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THE SABBATIAN HOVELKENT IN THE YEAR 5426 (1665-6)

A DIGEST

In the middle of the seventeenth century, much of Europe was in
transition from the provineial and ingrown existence of the Middle Ages
to the dynamic life of a commercial society whose horizons were the ends
of the earth, The transition was trying and painful: it involved devast-
ating wars, drastic shifts in power centers, and extensive social disloc-
ation, Though playing no leading part in the transition, Jews were among
its special victims, for they were characteristically treated as shock-
absorbers for the blows their Gentile neighbors sustained,

The mid-seventeenth century was a halcyon day for mysticism in gen-
eral and, in particular, apocalypticism, Richly nourished by the insec-
urity of non-Jewish society, it was in the Jewish world -- in the Sabbat-
ian movement -~ that they were to find their most hospitable home,

The movement, in its international scope, may be dated from the last
days of Elul, 5425 (September, 1665), when Nathan Ghazati, the "prophet"
of Sabbatai Zevi, first announced in letters broadcast through the Jewish
world that his master was the lessiah, From that time on, Sabbatai trav-
eled in inereasing triumph through Palestine and Syria, and in a short
time set out for his first great goal as iiessiah, the imperial city of
Constantinople, Arrested there, he spent the remainder of the year in
prison, not however as a convict, but as a monarch holding court and
receiving the homage of untold numbers of awed visitors, At length the
Ottoman government determined to end the show and presented him with an
ultimatum, Bowing to it, he submitted to conversion to Islam: this was



in Elul, 5426 (September, 1666), almost exactly a year after his name had
first become widely known,

During the year, Sabbatai's following had grown phenomenally, His
movement had appealed to the mass of Levantine Jewry, that seemed to
expect of him liberation from the oppressive hand of Gentile society and
of Jewish cormunity leaders as well, He had drawn great strength, as is
well kmown, from the shattered Jewry of Foland and the hounded Jews of
Central Europe, Some Jewish leaders and men of wealth had been a‘btmctodcl l
to his movement, it seems, as an answer to their longing for prestige and 4
statud in an increasingly natiomalistic world, Other leaders of Jewish A
comnunities had doubted Sabbatai's Liessiahship but paid him lip-service '“
lest they jeopardize their positions of leadership, 3
..,
On the other hand, a number of influential Jews in the levant and a Meiw,
minority in other lands had been skeptical of Sabbatei's pretensions and
antipathelic to his movement, The former saw in its anti-Ottomanism a
potential threat to their own security and position., The latter, notable
among them Jacob Sgsportas, feared it as a force for subversion in every
community, and as a disrupting influence on Jewish loyalties,
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CHAPTER ONE

A CENTURY OF INSTABILITY:
EUROFE AND THE LEVANT BETWEEN 1550 AND 1666

On a December day in 1665, the son of a onetime chicken-dealer
stepped into a waiting sailboat at the Anatolian town of Smyrna, The
boat was bound for Constantinople, and it was said that there the
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire would make obeisance before the chicken-
dealer's son, It was said he would acknowledge him as Messiah of the
Jews and righfful King of the world, and would remove his own imperial
turban and place it on the newcomer's head, As the boat unfurled its
sails and pushed out from the shelter of Smyrna's hills, unnumbered
Jews sent after it their prayers for its passenger's success, Other
multitudes of Jews no longer felt the need to pray for him: they were
certain he was the Messiah and his Kingdom was at hand, and the
certainty had worked an inner transformation in them,

Neither the force of logic, nor eloquence, nor police power, nor
political advantage were at his service, Only the magic word "Messiah"



was at his service, Yet, in the space of a few months, the chicken-
dealer's son becams the mightiest man in Jewry, his name and his cult
all but engulfing our world and stirring Gentiles as well,

This was truly an astonishing phenomenon, We cannot state with
certainty why it happened, but we may be sure that, as Sabbatai Zevi
was boarding his Messianic boat, history stood in the shadows and
impelled him, and his followers and adversaries as well, to do as they
did, "e may, in these pages, set down some portions of that history
that seem to be significant, and we may suggest wherein their signific-

‘ance lies,

A, THE MEDITERRANEAN'S BRILLIANCE IN ECLIPSE

The ecomomic theory of conspicuous consumption may be a modern one,
but the practise is not, Some centuries ago, well-to-do Europeans were
anticipating Veblen by serambling after the most conspicuous and extra-
ordinary in eatables and wearables, Since one of the chief determinants
of the conspicuous seems to have been the distance the material was
hauled, a considerable and highly lucrative trade developed, as early in
the Middle Ages as Europe had sufficient wealthy men to make it worth
while, with Persia and India and Java and China —- the most distant



lands that Europeans kmew and whose products they coveted,

Beginning in medieval days and continuing well on into the
Renaissance, goods were funneled through the ports of Egypt and Syria
and taken from there bty Tuscan and Venetian traders, who distributed
them to Europe, This process continued to operate until Europe had
become so wealthy and demanding that, compared to the Levantine
funnel, she was "a glant fed through the chinks of a wall";% 1t
continued, also, until the center of Europe's wealth had so definitely
moved westward that Italy could no longer maintain her trade monopoly.

On a midsummer day in February, 1488, Bartholomeu Diaz diseovered
the cape that he or his Portuguese King dubtbed Good Hope, Ten years
later his countryman Vasco da Gema sailed around the new-found cape to
opulent India, and grateful Portugal immediately understood that he
had blazed a new and far cheaper highway between Burope and the East.>
Portugal was extraordinarily quiek to exploit her new route, and the
other nations of Western Europe -- she, of course, could not keep the
Indian Ocean as her monopoly -- did not walt many years before follow-
ing per.

Venice, at that time much the greatest Levantine trader among
the Italian states, did not need to wait for the Cape route to became
well traveled before she understood her dire predicament, As soon as
news came to her of the success of Lisbon's second expedition to India,
"eadauno ne rimaxe stupefacto”, So tells us a diarist of the day,
adding, out of the depth of his depression, "Fu la peggior muova dal



perders la liberta in fuoral"  Desperate, the Adristic republic cast
about for some way to maintain herself, She even had the idea of re-
digging the ansient Suesz Canal to give her galleons direct access to
the Indies; the plan might perhaps have succeeded, had not West Burop-
eans opposed it in the court of the Mamelukes. At length, left
without an alterngtive, the Vemetians saw their Orient trade go into

near collapse as early as 1502.5

Tith its remarkably abrupt shift of the centers of commerce, the
beginning of the sixteenth cemtury brought prosperity to important
towns in the Atlantic seaboard region, and recession to the proud
ports and market-cities of the eastern and middle Mediterranean, Egypt
suffered from the decline of Cairo and Alexandria, and all Turkey felt
the pinsh of her loss of customs duties.®
the Tusecan capital, and of Venice were over,

The golden age of Florenece,
-

Still, the Mediterranean centers managed to readjust, Turkey
nursed her wounds for a decade ot so and then proceeded to recoup her
loss a hundredfold -- not by attraocting trade to herself, be it emphas-
ized, but by conquering places where trade was already carried on,

Under Selim I (1512-20) nearly all the Middle East -- upper Mesopotamia
and Syria, the Arabian peninsula and Egypt -- fell before the Ottoman
sword, Selim's son, the great Sflleyman (1520-66), added to his empire
such far-flung lands as the Barbary coast, Hungary, and as muoh of the
Balkans as was not yet in his hands, Quite understandably, the Ottoman
Empire basked in prosperity as long as it could engage itself in
digesting these conquests, ihether the Empire's prosperity had a solid



or an ephemeral base is another question.

Venice managed to reconocile herself to the loss of her Indies
trade, She remained busy, though of course on a less pretemtious
scale, acting as merchant between the Ottoman lLevant, her own extensive
Mediterranean possessions, and Europe.,” In addition, she could main-
tain an air of wellbeing throughout the sixteenth century by living in
part off the vast capital she had amassed in her golden age.’ Truly,
she made of the sixteenth a century of magnificent cultural display.
It was the era when some of her noblest palaces and churches were
built, It was the era of Bordome, Tiepolo, Veronese, Tinteretto, El
Greco, and Titian,

The turn of the sixteenth century, in conclusion, was the point at
which the centers of the world's commerce moved fraom the Mediterranean,
leaving that sea to its local trade, and settled near the Atlantic
Ocean, in Iisbon, Seville, and above all in Antwerp,.°

B. FEUDALISM'S TROJAN HORSE - - INFLATION

To Lisbon, Seville, and Antwerp came galleons not only from the
Indies, but from an entirely new continent as well -- from Amerioca,



Ameng their varied ocargoes was one material especially prized in
Iberia, the silver of Mexico's mines, Its importation begimming about
the middle of the fifteenth century, little more than a decade was
needed before it was pouring into Seville at the rate of a quarter
billion maraved{s per year,ll

Wie are told that the Spanish government looked with great favor
upon the influx of precious metal, for aoccording to her favored "bull-
ionist" theory of economios, gold and silver were the basis and the
source of national strength,? Undoubtedly, the silver -- and, to &
lesser extent, the gold -- of America's mines did do muoch to stimulate
world trade and usher in the day of true upih.‘liln.l"'

Mid-sixteenth-century Spain, however, had neither the middle class
nor the material resources necessary to make economic use of her wvast
store of precious metal, Instead of helping her, therefore, the gold
and silver gave rise to an inflationary price rise that helped to bank-
rupt her govermment and then went on to alter the soscial complexion of
Europe.

Prices rose steeply in Spain, and they went beyond her borders to
rise as steeply in all the lands that had close economic ties with her,l®
Poland, for example, was then a prosperous land; she was "the granary of
Western Europe?l® Nonetheless, inflation brought her the first pangs
of coming discontent, as -- in Iwéw —- the cost of living more than
quadrupled and real wages fell by over one-quarter between 1521 and
S 600.16"



Through great areas of western and eentral Europe, inflation
erippled the oreditors, the workingmen who lived on fixed wages, and
the medium and amall landowners, who subsisted on their fixed remts.l”
Bankruptoies among the peasantry and the lesser gentry became common;
these bankrupteies forced interest rates up to multiples of what they
had previously been, and this development in its turn brought added
misery.l® It was a classical pioture of inflation and its evils,

There were those, however, who profited from the inflatiom, The
merchants and master craftsmen of the cities, who could keep ahead of
price rises, found attractive investments for their surplus cash in
the debt-ridden estates of the gentry. To a somewhat lesser extent,
independent farmers found themselves able to buy up the mortgages of
bankrupt estates, As a result, the inflation did much to work a great
social change in late sixteenth-century Europe: it greatly strengthened
the bourgeoisie and the independent farmers, and at the mame time con-
siderably weakened the feudal landowmers, while pushing many of the
poorer peasants, the servants and artisans into the ranks of the jobless
proletariat,t®



C. BUSINESS MEN - - THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY'S REVOLUTIONISTS

The merchant oclass was now, so to speak, a revolutionary class,
Increasingly aggressive, going from ambition to greater ambition, its
members were steadily broadening their horizons and their spheres of
influence until == in a remarkably brief time -~ they encompassed the
entire world, By the early years of the seventeenth century, inter-
national commerce had acquired such stability and sueh importance that,
indirectly, it caused a considerable slowing-down of the inflatiomary
curve in Burope's important phuu.m At mid-gcentury, its prastition-
ers were without doubt the most influential class in the larger
oitiea.n

We have noted above that Lisbon, Seville, and Antwerp had succeed-
ed to the title of the world's great trade hubs, For the two former
cities, the title was quite transient and, in addition, of considerably
lesser importance than would have been the case had the Iberian lands
possessed an active middle elass. Antwerp, on the other hand, enjoyed
a period of great commereial importance2? umtil the last gensration of
the sixteenth cemtury, when she took part in the Dutch Var for Imdepend-
ence and Spain brought her to her knees,2>

By this time, the hub of world trade had doﬁ.nitolym to the
Northwest of Europe, Only a eity in the same area could take Antwerp's
place, for only there could be found a centuries'-old manufasturing
region and, adjoining it, the crossroads of the Atlantic and Baltic sea



lanes and of Europe's greatest overland trade route, Amsterdam was the
town that succeeded to the place of Antwerp,24

Amsterdam was not content, however, merely to imitate her prede-
cessor, Her ambition for world trade and the course of events combined
to place her well in the forefront of the seventeenth century's revol-
utisnary cammercial course,

Was business on a world scale too great an endeavor for one man to
undertake alone? He accordingly joined with others of like mind to
form a company,: so that their pooled capital could outfit a ship and
send out a orew, Did the company's trade grow, so that the partners
wanted more capital to finance it further and a largsr number of owners
among whom to share the risks of storm and distant pirates?2® They
then formed a joint-stock company>® and allowed its shares to be
traded, Did they feel cheated by the publiec cashiers who cashed their
customers! bills of exchange? If- 8o, they Jjoined in petitioning the
city fathers for the establiskment of an official exehange bank,2’

Vias the company troubled by other Amsterdammers enoroaching on its
trading territory? Or did it merely wish to forestall the possibility?
Then, quite as a matter of course, it received momopoly rights from the

eity fathers.?® Dia the company, finally, fear foreign competition in

its trading territory? If it did, it invested in industry?® so that it
might trade in industrial products and hedge against a loss of profits,

By such devices did Amsterdam grow, In such fashion did she
beeoms a city of over 150,000.30 ruled by international merchants and
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financiers and manufacturers who gave her her style -- that of a canal-
eity of steep-gabled homes, their exteriors severe but their interiors
luxurious with high-colored Levantine tapestries and heroic family
portraits,5! In such a way, finally, did she become -- and remain
throughout the seventeenth eemtury>? - far and away Burope's leader
"as shipping center, as commodity mariket, and as market for capital,”>>

Still a further cause for Amsterdam's preeminence -- and one that
is all-important in the comtext with whioh we are dealing -- is her
hospitality to newcomers, whether or not they were refugees, and what-
ever their faith and natiomality;>% and, in addition, the ease with
which she allowed newcomers to become citirzens,®® Not a few of those
who came to her gates were merchants and oraftsmen who proved most
valuable to her,

The business men of other places in West and North Europe --
notably cf England and France -- expanded and acquired worldwide
interests at the same time as did the Amsterdammers, There was one
striking difference, however: the latter made their own plans and,
through their own representatives, legislated in the interest of their
companies; the English and the Frensh, on the other hand, were living
under powerful monarchieal gmrnuutl“ “that sought to keep the

trading companies under their own oontrol.”

In France and in England, the govermments played a leading part in
the foundation of the trading ocnpaniu.“ They granted the companies
monopoly rights and raised money for thnwhonitmmodod.w They
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upheld and stremgthened and coddled the companies in every way that
suggested itself to their ingenuities, They sent their armies and
navies against their companies' rivals%® and then drafted laws to make
the campanies all the more profitable so as to pay the mercenary
armies' bills,?l As wealth-creating adjuncts of the trading companies,
they encouraged the building of home industries: France, especially
under Colbert, did it by means of fantastic manipulations of her econ-
omy and the rights of her citizens;%? and England mcoamplished it with
striot import and export controls.*> If, in response to the manipula-
tions, there was economic dislocation that bore heavily on some of the
poorer people, there must then be a still greater volume of manufaetur
ing to keep them from going idle 4

After the Kings of France and of England had praectised for a time
the policy of using the state to expand commerce and commerce to cent-
ralize the state, their theoreticians published the policy as a dogma,
Today we refer to it as mercantilism, Perhaps it is no coincidenoce
that Mun, an Englishman, wrote the classic exposition of mercantilismi®
while Grotius, a Dutohman, was most responsible for the attempt to set
limits to the rampant nationalism that it encouraged.i®

We may say in conclusion that the century or half-century before
1666 witnessed a revolution of several facets, There was a great change
in the world's commercial hub: it moved to Amsterdam., There m
remarkable increase in wealth, a broadening of the wealthy class, and
an umparalleled extension of the traveled world, There was, further-
more, & considerable amount of social mobility, some of it brought



about easily and painlessly, some not so painlessly, lastly, the lines
separating nations were taking on an unwonted firmness, and men were

beginning to feel that natiomalism was a meaningful concept,

D, THE REVOLUTIOR BREEDS UNREST

One of the most striking works of the revolution of which we have
been speaking was a feshuffling of class lines, Much of it was accomp=-
lished quietly and peacefully, with the joining in marriage of rising
bourgeois families with deelining noble families -- the ome contrib-
uting wealth, the other its aristocratic name and lineage, to form a
felioitous union,%7

Not infrequently, however, the seventeenth century was a witness
to social dislocation so great and embittering that mo friectionless
realigmment could be made, In these cases, there was strife leading
even to outright war at times, and the warious groups took sides in
different ways: the landed aristocracy, the smallest peasants, the
servant class, and the journeymen craftsmen, though all fighting with
desperation to hold on to something of their former position, were not
necessarily on the same side in pbactise; while the internmationmal
merchants and large capitalists, the manmufacturing masters, the local
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merchants, and the independent farmers -- though the more impatient
among them shared an ambition for rising faster than they had been
doing —= did not always fight on the same side, either, Chief among
the social wars and skirmishes of the cenmtury were the struggle of
Remonstrants and Counter-Remonstrants in the Netherlands (1617-19),%®
the Fronde revolt against Mazarin in France (1648-53),%% the famous
English oivil war of the '40's, some actions in the Thirty Years' War
and, farther afield, the rising in the Neapolitan lower classes
(1647-8),50

A social war that calls for special mention is that waged by the
Cossacks against Poland (1648-60), Poland's commercial and urban devel-
opment had suffered serious blows in the sixteenth century,®l and she
was now a land of feudal nobles and tenant peasants , considerably more
poorly developed than her Western uontﬂporu‘iu.sz The war consegquent-
ly had a medieval flavor: it was a revolt of a young frontier gentry,
which was Cossack, against the control measures that had been nttmphﬂ“
by the established State-supported gentry, which was Polish, The
Ukrainian peasants, oppressed by the Polish nobility, rallied round the
Cossack warlords, who they believed would fight for their own libera-
tion; at the moment of victory, however, they were betrayed,>*

The social wars and the wars between rival nations were so frequent
as to constitute a catastrophe for the seventeenth-century man, There
were, first, the dislocations and the tragedies that attend all wars,
In addition were the ferocity and the exira measure of destruction that
wars between countrymen bring, Finally, the very size of Europe's



kingdoms lent an unprecedented depth of terror to tho wars they fought,

Seventeenth-century armies were unusually large, for the times had
preduced an unprecedented number of Buropean powers, most of them
blessed with the riches of commerce, all of them infeocted with nation-
alism and jealous of one another and, in consequence, seldam reluctant
to throw their resources into war, The problem of provisioning these
swollen armies was one that Wallenstein solved: his men lived off the
hnd.55 lany of them foreigners hired to fight, his troops and those
of the commanders who emulated his example desolated Germany almost
past belief°® and, in the Franco-Spanish War of the '50's, made a

shambles of northern Frmo.57

The poorer classes bore a very heavy share of the taxes for the
wars,?® It seems that, to compound the injury, they suffered out of all
proportion from the wars and the revolts, A report to Mazarin at the
time of Franoce's civil strife remarks that "les pauvres ecourent mos rues
ot leurs visages languissants domnent de la compassion et de l'effroi Y
tout le monde",5° and a relief worker in the provinces devastated by the
War with Spain writes, "Il n'y a point de langue qui puisse dire, point de
plume qui puisse exprimer, point d'oreille qui ose entendre ce que nous

avons vu,"50

Officialdom was inereasingly unsympathetic to the poor.el They were
treated roughly by the leaders they had believed in and for whom they
had fought, like Chmielnield in the Ukraine and Cromwell in England,
Small wonder that they were bewildered and dazed, and that some awoke



from their daze to organize groups like the semi-economic journsymen's
unions of France®2 and the egalitarian Levellers and conmumistic Diggers

of eivil-war days in Bnghnl.“

E. THE QUEST FOR SALVATION IN THE MIDST OF UNREST

If the seventeenth was a century of desolating wars and profound
distress, it was at the same time a cemtury of intense roligiosity.“
Throughout its first half, at any rate, it preserved and in some
circles deepened the habit that its predecessor had acquired of conducte
ing its thinking within a religious Gestalt and performing its actions
in religion's name, Nonetheless, we must be aware that religion meant
quite different things to different groups of people.

To kings and to most of the established elergy, religion was of
the greatest importance as a tool for centralizing the state, The
formula of the century-old Peace of Augsburg, "cuius regio eius relig-
10", reaffirmed as it was by the signatories at Westphalia,®® well
expressed the feeli the reigns that there was little difference
between religion and nationaiimm, When the Inquisition, still filled
with zeal, burned Brumo and hundreds of others, and when the Bishop of
Wirzburg put to death a reported 9,000 witches and wizards in 1627-8,56
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they were fitting their action te their conviotion that nothing so
frivolous as a citizen's conscience may be allowed to deter him from
marching in step behind his sovereign, When the Jesuits disciplined
away their individual personalities to disseminate their Gospel, it was
done "ad majorem gloriam", not "Dei", but "ecclesiae" -- and they did
homage to their oceclesia as to a temporal state,

It is doubtful whether the best efforts of kings and priests really
succeeded in effecting ecivic unity by enforoing religious uniformity.
We are told, for instance, that from about 1680 to 1620, "the growth of
superstition and delusions, often shared by the accused with the
accusers, became epidemic in Germany, The fury of persecution whiech
acocompanied this reviwval raged both in the eoclesiastical lands ,., and
in the temporal territories ,,, The perturbation created by these pro-
ceedings, and the spirit of unreasoning terror and reckless self-defemoce
which they aroused, beyond a doubt sensibly contributed to the wide-
spread feeling of unrest, and to the general desire for remedies as
violent as the evil itself,"S7

In Europe's growing towns and cities, where so many were learning
to get ahead on their own initiative, there was insreasing distaste for
authoritarianism in religion as well as in all other fields, To the
absolutist philosophy of religion were opposed a myriad of counter-phil-
osophies and antipathetic sects,

We may serve simpliocity, though we do violence to their historie
intercomnections, if we consider these philosophies and sescts as grouped



under three schools,

One school was humanistic: to the absolutists' claims it opposed
the doctrine that somehow man is the touchstone of religious experiemce,
The Arminians of the Dutch cities held that the Seriptures have author-
ity beyond that of any Church, and that right-minded individuals are
free to interpret them, Their fellow-burghers, the main branch of the
liennonite seot, no longer the dour ascetics their grandfathers had been,

tended to agree with the Aminim.es Those Englishmen known as the
Cambridge Platonists, though called "latitudinarian", were more orthodox
than these others and taught that a Divine spark must dwell in that soul
that would interpret Holy Writ.®® At the opposite extrems, Polish
Socinianism (many of whose adherents fled to Holland in 1661) and the
primarily English religious rationalism maintained that mot Biblical
precepts but rather ethical laws are the heart of true religion.'® At
the same time, a feeling -- more often than not unspoken -- was develop-
ing in bourgeois hearts that religion has nothing at all to say on

secular a.ffnirs.u

The second school might perhaps be called Augustinian: it proelaimed
that God is the supreme power and man a helpless simmer, and the wvarious
sects within it drew various conclusions therefrom,

Some of the sects were no enemies of institutionalism, provided it
did not tamper with the channels of Divine grace., One of these bodies
was the Puritan, in its pure Calvinist aspeot, in which it preached the
individual ever facing his Maker and "the belief that the relation between
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the invisible spirit of man and the invisible God was immediate bather
than mediate,"”7? Another such body was the Jansenist, that agitated for
more evangelism and less ritualism in the Church of Rome and enjoyed its
greatest ascendancy in the '40's and '50':.73

Some other sects (and individuals) were less friemdly to instit-
utionalism, or even indifferent to it. Known as Quietists, they were
overwhelmed by a conviction of man's spiritual helplessness and deprav-
ity., The only way to strength and redemption, they taught, was to
induce in oneself an utterly passive attitude -~ "sicut cadaver”, in
Luther's vivid phrase -- and wait for God to reach down and take poss-
ession of the self, The Spaniard Juan Faloomi, in the '30's, was the
first Quietist of the century to attract a following, Within a short
time, a number of aristocrats in France had been attracted to the
philosophy, and in 1667 a certain Nicole felt impelled to write a
book, Les imaginaires et les visiomnaires, attecking Quietists,’?

Cousin to Quietism was the Antinomien doctrine bequeathed by the
Reformer Agricola to same English Dissenters of the time, a bizarre
dootrine that faith justifies perfectly and no works -- not even the
ethiecs of the Decalogue -- are at all masury.n Few men, fortun-
ately, had the courage to claim this doctrine,

It is but a short distance from the feeling that the individual is
too weak to save himself from sin to the conviction that humanity has
not the power to redeem itself from inhumanity and bloodshed -~ that is
to say, from belief in Quietism to preoccupation with eschatology.



Such was the state of affairs in the seventeenth century that it
was not difficult to believe that God was intervening in the events of
the world, or socon would do so, There had been so many calamities, so
much misery, When London buwrned in 1666, even the matter-of-fact
Evelyn could consider the possivility that the Almighty was requiting

England for her sins, °

Nonetheless, we can hardly be prepared for the wave of chiliaam
and apocalypticism that we actually do find when we make even a cursory
study of the century, Silver speaks of several hundred English apocal-
yptic pamphlets of the '40's and '50's alonme,’’ Among the many millen~
ary prophets were the mathematician Pell, who predicted Rome would fall
in the '70's or '80's,”® Burton in the '40's, ° Harwood im the '50's, %"
and Anna Trapnel the "poor instrument” in the same period®l - all of
them preaching the imminent day of judgment, The Fifth Monarchy move-
ment was devoted to caloulating the apocalpptic date; generally it fixed
on the year 1666.82 The Seekers, though chiliasts too, were a bit more
modest; not stopping to determine the date, they were content merely to

"wait and seek" the final clt'nmm-lrl'.ion.a8

So much for millenary ocalculations in “ngland, Germany, where we
are told superstition intemsified during the Thirty Years' War, was
hardly behindhend 8% Two mystics in that land were inspired to prophesy
the imminent end when they saw comets in the sky.5® The visionary
Boehme alluded to the approaching apocalypse.®® Finslly, "a contempor-
ary, Friedrich Brekling, enumerates one hundred and eighty visionaries
of that century, men and women, who were millenarian dreamers and
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eschatologists 87

Some there were who anticipated the coming millenium by anointing
themselves its lessiah or, more modestly, his precursor, In the '40's
Arise Evans called himself the Christ,®® and during the following decade
Reeve and liuggleton amnounced they were the heralds of the imminent Day,
founding thereby a sect of remarkanble persistence (notwithstanding their
poor showing as \proph.etls).s9 James Nayler, the most picturesque of the
lot, proclaimed himself the Messiah, and ome day in 1665 rode through
Bristol in lMessianic pose but sans clothing, to the hosannas of a hand-
ful of followers,?

Ve have been speaking of what we referred to as the second school
of religious thought -- that which holds man helpless, The third school
agrees but adds a qualification that renders it all but antithetical to
Calvinism, yet not far from Quietism -- the qualification that within
man dwells God, usually unnoted but ever latent with spiritual force,
The Cambridge Platonists joined this teaching to their rationalism.9!
The remarkable "shoemaker theosophist" Jakob Boehme (died 1624)
approached it in his philosophy that the individual, once "reborn",
could apprehend the ideas that underly phenomena and synthesize the
former with the latter to arrive at what to him was ru..lity.” The
Quakers, most prominent representatives of this school, deprecated
churches and sacraments and even learning; they would meet together to
await in silence an "opening" or revelation to the "inward Light" within
them, and when it arrived, "then began we to sing praises to the Lord
God Almighty and to the Lamb forever, who had redeemed us to God, and
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brought us out of the captivity and bondage of the world, and put an end
to sin and death," George Fox began to preach Quakerism in the late
'40's, and the movement grew rapidly during the '50's, making converts
in Holland as well as in Englmd.gs

From a belief in the "inward ILight", it is not a long step to the
feeling that one is blessed with supernmatural powers. MNany in the seven-
teenth century century took the step, There was Antoinette Bourignon,
the "bride of the Holy Ghost" from Lille, who preached her evangelistic
message in Amsterdam in the '60'1;.94 There was Simon Morin in the '40's,
who led his "illuminates" to mystic union.® There were the Guérinsts
of Picardy in the '30's, and the Rosierucians or Illuminati, whose wogue

spread from Ger many through Western Europe in the '10%'s and '2{2)'3.96

There were many more sectarian curiosities in the seventeenth cent-
ury, In England alone, there were Ranters and Familists and Anti-Seript-
urians and Libertines, and others, What we have set down here, however,
will suffice to show the profundity of redemptionist feeling in seven-

teenth century Europe.
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F, CONCLUSION

Ve opened this chapter with a view of Sabbatal Zevi, and with the
remark that he and all who played a part in his drama had in them,
willy-nilly, a good deal of history., I have set down in the chapter
some of the general (not Jewish) history that appears to me to have gome
into the making of Sabbatians and anti-Sabbatians,

I should say that one of the clearest pletures that emerges from
the chapter is that of a poriod of over a century when history mani-
fested a peculiar gift for buffeting men with storms, for disappointing
them, for making sea-changes in their way of life -- Zn short, for
rendering them intmnsely insecure,

A profound change was the increase in the world's size, and there
is little doubt that men felt less at home in it than when it had been
smaller, A man of 1490 kmew fairly well what he might expect of his
known world of Europe and its environs; his descendant of 1660, on the
other hand, knew as little what to expect of America and Japan and the
East Indies as we today do of the planets and stars, to whom we are now

in the process of acquiring a personal relatiomship,

An undoubted cause of ‘security was the rapidity with which eountries
and cities rose and fell as centers of prosperity, I have spoken of the
sudden fall of Venice and Florence and, later, Antwerp and of the appar-
ently sudden decline of Foland, We of the twentieth century kmow well



how precipitously business curves can rise and fall, but in the seven-
teenth century they were new to capitalism and (though certainly the
economic picture was simpler than in our society) did not kmow, Ve may
well imagine, then, what a calamity a local trade orisis must have been
to a merchant prince paying for the upkeep of his palace, to a financier
who has loaned heavily to the shipowners of the city, and to the crafts-
men whose products will no longer be loaded on the city's wharves,

Vie may be sure that another source of insecurity was the inflation
that reigned in so many places throughout the second half of the sixteenth
century, Its most profound psychological demage must have been in its
rearrangement of the social pyramid, Nothing could have been so damaging
to the peace of mind of the feudal nobility as the sight of their ancest-
ral lands lost t© them and themselves in retreat before an upstart class,

As & whole, I believe, the rise of capitalism was a development
fraught with insecurity for man, It is no coincidence that by the seven-
teenth century the medieval social theory of the organic and stable com-
munity was of interest only to antiquarians, and verious individualistic
philosophies held the stage, It is rather an indication of the fact
that competition was now much keener, that suspicion between classes was
heightensd, and that within the growing merchant class self-interest
ruled,

In a very material way the development of commerce aggravated insec-
urity, for it multiplied occasions for war, Kings and merchants fought
one another in devastating civil wars, to detemine who would control the



country's commerce. Nations fought one another for commercial advant-
age, the enlarged armies of the day sweeping clean the peasants!'

countryside,

It is no wonder that, unsure of their positior in the everyday
werld, men of the severteexnth cenmtury turmed flervently to the world of
religion, It should not surprise us that many kings saw religion as a
sort of policeman thet does service as an enforcer of eivil obedience,
Contrariwise, meny capitelists and intellectuals who moved in their
circles neld that faith is a matter for the indiwidual oconscience,
Other men, in the throes of inseecurity, embraced religious systems that
actually emphasized and even exagcerated their powerlessness and hope-
lessmess and taught them they could not pessibly achieve security by
their own efforts -- rather, said these religious systems, must they
surrender their will to God's, and let His grace sustain them, Still
other men followed religions preaching that, in their insecurity and
doubt, men turn within themselves and {ind a Divine source of assurance,

power, and purpose there,

In close logical relation to the religions of individual helpless-
ness were the teachings, extremely widespread in the seventeenth cent-
ury, that mankind as a whole was weak and sinful, and there would
shortly supervens a Divine apocalypse to set things right, In a world
of strife, where so many men's dreams were cruelly frustrated and so
much suffering fell upon the innocent, it was not unnatural for many to
feel that the human dispensation was ceasing to be viable and must be
succeeded by the Divine, In a world in violent transition from an old



era to a new, it is not unduly strange that there were men who mistook
the growing-pains of capitalism for the birth-pangs of the Messiah,
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CHAPTER TWO

THE LEVANT:
CROSSROAD OF COMMERCE AND SUSPICION

At the time when our chicken-dealer's son made his voyage from
Smyrna to Constantinople, there were other than mystical and apocalyptic
thoughts in the minds of many men, Some had quite worldly thoughts of
derring-do and adventure, of intrigue and gutter politics, of new
markets and high dividends, of how to reshuffle or how to preserve the
relative positions of the wvarious nations trading in the Levant, 1In the
world of the seventeenth century, international polities had risen to
the position of an all-important subject for large groups of people,
and there were few areas where it was more important than the lLevant,




A, INTERVALS OF PROSPERITY AND DECADES OF DECLINE

Vle have already mentioned (page 4 above) the growth and increasing
prosperity of the Ottoman Empire after the sack of Constantinople, Ve
may further emphasize here that the latter years of the fifteenth and
all but the end of the sixteenth ocentury were an age of wealth and
commercial advance for the Empire, In this age tremendous conquests
were made: they were made under liehmet the Conqueror and consolidated
under Bayazit, made further under Selim I and the great Sfileyman, until
finally all the shoreline of the eastern Mediterranean and much of the
shore of the middle Mediterranean, in addition to wvast hinterlands, were
all under the Turkish Crescent,

I believe that much or most of the prosperity of the Ottoman lands
was due to the fact that, for the first time in several centuries, these
far-flung regions were all under one govermment, whose word could wipe
out the former multiplicity of boundaries and local imposts that had
inconvenienced cammeroe, and whose armies could keep the roads secure
and safe for traders, There are indications that Constantinople enjoyed
an especial access of prosperily because the government adopted a policy
of channeling trade through that oity.l

As the Ottoman realm grew, the Mediterranean -- as it were --
shrank in size, Inevitably, Turks encroached on what had been the
preserve of the Venetians, and for a century and a half the two peoples




carried on an alternation of wars and of attempts to find and maintain a
modus mercandi, After Venice's victory in a preliminary naval skirmish

in 1416, each succeeding war brought her nothing but defeat and added
losses of Levantine lands, In 1430 Turkey took from her the commercial
town of Saloniks, from 1463 to 1479 some East Mediterrranean islands and
part of the Morea or Pelopommesus, from 1499 to 1503 most of what she
s5till had in the Morea, in the '30's and '40's all the Aegean islands
except Crete, from 1570 to 1573 -- despite the Turkish naval ddbacle at
Lepanto ==~ the island of Cyprus and a sizable indemnity, and finally from

1645 to 1669 the island of Crete.”

e have already seen (page 5, above) that the Adriatic republic was
able to adjust herself during the sixteenth century to her reduced
circunstances and, as a trading power in the Levant, maintain something
of her old prosperity, Vith the loss of Crete, however, this was no
longer possible; now her sphere was little more than the narrow Adri-

atic, and she had no more influence and small commercial interest in

the Eastern Iioditermaan.s

During the year that concerns us most particularly, 1666, the War
for Crete was in its final stages, The Turks were long since in poss-
ession of all the island except the lone city of Candia, against which
they had been mounting a siege for twenty-one weary years. The Veneti-
ans fought mostly on the sea, where they could take the offensive
against Ottoman shipping., Year in and year out, they blockaded the
Dardanelles in order to discourage Turkey from provisioning the siege
troops around Candia; the Venetians won numevous naval wictories, but




the blockade nonetheless was effective only at times, An influential
group, numbering even the doge in 1664 (and possibly in 1666, as well),
was sick of the long drawn-out war and tried, not yet successfully, to
induce the Senate to sue for paua.‘

Turkey's numerous victories over Venice did not suffice to prevent
her fram following the Most Serene Republic down the road to decline,
It seems that the acme of Ottoman power and prosperity were achieved
under SHileyman I, who ruled until 1566, and under Memmet Sokullu, the
powerful Grand Vizier who held sway for twelve additional years,
Thereafter a depression set in smd assumed alarming proportions before

many years had passed,

By 1622, Turkey's economy had suffered such reverses that an
English ambassador {bhe—fimei-Lo-be-aseredited) could observe: "All
the territory of the Grand Seignior is dispeopled for want of pasture
and by reason of violent oppression -- so much so that, in the best
parts of Greece and Anatolia, a man may ride three or four, or sometimes
six, days and not find a village to feed him or his horse, whereby the
revenue is so lessened that there is not wherewithal to pay the soldiers
and to maintain the Court, It may be patched up for a while out of the
Treasury, and by exactions which are now onerous upon the merchants a nd

labouring men to satisfy the harpies,

"I can say no more than that the disease works internally that
must ruin this Empire; we daily expect more changes and effusion of
blood, The wisest men refuse to sit at the helm, and fools will scon
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run themselves and others upon the rocks."ﬁ

Two years later a correspondent in the Ottoman Empire was able to
report to one of the young Parisian newspapers, "Cet Empire se va ruin-
ant de tous costez, et par rebellions, et par desordres si grands, qu'il

ne se peut remettre sans mimls."s

Very shortly thereafter, in 1627, we already find in an Aleppo
merchant's letter an analysis that was to be echoed by the much later
phrase, "the sick man of Europe": "L'Estat Ottoman est maintenant en
grand desordre; et si n'estoit que c'est un grand corps, la maladie qui
1'afflige depuis plusieurs ammees l'auroit desia n.m‘ble’.“T In the same
year, the French consul at Aleppo predicted for the Ottomans "une chute
presque inevitable,"®

However, Turkey was not to fall so easily, Her decline, at least
superficially and on the battlefield, d‘élzgmptw by the coming to
power of a series of strong men, who ruled with the help of frequent
blood purges and who seem to have arrested at least the political
decline of the Empire for approximately a half century, The first of
the strong men was a Sultan, Murat IV, whose coup d'dtat against scme
ranking Army officers kept him in absolute power from 1632 to 16&0.9
After the death of the new Sultan in 1648 at the hands of an Army
faction, and after several years of a terrible struggle for pmrpa new
strong man came to the fore, He was an aging Albanian, Mehmet KBpriild,
who held office as Grand Vizier from 1656 to 1661, and during that time

is said to have executed 35,000 dissidents in order to consolidate his




own position and %o induce in the administration a rather terrorized
ofﬁ.cimyoll His son Almet succeeded him; his fifteen-year rule was
marred by his ill-fated march up the Ballkans, which ended in his defeat
in 1664 at the hands of the Austrians and their Fremch volunteer allies

at the convent of St, Gotthard,

Ahmet KBprfiili was probably as sbsolute a dictator as his father had
been, A French ambassador found his subordinates powerless when he tried
to negotiate with them, their initiative paralyzed by dread of the man
they called "infellible",'? The Sultan himself, sccording to the smbass-

ador, left affairs of state to KBprillfi; though only six years separated
their ages, he spoke of his Vigzier as his "foster father" 13

Though the strong men of the seventeenth century, Murat and the two
KBpriiliis, advanced the Ottoman Empire militerily, it is difficult to say
to what extent they succeeded in recouping her economic fortumes as well,
The standard histories of the Empire, of von Hammer-Purgstall, of those
from whom he copied and of those who copied from him, are not much help,
Viritten according to the canons of what might be called the pikestaff-
and-boudoir school of historiography, authored by men who (some or most
of them apparently strong nationalists and royalists in politics) were so
dazzled by the goings-on &f the Court and battlefield that they could see
little else, these histories are poor guides into the realities of Ottoman

life,

There are some signs that the depression of the '20's was not fully
dissipated by the '560's, There was Melmet K8prlllli's terrible purge, of
which we have already spokem, There was his decree of the death penalty,




in 1660, for anyone who might mention affairs of state outside the Court,
There was the retrenchment he ordered for the Gotu't.l‘ It may be doubted
if any of these measures would have been taken in a country enjoying
prosperity. On the other hand, we are told that the younger Képrfilll
maintained both a tolerant civil administration and a well-filled treas-
u1'5n.]'5 Perhaps the '60's were happier times for Turkey than the '50's

had been,

tlhatever the condition of the Empire in general may have been, we
know that some parts of it were depressed in the '60's, We know that
Egypt was suffering on account of the complete stoppage, about 1630, of
the commerce that had previously traversed the Suez Istlmus and the Red

Sea on its way between South Asia and the ports of Europe..® We imow,

too, that Constantinople endured important commercial damage as a result
of the Venetian blockade of the Dardanelles (see abov e, page 35), and
that in the lete '40's there was a movement of foreign traders t o

Smyrna,

1f we take a broad and panoramic view, we may see the Levant of
several centuries ago as a poor area consistently trying to live beyond
its means, Before the discovery of the Cape passage to India, it is
true, large revenues came to the Levant by reason of the Oriental freight
that passed along its trade routes and was transshipped from its ports.
Thereafter, the Ottomans embarked on a grand career of conquest, appar-
ently hoping that great sige could create great wealth, Nevertheless,
in the long run the essential poverty of the Levant showed through, In
the long run, the Levant verforce manifested in poverty, in inefficient




and corrupt govermment, and in military reverses, the fact that it had
no production base to speak of but was rather a sparsely settled area of
inefficient farms end scraggly pa.sture—la.nds.rr

Be EUROFEANS STRUGGLE TO MAKE THE IEVANT A COMLERCIAL COLONY

Despite its essential poverty, the lLevant remained consistently
important to European merchants and therefore to European zovermments as
well, As the economy of West Europe slowly began in the seventeenth
century to take on a somewhat modern form, the lLevant came to be import-
ant -- as we shall see a little later -~ precisely because of its pov-
erty. Whether because or in spite of poverty, the Levant was never far
from the minds of sixteenth and seventeenth century European traders and

diplomats,

The first Viest European nation to take a deep interest in Ottoman
trade was France, When the sinuous foreign policy of Franeis I and the
expansionism of Sfileyman for a time coincided in a common anti-Austrian-
ism, she was able to formalize her interest in the Capitulation of 1535,
This fateful treaty was the precedent for a long series of capitulations
(so called not in the modern and derivative sense, but rather because
they happened toh:dnm up in "capitula" or chapters) granted by Turkey




to a number of powers down through the centuries,

Although in many ways novel, the Capitulation of 1535 was not unpre-
cedented, Rooted perhaps in Roman concepts of citizenship, it could num-
ber among its forebears the treaties granting extraterritoriality by
Harun al-Rashid to Charlemagne's subjects, by Byzantium to Vemice in 1082
(end several times renewed, both peacefully and at sword's point) and
subsequently to Genoa and Pisa as well, and by the Crusaders' principal-

ities to French and Itallms.m

Yhat was novel about the Capitulation of 16351 was its broad scope
and its extensive implications, It was by far the most sweeping and
inclusive grant of privileges by a Levantine ruler to outlanders,20
Furthermore, if we except the treaties concluding the Turko-Venetian
Vars (these, of course, did not grant commeritial rights but limited
them; see above, page 35 and note 2), it was the first commercial agree-
ment yet made between the Ottomans and a European power, the first
agreement on East Mediterranean trade since the Cape route had been
developed, and the first accord concerning the Levant to be made by a
power standing on the threshold of modern capitalism,

The Capitulation of 1535 gave France most-favored mation status in
Ottoman foreign trade, several free ports, and extraterritoriality for
her subjeets in Turkey, with justice to be administered by the French
consuls; it put the Christian holy places under French protection,
and -- what was to prove most crucial -- ordered that all European ships
except those of Venice could put into Ottoman ports only if they flew




the flag of France.21

For a good many years, as her wealthy class became wealthier,
France's trade with the levant increased, For a good many years, too,
she was able to keep the Capitulations in force and even render them
22 1n 1581,%° 1n

24
1597, in 1604 with the added proviso that France was the protector of

inereasingly favorable, They were renewed in 1569,

all non-Turkish Christians and their ecclesiastical property in the

25 and 1n 1614,%°

Empire,
In time, as it appears, the character of the Levant trade underwent
a change, The French economy was changing: France was developing manu-
factures, her towns were geowing, prices were rising (see above, page
6 £f,), and the inoreasing number of people comnected with capitalist
endeavor were becaming inereasingly prosperous, No longer was she pr.’un-'
arily interested in buying luxury goods fo r the few, as she had been
doing a century before (see above, page 2 f.,), Now raw materials for
her workshops and markets for the finished products they produced were

26a
an important concern,

Simulkaneously, Turkey's prosperity was wearing thin (see above,
page 36 f.), and the Levant appears now to have begun to play a new role
vis-d-vis the French traders, Previously, in its prosperity, the area
had been a supplier of luxuries; now, in its poverty, it began to be a
raw-material source for French workshops and a market for French manu-
factures, In 1572, in a French ambassadorial report, we are given a
glimpse into the character of the Franco-Turkish traffic at what may




have been (although I cannot say with precision) the time of the trans-
ition: raw goods for French workshops -- wool, cotton, silk and hides,
tamnins, dye fixatives and waxes -~ were already being loaded in gquant-
ity onto France's ships in the Levant, alongside the old drug staples
and such familiar luxuries as spices, Oriental rugs, porcelain ware, and
corals for jewelry; the return voyages to the East were already bringing
nany of the workshops' products -- finished wool and linen fabrics,
canvas, and pMemre.” High-placed Ottomans of the day already had a
yeh, we are told, for such European ware as precision manufactures, like
clocks, and fine fabries such as cambrics and brocades, some of which

was undoubtedly fashioned of Turldish rew materials,Zc

As time went on, the Levant's new position in French commerce
became mordé firmly established, Before a cemtury had passed, the manu-
facture of porcelain -- to give but one example -- had undergone an
urmi stekable shift to France,”° A French ambassador in the Constantin-
ople of the early 1670's speaks of the important export of wvegetal ashes
from Syria to Venice for glass manufacture and to liarseille for soap-
making,>C He remarks that France's chief export to Syria is finished
cloth, and that the return trade in its latter days had been mostly in
silk and cotton yarn, » French traders, in brief, were engaged, from
about the end of Sfileyman's Golden Age.on, in making the Levant a commer-

cial colony,.

This colonialization, however, was a game that more than one power
could pla.y. It turned out, in fact, to be a game that Holland and Eng-
land, whose early capitalistic development was well ahead of France's,




could play to much better advantage,

England's Levantine trade assumed important proportions early in
her bustling Elizabethan mge, In keeping with her commercial policy
(see above, page 10 f,), the Queen soon granted a monopolistic charter
to a group of English lLevantine traders banded together under the name
of the Turkey Company; by 1592, the interests of efficiency had dictated
that it merge with the Venice Company, and the combined group became
Inovn as the Levant cm.sz

The Turkey Company and its successor handled a steadily growing
volume of trade with the East, and a trade that in ever-inereasing
degree meant the exchange of English manufactures for Levantine raw
goods, As early as 1578, the Company obtained Turkey's permission to
trade under England's flag, rather than under France's, as had been the
law (see above, page 41 f,). Neither France's protests nor even the
formal revocation, in the French Capitulation of 1581, of the English
privilege had any effect; an English Capitulation in 1583 granted the

Turkey Company ¢till more rights than it had gotten five years before.ss

French-English competition in the Levant became extremely lively by
the first quarter of the seventeenth century, and the Italian states
were drawn into it, In consistently seeking Venice's friendship, France
made of the Adrietic republic practically a junior partner in her own
Eastern commerce, She tied Venice to herself in using her good offices
to bring about a Turko-Venetian peace in :!.54(7!,3'!I and further strangthened
her own position by negotiating the treaty of 1673 (see above, page 35).°




later, in the more difficult years of 1639 to 1660, the charge of the
French ambassador to the Sublime Porte was to attempt to mediate between
France's protectorate, Venice, and her customer, Turlney.36 ‘Fihon the
custonmer proved recalcitrant, France quietly came to the aid of her pro-
tectorate with sizable forces of "volunteers" dispatched unofficially to
the aid of Candia,>’

Tuscany came under France's protection as well, about 1660, when
her Medicean Grand Duke was in terror of the Spanish and Papal ascend-
ancy in Italy,°° Nevertheless, in the Levantins trade Tuscany was of
considerably greater service to England than to France; when Grand Duke
Fernando I (1587-1609) developed his port of Leghorn®® and when it
became a free port, it filled a serious need for England (who possessed
no Mediterranean ports in those days), which used it as its great Medit-
erranean base of operations and had its ships ecall there on the way to
and from the Levant,C

England steadily increased her share in the Levantine trade and her
influence in the East, Though the French Capitulations of 1597 and 1604
attempted to outlaw the tendency, she began to usurp in ever-greater
degree France's old prerogative of protecting European traders in the
Ea.st.u

A new nation of trgders, however, had arrived in Levantine waters
to complicate still further the competitive picture, These were the
Dutoch, who were present in such numbers by 1605 that a bitter riwvalry
had arisen between the English ambassador at the Porte, who insisted




they and the Flemish be put under his protection, and the French ambass-
ador, who was adamant in maintaining they must continue to sail under
his country's flag, as had been provided in the French Capitulations,
The dispute was patched up in two or three years with the campromise
agreement that France should continue to charge Netherland captains the
2% levy she exacted from all non-French ships that had her "protection",
but that in the case of the Flemings she should split the income with
Enghal.“ In a very short time, however, the Dutch had become so strong
in the East that they no longer needed to defer either to France or to
England; by 1613, they had their own treaty with the Ottomans, and the
flag of the United Provinces was recogniszed throughout the Levantine

couts.43

During the first half of the seventeenth century, the growth of
Holland's levant Company was even more rapid and striking than had been
that of its English namesake and campetitor, a generation before, Like
the latter, the Dutch company utilized the free port at ILeghorn as its
chief base and way-station between the home ports and the Levant,?
However, so wealthy and so practiced were the capitalists of Amsterdam
(see above, page 9 f,) that they were able to provide severe competition
to the merchants of England in the business of buyiig raw materials and
selling mamufactures in the Ottoman markets,

In a systematic effort to worst the Dutch in the East lediterranean
trade and in all other places where their galleons met, the English
under the pre-Commonwealth Stuarts and under the Commonwealth gs well
developed manufacturing and discouraged the production of raw materigls
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for export, Thus, at the beginning of the century the English undertook
to make for themselves the fabric dye mordants that had previously (see
above, page 43) come in quantity from the Levant,*5 They began to manu-
facture scap of English, rather than the thitherto important (page 43)
Syrian, raw mtaria.ls.“

In the days of James I, the Levant Compamy group proposed an
ambitious scheme, They were anxious to improve their trade balance by
exchanging the most profitable export possible for the raisins, the
Cretan wine, the tanning agents, and the raw or yarn cotton that they
wore importing from the levant, Textiles, they believed, were the
magical export that could multiply their profits: textiles light in
weight for easy bulk transport, and highly colored to make an appeal to
the Turkish trade, Textiles, furthermore, would enable them to compete
on more favorable terms with the Dutch, already edging ahead in the
Levantine market because of their status as chief shippers of the Cont-
inent's output of finished fabrics, The levant Company's scheme, there-
fore, was for nothing short of a remaking of England's economy so that,
instead of shearing sheep and exporting their wool, she would weave it in
workshops and export the cloth, As it turned out, they were somewhat
ahead of their time;%7 it was actually not until 1660 that London was
able to cast a satisfied glance over the growth of manufacturing and
interdict -- under cruel penalties -- the exportation from England of

raw 1!:::01.4'B

Despite this measure and all the other efforts of Englishmen,
despite the indirect effects of the Navigation Act of 1651 and the




Anglo-Dutch War of 1652-1654, the commerce of the Netherlands and the
influence of her merchants grew apace in the Imurt:‘ ”Of no small
advantage was the Amsterdam Exchange Bank (see above, page 9 and note
27), whose phenomenal liquidity emabled Dutch businessmen to extend

two years' credit while themselves paying in bills of exchange on the
Bank, in ready upclcni.e,49 or even in gold ingots from the late '40's on.so
English merchants, though allowed to export gold from 1664 on,51 had not
nearly the same advantageous banking facilities as their competitors

enjoyed; a 1650 memorandum of the English Levant Company laments the
62
fact,

While the English and the Dutch were competing in Ottoman ports,
France slowly faded from the picture, For one thing, there was so much
to concern her in other areas -- her long foreign wars (see above, page
28), the internal religious war and the non-religious strife culminating
in the Fronde (above, page 13), the administrative reorganization under
Richelieu, and in general the all-consuming interest in homeland and in
Europe -- that she was effectively distracted from her quondam relation
with the Levant, For another, the France of Catherine de Medieis and
Richelieu and Mazarin simply did not possess the ecapital and the shipping
that the England of the first Stuarts and the Commonwealth and the
Holland of Maurits of Nassau and Jan de VAitt had at their disposal,

The pashas of Turkey were not slow to comprehend the French decline,
As a result, there was no renewal of French capitulations between 1614
and the end of the period with which we are concermed, The Ottoman
ports, once full of the bistle of France's ships, began to discoriminate
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against her: by midoentury, she was saddled with a duty of 57 ad valorem
on the goods she brought into the Levant, as against the mere 37 levied
against her English and Duteh competitors.’> The officiel duty, however,
was becaming a minor expense, for ship-captains and consuls were encount-
ering a mounting volume of arbitrary imposts that are perhaps best
described as shakedowns,9%&

The French were not the only traders who began to feel the demands
of "shakedown artists" in the ports of the lLevant, They perhaps suffered
more than the English and the Dutch because the increasingly-resented
Capitulations system was historically a French system, because France was
now less influential in the Levant and less able to fight shakedowms than
her cmpetitir’, and finally because Ottoman ships in the Mediterranean
were so often pillaged by French pirates,

The pirate captains were, many of them, sons of aristocratic famil-
ies of the Provence, Some were second sons, prevented fram enjoying the

ancestral estates by the primogeniture 1!!!.54

Some may have been victims
of tha inflation of the second half of the sixteenth century (see above,
pages 7, 12), Whatever the causes for their turming to buccaneering, the
Provencal pirate captains did a flourishing slave business and delighted
in playing hob with Ottoman interests along the North African shore .55
Paris generally was not unfriendly to them, Henri IV (1589-1610), to
zive an example, while officially a great friend of the Sultan's (it was
his ministers who negotiated the highly favorable Capitulations of 1597
and 1604), was sub rosa the protector of the pirates, from whose gains
he received a wveritable "rakeoff"; to avoid embarrassment to their sov=

oreign, the pirates would ply their trade under the flag of Tuscany,




Naples, or MNalta rather than France.ss

Malta at that time was the very citedel and shrine of piracy.°’
Preying upon shipping and insufficiently protected ports, especially if
they were Ottoman, was -- notwithstending its ecolesiastiocal name -=
the very raison d'etre of the Order of Saint John of Malta, The members
of this onetime Crusaders' Order, the so-called Maltese Knights, were in

great part French noblemen," '

Christians were not the only pirates, The Barbary corsairs, oper=-
ating under the aegis of the Ottoman Empire, made Mediterranean traffic
quite hazardous for French, English, and Dutch alike,’® By mid-seven-
teenth-century, certainly, the French were least able of the three to
absorb their blows, What with all their difficulties with Turkey, the
French decided at the outbreak of the Candian iar that they had a chance
to hold onto at least one East Mediterranean ally; they accordingly went
to the aid of Venice, albeit unofficially (see above, page 45).

France's partisanship in the Candian War proved to be an added
excuse for the peshas and kadis to discriminate against her shipping,>®
By the time we reach our terminal year of 1666, we find her woes so
grievously multiplied that there was not much left of her Eastern
commerce, In Aleppo's harbor, where she had once enjoyedia lucrative
monopoly, %0 the English and the Dutch were now damaging competitors.®
1. depressed Cairo and Alexandria (see above, page 39), whence all other

1

European agents had fled, her factors alone remained to preside over a
trickle of trade and to suffer shakedowns of up to 20% of the walue of a
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France's levantine trade had been a 30,000,000 livre a year business
occupying one thousand ships at the begimning of the cemtury, By 1620 it
already had as few as 400 vessels, and its valuation was down to
13.600,@0 livres, \then the '60's arrived, it had shriveled to a wraith:
using in all but thirty bottoms, France imported less than 3,000,000
livres' worth from the Levant and éxported nearly nothingfa‘On account of
Barbary pirates and the other uncertainties of the time, insurance cost
15% of cargo wotth, Shakedowns to Ottoman officials did away with as
much as another 25% to 35%.°° In Melmet KBprBilfi's reign, which began in
1656, the French ambassador's influence disappeared almost entirely, and
he was twice arrostod:“'*lhortly after his recall in 1660, his son was
named by Louis XIV to succeed him, but France waited over four years for
e Turkish change in attitude before letting him depart for Constantin-

ople .65

As we have clearly seen, the passage of time brought ever sternmer
competition into the Levantine trade, 1600 was more competitive than
1550, and 1665 more so than 1600, It was undoubtedly this factor more
than any other that gave rise to the steady increase in sentiment in
favor of a new Crusade -- & Crusade of united Europe against the Turk,%®
Crusade fever was in the air in 1517-1519,°7 during the Cyprus Tar in
1571-1573,8 at the begimning of Turkey's declinme in 1585-1689;°° each
time the Papapy-led in the attempt to inspirit the European powers and
unite them behind the idea of wresting the lLevant from the infidel.

The seventeenth century, when France was losing ground in the East, saw
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Crusade projects forming under French rather than Vatican leadership.
There was the "grand dessein" of Henri IV and Sully for conquering
Turkey, which loomed large in the mongrch's mind between 1607 and 1609.70
There was Pbre Joseph's scheme, upon which the "Gray Eminence" labored
indefatigably from about 1615 to 1525.71 There was finally, during the
Turkish push through the Balkans in 1661 to 1663, a new Crusade project

promoted once egain by the Holy 309.72

While plotting external aggression, Christian leaders did not
neglect the encouragement of subversion within Turkey as well, As trad-
itional protectress of the Christians within the Empire, France was in a
peculiarly favorable position for doing so., (Ome writer has expressed
it thus, "When French influence was at its height in the Levant, the
French ambassador at Constantinople was a veritable vice-emperor of the

Orient, the Grand Vizier of the Christians," ®

) Her legitimate patron-
age of Levantine Christians -- such as her centuries-old protection of
the Lebanese Maronites, * her special diplomatic mission of 1621-1622
for the promotion of Catholicism in Palestine’ 2= could merge at times
into more questiomable activities, such as bailing out of Turkish jails

7

Jesuits accused of subversion 6 ana introducing the Capuchin Order into

the Empire, under the sponsorship of that Capuchin would-be Crusader,
Pere Josoph.'?'r

It is enlightening to recall the elaborate aggressive and subvers-
ive plans of the 1610's, in whose latter workings Pére Joseph played a
large part, The plans began with a strange accord, providing that a
disaffected Emir of Beirut and a pretender to the Ottoman throme would




each lead more or less simultaneous revolts, and that an assorted navy
made up of a Tuscan fleet and of French pirate ships flying Tuscan,
Neapolitan and Maltese flags, would give them immediate support, Some
of these ships remained in Leventine waters from 1608 to 1610, waiting
vainly for the revolt to break, Meanwhile, the web of intrigue widened:
Austria secretly gave a nod of encouragement; Persia, at war with
Turkey, was drawn into the plot; and a revolt in Greece was fervently
supported by the French Duc de Nevers, who amnounced himself a scion of
the Byzantine royal house and raised an army and a collection of money
in France, Underground organizations in the levant began propagandizing
Levantine Christians in Nevers! favor -- there is suspicion that the
Jesuits Turkey arrested (see previous page) were acoused of compliecity in
this propaganda =- and in 1612 the Orthodox bishops of Greece petitioned
Nevers to hurry to their side in the mame of Christ, C

Although this ambitiom plan, with its combination of sedition and
Trojan-horse tacties, did not bear fruit, there is little doubt that
many of the French and Italian monks in Ottoman lands played the role of
agitators against oivil loyalty among the native Christians, More than
likely, it was their influence that prompted the Greek patriarch of
Antioch and the Armenian patriarch of Aleppe to write in the '60's to

Louis XIV as their hoped-for "deliverer", >

It is noteworthy that of all these and the many other schemes for
destroying the Ottoman Empire's power, not one even approached implement-
ation, That this is so is due, paradoxically, to the same factor that
gave rise to t he schemes -- competition, On the one hand, the Levant-




ine traffic was so competitive that a drive on the part of one power to
monopolize it would have found itself opposed in short order by an ad
hoc concert of the others, On the other hand, the rise of nationalism
(see above, page 10 f,) having made the "balance of power" a fetish of
EBuropean diplomats, it was next to impossible for a coalition of powers
to be formed, to win a diplomatic or military victory, and then to sur=-
vive the mutual suspicions that would inevitably supervene,

For example, the Crusade that Ieo X urged in 1517 was stopped short
by the hostility of the German princes to the Holy See and the deeision
of Francis I, after losing his suit for the Holy Roman Empire's crown,
that Europe's balance of power could be preserved only by his entente

with the Porte against Charles Y.BO

Henri IV's "grand dessein" likewise
foundered on the rock of Franco-Austrian rivalry.°! The rather informal
coalition of Venice, Spain, France, and the Vatican that won the victory
at Lepantocecould not capitalize on it to advanes further against the
Turks because Spain and France were more immediately interested in check=-
ing each other.32 The Crusading plans of Pere Joseph got nowhers because
the powers of Europe were expending their entire energies on the Thirty

Years? Wa.r,as

while the intermational force of Germans, Austrians,
French, Hungarians and Itelians who turned back the Turks at St, Gotthard
in 164 fell apart when Austria, frightened of her French allies, signed a
hurried peace with the Levantine enemy.’* Finally, we may note that Pope
Alexander VII's request of three years earlier for an alliance looking
toward a Crysade was taken coolly by Mazarin, because of the Vatican's

" closeness with Spain at the time.sﬁ




While human enemies seemed unable to unite to do her damage, the
Ottu:a Empire of mideentury had her shere and more of cold, economic
foes, A French ambassador of the '70's found Palestine's soll so
infertile and unpromising that he was willing to consider the country's
Biblical prosperity a veritable miracle of the Lord.’® He added that
the inhabitants were poverty-strickem, Jerusalemites found money so
scarce that "on se soumet & tout pour en avoir,"S! In Gaza, while the
Pasha lived in palatial style, "Le peuple est miserable jusques & estre
reduit i demander 1'aumosne, et il est aussy difficille qu'incommode de
le dormer per 1'accablement de ceux qui la demandent,"® Vhile a member
of the French embassy staff reported in 1640 that street beggars were a
rare sight in Constantinople, the very poor being employed in publie
works projects,®® it may be doubted if the Constantinople of the middle

160!s was prosperous, If the Smyrma of the time was as bustling and as

well-to-do as it is desoribed,>C it is 1ikely that its wealth was merely

what had been transferred from partly blockaded (see above, pages 35,
39) constan'binopla'.”.mhor countries besides Turkey suffered: there

seems to have been a depression in Tuscany in or about the '60' 1.91

With all this, the competition of European traders in the Levant
remained ¥risk; it seems to have been at least as lively in the decade of
the '60's as in any one previous, The Dutch discouraged pirate attacks
by sending their merchantmen into the Mediterranean in convoys, and mount-

ing six cannon or so on each of thqn.gz lehmet KBpriill demanded that the

English and Dutch ships in the Levant do duty as ams- and troop=carriers

for him during the Candian War, and Cromwell, for one, meekly acquiesced

rather than jecpardize his Levant Company's trading pri.vilcgos.gs The




Dutch, apparently dissatisfied with their port facilities in Leghorm,
entered negotiations (which proved inconclusive) for leasing a harbor

on the island of Elba,”* The position of the Dutch had become so strong
that they were actually doing some of Venice's shipping for her; they
had offices and quays at the Adriatic eity;%® much of the importation of
Levantine rew materials for Venice's glassworks was in their hands by
now (see above, page 45 and note 30),

France, seeing her Levantine position melt away, played a double
game for a long time, Henri IV, while plotting his "grand dessein",
remained officially on the best of terms with the Sultan,’® A decade
leter, Paris made the Duc de Nevers adopt a non-French flag, and saorif-
iced her Syrian consul who publicly blesscd the Emir of Beirut's
revolt (see above, page 52 £).%7 When louis XIV sent a generously
large army to help the Austrien Emperor against the Turks in '63 (see
ebove, pages 38, 54), he apologized to Vienna that he could not do more
and simultaneously apologized to the Porte for having sent any help at
a11.%® In similar vein, he tried to disguise the French srmy at Candia
by ordering it to fly the Pope's flag.®

VWhen Colbert, after four years in power, turned his mind to the
sick Levant trade, he applied to it his wonted bold approach, Sending
as embassador to Constantinople De la Hays, Sieur de Vantelet (he
arrived December 1, 1665100), he charged him with furthering a remark-
able scheme: la Haye-Vantelet was to propose to the Porte that duties on
French goods be ocut te 2% while English merchants should be placed
under increased impositions and the Dutch be required again to sail

under France's flag; in return, France being granted a monopoly at Suez,
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she would build two large fleets, one to carry freight from India up the
Red Sea to Suez and the other to take it -= after an overland haul
across the Suez Isthmus -« from Egypt's Mediterranean harbors to Europe,
with the result that a new Europe-to-India route would be opened and the
Levant retrieve the rich source of revenue it had lost when the Cape

route was initiated .101

The new ambassador, however, far from finding
the Porte receptive to negotiation, was made the whipping-boy for its
grievences against Europeans; the defeat at St, Gotthard and France's
part in it rankled in Almet KBpriil#i's heart, and he remained unfriendly
to La Haye-Vantelet throughout the latter's stay in Turkey, which lasted

past 1666, e

Though they were not to bear fruit within our period, Colbert's Lev-
antine plans were well conceived within the frame of his mercantilistic
rationale (see above, page 11), A number of men were skeptical of the
Ottoman commerce's utility, some in France because of their country's
unfavorable trade balance with the Levant (see above, page 51), others
-- Calvinists in spirit -- in both France and England on the ground that
so much that was imported from the East was "useless superfluities and
vain pomp", Richelieu had answered the former class of doubters with
the observation that trade with the Levant redounded to the benefit of
France's international trade in general, 103 and Colbert now gave what
amounted to an answer to all the skeptics with his great scheme for
broadcasting manufacturing monopolies through the Provence and develop-
ing the Levant and the lands beyond as their raw-goods source and their
ma.t-l'.'«a'l'..10'l

The levent of the 1660's was a colorful theater in which European




rivalries were dramatized, Merchants of the Western powers met and
competed there for the favor of the Ottoman officials and entrepreneurs,
and for the privilege of playing the largest part in the reduction of
the Levant to the status of commercial colony.

Ce CONCLUSION

It has not been easy to find meaningful material on the Levant of
our period, nor has my search for it beem very successful, In the hope
that the numerous facts I assembled might in the aggregate tell us
something significant about the economy of the seventeenth-century
Levant and the hopes and fears of its inhabitants and foreign exploit-
ers, I have set them down, diffuse though they have made the chapter,
Thus, I have had to lean heavily on what is best documented but least
important for our purposes, the military and the top-level political
events and the course of Turkish diplomacy (especially with France,
whose diplomatic relations with the Porte were especially active and
eventful ); and I have been able to draw the least on what would have
been of most help, such as adequate sources on Levantine commerce
(especially with Amsterdam, Hamburg, Leghorn, and Venice =~ towns that
were so important in the Sabbatian movement) and materiel on the sociol=-
ogy of the large Levantine port communities in the seventeenth century,




It is unfortunate that I have not been able to make of this chapter
as clearcut a presentation of historic fact as would have been desirable,
It is nevertheless possible, I believe, to draw from the chapter certain
conclusions that may have bearing on the rise and spread of Sabbatianiam
within the Levant,

Probably the most striking condition in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth century levant is the growing Buropean interest in the area, It
was no longer the way-station for the India trade and the small-scale
producer of goods for Europe that it had been in the fifteenth century.
How, with the sipgning in 1536 of France's first Capitulation, with the
founding early in the second half of the century of the English Turkey
(later Levant) Company, and with the influx of Dutch traders beginning
about the turn of the century, the Levant assumed a vital role in the
development o f European mercgntilistic capitalism,

llorchants in the mercantilist tradition, infatuated with the
profit-making possibilities in manufacturing, sought in the Levant a
dependable source of cheap raw materials -- especially for the produc-
tion of cotton, wool, and silk fabrics, to a smaller degree for the
manufacture of glass, soap, and leather goods -- and, secondarily, a
market for their manufac 8, By mid-seventeenth century, it was
evident that Holland, who/ of all European lands had made the most
successful transition to capitalism at home, was also the leader in the
sevant sormmerce; that England, the second capitalist nation, was second
in the Levant; and that France, the first to open the Levant but the
last to grow toward modern business methods, lagged badly in her traffic




with Ottoman ports,

I have no evidence indicating whether or not English or Dutch
merchants followed the example of their countrymen in the East Indies
and the Americas by using deceit, gangster methods, and murder to
further their trade in the Levant, There is abundant evidence, on the
other hand, that during the century ending in 1666 certain elements
(notably Provengal capitalists and pirates) in France did whatever could
be done under cover toward persuading European armies to war against the
Ottomans and encouraging disaffection and sedition within the Empire,
The French, still doing considerable business with the Empire, had to do
in secret the subversive work that they hoped would eventuate in their
recouping their old place as chief European trader with the Levant,
However, they had allies in the work -- the Vatican, Tuscany, Venice, an
old Crusaders' Order now réduced to buccaneering -- who, long having lost
their place in the Levantine sun, had no need to plot in secret,

ilnatever subversive agitation ther® was in the Ottoman realm, it was
in e11 likelihood abetted by bad economic conditions, of which we have
some hints and indications in the contemporary sources, The Ottoman
Bmpire was throughout our period an overwhelmingly rural nation, with
morsover what must have been a subsistence econamy, The effect of the
great conquests undoubtedly was the creation of a far-ranging economic
entity -- a long chain of ports under one government with a solitary
customs law, backed up by an extensive heartland newly freed of intermal
frontier barriers; and the upsurge of trade that we are given to believe
accompanied the sixteenth-century Golden Age must have been due in large




part to this development, But her great land mass and her array of
harbors did not suffice to keep Turkey prosperous: it may be that, with
an economy essentially primitive and not very productive, she could not
remain well-to-do for long without conquering new lands, At any rate,
there is little doubt that in the first half of the seventeenth century
she was attacked by depression,

By midcentury, the depression seems to have been over in some
places, such as Smyrna, although it certainly continued in Palestine,
Undoubtedly the sons of the many immigrants Turkey had welcomed at her
apogee -- 50 many of whom had entered the ranks of the middle class =-
had suffered from it,

Through depression and grosperity, the ties between the trading
cities of Europe and those of the Levant were becoming closer and more
tightly bound; and the heightened intimacy was spelling out the achieve-
ment of a symbiotic relationship between Western Europe and the Levant,

a relationship that meant the commersial colonization of the latter by
the former -- a relationship in which Ottoman resources were becaming a
prize to be intrigued over or negotiated for among capitalists of foreign
lands and Ottomans allied to them, To an extraordinary extent, mid-sev-
enteenth-century Turkey had become a focus of the more advanced nations!

economic rivalries,
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CHAPTER THREE

THE JEWS VICTIMIZED BY SOCIETY'S UNREST

AND SEEKING RELIEF

In the first chapter we discussed those social, economic and polit-
ical conditions that made seventeenth-century Europe ripe for the growth
of mystical religious movements, Vhy, however, was the most noteworthy
and enthusiastic of these movements a Jewish one?

Furthermore, the levant, as we sald in the second chapterg had a
special function and position in seventeenth-century commerce, Was there
any reason, however -- aside from the presence of Zion -~ why it was
especially important and desirable to Jews of the time?

It is to a consideration of these questions that this chapter will
be devoted.
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A, EUROPE SACRIFICES JEWS AT THE GRAVE OF THE MIDDIE AGES

Rabbis and Jewish historians in America like to preach that Jews
thrive best in a democratic society, Foregoing the question of whether
this is true in the present, we may seriously doubt its verity in the
past, Certainly, the initial steps that Europe took from the authorit-
arianism we associate with the lMiddle Ages toward the relative democrasy
of urbenism and ocapitalism were steps that cost much Jewish heartache
and not a little Jewish blood,

~ In the seventeenth century, Poland was closer to the middle ages
than most European countries (see above, page 13), Large numbers of
Jews served the Polish nobility as bankers, overseers, estate managers,
or rent collectors, and thus had a function and a stake in the feudal
system there,! When the great Polish aristocratic houses took to them-
selves estates in the Cossack plains of Vihite Russia and the Ukraine,
they made many Jews their agents in these new lands: the early decades
of the seventeenth century saw an influx of Jews into the Cossack
country, where some became virtual civil rulers over the peasants and
petty trad :smen of Russian stock, Jews acted as civil judges in the
name of the feudal lord; they collected taxes -- for the lord and for
themselves -- on farm produce, on the profits of flourmills and inms,
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on fish caught in the streams, even (against the counsel of rabbis) on
sacraments performed in Orthodox ohurches,?

Hatred and resentment brewed in the hearts of the taxed and humili-
ated peasants of Ukrainia and Ruthenia, Some of the antipathy, to be
sure, was directed against the Polish Catholic lords who oppressed
them; but the lords, after all, were distant and shadowy to a degree,
while their agents, the Jews, presented a more conspicuous and appealing
target, since they moved among the peasants, filled their purses in the
peasants' presence, and joked in the peasants' hearing about "haKozak

hanigzals™

When the peasants rose, in 1648, they most assuredly rose ageinst
the Polish lords, Although their hetman Chmielnicki, rich in cattle and
in lands, was no more the democrat or less the mediewvalist than any of
the proud Koniecpolskis, Potookis, or Wilniowieckis, they nonetheless
dealt a staggering blow to the feudalism of an important part of Europe.
But, significantly and tragically, they struck at the Jews first and
most fiercely; they wrought among the Jews greater devastation than

among the Poles,

The Jews in the Ukraine and ‘White Russia had stood between two
hostile groups, They had served the nobility by fulfilling for it those
odious duties that few but immigrants will undertake, As recompense,
there was part of the taxes and rents they collected, True, the peasants
came to hate them more than they hated the nobility, but the Jews counted
on the nobility to protect them, The nobility, however, kmew the Jews
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stood between it and the peasants, and on some occasions -- as at the
siege of Tulozyh? == sacrificed the Jews in an attempt to save its own
position, In this way, a great social war of the seventeenth century,
while weakening the feudal system, also created a great mass of homeless
Jews and spread a cloud of insecurity over the Jewish world,

The struggles of petty bourgeois and master craftsmen, in the
seventeenth century, to preserve or strengthen their status in the ecén-
ony of their ecity was not much different from the similar struggles that
had taken place in the middle ages, Then, however, they had been spor-
adic, while now they were common; perhaps this was because cities were
now more mumerous, because they were larger and life in them more compet-
itive; quite likely the master craftsmen feared the competition of
burgeoning capttalist industries and of the greatly multiplied urban
proletu'ia.t;s quite likely, too, the petty bourgeoisie was disturbed at
the inflation (see above, p, 5 ff,) and the rise of great trading organ-
izations that had come upon the scene with the first growth of capitalism
and threatened to make a profitable existence difficult for them,
Furthermore, economic orises were now common, and prosperous cities from
time to time entered upon protracted periods of decline (see above, pp.

g £f,, 8, 22 £,), undoubtedly contributing greatly to the insecurity
felt by the lower- and middle-middle classes, Finally, the bourgeoisie,
if not the oraftsmen's group, wes -- because of its increased 8ize -
ablas to influence the affairs of the city and the counsels of the magist-
racy to a significantly greater degree in the seventeenth century than

before,




The great antagonists of the bourgeoisie were the nobllity, with
their feudal attitudes and preferences, With a consistency that may
aestonish us democrats, the nobility sought out Jews as allies and
assistants, in return protecting them to a degree against their foes,
This was the case in pre-1648 Poland, where the landed aristocrats and
-- except when it was necessary to yield to anti-Jewish pressure -- their
creatures the Kings were staunch upholders of Jewish rights and privil-
eges.a This was the case in mid-sixteenth-century Italy, where the Doge
of Genoa opposed Jewish expulsion from his dcni:ﬂonn"and 2 Roman card-
inal was a devoted proteetor of the Jews against ritual-murder accusa-
1:.:'Lons.B The Bohemian nobility was equally pro-Jewish; it pleaded for
the reopening of Prague to Jews in the 1560's, and the Pope reinforced
its pleu.g later, in 1616, it was the aristocracy that was instrumental
in the readmission of Jews to Frankfurt-am-Main and Vurms after the

lower orders had expelled thﬂm.lo

Finally, it was Catholic and mediev-
alistic Austria that, in the Thirty Years' War, the® ordered her command-
ers to protect the Jewish quarters of towns,lt 4hmé saved the Jewish
section when Prague was pillaged after the Thite Hou:rbnin.zz and preven-
ted suffering German towns from expelling their Jews;l® it was Austria
that extended the privileges and residence rights of Jews immediately

after the Peace of 'Westphalil.]"

The patriciate certainly favored Jews because it was able to make
direct use of some of them as its bankers and its agents in warious
capacities, In addition, it undoubtedly looked with some favor on the
fact that humbler Jews were performing a function in lending money to

the middle classes, It may be, however, that the nobles saw the Jews in
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another guise as well: as a bourgeois element dependent on themselves
for status and favors, and valuable as a counterpoise to the growing and

rebellious Christian bourgeoisie,

VWhether or not the nobles thought this, it is certain that the
middle and lower orders of the bourgeoisie had little love for the Jews,
To some extent, they may have associated the Jews with the nobility and
with the feudal system, and sought to attack that system by venting their

wrath upon its weakest and most vulnerable member, the Jews,

The Polish burghers =- very many of them of German origin -- and

their allies the clergy despised the Jews. ® The burghers of mid-six-

teenth-century Prague, 16 the citizens of Rome in the same period, o
and many of the tradesmen of Hn.mburgla and of Vionmlg about eightyy

years later were eager to take measures against the Jews,

In the sixteenth century, atistocrats had been strong in many
places and had been able, as we saw above, to protect the Jews, By the ]
following century, however, the bourgeéisie was in many localities more |"
powerful than it had been, and the aristocracy weaker, Consequently, l J
Jews now saw their foes multiplied and their once-puissant defenders "
shorn of power, The bourgeoisie was not slow to take advantage of its
increased strength ip order to sirike at the feudal system with renewed
vigor by attacking the Jews; and many members of the nobility joined in l
their anti-S.mitism either because of opportunism or as an act of self-

preservation,

It must not be imagined, however, that the anti-Semitism of burghers




was the by-product of anything so abstract as an ideological disapproval
of feudalism, While they and their spokesmen often spoke in theological
jargon, their anti-feudalism was for the most part grounded in eminently
practical considerations (though this is not the place for analyzing

thﬁ-"t) .

Furthermore, by no means all of the anti-Semitic feeling of seven=-
teenth-century burghers can be written off as simple anth-feudalism;
many burghers had other, more direct grounds for attacking Jews,

The growing class of retailers in the Christian population of cities
and towns was confronted with Jewish competition in the seventeenth cent-
ury as never before, Tith the heightened power of the bourgeois in city
magistracies, Christien retailers were able to secure legislation
barring Jews from the retail trade in new textiles in Tuscany in 1649,
after the Florentine silk weavers had protested in 1620 against Jewish
competition;zo Venice barred Jews from the woolen trade in 1554, and |

issued various other restrictive decrees in the seventeenth oantury,21

other than pavmbrokerapge, the wholesale and second-hand tra.dea.zz In

|
until there were no fields open to them in the Republic of San lNarco | |

|
1617, the Empire acquiesced in the severe legal restrictions of Jewish
richts in Frankfurt-am-}ain and Wurms, a concession largely to Christ-
ians angered by the competition of J 81!’8.23 Five years earlier, The
Hemburg Senate had ruled that only Jews of whose occupations that body
approved would b allowed to talte up rosidenco in the l.::i"c,y'..z4 Finally,
in 1661, the lawmakers of Strassburg put severe occupational restric-

tions on their Jm.zs




Ay nmid-seventeenth century, there vas hardly a place in Eurcpe
where retailing was not legally closed to the Jews, But in cities
vhiat were suffering from economic decline or the pinch of hard times,
o additional neasure was invoked: the ghetto, that deviece by means of
wiich the Christian bourgeoisie could assure itsell that Jews would not
be crmpetitors, The pioneer shetto had been established in Venice in
1516,26 before she had recovered from & severe economic panic (see
sbove, Pe & fe)s Rome, with perhaps 5,000 vas,27 followed suitj; the
iioly 0ffice of the Inquisition, in authority within the ghetto,zs
helped to hem in the life of the Roman Jews and keep them from competing

v7ita Christians a good deal more thoroughly than was the case in ‘J’enice.zg

3 31

Verona put its Jews in a ghetto in 1598,°C Padua in 1602,°' l'odena in

2 39
:uaa," and Gorizia in 1648.3 In 1659, Fapel Anccnals anti=Jewish laws

sere made so stringent that the shelte vas turned into a virtual priscn
or cormuntiy under si.ego.M By the first guarter of the seventeenth
eantury, we are told, it was already the general rule throuzhout econom-
ically depressed Italy for Jews to be confined behind ghetio walls and

" . 35
thus rerioved from the Zoing urban economy,

Lot only retailers but also guild-craftsmen were wmtchful lest Jews

vecone their competiters. In Fadua, for example, they were warned away

56 and in Venice and other rlaces fronm wes.ving.m

from carpentry,
The equ’librivm hetween the tendency of Jews to enter the crafts
and tl  elforts of guilds to keep them out went sometines one wey and
3
someti-es another, lowever, occasionally the guildmesters took things

into their own hands, as in 1614 under the baker Fetmmilch and his



areftsmen who sought to build in Frankfurt-am-¥ain a Calvinist "kingdom
of God", their disabilities under ﬁ;&ner patricien rule to bz cured by

39

an expulsion of the Jews, The suildsmen of Vurms staged a similar

rising in the following year; they too sxpelled the Jews of their city.20

Cormpetition in trade and crafts were not the only facts disposing
gixteenth- and seventeenth-century burghers toward Jew-hatred., Indebt-
adness to Jewish moneylenders was, in some places, guite as serious a
ceuse, Germans had no less a precedent than Luther for berating Jews --
to wnom not a few of them owed money -- for their dealings in pold and
.:ilver.41 It remained, however, for deeply depressed Italy, with her
large debtor class, to go the limit in proachi:g/ua:dﬂcurbing the "usur-
ious" Jews, In this country, it wms especially the Papal States that
lazisleted apainst Jewish moneylending, with the progressively severer
lavs of the 1550's,%? of 1589, and of the seventeenth eenturv, of which
the latter =- ostensibly for the relief of Christian debtors -- made it

next to inmpossible for most Jewish loan-benkers to make a Ift.'vring.‘i:5

Ther2 st have been times wher burzhers and their clerical friends,
asbout to embark on anti-Jewish campaign, reelized with a start thak
;ublic opinion was not with them, It appears to me that these were the
tines when propaganda drives were launched, undoubtedly in an attempt to
realign “he city's views, O such nature was the claim, made by the
partidans of Jewish expulsion from Irague in 1542, that the Jews were
arsonis s and, i. addition, Turidsh spios.“ The commonest propapganda
slozan, however, was that of ritual :mrder:"l&t was pressed into service

45 .

46
sgain and agein, as for instance in Baveria in 1540, in Home in 1555,



in Verona in 1603, and in Casale in 1611 and 1‘528.4‘r

It seems to me that
ritual murder accusations were less frequent in the mid-seventeenth
century then one hundred years before; if so, this perhaps indicates not

that Jews were less hated in the mid-seventeenth century but, paradoxic-

e ——

ally, the contrary, that anti-Jewish burghers were by then in such
positions of power that they could railroad discirminatory laws through
their eity Senates or magistracies without having to pave the way by first

broadeasting faneiful propaganda,

Anti-Jewish feeling and anti-Jewish propaganda led sometimes to
repressive measures against the practise of Judaism, This was especially
so in the Papal States and those liediterranean places under Vatican
influence, in the fear-ridden, suspicion-laden Counter Reformation days,
In 1542, the Roman Inquisition had been establishod:ia in the '50's, the

49 50

Vatican burned Talmuds  and censored Hebrew books,  while in the foll-

owing century censorship, then s common rule in Italy, 5l was supplemented

by the new regulation of requiring Jews to hear conversionist semons.52

Opposition to Jews led also to imprisomment and physical violence

apainst Jews, as when the Holy See jailed the liarranos of Ancona in

53

1555, when Fettmilch's partisans (see above, p, 79) staged a pogrom,

and when the Jewish quarter of Turin suffered from an anti-Semitic riot

5 56

in 163954 and the Jewish quarter of Ferrara in 1581°° and 1648,

In Chapter One we gave evidence of insecurity and economic decline
among a number of classes of the population in widespread areas of Eur=
ope, In the above pages of the present chapter I hawe sought to indic-



ate that, to a great degree, those localities that endured decline and
those classes that suffered insecurity tended to load their own disabil-
ities, multiplied in quantity, upon the Jews in their midst,.

Because of this tendency, one who reviews the life of the Jews in
the seventeenth century finds an unrelieved somber picture of suffering,

poverty, and hopelessness throughout lerge areas of Europe. In Italy,

for example, where we have already seen that depression was then the |
rule, there were far profounder depression and poverty in the ghettos of '

resaro, 57 Urbino, 58 and Casale, o9 poverty coupled with near-confiscatory |

taxes at Ancona®0 and Sinigaglia.,el

6

suffering compounded by the havoe of i
war in Jantua, 2 and & steady emigration of Jews from distressed

. €3
fOYTATE o

Venice had a few Jews wealthy enough to engage in international

cmnoroe,s"" but the bulk of her ghetto-dwellers considered themselves
65

66
Leghorn, who had thrown open her gates to Jews and larranos in 1593,

fortunate if they could deal in secondhand clothing and furniture,

never found it necessary to isolate end segregate Jews as did the rest
of seventeenth-century Italy;m nevertheless, even in this relatively
prosperous port did it become more difficult for Jews to male a living,

as we have seen above (pe 77).

All Ttaly =-- except for one or two seaporis -- vas poor in seven-
teenth cr atury, A4ll Germany -- also with the exception of her ports --

vas poor; and Germany wes in addition a thaater of eclass conflict, In
such situations, the Jews of these lands were meeting evil times, indeed,
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They were overtaxed, maligned, persecuted;
emong Italian Jewry made its meager living by peddling and ra.gpickingoss

and the large proletariat

We might say, in summary, that the seventeemth-century Jew was
the vietim of a double burden, In the first place, an anti-feudalist
small bourgeoisie and peasantry hated him as 2 ward of the feudal nobil=
ity == a class waning in power and now little eble to protect him in
many areas. In the second place, the retailing and guildammen's class,
while growing in mumbers and in political influence in increasingly
urbeni zed Europe, also encourtered the various kinds of insecurity and
economic orisis to which Chapter One alluded; as a partial palliative,
retailers and guildsmen, with the help of the city clergy, turned on the
city Jews, forcing them out of retailing and the crafts, restricting them
== if times were very bad —- in the lending of momey and isolating Hhem
campletely from the city's economy by pemning them in a ghetio, at times
rioting ageinst them or curbing their practise of their religion, and -
if the eity was not anti-Jewish enough to support such measures -—-
conducting a propaganda campaign, especially with ritual murder gs its
theme,




B. JEWS CROWD INTC CENTERS OF BROSPERITY, BUT EVEN TEERE EQUALITY
ELUDES THEK

‘ihen Jews seemed to be menacing competitors and no other measures
appeared adequate, Christian city-dwellers of the seventeenth century J

would turn to the final resort of expulsion, Jews were expelled from

71
Genoca in 1550,70 from Prague in 1561, from Viemma in 155672 and again

in the 15901 8,?3 from the Papal lands in Italy -- except Rome and

74 75 76

Ancona ~ -= and in France =~ in 1569 and again from the former in 1593,

77
from Brandenburg and Brunswick in the 1590's, from the area of lilan

in 1597"?8 and from Oran in the first part of the seventeenth oentury.79

To be exiled was a dire hardship; in the sixteenth century, however,
it was at least possible for quite a few Jews to find a now home to ex-
change for the one from which they had been driven, For example, when
the Papal States oppressed their Jews in the 1550's (see above, pp. 78,
80), the Dukes of Urbino and of Ferrara invited them to their dmnins.so
Frospercus Turkey welcomed Jewish exiles from the Fapal domains, as well

as from all other lands from which they were expelled.al

In the seventeenth century, however, matters were different, Torld
insecurity was more widespread (as we saw in Chapter Cne), and larger

groups of Jews were at their rope's end, There were the masses of dis=



placed Jews from Poland (see above, pe 73 f,) and the many restless and
inmpoverished Jews in the generally depressed cities and towms of Italy
and Germany (see above, p, 8l), Not since the Spanish expulsion had so
many Jews been homeless wanderers on the highways of the world, TNot
since 1492 had there been so many Jews without roots as in the '40's and
150's of the sevemnteenth century,

ot only that, but there were now fewer places that would receive
Jews, Turkey, suffering from depressions (see above, pp. 36-41), was by
no means the refuge she had been, Furthermore, the Counter-Reformation
was continuing to do its work: when the Duchy of Ferrara fell to the
Vatican in 1597, there were left almost no places hospitabls to Jews in

all Christian Southern Europe .82

llevertheless, the Polish exiles managed eventually to find stopping-
places, Some went clofse by, to Hungery -- and in less than two decades
the city of Buda doubled her Jewish popula‘ti.on.es Other refugees made
their wmy to Veniceu and -I:;::;;;m those seaport cities that were in
better economic state th an the rest of Italy, Still others trickled
into such places as 'U:-‘bim85 or wherever else they could find lodging
and e neapger livelihood, They faced monumental difficulties and extreme
hardships in their search for new homes; in time, however, they settled
themselves, a few in a place, almost everywhere in the Jewish worldj- '
while the Jews of Holland, of Italy, end especially of Turkey =- who had
spent much of their remaining wealth to ransom so many of the Polish

86

Jews from captivity = -- set out to resume their normsl lives,
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Now & new area, a new haven from oppression, and a new and rich
center of activity enters into Jewish history -- the newly-prospe rous
cities of northwest Europe, especially Amsterdam (whose rise to commer-
cial prominence, beginning toward the end of the sixteenth century and
continuing through the end of our period, has been discussed above, pe

8 PPy

Certainly Jewish refugees from Poland, Italy, and other places
(including larranos who were still slipping out of the Iberian Penine
sule) made their wey bo Amsterdam, In fact, from the '30's to the '60's
of the seventeenth century, the Jewish population of the Duteh city
increased at perhaps twelve to fifteen times the rate of the steadily

growing general popula'tion.a?

Romanticizing historians, to whom we shall have occasion to refer
again, have taken at face value the effusions of contemporary Jewish
chronielersilz the effeet that Amsterdam was "the new Jerusalem" and a
perfect arena for Jewish industry and culture, These historians,
unfortunately forgetting that one must read the literature of a period
with discermment and with an ear attuned to the periodt's accents, have
ignored the fact that the contemporary chroniclers, in lauding Amster-
dam's philo=-Semitism, were using the euphuistic and inflated style of

their day,

Th facts are that the dizzying influx of Jews into Amsterdam and
other Dutch citics was accompanied by a good many problems, It is
certain that anti-Jewish feelling cropped up among the Amsterdam burghers,



although the city administration remained relatively tolerant and never
enacted Grotius' recommendation of 1615 that its Jewish population be

limited by 1“88 nor used the permission extended by the States General

in 1619 to exclude or ghettoize all Jm§9 nor the permission reiterated
in 1651 (after the mass immigration of Polish Jews had gotten well under

way) to place Jews in a ghatto.go

Although Amsterdam took no extreme anti-Jewish measures, her toler-
ance (as I indicated above) was only a relative one -- relative to the
practises common in the seventeenth century, Actually, she put her Jews
under a broad gamut of economic and social restrietions,

Amsterdan Jews, naturally, could not hold civic office’t (this
restriction, of course, was a matter of course in all burgher-led govern-
ments, though we must remember that in Turkey and under feudalistic gove
ermments thingscwere quite different, for there individual Jews could
and did rise to the highest court positions). Until 1657, officialdom
considered them a semi-alien body, but in that year the Jews of Amster-
dam along with those of all the United Provinces were declared to be
Dutch "ingezetenen" (subjects or denizens) -- a status inferior to that
of "poorter™ or "burger" (citizen) in that the former carried with it no
right to civic office or, more important, to the practise of any occupa=-

tion in which guildsmen were active .92

In tue professional field, Amsterdem Jews were allowed to be phys-

icians and surgeons ® (and even to study medicine at Dutch universities)

94

but not to operate on Christians, They were permitted to be apothec-



|

aries, but could dispense drugs only to Jewa.gs

A very large lield closed to Jews in Amsterdam as in most European
cities was that of retail trade, In a specific prohibition, the city

goverment, acting in 1629 on a petition from Christians in the retail

96

tobacco business, enjoined Jews from that trede, Far broader was the

regulation of 1632, reiterated in 1654 end again in 1656, forbidding

retailing in general to Jews .97

llot only Christian retailers but also Christian guildsmen inkisted
on elimineting Jewish competition in Amsterdam just as in other cities
at that time, After the city administretion had responded to retailers?
demands by legislating Jews out of retail shops, it plecated guildsmen
with an ordinance prohibiting Jews from selling in the streets.ga
Furthermore, Jews were kept from competing with the gold- and silver-
smiths' guild by a regulation of 1661 preventing them from selling or
peddling goods made of precious metals.gg We have already seen that the

professional guilds restricted their Jewish competitors, Finally, the

sweeping decree of 1632 forbade all guild ocoupations to Jewa.loo

That favored occupation among Jews of the period, moneylending, was
fully as difficult to follow as were retailing and the crafts, in Amster=

dan, It wes guite difficult to compete with that huge, efficient, and

101

convenient money-dealer, the Amsterdam Exchange Bank, Furthermore,

the cil; fathers had invested the Bank with a monopoly in cerbtain areas,
such as the exchanging of foreign monies, that in other cities were the

province of the private moneylender and helped him make ends maat.loz



Graetz, it scems to me, has seen the non-participation of Amsterdam
Jews in moneylending in the light of his idealizing bent, and speaks of
it in a somewhat misleading tone, Referring to the Portuguese Jews of
seventeenth-century Amsterdam, he says: "Sie betrieben meistens mit
ihren bedeutenden Kapitalien den Handel im grossen Stylé, varen bei der
ostindischen and westindischen Compagnie betheiligt oder leiteten Bank-
geschlifte, Dem Wucher aber, der die Juden anderer Linder so sehr

verhasst machte, waren sie abgesagte Feinde.“los

Toc many historians, like Graetz in the above quotation, have been
so dazzled by the few magnates among Amsterdam Jewry that they have all
but forgotten about the great majority who were of modest means or of no
means at all, and to whom making a living was a hard struggle ageinst
competiters and against Gentile restrictions, This Jewish majority
included the peddlers and street-hawkers (probably in contravention of
the ordinance mentioned on the previous page) of cheap furniture and
ldtchenware, of clothing, foodstuffs, and peat; the artisa.ns;lm the

105 .1 the less skilled
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highly skilled workers in the diamond industry,

viorkers in tobacco proozseassi:ug',:"':’6 in sugar refining, end in other

108

industries, This majority included alsc those families that the

commnity supported on relief -- more than one-fifth of the Sephardic

community in 1647, 108 not to speak of the far poorer Ashkenazic groupl

Notwithstanding poverty and occupational restrictions, Jews forced
by the extr me pressure of persecution or greater distress elsewhere
kept crowding into Amsterdam throughout our period, It is likely that
German Jews immigrated following the Frankfurt and Wurms perseccutions of



the mid=1610's210 (see above, pp. 78 f., 80) and following the disloca~
tions brought on by the Thirty Years! Wa.r.lu larger mumbers of Ashke-
nazim == this time from Poland and Lithuania -- came after the Cossack
pogroms, especially in 1654 and 1656.112 The city's poorer Jewish
quarters became crowded with poverty-stricken refugees of outlandish
mien: “entiles (and Sephardic Jews as well?) eyed them askance; they
were given relief by Sephardic Jewg and many of them -~ doubting the
possibility of their making a living in Amsterdam, and encouraged perhaps
by their benefactors -- were sent on by the Sephardim for resettlement in
Gemany.ln Still, Amsterdam's Jewish population remained very large,
with a mass of poor and unskilled Jews competing against one other to
nale a living within that rather small slice of the city's economy that

the Gentile burghers had left to them,

This completes our presentation of the modesty of means af'so‘many
insterdam Jews and of the economic restrictions and disabilities with
which Gentiles tried to hedge them in, It may have been a surprising
presentation: Graetz and the mumerous Jewish historians who have copied
fronm him have reproduced in all good feith the statements and the attit-
udes of contemporary chroniclers -- as, for example, lianasseh ben Israel
-~ who (aside from that quality of theirs to which we have already
referred above, Dpe 85 & n, 87a) were upper=-class gentlemen and had only
the upper class in mind most of the time that they wrote about the Amst-

erdem Jewish cormunity.

Graetz, echoing these seventeenth-century chroniclers, writes:

"Holland wurde demals der duldsamste Staat auf dem ganzen Erdrunde, Die



Juden unterlagen keinerlei Beschrinkung, ein und dasselbe Gesetz war fiir
sic und die christliche Bevllkerung, nur dass sie nicht Staatslmter

115

bekleideten, was sie auch gar nicht beansprucht haben," Surely this

is a far different picture from the one just set forth in the present

paperl

But let us turn our attention to the Jewish upper class, Graetz
has just spoken of them as having been as free as the Christians (here,
sinilarly, we must certainly add "the Christian upper class"), liot only
hat; he goes farther and implies that among them were the chief builders
of imsterdam's greatness, He says, referring to the 1610's, "Indessen,
das damals noch nicht reiche Amsterdam komnte die Juden, welche Reich-
tlmer und leltkenntnis dahin verpflanzt hatten, nicht mehr entbehren,"116
A little later, he spealks quite baldly of "den durch die portugiesischen
Juden Amsterdam zugefallenen Viohlstand,"117 A further quotation seems to
make it quite clear that it wms no figure of speech but the expression of
e real conviction for him to aseribe to Jews the initiation of large-
scale capitalism; in this quotation, he discusses "sich portugiesisch-
marranische Juden von den Niederlanden aus in Frankfurt niederlassen
wollten, um diese Stadt zu einem Handelsplatze ersten Renges wie Amster-

dam und Hamburg zu e:rhel:»e::t.“:"l8

If Graetz is correct in his belief that upper-class Amsterdam Jews
were both perfectly free and in the forefront of the city's enterprise,
then certaiuly only a metaphysician or a Freudian -- of which Graetz is
neither -- would dare conclude that they were anything but content with

their lot and secure in their "new Jerusalem", Graetz does make it

|



clear to us that he is sure they felt content and secure, But soon some-

thing very illogical happens, for Sabbatai Zevi is proclaimed Messiah,

and the Amsterdem Sephardic maamad enthusiastically becomes his pa.rtisan.us

Do pe rfectly content and secure men act so? Although Graetz nowhere
raises the question, it is certainly a most crucial one,

The truth -- as we can see it more clearly in the light of fuller
historical lmowledge than was available to Graetz =- undoubtedly is that
Greetz was wrong in believing that upper-class Amsterdam Jews were
either perfectly free or in the forefront of the city's enterprise, e

nmay confidently say they were neither,

Iet us first consider the latter guestion, that of the Jews' preem-
inence in Amsterdam business, ¥We find that, among the founders and
early promoters of the Exchange Bank and of the East India Company, but
a very few -- and they not the leaders -- were Jm%zowe discover that,
while Jewish industrial capital wms concentrated in silk, sugar, publish-
inp, diamonds, and tobaceo throughout the century, it was only in diam=-
onds and possibly in tobacco that Jews were the largest mgnates.lzl
Ve find further that, according to the 1631 tax returns, Jewish per cap-
ita wealth vms one-eighth below Christian, and the estates of 160

Cisdstians exdended s walustion that no Jewish estate reschedls

The
1674 tax returns show a somewhat different picture: the per capita wealth
of Sephardim only (not Ashkenazim) was almost twice that of Christians,
but even now Jews were not among the very wealthiest Amsterdammers, for
the combined wealth of the four richest Jews fell short of the wealth of

the single richest Christian.lzs
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Recent historians agree that the Graetzian picture of Jewish preem-
inence in seventeenth-century Amsterdam's commerce and industry is a
grossly overdrawn 0m.124 They show us the upper-class Jews as prosper=-
ous business men and industrialists, but by no means more pwvosperous or

more successful than their Christien neighbors,

Let us now turn to the question of whether upper-class Amsterdam
Jews of the seventeenth century were, as Graetz has said, free and
untrarmeled, The answer is that they definitely were not,

One reason for the deficiency in Jewish freedom -- in the field of
business == is the very lack of financial preeminence of which we have
just spoken, Jews may have pioncered the East Indies trade;lzs they
seem to have pioneered the spimning of silk in Amsterdam.lza In either
case, however, Christians joined the enterprise and, as soon as it
became profitable and gave hope for the future, gathered together much
larger funds than the Jews could emass and drove the latter out of the

: 126a
enterprise,

In general, Jews entering the capitalist arena in Amsterdam had to
choose a field that was still fairly young and undeveloped, not heavily
capitalized and monopolized, They had, one might say ,to enter the
capitalist economy at one of its margins, Sometimes, as we have just
seen, the enterprise they entered did not remain long on the margin, and
they were squeezed out, But sometimes, as with sugar refining (a relat-
ively new and expanding industry in the '50's -~ though here too Christ-

ian entrepreneurs tried their best to keep Jews out),lz? or with diamond
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cutting and polishing (of nemessity an individualistic industry, diffic-
ult to monopolize).ma powerful Christians did not enter into serious
competition, and the Jews were able to keep their positions, Similarly,
when international trade beceme Christian-dominated, Jews pioneered in a
branch of merchandising related to it, that of jobhing, Jobbing remained
sufficiently small that Jews were able to keep a dominant place in ite 2>
Upper=-class Jews, then, far from having the run of the Amsterdam economy,
were as a rule confined to the edges of big business and subject to
veing ousted from their places by wealtheir Christians whenever the

latter mizght become envious,

Under capitalism, of course, every,entrepreneur and capitalist is
aliays == in a sense == in a precarious and insecure position, In this
sense, certainly, Jowish entrepreneurs and capitalists in seventeenth-
century Amsterdam stood on precarious ground, But why single them out
as Jews? lias the uncertainty they confronted at all special or differ-

ent because ¥hey were Jews?

Yes, I believe it was, I believe that a complex set of circum-
stances caused specific difficulties and disabilities to fall to the lot

of Jews,

In the first place, the Christians always considered them somewhat
foreign and alien, Although individual prominent Jews were allowed to
purchase "poortersrecht" or citizenship, it was never the full citizen-

130

ship to which Christians might aspire, Of course, there was also the

fact thet Christians could end did fashipn great commercial houses with

" g —
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the help of strategic marital allie.noos,lsl

a process in which ambitious
Jews were strictly limited by the religious barrier, There were any
mumber of other reminders, big and small, in the life of the Jew, that
the Christian community saw him as someone set epart -- such reminders

as the ordinance (I lmow not how well enforced) forbidding him from
having Christian servants, >? Finally, what was in all likelihood the
prime cause of Christian segregation of the Jews was the eternal, seldom=-
relenting pressure of competition-sensitive retailers and guildmenlss
-- o pressure that, while not seriously affecting upper-class Jews
directly, may nevertheless have created an almost irresistible unvoiced
demand that they stay with their kess well-to-do fellow-Jews, sutmit
themselves to a segregation almost as thoroughgoing as their fellows

endured, and be communal leaders to their fellows,

Conconitant with the segrepgation that Christians forced on Jews,
the Jews themselves developed machinery for living and working efficient-
1y under this segregation -- machinery that in its turn undoubtedly
tended toward maintaining the segrogation pattern, Part of this machin-
ery was the Jewish communal orgenization of Amsterdam, with its strong

and authoritarian masmad and bet di.n.:"')4= Another part was the network

of international trade routes that had developed among Jews themselves,

and whose world center Amsterdam Jewry now became.lss

Ansterdam Jews had a most important trade tie with Livornese and
Venetian Jewg ™ As for the Levant, it is thought that Jews initiated
Ansterden's trade with that area; >’ most likely, most Ansterdam Jewish

shippers to the area utilized their ovm connections and facilities, and



shipped independently of the Dutech Levant Cmpany.lss

Interestingly
enough, it seems to have been the very fact that Jews did not possess
great wealth that was of great importance in their forming international
shipping agreements of their own; had their resources been as great as
the resources of some of the Christian magnates, they might well have
joined and become influential in the great Dutch mercantile com;nnies.lsg
As it was, their relative independence in shipping contributed largely

to their successful carrying-on of a segregated life-pattern,

There are hints that, segrepated and operating off the main stream
of the Amsterdam economy, the upper-class Jews of the Dutch city felt
quite insecure, The fact that they were well in the forefront among

speculators on the Stowk Excha.ngelw

may point to a feeling of insecur=-
ity, So might the information =- though it is not conclusive -~ that
chroniclors of the time give us to the effect that some rich Jews of

Ansterdam made unusuelly conspieuous display of their wea.lth.u'l

To sum up, we may say that we saw in this section that the world's
increasing insecurity and unsettled state created an unusually strong
population pressure of displaced Jews in the years 1600 to 1666, and
that few places but northwest Europe, especially Amsterdam, were able to
receive them, Jews entered that city at a great rate, but == contrary
to widespread opinion -- they by no means enjoyed perfect freedom there,

Jews of the lower and middle classes were, in general, forbidden to
practise (except among their fellow Jews, and within the Jewish economy)
occupations controlled by guilds or to set up almost any kind of retail
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shop, Because of the Exchange Bank, there seems to have been very little '
opportunity to practise moneylending, In short, there was only a differ=- ‘1
ence of degree == and that not an overly great one -= between the restric-

tions placed on lower- and middle-class Jews by Amsterdam and those

ordained by one of the more liberal cities of seventeenth-century Italy

or Germany, The real difference seems to bave been, first, that Amster-

dam's economy was vital and healthy and Jews could make a living even

though restricted and, second, that -- because of the city's healthy

economy and the relative unconcern of the burgomasters -- Amsterdam Jews

may have evaded the restrictive laws more often and more successfully

than Jews in other places.142

llevertheless, ever-present restrictions
ard the practise of, at times, ewvading them must have given lower- and

middle-class Amsterdam Jews something of a feeling of insecurity,

As for upper-cldss Jews -- the industrialists, intermational
merchants, and capitalists -- they were not nearly the greatest moneyed
men nor the chief pioneers of business in Amsterdam, OCn the contrary,
they tended to be at a disadvantage in business, because their irability
to cormand very large capital among their Jewish associates condemned
then to the margins and interstices of big business; and because a
certain part-legal, part-cultural chasm rendered difficult a close

business association with Gentiles,

The chasm between upper-class Jews and upper-class Christians in
Amsterdam was there because the Jews were barred from full citizenship
and could not hold eivic office, because of several petity restrictions

against Jews, and -- perhaps most important -- because the grave
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restrictions under which lower- and middle-class Jews labored necessit-

ated a partial segregation of the Jewish group (with their own crafts- 1
men end professionals, their own retailers, and their own semi-autonom=

ous cormunity council) -- and upper-class Jews were well-nigh forced,

willy nilly, to segrepate themselves along with their poorer brethren,

The busy internationel shipping trade that Amsterdam upper-class Jews

carried on with other Jews in far-flung ports was both partial cause and

partial effect of the near-segregatiom of the Amsterdam Jewish commune

ity.

As we may well imagine, upper-class Amsberdam Jews felt no more
secure and at ease than their less well-circumstanced brothers; perhaps

they Zelt even less secure, They were uncomfortable children of a

transitional age, half emancipated and half ghettoized, There must '

nave been a little of Uriel Da Costa in many of them,

C. LoNOIISFONe JEWS SEEK ROLISF FROM INSECURITY

Different classes of Jews in different places sought relief from
various brands of insecurity; this, of course, goes without saying,.
The Jewish community councils, for example, were deeply interested in

maintaining the communities inviolate, safe both from Christian attack
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and from intermecine class strife, They adopted such precauticnary
measures as -- to give but one example -- sumptuary laws, pioneered by
the lantua cormunity in 1598143 and becoming widespread some time there-

after,

To an extent seldom realized, the Jewish cormunity leaders' class
appears to have held a position roughly analogous, in our century, to
the Christian class of kings and ruling princes, Both were newly risen
to positions of preeminence and power, and both looked for support and
sustenance to the wealthiest -- though often not the most energetic --
propertied group within their domains, Both had, to a great extent, had
power and leadership thrust upon them by the pressure of external foes
(other countries, in the case of the Christian rulers; bourgeois ghetto-
makers, in the case of the Jewish rulers); and both now, in mid-century,
found themselves beset by the old foes externally and by new ones intern-
ally, Both classes resorted increasingly to nationalistic ideas and acts

ac countermeasures against the external ememies,

We have already spoken of nationalism as preached by the Christian
ruling clesses during our century (above, pp. 10 ff,, 14, 15 f,). As we
have seen, it is not difficult te show that this and the preceding cent-
ury were marked by a striking growth in nationalistic sentiment and
action among the Christians, To show that Jewish nationalism rose corr-
espondingly during the same period is, unfortunately, quite difficult,
For doct.inal and for sociological reasons too obvious to enumerate,
particularism had held profound sway over the Jewish people for many
centuries, and a our sory glance at our period fails to show a gueldite~
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A closer look, however, reveals what I believe are definite signs
that Jewish leaders in our period were, if not demonstrably more nation-
alistic and particularistic at heart, then certainly more inclined than
previously to express their nationalism collectively and in an organized
mamer, Reubeni and Molcho, who flourished from 1524 to 1532, had
stirred men more profoundly and in a broader segment of the Jewish world
than had any kessianic pretender since, perhaps, Bar Kochba, Jacob
Berab's plan for reinstituting semicha, to which he devoted himself from
1538 to his death in 1541, had been a far more serious-minded and far-
reaching scheme for the establishment of a central authority than any-
thing that had been dreamed of among Jewish leaders for many centmries
pasts The legal codes that Berab's adherent Joseph Caro had painstak-
ingly compiled between the 1520's and the '50's (Care, incidentally,
dreamed himself of one day holding sway as a sort of supreme rabbinic
pontiff over the Jews in the Arabic 1'I't'.u'1d.):"44 had been accepted with
such alacrity and -- after Ashkenazie modifications -- with sa nearly
unanimous & concensus that it must be evident to us that Jewish leader-
ship in the sixteenth century was characterized by a mood of quesi-pol-
itical international closeness and unity among Jews —-= a mood markedly
different from the regionalism and the provincialism that had predomine
ated in the centuries immediately previcus, ith certain changes, the
nationalistic mood persisted among Jewish leaders into the seventeenth

century,

To a large degree, the reasons for Jewish nationalism seem to have

—_— e T—
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paralleled the reasons for nationalism in the Christien countries of the
time. There were both positive and negative grounds for the prevalence
of the ideology.

‘rominent emong the positive grounds was the simple fact that the
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century man was more mobile than his ancest-
ors had been, No longer likely to live out his entire life within the
confines of his native village or county, he tmnded to broaden his
ellezgiances until they might encompass his entire nation -- i he were a

Christian - or world Jewry =- if he were a Jew,

An intimately related factor wvms the great growth of internstional
trade, and especially the development of international trade among Jews
and larranos, Amsterdam Jews carried on large-scale commerce with
larranos of lisbon and Seville, Leghorn Jews with Constantinople and
Smyrna Jews, Smyrna Jews with Jews of Venice, and Jews of Venice with

those of Hamburg and Amstarda.m.ms

A very large proportion (if it has
not yet been done, the study of just how large a proportion should make
an instructive subject for research) of the international carmerce of
the large Jewish entrepreneurs of our century was an intra-group affair,

146 It was because they alone had

& cormerce among Jews and llarranos,
connections with Jewish and Jarrano shippers in the llediterranean that,

in the early seventbenth century, Jews of Amsterdam and other mercantile
centers were invited to settle in Demmark, in Nice and Reggio, 147 and in

Hanau .148

Jews traded across the seas with one another because of family and



business ties; the Expulsion of 1492 and the untold vicissitudes of the
succeeding years had scattered to many lands Jews who were members of
single families or single business partnerships, and it was natural for
then to keep in cormercial contact with one another even in their dis-
persion, Jews traded with one another for the additional reason, alluded
to above (ps 91 f.), that they were forced back on themselves by the fact
that they were neither wealthy nor powerful enough, nor freely enough
eccepted by their Christian colleagues, to play important roles in the

creat Christian merchant combines,

Jews trading with other Jews and with larranos more than they
traded with Christians were likely to be concerned with Jewish interests
and guestions of Jewish rightsy Jews carrying on international comusrce
with other Jews were likely to develop a world Jewish outlook -- a
nearly=-political nationalism embracing Jewry throughout the world, Jews,
furthermore, whose commerce was subject t o harfassment by govermment
acencies acting in the service of their competitérs (as, for example,
the Spanish and Portuguese Inguisitions harassed the commerce of Dutch
Jm-rslég and as France demanded unsuccessfully of Turkey that she take
measures against Jewish morchantalso) might long for some way in which a
govermment could be induced to protect them and serve their interests,.
For a2ll these reasons -- and despite my failure to discover in the hist-
orical literature any discussion of it -- I offer the suggestion that we
consider the possibility of and make a further search for a widespread
nationalistic (I should almost like to say pro-mercantilistic) feeling
among Jewish merchants and capitalists, influential rabbis, and those
associated with them, in the greatest centers of seventeenth-century
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Jewish commerce -- Amsterdam, Hamburg, Leghorn, Venice, Constantinople,

and Smyrna,

There were negative reasons, which may have been fully as important
as the positive ones, why influential Jews became tinged with nationalist
sentinent, Certainly their anomalous position in the economic, civie,
and social life of their cities -- their insecure, uncertain position as
half free-, half ghetto-men -- was one in which they did not glory. Ve
may theorize that many of them longed for some security or other: the
security of knowing they and their children need not fear expulsion or
the confiseation of their goods, the security of following an occupetion
without fear of molestation by the Christian bourgeoisie, the security of
feeling that they and the Jewish people and the Jewish religion were 1ot
without prestige and dignity, the security of lmowing they belonged and
their lives were a meaningful part of the life of some collectivity,

41l these forms of security, of course, could be provided in some measure
by a functioning Jewish nation, Perhaps -- I merely suggest it -~ influ=
ential Jews of the seventeenth century dreamed of Jewish nationhood as

an answer to their longing for security, In a world of nationalisms, a
world of religious civil wars that was still attuned to the doctrine of
"euius regio eius religio”, a world that had not yet heard of any prac-
tise so individualistic as assimilation, there seems to me to have been
little for Jewish capktalists to fasten their hopes o n except national-

ism, But, of course, I am again mer ely theorizing,

Let me theorize further and say there may have been an additional

negative reason for uppe r- class Jews'! nationalism -- namely, worry
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over the existence of so many Jewish refugees, with so few places that
would admit them, Certainly, as we have already mentioned (above, p.
84), there were more Jews displaced than there had been at any time

since the Spanish Expulsion and, in addition, there were now far fewer
places able or willing toadmit them, As a consequence, thousands of
Polish and German Jews == so many of them members of the lower classes ==
were crowding into such centers of Jewish wealth as Amsterdam and Ham-
burg, Venice and Leghorn. We have seen (above, p, 89) that in the 1650's
leading Jews of Amsterdam arranged a resetilement project awvay from
Holland for some of their proletarian newcomers, Perhaps this is an
indication the upper-class Jews were worried that a Jewish proletariat
swollen beyond the capacity of the economy to absorb it would be a poten-
tial subversive force in the Jewish community and that, furthermore, the
swollen numbers of the proletariat might arouse the fears of the Christ-
ian burggmasters and cause them -- as, in point of fact, it almost did
(see ebove, p. 86) == to take measures against the Jewish group as a

whole,

As I have indicated sbove, there seems to have been a difference
between the nationalism of upper-class Jews in the sixteenth and the
seventeenth centuries, The expressions of nationalism which I mentioned
(above, pe 99) in the former century.looked toward a strengthening of
Jevry in its traditional, rebbinical fremework, In the seventeenth
certury, howeve r, conditions were different: men were already enter-
ing into the pemumbra of Enlightenment and Emancipation, Jewish
merchant-princes of this century, no matter how great the discrimina-

tion against them, were doing business in a non-Jewish commercial world,



T——

- 104 -

vhose rules and whose system of wvalues were the work of non-Jews, The

Jewish merchant-princes, then, while they may not have been accepted as A
ecuals by their Gentile confreres, were nevertheless drawn toward the

latter's world and constrained ¢ o place high value on its mores and its

standards of preatigo.ml

I do not mean that the Jewish merchant-princes of the seventeenth
century had abandoned Jewish mores and values, As I hinted previously
(above, ppe 93-95), they were ambivalent: they did business after the
non-Jewish fashion eand, more or less, in the non-Jewish world -- and
they seem to have longed to enter this world sociologically as well as
commercially; but religious groups in those days were still corporate
bodies with high wvalls around th em, and the merchant-princes were
forced to remain in the Jewish group -- in faet, to become all-thesmore
devoted leaders in it -- while at the same time carrying in their breasts
non-Jewish hopes and values,

The somewhat non-Jewish cast of mind of the seventeenth-century
merchant princes naturally caused them to set less store by traditional
Judaism than had the upper=-class Jews of the previous century. Soms,
influenced perhaps by non-Jewish deistic thought of the time, inclined
to ratiomlim.152 Others, more important in Jewish history, remained
theists but were infected with antinomianism,

I should like to suggest that uppe r-class antinomianism was an
important element in the Sabbatian sentiment of 1666, In passing, I
should like to say that antinomianism seems to have come increasing ly



into evidence in the years following our period, as Abraham lfiguel
Cardoso, Chiya Chayun, lioses Chaim Iumzzatto, and Eybeschiitz succeeded
one another on the stage -- until at length Emancipation and nineteenth-
century materialism arrived on the scene, overthrew the walls behind
which each religious group had flourished, and rendered passé the ambi-
velence that had been the raison d'etre for upper-class Jewish antinome

ianism,

Wnile it existed, this antinomianism made Jewish life interesting,
v say the least, as a succession of Kabbalistic fads swept over Jewish
commnities throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and gave
rise to nunerous interne€ine quarrels, In an important way, however,
upper-cdess antinomianism may have had en opposite effect as well, that
of a preserver of Jewish unity., In ilestern Europe, where it was strong,
it worked in a sort of symbiotic relationship with lower-class antinom-
ianism, encouraging the latter to develop and to express itself within

the confines of Jewish society,

In Eastern Zurope, on the other hand, Christian society was still
much more feddal then capitalistic, and there was consequently not the
ambivalence nor the equivocal attitude toward Jewish values among upper=-
class Eestern Jews that could be found among influential Jews of, say,
Imsterdam or Venice., Consequently, the antinomian attitudes of lower=-
class Jews in Bastern Burope had a considerably less friendly reception
among Jewish leaders there than was the case with unorthodox notions
rreached by lower-class Jews in the West, Possibly the defections.amens-
from Judaisn among unorthodox sectaries in the East -- the conversions

of followers of Judeh Hasid, the baptisms of Franlt and his adherents,

- | |
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and the fact that Chayun thought of baptism during his sojournms in the
Zest -- were forced on these lower-class Jews and their leaders by the

intransigeance to their ideas of the Jewish authorities,

But I have wandered into the eighteenth century, and I must return
to the seventeenth, in which I belong, Ilet me return by entering a
discussion of lower-class Jewish antinomianism, Quite differemt in
etiology from upper-cllass antinomianieam, it seems to me to have had its
roots in the deepening blealmess of lower=-class Jewish life in the

seventeenth century.

I have spolken at some length of the increasing difficulties the
Christiam bourgeoisie was placing in the way of lower- and middle-class
Jewish tovm dwellers who would lead normal lives, These, of course,

tended to solidify the Jewish group, (See above, pp. 76-87.)

Bqually important, however, were developments that tended to alien
ate the traditional Jewish leaders -- the rabbis and their influential
lay associates -- from the Jewish nmasses, One important such development
was what was apparently a large growth in the Jewish urban proletariat,
due undoubtedly to the sizable growth of some cities during the century
and to the fact, ealready spoken of,(see above, p. 84), that there were
now fewer places open to Jews than there had been. Class distinctions
sean to have becomeé marked: German Jews in Amsterdam did menial work for
weelthy Sephardim, > and in 1674 only three German Jews had accounts in
‘the Exchange Bank while Sephardic capitalists made up bhirteen percent of

all the a-:-.cc‘un‘!:s..154 Soon there was an additional source of trouble, for
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we hear of Polish Jewish newcomers to Amsterdam complaining that the
German Jews were mistreating thm.]'ss

If I may, I should like to summarize -- on the basis of admittedly
insufficient data -~ what factors seem to me to have caused the Jewish
urban lower classes to be disaffected,. To begin near the begimming, our
era was one of capitalist growth, and this growth -- as we have seen --
brought in its wake inflation, Inflation-ridden Christian burghers
sought relief from their ills by attacking their most vulnerable compet-
itors, chief among them the Je'lrs.‘sg!."en thousands of Jews were made home-
less and, as capitalist growth had brought droves of new settlers to the
important cormercial centers, Jews too flocked to these centers, Now,
just as meny Jews had become displaced persons and members of the prolet-
aeriat, so a few other Jews had benefited by capitalist growth and become
larpe merchants, menufacturers, or moneyed men; consequently, the large
cormercial centers were sites of wide class cleavages among Jews, Since,
even in these centers, Christian burghers did not cease to oppose the
Jews, the Jewish community tanded to be isolated from the general life of
the city and withdrewn within itself, with its own civiec organization,
its own maamadim and batey din (see above, p. 94). On account of the

class distinctions within the Jewish community, the rabbis and laymen
who headed Jewlish civic organizations could not simulkaneously serwve the
interests of all classes, but had to choose, I suggest, though on the
basis of little evidence (these matters were seldom documented), that
they generally chose to serve the interests of their closest allies, the
Jewish bourgeoisie, or of the merchant princes and intellectuals, whose
restiveness under traditionalist community discipline they were anxious



to allay. Consequently, I further suggest, the Jewish lower classes in
the capitalistic cities suffered both at the hands of the Gentile bourge-
oisie and at the honds of the constituted Jewish leaders, Perhaps they
resented the Jewish leaders more, for they were closer to them than to
the Christians, Perhaps, too, on this account they became interested in
¥Kebbala -- a study sometimes pursued with fragkly subversive intent, it
and antagonistic to the Talmud of the rabbis, Perhaps on this account

they tended toward antinomianism,

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, then, were a period of
widespread Jewish dissatisfaction with traditional, Talmud Judaisnm,
They were a period, furthermore, of considerable insecurity., If, in
Chapter One, we painted a picture of insecurity in the Gentile world of
the time, then we must realize that the Jews suffered all the uncertain-
ties and doubts that Gentiles suffered, and in addition those peculiar

to their own situation, which we have discussed in the presemt hhapter,

We spoke (above, ppe 15-21) of Christians turning to various forms
of religion to give them the security that society failed to provide,

I should like now to discuss the parallel phenomenon among Jews,

lower-class Jews of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries found
the pgreatest solace in apocalyptist and chiliastic teachings, for it
seems to have been easiest for them to believe that man's govermment of
affairs had failed and God was due to take a hand, Quietistic doctrines
nade little impression on lower-class Jews: thoy were individualistic
(see above, p, 18), and the life of the ghettoized Jews was eminently
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Thus it was that we read of many, in the sixteenth and seventeemth
centuries, who wrote longingly of the day of Divine redemption and of
others -- & surprisingly large mmber -- who were "ntchashvey kitzin"
or who appointed themselves the Jessiah or his precursor. Behind all
their dreams, giving authority to them, stood the Zoher and the other
books of EKabbalistic lore.

Kabbala, quite understandably, enjoyed a great vogue among the
spanish exiles of 1492,1%% Undcubtedly the calamity they had undergomo
contributed to the great popularity of Ascher IAmmlein, a German Jew
living in the environs of Venice, who anncanced himself the precursor
of the Hessigh in 1502.157 We have already spoken (above, Pe 99) of
the movement of those somewhat reluctant collaborators, Reubeni and
liolcho, vho followed LEmmlein by & genamtion.lss Another generation
in the future, Isaac Luria appears to have considered himself a liessian=
ic pmn'.'.'t.u'm:r.m9 and his heir Chaim Vital Calabrese seems to have
ssoribed to himself the dignity of Messiah ben PEPENE

Toward the end of the sixteenth century, the mystics who devoted
themselves to the all-consuming study of The Kabbala spread their
influence from their Lurienic center of Safed and made of Italy a new
home of mystic conventicles.ml Thence Kabbala went out to all of

Burope, all but usurping the place of the Talmd in the batey nidrash, 162

and especially engulfing Poland after the Cossack msmnres.lss Jews

everywhere, believing with the Zohar that God's redemption would begin
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in 1648, did penance as that year approached, The rabbis of Falestine,
with ecircular letters to the Diaspora communities, urged them 011.164 In
one instance, we are told, the excitement of the Jews had tragic
results, as a demonstration of redemption-midded Ashkenazie Jews in
Turkey somehow turned into a riot, in which & number of Jews were killed

65
by the Turks and others axiled.l

The leading Jewish writers spoke longingly of redemption, Joseph

Ibn Verga, in his Shevet Yehuda, prayed for Israel's speedy deliverance, 166

while Samuel Usque resorted to a sort of neo-Platonic theory of history

to show, in his Consolagfio, that redemption was not far off.lo? Hathan

lata Hanover, writing in 1648, called that year the "year of redemption."les

llany were those who actually celcglated, on the basis of Bible,
Talmud, or Zohar, that the apocalypse would soon arrive, Among them were
such men as Isaac Abarbanel (who put it in the first half of the sixteenth
century16® Abrehsn Halevi (who caleulated it would be in 1630)1 0
Solomon Molcho (whose favored date was 1540),171 Isasc Luria (who expected

172

the liessiah in 1575), Isaiah Horowitz and YommTov Lipmann Helle r

(both of whom calculated that the Messianic year would be 1648)17° and
lienasseh ben Israel (who confined himself to saying that redemption was

"very near at ha:mi").174

Vie may understand from the above that the liessianic hope of the
Jews was very widespread in the sixteenth and, especially, in the seven-

tesnth century, It was abetted by the attitude of mumerous Christian

visionaries, who themselves wrote and preached the coming redemption of



the Jews, with or without their conversion to Christianity,l’o

For religious reasons it was only natural that Jews who hoped for a
l'essiah should also dream of a restoration to the Holy lend, The Jews
of Palestine and of the Levant in general were guite poor in the middle
of the seventeenth century: we know that th e Jerusalem commnity was
poverty-stricken and unable even to secure its normal support from the
Diaspora;l 76 the Adrianople shetto was £ilthy,l77 and the inhabitants
were no longer able to male a living because of the intense &conomie
depression,l78 Jews of the Ievent had every reason themselves to look

for redemption,

Vie must not forget, however, that the levant was s $ill an inport-
ant center of commerce for Jews, and we must consider the possibility
that some Jews! hopes for resboration to the Holy land was bound up with
their commerical life, There was precedent for it: when Joseph lasi,
Duke of liaxos, acquired his tracts of land on Iake Tiberias, h e had in J
mind not only that on them should be estsblished a refuge for Jews but
also that they might become an importart silk-growing region, so that
his silk from Tiberias and the silk in Antwerp in which he had en int-

erest might compete with the silk of southern Europe .179

In our time,
many veers after Nasi and his prosperous era, many Jews in the great
ports of the Ottoman Empire -- Smyrne, Aleppo, Cairo, Salonice -- were
moneyc! ingers or moneylenders, customs officials, and agents for inter-
national cormercial houses, 180 gnd thus may reasonably have been expected

to have a business interest in the influx o { Jews to Palestine,
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D, CONCIUSION

Without mentioning Sabbatianism by name, I have been examining in
this chapter the conditions and attitudes of seventeenth-century Jewry
that may have made it listen with respect to the liessianic pretensions
of the chicken-dealer's son from Smyrna, I must emphasize again the

tentative and conjectural nature of many of my conclusions,

In Chapber One I discussed general world conditions in the seven-
tecnth century, I spoke of a world in transtion from bucolic feudalism
to urbanized capitalism, and of the meny stresses that men had to
undergo while the transition vms underway, Jews, of course, had to
talte the same stresses; in addition, they suffered from another disabil-

ity == persecution,

The feudal aristocrecy had, to a great extent, favordd the Jews and
used them, for the Jews were a foreign and therefore dependent group,
and the nature of feudalism required many dependents for each lord, The
rising urban middle classes, for whose wellbeing quite different economic
conditions were required than for the welfare of the lords, were natural
antagonists of the latter, Because of that fact, and because the cent-

ury was fraught with competitivenees and insecurity, the urban bourge-



oisie and the guildsmen's class were sensitive and combative, and they
vented much of their combativeness on the Jews, who they felt contrib-

uted to their insecurity,

For expedient reasons or for political or social advantage, it was
not uncommon for city magistracies and -- inereasingly, as their real
vower waned -- for members of the aristocracy itself to abet the burghers
and craftsmen or to acquiesce when the latter insisted on measures
age.nst Jews., As the seventeenth century succeeded the sixteenth and
the bourgeoisie became more influential, Jews came to be quite generally
rrohibited from practising retail trade or the crafis; in fact, in
places like Italy and Germany where the economy was in the dolidrums,
the extreme step was taken of eliminating Jewish competition by actualiy
fencing Jews off physically from the rest of the community and placing

them in ghettos,

In prosperous centerz of the new commercial capitalism -- such
towns as Amsterdam, Hamburg, leghorn -- the Jewish smaller bourgeoisie
and lower classes were naturally better off. It is not true that they
lived in freedon, as is sometines imagined; on the contrary, they were
subjected to much the same restrictions here as elsewhere, I believe we
may confidently assert, however, that in the prosperous cities the

restrictions were neither as dire nor as stringently enforced.

An additional circumstance, the large-scale influx of poor Jews
into the large centers, may however have tended to lower the status of
lower class and small bourgeois Jews, The seventeenth century vms at
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one and the same time a period of terrible pogroms and expulsions and a 1
period of such economic turmoil and insecurity that very few places had

their doors open to Jewish newcomers, Consequently, it appears from as

much evidence as 1 have found that Jewish refugees in imposing mmbers

crowded into the few centers of commercial capitalism, Although irmige

ration was relatively unrestricted there and there were undoubtedly some
opportunities for employment, it is nevertheless likely that many of the

newcomers found themselves in a sort of rootless, precariously-oxisting

proletariat,

That was the state of mind of the less forturate Jews, the poor and
the nearly-poor? Certainly theoy suffered from the same uncertainties
end insecurities as did their Gentile counterparts, whom we have discussed
in Chapter One, These alone might have sufficed to have rendered them
deeply dissatisfied with conditions as they were, But there was more:
the eternal mistreatment at the hands of Gentile sociely certainly made
these Jews fearful and suspicious of non-jews, A third factor, which I
think has been far too little appreciated, is the likelihood that rela-
tions between classes within the Jewish community were not very good and
that the lower classes resented the upper. I say this with the thought
in mind that, to some extent, the Jewish ruling classes in the cities
very likely tyrennized over the proletariat, in view of the facts That
Jewish community organization (in reaction against the isolation imposed
on Jews by the ovter world) was tightly-lnit and undoubtedly authorit-
arian and that (especially after the Cossack refugees came) there were
lairly wide class cleavages within each Jewish community, It appears to
me, then, that the Jewish small bourgeocis and proletarians, in depressed



and in prosperous localities alike, experienced the most profound insec- !
urity and sense of oppression, and that in all likelihood they longed for 1
a new order, radically different from the one under which they labored,

that would free them {rom the ycke of Gentile society, of the Jewish

ruling classes, and of the many nameless insecurities and fears to which

men of the seventeenth century were prey.

As for Jews of the upper classes, the burgeoning of ecapitalism had
allowed many of them -~ particularly in the centers of Amsterdam,H am-
burg, Venice, leghorn, and Smyrma -- to participate in the cormercial
life of the non-jewish world to an extent unheerd-of in recent cent-
uries, and as a result a sizable number of Jews had a taste of the wmy
of life, the culture, and the values of the wealthier Gentile bourge=-
oisie, It was no more than a taste, however, regardless of how it may

have tantalized the palates of the tasters,

It was no more than a taste because a mmber of serious obstacles
stood in the way of the free entry of Jews into the non-Jewish world,
fhere vas the business obstecle that Jewish capitalists, not being
anon;; the wealthiest people and not being in close social connection
with them, tended to be pushed out of enterprises that were becoming
large and to be confined to the edges of big business, There was the
civic obstacle that, not held full citizens in any European country,
and living in a mercantilistic age, their commercial activities were
sometimes disturbed by unfriendly powers and may -- perhaps -- not have
raceived the same protection from their home country that the activities
of Gentile traders would have had, There wvas the social obstacle that,



in a century in which religious differences were an almost insurmount-
able barrier between groups of men, Jews in any mmmbers could not hope
to make casy friendships with numbers of Christians, no matter how close
the outlook of the former grew to approach that of the latter, Finally,
there was this obstacle: that every rebuff the weslthier Jews suffered
at the hands of the non-Jewish business world turned them ever more
strongly to the Jewish world, and that the persecution suffered by their
poorer brethren had indirectly the same effect on them, so that they
cane to seek within the Jewish world their commercial profits, their

social satsifactions, and their prestipge as leaders,

As I believe 1 have to some extent indicated, the seventeenth-
century Jewish world was subjected to many strains apd stresses, some
common to the society of the time, some more or less peculiar to the
Jewish group, Quite naturally, the Jewish people reacted to the stresses
and the other new conditions of 1life brought on during our century and

the preceding one, and attempted to adjust to changed situations,

The fawt that people now traveled more and were less inclined to
stay rooted to their birthplace (even if they were not expelled from it)
than in past centuries meant that Jews now acquired a cosmopolitan
perspective and sew themselves as members of a world ethno-religious
comnmnity, This fac t, added to the netionalist vogue in Christian
states. helped create the conditions for Jewish nationalism in the
period we are considering, The fact that Jewish entrepreneurs in all
the larze port cities did e great deal of business among themselves

certainly intensified the feeling of particularism and nationalism
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vithin this highly influential group,

The same group, that of the entrepreneurs, felt a certain amount of
ambivalence, due to their working in the non-Jewish business world yet
living in the Jewish religious world, and finding it impossible either
to withdraw into one to the exclusion of the other or to reconcile the
disparate values of the two, Undoubtedly they dreamed of a more normal
life, in which their ambivalence could be resolved,

The Levant was one of the chief areas into which Jewish-operated
comuerce extended, and among the Jews of the Ottoman ports were many
prominent in commerce, In view of the international rivalries that
centered on the Ievant (I spoke of them in Chapter Two), it is not
beyond the realm of probability that Jewish capitalists too cast covet-
ous eyes at the ILevant or part of it, and dreamed of enlarging their

interest in the area,

\ihen we speak of the longing for Zion among Jews of our period, we
of course abandon the conjectural and enter into the realm of certainty,
ile lmow without a doubt that the oppressed and cheerless lower orders of
the Jews were pathetically eager for a restoration to the land of Israel
-- a restoration that would return to them their lost prosperity,.

I "sel we are right in suggesting that, among the many Jewish capit-
alists and cormmunity leaders who also looked toward Zion, there may have
oeen hopes of a somewhat different cast: capitalists may heve expected,
just as Joseph Nasi had expected, that a return to Zion would mean e



commercial boon and opportunity for them, that —- perhaps -- Gaza might
become & rich Jewish port as Aleppo had been a French one and Smyrna was
now a Dutch and English one; furthermore, cormunity leaders, not unlikely
worried over the size and rootlessness and foreignness of the Jewish
proletariat in the great Jewish centers of Amsterdam, H amburg, and
leghorn, mey well have hoped that a new refuge would open soon in the
hostile workd and that poor and discontented Jews could migrate to that
refuge with confidence, The ideal refuge, of course, would be the land

of Israel,

Finally, let me speak of the lower classes and the small bourgeoisie
among the Jews, wherever they were, Like the Gentile poorer people,
they too suffered as the ultimate viclims of inflation, the most helpless
sulferers from the century's exceptionally bloody wars, and the class
nost easily hurt -- and most incomprehensively to itself -- by the
cenflicts of other classes and the not infreguent economic crises
brought on by urbanism and ecapitalism, But the Jews suffered more than
the Gentiles, for all this and more -~ the attacks of mobs, degrading or
cruelly diseriminating laws, expulsionii-- was visited upon their heads,
As an ultimate blow, the lower classes of Jews seem to have felt at
tines -- how frequantly or regularly I do not lmow -- that the Jewish
ruling groups treated them arbitrarily and high-handedly, Small wonder
that these poorer Jews considered who on earth could come to their aid
and sueccor, and were nonplussed; that the deliverance that they passion-
ately prayed for was one created in Heaven mnd brought to them on ihe
wings of & quasi-Divine liessiah, All menkind, it was true, seemed to be

ranged against them; surely, then, this was the time of "chevley lLashiach",



and the Iord would soon come to their aid,

To my mind there was possible in the seventeenth century but one
comprehensive answer to the varied problems of Jewish people, but one
- all=inclusive response to the dreams and yearnings of the different
segments of our people, That answer and response was a llessianism of
precisely the type put forward by the Sabbatianbebs, Sabbatianism
offered nationalism with authoritarian rule to the cammunity leaders;
it dangled the prospect of nationalism with imperialism before the eyes
of the capitalists; it gave the promise of eventual colonization in Zion
to those troubled by Jewish population pressures; to both the restive
poorer Jews and the ambivalent capitalist Jews it offered antinomianism,
e relaxation of the restrictions of Talmud and rabbis; and finally, to
those Jews who were nonplussed and had given up faith in mundane help,
it proclaimed a supernatural liessiah and a neo-Platonic theology aimed
at his apotheosis, No other doctrine that I can think of could have
been so mearly perfectly attuned to the needs and the strivings of the

Jews of the time,

Furthermore, it appears to me that the time when Sabbatimnisn
avpeared was -- give or talke a few years or a decade == the optimm time
for its appearance, Europe, in the Thirty Years'! Var, had just been
scourged as never before or after for several centuries, The Jews had,
in the Comsack massacres, suffered more cruelly perhaps than since Titus

and Hadrian, and Jewish life everywhere had been disrupted, Furthermore,

capitalist activity had become so extensive by then == but hardly before

then -= that the class struggle was a problem in Eurcpe and the ambi-




valence of influential Jews was troublesome, Finally, postal systams had
Jjust been developed to the point that it was now possible for propaganda
to be disseninated from land tc land with enough rapidity for a movement
to become internmational in short order; but cormunications were not yet

perifected svfficiently that wild rumors or cooked-up stories of miracles

could be refuted as easily as they were spread,

Those historians who, following the contemporary chronicler Coenen,
atiribubte Sabbatdl Zevi's influence to personal qualities == his
intelleect, his magnetism, his handsomeness and stature -- are wrapping a
snall truth in a very great deal of silliness, The physical attractive-
ness to which those who saw Sabbatei testified, end a certain presence
which he is said to have possessed certainly must have helped him to
draw a following in such places as Smyrna and febron, where people saw
nim face-to=-face, llo personal characteristies, however, can have helped
in the conversion to his cause of so many European Jews; nor do these
characteristies even explain the transfomation that his movement
vrought in the lives of the Jews of Smyrna, where he lived, These
Smyrna Jews had presumably seen tall and handsome men, even men with
nagnetism, before, without having {its and screaming that God wvams about

to save them,

let me also say that the many historians who look no farther into
the motivatio s of Sabbatians than to call the latter deluded and foolish
are themselves deluded, It isc easy, with the infinite wisdom of our a
posteriori judgment, to call the seventeenth-century Jews victims of a
hoax or of some temporary blindness, and To favor them with condescending
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pity. But it is neitBer fair nor very intelligent to conderm them for
not having reacted to Sabbatai Zevi like nineteenth-century Breslau

professors,

The fact, as it seems to me, is that in the nid-seventeenth -
century a great proportion of the Jewish people were sick of the status
quo and were anxious for a change, ‘/hen an obscure chicken-dealer's son
iron Smyrna announced he was the llessiah, all the groups in Jewry that
had been desirous of change or revolution hurried to hail him as their
leader and to fasten onto him the program of their particular groups
Sabbatai hinself, an unbalanced and indecisive man who seems never to
have had a well thought-out plan, was caught up with dizzying speed in a
novement far toc large and deep for him, ILet us, however, not censure
hinm overmuch for his failure to take effective leadership; since the
lord did not choose at that time to intervene in history in our favor, it
is most unlikely that anyone -- even a lloses -- could have brought our
fathers to the Promised lLand, against what would undoubtedly have been
the opposition of all influential nations. All nations, as I mentioned
above (p. 53 f,), were most jealous of tae "balance of power" and could
not yet cooperate with one another in sincerity, let alone with an

upstart Jewish power,

It wvas a "dog eat dog" era in international relations, and the
Sabbatisn movement was perhaps doomed from the outset, Nevertheless, I
thinl: the Sabbatians have already been reviled enough for their gquixot-
icism and their irrationality, I think it is time we admired them for
their courage in the face of stagrering odds, for the idealism with




which they met The bitter conditions of their lives, and for their

beautiful vision of a hopeful tomorrow,
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