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P R ID F A C ID -

I n the preparation of this essay, I have endeavored to enter the 

laboratory, as it were, to sea how history is made . At the advice of 

one of my honored teachers I chose a sbort and exceedingly interesting 

period of Jewish his tory as the special t opic of r esearch. I have r ead 

carefully the sources and t he autnorities , and have tried to gain an 

insight into the various methods of t he his t orians who succ~eded i n 

fashionin~ t he facts tound in the sourc~s into more or l ess extensive 

bistorical accounts . Tne result of my nork i u t hi s regard was largely 

subjectiv~, though I have attampt 6d to indicate the characteristics of 

the bistorians of t his epoch, both as to conceptio2, interpretation, 

and manner of treatment. The body of this thasis aiws at a present

ation of t ha political and inner his tory of the Jews from 175 to 165 

B.C. ! ., t h& period of the Maccabean revo l t , beginning wit~ Antiochus 

gpbipbanes ' s accessi on t o the Syrian t hrone, anJ closing with the 

r acoa3ecration of the temple at Jerusalem. I realize that owing to 

natural limitations, and to lack of time , my ~umble effort will fall 



short of its aim. 

I wish to take this opportunity in t hanking Or. Butten~ieser 

for the loan of literature on t he subject of this essay. To Professor 

Gotthard Deutsch, I am under obli gations for val uabl e suggestions on 

the preparation of this taesis, and for the kindly interest ha manifestE 

towards me during my entire course at t he college, I wish to express my 

sincere appreciation. Mar3 verbal toanks are insufficient tc indicate 

my indebtedness to Professor Ephraim Fe ldman .1ho ~as l argdly responsiblE 

fo r t he mou lding of my mind, whose int imate friendship I was privileged 

to enjoy during the ai ~b t years of my sojour n i n Cincinnati. 

N. K. 
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T H E S 0 0 R C E S. 

In the preparation of this thesis, a careful study of the 

sources and their historical value, was absolutely necessary . The 

' 
history of the period in consideration could have been obtained at 

second hand from thd various historians who have dealt more or less 

exhaustively with the events of the Maccabean revolt. But there would 

not have been t hat inward satisfaction and familiarity with t he his tory 

which can come only from a study of t ba material at first hand. Fort-

unataly the sources for the s tudy of the epoch chosen as the topi c of 

reasearch by t he writer nare not numerous, and were in most cases ace-

essible . A pres3nt ation ~f t he contents and historical vilue of these 

is the purpose of this chapter . 

The mos t r eliable sources for t he study of t he Mac~abean age 

are t he First and Second books of tbe Maccabees., and of these, the 

former is oy fa r of superior merit. The author of, 

T H ID F I R S T B 0 0 K 0 F T H E M A C C A B E E S 

is unknown . All critics are agreed t hat be must have beeo a Palestinia~ 



Jaw, for t he following reasons: He had an intimate acquaintance with 

t he topography of t he country. He also mentions such detai l s as would 

' nave l i ttl a i nterest for one not living in the vary mi dst of the scenes 

of t he various activi t ies. [ Of . Chaps. 7 & 9, r esp. versas 19, and 

2, 4, 35 . ]. Re i s l ess fami liar Nith the geography and hia~ory of foreig! 

lands . [Cf . Chaps. 1,8,14,resp. verses 2-6-~,1-16 , 16. al so chap .12 

verse 6.]. He had an undisguised sympathy with t he neroic campai~ns 

conduQtad by t he successive Maccabean lead~ra . He was aodmanifests 

tnroughout t be book an ardaut admi ra tion for t be enti re Asmonean fami l ; 

Ha was gvidentl y al so i n sympathy with the priesthood . The renegade 

priests Jason and Menela us, b~ does no t mention at all . From thi s fact 

Gei ger in his Orschri ft concl~des toat the chronicler wust have been a 

( 

Saducea . [Ci . Sbuerer, Vol. 5, 2nd . divi sion, page a.J. 

The book contai ns in detailsd form an account of the ~accabean 

revol t , from the acces sion of Antiochus in 175 to 1558.C. E. It prefaces 

this ni story by a cursory introductiondealing 1•1i th the conquests of 

Al exander and the divi s ion of bis empire among his generals, erroneously 

M 



des i gnated as «the servants who were brought up with him from his yout~ 

The style is that of pure chronicle. The facts are narrated tersely and 

concisely without flourish and ornament. There is no moralizing such as 

we iind in the less re liable second book of t he Maccabees. The religiou 

spirit is not wanting. Frequent allusions are made to the divine power . 

As in the book of Esther , t he ~ord «God» does not occur once in the 

enti re book. The phrase found i s «cry unto heaven» . [ Vide Chaps. 3, 4, 9, 

18,resp. verses 50 60, 10 40, 4., 3. ]. It has been argued fro m this 

striking ommis sion of the word "God" , that t be genuine religious spirit 

of the prophets, was no more, and that a cold legalism,«the outward 

holine&s of the scribes• had taken i ts place . Jahve was no longer the 

God io immediate contact with his people. Re was no longer Israel's 

leader, the very essence of their existence,«the husband of Israel", 

but a far -o ff divine Presence, a Yoshev Basbomayim,a distant dwellar in 

I tne distant heavens. This religious status of t he Je1vswas a naturalcon-
:I)., 

sequence of the rigorous legalism instituted by Ezra . 
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The book must have been :n·i tten some time between 120 and 65 8. C.E. 

Var iouspr oofs have been adducedfor the fixi ng of this data. There i s in~ 

ternal evidence . The writer says that t he family monument erected to 

tba Asmoneans by Si mon at Modin in 145 B.C . E. was still standingwhen 

he wrote . Hence some time must have e lapsed between the erection of the 

monument and t he composition of tae book . The author's references to t he 

Romans , [ Vide Chaps . 8, 12, 14, rasp . var :::e s 1 1~, S, 40 . ] , fixes a 

terminus !d quern, vi z ., about 63 8.C. B. One theory ha~ it that t ne autbc 

frote under the inspiration of the glorious reign of Simon, 140 1258. C. E 

Siuce, however, th~ 1e i! no absol ute ly definite evidance, ao exact data 

can 11ot satisfactorily be determined upon . Suffice it to say that the 

dates o ff~ r1~d by the termini are not fa r distant from the time of the 

recorded events. Hence it is fair to suppose that the author either 

dre~ to a large extent from his own personalknowledgeand trom that of 

ais contamporaries, older than himsalf, cr f rom popular tradition that 

~1as yet untainted by myth, miracle and l egend . The statements in Chap. 

4 



9, ve1· se ~2 , "And the rest oi t he acts of. Judah, and his wars, and t he 

va liant deed~ whi ch he did, and his greatness, they are not written; 

for t hey rre re exceeding many . • , and in Chap . 1-. , verse 25, ~And t he 

r est of the acts of John, and of his wars, and of his valiant deeds, 

and of the hni ldi ng of the wall~thico he built , and of nis doi ngs, beholC 

tney are writ~en i n the chronicles of hi s high pr i esthood, from the timt 

that ne was made hi gb priest after his fat her" . , i ndicate that there 

must ~ave been some documents which the author employed iu bi s work, or 

of t he existence of which he was a~are. lf ~e assume an ear l i er date of 

com~osi tioo , say, the first ter~inus , t hen tuera need not nave been any 

docume1ns before toe 1•1ri ter , for tueu he cou l d have i'i l'i tt~n from some 

oersooal knowl edde aiddd of course by t be yat vivid tradit i on of men 
. 0 

woo liv ed i n toe stirr ing times. fhere i s no doubt t ha t tne original 

Fi rs t Maccabees was written in Hebr ew . Besi des the i uternal evi dence 

of style, W9 ~lVS the testimony of Jerome [540--420 c .E. ] :"The Fi rs t 

Book of the Maccabees I found i o Hebrew;tbe second i s Gr eek as can be 

5 



proved from i ts very styl e» . Or igen was also acquaint ed with the Hebrew 

text of the First Maccabees . [See, Eusebi us , Ri st . Eccl.6, 25.). 

The historical value of the Fi rst Maccabees is now acknowledged by all 

critics. without exc.Jpti on. ffiwal d says, "It breathes ~!1e fresilest ins-

pi ration of the pecul iar elevation of the time• . Gri ~w calls i t •a rec-

,_ 
ord of pricel ess worth". Sh uerer s ays:ri i s one of the most valuabl e 

sources 1'ie possess for tllt; ni s tory of the ._rewi sh people" . Gei ger i n 

his Urschrift, page 206, cnaracterizes toe book as a "campai gn document», 

He says : "Dia zwei auacber d&r Yakkabaer sind partei scbriften; das ers t 

nat ai ne n dar Makkab . Dy naati~ befreunde t en Sadducaer zum Verfasser, das 

z~eite ei nen die Uakkabaer mit ~1strauen beobachtenden Fnarisaer zuw 

Ve rfasaer oder vi:lmenr ~pitomator". Ye t ae does not fo r a moment 

question the h is~orici ty of the Fi rst Book . Its own i nternal evi dence i t 

tne best proof of its hi storica l value . First, t ile most i mportant event 1 

are ~ated accordi ng t o t oe 3e l eucidean ara . The accuracy of these dates 

nas been found on comparison wi t h those of Polybius, Li vy and other 

5 
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Greek and lati n sources. The minute account of avents, the chronological 

arrangement, the absence of t"he miraculous element, al so of t he element 

of exaggerated martyrology, the lack of white-washi ng t he account so th2 

it should always redound to tba glory of Israel, all point i n cumulative 

evidence to t ha rel i ability of t hi s book as a source ot Jewish history . 

T R E S E C 0 N D B 0 0 K 0 F T R\ E M A C C A B E E S 

differs material ly f rom t he f i rst i n several resp9cts . Geiger aas pointE 

out t hat t ne book must have baen ~ritteo by a Pharisee, one i ll disposec 

towards t he priests who~ be lash3s and castigat=s in his didacti J nar-

rativ~ . In Chap . 4 , 14 ba cha ractdrizes Jason, ~enelaus and others who 

are oot specifically menti onad, as gross a postates . T at the ~riter was 

not opposed to the priestl y office as such, we i nfer fro m bis clear 

a !)i gr a.nlllatic ramat•k, "Ho.10<3i t , t :1.: Lod. did not choose th3 natioo for th 

c la~ ! ' o aa~9 , but the pl aca for the nation ' s sake~ [ 5,-19 ] . He nce 

such pria3 t s as .Jason and ~ene laus are an utter abc.mination to tha Lord 

Anotna t' peculiar f ea tu· 10 of tll.a second book is its complete i gnoring of 
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the Asmoaean fami ly . J 0 D A S is the hero of this book. Still another 

di3tinct feature is the liberal introduction of t he miraculous e l ement 

and the frequent interspersion of l egend . The book purports to be an 

epitome of a larger work in f i ve vol umes composed by Jason of Cyrena. 

These books ara no longer extant and outside of t his brief notice wa 

know nothing at all about them. The book is prefaced by a copy of 

certai n letters sent by tbd Jens of Pal as tine to tnose of ~gypt, the 

professed aim being to urge th~ IDgyptian Jews to an observation ot tne 

faast of dedication . f Cf . One Q--19, T1·;0 1. ] • 'l'he body of t !le book 

jaals ~ith events c~w ·1n~ a period of fiftaan yaars , from 175 --161 

B.f!. i!: •• LCf . First ~3cc . One -7. ] It seems that neither tbe epitomize 

::ior Jason ~;as acquainted i\'i th the first book. There are s.averal notable 

disa~raements patent be~weea tha t wo books in regard to specific chron

ol ogy, arrangement of events, and statement of facts. The first book, 

~hatevar it~ othe r motive may have been, was written primarily as a 

history . The second has as its avowed aim t he instruction and edific

~ti:>a or th~ Gr;?ek- s9aaking ,Je:•rs. [Cf . Two 25--29, and Si x12. ] . 

8 



Tna writer i s more of a r e l igious t eacher than a chronicl er. The date 

of composition cannot be definitely determined upon . Josephus in all 

probabilities did ~ot know t he book, for be neither used it nor mentions 

i t . In viewof t his fact it is aot going too far to conjecture that t he 

9Pi t omi zer flourished somawbare toaards the close of t na last century 

bs fora our p re~ant er a . Jason naturallyth3a, lived a nd nrote at an ea rli 

period, t ha lpproxi3at9 date of nhi ~ h is , som~w~s re in the penul t imate 

century B. C. E. Thi s co njecture i s str!n~thened by t~e natur~ of t he 

9pito~9 . The acJounts recorded t!1~rein a re often confused and at times 

~d li-co otrad ictory. Ja~on ' s s our~a3 , if t he apitomi st as eµitomist is 

reli1ole, must have bee n oral and tne tradition considerably removed i n 

poi nt of ti ~e fro m t ba occurre n~es t hemselves . Because of its clarity, 

its consistent account, its accurate chronology, t he first book takes 

ora~ada nce ov~r the second as to documentary evidenca . That t he book 

was nrittan originally in Graek has been a stablish~d beyond a doubt . 

Je ro me alraady says in t ba ?roloqus Galeatus, "Machabaeorum li ber 

9 



secundus Graecus est, quod ex ipsa quoque pbrasei probari potest• . The 

cri tio.~ say t llat the styl e i s thoroughly Gr eek, thel"a beiag not a singl t 

Hebraism in t he entire book. Though i ts hi storical worth,as hinted at 

before, is inferior t o t hat of the first book, yet in conjunction with 

i t fo~·ms a val uable source of informati on on thi s period . Of the asser t· 

ion of the beliaf in i mmortality and resurrection in thi s book. and of 

tha em?hatic and apparently purposed ommi ssioo of t hes3 doctr i nes in tht 

f i r::; c. cook, mention .shall oa ma:le in a subset!uent chapter . 

J 0 S Ii: P H U S. 

The next source of any i mportance for the study of thts epoch is 

toe Jewish histor i an Flavius Josipbus. Whatever viewe may be heldin re-

gerd to hi s re liabi lity as a historian, his prejudices in fa vor of the 

Jews, his distorting of events ad majorem gloriam Judaeorum,must be laid 

asid~ in the considerati on o: : his t rustwortbinese as a chronicler of th: 

dacade of the ~accao3an age. Josephus evidently had a copy of the f irs· 

1' {t • 
I· ~. '..-6 .... ( ..... """"'1 

Maccaoee s before hi m when he indi t ed his chapters dealing with thl s era 

" , I ·1 .,...N. 
I have carefully compared hi s account wi t h t ba t gi v~n i n the First Mace 

and hava found it to be an accurate epitome of that volume. 

10 



The epitome extends as f~I as 184 B.C . E. No new information is obtained 

from Josephus on this period . It is to be ooserved that tae confirm

atory evidence . of Josephus adds to the trustwortbinea1 as an histori cal 

document of the First Maccabees. 

0 T H E R J g W I S H SOURC~S 

contain but slight hints relativa to tb i s period,"donnaes pui sees aux 

autres sources~ . The Talmud andMidrasllim furnish o.aly indications gen-

er!lly o! an obscure nature . Io ~egilla, 11A, Mattatbias and his sons ar1 

illeationed . Mattathias i s incorractly deEigoate6 high priast . The legend 

aoout the oil,wbicu is strangely omitted in Second ~acc ., is told i n 

Sao )a t h21B . In tile Megillath l"a' aai t h, of :vhbh moL·.: .. 1ill be mentin-

Dd<l shortly, a more pl ausible account i s ~iv9n for toe ei ght days' eel-

ebration of the feast of Dedication. It ~tates that it t ook t he Mace-

ab~es eight days to renovate and cleanse the temple. In Pesachi m t he 

utter da~radation o~ the pria3thood is dascribed . No specitic na mes 

cf oriests are m~nticoed . In Vayikra Rabba t he condition of t he priest

hood at the time of the second templ: i s described in no fl attering 

11 



terms . «The grand dignity of the high- priestly office was sold for 

~oney, and the high-prie~ts got rid of t heir competitors by m a g i c, 

or .;;ome other foul mannar 0
• The so-called Megillath Ta ' ani th has an 

account very ambiguousat t i mes, of the Maccabeaa pariod. [See Derenb-

ourg ' s trans l~tion. ] . 9t mentions among other t hings the com~and of 

Aatiochus to Lysias to i ssue orders against circumcision, the observati< 

of the l aws, especi ally that of t he sabbato, and t he prohioition of the 

study of the l aw. Shemoth ?.aooa, · mentions ~:;.t t.atnias and bis so ns as 

men :1ho r.amainad fait i1tul to t he la:1 a nd to God, an'.l that t )ay llad rout• 

t b'3 3.rmi.as of Ant iochus . [ d~o:? ~nap . 15; and in Vayi .<i'a, se:~ Chap . ~l . ] 

N O It SOuRCE L 

qi story must al.vays be read in t l:.; light of subs3quent ;vents . T!le 

most difficul t thing is to estim~t9 contemporary history . ~vents often 

occur nhi~n seem at the time of small moment , but which, viewed from 

the parspacti ~? of several caaturias hence, loom l arge on the hisiorica 

· •rh uaccab~-an revolt in t be eyes of the non- Jewish hist orians no rizoo. .:.1i? :11 

12 
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must have appeared as a trivial affair . Little Judea that tiny strip in 

Coelo-Syria could stir up onl y a storm in a tea-pot. Bow insignificant 

its oickerings and battles are compared uith the Roman coaquests, the 

Macedonian victories, the Egyptian and Persion struggles . Such must havE 

bean the view- poi nt of the non- Jewish ch ro niclers of t he Maccabean and 

the i mmediately subsequent per i ods . They sure ly could not bav9 foreseen 

the tromendouEly far- r!achiog consequences of t hat l itt l e Jewisu uprisii 

denca we find onl y scant mention in thess writers in reference to this 

period l S it coacernad t~ ~ histor y of tba Je~s . 

POLY3IUS 

who flourished about 167 B.C. E. in Book 26, gives a brie f description o 

t he character of Autiochus . No mention is mada of t he Jas1sb revolt . 

DIODORUS SICOLUS 

~ lo liv 31 during tha rai gn ot Ca!sar and of Augustus, i n the 29th book 

of uis annals gives a dascr1pti on at the character o~ Antiochus that 

tallias ~itn th9 ooe ~iven by Polybius. In t he 54~h book, he tells 

bri& fly ot Antioc hus ' s entry into t he templa of Jerusalem, of his 

dei 1l ~ment cf the altar, • The account is largely false, because 

15 



di ffers materially from t hat of the detailed and r eliable Jewish 

urc0s . The statement t hat Antiochus on entering the temple saw the 

Moses, wbo gave abominable laws t o tha Jews, seated on an ass, 

book, i s too ludicrous to deserye further comment. The furthei 

that Moses \'fas t..be founder of Jerusal em, i s a specimen of the 

ustuorthine. ~s of t he account . 

APPIAN 

as a short account of Antiochus, but does not tell of nis relations to 

TACITLJS 

tne fiftO book of hi a Hia t ory, :onfusing Aatiochus ~piphanas Wi th 

Antiocaus t na Thi r1, says, "Oame ra supersti tionem et mores Graecorum 

dare adrnixus, quo minus teter ri mam gentam in me lius mutarat Parthorum 

cello oroa1J i t us est .n 

LIVY 

i c his forty- first book aas aa a:count of Antiochus, mo~tly a deli ne-

atioo of his characta~ . 

f.e are obliged to rely on toe Jewish sources, then, for a true 

hi story ot t he Maccabaan Age, and of these for t he decade t hat f orms 

14 



the to pic of study of this thesis, tbe Books of t he Maccabees are t he 

main authori ties . 

• J '• 
~ . 1 It may be mentioned in conclusion, that there are thrae other so-called 

books of t he M~~cabees . The t hird Maccabees t ells of a supernatural del 

iveranca of t ha E~yptian Je ;·TS from th'3 persecutions of Ptolmey Philo pat 

IV . i a t he thil'd century B. c. ID . loo~ before t he Maocabean revolt. It 

of no v ~lu~ i n t ha 5tudy of our period. The fourth Mace. is ~a sort 
• 

S!rmon on t ha supremacy of reasonwritten from a St oi c standpoint addres 

3 ~d to T.he Alexandr i an Jens': It embodi es t he two martyr stories t hat ar 

found i n t he II Mace . and di late~ ca them at considerable l engt h ~ith a 

tn~ ci r cumstanti ality of an ayewitness endowed with a very vivid i ma~in 

ation. THa critics say t hat it mus t have bean ~ rittea somewhere near th 

t i me of t he dastructioa of the t emple in Jerusalem, 70 C. ffi . The f ifth 

book of t ne M~cc. is mere ly a Syri ac translaT.ion of t he sixth book of 

Josephus '[Da ballo Judaico] . 

15 
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M 0 D E R N ff I S T 0 R I A N S 0 , T R I S E P 0 C B. 

In this chapter, I have attempted to characterize in as terse 

and clear a manner as was at my command, the various modern "Ezekials• 
' 

who have breathed into the dry bones of history the breath of life, who 

have endeavored to build the facts they fou nd into attractive structures 

who have blown away tha chaff, sifted carefully the material before thei 

distinguished reality fbom fabulous episode, essence from accident, and 

who have tried to infuse a current of charm into the chapters they have 

written. Some have bee n brilliant in this latter respect. Some have bear 

faithful followers of t he records, and accurate reproduce~s of the. annal 

with scarce any modification at all , save the addition of a little lit

erary cement to make smooth reading. BY one or another the facts ~ere 

employed as illustrating certain well defined historical theories. Agai: 

we see one who has in a cold scientific manner presented us with an 

orderly arrangement of material which is ready tor immediate use to any 

wbo care to employ it . Of the many historical writers who havq handled 
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more or less extensively, the epoch in consideration , I read only such 

as were easily accessible. and that have earned a • reputation in the sch· 

olarly world. 

E M I L S C B 0 E R Ji.l R, 

professor of theology at tha Onivars1·ty of G1·es.en, h as written "Geschic1 

des juedischen fol kes im Zeitalter Jesu Chri s ti 0
, beginning his histo1 

with t he Maccabean age . The title i s not suffici ently indicative of thE 

nature and scope of this masterly wor k. It is not so much a history, as 

a rich historical mine whence may be quarried with little difficulty 

all the neccessary material for a history of t be Jewish people, us ing 

t he t e rm h i s t o r y in its l arger meaning, t hat of a scientitic 

presentation of facts and a philosophic int~rpratatioa of them. Schuere 

has no t given us a philosophy of hist ory . 
Re ha~ with tha utmost paine 

taking and dil igence gathered toge t her fr om all available sources hist· 

orical "material». This has been arranged in a l ucid and strictly scie· 

t brilliantly turned p~raaes. 
There is no r he oric, no 

The author bas besl
.des ga t hered together a lar~e bibliography relativi 

17 



to his subject . Ri s manner of presentation may well be illustrated by 

the chapter deal i ng with t he period 175 to 165 8. c. E. which he terms 

"Religious destitution and revival • . Re gives first of al l t he sources 

;fhence i s dr a1'in all the materia l used i n t he chapt er; t hen he a}ipends a 

list of authoriti es, t hat i s to say historians, monographer~who have 

written on t his period. He then in a succi nc t and clear style, without 

flourish or theorizing, gives the history of t he p·eri od as be found it 

in the scatterred sources . Scbuerer' s wo r k has been of great value t o 

me in tre pl anning of my essay and i n tl1e suggestions it of ferredas to 

the mou ldi ng and arranging of my ~atarial. 

E R N fil S T R ~ t A N 

HAS been characte rize1 as being "too brilliant to be t ho roughly rel iabl 

Thi~ characterization is ~n the nature of a compl~ment with a pointed 

reservati ~n . The fa moue French scholar was once a Catholic When he 

wrote th9 history of Isr ael he was a full- f l edged sceptic . He read 

the story of ancient Israel without prejudice. He wrote it with sym-

patby . He was an artist. Be had a r emarkab le fund of the most delicate 
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humor. He used this with all the grace and finesse so characteristic of 

the French. He had a keen literary appreciation and a l uminous philosop 

ic mind. His imagination was poetic and vivid enough to enable him to 

reconstruct in a style that is fascinating, the background of : the times 

of Jesus. The eighth book of his "Histoire~, Chaps. 10 to 16, be 

devotes to an exposition of that stirring and eventful decade of Jewish 

history, from Anti ochus the Illustrious to the reconsecration of the 

templa. It is a phi l osophic interpi1etatio11 of historybleoded with a 

masterly marshallinJ of data. Rana 1! \'las temperamentally akin to t.l::e 

old Greeks . He never tired of admiring t heir colcssal intellectual and 

artistic genius . He bas no hesitation in expressi ng his undisguised 

contempt for the l egal is m o~: th& Jel\S of that epoch. The Torah he termi 

h · t one of the worst 
an intole rable burden dra1n up by utopian t eor1s s, 

codes to liJ"e by, ~lat were ever seen. 
The Greek l a.1 · he conside·red 

salvation from the impracticability 
as purely rationalistic, the only 

ml.staken in a mea&ute in what he said, sub
oi the Torah. That he was 

sequent avents 
have shown. That there was a germ of truth in his 



sweeping declaratio~ modern times amply illustrate. On t he other hand 

Renan fairly goes into ecstacy about the enthusiasm and martyrdom of 

the brave Jews of "'75~. •Al l honor to enthusiasm. All honor to martyr 

All honor to the nation that hel d out longest against luring men to 

morality by f orRed tickets of admisEion to a lif e wh i ch has no reality~ 

Renan is more interes ted in presenting to the reader a picture of the 

inner li fe and history of I s rael, ~}the clashing of Hellenis~ aud Jud

aism, of the conditions t ha t ~at~ birth to the apocalyptic literature o 

that t i me, of t he inception of the doctrine of immortality . Of these 

topic s and of Renan ' s vision of the foreshadowi n~s of Christianity i n 

this turbulent period I shall have a further J~rd to say i n a later 

chapter. 

H E R Z F E L D 

has put into modern German, .rith sli gh t variations, a faithful account 

of t he Maccabean uprising, dealing wi th the events chronologically. Re 

starts bis chapter with a portrayal of the character of Antiochus the 

Il l ustrious, giving a verbatim account as found in Polybius, Book XXVI 

10, and as c~n firmed by the other extant non- Jewish sources. 
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Herzfeld ventures the opinion th t th a e cruelty of Antiochus towards the 

Jews nas due not so much to his savage character as to an unlucky chain 

of ci rcumstances • I am inclined to agree nitb Herzteld • My reason I 

state elsewhere. Rerzfeld has followed closely the second book o!J the 

Maccabees, though later, he avails himself also of the first book. That 

J"1 

the El\ezar episode and the romantic martyrdom of tlle mothe·1 and her 

seven sons as a page of history have t he value of "a zero from which th 

formati ve circle has been el i minated", the au t hor doubts not in the lea 

N E L L A A U S ~ N 

i n his Isra~litische und Juedi sche Geschict~, devot es but a fe w pages 

t o t he Uaccabean epoch. The scope of hi s work which was mainly the re-

writin~ of t he biblical history from a "higher critical~ point of view, 

precludes any other than an abridged account of this period of which 

we have r~ liable contemporary documents. 

S T A D E 

who ~as a professor at t he univer sity at Giesen also wrote a GeschietE 

des Volkes Israel. Re devotes a considerable number of pages to the 

~1 



Maccabean Age. He w• i tes in an elaborate styl e expati ating on t he event 1 

and conditions Of the epoch in question. Hi s history of the uprising ia 

i nterrupted by a rater l ong digression on the li te!"ature of this period 

Besides the book of Daniel, Stade thinks that there was a considerable 

literature ~t this time. The books of Job, Judith, Tobit , Ruth, accordi 

t o hi m were written about the same time as Dani el for which be sets 187 

as the date of composition. Stade holds t ha t there wer e t~o main reason 

for the events that led up to the great revolt. First , the great need 

of money on the part of the Syrian monarchs. Since t he tre~ty of peace 

made with the Romans by Antiochus Magnus, in 189, toe treasury of the 

Selucidian monarchy needed constant i nflux of money. This the various 

provinces of t he Syrian realm were obli ged to fur niso . And Judea with 

its richly reputed templ e came in for a large share i n the furni shing 1 

funds. The second cause was th~ Hellenization of the Jews . The gre~t 

defect of the Syrian kingdom was its heteregeneity . Antiochus Epiphane 

sought to remedy this by an attemt at unifying all the peopl es in his 

realm both in their customs as well as in their religion . The Jewish 



resistance gradually became a great rebellion. 

thoaougbl y "German» . 

S T A N L E Y 

Stade ' s style is 

in vol ume III Of bis aHi story of the Jewish Church•, devotes one l ee-

ture to Judas t&accabeus, i n ~\\hich he discusses i n popu:l!ar !orm the 

Maccabean period. Re foll o~IS quite fa ithfully t he sources both the 

books of the Maccabees and the non Jewish sources. He frequent l y refer i 

to and kuo t es Ewald . Since his presentation ll'as i n l ecture form, he 

takes occasi on to dra • parall el s as far as hs can from universal hist~ 

He speaks of t he book of Dani el as a ?roduct of t biE age, and al so of 

psalms 74 and 79. The psalter of Solomon he also attributes to this 

age . Though he admits t he exag~ era tio'n in the acconnt of the martyr

olo• y i n the second book of t he Maccabees, be yet asserts that the~e 

som~ trut h i n t he accounts. The case o[ Eliezar is a typi cal one, he 

t hinks . I t was poi nted out by Dr. Deutsch that Renan i n translati ng 

t he famous dictum of Antigonous or Socho, made a blunder • The word 

.i\h i ch should be rendered i n French "peur», he translates "rosee•. 
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Stanl ey li kewisa arred in translat1'nd th 
~ e same word. Ae trans lates the 

rl.' Aebre~ word 2ora~, byufavor" instead 
of by ufear~. Thus great minds 

err someti mes i u little t hings . 

F E R D I N A N D H I T Z I G 

in Heidelberg, treats at some l eadth of tn'e ~ Maccabean era i n 

his Geschichte des Vo lkes Is~ac- 1. A th • ere , e account of the JeNi sb hist-

ory of this peri od i s pre faced by a chronol ogy of the E~yptian and Syria 

dynasties and o! t he ijars of Antiochus ~itb E~y pt . The~ are many ref-

erances to the Greek and Roman annalists of ~hose worksthewriter makes 

treauent use . His sketch of the Jews and ~ f tb9ir revolt is ver y mi nu t 1 

and circumstantia l. It lacks literary finis h to make it interesting r e! · 

di nR . The style is very dry and often ouite t edious . Hitzi~ maintai ns a 

do all th! other hi3torians of this t poch t hat the Maccabean r evolt was 

pr imarily a reli ~ious and not a poli tica l one . Hitzi g parallels t he 

«a3 sn story as found in Diodorus by on~ found i n Plutarch 's de Isadore 

not i n refe rence to the Jews at all . He infers that there must have be 

· h amono.., the annaDists . Thi s nead not be t he case. some confusi on ere 

24 



B El I N R I C H E W A L D 

professor in Goettingen, has written a very interesting history of the 

Jewish peopl a. His chapters dealing with t he times of the Asmoneans 

are repl ete with ~cultur-geschichte0, as well as with an account of 

the external affairs of Israel. His introduction to the study of the 

Maccabean era is a Rundschau of the condition of the .Je\'is at the time 

of the accession of Antiochus. Re then gives an accou~t of the pl under 

ing of the temple and the Maccabean revolt, in concise form. To E1·1ald 

the interest lies more in noting the internal deve lopment of Israel. 

The book of Daniel comes i n for a bri ef discussion al so some of the 

psalms . Ewal d t hinks that Antiochus is mentioned i n Gemara Ta ' ani th 

p. 66 sq. as Apistomos who burnt the Torah on July 17. nro the little 

book of t he Psalter of Solomon, • e 
possess i n all probabilities a 

unadorned product of the age, the simplicity of whi ch 
genuine ar.d 

renders it all the more effective~ 
Ewald does not speak in vary comp-

. d the pri~sthood. In discussing 
limentary terms oi the hag1ocracY ~n . w 

products of this age, Ewald 
the psalms that have been co nsidered as ' 

no uaccabean psalms at all. 
lt r contains N 

concludes that our psa e 
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Ewald mentions some of the unhistor i cal works that purport to treat of 

the Uaccabean age. One is an extract from the two books of the Macc

abees with many additions from various unre liabl e sources. This work is 

now known only in an Arabic versi on and is called Mace . Arab. I t also 

contains t he l ater history of the Je~s do wn to the time of Herod . I t 

i s lar~ely dependent on Josephus for this period. Another highly un

historical work mentioned by Ewald i n connection with the li terature 

bearin~ on t he Maccabean a~e , i s the Me~illath Antiochus published by 

Filipowski i n A ram~ic and Hebr ew . It is nothin~ more than a festival 

wo r k i n t he style of Esther , intended to explain the ori gin of the 

feast of li Rhts, and was not written till the second century C. E. 

(I was unable to procure a copy of t hese books, so I rely wholly on 

the authority of mwald . ~ 
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G R A E T Z 

i n toe second vol ume of hi s Geschi cht e der Judea has qui te an extensi ve 

and interesti ngl y couched account of the Maccabean period . His det ai li ng 

of the event s i s i nt e r r upt ed by a ny number of di ~ressio ns dea li ng ~ith 

t ha probl ems of the aut hor shi p and composition of t he book of Dani el, of 

t he historici ty and purpose of the book of Es t her, of toe Assidean par t y 

its ori ~i o and posi t i on, and kindred questions as su~~estad by t he mea~r 

allus i ons i n t he sources . Gr aetz has a pr ofusion of foot- notes , mos tly 

r~ ferences t o the booKs o~ t na Kaacab~as , to Josephus to uani el and t he 

Gr eek and Roman authoriti es . Graetz as all t he otner ni storians of thi s 

a r a and as t he most ra li abla c r i tics of the book oi Dani el seas i n t hat 

. . h S · n monar ch Ant iochus IV . book unmi stakable al lusi ons to t e yr1a 
A 

sttiki n~ view of Graetz •s is that concer ni n~ t he var ious par t i es i n 

dh h note8 th~ nlear- cut di sti nction bet ween the He llenis1 Judea . 11 er eas . e ~ - w 

3Ud t he Assideaos, ae mai ntains t hat t he bulk of t he people ba lon~ed t c 

•uer e middle- of- the- r oad men, i n 
oaither of t hese sect s . The majori ty " 

l ·t· The bul k of the Jews we re neither 
the lan~ua~e of modern no i i cs . 
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staunch adheLant s of t he l aw as laid down by ~zra, nor alto~ether enth

usias t ic admirers and imitators of t he Greeks. [Cf. I I Mace . IV 19, 

nhere mention is made of t he messengers that were sent t o Tyr a to t he 

~cinquenoia l Olympian ~ames i n honor of Reracles .]. Graa t z has al so a 

novJ l view as t o t he dupl i ci t y of t he charact er of Ant i ocnus IV . He t hi r 

that all t he eccentr i:i ties and !la~raut fr i voliti es and insaniti es of 

thi 3 monar ch iho ha1 received hi s earl y trai nin~ i n ~ome, we re me re ly bl 

inds . Antiocbus wis~ad t o deceive t he Romans 

Graetz ' s strictur~s a~ai~st ~enala~s are al3o severe and ~i l l mer i t9d 

from t na ~li{nt hint in II Ma:c . IV 50, h~ i n!ars t~a t all t he :al umo 

ias heaoed against t ne Jews by ant iocbus ori~ i na ted ni t h th i s abomi n-

able i;riest. Graetz ' s style i s e l aborats . Ha expatiates at ~reat 

len~ tJ oa matter that other histori ans li ke Ranan di spose of in a few 

pre~nant sentences . In conclusi on, it may be said t hat i n ~ene ra l, 

t nc var i ous histor i ans of this epoch a~ree . I f t here a re di ffe rences, 

t ney ara not those of faots but of i nte r pr etation . 
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A N D T H E J E W S 



H E L L E N I S M A N D T R E J E W S. 

When Alexander t he Great be~ame master · v of As1a Minor, SJri a, Phoen-

it was his fond dream to establ1"sh an universal empire t hat should 

to~ether by the t i es of a common lan~ua~3 , common customs, and 

civi l azation. But wi th t he shrewdness of a man who unders tands 

human nature thorou~hly , Alexander did no t impose by fo rce the Greek cul 

on the nations that fe ll under nis sw~y . In the fovtprints of his 

there were seen the steps of Greek co l oni sts who qui etly insinua-

t ed their customs and lan~uage amon~ tha 9eoples in ~hose midst they 

sattlsd. We know fro~ non- Jewish sources hoR Alexander was always ace-

in hi3 marches by some famous Greek poet or pb ilJsopher . His 

t G k ~en1· us was so pronounced, that 
admiration for t he lrea ree ~ 

. and conouests unl ess the intro
naver content with his victories 

duction of Hellenic culture followed in their wake. 
Judea whi ch since 

had bean a Medo-Persian province, 
the retur n i r om Babylonian captivity 

sway of t he ~reat Macedonian monarch. 
now came under the beneficent 

of coal o-Syria, bounded on the 
I~ was par t of tha lar ~er province 

29 



north by Mount Taurus and Mount Lebanon, and on the south by E~ypt. Of 

the fr iendly relation that existed between the Jews and Alexander, we 

have ample evidence i n Josephus and in the talmud and midrashim. In the 

latter two sources, the numerous fanciful tales that have been woven 

around the character and acts of Alexander;ara lar~ely le~andary. There 

is ,however, t his kernel of truth in all of th9m, namely, the fact of 

Alexander's fr i endly attitude towards Israel. Pal estine could not esaap 

contact with the Re lleni sm that was the aftermath of his conouests . 

Nhen Alexander died, in 523, his vast empi re was divided amoo~ the so-

called Diodachi . Ptolmey 3o ter obtained E~ypt lS his share in the div6 

ision, but ~as not content with his lot. He soon conouered Coelo-Syria 

and thus Pal estine became an ffi~yptian province.After the battle of 

I osus in 501, 
Judea became an undisputed part of the Ptole~ean kin~don 

The Je11s were 
not only not mo l ested durin~ the Ptolemean sway, but 

d a ~ith the laws 
neriod of prosperity . They lived in accor anc en.ioyed a ., 

the hae.iocracy, and in ~eneral ·their condition 
laid down by mzr a and - ·· 

time of the M9do-Persian dynasties. 
was bettar than durin• the 

The 
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Je~s had char- a of their · own i nternal ~overnment, which was to a ~reat 

extent an eccl esiastical ~overnment . The theocracy of t he second com-

monwealth flourished in mi lder form. The priests who wera at the head 

of the worship were also t he chief rulers. The hi~h-priast ~as supreme 

in all civil authority whenever that authority did not conflict with 

the superior authority of tha Syrian monarch or his re~resentative. 

The law whi ch was introducad by ffiz ra was essentially a ceremonial law. 

It Na3 intended as a qS 'yo~» , a safe~uard a~aiost ass i milation with the 

heateen nations i n whose midst Israel dwe llt. To keep uo t his safe-

~uard, a special ordar of i nter praters of t he l an was needed . Hence the 

scribes <*- ba~iocracy , and at t he head of t h.;se, t he Ai ~ a- priest. 

That exteem~sts soon arose <those zeal for t he l aw i n all its minutiae 

ias ~raa t eoouih to cause martyrdom, the history of the Maccabean 

r evolt conclusive ly proves. 

Dur io" t he r ei~o of Al exander, many Jews had settled in Alekandri 

where t hey were admitted t o all the ri~hts of Macedonian ci tizenship . 

~bi le the Diodachi wara fi~hti nR for supremacy, and Palestine was in a 
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precarious condit ' 
ion, many more Jews flocked to Alexandria to join their 

brethren who enjoyed an epoch of rest and prosperity . Here too t he Gree• 

i nf l uences l eft its marks on the Jews. I " n 218 Antiochus the Great ~ain-

ed possessi on of Coelo-Syria, Phoen~cia, and Palestine . He held t hese 

provinces. more or less insecurly till 199, when t he battle of Panias wai 

fou~ht . Palestine was no~ undisputedly and for a loo~ period under t he 1 

rule of the Se l eucidae . [See Sta rk ' s Gas2 pa~e 405 ff.] . fhe dominion 

of t he Se leucidi e was harsher t han t ha t of the Fto l mays, as subsequgnt 

events will show. Grea k cobonies by t his time dotted t he Mediterranian 

coast, and t hat t here 1ver e Gr eek settlements :'.n t he i nt eri or of Pal es-

t ine we know li kewise fr om II Mace . six, 8 . The ~radual he llinization 

Nhich had be~u n in the time of Al exander t he ~reat reached i ts climax 

in the rei~o oi one of the sinful offshoots of t he Se l eucidae, Antiochl 

t he Madman. That t he He llenic influence was bound to spread throu~h al: 

t he phoeniciao and Palestinian t owns was inevitable . Antioch was the 

l eading city in Syria and fro m there as a centre Rellanism radiated 
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I 
nto al l the nei~hborin~ territory . It went further. The superior civ-

i lization of t he Greeks, and t heir superior vices too, spread into 

I taly, Cartha~e . ffi~ypt , Assyri aAsia Minor . [See Renan on t hi' s · t bk po1a • • 

The Jews alone did no t succamb to t he spirit of the a~i 

Yattha~ could not al to~etber escape from it. The daily contact with the 

Graeks , their mutual intercourse in business, necessitated t he use of 

the Greek lan~ua~e. That this was uot mast2red by the ma jority of t he 

Jews t here i s no reason to doubt. Even the pretentious work of the more 

cultured amona t hem as manifest in the Septua~i nt , shows a l ack of 

mas tery of the forei~n i diom . How much worse must nave been t he «Gr eek' 

of t he ~reat body of Jens .The usa of the lan~ua~e was accomoaniad by 

the ~radual i ntroductio n of Greek customs and manners . Hellenism pen-

etrated more deeply the superior strata of the Jews . The lreat bul k 

of the Jewish population still spoke amo a~ thamselves their native 

idiom, t he J e~ish worshi p was sti ll intact, and the law of Ezra and 

t he scribes more or less ri~idly obs9rvad. Th: He llenist s or Graaco-

maniacG were recruited fro m t he hi~he r ranks . The piatists were the 
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antipodes of these. The law of opposition was a~ain operative in histor· 
' 

rle may safely assert with Graetz that the majority was luke-warm, non-

parti~4n. A similar state of affairs i s prevalent in our very midst. On 

t he one hand ~e have the stanch Zionist party which has as its slo~an 

"Jewish Distinctiveness». This party insi sts on havin~ everythin~ Jew-

i sh from a home in Palestine to lan~ua~e . culture dress art, manners ,i 

fine all t hat ~oes to make up the life of a people should in t his case 

be distinctive ly Je~i sh . We may liken thi s party to t he Assidaans or 

Pi etis ts of the Maacabean a~e . On the other hand we hava toe so- called 

ass imi l at ioni sts . Tha at hical culture society and t he extreme radical 

win~s of Refor m are illustrati ons of this second party audits ai ms . 

Be t ween t he se t wo extremes are tha vast maj ority of Jews . They have not 

lboodoned t he ir faith. Thay still ta~e pride in their traditions, they 

s t i ll pe r sist i n remai nin~ Jews . Yet t hey have not scru9led to imbibe 

~ the lao~ua~e of the 9eople in 
the sur rouodi n~ culture. They spea 

whose mi dst t hey dwell . They have adopt ed in a lar~e measure the man-

of 
their non-Jewish nei~hbors. In s~ite of all 

ne rs and social customs 
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they maintain t heir identity and remain to all intents and purposes 

J E W S. It i s fair to concei 1 \e a similar state of affairs obtainin~ iJ 

Judea durin~ the Maccabean a~e. Since Alexander sowed t ha seeds of 

Hellenic culture whe:rever hi s armies set fool, the Je1fs held their Ol'ID 

in soite of a fen rene~ades now and then and in soite of the adootion , 

of t he Greek ton~ue for commel'cial pur poses . And yet as ~wald has 

pointed out, when Jew and Gr eek fir st met it seemed inevitable that th 

union and fusion of the two culturas woul d take pl ace. Israel had save 

enou~h of its culture f rom ancient days. Activity of mind and a read-

i n~ ss to lear n were co mmon to both nations, and there was i n addition 

a number of r easo ns why the superior morality for which t he Jews were 

distin~ui shed amon~ the Asiatic nations could be nothin~ but accept

able to the Greeks. But as we have noted often in universal hi story, 

as has been pointed out i n my history cl ass by our professor of hist

ory, t he force of opposi t ion made itself very manifest. The ~ro ~in~ 

fu sion of the Jew and Gr eek only brou~ht the deeper seated anta~onia1 

between t he nationalities and r eli ~ions on either side into sharper 
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collision. It i s not ualikely 
that if there had no t been any forced i•-

oosi t i on of the forei~o cult accompanied 
by so •any distasteful features 

if the helleni~~n~ process had been 
l eft to take care of itself, a lar~e 

conti n~ent ot Jews mi~ht have been ass1' m1·1ated 
into the Greeks . Antiochu 

I 
Epi phanes like Haman, precluded the possib1' l1' ty 

of such a contin~ency b' 

I the barbarous attitude he manifested t owards the Jews. Tha «s •ayo~~ to 

the law made By Ezra and t he ha~iocracy ~as now made more secure than 

ever . When hal l enizm amon~ t he Je1s was at its zenith, the 'reat cr isis 

came . It decided tha iuture of !Grael . The extent of t he inroads uoon 

t he Jews , on the oar t of the ~ro~ing Greek soi ri t at the time of Anti-

ochus IV , especially amon~ the a ristocracy and t he pries t s was ~~d 

~reater than t hat apostati sin~ monarch i ma~ined. When ~e s ee how 

The Graek soirit domi nated over and codored the cultures of the diffet 

ent na t ions upoo whom it decendad, ho~ Syria as ~ell as Egypt lost 

their native hue completly, t hen we can appreciate Renan's enthusiast 

a polausa of that small he roic band ot Jews who emer~ed stron~ and 



unharmed from the severe conflict of these the two foremost civi!izatio~ 

of anti Quity. 
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A N T I 0 C H U S A N D T H E A B 0 M I N A T I ·o N 0 F 

D E S 0 L A T I O N. 

~ sufferQd a crushin~ defeat In 190, near Ma~nesia, Antiochus Me nalos 

o e Romans under Scioio Africanus . One of the conditions at t he hands f t h 

of the humi.liatinK tL· .aaty of peac~ imoo,n.1 11p.:>n :11..n, .1q.; th .:! J~ tidin~ of 

inr. a so n o e kin~. In ~omolia nce hosta~es t o Rome, i nclud ' n f th · 

with t hi• condition, Antiocbus Ua~a los sent bis son Antiocbus to Ro~ 

where he remained for thirteen years . [Cf . I Mace . I , 10] . There he 

received his education and t har e he mus~ have i mbibed a ~reat deal of 

that wi ld hi la ri ty which he so often disolayed while he held the sceptrE 

and which eai ned for him t he unecviable soubriauet of "madman". Of the 

character of t hi s mo narch we have several accounts in the annals of t he 

l 

Greek and Roman c~rono~raohers. These are supplemented by several scat-

tared allustons in re fer ence to Antiocbus, found i n t he books o! the 

Maccabees . Polybius i n the XX~l book of bis Res Syriacae , and Livy • 

who in all li kelihood bad a copy of tha Greek annalist before him when 
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he wrote his history, in bis XL! book ~ive the most detailed delineation 

Antiochus was a hosta~e i n Rome when bis father died i n 187. Seleucus 

Philopat er his brother succeeded to the throne. In lookin~ about for mea 

ns to obtain money with which to fu l fill the obli ~ation of t he treaty 

with Rome. he determi ned upon robbi n~ tha templ e at Jerusalem. Be had 

l earned of t he untold wealth and the splendid treasures that ~era de

posi ted i n t he •acr ed treasury of the temol e, from Aopo l onius the ~o~ 
ernor of Phoenicia and coalo-Syria, .. .,ho i n turn had received i.nformatior 

from a cartai n Si monthe «uard i an of t he temol e treasury uho owin¢ to a 

al t ercation wi th Onias t he honored hi ~h-oriest , ~as willi n~ to sell his 

o~n honor and his peopl e's . [CF. Il Mace . III , l3Q.]. Heliodorus tba 

treasurer of Sel eucus and i n al l pr obabi l i ties his assassin, was sent 

to rob t he templ~. He was f r ustrated i n the attemot. We have no rel-

i abl e record of thi s incide nt. The reason ~iven for the failure of 

· the i·nt ervention of supernatural a~ents 
He li odor us in the II Mace. i s , 

The ori ~i n of t his le~end we may with saiety ascribe to the peculiar 

feelin~ of tne Jews ou the subject of such outra~eous sacrile~es. 
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The templ~ and its sacred prec1'ncts were d d · re~ar e as inviolable. He who 

would dare oerform a sacrili~aous act on that holy territory, would 

suffer direct punishment from God. Only the hi~h-priest had the prero~at 

ive -- and tha t too only on the most sol amn day of the year-- of enter-

in~ within the hol y of holies . No laymen wer e privile~ed to have access 

to the sacred treasury . The divine punishment inflic ted on 

Persian monarch was meted out to him on account of his act 

tba Medo~ 

of e~re~ioa1 

impiety co mmitted by robbin~ the precious vessels from the Jewish tampl1 

Such was t he then JeNish i11ter pretation of t be cause of the fall of t he 

· ~edo- Pe r siao emnire . That He liodorus a mere hirelin! ol the kin~ could 

enter the holy orecincts of the t empl e and rob its treasury with i m-

ounity , was unthinkable to t he Jewish mind of that eooch . And t he 

writer of the II Macc. ,in ~hich book t he story is related, could not 

refrain from introducin~ the sufernatural element i n his account . 

h G k annalists, be is 
Meanwhile Seleucus died. Accordi n~ to t e ree 

d d by that same Heliodorus who immediatel: 
suouoeed to have been mur ere 

t Antl·ochusIV, whose liberty had been secured 
usurued t he t hrone . Bu 
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by Sel eucus shortly before his death, by the subst1' tut1'on of hi s own son 

Demetrius as Roman hosta~e, was now on his way to Syria. He Msuddenly 

anpeared"i n his native home ' wrested the sceotre from Heliodor us and 

~ consent of Rome, tool with the asoistance of the ki n~ of Perdamos and t he 

oossession of t he kin~dom wh ich ri ~htfully be lon~ed to t he hosta~e Dem-

etrius . [See Aopi an, de be llo Mi thridatico XLV] . Thi s sudden and opportui 

advent of AntiocLus ~ained for hi m t he name "I llustrious" . At least such 

i s the view of t he non- Jewish chrono~raphers. [ Aooi an, i bid: Livy . XLI . 20 

al so Jos . Ant . XII 5. ) . "And so Antiocbus the son of Antiochus the Great 

t ook ~ossession of 2yri a. to ~horn t hey ~ave the co ~nomen ~piphanes or 

I llustrious because when stran~ers 
seized t he kin~dom for themse lv~ 

he suddenly appeared as the aaaeator of tha ancestral sway" . (Liv~ 
XLI 20 . The l ati n word for "suddenl y appeared" i s "illuxer it" . The 

Greek word , Oohthe , the verb o(. the same stem as Epinhanes, See Appian 

ILV . ) . Accordi nl to Li vy , t he Romans reco1nizad Antiochus as the 

ri1htful heir to t he Syrian throne. So i n 175 B. c. E. Antiochus IV 

became r u1"r of tile Syrian empil·e and oppressor of t he Jews i n whose 
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hi story his name is inscribed in letters of blood. Bis character is a 

stran~e composite of fri volity and cruelty. Bis nature was duplex. Re 

was «reat i n little thin~s . and little i n ~reat thin~s. as has been epi

~ram[atically noi nted out . A streak of the ~e nius of Al exander t he Great 

" and t here was a touch was in hi s make-up. He was intoxicated wi"t h po•er 

of madness in all hi s actions. Li ke Cali~ula and Nero, he had undou~d 

fits of i nsanity. Like Peter the Great, he would mi n~ le amon~ t he trade 

~en and artizans and discuss their ~ares and 1ork xitu them . Like Al ex-

and~r Tl I of Russi a, he would l ove to dis~uise himsalf, and ~oin' to 

some l oi tavern ne r form a number of nranks. He would slio away from his 

oalace unknown to his courti ers and with one or t wo boon comoanioos~ 
~ould loaf about in toe "shadyv parts of the city . Ha scrupled not to 

eater into intimate conversatio n ,;itn t h3 lowest and h&si tated not to 

drink with t hem in t~a vilest shops. He would enter conviv i al places 

unexoected ly nlayin~ i nst ruments, dancin~ . and cutti n~ all sorts of 

caners . Many iri~ntaned at his unexoect ad advent ran away 
in haste. 



Often dressed in a to~a minus bis royal robes, be would walk about in 

tbe market pl ace canvassin~ votes for himsel f as tribune or aedile. Thia 

custom he had most li kely observed i n Rome. FreQuent l y also he woul d act 

as ma~istrate , di soensin~ jud~eme nt with all t he seriousness of a real 

.iud~e . !i'or all t hese acts some called him s i mol e, others crazy. Rewas 

very lavish i n bestowi n~ ~ifts . He discensed t he se i n t he most i ndis-

cr i minate and reckl ess fas hion. He fraauented the puolic baths where be 

caused much merriment by t he pranks he pl ayed on t he bather s. 

Such ·11as t ha cha rac t er oi til i s oeer kit!~ as he is depi ctad by the 

Gr eek and 3oman Nri ter s . That t he Je~s ~ho loo ked upon him as the in-

caruation of brutality were not utterly obliviou s of some of hi s ~ood 

l Ual i ti es . we lea r n fro m II ~acc . IV37 , whe re it is re lated t hat when 

Antiocbus heard of the murder of the ~ood hi ~h-or i est Onias III, he 

moved to t~ars and ordered t he summary executi on of the cruel 

as sassi n. 
·k Aoti' ochus i· s not alto~ether responsi ble A character 11 e ~ 

l
· s of the opinion that all t he P.ccentric 

for all his actions . Grae~z 

itias of t hi s mouarch Here n:ar ely assu~ed in order to mislead t he 

Romans . 44 



This conjecture is h dl 
ar ' correct. If Livy is ri~ht in his .assertion 

that the accession of A t· h n ioc us met with the approval of the Romans. 

then wherefore the necQessity of throwin~ sand into their eyes? And 

since there is no evidence to contradict t he statement of Livy. our 

conclusion is that Antiochus was not fei~nin~ or dissemblin~ when he 

did those thinis that won for him the sobriouet amadman". The incident 

~i th Popilius tb~ Roman l e2ate seems to show that t ha favor of Rome was 

no t besto;ed on ~piphanes . But Rome evidently chan~ed her 

towards th~ arro~ant 3yrian ~hen he presumed to meddle i u E~yotian aff-

ai rs. Fur ther more, it is unlikely t hat any monarch could enact such a 

role in which Antiocbus aopears !or such a l oo« ti ma . That kin1s have 

been do~ered nith streaks of insanity, history has shown now and then. 

Rer.an tninks tnat "oossibly the relations of the conser vative J&Ns 

witn the Roma:s , already apparent, were the secret causa of the policy 

of Antiochus towards toe Jews" . It does not seem plausible t hat his 

cruelty can ba be ascribed to this cause. Rerzfeld•s theory that the 

oersecutioos of the Jews under Anti ochus were the result of a con-



catenation of unlucky circumstances 
seems to me to be nearer the truth . 

And a stron2 li nk in that chain was UDQuestionably t he ac~ion of the 

party of Graeco-maniacs. 

Helleni sm. in all its bad features ~as at its hei~ht at t he time of 

the accession of Antiochus . The pri est hood with a sin~la rare exception 

was thorou~hly corruot. Their coouettin~ with t he de~enerate Syrio-Greei 

their slavish i mi t ation of tha heathe n customs. were ~lari n~ly apoarent 

to al l ~ho cared to look . It was not Ae llanic culture in its oristine 

ourity and erandeur t hat ~as emul ated by t he 

Plato and Socrates and Aristophanes, but the palaes~ra and the 2ym-

nasium aod the Greek ~amas appealed t o toem as ideals worthy of ad-

miration and imitatiou. The Greeks believed in the maxim and practised 

it, that a sound mind should be in a sound body. But the de~enerate 

Jeis of this a~e sou~bt to achi eve physical excellence only no matter 

at what cost and sacrifice. It was not Gr eek thou~ht tricked out 

with all the allar&mants that mi~bt appeal to t he foreiinar , that 

~on t he Jews from t neir faith . It was t he vul~ar phi listi ne bait 

~ 



that made "trans~ressors of the law'° . To b~ sure ~ the acceptance of Gree~ 

culture even in its vul~ar form meant eventually much more It meant the 

~ivin~ up of Jehovah for Juoiter, monotheism for idolatry, morality and 

~odliness for immorality and a spirit alto~ether too worldly. It meant 

t ha submer~ence and annihilation of Judaism. The success of He llenism 

would have chao~ed completely all subs~luent history . Of such vast imp

ortance was its timely suppression. No ~ondar that i n view of the pre-

vailin~ condi tions, the Talmud soaaks so contemptuously of 

hood . No nondar t ha t soeci al 9mohas i s is laid oo tha loyalty of the 

Asmonaan familywbo served God when other s xer9 bli nded by tha rays of 

th~ sun and tur ned the ir abominable faces towards tha kin~dom of Javan . 

I n the openin!t. chaot er of t he I Mace. 71e read of the transi?ressors of 

t he law ~ho were not content with oersonal defection but pursuaded 

many of their brethren to folloa after the manner of the ientilec. 

They could not bear the brunt of distinctivepess . A phenomenon some-

what similar confronted the Jews of t he "Au!klaerun~s-Periode• in the 
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last decade of the ei~hteenth century and the first decades or the nine-

t eeot h. The burden of distinctiveness was too ~reat to bear tor a numbet 

of Jews, even of t he elite. To be like t heir Christian nei~hbors was the 

ambition of many Jews and the conversions to Christianity attes t to the 

i ntensi t y of t hi s ambition . Ma ny of course conver ted for other reasons . 

And even in contemoorary hi s t ory, we may obser ve t hi s r as tiveness under 

the pi n- oricks and petty torments t hat t he Jews are now and t hen sub-

jected to . And t he cry to drop our exc lus i venes s i s paral le lled by the 

more si~nificant t rumo:t not~s soundin~ tne cal l t o aoostacy in 

days of Anti ocbus Epiphanes . Tbe r i ~id la~a li sm of Judai sm with all i ts 

ounct iliousness , its i njunction a~ai nst the uartaki n~ of forbidden food, 

its i moerati ve i ns i stance on the s trict obser vance of t he Sabbat h and t l 

t he r i t e of ci , cumcision was too onerous a 
· feasts . and nar ticular l y on 

bear. I n t his move of voluntary h~ll
burder. fo r t he Gra~co-maniacs t o 

~nization t he pri est s t ovk t he 
i ni t iat iv e and were t he leadi n~ soirit•~ 

t '11e ki n~ t o build near t he tem~le a ~ym 
Permission nas obtained fr ol!I 
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nasium after the f h' f as ion o the Greeks. Here congre~ated the Jewish yout 

aho were allured by th t e prospec s of participatin~ i n the ~reat ouin-

auennial Ol ycpian ~ames. The youth once ~ reci~~d. it was an easy matter 

to triumph ultimately. The youn~ Greek athletes excerci sed io the pal-

aestra nude . So the Jewish imitators were obli ~ed t o do li kewise . But 

t bay ~ere particul arly anxious to remove all traces of Ja~i sh disti nct-

i veness . They even went so far as to submit themselves to sur~ical oper

ati ons t o hide the fact of t hei r circumcision. [See I Mace . l Jl- 15~ 
We lear n f urthe rmore, i~ II Mace. that OniasIII t ha ~ood old hi 1h- pries· 

was suoolanted by his brothe r Jesus who assumed t bd Grecian name Jason. 

This fash ion of ~recizi n~ tha Je~ish namas oravailed ~uita extensively 

and served as anotbar mask behi nd which t he Jewish identity mi ~ht be 

concealed . BY offeri ne t he ~in~ an increased tribute, Jason received 

permi ssion not only to bui ld a «ymnasium, but also to enroll al l t he 

inhabitants of Jerusale~ as citi zens of Antioch. Thus ,he tbou~bt, the 

Jews would ba one ste p nearer tha goal. Greek was now the lan~ua~e 

t hese back- s lider s constantly sooke. The Greek costumes as ~e ll as 



customs ~ere now i n vo~ue. II Mace . mentions specifically the Greek cao 

which was worn by the new converts . That the priests followed in t he 

steps of their reneQade leader forsook their priestly functions and instE 

ad of offerin~ up sacrifices on the temple altar, wrestled naked in the 

oalaestrals also reported with bitterness and conte~ot . The defections 

from Judaism can not be overestimated . And ye t we observe here a phen-

oa1enon illustrati·ve o! t be old ada~e . "What i s br~d i n tha bone can not 

be eradicated". Tbou~h m>ny forsook the covenant of their f ath•rs : ~ 

t hey i ndu l Q~d t ree ly i n Gree k eames and customs, w~en it came to 

oarticioatioo ic idolatry the Je~ish i nstinct cri ad ha l t t Blasoh-

.vou l d !!Ot be . They mi.;!h t not 1i ve up to t he demands of the 

S'yoQ, but t hey would not who lly ~ive uo the God of Israel 

even thou~b He be but a distant dweller io the distant heavens . He was 

sti ll suoreme. They would not orostr ate themselves before the ~ods and 

~od lets"~fGreaca . Nor woul~ they contribut e to t hai r worship. 

I t was oth9rwi se with Jason. He was absolutely without any con-

' . \ 
J'#> ~ 

the~¢ matters . Re threw all overboard that was 
sc i 9 o~e or scr uol as on ~ 
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Jewish . Ima~inin~ that he would ineratiate himself with the powers that 

be , he sent "sacred envoys as bein~ Antiochiansof Jer usalem, bearin~ 

tnree hundred drachmas of silver to the sacriiicas of Hercu l es• . But 

the envoys nroved that the epithet "sacred" was not a mere bit of rhetor 

c . Hellenists as they were, they were not so l ow and vile as he who sent 

t hem . They fe l t some cumounctio n about contr ibutin~ t o t he sacrifices of 

a heathen divinit~ . So they ofiered t he money ou condition that it be 

emoloyed for o t oe r our oc ses . T;• peopl e :ie re not yet wholly ~onr mad~ 
Helleni srn , b o~ever . wa2 at it~ zenith. The oeoola at l ar 2e were l ukewarm. 

P. neP narty :·:as s l o;1 ly iormi n'1 . It ;ms the uuc l eus >f t h-=: savini;! rem-

nant to whom Israel o~es its oreservatio n as a race and a reli1i on . 

Ho~ numerous t he aoostacies ~ere is ha rd t o determine . but t ha t they 

e~anated i n no small de~re~ fr om t he uppar stratum a~~ravated matters. 

T~e defection on t he one bdnd was counteracted by the irowin2 intensity 

i n zaal for t he la j and its prese rvation in totaity . Tha new oarty 

::::a !lle t o be lcno,·n as t he Chassi1im, in contradistinction to the Res~im 

· f t i'" l a\1 ·,·1er::>i_ denomi nat ed . It was o.win2 to thes 
33 t oe transares sors o ·~ • 
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Resha 'im that t he Mace b lt a ean revo was preoi oitated. The rene~ade bi~h-

ol'iests sou~ht to ~ain t he favor of Antiochusby buyin~ it. And t hey paid 

dearly for it. Thay ~ave away their honor and t heir fai th . They treach-

erously betrayed t heir brethren . They turned t he ir backs oo Jehovah, and 

bent their knees before Jupiter. 

Thus l'lhi l e Jason t ile suoolanter of the faithfu l Oni3sIII seemed i n 

t he f ull s n i n~ or hi s power , a hi~her bidder for t he deqraded office 

h3.d t ne i ncumban t unce remoniousl y deposed , ao:l donned t he oonti fie 

robes . It xas Y3n! laus that vi l a traitor to bis oaoola , xhom Gr ae~i 

ho lds indiract ly respon~ibl3 for much of t he ev il t nat befall I srael . 

H! di1 not scruole t o rob toe t amola treasury for t ne curpose of ores-

!ntin~ certain to lden ve6se l s to Androni~us the deouty of Antiochus . 

This ac t of u1.v~accdanted d~sccrltion roused the i ndi2uation of t he 

deoosed Oni as who lived ouiet ly i n Daphne near Antioch . ~gnelaus chaf-

i n~ un1er his rebuke , had h i ~ treacherously murdered. (II Mace . I V 50 

sn . ] . It wa
5 

also owinE!. t o thi s same Me ne laus t hat an honorable body 

:>f .Je~·r:; who came to t he ki n!l to pl ead a~ai nst any fur ther violation o 

51 



t ha t emole • were brutally slain, -- a dasoicable act that aroused the 

oi ty o f t ' · · b · no ne1gn or1n~ Tyr i a ns . Antiochus mus t have learned from this 

scoundrel all sorts of calumnias a~ainst t he Jews whose reli~ion he en-

daavo red soon after to ext erminat e . [Cf . II Mace . IV 50, "But Menelaus 

tilrou~n the covetous dealin~s o! t hem that were in power r emained still 

i o office cleavin~ to wi c kedness , as a ~reat conspirator a~ainst bis 

fellol'i dtizens0 ] . But the ·,·1o t"st v1as yet to come . The e\·il was broodin1 

I t ~as soon ready to descend xith a miRhty swoop . 

Antiochus 1·1ho ,\'as :va~in~ \'tar i n ID~ypt, was repor t -::d killed . Jason 

immedia t ely armed himself and so~e fol lowers and proceeded to attack 

t he city of Jerusal em. Re s lau«ht9red his fello.~ ruthl essl y. Ris ass-

au lt was unsuocessful . IDxi l ed, held i n utter co ntempt by ais own fellow 

men aoj most l i ke ly ~~tha Greeks al so, ha diad with none t o bury him. 

Antiochus hearin~ of these intestine dissensions , mistook t hem fo r a 

Jud~an revo l t. He strai t~ay set out for Jerusalem, and made t he first 

· · c E He "shad torrents of blood 
attac.: lc on tile ho l y city i n 170 3 , · • 

l
-

0 1
_
11
·s odi' ous deads by Menelaus , pil l aaed t ha temple and 

and, 01·omot ed 
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carri~d of f the most orecious t h· 
in~s t o Antioch.[Cf. II Macc.V, 11~23, a 

I ~ac" I "Q-•1. 
"'""' • G .;c.' II, 9 J . After t hi s desecration, Antiochus left Philip 

as ltO'lernor in Jerusalem. Thin~s "Hare rapid l y dra ;fin~ to a cri sis. The 

Jews were not only scandali zed at t he butcher1·~s d · 
~ an sacr1le~e . but were 

dumbfounded at t he si l ence of God . uo pua1·shment f 11 d ~ o owe t he evi l doin' 

of t he wicked Syri an tyrant. His de feat i n E~ypt i n 168 and his submis-

sioo to the Romans under Fooilius who drew round t he 

ci rclebiddinR hiw make uo bi s mind ere he l eaves i t as t o whete~ he 

:~ou ld submit to t he Roa:aos an:l 1baado11 all claims to fil~yot , mi~ht have 

bea n looked upon as just r etributio n for his act of imoiety i n Jerusale 

See, Polybiu~ and Livy for an ac~ount of Aatbchustiumiliati onby Popiliu 

Antiochus ~a3 no ~ obl i ~ed t o abandon his east ern ~arsa nd he resol-

ved to re ve n~e himse l f on the Jews . He was fully de termined to root ou1 

co mol e tely the Jewish re lii i oo . Io 168, he despatched his chief ee l-

lector Appo lonius with a l ar~e army t o Judea . As soon as he arriV9d at 

J e~usalem, he swi f tly and decaitful ly effected a seco nd massacre of 

t he inhabitants a nd he set fi re to t he city . [Sea I Mace. I 50.]. A 



Syrian ~arrison was placed in Acra, the citadel overlookin~ t he temple. 

[ The re is considerable uncertainty as to the exact l ocation of Acra{] . 

In t heir dismay, many inhabitants took to fli~ht, and t heir places were 

f i l led by stran~ers, «a sinful na tion, trans~ressors of t he l awo. 

o ex irpate Judai sm by exterminatin~ the Antiochus evidently endeavored t t ' 

Jews. Renan thinks that new colonies of Greeks replaced t ne slain and 

futi tive Jews . It seems, however, from t ne statement in I Macc. 31, Chil 
t hat hell;:ii sts ar'3 u:eant. by t he trans~ressor E of the law. It j ~ saf-;:i 

t o assume , at any rata, that a mi xed multitude of Greeks and He llenist 

fi lled t hd depopul ated city . duch substitutions wer~ not uncommon in 

t hose days . Al exander the Great used to t r ansplant Greek col onies in 

a ll t h3 t erritory t hat he conauered. The wives and children of the sla 

1are sol d i nt~ oa otivity . Ma ny Je3s apostatised. As for Jer usal em, she 

nas l e ft 
3

ithout Je~s : «her sanctuary was l aid was t e li ke a wi lder~esE 

oa r 
feasts ~ere tur ned t o mournin~. her sabbaths i nto reproach, her 

honor into contempt•. (See I Uacc . I 39&I I Mace . VI 6, cf. Amos VIII1 
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The end of all these misfortunes was not yet . In order to stran~thea 

his commander's hands, Antiochus issued an edict to the effect "that 

all should be one people and tnat each should forsake bis own l aws• . 

Tha motive was not akin to that of Al exander the Great who dreamed of 

one universal Graak emoire . Furthermore, the ~enaral state of Graek 

culture in t he Syrian real m ~as not of as h i ~h a nature as was t ha t in 

ancie nt Hellas. It ~a~ a deterior atio n of t he civilization of the 

oalmy days of Greece. Antiochus ' s motive was t he suporession of Judaism 

With t he whims i ca lity which w1 s so cha ract e ri s tic of this monarch, he 

oersisted i n his scheme. To the Je~s . conseoueotly , a soeoial edi ct 

nas di soatchadco c~andi n~ t ham to forsake t heir la~s. to crofaoe t heir 

sabbath, and faast days , and t o ool lute t he ir sanctuary. They were 

forced to comoly with the most obnoxious heathen customs and rites. 

t
, ~ obli·d~d to sa~r1'fice to idols, animals which 

Ia eve ry toin cey wer~ -~ -

f the sacrifices . Some acaui9sed in 
th~y deemed unc l eanand then eat o 

resl'sted them even unto death . Circumci sion 
these ~rooosals, others 

O ~ death. The record is found in the two 
was prohibited on point ~ 
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books of the Maccabees of two women who had the coura~e to circumcise 

their children and who were hurled down from the wall of the city with 

their babes han~in~ on t heir breasts. It was the be~innin~ of martyr-

olo~y . A number of pi etists whose ri~orous and puncti llious observance 

of all the la~s of t hei r faith would not suffer t hem to fi~ht on the 

sabbath, fled to the caves where they were betrayed and mercilessly 

butchered . 

The last and mos t ~rievous sta~a in t he oersecution ~as reached 

oo the 25t h of Kislev a. c . g . 1 ij~ . It was tha acme of sacrilete . The Jew 

could not conceive of any crime more outra~eous and shockinr . Je~i3h 

~orshio utterly caaaed . Tha temple beca~e a heathen shrine . Uoon the 

naw altar suoerimuosed on tba old one , sacrifices were offered to the 

Ol ympian Zeus . Dl.odorus has an 9 Aa~~_er ated ac~ount of the desecration. 

d hu~e 50.,., and sprinkled its blood 
He says that Antiocbus sacrifice a ~ 

has a milder version o! this story. 
on tha scro lls of the l aw . Joseohus 

SO!\', i~norinS! the added in
Ha m~raly alludes t o the sacrifice of the 

desecration was enogmous . It was the 
famies. Ho~b~it , the 



A B 0 M I N A T I 0 N 0 F D E S 0 L A T I 0 N-

It horrified the Jews beyond all measure of descriotion. What the 

oaeans did within t he holy of holies i s not defini t el y known. But a 

dras tic and heart-hendin~ picture of the orofa nities per petrated within 

t he walls of Israels sacrad fane is ~raohically described i n t he II Mace 

Ra~ular Bacchana lian or~ies took Place ~ithin t he very tsmol a and t he 

vilas t vices wara practised thera . Sacrifices ~er! of fered t o t he s t atue 

o i t he Gr9ec. di vi ni ty Zeus . Antioch us aooointed of~ :icars to see t hat his 

behests were every ~hara carri ed out . A mont hly inouisitioo was held to 

deal ' ith a ll recusant s . rnasa bad to suffer the pena l ty of 
• • 

t heir r efusal to oarticioat e i n tna ha~ then oreies. Tha~a we re also 

of f icers i n all t ha adjaoe nt r e~ ions to see t hat t he decrees or t he 

kine were en forced . So t hat every where it hecame i muossible fo r a man 

t o profess himse l f as a Jew much l ess to oractice bi s r a li ~i ous rites 

[See II Ma~c . v 16]. The scr olls of t he law were burned. The time was 

rife r.ith horrib l e Persecutions and rine for martyrdom . Saveral martyr 

3tories are related i n II Mace . co l ored ;-1ith all t he hues of romance • 

..L 
l oyal Priest of hoary a~e~suf!ers the The s t~adfastn~ss of El eazar ~ 



most excr uciatinR tortures rather tha n violate one iota of t he law , and 

t he more dramatic eµisode of the moth~r and t he sev en sons, all of whom 

embrace death iu pr e ference to partaki11~ of the abomi nab l e heathen 

s acr i fices and worshi }Jin~ t he idols of t he ~icked Gr eeks , are depi c ted 

~ith all the extrava~ance of r hetoric i n t te fourth boo k of t he Marc. 

' bus 1· 5 o f its " ser mon o o t he s upr emacy of Nhe r e t hey are ta ken as t 11e .. 

r easo n". 1 ~ r arh i" ca lly t e lls tee ta l es o f t hese martyrs . The II Mace . a s o F. , 

The IV Mace . no doubt. dl' t-H itn reatari al fr om t te II Mace . 

11. th i s tu r bu l~nt i.e ri od o f pe r secutio r1 , desi•air , and a nxi e ty, 

U .. . Of t t.is I st.a ll t rea t i 11 auo t her chaµ t e r a ue ~ lite r a t ure: s i;.r ar.~ I" 
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,JU DAS M A C C A B E U S A N D T H E R E C 0 NS E C R A TI Qt 

The Name Maccabee . 

It is somewhat . surpr 1 sin~ t hat the two apochrypbal books contai u~ 

the history of t he Jewish war of iadc: peadeuce . iu 17f 8. c. E., should 

r~cei ve t heir titles aot fro m t ha fa mi ly-nawtj o t t he Modi u heroes to 

hhom aas due t he salvation of Judaism, but from t he most prominent mem-

ber of t hat fa wi ly. TbJ t t htj books bor e different ~a mas i n t he oriaina l 

Hdbrd h , we have no occasion t o doub t . Fusibius s peaks of the Maccabean 

books t\ncier tha title: t, 11. ;u :l IU -"' :i -,.u, t he- pri nca of t he 

God has built up. T~o ot her rander iu~s have been made not of the 

title me utioned by the church fathdr above r eferred t o, but of a later 

h and Vall·s1· us. [See Fair wea t her and Black's 
versio n ado~ted by St ep anus 

comme ntary t o t he I Mace · ] , 
~K ·J~ •?" l' ~.,ti, history of the pri nces 

of t he of God. Or , ,, 't< -a ·~1"' I 

the sce~tre of t he prince 
sons •J ':). ")"1 

from all the !ore~oin~, that in the ori~-

of t bt:1 sons of God. It seems 

the title was not Maccabees, or any thi n~ 

i 11al Hdbrew of t his book, 
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like it. •Maccabaeus" was th d. . . e ist1 nct1ve 8 u r oame o! Judas the third 

son of the Jewi h . . s pr i est Mattathias and later the l eader iu the Jewish 

war Of Independence . [ er I . Mace. II ~R . III 1, V P.4.1. As to t he def-

inite meanin~ o! t he t • er m Maccabaeus• , various vi ews have been he ld. 

It has been claimed t hat t he i nitial letters of t he o penin~ words i n Ex-

odus XV 11, ,11 :7" a · ~~ ::a ,,, ,.., ·-n, foru:ed t he watchword of 

" - rans erre o t e1r chi ef . There t he warriors, and that t h1· s '"as la t~ r t f d t h · 

is a difficulty he re . We havP no authentic r ecords of any such watct 

word . Jose~tu~ dods .ot s r~ak e ither of it or of t Le derivation o! Judat 

surt!au:e . The n t he r t:3 i s t he li :1guistic di f!i culty. The: Greek trans liter-

ation is «Makkabaios». It has a double ka~ pa which is uo t the eQuiv-

al ent of t he ~ebr ew letter"Kaf". 
The second view is , t hat the word 

Maccab.::e is deriv ed fr om th.:: He: brew ;>~:> [C f. Is. XLIIl 17, ):J.:> 

d~] a t h na~e would si auify, the •extin-
"Tf.ey are q u e u c h e . . r.eoce a ... "' 

""isher" , t ho • "ue llor" o! hi s enemies. [See the Encyc- Biblica, articl 

, b " L~1·psic 187n.). This 

l Curtl
·
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theory also fails to account tor t he lin~uiatic difficulty, viz, the 

double Kappa in t he Greek transliteration. The theory accepted by moat 

moder n critics, and the moat plauai ble one ia this. Maccabee means merely 

t he "Hammerer ~ . t he ad,iec tival form o! the Hebrew 1"1:J..ll) meanin~ "hammer• 

Tha wel l known paralle l i n t he case of Charles Martel seems to l eave 

but little doubt as to t he soundness of t he laat vieN . 

The Uprisi n~ In Modin . 

Wh~u t he str i n~ent 111.-:asures i ustituted by A!1tiochus for the per scc-

uti o1 of the Jaws Hera ~u t iuto fo r uQ , Jh~n Jer usa l e m was forsaken by a 

numb~r of its faithful ci ti zeus, th e:: t!OU!l try t oi':ns and the caves and 

fastnessas of tle wi l derness ~rov ~d a tdm~orary r e fu~a for the persec-

~ace . VI 11) . Tn' e ma,)·ority of t b&se fugitives were utad Jdws . fV i de II ~ 

t hat had for mad , t hd C h a s i d i m 
of t he nel'I st:ct 

~ho were not 

conscientious iu t he ob
r.unct1' lious aud scru pulously ouly r amar kab l y " 

'l
.ot and tittle of t he law, 

sbrva ncc:: of every 
but who ~rew &ore faoat-

ical and uarrow, an 
eutbusiastic i u t hei r cause, in 

d consequ~ntlY mora 

" 1 



ro portion as the H&llenista tell away from the faith ot their fathers. 

Not all the fu~i tives, however , #ere Chaaidim. The Ae•onean family are 

not des i ~oated as such, and furthermore we learn t hat after a hi~h-prieat 

of t he seed of Aaron had been appoint ed at t he head i,! t he te•ple service 

t his party o! pietiats who had joined the fi ~hti n~ ranks of t he Mace-

abeans wi thdr ew their support. Thei r ai m, reliR,ious au to nomy had been 

achi eved. Politica l self-~ov ernment was no t on t heir pro~r am. [C f. I Mace 

VII 1'.1i] . •AmgnR t he fu~itiv e famili es that had no,,. settled i n Modin, 

a to.rn s ituated midway bet.'lee n J12. r usalem and Jo ppa, was tbe famous 

family of t he A S M 0 N E A N S. 

l
· n th~ t wo books of t he Maccapees. Josep~us · Thi s name is not fou nd ~ " 

ma ~tions it and ~ives as t he ori ~in, t he fact that t he ~reat ~rand-

t here was at the time oue whose 
father of Mattathias was Asmoneus. •And 

son of Simon the son of Aamon
was Mattathias the son of John the 

. b. d a citizen of Jerusalem"• ( Ant. 
aus a ~riest of the orde r of Joar1 an 

ml
. drashim also r e fer to this family as 

XII~) . The t a lmud aud the 
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Hashmonim. It appears from I Mace. chap.II, that Mattathia1 was only a 

priest, thou~h the later J · h ew1s sources speak of him as hi~h-prieet, the 

fi priests of Joarib error beiaa due, most likely, to t he presti de wh1' cl1 the 

enjoyed. When t he division o! the sacred orders i nto twenty four parts 

was made by lot, the first place foll t o the sons of Jo~rib. [See I Chron 

IX 10 and Ne m. XI lt] . 

Thus t he iuitiative take n by the Jews in t heir war of I ndependence 

~as i n t he small town of Modin a nd not i n t he sacred city o! Jerusal~m. 

Whe u th~ edict of t he ki u~ Nent forth t hat officers shou ld ba appointed 

i u each to wn to sea t hat t ha Jews obeyed t he command to forsake t heir 

ra li~io n and do homa~e t o t he i ods of Sy ria, it met with strenuous opp-

os itio n i 1~ ~~odi n . Some co mmissio ne rs of t he king came t o Modin to force 

t he Je• • i nt o apos tacy. They ar. proacbed Mattathias as t he leading person 

of t he ~ lace and vrde red hi m to se t an exa.i,le to the inhabitants by 

«Th t a ruler and an honorable 
offeri n~ the first pagan sacrifices ou ar 

d 6tre
ndt hened with sons and brethren. 

and gr eat man iu t his city, an ~ 



Now therefore come t hou first and do the commandments of the k1· n11t, as 

all t he nations ha ve don~ and t h e men of Judah and they that remain in 

Jorusalem• . [I Mace . II 17] B · b . r1 es of ~old and silver were offered him 

and the promise of hi ~h station. But Mattathias answered t hem in t hose 

'ords t hat have been the ~uidi n~ princi ple in Israel durinR all t he 

periods o f sombre µer secu tio ri . " I ! a1ll t he nations t hat are ir. t he house 

of the kiu~:s domini on he1ark~ n u11to him, t o !all a'tia/ from t C.e ·sorship of 

t ht! ir fathers, yet wi 11 I and my so11s and my bre t hren Nalk i n t he co\' en-

a.1t of our fd t !l~rs '! c .. .:: J,c, ·11 11 !.o 114 s t oo l'leak- k ieed t o refuse obedience t 

the ki n2 ' s command wa l k~d up t o the altar to offer sacri fice to t he heat 

. hen di viui ty. V.a ttathias e nra~ed at. t his fla~rant ac t of impiety, smote 

the apos tate and t he kinR's commissioner, demolished t he heathen altar 

summoned his fello•• •ho wished to adhere t o t he laws of their fathers 

to follow him. They all fl ed to t he mountain fast nesses for safety and 

Th key
- note o! the war for independence had been soun-

µrepara tiou • e 

!al
. th and freedom, the •oat ~lorious epoch 

ded."Thb Maccabeau fi ~ht for 
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in Jewi sh history had be ~un•. In the mountai n fastn~sses the patriots 

~ere safe at l east for a time 
' from the vile persecution· s.of t he Syrian 

despo t. Here now also co n~regated bands of Chasidim. They ~11 took t heir 

flocks and herds with t h em, a nd t here i u t he l oneli ness of the mountains 

a sue tremendous odds wi t h t he armies of ~ained s t renRth t o battle t h 

Autiochus. These pieti s t s were ri ~orous Sabbat arians. I t seems t ha t t his 

fac t must llafte been known to t he ki n~ 's office rs, because when t hey 

discove red t he various re tr e~ ts of t hese band s of Chas i dim, t hey i~faded 

t heir hidiuP. placds aurl ;,av~ t hew th~ c:i lter na ti vei of submission or deat h. 

They kne.,; t hat t hdY would not fi 14tt on t he Sabbath . Que lar ~e community 

of a t housand sou l s was t hus ma rci l essly but chered ou a Sabbat h because 

they re fused to profane i t by fi ~bti nP. on t he holy day. (See I Mace . I I 

?~--39) . Also 11 Mace .VI tl, V 95 , VII I 25) . Mattat hiaa i n view of the 

disaster that had befallen hi • brethren resolved to pursue a more spir-

i t ed policy. He dec la red it l awful to ti~ht in times of ~reat peril 

even on t he Sabbath. It was a time when t he La• had to be violated iD 

F35 



order to insure its fulfillment. (C!. 
Lincoln's memorable words. •rt is 

necessary to violate the const1'tut1'on 
in order to preserve it•.]. The 

Chasidim now allied themselves to the Zealots ,the re~ular follo wer s o! 

Uattathias, and scrupled not to fi ~ht on t he Sabbath if nacessary. As ttte 

number of followers incr eased, the spirits o! the warriors rose . They 

no lon~er were satisfied with bein~ ou the defeus i ve, they be~aa now to b 

bt:1 011 the offensi vc:t. Their zeal on behalf of t heir cause made them fan-

a ti cal. They were intolerant of all rene~ades. They turned persecutoro. 

It was t he apos t ates tha t 1c.,dcd chastiseweut pri mdrily. TheSyriaos ~ 
Ner~ of secondary consideration. Mattathias and his band went all thru 

the coun tr y, over thro~in~ heathe n altars, slau~hterin~ a ~os tates, cir-

cu•cisinl by force the chi ldren whose parents were afraid to pe rform 

the rite . This ~rand coup for a time cowed the Syrian oppressors. 

The renegade Jews teared the rebuke of these zealous defenders of "th,e 

t o the Syrians who were stationed in 
faithw . They fled i n consequence 

Th
us i n the country towns the Law was rescued, 

t he ~arrisonat Akra. 



that is to say, the Jews were aaain 
~ able to practise their Judaiaa with-

out t he tear of molestation or summary d h 
eat • While the Zealots were 

bravely fi ~h ti o~ tor t heir faith, Mattatbiaa felt his end draw near. He 

summo ned his five 80 t h · b . . 
ns o is ed-aide and in a powerful valedictory bade 

t hem keep up t he nobl R . . . e cause. e poi nt ed to t he illustrious exampl es of 

Israel 's heroes i n the past and ur~ed them to emu late t hese Rrea t models 

He theu a ppointed Simou as t he statesman, the counse llor and Judas as t he 

mili tary chief. The other three brothers played a cons picuous role later 

on in t he rebe llion. All wer e impe lled by a sense of duty filial and 

national and there was not any jealousy amon~ them as appears from t he ir 

ent ire course of action . I n the 146t h year of the Seleucidean era or, 

1R7B .C.E. Mattathias died. He was buried in Modin amid the ~reat lamen-

t ati on of Israel. 

.nJDAS MACCABEUS. 

b war was Judas. He is the hero 
The leadi n~ fi gure in the Macca ean 

of the second book which virtually ~lorifies him as the sole author of 
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tha deliverance from S . yr1an oppressioA.(Cf. V 27· VIII • 1 sq • ; X1 sq • : XI I 

·"'> SQ.: XIII 10 s d.; nv Xv.]. Besides these places. there i· s speci fie 11e 

ntion made of the character of Judas l.. the XV chapter. verse BO. "And 

l:e t hat was in all th . . in~s was in body and soul th e foremost champion of 

his fellow-citizens • he t hat kept his youthful ~ood-will towards his cou-

n , eau-1 ea ntrymeJ thru life---". He was a ~1·ant i·n stature a ver1' table"b ' d l 

of a champion of popu lar liberties".[ Vide I Mace . III 3]. He was the 

l)rida aud f!. lory of his fri ends and t he terror of his enemies.[!bid.5- A 

also II Mace. Viii 1] . He was bold as a lion and bis cry was like 

lion's whelp roar ing for pr ey. [I Mace . III 4] . As a proctector of the 

helpless and an enthusiast of the reli ~ion of his fathers he s tood with 

out e4ual, and his fame reached far and wide. Re nan cal ls him a saint. 

He attributes all t he Qualities of his greatness to his faith. Judas in 

s pite or all--- and Re nan is not laudatory over hi• fanatieisa that 

drove him to murder rene~ades --- a pil lar in the world's history. It 

was o•in~ to the devotion and •onderful prowess o:J this hero that the 



temple wor sh i p was restored. He was 
a ~reat ~eneral,tor with no re~uler 

force t o oppose t he we ll disciplined Syrian army, he yet dared to line 

up hi s handfu l of men a~ainst t hem. [ Cf. I Mace . III, IV, VII]. Fi na lly 

in the face of t ! l d ear u o ds Judas fell at Elasa in 1~0. [See IX 1P- 1A). 

He t oo #as buried i n Modin io the sepul chre of his !ather amid t he l oud 

lamentatio ns o! hi s peopl e . Prev ious to thi s defeat it seemed as if noth-

in~ cou l d thwart Judas i n hi s expl oi ts . Victory after victory was hi s. 

Af t er his death t he s t or y of his triumohs continued t o be handed down 

to the sons of Israel by whom bi s mamory was lovin~ ly cherished . (I II?]. 

I n II Mace. we l earn t hat at t he advica of t he Syrian ~eneral Ni~auor, 

Judas married aud se ttled dowu kuietly aud took part in common life until 

duty once more called hi m t o bis natio n's service . 

THJi; COMBATS . 

Wi t h Judas at the head, t he Judaan stru~~ le assumed t he proportions 

1
aa Apolloniust he lord of pollution as he is 

of re~ular warfare . In o~, , 

d Who a Year earlier had entered Jerusalem with a 
ca l led iu II Mace. an 



lar~e army,---! Mace , .says it Has l a ar~e multitude, and II Mace . states 

s pacifi cally t hat 1- t was a for ce of 2tY\OO .. ~.v meu---- marched out with a lar~e 

arwy f r om Samaria to meet i n oµen battle t he uew aud formidable Jewish 

commcrnda r. The conflict resulted iu the defeat o! t he S . h yr1an osts and 

on1us whose sword Judas took as tro phy t l:e ciea t L of A poll · 'Heari n~ it .aver 

F , u ~ ~as with Seron the after in all the bat tles he fou dht . Th~ next encount~1· 

~.ov c: rnor of r.otilo-Sy ria who cam& do.rn Hi t h a ~r ea t and stroa~ 

to redk v en~eance on t he revoltiu~ Jaws and t o make himsel f 

~et himself ~lory i 11 the ~ i ngdom . The Jewish forces were very s111all a nd 

ill - armed aud t hey were sc~e afraid to meet t b6 enemy . But Judas after an 

ins µiri OF'. exhortation rallied his man so t hat t hey dis~om!ited the army 

of Sero n by suddenly attackinP him at the pass ol B•t h Horon, where ~00 

«>re slain and t he reuainder fled i nto Philistia . The successes of Jud 

as •armed t he hear \s of t he so ldier s a~ their zeal and couraRe were 

more t han doubled. Judas •as bY t his time quite famous among t he enemy, 

and even the kin:, Antioch us l earned µar ticular s of t his man t he riuP.-
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leader of t he revolt. Thus ~radually the Zealots b scame trained and hard-

ened so l di ers. 

When Antiochus 1 earned of t he reve rses of his arm1' es under Apollonius 

aud Serou, he was full o: l i ndi ~na ti on . To his cha~ri n at bein~ unable t o 

..i ue ll t he up ri si n~ of t h' . i s refractory race was added th a worry resulti u~ 

from a depleted exchequer. Ever siuce t he defeat of Antiochus the Great 

by the Romans at ~agne sia i n 190, a ud t hti couse· ~uent necessity 

i n~ t he. cost of the cami a1 F!, 11s aud t be furnish i ng t r i bute to Rome , 

Syri an treasury was well ni ~h em~ ty. Besides, Antiocbus Epi pbane s with a 

~himsi cality t hat di ctated a lavi shness in expendi t ure had hel ced t o 

decrease the cout ent s of the treasur y. ~e impec unious co1~i ti on of t he 

•over nme ot on t he one band , a nd the Je•ish rebelli on on the ot her,deman 

ded i mmed iate attentio n. The treasur y m u s t 
be re-filled, aud t he 

revol t su ~><re. 1sed . [ Vida Tacitus Ri storia V Rand 11!•••· Ill 27) , ror 

this double pur uose , his l ar ; e army bad to be divided, half of it was to 

check Judea and ha lf was t o accompany Antiochusto Persia where he •ent 
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to enforce payment ef th t . . e r1bute throu~hout the ~rov1·nees "' and to ~et 

money and precious thin~s by hook or crook. Such extr eme measures as the 

extortion of the people and the plunderin~ of tem~les "' were ordinary matter 

with thi s Syrian monarch . When Antiochus set out for the orient in 166, 

s1as o prosecute the war a~ainst Judea. He gave him ne commi ssioned Ly · t 

soecial char~e over all the prov1·nces west of t he ~unhrates . Be also l eft 

hi s son, -- afterwards AniiochusV,-- under hi s tutela~e . The drasti c 

char ~es in r eference to t he Jews are unparalleled i n all previous Jewish 

ni story . (Black and Fairweat h•r ~i ve a list of the extreae measures ~ 
t aken by other monarchs vi i i b re~a t•d t o tne Je•11s . Onder Shal!'anasser and 

Sar ~on, t he ten tribes wer e r emoved t o Mesonotamia and Medi a, II Kin~s 

XVII 5, while forei ~n settler s ~ere brou~ht by Esarhaddon, ffizra IV 2, 

and t h• ~reat and noble Qsnanoer and olaced in the cities of Samaria 

inst ead of t he children of Israel,II Kin~s XVII 24 ° Antiochus Eoiohanes 

exterminated an~ those that escaped 
~ent much fur t her . I srae l was to be 

be Sold as Slav
es . cf. I Mace. III 41& II Mace. VIII 

slau~hte r wer e to 

10- 11, XIV 14. ] . 
The se instructions hav•n~ been left with Lysias, 
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Antiochus hastened for the East 'Nber e after a number of reverses he died 

at Tabi s Persia . Polybius in the Greek cal l s t h l e P ace of the monarch's 

demi se Tabais . The Lati n translator has written i~ Tabis . Appian says that 

~ntiochus died near El ymasae i n persia "e tabe". "Tabe" , is the ablative 

of the Lati n word "~abis" meanin~ a loathsome disease . It i s not unlikely 

that there i s more than a coincidence here . Possi bly t h9 later annali st 

con fused the name of the ~own , . Antiochus III had died i n that vici nity--

with the nature of t he disease. Di odorus also menti ons tha fact t hat he 

di~d ot a loathsoma disease , ~sing also the ~ord "tabis". The 

of the death of the Syria :i ooHr3 ~sor of t he Jie;vs as recorded i n 

boots of tha Maccabees smacks lar~ely of t he le~endary character. The 

:jto1·y i n the I Mace. i s not wholly without foundation, for Polybius also 

mentions the fact t hat Antiochus died from i nsani t y produced by dreadfu l 

suuer na tural apparitions durinl hi s attempt to plunder t he temple in 

E: lymais. 

Lysias now endeavored to carry out the commands of the kin~. 

He aoooi nted Pt ol mey son of Oorymenes ~overnor of coelo-Syria to direct 

t he camoai ~n . With hi m were the Qenerals Nicanor and GorRias . Under this 
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triol e command d · h an wit t he army of 40000 i nfantry 

felt confi dent ,. t t 1 ~- u er Y anni hilati n~ t he Jews. So 

of comol ete victory that they t ook s l ave- mer chant s 

and 7000 cavalry, Syr ] 

confident ~ere t hey 

alon~ wi th them on t hi 

liue of ma rch, ready t o se ll t he caotiv e Jews . [Vi da I Mace. III 39- 41 & 

II Mace . VIII 9- 11) Th Q · · • a ..,yrian forces assembl-ad at Emmaus, a to;in lyi nS! 

at the base of the mountains ot"' J d u ea, not far from Jerusalem . The Jewi sh 

army encamned at tliznah . ~enaL says that the mi li tary manoevers of Judas 

are admired t~ this day by military men . [Vide I Mace . IV 1- 25 & II Mace . 

VIII 1 ~ ssl. & Josephus Act . XIl A] . 

After hav i n ~ orayed to God , and or~anized hi s trooos , Judas deliYe 

ad an exhortation to bis soldiers and was ready for toi onsl au~bt . 

Those who were na~ly married or bethothed, he sent home . ( See I Mace . IV 

56: Cf . oeut . XX 7]. It was the intention of Gorii as to attack t he Jewish 

camu by ni~ht a~~ smite the Jews suddenly . But Judas who heard of t hi s 

nl an, dacamoed at ni ~ht . When Gor~ias fall upon the Jow i sh camp he found 

it amoty . Ha thou~ot that the .Je\'ls had fl ed in t error and he decided to 

oursue t~em . But by dawn Judas appeared i n the plai n with t hree t housand 

men . After another hor t atory soeech, be suddenl y at t acked t he Syrian 

troops and utterly discowfited them so that they hl d t o f l ee i n dismay 
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to the land of the Philistines. [ Cf . I Mace . IV 8 & II Mace. Viii 16- 23]. 

An i mmense booty was left behind . The Jewish soldiers offered thanks and 

sani sones of orai se "unt h o e a v e n " . It was a day o~ : ~reat joy for 

Israel . 

When Lysias heard the news of the defeat of Gor~ias , he wae 

confounded and dism!lyed and with a force of 65000 met Judas t he followi n~ 

year , i n 1P.5, at Bet h zur where he was routed and forced to retreat to 

Antioch, Tac; Jewi sh patriots could no,\ turn their attention to the 

' r 9storatio n of the ancest ra l ~orsoio . 

THE RECONSEC~ArION OF THE TEMPLE . 

Judah ~athered his men to~etner and proceeded to Jerusalem to ourify 

tne t empl e from th.e defilements ot toe heathen, to restore the reli~ious 

usaees of Judaism, and to r e-dedicate the sanctuary to the service of 

tl& God of Israel. The si~ht that met the Jewish patriots was apnali n~. 

«The sanctuary was desolate and the altar orofaned and the ~ates burned 

1nd shrubs were ~roriin~ in the courts as in a fo rest or on one of t he 

mour.tains and the priests' chambers ~ere pulled down. And t hey rent their 
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dothes and made ~reat l amentation and out ashes on t heir heads and fell 

on t heir faces to the ~round and bl en1 with t he soilemn trumpets and cried 

toward heaven" . [I Mace . IV BS so . ] . It must have been a touchi n~ si~ht . 

Thr·ee years had noii elapsed si nee the abomination oC: desolatio n was brou~h 

into the t emple. Judas aopointed men to ~uard t oe sanctuary while it was 

in the orocess of purification and ded icat i on . Akra nas sti ll i n t he hands 

of t he enemy. but t he temcle was situated on another hi ll. Yet Judas took 

nrecautions l es t t he Syria n larri son and the Hellenists Nho were stati oned 

at Akra should orevent bi re (rom res toriul t he Jewirh worsbi n. Tbe patriots 

than tore do wn t he altar recentl y oolluted by t he heathen and at the 

vici o~ a council of worthy Jews deci1ed to lay as ide t he stones 

some conveni ent olace until God should be pl eased to i ntimate hi s ~ill i n 

t he matter of t he i r di sposal t hru the authoritative medi um of a crouheti c 

voice . ne sae fro m this t ha t thi voi ce of oroohecy waa not yet consi dered 

as hushed forever . (Cf . Oerenoourg 's trans lation of ~e~i l lath Ta'anith] . 

A ne~ al tar of stones t hat we re unhewn was built . New holy vassals were 

made . Burnt offerinls, the incense, the table on which the shew-bread 
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.vas 110nt to · be laid, and t he caodlest1' ck were brou~ht into the temple. 

~veryth i n~ was arran~ed accordin~ to the Law and on t he 25th of Kislev 
' 

j ust three years !rom t he date of the profanation of the altar of burnt-

o fferi n~s . the templ e was r e c o n s e c r a t e d. (Cf. I Mace. rv 52 

Derenbour~ 's Me~illath Ta'ao1'tb]. I I "acc. x ~. h' · t l ~ v w icn says iat only t wo 

year s had elapsed since t he cessation of Jewish worshio, is evi dent ly i n 

error . "The temole was ded~cated with son~s and bares and lutes and wi th 

cymbals . And al l the oeopl e fell uoon tneir faces a~d worshiooed and 1ava 

or aise tJ h ! 1 v ! n ~h ie~ bad 1iven t hem 3uccassu . f~e decorations o! 

the te mol e we re ~or ~eous . 4 feast was cel ebrated in honor of ihe re-esta 

li sbed ~orshio for ei~ht days . This feast Judas ordained tv be keot re~-

ularly by t he Jaws . II !lace . X 6 , stat&s t hat the feast was celebrated in 

nearly the sam~ manner as t he feast of taber nac les. "And t hey keot ei ~ht 

· h manne r of tbe f'e~st of tabernacl es, rememberin~ dlys with aladness in t .e - ~ 

how no t lon~ afore, duri n2 t he feast of tabernacles t hey wers wanderin~ 

i:. t !:a oountai ns and i n tha caves after t he manner of wild beasts . Where-

t h d ~.· i·t~ leaves aod fa ir bou~hs and palms also, 
fore bJar i na ~ands ~rea e n a 
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they offarad uo hymns of thanks~ivi n~ to hi m that had prosperously brou~ht 

t o oass t he claansin~ of his o~n place• . [II Mace. I O] . In the letter 

addressed by the Jews of Pal esti ne to the Jews of ~~yot, t he feast of ded

i ~ a tion i s expressly called "the feast of tabernacles of the month of 

Kislev•. [Cf . II Mace . I 9] . 

J U D A I S M had ~ai ned a deci ded victory over oa~anism . Judea 

sooiled Aotiochus's plan of A ~catholic Pa~anism" . The reli1i oo t hat was 

desti ned to mould t he fut ure of manki nd was saved t o do its mission. I t 

remai ned now to oreserve what was al ready ~a i ned , to insure do mestic tran-

ouil l i ty and t o orov ide for t he c0mmoc defense . Je~ish r e li~ious autono~y 

~as establis hed. Politica l i ndeoendence was no ~ necessary i n orde r t ha t 

Jadea oi ~ht be safe f rom fur t he r mo l esta t i on . From Zi on aeai n went forth 

tb ~ Law and t he ~ord of God fro m Jerusa lem. 
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D A N I ffi L A N D C 0 N C L U S I O N-

All critics are a~reed that t he book of Daniel is a product of the 

~accabean a~e, and was wri tten somewhere near the time of t he death of 

Antiochus Eoiohanes. The book coctains t we lve chapters of whi ch the elev-

ant h treats of Antiochus. Daniel may be divided i nto two distinct parts, 

t he firs t division beinEI, that which contains a series of narratives, and 

t ha aecond , the one thr t contains the oroohetical visions. In all thes~ 

stories the didactic puroosa is very apparent. The ri~hteous 

r ~:iardad and tha 1·1ic ked always s i ¢.na lly puoishad . \'i~ llhausan 

c<. 
tba book as "a hortatory and consol•tary writing for t he persecut ed , des-

i ~ned to strenEl,th-sn and cheer th<lm by a knoded~e that ni thin a very 

short time the overbent bow will break". Renan says that t he book is a 

"stran~e mixture of the sublime and the commonplace, the outcome of intel· 

l ectua l abasement and ~: tha most orofound moral movement the world has 

ever knonn'' . 

The followi u~ r~asons which are given for the late oriiin of 

the book, I have t aken and abrid~ed fro m Bevan 's "Daniel» , 
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The exc lusion of Daniel !rom the proohetic books is hard to reconci l e with 

the suooosed anti Quity of the book. The passa~es i n Ezeki el XIV 14-20 & 

xxvrrr ~. offer no clue as to the !i xin~ o! a date for t he authorship of 

Daniel . Jeremiah simi l arly speaks of Moses and aamuel. XV 1. 

On tha supposition t hat t he nar rative in Dani e l is historical, it is 

stran~e to say the least . that it should have been passed o·\.dr i n silence 

by all e~stant Jani sh writers down to the l atter ha lf of the second century 

B. C. g , and that i t shou ld have left no trace i n any of tha oroohetical 

b~oks , in Ezra , in Chroniclas, in Ecclesiasticus . This cumulative tar~uoent) 

evidence derived from sucb sources can not easi l y be brushed aside . 

rn~ eurliast allusi on to Danie l i s in the I Mace . II 59- 60 . Renee the book 

mus t hav3 bee n knQ~n t o t he ~riter of I Mace . The more 1fe realize how 

vsst and orofound was the i nfluence of Daniel i n post Maccabean times. t he 

!l!or·e difficult is it to be lieve t i1at the book exi sted previously for Nell 

ni ah four cen turies, without exercisinR any perceptible influence what-

This is the ext ernal evidence for a l ate ori~i u of the book. 

Now as to the i nternal evidence. The author of Baniel i s poor ly 
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i aformed on events that occured at the ti me when Daniel is supposed to ha 

lived . Even those allusions to "contemporary history» can not be reconci l i 

with the known history. The author's aocurate knowled~a of the history 

of Antiochus Epinhanes a~ain ooints to a l ate ori gin of the book. The mea~ 

re mention of t he thre9 Gentile Emniees and the minuteness of the des-

criotion of t he fourth empira , the crimes of whose nicked kin~ are so 

vivid l y set before us ~o to show that t hd book is from beginning to end 

an axhor tation addr essed to the pious Israelites in the days of the ~raat 

ra li ~ious stru~~le und er Th3 Illustrious Syrian monarch. 

It is noter1orthy that t he first definite allusion to ~~ortali ty 

is found in t he book of Danie l of the entire Ol l Testament. In suite of . 
• 

t he dictum of Anti~onus of Socha , men were no lon~er satisfiad with 

the orevailin~ so l utions to tha croblem of sufferin~. The martyrolo~y 
• 

of t he Macca11ean a~e also ~ave rise to the doctrine o! future rewards 

and punishmen ts . That this new doctr i ne did not fi nd its way into the 

m i nd~ and hearts of all Jewry at the time, and subse~uently, we learn 

from I ~ace. -rl1e1·e is no allusion to immortality at all. When Matta thias 
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died he exhorted his sons to fi~ht for the noble cause and "leave ani 

ever lastin~ name». This is a species of immortality akin to that deo~cted 

by Geor~e Elliot in her "Choir Invisible». But it is not of such an immor-

tality that the II Mace. speaks when it \lludes to "the Kini who shall 

raise us up who have died for his laws unto an eternal r anawal of life». 

But the seeds had been sown for the r aoid ~rowth and spread 

of the doctri ne oe a futare life. And in Daniel we find the orecursor of ., 
a la r ~e apocalyotic li terature . R~ nau may no t ~e alto~etber ~ron~ in 

conjacturin~ that a corner - stone of Christianity was ouarried from ~he . 

Maccabaan aee . Wou ld i t no t ba more than ~ fi ~ure of soeecb to venture 

the view that the Uaccabean a~e like Rebecca carried twins i n its No mb? 

That in the birth throes of that ~reat raliQious struQ~ le ,tno faiths 

~era born, the one ,resu~itated Judaism, the other, Christianity? Of one 

thine we can be certain. Judaism was in danQer of extinction. The heroic 

Maccabees saved it for the Jews and for the world. 
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