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The followin~ project began as a reaction to the ~eneral fail­

ures of the conventional weekend religious schoors ability to ade­

quately impart content and commitment during the two to three hours 

alloted to it. When this idea was conceived it was hoped that it 

would serve as a pilot project in order to test the possibilities 

of a child-centered weekend camp program,rather than a subject­

centered school program which, all too often, owes its lack of 

succees to its being merely a continuation of the weekday public 

school. 

The project began to take shape during the summer of 1968 with 

my presenting the idea of a weekly Sunday camp session to the board 

of my Bi-weekly student pulpit in Hamilton, Ohio (Bene Israel). The 

innovation met with a great deal of enthusiasm due to the singular 

lack of success of their preceding few years of religious school 

(enrollment had dropped off sharply to approximately 20 students.) 

I explained that there would be an attempt to adapt many of the 

more successful techniques of the Jewish day camp to a Sund~y morn­

ing session in the place or the traditional religious school. There 

would be an attempt to impart Jewish content on a the~atic basis. 

(See below for the complete schedule of projected themes.) The p~r­

ticular theme for the morning, e.g., the Exodus from Egypt, would 

provide the focal point of all activities for the campers. The 

·themes would progress each week on a general chronological basis. 

In this manner there would be a conscious attempt to sneak in as 

much content through th~ back-door as would be possible through 

the camp diseussion groups, arts and crafts projects, creative 

song sessions, etc. The board gave me the authority to proceed with 

the project. 
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B~fore I left the meeting I pointed out to the board that, if 

this project were to have · any chance . to succeed, we would require 

as good a staff as eur budget would allow, Since the congregation 

had previously paid bottom dollar to its teaching staff ($5-6/sess­

ion), I recommended that they double that figure and include tra­

vil expenses as well, To my pleasant surprise they agreed, 

Next, I set out to hire a staff of camp couns~lors ( the term 

"teacher"· was purposely avoided throughout thi, exp"riment · in order 

te aid in creating a different atmosphere than that which was con­

comitant with the cencept ef religious school,) The general qu8li­

ties which I hoped to find for my staff in order of i~portance were: 

a pesitively healthy Jewish commitment, sufficient camp experience 

and skills, adequate formal Jewish trainning, teaching experience, 

creativity as well as the desire to have fun, I succeeded in hiring 

tw• first year rabbinical students from H.U.C. in Cincinnati, After 

three luncheon staff meetings we were prepared t~ begin, I wrote 

the following letter to the congregation at large in the Temple 

bulletin: • -·-
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Tlrn year bet_::innin~ October, 1968 and endin~ Nay, 1969 ,-rill be one 
of creative iru1ovation for religious education at Temple Bene Irracl of 
HamiL:on, Ohio. 'l'hera • .. ;ill be no "Religious School" in the uc::ept.ed 
n:eani,1g of the term which includes teachers, pupils, scheduled classes, 
i;rades, ho1;1 ework ---alJ ,dedicated to the impar.ting of Soo!1-to-bc for­
gotten f"'ccual material. Instead of "Religious School" there ;-rill be a 
"Rcli r; ious Camp" composed of campers I counselors, and camp atrno.'.lphere-­
all dedicated. to a love of one's Jewish heritage and its tro.ditions, and 
a sense of healthy pride in one's Jewish identity. , 

A camp settin:; has proven itself to be an ideal atmosphere in which 
to realize both pedagogic and psychologic objectives. Through partici­
pation in a small group structure which aims as providing for maximum 
growth and c!evalopment, based on t~e individual heeds of each cam:r6r as 
well as the collective needs of the group, the camper can experienc~ his 
sense of Jewishness with great satisfaction and enjoyment, · 

The Jr ogram will be child-centered, utilizing the latest education­
al techniques of t2am-teaching, in which each child uilJ: be exposed to 
the strengths of each counselor. It is our belief that every exJ:Eri'encL 
in which a camJ:Er participates is a learning one. It will, therefore, 
be our responsibility to program well-rounded activities geared to awa­
kening the creativity inherent in each child while providing an outlet• 
for its Jewish expression, Such a program must include creative arts 
and crafts, creative dramatics, spirited singing and dancing, and a 
great deal of relevant lively discussion relating to Jewish themes, 

.l<.:iach week's programming will revolve around a Jl['ticular theme 
drawn from the broad sweep of Jewish history. Throughout the thousands 
of years of the experience of our people there have been certain moment~ 
and JE riods of' lasting importance. He have selected several of these · 
ranging fro.a the Creation story to modern day American Jewish life. 
Ea.ch individual camper will be rarticipating in the same theme as every_ 
other camper. Yet each camper will participate on the leveL of his own 
ability and interest • 

.A typical S,J.nday morning program will be a.'s follows: 
10:80 a.m. --- Group singing . 
10:30 - 10:50 Group Current Jewish Events discussion 
10: 50 - 11: 20 Indi victual groups ir esented 111'eelcly theme 

(for exaJirole: The Exodus) by its counselor 
(Counselors rotate weekly) 

./· 11:20 - 11:45 Free choic'e for cam}:Ers from theme-related 
activities: arts and crafts, dramaticp, · 
discussion group, etc. etc. 

11:45 - 12 noon Religious service with campeD :rarticipa­
Uon 

It is the overall philosophy of this .camp that individual autonomy 
is sacred. The individual child must be allowed the greatest degree of 
creative activity within a well- structured program. The Jewl.sh child 
who is :1appy and creative in his Judaism will most lik8ly bacomo a 
heal thy anrl responsible adult Jew. . . 

Ours will be the uni4ue opportunity to pursue enthusiast:i.callv th:iS 
hiGh ideal. Should this experit1cnt in Jei·rish reH.giou.s educaticn be 
successf"ul, then Temple Bene Israel uill have mada a far-rea~hing con­
tribution to American Jewish Life. The only alternative - seem~ to b'.'.l, 
as in the past, more of the same. . 

'l'he staff and I look foruard to meeting with those interested in 
thJ.s project at the pi.l'I'ent-teacher 'Deetjng prior to the opening sess:l,,on 
of camp (the date will be anno:mced.) four sugges-tions and comments • · ' 
will always be welco!lled and cons.idered seriously. · · · 

To a warmly Jewish camp year, Bernie King 
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The projected schedule of themes for the camp year 1968-69: 

Oot.6 
Oot.13 
Oet.20 
Oct .2Ti 

Nc>V,3 

Nov.IO 
Nov.I? 
NoY ,24 , 

Dee.8 
Dee.I5 
Jan.!) 
Jntt.I2 
Jan.19 
Jan.26 
Feb.2 
Feb.9 
Feb.I6 
Feb.23 
Mar.2 
Mar.9 
Mar.I6 
Mar.23 
Mar.30 
Apr.13 
Apr.2O 
Ar,r.2? 
May''­
May II 
May 18 

Sucoot 
Simhat Torah 
Cr~ation Story 
Noah's Ark 
Akedal:'1 

Jae0b & Eseu 
Joseph in ECJpt 
Moses, liberat~~ and leader 
Sinai R~ve latiQn 
Honukah 
Solomon 11nd the T~mple 
Amos and prophetic thought 
Bill Cosby's Jonah 
Masada 

Tll Bish'vat 
Pirke Avot and the Rabbis 
Moses Maimonides 
Golden Age in Spain 
1492 in Jewish History 
Purim 
Baal Shem Tov and Hasidiem 
19th Century Jewinh Civil Ri~hts 
Faasover 
Th$ Holocaust 
St'lte or Israel 
The Jewish Community 
The Development or th~ Synagogue 
Modern Jewish Problem:Narcoties 
Jewiehne!ia is Beauti!ul 
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We were all prepared to begin when the most serious of a series 

ef setbacks occurred. Three families had decided to drop their mem­

bership from our congregation and t• remove, as well, their eight 

children ( I was assured that their decision had nothing to do with 

our project, but was the result of negative experiences which had 

occurred in the religious school during the past year.) As a result 

our tetal tnrollment for the camp was a high of six children, All 

hopes for an adequate pilot project were dashed, yet, we were deter­

mined t• proceed as best we could. our six campers ranged in age 

from 12 te 15 ( I2year old girl, two I3year eld girls, I4year old 

boy, I5ye~r old girl and boy,) Hardly a group of sufficient size 

by which the project's success,or lack there of, could be deter­

mined, 

One ef my tw• hired staff found other employment which left ene 

other staff member besides myself, Both of us attempted to impli­

ment our camp program which waste last, with varying degrees of 

success,until the beginning of January at which time we decided 

that, under the circumstances, it wculd be preferable to return te 

the more conventional classroom, subject-oriented religious school, 

During the three months of the project's existence, its impli­

mentation followed generally these lines: the campers would arrive 

in the temple's large secial hall at IO •'clock dressed informally, 

eRch with his er her sweatshirt with varying emblems ( the stRff 

was likewise attired~ There would fellow approximately 30-45 min­

utes of learning Jewish camp songs accompanied on pian• ( later by 

~uitar when we learned that ene •four campers was proficient en 

this instrument.) The group would then proceed t• compose a song 
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relating directly ts the theme which was selected for that morning. 

The lyrics and music were truly a combined effort ef campers and 

staff. There were indeed moments of pride and a sense of accomplish­

ment on the parts er both campers and counselors, This creative 

venture usually was preceded·~by a brier 15-30 minute group discussion 

which I led 6n the theme of the week. The group then broke up int• 

twe sections based upon age. My fellew staff member took charge of 

the three y•unger campers while I was responsible for the three 

older teenager& ( the "confirmation class 11
·.) The younger group pro­

ceded te engage itself in a creative arts and crafts, drama, etc., 

venture related to the weekly theme. For example, a socie-drama 

(emphasis upon drama rather than socio) recounting Joseph's exper­

ience upon reuniting with his brethers and father in Egypt was or 

exceptional &uccess in involving ·the children emotionally in the 

powerful biblical account. Homework was assigned to this group in 

preparation for their, following weeks creative ventures ,or as a 

reinforcement to the previous week's experience. The older i.ection, 

under my guidance, delivered two book-reports on contemporary 

Jewish novels of their choosing as well as preparing 5 minute reports 

on the weekly theme to be presented to the group in a seminar-type 

lecture. The two sections would come together for a concluding 

worship service (either directly out of the U,P,B. er with creative 

variations dependent upon the campers wishes.) 

By way ef attempting an evaluation ef these three months, a few 

points need to be made as a preface. First, as previously noted, 

the numerical ratio of campers was, in my opinion, too small to 

allow for this experience te be generalized upon as a successful 
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pilot project. A more adequate experiment needs to be made. Second, 

with respect tB the attitude of the six campers themselves towards 

the project requires special mention. Due to their experiences with 

the religious school during the previous years, the children began 

with a highly skeptical attitude. The first weeks were, in feet, 

largely spent in various attempts to counter their preconceptions. 

This we were never completely able to accomplish. I do believe, 

however, that we experienced sufficient success with respect to 

our overall goals that a weekend camp (eith~r weekly or on a monthly 

basis) be attempted under more advantageous circumstances. 
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Appendix 

The following material has been culled from the program of a 

local Jewish day camp, and provides an eYcellent example of the 

type ef material which is readily adapt~ble to a Sunday morning 

religious camp. 
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UNIT #1 - WEEK #1 - NOAH ARJ.: 

A. Knowledges 

BACKGROUND: Biblical figure of the tenth generation From Adam, and father of 

Shem, Ham and Japheth. The only righteous man of his generation, 

Noah was commanded by God to build an ark in which to save himself 

and his family during the flood brought upon the world because of the 

moral corruption. Noah took into the ark his family and several of 

each kind of animal. The ark floated for 150 days and finally rested 

on Mount Ararat. Noah thus was the savior of mankind, and the 

second father of the peoples of the world. This story is one of the 

famous folk-like stories of the Bible found in Genesis. 

The following is an example of a counselor's use and understanding 

of the story for teaching purposes: 

The story of Noah and the flood was a widespread popular myth in the 

ancient Near East. The account which is found in the Bible is the 

Jewish version. While surely fictional, a significant moral lesso·n 

is taught. Noah symbolizes righteous man, The ark represents a 

just and compassionate world. The animals signify both man's 

dependency on animals for sustenance as well as the Jews recognition 

that all living things must be respected and cared for. 

Questions for discussion: 

1 . Is this story true? 

2. If untrue, is there still a message for us in it? 

3, Why was there a flood (what does it symbolize)? 

4. Why was Noah saved? 

5. What does the story tell us about ourselves ·~ 
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Unit #2 - Week 2 - Moses and the E."<odus 

A. Kno·.~lec:gea 

3ACKGR0UND: Hoses: IJne of the gre ... te;:;t Hbli::d figures - beti::er known, b s,:ime 

circles, as Masheh Rabbenu (Hoses our teache:r). He is credite:! 1•:ith 

beir.g a servant of God, Lawgiver, Liberator, and ~,older of the p1.?ople 

of Israel. }!e was born to A:nram and Jochebed, !ievites, during the 

period whe11, acr.ording to Pharaoh 'e edict, all ne11ly bor!l Hebrei. . 

male children had to be slain. Left adrift on the Wqters of the Nile, 

he was found by Pharaoh's daughter and waa hcu~ofcrtn·re6red and 

educated in the King's court. As a grown man he 6efended the Xebrew 

slaves. He once killed an Egyptian task-master for striking a Hebrew 

slave, an act which forced him to flee to Hidian. There he lived as 

a shephard, and married Zipporah, the daughter of the Midianite prie~t· 

Jethro. 

The Bible tells us that while ~bses was ten:!ing his flock in the 

desert, God spoke to him from a burniug bush ·, commissioning him 

to f-ree the Hebrews from the bondage of Egypt. Joined by his elder 

brother Aaron, Moses appeared before Pharaoh derr.anding the release of 

his people. According to tile Bible, Phcraoh broke his repeated 

promises to free the Israelites, and God thereupon ser.t ''ten plagues 

on Egypt. '1.'he people were fin;illy freed and Moses too!< them out of 

Egypt, miraculously crossing the Red Sea. The story of the departure 

of the Israelites from Egypt is contained in the Book of Exodus. 

Some scholars think that the Exodus took place ai:Jout the miodle of 

the 13th cer.tury b.c.c., though tradition gives a date t;-10 centurif:s 

earlier. 

The Exodus, which marks the birth of the Hebrew r.ation, together wi.th 

the prior enslavement in Egypt, is considered by w.cst P.~ th~ gre8test 

event in a.:.~cient Jewis11 history, to •·1hich constnnt referer.ce fa made 
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in the Bible and in Jewish Uturgy. Pass:iver celeor'ltes th:::.s e·,,~n-:: 

of fre.:?dorr from bond;;.ge. 

8. Projects 

1. construct miniature pyramidG 

.,, • each group will select a tribal symbol 
and ccnstru::t;: lacge replica of it. 

3. each careper will m~ke a small tribal svmbol 
in the form of a piD, arm band or belt: 

4. Make appropriate tribal costumes 

5. Prepc:.re place-nam,~ signs for ThUIGday 

C. Special Activities 

1. Thursday: all all camp steal the flag meet 
Egyptrans vs. Israelites. 

2. Friday: An Exodus parade lround pool area 

3. Friday: A play, ''i"ne E:rn.:hs Survivors Hold a 
Convention''. 

4, A boat ride on the Ohio? 

The twelve tribes and their symbols: 1 Judah - the lion 

2. Issachar - the donkey 3, Zebulun - obip ~. Reuben -

an almond blossom 5. Simeon - a sword 6. Gad - tents 

7. Ephraim - a bull 8. M'!n.;.c;,1eh - a unicorn 9. Benjam:Lr. -

a woJ f 10. Dan - a serppent 11. Asher - an olver tree 

12. Naphtali - a female deer. 
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Unit f,l:J Fde}: #J Mosoi!, Sinai ~+ tr..::i Wilderne;:;s 

A. Knm~·].edgeG 

.RACICGROUND; After e!:;caping from Egypt, the Israelites journied to 

Mount Sinai. The Bi.ble tells us th.,,t God, at Mo-:.int 

Sinai, renea.led Himself to Mos6.S and tile people, and 

amidst thun;cr and ligh·,:;nL1g, the Isr-aeli "Ses rece:~ ved 

the Ten COir.mandments. 

Moses is saicl to have spent for-~y days and nights on Mt. 

Sinai receiving the Thorah. T011ard the end of that 

time the Israelites persuaded Aaron to make a golden 

calf, bacause Mo:Jes was delayed 0:1 the Mount (he was 

supposed to have descended after six days, but re-­

mained forty days) • 

It, · is .saiq. (.i.::1 ;.:.he M:Ldrn.sh) t;ha-:.. Aaron built the gold­

en calf for two reasons, First, he was afraid that 

the people might kill him if he refused, Second, he 

thought that by his agre~ing, but inJisting on doing it 
him.:;elf, 

he could stall the people fron pursu.i:ng such worsh::.p, 

He though-o that it would ta'.rn h~.m a long time to 

complete the task giving Hoses time to descend. The c2.~d' 

was finished before Moses came dol'm.. 

Dea cendi,\g T.Ji·1; , Sj_na:j., Moses found the Israelites de..ncing 

around the golden calf. L1 disappointment he brcke the 

table-;ts, '£he L0rd wa11tf1d to destroy the people 1 but on 

the plea of fbsos in the:i.r b0half, God forgave them. 

Moses again spent forty dars and nit1t:, on Maunt Si-9.ni. 

to prepare m::w tablGts of th:') law. 
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B. Project~ 

1. Build a large ark of the J.aw 

2. C'.:'m " :r~1ct a "goldcn 11 r.alf - or paint the sc::ms 

of the event at S:in-?.L 

3. lfo.ke la~·ge and or individual tablets of the 

Commandments. 

4 , Con,,;truct large r8pJ.ica of :Mount Sinai with 

5. 

6, 

Mr;.aes 1 tablets and pec;,lt=: arot•nd •. 

Make up a :-~dt around the 5'tOry of the p&ople 

vr-s. tfioses. 

Make a paste-up picture rlisplay from magazines 

and newspapers on hew commands .s.re broken or 

observed today. 

C. Special activitie~ 

1. Fride.y: inter-camp brotherfood lunch (?) 

2. !i'r:t:::.ay: presentation of ski ts a::d displays. 



Unit #4 - Week #4 - The Temple 

A. Knowledge 

Jewish life i:.1 .:=.nci-2;;·t tir:v->;. 
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Heb:cew term meaning r,.1ncti.:a:::-y, a_r,pHed to -r'.1e Holy Temple in 

,Jerusa.lem wM.ch wa;; the spi:ritual ,,nd religious center of Jewfrh life 

in a.ncient t:i.meG. 't'he::re uere t,~o Temple~ in the cour~e of over one 

tho1Jsand yea:,:-s cf Jew:i.sh h:.r.tory. Th0 First Temple, built by King 

Solomon, stood over 400 years and w::1s destroyed by the Babyloni::1ns 

in 586 c.c.e. The Second Temple, built about 70 years later by the 

returned ,Jewish deportees from Babylonia, wi::s d')stroyed by the Roman 

general Titus about 70 c.e. The Temple, a masterful structure, built 

out of f-.ceestone, was situated en the site of the sacred Mount Moriah_. 

opposite the Mount of Olives. It had two ms.,io::::- divisions, the outer 

sanctue.ry or the Holy Place, and thei.,nei· sanctuary or the Holy of 

Holies. ?he Holy Place, to which only the ~ri;sts were admitted, 

contained the altar of incense; the table of the shewbrea:l (Lehem ha-­

Panim), and the Menorah (candelabrum), The Holy of Holies, which only 

the High Prie$t was permitted to e~ter, and then only on Yorn tippur, 

houses the Ark of the Covenant in the First Temple. In the Second, 

because the Ark had been lost, its place was taken by what is 1rnown 

in tradition ns the Even Sh<:?tiy.:.h or Foundation Stone. The Te>mp:!.e 

was surrounded by a large court where the sacrifical altar and other 

utensils were located and wh.i.ch \J?..'.l divided into three rr.ajcr si;ction.; 

as assembly places for men, women, and priests, separately. '::he 

Temple, adminictered by the High Priest, h:s assisti::nt and otter 

functionaries, was supported tl1ronsh popular taxation and through 

special gifts, It was bnth the duty and privilege of every Jew in th'.! 

hmd to vj_sit that Teir.ple and take part in the public services three 
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times a year, on Shavuot, Sukkot, and especially on Passover, when 

men, worr.t'::'. r.n.5 c~1il:r,2n from al: _part-J of ti,2 l,m;, made their holy 

pilgrimag;; t.-.- ·be c,J r/ of Je:cusale,1 to p::rt;dpatE ~.~ the gen:eral 

festiv:;.t5.es, :;.;;-1 tr; :•,.-i.ng ·cheir :-:1--:ri:f.i_,:,;3, :ioth a;:i_im:;l and vegei:ab~.e 

to -::he Templ'! wi,e:.:-E ;;-:eci?.]_ :rit11aJ.s we:r,; co11.d:.i<:ted by the Kohar.im 

(priests) ar,c t 1
• 0 i.-?v:i:-~es. 

Tb2 Sec':)ncl 'i'c;mp.le -..,:;.") cen::,.2,oled .::b:mt :i,,) c. 8. Thee:~ the Sa:1hecrin 

( Jewfoh High Court) wa.s hou,3ed as ~iell as a nu!f.ber of. houses of 

study. After the dei;-::ru!"',.~,rn of the Te:l'_pl., by thia !:omans, its 

remair.s gradually tlisr,ppe:ired, except for or;e wall, belfoved to be 

the western wall of the Temple, no1~ known as tl:e !•!ai].ing _;~g, a 

traditior.al place of prayer for Jewish pilgrims. The Mosque of Omar, 

erected in the seventh cef,t;.u-y, now stands on the site of the Temple. 
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B. Projects 

1. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

make biblical instruments used at ~emple 

makl) :::osturr.es of PriE.;·':s and LevL-Js 

construct large replica of Temple 

ma.ke individual mcdels of Temple 

construct large or small moaels of ancient 
menorah us~d in the Temple 

pc:int a scene of TP.mple il'orship 

collect nature sacrifices or make model 
aniir.aJ. s;;crifices 

C. Special Activities 

1. Wednesday: there will be an overnight 

2. Wednesday evening we will have a mock 
sacrificial Temple service around the campfire 

3. Friday: presentation and display of projects 

iostuir.es


Unit #5 - Week #5 - Maccabees 

A. Knowledges 

(17) 

Background: The Hasmonean dynasty was founded in Judea in the middle of the 

second century b.c.e. Matthathias acsisted by his five sons, 

Etarted a revolt against the despotic ruler of Judea, the Syrian Kir.t 

Antiochus. Following the death of Matthathias, Judas Maccabeus 

( Judah the !laccabee) led the war of independence which ended in a 

Maccabean victory and the rededication of the Temple .in 165 b.c.e. 

The Maccabean dynasty lasted for aJout 120 yearo, until J~dea fell 

under Roman rule. The word Maccabee has come to mean patriotic hero. 

The holiday of Hanukkah grew out of the Maccabean experience. It is 

called the '·feast of Lights ' or feast of Dedication It 

commemorates the Maccabean victory over the Syrians. 
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B. Projects 

1. make maccabean costumes 

2. make Hanukan menorahs 

3. make mogen davids - Jewish starts - in the 
form of necklaces, pins, brc.celet:=:, armband 
or belt buckles 

4. make Syrian-Greek or Roman costumes - togas, e'.:c. 

C, Special Activities 

1. Th=sday: a Maccabea - an all camp Qlympics 
with each group representing a different 
Jewish nationality. 

2, Friday: a play, Marching with Mattathias 



Unit //6- \'ieek //6 Has.Ldis;;i 

A. KnoNler.ges 

(.L9) 

Backgroul:}~_: A religirmd movemint which originated &lllong the Jei-r~ :-f 

Poland in th(~ 18th cantury, .:md duril:g the followtng 

t.wo centuries affected almost half of world Je\\Ty. L:=: 

adherents were then caJ.l.ed and still are 1<:no:m as H.'l.si- . 

dir."i{ si11gular, Hasid:-_picus), 

Hasidism came about of a number of factors, scme of 

which were: l)The spiritual and economic depression 

resulting from the Cossack nassacres in the 17th cen­

tury; 2) The· frustration among the Jewish masses re­

sulting from the collapse of the messianic movemen~ 

initiated by Shabbetai Tzevi; 3 )Talmudic scholarshj_p 

and the intellectualism of the Ta::.mudist was inc1.c:ce1:-,:., 

sible, incomprehensible : and unsatinfying to the Jei; .• 

ish masGes were ready to accept mystic teaching.s that 

wculd assure them of new hope, promise of happ:.ness a!ld 

closeness to God. 

Thr founder of Hasidism was Israel Baal Shem Tov c~ t-he 

Besht as hE! was popularly called. Starting as a Kab­

balist and miracle worker, the Besht began tc, pr.ca.~h ;i_ 

livL1 g faith in which the ordinary indi'lidual fou.:1d 

and a way to a.pproach Gcd, He ta•1ght that sincer:- d.e, 

votion, 7-~al and heartfelt prayara a~e mora acceptabl3 

to God thR..n grBat learning: and that Ha can best be 

served through cleep-:,eatnd :loy rather th&n soJ.emnit;· 

and intellectualism. 



Ti1e Hasidic movem1mt i:;preaci rapidly, ccmtinu::.n;:; ·:·,o ;:,raw 

~,ft<::r tiw death of the Bcsht. uo.r:.e .'· r~i:-w l-:·a.d•n·s. U"'.\C'.F 

tha guidanca of Rabbi Bear cf ~!:ese;·itz: the }:s~id.'..m be -

gan t,o look upon the: Ha.sidic "rebhe, :; called t~E! 

I':rnddik (righteous mG.n), ci.E a.lmcst the -:.nte!'I!le:Ue.-r, 

betwi:;an Gc:d and man. Dynasties of Tzac'..diki,.t .,r?.re eE i;-,rn­

lishE;d, each Tzaddik havir!g his own en,~huia.'!tic c},d 

devoted followers. 

As the Hasidic movement grew, the Talmuci:i.. sts ~egan t-, .~_ . 

oppooe and even persecute the Hasidin. They were · - · 

called Mitnagdim (opponents) and in Lithuania the 

great Talmudiat Elijah, known as the Gaon of Vilna, 

issued a ban against tne Hasidi:n and synagogues -.2::;­

tablished by them. It would seem that misguided e~­

thusiai,m led a number of t,he Hasidiu to violate some 

basic religious precepts, The pgrsecutoon of the 

He.sidim by the Mitnagdim led. ·i;hera to seek the ir:;tor­

vention of the governm"'nt. '...'he liasidic teacher, Ra.bi::Ji 

Shi1eour Zalm:m, was :1.mpr::.sor!eci t,i'ice, but afrer L1-

vestigations by government officiaJ.s th2 Hasidic -9ect 

was g:J.cen f 11ll freedom. However, the opposit:i.vn con~ 

tinued and for man1• ye.ar8 there was no intsm<1r~·i~se 

betw9en Mit.nagd:i.m and Hc1.,:;ic'j_m. Later the r·ift c:~­
m:i.,1ished; c.nd 0U1er is.Jues becdll?e import.:i?:"lt; in ;re'l'r5.-:;1! 

life, 311.ch as the He.skaJ.ah (enli_:;ht.ermiin-c) ::i0ve:,1.,-,-:; c:-J: 

th~ 19th century whic~1 w.s.s feJ. t £<9 a thre i t :;c ':,b 

teachings e.nd beliefs o!' '.),.,th the Mhnageim anc.. t}:~ ·. 

Ha.sidim. 



H.?.sid:i.or1, although still pt.e.c:t-~_c,~l' . . h-,s J.o.:,t it11 ;::ig:1-
m.figan•J,? 

as a ma~-s m)V<nna::i.t, eYen tr:oug~! iti r.:::rrnw0d -,_,.::r,:ir -i.: 

exp1•0ssecl in the life of numerous S1maller groups. The 

!fasidim modified the ritual by adcpting some elements 

u.sed by the Spanish J~wf-, and to this d'l.y Mitnagdim 11.s"' 

th~ Ashkenazic {German) or Polish rite, while the 

Hasidim use a modified form of the Sephardic (Spanish) 

in their 8ervices. 



i3. Projer,ts 

l. rtake pa.yot - s~_de -~url3 

2. riake beards 

3, Skull caps 

4. Hasidic hats and coats 

5" Make mezuze.hs 

6. Make Torah scrolls 

c. Special activities 

1. Friday: a carnival in Ghlem (prepare 

Thursday) 

2. Wednesday: an overnigt 



Unit #7 - Week 117 Israel 

A. Knowledges 

(23 i 

BaGkg1•bu:nd: : .THe Jewish republic named Israel was establishflri on M;,v • 

14, 1948 as a result of the decision of the United Na­

tions to partition Palestine into a Jewish and an Arat• 

state. When Great Britain gave up its mandate over 

Palestine, Jewish authorities, Headed by David Ben­

Gurion1 issued in solemn assembly the Procl~~atoun of 

the State of Israel. The Arab natoins, opposing the 

establishment of the Jewish State, attacked Isreal. 

As a result of the War of Liberation t!ie Arabs were C:.e,; 

feated, and they signed an armistice, The territory 

held by the Arabs became a part of the Kingdom of 

Transjordania, later known as Jordan. The section of 

Jerusalem held by the Jews, mostly the modern part of 

the city, became the capital of the newly created 

State of Israel. 

The Jewish populati0n of Palestina was approximately 

650,000 just before its independer.ce. By 1960, 970,000 

Jews had emigrated to Isra~l, bringing the Jewish popu•• 

lation, with tts natu~·al increase, to almoBt 2 million, 

'.:'hese indluded refugee.:: from t:1e EuropE1an disaster, 

and from Arab countries, :i.nclu"-ing all bu·;; a rnaJ.J. fr.,c­

tion of the ancient communities of .i:raq and:Yc:m-?.r., I-Tai~y 

of these immigrants were in poor physical conc.ition 

and in need of p~blic assistance, 
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By l 960 , Israel had made grea.t proF,r~ss on tha ecnnr:-me~ 

i'icld. Onti measure oi her industrial e::pans.i.on ,1r,s -:h~ 

increase in lectric power consumption from 1948; wh~~ 

it was 246, _m:j.llion .kilowatt. hou:t's,to 1960, when it ;,;as 

1,565 million. Among Israel 1s products are canned 

foods, chemicals, ceramics; cement, taxtilP.s and tire3, 

CarefulJy planned efforts are being made to exploit 

her mineral resources, including oil and copper which; 

with the exception of thechemicals in the Dead Sea, a~e 

comparaticely limited, Israel has a successful 11prod1..:c­

ti vi ty program. " and is making special efforts to at- : : 

tract foreign investors, 

Batween statehood and 1960 , agric .lturaJ. productio>.1 

dlmcst tripled, so tha.t the cc1.mtry .as s;,lf-sufficien-r 

in most ·foods. Over 60,000 acre::, wa:re plantgd in affc-;.•- · 

estation projects after in~epsnaenee. 

Funds transmitted to Israel from abroad have been of 

great assistance in her unprecedentdd abso~ption cf i~­

migrants. These include monies collected by the UJA 

and similar crganizata:tms wqlch between 1950 and ::;_959 

amountea. to over $530 million, over $324 million in 

loans and grants in aid from the United States. and ove:t' 

C750 million received from Germany a~ reparations and 

persoaaJ. restitution payments. 
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The end of the l!ar of Liberation was marked by the sign­

ing o:" arm~.stice agreements, but even b. 1960 no Arab 

state had yet signed a peace treaty with Israel. In­

deed, Iraq and Saudi Arabia had never even cigned the 

armistice agreements. In 1960, despite many Securi-c;y 

Council decisions and in direct contravention of inter­

national law, all cargoes to and from Israel were 

barred from the Suez Canal. 

Frcm the signing of the armistice, Israe~i settlements 

were subject to almost nightly maraudings by Arabs frc:11 

Jordan and the Gaza strip, a narrow finger pointing up 

the Mediterranean coast which was put under Egyptian 

control after the armistice , Around 1955, Egypt began 

to train and deape.tch npecial terrorists callP.d Fed­

ayeen, These groups were to infiltrate Israel terri-­

tory and destroy Jewish morale, in preparation for the 

final attack. In September, 1955, Sovi?.t Ri1ssia e.~:::-er,d 

to supply Egypt w:i th large amount;; of an,1ar:1ents. fa 

the fall of 1956, Jordan joined Syria a.nd Saudi Arabi.;. 

in placing her army under Egyptian control, for t:ie ex­

prcesed purpoa<l of de,'3trcying I-srael. 

Faced with the avowed determination to destroy her, b_;-· 

enerr.ies who were now well--armed and acquiring skill in 

the use of their weapons, Israel ::i.aw but on., altsrna :. 

ti ve: On October 29, 19 56, she se:it her amies de,:ip 

into the Sin3.i peninsula, fo what has come to be 

knowm as the Sindi campdgn, In one week they defeated 
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the Egyptian armie·s, destyoyed the Fedayeen staging 

grounc'.e, occupied the Gaza strip, and were, dS a r:on­

tempo.rary account noted, "Fourteen Hours toSuez • " 

Meanwhile. Britain and F:ra!lce announced that they 

were S9!1ding troops to capture Suez and protect the Can< . 

al. This prcvoled strong re&.ctions in the United Na­

tions, and in the week hetween the annouccement and the 

actual attempt of occupation, the fighting ceased.The 

campaign ended with a United Nations emergency force 

occupying the Gaza strip. 

THe first president of Israel was Chaim Weizmann. After 

his death in 1952, Itzhak Ben- Zvi who was re-elected in : 

1957, became president of ·the State. 



B. PROJECTS 

1. Build a model kibbutz 

2. Make Israeli kibbutz hat or Arab kifia 

3. Paint or construct maps of Israel 

4, Build an archeological tel with artifocts 

such as oil lampo, coi~s and ve3sels 

5. Paint Israeli flag3 

6. Draw il.signia of t;ie Sts.te of Israel 

( a menorah surrounded by olive brau-~hes) 

7. Learn Israeli dances and songs 

C. Special Activities 

1. Monday: a trip to tr,e Cincy zoo 

2. Friday: paxents atte:1d camp cantata. 

all groups display summer projects 

188052 




