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DIGEST 

David Philipson (1862- 1949) was one of the most 

powerful and influential rabbis of his day. He began his 

ca reer as a membe r of the first graduating class of Hebrew 

Union College ( 1883). As one of the College ' s first f r uits, 

he was intimate with Isaac Mayer Wise and Max Lilienthal, 

and he developed these relationships to his advantage in 

later years. Shortly after his o rd ination Philipson 

accepted the pulpit of Har Si nai Congregatio n in Baltimore, 

which he served until returning to Cinci nn ati in 1888 to 

lead the Bene Israel Cong r egation. I n Baltimore, Philipson 

received valuable experience and polishing. In Cincin nati, 

he developed into a community figure, a leade r among rabbis, 

and a force in the Reform Movement. As Cincin nati was the 

center of the Reform Movement a nd the home to its 

institutions, Philipson soon enjoyed extensive influence, 

which he maintained throughout his career. In his last 

decades , however, Philipson ' s influence did wane , somewhat. 

As a leader, Philipson was a standardbearer for t he 

Reform Movement. He claimed h is legitimacy through his 

discipleship to Wise and Lilienthal. He eqpecially defended 

the Reform Jewish belief in Jewish universalism , and the 

Jewish mission idea. He picked up this banner early in his 

career and he never relinquished it. Philipson also was a 



power broker to a degree, although he did endeavor to 

maintain a dignified ethicality in his dealings. 

vii 

The corollary to Jewish universalism, anti

nationalism, was primary among Philipson's principles. He 

was fiercely anti-Zionistic, mostly out of a devotion to 

universalism, Americanism, and the belief that no man could 

espouse two nationalities. As an acculturated, Ameri can, 

religious Jew, he could not countenance a Jew claiming 

"Jewish national allegiance." He bitterly opposed Zio nism 

from the pulpit and with his pen , and made activity in the 

anti-Zionist movement his hallmark. 

Philipson was active in the affairs of the Hebrew Union 

College and the Central Conference of American Rabbis, whi ch 

he helped found in 1889. He taught at the College and 

served on its Board of Governors for years. Although he 

aspired to the H.U.C. presidency, he never succeeded in 

winning that post, although for many years he was nearly as 

powerful - or more so - than the president . Philipson did 

serve as C.C.A.R. president (1907-1909) and on the 

Conference Executive Committee for decades. Within the 

circle of his peers he was influentia l , and a member of the 

Conference's inner circle. He was in many re~pects a 

"rabbi's rabbi." 

Philipson was committed to interfaith work and made it 

a significant element in his career. A speaker at the 1893 

Chicago World ' s Fair Parliament of Religions, and an early 
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advocate of the National Conference of Jews and Christians, 

he was integrally involved in many interfaith activities. 

This work meshed with his belief in religious universalism. 

As a writer Philipson was a prolific. although not 

outstanding, scholar . He wrote or edited ten books and 

numerous articles (as well as hundreds of sermons and 

addresses) in his career. His particular interest was the 
I 

history of Reform Judaism, and by far his most significant 

work was The Reform Movement in Judaism . He also wrote 

biographical studies of Max Lilienthal and Isaac M. Wise. 

Although he lacked criticality and was adulatory in his 

writing, Philipson was careful in collecting and arranging 

facts. Philipson was a founder and vice president of the 

American Jewish Historical Society. He also is credited 

with helping to forge the cooperative union of the C.C.A.R. 

and . the Jewish Publication Society which produced the 

English-language, Jevish translation of the Bible . 

David Philipson died on June 29, 1949, while attending 

a convention of the C. C.A.R. 



CHAPTER ONF. 

TllE LIFE OF DAVID PHILIPSON 

Beginnings 

The man who one day would be the Dean of the American 

Reform Rabbinate end the senior statesman of the Reform 

Movement in Judaism began his life amidst very humble 

conditions . Born August 9 , 1862, in Wabash, Indiana, David 

Philipson was the first child of Joseph Philipson, a mail 

carr ier, and Louisa, soon to be a busy homemaker. By his 

own admission, Philipson's early life was not spectacular; 

it was humble, midweste r n , Germen and Jewish.l 

Before long the Philipson family underwent some 

changes: five additional children were born , and the 

Philipson's moved to Columbus, Ohio. With eight mouths to 

feed on a postal carrier's modest wage, the Philipson's 

lived et best a humble life, yet there is no evidence they 

endured ha rdship, either. Additionally, the Philipsons led 

a fa i rly observant Jewish life. David attended Shebbat 

services weekly with his mother, end his father wa s at one 

time a co-president of the Columbus B'nei Brit h lodge . 

Also, Joseph Philipson had been "a Jewish teacher" in 

Sandusky , Ohio , where he once had met the Cincinnati rabbi, 

Isaac M. Wise . 2 Jewishly, therefo re, David Philipson was 

not unexposed or uninvolved as a boy . He would write in his 

diary over half a century later: "How early tradition does 



2 

cling! I entered nothin g in this journal yesterday because 

it was the Sabbath . As a child, I did not write on the 

Sabbath, and although that ma nn er of observa nce has no 

appeal to me now from the rational standpoint , still I 

'"""' 3 re~ from writing on the day .•• " Hebraically, however, 

young Philipson was lacking. In Spring, 1875, he would 

require intensive instruction in the language to become Bar 

Mitzvah. llebrew instruction also became urgent at that time 

in order to prepare the lad for an unexpec ted opportunity 

for advanced J ewish studies.4 

When, in March , 1875 , an i nvitation came to the 

Philipson home to enroll twelve year-old David in the 

incipient rabbinical college in Ci ncinnati, i t represented a 

special opportunity. Not only did it ho l d the promise of 

providing the boy with whet wa s then a quasi-professional 

ca reer end deliver him from some unce rtain future i n a 

business or trade, but it also offered him advancement in a 

world of whi ch he was not unfamiliar: the Jewish world . 

Although Philipson was not schooled in Reform Judaism - that 

would come later - he did have a thirteen year old ' s 

experience of what was then normative American Judaism . 

Overall, the college offer was particularly advantageous, 

for even as a preteen, Philipson evinced a fondness for 

learning. Therefore , this also provided him with the rare 

chance to continue his education into high school and 

further; in that day most children ceased their schooling 

• 



after grade school.5 It was Philipson's "ticket out"; the 

followin g Sep tember he was in Cincinnett. 

The opportunity offered by Hebr ew Union Col lege "'a s 

indeed a redemption, and Philipson ne ither wasted it nor 

f orgot it . Swift ly, Philipson manifested some of his 

3 

gratitude to the College by succeeding academically and 

bringing laurels to the youn g institution. From 1875 to 

1879, Philipson was concurrently enrolled in Ci nc innati' s 

llughes lligh Sc hoo l; at graduation in 1879 Philips on wa s both 

the gold-medalist and the valedictorian of the class. 

Additionally, the class schedule was exceedingly rigo r ous: 

high school o r baccalaureate classes were i n the morn ing a nd 

rabbinic instruction in the afternoon. Yet, Philipson st uck 

it out. Of the original dozen students in his c la ss, Oavid 

Philipson was one of but four who remained eight years in 

the pr og r a m and were eventually ordained.6 Philipson was 

both a fine student and wise enough not to squander his 

golden o pportunity. lie remained grateful to the College all 

the years of his life . ln 1932, in response to 

felicitations from the Hebrew Union College Board of 

Go vernors on his seventieth birthday, Philipson expressed 

his sentiments , paraphrasing a formula of thanksgiving from 

the Passover Hagadah: "What ever service I have been able to 

render has been done with fullness of heart, and in the 

spiri t of Rratitude for what the institution did for me 

durinR my student yeers. 11 7 Philipson's tale, therefore, 
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includes some of the romanti c element: the poor boy receives 
• .a .,.,,,.. 

a ROlden Rift and "makes Rood," and repays society throuRh a 

lifetime of appreciative, honest serv ice. Perhaps Solomon 

Freehof best capt ured the essence of Philipson's 

relationship with H.U. C. and its impact when he wrote in 

1967: 

llis whole personal culture and ca reer 
were made possible by the nascent 
institution in who se very first c lass he 
enrolled as a student . The deep sense 
of Rratitude and devotion which he felt 
for the insti tuti on of Reform Judaism in 
which he became both pioneer and 
beneficiary could not possihly he 
e qualled by our generation which had a 
choice of many other opportunities for 
Rrowth and advancement,8 

David Philioson wa s both a briRht, s uccessful stud ent 

and an un r uly, childish one . He was barely thirteen years 

old in 18 75 when the ColleRe opened , and was the seconrl 

younRest student. BeinR so youn R and so br iAht . he 

na turally and obediently followed his teachers ' o r ders . 

Yet , beinR so you ng and so briRht, he also easily became 

bored, childish and irresponsible . He al s o cou ld be totally 

engaged in the exciting novelty of the experience, and allow 

his youoR, impressionable self to swallow and absorb the 

idea s and purposes of the Col leRe and its personalities. 

All this he did.9 

DurinR the first year Philipson's Rradea and conduc t 

were generally very Rood . As his tenure at the ColleRe 

progressed and Philipson Rrew into his teens, however, this 

... 
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boy who would rise to s uc h high position began to sow his 

oats . His behavior became e rratic and at times unruly, and 

he eve n failed a t est .I O It was difficult fo r Philipso n to 

spend his adolescence in hard study and proper preparation 

for a life devoted to higher ethics and scholarship. 

Sometimes he had to "b l ow off steam" and be " one of the 

boys." This re ached a climax in the fifth year when 

Philipson received at l east two " ze r os " in conduct from 

Solomon Eppinger , t he instructor of Bible. Eppinger wrote 

in his Feb. 29 , 1880 faculty report: " I am sor ry to say that 

the conduct of some of the studen ts especia lly Philipso n and 

Aaron is suc h, tha t usually the lesson is distu r bed by 

them •. • another ' 0 1
•

11 11 Philipson's conduct did not improve 

s ubstantially until his true upperclassman days. Despite 

this diso r de rly quality, Phi l ipson nevertheless showed a 

cha rm a nd potential which endeared him to his mento r s . Yet, 

it ~ould la ter take certain r esponsibi lities , i nfl uences and 

pretenses of the real , East Coast rabbinate t o so ber a nd 

metamorphose _young Philipson. 

Contrary to hi s unruliness , Philipson did form good 

work habits. His lesson books we re carefully organized an d 

painstakingly neat. They r e fle c t the meticulous attention 

to or der and detail ex pec ted from hi s German-Jewish 

upbr i nging, and we re compounded by the influences of the 

German or German-trai ned teachers who i nstructed him . 

Philipson's Arabic trans l ations of biblical texts, for 

.. 



i ns tance , were neatly arranRed into two columns in 

no t ebooks , and h is Latin compositions were equal l y 

fastidiously ar ranRed .1 2 This disciplined devotion to 

o rd er , systematics, a nd careful preparation was to 

characterize Philipso n and his activities for the durat ion 

of his life. The words of the proverb ranR clearly in his 

mind (Prov. 4:13): " Hold fast to discipline : do not let RO: 

Keep it: it is your life. " 

6 

Philipson's life at Hebrew Union Coll eRe also r evolved 

about his fellow classmates. It would be Philipson's 

ete rnal cla im to fame that he wa s one of th e first fou r 

Rraduates of the ColleRe , a distinction wh ich impelled 

Joseph Kr a us kopf , another o ne of the quadrumvirate , to 

desiRnate the RTOUP as. "The only ' fi r s t class ' rabbi s l n 

Ame r icat 11 13 Neve r theless . Phi li pson remained on intimate 

t e rms wit h his fellows , even those who did not com plete the 

proRram . Ma ny yea r s l ater when he was the lone survivo r of 

the Class o f 1883, Ph i l ipson corresponded with his o nce 

favorite partner in mischief . Nathan Cohn . wh o l eft the 

Col l eae before o r di nati on. Coh o was one of a handful of 

i ntimates who cel led Phi lioso n, ' Dave ': " Dear Da ve .• • As a 

c lassma te of vours in our happy day s - on Sycamore Stree t, 

happy despite our little troubles, when you and Henry and 

Joe and Aar on and I lived under the same roof , I ha ve always 

fe lt a deep prid e in the career of yourself and that o f the 

other boys. 11 14 Philipson outlived all of his classmates, 
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and over the years was called upon to memorialize the 

others: his closest friend, Israel Aaron . in 1912: the 

eldest of the four, the fiery , dynamic leader, and 

Philipson 1 s competitor , Joseph Krauskopf , in 1923; and the 

Rentle. conciliatinR spirit , llenry Berkowitz, the followinA 

year. With their passin~, Philipson became by default the 

unanimously a cc laimed Deen of the American Reform Rabbinate . 

The ColleRe ' s bikkurim , its first fruit, comoleted 

their final year end wer e ordained Julv 11 , 1883. His last 

year et H.U.C. seems to have bee n a soberinll. one for 

Philipson. In addition to completinR academic requirements 

at both McMicken University (later the University of 

Cincinnati) and Hebrew Union ColleRe. it was a time for him 

to discover his own limitations. Philipson was the second

younRest member of the class which numbered five until that 

SpriMt , when Fr ederick Hecht , the only senior classman 

younRe r than Philipson. died after a period of illness. 

David Philipson spoke the euloav of the onlv classmate who 

looked up to him as an elder , and one who had been a specia l 

friend: "So younR, so promisinR , to be thus ruthlessly torn 

a way whe n he had almost the cherished goal in his arasp. 11 15 

At ordination Philipson still ha~ not yet reached his 

ma1orit y, and did not feel ready to take a pulpit a nd lead a 

conR r eRation . lie elected t o remain in the safety of 

Cinci nnati , the Col l e a e a nd his t eache r s , and become a n 

instructor at the s c hool . He was not yet confident in his 



task; his Hebrew still suffered (he even had a Hebrew 

spelling error in his ordination speechtl6) and he did not 

yet see himself as a community leader.17 

8 

In the Fall of 1883 Philipson conducted High Holiday 

services in Dallas, Texas - his first congregational 

experience . 18 Upon his return to Cincinnati, he was 

informed by Dr. Wise that he was being dispatched to 

Baltimore to assume the pulpit of Har Sinai Congregation . 

Despite objections, Philipson journeyed East for a trial 

visit, and was soon elected t o the position . This was t o 

bring momentous changes to David Philipson, not the lea s t of 

which was that he was to leave his adopted hometown and the 

presence , physical and spiritual, of his teachers, Isaa c M. 

Wise and the late Dr . Max Lilienthal. 

Aseh l'cha rav ••• Provide Yourself a Teacher •.. or two 

Models for Philipson's Rabbinate 

The earlier move from Columbus to Cincinnati was in 

many ways a culture shock for young Philipson.19 He moved 

from a relatively small midwestern burg, although a 

developing seat: of governme.nt , to a midwestern mercantile 

metropolis; from a city bearing a Jewish commu nity of some 

400 souls to one of about 8-12,000 Jews, a veritable city 

within a city . 20 This certainly was intimidating for the 

bacher, yet the most consequential culture s hock may have 

' been in t he realm of the culture of personality. In 
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Cincinnati Philipson suddenly encountered Jewish elites and 

Rentry , and commandinR rabbinic notable s . The openinR of 

the ColleRe. itself, attracted a parade of diRnitaries 

sufficient to awe and friRhten t he anxious and lntimidated, 

Qreen s tudent-to-be, 2 1 Yet, despit e the numbers of peopl e 

a nd the pageantry surroundinR the ColleRe's b irth, as well 

as the relati ve ly teeming crowds of the ci ty, two personaRes 

stood far abov e all others in their impact and imoort upon 

David Philipson: Dr . Isaa c Mayer Wise , the founder and 

Pr es ident of llebrew Union ColleRe , and Rev, Dr. Max 

Lilienthal , the kind and sta t e ly rabbi of Be ne I s ra el 

Co nRreRa tion. 

It wa s upon Wise's bidding that Philipson came to the 

College , and it was to Wise's presen ce that Philipson first 

arrived on hi s maiden voyage to Cincinnati. In August, 

187 5 , David and his father visited Wise at hi s ne w home fo r 

an "admission interview . 0 Philipson was ne r vous , but Wis e, 

amidst disorgani~ed books, crates end boxes , humbly set the 

boy at ease . 22 This was the beginning of Dr. Wise's 

persona l , paternalistic influence on David Philipson, and it 

began a relationship that lasted well beyond Wise's death. 

Eve n the memory and spirit of his mentor would later quicken 

Philipson's pulse. "Never shall I forget the sweet smi le 

which illumined the face of the man upon whose ~ood will all 

my hopes were dependent •••• Hy fatherly teacher and friend 

never seemed different to me from what he was in that first 

• 
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interview."23 It will be seen that this romanticized lo e 

and image wou ld not remain unchanged. however. Although 

Wise ' s impacts and influences o n Philipson wer e e normo us and 

truly never ceased, they would undergo significant c hange s 

whi ch Philipson, himself , would be at pains to admit, 

publically or privately. Reflecting h is own varied 

exper ience. Philipson woul d co ncede, however: " ••• it is not 

too much to say that his (Wise) is the most i mpr e~sive 

figure i n the hi sto ry of Judaism in the United State s . 11 24 

Philipson wa s never reticent r egarding his relationshi p 

with Isaac H. Wise. He offered in pri nt several 

biog raph ical acco unt s of Wise, and often r eferred to him in 

sermon and epistle . Almost without exception , Philipson 

laudably recounted Wise's fatherly posture and his love, 

until, one might argue, an impenetrable image of "Wi se as 

loving father" was fashioned. lo 1928 Philipson wrote to 

Wise's son , Rabbi J onah B. Wise, in re spon se to the latter's 

published r eflections of Ph i lipson and Wise : 

The beautiful relationship between your 
father and myself could not have been 
better expressed ••• • I of course 
respected him beyond measure as my o ld 
teacher, but still more I loved him as a 
father, and on his part , he always 
shoved for me. the greatest 
consideration.25 

Wise vas especially partial in his affection s for the 

members of H.U.C . 's first class , Philipson often declared. 

He once desc ribed the relationship in this epigram: "A 

spiritual father was he to them and spiritual children vere 

• 
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they to him. 0 26 Furthermore , Philipson revealed all i n his 

1934 Founder's Day address at the Coll eRe: "We of the first 

class seemed t o occupy a special place in his affections . 

He called us his bikkurlm, his s pir itual first bo rn. His 

son once said to me, 'I believe my father is more attached 

to you than to his own children. 10 27 Indeed, the imaRe of 

Wise, et least durinR Pbilipson's student days. wa s of the 

devoted, benevolent patriarch . and Philipson contributed not 

insianificantlv to oublicizina this oortravai. 28 

Phillpson ' s estimation of his mentor was 2oin2 to 

chan2e in later veers when he returned to Cinci nnati to 

assume the pulpit of Bene Israel Conareaation, and to teach 

at Hebrew Union Colleae. Neve rtheless . when as a student 

his viewpoint wa s characteristicallv limited and narrow, and 

later when different mot i vations spu rred him to reflect upon 

and oublish his memories of Wise. Phi l i oson would openly 

venerate and adulate his teacher. He withheld criticism 

from public comment . 

On what basis was it that Philipson, normolly a rather 

perspicacio us thinker , outwardly described his master with 

blinders on his eyes? This seeminRlv uaquestioninR posture 

of reverence for Wise stemmed from Philioson's philosophy of 

history . He believed in the "Greet Man" model of history,29 

in which the mekinR of history's Ar eat moments depends on 

the influences of history's Rreat figures . Philipson saw 

Isaac Mayer Wise as one of those epochal personalities. and 
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at all times his presentation of Wise respected the pedestal 

on which he e nv isioned him. Ce rtainly, Philipson was 

correct in his lofty admiration for Wise: Wise was without a 

doubt the most compellinR Jewish leader and the most 

successful Jewish orRanizer of the late nineteenth ce ntury 

American Jewish world , end Philipson was both fortunate and 

oroud to have had such an intimacy with him. Yet, he 

translated this intimacy and respect into a quasi-worship 

wherein no fault-takinR could be countenanced. lie 

rationalized this perspective in reRards to Rreat leaders: 

"Even the sun has spots , end the weaknesses and pic cadillos 

(?)of a truly Rreat man .•. should not be enlarged upon • . . " 30 

David Philipson would even refer to Wise as one his idols.31 

Surely, later in his career when a new Reneration of 

colleaRues had been trained which knew not the founder and 

co uld but relate to Wise as a revered forefather , Philipson 

had another, perhaps unconsci ous reason for fosterinR 

mytholoRization of his teacher. At this stage . Philipson, 

too , was somewhat a relic of a byRone era, and was 

essocia~ed with Wise even though the two actually were of 

different generations. This association, at one point, was 

so sweepinR and Rene r ally uncontroverted that in a 

testimonial to Philipson, his colleaRue Dr. Joseph Rauch 

could p r oclaim: "Paraphresi nR a Talmudi c dict um it may be 

said that David Philipson, Isaac M. Wise e nd Reform Judaism 

are one. 11 32 With such an association rampan t in the minds 
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of Reform Jews and others . wo u ld not it behoove Philipso n to 

e l e vate the status of Wise in the common my th o lOAY• thereby 

elevatinR his own status , as we ll ? Philipson ' s uniQue, 

i ntimate connection to the great Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise was , 

in part , his claim to fame. It had to be nurtured. 

Hence , for Philipson, Isaac M. Wise was not only a 

beloved, fatherly teacher and later a model and helper in 

the rabbinate , but he also was a springboard to fame. As 

long as Wise was ali ve and Philipson was in Cincinnati , the 

two saw one anothe r regularly and were , to a degree , 

confidants. Philipson's archives contains few letters 

between the two , fo r they walked and tal ked to~ethe r and had 

few occasions for co r respondence. The v liv-ed and worked 

within blocks of one another. and Philipson was of ten a 

Ruest at Wise ' s home.33 Wise con tinued to be his teacher. 

Once the se nior ra bbi died. however, the field was ooen for 

my t holoRization, and fo r Philipso n to sta nd upon Wise's 

sho ulders. 

I n private, however, Philipson at times harbored a 

disenchanted view of Wise . This Rrew as a result of 

diffe r ences the two men encoun t ered followinR Philipson's 

1888 return to Cincinnati. After describin2 the issues of 

contention in his d iarv. Ph ilipson once wro te o f Wise . " ••. I 

thou Rht him one of the su pe r ior beinRs but ha ve found him to 

be only common c lay. An ideal has been shattered . 11 34 

S tan ley Chvet termed Philioson's seemi n2lv cont r adictory 
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presentations of Wise - the public adulation and the private 

lamenting - as example of biographical revisionism, and 

suggested the irony of the phenomenon: the very promulgator 

of the Wi se myth would be consciously " ••• less than fra nk i n 

his public appraisals of Wi s e. 11 35 Nevertheless, in hi s 

later days the myth would be more important to Philipson 

than was the pain suffered in watching the fallen angel 

striking earth. 

Aside from the mythical element, Isaac Wise also was 

very mu ch Philipson's teacher and mentor. Philipson 

received his first and enduring indoctrination in Reform 

Judaism from Isaac M. Wi se and the other teacher s at the 

College. Wi se preached his s trong devo tion to Americanism 

and to Jewi s h univer salism, ul timately to the flowering of 

an American Judaism;36 Philipson cou ld not help but soak it 

in. It will be seen that he later repeated and preached 

much of Wise's classic Reform Jewish program on these 

issues, and in most other facet s of Reform Judaism. 

Differences are often more revealing a nd interesting 

than similarities. One area of Jewish teaching i n which 

Philipson did disagree · with Wise was in their views on the 

authorship of the Bible. Wise was quite the traditionalist 

in this concern: he subscribed to the traditional c oncept of 

the Sinaitic revelation claiming that the Bible was 

transmitted by God to Moses' hand.37 Philips~n, especially 

af ter his tenure in Baltimore where he briefly studied 



semitics at Johns Hopkins Uni versity \olith Pau l Ha upt , an 

acti ve pr oponent of hiRher biblical criticism, came to 

disaRree with Wise. Philipson \olrote in 1934: "I recall 

a n o t h e r t i me w h e n h o·l d i n g u p a v o 1 um e o f Pa u 1 II a u p t ' s 

po l yc hrome edition of th e Pe ntateuch he cal led i t rather 

contemptuou sly the st riped Bible . lie had abso lutely no 

patience with what he cons id e r ed the vaRaries of the so 

called hiRher biblical criticism. 11 38 Yet , Philipson 

desc ribed his own contr adictory philo sophy , revealinR his 

own impatience with the r iRiditv of the othe r s: "Ev ery 
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student of the Bible knows that \olhat is called the Bible is 

not one book by one author but a col lectio n of books whose 

a u tho r s hip exte ods ove r centuries . 11 39 There is no evidence 

that in this matter Philipson ever openly clashed with his 

r esoected teacher. yet they clearly did not see eve to eve 

in th is reRarrl. a lt houAh the mythmakers wou ld pr etend that 

they did .40 This was probably one of those issues for which 

the un wr itten protocols warned: "hands off. " 

In all. despite the difference of opinion and the spats 

which developed, Phil ipson did have an ho nest . deep 

app r eciation for h i s fi rst t eacher . In later. troubled 

days. Philipson would reverent ly recall his memories of 

Wise, and r eco r ded them in the privacy of his diary: 

When all is said Wise was a prac ti ca l 
idealist . his feet trod the earth but 
hie head reac hed the atars: he was 
dreamer and doer : he fouRht a Rreat 
fiRht and he won; he was fortunate in 
his life and fortunate in his death: he 



lived in the glorious nineteenth 
century. he died on the threshold of the 
twentieth and was saved all the 
heartbreak and disillusionment of the 
dreadful post-bellum years in which we 
are now living. Happy indeed he in his 
living and his dying. His memory is a 
blessingt41 
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David Philipson's relationship and appreciation fo r his 

second, perhaps more profound mentor , was dissimilar from 

that of his feelings for Wise: Philipson se ldom vacillated 

in his great affection for Max Lilienthal o r in hi s se lf 

identification with Lilienthal.4la David Philipson had two 

great rabbini c mentors i n his early days i n Ci nci nnati: he 

revered and respected the first, Wise, but he l oved and 

modeled himself after the second, Max Lilienthal. 

It is unfortunate that Max Lilienthal died in April, 

1882. a year before Philipson and his classmates were 

ordained . Should he have lived, it would have been 

i nterest i ng ~o see how this stately , cultured rabbi would 
' 

have continued his influence on Philipson and the embryonic 

native American rabbinate. 

Lilienthal was a brilliant university trained 

rabbitdiplomat, having received his Ph.D. from the 

University of Munich and his smicha from the yeshiva of Wolf 

Ham~urger in Fuerth. H~ circulated among Germany's Jevish 

intellectual elite of the 1830's, and it was upon the famed 

journalist Ludwig Philippson's unwitting recommendation in 

1839 that young Lilienthal was secured by Count Uwaroff. the 
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Russia n Minister of Education , to " modernize " the Jewish 

schoo l of RiRa. Uwaroff's eventual pu rpose wa s to c o nv ert 

Lilien thal and have him co-opt the Jews of Russia i n to a 

mass conver sion scheme. DisRus t ed with the ultimate turn of 

events, the pri nci pled Lilienthal lef t for America in 1845 

wh ere he s hor tly was elected rabbi of t hree Ne w York City 

synaRORUes, and wa s styled "Chief Rabbi" of New York. In 

1855 the leaders of Cincinna ti's Bene Is r a el ConRreRa ti o n 

secured Lilienthal for their pulpi t . and the ra bbi's 

mid weste r n ca ree r was launched . 42 

It is clea r that the two Cinci nnati rabbis. Wise a nd 

Lilienthal, were opposites in so many r espects. Wise was 

b r as h, Lilienthal r efined and Re n teel: Wise was bu t 

dubiously en academic o r rabbinic diplomate, Lili enthal 

possessed deRree s f r om hiRh ly r espected sources: Wise was 

the controversial builder a nd dreamer, Lilienthal would be 

kno wn as the peacemaker and concil iato r. Despite thei r 

differences, however, the two wo r ked to2ether for the 

a dvancement of Judaism in Ci nc i nna ti , a nd they s har ed a 

common l o ve f o r America, dedication to r efo rm in Juda i sm , 

a nd very importantly, a mutual respect for o ne enothe r.4 3 

It was i nto th e lap s of th ese men t fiat Philipson truly 

liRhted when he arrived in Cinc innati . AlthouRh Wise was to 

be the maRnetic power and force on Philipson, Lilienthal was 

destined to be Philipson's spiritual and rabbinic model. 

Philipson de veloped a profound love for Lilienthal which ca n 



be distilled from the dedication of his 1915 biography of 

Lilienthal: "This volume hes been prepared as a tribute of 

affection end admiration to the memory of my never-to-be

forgotten teacher and predecessor in office. 11 44 What was 

the source of this bonding, and what were its effects? 
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David Philipson and Mex Lilienthal shared a certain 

''chemistry . 11 Philipson r ecorded in his diary on the SOth 

anniversary of Lilienthal's death, "I was a favo rit e of his 

and for a time was a regular weekly dinner guest on Friday 

evening in his home."45 Among the many youths at the 

College, Philipson became the most endeared to Lilienthal 

such that the great rabbi purportedly once said: "If I had 

the privilege of selecting my own successor, l would name 

young Philipson , of the Rebrew Union College ."46 Philipson 

was quite a fixture at the feet of his teacher, Lilienthal, 

spen din g much time in his presence. 

When Philipson enfered H.U.C. he vas young and 

impressionable, and he cert ai nly became awestruck by the 

tall, dignified figure of Li1ienthal. To the humble son of 

a Columbus mailman, he r e was the form to which to aspire! 

!h.!!. was the real opportunity of H.U.C. and the rabbinate: 

with proper schooling, polish, hard wqrk and good fortune, a 

Jew - even a rabbi - could rise to a place of dignity and 

civ ic rank. Philipson was young, impressionable and 

impressed; how much the more Philipson must have been 

affected when Lilienthal took a reciprocal liking t o the 
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briRht hoy who was overflowinR with promise! Thus. it is 

not at ell uncanny that Philipson's later career amazinRlY 

mirrors Lilienthal ' s: in stature and posture . in relations 

with the Rentile and municipal world s . in reRards fo r 

America. in philosophy and ideali sm . in leadership role s . 

even in teachinR homiletics and history at Hebrew Union 

ColleRe and fillinR Lilienthal's puloit at Bene Israel, 

Philipson was very much the reflection of Max Lilienthal . 

Sur ely. periodically in his career when Philipson was faced 

with a problem and he would ask himself , as every younR 

rabbi o r professional does at some t ime . " !low would my 

teacher handle this?" Philipson may really have been 

ponderinR : !low would Rev . Dr . Lilienthal respond here? 0 

For Philipson , Lil i enthal stacked up as a mo re 

pr opitious rabbinic model than did Wise. In pub lic life 

Lilienthal had the Rrea t respect of the gene ral Cincinnati 

citizenry: Wise was more parochially limited to the Jewish 

communi t y.47 This was important to Philipson who , until 

coming to Cincinnati, had lived predominantly i n s maller 

communities and amonR gentiles. Later it would be 

Philipson's hallmark, as it had been Lilienthal's, to be 

equally or more respected and admired by the Rentile 

community than by the Jewish community . Although Wise 

enjoyed a national prominence which Lilienthal did not, thi s 

was not important to the young Philipson. His perspective 

was still quite provincial: he only knew a portion of 

. " 
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America's Midwest and he would not see any more of America 

until his 1883 trip to Dallas. All the more for Philipson, 

the local prominence of Lilienthal ranked hi~her than the 

national fame of Wise. Only later would Philipson aspire to 

and Rain a nat ional role for his rabbinate. Fi nally , 

Lilienthal appeared every inch the cultured , lea rned 

rever end . He was e r udite in matters outs i de of Judaism, and 

was respected for hi s learninR. Philipso n wa s briRht and 

would easily fit into the imaRe of the rabbi-scholar. 

AlthouRh Wise, too, was brilli ant and educated (even if he 

lacked the credentia ls). his brilliance rad iated more in tho 

worldly. baser vadam cateRories; he wa s never mistaken for 

the German, university trained scholar. The book-lovinR 

Philipson naturally Rravitated to Lilienthal. It has be e n 

said of Philipson and Lilienthal, " They were two peas in a 

pod."48 

David Philipson's rabbinate, in nearly every matte r, 

found a precedent in that of Max Lilienthal. Still more, as 

a oroper disciple, Philipson was Lilienthal' s bio~rapher . 

and he had the opportunity to chronicle his master's life 

and color it in "Philipson-Ian" shades.49 To do so was in 

consonance wi t h his "Great Han" philosophy of history. To 

not a small deRree, Philipson's bioRraphies of Lilienthal 

appear somewhat autobioRraphical of Philioson: the 

particular circumstances chanRed but the philosophical 

foundations were identical. Philioson was a most ardent. 
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fervent lover of America and defende r of America n ideals. 

So was Li l ie nthal. as Philioson wrote: "Never was there a 

man mo r e zealous in his love of Ame r ica and all that this 

cou ntrv reoresented than wa s Max Lilienthal. This wa s a 

oassion with him. 11 50 Phil ioso n a l so orided himself on bein2 

a conci l iator in Jewis h matte r s and with re2ard to 

2entiles . 51 So, too , was Lilienthal, as Philipson wr o te: 

" ••• he was, above all , a man of oeace a nd in the manv bitter 

conten t io ns that ma rred the r e l ations of the r eform le a de rs. 

in t he thi r d ouo rt e r o f the nineteenth c~ntu rv, Lilien tha l 

stood ou t as the oeace-maker •. • 11 5 2 And: " ••• Dr. Lilienthal 

was a ve rit ab l e messe n2er of oea ce in a dva ncing the cA use of 

fe ll owshi o amon2 the various denominations. Never has t he r e 

been a me n in the A me r ic~n Jewish ou l oit who has oe r fo rmed 

f iner service in thi s re~ard. 11 53 Finally. Philioson found a 

precurso r in Lilienthal f or hi s own unceasi n2 universalistic 

J udaism and its exo re ssion: " The univ e rsali sm of Judaism 

formed •• • the burden of his o r eachinit and his teac.hinit. ' 1 54 

Lilienthal's def in itio n of the American Jew , "In c r eed a 

monot heist , in descent a Hebrew, Israeli te or Jew. in a ll 

other l>Ublic or private rel ations , an American Citizen. 11 55 

was di ttoed by Philioson's motto: We are Jews in r eliRion, 

and Americans in na tionality ••• 11 56 

Early in his li fe Philioson set up Max Lilienthal as 

his ideal. a nd he rema ined faithful in his strivinRS towards 

that ideal thro uRhout his lonR rabbinate. Because 
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Lilienthal died before Philipson was ordained and before the 

two c ould st r ide side-by-side in colleagueship (end before 

Philipso n had en opportu nity to see any fallibility i n 

Lilienthal, as he saw in Wise), Lilienthal never plummeted 

from hi s high, idealistic station in Philipson's adoring 

sight. Philipson was lef t free both to follow Lilienthal ' s 

path and to nearly quixotically romant icize and adulate his 

teacher. 

Lilienthal ' s unwitting rol e as an ideal o r model was 

very significant . Hebrew Union Col leg e was then preparing 

to release upon American Jewry the first co rps of Ameri c an 

trained rabbis , and these men need ed images of the rabbinate 

whi c h they c ould e mulate. The Co llege and Ci ncin nati 

offered two cho ices: Wise and Lilienthal. Many of t he 

s tudents undoubtedly also had other mentors elsewhere, as 

Philipso n also did . Out of these models , in part , would 

come Ameri ca n Jewry' s f uture spiritual leaders. 

Lilienthal ' s influence , therefore, was fer vaster than at 

first realized: as long as David Philipson, one of the first 

H.U.C. products, would himself model the American rabbi to 

later generations of R. U;C. students and graduat es,57 then 

Lilient hal's mold would be in effect. Philipson would 

eulogize Lil ienthal as the inadvertent , but noble paradigm 

of the American rabbi; he subtitled his biography of 

Lilienthal , "American Rabbi," and be wrote therein: ''This 

was the ideal he ever held before him; Amer i can rabbi was he 

• 
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in everv sense of the world, interpretin~ the teachinRs of 

prophetic Judaism in the terms of American a spi ration, and 

RlorifyinR the Jewish name end Jewish truth in the eves of 

all the people. 11 58 In truth, this wa s the ideal - and the 

practical manifestation - which Philipson ever held before 

himself: Max Lilienthal es the prototypical and oaradi~matic 

American rabbi. whose for m Philioson would perpetuate. 

It is interestina, therefore, that the popular 

mytholoRv fostered an imaRe of Philip son followin~ in Isaac 

Wise's oath, not Lilienthal's . 59 As mentioned. this was 

pRrtially enRendered by Ph ilipson. and it se rved a definite 

purpose . Furthermore, in death Wise left a clearly visible 

path and an unchallenRed position of power . Lilienthal left 

only a loving ima~e. Through Wise, Cincinnati had claimed 

the heRemony in the world of liberal American Jewry . When 

Wise died in 1900, that hegemony was already movinR to New 

Yo~k City, but as long a.s the College. the Union of American 

Hebrew ConRreRations and the Central Confer ence of American 

Rabbis were fully situated in the Ohio city , then Cinc innati 

would conti nue to exert influence. A person was needed to 

fill Wise's place, end the onry candidate was Philipson. 

AlthouRh he perpetuated Lilienthal' s image and strove to 

meet Lilienthal's ideal. Philipson found himself somewhat in 

Wise's vacant seat. 

A final ouestion ouah t to be asked reaardina David 

Philipson's entry into the rabbinate: Did he want to be a 
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r a bbi? What motivated him? Nothing suggests t hat , prio r to 

r eceiving Wise' invitation to attend the Co llege, Philipson 

had any dream o r desire of be coming a rabbi , I t is most 

proba bl e that o nce he had the oppo rtun ity to do so, and once 

he began t he process in th e exciting city , he quickly became 

sold on the idea . Furthermore , Lilie nthal ' s approval and 
/ 
me nto r ship , as well as the regular Friday nights at 

Lilienthal' s home , certai n ly con vinced you ng Philipson of 

hi s potent i al, and confi r med the path. Philipson never 

looked bac k upon his choice to enter the rabbinate, only 

upon some decisions he made within it . One decision which 

he never qu estioned in hind sigh t, was Isaac Maye r Wise ' s 

naming him fo r the Har Si nai pul pit in Baltimo re. It was 

New Year's Da y , 1884,60 that David Philipson arrive d in 

Bal ti mor e, taking wi th him the best in training and a dvice 

wit h which his teachers could p r o vide him. 

Hiney ma tov •• • Ho w Good it Was •• • 

Har Si nai Congregation, Ba lt imor e, 1884- 1888 

The Ba ltimo r e Jewish community which David Philipson 

e ncountered that first week of Januar y , 1884, was i n many 

respec t s an ideal s ituati o n for the neophy t e r a bbi. 

Re ligiously, the community was mostly a l iberal German 

Jewish enclave similar to Ci nc i nnati , com promisi ng some 

10 ,000 Jewa. 61 It was served by five major congregations: 

Philipson's rad ical reform Har Sinai Congregation, the more 



25 

moderately reform congregations, Baltimore llebrew a nd Oheb 

Shalom, and the orthodox shuls, Ch izuk Amuno and the F.de n 

St r eet Shul. There were other, little r orthodox synagog ues , 

as well.62 

The generally acclaimed Jewish re ligio us leader of the 

c i ty was Rabbi Benjamin Szo ld o f Oheb Sh alom, one of t he 

gedo la i hador, and a nat ional figure.63 Szo ld was a more 

traditionally-mi nded reformer, although histo r ica l ly he is 

ca lled a co nse rvative,6 4 and had not yet dev elo ped 

antipathies towards I saac M. Wise and his school. In fac t, 

Szold gave the openi ng address at the first ordination of 

rab bis at H.U. C., half a year ea rlier when Da vi d Philipson 

was ordained.65 lie could s erve as a model f or Philipson . 

Rabbi A. S. Bettelheim officiated a t Baltimore Hebrew 

Congregation, and Ph ilipson apparently f ou nd litt l e of value 

to l ea rn from him.66 The orthodox ra bbis i ncl ud ed t he aged, 

sc holarly Henry Hochheimer at Eden Str eet Shul whom 

Ph ilipso n and the general Jewish community venerated, and 

Henry Schneeberger of Chizuk Amuno, a n orthodox-pri nci pled, 

native-American rabbi with whom Phili pson a l s o go t along 

peaceably.67 Overall, the rabbinica l community which 

Phi lipson was joining was well-balanced .67 Additionally, i n 

1884 there were still less t han a handful of a utochthonous 

American rabbis, of wh i ch Baltimore's Teutonic Jewry could 

i ronically claim two; this strikes a revealing commentary on 

• 



the relativ e ly advanced Americanization of this German 

Jewish community. 
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Organizationally, Baltimore Jewry also wa s well 

outfitted. In the two decades between the Civil War and 

Philipson's arrival ther e, the city ' s Jews had established 

supplementary religiou s s ch ools in their synagogues, and 

all-day sc hools, as well. A plethora of Jewish charitable 

or ganizations and institutions were operatin g , and Jewish 

social clubs also flourished.68 The years followin g the 

Ci vil War saw the city and its Jews fare well ; the thrivin g , 

po s tbellum, rebuild ing economy and the resultant spirit o f 

r elative prosperity foste r ed gene r al ly amicable Jewish 

relations and o ptimism.69 lsaac Fein , the historian of 

Baltimore Jewry, wrote, "The growin g prosperity of t he city 

wa s amply reflected among Baltimore Jews, quite a number of 

wh om became wealthy and ceased to feel like immig rants. In 

this prosperous atmosphere communal dissensions steadily 

decreased, and despite occasional rift s the forces working 

for unity prevailed. 11 70 

This wa s the general Jewis h milieu that the young, 

American musmakh was entering. It was as if tailor-made for 

the still-untried idea l ist who was but twenty-one years of 

age . All in all, the young Philipson was incredibly 

fortuitous: fo r his inaugural pulpit be unwittingly, nay, 

nearly unwillingly, but fortunately, happened into a nicely 

self- sustaining community which was remarkably free of 
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discord and dissension,71 Philipson's tenure in Baltimore 

was generally happy, and it is not surprising that he alway s 

would have a fond place in his heart for Baltimore, her 

Jews, and Har Sinai Congregation . 

Of Ba ltimore ' s congregations in 1884. Har Sinai was the 

most Germanophi le,7 2 as well as the most ra dically reform, 

having been establ ished ex nihilo in 1842 as a reform 

congregation in protest to orthodoxy.73 By the time of 

Ph ilipson ' s arrival, it could hoast of great ra bbis who had 

filled its pulpit, including David Einhorn and Emil G. 

Hirsch, and wealthy, learned laymen who conducted its 

affairs. As an institution , the generation-old t em ple 

maintained a unique, established position in Baltimore 

Jewry: it clung to its claim to fame as the "Einhorn 

congregation," and its members were styled the "t emp l e 

people,"74 These designations reflect the strong devotion 

to the r eform J udaism of David Ein horn which the Har Sinai 

congregants still maintained. 

In the years prior to David Philipson's arrival in 

Bal timore . liar Sinai had suffered from di scontinuity in 

rabbinic leadership . There had been four rabbis in the two 

a nd a half decades since Eirthorn's prese~ce at Har Sinai; 

Philipson would be the sixth rabbinic inc umbent to lead the 

congregation.75 In contradistinction to this era of 

rabbinic change, the laity in the same period had grovn 

secure and established . Har Sinai's congregation included 

• 
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many long-time members from the uptown elite gentry , 

including the Rayners and the llutzlers, as well as thinkers 

and activists such as Max Sue ro, Joseph Simpson, and later, 

Jacob Hollander.76 Although the congregation had fewe r t han 

one hundred members in January, 1884, its lay leaders were 

solid.77 They were ready and eager to support the fledgling 

rabbi, as Phil ipson wrote: 

"I fel t that my lot had fallen in 
pleasant places. The people really took 
me to their hearts. They came to see my 
in my abode. I was invited out 
constantly for meals. I was very happy 
in this , my first rabbinical position. 
The president , William L. Wolfe, and his 
fine wife, treated me as a son , as did 
many others. 11 78 

David Philipson enjoyed en auspicious beginning to a signal 

career. 

Although young and thoroughly inexperienced, 

Philipson ' s rawness would soon pass as he "hit the ground 

running" upon his arrival in Baltimore . The inexperience 

began fadi ng on January 5th when he preached his inaugural 

se rmon in Engl ish , which was laden with lofty aspirations 

and dutiful deference to the lingering spirit of David 

Einhorn, and when he delivered his ina ugural German sermon 

one week later.79 Also~ Philipson's first week saw him 

begin to rejuvenate the Sabbath S~hool, ar r ange to take 

classes in semitics with Paul Haupt at Johns Hopkins 

University, and begin new, lasting friendships . SO The 

youthful visage also was hopefully shed - or cov ered up -

• 
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when Phi l ipson decided early on to ~ row his characteristic 

goatee . "The congr e gat ion were so much older than I , I had 

to raise a beard to ge t some respect," Phil i pson remembered 

in 1949 . 81 

Philipson enjoyed a comfortable "honeymoon period " in 

Ual ti more which was the result of seve ral factors. li e was a 

novelty, not only as the new rabbi at the fashionable 

temple , but because of his youth , his beinr. a native 

American , and most importantly, due to his rec e nt ordination 

as one of the College 's and American Jewry ' s bikkurim. 

Philipson began his r nbbinic ca re e r (and later would end it) 

as a symbol . lie rep r esented to East Coast Jewry the product 

a nd the hopes of Hebrew Union College . lle re was living 

evidence of the Cincin nati expe riment , and Philipson as well 

as his classmates was quite awa re of the challen~ e to bring 

acceptance to the young school. Philipson would wr ite , no t 

hyperbolically , " The ultimate s uccess of the venture was 

largely in thei r keeping • . • • The future of the llebrew Union 

College lay in great measure in their hands . ••82 To a not 

insignifica n t degree , the College ' s fate ~ in the hands of 

its pr oducts ; in thei r success or failure the College also 

s ucceeded or failed . Fo r tunately , none of the four 

stumb l ed, and three eve ntually would attain national 

promine nce . Ph i l ipson not only was conscious of his 

symbolic, r epresen t ative r ole, but he r evelled in it. Ile 

was an Isaac Wise pr oduct in the Ei nho rn t er r ito r y ; he was 
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unique et East Coast rabbinic meetings ; he accepted speaking 

engagements; he receive d several invitations to fill other 

pulpits ; he grew in sta ture relative to the American 

rabbinate. Philip son not only symbolized the native 

American rabbinic enterprise, but before lon g he would be 

one of its models. In Baltimore, therefore, he eagerly set 

to work , and his Har Sinai cong r egants equally eagerly 

tu rned out to hear and support him. 

At first , Philipso n's Baltimore rabbinate properly 

revolv ed about his congregational duties: preachin g , 

teaching , and life cycle tasks, to all of which his 

congregants initially responded well, He devoted much time 

to his preachin g and lecturing. In accepting the liar Sina i 

pulpit, Philipson struck an agreeme nt to preach thrice a 

month in Rnglish a nd once in German , which was opposite to 

the minhag which had p r eviously prevailed . 83 Th i s , in 

itself, revealed both the level of Americanization in the 

congregation , and the developed "American'' image in which 

the rabbi was held, and held himself . Attendance at Shabbat 

services r emai ned st rong into Spring, 1884, and did not 

decline following the initial period of novelty.84 This 

certainly supported Philipson, who found the beginning and 

the transition to the full-time professional rabbinate quite 

rocky, despite the warm reception he received in Baltimore. 

By early s ummer, Philipson had worked so hard and 



fatiguing ly that he required a rest at the Jersey shore to 

recuperate form a "nervous breakdown. 11 85 
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Philipson's preaching and lecturing followed fairly 

regular patterns. The English/G erma n routine was maintained 

until sometime in Summer, 1884, when he cea sed t o delive r 

the monthly German homily. This was probably on the mutual 

ag reement of the rabbi a nd the congregation; although fairly 

ski lled in German, Philipson still had to work extrA to 

fashio n a good Ge r man sermon , and whereas the Ce rm a n

speaking congregants undoubtedly ap prec iat ed - or tolerated 

- Philipson's effo rt s , those co ng r egants who we r e unl ea rnecl 

in the tongue would stay away on the "German Sabba th." 

Switching to English wottld satisfy the greater sha r e . 86 

Philipson's se r mons almost always were textually based in 

the weekly Torah portion or haftarah reading , with wh lch he 

invariably began his messages . llis themes were basically 

ethic~l and philosophical, and attempted to inspir e his 

listeners to consider the higher human values . Only later 

in his naltimore rabbinate did Philipson discover the 

courage to chal l enge his congregants, to introduce 

controversy or to moralize , or even to inveigh on a Jewish 

matter . 87 Philipson once rhetorically asked in an early 

sermon: "What is the pr eacher's purpose?" to which he 

answered , to " ••• combine the ideal with the practical and 

the practical with the ideal • • • which teach how to live • •• "88 

Genera l ly at first, Philipson's spiri tual messages expressed 

r 
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a simple, nai ve view of the human and Jewish condition. 

These changed wit h time. 

La t er, in his second and third years in Baltimo r e , 

Philipson ' s no velty was dissipati ng , a nd althou gh he was 

gi vi ng we l l-received lecture series on Jewish history and 

eth ics (t hroughou t his Har Sinai rabbinate Philipson ' s 

lecture series were generally very s uccessful), service 

attenda nce was falling and the young rabb i face d his fi r st 

leadership c ri sis . He responded with strong, pr incip l ed 

sermons , and probably with private, conce rn ed discussions 

with his lay leadership. In se r mons he discountenanced t he 

behavior of some in his co ngregation: "They leave the house 

of wor s hip, criticize the music, pass comments upon the 

sermo n whether favorable o r the reverse( ?) and t hi nk their 

duty accomplished •• .• The congrega ti on must take some active 

part in the service ••• • In c ommencin g the s econd year of my 

activity here ••• l hope that we will gradually move fo rward 

and from the younger eleme nt arouse a like interest in the 

older • •• ••89 The matter did not settl e itself, fo r less than 

a year later a more confident, yet reproa chful Philipson 

preached• aga i n, in a very chiding tone: 

Let us not comfort ourselves with the 
pleasan~ thought that our congregation 
is standing on a fa r better footing than 
it has in many years past. Let us 
remove the scales from our eyes and 
looking beyond the fa i r illusions of 

Ape face things as they are. For the 
st fev Sabbaths in fact since the 
lidaya I ha~e noticed to my sorrow 
at the number of our members attending 

•• 

/ 



divine service has grown not beautifu lly 
but painfully less and less •• •• 
Why on Sabbath after Sa bbath do the 
em pty pe ws stare t he preacher in t he 
face? Why do his words fall on wood a nd 
c ushions and disturb no one there ? 
• • • Why am I compelled to feel. Sabbath 
after Sabbath , as if we were almost 
a cting a fa rc e here ••. 
Walk down Baltimore S t . o r a ny business 
st reet i n this city and the hour s 
s upposed t o be dev oted to re st and 
s piritual elevation a r e given to unrest 
a nd mate r ia l degra dation • • •• 
If yo u as a commu nity fir ml y believe 
tha t this day is the Sabba th then rest 
o n it a nd make it a Sabba th •••• 
Ther e is not a man nor a woman of thi s 
co ngregational body who cannot if he or 
she will s pend here an hour or an ho ur 
and o ne half o n Sa bbath mo rn ing •••• 90 

Philipson conclu ded with e da ri ng pr oposition , laying his 

posi t io n on the line: 

If you will not be edified and r ejoiced 
by t his union with your own every week 
in the house of God no word or complaint 
s hall mo re be heard from this pulpit 
bec ause of t he non attendance of 
wo r s hip •••• 
The proverb (P rov . 2 1 :2 : Phi li pson 
e rroneousl y recorded it as Pro v. 20 : 2) 
s ays every way of a man seemeth r igh t in 
his own eyes; does this way seem right 
to you?9 1 

I t i s uncertain how t his matt e r c oncluded , but it is 

probable that atte nd a nc e impr o ved somewha t: no mo re was 

publically heard from Phili pson on this matter while at 

Bal t imore. Aside f r om the immediate effects of inspirin g 

his f lock, this episode und oubted ly helped Philipson' s 

rabbinic self-image and proved t o him hi s own courage and 
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fealty to pr i nciple, as well as his willingness t o ope nly be 

• 



the spir i tua l leader. Two years later Philipson confided 

private ly in his diary regarding th e same issue, and 

admit ted a trou bling con und rum: '' • •• true solid mo r al 

instruction from t he pul pit i s what our age needs , but to 

bring a l l to hea r it is the pr oblem • •• As lo ng as Sunday 

lectu r e s o r a ny othe r days lectures wil l fill the necrl let 

us not have t he (Sabbath) servi c e . •. •• 9 2 This was a never

resolved problem; two years later in Cincin na ti Pl1ilipson 

would recant this position . 
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While i n Baltimore Da vid Philipson endured his first 

personal sufferings, whic h also he l ped to matu rate the young 

man. In his family , Philipson was closest to his mot her, of 

whom he once wrote, " . . • all that I am I owe to my angel 

mother . •• 93 He was the apple of her eye: the eldes t of her 

children who shared with he r the same birthday. As a 

st udent i n Cincinnati David often would vi sit hi s family on 

ho lidays , and served d uti full y as the eldest so n. Once 

se ttled in Baltimore , Philipson regularly corresponded with 

his mother, who claimed to have spoi led David by her weekly 

l ette r s . Her dea th in October, 1884 , was a blow to David , 

who had just turned 22 years o ld. He wou ld always remember 

her, and set her on a pedestal as the eshet chay il,94 a 

similar pedes t a l to the one on which he would s hortly plac e 

his wife . 

Philipson also s uffe r ed peri od i c depressions while in 

Bal timore, a cond i tion whi c h would cont inue thrpughout his 
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life. This melancholy was aside from his Spring, 1884 , 

nervous collapse and it obviously troubled Philipson. In 

the particularly difficult Wint e r of 1888 Philipson brooded: 

"What are these states of despondency that overtake one 

without any seeming cause? ... Why sho uld we expe rience any 

such sensation? Everythin g s hould have its proximate cause . 

For this I can imagine non e . 11 9 5 After rearranging his study 

to ge t mo re s unlight , Philipson wrote: " The cure for 

depres s ion is such bright s urr oundin gs ."96 A sensitive man 

who by dint of his r abbin i c d~ties and his self-appointed 

charge to remain a Jewish, Panglossian optimist, David 

Philipson allowed himself few outlets for s adnes s , 

depression or disillusionment. Philipson's diaries, wh en 

kept, bor e a large brunt of these passions. To a psycho

histo r ian, Philipson's periodic melancholy coupled with his 

seemi ng ly unbridled optimism , especially in h is later, 

s omewhat defeated years, would make en interesting 

investig a t ion: this is all the more interesting in that the 

condition appeared right from the start. To the amateur, 

Phil ipson may evince a manic-depressive nature , which 

naturally would fuel both his enormous drive and energy , es 

well as his sourness, self-absorption and severity. 

Another aspect of Philipson's character which began to 

blossom in Baltimore was his cultured, stately, solemn, 

controlled presence as a dignified rabbi. In addi tion to 

the goatee he grew to gain respect, Phi lipson also 

.. 
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established himself by acquiring an air of gentlemanliness . 

What brought about this transformation of the unruly, 

uncultured, Midwestern st udent into a nouveau-East Coast 

sophisticate? Many factors were involved , not the least of 

which wa s David Philipso n' s need to comp e nsate for his 

youthful demeanor and inexperience which would encumber hi s 

performance as the community's reli gio11s officiant. 

Additionally , the culture and kultur of Baltimore ' s 

es t ablished Ge rman Jewish gentry impressed Philipson a nd wo s 
~ 

accessible to him; he often wa s entertained by his 

congregants.97 Here was an opportunity fo r Philipson to 

begin building himself in Lilienthal ' s image, 

This s tanc e was substantia ll y augmented wh e n Philipson 

began calling on one of the girls in his weekly women's 

Bible class , El la llollander, the daughter of the very 

powerful Moses Hollander. Philipson admired and r espected 

Ella's charm and refinement , and through successfully 

courting and marrying he r, Philipson also acquired a 

polished , well-bred, almost " st u ffed shirt'' mien. Ella wa s 

pr imarily responsible for the cultivation of David , as was 

to a lesser degree the r est of the Baltimore society with 

whom Phili pson hobnobbed.98 All of this bred in David 

Philipson an air of superiority which would be manifes t ed 

throughout his career . Again, this represented subs t ant i al 

vertical class movement for the son of a Jewish postman: 

marrying well brought access to, and conditional acceptance 



into the Ameri can Jewish gentility. For this privi lege , 

Philipson always remained deferential to the Baltimore 

elites , and especially to Ella and the Hollander family. 

In addition to preaching, teachi ng and pastoral work, 

Philipson soon became very busy with o ther rabbin ic and 
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civi c duties. After a slow sta r t , Philipson began wr iti ng 

articles for a numb er of Jewi s h periodica ls , including The 

Jewish Exponent , The Menorah Monthly, The Israelit e , a nd The 

American Hebrew.99 lie participated in other literary 

pursu its , i nc luding attending the i naugural meeting of the 

JeYish Publication Society i n Spring, 1888, and ad vising his 

H. U.C. schoolmate, Cl i ft on Lev y, regarding the fo rmatio n of 

a new Jewish publication.100 Furthermore , Phil i ps on' s 

Winter, 1888, lectures on 'the Jew in English fiction' were 

so well rece i ved that " •• • ma ny requested ( Philipson) to have 

them published in book form ••• 11 ,1 0 1 resulting in Ph i lipson' s 

first book, The Jew in Engl ish Ficti on (Ci nc in nat i , 1889 ). 

Also, Philipson became i nvolved in community se rvi ce : he 

served on the board of the Charity Organization Socie ty, 

contended with unwelcome proselyt ization, and spoke a t the 

Hebrew Benevolent Society.102 He saw this work a s the 

practical side of his optimistic Jewish philosophy, 

especially regardi ng amelioratin~ the condition of Eastern 

European immigrants who bad begun arri ving in Baltimore (see 

chapter three for an outline of Philipson's Jewish 

philosophy). Reflecting on this work, Philipson wrote: 
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••• (the Russian immigra nt child ren ) will become thoroughly 

Am e rican and fo rget the terrible ordeals through which in a 

barbarous l a nd they were compelled to pass . " a nd, "Th e grea t 

question is how to prevent pauperism. 11 103 All in all, this 

literary and civic wo r k se rv ed a valu a ble purpose for David 

Phili pson: it broadened his horizons and enabled him to 

develop a la r ger , local and national standin g a s a r abbi . 

Philipson began to build and establish his own rabbinate and 

patterns , including his important focuses on scholo r s h ip anti 

literary efforts, commu nity wo r k on behalf of Jews and 

gentiles , and o rganizational participation. 

To the Banks of the Ohio 

Pittsburgh, 1885 • . • Cincinna ti, 1888 

Philipson's expa ndi ng rabbinate also put him in contact 

with othe r rabbis outside of Baltimore . The fi r st such 

mee tin g was in January , 1885 , when Philipson journeyed to 

New York to attend an East Coast ministers co n ference. lie 

had, been tactfully in vited to participate in the conf e r e nc e 

by one of its conveners, Dr. Gus tav Got theil of New York's 

Temple Emanu-El. Go ttheil was very a ware of the cur rent 

tension s in Ame r ican liberal Judaism between the 

Cincinnatians, led by the moderate I saac Wise and his 

influential laymen, and certain East Coast leaders , 

including Gottheil and Kaufmann Kohler , who were influenced 

by the legacy of the late radical , David Einhorn . The 
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quarrel basicall y centered about leadership, control and the 

direction of Reform Judaism. Dr. Cottheil was sensitive to 

Philipson's unique position of h~ving a foot i n both camps -

he was a disciple of Wise officiating in t he Ei nhorn 

synagogue. When he invited Philipson to attend and to 

deliver an addre ss about the College , Gott heil wrote: "You 

may rest assured that nothing wil l be allowed at our 

meetings that could compromise you or place you in a false 

position with regard to Ci ncinnati.''1 04 Philip so n attended 

and spoke, and began an important, lasting relationship 

with , i r onically , the riva l to Isaac M. Wise, nam e ly 

Kaufmann Kohler . Nevertheless, Philipson's excu r sion and 

addres s apparently passed trouble free ; a year later 

Gottheil i nvited Philipson to come to New York to be hi s 

assistantf 105 Philipson declined, but he undoubtedly 

appreciated both the offer and Gottheil's sensitive, non-

exploitive handling of his bipa rt isanism at the confe rence. 

Suc h tolerance was unique in that day, however; soon, 

Philipson's position would be politically used in a drama 

that would define the denominational lines of American 
. 

Jewry. 

In the mpnths following the Nev York rabbinic 

conference Phi l ipson and Kohler began a correspondence. 

Philipson's concern was vith the English translation of Q!!!. 

Tamid, the prayerbook vr itten by David Einhorn vhicb was 

s till used at Har Sinai . He sought Kohler's opini on 
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regarding revising the prayerbook. In March, 1885, Kohler, 

who was a son-in-l aw of Einhorn, advised against any radical 

plans, but three months late r Kohler changed his mind. 

Together with Rabbi Emil C. Hirsch, another Einhorn son-in 

law, and David Einhorn's widow, Kohler consented to suppo rt 

the endeavor, and agreed " • •• to take the revision of the 

Engl i s h Prayerbook into our own hands. 11 106 What was behind 

Kohler's - indeed the Einhorn clan's - change of position? 

In the Summer of 1885, Kohler became embroiled in an 

ideological debate from pulpit and press with the new 

American arrival and the champion of Jewish conservatism , 

Alexander Kohut. Their debate captured American Jewry , and 

compelled Kohler to consider the state of Reform Judaism in 

America. He wrote to Philipson in July , "E xcuse my long 

delay in answering your letter of June 17th but you may gess 

[sic] the reason •••• Reform requires co nsolidation ••.• 

Let us at once revise both Prayerbook, or Ritual and Sabbath 

School system (all emphases Kohler's). Those that shall 

respond to my call • • • are certainly all welcome. 11 107 Th us, 

Xohler had begun to conceive of a rabbinic conference as 

early as July, , and bis scope was , as much regard i ng the 

practical matters of a prayerbook as the ideological 

definition of the embattled movement. He concluded in his 

letter to Philipson, "The two points mentioned by you in 

regard to the English Prayerbook have my full endorsement. 

We sadly need a Reform organ. Would or could you work for 

.. 
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the s upport, fi nan cial a nd literary , of such an one? 11 107a 

At t hat time t here we r e predominantly t wo Reform Jewish 

prayerbooks i n use i n the United States: Olat Tamid of 

Einhorn origin, and Minhag Amer ica produced by Isaac H. 

Wise. Addit ionally, both Wise and Kohler "captained 

regiments" within American Jewry which used thei r respective 

prayerbooks , and t hey each envisioned an American Jewr y 

united in organization a nd ritual. Hence , Kohler recognized 

the plum which was Philipson : here was a Wise product who 

not only officiated i n the Ein horn synagogue with the 

Ein hor n pr ayerbook, but who was interested in developing 

t hat prayerbook into something greater. Kohler began to 

nu rture Philipso n as a colleag ue , undoubt ed ly hoping to gain 

a new parti sa n comrade , or at least some su pport in what he 

en vi s ion ed would become a Wise/Koh l e r -Einhorn ideological 

showd own . The path to the eventual Pittsburgh Conference 

and Pl atform was being laid. 

Throughout the fall Kohler a nd Philipson continued to 

co rr espon d. Kohler was trying to es ta blish a date and a 

location for a Reform c onference; he knew what the is s ue 

would be: "We must unite on pr inciples! We want work , 

acti on, and concerted a c t i onl"l08 But whe re would thi s take 

plac e , and vhy? Kohler proposed Balttmore or Pittsburgh, 

v i th Baltimore as the fir s t choice.109 Obviously, Kohler 

desired to have the conference not in the South or Hidvest 

where Wise's influence vas great, nor i n Nev York City or 
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Philadelphia where the Kohut supporters could make a scene . 

Also, Philadelphia still smacked of the 1869 conference. 

Kohler desired a locati on which was not neutral, either. 

Baltimore, de s pite the pr esence of Benjamin Szold of the 

Historical School, would offer the most advantages t o 

Kohler . Despite Einhorn ' s death six years ea rlier, and 

despite his absence from the city for a quarter century, 

Baltimore was still an Einho rn stronghold because of liar 

Sinai and its memory. Its very atmosphe r e would s upp ort 

Kohler's agenda. Furthermore , Philipson's helping prese nce 

was a boon to Kohl e r. He had be e n c ultiva ting the 

impressionable young rabbi , and had entrusted him with 

organizational tasks for the co nference: to s ecure r esponses 

from Rabbis Krauskopf, Berkowitz , Aaron and Son ne schein , to 

gain funding, and to sell the idea,110 Ultimately, howeve r, 

Isaac Wise did not agree to a Baltimore meeting, despite his 

disciple's presence there, and he supported a conference in 

Pittsburgh. Baltimore was too removed from his spher e of 

influence. The compromise was eventually settled upon, 

despite Kohler ' s strong bid for his first choice. Fina lly, 

Kohler wrote rather sardo nically in a postscript to a letter 

to Philipson: " ••• our friends betrayed little desire to go 

to Baltimore •••• I think I shall propose Pittsburgh as 

place.... I shall see what can be arranged. 11 11 1 

Philipson's role in Pittsburgh was rather minor, 

despite Kohler's pre-conference trust and sed uctiveness • 

• 
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Kohler had planned to hold at the co nference a session to 

cons ide r th e pr ayerbook issue , a nd he probably hoped t o 

consolidate the ritual of the ma ny reform cong r egations . As 

Kohler wanted Olat Tamid to prevail over Minhag America as 

the dominant ritual, he wrote to Philipso n, urging his 

s pecia l participation: 

Dear Dr! I hope you will not disppoint 
us. We cannot spare you, particularly 
at the Prayer Book meeting. Besides, 
let us concentrate our forces and 
accomplish someth in g creditabl e and 
worthy of a Conference of Rabbis! We 
must have you, and I wish you would 
prepare or suggest something in t he way 
of practical reform!ll2 

The "Authentic Report of the Proceedings of the Rabbinica l 

Conference," which ostensibly was kept by Philipsoo who was 

se l ected a secretary o~ 1the conference, indicates no such 

meeting to discuss prayerbooks ever was convened.113 It was 

probably too hot an issue for a divided house to consider. 

Ne verthe less, Philipson recorded elsewhere that he was very 

taken i n by Kohler's appeals and flattery , a nd in that year, 

1885, began a lasting, significant friendship and 

colleagueship with Kaufmann Kohler, a relationship which 

would evolve into a very powerful partnership.114 

Besides being a sec r etary of the Pit t sb urgh Conference, 

Phi lipson pa rticipated in it in a variety of sundry matters , 

but with an interesting twist: be was on the pro gramme 

committee ; he moved that Kohler's platform be considered by 

a committee, and then he was appointed, along wi th Kohler, 

• 



44 

to se rve on that commit tee ; he spoke in favor of Sunday 

Services (notably in opposition to I saac Wise ' s then stated 

opinion, and in agreeme nt with Kohler , who spoke immedin t e ly 

bef o re Ph il ipson); he was appointed ( with Ko hl e r) member of 

a committee cha r ged to prepare r it ual man uals f o r r abbis and 

to report back at a proposed meeting for the fo ll owin g May 

in Cincinnati; and he sig ned the proceedings as 

' Sec retary.•11 5 In all , Kohl e r 's p l o y seems to have worked: 

Philipson appears, a t least on the su rfa ce, to have heen in 

Kohler's camp throughout th e conve ntion . 

Much t ran spi r ed in the afte r math of the Pittsburgh 

Co n fe rence. When the Orthodox a ttac ked the Platform, 

Philipson was too excited and i nv olv e d to r emain quiet . ln 

Baltimo r e Philipson prea ched a series of ei gh t sermo ns 

suppor tin g the Platform's eight poi n ts , and he watched as 

Be nj ami n Szo l d l ead Oheb Shalom away f r om the Union and 

towa rds the coalescence of a r i val , "l iberal" Jewish 

movemen t.11 6 In his preach i ng, t he young tyro entered the 

fra y a nd cast himself forever as a su ppo rt e r, and l ater as a 

defender, of t he Pittsb urgh platform. Years later he even 

would be id e nti f i ed wi th it whe n the Ce ntral Conference of 

American Rabbis prepared a new declarati o n of pri nciples. 11 7 

For David Philipson, the Pi ttsburgh Confe rence was one 

of the most significan t happenings i n his rabbinate. It 

gave him a clear ideology with which to identify, t o 

support. and to be supported by ; it gave him a new partner 
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in Kaufmann Kohler and a position of honor among his 

colleagues ~Y simply being accoun ted one of them et the 

tender age of 23; it ga ve him an identity. Later when 

Philipson would t rumpet his claims to fame, his place in 

H.U . C.' s first class , his role in founding the C. C . A.R ., his 

r elationships with American Reform Judaism's great leaders . 

and mo r e , he would always celebrate his participation in the 

Pittsburgh Confere nce. This was so despite his relatively 

minor role in the Conference; the significance was that this 

made Philipson e unique figure and provided him with an 

undeniable authenticity in his representative role within 
r· 

Reform Judaism. \ 

Althou g h his posit ion in Baltimore was a happy and 

successful one , Philipson was not destined t o remain there 

for long. While in Baltimo re, Philipson consider~ but 

declined pulpit offe rs (rpm synagogues in New Yo r k City , 

Philadel phia, St. Louis and Ch icago.11 8 It was not until an 

offer came forth from Congregation llene Israel o f 

Ci ncinnati, the late Max Lilienthal's congregution, that 
\ -

Philipson could be tempted to leav e Har SinAi . 

By late 1887 it was common knowledge that Bene Israel's 

rabbi, Rev. Raphae l Benjamin, had fallen into some disfavor 

and was to be replaced . The congregation had already 

advertized in The Israelite inviting applicants to contact 

the congregation, but it also had begun private negotiations 

towards filling its pulpit.119 The obvious route to take 
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was for Bene Israel's l eadership to contact Dr . Wise to 

secure an 11 . U. C. graduate - a local product - as its next 

rabbi . To do otherwise would insult the College and its 

President , and cause had blood in the Cincinnati Jewish 

community. Thus, it is not surp r ising that as early as 

December, 1887, almost a year before he would be installed 

as Bene Israel ' s next rabb i , Philipson received o letter 

from Dr. Wise , saying: ''These men (the 'leading men of Bene 

Israel Cong r egation') speak of you or Keller (Heller?) as 

the coming man. I bel i e ve, however, they wi ll finally unite 

on you. 11 120 Even earlier, a mache r, Isaac Lipman, had 

written to Philipson suggesting some thin g was in the air.121 

By January , 1888 , Philipson wa s in earnest discussion with 

the Cincinnatians. 

After months of deliberations in which the cong re gation 

dragged its collective feet, Philipso n finally was elected 

as the new rabbi in June , 1888. lie read of his election in 

the newspaper{!), and to his dismay learned that the vote 

had been very close; Benjamin was still appreciate d by many 

in the congregation, and they had supported the incumbent . 

This naturally troubled Philipson , for he feared walking 

i nt o a hornet's nest. lie immediately accepted the 

invitation, conditional upon his securing a release from his 

liar Sinai contract , a prerequisite which was not so 

willingly forthcoming . 122 lier Sinai balked and even offered 

Philipson a raise if he would stay . It was not until Julius 
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Freibe r g wrote to Har Sinai petitioning Philipson' s r elease 

that it was finally granted. For Philipson, this was an 

early lesson in power politics . Looking out fo r its own 

interests, liar Sinai then required Philipson to r eplace 

himself in the Baltimore pulpit before he could depart for 

CinCinnati, 123 

Replaci ng himself also was not an easy matter . 

11 . 11 . C. 's ordination wa s about to take place, and apparently 

no ordinees were available or competent to s tep into li a r 

Sinai's pulpit. After corresponding with Dr. \/ise , it was 

decided to promote for the job Rev. Tobias Schanfarber 

(H.U . C. '85), who had succeeded Israel Aaron in Fo rt 

Wayne.124 Philipson and Wise greatly wanted to secure 

a nother H.U . C . g ra duate fo r the position in order to 

maintain liar Sinai ' s sympathies with the Cincin nati -ba sed 

reform movement. Onc e Schanfarbe r was secured, Philipson 

wrote to Julius Freiberg, " ••• (it) is another victory for 

our institution. 11 125 Philipson was becoming practiced in 

Cincinnati's organizational politics well before his return 

to the city in November, 1888. Additionally, Philipson's 

arrival in Cincinnati was delayed until November because 

Schanfarber dawdled in securing his ~ contractual release. 

Philipson quickly became schooled in inter-rabbinic politics 

as he forcefully and uncompromisingly "pulled rank" on 

Scha nfarber end compelled him to a rrive in Baltimore sooner 

than planned; by then Philipson was eager to begin his new 



position. and it was not good for liar Si nai to be in a 

rabbinic limbo.126 

What was the magnetism which pulled David Philipson 
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back to Cincinnati and fulfilled the wish of Max Lilie nthal 

that "young Philipson" s ucceed him at Bene Israel? There 

were a number of factors which made Bene Israel a very 

attractive possibility. 

Cincinnati housed the Co llege to which Philipson still 

felt a debt of gratit ude, and at which he had spent many 

happy years. Nothing had happened during Philipson's 

Raltimore sojou rn to sour for him his views of the 

institution or it s president. These experiences would come 

later. Additionally, Philipson once had planned to stay at 

the Co llege a nd teach instead of immediately e nte rin g the 

active congregational rabbinate. He re was an opportunity to 

return to Hebrew Un ion College, and he looked forward to it 

as a labor of, love, or at least as debt repayment .1 27 In 

fact. Philipson and Wise had begun plannin g Philip s on's 

teaching load even before Ilene Israel had confirmed matters, 

and the two had to slow their deliberations . It was hoped 

that Philipson wou1d put to use his +~sy rian skills. learned 
\ 

under studies with Paul Haupt, to he1p bujld a new 

department at ll.U.C.128 For Philipson. returnin g to his 

alma mater - not as a veritable tyke but as an established, 

cult ured rabbi from the East Coast - was a romantic vision! 

(Later, when the romance soured, Philipson would look beck 
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on this decision as one which had sp r ung from the passions , 

not from rea soned tho ught . } 

A r et urn t o Cincinnat i also was a romantic r eturn t o 

the ci ty of his teachers. Isaac Wise happily a n ticipated 

Philipson' s "homecom ing "; it validated the teacher a nd woul d 

s trengthen the Co ll ege . Although he claimed t hat he <lid not 

like "pl ay in g the bishop , " Wise was pl eased to instal l 

Philipson at Dene Israel , 129 Yet, for Philipso n, as much os 

this represented a validatio n of Isaac Wise, even more it 

was an acknowledgement of the late Max Lilienthal. Here was 

the st udent be i ng ca lled t o assume the reve r ed pulpit of his 

most be loved tea che r a nd friend; her e was the chance to 

ca rry o n his mentor ' s esteemed work; here was the 

fulfillment of a dream. It i s understandable, therefore, 

that Phil ip son commenced his inaugural sermon at Re ne Israel 

with a tribute to Lili e nthal: 

I thank you fo r the kindly g r ee tin g to 
me r eturnin g . It call s forth the 
fondest and most precious memorie s of 
the past, it awakens the brightest hope s 
fo r the future •••• 
Oh , friend, guide , teache r ma y thy 
s pirit of peace furt her prevail, ma y the 
c ongregation that thou didst mould and 
the pupil into whose mind thou didst 
first inculcate the ideas of Ju daism's 
glorious past be joined by the in f luen ce 
of love which though knewe s t so well to 
spread about thee. Th1s hour is 
consecrate d by memory of theetl30 

A final, yet very signi ficant motiva tion fo r Philipso n 

to move westwa rd was his own ambition. He knew that the 

seat of power in Re form Judaism was then in Cincinnati, and 



so 

he wanted to be associated with that power and its 

institutions. Philipson's only real barrier in hi s move to 

Cincinnati was his wif e 's rootednes s in naltimo re. lie 

claimed to have won her over by displaying ~he opportunities 

for advancement that were in Cinci nnati .1 31 

David Philipson preached his f arewell sermon at liar 

Sinai in Octobe r, 1888 . In so doing, he closed what would 

be the ha ppiest chapter in hi s r abbinate . lie said , "Believe 

me, it is with heavy feelings of regret that I look upon you 

for the last t ime in assemblage before me as my 

congregation •• . • These yea rs will always be to me , no 

matter what the future may have in store, among the fairest 

and brightest of my existence. 11 132 

.. 
Returning to Cincin nati For Better or For Worse: 

The Wise Years 

Just as it had in Baltimore, Phillpson's career at 

Congregation Bene Israel (K.K.B.I.) a lso began with a 

pleasant "honeymoon" period. Despite some g rumblings from 

Rev. Benjamin ' s supporters. Philipson got off to a good 

start: " •• • The entire Jewish community was keyed to a high 

pitch of excitement. The occasion (of Phifipson's 

installation) passed happily." Phi l ipson wrote years 

l ater.133 He added : " Almost at once I was hurled into a 

round of hectic activity. I recall that there was a week in 

which I gave eleven ad dresses here and there. I began 
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teaching at the llebre\ol Union College . . . • I was happy in my 

work."134 It also was said a bout his return to Cincinna ti, 

that Philipson was " ••• a very young man embracing with all 

the enth usiasm of youth the serious du ties of hi s new 

position . Sup r eme confidence in himself and passionate love 

of his work were his armo r a nd he went on his way 

una fraid . 11 135 

The success of Philipso n' s ea r ly wor k an d his 

transition was aided by t he ge nerally fine c l imate and 

resources th en present in Cincinnati' s Jewish community and 

i n the cong re gation, despite the mu r mur ing of Renjamin's 

supporters. The city's Jewish community wa s quite 

r ema rkable because it could boast extraordinary leadership , 

i nclud in g Isaac Wise , the late Max Lilienthal , the Fr eiberg , 

Bettman, lloffheimer and Seasongood families , Mori t z Loth, 

Alf r ed M. Cohe n , and others. Indeed , the quality of 

Cincinnati's lay l eadership , a~d its o verr iding sense of 

Jewi sh ma nifest destiny a nd American Jewish hegemony made it 

a commun i ty uniqu~ in America . That t he U.A . H.C. , the 

Sa bba th School Union, and Jl.U . C. were es tabl ished a nd 

s ituated in the cit y reflected the a ctive interes t of the 

lait y. Philipson could write of Ci nc innati's Jewry: 

It has for years been t he proud boas t of 
the Cincinnati community that i t takes 
g reater i nterest in Jewi sh affairs than 
any other city in the country •••• Still 
today the Ci ncinnatians lay the 
flattering unction to thei r s ouls tha t 
they a re the foremost Jewish community 
in the country.136 

) 
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In such an e nv ironment Philipso n cou ld not but jump in. His 

early Cincinnati rabbinate was punctuated by a whirlwind of 

involvement, 

One additional element contributed to David Philipson ' s 

early success and acceptance . As much as Philip s on's 

affections and relationship with Max Lilienthal helped 

shaped Philipson , they also softened the transition on the 

congregation's part. At Philipson's installation service, 

when Ilene Israel President Max llellman introduced Philipso n 

by recalling Lilienthal's onetime hope for Philipson to 

succeed him, and when Phi li pson shortly respondod with his 

inaugural sermon a nd invoked Lilienthal's hallowed memo ry, 

they were not hollow words.137 Lilienthal had been Dene 

Israel's very beloved leader for near ly three decades , and 

his posthumous influence and approval - if it may be -

carried weight. Philipson and the lay leadership 

consciously exploited the Lilienthal-Philipson connection in 

order to facilitate the rabbinic transition and , perhaps, to 

spiritually retu rn the congregants to memo r y of an ea rlier 

heyday. In such a mood , a nd anticipati ng the support due to 

Lirienthal's hand-picked successo r, Philipson wa s ready to 

begin what would be his lifelong charge. 

Philipson's first task was to bring new life to Bene 

Israel's religious school , confirmation program and young 

adults. lie quickly took charge of the school away from 

Jacob Kronache r, whom he described as a "dictatorial 

I 
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creature, '' more "cele brated for the size of his nosal 

proboscis," than his pedagogy .1 38 This was a dang erous move 

for Philipson, as a few years later Kron ac her would become 

K.K . B.I . · president. Philipson weathered the storm , however, 

and he loosened up the school , providin g a l es s Germa nic , 

mo re ' 'mode rn " s t yle of instruction .1 39 Philipson also 

engaged himself with the confirmanrls , gi ving weekly lect ures 

in a rather stiff, academic style. I n refl ection on his 

class of 1809 , he decided to be mor e reg ul a rly intimate with 

h is confirmation classes in the fu ture - which he was - and 

to include a more liberal <lose of books a nd discussion to 

enliven the course.140 Ad ditionally, r ecog nizin g the lack 

of programming and involvement by the young adults of the 

Congregation , Philipson announced at his seconrl Kol Nidre 

that he was forming a culture association which would meet 

to explore current issues. It wa J vas tly successful: a week 

afte r his invitation about 60 young people ga thered a nd 

formed the "Culture Society of the Mound St. Temple. •~41 

This g rou p of youn g professional me n and young women s r: w 

and became a lively auxiliary of the congregation; it 

doubled in membership by Fall, 1891.142 Philipson ' s 

relatively engaging, c r eative s tyl ~ of co ng r egational 

l eade r ship and t eaching was a true depa rture f r om th e 

earlier, Teutonic system of operations. It may reflect his 
I 

native American, youthful pragmatism; it ce r tainly is 

indicative of his activistic and optimistic Ref orm Jud~ism • 

• 
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Philipson was aware and proud of his innovations , as he 

wrote in concluding his 1894 history of K.K . B.I.: " Judaism 

has taken new life, a nd of this new life this and the other 

reform congregations are the exponents and the visible 

symbols •..• May the congregation proceed bravely on its 

path .• , 11 143 

David Phil ipson's busy path spilled beyond K. K.D. I . 

into the larger Cinci nnati and national arenas . Articles 

and se r mo ns from Philipson's pen regularly appeared in 

Cincinnati ' s American Israelite , and even in New York's 

American Sentin e l . 144 Locally , Phi li pson participated in 

the affairs of the Huma ne Socie t y, the Board of Trustees of 

the Associated Charities , the l OOth Anniversary of the 

Inauguration of George Washington, and Cincinnati ' s historic 

Literary Cl ub.145 His vo i ce and his presence were becoming 

established, sought and respected. Fu r thermore, almos t 

immediately Philipson began teaching at the Co llege. 

Nationally , Phi l ipson was elected to t he American Orien tal 

Society , a nd was cou r ted by Jo seph Krauskopf to work for the 

Jewish Publication Society. 146 Although the two had not 

been f r iendly si nce their stu<len t days , Krauskopf and the 

Publ ication Society need ed th~ s upport of Philipson's 

g r owi ng Cincinna t i influence . With both magnanimity and 

se l f i nte r es t Phili pso n agreed to help; i n 1890 he confided 

into his .-A_iar y of his 11 mis treatment" on the pa r t of the 

s ocie ty, yet in 1892 he would be asked t o transl ate the Book 

"" . 
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of Numbers for the JPS Bible translation , and in 18?4 the 

Society would publish his second book, Old Eu r opean 

Jewries .1 47 An additional, exciting honor for Phil i pson was 

to participate - indee .. ~ to deliver a paper on "Judaism and 

the Modern State" - at ~ famous World's Parliament of 

Religions of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair.147a All of 

these speaking and writing opportunities, together , began to 

shape the young Philipson into a deve lop ing public figure. 

David Philipson's most exciting and important early 

national activity came in Spring and Summer, 1889 , wlth the 

founding of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. That 

Spring , Dr. Wise took his young disciple and nei ghbor into 

his confidence and discussed forming a r abbinic conference. 

By 1889 11.U . C. had al r eady ordained twelve rabbis and eight 

mo re were to graduate that June . Thus , Dr. Ilise felt that 

he had enough support to found such a union; additionally, 

Philipson reflected that much of the earlier , rabbinic 

internecine squabbling had ceased " ••• owing indeed largely 

to the death of a number of bitter opponents of Wise. 11 148 

Wise and ~hili pson drew up the plan to launch the 

o r ganization when the U.A.11.C. was to meet in Detroit that 

July . 

Wise asked Philipson to be the convener a nd the 

ca talyst of the assembly: "Although he (Isaac Wise) was the 

inspiration and largely the a uthor of the plan, he de~i red 

to remain in the background •• •• He asked me to assemble the 

• 
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rabbis present at the Union meeting in Detroit. 11 149 Most 

likely, Wise was perspicaciously concerned with the enduring 

success of the rabbinical conference, and he wanted its 

initial appearance to be one sanctioned of and by the 

members , not solely by Wise. Furthermore, Philipson was a 

known commodity to the East Coasters; he once had been a 

respected upperclassman of the other HUC graduates, and he 

was completely loyal to Wise; he made a good deputy for the 

Founder. Nevertheless, the opportunity thrust Philipson 

into a temporary limelight, and one which helped cement the 

image of a Wise/Philipson cooperative union. Additionally, 

Philipson's position in front of his peers doing the bidding 

of Wise also resulted in his being elected the first 

Corresponding Secretary of the Conference, an office whose 

tasks kept him in touch with his colleagues in a public, 

official role.150 

Philipson's local and national influence also was 

boosted by his post at the College. Almost immediately he 

began to teach Assyriology and other semitic languages, and 

soon he was teaching Bible and homiletics, as well. He was 

at the College four days a week, which was a source of great 

fulfillment to the still grateful, young rabbi.151 At the 

College, too, Philipson was at fist Wise's loyal man Friday . 

He traveled and spoke to raise support for the College, and 

he used his East Coast familiarity to make contacts for Dr. 

Wise. At least once, although he was neither an officer of 
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Go vernors, to which he was appoi nted in 1893 , Philipson 

ac t ed on Wise's behest nnd helped fill a vacancy in the 

Co l lege ' s facult y,1 52 Additionally , as a known Cincinnati 

rabbi, Philipsoa ' s recommendation was so ugt1t re ga rding the 

placement of H.U.C. ' s grad uates . 153 
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The '' honeymoon " at Bene Is rael began to crack fo r 

Ph ilipson before two yea r s had passed. Despite receiving a 

well-deserved ra ise in Oc tober , 1890 , Philtpson found much 

which disgruntled him,154 both with the congregation and 

with his once-beloved teacher, Dr. Wise . Phi lip so n had two 

basic disappointments with the congregation: one concerning 

ideology and r itual and ano ther regarding personalities. 

Dy the Fall of 1890 Philipson had planned to institute 

new reforms in the cong r ega tion' s ritual practice. lie 

wanted to use mo re English to make worship mo re intelligible 

to the congregants , but he encountered resistance from the 

more traditionally-minded Julius Freiberg . The Iloard 

finally did acquiesce and al l ow Philipson a trial period to 

t es t the new ritual, but not before Philipson vented steamy 

aggravation into his diary's pages.155 

One year later another rift develop~d over 

congregational praxis, but this time Philipson lost the 

dispute. Several years earlier, before coming to 

Cincinnati, Philipson had argued at the Pittsburgh 

Conference in favor of Sunday lectures , but without 
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abrogating t he historical Sabba th.156 This discussion and 

the solution suppo r ted by Phil i pson was in r espo nse t o the 

que s t io n of how best to r each cong r egants who did not atte nd 

Saturday mo r ning services . In Fal l 1891 , t he same question 

was befor e the Bene Is r ael leadersh ip. By the l ast decade 

of the ninet eenth ce nt ury when their t emp l e building was 

still downtown on Mou nd Street, most De ne Is r ael co ngregants 

already l i ved up on the hill. No time seemed like a good 

time t o tr ek to the city for wor ship. Ne vertheless, the 

congre ga t io n' s boa r d was i ncli ned to try late Fri day eve ning 

l ectures ; its rabbi sti ll favo r ed Sund ay mo r ning lectures . 

On Octob er 19 , 1891, Phi lipson entered in his di ary 

rega rding the decisive board meeting: 

••• it was resolved to have Friday 
evenin g lectures. Let them r esolve ; I 
will not deliver t hem ; t he people do not 
and will not and ca n not come in that 
evening; if Sunday services o r l ectu r es 
are a giving in to the needs of the 
people , an innovation, Fri day e vening 
l ect ures we re no ne the less so; late 
serv ices on Friday e venings were never 
known in Judaism until Dr . Wise 
i ntroduced them; they have not been a 
s uccess ••• 157 

Philipson wa s deflated; the same ma n who wrote in hi s diary 

on October 29 that he would no t deli ver Fr iday lectures, 

wrote thre e days later: 

Last Sunday they defeated Sunday 
lectures and voted to have Friday 
Evening lectures without consulting me: 
on Thursday evening the Board fixed the 
fir s t evening and the hour, again 
without co~sulting me. I have been 
instructed( ?) to lecture and just when 

./ 



to do so. lt is surprising that I have 
not been told what to lecture a bout.158 

Philipson protested, but was de feated hoth in the practice 
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he would be obliged to follow and in spiritj r eluctantly he 

delivered Frida y e ven ing lectures.159 The Sunday/Friday 

cont rover sy remained a ten sio n throughout Philipson 's 

tenure: Sunday lectures were resubmitt e d and successfully 

adopted in 19 19 , r e ver sed in 1930 , and then reintroduced in 

19 32 .160 

-What was the s i gn ific~nce of such a religious policy 

defeat by the \ 
rab bi , and hoX did he hond l e apparently losing 

the confidence of hi s flock or it s leade rshi p , whose 

deference he needed to properly function? Philipson was 

mise rabl e . In private he threatened to r esig n, and might 

have, had there been a ny likelihood of sec urin g another 

pulpit.161 However, the worst of his quarrels took place in 

t he Fall a round the times of the lligh Holidays, and ther e 

we r e very few prospects of changing position s at that 

season. Hence, Philipson had to gird himself and stick it 

out. He was still not yet thirty years old, a nd these frays 

can be seen as manifestations of lin ge ring youthful 

righteousness and inexperienced , impolitical zeal. Despite 

the cont roversy and difference of opinion, there is no 

evidence that the Board ever was dissatisfied with 

Philipson. Rather, they probably saw this as an episode 

where the mature lay leaders needed to direct the young 

rabbi.162 Through these battles , howeve r, Philipson was 
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continue. 
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David Philipson's disappointments regarding 

relation shi ps and perso na lities were equal or mo re seve re 

than those in the ritual realm . When he had departed 

Ci ncinnati in winte r , 1883, to assume the liar Si nai pul pit 

he was a raw, malleable , untried rabbi. lie hnd not ye t 

experienced thinking for himself in matte r s of co nsequence . 

This was how Be rnhard Bettmann, Julius Fre ibe r g and Isaac 

Wise remembe red the Ind . When he returned to Cincinnati, 

however , he was s omewh at te s t e d, considerably more c ultured 

and confident, and willing to stand on his own. 

Furthermore , he had been schooled in the radical Reform, 

Einhorn environment, but he was r eturning to the more 

moderate lair of Wise and th e Freibe r gs . A clash was 

in evitable . 

Bernhard Oettmann, a member of the other big temple in 

town, was the president of the Col l ege Board of Go vernors 

and a powerful, s elf-made successful businessman.163 lie was 

used to havi ng things his way. Philipson and Re ttmann had 

corresponded for months prior to Philipson's arrival at Be ne 

Israel , mostly about Philipson's future role with ll.U.C., 

and both seemed fairly pleased with the shidduch.164 Yet, 

two years later the romance di ssolved. Philipson wrote in 

his diary entry of September 11, 1890: "Mr. B. has been 

another bitter disappointment to me. The glamor of youthful 

Ii. 
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admiration has d isa ppeared and I see clearly many things 

which were dark to me before . 11 165 Phil i pson believed t hat 

Be t tmann felt th r eatened by Philipson's s ugge stions of 

chan ge and his g rowin g influence at 11 . U.C., and tha t 

Bettmann was working to limit Philipson ' s sway , most notably 

by keeping h i m of f the 11.U . C . Boa rd o f Go vernor s . 

Another disappointment for Ph ilipson was his estimation 

of the wealthy distille r a nd Bene Israel ' s longti me pa s t 

p r esident , Julius Freibe r g. Philipson and Freiberg a lso had 

corr esponded anticipating Ph il ipson ' s Ci ncinnati arrival , 

and Freiberg e ven used his g r eat power to secu r e Philipson 's 

co ntractual release f r om Ha r Si nai.1 67 The two had fond 

feelings for one a no ther , so muc h s o that Philipson was 

somewhat s ha ke n i n Septem be r 1888 , six weeks before assuming 

Bene Israel ' s pulpit, to l ea rn that Freiberg had de c lined 

the congregation ' s presidency . The youn g rahhl fea r ed 

l osi ng t he macher' s backing.168 This relationship also 

suffer ed two yea r s later . In t he same diary entry wherein 

he c omp l ai ned abo ut fi ettmann , Philipson also lamented about 

Fr eibe r g . 

Mr. F. is ano the r di s appointment as I 
suppose I am t o h im . Ile expec t ed to 
f ind the bo y wh o had left he re seven 
yea r s ago , whom he thought he could 
ma nage a s he would but instead o f t hat a 
ma n wh o had though t a nd r ead muc h 
re turned a nd Mr . F. was muc h surprised . 
We wi ll never be a ble to a gr e e, he i s 
conse rvative o r rather orthodox. I am 
of the r e f ormed r e l ig i ous s c hoo1.1 69 
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In fact. it was Freiberg who was Philipson's opposition in 

the English/Hebrew controversy in the Fall of 1890. 
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Ironically and luckily for Philipson, Freiberg who had again 

been elected congregation president in 1889, declined 

reelec tion in Fall. 1890, sparing Philipson and the 

congregation what would have been a battle.170 Within a 

year some peace had crept back into this relationship; 

Freiberg was no longer patronizing towards Phil ipson. and 

the rabbi also was more accepting of his deep-rooted, 

influential congregant. 

Overall, in this period of crisis, the Falls of 1890 

and 1891, Philipson was deeply upset about his position. He 

felt betrayed, unapprec iated , and disgusted with his 

congregants . He saw them as unscrupulous, uncultured people 

who flaunt ed their l imited knowledge and without license 

exploited their rabbi ,1 71 Sadly broken and uninspired, 

Philipson wrote on November l, 1891, the anniversary of his 

installation: 

It is three years today that I came to 
this city . Rad I known what the fates 
had in store for me I would never have 
come here. It has all been a sore 
disappointment. It has been one long 
struggle •••• It is a mistake for any 
man to leave the place where the dear 
ones are,.. I am not fitted to struggle 
with unscrupulous people who do not 
understand the finer feelings, 1 72 

Despite the depths of disappointment Philipson suffered 

on account of his congregation, Bettmann, Freiberg, and 

others, Phili pson's greatest hurt was on account of his · once 
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beloved teacher, Isaac Mayer Wise. When Philipson first 

returned to Cincinnati he was properly deferential to Wise. 

Yet, after he became settled and established, Philip son 

began to veer off on courses of his own. lie became a 

regular speaker at public e vents, his by-line was seen in 

The American Israelite, and he developed into one of the two 

r abbis of Cincinnati . ln a tribute to Philipson on his 

fortieth a nnive rsary at Bene Israel, The Israelit e wrote it 

best : 

••• (Philipson had to meet the) problem 
of laboring in a community alongside 
Isaac M. Wise. 
As teacher and disciple the two walked 
hand in hand, but the public had to be 
forced to reco gnize the value of the 
young rabbi, seemingly impossible of 
recognition when compared with the 
e normous prestige of his famous 
colleague. 
Without cheapening his appeal, or feebly 
imitating his teacher , but with a cool , 
refined and powerful application of his 
great gifts and devoted energies, nr. 
Philipson measured strides with Isaac M. 
Wise.173 

While the pu bli c had to recognize the young rabbi' s 

value , it was difficult for Wise to do so . Except for 

harmoniously sharing a limelight with Max Lilienthal, Isaac 

Wise had been unchallenged as the rabbinic king of 

Cincinnati. Even with Lilienthal, the .two stars really 

commanded se parate galaxies, and they respected each other's 

brilliance . Philipson, however, as yet possessed none of 

Lilienthal's prominence, and Wise could not concede equality 

of status to him. Further more, Philipson was young , strong. 
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handsome, cu l tured, idealistic , und very i mpo rtan tly, 

native-born a nd accent-free. lie had polish an d potential, 

and he began t o represent a threat to the very man whom he 

hoped would, in fact , g r acio us ly boost h is career. Another 

crisis was imminent for Phi lip son . 

Undoub tedly, a se ri es of particular e ven ts transpired 

which catalyzed a falling-out of the two r abbis . !lost o f 

these incidents we nt unrecorded and are fo rever lost, but 

Philipson did re co unt some in his diary n l o ng with a sad and 

bit ter description of his very troubled fee l ings . The clash 

over Su nd a y ser vi ces or Friday se rvices was one such 

episode; Philipson was openly opposed by Wise , much to his 

shock and re s entment. Phi li pson wrote: 

• •• it was Or. W. who most vi olently ond 
bitterly opposed , who n rous ed fanaticism 
against t he movement , who succeeded in 
throwing t he fi rebra nd of discord into 
the r anks of my cong r egation and in 
temporarily 9~tting a n end t o t he Sun da y 
lectures ••• l 

Anothe r episode was when Philipson agreed to regularly wr ite 

for The Israelite, and requested t he title/position of 

Assistant Editor . Wise ' s so n, Leo , the managi ng editor, 

ag reed, but Dr. Wise r efused. Additionally , o n a t least two 

oc casions Wi s e used the pages of The Israelite to publically 

contend wi t h Phil i pson , which was a gain shocking and 

h umiliating to the young and helpless rabbi .1 75 

Although Philipson may have ensendered some so rt of 

res ponse s from his teache r on the occasions when they 
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disagreed. the viciousness of Wise ' s r etort s was 

inconceivable to Philipson. His only r ecourse was to 

quiet ly commiserate with friends , avoid the Docto r. consider 

yother job. end spill his emotions into the dia ry. All 

~hese he did . In 18 90 and 189 1 he expressed desires to 

leave,176 but that would have been difficult for Wise ' s 

personal patrona ge contr ol led job placement . At whnt may 

have been h is most desponde nt t ime , Phi l ipso n e n tered in his 

dia ry: 

Dr. W's conduct during all this time 
that I have been i n Cincinnati has heen 
the source of great so rrow to me . li e 
was my teacher. He was one of my 
idea ls. He stood on a very high 
pedestal; I t hought him one of the 
superior beings but have found him to be 
on ly common clay. An ideal has bee n 
sha ttered. Sa d i t is, perhaps th e 
saddes t experience in my life; I would 
have given much not to ha ve lived 
through it • • •• he is a man of great, of 
vast learning. of mighty energy but of a 
very envious and jealous disposition. 
lie can not end ure that anyone shal l 
s t a nd near him, independent i n tho ught 
and action; he mus t rule •••• he would 
glad ly excommunicate a l l whom he cannot 
su~due, eve n his own pupil ••• 177 

Although Philipson could only re so lve to end ure the pain and 

press forward with his duties and his career, it was not 

eas y; almost half a century later in 1936 he again r eflected 

on these episodes end pondered , "Let me forget the treachery 

of supposed friends ••• 11 178 

David Philipson•s Cincinnati r abbinate during the last 

decade of Wise's life (he died in March, 1900) was passed 
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with much activity. In 1894 at the 70th anniversary of the 

c ongregation he initiated an effo rt to relocate the temple 

on the hill, and he kept the pot boiling until~e new 

J>uilding on Rockdale Avenue was finally dedi cated in 

~ 1906.179 Philipson also became active in ci vic work, 

calling for improved city government and better public 

services,180 and spoke frequently before loc a l 

organizations. David Philipson's involvement with the 

United Jewish Charities grew, as we l1 .l8l 

Philipson also was active in scholarship. In the 

1890's he began to research the history of the r eform 

movement, and he learned much from Isaac Wise who had lived 

through a good portionl82 of reform's history. This 

research eventually led to Philipson's The Reform Movement 

in Judaism, and Philipson's hallmark as the histori a n of 

Reform Judaism. Also, in 1892 Davi d and Ell a Philipson 

spent the summer in Europe, where the research for Old 

European Jewries took place. That same year saw Philipson ' s 

publication, The Oldest Jewish Congregation in the West, 

issued.183 Additionally, in 1892 Philipson worked with the 

C.C.A.R. Ritual Committee towards producing a union 

prayerbook, and later in 1894 Philipson collaborated with 

Rabbis Gustav Gottheil and Jacob Voorsanger in producing the 

Union Prayerbook II for the High Holidays. This brought a 

most interesting and enlightening experience for Philipson: 

not only did it broaden his publishing knowledge, offer him 

' 
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a hand in shaping Reform Judaism's liturgy , and secure him a 

position among his colleagues, but it also brou ght Philipson 

to New York City's Lower East Side for the first time. 

When the three rabbis had concluded their task, which 

they did at Gottheil 's summer home in Yonkers, Go ttheil, the 

rabbi of New York City 's Temple Emanu- El, invited Ph ilipson 

and Voorsanger to s pend a day in the city . Philipson wanted 

to see the Lower East Side. Later, this historian of 

Europe ' s old ghettoes recorded his thoughts on the visit: 

''I shall never forget my first sight of 
the milling crowds in the ~e w Wo rld 
ghetto. I was in a s tr a nge world. 
Squalor, misery, wretchedness. Russia 
had poured hundreds of thousands into 
this district . I felt that they were my 
coreligionists but it ell was very 
foreign to me with my Amer ican 
upbringing and my American outlook. 11 18 

For the relatively sheltered , German- Jewish , Midwesterner 

Ph ilipson, who obviously knew of the Eastern European 

immigrants who had been pouring in to America f or over a 

decade , this still was a shocking eye-opener. 

Philipson had basically two reactions to the Eas tern 

Eu ropean Jewish immigrants: one from his Ge rman cultured, 

highbrowed bearing and the other from his liberal, 

optimistic Jewish spirit . The first response was one of 

distinction: these immigrants ~ere coreligionists , but they 

we r e of a very different ilk; the second attitude hopefully 

envisio ned the assimilation of these Jews into Ame r ican 

(i . e. liberal or Reform) Judaism. "Whatever may be sa id of 



68 

the lack of c ulture, th e ignorance, the superstition , the 

filth, the laziness of the Russian Jews yet all this does 

not alter the pitiful aspect of the problems. 11 185 

Philipson's app~aisal of the immigrants was honest; he 

looked down upon the newcomers , yet he felt c ompelled to 

help Americanize them, i f not for their sake, then to 

protect the cult ured, in t egrated image of the Jew in America 

a nd, therefore, his ow n image and station. He sa w thes e 

immigrants ne gatively; to him th ey we re particularisti c , 

clannish, un c ul tured Jews a nd either were observant or 

secular , and evinced none of the s pir i t of Ame r ica nism whi c h 

el evated the German Jews . They could only hurt the 

established Jews shou l d the latter be associated with them . 

Philipson and t he Ge r ma n Jews were in a xenophobic quandary: 

they wanted to be disassociated from these newcomers , but i n 

the gentile eyes of Amer ica there was no distinction. The 

only solution was to help ameliorate their cond itio n and to 

Ameri canize them.186 

Philipson participated in Ci ncinnati's cha pte r of the 

Society for Ameliorating the Condition of Russian Immigrants 

(The name of this organization is s tr i kingly haunting. Two 

generations earlier in Ameri ca the Chr is tian izing proselyte, 

Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey led a missionary society called the 

American Society for Meliorating . the Condition of the Jevs, 

which ostensibly supported converted Jevs in their efforts 

to become Christians, but actually hoped to convert Jews; in 
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the 1890's Philipson et al . had their simi lar ly -named 

society to support immigrant Jews in their efforts to become 

Americans . Both took uprooted Jews and attempted to 

r eprocess them into new forms.187), he conducted an 

auxiliary religious school at De ne Israel for the Russian 

children, and he s upported the efforts of the Baron de 

Hirsch Fund in resettling the immig r ant Jews a way from Ne w 

York and the Eas tern Seaboard. 188 Despite his seem in gly 

magnanimous e fforts, Philipson maintained his "u s and them" 

policy of distinction towards the Raste rn European 

immigrants for the r emainder of his life. As a Jew of 

"German stock,'' he always considered himself better than the 

others , whose children he once described as " ••• g rateful 

little subjects to work with . 11 189 

The end of the ninet eenth centu ry and the first years 

of the twentieth century f o r Philip son continued to be 

active, building yea r s in his rabbinate. Among other 

activity, in 1898 he wrote the famous anti-Zionist 

re solution presented at the U.A.n .c. convention in Richmond, 

Va.; he was an officer and soon the president of the Sabbath 

School Union; he helped r eorganize Ci ncinnat i 's in terfaith 

Cosmic Club which sponsored years of good -natu r ed study and 
. 

s ocia li zing: he opened the U.S. Senate with prayer; he 

joined a fight to clean up Cincinnati's corrupt government: 

he chaired the committee to celeb r ate Isaac Mayer Wise's 

80t h birthday, and he used his influence with Governor Taft 
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protectorate.190 

70 

During this time although Philipson's stature g r ew , 

Ello llollander Philipson was not happy. Periodically she 

was ill, and she longed for her Bal timore friends and 

family. Apparently , she also was mist reated by some 

Ci ncinnati ans for being "above them" . The Philipsons ' road 

was rocky: despite successes they also endured heortbreaking 

setbacks and continuous periods of doubt and depression. 

They would wonde r if coming to Cincin na ti had been n wise 

move,191 

There was as yet one lustrous hope remaining for 

Phi lipson in Ci ncinnati . After Isaac Wise died in Ma rch, 

1900 , which l ef t David Philipson as the unchallen ged senior 

r abb i of Ci ncinnati, a void made itself ma nifest: the llebrew 

Union Co llege needed a new president. This was the never

s tated-aloud, but golden plum which Philipson coveted. 

The death of Wise created a very complex situa t io n. 

Conflicting agendas, h uman ambitions , and political 

aspirations ell focussed on th e Col l ege ' s vacant presidency . 

There were many possible candidates fo r the position , and 

those whose obligation it was to fill the office, the Boa rd 

of Governor s , found themselves in an unprecedented 

position .1 92 A 1901 su rv ey of eighteen alumni of the 

Co llege seeking their opinions regarding a new president 

yielded ten different names. Philipson received three 
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vote s , two of which were second c ho ices . 193 In this milieu 

of co nflict a nd indec i s i on - on many matte r s - 110 s uccesso r . 
could immedia tely be se l ec ted, and two t empo r a ry presiden t s , 

Moses Mielzine r and Gotthard Deu t sch , se rved until Kaufmn nn 

Kohler finally was el e c ted to the post in 1903. 194 

Phi l ipson was both an active a nd a passive par ti c i pa nt 

in the affairs du r ing thi s time. At lea st two promin ent 

rabb is , Max Helle r a nd Adolph Moses,195 lo bbied on his 

beha lf. Yet , facto r s beyond Philipson' s control ba rred him 

fr om bei ng consider ed as a ser ious candida t e. Some people 

urged tha t the s uccessor not be a Cincinnati mnn , in o r de r 

to involve a wide r cons tituen c y in s u pport of the Col l ege ; a 

New York e r was their p r eference .1 96 Some favo r ed a kno wn 

schola r , such as Is r ae l Abrahams or Cl a ude Mon t efio r e fo r 

the jo b; others pushed that th e man be an American 

scholar.197 Philipson's a~~o l arship was not in this 

catego ry. Additionally , Philip son' s old a ntagonist , 

Bernhard Be ttmann, sti l l pres i ded over the College Boar d of 

Go ve r no r s , and he opposed Ph ili pson . In Phi l ipson ' s 

estima t ron , Be ttmann coul d not countenance any Cincinnati 

rabbi other than the D'nai Jeshurun rabb i , as succeeding 

Wise . 198 Furthermore , De ttmann ,referred so~eone f r om 
• 

outside; Philipson was too near to the College fo r 
~ 

Bettma nn' s pe r sonal comfort. He favored Abr ahams , Ho rri s 

Jastrow, or Ra bbi J. Leonard Levy of Pit t sburgh . 199 Yet , 

.Levy declined. t~offer en d sqppo rted Ko~ler. Levy a r gued 

r •· 
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that Koh ler' s sc holars hip . Ne w York a nd Chicago conn ectio ns 

and senio rity i n age ga ve hi m presid e n tial a ttr ibutes which 

othe r s , l nc lu<lin g himself and Philipson, lacked . 200 Oe spite 

these arguments , Phi li pso n be l ieved that he co uld ha ve bee n 

e l ec t ed s ave for one iss ue: 

" I wou l d no t play polit ics . If I had I 
ha ve no doubt I might have l a nded the 
presidency of the llebrew Union Coll ege 
as Wise ' s successor ..•. I migh t ••• ha ve 
obtained the office i f I had g un ned fo r 
it . Bu t I would not . The dig nit y of rn y 
posi tion was mo re to me than any 
presidency . I wo uld not stoop to 
lobbying . 11 20 1 

This no ble r es tra i nt may actually have been Philipso n' s 

r ationale which cloaked l1is hitter acknowledgement of 

defeat. Yet , when al l was sai d and done , Philipson was not 

the president of 11 . U. C. , but he wa s left as Cincinna t i's 

premier J ewi s h spokesman , and one of Cincinnati and 

Am e r ica's most powerful rabbis. This was au gmented when his 

f r iend, Ka u fmann Kohl e r . came t o t own; Phil i pson sat in the 

catbird s eat of powe r and hi s influence was gre a t. lie 

became "the uncrowned king o f th e College. 11 202 

The Kohle r Year s : 

The Growth of a Natio na l Rabbi nate, 1903 - 192 1 

David Phi l ipson rea ched the zeni th of h is power a nd 

i n flue nce during the years of Kaufma nn Kohler ' s 11.U. C. 

pr esidency (1903-1 921), rou ghly the first two decades of the 

t we ntie th century. His patterns a nd s tyles were se t; now be 
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began to play them out, particularly with added significance 

in the national arena. After Isaac Wise died his disciples 

undertook leading the C.C.A.R.; Philipson was elected its 

fifth president in 1907. Philipson also participated in 

founding the American Jewish Committee , organizing 

coopera tion of the J.P.S . and the C. C.A.R. to produce an 

English, Jewish Bible translat ion , directing the 

U.A.H.C./C . C. A.R. Commission on Jewish Education wh ich he 

chaired for two generations , and co nt i nued schola rly 

efforts. Overall , Philipson's nat ional and local i nfluence 

grew, especially at Hebrew Union College . 

Although Philipson was not elected H. U.C. ' s new 

president, Kaufmann Kohler's arrival made Philipson the next 

best thing. Kohler's presence reunited t he longtime friends 

and onetime collaborators. This time, however, Philipson 

was not the neophyte . By 1903, not only was Philipson 

entering his fifth decade of life and completi ng twenty 

years in the rabbinate, he already wa s fifteen years at Bene 

Israel and was Cincinnati ' s undisputed rabbinic leader . 

Kohler was the newcomer. Philipson's seniority , prestige, 

familiarity with Cincinnati politics and position on the 

Hebrew Union College Board of Governors made him the perfect 

support for Kohler. Philipson's assets matched Kohler's 

needs; the two agreed t hat Philipson was Kohler's "mainstay" 

for years.203 Furthermore the junior did not de viate in his 

party line loyalty to the senior, and vas rewarded vith 
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nearly unrestricted trust and co nfid e nce . Also . Kohler 

intended to direct the College along a strict , c lassical 

Re form Jew ish ideology of which David Philipso n no t on l y 

approved. but welcomed and supported wholeheartedly.2 04 1n 

such a r elationship, Phi lipso n' s i nfluence waxed eno rm o usly 

great, a nd he became the College ' s unc r ow ned monarch. Yea r s 

later he r eflec ted on Koh l e r: " A g r eat schola r bu t no 

executive. I supported him loya lly. 11 205 

Kohler used Philipson a nd so ught his opinion and 

pa rtner ship in many issues . Kohler often invited Phil tps on 

to addre ss the s tudent s . officially and unofficially . 206 

Phi l ip son cha i red the noard's Commit tee on Filling Vacancies 

in the Fac ult y in which role he worked closely with Kohler 

to secure and promote the men that t hey wished. Philipson 

al s o chai red the Commi t tee on Admi ss ions, thu s wieldin g a 

hand in the selection of the Col le ge ' s st udent body , a nd 

ultimately, in the Refo rm rabbinate. Al s o serving on th e 

Committees on Sa laries and Schola r s hips a nd on Course of 

Study, Philip~ thereby could influe nce the school ' s 

pro gram, its st ud e nt s , the faculty and its direc t io n. 

Philipson did a ll th is and more , as well as a t various ti mes 

teac h Semi tic languages, Bi bl e , a nd llomi l etics (althouch he 

was in no sense a sc holarly Semitest) . Fu rth ermo r e , in many 

letters and reports, Kohle r admitted to ac ting or deciding 

on matters after securing Dr. Philipson's counsel. The two 

were a very powerful team.207 

• ,. 
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Yet , despite Philipson ' s secure station al 11.U.C., 

shortly after Koh l e r ' s arrival in Cincinnati Philipson twice 

tendered to the Boa rd his r esignation as a professor. In 

May , 1905, and again in October, 1906 , after having been 

prevailed upon to return , Philipson resigned from the 

College faculty. The circumstances su rr ounding these 

r esignations a r e not completely clear, yet, somewhat 

reconstructed , they reveal controversies at the College, an <l 

how power and personalities pe r iodically clash . 

Philipson had been teaching Homiletics since 189t . 208 

This was a very important pr actical subject , as the students 

needed to conduct themselves well on the bima , and preachin g 

would be their primary means of instruction and of 

presenting themselves to their congregants. Thus, Philipson 

had significant access t o and influence upon sco r es of eari) 

American rabbis . In May, 1905 , something induced Philipson 

to resi gn the chair of homiletics : he in<licate<l both in his 

published autobiography and in hi s private diary that Kohler 

wanted to teach the subject, and that he would not stand in 

the Presi dent ' s way.20.9 Io Kohle r' s Se ptember 26 , 1905 

report to the Board, however , he cast the matter in a 

differen t light: 

Owing , howe ve r, to the r esignation of 
Prof . Rabb i Dr . Philipson at the last 
meeting of the Board we have a t pr esent 
none to take cha rge of one of t he mos t 
important depar t ments of the Col lege , 
the cha ir on Homiletics, and I sincerely 
hope that you will take t he necessary 
steps to again receive the valuable , o r 



invaluable , se rv ices of Dr. Phi l ip s on 
gi ve n by him so assiduous l y and 
de vo t e d l y t hese ma ny yea r s . The news of 
his r e si gnati o n has ca used g r eat 
un eas i ness amo ng t he s t uden t s and 
f r ie nds of t he Col lege a nd giv e n rise to 
mi sgivin gs a nd misu nde r sta ndi ng; the 
s oo ner, there f o r e , th e po s i t io n is 
f i lled again by him who has reflec t ed 
muc h c redit on i t hitherto , the be t te r 
will be t he c o ndi t io n of t he College.210 
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Despite the cloudiness i n these affa i rs , Philipson prohably 

did r esign , as indica t e d, to make room fo r Kohler, yet the 

l otter failed to foresee the r esponses to the act . lie 

pr e vailed upo n Phil i pson , witl1 the Board ' s unanimous 

r eques t , to withd r aw t he resignation and continue 

t eachi ng.2 11 

Abo u t a yea r l ate r a nothe r po l itical incident 

t r anspi r ed r esul t i ng i n Philipso n' s ultimate resignation 

from the fa c ult y , a nd which was not mentioned i n Philipson ' a 

published a utobiogra phy. Phi l i pson was ne ve r liked by Isaac 

Wi s e' s g rand son, Ma x B. May, who fe lt t hat the g r ea t rabbi 

l o ved Philipson mo r e t han h i s g r a ndso n , o r so Philipson 

co n jectured . Reg ard l ess , May a rranged t ha t the College's 

pa tro n , t he U.A . 11 . C. , pass a r esol ut ion pr eve nting a person 

fr om s i multaneou s ly se rv i ng as a Col lege f a cu lt y membe r a n rl 

a s a Co l lege Boa rd membe r. At t he t ime , Phi li pson was o ne 

of only two perso ns in s uc h a po s iti o n (Ra bbi Lo uis Gr ossman 

o f Ci nci nna t i wa s t he othe r ) . Ph ilips o n though t t ha t May 

e xpec ted him to res ign the Boa rd position and r e ma i n on t he 

f a cult y , but Phi lip s on s urprised hi m. He r esig ned f rom t he 
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faculty and a rranged to be appointed a special lecture r in 

Refo r m Judaism. the r eby r elinquishing faculty s t atus but 

retaining his stude nt contact and his Board position end 

influence. Philipson later rationalized that this move 

serendipitously occu rred at the moment his Reform Movement 

in Judaism was published , and Philipson was evermore hailed 

as t he histo r ian of the moveme n t . 2 12 Philipson continued 

both teachin g the histo r y of Refo rm Judaism and serving as a 

member of the Coll e ge Boa rd of Gove r nors until late in his 

life. 

Overall, Philipson had acquired much power at the 

Col lege . yet a l ong with the power he also gained opponents . 

Despite his despisa l of political maneuve r ing by rabbis , 

Phi li pson was compe ll ed to engage in it . and to some wh a t 

mas ter it in order to retain his position . Once atop t he 

mountain. Philipson had to continually assert hi mse lf to 

remain on top , which also did not help to ing r atiate him to 

o t hers . His would remain both a secure position and a 

tenuous on e . 

During the r emai nder of Kohler's 11 . U. C. presidency -

indeed unt il Ko hle r was s ucceeded - Philipson r emained 

stron gly in power and allied with Kohle r . In 1907 when 

Kohle r a nd the College became enta ngled i n a messy affair 

surroundin g the resigna ti o ns of thre e openly Zionist faculty 

members, Hex L. Margol i s , lle nry Malter and Max 

Sch loessi nge r, Ph i lipson not only stalwartly sided with 
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Koh l er in accepting the resignations of these ideological 

incompatibles, but he delighted especially in seei ng 

Margolis leave. Phili pson saw the controversy as simpl y 

being one of insubordination; Margol is was an ambi t ious man 

who clashed on se veral fro nt s with Kohler and the College 's 

positions. Addit iona lly, it was commonl y rumored that 

Margolis was afte r the same plum that Phi l i pson sought: t o 

eve ntua lly gain the H.U . C. presidency. From Philipso n' s 

point of view, Ma rgolis ' departu r e e l iminat e d another 

conte nd er.2 13 Philipson a l so became very i nv ol ved in 

placi ng the Col lege's graduates , es pecia ll y as assistants in 

la r ge co ngregations. In s uch a manner he was ab l e to of fer 

pa tronage to many young me n . Just as he c ha i red the 

admissions committee which oversaw entrance to the College, 

Ph ilipson ' s connect ions also made him an impo rt a n t , if 

unof fic ia l, placement official. Among the many young men 

du ring these years who were s up por ted by Philipso n, to s ome 

ex tent , ei the r for e ntrance proteks ia or exit patronage 

i ncluded Morris l a zaron, Philip Booksteber, Na than Stern, 

Julian Morgen s tern, Ed wa rd L. Israel a nd Jacob R. Mercus.214 

Many of his disciples and former students also corresponded 

with Philipson end respected him as a father figure or 

turned to him for professional advice. In fact, Philipson 

unofficially ac ted as a posek, sending out teshuvot t o his 

students' shealot . 215 Indeed, Philipson's kingly r ole at 

the College and for its graduates vas second only t o that of 
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the president, and sometimes s urpassed that, until vayakom 

malekh chadash - a new king arose over the Hebrew Union 

College - who did know David. 
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As much as Philipson's influence grew through his work 

at the College, it also increased through his work in other 

national and professional orga nizat ions . One such instance 

was Philipaon ' s activity with the American Jewish Committee, 

which was effectively called i nto be i ng following the 

s hocki ng pogroms i n Russia in 1903 and 1905. Following the 

first horrors, Philipson and myriad others made public 

outcries, but Philipson went so far as to propose a national 

Jewish organization to speak for Jews, and to unite the 

various groups which were acting independently . His call 

was made at the 1903 U. A.H.C . convention in St . Louis, but 

his resol ut ion failed to bring an active response.216 

Othe rs. too, called for a national Jewish organization, but 

the concept lacked the required critical mass needed for 

concretization . Following the 1905 pogroms, Louis Marshall 

cal led together thirty-four national leaders, including 

David Philipson. to consider for ming such a body. The idea 

took hold. Although the concept was rampant at the time, 

Philipson overly prided himself on fathering the idea of a 

national Jewish Congress. He particfJ'Gted in Marshall's 

organizational conference (he was one of but four rabbis 

present) and served on a committee of seven to iron out the 

structural plan for the embryonic American Jewish 
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Committee.217 Other than this initial work, Philipson ' s 

involvement with the Commi ttee would be little more than 

serving as a District VIII member of the General 

Committee.218 Most likely, he was the "Cincinnati presence" 

at the inaugural mee tin g , and his involvement ser ved 

somewhat to placate the Ci ncinnati Reform establishment ; the 

Committee was to be a New York City-run oligarchy. 

Philipson did not operate in this circle . Throughout his 

career, although he pe riorltca1ly worked with several of them 

and even was cal led to the Temple Emanu-El pulpit, Philipson 

always was somewhat estranged f r om New York's uptoun Jnwish 

elite. lie wa s a provincial Midwestern Cincinnatian who 

lacked the broad point-of-view of the New Yorkers; he dirl 

not belong in the inner world of the American Jewi s h 

Comm ittee. 

The national Jewish organization into which Philipson 

did most naturally fit, however , was the Cent ral Conference 

of American Rabbis. The first two decades of the twentieth 

century a l so marked the height of Philipson's power in the 

C.C.A . R. (For a fuller analysis of Philipson ' s C.C.A.R. 

role, see chipter four below.) Following Isaac Wise's 

death , the presidency of the Conference passed ..among its 

leading members in two-year terms; Philipson was elected 

pr esident for ~907-1909 , becoming the Conference's fifth 

president . Not o nly was he a president, but he served o n 

the Executive Committee for years and he was part of the 
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C. C.A.R.' s i nner ci rcle from which its officer s came. Many 

of Philipson's close f ri e nd s and colleagues a l so served as 

president in these years, i nc ludin g Joseph Stolz (1905-

1907), Samuel Sc hulman (1911-1913), Moses Gries ( 19 13- 19 15) , 

William Rosenau (1915-1917), an d Leo Frank li n ( 1919-

1921).219 With his friends running the Conference , 

Philipson enjoyed a lo ng period of great power. Amo ng 

rabbis, Phi l i pso n wa s a fo r ce . 220 

Ph i lip so n' s C. C.A. R. pr esidency was a lively period. 

In 1908 Philipson helped e ngi neer an agreement with the 

Jewish Publication Society to jointly sponsor an English 

translation of the Bib l e . Al so , the Co nference went on 

record opposi ng intermarriages a nd supporting aid to 

Ethiopian J ews; it mo r e av i dly stru ck an a nt i - Zionist 

pos ture ( whi ch was, in pa rt, Philipson's legacy for Zionist 

Ma x He ller , who s ucceeded Philipson as presiden t ) , and it 

e ne r geti ca ll y en t ered the tract -wr iti ng busi ness , with 

Philipson writing it s s eco nd tract , "The Jew in America."221 

During his two-year term of office, Philipson c haired two 

conventions o f the Conferenc e, the second of which Philipson 

a rra nged to t ake place in New York City i n 1909 . This was 

the Conference's f i rs t autumn convention and its first 

convention in that city. In organ i z i ng the c onvention along 

these novel l ines , Philipson sought to make a showcase of 

modern American Re form Judaism in Amer ican Jewry's 

unoffic ial capital, which t~emed with Jewish nationaljsts, 
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secularists, socialists and t r ad it ional i sts . The p r etense 

for the November ga thering wa s to celebrate th e centenary of 

David Ei nho r n ' s birth , but Phili pso n trul y s ought an 

ideological showdown . lie wrote in his diary: "I was 

president at th e time and I was determined that t he meeti ng 

should take place in the metropolis so that Reform and a nti 

Zionism should have a heari ng . 11 222 Philipson go t hi s 

publicity ; he also invi gorated his Zion i s t oppo nents of 

which there was a g r owin g number in the C . C. A. R., a nd who 

were led by t he i ncoming Con ference presi den t, Max 

llell e r. 223 The personal anta gonism of He ll er (and l a ter hi s 

son , James , who would eventually s uccee d to the pulpit of 

Cinci nna t i's ri val Bene Yeshur un ) and Phi l i pson would end ure 

unt i l their deaths.224 

Ph i l ipson also wa s a rel a tively se nior member of the 

C.C . A. R. by this pe r iod , and ob v iou sl y would r e main s o a ll 

hi s remaini ng days . Mos t of the Conference members had be e n 

his st ude nts a t one t ime , a nd despite thei r collea g uesh ip 

wou ld look to him as a se ni o r s t atesma n. Durin g this pe r iod 

Philipson bega n to consciously foster such a relationship 

a nd to a s se r t his his t o r ical claims to fame . I n a floo r 

de bate whe n t he 19 12 co nvention was co nsideri ng the 

execu tive s tructure o f the Con f e r e nce , Ph i li ps on announced: 

" I am goi ng back into his t ory now , because I wos the first 

Cor r espondi ng Secr eta r y of this Conf e r e nce , a nd I, knowi ng 

t he hi s tor y o f t he Confe r e nce f r om t he ve r y 
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beginning ••• believe it would be well for us to abide by the 

old rule."225 This was among the first public occasions 

when Philipson invoked his seniority for legitimization. lie 

was still shy of fifty years old , but almost thirty years in 

the r ab binate; he already had obse rv ed twenty-three years of 

the C.C.A.R. , and would see th i rt y- seven more before his 

death. It is no wonder that Philipson's positions later 

appeared passe: he invoked his historical connections for 

his authenticity , and he would continue to do so fo r nearly 

four more decades.226 To a degree , Philipson may have 

hastened his ultimate antiquation by standing on history for 

legitimacy. 

Nevertheless , Philipson still enjoyed much influence in 

national organizations. lie was very involved in Jewish 

education. lie chaired the U. A.H . C. /C . C. A. R. Comm i ssion on 

Jewish Education , and th ereby influenced the issuing of many 

textbooks . ' Also in the publishing world, Philipson ch aired 

the C.C.A.R. Committee on Re vision of the Union Prayer Book 

which brought out revisions of the two U. P.B. volumes in 

1918 and 1921 , and his involvement with the J .P.S. went 

beyond the Bible translation into active service on the 

Pub lication Committee and numerous subcommittees . 227 

Additionally , Philipson participated in the Na tional 

Federation of Religious Liberals , he was a director of the 

B'nai B' rith's Anti-Defamation League, and he keynoted the 
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Temple Sisterhoods . 228 
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Th i s per i od of the first two decades of the century 

also saw Philipson's emergence in the realm of scholarship. 

Most notably , his Reform Movement in Judaism , which wou ld 

become the standard work in the field, first appeared in 

1907. This book filled a void in th e movement ' s identity and 

credibility; now it had a me ti c ulou s , if pa rtis a n and 

passionate historical study and an historia n. ln ge neral , 

The Reform Mo vemen t in Judaism was well-acclaimed. 229 

Philipson devoted about a decade ' s sporadic research to 

writing his Refo r m Movement. The same period saw h i m 

produce two book- length selections of th e writin gs of Isaac 

M. Wise , a study of J aco b Ezekiel , bi ographical r esearch of 

the founders of Europe ' s r e form movement , and some 

evaluations of local, Ohi o Valley Jewish history. In this 

period, a nd leading to the Fi r st World Wa r , Philipson beRan 

developing himse l f into a careful , if not a nalytic, student 

of Reform Judaism and American Jewry. This attention to 

Ame r ican history gained pr edominance during a nd followins 

the War whe n Philipson shed much of his Ge r manophile 

iden t ity ; t hereafter , Philipson's histo r ical work nearly 

completel y focussed on the Ame ri can Jewish f r o n t . 230 

I n t he same period when Ph il ipson earnest l y bega n to 

stud y the h isto r y of America ' s Jews, that h i story end the 

comp l ex i on o f t he commun ity was unde r goi ng a dramatic 
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metamorphosis wh ich would impact on Da vid Phil i pson . The 

first decade of the twentieth century , al one, saw a mi ll io n 

Eas tern Europ ea n Jewish immigrants arrive i n the United 

States . 23 1 The numerical and cultural domination of the 

Ge r man Jews over the Easte rn Euro pea ns was toppling. 

Additionally , Ci ncinnati's he gemo ny in American Judaism was 

rapidly y i eld in g to Ne w York. 

Philipson was ambivalent in his outlooks towRrds the 

newcome r s . Like a well -to- do, benevolent uncle - secu r e in 

distance and material - Philipson was sympa thetic to their 

p l ight. As ea rly as t he fi r st years of the 1890 ' s , 

Philipson had established a r el i gio us school for the 

immigrants at Bene I s r aei.232 lie was sincer ely devoted to 

the prin cip le s of Prophetic Judaism . In 19 10 wh en Romanian 

and Aust r ian Jews were persecuted, as their Rus sian 

neighbors hod bee n befo r e, Philipson pleaded t heir case in 

his Rosh llasbanah se r mon, ''llave you r ead the tales of 

s ufferin g , persecution , exile? ••• If our Judaism means 

anything does it not mean t his: to clo the the na ked , to f eed 

the hungry, to stretch out the hand t o the suffering 

brother?"233 Magnanimously, Philipson saw a ri ch 

oppo rtunity in helping the immig r ants: " ... oh ! what an 

opportunity is he r e for th e bringing of t he doctrines and 

teachings of reform to these bri s ht, i ntelli gent wide-awake 

young men and women o f the Russian q uarte r st 11 234 The 

prevailing s pirit of optimism , belief in American Jewish 
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potency, and a developing American hegemo ny in World 

Jewry235 all supported Philipson' s viewpoint. Ile would 

proclaim , " Woe unto us if we have not vision ! ••• the 

blessing and prosper ity which are ours here in Americ a are 

to become the instruments of salvation for our breth r e n. 11 236 

Along with the optimism and sense of duty , however, 

Philipson also harbored a disdain for the new arri vals . To 

Philipson , not only did thei r uncultured , unruly, Ol<l l.Jo rld 

sty l e reflect badly on the established Ge rman Jews, but the 

newcomers also brought a devo tion to Jewish nationalism and 

either a lack of religiosity or antiquated o rt hodo xy. 237 

Despite the oppor tun ity to Americanize and reform the 

immigrants, Philipson maintained a careful distance from 

them. The dissimilarities outwe i ghed kla l yisrael. Thus , 

despite active work in Cincinnati's assimilationist 

Americanization Executive Commi ttee , despite pushing Reps. 

Nicholas Longworth and Alfred C. Allen in 1911 to support 

abrogation of America's long-standing trade agreement with 

Russ i a , and despi te his opposition to ge neral immigration 

re s triction, Phi lipson practiced and encouraged a policy of 

seg regation . As the chairman of the Committee on 

Applications of the H.U.C. Board of Governors , Phi lip son 

tried to bar Eastern European s f r om enter ing the College.238 

Regarding ''young men from the Eas t Side of New York ," 

Philipson wrote to a New York City rabbi, urging him not to 

send these prospects to Cincinnati: " They have often been a 
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cause of great annoyance and disturbance. Frequently too 

they have not been in sympa thy with the standpoint of the 

college. I believe I need say nothing further to you. You 

can read betwee n the lines . "239 With such a policy, 

Philipson was not concer ned with sen di ng re ligious l eade r s 

out to the Eastern Europeans to bring them to the reform 

fold, rather he was protecting the College from what he 

perceived as unwelcome influences and philosophies. He was 

preserving Reform Judaism's purity from what Adolf Kraus had 

called "the riff r aff . 11 240 In Cincinnati, Philipson co ul d 

afford to be so parochial; while New York City was gaining 

hundreds of thousands of immigrant Jews eve ry year, 

Cincinnati's population of newcomers remained relatively 

small and Philipson could look the other ~ay , if he 

vished.241 

Philipson almost beca me very familiar with New York 

City's Jewish situation: i n 1904 and in 1911 New York City's 

Co~ gregation Emanu-El sought him to assume its lofty pulpit. 

Following Gustav Gottheil's death in 1904, Louis Marshall 

sounded-out Philipson to see if he would consent to come to 

New York, should a call be extended to bim.242 Philipson 

craftily declined Marshall, indicating that he could not, in 

good conscience. respond to such a tentative sounding

out. 243 Effectively, he neither said "yes" nor "no," but 

' pushed Marshall and his Board into making a decisive offer. 

The offer was not forthcoming. Philipson's true objection 
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was no t to the natu r e of the pr ocess , but to the un spoken 

r eality that whomever was s elected would not be th e new 

senio r rabbi , bu t would be a coequal with Rev. Dr. Joseph 

Sil ve rman, Cotthe il' s assistant, for whom Philipson had 

little love or respect. 244 Silverman had set up this 

s ituation , a nd Philipson would not ag r ee to it. By the 

natu r e of the maneu ve rin g , it is probable that Philipson 

wou ld ha ve accep ted a n offe r to be the outr iRht se nior r abbi 

of Emanu- El , had it been offe r ed . Why else would he have 

jockeyed a r ou nd Ma r shall's bid? 

Even thou gh with Kauf ma nn Kohle r now runnin g the 

Co llege and Ph i l ipson ' s star being o n the ri se in 

Cincinnati , Da vid Ph ilipson undo ubte dly salivated fo r the 

New York City position . Rmanu - El ' s wa s the fine s t pu l pit in 

America , and s u~ceeding Cottheil would have been a signa l 

honor. Despi te the fact that ~menu- E l ' s ra bbi would be 

overshadowed by its g reat lay leaders , Ma r shal l, Jacob 

Schiff , Felix Wa r bu r g , Ad ol ph Ochs and o t he r s , t h i s should 

not deter Philipson; he had e ndur ed Cinc i nnati ' s very g r ea t 

laity . Furth e rmore , Phi lipson had jus t l ost a bid to be the 

ki ng of Cincin na t i Jewr y , to be the Co llege Pr esident , and a 

mo ve to Emenu- El would be a very significan t comeuppance . 

Additi onal l y and ironically, in 1868 Temple Emanu-El had 

sought Max Lilien t hal t o be its rabbi, but he turn ed it down 

af ter the Ci ncinnetians app li e d g r eat pressure . 245 Again , 

Philipson was i n hi s mentor's Cootsteps . Ye t, Ph ilipson 



ma de his ploy, a nd discovered tha t Si lver ma n wa s too well 

entrenched. 
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Seven years l ater after Judah Hagnes depa rted Temple 

Emanu-El in order to di r ect the Ne w York Ci t y Kehill a , the 

congregation agai n sought Phi lips on. This time the scena ri o 

differed but t he outcome was identical . Although the 

delibe ration s were more drawn out, and this time it was 

Isaac Wise 's so n-in - law, Ad o lph Oc hs , directly , and the 

powe rful J a cob II . Sc hiff who u pplied the lcv c r n ~ c indirectly 

throug h Phi l ipso n' s h r other- in-l nw , Jncoh ' lollnnder , t he 

results were the same . 246 This time the job was clearly 

off e red , but Philipson wisely r e fused to sha re t he position 

with Silverman. Neither could he countenance the 

con g r egation r e t i ring Si lverman while he was in the prime of 

his l ife , nor could Philipson take th e j o b a nd then re ques t 

the congregation to pe nsio n Sil verman, as he was a sk ed to 

do; either of which scenarios would disgrace or emasc ul ate 

the men . Even thoug h Sch i ff wrote Hollander " ••• that 

Philipson represented mo r e than anyone else, the Judaism for 

which Temp le Emanuel has s tood these ma n y years ••• 11 247 

Philipson could not be moved from his position . He was 

rightly protecting hi s ~ntegrity and his aspirations. 

Ul timately, a fter pre ssu r e f rom the Congre ga tion' s powers , 

from Solomon Schechter who wanted Philipson to come to New 

York and make peace in the Jew ishly fractured city, and from 

Jacob llollander who believed that New York was the right 
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final "no thank you" to Jacob Sch i ff.24 8 
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Philipson' s rationale in his re jec ti on of Temp le Emanu-

El, although dist i nct from t he afo r ementioned iss ue s , also 

showe d some truth. When f a ced with o ne of the mos t c r i tical 

decisions of hi s caree r, elements of th e t rue Phi l ipson came 

f orth. As in 1904 , Phi li pso n sil e ntly c r a ved the position . 

Yet, he was a ma n of princip l e , inte g r i ty a nd d i gnity, and 

although he co uld have gra ndly g r aced the New York City 

pulpit, the conditio ns of t he mo ve wo uld have so il ed him . 

Furthermore, in his letter of r ejec tion he indicated that he 

could not leave Cincinnati whe r e hi s influence , t h r o ugh t he 

College, would be g r eatest . This was a th inl y- veiled 

response to Sc hif f ' s words : "It i s a ca ll to duty.... I t is 

not Orthodoxy or Reform , but Judaism or Zionism . • • 11 24 9 

Philipson parried th e th ru s t, writin g : 

My best contribution to our cause 
therefore lies in doing a ll I can 
towards shaping the views of thes e 
future leade r s by word and e xample here 
where we have them in their formative 
years. Such to my mind is my duty at 
this juncture . And therefore I feel 
that I should remain here . 250 

The open rationale, therefore, was that a s Philipson's 

Cincinnati statu r e had ri sen sine~ 1904, and as Ka ufma nn 

Kohler was nearing seventy years old, Philipson would not 

l eave Cincinnati for he agai n hoped to be the College's next 

pres ident. This time the comeuppance seemed to be reversed. 

Private l y in his diary, however, Philipson confessed that 



had the Silve rman issue been r esolved and the of fer been 

outright, he likely would have agreed . 25 1 The prospect of 

leading America's cathedral congregation almost su r passed 

any other dream for David Philipson . 

Years later, after he had not eve n received the 

consolation prize, Philipson more soberly reflected, 
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" I •• • thank my stars that I did not. go to Temple l~manuel when 

I wa s so st rongly urged by the committee to become the rabbi 

of the conoregation. The traditional word abo ut that 

congregation in the nin etee nth century was ' st r on g i n the 

pew , but weak in the pulpit . 111 252 After seein g the 

domination and treatment of Cmnnu- El's rabbis, S ilverman , 

Samuel Schul man , Nathan Krass , and Hyman Enelow , Philipson 

was r elie ved that he had said no. Thus, he r ealized that he 

did prefer being a big fish i n the smaller sea of Cincinnati 

- and being respected for it - than bei ng a small , but 

possibly abused fish in a bi g ocean. 

Ultimately , the Emanu-F.l episodes reveal Philipson 's 

integ ri ty , ambitions, and nati o nal sta nd i ng , as well as the 

place of the rabbi in the congregational world. Even at the 

zenith of his powe r and ca reer when he stood second to none 

in the rabbinate, Philipson, like all rabbis, still deferred 

to the powerful and s ubstan t ial lay leaders . Although he 

almost won the greatest of American pulpits - the 

culmination of a fantasy - Philipson's dignity vould not 

allow him to sully himself or anyone else to gain t he post . 
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No r would he let the post uecome belit t led . !!is hono r, 

however, also was a bar ri er . 

The same integ rity wh ich tw ice p r evented Philipson from 

ga inin g t he Eman u- F. l pu l pit , also twi ce pre ve nted him from 

being considered and elected 11 . U. C. president. ll ow ironi c : 

if Phi lipson had a Shak esp e a rian fnt n l flaw wh ich ke pt him 

from the highest hei ghts , it was the very quality which a l s o 

lifted him from being me r e ly a mai l man ' s so n to the s t uf f ed -

shirt gen try: th e flaw was Philipson ' s ~-development of a 

gen tlemanly dig nity and in t eg rity which he t hough t was 

befitting a c ultur ed American rabbi! Philipson would play 

ou t the bi t terness of his disappointments a t others' expense 

for the r est of h i s li fe . 

On the home f r ont i n Ci nci nn ati during t his pe r iod , 

Philipson co ntinued to wr estle with the problem of poor 

attendance at d ivi ne se rv ices. lie hoped that when the new 

temple on Rockda l e Avenue opened i n Fall , 1906 , it would 

help solve the difficul t ies. No longer would t he mostly 

s uburban-dwel l ing congregants have to jou r ney downtown to 

wo r ship. Neve r theless, Phi lipson was planning to introduc e 

an ea rly Friday eveni ng se r vice , ond str i ve to aga in make 

Shabbat morning the pr ima ry service . lie did not want to 

violate the fami ly t ime which he always conside r ed to be 

Friday nigh t.2 53 Hopefully, he looke d forward to 

eliminating t he Sunday servic e: it was " •• • better than none. 

At leas t the men can come, but it was merely a civil day of 
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r est , without sonctification."254 This set-up tlid not l os t . 

l n 1 9 0 8 t h e L K • 13 • I. Ro a r cl r e i n s t i tu t e d t It e l n t e F ri 11 a y 

service on the wish of "many members of the Cong re ~atlon ," 

and it remain ed in force . 255 Sunday services did continue , 

o n and off, for decades . 

In other effo rt s to increase Temple attendance a nd 

participation , Philipson turned to givin g birthda y bless ings 

to the childre n on the last Su nday of each month , and t o 

r enewed observance of the pil n rimane festiv a ls . With 

dignified pageant r y Philipson paraded the congrer.ation ' s 

children and their parents onto the "platforn" t o re ceive 

his bless in g . For a long while this apparently was 

successful and popular; Philipson viewed this as a holy duty 

in which he was both loving a nd religiously awesome to his 

flock . Later , attendance of the parents s lipped , causin g 

Phi l ipson to lament: 

They do not gra sp what it means to a 
child to know that the father and mother 
a r e present when it is blessed . Their 
presence wou ld indicate for the child 
that the bl e ssing is not merely a school 
f unction but that it is a ve ry important 
ma t ter .2 56 

This ma tt e r actua lly indicates that to a real deg r ee 

Philipso n wa s not in cong r uence with his c ongre gants on what 

was impo rtant . He a l so instituted a Fell Harvest se r vice, 

mode led after church harvest/thanksgivi ng se rvices , to 

re place Sukkot , and a congregational sede r with local , 

non r esident Jewish college students es guests . 257 These 

J 
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events along with intense p r each in g we re a ll a i med a t 

increasing a t tendance and stimulatin g r eligiosity . which 

Philipson thou ght wa s s or e ly l acking , 258 

Phil ipson presen t ed a r elj g ious , moral mcssase whe ne ve r 

he was on t he pulpit in a religious servi ce . lie might 

d irectly inveigh agains t co rru pt go ve r nment or pr ohibition 

when s peaki ng in public o r i n a Sunday Lecture . but o n the 

Sabba th at the Temple he always preached n r eli r, ious se r mon 

based on the weekly To r ah po r tion . Even when he did discuss 

curre nt issues , like Zionism o r the Wo rl d Co urL , he a lways 

fo un d a r e ligious plank on which to base hi s message . 259 
~ 

F11rthe r mo r e . refl ecting his Germanic se nse of rliscipltnc , 

Philipson' s se rmon s we re co9sistently pr ecise in thei r 

st ru c tur e : they al ways began di r ect ly with the t ext , 

followed by explication, t h r ee po i nts of illustration, and a 

conclusion with a cha r ge . This was his pri me - sometimes 

only - avenue of commu~i~~tion with his co n g r ega nts, and he 

diligently pr ovided them with r e li gious inst r uction in the 

hi gher mo r a lity .260 Later in his ca r eer he took ser ious 
I 

umb r age at the youn ger rabbi s who used mo vi es, books , and 

other popular c ultu r e or c urr ent eve nts as topics for 

homile ti c discou r se, or even borrowed ser mons from otl1er 

cler gy . 26 1 

\' 
Admin~s tr ati vel y , Philipson was always in pr oper 

de feren tial compliance with his boar d . Hi s was a day when 

the rabbi did not a ttend temp le board meetings , but 
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communicated with the board through its office r s or via the 

mail . Although Philipson conducted the congregation ' s 

religious affairs a nd the board ran everything else , 

Philipso n sti ll needed to secure Board agreeme n t for most 

co ngregational matters . When he decided to organize a men's 

cl ub in spring , 1907, Philipson sought board approval , but 

was rejected on the grounds that " • .. ladies be eligible for 

membe r ship. " 262 After a little more lobbying , Philipson 

received permission . 263 Philipson did serve as an ex

officio member of several board committees when the new 

Rockdale Avenue facility was being built, and he chai r ed the 

Committee on Dedication Exercises.264 Yet , throughout his 

rabbinate, Philipson and the board worked in sepa ra te 

domains, but fairly consistently they supported on e another . 

Philipson was always ca r eful to properly a nd punctually 

convey his plans to the board , and he seldom encountered 

opposition . 

Although he officiated at life-cycle ceremonies of his 

congregants and taught the confi rmat ion class, Philipson did 

not develop a generally close rapport with his flock. He 

did fraternize with his leadership, end he would do the 

extra work needed to please the important people. Once he 

even wrote to Rebekah ~ohut, the widow of his one-time 

institutional rival, Alexander Kohut , in order the place a 

wayward daughter of a fine, Cincinnati Jewish family in 

kohut's school for girls.265 In general, however, Philipson 
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disdained pastoral work; it was only lnter in his career 

that his outlook cha nged . 

Philipson was involved in many issues durin g the first 

two decades of the twentieth century . An outspoken advocate 

of child labor laws , Philipson called child labor " •.• the 

Moloch of g reed (which) is consuming the vitality of the 

children ••• "2 66 Ile felt t hat because of their commitment t o 

the family , Jews should be active in the cnmpni r. n for savi ng 

the children. 26 7 Phi lipso n, as Lilienthal , was equally 

pas s ionate in his opposition t o Bib le rea<li nr in the pub lic 

schools . It was his opinion that the public schools were a 

g ren t clemocratizing influence, and they should be protected 

from any witting or unwittin g secta r ianizi ng . This was 

guaranteed , he clnimed , by the American principle of 

sepa rat ion of church a nd state, and Philipson energetically 

joined a n effo rt in the press and in th e Ohio legisla ture to 

successful l y squelch a bill mandati ng Bible reading in the 

schools . 268 In a similar manner , Phi~ipson was always 

vigilant ly guarding aea inst a nti- semitic defamation . lie 
• 

would work with newspape r s , j uri sts (includin g William 

lloward Taf t end U.S. Chief Justice White) , l oh byist s and 

other civic leaders to expose or rectify an injustice. The 

He nry Ford/Dearbo rn Independent case which began in 1919 

particularly a&itated Philipson , ond he joined the public 

outcry against the c a r maker.269 Ea rl y in the cen tury 

Philipson was very involved in promoting clean go ve r nmen t i n 
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Cinc in na ti. 270 Years late r he opposed pr ohibition on 

g rounds that it wo uld promote illegal liquor traffic (and 

privatel y that it would hurt Ci ncin nati ' s disti ll e r s , some 

of wh om were important congre gants) .271 Also, in 1921 

Philipson arbitrated a wage dispu te in Cin cinnati' s 

const r uction industry , which bro ugh t him further respect and 

the opportunity to ser ve his municipality,272 

Philipson ' s ruos t abso rbin g issues during this period , 

however , were his an t i-Zionism and hi s patriotic, yet peace-

seeking r eac t ions t o the Gr eat \for . In this period , 

Philipson and nearly all of American Re form Jewry were anti-

Zionist (see chap t e r three fo r a full discussion oE 

Ph ilipson' s a nti-Zionism) . Whe n Philipson declared in a n 

add re ss at the U.A. ll . C. meeting in Indianapolis in July 1906 

that, 

Reform Judai s m a nd nationalism, or let 
me use the syno nym fo r Jewish 
nationalism now in vogue, Zi on ism , are 
i ncom pa ti ble a nd irreconciliable . 
Reform Judaism is spiri tual , Zi onism i s 
po lit ical; Re form Ju da i sm is universal , 
Zionism is particul a r is t ic . Re f o r m 
J uda ism looks to the fu tur e , Zionism to 
t he past , the outlook of Ref orm Jud aism 
is the world, the outlook of Zionism is 
a corner of Weste rn Asia273 

he was giving voice to the ma inst r eam philosophy , even 

tho ugh he engendered some opposition . Until 1918 , following 

the Balfour Decla ration, Phil ipson and his colleagues 

rel egated their efforts to speaking, l ect ur i ng , s ermonizin g , 

writing a nd gene rally arguing thei r universa l ist position . 
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No organized or political efforts wer e undertaken , as it 

seemed to Philipson and the Classical Reformers that ther e 

was no need: the anti-Zionists had the support of Ameri c an 

Jewr y's most powerful men and they could not conceive of the 

Zionists making any r eal inroads other than noisemaking and 

clouding the scene. Once the Balf our Declaration wa s issued 

and acknowledged by President Wil son , the anti-Zionists 

awoke to the real ity that their op position had effecti ve ly 

organized themselves i nto an established movement, and would 

require a response of equal organization and effectiveness 

if the universalis t cause was to co ntinue . At th is point 

Philipson turned f r om vocal polemi cs int o attem ptin g to 

organize a body. The subsequent years, wi th the Sa n Remo 

Conference and the Lodge Resolu t io n in the U.S. Congress, 

were critical ones for Philipson a nd marked a turn i ng point 

in h is ow n leadership and in the Zionist-anti-Zionist 

controversy. Philipson's attempt at organizing the anti

Zionist troops failed, and as the Zionists pushed their 

agenda forward, Philipson was reduced to again polemi c i z ing 

from pulpit and press. 

World War I also elicited great passions from 

Philipson, as well as from America and her Jews in general. 

Just as the War brought the United States out of an 

isolationism and aroused feelings of great American 

nationalism, it also caused a coming of age for America's 

Jews, and helped foster Amer ica nism among them. The 



99 

established Ge rman-Je ws underwent an identity c risis. Some. 

l ike Philipson, who always consi dered him self of t his s tock, 

became outs pok e nly anti-Germa n : o thers were like H.U.C. 

professor Gotthard Deutsch who equivocated i n his position 

and incurred the wrat h and hostility of many, includi ng 

David Philipson . 274 Philipson very publically com bine d high 

patriotic feelings wit h fie rce anti - Ge rman s entiment s , and 

was bit terly attacked in the German pres s . 275 

Despite h is act i ve preaching and s peechmaking on the 

war issues, Ph i lipson balked when it came to i nvol vement in 

relief for Jewi sh war re fugees. Althoug h appoi nted a membe r 

of Loui s Marshall's Committee of One Hund red to rai se funds 

for J ews in the wa r zone , Philipson polite l y refused. He 

repli e d, "The J e w• are not fighting nor s uf fe rin g as Jews in 

a Jewish cause . 11 276 To Phi lip son , Jewish suff e ring in 

Europe was incidental to the larger war; t his wa s not an 

anti-Jewish pogrom as was Kish i neff. He a dded , "I fear that 

an unfortunate reaction will result aga i nst the Jews if it 

is known that there is a special Jewi s h fund. Jews will 

receive nothing from ge neral funds ••• • Amer ica n Jews shou ld 

contribute to the general funds which are being ra ise d i n 

this country •• • 11 277 On this matter Philipson end Mars hall 

had fundamentally different views. Marshall was looking far 

ahead: war brings orphans and widows, and despite the bold 

talk about brotherhood, "Who ever gives to Jews?" he 

\ 



r e torted to Philipson . Angrily and s atirically he added , 

chidin g Phil i pson : 

Whe n was it that this new idea, that it 
may be dangerous for Jew~ to he l p on e 
a nothe r, came into exis t e nce? •.• I t has 
not been r ecog nized by o ur 
phi l a nthropists, who have built u p a 
remarkable chain of institutions 
intend e d solely to r elie ve Jews •. • • I 
am afraid that I am beh ind the times 
when I assert that the duty of a J ew 
he l ping Jew i n distre s s was ne ver 
o reate r than it is t oday.27 8 
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Phi li pson ' s view was honest and decent , but li mited in scope 

and t o o rig i d in allegiance to his pr inciples of 

universa li sm and Ame rican nationali s m. Ma r sha ll, by fa r the 

br oade r a nd deepe r-min ded of the two , ur p,ed a blendin g o f 

Americanism with active suppo rt of klal yi s r ae l. This same 

diffe ren ce kept Phil i pso n entrenched in Jewi s h universalism 

a nd anti-Zionism , but a ll owed Ma r shall to become Ame r ican 

Jewry 1 s gr eates t leader and later rebuild a compro1~ ise 

Jewi sh Agency. 

After the Wa r, Philipson' s unive r salism a nd ho pes again 

reflower ed with the pr omi se of The League of Nations . 

Philipson d r ew up a petition for the U. A. H.C . s upportin g the 

League , and he spoke tireless ly from hi s pulpit and 

elsewhe r e ur gin g bo t h citizens and the Se nate to g ive the 

League a chance . 279 To P~i lipson, thi s r ep rese nted the 

possible fruition o f his ideas a nd the ultimate l e gi t ima tion 

of hi s r e ligious a nd hu ma n univ e r sa li sm . lie was dismayed 
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and disheartened by America ' s eventual lack of su ppo rt for 

the plan, and its consequen t a nd ultimate impotence. 

By the end of the twentieth century's sec ond deca de 

Kaufmann Kohler wa s nearing e ighty years old, and was about 

to retire. Kohl e r's retirement and the eventual succession 

of Julian Morgen s tern to the Hebrew Union Col l ege presidency 

marked a transi tion in Philipson ' s life , too . Ma ny ot her 

events in the rough period 1918- 192 2 c ontribut ed to a major 

turning point i n David Philipson's career at that time , but 

the change in the Cincinnati power s tructure was most 

telling . Philipson was Kohler ' s ri ght -hand man a nd co uld 

almost ca ll the shots; once Morgens tern became Co ll ege 

President, howe ve r, David Philipson was , compa r ati vely , o n 

the out. He did remain powerful on the College Board ; 

Morgenstern was not free to act complete ly as he wi shed. 

Philipson not only aspired to the H. U.C . presidency upon 

Kohler's retirement - it is probab ly the major reason he 

remained in Cincinnati wben he could have left for New Yo rk -

' but he was a natural, p'r\_me candidate for the pos i t i on. 

However, there were other co ntenders as well, incl ud i ng 

William Rosenau of Baltimore, Philipson's good friend. After 

the Board decided against a hasty decision , they agreed 

instead to appoint an acting president.281 Julian 

Morgenstern and Henry Englander, both onetime students of 

Philipson whom he had helped to secure H.U.C. faculty posts, 

as well as Philipson vere nominated for the posit ion . 282 
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Philipson declined the nomination, probably because it was 

somewhat be littling to be pla ced on the same sla t e as two of 

his appointments, and because he did not desi r et'he equally 

humbling, adjectival title of 11 Ac t ing" President . Philipson 

also may ha ve thought tha t s hould he be elected to the 

interim positio n , it might hurt his chances to sec ure the 

perma ne n t post; he could not foresee the energetic path that 

• Mo r genste rn woul d fo ll ow in achievin g that very end. 

Mo r genstern was elected by a ten to six margi n over 

Englander; Philipson r eceived two votes despite his 

declension of the nomination . 283 A year later, after 

vigo rou s work as Act i ng President, Morgenstern won the 

permanent job.284 

Philipson became ve r y bitter towards Morgenstern, not 

as a result of Mo rgenstern winning the presidency, r ather , 

at the means he employed to do so. As early as 1917, or 

ea rl ier, Morgenste rn began plotting a path towards t he 

presi de ncy. In that yea r, Morgenstern, who was c hairma n of 

the C. C.A.R . Committee on Nominations, d is placed Philipso n 

from the C.C.A.R. Executive Commi ttee and had h imse l f, among 

others, nominat ed. Morgenster n also engaged in other s ubtl e 

political gambits to gain the interim and then the outright 

position.28 5 Philipson never forgave Morgenste rn for whet 

he considered the unde rhanded , dirty manipulating that he 

e mployed to supplant Philipson and steel the pri ze . 

Philipson recorded: "He used all the methods of the ward 
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secu r ing it. I have never known a r a nker sense of 

in~ratitude • •.. lie has been simply contemptible in his 

attit ude towards me. 11 286 Philipso n also conficled: 

I wa s the lo g ical man for the office and 
I was to be kept in the dark as to the 
plotting that was afoot.... llad I ca red 
to, I could easily have instructed my 
friends in the Boa rd of Gove rn ors on my 
behalf. But this was abhorrent to me. 
I would make no contest. Had the 
position been offered me unanimously I 
would undoubtedly have accepted.287 
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Other factors, as well, prevented Philipson f r om gaining the 

job which he coveted.288 From his own estimation, however, 

Philipson wa s bea t en when Morgenstern's maneuve rin g 

outp layed Philipson's dignified presence. 

In hi s own way, however, Philipson did politick for th e 

job: he ma i nt ai ned hi s stately, presiden tia l posture and did 

not engage in demeaning scheming which could tarni s h the 

Co llege or its chief executive. This, he thought, would 

properly distinguish him and set him above the others for 

the job . Yet, in Septem ber 1922, when Morgenstern was 

near i ng the comp letion of his one-year pro t empore 

presidency, Philipson did somewhat l obby for the job in 

responding to the Board of Go ve rnor s when it wished h im a 

happy 60th birthday: 

The institution is very dear to my 
heart, and to have a voice in its 
administrative body, I consider e very 
great privilege. Having been connected 
with the College in well nigh every 
capacity, as student, as professor, and 



as a member of the Board of Governors, I 
feel that I have been indeed as closely 
identified with the institution 
throughout its entire history as any 
living individual. It is my hope and 
p r ayer that during my entire lifetime I 
may be privileged to shsre in the work 
for which the College stands . 289 
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I t was too little, too sweet, and too late. For nearly the 

rest of his life , Philipson was in contention with 

Morgenstern , suffered insult f r om hi s fo rm e r pupil , a nd 

lacked the same power and influence he enjoyed whil e 

Kaufmann Kohler presided over the College . 

The Latter Years: 1920-1949 

For David Philipson, the years following Julian 

Horgenstern's election to the College presidency - indeed , 

nearly ell of Philipson's remain ing life - wer e not 

generally characterized by the g rand successes and 

innovations which his earlier years had witnessed. The 

remaining years included a fair measure of disappointment, 

nostalgia a nd defeat, which tempered some of Philipson's 

power and prestige. The early 1920's , especially , saw a 

n umber of events and issues which served to sober Philipson: 

open and successfu l Zionist agitatio n - especially the 

negotiations leading to the San Remo Conference and the 

Lodge-Fish Congressional resolution - despite the fail ure of 

the Zionist Organization of America: the quick rise to power 

of Morgens t ern vith the kttendant diminution of Philipson's 
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influence : the growth of the second American Jewish Co ngress 

with its Zionism and some what Eastern European const i tuen c y; 

the formation of a rival Reform Jewish seminary in New York 

headed by Zio nist St ephen S . Wi s e; increased worl d 

mili ta rism desp i te grand hopes for peace whi ch followed the 

close of the War; vastly i ncreased anti-Semitism i n the 

United S tates, including many university quota systems 

limiting Jewi sh enrollment, and the failure of the Ameri ca n 

Jewish Committee to control it; the elect ion of the a rd e nt 

Zionist, James G. Heller, to Cinc innati ' s rival Bene 

Yeshurun pulpi t: the budding hege~ony of t he Russian Jews in 

the United States over and against the older Germa n Jews; 

the growth of a ne w cadre of C. C.A.R. leadership f rom which 

Philipson fel t alienated; and a wav e of restr ictionist 

immigrat ion legislation whic h eff ecti vely halted pos t - wa r 

re fugee Eastern European immigration, and also eroded the 

spirit of American liberalism. 290 It was a new era. 

Indeed, the Roaring Twenties we re a period of prosper i ty, 

but instability , as well; Philipson certainly could not 

divorce himself from its disequilibrium . An histo r ian of 

the period wrote: "At the end of the second decade of the 

century, the ideological thrust and the organizational 

momentum of the former years began fading away •• •• the 

inner strength was gone , even i f the great word s of another 

e ra reverberated in the air."291 This description fit 

Philipson: his words still rad iated end hi s prese nce was 



felt, yet his force was subd ued as the turmoil from the 

transition to a new world pervaded Philipson, American 

Jewry, and American life in general. 
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In the Zionist/anti-Zionist controversy up to this 

time, the Zionists had been playing " catch-up ." They were 

st rug g ling in the face of an entrenched establishment . The 

membe rship of the majo r American Jewish o r ganizations (the 

C.C.A.R., U.A.H.C. and American Jewish Committ ee) were all 

very strongly Ge rman-Jewish anti-Zionists.292 The Balfo ur 

Declaration cha nged everything. Fo ll owing the War, the 

Zionist Organization of America emerg ed ve ry strong and 

organized . 293 Then, the Zionists scored their significant 

coup when they received President Wilson's sym pathies in 

191 8 , and Philipson and his anticipated league could not 

even organize let alone present an alternative perspective 

to Wilson.294 This blow awakened Philipson to the new 

reality, yet he was unable to cope with it. He had been the 

polemical , vocal, anti-Zionist standardbearer, but he wa s 

not an organizer. It would not be until 1942 when 

Philipson's younger sidekick, the firebrand Louis Wolsey, 

had organized the American Co uncil for Judaism, that a 

s omewhat lasting anti-Zionist group would be established. 

The polemics continued. In 1922 when Congress was 

debating resolutions supporting the Balfour Declaration, 

Philipson corresponded furiously with government officials, 

especially with Congressman Julius Kahn of California and 
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the influential Henry Morgenthau, hoping to arrange a defeat 

of the joint resolution i n committee . 294 In late April, 

Philipson went to the capital a nd testified for hours on 

behalf of his anti-Zionist position. Neverthele ss , the 

resolution wa s passed suppo rting a Jewish homeland in 

Palestine, yet Philipson c lai med a hollow victory because 

the resolution te rmed Palestine "A national home for the 

Jewish people," instead of "The . 11 295 Overall, t he seeming 

Zion ist victory as well as Philipson's sema ntic success 

merely translated into propaganda material for both sides, 

and kept the pot boiling. For Philipson , it was high drama 

and an official hearing for his opinions . Yet, it also w~6 

an open defeat and sufficiently controversial , even among 

the anti-Zionists, some of whom thought Philipson had erred 

in being too public and instigating . He skipped the C.C.A.R . 

Convention that year to avoid the hot battleground.296 

Throughout the twenties and into the 1930's Philipson 

continued his anti-Zionist preachings . Although for 

Philipson the battlefield in the latter de cade was the 

C. C.A.R., which was influenced by the influx of Jewish 

Institute of Religion graduat es , Philipson still believed 

that the majority of the Reform laity remained anti-Zionist. 

It put him in a lonely position, as he did not receive much 

support: 

The other rabbis (in Cincinnati) are all 
Zionists. But I believe nay I have 
reason to believe that the great 
majority of our reform Jews in all the 



congregations are with me. But they a~e 
silent. They simply do not care. The:/' 
are willing that I make the fight . We 
are indeed (in) a sorry plight.297 
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In tbe same spirit, Philipson even did no t fully trust 

the ideological allegiance of his most trusted com rade s . 

When his disciple, Philip Bookstaber , journeyed to Palestine 

for a visit in 1932 , Philipson warned him equally with jest 

and concern, " •.• Don't return a Zionist . " Although he 

heeded his master's admonition, Bookstaber still received a 

full reindoctr ina tion upon his e nthusiastic return 

stateside.298 Philipson was insecure a nd feared infidelity 

from his diminishing community o f loyalists. 

Reform Judaism and the C.C .A .R. in the 1930's underwent 

r e definitions along the line of principles. It moved away 

from the strict universalism of the Pit tsburgh Platform 

towards the more particularisti c program of the Columbu s 

"platform" of 1937. In this time Philipson verbally s parre d 

with his rival s , especially Stephen S . Wise . The JIR 

president called Philipson "an archa eological specimen, " and 

Philipson countered with a charge of demagoguery. The 

contestations were so bitter that Philipson resorted to a 

"hands off" policy, and avoided open debates and forum s . 299 

As Palestine conti n~ed to be upbuilt in this period, 

Philipson resorted to greater preaching against political 

Zionism . At the same time , howe ver, he acknowledged and 

supported the positive development of the ancient homeland. 

Still , Philipson and the Classical Reform Jewish phi l oso phy 
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were being outnumbered as new, previously unheard of agendas 

were taking hold in American Jewish life. 

Although t he anti-Zionist failures of 191 8-1922 . and 

the other distresses dimmed Philipson ' s prestige and power, 

he did rema i n a presence in many national roles during hi s 

la s t decades . Nevertheless, in the C. C.A . R., while he 

cont inue d to serve on and chair important committees , 

Philipson began to feel out side the mainstream of th e 

or ga nization in the mid-early 1920's. He even complai ned to 

the Conference presi de nt, Abram S imon, in 1924, "Fo r some 

yea rs there seems to be a studie d effort to keep me in the 

back-ground at meetings of the Co nference, and if I were not 

so loyal to t he cause I s hould long since have stayed away 

from the meet ings."300 Yet, Philipson could not be kept in 

the background . He wa s too vital a nd powerful a fo r ce in 

the Co nference, a nd that ve ry same year he was reelected to 

the Executive Committee , of which he had not been a member 

since Morgenstern removed him in 19 17 . 301 Probably , word s 

from Simon aided Phi lipson in that i ssue. 

For about the next decade, until the new Guiding 

Principles were passed in 193 7 , Philipson continued to se rve 

the Conference , but with steadily de creasing influence . He 

chaired the Committee on Arbitration for many years , and 

helped bring a number of congregational-rabbinical 

disagreements to resolution.302 He also chaired the 

Committee on Liturgical Literature for a long period, 
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despite a number of personal aggravations with his incessant 

op ponent s . 303 In the late 1920 ' s and again in the 1930 ' s, 

Philipson and a numbe r of othe r s from the C.C . A.R. a nd the 

Sy nagog ue Council of America met with moviemakers and 

member s of the Catholic hierarchy to forge an agreement to 

reduce immorality i n films.304 1929 saw Philipson elected 

Ho norary President of t he Co nference; the next year his 

ree l ection to the honorary office was contested by James 

Heller and Joseph Silve rman.30 5 Fo r one who d isdained 

rabbi nical politics, Philipson was inextricably involved in 

them . 

Perhaps Philipson's most powerful positio n duri ng these 

latter years was as chairman on t he Commiss ion of Jewish 

Education of the U. A. H.C. a nd C.C .A. R. He influenced t he 

production of dozens of books for c hildren and adults , and 

he helped sha pe the characte r of Reform Jud aism t hr ough 

directing th e focuses of its educational arm. These efforts 

we r e not without their controve r sies, too, however. Most 

problema tic were Philipson's rela t ions with Emanuel Gamo ran , 

th e Co lumb ia University-Mordecai Kapl a n trained Educational 

Director of the Department of School and S ynagogue 

Extension . Gamoran was a Zionist, and his nationalism at 

time s found expression i n his work; hence , there were 

periodic altercati ons be tween the Cha i rman and t he 

Edu cational Director. After one such argument over wording 

in a text book the Commission was about to release , 
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Philipson wrote: "G's Zi o nism colors all his t h inki ng. llis 

point of view is at variance with the official attitude of 

the Union and the great majority of the Commission. We 

should never have engaged him. There is constant 

friction."306 Yet, Philipson could not dismiss Gamoran for 

there was no one who could fill his shoes . They had to 

endure o ne another, and Ge moran had to concede to 

Philipson's wishes . 307 

By the mid-1930's Philipson wa s effectively rele gated 

to a symbo lic r ole in the C. C.A.R. The Confere nce had 

officially moved f rom anti-Zio nism to neutrali ty on Zio nism 

by 1935,308 and was considering a new declaration of guiding 

principles. Philipson still adhered to the tenets of the 

Pittsburgh Platform, and opposed any new proclamation. In 

1936 , however, recognizing the handwriting on the we ll (he 

had been "put on the shelf'' the year before , when he was 

elected to Honorary Life Hembership),309 he suggested: "I am 

not usually in favor of comp romise but if there ca n be unit y 

among our Reform Rabbis and our Reform Jews , I would be 

willing to exercise a little forbearance and accept this 

declaration."310 The next year, in the interest of that 

same unity, he moved the adoption of the new principles, an 

action which vas rightly received by some as a noble or 

conciliatory gesture.311 Philipson remained the somewhat 

antiquated senior statesman of the Conference and the 

movement ~ntil his death in 1949. Wisely, however, he 
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selected his involvements carefully: he avoided the 1942 

C. C.A.R. Co nvention which was chaired by his arch-opponent, 

Zionist James Heller , and after key noting the opening 

conference of the nascent American Co uncil for Judaism that 

same year, he carefully limited his engagements to selected 

speaking appearances. Not only was he tired and elderly, 

but his ideas had fewer sympathizers . As a symbol , he 

represented e nostalgic, venerated - by s ome , tolerated -

Jewish univer sa li sm . 

Philipso n's position et the College during 

Morgenstern's presidency wa s also somewhat st ressful. The 

two were constantly at odds with one another, garne rin g 

support on various issues behind each other ' s backs, end 

periodically taking cheap shots at the other. At one point, 

Morgenstern had to beg of Philipson , who chaired the Board's 

Committee on Fill!ng Vacancies i n the Faculty: "With these 

conside rations in mind, I must ask the Committee on Filling 

Vacancies not to make my task difficult • • • 11 312 

After years of feeling abuse d by Morgenstern, whom the 

historian of the College described as " ••• seems to have 

labored under a compulsive need to destroy the older 

rabbi • •• 11 313 Philipson suffered his greatest insults in 

1932 and 1933. Philipson's 70th birthday wa s celebrated in 

1932. and at a College luncheon to fete him , Morgenstern 

aro~e and thoroughly lambasted his onetime teacher and 

patron.314 The folloving year marked the SOth anniversary 
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of the College's (and Philipson's) first ordination in 1883. 

As the sole surviving member of that class and the College ' s 

senior statesman, Philipson fully expected to be invited to 

speak at the occasion, but he was rebuffed . Morgenster n 

offered no invitation to Philipson to participate in the 

1933 ordination in any manner , so Philipson boycotted the 

exercises - the first time he missed them in the 45 years he 

had been living in Cinci nnati . Moreover, Philipson enlisted 

his influential New York friend , Adolph Ochs, to send a 

stinging rebuke to Morgenstern, and then Philipson 

dramatically severed his academic connect ions with the 

institution. After a tense week of negotiations and 

apologies , Philipson was prevailed upon by the Board to 

conti n ued lecturing.315 Nevertheless, Philipson treated hi s 

diary to the following promise of vin-Oictive pleasure: he 

planned to rub in Morgenstern's faux pas of gross ne gligence 

'' • •• whenever the opportunity arises . "316 

Philipson disagreed with Morgenstern on a number of 

other s ubstantial issues, especially during the difficult 

days of the Depression . In the late twenties and i n to the 

thirties , Philipson had contended that the College was 

en r olling too many students. Unfortunately, the crunch of 

the economic crash , ~oupled with competition from JIR 

g r aduates , proved Philipson right. In 1932 only two of 

eigh t een ordi nees had fo u nd positions by mid Hay . 317 A few 

mo nths later Philipson blamed the rab bi-glut on H. U. C. ' s 
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president: "The ambition to have the largest rabbinical 

student body i~-the world quite blinded the eyes of the head 

of the i nstitution ••• •• 3 18 The College did r educe its 

numbers during the next decade; then, Philipson felt that 

Morgenster n's methods for dismissing students were sometimes 

unwarrantably harshl319 Pbilipson also felt that 

Morgenstern vacillated regarding Zionism, which may have 

been the case. Morgenstern tried to please both sides: he 

attended the 1929 Zionist Convention and recognizea the 

legitimacy of Zionism, yet he also " ••• served notice on the 

Zionist members of the Faculty ••• " in 1931.320 This seeming 

irresolution did not help matters between the two, either. 

After his wife , El la , died, Philipson established the 

Ella H. Philipson Fellowship in Jewish History at Hebrew 

Union College. He had hoped it would provide funds for 

studen ts to do specialized historical work, and if no 

candidates shoul d be available it would provide for the 

publication of studies preferably in American Jewish 

history. In 1946 he modi fied his will, providing $25,000 in 

capital to produce income for the Fellowship.321 By this 

time, Philipson had become relatively close to the College ' s 

Professor of History ( soon American Jewish History), Dr. 

Jaco b Harcus, whose book, Communal Sick- Care in the German 

Ghe tto, v s publi s hed with t he help of this fund i n 1947.322 

Philipson's many national and international 

i nst i tutional involvements continued into his l ater years, 
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although in quite a few cases his role ceased to be central 

a nd cont roll i ng and was more advisory and representative. 

Philipson attended the special conference in 1926 to found the 

Synagogue Council of America as a representative of the 

U.A.H.C., and he periodically se rv ed on some of its 

committees. To his mind, it never fulfilled its promise of 

becoming the leading interdenominational organization in 

Ameri can Jevry because it was constitutionally handicapped by 
' ~-

the ne ed to pass resolutions unanimously. It was somewhat of 

a disappointment for the unity-loving Philipson.323 Philipson 

also was involved in the B'nai B'r ith ' s Anti-Defamation 

League. His influence in the AOL wa s inflated in the lat~' 

20 ' s and 30 ' s because his congrega nt, Alfr ed M. Cohen , was 

the international president of the I.O.B.B. While attending 

the World Union for Progressive Ju daism's 1928 con ference in 

Berlin, at which he delivered a paper, Philipson was 

entreated by a number of Germans to bring news of growing 

Ge rman anti-Semitism to Cohen's attention. Philipson, of 

course, promised to do so, and he remained active in the AOL 

and a colleague ' of Cohen until late in the 1940's . 

Philipson also had a high regard for the World Union , to 

which he was a C.C .A.R. representative for many years. He 

hoped it would be a liberalizing influence in the stagnant 

European reform movements. In 1926 when he was preparing to 

revise his Reform Movement in Judaism, he pledged to add a 

new chapter chronicling the global efforts of this new 
~ 
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organization.324 Similarly on the inte rnationa l f r ont , 

David Ph ilipson s upported the work of ORT , especially i n 

helping the uprooted Polish Jews , and he became a membe r of 

the Am e r ica n Advisory Commit t ee of the Hebrew Un iversity. 
6 

Fo r thesey o r ganizations a nd many othe r s , Philipson was an 

important Cincinnati connection whose endorsement could help 

a f und-r a i si ng drive, o r could hel p fill a room for a 

visiti ng speaker,325 

On the home front, social action was not among 

Philipson ' s highest concerns in his later years , as it once 

had been in his earlie r day s when he worked hard for clea n 

gove rnme nt and opened a sc hoo l for Russian Jewi sh child r e n . 

Nevertheless, he did participate in the National Child Labor 

Committee. Also , Philipso n petitioned his legisla tors on 

behalf of the World Court a nd for protective child labor 

legislation, he fo ught against militarism in ed ucation , a nd 

he strove to keep Bible r eadi ng out of the publ ic 

schoo l s .326 However , Phil ipeon ' s most in volved extra-

cu r ric ular ac tivities in the 19 20 's and e arly 1930 ' s - unt il 

Hi tl e r ism and the Depression brought new, compellin g 

conce rns to the fo refront - were in the a rea of Jewish-

Christian Goodwill, especia l ly on the university campus. 

David Philipson alway s prided himself on his work on 

behalf of i nterreligious goodwill. Thus, when anti-Semi t ism 

began to rise in the 1920 1 s i t was both a disillusioning 

di sa ppointment and a call to action for Philipson. A 
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shocking manifestation of this resurgent anti-Semitism wa s 

the imposition of Jewish quota s at many universities , 

including Har va r d. Philipson herated Harvard for this in 

his 1922 Atonement Eve sermon , call in g its actions not only 

anti-Semitic, but un-American , as well.327 This is rather 

ironical because less than three years later in April, 19 25 , 

as chairman of the Commission on Jewish Ed uc atio n , Philipson 

pre sided ove r a meeting of r ep res entatives f r om national 

Jewish o r ga niz ations interested in pr omoting Jewish 

activites and studies on univ ersity campuses. This meetin g 

was held at lla rvard . 328 Basically, the April 19 25 meeting 

was in response to efforts by Protes t a nt s else wh ere to have 

credi t granted to college students fo r denominational 

r eligious instruction g iven off campus. Philipson and 

others considered this an effort towards Protestanization of 

the ed ucationa l sys t em , and a violation of the sepa r ation of 

church and state . The meeting brought no substanti ve 

results, exce pt that Philipson was identified as bein g on 

the forefront of Jewish organizational efforts to bring 

r eligious studies to univ ers i ties.329 

By 1927 pr actical r es ult s did develop. In 1925 

Philipson had become excited by a pilot project to build the 

" Ame rican Association on Religion in Universities And 

Col leges ." This organization aimed to e nc ou r age 

nonsecta r ian teaching of religio us va lues, i.e . mo r a l s , on 

college campuses , and t o promo t e eq uall y t he interests of 

.. 
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t he majo r Ame r ican religio us g r oups. Philipson was 

na t u r a ll y i nv i ted to be o ne of the Associa t ion ' s three 

Jewish directo r s.330 By 1927 . partial l y i n response to 

heighte ned Ku Klux Klan agitation, the Association had 

become active , and Philipson was ea r nestly engaged in 

fundraisi ng on its behalf. In a plea to the philanthropist, 

Julius Rosenwald . Philipson admitted: "To my mind thi s (i s) 

on e of t he finest coope r ati ve non-sectarian movements fo r 

the fu r therance of good will and the stressing of the 

spi r itual and idealistic elements in college life th~t has 

eve r been attempted . 11 331 Philipson worked very hard for 

this orgnnization , especially for its trial attempt at 

bui l di ng a school of r eli g ion at the Un ive r s ity of Iowa. 

The idealism , universa l ism , a nd efforts towa r ds fellowship 

of the o r ganization and its spo nsors ( which included Or . 

O.D . Foste r , Cyr us Ad l er , Adolph Ochs , llishop Cha rles 11 . 

Bren t, John H. Finley . John C. Agar and Archbishop Oowling) 

attracted Philipson , and after attending a seminar on 

inter re l ig i o us harmo ny i n t he uni ve r sity . he once wr ote , " I 

f e lt ind eed that a ne w day was da wn i ng ." 332 

I n a similar vei n , Philipson was also very invo l ved 

du r i ng this period wi th Rev . Everet t Cl inchy and the ea r ly 

Na t io nal Confe r ence of Chris t ia ns and Jews . He likewise 

pr ais ed tha t o r gan i za t i on for fu r nishing " •• • o ne of t he few 

r ays o f li gh t in th e ve ry da rk age • • • " 333 Philipson 

espe cial l y used his fi ne contacts am o ng t he Cinci nnati 
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Christian clergy to further the Conference's local work, and 

he was able to use his good relations with B' nai Brith 

President, Cincinnatian Alfred M. Cohen, to forge a 

cooperative spirit between the two organizations.334 

Philipson's efforts on behalf of interreligious 

goodwill in the 1920's and 1930's were directly in reaction 

to incidents of anti-Semitism. In addition to the 

university quota matter , Philipson was very embittered by 

the Henry Ford/Dearborn Independent slanderings, 

discrimination against Jews by New England resort hotel 

proprietors in the 1930's, and the terrible Nazi propaganda 

and atrocities . To Philipson , all these matters not only 

brought about various degrees of Jewish suffering and 

destroyed good relations, but they also fostered alienation 

and isolation of the Jews. Not only did the anti-Semites 

cause separatism, but the Jewish response, especially to 

those resorts which prevented Jews from lodging, was to 

patronize "Jewish" hotels, especially in Atlantic City, and 

thereby unwittingly enforce their own de facto separatism. 

Through this development, Philipson feared a recrudescence 

of medieval ghettoism. He lamented the apparent regression, 

and could only hope for a better day . 335 

Philipson was very busy with scholarly work in his last 

three decades . From his own pen, he published a number of 

books and articles. Also, in the early 1920's he helped 



120 

organize the Hebrew Union College Annual, and he continued 

to direct its affairs as Chairmen of its Board of 

Editors . 336 Through this work, combined with serving on the 

JPS Publication Committee and several of its subcommittees, 

including chairing the JPS' Historical Jewish Community 

Series, as well as chairing the C.C.A.R. Committee on 

Liturgical Literature and t he U.A.H.C./C.C.A.R. Commission 

on Jewish Education and influencing its publishing eff orts. 

Philipson wielded much influence in the growing world of 

Jewish publishing. After r evising his Reform Movement in 

Judaism , which reappeared in 1931. Philipson was pleased to 

see it selected as the Feb ruar y (1931) choice of the Jewish 

Book of the Month Club. This should not have surprised 
1 

Ph ilipson: half a year ea rlier wh e n Ralph Goldman of Chicago 

was organizing the Jewish Book of the Month Club. he urged 

Philipson to join the Club's Board of Judges, which 

Philipson agreed to do.337 Thus, Philipson had a hand i n 

the popular, educa tional and scholarly publication and 

distribution of Jewish books. At various times he helped 

publish vorks of many scholars, incl uding Cecil Roth , 

Sheldo n Blank, Jacob Marcus, Moses Gaster, Alexander Marx, 

Umberto Cassutto, Abraham Duker, a nd others. In many ways, 

Philipson was in a pivotal position in the world of Jewish 

scholarship, and he was ge nerally fair and genuinely 

concerned with quality and accuracy in the works vhich he 

supported.338 
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These labors, in addition to his ow n books and 

articles , gave Philipson much gratification . Not on ly was 

he influential and helpful, but his scholarship accorded him 

a perma nent memorial. David Philipson neve r had child r en; 

quite possibly his vigorous sc holarly pursuits, especially 

in his later years and when Ella became ill , were 

subconsciously in t ended to insure fo r him the las t ing 

memo rial which children could ha ve done . lie wr ote in 1937 , 

" ••• the acti vity f r om which I have derived the Arente s t 

satisfaction and comfort has been my li t e rary l a bor. 11 339 

In Cincinnati, aside f r om the College, Philipson wa s by 

far the senior statesman in the Jewish community . llis 

involveme nt in civic and Jewish organizations ha d never been 

g re ater; the list of his associations and his ti me spent 

se rv ing the s e concerns cou l d fill an e nt i r e career. 

Ph il i ps on chaired the Cincinnati Ci t izenship Council int o 

t he 1940 ' s ; he se r ved o n the board of t he Associated 

Cha ritie s , and he actively s upported the Commu ni ty Chest . 

Ph ilipson ser ved as a director of the Mercantile Library and 

t he Cincinnati Chambe r . of Comme r ce , and he was a membe r of 

the Cincinnati Wo rld Court Committee . Ile se rve d on the 

Anti-Defamation League and the Board of Jewish Ministers; 

politically, he worked for the Charter Mo vement end 

especi al ly for the campaign of Russell Wi l son for election 

to City Council. Also, Philipson was an outspoke n o ppone nt 

of the city's political machines, of c hurch-sponsored 
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gambling , of prohibition, and of child l abo r practice s . 340 

Overall , Philipson was a very significant figure in the 

Cinci nna t i community . No l ibe r al o r wel l-meaning 

orga nization would fail to solicit his suppor t, and 

Ph i lipson read ily cnnse nted most of the ti me . In such a 

way , Phi l ipson ' s influen ce wa s maintained at a l1igh level 

for a very lon g period. Ile knew the histo r y of the 

community a nd he knew ho w to get things done . Because his 

principles and prestige were well-k nown in the region, he 

was unquestionably looked to as a leader and a spokesman, 

not on l y of the liberal Jews , but of all the ci ty' s Jews and 

of the city itself , at times . 

I n the . Co ngregation at this time Philipson attempted 

sporadic innovation s , and he co ntinued to st ru ggle wi t h the 

ete rna l problem of poor attendance a t se rvi ces . In January, 

1928 , Phil i pson began to b r oadcast his Su nday morning 

addresses ove r t he r ad io. lie wa s able to reach thousa nds of 

people this wa y~ a nd he r ecei ved several com pl imentary notes 

of appreciation f rom l is t e ner s, Yet , Philipson was 

undecid ed whether the radio mi nistry attracted wor s hippers 

or kept t hem away fro m templec- Although in h is sixty-fifth 

year and quite attached to hi s own traditional philosophies 

and ma nneri s ms, Philipson still wa s willing to experiment 

with new technolo gy.341 In anothe r innovation, Philipson 

established a hig h school department in his religious sc hool 

to try to capture t he youth after Co nfirmation. This was 
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but a fair success: in 1935 eleven students graduated from 

the high school, whereas 61 had been confirmed four years 

earlier. The numbers bothered Philipson, but in consolation 

he was proud of the quality.342 In 1936, Philipson also 

initiated two small, biweekly discussion groups at Bene 

Israel. These were prototypical chavurot, and Philipson 

cautiously hoped that this would be a channel by whi ch 

congregants would be brought back to temple 

participation.343 In the late 1920's Philipson turned to 
/ 

wearing a gown in the pulpit. lie contended that it added 

dignity to the clergyman, and that it was neither orthodox 

nor reform. Philpson would not wear the "cap," however. In 

1935 he suggested to a group of foreign H. U. C. students from 

Germany that they sho uld adopt minhag haMakom while 

worshipping at the Rockdale Temple, and sit bareheaded.344 

Naturally, as a strongly principled man, Philipson was only 

conducive to those cha nges which harmonized with his 

doctrine. 

The problem of poor attendance at divine services still 

plagu~d Philipson in his last decades. Time after time 

Philipson bemoaned the dismal attendance at Sunday services , 

at festival se rv ices , aod even at High Holiday services.345 

Upset , he once called his congregants, "Philistines in the 

pews," when lamenting the apparent irreligiosity of the 

day.346 This truly depressed Philipson. He had labored for 

upwards of two generations in the "vineyard of the Lord," 
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and he felt unrewarded; he saw but diminishing attendance 

and seeming apathetic irreligiosity. Philipson cried out 

silently in his jou rna l, " • •• I am rapidly losi ng my fine 

spirit of optimism ••• ! must not lose my grasp . 11 347 A yea r 

later he re flected: 

I thought that I had r eached the pass(?) 
when the matter of numbers no longer has 
any weight and that I felt that it 
should make no difference whether fifty 
or five hundred attended a service. But 
last Sunday morning I came to a 
realization that I have not altogether 
reached that enviable state,348 

Recognizing the need to bolster attendance, Philpson had 

been hiring H.U. C. s tudent s and assistants whom he hoped 

would help attra ct the younger generation to temple 
' 

activities. This turned ou t to be a disappointment: 

I myself am no longer a fount of living 
waters that can bring e n thusiasm into 
others . I thought that a young man 
would be able to do this. The re fore, l 
took a n assistant. But R. has proved a 
grievous disappointment •••• The burden 
still rest s upon me.349 

This was a heavy burden and Philipson did recognize t~at he 

was, in part, res ponsible for the leek of service ' ·~ 
attendance . Yet, he probably never realized hlow passe and 

repetitive h is preaching had become, and how uninspiri ng he 

had become to some in the younger generation. 350 

In the e veryday affairs of Bene I s rae l, Philipson 

remai ned as involved as he ever had been . Despite hav ing 

HUC st udent s and assistant rabbis to run the school, 
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Philipson continued teaching the Confi r mation Class until 

hi s retireme nt in 1938 . 351 Since his a rr i val in Cincin nat i , 

Philipson had opposed on principle charging r e li g i ous schoo l 

tuition; he wanted reli g i ous inst ru c ti o n to r emain a va ilable 

for al l who des ired it. This policy was followed for 

decades a nd as i t happened it was fortuitous: by the late 

1920's most of the new child r e n re gistering i n K. K. B.I. ' s 

school we r e from orthodox , p ro bably less aff lu ent homes. 

Philipson conside r ed this se rvice among the finest 

missionary work of libera l Juda ism.3 52 With th e o nset of 

financial const ri ction in the Depression e r A, however , the 

r eligio us s c hool boards of bo th la r ge Ci nc in na t i Reform 

congregat io ns coo pe ratlv ely decided to levy tuition f ees . 

Philipson un s uccess fully opposed them . lie felt this would 

deter some families f r om sending t heir ch ildren, especially 

since sixty percent of Bene Israel's school children were 

fr om no nmembe r fa milies. Philipson was co rrect. Enrollment 

dr op ped in Fall, 1932, when the tuiti on fee was imposed.353 

Th is was one mo re occasion where l ate r in his career, 

Philipson - the man of principle - was defeate d by 

compelling practical conce rn s • 

Interestingly , a lifelong cu s tom from which David 

Phi lipson only deviated late in hi s caree r was hi s ave r sio n 

to pastoral work. Something , most likely some sobering 

glimpses of his own mo rtality, persuaded Philipson to become 

more of a pastor. Ile a lwa ys had customarily performed the 
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standard life cycle ceremonies for his congregants, and he 

had es pecially ser ved du tifully his wealthier and more 

po werful members. Early in his ca r eer Philipson had 

believed that pastoral visiting was a job of the ge ntile 

minister who would disc uss salvation with his communicant s . 

Philipson also despised the cle r gymen wh o would visit 

congregants and engage in gossip. Yet, i n the 1930's when 

he a nd Ella were both periodically ill as well as aging , 

Philipson l earned to take comfort and find spiritual 

satisfaction in pastora l work. After vi s iti ng an ill 

congregant in Pebrua r y , 1934, Philipson reflected: "The duty 

of bikkur cholim , the visiting the sick has always been 

among the foremost admonitions of Jewish ethical 

teaching.••354 Although he had a lways visited the 

congregation ' s mac hers when they were ill , it was only wh e n 

advanced in his career t ha t Philipson discovered that even 

the ave r age b 'nai yisrael me r ited - requ i r ed - sic k care. 

I n Hay , 19 34 , when Philipson was s urprisingly invited by 

Stephen S . Wise to deliver the ordination address at the 

JIR, Philipson i ncluded attention t o pastoral counseling in 

his cha r ge to the graduates.355 Finally, in 1937 after 

visiting a sick man in the hospita l, Phiiipson resolved: 

I s ha ll c ertainly do so for I want to 
help the brave wife as much a s I can. I 
am coming to the conclusion that the 
finest s ervice a rabbi can gi ve is along 
the lines of helping rebuild human 
lives. More and more shall my activity 
lie along the se lines.356 

To help build human lives always had been Phili pson' s 

goa l in the rabbinate. However, late in his career he came 
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down off the preaching platform and tried a new technique: 

he learned to be with his congregants, somewhat. He 

discovered on a basic level the reality of human f r ailty and 

weakness. and most importantly, he discovered it abou t 

himself. After a part icularly difficult pastoral call in 

Spring, 1937 , Philipson conceded: "My heart bled when he 

bemoaned his lot. I felt my inadequacy . •• • Why, oh 

why!"357 This discovery was a ve ry significant one for 

Philipson . His late r journa l s are filled with entries 

describing pastoral visit s , and reflect a man wre stling wi th 

himself. He probably made his peace with this. and he 

endeavored to share his learning with ot hers . ln 1949 when 

Philipson was dying in a Boston hospital, Rabbi Beryl D. 

Cqhon visited him and reported this conversation: "I sa id 

that I would be in again ••• I had to visit a member of my 

congregation . 'Do that, 1 he said , 'do that. Always visit 

your members when they are sick. 111 358 

Although Philipson derived satisfaction from visit ing 

and comforting his congregants in his later years, he did 

not gain much satisfaction from his fellow Cincinnati 

rabbis. I n 1931 the Reading Road Temple, lead by Samuel 

Wohl, merged with Bene Yeshurun, lead by Philipson's bete 

noir, James Heller, to form the Isaac H. Wise Temple. Wohl 

and Heller were antithetical to every aspect of Philipson's 

concept of the re fo rm rabbi, and very often they were i n 

contention with Philipson and even uncivil to him. 359 The 
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year 193 1 also sa w a new " chief o r thodox rabbi'' enter the 

communi ty, Eliezer Sil ver, and Philipson failed to get along 

with hi m, too. Philipson privately called h im a combination 

of the charlatan a nd the fanatic. Rivalling Philipson for 

power in Jewish Cincinna t i, Si lve r lear ned ve r y quick l y how 

st r ong the senior Reform rabbi was . In a legal battle ove r 

l oca ting a mikvah in Av o ndale , Philipson a nd his attorney , 

Alfr ed M. Cohen , defeated Silver and his attorney , Robe r t 

Taft! The acrimon y between reform and orthodox rea ched such 

a point where Philipson ser i ou sly questioned co nt inuing to 

support religious educatio n fo r the orthodox.360 It wa s 

very sad and un fortu nate for David Ph i lipson that during his 
........ 

last decades in Cincinnat i, nay, nearly his entire 

Cinci nnati rabbinate, he failed to enjoy satisfying 

rabbi nical collegiality. As difficult a man as Philipson 

was to a ssoc iate with, the o ther local rabbis often were 

equa l ly thorny and difficult. 

Depression , Des pots, Despondency and Death 

The l 930's were a hard time. Money was t ig h t , jo bs 

scarce , su i cides increasing, pessimi s m prevalent . Fo r the 

Panglossian optimist, Ph i l ipson, this wa s a g rea t challenge. 

Cou ld he remain hopeful in this era? Could he br i ng hope 

and courage to the forlorn i n his congregation ? 

Philipson trie d to lead hi s congregation . He felt it 

was bi s charge: "I feel t hat in time of depression like the 
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present it is the duty of the pulpit to instil co urag e into 

the people notably the courage that comes from the spi ritual 

conception of l ife. 11 36 1 Yet, Philipso n first had to work to 

convince himself a new, of his ow n ho peful re ligious 

philosophy. His jou rnals wer e hi s sou nding boards as he 

fought his own dep r ession so he could lead his co ngrege nt s 

(see bel ow). 

Bene Israel wa s hit hard by the Dep res s ion . as all 

organizations were . The congrega tion did not hire an ext r a 

assistant o r H. U. C. st udent to help Philipson at the High 

Holidays i n 19 31 , as i t usually did. Members were 

resi g ni ng , but the congregation refused to accept the 

resignati o ns . Philipson t ook voluntary pay c ut s of o ne 

third his salary in 1932 a nd 1933 .362 In o ne week in 

October , 1931 , Ph i l ipso n officiated at two f unerals of 

congregants who took the i r own l i ves. Despite conducting 

thei r f une r als, Phili pson privately wa s angered and 

d i sgusted wit h the s uicides.36 3 

Philipson worked laboriously with the Community Chest 

and the Associat ed Charities to try to ease the burden s . In 

April, 1932 , there were 774 evictions alone, and 20 , 000 

names (60 , 000 mouths) on the Cha rities' list.364 11 1 have 

never seen such hopelessness, 11 365 the rabbi wrote. To fa ce 

the problem of the homeless, Phil i pson was appointed 

chairma n of the Associated Charities' Committee on the 

Housing Situation and Evictions, and after meeting wit h the 
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Housing League in June , 1932, the groups hammered out a very 

huma ne , workable plan.366 Philipson could not surrender his 

hope; to do so he believed would have been an abrogation of 

his sacred obligation and mark him as a failure. Instead, 

Philipson kept l ooki ng for rays of hope, fruitful plans , and 

spiritual insig h t: "The facile optimism of the near past ha s 

now given way to a realization of the real state of 

affairs. 11 367 

Fortunately, 1932 also was an elec tion year , and 

Phili pson found that he could not vote fo r the incumbent, 

He r bert Hoover, whom he felt was not equal to the tesk . 368 

Instead , he placed his faith in the Democratic challenge r, 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt . Philipson end Roosevelt were 

spi r itually alike. They bo th had deep rese rv oirs of 

optimism and st r ength, and they both had abidi ng beliefs in 

America, her people a nd democracy. By early 1933 , altho ugh 

Phil ipson had j ust taken his seco nd salary r e du ction in two 

years , Philipson began to feel optimistic again about 

domestic mat ter s . Regarding FDR he wrote i n Spring , 1933: 

"Confidence has displaced despair. 11 369 The new mood was 

exciting - almcst millenial - to Philipson. Yet , almos t at 

the exact time when things began l ooki ng up i n Amer ica , 

Jewish spirits were plummeting across the ocean in Ge r ma ny. 

As early es the late 1920's Philipson began carefully 

monitoring the situation in Germany. When he traveled to 

Europe i n Summer, 1{>28, to del i ve r e paper at t he World 

) 

j ) 
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Union fo r Prog re ssive Judaism con fe ren ce in Be rl in, 

Phi l ipson inquired about the t ru e conditions then 

prev ailing . Leo Baeck told him that anti-Semitism was on 

the wane , but there we r e many who differed with him , 370 By 

193 1 Philipson was watching Ge r many very closely , and wi t h 

eve r y election in the Reichstag his emotions rose and fell 

like a roller coaster . In Ma r ch , 1931: " JHst urbing news is 

ema natin g all the time from Be r lin • ••• The atmosphere i s 

now very dark hut this too will pa ss and the bette r sense of 

the Germa n people will conquer . 11 37 1 A year l ate r wh e n 

llindenherg prevoiled over lli t ler in the election , Philipson 

poignantly s i ghed , " For the next seven years Ge rmany is safe 

i n the ranks of social democ r acy. 11 372 By August , 19 32 , 

however , when election after election swelle<l llitle r' s 

r ep r esentation in the Reichs ta g f r om 12 to 10 7 seats, 

Phi l ipson vacillated f r om praying "This too will pass ," to 

feeling g reat anxiety . After the Nazi ' s polled only 3 7% of 

the vote in l a t e July , Philipson thought that ~a zism had run 

its course. " Tha nk God!" he c ri ed.373 He was prematu r e . 

He also was silent the following J a nuary; the absence of any 

mentio n of Hitler i n Philipson' s Ja nuary 30 , 1933 journ al 

entry ( ironica l ly , Franklin Delano Roosevel t' s birthda y) 

remains haunting . 374 

For Philipson , the German J ewish s itua ti on and the 

flood of re fugees wh ich poured out of Nazi Germany was a 

vast ly diffe r en t scene than was wi tn essed two gene r a tion s 
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earlier with the Eastern European migration. For Ph ilipson, 

the victims of llitler ' s Germany included assimilated, well

to-do, Ge r man , Jewish gent ry. These were Jews who mirro red 

Philipson's conception of the Jew: German by na tionality , 

Jew by reli gion . This phra s e was the very watch word of 

Be r lin's Ce ntra l Verein der deutschen Juden . These were the 

best of Europe ' s Jews: educated , cultured, patriotic , 

r eligious people. They were not impoverished 

traditionali s ts or sec ulari s ts , soc ialist s o r Zionists as 

the Russian Jews had been . They were Jews li ke Oavid 

Philip s on , himself. Philipson wa s brokenhearted and 

frightened. Although he ferve ntly beli e ved that t he same 

co uld no t happ e n in America, a nd he openly pr eached th at 

message , this development shattered the co r e of his 

universalist optimism , and a part of Philipson himself . 375 

Initially , Philipson believed that the Nazi sit uation 

was local to Germany. He believed that the "J ewis h proble m" 

must be so lved in each country by the Jews and citizens of 

that nation. This view began to crack , however. lie saw 

lli tle r ism as bringing renewed medieval persec ution and 

ghettoization to the Jews . This was his g r eat fear , until 

it dawned on him that the real pu rpo se of Hitler was Jewish 

exte r mination . With this realization Philipson became 

heartsick and could not console himself even with thoug hts 

of J e wish s urvival in the faces of Haman and Torquemada; 

Goebbe l s a nd Hitler were of a diffe r e nt race.376 Yet, 
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worked wit h the various boycotts , pro t es t s and r elief 

efforts . 
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Philipson joined a Cin c inn a ti mass pr o test mec t in~ i n 

May , 1933 , on the co nd ition that it vas not only a Jewish 

protest , but a mass p r otest of the citizens of the ci ty. 

Likewise , he joined i n the a nti- Ge r ma n boycott whe n it 

bec ame a larger effo rt beyond merely a Jewish boycoLL . 

Philipson felt that the hoycot t was effective , [ o r a 

while.377 Philipson a l so was a member o f a five - man 

comm i t t ee to combat Naz i pro pago nda nnd i nfl uence in 

Ci nc innati , and he called for g r ea t e r suppo rt of the Anti 

De f amatio n Lea gue.37 8 What greatly troub led Philipson , 

however, was the sile nce of President Roosevelt. Ph i lipson 

believed that Roosevelt, " • •• with his fi ne b r oad spi r i t is 

as indi gnant as any moder n living man ca n be at the 

conditi o ns there prevailing. '' 379 Un fo rtunately , Philipson 

and the Jews never r ecei ved the aid and s uppo r t which they 

hoped fo r and expected f r oro the Ame r i can president . 

Th r oughout the 1930 ' s Philipson pr otes t ed , spoke at 

r allies , ser ved on the Cincinnati r.me r ge ncy Committee , tr ied 

to he l p individuals to leave Europe for Americn, a nd most of 

all , mixed fear with hope . He was distraug~ t over the 

mi l ita r y buildup in Eu rope , end he was furious wi t h the news 

of some Ca t ho l ics sympa t hizing with the Fasc i s t powers . 380 

Ea rl y i n 1938 when lli t ler an nexed Austria , Ph ilipso n 's 
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prayers we r e ha untingl y to the point: " .•• Our hope is in the 

Lo rd vho will not suffer I srael to be consumed. 11 38 1 

Philipson 1 s helpless ne ss wa s co ns uming, however. Amer ic a 

had no t helped, the German people had not helped; Philipson 

could only trust in the Lo rd. Despite his own private gifts 

of r elief , argumentation against Detroit ' s Fathe r Co ughlin, 

and efforts to aid individ ual s in Eur ope ( Philipson traveled 

t o Wa shington, D. C. in 1939 with Morgenstern end Solomo n 

Freehof on behalf o f H. U. C.' s Ref ugee Scho l a r s Pr oject) , the 

hope wa s gone and the best Philipson co uld say was yemach 

shemam, in regards to Hi tler and his confreres . 382 

The Holocaust completed a s hatte r i ng of David 

Phi lipson . He wa s the man wh o once thought that he was 

livin g near to the messianic age - the best of a ll Jewis h 

wor l ds . li e discovered , however , that he wa s living in a 

protected island in the very worst age Jewish life had ever 

seen or coul d imagine. The success of Ame r ican Jewry wa s a 

small consolatio n follow i ng the dest ru c tion of two thirds of 

Eur ope ' s once thriving Jewish community. The added pain 

that it was c ultured Germany, the lend which had s pawned a 

Jewish intelligentsia aod the fo r ebears of Amer ica ' s uptown 

Jews, which wa s the villein al so was devastating. The 

foundation s on whi ch Philipson built his ve l tenscheuung vere 

crumbling, end to many others they seemed faulty . Even 

Philipson had doubts . The unheard cry still i ss ues f r om 
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David Philipson's silent journal: "Has it all been a dream, 

t h is Jewish e man ci pat ion? "383 

The depression from wh ich Phi li pson suffered a t earlier 

times su rf aced quite pronounced ly in his last decades. 

There were ma ny causes for this despondency . The deaths of 

Joseph Krauskopf and Hyman Ene l ow distressed Philipson 

greatl y. Kr auskopf ' s passing lef t Phi l ipson the sole 

su rviv or of H.U.C.'s fi r st c l ass , and l eft him somewhat 

lonely and co nscious of h is own agi ng . The death of one of 

Philipson ' s fa vor ite pupils and fr iends , Enelow, and the 

e nsui ng bitte rn ess over memorial se rvi ces, also c ru shed 

Philipso n. Other friends were passing away, too.384 Ma ny 

of his older rabbinic colleagues had long bee n s t aying a way 

from th e C. C.A. R. convention s , 385 wh ich a l so made Philipson 

lonely and feel somewhat antiquated. Philipson had no 

c hildre n, so he l ooked to certain st ud ents and colleagues 

for family, es pecially Philip Bookstaber whom he considered 

like a son.386 Philipson did not have many f riend s . Aside 

f rom Enelow, Bookstaber, Moses Gries of Cleveland, a nd his 

long-t i me congregant , Solomon Fox, Philipson wa s at a loss 

for friends and friendship . It left him lonely and sad . 

Many issues of the day also troubled Philipson. He was 

a man of principle and optimism, and the troubl es of his day 

seriously effected him . Bigh divorce rates. the growth of 

i ntermarriage, and open expressions of sensuality in society 

a ll caused Phi l i pson to lament civilization's seemi ngly low 
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morality. The growth of nationalism and militarism made him 

feel uneasy about his world , and anti-Semitism in America 

equally tormented him . Philipson also pri vately was 

disgusted wit h the younger rab bis who employed 

sensationalism in the pulpi t to draw crowds , and cheapened 

Philipson ' s sacred calli ng . Events like th e kidnapping of 

the Lindbergh baby causerl Phi li pson to question , " llas 

civilization failed? " All of thi s , and the Depression and 

Nazism, as we l l , pounded against Philipso~ 's ideoloftlcal 

armo r of optimism , and br oke through to trouble and depress 

the aging r abbi . 38 7 

Additional l y , aging , itself , and the spectre of his own 

senescence dep r essed Philip son . from his earliest days 

Philipson was bothe r ed by old age. lie asked in 1888 , " llow 

is it when people become old they g r ow so quee r ? 11 388 Ma ny 

yea rs late r Philipson uq~ed himself onwards: "I do not wish 

t o fell into the state of mind that usually accompanies old 

age , a feeling that the world is growing worse."389 Despi t e 

his ef forts at self-b uo ya ncy, however , he did succumb to the 

mela ncholy . 

David Phi l ipso n' s l ast decades a l so saw Ella Hollande r 

Phili pson endure il ln ess a nd bitterness . He r life in 

Cincinnati had not been the most pleasant . She had not made 

many friends and she missed he r family i n Baltimo r e . She 

had l ived among st ran gers for decades , Phil i pson o nc e 

r ef l ec t ed.390 The Philipson' s ne ve r o ve r came their do ubts 
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about coming to Cincinnati , and David knew pr ivately that it 

had been a mistake. He wrote: " ••• here ••• is the clash 

between private happiness and public service. Ella has 

sacrificed much. But here we are and here we must endure 

until the end. 11 391 Ella became very ill in Summe r, 1938, 

a nd suffered a pa rtial stroke on August 10. The next two 

years were pa ssed in stoic discomfort , until Ella d i ed in 

November, 1940 . 392 She had been David's strength and 

counsellor, and more than anyone she molded h im into t he 

fig ure that he wa s. 

Due to all of t hese causes, and probably other s as 

well, David Philipson pa ssed his last decades with many 

per i ods of great despondency. In his journals he recorded 

some of these moments , especially from 1927 to 1931 , wh ich 

seems to have been his bluest per iod . More t han once he 

wished he had retired earlier, a nd ma naged to take some rest 

a nd have some peace.39 3 

David Philipson finally did ret i re in November , 1938, 

amidst great ce lebra tion of his fifty years as Bene Is rael' s 

rabbi . He had considered retiring earlier. but he decided 

to keep going to round out a half c~ntury in one 

congregation: "This will stand as the record i n thi s 

country. For that r easo n and that r eason alone I am 

continuing. " 394 Unfortunately, Philipson had miscalculated: 

he learned from Henry Cohen of Galveston, Texas, that Cohen 

outlasted h i m by half a year1395 Nevertheless, Philipson 
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anniversary of his a rr ival in Cincinnati . Except for a 

brief spu rt with the American Cou ncil for Judaism in the 

ea rl y 1940's , and attendin g periodic mee t ings of the 

organizations to which he s till belonged, David Philipson 

did take the rest which he lo ng had desi r ed. 

Oavid Philips on died June 29 , 194 9 in Roston . lie had 

be\n attending the CCAR Co nvention in Dretton Woods , N.11. , 

when he uas st r icken , and afte r receivin g the acclaim of his 

colleagues he was taken to P.oston ' s Be t h Israel llospital 

where he died . 396 Philipson was buried in Cincinnati's 

United Jewish Cemeteries in the " Rabbi ' s Co rner , " whe re his 

g ravestone rests in the shadow of obelisks markin g the 

resting places of his mento r s , Isaac Mayer Wise and Max 

Lilienthal. llad Da vi d Philipson written his own epitaph, il 

mi qht have bee n from his September 13, 1932 diary entry: 

•. • I can not be mo r e g ra teful to my God 
who has give n me strength to uphold t he 
ideals towards which I have di rected my 
vision . To be accounted a worthy 
successor of Wi se and Lilienthal is~ 
reward sufficient: to be gi ve n an e•ual 
place with these great teache r s of mine 
in public service and public esteem is a 
great satisfaction; to be one of this 
rabbinical Ci ncinnati triumvirate 
surpasses the wild est dreams of my 
youth . 397 
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CHAPTER TWO 

DAVID PHILIPSO N AS A LEADER 

V'i s h a"l diglo 

• • • Every man under his own standard •. . ( Num 1 :52) 

By all acco unt s David Philipson wa s acclaimed as a 

l ead e r. lie wa s a n Infl ue ntial figure, he held numerou s 

positions of power i n local a nd national o r ga niz at i o ns, an d 
~ 

he was looked to by a number of co nstit uencies as thei r 

s pokesman and c hief at var io us times . Wh at was the so u r ce 

and natu r e of Phtlipson's influence , howev er , a nd what we re 

hi s c red e ntials? Addit io nal l y, a s a powerful leade r in 

American Reform Je wry, how did Philipson manife s t his 

lea de r ship? 

Ph i lipson's fundament a l so urc e of au thority wa s thro ugh 

being a r abbi . Philipso n wa s a spirit ual leader i n a day 

when spirit ua l 1e91ers h ip and guidance wa s desired . As the 

r a bbi, he wa s the communal r eli g iou s leader, by defi ni tion . 

Yet , c learly not every rabbi succeeded i n inf lu e nce or 

l eade r s hip as d i d Ph i lipson; the r e was something specie~ 

added to hi s rabbina t e. Wha t was t hi s? Very i mpor ta n t wa s 

Ph 1 li~n ' s posit ion in H • U • C • 1 s f i r s t c less which ga ve h 1 m 

senior ity over other rabbi s . Al t ho ugh he was younger than 

many , Philipson sti ll was en upperclassma n a nd one of the 

Col lege ' s bikkurim. He the r efore stood symbo l ically c lose r 

to the ult i ma t e sources of authority: Isaac Wise and Ma x 

• • 
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Lilienthal. Ph 1 l i p son he g an his ca r c er as '' the fir s t b o 1 d 

disciple" of th e two lead e r s , and thi R c laim to fame 

r emained his throughout h'is days . 1 

Oavld Ph ilipson fit int o a untq~e n ic he as an American 

Jewi s h lea de r . As a y 0 u n n r ab Iii (\II cl t he Ill 0 des l s 0 fl 0 f 11 

r. o l u in h us ma l 1 man , Ph t I ipso n rt i <I not posses s n n y o f 1 la• 

traditionnl c rjteria fo r Americnn Jewish l en der s h!p. 11!rnt 

estnblished him a s s uch n comma nrltni:: fi ~ur e? tic• l ackc1I nl l 

of the c ust oma r y c riteria: he co uld c l aim no po liti ca l 

co nnecti ons , yi chus , wealth (a lthou gh throu gh his wife ' s 

fAmily Philipson <lid gAin accrss t o th e nffluent J c· 1~ s) , 

administra t ive r,en iu s , or s t e ll nr 1>choln r ship . " ·' v i d 

Philip so n' s o nl y o ri Rinal, subs tan tial merit was hi s 

di s cipleship to his i 111po rt nnt mentors , n nd ltls z ealous 

devotion to Hefnrm Judai s m. Onc e I s aac W i s~ d ie d, Oavid 

Philipson stood alo ne as the man nearest Lhe Fo under s . 

Becoming the historian of the mov eme nt o nly cemented h i s 

position . David Philipson ' s c rit e rion fo r leadershi p, then, 

was that he would become the stanclardbearer of Am e ri can 

~ lassical Refo rm Judaism . This he did. 

A standardbearer is one who holds hi gh th e banner o( R 

movement , and is a spokesman and a leader in that movement . 

tfe need not ~the ini t ia t o r. Philipson was not an original 

ideo l ogical geni u s of Reform Judaism; that r ole belon ged to 

Israel Jacobson , Samuel Holdheim , and Ab r aham Geiger , as 

well as Isaac Wise , David Einhorn , and to a degree , Max 

.. . 
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Lilient hal , in Ameri ca. Nor wa s Phi l ipson a creative 

thinker, i nventor or experimenter within the movement: those 

were Leopold Zun z , Samuel Adler, Lud wig Philippson, and 

othe r s , including Emil G. Hir sc h a~d Ka u fmann Kohler in 

Ameri ca.2 Phi l ipson wa s se ldom innovative. He did not 

design o r pr offer the par adigm; rather, he held it aloft a nd 

defended it aft&r it ha d been shaped and accepted. He wa s 

the standardbea r e r . 

Phtlipson ' s aut hori ty as a leader dl d not rest on 

ge nius intrinsic to himself , but in his relationship to the 

Founders and to th e hlst~ty of Reform Judaism in America. 

' lie not only owed a deht to'i:he founders, but he also had n 
I 

vital sta ke i n their being continually memoria l ized and 

nearly canonized . Philipson ' s post t io n depended on it. 

He nce , for Philipson, the immortality of Wise, Lilienthal, 

and the vivified Pittsbu r gh Platform was vital. To David 

Ph il ipson wh o was their stande r dbearer , they were orekh 

ya111e ycha. 

Addi tiona ll y , Philipson stepped into the r olo of Reform 

Judaism's sta ndard bearer becau se it was vacant. For years, 

Jsaac Wise a nd David Einho rn had bee n associated with that 

fu nction. But Ein ho rn died in 1879, and by the 1880's Wise 

wa s ve ry ~\11(y with t he Col l ege , a nd agi ng , beside s . For a 

wh i l e , it looked as if Kaufmann Kohl e r would step into the 

void, follo wing hi s sensationali zed "debates" wi th Alexander 

Koh u t and his conveni ng a nd s haping t he Pitts bur gh 

'flt • 
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Con ference.3 That did not materialize however; 1L was not 

in Kohler ' s natu r e . In helpin g to hr ln R Philipson bock to 

Ci ncin na t i f r om Baltimore , nnd in <llrectin n hi m to convene 

the o pen i ng mccttn n of the na sce nt C . ~ . A . R ., Wi se , 
unknowing ly n ud ~ed l' hillpso n into th is role. Phi l ip so n ' ~ 

participa ti o n in t he P itt sb 11q~ h C:on fcrc.> nc e o l s o he lp e d flt 
• 

hi m for thi s ta sk . :.lo bo dy e l s e had ta ken up th e bn nn e r , so 

Philip so n tl ld , 11lh c lt 11nwiltln r, 1y nn<l quit e l'l uh cn ns ci1)11 s l v , 

at firs t. 

0 a v t d JI h ll I fl s o 11 w fl s we l 1 - s u 1 t e d f o r t h C' r o 1 e : h c w a ~1 

we ll- sc hoo l c.>d in Re f o r m Ju ll a l sm . lie r ec:e tv ed hi ~ lir s t 

tndoc tr i,O)lti o n In Refo r m J1• wi s h pri nc ipl es f r om Wi se a n r! 

Lili t' nthal. 11 Ph il ipso n seems t <> ho ve acce pt e d these 

ri oct r l ne s u nq uest i o n l nn ly a nd mode chem his lif e prfn c i p l rn . 

ll hile in f\altl mo r e n t llnr 'i t nat, howe ve r , Philip so n modi f le1! 

his Cl ass i c al f~ c f o r m posi ti o ns by s lu tl yln R t he mo r P radl c nl 

vlewa of hi R predecesso r , na vid Einhorn. Philip so n o c qutr e cl 

a set o f Einho r n' a pe riodi cal , Sinai , n od r e ad it 

thorou ghly. 5 li e then blend ed th e mo r o mod e r a te vi e ws of hi s 

Ci nc tnnot t teac hers wlth th os e h e Acce pte d f r om tlt c-

rx tremist , E inho r n . Year s l:lte r Ph il i ps on c oul rl write , "l 

had been reared in the l..'i s e s c h o o l; Th a d my first g ra d uat e 

tl'-6'inin g , if I may call it RO , in the F. 1nhorn c nvironmene. 11 6 
~ 

The Reform J ud a i s m f o r which Philipso n was t he 

sta ndardbearer is best described by the Pit t sb ur gh Pl atfo r m. 

This J udaism was a apir itual , e t hicAl r elig i on emphasizi ng 

-p. • 
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the univ ersa l istic, pr ophetic mi ss i o n idea. Cu l tic 

prac ti c e s were r emoved , rcoaon was dominant; a concer n for 

' social justice was mflnffcs t. The n1ll1crcn t s of thts r e l igio n 

were not o nation with te rri to ry, but a r eligious communit y 

which live d wlth Its genti l e nl'l s; hhor s In nll l 1rnds in A 

sririt of rrogr ess a nd common humanity . 7 The i dPal o f 

Philipson ' s l.:e forrn .Judaism was opttmtsttc , nohle , ancl 

excitlng . lie would not nel' tl to he con vin ct•tl of its me r i t 

nor cajoled into flyin A itA co lo r s . p h f 1 i fl n 0 11 WI) II I 11 I' Ill h Cl ti y 

this rel L11tou s idcnl al I th<' dny s of h i s lif e . 

The f 1 (th p r inc i p l (> 0 f th c pi t t 8 h u r (I h r 1 0 l f () r RI 

r eso nated especially st r ongly In Philipson . I t r ead: " Ive 

conside r ourselves no longt~r a nntion , hut n relh1ious 

communit y , nnd the r efo r e expect nei t her a return to 

PAlcstine ••• nor the re s t o r ation of ony law ~ co ncernln n the 

Jewish sta te." 8 Althou Rh Philipson Pspoused a ll of 

~ Classical Re form Judaism i n gene ra l , he made anti- 7 tont sm ., 
and J ew i s h univer sa l ism th e co rne r stone of his creed , aa 

we ll as the centra l focus o f his ca r eer . In reflection o n 

that career h e wrote: "The Reform rabbi s , with few 

e x c e p t 1 o n s , a n' t a g o n i z e d t h e II e r z 1 i a n p r o po s i t i o n • And none 

more decid e dly than did I. 11 9 lli s famou s motto was : "I am an 
• 

American in nationality and a Jew in Re l igion. 11 10 Philipson 
'-

wa s not un awa re that he ca rried the banner and lead the 

troops. Additiona ll y , for Da vid Philips on , a fundamental 

tenet of his life was that the creed camf f~rst , a nd that 
~ 
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a l1 act io n o r r c n son i n g f ol lowed from t he c r e e 1111 l 

foundation. "Men may come and men may go , hut principle 

s t and R foreve r , " Ph t l1 p son wrote i n 11) 0 7 • 1 I A ti i s c i p li n e rl , 

c n r e f u 1 th l n k e r n s w {' 1 1 n s n d e -,u t ('cl , z en l o 11 s cl I fl c i r 1 C' , 

Philipson knP w his principles , hel<l fir m to them , and 

c n r r l e d p r o u cl 1 y L h c a t o n d n r rt o f h i s r1 o v e in<' 11 t • 

W ha t "'w a s Ph 1 I i p son ' s ow n p h 1 1 o so p h v o f .I e 1/l !I h 

l cnut' r ship? Tn n l'll7 Address C'tl l ! t IC'd " .IC'wlsh LP:id<'r::htp , " 

Philipson offerecl his dC'fini ti on of the JC'wish lcn<l••r . 

\on:;l~ tenl 1dth h i s c l .1ss i c<1 l R€.' lori1 i<l eo l op, v, l'h i I ip•;n11 

a s s e r t c d t ha t t r 11 e J e w i s h 1 e o d <' r ~~ h i p we a J r. " 1 s Ii r e l I r. I o u s 

le ade r ship . lie wr o te: 

A Jew may he very distln ~ ulshed ns a 
luwyer or u physician , 0 bnnke r o r n 
p r ofesso r , this will e ntitle him to 
leadership in his profess ion or h11siness 
hut not to Jewi s h leadership unless he 
ha ve by de voted se rv ice to the ca use of 
Judaism i n its r e l igio us , phi l a n thropic , 
o r educationn l e ndea vors g i ven e v ldenr e 
of his abi li ty to lead along these 
lines . No i the politician of Jewish 
bi r t h who c l a i ms to cont r ol a so-cal l ~d 
Jewish vote is a Jewish leader , not nn 
athe i s t ic l a~or ag i tato r who happens to 
be of Jewish bir th i s a Jewish lender , 
not an irre li g i o us Jewish nationa l ist i s 
a Jewish lea d e r , howe ve r much they may 
be odve rti zed as s uch in the pu b li c 
pri nts . J e wish leade r ship as such i s a 

~el ig i o u s l eade r ship . 12 

I n this add r ess , from his viowpoint , Philipso n not only Look 

shots a t Lou i s Br a nd e i s (po l iticia n ) a nd Ho r ace Ka l len 

(nationali s t ) , but he also s uggested t ha t a l though a J ew i s h 

l a yma n c oul d be a Jewish lea d e r , t hi s was pr ima r i ly t he 

... 
,J 
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rohbi ' s r ole . Philipson n r g ucd fo r rcli niosit y as a 

conditio n of Jewish le nde r s hip not onl y to po l emiclze 

nRainst those whom he did not r ega rd as Jewish l enders, but 

beca use he since r ely beli e ved it . Philipson ' s own Reform 

J e w i sh re 1 i g t o s i t y ~u 1 d n o t be q 11 1~ A t i on c d • A rt <I i t 1 on n l 1 y , 

Philipson wou l d ob viously advance the rositlon of the r obhl 

in rhc Jewish wor l d, wh i ch in his timf' , us in eve r y og<' , sow 

1 a y m c n e x e r c I s e r. r e a t i n f I u c n c t• i n t h e 11 n t i o n n I .I e w i s Ii 

bodies . Ph 1 I l p son b c· 1 i e v ('Ii t ha t t h 1 • c e 11 l r n 1 , mos t v I L 11 I 

Jewish l>odv was the co nr, r ega tion , however. Titus , the r :ihhi 

of that community shou l d hf' r e~r1r 1lt•d ns th<' l c•nde r . 11 

llow should this r 1l hbt/ .Jewi a h lende r .1<"q11l l hlri1selC in 

his r o l e? 1'he r obbi needetl t o be many thinp.s , Phillpsrin 

belie ved , hut very Importantly, th<> rabhl muRt hen 

RCntleman and a scho lar , This wn s t he po r ago11 agnins t which 

Ph ilipso n tud gecl him"lelf an<l othf'r:; . f>h i I i p so n wns 

tl i strauRh t when he saw behavio r unbe con in g of R r altbi ; 

Morsenste r n ' s a nd Heller ' s antics especinl ly irked him. 

After obse rv ing some upsetting conduct by o r nbbi , Phil Lpson 

wr ote : 
/' 

What Lord Co leri dge wh en Ch ief J ustice 
of Eng land said i n re ga rd to incoming 
young men who de si red to be admitted to 
t he ba r s , is as tru e of r a bbis. Whe n 
asked what qualifications were necessa ry 
fo r the candidates he s aid , " fi rst a nd 
foremost , they must be ge ntlemen . 
Everything e lse is seco noary." 'fo which 
I sa y Amen!l4 

I 

... 
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Ph ili pso n p r efe rr ed qu iet, tactful diplomacy - in the 

Li l ie nthal lma ~e - o ve r b r nsh f orco fuln esR . lie demanded of 

the ~ plrituat leade r an 11nrel<'n t 1 11 n deference Lo tho hj ghcs t 

pri nciples of truth and honesty . The ra bhi should be ~ 

wtllinA host nnd f r iend to the ren til f's , nnd node ! the pn l h 

of inte r religt ous ~o odwilt . 1 5 AIRo , Phl l lpson firm l v 

be 1 i e v c d t h n t L he r oh h I mus t s• u a r rl the s p i r i t 11.1 I 1t y n f t h c 

rulpit: " No a uhje c t which ls not !11 some c· lenr 11nd <IC' flnl u• 

mnnner conncc t c-tl with the outcome of pulpi t work Is 

l e g i t i mo t e ( o r t r e 11 t n e n t i n l h c> p u 1 p i t . " Hi R c- s~ a r rl l 11 "· 

ras t o r o l wo r k l'h1l ip son ' s views u111lcrwcn t some chnnt;P •li1rinl! 

his ca r eer , but , he always mnlntnined n position In keeping 

with thr h l ~ hest dl ~ nity of his ca ll in ~ ; ~oss1py visit s were 

d i sdained beca use the y be lit tled th e minister. Givin n 

RC Ruinc comfo r t , on the othe r hanJ , wos ennob lin g n( t he 

le ade r.1 7 r 

The H sto r y of Davi d Philipson as the Refo r m JcwiRh 

s tandorrlb earer ma y ha ve actun lly bc nu n jus t after the t nA5 

Pittsbur Rh Pl at f o r m and th e ornnn i zntional meeti nR of t he 

C. C. A. R. in Detroit in' 1a ao . At th e r. . C. A. R. ' s fi r s t 

r e gular con vention the fo l l owin A yea r , PhillpRon co

pr esenty&-8 r esolution callinR fo r the Conf e r ence to 

officially e ndorse anti-nationali sm . After a s ubstant ial 

discuss i o n t he motion was na r r o wly defeated a nd a 

r econsi d e r atio n mo tion was tab l ed. These votes indicate 

tha t a l though a n ~i-neti ona l ism wa s ge nerally acclaimed as 

.... 
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the mainst ream philoaophy , there wns some a~hivelcnce As 

well as a not insignificant nationalist presence in the 

ea rly C. C. A. R. The WAY would not he simple fo r P!lilipson . 

Appa r ently , howeve r, this defeat neithe r dissuaded nor 

tarnished the young rnbbi . At the followinr. conve nti on in 

1891 Philipson delive r ed an address in which he reiterated 

his position and again u r qed the Conference to r e Aister an 

an t i-na t ionalist endorsement: "I believe it would he in 

place and proper for this conference he r e assembled to 

express its disapp roval of that mo vement and to declare tn 

the wo rld at large that inasmuch as it is a s cpn r otist 

scheme it has not the sympathy of the ra bbis of the 

country .''1 8 The CCAR Yearbook r eco r ds no ac tion taken on 

Ph ilipson ' s suggest ion . (At the prC? vious con ve nti on the 

C. C. A. R. did , however , r ep ri11t the principles of the 

Pittspurgh Platform , thereby implicitly acceptinr. its nnti 

na t ionalist position . ) 

Sig nificantly , the r efor e , it was Da v id Philipson who 

p r oposed the fi r st two anti- nationalist expressions in the 

C. C. A. R. 19 The r e ce rtainly we re othe r s wh o shared 

Philipso n ' s philosophy , includin g the Co nference presiden t, 

and who could have sponsored the calls . Yet , it was 

Philipson who did . It is possible t ha t Philipson~ the young 

upstart, was speaki ng ou t wher e other , ol~er, mo re worldly 

me n chose not to. Yet, Philipson clea rly believed s tro ng ly 

in hi s princip les , and h e asserted himself amo n g hi s peers 
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very early by steppi ng onto the rabbini cal stage with a 

position. Thi s was ne w ground on whi c h Philipson was 

treading. By persistently speaking as he did , Philipson .. 
established a sta nce and a role for himself in the C.C.A.R., 

and his principles and eagerness to address the issue we r e 

dramatically registe r ed. Furthermore, Philipson would make 

the C. C.A.R. a prima r y , if not central arena in his caree r, 

and one in which he would wiel d g r eat power. 

Once he had established himself as a sta ndard beare r, 

Philipson did not back dow n . While Wise wa s still alive 

Philipson was properly defere nt ial to his master, but he was 

becoming more and more public and ou t spoken. Also , Wise was 

using Philipso n, despite their personal tensions, to fill 

this role. ln 1893 Philipson spoke at the World Parliament 

of Religions i n Chi cago on " Judaism and the Modern State ," 

and in 1898 it was mostly Philipson who f ramed the 

U.A.H . C.' s anti-Zionist response to llerzl and the first 

Basie conference which took place the pr evious year.20 In 

those years Philipson also began to re search the h isto ry of 

the Reform Movement, a nd produced a series of artic l es for 

the Jevish Quarterly Review which event uated into his Reform 

Movement ~~udaism.21 Once Wise died a nd Ko hl er came to 

Cinc innati, Philipson was truly unleashed. Kohler ' s goals 

included indoctrinating you ng H. U.C. s tud e nt s in the tenets 

of Reform Judaism, and Ph ili pson no t on ly joined and sup ported 

... . 



him in this ef f o r t , he hecAme " the force beh i nd Koh l e r ," 

dld much wo r k himse l f . 22 

Ph ili pso n wo ul d be Cl assica l Reform ' s ideolo g i cal , 

spokesmon fo r the res t of his life . lie l ed the procession 

a ga inst the Ba l four Declarntion and o~ninst every Zionist 

erfo rt th r ough t:h e 1 9'30 ' ~• . Ry t he 19hO ' a o new co rp s of 

011 t i - Zionist l eaders had evol ved , bu t they still looked to 

Phi l ipso n os thP senio r s t atesman . Even in s uch o ro l e he 

remained somewha t the Mo vement ' s s t andn rd hea r Pr . 21 In 

c h o i r i n g t h e Comm i s s i o n o n ,I c w i s h r. cl 11 c a t i o n , i n II f fl 

con t inued presence in the C . C. A . IL , th r o ugh l f'ctu r in A on the 
0 

his t ory of the Hcfurm '.lo vf'ment at llehrew Union Colle ~e , ;inti 

t hro ugh his civic octl vitic s , Dov i d Phi l ipso n ne ve r .. 

re l inquished his position . jlo bocly co uld r epresent ~(> form 

Ju daism as we l l as he co11 l d ; 24 It wa s his l ife ' s work . 

Po wer Rr oke r •• • a nd Br oke n Powrr 

Ph i lipson pa rl ayed h i s role in t o n posit.ion of g reat 

pow e r. I n ma n y ways he pla ye d t he powe r b r oker . lie wa s 

sec on cl on l y t o th e president of lf e br ew ll n io n Co ll ene in 

p l acing t he Co ll ege ' s g ra d ua t es i n conr. r ega t io na l pos i tions , 

- r. a nd throu gh h i s na ti onwid e co nne c tion s he also was 

ins t rument a l in helpin g many r a bbi s chan ge pos itio ns , 25 I n 

th e da ys o f the De pression when j o bs we re e specially scarce , 

Philipson wa s mad e c hairman of the C . C . A. R . Comm ittee o n 

Pul pit Placeme nt in an eff ort to alleviate the conditio ns . 

-... 
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Ph ilipso n was di s tr esse d, howe ver , th a t he co uld do very 

littl e as t he r e we re very fe w vaca nci e s . 26 Ph ili pso n al so 

e xe r c i se d hi s powe r i n the p ul>li s hin ~ wo rl rl , i n 'i n f lu e nci ng 
" 

c o mmitt ee Appo intme nts a nd ope r a ti ons i n t he C . C . A. R. nnd 

o t her o r ga n izat i ons , an d in sclC'ctivc f und- r aising 

cam pa i gnin g . h i s c l o ut was nugme nt ecl hccn usc he co ul d of t en 

t urn t.o hi s in fl ue n t i a l l ayme n a nd gni n t he ir s upp() rl, O$ 

we ll. 27 

Politi cs we r e ano th e r pr o vin ce whe r ei n Ph i lip so n co ul d 

be t nfluent i a l. llasico ll y , he was ve ry c ,,ir e fu l a nd tr iecl t o 

iso lat e the "c i v ic " s lde of himsel f from the " rnhb in ic '' side 

whe n he add r essed n pub I i c iss 11 e . Yr t , i n r o r c br<'nc hes nf 

!t i s po li cy , Phi l ipso n e ndo r sed ho t h Mu rr ny Seaso ngood , n 

l' ene I s r ae l conr, r cgan t , nn cl Rus se l l M. Wilso n i n thei r 

Chn rt e r Pa r t y cam pa i g ns fo r Ci Ly Co 11n c i 1. Bo th we r e e l ec t ed 

nnd ho th se rv ed as Cinc innati ' s ~ayor . AlthouR h Ph ilipso n 

ha d a policy aga in s t ope nly s up por ting poli ti co l ca ndid ates , 

he s up ported Se os on go od a nd th e ChArt e r Mo veme nt heca 11 se 

t he y oppose cl c he mac hine govern me nt wh ic h Ph i li pso n 

det es t ed . Also , Phili ps o n suppo rt e d Wil s on in o rd e r t o 

~efray sla nderou s ch n r ges which were br oadcast by Wil s on ' a 

opponent~a t the candid a te was an a ntj-Se mite . 28 

Philips on often contended t hat ther e was no such 

phenome no n as "The Jewish Vote ." lie did not want Jews to be 

considered an isolated group, especi a l ly when it came to the 

American democ r a tic proc e s s. Phi l ipson believed that eac h 

-
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individual voted his ow n co nsc i ence . Al so , Philipson was 

et hical l y opposed to supportin r, A Jewish candidate for 

off i ce simply because he was a c o reli p. ionist : cnch candidote 

also had t o be evaluated o n his own merit.2Q Yet , Philipson 
.. 

violated his prin c i p l e fl t le ast o nce . 

When Alfred M. Co he n wos positioninr, liir1sclf in \ ') l l 1.:0 

win the Democratic Party' s q ub e rnatortnl nominntlnn , 

Ph ilipso n wo r ked "und e r the tAhle" to muster s upport for 

I 1 l ''' : h e w r o t e t o A d o 1 p h .Q c h s , h i s f r i c n cl n n rl t Ii e p u h I i s h e r 

of the Ne w Yor k Times. Philipson asked Oc hs if he would 

arrange that the Times , the natio n • s leedin~ newspaper and 

Democ ra tic to boot , woul<l ~Ive Cohe n plenty of good 

publicity . A l thou s~ h l'h 1lips on unloubted l y rntionnli ?.ctl t hnt 

Cohe n was a good man and deser ved the at t ention , he pr obably 

wo uld not have done the same for any other p,ootl nnd 

dese rvi ng candidate . Cohen wos special: a successful 

Cinc i nnn ti attorney and s tnte sennto r , he wns the 

Co nRre ga tion p r esiden t ond had been nn office r of Re ne 

I s rael eve n when Ph ilip so n arrived in Urn~ . Lrtter , he 

chaired the llUC Boa rd of Gove rnor s . Philipson certainly had 

clefe rred to Cohen ' s requ est i:i for ove r two decA<lcs: if Co hen 

had ppiled u pon Philipson for his s upport it i s li kely 

that the r a bbi would have ha d to consen t , creed or no creed , 

Even the mos t devoutly p r incipled ma n knows when to bend . 

Oc hs agreed ; Cohen did no t succeect . 30 

-... . 
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Int e r es t ing l y , t h is mo tt e r transp ire d n t the snmc t i me 

thn t Ochs o nd J oc ob Scl1iff wer e tr y in g to wo o Philip s on to 

~ew York' s Tem pl e Emnn u- El. To th e f:mn nu -l·· l pr opo~ itl o n 

Philips o n co ul d no t be nd ( " Pr i nc i p l e comes f i r s t" ) , hut t o 

er he n he wo u 1 cl . Th i s ma tt e r p r esen t s on insi r h t in t o the 

world of re bbint ca l-co nr, r ega ti onn l po l it i cs . Cohe n wa s 

I' h l 1 i p so n ' s "boss , " •1 n d 1 h P c I l' r r y ma n h n 11 t o co n r c <I C' t o h i s 

l ay l ea de r. Sch iff ancl Oc h s , nlt hou 1:h i mme ns el y powe r f ul , 

1ter e no l l'hil i pson ' a " bosses , " 1l t lin 11 r,h they \H'rt' vy l nr, to 

be , ond t hey hocl t o co ncetle t o t he clerrnmnn ' s w i sh . J 
) 

I' h l li p s 0 n • I i I. c m n s l r fl b b 1 s • c n u l 11 n 0 t h 0 I d h (\ck r r 0 m l h I' 

dena nda of his ow n powe r fu l l ~ lt y . Y c• t , h <' h c I 11 o f f o t h I' r 

la y 1 c a d ,, r s , c v e n t he mos t I n f l u c n t i n I Jews l n t Ii 1' r <> u 11 1 r y , 

d t ck e r in R w l th t h cm u n tit L ha y d an 11 l e 11 n t th c "n ti o f hi s 

s t r i n g • T Ii a m n n i p u t a t 1 on o C po w c r l R o ve r y 11 c I I c n t " n r t. 

One mus t c ar e full y knov t he l lm lt n t lons , cspec1n ll y If one 

Is a r ab bi. 

Philip s on coul d become r a t he r i nsu lated I n Cln r l nno ti. 

By lot e in hi s ca re e r he hod be en in Ci nc inn a t I f o r S<" ve r a l 

de cades , and he be came accu s tomad t o th e gen e r a l de f e r e nce 

of t he community ' s lait y . I~ v e n w l t h t h e i n f l u <' 11 1 I o l 1 e y 

leaders a modus vivendi had come about . Howe ver , Phili pson 

r had to r emembe r that outside of ll omilton County , Ohi o , h is 

name was not s o well known nnd l ay pe o pl e mi ght not be 

deferentia l . Tn 1928 when Phi li ps on cha ired th e Ar bitra tion 

Commit tee of the C. C. A. R. , he wa s celled upon by A robbi to 

... 
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settle n diRpute between the rabbi nnd his modest , lnrliana 

consregatio n. Philipson wrote to the conRregotional 

president outlinin~ his v iew of ~he molter and the p r ope r 

cou r se t o follow.31 lie received A sho rt, t<'rsc missive In 

rcj'lly: 

Am in receipt nf your l etter of thr 
21st , ancl we , the lloo r d of Directo r s nnrl 
myself , do not apprcc lat e• the tone of 
the same at n 11. 
We ore quit e owa r e of our duties ln tht ~ 
world , and always have p<'rformcd the 
sa me i n a n e t h l c n l w o y • 1: e d o no t f cc l 
111) d··•••rv1• .111y 1· 1·f1· iclN••I frn111 you nnd WI"! 

.ilo;;n •111<' · ;1 i1111 y1111r rl •: 11I 1 ' l1"'Ct11r1• 11s, 
cs ll e c i a 1 1 y s i n c e y o u h c A rd on l y o , 1" :d ti " 
of th e story . 32 

Philipson rccor,nized tlt~t he wa s powerless and recommen<lerl 

to thl' r abbJ that the rnatter should bo cl r o ppc>d. The)• sho uld 

avoid o chill ul Hashem , he warned. 33 This wns n r egular 

conce rn o( Phi lipson: he preferred t o walk away Crom n 

tussle a little defeated , thnn to cnr,AAe ln it n ntl possihly 

emer r.e vict o rious, but also ernerr~c soiled nn d ;i pa rt y to 

desecration of the 'f oly :-.lame . Hidden within Ph ilipson ' s 

philosophy and advice wa s a concern which often wa s present 

[or him. As o sta ndar dbeo rer of the Jews 011<! as o civic 

leader , Philipson could not help but ask the question : ~ 

yomru h!Wft!'fim? What will the ge ntiles sny? 

David Phi li pson followed in the path of his teacher, 

Ha x Lilienthal , and always had a sensitive ea r directed 

towards the larger community . (For a fuller discussion of 

Phllipson ' s relations with ge ntiles end the gentile 

-~. 
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commun1ty , sea chap ter five , brlow . ) I' h i 1 i 11 s o n c u l t i v n t ad 

relntions with non-Jews on<l RC?n tile c l ergymen , nn<l wns very 

involved in nrne ral munic i11al conce rns . lie> had heen en I led , 
,. 

in fact : " n r nbhi for the goytm ." 1 11 This \HIS not entirely 

unt r ue , howev e r . IJpon Philipso n ' s r eL1 rement hC' re cei ved 

my ria ds of acco lad es and acknowledRements , mos r of th em 

p r alst nr. htm fur , n monJ:: o t he r thin r.s , his wo rk 111 tnterf n it h 

relation s . Everett Clinchy of the Nat ional Confe r en ce of 

Chrlstinn s nnd Jews was one of the two princ i pn l spcnkc r s n t 

Ph11ip s on ' s r eti r emen t dinnC' r. 35 

As a l coclc r nnrl spokesman , Ph i I Ip so n wns vl'ry 11w1Hc> 

Lhnt Lite position cd " spo kesl'lnn f o r the Jews" wns n 

pras tl Riou s onC' in n tol e r a nt sor tcty. rlf ten t I men the 

ge ntiles were mo r r re spec tful nnrl reverential t owa r ds t he 

community ' s r Abbi than were th !'! Jew s . .Ju s t ns th e y r1nlntain 

a respectfu l posture toward s thei r ow n c ler g y , so t oo Lhey 

are re spec tful to th e Jewi s h c ler n y . A cl cl I l ion n l l y , 

Philipson ' s Jewi sh mission concc>pt r rq ulre<l goo d r c l otion s 

with the gentl l e community . Ph i llp so n , ns n s pokc t;rirnn , 

se rv ed a s tho "ambassado r to th e ge nti l es ." Th us , in the 

community ' s eyes , Philipson Appeareri to be th e Jewish c hief , 

and he certainly appreciated the attendant honors,36 r-
By the 19 30 's the Re f o rm Judaism whose s tnndord David 

Ph ilipson had bo rn was dec ided l y cha ngi ng . Most 

dromatlca lly, the Zionist mo ve ment had r. r own a nd sol idified , 

a nd the Z1on1als witht11 Refo r m Judaism were becominr. more 

... . 
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and more successful . Tn 193 1 the " Zioni s t natlonnl hy mn 

'lla tikvnh'" was lncorporatecl i nto the new Un i on llymnal , and 

in 1Q35 the C. C. A. R. official l y decln r ed it s neutrality on 
"' 

Zioni sm . Dot h of these e vents stunned Philips on, huL a l so 

were signposls of the c hnnges tnkin r, pl::ice . 37 

I n 1 ') 3 7 l he c· . f • ,\ • r: . n 0 rr 01tl y r• I c• c t c 11 n n {' w " I; II i " ' II I ! 

Pri ncfpl<'s o( Re f o r m J u doi sn ." Includecl tn thi s " Co l11 mh11s 

PlnLform" we>rl! :l~t1V rlio11s of .Je wi sh pt'op ll" ho od n11d a c 11ll 

for th e r ehohi1ito t1 o n of Pa l es tin e . JR 1\l t hou 11h Philipso n 

w n s ,, me m be r o f t h c C: o 111111 I t t c e on • c• c> v n I u .i t i o n o f I< c 1 o r to 

J udai sm whi ch presC'tHer1 lhe doc11t'1C'lll , hc p r ob:ib lv wan 

lnclutl ed as an ll<'k now le<lr.emen t of his se niority und LO 

p ln cn te Lhe nnti-Zfoniscs . lie cert:i1nly wn s not need C' tl on 

th e commi ttee . Ph i l l p s o n o n 1 y h c g r u d •: I n 1: I y s 11 p po r t e <I t h e 

new princi ples , tis he indicate d wh e n lie mo ved for il s 

ncc Ppta nce: "I nm now the only mn n l i vin r, who wns n 1 I he 

Plt t sb ur sh Co n ference . I wa s not in favo r of a new 

Decloration hut the r.o nf e ren ce wonted it .•.. Fo r the sn ke 

of historic continuity , I should l !kl' to be the onC' t o mov<· 

the adoption of thi s Decla ration of Principle s . 11 39 Three 

yea r s earlier whe11 the plan fo r n new decl a rati on wa n fir s t 

discu~d , Philipso n asked Abraham re ld oan, who had propos ed 

the idea , "What will you do with me , one of the last 

survivo rs of those who signed the Pittsburgh Platform?" 11 0 

Feldman claims to have r ep lied: " We will gi ve you the 

zechiyah and the pleasure of bein g the fi r st t o sign the new 



? 

156 

p l atform t" 41 Philipson , 11ho was t o r etire the fol l owing 

year , had been clemoted in s ta t us f r om the stand a rdbcar e r t o 

o symbol , and by his plea fo r co n tinuity , he apparent l y was 

fu l ly cognizant of it , too . 

Philipson continued as a symbol until his death . Hhcn 

he keynoted the o r ga nizationA l conference of the o n ll -

Zioni s t American Co un ci l for Judaism in June , 1q42 , he wns 

th e octo3enorian repr esent.1li ve of o n eA rl ier l!e form 

.l 11 d11ism . llc> begfl n thnt address: " Memo r y i s dee p ly s t irred 

a a 1 at and he [ore you my co 11 e1q~ u cs who ll Hr e" w i th m c i 11 the 

univer sa li s tic int er pretation of our Jewish reform movement. 

1 am now the oldest rf'forin rflbbi in Lhe United S tnt f's . Tlme 

was when 1 was the youngest . " 1•2 Even thn1111h Phi 1 ip so n ' ~ 

nudience wa s composed of hts irleoloRlcal !'• rtn r> r s hy nn<l 

la r ge , Philipson st ill hint ed at o dtstn nre between him nnd 

t hem • 11 e w n s f r o rn a <l i f f,,. r en t H e f o r 1n .I e w i ah a R <' , 11 11 d h i s 

prese nce ond wo r d s sym bo l ized lhnt fact. 

To th ose who wer e noc hi s ideological compnt r iotA , n i l 

the more Phtlipson was a symbo l of o different ~eform 

J uclaism . 1!0 still h e l d the banne r a loft a s the 

s t a ndardbearer of Pit t sb u rgh Pl atfo r m .Ju daism , on l y he had 

..... 
fa r fewe r fol l owers . r- It wa s no t i n Da v i d Phi l ip son ' s na ture 

t. o c hange h is views ( pr i nciple s t a nd s fo r eve r ) , so whi l e 

Re for m Ju da i sm cha nged i n t h e ea rl y mid-twe n tie th cent ury , 

ho r emai n ed s t eadfas t , Alon g the way Phi l i pson picked u p 

t he t i t l e , Oea n of Ame r ica n (Refor m) Rabbis . It was a n 

-
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honorific tit l e of whi ch Philipson wa s proud. He even 

sig ne d some professional correspondence with the title: Dean 

of America n Reform Ra bb inete.4} 

The question ought to be conside r ed : What motivated 

David Philipson? What compelled him to succeed es a figure 

in the Reform Movement? The re are many possible 

explanations. Und oubted ly. Philipson never fo r got his 

humbl e o rigins, and on c e he acqui red a taste for the finer 

life end fo r his own potential, he kn e w what to drive for . 

He a lways remembered hi s moth e r on her yahrzelt, and in his 

reflectio ns he looked back on a world whic h he had left.44 

Al so , from childhood days Phillpso n wa s bright a nd a hard 

worker. Tt was pa r t of hi s earliest nature to be c ur ious 

and to challenge himself . As an el dest so n he also may have 

felt pressure to s ucceed. as we ll. Once at H. U. C. his 

models were not ordi nary rabbis , but the vastly suc c essful 

Wise and Lilienthal . To pattern hims e lf on these figure s 

might bring a drive for s uccess . As a r ab bi Philipson agai n 

was a n eldest son - of the College . The same press ure to 

s ucceed was agai n f elt , and quite likely the Co llege wa s a 

more demanding "father" than Joseph Philipson had been. 
;-' 

Al so , Philipson could see the advantages of power and 

influence, and he desir e d them. As he improved himself, he 

r ecei ved a respect which he had not known be fo re, a nd this, 

too, motivate d the rabbi to succeed and earn more kavod. 

Finally, there was Philipson's wife . Ella was bright (it 

... 
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was sometimes soid In jest tha t sbe wrot o Do v id ' s se rmons4S) 

a nd s he knew what he r hushend cou ld become . She had an air 

of confidence and cul tun' , a n~ she shaped navid Philipson 

into o simi l a r mold .46 The couple hnd no child r en , whi c h 

also may hnve s ubconscio us l y drivr>n Philipson to succeed in .. 
o r der to compensate for what wns la cki n R. Ove r all , n:'lvttl 

Ph ilipson hod o n abundance of mo ttv ntions fo r s uccr>sR . 

In the e nd , David Philipson - sta ndardbenr cr , symbol , 

nnd Dea n - ser ved nn i mportant lc Adersh ip function. As one 

of the fi r st r abb i s o r doinec! in Arnorica , ond as n native 

Ame ri can as wt> l I , Ph ili pson wns a model of t he Aml'rtcon 

rabbi. lie was a prototype : American bo r n , American trained 

and orrlojne1l , ancl a sn rvn nt in an h i flto ri c American 

co ng re r,ntion . As much as his l eadrr s hip r olt> wn!'l Lo liolcl n 

s tandard, he also ~a standard . fn Cincinnnti where he 

influenced nearly th r ee nenc r11tion s of rnbbi s , he mocle 1erl 

scho l arship , deco r um, communa l relations , and lrntlc r ship . 

If Isaac Wise a nd Max Lilienthal we r e t he shape r s of the 

ea r lies t Ame ri ca n-tr ai ned r abb i s , then Philip so n , one of 

their first products , se r ved as n production prototype . In 

eulogizin g David Philipson , Dr. Jacob R. ~n rcu s conci s ely 
r 

pointed to Phil i pson ' s uniqu e r p l e: 

In some r es pect s he was the fi rs t native 
Ame r ica n liberal r abbi , a nd as s uch , he 
se t a f in e patte rn of scho la r ship , 
c ulture a nd dignity. 
Fo r an entir e ge ne r atio n after the death 
of Dr. I sa ac Mayer Wise , Dr. Philipson 
was the spiritual leader of American Jew r y ,47 
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CHAPT ER THREE 

OAVTD PllILIPSO N: AMERICAN ANTI - ZIONIST 

A Ph il osoph y of Anti-Zioni sm 

Refo r m Juduism in Ame ri ca hos bee n the s t 1-1gc for mo ny 

deba te s a nd d r amas for JudAism As iL hns encou n ter<'t! 

mo d e r n i t y • A mo n 'I t Ii e s e c o n ttr o v e r s i e s , o n e o f t h " mo s t 

ce ntra l , pr o t rt\ctecl , a nd at tjmes , bitte~ wa s Zio n ism . In 
\ 

thi s mat l er Refo r m Judais111 ' s hnsic 1rlco l o~y bc>gan ns nnLl-

Zioni s t, but it dltl not t ake l o ng f or opposing viewpoint s to 

a r ise . Soon thc> r c we re Zio ni sts nntl nnti-7.i oni s t r: , wi t h 

leade r s and spokesrnen in <'LlCh cn mp. In Lhis nrcnn , fla h l>i 

Da vie! Philipso n played 11 c ritical r n l e . 

Philipson was al lie d with the mai ns tream a nt i-Zionists 

from h i s very beginnin g at Hebrew llnion r.o ll eP,e , anti he made 

t his i ss ue and this i deo lo n y t he cent r n l co nce rn of his 

ca r eer . Ile s ice ll y , Phili pson' s beliefs were simp l e . He• 

asserted at e ve r y op portunity that he was American in 

nationali ty and Jewish in reli gi on. lie maintained tha t 

Zionism was unequivo ca lly political in c hara~te r, an d that 

Judai s m wa s unaltertt'Tlly r c li\io us in charac t e r, and thn t the 

- •two wer"e-;ssentia lly i ncompatible . Philipson mai n tained 

this position , unchan ged , for the duration of his l e ng thy 

rabbinat e , In that time, howev e r, Phi l ipson witnessed g r eat 

change in Judaism and in world affai r s. As a n in s t ru me nta l 

figure amo ng the a nt i-Zionists , how did he r eact co these 

-" 
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events, and how <lid his irleoloRY weather the chn ll e nges that 

came fo rth ? What was Da vid Philip so n's r o le tn the anti-

Zionist co ntroversy in Refprm Judaism? 

Phil i pson ' s positions o n ZJ oni sm we r e we ll-rooted ; he 

was o very principl~d man . " ~!en rnny come n nd no n may s~ o , 

but pr inciple e tand s fo r eve r,"1 he hnd said . Althou~h 

Phi li pson die! mode r ntc s ome li<' li efs nt ti mes , ltis r :ntllnn l 

doc tr ine of the incompatibility o( Re f o r m Jud niR m an<l 

Zi onism never fa lt e re d , and he p r o ud l y declared thi s often . 2 

Additionally , n1thour.h Ph i lip so n nppn r cntly used hotlt tcr 11 n 

" Zionism" and ''Political 7. ion isrn " interchnn geably , hC' did 

bel i e ve n nd ur g uc that~ Zio ni sm was politi cal by 

defin i tion . 3 {lle r eafte r, in the interest o f consistency and 

unl ess othe rw ise no te r! , J wil l use " Zionism" to mean 

" l'o liti ca l 7,jo ni sm": The po liti cfl l moveme nt for a J e wl sh 

homeland ln Pales tine.) 

Whot wa s Philip so n' s ant i -Z ioni s t c r ee<l? What we r e 1L s 

sa lient poin ts ? What we r e i t s o r i R1ns? I n whot wn y , oth e r 

than in the co r e, did Phi li pso n c han ge hls be li ef s ? 

David Phili pso n' s anti-Zionist ph ilosophy ca n hest be 

described as a se ri es of c l ashes between hi s Ame r ican Reform r 
Jewish ideolog y. o nd that o f Zi oni sm . Ce ntral to thi s 

conflict were fo ur is s ue s: 1 . th e question of national 

a ll egia nc e : Ame rica n or Jewish; 2 . the nature of the Jewi s h 

community: reli g ious or political; 3 . the essence of 

Judaism: un i ve r sal i stic or nationalistic; and 4 . the goa l of 
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Judaism o nd J ews in America: integ r a tion o r sepa r a tion. I n 

e a ch case , Phil ipso n s ub sc ribe d t o th e for me r desc ri pt i o n , 

e nd he c l aimed tha t Zi o ni s m ad vocated th e l at ter. 

"' Phili. pson was enormous l y proucl of hein ~ Ame ri ca n . lie 

pun ctuated his yParly litur gical cR lenda r with se rmons And 

add r esses exto l ling the vir t ues of Lincoln , Wash in n ton , 

hibe rt y , Unio n and th e Ame r ican hcritag e .4 Clearly , 

Phi li pso n no t only Rr, r eed with the noble an d univ c r sR l lstic 

messages of thes e men and va lues , but he belie ved in them as 

one would trust in a r el1 1:io us faith . Ph il ipson ndmit t cd: 

The t wo main articles o f my li fe ' s c r eed 
ho ve bee n liberal Juda i sm a nd 
America n i sm . I have consta n tly clefined 
myself as an Ame rican o f the .Jewish 
fai th. I have gi ven myse lf who l e 
hea rt ed ly to the carrying ou t o f the 
f und amental principles of Ame r ica ni sm os 
s ubsumed in the Bill of Ri ghts: f r ee 
speech , f r ee press , s epa r ation of Ch ur clt 
and Sta t e , and the ri ght o f Assemb l y . 
From thi s line I ha ve never co nsc iously 
de par ted , .5 

'l'hus, Ph11 1pso n ' s pe r so nal na tiona l ism was Ame rl co ni sm , and 

he wou l d decla r e: " ~at ionn lly, I (C>el bo un d to my American 

brother s of what e ver faith or non fai t h . 11 6 Ph i lip so n a l so 

dee ply believ ed tha t J ud aism ond Ame ri ca n repul111ca ni sm we r e 

philosophi ca lly harmo ni o us . Jn an address at the seco nd 

...,C . C. A, R. ~ention ( 1891) Philipson p r oclaimed : 

llere in America t he r eform movement 
could develo p and grow ; he r e with our 
re publi can form of go vernment, with each 
and e very man free to think ond bolieve 
as he will, Judaism has ce lebrated a re
birth , pr o pheti s m the r eligion o f 
Jud~ism in all its pu r ity i s a gain 

( 
( 



preached .. . . Judaism is in pe rfe c t 
harmony wi th the law of the l and •• • 7 
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According to Da v id Philipson , implicit in Zionism was 

the concep t of Jewish nation, lism: n Zionis t t herefo r e Celt 

A "nfltional pat rioti sm " t o the land of 'I. ion , not to whn t evcr 

diaspo r a country thut person may dwell in. Thi!'! it.lcA wa s 

n nathcma to Philipson f or two rea s ons . 

that o person co uld only espouse one notionnlit y , 111111 lf on t• 

1rns an Americ a n JC'11 , o ne ' s nat1onnl1ty wos Amr r ic nn . 'f h I ~ 

w 11 s t h e c r u x o f Ph 1 1 i p son 1 
R thou n h t o n t h i ~ I s s 11 c . II <' 

wrote : " tl o on<:' cnn in11 rch under two nntional flf1 gs . 

can di vi de hi R national allegiance . •. . The Zionist iR Jew 

In nationallly .... The i\merica n non-1. innis l is Jew 111 

reli Rinn ancl Amcricnn in notio naltty.'' B The r efor£' , l ltt• 

national political a ll egiance of an ln<lividuol wns 

dete r mined by t he coun tr y in which he livf'd , And Philipson 

woul d not allow tha t one could hav e more thnn one Ruch 

political devotion. lie wrote: 

Zionism is not compat ible with 
Americanism . • . 1ts political ideal nre 
other than American... . Louis D. 
Brandeis • •• is r epo rted to have declared 
that (") Zi onist s end Ame rican s alike 
were st rivin g f o r the principles of 
brotherhood, democracy , socia l justice 
and liberty." ll e re Zionism and 
Ame ri cans are clea rly mentioned as two 
diffe r en t classes of men. Thi s 
j ustif ies the s t atement f r equently made 
by non-Zionists that t he Jewish 
nationalism advoca ted by Zionism and 
Americanism are mutually exclusivo . 9 
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Esse ntiall y , Philipso n fe lt that Ame ri ca n Zioni s t s we r e 

unpat r ioti c , a nd t o t he 11ltrn-patriotic Phi l ip so n, this was 

nea rl y tanta mo unt to criminality . , 

Philipson ' s second argument against a Jevish 

nationality was that it was impo ssi hl e . Ile fol l owed Samuel 

lloldhe i m and Abraham Ge i ge r ' s thou r, hts that e ver s in ce the 

tiest ru ct i o n of the Teni ple t here no lon r cr cxis t ecl a Jewi~h 

~ tote; henc e , no lon ger could one prof ess J e wi s h 

nA tionality .1 0 Philipson defined nati onalil y e n tirely in 

po lit lco-geo~ raph i c terms. To Philip son , being a Jewi sh 

11otionalist wa s thoro ug hly in c ompatible with being a Jewish 

Am e rl cn n . 

The seco nd tensio n in Ph11i pso n ' s l deo log ~ was o ve r tile 

na tur e o f the Jewi sh c ommunity: wa s it r cli ~ ious o r 

political? This wa s v e ry simpl e , and Philip so n was dogmatic 

I n his belief . He es pou sed Cl nssical Re form Jewi sh t e nets 

when he spoke at the 18 9 1 Central Co nfe r e nce of Ame r ican 

Rabb i s Co nv e nt io n: " There is no such thing as a Jewish 

natio n or o Hebrew reo ple; the Jewish notion cea sed to exi st 

eig h teen hund r e d years ago . The r e i s no Jewish nation now , 

we are Jews in r e l i g ion on ly."11 Fur the rmor e , Phili pso n 

.... wrote in j;(!1( sta t eme nt of c r eed : " IVe ar e members of a 

hi s t orica l community molded by hi sto ri ca l forces . We a r e 

held t ogethe r as J e ws , not by political or na ti onal ties but 

by r eligious and hi sto rical bonds. 11 12 Philipson could a llow 

no peop l e hood to the Jews - nei ther r aciall y, pol it ica lly, 

-.. . 



-

nor abstract l y. Rather, he cn ll e d them a go y kado s h , a 

r e li g iou s community . Any f or m o f Zionism, Phi li pson 

contended, wa s predic a t e d on a united J e wi s h political 

peop l c hood , a nd t he ref o r e s tood a ntitheti ca l t o Ill s 

prin c ipl e that J e ws wer e a r e l iR i o us community only. 

Til e esse nce of th i s rc l ir,io us co mm uni t y wo s t he f oc u!'I 

of t h e third t e nsio n in l>a v i d Ph lli pson ' s a nti -Zio ni s t 

phil osophy . llos i t un i ve r sa li s ti c o r natl onRl istic? 

Philip so n ad a ma n t ly p r o f essed Jewi sh univ e r sa l ism , and 

r ef ut ed Hny Jewish l tleolo ~1y co ntr a r y to t hil:; . The 

Pitt sb ur gh P l a tf o r m of I HAS , i n whic h Ph ili pso n wnR pro ud t o 

pa r ti c 1. fl a tr• , 11 n d e R rm c 1 n I l y th c l h i r 11 , fou r t h n rHI C 1 f t h 

pa r aR r a ph s the r eof, co nc i se l y e x pr essed h i a princ!p l c•s . 

Criti cal fo r l'h ilipso n wn s thfl t a .c;pi r lt unl miss i o n laud 

r e pl aced the po lit ica l mi ss i o n: 

/ We r eco g niz e in th e Mo~ alc l eg i s lation a 
Rya t em of trainin g th e J e wi s h people f o r 
it s mis s ion d urin g it s nati o nal lif e in 
Pal es tine, o nd today we a c cept as 

4 b inding o nly i t s mora l l a ws •• • 
••• Their ob se rvance (certain Mo s ai c and 
rabbi n ic laws ) i n our days i s apt rath e r 
to obstruc t than to further spi r itual 
el e vation." 
.•• we recogni ~e , in the mod e rn e r a o f 
universal c ulture of hea r t and 
int e llect , the approa chin g of the 
roolitntion of Israel ' s g r eat Me s siani c 
hope f o r the establi s hment of th e 
k ing dom of truth , jus ti c e , a nd peace 
omon g 01 1 mcn .1 3 

The com palling i deal of Jewish universa lism a nimated 

Philipson ' s overy de d onrl thou ght. Obviously, Jewish 

natlonnlism not only wa s contra ry to this by definitio n, but 

-
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it refuted this Jewlsh conceptio n. To a principle-steeped 

mind l ike Philipson' s , one could not be a committed Refo rm ~ 
J ew1sh universali s e as woll ~s a Zionist . Ph i1ipson wrote ; '-; 

"In a word , the Jewish univer so li st stresses the faith ns 

the dist in ~uishing MA rk of the Jew wherever he mny be; in 

his faith the Jew differs f r om his fellow citizens . On the 

othe r hand , the Jewish nntionalist emphnsizcs the 11nti onn l 

disti nction of the Jaw . 11 14 

To a deg ree , the r efore , Philipson wa s fi ghtin g DRni ns t 

Zionism for his s urvival . National ism refuted unive>r sn l lsm , 

on<l if na tionali sm prevailed then univ c r sn l ism would be 

defeated . lloth univcrsnlism and Zioni sm Wl"re neo- ll e ssia nic 

J ewish r esponses to the "Jewish ema ncipa tion" of the 

En li gh tenment and post-Enlightenment eros.15 llow was a Jew 

t o li ve once lie was ema ncipa ted ? One cou ld either 

assimilate into the host c ultur e , or one could r einforce 

o ne ' s particularity nnd differences , or one could find A 

compromi se . Phi l i pson wo ul d not compromise ; he chose the 

first opt ion. 

David Phi lip son' s fourth major i ss ue with anti-Zionism 

concerned t he ulti ma te goal of American Jewry: to integ r a t e 

intof"""'erican society o r to rernain a d i s tinct group? 

Philipson r espond ed to t his on two levels : the 

philosophical, ideological side a nd the basic , pa triotic 

Ame rica n s id e . Doct rina lly. Phi l ipson op posed set ting th e 

Jews a pa r t ; he was fully an emancipated integrationi s t. He 

-
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vi scerally haled t he Rhet t a becau s e it se t th e Je ws a s o 

peopl e pa r t . 16 Wh en he wr o t e hi s hi s t o r y o f t he Eur o pean 

ghe tt os (O ld European Jewri es ) h i s v iewpo in t woiJ tha t he was 

s tu d yin ~ o n onti q ue .17 The r e newed " Ahe ttoR " of New York ' s 

Lowe r East S i de tr ou bl e d h t m. The new lmmlr, r nnt8 needed to 

he lnt en r o t ed n nd Ame ri co ni zed . 18 ll l t t me t e ly, Phill ps on' s 

p h i I o sop h y ca n b c r ed uce cl to n s i n 1: l C' i:; C' n t C' 11 c e : " . .. t r 11 c 

osR i mllation mea ns a n accep t a nce o f the o ut l ook of the 

no~ i o n wh<>r cof one fo r ms 11 pn r l i n u l I t htn1:s C'xcepL 

re Lgio n ." 19 lle nce , Ph tll pson was n J l'W In rPllidon , a nd nn 

A r1 e r t c a n I n n l 1 o t h e r rn a t t ,, r s • 

Phi l ipson wa nt ed to he conaiclrrrd on Ame r iron 

u n c on ti i l i on a 1 I y • II e he d s t u rl i e d C' rm u 1· h m c d l C' v n 1 Eu r op" a n 

J ewi sh h i s t o r y to k now how we ll co n1lltlons were fo r J ews l n 

Ame ri ca . 
# , 

lie bl amed t he Zio ni s t s fo r Lhrowin A n monke y 

wrenc h int o th o ho r mo niou s wo rl d of thC' J ow i n l\ me ri ca : 

" The y ha vo i mp l anted in t he mind s of t he Ame r icnn prop l c t hC? 

t ho ug ht o f th e al1eni sm o f the J ew . And i n tho l t hey ho ve 

pe rformed th e g reatest disservl ce po ss tbl c ." 20 In o s l mil o r 

o r g um e nt, Philips on o pposed the c o ncept o f a 11 .Je wi e h vo t e ," 

a nd ho blamed that i ssue on the Zi o ni s t a g itati o n, os well, 

especially during the 1936 U. S . pre s id e ntial c ampa ir, n. 2 1 
r 

Philipson be lieved that Jews we re oe Ame rican as a ny o ther 

American citizens , only t heirs was ft different reli g ion. 

The core of Philipson ' s anti- Zionist philoso phy was 

that of ClasJJical Reform Judaism . lie professed American 
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national allegia nce with a unive r sa l Juda i sm and 

r e li gio us l y-bo un d , America -int eg r a t ed J e ws . Contrariwise , 

Phi lipson understood Zioni sts as p rofessin~ a Jewish or ,, 
Pa l es tine-oriented notional all eg ian ce , with o not ionnli st t c 

Judaism a nd pol1tically - ho und, Bcpn r ntl Rt Jews. The 

id eolog i cal ba ttl e li ne s were d r aw n . To thi s foundation 

Ph ilipso n ad1led n nu mber of additionA l nnti-Zio ni11t 

polemics . 

Pl1illp so n r ecog ni zed th e Jews as A reli 1iou s comm unit y . 

Ma ny of t lie .l ionists , he c lai med , were not rel i glous l y hu t 

po l i tic a lly defi ned Jews , a nd as such , the r e li g ious 

o rlcnt ation of those Je 11 s wns s ecul ar . This , too , wo s 

o not hemo to the Rabbi , as he belie vrd secula r ism wus 

con tra r y to the IHHticulo r reli r, ious re nfus of t he Jews . lie 

fea r ed it would weak en the reli g iou s esse nc e of .Jewish li fe . 

Phi l ip so n loathed sec ular ism from en rl y ln h i s caree r when 

he publ ic ly c ri ticized the pres ident of the Ame ri can S ~c11lnr 

Union at it s annual meeting (1 890 ) , 22 th r o uRh l ate ln hi s 

life when he "1rote : 11 ! have a l ways hne n an oppo ne nt of a n y 

inte rp re tation ~of Judaism that is othe r than reli gio us •••• 

I ca n not conceiv e of n J e w who really under s t a nds his 

Stan .. . 11 23 /~ v en r ~1i g1 on ta k ~an y o t her 11 1; i n l 9 4 1 when 

Zionist Edwa r d L. Is r ae l , a nati ve so n of Philipson ' s 

Rockdale Av e nue Temple , was elected Secretary of the Union 

o f Ameri ca n Hebrew Con g r egat i o ns , Philipson was urged no t to 

de spai r: although a Zionist , I s r ae l was on r eco rd as 

-• 
.J 
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opposing secu lari sm, too.24 Philipson might be able to 

tolerate a rel igious Zion ist. Nevertheless, generally he 
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scor ned those Zionis ts whom he perceived to be irreligious 

secularists. 

Philipso n also contended that Zio n ism a nd the activity 

of the Zionists engendered anti-Semit ism . This issue went 

both ways. The Zionists, of course, disagreed, c laiming 

from the outset that a Jewis h homeland was a solution to 

world wide a nti -Semitism.25 Refonn Judaism i nitially opposed 

nationalism as a corrective to antL-Semitism because It was 

contrary to the Reform beliefs in optimism and fellow s hip as 

expressed in the Pittsburgh Platform . Additionally, 

Philipson blamed the idea of "racial Judaism" fo r having 

spawned physiological and occupatio nal ste r eotyping of the 

Jews , a nd attacked the " race Jews" for "feeding the furnace 

of anti-Jewish prejudice. 11 26 Almost rabidly, Philipson 

pointed to Zionism and public displays of Jewi sh separatism 

as aggravating anti-Semitism . For instance , in 1918 an 

article in the New Republic charged that Jews were aliens . 

Such a charge supported Philipson ' s a r gument tha t Zio n ism 

foste r ed anti-Semitism. Philipson responded: 

~ur regrettable characterization of the 
Jews as aliens leads me to elaborate for 
a moment a statement hinted at abo~e and 
which I have taken occasio n to make 
heretofo re in discussing Zionism, viz., 
that this latter-day national is t 
movement is fraught with danger to the 
welfare of the Jeva i n this country 
because it lends color to the contention 
tha t the Jews constitute a separatist 

-
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nntional group. 
out . 2 7 

Your stAteme nt bea r s me 

La ter , when Arab-Jewi sh tensions an d fighting erupted in 

Pnlc s tine, Ph il ipson a l so b randed 7 ionism as the cause . 
~ 

Th e only nn t ionalt sm Ph tl i pa on could tole r ate wa s 

Ame r i c n n n n ll on n 1 i s n w h i c h h c p r o fess c rl : n 1 1 o t lw r s he 

s cor ned . Phllirson even irl e ntifi <' d th e c ommo n e l f'm e nt of 

nnt i onnli s111 in Z ioni sm nncl ll l tl c ri !:m . " ~! ntt o nnl i s m ," hr> 
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w r o t e i n l '> 11 0 , " I s t h e w o r 1 d ' ~• it r P o t e s t c u r s c t o ri n y • • • • /\ 

r e f 1 c c t 1 o n o f t It i s C C' r ma n A n d l t fl I I a n e x t r c r1 e n fl t i o n 11 I l s m i s 

f o un d in Je wi sh nn tl onn li nm o r po lltl cn l Z lo11l m1 . 11 :> t flow 

p 'lined .1n1l co n f used Phi I t1,so n wns I n \Hl l cldn" t he 1• v<'n t s 

leadin g to llo r ld Wa r ll nn d the llo l oca us t . It mu s t hav e 

hu r t h lm de eply to sec n cnmmon 1 h r P11<I in hi n ll fc • lo n n 

a n t a~ on i s t , Z i on I s m , n 11 d 1 he l ' 111 <• r r: I 11 Jl ho rr o r , Nu z l s m • Aft e r 

s t r u ~n lin g A lifeti me - with d i mini s hfn r, $ UCC CSS - a 0 oin s t 

the fo r mer , h e wa s equ nlly cH s hca rt c neil nnd he lpl e$s l11 

feeing the lo t ter . 29 

A Cino l chn r ge of Ph i lipso n Oft oin s t 7. l o ni sm 1 :1 ( ou~ cl in 

hi s early (1 8 90 ' s -l 900 ' s ) xenophobia. Ito a pparently 1rnw 111 

the n r ent tide of Ro»t Eur opeo n r efu ~ ee A of the lotc 

nlneteenth cen tu r y and l a t e r o t ~ r cn t to t r ue Am e ricani s m, 

a~o t he sec ur e s t ation of t h e e s tablished Cermon-Americn11 

Reform Jews . To Phili pso n ' s rat he r nn rrow c>yes , thcRe 

ne wcome r s brought with th em th e ir proto- Zioni s t mo vements , 

Cho vevei Zion and Bilu , t hey spoke Yiddish , and they were 

c lannish and ge nerally less-schooled than their Ge r ma n-

-... . 
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American corelip.ionists . Fu rthermo re , he thouAht that they 

were eit her obser vant Je ws or secular socialists and 

iden l i s t s : they were not Refo rm Jewish 11niv e r Bn li s ts. The y 

only knew Jewish peop lehoo rl . Afl of this evok ed imn~es of 

r. h c t to i z a t i on 1 n t h c }' o 11 n ~ PI ii l I fl so I\.' a ,....m 1 n 11 • In ·rn 11ndntl'cl 

address from early in his career , Ph ilipso n wr ote: 

The com in g of hund r eds of tliouf!ands of 
Jews f r om the ghe tto s of Easte rn Europ e 
Lo our sho r es (nod) the r cc ru dcscc nce of 
An ti-J ewish prejudice in the anti
Serni tic mo veme nts of this day have 
ca used m11ny to th r ow up their hands e ncl 
Lo ~ive way to despnir to the 
reactionary forces that ore bcatinR 
11 p, a 1 n s t t h em • • • • \H l 1 we b c o w o rn p <' d i n 
Rhet toism? Uill we lose fa ith i n t he 
hinh truths of the uni vcrsnllsL ic 
pr eachinA of Judai sm becouse of ~lon1sm? 
Wi ll we cha n ~e o ur c r y , " Forwn rd to 
the . .. nge of univer sn l peace ," for the 
s lo p.on , "backwn rds to f\hetto l s11 , 
medicvali~m . nntionnl ism 11 ?10 

Ph i I 1 p son r on c l u rl e cl b y p r e cl i c t i n r th n 1 t he n cw c: • 11•1 " r ~ w o 11 l d 

be Ame r icanized before Re for m Jurlnl s m would he Rh~tto i ~cd . 

Io 1908 anrl 1n \ 909 , Phi li pson made the same c l :i1ms in his 

C. C.A. R. messaees as t he Pre s ident. 3 1 These vicu s mostly 

cl isnppcarcd from Ph1lipson ' s pen by lfor l d Ha r I . By then , 

the P.as ter n European s had become mo r e populous in Ameri c~n 

lsrael in · gc nera l, and were beginning t o be found in the 

Refo r m ~ment , as wel l. 

In ell , Do vid Phili pso n' s anti-Zionis t ideolo g y 

underwent littl e c hange du rin g his l e nr, t hy ca ree r. Cr itical 

e vent s in Zionist and Jewish histo r y , such as the Zio nist 

Cong r esses , the Ba lf ou r Veclarntion , t he Paris Peace 

-... 
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Co nferen ce , the San Remo Conference , American immi gratio n 

l a ws . Arab -Jewis h fightin g , ancl even the lfJ39 Briti sh White 

Pape r and the 1947 Unite d No ti ons r esolut i on did not rouse a 

change in his out lo ok . lie held firmly to his position; it 

was hi s clai m LO fnme . In s tend of change , Phi l ipson 

r esponded with rciter At ion and r e newa l of h1s polemics . Fo r 

i n s t a n c e , 1 n De c e m b e r , 1 911 7 , Ph i I i p R o n w r o t e t o Le s s i n g 

Rosenwal d , th e presi dent of th~ anti-Zioni At American 

Counrfl for Jud n 1s m: " We nrc J cwa in rcli 11 io n , 111111 f\ml'ri co ns 

in nationnlity . Tha t has been my mo tto in a ll my ca re e r , 

11 n rt 1 s ee no r e a so n to c ho n r> e i L now <I es p I t e t h 1' c h" n I'. c d 

at tl tude of the United Nation s towa r ds l'oles tin e . 11 31 

l'h llips on ' s c'on s i.stency a l so wa s mnnifes t in t he many 

sermons and addresses he Ra ve , In whi ch aside from words to 

the particula r s of the occa s ion , he r eg ularly in c lu~cd a 

s toc k bocly o( anti - Zionist rh eto r ic which he would readil y 

r epeat~at a ny opportunity . Dn vi cl Philip s on believed 1n hls 

position , and fe lt tha t hi s principles wer e rightly Rrounrled 

in the f inest ethical and Reform Jewl sh foundation. 

The r e was o ne issue , ironically , on which Phil i pRon did 

mode r ate his v iews . Th i s was in r egards to the land of 

Palestine a?~ts upbuilding. P.a r ly in his career . 

Phi li pson steadfas tly procla imed th at America was hi s 

homeland , a nd he spoke of Pa lesti ne on ly in a biblical 

con text o r as a tender memory . Ph ilipson nearly echoed the 

maxim of Re v. Gusta v Pozna nsk i , who declared i n 184 1, "This 



countr y is o ur Palesti ne, this city ou r Jerusalem , this 

ho use of Go d our Temp le." 33 "Pa l esti ne" was a sy mbol for 

Philipson, too . I n a n early se rmo n entitled " Pes a c h , ti ,, 
Phi Jipson said " ••• may th e next year find us in Jerusalem 

in other words in freedom , possessed of the rlghts of man , 

fo r that i s whAt a repossession of the holy clty of old 

meanc .• • 11 34 Additionally , Philipson , like so many other 

Ameri c an Reform Jews , believed that th e reflowering of 

Palestine was hut an impracticah l e dream . That wn s 

Philipson' s message in an early Tisha B' av sermon: " •. • the 

ba rren sterile e xi stence of that land which once fertile 

flowing with milk and honey ca n today sca r cely support the 

o r 

fe w sett ler s who in ha bit it. It is to us nought but a 

reco l lecti.o n ... " 35 Later in hi s life, howeve r, although the 

essential ideology did not cha nge , Philipso n did acknowled ge 

ce rt ain c hanges in Palestine . Eve n Philipson would admit 

that Palestine no lo nge r was merely a tender memory or a 

s ymbol, but t hat a moder n r eality had e n tered the picture . 

In 1922 Philipson testified befo r e the ll ouse Fo r eign 

Relations Committee to protest the United Sta t es Go ve rnment 

recogn izing t he Balfour Declarati o n . In a synopsis of his 

ap petra nce in Wa~ngton, Philipson wrote that afte r he 

explained to the lawmaker s the CCAR' s historical position on 

Zionism , he explained his concept of Jews and Judaism and 

c oncluded with the following: 

My t est imony at Washington fol lowed th e 
line of my public expressions on this 



s ub ject durin lt my yea r s. Palest in e , 
f r ee? - yes, thank Co<ll Pa lest in e a 
national home for Jews who live th e re? -

yes yes yesl fiut Pa lestine th e 
nation nl home of the Je\lish peopl e ? -
no , no, no t This distinctio ~ e xpr esses 
the r i s t of t he whole matter. This i s 
my inner mos t con victi on . T cn nnot spesk 
ot herwi se . 36 ' 
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To so po s itive l y asse r t t hat Pnlestine Rho uld be n hom e fo r 

Jews 11as a s t a t eme nt Philipson would not lt :1v c mntle ea rl i e r. 

Years later he e ve n a dmitted that the di f f e r e nce be t we e n 

7 i o ni s ts 1rn d an L 1-Zi on i s t R befo re tltc lln 1 fo ur Dec In r .1 t 1 o n 

was only academic , 37 At th i s ju nc tu re , howe ver , P h 1lip ~on 

w11s t es tifyin g aho ut a r ea l ma tt e r of cnr t hly c on scq u0 nccs 

hefo r e congre s sme n who were acc u ~ t ome <l Lo p r act i cnl matte r s , 

not on ly phi l osoph i ca l contention s . Also by this ti me the r e 

were establi shed Zi o ni s t or ga nization s wo rld wide , a sma ll , 

but s turdy core o f c halutzim in Palestine , and the re ce nt 

pub l ici ty f o ll ow in n the imprisonme n t and r e l ease of Vladimi r 

Jabot in sky . Pl1ilip s on tempered his sloganizin g be for e the 

co ng ressmen . Th us, Philipson ' s opposition to th e Ba lf o ur 

Decloration hinged o n a de finit e articl e : he s u ppo rt ed 

Pa le s tin e a s a home land for Jew s . ju s t as Amer ica o r France 

was s uch a land, but he opposed Pale s tin e as the home l a nd 

fo~ the Jewishl~ple . 

By the late 1930 ' s and through th e next decade , 

Philipson demons trated greater i nt e rest in the welfare of 

Palestine and its ci tizens. Eve n earlier ; fo llowin g the 

1929 Ar ab uprisin gs, Philipson j oine d th e nationa l emergency 
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appea l and urged hi s rongregants to se nd r elief a id for the 

vi ctims and survivors . 38 Probably the g rowin g Nozt me nace 

in Europe sparked Phillpson ' s devoted conce rn for klal - --
yis r ael. !le was heco111i nr. mo r e anrl more interested in the 

uphuildin g of the land of Palesti ne , and in the peaceful co-

dwt~llinR of tts Arab and .JPwish citizens . lie did not c hanr.e 

his primary principles r eRordinr nationallty an1f peoplehood , 

ho l he rlid ndmil that Palesti ne was beco minn n ltorncla nd for 

Jews , and as such , it had to be nddressell . Follow1n i~ tl1c.• 

r. ritlsh l(oya l Commission ' s r ecomme nded partition plan in 

1937 , Philipso n stated : " A trunca terl Palc> s tine ls no 

Polesti ne. A Jewish Pa l esti ne without Jerusalem , which ls 

placed in the 13 r1tish Corri do r in this partition , is Ii.k c 

t he ploy of llnml et without Haml et .... Palestine , nl l of 

traditional Palestine , i s the homeland of Palestini :i n Ar ohs 

and Jews . " 39 This statement almost appeared to he a radical 

position for Phi lip so n , comp l ete with a sentime nt n l notion 

of Je ru salem a nd R mention of a traditional Palestine . 

11o vertheless , Philip son concluded wtth a consistent 

assertion of his principle . 

In Se pt e mb e r , 1939 , insti ga ted by th e terrib-1" even t s 

of thet~eful mo nth, Philipso n recorded in his 

autobiog raphy a fine accounting of how a firm anti - Zi oni st 

like himself could be so excited by Palestine . He could 

maintain a phi l a n th r opic - as opposed to po l itical -

-.... 
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interest in the land and its Jews. lie wns ncnrly bo rd r-ring 

on a Rra nd eisian philosophy. Philipson wrote: 

It goes without saying that I sympathize 
fully and am vitally interJ!sted in the 
upbuildin g of Pa l estine. I am happy to 
assis t in that l audable undertakin ~ a s 
fn r os in my power and influence lie . J 
be li eve that I am justified in sayin~ 
that this reflects the feelinA o f most 
no n-Zio nists . They o r e willinn to help 
by cont rib utions and othc r wlse in t ho t 
upbuil din~ . so lon r. os it is not 
un derstood to endo r s e thr political 
pro ~ r am of Zion i sm. The s uperb 
nc riculturnl ond i ndustria l ochicvcments 
of Zionists in Pale s tine o r e Rladly 
r ecog nized , but non-Zi o ni sts co ntinue to 
asse rt that our distinctiveness lie s in 
ou r r e li g ion n nil not Ln our 
nationality . 40 

Phi l ipson ce rtainly e vin ce d a softe ned Lone , nod o ne cnn not 

be s ure t hat his usc of the t<'rm "non-Zl o nl st " wns 

deliberate , o r me rely equi val e nt to "anLi- 7. ionist" in his 

present thtnkinr, . I ntere s tin g ly , Philipson tli1l a1ld rcss 

himself and his l ike- minded colleaR11es as " non-Zionist s " in 

l1ls ke ynote add r ess to the embryonic Ame ric o n Co uncil for 

Judaism ( 1942): " We non-Zionist members of the Confe r ence 

a r e meeting he r e totlay • .• 11 41 Aga in , the use of "n on-

Zi onist" is suggesti ve . Tt is possible that Philipson 

pu r posely used that te r m so es to lure non-Zionists who were 

Lll attendano-Mo Philipson ' s message , a nd not to repel them 

on accou nt of the unde r c urrent of ext r emism et the 

gathering . One year late r , mo t ivated by the d readful plight 

of Jewish refugees in Eu r ope , Philipson ac tually cont r ibut ed 

one hundred dollars for the acquisition of land i n 

-
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Pa l estine , with the proviso that the money not be cha nnel ed 

through the offices of the Jewish National Fund . 42 

One could ns k , would Philips o n ha ve been AS ~ene rou s in 

his thou r, hts and pr aises for the Zionist achievements , os 

we ll as 111 his donation , had the J e wi s h se ttlement effo rt 

bee n und e rto ke n elsewhe r e , in llr,1rn dn , for in s tonc c? Or, wn :: 

the tende r m~mor y of Pa l es tin e , in it s modPr n r ef l ow~ rln ~ . 

affect in R Lhe ag in R Rabbi ' s sympa thies? I<leoloe icolly , one 

ca n s of a ly specu lat e that there would ltnve been no 

differ e nce; a ny fre e land could be a homelan d for Jews , 

Philip so n often mai nt ained . fn matte r s basa r v ' dn m, 

ho we ve r , Pht lipson does ap pear vivified by t he ach i e vements 

in Pa le s tin e . flow much of this was due to the pa rt icularit y 

of Palestin e , and how much was due to pro i; ress 51..!!E. [l r og r ess 

in Pa l es tine , one can ba r ely guess . It r ests as an 

interestin g questi-0n. 

The sou r ce of Philipson ' s anti-Zionist i deology c l e~ rly 

was his indoctrin o tio{ at Hebrew Union Co ll ege . Isaac- ~I . 
Wise fe lt that it was hi s purpose to train his youn g 

scholars in the t e net s of Refo rm Judaism , one of which heing 

Jewish . univer salism and its coro ll a r y , a nti-n a t io na l ism . 

Wise l o ved America and it s ~deals e ve n before he ' a rrived 

there . " It was impossible fo r him to declare that America• 

was Exile a nd thus he coul d ne ve r be a Polit i cal Zio ni st . 11 43 

Philipson likewise r eceived anti - Zioni s t teachings from Ma x 

Lilie nthal . 44 The young Philipson accepted these doct r ines 

_,-
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and made them his life principles . They became furt he r 

strengthened when Phi11pson read Ei nhorn's works, and when 

he studied the hi story of Reform Judaism and became more 

familiar with the thoug h ts of Holdh eim and Geiger. 

Additionally, the Reform Jewish milieu in which Philipson 

conducted his early rabbin ate - in Baltimore and in 

Cincinnati - may have reinforced his vi e ws. Overall , it is 

clear that David Philipson formulated his anti-nationalist 

ideas early , and maintained them fo r the duration of his 

11 fe. 

An Anti -Zionist Ca reer 

During his career David Philipso n always ~as an anti-

Zio nist. His levels of activity and speaki ng varied at 

times, however. Following the Pitt s burgh Platform in 

winter , 1886, and at the first C.C.A . R. conventions in 1890 

and 1891, Philipson stepped into the fray . Yet, until 1897 

a nd the beginning of Herzl's organized Zionist movement, 

there was no identifiable, organized Zionist institution of 

any real significance with which Philipson and his 

colleagues could contend. Until the World Zionist 

Organiz&fr(;n and the Zionist Congress became c oncreti zed in 

the summer of 1897 , the contestation was entirely in the 

realm of idea versus idea. In fact, Philipson recognize d 

that year as his turning point: 

-
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Ever since the first Basie i n 1897 I 
have been on the front line. It began 
at the meeting of t he Union of Ameri can 
Hebrew Co ngregations at Rich mond i n 
December 1898 when t he famous resol ution 
of the Union in u;compromising 
opposition to Zionism was adopted •• •• I 
practically wrote the resolution.4 5 

Phllipson's position was set. 
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The years from th e turn of the cen tury to the Great War 

were a period o f ideological s wordplay.46 In 1902 wh e n Ma x 

Heller "defected'' t o the Zioni s t s ide, Ph i lip so n wrote him a 

pleasant note and hoped they would remain friendly despite 

si tting on o pp osite si de s of the fe nce . 47 The friendship 

did not endure. Ph i lipson was elected C. C.A. R. Preside n t in 

1907 , and llell e r became his vlce president; the two had 

co nfli c tin g agendas whi c h someti mes blossomed tnto open 

controvorsy.48 Philipson also use d hi s C. C.A.R. presidency 

as a platform fo r his anti-Zionist philosophy , and e ve n 

tried to t urn the 1909 con ven tion into a showcase for what 

he considered to be the authentic Refo rm Jewish position.49 

Ea rlier , in 1907 , Philipso n joined wi th Kohler to help 

i nsure the removal by r esignation of t he three avowedly 

Zionist H.U . C. professo r s . Philipson recorded that ''Th e 

position had become so intolerabl e that either the president 

o r 1~ professors had to go , a nd the president was 

sustained."50 The anti-Zionists - Kohler and Philipson -

won a tense , publ ic battle, and their crede nt ials , st least 

on this issue , were secure. Some yea rs later when the 

secular Zionist, Horace Kallen , wa s i nv ited by t he student 
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body to spenk in the College chapel , Kohler r esci nded the 

invitation. Philipson, the ideolo gue , wrote : " ... the lleh r cw 

Union Col l ege hod a defi nite theolontcol s tandpoint a n<l was 

therefore not to be compared wit h A secula r university in 

th e matte r of academic freedoM." 5 1 The yea r 1909 saw 

Philipson publish his Lract , "'rhe Jew In Americn ,'1 ns a 

pub l ic relations piece to nd vcrtise thf' idea of Arneric11n 

Jewish pa tri otism . That some year Philip s on opposed the 

or nanization of the t';e w York City Kehi lla on p, rouncl s thot iL 

fostered the idea of American Jewish aepa ratism. 52 

The Grea t \lnr chan ned matte r s consi.dernhl y . The' F11 l l 

of 1914 br ought A ~amblr fo r emerr,ency r e lief aicl , 

i n i t i a 11 y f o r t h e J e w s \o f Pa 1 e s t i n e n n d t h e n f o r {' e n e r n 1 

European Jewish relief. Phi1tpson wa s appointed a member of 

Louis Ma rshall ' s Comm ittee of 0 ne ll undrecl to help o r o,a ni7.e 

this reli ef effort, but he dec l ined cloimin~ thot this. too , 

smacked of Jewish seperatism.53 

That same Fall the iionists hoper! to organized a mnss 

r al l y in Ci ncinnati , ostensibly on behalf of Palestine 

re lief , but with a secondary agenda (or a well-concealed 

prima r y agenda) of presenting the Zionis t cause . The 

Zionists ;.swed to defeat the a nti-Zionists (Philip so n, 

Kohle r, and Cinci nnati's in-t~ntiol Refo rm laity) in t hei r 

own st r o nghold , but they were not sufficiently prepared. 

Philipson had agreed to co- sponso r the event and to be its 

chairman, a nd even to welcome Stephen Wise , Loui s Br a ndeis 
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ancl Sh111a rya Le vin , the nd ve rtized spcal•c r s , on the condition 

Lhot there he absolutely no propagnnd1zin ~ for politicnl 

Z ionism ot the r al l y . Apparently this co n ili tion Imel heen 

set 11ith ou t consult in ~ Brnndei s , an<Y he ad mi t ted tltnt he 

c o u l d n o t n fl i d e h y s 11 c h o p r o v t s i o n • T h 1 R 1·111 y h n v " he e n 

ll r a ndein' n rnceful exit f ro m what su rf'l y woulcl hnve hcen an 

e111nac ul ntin~ expe ri C'l1CC rr r him fl nd hi s co ll c11r, 11<' R . Thf>y 

would h n ve been hnmstrun p spenldnp, neutrall y In <:i nrlnnnli 

with l>11 vld Ph ll! pson . l n u f'llnn n ~'oh lPr, .J . ' ';tlt r•r l' r c• ilt"r " 

nnd Alfred ·1. Cohrn lcanin 1~ ove r their !> houlclcr s . 

Add i t ion a 1 1 y , L he r e w <' r c r <'po r ts o f r ch c 1 l 1 n n I n f, 1• n e 1 n r n e I 

nL the t ime . Some co np rc ('n nt q Moy h n v " hrcn 11 p ·;c~t with 

l'hilipson ' s 11n sw c•rvl11 1: tllltt-:'.ion t sm , ancl sane r.rncinnntl 

Z 1on1 s t s hoped l o c x p 1o1 t l his in an 11 t t <'mp t to 11 n tier rn i n c 

the rahhl . Hrondcl 1: wa rn ed np.nlnst it: the samC' ups<'t 

" 7. ionist" congreRnnts migh t come to th e defe nse> of their 

spi rit ual l ea de r if it appeared t hat bl~sho L , Sew Yo r k Jews 

were tryin g to outmusclc him. In nll, the Z ioni Rt s had Lo 

concede Cincinnati to Philipson , a t leost tn 191'1 , Tlte 

7.ionis t s s t rater,ically avoided Cincinnati for a whi l e , 

prefe rrin g to isolate Philipson a nd his pn rtner s instead of 

invigorating th em . 54 

Nevertt(C"'lc,ss , t ho pot r emained boilin g . Philipson 

continued polemicizlng , a nd some Zionists , including Judge 

Julian Mack and Professor llo r ace Ka ll en , eng aged Phi li pson 

in dispute through the published press ,55 After one heated 

-.... 

\ 



181 

exchange, replete with accusations of misrepresentation and 

misquotation, Kallen confided in Mack: 

As for my own position you know what 
that is: I commonly(?) say that 
Philipson is representing himself to be 
a very stupid men or is being a very 
malicious man to put the construction 
which he seems to put to my articles in 
the Nation. 
I had hoped to escape (responding to 
him) ••• but it looks as ,if I shall have 
to in order to silence such anti-semitic 
Americans of Jewish extraction as Mr. 
David Philipson.56 

Whereas Philipson saw himself as stubbornly righteous, at 

least one of his opponents saw him as stupidly melicious.57 

Yet, the Zionists were compelled to take David Philipson 

seriously. Some of them, such as Louis Brandeis, may have 

wished to avoid confrontations and thereby silence the 

opposition. Yet, as long as Philipson continued to 

publically denounce the Zionist movement, then the Zionists 

had no choice except to defend themselves, even if they did 

not respect the leader of the adversaries. 

Philipson continued his incessant anti-Zionist 

polemicizing throughout the War.58 Yet, the Zionists had 

been busy on another front during the same period. In 

November, 1917, the Balfour Declaration was issued, in which 

the British government expressed its sympathy with the 

Zionist objectives. When, six months later the American 

Jewish Committee issued a restrained endorsement of the 

Declaration,59 Philipson and a number of his colleagues felt 

the time had come to concertedly plan a response. That 



-

182 

summe r when the C. . C. A. R. me t i n C: hic ar.0 1 a nu rnhe r of a n ti -

Zioni s t r abb i s , led hy Phlli pso n, met pr i vate l y to 

contemplat e an o r ga nized r eact lon , 60 Two unexpected 

hnppcninr.s s uddenly f ue l ed Ph ili pson ' s f ir e . Fi r st , 

emboldened by th e ir r ecent success, the Zio ni sts that s um me r 

ci r c ul aLC'd 11 ques tionn a ire to corq~ r cs~rnic n c l i ci ti11 g their 

pos it ions and intimatin;>. thnt their reelections mir,ht he in 

th e bala nce . <; econ rt l y , P re s i cl en t Ii i l s o 11 i s s u c ii n H o sh 

II n s h o n a h g r e e l i n r. 1 n w h i c h It <' I 1111 i <' n t " 11 h i ~ s u p po r t o f t h " 

na lfour neclnration . Ph ilip ~on , lC' t1tl ln g n cor1111 it t 1· r of 

11 n t i - Z i o 11 i s t r o h b l s , w n s 1 w v C'tl t o f\ c t I o n : h e b c- no n 

so li citl nr. s upport in hopes of o r ~o nizin r. n nntJonnl nn Li -

Zionist conference . lie rcco Rnlze d t hn t his nn t 1- '.' i oni~ts 

l acked o r ga ni zation . 

The p l a n was to build nn o r gn niznt1on mode l ed ofte r The 

Le ague of R r 1 t i sh J e 11 s , w Id ch w o u l cl pre R" n t n 11 n i t c rl f r on t 

ln advocating Jewish unive r sal i sm , ant l-n a Lionol i sm , nnrl th ~ 

11 : 11 r i ot.ism of ,\mericnn Jews . l'h illpson was e l ected Chnirma11 

nn1I J.pli rni n F r isch o f le11 York ' R ew S y11 n · ~o; u4 • 1:ns elected 

sec r eta r y . In Au gu s t , 19 18 , Philips on and a co1 mittee Clf 

se ven benan to so licit names of sym pat het ic rabbis un cl 

layme n to sponso r the o r ga nization , and to become clclegotcs . 
to a t6';:-;;;'ative con vention , orinlnol ly p l anned fo r Octobe r 

20 , 111 Ne w Yo r k City. 6 1 

It was not lon g befor e Philip so n r a n into some 

pr ob l ems. Ea rli e r in th e s umme r flax Se ni o r, Phil ip s on ' s 

-
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congregnnt , and Hen ry Berkowitz , Philipnon ' s clnssnlnte , hacl 

envisio ned 11lnnninr. a similar conference . They wisely h<• l d 

o f ( , how e v e r , ~ f ea r o f cl i s t u r h i n g t h c t e n u o u s so 1 i c1 ;i r i t y 

of the Jews nt o time when the Wnr ~ eemrcl nenrly o ver nnd 

pence wns i mm inent . It wns not the time to nr,itntc , they 

f e lt. A d d i L i o n o 11 y , Sc n i o r t h o u g h t l t 1rn s i n n d v i q n h I e t n 

hove a meeting In Ne w York . 'l'he mct ropoll !: " .•• knnwr. lt nil 

i n o d v n n c e n n rt 11 o c s n o t n C' e ti y o 11 r v o i c <' n 11 d <; c c o n rt h c c n 11 s e 

it has no tir:ic . "hl NC'w York was the ho n e of the opposit i on . 

Arter atlvisln~ l' h ill pson not t o ~o nh e nd 11itl the iroposccl 

conft• r ence , Senio r qa vC' Ph ilipson :\ i s wi<;e •;L counsrl: "'low , 

if you cn ll Lh P 1neetin1: , don ' t go LO it 11n1ir<'pored. 11 l>'~ 

Be r kowitz hnd oth<.>r cnvl l s . Philipson ancl his g roup 

locked funds nnd machi n e ry , two innrcdiPnts which e very 

s uccessful o r !!o nizntion needs . A ti cl l t i on n l l y , he a ti v l s e ti , t t 

would not be wise to gro und o new orr.onizntion o n ncr.ntJ n R 

t h e \Io r k o f o n o L h e r r i v n 1 n r ,.. ;rn i ~ " t l n n ( T h r Fe ti c· r :-i t l o n o f 

Ame ricon Zionists) : a pos itive p l atform should be 

e s tablished . Ftnnlly , Be r kowitz !Hl~~este<I Lh n t n nett 

orr,anization was not nccesRo r y , for one al ready existed: " I 

see no r eason why the Hoa r d of l>elegotes on Civil 011cl 

Re li g iou~ghts of the U. 11 . 11 . C . could not be vitalized t o 

se r ve in the present eme r nency •••• llere is one orr.onlzation 

at hand . Why not u se it? Beca u se some men may d r op out of 

the Union? Let them go 111 64 

• • 
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Ocsp itc the wel l-t hou~ht out oppositJon, Ph i J ipson 

ma rc hed ahend i'/ith lli!1 plnn s nnil so licited s u pporters ond 

d c te r.otes for the mee tin g . ll nfortunately , l'hi li pson ' s 

limin g cou l d not ha ve bee n wo r se . lie i ss urd his cnl l the 

1 as t w c e k of Aug ust . 6 S Pr c s itl c n t W i 1 so n i ss ued h ls ti c w 

Yen r' s r. r retinr. th e Vf" ry next week . This q 111' l lerl t he issue , 

ond coused ma ny o f t he Ri x ty-on e m~ n to whom Philipson wrntr 

t t> chn nge thei r n in rls . Eve n K011ifrnn nn Knh l c·r , who on 

Sep tembe r/~ r, r ante<I Philipso n pe r miss i on t o use h i . nn l"le , 

hn:Hily wrote on :i cplc111hc r '; : 

"In view of Pr es ident \.Jt l so n ' s 'lcw 
Yea r ' s t: vc !l c~snge r0porLed in to - tlny ' s 
Inqui r e r [s ic ! Ju 11hich the Pn l cs tin c 

111 oveincn t ino ur ur ntecl hy 1) r . '.' e i?. ma n 
(sic] is so s tron g ly e nd o r sed , I 
co nsidf" r it de tri me nt nl t o our cn use t o 
s t a rt nn opposition durin R wn r time , ns 
t c may be looked upon as unpRtriotic . 
th e re fo re withdra1~ my consent .• . 11 66 

Othe r s r esponder! 1d th s i mfl n r , or harshe r, wn rni nits . Cy ru s 

Adler declined t o partici pa te, nnd rcn inded Phi li pson that , 

like il or not , the Balfou r !Jec l a r n tion wos d e f acto n pn n 

of Alli ed pol iti cs , and that Philip s on shou ld co nfine 

himself to a r guin g do me s tic i ss ues with tho Zloni s t s . 67 

Moyer Sulz berger r e plied e loquently , and ur ned Philipson to 

t nke no pr e c ipitous action , for t he wo r ld wn tJ " ••• involved 

in t p'Meadliest l!t ru gg l e of our ti mcs ." 68 Samuel Sch ul man 

also ur ged de f e r men t. Ile ad ded per s picaciously : " • • • as o 

mo n with pr ac ti cal sagacity •... llow can you und e r take to 

call a conference , when yo u tell me that yo u have recei v ed 

-



on l y one affirma tive reply f rom New York to yo ur 

invit:ation?"69 (The lon e Ne w York confirmntion was f r om 

Adolph Ochs . ) The list of r ejections wos ve ry lon n . It 
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t nc lu de cl :lax Kohler , Louis ;!nrshnll , Osca r 'i tr a us , 13en jam in 

Ca rd o zo , Mortimer Sc hiff. llc nry Mo r i-,.enthnu , flo v id 

Gugg enhei m, Samue l Gr eenbaum , J uliu s !lny<' r ancl e v1· n ~~ i 111o n 

Wolf . 70 

Poss i h l y the in o s t c ru sh i n ~ r c j cc t i fl 11 , Ii owe v c r , cu 1•1 r. 

f rom Jncob Sch if f , wh ose imp ri mn tur coul d hn vc> instHPd the 

!'l ucccss of the 1• n1· c• r prise . Sc h i f f hnd hecn mov i1l 1· t o t he 

7. i o n i s t s i rl e e v c r !l I n c e t h r> II u s s i a n H e v o l u t l 1") n • n n d n l so \: n s 

partic11lnrly awar e of t e ns ions in th e Gc r ma n-Amc rlc~n .lcw i Hh 

community. lip t o 19 14 Schiff hot.I no t yt-t bc-r, un t o i::i'lif t h i ~ 

s t o n c c ( h e n c e h 1 s g r e a t 1 n t e r e s t 1 n r Ii 1 1 i p s o 11 f o r t h c Te 1a I' I c 

Emanu-El pos iti o n in 19 11-1 9 12) , hut w1lli th <' Russin n 

Revolution in 19 17 Schiff's views began to chnn ne . 

l <l 17 he wrote to Philipson express in n <lo uht R about th<' 

vi ability of the diaspo r a , 71 i\ l so in that ycflr Schiff ver y 

seriou s ly e ntertained Lhe i dea of enter in r, the Zioni s t 

l'fovement ; he came very close to casti n n his l ot with Julion 

Ma ck and the Chica go jud 3e ' s collea ~ u es . 72 Dy t he time of 

Philipson's ant i-Zio nist call in i\ugust , 19 18 , Sch iff had 

decitled not to ~ the Zionist mo vement , but ha<l developed 

a much broader viewpoint and r emained quite i n s ympa t hy with 

Zionist goa l s.73 lie felt duty-bound not only to re ject 

-... 
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Philipson, but to s ug gest that his pla n wa s indeed harmful 

f o r America n Israel: 

Your proposition, in t he nature of 
things as these have developed, c anno t 
be successful and wi ll only bring fort ~ 
bitterness, recriminat i o n and marked 
di vi sion amo ng the Jewish peo ple of t his 
coun tr y, whic h I am s ur e , is greatly to 
be deprecated •••• yo u are abo u t to 
place yourself at th e head of a 
mo ve mentwhic h is ce rta i n to fail, as it 
s houl d fa i l , a nd bring moreover, hurt t o 
the Ca use which you represent in you r 
Mi n istry and to whi c h, as you kno w, I 
f eel pe r s onally much atta c hed.7 4 

I n addition to enco un te r ing r ejec ti on, Ph ilipson ' s 

organization also s u ffered another ma jo r set bac k in mtd -

Se ptember . Ove r-z ealous ly and with out aut ho r ization, 

Ephraim Fr isc h se nt a telegram to Preside nt Wilson urging 
I 

him to re cons id e r his Rosh ttashenah endo rsement of the 

Ba l fou r D~claration. Mo r eover , Frisch ambiguo us ly signe d the 

teleg r am with the names of t he new o rganiza t i on' s executive 

committee. This ca used a fur o r and claims of 

mis represe ntati on, a nd effectively destroyed t he gro up' s 

c r edibility before it even got star t ed. The r e wa s 

sq ua bbling a nd indecisio n among Its exec utiv e commi ttee, and 

it ultimately fizzled. The October 20t h conference was 

ca nce lled, an d the group settled for a board mee tin g on 

Se ptember 30 t'n Ci ncinna~n order to plot its un ce rt ai n 

f uture. To top it o ff, after the group tenta ti vely planned 

for an October c on fere nce in Ci ncinnati, an influenza 

e pide•i c overtook the city, thereby eliminating that last 
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ditch effort I After the September 30 executi ve session , the 

organization effectively dissolved fo r tack of unity and 

purpose.75 

Whet caused the fai l ure of Philip son 's short-lived 

anti-Zionist league? Surely the lack of suppo r t wa s 

critical. Had t he confe r ence been assembled Lt wo u ld have 

se verely embarrassed Philipson and al l those who attended. 

Additio nal l y , the bad fortune of the endeavor canno t be 

overlooked . Philipson's timi ng - co no fault of his own -

pra c ti ca lly doomed the enterprise before i t was l aunched. 

Of cour se he co uld not hav e guessed that President Wil so n 

would send a s han eh tovah greeting to S teph e n Wise with a 

pro- Zionist ac knowledgement the very next we e k. Frlsch ' s 

faux - pas also was unf or tunate, a nd the fl u epidemic iced the 

ca ke . Yet. there were other consideratio ns as wel l. 

Philipson was fo r ced to attempt to bu ild an anti - Zionist 

orga nizat i on from sc r atch. He cou ld not use an already 

existi ng outfit . The C.C. A. R. , although profes sing the 

mainstream anti-nationalist Reform philosophy, included some 

Zi onists wit hin its ranks and co uld no t risk greater 

inte r nal s trif e . 76 The U.A.H. C. , l i kewise , inc luded a mixed 

consti tuency despite its 1898 anti-Herzlian resolution which 
r-' .... 

had not been su perceded.77 The American Jewi s h Committee 

ob viously could no t take up the anti-Zionist c udgel: it 

i ncl uded many prominent Zionists amo ng its l eadership, and 

besides, it endorsed the Balfour Dec laration i n April , 1918. 
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Philipson and the anti-Zionists were left with an 

organ izational vacuum. If there was to be such a n 

o rgan ization it would have to be c reated ex n t h ilo. That 

proved to be an impossible task in 1918 (end would r emain so 

for a q uarter century), especially once the New Yo rkers , 

Sc hiff, Marshal l , Morgentha u, Stra us and others , would not 

go along. 

This episode also indicated Lhe depth of the sc hi sms in 

Am e r ican Reform Jew r y . A cu r so r y exami natio n of those who 

sided wit h Philipson end those wh o did not r e veals that the 

r abbis and the laity ma y have had differing view s on the 

iss ue. Likewise , although there we r e exceptions , 

proportionately more Mid weste r ners than Easterners were 

willing to support Philipson . This crusade therefo re 

belonged to the idealists (rabbls) over the r ealists 

(lay•en), and the Cinci nnati-influenced provincial reforme r s 

over the East Coast cosmopolitans. In a letter to Louis 

Mar shall in Octobe r, 1918, Sc hiff characte r ized Phil ipson 

and hi s part ne rs as "a saall Cincinnati r abbinical 

c lique. 11 78 He aay have been e xpress i ng some anti -

c l erica l ism , as ve ll . Cl ear ly the ideolo gical dista nce 

between t he dif fe rent " constitue ncies" is stri k i ng . The men 
... r-

v ho attended Philipson' a September 30th executive meeting i n 

the Rockdale Avenue Teaple Trustees Rooa, Philipson , William 

Rosenau, Leo Franklin, Lou i s Grossmann , Samue l Goldenso n, 

Henry Cohen, Ephraia Frisc h, Lo u i e Wo lsey, J. Wa l ter 



189 

Freiberg and Harry Hoffheimer, were not small-minded men, 

but neither were they as broad-minded and far-seeing as many 

who rejec ted the "league." They were proponen ts of a 

philosophy which was on the wane, and they mistakenly 

believed that a majority of the nati on' s Reform Jewish 

cong regants agreed with them i n t heir stance . In this 

episode t he gap between the seemi ng leaders and followers 

vas pronounced. 

An additional ca use for the failure of the an tl-Zionisl 

co nfe rence wa s that Philipson failed to heed Hex Senior ' s 

advice. Philipson wa s not sufficiently prepaJed for what 

would transpire, nor did he sufficiently eval uat e the 

si tuation. The Schiff rejection is a good e xample. Over a 

year and a half earlier Sc hif f had indicated to Phllipaon 

that his views vere changing. Schiff 's views were not a 

secret; he also was in tou c h with Samuel Sc hulman and Hyman 

Enelow on the matter, and it wou ld be hard to imagine e ither 

Sc hulman or Enelow not conf1dtng in Phil ipson.79 

Unfortunately. Philipson fa_ile<L..,.Ff heed the signals. Had he 

done so he might have reali~ed that he could not count on 

the New Yo rke rs. Then, he might have either aba nd o ned the 

large scale~ovement, t~g it down to either a purely 

rabbinic organization or a regional confe ren ce , or patiently 

built a more a congenial base of support, Yet, this was not 

in David Philipson'a temperament. He went blindly forward, 

almoat with a se~ae of omnipotence and an inordinate portion 

-
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of self-righ teous ness . Al so . Philipso n failed to calculate 

what impaW"- the end of the War woul d have . Many people 

w a r n e d h i m n o t t o i n i t i a t e a po lJ m l c a 1 mo v em e n t a t t ha t 

time. It was bad for the Jews . who hoped that the out come 

of the War would brin g good tidings, and wanted no harmful 

distractions . Such a sentiment prevented many people from 

joi nin g Philipson' s group. Overall. Davl d Ph ilipso n only 

heard the beat of his own anti-nationalist , Classical Reform 

Jewish drum. li e hoped to be t he founde r of a new national 

organization . Basically , Philipson acted out of 

desperation. li e could not do nothing and let the emboldened 

Zio nist s carry on unc hallenged . Philipson badly needed en 

orga nization, bu t the plan failed, It cost him a failed 

orga nization, disa ppoi n tment. some embar rassment (some ho w, 

probably from Jacob Sc hiff . himself , a portion of Schi f f ' a 

letter to Ph i lipson was leaked by the Federation of America n 

Zio nists to the Nev Yo rk Timesl),80 loss of c redibil ity. and 

even a death threat from an ange re d Zionistt81 It wa s a 

humbling failure . 

In t he months fo llow ing hi s aborted a nti - Zionist 

conference attempt , Philipson continued to plow ahead in 

r a nti -Zionist a c t ivity. When Max Se nio r tried to pick up the 

pieces and build a League of American Jews in Oc t o ber and 

November . 1918 . Phili pson pledged his full s uppor t . 82 

Sen i or was unabl e to build the organization , eit he r. Next , 

Philipson and Rabbi Eli Hayer of Albany s ponsored ft dr ive t o 

-• 
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have individ ual congregations pass a nti-Zionist resolutions. 

By ea rly Spring , 1919, this campaig n also s uccumbed to lack 

of s upport. 83 Tha-t spri ng , Philipson consider ed pushing for 

a new anti-Zioni st resolution to be presented at the U.A.H.C. 

meeting in Boston , bu t that plan was called off because th e 

timing and SUl!J>Ort also were poor.84 At the same time two 

ot her nationally -scoped projects were also unde rway . Issac 

Landman, an ind ust riou s Reform rabb i in New York, learned of 

the possibility o.f buyin g the American Hebrew. The on l y 

"national" reform Jewish weekly ne wspaper at that time was 

Cincin nat i ' s American Israelite , so La ndman thought this 

of fered a golden oppo r tuni ty to establish a Refo rm , anti

Zionist tabloid in New York Cit y. Landman needed money , and 

through the help of mnny people nationwid e, inc luding David 

Philipson who pledged Landman $5000 from Cinc innati' s Jew s , 

he s uccessf ully la un ched his vent u re ofter many months of 

st um ping and f un d-raising.SS The winter of 1919 also saw 

Philipson and his col leagues hastily prepare a n a n ti

Zionist statement which they hoped to deliver to President 

Wilson and those conv ened at the Paris Peace Conference. 

Philipson informally chai r ed the effort t o write the message 

a nd collect signat ures. It was another "eme rgency 

procedure ," but with the holp of Congressman ~Uus Kahn fo"f 
California , the state ment was delivered to Wil ao n j ust aa he 

sailed for Europe. The "Statement t o the Peace Con f e ren ce " 

apparent ly had l ittle impact on the Paris deli berati ons , but 



et least it was successfully brought to fruition by 

Philipson, who needed some sense of achievement . 86 

In April, 1922, Philipson made his journey to the , 
nation's ca pital to testify before the House Foreign 

Relations Committee. Although he was very hopeful that the 

resolutions supporting the Balfour Declaration would be 

killed in committe e, Philipson still pushed his friends to 

oppose th e bills. Phtlipson a~ein misunderstood the tenor 

of the times, however , and despite hi s o wn lengthy testimony 

end that of others, a joint resolution va s unanimously 

passed and signed by President Harding in September, 1922. 

Philipson did not real ize ho w successfully the Zionists !¥Id 

garnered s upport among elected officials, who may have fel t 

guilty about passing immigration quota legialation t he year 

before. Philipaon's patriotic testimony was appreciated, 

~u ~ could not s vay the politi cians i nt o rejecting the 

resolutions. Whether he admitted it or not, Philipson had 

to swallow another defeat , 87 

Throughout the 1920's Phil i pson did not relent in 

delivertns his antl-Zlonist meeaages. He did refu se to 

ensege tho Zionists in open debate, and he even refused to 

welco•e vi11ting Jewish dignitarie s to Ci nci nnati if they 
/-" 

were Ziooiats.88 Philipson contributed anti-Zi onist 

articles to newspapers nationwide, and aenerally suppo r ted 

his anti-Zionist colleeguea, eapecially Louis Wolsey of 

Philadelphia who atepped into a breach and began to lead the 
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anti-Zionists.89 In t he mid 1920 ' s when Louis Marshall and 

Chaim Weizmann hammered out an agreement for a non -partisan, 

revised Jewish Agency ihterested in tbe development of 

Palestine, Phili pson gave t hem his blessing. He even 

attended a meeting of the Agen cy in New York in 1928. Yet, 

he had his res e rvations about the s uccess of the Agency; he 

though t it may be an unholy all iance of too many 

organizatio ns with confli c ting agendas . By 1929 Philipson 

was fully dissatisfied wit h the Jewish Agency. He felt that 

t he Zioni sts had co-opted the non -Zionists and he withdrew 

his support.90 Overall , the 1920's were a period of 

retrenchment for David Philipson. They had begun with a 

series of po litical defeats for him, and they co ntinued to 

be difficult years. 

Philipson's final anti-Zionist battles were to be 

within the Cent r al Co nfer ence, wh ere they began so many 

years ea rl ier. In 1930 the co nference was about to reissue 

its Union Hymnal, and a controversy developed over whether 

or not to incl ude Hatikvah in the book . After two votes, 

the firat in 19 30 and another the following year, the song 

eventua lly vas included by a close count.91 Apparently, a 

nueber of nonlZ'ionist rabbis voted to include the song out 

of sympathy with their Zionis t colleagues, a nd over growing 

feelings for Jewish peoplehood.92 Philipson could see no 

middle ground on the issue, and although he did not 

seriously enter the fray, he wrote : " Had anyone told me 
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twe n ty years ago that nationalism would make s uc h i nr oads as 

to succeed i n havi ng the Zion ist national hymn 'Hatlkvah' 

i nco rporated into the hy mnal publ ished by t he co nference, I 

wo uld ha ve t ho ught him ready fo( the lunatic asyl um. 0 9 3 

Philipson responded no t only wi th incredul ity , but also 

wi th resol ve to fi ght bac k. His ideo lo gy and the Co nferen ce 

meant too much to him t o passive l y allow the Zio ni sts to run 

freely . Additi onally, he fie r c,ly disliked a good number of 

the Zionists as well as thei r tactics , and he was 

invigorated by the flght . By this time , Lo u is Wolsey had 

become the fireb rand 1eader of the anti-Zionists . Yet, lhe 

two worked well toge th er: Wolsey aggressively urged the c rew 

on wa rds , wh ile Phi lip son lent s tability to the S . S. Anti -

Zioni sm. Phi lipson recorded in his dia r y i n t he Summ e r of 

1930 : " I will require st rength to hold t he rudder t r ue ! n 

the s hip of univ e r s alisti c Judaism whi c h is now ridi ng in 

very t r oubled vaters."94 Wol se y and Philipson com pl e ment ed 

e a ch other: Philipson ' s senior statesmanship supported 

Wolsey and gave h im crede nt ia l s , and Wolsey ' s e nergy and 

drive s uppo rted Philipson' s falli ng spir i ts a nd loneliness . 

Initially the t wo, among ot hers , consi dered boycotting 

the nex t C.C. A.R. conventi o n as a rejoinder , but th en Wolsey 
r 

plan ned a co un ter offens i ve. li e or gani zed an anti-Zionist 

p r opaganda campaig n. Wolsey planned a se ri es of a rticles 

fro~ var ious rabbis on Reform Jud aism to be publis hed weekly 

i n a number of J e wi sh ne ws pape r s a nd periodicals . 

-
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Deferentially , he wrote to Philipson in Augu s t. 1930: "If 

you approve of the idea. I wo uld be glad to o r ganize lt. " 

Phi lip son not only apporo ved , but he pr ovided an article and 

l obbied h is friends o n Wo l sey's behalf . 95 Add itionally, 

Wolsey and Philipson tried to influe nce the C.C.A.R. to ha ve 

the next con vention somewhere i n the Midwes t, preferably in 

Ci nc innat i . Thus, they would be far from the 

JIR/Zionist/Stephen Wi se s phe r e of inf lu e nce , a nd nearer to 

the anti-Zionist home base.96 They ended up in Indiana . 

Despite the Hati kvah vote , in the Summer of 19 3 1 

Philipson believed t hat political Zio ni sm was practi cally a 

dead i ss ue . The dissension and disunity of the recent 

Zionist co nf eren c e in Bas1e , the assertio n of the Shaw 

Commission of the British Mand atory government that the 

rights of the Arabs we r e no less In violable than we r e those 

of t he Jews, and the 1930 Passfield Wh ite Paper prohibiting 

Jews from purchasing more l and i n Palestine all s ig nalled to 

Da vid Phlipson that his side had prevailed.97 He lamented 

that " t he o nly place wh ere it (Zio nism ) is still serio usly 

debated is in the C.C.A.R. wh ere some di e hard Zion ist 

rabbis can not credit the fact that their c ause 

is ••• defeated . 11 98 Phi :..i pson co u ld~t have fore seen the 

po l itical reaction to Lord Passfie ld' s anti-Yishuv 

res trictio ns, or that the world was on the brink of 

Hitlerism. The pend u l um swung t he other vay , and soon 

Whitehall loosened the nooae and allowed t he Zionists almost 

-,. . 



a free reign. It tu rned o~t that the first half of the 

1930's - unt il 1936 - would be a very prosperous time fo r 

the Yishuv.99 

The same growing outlook whi c h the Yishuv enjoyed in 
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the early mid-thirties wa s felt by the American Zionists in 

the C.C.A.R . The Conferen ce partially degenerated into a 

feud between the more u~versalist ic , Cl a ssica l Ref orm 

H.U.C. - trained rabbis ~d the Stephen Wis e- trained JIR 

graduates. There was competiti on for Ideological contro l as 

well as for j obs (due to the Depression), and this troub l ed 

Philipso n. He hoped for a rap pr ochement bet ween the Co ll e ge 

and Wise's Institute, as did Wi s e. That year Philipson was 

invited to give the ordi nat ion addres s at t he J IR, and he 

hoped that his Nev York City presence would help make a 

little peace between the conflicting factlo ns.1 00 A litlle 

peace between the institutions may have evolved , but not 

between the Zionists and the anti-Zionists. 

The Winter of 1935 was one of great agitation by 

Zio nist rabbis. They were preparing for the 1935 C . C.A.R. 

convention. That year saw the C.C. A.R. officially change 

its position regarding Zion ism from anti-Zionism to 

.. neutralit~ the issue. Philipson and the anti-Zionist s 

were losing ground. In a controversial vote, it was decided 

that " • . • acceptance or rejection of the Zionist program 

should be left to the indi vidual member."101 Philipson 

argued vebeaently a3ainst even the ethicality of the 

' ' 
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resolution . In defeat he admitted: "But all to no avail; 

the Zio nist politicians had the votes." 102 At thi s 

conference, Philipson's i deology was outnumbered, out-

politicked, and soon to be officially outdated. Tw o years 

lat e r the Confe rence accepted the "Co lumbu s Platform," 

the reby s upercedi ng the un ive rsalism of the Pittsb urgh 

Platform. 

Philipson wa s disheartened. lie con tinued to believe in 

the Class ical Reform Jewish value s , but he felt a l o ne. He 

was the dieha rd: "I ta ke my stand on this unlver sa listic 

platf o rm and t here I s hall a bide as long as I have the 

breath to s peak and the power to think . 11 103 Phil i pso n 

contem plated resigning from th e Co nfer e nce; he no longer 

felt that it was his rabbini c body. But that woul d hav e 

made h i m still lonelier , so he remained a member . 104 

In the late 1930 ' s , spurred on by t he prog ress of the 

Yishuv as well as the horrors of Nazis~. Phi lip so n evinced a 

greater interest in the wel f are of Palesti ne. In 1937 he 

worked with Abba Hillel Sil ver in order t o h\l p rewri te the 

United Pales ti ne Appeal letter so as to make it acce ptabl e 

to non-Zio nists, as well. He was concerned with helping 

Eastern Euro!,.ean refuge~n Palestine, and with helping to 

establish a Refor• Jewish congregation in Jerusale•. He 

opposed the 1937 partition plan for Palestine, and later in 

1946 when the leaders of t he Yishuv were arrested, Philipson 

led an outraged C.C. A.R. in its protestations. Yet, 

-• 
J 
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Philipson neve r changed his ideological stance . Despite hi s 

concer ns f or Palest i ne a nd her Jewish citizens, Philipso n 

remained s taunchl y the anti -Zionist s tandardbea r e r. I n 19 44 
; 

he urged Co ngressman So l Bloom to oppose bill s e ndorsin g a 

Jewish state i n Palestine , but he e ncouraged him to s uppo r t 

r esol ut ions aimed at li fting i mm i gra tion restr ictions int o 

the ter ritory.105 His pro - Palestine sentiments we r e 

humanitarian. Hov co ul d he be ot he rw ise in the fa ce of 

c ur re nt events? Yet, his ideology rema ined hi s identi ty . 

Davld Philipson wa s to enjoy one last anti-nationalist 

groundswell, which was the product of a wh o le new co terie of 

a nt i-Zio n ist rabbis a nd la ymen. The anti-Zionist Amer ica n 

Co un c il for J udaism was fo unded la rgely by East Coast rabbi s 

in 1942 as a response to a C.C .A. R. resolution suppo r ting e 

Jewish army in Palestine. (Philipson did not attend t he 

1942 C. C.A.R. Co nve ntion even though i t wa s in Ci nci nn ati . 

It vas a Zi oni s t showca se for Philipson's arch-o pp onent, 

James G. Heller, who was then C. C.A.R. President.106 ) The 

Jewish Army resolution violated the Neutrality resolut i on of 

1935 , th e a nt i-Zionists claimed , and they were resol ved to 

establish their ovn voice. Philipson was invited by Louis 

Wolsey, the f orce behind{;; Council, to ke ynot e their 

organizational conferenc e in June , 1942. Philipson wa s 

overjoyed to receive the invitation , and he r esponded to 

Wolsey: ttFew communications wh ich I have recei ved have given 

me greater joy than your letter of the 10th instant which 
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arrived this morning. Thank Go d that I have l ived to see 

this day when my colleagues have taken this remarkable s tep 

of fealty to the pr i ncples of Reform Ju daism ."107 
~ 

Undoubtedly , this proposal conjured up for Philip son 

recol lect ion s of hi s aborted a nt i-Zio nist co nference attempt 

of 191 8 . Although he wa s nearly eighty years ol d, Ph i l ipso n 

pledged hi s s uppo r t to hi s pr o tege , Wolsey , and his new 

movement .1 08 

Ph ilipson vas not des tin ed to p lay a major pa rt in the 

American Council fo r Judai sm . He helped launch it , a dv ised 

Wolsey to an ex t ent, and served minorly in it s Ci ncinnati 

chapte r, which a t firs t he wa s cal led upon to l ead. Yet , 

why was Philipson invited to keynote this new episod e? li e 

was aged a nd battlewo r n , a nd the r e wer e othe r s who possibly 

could have done a better job. The answer probably lies i n a 

nu mber of ca uses . Phi l ipson was passionately committed to 

t he idea , a nd he co uld be e xpected to fi r e up t he troops. 

Also , Wolsey had to be deferen tia l to the elder s t atesman of 

his movement. He could not call such a conferen ce with out 

offering a prominent rol e to Philipson, who had preached 

this message for over half a century. Host importantly , 

h'll'ever, was ~lipson's symbolic presence. Wolsey 

undoubt ed ly wanted to substantially tie his new movement a nd 

its legions to the earlier , ve nerated anti-Zionists, and 

thereby launch it with greater c redibility. Philipson, who 

was proud of h is " first class (of H.U.C.) status", as well 

-
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as hi s part ici pation i n the Pittsbu r gh Platfo r m, his 

fo und i ng of the C. C. A.R . , and his pe r s onal c o nnection s with 

t he pat r iar c h, Isaac Haye r Wise , offe r e d th~ neces s ary 

l e giti ma cy . Thu s , Phil i pson 's r ole in t he Cou nci l pri mari l y 

wa s symbo l ic . 

I n t he Co uncil Philipso n basi c a l ly s e r ved thr e e 

[u nc t i o ns. Fir s t , he was o nce a ga i n a s ta nda rdbearer o f the 

a nti - nat i o na l i s ts . ~o o ne spoke mo r e strongly or knowingly 

on behalf o f a nti -Z ionism then he did. Rej uvena te d , he 

pr e a c hed and spoke o n behalf of t he Coun c il in a numbe r o f 

c i t ie s .1 09 Sec ondly , Philipson was th e Cinc i nnati 

c on nection for the coun c i l . From the sta r t he was c ha r ged 

wi t h o r gan izing a Ci ncinnati c hapter of the o rganizati o n. 

He foun d this dif f icult , Qoweve r, bec au s e he had le s s ene r gy 

a nd i n f lu e nce t ha n he once co uld c l aim, a nd beca use of the 

si gn i f i can t pr ese nc e of J ames Hel le r in Ci nc i nnati. Wo l sey 

so rel y ne e ded a Cinci nnati c hap te r to gain the influe nc e and 

s up po rt of t he College and its students. By May, 194 5 , a 

l oc a l c hap te r wa s es t a bli s he d and ac t i ve , bu t Phi li pso n was 

no l o nger c l o s el y a s s oc iated wi th i t.1 10 Ph i l i pso n' s t hi r d 

r ol e va s as a po l i tician . He knew nea r ly e ve rybod y i n t he 

C. C.A . R"'1 as ve ll ~he signif ican t an ti -Z io nist lai t y. 

Phil i pson c ould mediate issues and advis e Wo lsey witho u t 

gett i ng t oo deeply i nto the mi ddle of matters.Ill 

Fo r Phi l i pson, t he Ameri c an Coun c i l f o r J uda i s m was a 

pl easing a c knowledgement late in h i s career o f all t hat he 

J 
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had s t ood for . Ile would die knowing that there sti ll were a 

fe v Jewi s h univ e r sa l is t s around , e ve n tf t he Sta t e of Israel 

also had been es tabl ished. Philipson wr?te i n 1946: '' ••. I 

have been greatly interested in the wo rk of the Co un c il f r om 

the very stsrt. My feeling is that it wa s o r ga ni zed a half 

centu r y too late . "1 12 

David Philipso n va s an i n t r icate , comp lex human being 

with many conce rn s , interests and agendas . Yet, th r ougho u t 

his long caree r one pattern r emained unchanged in the mat r ix 

that wa s h is life: his abidi ng be l lef in the u n iversal 

nature of Judaism in nineteenth and twentieth century 

America . Despite the g r owt h of a new Jewish wor l d a r ou nd 

h i m vhich did not kno w of un iversalism , and whi ch more t han 

a ny othe r facto r made Am e r ica into the wo r ld Jewish hegemo n y 

it became, Phil i pso n ne ver ceased to advocate his breed of 

Judaism. Just as the American Co unc il for J uda ism may ha ve 

come a half cent ury too late, so too 1t may be said of 

Phil ipso n: He did not live before his ti me, rather he li ved 

after h i s time. Philipson's universali st philosophy of 

J uda ism waa unc hangingly that of his teachers, Wise a nd 

Lilienthal , from the mid-nin etee nth ce ntur y . Desp it e 

- r cha nges which c ame with t he twentieth cent ury e nd wh ic h 

foatered the development of nationalism among peoples from 

every co rner of the globe, Philipson spent his career 

devotedly preaching hia anti-nationalist messa ge. I n the 
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e nd, one ca n say t hat his devotion , courage and co nsiste ncy 

were - if not vogue - quite remarkable. 



• 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DAVID PHILIPSON, IN STITUTIONAL HAN 

When David Philipson returned ta.. Ci nc innati from 

Baltimore in 1888 , he returned to the c i ty whi c h boasted o f 

bei ng the institutional hub of Am e ri c an Judaism. Cin ci nna ti 

wa s home t o the Union of Ame r ica n Hebrew Congr eg~tions and 

t he Heb r ew Union College . Shortly, it would c la im the 

hea dquar t ers o f the Cen t ra l Con fe r e nc e of Am e ri can Rab bis , 

a s well. 
,. 

Phil i pson r etur ned to Cinc i nnati, in pa rt, to be 

c l ose to the a ctio n of these powe rful o rgani zations a nd to 

participate i n their affa irs . He was ambitious. He would 

be at the c~ re o f Refo r m J udaism's operations, a~d he wo uld 

re ma i n there ell his days . Al t hough he bel o nged to do zens 

o f other Jewish end ci v i l o rganiza tio ns during hi s le ngthy 

career, t he three Ci nc innati-based central i ns t i tution s of 

Reform J udai s m rema i ned David Philipson's most involved a nd 

important affi liations for over sixty years. In many way s 

he may be called an '' i ns t itut io nal ma n ." Ill s bases of power 

and authenticity were rooted in these institutions , and t he y 

were the stages o n wh ich he acted out mo s t of his dramas. 

Philipson 's institutional roles, relationships , i nflu e nces 

attii function~re a s ignificant element of hi s life. 

In the U.A.H. C. 

-.. . 
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Cincin nati ' s maiden organization was the Unio n of 

Am e ri ca n Hebrew Congregations, the lay-dominated fede ration 

of Reform Jewish c ongregations fou nd ed in 1873 by Isaac Wise 

and his influential la ity. Beca us e the U.A.11. C. was Hebrew 

Union Col lege' s patron, and bec au se its Ci nci nnat i-based 

leader s were ve ry i nvolved in running the school . Philipson 

undoubtedly learned very early of the Union ' s signif icance .I 

It provided th e funds to operate the Co ll ege , and la ter , t o 

direct mo s t of th e pr og~amming of Refo r m Judaism. Shortl y 

af ter he was ordained in 1883 Philipson began participating 

i n Union affai r s. lie quickly became a regular delegate to 

the U.A.H. C. biennial conventions , a nd as ea rly as 1887 he 

was serving on i t s Committee on Sa bbath Schoola . 2 

Event ually, this commi~tee g r e w into the Sabba th Sc hool 

Union and then the Co mm ission on Jewish Ed ucation, bot h of 

wh ich Philipson c hai red for many decades. 2a 

Because the U.A.H. C. wa s predominantly controll ed by 

laymen Philipson ' s rol e wa s relatively limited. He served 

on committees where rabb inic expertise was required . Thus, 

he worked for many years i n the Un ion' s educational arm, as 

vell as on the Committee o n Civil and Religious Rights and 

as the Chairman of the Union ' s Board of Editors, vhi ch also 

produced educational materials • ..f'urthermore,r-t"hilipson vas 

a publi c figure in the Union throughout the periodic 

addresses he delivered and the resol ut ions be sponsored. In 

1898 he presented the anti-Zionist declaration to the 
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U. A.H .C . bienn ia l, a nd in 1903 he called for t he Union to 

organize a n American Jewish Co ngress.3 In t he worki ngs of 

t he Union, Philipson was a regular, if not s ub sta ntial 

presence , mostly on t he strength of h is dJrecti ng the 

e ducatio nal affai r s of the orga ni zation . 

Although Ph i lipso n apparently was not a majo r oper ato r 

i n the work i ngs of the U.A.H. C. , by being in Ci nci nnati and 

being the rabbi to so many U. A.H. C. o ff ice r s and board 

members , his undoc umented i nfl uence was far g r ea ter t han t he 

r eco r ds indi cate . He c ame into almos t daily contact wi th 

leaders of the Un i on , and wh e n they had questions or 

c once rns wh ic h ne eded rabbi nic co unsel , Da vid Philip so n was 

right there . When they needed s uppo r t in t he C. C. A.R. or at 

t he Colle ge , i n o ther o rganizat io ns or wit h o t her rabbis, 

Philipso n co ul d a pply his i nfl ue nce . Just as David 

Philipson was tho ~c knowledged publi c spokesma n who s poke 

f o r Ci ncinnati ' s Refo r m Jews a nd wh o was outspoke nl y 

i nfluential, so too he was a beh i nd -t he-sc e nes power wM o had 

the ear o f the Ci nc innati Jewish leadership. In su c h a way , 

Philipso n and th e Union s ha r ed common aims f o r their 
.......... 

co nsti tuencies, a nd worked harmoni ously . 

.... In the H.U.C . 

The Hebrew Union College was t he sec ond major 

o rganizatio n in Cincinnati. To it Philipson owed his 

greatest loyalty ond in its affeirs he ves moat i ntimately 
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involved. From his student days until his death the Co llege 

commanded a special corner of hi s heart . Tt was the source 

of his education, self-image and self-esteem , and to lead i t 

was the fantasy of his dreams . The young men whom he taught 

a nd influenced tn his sixty years as a professor and 

inst ructor at the Co lleg e were his pride, and at times, his 

power base in the C. C.A.R. Philipson once admitted to 

Alfred Cohen : "Barr ing my cong re ga ti on , there is no 

institution in all the world so dear to me as the College."4 

llebrew Union Co llege was his makor chaim , the fountain of 

his life . 

In Philipson's seven and a half decades of association 

wlth H.U.C. he had ma ny functio ns . At first he was a 

stude nt and one of the College ' s earliest alumni. Out of 

this unique relationship a lasting conn ection was made whi c h 

spirited Philipson in all his s ubsequ ent roles. When he 

returned to Cincinnati in 1888 he began teach i ng Semi t ic 

languages at H.U . C. , end soon added Bible and homil etics to 

his course load.5 Five years later in 1893 Philipson was 

ft r st appointed to the Co llege Board of Governors, then 

e lected to the Board. He remained sn active member until 

1946 when hi s last term expired and he was made an honorary 

Co llege Board member . 6 He also was l. confidant ~the 

Co llese ' s presidents until the succession of Julian 

Morgenste r n to that poat . a nd as such he vas p r ivy to the 

executive impulses of the institution. In all. ea an 
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alumnus , a faculty member, a board memb e r , and associate of 

the president, Philipson truly vas the Co llege' s "most 

poverful influen ce " for many years , as the historian o f the 

Co llege s uggeste d .7 David Phi lip son ' s powe r during tpe 

Kohler years va s in fa ct s o great tha t o nce some nonresident 

members of the Board of Go vernors compl ai ne d about the 

Cincinnati oligarc hy. An ot he r time a formal , executive 

communicati on va s delivered to the College add r essed to: 

"D r. K. Kohler , Pres . H.U. C: ., Mr. LL Bettmonn , Pr es. Board 

of Go vern o r s , and Or . Dav id Philipson, Prof. of 

llomt lettcs. 11 7a 

Phil i pson ' s in fluen ce mos tly wa s in matter s concerni ng 

s tudents and fac ulty. Alth ough he did some fundrai sing , and 

he R&ve th e f i r st grad ua tio n address at the new Clif ton 

Avenue c ampus of the College , 8 he wa s not sig nifica ntly 

Involved either in the Co l lege ' s finan ces o r facilities. 

Those matters vere in the lap s of the lAymen. Academic a nd 

personnel matters were more interesting and more com pati b l e 

to Philipson . They also accorded him g reater powe r. 

Through teaching t he i mporta nt s ub ject of homi l etics, a nd 

then lect uring on t he Reform Movement, itself , Phil i pson had 

th( students' attenti on . Also, for a number of years 

st udents vere req\4,ired to del,t'YE'r student sermons at one of 

the two Ci ncin nati temples , and many vould the refore come 

• before Philipson' s careful eye. David Philipson also 

offer ed a regular, informal study semi nar in Wissenschaft 

... . 
) -
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des Judentums at the Temple, and thereby played a host 

sc hol a r in the community. Finally, wh e n it c ame to placing 

the g raduates i n jo bs , Phtlipson's r o l e was no t 

i nslgn ifica nt.9 Over a ll, for the students at the Co ll ege , 

Philipson was the dominant r abbinic per so nality In to wn . ije 

wo rked hard and s uc cessfully at mold i ng them in a 

Phi l ipson-ia n, un i ver sa l istic Jewi s h image . 

Phil i pson' s l nflu ence ove r th e stude nts act ually bega n 

prior to their a rriva l at 11 . U.C.: he c hair ed the Uoenl of 

Go vernor s ' Committee on Appl ications and he wo uld sit o n the 

ent r a nce committees. Phi l ipso n se rved i n thl s r o l e fo r 

decades , and therefore was in a position to e nco urage or 

di scourage a pplicant s from pursuing entrance to the Co llege, 

as well as to rul e over their ca ndida cies f o r admission . 10 

ln s uc h a manne r , Philip so n co uld pa rt ially sh ape t he nat ure 

of the st udent body. When he s ugg es t e d to a Ne w Yor k rabbi 

i n 19 18 that he s ho uld not encou ra ge boys from New York ' s 

Eas t S ide to come to t he Col l ege , o r wh en he intimidati ngly 

asked in an entrance i nterview: "Are Zionism a nd Ref o rm 

Judai s m compatible?" he wa s clearly bei ng very se le c tiv e i n 

his admissions dec isio ns and pol icies .II 

Philipson also could impact on the stud e nts in other -· ways. ~ was the ctG stodian of an assistance fund with whi c h 

he could help fina ncia lly -needy st udent s , and he was a 
/ 

membe r of the board ' s Committee on Salaries and 

Sc holarships. Thus, Philipson was in a pos ition to aid - or 

"' . 
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decllne ald - to students (and sometimes the faculty) in a 

very f un damental way . Likewise, he regularly employed 

students to teac h i n his Religious Sc hool.1 2 Additionally, 

It wa s not beyond Philipson to police the _ptudents in 

matters of ethics , especia l ly during the yea rs of Ka ufmann 

Kohler ' s presidency.1 3 Th us, from t he s tud e nt s ' poi nt of 

view, Philipson was a force at the Co ll ege. Even in hi s 

later day s when hi s universalistic phi l osophy of Judaism had 

some detractors, Philipson remained an infl uence on the 

st uden ts . 

In addition to the Committees on Admissions and 

Salaries and Sc holarships , Philipson also served on many 

other H.U. C. Board of Governors committees . In fact , it was 

Philipson's role on the Board which wa s most res ponsible for 

his vast power at the Col lege. In his commi ttee work , 

however , he did not i nfluen ce matters of budget o r 

buildings, rather he influe nced the affairs of people: the 

st udents a nd faculty. In addition to the aforementioned , 

his c ommittee involvements included serving on the 

Committees on Course of St udy , on Alum n i Professorships , o n 

Recasti ng the Curr ic ul um, o n Summer School for H.U. C. 

Alumn i, on Granting Deg r ees Honoria Cause , and numerous ad 

hoc ru lJ!s , investyglf"tion and s pecial committees as they were 

needed .1 4 His most important commi tt ee f unctio ns, however, 

we r e in chai ring the Board of Editors of the Annual, and in 
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chairing the impo rtant Committee on Fill ing Vacanc i es in the 

Fac ulty. 

David Philipson had been appoint e d Chairman of the 

College's Boa r d of Editor s i n 1911 , and was not u~fami l iar 

wi th the world of sc ho larly publ ishing.IS In 19 19, Da vid 

Neumark, the Co ll ege' s Professor of Ph i l osophy , l aunched hi s 

111-fated Jou rn al of Jewi sh Lore an d Philosophy, whi c h only 

s urvived one yea r of publicati on . When Neumark' s Jo urnal 

fai l e d , he prevailed upon Phi l i pson to pers uade the Co ll e ge 

to take it ove r. Although he o pposed Neumark' s s pir ited 

c ultural Zio ni s m, Philipson did ag r ee to sponsor the jo urn al 

i dea. The Col lege Board l i ke wise agreed , but decided 

ins t ead to publi sh an annua l . Philipson probab ly co nsente d 

to Neumark ' s r equest f o r seve r al rea s on s . Although he co ul d 

fault Neumark for his Zi onism, Philip so n could not conte nd 

with him regard i ng hi s unwa vering dev otion to Reform 

J ud aism. Mor eover, Philipson probably .agreed with Noumark 

that a Reform-s ponsored Jewish sc holarly journal was needed, 

and he hoped to be i nstr umental in c reating it . He wa s . I n 

1921 Philipso n was e l ected c hairman of its Board of 

Edito r s .1 6 From the Annua l 's fir st vol ume in 1924 o nwa rds , 

Philipson chaired its Board of Edi t o r s , a nd worked 

diligently so liciting, accept)ng and rej~ i ng art ic les for 

its pages. He a l so oversaw finding printers , seei ng to 

publicity, and directing distribution .17 The Hebrew Union 

.. 
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Co ll ege Annual became one of Davi d Philipson ' s pet pr ojec! s , 

a nd o ne to wh ich he devoted a g r eat amount of time . 

Philipson's position as chairma n o f the Boa rd of 

Govern ors ' Commi ttee o n Fil ling Va ca ncies in ~he Faculty 

also cast him i n a ver y i nfluential r ole , especially during 

Kaufma nn Kohler's presidency. When the three con trover s ial 

Zionist pr ofessors, Henry Ma l te r, Max Schloessinge r, and Mex 

Mar go l is , res ig ned amids t a storm in 1907 , Philipso n 

su ppor t ed Kohler in steadfastly accepting their 

re signa tions . 18 He also he lp ed Kohler r ebui ld t he faculty 

in a basic Reform Jewis h mold, and most ly with H. U. C. 

trained profeJo r s . Philipso n helped a rr a nge that Julia n 

Morgenstern , llenry Englander , and Jacob R. Marcus , all 

H.U . C. graduates, be appointed to t he faculty. 

Additionally , Philipson and Kohler teamed to bring Jacob Z. 

Lauterbac h, a lthough not an H.U .C . alu mnu s , to the 

Col lege ,1 9 Aside from the 1907 r esig nati o ns and t he war time 

conduct of Go t thard Deutsch (see above), the appointment s 

a nd affair s of t he fa c ulty we re gene r ally calm during 

Kohler' s pr eside nc y, and Philipson wa s un cha ll enged in his 

position. 

Thi s c hanged wh e n J ul ian Morgenstern became acting 

president .... in 192 1. ~enstern a l so had to add man y new 

faculty members during the ear ly years of his presidency. 

I n fact, he made five a ppo i ntme nt s wh ile still o nly acting 

president - before his ovn position va s finally affirmed.20 

-p• 



Yet. these appointments were not made with Phili pso n' s 

control l i ng i n pu t, although he still chaired t he Facu l ty 

Vacancies Commi ttee . In Mar c h, 1922 , Pbillpson wrote to his 

frie nd and colleag ue on the committee, William Rosenau, that 
~ 

he wa s pleased to learn of Henry S l onimsky ' s ca ndidacy fo r a 

position , and he hoped t hat Jacob Ha n n al so would be 

hired . 21 Apparently, Philipson and his c ommittee had been 

bypassed by Morg enste rn in hi s pro cess of hiring. The new 

c hief executive had his own age nd a for shaping the fa c ulty , 

n nd he deftly attempted to avoid submi t tlng his plan s to the 

scrutiny of his newly established enemy , David Phi l ipson. 

/ After Morgenstern's 1nitial flu rry of appointments t o 

the Co llege faculty in 1921 and 19 22 , two c la s hes of wl\ls 

between Phi l ipson and Morgenstern s urfa ce d in the middle 

years of the decade. Follo wing Kohler's retirement, the 

Co llege lacked a pr ofessor of theoloRY · Philipson 

re commended and strongly urged the appointment of his c lose 

friend and brilliant scholar, Hyman Enelow. Morgenstern 

eq ually strongly opposed Enelow in favor of Samuel Cohon, 

and the Preaident man6ged to persuade the Board t o hi s side. 

Philipso n had believed that Ene lov's appointme n t , by virtuo 

of Enelov' s far greater scholarship, established credentials 

in RefoLJD Judaism,~ his o wn recommendat io ns , would be a 

mere fo rma lity . 22 He was wrong. Enelow and Cohon actually 

we r e on l y pavn a in t he power struggle between Philipson a nd 

Mo r genstern. Ene low, due to his own preemi nence as a 

• 
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scholar and leader, th r eatened Morgenstern. Even more , 

however , the President was certainly intimidated by the 

thought of Enelow allied with Philipson ln Cincinnati: it 

would make Morgenstern the odd man out. Enelow d1ed In 

1934 , Philipson remembered in his journal: "The president 

who can not endure a great personality on his faculty held 

o ut against his appointment with might end main(?). ltE 

urged all sorts of specio us reasons." 23 

In 1926 there wa s another clash , and the net r esult of 

the two cont r oversies was that Philipson partially c onceded 

to Morgenstern in the president's handling of the fa c ulty. 

1926 saw the return from Europe of two junior faculty 

members, Sheldo n Blank and Jacob R. Harcus. Their returns 

prompted Philipson and his committee to present a report to 

the Board of Go vernor s establishing their positions at the 

Co llege. This they did, but they also included in the 

report an outline of the proposed hierarchy of the history 

department , as well as what subjects should be taught by 

wh om.24 The president responded that t he committee hod 

over-stepped 1ta bounds , and the power st ru ggle was renewed. 

P.ac h aide solicited supporters to its positlon.2 5 Actually, 

the argumentation was moot: the president would do as he 

viahed regor~eas of th~••1ttee's recommendations. All 

that could be sought waa a le11ening of tension and a modus 

vivendi. A• it happened . Philipson and the Co••lttee o n 

Pilling Vaca ncies in the Faculty by and la rge wound up 

-
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their independent power.26 
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Philipson's relationships at the Co llege were indeed 

some times r ocky . The Wis e years saw their personal 

tensions: the Kohler years wer e by far the brightest for 

Philipson, despite his twice-tendered resignation from the 

faculty: the Morgenstern years wer e nothing less than 

upsetting. Julian Morgen s tern and David Philipso n wa sted no 

opport unit y to combat one another . In fact. Philipson 

planned to undermine Morgenstern within months of the 

latter's e l ection as acting president, and he had to be 

restrained by his more far - seeing and de t a ch ed friend, 

Samuel Sc hulman. 27 The tension was indeed "a cloud over 

Horgenstern' s administration of the school ," 28 as well as 

o ver Phtlipson's dignified and gentlemanly career. 

Philipson stooped to describing Morgenstern's presiden c y as 

a "reign o f terror," and clai med that ''something is rotten 

tn Deomark."29 lie allowed himself a last co• e uppaoce when 

he was officially retired as en active member of the Board 

of Covernors and was made an Honorary He•ber. lie reminded 

the likewise aging Morgen ste rn in 1946, " Soon you also will 

be on the shelf • •• 11 30 

Before he retired,-however, P~peoo was involved in 

some other major issues involving 11.U.C. and the larger 

world. ln 1922, after Stephen Wise organized h is rival 

rabbinic school in New York City , the Cineinnatians felt 
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pressed to strengthen th ei r presence in the metropolis . On 

the urging of Philipson' s co ll e a gue, Samuel Sc hulman , a plan 
l 

was prese nted to establi sh a Teache r ' s lnstitn te in New 
6 

Yo r k. It wa s a good idea to gai n a better footho l d in tha t 

city , and Schul ma n only needed Cinci nna t i' s approval and 

resource s . lie lobbied Philipson , wh o pledged hi s support. 

Late in 192 2 the Board of Governors ap proved t he project and 

made Philipso n c hairman of the committee t o o ver see its 

f ru ition. On this issue, as i n so ma ny o the r s , Philipson 

and Mo rgen ste r n agai n clashed . The presid e nt did not wish 

to concede to mu c h authori ty to a Philip so n- Sc hulman 

alliance. Nevertheless , by 1923 t he I nst itu t e was 

established wi th Schu lma n c hair i ng its con t r olling body. 

David Phi l ipso n effec tiv e l y bowed out of the picture at tha t 

point . 31 

In retros pect , Ph i l ipson's r o le in forming t he Sc hool 

for Teac her s was signif ica nt, As a rabbi with a n 

educational and religious point of view, he pushed ha rd e r 

for s uc h an institute than might have a layman. 

Additionally, he was fully cognizant of the rab bi ni c 

politics which lurked under the table , with Schulma n, Wise , 

Morgenstern and himself each a player. The pr oject wa s r-
important to Philipson, a nd he wa s quite likely the only 

Ci nci nnat i member of the Board of Governors wh o could jockey 

the issue and bri ng it to fulfillment . 

~ · 

J 
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The 1930's brought other matters to the forefront. A 

move was afoot in 1934 to consi der an H.U . C.-J . I .R. 

rap proc hement , and possi bly a me r ge r . The fi nan cial cr i sis 

of t he Dep r ession t hreatened the institutions, es pecially 

Wi s e ' s sc hool. They might survive if they combined, s ome 

th o ugh t. Philipson did not agree. He favored relieving the 

tensio ns and building relation s , but he o p pos ed a merger. 

When he was in New York t o deliver the J.I . R. g raduation 

address that year , he di sc us sed the idea with some Ne w 

Yorkers, in c luding Ju li a n Hack, but nothing came of the 

matter. 32 The 1930's also s aw Nazi s m and it s des t ru c tion 
) 

of } 
-~ 

the Jewi s h a c ademie s o f Europe . As ea r ly a s 1934 Ph i l ip so n 

acknowl edged t hat " • •• emergencie s req u ire da r in g 

meas ur es , 11 33 and he joined the H.U. C. Boa r d in it s dec is io n 

to spo nsor refugee s c holars. Throughout the thi r ti es , 

Phili pson's c ommittee o n fac ul t y vacancies t r ied desperately 

to aid a n umber of such scholar s , incl ud ing Ju l iu s Lewy , 

Fr a nz Oppenheimer , Ad olph Kober , Eric Werner and Alexander 

Guttmann. 34 

I n all, Phill pso n' s Hebrew Un io n Co llege ca r eer was a 

long a nd sta rry one . He se rved the i nstitution i n every 

role sa ve its presidency , and it is fair to say that for a 

number of deca des he was aa. intima te l ,,-.rO vo lve d with the 

school as any man. He was unq uestionably devoted to the 

Col l e ge , and he felt r es ponsibl e fo r its mission. At the 

same t i me that H.U.C . was the source o f Phil ipson' s g reates t 



successes , it also was r e l ated to his most disappointing 

fai lures . That he never became the Co ll ege Presi dent was 

undoubt edly David Philipson's mo st blighted hope. ll is 

bitterness wit h Morgenste r n only ma de th e l ast decades 

unfortunately uncomfortable , a's well. 
\ 

Philips on had a 
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pass i ona t e conn ection wi th H.IJ . C. : the Col le ge had nurtured 

him; s ome of it s boy s be c ame his di sc ipl es . l f Dav 1 d 

Philipso n was a n institutional man, he wa s abo ve all a 

Co ll e ge man. 

In Lhe C. C . A. R. 

F r om wh e n he helped fou nd the Central Confe r en c e of 

Am e ri ca n Rabbis in 1889 , to his death while attend i ng the 

C.C .A. R. c o nvent ion i n 1949, David Ph ilipso n a c tive ly 

parti c ipated in t he fi r st sixty years of the Conference's 

existence . Few other men were as intima t e with the 

Co nf erence ' s a f fair s as was David Ph ilipson. He was in ma ny 

way s a "rabbi's r abbi. " Through his position s at llebrew 

Unio n Colle ge and in the Union of Ame rican Hebrew 

Co ngregations, Phili ps on both helped to train rabbis as wel l 

as t o provide resources for them. Within the forum of 

America n rabb is , itself, however, Philipson was a n eq ually 

active ~d signific~ personage. This provided h im his 

most important power base: Phi l i pson's standing among his 

peers was a great sourc e of influence. He wa s par t of an 

i nner circle of powerful Class ical Refo rm-minded, mostly 

midvestern rabbis who were the leaders o f Amer ica ' s r efo rm 

... 
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r abbis . Within this ''club" Ph ilipson was very powerful , end 

had a hand i n directing the C.C.A . R. for decades. 

Ph1l ipson' s insider role in t he Co nfere nce bega n at the 

association' s bi rth. Isaac Wise used Phil ipson es his agent , 

in ca lling the confere nce together in Detroit i n 1889.35 At 

that ga the r i ng Phil i pson was elected the Co nference ' s first 

Correspo nding Sec r etary, end i n fulfilling the duties of 

that office he stayed i n busy communication wi th his 

colleagues. He also edited th e Confe r e nce' s first 

yea rb ooks.36 Philipson ' s ear l y years in the C.C . A.R. saw 

him ser ve on a number of committees and deliver numerous 

addresses , a nd by 1692 he was e member of t he Co nferen ce ' s 

Executive Committee. In 1894 he was part of a committee of 

th r ee which compi l ed the Union Pray e r Book II , and withi n a 

few more years he wa s i nvolved i n producing the Co n ference'~ 

ed uc ational materials, as well. In 1897 he was reelecte d to 

the C.C .A. R. Execu t i ve Committ ee . 37 In all, the 1890' s were 

a pe ri od of maturati o n and develo pment a mong his co lleagues 

for Dav id Philipson . Beca use of his proximity to the -C.C .A.R .'s president, Isaa c H. Wi se , and because of the 

trust between the two men (despite their tensions), 

Philipson's position i n the Confere nce was somewhat 

catapu lted a bov e that of d'ther, more ~erienced col leagues. 

As long as Isaac Wise remained alive and the pres ident of 

the rabbinical body, Philipson's role as his aide and 

periodic s poke sman afforded him practical experience and 
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knowledge of the Conference's affairs. It also cast him in 

a leadership role vis-a-vis his peers, and brought him into 

the C. C.A . R. ' s in ner circle . 

When Isaac Wise died i n 1900 and the C. C.A.R. began to 

be lead by others , Philipson emerged as one of the 

Co nference's most powerful figures. As an Exec utiv e , 

Committee member and one who wa s fluent in the operations of 

Reform Judaism ' s ot her major orga niza tio ns , Philipson wa s 

especially significant in a management r ole in the 

Co nfer e nce . Its procedures were known to him, and as 

chai r man of numerous committees he often was directing the 

Conference ' s business . At co nventio ns he wa s busy making 

' motions and amendments, asking questions a nd suggesting 

metters be sent to committees . He was a dignified floor 

general , and he made hls voice heard publically on the floor 

as well as privately tn the beck r oom.38 Along with o few 

others , David Philipson s tepped into the void left by Isaac 

Wise ' s death and energetically took command of the Cen tral 

Con ference of American Rabbis . 

One matter Philipson especially took c harge of in the 

fi rs t decade of the twentieth century was the idea of 

fo rm i ng a representative national Jewish o r ganization. 

Following the Russia n pogroms of 1903, Philipso n wested no r--
ti•e in calling for en Am e r ican Jewish Cong res s wh ich would 

speak uni tedly for America n Jewry on behalf of other, 

troubled Jevries . He made his call tvice i n 1903: at the 
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U.A . H.C. meeting in St, Louis, and at the C. C.A,R . 

co nvention in Detroit, 39 Philipson believed s uc h an 

organization was nece ssary, and he cha ired the Co nfer ence ' s 

Committee on Sy nod whi c h was charged with considering end 

planning the matter . Th e i dea was fai rly well-rece ived in 

the C.C .A.R.; the following year in hi s Message of the 

Pres ident, Joseph Krauskopf co nc urred a nd " s trongly 

recommended the fo rmation of a synod. 11 40 

Philipaon's conce pt ion of s uch a national body was that 

it s hould be conv ened end l ead by the powerful lay and 

rabbini c leaders of Reform J udai sm , I t should r eflect a 

Reform Jewish - or American Jewish - creed. lie urged 

cooperation wit h other national organiza t ions towards 

o rgan izi ng s uc h a congress, yet he narrowly sa w only the 

IJ.A.11. C. and 11.ll.C. as the ot her, wo rthy, majo r institutions 

to be consulted. Of co urse, f rom his viewpoint these were 

t he most so l id , e s tabli s hed o r ga ni zations , but th ey did not 

at all represent a ll of Ameri can Jewry. Phil i pson n~glected 

t o conside r involving t he East Coas t Jewish establishment, 

leader s of Orthodox or the still amorphous Conservative 

Jewry, or the Eastern European co nstituency which was 

massing in New York. In stead , his vision was to try to 

further enfranchise Reform Jev.r..y as the d?lll'ttlant Ameri c an 

Jewry and as the American Jevish voice, as well as to save 

off the growing influence of the other constituencies i n 

American Jewish life. His movement was destined to fail due 

-.. . 
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to its narrow base of s up port. In thi s episode, Philipson 

revealed his relat i vely provinc ial Reform Jewish positi on • 

. Although his idea did garner some suppor t in the Conferen c e 

for a few years, the synod movement disintegrated , o nly to 

be revived by o th e r s in 1906 with t he ca llin g of the 

Ameri can J e wish Committee. Ph i lip son' s failure was not d ue 

to a lack of vl Rion , ~ut d ue to t oo narrow a vi sio n a nd too 

limited a co nsti tue nc y of s upport.41 

• 

As hi s influe nce and C. C. A.R . prominence grew, David 

Philipson was elected Co nference Vi ce President in 1905 al 

the age of 42 . Th is meant that following his two year te rm 

in that office, he would nea rl y auto.matlcally be ele c t ed the 

Conferen ce ' s next president . At the C.C.A.R. ' s 1907 

c onvention in Fr a nkfur t , MichiRa n, Philipson was ele c ted the 

C.C.A.R. ' s f i fth president. Philips on' s Zio nis ti c 

antagonist , Max Heller, wa s elected vice president, but only 

after Moses Gri es, t he c hairman of the Nominations Committee 

a nd Philipson ' s close friend, received the president-elect's 

a pproval and assurance of good rel a tions.4 2 

Philipson ' s two-ye a r t e rm as C. C.A.R. president was 

replete vith controversy and creativity . In many way s 

during his presidency, the Co nfe rence reflected Philipson's 

ow n personality and agendas: publishing, ideological _ 

polemics, Jewish un iversalism, and i nvolvement in nat io nal 

affai r s all c haracterized the C.C .A.R. from 1907 to 1909. 
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More than anything else . Phill pson' s first year as 

pres).dent wa s h igh lighted by an emphasis on publishing. ln 

addition to escalated sa les of its al r eady available 

publications, t he Union Prayerbook , Hagadah , ttymnal, and 

s pecia l ser vi ce books , t he Conference a l so pr oduced and 

disseminated reprints of Confe r ence paper s and a pamphlet, 

" The Bible in the Public Sc hools , " and planned to 

extensively enter the tract-wri ting business . 43 

The Co nf e r e nce ' s first tract had been wr itten that 

yea r. Philipson hoped to use it a nd a second tract which he 

would wr ite the follo wing yea r , as a spri ngb oard for 

lau nc hing t he Co nf e r ence i n to the regular production o( 

t ra cts . He c l ai med it once had be en I s aac Wise's hope that 

the C. C. A.R. produce educatio nal trac t s as a propagandizing 

too l, en d that t he time had come to follow th r ough o n Wise's 

aspiration. After a lengthy co nventio n-f l oo r di sc ussio n -

h1Ahl1Rhted by fi r ewo rk s between Heller and Philipson , who 

each tried to maneuver the issue to gain advant age for their 

r espective Zioni s t o r a n ti-Zio nist positions - t he 

Conference did c ommit it se lf to produci ng trac ts under its 

own name. The C.C . A. R. would not openly ce nsure o r delimit 

any writer's opinions , instead, that wo uld be done i n the 

private , beck room~4 For Ph t'l1;son, the e ntran ce of the 

Conference i nto the tract-publish i ng are na gave h i m another 

outlet for hi s views , and a lso another literary enterprise 

to s upe rinte nd . To a degree , this would be his "baby" : the 

.. . 
J 
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following year after he ci r c umvented the Committee on Tracts 

so as to hastily publish his own tract, "The Jew in 

America ," he smugly bore the wrath of an angry lleller who 

cha rg e d Philipson with subverting due process and misusing 

executive power.45 Nevertheless, the tract projec t was 

born , end Philipson kept a hand in it for years thereafter. 

He later cal l ed initiating the tract program one of th e most 

important achievements of his presiden c y.46 

In addition to tract-writtnR, Philipson also hoped to 

launch the C. C.A. R. i nto two additional l ite r ary ventures. 

lie proposed in his Message of the President that the 

Conference undertake the production of a literary annual 

which would include Conference papers and other sc holarly 

works. He hoped to e nter the realm which would be vacated 

when the Jevish Quarterly Review ceased publication , as it 

announced it would sho rtly do . Unfort unat el y , Philipson 

failed to s uf ficie ntly prepa r e either a prospectus or 

support, and the idea did not materiali~e . 47 Philipson's 

other publishing pro ject did succeed, however. 

Disturb ed by the absence of a Jewish English 

translation of the Hebrew Bible, one year earlier the 

Conference had begun negotiation s with Oxford University 

Press to produce a speci&l volume of/'"t1\e Revised Version of 

the Bible . Although the Jewish Publication Society had been 

"working" on a new Bible translation for some fifteen years, 

its method was cumbersome and nau ght but a translation of 

... " 
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the Psalms had been produced.48 The Oxfo rd Press volume 

would include emendations and e n appendix to mak e the text 

more agreeable to Jewish r eader s. 49 Late i n 1907 , howe~er , 

Philip so n re cei ved a lett e r from Mayer Sul z be r ger , Chairman 

of the Jewish Publ icatio n Society ' s Publication Committee , 

s ugges ting that th e J .P. S . j oin t he C.C .A . R. i n the la tter ' s 

project . The J .P. S . saw a fr u itful opportunity, a nd 

Phi lip son wa ste d no time i n agreeing to co ns ider the 

ma tter.SO 

It wa s not long before the pro j e ct cha nged s hape. 

Sulzberge r thought it wo uld be better to attempt a 

thoroughly Jewish Bib l e transla tio n , and he and Cy ru s Adle r 

began d rawing up plans . By early Feb ruary, 1908 , Ad l e r had 

a fairly c omprehensi ve sc heme put toget her: t he C. C. A. R. 

on ly had to s us pend its negotiations with th e Oxford Press . 

Adler felt that should the C. C.A.R. si ngularly di r ect the 
• 

P[Oject , the translation might e nd up too parochial and not 
~ 

be satisfactory to all Jews. The Conference , o n the other 

hand , believed that the endeavor should be undertaken by a 

rabbinical body . 51 A compromise betwee n the Publication 

Society end the Con ference loomed attractive: the Society 

had access to money , a publishing apparatus intact, and a 

fairly wide base of s upport; the Conference could insure 
~ 

wider distribution of the work through the congregations and 

rabbis it influenced, it could raise money and support, and 
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it gave a quasi-imprimatur to the task. In mid February , 

1908, Philipson and Adler met to consider a joint project. 

In their deliberations, David Philipson and Cyr us Adler 

considered particulars of the plan. The matters which thOtY 

addressed included who would use the new verslon, who would 

prepare it , and wh e n it would be completed. They agreed o n 

a joi nt committee of five men , later increased to seven -

three from each body and one additional person - to do the 

work. The additional person would be che editor-in - chief. 

Apparently , Cyrus Adler had predetermined that the seventh 

man should be Max Margolis, the unquestioned luminary in 

Bibl1~al exegesis who had had hi s difficulties at H.U . C. 

j ust a year earlier. Although Philiplon later took credit 

for magnanimously suggesting Margolis for the job, the 

records indicate a different scenario . This was Adler' s 

doing. Two weeks earlier in his proposal to the J . P.S . 

Publ ication Committee , Adl e r had p r oposed Margol is : now he 

had to sell Philipson, and therefore, the Conference, on the 

man. 52 At t heir session , Adler asked Philipson "whether 

Professor Margolis was satisfactory to his body as the 

pe r son to do the principal wor k and be chief editor. 11 53 

Philipson was somewhat trapped. Clearly Adler was in the 

ca tbird seat: the project as des~d was mostly to be 

carried out under J.P. S . a uspices; the Confere nce hsd more 

to gai n from cooperation than did the Publication Society. 

Philipson coul d see that Adler had conceived the plan well. 

-
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All Philipson could do was attest t o Margoli s ' sc holarly 

credential s, comment on the difficulty there might be i n 

workin g with him, and promise to co nsi der the matter. For a 

gentleman like Philipson , that was nearly tantamount to 

agreement. Although he solicited hi s Executi ve Board for 

advice , he would not let Margolis become the monkey wr ench 

in what promised to be a glo ri o us project . lie would 

overcome the c hallenge and demonst r ate laudabl e magnanimity 

in his handlin g of the matter , e ven if he had to blow his 

own horn. A quarte r ce ntury later, he skewed the history 

and took credit for suggesting Hargolist54 

That winter , Philipson lobbied the C. C.A.R. Exe c utive 

Committee and gai ned support for the joint program. It had 

become - on the C .C.A . R. side - Philipson ' s pet project.SS 

By July 1, 1908 , when he delive r ed his Message o[ Lhe 

President, Philipson could claim nearly the unanimous 

support of the Executive Committee. lie recommended that the 

Conference endorse the cooperative project , whi ch it did. 56 

Philipson then appo1tited himself as one of the Confe r ence ' s 

three representatives to t he Board of Editors (a long with 

Kaufmann Kohler and Samuel Schulman), and devotedly 

participated in t he project thro ugh its completion. It 

vould be one of'"his claims ~fame, and made him a 

contributor to a very un i que and significant project in the 

history of Amer ican Jewry. Although he did very little, if 

any creative vork (this was mostly Margolis' province), 

• • 



Philipson still prided himsel f for initiating, 

administering, and supporting the project. 

0 
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What was David Philip son ' s role in pr od ucing the J.P . S . 

English Bible translation after all? Although he c ons i der e d 

it the singularly most outstanding e ven t of his C. C.A . R. 

presidency, 57 it really only ca me into Philipson ' s lap by 

way of c oincidence. Philipson was fortunate t o be in the 

right place at the right time. The Co n ference hod begun 

planning the Oxford Uni versity collaboration the year before 

PhJllpson assumed the presidency , a nd he had not been made a 

member of that negotiation committee. Tha t c har ge belonged 

to Rabbis Cries , Sc hulman, Franklin and Enelow , all friends 

of Philipson.SB Philipson only became di r ectly involved in 

the matter once Sul2berger and Adler broached thei r 

cooperative ve nture with him. Aside from t he element of 

coincidence, surely Philipson ' s familiarity with and 

devotion to Jewish scholarly publication was helpful, but 

not crucial. li e was not irreplaceable In the enterprise: 

any other man who might coincidentall y have been C. C.A. R. 

president when such an offer was made would surely have 

j u•ped at the offer. The irreplaceable men wer e Adler, 

Sulzber ger , Margolis and Jacob Schiff , who provided the 

funds. C. C.A.R":" president~ome and go. Philipson did 

contribute enthusias• and ambition, however. The project 

accorded with hie own self-interest and his goals for the 

Co nferen ce , and he therefore pushed it . He wanted it to be 

.... 
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a success, so he mollified the tensions on the Board , and he 

helped keep the project rolling through fundraising and 

lobb ying until it wa s completed . Yet, overal l, Philipson 

made the best out of a coincidental ' opportunity. It gave 

his presidency a signal achievement. 

An additional signifi cant achievement of Philipson's 

first year as C. C. A. R. president was his focussing the 

Conference on aiding the Falashas of Ethiopia. In his 

presidential message of 1908, Philipson recommended that the 

Co nference express its sympathies for efforts to rejudaize 

the relatively recently r edis cove red £thiopian Jews. 59 He 

claimed that it wa s a religious task and that t he Conference 

ought to be on reco rd supporting effor ts to aid these fellow 

Jews. Years later when assistance for Falashas became a 

matter of emergency , support committees could look back and 

see that Philipson had publically supported the Beta Yisrael 

even before the issue had become substantial.60 

Philipson's second year es C.C.A.R. president involved 

more controversy than did his first year. Matter s came to a 

head surround ing the planning for t he 1909 convention. 

Philipson planned to make that meeting a showcase for 

Universalistic Judaism, end under the pretext of celebrating 

the centen~ of David Einhorn's birth , Philipson proposed 

to hold the conference in November in New York City. 

Philipson would take hie show right to his adversaries' 

stronghold. Judah Hagnes was the rabbi at New York's Temple 
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Eman u-El a nd a Zio nist . as we l l. lie feared Philipson' s 

anti-Zionist invasion. Magne s tr ied to block Ph1lipson ' s 

plan on grou nds that a November meeting woul d 

unconstitutionall y st r e t c h the du r ation of Phi l ip s on • s 

presidency to more than two years , because Philipso n had 

assumed the post in July, 1907 . I n checki ng the C. C. A.R. 

co nsti t ut io n, Philip so n disc~vered that t he rule s forbade 

anyone from holding t he posi t ion for more tha n t wo terms -

not two years - end he si lenced the a nge red Magne s . lie the n 

proc eeded to bring the C. C.A.R . to Ne w York City for wha t he 

called " an anti-Zionist Co nfer ence ."6 1 

As ide from l cs location and planning , the 1909 C. C. A.R . 

conventi o n i ncluded some other exciting elements. First of 

all, Philipson wa s very proud that the gathering boasted the 

la r gest atte ndance of a n y co nvention th e n to date.6 2 Of 

course , thi s wa s largely due to its being held in New Yo r k , 

but the la r ge crowd certainly con tr ibuted to the e nergy a nd 

enthusiasm of the metropolis meeting . Asid~ from t he 

attention to Einhorn's centennial. Philipson addressed 

co ntrover sia l issues immediately in his pr esi dential 

a ddress . li e unwaveri ng l y declared t he mee t ing to be a 

pr esentation of Refo rm Judaism a nd ga ve notice to those 

out side o f the crassical ReCr: sta nce: "No sentimenta l 

r omanti cism , no hazy obscurantism , no artificial medie~alism 

can prevent t he eventual triumph of the liber a l movement , 

-
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however much they may seem to retard it momentarily."6 3 He 

c o n t i n u e d , a n d c o n.f r o n t e d t h e Z i o n i s ts h ea d - o n : 

••• in these days of ou r s there are 
individuals posing as Jewish leaders, 
and many of their followers who would 
reduce the religious element to the 
vanishing point and make of Judaism a 
policy of statecraft , a racial 
aggregate , a charity organization 
socie ty, or what not . We here in this 
convention assembled , howeve r else we 
may interpret the sid e issues that 
combi ne i n making up the Jewish 
composite agree in the religiou s 
connotation of ) he terms Jew and 
Judaism . Thi9 meeting is a 
demonstration of that supreme fact.64 

Phi llpson whipped up his op position. Max Heller wasted no 

time attacking him in an angry editorial fo r the Israelite, 

e ntit led "Partisanship in Office . " Philipson then retorted, 

equally vehemently . 65 In all, Philipson ' s anti-Zionist 

fireworks in New York City probably benefitted nobody. Both 

sides were well-represented, and nothing novel was 

presented. 

Phil ipso n did reveal another matter which was new and 

cont r oversial in his presidential address, and which rea c hed 

a far larger a udie nc e than he would have expected. Just 

before the convention, news was released about Jewish 

i n v o l v em en t i n w h i t e s 1 a v e t r a f f i c • Ph U i p son. u s e d h i s 

address to urge the Co nfer e nce to publica-lly condem~wish 

participation in vice,66 but he was startled when the 

Committee on President's Message decided to ignore the 

recommendati on . The committee preferred to follow the 
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rabbinic dictum, shev v'al ta 'aseh , sit tight and do not 

make an issue. Philipson was aggravated beca use other 

Jewish O~Jl~t ~s were decrying the e vil, but the rabbi s 

feare d e xpos ing to the publi c t he v il la inous s id e of some 

immoral Jews . They had a reaso n t o f ear , t o a degree: the 

con vent io n was co ve r ed by the press. As it wa s , despite the 

committee ' s unwillingn ess to s upport a publi c decla ra tio n, 

a n As soc iat ed Press r e porter who had atte nded Phi lip so n' s 

address r e por ted o n the president' s wo rd s . Thu s , the 

Co nference unwittingly was on r ecord chastising Je wish white 

sla ve pa nder e r s .6 7 

It also was a~ t he 1909 co nventi o n that the C. C. A. R. 

passed tts re so lut ion dec l aring th a t mixed ma rr iages 

( inter fa ith mar r iages) a r e contra r y to the tradition of 

J udaism e nd o ught to be disc our aged . Ref l ect ing o n the 

delibe r ations su rro unding that r eso luti on , Philipson 

recalled some twe nt y years later , " [ have attend ed a ll the 

meeti ng s of the Confe r e nce bar ri ng three , and I recall no 

discussion more interesting or more excited t han the debate 

whi c h ensued • •• " 68 Philipson did not t ake a ce ntral 
r' 

pos ition in the discussion , r ather, he chaired the sessions 

and used the powers oC his pr esidency and personality to 

maintain order. It wa s not easy. - The debate~ l ong , a nd 

at time s, bitter. A s trongly wo rd ed resolut io n pre se nted by 

the powerful Rabbis Samue l Sc hulman a nd Wi l liam Rosenau , 

declaring that rabbi s ought not to of ficiate at a marriage 
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with mixed par t ners, was rejected fo r the more o pe nly 

phrased proclamation. The t r ansc r ibed discussions occupy 

flftee n pages in the C. C.A.R. Yearbook. The debates needed 

fi rm contro l , a nd Philipson provided it.69 lie wa s gratiJied 

by the o u tcome for he personally opposed mixed marriage s . 

lie felt that one of two thing s tran s pi r ed in homes o f mixed 

marriages: the r e ei t he r was indiffe r en c e to r e l ig ion o r 

dissension. " Neither of the s e I c an countenanc e , " he 

wrot e . 70 Nearly four dec ades later a t the 1947 t .C.A.R. 

co nvention in Montreal when th e Conferen c e was co ns id erin g 

rewording it s r esolution, repl ac ing "dis c oura ge d" wtrh 

"f o rbid" , Philip s o n ros e and defended th e 1909 f o r mul nt l on. 

After so much effort had gone into fo r ging the e a rl ie r 

do c ument, he wa s unwilling to let it be has tily r e mad e . 

After the new motion was defeat e d and the 1909 re so lution 

unanimously r eaffi r med , Philipson certa i nly mu s t ha ve fe lt 

great l y valtdated.71 

Followi ng ~is terms as C. C. A. R. p r e s ident , Philipso n 

continued to be a ve r y powe r ful and s i gnifi cant fi g ur e in 

t he Co n fe r e nce . In fact, th e next t wo decades were 

Philipson' s most powerful pe ri od i n the C. C.A. R. P. xcepting 

C.C.A .R . presiden ts Hex Hell er (1909-19 11 ) and Lo u is 

Grossman (19 17-19 19 )._.,neithe r of;wt<om Philipso n was ve r y 

friendly with, nine of the ne xt twelve Conference presidents 

appointed David Philipson to chair the impo rtant Committ e e 

on President's Heasege for at l east one of t heir two 

.. . 
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twi ce , in 1912 and 1913.72 Additionally, when he was not 
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c hairing the committee he often was a member . Philipso n was 

so lidly within the Conference ' s inner c irc le. In many ways, 

he was a confidant , cou nse lor and su ppo r te r of the heads of 

the organizati~n . 

Up to and through the per iod of th e Gr eat War , 

Philipson not only wa s powerful and re spec ted by his 

col l eag ues , but his demeanor was more friendly and 

collegial. Often he demo ns trated conce rn for his fellow 

C. C.A.R. members . Once he argued on the floor of the 

co nventi o n against r efer ring a commit t ee ' s report to a 

spec ial committee for fear it would insult the origi nal 

commit tee. Othe r times he helped col l eag ue s through 

personal crises .7 3 lie was a rabbi' s rabbi, at least through 

the War . Following the War things cha nged . The tabl e -

turning Ba lf o ur Declaration , Ho r genstern ' s climb to 11.U.C. 

power , the establ i s hment of Stephen Wise's Jewish Institute 

of Religion a nd t he unrelenting efforts of the Zionists 

brought c hange , and the American rabbinate r eflected i t and 

Philipson began expe r ie nci ng symptoms of disassociation. In 

1922 Joseph Stolz wrote to Philipson r ega rdin!, that year 'J--' 

C. C. A.R. convent ion: " I missed you very much at the 

Confere nce and I am very sorry that you did not come • •• • 

Henry Cohen , Frisch • •• and I remained as a savi ng remnant.tt74 

With aging and s lipping out of the mainstream currents, 



234 

Philipson became bitter and l ess co ll egia l, altho ugh he 

always remained courteous, professional and respec ted. 

Philipson remained powerful as well. During the years 

of World War I he chaired t he C.C .A.R. Committee on Cnur c h 

and State, and under his leadership he built it into a more 

vigorous committee than it ever hod bee n. lie organized the 

members into geographic r egions to keep a vigil for 

infraction s of se paration of c hurch and sta te, and when that 

proved insufficient to meet the task , Philipson o r ~anized 

sta t e representatives to watch over their territories. lie 

also actively co rresponded with Louis Marshall of the 

American Jewish Committee and Adolf Kraus of the B'nai 

B'rith's Anti-Defamation Leag ue to c oo perate with their 

efforts.75 

At the same time, C. C.A.R. Pr esident Moses Gries 

appointed Philipson to take over the c hairmansh1p of the 

Commi ttee on Prayer Book Re vision. This committee had been 

estab l ished in 1908 with Max Heller as chai rman , but by 19 13 

when Gr ies a ppointed Phili pson nearly nothi ng hod bee n 

accompllshed.76 Philipson was the likely choice to head 

this impo r tant committee. At the first C. C.A.R. convention 
) 

in 1890 he wos appointed to the origi~el Union Prayer Book 

Committee , e nd frdW then unt tr-19 13 he wa s involved in the 

eompil&tion, editing and rev isio n of the U.P . B.77 He ha d 

much publishing and acholo rly e xperience. Add itionally, 

Phili pson wee very aware of the signi fica nce of the pra ye r 

~ · 
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book: not only wa s it a necessary unifying agent for the 

Conference and the Reform Movement , but it was a major 

source of revenue for the C.C .A. R.78 Moreover, Philipson's 

directing t he project wo uld unseat a Zionist in favor of an 

anti-Zionist, which certainly pleased some in the 

Conference. 

Philipson successfully directed the task to com pletion, 

although he was not without his setbacks and detractors, 

also. In 1916 he had a run-in with the C . C.A.R. president, 

William Rosenau, who co ntended that Philipson and his 

committee were spending too much money. Philipson would not 

cond uct the commit tee affairs by correspondence, but wanted 

meetings. A com promise was forged . 78a In 1918 th e first 

volume was completed , and upon inspection , Rosenau , who was 

no longer C.C.A.R. president, found a good number of er r ors . 

The more traditionally-minded Rosenau especially fo und fault 

with the Hebre w typesetting, and expected ''an avalanche of 

derision" on account of the mistakes and the pall they would 

cast on the Conference ' s credibility.79 A mix-up in 

checking the proofs had caused the problem, and Philipson 

had it promptly co rrected , but not before he responded 

ang rily to Rosenau: 

I do not want either myself o r ttne' ,,_...., 
members of my Committee to be lect ured 
by the officers of the Conference for 
carelessness. 
I very much feel like resigning the 
chairmanship of the Committee and asking 
all the members of the Committee also to 



resign. I am having this under serious 
advisement . SO 
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Despite feeling embarrassed and victimized by the printer, 

Philipson rectified matters wi th Rosena u and co nt inued in 

the task.81 A co upl e year s later, after Volume I wa s 

. 

corrected and the committee was nearly finished with Volume 

II, there wa s a nother imbroglio and Philipson again nearly 

resigned. At the 1920 convention a number of more 

radically-minded members protested the work of Phil ipson and 

his committee , and tied up the floor in a tense discussion . 

Eventually , C. C.A.R. President Leo Frank lin agreed to 

appoi nt a numbe r of the militants to the committee as a 

means o f silencing them. Once on the commi tt ee and under 

Philipson ' s co ntrol, the men calmed a nd the jo b wa s 

finished . 82 The last co nflict wa s in Spri ng , 1922, 

re garding whether to include the full u'netaneh toke f or an 

abridge' version in th~ Union Prayer Book II. Philipson 

dipi;pmatically weathered the s torm by s urveying the 

Committee and then adding the shortened ver Sio n.83 Short ly 

thereafter the revision committee was di scharged having 

completed its assignment, and Philipson was made c hairman of 

an almost identical ly-ma nned Committee on Liturgical 

Literature . 84 Overal l, Philipson found ~his work tiring, 

rather thankless, yet necessary. Despite the rigers, he 

enjoyed being i n the middle of the actio n. After eight 

years of leading the Revision Committee, Philipson had 

produced two updated prayec.J>.ooks. 
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Whe n , 1n 1928 and 1929 there again arose agitation for 

another revision - only a deca de on the heel s of the last -

Philipson would not co ncede to participate. This renewed 

movement wa s led largely by some younger , Zioni st member~ of 

the co nfer e nce, and Philipson actively tried to dissuade his 

colleagues from agreeing t o another revi s ion episode. BS 

Yet, after again circulating a questionnaire to try an d 

elici t the accurate sentiments of the r abbis , and eve n after 

consulting a nd meeting with lay l eade r s from the Union , 

Philipson wa s not able to forge a counter movement to deter 

a new revision . There were some wh o argued that the U.P.B. 

expressed antiquated religious ideas; ~the r s c laimed lt 

spoke in general te rms and complained that i t failed to 

respond to each whim o f the wors hipper s ' hearts . 86 This 

time Philip so n took the critiques personally, and after 

registering his dissatisfactions and objections , he tendered 

his resignation as committee chairman.87 Philipson would 

no t lead the committee and the Confe rence through another 

prayerbook revi s ion , and conseque ntly, through another 

liturgical self-evaluation. Although he did not wish to 

concede to his adversaries , lead by the irrepressible James 

Heller , by resigning his post , he did resign the 

- r. position , but remained active in other spheres of activity. 

One such area of activity was the Commission on Jewish 

Ed ucation , which David Phili pson chaired fo r decades. For 

yea r s he had chaired the indepe ndent Hebrew Sabbath- School 
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Union of America , wh ich upo n his bidding , merged with the 

U.A. H.C . Committee on Sab bath Sc hool s i n 1903 , and late r 
t 

with the C. C. A.R. ' s Rel ig iou s Ed uca tio n Committee to 

eve ntually become the Joi n t Commi ss ion on Jewish Education 

of the C. C.A . R. and the 11 . A.ll. C. The Commission, like the 

c ommittee s whi c h preced ed it , produced cou r ses of 

in st ruc tion for r eligio us sc hool s , publi shed textbooks , and 

helped to train teachers . BS Philipson was th e most natural 

person t o head thi s o r ga ni zatio n: he was on the U.A.11. \. . and 

C. C.A.R. ' s educatlonal c ommittee s , hl s own congr egatio n was 

a member of the ll ebrew Sab ba th - Schoo l Un ion , a l\.d he was in 

Ci ncinnati wh e r e he co ul d act ively chai r t he joi nt 

o r ganizat io n. 

Pbilipson ' s role wa s as an oversee r and a liaison. lie 

rl l rec ted the o ve r all thru s t s of th e orga n i zati o n t hrou gh 

co nt acts with its day - to- day ope r ator s , Ge or ge Ze pin and 

Ema nu e l Camoran. Philipso n set l a rger po li cies with hi s 

c ommittee , and seldom i nterfe red i n Ze pin or Gamoran ' s work. 

lie did s tep in to ce ns ur e Camoran when he introd uc ed Jewish 

nati o nalism in hi s affairs , howev er .89 More impor ta ntly, 

Philipson carefully e ngi nee red s upport for hi s Commission. 
(" 

Once , by rearrangin g the Commission's Winter, 193 1, meeting 

to coinci de with t he National Feder.,!tion of te~e 

Sis terhood Exec utive Board Meeting i n St . Louis , Philipson 

allied himself with the vomen and walked a way with a $ 15 , 000 

appropr i ation, e ven though the Depression had brought in a 
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period of financial constraint.90 He regularly r ea d his 

lengthy reports of the Commission ' s achievements (probab l y 

written by Ze pin) to both the Union and the C. C. A.R ., and 

hi s public role was rarel y cont rov ers ial. ~he Comm i ssio n 

was prodigious in its efforts; in 1935 Philipson reported to 

the C. C.A.R.: " ••• this brings ou r total l is t of published 

c urrent it ems to 72, also 44 plays and 14 mimeographed 

pamphlets. " 9 1 The only tensions were with the staff and 

other personnel. 

Gamo ran was always a headache to Ph ilipson . The rabbi 

was on the constant alert l est " Jewish politics" c reep into 

their transactions. Philipson appreciated the fine work 

done by Gamoran , yet he also wished he c ould release th e man 

on accou n t of his nationali sm . Ga moran had sec ur ed th e 

support of Zionist member s o f the Commission , however , a nd 

Philipson had to endure him.9 2 He also had to weath er 

embarrassment. To Philipson's g reat su r prise , in 1930 

Gomoran sneaked an educational manuscript written by Mrs. 

Lee Levinger, a Zionist, past Philipson and the Commission ' s 

readers and had it published , completed with veiled Zio nist 

intimations. The book was dedicated to David Philipson!93 

Overall, Philipson and his rabbinic colleagues on the 

Commisst'on were at~ive to p r oduce what they considered to 

be good , Reform Jewish educational material . Yet, they were 

handcuffed: Refo r m Judaism had no ed ucational experts who 

could equal Camoran. All the ot he r experts were coming f r om 

.I 
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the Zionist hotbed, New York's East Side (i . e . from Samson 

Benderly), so Philipson believed.94 

Anoth e~ tension came from within the rabbinic ranks of 

the Commission. Samuel Schulman, who was powerful and not 

an easy man to wor k with, c haired t he Comm1ssion' s Committee 

on Yo uth Education . In 19 34 Schulman pushed to orga nize a 

nati o nal Reform Jewish youth orga nization, but Phi ltpson 

opposed him. Philipson argued that the local organizations 

were not yet sufficiently organized to su pport a national 

federation.95 Their disagreement escalated and Philipso n 

considered replacing Sc hulman. Better coun sel prevail ed , 

and Philipson agreed to compromise and seek a Youth Director 

to try to o r ganize a more vital youth program . lie placated 

Sc hulman, and saved the Commission f rom engaging in a messy 

feud.96 Although the problem of pr oviding Jewish 

opportunities for the youth troubled Philipson, it was not 

one of his ma jo r focusses in directing the Commission . 

Philipson chaired the Commission on Jewish Education until 

February , 1942, wh e n he wa s designated honorary Chairman for 

life,97 

Throughout the 1920's and later Philipson was i nv olved 

to various degrees in many efforts .!Jf the c.c .~. lie 

chai red its Arb i tration Committee and he lped mediate issues 

between rabbi s and their congregations , he helped the 

Conference in its efforts to purge the movie industry of 

anti-Semitic imager y, and he continued to serve on the 

,I 
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Exec utive Committee .98 Matters remained fairly co lm for 

Philipson until t he end of the decade. At the same time 

that the move for a new U.P. B. r evision was underfoot , 

Philipson wa s nominated and elecled Honorary President of 

the C. C.A. R. Also at thal time , lhe Conf erence was 

embrolled fn it s debate ove r i ncluding "Hatikvah" in lhe 

hymn al . 

ln 19 29 Dav td Philipson was elected Hon o rary Pr esident 

of the Co nfe rcncc . 99 Althou gh he wa s jusl s hy of his 67th 

birthday , he hod been a mem ber of the C. l. .A.R. fo r fo r ty 

years. Ye t,the Co nferen ce had cha ng e d in those years , and 

the fo llowin g year , Philipson ' s ont&Ronisls , l ed again hy 

' James Heller , tried to block his reelection to the honorary 

posl. llel ler and his co l leagues had a number of rea so ns for 

their op posi ti on : they wan ted to prevent Philipson ' s 

presen ce on the Executive Committee (he had not been 

reelec ted t o that committee in 19 28100) e ven if he would not 

have a vote, they wanted to remove the honorific 

acknowl e dgement of Philipso n ' s anti-Zionism , and for Joseph 

S ilverman, it was a personal issue . lie wa s jealous of 

Philipson ' s stature and he wanted to likewise be an Honorary 

President. After ell , it wa s he who s ucceed ed Isaac Wise as 

the Con ference's sec ond president. Ho weve r , Si l(;;'men died 

before the C. C.A . R. could or would honor him. Heller's 

efforts failed. Philipson "called in his chips" and beat 
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his rivol at his own game , and won the reelection to the 

ho no r ary presidency . He &loated abo u t it pr ivatcly.101 

As pleasing ea this "vi c to r y" was for Philipson , it 

would be among his last in the Co nference . The year s 19 30 

and , 1931 saw the "llatikvah" votes , and by 1935 the rabbis 

we r e in the process of preparing thei r new RUidin R 

principles . In 193 5 the Co nferen ce passed it ~ neutrality 

r esolutio n o n Zio nism , and ve ry c lea r ly Phi l ipson stood 

among the old-timers . Althou gh he did enRORe tn some 

counter-polemics and was appointed to the Commissio n o n 

Reevaluation of Reform Judai sm , Philipson's involvement tn 

the c;i.,c.A.R. and its r abbinic/Zionist debates had become 

'--f 
disquieting {or him. Despite the Zioni sm vote , th e 1935 

Conv e n tion also s aw David Philipson elected Ho norary Life 

Member , give an address on the Pittsburgh Confe r ence , and 

again chair the Committee o n Pr esident ' s Message (a s ubtle 

ploy: The Message included a ca refully-worded call to 

ree va luate the position of Re!orm Judaism and set in motion 

the appa r atus to super cede the Pittsburgh Platform : 

Phil ipson was co-opted l 02) . Despite the honors , he could 

no t help bu t wr ite in his journal : " We r e it not that I place 

th e cause above my pe r so n'a l dis l i k e I w o u l d r esign my 

me mbe r ship in the Conferen c e . If thi ngs go ve r y bad l y l may 

s t i ll do so . 11 103 

Ne ve rth e less . Phil i pso n c on ti nued t o be a membe r of the 

Confe r e nce unt i l h is deat h . To lea ve i t wo uld ha ve mean t 

-
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exlle and loneliness. At least the argumentation Ro ve him a 

platform, and he was honored as the senlor mon . The 

dlscourngement was bnlnnced by the honors , he even admlLted 

to himself ,1 04 and Philipson wa s a men who co veted honor s . 

lie remained l oyal to the organization which he hnd helped 

found : his identity was tied up In It. In response to a 

proposal ln 1940 to join with th~ Co nse rvative Rnbblnlcal 

As s embly In s uppor tin g wartime consc ientiou s oblectlng , 

Philipson a r gued against partl cipatlnR on g r ounds of 

Ame r ican patriotism . When the C. C. A.R . neverthel ess voted 

to join the R. A., Phil ipso n Immediately arose and supported 

his col lea gues , declar1ng that wnrtlme was not o Llme for 

disagreement omona rabbi s .I DS At the 194 6 co nventi o n when 

the assembled r abbis learned that the British Hondatory 

Go vernment ln Palestine hod arrested the l eade r s of the 

Ylshuv, Philipson led his colleagues in protesc.1 06 

Philipson even died whil e attending a C. C.A.R. 

co nvention. This symbolized his lifeti~e career. David 

Philipson wa s who he wa s by v1rtue of hi s ce llin g as a 

rabb i . Hi s relatively high s land\ns i n the Jewi s h world 

resultant o f his place among his peers. AlthOUJ\h he was 

respected and honored by his ovn lei ty. and to a certain 
' 

extent, by the larger Reform Jet1sh laity llhich he 

was 

encountered through U.A.H.C. work, Philipson' s position was 

significant because the rabbis treated him specially and 

responded to him as a leader. Although all rabbi s , by 

.... ... . 
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nature, are autonomous in their own realms , within the body 

of Reform rabbis they acknowledge their chiefs. David 

Philipson was one of them. Philipson recognized his uniqu e 

place among his colleagues a nd developed it. ' The honorific 

title, "Deen of American (Reform) Rabbis" was not a misnomer. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

OAVlD PllTLIPSON AND CJ::NTILE RELATIONS 

Halo av echad l ' c hulan u •.• HAve we not all one father? 

(Ma l 2 :1 0) 

The prophet ' s words directed David Philipso n ' s ca r ee r 

with referen ce to i n terfalth relations . They epitomlzed the 

co r e of religious un iversal i sm . Philipson , hims e lf , 

repeated Malachi ' s words time after time: " !lave we no t a ll 

one father? Did not one Cod c r ea t e us ? Why do we break 

faith with Otte another , profaning the cove nant of our 

fathers ? " (Mal 2 : 10) 1 Philipson worked diligently 

througho ut his ca r eer on behalf of good r e lations with his 

gentile ne i ghbor s , and he had a c l ea r se t of princ iple s on 

the matter. 

Philipson undoubtedly learned much rega r ding interfaith 

work from his earliest mentor , Max Lilienthal . Philipso n 

wrote in his biography of h is teacher , "If, as i s frequently 

asse r ted , the Ci nci nnati community is ma r ked by a more 

cordial spirit of fe l lowship between Jews and non-Jews than 

is the case in many other commu nities, this is la r gely due 

without any doubt to t he wo r k of Dr. Max Lilienthal. " 2 As a -s tudent , Philipso n saw the ho nors which Lilienthal r eceived 

fo r his wo r k , a nd he saw t he h igh spirit of Ci nci nnati ' s 

commun ity. li e sa w t ha t Lilientha l "prac ti ced what he 

pr eached , " a nd tha t r e l ig i ous un i versalism £.!.!!. be achie ved, 
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especially when the rabbi reaches out to his ne ighbo r s and 

c onducts himself welt.3 David Philipson conti nued 

Li lienthal' s teachings and efforts in his own ca r eer . 

Philipson's fundamental ethic was a belief in the 

Ameri c an principle of separation of c hurch and state. For 

Philipson thi s American, co ns titutional tenet "was the magic 

touch that made thi s land unique."4 He ca ll e d it th e 

g r eatest achieveme nt of the found e rs of the gover nment, and 

the bri ghtes t jewel tn Columbia' s diadem . When local o r 

national issues would arise which threatened to b r eac h t hi s 

princ iple, Philipson would resort to unrest r a ined polemics 

on its behalf. As an amateur American Jewi s h hi sto ri an and 

a student of Medieval Jewish history, he und e r stood that the 

religious liberties insured to Ameri ca ns made America the 

safe home lt wa s for Jews. It also ignited the s park o f 

Jewish universalism: without a state-controlled re li gion , 

any and all religions could prosper along side one another.S 

The promise of r eligious f reedom in Amer ica wa s 

important to David Philipson for another reason. Philipson 

believed that the source of anti-Semitism lay in fri c tions 

owing to the New Testament account of the crucifixion of 

Jesus. He had learned th is view from Isaac Wise as a 

r-: 
s t u den t , a n d he b e li eve d i t t h r o u g ho u t h i s ca re e r • 6 II e d 1 d 

acknowledge economic and social bases for anti-Semitism, but 

only as secondary and tertiary causes. Within the rubric of 

social causes Phili pson would place racial anti-Semitism , 
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the newer br eed of hate which developed later in Philipson's 

lifetime. Co ncern i ng that issue, Philipson was stymied as 

to how it could be ameliorated. li e hoped that ed ucatio n and 

the good will movement, whJch fostered interaction between 

religions , could dissolve some of the tensions . 7 Yet , again 

he blamed all prejudice on the fundamental Ch r i~ttan 

teachings: " It is amaz.ing that any goodwill towards the Jew 

exists at all in Ch ri stia n ci r c les. This New Testame nt 

account i s the g reate s t handi ca p that the apostles of 

good will between Christians end Jews have to overcome . 11 8 

America ' s promise of r e l igious freedom allowed the 

possibility of melioration. 

Philipson found in the idea of the goodwill mov e ment 

the natural expression of basic American values. lie 

believed that "the real American idea" was that peop le of 

different c reeds could and should live together in pea ce and 

harmony, and insofar as the goodwill movement engendered 

that result, it reflected real Americanism.9 He wrote in 

the early 1920's: 

Hen can believe firmly in the teachi ng s 
of their particular faith and yet be 
ready and willing to grant the same 
right to men of other faiths. to meet 
with them on an equal footing and view 
them as fellow men like unto them in ~ 
right to be even unlike. tfiis is The 
Traditional American viewpoint.IO 

Philipson was thoroughly a religious liberal end genuinely 

maintained an open mind and heart regarding freedom of 

religious expression. 

, 
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Da vid Philipson did maintain some private views of 

Christianity, however. Although he unquallftedly advanced 

the value of the different religions, and he had some very 

good Christian friends, he sometimes wondered about the 

s incerity of some Christians. After sitting through n 

viewing of the movie version of Jesu s ' death, "The King of 

Kings ," replete with its mira c les and legends, and f o ll owin g 

a Chri s tian memorial servi c e with a congregational 

rec ital1on of the irrationa l Arostles' Cre e d, Philip s on 

c ould not help but wonder how intellige nt people c ould 

believe Christian doctrine,11 More over, Christianity' s 

hi s tori c po s ition towa rd s Jews and Judai s m did not enamor 

Philipson o f that rellgion. Addi tiona ll y , the devotee of 

goodwill o bserved Christmas celebrations ln 19 3 1, then 

r e corded in his journal: "The great Christian festival of 

peace and good wfll. Measured by the pr e s e nt state of the 

world whats failure organized Christianity has been. 11 12 Of 

Jesus , the man, Philipson only had the highest to say. lie 

tout ed him as "a mighty spirit and preacher of ma~ificenl 
)\__..,.. .... 

force ; a prophe t d we 11 in g o fl the height&/" l 3 When ca 11 e d 

upon in 1901 to gi ve a statement describing the Jewish 

opinion of Jesus, Philipson responded denying Jesus' 

di v inity and place in Jewish theols>gy , but pz;.«TSing his 

moral teachinga.14 In fact, in 1916 when an inscription 

that was selecte d to be placed over the new cour thou se 

carri ed a highly sectarian tone, Phi li pson objected: "If you 

,.. . 



1 

had sele c t e d a pur e ly ethi cal t e xt that has no possi ble 

co nn ection wi th a n y speci fi c d ogma , t he objectio n ur ged 

wo u ld not ho l d ."1 5 
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Throug ho u t hi s career Philip so n made a po in t o f 

e ngaging i n good wi l l activity. Ea rl y t n his Baltimo r e 

t e nu r e Ph ilipson s poke openly end wi t hout i nvitation agai nst 

religio us pr eju d ices , as you ng rabbis are wo nt to do . As 

ea rl y as 1889 he was elec t ed a Di r ec t or of Cinci nn ati ' s 

nonsecta r ia n Associated Cha r ities , lie actively in vo lv ed 

himself ln the genera l community , but in doi ng so as a rabbi 

he se rv e d t o p r omote lnte rr e l igio us goodwill . 16 I n 1892 he 

was e l ec t ed a membe r of t he Lite rar y Clu b o f Ci nci nn ati 

where men of all fai th s shared opi nio ns , and he r emai ne d a 

membe r al l his life . 17 The highl i ght o f Phi l ipson' s early 

I n te r fai th wo r k und o u bt e dl y came a t t he \~ o r ld ' s PA r 11ament 

o f Rel igi ons at t he 1893 Ch icago Wo rl d ' s Fai r. There he 

s poke on " J udaism a nd the Mode rn S t a t e ." Fo r th e yo un g (30 

year o ld ) r abbi t his was qui te an ho nor, a nd one to whi c h he 

re f erred time a nd again. He e ven mad e a minor s en s atio n i n 

Chi c ago when he rose to defend the nat i ve American rabbinate 

a ga i ns t c harges th a t it was a c ademic ally i nferior t o the 

European rabbinate. In 1894 Philipson opened '"& miniatur~ 

Parliament of Re lig i ons in Cincinnati at the Unity Club with 

his address , "Why I am a Jew." He had carved a ni c he for 

himself in Cinc i nnati ' s l i bera l religiou s c ommunity, and he 

maintained that position all his remaining days.18 
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Ph i l ipson' s acti vities in Jewish-Ch r istia n relation s 

we r e wid e and varied. He was always on th e watc h fo r 

tres passes of good r elations . I n 1898 he used his 

co nn ections with then J ud ge Willi am Howa rd Taft to move an 

initiation meeting of the Phi Be ta Kap pa Societ y fr om t he 

a nti-Semi ti c Avondale Ath l e t ic Cl ub to a neutral loca ti on . 

Two H.U. C. st udents were to be i n itiated and wou\d have bee n 

unab l e to attend . In 1906 wh i l e plan n i ng that year ' s Union 

Thanksgi ving Se r vi ce whi ch was to be he ld a t the brand new 

Rock dale Avenu e Temple, Phi l ipson ope nl y s uppo r ted his men ' s 

club in petitioning t he sc hool s up er int endent to prevent 

sectar i an hymns from be i ng s un g i n public sc hoo l pagea nt s . 

The r esulta nt publi ci t y upset a l ocal Ch r istian cle r gyma n 

wh o led a nu mbe r of Protestant pastors in wit hdraw i ng from 

th e ''Jewis h" Thanksgiving Se rv ice . The fo ll owing fea r 

Philipson contin ued the crusade to r emove Ch r istmas songs 

f#-om the publi ~ schools .1 9 In 1915 , wh e n he was c hairman of 
" 

the C. C.A.R. Committee on Church and State , Philipson and 

hi s rabbin ic colleag ue , Jo s eph Kornfeld of Co lumbu s , Ohio , 

teamed to oppose an Ohio legis lative action whi c h wo uld have 

provided for Bible readi ng in the publi c sc hools . Philipson 

o pposed t he bill for fear that1 it would lead to 

secta ria niz i ng the school s . Although he, Xornf e ld ·a nd 
~ 

others watched as the m~a s ur e failed in 19 15, Philipson had 

to repeatedly keep his gu~rd up , a nd made similar 

prot esta~ions to Bible-in-school bill s in 1922 a~d 19 25 .20 _,,-
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Philipson remained on a constant watch to safeguard his 

precious principle of separation of church a nd state , and , 

to protect against outward anti-Semitism. ll is wat ch 

jncluded defe ndin g Judaism f r om c ha r ges of being sym pethetlc 

to Comm unism , st riking at the Ch r lstian Science movement for 

its denigration of the Jews. mon i toring and worki ng with 

executives of the movie industry lo pro tect against antJ

Sem itism In film s , worklnA with the Cincin nati Publi c 

Libra r y to keep the " Protocols of the El ders o f Zion " an d 

the Dearborn I ndepe nd e n t off the s helve s , and joining on 

interfaith condemnation of tasteless fi l mmake r s - inc lud inR 

Jewish producers - so as to prevent outcries that Je ws are 

immora1. 21 Philipson took this burden upon himself, and 

worked sometimes tirelessly on behalf of Jewish welfare and 

better r elatio ns. li e was followinB in Lil lenthal ' s 

footstep s . 

The mid to late l9 20 ' s we r e a per iod of heigh t e ned 

activi t y for David Philipson in positive aspects of 

i nterfaith efforts . I n many ways this work was a knee-je rk 

r eaction to r eligious prejudices ear li e r in the decade. The 

midd le of the Twent ies sa w the development of the Amer ican 

Association on Religion in Univer s ities and Colleges. It 

was Philipson's and others' bel ie f th!n educatio,r-;:;;s the 

too1 for e r a d icat i ng prejudice . Therefore , this 

organization which was aimed at teaching young people about 

religion seeme~ an answe r to the need. Philipson labored 



hard for the As sociation with the hope of establlshi11Q 

no nsec tarian schools of r e ligi o n at majo r un iversitie s to 

teac h about religion, per se , end the various denomination , 

as well. Philipson wa s grat if ied when the pilot profcc t 

fared we ll at Iowa City. When the Association' s ene r geti c 

director took 111 around 1930 . the program disinteg r ated , 

however . 22 

In 192 9 Philipson became involved in the young Notional 

Con ference of Jews and Chri s tians . The Conf e r ence wa s 

organizing in terfait h r oun d tables and semi nars and Philipson 

wa s bu sie r tha n e ve r atte ndi ng the e vent s . fie was the 

pri11 c iple Jew is h speake r at t he Co nference's f irst three-day 

sem in a r i n New Yo rk City ln 1929 . 23 He said i n a se rmo n ln 

1932 : 

Never before as in t his day did men and 
wome n of var ious religious be lief s meet 
so frequently in conferenc e a nd 
discussion as in this day of our s . 
These meetings for the enhancement o f 
goodwill and the encouragement o f bett e r /'' 
understanding constitute the fi nest 
agency imaginable for the le sseni ng of 
religious prejudices and the removal of 
religious bigotries .24 

Actively , PhilipsoQ served as a liaison between Reverend 

Everett R. Cli nchy , the Conference 's sec retary a nd moving 

spirit , and AlfreJ M. Cohen ,~e Bene Israel officer and 

president of the B'nai B'ritb. In 1929 when the j ury was 

still out on the National Conference: Philipson advised 

Cohen to maintain B'nai B''r'ith support of it and its 

goodwill efforts. "The light w~ll s pread gra dually , '' he 

~ · 
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sa i d . The B' noi B'r i th d id co nti nu e to wo r k wi th Cli nchy , 

a nd Ph i li pso n remai ned a n lntermedia ry. 25 Ph i l i pso n a nd 

Cli nc hy de ve l o pe d a res pectf ul, a pprec i ative colleog ueshi p 

af t e r years of wo rking wi th a nd s up por ti ng one another. At 

Philipson ' s r eti r eme n t din ne r, Re ve r end Clinchy de l i ve r ed 

o ne of the t wo main testimonia l add r esses . 26 

Phi l ipson' s effectiveness in i n terfaith wo r k was 

' a ugme n ted beca use , l ike Lil i e ntha l, he had c u lti vated 

co ntacts in the ge n t il e comm unity dur i ng the le ngth of hfs 

ca ree r. Philipso n especial l y had a fine relationship wi t h 

his fel l ow liberal clergymen in Ci ncinnati. Revere nd George 

A. Thaye r of the Unitarian Ch u r c h was perhaps the closest of 

1 Philipson ' s gentile cle r gy friends. Thei r theo l ogies and 

world vie ws were fa irl y simila r, a nd they worked togethe r on 

nu me r o us boa r ds and pr ojec t s fo r decades . Additionnlly , 

Wil l iam ll oward Taf t was a Unita ri a n, a nd t h r o ugh the ir 

con nectio ns e nd mu t ual r espect , Philipso n was i nvited by 

Taf t t o ad d ress the Ame r ica n Uni t aria n Association' s 1Ql 9 

conv e nt io n i n Boston. Phil ipso n ca l led it a ''high spot i n 

hi s ca r ee r. 11 27 

Phil i pson' s r e l atio ns wi t h Ca t ho l ics ve r e not as wa r m, ... 
bu t we r e e q ua ll y r espectful and ef fic a ciou s . He was 

respec t e d by Ci nc innat i ' s Cath o l ic h i erarc hy, and ,,a s on e of ;--

the f e w, i f not th~ sin gular, non-Cat hol ic c lergyman i n town 

with whom Archbishop Hc Nic holas would assent to cooperate . 

There were times when interfaith programs wer e be ing planned 
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and the Ca tholi c representative would be prevented from 

attending the event. David Philipson was sent to see the 

primate . In 1932 when the best-selling author , Abbe Dunnet , 

was to speak at the Wise - Rockdale Open Forum, it was 

s uddenly l earned that Dunnet wa s forbidde n to speak . 

Ph ilipson met with Mc Ni c hola s and in two hours t he decision 

was r eversed. Likewise, in 19 33 , for the anti-Nazi r al l y In 

Ci ncin nat i at whi ch a Protestant minister was to be th e 

c hairman , the Archdiocese again balked on gran ting 

permission for a Ca tholic repre sevtative to attend. After e 

meeting with Philipson , the Archbishop , l<now n a s a " narrow 

chu r chman, " a$ain cha nRed his mind.28 

Philipson's success is pr obably attributable to a 

number of causes. First of all , he ca r efully presented 

himself as a gen t lema n . lie wa s not known as a hothead , but 

as a dignified, co urteous man. lie would not be offensive or 

i ntimidatin g in manner . He was an "uptown Jew ," and he was 

c ultured. Thus , he wa s able t o c ultivate good r elations 

with the Catholic leaders and be a trusted neighbor . He 

worked hard t o build these bridges , for he recogni2ed the 

possible good - for both sides - that wou l d come. In 1919 
~ .. 

he spoke at a Ci ncinnati dinner tendered to Cardinal Desire 

Joseph Mercier of Belgium , and delivered an ele.quent r--
address. A decade later at an interfaith dinner a guest 

said to Phi l ipson, '' • • • we Catholics can never forget your 

remarkable address at the dinner in honor of Cardinal 
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Hercier •. • •• 29 As Philipso n l ea rn ed from the diploma t. Max 

Li li e nthal , it pays to develop friendly relations with one ' s 

neighbor s . Additionally, the Catholics may have believed 

that Phi lip so n wielded more power tha n he actun l ly did. lie 

was very public in Ci nci nnati , and it WAS know n that he had 

national contacts . To a no n-Jew who operates out of a 

hie rar chical religious system and who may not be intimate 

with the a ut onomous structures within American Jewry , 

Philip son may have appeared mo r e influential antl powerful 

than he wns. 

Philipson did have some fail ur es with the Catholic s . 

especially in the late 1910's tn regard to responses to 

llltler. li e work e d hard cal lin g o n rabbis and othe r c l ergy 

to be outspoke n in protest to Nazism, yet he encounte r ed 

some c l osed doors wit h the Cat holi cs . When a Ca tholi c 

chu r chman replied in 1934 ''t hat t he Je ws had not eve r he lp ed 

Catholics , why shou ld the latter help th e Jews , " Philipso n 

wrote and published a bri ef catalogue of Jewish assistance 

to perse c uted Cet holics.30 By 1937 Ph ilipson was frust r ated 

with the Ca th o li cs o n a ne w front: he wrote in hi s d ia r y , 

"It ls notorious that th e Ca tholi c Church i s in s ympathy 

with t he fascist powera. 11 3 1 The Spani s h Ci vi l Wa r in 1938 

did not he lp matters . eit he r. Tha~ year Phil1tf>'!t1S'n had to 

ed uca te Cardinal HcNicholes to the truth that not ell Je ws 

we r e commu ni sts, a nd that J udaism is no t a communis t i c , 

anti-democrati c rellgion.3 2 

... . 
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Al though he mai ntained a positive out wa rd demeanor 

towa r ds h is gentile neighbors , Philipson did privately 

harbo r some r ese rvations . Besides being bothe r ed by the 

intri nsic relig io us a nti -Semitism of the New Testament , 

Philipson had othe r conce rn s , as well. In 1928 , in the 

middle of active good will campaigninR . Philipson lamented to 

his friend, Alf r ed M. Cohen : 

Of co ur se anything that can be done 
toward furthe rin g good will s hould be 
done , but personally I do not believe 
t ha t in their hearts all of these 
Ch ristian ministe r s e r e will in g to 
acknowl edge the absol ute equality of 
Ch r istia ns a nd Jews as men . When all Js 
sai d they look u po n J udai sm as a n 
i nf erior reli gio n and that the Jews must 
become co nv er t ed to Christianity in 
order to f ulfil l what they cel l the 
propheclea.33 

That same yea r he recorded i n his jou r nal: 

I have come to the rel uc tan t concl usion 
t hat a ll t hese i nt e rreligi o us mo veme nt s , 
whil e being magnificent gestu r es of 
fellowship , a r e not reall y effecti ve . 
The Protestants co ns id e r th is a 
Prote stant co un t r y a nd p r oceed o n that 
ass umption. 34 

Philipson s trove for de cades on behalf of 

interreligious goodwill out of a nearly messia nic co nvi ctio n 

that this was the task of the day. He d i d not desi re to 

c han ge the religiou s views of his nei ghbors, rather he 
- r 

labored to build a commun!ty of tolerance, respect and 

ha rm ony. He fe lt t hat e ducatio n wa s t he i nst rument of 

amelioration . Pre j udi ce was the re s u lt o f ignorance of 

one ' s neighbor s , he believed. The refor e , interfai th 
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interaction also was critical . National movements s uch as 

the American Association o n Religion in Un iversities and 

Co l leges , as well as Clinchy ' s organization, buoy e d 

Philipson and pro v ided him with needed com patriq.ts in the 

s truggle . It was not a strugg le whi ch co uld be won in any 

one ge neration, however. It ls ongoing : although In his own 

day and in his own geog r aphic r egion, Da vid Ph ilipson dld 

labor g reatly and with a measu r e of success to improve the 

religiou s relations in his community. With no pretense to 

modesty, in 1937 Philipson reflected on his own care er in 

interfaith work: 

T have aimed constantly to bring about 
an e n tente cordiale between Jews and 
non-Jews in t his city . And in this, I 
feel , I have r e nd ered good service . It 
ls gene r ally acknowledged that tbe fine 
spirit amo ng the different elements of 
Ci ncinnati ' s population is l argely due 
to my influence . If that is really 
true , I cannot but be happy and 
grateful . And that I am. Go d be 
praised for this privileRe that has been 
mlne . 35 
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CHAPTER SlX 

OAVTO PH ILI PSON AND SCHOLAR SHIP 

David rhilipso n was scholorly , but not a scho l ar . At 

Heb r e w Unio n Co ll ege he taught Semltlc s , but was not a 

S em 1 t i s t • II e w r o t e a , n u m b e r o f h i s t o r i e s , b u t w a s n o t a n 

hi sto r ia n. Altho ugh me t iculous in preparation and an 

un t i rin g re'3earche r in hi s sc hola rl y wo r k , Philipson was 

untr ai ned as a bibli ca l scho lar or a n historian; he was a 

very good amateur wh en mea s ured agains t t he t r ai ned 

professio nals in t he fie l d. He wa s a sc holarly r abbi who 

actively a nd devotedl y pur s ued his own r esea r ch , especia l ly 

t n htstorical s tudi es , a nd who produced a number of books , 

of wh ich several we re s i gnif icant . David Ph il i pson ' s 

sc ho larl y developme nt, i nv o lv eme nt s and achievement were a 

major part o f his r abbi nic career . 

Philipson be l ie ve d that it was inc umbent upon th e rabbi 

to purs ue co nti nue d s tud y . llis " fi r s t conc ern s hould be 

c ontin1ng s tudy an d schola r s h ip ," Ph i lipso n t o ld t he 1934 

g raduates of t he JIR in his o r dination address . " Unless he 

builds upo n this a s a f ounda tion, he builds up on sand. "l 

Philipson, hims elf, fol l owed hi s own exho r tations . Fr om his 
...... 

earliest days i n Bal timore, Philipson maintained the d r eam 

of being a scho lar - of being the r e ver ed expert in hi s 

field. I n Baltimore, and throughout his career , he dev oted 

his mo rnin gs to st udy. 2 Thi s rigid disci pline allowed 
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Phil i pso n t o be prol ifi c ln his own writings. ln addition 

to all his other r abbinic wor k , he wrote o r edited ten 

book s , s ome of wh ic h sa w mo r e tha n o ne edition , and he 

pr od uced nu merous article s a nd essays.3 If the meas ur e of 

Phil i pso n' s st ud ious labor s we r e the volume of his 

publi catio ns , he did achie ve much in h is ca r ee r. 

In the realm of quality , all of Ph ilipson' & writ ings 

ge nerally we re ca refully prepared and met hi s own high 

s tand a r d of acc uracy. Certeinly, hls Reform Mo vement in 

J udai sm wa s the st ~~dard ln the fie l d , end acclaimed as an 

impo r tant text.4 Yet , it s u ffe r ed f r om a lack of 

c riti ca lne ss and contain ed some e rr o r s . Alth o ug h it wa s a n 

impo rt an t and needed work , it is no t a t all a c la ssic , 

a nal yti ca l h istorica l s tudy. Th e same c r itiq ue hold s t ru e 

for much of Philip so n' s hi sto r ical writ i ng . llis hi s torie s 

of H.U. C. and of the C . C.A . R., hi s biog raphy of Lilienthal 

and his s hort er history of Be ne Is ra e l, and his bi og r aphies . 
of I saac Wise and ot hers are al l wel l -detailed ch r o nic les , 

yet l ac k c r i tic al eva luatio ns . It hos been said of 

Philipson ' s work: 

••• he had a passion for the facts . 
Possibly this is one of his weaknesses , 
for, freque ntly, he neglected to present 
ideas and motivations as he soberly -
collected the naked facts. None of his 
writing was "brilliant." He did not dig 
deep for underlying causes. But his 
methodology was sound . This spiritual 
chi ld of Germen GrUndlichkeit was 
careful a nd accurate; he knew the 
meaning of intellectual integrity.S 
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Philipson wasted little time in produ c in g publications . 

As he aspired to produce books and be sc holar l y, he kept 

himself up-to-date in t he lates t English , French and Ge rman 

sc holarship and literature. He was sufficiently ski lled in 

the latter two l anguages to stay ab r east of European work . 6 
\ 

Philipson ' s firs; flublicatton sprang from his l ntl!l \esl in 

l iterature . Io the wint er of 1887 -1 888 , Philipson delivered 

a series of l ect ur es et llar S inai on the Jews in English 
• 

fiction . Two years later Phllipson ' s first book , The Jew ln 

Engli s h Fiction, wa s publis hed . Although it is actual l y but 

a col l ~ction of Phllipson's eight addresses r e viewin g seven 
• 

authors and the characters they presented , and is not at all 

a scientific piece of lite r ary criticism , it did see two 

editions and five printings . Most impo rt antly , it launched 

David Philipson ' s literary ca r eer. After seei ng the 

l a udato r y r e views of the work, Ph11 Lpson reflected, "It 

appeared that I had struck it ri ch ." 7 

'N othing s ucceeds l ike success ', the unattributed maxim 

teaches . Phi li pson ce rtainly e n joyed hi s success; he be ga n 

writing articles fo r Jewish periodicals,8 a nd i n a f ew yea r s 

publi s hed two more books . In 1894 he publi s hed a history of 

Be ne I s r ael Congregati o n (to help ce l e brate th e 

congrega tion' s 70th anniversary), which is actuft'tly only a ~ 

monograph, and a large r work on the European ghetto , Old 

European Jewries. Neither work amounted to more than e 

c hronicle of the relevant date, with only a smatteri ng of 



,. 

I 
interpretive ana l ysis . Philipson did se rmonize tn Old 

Euro pea n Jewr ies , howev e r , a nd ur ged that the " last vi sib l e 

vestiges of Ghetto e xi ste nce mus t be wiped o u t " 9 : he used 

his book to a r g ue for American acc ul turation . 

After writing Old Europea n Jewries , Philipson ' s area of 

interest began to s h ift towards American Jewry . lie did 

st udy alements of European Jewry fo r The Refo r m Movement in 

Jud aism, wh ich was first pu bli shed in l907 and reissued in 

193 1. Phtlipson's Reform Moveme n t was his la s t s ignificant 

work tn the history of Europe's Jews ; nearly all h s 

remaining sc holarship co nce rn ed Ame r ican Je ws and Jewry. 

When the Amer.lea n Jewish Hi s torical Society was estahl l s hed 

i n 1892, Philipson was among its first members, and later 

would become its vice president.IO As one who was intimate 

with a numbe r of American Jewry's semina l figures , Philipson 

wa s quite self-co nscio us o f his r ole in t r ansmitting the 

maso r ah of New Wor l d JudaiRm. Philipson ' s s tud e n t , Jacob R. 

Marcus , "'rote of h is mentor: " li e never s,C'Udied American 

Jewish history. li e lived it - and survived it . Il ls 

kno wledge of the life of h1s people in thts 16nd - and it 

"'as a n exte nsive knowledge ••• • was a process of 

'reca lling. 111 1 l 

Whe n Isaa c Wise died i n t900 , Phili~ quickly 

ar r a nged for two memori al vo lumes of Wise's "' r itings to be 

published. Phili pson edited his teacher ' s autobiographical 

wr itings , entitled Remini scences , "'h ich ori gi nal l y "'e r e 

I 

-... 
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published in Die Deborah and late r in the Is ra e l ite . 

Reminiscences appeared in 1901; a year earlier, Philipson 

and his Cinci nnat i colleague, Louis Grossman , collaborated 

to edit and produ ce Selected Writings of Isaac Mayer Wise. 

Philipson felt obli ged to publish the work s of hi s mentor as 

well as his own kl\,Pwledge of Wtse. lie therefore in c luded in 

Selec ted Writing s a shor t biographi cal essay , and in 

Reminiscences an a dulatory ac co unt of Isaa c Wi s e' s las t 

hours. Philipson late r wrote a number of o th er essa ys a nd 

addre sses concer nin g l1ls relationship with Wis e . 12 The se 

work s were entirely unc ritical. 

In 1915 , Philipson commemo rated the centennial of Max 

Lilienthal ' s birthday by publishing a biography and 

se lection of Lilienthal' s writin gs . Philipson acknowledge 

in the preface to Max Lilienthal , American Rabbi , that the 

volume was intended as a tribute to his be loved teacher,13 

Thts work, like hi s st udies of Isaac Wise , was not o nly 

.... 
uncritical, but celebratory . It accorded with David 

Phllipson' s "Great Man " philosophy of histo r y not to 

besmirch the biographies of figures by evaluating their 

weaknesses or failures.14 Philipson's biographical writings 

(as well as autobiographical) , therefore, are of value only 
..... /-

in chronicling details of caree r s and rel ationships, as well 

as describing Philipson 's accounts of his own interactions 

with the me n under di sc ussi on . 

I . 
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Another limitat i o n of David Phil ipson' s scholarship was 

in his Hebrew ski ll s ; he was not an Hebratst. From hi s 

11 . U. C. day s onwa rd. Philipson ' s wri ti ngs periodica l ly 

contained e rrors in Heb r e w. His H.U. C. ~raduation add r ess 

had a Hebrew misspelling: so did the tit le pa ge to Selec ted 

Wr it ing s of Isaac Ma ye r Wise (in the latter c ase lt may have 

be e n a printer's error) . 15 Othe r s ermon s , diary entri e s , 

a nd a reference in hi s autobio g raphy , My Life as a n Ameri c an 

Jew , in c lud e error s in ll e b r ew o r tran s lite r atton. 16 Al s o, 

Phili pson mad e l ittle ref e ren c e t o lleb r ew sources wh e n 

r e sea r c hin R hi s h is t o ry of Re f o rm J ud n i s m. Cl ea rl y . Oavld 

Philipson never bec ame g r eatly pro f i ci ent in the a ncie n t 

lan gua ge . Ill s kno wl e dge wa s a dequ a t e fo r h is r egular tasks , 

however. 

Philip s on ' s pivotal c laim to fame in the s c holarly 

publishing worl d came wh e n his Reform Mo veme n t in Judai s m 

was published in Phili pson began resea r c hing his 

Re form Movemen t in the 1890 ' s , and he spent time with I saac 

Wise so as to gai n fi r st-hand knowledge of much that 

transpired . Indeed, Philipson ' s un ique r e lat ionship with 

Wise es t ablis hed him as a likely per son to wr ite s uc h a 

hi sto r y . Sometimes it is the disciple's task to perpetuate 

his master ' s teachin gs . Ph i li pson con tinue'tt' researchi~ 
thi s work after Wi se ' s death in 1900, end i nto the next 

decade. Hi s journal r eveals numerous occasio ns in 1905 and 

1906 whe n he r eitera ted o r r eeva luated thought s fo r the 
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hoo~. Th r work eleo wee reheere~d ln eco r ee o f ao r mon• o vrr 

thr y~or • , na Pht l tpeon apper•ntly ref ined hi• vtewa and hla 

lana ua ae.IH 

I' h t I t p 11 o n n d • t t t • d t o e l i • t t • d ~ c o p e o f t n v e • l I ll • l t o n 

In ht111 pr,,ra <: I' t o TIH• gefor• Hovr•~nt tn Judeia•. lie 

lndt<:at&!d th111t t..h• book wea .,not n hta t o rf o t th• lltl'rnry 

output, but nf th• prar tt r.ol chtr•e•l'nt o f ref o r•. "IQ llr 

waa no t lnttttf>ated In P.vnlu111tln• <nu11nl llY o r cnn.a ldP.rlnR 

t on not t h.- pl '"'" In 

t h• dra•• to o trf! r a propt1 r <. tltl q u•. ~o r cnvt11r , '""' " "'", It 

w•• nnl within rh1l1paon'• ~.n to do ao. lie va a not ,. 

t rai n d hll!lto rtan . A• th• •o•••l' nt ' • a t ndnrdbo11rr r . h• 

Th• .Je w t ah 

Pu llta&lon So ct etr , vht ch had publt•h d ht• Old ~u12e~e n 

la (or• Mo•••~nl ln Jud a i ••· cl al•lna it appeared 

propagen~lalt c for le(or• Jud a l•• , and lh•r•fore, cou ld not 

b• dtat rt bated under tta laprlnt. The book vou ld be 

Sla ty year• later th• boo~ voutd ... ;--
•till be c r l tl ctaed for It• lack of tn1t1ht and depth, bul 

praiaed for tte ch ronl c llna of th• (act a . 2 1 

Enallah l•nao•a• bl1tor1 o( liberal Judal1a (or ••nJ 
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yeers.22 By the late 1920's after it had been out of print 

for some time , Philipson planned to produce a revi sed 

edition . He imposed upon his rabbinic colleagues , 

especially tho se in Europe, to supply him with c urrent data. 

Philipson's summer, 1928, trip to Europ e wa s partially 

devoted to r esearching the field.23 The new edition 

appeared in 1931 , and in addition to co rr ec tin g a few e rr o r s 

of the ear l ier edition , it included updat es on the American 

and European Reform Movements. In February, 1931 , the new 

editi o n was chosen as The Jewish Book of the Month Club' s 

February Selection, and Philipson was delightcd . 24 The 

success of thi s book meant a lot to David Philipson . !11 

fact, he wes somewha t " wrapped up in it " : 

Th i s book it appears will form a 
mon ument more enduring than bronze. 
am identified with it by the scholarly 
and religiou s world more than with 
anything else I have done •.•• The 
designation 'Historian of Ro form 
J udai sm ' is more precious to me than ell 
the honorary degrees that have bee n 
bestowed on me by colleagues.25 

With The Reform Mo vement in Judaism, Philipson carved for 

himself an incontestable niche i n Jewish history and a 

lasting memorial. DurinR his lifetime he wa s acknowledged 

as the hi storian of Reform Juda ism . After his death when he 

was superceded by trained scrtt>lars , he fuld be "a pioneer 

historian" of the Movement.26 

In the years between editions of The Reform Movement in 

Judaism , Philipson was busy with man y other literary 
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projects whi ch wer e nearly exclusively focussed on American 

Jewry o r connected to his institutional work. lie directed 

the C. C.A . R. 's prayer book revision efforts, and initiated 

its collaboration with the J.P . S . on the Bible translation . 

Miscellaneous a rt icles on Ohio Valley Jewish history flowed 

from his pen in these years: many were pr inted in the 

Pub l ications of the American Jewi sh Historical Society. 27 

Philipson also was b usy as a eulogist. His memorials of 

Ed ward L. Heinsheimer, llyman Enelow , J . Walter Freiberg, 

Julius Fre iberg, Kaufmann Ko hler , Louis S. Levl, Moses J . 

Gr ies , Solomon Fox , Moses Ezekiel , and o ther s , all were 

published in national Journals . 28 Additionally , Philipson 

wa s invol ved with the ma ve rick, Isidor Si nger, and the 

rabbi-publi sher , Isaac Landman, and their respective 

encyclopedia projects . He wrote a rt icles and assisted in 

fundraising and general support . 29 

Phillpson ' s involvement with the Jewish Publication 

Soc iety increased once the Bible translation efforts were 

underway. Although his own schola rly input to the 

translation project wa s minimal, he did attend the meetings 

of the Boa r d of Editor s with a devoted regul arity until its 

comple tion in 1915.30 Philipson also chaired the C. C. A.R. 

Committee on Bible Fund which helped raise money t o support 

the pr oject , and he assisted Cyru s Adler in mediating 

controversial issues attendant to completing the project.31 

Once the cranslation ~aa finished , Philipaoo doooted to 
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H. U. C. the ho no r a r ium tende r ed him by Jacob Schiff in order 

t o esta blish t he Ell a H. Ph ilipson Prize for the best essay 

o n a biblical s ubject . 32 He later cha nged the fund and its 

purpose to suppo r t American Jewish historical research and 

pu blishi ng effo r ts . 

David Philipson ' s association with the Jewish 

Publ i ca tion Society dated from t he J . P.S . ' first mee ting tn 

May , 1888 , which he attended. Altho ug h they were not ve r y 

frie ndl y , Ph i l ipson was in vited by Joseph Kr auskopf , the 

Society ' s i n i t ia l mo ving fo r ce , to be one of its earliest 

par t icipant s a nd o r ganize r s . 33 Krauskopf needed the 

Ba lt imore , and later , Cincin nati , co nn ections . ln addition 

t o pa r ticipating i n i t s fo un di ng a nd his r ole in t he Bible 

t r a nsla t ion . Phi l ipso n e n joyed a le ngthy ca r eer of ser vi ce 

wit h t he J.P . S ., es pecial ly o n i ts Pu blication Commi t tee . 

He wor ke d o n a numb e r of i t s s ub aommi t t ees ove r t he yea r s, 

bu t was es pec i a ll y i n volv ed in it s Committee s o n Jew ish 

Class i cs , o n Biog r a phy , a nd o n Histor ical Jewi s h 

Commun i t i e s ; Philipso n wa s cha irma n of the l at t e r t wo . 

The Cl assics s eri es o f the J. P. S . was a bo ld pla n to 

publi s h in Eng l i sh a broad spec trum o f Jew ish c lass i c tex t s 

ot her than the Bi b l e . The idea fo r the plan de veloped in 

19 14 about the time that the Bible transla t ion was nearing 

completi o n, and a f ter s o me nego t i a t ion s , Jacob Sch i ff a gain 

pro vid e d the proj ect's funding. Phi l ipso n was pr i vy to the 

pla nn i ng f r om the outs et, and, with Cyrus Adler, he hel ped 
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arrange an ove rall st ructure which al l owed for equa l 

representation of H. U. C., J . T . S . and Dr opsie Co llege 

personnel in ove r seeing the Se r ies . Adler depended on 

Philipson co nside rab ly wh e n it came to influencing the 

Ci n c inn at i men • Thei r re 1 at i on sh l p dated to Johns ~.Pk i n s 

days , and Adler could trust Philipso~ to be ge ntlemantr and 

indust r ious . When the project was finally set i ~ ·~otion , 

Philipson sal o n th re e committees , History , Homiletics , and 

Apocrypha , and c haired the Committee on Fables a nd Folklo r e. 

One item e ve nt ually wa s produced under the auspices of 

Philipson and h is committee : the Ma 'aseh Book , by Mose s 

Gaster , in 1934 . 34 

Perhaps David Philipson ' s g r eatest fulfillment in 

J . P . S . work , after the Bible tra nslation , came f r om 

di r ec tin g the Histori ca l Jewish Communitie s Se ri es . For 

about a decade , fr om the late Twenti es through the late 

Thirti es , he directed the J . P.S . pr oject to pr oduce studies 

o f various comaun ities and thei r Jew r ies . In this capacity, 

Philipson wa s pi votal i n selecting authors, assigning 

communiti es to be st udi ed , and reading the text s . Amo ng the 

works written under his ca re vere Cecil Roth's volume on 

Venice, Elkan Adler's on Lo ndon , Fritz Bae r's on Spain , and 

Ad olph lober'a on Co logne. 35 Phi lipson p r o•ed himself to be 
I 

a compassio nate administrator, and at tiaes , o ca re ful 

reader and advisor. He learned the ha rd vay: the ftrst 

book• in the Se r ies rec e i •ed at beat mixed rev iev• . L•te r, 
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they improved. Criticisms were received that one volume was 

too general; another compla int had it that the Series lacke d 

standards and direction . After s ome years , however, the 

partial Philipson could reflect: " This serie s on Jewish 

communities is o ne of the best that the Publication Soc iety 

ha s i ssued . 11 36 

At the same ttme that he was di r ec t ing these pro j ect s 

of the J.P. S . , Philipson co ntinued to coordinate publishin g 

pr og r ams for the C. C.A.R . /U .A.11. C. Commiss ion o n Jewish 

Education, and th e Hebrew Union College Annual. Il e a l so 

chaired the C. C.A. R. ' s pr a yer book r evision, commi tt ee , and 

participat e d in the Co nf e r ence's tract-writin g operation s . 

Addit ionally , he remained a vi ce president of the American 

Jewish Hi sto rical Socie ty whi c h issued its Publication s . 

David Philipson had a hand in many publishing or scho lar ly 

ventures, a nd made this work among his bu sies t and his most 

fulfilli ng.37 

Philipson's two final literary ventures were to edit a 

collection of the letters of Rebecca Gra tz , a nd to wr i te his 

own autobiography. Philipson always admired the character 

of Rebecca in lvanhoe . 38 Thus , it vas only fitting that 

when he fortuitously was invited in 1923 to pe r use a vast, 

private col lection of lette r s of Rebecca Gratz , v ho vas 
J 

popularly credited vith havi ng inspi r ed Sir Walte r Scott' s 

f i ctional Rebecca , Philipson anxiously arranged to borrow 

and study the correspondence. The colle~tion numbered io 

\ 
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the hundreds of letters, and Philipson was amazed at the 

breadth a nd value of his sudden di sc overy. He made plans t o 

study and publish selections f r om the collec tion.39 After 

years of further research into the Gr atz family , as we ll a s 

negotiations with the J . P. S . over publishing the wo rk , 

Philipson ' s book was published in 1929. The c os t s o f 

producing the book were partially absorbed by the 

Congregation Bene Israel Siste rh ood in honor of Phil i pson ' s 

fortieth anniversary of ser vice to the Con g r ega ti o n . 4 0 It 

was a wonderful gift : it made it possible for the 

Publication Society to produce the book, and Philip so n 

g r eatly wanted the Society ' s prestigious imprint on t he 

volume . Philipson ' s book, Letters of Rebecca Gratz, wa s 

very well received and inspired other research into Gra tz . 41 

David Phi l ipson ' s final literary venture f o llowed a 

decade after the publication of Rebecca Gratz. lie began 

compiling his autobiography afte r he retired from the a c t i ve 

rabbinate, and when his wife was ill du r ing 1939 and 1940 , 

he wo r ked o n his memoi r s,42 Philipso n used the journals 

whi ch he sporadical l y kept during his lifetime as the basi s 

for his life sto ry. As was his pattern , and as would be 

especially expected in this case , Philipson was not self

critical in My Life as an American Jew . He was at his 

celebr ato ry best. The autobiography, therefore , is actually 

more of a lengthy set of reminiscences than a self study. A 

car eful comparison of the book and his diaries reveals that 
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Philipson r e viewed his diaries and marked each pa r ag r aph 

' 'in fl or fl out , " depend i n g on wheth e r o r no t he des 1 r ed to 

include Jt in hls published accounts. Therefore, t he mos t 

interesting sou r ce documen t s for st udying Philipson's life 

were the sec t io ns designated " out" . These revealed the 

deeper , intriguing sides of the ma n.4 3 

My Life as an American Jew probably ser ved a number of 

purpo s es for Phi l ipson . He acknowledged that his f r iend~ 

urged him to writ e his life sto ry, proba bly because they 

real i zed that Phll1pson' s life bri dged two Jewish Americas 

and in c luded innumerable important events . 44 His biog r aphy 

wo uld be useful , they pr obably thought. Yet, for Philipson , 

an analytical wo rk was o ut of the question . He preferred to 

write his memo irs mo r e to leav e a parting memorial , and 

possibly to acknowledge the people to wh om he vas i ndebted 

and for wh om he ca red. Th r ougho ut the vo lume he i nterwove 

short ch roni cles and prai s e s of colleagues and friends , 

acknowledging their relationships a nd of ten c elebra tin g 

their achievements. for David Philipson, the writ i ng of an 

autobiography probobly c apped a signal caree r, ond indi ca ted 

to himself how unique and privileged his life hod been. It 

also gavo him o ne final, everlasting opportunity to forever 

preach his principles, opinions and evaluations , and to give 

to his ideas , ea vell, a lasting •e•orial . 

Da vid Philipson, therefore , despite producing nuaerou s 

books and arttclea , vaa not a acbolor, but scholerly 

-



writer. His work was not o ut standing, but it was solid. 

When some friends considered organizing a festschrift for 

Philipson in 19 3 1 they could not find anyone to undertake 

overseeing the project . Perhaps this was due to the 

Dep re ssion or due to Philipson 's personal orneriness which 

did not endear him to many people , but most probably it 

reflected the fact that Philipson's scholarship did not 

exci t e the schola rly community to ection . 45 In his 

scholarly life David Philipson underwent a personal 

transformation of focus from studying Eu r opean Jewry to 

studying his own Jewry . 46 This development paralleled the 

shift of World Jew ish hegemony f ro m Europe to America , which 

took p~during Philipson's lifetime. As a student of 

American Jewry he was a pioneer. The fi~ld was very new: 

given the disclaimer, Philipson's scholarship was much more 

credible and significant than fi r st realized. His 

scho larship may lack insightful evaluation and 

investigation , but its ve ry existence is impo rtant. David 

Philipson was correct when he logged into his diary: "The 

books I have written constitute my permanent memorial. 11 47 

( 
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SUMMARY CONCLUS ION 

f r om humble beginnings , the Dean of Ameri can (Refo rm ) 

Rab bis ven t on t o enjoy a full and rich ca r eer , and leave a 

lasting memorial after him. He ves a stenda r dbeere r for 

un i ver salistic Reform Judaism , end a spokesman for t he 

mo vement ' s mission . This wa s his c hi ef claim to fame and 

his majo r function . fdentified with I saac May er Wise in the 

popula r eye , and identified with Max Lilienthal in his own 

mi nd , David Philipson staged a fo r ceful ca reer as the 1un to r 

m~mbe r of Cincinnati' s triad of great Refo r m r abbis . 

After his brief , but sign ificant sojou rn in Ba lti mo r e -

which pr o vided him with needed sophistica tion , a broader 

wo rl d view, East coas t co nne c ti ons , a rela tionship with 

Ka ufma nn Koh l er , a nd a c ultured, commandln g s pouse -

Philipson co ntinued his ca reer in the institutional capi tal 

of Refo r m Judai sm . In Ci ncinnati Ph ilipson's ambitions 

would be c hallenged. He followed in Max Lilienthal's path , 

a nd developed Congregation Bene I s r ael into a more robust 

institution at the same time that he developed himself into 

a ci vic pe r sonage . Philipson associated and vorked v ith 

Jews and ge ntiles , and made the city of Ci nc inna ti into his 

''extended congregation.tt It waa no t long before he had 

become one of the t wo rabbis of the City , and once Isaac 

Wise died, Philipson stood alone as Ci ncinant i ' s leading 

r bb i . Although challenged, he never relinqu1abed thia 
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role , end ven t on ish senior statesmen of 

Ci ncinnati. 

Also, in Cincinnati Philipson's influence e xtended into 

the Union o f American llebrev Co ng r egations a nd the llehrew 

Union Co llege . He was th e powerful rabbi allied with the 

Union ' s powe r ful laity, and he helped stee r t.he U. A. 11 . C. for 

decades . Yet, the Colle ge was the apple of PhilipRon ' s eye . 

As one of its bik kurim, he was the symbo l of its ach i e vement 

an d its mission . lie a l so wa s indebted to 11 . U. C. for 

p r oviding him t he oppo rtun ity to become somebody. Philipson 

maintained a ve r y cl ose r elationship vith the Coll ege . As 

an instructo r end Boa r d Member , he k ne v th e Co llege 's i nn e r 

life intimately . He knew it s pe r sonalit ies end machine r y , 

and for many yea r s wa s ve r y probably the s upreme fo rce 

behind the Col lege . Unfo r tu nately for David Philipson , t he 

p r ize of which he d r eamed - the Col lege Presidency - t wic e 

eluded him . ll ad he succeeded i n sec ur ing the post, wh ic h he 

thought he deserved, he su r e ly would hav e di r ected the 

College in stric t ideological a dherenc e to the tenets o f 

Univer sa listi c Judaism , and vould have shaped it es best he 

could in his ovn image . Sadly , af ter he lost his quie t 

"bid" for the presidency in 921-1922, he vas bitter, and he 

a nd J uli a n Morgenste rn respectively embittered o ne another 

fo r almost three decades. 

Da vid Philips on was best known for championing the 

cause of Uni ve rsal is ti c Judaism, and its corollary , ant i -

' 
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Nat i onali s m. Fea r f ul o f a ny asper s i ons on the lo ya l ty of 

Jews t o t heir host c ou nt r y , t he Un ited States of America . 

Dav id Ph i l ipso n c omp ensat e d , as did those of his Reneration 

a n d po int-o f- view , wi t h an unre len ti ng Ame r ican pat r iotism 

and fir m a n t i-Zion i sm . Phil ipson led t he pack , and made 

t hi~ issue ch ie f among his concerns . Because he was a 

s tu de nt o f Med ie val Jewi s h histor y wit h i t s annals of 

per s ecu t i o n, Phi l ipson espec i a l l y kne w ho w priv ile ged and 

en fr a nc h ised the Jev s we r e in America . Ile made it his 

ver so na l c ru sade to pr otect the position o f t he Jew in 

Am e rica. If s ome thing s e e min g ly t hr eate ne d th e image of the 

cultured , i nteg rated , r e ligious , " up t own '' (Ge r ma n) Je1<1 , he 

com batt e d it with pe n a nd fro m pul pi t, wheth e r it be the 

po ison o f Hen r y Ford, or the apparentl y l owbr ov an d 

im pove r ished Eastern Euro pean J ewi s h newcome r s wh o f looded 

Am e r ican Jewry during Philipson's l i fe t i me. Th us , Phi l i pso n 

acquired a f a irly-deserved re putation f o r be i ng e l ites t and 

"aristocratic." Yet , Philipson was not a malevolent man : 

his demeanor and style r eflected his tenuou s pos iti o n as a 

rabbi to mache r s , a nd as one whose cultured s tatu s 1<1as not 

from birth, but gained through marriage , hard wor k , and 

weathering disappointments. 

Within the c irc l e of his colleagues , David Philipso n 

was a force. He was part of the inner circle of r ab bi s wh o 

con troll ed the C. C.A. R. , a nd he kept his hand i n its sff~i r s 

for six ty years . Philipso n' s leng t hy ca r eer also acco rded 
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him s tatus: as the " first disciple" of Isaac Wise. he 

bridged two Ame ri ca n Jewries. lie began his rabbinate at the 

end of the German Jewish period in American Jewish life , and 

concl uded it after the Eas tern European mig r ation had 
A 

achieved hegemony in America. Philipson, therefo r e , wa5 

somewha t atavistic , and was the living symbol o( an earlier 

age. lie sa w himself as the guardian of "le ~ itimate" 

American Reform Judaism before it unde rw ent change , and as 

s uch , he <1,?manded and received the respect and defe r ence of 

his rabbinic col lea gues . Through serving as the Co n ference 

president , on its Executive Committee , and as chai rman of 

nume r ous comm ittees over six decades, Philipson was a power 

in the Cent ral Conference of American Rabbis. 

Although he p r ided himself on hi s literary works , DRvid 

Philipson wa s not a brilliant scholar . He did produce some 

important sc ho lar s hip, however. These works are signifi cant 

not for Philipson ' s analyses or evaluations, but because he 

ca r efu ll y marshalled the facts and recorded his own 

r ecollections . lie was a li nk between the builders of 

American Jewry of the nineteenth ce ntury, and the scholarly 

historians of American Jewry of the twentieth century. It 

wa s not entire l y an unwitting role: Philipson wasted few 

opportunities to herald hi s as sociations with the nineteenth 

ce ntur y luminaries, and he published a number of 

biographical studies of them, as well. To Philipson, the 

title, "Historian of Reform J uda ism ," meant a great deal. 

' 
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books which he wrote t o be his lastin g memorials . To l a ter 

gene r ations , however, the image of Philipson a nd his 

symbolic essence is more his memorial . It is no t what he 

gave to the world which brought him fame and a place in 

American Jewish history , but what he represente d for 

American Reform Jewry a nd the way he championed it which are 

Philipson ' s laurel s and memorials. That is the substance 

behind being designate<! " Dean of American (Reform) Rabbis ." 

-
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24. David Philipson , " A Reformer of a Cen tury Ago," 
American Jewish Archives Nearprint File : "Philipson , 
Da vi d" (hereafter cited as Phi l ipson , " A Reformer"). 
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25 . David Philipson, Ci ncinnati, to Jonah B. Wise , 
N.Y., Nov. 7, 19 28 , Co ngrega tion Bene Israel Records , 
MS Collection #24 , American Jewi sh Archives, 
Cincinnati, 4/8 (he r eafter cited as CBTR with box and 
folder numbers given as a fraction). 

26. Memorial: "Joseph Krau skopf, Friend and 
Classmate," n.d., OPP 4/10 . 

27 . Dia ry entry, Mar. 29 , 19 34 , OPP box 3 . 

28. David Philipson, "History of the Hebrew Union 
College," in Hebrew Union College J ubilee Volume 
(Cinci nna ti : Hebrew Union Colle§e Pre ss , 1925), 36 ff. 
(her eafter cited as Philipson, 'History of HUC"); 
Philipson , MLAJ, Index sub "Wise , Isaac M."; David 
Philipson, centenary Papers end Othe rs (Cincinnati: Ark 
Publishing Co ., 1919). Preface , 46 ff., 58 ff. 
(hereafter cited as Philipson , Cente nary Pa pe rs). 

29 . Diary entry , Aug. 24, 1933, OPP box 3 . 

30 . Oiary entry, Feb. 22 , 19 37 , OPP box 3 . 

3 1. Diary entry, Dec. 28, 1936 , OPP box 3 . 

32 . Joseph Rauch, "A Testimonial of Appreciation for 
Dr. David Philipson, etc.," n.d., HUCR D-19/4 
(he reaft er cited es Rauch, "Testimonial"). 

33 . David Philipson, Cinci nnati , t o Dena Wil ansky , 
Ci ncinnati , Apr. 19, 1928, DPP 2/4 : diary entry, Har. 
29 , 1934, OPP box 3 . 

34. Diary entry, Sept. 11, 1890, OPP box 3; Stanle,y F' . 
Chyet, "Isaac Mayer Wise: Portraits by David 
Philipson," in A Bicentennial Festschrift for Jacob 
Rader Harcus, ed. Bertram Wallace Korn (Waltham, Hass.: 
American Jewish Hi sto rical Society, and N.Y.: ltev 
Publishing House, 1976 ), 77 (hereafter cited es Chyet 
in Festschrift). 

35 . Chyet in Festachrift, 77. 

36 . Philipson, Centenary Papers, 17, 49 ff.: Isaac H. 
Wise , Reainiscencea, ed . David Phil ipson (Cincinnati: 
Leo Wise I Co., 1901), 331-32 (hereafter cited as Wise, 
Reainiacences}; Jacob Rader Harcus, "The 
Xeericanization of Isaac Hayer Wise" (Cincinnati: 
American Jeviab Archives , 1969) 7-11: Philipson, "A 
RefoT•er. •• 
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37. Me yer, " Centennial History," 43-44 : She ld on IL 
Blank, "Bible," in Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Reli ion: At One Hundred Years, ed . Samuel 
E. Karff Ci ncinati: Hebrew Union Co llege Press , 1976) , 
287-290 . 

38 . Address: '' Per sonal Contacts wt th the Fou nde r," 
Mar. 24 , 19 34 , OPP 5 /4. 

39. Addre ss : "The Fundamentali s t Co ntr o ve r s y, .. n. d ., 
OPP 4/ 6 . 

110, Cf. Rauch, "Testimonial ," in wh ich it is written 
of Wise and Philipson: "They s aw eye to eye on eve ry 
important issue touching our faith and o ur people ." 

41. Diary entry, Har. 30 , 193 2 , OPP box 3 . 

4la. In his diary entry, Nov. 3, 189 1 (OPP bo x 3 ), 
Philips on did complain that Bene Israel ' s leade r s were 
too bureaucratic and he attributed it to Lilienthal ' s 
heavy political consci ou sn e ss . 

42 . David Ppilipson, Max Lilien t hal, American Rabb i 
(N.Y. : Bloch Pu blishing Co ., 191 5 ) 7-59 (hereafter 
c ited as Philipson, Li l ienthal) ; Philipso n , Ce ntena ry 
Papers, 149-169 . 

43 . Philipson, Lilienthal, 59 . 

44, Philipson, Lilienthal, vi . 

45 . Diary entry, Apr. 5, 1932 , OPP box 3. 

46. 

47 , Philipson, Lilienthal , 76 ff.;
1 

I have found no 
' evidence that Wise ever enjoyed wi~~spread affection in 
the Cinci nnati community in the way that Lilienthal 
did . 

48 . Private communica tion , Dr . Jacob Ra der Marcu s t o 
Do ug Kohn, Ci nc innati, Se pt. 25 , 1986 . 
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49. Philips on was not a scientific scho lar {se e 
Harcus. "Philipson Historiography ": c f. c hapter s ix ) . 
He allowed his opinions to color hi s works. as i s ver y 
evident in Philips on, Lilienthal. 

50. Philipson , Lilienthal , 10 1-2 . 

51. See c hapter five. 

52. Philipson , Centenary Paper s , 16 7-68 : Phi lipson, 
Lilienthal , 53. 

53 . Philipson Centena ry Paper s , 18 5 . 

54 . Philip so n, Lilienthal, 64 . 

~5 . Philipson, Centenary Paper s , 179. 

56 . David Philipson , Cincinnati, t o Les s in g J. 

5 7. 

Rosenwald, Jenk i ntown, Pa. , De c . 26 , 1947, Dav i d 
Philipson , Cinci nnati , to Edward W, Schleisner, 
Har r isburl . Pa. , Oct. 14 , 1946, CBIR 9 / 4. 

See chapter two • 
• 

58. Philipson, Lilienthal , 125 . 

59 . See Rauch, "Testimonial." Also: Vi c tor £ . 
Reichert, "Tribute to David Philipson," July 1, 1949, 
OPP 9/3: "He was the visible symbol of the continuity 
of Reform Judaism in America - the first bold disciple 
of Isaac M. Wise ••• " 

I 
60 . Philipson, MLAJ, 31. 

61. Publications of the American Jewish Historical 
Societ,. 6:144 (hereafter cited as PAJHS); Isaac Fein, 
The Ha in of an Amer ica n Jewish Communit : The Histor 
of Baltimore Jevr from 1773 to 1920 Phila.: Jewish 
Publication Society, 1971), 81 hereafter cited as 
Fein, Baltimore): BDAl & UAHC , Statistics, 19. 

62. Fein, Baltimore, 113-19. 

63. "Szold, Benjamin," The Jewish Encyclopedia, The 
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia; Fein, Baltiaore, 182-84: 
Isidor Blum, The Jews of Baltimore (Baltimore : 
Historical Review Publt"Shing Co•pany, 1910), 15 
(hereafter cited as Blu'll , Baltimore). 



r 
Cll APT ER ONE 2R3 

64 . Moshe Da v is , The Emergence of Conservative 

65 . 

66 . 

67 . 

6 ~ 

69 . 

70 . 

71. 

Judaism: The ll i s torical Sc hool in 19th Century Ame r ica 
(Phila . : Jewish Publication Society, 1963), 360-62 
(hereaf t e r cited e s Davis , Emergence) . 

Meyer, "Centennia l History , " 38-39 . 

Philipson , MLAJ , 34 - 35. 

Philipson , ML AJ , 33-34 . 

Fein , Baltimore , 121-133 ; Rlum , Baltimore , lh-20 . 

Fein , Ba ltimor e , 133-137; Blum , Ba ltimore, 27 -28 . 

Fein , Bal t imo re , 10 1. 

Fein , Bal ti mo re , 101-137 . 

72 . Dia r y ent r y, Sep t. 11, 1890 , ()pp box 3 : F'ein, 
Bal timo re, 125. 

73 . Bl um, Baltimore , 11 : Da vid Philipson , The Refo rm 
Movemen t in Judaism , rev. ed . (N . Y.: MacMillan Company , 
1931) , 335 (hereafter ci ted es Philipson RMIJ); Fein , 
Balt i more , 62-63; Cha rles Rube nstein , Hi s tor? of the 
Bar S ina i Con r e ation of the Ci t of Bal t imore 
(Baltimore: Press of Ko hn & Pollok, Inc ., 19 1 ) , 1 , 2 , 
4 f f • ( h e r ea f t e r c i t e d as R u be n s tJe 1 n , II a r S i n a i ) • 

I 
74 , Philipson , MLAJ , 32- 33 ; Fein , Baltimo r e , 180 . 

75 . Rubenstein , Ha r Sinai, 40- 55; Phil ipson, t1L AJ , 28 . 

76 . Fein , Bal t imo r e , 62-65 , 133 ff. , 2 14- 16: 
Philipson , MLAJ, 32 . 

17 . Fein , Bol t imore, 107, '!.,l, 135 ; Philipson , MLAJ, 
28 , 31-32. 

78 . Philipson , ~. 28 . 

79 . " Ina ugural .Sermon, Jon . 5, 1884," untitled sermon 
(Ge rman ) Jan . 12, 1884 , OP P box 6: Ph i lipson, HLAJ , 31-
32. 

80 . David Philipson , Ba ltimor e , to Israel Aaron, fo r t 
Wayne, Jen . 8 , 1884 , OPP 1/ 1; Philipson, MLA J , 3 1 ff, , 
41. --
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81. The In depe ndent, St . Petersburg , Fla ., Mar. 5 , 
1949 , Ame r ian Jewish Ar c hives Nearprint File: 
" Philipson, David". 

8 2 . Add r ess: "Joseph Kr auskopf, Fr i end end Classmate," 
n.d., OPP 4 / 10. 

83. Fein , Baltimore, 179; Philipson , MLAJ , 29 . 

84. David Philipson, Baltimo r e to Max Heller, 
Cincinnati , Ma r . 29 , 1884, Maximilian H. Heller Papers , 
MS Co l lection #33, American Jewish Ar chives , 
Cincinnati , 4 / 18 (hereafter cited a s HHHP with box and 
folder numbers given as a f r action) . 

8 5 . Dia r y entries , Jan. 1, 1934 , Apirl 2 , 1935 , DPP 
box 3; Philipson , ML AJ , 38, 41. 

86~ OPP boxes 7 and 8 include hundreds of Philipson's 
sermons, many of which are dated and untitled. The 
latest date found for a German sermon was June 7, 1884 
(box 6). 

87 . A cursory survey of the sermons in OPP boxes 4-7 
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88 . Untitled sermon , n.d. , OPP box 7. 

89. Untitled sermon , Jan . 3 , 1885 , OPP box 6. 

90. Untitled sermon , n. d. , OPP box 7. 

9 1. Tbid. 

92 . Diary entry , Jan . 15 , 1888, OPP box 3 . 

93 . Philipson, HL AJ, 45. 

94. Mother , Columbus , Ohio , to Da vid Phili pso n, Hay 
13 , 1884 , OPP 1 / 16; d ia r y en t r i e s , Hay 8 , Oc t . 15 , 
1934 , Oct. 1 , 1937 , OPP box 3; Philipson , HLAJ , 1-2, 
30, 43-45 . 

95. Diary entry , Jan . 15, 1888 , OPP box 3 . 
"-

96. Diary e ntr y , J a n . 25 , 1888 , OPP box 3; cf. a l so 
dia r y e n t r y Ja n . 4, 1888 , OPP box 3 : "Somet imes it 
seems as if we mus t de spai r of the progress of ma n. " 

97 . Philipson, HL AJ , 32 , 39 . 
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98 . Philipson , ML AJ, 49-53 ; Philipson called Ella his 
"gauge , " and relledon her judgement: diary en tr y , Jan . 
9 , 1888 , OPP box 3. 

99. See letter press book , 1887-1 888 , OPP 1/17; 
Pry il ipson , MLAJ , 54-55 . 

100 . ,, JPS : "Openin g Address at Golden Jubilee 
~· Celebration of the Jewish Publication Society of 

America," Dec. 11, 1938 , OPP 5/3 ; Philipson , HLAJ , 56; 
Le vy: David Philipson, Baltimore , to Clifton revy, 
Cincinnati , Feb . 2 , 1R88 , DP? 1/17. 

101 . David Phil ip son , Baltimo r e, to Isaac Mayer Wise , 
Cincinnati , Mar. 5 , 1888 , OPP 1/ 17. 

102 . Diary entries , Jan . 10, 25 , 1888 , OPP box 3 ; 
Philipson , MLAJ , 48-4 9 . 

103. Dia r y entries , Jan . 2 , J O, 18RR, OPP box 3 . 

104 . Gusta v Gotthell , N. Y. , to David Ph'ilipson, 
Baltimo re , Dec . 29r 1884 , OPP 1/6 ; Philipson, HLAJ , 47 . 

1 0 5 • P h il i p so n , M LA J , 4 7 - 4 8 ; d i a r y e n t r y , ~I a r • 1 4 , 
1932, OPP box 3.--

106. Kaufmann Kohler , N. Y., to David Philipson , 

107 . 

107a. 

108 . 

109 . 

i 10. 

Baltimore, June 15, 1885 , OPP 1/10; cf. same to same, 
Me r. 17, 1885 , DPP 1/10. 

Same to same , July 3 , 1885 , DPP 1/ 10 . 

Ibid . 

Same to same , Sept. 21 , 1885, OPP 1/10 . 

Ibid; also same to same , Sept. 28 , 1885 , OPP 1/ 10 . 

Same t o same , July 3 , Se pt. 21 , 28 , 18~P 
1/10. . . "\ 

11 1. Same to same , Oct . 19 , 1885 , OPP L/10 . 

112. Cen tral Confe rence of American Ra bbis Yea r book, 
36 :1 71 , 45:197 (hereafte r cited a s CCARY). This letter 
i s not found in DPP. The only r eference s to Kohl er ' s 
no t e are f r om Philipson ' s own published accounts . 
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113 . "Au thentic Report of the Pr-oceedings of the 1) 
Rabbinical Confe r-en ce Held et Pittsburg, Nov. 16, 17 , 
18, 1885," in Walter Jacob, ed., The Changing World of 
Refo rm Judaism: The Pitt sb ur h Platform in Retr-os ect 

itts ur- gh: ode ha om ongr egation, • 
passim (hereafter- cited as " Authenti c Report" ) . 

114. CC ARY, 36 : 171 ff., 45 :1 97. 

11 5 . "Authen ti c Repor- t, " 91-123 , pas sim . 

116. 

11 7. 

118. 

119. 

120 . 

121. 

122. 

12 3 . 

Ser-mons : OPP boxes 6 and 7 ; Rober-t Ross very 
supe r-f icially analyzed Philip so n' s se r mons in his 
article , "Th e Pittsbur-gh Platfo r-m of 1885 , One llundr-ed 
Years Old, " i n Walte r Jacob , ed ., The Chan g ing Wor-ld of 
Refor-m Judaism: The Pittsbur h Platform in Retros ect 
Pittsburgh: Rodef Shalom Congregation. 1985 ; CCARY, 

45:200: diary entry, Aug. 23 , 1935, OPP box 3: Davis, 
Emer- gence, 228 . 

CC ARY, 45 :134, 205 - 6 , 47:11 2-13 . 

Ne w Yor-k: Philipson, HLA J , 47-48, 57 . 
Ph iladelphia: Philipson, HLAJ, 57 . St. Louis: Oav1d 
Philipson , Baltimore , to Augustus Binsvanger , St . 
Louis, Oct. 29, 1886, OPP 1/1; Philipson, MLAJ, 52-53 , 
57 ; diary entries, Jen . 11, 1934, July 27,"""f9'36 , DPP 
box 3 . Chicago: H.H. Gerstley, Chicago , to David 
Philipson , Baltimore, J an. 9, 1888, OPP 1/6 : Lazarus 
Silve r-man, Chicago, to David Ph ili pson, Baltimore, Feb. 
2 , 1888 , DPP 1/19 : David Philipson, Baltimore , to 
Lazarus Sil verman, Chica go , Feb. 6 , 1888 , OPP 1/ 17. 

Diary entr-y, Jan . 28 , 1888 . OPP box 3. 

I saac M. Wise, Ci ncinnat i , t o David Philipson , 
Baltimo r e , Dec. 13, 1887 , DPP 2/5. 

David Phi lip son, Baltimore, to Bettma nn, 
Ci nc innati , Ja n. 28, 1888, DPP 1/ 17 . 

' Letter not se nt: David Philipson , Baltimore, to 
"Henny," n.p., J une 21, 1888, OPP 1/ 17; David 

_Ph 11 i p so n , Ba l t i mo r e , t o I s a a c L 1 pm a n .• C i n c i n n a t i , J u n e 
23 , 1888 , DPP 1I 1 7. 

David Philipson, Baltiaore, to Bett~ann, 
Cincinnati, Apr. 10, 1888, OPP 1/ 17; Da vid Philipson , 
Bal timo re, to Jul i us Freiberg, Ci ncinnati , June 9 , 23 , 
J uly 1, 1888, DPP 1/ 17. 
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124. David Phil1pson , Baltimore , to I saac Hayer Wise. 
Cinci nnati, July 2. 1888 , OPP l / 17; David Philipson , 
Baltimore, to Isidor Rayner, Ba lt imo r e , July 24 , 1888 , 
OPP 1/17 . 

125. David Philipson, Baltimore , t o Julius Freiberg, 
Cin ci nnati, Nov . 15, 1888 , OPP 1 /5 . 

126 . See OPP 1/ 17 for letters between Philipson and 
Sc henfarber, especially David Philipson , Baltimore, to 
Tobias Schanfarber, Ft. Wayn e, Oct. 16 , 1888 . 

127 . Diary e ntry , Nov . 2 , 1936 , OPP box 3 : David 
Philipson , Baltimo re, to Bettma nn, Cincinnati , J an. 28 , 
Apr. 10 , 1888 , OPP 1/ 17. 

128 . David Philipson , Baltimore, to Bettmann , 
Cincinnati , Ja n. 28 , Apr . 10 , 1888 , OPP 1 / 17. 

129 . Isaac Mayer Wise, Cincinnati , t o David Philips on , 
Baltimo r e , Oct . 16 , 1888, OPP 2/5 . 

130 . Installation of Philipson, 6-7. -
131 . Philipson, HLA J , 57. 

132 . Untitled farewell sermon , n . d. (Oc t. 1888 ) , OPP 
box 7 . 

133. Diary entry, Nov, 3 , 1936, OPP box 3 ; re 
Benjami n' s s uppo rters: David Philipson , Baltimor e , to 
Bettmann, Ci ncinnati , Oct . 21, 1888 , OP P 1 / 17 ; s ee also 
I nstallation of Philipson , 6, for Phillpson ' s co nsoling 
words to the opposition. 

134. Diary entry , Nov. 3 , 1936 , OPP box 3 : Philipson , 
MLAJ, 66. 

135. Alfred M. Cohen, address: "Dr . David Philipson ' s 
Fortieth Anniversary ," DPP 9 /4 . 

136. Sermon , untitled, n.d., OPP box 6. 

137. Installatipn of Philipson, 2 . 6- 7 , 8-9. 

138. Diary entry, Sept. 16 , 1890 , OPP box 3; Philipson , 
HLAJ , 61. 

139. Diary entry , Oct. 5 , 1890, OPP box 3 . 

140. Ibid. 
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141 . Philipson , HLAJ, 62 ; diary entries, Sept. 28, 
1890 , Oct. 21 , 1§9T'7" OPP box 3 . 

14 2 . Diary entry , Nov . 3 , 1891 , OPP box 3 . 

143. Diary entry . Sept. 11, 1890 , OPP box 3; C. P. 

I 44. 

Bollman , New York, to Da vid Philipson , Cincinnati , Nov. 
7, 1890, OPP 1/1. 

David 
the West . 
Krebhiel & 
Philipson , 

Philipson , The Oldest Jewish Con r e ation in 
B'n e Israel Cincinnati. Cincinnati: C.J. 
Co ., 189 , 7 hereafter cit~d as 
Oldest Congregation). 

145. Diary entries, Sep t. 17, 1890, Nov. 26 , 1934, Feb. 
28 , June 3 , 1935, OPP box 3 . 

146. Cha rle s T. Ogden, N.Y., to David Philipson, 
Cincinnati , Feb. 20, 1929, CBIR 5/1: diary entry, Sept. 
29-0ct. 4 , 1890, OPP bo x 3 ; Philipson, HLA J , 71. 

147. Dia ry entry , Sept . 29 - 0ct . 4, 1890, OPP box 3 : The 
Hol! Sc riptures (Phila.: Jewish Publication Society , 
195 ), vi (hereafter cited as Holi Scriptures): Da v id 
Philipson , Old European Jewries ( hila.: Jewi sh 
Publication Society , 1894 ) (hereafter cited as 
Philipson , OEJ) . 

148. Diary entry , Oct . 21 , 1933 , also see Philipson's 
19 34 HUC Founder's Day Address , as printed in The 
Aaerican Is rael ite , Har . 29 , 1934, in diary entry, Har. 
29 , 1934, DPP box 3; Philipson, HLAJ , 69-70: Philipson, 
Ce ntenary Papers, 200-201. ~~ 

149. 1934 Founder's Day Address, as printed 1n The 
American Israelite, Har. 29 , 1934, in diary entry, Har. 
29, 1934, DPP box 3 . 

150 . Philipson, HLAJ , 70; diary ..entry , Oct. 21 , 1933, 
OPP box 3; CCARY~ ; aiscellaneous correspondence of 
Philipson, CC AR Corresponding Secretary, is found in 
OPP 1 /l 7 . 

151. Dtary entries, Nov. 2 , 3 , 1936, OPP box 3: 
Philipaon, HLAJ, 65-66. 

152 . Philipson, HLAJ, 87-88; David Philipson, 
Ctncioneti , to HorrTs Jaatrov, Philadelphia, Nov. 26 , 
1890, OPP 1 /17. 
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153. David Philipson , Cinci nna ti , to A. Pollack , 
Amste rdam, N.Y., Jan. 28 , 1891 , OPP 1/17. 

154. David Philipso n, Cincin natl, to Pr esident and 
Board of Trustees, K. K.B.I., Cincinnati , Oct . 15, 1890 , 
OPP 1/ 17 . 

155 . Diary en tr ies , Sept. 11 , 16 , 27 , 1890 , OPP box 3 . 

156 . "Authentic Repor t, " 11 7 . 

157. Diary entry , Oct . 29 , 1891 , DPP box 3 . 

158 . Diary e ntry, Nov . 3 , l 89 l, DPP box 3 . 

159 . I bid. 

160. Barnett R. Brickner, "The Jewish Community of 
Ci nci nnati, Hi s tori cal and Desc r ipti ve , 1817-1 935" 
(Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Cinci nn a ti, 1935) , 78 . 

1 61 , Dia TY en t r i es , Sept . 1 6 , 1 8 9 0 , No v , 3 , l 8 9 l , DP P 
box 3. 

162. Not s urprisingly, Philipson made no mention of 
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(Philipson, Oldest Congregation ) . Diary entry , Nov . 3 . 
1891, OPP box 3, does relate correspondence an d 
telephoning by the leadership in wh ich th ey 
pragmatically directed affairs and got th ei r way. 

163 . Heyer, " Centennial lli story , " 35 . 

164. DPP 1/ 17 contains at least si x letters of 
Philipson t o Bettmann. 

165 . Diary entry, Sept. 1 l t 1890 , OP P box 3 . 

166. Ibid. 

16 7. David Philipson, Baltimore, t o Juliu s Fr-e ibe rg, 
Ci nc innati, June 23 , 1888, OPP l /17. 

168. David Philipson, Baltimore, t o Julius Fre i be rg, 
Cin c innati, Sept . 16 . 1888 , OPP l / l 7 . 

169. Diary entry, Sept. l 1 • 1890 , OPP box 3 . 

170. Diary entry, Sept . 16 . 1890, OPP box 3. 

171. Diary entries, Se pt. 11, 16 , 27 , Oct. 4 , 1890 , 
Oc t. 29 , Nov, 1. 3 , 1891 , OPP box 3 . 
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172. Oia r y entry, No v . 1 , 189 1 , OPP box 3 . 

173 . The American Israelite , Oct. 1928 , DPP 9/4 . 

174 . Dia r y entries , Sept . 11 , 1890, Oc t . 29 , 1891 , OPP 
box 3 ; Chyet in Festchrift, 86 . 

17 5 . Di ary entry , Sep t. 11 , 1890 , DPP box 3 ; Chyet 1n 
restschrift, 86-87 , 90-91 nn . 14-1 5 . 

176 , Dia ry ent r ies , Se pt. 16 , 1890 , No v. 1 , 189 1 , llPP 
bo x 3 . 

177 . Dia ry entry , Sep t . 11, 1890 , f)pP box 1 : C:hye t In 
Festsch ri ft, 8 7 . 

17A . Diary entry , nee . 28 , 1936 , OPP box 3 . 

179 . Philipson , MLAJ , 95 , 183-85 ; untitled sermons , 
Nov . 7 , 1896 , No~. 1898 , OPP box 6 . 

180 . Dia r y e ntry, Aug. 9 , 
Seasongood , "Add r ess , " in 
De livered on the Occasion 

inc innati , , 
se ve ral unti tl ed, undated 

DPP box 3 ; Murray 

181. Sermon: "The Ne" and Tr ue Chari t y," Oc t. 16 , 18<)7, 
OPP box 6; dia ry entry , May 17 , 1935 , OPP box 3 : 
Ph ili pson, MLAJ , 121. 

182 . Dia ry entry, Mar . 29 , 1934 , OPP box 3 : He brew 
Union Coll ege Annual , 2:419 (he r eaf t er cited as HU CA) . 

183 . See bibliog r aphy; Ph i li pson , MLAJ, 93 ff . , 99-1 20 . 

1*4 . Diary entry, Se pt . 7, 1933, OPP box 3 . 

185 . Diary entry, Sept. 1 5 , 1890 , OPP box 3. 

186 . Evyatar Friese l , "The Age of 
J udaism," in A Bicentennial Fest 
Marcus, ed . Bertram al ace orn at am, Hass. : 
American Jewish Hi storical Society, an-0 N.Y . : Ktav 
Pub lishi ng Ho use , Inc., 1976) , 148-49 (he rea f ter c it ed 
as Fr iesel in Festschrift); Philipson , OEJ, 217-1 9. 
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Blau and Sa lo W. Baron {eds . ) , The Jevs of the United 
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Soc iety fo r tfelio r ating the Co ndition of t he Je ws ," and 
" Fr ey , Joseph Samue l C. F .": dia ry entry, Nov . 7 , 189 1 , 
DPP box 3 . 
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6/7; David Philipson , Cincinnati , to Alexand e r Marx, 
N.Y ., Jan. 11, 1922, OPP 1/13 ; Minutes J .P. S . Classics 
Committee, Apr. 26, 1916, OPP 2 :1 5 ; Jacob R. Marcus, 
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DPP 4/4 , 
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74-75 , 129 - 33 . 
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16 . Philips on , OEJ , 53 . 
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28 . Philipson , ~. 479. 

........ ~ _--_ 
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Washington , D. C., Sept. 23 , 19 18 , CBIR 2/6 . 

78 . Friesel , " Schiff," 72 . 

79. Ibid . , 71. 

80. David Philipson , Cinc innati, to Samuel Sc hulman , 
Sept . 18 , 191 8 , CBIR 2/6 . 
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Cincinnati, Oct . 1, 1918, OPP 1/9; Da vid Philipson , 
Cincinnati , to Simon Wolf , Washington, D.C ., Jan . 7 , 
191 8 ( 1919 ) , CRIR 2/ 6 : Philipson to Kahn , Jan. 31 , 
1919, Da vi d Philipson , Ci ncin nati, to llenry Berkowitz, 
Phila ., Feb . 10 , 1919 , Cfi!R 2/8 ; Abram Simon , 
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Ci ncinnat i , to Jacob Kaplan , Ci ncinnati, Feb . 26 , 1923, 
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N.Y., Feb. 24 , 1925, CBIR 4/2 ; He r bert Pa r zen , "The 
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5/S , D- 6/ 1 ; cf. Philipson-Englander correspondence , 
1909-1910 , DPP 1/4; S tanley F . Chyet , "Jae.ob R. Ma r c.us 
- A Biogr aphic.al Sketch ," in Essa ys in Ame r ican Jewi sh 
History (Cincinnati, American Jewish Archives , 1958 ) , 
9 . 

Meye r, "Centennial llis tory," 90 ff . f"' 
David Phi lip so n, Cinci nna t i, to Willia m Rosenl u , 

Baltimore , Ma r. 9 , 1922, CBIR 3/4. Cf . Rose nnu to 
Philipson, tlar . 3 , 1922, CBIR 3/4. 

Diary entry, July 27 , 19 34 , OPP hox 3; Philipson , 
MLAJ, 449 . 

Diary entry , Feb. 23 , 1934, OPP box 3 . 

David P~ilipson, Cincinnati, to Abba Hillel 
Silver , Cl eveland~ Mar . 1, 1926 , !)PP 1/1~ 

Ibid .; Julian Morgenstern , Cincinnati , t o Davi d 
Phi lip son , Cinci nnati , Mar. 4 , 19 26 , DPP 1/1 3 ; Abba 
Hillel Silver , Cleveland , to David Philipson , 
Cincinnati , Mar . 4 , 1926 , OPP 1/1 9 ; James G. Helle r, 
Cincinna ti, to David Philipson , Cincinnati, Mar . 5 , 
1926 , DPP 1/7 ; Wi l liam Rosenau , Baltimore , to David 
Philipson , Cincinnati , Mar. 9 , 16 , 1926 , DPP 1/18. 

Diary ent r ies , Sep t. 9 , 1928, Apr . 24 , 19 3 1, DP !' 
box 3; llUC Board of Governor s ~linutes , ~ lay 8 , 194f> , 
llUCR D-19/1 . 

Samuel Schulman , N.Y., to Dayid Philipson , 
Cincinna t i, J an . 12, 1922, CBIR 3/3 . 

Meyer, "Centenni a l His t o r y ," 100. 

29 . Da vid Philipson, Ci ncin nati, to L. B. Wolfenson , 
Boston , July 8 , 1924, CBIR , 3/7 ; dia r y entry, July 20 , 
1931, DPP box 3 . 

30. David Philipson, Cincinnati, t o Julian 
Morgenstern, Cincinnati, Dec. 11, 1946 , CBI R 9/4 • 
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3 1 . David Philipson, Ci ncinnati , to Sa muel Schulman. 
N.Y . , Mar. 29 . Nov. 26 , 1922, Schulman to Philipson, 
Nov . 8 , 1922 , Philipson to Schulman, Nov . 21 , Dec . 1, 
1922, Sc hulman to Philipson , Dec. 27 , 1922, Philipson 
to Schulman, Feb . 14, 192 3 , CBIR 3/3 : Schulman to 
Philipson , Nov. 10 , 1923 , David Philipson, Cinci nnati , 
to Julian Morgenstern , Cincinnati, Nov . 17, 1923, CB IR 
3/ 7: Meyer, "Centennial History , " 109- 10 . 

32 . Meyer, "Centennial History," 11 9 ff. , 161-62: 
dia r y entries , Apr . 25, May 31 , July 3 , 1934 , OPP box 
3 . 

( 
33. Diary entry, Dec . 20 , 19 34, OPP box 3. 

34. Diary entries, Mar. 13 , May 4, 12, 1936 , OPP box 
3; Oavid Phi l ipson , Cincin nati , to Ma ur ice Ja cobs , 
Phila ., Nov. 21 , 1938 , CBIR 8/4; Philipson , MLAJ , 65 , 
111: Meyer , "Centennial History , " 126-27. --

35. Diary entry, Oct. 21 , 1933 , OPP box 3 ; see 
Philipson ' s 1934 HUC Fo unde r' s Day Address as printed 
in the Ame r ican Is r ael i te , Ma r . 29 , 1934 , in diary 
entry , Ma r . 29, 1934 , DPP box 3. Phi l ipson , MLAJ , 69-
70 : Philipson , Centenar y Pa pers , 200-1 . --

36. CCARY , 1:6 , 2:10 , 3:2 . See Philipson ' s 
correspondence in OPP 1/17 . 

37. CCARY , 1-8, passi m, esp . 1 : 22 , 29 , 2 :13, 25, 3 :48, 
4:37 , 6 :17 , 30 , 34 , 7:41, 8:45 , SS : diary entry, Se pt. 
1 , 1933 , DPP box 3 . 

38 . See CCARY, 11-20 , passim , es p. 13:46 ff., 91-93 , 
115 ff. , 14, 16 : 6 1, 20 :48-49, 52- 53, 55 . 

39 . PO AHC, 4808 : CC ARY , 13 : 91-93. 

40 . CC ARY , 14:22. 

41. CCA RY, 13: 91-9 3 , 14: 160-6 1, 15:66- 72, 16:132 ff .: 
d i a ry e ntry, J an. 4 , 1906, DPP box 3 . 

42 . Phi l i ps on, !ih!d.· 192-93. 

43 . CC ARY, 18: 148 , 152 , 19 :33- 34 , 191-93 . 

44 . CCAR Y, 18 :62 f f., 98 , 130-31 , 151-52 . 

45 . Hax He ller, Ne w Orleans, t o Da vi d Phi li pson, 
Cincinnati , Apr. 5 , 1909, DPP 2/ 12 ; Ph i lipso n t o 
He ll e r, Ap r . 13, 1909, DPP 1/ 7 . 
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46. CCARY, 24 : 138 . 

47 . CCARY , 18:93 , 154- 55. 

48 . The Holy Sc riptures, vi. 

49. CC ARY , 18 : 149; "Reminiscences of My Presidency," 
n . d. , DPP 5/5. 

50 . 

5 1. 

52. 

53 . 

54. 

55 . 

56 . 

Mayer Sulzberger, Phila. , to David Philipson, 
Cincin nat i , Oc t . 2&-, 1907 , Philipson to Sulzber ger , 
Oct. 31 , 1907, OPP 2/2 . 1 am grateful t o Dr. Jonathan 
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manuscript in process, The His tory of the Jewish 
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J onathan D. Sa rna, The History of the Jewish 
Publ icat io n Soc iety (MS in process) , c h . 5 , pp. a t -23 
(hereafter cited as Sa rna, History of JPS). 

Cyrus Adler, I Have Co ns ide r ed the Oa fs (Phi l a . : 
Jewi sh Publ ication Society , 1941), 287-88hereafter 
ci t ed as Adler , I Have Considered). Cf . The Holy 
Sc rip t u r es , vii, Sa r na , History of JPS , c h. 5, pp. 23-
25. 

Sa rn a , History of JPS, ch . 5 , pp . 23- 28 . 

"Memorandum of a Con fe r ence had between Dr. 
Philipson and Dr. Adler in Washingt on , February 13 th, 
1908 , etc . " OPP 2/ 15 . 

Ibid.; Ad ler , I Have Consi de r ed , 287-88; 
Phi l i pson, MLAJ , 197 . 

David Philipson, Cincinnati, to Max Heller , Ne w 
Orleans , Feb. 17, 1908, HHHP, 4/18; Dav id Lefkowitz , 
Dallas, t o David Philipson, Cincinnati, Mar. 6 , 1908 , 
OPP 1/ 11; Samuel Hirschberg , Milvaukee , to David 
Ph i lipson, Cincinnati , Mar . 9 , 1908 , DPP 1 /7 ; Tobias 
Sc haufa r be r , Chicago , to David Philipson, Cincinnati, 
Mar . 9 , 1908 , DPP 1/19; Ma urice H. Harris , N.Y., to 
David Phi l ipson , Cincinnati , Mar . 9 , 1908 , OPP 2/8 : Max 
Heller , New Or lean s , to David Ph i.lJ.pson, Ci ncinnati, 
Har. 10, 1908, DPP 1/7; Joseph Stolz, Chicago, to David 
Philipson , Her. 13 , 1908, DPP 1/ 19; Julian Ho r ge ostern, 
Cincinnati, to Da v i d Philipson, Har. 15 , 1908 , DPP 
1 / 13 . 

CC ARY , 18 :92 , 151 . 
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59 . CCARY, 18:157-58. 
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6 3 . CCARY, 19:199. 
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66 . CCARY , 19:210-11. 
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68. Ibid. 

69 . CC ARY, 19:170-84. 

70. Dia ry entry, Feb. 15 , 1934, ~OPP box 3. 

71. CC ARY, 57 :1 74. 

72 . Samuel Sc hulaan ( 1912 and 1913 ): CC ARY , 22:230, 
23:102 ; Hoaea Gries ( 1914): CCARY, 24:13; Leo M. 
Franklin (1921): CCARY. 31:13; Edvard N. Ca l iach 
( 1923): CC ARY, 33:11 ; Abra• Si •on (1924): CCARY , 3 4:11 : 
Louis Wolsey (1926): CCARY, 36:13; David Lefkov1tz 
( 1929): CCARY. 39:1 3 ; Sa•u•l 8. Goldenaon (1934 ): 
CCARY, 44:13; Felix A. Levy (1935): CCARY, 4$•12. 

73 . CCARY, 22 : 70; correapondence vith Joseph J asi n , 
1912-1913, DPP 1 /8 : Phi lipson, ~. 268 . 

74. Joaeph Stolz, Cape Hay . N.J . , to David Philipson, 
Cincinnati, July 9, 1922, CBIR 3/5. 
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75 . CCARY, 24: 132-36: David Philipson, Ci nci nnati, to 
Ad olf frau s , N.Y., Oct . 4 , 1913, OPP 1/9 ; Louis 
Marshall , N.Y., to David Philipson , Ci nci nnati , Feb . 
19, 1914, OPP 1/13 . 

76 . Diary e nt ry, Dec. 22 , 193 1, OPP box 3 . 

71. CC ARY, 1: 29-30 , 2: 17 , 3:97 , 4:46, 5:85 , 20 :146: 
diary entries , Dec . 22 , 1931, Sept . 7 . 1933, DPP box 3: 
Isaa c S. Hosea, N. Y. , to David Philipson , Ci nci nnati , 
Hay 29 , 1893 , DPP 1/ 13 . 

78 . David Phil i pson, Cincin nati , to William Rosenau , 
Baltimore , Feb . 28 , 1916 , OPP 1/18 . 

' ,,, . 
78a . Wi ll iam Ros enau, Baltimore, to David Phi l ipson , 

Ci ncinna ti , Feb . 22 , 19 16 , OPP 2/12 . 

79 . Loui s Wo l sey , Cle veland, to David Philipson , 
Cinci nnat i, Dec . 10 , 19 18 , CBIR 2/7 . 

80 . David Phi l i pson, Ci ncinnati, to Wi lliam Rosenau , 
Baltimore , Dec. 12, 1918 , CBIR 2/7 , 

81 . Da v id Philipso n, Cinci nna t i , to Will iam Rosenau , 
Bal t imo re , Dec . 18 , 1918 , CBIR 2/7 . 

82 . CCARY , 30 :94-96 , 123-24: Leo Fr anklin , Thetford, 
Ont. , to David Philipson, Ci ncinnati , July 12 , 1920, 
CBIR 3/2: diary entry , Dec. 22 , 1931 , OPP box 3. 

83 . Wil liam Rosenau, Baltimore , to Da vi d Ph il ipson, 
Ci ncinnat i , Har. 9 , 1922 , OPP 1/18; Eph raia Frisch, 
N. Y., t o David Philipson, Cincinnati , Har. 9, 1922, OPP 
1/5; Harry Ettelson, Phila., to David Phil ipson , 
Ci ncinnati , Har. 13, 1922 , OPP 1/3 ; Saauel Sch ulaan, 
N.Y., to Da vid Philipson, Ci ncinnati, Har. 9 , 1922 , OPP 
2/1 ; saae to aaae, Mar. 15 , 1922, DPP 2/2. 

84 . CC ARY , 32 :39. 

85. CCARY, 39:114 , 143: Jaaea G. Heller , Cinci nnati, 
to David 1bilipson, Cincinnat i , Dec . 6 , 1929, CBIR 5/8; 
Dav-t~ Philipson , Cincinnati , to Saauel Sc hulaan, K.l. , 
Har. 22 , 1930, CBIR S/2 . 

86 . David Philipson, Ci ncinnat i , to David Le(kovits , 
Dallas , Jan . 16, 1930, CBIR S/10; saae to •••• · Har. 
24 , 1930 , CBIR 5/12 : Sa•ual Scbal•aa, N.T., to David 
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1929 , CBII 5/8; CCART, 40:84 ff. 
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88. Phili son . HLA J , 98: CCARY, 51:107 . 

89. Diary ent ries , May 1 7 ' 1928, July 26, 1932 , OPP 
box 3. 

90. Diary entries, Sept . 2 ' 1931, Jan . 26 , 193 2 . OPP 
box 3. 

91. CCARY, 45 :93-94. 
, 
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5' 1932, OPP box 3 . 

93. Louis Wolsey, Phila. , to George Zepin, Cincinnati , 
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box 3. 

94. David Philipson, Cincinnati , to Hyman Enelow, 
N.Y., Feb. 14, 1930 , CBIR 5/ 11: David Philipson, 
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Philipson, Ci ncinnati, June 1, 1934. CBIR 7/4: diary 
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95. David Philipson~ Cinci nnati , to Samuel Schulman , 
N.Y., Hay 8, 1934, CBIR 7/4 . 

96. David Philipson, Rye Beach , N.H., to George Zepi n, 
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98 . Hyman Enelow, N. Y., to Da vid Phi lipson, 
Cincinnati , Her. 1, 1929. CBIR 5/1: Alexander Segal , 
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Oakland , Ca ., Feb . 6 , 1928, CBIR 4/5. 
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100. CCARY , 38:157. 
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1. Address: " The Interreli gious Mind , " n.d. , DPP 4/9; 
Philipson, MLAJ, 52, 468. 

2 . Philipson , Lilienthal, 96- 97 . 

3 . Philipson , Lilienthal, 96-1 00, Chapter Six; 
Philipson , Centena ry Papers , 180 ff . 

4 . Address: ''Church and State," n.d., DPP 4/1. 

5. Ibid .; diary ent ri es , Jan.2 , 1888 , Dec . 29 , 1931, 
July 21, 1932 , OPP box 3. 

6 . Jacob Rader Marcus, "The Americanization o f Isaac 
Maye r Wise " (Ci ncinnati: American Jewish Archives , 
1969), 17-1 8; diary ent ri es , Oc t. 20 , 1927, July 15 , 
1928 , Aug. 18 , 1935 , OPP box 3 . 

7. David Phi lipson, Cincinnati, to Ferdinand 
Is s e r man, S t . Louis , May 5 , 1930 , CBIR 6/ 1 ; address: 
" Ed ucatin g our Youth Away from Religious and Race 
Pre j udi ce , " Washington , D.C., Feb. 13, 1908 , OPP 4/5 . 

8 . Diary entry , Aug . 18 , 19 35 , OPP box 3 . 

9 . Se rmon: "The Open Door in Religion," n . d. {prob . 
early 1920 ' s) , DP P 5/ 13 . 

10 . Ibid . 

11. Philipson, MLAJ , 383 ff ., 468. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15 . 

16 . 

l 7 . 

, Dia ry entry, Dec . 25 , 193 1, OPP box 3 . 

Da vid Philipson , Cin c inna ti, to William Alfred 
Ma r qua, Cinc innati, Dec. 17 , 1930 , CBIR 6/5 . 

Philipson, MLAJ, 157 . 

David Philipson , Clnci nnoti , t o James A. Green, 
Cincinnati, Oct. 18 , l 9f6 , OPP 1/6 . 

Philipson , MLAJ , 49 , 72 . r-
D1ory entry , Feb . 28, 1935 , DPP box 3. 
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18. Untit led address (on Co ngress of Liberal R'1igious 
Societies), n.d. (prob . 1894), address : "Why I am a 
Jev ," n . d. ( 1894), OPP box 7; Philipson , MLAJ, 89-91. 
95-96 . --

19 . Philipson , HLAJ , 171 - 73 ; diary entry, Nov . 28 , 
1930, OPP box 3; David Philipson , Cincinnati, to 
Will lam McKibben, Ci ncinnati , Nov. 28 , 1907, OPP 1 / 13 . 

20 . David P.hilipson , Cincinnati , to Jospeh Kornfeld , 
Columbus , Oh i o , Har . 16, 1915 , OPP 1/9 ; address: "Th e 
Bible in the Public Sc hools," n.d . , OPP 4/2: CCARN, 
24 : 132-36 , 35:58: Philipson , MLAJ , 253-55; David 
Philipson , Cincinnati , to Harry-t° . Davis, Columbu s , 
Ohio , Feb. 2, 1922 , CBIR 3/4. 

2 1. Address: "Jews and Christian Science ," n.d. , OPP 
4/1 0 ; David Philipson, Cincinnati, to Rudolph I . 
Coffee , Oakland , Ca., Feb. 6, 19 28, CBIR 4/5 ; David 
Philipson, Ci ncinnati, to Sid ney Wallach, N.Y ., June 
11, 1935 , CBIR 7/5; diary entry , Sept . 13, 1934, DPP 
box 3; David Philipson , Cincinnati, to John J. 
HcNicholas, Ci ncinnu ti , July 5 , 1938, CBIR 8/4 . 

22 . Address : " Educati ng our Youth Away from Re ligious 
a nd Race Prejudice , 11 Washington , D. C., Feb. 13 , 1908, 
DPP 4/5: O.D . foste r , N.Y. , to David Philipson, 
Cincinnati, Dec. 3 , 1925 , OPP 1/5 : Eugene Mannheimer , 
Des Moines, Iowa, to David Philipson , 1925 , 1926 , OPP 
1/13: David Philipson, Cincinnati , to Charles H. Brent , 
Buffalo , Oct . 4 , 19 28, CBIR 4/7 . 

Q3. Philipson, MLAJ, 506 . 

24 . Se r mon: 11 Inter Religious Harmony," Har . 5 , 1932 , ...__, 
OPP 4/9 . 

~ 
25 . David 0 bil ipson , Atlantic Cit y, N.J., to Alfred M. 

Cohen, Ct noat i , Feb . 4 . 1929 , Philipson, Atlantic 
Ci t y , N. J. , to Eve r ett R. Clinchy , N. Y., f'eb . 4, 1929, 
OPP 1/ 1; David Philipson, Cincinnati, to Alfred M. 
Cohe n, Ci ncinnati , Mar. 20 . 1931 , CBIR 6/7; Philipso n, 
~. 506-7. 

26. Philipson , ~. 505. 

27. Cinci nna ti Ti•es Sta r, Nov. 2, 1928, in OPP 10/ 2 ; 
Phili pson, MCXJ, 66-67, 780; diary entry, Oc~. 30, 
1935, OPP bO"X"3 • 

28 . Diary ent r ies , Nov. 9, 1932, May 19, 1933, June 5, 
1935 , OPP box 3. 
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34. 

35. 

OPP box 3 . 

Dia r y ent r y , Au g . 31, 1934 , OPP box 3. 

Dia r y ent r y , Mar. 21 , 1937, OPP box 3 . 
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McNicho l as , Cincinnati , July 5 , 1938 , CBIR 8/4. 
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Ci nc innati , Nov . 22 , 1928 , CBIR 4/8 . . 
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HLAJ , 402 . 
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1. "Ad d re s s a t. C rad u a t i o n Ex e r c l. s e s o f t-h e J e.,,. i s h 
Institute of Religion ," May 27 , 1934, DPP 4/6. 

2 . Philipson , MLAJ , 29 , 32 . 

3 . Se e ~ibli ography, below. 

4 , Freehof , "Introduction , " xiv, xx!; William 

5 . 
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7 . 

8 . 

9 . 
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1 3. 

14. 

1 5 . 
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Rose nau , Baltimore , to David Philipson, Cin c in nati , May 
I , 1907 , OPP 1/18 . 

Ma rc us , "Philipson llistorio g r aphy , " 28- 30 . 

Ibid ., 28 : see dia ri es , passim, for regular 
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own r eviews of the books anO\~ourn~ls he rea d , a nd he 
indicated that he read extensively in French an<l 
Ge r man, as well as English . 

Philipson , MLAJ, 54 . 

Philipson , MLAJ, 54 - 55 . 

Philipson, OEJ , 117-18, 2 1Q. 

PJAHS , 17:iii, 38 :346: Philipson, MLAJ , 177. 

Marcus , "Philipson Histori ography , " 30 . 

Philipson , Cen~nar§ Pa per s , Pr eface , 11-6 2; 
Phi lipson , MLAJ, 15~ 44 ; Philipson , "A Reformer"; 
address : "HYTf rst Glimpse of Dr. Wise ,'' n. ~ ., OPP 5/ l; 
address: "Pe r sonal Con tacts with the Founder ." Mar . 24 , 
1934 , OPP 5/4. 

Phflipson , Lilienthal , v-v i . 

Diary ent r ies , Au g . 24 , 1933, Feb. 22, 19 37, OP P 
box 3 . 

Untitled graduation address , n . d. , OPP box D; Max 
lleller , Nev Orleans, to Da vid Philipson, Cincinna t i , 
n • d • , OPP 1I7 • 

' Sermon, "Pesac;h , " n . cl. , DPP 4/5; di~ entry , 
Sep t. 2 1 , 1927 , DPP box 3; Philipson , HL~f 378 . 
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Kohn , Cinc innati, Win ter, 1986. 

1 7 . 

RMiJ , 437- 91, esp . 442 , n. 113 . 

~icha el Meye r , to noug 
See also Philipson , 

18 . HUCA, 2:4 19; diary entries , July 21 , 1905 , Jan . 
10 , l~ DPP box 3 : see se r mons , nPP boxe s 4-7 , esp . 
those in box 7 . 

19 . Philipson, RHiJ , vi. 

20 . I bid . 

21 . David Philipson , Ci ncinnati, t o Louis E. 
Le vinth al , Phila ., Feb . 3 , 1944 , CBIR 9/2; Bernard J . 
Bambe r ge r, "Philipson ' s His t ory of Reform Judaism, " 
CC AR Jou r nal , 15 (no .1 ) :4 ff. 

22 . See Freehof , " Introduction , " xxi , for o th e r no n-
Eng lish his t o r ies . 

23 . Diary ent ri es , Sept . 21 , 19 27, June 13 , Au n . 5 , 
1928 , OPP box 3; Cha rl es Bl och, ~ . Y ., to David 
Philipson , Cincin nati , Nov. 15 , 1928 , David Philipson , 
Cincinnati , to Caesa r Se l i gman , Fr ankfu r t on t he Main, 
·: ov . 23, 192 8 , CRIR 4/8 . 

24 . David Philipson , Ci ncinnati , t o Mr . and !lr s . J . 
Mo rt on Helman , Cincinna t i, Feb. 15, 1931, CBI R 6 /7. 

25 . Dia r y ent r y , Se pt. 11 , 1932 , OPP box 3 . 

26 . Fr eehof, "Introduction"; see also works by Dr . 
Mic hael A. Heyer , Hebrew Union College - Jewish In s titute 
of Re li gion , Ci ncinna ti . 

27 . " Are There Tr aces of the Ten Lost Tr ibes in Ohio?" 
PAJHS , 13:37 ff. ; " The Ci ncinnati Community in 1825," 
PA)HS , 10:97 ff.: "The Heb r ew Words on th e Tombstone of 
Wi lli am Br adfo r d , " PAJ US , 22: 186 ff.; "The Jewish 
Pi onee r s of t he Ohi o Valley , " PAJHS, 8 :43 ff. 

28 . Heinsheimer: PAJUS , 28 : 284 ff. ; Enelow: AJYB , 
36 :23 ff.: J . Walte r Fr eiberg: PAJUS , 29 :1 61 ff.; 
Julius Freiberg : PAJHS , J 9:202 ff. ; Tobler : PAJHS , 
31:268 ff.; Levi: PAJHS , 28:289 ff.; Cr ies: PAJHS , 
28:274 ff .; Fox : PAJHS, 25 :149 ff . ; E~ekiel, PAJHS , 
28 : 1 ff. 
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29. See Philipson- Singer correspondence, 192 1 , CilIR 
3/3 ; Da vid Phi l ipson , Cincinnati , to Is i dor Sin ge r, 
N. Y. , Sept . 11 , 192 1 , CBIR 3/5 : Isaac Landman , N. Y . , to 
Da vid Philipson , Cincinnati , Oc t . 29 , 1929 , CBI R 5/6; 
David Philipson, Ci ncinnati , to Max J. Kohle r , N. Y. , 
May 12 , 1929 , CB IR 5/2. 

30. Philipson, MLAJ , 197-200 . 

31. CCARY , 21:105-6 ; Mayer St.11 zbe r ge r , Phila. , t o 
David Philipson , Cincinnati , Ju ne 12 , 191 0 , OPP 2/2; 
I . W. Be rn heim , Louisville, to Da vid Philipson , 
Ci ncinnati , J~ne 14 , 191 0 , OPP 1/1: see Philipson-Adler 
correspondence , OPP 2/ 14. 

32. Philipson , MLAJ , 200: David Philipson , Cincinnnti, 
to Lipman Levy , Ci ncinnati , May 18 , 1914 , OPP 1/11: 
address: "Jacob II . Schiff and the Bible Tr anslation , '' 
n. d. , OPP- 4 /10 . 

33 . Dia r y entry, Oct. 4, 1890 , OPP box 3 ; address : 
" Ope nin g Address at Go l den Jubilee Celeb rati on of 
JPSA , " Dec. 11 , 1938 , DPP 5/3 : Philipson , HLAJ , 56-57 . 

34 . Jewish Publication Societ y Publication Committee 
Mi nutes , Ma r. 1 , 1C) l 4, Aug. 17 , 18 , 1915 , OPP 2/ 15 ; 
Cy rus Adler . Phlla •• to Da vid Philipson , Apr . B, 1914, 
OPP 2/14 ; Philipson , HLAJ , 248- 50; William Rosenau, 
Baltimore , to David PhfiTpson . Cincinnati , l1ar . 3 , 
19 16 , DPP 2/ 12; Hoses Ga s t er. Ma ' aseh Book (Phila.: 
Jewish Pub l ica t ion Society . 1934 . facsimile r eprint 
edition , 198 1 ) . 1-ii. 

35 . Di ary ent r ies , July 15 , 1928 , June 15 , Nov. 18 , 

36 . 

1937 , DPP box 3; Cyr us Adler , Phlla. , t o David 
Philipson , Ci ncinnati. Oct. 7 , 1929 . CBIR 5/6 ; Da v id 
Philipson , Cincinna t i, t o Fritz Baer , Je r usal em. June 
3 , 1932 , CBIR 6/9 . 

Diary entry , July 10 , 1932. OPP box 3 . ' .... 

37 . Diory en t ry , Nov . 10 . 1937 , OPP box 3. 

38 . Diary en t ry , Jan ~ 9, 1888 , OPP box 3 . 

39 . Da vid Philipson (ed.) . Le t te r s of Rebecca Gratz 
(Phila.: Jevish Publicat ion Societ y . 1929) . vii ; David 
Philipson . Cincinnoti , to Hrs . Thoaas ~· Clay . 
Lexington , ly., June 11 , 1923 , CBIR 3/7 ; Cy r us Adler , 
Phi l o • • to David Philipson , Cincinnati , Dee . 19, 1923, 
CBIR 3/8 . 
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40. Mary Atherton Leach, Cape May , N . J . ~ to David 
Phili pson , Cincinnati , July 27 , 1923 , CBIR 3/7 : Cyrus 
Adl e r, Phila. , to David Philipson , Cinci nnati , Dec . 19 , 
1923, CB I R 3/3 ; Da vid Phi li pson, Cincinnati , to A. S . W. 
Rosen bach , Phila. , Feb. 22 , 1924, CBIR 3/9 ; Da vid 
Philipson , Cincinnati , to Cy rus Adler, Philo. , Nov . Q , 
1928 , Max J . Kohle r, N. Y., to David Philipson , 
Cincinnati, Nov . 21, 1928 , Da vid Philipso n, Cincinna ti, 
to Cy ru s Adler , Ph ila. , Dec . 19 , 1928 , CRIR 4/8 ; David 
Philipson , Cincinnati , to Cy r us Adler , Phila ., Jan . 18 , 
1929 , CBIR 4/9 . ~ 

41 . Philipson , MLAJ , 312-14: Da vid Philipson , 
Cincinnati , t o Cyrus Adler, Phila ., Jan . 18, 1929 , COIR 
4/9 ; Solomon Solis-Cohen , Ph il a ., t o David Philipson , 
Cin cinnati , Oct . 26 , 1929 , OPP 1/2. 

42 . Ph il i pson , MLAJ , Fo rewa r d . 

43 . Dia r ies , OPP box 3 . 

44. Philipson, MLAJ , Fo r eward . 

o 4~ . Hyman Enelow , N.Y. , to George A. Koh ut, N.Y .. Oct . 

46. 

4 7 . 

) 

6, 193 1, Ko hut to Enelow, Oct . l , 193 1, Da vid 
Philipson , Cincinnati , to George A. Koh ut, N.Y ., Nov. 
24 , 193 1, CBIR 6/8. 

Ma rcus, " Philipson Histo r iography . " 

Diary entry , No v. 10, 1937 , OPP ho x 3 . 

-
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