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ty :r<inar..l llleln 

?he µJr~oaa o f t hi~ ' E ~er la ~0 ~et~1 ~ine t he conc e~L~ 

~f ? rayer ln t he t hlnkin~ o~ tw~ ~ewl~h lhllod ~;ters Jf Lhe 

i,_i:id.le A..:_e:, , .>aa..i ia .Jaon c..r'_.i z:;e.c1:ye i on l-c: .·.-...l~; t:> ~e -3 lf 

t h.:y a r e ~onsist ent i n t t eir r:nil 1S.J~ t i .?5 as r e f l .=:te,i in 

tha i r ~ray.ar.3 ; 2nJ , to c ·J rI;! 12 r ~ t.hel r conce,l)ta in ::> r ie r t o 

sea the differer.ce s c ~d ~ i~lle ritiaa . 

Irajer for 3seJ ia JaJn in hls yhi l:>50~hy was e ~art 

J f the la.rE;er !"'roble.;, 11' r ..-:: ~i.. _ iJn wl'..i.:h 11 .... l\C..1 st~ e.1. j t i n6 

t ~ recJnclle ~ 1tt ~til~ao? hy . rtua hia ~ain concarn WES 

with th s cttac~ on rsl i ~ion f r om with JJt . Bachyc, on the 

::>t. her ha nd , Ka.~ Jccu .• i ~J v.it. n the :- l'Jo l ::.:u Jf tLt:: ~1r1" -:>.3 i on 

Jf :- ~ l i._: i :m f.cJ: .. id t. b.l n . It we..;; h i 3 j -:i u t 1 _urlry rell _,i :m 

anj stren..:t :.en 1 t . 

_: l Ey : d ~ ... ... ct -;::. ·lJ:. r £. l: t ir; r:i.> a.: r:>:::.ci. t ri:. n in 5u~1 lc.. 1 3 . 

It .<. 1 6h t be .J c ... 11 !..ho t .:fa~ .! la Ji;.\ . • r ~ J° .) r 1 n t n .: li.:,nt e> f 

lo : lc 1 rl :-_a rily , 1!.h.Y_ ''" .1 i....1.3t t l'l.:..Y ~n-1 LJ\, it i..;; t1 L~ .l)no . 

3ac ::yc; saw 1, r&...y ~ r , rl:::arily i:1 th3 ll _ht '">f' Jav )ti:m , b'J\"' 

rn3 J l f fer ~nca be -
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Al th )..lYl 3a<' :iia and ~achy a a ::; _Jroe.oh r n y =r fr".>:n ji ffe r-

ent c:.v enues , 1 t i s s ...1rpr1s1nc; h0\·: 51.i:il :::.r t rs lr oon~.a ;: ts ere . 

v t sibly i n fluencej by Jacdia both ln est~bli s h1n~ a r a tional 

r~t i ~nal enJ rav eel3~ o~~~snj~_nt s . ~owever , 3ac hya ~ent 

f~ rtta r ~ 1th pray ~r by ! efining it E 3 C j~ty Of t he h:&rt 

For 

~f t~e losi ~ ~f t te inte llact J cinly . For ~a c hye, it wa s 

te.nk he h e i :Je t f-:>r hlrt :; ~lf . 

-- L. -
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Il~'r3:00UCl'I OK 

Me:n ha3 alwey3 fel t t. he neceaalty 'Jf com.xun'ln0 with God . 

',•,'hetb.e r 3un ~t 1.n the d ept hs of :ies :;:;a.lr anJ f ear '.) r 3tEnj1.ne; Jn 

t he SU:!l'i.1 t ::> f r ev ~renc a ar..i era.ti t ude , man he.3 e.lway s felt 

c-:>:::pelled to ? 'Jur fJrt i~ 

3anses but can.nJt sae . Throu~h t.ha v~rbal i za ti Jn Jf t heaa 

s :mtiTLents and emo:.1 )U 3 a bri:ic;e ls cJn:ltructed, e.nJ. the dis-

tanc3 bat h e3n f1n 1 t ~ !ll'Jrtc.l an.:i Infi:'11 t e Creat'Jl"' la apanr.ad. 

Fr ayar ia th~ link unitin6 with God and ~od with ~an . 

The hlat Jr y and 5 rawth of t h e Jew13h rali51 1n e r e r e flect -

e d ~n the mi rror Jf its pr ayer s . The encounte r bet ween nan 

an:i 3-oi i n 1 ts v a ri Jll:J sta¢a3 c ontained in the hist·::>ry of 

l3rael are 3een i n the prayar co~pos l tions . rhe developffiant 

::) f rr.an hixs elf , fr:::>:r. a ere~ t u r e \;ho calls u pon 3od o:it o f need 

only tJ c.. a~lfle 33 'bei'!'lg wh) -;Jroclaiit.S i:.he oiory a nd mac;riificence 

Jf t h: L'.)ri Jut ::>f e.wa a nd a :Lulrati 1n, is a lso seen i n Jewl3h 

pr o.yer . Eu~ the trua a l _:n lfic=nca Jf ;,rayar· 11:;3 in n o t wha -:. 

i t 'a33 ival y re fl~c~a but l n t he CJnc~~ts t ha t it actively 

!Jr .)cla i :n3 . I t li; al3 ) t.h13 ftmctl. ~n ::>f p r c.y a r wh ich ha3 help-

eJ t 1.. cu:.~:? Jud~J. 3 r::; a \-l&:J Jf li f~ . rrdcl.:33lJ b.acau3~ t::a Jew-

isb peopl e hava pr aya:i e.:1.:i ha.V3 b~en a:.:ara )f t he .:::Jnc.a;; ts 

contc lned ir. thalr p r a1er 3 , nave ~tey bean abl e to liva and 

k9e l i v ln - ra3ardl ~3 3 ) f tha ~b3tacl~s t hey have anco;;.nt a rad 

and co~fijanca and als~ a CJnt1n~al a::>urc~ .)f ina plraL 1Jn to 

PrC:.y~r i s founl ln the v a r i:>u.3 lite ratu1'a .) l' t he J ewish 
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peo? le aside froffi the s pecially com)o~~Q 9rayer book9 . The 

BJ.bl a. t he =~isbnah and •ralxud . an::i the w::irka ')f the ::::~Jiev al 

Jawish philosof)hers el tb~r conta i!l prayers ::>r !lla!te ref: rence 

to them , thus 5 i vin€ raco6nit1::>n to the i~port&.nt r ole of 

pr ay3r in Judaism. Aside fr~m ~any reference3 t ') prayer , the 

B1bl3 C')ntaln3 the first :::.nd ~till the m:> at mac,nificanL pr ayer 

boo~ , th~ Bo)k of isalms. The Talmud devJ tes a s acial sec­

ti 1n t:> :.. rr:..yer in its rractate " oer akoth". r.~.any of th~ ph ilo3-

o phera such aa ~aadia J.aon, 3olomon i on .:iab:~rol , Bachya 1bn 

Fa~uja, an~ J3hui~h Halev i were also p::>3ts . Their c~m~ositi)ns 

3h ~uli un1oubte1ly raflact t heir particul ar philoao)hy . It is 

~ha ;ur ~~ 1a ::>f ttiJ ; &~e r to detar~ ina the cJnc3~ts of ! r ayer 

i n ~h3 w~r~:3 :>f tw :i ::>f t n.asa phil::>so) er3 , 3e.adia .:ia::>n c.nd 

.Uachya ibn .r'a..ruda.; to <> Se if they a r e c:>nais t en t in tbeir 

phi loso?hY aa raflgcte1 in ttair prayers; 2.!1 1 t:> c~~p~re their 

c:>ncJ t3 ~~ ~r~yar i n Jrjer t :> sea th 9 di~feranceJ s~d t he 

5imils.ri ties . 
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OnAFTER I 

3h.ADIA I 3 O(>l\\::~..:-'T OF .cnA.t3:n Il\ r:iE LI }n.f" :JF d l .3 1· :!IL.)30 .c.rL. 

It must be reco31iz9d, state:3 ~aa~ia , t hat the cre~ti)n 

:>f all thins s by ~d ;·1as ~.ir~lJ an act of 001.L.--ity anJ. 3race on 
1 

rli s ~art. In analyzing this stats cent , one 3a~s ~h~ t t hera 

~ra ~ 37:!r::..l ·1er7 i mportant conclusl:ma involved ln it . One 

is that :hd do3s ex13t . An~ther is that Jod 13 the Creat::>r. 

And a thi rd conclusi '.>n 1 s tna.t ?n ly ~:>d ' s beneficence and love 

It shall first be ::>ur ta3~ to show 3a aiia 's pr::>0 f a for the a -

bove c0nclu s1::>ns. 

If tha world exiatea from eternity or i f it proceeded to 

develop fro~ some type of 9r i me ma tter which axi3t~d from e -

the world waa cr~e ~3d in ~i~~ ::>r if 1t developed from a ~rime 

Jla t t er which \·1as cr.:mt~d in ti::ne there is ;ir) ) f for the .exla-

lowe t ha t t h::i r~ a1.H t ~ve "..lean s .:>meone ·,·1h::> e r.ea ted 1 t. Thu s 

if 1 t can ba 3h')vm tn:- t the ·, orlj i:3 not et~rnal we sh~ ll have 

r :> ) f f::>r the exl 3t~ncs of .'.7:>.i . And ., .. :: Ja r=.11 us~ auslk ' s de f1-

ni tlon ~f :iod " • • • gn 1ntell1.;ent being a ct1ns w1 th Pllrpose enj 

des l;n, and the CEs...<3e :>f t ha exl::ance of ever1thln0 in cr~a-
2 

ti ".>D. II 

rhe world ts not ~t3rnal 3!.~ce lt 13 finite in maonit..ide 

and ~annot t~er .? f ::> ra : 1 11t ::i in an infin 1. ta po\1e:- . danca th= 
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worl d. came lnto bel n i:i; ln time s i n ce the f:>rce :>r pow~r wi thin 

the WJrli whi ch ~eepa i t 0oing i3 f lnit? and m~~t one day be 

exhe.us t!!d . Th ta a lso shows that thi a power could n:>t have ..;one 

:>n fr :>m eter nlty . 3 

A second prJ:>f l a that ~ineral3 , ~lanta , and animal3 are 

made up of ;>arts and elements . The heavens con31at ?f s :;iherea , 

one within the other. The a :)har33 ar~ st..iddad with stars . LjUt 

com~os iti Jn impli~s a t i me when co~positi :>n t ?:>k ; l aca . Th~a 

the par ts uust ~ave been there firs t and s?~e codJ ~..it th~~ t?-
4 

nence tha ~orld a s we aea i t ls n:>t ~ter~ul . 

3~ajia's thiri pr oof s t a tes t~t s..i os t~nce and accld~nt 1 3 

J.n~:n£i ls pre b:>rn J r s ~roat , 5r:>\. and d3cu J . fhes e mani f~s tatlon 

e..re t he accldenta of t he pl ant or anlmal ' s s..ibstancs . The 

he1:ivenl y oodles hav e v 3rl Jus rrntl Jns , l i 5ht3 , end C')lor s aa 

th~lr acci~enta . u~t the3e accident s a ra n :> t ater~~l sine~ 

tneJ co;ne o.n.i .;,".>. .~~nee the a..ibstanca be&r1!10 the acci.:i .:mt3 , 

w1th"'.>u.t whi ::h the J canno t exist , ara a l a :> tem;:-or s.l li~e th<:::n . 

r-~ence our worlj i a not ata cno l. S 

l'he f our th p roof showa t hs.t nothin.:; which 1.; 3ub ject to 

t \me can be et~rnal . l ast t i me l t~elf cannot oe atarnal . I f 

1 t were, i t -,; 'Jul:i :nean the. t a!l lnf ln1 t e time he.3 elayaed l ::n.n 

ta our dey . out t hia cannot be since a contra11c t i ?n :> f t ~rms 

en1Jes . \bat alr ~ cdy 13 ec ~ompl1 3h~1 cannot be 1nfln1ta. I n-

flnity is p oaalol.;i onl y as P. p0t.ential ity, for 3xample , we may 

3peak of a given len3th as 1nf1~1tely 117i 3i ble. Alth'Jugh one 

rna.y :nentElly cont inue 117 1din0 it f Jr 3ver , lt can nav ~r be aaia 

t hat an infinite o..l!llber ::>f 1iv1s 1:ms has be e :i l!ede. Th'-ls, not 



6 Jnly the world , but even ti ~e itself mu3t tu.ve oe0..m tJ be . 

5 

lip t o thi3 :;>:> int , ·rn!.y .:-art of our probl em has be~n a•:>lv-

eJ . .i~ hEve 3aa.'1 t hat ths worlJ. came into be1n~ ir: t lme. .dut 

t here 9X13ts th? ~03si oility th~t it ~ey hav~ Jav~lu~e~ ~or~ 

out of a pre-existtn~ e terna l matter. 3aad1a ' s r3a3~ning to 

~ov.ntar thi3 ? 033 ib111ty followa a l:>n¢ these llnes . If there 

were some T-Y ,)e of ~te rnal .I:e.tt~r ·:ihi ch exist~d. :-ri ., r to t "!:le 

world , the ori3 in of the world may be e xpl a i ned. in two ways . 

'>.le pos3ib1lity ls tha t t here is n :> t hin6 ~utalde Jf this ist­

t e : and the world which deve l oped froc it. :rhis exp l anatl :m 

is not acceptabl~ because it would mean tha t an unlnt elli 0ent 

d..?ad. t hing !.s t he ca..i3e of i '!ltelligence and life in the \·:orld . 

Another i:os s 1-o111 ty is that en intelli gent bein~ made the 

world out of prime , ete rna l ~atter. ! either is t his . ?33 i ble, 

fJr t he matter , 11Ae the mak~r :>f the world, is et3rnal and 

t h..is is in:le;;enJ.en t of ._i m and theref.Jre i s no t 3..lbject t.o hls 

~ill tJ ala. t itself t o his pJr ; o3e. Tnus ~e ~o~l1 n~t ~~ke 

th~ ·nrl.J. ou r. of it . rr.us the onlt a lter.na tlv9 t nE t i s no·;1 

left 13 tha t the aut hor :>f tha u.ni7era~ 13 an 1ntel l13ant be-

1n5 , who al?ne 13 eternal . ~e a l?n e 13 r3spons1ble for the 

cr~at i ~n 'Jf the ~Jrld , wn1ch he creet3d ex nl~ilo , out o f 

7 nothi!lg . 

~ow a fte r nev1n5 3h:>'11'!l 3a~d1a ' s !' roo fa thet the W'Jrl.:l 13 

not eternal anj hei to co~e 1~to oe in~ i!l t i me a.ni th~t era-

a.ti ?Il wa 3 ex u.!.:.ilo v·: e c.s.n r3 t:J.r.i to o...lr :>ri01nal ~oncluai0ns 

t hat here deri7ei f rom 3aaj i a 1 s f irst 3tate~ent . God does 

i B. :-ie ~. erf.JriD t he act of cree.tl :m . 
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Could there be t~: ".> .:Jods? Ko, s ince a •. mi t e.ry e f f ~ct cal. 

not be the rea1.1l t o f t wo inde ;_:end an t cau.aaa . If :me l s r e s por:. -

s i~le f~r a ll , t he e xia t ence of ~ he o ~har is auperfluo~s 3ince 

t h: ra la U'.)thl ng lef t for 31m. If an effect cons iats of t wo 

~ne and i ts ~£ rts cannot be separ a t : d. Ac cord ~n~ t o Saajia 's 

~hil?s0~hy, ~' :i ' s m:>st es ~entlal et tri ~utes are Li fe, 0Ltnipo­

tence, and O:nn is,t'cl~nce . r ou.s it W'.)Ul d oe 1ncon.s1s t •.mt with 

t he chPr acter of ::leity if one g'.) j wis hed to cr9a ted ao~et~ln5 

and ~' ...i l.i n0 t w1 th:>ut tha hel -.~ of t he -:>the r 0 :>d 3lnc e he wo..il<i 

n )t be 1m.~ lpot=nt . If on e ~are able t :> c Jnceal s:>ma ~h ln5 fro~ 

t he J t her, nei t her would be OQn1sc1en t. 5 rne refJ r~ , tha exia-

exi 3ta . 

a.11 t hln _s . 3aa1i a. 6 1 Tl 9 3 thr~e a.nswars . f he f irs t ·.to1.1Li oe 

t o say tha t. .h:i c :raateJ. t hem ·t1 1~hout m:>tlve. but this c J ul:i 

no t oe the anaw ~r since the vary j efln l tl:m .:>f .:Zod r.:a ana that 

:-ie 1 3 purr o3e f ..11 i n h l-:i vnr ks and t h.a t .• e j oes no t act wai1t-

~nlJ . It l s t he 3~C )n~ cod t~lrd answers W Gi~h ar~ ac ~~~table • 

.h1 ~nt=n i~d to manl f e a t and rev ~al Hla wisdom . ns i ntended 

to oen e f it rlis c r ~a t ~res by t he ~3e of sll thase t h ins s ao t ha t 

t ney :n l 5tt o b'3J :il!Il . ':1 It rr.i0ht b~ W3ll &t this point to elab:i-

r e t a a0rr.ewha t 1.1:;:.on t.he ~anna r in wh i c h G.:id r evea ls iils wisd0m 

ti:> ~an . rais i s j :>ne t r.r:>..i..::i 1 the 1: .hl~n ce of co:n:ric:;.nd..:.ar. ts and 

~rohib1t1Jns . They a r a divided int:> t wo clas aas , t he r a ti)nal 



and the r : vaa led. The r~ti ':>na l are t ho3 e, t he ay~roval 1r uis -

appr oval of wh ich ~ra im~ la~t ed in ou r I lnd3 and ~he concl u3ion 

of whi ch ·.v e , r r lve a t thr:hl ._.h lo;:;l ' • r he r e vea l ad C'Ji.1mE.nd..L:m ts 

anJ. p r o hi bi t1 :m 3 c :ms 13 t of tni n0 s nei ther th~ a.I)pr '.)v ~ 1 :>r ..1 L3-

a y ·r oval of 'tih i ch 13 5.e :reaJ oy r~e.a?n on &~count of t he ir own 

cha r s ctar , b.1t 3-od imposed t hew u .;.;on us i :1 Jrjer t h3rd by to 111-

creaae our reward a nd ha;Jp l n e33 . lO .rrayer ft.lla .J.!l:ier oo t h 

cat~~orl e3 . Re a.s :m .ieJ1&nd3 t hF t we t he n k Jod for :iie .u: lnJ.nesi:i 

towe rds ~3 , but r ~as:>~ does no t d efine how this 5 r a tltude i s 

t o be e xpr e3 .9ed ) r e t \'.ha t tiir.e o r in •n ha t f:> r .n it i .3 to be 

3l1'Jw!'l . ri.~nce , t here ·,·a.:3 !lead f:>r i iv .:..ne ;i:assent.:iers ·l'ltJ d.efin--

3e t t l mas :uid ~ave it a ~arti~ular f :>rili~latlon and p r escribe d 

2 3~eciflc C03tur ~ End jirectiJn (f acin g towa r ds t he rem~le in 

- l ) 11 J erusa em • 

.. e have !l'.lanti :m ed tha t r - e.s:m .iem.mds t ha t man t hank Jod 

who ever 30 e 3 S")i!e.:.hln ._ c :lOd be C.::>mpenaated either by m~ens Of 

a fav~r ahJ~n ~~m , if ha la i~ n~ cd Jf it , 'J r b; ~e£n3 of 

t~~n~q i f ha l oe a not re~~ire a rew~rd. J i nca t his i d on e of 

t he ~en~ral i eianJa ':>~ r~&aon - and 3aadi a e qua Las Jiv ine Wis-

lom an:i r~a 30~ - 1 t · .. :o.rld n o t h[•Ve oe~n see.Lly for t he .::re a tor 

t o neglect. 1. t i 11 r.i 3 
12 

:> v.-n caae . Now G~d is not in ne 3J ~ f 

cal.. .u ... t .:Jod is i nc ) !'porea.l for in t'!'la ;Jroo f of nis ex is t enc~t 

were .r.::>d. n1ms 3lf cor;;er;:!l t hG ~.;. ~ 3 t i Jn :.: :> .... ld r;.:;:a in what was 
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Eeing inc?r porepl , d?j lg not s~bject to bodi l y accidants such 

a.3 ne .;d for oodil y accidents inv0lve be>1y . l3 3ince we see that 

1od. n.:eds no compen aati :m ;) r r eward , it is logical to expect 

that t hanks b·; giv~n to Him. 3i nce man 13 a r ational crea ture 

because God has en:iov:e1. him wit.h wisd?rc which d istinguishes him 

a bove the rest of c r ea tion we Ulay a J sJ.me that. he reco0nizes the 

105ic in c;:lvin5 t hanka to .Jod. Bt..t t e >1en ao it wa3 stlll neces-

sary for God to c0m:nand :Iis Crea ture s to serve 31m and thank 

Hirn for hav lng created the:n. For 30d f o llows Div lne ,, isdo:n. 

~ivine ·.: i s :i-:>m i s e '.!uated with rea.s ·:m . 2eason de:::~ nds that ha 

t hat 13 wi3e does n0t allow t ims s lf to be treated with c?n­

te-:.:;)t Jc not to be lnsu.ltad. 
14 .-.a:. , bj not t ha nkinc:: .°Z"J:i f0r 

~i3 g~oJ~~s3 towards ~im , wJ~ld be acting in ar. 1~sultln0 ? r 

dia~racef~l ~a nner tows rds n i 3 CraatJr. It wa s t heref?re 

nece3sar y for J-:>d to fJrbid His 3ervents to conduct thei selvea 

in 3uch a wa; t ::n:a rd.s :lim. rh nce , a corurr.;;nd:r.ent to praise Him 

was ~aaJe 1 b~ i Jd to ~an. Thia ia ~he santence in Deut . 10 : 3 

' 
.. · i"'h e · " t.:e i ~ t hy )r~i"' "' 11 .c - r a.i3 , Jl ::> • ~ .,_ . 3aa.jia interpr e ts t his varse 

e,.3 the .i.;.ty ) f -pr ayer. 15 
i1i,i1 • tnan!rs~ivin3, f::>r ·t: hat. :1£ S 

16 
0ccurred in the i.e3 t is :me of th:? f..mctions of ;.rayer. To 

su.rr: it ...t? , 1 J 01c dems.nded that God co:r.:r.and man te) t ·~an:it :i1 10 , 

and bei::i :., a r e.ti Jnal creatu r e .r,a.n recoc;nizes this nece3ai ty 

enJ. t hanks }')d thr:)Ue:,h :; re..yar. 

It follo,,..·.s t r.en th2. t in h i s 01vin0 thanks t::> G-?d .'.!:an re-

co91izea Hi a ox~ipotence. ~n his 3i1d...ir , 3ea.iia 39eaks o f 

i1Klli1as t ni s r'3C'J6Xliti ·"Jl1 '1f .Z?d ' s abilit.;,' , a.nd classi fies it 

17 as :m~ ') f the f.mctions of pr ayer . In keepin.:,S with Jaadla ' s 

?hilos0~hy , w3 ~ust a t t hi s 90 in~ sta te that l o6 i c tell3 Ja 



that in ceco.snizing ,:i-j.:i ' s omni .,.oten ce, W•'"' ;_u..;t c:.130 recj;:,nize 

t a lls ua that only be t ta t ?os3es3es t he ~ower c an create , and 

thst :mly :me tha t i a alive haa the 1J OW3r , £..nd tha t wha t ever 

is c rea.te;i s..nj well :nade c an eu.ana ~e only frow one who .mew , 

b~f:>re ha _ade i t , how the th:n6 to oe c reat aJ waJ to oJme in-

18 
t o bei:13. In whe t manner J.o~s can ..na.ke ev1a .m t his r :3 c"J_;ni-

t1 •:m "Jf .;od? :.:atnl y t hr"Jti.0 h hl3 3..ib~13slv~ness and hllm111 ty 

befn•e ~o:i . (T~i3 1s i ndicativa of the .i..) oj in \: n1ch ;:ua.n 3'.:10..il .: 

;-r r J . ) 3ubt:.13 3i )n )f !lien t o J-?d ' s wi l l 13 both a reve c- led and 

o:r!i 19 '.) t ?n t , n~n l sc1er;t, s r ac i )U':3 , just , and l .'.)g ics.l . ~hu. s he 

ars therefore wi l l c)ntain ~ u~h ~njarstandin5. 

')f a r~v ~o l~d con.a.and 3nt daal ln0 wl t.h ILa.n ' s 3ub.=i s3l :m t o J-)d 1 .s 

·'1.11 ls ) •l e t e a t l~ t; 13 i n .J.i r &ctly wi th p r l..yer . .Z:>d c ?!!..!Landed 

. a n to C)D .J trJct 2 raberna ~ld . ~:it that G:>d c!eeds a tent and 

t h9 :>~.·d r~ n --: :>f l n ::ense LJ1d f r a 0 r a.1t o lors a nd 0 lfts of grain 

a..d ·,n !le end ::> il ~nd f' r .ti r a an.J. :> t.be r s..ich thln5s . FJr we 

already ~.&Eve been 3CY.m t.hro u.0 h r~as ~n that .; :>d , be1ne lncor-

-.:>re a l - , l~ 
c ~~n:> t hev 3 as : l.:}'lei t.o riim toe accident Jf nea.J. . 

..J..tt Joj 1
3 svla a.im in ~ ::; 2..iin.:. sn injunction to t.hia effect was 

t '.1::. t P.i s 3er-vant. s indt c a te t h:lr ::3 1 .. L):ti l3sivencs 3 t:> --Ii!!! cy pr e-

tb 3J .'.J03J 3a:; i a tL ee t and ,\ 1n3 a.."1..1 n:u31~ c.nd. incen3e ani .:;re.in 

and '.)1 1 a~d e ll t hc t a r e ~ l ;asan t . Of t~13 , ho~~ver, th~y were 
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to bring only a little bit. in accordance with their_ capacit7. 

He. on the other band, would recompen3e them amply in accord­

ance with His ability. He would a1so deliver them from m1a­

fortunea, as no one ~utside of li1m could protect them, because 

ot their obedience. 20 Another example ot a revea1ed oolJl!Jland­

ment dealing with prr..y9r. is given by SaacUa. Tbe Jews were 

bidden to honor the dwelling place ot the "Shek1nah" by meana 

ot their substance, namely with silv9f" and gold and precious 

stones and other things ot value. In return, God was to re­

compen3e them by causing divine revelation to manifest itself 

f rom that place. Likewise it V-8 t.o become a place tor aoce:pt­

ing the prayer of the na tion 1n any mishap that mi ght befal.l 

it. Saadia deduces this from Sor1ptLU"e when, at the time ot 
.S.I•"'•" the building of the Tample,Aenumarated the various instances 

in which pr ayers were to be otter ed i n 1t. Thereupon God aaid 

t o him: •1 have heard thy prayer and aupnlica.tion that thou 

hast made betore *•" {I ltlnsa 9:3)
21 

Thus if man prays he obays God's commandment and 1a re-

warded. If not, he is punisbeL Man, therefore, has a two­

f old purPose 1n worshi pping God. One is that r eason prompt.a 

him to do so. Ttle other is for the sake of reward. The lat-

ter is in keeptng with t he attribute of t he goodness ot Jod, 

Who wi shes to recompense His creatLU"ea tor obeying riia command­

mants. It is to ma.n's advantage that God gave hiw commandments 

and prohibitions to obey for in keeping t hem he must expend 

energy and ef fort, and reason tells us that a pers~ who achie­

ves some good by means ot the ettorts be expends tor its at­

t a i nment obta i ns double the advantage gained by him who achieves 
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tb13 ~:>od \·:ithout ~ effort but :ter e ly a 3 a r cs..ilt ).: ... ~e .::ind.-

D93S h hi ~ d 22 :> .own , ~ oy .:TO • 

A thl rj br anc h of ~ray er delcribed by 3ead1e ln his 31jd~r 

i ltlii].:l. 23 rhia ty pe of _r ~J _, l 3als wha t is to 

o:cur in the f...it ura . 1b13 tJ J · ad i a ra~r - · --~l t ha ~oat ex-

ten 3iv·e type :>f pr aJ? :: since it l s ')nly a r~v eeled co:lilllandment, 

b...it also a ra.ti 'Jnal C'JJJI!and.r. ant. w11ich i3 Jarivej f ro:r the iu..tl-

ti tu::Uno...i3 de·r.e.nds and needa •J!' the :::an to know wnat 13 t.o t ake 

24 
pla c ~ ln the f ..itur; . Thus, the three ~e1n br3nchea of pr ay -

no-.... do we !mm that if rn.::.n prays and t hus o ... eys 3oJ ' s cotr. -

·:.FnJ.ment h e · .. 111 b~ rewa rded? This follo\o\., fro?t: t ha attrl bu.te 

J f '3-;:>d '.> j;.utn:J .; . ::. ;.. .:111 lot b e r ewc:r ..:ec:. lr: tr.is \\ ; rla CJ.t 

·,1111 Goa rec:ir.. :. ensed in t::e .. Jrld to come . 2 5 

.:JEa · 1? J i :: t s Jilt tt.r:.t Daniel delivered r.iW:3 .? lf l.lP to ttJ lio:. : 

Jn accol.lnt :> !' .. :1e pr ayer th :- t he utte red to hl5 .-.::.star. .:>-...ire -

ly if it !lcj ...ican h b CJnvic-:.ion the t. ... h:;;.ce v.·aa no r aw.::.ri ax-

ce .·t t b : t -,· t: i~h 1 3 ootc:.~n ... ..:. ir: _·_t ... • .. o r l d. , what woul d t:.ere 

for:. e rJ. to a fter beinc:; devoured tfve ~eer. le~t :~r 
26 

by the lbns? r hls pro?f s eems r ather ~e&k 1n the 11~ht of 

Ja~d ia ' s prev i ?us reas?nin~ in r~3ard to the phllo3os ~hical 

:;:-r obl : 1s 1rn1~h c:mfrnnted h i m. r~rhe.t-a Daniel ' s grei:. t f a ith 

in 3-o:i 'b.ad n:>thin._: to C.o uith expectin6 e. rew c.rd. 

5aadie , i n speakin& of tba •1iorld to C?!IJe , states t he t men 

will .:; till be chs.rg:d with the obli.:,ation o f r enderi n c; aervlce 

to .:7od. 27 FJr 3oun:i reason 'v.'Ollld not allow itself to oe com-

;il~tely divested of corrum::.nd:Jen t a.nd prohibition . If anytl:inc; 

like thet 1n~re feaaible in the world t.o come~ it .ould 
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ll~ev;iaa hz.v e to b.:: a o in ttls \':orld . Er~ ') , tr.an 1111 oe ob -

l lc;ed to c arry out such :iu tie s i n the 1."orl.i to corLe c.s a c i:nov. -

l :dc_!.n..; the 3overeic;ntJ Qf God , not to l'tc ~e inaultlng r ci:"1crl-:s 

. 28 
sb0ut Him o r c.scrl C3 to r.ia: i.mWorthy e.t :rl D.ltes . I n adj 1 ti:m 

to the se, c0ntinues 3aad i a , 3crip tUr 6 s r e c.ks of ~nQther t ype 

of se rvice pr ascribed by r~velation , 3 ~ ch a3 the e 3tGbll 3h.:nent 

i n the ir l~n.i of c.. s pecific i.il :;.c e wter e t hey \ ! 111 be r eq_uired 

t o trr vel at ev e r y appointad 3S&aon ; t hi3 will t c.ke t te pl~ce 

t he t t h.a :;;abbe t h £°!'Jd the n d\·: m:>:m have v: ith ua a t ;>reaer.t end. 

en2.ble tne.. to 3er-ve .:iod in •.-. he: tever manner .. e :J1[).J ~re3 c r i be 

f:>r ~ r.3::!i ;;:> t hc.t they rr.a.y not r e1Lc. in l·: i th::mt the r· . .ee.ns of , ·or-

,,a can c :n:::: l ude f ro:n :.b~ above thG t r~v ~ ~ led 

c:rn:1tc:;nd~£:nts jee l \. l t.h ri tua l l aw. 

::>n tt? ot.he r h!:nd , t hey . no t r e c.e in..:,.. pu.nl::ined in t.te har a -

e. fte r will not be ;:,i v en r.ne Oyport .. .:ni t.J for div inc:: serv lee be-

cc: u.3e of ~;,.; Ft..n1sbm3nt to ·. 1 cl: t i:laj .111 be aub~ac tc3d , and 

beef ..23e such 3::: rv l;.;o :ti _ht brin.! ::: oour, a tra.:;s fer fr::>.r. t.hel r 

ie~th to ret..irn fr:>J t l.e i r v 1 c".!ed we.j , 1 t woulJ not be .:.n ireep-

i n - .. -1th }i-:i ' 3 justice f or He :or omi s e.i t~ r eward t.he r:. c;.,h t e:>us 

:anJ.. ).mi :>b t !:e dl 3oosd i en t . I f 1;e lij not p ... m1 3h tha 113:>bad 1 -

an t ·.·1h;: t _u Ji11t . :>1..11....l :.. !": ::i r-:: .:ia :.n tl:~ ri ..:;ht~:>u.5 ~=in::> obedient ·?
30 

fhu3 w = learn t :::. t .r.:: :'1 •,: 111 nev:? :~o op;iort...i.n:. ty ln the w-:>rld 

thera . .•.an :r.u.; t ~')nt.lnue t o prey t:> 3-:1.1 in ::>rJer· c:> fulfil l 
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.ihs t l13tln:;:i,.t1'3hes uan fr?rr, t h3 ra::t .. n · cr:.6.ti)n 1 3 t he 

•:1.:.J:> 1 .~ 1 th wh ich '.Z<>d ha3 e!'ldOW3d h i m. 
3 1 

',1iajJ:: i s s.n a3s~nce 
:> f t h.? 'Dul. 32 rhrou~h wls jom or rc.ti~nal s1n cLll 1-J tl ::m the .:;o..il 

t!'le r ... :> r e ir. C0!1l ~a to lov:: iilfil. I t : lov~ will ;>r ::na?t t he 11..;>s 

to utter wha t it f eals . I'-le 1.nteran c e3 \1 111 b43 of a lo t:lca l 

n: t..J.r3 . r~e Jl:?n with a soul t ha t l ·::w.:a ~J. -..-111 laud a..Yld 9 r s.i3a 

:!1!:1 ju 3t l J L- ml u :pri.:,htly , not by a t -. rib1..1tin,s t o ... i !ll exa. ..:>.:,era-

t ion3 anj a.b3..l r ·L t1cs . F ::> r lns t e nce , ha •. ill not. ) rei3 e :T::>d 

f') r b:t-:i.::; e.ble t ·J CP.ll :l~ f1•1a t::> oe mor; t iun t3n \i i :.ho...tt .s.dd-

in:-_, anr:.::in_ t:> th"3 f :>r:n~ r , nor f':> r ':Je~n .... &.b l ; t::> ;Jut t l:e 

ba~~ t C. e J ?J _pn~ bJ in :. :.s >rl5 inal c?nd1r.1on . i':>r t..1d3e 

t . . 11 . :i 33 :, .1.-:i _s &r : a c.os11r· • .rt.:;.t t.a r ha · .. ill ;)r e.ise .:im f ::> r :ii a 

:·. ::>r iDVcr , he ,:111 .:1a clc..r 3 ti·.e:. t '.:::>d 1-; e: ola to i o ~very t h ing , 

•:ri ll ~ffir_. t=-:e: t J J1 i. ; t!1~ :>r1~: nl.l .:raat)r of av ~rJ: r.i!lc, , 

end ~h at ne d~ s3 no~ proj~ca ~~~ht Lh~ t 13 v~ in ~r wasteful. 34 

he will c:.130 a &.J -:> f nim t ha t. :ie ~ommit3 !1 ') inju::Jtlo a or v 1.o-

l e n c e . I n adjiti)n , he -.;ill ~:~clc: ra the.t ..'ioJ · eal3 01..1.t .mto 

!'113 3e rv~ .: t 3 :mlj' ·.:hc:. t i3 ....,:>o l for t ha.i: . J.!or \\'ill ha 1mpute 

t ha t ~oj 1 3 subjdct t~ change :>r a l t3r a tlon . ~till more will 

he a3 3~rt t ht! t .:1-0<1 ' 3 Irins .io:n · .. 1111 not c eas e :>r :liaa~:>pear, ~nd 
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~e will a.l 'lo e.fflr!l! t ne.t 3-od 1 
3 c :)!.1ma.'1d j 3 a l wai .3 obe~· aJ. Cilld 

i r rev-3r3ib l :3 . :.or3over , ne will declare t ;1at it i3 ob l1.;at J rJ 

to _ ... r e. i:3e n1s c OOd e.n::i exe.lted (iuali t1as . iet :19 !OU .3 t bs2r 

in mind the f a ct thFt fo r a ll the l a udat :> ry de3crtptiona 5iv~n 

::>f ::i m a nJ. a ll t h.a _ ... r s. l3as .::>e3tJWE'd. u pon -•im, ."le 13 el3V c;. t -~d 

a!1d exalt3d and f~r r e ... ::>ved fr:>i a ll t nat . ;s Thus W.3 see t h= t 

f".) r 3aa jia r ra:,·e r i s a.rrl-.red a t t hrou.~)1 .a->h1loa-:>:--(11ce.l c onte::l-

p l a tiJn ·::>f J-::>:1 E.nd t~= Lln i·.ra r se , ~.nd iri 1r &Jer Jne :i..1.13t carry 

t hr :nl ,3h 1,· 1 th a rati .:>n:::.l and lo~ical ap_...r o&.c~ . cut ln ::>rdar to 

co:npl e t e h i.s s..3 rvi c e t ·::> U.::>d in r C36a rq:3 t:> wors i119 , man lflu .a t 

~& rry ::>...i. t th3 r avac l a d cJ~mendxents whiah j 3e.l wit h ritu 2l law 

3 ... c h ::.3 t::i e .J<J3erv an~e of the 3~b.Jc. t :. ~ :i.i hnlU.a ; J, t he wear-

1ng of &he frin~es , etc . 

3af'_J 1a ' s :Jhiloso;ihy tells us tha t }oJ does a.n.Jwer pr E..yer . 

?irat of a.11 i·:e '.::Jo-.. tn~.t .:i:>J 1, clo :;e t:> and l ntara.Jt a l in 

:::an . Oth .J rWiae :-ie ". :>uld not br.va :;;3 .J.e hi!! t h-: :. ntanJ.cd. ,!;-:>e l 

f t
. 36 

) ~ - ~ c l. )n . 

~ lsd-:>m rea3J~ . Ee i ') ~ 3 nJt jeal i n a bsJ rditi !s . r~arafo ra , 

co'Y\tao' 
t he ri r c. J a r t .1e. t ;.an \-. i 3haJ &:> be :;.nswarad mua~ not" :3...tch ab-

.::.~ . ·~ i tiea ') r be .. mreaa .m~ bla i :1 na t..ire . '.)nly lJ.-Jd !11m3el f can 

. .n-:>w K~1atner th.a 9 r ayer i3 fi:. to be a.11swarad since rle i s om-

\d: l l3 r:i2 :1 cEnnot possl ol ; AnO• . r. ..;nce , if Jna a 3ks :loes God 

e.ns \~er pr ayer the a!'l3Wer ·11ou l .i de r end ..i.:::m th e r~;:.JJnable ::>r 

~nreas:>nhbla nr ~ure of the pr~ ;er . In re0~ra to this , ~:>:1 a -

ar:swer p r e.;er b~ ca • .Be t:-.e ~a1:1 to .:'hi:!h t.l:~ s.arv1:.nt ')f ..:o l is 
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be ing subjec t ed J3rv;~ ~a a f.Jrm of trtal . .. nevi the serva."lt 

~ 5.:3 r.i3 .·.a.s t ar t-:> inf J !'I: h i u.. ' ·hJ .::e haa br') ... _ht t hi3 t.r-lal 

..i. ~ ·m h i :n , i t 13 e. r .. 11 ? wi th :il !ll , says 3a adia , not t.o l :iform 

:.i!Ii . 37 Other·,;1 :.e , he wou.l.i not oa 1 .. r~der0.:>in .,3 a tria l in t he 

f..i.!l~st aen~9 of the worj were he to u~ lnfJ c~e~ . 

3aa.1 i a enu..ner~-. a3 .;even C')ndi ti -:>na ·.-;ner 3.i.n ;:r 1.- ;er ::.e.j 

~ot be a ccepted . 33 ~ne of t ha 3e ls ths t t he ~rater ~~3 Jf er-

r eference to a certa~n ~&tter . ~ a nave Elre a lJ saen t~ t 3od 

:5, a II o~· .3c.ad.i a . 11 .. II • 4- i i 
rena~&~e , wnen ~~r~ -c -

~t l.:i.: l:l r s.; er ~ nd 3 ... ).: 11: a t1Jn ·Iii t hou t nav 1!'.l ...., f ir_ c JU-

v 1ct1 -:rn ,r certain t~ in r~ i s tea.rt , ls n :>thin6 .... ora t.r1E.n da-

:-li::r.. ·.·ith thelr :n:iu t. i1 2n.J l i ed ... nt') rlim ~, 1th t ne ir t::m ~-..le . 11 

It ls no t iiffi cul t to 3aa ~by the 

11ot l o .,:;.ica l beca..i.ae t he he;;.rt an..;, the .ninJ. <:>re no t in d. cc.:>rd 

1he thi ri c1niitiQn is tt~ t th~ : nJiv idual w~o u.ttera 
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t r.e command:r,e:lt s and ~r-:>hibi ti '.ma beca1 .. ne fie daenzd that they 

were oe3t f:> r ~.e n ' 3 ha~pin3s ~ . .)n.a ·.-:!'lo r: j.;~td the LE.W <: lao 

r9 j'3 ~ ta the ijee. t.he t J.o .i .:no· .. 3 beJt . ...'hu3 h~ r~ jactd an 1.x.-

:Ortf n~ at~ributa J f Jod , the ~ttrioute :>f J~i3clenc~ aince 

it is r. ~1rJU.,5h 1ll:1 is:::i~ n::e thE..t God .ieci.ie s wt>..et is bast f::>r 

!Ilan. 3;.i Dj derf1n.::;. .:i?d ' s ?mnisclence , one denies t hat .:ie i s 
r 

living E..nd la ~~ni~ot~nt . 40 Thus he j.an l e3 ..ioJ. ~ tis n:>t 

hlra ~h::> ~ra;a , to the req~d 3ts of the n · edy . ~ t 13 not r 3a -

ai:iin,:£ h:.s fa llov . .:...~n. and iJes n:>t ...c'? :30 . Freyer , t tan , !"lot 

only lnv:>lv e J t he inal•i~ual ~ ith J :> J , but injirectly inv~lves 

th 3 inlivii ual hith hi 3 na i~hbor . 

? he fifth condi~lJn ~hzretn pra1er m&J not be acce; tei ls 

all:>~ine ina ' s ~ e:r t~e ~3! ?f f ::>rbiJdzn ~ealth. A;a: n, t t la 

:n-1 • lv-ds .. ~n ' a relc:. tiJ?H :1 1 ') to his fell ::n r.J...a...'11 . ;;n e cannot ex-

h13 ; roperty, as a 1 eans J f lncreaain5 hia P- rs:>nal pos~es>i:>ns 

ani . e. t e r 13l wealth a."'1.:i " hen expect :7oJ t~ an3wer h1 iI1 i. hen h'e 

fin.l; h j_ :D3alf in a s :.:ai lc.r pos iti::m 'Jf J i s t res J . I t 13 .mrea-

The 3ixth i3 ~r&.Jln6 i:l E.. ..::. s.t a -::if i mpurity . It ls not 

logic;. l f::>r .})i to aaswar t.he ; ra7er ::>f ona · . ..-!1..J i3 in c. 3tate 

·Jf sin. Tafl ta.r.)unt t .., J ::>in0 so w ? ..... . d be the a_.pr::>v s. l 0f .ioj 

f ?r s...tch acts . 
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r he seventh anj la.a t conditl::m is ~r.s.11n6 v.- it.hout ha.vlng 

r~;ented . F~r J~adi2 , t he tar~s Jf r apentence e re f'.)Qr in n~m-

bar : 

ne<>s ; 

t ha renuncia ti)n ) f 3ln; reffiJrse ; the quest ~ f f J r 51ve -

41 and the '.)bli ~ati)n n~t t o rela ~se int0 gln . Thu3 it 

i3 ne~e33ary fo~ '.)Ile t~ cec0gilza that he he s aln~~d a na feel 

remorsef~l bef~re he pet1t1JD3 ~Jd fJr for~lvane s s . r h i 3 l s 

s a y lne n~thlnc :tor~ than th~ t he ls 9 :.ncera ~n ~-.1 s intant ion 

~e aavs alreaaJ 3 _sa tha t ;r~ yer 1a not 

: r ·'.)hibitl'.)ns ~ ·:mc9rnin0 ::: rs.:,· ar . •· . .s.n hf 3 the choice n ' lncrea-

c~~3 e th~ a c t ? It is tru~ th~ t ~Fn neve r &cts contr&ry tJ 

tte act . It is i~n ' s 0wn frea will whi~h detar Ltnes t h i3 act . 

rr~e ba3t tim.3 to 'J ~fer : r r..;er is e r rly ln t.b '# rrnrn1ng a t 

~~nri3 e . 44 rh1s 1 ~ ~e c a ~3e t t 13 ciruc of d~j 13 . 03t. ~re clous 

to :c; n . I t be '.·.x)ves e.rJ t .) 'J~ter to .zoi t hat \\hich 13 :nost 
4c:; 

; r a c iJU3 ~~ iil~ . ~ 

3a a d ia de~ls wit a an i~port~nt pr~ctlc~l s nj pers onal pr ob-

l em when be iiac~ssea ~h 3 1~ µortf nca Jf ~rayer in rel atlon to 

t he axcl~ ;lon o f 11v in6 £ normal life. ~&ny peop l e ~aintain 

t i·.a t man ' 3 n i _,has t en J.. a c:.vor i n r.:11s ·. ·orl j ou_;ht to be to ded i -

c a te himse lf to tha aarvlce -::>:' 3oj . 



") rda r t'J :-·r e.; , 1n the t- llef t ne t bd wi ll .:.- r:Jvi-:a for h13 naed.s 

~nd sustans~ce . 3a~j1s.. agraas t h~ ~ 3~ch sarv1c~ )r~viies gre&t 

even aay s t r.rt e ll e pithets 

t t a t llii6ht be ascribed to it cannot pre13e it 3~fficiently . 

jtill , an objec tl :rn .i:'.ll3 t be r a l3ed a.::~inat t.hl:~ view be cause 

of tn~ re~ark ~f its pro;onants tn~t Jna shiulj ~ot an~~~e in 

ar.y other ecti·11t1 but jevote himself excl.1aively to :. his one . 

If & per3on W3 r e ~ot ~o concern timael f wi~h fJ:Ji , b ia bodJ 

co ... l j not exist . If r.:a d id nor. procrae.te , tr_are wo.il6. be no 

c ~)u!'s~ , Jivin ..: ·.:or.:;i~ ip .,. .. o ..... l j t'.J...,.et~e r ·.:1th :.t'leJ . • 
,, . .. ne 

J .... :cy .Jf servine J.1J. i s S..l?P03aJ t".> oa c a rrieJ. Jut oy ;n. rants , 

tceir ~hildran , &nd ~heir chlll ran's chilJr ~n . 46 rr.~a , 0nce 

a,;:;F~n \, ? ~ee th" t w:n •s r.ip 0f' J-:>cl la to be carried. o.i t in c 

31.i , catiJn ; r;c::uel y , th~ t r: s. ;ie~iEl .r:eaos &nd '.La:ma r hE . .a uaen 

""' r : C.)rrec t i n :.r.air a33...t:t. ~)t,l "')n the t r~ll:.nc ~ ".>n -.i-:>d 13 t:> ba 

~~ire t h9 r aw&rd J~ th~ her~aftar withJ...t ~ wora ~ lppin~ nim . 

Iheref ")re , ju3t &s t~is 1s in~Jn~eivable oecause w~rsh1 ! hes 

bean eatablis bad by ;~d ! 3 a _ef as f ")r the att& ~~~ en~ J! the 

attain~en~ Jf ~~a ~ereafter , 3 '.J too , it 1 s i~ ossible t~ d ia -

!'a~1 s 9 with t he e_ f ?rt t'J 3arn a liv lil: ood and ~E.rrlac:;e and 



othar ::>ccupati ::ms that have bean ctd31 :..:..ned uy .3od. as •'!J eana con­

j u.c17e to th.:; welfa re of mankind . 47 

On the other oa.nd , 3aad1a :; ta tes the f ·)llo1t:in0 v-; i th r~-

e;ard tJ thosa ~~o clcim tb&t the nacaaJitles )f livli h~od in-

ter!'ere wi th prayin~. 'l'he needy, who ; r e C)m ::- e ll _d t hrouc,ht 

circ...uns t~nce to de:'· .ilt 1'!1 t.1ei r ;ireyers and divine ssrvi~~, 

are sxcu3ej 0nly to ~he extent of the re~~ire~ents of their 

livlihood. F'or s.oJt h -.n .,:; tha t exceeda t hese limits , howaver , 
43 

th~J er= he l a a~cJu.n:2Dle. 
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ic crrried t i:r0u._h t.ha idaa 3 )f h13 :; .. 110;0_ hJ i n t he co.L.lJ'.:>3 i-

"" f ~a:= j'.!> ' s .... ri i·..., 1 r · ,,. f ' · ''I·h,,._ i P ""' J - - -- J o J f - r y -rs aa :tun~ ~n ~ Jrn TI6 ray~r 

Jf rtab 3t:..c: j i a 3-a)':i 11 c :>P. t s in =. d ln h13 3i dd...tr . 1 Tha trs.nslati :m 

.hd 1 s rra n3cEmje:1ce and I nc')mpa.rab111 ty 

.. ,,..,. 1 t .... ~ .. •l~O~ ~ ::>ne ~I' ~:> ~, vne J~O 13 transcendant oa1onJ a ll 

t ~ln;3. Th:> u a rt f a r re~oved fro~ all ble . ain~s ana ev an 

ii ; t e.nt bey~nj r- 11 p r aiae s and w-::>re :it!Sh t hon a l l l a.ude t i-::>ns 

. 2 r ~ l un tJ h3c nJ r ca~ EDJ ll Kan1a3 be e~-s taj wi~h he a . In 

~ 11 t h' t i s f~ ~~~ tn~ra ls n::>n3 l ike ..mt -::> r te e , and Do3l:J.es 

r~ee thaca i3 ~ :> JJd . 2 

rhe S::terna l i t •/ and .. m i ;i...Lane .3 S -::lf u Jd 

: t e . r~::iu art e t e r nal , :- nd t t z .re i : n ::> ::>tbc:; r wlth l'ha-e . A 

hsbi t.a t 1 Jn 13 t.ta .: J d J f :>l:l , c._:-:.d n:> •)ne .:; ls.:: sts.nda t h 'hith 

fhaa . 11 3 

" Th:> u. a rt e. l l v inc ..i-::>d and :-_a3 t no n ... &ber :if :J.~ys . l'hou 

a rt omn i s ci av: t , an.1. th.3 .. 1. Ja , .!' D ..io~3 DJ t r' -4llJ cJ.L.;r:H~n.:i ; ·.a:. . 



Fr~w Lhy rr,outh hs.s ~o:ne f0r t h the u:c'lOWlej.:. . :;.nd u.ndars t[ ~.Jine. 

~ t ' ~ ~ 1-> . t r t II 4 
rn~ n~ eac ~ar u ~ i na r~c t ,3e . 

'
1
nic:,e3 an.i h:mor cowe fr·o:r.. l'hc.: , t:.n..i. •. . n . as a. ~ift l id.st 

rh".>:l t ake t herr. . ·rhou r...:.l :;st Yver Pll , and rr-.. y :rini:,d.".>m from an-

".>thar Thou ~i-3 t n : ~~celve . 

hand , and f hy ;:,a. je3ty shall n~v er· :H rniniah. 

fru.; tc10 te? 

/)j ' .:> I _ .nanar.c o: 

,.. 
~ '. s ir ; ;; ;,J r. .J ; t ;;; 1 .il F l't I':: "'.J 1.1 ni_h ..... n to t c.a:r. . 1

•
0 



.:l;a . .: 1u.r ,; 1u l f.1.'J:L a ll ~ n,,_, ..... i.3 11 , fJ_ i. e _ !1'.)i\ . ..: '.Du c :.:,.1 3t .i'J ~ 11 

"'!:5. t.h!. t ~n aavic-:: 13 t :)'.) h.; r-j .f1r : r . .:: a . 11 7 

" ri:... •• Ju "' rt t·n~ Loi ·., i-10.- h"' 3-"t t ·n - ' r"' · " · ·n1n- 0 1 .. " • - - ~ • • • .... ~ ' .: ~ ..... • .., J ., ;; J 

.... 
- II \:I V 1; l.l c) s . 

f'J 1d f~'J . tha i:,ro.;.n:l ; i.r.) ~iv3s •:. 3e3j t.J t ::-e s:>wsr :mJ f) ),i 

t o ti:n -ct'-t eat 3 . 
11

;, 
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"Thou art the Lord God ~~ho cree.test all living be1n8s, t he 

ea rth and all that is upon it, tha seas and all tha t 1s 1n 

t hem. Thou e.rt the Lord God -:,;ho bast created :nan from the dust 

ot the earth. In skin and flesh d1i3t Thou clothe him e.nd with 

bones and sinews Thou d ldat weAVa him. Thou d14st aat within 

him life and l oving kindnass, and ~1th Thy s pirit of goodness, 

which Th~u dist give aim, Thou d i dat endow him with ~derstand.­

ing. 1110 

"Thou ert t he Lord God and Th~u giva3t life to ell t or 

w1 th Thea 1a t ha f')Wltaln of life . Thou art the .nd ;\ho r1.1l-

est the world in His mi ght , and in all pl aces Thine e7es do 

see. There i3 no man who can h1l e hi m3elf in the dark places 

for Thou wilt perceive him. Ko m~n can escape from The spirit 

for whithe r shs ll he flea from Thy Fresence ?"
11 

!lod'a Justice 

"Thou art a k1n5 Who lovas t jus tice and astablishest UP­

rightnea3 ln which there is no wickedness; •ho d~ea not show 

favor neither accaptaa t. brlbary. As T~ou ha st reckoned so 

bas 1t come to pa qa, e.nd as Thou hast co..maeled so will it be 

established."12 

~ Hearkens ~ Fra.yer 

"True it ia that to him who r~countest the m16hty e.cta ot 

the Lord TbJU ~ilt haar ken t' all of h1s praise. 3t111 we are 

b..it able to mention only a sme.11 pa.rt of t ham, 9·.ren according 

to our str~ngth. Indead, from the heavens wilt Thau hear us 

and Thou wilt send us sa lvet ion and wilt be t'av.:>rable Wlt:> us 



. :-. ) i1a.::..re3t 
11 l -:Z. 

pra,, 3r. ./ 

t.:.c ... c..n..i ....-ith t. h-: life a!1J t ha : :>o.i ~n..i the •.leatt en.1 t n: avi l 

\~i~h Th1u iijst. aet ~e f:> ra t he • 

Wor:i , -:..nj t:> ~- wn L; t Ln :.t .. l t. h t h:; v eoc .:: nc~ of t. :1-: ::::lv ~n· nt 

t:~Be 't1 h :> ' ./E V : j~c;lt trae~--~r:> .• UlJ Wi th rhe-=? . 11 14 

ti .·.c. J 

"') r ..:i.:. na.r.c e 3 . 

i ')n 3 . 

--t 11 -- f c. ·n ~ .,, r· 1'' 'j::. - 3 · " ~..,., 1 1·.:> 1 " ".""lir llo" '"' ..... ' r~ • •J 0. .,I - ~ .Ai \.ol, ,;:) • - ~ · .JC,_ - .;;o ;-•l .;;o <J_,-••;, ' -
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l:?t. ? ..... n l ..?3S it. in.::L..t ~l 3:>:.ne r ;:nerk3 rt>'.)ut :m.a 'Jf . . :3 ... :>r:u. :. ~ ::i ­

tP l c~ntrl~~t.l:>ns ~o ~~deis~ , hi3 ~1~1Jr . 1 ~ Jr :t ta ~ hr 'J ~0h 

gt~ :>n . 3 

~9 .. il l di·:i.ie h L; 3u. Oj:;ct. mett.ar int".> t \o.O 

r l ao w~ll r rovlie a / 3tition 8!1d a hy L-n & 3 a 3 .... -_ le· ... :nt 3lnul:i 

th'3J 
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3dllca. t. i :m. r ta : he haJ in Iind the aV~ra~: -~n J f ~is ~~ltur-

1 anvlrnomant a3 i:.ba r aader J~ n1s j i jdur 1 3 evi!anceJ ~J the 

fact the t ::>l.-.e .: . ;L::.e wlth tne r.a.;,r :?·,..· :J..u: •. an:e rJ r-... m3 c: n Ara-

b1~ C-:>W:Denta r y . Tte )mi 331 Jn ) f SC~) l: rly 11 a C~39l)D3 1n his 

Ji ~aur al3".> wa r rants this c~~cluai~n . 

~3Jt l~h th 3 d~ily ;rty~ rs f)r tha indivij~~ l ~ 1 th wi sx~lc na-

.:.•:;an t' JllJi.3 the .ia 11J 

_ rr J: 3 fJ!' t h: CJn_ra~c. tl •:m -.;ith a C)l.J:.an;:.~cy c: s t.:> Kb( i:. t.be 

-1 ill 1 h f t. ' - 1 6 "h-" r!5 ~er A 3~ 1 e n~ L 3 reJ~~naa3 J na C Jn~re6& ~ on . L en 

~,~~ i:.~ o )!' l~inr l c J~f J 3 l ti)03 , both of a ~et~t i Jne r; nEtJre . 7 

~ 

:. .. a !' 33....l l t . "' 

lC 
... ) ) 0 ' 

. 1 11 t. :..: •• a 3 t l v 3 • ~- n..i :.. •:e r 0.3 t d . 
12 

~nj LJr:m, ~ o:>u t ~hi ch h J nEJ liwtl3 t J 3 • , C J~ : &ftar t he 

- 1 '7 r~3 tl 1al:; • .J Ja..<' ...:.'..s c ~r tc::~!'l ly 11<. .i~.; s.n excdll3nt tec~ne r. 

c-:i .•. rLcnd:nanta &nd _.. r ohib1t1".>ns r a lav : n t t.o ac c h . 



~ 7 

)hil:> ; J __ (,ical ·.;:>rtr , _3 ll~:3 z.:i:i 

1 5 
Lh ~ 7 ~ ri J~3 tJ ~e 3 :>f LU3i:c l baats , 

~ha l 9Jt ~~c~iJn J~~l 1 ~ : :h th3 3t~ly io_ :> f t ha J r ah in 

~~11~ Gnj 1n ~ riv ~ ta . 1c Ih~ oa~ajic~iJn3 f:>r t~a ~Jrar. anc 

.:. ; J 3 J f ~') l 3 . 

~ : :r. . 

t oa trn ".> .. l ~J_e :if .J:>:i :-:~1 - ' -· ' 3 :L.1. t 1.~s t:> .. i!u . It !..:! els::> s.. 



:r.e t hod whe reby the .., ewi:3h i;;.~o i-;le may l earn of t r.ei r h istory 

c nd t he ir 0 -.·m a pecial Ct.l.3 r..oma and c .:: ra .... :m i ; s . 



c nAi rs::t I i/ 

~ow t::> 1n3 t 1ll in t ne hear t of t i:e Je·11 e. s i ncer e lov e f o r 

t.te 3:H'Vice ~ f (hd l a tne _~ ...t r;.oae :>f t 1a n·or£ , " r he .)utie s o f 

. t " h l t he nea r , oac y a t e lls h13 r aalar s . Fr om t.hi s we ~aJ de-

oa chye. o r~an 1zas his apprJ~ch i n a ve rJ Jr~erlJ fas h~on • 

. • a t.Je .:; lnq by 3 t e t1n i:,, t ha t (7-:)d ' s ¢r .;at e at 31ft to ir.e~ , be 3 i je3 

hav ing c reated hi m, we.3 to b33 t~w ~l adJm u~on ~i~ . It i s 

t :: r)u_9 . tri e.i·n t htl t :t.an c ::>mes t o the serv l ee and the l ove o f 

he _' l r s t deal s 

t:.- 3ac ) n ..:l 1aa l 5 w i \.r. t he s _:.aa~ e o f .»r t he ... a ti c .; ; G..nJ t he t hird 

1·1 l si 'ln le~ls with L'ie .11_:.h=.3 t of 211 3ci:·:'lce3 , t r.::nl1::::d · 2 

i3 i :'l c ... u:.baot ..i ~Dn ..J. 3 to stu.dy l t i n or l ar t o c;a. l n a n •. md~r-

7. 

3 t~~din~ of JJr r~l i~ion . J na _ay come to unl er stand J ur rel i~-

l-::>n thr ) u 3)1 t he 1',hre~-· . .,r ay :)a t h which ~ )d ht s _ r ov l .ie d f or us ; 

t h r >u ,£1: : he i n t e lle ct , t hr ou ::h t he rar a.h , and t.h rou 5 h t he tre.-

11 t i ?n a o f t he ;i r o 1.:ihe ta a.ru..t s c 0e a . 4 ~~~K t he ac 1ence o f t ile 

~orah i 3 au~d l~ i ded in to tha s~ion~e o f exta rnal condu~t end 

t ha 3C13nc e J f inw~rj l i fe . h~ sci en ca :> f externrt l cond~ct 

Je~ls 'V.'lth t ~:e ~:now l 3 ..! _:)e ~f _,. ract 1 c~~ :iu t 1 a:; . rhe sc i e n ce of 

i n '·"" rd 1 1fa ..i~a. ls \\ 1 :.h 1...L tie3 C)n cern lnc t~= haart, ;.l e a as 

f ~ l in..:.J ~nl a :m t l ::r,ent s . 5 ~, chy a t hen !'eflec~s t .ie influ3 :.1 c e 

of 3a~d1a oJ ~~ l y i n_ t he 1: tte r ' a dev ice o f ratlon~ l and 



d~t ias rea.3on &l one WJul d have aict~tad ave n thJu~h t he ~Jrah 

would not hs.ve ·nc-de t.he..L '.) 011 ..:.& t ::>r y . rhe 0th.:rs de:1end i.t_,on 

th~ a.~thorlty of Ravele t i)n a inca our re~a Jn c~nnot fatho~ 

the ir ; urpos e . As f'.)r the d~t ies ::>f tha he&rt , t bay &ra a l l 

rat1~nal. 6 h3J ar e b0t h poa1t1ve anJ aaci2 tt~3 in n~~ ..i r a . 

11 .,:a :.ion to wora hl;> Hi m with all our h)arts , e.nd to hE.V 9 com-

;l~te tr...iat. in :-:1m a.re .:.ome e xa.11;.lea ? f :ioalt i v e 1..J.ties • • ,a_-

, t ive ~J.tie3 ?f th~ ha~ rt incl~d~ t he o:poalte of t h:a e and 

i 3t1c ; t tey a r e ~?t v131 ~13 . 

t e raJn ' s tr...i a uotlve3. 7 

F~ r nachya , ~he ~~llfillr-e:1t )f ell prace~ts re3 t upon 

:i xt ~rnc l Jutie3 in t ha ; r o :!)ar .t.e m1Br .::!"' • .:>ul:i tta r e be & 3t:Ort ­

::: 1::-. ~n~ i n _ :.e '.)03~rva:ice 'Jf the du.ti e 3 of t h :; h13art . 0 ·,. 1 th 

3ir3 0f the heart , not s imply bac@uae there ia ~n a;yointed 

t.irne t han , w'nen ll _., r :::..y ~r or bl ~aain; is Jt.ter~ J. , · .. i .. ~ther the 

tim3 is sat ?r no t , 1 1 to be a na~ ex~erianc3 fo r t he i=jiv ij~ -

al. 

TtF t t he d~ ti~a 0f the hsart ar e ~c:i_~ t Jry fJ~ ~3 t o f~ll -

fill -UF j' be 3 :: ..,,-.. :n f'r-:i;;i t r . .: r -.. !l'.)wing. First , rac..:.>?~ ~~lls .J.6 
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t.hF t rr;an 1 3 com~::>3 eJ. :> f body .::.nd .Ji:>i.l.l , t. . • J .JJ i. <". :: r :: ..: ..i.~ t :> 

f c l l3 

U,e Juti ~.3 Of t. ~:~ ':°. ~ · rt , 3..tCh .? 3 .:.3:i~ t : t1:>u 

r 

la~._ J -::if ~h~ ::;:; L:. rt t:> ~er:'Jr'.L t!i3.L . :7 L'f\ Ju. t :.ia •1:<:: l .:~rJ tr:l..t 

fa ..:; in_. 

· ' - ~ ~u+ t1<-"' "' r •·> r ti " 'J. ""~ t .l.' --n 10 ••\.t•• ~ . ... -1. ! - '-'.::I- J . 

"If t. ~.~ .; d . ti -

f -- j t t . · 1· t l ' , u 11 o r ne 'Jes n0 £" CC 3.J s 3rv:.. c a ., . c; '3 ••• ...i.r .J. ')UJ . " rna :::.itn 

3hr 11 oe a.lilrn , :..n-.: t:H. t t h1y Jhc. 1 1 3LJ. :)ort a.nJ ~:>nfic111 , n ot 
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contrs.d1ct or d1ffar from, each other. "12 

Returning to the statement t hat the duties of the heart 

are incumbent upon us, we derive thla from a second source. 

The Torah enjoins man as to the necessity of tha duties of the 

heart. References 1n Scripture, which are many, include the 

following. "To love the Lord, thy O-Od, with all thy heart, 

with all thy soul, and with all thy might. •l4 "Thou shalt not 

take vengeance nor bear e gr"wdge.•15 

Thirdl7, tradition tells us so. "Heaven regards the in­

tantion"16 and "Do fils will as it it were thy will, the.t He 

may do thy will as if it were 31.s wi11• 17 are examples found 

in Raboinic literat~re. 

Bachya insista that it you ara a man or intellect and un­

derstanding , it wi l l not autf ice you to learn about the d~ties 

".>f tile heart from the Torah and from tradition alone. Rather 

must you reinforce J?Ur conviction through the uae of your in­

t a l lect and employ l t in. raflectin0 upon t his subject.18 Thus 

pr ayer is ll·)t only a co:nmand.Itent; it i s a log ical C)ncl·l.lsion 

a t which one arrivas thr.)1.1gh his r a ti ·mal fac..ilties. 3aa:l1a 

h?ld.a a s imlle-r view i n hi s philosophy regarding t hi3. 

3o t a r we have seen that Be.chya la a ~oralist whose re­

ligi ) US and ethi cal viawa a.rs based upon r ationa lity . Bact ya's 

concern la with the atrangthening and purifyi ng of religion 

from within. To this end he ~sea philosophy. It 1:1 th.::refore 

necessary f or him to dem ,nstrats the r ationa l proofs for the 

exl st~nce of 3od and t hat He is t he Cr eat::ir of all i.n order 

that throl.Ag!l L~tellact we may coma to understand an a ppre-

elate our r~l1g1ous duties. 

·- ... 
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:: _nee 1 t baJ. 

t:> h&ve a Cr3c. t ~1!' . :~ r t nt:i thr ee _; r:iofs wr.J.ch ha orln .. :)> , c.wo 

.&.. • ~ 

v .. 1.L .. 1~ can -

t~1a e le:r..an t3 jo rn~ join .., r c .n .. l~3ce. 

b~ etarn~ l. It f :> ll')W9 t hen t h!:- t the c?:n: .. 031.te hrd t.:> C-.. c:.v e c;. 

.·.sker t:J ... : 1l!l it. C')U.li owe it3 axi 3 tance . nenca tne ax13te~ce 

)f .. J 21 
..:') . 

t:> '3f.J t cc. t t~e '• :i rl c .:..a :n t.o cel;i~ by a cciien t c-. ,j it. .. "> u.ld 

,... r-

f 1 r :.. .:.t3 e lf lnt:> 1 3.:.1..)1- v. rlt in...., C:...:i :. •• h . .i. .,:,.-. ·,. r: .... tan wit. r. a _ .. . :m . ~c: 

,... 7. 

..Je l ..ia t-, :r::irs t :.ci :i -:ir.; Jr3rt '"' r . ... _, A::n t '. e r 13 ~ ~-:~t t h3 ·.-.:>rld 



jl.; 

"i 1 rscti ')n . ihe~· 

are t he exi st:.ence e~d unity ~f J'.):l ; the ~x..a..:. i:"l ~t1 :m '.> f cr~s.t-

a:l th1n~s ; th3 3arvice Jf Joa ; 

:.:b stinance ; 

brought ::i :r.. : ri t:.'.) i.:>a: !'? _, i:. n..1. r_a ... 111 ti:~n" .im . f i,1 3 13 Jn l y 

b: .:? ~· ~t t:.~ . r.o~her h...:. .... a :.. beL: ..... . 

f r. t l:g c 1 
3 L.; . • e f i cen c e t:. J .:is ~ :-.il:i l r e. -F 3 t .:r ' :; t :) e. 3lave 

:: :1.:>t!:er . 

~1 . ., ::> • -. ""l. 27 
:> _ .., v ... ;> • • ._, - · 

:.hz t l' ....<t h ) f tl. : ,l tv.~r.ion • 

• .i- 1 t, _ i v e t ::c- n~1 ::nJ . r al::;a t.? .... )J. :, :.o ls fz.r bay ::md. .;..i.::b a 

,... ' 

ax:.)r e33l'.)n .J f ::l d _s t · c a on d 1Y1 l ngkin . ..l~ 333 . c;._, I f, aJ 3o.;!hj'a 
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states , 11 t h:? t"ln .:..u ; 13 the he~rt's _-; an c. n.J. ~he mi nd ' s mc .3 .B ·n­

c:er" 2~ then .,..•rayer 1 3 a nie:ns of ex~r~ 3J in ~ oi;e ' .:; ~rai 3 e , 

~rc titu.1~ , l~ve , r nd r~o : act of JoJ . 

r he :::-ir~ tha t one .::. t..i .H;a , the :u'.) r . h ...:.n.bl:; will h a bac:::>rLe . 

t<J.ra o f th~ l.lni-.rz r s a , tl:;-a vary s t.r.J. ctu.r ~ .>f .Lt .1 cic::;al i , t.he 

~n ; , 1 •a ire ~anc ~ . ~ 1 J pr~yera a ~ c~rji~~ly will r3flect ~la 

::; l-i r 2 ti )n f Jr 30.1 1 s ...1c ,>11fice :ic.e :;.nd i:L; 3 1.lbrt l.:>s i.rena s 3 to 

:l--1 :l 1 
;;; • ::n.; e r • 

• \ ·y :. n:; t; n ' 3 subm~ssi:i:i to J<:>J m ~-y s.rise :mt o f two jif _ a r -

:~ope , na ce3ait1 , Jr C) ~!--Ulsion . Or ~nth.: o r, h~r ·:i;ni , h i s 3'1'.J­

Ai3 3l )~ ~s j ~ rl 3 e lroili t h; c Jnvlct1on th~t lt 13 hl3 j..i~y to 

.::;lJrify Lnd a X.J lt ~h~ ; e r3 :m to , .. :10m 3ub1Lis>i?n i'3 :i...1.e . 3° .;).) t h 

t j ;.e 3 s. r ;:; .::~ .3~rv:.n_ o:' a c lvc t.11n in t he W.)rll to c :>r..e . 31 .:...u.t 

ls _r ::iye r . rr1.1e ~re y3 r Joas n.)~ C;Jffia :rJ~ tha _a~r .)f p1.1nish-

men t if :>n 3 doe1 ~ot pr a y or ~opa for a rewar J lf ha does . It 

~ome3 frJ~ a desire ) n ~rt ~f th~ 3 ~1.11 to str iva wi~h e ll ita 

a: i ->i Jt t •.J sarv ~ 3'.)d for .:. t3 :)\m 3 1::!.~3 6.3 a r~3~l t i t :s .:.n t3llect..1c:.l 

comprahenal~n J~ ~?1 . 

-·-~ ls ~0ntin1...£.lly r~ceiv in._ bane fl ts fro.r. ..iod. o t..l t F. l :m,:, 

ti ms elapsas oef".>rc: i:i. i s .ui nJ 13 rtt. t."4re :mou0 h ~:> r e c J :::>n i ze t.he 



36 

servtces he a h1uld. r andar in retl.lrn fn' thera . Th3r a:·ore it i s 

1n~ ' s du~y t o c <ll a t ten tion t~ t h; duti~3 of :.he he a rt r- ~~ t ~e 

~r it be to !:1.3 f .s:r. i l y .) !' hi 3 ne1 ..;hbor3. t t is i s ~o 0e done 

30 thEt )lla ~ 111 no~ r e -

cot- n i z e t.h .3 V .'.!li~i ty 0:· th~ aa1"'Vi~e o:· ..lo1... thre>u3h h1 3 ovm men-
- I"\ 

t e.l Pr0\1 33 3 . :;c ;: r ay er t he ~ !i ll 3 v b a t £'.U_:;ht ~o :::me ·..<.."1tl l ha can 

racos-n1 ~ e i t3 trutn throu~h bia own intellect. rh i.a i oc l ujes 

b)t 'n t(,3 invL; i .: l ~ wo r3 h i p T:' hd and t h~ outw< r d concomitanta 

) !' ri t u e. l. 

",ie hav~ rr.ent i :m~:i thrtt pr ayar he l p s f or a :::.lv [< tion i n this 

wo r l :i en j ~ n the >; :> r l J to c:Hr.~ . 33 bl.4t t h.: ile~ o f new~rd a nd 

.cur. l~l1i1i~nt 3 ~ •. ")u l j not be .s.n &l:Uti)n;:- 1 r ea. :3 "Jl1 fo r man to -;:r a y. 

~m:c rJ. " '.l.Ci~J :>~ r;li ::;i rn , c.nd .. i :> purpo3e ia c.o 3how thz. t tru~ 

i s l:i3 r~r 2.iz :- tion or ...:)J ' s 0 00J.::ia 3 .: .;.r.j ..;:indr1as:; :..Jwar d a !U.:n. 

:xo alte ri "J:' :rn tive is i nvo lved . 6·.a.n s hou l d. av c-r r eice.i:ber the 

' • 1 , i II - . 11 ' .... h t ' , ' L i r e :..:0.1.:l : c u.e. x m, .oe n :n. 1{3 ... e s e rvbn s wrio wor.n: .J.Or r, :::e r 

~·,aster ~ for th3 3ake of r~wa.rd. 11
, 4 .. t:i l e - t..::c I'te d devotion 

t. ') Jod i a .nm-:: t i-: in .! t ::> ce ~:-re.cticaj fo:: it.a ::nvn s ;.. ..:e . Be c hya 

cates o r i zg.:; : .. en int·_i t en cl, s 3es with r-:! .;5c r.l t ::> their 3ervice 

c c.: ..t 3a they b:: l i3V e :. r.~J \·1 il l oe r e\iarde<i: . !he te~ th e n d hi ~h-

as t cl: s s are t:-:'Ja~ whJ !.now t. ter e i:3 r ewG= rd and ~1..J.nis(J.Jt1ent 11'! 

both w0rlds e.!'!J still wors r.i:p JoJ wi tho ...;. t r.hou _;ht to th~se 

.i;:romises . I'hairs i s :.h..= ::i -:5ha :3t t. /!"'e Jf :; e.1:"'V ic ~ bac ~.U .3 3 i t 



comes f rom e d3 3!. re t ·) s erve JJ5. l'.J :- tha 3e..:3 J i love . _...:::;, .. foJ ul:i 

=-rs e :;6 -·· . Baer.-

ti ·:m~ l ..; r J in0 but t hat t i d . .; :. ~.::. .Jl ..l n.Jt ..J::! th: .L J t iv :-ti :m f'1 r 

- r e :i er . 

-:>r . . i 3 01...mty witt:out ho 1. in~ f ::> r ti-.c t oou.nty to a~ i n~r .;t= a~:i? 

I t l a i f x~ n will ~2~ P thr ~e t~i~_3 in ~in~ : no~ t.J tL i nL Jf 

!:;a .. ') ra he \! ) ..ll.'.: ;ra ; ; c..nd. , t hc.t :La n la 31 ::.l l i n "':.h 3 3i _,ht :>f 
He 

:TJJ : r.d 1 3 .1e ;>er.Jer. t u ... 1on r.im ~ nd ~ot vlca 1er3a, en..i t !:i r- ~- ls 

c ,n t ·nu: lly b~n3! !.t t n~ L&n . 37 Reflaction .Jn t ha3e thr e e ~at-

t=rJ will re~ov3 t he ob3tecles in .Jrder ~o r ~ach th~ to l~1g 

t hc< t r. is o.1r.l3cler:c-a ob3 ..:: rva s lr.. JX.i. . 

h11den acj th3 rdV~6 lad e q~ally ~ el l , tnd it fo llo~s tn~t ria 

A3 Jne : .u3 ~ no t t h :n .. ~ :> f oe:.n_ r~Karded .:iJ .:i- J.1 • .. aen ha 

i t will f.;,.n.:: f r v 1r i n t ha al _ht o f c1 3 .r'ellow .an . ::vLJ.c.::. lJ 

£ Ec hya hro in .!.in J t r,t; 1 ' .~. aza~j,..1 11 i'Jr h e r .. fer3 t o tt,osa who 



natters . 

. f · 111. J.,O nEV 3 rea 

3ires. 

••r .. c::: ,J • L~d fl£~t i5 ~h: ch~ice to 

fhe tt i ~d 1 ~ t::> brln~ t~a dac i ai'Jn in to ?hys1ca l cc tivlty tnd 

-r: 3 T ~"" th"' -c t "' "' '"'f' let"' "n.. A~_·1 ...... ~~ tis 1 :.. ·~~ c ·n1~ ' s •P--... . ~ -~ -- - ~ ~ -~~~ ~ J ._ . -~- _, - w -~ - ~-

:'ir.iti )!1 'Jf a C)IL1 3~e ~ ot - :me i n · .. h ich b0th haHrt ~nd bo.iy 

.l • . '1u l 1 .::: ::u~n ch.:>:>aa t.J .: re..',/ c..nj 

ru:~ ref Jre J h: i::>~ ~ n.::n r • .3ed. _.e..n ' s ~re.j' er . 



i t.h .... 11 hi 3 

.1~c333ities . 

c: re of :1 im j e lf o.n.i h13 fa~ily , 3 .-_ Jill obe,/ t c:e .iutL3s :JI" th.a 

hee rt en~ t h3 J u.ties ~l ~h- ll~bJ , with ~ te fc ~ t h thE c ..l )j h il l 
l.elp /tl'tft CWr'f ovt dl/J.e n.+~>ttls .,._ d• . R?td ftr•y,,,,. w i ll 

I\ :; :~ Y·: t h i 3 t ru3 t ~r. t !'.e t :.r. .:: lnJivi..:.u.r-> l reli ~3 U.:- :J~ JJ:i c. s !Jis 

~~lie ~na .. r o t ac t J r thr Ju~~iut l i fe . 

t~raat . 

"' ...,d ' - j • -'-. <:> 3 - rf 0 "'t •u-• i.__,,,42 
..; J ~ """ ' "" -- ..,, ~ "" · " - - ..- J ., ..,, '-v • 

.d.Jth 

.:. •. ;; !''..:: a r :; .:3r t· 1n d. llt ies wh i ch rL~st b~ cerric i Jut 1;J 

\VJ l.ll1 '· ;1 .::·. ~ .:- ..l ., l .:.:1 tr.J:.~ . 

;;1 i- l j to ~ ) ... a . 

-..... , _ 

::. : .. ork l L.3 

- ., i 1 i !: ~ l i -



3ervice 1a t ~ JB ~mpair3J bec a J S3 ina C?~e a t o bali J~~ tta~ tte 

w~ r3 ~i ~ , f ;,d 13 ne i~har ~ J~~J or is L9rit~r1J3 . 45 

lOi: a Jf Jod • ·.:~an a 

• :~ · r-t : :;, l i~ .. l :: :h.ttw,::: rJ :r.c.n~a r . 

.!'-: ich t .:an th .:> "'"'"'" 46 ·- ___ ....... . ~ne c ~re ...1.!D ta~ ce 

?ra )Cl f :: lls ill. 

1 t • • ill -11 .... ... t:=> ,... d ~7 :: ... :m ::> t :1 e ; t" • .i. :n , . 12 ; · s-. ,... - c. ~ • ...ro • 

·-,,::) ""' . 
..) v - .- ..".:> • 
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3·:::? r aJ . 

lor J T: JJ.i . 

- . . ti " 1 
• , 1 1 A . II - . l. '1 . 1 3 .;;i:>r.tn r.r.:.~ .-;~ JG ~ ~ .Lr t...l& c~ ::> ~nt.>..'1 _ , .os.cn1a 
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t h:: -. , e.ft:r t:;; v in5 cleanszd .:i..ms.;lf a_YHi 

) :' _ r f. Jer· ~n.:! :r:jit~ i m )it ti:e .:._· wa t.nin ~ .;th~ ..> _.:..rit. . I r 

t::~ Al r. l :-: tJ •, ill ::'"lt =c '.!e t. i_, · r ... J3r , ;;cich WS..3 1nl y 

m~ c .- f"l l.C c> l, a ~.;r~ :i.)V3:: .nt. ,:>.:.." t i-.~ t. )t:_ .... ; . 11 ::3 de.cbya t hen 

ca ll s <.. t t~n ti?n tJ trL f1 ~t t h.'.lt :.h3 i...:!.i J rh 13 c1n ~lu.~ed wlth 

, J 
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. r f; i35S r nj tha.~kst;lvlng t o :.1 :3 n · ?a , c a 3tin...., .s l 1ta oi..t~..i.~r:s 

) n :i i r.a . " ..-6 

~1~d it iif;icJlt to ; r ay sp~ntane~J s ly in a worthy faa~~1n 

End :=i~ c2 ;..l3e t'::11.1_ht.3 c hant:,.; r e_: i i ly .t. ~ t c:i-:i~ i t. jif. icu.l t for 

tt : : njivij~c l t o re~a~t pra1 ~.3 1n t r.~ ~r~~~ r o rdar . 57 

- c: p c Jw:ne.n..L.,. 3."l t . .J--

.:'he re a re 

i'he .. ~ 3t. 

.. 
beca .... :;e :~e f::.:... r a .;ia !J.. ~ a tar . ::::.~ J:n-a pr eJ 3r1 ,,.,- <::? )fi ;1 \; ill r a -
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I'ha!: ~h ere ~re f: ·. -

·1~r ~t~on r"'lj " i t h fl · t.:.er; . 

~ 1 _. eJlt.£:te ~ ~t.. :. ~ r . Sl 

i h~:; ~.ra ln..::..i:r. -

.;?!~ t ... L')O 'n ;:; -. E-11 3-ef.. 3)nJ , e. 11 .') J r .3 , s.11 :t::>m;:ri t 3 anJ 1.rnd.a r 

i• ll cir~ ... 3 t:-.:c~ s . 52 Pre.y =r t)) , :; .:.r.:::~ lt. 13 a. d.itJ 0!' i:. r.:: 

f)rwar :i t:> t :.~ t l::r.~ · .. ~ . .en r,!;_ Jrec:.t..) 1 

i:.r.e1 t h.e opportunity t) ~ ~lf.:.11 ~heir ~~- ~o~~ . rb.:J casae ch 

r h l.s is 
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CHAFTER V 

BA.'.;HYA • S .PHILOSOPI4 II~ LIJHI' OF HIS PRAYERS 

Bs.ch,ya appended to his "Dutiea of the Heart" two orlg1nal 

compositi ons, one an 11Ad...tt1on" end the other a ".Petition". 

Selections will be made from these in order to determine 1f 

tba author was or was r.ot cone1stent in his philosophy as s hown 

l n hi.9 p!'e.yers. The Engliah translation appears 1n this edi­

tion of "Duties of the Heart11
• 

God's un1tx 

"I unders te.nd, 0 Lord my God, by the light ot mowledge 

where-with Thou hast f avoured ~e, tb~t Thou art One, Thou a­

lone ; One without relation, Jr comparison; one with1ut 

commence:nent or termination ; Ona ·,-11.tho~ a aec:>nd confront­

i ng rbee; One tha t is not llka the one that ia the first of 

the n1.4mera la; Ona t ha t 1s not lik~ one of tne numbered; One 

the t ls without conjunction, comb1.netion or addition; One 

that ls wi tho1.1t sepa.r e.ti::>n or division; :)ne t h <1 t ls without 

anyone preceding 1'hee. F:lr what.ever bealde Thea ia celled one 

is in truth not one, nor ~ay it truly be entitled a ....nity, 

since it ls composed of units, built up of separ ate antltlas, 

:Uv1sible into separ a te th1n5s, and has a c:>mmencsment and 

termlns tlon, a be5inning end an end, a r ear and a fr:lnt, r e-

lat1on and s i milarity, and a lso has a secJnd opposite it, an­

other resambling it."l 

~ ~ Mrsgtor 

' 

r. 
~ 
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) 
..:,y l'hy ..:>:..2:i:..n..,.. :::Ju. .. ii:.:; t ~3ttJ1 1 sh 

1ut •f fi re llla t ~~ 1u c r~: Le the ~in 1 3 tars ~ r ~und t ha t ~r 1ne 

L l':.ou 

,; i .:. h t , ~u t' 3 t :.. n 

::L n ~o hi3 no3-

~ i 3e r nd uoa ~rJt~njin_ , ac ~~l rin~ 1nJ t r uJt1Jn an~ ~1 saJ~ , l aarr -
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f>.nJ a JiC D ':> !' •• mJ~rat;: ndin0 ',;i ll refla ~t. c.n J f.:.nJ ~l iee . 11 3 

11 Ar.d "oec ~ u.se .i.. t "l ..i be a.r~3 t. all r n cr'a.s.. t ; :; t <:! 11 :::>Ut of 

nr..i3h~ , ~ ivaa t l i fe t~ e ll , s n i f r J- Ihe ~ ~11 c 1~atb F ~J avdr J ­

t, ;~ : n::: i3 r hy WJrl! , :r-;: i3 a i J b<:::' lt tir. ..:,. ... n t. o .fh :.: ~ . 11 4 

J.od ' s Zxc el l enc e 

" 11 "''1 it is a s t a t •t_· .. i n :: ··J .··· ::11 t ·11l t ._ , t ~ h .n..i . .... :..: ...... ...,~ on ·,y er ::. .:.. ur es i.. r: c: i.. :y 

145 : ; ) . 

...=> "" '~ -·· --. 

:r J . 

:: 1 _ht . 

: her e -

l.!. J I. 
- .... 1,. -. ;.. · . - ~ u: .·. c; _ _ ..., •• l l . _ _ J . 
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1 _33 , I .:n0\1, ) i. ) r .1 , t ::e t i. •• 0 ..1 Kilt !lot 

-.. . 
.1. - • • r. ) 1 · . .. ? 3 - : .. "! -rec ~ ... ti. 1~1 -; _ -.. .. .. _, .! 

-· --...... ...... ..,, 

11 
:... :. :.r ,. T ... )n 3 i ~ -=-r~j ·· ··~ · .. ... - r.,. 1 .c! ... - ~ _.... _ t;;: -J "' !:;.. J3 , lnv esti 

::. " 1 -·1 . - I 1. 0 .l _'.) . 

v :n::.::. t.i 1!: 'J f .; __ l. r i:. _. ) .... ;t. l ~ 3 .3 ; con -

~ . 
• ..l3 - ) l. . 

I - -:- ..: 

::io .:;e \ I n> 

~') r .,,.:_ -1 - ,. . 
u.J :.. J tnet 1~3:{ ... i"l t:: ~ .J .= c ) n : 1..ir. j ed ; :::~ n.i wh1a 1e :-- 'tr...131:. 3 

in .., ...... .0 ~ ···-- - ln c. 3ec .... r 2 1 ~ e :; ::= 11 ::a ,):,1:~11 , a n1 :-.1.:i 8'33d 3 .~s. 11 

t.e :: 3 tc= bll _ '.-1 :i c? : J r J _·: ·. ; _! . 117 



r.:: .a i· __ :.i_ 

II I Q .. 1 .,., ·•-•Jr .... , ::>. ::?:-: • • 1 h.1. 

wander1!1::::. f e.nc l .33 . ifa e l my ut~art-n ~~J, ,:;iv !! .la r to 1uy w:>rJ:J , 

m~ar -:r.y pr~y ~r . :·.c..y my cry draw ni..;h unt.:> rhet} , ~nJ my ;Ju,) .111 -

ca:,11n c~r.le unt~ 1h.; e , while I stan d t0 J~cli::re .1.'hy JWa i.D , 

forth Thy l'Jv1n - -~1:1dne33 , tal l rhy truth, 5.J lJn_ ::u ,:,y .30...tl 

abi1eth with i~ ~ e &nJ the s p i r i t of li f~ 13 in my noJtci l , be-

fo:-~ my 3un w1.ll :iart3n .:- n J. th..; l n.ru .. of JJy 3oul u e extln.._u i Jt -

Jd , 2nd ~y ~:>rtt l b ody r dtur ne t h L1t he 9arth whence? lt wa J 

.. . ...,. ' .. ~ _+ ""' "' . r t ..,, ..,... __ .;\. ..,_ - -· ::.. 

·,t g ,,_ 

ull t . 

ha t?:i.Ve aban-

I :l ... •. v::; J _ ~!: t J-.i l~ Je.j ..\ 

f ( " J ;: ·~ -J 
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ric;hteoua juJ&""J :mta a:ld aband')n~d the way3 of Thy ata tut3s . 

We turnaj to all thinss that w ~ d e 31reJ and h ave aunk in the 

d.e:;>tha Jf 'JU!' l..23 t.5 . We cl')aeJ JUr .::outh , no t ci Vin _ re0uke ; 

but our mouths openej wi de , shri eki n s i n1quit.::>U3 utterances . 

We hsv e been p 3rp etua.lly bac~a l1Jinc. • 1ia :ia.·1e abh0rreJ 

3v~ry r.ebuker . 

l·~;:y it be T'.;.J wi ll , 0 L')r;'.i ')ur .}.::>d and J ')d ::>f :>ur f &thers , 

t.::> f::>ru iv e nnd ~)a.rJ..::>n ua f :>r ~11 our inc;ui tie3 and trans~re3-

s1ona . "9 

The ab ove s ;le e ti 1n3 ah')W a110u'.!>h of oachy a ' a .1hi l •)ao.1hy 

an.J. er= ex ::i r~ .33 ej in such a way for u.:J t0 safely conclude 

t he t ha is cJn3i3t ;n t 1::1 what he beli e v ea a."ld '-'·ha t he .Jf1J3 . 
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CO!-.JLUJ! '.); 

Althouc-;h 5aadia and Bachya a;>i:;r oa.ch pr ayer fro!l'! two 

:iiff~r~·1t avenues , it ls sur~ri3in ;:, h :)\-J .s1::r:1la.r t he:. r C'.)~c..: . t3 

are • .3aad ia 1 s rric: i n c :mca rn we;.; wi t h tha a ttack •)n re l i c,1 '.)n 

f r ·.).r with.)ut . Hl3 ta.3 '.r lay in try in _ t •J r ecJncll3 rall 0 1 .:m wi t h 

:Jhil oao::>hy . He!'lce, ha .:l~slt \'.itt. pr arer :mly a 3 c .)l).!'t )f the 

l~r::::~r pic turz Jf r el i ::_ i::m. aachya , '.)i'J the .)tber ha!1.:l , Wa3 

')::u: i~~ wit h t :e proble~ ?f the C.)rro s l on .)f relili ~n fro~ 

withl.n . It \·:as his jJtJ t :. p urify r e l1 01on bnJ .;tr~r;6than lt. 

l'h =r~ f::>r~ , he :iealt with p r e yar !Il'.)ra lnt ~:iad ly than d id J aadi e. . 

l'ha t lt haj;;. r ;... ti rn:;l. bc..3 1 3 i--1&.y d..! a 111uch amall9r pc:.r t i n hls 

a ppr oach than i n 3aadia ' s . I t ml ~ht be aald tha t 3aa iE 3aW 

_.Jr D..JU' l n t ile l l _ht .)~ l o i::ic p ri:ne.rily , why wa :nu s lJ pray and 

h'.)\ii it la t J b e d?na . l3a~hya .Hi..!\' •• r :.]::r ;>rLllarily in the light 

:>f :lev Jt'dn , h0w ~.· ~ are t..o pr ay an:i why lt i.3 t o be d.')n; . !'he 

ilff~r~~cJ ba t~3~n the tw ) man liea in t he area )f t heir empha-

3ia • 

.3aad ia an.i Eachya , althou..!h adherents t '.) jlff2r ent school3 

'J' t to..izr.t , w~re L., t i: r a t.11nali.Jt ~ tr, t.hei r p~iloso!_,hy . A.s o. 

~~c~ ~ r Jf f &ct. , 3ac~Ja i3 viJlOlJ l~fluanced by 3aaJ1~ bott i n 

t~e =e th )d of ast&~: l 3h'n ~ G r~tl::>nnl fo~n at. i )n rJr yr ayer 

a-:i1 in utili2ln_ 3aadie ' a tar.,.in'.)10::.,J ·:> f r at.i ; n c.. l a.n.i revealei 

co:::::a~d'tl3r-t3 . However , bs ~tya w~nt f u r t :.:;!" with pr a/er by je­

fi~in~ i t &3 a iuty )f t he hear t an~ a l~ tt ) f tha l i mbs . 

l'l::e 11.ltJ ?f =-a1~r 13 d:?rived thr.Jv. .j . tn~ lntell~ct for 



For'T. 3 of than:{33iv ln--:, , adorat.l'Jn, and ;iralsa t'J God f or 

His 600dn9S3 tJ m.s.n . Both raco2)ni z e pstit1Jn G3 an i mpor­

t ant form vf prayer . .::la.a:i1.a .:;tre:ise.s ;>eti ti 'Ji1 a.3 tcie lar3est 

and mo9t 3e:1erel type o f ; r aye r f::>r, aa he aea a it , :r.an ' s 

grea t es t ~oncarn is witn the uncarta i n futu r a r &t her than with 

t ha pr~3ent ble3sin3s he enjoys. TherefJra, h~ pray3 ~03tly 

with tte Pdtit i ')nar y formula 11 1'1ay it ._e rh. W111 11
• 

Bachya s tres3e s ador ati Jn anj ~ ralae r ather th&n petition. 

3ince ~d l s a l ways manifsatin~ Hi s e;oodnes 3 t :> man , man should 

be cJnc3rned in r ecognizing God ' s presen t ~ifts. By d oing so , 

be bec 1mes ~o re c0nst~nt l n his devotl~n a n 1 strives more in­

tensely t~ asc3nd t he ladjer t1 its hiehest r un, the love of 

Jod. 

3aad1a h.Jld~ that man ha3 Fr ea Wi ll an::i theref~:'e ha~ in 

hl3 t a.r.l th 3 __ :>,\' er t~ })r ay ""I r fl)t . Bachya. d.oe3 n :> t kn-:>w wheth­

er Free 'Nill bel~nt!s t '.) n.an but adv J cate:s f :>r .Dan to live a.a 

th 1u; h he ::l i d hav e 1 t. ·liha t 1 s l:i man ' s pow~r l a the c bo i ce 

t0 _ .. ray an5 t.h~ 1n:.an t1:n:. t:> carry 1 t out , b1.1t the ectua.l 

;>hysi • ~l a~ t lvity jf 1 Y-e y3r lies in the han d:> :>f .J:)J . 

Both men aay that pra.yin5 l ea.d3 to r ewar d . Bachy a em­

phasizea that prayer shJulJ n J t be emµloyed to t his end . 

3a.e.dia ' s thinlcin0 sh 1ws t hi > to b e e. rcaS')fl f:>r man t.o pray . 

Th-3 0 r eatast emphas i s in prayer' is r}l a ce;i upon devotion 

by Bachya. 3ac:dia rten t1.Jns insincere lntentl.)n whi l e pray i ng 

aa a ret=;s'Jn why pra.J 3r ls unaccep t able . He , in no way , elao­

or~t 9s up~n this ~o1nt a5 di d Jac~ya . 



l'he we::; of re~entance 13 a.l ..;iost i dantical in t ha ph llo30-

phi ::?s of bot:i tha s a men. l'raye r, : n the f:n·:; :> f both C')nfe33i::>n 

and suppli cat i )n for for~lve~a s3 , l s an i n te3r a l 'art of 

repentance . 

ing a3 e maans of bes~ecb ine God f or forilven~s3, end Bachya 

a l s o 3u05a3ta fastin5 with prayer . 

The T::lrah 1 3 i mportant with re0ards to pr ayer , ·oath men 

s ay . Saa dla. declPr e s t hat a man who ;>rE,ys anJ. does n ::> t heed 

t he words :if tha T:>ra~ will n o t h av e his ;;ray3r a cce pted. 

oachya t e lls Ll3 tha t thr::>uoh ~be ~ora h we ¥i lll l aarn the d i f fer ­

en t m:ii e ; o f worshi p . 

inti': mention h u:!J i li ty an.l aubmi.:H i )n a3 i mpor·t c:.n t a ttl -

t udes jurin~ pray ~r . 3ince th l~ is a ~es.ns of _ ur1fy 1n~ r 3li-

6 ion , a~c~ya elabora~aa upon it more than 3a ad ia . 

t tere exiat~i l n h i3 i ay aJj itlons , om13 3i ?ns , a...~J nei lib en :e 

i n tee ~raJ:rs . He ~e3irel to correc t t hi s 31tua~i ::>n . r he 

lt:... ':. a r b elie·, ed ln e. 3et Jrdar oecc: ... s e he th:>ueh that a peraon 

c')uld n-J t re:ne::lo a i~ exactly wha t. tJ say sin c e Jna ' s thoughts 

chan~e a J r&~i~ly . 

A mL~o~ ~ol~~ ~ r differ~ c. ~ ~ ~etwee~ 3~aai a ana oachya 

~&3 ~ten t he oes t t i.3 f or :ra 1 ~r ~~a . 3&~i 1E c311eved t he 

early :i:o rnl.n5 :,e : a .. ue it 3h:»11ed a s a.c r i f ic:: )!1 .:r.an's 9a rt 

s l n : e b e ha.1 t. ? r !.3e ee. r ly . 3ac~j'a b~11a·1ei ;ro.1 er t .:> b e :-. ...tr er 
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at night aince there were leas distractions. 

Both men show pra,Jer to be etticacious. 1'be etficac1 ot 

prayer is not limited to the realm of the Divine, but Pra:ter 

alao has its ettect upon man. In the reasoning of Saadia, man 

himaelt must realiza that be must otter onlJ lo.gical. prqera 

not abaurd onea. .And man'a concern for hia fellow Pla:ta a 

role as to whether his prayer la accepted. For BacbJa, 

prayer is efficacious to man because of ita paychological effect 

in that. he must have certain attitudes within before ha can 

attain to the service ot God. 

One distinction noticed between Saadia and BacbJa vaa 

One could predict as to what type ~t prayer Bacb.fa would compose 

b7 his approach to prayer in his philosophy. However, thia 

cannot be said of .Saadia. Prayer seems t o be Just another 

piece fitted into his highly systematic structure ot thought. 

But the composition of his pray&rs bel1esth1s statement tor 

they are deeply moving and emotionally appealing and reveal 

the poetic soul of the man. 

In the tin1:.. l analysis, it must be said tha~ Sa.adia and 

Bachya are quit; d:nilar in their concepts of prayer with the 

main difference betwaen the two lying in the r ealm of emphasis. 

Bachya emphasized prayer as a mean3 of cleansin0 and bolstering 

religion. .3aadia recognized it aa a part ot a lar~er problem, 

religi~n, which he was trying to reconcile with ?hilosophy. 

It might be said that Se.adia approached prayer through the 

logic of tha intellect. Bachya appro~checl it through the logic 
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of the bee.rt. Each h a..i to Jeal wi th it in his .Jwn Pb.rticular 

way in order to C;):r,;ilet. : t he tas~ ha ha .1 set f or himself. 

Pray er t:>day r e ... ains s.s 1 t always was- an outpouring of 

the s : irit of ~an b~ fore hia Cr eator and Maker. I ts forms of 

a4orat1on an:i ;>r c. i3e ax~')raa 3 me.n 1 3 awe at tl-:e c)ntinual r ave­

lati?n of JOd to man in His :r.an; '·:a.ys . I ts sup; licatix~a and 

:"'eti ti )~3 ~x;,!· '.;33 11
n:c11

1 
3 reve ler.ion to Jod", of hls ne3d3 & •• :.i 

;i1S h-:>:;-as . Its for:i: of tha..n!rsgivin5 i s a C.)1: ':. ~:.u.e!l in.3_~ :. .· ··.:.. .:. _.J_ 

. .:i strive both inward and u pward ao that ~.13 life make raflect 

his gr E.ti tuja t 0 God by bec"'.)min~ at one \d th .:iod . ·l'lhen mi:.n comes 

to realize that prayer was crea t ed for h i m anJ n?t for God t han 

i t will be truly effic ac ious . 
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