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A DIGEST OF: MYTHIC ELEMENTS AND, THEIR BREAKDOWN IN
THE SHORT STORIES OF AHARON MEGED

There are actually three primary levels to this
thesis. Each level can be the most primary, depending
upon the point of view of the reader. From a literary
point of view, the most primary feature of the thesis
is that it is a literary analysis of some of Aharon
Meged's short stories. From his first collection of
short stories,(1950) 282z 073, I have analyzed the
stories "aayon" ,"eYoan Yhar" and LBy = o 1~ & O b~ = L S

and from Meged's second collection, (1955) cs=zr “ga=v s

Mapazt ,"%¥aq apyz npyzv 2nd navtnky o nane o T have
chosen to analyze these stories because I feel they exemplify
quite well the theme of my thesis -~ mythic elements and
their breakdown. From a sociological point of view,
the development of this theme would appear to be the
thesis' most primary feature. Our analysis of the stories
in gs=+ ny9 will bring out the fact that Meged has
certain romantic, indeed, even mythic notions concerning
the ¥39SY RI3TYIARS 4n'N200 ,T12Yan . However, our

analysis of the stories in p¥s2n Yxar® will point to

a breakdown, or disillusionment, with these mythic notions.

I show that there are sociological reasons for the develop-
ment of these mythic elements in Meged's literature,

as well as sociological reasons for his change in perspective
upon them.

The third feature of the thesis is the fact that



it was written in Hebrew. From 2 linguistic point of

view, this is most important. I wanted to lesrn, first
hand, the problems of writing literature in a new language.
I wanted to learn more than just "about Hebrew Literaturej;"
I wanted to learn how to write in Hebrew., Because this
thesis has truly been a linguistic experience, it seems
appropriate to end the digest with the words Meged used

to describe his feelings about writing in the Hebrew

lnaguage.

»+s every sentence being formed... is composed
of words that echo times past, but in structure
and flavoris a new born being, lacking the
polish and feel of something that has been

used before. Forming such sentences is a
pleasurable yet unfulfilling experience at

one and the same time. (“Some Problems of

New.  Israeli Writing." Midstream, Vol. XVII,
No. 3' March 19?1- Pe 22)
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"Mythology is inevitable;’ it is natural, it
an inherent necessity of language, if we
recognize in language the outward form and
manifestation of thought; it is in fact the dark
shadow which language throws upon thought, and
which can never disappear till language becomes
entirely commensurate with thought, which it
never will. Mythology, no doubt, breaks out
more fiercely during the early periods of the
history of human thought, but it never disappears
altogether... Again and again,... myth receives
new life and wealth from language, as language
does from myth. And this constant interaction and
interpenetration attests the unity of the mental



principle from which both are sprung, and of
which they are simply different expresaiona.
different manifestations and grades".

A¥910 P17 NII%K 0IN'DA NINNINAY 0Y1I3I2 11K L,AYKA oYRupan
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1"Some Problems Of New Israeli Writers"

+es Its main protagonists are no longer
Rabbis, shopkeepers, holy men, scholars,
*luftmenschen”, but workers, farmers, settlers,
soldiers; and the background is mostly rural
than urban...the fundamental transfiguration
it has gone through is in the way of drawing
from a different "myth”. While the former two
or three generations of Hebrew literature
whose roots were in the Diaspora, drew from
the "myth" of the “"people", the present one
is drawing from the myth of the "land". Or
to put it more precisely, the shift has
taken place from the myth of a "People in
search of a Land" to "a Land in search of a
People"., 3
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"Myths treat of origins but derive from
transitions ... Myths relate how one state
of affairs become becomes anothert ...
Myths are "Liminal" phenomena: they are
frequently told at a time or in a site
thdt 1is "betwixt and between".
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The mythology of a nation is the
jntelligible mask of that enigma called
the "national character". Through myths
the psychology and world view of our
cultural ancestors are transmitted to
modern descandents, in such a way and with
such power that our perception of
contemporary reality and our ability to
function in the world are directly, often
tragically affected.®
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1Myth & Symbol

The myth does not describe what ought to be
done;s it expresses what must be done. Thr
rhythms and outcomes of biology and climate
are both amoral and none logical, akthough
they have form and order. To gain power, the
participant in ritual or the believer in

myth (who inactas its episodes in imagination

by identification with its characters) must
perform or feign to pprform, in act or in
fantasy, deeds of murder, csnnibalism,
idoltary, or incest, since the generative
processes of inner and outer nature are most
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directly expressed in such behaviour.

Liminal symbolism seek both in its ritual and
mythic expression, abounds in direct or
figurative transgrations of the moral codes
that hold good in secular life"2l

Ti12¥Y Y naraxs a'tlann ciavz ay 91 MIaTiar Tl L,12
31axY 7108 aOr (8 ,minoa 93% ,3p 121Y invae2 nnaocaY yins
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+ DK
AR Xp3z NPT YELD DINBA 20T AKX AT RT11T 018 11319712
(liminal stage)‘:l:‘;n 29720 3012 XI0 .N1BY07 TI07
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eesisS.s. neither here nor there but in limbo.
The individual initiand is no longer the
incumbent of a culturally defined social
position or status but has not yet become
the incumbent of another. If a whole social
group is in ritual transition, there is
frequently an annulment or invalidation of
the distinctive arrangement of specialized
and mutually dependent positions that composed
its preritual structure; nor as yet has its
postritual structure been anticipated. The
protracted liminal periods found to be
marked by collective rites in preliterate
societies are not without structure; rather
there is 2 simplification and generalization
of structure. The complexities of stratifi-
cation and segmentation are replaced by
dyadic oppositions of instructors and
ingtructeds the interstructural situation

often may also be an instructional situation.
Initiators collectively confront initiands,
and among the initiands there is usually
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complete equality of status. Preritual
distinctions of kinship, wealth, rank,
or age are temporarily invalidated. 22
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to any work which envisions a withdrawal from ordinary
life to a place apart, close to the elemental

rhythms of nature, where a,pan achieves a

new perspective on life...
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1. Meged, Aharon, "Some Problems of New Ilsraeli Writing,"
Midstream, Vol., XVII, No., 3 (March, 1971), p. 21,

2, Casgsirer, Ernst, Language and Myth, frans. Susanne
K. Langer, (New York, Dover Publlcations Inc., 1946),

PP 5897

3. %eged,"Some Problems of New Israeli Writing," Midstream,
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