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THE SABBATIAN ll>VEMENT IM THE YEAR 5426 (1666-6) 

A DIGEST 

In the middle of the seventeeD'th century. much of Europe was in 

transition from the proTi.ncial and ingrown existence ot the W.ddle Ages 

to the dynamic lite of a commercial aociety 'Whose horizons were the ends 

of the earth. The transi tion was trying and pain.tuls it iim>hed deva.at­

ating wars. drastic shifts in power centers. and extensi~ social disloc­

ation. Though playing no leading part in the transition. J ewa were among 

its special Tictioa. for t~ wre cbaraoteristioally treated as shook­

absorbers for the blows their Gentile neighbors sustained. 

The mid-seventeenth century •s a halcyon day for mysticism in gen­

eral am, in particular. apocalyptici sm. Riohl7 nourished by the insec­

urity or non-J9lfish society, it was in the Jewiah world -- in the Sabbat­

ian movement - that they were to tind their most hosp1table home. 

The movement, in its international scope. may be dated from the last 

days of Elul. 5425 (September, 1666), when Nathan Ghazati, the "prophet" 

of Sabbatai Zevi, .first announced in let ters broadcast through the Jewish 

world that bis master was the Messiah. From that time on, Sabbatai trav­

eled i .n increasing triumph t hrough Palestine and Syria, and in a short 

tme set out tor his f'irst great goal as hleHiah. the imperial city of 

Constantinople. Arrested there. he spent the remainder of the year in 

prison. not however as a convict, but as a monarch holding court and 

recei ving the homage of untold numbers of awed visitors. At length the 

Ottoman government determined to end the show and presented him 1fi th an 

ultimatum • . Bowing to it, he subnitted to conversion to Islam: this was 
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in Elul. 6426 (September, 1666), almost exactly a year a.f'ter his name had 

first become widely known. 

During the year. Sabb&tai's following bad grown phenomenally. His 

movement had appealed to the maaa of' Levantine Jnrry, that seemed to 

expect of him liberati on f'ram the oppressive hand or Gentile society and 

of J ewieh oonmnmi ty leaders as well. He bad drawn great strength, 9.8 is 

well known. f'rom the shattered Jftlr;y of Poland aDll the hounded Jews ot 

Central Eur ope. 
CJ t 

Some Jewish leaders and men of' wealth had been attracted +- , r 

t o his movement, i t seems, as an annrer to their longing tor prestige and 'r 
• ~ I 

atatu in an inoreaeingl;y nationalistic worlcl. Other leaders ot Jewish !J· ., 

communities had doubted Sabbe:tai'a Meesiahabip but paid him lip-serr.i.oe 

lest they jeopardize their positions of leadership. 

On the other hal:ld• a number of influential J ewe in the Levant and a 

minority in other land• had been skeptical of Sabbe.tai' s pretensions and 

antipathetic to hi• movement. The f ormer saw in its anti-ott.omani sm a 

potential t hrea.t to their own security and position. The latter. notable 

among t hem Jacob Sasportas , f eared it as a f oroe tor eubvereion in every 

c011111unity, and as a disrupting inf'luenoe on Jewish loyaltiea. 
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CBAPTIR OBB 

A CIS:toRY OF INSTABILITY: 

• 

On a December day ill 1665, the sea ot a onetime cbioken-d•l•r 

stepped into a ..Uting sailboat at the Anatolian town of &o;yrna. TM 

boat w.a bound tor Constantinople, an4 it w.a aaicl tbat there the 

Sultan ot the Ottoman Bmpire would :make obeiaanoe before the obiolcen­

dealer• a eon. It -.. aaicl he 1'01114 aolmowleclge h1lll aa Jleeeiah ot the 

Jen and. ri~tul I1ng ot the world, an4 1ft)ul4 remon bi a on. imperial 

turban and plao• it on the nnoomer•e he&cl. Aa the boat unturle4 ita 

aaila &n4 puahecl out trcm the shelter ot SJll.Jl'D&' a hilla, 1IDDmlbere4 

J.,.. sent atter it their prayers tor ita paeeenger•e 8UOo•••• Other 

multitudes ot J ... no longer felt the D8ecl to prq tor bias they were 

certain he w.1 the :Mea.S.ah and hi• D.ngdca -.a at baml, an4 the 

certainty bad. worked an ilmer tranatormation ill tbs. 

Heither the toroe ot logic, nor eloquence, nor polio• pOW9r, nor 

politioal adw.nt&ge were at hi• 1ern.oe. Only the magio word "Kesdah• 
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-.. at hi• eenio•. Yet, in the epao• ot a fflft montha, the chicken­

dealer• • •on beoame the mightiest -.n in Jnry, hi• name and. hi• oult 

all but ngulf'ing our world and. stirring Gentile• as ... 11. 

Thia w.a truq an aatoniahing phen.-nou. Yfe oannot etate with 

oertaint7 ~ it bappemct, but we SA7 be aure that, u Sabbat&i Zed 

w.e boarcling his M•Hiudo boat, hiatory •toocl in the aha4awa and. 

impelled h1a. and. hia tollawr• am a4wraarle• u wll, to clo u they 

dicl. "• -.:;r, in the .. pagea, Ht clown acme portion.a ot that hi•to17 

that Hea to be •ignitioant, and. w -.:;r nggest wherein their signitio-

· anoe li••· 

A. TBE liBDITBRRANJWf'S BRIWANCB :m BCLlPSB 

!he eocmm1 o theory ot oonepiouou• oonamption M.7 be a mo4ern OJW, 

but the praoti .. 1• not. Same oenturiea ago, wll-to-clo Buropeana were 

anticipating Veblen b7 sorambling after the moat ooupiouou• u4 e:ictra­

orcliDary ill eatable• am wearables. Sinoe one ot the chief cletemimnta 

ot the oonaplououe eeema to ban been the diatanoe the material w.a 

muled, a oonaiderabl• and. highly luoratin trade denlopecl, ae earq in 

the llidcll• Age• ae Europe had autticient wealt.h7 men to mab 1 t worth 

wbile, with Perna and. India and Jaft am China - the most dietant 
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BegiDning in me4.inal ~and oontinuing well on into the 

Renai•eanoe• good• were tmmelecl through the ports ot Egypt and SJr1a 

and takm1 tram there l:y 'fueoan and Venetian tra4ere, who distributed 

them to Europe. Thie proceH oontinuecl to operate until Europe had 

beoCllllll eo 119&lt~ and demenctSng that. ocaparecl to the x.w.ntine 

tunnel, llhe w.e •a giant tecl through the obinlce ot a w.ll"Jl it 

oontiJmed• aleo• until the oenter ~ Europe'• wealth bad 80 cletini tely 

:moved west.rd that Ital.7 oould no longer -1nta1n her tra4e monopoq. 

On a miclau:mmer dq in February, 1488, Bartbelcmaeu Dia& clieeoftred. 

the cape that he or hie Portugue .. ling clulibM Good Hope. Ten year• 

later hie counteyan Vaeoo cla 0- sailed. arounl the mw-f'oum oape to 

opulent India, and gn.tetul Portugal !mediately underetoocl that he 

had blased. a n.- and tar obeaper hi&)ma.7 bet.Mn Burope am the Baet. 2 

Portugal w.e extrur4inarilJ' quiolc to e:zplo1 t bier D8W route. aDl the 

other m.ticma ot Western Europe - she, ot ooaree, oould not lDNp the 

XnU.ui Ooean ae her monopoly -- clil. not wai't .,_.,years before toll.ow­

ing pr. 

Venice• at that time muob the greatest Left.Jl'tim tra4er UIODg 

the Italian states, clicl not need to 'Ait tor the Cape route to beocm9 

well trawled betore she understood her dire predioamell'te Ae soon ae 

D8'W8 came to her ot the success or Li•bon'• "ocmd expedition to India, 

"oadaUDO ne riman etupetaoto". So tell• ue a cliariet ot the da7, 

adding. out ot the depth ot hi• depression, •Pu la peggior DUOft clal 
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' 3 perdere la Ubert& in f'uora&" De1perate. the Ad.riatio republlo oast 

about tor 1ame we.y to -1nta1n herHlt. She 9"f'9D had the icl• ot re­

digging the uoient Sues Cl.ml to gift her galleom direot aooe11 to 

the In4i••J the plan might perhap• haft IUOOeecle4. ha4 not WHt Europ­

eans opposed it in the oourt or tU l4amelulce1.4 At length. lett 

without an alternttin. the Venet1ua 1aw their Orient tr&4e go into 

near oollapH as earq u 1502. 5 

111 th 1 ta r-.rlr:abq abrupt 1hitt ot the oenters ot ocmmeroe. the 

bep nni ng ot the sixteenth 08!1tui-7 brought pro1peri ty to iaport&nt 

towna in the A.tlantio eeaboard region. and reoesaion to the proud 

ports and marlcet-oitiH ot the east ern and middle Mecliterranean. Egypt 

autrered trom the decline ot Cai.'l"o ud A.lexADdria• and all Turlcey telt 

the pinoh ot her loae ot oustalu clutie1. 6 1'M gol4ea a&• ot Florenoe, 

the Tuaoan oapi tal, and or Venioe were OTer. 7 

Still• the Mediterranean oenter1 mnaged to read.jun. Turkey 

nursed her wound.a tor a 4eoa4e ots 10 and then prooeecled to reooup her 

loea a hu.ndredi"old -- not by attraoting tra4e to beraelt. be it m.pbaa­

i secl, but by conquering plao• where tnule ..... alread7 oarried on. 

Under Selim I (1512-20) nearly all the Uiddl• Bast - upper Keeopotaia 

and Syria, the Arabian penin.1Ula and Egypt - f'ell before the Ott.ml 

nord. Selia'• ion, the great Sil~ (1520-66). added to hil -.pi.re 

auoh tar-tlung l&Dde a1 the Barbary oout, Himga.17. u4 a1 auoh ot the 

Balkazul as •• not yet iJl hie ban41. Quite un4er1tan4&bly• the Otteman 

Bm:pire basked in pro1perity a• long as it ooulcl engage it1elt iJl 

digesting these conquests. Whether the Empire' 1 pro1perity ba4 a solid 



- 6 -

or an •im-ral bt.ee 1• another question. 

Vem.oe mamg ... 1;o reoonoile heraeU to the loH ot her Indi•• 

tra4e. She remained. busy. though ot oourH on & leaa pretemtiou• 

aoal•• aoting aa merohant between the Ottam&n Lnant. ur own ext.nain 

Yedi:terranean poHeaaiou. am Burope. 8 Ia addition. 8he oouU -.1.n.­

tain an air ot ... llbeing throughout tu •ixteenth oeJl'tuey by li'ring in 

part ott the n..t oa.pit&l aha b&4 u..1Hd in her golcla age. 9 
Truly. 

•he made o~ the 11.zteenth a oeutuey ot magnU'ioent oul'tural 41.apl.ay. 

It wa• the era w!wn aom other noblest ~leoea and ohurohea were 

built. It wa• the era ot Bord.ODii, Tiepolo• VeroneM, Tintoretto. El 

Greoo. &D4 Titian. 

The turn ot the •ilctemrth oentur,r. in oonolunoa. wu the point at 

whioh the oentera ot the world'• oameroo wnecl trCllll the llecliterruean. 

loa'ring that ••a to it• looal trade. and aettlel. near the Atlantio 

Ooean. in U.•boa. So'rille. am abon all i n Autwrp.1o 

B. FEtJDA.LISll'S TROJAN HORSE - - INFIATION 

To Lisbon. So'rille. and Antwerp oae gall•ou :not oDly tr<111 the 

Indies• but trom an entirely new continent a• 11911 -- trom Amerioa. 
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AIDeng their 'ftrl.ecl oargoea wae om material eapeoialq prised in 

Iberia, the ailwr ot Ma:!.oo' • Jld.Des. Its importation beginniag about 

the middle ot the tif'teenth oentury, little more than a d.eoa.cle a.a 

needed before it -.e pouriag iJrl;o Seri.lle at the rate ot a quarter 

billion -.n.ftd!e per year.11 

We are told that the Si-zaiah gonl'llllleDt looked. with great ta-yor 

upon the intlux ot preoiou• metal, tor aooori.ing to her l'a-yorecl "bull­

ioniat" theory of eoollGli.oa., gol4 aD4 ailnr were th• b&eis and the 

eouroe or national etrength.12 Undoubted.q, the silnr - a:oll, to a 

leHer extent., the &olc1. - ot .Amerioa' • aines c11c1. do J1Uoh to sti.Jmlate 

world tra4e and ueber in the day ot true oapital.1•.13 

nor the mawrial rtHouroee neoeeaary to ..ice eocmomio UH ot her ftst 

store ot preoious metal. IuteM ot helping her, therefore, the gold. 

aD4 eilnr gan riee to an intlatiomry prioe riee that helped. to bank­

rupt her gon1 wnt and then went on to alter the sooial oamplezi.cm ot 

Europe. 

Prices rose steeply in Spain., and they wnt beyond her borders to 

rise as ateepq in all the laDlls that had olose eocmamio ti•• with her.l-' 

Poland, tor ez:ample., was then a prosperous lan4J she waa "the gn.aey ot 

Western Europe~l5 Nozaetheleas, 1ntlat1on brought her the tirat pugs 
, 

ot o.1Dg clisoontent, aa -- in IJniw - the oost ot li't'iD& more tbaJL 

qua4ruplecl aD4 real wages tell by OTer one-quarter between 1521 and 

1600.16· 
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Through great areaa ot western and ••ntral Burope. intl&tion 

oripplecl the oreditor•• the workiDglll8n who liTell on tizecl wagea. am 

the medium and ... 11 landanera. who subaisted on their tizecl rents.17 

Banlcruptoies among the peaaantry and the le•Hr gentry beoame OClllllDODJ 

tbeH banlcruptoies toroecl interest rate• up to multiple• ot what they 

ba4 prniousq been. and thia clenlopaent in its turn brought ad.de4 

miHry .1a It 111U a olusioal pioture ot inflation and its evil•. 

There wre thoae. bowftr. who protitecl tram the illtlation. The 

merchants and muter ora.f'tlmell ot the oitiea. who oould keep ahMd ot 

prioe rise•• tound attn.cstin i11Teatmenta tor their aurplua oaah in 

the debt-ridden estates ot the gentry. to a aomnbat leuer extent. 

independent tarmers tound themaelTH able to ~ up the aortga.gee ot 

bankrupt eatatea. A• a result. the iaf'lation clid :muoh to work a great 

aooial obange in late sixteenth-century Europe 1 it greatly strengthened 

the bourgeoiaie and the i:adependent tanaera. and at the ... tiJne oon­

siderably •aklened. the teudal landcnmera. while puahing ~ ot the 

poorer peasants, the servants and artisans into the ranka ot the joblesa 

proletariat •19 
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O. BUSINBSS MD • - TBB SBVBBTEENTH CEllTORY'S REVOllJTIOlfIS'fS 

The meroh&nt olaH waa now. ao to apea.k. a reTOlutioJ1a17 olaas. 

Inoreaai.Jagly aggreHin. going tna ambition to greater .. bition. it• 

members were ste&dily broad.ening their borisou aDd their apberea ot 

intluenoe until - in a ~lm.bly' briet time - they enocapaaaM the 

entire world. B7 the early J9&r• ot the HTateenth oentury. inter­

nt.tional o~rce bad aoquire4 suoh •tability and eueh iaport&noe th&t. 

iD:lireotly. it oaund a cona14erable •laring-'own ot the i.Dtlatiomry 

ourn in lurope' • important plao••• 20 At ld.d.-oezrtury. it• praetitiOll­

ora were w1 tbout doubt th• aoat intluential olaH in the larger 

oitiea.21 

We ban noted abon th&t Lt•bon. Snill•• ud Antw9rp bad auooeed­

od. to the title ot the world.' a gnat trUe hub•• For the two tormer 

cities. the title wa• quite tranaient and• iJl addition. ot oona14erably 

le Her ilaportanoo than would ban been t.be oaM bad the Iberian laml• 

po .. eHod an aotin middle olaaa. Antwerp. on 'the other baDll.• ajoyecl 

a period ot gr•t ocmDeroial blportanoe22 until the lut gomration ot 

the sixteenth centu17. when •he took part in the Dutch War tor IBlepnil­

enoe &Dd Spain brought her to her kM•••2S 

B;y 'thia time. the hub ot world tra4• bad d.efinit•~ mOftCl to t.be 

Nortlmest ot Burope. ~a oit;y in the aame area could talm Antwerp•• 

plaoe. tor only there could be toun4 a oenturi••' -old mnutaeturing 

region am. ad.joining it. the oroHroada ot tho Atlantic and Baltic .-
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lame and ot Burope1 • greatest onrlan4 tra4e route. Ameterdul •• the 

town that euooeHe4 to the plaoe ot Antwarp.u 

Amsterdam wu not oontent. howver. merely to imitate her precle­

ce•aor. Ber ambition tor world trade and 'the oourae ot 8"Dte combined 

to plaoe her well in the toretront ot the e8"Dteonth centU1"7'• rnol­

uti.llnaey ocmneroial oourae. 

Was buaiMH on a world eoale too great an enle&ftr tor one man to 

undertake aloneT Be acoordingly joiD8cl with others ot like lli:ad. to 

torm a OCDJ?U1'•· so that their pooled oapital oould outnt a abip ud 

send out a orew. Diel the oompeJ'1'' • trade grow. so that tbe part;Dera 

wanted more capital to tiDanoe it turther ud. a larger number or owner• 

among llbClll to share the rieke ot storm and clistant pirateat25 Thq 

then formed a j oint-stook oom~6 &:ad. allowed 1 te shares to be 

traded. Dij they teel cheated. by the publlo ouhiere who cubed their 

ouetomere• bille or a:obangeT If eo. they joined in petitimd.ng the 

oity tathere tor the establishment ot an ottioi&l a:ebange 1-nlc.27 

Was the OODlp'J'1' troubled by other Amaterclawre enoroaohi11g on i ta 

trading territoeyT Or did it merely wish to forestall the poaeibility'r 

Then. quite as a matter ot course. it reoeiftd :monopol7 right• trca the 

eity tathen.28 Did the OOILP9J'1'• finally. tear toreip ocmpetition 1a 

ita tracling territoeyt It it 414. it innated in ind.uatey29 so that it 

might tra4e in industrial products an4 hedge against a loH ot profits. 

BJ euoh de-does did Ameterdam grow• In euoh taebion did she 

beea. a oi'ty ot onr l&o.~30 ruled by internatiom.l merobanta ant 
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f'iD&noiera and m&nutacturera who gan her her style -- that ot a canal­

city ot steep-gabled. hclnes. their exteriors aenre but their interiors 

luxurious w1 th b1gh-oolorecl ~1.ne tapestries and heroic ta1}7 

portraits. 31 In such a lrlLY• timll7, 41.cl she beoom9 -- am remain 

throughout the snenteenth e~ - tar and &wa)" Burope's leader 

"a• shipping center, aa cCJlllllOdit)" markat, and as markat tor oapitai.•33 

Still a turther cause tor Ameterdaa's premnenoe -- am one that 

is all-import.mt in the oontext with wbi.ch we are dealing - ia her 

hospitality to ?191n)Cllll9ra, wbilrther or not they 'ftre retugHa, an4 what­

enr their taith and natiom.lit713' am, in a4dition. the ..... with 

which she allowed newoomera to beocne citizens. 36 !lot a tftl ot those 

who came to her ga.tes were merohant1 and orattmnen who proTeel most 

"ft.luable to her. 

The buainus Jl811 ot other plaoe1 in Weit an4 Borth. Burope -

notably ct Englan4 and Franoe - ezpaDllecl and aoquired wor14wicle 

interests at the same time aa clicl the Aaaterdulllera. !here wa1 one 

striking clitterenoe, honnra the latter ma4e their own plane and, 

through their own representatives, legialatecl in the intere1t ot their 

oompanies1 the English and the Freneb., on the other baDl, 'ftre liTiilg 

under panrtul monarchical gOTennenta36 -that sought to bep the 

37 trading oampaniea under their own oontrol. 

In Franoe and in Bngl.an4, the gow1wuta played a lMding part in 

the touDdation ot the tra.di.Dg oompeniea.38 
They granted the oam:pe.niea 

monopoJ.7 rights and raised mone7 tor the when it-.. DMcled.. 
39 

They 
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upheld am strengthened am oocldled. the oc:apen1 ea in nery "fty that 

wggeatecl i taelt to their ingenuities. ~ sent their armiea and. 

na'fiee again•t their ocwpen1ea• rift.le'<> am then dratted luns to -.Jim 

the campanies all the more proti table 10 a.a to pa7 the meroem.ry 

armiee' bills. 41 As wea.lt~reating adjunots ot the trading oompani.ee, 

thq encouraged the building ot bQm9 iD:lustries a Franoe, eepeoi all)" 

under Colbert, did it by means ot f'antastic manipulations ot her eoon­

at!IY' and the rights ot her oitisena142 am BrigJ•nd aoocapllehed. it with 

strict import aDd export oontrols.4 S U', in response to the manipula­

tions, there wa1 economic dislocation that bore heaTil)" on 1ame ot the 

poorer people, there must then be a still greater •olume ot :manuf'aetur­

ing to bop the. b'Olll going id.le. 44 

' After the ling• ot Pranoe am ot England had praetiaed tor a time 

the policy ot uaing the state to expu4 ommeroe an4 oaan9roe to oent­

rali se the eta.to, their tbeoretioiane publiehecl the polioy a.1 a dopa. 

Toclay we reter to it as mercan'tillm.. PerM.ps it 1• no ooinoidenoe 

that Mun, an Bnglie1-zl, wrote the olaasic ezposition ot meroantiUm:q,45 

while Grotius, a. DutolmlaD. was most responsible tor tbe attempt to sot 

limit• to the rampant nationalim that it e:aoouraged. 46 

We 111&7 sq in conclusion that the oontU17 or halt-oentury before 

1666 Witnessed a roTOlution ot several taoets. Tb.ore ._. a gre&t change 

in the world'• cammeroial hubs it ~ to AJutordlml. TheH ~ 
remarkable inorea.ee in --.lth. a broadening ot the WM.lt~ olaaa, aD1 

an Wlp&l"&lleled exten.eion ot the tranlecl 110rl4. There waa, further­

more, a oonsid.erable amount ot eooial mob1ll1'71 SOID9 ot it brought 
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about ea.ail)' am painlesal7. 8cm9 not 80 p&inleHl)'e !Ast~. the lines 

separating natiou were taldn& on an wsontecl tirmneH• aDd men were 

'beginning to teel ti..t natio•li• -.a a ... ,., ngtul oonoept. 

D • THB REVOllJ'l'IO?l BREEDS UBBBST 

one of the moat atrild.ng works of the rnolution ot wtd.oh we haft 

been 1peaking was a tt.ahutning ot ol&H 11D9s. lluoh ot 1 t was aoomp.. 

lished quietly aDl peaoetulq. with the joiJd.Dg in marriage ot riaillg 

bourgeois familiaa w1 th deelining noble tDilies -- the one oontrib­

uting wealth. th!t other it1 ariatooratio nae and lineage. to torm a 

telioitoua union.47 

Not intrequently. hcnrenr. the a9T911teenth oentur,.-.. a witmtaa 

to aooi&l clialooation so great am embitteri.ag that no Motionless 

realignment oould be made. In tbe1e oases, there -.. strife lea4ing 

eTen to outright war at times• and the '9al"ioua groups took aid•• in 

different ways 1 the lan4e4 aristooraoy, the -ll••t peaaut•• the 

servant ol&H, and the journeJJD19n oraftm:iwn. though all fighting with 

de1peration to hol4 on to aOMthin& or their former poaitio-. were not 

neoeaaarily on the aue side in ptsaoti1•1 1'hile the international 

merobanta and large oapi ta.lists. the -.nuf'aoturing masters. the looal 
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merohant•• aD1l the iDllepement tumer• - though the more impatient 

among tMm U&red an ambition tor riaing tuter than they had. been 

doing - clid not al~ tight on the ume aid.•• ei tber • Chi.et among 

the aooial ware and akirmiahea ot the oentur;y nre the struggle ot 

Remonstrant• and Counter-Remoll9tn.nta in the lietherlaDlla {1617-19). 48 

the Frond• rnolt against Mau.rill in FraDoe {16.S-63)• 49 the famous 

Engliah oi-rll war ot the • 40' •• acme aotione in the Thirty Year•' war 

.m. farther afield. the ri•ing in the lieapolitan lower claaaee 

{1647-S). 60 

A aooial war that ot.11• tor apeoial mention i• tbat wagecl 'b7 the 

Cosaaoka against Polud {16.S-60). Polud • • OCllllD8roial and urban dewl­

opnent had euftered aerioue blon in the sixteenth Oen'tUJ'7• 51 and ehe 

wa.1 now a land ot feudal noble• and tem.nt peasants • oonaiderably more 

poorly deTeloped than her Western oonteporariea.52 The war oouequent­

ly had a medieval tlavora it was a re'Vt>lt of a young frontier gentry. 

which was CoeeaoJc. against the oontrol measurH that W been att&iptecl.63 

by the establiehecl State-supported gentey. whioh ._. Polish. The 

Ukrainian peasants. oppreaaed by the Polish nobility. rallied round the 

Coaaaok warlord•• who they bell.end would tight tor their own libera­

tionJ at the mcmat of victory. howner• they were betrayecl. 64 

The aooial ware and the wars betnen ri ftl m.tiou were 80 frequent 

as to oonsti tute a catastrophe tor the aeventeenth-oentury :man. There 

wre. first. the dislocations and the tragedies that attend all ware. 

In adcli 'tion were the ferocity and the extra measure of deetruution that 

ware between oountcymen bri ng. Fim.lly. the Tery aise ot Europe'• 
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ld.xlgdcna lent an unpreoedentecl depth ot terror to the wara they tought. 

Senntectb-oentUJ7 armies were UDUsually large, tor the times ha.cl 

produced an unpreoeclented mnber ot Buropean ponra, most ot tbam 

bleased. with the riohea ot oOllllleroe, all ot thm inteoted w1 th m.ti011-

all111n and j ealous ot one e.nother and, in oanaequenoe, seldc:m reluctant 

to throw their reaouroea into war• The problem ot proTisioning theee 

swollen armies waa one that Walleutein solwcls bis men 11'994 ott the 

55 
land. ~ ot them foreigners hired to tight, hi• troop• and. thoee 

ot the o()1!1!!•nders who emulated his aample desolated Gel"Jll&ey almost 

past beliet56 and, in the Franoo-Spansh ~ ot the '50'•• made a 

shambles ot northern France• 67 

1'he poorer classes bore a Tery hea"fY aha.re ot the tax.a tor the 

wars. 58 It seem.a that, to compound the i .njU17, they 1uttered out ot all 

proportion tree the ware and the revolts. A report to ll&sarin at the 

time ot Pnnoe'e ciTil strite r-.rka that "lea p&U"fl"9e oourent nos rues 

' et leur1 Tiaages langm.asanta domient de la compua1011 et de l•ettroi a 

tout le monde", 59 and a reliet wt>rlcer in the provinoes dew.atatecl by the 

War with Spain writes, "Il n•y a point de laJ:Jgue qui pai.sae dire, point de 

plume qui puisae exprimer, point d'oreille qui o•• entenllre oe que nous 

aTODIS 'VUew60 

Of'f'iob.ldom w.11 iDoreaaingly UDSJllpathetio to the poor. 61 'fh8T were 

treated roughly by the leaders they ha.cl believed in and. tor wball thq 

bad tought, like Chmiel.Dieki in the Ukraine and CromRll in Engl.am. 

Small wonder that they were bewildered and dazed, and that acme awoke 



- 16 -

f'rom their claze to organise groups likll the aci-eooZMIDio joUl'D8JJUl1'• 

uni.one ot Fnmoe62 and the egalitarian i:.nllera an4 oamnm1 •tio Diggers 

63 ot oi"f'il..-r dqa ill Bnglam. 

B. THE Q~T POR SALVil'IOB Ill TBS JIIDS'l' OF UHREST 

It the anenteenth w.a a 0911'tul7 of desolating w.ra aDll protounl 

distreas. it w.a at the ... e tU.. a oenturJ' ot intenae religioait1'•6' 

Throughout it• tirat balt. at uq rate. it preaened ud in some 

oirole• cleepenecl the habit that it• precleoeHor ba4 aoquire4 ot oomuot­

ing its tMnking within a religious Gestalt and pertormiJlg it• aotiOJLIS 

1n religion• a mme. lloDetbeleH, 119 must be aare that religion J1111a11t 

quite clitterent thiDga to different group• ot people. 

To ldng• and to moat ot the establl•becl elerg. rellg1oa-.. ot 

the gr•te.t illport&no• a• a tool ter o81ltrallsing tbe •tate. nae 
formula ot the oelltury'-old Peaoe ot Aug•burg. •ouiua reg1o eiu• relig-

10•. ratti.rmecl aa it wu bJ' the aigmteri•• at W.•tpbalia, 66 ... 11 

eEpr&Hecl tbe teell~ ~;,i;reipa that there-.. little clitterenoe 

between religion and nat~. When the Iaquiaition. still tille4 

with seal. bu.rnecl Bnmo and hundred.a of otbn'•• am wb9n the Bi•bop ot 

lltlrsburg put to death a reported. 9,000 ntobea aDll w1aa.rd1 1n 1627-8. 66 
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they were f'1tt1Dg their aotion to their oonviotion that nothing ao 

tri~loua ae a oitisen•e ooneoienoe JM.7 be allowed to deter h1m tram 

marohing in etep behind hie eo-nreign. When the Jeeuite 41eoip11De4 

a~ their ind.1Ticlual pereonalitiee to 41H..U..te their Gompel. it wae 

done •ad major• gloriam" • not "Dei" • but "eooleaiu• -- and they- did 

hoaage to their Moleei& u to a t•poral state. 

It 1• cloubttul whether the beat ettort• ot king• and prieete rKlq 

euooeeded. in etteoting oiTio llD1't7 by entoroing relig1oue UD:itomity. 

We are told. tor inetanoe. that trom about 1680 to 1620• •the growth ot 

eupereti tion and delueiona. otten •bared b7 the aoouae4 w1 th the 

aoouser•• beoame epiclemio in Ge~. The tuey ot pereooution wbioh 

aooomptni ed. this rerlftl. raged both in the eooleeiaetioal land1 ... and 

in the tmporal territories ••• The perturbation oreated. by these pro­

oeed.Ulga. and the sp1r1't ot UDl"9&80D.1ng terror and reoklH• eelt-cletaoe 

whioh they aroused• bey'Ond a doubt aeuibl7 oontributed. to 'the wicle­

eproa.cl feeling ot unrest. and to the general desire tor reme41e1 u 

Tiolent a1 the nil iteeit.•67 

In Europe's growing town. and oitiea• where eo ~were l~ 

to get ahead. on their own initiatin• there •• inareuS.ng clietute tor 

autboritariania in religion ae well u in all other tiel4e. To the 

absolutist philoeop~ ot religion were oppoeed. a JD1r1a1i ot oounter-pbil­

oeophiea and. antipathetic eeota. 

We -.y eene emplloit)r. though we do Tiolenoe to their hietorio 

interooxmeotione. it we ooneider theee philosophies aDl .. .ti ae grouped 
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under three achoo la. 

One aobool -.a humanistiot to 'the abaolutista• claims it opposed 

the doctrine tha.t somehow man ia 'the toucha'tone ot religioua experience. 

The Armi.Diana ot the Dutch oitiea held that the Soripturea ban author-

1 ty beyom that of e:q Cburoh. and. 'tha't righ~:adecl in41nduala are 

tree to interpret 'the. Their tellaw-burghera. the main branoh ot the 

MennoDi te seat. no longer the dour ucetica their gn.ndf'athera had. been. 
68 

tended to agree with the Armi.Diana. Thoae bgli ahmen Jmown aa the 

Cambridge Platonist•• though callecl "lati'tudim.rian"• were more orthod~ 

than these others and taught that a Di "fine apark 11Ust dwell in that aoul 

69 that would interpret Roly \frit. At the opposite extreme. Polish 

SociDianiam (Jlle.ey ot whose adherents fled to BollaDd in 1661) and. the 

primarily English religious rationalism maintained that not Biblical 

precepts bat rather ethical law are the h•rt ot true religion. 7° At 

the same time. a feeling - more often 'tlw.n not unspoken -- wu clevelop.. 

ing in bourgeois hearts that religion baa nothing at all to aa:y on 

secular attaira.71 

The aeoond aohool might perhaps be called AuguatiDiant it proola1mecl 

that God 1a the supreme power and nm a helpleaa sinner. and the w.rious 

ae.ta w1 thin it clrew varioua oonolusiona there.traa. 

Some of the aeota were DO enmiea ot inatituti cmaliei. pnniclecl it 

cl.id not tamper with the channels of Din.ne graoe. One of tbeae bodies 

waa the Puritan. in ita pure CalnDist aapeot. in whioh it preached the 

i:adindual ever taoing hia ?J&ker and "the beliet that the relation betw.en 
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the illTi.aible spirit or man and the inrlaible God wae i.Jllnediate tsather 

than mecliate."72 Another euoh bod)" was tho Jansenist, that agitated tor 

more na.ngellmn and leH ritualism in the Cburoh ot Rene and en.joyed its 

greatest aaoendanoy in tho • 40' a and • 60' •• 7~ 

Some other aeote (and inrli'rl.duale} were less f'rimdq to instit­

utionalism,, or even 1n4itterent to it. KDo1ln &a Quiotista, they were 

overwhelmed by a con'rl.otion ot man's spiritual helpleasne1a and deprav­

it)". The onl)" way to strength aDd redemption. the)" taught. wae to 

induce in oneself an utter!)" paeliw attitude - "eiout oadaver", in 

Luther'• 'rl.'rl.d phn.•• -- and wait tor God to roaoh dawn and take poaa­

easion of the aelt. The Spaniard. Juan Falocmi, in the • 30' a, ._s the 

f i rst Quietist of tho centUI")" to attn.ot a following. Within & short 

time, a number of aristocrats in Franoe ha4 been attracted to t he 

philoao~, and in 1667 a oert&in llioole telt impelled to write a 

book, ~ imagiDairoa !! .!!!, 'rl.aionnairoa, attaokiDg Quietiate. 74 

Cousin to Quietism ._. the Antinomian doctrine bequ•thed by the 

Reformer Agricola to same English Diuentera ot the time, a bizarre 

doctrine that faith justitiea perfectly and no worka - not even the 

ethics ot the Decalogue -- aro at all DeOHB&l7. 75 Few men. tortun.­

ately, bad the courage to claim this doctrine. 

It ii but a abort dist&noe tram tho teeling that the inrlividual ia 

too weak to aan himeelf tram sin to the coDViction that htmen1 t)" bu 

not the power to redeem itself f'rom inhnman1 ty and bloodshed -- that is 

to aa.y, 1"ram belief in Quiotimn to preoccupation with eschatology. 
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Suoh wae the at.ate of atf'air• in the seventeenth century that it 

was not ditf'ioult to beli8Te that God we.a interrening in the events or 
the world, or soon would. do ao. There bad been ao maJl1' calamities, ao 

much miseey. When London bur ned in 1666, nen the matter-of-fact 

Evelyn could consider the poasi"11ity that the Almighty -.a requiting 
76 

England for her •inl • 

Bonetheleaa, 11'9 can hardly be prepared. tor the wan of cbilia• 

and apooalyptici• that we aotua.lly do f'ind when we make even a curaoey 

study of the century. Silnr •peak• ot aneral hundred English apooal­

yptio pamphlets of the '40' • and '50' • alone. 77 Among the ~ millen.­

ary prophets were the math8matici&n Pell, ..mo predicted Rome would tall 

in the •70's or '80'•. 78 Burton in the •40•a,
79 

Barwoocl in the •so•a,80 

and Anna Trapnel the "poor instrument• in the same period.81 - all of 

them. preaching tho immi.nent d.ay of' judgment. The Fifth J!onarc~ JDOYe­

meIXt W9.a dnoted to oaloulating the apooal.Jptic date; gener&l.ly it nxed. 

82 on the year 1666. The Seekers, though ohiliaat• too, were a bit more 

modestJ not •topping to d.etenaine the elate, they -..re oontent .. rely to 

"wait and seek" the tinal conauamation.
83 

So muoh tor millen&ry calculations in Angl.an4. Ge~, where we 

are told superstition intenaitied d.uri.Jig the Thirty Y-.ra• War, waa 

bardl.J' behimbu>d. 84 Tiro ~atica in that lam "ftre inapirecl to prophesy 

the imminent end. when they aaw ocaeta in the alq. 85 The 'rl.aioD&l"J' 

Boehme alluded to the approaching apooalypee.86 Fina.ll7, "a oontempor­

&rJ'• Pried.rich Brelcllng, enumerates one htmdre4 an4 eighty 'ri.aionariea 

ot that oentuey, men and 1'tllleD., who were millenarian dreamer• and 
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esohatologists.•87 

Some there were who antioipe.ted. the ~oming m1llenium by anointing 

t hemselves its Messiah or. more modestly. bis precursor. In the '40's 

Arise Bvana called him.sett the Christ. 88 and during the .f'ollcnring decade 

Reeve and Liuggleton unounoecl they were the herald.a ot the imminent Day. 

founding thereby a aeot of remarknble pereiatenoe (notwithstanding their 

89 
poor showing as prophets). James Jlayler. the most pioturesque of the 

lot. prool.aimed himaelt the Meaaiah. and au day in 1665 rode through 

Brist ol in Uessianio pose but aana clothing. to the hosannas of a hand­

ful of' .f'ollawera.90 

We have been speaking ot what we referred. to ae the seoond sohool 

of' religious thought -- that whioh hold.a man helpless. The third school 

a grees but ad.de a qualltioation that renders it all but antithetical to 

Calvinism. yet not tar trom Qu1et111111 - the qualif'ioation that within 

man dwell• God. usually unnoted but ever laten't with spiritual foroe. 

The Cambridge Platonist• joined this teaching to their rationalian. 91 

The remarkable "shoemaker theosophist" Jakob Boehme (died 1624) 

approaobed. it in his philoaop~ that the i.ndhi.dual. onoe •reborn"• 

oould apprehend the ideas that underly phenomena and synthesise the 

tormer with the latter to arrive at l'lbat to him•• re&lit,-.92 The 

Quakers. most prominent representative• ot this sohool. deprecated. 

ohurche• and eacramente and 8T8D learni.ngf they would meet together to 

await in eilence an "opening• or revelation to the "inward Ught" within 

them. and when it arrind. "then began we to eing praise• to the IA>rd 

God Almighty and to the Iamb f orever• who had redeemed ue to God. and 
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brought ua out ot the captivity and bondage of the world. aDd put an end 

to si n and death." George Fox began to preach QuakeriSDl in the late 

'40's• aDd the movement grew rapidly- during the •so•s. making converts 

in Holland as well as in England. 93 

From a belief in the "inward Light•• it is not a long step to the 

feeling that one ia blessed with supernatural powers. Many in the seven­

teenth century- ce:rrtuey took the step. There 'fta Antoinette Bourignon. 

the "bride ot the Roly- Ghost" f'rora Lille. who preached her en.ngeliatic 

message in Amsterdam in the • 60' s. 94 There was Simon Morin in the '40' •• 

who led his "illlDinates" to JD18tic w:d.on.95 There were the aulrinata 

or Pioardy in the '30' s. am the Rosicrucian• or Illuminati. whose vogue 
96 

spread from Ger Ill&DY' through Western Europe in the '10' s and '20' s. 

There were 1D&J:J¥ more aeatarian ouriosi ttea in the enenteenth cent­

ury. In England alone. there were Ranters and Familiats am Anti-Soript­

urians am Libertines. and others. What we bavtt set dawn here. howTer. 

will euf'fice to show the protwldity of redemptionist feeling in seven-

teenth century Europe. 
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F. CONCLUSIOllJ 

\'le opened this chapter with a view of Sabbatai zm., and with the 

r emark that he a.nd all who played a part in bis drama bad in them, 

wi ll.y-ni lly, a good deal of hi story. I ha Te set down in the obapter 

some of the general (not Jewish) history that appears t o me to haye gone 

i nto the mak1ng of Sabbatiana and anti-Sabbatia.ns. 

I should say that one ot the olearest pictures that emerges f'ram 

the chapter is that ot a period ot oTer a century when history mani­

fested a peculiar gif't for buffeting men with storms, tor disappoi.Jtting 

them, tor making sea-cbaDgea in their Wf:.y ot lite -- !.n short, tor 

rendering them iutmisely insecure. 

A profound change waa the increase in the world• s size, aDd there 

is lit t le doubt t hat men felt leas at home in it than when it 1-d been 

smaller. A man ot 1490 knew fairly well what he might sxpect of his 

known world ot Europe and i t s environs; his descendant ot 1660, on the 

other hand, knew as little what to expect ot America and Japan and the 

East Indies aa we today do ot the planets and atara, to whom W9 are now 

i n t he proce aa of acquir i ng a personal relationship. 

j.,. 
An undoubted cause ot 

4
security waa the rapidit7 with which oountries 

and ci ties rose and f ell as centers of prosperity. I ban spoken of the 

sudden tall of Venice and Flor ence and, later, Antwerp and of the appar­

ently sudden decline of Poland. Vie of the twentieth century know well 
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how preoipitoudy bu•ine11 ourves oan rise and f'all,, but in the aeve~ 

teenth oentury they 1'9re new to oapi tali am eind (though oertainly the 

eoonomio pioture wa.a simpler than in our aooiety) did not know. We 'fl'AY 

well imagine, then, what a oalamity a local tra.de oriaia must have been 

to a merchant prince paying tor the upkeep of' his pe.laoe, to a financier 

who has loaned heavily to the shipowners of the oity, and to the cra.f'ta­

men whose products will no longer be loaded on the city' a wharves. 

Vie may be sure that another souroe of inaeourity was the inflation 

that rei gned in so JDa.ey" plaoes throughout the second halt ot the sixteenth 

century. Its most profound psychological damage must haw been in its 

rearrangement or the social pyramid. Nothing could have been so damaging 

to the peace of mim or the feudal nobility as the sight of' their ancest­

ral lands lost tO tu. and themselves in retreat before an upstart clau • 

.As a whole,, I be line,, the riH of' oapi tali• was a developnent 

fraught with inseouri ty tor man. It is no coincidence that by the seven­

teenth century the medieval social theory ot the organio and stable cam­

muni ty was of' interest only to antiquarian.a,, and 'ftrloua individualistio 

phi.loaophie• held the stage. It is rather an indication of' the f'aot 

that competition ..a now much keener, that au•pioion between olaHH was 

heightened,, and that w1 thin the growing merohant olua Hlt-interest 

ruled. 

In a very material wa.y the de...elopnent of OOJlll19roe aggravated inseo­

uri ty,, tor it multiplied occasions tor war. Kings and merchant.• fought 

one another in den.stating civil wars. to detemine who would oontrol the 



24 -

coUlltry"' is oamcierce. Batioru; .fought one another ::or eor.ime:-ci &.l advant­

age, t he enla.rged armieis of the da~ SW88pinb clean the peasants ' 

count rysi de. 

It i& no wend.er t hat . tmsure of t heir posi tion in the everyday 

world, men of the seventee::th century turned .fenently to t he world. of' 

religion. It should not &Urpriae us that m&ey tings a w reli &ion as a 

sort of policeman t hat cioe• aernce &a an enforcer of oi Til obedience. 

Contra.riwiH, ~ capita.lists aDd i ntellectuals -.ho moved i n t heir 

ci rcle& held that f a ith is a matter tor the i.ndi~iua.l oonacienoe. 

Other men, in the throes of insecurity, 91lbraoed. religious systems that 

actually ec.pbe.si zed and nen aa.gber&ted their powerleasneas and hope­

lessness a.Di taught them t hey could not possib~ achien security by 

their own efforts - - rather, said these religious systems, muist they 

surrender t heir will to God's, and let His grace sustain th•• Still 

other men followed religiom preaching that, 1n their inaeourity and 

doubt, men turn w1 thin themselves and !'ind a Di'rlne souroe ot &Hun.nee, 

power, and purpose there. 

In close log1oa.l rela.tion to the religions or inil 'Tidm.l helpleH­

nesa were the teaching•, extremely widespread in the anenteenth cent­

ury, that mankind a.s & whole 'ft& weak e.nd ain.tul, and there would 

shortly supervene a Di'Tine apocalypse to set things right. In a worlcl 

ot atrite, where so maey men's clreama were oruelly tru1tratecl &nil 10 

much auttering tell upon the innocent, it was not u.nnatur&l tor many to 

feel that the human diapena&tion was ceasing to be TI.able and must be 

succeecled. by the Divine. In a world 1n violent tranait1on trom an olcl 
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en. to a iunr. it 1a not unduly strange that there were mm who mistook 

the growing-pain.a ot oapitalism tor the birth-pangs ot the Yeaaiah. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE IB\'ANT i 

CBOSSBQAD OF CCWBRCB AND SUSPICION -

At the time when our chiolcen-dealer• s aon. made his TOyage from 

~ to Constantinople• th.ere were other than ~tioal and apoo&lyptio 

thought• in the minds of many mn.. Some had quite worldq thoughts ot 

derrizig-do am ad.Ten.ture, ot intrigue and gutter politic•. or D9W 

markets and b.l.gh dividends, of how to reshuttle or how to preaene the 

rel&ti n positions or the various nations trading in the IAnant. In the 

world or th• seventeen'th:i.century. international politios had risen to 

the position or an all-important subject tor large groups or people. 

and there were rtnr areas where it was more important than the Levant. 
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A. llf1'ERV~ OF PROSPBRI!Y AliD DECADES OF DECUNE 

We haTe already mentioned (page 4 above) the growth and inoreaaing 

prosperity of the Ottoman Empire ~...er the aaek of Constantinople. We 

may further emph&ai n here that the latter year• ot the fifteenth and 

all but the end of the sixteenth oentUI")" were an age of wealth and 

oommeroi al ad.T1U10e tor the Empire. In this age tremendous conquests 

were made i they were ma4e under uei..t the Conqueror and oonaolidated 

under Bayasit, made turtber under Selim I and the great S!l.eyman. until 

finally all the shoreline ot the eastern Mediterranean and muoh of the 

shore or the middle Mediterranee:n, in addition to n.at hinterlands, were 

all under the Turlcish Crescent. 

I believe that much or most or the prosperity of the ottoman lands 

was due to the tact that, tor the first time in seTere.1 oenturiea, these 

far-flung regions were all under one gonrnnent, 11hose word. oould wipe 

out the fol'llllr multiplicity of boundarl•• am looal iapoata that had 

inconvenienced oammeroe, and whose armies could keep the roads aeoure 

and sate tor traders . There are i ndioations that Constantinople enjoyed 

an eapecial . .aoces a or prosperity because the gonnment adoptecl a policy 

of chamleling trade through that city.
1 

As the ottoman realm grew, the lledi terranean -- aa 1 t were -­

shrank in size. Inevitably, Turks encroached on what had been the 

presel"'Y'e ot the Venetians, and for a century and a half the two peoples 
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carried on an alternation of ware and of attempts to find and me.1.ntain a 

~ mercandi. .A.tter Venice'• Tictory in a preliminary naval skirmish 

in 1416, eaoh succeeding war brought her nothing but deteat and dded 

losses ot LeTantine laDda. In 1430 Turkey- took tram her the commercial 

town of Salonika, from 1463 to· 1479 some East Mediterrranean islands and 

part or the Morea or Peloponnesua, tram 1•99 to 1603 most of what she 

still bad in the 'Morea, in the •301 • and 1 40'• all the Aegean islands 

except Crete, from 1670 to 1573 -- despite the Turkish nan.l dbacle at 

Lepanto -- the i Bland of Cyprus and a sizable indemnity, and finally from 

1645 t o 1669 t he island ot Crete.2 

We have already seen (page 5, above) that the Adriatic republic was 

able to adjust heraelt during the sixteenth century to her reduced 

oircuxnetancea and, as a trading power in the Leftnt, maintain something 

ot her old prosperity-. ·t'6..th the loH of Crete, hoW9ftr, this was no 

longer possible; now hor sphere -.s little more than the narrow Adri­

a.tic, and she had no more influence and 111&11 0Clm!l8rcial interest in 

the Eastern liediterranean.3 

During the year that concerns us most particularly, 1666, the \far 

for Crete was in i ta final stages. The Turka nre long einoe in poee­

easion ot all the island cccept the lone city ot Candia, against whi.ch 

they had been mounting a siege for twenty-one weary years . The Veneti­

ans fought mostly on the sea, where they could take the ottenai Te 

ai;ainst Ottonw.n ehi pping. Year in and year out, they bloob.ded the 

Dardanelles in order to discourage Turkey from proTiaioning the siege 

troops around Candia1 the Venetians won numeDOua naval rictoriee, but 
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the blockade nonethelesa wae ettecti Te only at times. All influential 

group. numbering even the doge in 1664 (and poaaib~ in 1666• ae well). 

was sick ot the long drawn-out -.r and triecf., not yet aucceastully, to 

• induce the Senate to sue tor peaoe. 

Turkey-•• numerous Tiotoriea onr Venice clicl not sutfioe to prnent 

her frClll foll~ng the Moat Serene Republio down the Zo&cl to deoline. 

It seems that the acme of Ottoman power and proaperi ty- were &chined 

under Siile,man I, who ruled until 1666• and under Kelnet Solcullu, the 

powerful Grand Vizier who held nay tor tweln add.itional yea.rs. 

Thereafter a depression set in llDll assumed alarming proportions before 

maey years had passed. 

By 1622, Turkey' a eoonom;y bad suttered such reverses that an 

English ambassador (4lh1 lb1t te 1- aHHIMitid) could observe: "All 

the terri toey or the Grand Seignior is dhpeoplecl tor w.nt or pasture 

and by reason ot violent oppression -- eo muoh so that. in the beat 

parts of Greeoe and Anatolia, a man ma-:r ride three or tour, or aametimea 

six, de.ya and not tiDd a Tillage to f eed him or hie horse. whereby the 

r evenue is so lessened that there ill not wherewithal to ~ the soldiers 

and t o mainta.1.n the Court. It rray be patohed up tor a while out of the 

Treasury, and by exaotions which are JJOW onerous upon the merchants a Dd 

labouring men to satia.fy the harpies. 

"I oan aa.y no more than that the disease works internally that 

must ruin this Empire; we daily expeot more obangea and effusion of 

blood. The wheat men retuae to sit at the helm, and :fools 11111 eoon 
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run themselves and others upon the roclca."5 

Two years later a correspondent in the Ottoman Empire was able to 

report to one ot the young Parisian newspe.pers. "C•t Empire se va ruin. 

ant de tous costez. et par rebellions. et par deaordres si grands. qu•il 

ne se peut remettre sans miraole."6 

Very shortly therea.rter. in 1627• we alre&cly ti:ad in an Aleppo 

merchant's letter an analysis that was to be eohoed by the muoh later 

phrase. "the aiok man ot 3urope•: "L'Esta.t Ottoman est maintenant en 

grand desordre; et si n•estoit que o•est un grand oorps. la maladie qui 

' I 7 l'afflige depuia plusieurs anneea l 1auroit deaia acoe.ble." In the same 

year, the French consul at Aleppo predicted for the Ottomans "une chute 

presque inevitable."8 

However. Turkey was not to tall so easily. Her deoline. at least 
.......... 

superficially aDd on the battlefield• was "abruptly by the coming to 

power ot & series of strong men. who ruled with the help ot frequent 

blood purges and \'~ seem to have arrested at least the poll tioal 

deoline of the Empire for approximately a half' oentuey. The first ot 

the strong men was a Sultan. Murat IV. whose coup d•kat against same 

ranking Arm:! o.ffioers kept him in absolute power from 1632 to 1640.9 

After the death of the new Sultan in 1648 at the hands ot an .Anq 

faction. and after several years of a terrible struggle for powerlJa new 

strong man came to the tore. He 198.s an aging Albanian. Mebnet K&prtllfi. 

who held office as Grand Vizier from 1656 to 1661. and during that time 

is said to have executed 35•000 dissidents in order to consolidate his 
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own position and 'SR> i.Diuoe in the administration a rather terrorized 

11 
efficiency. His eon Abnet succeeded hi.ma his tit'teen-year rule -.s 

marred by his 111-f'ated arch up the Bal.kana. llhich ended in bis def.eat 

in 1664 at the hands ot the Austrian.a and their French volunteer allies 

at the oonTellt of st. Gotthard • 

.Ahmet K8prtll! was probably o.s absolute a dictator u his father had 

been. A Frenoh ambasaador found his subordinates powerless when be tried 

to negotiate with tha. their lldtiatin paralysed by dread of the man 

they called •1ntallible" •12 The Sultan h1meelt, accordiDg to the aab&ss­

ador, lef't atf'airs of' state to K8pr611J though only six years separated 

their age•• he •poke of' his Vid.er as bis "toater father" •13 

Though the strong men of' the anenteenth oentur,y, Murat and the two 

K8pr61'1a. ad'ftJlOecl the ottoman Empire militarily. it is difficult to say 

to what ntent theY" aucoeected in recouping her economic fortunes a• well. 

The standard histories of' the Empire, ot ~ Hammer-Purgstall, ot those 

trom -nbam he copied and of' those who oopied trom him• are not much help. 

Written according to the canons of' what might be called the pikestatf'­

a.nd-l>oudoir school of historiography. authored by men who (some or moat 

of them apparently strong nationalists and royalists in politics) were so 

dazzled by the goings-on •t the Court and battlefield that the;y could eee 

little else, theae histories are poor guidea into the rea.litiea ot Ottoman 

lite. 

There are some signs that the c!epression of the • 20' s -..e not fully 

dissipated by the • 68' a. There 118.8 Uebmet K8pr8lti' s terrible purge. ot 

which we have already apokea. There was his decree of the dee.th pemlt)". 
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in 1660, for alJ10D8 who might mention affairs of at:ate outside the Court. 
l-' There waa the retrenchment he ordered tor the Court. It ma7 be doubted 

it any of these measures would ban been taken in a oountry elljoying 

prosperit)r. On the other ha..DC., we are told that the younger Kiprll.! 

maintained both a tolerant chil administration and a well-tillecl treas­

ury .16 Perbe.pa the •60'• were happier tim.ea for Turklt)" than the •60•a 

had been. 

·whatever the condition of the Empire in general 11&y ban been. we 

know that some parts of it were depreasecl in the 1 60'•• We know that 

Egypt was euf'fering on account ot the omplete stoppage, about 1630, ot 

the connerce that bad preTioual;y tranraecl the Sues Iatbmua and the Red 

Sea on its way between South Asia and the ports of Europe.16 We know, 

too, that Constantinople endured important oomneroial damage aa a result 

of the Venetian blockade of the Dardanelles (aee aboT e, ~e 36), and 

that in the lt.te • 40' a there waa a J1Wvement of foreign traders t o 

lf we take a broad a:ad panoramic 'ri.ew, • JtJA:Y see the Levant of 

several centuries ago aa a poor area coneistent:cy trying to liw beyond 

its means. Before the discovery of the Cape passage to India, it 1a 

true, large revenues came to the Leftnt by reason of the Oriental treight 

that passed along ita trade routes and waa waneahipped trom ita ports. 

Thereafter, the ottome.JUI em.barked on a gJ"and career of conquest, appar­

ently hoping that great ai&e could create great •alth. Nnerthelesa, 

in the long run the essential ponrty of the a"fant showed through. In 

the long run. the Levant perrorce :manifested in poverty', in ineti'icient 
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8Ild corrupt government, and in mill te.ry reveraea, the tact that 1 t had 

no production base to apeak or but was rather a sparsely settled area of 

inefficient farms aild scraggly pe.sture-l.a:ods.17 

B. EUROPE.ANS STRUGGLE TO MAKE THE IBVANT A COUL!ERCIAL COI.ONY 

Despite its eeeential ponrty, the l#n.nt remained consistently 

important to European merchants a.nd therefore to European .;oTermnent• as 

well. As the econolll¥ or West Europe slowly began in the seventeenth 

century to take on a somewhat modern tom. the Levant came to be import-

ant -- as we shall see a little later - preoiael7 because or it• poT­

erty. Whether because or in spite ot ponrt7, the Levant wa• never far 

f rom the minds of sixteenth and seventeenth century European traders and 

diplomats. 

The first '/fest European nation to t&Jat a deep interest in Ottman 

trade was Prance. When the sinuous foreign policy ot Franoi• I am the 

expansionism of Silleyman for a t ime coincided. in a oammon anti-.lustri~ 

ism, she was able to fo:rm&li&e her interest in the Capitulation ot 15~5. 

Thia tatetul treaty was the precedent tor a long series ot capitulations 

(so called not in the modern and derive.tive sense, but rather because 

they happened tokdrawn up in "capitula." or chapters) granted by Turkey 

"' 
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to a num.ber of powers down through the centuries. 

Although in ma.ey way-a novel, the Capitulation ot 1535 waa not unpre-

cedentod. Rooted perhaps in Roman concepts of oi tizenahip, it could num­

ber among its forebears the treaties granting extraterritoriality by 

He.run al-Rashid to Charlemagne• a subj ects, by Byzantium to Venice i n 1082 

(and several times renewecl, both peacef'ully and at sword's polnt) pd 

subsequently to Genoa and Pisa as well, and by the Crusaders' principal­

i t ies to French and Itallans.18 

What was novel about the Capitulation ot 153619 was its broad soope 

and its extensive implica.tiona. It was by tar the moat sweeping and 

inclusive grant of privileges by a. Lna.ntine ruler to outl.a;idera.20 

Furthermore, if w except the treaties conoluiing the Turko-Venetian 

Vfars (these, ot course, did not grant c~erisi&l rights but limited 

themJ see above, page 35 and note 2), it was the first commercial a gree­

ment yet made between the Ottonana and a European power, the first 

agreament on East Medit erranean trade since the Cape route had been 

developed, and the first acoord concerning the Levant to be made by a 

power standing on tho t hreshold or modern capitalism. 

The Capitulat ion of 1535 gave France most-f'aTOred nation statue in 

Ot toman foreign trade, several f ree ports, and extraterritoriality tor 

her subj ects in Turkey, with j ustice to be administered by the French 

conaulsJ it put t he Christian holy places under French protection. 

and - - what was to prove most crucial - ordered that all European ships 

except those of Venice could put into Ottoman ports only if t hey flewr 
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t he flag or Franoe.21 

For a good~ years. as her wealthy olasa became wealthier. 

Franoe•s trade with the Levant i noreased. For a good Jll&D1' years, too. 

she "8.S able to keep the capitulations in force aDd even render thm 

increasingly favorable. They were renewed in 1569. 22 in 1581.23 in 

1697, 
24 

in 1604 with the added proviso that France was the protector of 

a ll non-Turkish Chri.atians and their eoolesiastioa.l property in the 

Empire.26 and in 1614.26 

In time• as it appears, the obaracter of the Levant trade undentent 

a change. The French economy was changing& France was developing manu­

factures. her to'WJls were gtcndng. prices were rising (aee above. pe.ge 

6 f .), and the increasi ng number of people connected with capitalist 

endeavor were becoming increasingl y prosperous. No longer was she prim-

arily interested in buying luxury goods fo r the tn. as she bad been 

doing a century bef ore (see above. page 2 f.) • Now raw materials for 

her workshops and markets tor the finished products they produced W8re 
l.6~ 

an important oonoern. 

SimulMAeousl.y, Turkeif' s prosperity was wearing thin (see above, 

page 36 t .), and the Levant appears now to have begun to play a JUnf' role 

vis.A-vis the French t raders. Previously. in its prosperity. the area 

had been a supplier of luxuries; now, in its poverty. it began to be a 

r aw-material source for French workshops and a market for French mama­

fe.otures. In 1572, in a French ambassadorial report • ..., are given a 

glimpse into the obara.oter of the Franco-Turkish traf'tio at what may 
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have been (although I cannot say with precision) the time or the trana­

i tion: raw goods for French workshop• - wool, cotton, silk and hides, 

tannins, dye fixatives and waxes -- were already being loaded in quant­

ity onto Franoe•a ahipa in the Levant, alongside the old drug staples 

and such familiar lm:uriea as spioea, Oriental rugs, porcelain ware, and 

corals for jewelry1 the return voyages to the East were already bringing 

many or the worJ:ahops' . produota - tiniahed wool and linen fabrics, 

canvas, and pnterware.27 High-plaoed Ottomena or the d~ already had a 

yeh. we are told, for auoh European ware as preoi aion manu.faotures, like 

clocks, and fine fabrics suoh aa cambrics and brocades, some of which 

was undoubtedly fashioned of Turkish rawmaterials.28 

As time vent on, the Levant'• new :i)Oaition.. in French cammerce 

became mor• firmly established. Before a century had paued, the manu­

facture or porcelain -- to give but one exui.ple -- had undergone an 

unmistakable shirt to France. 29 A French ambassador in the Constantin­

oplo of the early 16701 s spealca of the important aport of veget&l ashes 

f'rom Syria to Venice for glass manufacture and to Uarseille for soaP­

malcing. 30 He remarks that France's chief 8%port to Syria is finished. 

cloth, and that the return trade in its latter days had been mostly in 

silk and ootton yarn.31 French tro.dera, in brief, were engaged, tram 

about the end ot Stileyman' s Golden ~· .. on, in making tho Len.nt a ccmaer-

cial oolon;y. 

This colonialiation, however, was a game that more than one power 

could play. It turned out, in fact, to be a game that Holland. and Eng­

l.and, whose early capitalistic developnent was well ahead of France's, 
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could play to much better advantage. 

England's Levantine trade assumed il!lportant proportions early in 

her bustling Elizabethan &ge. In keeping with her commercial policy 

(see above, page 10 r.), the Queen aoc.>n granted a monopolistic charter 

to a group of' English Isvantine traders bulded. together u:oder the name 

of the Turkey Compa.DiYJ by 1692, the interests or efficiency had dictated 

that it merge with the Venice Cam.pall¥, and the combined. group beoame 

known as the Levant Com~.32 

The Turkey Com~ aDd its aucceHor handled a steadily growing 

volume of trade with tl1e East, and a trade that in ever-increasing 

degree meant the e.xchange or English manufactures for Leva..itine raw 

goods. A.a early a.a 1678, the O~ obtained Turkey's permission to 

trade under England's flag, rather than under France'•• as had been the 

lavt (see above, page 41 t.). Neither France's protests nor even the 

formal revocation, in the French Capitulation of 1581, of the English 

privilege had aey effect; an English Capitulation in 1583 grai:xted the 

33 Turkey Compaey etill more rights than it had gotten five yea.rs before. 

French~ngliah cmpetition in the IAvant became extrcely linq by 

the first quarter or the seventeenth century. and the Italian states 

'vere drawn into it. In consistently seeking Venice's t'riendship, France 

mnde of' the Ad.riatic republic practioe.lly a junior partner in her own 

Eastern camieroe. She tied Vent.oe to herself in using her good offices 
34 

to bring a.bout a Turko-Venetian peace in 1540, and turther etrangthened 

her own position by negotiating the treaty of' 1673 (see above, page 35).36 
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!Ater, in the more difficult years of' 1639 to 1660, the charge of the 

French embe.saador to the Sublime Porte 11aa to attempt to mediate between 

France's protectorate, Venice, aDd her customer, Turkey.36 Vihen the 

customer proved recalcitrant, France quietly came to the aid of her pro­

tectorate with sizable forces of' "volunteers" dispatched unofficially to 

the aid of Ca:odia.31 

Tuscaey came under France' a protection as 119111 about 1660, when 

her Medicean Grand Duke was in terror of' the Spanish and Papal ascend-
38 ancy in Italy. NevertheleH, in the Lnantine trade Tua~ 11as of 

considerably greater service to Englaml than to France J when Grand Duke 

Fernando I {1587-1609) developed bis port of I.egborn39 and when it 

became a tree port, it tilled a seriou1 need tor England (who possessed 

no Mediterranean ports in those days), llbich used it as its great :Medit­

erranean base ~ operations and had i t s ahip• call there on the 'fie¥ to 

and from the i.T&Jrt.40 

Englaild steadily increased her share in the :t.ftntine trade aDl her 

influence in the East. Though the Frenoh Capitulations of' 1597 am 1604 

attempted to outlaw the tendency, she began to usurp in ner-greater 

degree Franoe•a old prerogative of' protecting European traders in the 

East.41 

A Dft' nation of' traders, however, had arri-recl in Le'rantim waters 

to complicate still further the competitive picture. Theae were the 

Dutch, who were present in auoh numbers by 1606 that a bitter rivalry 

had arisen between the English ambassador at the Porte, who insisted 
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they and the Flemish be put under his protection. and the French ambaaa-

his country•• tlag. as had been prmded in the French capitulations. 

The dispute was patcbecl up in two or three years with the ccapramiae 

agretlllD8nt that FraDoe should continue to charge Betberl.aDd captai.Da the 

~ lny she ez:acted trc:m all non-.French ships that had her "protection"• 

but that in the case ot the Flemings she should split the income with 

Englaal.42 In a very short time, howftr, the Dutch had becme so strong 

in the East that they no longer needed to deter either to France or to 

Engl.and; ~ 1613, they had their awn treaty with the ottomans. and the 

flag of the United ProTinoea was recopised throughout the Levantiu 

coasta.43 

During the ti.rat halt ot the arrenteenth oentury, the growth ot 

Holland' a J.nant Com~ was enn more rapid a:ad striking than had. been 

that ot its Engli•h m.9Alm aDd oam.petitor, a generation betore. Lilce 

the latter, the Dutoh oompe.JJ¥ utilized the tree port at Isghorn as its 

chief base a.nd. way-station between the home ports and the 1't'ant.44 

However. so wealthy aDd eo praoticed were the oapitaliste ot .Amaterdul 

(see above, pe.ge 9 t.) tha.t they were able to prmde seTere cam.petition 

to the mercb&nta of England in the business ot bayiJag raw materials a.nd. 

selli ng manufactures in the Ottoman markets. 

In a systematic effort to worst the Dutoh in the F.e.st Mediterranean 

trade and in all other placee where their galleom met, the English 

under the pre-Cammosealth Stuarts and under the Ccamomrealth ts well 

developed manutaoturing and discouraged. the production ot raw materifl].s 
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for export. 'l'hue, at the begimdng ot the oentury the English undertook 

to make tor themselves the fabric dye mordants th&t had previously (see 

abon, page 43) ocme in quantity trcm the lAnnt. 45 They began to manu­

raoture soap ot English, rather than the thitherto important (page 43) 

Syrian, rawmateriale.46 

In the days ot James I, the Levant Cam~ group proposed an 

ambitious scheme. They 119re anxious to improve their trade balance by 

exchanging the most prof'itable export posaible for the raisins, the 

Cretan wine, the tanning agents, and the raw or yarn ootton th&t th9y 

were importing frOlll the LeftJlt. Textiles, they belieTed, were the 

magical export that oould multiply their profits: textiles light in 

wei ght f'or easy bulk transport, and highly oolored to make aa appeal to 

the Turkish trade. Textiles, f'urthermore, would enable them to cccpete 

on more favorable tenu td th the Dutoh, already edging ahead in the 

Isvantine market beoause ot their status as chiet shipper• ot the Cont­

i nent• a output of tinished fabrics. The Levant Cam~•s scheme, there­

fore, was tor nothing abort of' a r1NMk1ng of England'• eoo~ so that, 

instead or shearing sheep and exporting their wool, she would WM.Te it in 

workshops and export the cloth. As i t turned out, they were somnbat 

ahead of their tiM 147 1 t was aotu&lly not until 1660 that IA>mon wa.a 

able to oast a satisfied glanoe over the growth of mamif'aoturing and 

interdict - under cruel penalties - the exportation tr<111. England ot 

rawwool.48 

Despite this measure am all the other etf'orta ot Englishmen, 

despite the indirect ef'f eots of the ?faTigation Act of' 1661 and the 
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Anglo~tch War or 1662-1654• the oammeroe or the UetherlaDis and the 

influence ot her :merohanta grew apaoe in the Len.nt:f~f no maa.11 

adftlltage -.s the .Amsterdam Rxohange Bank (see above. page 9 and note 

27). whose phenam.em.l liquidity enabled. Dutoh businesmnen to extend 

two years• credit while themaelns paying in bills of exchange on the 

Bank. in ready speoie, 49 or nen in gold ingots trail the late •40• a on. 50 

English merchants, though allowed to export gold trCll!l 1664 on,61 had not 

nearly the same advantageous be.nld.ng facilities as their oompetitors 

enjoyed.J a 1650 memorandum ot the ~lish Levant Ccm~ laments the 

fact . 52 

\'ihile the English and the Dutoh wre competing in Ottoman ports, 

Fr&llCe slowly faded tram the pioture. For one thing, there was so much 

to concern her in other areas -- her long foreign wars (see above, po.ge 

28 ), the internal religious war and the non-religious strite culminating 

in the Fronde (above, page 13), the administratift reorganisation under 

Richelieu, and iu general the all-oon.suming illtereat in homelam and in 

Europe - that she was etteotiTely distractecl trCllll her quondam relation 
, 

with the IAnant. For another, the Franoe ot Catheriu de Kticliois am 

Richelieu and JJau.rin sil!lply did not possess the capital and the shipping 

that the England of the first Stuarts and the Cc:amomrealth and the 

Holland ot J!aurits of Basaau and Jan de l'litt bad at their disposal. 

The pashas ot Turkey wre not a low to oClllprebend the French d.ecllne. 

As a result, there was no renewal of French capi tulationa between 1614 

and the end or the period with \?hi.oh we are concerned. The Ottoman 

ports, once f'ull or the biastle or France's ships, began to diaoriminate 
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against her: b;y midoentury. she was saddled with a duty ot ~ ad valorem 

on the goods she brought into the Levant. as against the mere :9'fo levied 

against her English and Dutoh oompeti tors. 63 The ot.ficial duty. however. 

was beocming a minor expense. tor ship-oaptaina am consuls were encount­

ering a mountiDi TOlume or arbitrary illposts that are perhaps best 

described as •halcedowna.63& 

The Prenoh were not the only traders who began to teel the dema.Dis 

of "shakedown artists• in the ports of the Lnant. They perhaps suffered 

more than the English and the Dutoh beoause the increasingly-resented 

Capi tulationa system was hiatorioally a French syateina. because France was 

now less intluential in the Lnant and lesa able to tight sbakadowns than 

her competitcarl. and finally beoause Ottoman ships in the Mediterranean 

were so often pillaged by Frenoh pir&tes. 

The pirate captains wre. m&lJ¥ ot ti.a. sons ot aristocratio famil­

i es of the Provence. Some were seoond sons. prevented f'rom enjoying the 

ancestral estates by the primogeniture law.54 Some may have been viotima 

of thlt inflation of the second half' ot the sixteenth century (see above. 

pages 7• 12). Whatever the oausea for their turning to bucoe.neering• the 

Provencal pirate oaptaina did a flourishing sl&Te business and delighted • 
in playing hob With Ottoman interests along the North .Af'rioa.n shore. 56 

Paris generally 'Was not unfriendly to them. Henri IV (1589-1610). to 

give an example. while officially a great friend of the Sultan's (it was 

his ministers who negotiated the highly fa"TOrable Capitulations ot 1597 

and 16~4), was sub rosa the protector of the pirates. from whose gains 

he received a veritable "rakeoff"J to avoid embarrassment to their sOT­

ereign, the pirates would ply their trade under the flag ot Tuac~. 
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Naples. or Malta rather than France.56 

Malta at that time was the veey citadel and shrine ot piraoy.57 

Preying upon shipping a%ld inaui'ticiently protected ports. eapeoially it 

they were OttCIDaJl• was - notwithstanding its ecclesiastical name -

the very raison d'etre of the Order of Saint John of Malta. The members 

of this onetime Crusaders' Order, the so-called Maltese Knights, were in 

great part French noblemen. ~ 

Chri stians were not the only pirates. The B&rbe..ry coraai.rs, oper­

ating under the aegis or the Ottoman Empire. made llediterranean traffic 

quite hazardous for French. English, and Dutch alike. 58 By mid-seven­

teenth-century, certainly. the French were least able ot the three to 

absorb their blows. \'/bat with all t heir dif'f'ioulties with Turkey, the 

French decided at the outbreak of' the Cendian i1ar that they had a chance 

to hold onto at least one East Mediterranean ally; they aocordingly11'8Jlt 

to the aid of Venice. albeit unof'f'ioially (see above, page 45). 

France's partisanahip in the Candian ViLr proTed to be an added 

excuse for the pashas and kadi• to discriJninate against her shippi11g.59 

By the ti.me we reach our terminal year of 1666, we find her woes so 

grievously multiplied that there was not much left or her Eastern 

commerce. In Aleppo's h&rbor, where she bad onoe enjo,..d& lucratin 

monopoly,60 the English and the Dutch were~ dama.gi11g campetitora.61 

I i. depressed Cairo and Alexalldria (see above, page 39), whenoe all other 

European agents had fled, her factors alone remained to preside over a 

trickle of trade and to sui'rer s:Mkedowns or up to 2~ of' the value of a 
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ct.rgo.62 

Fr&DOe'a Levantine trade bad been a 30,000,000 liwe t. year business 

occupying one thouaam ships at the beginning of the century• By 1620 it 

t.lready bad aa tew aa 400 veasela, and ita valuation was down to 

18,000,000 livrea. When the '60'a arriTed., it bad shriveled to a wraith: 

using in all but thirty bottoms, Franoe imported le&1 than :s.000,000 
61& 

livrest worth frcm the Levant and hported nearly nothing. On account or 

Barbary pirates and the other uncertainties ot the time, insurance coat 

l S'fo or cargo woisth. Shakedowns to Ottaia.n oftioiala did away with aa 

much as another 29',( to 3 •• 63 In llebmet Jt8pr'11• a reign, which began in 

1656, the Frenoh ambe.aaador•a intluenoe diaappeared alaost entirely, and 

he was twice arreated.J64·..:ahortly at~r hia recall in 1660, hi.a son was 

named by Louis XIV to auooeed him, but France waited OTer tour years tor 

a Turkish change in attitude before letting him depart tor Constanti.n­

ople. 65 

As we have clearly seen, the passage or time brought ever sterner 

conpetition into the Lnantim trade. 1600 was more competitin than 

1550, and 1665 more so than 1600. It was t.mdoubtedly this factor more 

than any other that gaTe rise to the steady increase in aentU.nt in 

favor of a new Crusade -- a Crusade ot united Europe against the Turk. 66 

67 
Crusade fever was in the air in 1517-1519, during the CJprua War in 

1571-1573,68 at the beginning ot Turkey'• decline in 1686-1619•
69 

-.oh 

time the PapaJ7: 1eci in the attempt to inapirit the European powers and 

unite them behiDd the idea of wresting the Le'ftJlt from the intidel. 

The seventeenth century, when Fr&n.ce was losing ground in the Ee.at, aaw 
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Crusade projects torming under French ra.ther than Vatican leadership. 

There waa the "grand deaaein" ot Henri IV and Sully tor conquering 

70 Tu.rkey. which loomed large in the monarch• a mind between 1607 and 1609. 

There was p),re Joseph's scheme. upon whioh the "Gray Eminence" labored. 

indefatigably tram about 1615 to 1625.
71 

There was finally. durimg the 

Turkish push through the Balkans in 1661 to 1663. a new Crusade project 

promoted once again by the Holy see.72 

While plotting external aggression. Christian leaders did not 

neglect the encouragement ot subversion within Turkey as well. As trad­

itional protectresa or the Christiana within the Empire. France was in a 

peculiarly favorable position tor doing so. (One writer baa expressed 

i t thus. "lnlen Frenoh intluenoe was at its height i n t he Lev1nt. the 

?ranch 8l!lbassador at Constantinople was a veritable vice-emperor of the 

Orient. the Grand Vizier or the Christians. 1173) Her legitime.te patron-

age of Levantine Christians - such as her centuries~ld protection of 

the Lebanese ?Aaronitea, 74 her speci al diplomatic mission of 1621-1622 

for the promotion of Catholicism in Palestine7~- could merge at times 

into more questiou.ble activities, such as bailing out or Turkish jails 

Jesuits accused or aubTeraion76 and introducing the Capuchin Order into 

the Empire. under the sponsorship ot that Capuchin would-be Crusader, 

Pere Joseph. 77 

It is enlightening to recall the elaborate aggressi T8 and aubvers­

i ve plana of the 1610' s. in whose latter workings P~re Joseph played a 

large pe.rt. The plans began with a strange accord. pro"ri.ding that a 

disaffected Emir or Beirut and a pretender to the Ottoman throne would 
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each lead more or less simultaneous revolts. and that an assorted Mvy 

made up or a Tuscan neet and ot Frenoh pirate ships flyi.Dg Tusoan. 

Neapolitan and llalteae flags. would give them i:mmecliate support. Some 

of these ships remained in Levantine waters from 1608 to 1610. waiting 

vainly for the revolt to break. JJeamwhile. the web ot intrigue widened: 

Aust ria secretly gave a nod ot enoouragement1 Persia. at war with 

Turkey. "1'18.8 drawn into the plot; and a rnolt in Greeoe was tcnent~ 

supported by the Frenoh Due de Nevers. who announced himself' a aoion of 

t he Bysantine royal house and r&iaed an aJ"Jll1' and a collection of money 

i n France . Underground organizations in the Leftllt began propagaDdi&ing 

Levantine Christians in Nevers• tavor -- there is suspicion that the 

Jesuits Turkey arrested (see previous page) were accused of oamplici ty in 

this propaganda -- and in 1612 the Orthodox bishops of Greec.e pet itioned 

Uevers to hurry to their aide in the JWDe of Christ.78 

Although this ambitiOIS plan. with its oombirJAtion ot sedition and 

Troj an-horse t&otios, did not bear fruit, there is little doubt that 

maey of the French and Italian monks in Ottonan lands played the role ot 

agitators against oivil loyalty among the native Christiana. Moro tlw.n 

likely, it was their intluonoe that prompted the Greek patriarch of 

Antioch and the Armenian patria.roh of Aleppo to write in the 160'• to 

!Duis nv as their hoped-tor "delinrer" . 79 

It is ~rthy that of all these and the~ other sohemes tor 

destroying the Ottollan Empire' a power. not one even approached implement­

ation. That 'this is so is due, paradoxically. to the same f'aotor that 

gave rise to t he schemes -- competition. On the one h&lld. the Le"8nt-
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ine traf'tic 119.S so competitive that a drive on the pa.rt or one ponr to 

monopolize it would have found itaelt opposed in short order by an!:!_ 

~ concert of the others. On the other haD:l, the riae or mtionalilllll 

(see above, page 10 r.) having made the "balanoe or power" a rethh of 

European diplomats, it was next to impossible tor a ooalltion of powers 

to be formed, to win a clitl.omatic or llili tary victory, and then to sur­

vive the mutual suspicions that would inevitably supervene. 

For enmple, the Crusade that Leo X urged in 1617 was stopped short 

by the hostility of the German princes to the Holy See and the decision 

of Francis I, after losing his suit tor the Roly Roman Empire• s crown, 

that Europe's balance or power oould be preserved only by his entente 

w.ith the Porte against Charles v.80 
Henri IV's "grand deaaeiu" likewise 

foundered on the rook of Franco-Austrian rivalry. 81 The rather intarmal 

coalition of Venice, Spain, France, and the Vatican that won the vict.oey 

at Lepantocoould not capitalize on it to advance further against the 

Turks because Spain and Fra.noe were more ilmled.iately interested in ohec~ 

ing each other. 82 The Crusading plans or P~re Joseph got nowhere beo&uae 

the powers or Europe were expending their entire energies on the Thirty 

Years' Viar• 83 while the international force of Germana, Austrians, 

French, Hungarians and Italians who turned back the Turks at St. Gotthard 

in '64 f'ell apart when Austria, frightened of her French allies, si~ecl a 

hurried peace with the Lnantine en8:1111'· 8' Finally, we may note that Pope 

Alexander VII's request or three years earlier tor an alliance looking 

tawa.rd a C"wade was taken coolly by Hazarin, becauee of the Vatican•• 
. 85 

olosenese with Spain at the time. 
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1Yhile human enaies se-4 unable to unite to do her 4-.ge. the 

ottoman Empire of :midoent'117 ha4 her share and more ot oold• eooDClllio 
IS& 

roes. A French ambassador ~the '701 1 towd Paleati.D8•s ao11 80 

infertile am unpramiaing that be waa willl.Dg to oouider the ocnmt17•• 

Biblical prosperity a veritable miracle ~the Lord. 86 He a4dec\ that 

tho inhabitant• 'ftre ponrty-striokell. Jerualemitea touDd J4D1J1f17 •o 

soaroe that "on ae ~t ~ tout pour en &"f'Oir.•87 In Gasa. while tu 
\ 

Pasha lind in palatial style. "Le peuple est miserable juques a estre 

reduit ~ damamer l'aU110ae. et 11 est ausq clitf'ioille qu'in~e de 

la do:aner par l 1 aooablement de oeaE qui la demament.1188 Wbile a meber 

of the French embassy st&tt reported in 16'0 that street beggar• 'ftre a 

rare sight in Coutantinopl•• the Tef7 poor be1Dg cployecl in public 

works projeota, 89 it may be cloubtec\ it the Constenti110ple ot the middle 

•&O!s wa-a prosperous. It the Sm;yrna of the time was u bustlillg aD1 &I 

well-to-do aa it is deaoribed• 
90 it is likeq that it• wed.th was mere~ 

wnat had been transferred trca partly' blockadec\ (see abon. page• 36 • .. 
39} Constantinople. Other oountriea bedclea Turkey auttered: there 

91 
seems to have been a depression in Tuac~ in or about the '60' •· 

i'iith all thi•• the competition of European traders in the Lnant 

remained WiakJ it seem.a to have been at least as livel7 in the deoade ot 

the '60'• aa in UT one previous. The Dutch cliaoouragecl pirate attaob 

by sending their merobantmen into the 1lecli terraman in OoD"f'OT•• and mount­

ing aiz oazmon or ao on each of thc.92 liiebmet K&prtll.ii clemande4 tlat the 

Eugli•h and Dutoh ship• in the Leftnt do duty aa arms- aD1 troop..oarriera 

tor him durillg the Cemhn war. and Cl'tlllWll• tor om. meekl7 a.cquiesoecl 
93 

rather than jeopardise hi• Levant CompHQ'' • tra4ing priTilegH. !'be 
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Dutch. apparently dissa'tiaf'ied with their porl facilities in Leghorn. 

entered negotiations (which proved inconclusive) tor leasing a harbor 

on the island of Elbe..94 The position o!' the Dutch had became ao strong 

tba't they 1'9re actually doing some ot Venice• s shipping for her; they 

had offices and quays at the .Adriatic oi't7J95 muoh ot the imporla'tion ot 

I.svantine raw materials for Venice' a glaanorks was in "their ballda by 

now (see above. page 45 and note 30). 

France. seeing her Levantine position melt away. played a double 

game for a long time. Henri IV. while plotting his "grand deuein•. 

remained off'icially on the best of terms with the Sultan.96 A decade 

later, Paris made the Duo de Nevers adopt a no~Frenoh flag. am saorit­

i ced her Syrian consul who publicly blessed the Emir or Beirut• s 

revolt (see above, page 52 t).97 l'lben Louie nv sent a generously 

large army to help the Austrian Emperor against the Turks in '63 (see 

above, pe.ges 38, 64), he apologised to Vienna that be could not do more 

and aimuli&neoualy apologized to 'the Porte tor having sent a:a:r help at 

all. 98 In similar vein, he tried to disguise the French &nil¥ at Candia 

by orderi.ng it to fly t"ie Pope's f'lag. 
99 

l·lben Colbert, after tour years in power, turned his mind to the 

sick Levant trade, he applied to it his wonted bold approach. Sending 

as ambassador to Constantinople De Ia Hap, Sieur de Vantalet (be 

arrived Deo•ber 1, 1666
100

), be charged him with turthering a remark­

able scheme: Ia Haye-Vantelet -.s to propose to the Porte that d.utiea on 

1''renoh goods be cut tc ~while English merchants should be placed 

under increaaed. impositions and the Dutch be required. agai.JL to aa.11 

under France's tlagJ 1n return. France being granted. a monopoly at Suez, 
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she would build two large fleets, one to oarry freight tram India up the 

Red Sea to Sues and the other to take it - after an overland haul 

across the Sues Isthmus - f'ram Egypt's Mediterranean harbors to Europe, 

with the result that a Dft' Europe-to-India route would be opened and the 

Levant retrieve the rich source ot revenue it had lost when the cape 

101 route was initiated. The new ambassador, bawever, tar .trcm finding 

the Port e receptive to negotiation, was made the whipping-boy tor its 

grievances age.inst Europeans; the defeat at st. Gotthard and France's 

part in it rankled in Ahlnet K&prfUii•s heart, and he remained unf'riendly 

to I.a Haye-Vantelet throughout the latter' a stay in Turkey, which lasted 

past 1666.
102 

Though they were not to bear fruit within our period, Colbert'• Lev­

antine plans were well conceived within the frame of' hi1 mercantilistic 

rat i onale (see above, page ll). A number or men were skeptical of the 

Ot t oman ccmanerce's utility, G01ll8 in France because of' their country's 

unfavorable trade ba.lanoe with the Levant (see above, page 51). others 

-- Calvinists in spirit - in both France and England on the ground that 

so much that -was imported from the East was "useless eupertlui ties and. 

vain pomp". Richelieu had answered the former class ot doubters with 

the observation that trade wit h the Levant redounded to the benefit ot 

France• a interD&tional trade in general, lOS and Colbert now gaw llhat 

amounted to an answer to all the skeptics with bis grea.t scheme tor 

broadcasting manutaoturing monopolies through the Provence and develop­

~ the Levant and the lands beyond as their raw-goods source and their 

ma.rket.104 

The Levant of the 1660 ' s was a colorf'ul theater in which European 
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rivalries were druati&ecl. Merohants ot the Western powers met and 

competed there tor the te.TOr ot the Ottoman otf'ioials and entrepreneurs, 

and for the priTilege of' playing the le.rgest part in the reduction ot 

the Levant to the status ot oommercial oolo~. 

c. CONCWSION 

It has not been easy to tind meaningtul. material on the Levant of' 

our period, nor has my search tor it ben very suooesatul. In the hope 

that the numerous f'aota I as~anbled might in the a Mregate tell us 

something significant about the economy of the seventeenth-century 

Levant and the hopes and fears ot its inh&bitanta and foreign uploit­

ers, I have set them clown, dif'tuse though they have made the chapter. 

Thus, I have had to lean heavily on what is best documented but least 

important for our purposes, the military and the top-level political 

events and tbe course ot l'urki.sh diplomacy (especially wi. th Fre.n.oe, 

whose diplomatic relatiorus with the Porte were eapeoially aotive and 

eventful); and I baTe been able to draw the least on what would ha.Te 

been of' most help, suoh as adequate sources on Levan.tine oommeroe 

(especially- wi. t h Amsterdam. :Hamburg, Leghorn, and Venioe -- towns th&t 

were so important in the Sabbatian movement) and material on the sociol­

ogy of' the le.rge Levantine port ccw11mni ties in the seventeenth century• 
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It is unfortunate that I have not been able to make of this chapter 

as clee.rcut a presentation of historio faot as would have been desirable. 

It is nevertheleH possible. I believe. to draw trm the chapter certain 

oonclusiona that mAy have bearing on the rise and spread of Sabba.tianian 

within the Levant. 

Probably- the moat striking ocmd.ition in the airteenth a.nd snen­

teenth century- X.nnt is the growing Buropean interest in the area. It 

was no longer the wa.y-station tor the India trade and the amall-soale 

producer of goods tor Europe that it had been in the f'ifieenth century. 

Uow. with the signing in 1636 ot Franoe•s first Capitulation. with the 

f ounding early in the second halt of the century of the English Turkey 

(later Levant) CcmpaD¥, and with the influx of Dutoh traders be~nnin~ 

about the turn of the century. the Levant assumed a vital role in the 

developnent of European mer0t.ntilistic oapitaliam. 

Herchants in the mercantilist tradition. in.tatue.ted wi.th the 

profit~ng possibilities in mamlf'acturillg. sought in the Levant a 

dependable source ot cheap raw materials -- especially tor the produc­

tion of cotton, wool. a.nd sillc fabrics, to a 1maller degree tor the 

manufacture of glaas, soap. and leather goods - am, secondarily, a 

ma.rket for their ma.nutao7s• By mid-seventeenth century. it was 

evident that Holl.and, whd/ of all European lands had made the most 

successful transition to capitalim at heme. was alao the leader in the 

....evant ;,ommeroe1 that England. the second capitalist nation, waa second 

in the Levant; and that France, the first to open the Lnant but the 

last to grow tol'l8.rd modern busineH methods, la&ged badly in her traffic 
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with ottoman port•. 

I have no evidence indicating whether or not English or Dutoh 

merchants followed the example of their oount~n in the East Indies 

and the Americas by usi Dg deceit, gangster methods- aDd murder to 

further their trade in the Levant. There is abundant evidence. on the 

other hand# that during the century ending in 1666 oertain elements 

(notably Provenpl oapitaliats aDd pin.tea) in France did 'Whatner could 

be done under cover toward persuading European armies to war against the 

Ottomans aDd encouraging dia~eotion and sedition within the Empire. 

The Frenoh. still doing considerable busi.J1eee with the Empire- bad to do 

in secret the subversive work that they hoped would eventuate in their 

recouping their old place as ohief European trader with the Levant. 

HoW"ever- they bad allies in the work - the Vatican. Tua~- Venioe, an 

old Crusaders• Order DO\T r'4ucecl to buccaneering - who, long having lost 

t heir place in t he Levantine sun, had no need to plot in secret. 

\·ma.tever subversi ve agitation ther6 was in the ottc:lllan realm, it was 

in all likelihood abetted by bad economio oonditiona, of which we ha'Te 

some hints and indications in the contemporary sources. The ottoman 

Empire was throughout our period an overwhelmingly ran.l nation- with 

mor eover what must have been a subsistence ec~. The etf'ect of the 

great conquests undoubtedly was the creation of a far-ranging economic 

entity -- a long chain of ports under one e;overnment with a solitary 

~ustcma law_ backed up by e.n extensive heartland newly treed of i nternal 

f r onti er bar riers; and the upsurge of trade t hat we are given to believe 

accompanied the sixteenth-century Golden Age must have been due in large 
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po.rt to this development. But her great land maas and her array of 

harbors di d not suffice to keep Turkey prosperous: it may be that. with 

an eco~ essentially primitive and not very productive. she could DOt 

remain well-to-do for long without conquering new lands. At any rate. 

there is little doubt that in the i'irst half of the seventeenth centur,y 

she 1'9.s attacked by depression. 

By midcentuey. the depression seem.a to have been over in some 

places. such as Smyrna. although it certainly continued in Palestine. 

Undoubtedly the sona ot the ~ imnigranta Turkey had welcomed. at her 

apogee -- so maey of whom had entered the ranks of the middle class -

had suffered from it. 

Through 4epreHion and p..,.n_.. the ties between the trading 

cities of Europe and those of the LeTaJXt were becoming oloaer and more 

tightly bound; and the heightened intimacy wa.a spelling out the achieve­

ment of a symbiotic relationship between Western Europe and the Levant. 

a relationship that meant the commer•ial colonisation of the latter by 

the former -- a relationship in which Ottoman reaouroee were becaming a 

prize to be intrigued over or negotiated tor among capi taliats of foreign 

lands and Ottomans allied to them. To an extraorlinary extent. mid-seT­

anteenth-centu.ry Turkey had become a focus of the more adw.noed nations' 

economic rivalries. 
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CHAPTER 'l' H R B B 

THE JEWS VICTOOZED BY SOCIEft1 S UNREST 

ABD SEEKING RELIEF 

In the first ohapter we diaoussed those aooial, eocmomio and Polit­

ical conditi ons that made seventeenth-century Europe ripe tor the growth 

01'-)nystical religious moT8m8nts. llhy, however, waa the most noteworthy 

and enthusiastic of these movements a Jewish onet 

Furthermore, the Levant, as we said in the aeoond ohapte111 had a 

special function p PoSi tion in seventeenth-century oommeroe. Was there 

aey reason, boweTer -- aside frgm the presence of Zion - WbT it waa 

especially imPortant and desirable to Jews ot the ti.met 

It is to a oonsideration of these questions that this chapter will 

be devoted. 
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A. EUROPE SACRIFICES JEWS AT THE GRAVE OF THE llIDDIB .AGES 

Rabbis and Jewish historians in Aaerioa like to preaoh that Jen 

thrive beat in a demooratic eooietT. Foregoing the question ot whether 

t his is true in the present. we may seriously doubt its verity in the 

past. Certainly• the initial. steps that Burope took fltca the authori t­

ariani sm. we associate with the W.ddle Ages t01llU"d the relatiw d-.ooraoy 

of urbe.niam and oapitalism were steps that oost muoh Jewish heartache 

and not a little Jewish blood. 

In t he seventeenth oentuey • Pol.and 1'9.8 closer to the middle ages 

than most European countries (see above. page lS). Lar.;e nllllbers ot 

Jews served the Polish nobility as ballkers. overseers. estate managers. 

or rent collectors. and thus had a f'unction and a stab in the teudal 

system there.1 When the great Polish aristocratic houses took to them­

selves estates in the Cossack plains ot White Russia and the Ulcraine• 

they made lD8llY' Jna their agents in these new la.Dde: the early decades 

ot the seventeenth century saw an 1.nf'lux ot Jews into the Co111aok 

countey • where same became virtual ci vi 1 rulers over the peasants am 

petty trad •amen ot ihlssian stock. Jewa acted as civil judges in the 

name of the feudal lordJ they collected taxes -- tor the lord and tor 

themselves - on !"arm produce. on the profits ot i'lourmills am imls. 
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on fish caught in the streams, even (e.gainat the oounael ot rabbis) on 

saorameJXts performed in Orthodox ohurohea.2 

Hatred and resentment brewed in the hea.rta ot the taxed and humili­

ated peasants ot Ulcrainia and Ruthema. Some ot t.be antipe.~, to be 

sure, was directed. againat the Polish C&tholio lord.a who oppreaaed 

themJ but t.be lords, ai'ter all, wn distant and shadowy to a degree, 

lvhile their agents, the Jewa, presented a more oonspiouous and appealing 

target, since they moTed among the peasants, tilled their purses in the 

peasants~ presenoe, and joked in the pee.Banta' bearing about "haKouk 

3 
bani gal." 

When t.be peasants rose, in 1648, they most assuredly rose again.st 

the Polish lords. Although their betman Chnielniold., rioh in cattle and 

in l and.a, was no more t he democrat or leas the meclinalist tpn a:a:f ot 

the proud Koniecpolakis, Potookia, or W16niowiecld.a, they nonetheleaa 

dealt a staggering blow to the feudalism. ot an important part of Europe. 

But, significantly and tragioally, they atruok at the Jen first and 

most fiercelya they wrought among the Jews greater dew.station ti.n 

among the Poles. 

The Jews in the Ukraine and .Vbi te Russia had stood between two 

hostile groups. They had served the nobility by fulfilling tor it those 

odious duties that few but immigrants will undertake. As reoompenae, 

t.bt.re was part ot the taxes and rents they colleoted. True, the peasants 

came to hate them more than they hated the nobility, but the Jen counted 

on the nobility to protect then. The nobility, however, knew the Jews 



- 74 -

stood between it and the peasants. and on some occasions -- as at the 

siege of Tulc¢4 - aacrltioed the Jerrs in an attempt to ae.ve its own 

position. In this lf9.1• a great sooial war or t he seventeenth century. 

'mile weakening the feudal syatc. alao created a great mass of homeless 

Jews and spread a cloud or insecurity over the J ewish world. 

The struggles of pet t1 bourgeois am master craftsmen, in the 

seventeenth century. to preserve or strengthen their status in the ecmi.­

omy of t hei r ci t7 'ft.S not much different f'rom the similar struggles that 

had taken place i n the middle ages. Then. however. they had been spor-

adic, 1\'hile now t hey were c..._,,n1 perhaps this ._s because cities were 

now more numerous, because they were larger and life in them more compet-

i ti ve; quit e likely the m&ster crat'tmmen feared the competition of 

burgeoning capttalist industries and of the greatly multiplied. urban 

5 proletariat; quite liJcel7. too. the petty bourgeoisie w.1 disturbed at 

the i nflation (see above. P• 5 ff.} and the rise ot great trading organ­

i zationa that had come upon the scene with the first growth of' oapit&li11111 

&Jld threatened to make a profitable existence difficult f'or tball. 

Furt bennore. economic crises were nOW' common. and prosperous cities from 

t ime to time entered upon protracted periods of decline (see a'boYe, PP• 

3 rr •• 8, 22 r.). undoubtedly contributing greatly to the 1.nnourity 

fe l t by the lower- and J!liddle~ddle cl.a.a•••• Fi.Dally. the bourgeoi•i•• 

if DOt the cre.f'tamen' S group. 118.8 - because of its increased size -

abJ" to infhenoe the affairs of the city and the counsels ot the me.giat­

racy to a significantly greater degree in the seventeenth century than 

before. 
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The great antagoni1ts of the bourgeoisie were the nobllity. with 

their feudal attitudes and preferences. Vii.th a consistency that may 

astonish us democrats. the nobility sought out Jews as allies and 

assistants. in return protecting them to a degree against their foes. 

This 198.S the case in pre-1648 Poland. where the landed aristocrats and 

-- except when it was necessary to yield to anti-J ewiah pressure - their 

creatures the Kings were staunch upholders of Jewish rights and prhil-

6 eges. Thie was the case in mid-sixteenth-century Italy. where the Doge 

of Genoa opposed Jewish expal.sion f'rcm his dminiona7 and a Roman card-

inal was a devoted proteetor of the Jews againat ri tual~er accuea-
8 

tions. The Bohemian nobility was equally pro-JewiahJ it pleaded for 

the reopening of Prague to Jews in the 1560's• and the Pope reinforced 

9 its plea. !Ater. in 1616. it '\'!as the aristocracy that was instnunental 

in the readmi aaion ot J ewe to Franlcturt-am~ and Wurm• after the 

10 lower order• bad expelled them. Finally. it was Catholic and mediev-

alistic Austria that. in the Tl-.irty Years' war • .._,.ordered her ccmn•nc1-

er s to protect the Jewish quarters of towna.11 ~ saved the Jewish 

section when Prague was pillaged a.rter the l"lhite Uount.J.n. 12 and preT8n­

ted suffering German towns from expelling their Jeni13 it was Austria 

that extemed the privileges and residence rights of Jews immediately 

14 a.rter the Peace of l1estpbalia. 

The po.triciate certainly favored Jewa because it ._, able to make 

dir ect use of some of' them as its bankers and its a gents in ~ou1 

caiiacities. In addition. it undoubtedly looked with same favor on the 

fact that humbler Jen were performing a f'unction in lending money to 

t he middle classes. It ms.y be. however. that the nobles saw the Jews in 
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aDOther guise as wells as a bourgeois element dependent on themselves 

f or status am favors, and valuable as a counterpoise to the growing and 

rebellious Christian bourgeoisie. 

Whether or not the JJObles thought this, it is certain that the 

middl e aild lower orders of the bourgeoisie bad little love tor the Jews. 

To some extent, they may have associated the Jews with the nobility and 

r.it h the feudal system, and sought to atta.ck that system by venting their 

wrath upon ita weakest and moat vulllerable member, the Jews. 

The Polish burghers - wry many of them of Gennan origin - and 

their a llies the clergy despised the Jews.15 The burghers of mid-•ix-

16 . 17 teenth-century Prague, t he c1 ti sens of Rome in the same period, 

and many of the tradesmen of Hamburg18 and of Vienna 19 about eightyy 

years lat er were eager to take measures o.gaimt the Jns. 

In the sixteenth century, &bistocrats had been strong inm&ny' 

places and had been able, as we saw above, to protect the Jews. By the 

f ollowing century, however, the bourgeei sie was in m&JJ1' localities more 

pcwer.f'ul than it had been, and the aristocracy weaker. Consequently. 

J ews now saw their toes multiplied and their once-puissant defenders 

shorn of power. The bourgeoisie was not slow to take advantage ot its 

i ncreased st r ength 1.p order to atr4ke at the feudal system with ren.ewed 

vigor by at tacking the Jeni and ~members of the JJObility joined in 

their anti-S...mitism either because of opportunimn or as an act ot selt­

preservati on. 

I t must not be imagined, however, that t he anti-Semitimn ot burghers 
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111Ls the by-ppoduot ot aeything so abstract as an ideological diee.pproval. 

or f'eudaliam. While they and t heir spokesmen oi'ten spoke in theologioa.l 

jargon. their anti-f'eut&liam "8.S f'or the most part grounded in eminently 

practical consi derations (though this i s not the place f'or analysing 

them) . 

Furthermore. by no means all of the anti-Semitic feeling of seven­

teenth-century burghers can be written off as simple ant~f'eudalismJ 

:iany burghers had other. more direct gl"oUDds f'or attacking Jews. 

The growing class ot retailers in the Christian population of cities 

and towns was confronted with Jewish competition in the seventeenth. cent-

ury as never bef ore. With the heightened power of the bourgeois in city 

nagistracies. Christ ian retailers were able to secure le$1slation 

ba!"ri llf; Jer;s f rom the retail trade in new te:-:tiles in Tuscaey in 1649• 

after the Florentine silk weavers had protested in 1620 against Jewish 

competition; 20 Venice barred Jews f rom the TrOolen trade in 1664• and 

21 issued various other restrictive decrees in the seventeenth century. 

until ther e were no fields open to them in the Republic of' San ~aroo 
22 

other than pawnbrokerage. the wholesale and second-hand t rades. In 

1617, the Empire acquiesced in the severe legal restrictions of Jewish 

rights in Franld'urt-em~n and Wunns. a conoeHion largely to Chriat-
23 

i ans angered by t he competition of Jews. Five years earlier. the 

Haaburg Senate had ruled that only Jews of whose occupations tha.t body 

approved would b allowed to take up rosidence in the cit y.24 Finally. 

i n 1661, the lawtna.kers of Strassburg put severe occupational restric-

t . 25 
ions on t heir Jews. 
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3y ::ri.d- scventoonth century, t'.:lero was nnrdJ.y a p l a ce in Eurcpe 

,·;he:-e r etailinG was not legally closed t o the Jews . But i1 .. citi es 

~i1B.t were sufferi~ !'r olJ e cono::Uc decline or the pinc!t of :lard tir.:es, 

ft.:: o..!c:. tio:-..c.l :-ioasur e \'f8.S invoked : the Shetto, that device by !:leans of 

''i • .i~:: ;;he :;h,.-istia..n bourc;eo:.sie co·..1l d assur e i t sel:' that Jews would '-iot 

~c cr:.petitors . The pionoer e;hetto ha.d been establi shed in Venice i n 

26 
1516, bc·~o:-c sho had r ecovered f r om a seve re economi c po.nic (see 

above, p . 3 r . ). Ho1::e , with perhaps 5, 000 Jmo;s, 27 folloY:ed suit; the 

·:o l;r O:'fice o~ the Inquisition, in authority with i n t he ;hetto, 26 

~!e' pe<i to !ltr. in i;he lifo of the ~Oman J el'fS a nd keep t hem f r o:n compet ing 

·-:. -...1 Ch:"i s;;ians a r;ood deal r.ior e thoroushly than was the case in Venice. 
29 

',ie•·ona put its .Jews in a ghetto in 1599 , 30 Padua in 1602, 
31 

r:odona in 
32 33 

:u33, and Gori zia in 1G48 . In 1659 , ?a.pal Ancc·ne. ' s o.nti-JeW:.sh l aws 

~re "'.!\d<? so s t r int;ent that the ghetto was tw-ned into a virtual prison 

34 
:>:- cor: .•..mi;iy unde r siege. By i..h '3 first qua rter of t he s<>yenteonth 

c"~:t:u :-;.r , we a:-e told, it was ~lready tne r;ene ral ru l e throu~hout cconom-

:co.lly depressed I t aly for Jews t o be co::ifined behind i;hetto walls and 

35 
tlr.!.; re:-ioved fro;n i;he :;oinr; urban economy. 

'.:o:; o::ly r etc..i l e rs bul a lso ;ui l d- oraftsmen we:-e watchful l est Jews 

llecone their competitors. In Fadua , fo r exa..'llple, t hey were vrarned away 

"r~ car pe:::try, 36 and in Venice a.9ld other p laces f r on wee.vi ne; . 37 

The cqu:'.. li ?r:i um between the tendency of Jews t o ent er the cr a..f'ts 

and t l efforts of gui l ds to L-eep thern out went sooeti:n~ one way and 
ll 

so~eti:.es another . Ho17eve r , occasionally the gui ldmasters took thin&s 

into t heir o·"m hands, as in 1614 under t he ha.J:er Fetmilch and his 
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c:·e.f\.sn.en who sour;ht to build in Frank.!'urt-ll.'!l~in a Calvinist "kin&dom 

of God" , their diso.bili t i e s under ~tier patrician r ule to b3 cured by 

1 . f h J 39 o.n expu_s1on o i; e evrs . The r.;ui ld snen of ·:iunns staGed a. sini. l ar 

l'is:.~r; in t:'\e follo,·tine; year; they too expelled the Je'l7s of thei r city. 40 

Cc--::.peti tion in t r ade and crafts were not the only facts di s posing 

::::::tce::ith- and sevontaenth-century bur ghers towa rd Jew- hatred . lndebt-

'3dness t o Jewish moneylenders wa s, in some. places, quite as serious a 

cc.use . Gcrna..us had no less a precedent than Luther f or beratill{; Jews 

to w~om not a fer; of then o;red noney fo r their aealin~s in Lold a.rL 

-ilver . ~l li; remained , however, for deepl y de pressed Italy, \'Ii t h her 
a[;ainst 

large debtor c lass , to r;o the linit in pr es.chi.ng/e.nd curbin& t he "usur-

:.ov~" Jews . In this cou::itry, it ·:ms espec ially the Papal States that 

lf\:;is le.t~d S.Gainst Jewish moneylending, with i·he pr o;;r essively severer 

la":s of the 1550 ' s , 42 of 1589, a.nd of the seventeenth eent\u:·, of which 

~ne la~~cr - - ostensibly for ~he relief of Chr istian debtors -- made it 

next to inpos sible for ::lost Jewish loe.n-~ruikers to rae..ke a living. 
43 

~eM ;iust have been t)ma:; whel"' bur ·hers and their clerical friends, 

about to o::tbar'k on anti -J cwi sh ce.mpa.ii;n, ::-er..li zed 1·ri th a start t ha.S 

.ublic opinion ''ms :iot with them. I t o.ppears to me that these wero the 

i. .es ·,7hen propai;anda. drives were lau::iched, uruiotibtedly i n an attempt to 

realign .he c:. ty' s views . O.:' such nature ·••as the claim. c.e.de by the 

par-..i .Sans o::' Jewi sh expulsion f r om i' rai;ue in 1542, that the Jews were 

!l.rsonis > a.nd• i :. addition, Tur :=i.sh s pies . 44 The con-.1onest pro pa.ganda 

"~ .. s lo<;a.n, howevel', wa.s that o::? r i t ual ::iur der: it was pressed into :;er vice 

abain and a gain, as for i :istance in Bavaria in 154o, 45 in rto~e in 1555, 
46 
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in Verona in 1603, and in Ce.sale in 1611 and 1628.
47 

It seems to me that 

ritual murder accusations were less frequent in the mid-seventeenth 

century than one hundred years before; if so, this perhaps indicates not 

that Jews were less hated in the mid-seventeenth century but, paro.doxic-

ally, the contrary, that anti-Jewish bur ghers were by then i n such 

positions of power that they could railroad disoirminatory laws through 

their oi t y Senates or mo.gistraoies without having to pe.ve the way by first 

broadcasting fanciful propaganda. 

Anti-Jewish feeling and anti-Jewish propaganda led sOIJ.etimes to 

repr essive measures against the practise of Judaism. This 'Ras especially 

so in the Papal States and those Mediterr anean places under Vatican 

influence , in the fear-ridden. su spicion-laden Counter Reformat ion days. 
48 

ln 1542, the Ro!1&n Inquisition had been established; in the ' 50•s, the 

~atica.n burned Talmuds49 and censored Hebrew books.50 while in the foll­

owing century censorship, then a collmlOn rule in Italy, 51 was supplemented 

by the new regulation of requiring Jews to hear conversionist sermons. 
52 

Opposition t o Jews led also to imprisonment and physical violence 

ae;ainst Jm'Ts, as when the Holy See jailed the t:.arre.nos of Ancona in 

1555, 53 '7hen Fettmilch's partisans (see above, p. 79) staged a pogrom, 

and nhen the J ewi.sh quarter of Turin suffered from an anti-Semi tic riot 

. 54 . 55 56 
in 1639 and the Jewish quarter of Ferrara in 1581 and 1648. 

ln Chapter One we gave evidence of insecurity and economic decline 

SlllODg a number of classes of the population in lrl.despread areas of Etu·-

ope. In the above pages of t he present chapter I have sought to indic-
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ate that, to a great degree, those localities that endured decline and 

those classes that suffered insecurity tended to load their o"Wn disabil­

ities, multiplied in quantity, upon the Jews in their midst . 

Because of this tendency, one who revietl's the life of the Jevls in 

the seventeenth century finds an unrelieved SO!llber picture of suffering, 

poverty, and hopelessness throughout large areas of Europe. In Italy, 

for example, '\'There we have already seen that depression was then the 

rule, there were far profounder depression and poverty in the ghettos of 

Pesaro, 57 Urbino, 58 and Casale, 59 poverty coupled with near-confiscatory 

taxes at Ancona60 and Siniga glia, 
61 

suffering compounded by the havoc of 

war in Mantua, 62 and a steady emigration of Jews f'ran distresse-

'"' 63 .rerrara. 

Venice had a few Jtms wealthy enough to engage in international 

comnecoe, 64 but the bulk of her ghetto-dwellers considered them.selves 

fortunate if they could deal in secondhand clothing and i'urni.ture.65 

66 
Leghorn, 'vho had thrmm. open her gates to Jev1s and Ma.rranos in 159S, 

never found it necessary to isol ate and segregate Jews as did the rest 

67 of seventeenth-century Italy; nevertheless, even in this relatively 

prosperous port did it become more difficult for Jevts to make a living, 

as v:e have seen above (p. 77). 

All Italy -- except for one or two seaports -- was poor in seven-

teenth c' ~tury. ~11 Germany -- also with the exception of her ports --

Y.'8.s poor; and Germany was in addition a theater of class conflict. In 

such situations, the Jews of these lands were meeting evil times, indeed. 
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They were owrtaxed. maligned. persecuted J 
68 and the large proletariat 

among Italian Jfnlr'Y made its meager living by peddling and ragpiold.ng. 69 

We might say. in SUllml&l"Y• that the 1eventeenth-centuey Jfffl ft8 

the victim of e. double burden. In the first plaoe. an anti..feu4all1t 

sme.ll bourgeoisie and pee.aantr,y bated him as a ward ot the f'eud&l nobil­

ity - a class waning in power and DOW' l1 ttle able to protect hia in 

many area.a. In the second. place• the retailing and guildaen'• olaa•• 

•1hi le growing in numbers and in poll tioal influence in iDcreasiDgly 

urbanized Europe. al10 encountered the ft.l'i.oua kinda ot inaeour1 ty and 

economic oriaia to whioh Chapter One alludedJ aa a partial palliAtift• 

retailers and guildsmen_ with the help ot the city olergy. turne4 on the 

city Jews. forcing them out ot retailing and the orafta• restricting thm 

-- it times were nry "be.4 - in tbe lendi12g of 11JOD1J7 aD1 ieolatiDg ~ 

completely .trm the city's eo~ 'b7 pnn1ng tham in a ghetto• at tillea 

rioting against them or ourbillg their practise of their religion. and -

ii' t he city w.a not anti-Jniah enough to support auoh measure• -

comuoting a propaganda oempaign. •8P-Oialq with ritual murder p i ta 

theme. 
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B. JEi'iS CROWD INTO CENTERS OF EROSPERITY, BUT EVEN THERE EQUAUTY 

EllJDES THEM 

Wben Jews seemed to be menacing competitors and no other measures 

appeared adequa.te, Christian city-dwellers of the seventeenth century 

uould turn to the final r esort or expulsion . J 8\'TS were expelled from 

70 71 72 
Genoa in 1550, from Prague in 1561, from Vienna in 1556 and again 

i n the 1590• s ,
73 

f r om the Papal l ands in Italy -- except Rome and 

Ancona74 - - and in France
75 

in 1569 and again from the f onner in 1593,
76 

77 
from Brandenburg and Brunswick in the 1590• s , f'rom the area or fui lan 

in 1597,
78 and from Oran in the first part of the seventeenth oentury. 79 

To be exiled was a dire hardship; in the sixteenth century, however, 

it was at least possible for quite a fmr Jews to find a now home to ex-

change for the one from which they had been driven. For exampl e , when 

the Pa.pal States oppressed their Jm7s i n the 15501 s (see above, PP• 78• 

80), the Dukes of Urbino and of Ferrara invited them to their domains . 80 

fTosperous Turkey welcomed Jewish exiles f r om the Papal domains, as well 

81 
as fror.i all other lands from which they were expelled. 

In the seventeenth century, however~ n.ia.tters were different . World 

insecurity wn.s t:tore wide spread (as '7e saw· in Chapter One ), and larger 

:;roups or Jews were a t their rope• s end. There were the w.Asses of dis-

... 
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placed Jews from Poland (see above, P• 73 r . ) and the many restless and 

impoverished J ews in the generally depressed cities and towns of Italy 

and Germany (see above, p. 81}. Not s ince the Spe.nish expulsion had so 

many Jews been homeless wanderers on the highways of the world. Not 

since 1492 had there been so many Jews without roots as in the •40•s and 

•50 ' s of the seventeenth century. 

JITot only that, but there 1'18re llO\V f8\rer places that would receive 

Jews . Turkey., suffering from depressions (see above, pp. 36- 41) ., was by 

no means t he refuge she ha.d been. Furthermore., the Counter..Re.tormation 

•'18.S continuing to do its work: when the Duchy of Ferrara fell to the 

Vatican in 1597., there wer e lei't a lmost no places hospita.bl~ t o Jews in 

a ll Christian Southern Europe . 
82 

Uevertheless., the 'Polish exil e s managed eventually to find stopping-

places . Some went close by, to Hungary -- and in less than two decades 

h 1 · h iat· 83 oth ru --.:I t e city of Buda doub ed her J eWl.s popu ion. er re gees .i=.u.e 
84 L~J..,. .. 

their wo.y to Venice and -¥3:01 ews, those seaport cities that were in 

better economic state th an the rest of Italy. Still others t r i ckled 

into such place s as Urbino
85 

or wherever e l se they could find l odging 

and e. meager livelihood. They fo.ced monumental diff iculti es and extreme 

hardships in their search for new homes ; in time., ho\'tever, t hey settl ed 

hhemselves, a few in a pl.ace, almost everywhere in the Jewish worlda-

whi le the J ews of Holland, of Italy, and especially of Turkey -- who had 

spent much of ·their remaining weo.lth to ransom so many of the Polish 

J ews f rom captivity86 -- set out to r esume their normal lives. 
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Now· a new area. a new haven from oppression. and a new and rioh 

center of activity enters into Jewish history - - the newly- prospe rous 

cities of northwest Europe, especially Amsterdam (whose rise to commer­

cial prominence, beginning toward the end of the sixteenth century and 

continuing through the end of our period, has been disoussed above, P• 

arr . ;. 

Certainly Jewish refugees from Poland. Italy. and other pl aces 

(includi ng Marranos who were still slipping out of the Iberian Penin­

sula.) made their we.y 'Oo Amsterdam. In fa.ct, from the 1 30•s to the •601 s 

of the seventeenth century• the Jewish population of the Dutch city 

increased at perhaps twelve to fifteen times the rate of the steadily 

growing general population . 87 

Romanticizing historians. to whom we shall have oocasion. to refer 

again, have taken at f ace value the ef fusions of contemporary Jewish 
17.a. 

chroniclers to the eff'eet that Amster dam was "the ne\v Jerusalem" and a. 

perfect arena for Jewish industry IUld culture. These historians, 

unfortunately forgetting tbnt one must read the l iterature of a period 

with discernment and with an ear a ttuned to the period ' s a coents. have 

ignored the fact that the contemporary chronicler s. in lauding Amster­

dam's phi lo-Semitism. were using the euphuistio and infl ated style of 

their day. 

Th facts are that t he dizzying ini'l ux of Jews into .Amster dam and 

other Dutch citios was accompanied by a good many problems . It is 

certain that anti-Jewish feeling cropped up among the Amsterdam burghers• 



66 

although the city administration remained relatively tolerant and never 

enacted Grotius' recommendation of 1615 that its Jewish population be 

l imited by law
66 

nor used the permission extended by the states General 

in 1619 to exclude or ghettoize all Jewa~9 nor the permission reiterated 

in 1651 (a.!'ter the mass immigration of Polish Jelvs had gotten well under 

m.y) to place Jews in a ghetto. 9o 

Although .Amsterdam took no extreme anti-Jewish measures. her toler­

ance (as I indicated above) wn.s only a relati ve one -- relative to the 

pr actises common in the seventeenth century. Actually. she put her Jews 

under a broad gamut of economic and social restrictions. 

Amsterdam Jews. naturally. could not hold civic offioe91 (this 

restri ction. of course, "1"19.S a matter of course in all burgher-led gove~ 

men·t s. though we must remember that in Turkey a.nd under feudalistic gov­

ernments things::;were quite different, for there individual Jews could 

and did rise to the highest court positions). Until 1657• officialdom 

considered them a semi-a.lien body, but in thnt year the Jews of .Amster-

dam along with those of all the United Provinces were declared to be 

Dutch "ingezetenen" (subjects or denizens) -- a status inferior to that 

of "poorter" or "burger" (citizen) in that the former carried with it no 

right to civic office or. more important. to the practise of a:n.y occupa­

t i on in which guildsmen were active. 92 

In t • ..e professional field. Amsterdam Jews were allowed. to be phys­

icians and surgeons9S (and even to study medicine at Dutch universities) 

b t t t :t Chr. t" 94 u no o opera e on is ians. They were permitted to be apothec-
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e.ries. but coul d dispense drugs only to Jews . 95 

A very l arge f ield closed to Jews in Amsterdam as in most European 

cities was that of retai l trade . In a specific pr ohibition, the c i ty 

govermnent. acting in 1629 on a pet ition f r om Christians in the retail . 
tobaGco business, enjoined Jews f rcml t hat t rade . 96 Far broader was the 

r egulation of 1632, reiterated in 1654 and again in 1656• for bidding 
97 

retailinb in genera l to Jews . 

Hot only Christian retailers but a l so Christian gui l dsmen iniisted 

on el iminating Jewish competition in Amsterdam just as in other cities 

at that t ime . Ai'ter the city administr ation had responded t o retai l e r s • 

demands by legislating Jews out of r etail shops , i t placated gui ldsmen 

v:ith an ordinance prohibiting Jews f rom sel ling in the st r eets. 98 

Fur thermore. Jews were kept from competing 'ti. th the gol d- and silver ­

smiths • guild by a regu lati on of 1661 preventing them f r om selli ng or 

peddling goods made of pr ecious metal s . 99 We have a lready seen that the 

professional gui lds restr ict ed their Jewish competitors . Finally, the 

100 svreepi nb decree of 1632 for bade all guil d ocoupe..tions to Jews. 

That favored occupation among Jews of the period. moneyl ending. was 

fully as difficult to f ollow as were retailing and t he cra.f'ts• in Amster-

dan. It was quite difficult to compete with that huge , efficient, and 

convenient money-dealer. the Amsterdam Exchange Bank. IOI Furthermor e , 

the ci.:l; fathers had invested the Bank with a monopol y in certain areas, 

such as the exchanging of i'or eign monie s. that in other cities were the 

province of the pr ivate moneylender and helped him make ends meet . 102 
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Graetz, it seems to me, has seen the non-participation of Amsterdam 

Jews in moneylending in the li{;ht of his idealizing bent, and speaks of 

it in a somewhat misleading tone. Referring to the Portuguese Jews of 

sevent eenth-century Amsterdam. he says: "Sie betrieben meistens mit 

ihren bedeutenden Kapitalien den Handel im grossen Styli, waren bei der 

ostindiscr.en e.nd westindischen Compagnie betheiligt oder leiteten Bank-

geschlf'te. Dem Yfucher aber, der die Juden anderer Llb::ider so sehr 

103 verhasst machte, waren sie abgesagte Feinde." 

Too ma.n:r historians, like Graetz in the above quotation, have been 

so dazzled by the fffW magnates among .Amsterdam Jewry that they have all 

but forgotten about the great majority who 'vere of modest means or of no 

means at all, and to whom making a living mLS a 1'.ar d struggle age.inst 

conpetitlDrs and against Gentile restrictions. This Jewish majority 

included t he peddlers and street-hawker1; (probably in contravention of 

the ordinance mentioned on the previous page) of cheap furniture and 

kitchenware, of clothing, food.stuffs, and peat; the artisans;
104 

the 

highl y skilled v10rkers in the diamond industry, 1°5 and the less skilled 

Yrorkers in tobacco processin&l 06 in sugar refining, 107 and in other 

industries . 108 This majority included also those families that the 

community supported on relief -- more than one-fifth of the Sephardic 

community in 1647, 109 not to speak of the far poorer Ashkene.zic groupl 

Notwithstanding poverty and oooupational restrictions, Jews forced 

by the extr me pressure of persecution or greater distress elsewhere 

kept crcmding into .Amsterdam throughout our period. It is likel y that 

Gennan Jews i.nunigrated f ollowing the Frankfurt and Wunns persecutions of 
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the mid-1610' sll O (see above, PP• 78 f ., 80) and f ollowing the disloca­

tions brought on by the Thirty Year s' War.
111 

lArger numbers of Ashke­

nazim - - this time f r om Poland and Lithuania -- came after the Cossack 

pogroms, especial ly i n 1654 and 1656.
112 

The city's poorer Jewish 

quarters became crowded with poverty- stricken rei'ugees of outlandish 

oien : ~entiles (and Sephardic J ews as well ?) eyed them askance; they 

were given relief by Sephardic Jmy~ and ina.ey of them -- doubting the 

possibility of t heir making a living in Amsterdam, and encouraged perhaps 

by t heir benefact ors -- were sent on by the Sepha.rdim f or resettlement in 

Gernany. 114 Sti ll, .Amsterdam's Jewish population remained very large, 

Y:ith a mass of poor and unskilled Jews competing a gainst one other to 

nal:e a living within that rather small slice of t he city' s economy that 

the Gentil e burghers had left to them. 

This conpl etes our presentation or the modesty of means of" so~ 

Ansterdam J evrs and of the economic r estr ictions and disabilities with 

y;hich Genti l es tried to hedge them in. It may have been a surprising 

pr esentation: Graet z and the nune rous Jewish historians Ytho have copied 

f'ron him have reproduced in J.11 good faith the statements and the attit­

udes of contempora.ry chroniclers -- as, f or example, Uanasseh ben Israel 

-- ~mo (aside from that quality of theirs to which we have already 

re~erred above , P• 85 & n . 87a) were upper-class gentl8I!len and had only 

the upper class in mind nost of the ti.me that they wrote a.bout the Amat-

er da:n Jevdsh conounity. 

Graetz, echoing these seventeenth-century chronicl ers, writes: 

11ilolland wurde domal s dCI' du ldsamste Sta.at auf dam ganzen Erdrunde . Die 
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Judeu unterlagen keinerlei Besehrft.nk:ung. ein und dasselbe Gesetz vm.r .ft\r 

sie und die ehristliche Bev6lkerung, nur dass sie nicht Staatslimter 

115 bekl eideten, was sie auch gar nicht beansprucht ha.ben.11 Surely this 

i s a far dif ferent pi cture from the one j ust set forth in t he present 

paperl 

But let us turn our att entio::i to t he Jewish upper class. Graetz 

has j ust spoken of them as having been as free as the Christians (her e, 

sini larly, we must certainly add "the Christian upper class"). not only 

that ; he goes farther and implies that among them were the chief builders 

of Amsterdam's greatness. !le says, referring to t he 1610's• "Indessen, 

das da.mals noch irl.cht reiche .Amsterdam konnte die Juden, welche Reich­

tfu:ier und i'feltkenntnis dahin verpflanzt hatten, nicht mehr entbehren. 11116 

A litt le later, he speaks quite baldly of "den durch die portugiesisohen 

Juden Amst erdam zugefallenen i'iohlstand. ''117 A further quotation seems t o 

make i t qui te clear that it Ytas no figure of speech but the expression of 

a. real conviction for him to ascribe to J fms t he initiation of large-

scale capitalism; in t his ~uotation, he discusses "sioh portugiesiseh-

rnar ranische J uden von den Niederlanden aus in Frankfurt niederlassen 

wollt en, um dicse Stadt zu einem Handelspl atze ersten Ranges wie Amster-

118 dam und Hamburg zu erheben." 

If Graet z is correct in his belief that upper-class Amsterdam Jews 

were both perfectly f ree and in the forefront of the city's enterprise, 

then certai ... ly only a meta physician or a Freudian -- of which Graetz is 

neither -- 1'rould dare conclude that they were anything but content ·nith 

their lot and secure in their "new Jerusalem" . Graetz does mal.-e it 
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cleo.r to us that he is sure they felt content B.Dd secure. But soon soxae-

t hing very illogical happens, for Sabba.ta.i Zevi is proclaimed Messiah, 

and t he Amsterdam Sephardic maamad enthusiastically becomes his pe.rtisan. 119 

Do ?C rfectly content and secure men act so? Although Graetz nowhere 

ro.ises the question, it is certainly a most crucial one . 

The truth -- as we oan s ee it more c l earl y in the light of fuller 

historical kno-rtledge than was avai lable to Graetz -- undoubtedly is that 

Gr aetz was wrong in believing that upper- ola.se Amsterdam Jews " 'ere 

either perfectly free or in the forefront of the oi ty' s enterprise. '.'le 

may confidently say they were neither . 

Let us first consider the latter '{Uestion, that of the Jews ' preem­

inence i n Amsterdam business. We find that, among the founders and 

oa.r l y pro:noters of the Exchange Bank and of the East I ndia Company, but 

a very fgw -- and they not the leader s -- were Jewa!-2<\fe discover that, 

whi le J ewish industrial capital was concentrated in silk, sugar, publ:ish­

inG. di e..-nonds, and tobacco throu~ut the century, it was only in diam-
121 

onds and possibly in tobacco that Jevra were the largest magnates. 

We f ind f urt her that, according to t he 1631 tax returns, Jewish per cap­

ita weal th ~"las one- eighth below Christian, and the estates of 160 

Cnristians exceeded a valuation that no Jewish estate reaobed1122 The 

1674 tax r et urns show a somewhat different picture: t he per capi ta weal th 

of Sephardi.m only (not Ashkenazim) was almost twice that of Christians, 

but even now Je\76 l70re not among the very wealthiest Amaterdammers, for 

the combi ned wealth of the four richest Jews fell short of the wealth of 

th . 1 st . t• 123 e si?l{; e r i che Chris ian. 
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Recent historians agree that the Graetzian picture of Jewish preem-

ineuoe in seventeenth-century .Amsterdam' s como.erce and inttustry is a 

gr ossl y overdrawn one.124 They show us the upper-class Jews as prosper­

ous busi ness men and industrialists. but by no means more pDosperous or 

more successful than their Christian neighbors. 

Let us now turn to the question of whether upper-class Amsterdam 

Jews of the seventeenth century were. as Graetz bas said. i'ree and 

untr 8Illllleled. The answer is that they definitely were not. 

One reason for the deficiency in Jewish freedom -- in the fiel d of 

business - i s the very lack of financial preeminence of which we have 

just spoken. J8Ws '::ltl.Y have pioneerEld the East Indies trade;l25 they 

seem to have pioneered the s pi.DDi.ng of silk in .Amsterdam.126 In either 

case. however. Christians j oined the enterprise and• as soon as it 

became profitable and gave hope for the future. gathered together mucli 

l arger funds than the J ews could amass and drove t he latter out of the 

t . 1U• en erprise. 

In general. Jews entering the capitalist arena in .Amsterdam had to 

choose a field t hat was sti ll fairly young and unieveloped. not heavily 

capitalized and monopolized. They had. one might say .to enter the 

capita.li st economy at one of its margins. Sometimes. as we have just 

seen. the ent erprise t hey entered did not remain long on the margin. and 

they were squeezed out. But sometimes. as with sugar refini.ng {a relat-

ively new and expe.xiding industry in the ' 50' s -- though here too Christ­

ian entrepreneurs tried their best to keep J8\Vs out), 127 or with diamond 

·. 
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cutting and polishing (of nesessity an individualistic industry, diffic-

128 
ult to monopolize), powerful Christians did not enter into serious 

competition, and the Jews were able to keep their positions . Similarl y . 

'vhen international traae became Christian-dominated, Jews pioneered in a 

branch of uercha.ndisi~ related to it, that of jobbing. Jobbing remained 

sufficiently sma.11 that Je1'ls were able to keep a dominant place in it.
129 

Upper- class Jews, then, far from having the run of the Amsterdam economy, 

Tlere as a rule confined to the edges of big business and subject to 

bei~ ousted fram their places by wealtheir Christians whenever the 

la~ter might becol:le envious. 

under capi ta.lism• of course, everr.;entrepreneur and capitalist is 

always -- in a sense -- in a precarious and insecure position. In this 

sense, certainly, Jowish entr epronet:.r s and capitalist s in seventeenth-

century .Amsterdam stood on precarious ground . Bu+. ~y single them out 

as J ews? lias the uncertainty they confronted at all special or differ­

e::it because tney were Jews? 

Yes, I believe it '\'18.s. I bel i eve that a complex set of circum-

sto.nces caused specific difficulties and disabili ties to fall to the lot 

of J ev1s . 

In the first place, the Christinns always considered them so~ewhe.t 

for eign and alien. Although individual prominent Jews were allowed to 

purchase "poortersrecht" or citizenship, it was never the full citizen­

shi p to which Christians might aspi re . 130 Of course, there ,·:as also the 

fact that Christians could and did fashipn great com:nercial houses with 
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the help of strategic marital alliances, 131 a process i 11 which anbitious 

J e\7S were strictly limited by the religious barrier. There were any 

number of other r eminders, big and aa.11, in the life ol~ the JeVI. that 

the Christian comounity saw him as someone set ape.rt -- such reminders 

as the ordinance (I know not hov1 well en£orced) forbiddint; him from 

having Christian servants.132 Finally, ?.bat was in all likelihood the 

prime cause of Christian sei;regation of the J eVTs vm.s thE1 eternal, seldom­

relenting pressure of competition- sensitive retailers aiitd {;Uildsmen133 

-- a pr essure that. whi le not seriously affectine; upper-·olass Jews 

directly, may nevertheless ha.ve created an almost irresistible unvoiced 

demand that they stay with their teas well- to-do f ellow-Jews, submit 

themselves to a segregation almost as thoroughgoing as their fellows 

endured. and be communal leaders to their £allows. 

Concor:li. tant l'li. th the segrei;ation that Christians forced on Jews, 

t he Jew:i themselves developed machinery fo r living and working efficient-

l y under this segr ef;ation -- machinery t hat in its turn UDdoubtedly 

tended tOTiard maintaining the segregation pattern. Part of this machin-

er y was the Jewish communal orgenize.tion of .Amsterdam, vrith i t s strong 

and aut horitaria..; maamad and~~· lS4 Another part v11D.s the network 

of international trade routes that had developed among Jim themselves, 

and ·::hose ·world center Amsterdam Jewry now became. 135 

Amsterdam Jews had a most important trade tie with :c.i vornese and 

Venetian Je\'lfl1~ As for the Levant, it is thought tha.t ~Tews initiated 

A.i":lsterdam' s trade with that area; 
137 

most lik.ely. most .Arnsterdam Jewish 

shippers t o the area utilized their own cor..nec~liions and jracilities. and 
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shipped independently of the Dutch Levant Compa.ny.138 Interestingly 

enough, it seams to have been the very fact tha.t Jews did not possess 

great wealth that wa.s of great i mportance in their forming international 

shippinr; agr eements of their own; had their r esources been as gr eat as 

the resources of some of the Christian magnates, they might well have 

joined and become infl uential in tho great Dutch mer cantile companies.139 

As it was, their relative independence in shipping contributed largely 

to their successful carrying-on of a segregated l ife-pat tern. 

There are hints that. set;r egated and operating off the main stream 

of the Amsterdam economy, the upper-olass Jews of the Dutch oity felt 

quite insecure. The fact that they were well i.n the forefront among 

speculo.tors on. the Stowlc: Exchange140 may point to a feeling of insecur­

ity. So might the information -- though it is not concl usive -- that 

chn:miclers of the time give us t o the effect that some rich Jews of 

141 Amsterdam made unusually conspieuous display of their wealth. 

To sum up, \T8 may say that we se.v1 in this section that the world's 

increasing insecurit y and unsettled state created an unusually strong 

populo.ti on pressure of displaced Je\7s in the years 1600 to 1666, aDd 

that ff1W places but northwest Europe, especi.ally Amsterdam. were able to 

receive them. Jews enter ed that city at a great rate• but - contrary 

to widespread opinion - they by no oeans enjoyed perfect freedom there. 

Jews of the l ower and middle classes were, in general, forbidden to 

practise {except among their fellow Je\TS, and within the Jewish economy) 

occupations controlled by i;ui l ds or t o set up almost any kind of retail 
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shop. Because of the Exchange Bank. there seems to have been very l i tt l e 

opportuni. ty to practise moneyl ending. In s hort, there was only a. differ­

ence of dee;ree - - and that not e.n overly great one -- between the restric­

tions placed on lower- and middl e - class JfrWs by .Amsterdam and those 

ordained by one of the more liberal cities of seventeenth- century Italy 

or Germ.any. The real difference s eems t o have been. first, that .Amster­

dam 1 s economy was vital and healthy and Jews could make a living even 

though restricted and. second. that -- because of the city•s healthy 

economy and the r e lative unconcern of the burgomasters -- Amsterdam Jews 

may have eva.d{jd t he r estrictive laws more o!'ten and more successfully 

than Jews in other places. 142 nevertheless, ever- present restrictions 

and the pr actise of, at tines, evading then must have given lower- and 

middle- class Amsterdam Jews something of a feeling of insecurity. 

As f'or upper-cl.las J9\vs -- the indu3trialists, internationa.l 

;:ierchants. and capita.lists - they wer e not nearly the greatest moneyed 

tten nor the chief pioneers of business in Amsterdam. On the contrary, 

they ten.led to be at o. disadvantage in business , because their inability 

t o command very large capital among thei r Jewish associates condanned 

then to tho margins and interstices or big business; and because a 

certain part- l egal, pa.rt- cultural chasm r endered difficult a close 

busi ness association Tli.th Gentiles . 

The chasm between upper- class J ews and upper - class Christio.ns in 

Ams~erde.m was there becau se the Jews were be.rred from full citizenship 

and could not hol d civic office. because of several petty r es t r ictions 

against Jews, and - - perhaps most important - because the grave 
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restricti ons under which lower- and middl e - ol ass J ews l abored necessit­

ated a partial segregation of the Jewish group (with their own craf'ts­

men and pr ofessionals, their own retailers, and their own semi-autonom-

ous comnunity council ) and u pper- class Jews vter e well-nigh f orced, 

,·filly nilly, t o set;regate themselves along with their poorer brethren. 

The busy inte1nationa.l shipping t rade that Amsterdam upper- cl ass J9\Y'S 

carried on ,.ri th other J 8\'TS in far - flung ports was both partial cause and 

?~stial effect or the near- scgregatiom of the Amst er dam J ewish commun­

ity. 

As we may vrell imagine, upper - class Am.s• erdam Je\'TS f e lt no more 

secur e and at ease than their l ess well- circumstanced brothers; perhaps 

they :el t even less s ecure . They were uncomfortable children of a 

t r ansitional a ge , hal f emancipat ed and hal f ghettoized. There must 

!uve been a l ittle or Ur iel Da Costa in many of them. 

C. .QGti9J:ii8leti-t JEWS SE3K RI;LEF FROl.: IHSECURITY 

Di ffer ent cla s ses of Jews in di f f erent places sought relief from 

'V'B.rious brands ~f insecurity; thi s , or course, goes without saying. 

The Jorrl.sh community councils, f or example, were deeply interested in 

:naintaining the oo:rmnunities inviolate, saf'e both from Christian attack 
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anci from internecine class strife. They adopted such precautionary 

measures as - - to give but one example - - sumptuary l aws, pioneered by 

the t:antua community in 1598
143 

and becoming widespread same time t here-

after . 

To an extent sel dom realized, the J ewiih OOlmllunity l eader s ' c lass 

a ppears to have hel d a positi on roughly analogous, in our century, to 

t he Christian olass of kings and ruling princes. Both were newly risen 

t o posit i ons of preeminence and power, and both looked for support and 

sustenance to the wea lthiest -- though of'ten not the 1110st energetic --

propertied group within their domains . Both had, to a great extent, had 

power and leadership thrust upon them by the pressure of external foes 

(ot her countries , in t he case of the Christian rulers; bourgeois ghetto­

makers, in the case of the JcnTi.sh rulers}; and both now, in mid- century, 

found ther.tselves beset by the old foes externally and by new ones intern­

ally . Both classes resorted increasingly to nationalistic ideas and acts 

a s countenneasures against the external eaem.ies . 

We have already spoken of nationalism as preached by the Christian 

ruling classes during our century (above, pp . 10 ft . , 14, 15 r.) . As we 

have seen, it is not difficult to show that this and t he preceding cent­

ury were :ca.rked by a str iking growth in nationalistic sentiment and 

action among the Christians. To show that Jewish nationalism rose corr-

espondingly during the same period is, unfortunately, quite difficult. 

For doct .~nal e..'ld. for sociologi cal reasons too obvious to enumerate , 

pa r ti cularism had held profound fmB.y over the J ewish people for lil8ll.Y 

centuries, and a our sory glance at our period fails to show a 4f''t u'\a 
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quantitative difference . 

A closer look, however, reveals what I believe are definite signs 

that Jm'f.i sh leaders in our period were, if not deoonstrably more nation­

al istic and partioularistic at heart, then certainly more inclined than 

previous l~ to express their nationalism collectively and i .n an organized 

manner. Reubeni and Molcho, who flourished from 1524 to 1532, bad 

stirr ed n en more profoundly and in a broader segment of the J ewish world 

t han had any llessianio pretender s ince, perhaps, Bar Kochbe. . Jacob 

Bere.b's plan for reinstituting semicba, to which he devoted himself f rom 

1538 to his death in 1541, had been a far more serious~ed and far-

reaching scheme for t he establishment of a central authority than any-

tiring that had been dreamed of among J ewish leaders for many cent1lrles 

pa.st. The ler;a l codes that Berab' s adherent Joseph Caro had painstak­

i ngly compiled between the 1520 ' s and the ' 501 s (Caro, incidentally, 

dr eamed hiaself of one day holding sway as a sort of supreme rabbinic 

pontiff over tho Jm·rs in the Arabic world)144 had been accepted ;ti.th 

such alacrity and - - after Ashkena.zic modifications - With •• nearly 

unani mous a conoensus that i t must be evident to us that J ewish l eader-

ship in the sixteenth century was charact eri zed by a mood of quasi-pol­

iti cal international closeness and unity among J ews - - a mood ma..r kedl y 

different from the regionalism and the provincialism that haj predomin­

ated i n the centuri es immediatel y previous . \lith certain changes, t he 

nationalistic mood persisted among Jewish l eaders into the seventeenth 

century. 

To a large degree, the reasons for Jmvi.sh n:1.tiona.lism seem to have 
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parallel ed the reasons for nationalism i n the Christian countr ies ot the 

time . There were both positive and negative grounds for the prevalence 

of the ideol ogy . 

n ominent among the positive gr ounds wa s the simple fact that the 

sixteenth- and seventeenth- century nan was more mobil e than his ancest-

ors had been. Ho longer likely to live out his entir e life mthin the 

confines of' hi s native village or county, he t anded t o bros.den his 

alle{;iances until they night enconpe.ss his ~ntire nation -- ii' he were a 

Chr istian -- or "iorltl .J ewry -- if he were a Jew. 

An i ntimate l y related factor mis the great gr owth of in~erne.tional 

trade.., and e specially the development or i nternational tre.de among Je-rs 

and i .o.rranos . Amsterdam Jews carried on l arge- scale commerce ui. th 

Larra.nos of Lisbon and Seville, Leghorn Jerrs Ttith Const antinopl e and 

~rna J ews, Smyrna Jews with Jews of Venice , and Jews of Venice with 

thos e of Hamburg and Amsterdam. 145 A very large propor tion (if it :ta.s 

not yet been done, t he study of just ~ l arge a proportion shoul d make 

an instructive subj ect f or research) of the international COlll!llerce of 

the l a.rge J ertish entrepreneurs of our century was an intr a - group affair, 

146 e. co::inerce among Jews and Uarranos . It was because they o.lone had 

connections with Jewi sh and JJarrano shippers in the lJediterr anea.n that, 

i n the early seventeenth century, Jews of .d.msterdam and other mer cantil e 

centers were invited to settl e in Denmark, in Nice and Reggio, 147 and in 

Hana.u. 148 

Je\Ys t raded acr oss the seas with one another because or family and 
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business ties; the Expulsion of 1492 and the untold vioissitudes of the 

succeeding years had scattered to many lands Jews who were members of 

si ngl e families or single business partnerships. e.nd it TIB.S natural for 

thao to keep in conmercial contact with one another even in their dis-

persion. J6f1s traded with one another for the additional reason. alluded 

to above (p. 91 r . ) , that t hey '\Vere forced be.ck on them.selves by the f act 

that they were neither wealthy nor poweri'ul enough, nor free l y enough 

accepted by their Chriisti an colleagues, to play important roles in the 

gr eat Christian morcbant combines. 

J evrs trading ui t h other Jews and wi. th Jiarranos more than they 

t raded with Christians were likely to be ooncerned with Je"rd.sh interests 

and questions of J ew1 sh rights9 J e'\'ls oarrying on international camn..erce 

with ot!1er J e\TS were likely to develop a worl d J ewish outlook -- a 

nearly- polit ical nationalism embracing J ewry throughout the m>rld . J ews, 

furthe rmore, Tfhose commerce was subj ect t o harfasBl!lent by govonr:ient 

abencies acti?lb i n the service or t heir competi~rs (a s , for example, 

t he Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions harassed the commerce of Dutch 
1.4.9 

Jc-'ITs - and as France demJ.Dded unsucoessfully of Turkey tba.t she take 

moo.sures aga i nst J ewish mercha.nts
150

) might long for some way in which a 

bovern:nent could be induced to protect them and serve their interests . 

?or all these reasons -- and despite my f ailure to disoover in t he hist-

or i cal literature 8:tr;/ discussion of it -- I offer the suggestion that we 

consider ~he possibi lity of and make a further search for a widespread 

nati onalistic (I shou ld almost like to say pro~ercantili stic) f eeling 

among Jewish merchants and capita.l ists, influential rabbis, and those 

associated with them, i n the greatest centers of seventeenth-oentury 
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Jewish commerce -- Amsterdam, Bamburg, Leghorn, Venice, Constantinople, 

and Srnyrno. . 

There were negative reasons, which may have been ful ly as inportant 

as t b.e positive ones, why influential Jews became tinged with nationalist 

sentinent. Certainly their anarJalous positi on in the economic , civic, 

and social life of their cities -- t heir insecure, uncertain position as 

half f ree-, half ghetto~en -- was one in l'fhich they did not glory. We 

cay t heorize that many of them longed for sone security or other: the 

security of knolri.ng t hey and t heir children need not f ear expulsion or 

the conf'isco.tion of their goods, the security of following an occupation 

Y:i. t hout fear of molestation by the Christian bourgeoisie, t he security of 

feeling that they and t he Jewish peopl e and the Jewish religion were cot 

~·nth.out prestige and di gnity, the security of knovd.ng they belonged and 

their lives were a meaningful po.rt of the life of some collectivity. 

All these forms of security, of course, coul d be provided in s ome nee.sure 

by a funct ioning Jewi sh nation. Perhaps - - I merely suggest it -- :..nflu­

enti al Jews of the seventeenth century dreamed of Jewish nationhood as 

an an8'10r to t heir longing for security. In a worl d of nationalisms, a 

·:iorld of r eligious civil wars that was still a ttuned to the doctrine of 

11 cuius r egio eiu s r eligio" , a world t hat had not yet heard of any prac­

tise so individualistic as assimilation, there seems to me to have been 

little for Jewish capitalists to fasten their hopes o n except national­

i sm. B•Jt, of course, I am a&ain mer ely theorizing . 

Let me t heori ze f'urther and say there me.y have been an additional 

nee;ative reason f or uppe r- class Jam•' nati onalism -- namely, worry 
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over t he existence of so many J ewish rei'u&ees, 'nth so few places t hat 

woul d ad.mi t thera. Certainly, as we 1'.ave already mentioned {above. P• 

84 ), t here \'Tare more Jews displaced than there had been at aey time 

since t he Spanish Expulsion and• in addition. there YJere now far fewer 

places able or wil ling toadmit them. As a conseque nce, thousands of 

Polish and German J m'ls -- so many of them members of the lower classes 

wer e crowding into such centers of Jewish wealth as Amster dam a:ad Ham­

bur g, Venice and Leghorn. We have seen {above, p. 89) that in the 16601 s 

leading J ews of Amsterdam arranged. a resett l ement project away f'rom 

Holland for some of t heir proletarian newcomers . Perhaps this is an 

i ndication the upper- class J ews were l'IOrried that a Jewish proletariat 

swollen beyond the capaoi ty of the econolDiY to absorb it would be a poten­

t ial subver sive force i n the Jewish community and that, furthermore, the 

swollen numbers of the proletariat might arouse the fee.rs of the Christ­

i an burgt1J11Asters and cause them -- as, in point of fa.ct , i t almost did 

(see above , p . 86) -- to take measures age.inst the Jewish group as a 

,·rho le. 

As I have indicated ebove, there seems to have been a differ ence 

between t he nationalism of upper-class J ews i n the sixteenth and the 

seventeenth centuries . The expressions of nationalism which I mentioned. 

(above, p . 99) in the former centur,'- looked toward a strengthening of 

J e\Tr"'f i x; i ts traditional, rabbinical framework. In the seventeenth 

century, howeve r, conditions were di f ferent: men were a l ready enter­

:_Ilb into t he penumbra of Enlightenment and Emancipation. Jewish 

merchant- princes of t his century, no matter how great the discrimina­

tion a gainst them, l'18re doi ng busi ness in a non-Jewish commercial world, 



104 

''lhose rules and whose system of values were the uork of non-Jews . The 

Jewish merchant- princes, then, whil e they may not have been accepted as 

equal s by t heir Gentile confreres, l'lere nevertheless drawn toward the 

latter' s world and constrained to pl ace high value on its mores n.nd its 

standards of prestige .151 

I do not mean that the Jewish mer chant- princes of the seventeent h 

century had abandoned Jewish mores and val ues . As I hinted previousl y 

(above, PP• 93- 95) , they were ambivalent : they did business af'ter the 

non-Jevrish fashion and, more or less, in the non-Jewish world - - and 

they seem to have longed to enter this worl d sociologioa.lly as well as 

CODI!!lercially; but religious groups in those da.ys Ttere still corporate 

bodies TTi.th high l'18.lls a r ound th em, and the merchant- princes were 

f orced to remain in the Jmvish group -- in fact , to become all- t bewmore 

devoted leaders in it - - while at the same time carr yin& in their breasts 

non-Jewish hopes and values . 

The somewhat non-JeTTi.sh cast of mind of the seventeent~entury 

oerchant princes naturally caused the:n to set l ess store by traditional 

Juda.ism than had t he upper-cl ass J ews of the previous century. Some, 

influenced perhaps by non-Jewish deistic thought of the time, inclined 

t o rationaliSIJl. 152 Ot hers, more important in Jewish history, remained 

t heists but were infected with antinamianism. 

I should like to sUE;gest that uppe r-class antina:iianism lT&.8 an 

important element in the Sabbatia.n sentiment of 1666 . In passing, I 

should like to sa:y tbat ant inomianism seeos to have come increasing l y 
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into evidence in the yea.rs f ollowing our period, a s Abra.ham lliguel 

Cardoso, Cbiya Chayun, lloses Chaim Luzzatto, and Eybeschl\tz succeeded 

one another on the stage -- unti l at length El:iancipation and nineteenth­

century materialism arrived on the scene, overthrew the V/8.lls behind 

which ea.ch religious group bad flourished, and rendered paas6 the ambi­

val ence that had been the raison d' etre for upper-class Jewish antinom­

ia.nism. 

~7hi le it existed, this anti.nomia.nism made Jewish life interesting~ 

to say the least, as a. succession of Kabbe.listic fads swept over Jewish 

comnuni ties throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centur ies and gave 

rise to nunerous internee:ine quarrels . In an important na.y, r.owever, 

uppe r - class antinomianism 'PAY have had an opposite effect as well, that 

of a. preser-rer of J8\rlsh unity. In ·;restern Europe, where it wa.s strong, 

it worked in a sort of symbiotic relationship ;ti th lov:er- chss a.ntinom­

ianism, encouraf;ing the l atter to develop and t o express itself within 

the confines of J e'\7ish society. 

I n Ea.stern Europe, on 1-he other hand, Christian society was sti ll 

nuch more feddal than capi'~alistic, an:l there was consequently not the 

wnbivo.lence nor the equi vocal attitude t own.rd Jewish values OlllODg upper­

class Eastern Jer1s that could be found among influential Je-as or, sa.y, 

Anstcrdam or Venice . Consequently, the antiDOJnian attitudes of l owor­

class Jews in Eastern Eur ope had a considerably less friendly reception 

anong J Emi sh l eaders there than V18.S the case lrl th unorthodox notions 

rreaehed by lower - c l ass Jews in the \'lest . Possibly the defections u .. •lllfJ 

i'r o."ll Judaisr1 am.otl\; unorthodox sectaries in the East -- the conversions 

of followers of Judah Hasid, the baptisms or Frank and his adherents, 
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and the fact that Chayun thought of bapt i sm during his sojourns in the 

3c.st -- 11ere forced on these lower-cl ass Jevrs o.nd t hei r leaders by t he 

intransigeance t o their ideas of the Jewish authorities . 

But I have wandered into t he eit;hteenth century, and I must return 

t o the seventeenth, i n which I belong. ~t me r eturn by entering a 

d: s cussion of lower- class Jewish antinanianism. Quit e diff erent i n 

etiol ogy f rom upper- class antinamianism, it seems to me to have bad its 

root s i n tho deepening bleakness or l m;er- class Jewish life in t he 

seventeent h century. 

I have spoken a t some length of the increa.sint; difficulties t he 

C'nristian bourgeoi sie was placing in t he \7ay of lower- and middle- class 

Jewish t ovm dwellers who would lead normal lives . These, of course , 

tended t o solidify the Jei.v:i.sh Group. (See above, pp. 76- 87. ) 

Equally important, however, were developments t hat tended to a.lien­

o.te the t r aditional Jcnrl.sh l eaders -- the rabbi s and their influenti a l 

lo.~· a.ssoci a.t es - - fron t he .jewish masses. One impor tant such deve l op:ient 

Yias vrh&t wn.s a pparentl y a. large growth in t he Jewish urban proletariat, 

due undoubtedly t o the sizable growth or some cities during the century 

and t o the f a.ct, a lready spoken of,(see above. p . 84) , that there were 

now fewer places open t o Jevrs tba.n there had been. Class disti nct ions 

seen t o have beco:ne marked: German Jews in Amsterdam did menial work for 

v1ee.l thy SephD.rc..im, 153 and in 1674 only t hree Gennan J ews had accounts in 

the Exchange Bank ''lhile Sephar dic capitalists made up 'Ohirteen percent of 

al l t he accounts . 154 Soon t here was an addi tional source of trouble, for 
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we hear or Polish Jewish newcomers to .AJ!lsterdam oomplaining that the 

Gennan Jews were mistreating them. 165 

If I may, I should like to summarize -- on the basis of atmittedly 

insufficient data - what f aotors s eem to me to have oaused the Jewish 

urbe..n l017er classes to be disaffected • • To begin near the beginning, our 

era was one of capita.list growth, and this growth - as we have seen - ­

brought in its wake inflation. Inflation- ridden Christian burghers 

soui;ht relief from their ills by attacking their most vulnerable compet-

tSS'a. 
i tors, chief amonc; then the J ews. Ten t housands of J ews were made home-

less and, as capitalist grovtth had brought droves of new settlers to the 

impor t ant col:llllerci al centers, Jews too f l ooked to these centers. Now, 

j ust as many Jews had became displaced persons and members of the prolet-

e.riat, so a few other Jews had benefited by capitalist growth and becoae 

large merchants , manufacturers, or moneyed men; consequently, the large 

oo::::neroial centers were sites of wide class cleavages among Jews . Since, 

even in the se centers, Christ~nn burghers did not cease to oppose t he 

J mvs, t he J ewish oommunity tended to be isolated from the general life of 

the city and withdrawn within i t self , with its 01m civic organization, 

its own maamadim and batey ~ (see a bove, p. 94). On account of the 

cl ass distinctions within the Jewish community, the rabbis and laymen 

who headed Jewish oi vie organizations oould not simul*8.neoualy serve the 

i nterests of a ll classes, but had to choose. l suggest, though on the 

basis of lit t le evidence (these matt ers were seldom documented ) , that 

t hey genera l ly chose to serve the interests of their closest allies, t he 

J ewish bourgeoisie, or of t he merchant princes and intellectuals, whose 

rest iveness under tre.ait i onalis t community discipline they were amc:ious 
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to allay. Consequently, I further suggeet, the Jewish lower cl asses in 

the capitalistic cities suffered both at the hands of the Gentile bourge­

oisie and at the hands of the constituted Jewish leaders. Perhaps they 

resented the Jewish leaders more, for they were closer to them than to 

the Christians . Perhaps, too, on this account they became interested in 

Kabba.la. - a study sometimes pursued with f~ly subversive intent, ­

a.nd nntagonistic to the Talmud of the rabbis. Per~ps on this account 

they tended toward a.ntinomianism. 

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, then, were a , period of 

widespread Jewish dissatisfaction with traditional, Ta.l.:nud Judaism. 

They were a period, furthermore, of considerable insecurity. If, in 

Chapter One, we pa..i.nted. a picture of insecurity in the Gentile world of 

the time• then we must realize that t he Jews suffered all the uncertain­

ties and doubts that Gentiles suffered, and in addition those peculiar 

to their own situation, which we have discussed in the present bhapter. 

We spoke (above, pp. 15-21) of Christiana turni~ to various forms 

of religion to give them the security that aociety failed to provide. 

I ehould like now to discuss the pe.rallel phenomenon amo~ Je\Tl!1 . 

Lower- class Jews of the si.xteenth and seventeenth centuries found 

the greatest solace in apoca lyptist and chilia stic teachings, f or it 

seems to have been ea siest fo r them to believe that man' s government of 

affairs had failed and God was due to take a band. Quietistic doctrines 

nade little impression on lower- class Jews: they were individualistic 

(see above, p. 18), and the life of the ghettoized Jews was eminently 
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Thus it wu that we read of m:iq, in the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries, lfbo wrote longingly of tho day of Di'Tine red-.ption and of 

t'ltbers - - a surprisingly large number - who were "m•ohaalrrey kitsim" 

or who appointed themselna the }!easiah or hi.a precursor. Behind all 

their dremna, giving authority to them, stood the Zobar and the other 

books of Kabbaliatic lore. 

Kabba.la, quite understandably, enjoyed a great TOgue among the 

Spanish exiles of 1492 . 156 Undoubtedly the calamity they bad under&one 

contributed to the great popularity of Ascher IJlmmlein, a German Jew 

living in the environs of Venice, who announced himself the precursor 
157 

of the Jlesaia..'li. in 1502. We have already &poken {above, p. 99) of 

the J:\Ovement of those somewhat reluctant collaborators, Reubeni aid 

wolcho, '\"d1o follOTl8d IJmrnlein by a genei:&tion.
168 

.Allother generation 

in the i'uture, Jaa.ac Luria appears to have considered himself a Messian­

i c precursor.169 aJJd his heir Chaim Vi'tal Calabrese seems to have 

ascribed to himself the dignity of Messiah ben Josepb.
160 

TO'\\'ard the end of the sixteenth century, the mystics who devoted 

them.selves to the all-consuming study of the Kabba.la spread their 

influence from their LurianiC center of Safed and inade ot Italy a new 

home of mystic conventicles .161 Thence Kabbe.l& went out to all of 

Europe, all but usurping the place of the Talmud in the ~ midraah, 162 

and especially enguli'ing Poland after the Cossack maase.orea.
163 

Jm 

everywhere, belierlng with the Zohar that God' a redemption would begin 
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in 1648, did penance as that year approached . The rabbi s of Pal estine, 

with circular letters t o the Diaspora communities, urged them on.164 In 

one instance, we are told, the excitement of the J eTTs had tragic 

results, as a demonstration of redemption~dd.ed Ashkenatio Je1vs in 

Tur key somehow turned into a riot, in which a number of Jews were killed 
165 

by the Tur ks am others exiled. 

'fhe leading Jewish writers spoke longingly of redempt i on. Joseph 

I bn Ver ga , in his Shovet Yehuda., prayed for Israel' s speedy deliverance, 166 

whil e Samue l Usque r esorted to a sort of neo-Pl atonic t heory of history 

t o show, in his Consolap~, that redemption was not far ofr .
167 

Hathan 

Kata He.nover, writing in 1648, called that year the "year of redemption. nl68 

l.1any were those who actually calcitlated, on the basis of Bible, 

Talmud , or Zohar, that the apocalypse would soon arrive. Among them wer e 

such men as Isaac Abarbe.nel (who put it in the first half ~the sixteenth 

century),169 Abraham Halevi (Ttbo calcul ated it would be in 1530),170 

Sol Oll'.on JJolcbo (whose favored date "as 1540) , 171 Isaac Lurie. (who expected 

tlie t:essiah in 1575 ), 172 18&19.h Horowitz 8.lld YcmaTov Upnaml Helle r 

(both of whom calculated that the l!essianic year \'1ould be 1648);7
3 am 

t :anasseh ben Israel (who con.fi ned himself to saying that redemption was 

"very near at hand") •174 

We ma.y understand from the above that the Messianic hope of the 

Jews VIB.S very widespr ead in the sixteenth and, especially, i .n the seven­

te43nth century. It was abetted by the attitude of numerous Christian 

visionaries, who themselves wrote 8.lld preached the coming redemption of 
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the Jews, with or without t heir conversion to Christianity. 175 

For religious reasons it 'tta.s only natural t hat Jews who hoped f or a 

t:essiah s hould also dr eam of a restoration to the Ho l y I.and . The Jews 

of Palestine and of the Levant in general were quite poor in the middle 

of the seventeenth century: we kno\7 that the Jerusalem community was 

poverty- stricken and unable even to secure its normal support f rom the 

Diaspora; l 76 the Adrianople ghetto was filthy, 177 and the i nhabitants 

were no longer able to make a l iving because of the intense Sconomic 

depression. 178 Jerrs of the Levant had uvery reason themselves to look 

for redemption. 

rre must not for get , however, that the I.evant "'8.S s till an inport­

ant center of commer ce for Jews, and T19 must consider the possibility 

that some Jews' hopes f or reseoration to the Holy I.and was bouDd up with 

their commerical life . There '\'l'&.s precedent f or it: when ,ioseph Uasi, 

Duke of lia..""tOs, acquired his tracts of land on I.a.ke Tiberias, h e had in V 
nind not only that on them. should be e stablished a refuge fo r Jem1 but 

also t hat they might become an important silk- groYrin& region, so that 

his silk from Tiberias and tho silk in AntTrer p in which he had an i nt-

erest might compete with the silk of southern Europe.179 In our tine, 

many yea rs af'ter Uasi and his prosperous e ra, oany JfJWs in t ho great 

ports of the Ottoman Empire -- Smyrna, Aleppo, Cairo, Salonica. -- were 

moneycr "Ulbers or moneyl ender s, customs officials , and a gents for inter­

national coll!!ller cial houses, l BO and thus may reasonably have been expected 

to have a business interest in the influx 0 r Jm'ts t o Palest ine . 
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D. CONCUJSION 

Without menti oning Sabbatianism by name, I have been examining in 

t his chapter the conditions and atti-qudes of seventeenth- century Jewry 

that may have made it listen with respect to the Uessianic pretensions 

of the chicken-dealer's son from Smyrna. I must emphasize again the 

tentative and conjectural nature of many of my concl usions. 

In Cbap•er One I discussed general world conditions in the seven­

teenth century. I spoke of a world in t ranStion from bucolic feudalism 

to ur~zed capitalism, and of the many stresses that men had to 

undergo while t he transition 1·1as underway. J~rs, of course , had to 

take the same stresses; in addition, they suffered from another disabil­

ity -- persecution. 

The feudal aristocracy had, to a great extent, f avort\d the JEms and 

used the:m, for the Jews were a foreign and therefore dependent group, 

and the nature of feudalism requir ed many dependents for each lord. The 

rising urban middle classes, for whose vrellbeinf; quite different economic 

conditions were required than for the welfare of the lords, were natural 

ant agonists of the latter . Because of that fact, and because the cent­

ury was f r aught vrith competitivenee s and insecurity, the urban bourge-



113 

oisie and the gui ldsmen' s class \Vere sensitive and combative, e.nd they 

vented much of their combativeness on the Je\7s, who they f elt contrib­

uted t o t heir insecurity. 

For expedient reasons or for political or social advantage, it vras 

not uncommon for city r.18.gistracies and -- increasingly, as their real 

power vmned -- for menbers of the aristocracy itsel f to a.bet the burghers 

and craftsmen or to acquiesce when the latter insisted on measures 

a~a. :.nst J ews . .t..s t he seventeenth century succeeded the sixteenth and 

tne bourgeoisie became more i nfluential, Jews come to be quite generally 

pr ohibi ted from practising retai l trade or the crafts; in fact, in 

places like Italy and Gennany where the economy was in the doldrums, 

the extr eme step was taken of eliminatine; Jewish competition by e.ctual:i.y 

f encing J evrs off physically from the rest of the commulli ty a.nd placing 

t hem i n ghet tos . 

I n prosperous centers of the nmv oorranercial capitalism -- such 

t owns s.s Amst erdam, Hamburg, Leghorn - - the Jewish smaller bourgeoisie 

tUld lower classes were naturally bett er off. It is not true that they 

lived in f r eedou, as is sooeti::ies imagined; on the contrary, they lvere 

subj ected to :::iuch the same restrictions here as elsewhere. I bel~eve 7t8 

may confidently a ssert, however , that in the prosperous cities t he 

rest r i ct i ons were neither as dire nor as stringently enforced. 

A:n additional circumstance, the large- scale influx of poor Jews 

i nto the large centers, ma.y however have tended to lower the status of 

lower class and !1111&11 bourgeois Jews . The seventeenth contury wo.s at 
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one and the S8l:\e time a period of terrible pobroms o.nd expulsi ons a.nd a 

period of such economic turmoil and insecurity that very f ew places had 

their doors open to J ewish ne-noomers . Consequently, it appears f rom as 

::iuch evidence as I have f ound that J err.ish rei'ut;ees in imposing nuobers 

cro,·tded into the fmv centers of cOl?li':lercie.l capitalism. Although i."::!r.lig­

ration Vias r elatively unrestricted t here and there were undoubtedly some 

op?ortunities fo r employment, it is nevertheless like ly that many of the 

nerrcon er s found t henselves in a sort of rootless, preoariously- oxistins 

proletariat . 

· .. bat \78.S the state of r.Und of the less fortw:.e.te Jews, the poor a.nd 

t he nearly- poor? Certainly thoy suffered from the s8.'ne uncertainties 

and insecurities as did their ventile counterparts , vrhom we have discussed 

in Chapter One . These alone mit;ht have sufficed to have rendered t hem 

deeply dissatisfied with conditi ons as t hey were. But t here was more: 

t:he eternnl mistrea tment at the hands of Gentile soc~ ety cert o.inly made 

t hese Jews fearful and s'.ls picious of non~ens . A t~rd factor, \vhich I 

think has b een far t oo little appreciated, is the likelihood that r ela­

t i ons between classes 7ri.tlun the i:eni sh community ':rere not very good and 

t nnt the lower clo.sses resented the upper . I say this with the thought 

i n mind tha.t, to some extent, t he Jewis~ rulint; classes in the cities 

ve::y like ly t yrannized over the proletariat, in vim., of the f a c ts that 

Jer.ish cornnunity organi zation (in reaction a gainst t he isolation il:i.posed 

on Jews by the 01·ter world) \79.S ti~htly-lcni.t and undoubtedl y authorit­

arian and t hat (especially after the Cossack refugees came) there were 

: air ly \ti.de class cleavages within each .Jerri.sh co:mmuni ty. It appears to 

:ce, then, tho.t the Jewish small bourgeois and prol etarians, in depressed 
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and in prosperous l ocalities alike, experienced the nost profound insec­

urity and sense of oppression;. and that in all likelihood they longed for 

a new order, radically different f r om the one under which they labored, 

t hat would free then f'rou the yoke of Genti l e society, of the Jewish 

rulin& classes, and of the many nameless inseouri ties and fears to ·:rhich 

r.ien of the seventeenth century \vere prey. 

As for Jews of the upper classes, the buq;eoning of oapitalism had 

allowed many of them -- pe.rtioularly in the centers of Arasterdam, H e.m­

burg, Venice , Laghorn, and Smyrna -- to participate in t he cor.unercial 

lif e of the non-Jewish \vorld t o an extent unheard-of in recent cent­

uries. and as a r esult a sizable number of Jews had a taste of the way 

of life, the culture, and the values of the wealthier Gentile bourge ­

oi sie. It was no more than a taste, homtVer, rega rdless of how it may 

have tantalized the palates of the taster s . 

I t was no more t han a taste because a number of ser ious obstach1s 

st ood i n the way o~ the free ontry of Jews into the non-Jewish world . 

t here was the business obstecle t:W.t Je'7i.sh capitalists, not being 

e::lODC the wealthiest people and not being in close social connection 

with them, tended to be pushed out of enterprises that ''°re becoming 

large and to be confined to the edges of big business. Ther e was the 

civic obstacle that, not held f'ull citizens in any Europoan country. 

and living in a mercn.ntilistic age, their commercial activities were 

sometimes disturbed by u:ifr ienclly powers and may -- perhaps - not have 

r~ceived the sane protection from their home country that the aotivities 

of Genti le traders would have had. Tliere nas the social obstacle that, 
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in a century in much religious differences were an almost insunnount­

able barrier betrreen groups of men, Jews in any numbers could not hope 

to make easy f riendships with numbers or Christians, no :matter how c l ose 

t he outlook or the former grew to approach that of the latter . Finally. 

there was this obstacle: that f!1Very rebuff the wealthier Jews suffer ed 

at the hands of the non-Jewish business world turned them ever more 

st rongly to the Jewis h ,.,orld. and that the persecution suffered by their 

poor er brethren had i ndirectly the same effect on them, so that they 

cane t o seek vritbin the Jewish ·worl d their commercial profi ts, their 

social satsifactions, and their prestige as l eaders . 

As I believe I have to some extent indicated, the seventeenth­

centurJ J 6\'Jish world lV'aS subjected to ma.ny strains and stresses, some 

Cot'l!T'~n to the society of the tine, some more or l ess peculiar to the 

Je;rish group . Quite natura lly, the Je,'l'ish peopl e reacted to the stresses 

nnd the other nEn7 conditions of li~e brought on during our century n.nd 

the precediDG one , and attempted to adjust to changed situations . 

The favt that people nol7 tro.veled more and were l ess inclined to 

stay rooted to t heir birthplace (even if they wore not expelled from i t) 

thnn i n past centuries meant that Jews n0\7 acquired a cosnopoli tan 

porspective and sa.l7 themselves as members of a world ethno- religious 

cora:nmity . This f ac t , added t o t he nati ons.list voi;ue in Christinn 

states helped create the conditions fo r Jewish nationalism in the 

period '\7e a r e considering. '!'ho fact that Jewish entrepreneurs in all 

the large port cities did a r;reat deal of business among t hemselves 

certainly intensified the f eeling of particula rism and nationalism 

' 
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within this highly influential group. 

The same Group, that of the entrepr eneurs, felt a certain amount of 

ambivalence, due to their working in the non-Jevdsh business world yet 

l iving in the Jewish religious world, and finding it impossi ble either 

t o withdraw into one to the exc l usion of the other or to reconcile the 

disparate values of the two . Undoubtedl y they dreamed of a more normal 

li!'e, in which their ambivalence could be resolved. 

The Levant was one of the chief areas into \'1hich Jewish-operated 

commerce extended, and among the J ews of the Ottoman ports were ~ 

pror.ri.nent in commerce. In vi617 of the international rivalries that 

centered on the I.evant (I spoke of them i n Chapter Two), it i s not 

beyond the :-ealm of probability that J Emi sh ca pi tali sts too cast covet­

ous eyes at the Levant or po.rt of it, and dr eamed of enlarging their 

interest in the area . 

When we speak of t he longing for Zion. among Jews of our period, we 

of cour se abandon the conj&ctural and enter into the r ealm of certainty. 

·.:e !.:now without a doubt that t he oppros sed and oheerless lower orders of 

the Jews were pathetica lly eager for a r estoration to the l and of Israel 

-- a restoration that vroul d return to them their lost prosperity. 

I ... sel we are r ight in suggesting that , amone the many J6Vl'i.sh capit­

alists and ccma:iunity leaders who also looked toward Zion, there may have 

oeen hopes of a s omewhat different cast : oapi talists may he..ve expected, 

just as J oseph Nasi had expected, t hat a return to Zion would mean a 



118 

commercie.l boon e.nd oppor tunity for them. that - - perhaps -- Gaza might 

become a rich Je'7i.sh port as Aleppo had been a French one and Smyrna was 

now a. Dutch and English one; furthermore. COI!ICl.unity leaders. not unlikely 

\70rried over the size e.nd rootlessness and for eignness of the Jewish 

prol etariat in the great Jewish center s of Amsterd8lll• H amburg, and 

I.sghorn, may well have hoped that a new refuge woul d open soon in the 

host ile world and that poor and discontented J 6'W'8 could migr ate to that 

refuge with confidence . The ideal refuge , of course, v:ould be the land 

of I srael. 

Finally, let me s~ of the l ower classes and the small bourgeoisie 

among the Jews, wherever they were . L1lce the Gentile poorer people, 

they too suffered ns the ultimate vict ims of inflation, the most hel~less 

suffer ers f rom the centuI"J' s exceptionally bloody nars, and the class 

most easily hurt -- and most incomprehensively t o itsel f -- by the 

conflicts of other classes and the not infrequent economic crises 

brought on by urbanism and ca pitalism. But t he Jews suffered mor e than 

tho Genti les, f or all this and more -- the attacks of mobs. degrading or 

cruelly discriminating la"ns, expulsion...- was visited upon their heads . 

As an ult imat e blow, the l o1'ter classes of Jews seem to have felt at 

tbes -- how frequ.antly or regularly I do not know -- t hat the Jmrlsh 

r uling 5roups treated them arbitrarily and high- handedl y . Small wonder 

that these poorer J mvs considered Y:ho on earth could come to t heir aid 

and succor, and were nonplussed; that the deliverance that they passion­

ately prayed f or Ttas one created in Heaven and brought t o them on the 

wings or a quasi- Divine Messiah . All manki~, it was true, seemed to be 

r anged against then; surel y, then, this wa s the time of " chevley 1.£shia ch11
, 
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and ~he lord would soon come to their aid. 

To 1Df: milld there -.was possible in the seventeenth century but one 

comprehenai ve answer to the varied problems of' Jewish people. but one 

• all-inclusive response to the dreams and yearnings or the different 

segments or our people. That answer and response was a l!essianism of 

precisely the type put forward by the Sabba.tie.ni•s. Se.bba.tianism 

offered nationali8111 with authorituian rule to the oammunity leaders: 

it dangled the prospect of' nationalism with imperialism bef'ore the eyes 

of the capita.lists; it gave the prc:md.ae of' eventual colonization in Zion 

to those troubled by Jewish population pressures; to both the restive 

poorer Jewa and the ambivalent ca.pita.list Jews it of'f'ered antinamianism, 

e. relaxation of' the restrictions ot Talmud mid rabbis; and f'imlly. to 

those Jews who were nonplussed and had given up f'aith in mundane help, 

it proclaimed a supernatural I!esaiah and a neo-Platonic theology aimed 

at his apotheosis. No other doctrine that I can think of' could have 

been so nearly perfectl;r attuned to the needs and the strivings of the 

Jm'l's of' the t'l..me. 

Furthermore, it appears to Jll8 that the time T!hen Sabba.tiani.sc 

appeared '118.S - give or take a f'et.'T yea.rs or a decade -- the optimum time 

for its appearance. Europe. in the Thirty Years' \'lar, ba4 just been 

scourged as never before or after f'or several centuries. The Jews had• 

in ·(;he Coasack massacres. suffered more cruelly perhaps than since Titus 

and Hadrian, and Jewish lif'e eveI'}'\vhere had been disrupted. Furthermore. 

capitalist activity had become ao extensive by then -- but hardly be.fore 

then - that the class struggle was a problem in Europe a:cd the ambi-
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valence of influential Jerrs was troublesome . Finally, postal systems had 

just been developed to the point th.at it '18.S now possible for propaganda 

to be dissa::dnated from land to land ;·ti th enough rapidity for a movenent 

to b9cone i:lternationa.l in short order; but co!JIIlUllications i:rere not yet 

pcr i'octed Sl':'ficiently that Td.ld rumors or cooked- up stories of mi racles 

could be refuted as easily as they were spread. 

Those historians "110, i'ollovti.DG the contemporary chronicler Coenen, 

attribute Sabbatai Zevi's influence to personal qualiti e s -- his 

intellect, his ma&netiso, his handsomeness and stature -- are Ytrapping a 

s::iall truth in a ve ry ~reat deal of sill iness . The ph:t•sioal att re..cti ve­

ness to which those who SB.YT Sabbatai testified, and a c1ertain presence 

which he is said to have possessed certainly oust hc.ve helped him to 

draw a following in such places as Smyrna and Hebron, where people saw 

i1im face- to- face . l~o personal characteristics, ho'78ver , can have helped 

in the conversion to his cause of so many European Jewu ; nor do these 

characteristics even explain -che tra.nsfon:iation that his movoment 

·.'Tl"oucht in the lives of the Jews of Smyrna, where he Uved. These 

Smyrna J ews had presunably seen t a ll and handsome men, even men with 

r.ul.gnetism, before, witl10ut havi:lb fits and scree.mini; that God was about 

to save them. 

Let me also say that the Jl'.D.llY historians who l ook no farther into 

the motivatio s of Sab·Datians t han to call the latter d e luded and foolish 

a~e themselves deluded. It is easy, with the i nfinite 'visdom of our o. . -
Posteriori judgment, t o call the seventeenth- century J •EnTB victims of a 

hoax or of some temporary blindness, and to favor them with condescending 
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pity. But it is nei.t._r fo.ir nor very intelligent to cond9I:lll them for 

not having reacted to Sa.bbatai Zevi like nineteenth- century Breslau 

professors. 

The fa.ct. as it seems to oe, is that in the oid- seventeenth -

century a s reo.t proportion of the Jewish people vrero sick of the status 

quo o.nd ;10re aJlT.ious for a. change . ~',ben an obscure chicken-dealer's son 

i'ron Smyrna announced ha was the t:essiah• all the groups in J ~rry that 

had been desir ous of chanf;e or revolution hurried to hail him a s th8ir 

leader and t o fasten onto him tho program of' their particular group. 

Sabbatai hinself. an unbalanced e.nd indecisive rnanwho seems never to 

have ho.d a Yrell thought-out pi.an_ was caught up yfi th dizzying sp!!ed in a 

r:i.ovement far too large and deep for him. I.Dt us. however, not censure 

:um ovel"!:luch for his failure to take effective l eo.dership; since the 

Lord did not choose at that tine to intervene in histor-.r in our favor , i t 

is l:tost unlikely that nnyone -- even a ~oses -- coul d have brought our 

fathe r s to the Promised !And. a.r;ainst whc.t would undoubtedl y have been 

the opposition of all influential nations . All nations. as I mentioned 

above (p. 53 f . ~ wre nost jealous of the "be.lance of polYer" and coul d 

not yet coopero. te with one another i n sincer ity• l et a.lone Yd th an 

upstart Jewish power. 

It was a "dog eat dog" era in international relations, and the 

Sabb&ti.t"l movement was perhaps doomed from the outset. Nevertheless. I 

thi!lk the Sabba.tians have alr eady been reviled enough for t heir quixot­

.1. cism n.nd their irrationality. I think i t is time we a.d.'!Uired them f or 

their cournGe in the face of stag~ering odds, for the . idealism Tri.th 
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which they met the bitter conditions of their lives. and for their 

beautiful vision of a hopeful tomorrow. 
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