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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
New York School

Report on the Rabbinic Dissertation Submitted
by
Jill Kreitman

in Partial Fulfillment of the Reguirements for Ordination
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF YOM TOV LIPPMAN HELLER

Ms. Kreitman's thesis blends detached scholarship with familial
commitment. It is on the one hand a penetrating and analytical
introduction to Yom Tov Lippman Heller, and on the other a

reverential rediscovery of the author's direct ancestor.

Serendipiously, the author's apple has fallen by no means distant
from her ancestral tree. In her are reflected her forbear's
scholarship, idealism, charisma, dynamism, courage, outspokenness,
and within the traditional perimeters of our faith, his liberalisnm,
flexibility, adaptiveness, providence and uncompromising devotion

to the core values implicit in Revelation.

Ms. Kreitman's study of Yom Tov Lippman Heller provides an
excellent interface between the sage and his surrounding society.
Born in Wallerstein, Bavaria in 1579, Heller lived through the
turbulent times preceding and during the Thirty Year's War, inng
in Cracow in 1654. His life is an encapsulation of the history of
Central Europe during this period of the Prague, Vienna, Lublin and
other great European centers of Jewish and general creativity, and
of disasters and intrigues within the Jewish community and without,
and often connectible one to the other. It is also the story of a
towering figure, devoted to his faith and his people, ready

prophetically and even sacrificially to peruse the right and the




wronged, to teach the ignorant and those unaware of their
ignorance, to improve the quality of Jewish life and above all
Jewish religious life; and to provide literary models in the form
of liturgical poetry, commentaries and above all his priceless

autobiographical Megillat Evah.

Ms. Kreitman's thesis devotes chapters to the historical context of
Yom Tov Lippman Heller, his work as commentator and educator, his
achievements as liturgist, religious philosopher and humanist, his

Megillat Evah and the supplement by his son, Samuel, and a summary

appreciation. Taken together, these chapters form a concise
analysis of the totality of Yom Tov Kippman Heller's legacy. They
reveal a comprehension of his vast and varied writings, and an,
understanding of both their religious expression and their
contextual significance. They reveal as well as through competence
in his Hebrew texts such as few of our students are ever able to
achieve, and an insight into their exegetical and sociopolitical

significance that bespeak the author's broader knowledge and mature

insight.

It is therefore with the greatest of pleasure and equivalent pride

that I recommend the acceptance of this thesis.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dr. Martin A. Cohen
Professor of Jewish History
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Tex 34 fFathe Ridvyamin Dv: x hans seupght dw marn Ry
T my desr father, Rinyamin Ivi, who has sought dn omany ways
aw o rabbi, teacher ard commanity leader bo Follow in the
Foobabeps of ogr pgreat ancestor Rabbil Yom Ty Ldppman

el Leny wwm%}ggmmmﬁﬁmggg41‘, ,,,,, arel you shall teach this to your
chilohm ey, ...

I will FfForever cherisb iy omy hesct amd 4o omivd with all my
shrength gl all my beding the loving destractior, supposet s
gudchamees my Father has gdven me. He bas btaught me the path
to peacs, arnd shared with me the pgreat spark that buarrs so

bBrightly 4w hisg heact, the love and stuady of Torah
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8 few years back my fabher amgd 1 vigited Isvael. The
geeeoel moevdng of cone stay dn Jevusalem my Father called me
too tell me abouwt a plessantly sweprdeing dinclident that
oeeurred bthat morvdvge. B omanm by the wame of Joshaa Lidore had
veact dvr the Jerusalen Post abowt my Fathers? aredival in
Tarael and phemed bhim dn bis botel early that moening.  Afber
Irtivracucing him@mlf by wamer, he ashked my Father two

el 4 oot s T yer pgreat-ngravadFather? o vwame BElieser Dovid
5 o 4

Eok Yoan Tew?  Whew my fathew

ame are you a descerndent of T
armwerad yes to bobth guesticoms he Joyously excolaimed, "we are
cousdws’. This reawakerned my Fathers! obdldhood memories,
wher he . Jearmed From the lips of his father, Yaakov, about
the Mradtman Family'as prowd claim of descent Ffrom Rabbi Yom

Tav Lidppmar Mellaer, the author of Tosafob Yem Tew,

aittantitends

I Jodred my Ffather later o Foro Jumeh arnd met with oo
mewfootnd eounsgdme whome aordpginal wame was L.edermarn, their
mebher was a Kredtmare.  He btold us that hils mobbes had &
"hbay yuhsin', e chart of the Family penealopy, but fleeing
Fraam the Nagis, she buvied it somewheee i Ardwerp aed 16 ds
ricw lewmt, At bthat time I bad boeon acdmitted bto the rabbhimic
sechool of Hebrew Undorm Qollege - Jewdleh Inabibtute of Religldom
armd 1 wan making plars Foorro my Fuabture carees as a rabbd. I
Bererame curdcus about owr preat amcestor ard his place in
Jeawish Mistary. My father wheo had daught Mishaab and Codes

at The Jewleh Theologioal Semivavy and at the sywagogues he

al

K
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meneverd as rabbd owas Famdliar dv the maivn with Rabbi Yom Tov

This

Lippmarn MHeller?'s magiesterial commertary on bthe N
ireddent plgued my eouwedosity abouwt Rabbi Yom Tov Lippoarn
Heller amd his Life and I determined ab that time, that when
the oppeabumity arose bo do omy serdor themin, § would seek to
learw about Rabbd Yom Tov Lippmarn Heller and wedte aboud hie

achlievemerts el acoamnpl ishments.,

I am pgrateful o the faculty of the Hebrew Urvidowm
ol lege - Jowlsh Institute of Religion and most particalacly
Di~e Martin Coher, Professor of History for having pevmitbed
me to welte my sewvior bhesis o, The Life anmd Times of Rabbod

Yera Tew Lodppman Hel ler.,

This thesis s divided intoe these Ffollowing chaptevs.

The Fivet chapbter dis a general overview of the 1ife of Rabbi
Yo Tev Ldppmarm MHeller and his major achievemarta. In the
mecordd chapbter, [ examined Rabbi Yoem Tov Lippmar Hellewr's
approach o hie oommentardes and bo Jewish Bduaeatdom. T weeh
im this chapter bo desoribe moee Glosely the goals and
chijectives of his commerntary on bthe Mishnah.,  Tn this
cosgaentary Rabbd Yom Tov Lippmarn Heller demonstrates his wide
varpge of dnterenta, among then bedmyg philolany, dhaoloapy and
history and ratuwral selenoe. v this seccond chapten- 1
describe another major weerl aof Rabbi Yem Teov Ldppmar Hellavr,
his oommentary o bhe Rosh, Rabbelvn Asher bem Yichiel, arnd

ite place in the history and development of bhalacha. At the

L]
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el uslorn of that chapbter, special emphasis Lo placed om
Rabbi Yom Tov Lippman Mellevts effords to popularize Jewiliah
eoucatdaw andd make some of d1ts bamio texts accoessible to bhe
crdivary marn &nd womer. Iv bthe thivd chapter we see Rabbi
Yeun Teov Lidppman Meller an a vabbl comoerned with the witualas
arel esommcluet of the worshl ppers iﬁ the synagogue. Bome of his
mekeworthy piyyubim ave descoribed as well as the special
meditatiors Ffooro bhe prepavation For prayer. v bthis ohapber,
Rabbi Yom Tov Lippmarn Heller is desoeibed ivn his role am &
religiows phidlosopher, theolopgian and Kabbalist. In the
Fourth chapber T examing the main higstoarical work of Rabbi
Yam Tov Lippman Mellew, his actoblogeaphy nows as Meolllab
Eivah. I thie chapber, I swasarize this esxbremnely Loportant
wenrke avel coramevt con dbe Mlstordeal baokprownsed. ALL
trarmmlatlong dn bhis thesis are mirne. Ire the Fifth chapter,
I present my perscomal appreciation of Rabbi Yom Tov Lippman
Heller as ore of the preat rabbis of his age and possibly of
apgen bto come. To ome Rabbelva Yom Tov de the exemplae of the
"eomplete” wabbil, Theredw § cordrast the evaluatior of of

Rabbii Yo Tov Lippman Heller by Heilmdoeh Graets, inm his

2ades with that of Hayim

Hemtttmio

Mimbory af the Jowis

sk AT TR &

Toharvewits, by his Hisbowy of dhe Deodaeoca, Moo as
] L .4 HeA M

il aamniamatmsdhniani sttt Sl oo

"ol eded Halomebodn" .

DORAMIR Y uu CrARD AR ...‘ etaisanseedirenyart
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I wish to acknowledpge with profound gratdbude my thesdis
advisar, Dr. Martin m&hww whar has been bto me ot omly &
teacher arc guide but a weaorm avdd lovivg friemd. e Coben
has helped me b omy studies at the Collepge amd guided me
Loware the poals which I hope to achieve in the vabbimata.
He has belped to sastain me dvn some diFFiould momerntes I
emcaunrt ered durdng this year. D Cohew has operned for me
mew vistas of wedersbtanding owr Jewish people and has shown
mea how exclting Jewlieh scholavehip can be. To him T willl

forever be pgratefal.

I alwe ackrnowledpe the help of my dear father who pgave me
urmb imbingly of his vast ecwledge of vabbinio literatuare and

Jewish 1life, to whom I dedicate this thewsis.

vl of boebh of these great men D opeorcoanoe the blessing

wher oo beholde peraecons ddetingeleshed v the stady of Torah.
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Blewmaed ile Adomad oy Bod, Ruler of the widverse who shares

the Divive Wisdom with those who revere the Divinme.

May bhe wiastdom of these btwe teachers eover sustalr me in the

path I have chosern.




Chapter I

I am priviledged to be a descendent of R. Yom Tov
Lippman Heller (R. YTLH), known popularly by the title of his
commevitary Togafot Yem Toeve In undertaking this thesis I
invoke the words of R. YTLH in his introduction to Megillat
Elvah.

f\\_Z)L\’\:% \?H\m%;s DAc, £ \c_ﬁm =Y

?\% \‘\\)\CJQWEQND l}l\l (%;QTD? \g q)\}\\‘f\‘ 225

9ﬂny preciocus reader who may be in troublesome straits, may

this merit him to be saved from any such troubles”.

R. YTLH was considered ome of the giants of rabbinie
learning in the Seventeenth Cenbtury. His contributions to
rabbinic learning and education were joined to an active
splirit, uncomprimiding in his integrity and falthful to his
perople, avenn at the paril of his own life. He was a model of
the true Rabbi. R. YTLH was one mflthu preat rabbis of his
pevieration and possibly for gererations after, nevertheless
he was persecuted and even betvayed by his own people. R.
YTLH in his autobicgraphy, Mepillat Eivab, reflects the
perilous life that he led where he was nearly put to death,

yat withal he emnerped triumphant in his faith.

Rabbeivu YTLH was borr dn 1579 in Wallerstelin, Bavaria.

\




His father, R. Nathar the Halevi, died at the age of eighteen
before R, YTLH was borr. He was raised by his paternal
grandfather R, Moses Wallerstein who was considered the chief
rabbi of all Germany at that time, He studied ivy the Yeshiva
af R. Jacab Ginsburg in Friadburn; R. YTLH was sponsored and
supported at this yeshiva by his wealthy futurn‘
father~in-law, Aharon Ashkenazi of Prague. This wealthy man
saw that R. YTLH was the mowt pifted student there and he
arvanged for his dauphter to marvy him. A legend is told
about the couple, that their marriage did not pgo too well,

R. YTLH was short, sorawny and homely looking, but his wife
wase a true beauty, This rich girl locked with disdain upon
YTLH and wanted to separate from him, But YTLH went to his
father«in-law and said, "give me a half of an hour with your
daughter so that [ may save this marriage”. 8o the couple
sat down together and R. YTLH explained to his wife that when
they were both in heaven waiting in line for the allotment of
their physical characteristics and obther attributes, he was
destined Yo receive the best of physical characteristicos.

But his wife was rnot sc destined, on the contrary she was to

be homely and short ard pale. 80 R, YTLH saild, "I need not

" such Fine physical characteriestios, I'm a man. For you as a

woman it is more important to possess beauwty. 8So ! let you
have my place in the line", said R, YTLH. After R. YTLH told
her this story his wife said in disbelief, "this can vnot be
trus". R. YTLH took her cover ta the mirrer and said, let us

face this mirror and see what our destiny would have bepern.




There iv the mivroer Yom Tov loocked tall and harndsone and his

wife was haomely and drawn. It was at that momert the hig
wife fell in love with him ardd they remaived married, (1)
Thia wife that is spoken about ivn this legend bore him ore
daughter, Rachel. After his first wife's death R. YTLH
married a womeri by the name of Rachel. Rachel bore him five
song. Their names were Shmueel, Abrahkam, Mosewn, Levi, and
Yehudah Lev. R. YTLH's son Shnuel wrote a supplemnent toe his
father's Megillat Eivah. Rachel also bore him four
daughters, their names werae: Nisal, Raisel, Rebbeca, and
1Dmvrinh. Rebbeca died when she was yourg. Dovrish narrvied
Shmuel the son of Yaacov Bat Sheva of Treunberg, known as
Jacob Basch. (&) Jacob Basch would later come to the aid of

R. YTLH iv hia distress.

After R, YTLH completed his studies in Friedburpg he went
to study in the Yeshiva of Prague which was presided over by
R. Judah Loew the son of Bezalel known as the Maharal of
Prague. The Maharal of Prague was knowr in legerd as the
Ffashiorner of the Golam who saved the Jewish community from a
' great catastrophe. R. YTLH also studied with R. Ephraim
Lunchita who was the ab bet din and chief rabbl of Prapue.
Nevertheless R. YTLH cormidered the Maharal his main teacher
and mentor and he muwtiaw-.him time awmd agaiwn in his

commentaries.

There is a lepend told, that my father heard from his




father. Whern R. YTLH was & young lad in the yeshiva of the

Maharal, the Maharal asked the students why the Mishnah is
studied in commemoration of the death of a fellow Jew. A
fellow student by the name-of Raphael, who later on betrayed
R. YRLH said that the letters in m;ﬁhnﬂg also spell nishamah,
soul. The Maharal sugygested that there is a more profound
meaning and turned tao Yom Tove R. YTLH saild, the mignm@n is

the foundation of the Pharasaic teachings ard basic to these

teachings is the concept of F”J\RHD‘J\“fo\ ’
resurrection. The Saducees denied resurrection. Hence we
read the Mishvah at the time of yahrzeit or shiva  as an
affirmation of resurrection. The Maharal kissed R, YTLH on
hiw forehead arnd predicted that he would be a great rabbi in
time to come. From then on came the ermity between Raphael

and R. YTLH. (3)

At the age of aighteen he was appointed a dayvan in
Prague. (4) He served in that office Ffor twenty eight years.
It was during this period that he wrote his major
commentaries on the Mishnah and on Rabbeiru fAsher ben
Yachiel, known as the Rash. In the year 1685, R. YTLH was
elected rabbi of Nickelsburg, Moravia., In the fololowing
year he was elected rabbi and ab bet din in Vienmma. In
Vierma he served with great distinction and hover as chief

rabbi having many ardent followers, In Vienwa he

damorstrated his great skill as a community leader. It was a

period where the Jews lived scattered in variocous houpes that
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did not belong to them. Thay were at the mercy of the
burghurs and the lavdlords whe at their pleasure and
convenience would expell the Jews from their homes. R. YTLH
wory from King Ferdinand IX for the Jews a parcel of lard on
the other side of the Danube which was later known as
Leopaldstadt. (5) It was in this guarter that the Jews were
able to build their cwn homes antd synagogues. This Jewiash
gquarter was cormected with the main elity by a small draw
bridpe. R. YTLH also won from King Ferdiwand II the right of
the Jew to go about without identifying badges. He worn the
right for them to have their own trade centers . All in all

the Jew was pranted a certaiv degree of auteriomy. HKing

‘Ferdinand I! was on the whole favorahly disposed towards the

Jew, but by pressure of the Qatholic clergy he reluctantly
consented to oblipate the Jewsn, at least twe hundred of them
to listen to sermons giver by Christian missioraries on
Baturday mornings. (6) Though R. YTLH had gaived prestipe avnd
honer in Vierma, reverthless he sought to return to Prague
the eity where he spent his youth and where he would be in

the compary of preat scholars. When the Maharal of Prague

‘died, R. YTLH was invited to returrn to Prague as chief rabbi

and ab bet din. As reflected in his autobiography, Megillat
Eivah, the leaders of the Viermma Jewish community pleaded
with him to stay, and were willing to raise his salary two

fold.,. But R. YTLH returrmed, to Prague to be cheif rabbi and

veamt vewshiva.




This was the pevicd known in history as the Thirty Years
War, which lasted from 1618 ~ 1648, It began as & civil war
between Protestants and Roman Cathalics in the German
States. It became a gereral struggle for tervitory and
political power. The main cause of the war was an old rooted
hestility between the BGerman Protestarts and the German
Cathelics. In 1608 the Protestants organized the Evangelical
Uniaon and the Cathalics fourded the Holy Lesague. The oivil
war begarn in Bohemia and spread throughout the countries of
Westerr BEurope. The Bohemian Protestants removed the
Catholic King Ferdinand from the throne and chose the
Protestant Frederic, elector of Palatine, in Ferdirand’s
place. In 1680 Ferdinand decisively defeated the Bohemians
in the famous battle of the White Mourtainm. As a
consegquence, Catholocism again became the state religiown. (7)
It was during this period of the battle of the White Mountain
that Ferdinand I stretched ocut his protecting hand to the
Jewish community which had beern in & perilous predicament

fraom baoath the Protesteant and Catholic zealots.

The fourteerth day of Heshvan, in the year 1620, this
day was mwnmidarwd by the Jews of Prague a day of special
salvation from the hards of their eremies. The rabbis of the
commurity ovdained the day to be a fast day as & rememberance
of God's mercy and that evening to be a time of

rejoicing. (8) To use the words of the

decree, \J\*Q\UQ DO, LY Z\g‘é,J .




R. YTLH was alsec a gifted payban amd he composed special
glichet, poetic lamentations, for that ocpcassion. In these
glichat are reflated the history of the pericd. There is an
irtroduction before these slichot of R. YTLH probably written
by a successor rabbi irn the community, which contains the
histerical backpgrouwd of thm-g&@gﬂm& writtenw by R, YTLH.
This is am importarnt histerical documert which was publ ished
by A. M. Habevmanm for the first time iw the anthology
kggnxgg Yo Tav. The document states:
pedd PU A MOa XD ne eonilel (/mmﬁlo _
NI e "\Q;;\u:\\ '3 e al D €DpD
G\;:&_‘_Q ‘*(f’)\ms e . 216 e \"\\25)@\ D i"& \et D) S\ '
\A“'?o‘(: Aain o ey NP Q\%@‘_,_\_\lgé;‘) MWD D
‘N‘ DA “""\‘b 2. TADL, NONN ’3\\"\’")’{;3 9‘%.‘3@\ A\
DN "\\(_mx WX b_w@,k)h ‘)?N Sede i "‘\@‘”’3 O\ ON
”55.)}3 Ve L e~ ‘)OS ;B ::ﬁ’ D“:QQ g ;
\g‘“\o.’?\‘\ DMONLEDD.I00, *\T\l\) m“) D \U‘\\{: DD
e, \ned e el m,;;_& ‘"*5“&‘) ‘\3‘-\;\1”’3 NG D
D ws\m DAeRD AT DO
2 NG \Ms’"\s om0 DT D, e ToJatl CaanS
TSN \&fgh’s WAL SN A PN 1) ot
M‘\‘m DGO MR SO Vs eloRd v ElsD \“3\*\
Y S 3\3@ G ool ererSe, f”_vca\\ £
POILNN &*“\‘y “\"’v\m e O R Y S )d"\\c, 5{’\\(\ Wi
QYH I 3D \“(\\“W\ ““)on\\w W\ GN aleTiniili WO/ 1y |
Pal AT xw;&;a,mm) ;:gggg,«W @&"\\\:5 "\'\\’“”‘3 VANV \R.x :




AN ek LN f%&@_ség_.b@\\u €D e A\ %(’MX'
e TS oS A S vewy DT LotaCn \@\”\"\
\'\‘\/’\W\:)“‘)\ Y MIOSVAIN . AN a\b\(\v&%\gﬁg@ ST o T 1)
\/Nb ﬂ\yf\%}@,,},ﬁ ;&g N\u Do \\Q Do x\c [ Y WIS IS

T ORINED NP S £ TR \%\'\U\@;@
YOt N B LID O Q‘\\ r\\b\ \'\\\u 23 ”\Q“‘“\"}
QB S SO “\‘“‘*@.7)\;3 ¢ m\\ \Q’M@_ﬁ“
T :\\\\a\ S\D N \\m\ AR Dew I

m_,_é/\ "\\‘L'\“‘\{\\ ':\*\sx NP D M eND . e\\m
S AT COICANORTIO R N A A WY b @h\ui

DD o QW D Dl ‘%éD;PS ﬂ 12 M8 QMNP ID
TOMN AN ) \Q\“\‘\ S AL ATIDSOCEA L AOL ’\{%“@‘&
TONR NN c‘x\m e, SORMD END QJQ\SQ DR
NG VBRI NN e NOS \o,\g, SARADINTY ™D xx’a S TD)
2o M N v RO gm@, AN SN I ?\Mgebﬁ
gﬁssjmgx Do fg@S\\cg\\ NAD MRV B R Con

| ' W’f«m e \\@%3 "'\w,\’\r\@?frx

e\~ S

\\'\'19? He.d “\*\;:3 \\@,ﬁ ;&‘ N YD

,.\qy, R o, ;&mﬁg\ 5;9&5 S *%"‘%m;) LAD£a) W AOs

A ’> e4 \\\mms\\ e\ v S &“\\Lﬁ\ <=~m\\ Ao LG

o208 MWOWNG N NG AID @y Mo waSea LS e,
"&‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁ A D ﬂ‘?: \\‘“’*ﬁ . £ NS ?'g’xeé_
11BN ~eeThANY DG A p N DL QRN \\\;:s\ s 368
SN ‘\m?\ "’5}5\ \\:w; \‘r:\w\’\\"\g ALY, \mq\\ §ﬁ A,

D Mo '\o,\*\\% AN Nz \? D SR ¥

‘"\m Wy \'@5%;\ \Qg’ DADRLLEACD B 2 ‘)\i D K




wﬁ"@'m MY oy <,M> g)&,\g_ﬁ\( . .."\?\“&M nen € Vet

@\\ FCVSIPRSN: SENE £ v\~ TR D NG

\\\‘"\Dk e\ \\Q.,Y‘s Qu\"\q f“m.;{; "\—%'\f'\\d\
() ' \«-SD\ )\“ o Y\\\LSQ.DQ

"The slichot which are recited in the community of Prague on

" “the 14th day of Heshvan were composed by the Gaor, the ab bet

cgdin and the head master of the Yeshiva, he is the author of
Tomafot Yom Tov. His name is known throughout the Jewish
community, the great BGacn, the master R. Yom Tov who is known
as Lippman, may BGod watch over him and bless him. He (R.
YTLH) wrote as an introaduction (to the slichot) this
historical backgrourmd: And it was in the days of Matthias
the Roman Emperor who ruled over Germany, Hunpgary and Bohemia
in the year 5378, he journayed from the place of the throne
in the capital city of Prague ta the city of Vierma. Then
there arosne some officers of Bohemia and they made a
conspiracy and they antarad'thn'fmrtrnug in Prague where
there dwelt the chief princes of the emperor. And they toaok
from them thréa mer; and threw them ocut the window into the
valley and they shat them with arrrows but they managed to
escape. (10) And when they (these rebellicus officers) saw
that they lost faver in the eyes of their king, (Empevror)
they then placed upon themselves officers and subalterns and
gathered unto themselves a big army and then the Emperor also
pathered am army and there was a great battle betweer them.
In the year 39379 Emperor Matthias died and Ferdinand the son

of the uncle of Matthias, Duke Karlas, who already during the
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lifetime (of Matthias) was arrmoivted King by the peoaple of
Bohemia and Hungary soe that he would rule over them upor the
death of Emperor Matthias., As it turred out they rebelled
and they crowned for thempelves a King, Frederic of Paltsz
Grab, one of the Dukes of the capital and they erowned him in
Prague in the month of Heshvan, 5380, him, his wife who is
the daughter of the King of England, avnd he babttled with
Empercor Ferdirand. The troops of the Emperor pursaed him and
his army until orn the sixth day of the week,; the tenth of
Heshvarn 9381 the entirve city was full of commotiors saying
that the army of the emperor is coming &iosa to Prague and is
only a mile away. And o the firet day, the twel fth day of
Heshvan when merning rose they joined in battle and many of
the Jews were forced to bulld mounds and dykes that are known
as shanseen. And the battle reached a climax at the White
Mountain (which is in Ffront of Prague) urntil) the time of
Minhah. The force aof the Enperor prevalled anmd they killed
many af the people of Bohemia, about 10,000, the rest escaped
to the mountain by way of the Mount of Orchards that
surrounded the city and they pursued them until the gate.
That wight the soldiers could not sleep arnd were restless and
they were afraid to remairn in the fortress, They went to the
old ¢ity, that im the entive army with the kirg and the
queen, whoe the rebellicus people had crowned. That night the
army of the Emperor entered the fortress., And alwo the small
place made peace with them. On the second day of the week,

the thirteenth day of Heshvan early in the morning, Fredereic
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and his wife escaped for their lives and they fled from the
land and that entire day and the day after, the third day of
the week, the fourteenth day of Heshvarn, the pecple of the
old place with whom we dwell and also the new place did not
make peace. We were in great trouble until irvn the evewning
wher they called for peace. God granted us favor and grace
before the officers of the army and the appaointed guards in
our streets. Thus the Emperor established. May God
recompernse him for all of his good directing all the officers
of his army net to touch any Jew elither physically or hisg
property, but should wateh over them carefully. Homes full
of much substarce were booty for the army the ertive morth
but the Jews were not touched. Therefore because of all that
is weitternn in the letter, the sapes of Prague, their leaders
affirmed with the agﬁeemwwt of the ah bet din, the Bacn R.
Isaiah 8'gl,, who had travelled to the haly land, to make the
fourteerth day of Heshvan a day of memorial to remember the
miracle of the Holy One. To remember this in prayer awnd
thanksgiving and to make pessible the rarsoning of captives
arnd to observe fasting wntil high Mivhah all those who have
begun to fast, marn and woman alike, because womern were also
in this miracle. At evening Minhah we shall rise from cur
fasting and we will rejeoipe in Bod's salvatior because Me
helped us by His pracicousness. 8o may He help us and never
abandon us ferever. Bmer Amern.

It is to be noeted that ivw the wording of this introduction,

there are many elements of the style of Menillat Esther.
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In R YTLH's piyyutin he notes the begivming of the

" Thirty Years War, (1618). .44

AV N’)&)\ ~ D \\&"33»\5 \%&ﬁ\gﬁifﬁ N
(11) 33(\ W DONNC ‘YS;} &\"3 QS\%(\\\\ "\@;)\"1?'“)

"The earth trembled from the scounds of the clashing of Rnight
ard warrior in the days of Emperor Matthias, for there was
riot solace nor peace, "

In the sane slicha he refers to the rebellicus Duke, Fraderico

af Palatine who was orownad by the Protestants as Ring in

place of Ferdinand.,

A AR T R \“?\\ﬁCJ\gMMAD&
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"The arown of the kRingdom was placed like a diadem ¢ his
head arnd armcointed him as King saying he will comfort us.
The ernemies of the Jews in thaeir devicusness conspired to
swallow us alive. O' Lovd you did wot abandon me and place
me in thier hands to destroy me and expell me.”

Ivn this same mlicha, R. YTLH refers to the Prague

defernestraticon.
(12) \\\\.:3%’ Caty N Soaey AGw o \\&73’3 N D

"Through the window they threw out those who sat in judpement

in arder to strenpthen justice'.

Irn ancother slicha R. YTLH refers to the victory of the White

Mountain.
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" the mourntains they fled and they sald, " let us flee
from the sword of your aoppressor',. Emperor Ferdinand
comguered the city. This is your porticrr and this i8 your

lab. "

R. YTLH identifies the date arnd the month of the Jewish

galvation.
)\‘kg SV Ne6 M. (:\»b f\"\‘? e, j\\@.l?)
(14) CAYA DN DD \/l'\\k’b)\g o IDY A

"In the year (85)381, the month of Bacl (Heshvar) on the

fourteenth day in the the evening we found redemption and
salvation”.

Re YTLH decreed that these piyvyubtim be raecited in the
synagogues of Prague. R. YTLH'® introductiorn and these
piyyutim are an importart souree for the wnderstanding of the

Jewish predicament during the Thirty Years War.

These difficult years of the Thirty Years War caused

King Ferdivnand 11 pgreat ecormomie troublesr: the wars had
depleted his treasury. He turrned to the Jewlish community who
were under hias protection for special taxes to replenish his
treasury. He placed upon the Jewish community in Prague and
its environg 40,000 floren to be paid armually. R, YTLH was
then appointed the head of the commiseien for the allocation
of taxes. (18) He was compelled by virtue of beinpg the leader
of the community of Prague to accept this office. Here his

troeubles bepar. The Jewish community at this time was filled
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with a number of contentious parties. One group of
malocontents accused R. YTLH for favoring the rich to the
detrinent of the poor in allegating taxes. This acousaticow
was ironic in that R, YTLH was one who embodied a sense of
integrity and gave his substarce to the poor. It is told
that upen his death in Cracow he did rnot leave erncugh morney
to pay for hie shrouds. (168) This acousation was just a
subterfuge. Their real desire was bto depose R, YTLH. 8Sao
they added on the accusation that i his commertaries he
showed contempt foer the state and the Emperor and affronted
Chrigtianity. This latter accusatior became a sericus
afferse. Little did these betrayers realize that these
accusations of the Rabbi would be placing the entire Jewish
commanity at peril. R. YTLH was arrested and placed in
chainsg, and breught te Vierma, the seat of King Ferdinand
I, Q17D R, YTLH was braought te trial on the fifth day of
Tammuz in 1629, This day he declared a fast day amd a day of
remeberance for all his descendents. R. YTLH was gqueasticoned
by a commission of Catholie cleries about his putative insult
to Christianity in his wreitings., This setting demormtrated
the gravity of the situaticn., Among the acccusations was

that his use of ﬁ§§$§ VY6 N, which was one of the

dual commerdaries on the Rosh (Rabbeiru Asher ber Yichiel),

showed contenpt For the king and hisg other

commert ary ‘S\<%\\AV\ QBTS;, was an indirect offense
to Christianity poking fur &t the hast, (18) R, YTLH was alsa

questioned why he chose to venerate the Talmud, and
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recaommernded it to his people, whern the Pope had decoreed that
the Talmud should be burned. R. YTLH parried these guesticns
skillfully, pointing out that the Talmud is the hral Law of
the Jew and is the authoritative writing for the Jew and that
it inm ne way diveets iteelf to Christians. The pentiles
mentioned irn the Talmud are the pagan and idol wershippers of
the pre-Christian era. Withal his trying, Rabbeinu YTLH was

cordenmned to be executed.

It took a great deal of persuasion and pressure from the
shtadlanimn, the intercessors, most particularly from his
friend and his daupghter Dovrish'es father—in-law, Jacob Basch
af Treunberg to suspend his sevnterce. A heavy fine was
placed upon R. YTLH which was later reduced. His books were

to be destroyed, but that decree was later reduced to just

. remaving offensive passages. But ome pundshmernt could not be

charnged, which R. YTLH corsidered as most cruel and that was

" that he could v lenger hald the peost of Rabbi in Bohemia,

Moravia and Auabtria.

It rieeds to be noted here that King Ferdinand Il was
favorably disposed to the Jews and protected them im moments
of great crisis but the accusatiors apgaivst R. YTLH were so
grave that the King had no other recourse but to deal with
them in a serious way. If this had been with ancother King,
ivi a different time, the erntire Jewish community would have

beew in peril.
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With pgreat sadress R, YTLH left Prague arnd left the
entire Bermarn emplre and wardered off ta Poelanmd. His first
pogsition in Poland was in Nemirav, a city that suffered so
much a few years latery, in the Chmielnitsky popgroms and for
which he wrote special kivgebt. From Nemirov he went on toe the
rabbirnate in Ludmir which is in the provence of Volhiwmia
bordering with Poland. Thern R. YTLH was elected to the
rabbinate in the pgreat city of Cracow in Poland on the
Vistula River in 1843. Cracow was considered one of the
great Jewish centers in Peland, the Ukraine and Voelhinia. R.
YTLH considered this as Bod's reconperse to him for all of
his sorrows and he set the date the first day of Adar, the
gsaecoend day of Raosh Chodesh as a day of rejoicing for all his
descerderts. In Cracow he again assumed the leadership of
his commurity and he was one of the representatives arnd
leaders in the Courneil of the Four Lands and the Lithuanian
Couril, which was an offshoot of the Vaad (Council of the
Fer Lande). Here apain he caused aoppornervts because of his

uncanpyronising integrity.

It was the unforturmate custom in those days that the
rabbivate was bought by rich fathers for their sons or
sorgs—irm~law by bribing the local afficials.

This unfortunate practice ils reflected in R. YTLH's

commertary onm Pirkeld Avet 118, The Mishrnah states:

DN ;\BR A0 i@b? N2
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"Make for yourself a teacher and buy (acquire) for yourself a
companion®.
R. YTLH guotes his teacher the Maharal of Prapgue who noted
that the Mishweh does not
Bay PDS‘N?T\ @? 2 D) s "buy ¢

oy \ ]
acguire) a student, R. YTLH comments:
N6 5 e 5 D etV WD Pieo,
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"It is wot proper to do such a thing., That da Ffor one to

make himself inte a vrabbi and to say to others learrn from me,
as has become the custom iv these landg®.

It is cbvoious from this comment that in the days of the

Mahaval of Prague arnd inm R, YTLH'8 days rnet onmly rabbinic
postes ware on sale but sc were the positions of roshed
yeshivet, the heads of the academy. HStuderts were bought arnd
erralled in the academies with the promime of stipends.

lecal officials were bribed sa that rnew yeshivot were
established for urwaorthy and unqualified head masters coming
fraom rich homes. This caused a depeveration and
demeralization of the Jewish community. Many times some of
the leadirng rabbis irnveighed against this practice but it was
ta no avalil. R, YTLH revived and affivrmed this ban apainet
this practice of buying the rabbirate. (19) The communities
took notice of this ban ard se he acquired rnew eremies who
sought to depose him for the rabbinate of Ludmir. Bub this

time R. YTLH prevalled.
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It was this particular pericd whern the Chmielwnitsky
pogroms took place. One of the cities which was hardest hit
by the Cosmsack barbariars was the city of Nemirav where R.
YTLH had been the rabbi. He was heartbroken, over the
slawghterivng and maming of bthe Jows amd raping of the womer.
He was asked to write special slichob or Ringt For those
slaughtered by the Cossaks ivw Nemivev. At firat R YTLH
refused, saying that this persecution and slaughter was a
repetition of the slauphters that became a part of Jewish
history, He said that the slichot of old should be repeated
for the martdyrs of Nemirov. (20) He claimed it was quite
different then the incidents in Prague where they were saved
by the interventicrn of the king. (£1) He firally heeded their
plea and he wrote a number of glichet for the twentieth day
of Bivanm which commemcrated the terrible slaughter
of S o) DY 1648 and 1649,

- -

Arid s¢ R YTLH lamernts:
eV AN, DLW ERID VADe ) i}jcﬂ, DOV ‘% SN _\‘S\@
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"The kingdeom of Paland where we have sebttled of yore and
lived ivn peace and tramgquility. ...
The year of "het" (1648) and "tgt" (1649), we have much to

lament, we the children of your beloved ores.”

fArnd yet ancther touching slicha on those martyrs
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of BC\ D) f‘\ , wtarts with the
)
wordes . DN -\\ C. Tg:g\(:,

martyrolagy at the conclusion of the pusaf sevvice on Yom

remivicent of the

Kippur.
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"These I remember with aburdance of tears and with bitter

thurnderous ory. Wo unmto me when I remenber twice, there was
nothing evil like thie fram the day we went in exile. "Tay!
"whet" (1648) this year we thought it to be Ged's garden
where every man would go up foar his rightful portion. (24)
"Tay! "Tat" (1649 became a year where blood was spilled but
ot anly that it was a year of the affliction of

O N e

Cholera

It was during this pericd with ite devistatior and
killings that sc many of the Jewlish wanen became
Aguriet (anchovred women —~ those womern whose husband had
disappeared without any evidernce of their death). R. YTLH

took a leading role ivn what is keown in halachie literatuwre

;}&’l’é& 0\ \""3 ‘\”\ , the remedying of the plight of
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the Agumah. He scupght every possible way within the halachah
te release these unfortunate womer from the status of Agurah

and permnit them to remarry. (825)

After the cessaticon of these upheavels many Jews who had
beer baptized by force returned to Judaism and brought with
them children whe had lest their parents and had been brought
up aw Christiars. In order te identify them properly in
terms of their blood relations, so they should not marry
anyorie of ferbidden deorees, identifying tags were placed
arournd their rnecks and woerr into adulthood. In all
probability, R. YTLH took a leading part in this natber, as
he did in the alleviation of the plight of the aguncet at the
syned in Lublin in 16850, (#6) R. YTLH lived out his years in
Cracow with great honor revered by all ard he died om the

v
sixth day of Elul 1654, ’%\J\”\ .

O the tablet, orn the wall of the courtyard of the
synapgogue im Cracow which is known as the syrnagogue of the
Ramah (R. Moses lsserles) there is insoribed a liet of the
rabbis wha served the great community of Cracow and the dates

af their death. (7)) It bepgins with:

)

e O O A Do.N NN \WeeD
arnd ends with: \
R NGRS A R N Seed e

Ameny them is listed:
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As robted before, R. YTLH died vary poor because during
his lifetime he distributed all his all his furmds for the
rneedy antd he did rnot have enough money for his shrouwds. In
the Jewish cemetary of Cracow on hisg moramernt was insoribed

as follows:

AMAN AL SR D Mo INC I 492 Do
(28) DA \“D‘\i;&ﬁ \Wﬁ’ (ﬁ\\ (\\q; NeDe MO AND
SIS 9\“3\%\0, @»W\ SR N9, \\r Q‘Ba\‘\\m A k
DA £ pine.d €N DD UXD DO DND
‘;) o, S Cip J’i\\@@bﬁ\ /}'\\Dm/r\ﬁig
PRI ‘LYo S T BN OB YA
IR AENATEN '\\c_f DD N <\-~a DTN
MQJ\%"\ M?‘”\f\ AN <\u’)@\o S\")L\:‘b
’{;PQ N\\\ ’\“”‘\D RNODIIDNL - DRD WX
\ 33;:)@},\ z:g\c\ SRR W \ L %\C)E@ =2\
"\\QS’)“\ T\\T{\“\ DNDeD \*\\o NN 1IN
’\;A‘Q.J"S’ Qﬂ’séhﬁ'\} \U\\m"'\ AN
SR 0ARR. A ' v 2O o,
DAY AT

i W)

(29)

"Heve lies buried the great Bachn, cutstanding in his
-1 gevieration, the honored rabbi and master Gersorm Shaul Yem Tov

Lippmars Heller the son of R, Nathanm Hal.evi of blessed
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memory. He fathomed the mighty waters and was the auvthor of
marny books identified as follows "the Boock of the Strugture
of the Temple, Tosefot Yom Tov, o the six corderse of the
Mishrnah, the Delights of the King and Rleasant Bread on the
Rawh, commentary of the Torat Hatat of the Ramah (R, Moses
Isserles). He taught Tovah in many sacred commurnities
notably Vierma and Prague. The end of his days he dwelt in
Poland and he held office in many sacred communities. And
here in Cracow, he went to his heavenly reward or the fourth
day of the week the sixth of the month of Elul, 414,

according to abbreviated caloulation 414 (1654).7

Rabbeiru YTLH was eulogized in a poem by one of the
great habbalists of his generation, R. Moses Zakoot of Italy

among which he said:s
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"ard as pgreat as Bamuel (30) inv the Knowledge of the
calender, he peretrated the window of the sanctuary, all

mysteries and all hidden thirmgs bis heart neditated. There

1/
he reste gquietly in the the year ) ﬂ? L0 (414) and

ot the quiet waters he now rests in peace.
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R. YTLH died ir the mornth of Eiunly, the menth preparatory
to the Days of Awe. The special psalm recited in this

preparatory pericd is psalm 27 begirmivg with the words,
‘et ‘”‘)\\g.,, ':ﬁ\%%’ y "Bod is my light and my

help". It is therefore appropriate to apply ta R, YTLH'®
life the words towards the end of the paalm,
D DE "“‘vi"\_.@ 3N D IND 1D,

"Falwe witresses have risen against me, pecple who breathe

aut lies”, But R, YTLH'® faith was triumphant like the words
at the end of the puaalme "Hope in Bod and be strong, take
courage, hape in God".

May his memory ever be a blessirng.




Chapter 11
Rabbi, Yem Tev Lippmarn Heller as Commerdator and Bducator

R. YTLH as arn educational reformer, followed in the
footesteps of his great teacher and predecesscer as chief Rabbi
af Frague, the Maharal, who was opposed to the method of

Talmudic study which is known as pilpul. The method of

—

pilpul is wher RS2 [ ey , distirctiors are
artificially created anmd related to far fetched isgues. This
method was introeduced into Poland by R. 8hakna and brought to
ite perfecticn by R. Jacob Pellak, origivnally of Prague and
subsequently rabbi in Cracow. (31) R, YTLH was opposed not
omly te this type of pilpul but to the wumatural curricalum
whereby the student at a very early apge was introduced to the
study of the femara and then learned the Rible in a
disorganized fashilor. R, YTLH irpisted on an orderly and
riatural curriculum, fFirst the study of the Bible in ites
entivety arnd ther the Mishrnah in its entivety and cnly after

the completicrm of these two one may enter intoe the study of

the Gemara. (32)

In his own studies and irn his writings he followed this

orderly curriculum. R, YTLH's Firet book was krnown

as N E25) wﬂ'?/%? y the structure of the Barnctuary,

where he explained the architectuwre of the Barctuary am
envisiorned by the prophet Exekiel. Then in his early

thirties he turrned to an intensive study of the Mishrah, and

ak




wrate the moast famous of his welbtingms, the commertdary owm the
Mishnah, Tosafot Yeom Tov. Thiws was completed and published
wher he was thirty eight years old. Around the time he
completed the writing of Toesafob Yo Tov he tuwrned bte hia

comment aries cn Rabbeiri Asher ber Yechiel {(Rash) on the

Talmud, tractatest

VAL, N2, {////72, D J/:)/;?’, N[22

These commentarien in no way reflected R, YTLH'e deosire T
reéturn to the unfortunate mental gymnastics that had been

introduced in the yeshivet., To these commevtaries he gave

the rame :/5//] _/d{ 3
ard V4/9%%O§ /0/3/”5. e we saw the rames of these

two cammertaries were ochanged becauvse of the acousations

directed agaimgt R. YTLLH, The titles were changed to

)6 PS TAY

=
and AT+ 28 . R YTLH's commertary to
the Resh on /Q?ij : was

ramed LND 727 /éA%zpt/jéD .  The reascrn for the
niame LND 2/ /gAgb/C%D> is that the Amerah, Bhmuel,
wha was the expert irn the laws of /eafij was
referred to in the Talmud as /]2 /770 ﬁ’ﬁ@ LD . (33)

The best kriown of all the writimges of R, YTLH is his

commantary orn the Mishnah, Tosafot Yer Tov. This commentary

became classic for Mishrveh studies. Bubt studernts who fournd
Tasafot Yom Tav too levgthy, cumbersome and invelved, &

asummary wais published known
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Y E/Kﬂ /" \/7/@57/;/) 75'7 r «  This sumnary
was writtern by ?#% (ZZ DY) /%3 é%lgiV R2.7) 4 & seventh

generation descendant of the Mabaral of Prague. The reason

why this commentary was oal led Tesalfot Yeom Toy was because
R.YTLH laocked uporn this commentary a8 belnpg analogous te the
Tomafot of the Talmud. The Talmudic JToesafeob ie an analysis
of the commentary by Rashi, & oritique of Ramhi’s appraach
arid a rescluticn of conflicts based om a comparison of
pourecen, For R. YTLH the commertary of R, Obadiah of
Bartinore orn the Mishnah is for him the Rashi. (34) However
R. YTLH poes way beycrnd baeing a super-commertary on R,
Obadiah., R. YTLH'® commertary is a cloge examinatiorn of the
text where he brivgs to bear his preat krowledge of grammar
arnd philoloegy, mathematics and sciemtific observation. From
time to time inm his analysis of the Mishnah he qq@bas the
Rambam' s commentary orn the Mishmah with great reverernce. In
ore or twe places where Rambam differs from interpretation of
the Benara, R. YTLH hasters toe his deferse and justifies

him. (35)

R. YTLH demnorstrates a oritical approach to the text of
the Mishnah. For example in Mishrpah Beybtsa S, R. YTLH
examines oritically the text and he finds that the editor of
the Mishnah, R. Yehudah HaNasi, Joidrned twe differernt
mishrayet, then added ov his cown concluding commernt. Henece
uncavering this seeming inner divergenee is one of many

instances where R. YTLH manifesnts his oritical approach to
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the text of the Mishnah.

Im R YTLH's commentary on RBirkeid Avoet, he denconstrates
his wide range of qualities as & commertator. He shows his
qualities as philologist, superb stylist and religicus
philascopher. In the course of one of his comments on a
mishnah in Pirkei Avet, he reflects on oene of the major
prablems in the rabbirnate of his day. The problem was that
students were bribed to attend yeshivot with imcompetent
teachers.

Using his knowledge of phileloegy and hebrew syntax, R.

YTLH avalyzes Mishvah 131 of Pirkei Ovet.

Mishrah aleph states:
222D __pr3hn  J3ATD ]

"rear many studernts”. The word /3/”%%7 y MRava

literally "make stand". R. YTLH was sersitive to the ruances
of the mishrnaic style and notes that this woerd is cut of the
crdinary and must mean somnething other than the simple
"raising up of many studerts”. Aecovrding to R YTLH the word
"whand” in the context of rabbinic literatuwre, meaves,
"guppert with the truth of the Torah" so that many students
will follew you. Falsehood, "gheker!” does rnot have the
capacity to sustain ("make stand”), the studerts in their
study and will brirng about the ultimate collapse of that
schanl with which these studernts are assoglated. This is a
reflecticn of R. YTLH'e appeosition to a practice in his day

by mome rabbie and prgsheil veshiveob who lured students to




Y

their schools with bribes., At btimes they themselves were rot
gualified to bteach btheir students the trubhe of the Torah.
R. YTLH Jaoirned his great teacher the Maharal of Frague and
apoke aout irn protest apairet the practice of bribing studernts

wherr the teacher is rnot gualified to teach them. (36)

R. YTLH loaacked upor Torah as & dynamic ongeing process,
herice the study and the cultivaticn of it are wnever ending.
Learviing must therefore be a cormtirnuwcous procgess of the life
of the picus Jew.

Im Pirked Avet 1:#, R. YTLH takes issue with Rartiroro
iv his trarelabtiorn of the werd Torah, which il joined in this
mishrah with the words "avedab and tnemnilut hasadim". Apgain
mernsitive to style, synmtax and comtext, R. YTLH views
Rartimoro'a trarslation of "Torah" as being & circumseribed
erntiby, therefore rot parallel withA@xggan which is & daily
procedure and gemilut hasadim which s an ongoling daily
mits « Hermee R. YTLH translated the word "Torah" rnot as a
eirumscoribed, static entity but as an conpoling process of
learning. The ongoing process of Torah dis a daily mitavah.
Re YTLH dirvokes i his commerbary on this gishnah, the wordss

N PNl e L/

"arid you should meditate on it day and rmight”.

Hereirn we see R. YTLH's dedicaticon te the teaching of Torah
as a major part of his rabbimate. Both in Brague and in
Cracow, R, YTLH irgisted corn serving in the dual furetions of

chief rabbi and rosh yeshiva. In his Menillat Eivah, he
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pedints out that his home was practically av extewsicr of hig

yveshivia.

Sevsitive bto style and conmtext, R, YTLH feels impelled
to launch a major oriticism of his predecessors the Bartinorea
arcd the Rambam, I Miw avalysis of the corntext of the
Mighriah he salves a major theologically perplexing problem iwn
the Mishrnah. This particular mishwabh in Pirked Avot 1:3 has
bacome on of the prime examples of R. YTLH's extracordinary

insight inta the rabbinieo mind, The Mishrah states:

2238 % ‘/%/W lra _tofo O 0/18°L /e
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"Artigonus of Soechoe sald: "Doe wot be like servants who serve
their master expecting to receive a reward, be rather like
marvants who serve their master unmconditicrmally with rne
thought of reward”"".

Re YTLH takes stromg iszsue with R, Bartiroro and other
commentators of the Mishrnah who state that Antigernus misled
his students by this proverb and hence caused wwittingly the
heresies of Zadok and RBosthus, and accerding bo Rambamn, the
latter day Karailtes. These commentators accoording toe R, YTLH
gay that Artigenous wwitbtingly rnegated the Pharasaile
dactrinme of reward amd pumishmert., Thus Bartinmoro states in

hies commentary on RBivked fAvat 1211 on the words,

[hng pul pl  [SHf!
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"am & result the name of heavan 1 profaned”. ...
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"These worthless opindcrs will persist, as it happerned with
At igerus of Barhoa wher he taupbt hio students among whomn
were Zadok and Bogthus, "Be rnot like servants who serve their
master Ffor the sake of getting a reward”. They sald is it
possible fer a worker to work all day and in the everiwnp he
does not receive his wage. Therewupor they becamse heretios
together with their disciples and they are krowrn as Zadokites

and Boethusians to this very day.”

The Rambam has a similar interpretation of the words of

Artigonus div his compertary on Mishmabl 1123

2Ol 2538 sk PL pi3uly b a5 ponl :a/
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"And this sage had btwoe sbtudents, ore Zadok and the ather
Baethus arnd wher they heard these words (of Ambigonwe of
Baocha), they went forth and sald ere to the other, the master
sald plainly there i ne reward and punishmernt and therefore
theve is no hepe. Thereupor there arose these oureed
heretical sects that in this land, ie. EBgypt, are knowrn as
Karalites armd ocur sages oalled bthem Zadokiten and Boethusgians
and they are the cres wha started to doubt traditicon amd bo
interpret the RBiblical passapesn each one as he sees Fit

without being subject tao the authority of a sage.”

Moreaver said R. YTLH if this be the case that Antigorus
mimled his disciples, how was it that R. Yehudah HMHarasi, the
compiler of the Mighnah iwcluded this gishnab in the canon
which may cause Further herosies,

Bamirng himself on a remark by the Maharal, his teacher, R.
YTLH irmists that the one who serves God out of an
expectaticn of recompense or fear of pulrndshment is without
question & plightecus persern .  But there is yet & higher
level and that is, the service of Bad without the expectation
af reward anmd withaut the fear of purnishment, a service out
of lave of Bod arngd of God's oreation. This is what
Avt i gournus meant.  R. YTLH develops this magnificert concept

i his anvalysis of the lanpuapge of the miphhah, 1:30
/ cd
Inl o/ 3045 JDA Jro
I

The obverses




PR

ZO / P33 =KD [P /6’5/1‘75’

This lanpuage indicates that those who serve God cut of Fear

or reward, are not excluded from the status of a plous |
irdivudual., If exclusion had been the case, the pishnah

wauwld have stated:

002 Sl i fe eon e piaeid tan L |
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"Der' t merve Bod for the purpose of recelving recomperse”.
Thie statemernt is then all incluseive, arnd excludes those wha
serve Bod out of the expectaticon of reward. This ig rnot the

maaning of Artigonos, whoese statement is absolutely in

keeping with the Pharasaic dogtrines of reward arnd
purnishmenrnt.
I thig analysis of the words of Mnbipgonos, R. YTLH uphalds

the doctrine of the Pharisees of reward and punishment and he

rnotew that the disciples of Artigonous who became heretios

did s by their cwn willful misinterpretation of Antigonous.

R. YTLH's commerntary on the Mishrah became one of the most
popular commentaries, ramkinmp next only to Rashi and the
Bartirara. As noted above its importance was sc great in the

Jewish commurnity thabt a summary known i

o </ floﬁ Al 20/ @"7{ s became a part of all the

clapsic editions of the Mishnah.

Was there a purpose beyornd simple explanaticorn to R
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YTLHY m commerbaries on the Mishrnah, and later on the Rosh?
Few arn arswer we have to look closely at R. YTLH's chodoe of

the Rosh for his major work after comeluding his Mishrnah

trammernt ary.
Ir his irdroduction to his ?/fﬁ’ﬁ j'?’fﬁ'
arl \/?/ (97//Vﬁ ’ D=3 e A D 9 D /éj)ﬂ/ of

the Rash, R, YTLH desoribes the twe approaaches to Talmudic
studien after the clowse of the Talmud. The first approach is
that of the Alfasi (the RIF), which is a sumnmary papge by
page of the Talmud elimirating the arpguements, the pive arnd
take of the rabbis arnd some of the agpadic material. The
cther approach was that of the Rambam in his Mishoeh Torah.
There he classified the subjects of the Talmud iv arn orderly
fashicrn according to subject matter and mot by btreatise. R.
YTLH reiterates that im the respomsa of the Rambam, he states

that his irmtention was that the Q/QD/O y  (compendiam,

wat not to stand alone but was te be joined with the Rif.
Orily ther could the studert o the Rabbi come to a decisior.
The Raomh, Rabbeirnu Asher follaowed the path of the Alfasi s
acdded on materials and studies coming after the Alfasl irn
additior to his cwn olarifications. (37)

Rabbeiru Asher's som, Rabbeirnu Yaakov, derived the decisions
firom hie Father's summary of the Talmud., This evernbtually led
o the compemition of his masslve work knowrn as the Orba
T It im alomp the lires of the Rambam's Mishrneh, Torab,

although it has a differernt structure. R, YTLH held that it
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was the intertion of R Yaaeov in his weiting of the Turim
that it be studied topether with his father's summary of the

Talmud. frnd like with the Rambam aved the Rif, arnly thern comne

to a decisilor, Kf)l)[(;) E)OE .

R. YTLH Ffallows through this line of thoupght and he
applies 1t to R, Yosef Care in his commenbtary on the Turim

amd bthe Bhulhan Aruch. Thus Rabbeinw YTLH wreites in his
/'I‘
irtroduetion to 570 <r3ﬂév arid MW 1923 oy

the Rosh of Brachot:

(b s ol " 1eSart ki fow 2l
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" What results from all this discussion is that there are twao
appraopriate approaches te the study of Talmud., One i iv the
marmer of Rabbeirnu Hakadosh (Judabh HaNasi) iw his composition
af the M$ﬁnmgh, and i exemplified by the twe compendia cre

of the Rambam and the aother of the Twein. The secordd way, is

that «f the Gemara, arnd is exemplified by the RIFf and the

Roah".

Furthermere in his introduction to his commertary on the Rosh
i

af th/ij krcwy am ,4vﬁ25’9/9 /?/&EDJTED .

Re YTLH states uneguiveeally that the way of the Rif and the

Rosh must take precedence and that the Rosh, being later and
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meve inclusive, takes precedence over the Rif.
N ERIE Crro _at] )13/ 222
II.:D o/ ﬁ/“)/(?)/ ,e(mifv n Lion/ gpﬂ
(2 (le  INDPC /m) 4/0"7 “»?ﬁ;/f,.. 8L
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" fArnd as [ have weted, the Rif and the Rosh in their approach
have priority over the Rambam awmd the Tuwrim, so too the Rosh
has prierity over the Rif (because he is later amd more
incluaive), therefcre I have chasen {(to commernt cn) the
Rexmh .

Fer his Talmudice werk R, YTLH chose the secomd way, and like

Rashi owv the Bemara, he chowse ta write a commentary or the

Rash. With his commertary om the Rosh, R, YTLH hoped to help

the student argd the rabbi to derive the @Q,ﬁ’:’? (’Wé).
This derivatiow is more appropriate because it mmm@é directly
from discussicns in the Gemara. In deferse of his commentary
cr the Rosh, R. YTLH says:
P/ felikn: olpol, 1Y Pppo Dl [o sk
o br e toler il DI _olons _ullve
/?)//D /'5/// R ’)//f// /67 2 bre //:9'7 02D AW
WY D 2o /\}: oldw “)ﬂ“)// /o Jo 00p7
mﬂ/ffz?//?)jé Dbl o1 3] o //« el  Popes
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(38)

"Therefore 1 saw it recessary to Fill their vneeds (the
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sobalars) in my present compoesiticn that throupgh it the Jews
will tuwrn be the compositicn of Rabbeirm Asher 2"1 arnd from
it they wil; not depart for in it every thing will be

ful filled both from the aspect of the twe approaches of which
I said this ore (this approach of Rabbeinu Asher) is more
apprapriate and from the aspect of the goal for now threuph

this commentary, the law will be krmown in its completeness”.

According ta the Toeherrowits, (39 R, YTLH i in the

category of the f>'?°09’7ﬁ’ » the "exparndera".
In contrast te the LLAIOAN. .5 the "decisers” (wha

wought to marrow the deridvaticorn of the halacha)., Tohernowits
pedmts out that at Ffiret R, YTLH like his master the Maharal
of Prapue, sought to make the Mishnah the basis for halachic
degisicns. R, YTLH saw that the Mishnah would not be
sufficient evern with hie exterwsive commerntary, to be the
vehicle fFor the deciscrs, Therefore he turned to the Rosh
and with hig externslive commerntaries,

gD 003, Ol s, faoos ellalio

he felt he could swecesd in bringing back the decidsion making

process of the halachah to the cripginal scourece, the

e iiet st LAY

Talmud.,. Toeherrmowitz wernt sa far as to say, that R, YTLH
almest succesded in displacing the p/?/@ N am

the ultimate in the halachic process and replacing  them with

bhis method of the §>/PCbSLV y which R, YTLH felt

wauld be more authoritative and weould be intellectually more

comsintent. R. YTLH did not succoeed and the way of
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9
the '}O //’) ;0@/2"/ particularly through the "Shulhan

eI

Aruch" prevailed. Toehernowits beleives that if R, YTLH had

sucreeded, he would have been the decisor for the moderm

heersashriEiabsH

reretiomeity

pe A e R A A

Aruh alornyg the lines of Tehernowitz?'s formilaticorn In Hones?
eneyclopedia of Teledot Haposekin, his deseripticon of R, YTLH

im net wnder the rubrics of his major commentaries but under

the heading of NDLe/D) 192F  { the ways of decisicn

makivgd. R, YTLH wrote a book om how to derive opiviornsg or
decisicns in difficult halachobs This week i smdill din

manusoript.

YTLH' 8 gramd goal was to help declisors bo retwrn to the
criginal sources for more accurate decisions.  Thouph he did
viet sucoeed, nevertheless he make a lasting impact en the
development of Talmudic studies. It ds interesting to rnote
that Toherrmawltz himself in hisg early years in Odessa
published synopses of scome of the treatises of the Talmud

which pompare faverably with that of the Rash,.
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The master amd teacher of R, YTLH the Maharal of frague
had inculcated iv his diseiples and succesors the importance

of apreading the kRrowledpe of the Mishinagh among the Jewlsh

populace, (40)  The Mishrah with its suceinct style and pure

hebrew compared to the extermive dialectical arguemerts and
the PAramale languapge of the Gemarsa is Ffairly simple, but ite
gimplicity and corciseress presents difficulties. There ia
therafore a rneed for a commertary that woeuld explain the
Mishrayvet arnd swomarise withiv that explanation some of the
arpuemerte of the Benarda. Ivi the days of the Maharal arvcd R,
YTLH there arcose inm the commurnities of Bohemia, Moravia and
Ped armd havies, nishnayed, ciroles foro the astudy of the Mishrnah
that attracted many of the populace to the syrnagopue. One of
Re YTLH' o abjectives im welting his commentary on the Mishrah
was ta emable the averapge Jew who had some yearning for the
sbudy of the Talmud to master through the Mishwah arnd his cwn
cammentary the irntricacies of the Talmud that would ctherwiase
have beer rearly impossible for him. This becanme so popular
as mernticoned before that a summary was published im all major
texts of the Mighrnah. The lnstitubion of the hevra
mishrnayet, which iv vreality is what we would call popular
modern Jewish education has combirvmed orn do this very day in

the Orthodox commurnity and to some extent in the Conservative
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mavemnernt., A modern vevrsion of the hevra mishnayvet might be a

worthwhile additicr to Reform adult Jewish aducat i o

Re YTLH did vt limit himself in his spreading Jewish
krowrnledpe to the men of the commanity (obviowsly the havra
mimhrnayet was limited to mer). A we will see in the rext
chapter R. YTLH trarslated the Orehot Hayim. of the Rosh,
inte yiddish, He alse wrote in the yiddish vervacular Brit -
Melach, the laws of salting and virsing of meat, as a puide
to the women and the crdinary Jew who did not understand

hebrew, on the ocbeervarce of Kashrath.




Chapter II1

Ro..Ygm Tav Lippman Heller-Lituweiet, Relipicus Bhilosopher
A Humard et
Re YTLH' @ comtributicns to symagogue witual can be can
be clagsified in these three categories:
1+ PFreparation for prayver through meditatdonm
ard self examinat o

2. Degorum in the Byrapgopue

......

Ae we car ses From Meadllat Bivah amd from other souwrees, R
YTH's days aws & rabbli were bturbulent ovmes, the harnde of bthe
oppressor lay heavy o the Jewish community, through
taxaticnm, threats of expulsion, disorimivation arnd cutright
physical assaults. Unforbtunately cormrapticorn seeped into the
Jawish community in varicous ways threatening the relipgicus

arel ethical character of the Jew. The sapes warned:

(41) \LLEB“? %_/\\Q‘@ i {»&J\ glc:

Do’ t make youwr prayer routine”. But more ard more prayee
becams routinized, sbtilted and sterile iv R YTLH'we time. R,
YTLH sought to brimg divbo the synopgopue & period set aside
for meditatiorn, Introspection amd examivation of ores
purposes Iv life as a Jew. He looked upeorn meditation and
kavarnah in prayers ag a therapy for the soul., He compared
this bype of bherapy to ﬂmmbmm’m,'gggnﬁmﬁngmﬁgm&, hiie

irvtvoduction to his commentary on Birkeid Avob. Therein the

4o
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Rambiam compared the healing of the soul bta the healing of the
bedy. Ro YTLH quobtes the Rambam:
20D Mo NS 2 D NAOY
Then he comtinues to extrapolate From that o //
St SPAY oeda vibale wle) o)
FOD NN \D e Al NI
(4) M3 N

"Thaerefore we say to make easiaer For bthose whose souls are

gliok aceording to the measuwre of their flawed
characteristios.

Re YTLH poivds out that 1if we are dtoo severe iv our
admorniticrs bthe spiritually sick perecn will tuwrn away from

uEI

R. YTLH ther supgested that the thevapy administered to
the soul should be in the measwre of that which is acceptable
ta a person with a sieck soul. He found dv the Orhet Hayimn of
the Rosh the kind of admewdition amd pusar that would be
appropriate for everyorme and would mot be too oppresive smd
depressive as some pusar literatwre is apt to be.

\L:/\\?M‘ \"A_J\\\QJ Y3\ \\::3\ \)\Qr\\u k,)"s TGN \X
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"Tharefore I learn from my elders, and s I have prepared
material that o appropriate for everyorne, the correct
conduet of an dndividual dnm hie dwelling as he rises up, and
goes Forth, I refer to what was already prepared arnd
caompemeadd by owr teatcher the distinguished rabbi whe has
11luminated the entire diaspora with his compesitions, Rabhbi
Apher, the Ffather of Rabbil Yaaeov, the author of the I%n&m,
may the rightecous be remembered for & blessing, this great
mwage, it i krewn as Orbob Hayim, comtaining admondticons For
ethical cornduct”.

R, YTLHM furthermore nobed that in owr prayers we recite the

Yindal, which is based upern the thivtesn principles of faith

of the Rambam posited in his dintroduetion to the Mishnah of

Bamhedri, (Rszie3 y tohapter 10), with whicoh
traditicornal ly we corclude ouwr praverts. The purpose of bthis
hymyr ds to divect ocur minds and owr hearts to the hasic
theoslopical premises of ouwr pravers. 8o toc at the very
begivming we have to prepare ourselves through meditations,
s bhat oy pravers will be fooused upon our ebthical cornduet,
ie. our relationships to Bod ardd ow fellow human

baings. (44)

R. YTLH was very much impressed with the QOrhot Hayim of
the Rosh. It is & comperndiuam of admoniticrm on bebhavice dn

relaticem to ones Fellow, to the community arnd to Bod. It
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alme comtalre divectives om how come showld Flfill ores
chligaticrn both ethically and relipgiously as a Jow. R. YTLH
divided the Orhot Hayim imto severn sections, & section for

o P

each day toa be meditated on before the begirming of prayers.

Hayim is btaker from Job 33230
eooD e W

"Orwe may gain light v the light of 1d4fe".

For example, for the firsgt day of the week am R, YTLH
prepared it the meditation bepgivsm:
RN AN2OD DA D LN DPOD DAY
\\;3\ RoAODY NPesd AN AL LMD DD I N
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"Remove yourself in whatever way possible from bhaupght iness

and arvogance ard so from obseguiesness and so From lying and
Ba From mockery arnd s from tale bearing and soe from anger.
Or the fourth day of bthe week the meditaticn bepglinms:

OHyMic Ve D @y
"Be viot lazy in performing & mitazvah when the opportunity
arises ard pevform it for the sake of heavern without delay”.
The Babbath mediaticrn begins with the admonditicorns
47y A\ D ’\Q%N PR YA (GRS LIPS A T gmg NN YD @

"Teo tithe you prafite from all the profites that God hams made

possible for him".

A example of concern for ones fellow as a preparaticon for

prayver s the admorditicn that 3
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"Ore shouwld help hisg fellow in whatever his reeds are’.

R. YTLHM krew that mamy in the congregaticry, mosb

particularly womern and chilcrern weuld wot wnderstand the

kavarmh. which wouldd defeat the purpose of these prayvers, R.
YTLH taok perc iv harnd arnd wreote & yiddish translaticon oaf
Orhoat Hayim. (49  This is most vremavkable for & man of the

shtature of R, YTLH, who cocuplied himself at every momernt with

the Tovah anmd the weiltimg of hisg magesterdal ooomentaries.

Ae I reflect on this, R, YTLH was one of the sarly
relipglous leaders whoe sought through the use of the
vermanular to make prayers amd ethical treatises a part of
the symapgogue way aof 1i1fe. I dare to comsider him as a
foererurmer of our mnoderrn Reform and Corgervative movemenrnts,
that broupght the english translation or Berman tramslation
inbo mymagopgue praver so that there would be proper Kavarabe
The irntroaduction of the Orhot Hayim was an act of
thamksgiving on part of R, YTLH dn Vierma for his recovery
ard the recovery of his nelghboring Jews from the chalera
plague. R, YTLH patterned the idea of making a bakarnab after

& miracle, orn the story of R. Shimern bew Yeohad., (50 It is

teded that when he emevged from the safety of a cave he saidde

NN "\\‘\C»Q\L‘\Cw WD ) NN G g\\«w\"‘;\
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"Bivwmee a mirvacle has ocoured to me [ will mow go and perfeot
e corvect something".

From that statemernt R. YTLH said that if a miracle aoours,
cme dm abligated tao do something as an expression of

thambkapgdvirg.

Ry YTLH arpwewnced this takanab of placing Orchot Hayim forr

R vt T )

meditat fom before the baruch sheapsr at bthe end of his sermon

LU RN R BT SRR A R R A A A B

or Hayai Barah V'%)QJ . Me armcureeed the talianab, of

...................

sl AT

amd he concladed his sevmen with the words:
RAOL 2" A N N VDN e Dey DO
DRALHD PAD L0 q‘b"‘) VAT N N S Y )\ Y
(51> LIS SN LN Do DS

Ard thus shall we do (bo take bto heart the weords of pusar)

ard pomsibly there will be Ffulfilled for us "And He will
return and heal him'. The words of the sages are well rcwe
to um that by merit of repentence, wredemption comes 4o the

werld, Speedily dn cowr day. Pmernd

Degoaun, In the Synancoue

The Jew livivg dispersed amoong many peoples ekiwmg out a
liviwmg iv the midet of hostility, came to the syrnagogue Foe
rest, meditation, prayers and companicnship, At times the

syvagonue became For marny, as quoted in the Talmud, a "Het




db

Am", a "eclubhocuse”". During periods of prayer andd most
particularly durirng the reading of the Terah the worshipper
teatld ret resist converasimg with his rmedghbor. Rambyam,
irvelghed against this practice iw his day. Moslems weaild
visit his symapgoepue and Rambam would be embarrased by the
lack of deocceum. The Rambam eliminated the repetition of the
Amicah of the Musaf service., By abbreviabing the service,
makidmg 1t lesse tedicus, the worshipper would wmot be tenpted
to cormverass with his medghboe.

Orily iv & few areas did the Rambam’sz ivnovatiorn take

held, Repetition of the Musaf Amidah cocmtinued ome Thus the

worahipper oont iraed bto faee the temptaticn to converse
durdmy the shachardt anidab, the musaf amidah and kredyvat

AT ARSI S0 8 SV U kit AN

HaTerah. R, YTLH sought to remtore decoum to the synapopue
as bhefite a house of worship. He was wnob concevred an was
the Rambam with the impressions of bthe pentiles, but his
momcery wam with the kavanah that was necessary for the
prayers. What sense of introducing the Orhet Hayim 4Ff dwring
the course of prayers the worshipper lapses Deto cooversat dom
and Jooses all kRavanah. Ro YTLH therefore dntroduced in the

corveresat lon,  even converaation bhat deals with saomred

subjecta. This ds R, YTLH's MiSheberach or decoocums
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" May He who blessed ouwr father Abrahan, Isaace and Jacoab,

Mowmes, Aarom, David amd Bolomor, May He bless the cme whao
puards him mouth ard his tongue from indterupting with any
comelusiomg and at the time of the reading of the Torah in
public., EBEvew conversablorn about the Torah all the more so din
eervenraat lom about crdinary bthings and vrelating newsworthy
itemns. Amd may thevre come uporn him &ll the bleswsings that
are writbern im the Torab of our teacher Moses, of blessed
memory, arnd inm all the books of the prophets. May he behold
rightecus of fepring who are sustained 1w their lives and may
he mevit to the twe tables of the twoe worlds which are thie
wenrld about which it is saider "and it iw GOOD ( j§iC:>" At
the world to coame that e comsidered the DAY (mejiJmLW) that

in altopether long (eternal) and alsoe GOOD <W3A£;>. Ared et




u Bay ¢ Ament.
It reads bto be roted that R, YTLH iv his piyyutim, ang

ive his commentaries idemtifies them with the seal of his

i
i 3
YiRIne ;5 \(f, ?’\ » aw he does dv the above MiBhebarach.

Meir Yaerdi, the Bibliagrapher of the Hebrew University

Libvrary in his article ow \\.;?\Qf}? ‘Q,}\(:’)Pi? s tambe donbb

avi whether R. YTLH was the aunther of thie MiSlhebaraoch. He

Qoo B R U AR A R

...............

However, Yaeri's doubbts were rejected in the articole by A, M,

Habevrmare in the antholopy QFQCL e\ ‘%\?Q;QE;W, Habevmar dn
of R, YTLH there is an letroedueticon to this MiShebarach where
it staton

"R saom an it became krown dm the olty of Oracow, the
terrible deeds that were performead in Nemivov, so that din
crder te remave the stumblinmg blook of the preat sinm of
corversation v the syrnagopue o ... owr Baon (R, YTLMH)
established & MiShebarach that the hazan shoewld recite every

sabbath ivm & lauwd vodoee.. " (54)

I H TN TIPS e IT

Uridversity library and iv an antholaopy mwtitlad(’ﬁ\?ﬁ&. Qfﬁ'\

attributed to R, YTLH, (G

R Newn Teow Loippmars Heller bhe Paytan.

s ot
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R YTLH was dw the maln a Talmudic scholar and a
halachic awthority, however there pulesated withiv him & greast
poetic spirit. It was threouph bhis peoetry, his litwegical
iivyubim ame bhe pivyutin acoompanying eélther the begloming
or @rading of hisg rabbinmio commentaries, that he gave
expressior to the palnms amd sufferdvgs of the Jewianh peoaple
arnd their hopes for vedempticn, The piyyubilm brackebivmg bis

cammertarias, almo expressed his thanksgiving for Goed's help

ared irnmpivat o,

....................

arid Mide talents diw the writing of litwgloal poetvy. For R
YTLH this wam an incldental part of his career as a rabbi.
hebrew pgrammar and his mastery of the entire Biblioal
literature. For a rabbinde schalar dn that pardicular peiod
he was excepticmal v his insistencs on proper hebroew
grammar. This is iv contrast to the great talmudic
avtherity, R, Moses Isserles his pgreat predecessor v the
rabbinate of Oracow, whoe by his ows admibion was ocamreless in
his use of hebrew grammnae.

Forr @xample iv R. YTLH'@ commentary on Brachob #38%, he podrnbs

aut that f:SQ'g: despite the fact that it ends with

@ WMMWS)WN ,,,,,, i mascwline angd corrects some of the editidns
which apply to it dthe Feminirne.

Becaune of his interest in hebrew praomar, he mastered the
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commentary of R, Abraham Thn Ezva and weote a
wuper-cammert ary on Thn Ezva, explaivning some of ite

difficult passages. (06)

A menticned in the opening chapter there are two sets
of mlichot that R. YTLMH wrote, One set was weltten during

hig rabbimate in Prapgue and the second set during bis

rabbinate in Cracow relative to the trapgedy

of “‘\<:\ FE_Y\”

A T 00 o

Hesbhvar, which celebrated the salvaticrm of the Jews im the
dayws of Ferdinand 1X.
It dm bt be wmoted that iy his Pliyyubim he inmpresees his

gignature of N1C, @MY g pive an example of

the Firet sebt of slichet and the use of Big nams, ...
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"NDay (Yom) after day my thoughts and my meditations dnorease
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orer upon the obhere ...,

arnc they say forever may God be exalbed.....

He shepherds his peoeple like sheep ivw the midst of terrdfying
Wl Vet «a

Feor him BGod han ohoser,

Bod is good (Tov) ard & tower of sbtrenpbth to those who hope
iv Him with all btheir hearts
ardd even though they seek to entice him with their mouths arnd
they lie with their torguees and thelr expressicms
With Mis compassicr He will forgive sim argd like rightecus in
heart He will pay heed te them
because their redeemer is determined and MHe will corvberd om

their behal £, ¢

I the firet paragraph R, YTLH comeludes with a senternce

takerm Fraom Dwutermnmmy 1828

:(’ e, S “:S\Q\c_., VARG NADD AR ana

mmmmmmmmmmm

in the m eeand paragraph tha gueste i btaker din dbe erntirety

from Proverbs 283031,

Ivy anether slicha For the Fourteenth of Heshvarn which was
declared a Fast day in commemcrat i of the salvaticor of the
Jawn armd bthe everndrg as a time of joy arnd tharmbesgiving, R.

YThH wrotet
‘Q\m\y&\ "?Q;b\c “\(’\NQJ 9@533%3 N\ \e.D |

\
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"Are whern with your deed you macde the mowrners amd the

bereaved rejolce

to drive away the sorrows i a deuble cormalatiorn

B may youw werd be fulfilled "I return o Jerumalem with
erempya s e d o

Feor it de a day of revernpe fooro God & year of recompemnse

(ricke R, YTLMH's use of the passage of Zacardiab 1216 and

Isaiah 34:8)

Fulfill the words of your seer as in youwr pleasant speech

te bridiwg ws o Zdom dn sonyg rejododng aned plant us din bhe

high meontain
am it dis writter " On the third day HMe will sustain s and we
shall live before hin" forever

Few Bhileo will come wibe Mim a pgathering of paoples . :

Note R, YTLH'e use of the passapges From Heses and Gemesids.
Mis dwvoacation of Zicw dw rob a simple rhetordoal Fleourish
but his passicrate love For Zicow amd Jerumalem an exemnplilfied

Lty almowmt all of his wooekis.
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R e

The slichot o ‘§§\<;\~ ) T{ wenre wrdtten by R, YTLH

e -
during his rabbinate dn Oracow.  Though Oracow was vt
assaulted durdng the Chmedlrnitski popgroms, rmevertheless R.
YTLH was asked to welte glichaet to commenorate that trapecdy.
Most particwlarly he was deeply moved by the slauphter of the
pecaple of Nemirav, where previously he held the rabbinie
pest. As memtiomed in the Flret chapter he had firet felt
that there was no need for new slichot amd that there should
assaulte, slaughters amd nassacres. MNevertheless he Finally

agrasd b weibe new glichoet.

rseise

......................

this imtroductior. ..
200 Qg\w? Cror N Wd_ED DGO WL e ey
NSRBI Wead e a0
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"These slichot founded om golden foundation the languapge io

like a sharp sword, were composed by the Gacrn R Yom Tov

...................

Halevi, may Bod wateh aver him avmd blewss him, the author of




Tomafot Yom Tav, the head of the Yeshiva, and the gh beb din
of the commurdty of Cracow on the tevrible deoress ard bthe
preat destrucicn that took place ivn the Ukraivne. Tt s aboug
twe years bthat these glichot were printed in Oracow and the
leaders of the Four Lands with the agreemernt of their Gacomim,
may Bad watoch over them anmd bless them, established For
themselves and all their descendemts to vrecite them every Yom
Kippur before the glloha. ..

AR Yy N e S

"God be rwot sllent ta my blocd”.  Hnd T ogome noew bt proclaim

that I was directed here in the commurdity of prague to primt
them apgair so that they will be recited here too in Prague o

Yam Kipuar®.,

........................

.....................

mady massacre aooured.

The Publisher of thisg editicrn of the glichot inm Prapue in his
Pwbroduction pednbed out that the slichsie..

NABNG, AN LR S W,

im really an old glicha bamed upern alphabetical acrostios

that R. YTLH wrete. Begirrring with the letter " o)

<
"y \\S:\ED » he fashiomed this slicha o be a
"
commencrat ive piyyut Foo 'Q/y&;\ ﬁty\ ’,

Re YTLH wrotes
AS I AAL O S moe N TN,
3 i J / 4 T




55

| ?y~-y3\\¢, i SO TR Y R Iy I\
\W\\\\cﬁi’c Lo\ e O o) ’\’iu\ PR e UMD ~e\e
‘BQN\& LD NS ‘F&’w F\ e R ‘ﬁ'\\uﬂ
IR SIS DO 3 N nea s Sl
RPN 2 )20 D) C e

& NI S8 LN (DG DD

(a0 %ﬁ)’ﬁb\ ’}?)\)qu\

"The yesr of 408 amd (5409 we were much assaulbed we your
belavean ohilldren.,

We had haped that iv this yvear aach oo

will veturw to his ivherited land from the land of their
captivity.

Recompense us FTor the yvears that they destroyed and oomsamed
ws over much the powerful slauwghterer whoa cuts down and
return us the good by your goodmess as yvow have
praomised, {( Deut 13:18)

And he will give yor compassicr ard he will take pity om you

aregd dnerease you, "

As v most of Re YTLH's weidting and most partioularly in his
pivyurtim., H. YTLH impresses his mame on 80 many Verses. In

this ome he pives wmot cmly his wame but allodes to his

srtanR i
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et

"Thewse will be an addition (Tasafot) forr the orpginal with

----------------------------

The wmext day (Yom dwhew it comen for my recompernse For this

ettt

firid when the pood (Tov)ocomes for yoeu do good for bhose who
are pead whether they do little or much.
For la e your name and for your remebevance

We hope sincevely to serve you with awe amd with great lave®.

I adaditdorm o wreibling lituwrpical poetvy Re YTLH wrote
poens ta celebrate the conelusicn of soame of his major
worke., He wroate an extengive one on his completion of his

descewipticon of the architectwre of the Temple, based upow

BEaekiel iw )Q“A33dy¢\\?$ L AB3)  OF special siged figance

are his poemns upor the completicrm of his commentary om the

Mishrah amd _ SGSALLANE ) ard ny\\mNi’s YD
I guote heve omly btwo passapes, coe Ffor the completicon of

Tomafot Yom Tov amd ome stanza on "?!Qa?\‘ ALY

aricl lj\Y\\YSTB Yy A,
PAE) Q3N 'SS ?}J\\M N
MONC, MDD s RN Nose.

®
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v

=
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(6.3)

"Hoew msweet to my palate ever more thanm homey of the woods,

that I have merit bto complete thim seotdon



eof ’JF\\")‘D<TSJ ared mee may yoour daye be poocd the old

with the yourng dn (bhe study) of Tosafob Yem Tov and the six

...........

divimicoms (the Mimhrnah)"

On the ccmpletion of _ 2V N AN 05 Y S
aril /5\\c5\¥)r3 PONOR 1 guate the firet stavea of his

o lucing poeme
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(64){\’3\\\;‘93\13\3 \\:“S\% [ NOYY \‘(\\\(l)\l@g 'ene, <‘: 5
"May everyvone whoe anderastands the mystery Firnd great
pleasarntmess and ernjoymernt in this composition irsbtead of all
the great riches with the richest of btapestry. Study it, the
children af the livirng BGod irv the comparny of deep inslight.

Lo you will come bteo stand o bthe principles of his tradibionm

to erjoy the pleasantries of the Kingd"

Desplte R. YTLH's corcentration For marny yvears om
Talmuchic mtudy we car see From the above that he possessed &
postic guality thouph he was wot iw the class of the preat
paytarnim, but feorr his day he was conmsidered a major payiar.
Me wrate lamenmts or the tragedy of his day ard yet as we saw
he was able to rejoice amd pgive thanks for the opportunity to
mtudy God’s Torah., His 1ife was Filled with personal anxiety

because of enemies who surrounded him as we shall see n the
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mext chapter whew we aralyze his awbtoblopgraphy, Megillat
Eivah. R. YTLH's falth rever faltered arnd ever iv the
lamerts and slichoet that he weote iw Prague and 4 Cracow, he

it i BB AT AR

always comcluded with a mote of confldence ard truast in Bod.

Re..XTLH as. a8 Reloicus Fhilesapher, Theolondan and Kabbalist.

Re YTLH was rot only & Talmudist amd balohisht but even
from him early days on he turned o matters dealing with

relipgiaus philascophy amg theology. I hiwm early youth he

wrote & commentary on §$§$;§_j\J'V3;§

by P2NNATNYST INANDD NN Y s peetic philosophical

brescbey LY.
Durivig hisg rabbinate in Mrague, the philosopher R, Yosef bew

Yitwehak Mal.evi visited Pragee for the purpose of publishing

lie commentary on the ?‘iﬁ;mi N N atf the Rambam
KICwyr & %ﬁﬂNb‘JV&Qé

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, » (6 Durdirg the course of

his msojourn dw Prague, Rabbd Yitachak dnterested R, YTLM  dwm
his commevtary and divn his pactioular approsch beo

the SO MDY DN L R YTLH then wecte glosses and &

woramevitary on the TN ) Aj\ﬂ&&hzln avel arr dwbraduot {om

to thewse commerts, R YTLH alsa wrate & super-commestaey o
Rabbi Rachya's commentary on bhe Torabh aloeg kabbalistio
livem, His kabbalist approach was based upon Bapdes Rimoordimn,

by R. Rachya aved o the Rmabaw? s commerntary on the

Torah, (66) I hamstern to point out that dn his halachic
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commertaries he did rot dnvelve them with any kabbalistic
spaculatidorns.

Ov the ather havd his philosophical and theological
corervm are refleoted iv hig commentary in the Mishrab, most
particularly in Pirkeil MAveotb. I have already mertioned in
Chapter twoe R YTLH'® commertary on Mishnab 103, arcd his
lenpgthy commertary on roeward and punidashnent.,

T Bivked fAveb chapter 247 amconp bhe proverbs of Hillel it

wtatess

"Upoor mealng a huaman shull Floating on the water he addressed
it thus: becawse yvou have drowned othevss bthey have deowned
NASLEM v the evdd they who drowned you shall be dvrowrned”.

R. YTLH raiwses the theolopical guesticonm that reality does wob

coamport with this statemernt. I R.YTLH g lenpthy discourse

Che dnvokesn Pythagoras, Abravanel, the Rambam and the Rambar,

Theugh he answers v the usual convertional way conoerrning
the limitaticoms of human reascrn, nevertheless he does not
hesitate fm raisivg the thorny problems of reward arnd

purii mhmert, the prosperity of the evildoer, providernos arnc s
forth, Interestingly, he points out that the Mishrnah departs
from bthe puare hebrew ta the aramaloe because there was a resd
to affivm v bthe aramaio vermacular thie theoloplical

prineciple, of reward and punishmerdt, aramaic being the

language of the times.

I veflecting on his interests in philosophy and

theolagy and ever kabbalah there is wo guesticr in my mind
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that R. YTLH took his ivspivaticon from Rambam. Rambam though
basically the preat talmudist and decisor severtheless was
without eqgual the pgreatest of Jewish phillogoaphers in the
medieval period. In Rambam’s Talmudic works particularly iwn
the oommerntary on the Mishrnah and the Mishoeh Terah, he
reflects hia deep conmoern with philosophical problems. S
tac with R. YTLH. He does not hesitate to confromt major
theological mroblems,. Though he did mot oweite a systematico
philomaphical work of his own, mevertheless we have seen thatb
hia philosgphical interests were wide and far.  Me even

meark Lamed bthe works of R, Azrariabh DY Rosesd evern though many
rabbilis in his day looked apon him as a heretdoe. In 8afed and
in Ttaly Azxzardah D Ropsi was under the bam of herem. (67)
BEver, R, YTLM's own master the Mabaral of Prague looked with
cisfaver uporn Azzariah D Rossl.

Bo XTLH. 858 Hunanlset,

Ao we have seem in the Flrst chapter ard later onm o dwn the
closer analysis of his avbtobliogmraphical work pMenillat BEivah
Re YTLH suffered greatly at the hards of the surromddnrg
partile avthorities even to the pedmt where he was dnped sooned
ared almost executed. Both the Protestants and bthe Catholilos
vied with ome amcobher in persecubting the Jews. Many rabbis
im pained retaliation placed thedr roveJewish nedghboes on

the lowsst rung of oreation and toolk away Froem them their

dignity as humarn bednpgs. They dnveked the Talmoadie
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st atemarct
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Yebamet 611l

"Jew are consideved Adam (huamarn) but pagans are nob so

eoresd dered.

(there i a vardarnt reading PQQV*:B\ ;?Q¥¢\#ﬁ o pertd les
irmtead of Fw'3$2f\€ y  PAATIHHL )

Re YTLM dimmipses sueh a radical statemert., He even implies
that it deviates from the theological Ffoumdaticorns of the

Terah, We see bthie ivn his ooomemtary om Birked fvebt Beilas

.....

"He (R, Akiva) saidr Mam i beloved, for he was oreated in
the image of God, He o exceedingly beloved for b was macde
koo te bidm that he was oreated inm the Imane, as it is
writtews

BIv bhe imapge of God, He made Man"". (Beresis 916)

Re YTLM ceomments om thies pasmages

....
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"Therefore I am anazed by the commerdators who have strayed
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&0,
from the path, they did mot wart to explain the words of R,
Akliva that he meant all human bedvpgs nob only Israsl and they
depernded im thelr statemernts om the Talmadic dictum Tyt are
keown as Adam  (human)  and se Foerth”,  For this de an
interprbtatice based on arncother dnterpretaticon and iv thisg way
were hardpressed ivn explairndng YIn the Image”, anmd in the
explarnaticrn of the passapge that bthey broupght for precof. But
as ! see 1t the way is paved qand direoct, meaning that R.
Akiva warbted to grant eguality o all human belngs as we were
cemmanded by out teacher Moses, of blessed memory, acoording
te bhe Rambam®.
Theme ocmments are not dn the elass of medisval or maders
apologetics as is the wart of some mnodern scholars do
elasaify them. Bome of these moderr scholare are rob
Ffamiliar with Talmudic termincaloglies and their backpgrouwnd.
Re YTLH inm this lengthy commerntary does not hesitate dn
quating the Rambam whe said that we have the right by fooeoe,
wvern to the point of death, bo force the Noachides bo acceph
the baslo seven commancdments, Ro YTLH inm bids hamanist
et ok thernm statew that It is all the better o persuade by
words and logioc, by bheaching them, Noachide gentiles, that
they are beloved because they were oreated in Goed's imapge.
With this lrowledpe they will inevitably accept these basmice

privneciples of the Towrah,

Withal, R YTLH looks upon the wisdom of the Torah, thab

is the windom of the revealed God as being on a fae higher
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plave btharn the wisdoam of the pentiles. What follows is that

Israel in accepting the revelation of Terabh ds cohoser. And

mey Re YTLM oomments o the rest of the sectios dw Pivkei fAvod

Belhr M"lerasl is beloved, for bthey are oalled God?e

childrern. They are exceedingly belaoaved for it was made keowr

to them that they e God's ohildrer as 4t de weitber, "you
are childrern of the Lord yeur God” (Dewt 1421).  Israel ie
beloved, Ffor a precicous lrstrument was glven to them. They
are exceedingly belaved for it was made kmown o them that
they were pgiven a preacious drsbruamernt with whioh the woerld
was created, as it de wrdbtbern "For T give you pgood dooteine,
Forgake ot my Torah! (Proverbs 4:8). Y

Alowmpy these limes R, YTLH makes an dntevesting distinetion
hetwearn the wisdom of Israel (Toerah) anmd the wisdom of the
gearb i len (philcsaphy amd matural solencoe and so Forth). I
Re YTLH? % commerntary om the Rosb, Brachot chapter 9, he

dimeousasss bthe matter of the blessing bestowsd uporn the wlse

mer of Tevael amd the wise mew of the gertiles. The blessing

Feor the wise mev of Israel wses the

-
t e \‘ E\&D DY\) ,-\\\\an) e yon have shared yow wiladom”,

Wher we behold wise mer of the gertiles we blewss

(Bened \j\ WAODM l‘j\ \ Qs "Foar havimg pivern his
wigsdom”., Acocoeding to Re YTLH, this distinoticon i becausse
the wiadom of the Toevabh o without end and a huamar bedng oam
mot cooneelive At dw lhae entirety.

Revelation is therefore a mecessity, henee the blessing 1ie

that God shares iv his graciousress with the wise men of
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lerael through revelatlorn of His wisdom, But the wisdom of
the pgentiles one carn coome to kmow 46 dw dts Fullvess( even

witheut wevelation). Therefore the term _\ T\MSQL; g e
p—4

has glven" is approapriate,

Withouwt apedogetios R, YTLH appreciates the weorth of
avery humarn being and revered the dignity that God bestowed
e @all human oreatwes. R, YTLH looked with disdain upor his

codleapues of bthat day and evenm bthose whe preceeded him, who

wowght btoe deprive the genbtiles with whom the Jewish people

wenrre Foreed bto live as wooebhumar beinge. Favtharmore i
keeplng with the Renadssance perdod, R YTLH admived the
wisdom of the gentiles and saw this wisdom as & blessing mot
m & btheeat. Ao we saw, FYTLH referred in his oommentaries
o Buclid's geometry bto Pybthagoras amd bo the Greek
philosophers. Bat as we have just seen R, YTLH belleved that
this wisdom ie inferdor te the wisdom of revelation, the

wisdom of Torah.




Chapter IV

K

Re YTLH chose the woerd "BEivabh", ermity, Ffoo hig

avbagiographical soroll desoribing the hostilities,
perasenutt donn and tragedies that befell him in Prague. The

werd "Eivah!" ds also an acronym For the Fivet Four words at

the bepgirmvdng of the Book of
’ / s o
Lamert at i o Yy 3D YY) D) \C; )

Bummary., of Menillat Eivabo

SEYATPIER 0 TR 4

Before coming to the city of Mrapgue where the trapgedy that
bafell R, YTLH described iw Menillet Eivabh ocouwrmved, R, YTLH
mavved n & number of commanities with geeat distinebdiorn, In
the yvear U389 (1684), R, YTLH served as ohief rabbl of
Nickelaberp in Moravia, Flve monmthg later he was called bo
the Jewish commounity of Vierma, the capital of Ausbrila, ao
ite Chief Rabbi. There he parsuaded the King to assign a
special guarter for the Jews ouwtside of the oity limits where
they wauld enjay & measwre of antoromy,  Afber btwo years In
Vierwma, he was slected chief rabbi of FPrague where he had
merved previcumly for many yvears aws davarn! & religious
Judpe).

After o short period he was also elected rosh yashive,

5
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thead of the Acacdeny) in Prague. Iri Re YTLH'a youmper days

in Prague he weote a conmentary on ﬁ‘\{ 5\)\ 3PV g oF
Yedayah Habardersi, His studies of the Rible resulted in a

baok o the architecture of the Temple based upey Exekiel’s

praphecies, enbitled jVZAF\ DAY Im the spivit of
P4
Kabbalah he wrobte a commerdary on Re Bachya bern Apher' s

coaatent avy aon the Torabh with the title OO ™) CJ 0

Lt o he wreote a commentary on bhe Mimhoab,  Tomafel Yeo

Bt PAAE AR LTI b /o SR R APOTNTR e

Toy, which dis his most popular work,  However, he considered
his crowning achievemert 7\;\\;'; MG
an \\R\\\X‘\ (\:’ j\iz., dual commentaries o the Rosh,

Rabbeirng Nsher.

Thase were troublescms times for the people of g ue.,
Bohemia rebelled agaivnst Enperor Matthias ard after his death
Duke Frederic was orowneged King of Bohemia, One yaar latenr
Enperor Ferdinand who succesded Matthias waged war agamdLwmt
Fredevic. With & preat army Ferdivand vamguished the rebells
ardd regained mastery over Peague. These wars Lasted bewn
yaears and proved a great fivancial desdv om the people.

Ploets and counterplots abownded. Finally in Re YTLM' & ik ooy @
terrible conspiracy was organized agaivnet him with tragico

remulte,

Or Monday the fourth day of Tammuwz 9389, (July 1689, R.

YTLH wan infarmed that an order Forr his arrest was delivered

by the King ta the Viceray, armd that he should be brought in
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chaims to Vierma, at that time the capital oity. Leaders of
the Jewish commondity were fearful that thig areest mipht
precipitate a popgrom agadnest the Jews, The leaders begped
that R, YTLH should mob be puat bo sach shame and he was
permitted bo go boe Vierma with only poelice esoort. ITn Vierrma

he was aceused of weliting wneonpl inentary stabensvbs about

the Christian faith in his %?M R N
“ -y \
ared S\\}ﬂ¥dkf\ G*rf%i » Re YTLH hastered to tell the

reacer that dtherse s we brath dw bhe vumor that the King wan

ineensed ahout the title i??‘\s "IABNL . The King ther
referred R, YTLMH' s case to a special commiesion For o
decision, For a sheet while R. YTLH wam cornfined to the
death house dw the prison compouwnd, but after many pleas by
the Jewish leaders, he was bransfereed bto ather guarters.

The commision placed before him this major guestdom. ..

"How do you dave to pralse the Talmud, & work which was
crderad destraoved by the Pope?” R, YTLH'# amswer was that
the Talmud i the amweitted Law of owe people avd his praise

eof bhe Talmud wam omly Foor o peaple. The odommiseion

prorcuriced a serntence of death but the Enpevor Flnally

ralevbed and commuted the senternce to a fine of 1E, 000

rhenish bthallers. He alwoo orderved all of his boosks o be ;
destroayed, After much pleading and negobication the fine was ‘

redueed ba 10,000 thal lers ta be paild at vardlous intervals.
Members of his Ffamily and leaders of the oommanlity came to
hig aid in paying thig Finme. His evemies cowblivged om b

persue him arnd oppossed helping him in bthe payments of the



firvee. Failing in thedr plot, his eremies cormpired to remove
his ae the vabbil of Prague.  After spemding forty days iw
Jail, R, YTLH was released on the twenty-eigth day of fy.

The arder fooe bhe destruoticon of his books was reodnded.

But, cevtailr words dvn his books were bto be cohanged most
particularly substituebicrs had o be made For the wored

Ygerhd le”.

R. YTLH returned to Prague o the eve of Yom Kippur
390, (1629) snd he Fell 111 Fforo three movthes.  Ro YTLH
dacraad For his descendents that the Fifth day of Tammusz
wshall always be a Ffamily fast day because o that day be was
crderaed to Vierma as a prisonesc, with the pueposs wot omly of
dadmy him boddly haent buat aloe b destroy his books amd his
wiribdrmpgm.

v the monmth of Shevaebt B3390 (Februasry 16830), R, Abvabiam
the som of the comminity leader, Jaocob Basch broupght dthe mews
that the King removed the bam orm R, YTLH's practice of the

rabbirate im the obher cournbries of bthe Empire namely Sermarny

amel Ttalye

After atbtending o wedding iv Luablin, the wedding of his
yaounger son Abrahamn, Re YTLH's wife started out For Praguae to
be with her bthoree wmseried daupgbters. Bab on passing throaph
Vierma she was trapped there becausse of & battle where the

city was siesed by the eremy. R, YTLH's Ffamily eplit dnbo
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thrae parts, o part dn Breest - Litovek, hig wife ivn Vierna
with arather part of bthe Family and the other three dauphters
v Peague,

In the vear B3P0, R, YTLH was elected chief rabbi of
Memivov, 4v Russia for bthree yvears.  AfFter ore year the
ertive Family wams weundbted.  Upor bthe expivaticr of the bhres

years, R, YTLM accepbed the call to the ity Ludmir, bthe main

wity of Wehlimda, dn Iyvar S394 (May 1634).

While in Ludmir, R, YTLH led the fight agairnst the
practice of purchasing rabbivmical positicrns as it had beoomes
customary b many areas ivm thomse days,  The Councll of the
Feur Lamds jedrmed Re YTLH ard his ool leagues D affivming
this bar. fAgain bemm&mm of this deoree he was almost ousted
by his evemies from bhis post iv Ladmir, bat be managed bo g
madrtair his positicon with the help of bthe leaders of the
commurmity. Durimg the oowse of his rabbivate dw Ladmir his
gravedmer Nathar marvied the daughter of bthe Rabbil of Helm, ;

whea wam the prandscn of Baul Wahl, i

e the fivet day of Adar 404, the secovd day of Romh

et

it

{(Maroh 1644, R, YTLH was elected chief rabbi, ab

iy and rosh yvemshiva of the great oldty of Oracow. R YTLH

NI L8 A0 RS (O A R A A

.................

raejodoing for his Ffamily amd thelr descenderts, beocause wow
he was restered with God's help to the status of a chief

rabhil of a Famed city.



by R YT m

R, YTLH'® smorm Bhmuel uporn the death of his father
decided to weite a aupplemerd and tell the deteails of the
trapgedy that befell hig sainted Father anmd his Fabhers?
evertual salvaticr, Bhowel studied in the oity of Mets,
Franmce For Four years. There he stadied the Talmug am
became Fluemt iv Fremoh., He returmed o vigit his parenmte
ir Byague. Tt wam bthe oustom of those days for all students
ta travel onm foot with backpacks., While o the owtoshkirts of
Vierma he vested 4 & park. 8houel heard a soveam, arnd he
saw & bull ohasivg & womer and & poverness with a small ohild
v her arms, udokly Shooel saw the red kevrohelf around the
meck of the goverwess and btore of f the kevohilef armd Flumpg 14t
at the Fewt of the bull.,  Thoas Shmeel saved all bthree From .
cevtaln death. v twened out bthat bthe woman was the wife of
the ambassador of Framece. Later on Shouel visited an aunt
ared unele in Vierrma amed discovered bthat his Father was inm
Jail Ffacinmg a terrible ordeal., He visdited his Father inm Jadl
where his father descoribed dw gpreat debtadl bis guesticning
before the ccmmisicon angd the viceray., The acousatiorn was

mairly as & resalt of twoe ememies of R, YTLH whao

Brars ] at el P\?N YANTSE W aried \l\\’%\&\\ ) ‘\Pu

Delicacien of the Kinmg and Pleasing Braacd, ard acoused R.

YThH af drnsulting the Chvyidstian veligicon. Re YTLH's great
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Fear was ot conly For himself but for the Pomsi il ity that
the entire Joewish wammai bty be expel led From the [« AVE BTt -1
urncden the rale of the BEmperos.

Bhmuel iv despair wernt to see bthe Freneh FAmbassador  Turermme
amd hiw wife, The ambassador promissd to helpy, an did his
wife., They prevailed upon the Emperor and the Gueer, awmd R.
YTLH was released with only & Five an related inm the ordpdnal
Firally the French fmbassader Turerre revealed the backgroung
af this plat agairmt Shouel’s father. O man by the rmame of
Raphael, an opponert of R, YTLH, was owed ernourmons murng  of
memey by some govervmernt officials. Raphasl ewm) istod btwo
dayardm (Judpes), R. Joseph Sohoer and R, Aviguo: Reches, bto
travslate into German sone passapes From R, YTLH @ wird b g
that would be damaging to R, YTLH. Raphaal promined the
povertmernt officials to cancel their debt 1f thay helpod to

remave Bhnuel’s Father From the rabbivate of Framue.

After the Ambassador suecseded in racivding the serbenos
agadrst R, YTLH which could have resulted in Mis execuddon
the Emperor saved Face by applying a peralty agaivst him.
Bhruel reburned to PMrague awaiting his Father's return Freom
Vierma, Boor thereafter while R. YTLH wamn sbill v Pyagae
Raphael fell pravely 111,  He sent for R, YTLH amd confosmned
his terrible sin of compiving apadmest him. Mo asked foe

forgiveness and according to Shmuel, R. YTLH said o Raphael
ks bt ¥
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"I hereby forglve you everything from the bobtom of my heart
amdd I willl pray ta Bod that he will heal you".

Boe erwds bhe additiornmal weoeds of Shmuel the som of R, YTLH.

Historigal and Chromslopical Rackorouwnd of Menillat Bivah

.......... i s iTY TR I .

The backdeop of Megillat Eivah was the Thivty Yeoors Wae
(1618 ~ 1648, It dis comsidered the last of the pgreat
raliglous wares of Buape., Tt was & war bebtween Peobestants
amel Romar Catholios dv the Oerman states. Before 16 was over
mesmd af bthe matdons of Bueope were dnvolved.  The waderlyidng
cravme of bthe war was bthe hostilities betwesn the German
PFrotestanbe and the German Cathol los,

Ive 1885 a btrveaty wasg sipgpoed in Augesbery whioch bhad imbewded b
settle the relipiouns guestion in Gervmsny. Bobth groups, the
Catholics arnd the Mrotestants violated this btreaty. The war
thew became & peneral straggle for dterrditory and politicoal
Do, Iy 16068 the Protestants coganmized the Evangelical
Uriders amed the Catholioes fouwrded the Haly League. The war was
et off whern the Mroehbishop of Prague ordered bis people to
dastroay & Protestant Chourch., The Probestants appealed to
Matthiam, They thern wose in revolt amd this marked the

hepivrivg ot the Thirty Yeasars War.  This ware begem dw Bohenda

arwd mpvead bo obher cowntrlen of Westaere Burope.

The Hohemian Proatestamtes removed Catholio King Perdinmamg the
4]

muccensor of Matthias From bhe Sthyome and chose (n his stead
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Fraderie who was a Feotestant and was at that Ytime the Dubke
cf Falative.  Ferdimasd was raised o be the Moly Remam
Ermperor, D LEEOQ Emperor Ferdinasd defeated the Bohemian
Protbestants in the Battle of the White Mowntaiv.  Catholocdsm
beoame the state reliplion,  Fimally afbter mamy battlews peed vy
baok arnd forth the Feace Treaty of Westphalia was sigrned in
1648,  This thirty years which was actually & series of wars,

left Gevmamy in a devastated conditior. It toeok many years for

it o recoover. (68)

ITw 163% R, YTLH became the chief rabhi of Viewmma whioh
wamw bthew the capital of Ausbria.  The Jewlsh commanity wae
asoattered amd at the meroy of wserapuleus lanodlords, R,
YTLH mamaged o galn a speeial guarter ounbtside the oity
Timites For the Jows. There the King grearbed them & measaee
oof  aubooreamy anmd he built acoceding to R YTLH & beawtdfal
myragopue. (69 In later yvears we cormicder the ghettodzatdon
af the Jew am bhedrmg diseriminatory and perseout oy, I R.
YTLHT 8 cay arnd v the loacale of Viervae this was actually the
aalvation of the Jew. Through this "ghetto” which was later

o kvown as Leopoalatadt, R, YTLH was able to undte the Jewish

eommurndity anmd give 1t & sevse of parpose anod dntegrity.

v 1687, R. YTLH moved ta Freaguse where he became ohief

vabbd,

k. Gdn and posh yeshive. It was duweing this
paeriod that he ocomposed his commertariens on Rabbeinw Ashaer

Rrewir as E§)ﬁ VVYANAL L, Delicacien for a King
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avicl SWAALND ?“TS%;, Braad of Delipht, He also weobe

‘?\ A \ ‘QJ\§§;$3 o bhe Garmevts of Yom Tov, whioh

were glossen cm bthe Livashin, Iv bie previous terare s a

davar of Praguas he had wedbber and completed his magesterial
greenmerrek avy of bhe Mishroehs Tosafol Yo Too,

ettt brdigaeess I A AR 3 S B LR CPPOUOR B 19 . 290 e I

Fo ¥YTLH dwv Megillat Bivaeb reflects the history of bthe

Aissheshi

tidmen, Bohemia vebelled againet Bmperor Matthilas,  Uporw bis
death Duke Frederico was orowned King of Boehemia. Fevddmarc
suteeeded Matthias and became the Bamperor of the Holy Romarm
Empire. Emperor Ferdinand waged war against King Precdesio
arcd with av army of 90,000 he repgained mastery over PMrague.
Acooording to Re YTLH this serdes of wars lasted bter years,

Ae & result the country suffered grest Flranolal sebbacks amd
tremencdouns btaxen were dmposed uapon the oommuanities most
particularly on the Jewish commamities.  This caumed plobs

amd courterplotes and corspiractes. (70)

Ivo Tammus 5369, (July 1689, R, YTLH was informed bthat
he was to be arrestoed Ffor grave ordimes. Me was breouaght b
Viaerma at the and of that week amd the minister of the
twterdos tn bthe wname of the King (Brperor) accused him of

ivsulting the Chridstiam Faith bn hdos cormmentardes,

%@N DA o N Y T J\'\\‘%\\\\ o ?Y\Q’. Ro YTLH had

protested a roamber of times that the rumor that the Ring was
ircenmed at the titles was wmobt trao.

However it is my belief in examivivg some of the old Talmuddie
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vodumes dv my father's library where the change

fyen R?M BB IN LT h\(’ AN \(\“&Mﬁm in attesbed, that

"

there munt have beon some validity o this vumess, (71)

Bubmeguert editions of the Talmad have repeated these words,

72) AT PID) ?s?r\\ Y5 Vi WAL ADDNSD 2\
!

R. YTLH may have beewn impelled dv thio derial becaume he was

proatectlng sa marny of hies erstwhile Friends.

O the twentieth day of Tamouwz, 5369, (1689 the
earaml sed o oof drguiry aceowsed him of praising the Talmud
which had been ordered destroyed by the Pope. In the
thirtesernth Century the Talmad was baered by the edict of the
Pope. (73 Subseguarntly the devmanedation of the Talmug wams
repeated btilme and again by the saoecessscor Popes. The Popes
were aided dn their defamaticm of the Talmud by Jewish
apcataten whe were ofbtern learned be the Talmud. (74 We can
wae From here that despite the burming of the Talmud the Jews
managed to malvtaln copies of the Talmud, to stady it and b

oommeret apoen b

Ro YTLH o senternce of death was ocommated and e Fine of
18, 000 veivnish thaller was placed upow hdme This was an
urefeort wrmat e cusbam of Sthe Kings ard Dukes and Rulers of
impaverdshed provinees to replenish Shedr treasuey by placing
a mum of ransom mondes oon & great rabbd. By dedwg this the
Jewl ah mmmmunitiwm bérerame drairned of thelr resourcos.

Thim situaticorn calls bto mive the story aof R, Melr of
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Recbhanbevg upen whom & gpreat ransom was placed but refused to
have paymert macde amd he languished dv Jail for many

yerarm, (75)

The PMeoillat BEivab reflects the influsmos of the

shiadlianin, the intercessors. Some of these shtadlanin were
ot Jews ard bankers who were pressed Dnto servicoe whernaver
there was a orisds. It was a court Jew and a barnker,

Raphael, whao caused bthis tragedy to befall R, YTLH and 1t wam
the couwrt Jew Jacob Basch arnd some of his fredemde and
ralabives who bhelped bo ameliorate the pumishment of R, YTLH
amtd ever pald some of the badl momey.  On the bwenby-eipgth
tay of Ay of that yeaw, R, YTLH was weleased Feom pedooem
having beewn inprlesconed for forby days. Neverthelss, R, YTLH
lowd hie wight to contivue oo dn the vabbivate of Erapue.

The Mepillat Eivah weflects the deep divisioms dvn the Jewlah
pommuriity becauss his removal From the vabblmabte of Prague
wa cavsed mainly by some of hle enemien there.  When we
raflect o the sbatus of & rvabbi lTike R YTLH who was later

e el led "Rabt the master rabbi of the

erbire diaspoea, we oam see how bthe eremies of the Jeows oo
degraded arnd dehumarndzed the Jewish leaders, to the podinb
where these Joewish leaders twened irwardly arnd let out their
anper amd reserdment o thedlr rabbinio leaders.  We saw dn
the summary of m@mgigﬁgwﬁgxﬂm.mwd ive Shmuel?s supplanent that

the court Jew Raphaes)l awd his allies Ffooumed theils bostility

uporr Ry YTLH.  When Re YTLH wert teo Ludmiv, there too he




Faced appositicon that mo doubt was caused by the impaot of

artisenitism ard discorimination apon the pusyohe of Jewilsh

leadem s, Further studies meed to be made of bthe

paycholagioal effect of antisemitism on the leadership of the
Jewish commanity, and i twen dts dmpact upon the spisitual

leaders of the Jewlsh ooemmundby,

Emnparar Ferdivaed despite the diffioculties that R, YTLH
arcountarad durdng the cowrse of his vepgime wan considered by
histordans Favorably disposed towards bthe Jews, (76) He
thevefore had a nanber of advisors who were Jewlsh. We have
already menticrmed R, YTLH! 8 rival from eacly adelescsnos,
Raphaal who was olase bo the Emperaorts cowrd. Re YTLH
merck dovns amoeg the dnfFluenmtial Jews, David Larda, Hersa and
Iwvrael Welsales., Chelf among the dinfluential Jews waws Jacob
Basch, whe exevted enowemeas dnfleasnee on the Enpevoe o
afficees ao that R, YTLH'e senternce for death oowld be
commated. (77)  Later on bthe sentence was modified to a

et Ay penalbty.

A deliphtful wmovel was published iv ITsrael aboot Jacob

Eameh Ky as

/, .
SO 81 IwoIn, D S R, 2R MNDON SiBlen

Thiw book highlighte the importance of the cowst Jew, Jaoob
Bamoh iv protecting the Jewish commodity from the ormslaaghts

arnd atbtacks by varidous povernment of fFicials.

Ho YThM deoreeed for his Ffamily that the Fifth day of
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Tammue shauld be a Ffast day, 4t was on this day that Ro YTLH
wats crcdarecd to bravel to Vierra for sentencing ragarding his
wrdt dngs, T Megillat Eivab he cormected thin with the
gtatemnsnt of R, Miaehas Horowitsy whe presided over bthe
Coumeil of the Foue Lands dn Poland whe had predicted that onm
the Fifth day of Tamous, @il the sacred boocds of the Jows
will be burmed, Ivi bhe mind of R, YTLH this prediction

applied to his cwrn books that almost were destroyed by the

deores of the Emperor. (78)

Re ¥YTLM'e pgrandscon, Nathanm, marvied the pgrardauaghter of

Bawl Wahl. Mit wsowm Shmael was maredied bo aroed e

gravdanghter of S8aul Wahl., Baul Wahl waws the p
BErest-Litovek Jewry., HMHe was wanguestionably ome of bhe most
prominert Jews dw Polish Jewish bhiabory.  Many lepenmds aee

related abouwt him.  The most Famouws one was that before the
Fimal radification of bthe electicrn of King Sigismand 110 dn

1EHA7, Saul) Wahl was & "King For o a Day". {79

Wher R, YTLH came to Polard he fourdd the practice of the
purchasing of the rabbinate through the lacal pembile

efficiale. R, YTLH dw the Meni) - h recalled that

wgimilar practices relabted to the high priesthood in bthe

Beccmd Temple,  Such practices inm the daye of the Temple and

tvw bthe days of R, YTLH were evideroced by the depgredatiorn of

the Jewlebh commanity.  This le amcbher drsbarnoe of the

iroads that ambisemitism had made dwbo the psychic health of




the Jewish community.

While sevvivg as vabbi in the edby of Ludmiv iw bthe

Palish provines of Wohlinda, R YTLH convered the leaders of

the province and reaffirmed the barn angramd et

the purchame of

rabbinical posts.  This was in &)l probability in the y e

16834, At the Fadrs ivm Lublin, Yarowslav, and Kremritse this

preceey Lamat Lo was vepeatad. This proclamation went evew

Further and placed heren o the oommunitdon
much & practice. R YTLH was very vigoeows
this ban and he wor over the leadere of the
Foar Lards and it thew became a part of the

the Fouw Lands.  PAs he records in the Me

340

actbivimm woor him many evemies, to the prexd vk

that peraidbted
ive the pursuit of
Conmerd 1 af the

repulatiome of

L@k Eivah this

S m.mm =

where he wan

almegst cumted From the rabbimate of Ludmir. (80)

Re YTLH'®m zealous activity owm gruard g

the rabbinate and the irtepgrity of election

the dvbepgeity of

e @ rabbilivdeoal

post should be an exanple For us boday in oure tand g am

meclenyr vabbydm.

Ot March 16, 1644, Lthe Fivet of Adar G404, R, YTLH wasm

S

appadnted oheld f rabbid ang ther later ol oy

hiva and ab bet

diy of Cracow. Oracow was coonsidered the most prca et

Jewinsh odty dn Polard.  The seat of bthis rabbivate was made

Lllustricus by the prest R, Moses Issereoles,

the pglowsmsatos oof

the Shulban Meube Duvivg Re YTLH' s rabbivate in Cracow the

PR AN AR MR A B u [ARIE A e . F A B
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terrible Chmielwitekd pogroms tock place inm Boelanmd and
Russia, Forbweately the pogeomns did nob veaoh Oracesw Bub
the commurnity wans v deep moaovdng For this terrible slaughter
ef bheir brothers and siostermn. P was merhioved, R, YTLH was

requested and agreaed to compose e

obeeived

why  lamevtations, on the
maswacras. (81)  He did wot mertiocrn, bthe componition of these
Bived dm his Menillat Eivab, because he completed this

J 2
Leddebmniediione et DI AL

Mendllah soom afbter he was appodnted bo the rabbivate of

Cracow. |

We tury mow o Shimuel s commentary o Menillat Bivah to ses

LA EL RO R AR R N

the historical baclgreoon,

Bhmuel studied irn the yveshiva of Mets in Franoe. I hiwm
four years at the yveshiva he mastered the French language.
This dis iw corbrast to what happened latar o dr the yveshivot
oof Fedamed amd Russia amd dn dhe yveshivaea commumibies. The
lampuage of study wan Yiddish and though the stadents and the
rabibie lived 4w a Podish and Ruseian evivornment thonse

lampuanges remadrned Foredngr o most of bthem,

It dw told of R, Jowseph Dov Baer Soloveitobily coe of the
romshad yveshiva of Volozhin that wher he was summored before o

govermmernt oommission he had o have a tramslator speak For

hima.

Tw Bhmuel? s desceription of his rebtuen Freom Mets, it




raeflects in some way the life of the wiversity student in

the early seventeernth Century. The undversity studernts

X

weaal o
travel by Food From Sowrn bo bown as they went baek and Forth
too bhelr places of study. Thenm were sorgm weitter aboud
these travelling scholars walking from place too place. 8Bo
Bhrauel dw the comparny of obther yeshive bachoreim, travelled by

Feod armgd sang their sownmge as did the umiversity sohol ava.

Tt ie dvteresting to robe the dnfluerce of the French
Prmbassado Turerng on the Empevor Fordinand angd bis Gueer.
I the stary of Shnuel he recourdes that the Ambaessador of
Framee intervered orn behalf of his father, R, YTLH., This was
i 1EED o 1630 yvet before Framoce Jodwmed iv dvberFferming o
the side of the Protestante. Irn &ll probability as we ocan
Judlpge From SBhmuel?s story the Frenmech v these particoular
yvearg were whill dr suppoet of the Catholic Emperor
Fewvod lrarnd, Five years later France wder the domivatlom of
Cardimal Richeliew turmed apgainst the Germarn Cathaolic Emperor
Fesed i viamct,

I 8hmuel’ s recourting of the story of the intervenbiom of
the French Ambassadors Tweermme, he mewbioms bthat the
ambassador recedved word From Ladwipg XTIV king of Feancs

appoimtivg him Fleld marshall bo commarnd the armies of

Fy e, Fveoeays eoddtdowe of Me

(Rt

tdllat Biwvabh

LRI R ST 1L 48 LA

"Lasdwig XTIVY da
chiviously a misbake.  Acooeding to the hisborlans of the
Thirty Years War, 4t was Lowds XITT who made bhis

appochrebmert . (BE)




In these notes,

i,

X2

I elicited wsome of the historioal backgrournd

cf bebth the Menillat Eivab and the Bupplemnsrt weittben by

Re YTLM' 8 soan Bhmuel.




Chapber V

v Bporecd ab g oo

bR et

Ouwr history ds replete with great scholars whie have

wirltter major bomes on the Torah and ever suffered great

hardahips but few have soqualed the preat and majestio
sehoalacship of R YTLH, who suffered at the hamds of  prendes
too bthe point where he was almost executed. His ooenmenel sy oan

the M either drn dte ertivety o in & summary Form has

T

wors @ place v o the olassico editiors of the Mishiah rext to
Ramhi are R, Obadiah of Bartinoro. Less Mnows are his
cammentaries on the Rosb, bubt nevertheless in the himboay of

halacha they laom very lavge.

The backprownd of R YTLH' 8 1ife and works was bhe
Thirty Years War, though it was notb mimply & relipious war,
but relipgicon played a major part in wabtlbivg 4t off. The Jows
wenrre caught v bthe middle betweesr the Catholicos and the
Frotestarte, who were umited dn one aspect and that was 1o

thelr hatred feor the Jow.

Though this was a pericd of great steife and e dindous
irdalerancee nevertheless there appeared at that time bhe
begirmings of a rew enlighberment, represented by Galilleo
(18064 ~1641) arnd Reree Descartoen CLUDE-L650), the First, a
great astronomer and mathematician, the second a founder of

modern philosophical thoupght, These twoe mern began a new

%D
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eva.  Though theiv work arnd achievements did wmet have a
divect dnfluence on the Jewish scholars of that day

revertheless echoss of bthelr achievements s ol geoverios
affected Jewish scholarehip., We see this iv the 1ife and
works of Re YTLH. Tv him commerntaries and wrdtdnpge, he

exhibited a oritical scientifio approach as has already been

mebaed.  Me examined bhe Mish

B

with a oritical eve amd even

lowdeged o marusmerdpte and obher soaeces bo @licit

umclerstanding of Literary amd halachic difficuwlties,  Me had

a thorough knowledpge of mathematios and astronomy whioch he

put ber ume dw bthe calouwlations mecessary fnm many pavbts of the

(R A R R

Mimhnah and thern in wnderstanding the 3 [2195) 3/[O , bhe
Joawish calender.  He was deeply interested in philosophioal
guesntiors as we have seen Ly his commertarides on bhe Mishnab,

LIRS AR A

aved dr his pleowmses on the Glvat MaMorel, & commerntary om bhe
Buide of the Perplexed, of bthe Rambam, and in his oonmentary
o Bechinab. MHablan, weitten in his early years.

Re ¥TLM also evidernced dwn his weitidng & lnowledge of
philalegy amd ebtymolony. He examimed difFFerenmt versiorms of a
text anel noted what he thought was correct and orlpgidnal, thus
ghowling o eritical and sedentific approach,  The breadth of
him khumawdsm may alsa have beew an echo of thisg new
e} 4 pht evmmennd . It ie possible that it ie reflecked in his
commennt ary or Mivked Avot Che 31l4, which we have discussed

iv chapter 3. It dim remarbkeable 1w that a Talmuwdio mobolas

weo perasecuted by his gertile reiphbores showld give evidenos



R

wf his belief dn the buman digmity that iw vewsbod ivm all of

Beed? m umar bedings.

Withal, I must admit that R, YTLH was vned exempt From
Mim eoncensy with the swsoterio, the Kabbalah, argd dw mements
of  whbrenss ever submitting to superstition. Mo owmce darmed to
report of a farfetohed deeam that Foretold For Bim the mear
Brvridlng of his boolo. Yeat R, YTLH wmever permitted hisg love
fore the Kabbalabh oo hig private superetitions to dvheude drbo
him commentardes.  They were strdotly rabionel and adhered o

irbegrity. O the oorbrary dvy hig

commenbarien one Finde profoasd philosophical thoaught and
brcac Rumar compamm i oo

A we view the 1ife and times of R, YTLH inm the comtext of
Miwm day anmgd see bhim as pavt of the grest luaminaedies of his

¢
time, R, Yewsmbayahu MHurowits (ﬂ39@ QAED Yy Ra Jowel Bivkas

/i

24
{ 2.8 2 Yy R @Ghmuel Ediddlews o /?énTD/V )y armcl the pgreat

14
teacher of R, YTLH, R. Losw of Prague ( 52‘9/37 Yo R

YTLH emerpges an cne of the pglants of his age and Ffor ages to

CYORries o

Tt dw thevefore most surpeiosing bthat the hilagbordan
Graebz makes bthese rather anfaverable commerts comcerning R
YThHe v o

"Iy the Talmadical departmernt he could not compsre with
trerbanporary poles of distinotiorn with Samuel Fiddles
at Ostwap, Joshual Falk at Lembuweg, Joel Sivkas at
Cracow angd marmy others.  Bab {F ke was dnferdos do
them in acubernsss more properly, subbtlety, he swrepassed
them in preofuandity sl Tucdodiby”. (83
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Merreover BGraets says about R YTLH, he was wme bed ) ) et
paracrage “but his dalemts shand ouwl cevmpdonounly From the

dark bBackprowndd of the bime. " (84)

Die Rabdwowits® s hebrew tramslation of Grasts which is an

expavmlior of hie ldeas, the comments are as Followsn

010 UL lia s opd 9. 4l aom

b scorint o i A S gL S

K y:\é/r* e ROTD L2227 /I\'g?“gj\

D L2202 lleo Ll g [l Dmo DDA

(a%)

" The Rabibd (Ro YTLMH) was mobt & great light o Gaon of dhe
wmpirit to pave new paths, but dw oa dim era his Light shined
precionaly”.

Furthermore Rabidwmowlts sayss

I N ,/3@/ NiA3 N fvff/om? = ,or/ma pll

?f%v fo?b/,z/")”) //9/?) w@W ”‘)ﬁf (4272

12 DA DU N DL p/rl’@ AL DA E

(8E) \/)//'7\5//1// m/o/’?‘“‘* wr’zg)@@o

"Oyed 4F dvedeed From the solertific and logical podnt of view

Mig commentary stands below the commentaey of bthe Rambam, but

v ovarious places we oan see bhis aunthor as having olear amc
Lt

lopical view podmts®.

Ivi my examination of the comtribubticems of R, YTLH, 1
halieve that the historiarn Gragts Falls short dv dbruly
esbimatimg thig mar and his corbributioms, b de possible

that i him day, Graebty did mot bave acosss to the nany




marmserdpbs of R YTLH, woe did he examing eclosely his
commerrt ardes oo bhe Misheabh and oo the Rowsh. 0O mochk
different esstimate of Ro YTLM was made by Toherwewits who is
kricwys &m "Rav Teadr", v hie pgreat book, The Declwsors of the
Mk ki, ﬁ7/ 0/9%) NA‘?/ih o I his chapter

- ?/6’/9ﬁ NI/ /r%: y Tehervowits olassifies hin

ameont the f)VP//79A/ aviel ther he pgoes oo Far am to say!
N9 DN (/9N 932  NY Q9oh F(¥

DpLIRR.. DEAUD D1 I 5 e o299/

20 bl ffyf b _pdloel p losks _17:42C

(a7 \/7”)//9//4, N[0 f5) 5D

"Thewve was ancbther scholare, (ROYTLM)Y, drn that pgemeraticonm that
had dv his power bo bese dowr the pillare of the latter day

decisors dncluding the Shalhan Aeuh and to place v btheir

atead bteachinmgs (decisdiconmm) that come Ffrom the sooorcoes.

Tohernowits indeesd examined olosely the oommsntary o
the Mishrnah avnd evern moreso the oommentaries on bhe Rosh and
heheld the power and the strenpgbh of ROYTLHY8 lapic in
turming the dirvection of halachic developmernt away from the

Bhulharn fMruh and back to the sowees.  Thoupgh R, YTLM dicd rot

suceeed, wevertheless as Tohevreowitz: podebs out his challenge
wam Fformidable., It took & histerdian of bthe halachsa like
Tohernowd by to bruly wderstand what R, YTLH bried bo
acoemplieh., R, YTLH did mot succeed iy disloadging bthe

Shulharn Arub buat he sueceeeded v brdnging gevescat domms of

Jows olowser ta the wlbtimate souros of bthe by




Mishwmak.

Am T Lok back mow o the 1ife and timesn amg the
creavbyd but dorm of R, YTLH, I see in him anm extracedinary
rabbi.  Beset by fose sond placed dn damper of his 14Ffe, he
remecd vl &murmmwmum withaout faltering iv hilg Ffaith, His
boad ravpge of activities ie astounding in view of the
diffieoulties he sweourbered dv his path., He was a wabbi,
wethod ar,  praacher, teacher, soccial activiet, relipicous
reformes and lituwrepical poet. Few are the rabbils whe could
compara with him iwm amy one of these achievementws. His
wpirdt mever dimmed dn the micdet of &ll his troubles. MHe
left a heritage foorr Mis own Family that by hie drmsplration
arcl exanple, peoduaced rabbis, teachers and soholars cdown

throagh the peverat Lons.

ITw omy personal careecy, § Fimdd him o be a role model of
crr who maintained his faith under all olrounstrnanes, Loved
hise people v & oaring way,, amd did mobt besitate to step
dowrr armd teach the most crdinmary of people iv bthe commor
verrraeular lampuage.  His mind was apern to the scienmoes arnc
the philoscphidies of hie time.  He did mot hesitate to
irbroduce réfmrm% i bhe sywagogue and debo bhe commuanal 14 Fe

of the Jew, fAbove all he bad the couwrage of his oomviobd oo,

I oecmclude with & sertence from R, Moses Zakoob?s, sulopy for

Rabheair Yom Tovs
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(2l DL 300 o/ 72 [2

"Min heart embreaced all the profunmdities and seorets of

Jewlish 1ife."”
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