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Introduction to the Sources 

Elaborations upon the Book of Esther was the natural outcme or Israel'• 

harrowing experiences in the lr..nd. ot dispersion. :Beaten and cruab.ed in 

the countries of the diaspora, Israel round. consolation in reading about 

t heir miraculoua deliverance in the time ot Mordecai and Esthere ~ 

their ancestors survived under the rod of the oppressor tor an ideal, 

the;y too would endure all suffering tor the same ideal. Since the 

e-y;ents in Persia were almost contemporaneoua history, it \'las na.tural 

that haggad.ic interpretations to the Book should arise, l~ting the 

people trm the depths of despair to the heights ot hope. It is no 

wonder, then, that the Midrashim to Esther started at an ear}J' date 

in Jewish history. 

Elaborations u pon the original stor,y already appear in the Greek 

Apocrypha and are called Additions to Esther. These Additions then 

found their ~ into the Septuagint. According to Charles, tb.9,1 

were written between 125 B. c. E. and 90 c. E., and originated among 
l. 

the Egyptian Hellenistic Jews. .ToH}lhml wu int"luenoecl 'bT 1l'beH 
2. 

elaborations and made use of them in h.is histor,y. 

The interpretations or the Book of Esther increased a.a Israel 

faced new ~;·.-ilitil the passi.Dg of time, there a.rose~ 
expositt:J.,. Midrashim to the megilla. Our work was to examine the 

va±ious I.Udrash collections for the Babbin.ics.l story of Esther, for 

the theology, for the mor&l lessons, the sa.rings and superstitions 

• expressed therein. It was with this intention ~t the following 

sources were studied: 
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l. Tract ate 1'.Iegill a (:Babli) . 

2 . Pirke D' Ra.bbi Eliezer. 

3 . Mid.rash Rabbe.. 

4 . Abba Gorion. 

5 . Panim .Aherim I and II. 

5 . lekah Tov . 

7 . l~drash Isiegill~t Esther. 

a. r id.rash 1iegilla. 

9. Ya lkut Shimoni. 

10. Josippon. 

A VIOrd about each of these sources is in order. 

Tractat e ll~egilla 

In the tractate J.:egilla of the Babylonian TeJmud., which 

dea ls with the laws regarding the observance of Purim, ma.ny ha.€-

gadic interpre t at i ons to the Book of Esther a.re to be found. To 

be specific, most of the comments on the verses of the IJesilla 

are concetrated in l Ob - 15a, although ther e a.re ha.ggadic re-

ferences to the story of Estl:er :interspersed thDoughout the :-est 

of the tractate . Some passa.g...,s a:·e wi·itten in pure Hebrew, while 

other• in t he Eastern Ara.1ll3.ic ~o the Babylonian Talmud. 

The fin~l redaction took pl ace in the fifth century c. E. 

Pirke D' Babbi ~liezer 

" This is a ha.ggadic - midrashic work on Genesis , pa.rt of EX-

od.us and a few sentences of Numbers • •• " The work is divided 
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into fifty- four chapters in t he printed texts and deals with 

the divi ne descent s (yeridot) on ee..rth, the 11\Y'Steries of l.la' ase 
4 . 

Bereshit , Lfa' ase Merkaba, resurrection and redemption. Chap-

t ers 49 and 50 a.re important for our purpose. They deal v.ri th 

the descendants of Ama.lek, one of whan was Haman, and the story 

of 3sther . Pirke L' Rnbbi Eliezer is the source for l ater I.:id-

ra.shic writings . 

Scholars point out th.a.t the author of this work wa.s e. Ps.1-
~ 

estini an. 'lhey base their decision on the the fact the.t the 

Rabbis mentioned therein vrith the exception of two were from 
5. 

Palesti ne, and th.at the cust oms described were Palestinian. 

Eliezer b . eyrcanus, to whom tradition points as t he writer , 

cannot be the author. "In no case can this wor k be a.scribed 

t o Rabbi Eliezer (80 - 118 c. E. ), since he wa.s s. Tanna, while 

in the book itself the Pirb Aboth is quoted. Late Talmu.dic 

authorities belont;ing to the third century c. E., l ike Shemaiah 

( ch.apter XXII I }, Ze ' era (Chap. XXI, XXIV} , and. Shila (Chap. 
6 . 

XLII, XLIV ) a.re also quoted.. Scholars place the final redact-

1ofz'ound the beginnin8 of the n.inth cen~. 
7. 

Esther Ra.bba 

The llid.rash to t he Book of Esther th.at is Joined to the 

iabba collection is called Esther Babbs.. It is divided into 

six sections (paryhj~) at the heads of which stand. proema 
s. 

(petichot). :Kic bes llua aen•e., tM.~ a aw ncbion \>egan. 

The six sections are: I l; I 4; I 9; I 13; II l; II 5 --

every one of which, ;;ith the exception of section four , is 



introduced by one or more pr oems . It has been assumed that a 

new section begnn with III 1, since several proems precede the 
9. 

comment to the verse . The Mi.drash is no"!; compl ete . 'lhe cam-

ments became scanty at Chapter VII and at Chapter VIII, they end. 

Esther Bab~clraws upon the Pal estin ian Talmud, Genesis and 
10. 

Levi tiCWJ Babba, Pirke D' Ba.bbi Eliezer, Targwn I nnd Targ.Jm II. 

'lheodor, Strack, Weiss, and Zunz agree tha.t Esther Babba is a can-

posi te v1ork of an early period. They contend that the whole-

sale borrowing f r an Josippon , a work of the ninth century, of 

the Dreao of ?Jord.ecai and tho Pra,yers of Mordecai and Esther in 

Chapter VI i s no reason for assigning Esther Rabba to a time after 
11. 

the Josippon, as Buber would do . 

Abba Gorion 

This llidrash long remained unknown and undiscovered in a 

ma.nu.script , until it was published by Jellinek in hi:J ~ k-
12. 

midrash. J e llinek based his edition on a manuscript dis-

covered in a library in Hamburg (col . 37) . This version is , 

however , faulty and inccmplete , vmole pass~s being omitted 

by the scribe. Endeavoring to improve upon Jef ll inek•s wor k , 

Sol omon Buber obtained five manuscripts which he carefully ex-
1:> . 

amined in issuing a more compl ete edition. 

Abba Gorion gets its t i tle from the opening words of the Mid­

rash: "Abba Corion of Sidon said five things." nils name appears 

in Uishna Kidush1-, Chap. V:l4 and in T. Soferiin, Ch~p. XV:lO. In 

J e?Ushalfni Kidu.Jhi.Jl, Chap. IV: 11 mention~ is ma.de of "Abbs. Oryion." 
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This la.~ter version is found in Esther Ba.bba ~a; evidently the 

~ and the / c. are interchanged.. 

Buber contends that this Uidrash was mu.ch earlier than the 

others to the l3ook of Esther. He is of the opinion that ~sther 

Ra.bba used Abba C-Ori on as a source . The other authorities, as 

was mentioned above ., do not sh.a.re Bub er's view th.at Abba C-Orion 

preceded Bather Ra.bba in time . They hold that the passages -

namely, the Dream of Mordecai and the Pr~ers of I.iordecai and 

Esther - on which Buber baaed his opinion, are late interpola-
14. 

tion.s and are not an original part of the work. 

Panim Aherim 

Until its edition by Solomon Bu.ber in 1886, the lildrash 
15. 

Panim Aherim had been completely lost sight of. He discovered 

it i n a manuscript in the Oxford library ( 11o4 155, W.chael 577) . 

M er observed t hat this L~id.rash had two separate versions, 

~ith dis t inct styles and diff~rent de.tea of authorship. He, con-

sequently, s eparated them into Panim .Aherim I and Panim Ahe1·im II. 

Po.nim AheriJn I is relatively small in quantity, containing 

sta tements gathered from Tractate J,!egilla (Babli ) n.nd one excerpt 

from Pirke D•Ra.bbi 2 lie zer. 

Panim Aherim II, b eing larger in quantity, is a separate llid-

rash by itse lf, and h.a.s no direct relation t o Pa.nim .Aherim I . It 
faulty 

is a compl ete edition of the11L:ld,rash Al)er a1 J.:egillat .cls ther. pub-
11.. . 

lished by Jellinek. 

Tile man\l.Script utilized by :&lber was i ncomplete; but in 

the incom~lete passages , the scribe alluded to similar passages 

in Abba C-Orion. Hence, Buber sppplemented t he text of Pa.nim 
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Aherim U b"J add.ins those pa3sagc ~ in Abba. Gorion to which 

the man..uicript referred . 'lhat t his method was imperfect, 

:Buber clear~ r ealized, for as he st1ted: "'lhe style of 

Abba Gorion and Pah.im Aherim. beillg'fofferent timos, are 

natura lly different fran each other . 

I.ekah Tov 

Mid.rash Lekah Tov i s a 1lid.ra.shic commentary on the 

fenteteuch written 1tJ. the ele• enth cenWl!r by Tobiah b . 

Ela.za..r . From vo.rious dates me.ntioned by the author in the 

c ourse of his work, he wrote this eormnenta.ry in 1097 e.nd. 

revised in 1107 orf108. 

Tobiah b . Elaznr was a native of Castor ! • i n Bulgaria . 
17. 

From Tobiah' s reference t o h is father as "the great" and :tr an 

bis allusion to t he ~ia-'3nce massacre of 1096, ~unz .inferred 

that he liveakn l:a• ence end was a son of Eliezer b . Isaac 
is: I J 

Hagodol. However, since Tobiah evinced a thorough laiow-

l edge of t:ohaanedan customs anci)rrequently attacked the Zars.ites. 

i t was t he conclu.s il-n of .Ba.ppapor t that ha spent his last years 
19. 

in Palestine. 
of 

'lhe ~itle Lekah Tov was s elea ted because i ts allU3ion 

t o his neme, Tobiah. 'fue author introduces evecy weekly portion 

with a verse containiJ18 t he wor d " toV." It was intended a s a. 

commentary on the Fenteteuch and Five IJegillot. to be arranged 

in a ccordance with t he L!ld.rashim and the ha&gadot of the Tal­

mud. At times i t followed the s impler interpr etation (pe~), 

at t .:.n:c s t he hagt;adic 3tyle of Rem&z. Tobiah manifested h i s 
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~rodilections for e;ooc!. style. Ke end.eavor eci to e.rraDt.-e -;he 

dive r se LI.dr:l.Sh.i:: !.J: pe::-:!'ect ol'de::- ax:d. tc ed!. t t !te:::i ~ b::-!.e!' , 

a.z:.d. :-en.de red. the .:..rame.ic port :. ons into r;ood Hel:rev;. 

Llid.razh Llegil l.CU Esther 

Ho:rov;it:: :fcr..md c.oi:i es of i.h.ia I.:idxuh in th~ libr a..:riec 

c~ ~e ::!.nb c~ I._,-' d e.r..: o:' thc Lorez:zos in ?lcre?:.Ce . =e 
20. 

~ -:!:.e :!'i:-!:-: o:' =oC.e :-:: scl:Gl:-.:: to '":;:-~ 1 t to lig::it . 

Zunz , i:l his iTort rae.""C , see:::et. not a\ :i.re of its ezistr::r..cc . 

~e oz:~; :;nil:l!.cat: :~ ~ ~:.:.s ~erk, o.ccorC..!.:i~ to Horvo.:7:: , 
;: i. 

~ !.n Cc::.stc..n7i:::.oi;l e :..:; l51S. 

- r--r-:-:t.t" !..a e.e !:chut -·c-c :-i~ :;"t=L.:es :-.:..t:!.z!!t:d t~::; 

22 . 
=-.!.C.:::..::... .=..:...:.!.. :..e £ 7 tu-::.&-:K s.s ·oe~ ~ :;_::.e:-: ~-=a:::: . I -; 
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of Gaster. In con.sonJhe with Neubauer. authority on Hebrew 

pal eography , he ass 1fo the J.a.drash to the ninth or tenth cen­

tury . 

As thi s Midra.sh follows close upon the Talmud. Gaster 
23 . 

viem3 it as being based a lmost exclusively on the latter. 

It does not c onta.~ lllalzy of the haggadic comments and embell-

ishments \'rhich make their appea.? .. 41-Ce in l ater Llidrashic liter a.-

ture . 

'lhe orit;in of this work vras probably Babylon or Persia• 

as is indicated by certain local peculiarities . l'larginal 

glosses in Persi8ll appear in the text which ar e of a l ater 

hand. 'l1he text contains a form of vacalization and pro?nlll-

elation similar to other post- Ts.lmudic Hebrew texts in Persia. 

Uoreover. the pecu liar spelling of God' s Ineffable name dnd.icate 

the Pe rsian - Babyloni8Jl ori gin. as well as the antiquity of the 

text . I t-1 spelling of the divine name '/' instead of 

is sign . ica.nt . 

Yalk:u.t Sb.imoni 

The Yalkut Shimoni is a haggadic compilation on the 

books of the Bible. It is di vided into two sections: the 

first deals with the Penteteuch. and contains 963 sections; 

the second deals with non- Pentateuche.l books• e.nd. contains 
24 . 

1085 sections . 

Fran such older haggadot as were accessible. the author 

gathered di verse interpr etations and explanations of Biblical 

pas aages . arrai1f·i!1£· tb.er.: according to the sequence of the Bibli-
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cal portions t o \'lhich they refereed. 

In his cxegb1rf each pe.ssage, t! .... author indicated the 

sources from which he derived his interpretations . In the Sa.l onica 

edition, they a.re placed at the beginning of each corresponding 

Biblical passage, although in later editions they e.re placed in 

the margi n . The sources embr ace not only ha.la.kic and h.a.ggad.ic 

literature during Mishnaic• Talmudic , and Gnonic periods , but 

also the h.a.ggadi c litero.ture until the twelvth century. 

'!here have been controversies as to the authorship of the 

Yalkut. '!he title page of the Venice edition ascribes the can-

position of the work t o H. Simon of Frankfort. "Bosh Ha- Darshanim." 

'!his was accepted by Confor te and Azula.i who called him Simon 

A!Jhken'Zi of Franl:fort. Rappapor t , on t he other hand, mainta.imd 

that R. Simon (father of R. J oseph Kar a.). who flourished in t he 
25 . 

eleventh century, we.s its CO!!lpiler. Zunz and Epstein believe 

the work was written by n. Sitton Kara, who lived in sou thern Cer-

ma.'1,Y in the thirteenth ce!ltu.r'J, and it was not until l ater the 
26. 

titl e ''Ra- Darsh311" \',ras applied to him. A nw.nuscri pt of the 

Yelku.t , cited by .&sa.riah de Ros si , doubtless existed in 1310 . In 

the fifteenth century• Isaac Abravonel was t he first to mention 
27. 

t he Yalku.t . 

Se!'er Yosippon 

'!he "Safer Yosippon" is o. histo1-y of the J ewi sh peopl e fran 

t he f all of Babylon in bS9 B. c. t o the Destru.o~ton of the Second 

Temple in 70 c. E. It contains h istorical account s of ~bylon, 
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Creece. em-. traoing their beginntnga aa tar back aa .Ide u4 

lfoah. It 18 divided into six vollllles. 

Ill the current text. the author proteases w be the ancient 

historian FlaviU3 Joseph.us. adding to the name "J'oseph" the Greek 

eDdiDg ·"on." Dlu'i.Dg the rl.ddle Ages. the book was much .read ancl 

hiBIJ¥ resj>ected aa a histori cal source. Down to the eJDiteenth 

cen~. i~ was universalq lmoun as the "Hel>rew" or "smaller" 
~ 

J/ephus. in contradistinction with the larger work written in 

Greek bT P'lavius Josephus. 

Scholars ~ detected internal evidences that reveal its 

late authorship. such as the names ot barbe.ric peoples as the 

P'ra.nlcs• Coths, Lombard.a. and »u.lga.rs. Zum noted ll18.D¥ state-
26. 

ments ot the Spanish philosophers in its p~s. 

At present it is general~ agreed that the work was ccmposed 

by a Jew living in southern Its.q.' Zunz believed that he lived in 

the middle ot the ninth centur,y • but Zunz later modi.tied this view. 
29. 

placing the date at 940. Trieber held the s1.ngu.la.r view that 
30. 

the author lived in the fourth centur,y. It the conJecture of' 

llasnagi ie correct. the date ot the book's composition mq be placed 
31. 

at the end ot the tenth centur,y. . 
~ 

lllapte.r IV 13 of special interest to ws. Here ..,. :tOUDll 

the Hebr,ew translatioh of the Greek .Additions to the Dream· ot Kozi­
S2. 

decal and the Prqers ot Esther end Kordecai. Eetbe r ~ba. 

in turn. borrowed trom the Josippon the Dream and the Prtvera 1A 

abbreviated form. 
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Chapter ~ro 

The Book of h~ther in Midra.shic Literature 

Queen Vashti ' s Dismissal 

I . l - 3a. ifow it was in t he d.eys of .dha.suerus - that is , t he .Ahasuerus 
who reigned from India. even unto .r.'thiopia, ove r a. hundred and t'\'Tenty prov­
inces . In those ~s when King Ahasuerua S!\t '>n the throne ot his kingdom, 
which wa.s in the castle in Shushen, i n the third year of his r e ign, he made 
a. feas t f or all his princes and h is servant s . 

Ahasuer\lS was not of r oyal stock . He wa.s a ve ry weal tby man who bo'10lt 
1 . 

himself into office. And even though he r ose to power through his wee.1th, 
2 . 

yet t her e was none who was better fitted t o rule than he . He was one of 
:; . 

t hree kings t o have domini on ove r the whole \·1orld. ;iS simpl e a.s it was for 

him t o exercise his authority over the countrie s of India ::nd Ethiopia because 

the;r were in t he proximity of rersia., so a l so he held frWQ;f over t !°'e remotest 
4 . 

of his 127 satr aps . Only !lit er a serie s of c onquests was .dhnsueru.s able to 

annex thooo provinces t o t he Persian empire. In the beginning of h i s reign 

he ove r powered seven provinces from whom he demanded a l evy of troops . 11ith 

this additional strength his a.nny was able t o subdue t'\'Tenty more governments . 

A6ain, he oxa.cted a levy of fii;iiting r;en fr~..l thsse t-•. ~.lt;; . Now, •,;i tA the 

c omb lned forces of his standi nc a:rm:J a.ud the l evied t r oops , Aha.sue1-us conqU..ired 
<L s. 

one hundred more uations . 'fuUB !le extend h is a.utho::.:.ty ove:· the world. 

I n his poss es!lio11 v1a.s the preciou s throne of Solomon, \tpon uhich he wished 
6 . 

to sit as ruler of the Grea t empire . But just as t he Lord would not allow 

Pharaoh Nocco nor N'ebuchadnozza.r t o "usu.rj>" the t:U'one which ·:1e.s patterned 3.!'ter 

tne " throno of glory , " so .. oo the Lord prev~ntod Ahasuer..is from ~scending it • 

. fue1·eupo::i. the l::il'lb bade t ae skilled \lOl'ke:-s of Alexandria cons truct one in its 

likenes s . Th.ey did not euccoed. For tlu·ce ~·ears Ahasuerus \Vas a ~lng \Ii thout 
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aaroae aUl hi• an1t1oen ..s. OD1 lluecl upma an arUnio 11&hull ot ~ 

alnU. Be oelebn.~ it• ocmpleUon 'b,J a baqaat to whloll Jae S..1tecl. all 
a. 

nbJect•• 

9L18 WU aaq CIDe ot IUJV' l'eMOU tor a..n.u• clNift to mJa1 meft7 la 

kh1P.Cl!I• .A. ebon ts.a betore. he had. cl'Ube4 an 1nnrrect1cm ap•n•t Ma 

wiahecl to obaene "the T10t0%7 with jo,r Ul4 teuting. ~. 1:b9 ~ 

'· J.--a bir1:taU¥ whloll be wutecl. to oelebn.'te wl'th ht. people. 9l1.llAMZ'lat4 tlae 

um1T•nU7 •1Dce he had 9l'llend 1be work • u. '!!lla;ple nonect. 8114 u 
10. 

a.ltptecl. w11h mat. .u u.i aoocmpl111be4. 

I.~. 9Le ccwmw\en ot ua. &ZIV' ot Pen1a and J1e4ta. '&:be mblH 
Ul4 the ftlen ot U.. J'l'OYiDDe• wre lteton Ma. *lle be 8howcl 1be l'i.obN 
ot hie gloriou Jc1aFca Ul4 the prec1ou th1np of hi• great lll&J••v • ..., 
••• nu om Jma4rec1 and e~v a.,.. jmJ, ~ tbeae -- wen ocm.pletecl. 
tbe k1llg .....S. tor all tbe people mo were preacmt 1n tile cuUe at Sluben, 
bo'th gnat en4 ..ii. a ana 4-.T• teut 1n the cODl't ot 1ib;8 pl'4m ot 1lle 
k1116'• palace. !here wn beng1Jlp ot whlw. tim cotton and blu lumg1Jap 
wl'th ool'U of tiae 11.un $4 parple to ailftr rbap Ul4 plllan fll ~f 
ooaohe• ot gold and aiber were UllOJl a paTeM!lt ot gnen Ul4 *1te Ul4 8hell 
8114 ozvx aarble. 

intecl trcm tbe Uediane 1t the k1ng were a Fenian; ba.t 1t 1:be ldJlg wre a W••, 
u. 

noble• would ban to be chosen trca among tbe Peralanll. .Tniah ~1olala 

o were preaent. 

Abuueru prooeeded to ehow h1a treuurea to hi• sue•"-• So Tut wre 1l1a 

HHiona that during the cme-lmndl'ed-eighV -- ot teatiTitle•• be atlllt1te4 
12. 

~ the contenu ot aix tl'easure-challl'ben. He wu wal1ibiw Uaa all 
u. 

kings ot 1.lecUa and Persia that went before Ma. ibat wu the eom•oe 

such great ftalthT When lfelmcbe"nessar was nearing hie -4. he cleolUcl to 

hi• poaaeHiODll H -• ••• eeti& •'at * w 1 rather Ua8ll leain 1.'b9l to 

son. Et'il-KeroclMh. llu.te -.CauH ~ oonaeatecl to ban the !W,ple re•tore4e 

reTe&lecl to h!m the hidden treasure. .And now. u the ldJlg of PenS.. 
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14 . 
.Ahasu.ero.s claimed it. In his possession also wer e the confiscated vessels 

of the Temple and the priestly wardrobe . tlhen the Jewish guests sa.w the king 

clad in the sacred ga.nnents of the High-Priest, profaning the holy vessels, 

they were overcome vlitb grief. 'lhe king was considerate enough or their feelings 
15. 

to preps.re a special banquet place for them awa:t !rc:n the scene. 

'.'lhen the ~s of :f.'eastillg were ended am the pri.nces had. returned to their 

respective pa.laces , .Ahasuerus ordered still another seven-~ period to be set 

aside f or revelry and mirth, a !east in \'lhich all the residents of Shushan were 

to participate. .Again the ruler proved himself an excellent host. He pro-

vided his guests with the finest luxuries and delicacies o! his time . Since 

he knew that the Jews V1ould not partake of forbidden things, he preps.red for 
16 . 

them a kosher menu. He wa.s so pleased with his own extravagance that he 

grew boasttul before his Jewish guests and said: "Can your God preps.re a 

finer banquet than mine in the future world?" !I.hey answered: "If the Lofd. 

were to prepare for us a feast no better than yours, we wcmld sq, ' We had one 
17. 

like this at the fe83t ot .Ah.atlu.erus. '" 

18. 
I. 7-8. 'lhey served drinks in golden goblets and no two were alike, 

a.nd. the r oyal wine was abundant accordi ng to the liberality of the king. 1be 
drinklilg was according to the law; none could compel, for so the khlg had or­
dain4ed ..... that all the of ficers of his house do according to each man's pleasure. 

So wealth,y WB.3 Ahasuerus that though t he drinking vessels were or gold, he 

neverthless ordered thee to be used only once. AB soon a.a a guest drank the 
19. 

contents or a goblet, it was removed, and another goblet was provided. In 

comparison rith the vessels of the Temple which the king also uaed at the f east, 
20. 

his own goblets or gold seemed as base as lead. \7ine was poured out in abund-

a.nee to gladden the hearts of those present. 'lhe wine saned each guest was alW&¥• 
21. 

older than the guest t.imself . One was permitted to drink in the manner he 

wished and in accordance with his caps.city. If a person desired to drink during 
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the meal, he could do so. He could drink the entire contents of the goblet 

a.t one time or he could sip it l e isurely. 
22

1; he wanted a. large cup or a sma.11 

cup, he had ouly to express his plea.sure. ~e king on this occasion did 

not follow the ancient Persian pr actise of requiring the guests at royal teuts 

to drink the entire contents of a. special cup whose capa.ci't;y wa.s too great for 
23. 

s:q human be 1ng. 

I. 9. Also Vashti the queen made a. feast for the women in the 
royal pa.lace which belonged to King Aha.suerus. 

';ihen the women saw how the holy vessels were being desecrated by the 

king, they ref'u..sed to remain at the banquet. Vashti then pla;yed the part 
24. 

of a ta.ctf'ul hostess in arranging a separate banquet for the vromen. ~e 

chose as the place tor the tea.st the decorated chambers of the palace rather 

than the gardens, for she was awe.re of the ta.ct that wc:men desire lUXUl')' more 
25. 

than food . 'lb.ere she kept them so that if the men should rebel, they 
26. 

could be kept as host~"0s . Vashti was also conscious of the curiosity 

of women to see the inside of the palace, and this she satisfied by showing 
27 . 

them the dining room, the bar, and the bedroom. 
28. 

rare delicacies and sweetmeats . 

She placed before them 

r. 10-12. In the seventh d.q, when the :;ing's heart was joyoua with 
wine, he conrnanded 1..ehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona, Ba.gtha, and Abagtha, Zethar 
Clrcaai the seven chrur.b~rlains who ministered in the presence of .Ahasuerus 
the king, to bring Vuhti the queen before the king with the royal crown, 
to show t he peoples and princes her beauty, for she was bea.utitul. But 
Queen Vashti refused to come at the k.ing's cooimand by t he chamberlains; 
theref ore was the king ve~r wroth, and his anger burned within him. 

~e banquet turned into an orf!3. Under the spell of intoxicating l iquor, 

the men began to indulge in l&wd conversation. Some spoke or tp.e excessive 

charms of the ?ersia.n womeu. others praised the rare beauty of the Median 

d.a:- :Jels . Ahasuerus broke into t he discussion with boastf'o.l pride: "J.tr \7if'e 
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is neither a Persian nor a L!edian. 
Sile i s a Oialdean. and yet she is superior 

t o all in beauty. Do y ou wish to t est the truth of my statement?" 
"Yes," 

d " n a ,...,..eed., n 
shouted the men, "but that we can do only if she appears nake • "6'"' 

29. i 
responded .Ahasuerus . Such immoral behavior was quite an accepted th ng 

among the l-e rs i ans during fest i vities. 'lb.ere was a cuatom among the kings 

of :.::edia to have women c ome before them unclad and dance during their carousals . 
50. 

i n order t o see the beaM ty of their figures. 

One is not t o suppo3e that Vasht i was a modest be i ng because she ref'u.sed 

to appear naked before the king !!..,d h is guests . Far .from it l She was just 

as depraved as he . and under or4.1na.ry circmnstances, she would have welcomed 

such a c omn.and. But &t this moment she was disf18Ured by leprosy that sprouted 
~n. 

out over her body. ld:al1;y other opinioll3 were offered by the rabbis to ex-

p l ain Vashti ' a "virtuous" behavior. One opinion was that Gabriel a t t ached a 
32. 

tail to her boccy. .Anot her held that the queen was indisposed because of 
33. 

her menstruat ion . In such a condition she was unable to show herself un-

clad before the king and h is gues ts l est they be repulsed. Sile proposed ap-
34. 

pee.ring before them in a belt of notwork, such as was worn by prostitutes . 

" Stark nakedl " r eiterated the orde r . "Fool , " she call ed t o the king, "I have 

your wel.fare a t heart . If they become enamo.i·ed of my beB.llty , they \Till murder 

you in or der to possess me . And if they are displ eased with my looks , you 
35 . 

wlll no longer be de.Jirous of me." But even these clever wards could not 

change the mind of Ahs.suorllS . 

I . 13- 22. 'lb.en the k l ng said t o the wise men who knew the times, for 
so was the king' s manner (to s peak) before all Vlho lmew the law and Jud.8e­
ment; and t hos e next to him were Ce.rshens., She thar. Admath.a. Tarshish, ?i1eres , 
L!a.rsena, and llemucan, the seven princes of Persi& and Media, who saw the 
king' s face and held the first place in the kingdom. " \'lha.t shall we do to 
QUeen Va.Bhtl according to _8JN bec'lllSe she hath not done the bidd ing or King 
.Aha.sueru.s by the chamberlains?" 'lb.en Memucan replied before the king and 
the princes , "Vashti the queen has not done wrong to the king o~. but al­
so t o all tho princes and to all t he peoples , that are in all the provinces 
of the king, .Ahasueru.s ••• r.r it please the king. let thentgo forth a royal 
command f r om h im, am let i t be written among the laws of t he Persians and 
lledea 3C t hat it may not be altered, t hat Vashti come no more before King 
Ahasueru.s , and t ha.t the king give her royal est&te t o another that is better 
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than she. n ••• 'lhe proposal pleased the king and the princes ; and the king 
did according to the ooun.sel of' J.~el'ltllca.n ••• 

Vashti had gone too :tar. 'lhe king could not a.llow such behavior to go 
~ 

unpunished. He called upon his Jewish c~llors to decide on a fitting pun-

i shment !or the queen. 'lhey were 1n a dilemna. It they ordered her exeduted. 
-{-~ 

or even if' they spa.red her life. punishment,.. would be forthcoming. In the for-

mer case , the king would one d.83 arouse himself f'ran his drunken stupor, mark 

h is error and avenge the death of the queen by killing the Jud.8E's who had con-

demned her. In the latter case. the;y v1ou.ld. ~fer because the;y would be show-

in& disrespect for the croun either 1n upholding the queen's action a.ltogether 

or in recommending mild pwiisbment . '{ise, then. were they in asking t ne king 
36. 

to take couasel with the men of Ammon and Moab. Ahaauerus therefore sum-

moned together his seven court officers to render a decision against his dis-
37. 

obedient wife . 'lhese gentlemen. originating from various posts o:t his empire, 

were employed in the service of the king. '1ha specia.l du:ty that each performed 
38. 

was indicated by his name. Carshena. was caretaker of the animals; Shethar 

provided the palace with wine; Adm&tha looked after the pr oduce of the king; 

Tarshish supervlsed the affairs o:r the palace; Meres was in charge of the 

poul tr;y ; Marsena. acted as the chief baker; llemu.cbn was the head chef' and 
39. 

his wife served as housekeeper . He was none other than Haman, named litemu.can 

bedause he was singled out !or punishmen t . 
40. 

Bo sooner had the kiDg presented the cas e bef'o:re these nobl emen when Uemucan 

spoke up and condemned the queen to death. He was the least 1n rank and import-

ance of the nobles and should han allowed his colleagues to hand down their 

opinion fi rst; but he was eager t o take advantage of' this opportunity for re-

venge. Belations between Vashti anc himself' were strained because she once struck 

him across the face with her slipper. others believed that Menmcan•s feelings 

wer e hurt because his wife had not been ind ted to Vashti' s banquet and conae-

quentq, this was his turn to strike ba.ck. 'lhe suspicion Al so was current that 
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mucan had a daUBhter whose hand he wanted to otter in marriage to the ldJ:ig. 
41. 

t u long u Vashti wu aliTe, such a desire could not be realized.. Vaahti 

killed by decapitation. Her death, and eTen the dq ot her dee.th, can be oon-
4~. 

•idered as examples ot retributiT• Justice. Beoauae her father showed disrespect 

t or the Temple vesaela and because she herseU dissuaded Ahasu.erus from granting 

permission to the .Tews to build the Temple, her punishment wa.a 4.ivlneq decreed.. 
45. 

Vashti sinned, was JlJdged, and was executed on the snenth dq - the Sabbath. 

IJhere was a reason tor that. Since she forced Jewish maidens to profane the 
46. 

her downfall was divineq ordered on the Sabbath. 

Esther Ia Chosen Queen 

II. 1-4. After tho1e thiJl88. when the wrath of King Jhaau.eru.a was paci­
t ied, he remembered. Vashti and what she had done and what was decreed against 
her. 'lhen the king's servants who ministered to him said, "Let beautitul young 
maidens be s0\18ht out for the king, and l et the king appoint officers in all 
the provinces of his kingdcm that they mq gather together all the fair young 
maidens to the castle in Shushan, to the house of the women, under the custocS¥ 
ot Hegai, the king's chamberla in, keeper of the women, and let cosmetics be 
given them. And let the maiden who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti." 
And the proposal pleased the king, and he did so. 

Soon atter the !estivities, Ahasuertl.8 emerged from his drunken stupor and 

asked for Vashti. He did not remember a thing that had occured during the cele-

.Amazed and ref<Tetf'ul was he upon hearing that he ordered the queen to 

appear before the guests undressed. He was furious upon learning that she was 

put to death at his comna.nd. Surely his advi sers who had a hand 1n the queen's 
47. 

execution must suffer. thou&ht he . He ordered them executed. 

'lhe king accepted the advice of his attendants 1n regard to the selection 

a new queen. Officers were e~pointed to scour the country for eligible maidens. 

Literalq hosts of women flocked to the palace . ~ parents , a.ware ot the wiles 

of the king, actual:cy pa1d hand.sane sums to have their daUBhters hidden so that 
48. 

they would not be brou&ht t o the king's harem. 



II. 5-7. !!here wu a ceriahl .r .. 1Jl tlw outl:e at Shulaaa •o .. 
n.e na Kordecal• 1i'be •• ot .r..u. the •oa ot •-i. 1he •• ot Du. 
a llaJm1Jllte. Who ha4 been carrle4 aq hem .Terual• wlUL - ~u ..... 
1lho ha4 beeJl O&rrle4 ..... with .Teooalab.e k&g ot .1IMWa. -- •1'a.ob.16-
·-uar. Ute king ot ll&'b.11.oll. ha4 oarrie4. aft¥• AllLJaia._l>~tJ.llp JJw!ee•ilt• 
Ulat l•• B8Ulel'• h1I 1m01e18 c1aPMI'• t~r 11118 hall nei th.er father DOI' 
mother; and the N1den _. ta.lr Ul4 'beaUtul; and 1lbea ur tat'llv llllll· 
mo'liher 4lect. JlordM&l took UI' u h1I Ollll ._.tu.• 

ot .T114ah. Bew la a:ppreolatica ot Dt.T14'• kin4DIH he 18 oalled. a•• ot 

Judah -
-'9· ,.,,., . 

lla4 Dt.T14 J&Ot 8parecl Shimei'• lite• lroJ."deoat, the 
50. 

d.e•oadat ot Sb.11111 wwld. 111ner ha'H been bom. BU father. al1;hoap 

a :Ben,judnite. aar.ried a wmu hem .Jad.M. !Jhb• too. explda Ule nu• 
51. 

tor hi• belllg oalled. "'"' .. 
plea4ecl with hi• people aot to beoCM detlled. 1r.J eatillg aol- too4 Hned 

at Aane:ru• 'beaquet. lla.t to ao aT&lU Be abltte•-4. bv.t hl8 teU--­

Jen partlolp.'ted Ul4 beome 1m0lea. Be li'red a 'h'M Jwlllh lite Ul4 
52. 

thentore cleHned. 1he 'title If/di e 

wu nli....ersecl la Jnillh la ad. taPt 1iM lfo1'4 ~ Co4 to hi• peC91e • •• !ecaue ot hi• i>l•V• Qo4 ooald aot bv.t ..... r lll• Pftl'91'8• a. .. ,.,,,,,,,_ 

neccar exiled nng Jeocmiah together with the ar18toorau ot Pal .. Uzae. ~ 

cal na emang the. 911.baeq;aatq. he retunaecl to .Te:rual•. \Iba PalHthae 
M. 

WU -eaiJl bedeged. Korclec:ai hlld. to le&Te Ule 00111lt1'7 a HOOJl4 time. 

BIUler. h1I couha. wu an orphan left 1Jl hi• care. Her ta6er 41.ed 
6&. 

'before mhe wu bom. Ber mother paHecl aq at ohlld'birth. Jlordeoai 

watohed. onr her with telademeH and lore. Ba'bbi ~ -.1nta1Jl94 Ul&t *• 
Batber was 7et a illtat u4 JlorUOal ocnald. not locate a we't-llane tor her. 

N. 
he himelt nokled E81her. It wu ta&h1. 1Jl the nme ot la'b'bl .. ir Ul&t 

&7. 
Bl1her be-. Jlordeoai '• wlte. 

Ber two nme•• Bather and B114u•ah• are cle1or1pt1• other ohanoter. 

Ber pleumt maamer aacl admin.'ble oonduot were u 11ooth.lllg and •at18f7blg u 
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58. 
the sweet fragrance of the ~le. Bllt althoueh the soent of the 11171"tle 

is sweet, its taste is bitter. And so was Esther. 'lhough she was as a breath 
59. 

of s pri.Dg to Mordecai, she was a bitter pill tor Haman to swallow. 'lhe 

name Esther she sticeived from the gentiles who cCDpared her beauty to VeDW1, 
60. 

the morning star. hrthermore, she ret'u.sed to disclose her Jewish identity 
61. 

to the king and thus d .... oerved the title Esther. Her boct_y was perteot:Q' 
62. 

formed. She was neither .too tall nor too short. Her look8 were very de-

ceivillg. She was realq seventy-five years old, but retained the youtht'u.l 
63. 

cha.rm and vigor of a maiden. 'lhia was in keeping with God's premise that 

the redeemer of His people in Kedia would be as old as Abraham when he left 
64. 

h is father's house. 

II. 8-11. So when the king'• Cflllll!Md and his decree were published 
and when ~ maidens were gathered together to the castle in Sb.uaha.n under 
the cwstod¥ of Hegai, Esther was alao taken into the lcing'a palace iinder 
the ou.stody of Hegai, keeper ot the women. And the maiden pleased him, 
and she obtained Jcindneas of him, and he hastened to giTe her cosmetics, 
with her portion.a, and seven picked laaiden.8 who were to be giTen her frcn 
the k1ng's p&lace. And he advanced her and her maidens to the best place 

~~~ in the houae ot the wcmen. Esther had nov,,mown her people nor her kin-
dred; for Jlordecai had charged her that she should not tell u. And Mor­
decai used to walk to and fro eveeydq before the oourt of the wamen•s 
h0ll8e to learn. how Esther was and what would becCllle ot her. 

It was interesting to observe the excitement that followed the azmoun.ce-

ment of the ki.Dg's decree. lJaidens spent hours beautitying themaelTes so that 

the officials of the Jd..Dg would find them eligible -md. take them to the baran. 

:Bu.t Esther, on th~ other hand, went into hidi.Dg tor tour yea.ra, hop~ that 

in the meantime, the Jc1ng would tall in love with one ot the dmuela. Bu.t 

Ahuu.erus dismissed them all duri.Dg these four years, for none or th.em was 

p leasing. One dq the officers of the king accident:Q' stumbled upon Esther'• 

hicling place, and f1nd1ng her "s+.range~" beautit'u.l, brought her to the pal-
65. 

ace. Drawn out ot the Jewish circle, as it were, Esthe1 made a quick 

adJustment amidst the Persian court. First ot all, she inducted into J'wlt.1mn 
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66. 
her seven banmnaida who helped her observe the dietary laws. ?lo food 

frC111 the king's table touched her lips. Special dishes were served her by 
67. 

the maidens. Since there was nobo~ present to remind her when the 

Sabbath came. she named each of the seven servants after a particular ~ 

in the week, so that she would not profane the ~bbath. 'lhe maiden who 

attended her on Mondqs was called ''Mondq," and the maiden who attended 

her on Tu.esdqs was called "Tu.esdq," so that when the Sabbath arrived, she 
68. 

could observe it piously. 

I.~ordecai ma.de daily appearances at the palace gate to offer her advice 
69. 

in the matter of ritual purity. Esther also received a great deal o! 

cooperation frcm her maidens in obeerving the da¥s of her uncleanness ac-
70. 

cording to t he law. Another ruotive for Mordecai's daily visit to the 
71. 

courtyard was to prevent sorcery being worked age.inst Esther. As a re-

ward for his solicitude ~ether. God placed in his trust the welfare of 
12. 

the peopl e of Israel. 

II. 12-15. lfow when the turn for each maiden came to Tisit King 
Aha.sueru.s , after it had been done to her according to the law for the wcmen 
tvrelve months -- for so long the dqs of their annofnti ng lasted, six months 
v1 i th o 11 of myrrh, and six months with spices (sweet odours ) and with other 
ointments of the wcmen -- in this wise the maiden came to the king; whatever 
she desired was given to her to go with her ont of the house of the wcmen 
unto the king's palace. In the evening she went in and in the morning she 
r eturned into t he s econd house of the women to the custody of Sllaa.shgaz, 
the king' s chamberlain, who kept the concubines. She did no~ again visit 
the king, unless the kinet' delighted in her and she v.-:i.s 3Wllllloned by lleJlle. 
lfow when t he turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail• the uncle of Mordecai, 
who had taken her for his daughter, came to visit the king, she asked for 
nothing except what Hegai, the king's chamberlain, the kee11er of the wanen, 
prescribed. And Esther obtained favor in the sight of wll whose eyes fell 
upon her. 

\'/hile the maidens subjected their bodies to massages and beauty treat-

ments for twelve months, Esther 8Tlplied neither perfumes nor cosmetics to 

her skin. Sh.e made no dema.n.ds for gowns and jewels, as did the other girls . 

The ot hers also requested t hat the handmaids vtho were to wait on than b e 

of the same stature and compl exion e.s they.73. Esther requested nothing. 



lier ailenoe great]¥ TUecl the chamber~. Kegai. Kia lite wv.14 be at •tall:9 
74. 

1t the k1ng learned that he allowed a maicten to negleot her beau1iJ • !o 

protect himself. he showered her wUh JD8IV' tln4neHeae gave her .JUZV' exi>eD-
75. 

aive present•• and then ulte4 her not to betr-.v hJna to the Jc!Jag. 

11nese. and willing~ helped her to clreae ff:lr her Tielt to the kbtg. _. 

such a gesture. thG¥ reasoned. 1iheT would be 11UN to NOeiTel m11117 taTon 
76. 

fran her when ahe wwl4 be chosen queen. Sle wu eacortecl into the 

king's chamber b¥ Peraiu and Jfedian beautiH who tlanb4 her oa either 814.e. 

cr...c, "~ 
:BM Esther. th<JaBh .urroundecl b.1 pulchlSude. YIU like a ron between ih.Ol'Ue 

II. 16-20. so Eather wu taken to Jt1Dg .Abanel'Q.8 into hie palace 
1n the tenth monthe which la the month Tebethe in tbe HHntll 79R of 
his reign. And the lc1Dg loTeCl Bather more than all the WClll8Jle Uld sh.a 
obtained faTor and grace in hie dpt more than all the maideu; so that 
he set the r07al or01m upon her head Uld made her qUMn 1mtea4 of Vuhtle 
!lhen the ldJlg made a great feast tor all his princes and eernnt•• nen 
Eather'• feast; and he declared a holiclq tor the provJ.noes and gave 
girts. acoo1'41Dg to the 11beraUt7 ot the king. Jlow when ih.e maidena wre 
gatherecl together a HOODd. time .• Kordecai was aitting 1n the gate of the 
kiDg. Esther had not a.a yet made lmod her k1n4re4 nor her people• u 
1.forclecai had charged here tor Bltber kept the oqmend of Kordecai Jut 
u when she was brO'IJBht up bT him. 

When .lhuueru beheld the grace and cha.m of Es'lihee bis heart meltecl. 

At last he had fwnd hill beloved. Four long 7ea.ra had he 8-.roM4 hi• k!nB­

dcm tor a queen. rihen none ot the maiclena aatisfiede -.rried 1Rlllllll wre 
78. 

brought before the king. J!Qt they alao had no appeal. !lheir bea.1iJ 

did not eTen approach that ot Vashti• whose picture be still kept hallg1ng 

OTer his bed. J!Qt u soon as his eyes fell on Esther• he bad the portrait 
79. 

replaced b.1 that ot Eather. !lhere wen JIWV' waltlQ' men 1n the kinB-

dam who were desirous of Eilther and who ottered enomou 81D8 ot monq for 
ao. 

Esther's hand. Jhaaueraa had to outbid tbc all. 

Ahasuerus wu haPW with hia new queen. and he shared th18 happiDu• 

with his people. He clellared a bol.14q tbraapout the mpire and inYite4 
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his subjects t o his marriage :tea.st. He showered upon them ~ gifts • 

But in spite of his new Joy, he was not content. He was greatly inter­

ested in learning about Esther's anteced.ants . Bu.t the queen, obeying Mor-

decal's i nstructions, would not reveal her identity. 

Mordecai had sane valid reasons for advising his cousin to keep her an-

cestry and religion a secret. In the f irs t place, if it were brought to the 

king's attention that Mordecai was her cousin, the king would no doubt have 

insist ed t ha.t he 4.0cept an office. Mordecai was too modest a person to en-
81. 

joy public office. In the second place, Mordecai realized that the Jews 

in the exile were a minority group and were subjected to all kinds of viol-

ence. Now if Esther's faith wer e made known and if' by chance she had an-

ger ed the king, there 6xisted the danger that he would vent his feelings 
ez. 

not only upon her but also upon her helpless peopl e . lastly, llo rd.e-

cai feared tha.t the Je\vs might re ly too much upon Esther's infl uence in the 

court to bring them hel p , instead of beseeching the All-Mercif'ul ~ to anmver 
83. 

their prayers . 

Mordecai's Service to t he King 

II. 21-23. In those deys , as Mordecai was sitting in the king's 
gate, two of the king' s QlbD'ber la.ins ..mo B'J&rded the threshold, :Bigthan 
and Teresh, became enraged cl.lld. s ought to ley hands on King Ahasuerus; 
but the affa ir became known to Mordecai , who re' ealled it to Es~er the 
queen; and Esther t old the king in Mordecai ' s name. 1Jb.en the matter 
was investi gated and when i t was found t o be so~ they were both hanged 
on a tree; and it was written in the book of the chron.icles before the 
king. 

Upon the queen' s suggestion, .i\hasuerwi placed l:ordecai t he Jew in his 

s ervice. She showed him that he would not be setting any precedent by such 

an ac·r; . '.lhe great monarchs of ue pa.st alwqs had depended on the vis i on 

of the Jewish counsel lors . Eoth Nebuchadnezzar and Be l shazzer profi~ed 

from the wise counsel of Daniel . Esther a lso pointed out to the king that 
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.< (.... 
Vashti' s death was t he resul t of the ill- council given by his advisers. Ahas-

u eru.s, convinced by such sound reasoni ng, summoned "Mordeca i to the court and 

h onored him with the positi on wh i ch h e made ava ilabl- by discharging Bigthan 
84. 

and Ter esh. 

'Ihe ousted chamberlains, enr aged by the consuming fires of anger, then 

pl P.nned. t heir reve~. 'i'ogether they hatched a plot to poiaon the king and 

thus to punish him f or awarding to the "fore i gner" Mordecai t he high position 
85. 

wh i ch they th~t befitt ed only native Persians, au.ch a.a they themselves . 

Fu.rthermore, t he ki ng' s death mi ght be blamed on Mordecai, 1n whose ca.r e he 

l /9.S now intrwited. 'lhe people might e t.1.s lly have reasoned. as follows: as 

long as Bi ;than and Ter esh s erved the king, no ham cat:ie to h im; but a.a 
86 . 

s oon as t h is Jew entered the palace , .Aha.ouerus was killed. 'lhe chamber-

la.ins , dis cussing t heir evil p l an in the presence of llordeca.i , 11 t tle r ealized 

t hat he unders t ood the Taraian l~ in which they conversed. :Bo.t Mor-

dec a.i , a s a member of t he Gr eat Sanhedrin, was a .1a:i ter of seventy la.n{;U!:,:es . 

Upon h earing ho\/ they pl e.nned t o !>lace a. drop of poison in the k ing's drink-
87. 

ing cup, llordecai pr oceeded t o vrarn Hi s Ua.Jeaty t h rough Es t he r . 

One night Alla.sueru.s awoke and called for wat er . \lhen it was brought 

t o hL"D, he comr.mnded hi s servants t o spi ll it ,.,-.it . 'lhey obeyed. And there 
88. 

i n the bottom, t hey fouil.d traces of the poison . Bigtha.n and Teresh 

we r e executed, whil e l.lordecs.i's s e rvice t o the crown '\YaS recorded. 

Mordecai reveaJj-ed the consp iracy agains t t he 1if e of Ahasu.eru not 

a l one out of dut y to t he kl?l(S. .If he did not tell, he feared that the 

people mi ght blame him f or the d.ea' .. h of their ruler, since no ham ever came 

to h im when his ca.re was intrusted i n t he hands of gentile chamberlains. 

!IorC:eca.1 also was a.fro.id that .1omen mi.ght attribute the king's death to his 

mnrryin(t the J ewess Es ther. Furthermore, Ahasueru.s, out of gratitude, might 

some d8')' render I srael a great s e rvice, such as granting permission to 
89 . 

builu the Temple. 
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Haman's Cruel Pll.rpose 

III. 1-6. After these things King Aha.suer.is pr001oted Haman. the 
son of Hammed.atha, the Aga.gite. and advanced him and placed his seat 
above all the princes who were with him. 'lhus all the k.ing's servants 
who were in the k.ing's gate bowed down and prostrated themselves before 
Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning him. Bu.t Mordecai 
would not bow down nor prostrate himself. 'lhen the kill8'3 servants who 
were in the king's gate , said unto Lfordeca.i: ''Vlh¥ do you transgress the 
king's command?" Now when they spoke daily unto him and he did not lis­
ten to them. they told Haman. to see whether Mordecai's words would eta.ad. 
for he had told them that he was a Jew. So when Haman saw that J.iordecai 
did not bow down nor prostrate himself, Haman was tilled with raae. But 
it seer:ted contemptible in his eyes to 18¥ hands on Mordecai alone: tor 
they had told him Mordecai's race. 'lherefore Haman sought to destroy 
all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom ot Ahasuerus, even 
the people of Mordecai. 

AJJ a precautionary measure against his allowing the Temple to be re-

bull t, Ah.asuerwJ pranoted Haman, the Jew-hater, who would under not circum-
90. 

stancef permit the king to do it. Fu.rthermore, the influence of his 

wealth resulted in his advancement above the :-est. It was rumored that 
91. 

Haman had among his vast possessions the treasures oflthe kings of Judah. 

He claimed relat ionship vrith Esther in order to increase his chances for pro-

motion in the kingdan. He held that even as a Jewess Esther was related to 
92. 

him through the canmon ancestry of Esau and J acob. Bu.t just as cattle 
93. 

are fattened before slaughter, so was Haman elevated before his downfall. 

In order to show the people that the king was h<:inoring Haman, Ahas-

uerus commanded everyone to bow before this man. Bu.t Haman took advent~ 

of the situation. He had a.n idolad;rous image embroidered on hi8 garment, so 

that when a person knee led before him, he wa.s in reality prostrating himself 
94. 

before an idol. Mordecai, being a loyal Jew, ref'llsed to worship an idol. 

Yet even if Haman had not worn th:" 3 "idolotrous garment," Mordecai would 

never have given ~beisa.nce. Mordecai real]Jr expected Haman to bw before 

him as a slave does'lhis master. And Haman was his slave. He had sold his 

t 
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treedClll to llordeea1 in order to save himselt from ste.nation. Raman could 

not deey the tact. for llord.eeai had but to point to the soul of Hama.u'a 

foot . on whi ch wu written the bill ot sale. to prove that Haman was the •l&Te 
95. 

of Morde4ai. 

In reply to the query as to ~ he did not kneel before Haman. Morde­

cai courageously confessed that he was a Jew andfthat his religion t'orbad.e 

idol worshi p . He spoke: "'CUrsed is the man that makes an idol or molten 

image.' warns the Torah. And this man calls himself a god and deinands that 

people serve him." Mordecai's daring remarks were conveyed to Haman, who 

sent him the following message& "Even as .Tacab. tey ancestor, and his child-
96 . 

ren bowed before 'l113 ancestor, .Beau• so thou also do likewise." :But 

Liord.ecai answered: " Benjamin. rq d.i.rect ancestor. was not yet born \men 

Jacob and his children threw themselves at the feet of Esau. I, neither. 
97 . 

will throw i:eyself at yours . " So Haman. lest he be held up t o ridicule 

by the people if perchance they witnessed the defiance of :Mordecai. went up 

to h im and mumbled e. \ford of' greeting to make it appear as if Mordecai's be­
V 

he.vior was quite permissable . Bu.t .Ltordeca.i bravely answered him \Ii th the state-
98. 

ment: "There is no peace for the vlicked. saith the Lord 1113' God." 'lhus 

Mordecai llltlde himself' so detestable to Haman that Haman vowed to take revenge 

not on Mordecai alone but on ail of his cursed peo'Dle. 

III. 7. In the first month. which is the month Nisan in the twelfth 
year of King Aha.suer.is, they cast pur. that is. the lot, before Haman f rom 
dq to d.a.y' and from month to month• to the twelfth month• which is the 
month Ada.r. 

AB an experienced astrologer, Haman knew that his plans tor annihilating 

th'3 Jews would only be success! _1 it hf' could calculate the auspicious time 

to undertake h i s scheme. 'lhe reason he east lots was to find the propitious 

moment. First ho tried to determine the most suitable dq <:£ the week f'or 



Iu .. l'• clutnoUcm. SUilbw _.not aatiataot017, tor lb ~tl• ~ 

pead.84 upon Iarael'• a.Utenoe. It ln'Ml wre ~•a. tint 411' 

ot 1M wek, the 4v oa 'lh1oh Oo4 U4 onatecl U&Ten uwl eanJa, 1 t wv.14 

mean that Iarael'• 4e•tfto'1Cllll wOQ.14 'bring tM ci..uaottca or a.. atnne 

with 1'. •°'"'v alao wu lm4ri•al>le tor ...... lateatlau, tor • Qat 

~. Ule n'hn al>cwe ud below ti.. tt-•nt 1ll8N •eparatil4. ~ u a. 

.Twia people are aeparatecl fl'ca o111wr m.Uou. ~-.. aaproplUou. 

tor it_. the 4v on *1.ah 1be plant. uwl • .-. wre 01"e&tecl, tl'Cllll whlalL 

I•niel ott•N ~and "btev and .noi. Qo4 tlarO'Qltl tM ..wot the pala 

tree. 0n wec1m-... 1i1le nia. moan aD1 •tar.. to 1lh1oh Iarael W 'bee1l .,__ 

Pared. had be.a tol'lleCl. ~ore 1' prcnecl to be imuplolou. ....... 8114. 

beut•• w11ih 11hloh brul ..a. atoae nt. 'beiJlg oreatecl on~. mM 

that~ inappropriate tor Rama'• w1o1*l JIVPCl9•• hidq ... al.80 imni~ 

able, tor oa Uaat dq Mil wu tuhlamd anA Ierael wn called..._. llJ tile 

Lord.. It Iarul wre atinga.ie.ci. all meW!nd· 1"nl14 ai.. be 4e•tro;recl. 
99•· 

UntaTorable wu 1l1w Sabb&1ih, b¥ which God ud Iarael an eternalq 'bolm4. 
1 

Baaaa-.. not to be tru'tratecl traa oar17iag ov.t his wiobd plot ap'n•t 

the Jen, na 1t he ooul.4 ilot t1D4 a nltal>le 4-f• Pel'bapa he woal4 be no­

ceHtlll in finding a propitlou moa1:h •or ~ •la:a&'lter. n .... :b.GRTv• 

wu taTOrable to 1.he Jf1'R lt•oaua• ot 1ih• PaHOTer. ll'ar ... tlae Jevhl 

month aring whioh Isnel wu bleHecl with the -nn•. Ill s1...._ tM trozia 

wu ginn to Oocl'• ohoaa people. Jiu.ring~ ad Ab 1he J.- U4 ~ 

experienced their llhare ot ml•torbne. Blul 1IU the maath *1111l .. tM ~ 

pletlOJl ot 'the wall ot .teruaal•• flahrl marbcl the !aoepU• ot Ial'Ml'• 

fe11t1Tal HUOZl. Sarah cl1ecl in BeahTaL Ill 118ln .. J-. oelelaz'&tecl .... 

Bammlcah. Dlu'ing 1'ebe1h Esra ordel'ed tilt hnel1t•• to 41TOJ'Oe 1iMlr hNlp 

wins. She'bat taToNCl 'th• Jen throagh 1ihe merit ot Uae ~t Se•.Vta. 

When Haman exemined Ma:r, howTer, he 4boOTere4 that tbere wre ao .upioiou 
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oocurence to guara.n·tee Israel protection. On the contrary; it was ·the 

month in which Moses died. Haman now had. reason to re~;oice, for he planned 

to exterminate. the J'ews in unluclcy Adar. But he overlooked the significant 
ioo. 

:fact that Moses was born in Adar. 

Haman then consulted the signs of the zodiac to determine the constella-

tion most suitable to carry out his designs against Mordecai and his people. 

Under ·the Ram; the J'ews had the benefit of the paschal lamp·. 1llie Bull also 

was an inappropriate time for Hrunan's :revenge·· be~muse Joseph was compared 

to a bull and .. also because the bullock was used fo1· sacrifices. The Twins 

was the constellation in which t-wins were botn to Tamar; Leo was inauspic-

iou.s, for Jud$ the ancestor of Daniel we.s called lion. 1l111e Virgin was un-

favorable, because Michael, Hanmu:iya, and Azariah, were 1.loyal ·to God; just 

as virtuous women are to their husbands. And also under ·the signs of the 

Scorpion, Saggi tornis, Oapricorneus and Aquarius, Israel had roerlt. Howeve:r.·, 

:Pisces according to Ha.nu:m' s comp1.1.tations, was ·the ideal constellation in which 

to perpetra·te evil. He assured himseJ.f that the Jews were about to be switllowed 
101. 

1.1.p, little realizing that; God was about ·to swallow him up. 

III. 8-15. And Haman said ·to King .Ahasueru.s, ttTJ.1ere is a certain 
people sca1;-terecl abroad and. dispersed among the peoples throughout all the 
provinces of your kingdom, ancl their laws are different from those of eve!if 
people; neither do they observe the king's laws; therefore it is not fi·tting 
to leave them alone. If i"t; please the king, let it be written that they 

·be dest:bo~@dJ and I will p~ then ten thou.sand. talents of sHver into the 
hands of ·l;hese who have charge of' ·the king• s business, tha;~ ·they may bring 
lt into the king's treasuries." Then the king took his ring from his hand 
and gave it to Haman, the son of Hrun.meda:tha, the .Agagi·te, the Jews' enemy. 
The kihg also said to Haman, nThe silver is yours and the people i;oo. ·l;o 
do wi·th them as seems good to you. 11 

~hen ·the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth dalf of the 
firs·t mon·th, and U was writ·ben according to all that Haman commanded to 
·the kine,'' s sa·braps and to ·the governors Uho were over every province and 
to the princes of every people, to every province according ·to its form 
ot wrlting, and ·to every peo:ple according to their langu.age. In the name 
of King .Ahasuerus it was written and it was sealed wi'th the king's 1·ing. 
These letters were sent by posts to all the king's provinces, to destroy. 
to slay, and ·to wipe out all ·bhe Jews, both ~young and old• infants 
and women in one day, even upon the thirteenth dEzy 
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ot the twelfth month, which is the month .Ada.r, and to take the spoil 
of them as plunder. A oow ot the writ1ng to be given out as a decree 
in every province was published to all the peoples that they ahould be 
re~ tor that ~· 'lhe posts went torth in haste at the king's oClll­
mand, and the decree was given out in the castle at Sb.uah&n. And the 
king and Haman sat down to drink; but the oi ty ot Sb.ushan was perpleaed. 

After cast1ng the lots, Haman's next move was t o denaunce the Jews 

before Ahasuerus . · lie intormed the monarch that ther~lt in his k1J:J8d<n 

a people despised by their countrymen because ot their disloyalty to the 
,. 

crown and b ecause of their peculiar habits. 'lbese Jews were worth¥ ot 
N • 

extermination, Raman argl18d. 'lhey d.isplqed their disloyalty in enr;y 

regard. 'lhey showed contempt for the lawB of the dominion and transgressed 
102. 

them at will; 'lhey refused to tight in the imq. 'Iheir sons did not 

marry Persian wanen and their d.au8htere did not take a Persian man tor a 
103. 

husband. 'lheir own peculiar laws Which they considered superior to 
104. 

those of the kill6d-<n forbad them to eat and drink with Per Stans. 

if perchance a Persian were to tau.oh the outside ot a oup that was filled 

with \'fine, these Jen wou.ld not drink out of it; yet it a ! '13 should happen 

to f e ll i n the cup, this cursed people merely removed it and would then drinlc 
105. 

to their h eart's content. Ifq more, they prqed to their God dail,y 
106. 

to overthrow the Persians together with all the nations or the world. 

" 'lhey are an impoverished people," continued Raman, "because they idle aY1q 

their time in the observance ot their holi~s instead of working. Onoe 

every week they observe the Sabbath in idlanesa and prqer. 'lhey gather 

in the synagogn.e on that ~ and be seech their God to lq low those who 

are proud ,..,~ ~'-'->-' meaning us. 'lhen they r emove the Torah aDl. utter 

a. curse against us. BYery thirty ~s the;y obsene a New ?.:oon celebra­

tion·. In Nisan they enJo,y the Passover; in Siwan, t he Shabuoth; in Tiahri, 



1ib.e Jin Year, the Dq ot .l'tcmment, and the Feast ot hbemaclea. 9aen­

tore, it 1 t pleue the ldzag." JI-. ~ "let 1 t be preac:l!i'becl that thU 
107. 

people be deatra.red." Uter Baaa' • 1ndio1aellt ot Ianel, Oo4 •&14.i 

"Dl.ov. hut apolam wi'tih dia4ain a'bOllt ~ Jewieh t .. tivala. lb' !l\Y •rd. 

I •hall give tha a ad41Uoml teaUT&l - Pllrta - to oele»&te 1ila7. 
108. 

doatall." 

Contomaded wen tM 1nlaab1tuta ot 'the celeatial .._z. 1liPGD ~ 

Ing X...•a llDJut oono-n-ucm. 9Le aapl K1ohU,l tMn appeared 'bet'ore 

God. to 8peak ill deteue ot 1ilae Jen. Be aa14: "Jruter ot 1he 11A1Yerae. 

th¥ childnn are denOllDled not tor worahipphag 14ola, nor tor 1111Chut1\J, 

·nor tor bloodah.ed.-UW- an daCJaACed. tor o'baerrhag tb,J lan." bN-

109. 
upon the Lord unred IU.ohul that lie woal4 not torsab H18 people • 

.lhuueru, oozrrinoecl 'b1' the argmems ot 11-.n that the Jen merited 

extermination_ wu mvertheleH atn.1d to o&r17 out 8w:h a meuure. »..­
naUou in the put which~ attempted to onrthrow Iarul wen, in turn, 

annihilated tbelllselvea. ~ he spo:ke to Hamaa: "Ia~l 1• innrpua&ble 

because ot their God.. 2he aigh1i;J nauom. th0\14P1 . atronpr than w, who 

have attempted to hum the, were wiped Ollt because of -me miraoulou cleed.a 

which their Lord pert:omed. \lo mut nrremer Al• plot, leat we too 

2he ldng•s clen1al. di4 not truatrate 11emaa. Be insiatecl that the 

matter be reconsidered.. Ahuueraa then S1111mOnecl toBether h18 ooanoillora 

to help hill make a deciaion. Re then put 'the queaticm before iba: "Do 

"Bo.. ... 'their .... 

Mimoua repq. "What medmm hu placed. 8UCh a thOUdLt 1a 7oo,z :bead.t 

It the Jen are deatra.red. the world will came to an end. P\lithemore_ 

the Iaraelitca alone a.re called. God's chosen cuaea. while w are ~n. 
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Even now their God will champion their ca.use , as He has done in the pa.st. 

The extermination of Fharoah. and Sennacherib have taUB!l.t us not to tou:.h 
110. 

God' s a.nnointed ones." 

"~t is true, " intenmpted Haman, "but their God who drowned Pharaoh 

e.nd turned upon Sennacher ib can no longer help thEl!l. He is too old. He 

was unable to defeat Nebuchadnezzar, who destr~ed the Temple and exiled 

the Jews . And were their God, who hates immorality, to becane mighty 

age.in, He would not come to the aid of the Jews because of their licent-

ou.e conduct at the killg' s feast . " 

Haman' s \lords were convincing. 'lhe councillors reconsidered the 
111. 

matter and approved of the scheme to murder the J ews . No time we.a 

wasted. Jm edict w~ issued throughout the empire for thepeople to stand 

in readiness . 'lhis was the mess889: 

"Greetillgs l Be it known unto yau that we have a man in our mid.st 

of kingly stock, vlhose name is Haman. He has told us of a despised people 

i n our midst , who would like to witness our d.estru.ction. 'lhey continually 

curse the king b;y reciting the sentence: ''lhe Lord is King of the universe 

and the nations will perish from His land.' :Beside•, they turn upon 

those who bestow good upon them. Look \~t they did to Phare.oh who wel-

comed them into Egypt and let them settle upon the most desirable laJld. 

He fed them during the yea.rs of famine with the choicest products. Yet 

when he asked them to build palaces for him, they began to stall and to 

conspire. They asked for pennission to make a three d.81's ' journey into 

the desert in order to worshii; their God, after which they would return. 

The request was granted by the benevolent king, who allowed the Israelites 

to borrow clothes and gold and silver vessels from the ~ptiana. And 

after they had stripped F.gypt of its wealth. they fled. When Pha.raol. 

learned about their escape. be went after then to recover the wealth of 



his people . :But the Hebrews turned to l!oses their lead.er for help when 

the Egyptians were at their heels. Moses, by the aid or witchcraft perfonned 

with his staff, then divided the sea through which the Israelites passed. 

t. 
Pharaoh and his hosts pursued the Israeli ts into the sea and were drowned. 

'Ihis was the tragic end of one who treated this cursed people with kindness. 

'"lb.at was not alU Haman also related to us hor1 the Israeli tee dea.l t 

treacheroualy with the other nations. He mentioned. how Uoses with the aid 

of a wicked disciple succee~ed by ocult means in weakenin8 the ~ of 

Amalek and thus was abl(, to defeat it. Sihon and 0g met a similar fate. 

!!heir king, David, was _ also cruel to the nations about him and forced 

them into subnission. He was succeeded. b7 Solcmon, who built a Temple . 

In t ime of war, the HelJrews would enter the Temple and a.tter performing 

some me.gic , they were able to destroy the universe . However, todq they 

suffer exile because they were faithless to their God, who, we ncm lmow, 

has become powerless. He did not prevent Nebuchadnezzar from c a pturing 

"Now, alth0\14!:h they are exiled among us , they have only contempt 1or 

us and our faith . 'Ihey do not eat our food. 'Ihey will not intema.rry. 

'Iherefore, we have resolved to exterminate the .Tews on the thirteenth of 
112 • 

.Adar. stand by for the d.a.y of ccmplete slaught er. Slow mercy on noboq." 

His purpose acccmplished, Haman left the council chamber in good spirits. 

Ahead of him he noticed Mordecai conve rsing with three children who had 

Just left the schoolrocm. What they- were telling Mordecai evidently cheered 

him, tor his ta.ee lit up. Haman, curious to know what they told Mordecai, 

approached and asked the reason for such laughter in the f ace of doc:m. 

Mordecai reponded: "!lhese chil~ren tod.e;; l earned in school that God annuls 

the plan of evil-doers." Haman walked awey with the firm resolution that 
113. 

these children should be the first to suffer on the appointed d.a.y. 



Ahasuerus did not accept the ten thOllSand talents of silver that 

Haman origina.lq offered for killing the Jews . Seeing how grieved Haman 
114. 

was to pa.rt with that amount, .Ahasu.erus told him t o keep his money. 

After the deoree was announced, the Jews found it dangerous to fre-

quent public places. '1he people. now tilled with hate of the Jews. openly 

attacked them in the streets . 'lhere were cases reported. of Jen being 

choked almost to death by the gentiles who taunted them by telling them 
115. 

how they were going to diapoe~ of their property. 

'lhe city ot Sb.ushan :fell into a state of confusion. Mter the 

r oyal edict , God visited the general population wi th JD8ll1' misfortunes. 

V/omen who were drying trllit on the root tell to 1:b.e ground with broken 
116. 

heads. J.ien in drawing water tram the well tell in and were drowned. 

Satan p l qed. his pa.rt in bringing about the death penalty for the 

Jews. Before God. he accused them of faithlessness. He demonstrated 

how 18. 500 of them had becane defiled at Ahasuerus ' banquet , and thus 

deserved punishment. "Vlipe them off the face of the earthl " appealed 

Satan. "l3u.t what will happen to the Torah?" asked God. "I.et it remain 

with the inhabitants of heaven." was the rep)¥. "Goodl How I will m8D 

them forgotten by men," spoke the U>rd. And the docm of Israel was sealed. 

The Torah, dressed in a mantel for mourning. then appeared before God. 

Bitter was her weeping tor the lot of Israel and gr!eved. she spoke to 

God• "If Israel is destroyed. vlby then have a world?" Bit ter, too. waa 

grief Of the 8Jl8el 8 and the luminaries . 

El iJah. in an attempt to StlTe Israel, ran in haste and attempted to 

enlist the aid of the Patriarchs . "Bouse ye trm your lethargy&" he shouted. 

"Are 7e immune to the trouble that besets your proge!Vl" !Ihe Angels , the 

luminari es , and. heaven and earth. are deepq touched, while ye pq no heed." 

Jru.t the Patriarchs answer<.d: " We can do nothing, !or their fate is sealed." 



Next, EliJah sought au.t ttoses to cane to the aid of the Jews, a.s he 

past. "ls there a pious man among them?" aaked the 't'ai th­

"Yes, Mordecai," came the response. "'!hen have him en­

as I will do in heaTen; perhaps our oc:mbined et't'orts can 
117. 

avert eoa.•a decree which is not yet sealed permanently." 

Mordecai's Appeal to .Esther 

IV. 1-9. Now when Mordecai knew all that had. been done, Morde­
cai tore his garments a.nd put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out 
into the midst of the city a.nd cried out with a loud and bitter lamen­
tation. And he came even before the king's gate; for none might en­
ter the king's gate clothed with sackcloth. Also in every province, 
wherever the king's commMd and his decree came, there was great mourn­
ing among the Jews , and f'ast1ng, weeping snd walling; and man,y lq in 
sackcloth and ashes . And Esther's maidens and her chamberlains came 
and told her, and the queen wa.s exceedill8ly pained . And she sent gar­
ments t o clothe Mordecai, and to take off his sackcloth; but he did 
not accept t item. ~en Esther called for Ila.the.ck, 011e of the king's 
chamberlains who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to 
go to Uordeca.i, to learn wb.a.t this ws.s and why it ws.s . So Katha.ch 
went forth to Mordecai to the broad place of the city, which vre.s before 
the k ing's gate . And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him 
and the exact sum of money that Haman premised to pa;r to the king' s 
treasuries for the destruction of the Jews . He also gave him a copy 
of the vrri ting of the decree that was given out in Shusha.n i.o destroy 
them. that he oight show it to Esther and inform her. and charge her 
to go into the k ing to implore him a.nd to make a request before him 
for her people . So Eathach came and told ~sther the words of Uordecai . 

Now ~lijd\ appeared to Mordecai and informed him how Sata.n maligned 

the Jews and told him \'.il..a t part he must take to avert the decree . ..1th-

out del~, Mordecai acted upon Moaes ' counsel. given him by Elijah; \'lhere-

upon, he put on sackcloth and ashes. abstained !ran food, went out into 

t he mi dst of the city. •·mere he wept alou4 bitterly. 'lhe rest of the Jev1s 

followed his example,with the result that the wailing and lamentation re-

sounded throughout the empire. Esther meanivb.ile . sheltered 1n the palace. 

,.,a.s una.1are of t he great tribulation of her people . •,,hen Esther's hand-

told her how they had seen !Jordecai in oo-:.uning before the k ing's 

she was so stricken th.at she sweoned and give birth to a still-born 
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118. 
babe. 

Meanwhile she sent a. message to I!ordecai ask ing him t o remove the 

sackcl oth and put on t he garments which she had provided for him. ::&l.t 

her servants brQU6ht bs.ck the garment s. Esther then ordered Ha.tha.ch to 

:find out what tragedy had occured that her cousin should be dressed as 

a mourner . He explai.ned his mission to Mordecai• Upon learning that 

his conduct was the result of t he misfortune that vra.s to befall the 

Jews , Hath.a.ch r e turned to the pa.lace with the sad message. Yet, in spite 

ot its sadness, there were words of encouragement and hope in the message 
'>t,..W.-

tha.t Ha.th.a.ch deliver ed to Esther; for he comforted her by rE1Dinding 

her of a dream he once had that 8.U€1J.red well for the Jewish people. 

This v1as Mordecai' s dream. He beheld • oise and tumult, thunderings 

and earthquakes, upon the earth. And behold, two great dragons came forth, 

both of them re~ to fight , and their cry wa.s great. At their cry eveey 

nation ma.de itself re~ for war against a small nation. And behold, a. 

d~ of darkness and of gloom :fell u pon the earthl 'lhe small nation 

was in straits , and t hey cried unto God. '.lllen Mordecai noticed that 

the small stream ot water separating the two dragons had now grown into 

a mi ghty river that flooded the land. 'lhe sun rose , and lol the small 

nation was exalted above their enemies. ~ordeca.i t hen pointed out to 

Es ther that , ju.st as the onrushing stream separated the two dragons, 

so she too was to became mighty and to come between the two opposing 

statesmen - Haman and Jloed.eca.i - and in the end, crush all the enemie1 

ot the Jews. Hopetul that this was the correct interpretation of his 

dream, he requested her to go before the king and make a plea tor her 
ll9. 

people . 

IV. 10-17 . Then Eal.he r s poke to Ha.tha.ch, and gave him a message 
to ~ord.eca.1 , sqing: "All the king' s servants and the people of the 
king's provinces ::mov1 that whoever , whether man or woman, comes t o the 
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king into the inner court who is not summoned,- there is one law for 
him, tb&t he be put to death, except those to whom the king shall hold 
out the golden sceptre, that he mq live; b\lt I have not been summoned 
to come to the king these thirty dqs." And they told )[ord.ecai Esther's 
words. ~en Mordecai bade them return answer to Esther: "~ink not 
to yourself that yO\l will esoape inside the royal palace sn;y more than 
all the rest of the .Tewa. l'Or ~ yaa. remain altogether silent at this 
time, then relief and deliverance will rise up tor the Jews trom another 
quarter, b\lt yaa. and your tather•s house will perish; and who knows 
whether you have not cClne to rop.l eetate tor such a time as this." 
Thereupon, Esther bade t han return answer to Mordecai: "Go, gather 
together all the Jews, that a.re to be tound in Shuahan, and taat tor 
me, and neither eat nor drink for three dqs, night or dq. I also 
and lf1¥ maid.ens will i"ast in like manner and so will I go to the ldbg, 
which is not according to the la:w; and it I perish, I perish." So 
Mordecai went his ~ and did Juat as Esther CtlD!!landed him. 

Esther at first was hesitant in going beto+e king, as Mordecai 

She teared the horrible eonsequencee that she would su:ti"er 

f she were to appear betore the monarch without his summons. Bu.t Mor-

cai became emphatic: "If yO\l do not cane to the defense of yao.:r people 

this hour of gloom, you will surely pq the penalty in the !'u.ture 

And !'u.rthennore, 11" you decline aid to the Jews, their deliver-
120. 

ce will come from another quarter, tor God will not forsake I:Jrael." 

ese words aroused Esther's sense of duty. No\7 prepared to oh3.llenge the 

of her people, she asked Mordecai to procl a im a f ast of three da,ys, 

uring which pr eyers for the success of her mission lhould be recited 

the Jews. lmt since this was the eve of Passover, a time of the year 

en fasting is forbidden, Uord.ecai at first was unwilling to do as Esther 

Later, when Esther asked him, "What good will the Passover be in 
121. 

if there is no Israel?" Mordecai c onsented to the fast. 

'!hereupon, a ll the Jews in the ca.pi tol city, beginning with the eve 

Passover, spent three da,ys in fasting and pra,yer for a favorable out-

me of Ecther's visit to Ahasuerus. Even the children were not exceptions. 

essed in sackcloth and weepi?Jg bitterly. they were taught their lessons 
122 . 

Mordecai. 



Mordecai him.self' pious l y called upon the God of Israel: "'lhou knowest 

all things; 'lhou knowest. 0 Lord, that it was in neither insol ence. nor 

in pride nor in vainglory, that I bowed not before proud Haman. For I 
w 

would be cont ent to kiss the souls of his feet for the salvation of Is-

rs.cl. But I did this that I might not set the gl ory of a man above the 

glory of God. And now. 0 our God, spare ~ people. Cast this adversar,y 

into the pit he has dug for Israel; trap him in the snare he has set f or 

Thy pious s ervants. so that this destroyer mq know that 'lhou art our Hope 
l~. 

and StroJ:l6hold•'' 

Esther. t oo . seeking the blessing of God on her grave mission, gave 

voice to her supplication: "Eternal Kaster of the Universe. help ~ 

orphan-servant who, as a beggar, asks for ~ mercy on her wq to King 

Ah.asuerus . Show favor upon !Ib.y poor s ervant and deliver ill¥ peopl e 

fran the enemies that rise up against it. O 'lhou.. Pather of orphans. 

st8lld at the side of one Ydlo trusts in ~mercy. Make her pleas i ng 

in the sight of the king whan she dreads, and humble him in her pres-
124. 

ence." 

'!he Visit to the King 

V. l-6a . Now it came to pass on the third dai tha.tFsther pllt 
on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace 
directly opposite the kiJl8's apartment . Now the kuig was sitting 
upon his royal throne in th.oyal palace opposite the entrance of the 
palace . And when the king saw Eather the queen standing in the court, 
she met with favor in his sight, and the king ext ended t o Esther the 
golden sceptre that was in hi s hand. So Es ther drew near and t ouched 
the top of his sceptre. 'lhen said the king unto her:"What wilt thou, 
~een Esther? For whatever i s thy wish, even to the half of the king­
dom, it shall be given thee." And Es ther said: "If it pl ee.se the king, 
let the king and. Haman come today to a banquet that I have prepared 
for him." 'lhen the king said, "Bring Hamall in haste that he mEq fulfill 
Es ther's wish. 

Upon the termination of the fast , ~sther dressed her se lf' carefully 

for her appearance before the king. To add to her beauty. God provided 



her tor thi• occuion wi'th elegant l'Obe• 1ib&t re••blecl 11lo•e wora ta tb9 

he&Tenq kingdca. M llbe repa1Ncl to 1ibe klllg's apartaent. llbe wu ... oneci 

b7 two attendant•• ~ •tood at her elde to gin. her n.pport 8114 1:be otber 

carried lutr train. lltnouq clid llhe approaoh the king'• hmer apar111eat. 

l'.lhen ~ru noUced her aim1W. pre•enoe• he ~eq loobd. ta 

another direction: ba:t angels Tamed 1:he killg'• heat back •o t:bat Jut wu 

b: the ~ that 1rarne4 within him, the king started to addre•• Eather in 

harsh tonee. .lt that mcae:nt an aneel at1'11Ck ha a hard blow aorOBa the 

that the words that now o-o trcma hl• lips were •ott and ~«19-

rortlng. "Fear not • .Esther," he said, rmm1ng to embraoe her. "lfo harm 

shall come vnto 7ou. And aureq 70Ul'8 18 a aeriou.s mission aln.ce 7oa. atalced 

your lite to ocne. Tell me -.hat 7011 wish and 1t shall be granted." So over­

come with tright, :681iher tell into a inrocm. Upon l'eOOTer.lng, she inYited 
125. 

the king anl Haman to a banquet. 

v. 51>-8. So the kiJlg and BNum came to the banquet that Esther 
had prepared. And the king •aid to EB~r at the banquet ot wtm: "ilhat 
la your petition? And it shall be granted 7oa.. .An4 what is 7aar requat? 
EYen to the half' ot the Jdngdca, and it shall be pel'i"omed." !!hen azurwnd 
Esther: "Jq petition and request 18: 1t I h&'t'e f'oun4 taTor in 1:he sigtlt 
of the king• and 1t 1't please the king to grant llllF' peti ticm ad to per­
form 11\V' request, let the king and Heman ocae to ~ 'banquet that I llhall 
prepare tor them, and tomol"l'Olf I will clo u the king hu •alct.• 

A.Esther's motiTea tor reque•ting Haman. to attend. her buiquet wre oare­

:ruu thought oa.t. Detatning h2m, she lmew that llbe would prnent him 1'rca 

going on with azr:r ot his netarioa.a schemes. B'llrthermore. 1'r meJr:ing B..­

teel that he waa the queen's f'avorite, since he was the onl7 oublder 1n­

v ited to the tee.st, he would be totally diaamed tor that which was to 
126. IN M 

follow. Esther also ,_ f'oreaaw that the .Jm.toee faith in her u 

their savior becauae ot her seemin&13' triendl.1' atti tw1e ton:'Cl J1U18A am 
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127. 
therefore would invoke the help of God, the Redeel'ler of Israel . It 

was her intention also to behave in such a w93 toward Haman that the king 

mi t;llt suspec~ her of carrying on an unmistakable love affair with Haman. 

True, Esther would be risking her O\'m life thereby in the event that her 

original plan fa.lled. Yet she was willing to die MC. if in this Hey she 

could implicate He.man. A13 a 1!18.tte r of fa.ct, she preferred dea th to the 

pain s.nd s orrow she would suffer in Vlitnessing the persecution of t he 
128 . 

Jevrs . 

And Esther did succeed in arousing the kiDt; ' s suapicions when at 

the banquet she sipped \Vine and then pa.ssed har goblet f or Haman to drink 

and when she offe red Haman her own delicacies , while she compl e te!;{ i~ 
129. 

~orcd the king. Alth 0\18h displeased with her conduct, Ahasuel"W3 

s till remembered his promise/to the queen. "~ihat is yo\U' petition?" he 

a sA::ed, "and it cha.11 be granted. " Ba.t Est!ler, too nervous to proceed 

with he r plans , begged the k ing' s indulgence until the morrow. 

'lhe CallO\'fS 

V. 9-14. 'lhen Ha.man went out on that da,y joyful and glad o~ 
h E.art . But when Haman sa.\1 L~ordecai in the klng' s gate and he neither 
s tood up nor moved for him, Haman was filled vrith wrath against Mor­
decai . Nevertheless , Haman restrained himself and returned hcne and 
s ent and fetched his friends .._-td Zeresh, his wti'e . 'lhereupon Haman 
.1.· ~counted to them thti glory of his r iches e.nd the multi tu.de of his 
children and every instance whor e the king had t-anoted him and how 
he had advanced him above the princes and the servants of the king. 
Haman also said: ".Even .:.:Sthe r t he queen let no man but me c ome in 
-.:ith the k i ng to the banquet that she had prepared, and tomorrow also 
I am invited by her together with t he king. Yet a.11 this suffices 
me not s o long as ! see hlord.ecai the Jew sitting a.t the king' s gate ." 
Then .6eresh his wife tllld all b is fr i ends said to him: "Let a ga.llo\18 
f ifty oubi ts high be erected and in the morning speak to the king 
that IJordecai mB3 be hanged t hereon. 'l'he11 go in merrily with the 
k ing t o the banquet." And the thing pleased Ham.an; and he had the 
gallows ma.de . 

Haman, flattered by Es ther' s unusual attentions toward him at the 

f east . stood upon the summit of s elf- importance . Th.ere was no doubt 
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in h is mi..l t ha.t he ~va.s the most priv·l~d person in the dominion. 

f or he not only occupied a h igh. position in the empire. but also was 
130. 

a favorite of the beautiful queen. "Surely everyboq will accord 

.Je the respect that is dll.e me , " thought he. Consequently Haman's ego 

suffered terrible injury when Mor decai ref'u.sed to r ender homage to him. 

Greatly incensed. he was moved to give Mordecai a deadly kick. He re-

s t rained hims e l.1', however, for he r ealiz Jd that it would be a more dis-

ciplinary move on his pa.rt if' he had Mordecai publicly executed. His 

death then \1ould be a wa.r.alng to others who should attempt to be dis-
131 . 

respectful . 

Provoked to the pitch of revenee. Haman arrived hane . He immediately 
1-.-

S'llml:loned together his wif e and counse llors and told them,ifunenjoyable were 

his privi l eges and even the food he ate a.s l ong as Mordecai wa.s a.live 

t o i r?'it:ite him.. He then called upon them t o suggest the most ettective 

\'I~ of disposing of Mordecai's life . 'lhe advice of his wif'e . Zer esh. was 

superior in h is eyes to that of his three hundred and sixty- f'ive coun-

sellors . 11.e warned Haman t hat he would ha.ve to s e lect ca.ref'u.l.J.¥ _the 

means by wh ich ltiordecai the Jew waa to be put to death, or else his plan 

to kill llordecai would fail. She illustra ted how useless it was to throw 

11ordecai in a tiery f'u.rnace . for his God would save him from that danger. 

jua t as He did ~ Hana.niah and his companlons . To throw him into a 

lion' s den was a lso foolish. f'or Uordecai could undoubtedly escape , as 

his predecessor. Daniel, did. To ca.st him into prison, too, was a vain 

move , for unques tionably he would be freed. as h is ancestor Joseph had 

been freed. Ineff'ect ive too would it be t r throw h:l:n into an iron f'ur-

nace, f'or God would delive r Liordecai as He had delivered 11;enasseh. It 

would profit naught even it he wer e left to die in the desert. tor as 
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the Israelites ot old, he too would tlourish there. Even to bliDd. his 

eyes would not &Tall, tor as Samaon, he would be more troublescme with­

out his sight than with it. Zeresh therefore counseled death by hanging, 

because there was no case in Jewish histoey where God had been able 'to 
132. 

deliver and individual trcm the gallows. 

Convinced b7 his wite ot the expedien07 tor hanging, he proceed.84 

to erect a gallows fran which he himself was destined to swing. It was 

pre-ordained that the soatfold would be ma4e from the wood ot the thorn 

bush. ot all the trees of the torest that came betore God and volunteered 

to give of its wood for the gallows on which Haman the culprit was to be 

hanged, the otter ot the thNn was the most ple asi.ng to God. Sinoe the 

vine, t4e olive, the palm and all the other trees alread¥ served Israel 

in some capacity, whereas t he thorn did not, God ther efore provided the 
133. 

t horn with this opportunity tor service to Israel. 

Nowhere could Haman find a beam that was the required titty cubits 

in l ength. He was finally forced to destroy a section of his he.use to 
1Z4. 

get the master-beam which answered that measurement. From it he 

cons tructed the gallows. Upon its completion he himself demonstrated 

how Mordecai was to be strung up• whereupon a voice trcxn heaven pro-
. 135. 

claimed: "For you, Haman, is the seatfold re~S" 

Next, Haman w.ent in search ot Mordecai, whose every move he deemed 

it advisabl e to watch in order to foil azq attempt his victim might make 

t o escape the gallows. In the schoolhoue , he found .i.lordecai we4f>ing and 

wailing together with twenty-two th~and children. HeJnan, intending to 

murder them on the morrow after hanging i.~oredcai, had his men put the 

children in chains. !.ioft hers , le~ing of their chi ldren's misfortune, 

has tened to the school-room. In their &l'TilS they carried food and water 

of which they hoped t heir children would part ake betore ey-ing. 'lhe child-
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rcn, however, vowed t hat they, like s~ts, would fast until death 

came upon them. Returning their scrolls to Mordecai, the children 

despar1ngly rcms.rked: "We were under the impress ion that our d.avs 

would be Jlla.ey' s ince we were e?J8aged in the stucy of the Torah. Evi­

dently we have been unwort~ of such a blessing. Therefore, take 

these scrolls fran usl" Their cries and bitter tears reached God. 

He spoke: 11\'rhy do I hear saunds of kids and lambs?" Moses SDBwer ed 

and said: "'lhey are not the sounds of kids and\lambs; they are the 

cri es of innocent children \'lho are to be slauBhtered by the enellJIY 

of the Jews . " God was touched by the plight of these children. He 

tore up the edict of doom and sent one of His angels to .Ahasuerua 

to make him cancel the edict of persecution which he had i s sued 
136. 

agains t the Jews. 

VI. 1-5. On that night s leep forsook the king, and he c001-
manded to bring the book of records of the the chronicles, and 
they vrer e read before the king. And there was found written 
what Mor decai had told concerning Bigthana. and Tereeh, tv:o of 
the king's~hamberlains, of those who guarded the threshold, VJh.o 
had sought t o lay hands on KiJl8 Ahasuel"'.18. 11hereupon the king 
said: "What honor and dignity have been bestowed on 1!iordecai 
f Jr this?" Then the king's servants who ministered to him ea.id: 
"Nothing has been done for him. " And the king said: "Who is 
in the court?" Now Haman had entered the outer court of the 
king's house to request the king to bring Mordecai to the gall ows 
that he had pr epared for him. Accordingly the king' s servants 
said to him, "Beholtl, Haman is standing i n the court . rr And 
the king said: "Let him enter." 

On the night God revoked the decree of annihilation against 

Israel , Gabriel entered the bedroom of the king and drove awfJ¥ his 

sleep. He kept .Ahasueru.s awake a.11 night long by throwing him on 

the floor as many as 365 times r "ld at the s ame time by driving into 

the mind of the king the thought tha.t he had failed to reward a 
137. 

benefactor. 
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Maey tho'1gh~ !lashed through the king's mind as he la,y on his 

c ouch trying to fall asleep. He reviewed thepvents of the d.a,y. among 

which was the feaFt which Esther had given. He recalled the friendly 

manner in which the queen behaved toward Haman. He bore in mind also 

t hat she invited him to the feast on the next da,y. From this he con-

eluded that Esther and Haman were planning to murder him. Bo.t he dis-

missed this thought . "SureJ.¥ m'r friends would warn me of foul pla,y. " 

he reflected. His mind, however, became afflicted with another terrible 

notion. Suddenly he imagined that his sleeplessness was the result 

or poisoning placed in his food by his kitchen staff. Bu.t when it 

was brought to the king'~ttention tha.t Haman and Esther. who partook 

of the same f ood as he, had su:f'fered no bad etrects , .Ahasu.eru.s aba.n-

doned this idea or plotting against his life. Su.ddenly he reflected: 

"Could it be that I have failed to reward one who has done me a kind-

ness?" Troubled. with the tholl8ht that he might h.a.ve negled·~ed to 

honor a benefactor, the king c a lled f or his scribe to read the chron-
138. 

icles of the kingdan. 

The record dealing with Lfordecai' s service to Ahasuerua would 

never have been read to the king. if it had not been for a. miracle . 

The scribe. a son of Haman. tried hi s best to sk ip over the chroni cle 

referr ing to Mordecai, but the words themselves proA~ed the heroism 
139. 

of Mordecai . This incident soothed the troubled mind of the king 

so that he fell ~leep . Bu.t Alt.r.suerua ' sleep was not restful. He 

h ad a. bad dream in which he saw Raman attack him wi th a brandished 

sword. Terrified, the king woke u:p, and hearing a noise , he shouted: 

" Who is in the cou:i:-t?" When his servants announced that Haman vms 

standing without. Ahas~ru.s became c onvinced of the truth of the 
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dream. He bid Haman enter. 

VI. 6- 10. So Haman came in. And the king said to him, 
11rlha t shall be done to the man whan the king delights to honor?" 
Nov: Haman said to himself : "Whom would the king delight to hon­
or more than ?eyself'?" 'lheretore, Hame.n said to the king: "For 
the man whom the king delights to honor, let royal garments be 
brought, which the k i ng wears, and. a horse vlhich the king rides 
and on whose head a royal crown is set; and let the garments and 
the horse be delivered to one ot the king' s most noble princes, 
and l e t them clothe the man whan the king delights to honor and 
ca.use him to ride on horseback thre>U8ht the str eet of the city 
and proclaim before him, ' '.Ih-.w shall it be done to the man vlhan 
t he king delights to honorl'" '.Ihen the kine said to Haman: "1Ja.ke 
haste and take t he garments and the horse, as you have said. and 
do even so t o Mor decai the Jew who sits in the king' s gate . Let 
nothing fail ot a.11 that yau. have spoken." 

Laboring under the tal.se impression that he was the one to be 

honored, Haman intima ted that the finest gesture the king could 

make in peying tribute to a person was to clothe him in roya l garb 

and to place the r oya l crown upon his head. Greatly embarrassed 

when Ahasu.erus c ommanded him to do accordingly to Mordecai, Haman 

tried to wrigele c-c.4of this unpleasant t ~l:r2;. "Oh kingl " he said, 

"ther e a.re ma.ey peopl e vri th the name 'h:ordecai . How shO'.lld I knov1 

which - ~!" ~· - ::: ::- s.i fOU. mean ?" .Aham· c1"US :.·.1. l i ed : "I mean Mordecai 

&man was q_uick with his retort; "~t there are mau_r 

Jews who have the name Mordeca i and I still do not knew which of 

• 

a.re eager to honor." '.!he king an.swered: "I wish to h onor 

the Jew v.rho sits at the pa.lace gate in the manner you pre­

"Otl kingl " pl eaded Haman, "don't cake me the laughing 

ki.ngdan. Mordecai is my eneiey . Honor him in some other 

Make him a governor • Bu.t , I prey thee, spa.re me the h'111lilia-

I will undoubtedly suffer if thou insist that I , tb¥ mini ster, 

end.er him hom8€El•" Ahasu-erus was not moved in the l ea.st by Haman' s 
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imprecations . He dispatched Hathach and Harbonah to see tha.t Raman 
141. 

carried out t he command f aithfully. 

Raman' s Fall 

VI. 10-14 . 'lhen Haman. took the garments and the horse and 
clothed Mordecai and caused him to ride through the str eets of 
the city 82•d proc laimed bef ore him: "'lhus shall it be done to 
the man \7hCID the king (1glights to honor. 11 'lhen Mordecai returned 
to the king' s gate. :But Haman hurried home, mourning and with 
his head covered. And Haman r elated to Zeresh, his wife. and to 
all his friends all that had befallen him. 'lhen his wise men 
and ~eresh, his viife, said to him: "If Mordecai, before whan you. 
have gegu.n t o fall , be of the seed/of the Jews, you shall not pre­
va il ~-{."a.inst him, but will surely fall before him. 11 \lhile they 
were still speaking with him, the king' s chamberlain arrived and 
hurr iedly brought Haman to the banquet that J...!sther had prepared. 

i.iordecai vras seized with fear when he saw Haman hes.diDg for 

t he school- house, evidently t o fetch him for t he gallows . He warned 

h i s students t hat if they did not run for t heir lives, Raman would 

wreak ve~a.nce upon them too. Bu.t they remained• preferring to 

die with prEcyer on their lips. as ~ordecai. 

A!3 Haman enter ed the school- house , the students were busy dis-

cussing the l aws concerning the Oner. He listened for a while and 

then remarked: "Iey' 10,000 talents of silver ha.a proved ineffective 

against this Oner of barley worth a mere pittance." Haman then told 

Mordecai how he was to be hohored and offered him the king's r obes. 

But Mordecai insisted thnt f i rst he must bathe and have his hair 

trimmed, for his bo~ needed at tention after these t :U-ee ~s of 

mourning. Raman himself was compelled to perform these menial tasks 

for ilordecai \~hen efforts to '3t hold of a bathtender and a barber 

failed. Since Uordecai was too ·;1eak after the fast to mount the 

horse without assistance , Haman stooped down. In this ~. !..1ordecal 
142. 

raised himself by stepping on his back. 



As the p:rooeHion thrOIJBh the street• began. llordeoa11 lif'tizlg 

hiB Toice in praiee to Cod. •ang: "I will enol !lhee, o LoM. tor 

!l!lou hut ril•ed •up and. hut not euttered. IQ' enemies to reJoioe 

over me. 0 Lord. IQ' Cod, I cried lUlto !lhee, and. 1'l01l didst heal me. 

0 Lord. !l!lou hut brOUBht up IQ' eoul h'ca the nether-world; !lhou didat 

keep me aliTe, that I should not go doa to the pit." A.t tlil• point 

hie pupils contizmed the glorUication: "Sing praiae lUlto the Lord, 

0 7e Ria goc1l¥ onee, and giTe tlw:l.b to Hie hol¥ nsine. For Hi• anger 

is but tor a 11C1Dent, His tayor ia tor a lite-tme; weei:>ing m., ta1"17 

tor the night, bu.t Jo,y ocaeth in the morning," !lhen Haman mu.ttered. 

these wol'd.8: "Bow, I •aid in IQ' eecuriv, 'I shall neTer be mOTed.' 

!l!lou he4.st eetablishect. 0 Lord., in - taTor IQ' mountain aa a etrong-

hold. Thou didst hide ~ tace; I wae yexed." Esther now took up 

the wol'd.8 ot thanbgbing: "Onto !!!lee, 0 Lord, did I call, and unto 

!lhee, Lord., I ma.de supplication. Vihat profit ie there in IQ' blood 

vlhen I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise ':lhee? Sb.all 1 t 

declare ~ tr11th?" .ill the .Tews then litted their voices in e:xalta­

UOJU, ''Bee.r, O I.Ord, and be gracious 'Ullto me: Lot'J.. be !l!lou '111¥ ~elper. 

Thou didst turn for me '111¥ mourning into dancing; ~ou did.st loose 

my sackcloth and gird me with gla.dnees." And then the air resounded. 

Vlith the word.a ot a Hoq Si:>irit: " So the.t 1111 glo17 ~ sing praise 

to !lhee, and ~ be silent. 0 S.... I will giTe thankzl unto !lhee 
14.3. 

forever." 

Haman's dau8liter remained at hane wa.i ting impatientq tor the pro-

cession ·,o ps.as the h0118e. In the meantim.a ahe had gone up to the roof' 

v1ith a vessel filled with e:::-1're?!1Ant which she intended to empt¥ over 

llordecni. But when she discovered that she had thrO'.vn by mistake the 
144. 

filth upon the head o,f her own father, she t.lirew herself to the ground. 
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After the procession Haman returned hooie in low spirits . 'lhe 

death of his d.etjlter increased his grief. His wife and his advisers 

offer ed him little comfort . Rather, thoy added to his mortification 

in telliJl8 hi.L'l that he would suffer the fate tha.t befell all the enemies 

of the Jews . To forestall arJ3 attempt of rebe llion RllllUUl :md h i s sons 

mit;ht plan ag!l.in~t the crown in order t o bring about a. change in his 

r_,rtune, 3sther bade ch!unberla ins llurry him t o ~he banquet ·;her e she 
145 . 

oo"J.ld keep v icil over him. 

VII. l-10. So the k itl8 and Haman went in to drink with Bs­
the r the queen. And the king said again to Es ther on the second 
day of the banqu.et of wlne a 11\ihat is ;,our peiiition, Queen Esther? 
And it shall be gre.nted you . Indeed \lha.t i s your request even to 
the half of the kit18dom? And it shall b e per formed." Then Es ther 
the queen answered, SS\f inc: "If I hsve found fs.vor in the sight 
of the king and i f it p l ease the king, l et ~ life b e given me a t 
my petition, and my people a t ~ request; for we are sold, I and 
r!JY :people, to be destroyed, to be slain and t o perish. .Bllt if we 
ha.ve been sol d as me.le and female slaves, I would h.3.ve held my 
peace , since the distress would not have been wor..ey of disturbing 
t he king." 'Ill.en King Ahasuerus s poke and said to Esther the 
queen: " \.ho is he and where is he who de.res presume in his heart 
to do so?" Thereupon Esther 3aid: " llii s adversary an:i this enemy 
is the ••ricked Haman. " The He.man was terrified before the kint 
and t!le queen. And when tho king a.rose in his wrath from the 1San­
quet of wine a.nd went into the :palace garden, liezna.n remained to 
beg for llis life f r om Esther the queen; for he saw that evil ne.s 
determined against him by tho king. According}¥, when the king 
returned from the p!l.l ace garden to t he apartment of ~e banquet of 
wine, Hamen was pr ost.rate upon the couch upon which Esther was . 
'!hen the king said: "'.'/ill he even violate the queen in rrv pres­
ence in th.e h ouse?" As the words left the king' s mouth, they cov­
ered Haman' s face . Then Hs.rbonnh, one of the chamberlains \'41.o \ 'la.B 

before the king, said: "Behold, also, the gallows fifty cubits 
high, which Haman ha.s r.iade for 1:ordecai, who s poke good for the 
king, stands in the house of Haman." And the king said, "Rang 
him thereon." So they ha.D€;9d Haman on the gallows thf ~he had 
prepared for Llordeoai . '.!hen the ki~' s wrath ~-ted. • 

At the banquet Aha.suex-J.S again assured Esther that she had but t o 

make a request and it wou1l be fUlfilled. "If i t is plea.sing in tey 

sight, O king, " she a.rpealed, " l et rq life be given me and l et 

the life of my people be restored." "And who is responsible for 
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this nefarious plot agai nst ~ peopl e , .Esther'l" intexTogated the 

king. Pointing an accusing finger e t Haman. she exclaimed: "He 

is the guilty personl " Ahasuerus was furious because of Haman' s 

ruthlessness and left the banquet table in his all8E'r• goinc to the 

royal garden. In order to kindl e his \'rrath even more against Haman. 

angels. disguised as the sons of Haman. began to hew down the stately 

trees of the gs.rd.en. In the meanwhile, Haman r emained behind with 

Esther to beg for clemency. AB he kept pleading for mercy. he was 

thru3t by an angel into 811 compromis ing position with t he queen . 

11hen the kin€ r eentered and saw Haman upon the couch with Esther, 

h e burst forth in fU18er and said: "'lhe rascal even dares to violate 
147 . 

the queen l For that he shall suff'erS" 

Ha.rbonah, the chamberla. in• seeing that Haman was now in danger. 

deserted him at this cr.icia.l moment . In the presence of Aha.suel"'.i.s, 

he no\'; arose and accused Haman of pa.rticipa.tion in the conspiracy 

with Bi gthen and. Teresh and traced Haman' s hate of I:ordecai t o the 

time when the pl ot was exposed. Ha.rbonah then infonned the king 

that Haman also had preps.red a gallows on which to hang his mortal 

eneiey. Fier ce with r age beca;ise of Haman' s duplicity and chicanery, 

Ahasueru.a ordered him to be luulged together with his wife and his 
148 . 

ten sons . 

The king not only revoked the decree of annihilation bu.t also 

a llowed the Jews to turn upon t heir enemies so t hat the r e joicing 

of Israel was great on that ~r. Haman' s wealth was turned over to 
149. 

.Esther. Mordecai was appoin ced king of the J ews . He minted 

coins that had the form of Esther stamped on one side and his on 

the other . He was revered by all men throughout the land and was 
150. 

a credit to his peopl e . 
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Chapter 9Lree 

lilabbinic Kethocl and ~t 1D 

the Uidraahio i.1 teratve to Eltha 

It i3 OUZo intention to describe the Babbinioal -thod ot exe-

gesie in the :Book ot Esther. 'lhe Babbia deYelopecl mau,y interpreta­

tions 117 appl.7ing to the ten the different hel'llelleUtic principles 

which we shall now cleaaomtr&te. 

According to the text or Eltlwk X1Jag Ahaneru ord.erecl Vaahti 

to aPPear betore him on the seventh dq ( · ,,.~(,, ,.cP.:a ) ot the ban-

did not mean the &eYenth ~ ot the f'eut. bu.t the eennth dq ot the 

week - the Sabbath - Juat aa ,..,,,(,, ~,,,. 1D Ge~e II:l meant 
1. 

~he Sabbath. 

Since the word e1cappearing in Esther II:5 ( ~ere was a J11A11. 

in Shuaban. & J'ew ••• } also is used in connection with JJoses. (lftl. XIIs~ -

And the Jllll Hosea was Yecy lmllble}. the Babbia d.8nloped the thOIJ&ht 
2 • . "1iat lfordeoai 1n his generation was as important as Moses was 1n hie. 
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Repetition 

The r epetition of 

had been carr i ed aw~ 

the words •'~·' .,(7,, in Esther II:6 ( who (J.iordecaU 

( ~~., '~" J f r om Jerusalem with the captives 

who had been carried aw~ with Jeremiah. king of Judah. whom liebuchad-

nezzar, the k1115 of Babylon had carried an~ [. ,, f;.. '"Ad> was of 

significance . Tb.is recurrence was the basis fo r the interpretation 

that llordecai went into exile with Jeremiah but late r returned to 

Jerusalem. \Jhen Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Templ e in 586• Llorde-
3 . 

cai wa s carried into exile a second time. 

In the opening verse to E§ther. Aha.sueru.s ' name appears twice 

(!fow 1 t was in the deys of .rihasuerus - that is . the Aha.sueru.s who 

reigned from India to Ethi°pia ••• ) . This repet ition evoked the comment 

that .Ahasuerus vrrout;nt wickedness from the beginning to t he end of 
4 . 

his regn. 

Hord Order 

From the position of a person' s name in the text. one can de-

termine whether he is a sinner or a saint . The names of the wicked 

alweys precede : /,,~ l J > / "" (' ' 7 -=- ;~ .,,.~fl. • 
It is the reverse vrith the rigi;l.teou.s : /?/J "' twfl J 

f//c (l 1lt'f1 1 ·' ,.../ /' [, 1 "'f1; 3.,. 1~ 1,,,~ 1 , 

(l./ IN() I 

·~ n)~/,.,el 

J.iemucan. being the last mentioned of the king' s seven advisers . 

was c onaidered by the Ro.bbis the lea.st important . In spite of his 

inf"erior sto.tion, however, he sl'o.s:e up flrst with the adviee to ex-

ecute Vashti . From this , the 3.a.bbis derived the seying that the com-
6 . 

mon man is firs t t o offer an opinion. 
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Numer ology 

The word (Es ther III: 11 -- 'lhe king said to Iiaman: 

" 'lhe s ilver i s y ours and the peopl e , too ••• "), and the wo1·d 1-r ~ 

(Es ther VII:lO - And they hanged Haman on the gall<Wra ••• ) have the 

seme numerica l value, 165. '!herefor e , the word -e., could be sub-

s t i tuted for Po.:.» in t h e text , so that i t was as if Ahs.suerua 
1 . 

sni d to Ramsn: '"lhe gallows i t for y ou." 

Voca.lizs.tioh 

Ther e i s e. Mid.rash t~t in t he Mme of Rabbi Meir to the 

effect that Es ther was the wife of Mordecai . This interpr etat ion 

is derived by chancing t he rrord -":(<Esther II:7 ...... ~[ '.n.,,, ;')i:;"7( ) 
[ s • 

.A l ,) .- : . t o 

13. • 'nleologica.l 

1 . God and I srael 

Ther e is in the Liid.rashic liter a ture t o .:i:sther t he comforting 

~esse.ge preached by the Rabbis tha.t Israe l i n e7. ile i s still Gs>d' s 

r:copl e . The story of Estl:er ws.s an affi!'tna.tion of thei r belief that 

God vlill not repudiate Hi s coven.ant vlith Hi s ~eople and that He will 

not forsake them . His t,i.i.a.rd.ianship over Is rael will never cease, and 
0 ... 

i n time of t roubl e He \;~11 send then e. redeemer. 

According to the Rabbis , Isr~ol is cs tho regal r obe of Co~ 

which He puts on to g l ori.6- Ri msel. • \'foe to t hose persons \'mo wou l d 
10. 

oppress I s r ael , tl:.e roya.1 pu~le of the Lor d i 

I srael alone enjoys a. cherished int imacy with God t ha t none of 

t he other nations could h ope to ha.vc . '.'1hile a ll the peopl es of the 
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earth e.re called strall{;ers 
11. 

I'*' -,.>.J , Israel is called the 

l:in of God /9 ' .!>''l • 

2 . Israel and 'l'oroh 

The very existence of t he world depends on the 'l'orall . There-

fo1·e . if Israel, the guardien of the law, v:ere destr oyed, the universe 
12. 

would not endure . Israel is indispensible to the worl d as is 
13 . 

the rich soil that y i elds the produce of man. 

I t was the duty of Israel to per petrate the Torah through it:. 

study and practice so that the Divine Presence of God would continue 

to reoa.in in the world. Therefore , school-houses and synagogues 

had to be erected where tbe study of Torah could b e unint erruptedly 

:pursued. iere it not for school- houses and synagogues, t he Icrd. 
14. 

would have cc.used His Shechinah to depart from the universe . 

3 . Israel and the Nations 

Precar i oua is Israel ' s life among the gentiles. taught the 

:RD.bbis . Every rui.tion aznonc \'than it wanders pl c.ns itfl destruction. 

Th.is unhappy position of Iara.el i s comparable to that of a thi:"lty 

fox for whom a trap had been set a.t the river ba.nk. '",.hat am I to 

do?" pu::zled the fox . " If I go C.o\m to the r iver . I will be caught ; 
15. 

yet if I r emain here , I will di e of thir s t." 

In thi~ respect, Israel is also l ikened to the dove that hal t s 

at the entr ance of t he dove- cote . I t de.re not enter because of the 

snake that lies in wa.i t within. I t also dares not l eave because of 
16 . 

the ha.wk that stal ks \Vithout . 

Yet. the attempt of nations to crush Iara.el \•rill avail naught. 

I srael is 1.n.destructa'bk as the rock. Those that cane St:,"'ainst Is-
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r&el a r e\ l i ke the cllcy' vessel t h at i s dashed to pieces vn1en it strikes 
17. 

t he stone . 

I srael cannot be upr ooted. Just as the reed survives every atom 
18 . 

anU. gale, so a l so does Is r ael withstand. the adversity of na tions . 

It is as imposs ible t o wipe out Israel a.s it is to dry up the 
19. 

sea or to convert the dry land into an ocean. 

4 . Su:ffer ing end Repentance 

1:.10 the l!t.bbis , Is rae l's affliction we.s the direct result of their 

fe.ithlessnes s to God. Th.rough suffer ing, it was h oped that I s rael wau.ld 

und.er£;o a mor al and spiritual regener ation, after which they would be 

restor ed to God' s favor . Th.is belief is illustr ated by the f ol l owing 

incident . A man had a son whom he loved dearly . This son, h owever, 

kept bed company and sinned. Cil-ieved was the f a t her at his son' s conduct 

that he drove him from the hous e with these remarks : " If you mend yrro.r 

w~s, I will restore you to the household. " The s on , realizing his 

mistakes , r epented of his evil v;eys and was t aken back by his f ather . 

3imile.rly, I s rael, the beloved son of the Lord, will be r es t orrd to 
20. 

God ' s favor when it will tnrn as ide from its sin:f'ulness . 

As l ong as Israel continues to sin, God will not a.ntJ1.1e r the ir cries 

for hel p . 'fihile perverseness r emains in its midst , God i s impervious 
21. 

to thirpleas as one who is asleep. 

sin. 

The Lord requires nothing more of ma.n than his acknowledgement of 
22 . 

5 . Preyer end Fas ting 

Pr~er and fasting a.r e instruments by which t he people can make 

atonement and win God ' s forgi veness • ' J;;ost efficacious are t he pr~ers 
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of the pioua . ~e :fervent prtcy"ers of the seer Moses and the saintly 

Mordecai brought a.bout the revocat i on of the decree of destruction 
23 . 

that God had issued against the Jews in the time of ~sther . ~e 

fasting and the supplication of innocent children a.rouse God's at -

t r ibute of tender mercy . 1:he cries of 22, 000 innocent children 

moved the Lor d to have compassion on the J ews in Persia. during the 
24 . 

reign of ,\hs.sueru.s . 

\lb.en Israe l in prayer cells u pon God in t ime of troubl e , He 
25. 

answers them ,., i thout delay. 

C. Sayings 

Abba Ger i on c oil'*1 five maxims: A3 soon e.s dishonest men be-

cooe judges of the peopl e , numerous VTill be the fal se witness e s . 

,,i th t he rise of informers among the peopl e come s the c onfiscation 

of pe rsonal pr operty . Bespect for humo.n beings i s lost when men 

bec ome impudent . 'llie teeth of people are set on edge when the pe r -

s on of inferior ability boasts th.et he is greater than his superior • 

.. hen God i s :provoked to anger by the deeds of His be loved children, 
26 . 

He sends theri punishmen t . 

Rabbi Jocb.a.nell said: ilhoever voices wisdom, be he a gentile, is 
27 . 

c a lled a s~~ . 

The .Babb is taught: ·;,hoever does not g ive cred it to the person 
28 . 

he quotes is like one who sheds blood. Rabb i Ela.zar said: Re 

who g ives a. statement in the name of its author brings r edemption 
29. 

into the world. 
30. 

~·;hoever denies "fore ign worship" rney- be cal led a Jew. 
31. 

It is the ignorant man vrho i s f irst to offer an opinion. 
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32. 
When the ox has fallen to the ground, sharpen the knif'e . 

One keen observation is better th.an a heap of superficial 
33 . 

impressions . 

D. Superstitions 

According to the Rabbis, divlna.tion was an art practised among 

the heathens. 1:ordece.i had to keep close watch over Esther while 

she was in the p:l.lace so that no sorcery could be performed upon 
34. 

her . Haman resorted to astrology to detennine the auspicious 
35. 

moment to annihilate the Jew:1 . 
36 . 

The practice of biblioma.ncy was common among the Jews . 

The individual would interpret as a good or bad. anen the verse 

just learned by a boy in school. ..hen Mordecai heard about the 

edict to persecute the Jews , he excitedly went up to three children 

who had just left the school-house and asked them to repeat the 

verses they haC. just studied. The first boy spoke : "Be not afraid 

of sudden t error, neither of the destruction of the wicked, when 

i t cometh." The second lad sai<i that he had concluded his lessons 

\'Tith a statement from Isaiah: "To.ke counsel toeether, and it al:all 

be brought to na\lcht . Speak the word, and i t shall not stand; for 

God is \ii th us • 11 The third fello•1 quoted the l:i.st verse he had 

studied in school: "Even t o old t.ge , I am the same ; and even to 

t he time of hoary hairs will I ca:rry you. I have ma.de and I will 

bear; yee., I will ca:rry e.nC. \'1il: deliver. " Upon hearing these en-
~••'!). c/ 3'Z. 

coure..gi?lb words , 1:ordecai' a S!)iri t was "IH:e9ed. with hope . 

Deep a i¢fice.nce was _laced upon dree.I:19 . 1:ordecai found 
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in his dream of long a.go an omen that forecast a favorable .-.it-
38. 

come for t he Jews in Persia. .Aha.suerus suspected Haman of 

conspiracy because of a dream in which he s aw Haman brandish a 
39. 

svrord over h is heed . 

E. The Wicked 

The vlicked are subjec t to t h e power of t heir emotions . The 

right eous , on the other hand, exerc ise their will over the i r emo-
40. 

tions . 

'l'he wicked , -.mlike the right eot'.S , will go down to defeat, 
41. 

never to rise again . 

Cursed i s the ant i - Semit e who seeks to impr ove upon the 

violeftt sche:nes of h is predecessors in order to exterminate Israel . 

Esau believed that Cain acted foolishly in sle,ying Abel while the i r 

f a ther was still living. He overlooked the fact thaiMam• still 

prolific , would have anothe r son who Y1oul d become the a_11cest or 

of Is ra~l . There:"o r e Esau said: "Let the days of mourning for 

~- f a t her appr oach and then I shall sl~ my brother J acob." 

l'ha raoh saw how Es au ' s ;:la.n came t o naucht . Consequently , he 

or dered that every new- born male c!"!ild be ca.st into the :file. 

Howeve r , he lost sif;ht of t he fact that s l nce he a llov1ed the 

d.aut;ht ers t o live , t hey wou l d bear children t hrough whom Israe l 

would be preserved. Haman, hov1ever , realizing Pharaoh' s error, 

gave t he command to kill and v;ipe out a.11 the Jews , young and 

old, t hroughout the le.ad . In the future, ~ and 'Uaf;og wi ll r ise 

up eW'en t:l{)'ainst God i n or deT t o extirpate Is r ael . Then God will 
42 , 

d8'stroy Go)- anC.. lle.gog . 
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The ev il outlook of t he wicked pl unges t hem into Gehennom, 

whereas the sp i r itual outlook of t he r ightous lif t s t h em to t he 
43 . 

di vine b.:?igb ts . 
4.4. 

The wicked will b e judged in Gehennom naked. 'lhere are 

seven s torie s of f ire i n Gehennom: the botto~ost i s c alled .drka 
•~« 

and is half-fir e and rui.1:--;i~n. ·:.hen tho wic:ced ii4t j u.dge9., they 

are l ed fro~ fire to h3.il .::i.nu back t o fire . In Gehenno~ is a.lso 

to be :'ound a (;iant scor p ion. Th.? i dol \1or3n i r- er a.nd the disbe-
45. 

lieve:- ane punished by all the elements in Geh~nnom. 

F. !!oral lessons 

:&.r J c chruli W:ll!"!:ed to preva.re c. i'eas t for the l eaders of 

:ao~e . Re c onsulted with Rabbi Eliezer, the son of Rabbi J ose. 

" If you invite twcnt;1 ,;o.lests , prepa::e :for t-.1ent ,:1- five ; end if you 

inyite t Hent·- f ive {;..i.ests , r r epa.re for thirty, " W::l.S the ~vice 

tho.;; fubbi Elie~e!· g:1Vc hi.=! . 

Bar Joch."'lAi , ho .;ev.._T, aG::od t\·1c11ty- five voo- l e to attend. 

ll.is be.nquet l'lhile h e nDl:/o :Jrovision::: only :'or t·went;,r- f ou.r . l3ei.."lg 

:!lort 3. portion of food , he set be!'ore the twe:.ity- fif th .:;uest some 

of h is cold. Ang-ered by the !'ac t t: at he WS.3 deprived of food, 

th..: guest t ii.rew t he gold int o the f a ce of h io !lost aud re:narked: 

" Do I want y<:m:r gold? Can I eat b'Ol d? " The next ~. Bar Joch-

!lai cwne and tol d Rabb i Eliezer of thi3 et1b:irras 3i DG e;. isode . "You 

were riGht , " he told. Rabbi Zl i e ::e r . " I shoilld have ma.de pr e:1ara-

tioll3 f or mor~ t han the number o~ i nvi t ed su.ests, as y ou said. 

Bu.t tell me , a.s a person \fho is er>-62-b--red on~· .:n the s tudy of the 

Torah. \/hero did y ou get your knowl edge of' how to donduct a fea st?" 
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46. 
Re.bbi Eliezer a.ns·::ered: "Even that \7e l earn from the Tor ah. " 

A ~ ::ihould not silltlle out one son and show favoritism to 

h i. , lest his other sons c;ro·.v jealous and thereby be drlven to 

do wrong • Su.ch was the case uhen J acob bestowed upon J oEeph a. 

coat of 11!D-'13 coloTs . 'lhe other sons became envious o~ Joseph 
47. 

and s ol d him to a band o: Isbma.eli tes . 

The Rabbi s came to Ba.rbukin to collect money f or t he su.pr.ort 

of schol ars . .'1ien they overheard him tell his son to purchase 

fo r 1:.mch vet;:ete.bles o'!' inferlor quality and of mu.ch cheaper rice , 

',;hey cai d : " Ho:: C!l.11 :;e expect such a :;icor tw.ll to r;i ve a donr.tion? 

Lot ua ::'irst do our \1or:: in the city :md then croc be.cl: to nim. " 

Afther they had raised t he funds in the city, they r eturned to 

B?.r';)ukim e.ni as::ed f or a co11tribution. He r ef erred t hem to h is wife, 

wno , he claimed, \'loul d r;ive them a riurce of dinars . "Bu.t, t .:il l me , " 

Br.~·;-,u.;.:in i n terrogat ed, "wey di dn' t you stop here before :rm:}.:ent to 

the c l t y?" ~e Re.ob..:.s tll ... .i e:i:pl e.i.r.ed how they stopped s.nd heard 

him order vegetables t:.W. t only s poo.L· rum ·:1oul d bey . B:i.rbu.l::in 

re:r,. lied: " I can s tint on m;,rse l~ all I ·:11lllt , but I ma;f not c.nd am 
48. 

u..'lwillins to be econ~mical in ;:-er.:'.'or:ui.ng a Lli tzv&ll;. " 

Re.bbl $3.non of Yoceai accc~ted an invitation e;:t ended hm 

by a i;entile fr iend to pe.rte.;:e of a meal. He observed that although 

the service was o.f sllver and ~old, t l:e !'ood \'/:l.S ches.y ~d ; l a.in. 

" .'i"n:.J this inconsiste::icy of poor food snd e:cpensi ve service?" as:&:ed 

. :nbbi Sir:ion. Hi s gentile hos t .-~plied : "As for y o-J. J ews . tha study 

o~ the Tor ah brint,-s you honor . :a<.it :!' ve did not have :i;;ossessioruJ 
49 . 

of silve r and GOld, wo ·:1vuld not com.'UUld the res};ect o: anybodJ . " 
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The Rabbis once held a discuss ion in the attic of Rabbi 

Tal'phon to fi11d. an ansr1er to the quest ion : "'.Jho is the person tha t 

perforns rightouaness at a ll times?" Th~ tea.chel's of Bible and 

llishna were elimi.nated, since they did not e~ in the work of 

right~usness duri.ne the moments of eating and aleepillG• ~or the 

same r eason . those who mcJ/e Tefillin and l!ezuzoth also were ex-

eluded. T!;e Rabbis then decided that t he person •mo r a ises a.n 

orphan in :.ls house ls the only one \/ho engaged in rig:tttou snes3 
50 . 

at every moment . 

G. lli sce lla.nies 

The wife of Tra.ja.n gave birth to a oon on the ninth of ..'...b. 

Since this wn.s the d.a.te of the destr-action of t he 'i"em? le ,. the 

Jews mourned. The child died on 0hannµ ksh ; yet , despi te the sad. 

occurence the Jev1s lit the candles and celebrated the festival . 

subsequently o.n individual came before Trajan' s wife and mali gned 

the Jews . ''Ho-.·: cu.reed a.re these J e\'ts 1" he said. " \1b.cn your son 

was born, they spent the d.ey in laoentat ion; and. vlhen he died, 

the;; kindled lights a.nd rejoiced. " 

Incensed at this unseemly conduct or t he Jews , si.e sent a 

message to Trajan, asking him to interir.::.pt his ca:?lpaign against 

the barbarians in order to subdue the sons of Israel . Trajan 
52. 

hastened to Palestine by fleet and kEled mtlJlY Jews . 

It was ta.ll(;ht in the name . f Babb~. !fa.than that there existed: 

In Alexandria, 9 measures of unchastity , and in the rest of the world only l ; 

II In Rome, 9 II " wealth II II " " l· • " " " 
In Wd, 9 " " poverty , " II " II II " " l; 
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In F.gypt, 9 measures of sorcery, a.nd in the rest of the world only l; 

In rJke1, (Ara.':lia.f) 9 " sttt.pidi ty, " " " " " " " " l; 

In Ishmael, " 9 " health " It " " " " " tt l· • 
In Persia., 9 measures " vermin, " " " " ft " " " l ; 

In Media, 9 " " beauty, " " " " " " " " l· • 
In East , ') " " h i e '3ousness , " " It ti ti t t " ti l· • 
In Chaldea ~ " ti bravery, " " " " " " ti " l; 

In Judah, 9 ti " might, " " ti ti " " " " l; 

In Jerusalem, 9 " " lov• l iness, " " " ti " " ti ti 1: 

In Palestine, 9" 
,, 

wisdom, " " ti ti ti It " " l; 

In Pal est i ne , 9" " Torah, " " ti " " " " " l; 
53 . 

In Jerusalem, 9" " eypocrisy, 11 " " " " " " " l; 

It is interesting to note t hat the Rabbis were familiar ·.vi th 

t he signs of the ~od:ac ...nJ enur.;c~a.ted them in their proper order. 
54. 

They also had equivalent Hebr ew terms for the twelve constellations . 

'lhe statement of Rabbi Juden, the son/ of Aa.bbi Simeon, m.a,y prove 

of sane significa.n\ . He holds that Esther res orted t o t : e use ot a 
55. 

c ontraceptive in her sex relatiom:;;ii p vlith Ahasueru.s . 

Rabbi Ne.than of Jlt,th Gubrin made t h is comment. iliere e.re four 

languages that are excellent for ciifferent purposes : Gree~ for music, 
~6 . 

Pe r s ian for lsmentation, Hebrew for conversation, and Le.tin for war. 

Hebrew has speech of its O\".U, but no v:riting. Assyrian (A.shurit) 

a. written al}ili.e.bet but he.s no s po:Zen word. 'lhet Hebrew there-
57 . 

fore adopted the As syria.n scr i~ •• 
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Chapter Four 

Concl usion 

~us ·:1e bring thi s .1or k to a close . In its pa.~s 

we have attel"lpted to reveal the :Rabbinical interpretatio:i 

of '!;he Book of Esther .:u1d the messege o! comfort and hope 

expressed t herein. Although we have more than scratched t_ e 

SUXf!l.Ce • the stud;; is h"-I"dly COl:lplete and exho.u.stive . If• 

for exa.>:iple. use ·,ui.s nede of Tar.;um I and II, our labor 

would undoubtedly have been enriched. 

Hov1ever, a great deal of personal enrichment has cone 

to the author of this research . ~ough it, he belie;es he 

has acquired a deeper understanding of Rabbinical exegesis 

o.nd thought and a certain ease and facili~J in the purs..U.t 

of schol arship . 
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LIST OF AJ3BREVLtTIONS 

A. G. llid.rash Abba Gorion (Buber} 

B. H. Beth Hamidrash (Jellinek) 

D. D. v. DQr Dor V' Dorshov (Weiss) 

E. R. Esther Rabba 

G. v. C-ott esdienstliche VortrB:ge ( Zunz) 

J" • .E. J"evlish Encyclopoedia 

L. T. Lel:ah Tov (Buber) 

Meg. Tractate !.1egilla (lls.bli) 

1~ . ?:. . E. ntl.re.sh ~egill~t Esther (Horowitz) 

1.i. hl. IJ:idrash Lfegilla (G::i.ster) 

P. R. E. Pirke D' Rabbi Eliezer. 

P. A. r. Panim Aherim r. (Buber) 

P. A. n. Panim Aherin: II. (Buber) 

Y. Yalki.lt Shimoni 
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sent in the Talmud.. Ga.ste.r ex pl ains this phenanenon by 

the f act that t hese vrere originally in the Ta~ but 
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•I 
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N' 0 T E S 

Chapter II 

l. Meg. lla; u. M. E. 57. In contras t to this view, he is 

described as the son of Darius 8l'ld d.e•cen491lt of Cyrus. 

2 . P . II. I 23a; Y. ;l.045; l!eg. ll.a.. 'lhe opposit1a opinion is 

also expr essed: that Ahasuerus was not the be1st choice for 

king, but that he was able to buy his posi tioia. at a high 

price. 

3. Meg. ll.a: Y. 1045; the three kings are Ahab, Ne buchad-

ne§Zar and Ahasuerus . P . A. II 28b r a ises the number of 

kings to rl.lle ove r the world t 9 four , Solomon being the 

four t h . According to E. B. 5a, Ahasu.erus rulod only one-

halt the world, whereas Sol omon, Ahab, Nebuchadnezzar and 

Cyrus hel d swq over t he ent ire universe. 

4 . ?.:eg. lla; E. R. Sa; L. T. 4Sa; ll. U. Ee 57 ;: P . A. I 

23a ; ~ . A. II 28b. 

5. L • ...• ..:.. . 57; Y. 1045; L. T. 45a; Ee B. 6a. 

6 . A. G. 2b; E. R. 6b. 

7 . ._ G. 4b; Y. 1046; P. A. II 29b; L. T. 45a .• 

8 . Ee B. 7a . 

9. A. Ge 4b; P. A. II 298; Y. 1046; L. T. 45a . 

10. ....,. B. 7a.. 

11. L:eg. 12a; 11. M. E. 59. 

12. A. G. Sa; Y. 1046 ; P. A. II 29b; L. T. 45b; E. B. Sb. 

'lhe latter ~s of f estiv i ties were just as gl1orious a.s the 



13 •· l?.Jr •• E. • chapter 49. · 

11.. G. 5a; Y. 1046; P. A. II 29b; 

16•· P. 11. E. 49. ct. A., G. 5a and Y. 1048, which sta:tes that 

the Jews we:x•e forced to eat food that was no·t kosher. 

17 • E. R•' 9b; .A. G. 5b; Y •' 1048; L. T;' 45b., 

18. '11ho literal tra:nFJlation reads: ·t;he goblets being diverse 

f:r.om· one e.110thor• 

19;; A.' G6· 5b; Y.9' 1048; ;p •. A. II 30a; L. T. 45b. 

21 •. P., A. II 30a; Y•' 104,8; JJ.· T.i: 46a; J'.fog. 13ae' 

22. L; T. 46a; Ct•' E. R. lOa; Y,~[048; A. G. 6a. ~hete 

27 (.' 

28$ 1 

29. 

:,)0_. 

were people attending a·t the banquet who, being u.naocus·tmed 

·to drink. from the Persian goblets 1were supplied with vessels 
who 

out of which they would drink$ Also the gti.ests~were in the 

habi·t of drinking before the meal followed ·their usu.al cus-

·tom. Those accwrtomed to eat first and then drink followed 

theh• custom. 

Y. 1049; P.i A. II 30b.' 

]' ,. R. l2b. 

]' • 4 ~ B. • J.3a; Meg·, 12b; A. G,. 'la; ;p. A. II 50b; Y; l.049; 

L. Te 46a. 

lite n. E. 49. 



55. 1.t. 1l. I:lO. According to this OCIDe!lt• Taaht1 1 e period ot 

JD8118trllation had pasaed and now ebe wu wll ..,.m;- !Jilt u 

8he wu about t.o obq the ~·• oQlll!!ADI• 8he llegul to men­

•truaw aeain. ~is wu her pulisbment tor not allowing 

the Jewish ma1deu to Aeed. 1ibelr meutruaucm. 

~6. Ee Be l5b; Keg. l2b; M. Jl .• Ee 6li Y.-1 1050; L. f. 46b -

47&; A. Ge Sb; accordiDg to Ee a.. A. a··· and Le !l'•• the 

Jewish C011DC1llors were ot the tribe or lasachar. 

57. Carshema csme :tram AfriCJ&; Slettar from India; .Admct1iha 

t?-am mom; Tarshiah rrom Tarsua; lleres. Jlaraem.. and Jre­

ucan from Jerusalem: A. a. 8b-9a; Pe A. II Sla; Le f ;< 

47a. 

58. O!.e l!eb- phrase rea48 hi L Ii.. 14.ayv·f••• [ ,_,,_ -<! 
and the literal translation is: Re was B\1&l"dian over the 

""" vetch ( a grass or bean ted to animals ). JV use ot tWe 

tig'llre or SIJeech. we arrive at above rendition. 

$9. E. B.' 14a. 1!!.e names are also explained allegorical)¥ 

in this passaee. 

40.~ •· K • .E. 61; Y •' 1051. 

41. Ee Be 14b; A. Ge 9a; L. ~.· 47a. 

4Z. Belahqsa.r•s disrespect. Here we find the view expresaed 

by the lab bis of the sins ·be~ visited upon the children. 
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44. E. R. l 5a; E. R. 16b ; A. G. 9a; Y. 1049 ; P. A. I I 

30b ; L. T. 47a . 

45. Thi s is a CQ!Ullent on the words '"',.l, ,-P/'~ in Chai- . I . lo of 

the t ext: E. R. lSa.; lJeg. 12b; Y. Jl. I.10 ; P . R. E. 4.9 ; 

Li. ll . E. 60 ; Y. 1049. 

46 . Meg. 12b; LI. M. I : l O; ll . M. F . 60; P . R. E. 4S; Y. 1049; 

L. T. 47b . 

47 . E. R. l6b; A. G. ~a; Y. 1051; P. A. II 3la; L. T. 47b. 

48 . P . A. II 3 l b ; Y. 1051. 

49. Esther II: s 

so. Meg. lSaa P . A. II 3lb - 32a.: tr. llI. II 5; lI. 1!. E . 63 . 

er . inci~ent in I I Samuel l 61srr ., v.Uich describes the revol t 

of Absol om and the bl asphemy of Sb.mei b . Ger s.. 

51. Meg. 32b ; 1.i. t i . II 5 ; Y . M. E. 63 . 

52 . P. B. E. 50 ; t:. 11. E . G2 - 63 ; Y. 1651 P. A. II 3lb9 P. A. · II 40a . 

5Z. . I • R • -~ 
.!li e 50 ; Li. 11. s. G3 ; l':eg. l2b; Y. 105l f P. A. II 

3lb. 4 l b i L. T. 47b . 'lhe t:id.rash puns on the nsmes - ::>•..c, ;~ 

,, .. J ~.~ ..,.,, te ,..,,,.1 I;, . ,, ,., r;.j l 7(l, t..,11 ..,- 7'/• ,. (' 7 •1, 1 / ' . f./ ; ..a . ..,,.. ( / .. . . . .. I 

54. Y. 1053 ; P. A. II 30a . Another comment of Y. adds that 

Mordecai was a voluntary exile . 

55. E. R. 18a.; Meg. 13a; Y. 10-3; tI . 1!. E. GS . 

56 . Y. 1053 . 'lhe rema.inder of the comment is interesting: wen 

~bbi Abahu in hi3 discourse before the peopl e spoke of lJor­

decai nursing Esther , the peopl e ls.~ed at such a ridicu-
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lous thO'l;.ght. i'lhereupon Abahu. to prove its possibili ty 

cited a statemen t of Simon B. Elazar. to the effect that t he 

milk of a man is ,, .• t'. 
67 • Meg. 13a; Y • 1053: :M. M. II 7 : Li. M. E. 63 • 

68. P . A. II 32a; Ye 105~ ; the myrtle is symbolic of a ll 

the righteous . Ci'. : Meg . 13a; M. Y. E . 63; L. T. 47b . 

!:9. •· R. 18a. 

60. Meg. 13a; Y. 1053. Venus oorres}Jond.s to their deity" As-

tarte. Note the use of the word 

61. Meg . 13a ; M. M. E . l3; Y. 1053. Note the pley on the words 

., .. . and , A 0'• • 

62 . Ye 1053; Le T. 47b. 

63 . A. G. 9b; Y. 1053 ; P. A. II 32a. 'lb.ere is the belief that 

she was 40 yea.rs and 80 y ears . Some readings give 74 years 

and arrive a t it by 00t11p11ting the numeric value of 

which adds up to 74. 

64 . A. G. 9b ; Y. 1053. 

65. P . A. II l2a - 32b. 

66 . Lf. M. II: 9. 

67 . 1Jeg. 13a; P . Re E. 50; P. A. II 32b : L. T. 48a. 

6e. M. M. II 9: Meg. 13a.. 

69. E. R. lea. 

70 . M. M. II 9. 

71. Ee R. l ea. 

12. E. R. l ea . 

73. P . A. II 32b ; Y. 1053; L. T. 48a. 

74. P . A. II 32b; Y. 1053. 
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75. Y. 1053. 

76. F. A. II 52b - 53a; Y. 1055. 

77. E. R. l Bb; A. G. 9b• • L. T. 48a. 

78. E. R. 18b; A. G. lOa; Y. 1055; P. A. II 35a; L. T. 

48b. 

79. E . B. 18b; A. G. lOa; Y. 1053; P e A. II 53a; L. T. 

48b. 

eo. E e B. lBb. Note p~ on word '?~' . 
81. Y. 1055; P. A. II 52b. 

82 . Y. 1053; P. A. II 32b. 

83. 11. M. V:6. 

84. A. G. lOa; P. A. II 33a; Y. 1055; L. T. 48b. 

85. E. n. 18b; A. G. lOb; Y. 1053. 'lhe reason give.n in 

L. T. 49a for taking the king' s 11.te is dl!terent. :Big-

than and Ter esh plan the king' s overthrow because he did 

did not select a queen fran 9ZJ3 of their relatives . 

86. Y. 1053; P. A. II 53a. 

87. Meg. l.Sb; P. B. E. 50; Y. 1055; M. JU. Ee 64; L. Te 48b. 

According to P. A. II 33a, the chamberlains pl anned to hide 

a poisonous snake in the king' s bed.chamber which they hoped 

would kill him. Furthermore, Kortecai l earned about the 

plot thr01J8h the {J,l,. nn • 

88. P. B. E. 50; M. ll. E. €4. AccorO.ing t o P. A. II 33b, 

Bigthsn and '.i'eresh, e:Nare that their plot i s uncovered, 

hasten t o remove the serpant fran the king' s bedchamber. 

Bu.t God created a viper and pl aced it there in order to 

spare t:ordece.i any embar rassment . 



89. 

90. 

91 . 

92. 

93. 
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Y. 1053; P. A.. II 33a. 

A. G. lla.. 

P. R. E. 50; E. R. 19b; P. A. I 23b. 

E. R. l9a.; A. G. lls.; Y. 1053. 

E. Li. 19e.; A. G. lOb - lla; L. T. 49a. To explain 

Reman•s undeserved appointment . the following parable 

is told . A. man had an ass , a donkey 8lld a. pig. One 

~ the ass compl ained to the donkey that ~ they 

viho wor ked and sweated for their mast er received t heir 

food in measured quant ity, bu.t the pig, who romped about 

all d.ey, was given as much f ood as he could consume . 

'lhe donkey consoled the ass and said: "'Ille time \'iill 

come vihen you will see t lUlt the p ig has not been as 

f avored as you have thought . " After the pi g was fattened, 

he wa.s slaught er ed . 

9.t.: . P. R. E. 50; ~. R. 19b; P . A. I 23b ; I.:. ll. E. C4; 

M. Li. III: 1 . 

95. I.r. M. II: 5 . 

96. Genes is xxxrrr. 

97. ~. R. l t b ; A. G. llb; Y. 1054; P. A. I 25a . 

96 . A. G. 12a; Y. 1054 ; P. A. II 33b - 34a; L. T. 49b . 

'Ille bi blical ver se quot ed i s from Isa i ah 57:21. 

99. E . R. 20a; A. G. 12b; P e A. I 23b; Y. 1054; ? . A. 

II ~a; L. T. 49b; ii. M. E. 65 - 66; P. R. E. 50; Note 

s light variations. 

10~ . 3 . R. 20b; A. G. 12b; ~. A. I 23b; Y. 1054; P. A. II 

34b ; L. T. 50a.; l.:'. J.:. E. 65 - 66; l. R. E. 50; !deg . lSb ; 

"' u. III:7 . note sEbht variat ions in cleta.ils . 
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101. .IQjS. 

102 . Lr. ll. III: 9 . 

10s . Ik. III:8 • 

104. i.:. l'.L.66 . 

105. 1.;. M. III:8 ; ti. M. E. 66; 1Ieg. lSb; Y. 1054. 

lOI. :i.:. M. II I : 9. 

107 . E. B. 2la; A. G. 13b; Y. 1054; P . A. I 25b ; P. A. 

II 34b ; 11:. 1r. E . 66 ; L. T. 50a - 50b. 

108 . ~. 

109. E. n. 2la- 2lb; A. G. 14a; Y. 1054; P. A. I 25b; L. T. 50b. 
P.A. s.~~11 . 

110 . 1:. ll. E. 68 ; E. R. 2lb; Y. 1057J.\ Cf . A. G. l 4b and P. A. II 

S4b : hare the f ate of .Ama.l ek and Siser a., enemies of the Israel-

ites , a.re a lso discu.ssed. 

111. E. :1. 22a, 23a; J.. G. l6b; L:. Ji~. E. 60; L. T. 50b. Y. 

1057 . 

112 . ~ . R. 22a - 22b; A. G. 15a; L. T. 50b; Y. 1054; t:. U. E. 

68 - 69. Cf. the different versions in P . A. I 240., ,1hich 

s tates th.:lt HeJUW. him.self i33'Ues the decree. 

113. E. R. 22b; A. G. l 6b ; Y. 1057 ; L. T. 5la; U. Mi E. 69. 

114. P. A. II 34b, Y. 1054. 

115. E. R. :!".l:a.; Y. 1056 ; P. A. I 26a. 

116 . P. A. II 3!>a . 

117 . E. R. 23a - 2Sb; A. G. 16b ; L. T. 5la.; Y. 1057; M. 

u. :r;. 70. Cf . vers ion in P. A. I:24a : God 3Ul!l.lll0ll9 the 

a.trie.rch3 bef ore Him an· ota.tes the Israelites ~erit ex-

tlnction. 'lhe i..r ::i.LJ. was tht3.i.r neglecting to aanc"ti±y God 

in the deys of Nebuchadnezzar , etc . 
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118 . E. R. 24b; P. A. I 26a; A. G. 18a; P. A. II 35b. 

Cf• : In E. R. 23b, Y • 1056, lleg. 15a., M. :tl. IV:4 , Iii. . l!:I. 

E. 70, in \lhich vie find that the shock she suffered at 

that time brought on her menstrustion. Also note the 

cOt:llllent in E . R. 24b and P. A. I 26a, •:r..l.ich states that 

Esther resorted to a. pr actice to avoid pregns.ncy. 

119. E . R. 24b ; Y. 1056 ; cf . ver s ion of Dr eam in Li. 1: . E . 

G7. ilie Dream of Mo rdecai and the Pr~ers of Mordecai 

and Es ther a.re to be found in the apocrypha.l work known 

as the Additions to Es t her. A Hebrew trw.1slation o:: the 

Greek original is to be found in l osippon. chap. IV. 

Accordin& to schol ars , l ater r ed.a.ctor s f r om aosippon 

inserted these selectionfinto E. R. See Heb. translatioll3 

(end a l so Aramaic) of the Additions to Es ther in Jel~tk, 

B. H. 1.r., pp . 1- 16. The inter pretation of the dream is 

not given by the 1.:idrash. 

120. .::: . :1. 25a . 

121. P. :n. E. 50; E. R. 25a; !,; • 11. E. 70; Y. 1056; P. A. 

II 3'a. Accord.ing to P. R. E., E. .. , !llld 1.r. 11 . E., the 

fast started on the 13th day of Nisa.n. 

122 . E. R. 25a; A. G. l7b. L. T. 5la - 5lb. 

123 . lil. R. 25a.. Compare Pr S3e* f Mor decai vii t:i that found 

in JelJantk' s Heb~ew translation o: the ap?cryphal Addi-

tlons to Es~ r in :n . H. ~. V: 1- 16. Also cor.ipare it with 

versions in P. R. E. 50 and Josipron (see note 119. ). 
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124. E . R. :?5a - 25b. See versions of Esther ' s Pre;{er a.s .found 

in Jelllf:iec•s Heb . translation: 13 . H. u •• PP• l-16 • • 

Also c c.-:>:u·e with Josippon 4 . 

125 . Le R. 25b; L. T. 52a - 5Zb ; Y. 1056, 1059; P. he II 

36a. In P. A. II ~Sa. there is expressed another ver-

sion o_ the apperu·n:u::e before the ki.1J8 : Ail.:i.suerus was 

smitten with blindness. However. vlhen he s e t his eyes 

in her direction, his sight was restored. So over4oyed 

was he th.at he held out the sceptre t o Esther. She. over-

came y:ith !"right, !i::r.d no strength left to lift her hand. 

~ereuponp the s ceptre extended itself the =equired l eno""'1;h 

necessary f o:- Esther to touch it without expendinc any 

126 . Lreg. 15bJ ~:. L!. E . 11; Y. W56. 

127 . ~. M. E. 71. 

128. L!. Ll. E. 71 ; l:. 1!.. V:6 ; L . T. 52b. 

~o. 

l3J.. 

P . R. E. 50. 

P • .L II 36a - 36b . The words a.re obscure . 

lhlber suggeais in note 155 that they bo joined to foro the 

\7ord 1. -' · {; 1 •·• • r:ieaning discipline. 'lhe suggestion 

was ad.opted. 

129. P. A. II 36a . 

132 • E. R. 25b; A.. G. lBb; Y • 1057; l(. t:. E. 73 ; L. T. 53a. 

Compare with the version in P. A. II 36b ::i.nJ. Y. 1056. 

133 . E. R. 25b ; A. G. 2la - 2lb ; Y. 1059; P. Ae I 24a -

Cf , "'i~ 
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24b; L. T. 54b - 55a. Cf . with the version in P . A. 

II 39a, which differs c ompl etely. There , none of the 

trees v:a.s desirous of becoming defiled by the boey of 

Haman. The cedar finally was selected for the purpose . 

Also cf . with the version in Y. 1054, which states t hat 

Haman, by casting lots , found th.at the cedar tree v111.s c ost 

suHable for the gallows . 

134. A. G. 2lb; Y. 1059; P. A. I 24b; L. T. 53a. Accordi'l'lg 

";1 -~ · G. 19a , the beezu was cu.t from a tree that grew in 

-t: < r o;;i-1 gardana. '!here is another ver sion expr essed 

- ~he s ame passage as well as in P. A. II 3 6b - 37a and 

- • 1056 to the effec t that Farsh.9nda.th.a., the gove rnor of 

. .a.rdunia , pro7ided his r~.";her Haman •:tith a beam of a. cedar 

__ ·ee t hat was te.Len from Iioah' s ark. Cf . t h is with F. R. E. 

oO, ·:1hich states that "the bean for the gallo:IS came !'r an 

the Holy of Holie s . 

135. E. R. 26a; A. G. 19a; 1: . 1:. E . 73; L. T. 53a . In P. A. 

I 24b, Gabriel , in.3 t ead of t he :Ba.t Kol, -:iakea the declara­

tion. 

136 . z. R. 26a - 26b; A • c. 19a - 19b; L. T. 53a; ~ . ~. E. 

73; Ye 1057 • 

137 . A. G. 19b ; P. ~. I 24b; F . A. II 37b ; L. ~. 53b • 

.;.ccord.ing t o ? • A. I , it U th~ angel !iicilael ·/liu) dlsturbs 

..Us.z-aer-11.S ' alee.fl • ...:iere is an al~gether diffe rent ve::-::ion 

gi~en !..."1 ? • .?.. :: . 50, - • ~ 26b, 8Jld Y. 1057 to eA:-:. l a in 

the '.'.:!.ng' s !.n3ocn ~ :a. . .llia :r'.le!'\13 sees in a drear.~ 



attacking him with a drawn sword. He then r~oves the 

cro-Nn from .Ahasuerus ' head and the regal attire . 'ihe 

king awakens. alarmed with f r ight. He becanes convinced 

of the trllth of the dream whe.n the servants inform him 

of the presence of Haman in the palace at such an es.rly 

hour. 

138. A. G. l 9b; P. A. I 24b; L. T. 5Zb• 53b; Y. 1057; 

Meg. l5b; M. M. VI:l. 

139. A. G. 20a; P. A. II 37b; Y. 1057; u. U. VI:l . AD­

cording to another view expressed in Y. 1057 and P . A. 

II 37b. the incident was expunged from the chronicle• 

but l:liJah recorded it a.cain. See Y. 1057 about the 

number• of Haman' s so~ the service of the king. 

140. A. G. 20a; P. A. II 38a; L. T. 53b. 

141. t:eg. 16a; P. B. E. 50; Y. 1058 ; P. A. II 38a; L. T. 

53b - 54a. 

142. :&g. l6a; 

20b - 2la; 

143 • E • .R. 27a; 

P. R. E. 50; ll. L:. ~. 72 ; E. R. 26b; A. G. 

Y. 1058; L. ~. ~> P. A. II 380. 

A. c. 2la; Y. 1058; - • T. 54a. 1he psalm 

recited at the process ion was Ps . 30. Accor4ing to P. A. 

II 38b, it \'te.3 Ps . 118. 

144. :.:eg. 16e.; I.:. ?.'.:. E. 7Z; Y. 1058 ; L. T. 54.a. Cf. with 

versions in E. R. 27b and P . A. II 38b• which ste.~cs th.et 

Ssz:l3ll' s d.ang::lter threw hcrse l=' frcm the window -;-:L.en she 

sa...-. k OVI 3aoan, l eading l:ordece..:. th:-~·..:.'-'h the streeto, wa s 

d.isg:-aced . 
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145. A. G. ~la; P. A. II 38b ; L. T. 54b. 

146 . Since the Mid.rash comments are few in number and greatly 

scattered after Chap. VII of Esther. we shall cite them 

a long with t he ~drashim on Chap . VII. but di s c ontinue 

gi ving the text . 

147. l!eg. 16a; U. ?.:. E. 74; P. R. E. 50; E. R. 27b; Y. 1058; 

P . A. II 38b - 39a; L. T. 54b. According t o P. R. E. 

and E. :a.. the angel Ji!ichael.di sgu.ised a s a son of H8Zl18ll, 

hewed down the trees . According to u. M. E., L. T •• and 

11eg •• angel s disgllised as men cut do·.m the trees a t the 

order of Haman. 

148 . Y. 1059; P . A. II 39a. Cf• with P. R. E. 50 and E. R. 

27b which mai ntains t hat it was Elijah who appeared be­

f ore Ahe.suerus in the fom of Harbonsh. Lieg . 16a holds 

that Harbonsh fled v1hen he saw Haman in danger, for he, 

too. vra.s implica ted. 

149. L• R. 27b ; Y. 1058. 

150. P. R. E. 50; 3 . R. 28a; ~. 1059. 
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BO TES 

Chapter III 

1. Keg. 121>1 14. K. 1:10; )[. K. Ee 60; P. :R. E. 49; E. :a.· 

~a: Y. 10il9. 

2. E. R. 17b; P • .A. II 4lb. 

3. P. A. II 32a: Y. l~. 

4. P. A. I 2Sa; H. J.i. E. 56; Keg. lla. ct. wi"th 

P. A. II 28b end Y. 104.5. 

5. E. R. 17b: A. G. 9b; L. T. 47b. 

6. Ueg. 121>; V:. K. E. 62; E. :R. 14b; Y. 1051; L. T. 

47 a.. See .Eather I: 14tf. 

7. E. :R. ~. 

s. 1!.eg. ~a: u. li. II:7: K. M. E. ~: Y. l~. 

9• Yl 1057: 
.,.. 
.i:.. B. 2lb, 25a • 

10. E. R. 20a. 

11. E. R. 2lb; Y. 1057. 

12 • .D..14· 

~. P • .Ae I 2Zb; Ee Ee 2lb. 

14. E. R. 31> ..... 

15. E. R. 19b; A. G. llb: L. T. 49a; Y. 1054.e' 

16. Pe .Ae II 28&; Y. 1045. 

17. E. a. 2oa; A. G. 12a; !:. T. 49bf Y • 1054. 

18. P. A. II 39a. 

19. E. R. 20a: A. 'i}. 12a; Pe A. I 2Zb; L. Te 49b; Ye l.054te 

20. P • .A. II 4la.. 

21. Ye 1057. 
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22. P. A. !I 40a. 

23 . E. R. 23a; A. G. 16b; L. T. ~la. See also the 

Preyers of Bsthe;uui L!ordece.i in E. R. 25a - 25b. 

Refer t o not e//7 in Chapter II. 

24. E. R. 26a - 26b; ~. G. 19a; Y. 1057; L. T. 53a; 

m. :M . E. 73 . 

25. P. A. II 37a. 

26 . A. G. l a ; E. R. ~a. 

27 . lleg. 16a; Y. 1058 ; L. T. 54a. 

28 . P. A. II 33b. 

29. Meg. 15a; P. B. E. 50; U. M. E. 64. 

30. Ll. Y. E. 63 ; L. T. 47b; L. T. 56a. 

31. I.leg. 12b; 1!. 11. E. 62 ; z. R. 14b; Y. 1051; L. T. 

47a. The literal translation is: The canmon man 

jumps ahead. 

32 . u. M. E. 74; Y. 1059. According to P. A. II 39a• 

the ste.tement r eads: ·:,hen the ox has fallen. the 

sle.ughterCl)e.re men;.v. 

33 . Y. 1049. Literally the proverb reads: One grain of 

sharp pepper is better than a basket- tu.11 of pump.kins . 

34. ..:;. ~. 18n.. 

35 . E. R. 20a - 20b; A. G. 12b ; P. R. E. 50; ll. k . E. 

65 ff; Y. 1054; Pi A. I 23b; P. A. II 34a - 34b • 
• 

L. T. 49b - 50e.. See pa.get ->.'/ e.nd notes of chapter II. 

36 . See J. E., vo l . : I I . ~ 202 ff . , art i c l e on Biblio-

r..ancy by i.:. Cr-.unra.l d and Kau.."'tle.n Kohler . ~ ' l· ,.,, . L..r. tf 1ca,,; H- ~-t:· f · 
E . R. 22b ; !.. G. 16b . . :, Mu 3 / i7 • iu Slia!i'illil II, p . 
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38. E. R. 24b; Y. 1056; 1!. u. E. 67 . See Cb.apter II, 
I 

page 3 f and note . 

39. 7 _, . R. 26b; P. R. E. 50 ; Y. 1057. See Cb.apter II 

page of.3 and note . 

40. .E. R • 26'!: . 

41 . ? . . ll 40b. 

42 . ., 
.c. . R. 23b - 24a; P. A. I 25b; 1~. I.i. E • 64; Y. 1054. 

43 . ~ . R. 19b - 20a; A. G. 12a; P . A. I 25a.; L. T. 49b . 

44. E. R. 13b; A. G. Sa. 

I 
45. L. T. 5l b . 

46 . ' R. 9a . .... 
: 47 . Y. 1059. 

48 . .!!; • R. Sb • 

49 . E R. 9a.. 
I 

50 . .... .... . n • 17~. 

51 . Liec. 12b; 7 ...... R. 13a; A. G. 7a ; L. T • 46 . er . with 

r . . , .. II 30b and Y. 1049, \lh ich state t hst Israel 

CJ:l&o.t;eS in discussions of halacha, Bible , t:.ishna, 

I and hae;c;ada'.1 du.rinc the i r festivit ies . 

52 . .... 
.i;. . R • l b • 

53 . J:: . R. 7b . 

I 54. See :;::: . .a. 213. ; A • G. 12'J ; P. :a. E. 50; !.:. Li . E. 65, 66 ; 

I :i:- . A. I 23b; p . ;,.. n 34n. - 31..,b; Y. 1054. 
' 

5!> . .h!. R • 2~b . 

I 56. i:: R. 15a - 15b. 

57. ~ . n. l5b. 

I 
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