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It 1 e now E<=ner&.lly ackno·Rleoeed that early -.:-ebrew t hought 

and practice were largely based upon earl y eemitic animistic 

ideas and conceptions. "It is hi ghly p r obabl e •, says J.!argoli­

outh, •tilat a co!lllllon stock o: idea s under liee bo:.h b r anches or 

early Semitic 'oelit:f and custom ( i:>ahylonian and 7 ebr ew) for it 

is becoming more a nd more clear that pre- :'oeaic -ebr ais1n was 

thoroughly rooted--not by 'borrowins , but b • original a!"fi ni ties­

in the widespr eaf trd?ltions of t he g.;nera l eemi tic f i.l.!llilY"• (#1) 

Ae a general rul e Yahwi sm warred against all :primitiv1: bt:ath~n 

customs ..nd p r o.ctices with whi ch it came i n cont act, e r a dicat-

ing t h ose it was able to era.dicate, and trunstorming those it WiiS 

unable to r oot out , so as to rua.l<: c t.h1:1ni conformable to t 'ie r elig­

i on o:f YWiwe!l. ~e must not i,ua.r ine, h owC:v er, t ha t. t h en: Wcls any 

deep a.nd b r oad chas:n h e t we en p rlmi ti y e ~e1ni tic t houg!l t &nd prac­

t ice &.nd t aut o: the ydhweh reli gion. ~a:rs ~arl e s, "In t h e 

formc.t i on of Ya.11wism ther e wu.s no o.b eoluti: h r 1:1..k with t h e p ast. 

The tradit ions Wld t~e sr>iritual limitat i ons that ysr ael h~d in 

t h e pa.st in cormnon wi th remitic ~indrcd re~~~car in t ile ear ly 

forms of ·rahwisw". (77 2) Thus i t. is plain t hai. a complete un­

dersta ndine of the J . 1 . 1 dea of t i1e soul can onl v be ("ained by 

eoing back to a study of prt:-Yah,dstic t imes, so t .... r 1:1.s possinle, 

a nd tr0t.cine t ile survivals of t h t:se times down through : ab,vi stic 

thoup,h t and p r o.c t. ice a s far a s the ~r go. ..h eth er we agr ee \Vith 

Cha rles that J i blical testiinony warrants t ile o.sswoption t h at the 

pre-Yahwiet.ic ·eb r e ws believed il'I ancestor wor shlp , (7f 3) or whetc-­

er ;:e "gre c wi th ;..ar goliouth t hai such tes t i 1nony is insuf':ti ci-

ent (rr4) ·.ve u.ust ul tirno.t ely g o back to anirni lllll, our st - rting-

p oi n L. OUr s tudy of t he soul- concep t ion in the o. T. must begin, 

therefore , with a revic;1w of the concep ti ons or t!le soul enter­

tained hy pri:uitive p eoyles. 

# 1. Art . Ancestor Worehi]>. ;::aet . :F:ncyc. F.el. and Ethics. Vol. 1. 

p . 444 b . i/:2. Escha t ology, p . El ( 2nd. ed.) ( 3. Ibid. p .19 :tf'. 

tr~. Art . Ances t or .... orsh ip1 :last. E!'lcyc • .Rel. and Eth. Vol.I. 

p . 449 b . 



2. 

To be§;in with, then , there a re two questions 'Which we ought 

to ask ourselves. viz. ""nat conditions gave rise to 1'he i cilia 

of the soul among prillli ti ve men?" and "'!.'h a t explanations h ave 

be ~"n o!':fered to account for the idea of the soul and its rise?• 

Andrew Tang an11we rs the fi.r st of these questions as follows: 

•we se t out to di scover a stage of human in tellfl ctual develop­

ment which woul d necessarily pr Oduce the essent i al elements of 

myth . We thi nk we h ave f ound t he stage i n the conditi on of sav. 

agery • • •• • Yor the purposes of thi s inqui ry, it is enough to se­

lect a fe : peculia ri t ile of sava ge thoul?Jl t . 

1. •?i r st we b a.v e that nebulous and confU sed f rt.me of mind to 

whi ch all t bin gs , ani mate or inanimate, hu::ia.n , animal , ve getab le, 

or i norgani c , seems on the same level of lift: , :p.ission or r easo11 . 

The sav age draws no ha r d and f ast l ine h etween himself C#.!ld t he 

thine s of the \\"O rld •••• • •• • • 

2 . "The s e cond poi nt to no te in savage opinion i s t he b elie.r in 

:na.gic and sor cer y . Th e wor l n and all the thing s in i t , b eing 

vague ly conceived o~ c.s sensible and r a tio"lal , obey the commands 

o:f cert di n members of th c tri h t: , c'rtie f s , jugglers , con j ur or s , 

or Wha t you will •• • •• • 

3. "Anoth e r peculi arity r1· savage beli cf naturally conne cts it­

s el! with that whi c h hi:is jus L l'1e e n descrilHl<i. :he savage h .. s 

very st rong ideas about t h e penisten t. existence of the soul s of 

the dead. . They retain much ot th cd r own nat.u re , bu t are ve r y of-

ten .mor& malignant cd"tt: r dea Lil t han they h&d been dur ing life. 

They art: "requently at t :'lt: lick and call of the conju.r or , ·.vhom 
Cl 

t h ey aid with t.heir advi-e and with t.he ir lll4..r;ical power. By 

virtue of th = close conne ction spo~en of bet.ween man and ani mals , 

the souls of t he dead ar~ not r a r e l y supposed to mi gr ate i n to 

t.he bodies of b ea sts, or to r evert t.o t he conrl.iti on of t h at 

speci es of c r eaturt:s \Vi th which each tri be supposes itself to b e 

rel1&ted by Ut:s of k i nship. \.'i th th e usual inconsistency of 

mythicul belit: :f, t he souls of t he d"'ad are s poken of, at othe1· 

times , as if t hey inhabited a spirit.•Jal v;orld , usually a gloo~ 

place, wh i ch morta l man may vi si t , bu t whence n o one cun escape 

who h!&S t~st ed Of the f oo d Of the lJ!Osts. 

4. "In connecti on wi Lh spirits a far- r eaclung savage phi loso­

phy p revails. It is not unusual to a s si gn a g..ho~t to all ob­

jects, aniJD<4te or i nani mate, and t he streng t h or s pirit o.r a man 

.. 
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is fre quently r 1>g .u-ded as sone th111[" separ able, or something with 

a defini t u locali ty in 1n e b o<iy. A 111tm's strt:ngt.a or evirit moi,y 

re s i de i n hi s ~idney f~t , in hi s he<il't , i n a loclc of hie ha.ir, 

or may even be stored by h i m in some r eceptacl e . Very frequent­

ly a roan is hel l'\ capable of det ach.ing his soul f r om hi s b ?dy and 

letting it roam about on business , some t i mes in the tonn of a 

bird or ot ~er animals. 

5 6 " •••• The savage , l i k e the civili ze d man , is curi ous. The 

fht fain t ~tirrings of the scie nt i f'ic impulses £Me at work in 

h.is b"ain; h e is anxious to (;ive hi ·11self a.n account of th1:1 world 

in which he finds h i mself. 1 ut h e is not more cur i 'lus than h e 

i s , on occasion, cr edulous. Ris intellect is eaeer to a~< ques­

t ions, as is t h e habit or ch ildren, but .ais intelle ct is also 

lazy, and h e is content wi th t he fht answer that come s to ha."ld." 
(# 5) 

• In answer to the second o f the questions stated above we 

b ring the f ollowing explanati one • The n rst is by """razer, who 

s ays, "As the sav.:.ge explains the pr ocesses of inanimate n citure 

by supposing that t hey a r e produ ced by living b eings wor k i n g in 
i 

or b dlind the phenoiaen", so h e expl8il1s t he phenomena of life it~ 

s elf. Tf a n animal lives and move s i t ca."l only b e , he thinks, 

because t ho;r e is c1. little animal i nside wh o :11oves ili111. 'f'n e an-

i mil.l inside the ani inal. 1 t he man inside th 1: !lllUl , is t he s oul.• 
(r,6) 

According to Tylor, thu soul or s pirit is de~in ~d a!uon& tne 

lower r c1.ces a.s fo llows: "It is a t •'lin 1 unsubst .. ntia.l, hu:.1 ..... 'l i 1~ 

age , i n i ts D'4tur 1:: a sort of vapor, film or sha C.ow' the cause 

of life cmd thouch t in th~ individual i t animates ; indep~ndent­

l :r possessinc t h e personal conscio:.isness anrl voli ticn of 1 ts 

corpore~l owndr, past or pr~sent j capable of le civing t he b ody 

fdT behind , to flash swiftly from pl uce 1.0 p lace , 10oet.ly i mpal­

p~bl~ c..n ~ invisible , yet also m~nifesting physi cal p ower, and •~ 

peci a l ly "ppeari ne to m..n waking or asleep as a phn.ntasm sepa­

r a.te f rom I.he b ody of whi ch i t b ears t he likeness ; continuing 

to exist and app~ar to m~n a.fl.or thd death of that body; able 

to enter i nto ~ossession , and act i n the oodies of other me n, or 

cmimals , and even of t 11inr s" . (tt" 7) ·rh ough this definition is 

1.' 5 . : .. ythology , 1'.itual and .....yt.h, Vol. I . IJP· '*8-51. # 6 . The 

::olden :Eough3, Vol . I . p . 1 21. . 7. Pritui t i vi; Cultur e , Vol. I . 

p . ... 29. 



, .... 
of sufficient s ene r.:.l i ty to b e t~1<:en b.S a standar d , the aut hor 

by no iner.ns clai 111s for it univ ers al application . 

:Bancroft informs us t h at t h e nativ e r aces of America explain 

t h e s oul as follows: "'i'h e Ill.Ost r eneral i nea of t ile soul seems 

to h~ve been th at of a double self, po sse ssing a l l the e s sen~e 

an d ~ttrioutes or t h e i ndividual , except \.he carnal emoOdimen~, 

a nd i nde pendent o~ the body i n s o far as i t was a ble: to leave it 

and r evel i n other scemss M d sp·1..: r e s . It would acc:ordi ngly ap-

pe a r to ano t.he r per son , b y day or ni g'l t , as a phantetm, wi th re­

cogni zable tonn c..nd :featu res , and leave t ile impr essj. on of it. a 

v isi t , i n i deas , ret:le:ob rcinc e s , o r dr e..ias !' (;18) 

t.a Flesche , in h i s account of the O:n.a.ha Indicl.11s 1 s ays , 11 ~orae 

t h ink thc.i.t the s oul at once star ts u yon its journey to -:he spir­

i t - 1.md ; other s t hdt i t ilovers &.bout L'ie gr i..ve a.s i :f' r .:lucta.nt 

to dep ... r t . ~ecause of thi s latter h uli .:f , food and · . ..,c.. t.o r .ire 

ial . The s pirit is s upposed to par \...i.1<:e o: .h is foo d. '!o Indi­

ans would touch any ~t.icle ot tood t hus e:>:posed; if h e did t h e 

ghost would snatc:1 a 1 :r the food an d par o.l yze the .n,outh of the 

thief , ;;.nd t wist r.is fa ~e out of shaµe : or ~h ... r est o: ·~is life ; 

or else he woul r' 'be pursue d ~':/ tile gl1ost, W'ld food woul d lose 

i t s t a ste , &.nd "'lune;er ever ,i.ftcr h""un t t ile offender" . (;,- 9) 
:> 

Spencer b eli vves t ilclt "dr <:wa experi enc a,.. neces sarily ,precede 

t h e concep tion of ... 1:ii:ntcLl sel f ; and .. r ..: i ·1c expert .inces oui. of 

~:ni f'.h t he con oe!>-;. ion of a m1;nvc.l sc=l f eventually g1~ows ". (ffl O) 

In &lOther p la.ce he r i!ia.i.rks "hat "hu ngar and r eple t ion , both 

v ery COIJlJ;'lOn :Ii t.!i p r imiti ve 1aan , exci tt.! dr ea as of ~Jr tlat vividness. 

Now t.1.f t.er co. bootless chd.se d.nd a long fas t , he liers ~x;1auttted; 

and , wh i le sh1.nb.: r 1ng , go es t h rough a suc r.e saful hunt, '.cills, 

s"<i ns and cooks !11s p r .. y ; a.nd sudde nly a•Ratcens wh en a.o out to 

take t ;1e fi r st 1nor sel. •ro suppose him sayi ng to h ims elf , 'I t 

'Nas a dr eam', is to suppo s e '1i .n c.lrec.ldy in JiOssess 1on of t tiat 

hypoth esis w;11c:-i we see h e cannor. !11.we . -re taktls t.he tact s as 

t.:'le ·J occur!' (,=11) 

zB. Native &aces , Vol . III , p. 51~. 1t 9. Jour. ot· Folklor e , 

Vol . I, fo r lc.o :f , p . 11. 77 10. Suciology 1 Vol.I. p . 157. irll • 

Prin . of Sociol ogy, p. 1 ~0• 
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In still another p l ci.ce Spencer tells us that "Priinit:Lve 10.an knowe 

noti:ling of sonsatio'ls ...nd ir\ea.s--h as no words for th1:11n. Rtill 

less h~s he any such h i e'.tly ab st1·ci.ct wo r d or concep;;ion as con­

sciousness. -e does not i.hi n: a.bout t h ou nt ; neitber do h is 

facu lties suff ice for tius. nu.ring early stc1.ges b <1 merdly thinks 

wi thout observint; t h ill. 11e t!lin~cs; and tacr..:fo re never asks how 

he t hink s . ;a s sel\Su ~ rn.Jc.: ; ti in conversc.ilt only wi l.h. thing s ex­

t ernally exi s ting and w1 t h ilie ov.n body" . (;fl ~) 

Arna tt says t h at a;;1one priro.i tiv<: peoples "the souLl is mos t 

fre qu1mtly des ~ribed : first, c.1.s a shadow; second, i; a. b r eath; 

third , s.s wi n1; then a s life, h~rt , e cho, etc . · .. h t: d r edl'l is 

r evea l ed as t~c stron~est infl~on r.e in giving birth to an idea 

of t he soul •••• • The pri•o.i ti v~ idea of t·-; .:. soul c ;,,nnc>t 'be classed 

i>.S p sych ological, or philosop~;i cc..'l. . r t i s c:onn ect e od mor<: or less 

with eupers t.itious b eli efs , and a s suc?i 111a.y h e classinerl 'RHh 

t 'i.eir reli gion. 'E.y soul th e sc:.vag:c p ro'ba?ly 1t1eans life; it is 

r elated to no p .ir sonal " od , nor is a ny t h ought o-r 1nind conveyed 

in the idea. It is most fre ct11 eritly a. sh a.dov;- U ke f 'orm of t he 

individua.l t.">tat ·Nill unjoy c ertain f _vors t.fter d~ .... ;.:a •. (;. 1 3 ) 

T!:ese t:e·: excerpts, cull.ea f'ro111 t :'le -:iost .,.uthori t.a.tive · lit­

e r:i.tu r c: upon t.il.: subj ect, must s c: rv.: us a.s a :yreli urlnary survey 

or t!le field. l!.'noug."1 h C:t' bt1o:in s :..i. id , h ow1:1vi:r, to f\JLrnisn us with 

an adequate oriental.ion of t h e sub ject wi t.h \7 i ch \':e nO \V p rop ose 

to dea.l. 

fr. 12. Sociology , Vol . I. 11. l .. 6 . 

t. 13. Art . The Soul, Am1:1r. Jour. of Psychol . Vol. :cv, p. 153. 
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The tinivers~lity of t~e ~oul rdea. 

"The beli t:f", says Toy, " i n an interior so1nething in man, 

different t r o1n the body, appears t.o . be pr actically ur.1i versa.I in 

e arly hwnan h istory; tile i deas conce mine; the nature Of the soul 

have changed from time to t iroe, 'but no t ri o e of men has yet been 

found i n which it is ce rfgj,n t.hat ther~ is no beli ei~ i n its 

existence". (# 1 4.) There is no r eason to beli.nre t.hat the -:;e-

brews a r e an exc-eption t.o this rule. l(ardly a pc.ge <>! the o. T. 

bu t. bears ample t.estL11ony tv th<: pr<::val en"e of the bc~lief i n t h e 

existence of the soul in one 1"orm or ano ther. I't \'fil l be our 

task to se-i; forth i n detail what vie.v or vie s conce:rning t h e 

soul a r e ent e r tained by the O. T. 

The ~asis of t~e Soul Tdea in t h e o . T. 

A.none p rimi tive p eopl es, ... s we: h ave seen above, t h e idea of 

the soul t.ook 1 ts rise tro1a the onservati on of t h e -ruman shadow , 

t ile breac,h, -i;he b l ood, rlrc::ains , e t c. Th e - enreh"s, or 111or~ cor­

re ctly the ~eini to;s tro1a who o t.!ley s p r ang, ca.me upo '1 t a ei r con­

ception of the soul afttlr t !l .: same fas..,,_ioh , nar:iely fro1:i the oh-

serv:.tion of t he breath ancl t h e n_ood. 

(a) ~ased uuon the Obe~rvation of the nr eath. 

One of t he 1nost valuable sources of infor mati on concerning 

p rimitive roan, :-.;ax .-"uller tells u i> , is th.: language. Every lan-

guage contains indestructib le monwaen .. s to the past history of 

the people :for who111 it served. This tru t..li stands :.is, in good 

stea.cl here. Th e - ebr.: .1 equivalen'ts for "soul" a r c:: three , namely, 

"nep!lesh", "r uah", an d "n'snamah ", each of which ori .girially poa-

sessed t h e ined.?lint; of "brda. t h " or "wind" . Traces of' 'this anci-

en ~ and ori i;inal use ar e still to 1) e found i n the 12mguc..ge . "N• 

phesll " used in thi s sens .: is found i n :rer. xv,9; .Tob x1 1 20; Y.xxi, 

39; ~ro . xxvii , 9; Job xti, 13 and perhaps also lsai . iii , 20. 

"Ruah" is still plenc.ifUlly einployed i n th t! same origi nal sense. 

Ct . Gen. vi,l?; Job ix,18 ; Pa. 1JO~iii,39; Gen. iii , 8 and 2 Sam. 

xx:ii,11. "1'1 ' shama.h " in all occur s only eigilt times , but OnlJ in 

t2le fo l lo\1ing passac;es do es i t possess t.he sense of br eath or 

wind! l Ki . xvii , l ?; Gen. i i, 7 and vii 1 22. One ina.y r aise the 

question, " fow came t h e etil'ly ~emites to i dentity the s oul with 

*l ~. Intro . to t~e ~ist . of Rel. p . 10. 
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the b r eath? " Very naturally. It s e ems har dly possible that 

p rill11tive iaan should not have not iced t :iat when the b r eath ceae-
"'· ~· ,,_ ....<: 

ed . life caine t o an end. T'IJe tundamental difference b e tween a. 

l iving and ~ nead b ody W4S t ne ~bsence of tae brea th. The cee­

eati on of t h e respiratory !'.lllction me~nt clear l y t h e cessation 

of life, (cf. Pe. cx~vi,4) and convursuly, the r eturn o f the 

b reath indicated t~e r eturn or life (cf. l ~. xvii , 21 ff.; l 

Ram. xxx, 1 2 . ) This s"1!1e conce!Jtion of t"'le s oul as breath ma.Y 

b e followed u p not only throu e h th u eoe1ni tic "nefs" and •run.•, 

but also i n tne ~anscri t 11a tman" and •pr a.na", t he Qr eek • psyche" 

and "pn ewna", t he T,aLi"l "&ni ma. " and 11 spir1 t u s", t he Rl a.voni c 

"duch", t he l}enna.n " g. eist ", and t he Enelish " ghos t •. The se 

words h .. ve all t h e s OJ'le hist.ory , passinz- f r o a t h e o ri c?i:ial , mean­

ing "b r eat h " t.o the final me~ning "soul" or "spiri t ". Accordi ng 

to che o. ~ . the b r cath or tne l i f e wh i c~ it r epr e sen t e d and wi th 

\Thi ch 1 t is oft an identifi ed, h c:1.d it. s ori.:in in t !le b r e:1.th o f 

t he Cr eator (r,,en. ii , 7) • Thie i s not uni qu e a."llon g t he - ebrews 

but may be no ted a;nong aany p ri ini t i ve p eoples. A!n.ong t he :: al<1.Y­

ans, fo r i n s tance, the s oul i s said t.o esCcl!>e f r o.a t1-te nos . r il s. 

In .rava t .'1.e -.yord "nava 11 i s usen for b r eath , s p i ri t i..nd s oul . 

Tylor tell s u s that a •!!Ong t h e c:eininoles of !'lori da, 11>ien a wo-

mC:>Jl :U ~c in child- birth , the infa n t. w"'s held over her f~c e to 

rec~ i ve the dep ... r tin ..; s r1iri t , a nd thus acquired strength and 

kn0\1l ed13e fo r i t s f'..tt:.ir e us ~. At t he;: de:: ;.h 'bt:d of an cmcient 

1-.01nan, the ne ... r ... st lci ns.~n le~ t over t o i nhal e t }le l ,.st breath 

of t. hd depi..r tinc . ~o thi s day t he Ty r olese pc~s..:.nts f;.,.ncy a 

goo d .nan ' s s oul to i s sue fro u his .uout:i ;,_t deci.th lik e a litt le 

\Vhi te cloud. (7:' 15) ":e must a lso gua r d ac;ai n s t concluding t'il.at. 

t h is spiri t or b r dcLh of lift: is pecul i ar to man , for animals 

possess i t also, er. ri ... n . ii,17. ( ~ 1 6 ) 

l/15. ';f. ~:'flOr' Pr i 1n. Cult. Vol. I p. ~3.; . 

;i l 6 . "\;'hat then" , asks K~tzsch ( F.d. of Israel, 1last. "ict. 

Ei ble, Vol.V, p . 665) is the pre c ise diffe rence which under all 

circur.istancee must be a ssume d to exist b etween man and beast?" 
The ans wer, h e says, is not found i n t he difference of thei r 
ori gin, foi: the a ni111al s poss e s s t.he sa.r.ie origin as 1nan (. cf. NU. 
xvt, 22; xxv1i ,l6 ; Ps.civ, 29 f.; J'b. JOOdv,l~ f.) but in t he fact 

that in tha ca.ae of uni1rlb.l s t h e re is no llll! ntion of an anirna•i ng 
by t h e inbreathi "lg o~ tl1e rlivi11 c 'hrcath of life, and i n tlrlio a-

lone t h e dis t inc tion becween @filrl an d 'beast 111a.y b e seen: "ilan re­
ceived t he b reath of life i mmediately f ror:i Go d whi le i n the 
case of animals no ~ing more t.han a gener 1&l animating (of t he 
wh ole species) is aeewned". 
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Ve may thu s unders t cllld how the breath, which to the prindtiYe 

.~emite meant not only l i fe, but all that constitute d man , hie 

thoughts , h i s f'eelings, h is spe ech a.nd his entir e activi t ies, 

ca!lle in time to b e viewed as ~he soul (or the se~t ot the s oul) 

in i ts wide st sense. 

(b) Based upon the Obser va tion of the ~lood. 

(1 ) Identifica ~ion ot ,he ~oul and t he ~lood. 

Just as the primi tivt: Semite connected the soul, 0 1· the life­

princi p l e , e.t one time with t he b r eata , so at another,, o r per­

haps at the sa:wt:, 1..illle he conn t:cted it with the bl ood 1, observ­

ing t hat ~or tht: most part 1l!illlt the loss of t he blood was a c­

companied by t il e loss of lift: . .hue h t: cc1.111e to re g .u-d 1.he blood 

either as t he soul itsel f ( cf . Oen.ix, ,; Lev. xvii , 11 b ; --eut. 

xi i , 23) or as t:!le s eat of tii.e soul (J,e v . x vii , 11 a ) . (ill?) 

Deli tzs ch ascr i bes the fol lowi ng r eas on for the identification 

of the soul and t he bloo d: "All activity of the b ody- - namely 

that of t he nervous and muscular s ystems-- depends on t~e quanti­

ty of the blood; f or i f a part ob t he body be deprived o f &he 

flow of o.hc blood, all the activity therein ceases--a. sensible 

part in a fe .v minu t es l oses all sensibili cy- - a :nuscle no longer 

either ser ves i.he voli tion , nor is suscepti b l c: of rt:f'lex irri t a­

b i lity. The con sequen ce W'!l i cn antiquity gathc::r~d f rc•l!l the ph e­

no1aenon tha t blood- shedding a n d death co i nci de w_s t.hus per fect-

~Y'. .Justified on ph:rsiol ogical gr ounds". (# 18) 

This concep tion o f tn e bloot! as t 11e seat of ::.he soul. , i.e. ~ 

the life, o r i -.lentifi ed with i t , was within e asy r.iu.eh o f the 

e url y Semite . ""aily observa.~ce ruadt i t clear to h im that as t he 

blood p our ed for t.h f r om the wounc! t:!le 90\v\.: r s of life were sensi­

bly di1nini shed , an observa ~ i on whioh ~autzscb cor ractly re1narks, 

"could al-.Yays be ma.de at'ro::sh whe n animals wt:re slaug!:i tered•. 

The i dea of t he un i ty o f the soul and the bloo d c•or.iee t o 

li5ht everywhere i n the ~criptures wh1::re it sp~a.ks of violen t 

death , especially when w~ note ::.he s u35estive fonns o! expres­

sion 1::mployed . Thus i n speak i ng of one inortally wound.ed 1 it says, 

# 1 ?. This phenomenon of i dent i fyi ng the soul and t h e blood is 
not uncommon &!lMlng p rimitive peopl es. er . !)eli tzsch, Sib. -pay. 
pp. 28G- 28 ?i Frazer, Golc!. :Sough , Vol . iii, pp . 2 ... o,~2 .1 , 2.;7,250; 
Tylor , l>ri1n. '.:ul t . Vol . i , p • .:O.,l; Arnatt , Tht Soul , J\mer. Jour. 
Psy. Vol . xv , p . 1~8 f . ~lP. Bi b . Psy. p . 289 f . 
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"his soul flows for th " (T,am. ii , 1 2). One wh o volun tarily sac­

rifi ces h imsel f is s p ok en of a s on e wh o "pours out his soul un­

to death " (Isai. T.111, 1 ~). The blood of a murde red 1ncm cries out 

for venge ance ( Gen. iv , 1 0 ) • (i:-19) We also !'ind su ch phrases 

.,.L Q.6 "t ile soul Of ~ !'le blood of" t he i nno cent " c ~eut . XXV'ii , 25 ) J and 

a gain, " the 'hl oo d of t :1e s oul s of t.!le i nnocent cleav e•s t o h is 

ekirts" (Jer. ii,3~. cp. "th e blood of a soul" Prov.XJ1:viii , 1i>. 

Again , "Shall I drink tile b lood of thee ~ men?" (1 Chr. rl,19). 

Anothe r exa.uiple is ":!er p r i n ces are lik e wolves • •• t o shed b lood, 

to dest roy s ouls" (~zek. xxii , 27) wher e Lhe b lood and t he soul 

seem to be used synonyn1ou sly. "'tilr t.he r, sin ce t he soul is ident­

ifi e d with the b:iood, t h at wh i ch is sai d o f t.he per s c1n i s also 

s ai d o f t he b lood. Thu s wi; have t ilE;; p h r a s e "dc.t.iWl n ak:ki "• inno­

c en t blood (Fe. xci v, 21; 'l)eut.xix,10 ; xxi , 8; XXT1i, 2!; ; 1 sam.xix, 

5; 2 X1 . xx1 , 16 ; xxiv, •; I eai.r.ix, 7; Jer. v11, 6 j xxii, ~S; xxvi , 25 ; 

Pe. cvi , 3 8 ; Pr o. vi ,l 7) . Perhaps we 1118.Y al so i!l cl.Ude h e r e ~he 

phr~se ""Jo not p our ou t my life " (Pe . cxLi , 6) . Yet, in spite 

of a ll thi s a pparent ident ifica t ion, !)elitz scl:l wa rns u s that we 

must not. con clude t hat t he ~crip turee :.Cno•s no dist:Ln ction. 

"The soul" , he obse rves , "(th e nepheeh) ls t h a t wh ich always 

combine s with t he blood--nowhere t h e spiri r. (ruah) . ... . . . I t is 

onl y the s oul on it s phy9ical side which is so pre-e1u1nt::nt.ly in 

;;be 'bl oo d ; no t i n the s ense of i dent i t y, :for .. h e exp;r ession "th " 

soul i s t!J.e b lood" al t erna te s w1 t h " t h e s oul is in t :ne bloo d", 

an d no~n t~e s ens e of loca l inclosure 1 for t.he soul, al t hough 

an unextended na ture , 1e certa i nly cap abl e of 'beinf localized in 

an organic body, bu . not in such a way a s that on e p art of t he 

organi s m should exclus ively i nclud e i t in itself. The ~criptu­

r a l view is entirely opposed t o such a localizing of the soul in 

one pi..rt of t.he h uman corp 1;z{Vety. According t o ~he Scripture s , 

t he s oul is no t in t h e blood in such a way Lhat i t coul d not al-

so be ou tsi d e t he 'blood. For i t is a l so in t.:ie organs of respi­

ration 6.!ld o f nutri t i on; t he breath is a ctually called "nephesh" 

( .To'b x T,i, 13) and even t he y a\vnine mouth is calle d "n.eph esh" (I ea. 

v ,14) . It is every1'1h ..:re wh.;r e b odily life is; and vi•he re it. is,· 

the re i t is always ent ire , although he re and there in dif.f'erent 

aani.f'estat ion•. (# 20 ) 

# 19. Cp. Job xxiv,12, where it is sai d t hat t he sou1l or t hose 
slain cries out. i/:20. Bi'b. P sy. p. 288 r. 
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(2) The prohibiti on o f ~ating t~e Blood. 

Since the blood is, then , actually the basi s o! the phYsical 

llf'e , and since t h ... soul is pr e-emi:tently representative of' the 

l if'e, it ie easy to 11nderstanr the prohih i tion against the eat­

ing of the blood. This pr ohibi ti on occurs seven i i mes i n the 

L.oso.ic l egisl a t ion. ( ".:f. T,ev.iii,17; vii, 25- 2 7; xv11,10-l4j 

neut . xii,16 , 23 1 2~; xv, 23. Cf. also Gen. ix,6 and Lev. xix, 26) . 

In the l ater li terature the ea :-.ing of t he blood w_s also acknowl­

e dged as a sin. (Ct'. l Sam. xiv, 3 3; zek. xxxUl, 25 ; Isai. Lxvi , 3) . 

Down to the pr es ent duy, wnong the ;re'.ts ·Nho still observe the 

7.ioaaic l ~"We i n all their minuti a., , this p roh i bition is scrupu­

lously observed, and all flesh that is in1.ended r or food is 

first th oroughly drained of its bloo d. Th., thoui;ht underlyi~g 

this prohi~ition, ~s may eusily he seen, is that in the eatinG 

of tAe blood anothe r life 11li D t be absorbed. (# 21) Another rea­

son fo r thi s strict proh i bi ti on suggests i tself, n~~ely , that 

the blood of t he sacrifice belong ed to the Tieity, and hence must 

be r eserved for · :im. Csnnine , as it does, fron "{a.hweh, t o Yahweh 

i t must be restored. (.JF22) __ orgenstern poi:tt s out, however, 

"tnat this is, strictly speakine , no sacr it'icia.1 p roce•dure is 

clear from the fact t h at not only t he blood of th~ ani~al s suit-

able for sacrifice, must be so dispose d of, but also t~e bl ood 

of c;ame . such a s th e hart and the stag, ct. Tle u t . Jdi . It is 

evident t._1at the pro hi bi ti ol"I r ests upon a consi de ra tion other 

than that of sa cr ifi ce , and in i ts ori gin probably anted~tes eve n 

the a ctucd conception of the sacrifi ce ". (# 23) Kennedy, on the 

other hand, believes that the b lood is i mpor tant b ecause or its 

p owor of working expiation ror sin. "The blood , which coritains 

the lire is withdr awn f r o10 ordina r y use as an article o! food , 

be c ause i L hns been reserved by Ood for a special and sacred 

pu.r pose. Ey divine appoi ntment blood i s the medium for the ex-

pia tion of the sine of men. It makes atonement , however, not 

•qu a blood•, but 'by reason of t~e l i f e', i.e. i ~ vi r tue or the 

life tha t is i n it . The 11ebrew l awgi ve r does no t take 1.he final 

# 21. "The desire to b rin 5 about such an i dentification of dif­
ferent lives", says -=rarper, •was the basis of the earlier sacr1-
rific1al meals, of which, however, no instance occure in the o. 
T. liter ature. The significance of' this conception of the blood 
upon the l a t er development of sacrifi ce ie v ery evident•. er. In­
t ro. to Arao e and ~oeea, I.e. C. p . 97 f. l.~22. Ct. lCautzseh, Rel.. 
Of Isr ael, Ras t. 'Pict. Ei b . Vol . v , p . 618 b . # 23. Cf . Paper, 
"Bones of the paschal T,amb", unp11blished. 
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s~ey cilld explain h o1& t a life t h .it is in t.:::ie bl ood make s e xpiao­

t i on; in ot.!le r wor 1 e , t.~c: so-caller eu~etit.utionary theory or 

ator.enent , til? p rin ciple of a life for a life , is not. explici t l y 

t aught • • • tlt:r.ougi: t h.,. tiloug.."'lt lies ne .. r . • (#:2.-9) This b l oo d t a-

boo , &.s might b e expect~d , is not peculiar to t.~e ~ebre~s. I t 

is f ound aruon& ~~dely ecattererl peoples t he world o ' e r. (# 25) 

!!usil says th~r. amons sor::e of t!-.e Arab ia"! tribes whicl:. he visit-

cd he found t h at ·~as 3lut soll ebenfblls nicht gegess ~n werden 

weil darin die Seelc , ~ets , wohnt , die da.nn in den Es ser u~ergeh­

~n ;;ur de. At s diesem ~runde soll m..n au ch das Pleisch der e r-

s tickten Tiere ni cht geniessen• . (r.-26 ) <:;ometime s , howevez·, p rin)­

i t i ve n1en were l ed by t.he powc:r t h ouc,ht t o ? e i !lll.i;ren t in th!! 

blood , not to .. bstain from eating or dri "1.1<i ng it, tiut t o do j~et 

t '.1e r evers(;. • su ch prirni t ive vi e··. s o~ the b l oo d", i;;ays ~le.inner , 

"are wide sprea.d, and amongst !Some r aces fOt T!hlc &. mo . ive !lOt !or 

ab s1n ence, but for 4rinkins it•. (r;. 27) 

(3) Blood must be soil led U'Oon the -;round anc cove re d 

wi t.h Dust • 

Since, then , the hlood might. not. b e: conewn~ n a i;; ~oort , i;;ome 

p rovision h .d to be :nade "or its di sp ostl . ~osses~ing, as i t. 

did , a tab oo charactc:r , it sur ely could not be cast aside neg­

ligen t l y or car ele ssly because o~ ite powe:r , in co!Xlon with all 

t aboo o))jects , to defile ev ery .hint: wi t h wiU.ch it ca..':le i n con-

t act. ·;:e :fi nd t :; c.t such provision 11as ::i.:..de , first in Tevi t i cus 

and l a t er in ~eutcrono111y. Thus Wt: rt: u.d t r.o.t anyone w:-to hunt s 

and cat ches ._ beast or a i'owl t h.at muy be: eaten " shall pour out 

t h e blood th ~reof and cover i L with oust". (Lev . xvii , 13) Later 

on w<.1 re a d "On '!.y ye sh::.11 not ea.t tile blood; ye sh all pour it. 

upon tile ::s-round as wa'l.t:r" ( lleu t . xii , 1 6 , 2_.; cf. c..lso ·. v , 23) . (7;. 28) 

Jr 2.; . Le v. and liwn. , The ~rew ~ent . ~i b. pp. 1 22-23. Ct. al so 
Toy, Intr o. :list . F.el . p • .;e7. 7f 25. Cf . Prazer, Perils o f the 
Soul, pp. 2:.:i9- 25l. # 26 . Arabi a Petrae 11. , p.150. Cf. also Act s 
xv,20 1 29; xxi , 25. 1; 2 7. c en. I . c . r.. p . 170. r.r. also ' ' m. R. 
~mith, P.el . of Semitt:s 1 ~. 23~ r. ( 2nd ed . ); ~raze r, Oold. n ough, 
Vol.i, p .133 f . , 352 f . ( 2nd. ed. ) ; !Cenn c:dy, E. B. p.15•4; Trum­
bull , The iU ood Covtinant , Index. 1;· 28. I n t he 'l"leu tc:r-onomic 
passage not hing i s s ai d o f cov erin g the b l ood wi th dust as is 
en joined in Lev. xvi i , 1 3 . ~.y was t hi s omitt ed? Schwall:J th1nke 
that " the covering of the ~lood is e i ther passed over aa under­
s t ood or i t is beli ~ved that the sa.~e purpose i s s erTed by t he 
blood 1 s soaking i nto t he ground" . (")as J,eben na ch dem Tode , p.52) 
'Ihe same purpofe 1 no doub t-, was served by dashing the blood of 
the sacr ifi ce upon t h e sides of the d.1.tu-. ( Cf. Lev . i ,5 , 11 11 5). 
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The explanation of this practice of spilling the blood upon the 

round is t hat the blood is pr e- emin~ntly the life, which be-

l ongs t o the ...,eity and to whom i t rnust be r e l>t ored. '~'hat con-

ception unde r l ay the bel i o:: f t !lat spilling the hlood upon the 

ground r estored it to th<! .... eity is difficult to so.y. Die t rich 

suggest s (1illtt~r Erde) that it was an ancient beli ef that all 
'\ 

souls came out of the C:l:4r th and at death retur ne d to the earth. 

We mca.y assert, however , tha.t t:Ven Wht:n poured upon the ground 

the blood did not lose its vitali ty, but continued to have in­

telligent relations with the ~eity. (~29) This f act is t o b e 

ascerta111~d from Gen. iv,10 , where: Abel ' s hlooa is represent ed 

as crying out t.o yahweh for vengeance. 7/e must not be deoei ved 

into beli eving that it is Abel •s me!JlOr y which is so r epresented , 

but Abel• s act ual self , his soul or his life. {;.30) This paesaee ,,. 
is not to be ta~en in t he l ight of ~ met~phor, b<!c~use it is act­

ually t!le blood that i s crying out to yahweh t o avenge: t '!le crime 
of cain. (#31) This con oept ion of the voi cefUlness of the hu-

man bl ood continued to preva.11 even as late as rannai tic times. 

Thus we find that both the -Pa.lest.inia."l and -:.abyloni c..n T,.J. :11uds 

tell of the irrepressi ble vole~ o~ Zeckari~, the son of Jehoida , 

who was slain by TCincr Joa.s..'1 in the cour t of the priests of the 

Temple. !iis blood whi ch was left there conti nued to hubble and 

woulr. not. be qui~t. (t32) Al though the :;ook of T'(;luter onomy seems 

t.o have overlooked or forgotten ent.ir ely ~he pr acti ce of cover­

i ng thll blood i t would appear, never .. hel e se, that at one t i me 

the practic~ possessed quite a hold upon the people. In r.en. 

xxxvii, ?.6 Judah asks b i s br others, "W'nat profit i s ther e i f we 

slay our bro!her and conceal hie blood?" The i dea certainly 

seems to be that it w~s looked upon ~e i mper ati ve ~hat the blood 

of the slain man be cove red with duet (#33) so t hat th e soul or 

spiri t continue to l ive . yr t hen, t hey t ook these necessary 

measur es to pr eserve the bl ood, t he mur der of thei r hro ther 

would acco~plish little, for hi e soul or spi r i t woul d no t h ave 

been annihilated , and might , perhaps , return to do them injury. 

#29. 
#30. 
# 31. 
#32. 
#33 . 

Ct. Trumbull, The 'Blood Covenant , p. 212. 
Ibi d. P• 360. er. also ~eb. x1,~i xii,2~. 
er. Skinner, Oen. I . c. c. i n loco. 
Jer. Tal . T"apeet h , fol. 69:1 1 2 i Bab. Tal. San. f ol. 92:2. 
Perh ... ps to ea:teeuar d i t f r om pr owling animals, cf. Jer. ni ,. 
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This interpretation receives cor roboration f rom T,ev.xvii,13 where 

i t is commanded to cov~ r the blood of wil d ani mals slain in the 

hunt. The r eason for this co11rnand, a s ~1orgenstern points out, 

is t.h e b elief that so lone: as the blood is returned unharmed t o 

t ile earth , t il e an11aal would be reborn , a.'ld so c ontinue to sup­

ply an undimini sho::d numbe:r of a.ni1nal s for t.he chase , t.he number 

of which had originally been fixed by the ~eity. (#34) Thus the 

covering of t he blood mo..nt protection to the soul, and was a 

guarantee of 1'Uture resurrection. (#35) :fo doubt the passage 

in Job voices t h e s ame helief when J ob cri es out , •o ear~n, cov­

er no t my olood , and let my cry have no place• (xvi ,18) . 

In concluding this partj cular section or our suh,ject "e will 

b rin g one other b it of evidenc~ to sh ow how closely bound up with 

one another were the early conceptions of the blood a.nd the soul. 

This identi ty of the blood and the soul is evidenced by the ety-­

mology of the word JJ 1 blood, •hich,allowing for dialectic 

variations 1 is the same i n all ~emitic la.'lguaees . The word is 

ordina.rily explained as being a deri vi Uve of the root .JJ-r JI.. the 

orie,inttl. •/( • having 'been dropped. :. ore pro bar.le, :::ioweve1· , since 

tae word nowho::re appe<Ars 1 n any of t!ie <;c::mi t i c di c.J. cct s w1 th the 

original "/(. ",is its deriva:.ion frOJrl t.he roo;. nnD, ", to b e 

like::, a qat'l !'onnation similar to 1•, ..:z,~, '1~. "On, 

and compar able also t o suc.'li qit. 11 fonnatione a.a l.2 from ,,.J..1 

and A '1LI f r om 1i1> rv. If this etymolog_v is correct the original 

sign1 ficance of' t he wo rd woulr. be t il .. t. the blood was conceived 

as th ~ likeness, or as cont~ining the li ~d nt::ss , i.e. the soul . 
(//36) 

We mi ght, if neces sary, go on lo sno·.,· how t he p riirdtive con-

ceptions of t he blood rave rise to the idea of blood- kinship, 

t.he blood- covenant , hlood- revenge and the li:.Ce , but enough has 

been Sc.11 1 to rua:.cu 1Jlain t.hd clos e r el a tions::rlp existing in tile 

minds o !' the early c:umi t.es between t.he blood and t he soul, 1. e. 

t ile life , a.nd h ow from the ohservQ.tion of t .no:: former th1::,r came 

a t t heir conceytion o!' t h e latter, {;r37) 

1f36 . 
# 3?. 

Paper, ~onu f! of t he n ~scha.l r,amb. 
This sub ject will be discussed more in detail in a 1 ater 
par agraph. 
Paper , "on 1..s of t he Paschal T,umb. 
For 1'Urther d~ta conce rnin g this very interesting subject 
of the primitive con~eptions o~ t he lll.ood ct. Tr u!tlbUll, 
7he Elood Covenant . 
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The origin o:f the Soul. 

"In the early stages o~ h wnan cul ture", says Toy, •the soul 

is taken as a natural part of the huinan constitution • The anal• 

ysis of man is not carri~d so fa.r as to r aise the questi on ot 

s eparate begi nnin£ o:f t.b.e t wo consti tu en ts of t he personality ex­

cept as thie is part iall.y i nvolved in t he hypothesis of rein· 

carnation. The ch il d i s born into t !le worl d equipped with all 

the capaci t ie s of man . ? urther investigation as t o how these 

C4pacit ies originally c ame is not made" . (# 38) Eut i n t h e later 

a ge of culture , in which the \'lriters of t he o. T. lived, the cre­

ation of the soUl was r egarded as a s pecial uct of creation of 

Yahweh. I n the ? i blical a~count of the c r eation of man ( Gen.ii, 

7) we learn t hat man was conceived a s :formed out of t h e dust, am 
t hat in t o t his earthly fr~e the soul, t he b r eath of life, was 

b reathen by od, and t hus man became a "living s oul"• The soul 

of man , therefore, had its ori gi n in the divine breath. '.\'1th the 

:furth e r nature and ori gin of this divine b rea t h the o. T. has no 

concern. (# 39) 

The Substance of th e ~oul. 

Primitive peoples never conceive of t h e soul as something i i.,.. 

mat-ritl. This c onception is a produ~t of rnet .i.physics, a.'ld ha.s 

no ruea.ning for the s ... vage or i:rilid ti ve man. For h.1111 t h e soul is 

alvrays a sub stance, someti mes , indeed , s o very f ine as to be 

ethere.U, intanei nle and invisible , but. a sub stance nevertheless. 

(# 40) The near est appro a ch thiit t h e early semi l.e made to t h e 

concept! on o:f t:!l e 1uunat.er1 ali ty of t he soul wa s when he concei v-

ed of 1 t as a brea t h . T'ri s, a s w~ nave seen in a precedini; p at'-

agray;h , i s t:ie O. T. view. Even Te:J.lJJUdi c li terature i'ails to go 

b eyond t h is poi nt 1 and 'the wri t.ers of the "Ti dras..1-i content t !1em­

selves with the statement that the s oul- substance must remain 

un defined ev en a s is God ~~imself. (7, .1) That t h ey too conceived 

# 38. Intro. to the 'ii st . of Eel. p. l ?. t,t39. We are not to 
infer, however , 1'\autzsch 'Varns us, t hat the same p r ocess, i.e. 
t h e inbreathing of the divine breath, takes place at t h e b irth 
of e a ch i ndividual . 'rhe O. T. nowher e teaches this so-called 
•c r ea tionism', but is b ased r ather upon 1Traducianism' which 
tea ches that t h e body and t h e soul are begotten at the s ame time, 
for otherwise the view would be impossible that t he inclination 
t o sin passes :from parents to ch ildren, a view by whi ch the o. T. 
is unquestionably do ,1dnnted, cf. Gen. vii1 1 -i. and passim. ( Cf. 
Kautzsch , Rel. of Isra el, ~ast . ~i ct. of the Bi ble, Vol.v1 p.665l 
r: 40. Cf. •rylor, "Pri.n. CUlt. Vol.i, p .-'*5 .:i ff.; Frc..zer, Gold. J;ougb 
Index. Ti .n. l.'.id. l\ ab. 14,ll. 

~ 
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01' t he soul-sub stance a s a breath w~ learn from the tra dition 

t hat a t the death of ...;oses God dr ew out h is soul by a k iss. (# 4. 2) 

The substance of t h e soul is a subject upon wh ich t h e O. T. has 

li t tle to say because its writers had little or no interest i n 

i t . That t he soul is everywh~rc look ed up on a s a sub stance is, 

however, irrefutable. SUch expressions a s " that soul sh all be 

cut off" ( Gen. xvii, 1 .. ); "b ound up with his soul" ( Geii. x T,i v , 30) ; 

"cast his soul far away" (JUd. ix,17); "my soul is continually 

in ..ay hand" (Ps . cxix,109) and o thers show t hat originally the 

soul Wa l! conceived to b e something materi al and t angi ble. 

The Yonn of t he Soul • 

. rust as t h e writers of t.he o . T. f ound little to say concern-

inG th e sub stance of t he soul, so do th~y :f'ind even less to say 

concerning its form. We know t.hat pri'ndtive p eO ):l e s t'reque ntly 

conc eive of the soul as possessing a definite forn1. (# 43} 3ut 

t he O. T. a uthor s must have ri d t h emselves of these r.rimi tive no-

1,J tions becau .s e in t he f:crip ture s wt= :find hut one reference to t he 

I I ; Jnl . • ,.,,1 '-1 d f onn of t h e soul , 11;~ow can you say to my soul, ,,. e e a s a u r t o 
1.n • ·~ 

your mount a..in?" ( Ps . xi 1 1). This single instance is, h oweve r, 

insu1'f1 c1en t to .1ust i f y us in maintaining that t hl s ivas any-

t hini{ more "than a metaph orical exp1·es s ion. 

Perhaps just us doubtful is t he sugges t ion t hat o:f!'ers it-

s elf when we consider the ety111ology of the wordl't.!1 'K, 11 t. t h e 

"11 ttl e man" , t.he v eb rew •vord f or t!le pupi l of t l1e ey e. "The 

term" , s ay s _orgens t ern, "wouln hardl y imply consciou sness t hat 

the ima ge seen in the pup il is actu!l.l l y t he r cfl e c;.i on 0 ~ t.he 

fo rm of the 'be "'lolder, and can best 1)e expl ained a!'- the p roduc t 

of the poyula r concepti on t hat t he s oul l ooked out t~rough t h 6 

eye upon t h e world with out and t hu s was visible to oth ers". Cn -s4) 

I f it is t rue t hat t he i mage seen in the pupil was t h ough t to be 

"the 11 ttle man" i nsid e, t hen we have h ere a very ancient con­

cep t ion of t he soul •s :form.. ~razer menti ons a.~ instance ~here 

t he soul is supposed t o assUrtlt! the f orm of ca. mannikin. (~' -t5) 

ii .a2. Tan. ~r•ethan. 56. '7743 . Thu!l the F.urons t h ouslJ.t of t he 
soul as a mannik in, a compl e t e min~ture model of t he man himself; 
t h e •k'"a rens_ conr. eived of t h e soul us a eutiefflY 1 a s did theib Gree s or -.omer• s day ; t. lie rorm or a vl rd s cummonly ascr ed 
to ~he soul, esp ecially among the ancien t Egyptians and ~ahylon-
1ans; the :forms of" t he li .:>ard , t h e :!'1~' • t h e mou se, t :he lark , t he 
fire- fly, an insect, a stone, e t c. h ave been ascr i u ed to t h e soul 
1)y various primitive peoples. ( C.1' . ? razer, r old. !\ough ,iii , p. 
33 seq.; Arnett, The "'oul, .Tour. Amer . P sy. ·vol.xv, pp. 132 f f . ; 
A. 'K'iedemann, The .!,nc. Egy. ~c. of I llll'llOrt. pp 0 3~ .. 1 ; J astrow, 
Rel. of :'cl.'by . and Assyr. p. 568; Roh de, Psyche, Index). 
1t-14. Eones of t h e p aschal T,a.m.b. -::· ~5. P c:rils of t!le <:;oul,p.26. 
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Again, !!ax :"Ulle i· tells us t hat among some savage Aus t ralian 

triue s the p ractice was found to exist of ea~ing t h e eyes of the 

dead ene!lG'. (~46) The eating of t he ey~s, like t ~e eating of 

t h e hear c , ilad its origin in ,the savage logic, without doubt., 

that these organs contain t he soul. I t may b e, t hen, that at 

one time the ~ebrews lik ewise believed that t he soul dwelt i n 

the eye , or at least looked out throu&.~ t he eyes and was seen 

by the obs~r in t h e f onn of a little man. 

I t may ht:re occur to the reader t h at w .. have neglected to 

speak Of the f'.hades in '!leol tO Which t h e 0. T. f requentl y gives 

defini te forms. Thus, for ins ~an ~e , t he returned shad e of ~~ 

uel bore the form of an old ma!l with a mantle , so t hat r"'aul per­

cei ved t n at H wae camut:l. (1 Sam. xxviii ,14). The belief pre­

vail ed at one t i me that t h e shades of t he rlepa.rtea take t a e form 

whl ch they possessed at t he m'1ment of t heir death. ( r:r . "!en. x:iocvii1 

35 j 1 '~i • ii t 9j !Bai.Xi VJ 9-ll j !'.:zek. JCX.."<ii I 2Q f1'; et Co) 73\l t tO 

thus i denti fy the souls of t h e living wit~ the shades of the 

de ad seems to t he wri ter particular ly h azardous, because t he 

she.des i o <:h eol are n e v c:r referr<:ti to as "souls". v:e must, how -

eve l· , l ec1.ve t hi s discussion for l ater consider ':tti on , and be sat­

isfied f or the p rese!lt, at leas t, t~at t he livin~ soul is not 

conce ived as having a.~y particular form , espt:cially sin ce i t is 

only a b r eath. 

The Peat of the ~oul. 

In the l:IOSt }.-rimi t ive stages of :iwnan culture tile Sil.Vage r ·re-

q:ie:n~ly i cit:ntifies ~he· soul '"'i t!l -:;he b r eath , or, a<. lea st, looks 

·_ipon th£: b r e ... t ;1 as t:1e sec..t o" the soul. '!"hat t h is lfa£ al so l;he 

case with the priini ti v e <1emi t.es t he etymology of the wor ds 

"rua.b. " 1 "nephesh" and "n ' shamah" clearly attests. (Vi de supra p. 

6 ~ "\it wit.h t.he advance in c.nttct'lli r.al 1<nowlcdi;:e t he o. T. wri t -

ers ga ve up ~his p rimi i. ive i dea a.>ld pl aced t h e sea ;. of t h e soul 

ir. the o lood gtner:.lly, or, more specifi cally, in t h e heurt, the 

liver , t he intestines, t 'r1e j{i dneys anr< t.h e l ike. The he d.n is 

rar~ly s poken of a s t~e locality of t ~e soul , ;md is found v~ry 

lat e . ( C:f. T">an. ii , 26; iv,10; vii , 1,15.) 

r. .6 . Anth ro. ! el. p . 192. 
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According to ... a s t row, t he belief i !'.I. t he liver as t h e s e at or 
(1: 4 71 

the soul pr eceded t hc1.t of the hi:: o.rt. Tr aces of the former be-

l ief ar e still to b e found ainone; pri 1nit.i ve people of t oday. Thus 

the natives of "'omeo pursue t h .; p r a ctice of consul ting the 11 V"" 

er of a pi e; before ent ering uµon a wa r, or to rie t e nnine wheth~r 

a si ck per s on will r ecover. ( ~8) c:;ome traces or t.he belief in 

the l i ver o.s t h e s e :.i.. o~ tl:e soul a r ti !'ound in the o. •.r. al so. 

Thus t he author of t h e hoo£ of •,amentations represent s ,Terusa­

lem as a mother he r eft of he1· children, c ryi ng out, ",.'iy liver is 

poured upon th e c r ound" , me aninc that her v t:1y soul or life is 

crushed. ( 1i , 2) • In .,,r over l1s t he young man is pictur ed as ·struck 

t!lroui;h the liver by t he arrows of t he har lot. , whi c..li t.hus strik e 

a t '11 s v ..:ry l i fe . "Until t he arrow pierces h is liver, as the· 

h ird rushes to !!.is trap , not knowi ne t h at i t :ueans h i s life ( ne-

phesru . (vii , 2.>) • I"l -pec..l ius t her e o.r c ~ n·11ube r "J f passages ·nhi cil , 

a ccordi n s t o 'T'o.s t r o"' • must oe r ec1.n 111<:an.:d" 1 liver, instead of 

"kd.l)od" , h onor, as tlle text has i t. . Thus , "T,c t ;1i 1n trc:arl down 

.r.y life to r.he earth, and nr ... c nzy l iver to th e nust". (vii , 6 ). 

Or , "Ti1c.. t m:r liver '!lcJ.Y s i n & pr...ise un"&o t 'lee und not b~ sil r:nt". 

(xxx, 13) Ag~n, "The r efor e my h.:ir..rt i s cl<!d .<nr\ .ny liver exult­

er.h" . (xvi , 9) i.nd !'inal ly, "~ ill!art is s "& eaM .... st , O .,od. I 

••ill c..ilani. an" I will sine-- a:re , .uy live r ( shall s inr.) · ( cviii,2). 

In the vast 1ac..jori t.y of cases , however, t ile heart. is looked 

'..lpon as t he sour ce and se a.t of life in i 1. s va ri us aspects. 1'h;.is 

we r ead in -:>rover :1s , ··~.:e!> t :-i:r h ear t .. '1 t il all ri i li&ence fo r out 

of i t a r t: t he so•irc.:s of life ". (1v, 3 ) Or in t>r ov. xiv,10 , •·:.:'lo 

h ear t '<no,1et?J t>i e b i t t er :1ess or '11s son!" , It is cle a r f rom 

"&:0.ese pas s..tge s \.hd.t in t he 'llind of i.'1e' autil or t h e h eo.Lrt is '&he 

s e c:.t of th.e soul. In time t h is close connectiO!I b etl'fecn the 

h ea r t ~na t b u soul led to a purti~l i nentifi cation, s o ~hat we 

f ind all the powers und r~cul t.ies of t~e soul ~ei~G att r i nuted 

t o i:he :1 eart , such d.S t bou i;:_"-lt , underst.:-.n ti i ns , '71. s doiu, lovi: , hat-

re d , .Joy , s orrow, conte.ar>t , ~ esp..i.ir , et c. ·:n e fact tlJ':it the 

b.edrt a nd t·'le s oul shar 3 t h ese i n common proves h ow closely r e-

la."&e<l in ·· ebr e·n t !lou C:1t ·;1er e t h.a heart and t he soul , and h ow o­

ri5ine1.lly t h e hear:. 'Hr.J." r ecarded at the ee ~t oft.h e soul. ( C~. 

'1en . vi , :; ; xxxi , 26 ; xxi v , 25 ; I:x. xxviii, 3; ~u. x vi 1 2b ; l X1 . 111 1 9> 

: ·eh .v, 7; Joo xxxiv,1 0 ; e t c . ) 

t ··· 1. r el. of 'liaby. and Assyr. pp. 1 ..,9 'ft. Cf. also Art. The 
I,i ver, t..""ie "'eat of the coul, Studies i n t ile ·1st. or p el . "Pre­
sented to c. ·-. Toy , p.14:l. 1. V~. \l.'e find t his pr actice of using 
the liver in h epa toacopy mentioned once in the O. T. 1 Ezek. xxi,2i.. 
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Alth ough ~u f i nd t~& s ~ul ~ost f r equently l ocal i zed in t he 

h e a r t 1 L is c y n o me .ms r estri c t e d to i t , but is f r equent ly 

1'ound in o t h er o r gans. <;01netirnes, inde e d , t ile soul i s SJJOk en of 

.:.s 1ae re l y wi t hin t he body, the word .. .. ~'p ",in wa r ds, b ein g e,m­

p l oyed . 'l'iiu s "kercb 11 app <? ;.:.r s a s t ?le loca le of feelin g (Isai . 

x v i , 1J.1s. ci i i 1 1) and of t he sp i ri t ( Zech . xii, l ), of t he spirit­

ual l.i f e ( Ps. Li , 1 2; Is.U . xxiv , 9) , of di vi ne v;isdo1n (1 -: i.iii, 28) 

"l ~~"· belly , is l ike wise use d i n t h e o. T. a s r;'.:le ae .,.t of t h e 

soul , i. e . of t;<la t in 1nan \':!li en t h in'< s and wills ( Job xv, 35 ), t lle 

·~ r e ci p ien t of tn .:.t wh i c.."1 is s p i r i taal (P r ov.xxii,la ; J ob xr..i ii , 19. 

er . a l so Prov . xx, 2 7; P s . xxi , 9 ; Ec cl us. Y.i x , 12; J, i, 21) . An-

o tiler pilr a s e us ed i n t !1e s ame s ense , 1 0 e. as de s t .. ;n atini: the s eat 

o f t he soul , i s " .!J · ~ n", bow\:l s. ( ~f. I s ai . xvt , ll; J e r. xxrl , 20 ; 

!sai . Lxiii , 1 5 ; J"er. iv, 1 9; Lam.i, 20 ; 11 , ll ; Ton x:o.:, 2 7; i:ant. v , 4) 

Th e k i dneys , "JI~~ jt 11 , a r e si :ni l a r l :r e:a;)l oyed c.~ t :-. e s e _t of 

t he s oul . Thu s i n deep suff e r ing (P s . T,i-:xiii , 21), i n a f -"l ict ion 

( J ob xvi , 13; cp . !, am. iii , 13), i n j oy (P r ov . xxiii , l i') ) , i n r:i1a s t.i se-

ment ( Ps . xvt , 7), i n lon g i n g ( .Tob xix , 27) ; God tries t~e hear t 

a nd the r ein s (P s. vii, 1 0); -e i s i' a.r fro .. 1 r.::e rd "15 of t ;10:: un­

;:-odly ( Je r.xi i , 2) . Th e wor'1 " S'\i M 'tp ", i nwar d p ar t s , w!:ii ch i e-

litzscll "be l i e ve s 't. O be ano ~n1.r n c..1oe f o r 'ci dn<Jye , i s li'<i;·r.i se re­

fe r r e d t o a s the s e at o~ t~e so•u ( Ps. ~i, H ; Too x.v:xvi i i , 3G) . The 

st r an:;.: story of <:"amson • s l os s of s t rc::n g th whtm s:1o rn o f hi s 

locks L!lay \le a t r ..ice o! tne o el i ef 1•1hl ell i n an cien t t i ines made 

the hai r t l1e s .:: ... t of t ile so-.11 . h-· .. s) 

':Je a r e c;iius e nab l ..:d to u n lier sc ..nd i 10 ¥1 Lh e Cl. '1' . wri t ur s con-' 

c ei v ud of t a -. s oul as local i z e d s ome w!1<!ru i n t il1. ho dy , :'i rst i n 

i; lle blood , t hen in ';.a e h eart or l i ver as t~e sour ce o f r.n e bl o od , 

an rl f inall y i n the s c::v er.:.J. i n te 1·, ..1.l o r t:-n s surrounr1i n g t~1e heart . 

f:ay~ l e litzsch , "The hell. r t i s t 'le c e nte r , \<hen ce g, cco r di ng to 

C::c ri pLur u , t~e s oul pe rva de s t ;1e b ody-- ev e r JWh ere p r e sent in a 

manne r whic!l manifest s itsel f locall y , but y.:t is not. l ocal ••• •• 

:'he n \;rvous syst~m, wh i c:1 ext .. nd s t >J r ouch t h e enti r e c o rpor ei ty, 

e ven t o its ino s t del i ca t e ;i11C. ext r erae suo di vision o!' ti ssuu , i s 

t ile inne r hody of t :1e s oul , eve r anew r <!storin r i tsel f f rom t h e 

f;' .:.9. r;r . -:raze r, .; ol d . Bough , 'Tol . x i , p .103 seq. ; Wm. F.. Smith, 
F.el. o f t h e F'eroi t e s , p . 3 L3 ff. :--50. -,,i b . 'Pey. p . 31 8 . 
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The ::Un c tions of the ~oul. 

The f'unctions a scr iberi -;;o tn e soul i n tne o . T. a.re lnany and 

varied. All the a.ttribu tc s co1runonly a s c:rib ed t o th.e individual 

ar c! ;;.ccr udi tc:d t o tbt: soul , f r orn t h o:: l o·uest ani1nal appcti tes to 

thu '1i r.ilest intelle ctual an d emotional f'un c t ions . 'We \l'ill con­

si der t nc f"..inc tions of ''neph e sh " anri "nllah " sep a r c1.t ely, so t h a.t 

w..: mc..y corap~re t h em t o discovur ·Raet her there is ..my vital dif­

fe r .:nce °bet .re cn them, or Wh cither t oey a l"e i dt:n'tiCul and ma.y 0 6 

used synonyJously . "~·'. 'shoJ.l'QF.h " is usec! too i nf'requently to make 

a coinp ..lrison wi ~h <.he o :.i1 ~!" ta r .ns of uU(~!l vJue. 

( a.) The - 'U!l<'t ions o!' ·-~phesh. 

',7e f ind t :-iat "neph esh" i s used us t·2<; se_t of t.h e appe t i tes 

1'rom t :ne c...rliest literarnr e to t he lat •!st. To i t thert~ may be 

ascribed : (1) .. m g.:r (Ps. cvii , 9; Pro . x:KVil , 7; Isai . x:xxi i , 6 ; 

Pr o . x , 3 ; vi , 20 ; I sai. xxix, 8) i ( 2) Thi rst. (P r o . xxv , 25 ; ,.er. xx.xi , 

2~ i Ps . cxJ.iil,6 ; xLi i,3; ,..xiii , 2 ; xT,11 , :2; .Ter. x..~,1 .. , 25 ; Is. 1.vUi1 
11); (S ) Appetite in gen er"1 (Ps. cvii, !5 ; xvii , 9 ; Ieu • • , 1 .. ; - ab. 

ii , 5) . To it there .uay also lJe ascri'be ·d t il e :!'eel1 11r.- s and e.;io­

ti ona : (4) ...,esire (:i:ieut.xii, 20; Job x..-tl:U,13; Pr o.xiii , l 9j Isa.i • 

.xxvi , 8 ; er . ii,24; T;zelc.xvi , 2 7; Ps . xx:xv, 25 ; ;•i.vii,3; r. t . vi,12; 

l c-am.i ~ l5 ; ·.ros.iv, 8 ; :Ex. x v, 9 ; 1 ·~1.xi., ,3?) ; ( 5) \bho r rence, · 

l ot4 til.1nc (Lev.xxvi , 11 , 1 5 , 30, _. ;j ; Te r. Y.iv , 1~; Zech . :rl, 8 ) ; (u) sor­

ro\1 anu """11st ress ( .Tud. xviii, 25 ; 2 cam.,xvii , 15 ; -rob iii , 20 ; 1Ud.. 

Y. , 16; I s .. d .xix, 10; Ter. iv, 31; '"o"b xxi v 1 12; "Ds . .... xxxviii , -.; T,a;n. 

iii , 51 , 'fen. x T,ii , 21 ; Ezek . x ·-vii , 31); (?) .Toy (Ps. xxxv, 9; Isai. 

T,x1 , 10; Pe. Lxxxvi ,..e; Pro . xxi x 117; Ps. x c1v 1 19; c>:xxviii,3); ( 8 ) 

I.ove ( Ct.i,7; iii,1;2, 3,4; Ja r.xii , ?; cn. x:xxiv,3; !>s. T,xiii,9; 

Oen. 'XXiv, 8 ) ; ( 9) Ali ~nation, hutred, r~ve~ge ( J er. vi , 8 ; Ezek. 

xxiii , l?,l;""> , 1 8 , 221 28 ; 2 c-am. v 1 8 ; 1>s • .Y.i 1 '> ; Is .1. i,l.; T.zek • .xxv, 

G,15; xxxvi , 5 ; Ter. v , S , 29 ; ix 1 !-) i p r o . vi,16) ; (1 0 ) Oth-:r e.notions 

a.nd fe<!line;s (Pe . xix , ... ; T, J.11. i , 11, 16 ,19; Pro . xxv, 13; r:u. iv,15; Ps. 

xxi11 1 3 ; cxxxi , 2; I:zek.riiv , 21; , oo vi , H; Ex. x.xiii , 9) . 

(b) The J'Unctions of F.uah. 

We fi nd "ru<lll" u sed likc::wi se in expr e ssi ons of (1) ~rief, 

s adness, a ngui sh ( •"Jen.~1 , ~5 ; xT.i, 8 ; J:x. vi ,9; 1 ·n. xx1 , 5; Job 

vil , 11; -o: , ~; Ize ·~ . i,l)~Oostinacy, h ar•rtness, ange r (Tleut.ii,30; 

.-u. vi1i , 3; b :, 2:$ ; 7ob xv , 13; nro. x.~ , ,8~ xx.ix ,l l ; xvi,32; Zech . 

v1, e ); (3) -:.-wnility {,,s. x.xxi v, 18; T>ro. xxix , 23 ; xvi , -_9) ; ( 4) Up-
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r i giltnees , excellence {Ps.Li,10 ; Pro.xi, 13; xvi, 32; xxv, 28) ; (,) 

Ani ;n ... t i on, vivacity (1 ·i.x, 5; 2 <;hr.ix , •i l •a . xxi, 5; Gen. xLv, 

27, Ju.xv , H ; l Sam. x:xx , 12); (G) Cour :..ge ( J os.v,l; Ps . T,vi,13; Is. 

xix, 3 ; "Ps.T~xxv11 , 4; cx:r,11 ,4; cxT,iii , 4; ,Tos . 11,11); (7) Impati­

Gn ~e (Ex.vi,9; 1li . i1,7; Pr o. xiv , 29); {8} Patience ( :ob :x:xxi i,181 

xxi, ·•i :Eccles. vii, 8 ); (9) :.:i. s gi vinG, trouble ( Oen • .xLi , 8 ; ""'un.ii, 

3 ; ~un . :ir.xvi,35; Isai. Liv, 6); (10) Jell.lou sy (" 'u.v,l .. 
1
30; ::o s.iv, 

12; v , 1; rsai. xix,l -1 ; xxviii,6; ~en.xT.i,38) . 

A c urefUl comp ... ri son of t :ie :f\lnctio'ls of "ne phe s!i" and "ruah" 

leads u s to t !le conclusion t ilat thoui:;11 in a l a r .:;e :nultitude of 

~ases it i s i mpo s s i ble to Ci s t i nQ.liSh b et ~en t~em1 yet in e en­

er al we can say t hat t he functions ascribed to "ruah" ar..: of a 

supe rt or g r a de to t hose ascri 'bed to "nep:ie sh" , a.'ld t !lat in con­

~equence •nephesh" is of a lower nature t!la."1 "ruah • . In t his 

opinion W<! have t h e support of Charles, who points out t "1a t the 

two t1:1n11e "are partially dif!'er entiatt1d , t 11e term "epirit" b eing 

appropriated to mark tn e s~ronger side of t~ e soul , and designat­

ed the stronger and stor.Jlier emotions". (#51) 1:Jelitzsch turth er 

1istinGU ) a.1ies the two t..:rms i n t '.:li s wi se: "The spirit is sup er­

ior to t~e soul. The eoul is it s pr oduct, or what i s mo re ex­

p r essi ve , its manifest a tion". (# 52) \'lhether the t wo tenns were 

ever synonymous, and were only <lifferen6iated at a later time is, 

of course , a mc:.t.t e r of con j..:ct ·1r e . 

#51. Eschat . p . .. 5. Cf. also f!tade 1 r.esch. d., Volka Isr ael, 

Vol. i 1 p • .• 1s. 

#5, . Bib. Pay. p.100. 
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TKE O. T. CONCF.PTIO~ O!" T)'.EATTi. 

Amon& p r imitive p eo9les t ile r <! a r e found. vari ous t.h eori es , o r 

r ather l!IYths , to account for the oriGi n of rleath. ~razer di­

vi des the several scatt~red stori es or tne origin of dea th into 

f our general classes. (1."f>3) Aiany s avages 'belinv u t i:H .. t t :-iey 

would neve r die if t heir lives Wbr c not cu t short by sor cer y . 

(#5 , ) "T'eath is 11~ewise att r ibuted to the :nachi~ations of evil 

spiri ts. (#55 ) \l'hatever the cause , however , death is r egarded 

by pri:ni t ive :n..n c..s an a.bnorrllio.l even t , produced by supemat<Ar al. 

ag~ncy , c1.nd broug~t aoout by Qcciti ent or error. (#56 ) The best 

known type of t he ori gin of death is that container\ i n r;en.1ii. 

neath i s here brought into t~e worle as a result or disobedience 

on the par t of t :ie f irs t ltld.n (# 5 7) or by h is f .dl u r c to ecat or 

t ne tree or life. (#~8) Bennett, h owever, be lieves that • the 

n.A.rr- t ive in nen. iii . st.-.nde ap,u-t f r om t h e gener .U cou r se of 

o. T. thou~t , which regards death a.s t!le natu rdl end of 11 re. 

The r i rllteous :nan , accordin~ to the wirlely prcv!!.l.ent view, en­

.1 oys d. lo 'l.: c1.nr. 1d.ppy life , Qn d i s :;cot!lc.. red to h i s 1'athere in 

~ good ol ~ c;1.ge ~. ([ 5V) 

l3e t U.: ori .:;in o= death w'\iat it 1na.y , according to sava.ge and 

pritrltive philosopny, it i s immediatel:r the r esul t o:!' t:ie sepa­

r ati on o f t !le ·oodj• cUld t i e s oul. (ft•JO) Accordin::; t o ; :-iis p r i lll­

.. ;ive co ncc..I-.:ion, t.he t.umpor c1.r :r absence of th e soul results in 

e i ther sleep , tr ..nee, s woon or com.,., while t ile p 1:r.nanent sepa.­

r c.tions me _.,s (ie <-t:il. (\'f61) This i s ;.he conr.eption round i n the 

o.T. In deQt4 the •nephesh" 1 1:~ves ~ne hody unr~servbdly. This 

doctri ne of <le .. th is plainl:.r sto1. ted i n Gi:n. Y.YY.V , 1 8 , " An~ it 

came to puss a s h <. r soul .,,. .... s oep .... r ting , for sile died • • •• • (Cf. 

ulso .rer.xv, 9; .Tob x i ,20; xxxi , 39; J on. iv,.>; .G ~&.m.i,9 . ) Con-

tion of life. ( ~f. 1 Xi . xvii, 21, 22. ) Yet i t also appear s as 

# 5.5. Bel. i n I rnmor l . pp. 59- 73. #5'*• Ibid . p. 33!. Cf . al so 
Tylor, Prim. Cult. I . p .138. r,'55 . :;>r azer, I'bi <i . p . 3 7. # 56 . Cf. 
Toy , Intro . to Rist.of Rel. p . 36o. #5 7. C! . E. S. Hartland , Ar~ 
'Death, Hast. Encyc. Rel. &.nd E t.h . Vol . iv, p ... 11. i.1 5A. Cf. Toy , I ­
bid , p . 366. # 59 . Art . ~eat~ an~ ~1spos~1 of t he ~ead, ~ast . En­
cyc. Rel. and :Eth. Vol .iv , p . iOO. #60 . Cf. 'l:'rcazcr 1 "Deril s of 
the Soul , p. 26 "ff. # 61. - :r. Tylor, 'Drim .. r.ult . Vol . I , p . 436 ff. 
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t hough the "nepbesh" does not always leave the body immediately 

at death .. but. appar.:ntly onl:r -.ipon t he corruption of the flesh .. 

This is evidenced ; :J t ile !'&.ct t~1at in cer tain c a s e s, a ft.er t~ 

ou tward death of the body , the soul is r .:garded as s till being 

in o r nea.r t~e b ody , as the corps.: is called •nepheeh ". ( Cf . 

~ev.xix , 2c ; JOCi,l; xxii,4; Nu. i x , G, 7, 10; ~ag.ii , lS. ) In su ch 

cases tile soul of t.he individual is epok .n of as "nephesh me;. th"• 
(er. Nu . vi\,6 ; T,ev. x.xi,11 . Cp, (!en. ii , 7 wh,re a livin;- man is 

spoken of as "nt:p:Oesh !layycih" . ) Schwally turt.he r points out 

that dt:<41.:'l c=nsutis not onl:r u pon t h e Nith<\ra"al of the "nepheeh", 

but ta.lso upon the '-Yiehdrawul o f the "ruW:i.". (#6 2) ( Ct'. Ps. 

T,:x:xvii 1 , 39; cxT.vi , ~; c1 v, 29; xx:d, 6 i I sai. :o:xviii, l o ; .ro;. :xv11,l i 

xxxiv , 1 .. ,15; Is<1.i, T.vii 1 l t ; ·:ccles. viii , B,~i ix, 5; iii 1 2l; x11 ,7.) 

The neph.:sh , i ~self , is also sub1ect to dt~th , t~ough not , it 

set: ;is , to co.aplete annihilation. Tilus .. v ... !ind t nat the <;crip­

ture: spad.!cs of "t.n .. · soul as dyine . ( Cf . ~u.xxi11 , 10 i Tu. xvi , 30; 

Job xxxvi ,l~. Cp. Wis,1,11; Uk, lii , ~; ~en.X>::Xii, 21 ; 'l')eu ~ . :xxii , 

26 ; Ie..d. , T,iii , 12; Pe . cxJ", i, A; Jo)) x i, 20 ; xxxi,39; .re r. xv,9; T,am. 

ii,12; 1 t<1. xvi1 1 17. ) Accordinc to :..'lt: account of L;,e c r c:t:.tit.>n 

or ~an in ~en. ii 1 ?, :nan i s quic<ened in to l ife by t h e inn r cath­

ing of t he di vine b r .:u.th (rua.h) , t.:'le prc:scnce of wh ich !!W.nifests 

itsc:l~ by the "nephc:s.li". Accordinc to t">Us vie·:; t.he nephesb has 

no i~dcpenden t existence of i ts own but. i s d1:p1mdc:nt upon ttH: 

p r es.:1nce of t '.1c "ruah", ....nti upon t~e wi "t.:'ldr.:4wal of tile 1 j .. t tc:r--­

·:ih.i ch then retu1·ns to t?t.: Cr t:utor w'i:o :-a ve: i t --- the "nephe sh" 

dies. ( 1="!', ~cclt:s. xii, ?.) A.11d yt:t we: 1aust not un rie: rstc.nd 1. h at 

thls dcc.ttil is "1. coinplcte annihilati on- --a conception ford gn to 

tile e o.rly ~emi tic mi11d---~or an i ndes~ructible re sidue continues 

t o l e!l.<i a v ague , shado·n:r and !lnsuhst anti :..l exi ~ence in ~.heol. 

Scilw.ilt :r explun " t"1is rc:?11~r·<"ahl1.: ph<:no.nt:non c:.s !ollows : "nie 

nephe eh d.es Toten is na t~rlich keinc ' nep!l13sh n. .. yy<J."1. ', s ondern 

si ~ i s tot; (Tud. xvi , 30; ~u. xx.i i i,10). Aber dc:r Tod der Reel­

ist ni ci:lt in ahsolutem C\inne zu ntihmo;;n. ""cnn w ... nn vc:reossencs 

3 lut--und in dem Blute wird ja die ~eele gedacht-- zu~ - illllnel 

schreit aen.iv , 10, oder P.nn Hen.ix ,10 Apoc.vi, ~ ausdruckllch 

von gestor benen Seelen ges.-e t ist, dass sit! sch rden und zum ::im-

:ael kla.5 en , so schl i ess.:n wir, dass die ruah bE: r d.Ubten Seden 

no ch bis .zu ein.:m gewissen Gr<0de fungir..:n. Tie r Tod bedeutet 

# 6 2. las r,eben nach dem Tode , p . ?. 
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also nich~ das vollige Aufhoren der Seinsweiee, eon~ern iet •h•r .. 
mit einer O!:lnmacht zu v e rgleichen , in die ma.n vor plotzli chem 

Schr ecken , oder vor :fattigkeit fu.llen kann (1 ~1. / x,5; 1\ld.~, -17; ~am. xxx,1 2.) T)enn auch i n der Ohnma.cht v e rlaeet zwar die 
"' 

" rua.h nen iJenschen (i'bide1n) , ab'"' r das -r,eben i et nich1; ganzlich 

erloschen , sondern nur auf ein Jlini1num rdduzirt•. (#63) Con­

cerning the death of t he "nepheeh" ~elitzsch 8 cJ.Y8, •It ie true 

o r the soul i n tt certa in sense t h ... t it dies. I t dies, tio far ae 

1 t was wont to central! ze in 1 teel r the natur al powers of the 

body, and to pervade t 'he oze; ane o f t he body with it e own epiri t.-

likc life. It doe s not di e , eo far a s it i s o! t~e spirit; but 

1 t dies, so far as 1 t has 'heco .1tl of t he 'bo dy . I t e l if'e that hae 

em.mated 1'roin tile spirit endur es ; bu t its life that is immanent 

in the body , peri s.loie s -vith t !lc body it~elf". (# 6-*) Or dinc11'i-

ly , how .. ver, this differentiation between t.be "neph.;s!l " and the 

"ruclh" is not ~ade, and wi t h t h e entrance of death into the body 

t":le soul, be it either the "nepheeh" or the "ruah" vdthdr a.;e. 

There are a. few passar:;es in t J: e o. T. whi ch coinpard t h e death 

of t n .. body to sleep-- t.hough ·,,._ ur .. not to infer from t h is that 

the O.T . reg~rds t h e soul i~ d e~t~ as asle~p--w~i ch may pe rhaps 

be re g ... rded as tr:..i.ces of the ear l y Semi tic concep1.ions t.h ttt con­

ceived of 1.he absence o f t he soul as pro i:ucti ve of sle...:p , tr...nce , 
s ·oon, .: tc. ( ~f. Ps.xiii,lt; .Ter. r, i , 3~ 1 5 ?; Job xiv , l:i.; vii,21; 

Gcn . x!..vi i, 30 ; ~~u t . x..'OCi ,1 5 . ) 

ft6~ . '.T'as T,eben nach dcm Tone, p . ;j f . 

# 6 •· Bi b . Pey. P. 69. 
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Among the i:i:eb r e•.vs we !'ind r. r.a.t t."1.e dearl were disposed of in 

threo ways, vi z . burial, enfbal.ning ...nd our ning . The first o! 

these ''d.B by fr...r t!le most gentral ...nd approved of p r acti ce; t.he 
s econd N~ prob~bly nev~r a colllluon pr actice ar.iong t he q ebrews, 

a nd according to Wilkins on Hu s an EgypL i a.n pract.i c~ which t!llJ 

J e,,·s !ollo\ved. (# 6 5) (er. Oen. L , 2 1 26 . ) But ev en in t hese two 

ca.see, of \'lhicb mention is made , racob and Joseph are regarded 

.s l &YPtians. 2 Chron.xvl 1 l~ cannot be strictly classed ~s an 

a ct of e mh ,d:uing . Th e thir d meth o d 1 t h at. or burning , Ya s re­

se rved ...J.:nost entir.:ly :ror cri:ninul s , and only once is mention 

made of honor~ble bumif'lg , cf.l Sam.:xxx1 ,12 . or 'this more below. 

:Suri o.1 Rcg"'r ded as '-'ecessarz c:1.11d ~ssent.1 :U.. 

The 'buri ..1. of ~::ie de<4'1 body \\'as r eg:>l"ded b . • t h e rems as neo-

eesa.ry c1.nd h ig!'.ly desi r u.bl e, 'N!'lile tile lack or ourial was con-

sider ed one of t ile g r ea."t.est mi !>for tune s t h at. could bet'~ l a man, 

as well ~s a 't.erriole rlisgr ~ce. (Cf. Ps. Lx..xix,2, 3 ; Ez . xxix, 5 ; 

jer. xxxvi 1 30; vit , 33; xxv,3~i xxli , l ~ , wnere ~~~ bur i al o:r a n 

as !" i s equiv ;;.le n: to no b u r ial at all ; xvi,16; xv i, ,.- 5; ix , 22 ; 

v111,1; Isai.xi v, 19- 20 ; r.ev. T,xvi, 2 ... ) V!i cke11 monar cll s ar e r e­

fuse d burial and t.he right to repose i n t he s epulch res of t.!1 e ir 

f athers. Thus .r ezeb el i s r e"'u se" ·r.iu r io.l by El ia.'1"" ( ~ T<i.ix, 10. 

Cf • .tleo l ·:1.xiv,llj xvi, ~.) Still we find t. !J ... t Jeh u woul d not 

deny :o~r the r i &i:J t o f b ·1r ial , and ord.irs t!iu l. s !le b e interred. 

(2 ~i.ix , 3 •• ) Bu t her bones r annot all b~ found 3.l'ld so the 

cur e e: of Elisha is ful fi lled. F\ul er s sometime s r efuse burial 'to 

t.o tneir enemies • Thus ~avid rctuses buri a l t o t ne sone o! 

Riinmon I the slayi::r s or I ah- bo eneth . ( 2 Sam. iv' 1 2) Ci'/ 66 ) Crimi­

niLls , who onUncirily ar e den i e il huri u.l (2 Sam.xxi , 9 f . ) might. 

even recuiv~ i t. uccoqiing 1.0 the l>euteronomic wri Lcr . (neut . xx!, 

22 f. Cf. Josh.vii, 2-i- 26.) Even Lhe t1eadliest c:nemie s of I s r a­

el migh1. be given bu r ial (Ezek. xxxi .x ,12.) The very poore~t peo­

ple , who possessed no hurial- groun ~ of th~ir own ~nd who could 

not buy one , also r eceive ~uri al 1 even t hough i t wus only i n 

t he pot ter ' s field ( Deut . xxvi , ?~ j 2 ~i . xx11i , 6 . ) Tb - r e also t h e 

# 5. Anc. Eg:rpt , Vol. ii, J,1. 287. #66 . .T.:remi ae call s atten-
~ion t o ci strikin~ly s i milar c~se .her~ Assur b..ni po.1 denies p r op­
er hur i ...l to his enemy llabu- bel- Zi kre. Leben n o.ch dc:m Tode,p. 57. 
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criminals wer e buried (Ieai. T.iii 1 9) as wae cl.so the prophet U­

riah, f'lllo~ing h i e executic-n ( Jer • .xxvi, Z3 . ) Every bone. demand­

ed burial (Ezek.xxxix,15.) A man wno ila<i been h...ngec' mu s t re­

cci ve buri c1.l t ho; s....me d..,.y (-eu t .xx1, 2J.) f,ik6wisEo, a.ftcr the 

:.ld.JlGine of t.ll .. f i Ve i{ini;s , .rosh ua huries t h e:n i n 'i.b .. c ave (Jos. 
( () 7) 

x , 2?. ) Lat e r on t he buri al of r el atives , f riends and even strang-

e r s came to be r ee.ar ded c.e a supr eme duty ( ~ ~am.xxi,1 4. Cp. 

Tob. i, 2 . ) Job con.plains <.:1i...t ev en ti1e wicked arc :p .:n ni tted 

honorabl e hurial (xxi 1 32. ) 

From all thi s \'t<l le 1>.rn t!l~t buriLI. w ... s r eg&.rcied as most essen­

tial, d.nd i t s lack most c!e:plor ablc:. c:1arles explains i t as :fol­

lovrs: "This h orror of b dns unburied c o.nno t 'b<; ~xplaineo a s in 

t!le Gr eek .. nd Roman r ..li t;ions , .vh~rc i t i nvolved t h e: penalty o:f 

non- af!missior1 t o - adee; for according t o -::eh rt:w vi e w!! all without. 

excep . ion desc e!lde d i nto ~eol. It .nay b e expl..J.ne d on t m:. 

g r ounds : (l) In et4Tlier t i 1aes no eu.crif i ce coul d ce of~ered to 

tae dead unless t:i e~r had re ceiver: l-u r i al. ~acr1 t'1 ces were o:f:fer-

ed at t ::e c.r ::.v 1.. ; for t..~e g rave was in some measure the Temple i n 

Ancestor Worship. (2) The soul \1as con ~e1ved as connect ea wit~ 

t he hody even aft e r death. vence ever y outra~e to t~e nead body 

~ue al so ...n ou trttge t o t h t departed soul. Thi s vi ew ap:pew-s a s 

l at e <i.s Job • time , xiv , 22" . (~68) 

r,: 6 ?. "The •• .nxie ty fo r a hasty burial",saye Scn>•c..lly ( 'l) ... s J,eb 111 

nae~ dem Tode , p . 50 f . ) "is u su.:.lly ex:plain un by t~c fact that 

t ile corpsd , as unclean , will !Dt:Llce i\ie l t..nd unclean. ( Tleuc . xxi, 

2,,.) 'fere thls true, howevei· , the mecm s employc:o to p r event 

this , vi z . speedy buriW., wo:i.ld no i .mswer t~e ~c:ud , ~or L~e 

g r ... ves 1ar u likewise L:.nr:l e1.11 ( u.xi:>:.,l fi .) ;'ut uh is uncleanl iness 

is no t to be avoided. One c ..n only tcL-< c: prec ~utions not to como 

into contu.ct with t h e spirit s . It 1va s perhi.p~ !'or t!lis re ... son 

tha t in l ut t:r- timl::s t h ... y used to covur t.!1e i;r c..ve s vli th litne •s u<tl~ 

lJaaser Sheni V1 l i Mt . xxiii 1 2 ?; f;hequalim i , l". 

#68. Escha~ . p. ~ • 
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Desecr a tion of the ~raves of the ,ead. 

Not only was the l ac!< of burial considered a terri ble mie­

fo r lune , but l i kelVise the de s ecr i.. t.ion of the g raves of' the dead.. 

( 2 1\1 . JOdii,16; re r . viii 11 .) The rea son f'o r 'this W!a.8 , no doubt, 

as Charles ha B pointed out (#69) that indigni t i es offered to t he 

cor pses of t he de~d we re keenly felt ~Y the departed sha des • 

.Teremias f i nds a close resemblance to t.h is i n the acti on of King 

~anherib in connection \7i t :-i t!tt: unforti;nate !Jeroev.chbaladC&n t.h e 

c ones of whose ances~ors he exhurned out of their mausoleums. (#~ 

Burial in the Ji.alnily Hr a.ve. 

;'Jl.i l e t.ne lack of p roper buri c.l 'Ras considered tl1e c r owni ng 

misfort,.;.ne that could come upon t he de ad, i t was not tbe only 

mist'or .. une t!lt.t they could ..:xpe r i t nce . Even w!J.en t h e. corpse re-

ceivec b .. rial , unless it wi:.s p roperly buried in t h e f~'Uily sep­

ulcl:.rc , it su:!'ferec great d i ssri..ce a.Tld i ndi £;n ity (1 lCi.xiii 1 .G2; 

ii , 10; xi..,· , 13. ) Pur i <il els c.wilert: t n an i n t l1 e 5r~.ve of r.~e an­

cestors w~s ever loo<e d upon wit~ di sf av or , an~ cert .~ nly we ma.y 

e ... sil ·underst and t hat buri .l.l in til~ "kivre b 1n a i ha- am" , t "ie 

.:!rc..ves ot t:ie co1m1on people, along wi t !l t h e poor a"ld t h e crimi­

nal , had so~e degree of d1s~r~ce ~tt~che~ to it. ~o..ilure to r e­

ceive p roper 1nterwe nt with one• s o.nces to r s was looked upon a s 

.t sort of post:humous pu!1isl::nent, a m..nii"estation o~ di vine '.l.'l-

ger . Thus t he man of God is compelled to forego t h e honor ot' 

sleepi n g i n t he buryi n g place o ~ h is ancestor s because he han 

d isobe yed the cowmand of t.he " ,ord, and only finds a e r ave a n d 

OUTia.l be Cc1.USe Of t! l t: [ T d.Ci OUSness 0~ t~e prophe t I W°1.0 shares 

:hi s own g rave with h im (1 1(1.xiii , a f'. ) Those WhOa\ the r.prd 

wishes to di sh onor he does not pen:d t to bu hurit:d i n t h e tombs 

of t hei r ~~thers (Ezek. xxviii , 10; xxxii, ?~ . ) :3ur ioJ. in the: 

sepulchres o~ lting s •us a ffo r ded to ruler s , except i n cases where 

they had incurred di vine wr a'th, as ~1as the case with .Teh oram and 

.To a sh ( 2 Chr. x.x1 v, 25 ; .x.x1 1 20. ) Pa.shur , wh o had al so aroused 

God ' s wr ath, lost the p r i vile3 e o~ bu r ial i n the grave of l:.i s 

fa.the r e and \Vas condemn ed to die and r e c eive burial in a str ange 

land ( .Ter . xx , 6 . Cf. also xx11 1 1 2.) We a r e lik e wise l ed to 'be-

#69 Es chat . p. 3 2. 

# 70 . T,eben n c1.ch dem Tode , p . 55 . 
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Ueve by t he writ 1::r of ';(ings that A.'llon and ~aeeeh, who were 

buried in t h e sepu l c.ltre in t h e 'Jarden of Uzzah, did not man 

t he privilege of' b einG buri1::d in t h e sepul chre of ~ings bec ause 

ot t.heir sins ( 2 T-'.:i. x:xi , 2$.,1 6.) 

It wus ever considt:rt:d t':e r.io ot f i tting end tor an individu-

'1.1 to be gather e r to his f aihers , and s o , inde ed , we !'ind t h at 

the Scri~tues r arely omit t o make men t ion of the fact that pat­

riarch , judge or k ing ·.vas "ga ther ed t o his fathers • , or •laid 

h i 1lsel1' -.11th h i s f at.hers" , or that "he came i nto th e gr ave of 

h is fathe rs ", or "th e g rave of h is fat~t:r and ~other•. (Gen. 

x.Lix, 33; xxv, n , 17; :xxxv, 29; NU . xxvii,13; xxxi , 2j xx , 24 ,26; Deut. 

xxxii, 50; 2 Chr. x:x:xi v, 28 ; 2 Ki . n ii, 30j Gen. xv, 15 ; Jud.11,10; 

2 Sam.xvii , 2~ i xxi , l~; l ~1 . xiii 1 22; 2 ~am. xix , 38.) Jacob and 

.Toseph both r equest that their bones b e i nt.erred wi th t he bones 

o:f t heir fcithe r s. ( Oen. Y.T,v11, ~0; t , 1 3 , 25 ; Rx. xiii,19; Cf . also 

Jo s.x::dv,3 ~ ; 2 ~am.ii , 3 :.- ; xix , 3 ' ; iv,12; xxi,13; "{eh.ii, 5 ; .Judith 

xvi, ;._;) ; Tob.iv , 3 , -*i xiv,10,l Gj l !jac. xiii , ::-5.) P urhap s t.he best 

known of the f ...utd.ly s epulchres mentioned i n t h e O. T. is t nat of 

ua cpelah , in which wer1:: buri dd ~ar<lh , ( Gen. :xxiii,19) Abra.~a~,( OEn. 

:v:xv ,9) Isaac , Reb ecca , T,eah1 ( Gen. xLi x , :31 ) and .Tacob ( Oen. r. ,1 ;;.) 

The f 8.lllil y cr<lve of ro s eph wu.s l oc ut c:d a t i;hech em ( .Jos. xxiv1 32.) 

The possession of a f amily gra v e could fal l n a turally only t.o 

those individuals t hat owneti t b eir ovm ground, the: !Joor 1 a s wa s 

eslewiler e explaineo , b einc; .huried i n t h1:. coi.u.1on liur:•i ng i:;:r ound. 

Orii;i nally 1 no doubt , t h e f c.Jnily e-ra ve or s epulchr e was loca ted 

in t he h ou se or i n the immedi ate vi cinity. T!lue bo th .roab and 

Samuel w~re buri er1 i n t h eir own ?louses (1 T•i . 11 , 3'* i l ~a.m.xxv ,l; 

xxvii1 1 3 ) a s were also Uana sseh and Amon (vide supra). Rohde 

tells us t h at tbe ancien t. r:re e:'<io likewise bur i t d t h ei r de ::.d in 

their !. ou s es (7;' 71) ... nd .Tastr ow tells of a simi l d.r p r a ctice in 

a n <'ien t -q.il)yl on (# 72. ) ; r. ~. P. Rmtth is of t~e opini on that the 

practice of buryine t he de aa i n t \.ie house o f t '1e living ori g i nat­

ed out or " t h e desire of t he f b.IJ1ily t o have the s piri t. of the 

anc e stor d.S p r o t ector of t h e h ouse". (r, 73) 

7." 71. Psyche , Vol.1,p . :::se. If 72. P.el. o: "Oaby. and Assyr. 
p . 599. -:: 73. Rel. of Israel , p. 29 . 
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11.'ha;.ever other :notiv e .~y h ... ve oper-ted, buri al within t h e houee 

in the case of tile poor m<4:' well have c.ori ginated out o~ the pro~ 

sure of economi c necessity , since the poor man, Who owned on1.y 

h is 11 ttle patrimony , c ould har dly <At'ford to 1n y an extra plo~ 

of ground for a buryinc place. 

Be t h e r eason for burial in t~c house wh at it may , w~ have 

yet to discover the :purpose of burial in t he f .i:nily grave , and 

v1hy such t;re ii.t i .uport...nce was attached thereto. Certainly, the 

practice of burying one with his ance s ~ors r ested on some ground 

more potent than mere sentiment . It may , p crhap~, have been , ae 

Karper sugeests, that •they ident ifi ed , to a certain extent, the 

grave wi th tne ·:orld o!' spirits, so tl:at only t h ose hurled t o­

gether could -ssoci at.e with each o :.her, while t h e unl)uried , as 

w1 t h t h e nroeks imd t ?le Romans , wer e considered to wande r as 

res~less spiri ts with no fixed anode• . (# 74) Tha t the unburied 

J.ead wander a hout as restless spirits wi 1.h no fixed abode Charles 

does no t adl1ut, since , according to hi~, everyone with out exoep-

I tion enters Sheol (vide supra). "But h1.- can find no f ault with 

the hypothesis t hat burial in t h e f amil y grave was a n attempt to 

bring a.bout a co ll!auni ty of intt:rests a.~ong t he departed spirits, 

!or he h i mself says , •rn the ea r l i est time s t h is society (of the 

spiri ts of t!le departed) wn.s conceived t o exi st e i the1· in the 

fa.mi l v grave or in ite i mmediate nei ghiJorhood•. (ff- ?5) Schwally 

i s o't' the same opinion. "3urial i n t !le f <s.!nily grave•, ht! says , 

• can hc..ve but one object, i.e. to introduce a comauni~y among 

t h e ancestors. This co1mnun1ty can have me anine only if t:ie dead 

live. The continued ~-xistence of t he dead is not onl y a n ·'Poth­

esis of burial, but also of burial in t he f~'llily zrave . JI.lat as 

in the l and of t h e living no individual exists for hi :nself, eo 

i t woul d be a n unhec..rd o:' h orror t.o deny t h e s au1e t iling to the 

futurl:) life• . (.; ?6 ) Certainly, wt: c.,.nnot doubt t h .J.t t h e custom 

of burying the dead with their ancestors must ori e-inally h ave 

r ested upon such a concep tion, wltlch v.-111 !'inf f'Urther corrobo­

ration v.-hen we coine to the discussion of t 'he origin and the ri se 

o f t !le i de <~ of Sheol. 

# 7-.. 
# 76. 

Alnos and Hosea, I . r. . r.. p . ,O t. 
"'as T.ehen nach dcm To de 1 p . 5 7. 

# 75 . Eschat. p. :v . 
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ntsposdl of the ~ad by Eurning. 

Embalming, a s ~ have .,.lr e<idy re~rked , was never :;. general .....,..6.. 

of disposing of the dead a.:iont; the :tebrewit. This pr actice ie 

peculi ar to E.;;ypt, cmd i s not to be found in either 3aby1on1a or 

Assyria. Cr ??) The infrequent mention of t ne pr~ctice in the 

O.T. ma,y , t h erefore , be attributec t o Egyptian in!luence entire­

ly. 

Burning also , t hough nore frequen~ly enoounted in the O. T. 

h istory , is l i :<e,·ri se a pr ac-;ice which seldom gai ned grea\. favo r 

or popularity. (W: 7B) Eurninf w~s almost entirely restricted to 

criminals, and ~as consi dered a di s g race , as wer~ stoninc and 

~ ... ngi n&• ( C!'. tev.xx , 1-9 ; :x:xi ,9. ) It is even doubtfUl whether 

the law of burning, ~s a death penalty , was ever fUlly enforced, 

for even as 1 ate as t he Tannai tic times we fine t he Sebrewe em­

ploying !"'llbte r:ru.;e s i n cases of crilllinals w~o were condemned by 

t he law to de at.h by burning. ( C~. ~an.11 , 2. ) 

The f act seems to be that t h ere was a well defined feeling 

of opposi tion to t h e b:..r nins, o:f the body whether dead or alive. 

It will be remarked, purhaps, that in l ~a.m.xxxi , 11-13 , we 

l:l .. ve a well- authcmticated ci4Se of nurnin&, for ,, . ._ "r e told that 

aft.:r r ecoveri ne; t h e bodies of ~au a nd hi s sons f ro.1J1 t he 1'".iil -

i s tines, t he inhal'iitants of r abe sh- Oili w: burn t !lem. T!ld.t l.!li s 

procef durt wa s unusual no one who is f a1nilia1· with o. T. ili story 

will ~eny. lt could, a ~ course , hQve taken pl ace only under 

pressure of t he e reatest necessity. Bennett ventures t he opin­

ion that this w~s done to prevent the bodies from falling i nto 

r.he ha.nds of the Philistines. (7} 79) \Vm. R. Rmith is of t '.'le s ame 

opinion. "S~ul' s body", he s ays, •was burned possioly to save ~ 

it from t he ri sk of exhu~~tion hy t ~e P'tll i sti nes ••• • • (# BO) 

# 77. Cf. Jas trowf Rel. ~eliefs, p. 3u ~; F.el . of ~ahy. and Assyr. 
p. 596. # 78. n ancient ~reece t he opposite Wu S t !'te c ase. 
At one time cremation w""s t he rule, c.s it W i:iS believec t.h-4l.. the 
soul wa.s t. llUS definitely :fre 1..d f rom t he body and thui sitth ef'lthvi ng 
~errl r eli eved from t~e fear of the r eturn or t~c sp ~ o_ e 
de ad to tor~nt t h em. er. Rohd e , ~syche , ~?l · ~ · pp. 2G8 ff . In 
3abrloni a. , however , accorrUfng :r to t ras.tr~:i ·~~ ~~b~ w~~ ~~~~~~ 
buried, never cr emated. C • . .,.s ro~ , • - • 
p . 595 f . 
71 79. Cf. An. Tleatn. , Hast • . Encyc . P.el . and Eth. 
,.~so. Rel. of t he ~em. p. 353, note 3. 
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Thie view, ho wever , seems hardly. r easonable , since the Phil1e­

tinee had alre~dy had t he boc ies in their posseesion and had 

subje cted t hem to all the indignities possible, haTing r emoTed 

the a r mor and cut off t h e h<>ads and exposed t h e bodies to t!'le 

public view upon t.he walls of t.heir city (l ~am.xxx1~9-10. ) It. 

is hig."ily i mprobable t hat , aft <r n~ving vent ed t h eir spleen t o 

~4 •• c{ to this exten t , the Philistines would still seek to dis~ the 

bodies aftur thei r in t.=nnent. But even so, wh&t was to p r eTent 

them, if th1:~1 so clesired, from exhumi ng th.e bones, which, we are 

t old (v.13) were buri ed un~er t he sacred tamari ek at J abesbV 

~ But i f the bones were buri ed, how t hen could t.~e bonies have 

been burnt? It is p oesi'ble that t ile o odi i:s were only partially 

-; t.. l>urnt , so that t.he n ones remo.ined intact , the l att er t h en l)eing 

.... ouri i::d. Tht:re is, h owever , so f1.1r as \7\l c an lea n1 , nothing in 

the O.T. t o j ustify tllls conjecture. A partial ourning may or 

may not have t aken p l ace , but a compl etu burnine could not have 

t aken place in &.ny case, and t he !'act t.hat 1 Ghr on. :x , 12 o:ni ts 

any mention of burning, \1hile Jo sephus et.ates t h ai; . 'lie 'bo liies 

~ere buried woul rl seem to vur ify u s in t h.i s opinion. (~81) 

";ut can t h e s o.me t hine; be s a i d in r egar d to AMO S vi,10 , Where 

i t. is said of t h ose t hat died of the plaeue that •one's uncle ,.illlllllllllll 

even h is burn .:r ( i ~ ; ~ r> ) shall take him up t.o b ri r.g out. t.!le ~ 

b ody froin h is h ouse". Vlm. R. Stai t h believes t°llat this can he un­

derstood hy comparin g it with J,ev. :r.x,l~; XA-i,9 and Al!los 11,1, 

"and remem'b uring t.hat p l arue was a special mark of rli vine WTc.th 

( 2 ~am.xxiv) 
1 

s o t r.at its vi l'!tims miEh t well bt: r~garded as in­

tensely ta'boo" . (# f>2) Here too , we roust diffe r wit'1 ~:ni t.'1 1 be­

caus e , as !!arp1:r so conclusivel y poi n ts out, "th e r eference is 

not. • ••• to t he burning of the 'body , hu t to t h e burninc of spices 

i n ~onor of tbe dead". (F F-3) Cf. J er. xx.xi v , 5 1 and especially 

2 Chr.xvi , l~ a nd JOCi 1 19 b . 

f,81. Anti q . VI, xiv,s. #F.2. Mel . of t h e SEm. p . 353 , note 3 . 

,;183. Amos ::..nd -iosea , I . c. r:. p .15-*• 
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There is found another r eference t o burning, namely, ~oa.v11, 

25 f., where we are told that tor his sin Achan suffered both 

stoning and burning. But the langUage is odd. We read, •All Ie­

rael stoned ~ with stones e.nd 'burned ~ 1t'1 th f'ire (and again) 

and stoned ~with stones, and they raised over~ a great 

heap of' stones ••• ," (#84) There is a very strong indication here 

t hat Achan was not burnt at all (the burning and i;he second ston­

ing having been inserted or added by a scrioe or lat ~r redactor 

out of' excess of religious (?) zeal) for we read that •they rai• 

ed over him a great heap of stones•, t hus showing t hat h e could 

not have oeen burnt. We know too that the erection of a heap of 

stones was t he acoompani!n6nt of burial and not burning (Cf. 2 

Sam.xvi1i 1 17.) 

It is t hus hi ghly p robable t hat t h e actual burning of t he 

bodies~ or, at least, of t he bones, wa s seldom, if ever, prac­

t iced by t h e Hebrews in Biblical :imes. Even the b ;rning of 

children to the God J.!:oloch, which practice i _s so vigorously de­

nounced ( 2 Ki.xxiii 1 10; Jer.:xxxii,35; r.ev.xv1i1 1 21; :xx,21 3 1 4) 1 

and 'llhich undoubtedly da tes back to t h e early primi tive pr actice 

of sacrificing the first-born, came l a ter on to be merely a sym­

bolic practice in which the Child was merely passed through the 

flame, as the ph rase • u;"-!l .,'':1Y1' •would signUy. (# 85) 
,, T , •,: !" 

#8~. Schwally remarks ( ~as ~eben nach dem Tode 1 p.24) that 
9 otham• may rerer to t h e possessions Of tchan which at hi~ 
dea th were bur ed1 a rere~ence to a pr~c 1ce.'Wh1ch1 he believes, 
was common in ancient times. The same conclusion, he t hinks, 
may be drawn from t he phrase •with all that appertaineth unto 
them•, (lfti.xv1 1 30). We 'believe, however, that this is ~a.r-fetehel.-

# 85. Concerning this phrase, uorgenstem sa,ys, (Paper, ~nee 
of the Paschal T,amb~ that lit.erally it would eeem •to indicate 
t aat t he sacrifice was not actually consumed in fire, but was 
iuerely made t o pass through, pre8Ulllably unharmed. In other 
words, the act o-£ sacrifice was merely symbolized rather than 
a ctually f'Ulfilled. But numerous references to the actual burn­
ing prove conclusively t hat the children were aotua.lly burned. 
The phrase • 611" !! ., ' :I If•" • can theref'ore at best be merel:y 

a euph~ud.stic expression !or sacrifice by burning. At t he ealllll 
tir11e t he lite-ral basis of the expression can be readily discern­
ed in the conception that these f irstborn children and the first... 
lings were not actually destroyed; they inerely passed through 
t he f ire, where the bodie s were consumed, but the soul and the 
lif e cont inued unharmed, to live again i n t h e next off8Pr1ng. 
At a considerably l a ter period, when actual child-sacrifice had 
long since been completely outgrown, the expression • ,,:S.~P 
CV ~ .::J " came to be 11 terall y int erpre i;ed, as a quick leaping or 
pas~ing through the fire. Undoubtedly, the almost universal 
concep~ion of fire as a means of purification contributed Dlllch 
i;o this l atest practice. Thus Theodoret (~est. ~7 in reg.) re­
lates that once a yea r it was customary to erect pyres in the 
streets, t hrough which men and boys sprang, while little ahllcl­
ren were carried through l )y their mothers. 'l'h1e was f'or the aaka 
Of puriticati~i~ractioee are reported by Proooplue or 
Gaza, and by~ecent·travillers." 



With wha t h orror t ::Us practice of burnine; -i;iJ.e body, and es­

pecially the bones , w:.s vie1ved, may h e? gathered from Amos ii ,1, 

whe.·e the prophet curses :Moab wi t n inevi t <1.ble doom "because ho 

bu rned t h e bones of t he kin e of Edo~n into lime". Concerning 

this passage ~chw..lly re:na.r<s , • Th& abomination of this procood­

in& is to be seen in t:'le f ac:t t "iat :£.ccordinf' to !)revail i n g: be­

liefs of t.he t i me t.l!rri'ble conseq11ences ·•:ould ensue as regarded 

t ile life of v~e individual in ;~ades •••• A de,;.d pt:rson 1·dt'.":J.out a 

{T ave W!.45 lilce a livinc man with ou t. a !louse ". {# 8 6 ) To our mind, 

ho~ever, Schwally seems t o have !4isse d t~e point. If wc: co!llpare 

this pasaaee with 2TC1.xx111 , lfl 1 we are at once i mpre ssed. with 

t.!i.e fact that there was ;; zr ec.t r espect sh owed for the bones or 

the de a<l. Only i n t :'le case o~ t.he 1 c'<ed ~as t'lii s respect for 

t ac bonds lackinz . ( ~f. 2 Ki.xxi ii,16 ; Ps.Lxxix,2-3 ; Ezek.xxix, 

5 ; Jer. ix, 22; xvi,~; xvi, u ; xxii , 19; xxv , 33; 2 ~1.ix,10; Is.xiv, 

19- 20. ) It will be noted that i n every one of .heee p 4s s ages 

c i ted tho thre :o.t of non- nuri a1 iB mac1.e as a punishment; fo r the 

s1 ::1s of t.he individual . The t errible t!".in~ , !lo\1 ev~r, is no;; so 

mu ch t h1: l a.c'< o f burial, \i1li c!l ;;o ;.!l e "°e b r ew :nind ·A"as ban enou~h , 

but t h.: fact that the n on es mig."'lt. he sclitt. e re-5 an(1 r1eetroyed. 

T11is ;1 .. s t !le g reat calamity w'tlc."1 Weil" at-.vays untlers;;ood io be 

the concoini t unt of non- hur ial, ant\ i t was for t.'h i s r eason an (1 

thi s r euson only , tilat the l a ck of buri <sl took o n such ~wi"~l 

consequ tmce s in t~e i r ni nds. l:e underst and nor: 1hy it wae ne-

cess tt.ry .hat every bon.: rc:cei•e huri al (Eze·c . ~ix, 1 5 ) . It was 

o ecause of t ne be l i ef in t he resurre c t io~ o f t~e boriy and the 

r ein ea rn ... ti on of t.ile soul i n th -. ne w body w:U. c:-t "th e primitive 

f1emi tea must '..-lave held. T,one aft ~ rRarri , in ~i bl i cal times , the 

beli e f htt.d v unished , or left only fain l. traces , bu t t h e h orror 

o~ non- burial re1a,;.ined. The basis for our ussu.:ip tion t:tat the 

primitive Semites entert tt. ined such a theory of r eincarn ... t ion of 

t;h e soul ;vill be f'.l rn1 shelf in a l a ter p ar ::i.sr~:;;.:::i. 

Burial Customs. 

There still rem...in s.aver..l r:ustot:lS conn ccted -.·Ii t h the disp os-

al of t h e dead ·vhich it :nay ~e nell to mention he re . One of 

i.hese i s the closins of 1.he eyes of th e dean , rnentionvd i n Ge11. 

#86 . i:i.,.s T,e'bi?n nc.cil de;11 To de , p . ~9 . 
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xLv1, 4. (#87) Althoue;h no mention is made i n t~e o. T. of t he 

pr a ct ice o! closine t~e ~outh of the dead , t her e i s no doubt 

t~t lhe pr~cticc was observed , as inention of i t is t'ound in the 

~shna. (#88) "These pr actices• , says schwally, •could ha~• 

no othe r purpose exce~t to mc:..ke the appear ance of ihe de ad a a 

much W3 pos s i ble l ike that o~ t he living , 1. e. a s or people a­

sleep•. (# 89) Men t ion is also inade of ki s si ng the dead (Oen.L, 

1.) Wheth er tills w .. s pr ompted by filial love and r espect or by 

so1ae other motive we ar e un11hle •.o s ay. ( cf. 1 Ki . xix,IB> Kos. 

:xiii, 2.) The N. T. fre~u ently spe..UCs of was.!l.ing the corpse and 

b i ndi ne i t i n u linen cloth ( :&: . xv, ~6 ; xvi,l) , bu t upon these 

su~ jects t~e O. T. i s silent . The appear..nce of samuel , however, 

when h.: w.is sw:unoned h:,• c-a.ul (1 <:!Wll.XXVi ii) woul d incli ne us to 

t he opi ni on that the dean w~re ouri~d in the gannents t hey wor e 

~ when a.l ive. ( Cf. Isai . xiv; :Ezek. )0:)(11 , 1?. ) A:ft.t;r t h e: ;,od:r was 

·. 

prepar~d 1'or in tenaent, its final re s ting placo w ... s fil l ed wi th 

spi ces and va rious peri'U.mes ( 2 Chr.xvi ,1~; JOd,19. er. al so 

John :xix,~Oj ~t .:xxvii, 59; ~~. xxiii,5J .) Schwally is of the opin­

i on that s pices and a r or:u;.ti cs have frequently the char acter of 
an off eri ng to t he dea d (Jer.xxxiv , 5, whe r d t he burning r eferred 

to i s t hat of spi ces.) (# 90) Only one ftl.intion 1 s mo.de in the o. 
T. of t he use of t he cof~i n, and that i s i n the case of Joseph 

whose r emai ns "1e re pl aced in t h e "a ron" ( 'Jen. r;, 26 .) But t hls , 

like embdll'Ding , may ~ave b een ~n Ee;ypt i an pr~ctice . The O.T. ~ 

does, however, make ment i on of the •mit tc.h " (bi er) upon whi ch~ 

t he de~d wer e placed ..ind carri ~d t o the e r ave ( 2 ~U.111. i ii , 31. 

Ct. al so Lk. v11. ,l ~ .) Bur ial on -t!le s cl.lne dc.y , or wit"·1i n t wenty­

f'our !lours , was ne cessar y i n palestine on .tccount of the ex• gen-

cies of t he climate . This pr olJa'l)ly expl ain s Why tile O. T. de­

mands the hurial of criminals on t~e ddy they .ire put to death. 

# 8 7. Classical exa.iaple s of this p r act ice i n Gr eece ar e found in 
Borner , Ilia.d , xi,453 ; Od.xi, 4 ~6 ; xxiv, 296; Eur i p. Phoen. 1451 f.; 
He e . 430; Vir g . Aan.ix,4.A7. Cf. also JUb. 23 beg.) 
#88. Sbab. 23 , 5 ; Ebe l r~bbati I par . 2. Cf . al so John i x ,4~.) 
#89. !>as !,eb en na.c:i dem Tode, y. 8 . 
#90. I bi d. p . 24. Cf . also Isai. xx:x1v1 5; Jos. Anti q. XVII ,viii, 
3 . J eremias tells u s that f r o:a th~ a.ncie'lt Bahylonian i nscrip­
t ions io_~!le concl usion of •The .... e scan.t of Ishtar• .. we l e;,:.rn 
that dr 1r..,,.- ofrer1nc s w..:r e b r ought to t.he manes or i.he dead, and 
t ha.t. t ile de ... tn- bed wa s provi ded ;rlt!i spi ces. Cf . Leben nach dem 
Tode, p . 52 f. 



Uourning Customs . 

Ther e i s still another claas of customs which i t were well 

not to c·u t , t he mournin=: cuetoms ot ancient I srael, for an in­

vesti gation ot these ~Y disclose eorae interestinc f acts t hat 

will throw SOl!le a ddi tiomu light upon the -:re'brew conce:Ption ot 

the soul . The explanation of t he origin o! mourn!~~ custoa s iu 

no ea sy matter, and it is hazMdous to at tempt to f i nd a Bingl fl 

explanation fo r all of t h em. 1.iost schol a r s asr ee, however, t h11t 

we a r e not to suppose that all rnour ni ne ruet o111s are 'baeed upon 

sentiment, i f , indeed, any of t hem wc:r e so hi;..sed ori{!inally. 

Schwal ly off ers a t heory t ilat most 1nournin~ customs a r ose out of 

a de ep r espe c t for the pO\Y.?r "f t ~e tiean . ~e s ays, "A r everence 

is shown t o the de ad, such as t 'i-\ e l i ving neve r receive", a fac:t. 

t!i.a.t can only h e explained when we unde r stand "that t he deceaued 

is no t de ~d like a block or a stone, 'but t~oue~ dea~ is still 

p os sessed of a certain l ife. 1'\lt not only t his. This l i fe m11et 

'be thought p ow..-.: rfUl enoue;h , in t he o_r,,i nion o! t h e survivor s, •Iii-

t he r to h el !> o r t o ha.no taem". (# 91) Anothe r writ i:: r says , 

"Bi t berto no p eople has been iaet with which does not bel i eve in4' 
t;ie existe'lce and t he survival of human souls, which doe s not . 

a.dlui t the possibility of thei r intervention in t:ie affairs oi' 

toe living , and whlcb rloes not seek t o enter into rel ations with 

t :1em hy pr ocesses wh ich are everyW'.:lere clea r ly analoc;ous--ei ·cher 

hy offe r ing ~ o t :1em .:myt°llin£ of v.'h i c~1 t he ;,· Wt: r e f nd during 

thei r life- time , or by applying to t h e?tt t !ie .:n.: t~lods r esorted to 

by sorce ry in order t o avert or t o cont r ol super~ur.ian !)OW~r~ ". 

(71'92) Char les believe s also that t n e primit ive !'tourni ng use(ges 

in ysr a el "indi cate reverenr.e i'o r tile liead and t~e confessiC>n of 

dependence upon t "tem•. (/.: 93) .Frazer quotes nume rous instances 

of th1 s fear of t he de 9.d amonc primi tive peoples . (# 94) •tl:Je 

Uarrinyeri" (an Austr~lian tri be ) he s ays , "indul ge in extrav-

agant de monstrat ions of grief at the deatn o! t~eir ~insfol<s ••• 

Yet wr. Taplin was pursu~ed ' t ltat !ea r h a s more t o do wit!i most 

of these exh i b itions than eriet• • . It i s this !'bet, that t.he 

de bd continue t o exe r t an i nfluence over t h e lives of the living , 

\Yhi ch undoubt edly forms the bas i s for many of t h e mourning ri tes 

of the ancient sraeli~es. 
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The manifestation s of gri e f in the event of de a th take on 

various fonns i n the o. T. (#96 ) Th!i: r e i s t~ e p r actice of tear -

~ne one r s gar:nent ( 2 Sam.i,11- 12; 111,27 f; 'Ezra i x , 3 ; 2 TU . v,8; 

job 1, 20); puttine earth upon tne head ( 2 Sam.1 , 2) ; sprinkl i ng 

ashes upon tne haad ( 2 Sam.xiii,18 ; Est.iv , l); girding onesel f 

i n sackcloth (Ezek . v11,18j 2 C!a,m.iii , 31; La"ll.11 ,10; 1 T{i . xx,31-

32; xxi , 27; Isai . i11 , 2~i xv,3; x :v11,12; .Toel 1, 8 ; J"er.vi ,26; iv, 

B; xLi v., 3); placi ng it upon t~e loins ( Gen. xxxvii,34; knos vi11, 

1 0 1 J er. xLvi1i ,3 ?j Ieai . XY, 2 i 1 ~1. xx , 31); putting off t b e s hoes 

(2 C!am. xv , 30; Ezek . xxiv,17); cutt1 ne off the h air or shaving t he 

head {Job i,20j Isai . xxl.1 11 2; Jer. xvi , 6 j k~os viii,10; Mic.1,16; 

Ezek.vii , 1 ~; :x:xvi1 , 3l); and ca8'ting i t to the br ound {Jer.vli, 

29) i cuttine; off t h e b eur d ( Jer .xJ,1 1 5) i bot:-:i t h e h~ir a "!'ld the 

b eard (Isa i • .r.v , 2- 3 ; Jer. x1"11i 1 3 7j Ezr a ix , S); malci :ia; oneself 

bald between t'.:le eyes ( Deut. ~·iv,l-2); making cut t i ne s in the 

fleBil (Deut . xiv,l ; Lev. xix , 28; l ~i . xvi11,2Bi Jer. A-vi,6; xLi , 5); 

coveri ng t.he heud ( 2 sam.xv, 30; Est.vi , 12; Jer .x1v, 3 )j maki na a 

:runen.l fec:..st (Hos. i x, -ii ::. C!aJ.11. iii , 35; Jer. xvi, 7) i f;..sti nG (1 

S&..m. xxx1,13) j beati ng the br east (Ieai.xxxii,1 2) ; sitting i n as1!­

e e (Ezek. xxv11,3l; Job i i, 8 ; Jon. i i i,6 ); si t ting on t h e g r ound 

(!..a.m. ii,10); l y i ng on t h e g r o1uid ( 2 Swn. xii,16 ; xiii , 31); cover­

i nc t ne lip (Ezek . xx1v,t7; lac.ii i , ?; Lev.xiii,~~); giving one 

t~e cup o~ cons olation ~or fathe r o r .!lot1ler {Je r . xvi , ?) ; put ting 

r opes upon t h e be ad (1 Ki . xx, 31- ~ 2); weepinc and waiting for t~e 

dead ( 2 C!a.lU. 111 ,31- 3Jj Eze..'<.xxvii , 31; Jer. x vi , 5- '7) ; si tting 

silent upon t~e Gr ound (Job i , 20; Ezra ix,3); mourni~e for a 

p~riod of seven days (1 Sam..xxxi, 13; 1 t::hr. x , l c ; Oen. L , 10; Judith 

xv1 , 24; Sira xxii,12); for t h irty nays (Nu. xx,29; r.eut. xxxiv, 8) ; 

• I for four days (Ju. r.i ,40) ; a widow ·vear s mour ni nz gar.llent e (Gen. 

xxxv11i,4 j JUdith x, 3 )j a ::a~<!eb a is e rected !or t:~e dead {!Jen. 

xxxv, 20; 2 f;am.xviii , lA); pl~g t h e hand on t h e head (2 sam. 

x111 , 18f; Jer . 11 , 3 7). 

#96 . Cf . Schwally , nas T,el)en nach dem Tode ' p . 9 rr. i ~arles , 
Esch.at . pp. 28-31; Benn~tt , Art . !leath and the Disposal o! the 

De ad, !!a.st. Encyc. Rel . and Et h . 
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r,:rn AFTER DEA'l'R • 

Total Exdnction or t!le personality Unkn«) :m in the o. T. 

Unlike t!ie 3uddhietic i de a. o! ~Urvana,, an i de a or the total 

extincti on or abso rpti on i nto tne divine spirit or all t he •oUle 

o! tile dead, _ the ?reb r ew concep.:i on of li:re after death_ is baaed 

upon t ile C.octrine that some part of the ;personality ie 1nde e­

truct i ble and continues i ts existence a pe.rt from the body Which 

is sub ject to cor ruption and de cr.i.y. In connection with the 

5ebr ev1s ' views of li!e after death ~vidson re;1ar '< s , "• •• thi e is 

certain, that there was a beli ef in t h e conti nu ed exi stence of 

the person. T1eata pu t s an end to t !ie e:x:i stence of no person•. 

(-# 97) N0\7h ::r es i n .,;1 e o. 7. i s t h e tot..J. extinction o .. t h e pe r­

sonal.1 t y indic ated (unl ess pe rhaps , it. 1.s i mpl i e;d i n t !le thre at. 

Of "carat!!. " , whi c h is doubLt'Ul. er. Gen. xvii,14• Lev. vii,20,21, 

23 , 2 7; Nu. ix, l ~j e t c .) The doctrine o~ the cont inuation o~ the 

existence o .. tile p ersonality (it was n c11er r e:rerrer. to as " soul " 

or "s p i rit" i n ':heol) "•as no t only a cor:rnon ~e!.itl t i c o eli er , bu t 

nd.~ also ent.ert..in~c by the ~:YP <.ians , the ':':1 i =icse and t h e Indo-

:Eur opem p eople. Th e fact t.!lat it was so wide- spr e ... d ·.voul d in­

dicate its bT at a ge, and po:. :it s t o ... p ri roitive ori gin. In thls 

conn~ction rea.s t ro•R po ints out till:l.t , "Man, i n t !te c<trli .:r stagee 

of his development, is unable to conceive of l i fe , once 'Je ;r<l?l , 

..-s co1:Un,s to c1.n en d • • • The l'\011bt cnmes ~.t a l .tt er st c..ge o~ m1mtal 

development ". (# 9n ) I t wa.s tills belie !' ~hat, despi L e: t ?-te di s-

so luti on o f tile boC.y , t h e persona.11 t y c:O!ltinued t o exis t wa.ich 

g-o.ve rise ; o the conception of a l i:fe after deata in Sheol . 

Tile Ori ~in of t ile Ide~ of 8\eol . 

"In all probabili t7" , s .. ys Charlc:s , " ~neol was ori c,i:ially con­

ce ive d as cl combi:iat.ion o~ t !le gr a ves 1of the cl an or n ... :.io!l , utd 

a.s thus i t.s ~i :i....l ~r-<r'e. In riui: cours u t !ii s con cepti~ "Kc.S natu-

r cl.lly exten~e ~ t ill i t emhr ace d ~~e departe~ o~ all n a t i ons, 

;,.n C. t!lus b ecame tile :fi n a l a.node of a.ll ma n.!cinc , goo i and h a.; a­

li"<e" . (#99) :9uria1 i n t!le f a.mily ~?"ave: , we: nave no t e d anove, 

# 9 7. The Ttieol. o~ :. ~ o. T. p . ~2~; . ; 9 8 . P.el . =eliets of 

s~hy. c.Ild Assyr. p. 351. 

Das T,eb e n ncicil rleJ:J To ce, vP• '59- <: 3 . The e:.y ·.:ologi cal de rivation 

of "Sheol" iE still unc e rtciin. So;:ie ·/\"ould der ive it troo ~ ~VI 
to "'sk , .and he nce a pl ~ce o:f inquiry i n connection "Ri t.h the 
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proce eded from the des ire of r.he departe d t o continue their ex-

i s tence after bodily death in the company of their a ncestor s, 

thut i s, wnon~ their own kins100n. Sheol was the pl ace wh~re th• 

depc;.rt ed could enjoy such a coinmuni ty of i nt tlres ts. I f the de­

parted sp irit or s hude wa s to enjoy a k ind of cont i~ued existence 
it W c4 6 to hie interest to see to i t that h is l ife i n the next 

world be a s p l easant and as co.llfOrt. a.ble as hu could make i t . I -

so l ation t'rora ine clan or the t ri be wc.1.s one o-" t hu grea test 
nd s ! ortunes ot' the living. Accordi ne to p rimi tive logic the i -

s ol at ion or the departed nrust also b~ viewed as a m1.stortune . 

The::r e:fo r e , since t he wi sh wo.s fat'i.e r to t re t hought , the i dea of 

Sheol , t.h e co mmon r est i nt;-pl ace of t ho departed, was evolved. 

Once the:: i dea o~ a co:nmon r e s ting-place for t.he departad ance11t­

t ors t ook r ool. , i t t ook no grei..t s t re t ch o! t he primi t1 ve i mag-

inution t o concei ve or a camnon a·hode , fi r st , !or t.ht> tri b e , 

t.hen !'or thu nation, and ul t. i m .. tuly for all ma."lk i ne. Schwally 

suegests th c1.t t n e unifi r- .. t i on o! the Israeli t i sil t ri '1e.s i n to a 

peopl e c roui)lt with i t the i de a O f the unif i c .,,t j on Of the dead 

ITilo "could not be neelectee i n this wi dt: r social rel a tion". 

(# 100) Si nce Lhe f11.1ni l y burial- pl dee ·iras inadequ dte f or thi e 

wi der u ni f i c ... t ion anoth1.. r pl uce :i ... d t o bt: p rovided ll'il..: r e all 

~he de~d gener ... tiona could dwell t ogether. Thie p l ace was call ­

ed Sheol . W"nen ... nd ·.~here t h is i dea wi:..s !irst evolved is i mpos­

s i ble t o s~. The strik in& s i milciri 1.y betwe t:n the ~ .. 'brew and 

the Bi...lJyloni ..n- Assyr i QJ'l con cep ti on s o f t.he nether worl d , us J a s­

t row :points ou t. (# 101), would leao us to n t:li 1..ve thut I.he Is­

r ael i ti eh tri i ee broug:it t huee i deas wi t.a ~ncm i n a more or less 

coLiplet.e stat~ o! develop1ue n1. when t:.,~:1 en;;..:r ed Can.tan. To pen­

etrate deeper into t.he ir ori gin would re ~uiri: a study of the re­

l i gi on of ancient ~aPylon dn ri Assyri a . 

p racti ce of consul t ing the dead in necr omancy. Cf. Jas1.row. 

Dillri"'1! , ho1-:ever 1 believes t l;c r oo !. to '-e }; y ~ to he h ollowj 

hence a holl ow pl ace 1 R~lle , hell . Still o:.hers 1roul d der ive 
( 

the wor d from the Aseyri an eu- alu . Thus Deli t zs cb anti J eremias. 

Kaut zs ch s uggests t}J.at t. !Je r oo '.. may bi. "shl •, wbi r,h inclu des the 

notions o~ wide- g~pin~ and de ep- sin.~ing. All t.he st: suggestions , 

how1:v1:r , a re mere conjc.ctu res as the l a ck of unani mi t.y o: opin­

i on amon e the: schol a r s would ~i:stify. F or fur the r suae:estion s 

consult B. n.B. Bi bl i cal Diet. fflOO. Das Leben n ~ch dem Tode , 

p . 59. # 101. P.e l . of ~~by. o.nd As syr . p . 606 ff. 
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I t i s not d i fficult to unders~and that al though the early 

i de as of Sheol an d tile g r a v e: were originally closely related , in 

the course of time they came to desienate two v ery 0ietinct 

things . Th e gr ave contained only thto dead corpse. Li fe was ex­

l.inct . Bu t. i n ~eol the p . rsondl il.y still "9 continued a sort 

of eh .'1.dowy exi stence. Tha dissi .ni l a r i t:r was great and, aa time 

p~ss1.d , c;r ew 1no re anti ruor e so. ·te t +"or a l ong t i me bot.!J i deas 

continued to prev~i l s i de by side, so that while we find i n Xzek. 

xxtli t!1at Sheol is t h e abodE> of all t.ht depar t«:d of the wor ld, 

i n I sai.xv , 9 the dead a r e foun ry in th" g r <ive s or Shc:ol. (Cf. aleo 

5zek. xxxvi1,1 2; Ps. xL i x,12; Ec . xii , 5 ; Tob.iii, 6 . ) 

The Sha.ries. 

We hi.Lv e sever ..11 t i .oe s co.11..0 at tc:nl. i on 1.0 til'" fact t.h&.t \.he 

departt:d a re never r eferre e l.O ,.5 " s piri Ls" or "souls " i n SQ.eol, 

excep t. in Joli :x iv, ~2 whlcn i e lat ... (#102) \\'hat i s t~e r eaeon 

for L!.i s? It ' anno t b e tila t l.'.li s practi ce o~ the O. T. wri ters 

i s a cc idental and wit~out medning. I t poi nts undt:ni a~ly to the 

anci ent beli ef t :i.at t.ba vitcil spiri t , be i t known as "ruah", "!'-• 
phe sh", or "n ' S:HL'llah" , re t"ms to '>od who 1·"-ve it , ·'ri il c the rea­

inue , or \.hat. someth ing '7!J.i r,:~ is lef t , goes t.o Sheol . ( T11e body, 

of cour se, is pldced in t.i:lc groun n, &..nd ultimately r &t" r ns t o 

dust. ) Evidently, the per sonal i ty of man i s co .npose d o: some 

o the r el .. ment. which i:litherto ·'le hc.ve not noi. i ce d. 'I.bat i e the 

n c1.ture of' th.is elerneni wh i ch fna.kes i ts u.hode i n c·1col aft er t h e 

bodi ly deo.th o"" t he man? The o. T. c ives us little or no info~ 

~tion rcc~dinc this su~ject , but i f we we r e to l~'<e u. conjecture 

we: w•,u l c' S<4Y t!::c:..t th.: n.cne "rep'!<>iru" whi ch i s soa1<H i mes ap:plied 

t o ~he i nh ... bi ~ants of Sheol , Lbrowe some l i g.~t upon t :'l.is obscur e 

poin t . The wo r d occ11r s eii;ht t i mes i!l vu s connection. ( Job JOCvi, 

5 ; Isa i . xi v , 90 xxvi, l~; YXVi,1~ 0 Ps.Lxxxvi ii , 11 ; Fr o.ii,1 8; xix, 

18; xxi , 1 6 . ) It always rc~ers to the shades, t h e g..~o sts of the 

de~d. They po&sess only a we ....k exi st~nce, a shadow-y ruflt:ction 

of th~i r form~r l i re . The word is ~1so foun6 in Paooni ci<.LO , i n 

t he T<4bn1 t.h Inscription, c . 500 R. C. "Mayest t~ou h~ve no se ed 

~monu ihe living under t he sun , no r r estine- place with the 

" sh~des•." The wor" is popular l .v de r i vec! "rom ~I' °"" t o be 

we clk , a nd h ence h..18 come to meWl t h e we.,.'< or i.he en:t'eebleti. 

Thls et-naol ogy , howt:v~r, i s ·.mccrt c;.in. (~103) 

t l 0 2. Cf. Chcir les, Eschat. p. -*8 • #103 . $chwally !las 
suggl:lstc16 tn ... t 1.11 ert:l m .. ~, n ._ some cnyruolopical connc:ction wi t h 
t!li; C"'n t ilic ncil':le "Reph ailll", 11t:lUt . ii , ll. 
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Nevertheless, judged from the context in ~ose passages where it 

occurs, its meaning is plain. The •rephaim• a re shades, ehadowy 

beings, or simply, just shadows. Is it possibl e p~rhaps to ident­

i f y thes e shadows or th e und~rworld with the shadow-souls of 

primitive peoples? (#104) The ehadow-soul, wQ know, hel d a 

very i mportant place in the 9olypsychic systems of early man. 

Accord.ing to t hese beli efs every h1;.man being we. a possessed of 

t '.vo or more souls. Thus, according to Toy, •the Fijians, the Al• 

gonkine, the "{'arena recognize two souls; the Malagasy, t he Da• 

homi , and the Ashant i three; t he Congoans, t hree or tour, the 

Chinese t hree, t he Dakotas four, t he Malays (of the peninsula} 

seven•. (# 105 ) These souls have diff erent !unctions and are 

di fferently named. 'i1lus tner e is the vital-soul, 

pl ·e of life; the d.re~soul, which wander~ abro ad when t h e in-

di vi dual is asleep; the shadow-soul, ~ich accompanie~ th e 

vi dual by do.y , etc. etc. Toy remark s thea.t •In r.he hig!ler anci­

ent religions ther e are only more or less obscure indi cations of 

an ea.rlier polypt!!ychi c system". (# 1 06) As an exa.mple w .. have 

tlle distin i:tion made by the Egyptians between r.he soul (bai), the 

shadow (hai bet) and the double (ka) . The Semiti c •nats• and 
8 ruh" ma.y likewise, he suggests, be of s imilar origin. If t ais 

be true are we then not justified in seeking the Semitic or He­

brew equivalent o" the shadow-soul? Et.ymologicall y we mllst ex• 

clude both •ruc.h" and •nephesh• , ae w!!ll as "ti'shamah". •Bepha• 

i m•, however , doubtful as its etyiaology may be, appears to :ru.i­

r ill all the conditions. It may o e ~hat in "rephaim• we have a 

trc1.ce of t:O.e ancient Semi t i c , or perhaps Phoenici&n eyetem of 

polypsychism, not in its original form, but a trace neverthel•s• 

I! our conjecture he correct , then we h ave found what really 

goes to Sheol, na..~ely the shadow, but not the soul proper, 11Uch 

upon t he dis6olu t i on of t he b~dy r eturns to its Maker. Thie 

would expla.in wh:r t he vrriter r of the o. T. never refer to the 

i nhabi tants ot Sheol as •souls• or •spiri t s•. 

# 104. C!. ?r azer, Gold. :Bough. Tylor, prim. CUlt. 

#105. Intro. to the P.ist . of Rel. p.20. 

# 106. I bi d. 
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The conceptions o: Sheol found in t he o . T. do not form a haz-­

moni oue and correlated whole , but are contusing and contradicto-

ry in the extr~me. The i deas which p r evailed in early IBrael 

concernins Sheol ca!:le p~rhaps f rom t h e ranaanites, or f rom the 

~abylonians, and were connected intimately witn ne cromancy. ~or 

tn i s r eason, ther e was f'o r a. long time a f'ter Yahwi sm had ma.de 1 te 

appear ance , a'frea t opposition to ::1e p r evailing beliefs , and an 

a ttempt was made to discourag.-e .he continuance o: these super­

stitious survivals or animism. Si nce , however, n o adequate sub­

sti tute h ... d yet been work ea ou c l.o t'*e t he place of these early 

beliefs great confusion ensued. As Charl e s has poir.ted out , 

"Early Ya.'iwie!:i hl;.d no eschatology of t he individual , and concern­

ed i tself only wi t ;i the e':istence of t 'rie nation. Thus the in­

dividual was lef't to llis hereditary h~at~en b elh:fs , and these 

c an c est h e in verpre t ed as part :md parcel of Ancestor Wors!li p . • 

(f,=107) Th e car~fUl scudent muy succeed, no doubt , in separ a ting 

t b e early a nimistic survival s f r om the l ai; .. r concept ions whi ch 

g?"'.:.C.u al. ly t ook their r l ace . To a l are e extent \.his ~ork 

ready tee n done by Charle s in ~i s •Eschatology ". 

Sh eol is f' requer.t ly concei v .:d o!: as a f'ort ii'i t.d 

te ct ec. by :·:alls , throus-h \'ll· ic!' rarre e ~nd hol te ci g:. tes and doors 

give e.,tr::mce t o t':e "e::... (""'• .,.on. i i , 7; .To°t' :-t"'ii,lE; Isa.1 . 

JCY..xviii , 10; Ps. ix,14; cvii ,18; Job JOOtViii, 1 8 . Cf . also Ps. of 

Sol . xvi , 2; Wis.xvi , 13; Mt.:xvi,18.) It is a pl a ce of dust. (Ct. 

Ps . T.JCii , 16,~0 ; ~an.xii,2; Job vii,21; xvii,16.) It; is a place 

of dense darkness (Job x,21- 22), a plGce of er-~ves (Ezek~ XJC(ii ) , 

c. l and of disorder ( Job x , 22) • It has separ a t e c?ui.mber s ,4'.Je .,. 1!! 
(Pro.vif ,27) , and riivisi ons 11;1 '11~]!(~. X>:.v.11 , 23) . It. con-

t · ,, l d •· .S,~ t/. • •j),. . .Y. (Pro. i x, ln) . ains vc:u. <?y s or ep .. :is i...., 

Sneol is lenown hy a v 1:1.ri t:ty or n C1.mes. A:1ong these • ' • p i t 

is v ery common, al.tohou (j1 it occur s only i n the l ate r literature 

as a synonym fo r ~1eo1 . ( Cf . Ezek. xxvi , 20; xxviii, B; ,r.y.Jd. ,l",16; 

.xxxii,18, 23 ; Lam. iii,5:.'i , 55 ; I sa.1.xi v , 15 , 19; xxxviii , 6; P rov. 1 , ~; 

~:xviii,17; Ps. xxviii,l; cxLiii,7; xxx, 4; L:oocviii,5,7; xL,3; 

x!.ix, 10; xvi , 10; tv , 2,; ciii , 4,11; x:r.vi ii , l ; JOr..x , 10. ) Other 

n-167. Jtscha'C . pp. 19- 20. 
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n ames are: 1•11 ~~/~BA.'T'.WN (P r o. xv,llj xxvii, 20i Job xxrt ,6; 

f'1 ft tJl SRACII.ATB (Isai . --
DO<Viii,l7j Job Y.:Or.iii , :, .. ; Ps. >:vi , 1 0 ; Y.Lix , 10. ); :'7L;,,-·~ A'1l 

~ ... 
E'I'UiliAL :!lOUSI: (r:c. rli , 5) i '" h ~ 'T ''~ _.,. 2A~ A$SEL"t>T,Y :tOU~:E ':;Of, 

1"' r : •· .._ 

ALT~ 'rnE Livrr ( .Too JO::>c, 23.) (# 108) In Pu.Lxxxv111,1~1 :5 the 

realm of t.he de~d is described in ~our "'YTIOnymou ~ tenne: (1) the 

gr a ve , ( :;) Anadc.lon , (3) the T)et._rk Place , !!!ld ( ~) the Land or 
Forgetfulness . 

Very frequently C'beol i s spoken o~ in pcrson1 r i ed ~orm. Thus 

wa r eac. of ~ijL "{ 1 !.. , the h.a.n c' of f\heol , t'!lat C.r aws men t h1 ther 

(iios. nii , 14i ps. T.xxxix,49j Isai.v , 14; :xiv,9. I n I sai . xxviii, 

18 S:'leol i s rep r e sent.ed a :- a p ... rson wi t 'li ,,·"o!ll one i:i&.kes a cove-

nant ; in rsa1.:xi¥,9-ll, a ~ a p e r son who h~s all t he de ad unner 

hi s cont r ol . Again, us ~ ;1unter w~o en .rti5 t h e l i ving (Pe.xviii, 

6 i cxvi, 3) . Someti iat:s Sh.:ol i s r ep r .:se-ntea a~ a .nonste r . In 

Jon. ii , 3 i t i s r epr esent.ed ~s a :nonst er d -c:C. a o.:lly Jf.,1.:": · 1!?" 
:E.lse·.•liler ..... s ... t;rl>edy monster (~ab.ii, 5 ; Isai.v,14; Pro. 1,12; 

xxvi i , 20; xxx,15f.; ~ant . vi ii , o ; Ps. Lix, 1 6.) 

'i'ile cxac-c location o~ ~eol is noi; sta t.ed. It is ("Cn.:: r !illy 

conceiv..: li o f ::..s some-;-;heres in :.:ia 1)ow .. 1 s o~ -c)1 .. e..rth, a p l ace 

i;o whi ch on1: ni:.ist d1:scc::nd to r d ... c.h it, (I:zek. Jarvi , ZO ; XY.Xi , 1 ~; 15, 

10; Lv , 1 6 ; LXJOCViii , 5; cvii, ?3; Y.Yviii , l ; cxtiii, ?; xxx,~; !sai • 

.xiv,19; :xxxviii , 1 6) somewhe res in th e depti'4s o f i.h e e .,.r th (:ru. 

xvi , 30; Is~i.v,l~; Gen. xxxvii , 35; Isai.vii , 11; Lvii , 9; y..iv, 9,11; 

Joh xi , f, .) It i s de ep ~ t!:e founda\.i ons o" t.I:e ::io .mtc.ins (:Teut. 

xxx1i , 2 r.; Jon.ii , 7. ) It. lies benc:: <.t~ ;.h e cttere (Ezek . xxvi, 20; 

Joo xxvi , 5-6.) It is in i.h e u ~most depth s 

xxvi , 20; x:v.xii , l o , 2~; Isaµ. xtiv , 2.> j Ps. T..xii i , 10; c.-o:xi~ , 15. ) 

Life in Sheol , o.s , .. c have <lreudy st.£. tt:d, is c. shadowy repl ica 

of li te on o~rw~. The shades , accordin~ to one r c::p r esentation , 

lt:c..d ... \1e..k , inani .m:. r.e k i ne. of exif't cn r.e, .;-ituour. mundane power 

or s i s;ni f'i cance , (I sai. x iv, 9 ; xxvi , 1 . , 19; Pe.L>O:.xviii , 5) wi t.hout 

occup<1.tion , ( Ee. i;:,10) \'thor e t'.:.e pious a r e unanle to r ender (ri t.-

# 108 . The ct:i ..... C. v; ... r .. c.11 suppose tl t o de scend into ~uol , vlhut:'lur 
th . y a ad re ei 7 E: 6 h ·1rt .l or no·~ · 7:'1-i r: we:: l l!'l?"n ~ror.i <:'lo ·.;ores ~ 
~a_"!Uel to '"'a'•l (1 " o..-n. ;:xvi~ i , 19) "In t•:o nornin~ you a.1'\t your 
' aone rill be \ ll t.11 me• i.e. in S.neol . 

I I 
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u al ) p r aise to Qod , ( Is~i . :lOCCVi ii , 18; Ps. vi , 6 ; Lx:xxvii i , 11) in 

a s a d and ho3Jele s s contliti on C:- ~am.xiv, 14; Isc.1 . xxxviii ,18) , 

wh~re t !::e fiOOd a'ld t ·1e 'had arc: pow.; r l e s s beins with out s~ill o r 

~nergy, a nd doomed t o spen d ete rnit y ( Job xi v , ?-12) , i n impene­

t :-abl"' d...r!cne s s (P s . xLb , GO; LY..xxviii , 13; cxI.iii, 3 ; J ob x, 22; 

x vii , 1 3 f .; r . ...m. iii, 6) , f r o!.1wilc:nce none ... ver r etu rns ( J ob vii , 

~-10), an un=i" ~.eun.ole c o.v e (Ps. LY.Y.:<Vi i i , ·n , Wher e: .:t ernal si­

lence reigns ( .Tob iii , 13- 19) c.nc the i n.'1~bi t.ut 't s sleep fo r ever 

( .re r . Li , 3 9 . ) 

Pu t accordin r, t o so~ o~ the ear lie r a ccounts the shades o f 

t: he dead a r e Endowed with consi di::r abl\.. li fe and power (Ieai . xiv. ) 

T':at t~ey ~os~ess a certain ~ ower !illc influence in the ~f~d.rs 

o f the 1 1 vine wouli! s e em to f oll ow f r om t ile f!lct that Sa;.i.l con-

att empt to deturmine ""Uture \?Vent s (1 c.-a:n.:ocviii , 13 f . r'!°. e.1. SO 

Isa i. vi i i , 19; :DCix, ~) . 

we r e suppose d t o ~osse ss t":.iey were called .JI ' -I i•1'! "k nowins one s" 

(Lev. xi x , 31 ; xx ,6; I sa.i . xix , 3) . Tbe dead a r e ~el i eved to ~e 

fUr thc:r possessed of s uperm..tur<:..1 ?J0\7er , sue~ as ·t .L'l\'H:".-1 'li:nself 

possesee s , and henc e a r e r~ferred t. o as ,;A '1,J ,<i: J:1o!:i rn (1 Fam. 

xxviii , 13). (# 109 ) Upon t!tls oeli ef .,~ ... s 'baseo t e p r actice of 

i ncub.t i on ( Isai . Lxv , ~; per~~ps 1 ~1 . Y.ix , ~ ) . Ano~her i ndication 

s cent1 ent s , :lccor d i n .;: to ~ch\'.'::.l.ly , i s the r -:'er en ct: to F.ac!lael 

la!llen tin:, ~or :1er c:"lildr.:.n i1·· 0 ..r~ c'e::.d ( re r . xxxi , l-5) . (7tll 0 ) 

Ac c or di n c: to l ~a.l!I. xxviii , 1 5 , t}1e dead a r c: at r est Wld pre~cn 

i n c.- , or whl!n , 0!1 r ,.r - occ 11s! ons , t·1e:r r l'.luse t:1~:n.,el ves t o gr ee t 

s o1:ie new- co.::ie r wi Lil ;ntlici.0-..11; 'o:· ~t :i.i s 'l)e co1nine £.S \oe:ilc ( (! • ~n) 
T ., 

~s 'they ( I s~i . ~:iv, 9. ) 

As :ret t~en: <..r e no .:ion.r c i sti ncUone i n S'!" eol , only so cial 

ou 1, proper ri tual h11ri .U. ar e a .ssi -;ne t.i i.O t.!"!e rt!UOte cor!'l ~ rs of 

Sheol (l:zek . :ood. i , l~3 ?; ! s a i. xiv , 2'1 ) . T<:i nr;s J.ll d v:cJriors are 

f, l 09. Cf. Scimally , 'T'as T,ehl'1 nacn de.~ Tode , p . 65; Chul es, Es­

ch"'t . p . ::.:. . F,110 . I bid. p . 68 . ~!'. simil a r i ~eas 2.':'lon r; t h e 

.::r eeks , r.h· r les , r:sc:1G.t . p . -.0 , 'l'lOte. 



c iven 'th ct..oico posi ti ons , .::i a ch surrow1dc1d r y his servante and 
f"ollo\1 ::rs {I s ... i . :r..iv , 9) . Each. pe o, 1 .- h~e a n abode to i t self'. 

Around t ~e D"ave of t~ e c~..1a! o r t he pri nce t he grave of' the 

111ass es .:.r e gat h ered {:Ezek . X7.Yii, l 7- 3 2). According to thi e view 

S:~eol is a va st o ur yin ; pl a ce , de ep i n t~e earta and f'Ul l of' 

g r av es. This confusion in i dce.s c a.1 b e i.. ::.sil:• a c ,.ounted for, M 

w~s poi , t ed OU ! ~~ove. 

"reph ..i;n" , :;-a s t ::.e tllado·~· r t?!"lectir>n o~ : :1cir fo r :ner selves. 

Fr om t!:e ·,..o r~ £ of .:fie or ( Gen. :>=c..xvii , 35 ) "I will go C.o\7!1 i rito the 

g ra v o;: un'to l'J s o"\ . :ou :-ninc ", \'le . Jay infer th..i.t t nc1 a."id.l\e was b e­

li:!ved : o appear in ":.eol i'l c: ." C0!1-'ition :..n V::~ich :i.e l.f't ~~.., 

e:-:pl a.i ned on :: . c .:r ound t :1a t .~1e dea.d i n fL~eol -:;e re bel i eve1 to 

continu~ t heir exist ence i n t he s · .{; ira<>.nner i n -.v~. ic..~ t "le:r l"f't 

t. :~e e ... r t.h. To :i _ve Gone to · .is de :..t r-• .i.t t :"!e h ...nd o~ &. Noman 

:tould me<.1.n to A"bimele ch t hP..t h e must l~•;ar eternal di ec r a ce . ~r­

t h er 1 t~e sh~de of ~&.?JUel (1 ~~ x:xviii , l ,) t .._"ies on : h e ~or~ 

o: an ol d .:;c:..n 'ttr .:.:ppeC. in a ::i:...ntle , suc::t d.S i1e , no -:::n;"r t, wore 

i:l :'1i s life- ~ ime. T:'1e s h at?.es of t "•.e rlep arted, t ":en , w.:re t.:ie 

S!lc:.dO'.V- dUpliC o.'teS Of t e e ll. Vin:- a t t h t! .'!10 ... ent Of t~eir d ..:at!io 

(# 111) Th e passages in l ~i . 11 1 6 , 9 , no doab t , r eflect t~e sa:ne 

i dea s . Accor dingly, we find t hat all t??e f or ts an ? custo.Js of 

s.s w_ hG.ve s .:en i s kno\7n by :1i s !':l.l.ntl e; kin:;; s c:.r e r .:co rnizeC. 0J:J 

t :'lei r t h rones and t :iei r crovm s ; t;,e ll.ncir~UJ!!ci ser are di sti :i­

gui sned ·,.,y t ·1.eir !"ores~ine (:Ezek. :::. :..) ; eac:~ na t ion is r!ic.r iced o'f'f 

f rou t ::e r est ~· it.s in1ividual • res~! c.n1 rusto_ s { :Eze~.:-::od.i}; 

icno:;n r y t!ld r ~·o•inds (Ezek. Y.Y.Xii , <5) i tnose .1:10 :H e d 4'ron grief 

a re re cogniz _fi · • .. t heir featun:s ( r.en.xxxvii , 35) i wn ile t :-i.e 

·i-,. b ride a '1d t :i.: b r i ri <!- .;r oow c1.r 1:: easi ly disiin•.uis!:ied o:: re .. s on 01' 

t '..lc: ir ;·.-ed ..,inc Jr ... y (I sai . !~ri , 10). 

# 111. Tb e ~:.:..ct .!la"& r.h<> shade of ~a:r.ut!l i s vi sibl e only to the 

wi t~'lt is of t ile :'1i ghes t impo ~ ta.nee , f or it snows us ?lo'N closely 

r.ol ... tc: -i w .. r e t he ~a.rl y vie1.s of S2 eol 1.i. t ..l ~ ·1E: pr actices of nee-

r o!li.a.ncy. 



.,. .... 
Tn .. r. the ~hJ.de s were bc:li e v""a- t o t' .. possess 11 e power o:f speecfl 

is c..lso ~o -...e i!'l!' or red , not only t'r om th., account in c:!d.111. (1 SU!ll. 

:io.."Tiii ) but also :'ro.!ll !sai . viii , 19; xix, S ..nd n::ix, ~, When l.hia 

spirits of .. he "'e41 are ss.id to •chirp and mut ter•, a11d tlte TOiloa 

is lotr c:.nd w:1isp - J'inf . 

God ' s PO>\'er i n Sheol . 

Wt: h~ve cil r e ;,.dy noted t!l t: '3i:-"'erence ber.waen the e aly ani­

mistic viewe a..l'lrt t;,c: l c.t.,r prop~t.:tic vie : s r i=garCine Shdol. 'I~e 

:former r.:ec.r d '-fl"' dec.r .. s p osse ssec o~ con idtr Qhl. 1.: l i:fe , knowl­

e.>ce a"'?'* :-o-er, \71".:~ a l 1ve1..:r :in~ -: re~t in ti"_c a--~a.ir e o-r tlte 

living , w~o!ll U!)On u r gine , th ey :iX'e able to ai~ or advise. Ac-• 

corn.inc.: r.o L:.t.e r Y.l.bwistic views , howeTer , the de~I'.! :IJ:.e de"li :d 

a.ny life , power or "<nowledGe o~ ~!le a:f~ai r e of t -'16 livine ( .Tob 

nv, 21 . ) Vtbc;.t 1>roucltt a r out thls r"dic..l chdl'lee? Charles a.o-

serts -~ i t ·.qas t.he lor ec.tl consequ.:n ce thar. v.·as to be eyp1~ ct­

&d fro~e p r opltetic co11Ccption of ~ne c r i=ation of ~~n ... s de­

tc.il eo i~Gen. u .-iii, Wller e in " ~~e C!l:i1'tri ....1 4'onn ii'lt::l ani uc..ted 

by 1.ae sp1r1 t bJf~I r:. 11 V1 "l soul• . In confor-iu t y .11 til t..11 s 

Vit:~I"' t he SOul cleihean) "is t~e resul t. Of' t!i.: indft'el lin,.. Of' tlte 

spir it ( rua!:.) , ?nl j s no independent. existo:<nce of i-;.s own"w 

T~1erc:forc: , w~4.di.e.t: ensues , the spirit ( r..i.,._~) r.;t·ims to C-od 

(Eccl . xii , 7) 9 e .he eoul (ncphes:::i) 1 or .~;:,t which r emains , a 

me r e ne _:-a.tive so·~ethin!_7: , a.11 1"aculcies eusp e"ld"" • goes t o c:'.!!.eol , 

• to led.ci t he r c: a...'1 -bsol ui;el:r col orless c:xi s tence , rt t h out lite , 

power o r t:nowled;e o~ a..'ly <inn. It conti:iuc:s a sort of s:ihsi it­

tence , t?lOU£'.ll i"t canno · ri s:htl~r h e said to e:tlst. Accor ei"l i;:- to . 
t.:'le e .rlier animis"ti c vi ews, spirit c:.nd soul a.r e i -:entical , _t.i. 

leaet, s o t;.r c1.s ·v~ a.re 4J.e to "eter'li:t""- , "t>u .. ~ccordill£ -..o t".'.le 

later vie·:s "th e.; dif!c:rc - ..lilc_ in esi:ena~ , i:i orit;in and in 

~nctio:: " . (tfll :C) 

Thi s r e111ar:caole oevelopn11:mt i s concomi tant ·11til 1.he g ro\ln.h ot 

Yahwism and par allels i;ti c CJ"O'"tinr- powo:r ot 1 :.!r.:h o ve r C::'Jicol . 

In :.!le e .J.Tl' ' o elie!"s ~l\eol "l.'- s Ol.tt;sidc: t'le pow(.r Of y&.l-tW<:h en­

tir ely , out in t he L ... t.-r !. ror :ieti c t c: ..... c!1ine s °i;1.'1,wo:h's po•Nc r i s 

ubiqu itous, in c:::i ... ol .as well ~s e:l sew!J.1:: r e . Thie too mu in n ave 

-i;...kc:n c en-.·1r i.:s, ...n<i t :'l.e conf'Usi::>n res-..Uti !l~ fror.1 i; ~c. -'li"'l~linE 

of i;~ e t.\'o (11;li -f~ ie ..,.c:ry r,rti ... t. . :::or1eti l1;;t ' ot.:1 vie s are 

:."ound , ev.;:-: !.n t~i. s ..iae wr i t c.r . 

1!-ll 2. Escila. t . p . ::1 r. 
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'Ihe old vi ew Stands ou -. f'la1:'1ly i n "Dro.ii,16 0 ".'leOl i s h ere 

rcy n: .. en~c::a d.S bt: l.:1 ou r.s1 rk t 'lt: j·...iri sdl.ct i on or ~-'l·~eh. ~e no 

l oo~er t akes accoUnv O~ ~ ~e individual ~~re ~t:Cd.U Se neat~ l; !;:..{ es 

m ... n out o~ Li s po>R.::r. ~.eol, moreover, ie no t a pluc e o~ pun­

is!u:ient , whlch it l <.t-r oe c a.:ie. T:'le ?Unis~«:n t s pol:en o f' h.:re 

is ;;h <! pr e mature: a.11r · • .mh a.ppy de <\ t li. , ! or au c.11 , 1 t ;-;.,.e nel i.;vQd 

y,· 1.45 tht: r c::trii:.;." ion of .. '\? wic·ced ( ? r o . xxix , l ; ? s.i:x,l a ; x , :::?) , 

while t.he good ·,\ _r .. r u . ..rcec wi:.:1 lons life and p ro speri t y (P e. 

iii ,16 ) . 

the old vie .:s o~ r.od • s !J0771.r le!!ene ss in c::--ieol: !s~. xv.:>;vi ii,1'1; 

-z.. Pro . i , l ; Jon. ii , 5; Ps . T,:o-vi x , .. 9; vi, 6 . '!>tote now r.?lt c!l..ngcd 

att i tude in t h c:: !'ollowin[ p .. s s .... ge s i n w!:i ch ".!oc 1 s pow .. r is con­

cei ved o~ ~s ext1.ndi nc out even ov er e~eol: Jo~ xxvi, c; 1 eccn. 

11, 6 ; Ps. x:xx , .• ; t;;.:d , 20 , cx:xxb: , R; Anos ix , 2; J ot> x , .2 ; 't> !'I. 

r.x:ocviii , 10- llj ,Too xi , E: ; Ps. r.~:xvi , l.' i '">eut. :iocxii , 2£; Joo xiv, 

13; xiv , 21; l ":{1 . xvii , 22; 2 ~i . iv,:n ; xiii , 21 • • 

:·o t e . T:.e s i !llilnr it:r l:e t·,.·e en t '.ae eu.rly !srs..li t i lili clJld t h e an• 

c1c::ot. ,9,.:oylunl.d.l'l conc ..:p t.ions 0 1 Snt:ol woul a i., _ci u s ~o susp c:ct. 

t :'le i!xist. ence o :!' c. -or or pa'1t.i:.eo11 of .:or.s o"" t "1 e un~erworldt 

but no t:- .cc of s'..lC:· .ipp . _rs i "l t. '"~ O. T. 
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We hav e al r eariy noted above t!ie (?Teat i roportmce attached to 

t ·1 e p r oper 'huric.l o~ t"i.e horty , ann t "1 e ca r e o~ .nd ~e s olicitude 

f'or t:'le b ones of .. :..e ne at' . ~re ~r'tl:er co11 jec ture r tnat t his 

care and soli c i tucie could netokcn hut on.., -~~i ng , viz. the earl,y 

La e soul. 1rhat t '1i s w_s actu!:Lll:r t ile case, 1.e. t ::tcJ.t it •.va.s be-

lieven t !l _t t:i.a bones of t~e chL:.d wo~ rl he reclo'thed wi t."t flesh 

ana r einsr iren wi i::.i -.!! .. divine S!lirii: , is at.t est ed to 'hy Ezeki-

el ' s Visi on of' t.J: e "alle;• of' "'r-• uont.11 , which t hou-" "lot to 'he 

p re suppos e s , :'lo1•ever , ... COU1mon ~<>lief' of' t.he sa .... k ind, t: i t.her 

not n-v~ ~1~red in t~is vi e v o~ 'ho~ily r esurr .. ction, excep t in 

a nc1.<:ionc.l s ... nsc, he o::.uploy s £.. W<>ll - kno 111 conc- cpt1on ~6 ,J...;c .. s 

a ne"'' usi.: o~ i t . The resurr1:ct.: on , or ~-, t: rc::h ... "'ili -._t i on of "th e 

bnrnin ,, 1oi'.t: bo'ias w1:.et:1cr ne .. ~ or J.livo. l:.v..::n cr;.!.lin...J.s , '...s 

.. e :i ... ve seen , N<-T<- 1' - r . .ii.t1. ,. t :.:rL..l .. or ti~ r ..... son. \\'i:. c ...n 

Ach .;.n ~nr ('au l were burndd , anc why A!.1os Pinr s t. 11.e b 1rni:'l t. of' 

t.he bonc: s of" t.he "in;- o' i:-t!o.!l so u t t.crly .,.nor.U.!1 ·•"1 ..: . 0·1ly L"•1J: 

~n si rtncci heyond m.:asur e against 

t :-i., 1 a-.1s o'!' a llJil4n1 cy , deE1:1r ve ;.::i i s l:Verl .... stin· p;.iniS:-:.ment. Thus 

vie f inr" fre~ ·.-nt ;.;irc: ... i;s o.P r rni"l{" o'" t.'1e 'bom:s , ofte:i , inrte1:d, 

o!' dead sinn·-rs . ( ~ '<i. :e<i ii , l .i ; l"":i. . x iii , .:') . I t m.;y'be .hat · 

.just b . cauet: t:"te i dea. w .. s so t"•i.lly unn.:rstoo.o Ni,. so p reval ent 

in 1:1.ac.1.cn1. I sr·. l ~ :i .... c so 11 1. c.la 1 5 sa.l r.i conccrnl.:'lF; i t i n t.:io; 

O. 'l' . ? u t c:Ve:'l so, t r .::.ces o"' i t i: r op ou1. i'11:re an " there , wiiich 

utfor t! v eri "'i c;;.ti on f or t!l i s ~, ·11Jo t-., .:sis. One such i ns't a"lce is 



.. 

!>r. v au!man 1fo"'ller '17dS tht. :first t o alive.ne e t he ".ypo t hesia 

th~t ~has p roh i bition point~ t o ~ beli ef in a subsequ ent re9111"­

r ection o ~ the bor.,y. (# 113 ) Sim11 -.r e>:c>Jl't'Pl es at t h e solicitude 

!'or t'ic hones o f t·~ - de a.~ rn~.r ·rie o!'<Pe r ed. Accorttin .,. t o t ..,. e 'IT0 T. 

none of the h ones o!' .~c: sus v1i.: r e i "l jur .:d, ( .Toil."'! rlx , 33-36 ) . ]'ra.a­

e r shows tnt: pr ... c t i ce t o ....,e rinespre d" il.'.llOn 2 p rillli tive m .... n. (#11~ 

Dr. ~Ohler h~s pointed out stil l ano ther ins t:;i.Itc e o~ t h is prac­

ti ce (7fll5) , t~e a ccou11t i n i h e Test wnent of Abr c.ii!ml, relatin g 

Ab r a.!1 3.Jll • s r cc.:p; i on o-f" t.'le t ·1ne hce.ve nly vi s itors. (# 115) The 

text r ectde, • '.i.'he f l es?t il~vin " b t:en eaten, t he c alf a r o se a g ain 

an il s u ck ed i t s mot?1e r i"l joy•. Asain, (# 117) !'I". teohl.er c i.1.ls 

a ttentio n t o t'?lc r t:f,_r en --e to E zr .. •s ass , t ·1c:: bones of wilich, 

af .. . r a :iunar ed y ear s, ...re r.iclot!!.ce .i t·; "1. e e..'1 an-' i;~t: b o "s r e­

s tor ed t o l i fe . (#11 8) A nW!lbt:r o~ addition~ cs..se s t aken f rom 

Sa:;ll t i c life mi:;ht 01: ci t e n :i.t:re . T, 31le , comJ1en t i :'l.- U 3=0:l the 

peculi a r akikal:- c e re:nony s -.ys , • T:te !)<a·son s_:.._oUld s ey on 

the v i cti m, ' Go d , verily thl~ alcikc-'ii is ... r ..n so.::i for "lY son , 

:;uch-. one ; i ts bl ood fo r r.:. s ~loo c' ~d it~ "1. c s :h. Dor ~ s i"le~ , 

._nci 1 1.s l:>one 1 ) r ·~1 s °l'O"l<> 1 ...n,. 1 .. s s<in 4'0-:- · . i ~ s..:in ..nn ite 

:1....i r ~o r h i i: h ...ir. 0 God o..ke it a n •. "lsO :: ~or :.17 son ~ro .i .h..:11.-

-f" i r .. •. !- "'o!"e oi' ti>e '~1 ... '- ·••·01.il" 'lOt ·~e ~ ?"01';~.,· . (~i t <J ) CU.~ 

ti s e li'tewise de scribts a. f e s tiv.,,_l of t.h" Is?naili y.:'.!l : "Am lieil­

i irtum e;i b t ee allj i.hrli c"l e in ~est, woo ei :nan Gelubde c.u-:,b r i n .::rt . 

:.!an :nuss s i cil nazu was c."'len unr i:-es"t'<leic'er .:..nl e,,.en . ·;an t anzt 

u n e s i n ._ t zu E!:l r cm t<es Wdi, coc'1 dur fen '"'Ur ::iinner •.lnr "lllr auen 

aus dersel ben ...,amilie nit cina.-ide r tanz en. ""as Opfer ~ur den 

Weli mu s s au s einem ~eitllo sen , weni c:-s ;.ens .. in Ja·-:.r W. t e n ~chaf'­

b ock oestc:!1en , dem i;.be r k ein l<:noc::io.:n cehroc!l~n sein darf. • (l;l GO) 

b. s;;i ll .uon: c11 .. r <lc1. .. rietic .-xa...iylt: i s founo l.::l 1.~c Jirn~sn, u.a ' 

aseh ' al Do r 7:a ' asi r i .l\ (# 1 21) Li~ewise one of the s~ori e s col-

r,11;, . e r. Arc.1i v . f . h 1.!l1 : . ,...i11,1 s:s ~. 

Spirits o'f' tne Corn n.n d of trc Wild , ii ,16 9-316 . 

r,116 . Recension A, Vi . edit. 3arn e s , 16S2 , p . 83. 

#115. IOid. 

#11 7. :r. Q.. R 

v • • p . -zl9. T'. l l ij. ?.:o r cm, ~re i i , c:alo , p. :n ' • ..nf note u . 

# 119. Ara"t>ian 711 .... b.ts , i v , p . 2~. 

#121 . Edit. . l-i~r lCr au s , in <!.f"f.10 r en , v i ii , 22. 



l ected by l'ryJn anr.l Socin (# l c2) tells 'llow, a1'tt: r t he :her o had 

been !e~d ~or t~n Y~ars , 11.is 7.1. dely scat t e r er. bones are collect­

ed hy the ~·olves <L"ld sp ri"lkl .. d ·7ita 't.'1e '\\"at e r o<f' life by ~ei:uer, 

t~e : reat bir~ , <.~~~ un~-rs~oor all tn~ secrets of r ~aurrect1on 

.mo e ternal li"'"c: , :in-1 ~·ie 11.ero stoo~ i1p onre nore .... s ""rom a 

slet.!p. i:>r orn t·1e 'llan:f ex ai:ipl.:s coll .:ctea rrr r.r azer (op. cit.) a 

fe,1 :na:r be add·1ced s typic il. ~ays "li'razer , "'ii th s ome eavag ea 

4 sp cici.l re ason fo r respecting t .. ~ bones of ~a.me , ~nd 8en~ ral.ly 

of c.ni?nc.i1s ,.,11icb t.1~ e;r eat, is a beli c:f t~a.t. , if l.:-ie bones a re 

pres -rv~~ , :aey ~~11 in t he cours - o~ time ~e r~ clothed with 

:fles.."-1 , :::..."1-! ~!lUS t e e a nim-1 ·1i l l co1:ie t o l i f e a gain. It is, thelle­

:for e , cle~ly t"or c~e i nter est of t~e ~unl. ~r ~o leave t h e b ones 

i nt.act. , since to destroy t ~i.;m woul c 'be ~o di minish r.he supply of 

{"<;Jilt: . :Jaey o! t!!.e i.:innc.t'in .e In~ians ' believe that t he hone s ot 

t~o se bisons wh i ch t ).ey 1".N- sl....iri a.n o i' ivesr.ea or flesh rise 

... e .. i n clo t.!led wi t!: r e;.ne1'leci :flee:· , an" qui ckened with life , :llld 

l)ecorne t"e.t ...nd "'i t. !'or slau[fr- t1:r -c--ie eucc eedinr JUne' . tf-.nce on 

i.~'le west~rn p r ri es of A"teri ca, t~e s ka l l s of huffc.J.o e s 

seen arr..i.!'lr.:d in circles and s ·'?lr:letricbl ::>il ee , awai t in r- -..ne 

collect t :te bones , s~rape, w~sh and h1lr y r.h~.~ . 'par;;l:r, ..is i~ 

o.., t!::ei r nw"ber !lO dier .. s pecr. w.1s me~t i o tlie sp :Sci es it. sel f , 

c:on~ pr.r <.ly c.lso 4'-ro:a t.n.: ht.li -. f t;,i:.. t -:;~1e h o11 ... s o:' ;;-....cl c.ni 1nc.l will 

rise .. n ri r eyrocuce anoth t. r ' . Anont· l.he Eequ11oaux of "Caf,~in Land 

;;.nd ~ucson ~ay, w:1en a hoy >1as ':illc n his fi r i:t. St: ...l. , !Us mo;;h­

e?" f -th.!rs c.11 t.::.e bo:lc s anr' throws them into a scal- :-tol o:: . They 

t '1ink t hat tl: o::se ·ones ·::ill ho::co?ue s .. :.l!I wili c!t th~ 'bo ' wil l 

CdtC!l i n l .. t. <--r lif e." Li'i<ewi 1:<; t '1e Ind ic..n tri bo::s of t ·1., l01fcr 

:F1· ..... c:.1 Aiv e1· 1 ... .JJ...ln .. r~i<:l..: vf •• tvse UJ. ct. is f J. o!l. 1 p ar1.1cu.la.1·1y 

salr.ion , b.::li _ve t hc. t 11 t ;, ._ !!'ocl:"'··._ e.U..1on must al ·" a;/s b o:: lookec 

.. i .. :. ..: r whlc~1 t !l - 'f'ish ·.:il l r evive Gllln ro::t.urn to i ti: c~e-r· in <. he 

we E:~ " . A ~ain ?rc.zer rem:.. r k s (itl ~3), "lile '1:...ve al. r o:: o.C7 seen tha.l. 

~1~3. Op. cit . p. r5; r. 



some runt: r ... .::es beli \.v t. in ·., r os'.lrrection of .1en !.S ·.o;-c:ll u.~ o~ 

hec.sts, and i t is qui .. 1.. natur..U. t.h_t ptoop l v •J:.o toni.er t...in such 

a. b.:li...t' shoul "' t~ic<; c...re of t.!tc "bon-.s o!' t'l\1oi r deo.c in on~tr 

i:. ~ ... i. :h ... ori ~in..l. own-.rs o'f' t11c hones m..y :'1;;.v e t.?l- in to h .,nd a t 

tilt cri t;ic...l mor.ie:n t . t!ence in the ;.:exicc..n terri toriet o~ Guaz­

ac!lalco anc! Yluta, wh re t"1c Inni;....1"ts thou·_-1'1. t:'l ... t t""lc c:e ... ~ woUld 

ri ~e a r u.in , "le hones o"" t "t e -'eparter' .v"'n ; r<e::ioPi tt..4 in hag'•c'.to 

c:.nr: ·~un- on trdtJS 1 .:~ .. t t"-:<.?i r SJJiri t :ui{'..lt not. 1'..: obli-cr! to 

.;n1h in tl.ie er..r t.h. for :'!c.tl a t t'lt r i:surr<: ction . On 1.·1e o ;.hc:r 

r.md, t11<: T,ur) tch<. t!"i bt: O~ r_:ent1 c..l AUS~n:.li a. 9 WltO 1.:G.t t heir t:n­

e!:li.i?S 9 't .Jk1..s s teps 1..0 :>r cvt:n-.. r.•wi r c- o:a.i.n~ to l i 4'"' a :-o:.in , whi ch 

mi -·'lt p rov ., vt:r~· inconve:rlent , by c'es-:royin('.' t !!e h ones Wld e s-

p .. ciully i.:'lt sk:;lls o~ t :!:?c. b o ·'ies on Which t '-tt:y ~ ... ve n;;.nqu e 'te e " . 

Summing up Fr azer s ays, "The objection commonly ~nt1.:rtain 1.:d by 

p riini t ive pe op l t:s ";". O bre~'< t.!'te bon~ of t'.-lc: ~in..l.s r.!ii ch they 

ilave c:att:n or sacrifi c.::d :r:t:l(f h.: bas ed ei :.her on ;:. bel i ef i n the 

r0surrtlctio!l or the ani m<!l.l' , or on a rear of int.imidati n g oi:.her 

cr:..: .... turc:: s o~ t'i .. s 4!1.e sp.;cies and o:N'en<iine; i.he ~1osts of t h e 

slain ani 111W. e." . A:;a.in , "'I\\e pr.: r e~inF r : vit:w of customs ob­

s .: rverl h:J t.'11; s:..n •. -;e fo r v~c conciliation Md :1Ul tipl i r.a";". iOn 

o~ ;..r:i !n""1l' 1;".ic:: t;1.,y ir:.<>:· <4.'ld ":il•l , is f itl...: c to i rnp r uss us 

1. it.1t .. livtl·r ~~:r.s~ o~ tnc unquestiJ!°li n -: fait.h wr ici.l p rl. .ui t i ve 

;.1 ... n r t:p o2 ... :: i n i. t 1t: i. ri:nort <J.i r.y of '-!"le low-r i: r e .. t.uras. 1.!o np­

!le" r " t.o F1F11>1u11e ,. ., ~., a v1 n..., t.oo ci"hirin" • t-:> "'e "t~:-"""~" •"'at 

'oc:c.ets , i"iire ::: o.nd ""is"lcs h ... ve ~ouls li!ce ~ie o·\n , w!lic'l survive 

t!lt: deat.j: o~ tl<!e :i r r odieio anri Cu"' 're: r c::-..orn in o ~her bodies to 

re kill1.. d .. ,;).n d.l'ld eat.c.m ; y . ··.e ·-.unt t:r. 'f?:e vt1olt. s er ies o"" 

cus vO :is rlesi:ri l) «l in tht:: ~oref_:oin .: TJ<AG- S-- CUSt0!~8 vf:li C~ arc:: apt 

1.0 st.ri:<"e t :1o.; civili z.,n r ec..d.-r -!! qi.a.in:. and ahsu r d- - r ests on 

(# 1 2 .. ) One l ..Lst ex""ipl. .;. f.obin-

son rc?ld.h s t. !H.. t at ..it . Sinai tilt: ))odi <! s of ri "' "'d avitk e ~re 1 aid 

vn c.11 il:"vll ~ .. 1.ln0 un1.il ..J.1 vll<- fl o; ::>11 l.lS #dS1..,d _11 ~. '.1.11~ 

tnE<:r ~c P.:1ri .. f "'"or .... i•ou't th r ee ye:>.rs, .<ft er 1:;ni c:; t h e: hones 

ar •. tc.ke~ up , wasile>d anr pl .::.cec'i 1'1 th.: ::rrea t c·rn.rne.l ":.ous 0;. of 

# 12,. ! b i n. p.160. 
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t. lt: conv c.nt. Th.: skul ls a r e Co.st upon1 an i nune>nse heap o-:" skulls , 

whi l e the 1·.:mc..i. ni n l'>on <=S .... re piler nu tly u:-;on o ~her :!lei..ps of 

l e f cones, i:..r m cones , ril'ie , et c . r espE:c t i vt:ly. T~e !'urpose of 

t .'li s co.r ef".l l p resc r va'tion of the 'l:lon .13 c an h t: no o th..: r th.a'l t hat 

of eventual r dsur r dction , iorgen ster n ~e li eve s. Crrl 25 ) 

In con sider"'Lion o! t l\ i s lart'! e lCld.Sts of .,yi d.:nce tht.ro can be 

oi' t 1.t. 'P .!SC'la.1 T,i:i.'tl'h is t.iil.! surviv<:ol oP ~ vet"".! a"lci ent and very 

co1nmon l,r 1mit1 ve pr .. ctice, e. p r act i ce ·1i'1 icr, is t :ie out 11r o·nth o f 

t.h to. beli ef in t'lte r esur re ction of t'le 'body t.."ld i ts co r oll ary , 

the r einca rno.'tion o~ the soul . That 1.hi s bel i ef w ... s ·:-lf. to ap-

pl y to m..:n anc heasts tliki:i is al so 'i.i r.".l;.r :p rohc.nle , •• ~is t!v1-

cencer ry th .. Vi sion of' Ezekiel. Ai'Hin , th1.. .rre c..t. car e w'1iclt 

i s to "e ta1cn of t:·1e r lood ( c..s cont •• i nine- the l ife. or t"1e soul} 

.;i vee ac('e1' s'.lppo r t to 1.'1-1 s t -,,eor :• oj'.' t h e r esur recti on o ' t .,.,e 

::_u..~n i· ody, ~or -.;,nless t hE: s~i ri t , o:r t.1.e soul , o~ t'rie i ndivi d­

u .. 1 i s 1 1'<ewise pre served , r e:su rre ct :ion wol<ltl ce imposs ible, a s 

tnt:: r ..: would be no o.nim~ting s pirit. to r estor e t~e r on.:s to their 

formcir st1i1te. We i':E.ve t "tus a very pote"lt r e:ason why t '-ie bl ood 

o-: ali.a..ls use<' i n sacrifice, as ale.o o: ani•nW. ~ slain i n t '..le 

n'.mt , su c.l c<S t .1e r ..... r t ;:..ni' •.: c: stat; ( nt.ut . :xi i) 111i.y;t ne p our er 

out ui. on t ! ! " . -round , tor ot.herwi s e ( sn oul d t.he bloo~ 't- e .. aten or 

cl .:stroyed) t -:e blood , .md hence i .11:: l i f e , or .:1e soul , woul d 

~:::.ve no oppo rtu~i ty to re tum t.o ;.'-,(: dci t y ~no awai t t ·!~ t i ine of 

r .:surr"c tion. T::-.i s , ~s i::-r aztr nas i..lr •n,c·1 ::ioin ti::a oul. , would be 

c.:;.lc..ruit o\.ls f' or t : o y: r imitive !'emit e r, i'or it woul·ri c eprive ".im 

o: his f\u.ur.: stoc.1<: o: C.."li~l s for Lite. ~1;.int , and s!. n c(; ~c l i ved 

c.. no:nad , pastor..J.. l i t'c , dependent f •Or t.il ~ n o st p.:.r t upon t~e 

p roC.uce of !-.i s ~cep and cat i l e , i t w .. s t.o h is int.cr est to se e 

1..1 -t t .a.: r.wnber o-f' his C.."li mue , bot :~ r o:nesti c anc \,.1.ld, r.u1.ain-

undimi ni sil...:d, and t. .~us secur .. for h i rnsulf c;. st .. bl e food supyly. 

i t t 2lo.t n.:ver, ".lnd .. r any circumstance , 11 .. s t.n e blood uat..:n or 

drUnk , or tne bon1.-s injure t" , t. o thci end t'lat the ....nimal ~i;h t 

o~ ullimc.tel=.' re ~i.o rer- to li!'.:. 

# 1 25 . Rese ..rc~e s i n n co.lesti ne , i , S9 !' .. Yor t he collecti on of 

a ll t n.;se cas es cit,,;.· a'' o-vc I a."'l gre .1.tl:r inde bted to t.::i> k i :1d-
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That t:tis bc;li t:! of t'.!le po s si'ble r e s torati on o f t ne body ·~o 

lif~ aad i t s i nct::pt.1 0!1 in t·~ t: Very c:..,r l i t:s t times !s h eyond 1qU t;9" 

-;;ion , fo r t · 1e o. T. ( t)l_t is t o s.;;:y , at t ..,_ c: vi;. r y hc('inni n s O'f 

l i'1.e r • .ry Qct ivi t y) has alread,.v fo r goiic:n the ori g inal rea son 

f or abst ai n i ng f r o!?! t.~ ... blood, e:-:cept t~n1. it i s t ile s ea t or 

l i fe , o:.nd t ::i-t t::ae .... t i n t.~c:r ... of i s p ro~hi tc:d oy t h e;; dei t y· , 

who will puni s·1 <J.>:.:/ violc.i t.ion . ?ou t t.hc: i nference is al.e<..r , n ever-

theless, 1.:1_t orig i nally t he pro~1i h i ti on o f c:c::.ti n ::.r ':'l\e h l oo ci was 

1'r o1.1ptoii 11·.1 a.n i mar i n ..o.r:'f c:cono:nic nc:cc:ssi ty, ..nc :fU;n .'.-1 ... r t : .J t it 

rlei ty. I t w,,s ..i. :nc.. t t .. r of life a.n<i " t::c.1.;;·--:. , t"<len , ant! one t h.at 

cic:iu ..n r>e -i. t::t> most urz:c:nt c_u1.i on, :!or u!ll<: ss su c'l c c1.u tion "' '" ~ 

sc1-upulousl y obse r vt::d, the r e w_s ::.:;rt::c..t C...t."1-.:r t.h ... t t~e food aup­

p l y woull'\ u l t. i m tel y 'b ..cnme eyJiaustc.o ..nr t :1 ... worl r' nel)opul .ated. 

T"!lis p rc:sentation o f the i , 04 o ~ t~ e soul i n ~~ c O. T. is by 

no m.:a.n& ..o.s co111pl e tc: co 1 t mi -:n. bi: ""or 1 t was t : e origina 'l 1n­

tc:ni.ivn of .t :1e ,;ri t er t o add <:. sccon~ ;> u. r t to .. :tl~ t _"tesis, 

sou l ~ro;:i t'. • .: c:<.Lr l i .: -< t to . :i .. l .. t e !' t ""'i nli co. l ti -n~ s . ~J '"'"oun o , 

llu.d a nti ci p-te i:! , a.nd r c:qui re · a ~c:a.t r e :il r.o ra t i nc; -.nd istady 

t 1..i.n ,:e , .s ..i. le t.o give Lo 1 t. . le tn1i': ts , >ow~ver, ~:1~1~ he: 

wi l l 'he - llu to comple :.e t:1e t . ~:< i n t n .: not di s to.n;. ""u -;;u re. 
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