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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
New York School 

Report on the Rabbinic Dissertation Submitted 

by 

Jill Kreitman 

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for Ordination 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF YOM TOV LIPPMAN HELLER 

Ms. Kreitman's thesis blends detacned scholarship with familial 

commitment. It is on the one hand a penetrating and analytical 

introduction to Yorn Tov Lippman Heller, and on the other a 

reverential rediscovery of the author's direct ancestor. 

Serendipiously, the author's apple has fallen by no means distant 

from her ancestral tree. In her are reflected her forbear's 

scholarship, idealism, charisma, dynamism, courage, outspokenness, 

and within the traditional perimeters of our faith, his liberalism, 

flexibility, adaptiveness, providence and uncompromising devotion 

to the core values implicit in Revelation. 

Ms. Kreitman's study of Yorn Tov Lippman Heller provides an 

excellent interface between the sage and his surrounding society. 

Born in Wallerstein, Bavaria in 1579, Heller lived through the 

turbulent times preceding and during the Thirty Year's War, dying 

in Cracow in 1654. His life is an encapsulation of the history of 

Central Europe during this period of the Prague, Vienna, Lublin and 

other great European centers of Jewish and general creativity, and 

of disasters and intrigues within the Jewish community and without, 

and often connectible one to the other. It is also the story of a 

towering figure, devoted to his faith and his people, ready 

prophetically and even sacrificially to peruse the right and the 



wronged, to teach the ignorant and those unaware of the·ir 

ignorance, to improve the quality of Jewish life and above all 

Jewish religious life; and to provide literary models in the form 

of liturgical poetry, commentaries and above all his priceless 

autobiographical Megillat Evah. 

Ms. Krei tman' s thesis devotes chapters to the historical context of 

Yom Tov Lippman Heller, his work as commentator and educator, his 

achievements as liturgist, religious philosopher and humanist, his 

Megillat Evah and the supplement by his son, Samuel, and a summary 

appreciation. Taken together, these chapters form a concise 

analysis of the totality of Yom Tov Kippman Heller's legacy. They 

reveal a comprehension of his vast and varied writings, and an,, 

understanding of both their religious expression and their 

contextual significance. They reveal as well as through competence 

in his Hebrew texts such as few of our students are ever able to 

achieve, and an insight into their exegetical and sociopolitical 

significance that bespeak the author's broader knowledge and mature 

insight. 

It is therefore with the greatest of pleasure and equivalent pride 

that I recommend the acceptance of this thesis. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Martin A. Cohen 
Professor of Jewish History 



•• a rabbi, teacher and community l•adar to follow in the 

footmteps of our graat anc•stor Rabbi Vom Tov Lippman 

He l. 1 ei)r,, .............. ~ .. ~~ ........ f'~.J.J. ... 2..1..L .... , .;·,, l"1d yo 1.1 imt11;,1, 11 ·t; &cli\ r.::h t h i. ri~ t t.::• y <::• u r 

ch :l l drem •••• 

I will foravar chariah in my h•art and in mind with all my 

mtrength and all my baing tha loving instruction, support and 

Ha haa taught m• th• path 

and sharad with ma th• gr•at apark that burn• so 
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A faw y•ara back my father and I visited Iaraal. The 

second morning of our atay in Jaruaal•m my fath•r called m• 

to tell me about a pleasantly •urpriaing incident that 

occurr•d that morning. A man by the name of Joshua Lidor had 

Israel and phoned him in his hotel early that morning. 

introducing himaelf by nama, h• aaked my fath•r two 

Ia your gr•at-grandfather'• nama Eliezar Dovid, 

an•w•red yea to both queationa h• Joyously exclaimed, "we are 

cc::11..1•:i.1•·1nr.''. Thi• reawakened my fathers' childhood memories, 

when he learned from tha lips of hia father, Yaakov, about 

the Kraitman family's proud claim of da•cant from Rabbi Yorn 

I joined my father later on for lunch and met with our 

newfound couaina whoa• original nama waa Lederman, their 

mother waa • Kraitman. Ha told ua that hi• mother had a 

from the Nazis, aha buried it aomawhara in Antwarp and it i• 

Rt that time I had baan admitted to the rabbinic 

achool of Hebrew Union Collage - Jewish Institute of Religion 

and I waa making plan• for my future career •• • rabbi. :r 

b•came curioua about our gr•at anca~tor and hi~ plae• in 

My fath•r who had taught Miahnah and Cod•~ 
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••rv•d •• rabbi wa• familiar in th• main with Rabbi Vom Tov 

incident piqu•d my curiosity about Rabbi Vom Tov Lippman 

Heller and hi~ life and I daterminad at that tim•~ that when 

th• opportunity arose to do my senior th••i•~ I would •••k to 

learn about Rabbi Vom Tov Lippman Heller and writ• about hi• 

achievement• and accomplishments. 

! am grat•ful to the faculty of the Hebr•w Union 

College - Jewi•h Institute of Religion and most particularly 

Or. Martin Cohen, Prof•••or of Hi•tory f~ft having permitt•d 

me to write my ••nior th••i• on, Th• Life and Tim•• of Rabbi 

Vom Tov Lippman Hell•r. 

The first chapter i• a e•n•ral ovarvi•w of th• lif• of Rabbi 

Vom Tov Lippman Heller and hi• major achi•vement•. 

second chapter, I examined Rabbi Vom Tov Lippman Heller'• 

approach to hi• eommentari•• and to Jewish Education. 

in this chapt•r to deacribe more closely th• goals and 

rang• of inter••t•~ among th•m b•ing philolo~y, th•ology and 

In this aecond chapter I 

d•&erib• another major work of Rabbi Vom Tov Lippman Haller, 

hi& commentary on th• Ro•h~ R~bb•inu Aah•r b•n Yichi•l~ and 



Rabbi Yom Tov Lippman H•ller'• efforts to populariz• Jawiah 

ordinary man and women. In tha third chapter we ••• Rabbi 

Yom Tov Lippman Haller aa a rabbi concarnad with the rituals 

meditation& for the preparation for prayer. 

Rabbi Yom Tov Lippman Hellar ia described in hi• role aa a 

raligioua philoaophar, theologian and Kabbaliat. 

fourth chapter I axamina tha main hiatorical work of Rabbi 

In this chapter, I summarize this extramaly important 

work and comment on it• historical background. All 

tranalationa in this tha&i• ar• mina. In tha fifth chapter, 

I pra•ant my personal appreciation of Rabbi Yom Tov Lippman 

Haller •• ona of the ~raat rabbi& of hi• •a• and possibly of 

To ma Rabbainu Yom Tov ia tha exemplar of tha 

Tharain I contrast the evaluation of of 

Rabbi Ymo Tov Lippman Haller by Hainrich Braatz, in his 

with that of Hayim 

I H Tt"c l f.\\1'11'"1'1'; 1··1 ,\'~··::it"1flH1'>~I 3 m II "''''.:.,":,,., .. ,, .. •,',',.;'t',.,,,::t .. ,..,., .. ,.,, ,J,i';t~.r..,..,:l~u\11••1.'//.,,,.;r,,:,~,,,.,.,, II 
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I wiah to acknowled~a with pr~found gratitude my th••:i.a 

adviaor, Dr. Martin Cohen who haa bean to ma not only a 

teacher and guide but a warm and loving fr:i.and. Dr. Cohan 

ha• helped ma in my atudiaa at tha Collage and guided me 

toward th• goal• which I hope to achiav• in the rabbinata. 

He haa helped to auata:i.n ma in moma difficult momenta I 

encountered during thi• year. 

new viataa of understanding our Jaw:i.ah people and ha• ahown 

me how •xciting Jewiah acholarahip can ba. ·ri:::1 h:i.m I w:1.1:1. 

forever ba grateful. 

I alao acknowledge th• help of my dear father who gave ma 

unatintingly of hi• vaat knowledge of rabbinic literature and 

Ja~i•h life, to whom I dedicate thi• thaa:i.m. 

In honor of both of th••• great man I pronounce the bl•••ing 

Whan on• behold• paraona diatinguiahad in the atudy of Torah. 
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Bl•~••d im Adonai our Bod? Ruler of tha univaraa who aharaa 

tha Divina W:i.adom with tho&a who ravara tha Divine. 

May tha wisdom of thaaa two taachara evar ~uatain ma in the 

path I hava chosen. 

\}\ 



l'I 'I 
"' 

Chapter I 

S..12!i Vmm. I9¥ Lui.r;u1man. .M•l lttr.! in :!tb• IM:tli hlD 2f ,Hi.a 
IirtHll 

Lippman Hell•r <R. VTLH>, known popul•rly by the title of hi• 

commentary Im•a:fu tom !9)!.• In uYldertak:lng thi• th••i• I 

iY1voke the words of R. VTLH iYI hi• iYltroducticm to ~ 

fUVAQ• 

~\.:df0 :J:~ ,{\' ~"-\ \ ~3 ·~, ,::JS?..t k 1 ~ \ :§ ~ J c_,:lq> ~~ j" '"" 

thi• m•rit him to be ••v•d from &YI)' such troub1•s 11
• 

R. VTLH w•• ccmsid•r•d 0Y1e of the giaY1ts cf rabbh'lie 

learY1iY1Q iYI the SeveY1teeY1th CeY1tury. Hi• ecmtributioY1s to 

rabbiYlie learYliYIQ •Yid ed•.,u:::at ioYI were joiYled to am active 

the true Rabbi. R. VTLH was oYI• of' the great rabbis of his 

he was persecuted and eveYI betrayed by his owYI P•ople. R. 

perilou• life that he led where he was Y1early put to death, 

yet withal he emerged triumphaYlt iYI hi• faith. 

Rabbeinu VTLH was born in 1379 :I.YI Wallerstein, Bavaria. 

\ 



1. 

H:ls father, R. Nath•n the HaL•vi, died at the age of eighteen 

betf'or• R;, VTL.H was bCtrri. He was rai•ed by hi• paternal 

grandfather R. Moses Wallerstein who was considered the chief 

rabbi of all Germany at that time. He studied in th• Yeshiva 

of R. Jacob Ginsburg in Friedburg. R. VTLH was sponsored and 

supported •t this yeshiva by hi• wealthy futur• 

father-in-law, AharoYI AshkeYiazi of Prague. Thi• wealthy mt\l\YI 

saw that R. VTLH was the rno•t gifted studeYit there arid h• 

arranged for hi• daughtar to marry him. A l•U•Yid is told 

about the couple, that their marriage did not go too well. 

R. VTLH was short, scrawny and homely looking, but his wife 

wa• a true beauty. This rich girl looked with disdaiYI upoYI 

VTL.H •Yid waYited to separat• from him. But VTLH went to his 

father-in-law aYid said, "give me a helf of an hour with your 

daughter so that I may save this marriage". So the couple 

sat down together aYid R. VTLH eHplained to hi• wif• that wheYi 

they ware both in heaveYi w•itiYig ir1 line for the allotment of 

their physical characteristic• aYid oth•r attributes, he was 

dast iYied to receive the best of physical eharacterist ic:t11h 

But his wife was not so de•tined, oYi the contrary she was to 

be homely and short arid pale. So R. VTLH ••id, 11 I Yieed not 

such fine physical characi:terist ics, I'm a maYi. For yo1,., •• a 

woman it i• more important to po••••• beauty. So X let you 

have my place iYI the line", said R. VTLH. After R. VTLH told 

her thi• story his wife said in disbelief, "this ean not be 

true". R. VTLH took her over to the' mirror and said, let us 

fac:• this mirror and see wh•t our dastir1y wo1..tld have beenM 

:· 
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There ir1 the mirror.- Yorn Tov lc::•oked tall and hi!U"1dsome and his 

wife was homely and drawn. rt was at that moment the his 

w:lf'a fell in love w.ith him and they t"emained married. <1> 

This wife that i• •poken about in thie legend bore him one 

daughter, Rachel. After his first wife's death R. YTLH 

married a women by the 'l"1arne of Rachel. R•c:hel bore him five 

sons. - Their names were Shmuel, Abraham, Moses, Levi, and 

Yehudah Lev. R. VTLH' s son Shrnuel wrote a supplernent to his 

da1.tghtera, their names were• Nisal, Raisel, Rebbec:a, and 

Dovrish. Rebbeca died when she was young. Dovrish married 

Shmuel the son of Yaacov Sat Sheva of Treunberg, known as 

.Jacob Sa•ch. UU .Jacob Basch would l•ter corne to th• aid of 

R. YTLH in his distreaa. 

After R. YTLH c::ornpleteci:t his studies in Friedburg he went 

to study in the Yeshiva of Prague whic::h was preaided over by 

R. .Judah Loew the son of Sezalel known as the Maharal of 

Prague. The Maharal of Prague was know'l"1 in legend as the 

fashioner of the Golem who saved the .Jewish c::!'ommun:lty from a. 

gt"eat oatastrophe. R. YTLH also stucU.ed with R. Ephraim 

Lunohitz who was the 1.b bu .. !U.n and ohief rabbi of' Prag.ue. 

Nevertheless R. YTLH co'l"1Sidered th• Maharal hi11 main teacher 

and mentor and he mer1tio'l"1s him tirne and again in his 

commentaries. 

There is a legend teild, that my father heard from his 

I I 
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father. When R. VTLH was a young lad in the yeshiva of the 

Maharal, the Maharal asked the studer1ta why the WJ!bn1.b. :ls 

studied :ln coMmeMorat:lon of the death of a fellow Jew. A 

'fellow 11tuder1t by the nam•-c0' Raphael, who later on betrayed 

R. VRLH said ,that the letters in f!lj1br11h also spell ni.1b1m!'i\\b., 

•oul. The M.aharal auggeat•d that ther• :ls a more profound 

meaning and turned to Vom Tov. R. VTLH sa:ld, the f!li1bn1.b, is 

the ,oundat:lon of· the Pharasa:lc teach:lY1g• aY1d baa:le to these 

teachings :ls the ccmcept of _f..1.:J1fY~) .. ,.J_).,~~.~ ,, 

resurrection. The Saduc:ees d•n:l•d resurrection. Hence we 

read the f!li.1tm1b. at the t :I.me of ~iBbl:iH!U! or 11bh!I , as an 

aff:lrmat:lon of resurrection. The Maharal kissed R. VTLH cm 

h:ls forehead and predicted that he would be a great rabbi :ln 

t :lme to coMe. FroM then on came the enmity between Raphael 

and R. VTLH. <3> 

At the age of eighteen he was appointed a dOYID in 

Prague. (4) He served in that office for twemty e:l ght years. 

It was during th:ls period that he wrot• his major 

C(l)mMantarie• cm the M:lshnah and on RabbeiYtU Asher ban 

Veahiel, known as the R(l)ah. Jr1 the year 16215, R. VTLH was 

•l•cted rabbi of Nicketlsburg, Moravia. IY1 the fololow:lng 

Vienna he aerved with great di&t:l.nctior1 and honor as chief 

rabbi having many ardent fol lowers. In V:lenr11a he 

demonstrated his great skill as a community leader. It was a 

period where the Jews lived scattered in various houses that 

I 
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did not belong to them. They were at the mercy of the 

burghurs and the laY1dlords who at their pleasure and 

c::onven:l.enae would expell the Jews from their homem. R. VTLH 

won from King Ferdinand II for th• Jews a parcel of laY1d on 

the other •:I.de of the Danube which was later known as 

Leopoldstadt. <3> It was in this quarter that the Jews were 

able tc:i bu:l hi their c•wn homes and synagc•gu••· This Jewish 

quarter was connec::ted with the main c:::lty by a small draw 

bridge. R. VTLH also won from King Ferdinand II the right of 

the Jew to go about without identifying b•dges. H• wc.n the 

right for them to have their own t~ade centers • All in all 

the Jew was granted a certain degree of autonomy. King 

Ferdinand II was on the whole favorably disposed towards the 

Jew, but by pres111ure of the Catholic clergy he rel uctaY1t ly 

consented to obl :I.gate the Jews, at least two hundred c:•f them 

Saturday mornings. <6> Though R. VTLH had gaiY1ed prestige aY1d 

honor in Vie1Y1na, Y1everthless he sought to return to Prague 

the city where he spent his youth and where he would be in 

the c::ompaY1y of great scholars. When the Maharal of Prague 

died, R. VTLH was invited to reti..trY1 to Prague as ahief rabbi 

and ~. As reflected in his autobiography, Mt!Dill~i. 

li~!Ut the leaders of the Vienna Jewish community pleaded 

with him to stay, and were willing to raise hi• salary two 

fold. But R. VTLH returned, to Prague to be cheif rabbi CAY1d 

" I 
I . 



This was the per-iod kr1own in history as the Thirty Years 

War, which lasted from UUS - 1648. It begam a11 a c:lvi l war 

between Protestants and Roman Cathol :las :Ln the German 

political power. The mair1 cause of the war wa• a:n old rooted 

host :l l ity between the German Pr-otestar1ts and the German 

Cathol ic:s. Ir1 1608 the Protestants organized the Evangel :I.cal 

Union arid the Oathol io11 four1ded the Holy Leaague. The eivi l 
I 

war began in Bohemia and spread throughout the countries of i 

Western Europe. The Bohemian Prote•tants removed the 

Catholio King Ferdinand fror11 the throne and chose the 

Protestant Fr-edaric, elector of Palatine, in Ferdinand's 

place. Ir1 16i!O Ferd:l.na\"1d decisively defeated the Bohemiar1s 

in the famous battle c•f the White Mu11 .. mtair1. As a 

cor1seq uence, Cat ho 1 oe :I. am aga i l"• became the st ate re 1 i g ion. < 7) 

It was during this period of the battle of the White Mountain 

that Fer-dir1and I l stretched out his protect ir1g hand to the 

Jewish community which had been in a perilous predicament 

frc::•m both the Protest amt and Cathol :le zealots. 

d•y was ocmsic:lared by the Jews of Prague a day of special 

salvation from the har1ds of their ememies. The rabbis of the 

aommu'l"tity ordained the day to be a fast day as a rflltmemberance 

of God's me~ey and that evening to be a time of 

r-ejoia:l.ng. <S> To use the words of the 

deeree, ...... , ............. . ....... ~-:i...l~ '~ .... ~.0~1 £.: \ ~ . , .. :A)\) ~.J__. 



it"1trotrh.u:ti0Yt before these slichot of R. VTLH probably writtam 

by a succ-1u1usor ratl>bi i\"1 the oomrnuYtity, which ccmtaiYts the 

historical bau::kgrouYtd of the 1.t:l:!ttuu. wr:lttey, by R. VTLH. 

Thill is lat"• importamt historical doaumemt which was published 

by A. M. HaberMcilU"• for thee f:l rst t :lrne iYt the aYtthology 

b.imbv2~, Yoro !S!:it• The ct1ocurneY1t states 1 

n \ Q 
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t·h• 14th day of' H•shvan were eompoaed by the t'!!l.2n, the 1t!. bf!~. 

G1.J.n and the head ma•t•r of th• V••hiva, h• :l• the author of 

community, th• great Saon, the master R. Vom Tov who i• known 

aa Lippman, may God watch ov•r h:lrn and bl••• him. He <R .. 

VTLH> wrote a• an {ntroduet ion (to the al igb~:ti > th:l• 

historic::al baekground• And :lt was in the days of Matthias 

the Roman Emperor who ruled over Germany, Hungary and Bohemia 

in the year 15378, he Journeyed f'rom the place of' the thro\"1e 

in the capital city of Prague to the c:lty of Vi•nna.. Then 

there arose some off ic•r• of Bohemia and they made a 

aonspiracy amc:I they enter•d th• f'ortre11us :ln Prague where 

there dwelt the chief princes of the emperor •. And they took 

from them three men and threw them out the window into the 

valley and they shot them with arrrow• but they manag•d to 

esmape. < 10> And when they <these rebel 1 :loue officer•> saw 

that they lost favor in th• eyes of their king, <Emperor> 

they then placed upon themselves officers and subaltern• and 

gathered unto themselves a big array and then the S:mperor also 

In the year 3379 Emperor Matthias died and Ferdinand the son 

of the uncle of Matthias, Duke K•rlos, who already during the 

I; 
I 
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lifetirne <of Matthias) was au•·1r-1o:lr-1ted King by the people of 

Bohemia and Hltngary uo that he would rule over thern upoY1 the 

death of Emperor Matthias. As :lt turned out they rebelled 

and they erowned for themselves a King, Frederic of Paltz 

Grab, one of the Dukas of the capital and they erowned h:lrn in 

Prague :ln the rnoY1th of 1:1ttib~tUh 5380, h:lrn, h:ls wife who :ls 

the daughter of the K:l.Y1g of England, and he battled with 

Emperor Ferdinand. The troops of the Emperor pursued him and 

his army unt :l l cm the s:hcth day of the wen1k, the tenth of 

Hl!t!ib~An 5381 the ent ire m :I. t y was f u 11 of commot :I. ems saying 

that the army of the emperor is coming close to Prague and is 

only a m:l le away. AY1d on the fi.rUlt day, th• twelfth day of 

Heshvan when mcirn:lng ro1111t they- .Joined in battle and many of 

the .Jews were foread to build m<:tunds and dykes that are knowr-1 

•• 1b1n11Mn• And the battle reached a el:lrnaH at the White 

Mountain <which :ls in fror-1t of Prague> ur-1t:ll the time of 

Minhah. The force of the Emperor prevailed aY1d they killed 

many of' the people of Bohemia, aboltt 10, 000, the rest emu:::-aped 

to the mountain by way of the Mount of Orchards that 

surrounded the city and they pursued them until the gate. 

That night the soldiers could not sleep amd were restless and 

they were a-fraid to rerna:l "'' i Y• the fccrtress. They went to the 

old city, that is the entire army with the king and the 

queen, who the rebellious people had crowned. That night the 

army of the Emperor er-1tered the fortress. And also the smMl l 

place made peace with them. On the seoond day of the week, 

the thirteenth day of Heshvan early in the morning, Fredereic 

I 
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cu•·1d his wife escuaped for their livea aY1d they fled from the 

land and th•t entire day and the day after, the third day of 

the week, the fourteenth day of Heshvan, the people of the 

old place with whc:•m we dwell and al•C:• the new place did not 

make peace. We were in great trouble until iY1 the ev1miY1g 

when they called for peace. God granted us favor and grace 

before the offieers of' the army and the appoi Y1ted guards in 

our street•. Thus the Emperor established. May God 

recompense him for all of his good directing all the officers 

of his army not to touch any Jew either physically or his 

property, but should watch ewer them carefully. Homes fi..tl l 

of much substay1ee were booty for the army the emt ire rnoY1th 

but the Jews were Y1ot touched. Therefore because of all that 

is written in the letter, the sages of Prague, their leaders 

affirmed with the agreemt.imt t:tf the 1tt t!l:ft. li!i.rJ., the ~ R. 

Isaiah i.!.Jilb., who had travelled to the holy land, to make the 

fourteeY1th day of tfl!lb~![I a clay of rnemoriial to rernernber the 

miracle of the Holy One. To remember this iY1 prayer amd 

thanksgiving and to make possible the ransoming of' captives 

and to observe fastiY1g i..tntil high l:!lirlbib all those who have 

begun to fast, maY1 and woman alike, because womeY• were also 

iY1 this miracle. At evening M..&Y1b1b we shall rise from our 

fasting aY1d we will rejoic:te in Gc:•d's t1u'AlvatioY1 because He 

helped us by His graeiousY1es11a. So may He help ... ,. and never 

abandon us forever. Amev·1 Arnem. 

It is to be noted that in the wording of thi& introduction, 

there are many elemeY'lts c:•f the style of l:!l!YiL I & . .ii .fE1tbgr. 

1 

•.1 
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Thirty Years War, C161S> •••••• 

' w '~ ~~ "' ~~s- :;}'~ '7>2>N ~ob\~:)~~)) S~ ..... :vQ_;:li ':) 
(11>~-U_ .. :il'.2'.:Jl'-" ~"'" ~~. \.~ .~~~ ... ~Q.' .. ~~ .. 
"The aau••th trembled f'rorn the so1.n"1ds of the clashing of knight 
and warrior in the days of Emperor Matthias, for there was 
not sc:•laee r1or peace." 

Ir1 the 11111arn• 11 ~!ii!bl. he refers to the rebel l ic:•i.ua Duke, Frederic: 

of Palat:lY1e who was crowned by the Protestants. as king in 

place of Ferdinand. 

"The crown of the kingdom was placed like a diadem on his 
head and ar1nointed him as king l!IUllyir1g he wi 11 oomfort us. 
The enemies of the Jews in thei'I"" deviousness conspired to 
•wallow us alive. 0' Lord you did not abandon me and place 
me in thie'I'' hands to destroy me and e>epel 1 m.e." 

Ir1 th is sauna 1.l is!l.1., R. YTLH refe'l"s tc:i the Prague 

defene111trat ion. 

(!It>_~~ ~t.bl ~:ii.1 ~~~' \Ci·!>\ fi'i) ·\1\(>':» _}~ ~ 
"Through the window they threw out ibhose who sat in .judgement 

in order to strengthen j1.u1t ic:l'e 11
• 

Ir1 another sl ieha R. YTLH refe'l"s to the victory c:•f the White 

Mountain. 

~ ..:J:::J'>.J~ LI ~D ~ ... ~.ilbl ... \Q~.J ,':_):t\~ \ ~Vi-~' ~ '•:>J)'.J.:) \'~ 
( 13) _f,;?.~~~ ....... :~~·~:,) ~~·· \~\.::ilh~.;:)~ ~.Q\ 'y.'i) ' ~~··~ ~ \ 1 ~~~ 



" 0\"1 the rn<::•t.tl"1taiY1s they fled aY1d they said, " let 1..ts flee 

eonqu•r•d the eity. This is your port iol"1 amd this :ls y¢tur 

lot• II 

R. VTLH idant i fies the dlii\te aY1d the month of the Jewiah 

salvation. 

- .;J-:\~ ~I 1 
') ~ ~~"' ~;) , D.....,1s:'. . .\i.:'SH . .1 :f--1~ 

<14> e )\ .. ~ ~~. '")~~ ~·"~Si..3' ~j .. ~; .. ~' .... ..:;t.r:.r::L 
"In the year (5) 3EU, the mol"tth of l.2.9.I ... U::b!lh'!•n> o\"1 the 

four-teenth day in the the evening we fouY1d r-edempt ion and 

salvation". 

R. VTLH dec:trtHtd that thesa mlh!~Y:t.¢.im. be recited il"1 the 

synagogues of Pragi.te. R. YTLH' s il"1trodt.tot icm al"td these 

..Jewish predieamemt during the Thirty Years War-. 

Tht!HUSP diffiet.tlt years of the Thirty Years War- eat.tsed 

King Fer-dinand II great eeonomie troubles1 the war-s had 

depleted his tr-easury. He tt.tr'l"1ed to the Jewish eor11r11uY1ity who 

were 1..mder his pr-oteetiol"t for- special taxes tc• replenish his 

treasury. He plaeed upol"1 the Jewish community il"1 Pragt..U! i\nd 

its environs 40, 000 flore\"1 to be paid anY1ual ly. A. YTLH was 

them appointed the head of the C"ommist0¢tn for the al loci\t icm 

of taxes. ( 1f5) He was compel led by virtt.te of beil"lfil the leader­

of the oommul"lity of Pr-ague to accept this office. Here his 

troubles began. The Jewish eommul"lity at this time was filled 



with a number of contentioua parties. One group of 

maleontents acct..llled R. YTLH for favor:l.Y1g the rich to the 

detriment of the poor in allc:•catiY1g taxes. This acousatioY1 

WliUi i roYlic i "'' that A. YTl .. H was one who embodied a senau1 of 

integrity and gave his substanee to the poor. It is told 

that upon his death iY1 Crac<ttw he did not leave enough rt10Y1ey 

to pay for his shrouds. (16> This accusation was just a 

subterfuge. Their real desire was to depc:•se R. YTl..H. So 

they added on the accusat ioY1 that :iY• his cort1rt1eY1taries he 

showed coY1tempt f¢1r the state iii\Y1d the Ernperor iii\Y1d affronted 

Christ iamity. This latter accusat ior1 became a serious 

offense. Little did these betrayers realize that these 

accusations of the Rabbi would be placing the entire Jewish 

cornmuni ty at peri 1. R. YTl..H was arrested and placed in 

chaiY1s, aY1d br¢iught to VienY1a, the seat of King Ferdinand 

II. (17> R. YTLH was brought to trial on the fifth day of 

remeberance for al 1 his desc::endemts. R. YTl..H was que•t i<:med 

by a commission of Catholic clerics about his putative insult 

to Christianity in his writings. This setting demonstrated 

the gravity of the situation. Among the acccusations was 

that his 1.use c:•f _ fh\ ...... \~2..,~, which was one of the 

dual commeY1t/A\rie111 0Y1 the Rosh <RabbeiY1u Asher bem Yichiel >, 

showed ccmtempt fc:ir the kiY1g and his other 

cornmeYl'b ary _........ , .... -j-~~ .. D , .£ D~--·· was an :l Y1d i rect offemeu1 

to Christianity poking fun at the host. (1S> R. YTLH was also 

quest iomed why he chc•se tc:• venerate the Talrot..ld, and 
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the Talrnud should be burm.'\ld. R. YTLH parried these c:p .. test ic1r1s 

skillfully, pointing out that the Talrnud is the Oral Law of 

the Jew amd is the authoritative writir1g for the Jew e.md that 

it in no way directs itself' to Christians. The gentiles 

mentioned in the Talrnud are the pagan and idol worshippers of 

the pre-Christian era. Withal his trying, Rabbeinu YTLH was 

cor1demned to be e>eec:H.tted. 

It took a great deual of per111u.tasior1 arid pre111u1ure f'rorn the 

11b1ll!JU1t:1hfh the intercessors, rn<ttst partic1,.tlarly f'rorn his 

frhmd and his daughte'Y' Oovrish' s f'ather-ir1-law, Jaeob Basch 

of T"l"eunberg to suspemd his senter1ce. A heavy fir1e was 

placed upon R. YTLH which was later reduc:ed. His boc:cks were 

to be destroyed, but that decree was later reduced tc• ,just 

'Y'ernc:cv i ng offensive pas1uages. But or-.e pur1 i shrner1t cou 1 d not be 

cha'l"1.ged, which R. YTLH cor1s i dered as rnc:•st crue 1 and that was 

that he ec•uld r10 lor1ger hold the pc•st of Rabbi ir1 Bohemia, 

Moravia and Austria. 

It r1eeds to be noted here that King Ferdir1ar1d I I was 

favo'Y'ably dispc•sed tee the Jews ia'l"1d prcctected thern irn rnorner1ts 

of great c'Y"isis but the aecusations against R. YTLH were so 

grave that the King had no other recourse but to deal with 

them in a serious way. If this had been with another King, 

in a different time, the entire Jewish cornrnunity would have 

been in per i 1. 
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e'l"1t ire Ger"mav-1 empire c\i\nd w&mdered c•ff to Pc:•hmd. His f i rat 

position in Poland was in Nemirov, a city that suffered so 

whieh he wrc:•te speeial hil'l21!.• From Nemirov he wemt on to ·t;he 

rabbinate in Ludmir which is in the provence of Volhinia 

bordering with Poland. The'l"1 R. VTLH was elected to the 

rabbinate in the great city of Cracow in Poland on the 

Vistula River in 1543. Cracow was considered one of the 

great Jewish cemters :l.'1"1 Poland, the W~raine amd Volhinia. R. 

VTLH considered this as Sod's recompense to him for all of 

his sorrows a'l"1d he set the date the first day of ~. the 

his community and he was O'l"1e of the repre1u.mtatives and 

leaders in the Council of the Four Lands and the Lithuanian 

Co•.mei 1, whieh was a'l"1 c•ffshoc:•t of the ~ <Co1..mei l C•f the 

Four Lands>. Here agair1 he ca1..tsecl oppo'l"1e'l"1ts becau1!H.? of his 

uncompromising integrity. 

It was the unfor"tunate custom in those days that the 

rabbinate wc\i\s bought by rich fathers for their sons or 

sons-in-law by bribing the local officials. 

This unfortunate practice is reflected in R. VTLH's 

oomme'l"itary C•'I"• Pirkei Avc:•t 11e. The Mish'l"1ah stc\i\teeu 

~~~. ~ _:n. .. ~ ~~ .~~ ~~ ...... -dJ.&~ 
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"Make for yourself a teacher and buy <aequire> for yourself a 

eompanior1 11
• 

R. VTLH quotes his teaeher the Maharal of Prague who noted 

that the Mishneh does nc:•t 

say --· .. ___ 3_\_...N_~...._~¥-·.JJ. l (p .... , _, "b1..'y ( 

acquire> a student, R. VTLH comrnemts:i 

'N 3:b ~).)~~.:JJ ~~~~ ... :il§ .. ·'~~:tl~s: '~~~./) \'.\c:dQ /. 

!,i l i:.£]' JI~ ~'.2, D e ri. .l bl :2:\£ i:::q/:bL.. ;::o ~ .. 
.... ... ~ . .J) .. ~ \~ ') \ ~ ~-- f. ' .. ~~~ .Q., ~~ :.d \.Jbl N 

"It is not proper to do such a thing. That is for one to 

make himself into a rabbi and to say to others learn from rne, 

as has become the custom in these lands". 

It is obvoious from this comment that in the days of the 

Maharal of Prague and in R. VTLH's days not only rabbinic 

posts were on sale but so were the positions of t9§b~i 

er1rolled in the aeadernies with the promise of stipemds. 

Local offic:ials were bribed so thtll\t r1aw yeshivc: .. b were 

establ :I.shed for 1..mwc•rthy arid 1..tnqutll\l i fied head masters eorni rig 

from rich homes. This caused a degeneration and 

demoraliza:bior1 of the Jewish comm1..tnity. Mar1y times some of 

the leading rabbis inveighed against this praetiee but it was 

to no avail. R. VTLH revived and affirmed this ban against 

this practice of buying the rabbinate. <19> The communities 

took riot ice of this bar1 arid so he acq1..1ired new emernies who 

sought t~ depose him for the rabbinate of Ludmir. But this 

time R. VTLH prevailed. 

I 

I 
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It was this particular period when the Chmielnitsky 

pogroms took place. One of the cities which was hardest hit 

by the Cossack barbarians was the city of Nemirov where R. 

YTLH had been the ra~bi. He was heartbroken, over the 

slaughtering and maming of the Jews and raping of the women. 

slaughtered by the Cossaks in Nemirov. At first R.VTLH 

refused, saying that this persecution and slaughter was a 

repetition of the slaughters that became a part of Jewish 

history. He said that the slichot of old should be repeated 

for the martyrs of Nemirov. <eO> He claimed it was quite 

different then the incidents in Prague where they were saved 

by the intervention of the king. <e1> He finally heeded their 

plea aY1d he wrc•te a r·1• . .trnber of !.l i,9b2i. for the twentieth day 

of iiY!n which commemorated the terrible slaughter 

of ~;-r~ .~. _1648 and 1649. 
I 

And so R. YTLH lamentsa 

-~:'.~~~ ~~~,-~~~~p~~l>I.~~~ 
~-~\ ~ ~:u. ·;J ~- ~ .,j~\ :1-·D-....... :;t .j~) 

-----·-.. ~~~~4-...... ~~~W~?~ .. <ee> ____ _ 

"The kingdom of Pc•hmd where we have sett led c•f yore ii\\Y1d 

lived in peace and tranquility •••• 

The year C•f "OJ!..!." ( 1642> amd ":'1..i.t" < 1649>, we have much tc• 

lament, we the tl?hi ldren of yc1ur beloved C•Y1es." 
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c:d" .... 2.'~C..Ln...1L, starts with the 

words _,,,,; , .. ~ll..'J::.i2.~ ... d)'b~ ~ .... rerttil"1ieent c•f the 

rnartyrc:•logy at the Col"1el usic:m c•f the r.o.!:\Saf, servicee c,.r, Yorn 

"These I rernernber with abur1dance of tears and with bitter 

thur1derous ery. Wo ur1tc• rne whem :C rernernber twice., there was 

nothing evi 1 1 i ke th is frorn the day we went i r1 e,. ile. "Ti\¥:., 

"mhl~" <1648) this year we thought it to be God's garden 

where every rnan would go up for his rightful portior1o <a~4) 

not only that it was a year of the affliction of 

Cholera_. ___ 'i)~J ~~U~ ......... "· 

It was during this period with its devistation and 

killings that so rnar1y of the Jewish wornen beeame 

Agur1ot (ar1chored wornen - those wornem whose husband had 

disappeared without any evidence of their death>. R. VTLH 

took a leading role in what is known in halachie literature 

as 

~"-~...I~ ····• the l"etntedying of th• plight of 



the Agunah. He sought every possible way within the halachah 

to release these unfortunate women from the status of Agunah 

and permit them to remarry. (le5) 

After the cessation of these upheavals many Jews who had 

beem bapth:ed by force returned tc• J1..1daism a'l"1d brought with 

them chi ldre'1"1 who had lost their paremts a'1"1d had beem brought 

up as Christ ia'l"1s. l'l"r c•rder to ide'l"rt i fy them properly i'l"1 

terms of their blood relations, so they should not marry 

anyone of forbidden decrees, identifying tags were placed 

around their necks and worn into adulthood. In all 

probability, R. VTLH took a leading part in this matter, as 

he did in the alleviation of the plight of the agunot at the 

synod in Lublin in 1650. <es> R. VTLH lived out his years in 

Cracc•w with great ho'l"10l" revered by all a'l"1d he died on the 
II 

s:I. >eth day of llJLl 1654. ·--.:1~· 

On the tablet, 0'1"1 the wal 1 of the courtyard c•f the 

synagoguet in Cracow which is known as the sy'l"1agogue of the 

Ramah <R. Mc:111aeu1 Isserles> there is inscribed a 1 im~t of the 

rabbis who served the great cc•mrnunity c•f Cracc•w amd the dates 

of their death. <17> It begins with1 
11 \ 

~ l ~l ... ~~c ~'.:LI ~~~~. :e~\. ~'~ 
and ends with1 

~')~ .~1:..~ .~l:L .. ~-~.ib)::! ~~2 ~ 
Among them is listed• 

-~-~~ ....... S-i-~-.~l:l'.I~ .. -~~. ~ ~?;, ~2),~ 
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As Y1oted before, R. YTLH died very poc:•r beaause duriY1g 

his lifetime he distributed all his all his funds for the 

Y1eedy aY1d hs d:l.d l"•C•t have rmough rn<=•l"ley for his shrouds. IY1 

the Jewish aemetary of Craac•w <::•l"I his moY1urne1"1t was iY1saribed 

as fol low1u 

· \':)~~~ ~.~~~,-~e_i) \'~c@ .... \hlG .. Jl . ~'=-) ..... il& 

<as> ~l:L~\1~-~s:~s:l~.§1.s (°l.1L. ~~~2..i ¥~:.~..::t~'..:l'.kl ~h!.:2 
~ ~t)\ £\:)'~ ~f.).h.l ~ .S:Sh·~ '").g '~'"-··~~l~D ...... \~ ~ 
:) '.al~ ... t:;,p \ ~ -~" ~ f ~ ~ \ ~_j '..l).1:~LD..~~ ~ ...... ~ '.'.:H~a , ':UhL2 

):). ~ ~~ \ '.?30 .... ~y;:\'.I ~ ~:t! C~L~Q~ l :::l' \~SJ ;I'..::J i3 
)~~'\ ' .. )'l>J~:u \(::£ :;)")l3 ~ ~ o .... e .. DS:~-$.U-~ .. :l~ ~ l 
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" ~\S!J\~ .. ~ ~ '~·~ ~-·- '4(\:..~~-·--)1_t.3. .. l--h~ 

~~ \ Q.;' ~='Y ~ ~ -~ ~L> \) ... ~~J.. ·~..:~--~~ .. L 
~~~~s: ..... ~. l... ~ .... f.,i!_, ___ :~~---~ .... 
----·----·-·•""" ' -----·---- ~' ~j~'~"~ _ _2Lmt:)~ • 
( 29) ... iOflttlf+tt...__ .... '".,_~ .. ~· ... -·Mj----...---... ---·-.-.....--111.,...,.. .. _..,...... ... , ... ,,, .. i ----... -··------·-.. -··" 

"Here lies buY'ied the great @.f!l2n, c11.1tstc\!\ndi'l"1g in his 

gel"lerat iO\"I, the hol"lored rabbi al"ld master GeY'SO'l"1 Shaul Yorn Tov 

Lippman Hsller ths son of R. Nathan HaLevi of blessed 

I 
f 
: 
i: . 
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' 
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memory. He fathomed the mighty waters and was the author of 

of the Temple, Tosefc•t Yom Tov, or1 the six c•rders of the 

Mi&hnib, the Delights of the King and Pleasant Bread on the 

Rosh, commentary of the Torat Hatat of the Ramah <R. Moses 

Isserles>. He ta1..tght Torah in rnar1y muu~red cornrnurlit ies 

notably Vie:mna and Prag1..te. The emd of his days he dwelt ir1 

Poland and he held office in many sacred communities. And 

here in Cracow, he wer1t to his heavemly reward or1 the fourth 

day of' the week the sixth of the mor1th of 1.1.Y.1, 414, 

according to abbreviated calculation 5414 (1654>." 

Rabbeir1u YTL.H was eulogh:ed in a poern by <:me of the 

great kabbalists of his generation, R. Moses Zakoot of Italy 

~ ~g~\ ~ g,..J ::::b ~~ ... t .. .: ~ ~~ .... :u -~~·-·~ ... (~~s:..... .... c~ 
~ c ~&.. ~ ::=f'~'L~ ... \2 ~-~ 

---,-~~·~ -~·-\-1~' ~ ~~ ~~-... -' bJ 
"and as great as Samuel (30) in the knowledge of the 

calender, he per1etrated the windC'M of the s11imetuary, al 1 

rnysteries and al 1 hidder1 things his heart meditated. There 

ha r"ests quietly in the th• year" ~(414> and 

0Y1 the q1..tiet waters he r1c•w rests i Y1 peace". 



---~-.. ·-···.,·-·-------------------------------------
R. VTLH died i Y1 the mcmth c:cf llW,, the rncmth pt"epat"atc1ry 

to the Days of Awe. The speeial psalm reeited in this 

prepar-cator-y per iced :ls psalm e,7 begi r-mi ng with the words, 

.~M""b~\ ~,, ' ... :JJ.l~ ... 3~~-' "Gc:cd is my light arid my 

help". It is therefore appropriate to apply to R. VTLH's 

life the words towards the end of the psalm, 

"False witnesses have t"ise-r1 against me, people whee breathe 

out lies". But R. VTLH's faith was triumphant like the words 

at the end of the psalm• "Hope in God and be strong, take 

eourcll\ge, hccpe i y, God". 

May his memory ever be a blessing. 



Chapter II 

R. YTLH as an educational reformer, followed in the 

footsteps of his great teacher and predecessor as chief Rabbi 

of Prague, the Mru:t.@.r_tlil,l,, who was opposecl to the method of 

Talrnudie st1..tdy which is kl"1C:•Wl"1 as eJ.JJ.w.l.• The meth<::1d of 

e i A RY i is whel"1 -~ ..... 62 J (?. .. / .. LUl . , di st i m~t i ol"1S are 

artificially created and related to far fetched issues. This 

method was introduced into Poland by R. Shakna and brought to 

its perfection by R. Jacob Pollak, originally of Prague and 

subsequently rabbi in Craeow. <31) R. YTLH was opposed not 

only to this type of pilpul but to the unnatural curriculum 

whereby the student at a very early age was introdueed to the 

study of the fhtmars. and then learned the Bible in a 

disorganized fashion. R. YTLH insisted on an orderly and 

natural eu~riculum, first the study of the Bible in its 

entirety and then the Mishnah in :I.ts entirety and only after 

the completion of these two one may enter into the study of 

In his c:•wn st1..tdies and ii"• his writings he fol lowed this 

orderly c1..trric1..tlltm. R. Y'TLH' s first book was kl"1C:CWl"1 

ciUI ~ ~P52 ....... s.t2.2.§_, the strw:rb1..tre of the Sa1"1e·bl..tary, 

where he explained the architecture of the Sanctuary as 

envi1Si01"1ed by the prophet Ezekiel. Them il"1 his eci'i\rly 

thirt :I.es he t1..trned to an il"1tensive study of the ~' al"1d 



------------·----------------~ 

wrote the most famous of his writings, the commentary on the 

when he was thirty eight years old. Around the time he 

c:omrnentaries c•n Rabbeil"1U Asher bem Vechiel (Rosh> ol"r the 

Talmud, tractatesa 

__ '11.U,, ~ 11.l?..?, .p (;j_, --AtJ.ii] ..JJ/dj,... ,-;"/ (.;?:] '1:', .. __ 
-~ 

These cc:•mmemtaries i1•1 l"1C• way reflected R. VTLH' s desire tc• 

return to the unfort1..mate mental gyrnnastics that had bee1"1 

introd1..1eed ii"• the yeshivot. Tc:i theeu! cc:1rnmeY1tarie15 he gave 

the l"1arne .. --~-.J,:...<a:iL._ .... _ .. ,_ 
and ____ v1/3!!!/2._t..°f?L_. As we saw the l"rames c•f these 

directed agail"1st R. VTLH. The titles were chal"1ged tc• 

-c J (°' El~ .. ~ .. J 9 'l IL . .. ... 
and ., __ ':il.::i.!:::J!..&. . ..!...2.:c 1 , ,• R. VTLH' s cc•mmemtary tc:i 

the Rc•sh cm ·------/-1{)/1J ....... _was 

1"1arned ____ .L.~.!.. ?/J,,, 4.,£.~~- The reasc•I"• fc•r the 

1"1ame _,,,,, ... ~&tl...~ ,1 ?/) __f.i..if&.£"a!...~ ...... is that the Amc•rah, Shmuel, 

who was the expert il"1 the laws of ...... - ......... ---d-:e:"'2!..:JJ ........ - ... - Wii\\S 

referred tc• il"1 the Talmud as .A.,.JJ.,'~ ... :.,1.t2 . .LJ.fil .. £<"i2 ...... <33> 

The best kl"1own of al 1 the writ il"1gs c•f R. VTLH is his 

became classic for Mishmah studies. But students who foul"1d 

summary was published known 

i 
; ,1 



,........,......_...,......"*'""'r, _.;;JJJ.Ji2Q./~ 2(:2 .. ~.:::{__. This s1..1rnrnary 

~---"'IJ...E_'Yj)., j.'<:?-. (:! J.fir....z:.? Z2.__, a sevemt h Wiii\S wr:I. tten"1 by 

c11' the eomrnentary by Ra•hi, a er:l.tique o'f Rashi'tm approaeh 

sourees. For R. YTLH the commentary o'f R. Obadiah of 

Bartinor-o c11"1 the Mishnah is for him the Rtishi. (34> However 

R. YTLH gc•es way beyc•nd bei 1"1g t\\\ esuper-eommemtary cm R. 

teKt where he brings to bear his great knowledge of grammar 

&1"1d philc•lc•gy, mathematic::s and meiemtifie observatior'I. From 

time to time in his analys:l.m of the Mishnah he quotes the 

Rambam's eommentary on the Mishnah with great rever-ence. In 

the fi@mlt:sh R. YTLH h.a115te1"1S to his defe1"1t11H-a arid justifies 

him. ( 35> 

eKam:l.ne115 eritieally the teKt and he finds that the editor of 

the Mishnah, R. Yehudah HaNasi, joined two different 

unec•ver :I. ng th :I. s seern i rig :I. r1r1er di vergemee :I. s cme of m.any 

instances where R. YTLH manifests his eritieal approach to 

,\-~ ·.· 



his wide range of qualities as a aoMMentator. He shows his 

qualities as philologist, superb stylist and religious 

In the course of one of his aOMMents on a 

problems in the rabbinate of his day. The problem was that 

students were bribed to attend yeshivot with iMcompetent 

Using his knowledge of philology and hebrew syntax, R. 

YTLH aY11ii\ l yzes Mi shr1ah 11 1 C:•f e.!.r:J~.!ll. ~$i!.il .. • 

Mishn@b aleph states: 

22 '2 ! ~.. ~0 ' 9 1 JLl:/, .J:i!)l~~?J ......... /_· -
The word /3 I J'/"715) rnear1111> .., _____ '' '., ._ ... _.., 

literally "rmake stamd 11
• R. YTLH was ser111itive to the Y1Uci!:\Y1aes 

of the m&sbn1i£ style and notes that this word is out of the 

ordinary and Must Mean something other than the simple 

"raising up of many students". According to R. YTLH the word 

"stand" in the context of rabbinic literature, means, 

"support with the truth of the Torah" so that many students 

study and will bring about the ultimate collapse of that 

school with which these students are associated. Thim is a 

reflection of R. YTLH's opposition to a practice in his day 



their schools with bribem. At times they themselves were not 

qualified to teach their 1Students the truths of the Torah. 

R. YTLH Joined his great teacher the Maharal of Prague and 

spoke out in protest against the practice of bribing students 

whel"1 the teii\cher is l"1c•t quii\1 if'ied tee teaeh them. (36> 

R. YTLH looked upol"1 Torah £\115 a dynamic cmgoing proeesl!!>, 

hence the study and the cultivii\tion of' it are never ending. 

Learning must therefore be a continuous process of the life 

of the pious Jew. 

sensitive to style, syntax and context, R. YTLH views 

el"1tity, therefc:cre r1c1t pariftllel with ~.:-:t:s;;•diftb, which is cii\ daily 

cirumscribed, static entity but as an ongoing process of 

! 
I 
I -

R. YTLH il"1V<::1kes in his r:c1Mrttt;mtary on this ro..U!b.r..IA\b., the wc1rd1u 

___ ·--·-· ..... __ ..... 7>F~.uLt.£_.~, 1!:. .. ?J.L_ 
"and you should meditate on it day and night". 

Herein we see R. YTLH's dedication to the teaching of Torah 

as a Miftjor piftrt of his rabbinate. Both in Prague ~nd in i ·-j 

Criftcow, R. YTLH insisted on serving in the dual functions of 



-_;.,i 

points out that his home was practically an extension of his 

yeshiva. 

Sensitive to style and context, R. YTLH feels impelled 

to launch a major criticism of his predecessors the Bartinoro 

Mishnah he solves a major theologically perplexing problem in 

become <::•1"1 c•f the prime examples t:.•f R. YTLH' s extraordil"1ary 

insight into the rabbinic mind. The Mishnah states: 

---.f.e......._.' ''1~.5.22_ 111g8g ~ !PIO fl.dL.._cJ _/J_,!;-_ , 91s:,__ 
/}. ; '~ 'C:.:--b;::> ,._L_:iJJLf&. ...2.l!l/c_.9.1~2-­

----~~ L-~~ .. · R ....... a1. .. 22 . dlic. ~'.JL&IJ. __ 
() ')'@ _______________ ,"_,.,,,_,, ________ """-'''''' ,,,, ,., .. , _ _,....._,,, .... _ ..... ,--...;. _ __. 

11 Antigonus of Socho said= 11 00 not be like servants who serve 

their master expecting to receive a reward, be rather like 

servants who serve their master unconditionally with no 

thought of reward 1111
• 

R. YTLH takes strong issue with R. Bartinoro and other 

his students by this proverb and hence caused unwittingly the 

heresies of Zadok and Boethus, and according to Rambam~ the 

latter day Karaites. These commentators according to R. YTLH 

say that Antigonous unwittingly negated the Pharasaic 

doctrine of reward and punishment. Thus Bartinoro states in 

h :Ls eommel"1t ary cm e.W~!i'..L.B.::lQ!!. 11 11 0Y1 the words, 

--·-...... ··~~ ... ~ .. .. lli:TJJ e ..... ~ t.JJJ._.(L _ _&_ .. _.fs .. <3.l!J. .. !__ .... 
(""' 

i 

I 
; 



"as a remult the name of heavan is profaned" •••• 

__ J.i!f? .. 62 .. &~:-.::!.2 .... Lfii=:_m,_JJJ_:;t:L__f.t!l! /g__-12Lr..._e ~e __ 
--~-LJJ..L?: L .... £2/':J. ~' ... e y }.21.Cl." ... t 1 12 "'' rs~/ g&:L_21.? f)f_ 

Jiu .d i.6 J/?.?... <!, ~ '1'?21.a ~ :21LL ...... £-llJJ.L.:::io_(.,.E3.dli 
. 0)£ !rt _/}!:iL2t.:i2!£:---E.~J2!.IC.L ~-· g_2:fL££ @JZ._ . .EJ. '?> -

-~e22e2 .. ~~4.-.. ft~-... -22:..1../( ..... L2~lfZ &:u. __ fe-- :i12LdL. 
--·-.t:-4!1.'1£ .. ;E. 1/t 2fJ..Ji-t!_<i2~_£D JJ.lfL_!L~ .. !L-· 
---·· ... """"'""""' ______________ .£_( ~.3.X:._.~~ 0 IJJ // ~L-

"These worthless opinions will persist, as it happened with 

Antigonus of Soeho when he taught his students among whom 

were Zadok and Boethus, "Be not like servants who serve their 

master for the sake of getting a reward". They said is it 

possible for a worker to work all day and in the evening he 

dc•em> not receive his wtii\ge. Thereu.1upoY1 they beeame heretics 

together with their disciples and they are known as Zadokites 

and Boethusians to this very dtii\y." 

The Rambam has a similar interpretation of the words of 

Antigonus in his eommentary on Mishntii\h 113 

--e_JJ.L ~a 3. ... ~IJ. t/i1.__{}j-f2LS.11l11i. #-SJ.i 22 p~..11£.:.1' ~JJL 
{f<flQ .. JJJ_, ~ '2Z2_ __ 2!!1..~ ...... J:iJ!:fJLL_.2-£..1t: .. :JL .~~ P _ ~2-

_e.. € ' f' ~ ~l2 I 22) _?___:?.fc? ..... 2:?-:? __ ~'2:31-~-# L.:3.i2i. ll) '? t.!s.L 
L£k 1 ~lJ ~ fc/l I .... .... IE-- 11/;UL_t:!!f ___ .... ~:Lt;.LfJ.ft:L_g/Z.&d: ...... ..l:t-J--

L~ v :f21£~ c:?. 1 &2:eJ.fv-Effil/::iJ_dll!JLe.e, _,,-;,/.2£2LZ:22 .. ~ __ --A 1~.R .~-
~LLfi~~-~ 
-· f.? <& ,{L __ ~2~~-·-·t~~~J~2.L-..... 1l2i.?-2~--.. ~-22L 
-~ ..... .. -----521.~~--~LL~-='?.---~~Ll..t?.Al~ .... --~L<? __ 
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·: ....... ,, ................................. !£ ....... ,2.=.c::. ... 6. ...... Le. .. (.:.r?..&.c?. ..... 1.f2 .. :.e.. ............ :fiJ.1 ....... _~· .. ::-511£: .......... r2 ... C. ............... . 
"And this sage had two students, one Zadok and the other 

Socho>, they went forth and said one to the other, the master 

said plainly there is no reward and punishment and therefore 

there is no hope. Thereupon there arose the~e cursed 

heretical sects that in this land, ie. Egypt, are known as 

Karaites and our sages oalled them Zadokites and aoethusians 

and they are the ones who started to doubt tradition and ta 

Moreover said R. VTLH if this be the ease that Antigonus 

misled his disciples, haw was it that R. Vehudah Hanasi, the 

which may cause further heresies. 

Basing himself on a remark by the Maharal, his teacher, R. 

VTLH insists that the one who serves God out of an 

level and that is, the service of God witho~t the expectation 

of reward and without the fear of punishment, a service out 

of love of God and of God's creation. This is what 

Antigounus Meant. R. VTLH dsvelc•ps this magnificer-1t ccmcept 



-------------------~~~-~-~----·--~~~---------------------

This language indicates that those who serve God out of fear 

or reward, are not excluded from the status of a pious 

i r-1d i vudual. 

would have stated1 

o ,,212. ..... ~-~-:- e7,,2l ,,,J1LL{l-.t_c:L_ci:2._.i:. 0)fl_M__ 

This statement is then all incluseive, and excludes those who 

serve God out of the expectation of reward. This is not the 

meaning of Antigonas, whose statement is absolutely in 

keeping with the Pharasaie doctrines of reward and 

In this analysis of the words of Antigonos, R. YTLH upholds 

the doctrine of the Pharisees of reward and punishment and he 

notes that the disciples ef Antigonous who became heretics 

did so by their own willful misinterpretation of Antigonous. 

i 

R. YTLH's commentary on the Mishnc\\\h became one of the most '· :,, 

popular commentaries, ranking next only to Rashi and the 

Bartinoro. As noted above its importance was so great in the 

Jewish community that a summary known 

.as , ____ "2,/..GL -JJ .. L1i2..Q.f..•!..L_i).!...:i_, beec\\\me a pi\\ rt C:•f a 11 the 

classic editions of the Mishnah. 

Was there a purpose beyond simple explanation to R. 
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For an answer we have to look closely at R. YTLH'a choice of 

I r-1 hi lill i r-1t rod uct i cm t c1 his -·---<cj_("' .f!. .. l . .;J~.:.1: !... ..... 
amd _____ ..:;!!./..'J.(t/P .:. ? ~----· c1Y1 __ .. ___ -;;:.D /.::>. • .2_'? _.:Pjf__ c1f 

the Rosh, R. YTLH describes the two approaches to Talmudic 

studies after the close of the Talmud. The first approamh is 

that c1·F the Alfaasi (the Rif), which is a lillltrnrnary page by 

page of the Talmud eliminating the arguementu, the give and 

take of the rabbis and some of the aggadic material. The 

There he cla!illsified the subjects of the Talmud in an orderly 

fashion according to subject matter and not by treatise. R. 

YTLH reiterates that in the relillponsa of the Rambam, he states 

t hiii\t his i r-1tEmt i c1r-1 was that the ______ .2L.2/! __ ,., ( cc1r11pcr:md i 1.1m > , 

waas not to stand alone but was to be Joined with the Rif. 

Only then could the student or the Rabbi come to a decision. 

The Rosh, Rabbeinu Asher followed the path. of the Alfalilli and 

added on materials and studies coming after the Alfasi in 

Rabbeinu Asher's son, Rabbeinu Yaakov, derived the decisions 

from his father's summary of the Talmud. This eventually led 

I.Yr.1£0.· 

although it haw aa different structure. R. YTLH held that it 



wam the intention of R. VtiAaeov in his writing of the Turim 

that it be studied together with his father's summary of the 

Talmud. And like with the Rambam and the Rif, only then come 

tc• '"' c:lec~in:l.<:•v-1, ----·-~ll.._f). ... 1!'.'.?!2_ ___ ,. 

R. YTLH follows through this line of thought and he 

the Rc•sh c•f E!us.hc•jt D 

--~L.&LM& .. ld:51.4J. ~--~ ... EL ~fl-t12i ........ -. 
f3J '3 e 11... 01? ') .. qtr~-? '1.t2fi.?L... .... 1:~ 0.9 '~...:_f2.!,? ~--12 ~~ ... 2:3_ 

.. ,, ,, ..... /!~<i:.tl~?) Q.~21.?J.2.ZL ___ #-j&_ ... _~-t12f __ ..f'4.J{.fL?_. 

~2il~.p~~~ 
·-----LL.L2.2.""? .... _?.. 'fl> 9. ( . f.#-2-f.L...21?..«?. .......... .. :?l_{.f2.--.+~72 .. L ..... _ .. 
_____ "_....._ __ ..___, ______ l~ ..... - ... ___ HHM•~t"-11 .. l"lff--• ... - .. _..., .... --... tOl--I•..__..___ 

" What results from all this diwcussion is that there mre two 

appropriate approaches to the study of Talmud. One is in the 

that c•f the i.@!tJ...~4',, &md is exemplified by the FH f tiAY1d the 

Furthermore in his introduction to his eommentmry on the Rosh 

of ~4J-- known H -~Ji~---• 
R. YTLH states unequivocally that the way of the Rif and the 

Rosh must tmke preeedenee and that the Rosh, being later and 
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" And as I h~ve noted, the Rif $nd the Romh in their appro~ch 

inclusive>, therefore ! have chosen (to comment on> the 

For him T~lmudic work R. YTLH chose the second way, and like 

Ramhi on the Semara, he chose to write ~ comment$ry on the 

Rosh. With his commentary on the Rosh, R. YTLH hoped to help 

the st llder-1t ar-1d the r~bbi to c:leri ve the ...... _,::z?;;2.J13 .(2.f!1!2. •• _ 

This derivation is more appropriate because it comes directly 

on the Rosh, R. YTLH mays1 

-~!JJ. I~ &fu '---21}.j}./2£_y:_t_5U)./£_2_._7:_li_,,, & .. .JJ ~--·· 
--··-~-t I_!}?...-~ .... .!..'? Jr;>~ .. -jf.{. 2.2::/2l_ r)(2:~.J1 -·'~Lf...ryC" _ 

_/!_[1~,~~ 
~~. __ fii:z_p.ffJd.. .... ~~/}_!_ 
~L.~-Lrv4.t.. ..... _.~ 1LJ!l; ... e.. __ p 1. .. :3..1.iifii_!:f_t..~™™··f t:.?.JL ......... rz_r:-L.22:.eJ0 
~J;)2._f?~_,,J.:~-~ 
__ _;__ __ ...J...a.fuz:;__.p-+:t..--l2. 

- ....... --·---.....-o+ .. otlHHO-•ff ... IOl_l_ ... __ H_"_" __ .... _ .. , __ .. ...,,, __ o_Ht ___ HotlO ___ ,,,,,,..,,,, .. __ , __ ot ........... ,,,,_H ... , ___ _ 

<as> -··-·" ..... *4 ...... ttt ........ ,_ .... _._ ... ~ .......... - ................... - .............. ___ , ... _ ........ __ .. _ .. , ... - ..................... , ......... _ ....... _'" .................. - •• ·--·-.. --..... ,,_ ........... . 

"Therefore I saw it necemsary to fill their needs <the 



scholars) in my present momposition that through it the Jews 

it they will not depart for in it every thing will be 

fulfilled both from the aspect of the two approaches of which 

I said this one (this approach of Rabbeinu Asher) is more 

appropriate and from the aspect of the goal for now through 

this eccrnrneu"1tary, the law wi 11 be& kl"1C:•Wl"1 il"1 its eor11pleteY·1emum 11 • 

According to the Tehernowitz, (39> R. VTLH is in the 

:Cl"1 ci::mtrast to the ...... --.. - ..... fg.J.. .. (_~.!..fJ ... £L!.I.... __ , the "det~:l.sors" <whi:::1 

m>i:::e1 .. 1ght tee l"1arrc:•w the deri vat i ccl"1 <:cf the bi\.:l.i9Jls..i>. Tcherl"1<::cWi t z 

points out that at first R. VTLH like his master the Maharal 

decisions. R. VTLH saw that the Mishnah would not be 

sufficient even with his extensive commentary, to be the 

vehicle for the decisors. Therefore he turned to the Rosh 

and with his extensive commentaries, 

--·---.. -~:JJM .. ~.:J2:.1 ,& .r;.,.Z.4'3-!2!..~.i£JJ.FJ.:..2/L .. .8.!l2.J.!J2._ ..... , 
he felt he could succeed in bringing back the decision making 

Talmud. Tchernowitz went so far as to say, that R. YTLH 

alrnccst mP .. 1cceeded il"1 displacil"1g the ~-~-·---·---/l-1.:jl. .. C..f?... .. f!J.if... __ ,_, ci\\!l!I 

the ultimate in the halci\\chic process and replacing them with 

his rnethccd ccf the .............. ~-.. ·-···~-.. .f.-&..!.iL2!..._, whieh R. VTL.H felt 

would be rnore ci\\uthoritative and would be intellectually more 

R. YTLH did not succeed and the way of 

! i 
[; 

I: 

I, 
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9.oJ.!i.ID." prev a i 1 ad. Tchernowitz baleive!ll> that if R. YTLH had 

succeeded, he would have been the decilll>or for the modern 

Hc•l"1es, the c!\\Uthc::•t" cl'f'I the Elr.l"1cyc~lc:1pedic v<:•l ltrne Tc! .. i . .!.9.a_ 

Hae~•!f.§k lr!h mu:H:Hns t <::• cc::1m;>i der R. YTLH aus cme whc:• sc:11.1ght E:m 

apprciach tc:1 halachie dscim>icm makil"1Q either thal"1 the ~h-Y..Ul.l!n. 

+:moyolc:1peditii\ c1f !$.i!..l.id~<;;!.:!f~_J.ii.P.S!i!?J!!i!!!!.• hiliil detseriptic1l"1 <:if R. YTl..H 

is not under the rubrics of his major commentaries but under 

t he h ec\i\d ir·1 rd c1 f --·-···~·-- <'"i> [S:: I tfiL~-~ .... .:)-2]_~- ( t he way ts c1 f d er:i s i c1l"1 

R. YTLH wrote a book on how to derive opinionl!5 or 

dmc i mi cmmt i l"• di ff i cu 1 t b..ua.~~±tS!..t• 

mal"1Ul!5cri pt• 

Thilll> work if!!> !!!>till in 

YTLH's grand goal was to help decisors to return to the 

original sources for more accurate decisions. 

not succeed, nevertheless he make a la1!5ting impc\i\ct on the 

development of Talmudic studies. It is interesting to note 

that Tchernowitz hirnlll>elf in hilll> early years in Odessa 

published synopses of f!!>orne of the trec!\\tises of the T,;nlmud 

which cornpc!\\re favorc!\\bly with that of the Rot15h. 

l 
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The maimter and teiiileher of R. VTLH the Mahtii\ral of Prague 

had ineulcEi\ted in his disciples and imucce!lllortm the importance 

of spread i Y1ga the ~mc:•wledge c:•f' the WJru:u::i.fi!b. arncmg the Jewish 

pc:1p1..1:taee. (40) The !:'fis,ru:t..c'@.b. with itw s1..1cc:l.l"1ct style iiill"1d pure 

hebrew compared to the exten!llliVe dialectical arguementllll and 

the Aramaic::~ la\Y1g1..111:\ge c:1f the g?ero.fl\.r.J! is fairly wimple, but its 

simplicity tl\\nd concisenesm presenttm diffieultietm. There is 

therefore a need for a commentary tha\t would explain the 

M.llm....b..r.:!.i.X'J'i:!.'.t 1i\\l"1d 11ummar i ):e with i Y'• t h&\'t; exp 1 &\l"16i\'t i cm imc:•me c:•f the 

tli\rg1..1ememttm c:1f the !if!r!!.W::..@.• ll"1 the dayru of' thet Maha\\ral C\\l"1d R. 

VTLH there arose in the communitiem of Bohemia, Moravia and 

!=1<::1 l tl\\l"1d bev.r..!L!O.i.!hr!S\Y.Jii!.:tl., c ire 1 eS> fc:1r the Slit udy C:•f the W...!.b.!.tilf.:t 

that attracted many of the populace to the synagogue. One of 

R. VTLH's objectives in writing him commentary on the Mimhnah 

was to eniiilble the average Jew who had mome yearning for the 

study of the Talmud to ma\!lllter through the Mimhnah and hitm own 

commentary the intricaciem of the Tmlmud thiiilt would otherwime 

have been nearly impomsible for him. This becmme so popular 

as mentioned before that a summary was published in all major 

texts <::•f the Mi sh1•1ah. Tha i l"1m;·t it •.1t i <::•l''r c:•f the b.tl.Yr.L 

taiti>ht:i.m~~!.:b.., whioh iY'1 raal ity is; what we w<::•uld Cll.-\l l pc•pular 

modern Jewim;h education ha!lll continued on to thim; very day in 

the Orthodox community and to mome extent in the Con~ervative 

11 



mc:iverneu•1t. A rnc:1derl'"1 vere1> i (:11'"1 (:•f the bJ.t.Y..t:..L.ro.!.Y~.b.r.JS~~~ might be a 

worthwhile addition to Reform adult Jewish education. 

R. YTLH did not limit himself in him spreading Jewish 

kl'"1C:1W\'"1 l edg&t t (:1 t h&t mem <:if the:? ccm1m1.m :I. t y ( c1bv i c:11.1s l y the bf...:-t.l:.i~. 

!Xl.iJll::t!!.iaU::.£~:11. was limited tc• rmim>. Am we wi 11 see il'"1 the m:rnt 

chapter R. Yl'LH tramalated the Qr.1Wt1satL..l::!!u::.i.ro....... c•f the Rc:1!lllh, 

iY1tc:1 yiddimh. He 1i':\l!!5<::• wrcd;e il'"1 th&.? yidd:lsh verl'"11i':\c•.1lar ~ii. .. ...:::... .. 

J:!!el~!2.b.., the ltll\ws c:1f salt:lY1g ti\\l'1d ri1•1siY1g c1f meat, .as a guide 

to the women and the ordinary Jew who did not understand 

hebrew, on the observance of km1shruth. 
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Chili\pter III 

fin_ Y Ctr.f'.1-IS::!:t. . ...b...ttl.tlI!!ffi.'J.'.:t. .. H.iJ .. ltlr.w::.b-~.ttiU'..'..s.i!J.~.:t"'.-.lits.li.1.li:~~.!.~.\.!_J:~.bJ.l:S!..li!~tP-b.tit.C 
.. ..i.r..:!.'1-.H I.I ro /:\\.!!J .. 1m.t. 

R. YTLH'm contributions to synagogue ritu/:\\l can be can 

be classified in these three categories= 

1 • Preparation for pr/:\\yer through meditation 

and self ex/:\\mination 

2. Decorum in the Synili\gogue 

YTLH's days as a rili\bbi were turbulent ones, the hands of the 

oppressor lili\y heili\vy on the Jewish community, through 

taxation, threats of expul~ion, discriminili\tion and outright 

physical ili\ssili\ultm. Unfortunately corruption seeped into the 

Jewish community in Vili\rioum ways threatening the religious 

and ethical charili\cter of the Jew. The sages warned: 

( 41 ) -~·-----· ::i~'""P--~-f~\!_Q.j.:t~- ~~--~l.c.-
"Don't make your prayer routine••. But more and more pr/:\\yer 

became routini~ed, ~tilted and sterile in R. YTLH'w time. R. 

VTLH sought to bring into the synagogue iii\ period wet ili\side 

purposes in life ili\S a Jew. He looked upon medit/:\\tion ili\nd 

1"here:ll"1 the 
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Rambam compared the healing of the woul to the healing of the 

body. R. VTLH quotes the Rambam: 

~) ~~9:?.,,t!.'::2+\._cJ~..:.::J_ 
Then he continues to extrapolate from that u 

--~---~~)~-·--~~4 .. UJ\-Ll~ .... ~:J1il1:.d __ ... f.~ ... l-... 
-----.12~(-:?_Z?_. __ .~?J~.--\\ ~ -~ _ . e.,t1J~L-...... ~~L~2L 
< t~a > •.• - .. - ............ ---··-·----·-------.. ·--... --... ·-· .. ·-·-····· ......... -~ .. t ... 1 .... .hl.cl. ... 
"Therefore we !lllay to make ea!lllier for thowe who~e !ll>OUl!lll are 

sick according to the meawure of their flawed 

R. VTLH point!lll out that if we are too severe in our 

admonitions the spiritually sick per!lllon will turn away from 

us. 

R. VTLH then suggested that the therapy administered to 

the soul !lllhould be in the meawure of that which i!lll acceptable 

depretslll>ive am 1mc1rne (~U\\r: 1 i·beriii\tt.tre :l!ii> til\pt tc1 be. 

~~~~--~ 
~~.....\ 1~-~-_\Q.J.&l .. 

~:J.1?...l ... ~~--\J-)_~ ....... ~'::L.~ .... L~-· ..... \ ................. i . .t.JJ..'.p.~--J ... J~~.QJ. .. ~ ... . 
-·-r:~~~~ .. \_l~.?-LL._.iJ2.~J..hL ..... ..::l2 ... ~ .... C:tJ ........... -+p::-J:L 
·-···-.. - ... ~..il. ....... -\.~ .. ~ ... :CL .. ~___:D~\QJ ... --D_ .... :1.Ll.ul) ........... ~\.c. 
-·---... w: ... ~~ ..... -.2...J....~ ............. ~-SW-.~ .. ~-~j .. .c.. __ ~_Q.; .. .1G .............. L...,l.~ ... d.::L 
__ l:)~~~~---Y: ... 3~.--............. t.~ .... C)_fu~ .............. S..~-~ ......................... 2.-¥-:i .... ~. 



-.-.......... ·--~---.. -\.~:J.;.).~ ... -~~-~-·-· ...... £.~ ... ~-CL .. ~ .. \_D)l\ ... ~-...1 ...... \..~:2 ... '.?-.-LL 
( 4 3) ----... - ...... - ........ ___ ,.. ..... _ ......... - ............ ':,)_.Q~ .. l'::J. ___ .... ~D....:J.l ... ~.---··:.....~.~;>.:2>, .............. _,, 
"Therefore I learn from my elders, and so I have prepared 

material that im appropriate for everyone, the eorreet 

conduct of ~" individual in his dwelling ~s he rimes up, and 

composed by our teacher the distinguished rabbi who ham 

illuminated the entire di~mpora with his compositions, Rabbi 

may the righteous be remembered for a blessing, this great 

ethical ec~l"1d uc::-t " • 

R. YTLH furthermore noted that in our prayers we recite the 

of the Rambam posited in him introduction to the Mishnah of 

IBaY1hedri 1•1, ........ _ .................. yS:. .. [) ................. , (chtli\pteY' 1(1), w:l th which 

The purpose of this 

hymn is to direct our minds and our hearts to the basic 

So too at the very 

beginning we h~ve to prepare ourselves through meditations, 

so that our prayers will be focused upon our ethical conduct, 

ie. our relationships to God and our fellow human 

the Fktm>h. It is a compendium of admonitions on behavior in 

relation to ones fellow, to the community and to God. It 



also contains directives on how one should fulfill ones 

obligation both ethically and religiously as a Jew. R. YTLH 

each day to be meditated on before the beginning of prayer$. 

HE;\~.i!:..U!. is t akel"1 frcm1 ,1c1b 33 • 3C> 

····--..... -....... -............ _._ ................. e .. ~ .. ~J:>.:.Ll ............... -~.) .. 1_e:_~--···· ......... :L\.~~~J.. ....... · 
"One may gaiY1 light h·1 the lirJht <:cf life1". 

For example, fo~ the first day of the week as R. YTLH 

prepared it the rnecl i tat icm beg i l"1f.lu 

-~ 'J~ -~~il~_LJ_+ilfD::L~ 
--.. -\~\ .. -?~!:J-2:J.1~:\L~S)_ .. ~ -\~1 ..... t. ... )~ .. L&! ... JO.~ ......... \t:;~ ..... ~ . .::>} ........ . 

< '•5 > ._ .... D~.:).J::L_\.hl·--~ .. t-7~..:D.D .. _\!J_Jr2L:f~->-3.~-~#.-\ .. ~-·bl 
"Rem<:1ve yc11.1rme 1 f i 1"1 whc'1i\t ever wmy pc11ms :i bl fll frc:1m hmH.tght i Y1e11Bm> 

On the fourth day of the week the meditation beg:lnsn 

< 1+~; > --~·~<L:~.~~~~ .. :~~-... ~~-.f'-\L ... _:ci!.3.h.J...;:). ..... 57_~').:f>~ ... ~\.(..) 
·\- 0\0\e:.. \c...~~ ~\N.Q....i 

"Be not la~y in performing a mit~vah when the opportunity 

The Sabbath medimtion begins with the admonition= 

< "• ~, > J.::~.t~ .. ~ ... u~~~~ ....... ~JJ. ... l~~.~ ... 2..1. .. -.-PJ~_:l ..... \.~ .. lJ ... :J. ... ~~ .. ~:::L ....... ~.:J.§2 .. ~~ 

possible fc:1r him". 

An example of concern for ones fellow as a prepar~tion for 

prayer is the admonition th~t n 



( 4@) ~:.:>. .. i2~.~,.:\_,,,.~.9).~,w~.2,.C3.~-~"'"::u.~"'""~;;?,~.,_1:?..~52~"""m~~-~-g"~'.!LJ"' 
"OY1e shc::11 .. 1ld heli;, hh~ fell<~·w :ll"1 whtiiltever his l"1eech1> are". 

partieultiilrly women and children would not undermtand the 

stature of R. YTLH, who oecupied himself at every moment with 

the Torah al"~ the writing of his magesterial commentaries. 

As I reflect on this, ff. YTLH Wtiil~ one of the early 

religious letiilderm who sought through the use of the 

vernacular to make prayers and ethical treatises a part of 

the synagogue way of life. I dare to conmider him as a 

forerunner of our modern Reform and Conservative movements 1 

that brought the english translation or German translation 

',, 

~ ~ 

i} 

thanksgiving on part of R. YTLH in Vienna for his recovery ' " 

; ~ 

and the recovery of his neighboring Jews from the cholera 

a miraele, on the story of R. Shimon ben Yeohai. (50> It is 

told that when he emerged from the safety of a Ctli\Ve he said» 

~JIDL··-W-fil~~l_~--.li....~' .. .L.&!~}..! ... Lc.:~ 



From that $tcii\tement R. YTLH scii\id that if a mirli!lcle occurs, 

the rec::d. 't; i tillt i i:::1r-1 c.:1f the Q.rJ.1.~!.:L .. H~.!11 .s\S prev :l c:ii..1m~ l y rnEmt :l. cmed 

and he concluded his sermon with the words1 

\C~ <) ~--~~~--W.~-~-~~.~-·-··-~_s~~ .. D...~l~~ ... t::.~ .. ~~~":i:~ .. _ .. J.~~1 .. 
~.2 ~.2.L~l.U._~,;>:;b.~.-\:~':J ......... ~N l~~-~-~.l:J.~_::) .. ~;.) \ ............ ~~. \~-

. (f51) ___ -¥'.l...~~..:::li~ 
A1•1d th1.1s sahli!ll l we dc:1 <t.;::1 tcii\l-<e t(:1 hEttllY't the weirds c1f tfl11.!~J:.> 

return and heli!ll him». The words of the scii\gew cii\re well known 

to us thcii\t by merit of repentenee, redemption comes to the 

wc:1rld. Speed~. ly ir·1 ct1..1r dcii\y. Arnem. 11 

The Jew living dispersed cii\monu mcii\ny peoples eking out cii\ 

living in the midst of hostility, Ccii\me to the syncii\gogue for 

rest, meditation, prayers and compcii\nionship. At times the 

synagogue becmrne for mcii\ny, cii\W quoted in the Talmud, cii\ "Bet 



. .. A.22 . . JU!ld! 

particularly during the reading of the Torah the worwhipper 

could not resi$t conversing with hilll> neighbor. 

inveighed againlll>t thi~ practice in hilll> d~y. Molll>lemlll> would 

visit hilll> wynagogue and Rambam would be embarr&lll>ed by the 

lack of decorum. The Rambam eliminated the repetition of the 

making it le~w tedioulll>, the worshipper would not be tempted 

to converwe with him neighbor. 

worlll>hipper continued to face the temptation to converse 

conversation, even converlll>ation that deals with !i!!acred 

P.rnb.Jectm. Thilll> ·illl> F~. YTl •. H' u~ t!! .. tli!:ltl..Q.tin'-~.Glb.. <:•l"• deei:~·r• .. tm= 

~-~D~~l.~k._~_ .. ...'..ll 
--~~ . .tl,,_~~~-~.~~.'.'.....,.-1.w_$.2 . .,t-Y~~---·~~-...... \r:').'..U.\U.. 

~ .:L~~~.~\~'..-'"'" .... .,\bL .... ~~~~4 .... +.,i~~ .. -:r--~:Sil:£~ .. ., . .,.,\~1.~1. .. L_ 
~~~~~.~~.~~ 

ii!2 

' ·~ 
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~l?'3_.~~-... lL\_2J:l_tj:J .......... ~ ... ~~~?.L.~ ....... -... ~~~ ... ~_\ .. ~ ....... ~:2\..:~~J.~;3=:,: 
~\_j;,ll,j._S.J __ ,~~----t-S:-n~..:..-Q ___ f?.8--~ 
~~-)~··--·:i~ . .\~.~:2~-22 ...... _ .... ~.--·-.. -1 .. ~~~.-.... - ... -..J~1 .... D..~ .... L. 
-~-·~ .. s~~:u-.. ~~~~--........ 1._l ... ~ .. ~ ........ ~..;;.~.-.w. ................. J:l.::t .... \::J:J .. ~ ... --
__ ......; ......... -.. -·-----........................ _ ............ -... -.. _-··--·--... ~.)J .. S::.1 ... 0..~-·-~--·-·-··-·S: .. 2t.t ....... _ ... . 

-L~~--.-i '~.::::&.>~--\L?:-":,-J'J..~~---·­
__ _:_j_~::J:-~.l~--.:..J._~_!'.x.?.~--
.fu.Q.,_~L_nl_~ ll_ ____ _f_.ZJ~l~L;(_ 
--~~~~") ... _ .. J~ ....... -.. s::~ ........ dJ .. J .......... _ ............... ~\C ............. ...J1.J. .. .:i·L'.L ... _ .............. ~ ... ~1W ............. . 
_ .......... _ ... _... .................................................. ...__ .... _ ... \!~....:l ....... Q..J. ....................... ~ .... ~! ...... .l ..... ~ .................................... __ ,\~L.::i? ..... LJ ......... _ 
-------~(L_ _____ .e_~---f-L').k., __ _ 
< eii.i!i: > ............. _ ............................................. - .................................................................................................. _ ............ th)··1 .. ~ ..... L .. :.:J ... J~,L1 .. L .. J .... ~ ................. .. 
» May He who blessed our father Abrah~m, I~aac and Jacob, 

Moses, Aaron, David 4nd Solomon, M~y He bleMm the one who 

guards his mouth and hiM tongue from interupting with any 

conclusion, and at the time of tha re~ding of the Torah in 

public. ~ven convermation about the Torah all the more mo in 

conversation ~bout ordinary things mnd relmting newmworthy 

items. And m~y there ~ome upon him all the ble~mingw thmt 

are written in the Torah of our teacher Mowe~, of blemwed 

memory, and in all the book$ of the prophetM. May he behold 

righteous offwpring who are sustained in their livew and may 

he merit to the two tablem of the two worlclm which ~re thi$ 
r1 r 

W(:1r l d a bCt ll t Wh i Ch j, t i 1$ $mid D 11 a l"ld j, t i Im (30()0 ( .... ~ .. b.,,.l) 11 m l"IO 

the wr:::•rlc::I to:::• c::-r:::•me th.mt ins c~t.:•1•1$j.dered the DAV < ........... J:J .... ~ ........ ..> thli:\t; 

i 1s ill\ l t r:::1~~et her l c11•1g < f-.:?t e:trl"1i:l\ l > c\'i\l''1d cii\J. !l!>Ct 13001) < ..... .:?, .. l.C..). Al"1d let 



It needru to be noted thri:\t R. YTLH in hi~ piyyutim, and 

in hill!> commentri:\ries identifiem them with the Beal of him; 

Y1ii:Wte -............. ~.~.J .. C._.,._ .. ~'.-.l~ ....... , ii:\ ss he d <::•em; iY1 th fl.ll /iii bc:iv e l'1llf?..b .. ti:'?..P..~~r..im.t:~.t.J..• 
Meir Yaeri, the Bibliographer of the Hebrew Univerwity 

libr.mry ir1 hi!!S art:l~le cm .. ~~\.~'.J.fL-·~--!Ul3..=\2-.. ··' c.mm;t1m dc:·~.1bt; 
<::tY1 whether R. Y1"LH waw the auth<::1r <::•f thimi. t.1.i..1lab§...tl.@.t.:m.!.ln1.b.• He 

However, Yri:\eri's doubts were rejected in the article by A. M. 

Haberma;m ir'1 the ar-1th<::1log;iy ..... :~.( .... -~ ... \.~_ ...... ::'.!t~.~.~5;. ......... • H.mbr~rmom ir1 

h:l.m &rtiiclf.f cm P. .. b'..!;.1.1! .. :ti:.r.!I. by R. Y-rt..H r1<::1tetm tha·b ir-1 thG! !.l.1i;;JJ..~~!.:!t. .. 

"Am; 1moon am; it bec.mme known in the city of Cr.meow, the 

terrible deedm; that were performed in Nemirov, ruo that in 

order to remove the stumbling block of thfi.f great ~in of 

sabbath in a loud voice ••• " <54) 

Thim; l.'1..itJi!!.h.fr.'t..~.~.rJn.$11.!l. i 11!1 rm 1 tm<.~• f<::c~md i l"• ci.o\ rnai\l"11.1m1c:~r i pt rl\\t Ox fc:crd 

LJr-tiver!!!>ity librll\\ry llilmi ir·1 ai\r-1 ar1thc:•lr:::•nY emt:l.tled e . ..J)'.~ .. ~.l~ ........ ~J? .. !. ..... L .. 
..attri butec:I tr:::• R. YTLH. Cr:!ir.:J) 
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R. YTLH was :l.n the main a Talmudic mcholar and a 

halach:l.c authority, however there pul~ated within him a great 

It waf:I> through him poetry, h:l.w liturgical 

or ending of his rabbinic oommentariew, that he gave 

eMpremmion to the painw and sufferings of the Jewish people 

and their hopes for redemption. The P..i:.Y..¥.!..\.:!2. .. tr!l. brtiilcket i Y19 h :I. fli> 

and inspiration. 

and him talents in the writing of liturgical poetry. For R. 

YTLH this waw an incidental part of him career am a rabbi. 

hebrew grammar and hie mastery of the entire Biblical 

lit erat a.ire. For a rabbinic scholar in that particular period 

grarnrnM1r. Thim :l.m in contrast to the great talmudic 

authority, R. Mowem Isserlem him great predecemwor in the 

rabbinate of Cracow, who by him own admition was carelewm in 

him use of hebrew grammar. 

Fc:•r e><ample il"1 f~. YTL .. H' fill oi:.:1mmeY1t,iilry cm ~.l'.:..~Sb.~~.:12 .. •~?»Ei, he pi:::dY1tS1> 

C:•a.1t that ~---·~·2)\'_~.~-.... - dt1:1spit&~ the fac:t that :l.t eY1dll!> with 

which apply to it th• feminine. 

Because of his interest :l.n hebrew grammar, he mastered the 
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commentary of R. Abraham Ibn Ezra and wrote a 

diff:l.cuH; pai\115fi1Hii\fii1elill. <56) 

As mentioned in the opening chapter there are two sets 

his rabbinate :1.n Prague and the second set during his 

rabbinate in Cracow relative to the tragedy 

days of Ferdinand II. 

It is to be noted that in his Piyyut:l.m he impresses h:l.s 

11 i g l"1iil\ t ll r~~ Ct f --.. ·-···--·-.. -·cl:.J ... ..G._ ....... __ .,!.:,,'..'._L~ ........... • l' Ct g i V€T> ti\\ l"I ex amp l e Ct f 

th+#.1 ·First set Ctf ! .. U.!~711~!.'.t. urnd the umrn~ Ctf his l"1E1\mr.t •••• 

--·· .. ----.... ·-----·-~-~J' ~')_\_ ..... _.~-j\ fu .... ~.£~J~t ........ L~.:i.~.-..... \:J ... ~--~1~ 
---· .. ·---·--·-·--··-··--·-···-··~~~.2\s ___ s·~ .. .C~--........ ~.~~.~ ......... _..\~.--\L~ ..... L .......... _ 
-·-·~ .. d:_\~_ ...... :..:~\~:b ........ -t~ ...... l-.~::-£ ...................... \l.~ ........... _.~j-~.i?. ..... - .... 12~ .... ~ ... ~L 
-····-----·-.... ----·--··-···"'"'"--·--....... _ .................................. \~ ... 3 .... \..c..... ......... :::~t .. l:). ... ~ .................. \. .... ~ .................. ~ ..... ::>. ...... . 

~~~ ~22>-~hl.LJ.2~\'--&1hlL_~_:u__~~ 
~ ~~~~l-.. ~ .. ~.\..;~~~.~~~-;>.~.\.. __ ... f?. .... ~:~~ ......... ~ .. :u..lj~~.~ .......... e .. ~~ ... ~.-.\~1 ....... . 

~~\ C2.J. '¥~ .. l ........ ~ ~-·~\t.:~.~~~s:~ ......... f. ... ~ .. ~~~ ..... :?. .. ~ .......... ~~":£._.::i~l~~ .......... ~~ . .N .. 12.:J .. :~ ....... 
(!!7) ___ ~~~.+-'"::i~--~~~i..~ ... ~ 
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one upon the other ••••• 

and they may forever may Sod be exalted ••••• 

He shepherds his people like sheep in the mid$t of terrifying 

wol velia ••• 

For him God ham choMen. 

God im good <Tov> and a tower of mtrength to tho$e who hope 

in Him with all their heartm 

and even though they $eek to entice him with their mouth$ .mnd 

they lie with their tongueew and their expremmionm 

With Hi$ compamsion He will forgive $in and like righteous in 

heart He will p.my heed to them 

because their redeemer im determined and He will contend on 

their beh.mlf. 11 

In the first paragraph R. YTLH conclude$ with .m sentence 

taken from Deuteronomy 1816 

........ -................ ~c-~~--~·~·-··-~~<).) .. b ...... ~ ... ~.3..~.k ......... '.::\ .. D.i?. ....... .l .. i?? .... ~~ .. , aY1d 

in the second paragraph the quote iM taken in itm entirety 

declared a famt day in commemoration of the walv.mtion of the 

Jeww and the evening .mM .m time of joy and thankmgiving, R. 

YTLH wrr.:1t; e 11 

... - .................................. - .... ~-J~ ... \.~~ .... \ ........ !~~~-\L.......~.hlJ2.J .......... f..~~ ... ~.~ ..... ~.~\.~~-.. L . 

................................................. _ .. ___ ...................... -.......... ~--~·-~-~.D~ .......... ~'.QJ..::>. ... ~ ............. e~.~·~'-............... '.Q-i.~·-· 

', 
I 

i 
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·--··· .. ---................. --·---·-~~-.. ~.~-:.~ ........ ~-~~.J.2). .............. i.~ ... ~\ .. n ..... ~.:2 .. ?.3 ........... ~.~ .. ¥ ... . 
~' ~ \ 2 .. ~-·---~3)J;L .. :l,...l~~\ .................. :J2~:2 ... ~ ............ \~ .. .3 ... ~ ....... )...j~ .. ~~ .... :~.1).~ .. --
~~-~~~ .... _...l~ . ..).~~-·2) '.1~-~~ ........... D.~ ... ~ ... ~~-·--···~ ... L.~~~.~ ...... ~ .... ~ .... ~ ... 2.~":0.2 

( 58) .... - ................. ~ ..... ~ ... ~~ ........ ~~~~ ... ~ .......................... ~c .. ~.-...................... :u<;.~ ... -~ .... _ ...... ~ .. -~\ .. ~:~-........ ~ ..... ~ 
"And when with your deed you m~de the mourners ~nd the 

bereaved rejoice 

to drive •w•y the Morrow$ in • double conMolation 

so may you word be fulfilled "I return to Jerusalem with 

For it is ~ day of revenge for God ~ ye•r of recompense 

Fulfill the words of your meer ~~ in your ple•s•nt speech 

to bring us to Zion in song rejoicing and pl•nt us in the 
f 
' ' I , 
I 

ciil!!s it is writtw.w1 " 01'"1 th+:? third day He wi 11 !lll1st•:ll'"1 um> c.w1d Wt:? 

shall live before him" forever 

For Shilo will come unto Him a gathering of peoples • 

His invocation of Zion is not a simple rhetorical flourish 

but his passion•te love for Zion and Jerum~lem •s exemplified 

in almo~t all of hi$ works. 
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l'he mr. .. t.;!, .. ~~!lSi!.!i.. cw1 ............ ~G .... L .... X::J.:? ... -.. wer£1? wrHd.:r.:wr by R. Y"fl .. H 

during hi$ rabbinate in Cracow. Though Cr~cow wa~ not 

Most p~rticularly he w~s deeply moved by the ~laughter of the 

people of Nemirov, where previou~ly he held the r~bbinic 

post. As mentioned in the firmt chapter he had first felt 

that there wa~ no need for new slichot and that there ~hould 

agreed t i:::• wr i t e l"1ew !!.l..i.£\.tl~.:ft •• 

this introduction ••• 

~~..)J.~~at.hL..3'.>.iJ ~>.>~-; .. u:::i~~c;:). 
~ ... ~~~l:>.-~~~-... 5::.~ ........... ~~:J.:;u .. h.L. .... \\)~ .......... f..~l .. s;:) .. ~.\. ..... _t_~.Q.D ....... i. .......... r. • .:J.2:1 .. D 

)"" ~b~~~~····~~ .. :~.:y_'.?> ...... ~-cl.\~\ ..... ~C:2 ... \:~.\.G.~ .. \! ....... '"~ .. ~.~~~ ..... ~~ .. ~ ...... \.~} .... 'J .... ~. 
~ ...... ~~~ . .::>. .. :y.~~~ ....... ~~~.~?.>.J:~L~ .... -~ . .JJ.'2..t ..... :~~~\?J.e. ..... :~ .. W~:J ... l.D.i.. ..... ;Pi~) 
~~'.UL~\l-~-l.O.~.£..i....~}l_'.)_ 
-~\~_.:),.DJ.~~---... ~)2i.J.)S1. .... ~.:~:J~~,:~L ...... ~ .. ~ .... ~:~h\..L ......... e .... ~\.GJ. ...... P. .. ~..) .. ~.3.:v).) 

~~":\...~ ...... !.~:J.~ ... S.~ .. L ... e.u.\~~-·--· ... ~il'.\l.l ..... .......u,J ... ~~ ... '.:\l ... --... \~~-::L~ ........ f.12~ .... .l\\.~-t._ 
~\i-.. "1 ..... ~t=v.~~-'rns:\.~~5.J. __ .£:?.>. .. ~~ ...... f.:~l:SU2d.d.. ....... e..\.~ ......... S:~ ... ~ .. -...... e~w.L~. 

'}\ ~~.~~ ... ~ C:~L ..... ~:3.l.~~ ..... ~.~\U?.:: .......... ~~:it ... : .... ~~?:l .... ~ .. ~1~\ .... ~ .. ~.h\~3:£ ... ~ ..... h\.13 ..... . 
,fa~> :\i!.~ .... ~ ... :»S! ....... \:::>. .... r.~ .... ~.~->.i.\.~.~~~ .. ~~ .. :~.:) ......... ~~ .. ..J.~ ........ E .... a.~ .. ~3..'.J.JZ. ...... ~~'J.~ ...... ~~;" 

n ' ~ C)d'"")cD .. r. ' ' 
11 Th+H•e !...Ltt;:b..Sii!~~.. f r.:•ltl"1dec:I r.m t;ft:::• l c::lel"1 f c:•• .. mda:\t i cm t hr..'+ l 1nw·1~3 ltiii1Qe :im; 

H~levi~ may God watoh over him ~nd ble~s him, the muthor of 



of the community of Cracow on the terrible deereeM and the 

great destrucion thMt took place in the Ukraine. 

leader~ of the Four Land$ with the agreement of their Gaonim, 

themselve~ and all their descendants to recite them every Yorn 

K:l.pp1,,1r beft.::1r&:? the ~J .. i~h!\\\.• •• 

--·--............ - ......... -.... -.~·-........................... --·-··----~·-~-~~ .. --.~-~-~2 .. __ ~>. .. ~ ................. ~ ... ~ .. 11~~ .. ~ .......... _ 

that I was directed here in the community of prague to print 

them again so that they will be recited here too in Prague on 

~. s rea 11 y •Y1 c:i 1 d lli\.l;t..!2.t.:Ull b1ii\tmed upc:1r-1 &\ l ph&\br~t i ca\\ 1 1aerc:1tmt :t cu~ 

that R. vn .. H wrcite. Beghmr-1fr1g with th&:? letter 11 
_ .... 2L ..... 

" , _, _____ ~.S:i~... he f uh I o,.,:d ;~1" 11.UJ;;JJ~ to b" a 

cc:1r11memc1rflt ~. ve P.J .. Y..:'L.M.!i. f<:1r ....................... ".. ... :J .. ) .. :: .. L~ ....... J~~·-· .... · 
R. v·rLH wrc1t6u 
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-···\~ .. S'::)D~ ............ ~\:u~Ll:\ ............ ~.~2 .. h.12 ...... _:.i::b ................ p.~ ..... D.fLb.J ..... ~ ........... S:.~:?.j ... L ... .. 
................... ..._ ..................................................... ~ .. ~~ .. i.Cl. .... .?..._ .. J .... ~.~-·-·-·=<·: .. G_.~ .... ~.~-............... e .. ~.~ ... :e:-~----
........ -.-·.-............. -............. f.~ ......... ~ ... I?:?_ .............. ~); .................. \-~~ .. \ ............ ;.~~ .. J:;..c.~ ................ ..LJ __ ::>. ............... ... 

< t:'iO > ................................................................................................................................................................... t~~J.-........ '.t . ..i.:J ..... D. .. :?. ...... l ............................. . 
"The yeMr of (~)40S and (~)409 we were mueh am~aulted we your 

beloved children. 

We haH::I hc.1pec:I ·b hll\\t i l"1 th~. fl6 ................................................................................................ ye.ar each C:•l"1e 

will return to his inherited land from the land of their 
l. 

Recompenae us for the yecil\ra that they destroyed and con~umed 

us over much the powerful alcil\ughterer who cuta down and 

return us the good by your goodness .as you have 

Deut 13n iS) 

And he will give you compassion cil\nd he will take pity on you 

As in most of R. VTLH's writing .and most partieularly in hia 

this one he gives ~ot only his name but alludes to his 

C~)(::•mmemt cil\ ry I.~!Jt!f.C!:t:f.':•t ...... Y.~i!.f.!'.!." .... I.~!.Y.. a 

-~)~~ ... -.. f.~ ..... lJ....\):J ........ s.~~~ .......... ~ .. ~.v::§. ... ~ .... ".S.:§ ............ ~ .. ~ .... u..~ ... -..... ~~ ... ~.QJd2-~. 
-~~~·--~~~ ......... ~ ~£L ..... S:.::b ............ l~.~ .... ~ .... 2 ............ ~ .... r.:) .. cl ........ " ... ".e~.~ .. t~---
____ .. c~ .. ~ .... l:\.~E. ...... :~2~\~ .... " ...... t .. ~'.2j_~~ ........... E;P~-~-..... 2~~J~tt ............... :.?.:: ... 1 ... ~-
·--............... - ...................... - ................................. ~ ................................. """"'""""''""'"""""'"'""'"""'"""""'"'"'"'"""'"'"'"""""'"''J.:Q. •• ~.'.)}.). .. :J.::>. ....... ~2.D.1.~ ....... ..) ...... ... 



··-··----... -~?.2 .. ~~~ ......... ~ .. Q.:?.-~ .......... ,.~js::D. .... ~ .................. :.~2 .. 2.b\:'L ....... ~~~~?. .. -... -~ ... ~J~_ 
( 61 ) _,_ ........................................................................................................................ ~1.:;~:::>. ................. ~.~.:.::u . .J.~\ .................... ).} .. ),S:.:':? .. ~ ..... ~ .... .. 

tli\re good whether they do little or much. 

For lo to your name tli\nd for your remeberCi\nce 

In addition to writing liturgictli\l poetry R. YTLH wrote 

poemllll to celebrate the conclusion of some of his maAJor 

work$. He wrote an extensive one on hiim completion of him 

description of the architecture of the Temple, bcii\aed upon 

E::t:ek i el :ll-1 .... -~ .•. ~dJ .. :;)~~).:~ .............. · <G&. > Of spec:I. ci\\l si tal"d f i F.aaAl"11:::-e:~ 

are him poems upon the completion of his comment6Ary on the 

Mi mh l"1ah ci~ l"1c:I ......... ~\~ ... l' ... ~\ .... ~.~?>:::S •. l::J ....... a.i 1r1d ....................................... 3 .. :'.l .. .'.3.1..~ ... .LL ...... ~ . .::::>..t?.3 •• 

I quote here only two paAimllllages, one for the completion of 

T C:•llll6A f C•t y C:::•m 'f(::1v cii\ l"1d Ctl"lf~ Im t cl'il m~ Ci\ C:1\r1 .................... - ....... ~.t~ .. .f'j~--·-~--~3.:i.b:J. .. . 

Ci\l"1d ........... ~~\.~ .• ~~ .. --~-~ .... ;?.3?. __ • 

........................... ---··-·-·--·--.. -·-··-........ ~.\~~.} .............. ~?.3. .... ~ .......... ~.~-.D-~ .............. f .~ . .hl .......... ..:u .. U. 
- ........................ ~_\_) ..... d). ..... u ................ ~?. ... Sd ............... i= .. ~.-- .. r.s.=~~--............... ~).~ .. ;;;::b.f-J._ 

~~ ~~~--.. -~::i ....... !.~.-1_\J·b·-.............. t.;)~_.h.\ ... ~ ............................. Li~-~ .. ~.J. .... ~ ..• D. ................ \2 .. ~.J .... _. 
_\?_~.2.~.~ ......... 2>.;.R..J.~ .. ~ .......... ~ .. ~ .............. ~~ \ ... ~ ...... - .. e ... 1.~ .................. ~ ... ~ .. £>-.. Q .. ~ .. 02 ... Q.. ........ . 

( 6 3 ) .. Hlf ... ,t .. >nHtH .. !Ht~t .. HIH•Hll>«"llOHlnlllHlt .. Htt1mt10tli•"O"'llllHlilnO"-ll1 ... H ... , ........................... ,; .......... OHll ..... -"l ..... m...-oHm> .. ltf< ..... tH ... UtU .. H>ll .. 10 .. tl"ll'IHtolilmttl"""'"~'"'"''"''"l!l ... IOl .. l•"" .... Ht"l<"t<'1•H"•HlffttlltHn .. Hl ... t .. otH 

"How sw~et to my p~l~te even more th~n honey of the wood~, 

that I have merit to complete thlw ~eetion 



C.•f ·-...... - ...... --~J,.:)..s.J.~_ ......... ti\\l"1d WC• rn;ay yc11.tr dcli\y!ill be g<::•c•d the C.•ld 

w i t h the y<nm rJ fr1 <the st t..td y > c• f I.~i~J!!Ull..f..!m!.t ........ Y..£-:!.11.1 .... l.r;;;tY.. cil\ l"1d t he m>i >< 

Qy, the cccrnplet ic.•l"1 c.cf ....... ..'.:?..).S:J ......... ~ ... ~\ .......... : ... ),J .. ~3. ... :(;. ...... h.L .. 

smd .... - .... -,)2\~Ll~:L.D. ........ ~ .... '..~.?5 ... l r.:tt.tc.•te th€+! first imtam.-:a c•f hh1 

cc•l"•C..~ l ud i l"1 g pc•ern n 

pleasti\\ntne!ills and enjoyment in this composition insteti\\d of all 

the great riches with the richest of tapestry. Study it, the 

children of the living God in the cornpti\\ny of deep insight. 

Lo you will come to stand on the principlelill of his tradition 

to enjoy the pleaaantriea of the King." 

poetic quality though he was not in the clasa of the great 

He wrote lti\\roentM on the trti\\gedy of hia dti\\y and yet aM we saw 

he wa!ill ti\\ble to rejoice and give thanks for the opportunity to 

Mtudy God'1m Torah. HiM life was filled with perwonal anxiety 

becauae of enernie!ill who aurrounded him as we shti\\11 aee in the 



--------.-~-~----~----~----------------------· 

R. YTLH's faith never faltered and even in the 

alway111> concluded with a note of confidence ~nd tru~t in God. 

from his early days on he turned to matters dealing with 

religious philoruophy iii\nd theology. In his early youth he 

wrc:•t e a C(=•rnmel"1t a ry t.:ir·1 __ ...... ~S.t:~-:;:S2-.J..: ... ~:?.. .. 2?. ...... 

by --... ~ .... ~:J.:?::{::>..!?,d:)., ........ ~ .. ..)~~~J ....... ?.)~~3 .... ~-... ' ~.i\ poet i e phi l ost.:•ph i r~.1~ l 

During his rM.bbinate in PrM.gue, the philo111>opher R. Yowef ben 

Yit~ehak HaLevi vi111>ited Prague for the purpose of publiwhing 

h :I. r:~ 1::l''.::•mr1'1~1n•1t ary cm the ... ~ .. ~.~\.tl::::\ ......... '.2?.'..}.J .... .h.J .... -....... t.:•f' thf.11 Rmrnbmm 

kl"1C:•Wl"1 aw ..... -.............. '.D~1~ .. ~ ..... ~~.t~-~::·"·· .. -··· (65) Ouri l"•n the ct.~••.trts€·'il c•f 

him ~oJaurn in Prague, Rabbi Yit~chak interested R. YTLH in 

him comrnentmry ~nd in his p~rticular mppromch to 

the ---~-~-~) ... ~ ........ ~ .. ~.lhL ..... · R. YTLH then wrote glosseM and a 

to the~e comments. R. YTLH iii\l~o wrote Iii\ super-commentary on 

Rabbi Bachya'M commentary on the Torah along kabbalistic 

l i l"1etm. 
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commentaries he did not involve them with any kabbalistic 

speculat iC•l'Hlh 

On the other hand his philoMophical and theological 

concerns are reflected in him commentary in the Mi~hnah, momt 

p liil rt i c 1.1 l a r 1 y i l"• E~ .. i..r..!~.!..t ... f.:bt..~l!.:t?. .. • 

Chapter two R. YTLH'~ commentary on Mi~hna~ 113, and him 

lengthy commentary on reward and puni$hrnent. 

Il"1 E~ .. tr..~.tit .. L .... 8.Y.~ttL eha\ptr~r !a"1 arnc:w1g thfh! prc:•vr.:.+rbt;!) c:1f Hil.h~l :it 

state1;u 

11 Upc1l"1 !lllee:l.1•1t;;1 '"' hurnml"1 !mkull flc1~i\ti1•1g cm the Wti'At+:er he addreFJlflllf.+?c::I 

it thus= because you have drowned others they have drowned 

yc11,.1. Ir1 the e1•1d they whc:• drccw1"1ed yc:11.1 fish.mil be drc:1w1•1ed 11
• 

R. YTLH raisem the theological question that reality doeM not 

comport with this $taternent. In R.VTLH's lengthy diseourwe 

he invokem Pythagoram, Abravanel, the Rambarn and the R.mmban. 

Though he answerM in the umual conventional way concerning 

the limitations of human rea~on, neverthelems he does not 

hesitate in raising the thorny probl~ms of reward and 

punishment, the prosperity of the evildoer, providence and mo 

fc•rth. :t:1•1terewtil"1gly, he p<::d.l"1ttm c•ut thti'i\t the l!! .. t!!.b.r.:tm'll depmrts 

from the pure hebrew to the arti'i\rnaic becaume there wam ti'1' need 

to affirm in the mr~mmic vernaculmr this theological 

principle, of reward and punishment, ti'i\r~rnaic being the 

lti'1'nguage of the time~. 

In reflecting on him interestw in philotmaphy and 

theology mnd even kabb~l~h there im no quemtion in my mind 



that R. YTLH took hiw inMpiration froM RaMbam. 

without equal the greatemt of Jewish philoaopherw in the 

medieval period. In Rambam'~ Talmudic work~ particularly in 

reflect$ his deep concern with philoMophical problems. So 

too with R. YTLH. He doem not heaitate to confront major 

theological problema. Though he did not write • sy~tematic 

his philosophical interests were wide and far. 

mentioned the workm of R. A~~ariah D'Roswi even though many 

rabbis in hia day looked upon him •~ a heretic. 

Even R. YTLH'~ own master the Maharal of Prague looked with 

dimfavor upon A~~ariah D'Roawi. 

R. YTLH ~uffered greatly at the handw of the surrounding 

gentile authorities even to the point where he wa~ impri~oned 

vied with one another in persecuting the Jew~. Many rabbis 

in p•ined retaliation placed their non-Jewiah neighbor~ on 

the lowest rung of creation and took away from them their 

They invoked the Talmudic 

I 
·I 

: f 

! ·. 

I 



~~\L.-~:.\ )(v. .... J?..:12~ .............. ~ .. \.~.\ ....... ~m·~i\G ....... \~~~ ... -\ . .:J .. ~ ............ _f:J.~1.~ ...... . 
Yebarnc:•t 611 1 

CC:::•l"1!!:1:I. dered. " 

(thtlf)re :lit-> a variii~l"1t; reci\\dj.l"•fil ............. f..~.\~ .. ...J."J ...... ~lliJ..'ft. .............. , gf'l~l"1t:lleru1 
:t l"11mt eac:1 1.:·+r ........ m ...................... E.~'. ... J.~:::[ .............. , pagal"11m. > 

R. YTLH di~m:l.~weM ~uch a rc\l\dicci\\1 wtatement. He even implie~ 

that it deviate~ from the theologicc\l\l foundci\\tions of the 

the image of God. He i$ exceedingly beloved for it wa~ mci\\de 

known to him thci\\t he Wci\\W crec\l\ted in the Imci\\ge, as it i~ 

wri ttemu 

R. YTLH comment~ on thiw pa~Magen 

\~~~~:i>.-.. \~ ...... ~::B .. s-.t ....... u. .. ~.n:J. .......... J.':>:b ....... ::u.~~ ........ :ut~J~ .... ~.-~\~ ........ 1-?~~.bf ... . 
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?\~ ~~ ..... s-·~~2:~~~ .............. f.iL--~ ... ;>_ ............ e .. 3.l~-·-~~~----~-~~~-·-···~1:.:tcl ... \.L .. N .......... .. 
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from the p~th, they did not want to explain the words of R. 

Akiva that he meant all human beings not only Israel and they 

depe.wrded i l"r thai r stat&w1e.w1t111> C:•l"r the T.rd.muc:Hc:~ d iot um "y<:•u are 

known ~s Adam <human) and •o forth'', for this i• an 

interprtation bam>ed on another interpretation and in this way 

were hardpre•••d in explaining "In the Image", and in the 

explanation of the pa111>sage that they brought for proof. But 

as I sea it the way i• paved and direct, meaning that R. 

Akiva wanted to grant equality to all human beings •• we ware 

commanded by out teacher Moma•, of bl•••ed memory, according 

tc• the F~ambarn". 

The•• comment• are not in the cl••• of medieval or modern 

apologetics •• im the want of soma modern scholars to 

familiar with Talmudic terminologie111> and their background. 

R. YTLH in this lengthy commentary does not he•itate in 

quoting the Rambam who 111>aid that we have the right by force, 

even to the point of death, to force the Noachide• to accept 

R. YTLH in hi• humani•t 

outlook than •tataa that it i111> all the better to per~uade by 

wordM and logic, by teaching them, Noachide gentiles, that 

they are beloved becauMe they were created in God'a image. 

With thiM knowledge they will inevitably accept the~• basic 

principle• of the Torah. 

Withal, R. YTLH look~ upon the wi~dom of the Torah, that 

is the wim>dom of the revealed God •M being on a far higher 



_1,-

What follows i• that 

Israel in accepting the revelation of Torah is chosen. And 

chi ldrel"1. They •re axoeedingly beloved for it was made known 

beloved, for a precious instrument was given to them. They 

•re exceedingly beloved for it was made known to them that 

they were given • precious instrument with which the world 

was created, •• it is written »For I give you good do~brine, 

forsake not my Torah'' <Proverbs 4n&>. » 

Along these lines R. YTLH make• an interesting distinction 

between the wisdom of Israel <Torah> and the wisdom of the 

gentile• (philosophy and natural science and so forth>. In 

diacusse• the matter of the ble~aing bestowed upon the wi•e 

for the wise men of Israel u•e• the 

t c.~rrn -~--_?.~.2.D.bJ ..... ~-~~.D..~ ... , '' yc:r 1 .. 1 h • v f.~ ~\lhi1.1.:.~st y<::c u w j, imd c1m '' • 

When we behold wiae men of the gentile• we bless 

C:~oc:I ............. ~.--...... 2 .. j.l.}:}.~.LU~ .......... \..J).~.J:U, ......... , '' fc•r hii:\V i. l"•U gj.,Y,,!i?,.l'.'J. him> 

wisdom». According to R. YTLH, this distinction ia because 

the wisdom of the Tc~ah ia without end and • human being c~n 

not conceive it in ita entirety. 

Revelation iM therefore ~ neceM~ity, hence th~ bles~ing ia 



Irur@el through revelation of Hi~ wiadom. But the wi•dom of 

the gentile• one can come to know it in ita fullneaa( even 

without revalF.lltion). The:?r<+?ft.:•r<+» the 1;erm ........ \d.~.-.J. .... ~ ................. , 
htii\bi r.aiveY1" 3.• F.i\pprc•priF.11te. 

Without •pologetic• R. YTLH iiilppreciates the worth of 

every human being •nd revered the dignity that God beatowed 

colleagues of th•t day F.ilnd even thoae who preceeded him, who 

•ought to deprive the gentile& with whom the Jewish people 

were forced to live •• non-humtii\n being•. Furthermor• in 

keeping with the RenF.lli•••nce period, R. YTLH F.ildmired the 

t::\tl!> iiil threili\t. A• we aaw, R.YTLH referred in hi• commentariea 

ta Euclid'• geometry to Pythagor•• and to the Greek 

But •• we have just aeen R. YTLH believed that 

thi• wiadom i• inferior to the wiadom of revelation, the 
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autogiographical •croll describing the ho•tilitie~, 

the beginning of the Book of 

LmmaY1t c1i\ t i c:•l"1!!ll ... --..... :J.-~ .. :j;,, ... ~2.J ....... _ ..... 3... .. 3.~:2.-.... _ ........... :W.~ ... ~.~-· ............... ~};,?,~~\ ... ~ ............... • 

Before cowing to the city of Prague where the tragedy that 

!15erved in • number of cowwunitie!l5 with great di!l5tinction. In 

the year 5385 <16&4>, R. Yl~H $erved aw chief rabbi of 

Nickelmberg in Moravia. Five month• later he wam called to 

the Jewish community of ViennUA, the capital of Au•tria, a• 

it!l5 Ch:l.t'.tf Rcnbb:l. 

special qu•rter for the Jew!l5 outmide of the city limit• where 

they would enjoy a mea$Ure of autonomy. After two yearw in 

Vienna, he wam elected chief rabbi of Prague whera he had 

judge)}). 
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<head of the Academy> in Prague. In R. YTLH'1ii> younger dayms 

iY1 t=•r&1 r:;i u e he wr(:1t f.I? iiA 1~c.m1m+::mt .;n ry (:11•1 &1~ ... .LJ9~ . .J~ .... [!..~ .... ~.,,, r::1 f 

Yedayah Habardermi. Him mtudies of the Bible rewulted in a 

Kabbalah he wrote• commentary on R. Bachya ben A$her'ms 

c(:1mrf'rnn··rb ti\\ry <:11•1 t h1;~ T1::cra."1.h w :i. ·b h the t i'li le ................. _J:-~ .. C .......... ~1 .. G. ........... '" ... • 

T<:•Y,,, wh i ah :i. ms h 3. a mc•mt p<:q::H.1l1ii\r wr.:•r~'·· Hr.~•wever, h.i~ c~co"1fl1> i c:i+~r«f?d 

hi. s cr(::cwir1 i ir1g .mch :l ev1;w1em1; ..... - .... ~~~ ...... ~ ..... ~~~..}~:~L 
amd ........................ ~.~~\~ .. h ....... ~ .... .£).S,;, c:lu4'i\l cc:•mme1•·1t1mr:l&u1 cm ·bh£f? R(.~•m>h, 
R4'i\bbei ir1u A$hmr. 

Duke Frederic WM\$ crowned King of Bohemia. 

Frederic. With • great army Ferdinand vanquimshed the rebellm 

Thewe wti\\rlil> la$ted ten 

yearms and proved • great financial drain on the people. 

Plotms and counterplotms abounded. Finally in R. YTLH'~ mstory a 

terrible conmpiraey waw organi~•d againMt him with tragic 

remn.11 ts. 

YTLH wams informed that an order for him arremst wam delivered 

by the King to the Viceroy, and that he $hould be brought in 



chain~ to Vienna, at that tima tha capital city. Laadara of 

the Jawiah community were faarful that thia arraat might 

pracipitata a pogrom againat tha Jaw&. 

that R. YTLH ahould not ba put to auch ahama and ha wa• 

parmitted to go to Vienna with only police aacort. 1 Y• V :l lli.'l"1l"1c:~ 

ha was accu•ad of writing uncomplimentary atatamanta about 

·t; he Ch r i im 'I; i ;a Y1 f .-a j, t h i. 1"1 h i im ... ~ ........... - ......... ~~N ...... ~ .. J. .. 3 .. ::£:...A .. L 
1'-\'"l.\ ....... p (~ .. 

li:"l l"1d ............ _ .... , .... _ .......... f .............. J.J .. bLJ ..... J._ ...... ~ ....... s~.~--.... · R. Y1 l .... H h. Sitt el"1&:~d t t.:• t G~ l. l th«·~ 

raadar that thare ia no truth in tha rumor that the King waa 

il"1<:~&-mse-?d •1~bcJ1.At: ·the tit lG' .................. ~~~ ............. ~._J.3. . .l.J~J .... _.... The 1-<i.l"•ta them 

rafarrad R. YTLH'• caaa to a •P•cial commiaaion for a 

daciaion. For a ahort while R. YTLH waa confined to the 

death houaa in tha priaon compound, but aftar many pl••• by 

the Jawiah laadera, ha waa tranafarrad to other quarter&. 

The commiaion placed bafora him thia major queation ••. 

the Talmud ia th• unwrittad Law of our people and hi• praise 

of the Talmud waa only for our people. 

pronounced a aantanca of daath but the Emperor finally 

relented and commuted the aentence to a fine of 12,000 

rheniah thallera. He alao ordered all of his book& to be 

After much pleading and negotioation the fine w•• 

reduced to 10,000 thallera to be paid at v•rioua interval&. 

Member• of hia family and leader& of the community came to 

him aid in paying thia fine. Hia enemiea continued on to 

peraue him and oppoaaed helping him in the p•ymenta of the 



-·~~ '·', 

fine.· Failing in their plot, hi• anemia• con&pirad to remove 

his •• the rabbi of Prague. 

jail, R. VTLH was relaa&ad on the twanty-aigth day of B~· 

The order for the da&truetion of him books was recinded. 

But, certain word& in hi& book• were to be changed most 

particularly aubwtitution& had to be made for the word 

11 gewf'bile 11
• 

R. YTLH returned to Prague on the ave of Yom Kippur 

R. YTLH 

dac::-:re&Hi ·f<~•r him> d'*)f:!>C£~r1dar1t¥.11 ·bhat tih+r:l fifth d1::iy of lit:U!'.!!!!!11,\,!, 

~hall alway& be a family fast day because on that day ha w•• 
ordered to Vienna as a prisoner, with the purpose rn,t only of 

doing him bodily harm but also to destroy him books and him 

writ i r1g~E.;. 

:t:r1 the:~ mc.•wbh <::•f fil.b .. ~~.Y..~:tf.. ~~3~JO <F1~bru.;11ry 183(>), R. Abrat·i.mrn 

the son of the community leader, Jacob Basch brought the new& 

that the King removed the ban on R. YTLH'• practice of the 

rabbinate in the other countries of the Empire namely Garmany 

til\lr1d J.tti'i'llYo 

After attending a wedding in Lublin, the wadding of hi& 

younger son Abraham, R. YTLH'• wife &tarted out for Prague to 

be with her three unmarried d•ugter•. But on p••~in~ through 

R. YTLH'• family ~plit into 



Co9 

with another part of the family and tha othar three daughters 

In the year ~390, R. Yl~H was elected chief rabbi of 

Nemirov, in Ruasia for three years. After one year the 

entire family was reunited. Upon the expiration of tha threa 

years, R. YTLH accepted the call to tha city Ludmir, tha main 

While in Ludmir, R. YTLH lad th• fight against tha 

customary in many areas in tho•• days. The Council of th• 

Four Lands joined R. YTLH and his collaaguaa in affirming 

Again because of this decree ha was almost oustad 

by his anemia• from hi• post in Ludmir, but ha managed to 

maintain hia position with the help of the leaders of the 

During the course of his rabbinate in Ludmir his 

grandson Nathan married the daughter of the Rabbi of Halm, 

F~. YTL.H : f 

'1.' 

rejoicing for his family and their descendants, because now 
. l 

he was reatored with God's help to the status of a chief 

rabbi of a famed city. 



R. YTLH'• •on Shmuel upon the death of hi• father 

decided to write • aupplemant ar~ tall the details of the 

tragedy that befell hi• aainted father and hi• father•' 

Shmuel atudied in the city of Matz, 

Franca for four year•. There he atudiad the Talmud and 

It w•• the cuatom of thoaa daya for all atudants 

to travel on foot with backpacks. While on the outakirta of 

Vienna he raatad in a park. Shmuel heard a acraam, and he 

saw a bull chaaing a women and a governs•• with a amall child 

Quickly Shmuel aaw the red kerchaif around the 

neck of the govern••• and tore off the kerchief and flung it 

at the feat of tha bull. 

Later on Shmuel viaitad an aunt 

jail facing a terrible ordeal. Ha viaitad hi• father in jail 

where hi• father de&cribed in great detail hi• quamtioning 

before the commision and the viceroy. 

mainly aa a ramult of two anemia• of R. Y1~H who 

·t; rim rr!!ll :t •~t; ac::I ............... \~~ ..... ~ ..... ~~ ..... b.J .................. ••\r1d ....... ,. • .:::?\:\.~li.\.) ..... S?.J~.~' 
Delicaciaa of the King and Pleasing Bread, and aeeuaed R. 

YTLH of in~ulting th• Chri~tian raligion. R. YTLH'a graat 
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fear was not only for hima•lf but for tha pomsibility that 

the •ntire Jewish community ba expelled from tha provinces 

under tha rule of the Emperor. 

Shmuel in deapair went to ••• tha Franch Ambasaador Turanna 

The ambaaaador promised to help, ~• did his 

wife. Thay prevailed upon the Emperor and the Queen, and R. 

YTLH waa raleaaed with only a fine aa related in the original 

M.fiif..ta.;!, .• ;tJJ~:ti .. JP~l!.Y.J~.t:'!.· 

Finally th• French Rmba&aador Turanne revealed the back~round 

of thia plot againat Shmuel'• father. 

Raphael, an opponent of R. YTLH, waa owed anourmoua auma of 

money by soma government official&. Raphael anliatad two 

!.~l..i!.Y..!.!.'.'.! .. tr.!l (.j uc:I tat'<Hld ~ R. ..rr:::•s~•ph f:~1:~hi:::1rr ;am.1 F~. Av i Eadc:•r Rf:iH~hf.i·1ru;, t; c:• 

tranalate into Garman aoma paaaagas from R. YTLH'a writing 

that would be dama~in~ to R. YTLH. 

~overnmant official• to cancel their debt if they helped to 

After the Ambaaaador succaadad in racinding the mentanca 

•gainmt R. YTLH which could hava ramultad in hi• axacution 

the Emperor ~•vad faca by applying a penalty against him. 

Shmuel raturnad to Pragua awaiting him father'• return from 

Vienna. Soon tharaaftar whila R. YTLH was still in Pragua 

Raphael fell gravely ill. Ha &ant for R. YTLH and confasaed 

him terrible sin of conapiring against him. Ha ••k•d for 

forgiven••• and according to Shmuel, R. YTLH maid to Raphaal= 



11 I h•raby forgiv• you •v•rything from the bottom of my heart 

So enda tha additional word• of Shmuel the won of R. YTLH. 

religioua war• of Europe. It waa a war betwe•n Prot••tanta 

most of th• nation• of Europ• wer• involv•d. 

cauw• of the war waa th• ho•tiliti•• b•tw•an the Berman 

Prot•atant• and th• Berman Catholic•. 

In 1555 a tr•aty waa aigned in Rug•berg which had intend•d to 

aettle the r•ligioua qu••tion in Germany. Both group•, th• 

Catholic• and the Prot••tant• violated thia treaty. 

th•n became a g•n•ral atruggle for t•rritory and political 

In 1608 th• Proteatanta organized th• Evangelical 

Union and th• Catholic• found•d the Holy League. The war waa 

••t off whan the Archbiahop of Prague ord•r•d hi• p•opl• to 

deatroy a Prot••tant Church. 

They then roa• in r•volt and thi• mark•d the 

beginning ot th• Thirty Year• War. Thia war began in Bohamia 

and apraad to other countri•a of Waatarn Europa. 

The Bohemian Protamtanta removed Catholic King Ferdinand the 

•ucceaaor of Matthiaa from th• throne and choaa in hi• ataad 



Frederic who waa a Protestant and waa at that time th• Duka 

Ferdinand waa raiaad to be the Holy Roman 

In 1620 Emperor Ferdinand dafaatad tha aohamian 

Proteatanta in th• Battla of the Whit• Mountain. Catholociam 

became th• stat• religion. Finally after many battlaa going 

back and forth tha Peace Treaty of W•atphalia wa• algn•d in 

1648. Thia thirty yaara which waa actually a aari•• of wars~ 

left Garmany :in a davaatatad condition.It took many yaara for 

In 1625 R. YTLH became the chief rabbi of Vienna which 

waa then the capital of Auatria. The Jawiah community waa 

scattered and at th• mercy of unacrupuloua landlord&. R. 

YTLH mana~ad to gain a apacial quarter outside tha city 

limits for the Jawa. Thar• the king granted them a maaaur• 

of autoonomy and h• built according to R. YTLH a beautiful 

of the Jew a• b•ing discriminatory and parm•cutory. 

YTLH'• day and in th• loeal• of Vi•nna thia wa• actually th• 

salvation of the Jaw. 

on known a• L•opol•tadt, R. YTLH was able to unite th• J•wiah 

community and giv• it a ••n•• of purpo•• and int•grity. 

In 1627, R. YTLH mov•d to Prague wh•r• ha beeam• ehi•f 

period that ha compomed hia commantariaa on Rabbeinu Aaher 

k r-1c:•w1•1 iiil a ........................... ~11~L~ ... ~ ... ..J3. .. :i.h.L ......... ,, De l :l c • r.~ :I. f.·f.' m; f ';:•r l:i\ f< :i 1•·1 ~I 
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t imam. 

death Duka Frederic waa crowned King of Bohemia. Ferdinand 

succaadad Matthia• and bacama tha Emperor of tha Holy Roman 

Empire. Emperor Ferdinand wagad war again•t Kin~ Fradaric 

and with an army of 90,000 ha ragainad maatary ovar Prague. 

According to R. YTLH thi• maria• of war• laatad tan yaara. 

Aa a raault tha country auffarad great financial &atback• and 

tremendous taxes ware impoaad upon tha communiti•• moat 

particularly on tha Jewish communities. 

and countarplota and conapiraciaa. <70> 

ha was to ba arr••tad for grav• crim••· Ha wa• brought to 

Vienna at tha and of that weak and tha miniatar of tha 

interior in tha name of tha King <Emperor> accu•ad him of 

insulting the Chri•tian faith in hi• commantarie•, 

~~~-... ~ .... S.~.~ .. ~ ....... aY1d ............................ j~\?l.~~S~ ......... ~ .. ~s:?.. ' .,....._, 

F~ II y Tl .. H h ti:\C:I 

protaatad a number of tim•• that tha rumor that tha king wam 

Howavar it I• my baliaf in examining mome of th~ old Talmudic 



volumaa in my fathar•s library whara the change 

·flri:::•m ....... ,~1.t. ..... ~.~ ... '.~:::b .. h.L......... t <::• ~\(; ..... P. ... \.~ ........ ~ .. S~:ih.f.1..... i n~ m\ t; t •• ·t !W)f.:I, t; h "'' t 

thare muat have bean aoma validity to this rumor. (71> 

Subsequent editions of th• Talmud have repeated th••• words, 

( 7f~, ~)~\.~.SJ ..... ~.n~\. .............. ~'i:..~ ....... :.~3.:h .. ~ ....... e.3 .... :µ .... hJ ............ \~J .. 1:LJ ...... ~.:) ..... &.t..~ .. ~ 

protecting so many of hi• aratwhila friends. 

commisaion of inquiry acccuaad him of praiaing the Talmud 

which had bean ordered daatroyad by the Popa. :c \''1 thf!~ 

thirteenth Century the Talmud waa burned by the edict of th• 

Pope. (73> Subaaquently th• denunciation of the Talmud was 

were aided in their defamation of the Talmud by Jewish 

••• from hara that despite the burning of tha Talmud th• Jaws 

managed to maintain copies of tha Talmud, to atudy it and to 

127 000 reiniah thallar waa placed upon him. Thia waa an 

unfortunate cu•tom of th• Kings and Dukas and Rulara of 

Impoverished provinces to replaniah their traaaury by placing 

Jewish communlti•• bacama drained of their ra•ourcaa. 

Thi• aituation calla to mind th• ~tory of R. Meir of 
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have payment made and ha languiahed in jail for many 

court Jews and bankera who wera praaaed into aervica whenever 

there waa a criaia. It waa a court Jew and a banker, 

Raphael, who cau•ed thia tragedy to befall R. YTLH and it waa 

the court Jew Jacob Beach and aoma of hia freianda and 

relative• who helped to ameliorate the puniahmant of R. YTLH 

and even paid aoma of the bail money. On the twenty-ai~th 

having bean imprlaoned for forty daya. Nevarthelaa, R. YTLH 

loat hia right to continue on in the rabbinate of Prague. 

community becauae hia removal from the rabbinate of Prague 

wa• caumad mainly by aome of hia anemia• there. Whan wa 

reflect on the atatus of a rabbi like R. YTLH who waa later 

degraded and dehumanized the Jawiah laadara, to the point 

anger and raaantmant to their rabbinic laadera. Wa aaw in 

the court Jaw Raphaal and hia allies focuaad their ho•tility 

upon R. YTLH. When R. YTLH went to Ludmir, thera too he 

! 
I 

i 
11 

I 



antiaemitiam and di•crimination upon the payche of Jawiah 

Furthar •tudi•• n••d to ba mada of tha 

Jewiah community, and in turn it• impact upon tha apiritual 

leaders of tha Jawi•h community. 

Emparor Fardinand dampit• the difficulti•• that R. YTLH 

encountarad during the courae of hia regime waa con•idared by 

hiatoriana favorably di•poaed toward• tha Jewa. <76) Ha 

therefore had a number of advisor• who war• Jewish. Wa hava 

already mentioned R. YTLH'• rival from early adoloacance, 

Raphael who waa clo•• to the Emperor'• court. f'~. YTl. .. H 

mention• among the influential Jaw•, David Luria, Hanna and 

Chelf among the influential Jewa wa• Jacob 

Baach, who exerted enourmoum influ•nca on th• Emperor and 

officer• ao that R. YTLH'• &entaru~• for death could be 

commuted. <77> Later on the ••ntenca waa modified to a 

monetary penalty. 

A d•lightful novel waa publimhad in I~rael about Jacob 

Thi~ book highlightM the importance of tha court Jew~ Jacob 

and attack• by various govarnm•nt officials. 

R. YTLH dacraad for hia family that th• fifth day of 
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waa ord•rad to travel to Vi•nna for aantancing ragarding h:ia 

Council of the Four Landa in Poland who had predicted that on 

In tha mind of H. YTLH thia prediction 

applied to hi• own booka that almoat ware daatroyad by tha 

decree of tha Emperor. <7S> 

R. YTL.H's grandaon, Nathan, married tha grandaughtar of 

Hia aon Shmuel waa married to another 

Brast-Litovak Jewry. Ha waa unqueationably one of th• moat 

related about him. The moat famoua ona waa that bafora tha 

final radification of tha election of King B:ig:iamund III :in 

168 7, ~3&H.1 l Wahl W1i:\H~ rm 11 K :l.1r1[J f <:•r Ii\\ 0.u'\y 11 • ( 7~)) 

Whan R. YTLH came to Poland ha found tha practice of tha 

purchaaing of th• rabbinate through tha local gantila 

aimilar practice• related to tha high priaathood in the 

in tha daya of R. YTLH ware evidancad by tha degradation of 

the Jawiah community. Thia i• another inatanca of tha 

inroad• that antiaemitiam had made into tha psychic health of 



tha Jawiah community. 

While ••rving aa rabbi in th• city of Ludmir in tha 

Poliah provinca of Wohlinia, R. YTLH convened tha laadar• of 

the province and reaffirmed tha ban against tha purchase of 

rabbinical poata. Thia waa in all probability in tha yaar 

1634. At tha faira in Lublin, Yarowalav, ahd Kramnitz thia 

proclamation waa rapaatad. Thia proclamation want aven 

R. YTLH waa vary vigorous in the purauit of 

thim ban and ha won ovar th• laadara of th• Council of tha 

Four Landa and it than bacam• a part of tha ragulationa of 

activiam won him many enamiaa, to the point where ha waa 

almoat ousted from the rabbinate of ludmir. <SO> 

R. YTLH'a zaaloua activity on guarding tha integrity of 

the rabbinata and the integrity of election to a rabbinical 

poat ahould ba an example for ua today Jn our calling aa 

mc•derr·1 r.mbb:l.mh 

Or-1 Mfti\l"'t~h H>, HF.l.~1+, thr.1~ firwt f.:•f Bs~.!l!r.::. ~.~il+()I.~, R. YTl.. .. H w.mm; 

1\i'\ p pf.:1 :I. 1•1 t <+~ d ch<+~ :I. f r 1m b b :I. r.\\ r-1 d 11 h till 1"1 l 1i\\ 'I'; ar r.:.!;;!.!\~.b .•. ..X:.!.w..!i~b .. tY..i.•!. r.!I r-1 d ~~.tL ... ~?..~~.:t 

Cracow waa considered the moat prominant 

The aaat of thi• rabbinat• was made 

During R. YTLH'M rabbinate in Cracow tha 



terribla Chmielnitski pogroms took placa in Poland and 

Fortunataly tha pogrommm did not raach Cracow but 

the community was in daap mouning for this tarribla alaughtar 

of their brothers and aimtara. Am was mentioned, R. YTLH waa 

Shmual atudiad in tha yashiv• of Matz in Franca. :r.l"1 h:l.m; 

four yaara at tha yaahiva ha maatarad tha Franch language. 

Thia is in contrast to what happanad latar on in the yaahivot 

of Poland and Rusaia and in th• yaahiva communitiaa. The 

language of atudy wa• Yiddish and though th• atudantm and th• 

rabbis livad in a Poli•h and Russian avironmant tho•• 

languages ramainad foreign to most of tham. 

h:i.rn. 

In lhmual'• description of him raturn from Matz, it 



raflecta in aoma way tha lifa of th• univaraity studant in 

th• aarly aaventaanth Century. The univaraity atudanta would 

travel by foot from town to town am they went b•ck and forth 

to their place• of atudy. Thar• war• songa written about 

th••• travailing scholars walking from place to place. So 

In the story of Shmuel ha recount• that the Ambaaaador of 

Franca intervened on behalf of hi• father, R. YTLH. Th~. m; W1\~ • 

in 16!9 or 1630 yet before Franca Joined in intarfarring on 

the aide of the Proteatanta. In all probability •• wa can 

year& ware atill in support of the Catholic Emperor 

Ferd :l ~·11mr11~i. Five yeara l•t•r Franca under the domination of 

Cardinal Richelieu turnad a~ainat the Barman Catholic Emperor 

In Shmuel¥ a racour~ing of th• story of the intervention of 

the Franch Ambassador Turanna, ha mention• that the 
i 

appointing him field m~r•h~ll to comm~nd th• ~rmi~• of 
'[' 

1. 
I, 
I 
ii 

According to the hi~tori~n~ of the 

Thirty Y~~r~ War~ it w~• Loui• XIII who m~de thi• 

i \, 



In thaaa nota•, I alicitad ~oma of tha hiatorical background 

i:::1 ·F bi:::it: h ·th.:~ M.!.9 .. tll.15~.'.~ ... J*;J: .. X'..i?~.t.l. a i•1d t he~ P.rn pp J. fii>r1·1emt; wr :i t ·t; fiiH"• by 

R.YTLH'• •on Shmuel. 



Chaptf:f)r V 

..... Hi.~t ...... f:~.i.u.~x.:.~~.im: .. ;1, .. mtti ... ~, .. s;:!r.1. 

Dur hiatory is rapleta with great achol•ra who hava 

written m•Jor tom•• on tha Torah and avan auff•rad gra•t 

hardahip• but faw hava aqualad tha great and majestic 

acholarahip of R. YTLH, who suffared at tha hand• of •nami•• 

to the point where ha was almoat axacutad. His commentary on 

th&:? t.!IJ.J!!!.b..r.'.!.ilX!.t.:l. +:o:~:l.t;har j,1"1 :l.·btiii ti~l"1t:l.rt~ty t.::•r il''1 if.\ m>ummii~ry 'f<::•rm hcY:\!i!i 

W•:m ci\\ f.)li:ilr.:~i::~ 3.1•·1 thr.~ c:~·l•\\m>tn>:l.1~~ f::?c:li·bl.(::•!''1111> <::cf th(-).~ MA.!!li.bX!.~~.h l"1ewb t<::c 

Raahi and R. Obadiah of aartinoro. Lesa known are hia 

commantariaa on tha Rosh, but nevarthalaaa in tha history of 

ti.$1J ... ~.t.:lb..ili.1. ·b h +::?y J. oom vary 1 ,,.,, r g i::~. 

The background of R. YTLH'a lifa and works waa tha 

Thirty Years War, though it waa not •imply a religious war, 

but religion played • major part in setting it off. 

ware caught in tha middle batwaan the Catholics and tha 

Protaatanta, who ware united in one aapact if.\nd that was in 

their hatred for the Jaw. 

Though this waa • period of great atrifa and religious 

intolarancca navarthalaaa thara appeared at that time tha 

beginning• of a n•w enli~ht•nmant, rapremant•d by Balilao 

(1564 -1641> and Aanaa Daacarta• <1596-1650>, the first, a 

great aatronomar and mathamatician, tha second a founder of 

modern philoaophiQal thought. 



Though their work and achievam•nt• did not hav• a 

diract influanca on th• Jawi•h scholar• of that d•Y 

nav•rthal••• echoaa of their achiavamenta and diacovari•• 

affactad Jawiah acholarahip. We ••• this in tha life and 

worka of R. YTLH. 

•xhibitad • critical aciantific approach aa haa alraady ba•n 

looked to manuacripta and othar aourcaa to alicit 

a thorough knowladga of mathematics and astronomy which ha 

put to usa in th• calculation• nacaaaary in many parts of tha 

~!..~: .. !Jl!.'.'.!.~.t!.. E~ 1•1d t h a1•1 i l"1 u Yrd fli) r mi t; a Yr d i Yr Ea t h £·?. ............... ?.. .. f.'?..i.J!..V.. ........... ~3..LQ ....... 7 t hr,~ 

Jawiah calendar. Ha waa d•aply intaraatad in philosophical 

questir.:11•1r.11 r.\\• we h;1,\V&?. ffllfli!9l"• h·1 h:l.!lll C(:1rnmeYrt1i\\l"'i+i?.mi (:11•1 t;hfii1 !~l.tn2.t.lXt$~.t,l,, 

1i'i1Yrd i YI hi f:~ ~) l Ofll)~:ll(\·~91) (:•YI ·t; ha ~ .. t:lf.~.~~ ........ t.1.h~.!:!!.~;!.l:':~.!::b r.i'I <::.'(;:1mr1rn.?l"1t r.'ill"'Y (:m t hf~ 

Suida of tha Parplaxad, of tha Rarnbarn, and in hi• cornmantary 

C•l"1 lf:!.~~J...\\b,,;l:J.:1.ii:!L ... !::~~S.J,J ... !~~.r.ib wr i t; t +f)>l"r i Y1 h :I. 1ill &:~ .m r l y ya ;,11 r mi.. 

R. YTLH .ml•o avidancad in hia writing • knowledge of 

philology and etymology. He examin•d different versions of • 

text •nd noted what ha thought wa• correct and original, thus 

ahowin~ a critic.ml and aciantific approach. 

hi• humanism may also have been an echo of this new 

It i• po••ible that it :I.a reflected in hi• 

cornrnent~ry on Pirkei Avot Ch. 3n14, which we have discua••d 

i Yr c~hciilpt f:1r 3. It i• rernarkeable in that • Talmudic scholar 

•o persecuted by hi• gentile neighbors mhould give evidence 



of hi• belief in the human dignity that ia vaatad in all of 

Withal, I muat admit that R. YTLH waa not axampt from 

hi• concern with the eaotaric, th• Kabbalah, and in momanta 

of stress avan aubmitting to auparatition. Ha onca turned to 

report of a farfatchad dream that foratold for him th• near 

burning of hia books. Yet R. YTLH never permitted hi• love 

for th• Kabbalah or hi& private auperatitiona to intrude into 

hi• commentariea. Thay were strictly rational and adhered to 

On the contrary in him 

commantarie• one finds profound philosophical thought and 

broad human compaaaion. 

As we view the life and times of R. YTLH in the context of 

hi• day and ••• him •• part of the great luminaries of his 

t; :I. m•»-', F'~. Yr~naha.\ylll\h u Httrttw:i. t; ~~ < f!...z.22fiL ... !..Ji..'i?.. ....... > , R. :f c:::•t:i) 1 8 :i. ri~.cr.\1tt1 
n r~ 

( ...... -........... /.2._..f:. .... ~?!. ........... > , R. !!iih mu e :t Fi. j, d j, 1 f~ fl~ ( ............. {~ ............ '.?.J.2.d. ..... > , 1r.\ 1"1c:I t he ~ii rel;;,\ t 

teacher of R. YTLH, f;" F'~. L <~•tiil w r:::• f Pr 1i'~ g u e;i < ........ -...................... 2 ... '.?2.l.!..?. ......... > • R. 

YTLH emerge• •• one of tha giants of hi• age and for age• to 

It ia therefore moat surprising that the hl~torlan 

Gr~atz makam thaaa rather unfavorable commantR eoncarn:ing R. 

YTLH •••• 

II 1. l"I t ~l· r al mud i ca 1 dfi1)P~~rt rtlliill"1t he C<::•• .. t 1 d l"1<::1t 1:c1mp1i\\rW.~ w j, ·t; h 
contemporary polaa of diat:l.nction with Samual Eidil•• 
at Oatrog, Joahual Falk at Lamb1..1r9 7 Joal Sirk•~ at 
Cracow and many othar•. But if ha wa• inferior to 
them in ac1..1tanaaa mora proparly~ &ubtlaty 7 ha surpMmmad 
t ham :l.1•1 ~:>rc:::1'fu1•1d i ·by ;,·,\1"1d l uc:~ id :i ·by''. ( l.3~~ > 



Moreover Graetz aaya about R. YTLH, he W•• no brilliant 

paraonaga ''but hi• talent• atand out conapicuoualy from the 

In Rabinowitz'• habraw tranalation of Braatz which ia an 

expanaion of hi• ideaa, the comment• ara aa followan 

-··-... -.................. __ ........ t1.l.2 __ .dii£. .. t.l.._ ......... Ei~ ... -...... 211£ .. 1. .................. :i2 .. :....7.L ..... tcC_ ... f2 ... 2 .. ~-..... -............. . 
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apirit to pave naw patha, but in a dim era hi• light ahinad 

prei?r.:: i t:.)1.1~.s l y". 

Furtharmora Rabinowitz aaya: 

...s..!f.fLJL'.{;_f?.L~.~'fl.d..._:ilJ~-c.?:~..:?_-····-f!.-f!ik---12/c..L._ 
----t-ft.---f2iJ..'1£Lfd2.&. __ .£1..fct!l.L .•. ~---L-f.L2@,_ .. __ _ 

- ................. -............. -... ~:d ....... T!.:f ... 2 ......... 2f~l1JJ...:22 ............. ~.k. ............ 7.J ... {(:.?J .......... p.Lj...t.~ .............. r:!lli.Lt.:1..d. ... S:. ............. .. 

<as > _. ............................. ~ ........... , ...................................... - ................... ~ •. L£f?....!!!...L .......... ":!!...!.2 . .1...2 .. s ............. l!.!!..!ii?...& ... ~ ... §?. ... 

"And if indeed from tha scientific •nd lo~ical point of viaw 

his commentary atandm below tha commentary of the Rambam, but 

in various place• we can sea this author •• having clear and 

In my examination of the contributions of R. YTLH, I 

baliava that the hiatorian Braatz falls short in truly 

eatimatin~ thia man ~nd his contributions. It ia poaaibla 

I' 
I 
I. 



manuscripts of R. YTLH~ nor did ha axamina cloaaly hi• 

diffarant aatimata of R. YTLH waa mada by Tcharnowitz who ia 

kr1(:iWY'1 ailm; "Rr.·1tv TZ1iid r", i Y'• h ~. llll great book, Tha Daciaora of tha 

H ;,ii l ~ii 1:~ hail, .. (.?... .. ~.(.!..fl .. !.:id..f.J. ....... .r.::J .. f9... ... fi0. ............ • 
t.::·r·. .. ................. ~.!. ... [fl..l ....... ~l.iJ..~.(.JJ. ........ fi.E~ ....... , Tcharnowitz claaaifiaa him 

•"' rn <::•Y"• ~a ·t; hr.I'! .................. /?. .. L.~?:.. ... !./2 ... '2. .. AI............... ii'it Y'• d t h fl.'IY'• he~ g c•at~ m1 c• ·f r.1t r iiil a t; c• m; ,1,, y n 

................ .111.~ .. £~ ............... :-:1J.. ... ~.~V.. .... :: .... : .. flf. .. 2! ..... ?..?. ................... 2 .. L:.1 .. e. .................... 3. .. ll:i. ............ (.9 .. ~.l2 ........... ~1 .. f:i.._ .................. . 
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had in his powar to taar down tha pillara of tha !attar day 

d f.~C i 1s <:er nr. :I. Y'• r .. ~ 1 u d i Y'1 g t ha ~1.b..!.~.\.l.!:lfi)~.r.:i ...... fl.r..M.t.1. 1iit Y'• d 'I; <:• p l ft.\ <:~f.~ :l 1•·1 ·t; l"'I r.1:~ i r 

Tcharnowitz indaad examined cloaaly tha commentary on 

tha Miahnah and evan moreao tha c<:crnmantariaa on the Roah and 

bahald the power and tha atrangth of R.YTLH'a l<:igic in 

aucceed, navarthale•• a$ Tcharnowit~ point• out hi• challenge 

Tcharnowitz to truly understand what R. YTLH triad to 

accomplish. R. YTLH did not succaad in disloadginra tha 



Aa I look back now oM the lifa and tiMaa and tha 

contribution& of R. VTLH, I ••• in hiM an axtraordinary 

Baaat by foaa and placed in dangar of hia life, ha 

reM•inad couragaoua without faltering in hia faith. Hia 

broad range of activitiaa ia aatounding in view of th• 

difficultiaa ha ancount~rad in hi• path. Hf.~ wr.·~fls a r;,\\bb:f., 

mcholar, praachar, taachar, aocial activiat, raligiou• 

reforMar and liturgical poet. Faw ara tha rabbia who could 

compare with him in any one of thaaa achiavamanta. Hi• 

apirit navar dimmad in tha Midat of all hi• troublaa. Ha 

left a heritage for hia own family that by hia inspiration 

and axampla, produced rabbia, taachera and acholara down 

through tha ganarationa. 

In My paraonal caraar, I find him to ba a rola modal of 

ona who maintained hia faith under all circuMatnacaa, lovad 

hia paopla in a caring way,, and did not haaitata to atap 

down and teach tha moat ordinary of paopla in th• common 

vernacular language. 

the philoaophi•• of hia time. Ha did not haaitata to 

Above all h• had th• courage of hia conviction•. 

! conclud• with a aantanca from R. Mo••• Zakoot'a, •ulogy for 

Rabbainu Vom Tovn 



"Hia h~art ~rnbraced all the profunditie~ and aecreta of 

Jew:l.1i;;h life. 11 
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