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I I INTHODOOTION. 

In the eventful. daya of the earlJ' third oentu17 (0,B,) 

there wae born in Jl.daiam, a lite that waa not deetined to 

remodel, along heroio linee, tbe religion it loTed eo well, 

but whioh, neve rtheleee, wae fated to leave the tJ lear and 

indelible stamp at its Tiaion ~4 its originalit;y for later 

generations to behold and admire. Rabbi Simlai, weighed 

in the oenturied balAnoe at histo17, rr11y be but of a liglt 

importance, but hia life pmeents us with a fascinating 

network of motiTes and desires that, more than alb.arm, move 

ua at times to a profound aatonishme11t, 

Before we begin to unraTel the twisted ekeine, let 

ue look at th6 ourtain of his times, agains t \1hi1oh - as a 

baokground - hie figure s ta:lds out in bold relie:f. 

By the ;year 200 (C. }:;, ) the aii in st re am3 of Jewi sh 

history had al.ready forked into two disparate s t ·real!I!, and 

flowed thru two dis tinot - tho fre quently oonneo'ted - channels, 

Palestine and Babylon, And 1n orde r to u.nders tan1d the forces 

in wh ioh our subjeo t moved and l i ved, we must follow the 

windings of each of these two atrearm. 

Pirst, let us o ons1der that whioh W&s ll?aleatine. 

With the suffe r ings of the Radrianio pereeoutio~a reoeeding 

more and more into obli vion, the Jews began to revive, anl 

to manifes t their revival by the o onaummation at the work 

whioh the pe raeoutions md interrupted - the Mialllnah , The 

spirit of bitter mtred for Rome gradually ao:tteined into a 

mutua l unders t nn:t lng , until a genuinely friendly rel.a tionship 
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was attain•4. 

~nder Alexunder Severus (222-235) the Jewe fared 

very well indeed. That kindly Roman waa in fnot so well-disposed 

toward the Jews, tha t we find the Christians oomplaining 

that their religio us relatives liked the Romana better than 

the y did the Chria tians . Alexander himself waa mookingly 

oalled "Aroh,ysynagogOS" - "Leader of the S~agogue." And 

while t be legends ot hie friendliness have undoubtedly been 

exaggerated by paseill! g9ne rations, there oan be no dis-

puting their f.aotual basis. 

It Wtts the friendship of this kindly monaroh that 

enabled the Patriarch Judah II (Judah Neeiah I) to bring to 

his office a greater influenoe than he might otherwise have 

poss essed, and to retain for Palestinian Jewry the authprity 

whioh was so steadily slipping from it s hands . And it wna 

this sympathetio treatment Of our people vmioh led them to 

abolish some (and attempt to nullify many more) of t h e 

laws - passed in earlier and more troublesome years - de

signed to create an impassable gulf between Jew an d Pa gan. 

A Synod, :for exnmple, ha d , (during the f irst rebelli on 

&EJ.linst the Romans when ~oi&l hatre ds were fla ming), for 

bidden the peoole to use oil or f ood made by heathens, 

Thie was intended t o a tress the diff erence and to widen the 

gap be twe en the two.1 'Palestine was not muoh o onc erned with -s uo b a decree f or it worked no hardship en its inhabitants . 

All the oil that waa necessary :for tl! 1r purpos es was produced 

1. Graetz - Vol. II , pp.483, 484. 

'l 
I 



-3-

by their own land s . while G&lilee was even ab le to export 

its surplus . But, with the Hadrianio war. oame a deoided 

ohange. Judaea WEl8 laid waste and its oil plantations razed. 

The r abbinioa l diotum now bad a quite diff erent as pect.The 

people, dependent for their daily u aea cm the oil whioh had 

formerly been produc ed at home. now :found their aouroee of 

supply wither grea tly diminished or completely destroyed. 

Graetz tells ua 2 that the natives frequently disregarded 

the law and us ed the heathen oil, despite the prohibition 

a~inst 1.ta uae. Happily, however. auoh a state of affairs 

was remedied by the away of toleranoe, and a s a better 

relat ions hip was fostered between Roman and Jew, the old -

and narrow - reatr io tion wns repea led.3 Simlai played a 

prominent part in this libera l izing movement , as we s hall 

ha ve oooasion to point out later. It wa s he, indeed, who 

oarried the n!M e of this important decision laid down by 

the Beth Din of Judah Nesiah I, to the d 1.stant oommunities . 

Thia sp irit of understanding between the J ews and 

their oonquerors seemed t o breed an atmosphere of l iberali t y , . " for other reforms were attempted at this time and, even if 

they were not nll achieved, the mere effort bespeaks a 

broadening atti t ude Of mind . 

It i s unfort~ate that Alexande r Severus s hould 

not bl ye been followed. upon his death, by a ruler equally 

&. Ibid, p . 484 . 

3. Unde r J udah Nee iah I - of. J er. Sabbath 3d , Abodah Zar a , 
36a , 37a. 

4 , Graetz, Vol. II - pp.484 , 485. 
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aa wise and tolerant. Hia paaaing marked the beginning of a 

moe t turbulent period; a period whose ver1 Tiolenoe propbe1ie4 

the doom of the mistress of the world. Amro~ am misrule oon• 

tended for the throne, while em99 ror and usurper foll09e4 eaoh 

other with aaas1ng apitity. 5 An4 11 Graet1 do• not aeem to i. 

understand the aTereian whiab the Jf1WI obariahed for the 

Palmyrene State ( eetabl1ahe4 bJ Od\•thua ) it may be pointed 

out as a hietorioal rule t hat wbeneTer anarohy reigne, the 

Je• a utfer. Thua ented what •• for JU4a1am cme of ita 

happiest period.a under the Boman regime. 

The Moond hi etorioal stream - 1n Babylon - •nt 

thru obannela that were ouriouely parallel to the win41nge 

af t he parent stream in Paleqtil'..118. Condi tione in Babylotl had 

been, f o r s ome time, partioularly suited to the development 

of a strong Jewish group. The land waa ~lo h and :tertile, 

offering many opportuni tiee :tor employment whiob the immigrants 

were quiok to eeize.0 The variety of thei.r oooupations and 

the gmerous trea tment b y their rulers tended to the pro

duotion of a keen, Tirile, progressive J'•iah body. Parthian 

and Persian lorda alike ware tolerant and benevolent. 

Sbabur I (242-271) was very friendly witb samuel, 'Ibo wae 

then the head o:t the Academy 1n ?lablrdta • and hie friendehip 

brttd 1n the latter a wholesome reepeot for Pera1an ouatoma. 

The g1·ea t aaea of the people na 1n good o iroumetanoe1 • 

6 - Gae ts. Vol.II - pp.626 ff. 

6 - Ibid, pp.503,604. 
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In the various phases of canmeroe and agriculture, they 

prospe:md ao well that the payment of the poll tax and land 

tax whioh were ass es sed ai them, aawed them no di:tfioulty. 

They t&d their own politioal. ohief {Reeh Galutha, Exilaroh), 

who was an offioer o:t high rank Of the Persian Empire .the ir 

supreme oivil ani criminal judge, with diverse executive 

powers . And while· some of the Exilaraha rtliY have proven both 
, 

arrogant and ignorant, they were• for the moat pa rt, 

genuine leaders of the Babylonian J'ewa. 7 In these pleasant 

conditions , the great aahools, headed by men who had s tudi ed 

in Galillee under Judah I, grew ani flo urished. And a s th ey 

inoreaaed 1n influenae and power , t hey beca me a greater 

memoe to the a uthority which the Palestinian Aoadem1e a ha d 

oome to prize ao highly. For it was thi s autbor 1:t7 whiah, in 

even inaonaequential !!litters, e s t a blis hed them in their 

right to legislate f or all Of J uda i s m. 

The plea aant l ife of t be i r brothers in the dis

tric t on the e as t bank of the Euphrates, offering. a s it 

did . every phys ica l a dvantage , and growing a s it was in 

religious importanoe , attra a.ted many Palestinian Jews , a f ao t 

whiah mns t be kept in mind when we d is c use Simla i' a 

nativity am hab i tat. Great numbers l eft the barr en, and 

sometimes devastated fields of Pales tine where Chris tianity 

was making s teady pr ogrees8and with that hope whioh ha s 

J. Graetz, Vol. II - pp. 507 ff. 

a. Deutsch,p.28. 
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become the he r itage Of our people. went to a eek life 1n a 

more smiling lanJ.. 

But (as had happened in Palestine), the period 

of happy develo ,;>ment was temporarily interrupted when the 

Parthians. who bad held the reigns of government for four 

centuries , were overthrown and the Nao-Persian dynasty was 

es t ablished. 9 After defeating Artabanus IV (211-226}, 

Ardashir, the Nao-Persian leader, f ired with a zeal for t he 

old Persian faith, aii.de the Zand - Avesta once more t he 

religious c ode. The Magi regained their f ormer power a n a. , 

with fanatical. zest, oarried O!.tt tb3 pr escriptioru3 of t he i r 

dual i stic beliefs . Jews an d Chris tian s alike s uffered f r om 

the ir a ttacks . On s ome of ttie Per s i an fe s tivale they we r9 

not even pe rrni tted to have f ires on t heir hearths . With 

the change of r ule, the Jews were dep rived of j urt• a t o tion 

in criminal oa s es and were expelled fro.n p11blic off i ce . 

Grae tz, in ooa of h i s illumina t ing as ides , mentions tha.t 

the only s our ce of c omfort that was left t o J oo banan, in 

Pale s tine,•• that his fellow-Jew s in Bab~lO~l~ c ould bribe 

the Persians (who were poor and thus acc ess ible). But th is 

f'.inUtioa.l wave wns a t empor a ry one an d , a s it loe t it s 

edge , a better s pirit onc e more beca me pre val ent . This new 

t ide of tolerance came under Shabur I, who , a s we have 

already r en:ilrked, was oo intimat e terms with Samuel. It 

stimUla ted anew the e tudy which had for a time fa l len off. 

9. Gra etz , Vol. I I - pp. 523 ff. 

'l 
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a nd wi t h the enooure.gement of t be phys ioally bene jfio i al 

env iron11ent . helped Babylonian Judo i sm to grow to that 

point wher e it oompl etely overshadowed the mother oountry 

i n soc i ul and religious s ignifioanoe. 

But in this period of ohanBing empire•, there was 

another - a religio us kingdom - whioh was beginni.ng to give 

ev1de noe of fu ture power. 10 The Chris tian Church hail enter ed 

u oon a new s tage Of development, a nd its grow th f i.gur e s 

prominentl7 as an important f ac t or in Simlai' s l ife . 

The Bishops of Rome , dra wing m the por1ers whioh 

aoo rue d to them by virtue of their re a idenoe in th• oapi tol 

of the world , g radually created and incorporated th e 

Ca tholic Church . The va rious sects of early Chris tians and 

gnos tios were then either abaorbe<! by this or gan1z ed body 

or deprived - in ciefeat - of all attractive pONers . And 

what beoome the r ec ognized Chrl~ tian Cht...r oh , hav1n1~ begun 

a s a r e vol utiona r y movement, follov1ed the e terna l 1ines 

and 'bEq~an to create a trad i t i on of its own. Whentht;, Bi s hops 

of Rome had gs ined r ooogni ti on a s obief bis hops and popes , 

they b egun to scru.tiniz e the beliefs and t rud itiom1 of the 

Church , and attempted t o give firm foundnt iorua to 1the new 

dogmas wh i ch appeared.And it w1:1 e qui te nnt ur a l that t hey 

s ho uld seek to ~aae their cla ims - pa rt icularly h1 thoae 

things where in t hey differ ed from Jewis h be l ief - c>n 

pas sa ge s or int erpr etat i ons of passages in th e Old Tes

tament. The Churoh heads indulge d in all k inds of a1llegorioal 

10 . I bi d - pp . 499-102 . 
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fantas ies in order to find pr oof for s uoh n ew dogmas 1n the 

Bible.The rati onal f oundation in the Soripturee pf the 

Trinity (whioh had g rown out of the "logo a" and " wTJt n n •" " -" 

ideas) became an a l l - a bs orbing 1ntere st w1 th th em. And 

many of the Ohuroh fa t here set themeel vee t o a serious 

study of Hebrew. the better to be able t o support their 

ola ima , and to harmonize the Old and New Tes taments. 

One s uoh was Or1gen , l'enowned a uthor of the 

Hexapla , who wa a 1;1 re s ident of Pal eetine durl. ng a. long 
11 

pe.riods between 229 and 253 . He was mos t assiduous in 

' hi s effort to bring the original Bible before his confreres. 

and it wa s he - undo u.btedly - who fi gured in s ome of the / 

debates whioh Simlai hel d with those who tried t o refute 

the staunch Jew ish idea l of unity . 

This "Buok t o Sc riptur es" movement nmongst the 

Christi ana , ha d a profound effec t upon Jewis h s t udy. 12 

Si nce the ''Minim , '' as they ur e called, based their arguments 

on the Bible text , they caused a correeponding activity 

in the r bnkS of Judai s m, for the r abbis were forced to 

r efute them in the same way and with the s a me weapons 

whioh they , the Ch1·is tians , used . It wa s a novelt y f or the 

Jewi s h leader s to have the war carried into their own 

territory. For some time the schools had been en~ge d with 

a minute Hala ohio exposition of the M1shnah 1,3 , but, 

11 . Ibid , pp . 488 . 489. 

12 . Weis s , Vol. III - p. 116 . 

15. Graet z , 488 , 489 . 
• 
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faoed with a new or i s is , many of the rabbis turned onoe 

more to an Aga~io interpretation of Sorii-turet. And thia 

effort to refute the Chris tiane' olaim:s resulted in l\ 

period of pronounced Midrns hio activity. Some rabbis, in 

faot, who oooupied themselves exoluaivelywith this branoh 

of s t udy were knowb. a s " "~"",.T tu" " -"R~bbis of 

the Agada." The praotioal need for the ir eervioes caused 

them to flo urish det-i pi te the intell eotuli l value that was 

plo.oed on pJ,.lpQlia.t.ioJJalaoha. Simlai was one of them. ;l 

While Chanina b.Challll, Joohanan b.Naphaoba, Reeh Lakish 

and Jo shuah b.Lev1, in Palestine, am Ra• and samuel, in 

Bab ylon, struggled thru the labyrinthine pa ssa ges of the 

law, he opened his s oul to a finer o ommunion with a 

spiritwil f a ncy. The laws hnve n.os t of them gone, b ut 

~imlai's l ofty interpretations of the principles of l ife , 

retain, even in our present chan ged l i fe, the a uthority 

lent them by their i nnate bea uty . 

Vl ith the picture of h i s times before us, we 

may proceed to scan hi s life and his activities. 
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II• BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
" 

81.alal 
1

' -· th• • on Of • man UM cl Abba. till• 

•bba •uat ••• b"n a •oholar of at le••t aoae repute. :for 

we la•• an illtereatlag eto17 •bout hl• aat1111 s .. uel (wllo 

•• hl11aelf a noted ••trono••r) a queatlon oomernlng tbe 
11 

oalen4ar whloh Ul1 latter •• ana'bl• to anewer. Baohear 

point.a 011t, •lgbtl7, I th1Dt, tllat tb• ••17 tom of hi• 

oon•eraatlon lllpll•• that hi •• t Ila• lad eo• reooplsecl 

etand izg. 
16 

ror he !J'L~'17 n•rt• - when S&a'1el a4•1 '8 

hi• lporame - "If 7ou 4on' t mow tble. there •uat be 

other thinga that 7ou don• t tnow." Whetl»r Sa•uel •• then 

7oung or ol4, lgnomnt or w1••, Slalai'• father oou.ld not 

ha•• •d4re•••4 him tbua unl••• hl• own pot1tion wen •eoure. 

•ooozting to B711&n a paaaage ill Baba Bath:ra 

intor•a • that 81111.ai i,.& a daughter who •a • r 1 iect to 

Tauohwa b.Babbi. but he faila to quote the enot paaea91 •17 

Be brlnga, aa f urt.ber proof, the r .. 41zg in Bp'bera Rabb• 11 :4 -

but it la 4oubt:tul whether Slalai lad ID7 faa117 at •11. 

Partloularl7 •lno•. aa w aball point oat later, tm reading 

ill Bum'ber• Babb• la ••17 litel7 a •i•tata. One who le4 th• 

•hitting life that 8'1•1•1 414, waa not apt to burden 

14. !ra41 t1cmall7 .. ,.!tonw ' "~ .. .., Bl.a •• •7 ha•• been 
aug&tate4 b7 Jlz• 2 :'6 (wbln we retain •• ••cU.q ·~,it). 
o:t. ala o B•ba•lah 7 :'8 ( .. ~,.._) and another :for• 1D 
Gen. 86 :36 ( n ~ ~ ·1! ) • · 

15. Boeh. Baab. 20'b 

16. Baoher, Vol. I .. p. 662. 

17. H7118n, Vol. III. p.urie. 
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hi ... l:t with tam.11 oan a, am tbe o bano•• an tbat Slalal 

11Te4 without ner baTiDI marr1e4. 

jbout Slal.&1'• birthpl.aoe 1ibere 18 a p-ea' 41• 

yersi ty o:t opinion, due to th• 4Szeotl.7 oontradlotorr p•••P• 

in the Bab7loll1.a11 am Paleet1nlan talau4e. Before ftDturing 

an opinion u to whloh le oorreot, let • glam• at eo• of 

the • rJl.Dg tbeaea. 

In tbl P•l•tlnlan talau418 •• find tbat Silll.•1, 

upon ••ting Jomt.ale to tlaoh hi• Aaa4a, i• 1'1l4•11 rebut:te4 

b7 that 1n41Ti4ual, who r tPli•• :• "I ha• a tr&4ition :troa c - -
117 fathere to teaoh '•4a to Mither Babyloniane nor South

•rn•ra , 1o r t he1 ar • ,. 1n ant i por ant. You a re a Saha rd ean 

and 7011 l1Te in 1be SOuth." (L7d4a). TM parallel paeaage 

in the Bab7lon1an talmud oontaine, however, a adioall7 

ditterent etatermnt.19 When Siml&l aata .Tom than80 to 

teaoh h 111 "th• Book Of Genealogi•• •" ( 

Jonathan queetiom him, md Simlai anawere that he o 011ee 

:from L)'dda, but 11T•• 1n Sahardea. Jonathan again repl1ea 

that one teaohe• neitbe r Lyddiane DO!' lahardeana, and ••

peoialJ.7 not Simla1, who oo• • :trom LJdda and 11Tea in 

Iahardea.It oan be aeen thin, that the two atat.e111nta 1n 

re~ rd to S1mla1' a birthplaoe are d 1ametr1oal oppoei tea. 

It 1a oerW.ln 1hat be •• mown 1n both lan4a, but 1D whloh 

•a he born? Herein 11•• the dif:tioult1 that baa eo pussle4 

18. Jer. Pee.-38a 

19. Pea.- 62b 

20. Read " l"J•• ":tor" J·"11 '"• aooordi!ll to Baoher, 
Vol. I, p.60, n.4. 
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Baoher, •hlle be agree• tJat 8lmlAl belonp4 to 

both Pale a tine and Ba'b7lon, ohoo••• to aooept the rea41118 

in the P•l••t1nian !al11u4 ant aotnoW1e489• ••hard .. •• tbe 

plaoe of hia blrth.21 s1111a1, be ahow, amt haw been born 

ln the land where hla father llYe4, mmel7 •allartea. Jaoblr 

de4mea t.he plaoe Of Ab'b•'• dwelling from bla oonftrutlon 
81 

witb Samuel, lhlob n ba•• a1read7 o1te4, lllpl71ng tbat 

•lnoe saauel •a In ••acl• . 1ihe oonYeraatlon a111t haye 

tat.en plao• tbtre. Baober bol•ten up hla arguaent b7 •o.s.na 
that 81mlal 1• referred 1ID aa • ,, .... ~ '"~•w • - "81111•1 

tile IaJd41an"28 •llll • ...."",., ·1&>•'61 " - "81111•1 th• soutb•r-
24 

ner" (1.e. - "the IaJd41•n"). !be•• referenoea, aa19 Baoher, 

proYed tlat he 11••4 In IaJdda, and a1m1 be belonged to both 

oountriea, he 11uat therefore baft been bom ln lahardea. 2& Jlroa 

lahardea • • 1'• 1b 1• author• Slralai • ent to L7dda , •he re he 
16 

attaohed b111•lf •• t bl p •eon.i aenant to the aged .Tarmal, 

and thenoe 1io Qal.11•• where bt pert01'11ecl the aam ••rYio•• 

tor the P•~laroh .Tulab II (Judah -1.ah I)8 '1. Baober'a 

whole line of rea eonill la quit• arbi trarJ". but • a hall 

withhold our 001mMtnta mUl we h•• •et forth the other atti

tud.ea an thia question. 

21 - Baoher, Vol.I, p.662 

22.-Roeh. Baab. 20b 

23. !1194. Zaza 36a 

24. Jer. Abed. zaa '14 

26 - Baoh .. , Vol.I, P.&ea. • ·' 
26 - Baba Bathra -Jll• 

2'1 - Abe4. Zan 87a, 
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Aaron Byman has an altogether different opinian. Siml•i, he 

olaiam, waa the pupil and a enant of Jud.ah •••l•h I, and wu •l•o 

a friend of Judah Bea1ah II. 28 That 81mla1 waa the p•aonal 

aer•nt ot Judah l'eaiah I ia made o laar bJ the paasaet 1n 

Abodah zara29whtn S111la1 ia p1otun4 111 oonYeraation with that 

Judah Bea1ab, whoae Beth D1n permi tte4 1he uae ~f heathen'• 011. 

And it 1a •ll mown that thla P••1••1an •• granted un4er Julah 
250 

Neeiah I.But another JJ&••8• tell• ua that both S1mla1 and 

Judah Neeiah quote Babb1 Joahuah b.LeT1. The Talmud 1a undeoided 

ae to wleths thia 1a so, or mether Simla! and Joshuah b.Levl 

h&Ye both quoted in the name at Jwlah Beaiah. It the firet ver

aion ia t rut it mi. t be Jwlah I ealah II that is meant. I:t the 

aeoond version ia oorreot 1 t muat be Julah Beeiah I,who waa the 

teaoher ot b•th Simlai and Joshuah b.Le'fi. At any mt.e the doubt 

1n the ~or~h ahClfla that Simlai oould be identi:ti e4 in rela

tionship with both Patri&robs. An4, if 1h1s ia true, he must 

lave li Ted in Pale atine from his earl.J youth. In other words, 

he •a born in Lydda. What, then, about hie reaidenoe in 

Babylon ? HJID&.n h• ai eaay explam tion :tor thia; Simlai waa 

sent, 31 be aa~, by Judah Bes iah I (whose attendant he wae), 

to oarry the n•a of the " ,~\&.,., ,n" " (the permiaelon for 

28 - Byman, Vol.III, p. 1160. 

29 - A bod. Zara. 37a. 

30 • Beooroth 36b • ~ · ~·"T " . ,,_...," ,n .. ,,:n 1'T•n• '"'' •• ~ .. .., '"' 

. .,.," ~"'"'" n,.,.. '"' a •wn H'\ " ,.,7\ ~-~ ... .,, ·•~nw •a-. "'~ .. .,,. .. • ." .. "' 

31 - H~, Vol.III - pp. 1160-61. 
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using the 011 cd the h•thena") 1D Bab7lon. The f 1rat olty 

enrou.te waa ?l1a1b1a, 11here Iaaao b.samuel b.llontba heart 

him publiol1 proo1-1m t.he new law, and hurried, •i tb hia 

re port, 1x> Samuel and RaT. 32 

In t.hia oonneotion, H71Dan f inda an adde4 argument. 

The paeeage in Aboclah zaa goea on to state 1bat, while 

samual aooepte 1ihe deoiaion, BaT at :f irat refueea to do ao 

and speaks very alightlngl.7 of "81ml.a1 the I.7ddian," a441ng 

"I Jcnow the LJddlana. TheJ eT&luate t hinge lightl7." Su.oh an 

intimate lcnowlectge muat baTe bem obtained by RaT when he 

atudie4 in P~eetiue. And oerkinly at that time S1ml.a1 must 

have been a WoUD8 man liTing in hia homeland, not 1-Ting yet 

aet 011t :tor Nahardea. ~man 1ben prooeeda to evoke the paa

sage in the Pale atlnian Talm4 53 when BaT and Samu.el hold 

oonverse about the repcrt of Simlai' a announoemant 1n 1'1e1b1s. 

( RaT waa •till in ?lahardea, not h&Ting beoomt, aa 1et, 

head Of the aohool 1:1 Sora ) • Rav,here, aa)'I to Samuel, ~lie 

I waa ~ t then ( i.e., in Paleatine ) , I knew who •a 

ina tigating it. What doe a this Simlai, the Southerner, amount 

to, an~y ?" Simlai be n a gain ia quite pl•inl7 labelled ae 

a LJddian. And, be:tor e drawing hie o onolm iona, the b iog:rapher 

oalle our attention to one more paeeage, 34 1n whioh Simlai 

32 - A boclah Za re 36a. 

33 - Jer. Sabb& th 3d. 

M .. Pea. 62b. 
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1a reported • ha•1ng be en bom 1n L744•, but aa ba•1rw 11••4 

1n labarclea. Be then prooM4• to oonolwl• that 81111.al. born 

1n LJdda, be•me the •ernnt of Judah 1••11b I. !M Patrlaroh 

aent him to 11.albl• to prool.al• ttae " \""'11 .,""" ml fro• 

there, 51111.al went to all b J•l•h oitl•• in Jab7lon -

.-rtioul&rl7 to lahar4ea, •hi.oh ha4 long been the moet promi

nent .T•i•h ••ttla•m. 16 81al•l then retum.4 to P•l•tiDI 
16 

where bt beoa• tbt •nant ot Jannal. (tbt p .. aap 1ll Baba 
87 

Bathra in wh1oh he t1n4a hl• proof, portra111 Jazna1 •• 

apealc111g •err 41.a reapeottuJ.17 to Judah leaiah. Biman o omment• 

that thia muat haYe been Jlllah le11ah II, for Judah BeaS.h I 

waa 1•4er ot Jamal' a whole gemrat1on •D4 oouJ.4 •••r ha Ye 

been thaa ru4el7 actdreaaed). 

We o Olll now to a •till 41fterent opinion from 

thoae alreacl7 •nt1one4; a muoh le•• ortbo4oz op inion 1n 

that lt deniea the pnuineneaa of a Talmud1o paa••81 • Prot-
88 

feaaor Gia•ts •lee• the tollosillg pointa. We know, be •1•. 
that Samuel prided himaelt C111 hi• abilit7 to reolcon the 

39 
oalenclar, am that, 1ndee4, he aent a letter to R. Joohanan 

256 - llJJDlll cla4uo•• from tbe faot that S1111•1 quot.a S•••l 
on the que•tlon of t 1z1zg tbe new moon, that S1al•1 
mm t haYe gone to Babardea, 3amwtl' a m aidenoe, for 
onq at that plaoe ooulcl ha ha•e had oontaot wlt.b him. 
Cf. Pea1lcta 54b; Pea.r. 78• (ohapt. 16). 

86 - llJman, Vol. III, p. 1161. 

57. Ba1- Bathr•. llla 

38 - Konataohrift, Vol. 33, 1884 - pp. 46 ff. 

39 - Roah. Baeh. 20b 
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in whiah he ha4 :t iguncl out the interoolla tlom :tor alzt7 
40 yea m ahead. What 1hen, oan be m•nt by the paaaa91 1D 

Roeh Bashonnah in whioh S1mla1'e father ezpoaea Samuel'• 

ignoranoe T Surely Samuel bad not been 1cll7 boaating\ Suoh 

wae not hie way. )foreoftr, whJ should S1mla1 ( 11 Sa•uel waa 

eo unlearned in theae iattere ) baTe quote4 Samuel on the 

"fery que s tlan 1n whiab hie father bad put Samuel to shame ,,1 

The oonvereation between Samuel and Simlai'a father, aon

oludea Gra•ts, must be apoohr~pball £D4 1n proof of such an 

aeaertian, he otters the f ollc.ing. 

The Pale atiniana, he a he.•, ob je a ted et re nuoua 11 

to any fixing of t be oalenclar by Babylonians, for mah ac

tion depriTed t.be Jabbie Of t m met her 0 ountry Of thei~ 

p093r.( It was thru this action that they ezpreeeed their 

autbority oTer all the diaepora ). S&muel, ae a noted astro

nomer, waa partiou.larl1 :teared and disliked in this reepeot. 

Indeed, the oapture at hie t aughtere ie attributed directly 
42 to t be 1 r :ta the r• a a 1 n 1n r eo lconing the oa le nda r. !hie 

con"ferea tian, ea reported in the Talmud, 1a wholly fictitious 

and waa dlaigned to damage Samuel's influence 111d to mini

mize hie imponame. 

rufthe more, Graetz oontinuea, the oonTeraa tio~ 

40 - 'O...hullin 96b. 

41 - Peaikta Mb. ; Pea.r. 78& (Chap. 16). 

;L 
42 - Jer. Ke~ub. 260. 

\t 
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between Silllai'a tatber am Sam\lel ooul4 r»ftr m'Ye MUil 

plaoe, aim• th9¥ newr oame into oolltaot with •oh other. 

Por while Silllal. (who waa b om ill LJt4a), went to Jahar4ea, 

we ba'Ye no reoord of hie fatber ba'Ying gom • too. (And ill 

o••• it mipt be olaimecl tbat Silll.al'• fatber ba4 to ao

oompa07 hla beoame ot hi• acm'• 70utb, thl author polnte 

ou.t that Sllllai wae ID Pal••tim at l••t matU mmhoo4, 

tor he waa tbe atterdant ot both Jannai and Jldah leaS.b I, 

mating tripe onl.7 at 1.ntena 18 to laba r4•) • Tbua • aee 

that Graet1, too, flz9e Simlal'a birabplaoe aa ~dda, an! 

giTea him onl1 teaporar, n•14•no• ill Babylon. 

Allotbe r aut.hor off era a ftrJ ingellaoua solution to 

tbe whole pusle. "3 Bla1ar Atlas, a teen and w1 tt7 writer, 

takaa 'Ylolent eueption to Graets' a artiole 1n tbe llonAt

aohritt. Tbe q111atlon 11b1oh S~i'e :father aeJm samael -

.&tlaaolai• - le not, aa Graets t.ertna it, Uie moat elemen

tary thing in fia:lng tihe oalencbu·, but one that hae be en 

gene rall7 troubleaome to • twlenta of • 11 perioda. railure to 

anawer it wou.ld not thea brand S8m\lal ae an igno1'6mua. rroa 

thia point .&tlaa oontinuea with a punl7 biatorioal argument. 

Be obJeote - am rightl7 - to the :faot t.bat Graats blan411 

" ignorea the paaaatJt in the Paleatinian Talmu4 wbloh •t•• 

Simlai a nati'Ye of Jahardea. It le not aoientifio to tbm 

lightl7 de07 the authority of a wr1 tten tezt. But A tlaa 

43 - Bla1ar .&tlaa ( o•~ •" ,-r .. ~ ... ) -

1886 - pp.436 tf. 

44 - Jar. Pea. 32a 
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himself ia not intereated 1n pro'91ng the truth of the eta te

men t wh1oh Graets n.egleote. In faot, bt auppli•• hia op

ponent with the proof that S1m1•1 wae bom 1n L7dda and 

not in Bahardeal Siml.ai, he a hme, waa the eenant of .Judah 

Beeiah I 4 5 and alao of Jarmai, 46 aD:l we lJl ter :tind h111 

pnaohing 1n Bia ibie hrbioh •ae in Babylon ) • 47 Sinoe 

he -. then - in hie 7outh - a eenant to the rabbia 1n Pa -

leat1ne, he wae toubtleaaly born there, 111c' la tier went to 

Babylon, aa did many other Palaatiniane. 48 lie 1a designated 

aa 11 vi ng 1n Baba rd.ea, be oa um e only at rare intervals would 

he return to hie homeland. Perhaps thia e21>1•1ne wh7 he 

wanted Jonathon to t.eaoh him the Book ot GE11ealogiea in 

three months. 49 ( He w1Bhed *o return to Babylon and o ould 

spa re no mom t 1me than that ) • 

Hav 1ng established Graett' a •tatemtnt 1bat Simlai 

wae born 1n Lydda, Atlaa, wi 1h the o oneummate artiatry of 

the born debater, al.s o agreea tblt Simlai'e father rr11y 

never hilve gone to Babylon with hi s eon. But he is vitally 

intereet.ed 1n proving ttiat Abba may, nevertheless, have had 

•ome oontaot with Samuel ( or e lee the oonveraation between 

them.!!. a forgery ) • So be showe 1hat Samuel had beea in 

Pale atine, by quoting 1he fact that be waa Rabbi' a (Judah 

Hanaa1' a )physician. 50 One d i:t:tioulty remaina, howeTer; that 

45 - Abod. Zam 57a. 

46 - Baba Bathra,lll a. 

47 - Abod. Za ra 36 a. 

48 - of. above p.5. 

49 • Pea. 62b. 

60 - Baba Mets. 85b. 
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18 t he :taot that from Samuel's boaet about being al>le to :tlz 

the calendar :tor the whole d iaepora, w must infer that he 

l 1Ted in Ba bylonl It 1e here that A tl11a propounds a Ter1 

s hrewd ald not unlikel7 anawr. Samuel's boast, he •J&. wae 

~de vtien be waa a young •tudent in Pale attne, and when 

Simlai' a fa tber o al led him to ao oount, he found hi11aself poa

aeaeed ot ill.l too.inaut:t i oient a tnowledp of the e1ubjeot.But, 

goaded on by Abba's ta ll!1t, he •t h imee lf to a thoi~ou.gh 

study Of t ha whole problem, and th•u honest applto•~tion, 

•a later able to make good his word by sending to Joohanan 

hie r eokoning :tor aixt; ~ars a head. 51 And 1 t wa a this older 

and wiser Samuel that Simla.1 (haying met him in Babylon 
52 

quotes on thla aama aubjeo t. 

In the presenoe ot e o many di Terse a 1a te n1ente by 

aooredited -.id authoritati'Ye writers, it ia iather presump

tuoL&a to Tenture any opinion whatsoever. Yet it is possible 

that e aoh,one of them baa s oma element af truth, whiah i:t 

oombined properly with the othera, will gi'Ye us a olear 

9ioture af the situation. 

It ee8Dli to me that Baober i a too arbitra1ry in h ie 

reasoni ng.He merely ohooaea t ha rending 1n the Pale,attnian 

Talmud (whioh •kea Simlai a m ti'Ye of Nabardea) &llld then aug

ments his argument with epeoious proo:ta. The :faot that Simlai 

t a referred to ae "Sim1'l 1 the Lyddian" am "S1mla1 the South erner "' 

51 - Chu.llin 96 b. 

52 - Peaik1a 64 b; Pea.r. 78 a (Chap . 15). 
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'" 1'0 w.y 
"pro•• that be •a• an 1nha bi tant of Lfdd• - am oouequnU7 

ae born in Baharcleal Had Si•l•i been born in J.74cla be 

oould aa well la'fe been 4ea1gnate4 b7 the •• terma. And., 

in :taot, a man• a m tlonali 't7 41atlnga.1abel hl• ••en after 

he hae ohange4 hla a~giame. It 1a qul'te oo•on for aa to 

deaorlbe thoae who liYe aaong am b7 tbl oountr7 of their 

birth - B.I. - "the Genama" or "the lllgliahman." !he innate 

wealmeee ot Baober' a the•ia ia ahOIRl b7 '1• faot t hat ll)'llUl 

interpret.a "tbe LJddian" to mm ezaotl.7 the opposite - i.e •• -

that Silll&i •~• bol'D ID L744a. 

BJman, it a ppeara, la oloa er to thl 1ir uth, al tho 

he do•• not go far enough. lie 1a oontent to allow Si11lai but 

one pilgrimage - a rather ahon cme - to Babylon. Atlaa, with 

gr•ter insight, hu him rE1Da1n In BabJlon, 911d pioturea him 

aa aaking trlpa, at long inter• la. baok to Pale a tine. But 

the lA t~r author erra in aa7i12g that S11Dl.•1 •nt to Babylon 

after firat ha'fing been servant to both Judah •••iab I am 
Janna1. Sillla1 muet ba•e nade hie firet trip to Bab7lon while 

he -. atill aenant to Judah leeiah I, tor the n•a Of the 

" \"°_..;, ,,." " bad very evidentl7 not 39t reaohed Ra\' 
53 

and Samuel. llad be not gone to 11aib1a until after be bad 

aerved Jannai, Ra'f and Samuel would undoubtedl7 haft beard 

63 - Onl7 ao oan be explained the baate with whiah Ieaao b. 
Samuel b .Kara tta wnt to Ra• and samael, who wen both 
e•ldentl1 aurpriaed b7 tbt annou.noement. It •• ao•thing 
n• tor the7 debated about it - ot. Jer. Abocl. zam •14; 
Abod. laia 36a; Jer. Sabbath 3d. 
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abo11t the 1nno.at1on, tor •hen s11mlal ••• attending Janml, 

the latter wae 'fer7 old aid blln4, 5' and, • Bi-n polnta 

out, JU4ah Beal•h II ... Ulen Pa,rlaroh.G6 Qulte Jllt•nt17 

that was s om t1111 after the Beth D11'11 a aotlon. 

What !appem4 then, lt 1appe•n to m, waa thla. 

Slmla1. born 1n L74da. am ectuoa~e4 ID Pale atlne, •ttaohe4 

hlmael:t ( aa alread7 abom) • • a t 1ten4ant and pupil to 

Jwlah leeiah I. ti. Patrlaroh, when hla Beth Din TOted ln 

f&'for Of parm1ttlng tbe uae of tbe heatbln'a oil, im11edlatel7 

deepatobe d Slmlal to Bab71on to proola lm the nTooat1on ot 

the old law. Slmlal, attraoted bJ' the generoua nature Of the 

oountr ;y, ata19d there tor some ti.me, quite mturallJ aeeklng 

out the oldeat and la rgeat Jewiab oomuni ty - lahardea. 

Later, howeTer, be re turned to Pa,leatlm am beaame the 

ser'fant Of Jann•l, who by this t1,me was Ter1 old, But the 

~aming for pleasant Babylon a s e1erted itself a~ in and he 

determined to retllrll there. It aay haw bean on thla oooa

aion tmt be •s r ebu:t:ted so rw111l7 bJ Jom than69 Am if we 

aoaept the 'fera1on 1D the Bab7loZJLian Talm11d, the whole thing 

fits together, for ban Simlai aa1ka :tor 1Datruotion wit.bin 

a three month•' period. The apeoi.fio§tlon of a ••t ti• 

would then ·i.ve bean oa111ed bJ hi.a desire to make hla de

parture at tbt end o:t that periocl. And Jonathan, knowing 

54 - Baba Bat~a. llla. 

66 - Hyman, Vol. III, P• 1161. 

56 - Pee. 62b. 
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that Slmlai had onoe liTe4 iD Bahardea, and that he lnteDled 

returning there, would haTe been quite 3uatlt1a4 iD •7lag, 

" 
•1nall7, and Sn oonolualcm, Sllll•l' 8 eager Wl8h 

tor the reform in Paleatlne 6" oan wll be p\lt down to tbl 

:taot tba t be waa a m tlT• ot that ooamr7, and 80 peoul.larl7 

a:tteoted b7 the nM4e ot the people. !be attempted retorma 

grew 011t ot the people'a aotual ue48, but lt le doubtful 

lt even ao llbcal a P•eon • S1m1•1 - being an 8'llen -

oouJ.d baTe felt theil eo uenl.7 ant baw worked tor ~ea 80 

dillgentl7. 

w1'11 thle un4erat•Ddlng ot thl exterml plan of hi• 

life, •• are well ab1- now , to prooel4 to a oonelderatlon 

ot eo• ot the ezpaaaiom am naulta ot that lite. 

67 - 'bod. Zara 3'1a. 
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III, IIJILAI'S PQM•MJCS. 

ti. etu41' of an7 •erle1 of a 18pnatlY• wrltiZlfJ• 

11\Wt be approaohe4 b7 •7 Of the 1001a1. polltlo•l, or re

ligloua 1ettlllg 1n whioh we find 1be11. !h&&•• before we 

broaoh thla aepeot of 8lal.al' • 111• • we would reoall th011 

eventa alreaC1' •ntlaae4 1n oar lntro4uotlon. 

!bl Oathollo Ohllroh1 lt w 111 be remembered• hacl 

beoo• an orpnlse4 bod7 tbm tbe e:f:forta of the Biahopa 1n 

Boaa. It f ound, ill Pale•tlm, a bealttq bnedlns plaoe. and 

grew •d :tloul'iahed to auoh c eztent that lta aotiY1t1ea -

and perhap1 1ta umoJ&no•a - oaued 11&7 J•a to l.eaTe Palea

tlne and emigrate to Bab1'1on. 68 But. whlle it •1' 1-Te oa me4 

tbe J•• aome phJaloal dlaooui.:fort, ita gnat.at clanger lay 

1n quite another dination. !b9 Ohuoh :tathera, •ong them 

the :famoua Origen, ao&&gbt to :find aub1t1me for their new 

tr1the1atlo bellefa in tbe writlnga ot the 014 !eataunt, 

tht.a to hal'ID6al•• their n• dopaa with the old. Bad th91 

IQOOleded, their :faith, W1 th all tbl glamour Of thiD81 new, 

might haft atolen :from the J•iah fold a goodl7 n1111b1r of 

oonTerta. But the rabbla, ner alert to the dan91r1 that 

threatena4 tha wal of tbair peopla, oame to the fare ancl 

aho•4 how ahallow and auperf1o1al are th• Ohriatlan in

terpr etatiom of the Hebrew text • 

. Jotable among tbe•• defender• of J•lah belief •• 

Slmla1. And we have, 111 hla m111, many record• of hi• verbal 

68 - Deutaoh, p.28: HJIDlln, Vol. III, p.1111. 
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enoo&mtere with Obrietiane, or ae tbe7 are terme4 la !al_. 

and lf14ra•h, t.be "Jl1Dlm" (" o ·~ · Qti "). 

!h••• propo•n41ete, la order to oan7 thllr point, 

la4 1io rel7 an Blblloal •o1ll"Oee, 11b1ob tb•J ••• 111r le•• -adapted to u•• thp •• tbt Babble. Slal.al, 1D partloul.ar, 

hat a pro:to11D4 tnowle4ae ot Sorlpturee, 1114 1t ••• a 0011-

paatlYel7 almple •ttu fOr h1a 1io parr7 tbalr oh1141eh 

1nterpretat1one of thil tezt. 

Jlrom 1ih• full•t aoooam of th•• 4•b•te•, is9 w i .. rn 

that the Jflnla propOllD4e4 alz Bible pa••P• to 81mla1, hoping 

to proYe (thru bla 1Dab111t7 to oonfute th•) 1hat Goel ••• 

oonoe1Yecl o:t •• a pluali v of Gocla awn ln the Old !eatament. 

!ha7 begla thill r queetlona la a •7 oaloulate d to arouae m4 

ann07 the rabbla, m•l7, " o~u,., .na '",,. 7\ • ti~,.. .,,., -:- " 

- "BOlr ..,.7 Goel• onatet tbt world ?"6 0 And the 7 o1 te elz 

lnetano ea to pro Ye that more than one God took pa rt 1n a uoh 

wol'k (and, thua, that the trlnit;y ••• 1mpl1o1 tl7 reoogni114 

1n the 014 Te•t aaent). 

I. !bl Mlnia point out the faot that 1n Geneaia 1:1 w 
:tlnd a plu.ral denomination for God - iJ ·n• .. ~,~ " . ., ... ,~ 

II. In Gaea le I :26, Goel, 
ua ee a pl1.1ral :tor a -
lmpl71ng thereb7 that 
program. · 

apeaking 1n the t ir.t peracm, 
tJ.,, !as ~ 0," nw !II" -

other• ahared 1n Bla oreatin 

III. In Joah1.1&h 12 :22, moreoTer, • An4 the ezpreaalan 

69 - J er. "Berat/. lid 

60 - Bxoept 1n Deut. Babb• 2:8, '2hen a more 41aaralng :tar-
aula la med - .n , . , "'" n,.., - "B• aa111 p-.n." 

/( 
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" i11n• a• n)" !aa , " m4 the lflnla 1ab 1b la 
aa a n:te nnoe to the 11'1,anlt• 4l'flalon of th• 
Qo4bea4. 

IV. P•al• IO:l liuwl•• laa thla trlpl.e teralnolo17 -
" ·n1n' a•nb• h• ·" 

V. In Jollhu.ah M :19 Goel la oharao1ierl1e4 by a plural 
atjeotift • • ••n a·w•~? o·n~-. ·~." 

VI. Jllnally, 1n Deuteronoa7 '=', Be la again oharaotez-
i1e4 bJ a plunl tom - " D '~""? a·n~• • " 

81111.•i, •lib that oleai- m4 logloal aetho4 that 

oti.raoteri1ea all hia Wol'k, turn• till Ohl't.tl•n•' 111tbo4a 

upcm thlmaelY••· B• •ea tbllr Olm .. apona to 4eah'oy thelr 

tliMy argument., 9a11Dg, " ,, .• ~ ,~u.•.ua r~·a • ,..,~ • .., ••P" ~:t , " 

"Whea Yer ( 1D a Blblloal pa aa 81 ) , t bl llin1• a eem to t ind a 

aupport for tbelr eoeptiolam (abotit the unlt1 o:t God), their A ' t'JtL,,ct - -
ntutation ia al•Jll nearby. 1161 one by om bl 41 apr6'fee their 

olAli•. 

I. Silllai ahow• that the plural :torm " a·n~-. " 1n 
Geeala I :l 1a uaet w 1th a a ingular form o:t the Terb -
" ""'a. ·" 

II. The " , .. '»~•~ D~ .. ~..utJ" 1n Gemala I:26, be 
points out, 1a fOllo•d (Teree 27) by :a ... n ,.. a ·" h~ •n~·'" 
apln, a a in8'1l•r Te rb form. 

III. With m&lrd to the " n•"' •·n~· '• • ot 1oalaQAla 
22:22, Simlai ahc.we that lt too .. i,a :tollowed .by tbl 
elngular " JI T ,. • '"' • " 

IV. So w11il the " 
la followed by " 

i1 •n· o•;,latL \• " ot P .. la IO:l whltlh 
l' "tX. ""'i°' ' ' "t:.T •tr 

v. Aa rep:r4a thl plural modifier 1n Joah:.ah 2':19, 
be points 011t that it la auooee4ed by 1he alngular 
o:t the pronoun " "', :\ • " 

VI. Jlinally, 3ialai ahCMa that the a 1.nglllAr allfflz la 

61 - Jer. Be?ao. 12d: Gen. Babb• 8:8 
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ue4 ( a · ~ .. ) after tbe " 
Deutaono117 • :7. 

In -11 th••• aa•wen, it will be notloel that 

Simla1 4oe• not ••nture be;JOD4 the ol•r md llteral truth 

o t the tezt. In DD oa •• doe• be ba •• to ln•ote fano i:tul o on-

~ eo t.,._. B• reaorta to no poaalble implioatlona Of the Tarlo111 

Teraee, but builda h1• argwnenta on thl a 0114 grouncla of 

their explioit meaning. It la .S.pitloant tbat tbl Klnim are 

nowhere reporte4 • haTlng been able .. or, u ••lng nen 

attempted - to penetrate hia defenae. Bla repll•• are al•7• 

tbe aeal to •••r1 question of 4ebate. 

Curiouel7 enough, howwr, tb 1AI pa a a age in the 

Paleatinian Talmud tell• 111 that Simla1 1 a dlaolplea, whlle 

they permit their aaater to allenoe thua eaall7 hie Christian 

opponenta, are tbemaelYea mt so eaell7 • tiatled. On aeYeral 

oooaaiona they exolaim, " 

"Yo11 baTe d1apoaed Of tm m w1 th a r aedy argument, but •bat 

answer will you giT e us ?" 62 'D4 thm S1Jlla1' • repll•• to 

h\a pupila, we oatoh an inspiring glimpse Of hie lott7 

spiritual mind. In giving a new explanation of the plural 

form 1n Geneai.a I:21, Simlai drawa on the meaning of. 

Gciea ia 4 :1 ("I haTe gotten a m~ - i'l , n • .n ~ - •l tb God " ) 

and draw the homily that God 1a a partner, w11h man aDl 

wom-.i, to tbe birth of •••ry human being; that ~uat as mither 

alone oan haTe ohlld, ao both together oannot beget Ulll••• 
62 - Jer. Bel'90. l2d; Genett• Babba 8:8. 
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GOd be aotl•el7 uaoolated wl:th them. '1'b8 epirlt1:aal •lue of 

auoh a atate111nt 1e too ob•iou to need oomment. 

And • o •1th hi• aeccmcl explam tion ( Qje the three 

namee of God) Slmlal, ••••ling a tnoWl.•481 of tllll aoo lal 

ouatom Of hla tl•, •Jll that the7 are merel7 t~r•• tor• 

ot addr•••. He oomparea lt to the aalutatlon of 1t he Bo.n 

Emperor who wae aall.a4 Baall•lW, Auguatua, an4 Oaeaar( all 

ot whioh wen •111onomo11.1). !hi• g1 ••• • • ••icleno• tbat 

Sllll.ai •~•not natriote4 to a oertaln •Od• or fC»rm 1nh1• 

rational lnterpretationa ot thl Bible text, but 1tbat, 

hayi.Jlg been ntuaecl oredenoe In me explanation, he o oulct 

appl7 hie eame logioal • 1iho4 1n another ••7• 
When hie dlaolpl.aa question hia spla111~tlon of 

the " 

•• naaoaable aort at anawer, ahming that tm aponomoue 

" r·.a ~" am " I J ,.., 4:1 • , .,,.. " are tre-

quently applied to om person. 

81111.al himaelt doe• not amwer the obl11otion by 

hla pupil.8 t.o the e lxtih queatlon. It 1a g i • en in the name 

of B. Iauo, who quot.a Judah, in the mme of Aoba. 

We la•• wrioaa d itf er 1IJg ao oomta of t;he •• debate• 

of s1111a1•a, eo• more tragma ntarJ than otbera, li1ut all ot 

tbem built about the atUDe inoidente. Thms om aoctount63 

1-oke qua ati om '6 and 6, but einoe thee• an ne1Mtotlft l.7 

parallela to queationa 3 and 5, no thing le rea l]Jr loat. 
64 Another Yeraion oombinea qaaetiona 1,1 am 6 2111 a oClll•laaoae 

63 - Gen. Kabba 8:8 

64 • Deut. Rabba 2 :8 
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oonyereatlon. Qm etlon 6 la :found b7 1teelt 1n two pa1ea91e. 61 

ID motbe r 1iext • tln4 t• 1tlon I •lom. 66 In cml7 one ln• 

a1Bnoe 67 do we f 1n4 another Y•••· (Deut 4:11) u1e4 In th••• 

debate• and tn thl.e ••• 81111&1 anewen agal.n wltb a proof 

drawn troa 1ibe a1Dgul•r fora ot the Yerb. !bit an••r to the 

1nquia1 ti Ye pupila la hen g1Yen 1ll the DM• ot R. LeTl. 

It 1a inter•tlqr to note that Joobaan, 1n debate• 

alall•r to thoae 1n wbloh Sllal.•1 part1olpate4, gaTe the •• 

annen to queatlona 2 •cl 6 aa d.14 81111&1. 68 It la not at 

all 1•poaalbl• that he waa 1.ntl.Wtnoe4 b7 81ml•1 tho muat 

oertalnl7 haft be en regarded •• ateohnioal ••ter in thla 

polemioal. work, al tho 81111•1 •7 hi• elf haYe drawn on 
69 ourrent , popular 1nterpretat1ona. 

S1Jll.•1' a oontr1but1on mm t b7 no meam be an4erntect, 

tor, ha4 Chrlatlanlt7 been able to ••t•bl1ah at th1a time, 

a B1b11oal foundation tor the tr1n1t7, it 1a aate to •1 tbat 

1fie lntl.,.no• amonp t J•a would haYe be en eo augmm tecl •• 

to !Mlye made lt tar more dangero111 than 1t aotuall7 waa. 

The 11 terary and lnttlleotual obarac tar ot hie work we wUl 

diaouaa 1n the nat obapter. 

66 - Tanoh. 1:s • w1-r;> - ohap. •: !amh (B) ~ • ..,",>- -ohap.T 

66- Seh. !oY to Psalm 50 :1 

67 - Bx. BablNl 2911 

68 - Sanhedrin 88b 

69 - ot. Gen. Rabba 22 :•. 
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lJL SIJILAI T¥ AGADJS!. BIS IllPOWjlQI AS Al Apj. jlD .ti 

jfPI@IATIOI 9l BIS TUCIIIG§ .• 

•· s111a1 • • raonano• aa s Aaora. 

!m perlo4 411-eot~ P•0••41DS •4 ocmtlnulng thru 

the third oentur7 •• om Of lntenu Balaohlo aotiTit7. !he 

great t.eaohera ••re oonoernll with the ooapletlon of tbe 

Jllalmah, am (after 1t1 o anaumation), 111 th it• ezpoal tion. TO 

But far from re•1n1ng •1 thin the aoope of tba t legal o ode, 

the :tirat gemratlon of Amosalm (and Simlal 1a o ounted anongat 

them) aet a mw atall4ard :tor those who :followed, They began, 

1n their lnte rpretatlon o:t the Jl1ehnah, that waa ultimatel7 

to flower in the :torm o:t tha Talmud (that waa to b .. r the 

aa• relatlcmahlp to the )fiehnah as tbl lliahnah had bad to 

the Bible). jnd while there were no Tiolent oontroTeraiea 

euoh as hai obtalmd during the aeoond 89DI ration ot Taraim, 

great emphaa la •a a till laid on Ralaohio aup •lorl t7, !he 

rabbis 19t regarded Pilp\11 aa the highest form of aoholar--
ahip, 71 They looked with a tole rant acorn on all the 

" ,.n T.6•1' I~~~ " - "the a bbl a ot the Asad•," ln some 

lnatamea re:tu.aing to honor tmm w1 tb. 1be title of rabbi, 

nferr118 to them 1J11 rel7 •• tbe " 

of the Aga4a," 

In a uoh an a tmoa phere, S1mla1 , who• an17 01- lm 

to :fame la7 in hle Jl14~ah1o lngenW. t7, in the riohneaa of. 

hie lmaglna tion and 'the ap1r1tuall ty of hie Tlalon, oould 

70 - Giaet1, Vol. II • pp,489,490, 

71 • Weiaa, Vol, III • pp.116,117, 



-iso-

not hne hoped to a ohieye an authorl ta ti•• rttat. Bh inter• 

eata la7 mt in a minute diaaeotion of leeal dlaoua1ian, but 

in Ti tali1ing and aot•111ing the e thloal. ant epiritual oon -

cepta which be •• •• the baai1 of all the d etailed codes 

in Bible and lliahnkh. Be waa a preacher, not a judge, a 

brave and oourase oua champion of the hig~eat Tirtuea, 

oooup i edwith the human problems ot Ile people and hie times. 

Andwhila, aa om of thoae 4ladallled imn of the 

Aaacla, .be ma1 have been looked down upon by hia Halaohio 

auperiora, his eminenee aa a preacher is not denied. EverJ' 

one of hie Aga41c s ta t.menta in the Babylonian Talmud ie in-

troduoed b7 " ·•~ n"' ·~, ""·n " - "Rabb 1 Simlai preaohed." 

That he •ae an aoknowledged leader in hi.J own fi eld ia de

monstrated by tm fact that be 1s quoted, in Aga41o natters , 

by auol men as EJ.a zar72 and Chlyya b. Abba.73 

It 1s quite natural, tmn, that we should expeot 

but little of Balaoha to ~noorded in llmlal'a mme. In 

faot, the ator,v i s told that at a Pldyon Ha-Ben(ndemption 

oeremo~ ot a first-born aale ahild) 81mla1 •aa unable to 

s ettle a minor que s tion with reeard to the bles ainga in

Totted am had to take the problem to the aohool in order 
74 to uoerta in the correct procedure. The perpetuation of 

72 - Sanhedrin 8a. (Bao.be r o laima ma~ old aanuaoripta do 
not oontain 1hia - Vol. I, p.554 • 

73 - Sanhedrin 106a. Here Simlai' s rame ia mangled to " "•~o " 
but the _paralle.l paaaage in En iaakob (Ohap.11) r. .).. I ~· J 

reade , correot11. " 'K~n"' • " .......... -1 • 

74 - Pea. 12lb. 

( ,. j. 

..... . 
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auoh an incident in the Talmud la aufiiolent eTidenoe to ua 
.. ., • 1,+y 

o:f how 11 ttle eateemel •a hia Balaohio a1ti ... t,.. lloreo-.e r, 

at the ti• •be n 81mla1 pr oo lai• 4 the I h "' n .,,, n 1n 

111aib1e, RaT re:fuaed to aooept the 4eo181on beaatae be 

thought 81mla1 waa g 1'91ng it Sn hi• omn nam, and not 1D 

the name Of Juclllh Beal.ah I. 76 !hle aotlon of BaT'a la ole•rl.7 ~ 

1nd1o a tiw Of h la opinion. 

Bea 14• t hi fa ot that •• haw cn 17 cn e Hal.a oh le de

o ia 1 on of S1mlal1 a preaerTe4 in the Pai.at1nlan Talmud, 76 

hi.a humble poai tion in the legal aohool le T iT 1dl7 portrayed 

1n that Tanohum b.Chlnah alone giT•• thl tradition in e uoh 

matt era 1D Slmlal' a m me. ODI at th••• p 8ll eagea 19 in re~ 

:ferenoe to th• pa7 o:f the "reT1aers" Of the o:f:fioial anu

eoripta tept in the Temple. 77 Another tradition g iven bJ 

75 - Jer. Abocl. zara 414; Jer. Sabba th 3d, 

76 - Jar. Xldd. 64d - .. A deoialon an the marri•Slt lan, 
gi wn in Anti ooh. 

77 - llum. Babb& 11 :8 - Thia reading 1a lntrodm ed bJ the 
phraae " •. !t .., "' ,, T n-4 an .,#~ 0 lft "' • ., • " JIJman. (Vol. II It 
1>.llfie), \18ee thle to euppor t hie o la lm that Simlai 
bad a daughter, who married Tanohum b.Babbi(o:f.aboTe,p.10) 
But a uoh an aaaertion muet be denied 1D Tie• ot t be 
eTldent oorruption of the text. The parallel passage 
in Jer. Shelcalim 48& baa t be oorreot :form • 
" • - !IR"' ' " •• ~ " •• " "a. •• n ~2' • ., ". The mle take 
in llumbera Rabba 11 :8 probably crept iD. •• Baohlr 
po1n1B Ollt (Vol.I, p664, n.4) from the phraae 

i' .1 ' :1.• .,•:a, .,TJl~a • -,-y ;\"'Utft an.an,,. Whioh 0Q0Ur8 8 

:f• llnee be:tore (Bum. Rabba 11 :7). Thi other paaeagea 
ln whioh the phraae le al•1'8 " A••" ,a ••"~a . ., " 
aupport 1he Terdiot of a oorrupt text. 
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!amhum b. Chi~18h In Simlai' a name baa to etc with the 

prieatl.7 bleaaing 1n thoae oitiea wholl;y inhabited b;y prieata. ' 8 

Be alao tuotea Simlai with re8l rd to the ban •hi.oh a ;young 

d1ao1ple la;ye for the aake ot his honor. 79 Certain it la 

then that Simlai had little or no av.thorlt;y aa a Hal.aohiat, 

a faat whioh r•dil;y aooount. for tbl pauoit;y of l••l 

paaaagea o it. d 1n hie na•. Bat it 1a ~uat aa oetain that 

he waa reoognised aa a mater £ga4iatl Bow, tbtn, oan • 

explain the o omparatl•el;y small nuaber of hie •;yinge 

found 1n tr&di t1onal literature T Bow ahould we 1nterpr et 

th~ :taot that the Pa1-s t1nlan !almv.4 oontaina on17 om aer-

man Of hie ?
80 Bow oan • v.n4entan4 hie fa ilun to ttaun 

even aa a bearer of ia-t tradition ,a1 1inall;y. what about 

Jomtban'a aharp refusal to,teaoh Simlal Agada ?82 (Baoher 

tell• us, more oTer, 83 that J O?ll than waa imitated b;y otbe r 

rabbis who n:tused to haye their zamea aaaooia ted with 

Simla 1' e ) • Wba t o ould ha.,. be an at the bot tom of thie 

78 - Jta. Berao. 94: Jer. Gittin 47b. 

79 - Jloecl Katan 16b 

80 - Jer. !'ea 2lb - introduced by ' "!;,""" ' >-'"' ".,,,.,., ·u. In 
Pea. r. 115b (ohap.'8) we haTe another version -

"~.,:a. y~ :\w..,~ 1> .rr1e4mazm emends ,~ to -,;, bat 
Baoher 1naerta ·• t.n"' .... , after 1;> • 1n aoaordanoe 
with the reading in Ja. Pea and show.a that the tazt 
than reads amoothl;y. Baoher, Vol. I, p.668, n.3. 

81 - Sanhedrin 98a. In Sabbath 189•, the one inatallOe where 
S1mla1 ~•rriee on the tl'lldition o:t a Tanna (Elea1erb.S imon) 
hia m• 111 ohanaad to read ·•~D ~. 

82 - Jer. Pea. 82 a 

83 - Baoher, Vol. I, p. 564. 
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uniTeraal abhorrenoe for a nan ao actmittedl7 gltted T •h7 ~ ---sho\.lld they haft e o die daimd him T A oloeer ., i• of Sim-

lai •ape l'8 onal1 t7 will nTeal tba an1wer. 

It 1a written Sn the li:te etor7 of the humc raoe 

that tm leaden of •D1 aeolal group haft •1•18 arropted 

to tbemaelTea the right o:t dfflding the o andltlone under 

whioh that grol.lp •a to liTe. In thinp teaporal, where 

ph)'aioal oompuJ.s1on oan be nao9te4 to, tbt punishment for 

disagreement la awi:tt and oerta1D. The rebel la ol.apped into 

Jail; the diaaenter 1a depor\ed. But 1 t mua t be remembered 

that eTe 17 generation baa 1 ta intelleot\l&l prinoes, too, 

who rule OTer 1b.e1r osn world of tba mind and who resent -

aa muah •• their oo-rulera - an7 d1Tergenoe from the path 

the.y baTe aanoticmed. They have no priiaone at their dlspoaal, 

however, far while a nan aa7 be told that he must ao t 1n 

a preaoribed aamer, no one, not even the mightiest, oan 

preTent him from thinking as he wiabea. And btre waa 

Siml.ai, oalml7 dieregarding the opiniom at all the intel

leotual lights of his time, qu1etl7 ignoring the di•leotio 

which the7 prised ao highl7, offering hie fineat thought on 

the altar of the Agada. How •re the1 to punish him T 

How •re the7 to express their contempt for hie work, if 

not b7 exoludi~ ;trom their to1111a as an7 aa poaaible o:t 

hie Agadio utteranoeat Simlai aa one of the •1IT'-•" ,~~., 

•a not o onsidemd aa laving eo lasting an importame aa 

those men who a pent their liTes epli tting the hair a of 

pilp\.llietio d1aouea1on. He •a a t •r1Anoe with hie ti•• l / 
I 
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and, like all great re be la, bad to 1uf:ter. 

But he paid the pezalt7 tar another reaaon, too. 

tor 5111181 •• one Of thoee who 41:t:ten4 mt ml.7 in the 

tor11, but 1n the o ontent Of h la aoti'Yi t1ea, from all the 

aolmowle 489 cl leadera ot hi• per1o4: one Of tho1a taarl••• 

apirlta who darecl to be a llb••l 1n a worl4 that bl d aet 

1 ta e tamp ot approyal an a r lgi4 ooneerw tlon. 

It ._ Simlal 111lo. aeelng the J•a weighted and 

burdened with a aaaa ot ritualiatio preaorlptiom, aou.ght 

to oon4enH ani ezpreaa 1ihem In broad ethi.oal and ap1r1 tual 

pr6no lple1. 84 And that, a api te the o onatant et:torte ot 

all hia gr•t oontemporariea to heap up added reetriotlona. 

It waa he who eaw the hwmln needa Of the people and agi

tated tor au.ob a reform aa tbe permiaa1on to uae oll aade 

bi the ha thane. It •e he. too, who (whm this waa aohieTe4). 

expreaaed the hope of eeeing euoh a liberal attitude ex

tended to other things. 86 And Simlal lt wea who denounoed, 

in no unoertain t e l'llB, tbe hJPOO r le7 of his o olleagu.1 that 

allowed them to teaoh one thing am t o pra.otioe another.Bi 

We oan understand now, why it le tblt thie :tearleaa, 

outspoken individual, o onoerned with the aotiYe lite about 

him, following tm paths that ae 1•ra1ied h1111, trequentl.7,trom 

his o ontemporarl.e ~ , should mve be en ao d1aor1mlmte4 againat 

b7 them. We oan o omprehend why the rabble, lllm all who 

84 - llakk9th 23b; len. Babba 8 :16; Koh. Rabba 7 :6 

86 - Jar. Abad• Zt:l m 4ld; A bod• Zam 37a; Jc. Sabbath 84. 

86 - De ut. Rabba 2 :1'. 
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stand dopatioall7 tor the oonTent1onal 11o4e, auppreaaed -

so :far • the7 oould - the lo:tt7 teaohinga that, oould . 

th~ but mow 1t, would long outliT• 1beir minute am often 

pett7 d1aowaaiam. Bot that the7 wre oppo•e4 to apir1tual1tJ 

in i taelt. but Agadl.o eff ort •1mpl7 did not eon:torm wit.h 

their 14ea ot what oonatituted aoholarah1p - partiouJ.ar17 

when it aotiTel7 deniecl thl T•lUI of aoa t ot their le 8' l :tn

mul.a ti om • And, R lnoe m •• 3 u491t b7 hi.a om t111ea • we mua t 

oontent ouraelT•e with that muat be but a amall number of 

hie teaoh1n81 • 

We must not be too hlrah, however, in orit1o1s1ng 

the rabbis. !he mere faot that we baTe aa man7 atatementa 

reoorded aa • baTe prcnea that the7 attempted to otel'OOIH 

their bias and retain tho• th1n81 whioh were of outstal!41ng 

wottb. Anthologie 111 toda7 are far leas aympathetio with 

thoee who do not write aooording to their own partiolllar 

standard. In this attempt at fairness lie• •bat Baoher terms 

the "rel iabili t7 a nd impaittiali t.v of Aga41o tradition." 8'7 

S11Dla1 , newer tbe lea a, waw not to be awa1ed f rom h1a 

purpoae b7 the antagonism ot h 1a tellowa. BaTing loved the 

Afflda from hia 1outh, he peraevered in the faoe of eYen auoh • 

at1ng1qJ inault aa he r eoeived from Jonathan. 88 Bia oourage 

hld its reaulta for we find that Jonathanfa interpr etation of 

Proverba 13 :23 1e i:: di Not answer to a question from S1ml•l. 8 I 

87 - Baoher, Vol. I, p.666 

88 - Weiea. Vol. III, P• 117 

89 - Gen. Babb& 49 :16. 
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so the latter m~t ul.t1•tel7 have aoh1ew4 ao111 l•por\ame 

1n the aas1ier'a •18. !hla 1'lter a4m1aa1on,b7 Jonatlan, of 

Simlai'e author1t7 1a also ahom b7 the :iaot that Jonathan 

debate• with Samuel b.DohlnaD. bD t ,i. lnterpr etat1on of 

Hosea 2:1. 90 Inanotberaettlzw, Samuel b. ••ohman'• op1111cm 

1e given 1n S1ml.a11 a m•. 91 Jonathan muat law ored1te4 it 

with aome aignlfioanoe •t" he woul.4 never law troubled to 

argue the point. '91 we misbt o ite one more inatanoe to 

show that S111l.a1, 11h1la be ... not h igblJ' reapeoted, and 

may haw be en blartily lialilcect b7 hla oontemporarie•. 

waa not altogether unimpor'8nt. When llalk1,ah oama to h1a 

home and oomm1tte4 a miademeanor, S1mla1 aaol4ed him for 

it, 92 a thing be coo\lld nt'f8 r have done had he not had aome 

degree of noognised superiority. 

Slml.ai ••. then, a man, not of h ia •wn time, too 

aoaring to be bound to earthy detail by the ohaina of hie 

01111 gem raticm; a pereonali'Q not of a single perloct, but 

for all timea, oouaf§!tou.e, glowing, vb id. Hie importanoe 

1a eatabliahed not by oontempon17 opinion but by 1he lasting 

bea uv Of hie work. What that beauty 1a , alld how far-

via 1oning i ta purpoa e. we ah.all be better able to gr•p 

aa we oontinue with t rm t inal di via ion of thi.a paper. 

-
90 - Yoma 22b 

91 - Bum. Rabba 2:18 

92 - Sabbath 46a. 

• 
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B, SilfLAI'S TMOHil<B •Al APPBBCIATIOI. 

•• ha• been repeate417 •ta 1ll4 int be preoee41ng 

pagea, S1mla1 •• pr1mar117 a preaoher, appealing to the 

great aaaa of the people, and not reetrlo tizg h imael:f to 

intelleotual 1nteroourae with the a.n Of the eohoole, To 

be euaoeedul, an7dia11er1ation 'that la direotld to a 

heterogeneous audiem e mi.t be logioal. and aen. Jnd if it 

1e to auatain the 1ntere•t of ita au4iton, it must baTe 

aut:tioient Of poetioal. :flight to illustrate and mblnoe 

ite the eie. Siml•i'a preaohimnte oontain all these des ir

able elements. They a re o learly defined, r eating on the 

logioal meaning Of the texts on whioh they are built. They 

are terse and to the point, but oontaiz.. tbat imaginative 

note that gi"fee them eo spiritual a oolor: a generous oom

bination of the r•l am the unreal, •oh eubatantia t 1.ng 

the o.ther. 

Beaa ua e o:t t be great m umber of S1 mlai' s in te r ee ts , 

it ie dif±ioUl.t tor us ti> eharpl7 mark off am label hie 

teaohinga, But we find, upon a oloae analyeia, that moat 

of them o an be assigned t.o one of three oategoriea. 

I. The eesentiale of the Good Life. Uan'e relation 
to God, 

II. The praotioal duties of religion. 

III. Ierael'e nlAtion to the wor l d . 

We ahall oonaider, in turn, that portion ot bia 

Agada whioh falle into each group, 
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I. Tbe ti.rat essential of the Good Lite, aooording 

to Siml&t., i• aim eri tJ. Thoae who do not praotloe aa tbe1 

preaoh proati tute the 1r own t.eaohinga and render them futll• 

and ueeleaa. Simlai aoorea ahoae who preaoh againat len41ng 

on inter eet, against a tealing .id thleTing, 19t indulge 

in "1.l theae pzaotloaa themael'fea. 98 81Mer1t7, aooording 

to Simlai, woul4 pr nent m.oh lnoongrui t7 between praotioe 

'Dd preaohment. Jlor eoyer • he point. out, it &Tails nothing 

1n the md. And he gi'fea the ezample of lroeea, dat.eoted 
94 

in an inainoerit;r bi God. Tbe parable 1a atrlking. Moaea, 

thru hie diehoneaty, s-ta a full m•eure of material atia-----faoticm, btl t the greateat pleaaun, entrame into Canaan, 

la denied him. Simerit7 at purpaae 1* aaTlt.al a thing as 

aones ty of aotionl 

And. the idea that me re phya ioal ea tlet1 oan 1n 

no way oomiare to spirl tual aatiefaotion ia admirabl• 

pneented in another :torm. 96 The world, whloh waa oreated 

in aiz da~. oan in no •Y eqta 1 the impartanoe of t.he 

Tora.h which waa giTen to Israel in forty daya. !'rom thie 

we oan induoe Ule eeoond element 1n the Goo& Life - spir

ituality. !'or the Torah me aver been aynonomoua with the 

high eplritual and intelleotual life of aan &a1 oontraated 
96 

with hie mere bodily ex1e tenae. In thie a ialfle note,• 

95 - Deut. Rabba 2 :l2. 

94 - So1a 14& 

96 - Pee. r. llQa Comp. 21) 

~ - R. Joohanon also hat thl.a "forty to e 1.x" o a11pariaon 
of the Torah and 1ibe world. Cf. Le'fit • .Rabba 80:1: 
Shir Rabba 8:7; Tanoh.(B) ""' .,.. '> - Obap. 19; 
Peatkta 178b 

I 11 
r 
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oan 1ee aaain 1lb7 S11Dla1, enda1re4 wi.th a uoh a lofv Tia lon, ~ t~':t:V.. 
wae not oontent to aped hl.a da7a ln Balaoh1o debatel ~ 1 

01
..P r-1 1 1 .~,.. 

Anot h • p rlno lple 1nhe rm t 1n the t 1ne at t n• ~~ /' ,-" 
I 

at 11 v li:g 1a to be able to 1 iT • in harmon1 •1th one' a 

fellow-men: to reoognl1• that all aooial. lnteroouree 1a 

founded in a mutual admlaalon of the laipcrtanoe of e ver1 

member in the group. Slmlal llluatratea thla from the life 

ot Joaeph, who ••18 to hi• trembling brotben: • 'l'""" D.1\~ 

:i• __, . ., n,, ll••.a ~.Y• r~ .,."i\ .,,.," - "Ye are the 

bod7 am I am the h•d. If the b od7 1 a gone• ,.._, good la 
97 

the headf" Simlal ooul.d not tole rate the .xaggerated 

atre•• that eome o:t the leadere la7 cm their own importanoe. 

Be then de ttl1 ahowa that a ooiety depends on all c laeeea. 

Harmony oomaa f .t·om a tolerance :tor each other. 

!heae three qualities,- ainoerity, aplrltualit1, 

and a ona14eiation are the o blraoter le tioa a1• qa non of 'be 

trul1 full life. The ~ point tm way to aanuine bapplneaa. 

It la intereeti~ to note how Simlai oonatant 11 reveala 

and emphasises the ethioa.l o on tent ot Juda iam. Thru. theae 

ethlmll prinoiple• doea nan a ohieve hie h tgheat goal -

n ot thru aubaervienoe to an infini 14¥ ot ritualiatlo ob1er

'911lloes \ Simlai goea further still. Be cilolarea that mn 

.taa beet given a standard of action in God. Mm baa but to 

model h11D3 elf, in hie a otiona, aooord~ to 'he pl t tern 

proTided, am he oan eaail1 naoh the plane of a apirltual 

lite. The Torah, Simlai ahowa, in ita beglmlng, m14cll.e an4 

97 - Gen. Rabba 100 :10 . Baobtr oml tA from thia text - " 
'} 0 .. IU ... , ~ n ft a I ,a .1t " &Dd 0 lall818 " ~' 0 -' " tO '° !. •TA .. 

B~oher, Vol. I, p. 561, n.3. 
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end, pioturea God 1u aota o:t oharit1 - tbl moat alnoerel7 

spiritual .id o onaide xat e aoticm whioh nan can perform. 98 

!o clothe tht mkl d, •lei t 1ibe a lot and b\U7 the dead -

the attribut.a ot o onduot 1n Siml•l' a Utopia. Nor m1a1t 1 t 

be overlooked that 1n hie u7, u 1ndee4 tbl;yan 1a ealler 

measure 1n ou.r own t 1•, tbeae •re the higbeat f orma o:t 

eoolal oonduot and tlmneae. !o 1111 tatl God 111 hi• 11ata of 

obarltJ wae llan'a greatest end. And thla God, 01-1• Slml&l. 

the Jmge ~pr-, 1a quit~ wl lllng, in ale e:t:tort t-o help 

man tincl the right •1, to oYerlook am forget his taulta 

am r emember only the good and worthy deed a. 99 The king 

who waawroth with hie wife for 1-Ting loat hie gift to her, 

la app•aecl whm ·he 1a reminded of the truet ( o:t equal ftlue) 

which her :tatba1· bad 4fpoai1ied with him before hie death. 

So God, who 1a wroth with Iemel, ia appeaeed b;ythe •i*tuea 

o:t Ab:raham. Simlai here ploturee IeJBel aa analogous to 

the queen. Ierael, the bride of ~od. l'o more beautiful 

nlationahip oould be imgined. I s rael, beloved o:t God, for

g1Yen ita ains. for the me rite of ita progenitora. 

But Simla! doea not nean thia rel&tionahip to 

generate in t-o the oaaual aoo eptanoe whioh a uoh a close 

union :t~equentl;y breeda. Man, he aaya, ahould al•Ja 

98 - Gen. Babb& 8:16; Tamh. """' - Otap. I, Tanoh.(B) 
~,., -Otap.I, Sob. Toy to Paalm 25:10, !h••• are 

oomtrued, :t or the moat part, in Gm. 2:22 , 18:1 and 
Deut. M:6. Sota 14a aubatitutea Gen. 3 :21 :tor Gm.2:22. 
In Gen. Rabba 8 :16, a fourth aot ia added cm a baaia 
o:t Gen. 1 :28. In Koh. Rabba 7 :6. Be raohyah ia the 
author of a a imila r e 'tli tement. 

99 - Tanoh. ,,..,.,. •;, Chap. 24. Another 'fare ion 1n Bx. Rabba '': 4 
given b;y Ab1t1 in the mme ~ Aoha. 
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100 
preoede prayer with praiael And be oitee Jloeee aa hie 

oriterion (Deu.t. !:24,26). Jlan, 1n hia order, m111t al.DJS 
101 

praia e GOd , Wbo o rea t e4 all. 

Bu.t tM 1.Gr4, while be 1a forgivizW, d oea not 

oYerlook 1n1qui t7• Where-Yer the re ia a 4eterabl4 eff ort to 

ahatter the mor al etruoture Of aooiet7, a pl.ague oo•• into 

the world that 4•iroia g_ood am ••11 •like •102 God 1a oertain 

in Hie P1Dliahmenta, and men eo ain foroe Him to aot. (There 

1a a genuine peyohology at 1ihe bottom of Ulla ata•ament. The 

great e"fila oaUI ed b7 a fft members Of a aooial group, a trite 

the whole group. Th~ do not single out the erring indiTi4uala. 

!h1a 1a at onoe the o urea am bleaaing Of greaa riou.e life. 

For, while one man may oauae many to s uffer, aoh member of 

tibe grou.p will be on the alert - for aelf-prote~ ti on - to 

aee t r.at h ia fellow doe a not menace the li•ea of a 11. It 

enforoee a moral polioement). Those vho not only themaelvea 

ain, but lead others to e in, lose ev en the right of trial 

whioh they might mve had. 8od, while He is kind and meroi-
103 

ful, t.a no patience with the eeduoer~ So the serpent, 

who baa beguiled Eve, 18 gr&nte d no he ring but ia ouraed 

forthwith by God, without even daring to malm any plea,(tho I. 1 J~."1 

inreality it might blve claimed that BTe ehould ba•e obe194 

God and not it). 

100 • _.1,04, Za ra 'lb; Berao. !2a 

101 - Gen. Rabb& 8:1 (baaed m Psalm 148). 

102 - Gea. Rabb• 26 :10; Levi t. Rabb& 23 :9; Jer. Sota l 7a. 
C f • a la o ~ano h • " ·"'"' , ~ , o ba p • 12 

103 - Sanhedrin 29 a. 



Slmlai, however, doea not oonoeiw of God 1n 

thia rela ti onahip of a trio t judge a lone. '!'he Lord r epa19 

good for good. Thus. Reuben 1a re•rded for aaTing Joaeph' a 

life by baTing the first retuge oitie• ae eigned to hle 
104 

territo17. 

~inally, tbe apir1ttal1ty of Siml•i'a oonaeption 

of the relation between Goel mid mmi 1a rnealed 1n hie dra-

at11atlon of a o onverea tion between God am Ieaao. God 

deeirea to punish Eau, but hie 1llltber pleads witb Him, and 

augges1a that puniehment in this life will mean but little. 

The greateat punishment will be Xaau• a inability to 'fiaion 

the glory of God 1n the world to oo• •100 

In this atory of Simlai' e we oan aee 1he kernel 

of wba t waa to be oome a profp4n.4 religiom, philoaopbio 

belief - that punishment 1n the hereafter oonslate. not in 

being burned in a aerie• ot belle, but in being unable to 

establish a oontaot with 1he Infinite Spirit that ia God. 

It ie dan89rom • of oour~e, to pr ojeot suoh an idea into 

Simlai'a mind, for it i e very easy to.i•gine, 1n put 

writings, the subatanoe and meant~ at late:- beliefs. But the 

whole a piri tual outlook Of t be aan waa eo exalted - ae oan 

be aeen from tbe paaaa89a already quoted - that it doea not 

104 - Jl14r. sam. C l:a p. 9, a a a o omme1Jt to Deut. 4 :41. In 
Maldcoth 10&, snother explanation is a ttribut.ed to 
Simlai, t hat 1n Deut. Rabm 2:21 i s g iven in the name 
of Jo.a a b. Chanim. 

105 - Gen. Rabba 67:6. Por the legend at the baeis of Ieaao•a 
plea, of. Tobija b.Eleazar (Lekaoh Tov) to Geneaia !2 :4. 
The bmia o1 Jacob' a fear ( expreaaed in Lekaoh Tov) is 
given anonymously 1n Gen. Rabba 76 :2 . 



aeem · an.aohr\lniatio to ea tabliah him in th 1a lott1 

oomeption. 

Theee :tundamen.tal. ethioal prinoiplea oombined with 

an -reneaa Of man•a nlationahip to God, were :tor S1mlai 

the highest p•k o:t human endeayor. And 1:t •• "ut oonoeiT• 

o:t the te nem1 with whioh be eapou .. d thoae prinoiplea, w 

will be better able to undera tand hla a tti tu4e aa r 8fJl rda 

tbe :torma cd minutiae o:t •llaion. It la entlrel7 to be 

expeo tad. Bu.lea ot nli gloua oonduo t are eT01Te4 for thoae 

who need oononte guidea to aotion. The trul1 epititual •n, 

like Slmlai, 1a not dependent on t.hem •• 

II. Let. us look now at some Of t m paa gage a 1n whioh 

is" re:tleote4 Simlai'e attitude to•rd the praotioal duties 

Of religion, ?lo :finer ezample aan be found than that Ter7 

fa1101.I! aermon in 11b1oh Simlai, with a philosophio 1ne1gbt, 

eh<Ma Ule gradual oonoent~tion of n11merous l.awa into broad, 

eweepiig ethioal prinoiplee . 106 This aermon baa r1ghtl7 

106 .lt11kkoth 215 b; Tanoh. a ·~c,._, - obap. 9. In theae two 
aooount.a, Ulere 1e a d iTe rgenoe a! opinion. The Talmud 
saaaage pioturee DaTid aa establishing 11 prinoiplee, 
Iaaiah 6, Jli.Oah .3, Iaaiah (again) 2 and Amos l prinoiple, 
aa the e aeenoe at all the 618 oommandmenta tiven b7 Go4 
to Jloeee. In Uie Tanohumah.t DaT1d o onoentratee them into 11, 
Isa iah into 6, Jlioah into a:>, Amoe into 2, and Hablllcllk 
into 1. This referano• jlo Amoe • ea tabliahing 2 i;>rin -
o iplea, Baober olaime, 19 probabl7 the fragment Of the 
Talmud re:terenoe to I•iah 66 :1, the mistake o reaping 
in when tba aeoond re:terenoe to Iaiah w• omitted.The 
._. ... are tmt?laohman b.Iaaao'a objeotlon to Amoe 
aa tbe author o:t one prinoi9le, and hie aubetituticm. 
o:t Mabukult ( llakkoth 24a) in the Talmud Te ralon, waa 
not part at the original reating, but Wl8 a latllr 
addition,(Baoher Vol.I, p.569, n.2. 
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beoome 1amoua. 81111.ai begina with the etat.•nt that there 

wer e 613 oo.-mmnta entruated bJ Goel to Ira.ea, 366 of them 

neglltiv•, eq11al in number t o the da1a of the aolar 1ear, and 248 

poai tive o omaandmenta, equal to the number of membera tradition• 

al]¥oounted in the human bo41.l0'1 !hen he prooeeda to ahow 

that thq wee gradually oomeatmted bJ Davicl am •r1om 

prophets, into an ever amalle r number of pr•m1ptee, :flnall7 

being reduoe4 - all 613 at them - to ane single rule o:t o onduot. 

In tbia oonoeption, Simla1 waa not unlike Hillel, who also 

expreaaed all of Ju4a 1em 1n a a1ngle rule, but Siml• i dreaaea "' 

the tho11gbt hiatorloally and ahon 11lat it na the t>ropheta, 

(and be fore them, Dav id ) , who en uno ia 'te d 1ih e t unda mental 

prinoiplea that were the Alpha and Omega ot the truly re

ligio11e life. It 1e not that he wiated to prove that t~ 

pNpheta inftlidated tbe Uaaa1o Law, but that he deeired to 

ahow how it e sp ir1t and purpoae was retaimd am ezpreaaed 

by them in a :few s imple d ootrinea. Jlor Simlai, the religious 

life wae the ethtoa l godly life, and the amaaaing of a tre

menduoue etore o:f petty, detailed reatr1otiona d id not mi ke 

:tor it. Bia idea, derived from the propheUI, waa to lay d own 

107 

I. The chronology ia baaed on a pop11la r idea that 
Isaiah, Boeea, Amoe, and M'ioah were oontemporariea-
Sede r Olam, Chap.20; Pea.87a, Ba1- Bathra 14b , 

Raahi to Boaea 1:2 Dr. A.Rahmer Cironatsohritt, 1866, 
pp.218 1'.f). ehowa tlllt Hieronymus as familiar with 
this tr ad i ti on. 

5. The phrase l"' '".-n 18 11eed to denote diminution -
of. Koh. Rabba 12 :16; Jer. Be iao. 6o. 

- The Tanohwna passa ge omits the olae s i:tioation into 
positive and neffltive. The meaniB!ot thie smaller 
olaas i:tioation 1e thia - "Eaoh 4ay saye,'oomm1t no ein 
on me,' and each member of the body plea de ,'Do aome 

. ... 

good 4 eed wi tb rm." of. Mid. Mieohle to Chap. 31 , Peaekta 101• 
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tbe :few baaio .. broad prinoiplaa that are eaaential to the 

ideal life , and to let man wort out .h1a C)WJl" di a tiny within 

tbt 1r general. outline. 

A :taoetioue oommentator miebt nmart tmt he wae 

the preoureor at OUJ" own Re:torm llcwement. P•r, indeed, we 

have built along the aame linea - the o ondenaation of relitious 

deaiinde into tha broad, philoaophio. prophetic pr1no1plee 

of life. A tribute to h1a Tiaion, that • should ao be 

aeeking ae he m 'fiaedl 

But one thlng more remains to be aaid about th1e 

justly famous aermon. Graetz,108 referring to the phrase 

(Makkoth ~b) 111•.ww• ~"" - "Iaiah oame again," 

twne late a it "Der swei te Jeaaja" - "the Seo ond I• i&h." 

Quite .m tur&_!..ly, this 1a a mistrans lation, for limlai did 

not know about the eeoc:id Iaaiah, as Baoher notea,109 but 

it 1n ter eeta us ne'fe rthelees . It ie barely poas ible thnt 

Simlai nay have felt soae 1.it:ferenoe in style and oontent, 

between the earlier and la tel' ohaptera in Isaiah, am s ought 

to expmea this di:t:tereme as one of at t itude - whereby 

Ie&1 h, having formerly advanced aix pr1no1plea of oonduot , 

now oomee laok and a uggesta two. 

At any rate, the aermon atunda out ae a v1goroua 

and intelligent objeoti on to the reli8 ioll9 d et.ail •1th 

wh1oh he • w the people being flooded. A far-~igh ted plea 

f or tm · gen uine religion thQt lies baok of all formuli, 

108 .. Gaetz -Vol.IV, p.244. (~•u-'1•~te C.s 

109 - Baoher, Vol.I, p.669, n.l. 

. . 
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It must not be inferred, however, that Simlai, 

eager to eee the spirit of the lawa revealed 1n their for

mulation into principle, waa willing to oaat ruthleeel1 

a s ide nery formal expression of that principle. 1or we find 

that, in explaining the u.ae of both ~u~ am ~,,,..., 1n the 

oommallAmant of t be S&bb&th, 110 he harmonises them bf saying 

"Be mindtul at it ( I~·-,:> IT ) before it has 001119 &Id 

observe it ( m .. ""'"' ) when it baa actually arrived."111 

But e'fll!ln here.. whe • 31111.al. oounaela the obeenanoe of a 

ritual, he im!'l iea muo h more t ban a meaningleae at tendano e 

upon empty detail. He urgee that the ~bbath spirit eanotify 

every 4ay of man's life, and that ite memory be not ora.ded 

in to but cn e dll7 out of seven. Thia i a a :tar different 

attitude from those who find one day of sanotimonioua piety 

au:tfioient to balance the laok Of religious :fervor during 

the re at Of the week. 

S1mla1., nevertheles s , would never rigidly enforce 

an unneoceaary detail of the law, when auoh en:ttroemant 

spelled hardship for the oommunif'1. It is told that when 

he taaght in Tibe raa t.bat one should have a change of 

raiment for the sabbath, hie auditors wep.t an:l complained 

that their poTerty bad reduced them to only om eet of 

oloth 1llg for Sabbath and week day &like. Whereupon, the 

110 - Rz. 20:8; Deut. 6:12. 

111 - Pea. r. 115b (Chap. 25) of. the atory of Shammai'e 

attitude here and Baza loa. 
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hwane teaobe-r wiael7 acl'fleed them to but •b 80118 ohange 

1n their dreaa.112 Aaia1n we aee t.hat it 1a tba a p1rit am 

not tm letter at t be law wh1.oh be wilhed to eetablieh. 

l'inal.17, Simlai'a opinion that law and oonTen-

tiom Whioh a eek to scpre 88 a spiritual idea an not a ta tlo 

or inflexible. but that they oan be ignored by men whoee 

gmat inn• eEPe rienoea mate them ••• Goel in their own wa7. 

1a demonatrated in hie aemon about 1113ah.118 The prophet 

be ea~• dared to aaorifioe on a high plaoe (when a*-oh 

aotion waa a:preasly forbidden) beoauae a apeoial and ex

pl1oit reTelation at God's word urged him to dO ao. Cer

ta1n1J • oan decluoe from thia t.hat S1mla1 put more uus t 
rs. .. r ,,,.,..,,~.,.~ r • ...... u,.,. 

in the gr•t moral foroea in me, t.han in all the lerfll 
" 

ooclea whioh ha"fe been drawn up to direot and lim1 t auoh uon-

dtXJ t. ror S1mlai, the inspired man who feels G~ 1n hi8 

112 - Jer. Pea. 2lb. Thia i·eading has ",•>-·•~. Wie oorr eot 
form - .~.,~""' - 1e found in Pea.r. ll6b (ohap.28), 
where Baoher reads """•Jn for 1.1n and insert.a •.id.,"' 
after .,..,.,T 1~ • Of Ruth Rabba 6:12 , Sabb& th ll3b. 

113 - Jer. lleg. '120, Jer. Taanith 664. In theee two 
pa& 1:$a89e ".,•""'is a mis take for "'., • ~· T • Beoa uae 
o1 thie mistake, Z.Prank:el C in ... ~"'.,. '"a• p.117•) 
namea an Amora " ·~·~Y ··~"w ., ", h&Titg wrongl7 
~o1ne4 the two worda. Weise (Vol.III, p.11'7,n.10) 
a1nad1 ehowe the error. Pee.r. l.26b (Cbap.24) baa 
the oorreot reading ~~> T n•'» ,,.,,., .. , ·~·"' ........ ·a., ""• 
·~ . ,,,~ ,~~"at • Sobe TOT to Pa alm 2'7: 6 h• the 

oorreot reading alao, but •attft\M 1a oorrupted to 
~"''n w. Ct. Lefit. Babb& 22:6, lfum. Babb& 14:15 ; 

Tano h. "'"'"' - 0 hap. 28. 
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heart, needa DD perm1aa1on :from ran. Bia ap1r1tual 1nalght 

pro11pta h111 1io aot e-.en 1:f that mt be omtrary to 0111to11. 

To aum up, the, Slmla1 4eelred to a•• the enor

moua iaaa o:f lef!Jll nl1g1oua detail oompnaaed and formUla .. 4 

1nto aweeplug pr1no1plea o:t oaa411.ot. Be atnaae4 the mtua1-

1t1 o:f the rel1g1oua eplrl t, DD t a :formal reo1 tat1aa 1n ritual • 

And wh11- be .Sllitted that oertaia hndaMntal praot1oee 

and d utle• • n eaaent1al to tbe religloua life, he waa un

willing to ••• them oarr1e4 to tbe •tre• 1111ere they de• 

taoted from tbe jo1 o:f li nng and brougb t added oarea to 

~oae alnad1 burdened. We might repeat again - truly the 

eaaential e la11enta o:f our a.n Be:for11 llo-. ement \ 

s. S1mla1'a oanoeption of Ia~el'E. nlat1oneh1p to 

the worl4 (aa personified in the other mtioae) 1a atrik· 

ingl1 1lluatra ted by eeveral o:t hie aermona. In a oomment 

on Amoa 5:18, ht akea his point b7 relating a ole"fer little 

:table.114 !be oaok and the bat were both •iting :tor the 

dawn, when the oook tarns to the bat am aye "I •it for the 

light, tor it la mine. Aa tor ~u - of what good 1s it to 
115 

1ou?" samuel Baok aa19 : "Thia fable is the inoarm tlon 

of S1mla1'a polemioa against tb!t proaelytlsera who were 

led on b7 blind seal." But Baoberll6 atreaaea rather another 

part of tm :table am diaolaima all re:terenoe of Ohriat1an1ty 

1p it. In tho all1gor1. bt aan. th' miteA ligaat ••• 

114 - Sanhedrin 98 b 

116 - llomtaohrift 1880, p.71. 

116 - Baoher, Vol.I, p.563, n.l. 
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the Jleaa1an1o Bra 1n whioh the 1natlona of tbe wor14 haft 

no parl. If-• aooept Baoh•'a <•pinion, and it .... more 

r•eonable than 1b a other, we et•• tbl t Slmlai o ona14 ere4 

Israel ( deepi ta 1te then unenTiELble poa1t1on) •• the moat 

fortual:;. m tion 1n t ba w orl4. J'o r Ia a el alone waa to ehare 

in tba ap1r1tual bllaa al the ~reat recl•pt1on perioct. 

Israel alone bad the pOlfwra tba1t would enable it to enjo7 

the o oming llgh t. 

!hie hopeflllneaa ot &11 ultimate balanoiqr of the 

90&1•• 1n Ieael'e faTor oan be ea•il7 un4eretood. Simlai 

had not been a bl.a to understand wb7 hie people, 11bom he 

oonoe1ve4 1n a moat ldealietlo light, ehould be a llffering 

while otmr nations who had 001J1tr1bute4 m thing to the 

epirl tual life ot hwianity. ehoiuld be triumphant and proe

peroua. Thie plainti'fe note ot miaunderatandi~ 1s 99idenoed 

when be pio turea Iarael ae orytns 117 "Oh Ruler ot the 

Oni'feree, beoa1-e at hie fJaa~] 118 three tears. Thou ba at 

•d• him Lord ot all the worldu If Baou woul4at but look 

upon our humiliation. am see how • pour out our very 11 'fea, 

hos mll>h quioker[wouldet Thou l~ring lJil to Salvatio~" 

And aa Simlai oould aee no hope for 'findioation 1n 

hi.a own da7, he too took refug1a in that apooalJPtio hope 

1n whioh 1he Jewa found eolaoe,119 Sometime, he belie'fe4, 

117 - Soh. Tov t o Psalm 80:6. Th1e •Y be oonneoted with 
Gm. Rabba 67:6. ;-i,i...,., 1s used 1.fl' both, and the 

1n p 1&1.n • at Paalm 80 :6 ia explained b7 the ..,.o .,~ 
ot Gm. Rabba o7 :6. 

118 - Identified with Rome. Aleo of. Raehl to Paalm 80:6. 

119 - Sanhedrin 97b. where it ia told that S1mla1 reokonet 
the cmcten t o1 the preeen1t ezlle. 
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the aituatian would be reftree4 and I•••l. nm tro44en bJ 

the nationa, would be natored to be r rightful af.pr-07. 

In a aaterl7 eermon, (pm babl7 the moat :tullJ 4eTelope4 

ae rmon 1n rabb1n1o 11terature) 1 Siml.ai cb'a•• a TiT id pio-

ture of that 4q. We ahall npeat it in detail. :for 1t ia 

an admirable ••mpte al t ha i•giza tiwe faoul t)' that ao 

eDliTena all hi• at&teMnta. l20 

In tbe :future. a7a S1mlai 1 lo4 will brlng a 

SOroll of tbe La• and la7 it 1n Hie lap am aa7: "Let tboee 

who M'f• oaouple4 themael'fee w1tb it 1 o ome and take their 

r .. ard." I1111ediatel7 the natio!ll ruah in, pellmell. Then 

God aa7a : "Let eaoh mtion o ome with its aoribea." Rome 

oome• tirat beoauae of ita lmpcrtanoe, am God ua - "How 

ha'fe you oaoup1ed 7oureelf w1 tb ltt" Rome r epl1ea, "We have 

laid mant roada, b uilt many publ1o bathe, heaped up& 

great deal of gold and s 11Ter, all in order that Israel 

might devote i tael:t to tbt !rorah. " 

"lools •" aa,i Goel, "all that you have done , you 

hfl't'e done tor your a.n eat.ea. You laid roads to aet harlots 

• 

an them: you butl t baths to enjoy yourael'fee 1n them. The 

gold and a 11Ter, moreoTe r , are mine 1 Ia the1'9 anyone among 

you who oan aake tbia (i.e. the Torah )121 known?" Rome then 
122 

w1thdrawa, abaahed, and Jereia entere the aoene. 

120 - !bod. Za ra 2a to 5b. 

121 - Aft.e r Deut. 4 :44 when ,.,.~T 1e med w1. th ~,, ... 
122 - Of . Sabbath 33b, where tn a oonveraa ti on between Altiba' • 

fupile, R. Jud.ab pl'&iaea Rome with t '1aae aame phraaea 
addi~ a ·,.,,..a "/ti' wbioh 1n the Talmail ia g1Ten to 

Pe111ia) and R.Simon b.Joohai traoee ita aooompliahment• 
to,ignoble moti'fea 1n the aame manner aa lloee the 
Talmud et or y. 
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God aakll Per•ia • too, "ROii have JOU eDEflged in the 

work of the Torah?" anl ?e nia IUlnal'a, "We haTe bl.111 t •n7 

brilgea, oaptUl'ed aaey oitie•. •de ian7 wan, ant all tor 

the aake of Iamel, 'that it might oooupy itaeU with the 

Tarah." Aaain, bowver, God anawera: "Yoaa have done it all 

for your c.n •kee. Yo11 have built bri411a to ezaot toll 

from them, and oonquend oitiea to make tbem tributariea. 

VOl'eovar • it 1a I who .icee wan I Ia the:m anyo11i1 among 

you who oan ate thie (1.et, the Torah) mown?" Peraia, 

too, leaTea, fepulaed, and the ama thing happens with 

all th e other nations. Bone oan anawer in the aff 1rmat1Te • ... 

The m tions then em11ae t beir untam111ar1 t7 w1 tb the Torah 

an the groun4 'that tha7 lad not reoeiTed it fmm God, aa 

bad Israel. "Ia t bt re an)'thing Tho11 baa t giTen u•~ " t.h 97 

ask God, "wbioh we baTe not tulfilledT" 

God then aakll, "He. haw you fulfilled the 'leTea 

Oommanclmenta?'" 123 Whereupon the nations oounte:r with tbe 

quer7, "Jim has Iara el tulf illed them?" God off e l'8 to 

testify in Israel' a behalf, b11t the m tions rule llim 011t 

beoaus a father oannot testify far a eon, and God baa 

oalled Israel Hie tiret-bom. 124 Gotl then brings the Heaven 

and Earthae testifying to Isnel' e tul.fillmant of tbe lawa, 

but the nations ala 1m that their teatimo~ litewiae 1a 

invalid.125 So God bi:l.nSB, tor the nations, aa~J•i•t 

123 - The Boaohian laws, euppoaed to ha-ye been n Tealacl, 
before the Torah, to all peoplee. 

124 - Ct. Ex. 4:22 

125 - On a baaie of Jer.33:26. Ct. aleo tbs tradition whioh 
Raab Lakieh quotes here Ca• a oomment to Gen.l:Zl) that 
Heaven and Earth an dependant for 1he 1r aziatenoe on 
Ismel'e aooeptanoe at the law. Cf.Sabbath 88a tanoh .....,.,a. 

I 
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w1tneaaee to Ierael'a :t14el1t1. limrod who teetif1n that 

Abraham nfuecl to eene 1401.a; Laban, that Jaoob nfra1ne4 

:trom robbeey; Potiphar•a wife, t.bat Joaeph would not oomm1t 

ac1Ulter1; lebuabataeszar, that Obananla, Jl1eohael, am 

.&saria wo\lld not bow to hie ima91. and Darlua, t.ba t Daniel 

olung to hi• pra1en. (Jlliphas, Bildad and Zophar, alao 

are mmt4, but the purpoae 1a not given. Perbapa it 1e to 

teetifJ to the J•i•h ateadfutneea 1n belief cl a.ring euf

fering). 

!be m t1om, thm de:teatecl, pra1 for another 

ohanoe. The1 aet to beg1Ten the Law onoe more, promiaing now 

to.obaene it. Go4 •ornful.lJ •111. "You toole. He who baa 

bua ied himself 1n pnparation :tor t.b• Sabbath will have 

food an the Sabbath. He who baa not - wb1 ehoul.d he eat?" 

But He naverthelea1 giTea t btm a tri'fi&l oommandment to 

per:torm - the law pertaining w the "Bllklcah." The nations 

then aoatter am build booths cm their roof••· but when t.he 

IUll growa warm, Uley 1maed1a tely gi'fe 1n ancl :toraake them, 

while Goel. 1n Bia Beaven, moolta and lA ugha. 

!hie pmre rful atoey re'fe•la to ua llalai•a 

fervent feeling• u regai·de the nations of the world and 

their ral.ationa to Iaael. The 4ay wo\lld o ome when Ierael, 

spiritual 1n &ll ita autferinga, would be cl8livend bJ~ tllat 

apiritmlit1: when -11 the ph1aioa1, aaterial reaouroee 

o:t the othar people• would avail them nought, And the 

great preaober etreaeea her ein the di:t:terem e between Israel 
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and the otbera (showing, at the aame t1111, a re•rtable 

app:mo1ation for the oontr1but1ona to hiatort •de by tbe 
126 

T•rio'lla mt1one ot the world). Isnel 1a d la tinguiebed 

by its ab1li ty to aee and understand eplri tual trutha. It 

1a Iaael alone, he ill()liea, who oan graap md hl:till the 

m•ning of the !orah. The othera :find their Tirtuee in 

yario1.11 oonatl"W>tiTe program• - all of them, haweTer, 

mater1al1•tio, and therefore futile on the Judgment Day. 

Our preaent ab1111'6' to man and eT&luate tJie oontributiona 

o:t the gr•t world powfte, oan bring u.a to no olearer oon

oeption Oil their nlAtianahip to Israel than that presented 

ua by S1mlal. J'or, a.ay what we will, Israel's great.eat gift 

to humanity wae - and remains - a epiritual one. ~e oan but 

•nel at the perapioaoity ot thie aa@Jlt who looked eo far 
127 

into past and fut11rel 

There remain now, as we oonolude t.hia paper, a 

few of Simlai's atatementa thut fall into none of the 

126 - It 1e in tel'eat1ng to note bow Simlai gauges the 
trend of world history. Romt he pioturee as having 

raohed ite height, mile be makes warfare ~ 
outatandiJW obaraoterietioe of the rieing 
neo -Pentanal 

127 - The beginning of thie famous sermon 1e lnaert.ed in 
Peaikta 186b - e-.idently, aa Baoher points out, an 
inaerti0n. Cf. Bachar, Vol.I, p.666,n.3. A digeat 
of it 1a given by JelliDAlt in hie Beth Bamidraah 
(VI, P.60) in the mme of Ohmina b.Papa. Tanoh. a•cao1w 
Ohap.9, hae a similar digest 1n the mme of 
Obama b. Chanina. 
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.three oategorlee whloh • baTe 1111ntioned. Comenting on 

Gceaia 8:6, Simlai tella us 128 that he oame to A4am with 

quiet, delibexa- purpose, showing him that fl"Om a rational 

point o:t view, be ought to eat at the :tol'bi4den f1"111t."Do 

7ou think," abe a eta him, "that another lft will be oreated 

:tor 7ou 1:t I die!" or that you will be able to oontinue a

lone in a desolate world?" Perb&P9 the antbor, unwilling 

to belieTe that man a ina on ... J' pretext, whlhed to portray 

the powerful argument that le neoeaeary to na7 him. Por 

El'a ahos• that Adaa•a :fate 1e oloaely linked with here, and 

that a Ten i:t he does not eat, the result :tor him will be the 

eame as i:t he does. Or perhape Simlai aug@llete here the 

tremendous in:tluenoe that loTe of woman plays in a man's 

li:te. 

In another paasag9 .129 Simlai t.akea the a ••..t i,,,,,, ..... 

o:t Geneaia 36:11 aa a hint at the ille~l aanotuary of the 

tribe o:t Dan • 

With leap sympathy for woman. Simla! explains 

why the tett in Levi tioua 15:33 reads and 

not i\" T .... ~ "'"" n• .130 Woman, he says. baoaus e of her 

very natun. mu.at go thru more oleaneing periods than man. 
131 

Therefore. the Torah usee the ward iHT whioh implies great 

128 - Gen. Rabba 19 :8 

129 - Gen. Rabba 82: 6 

130 - Levit, Rabba 19:6 

131 - Cf. Gen, Rabb& 88 :l; Yebam 47a. 
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a\l:t fer ing • 

The ve ra e 1n the Song o:t Songs 3 : '1, Simlai in-

terpr eta ae n:terring to the division at the Temple Servioe.188 

F1na111. 1n tl'lother i:aaaap, 133 S1mla1 ah09a a r emartable 

me.led SI o:t the embryonio growth at the human being, dea• 

oribing rather aooura tely 8119 poe i tion of the ohild while 

in tm womb. Where he pioted up auoh knowledge, and whether 

be made praotioal uae o:t it, •• haTe no mems at determ1n1-g. 

Thie• 1hen, waa Simlai. paaeingly referred to 

aa at the f 1ret gene re ti on of Amoraim. Hie life work oan 

be enda.d with no great authority. Bo aaaaive oode bears 

hie nama. Hie monument 1e one of apiri tual wlue. at onoe 

more ethereal and laating than the Qithera. 

152 - Num. Rabb& 11 :8: Shit Rab'ta 3 :12 

183 - N idah 30b • 

168H30 
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