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I'HE CONCIFT OF FRALZR IN SAAUIA AND DBASKRIA
oy &insrd Llzlin
The purioszs of tnls peper 13 1o seternine the conceils
of preysr in the thinking of two Jdewlsh philosorhers of tne
Middls Agses, 3aadla Gezon end cecnhya lbn Felulda; Lo ssze lf
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thsir yrayers; end, to compere thelr concepts in arder to
the diffsrsnces znd simileritizs.

Ergyzsr for 3zzdlie 3aon in hls uhilosophy wes & part
»f the larger osroblszs 20 r=1li_1lon wkich e wes estieaptin
t2 reconclle with philosorhy. hua his mzin conecern wsas
with th2 attack on rzli.ion from with>ut. Dbacinyes, on the

sther hand, wa3s 2ccuxied wito the ,roovlsam of the corroslon

3 -~ - - - " - = H 1= & -
gnd strencstien 1t. Therefore, ke deglt witl ayer Lore
3 S A 4 * Ml 4 TR L Aanl %
irntersaly Vogn 4ld SHedaig. Thet it nad & reatliosnzsl basls
“-lie o el x w e 1] = o T T (e ol gy X -3 1 L
-1lsy2d = auchk szpllsr _art in bkls scproach then in 3sedls 3.

Becnye saw preyer primsrily in ths ll:zht »f Jevotlion, how
we must vrey and why it 1a t> be ims. Ine dllffersnce be-

tween thz twos r2n 1lizz in the erze 2 thelr ampheaals,




Althouzh 3azdlz and DBschye aroroech praysr from differ-
ent avenues, 1t 1s surprising bow similer trhelr concagta ere,
Zoth were rztionallstas in thelir philosozhy, slthrugh they
wers aditzrants to diiferent schdols of thougnt. Sachya 1s
vieibly influenced by Jeedlie both in eatsbllshing e rational
bzsls for preysr and in utilizing ssadle's terzinology of
rational end revsel=d gommgndments. Howevear, 3achyz went
furthesr vith preysr by 32fining it &3 g duty of thz hzart
end g duty »f tkz lizbs, For Ssesdle, vreysr wes a setter
of the logles of the intellsct weinly. For bBachye, 1t was
derived througn thz logle of the hesrt. BEech had to desl
vith 1t in his own perticaler wgy in srdsr to cixplzts the

tesk he hzi ast Tor hnlmself.
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INTRODUCTION

Men has alwegys f=lt the necesslity of comzuning with God.
12 3unk in the d=pthas of despalr and fe2ar or stenilng on
the summit of ravaresnces and gratitude, men hes slways felt

33t fa2elin
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gantinents and emonitio-ns = br
tancz batwesn finits mortsl and Infinite Cregtor 13 spaanad.

Frgyer 13 ths link unliting with God4 and 30d wilth akan.

The hiatory and srowth of the Jewish religslon ers reflect-

ed n the mlrror of lts praysrs. The sncounter betwsen man
and 304 in its various steges contained in the history of

Isrgel grs 3een in the oraysr compositions. The davelopment

of man hixzs=1f, froz & creszturz who calls uron God out of need
wh> proclesims the glory and magnificence
of th2 Lord out of awe and adulretion, 1s slso seen 1in Jewlsh
orayer. Buu the tras slmificcnce of frayer lizs 1in not what

it passively reflscts but in the concasts that 1t actlvely
proclalms., It 1s also this function of prayar whlch has halp-

od tc meks Judelsm a way >f 1ifs. TIreclssly bacausz the Jew=-

conteinad in thelr praysrs, nave they besn able to live and
k=2er living rezardlzss >f thz obstecl2s they have encountared
durinz the centurlss. Freyzsr hes ssrved g3 = bedrock of trust
and confidencs and =139 2 ceontinazl sourcz of inaplrstion to

the Jawish p2onls throughout thzir longz history.

Preyer is found in the various literature of ths Jewish




People aside from the speclelly compos2d drayer booka., The
Blble, the Mishnah and Talzmud, and the works »f the madleval
Jewlsh philosophers sithesr contsin prsyers or uake refarencs
to them, thus gziving recognition to the liportant rols of
praysr in Judelsm., Aside from many references to przyar, the
Blblz contalns the first zna s3till the most megnificant pregyer
book, the Ba>k of fsslms. Tne Talmud davotess & speclzl sec-
tion to treyar in its Trsctate "Berskoth". Many of ths phllos-
ovhers such as 3gadls 3son, 3olomon lon Gezolrol, Bachya 1bn
Fakuda,and Jzhudsh Halevl were also voets. Thelr composltions
should undoubtedly reflact thelr particular philosophy. It is
the purszi3s of thls peyer to detarmine the poncasgts of prayer
in the woriks of tw> Of taese philosojpersy 3eadia sson end
pachya ibn Psiuds; to see 1f they are conaslstent in thelr
philosoohy a8 rzflscted in th2lr prayers; ani to compesre their
goncaots of oreysr in srder t> ses tha differsnces zsnd tne

similerities.




CHAFTER I
3AADIA'3 CONCZIT OF rRALIR IN THE LIGHI OF HI3 rHILO3OcHL

It must be recosnized, statzs 3asdila, that the crestiosn
of all things by 394 was pursly an act of dounty and grace on
dis oart.l In analyzing this stat=2cent, one 3e23 tunst thers
ers ssvsrel very laportant conclusions involved in it. One
1s thet God do2s =xist. Another 13 thset 3od 13 the Crestor.
And 2 third conclusisn 1s tnst >nly 3d's benaficence zand love

e dls rsesons for crzation and tnezt He did it out >f zis own
frse will and not bacause some other fore2 causaed Him to 3o so.
It shell first be our task to show 3sadia's proofs for the a-
tove conclusions.

If the world exlsted from starnity or if it procseded to
develop frow some type of crime mstter which existsd from e-
ternity there 1s no porssf for the exiatznse of 304, bLut 1if
the world waa cr2ez.2d in tims or if 1t devzloped from z sSrime
netter which was crasted in time there 13 orosf for the exls-
tence of 324 for thia —23ns thet the world was craat2d out of
nothing. 3Slnece nothing 1s capablz of crzatling its21lf it fol-
lova thet thares must heve Deen someone who crested 1t., Thus
if i1t czan b2 3hown thst the world 1s not =2t2rnal we shsll have
oroaf for the exlst2nce of 3o0d., And vwe 3ha1l use Husik's defi-
nition of God ".,..an intsllizent belng acting with purpose =nd
deslz, and the csus2 Jf tha exlaftence of everytning in crza-
tian."z

The world 1s not 2tarnal slnce 1t 13 finlte 1in magnitude

and zeganot thsra2forz coatzin an infinits power. dsnce ths




world came into being in time since the faorez or power within
th=s world which xeeps 1t zoing 13 finite and must one dsy be
exheusted. Thls also shows that this power could not have jone
on from aternlty.3

A 32cond priof 13 that minerzls, vlants, end animels are
made un of parts and elzments. The heavens consiat »f spheres,
one within the other. The suoherzsa ares studd=sd with stars. but
compasition implies 2 time when comoosition took -laca, Thus
the parts must 2ave been there first znd somebody .ut thsm to-
zethar, Hesnce tha world z3 we 322 it is not =2ternal,

3zadia's third proof stat2s taszt substznce and eccldznt 1is
2 special form »f composition whicn is .nlversgl, Flznts aznd
animsls srs baorn or 3grout, srow and dsca;. Thess manifastatlon
ere the accldents of the olant or animal's substance. The
nheavenly vodi=s have various motions, 1lights, znd eolors as
thzir gccidents., out thess gecldents ars not atarnel since
they come and 9. a2nce the substsnc2 bearing the csceldants,
without whizh they cannot exist, ars alsd temporsl liks tasm.
Hance our worli 13 not aternal.5

Tne fourth proof showa that nothing which is subject to
time can b2 et2rnal. :ast time itaelf cannot be eternal. I1If
it wers, it would me2an that an infinlte time hes elspsed lown
to our dey. out this cannot be since a contrzdiection of terms
snsues, What alrzedy 1s gaccompllished cannot be infinite. In-
finity is poasible only as a potentlalivy, for siample, we may
speak of a glven l2ngth ss infinltely divisibles, Although one

may mentszlly continue dividing 1t foraver, 1t can never be 3ald

that en infinlite namber of divisions has besa made., Thus, not




only the world, but sven time itself must have begun to be.

Up to thls point, snly rert of our probl2am has besn solv- |
2d. @2 heve s=2an that the world caume into belng in time. But [
there axists th2 »ossliollity thet it xuay heva davelopsa fora
out of a pre-existing sternzl matter. 3ezdle's rzssoning to
count2r thla Dos3ibility follows alony tnzse lines. If there
wera some tyve of =2tarnal mettar wnlch existz3d oriHrp to the
world, the orlizin of the world may be exzlesined in two wsys.
One possibility 1s thet there is nothing outside >f thls zat-
t2r and the world which developed from it, Thils axplanation
1s not acceptabls bsceause it would mean that an unint2llizent
d2ad thing 13 the causs of intelligence and 1life in the world.
Another ©ossibillity 13 that an intslligent beins mzde the
world out of prime, sternal zstier. Nelther is thls _23s3lblse,
for the matter, lise the mzksr of the world, is et2rnel =znd
thus 1s indegendent of cim and therefore is not subjlect to nls
will t5 adast itself to hls pursose. Thus he could not znzke
the world out of 1t., Thus the only alternative taet 1s now
left 13 that the author of the unlvers2 ls zn intelllzeat be-
ing, who alone 13 2ternal. &He szlone 13 rasponsible for the
er2ation of the world, which he cresetad ex ninilo, out of
nothing.T

Now after nszving shown 3zsdla's proofs thet the world i3
not 2ternal snd hed Lo come into p2ing in tlme and that cre-
ation was 2x nlzallo we can r2turn to our orizingl conclusions
that were derivad from 3aadla's first statsuent. God does
axist, He 13 the Sreztor of the walverss. By His own will

jild He cerform ths act of creation,



Could there be two 3ods? No, since a unlitery eff:act cau
not be the result of two indeygendant causas. If one is respon-
3ible for zll, the exlstsncz of thes other is aupsriluous since
thsre 13 nothling left for him, If an effect consiats of two
perta, we hava nat cne but two 2ffects. oSut the universe in
one end 1ts Darts cannot be separatzd. ALccording to 3aadiz's
ohilssoshy, God's mast =2s3:entlal sttributes are Life, Omnipo-
tence, and Omnisfcisnce. Taus it would be inconsistant with
the cheracter of Jelty 1f one z0d wished to crsated soxetnling
and 22ald not without the hels of the other ,od since he would
no>t be -mnipotent., If one ware able to conceal something from
the other, neither would be oanlacient.5 Tneraforz, thz exis-
tence of two 3o0ds 1s imnossibls., There 1is mly sns 353 who
exista,

3ince w2 hzve besen 3hown thst there 1s no fore2 or caus2
Jutsldz of God wirlch c¢an create or caan compel Hlm to creete,
perh=ap3 we xzizht wonder what motivated 30d in the creatio-n of
21l thln:s. 3aadlz zlves three answers, The flrst would uve
to say thet 324 cr2ated tnem without motive. 5But this gould
not ze the snswzr since the very deflnition of 3od mesns that
HJe 13 nurpoaeful 1in hla works gnd that .ie jdoes not act want-
only. It is the sscond end tnird anawers wiich ars accesptsbls,
324 intani=d to maenifesat and revesl fia wisdom. &£z intended
to oenafit dis croatires by tne ase of 511 these things 30 that
thay mizht obey aim.g It mizht b2 w2ll st this polnt to elsbo-
rste anmawhat uvon the mennsr in which God rsvesesls His wisdom

to men. This is done througa the 1:3uance of commandrents and

crohibltions, They ere divided 1lnto two classss, the rastlonal



snd the r=vaeled. The rationsl are those, ths approvael >r dis-
approvel of which srs imclznted in our ainds and the concluslon
of winlech we crrive at through logi:. TIh2 reveal=d commendisnts
and prohibitions consist of tnings neither the approvel or ils-
apr'roval of whlch l3 decr=2d oy rzeson on account of thelr own
character, bat God lmposed them upon us in Hrder tharsby to in-
crease sur reward and happinesa.lo rrayer falls under ooth
ceta2zories, 2gson dexands thet we thenk 3od for :Hls kindnesas
towerds u3, but rzason does not define how thls gratitude 1s
t2 be 2xpresasd or ¢t wnat time or in wast fora 1t 13 to De
shown. d:snce, thers wai ased for ilvine maessengers who Jdefin-
2d it end designated 1t as Lrayer and assigned w2 1t certein
szt times and _aves 1t 2 sarticular forumuletlon and prescribed
g srecific posturz end direction (facing towards the Iexn.ls In
Jerusalem).ll

«e nhave me2ntioned that r:eeson demgnds that msn thenk God
for Hls zoodnass towerds nlm, Ihis follows the logle that
whoaver Josa s»austhin. go0d be compenaated elther by m2ens of
g fevor 3hown uHim, 1f he 13 in nzed 5f 1%, o2r by mezns of
thonks Af he Jdoes not reguire a rewsrd., Jinc2 thls 13 ons of
the genarasl jeiznda 5% reeson - and 3asdla egusles Divine Wis-
jom gnd reg3on - 1t would mot nhave os2n seswly for the Sreator
to neglect 1t in 4ls own caae.lE Now God 1s not in nez2d of
companantion for Al3 s03dn23; since n2zd refers to Lne physi-
cel. out 394 1is incorporzzsl for in the proof of nls exlstance
waeres 3o0d dimszlf corzerszl the Luz3tinsn would raxain what was
the cause »f Hdim, J3ince o3 ia the czu3z2 of &ll body, He 1ia

not body end thus is .ltim-t2 3lnce we cannot co beyond HAlm,
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Being incorporesl, Go2d 13 not subject to bodily acclidsnts such

13 3ince we ses thet

23 n=sed for bodlly accidents involve body.
304 needs no compensatisn or reward, it is logical to expect
that thanks b2 given to Hlm., 3ince msn 13 z rationzl creasture
bacause God has eniowsd aim with wisdom which dlstingulshes him
zbove the rest of crestion w2 wmay zisume thst he recognlzes the
logic in ziving thanks to God. But 2ven 3o it was stlll neces-
sary for God to command His Crestures to serve Him end thank
Him for having crzasted them. For 3od follows Divine wslsdom.
Divine VWiadom is =3uested with reazson. rfeason damends that he
thet 1s wlss does not gllow hilmszlf to be trezated with con-
tez2t or not to be lnsqlted.l4 san, by not thanking 32d for
dis zoodn=33 towerds Him, would be acting in en insulting or
diszrsceful menner towzrds nls Creator. It was tharafore
negessary for G2d to forbid Hls servants to conduct themselves
in such a wa,; towards #dim. Hsnce, a commzndrent to rrals:s Him
was i3sued by 34 to zsn. Thils is the sentence in Deut. 10:3
whizh rezds, "He 1s thy osrsise! 3asdia interprests thls varse
23 ths duty »f ;reyer.15 n11ﬁ, tnanksgiving, for what hes
ogeurrzd in the iest is one 5f the functlons of grayer.lé To
sar 1t up, loglc demanded that God coxmand man to thenz Aln,
and bzing. 2 rationezl creaturs an rscognizes this necessity
zand thenks 34 through oreyer.

It follows tran that in tls ziving thanks to God =man re-
cozniz=2s His omnipotence. In nls 31ddur, 3zadla spesks of
ANTI0 28 this racognition of God's ability, snd classifies it

1
as »n2 »f the fJnctions of oreyer. 7 In keeping with 3zedie's

dhilosophy, w2 zust 2t thlas 2oint state that logle tells us
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thet in recognizing 3oa's omni otence, ws :zust also recoznize
toet He 13 omrniscient and that ne 1s livinz. For our rszson
t2lls us that only he that possssses ths rowsr can create, znd
thst only one that 13 slive has the powsr, end thzt whztever

1s created 2nd well mzde cen ewenz%e only froc one who anew,
bafore he zsde it, how the thinzg to ve creatal was to come in-
to balng.le In whet manner Joes man make 2vldent hls rscogni-
tion of 30d? Halnly throuzh hls submlisivesness and humility
befire 3od. (This 13 indicative of the 1004 in walch man shoual:
orey.) Submlssion of men to God's will i3 both 2 revesled gnd
e ration2l comxendusnt. Through reassn mean recozgnlzas 3o2d as
aznipotzant, >rnisclent, sreclous, Jjust, and loglecal. IThus he
r2alires thet 3Hd's works, though they msy be beyond nls com-
oranension, zre ultlmately for the anigunest Durposz. als Jray-
sr3 therefors will contein such undarstanding. [The exzx)le

of 2 ravazlad coumzand.snt dealing with men's subzission to 39d's
will 13 Jne thet lesls indirzsetly with prayer. aod commeanded
ran to eonstruct & Isbernacle. o200 that God ceeds & tent and

a curteln and lemps tnat -~lve li.ant z2nd 3d>unda of muslec and

the >fraring of Iincens2 and fragrsat odors znd zilfts of zrain
g::d wine ond 211 end fralta aznd other such thlngs. For we

already hsve bean showan through reas>n thet 3od, being incor-
porezl, ceandt heva as:lzned to Him the accldent of nsed.ls
3yt God's s501= alm in i3suins sn injunction to thia effect was
thzt Hilsg ssrvents lndlcate tn2lr suomlssivensss to Him by pre-
aenting to #Him the u2at that thsj possessad, =nd the best that
they Do3sz2ss is wm2:t and wine and muslc gnd incense znd zrezin

and o211 and &ll thst ere slzesant, Of tnls, howsver, thay wars
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to bring only a little bit, in accordance with thelr capaclity.

He, on the other hand, would recompense them azply in zccord-

ance with His abllity. He would also deliver them from mis-

fortunes, 23 no one sutside of Him could protect them, because

of their obedianca.ao Another example of a rsvealed command-

ment dealing with preyer 1s given by 3asadie. The Jews were

bidden to honor the dwelling place of the "Shekinsh" by means

of thelr substance, namely with silver and'sold and'precioua

stones snd other things of velue. In returnm, God was to re-

compense them by causing divine revelatlon to manifest itself

from that plsce. Likewise 1t was to become a place for accapt-

ing the prayer of the natlon in any mishap that might befall

1t. Sgadia deduces this from Scripture when, at the time of

Selemen
the building of the Temple,, snumaratsd the various instances

in which prayers were to be offersd in 1t. Thersupon God sald

to him: "I hzve heard thy prayer and supilication that thou

hast mede bafore Me" (I Kings 9:3)21

Thus if man prays hs obeys God's commsndment and 1s re-

werded. If not, he 1s punished. Ien, therefore, has a two-

fo01d purpose in worshipping God. One 1s that rsason prompta

him to do so. The other is for the sake of rewsrd, The lat-

ter 1s in keeping with ths ettribute of the goodness of God,

Wes wishes to recompense His creaturess for obsyling Hdlg commend-

It 1s to man's adventage that God geve him cozmandzsnts

mants.
and prohibitions to obey for 1n keeping them he must 2xpend

energy and effort, and reason tells us that a person who achkie-

ves some good by means of the efforts he expends for lts at-

teinnent obtaina double the advantage geined by him who achleves
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thls 200d without a1 effort but merely as a result oI tas xind-
n233 shown him by God. oe

A third branch of prayer deacribed by 3zadle in nls 3iddur
1z patition, nwp3.23 This type of zr=,:r l2als what 1s to
ozeur in the futurs. Ihls t> 3-sdia rspr 3:.:33 thz moat ex-
tensive type of prey=r since it 13 only a revsalad commsndment,
but 2ls2 a ratisnal commzndr2ant wulch iz Jarived froz the wul-
titudinous deuends and needs of the rzn to know whet is o take
olzcz in the fatur3.24 Thus, the three zmzin branches of oreay-
2ar are thenkazlving, recognition, and petition,

How 30 we &now that 1f men prays and thus oceys Jod's com-
rzendment he will bz rewerdsd? This follows from th2 attributs
5f God's Justneas. mn will rot be rewsrded in this world tut
will be recomiensed in tae uorld to come.zs A3 G*Qét of thla
Seadile _»ints ocut that Danlel delivered himszlf up to the lious
o gccount of the prayer thzt he uttered to nis westzsr. Sure-
ly if it hed oueen nls convietlon thet there was no raword 2x-
c2 .t thet which 1s obtalined in L1115 world, what would tiere
fzve been left for ule Lo look foruwerd to after belng devoured
by the 113na?26 Tnis proof ssems rether wezk in the 1izht of
Jesdia's pravious ressoning in rsgerd to the philososarhical
~robl=zrs waizh confronted him, Frerheps Denizl's grect feith
in God had nothing to do with expecting =z reward.

3azdie, in speakling of tha world to come, states thzt men
will =t11l1 be charged with the oblizztion of rendering ssrvice
to God. =t For sound reeson would not ellov itself to be com-
cletely divested of commendaent snd prohibition. If snything

like thet were fezesible in the world to come ema it .ould
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likevise heve to bz so in tkis world. Er.o, men »1ll be ob-
liged to cerry out such dutiess in ths vworld to come zs acknow=-
12dzin; the soversiznty of God, not to meke insulting remsrks
ebout Him or ascribs to =im unworthy at;ributea.ea In eddition
to these, contlinues Sgedia, 3ceripture speaks of znothsr type
of servlce prescribed by revelastion, such as the esteblishment
In thelir land of & specific plcce wkhere they willl be rsguired
to trevel a2t every appolntad sszson; thnls will tzke the plece
tunet ths Jabbeth =nd the new moon heve wlth ua at pressnt and
eneble thne: to serve Sod in whetever manner =& may rrescribe
for th3z 30 thet they mey not rewein wilthout the mesens »f vor-
stlzein: dEm. @ can conclude from the above thet ravz:led
commenduz ents deel witn rituzl lew,

On th= other hend, they .no zre tvelni dunished in the ners-
gfter wlill not be zlven uvae ogpportunlty for dlivine service be-
csuse of the punlshmant to wolch they %w1lll be subjescted, and
beceuse such 32rvice mi_.ht bring zbout a treasfer fror thelr

pergetusl torzent, If they were glven e chznce after

L]

tete o

(1]

iszth to return fromr thelir wicked wgy, it would not be in keep-
inz with 33's Justice for He promised to reward the righteous
end ounish the dlaobedisnt. If Hz 113 not punlish the 1isopedl-
ent whast p9int would tasrs o2 lu thke rizhteous baing obediant?jo
Thus w2 learn tast czn will nsve 20 opportunity in the world

to eoxe to presy for forslveness. He muat 49 30 in thls world.
ie also lesrn thet 3ezdla's pictur:z of th: world to come is

not "= in wileh msn will simply raceive uls happiness by D2alas
thara. «en must contlnue to drey 49 393 in order Lo fulfill

cls oblizatlions.



What distlngulshes wan from ths rast of crzaztion 1s tae
-
L

f wisdom with which 393 has endow=ad nim. wisdo=z 1s &n =s3s=nec=

=

of the 33u1.32 Throu.h wilsdom or retional spsculation ths so0ul
arrives at the knowledzs of 30d. J[he mor2 1t contzmplst2s God,
the wpors it comea to love Him, Ite love will oSroupt the 1lips
to uttzr what 1t feels. The utterancss will bz of & loglecal
netars,. The man with a soul that loves 303 will laud and praise
Him Justly end uprizhtly, not by atiributing to Him exassera-
tions end aosurdiities. ¥For instsnce, he will not preiss 3ad
f2r baing ebls to cauaz flve to ve mors than ten without add-
ing anythuin_. to ths {srmar, nor for beiny =zbls to put the

worll throuzgh the hollow of a siznet riag without mzizing tne
ms narrowar and the othzr widar, nor for belng zovls o bring
back the day 4one by in its »Hriginel conditlon. #or taess

things ars all absari.’B Rether he will oralse H@im Tor &is

sg3antial attibutes such as &me 1a zternsl, thet I3 zlways wes
ver will ceece > be znd not wilih mandane sttributas.
a2 will s332rt thet 374 1s truly One in @ss2nce, heving no as-
soclates, and will affire Lhat He i3 loving and 2ndaring.
sorzover, hu2 w#1ill declare tiiet 32d 13 sble to do sverytialing,
evil ivnat He inowa sverything with a perlect .nowladge. de
will effiry that 33 Is th2 orlzinal JOreator of evaryinlng,
gnd that £e doz3 aot produce auagat thet is valn or Wastsfu.l.34
He will zls0 3zy of nlm that ns commits no Injustics or vio-
lence, In addition, he will Jdz2clzrs thet 30d deals out unuo
His serv:nts only what i3 0od for tnsa, Hor will he impute
that 303 13 subject to change or eltzsratlon. 5till mors will

he aasert thzt 3d's kingdom will not cease or dlasppezr, and
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he will also 2ffirm toat 3od's command i3 zlways obeyad and

irreversibls. lLoraover, ne will declare that 1t 13 oblisatory

to urelss Hls 290d and exalted qualitiss. Yet he must bszr
in mind the fact thzt for =11 the lasudatsory descriptlons ziven |
of Zim and all the przisss oe2stowed upon alm, He i3 elavatzd
and exalted and far ramoved from all tnat.35 Thus w2 se2 thct
for 3zadla grayer 1s arrived zt througn phllosophical conteam-
platlon of God and ths universe, snd In preysr ocne wust carry
through wlth a2 rationzl and loglecal sp.oroach, obut in ordsr to
complate his ssrvice to God in regards to worsnlp, mzn wust
carry o2ut tha reveclad commgndmants wialch 3:z21 with ritusl law
3uch 23 tae observance of ths 3sboathx znd holidays, the wear-
ing of the fringes, =tc.

3a2dia's philosorhy tells us that 3o0d doss anawsar preyer.
First of all we imow thet 324 13 close to end intereatzd in
Tene. Otharwlae d2 ".ould not have msde him the Intended zosl
>f :-3etl3n.36 «c &8l30 Iknow that throuzh dis osmnigotesnce, 3od
13 2212 to answsr preysr. But 394 1s &2 393 whd follows Divine
Wwisdom reesosn. iHe 4033 not desal in ebsurditizs. Thersfors,
the prayer tazt man wishes to be aunswaraed muat aoq:?EZﬁjggi
saiditles or be dnrsesaonzbla in neture., Only God Himsslf can
inow whetner the prayer iz it to be answsrad since He 1is om-
niselent and He knows what 13 Jultimstely ovest for hlm who »reys,
whils man ceanot po3slibly xmnow, n:nce, if ons as3ks dozs God
snswer praysr ths answer woulld depend anon thsz rsasonable or
anrez3onebls noture of ths preyer. In rsgard to this, 394 a-
lona is the finzl Jjudzse. nowevar, 1n soze cazses 3od 4223 not

answar preyer bacause the paln to whilch thz servent 2f 3o0d is
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being subjectzd asrvss g3 a form of trigl. whea the servant
233 his dgster to inforx hiz why Ze haa brousht this trisal
avon him, 1t 13 2 rulz with Him, says 3aadia, not to inform
315.37 Otherwlse, he would not bs undergoinz a triel in the
fullzst asns2 of ths word wsre ke to Le infirmed.

Saadla enumesrates ssven conditions whereln orsjer zay

38 Sne of thess 13 thnet the vrayer was >fler-

not bes esecepted.
2d eftsr the dacre2 wes 1ssu2d ageinst ths ssrvent 2f 304 in

refsrance Lo a certain zatter, W2 have =zlready s2en thst 3od
13 ¢ Ju3st 334 end 4ia descresa are zccoriingly Just, Ihe rTrey-

er in =2fIz2ct wHuld heva 424 bacome unjust, Thls 13 nelthar

W

r2e3omzbla nor loglcal. aznce tha 2rajer cdalld not be accentad.
A second coniition wharsin presyer aay not be accepted is
tazt siacers latantion 1s gosent frox it. &H-re 3aailie touchas

.2on "kevono". n2 who srejs without 3incers inmtantisn is

261123 & "rens_:de" oy 3ecadia. The "ren2zade", when sertici-
teting In srzjer -~ad sapzlicetion without havin, fir. eoin-
victlon or certainty in nls h2art, 1ls nothing zors than de-
geltful and mendselisus 1n als utteranca. He Delonzs to tne
21:33 of u2o7l2 of whom 32ri.turs says, "But they begalled
dim with thelr mouth 2nd lied unto dim with their tongus.”
(Ps. 78:36) 3uch a p2raon i3 on2 thirouzh whom the name of
n2avan i3 desecretad. It 13 not 3ifficult to se2 why the
praysr of suzk 2 p2rson 13 not zccepteble, Th2 preyer is
not lozical bescause thnz heart and the @mind 2re not in accord
with =2gen other. 921 doe=3 not agcant illogical Jrezyers,

The third condition 1s thst the lndividual who utters

the vrayer do=a not h22d the words of the Torah. S04 issued
orey



s |

p
trhe commandments and srohibltions becszuse He deemad that thay ”
were best for wen's happinessi. One who rsjacts the Lew zlao [
rzjects the ldee thst 304 mow3 beat. [hus ks rsjects an iz~

sortent ztiribute of 35d, the sttrioute >f jmnisclenc2 sinece

it 1s tarjugh >mnlscisnce thaet God decides what 13 best for

man.33 DYy daﬁ}n$ 3>d's omnlsclznce, one denles thet He 1is

0 svue his deniss dod. At ig not

living znd 13 oumnisotznt,
15128l for cod to a:cspt the vreyer 2f one wao d:=nias £im,
A fourth rz2ssn wey be the insitentis-n, »n the pert of
hiz who gzrays, to the regquests of the nzedy. +t 13 not r=a-
sonabls to 3x:sect God, wio 13 s=ole to n2lp us, to anawer ths
sreyer 2f on: wio 13 in 2 comparzbls gosltlion with reszrrd to
elding his fellow xen, snd d528 not 19 so. Freyor, ttsn, not
only lnvolves the individuel with G2d, but indirectly involvas
th2 indliviiuel #ith hils nelzghbor.
The fifth condition wherein praysr mey not be accertad is
allowins "ne's aelf thae uss of forbidden wezlth. Agzala, tkis
involves zan'as reletionsalo to his fellowwan., On2 cannot ex-
“aet to 2pprasss or to ensleve his nsishbor, sither his tody or
his croperty, &s =z m2zns 2{ incr=z3ing his p:=rsonal possessisns
and retarizl wealth and then 2xpect 324 to answ2r him when he
finds himself in & similer position >f distress. It i3 unrea-
somsable 2nd not lozgicel. God warks only eccording to lozic |
snd resson,
The sixth 13 preying in & stste of impurity. 1t is not
logicel for 353 to znswer the Jreyer of ons who 13 1ln 2z state

of sin, Taantamount to dio2ing so wourd be the zuprovszl of 3od

i2r such acts.
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The seventh and last conditlon 1s oraying without heving
rzgented. For 3zadls, the tsrms of rapentence zre four in num-
ber: the renunclatlion >f 3ln; rsmorse; the gusst of forgive-
ness; and the o2blization not to rzlapss into 3ln.4 Thus it
i3 necsasary for sne o9 recoznizs that h2 hes 3inned znd feel
remorseful before ne petlitions o2d for Poriivensss. This is
seying nothlng mors than that ne 1s sincers in kis intantion
of afferinz prejer, We btave elready s:-2a thet preyer 13 not
zeptzbls unlsas 3incsre intention 13 ;resent.42

DOn23 3nd fore2 enyone to urz;? This is not cossitle since
thare woull hsv2 be2n no :2int in i3suing eowasandzents and
croniblitions 2oncerning zrejer. &en as3 the cholee of lncrsa-
sing his hepriness end reward through kls own fres will., oBut
will 20t 31d's foreinowl:zdze that a man will pray in of itself
ce 132 th2 act? It is trus that mrn never acis contrery to
373's mowladzz, ocut it 1s not 3»d's forslmowledze whlch cazuszs

ths sct, It 1s mzen's own free will whizh detercines this act.

-

»3's foreanowlsdie wight be deacribzd as of a passive nctuare.
The beaat tims to >ffer przjer 1s esrly in th: moralng at

3‘4.rn"'l_:.e:.zu4 This 13 ceezwse thnls times of dsy 13 most preelous

n. It beinoves ren td ofier to 30d that which 13 most

o
zreclous wvo Him,

1o o

m

3a2zdle dezl3 with 2n imports-nt przctlcel end personal prob-
lam whzn ne dlscuss23 thz importeuce >f praysr in relzstlon to
the 2xcluslion of living = normel 1ife. .seny people zzintain
tioet man's nl:heat endsavor im thls world ought to be to dedi-
czte himself to the servlice o 3od. lact 1s, he ouzht to =zban-

don all worlily cer=s, fzatinzs by dsy end arisling st nlznt in



ordsr to *rej, in the belief thnat 354 will crovide
end sustsnance.
sleasarz, =nd Joy and 3lazdnass,

tcat wisht be ascribed to it cannot

[
(8]

for nis nsz2ds

3zcdle sgreas that such servicz grovides grsst

lie even segys thet sll eplthets

prelse it surfficlesntly.

5ti1l1l, en objsctlon zust be rzised gz einst this visw baczuse

of ths remark of its proponsnts tnet one su>uld aot =ngzge in

any other zctivity but dsvote himseslf sxclusively to tuls one.

If & person wzre not to concern kimself with f£o2d, nis body

could not exist,

»ffaorings,

2 2Jurss,

Juty of serving a3 1s supposed to o2 carried oHut
toeir children, end their chlliren's calldr:n.
a5s'n w2z gee thet worshlip of 394 13 to be cerris=d

lygiecel zson

divinz worsnlp would dis togathar with taem.

If ks 414 not proereste, thsre woulld be no
If 21l members of e generztion szresd upon such
lhe

oy Pezrants,
45 Thas, once
out in &

Z2r.

Ino32 who zdvoczste thls idesz of the =xcluslvse worship of

il
end welf: rz
31i_ration;
eatzollsh:-3
er= gorract
ianivera=1ly

ship. if

qulre the

Iherefors,

been establizhesd by
atteinrent 2f tne

nang2s with the 2.fort to2 =2arn =a

80,

ralisnes uoon ala t9 zrovide thzaw with Lhz2 food

-

uodlzs la2ft out thls lmosortant con-

oV e

tnet & apeciel weans end uwesuner hes Leen

for ths =z _tzlnueat of ever,tiing. If they

thalr assucntion thet ra2llznces sn o294 1s to be

gaprli=d, thay; must incluade it in the rezlm of wor-

th2y woull dezend on &nd to eczuse thew to ac=-

raverd of the hereaftsr wlithoul worsilipplin; zHim,

just ss tinis 1s inconzeivable tecsuse worshi: hes

2a2d reens for the gtteinient 2f the

23 &

aereaftsr, 30 too, it 1s imossible to dis-

livliihood and marriage and



-

oth2r occupations thet hesve bsen desl ned oy @od a3 means con-
B y i IR
dacive to the welfzre of mankind.
On thes othsr hend, 3aadle ststes the followlng wilta re=-
22rd to> thosa who clsim thet the neceasitiss 51 livlihood in-
terfere with preying, Ihe needy, who sre comr211:4 throught
clreumstenee to def-ult ln taeir preyers and divins sarvics,
sre sxcussd only to ths extent of the regulrsuents of thelr

livlihood. FPFor znythins thet exceads these limits, however,




20
CrArTER 11
SAADIA'3 rHEILOSOLHy IN LIGal JF fIs sRALERS

The ourpose of this chepter 1s to detezrulns whather Saed-
ig crrried turouzh the ldeas of his pllloso_hy in tuhe couposi-
tions of bls own creatlon. Thas following sre exerpts {rom two
of 3azdla's orizlnel orcyers 3 founa in "Ihe orning Freyer
>f Rab 3zzile 3adn" contsin:d in his siddur.® The trenslation

i3 my own,

324's Irenscendence and Incomperability

"lroa zlone art 304, One who 13 transcendent beyond &ll
“inzs. Thou art far removed from all bls:sings ena even
ilstent beyond =z1ll preaises and wore alzh than 211 laudations
thouzh endlass &nd auabarless they be. WMo laecge can b com-
rer21 unto Th2e nor can eny llksn2ss be eguzted with Thes. In
ell tast 1s found tnere 1s none like unto Tnes, end besldes

~

Thee thera iz no 334.°

The Sternsliiy gnd unigusness 2f =24

"Ibou hrat bezn frox 2varlzating, end Trhou hzst no associ-
ate. Thou =rt eternel, =nd thzre 1: no other with Thes. A
hebltatlon 13 the 353 of 013, end nd one &lss stendeth with

Thee,"”

3>3's Atuributes 2f Lifs and Ouniscience

"Thou art 2 living 4od and zeat no number of dsys. [hou

ert omniscliasnt, sni the wilse arn 3023 not fully cougprennz2d The:z.
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From Tny mouih has come forth the :nowled.: end understswiing,

nd no tezchsr did inatruct rhee."4

L
o
fu

Is Oznivotent en cncuen<ing

— —_—

"Riches eand honor coms from [hss, end udt &s a ift ildst
Thou take them. Thou rulzst over =11, =nd Thy xingdom from an-
other Thou 3iist noi recelve, 3trength end might zre in Thy
hend, and Ihy wmezjesty shzll never diminisk. Thy wizdom and
ry undersi:nding shell notv incresss nor leszen, nor shell Ihy
kin:dom chengs for it ls an eternal kin.dom. Thy strensih and
lory shall not eltsr, nor shecll Ihy jeers ceese, ¥Fdr loou
art the ao0d of ths anivarse and when Thou counselszst »ho shall
shhuldst fodu zive trencallliy unto & t=zogle whno 1ls gbles to
2t u3e thso to ect wickedly? In nidink Ihy fece wno can mzke
Inzz gv.ryve? 1Ipndsed, he woom Iiou bl:assest is Ll:zssed.
Forzsvsyr d22s Thy word stand, end Ihy sin.dom snd f=ithifulness

no
sana2retion 1o gensrstlion.

»d's I:zransnee

"Al1l who se2k Ikse wili [lni Ihee in thsir hezert, eni g1l
wno aegren for The: will fland laznsze In trelr thouzhbs, znd in
tneir inna2rzost soal srt Thou pish unto tamem,"®

ven's subzisiivanizss 3 33

"Our 3ouls belongin. o fhse ssrve us =3 fzithful witazaas-

117]

3 znd aur bodl=zs Iin tratc do 4e3tlfy snd tezach thet we ars tae
J

m

elzy end Iacu arb our ssiksr; <oou ert bilz Crsebor zud we =zpe
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tire work of Thy nznd. &or 21l of this w

w

_ive our thenks unto

Phae, O Lord our 503 and 394 >f Jur Fstiers, Jdoau art oJur 224

2for2 shox we bYW 2nd prostrete oursslvss, >ifaring prejer
=ni sunplization, zlvin. zrelase to Thy =1lorisus Hame and =x-

tolling Thae lan Thy servelousnsss, We a3k from Thse Hur life

ket

aud tha brzzd »f sur 2ortion, the imowlsdze 2f osur hsert, end .

€S
-
[\
o

1es lvhfulnzsz of our coldy; to faorgive our sins and 4o re-

dzea dwdr sodl Trom ell sngalsp, for we inow [fhou csast 4o 51l

nT

gnd thst no deviee 13 too herd for Thes,

Zen's Recoznition of 30d's Jrestive fowar

-

"Taou ert the Lord 33 «ho 3zt the sun o9 snins oy lay

lzws whnsreoy the moon =znd stzrs stineg oy unizht. Toaou
) =

A
3
)
cr
)
iy

)
[11]

Lord &3d «ad atretenzd forth the sariih uzon ths wstars,

Thou ert bz and es3tzulishad the mounteins by Hls strsnsth end

o2 hills with the wi_ht of 2Z1ls ovowar, Who lsid the foundas-
tiins of thz isptihs, »f the strsewms, and of the valleys."”
"Thou srt th2 Losd 54 #Bo =stasrsd 23 g mound the weisrs

of vz 322, end 32t the boattox of ths 32z in lts dagihs, rlec-

ins the ssznd £3 2 ooundery lin: for the ssz - a0 everlestin

statut2 shat shall never zs3s. Ihau art the Lord 324 aho

(u

goaverad bthne n=2:=v2ns with elouds, znid praparad a2 dew for thz

2erbi; obd cou3lsr toe 1ounv Inas to airout forth with sress
znd wetersat ths wountylins frox its szrings; 4ho ilzntest
traes »of 211 spaclizs n the easrth, end causest gress and
2 to come farth so thet sasn wliht work to2 bring forth

o

£973d fron the groand; aho givast se2d Lo ke sower and foad



"Thou art the Lord God Who crsstest 21l living beings, the
sarth and 2ll that is upon it, the seas and all that 1s in
them. Thou =rt the Lord 3od who hest created men from the dust
s the sarth. In skin and flesh dlist Thou clothe him znd with
bones and sinews Thou didst weave him. Thou didst set within
bim 1ife and loving kindness, and with Thy spirit of goodness,
which Thou dist give nim, Thou dldst endow him with understand-
ing. nl0
"Thou ert the Lord God and Thou glvest 1life to 21l for
with Thea 1s th2 fountaln of 1ifs. Thou art the God aho rul-
est tne world in Hils might, znd in ell places Thine 2yes do

Thers 13 no man who can hide himself in the dark pleces

for Thou wilt perceive him. X’o men can 23C8D2 from The spirit

far whither shzll he flee from Thy Fresence?" 1t

3od'as Justice

"Thou art a king Who lovest Justice esnd 2stzblishest up-
rightness in which there 1s no wickedness; Who does not show
fevor nelther scceptest bribsry. As Taou hast rasckonsd so
nes it come to pass, end 23 Thou hest counselsd so will 1t be

eatablished."1?

God Hearkens Io FPrayer

"Prue it 1s that o him who recountest ths mlghty acts of
the Lord Thou wilt hesrken to e£ll of bkis prsiss., 3tlll we are
bat able to mention only a smell part of them, =ven aceording
to our strenzth. Indesd, frow the heavens wilt Thou hsar us

end Thou wilt send us salvstion and willt be favorabls unto us




Shgt . ; ) 13
for Tooa art &2 353 +ho nesrest pra;ar." -

Rewerd And funishmsnt in tas world 5o Coms

"Verily, O Lord sur o3, didst Ihou crastz tais world as
g tenvorery nebltetion la srder t5 23t in it sll the culldarsn
>f zen with the statles and ordinances that Thou 3i.3t sHrasand

tnew end with ths life and the good zna the dsath end tas 2vil

=

nish Thou ildst set cefore the., 3=xlating 13 the world to

sams Lo recompensa In it £11 of Thy g2dly ones with a z994 re-

iard, and t> panisn in 1t wlth ths veaz=nez of thns covansnt

thiyss wio nevz d2zlt treecnerously with Thaa,

~gy 1t be Thy will J Lord our 3»d to be merclful into us

1a3 end to perdon u3z b2cadsz2 > cur trans-

[
ct
o
'3
w

}
a1
-l
ct
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J
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zr233isns end o Forglve 43 {or our inljulties zcedriing to tue

~rzotnz239 of Tny xindness for iecny asve b3sn Hur backsliaings.

w2 nave 3lnned, we have trenszr:sssad, w2 hsve donae wizkedly,
ws Zove raib:llsd, we phsve turnsd ss3ide froxr Ihy bensficent
srdingnces. 2 for Iny 383, scceprt 43 snd our psnitsnce;
2leznse us [rag »24r s3in: snd 2usify us from Sur transgrsas-

ion3. Then 3hz1ll we 2 of too32 whd peve raturned unts Thee

wlth 21l their beartsa snd whoss sins Ihou remamberest no mape."13

Lot s8ll of the variosas idens 37 Sagdia’s pnllosouhy sre

oult froc

adatzsin=d in tiz32 3
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sxarinetion »f au cer Lagt are, It 13 sefe to sgy tnat Ssalias

i3 conslatant in 0is 2Lilssa_hy 23 reflaeted in his Zreyers.




CHAFIER III
3eadls's use o Liturzgy in =is 5lidur

0 3tudy of 3eadiz's sttitudz towsris zrsysr woull b2 couz-
l2t2 unlz2ss it includ=d some ramerks <bout Jne of 2is monazan-

' . . A
tzl eontrisutisns to Judesisz, his 3iddur, For 1t is Through

hls 3143ur thet th=s mlid ani tae n2art 2 tne xen sre raflset-

sd. 13 grest lntellsct gave nim = deep insi:ht into tas ra-
11312us ne=ds of th2 vewlsh zeorls of his day. <13 heert 1is
ravselad through the drisinsl compoasition of Ueeutiful creyers.
Zls 51ddur 1ls inde22d a product af both,

The pursos2 of hiz 31ddur wess not acedezie, k2 t2ll3 us.
%2 13 not Intsrssizd in effircin: 1ts cont:nts taraugh 3eript-
ire or orinsing »ri3f of its cozasntary from the ..lshnesh and
the Igliad. Rather wes it comz-ossd "for leernin. zadi under-

-
= L - %
S ahat srowpted him 13 Jo 30 was that in bils trev-

- 3R
-

3t

(1

213 7@ DSzcere gware taast with rszerd to ureysr the fe2orle were
ztring in 2 thresfsld feshion; in negligence, in addition, and

in orisiion, He, therefor:z, felt ~0ligsd to corrzet this situ-
9213n.3
cig goal 13 vo> eollzct tze ursyers sad olssilaga carrsnt

«rn then to thzir orliginzl

ct

n "is 35y, the Frlat. He wlll re

1

snd Dropar srder, &2 will diviie his sucjzct metter into two

32ctlons - thsz oblligatlisns liselling with the speclal dsys of
the yeer and with ths oLlizztlions of the ordinzry days. He
21530 will providie s peatition and 2 hyan &3 & surplzzant should

they wlsh to b= -,ased.4 f213 1s the tesk ks sets for aimsalf.

Thus we 322 that 3sedis's oro.resz wes one of r:ligious




2ducation. That he hed in zind the averags .sn of his cultur-
=1 snvirnomant e3 the r2ader 3f{ nis 3iidur is evidanced oy the
fect thet slle o, 3lde with the meorsw cziuz3ntery runs zn Ara-
bie cowmentary. he omisalon of scaolsrly ilscusslons 1in hls
313dur also werrents this coaclusion.

The srrengeasnt >f saadiz's 31ddur once zgzin shos his

1oziczl znd systeuatlc fress of mind, ke b2zinz his wein aub-
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th th2 deily preyers for the individuel with an sx lena-
tlon of the Loura they ars to ce rscited, snd n:= indlecet2s the
vorious zoastursecs the prejers tese. Jnen frllows the dally

orey;2 3 for ths conzrzcetlion wilth 2 commancery s to whet the

6

razdsr will ssy end ths reaponses of the con.regstion. Ihean

eraz two Arizinesl edampositions, both of e petitlonery neture, |
seedle's nsxt ssctlon darls with the speciesl praysrs thst
renl 4323 whenevsr ths 2cceslon srisss, [Lhes2 hs hes dividagd
int? {.0 sectiona; tnose desallinz vwith the »hyslicezel such as 2at-
ing, Irinkinz end worklp.; eni tnds2 desling wlih the sensorlal
a.srin., snd 3@2lling, These hs subpdivides

&

ith 2x.langtions >f 2ach until & highly slsoorets 3yatem ia

s OW SOwE L _reyars for the s,.2clsl dsyst thne 3atbath?,

I i % 12

th2 New Xoon™— ", the dsatlv , £nd tne rasts, wiennuksn

end curim, epout which hz nes 1iutils to 3=,, com

2z
13 3epdis certainly wex23 &n 9xcallsnt teszzaer,
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a2 -i.23 & 30orL suanzery of the
conmendments znd orohibltions rslevent to 2sch. For Fassovar,
‘ 2 3 g § ame 1 < 14

n2 2van includes the Hdazsedah.

Rosh Hzshonneh is inclualed in the llst of Festlivals,
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ls 2023 to grzst lengths to discusa

27

2xactly th:z 3ascript-

ion of th2 3%unis which ths olowing »f tha 3hofsr ctroduces.

L2 2ven prasents g disgresxn snowing the rsletiv: langth of

noLas, 15

O,

Ocinlons

end the

Jazils.
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wh2

Thus w2 hzve found & reiarznce to muslc in prejyer
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shezber on tius verlous types of wuslzsl beats
they hevs on the imgulses of zen's syul.

r2latisnskic batw2en toe zosunds 2%

deslile, in nls ohilosochicel work, -211=0s end

Far-

e Juofzr

pb2ets he zzntionsa.

[h2 next to last sectlon of 3azile's siddur 1s concernzd

wlth the 2est Jays,
ihe
sir3nass for sinsz,

commentary ramarzs ugon the z>>d of

>f whizh fom Rlppur i3 the m>3t lmrortent.

th2s3e degys 1.s,, for-

acs egnd confession.

1tence,

th2 laat s=2ction d=2zl1s3 with ths stadying of the Ioreh in

tdwllc and in zrivat
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Ihe bensdictlions for taz Ioran and

=eftoreh, how isny 32¢tions zr2 €5 c2&d, end tns rsedinss for
th2 3.2ciel 3gocatis ani rfe3tivals are all mentisned hers.

All in ell, ssciis's slidur is & raxsrkebls project. dHe
asta g3 als -.a28l tn2 bLringin. 20 undsratending U7 th: grzat
ze33 9f zZ290l2, ard he certeinly anhould neve succsadel in his
eim, Axn,oue whd was tns les3t blt femwliller with th: 1llturg

23ald hsv: £allowa2d 3eadls's s513dur veceasd2 of its loglcal :cre-

.
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lewz eon
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rsvzglad

>f the aacj2st xstter, .~ore tasn thset, the zverege
2uld peva gzinsi & .rzeter and beiter dnowledge of lne
cerninz vrey2r =nd wirsslc tazinds td 3acila's clasr
‘32 epxilenstions. Thus Saedie's eomncest of prejer ea

n his sildur is tnet crcgjer 1a g zesans >f atisinling

the fmowlz2dze 2f 24
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zethod whersby the vawish poople may learn of tcelr nistory

end their own spscial customs and czarzioniss.
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CHAITER IV
BAJHLA'3 COLCELT OF rRALER IN LISHT OF 413 PAILO3Dr:EX

rdow to instlll in the hsart of the Jew e sincere love for
the 3=rvice of God 13 the “urposs of his worx, “The Duties of
the Heart", cechya tells his readsrs.l From this we zay de-
duca thet the role of grayer in B&chja'a orilosorny 13 to be
ilracted towards this gozl.

pacnya orgenizass his approsch in a very orderly fasalon.
Zz2 bezlins by steting tnat God's greatest zift to men, besldes
naving cre2ated him, wes to bastow Wiadom upon him. It 1is
through Aisdonz that zan comes to the sa2rvice and ths love of
God. +ladox is composaed of thrss divisions. The [irst deels
with =2332ntial 2nd zz2:13icatal cropertlies >f meterlel bodlas;

-

ti:3 second dzals wiin the sclience of msthecatlics) end the thlrd
t1vision lecls with the nlzh=at of gll sciences, thé)l?éj.z

It 1: the lstter which la most essentisl to rslliglon, end It

13 incumbzat upon us to study 1t in ordar to gein an und:r-
stauding of our re115lon.3 a2 zay come to understand our reliz-
ion throuzh the three-wazy path which 3od hes provided for us;
throuzh 4he intellect, throuzh the Toren, and through the tre-
iitions of the prophets &and 32593.4 Low tne aclence of tae
foreh 13 aubdividesd into thz sclence of externasl conduczt znd
th2 scisnce of ilnwari 1lifs. [h2 science of external conduct
jezls with the inowlalse of tracticel dutiss. Ths sclence of
inward 1ife deels with duties concerning ta2 heert, :dch as
r:21inzs end sentlizents,” oachya then reflecis the influancs

of 3zedle by av-lyin. the letter's device of rationel and

R—— -
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revealed comiendusnts to the practicsl duties. Jome of these
dutles rezson zlone would have dictzt2d aven thou-=h the Iorzh
would not heve mzde thex oolizsstory. The othsrs dezend uuon
thz zuthorlity of hRevalsztion sinc2 our rsesson cennot fathom
their purpose., As for tne duties of the hesrt, thsy sre all
ratlan&l.ﬁ fhey ere both posltive and negstlve in neziure,
ine 2xlistence of God, His Unity, crestion ex nihilo, the 2b-
1i,ation to worship Him with 211 our az2arts, end to hsve com-
zl2te trust in Him ars some exarples »f sositive duties., Leaz-
stive lutles >f th= hz2art include the ozposlite of these and
oresveap such oneés as not to covat, not to peer srudzas, and
2ot to thinz of Pfcrbliden things, The zositlve snd nsgstive
dutisz of th2 hzaert, zll of tnem, hezve thls cozmon cherzcter-

1atic; they are a>t viaitls, only 394 is solzs to Judze &

tapaon's tra2 uotives. !

For bachye, the fullfillment »f £l1 precepts rest upon
vhe lutles of the hesrt. 1t would b2 ‘muosi;ible to perform
sxtarnsl dutles in the proper mwennar shoiuld thers be & short-

in _.#e npservzanca of taz dutles of th: heart.s Wwith

(]

yeins

eri to creyer, th2 appliceatlion of tuls statament would

(2en that the dttzrence of any bl:ssin.s must come from g de-

sir2 of ths hesart, not slimply bacause thnere 1ls an arpolnted
jace3ion when thess zr-y2:3 end blzssings ers to b2 sald. Each

time then, when a rraysr or blzasing ls ditered, winether the

el, The desirz of the heert Ls&es iU 30.
Thet the datlza of ths hssrt zre oc.i.atory for us to full-

fill mezy be shown from ths following., First, reason tslls us




thet man 13 composed of body and soul, &.d votla sre due o

-~ 1

3033 gordnsesa. Acceordingly we ar2 20lig-tzd to worahlp sod

in g visible end #n lnvisldle meansr, Visldlse worahlz fells

acon 3n3d"s unity, sceestin. dls service, énd humbling sur-
32lvas «2for: Hdim, r2drzsent iavisiblzs worsitlz., out the wisl-

3 &

[
£

gle woritly of 374 cannot e &cdapltable anlesss vazre
ia3ir2 of th= isart to periorm tnaL.3 crom tula we lzarn tnat
thz psrformance nf ritualistic 2us2rvencsas arz not Lo s w3rs-
ly wazhnenlcel, but in ordar to bLe zcc2dtevle tuat rlsa from

-

u_JJ' tn.h.'
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ch
ct

g 31an32 af alncers lntantlon promot

e ype of inward
fecling. Jduraly, sajs 3senye, 1f 30d lmposed extarnal datles

12n it is unr:zesonablz to think that ths chkoicast

=
v
5
e
(3]
ot

21z .2ats »>f our Lela_s, the heart snd the «ind, would not snzr:
In sepvinzs ali 3inge thare would be no gomzlets sesrvice of 3od
LR & | - B = b3 lo Th L n - -~ -
ditasut thalr perticlpcotion, Thus "kavono" 13 & nz2c333ary

29ampanion 1o nrey2r. Lip service slone 13 unacceptatle sinee

mants of our hearts contradict th2 professions of our 1ios,

in geceori with the convic——

cr

a2

-

end our physicel sctivitlies srs
tions »f our 3ouls, ths sarvica w2 rznder to 394 1s not perfzct,

nll "Tae aim

for He does not =zceedt sarvice Lhat 1s aruarisus,
end vzlue of troe dutizs of the
the 23usl 29operatlion of Lody end soul in the cervice of 304,

30 that the tsstlmony >f Lzart, tongue, snd other bodily orzans

shrll oe alike, znd thet they shsall suzzort and sonfirm, not




contrzdiet or differ from, each ot.her."l2

Returning to ths statsment that the dutles of the heart
are lncumbent upon us, we derive this from z second source.
The Torzh esnjoins man as to ths nscessity of the dutles of the
heart. Refarences in Scripturs, which ars msny, include the

following. "To love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart,

with 211 thy soul, and with sll thy might."t* "Thou shalt not

take vengeence nor bear & grudge."1?

Thirdly, trsditlon tslls us so., "Heaven regerds the in-
tentlon“ls and "Do ils will as if it were thy will, thet He
mey do thy will as 1f it were His will"17 are examples found
in Raboinlce literature.

Bachyz insists that 1f you are a mzn of intsllect and un-
derstanding, it willl not aufflce you to learn zbout the duties
of tne heart from the Torsh znd from tradition alone. Rather
must you reinforce your convlctlon through the use of your in-
tellect znd employ it in reflecting upon ihils subject.ls Thus
orzyer 1s not only s commandment; 1t 1s a loglecesl eonclusion
et wnlch on2 errives throuzh his rstional facultles. 3a=zdia
171ds & slmiler view in his philosophy regsrding this.

S0 far we heave seen that Bechye ia a moralist whose re-
liglous and etilcal visws ars bessed upon retionelity. chya's
concern 1s wlth ths 3atrengthenlng and purifying of religion
from within. To thls end he uses philosophy. It is thsrefore
necessary for him to dsmonstrats the rztlonal proofs for the
axistence of 3od and thst He 1s the Crsator of 21l in order
thet turough the latellect we may come to understend an apopre-

clete our rzligious duties.




fhe arzuma2nts which

Sgenye employs s.ad the msthod thet hs
4383 2nee agsin 3how the inrlusnce of 3aedla. Flrat ns sliows
thet the world wust nsve come into belng in tiz2, =ince it had
to heve a COraetor. Of the three zroofs whlch ne drin.s, wwo

mzy be found in 3zadia's philosouhy.
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ohlloszorhy, but almiely to £3tablish 2 rationel vsals Jor ths
undaratending of our rslizlion. oSecayes now Laras Ifrom Lhs oub-
werd zhilosophilazl idlrectlion to th: lpwerd ethizzl =nd morasl

™

ilrection. de names the ten 3tsgs l2eding upwerd to 3o0d. Ihay
ar2 the exlstance end Jdnlty of 30d; the =xsuinztlon »f crast-
el thingss; ths service of 30od; trust lm 39d; wholzhssrtad
dsvotion t9 371; huamility; reventznce; 3giritual accounting;

=bstin

w

ne2; end, love of 354d.

Now thet 7nz comes t2 uindersirad the orosfs for 30d's ex-
ist=nce eni unity,he will sppraciete o2d's kindness far naving
braught 2la Irts beln:, snd te v1ll teank dim. Tihls is only
#“ontaral 3ince rsaszom would requlre such setlion to bes izisastrat-

23 Irom ¢ b2asafizlcry wo nis aanaf;c:or.‘5 3aadle, UI2, Lzzas

shz sizze steteswznt Thet Lt 1s only lozic:l for men to thenk
I3 Dacsus3 H2 i3 nis senefgctor.as Sechys then vroceads to
1:/e 11lussretliona of thne varisus classes of men who r:nder
banaflt to snother hazen belai, 49 msiter whetosr it De =
father'a Lanefleence to nis ¢hild >r & rester's to a sleve
38111 the zotivation comes {rom s3=21f-intersst in H»n= way or
suother, [he fzther 1s lntersatad in seelng uls s32d contin-
U3 th3 rzster la latercated ln improving hls cadlitsel for
ivza 30, rzason readlres
the beralizl ry oo thenk “h2 o2nelsctor tzou.h he recoinlizes
the truth >f thz s;ltuation. Tzan how wach mors is sn individ-
a=zl to .lve thenzs =nd . relss 172 J4>d aho 1s far beyond such a
thing, Who hes no motlve of as=2lf-lntirsst, wWiose :1fts are of
e Qermanant netarz, and «ho wilsnss o> beneflt wen only e&s an

[ a
axpreaslon of =is 4rre2 and lovingkinaness.*® If, as Saehye
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states, "ths tonzuz i3 the hegrt's zen znd che mind's messan-

~
ger"‘9 then vrayer 1s a me:rns of 2xpressins: one's praiss,

I'h2 moyrs that onz 3tuiles, the wor. humbls will n2 bacoms.
sor he will come UD racognize the various wegys in whnleh sod
has mgnifesteu His wisdom and His kindnsss., The eymzlsx struc-
ture of th:e univarss, th2 very stracturs of zen nimseli, the
order >f ncstarz, th2 Ziving of the Torsh; &ll of thess will
peu3® m=n to recognize 37d'a magnificence znd in contrzst, hls

suomizsive

(81

vn wasidness, Ja3arsfors, he will btzedoma huxble 2n
‘n 574's fresence. &l: preyers szzcordingly will reflesect =is

sd ratiim £or 30d's masnificence znd kils submissiveness to

-

Kow mwan's submission to 3od mey =rise out of two diflar-
snt tyses 37 sentiment. &Gl3 submlasion mey e induced by fear,
nope, nz2c233ity, or coapulsion. Or on the ovher nend, his audb-
amission usy =riss {rom ths ed>nvictlon thet 1t 1s nis duty to
1orify &nd exzlt thz zerson to whom submissioson i3 d;e.jo oS0th

tires =rs dessrvin. of sclvetion in the world to coms.-o+ DBut

taz lstter 13 ths hi_hzr tyvye of asrvice lor it 1s arrivzd at
tierouzh thes intallsct ena thus is z duty of the heart. 3Such
1s -rayer. True DJreyar does not come (rom the .2zr of punish-
ment 1f onz do=s ot pPrey or rore for a rewerd iIf he does. It
coma2s from a dasirs on rart of ths 3-Hul to strive with 211 its
might to serva God for Its own 32k3 &s 2 resalt 1ts ilntellectuzl
comprenension of God.

Yen 1s econtlnuelly recelvin: bensfits frox Jod. onut & long

tims elepses before als uind 1s moture snough to recognize the




gervicas he 3hould rendzsr in return for thsm. Toersiorz it is

] & - | .- ' + £
m=2"8 duty to ezll attention to th= dutlies of tae h2art sand t
iutiss of the limbs waich mexe the sarvice of a2a complzste whesth-
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cosnize ths velidity of thz assrvice of Sod torouszh his own men-

tal prowesss.”< srayer then muss be tzught o one until he

[
I\
o |

|
()
ct
ck
{
¥
2
<5
’.
u
I
£
-
W
o
s
u
;__h
)
(8]
iy
4
b
m
jo
s
ct
5
114
W
[
cr
- o)
e
Fu
Q
[
i
2
=
Js
ot
10
e
ct
i

runishmznt 3hould not be zn ziditionzl resson for man to rray.
Hzye opscanye differs with Jdaesdls. DSzchys 1s concerned with the
2

nwerd -urity of r2lizlan, and is purpose ias to show thst sru

g2l - tis love >f God., What zotivstes 1 towards this _oal

1 7 4 et 1 1 1 : 2 - e o 7 5
13 kis reselizztlon of 323 3 goodness and zindness towsrds him,

3

N0 ulterior =motlve is involved. wan should 2ver remexbar the

ervaents who worxk lor their
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comes {rom & desire to sarve 423 ©o9r the sgzs »f love.”” snould

»ne tzks aiditinnal resligious dutiss .ron rlms2l1lf, provided he

(=
e
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=
s

11lins those »dllgetory upon hla gnd th=: additionel oazs

some from a love of Sod, tiien w2 wWwill be rewarded sccordiagly.

"
ch
w

%4 : B vt
itnee aldiltionsl prejlng lseds 10 & grester recom ense.-° Bach-

b
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W

7e thas ssys thet -»n2 3023 receive zdditlonal rawerd Ior sd.il-
tionezl zr ying but that this stould not Lz ths astivstion for
rrayer,

i3 it r-a2lly ;osslblz for uwan to rsech thi:z: nlzhesuv aste:

to do2 th2 servize o9 0d? Is 1t cossibles for 232 1O toenk Jod

L9

or 13 prunty wvitkout norinz for that bounty to o2 incrzzsed?
It 13 if mzn will Zzsep thr2e thinsa in xind: rot to tkink of
s21f-zzin whin worshipping; thet 32d's goodnzss do-s not de-

end 20 zzn's Pr o yer 3inze He .anifested Hlz coodness to ian

- -

S3lore he coHuld prey; and, thet men 1s s3x:z2ll in th2z s3i:kt of
a3d ¢nd 13 dependent upon Alm ¢nd not vliee versas, and th;bfts
emtinuslly penefitting Lan.37 Reflzctlon on these taree mat-
tera willl rexovz tne obatacles in order to r2ech tne topr rung
in ths ledder to 3>d, with regerd bo tainking of self-_sin
d.ring worsszip, slthough your >uitward gppegrance asy .ive no
slizn tnet your thoughts sre thus, sod will raquite you in sll
that nis oanlsclencs observes in you., ror 304 «nows both the
hidden and thz revaszlad equally well, snd it follows that dHe
will Judge eeccordin. to His mowlejze.”~
As one au3bt not thini of beln:z rewarded oy 323 waen he
worships, 30 must he not worsulp with the thouzht in wmind that
it will find fevor in the sight of rls fellow usan. Evideatly

Beechiya hss in aind tne "nazenia" for he rifers to thoss who
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comoo32 new lizturszicel hjmns.35 and lezd rsli.lous ssrvices.
Bachys hea difliculty answerlin. thks problsm 30 rre= &ill,
=2 gdmits it is difillcult to reconelle the 3lliersnc: petwasn

3»d's control dver averytuing end men's spcerant choles in

[ o7

matters. ie edvocstas thet men shouli 1llve g3 thou lk - 41
neve free :ill.LO ihds men mey prey Or not rray as na 30 de-
Sires, Frojor end frez will sre int:rreletsd in ths f>31lowing
Weje. Lreyer nas thrse steges. fane flrat is ths cholece to
.rej. +ne szecond is tne lntention Lo ecarrey out tnst ctniece,

The teird 1s to bring the decision into physicsal szctivity znd

o
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w

t rzk2 the zet 8 completz one. Agein this 13 Bsechye's de-
firition of a com>lete zct - on2 in which both hsart snd body

sra en-z_edi., 7Tan2 flrst two steazes o1 preyer, the cuolce znd

the intention sre within wen's own fowsr, lhe third 13 1lilss

n th: rzelom »f s0d's gower. 3uould s men choose to prey and
r23351lve L2 garry 2ut that 3dzcision cut i3 aneodle t> 19 30 for
slesl rseam, ta2n he wWlll ce rewsrdsd in the 3zme
fz3ainn e3 $hod.: a2 4ld ecrry 1t sut.“* If ien doss rray, 1
1: c2prielnly notl ssesusa 521 forees hlm to. For if 3od forced
«£70 0 vrey 1t waiald be becsuse n2 a22d=2d preyer. Deachys
22ints osut innuirsrescls tlmss thel 30d 3howsa nlas :oodness zna
bensficenc2 1o nzn even befor:z tne lstter could pray. He
therzfaore Jd923 not nz2d wesn's adoration &nd tnenks.. den iz low

¢end huzbdble in orizgin. 3 1s gr2zt end the Crestor of =11,

o

wnpt ne2d ddss he nevs of wsn at 211? It wes So0od's love an

(i

indn2as whilch promptad aiz to show xen Hls beneficence, end
nothing els:., Therefsre, he 1073 not n2sd zen's preyer.

Iruast 1ln 30d for cechyc 4%¢3 not maen thst 2zn 1is o
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@0d whils bslizving in snother.

Iznoraace af ths Idren rastralns froe widls-usarisd de-
vation bzgauss the Iforzh z2onteinsg taz iodss 24 woranls snd aow
bhey z=re to be peridruaed. Svaa thou-.h me ey be awsre of God
nsss 3411l nes will not £now what 2resceribsd eoarse
ta» £ollov,

ne evlil Inclination reises douvts conearains csrtein se-

gepted irutzas and wesksns onz's trust ln s0d. One's rzli:isus
service 13 tndas impalrzd beczasz »uz coaxes to ballisve thet ths
warstle 28 393 Y3 nzliher £ daty or is ueriborlus.43

Zarniliiy 1s & prersgulaite to ths love 2f Sod. When 2

= ~he - oyt d -3 ¥ ! o 5 Ty niy TRl Ot :
mEn Trzys thare sbtdgld ce no jride ar tew-holn. 33 o2Th im als

pzert oni in 1ls sutwsrd zenner, . should not esnsldar nls
ect of woranly as of any aczounit comparsl to whei Ge owsas 324

h 13 meny tlmzs groeier tcan the isei.qs Jne clirecumitence

{4y &
wWoie

waleh wlll orodics humiliuy is when g Zsraon fzlls 1ill., ade
w11l Iirst turn 4> human D2ings snd &3Xx for 2ld. Sesin. thay

. . - J: 1
csmmot hels him, s will 34,;licata.uod.“7 laus 2rzysr 1s not

mly cdosrction and thenksyglvin. but alan petitlon,

srayer plzys & lar.2 pert in repentence., iru2 reventences
gonaists of tnz four followig: 3vessi reLret an rert »f ihe

snltent for taz 3ins he coamisted; renoguncing &nd abandoning
tls sins; confessin_. 'nd wssszsclilng forgivensss for heving
comaiitted tnzny 2lads as thet gz wlll aot rspest tha afiasnse.
Thus 1la regssntancs, oreyer tzxss tne forma of remorse in gpsach,
eonfssaion, suppliczetion, znd even the forx »f = vow,., oLechyse
atzt2s withk reserd t> ths latter "by =z2zna of sosech covenents

are mede.....betwaen 35d and nls servents. W48 auraly when e
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man preys for forzivensss and vowa not Lo rz2zezt als sin, thet
vow 13 razsrded ss rart of kis creyar.

Fart of 3uprliecstion for forzivensess includes festing by
lay and vreying by ni-nt.45 Let2r on w2 3hell 3z2 why osechye
‘n eontrsat to 3asdle ba2llzves prsying by nigtic 13 cetter.

shen the aoove four eosnatituents >f rssentznez ars ful-
£111:3, 503 will forgiv= thz sinnar snd overlook his trens.r:=s-
sion,3C Dhus the zu23tiom &3 5 the 2fficecy of irsyjer 13 an-
3warad. 373 do2a n@pridn Lo prayer, out it would sesw tnat
tihe othera foras of praysr, nrewsly eddrevion, zraiss, 2ad taancs-
siving zre ofrficeslaua froz the atendpoint af the effaect thney
deve on nim, snd not "n 3dd, Tarousn tosn zza edxzss Lo feel
tiha na3srnass and ths _lory of 3od4d. And thz sreyars through

which aen ag.riscnes a»d in resentance srz a.ficecious Lo man

in thet they r=lleve hix of zallt fezllngs for tranagrzssiosns

srumitted and thay nelp hia psychologleelly in ra3slving not
In hia sisgtth traatlss oo “3:riritusl Accountinz", Bachya

383 that "2 203045 3h2ull teks soglunt with bis 3oul concera-

ing exclusivaly with the dutlisza >f the L2szrt; thosze econsistiin
of duties »f Lhz neert eni bL23dily sctivit; such as sreyer end
the study »f thz2 {doreh; anrd, th: third zrouz consists of phy-
sicel activity &slone 3xespt for tas feseling of devotlion when
w2 bezin to J2rforz tasm. Zxewples 2f tac last claas sra the

c
¢ . ‘ b-g (_.
tae lezuzeh,”< in tus ver-
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o
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formance of thz Jdutlzs 27 tne nzert, one muat rsmove all other
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except that whlch devotes hisz higrt to G2d. JFreyer

fe11l3 into ti= seeond eless in which both the dutisa »>f the

.

hasrt end dutiza of the llaos ar2 aag e 3d. A _srson saruld

prey in tha frllowilng zenner, "He should dissngecge hls
from »ther zetivitizs et refer 42 this ar to th:z next
end fre2 hl: mind frox 11 thoushts thet would dlstract

rttentlion from preyer: thsa, aftar

-

ody

world,

nis

bzving cleansad cimself end

wegsnad >ff anythins dirty o2 foul znd wmoved swey from all of-

fen-ive odors =ni simller objzctioncbls things, he shoul

£y hsert wh> 1z 1s to whoxm he lnienas %o 2ffer cis pgreyer, whst

he s2eZ3 tharein snd now he i3 1o gddreais his sekzr Lot

chalze o words snl of thexze, Far snow tuet words ers
with ths tingae snd cre llke 3hell, whils maditestion
words 13 in tce hzert, &nl 13 the kermel, asrds ers th

3¢ 1preyer end a2diteim on thelr meening is tha s.lric.

on the

2 oody

€ 4

me orrys with his tonia2s gsni hls neert 1ls Htasrwliazs en_s;ed,

kls preyar 13 llize & ©ody without & sairit, or & snell

-

2 W,
hL Gl

24t & lkernz2l, because it.l3 oody is pressnt but hia h-zrt is not

with niz whillz he 13 orejingeees..and 1f & Jerson is 3ssying

the Alri-hty will =not zecert 13 =reyer, which wss anly

1i2ert 1s zaopty of tna2 e ntents of the vreyer,

mechanicael, & mzra wovam:nt of ths tor_42. - Sgchye then

galls cttention to the fret that th2 Axnideh 13 eosncluded with

thz sentznce, "Lst ths words »f :y mouth =nd the weditatlon of

2y heart be scce
Thus 1f & zerson tuinks »of

it would be insultin. o 9dd €0 &3x tonet kls prejsr o2

2srtzd dsvotion would oz lzekin .55
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teklz paflors Jhee, -y Rock snd my Redeeuxer
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an; worldly =atter whlle srejying,




3ums up davoiion in preyer &3 "the soul's longing for dod, hum-
o0ling itself 1n &1s sresence, sxalt n. its Brsstor, offering
vral3ss end thanzsglving to nls n-rae, casting =11 its oburdsens
m ﬁim."ié

It was nze2s3sry t5 32t preyers down o2cguse 103t Deopls

find 1t difficult to zrey spontaneously in a worthy fastinsn

wJ

3inc2 1t is not 223 for on2 to recall sxsctly whet to s&y,

enze recidly maxing 1% 3ifllcult for
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rsyer3 in the 7r
Ihs r=2lizious acstivities in whkiza opl, the Gody 13 on-
23 and the areebtin. 2f the
shz bgsrt towsrds 3o0d
pefors periormlnz the vracert 30 vhast ta: z2t willl o8 coHaclate

4 o . AT -
ona uwith th2 ldea in mini of obeyin: Jod's commendueant,”

The hizhest tyr2 of fraysr will come from the individusl
who enterteins th2 hkishesit tyve of love for God, There are

thr:2 types »f love & s=rvaut hes for nls “Laster, The (lrat

"3

"

ret=fulnesss thsz s2rvent fs2la for nis

10

tyce atems Trom the

(6]

Lester's beneficsnce 1o him, Thne second tyue of lova comss

from Lthes zrsztltude >f th=z servznti Leczuse tas Yaster nss baen

W

marciful snd cocpesaimsziz 1z ovarlooking th2 transzrzssions
1f thz servant. out thz thlrd type 272 love znd the purast is
the love which cd123 from th: racognition or the Master's

actzr gnd revarsnce for ais innete noonil-
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ity, end not becads2 the 3:=2rvent nd7es Lo recelve snything or

ne fzars als weatsr.-” Ihe preyers we >fier will re-

4]

w

bacaus
flesct tne type of lova we have for 3od.

Bachye seays thet if onz hs3s drunz a fourtn of ¢ laz of



44

wine h2 should not pray immaedlistaly aftsr but 3tould walt awhils
befors rsaiting his ;rrJera.Oc e ressm 13 :wid=ptly thot
iz would wot be =nzezling in sreyer with com:laie dsvdtion,

rreyer € niiat 13 petter than prayer Jdurin. th: dey. First

s

=33 gff=zirs

pe

of all & men 1ls lsas likely tH think »>f nls pas

ddaring th: nizat then he 1s durlng the asy. Than there zrs faw-

-

2r neorls abroed st nisht who aisht dlatract iz Dothn with con-
var:gtion gnd with flsttery. Thers 13 1233 nolae =zt rl.nt end

the 32nses =zrz betisr solz to concentrets., Ihius anz 13 sble

@ datizs or the nsart are never-endini, Thsy zre lncui-
gznt uon zen at ell 32e30n3, &ll 2durs, all moments and under
81l clrcunstences.”® Preysr to9, since it i3 & duty of ths

herrt, 33 w2ll 25 g duiy of the limpa, wey bs sald gt sll tizas

exid undsr =11 circuxzstanzes, OQutward rituzl sbaservsnces zre
cerirazd st def'nlle timss,
Ihe true lovers 9 304 will rrzlse end slorify 4alm for

: = T B Yo 2 X N 7 N " a n et o " . : 5%
=is i3 ia helrins thexr sczomplish what tasy nsve, And wasn

and ra2sdlve to 2xe2cuts it wnz=n Juoy wlll La gble. <Ihey look
forviard to ti2 time whan ths Oreator will 13 them znd glve
thex ths opportunity to Jalfill Lhelr pursose. IThey G2acech

Him for this with a zure 3241 znd fsithaful heert., This 1is |
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CHAFTER V
BACHYA'S PHILOSOPHL IN LIGHI OF HI3 PRAYERS

Bgchya appended to his "Duties of the Heart" two original
compositisns, one an "Admsmition" znd the other 2 "Petition".
Selesctions willl be mede from these in ordsr to determine 1if
th2 zuthor was or was not concslstent in nls philosophy as shown
‘n hls preyers. Ths English translation eppezra in this =23di-

tion of "Dutlies of ths Heart".

"I understend, O lord my God, by the light of knowledge

m

where-with Thou hast favoursd me, thet Thou ert One, Thou a-
lonz; One without relation, or comparison; one with-ut
commencexent or terminstion; Ons without 2 seco>nd confront-
ing Thee; One thet 1s not 1lika the one thst 13 the first of
the numerzls; ©One th=t 1s not 1liks one of the numbarsd; One
thet 1s without conjunction, combinztion or zddition; One
that 1s without seperstion or division; On:= th-t 1s without
enyosne preceding These. For wheztever beside Thes 1s celled one
is In truth not one, nor mey it truly be entitled a .nity,
since 1t 1s composad of units, cullt up of separate antitisa,
divisible into sepzrate things, and has a2 commencsment and

terxinstion, & beginning and an end, 2 r2ar and a front, rs-

lation and similerity, end elso has & 3scond opposite it, an-

other resssmbling 1t."1
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l ) ! S o s 3 Im . 2 -’
“Thou heat created the root »f svarjthing sut of nougnt

m

nd the Zerkr >f whateve:r is form:=3 from ths nim-2xist-unt,

Inou hrst Joined them by Thy apirit and th:2y d2eca2 unitad.

gy Thy word Ikhdou di.st set the founietlon-stonz 39 thzt it oe-
¢+13 an 2xiiting worldi, o5y Thy 5ildlng Thou 483t eatevlish

erth =nd

T.ii

th2 h2eavenly sdhers to sacompeas th2 unlverss., A4Also
wind 2e3 Thoa 23teblizhad watsr and firs 3113t Toou -oss23s;
ub 9F fire Jdlist Thou creste the minlsters arsund tne throne
»f <ty -lory, and oub 27 wiand, th= hosta >f mesasenzgers on high,
Inoa d1d3t mes2 a division betwsen watars sni waters., (hou
3143t se2t 2 1imit #nd boundary to th: .ztzering of tns watera
2f the 2zrta, thst they should not bresz fortas Jnou dllist
mcXe thz 2erih yleld nerbagia wilth »11 szecles o0 3.2d3 end
1z2z3enut 9lznts. 2ut of oins 1ighs Thou 4dl.at form lulktinerlses
end 3iars In thne celastlel asghsras, to rule oy day and oy
al:int, burstin. fortt oy 3ay wlth sonz tv> thelr «s. r, and

siving forth hyans by nl-ht to taelr daster, declarin. tact

e All-wise crezt2d thew =nd ta3tifying that ths Alxizhty

-
-

-y

—

|

m¥d tham,

ga 3ift of wisdom

Aftzr 2ll thls, Taou diist form wan for Thy glory end didsy
&b crz2gtes & week mortzl wno cslls on Inhy nszss., into his nos-
trils Tnou didst obre the a 32ul, procious, purs, snd bright,
wise and understendin:, acqguirin. instrustion end wisdom, learr-

iL3cration, Gezlarinzg th %4 Thou heat HOpmad

-
iz znd tastifying thet IoH>d as3t erezt=sd it, oy ita means,
avzry wlse-hzgorted zen, .sing Int2ilizsnce, will r=alize Thes,
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end a men of und2ratsending will reflsesct =nd find lThee.

Sreation Ix .lhilo

"And beczuse [bkou bearsst 2ll sad era2st:st z2ll out of

m
1
| ¥

nauzht, zivast 1life to ell, end froz Thes gll cometh
4

avery-

teing 1s Thy work, preise is befltting unto fhes.'
Jod's Exczllence

"Anl 1t 18 a statuts incumbant on Thy ersaturas thet thsy

3h=1ll praise znd chznt befor: Thza: "Grast i3 ths Lord cnd
aichly t5 o2 ~relsed and dis zrsstness 1s anssercheclz" (&szlm

145:3)., For Iuoa crt =igh end 2varything 13 1ow in lhy pra2a-
anes, Jhou sry exelted; everyizing bowa down belore Tnze. iJoou

ort irelssd, and 31l gralse Thea. Toou srt extosrllsd, cpd =1t

extnl Tres, Tahou srt rigutesus, znd avar,thlng Jeclep=ian Ihy .
'y
iz & sirifi gl

shtsousnzes. JThoa ert slorifiszd, snd sverythin
2

Ih '@, T:cou ert ovsraigwm, and eve:sytning pr

Tizht. Ieou ert :r2et, end everytuing poureth forta ap=2ch

ynczrning Ihy srectness, Thiyu srt ewe-insiiring, and every-

3

nin: apesxeth of Lhy ~w2-Insoirip desds, Ioou art powser-

ful, snl evaryth'nz svezikath 2r Thy sbounding power. There-

i

ul
/
E.
+.
]

fara, it 1s se2mly to _lorify Ths: 'For irom tne risin_ of the

34n *van unio the soln. Jown 3f tkes sex=2, _reat 1s &y nexs

\ - ' - P P | e 13 -
gnonz ths netiosns’ (\Felzezi 1:11).

san's nuamility snd Suorissivens3as zefors 2od

o . Y
“and if I embtaj 1ittles worth to offsr a irayer to dm wiko
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£0 pogr to dsclars ins: wandrous

13 unseerchzbls, I ax but

ca.2 full of dzccelts,

-~

aunilistins, nevarthe-

Lloou willt not dz3zisz2 tnz afflie-

tiam of tihz2 poor, nor hlde Thy fees irom blm, end when he cri-
eth unt> Thes Ihou w11t b2 sntrectzd »>f alm, 4And whet 13 waex
tzn? abet i3 kls speach befaor- lhee, and whet ols zp=lase?
It woulld _2 de2.2d &35 nad.ub and withoutu focx in Thy -raa-
ince, we:s it w3t thet Ikhou hest oxeltsd uwiz by IThy elumend-
rents, 213010134 his oy Thy testlamondlss, wonorsd rid o Lne
J38leratism 7 Lh2 ~nluy 3f Jhy news, zede 1ix anow Loy Jay-=
as 203 with soxe & recictiion >f Iy t9llags: ghd ). i

& 2railasiyn to _aur forth ape2cn gnd ulleranceas 21 Joy bée-

s
forz tha throns o2i Ihy . lory,"©
f,usy in dod

re considsred sy weyas, lnvestiirted oy Leliss,

83 1y sctbtivities ¢nd zev: azedful attentlon (o the and of
g~ 1 27 3z3lr:l 2uj22t3; - snd lo! everytains is vanity and
vaxztion »f aziris. Its 3ad L5 formlass; 1ts s»nelusion, con-
fasion. 31 I Ionz2d to tuira @y frotavapta o Thy tabernscle,
to teixa reci.e Senesth the wia.s o8 Thy glory ead Join in Thy
sarviza. L anoy that is will bes w2ll with them thst fazr Thee,
end Ihose wnd set thelr Lop23 in ines willl not oe put to aneme;
20r will thsy that 323k Jne2 D2 eHxflrundad; 2nd warever trusts

.

in The2 - in & securz <lzic
oa 23tgbllsh=d pa2lorsz Ji22

dwsll, and hls sea2d 3nsll
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Devation in Frayar

"10 Lord, oren Ta>u 11p3, #nd my moubh shsll Q:claras Dhy
pralsa’' (Pazlms 51317). Haks my 3pzech clear, prepzre my
heart, arouse 2y 3o0ul, direct my wmaditectlion, and corract my

.

wanderinz: fanciss. GHeed my uttarances, sive ear to wmy words,
ma2ar 1y Preysr., Fay my cry drew nizh unto Thee,and my suppli-
catlon come unto Thz2, while I stand to dsclars Ihy pralaa,
sive uttzrance to Thy rightaousness, rscount Thy wondars, set
forth Thy lovinz=-Xiadness, t2l1l Thy truth, =3 lon: a3 @y so4l
abideth within m2 ani the 3pirit of 1life i3 in my noatril, be-
forz my sun wlll darkan znd the lam_ of my soul be extingul sh-
ad, and my mortsl body returnsth tothe sarth whence 1t was

taZ=n and my splrit zozth to Thee for judszment."®

Wwe heve treapgesssd in word znd desd, We have das_laed

ct
3
v
]
ct
e\
ct

b
-
(e}

atz in comzlitting trespess. We robbead Justic:

’..
e
W

end rightesusn:sa, Our course nas been 1 a hedgs of
thorna. We have ummulled covanunt end statuta, We have mul-
ti211s8 trznsfressions to an urlimited degrze, Wa have aban-

joned the -023 that has tzusht. We nevas plottedl wlckedneaas

1

we dld not rexzeaber that Thou
~3nt concerning every secrat taing, Ve

L . | P I\ - -7 %5 -~ - T =l - T T - ¥ e 14
reiactad the 1lascliylins of mowizdzz and hevs bLewen fo0lish,

.

2. We have turnei avey froz Tuy




rizhteous Judgmsnts and abendonad ths ways of Thy ststutas.
We turned to =211 things that we desired snd have sunk in the
depths of osur lusts. We clos2d our zouth, not ziving rebuke;
but our mouths opened wide, shrieking inigultous utterances.
We have bsen parpatuelly backxsliding., w2 have gbhorred
avery reabukar,

ey 1t b2 Tay will, O Lord our 303 and 354 of our fathers,
to forgive and pzrdon us for z1l our laguitles and trenszres-

sions."?

The abov:z s2lzctions show 2nouzh of sachysa's zhilosophy
snd ers ax?r23323 in such a way for us to safsely conclude

thet h2 is consistent in what he bslieves and what he a3ays.
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CONJZLUSION

Althouzh 3aadia and Dachya approach prayer from two
differant avenues, 1t 13 surprising how similer thelr conceyts
are, 3asdia's mzin concern wes with the attack on reslizion
froz without. His task lay In tryin. to reconcil= rzlizlon with
dhilosophy. Hence, he 3dezlt with preyer only as z part of the
ar picture >f religlon. Bschya, on the other hand, vas
occus-isd with the probles of the corrosion of religlon from

within., It was his Jou tc purlfy relizlon and str:ingthen 1t.

=)
=
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"
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orz, he dseglt with preysr more inteasely than did Szadle.
That 1t had & rationzl besls rplayed s wuch amellsr pert in hia
approsch then in 3aedia's. It mi:ht be sald that 3Jacdle saw

prayzsr in the li.at of loglc primarily, why we must pray and

how 1t 1s &> be done. Bachya saw urayesr prizarily in the 1light
3f devotion, how w2 are to pray and why 1t i3 to be dona. The
diffzrance betwa:en ths two wman lles in the aresa of thelr empha-

ala.

Jaadla and Bachys, although adhersnts to different schoolsa
¢ thouznt, w2re both retliinglist: in thelr philosophy. A3 =&
stizr of fsot, Bachyz is vilsloly lafluenced by 3dzadlz both in

ishin. ¢ retlonal foundeatlon for prayer
and in utilizin: 3aedia's tercinolosy of rational snd ravesled

commandmesnta. However, Bachya want furthsr vwith preyer by de-

it a3 2 duty of the2 h=art end & luty of the llimbs,

The duty of .rayzr 13 @2rivad throu.h the intellsec

botk 3eails and Bachya. oSoLWh sewWw prayer in 1ts different




forns of thanksglvin:, sdoration, and pralse to God for
His zoodnz2s3 to man, Bott recoznize pstition 3 an impor-
tant form of preysr. Sesadlas stresses petitlon as the largest

and most zenerzsl type of preyer for, a3 he seses 1t, zmen's

28
o

greatest concarn 1s wita the uncertain future rzthar then with
the rr2sent blsssinzgs hs enjoys. Therefore, hz prays mostly

with the patitionsry forauls "Mey it ce Th, Wili".

Bachya stressss adorstlon gni przlse rather than petltion,
3ince 394 13 always menlfsstin: His goodness to man, man should
be concarned in recognizing God's pressnt gifts. By doing so,
be becomes more constent ln his devotli-m and strives more in-
tensely to ascend ths ladder to 1ts hlghest run, the love of

=

J0d.

3aadie holds that man has Fres Will and therefors has in
hiz kani the -owsr to2 prey Hr not. DBzchya does not know wheth-
2r Fres Will belongs (o man bul advocetes for men to live as
thouzh he did have it. Whst 13 in man's powar is the cholce
to Zrey ani th2 intention to czrry it out, but the actual

physicel egctivity of preyer lles 1ln tne hends of God.

Both men say that prayinzg lsads to reward. DBachya em-
phasizaa that orayer should not be employed to this end.

3z2dla's thinking shoiws this to be a reason for man to pray.

Tha grezatest emphasis in praysr 1s placesd upon devotlion
by Bachya. 3asdiz mentlons insinczsre Intentlon whils praying

as a resson why prey:r is unaccapteble. He, in no way, elab-

«Q

orates upon this point as did Sachysa.
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Th= wey of reventanc= 13 glxost idanticzl in the philoso-

¥

g fsrz of both confession

ct
.

phies of botn these men. PFPreyer, in
and supplication for forsivensss, 1s an intezral pert of
rerentance, Jasdls and Bachye Loth sm.haslze sddltinnal pray-

ing as a m2ans of beazeching God for forzivenzsa, and Bachya

glso 3suzgests fastinz with prayer.

The Torzh 1s lamportent with regards to preyer, doth msn
gay. Szadla declesres that a men who prays and doss not head
the words of the Torsh will not heve hls orayzsr accepted.
bachya tells us that through th=s lorah we will learn ths differ-

ent modss of worsnip,

Both mentlion humllity znd submission 23 important attl-
tudes Juring preysr. 3inces thils 13 a wmzans of .urifylng reli-

sion, Bactiye 2laboresves upgon it more than 3zedla.

Tha o2utlook upon 3ev preyers is more or less the same for
3aedlz and Bachya. The formsr com;o32d his 3iddur because
there 2xisted 1ln his day zdditions, omisslons, and negligence
in the orsy=srs. He Jdesirei to correct this situsztion., The
lacter bellazved in a 32t srder becz«s2 he though that =z perason
could not rememier exactly what to say sincs -ne's thoughts

change so0 regidly.




at night since there were less distractions.

Both men show praysr to be efficaclious. The efficacy of
preyer 1s not limited to the realm of the Divine, but Prayer
2lso has 1ts offect upon man. In the reasoning of Saadla, man
himgelf must realize that be must offer only logical prayers
not absurd ones. And men's concern for his fellow plays a
role as to whether his prayer is accepted. For Bachya,

Prayer 1s efficzcious to man because of its Paychological effect
in that he must have certein attitudes within befors ha can

attaln to the service of God.

One distinction noticed between 3aadla and Bachya wes thil.n

One could predict as to what type of prayer Bachya would composs
by hls approach to prayer in his Philosophy. However, this
cannot be sald of Saadla. Frayer seems to be Just another

Plece fitted into his highly systematic structure of thought.
But the composition of his Praysrs bellesthls statement for

they are d2eply moving and emotionelly appesling and revesl

the poetic soul of the men.

In the fincl anslysis, it must be szid thsp Szz2dia and
Bzchye are quit: similer in thelr concents of prayer with the
mapin difference betw2en the two lying in the reslm of emphasis.
Bachya emphasized prayer as a msans of cleansing and bolstering
religion. 3aadla racognized 1t as a2 part of a larier problem,
religion, which hs was trying to reconcile with philosophy.

It might be sald thet Szadia approzched prayer through the
loglic of the 1ntsllect. DBachya approasched it through the logle
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of thes hsart. Each hsi own Perticular

(9]

way in order to complsa

ct

= the tass h2 had s2t for himself,

Preyer today re:esins ss it always wes- an outpouring of
the solrlt of man bzefore his CGreator and Maker. Its forms of

3 - 3 e 1 . o e 2 “~ " . 2 m 3 5T
egdoration and Srelsz extoress men 3 ave at the eon ~fnugd rave-

latlon of 3od to man in His many weys. ts suprliecztisna and
L s "__ =5 A . & - n A - P | =
2tltioms exnprss "men's revelatlon to God", of hls nesds sad

als hozes. Its form of thanksgiving is 2 con*lnual tnslieslin
strive both inward end upward 3o that his 1ifs make reflect

his gretituds to God by beecoxin t one wlth God. Wwhen men comes

(¥

a
to reallze that prayer was created for him zni not for God then

it will bs truly efficscious.
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