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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

When I first saw the Los Angeles City College Hillel

House, it seemed like an interesting place to work. It
was certainly a homey place. In the middle of Heliotrope
Street across from the administrative offices of the
cocllege, it could have been mistaken for a four family
residence if it were not for the sign on the front door
which read "Hillel House" and a plaque recognizing the
Jewish Community Foundation for the funds which made the
building possible. The inside was as homey as the out-

side. Covering all the walls were pictures of Israel and |

signs announcing Jewish activities. There were comfort-
able chairs, books and magazines, and a stereo. There was
only one thing missing, one thing vital to the survival ofi
the institution--people. |
I first became interested in the Hillel at Los
Angeles City College (LACC) in the winter of 1976, when it|
was discussed as a possible part of my fieldwork. It was
thought that I might be able to lead a group there or do
some outreach work on campus with the students. The actual
components f the placement were vague but would be more

defined after I had seen the house. The absence of people,
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however, limited the possibilities of a direct service
assignment. Thus, the field placement became an investi-
gative assignment-- t) find the constituency of this insti-
tution and to clarify its needs.

The first step of any community organizer or planner
is to define the problem. The problem here was that a once
lively Hillel House was empty. But why was this house
empty? Where were the students who had once used it?

What are the needs of the Jewish students? How might these
needs be met most effectively?

After spending one semester interviewing teachers and
Hillel administrators, I began asking the Jewish students
what they felt. I realized that the students connected
with Hillel were by no means the only Jewish students on
campus. However, there appeared to be no good way of
locating them during the 197¢-1977 academic year. In the
past, religious preference cards had been a way of finding
out who the identified Jews were on campus. This optional
form had been included in the LACC registration packet and
the completed cards had been given to the various religious
organizations on campus. The administration of Los Angeles
City College had not sent out relicgious preference cards
this year. Without this source of Jewish names, the Hillel
mailing list was all I had.

The Hillel list consisted of eighty-five names. This
was the up-to-date list of people who were receiving all

current Hillel mailings. A letter was sent to each of the
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pecple on the list introducing me and the purpose of my
study. I was delighted with the response to this mailing.
It showed that people still cai z2d about Hillel. Another
piece of evidence that people ca.ed was that invariably, |

when I was at the house interviewing, someone just

"happened" to drop by. Since no hours were posted out-
side, it is reasonable to conclude .that if the door had
been open more often more people would have come to Hillel.

LACC is located in a "changing neighborhood." |

Living in such a neighborhood means, as Yona Ginsberg puts
it, "constantly adjusting to the process of change."l A
few years ago many vital Jewish organizations were located
near-by: the Jewish Federation-Council, the Cedars of
Lebanon Hospital and the recently threatened Hollywood- |
Los Feliz Jewish Community Center.

Those institutions have left, along with the 1
wealthier Jews who were able to move. As is typical in
the case of a changing neighborhood, it is the elderly and |
poor Jews who are left behind near LACC. The Los Angeles |
Jewish Federation-Council's report on the Jewish poor i
identifies this neighborhood as a poverty area. The repord
done recently for the Jewish Centers Association r:eccmurw_-nd—l|
ed that the Hollywood-Los Feliz Center be re-evaluated be-

cause it was no longer serving Jews in a Jewish area. The

lYona Ginsberg, Jews in a Changing Neighborhood (New
York: The Free Press, 1975), p. 2.
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most recent population study by the Jewish Federation-
Council pointed out that the Jewish population in this
area has been decreasii y and only recently took an up-
swing, possibly reflect.ng the settling of Russian immi-

grants in this area.

In the late sixties the Jewish college student was
the focus of much study and concern. Sociologists were i

trying to discover why Jewish students were so often the

leaders in the radical movements on the college campus, i
the Jewish community was designing new ways to serve the |
students, and many articles were written about the typica1|
Jewish college student. Today, the Jewish college studentI
is no longer the topic for so much discussion, though, it
would be wrong to conclude from this that the college |
campus is a utopia for the Jewish student. |

Another topic which received a lot of attention in |
Jewish circles in the late sixties was the "discovery" of .
the Jewish poor. Until Ann Wolfe's article, "The Invisible
Jewish Poor," appeared in 1971 there had really been 1itt1;
awareness in the Jewish community that poor Jews existed.
Cnce this problem had been exposed, there was a plethora of
material in the Jewish media on Jews suffering poverty, and
research was conducted in many large cities.

Today, however, the Jewish poor, too, receive little

coverage in the media. Unfortunately, as with the Jewish

college student, this lack does not mean that the problem

has vanished. 1In this thesis, I will examine some of the




5

problems of the less affluent Jewish college student in
1977. I will be using thre Jewish students at LACC as a
paradigm of what happer : to Jewish students on a "Third
World" campus in a chanying neighborhocd. A third world
campus is used here as a short hand term to refer to a
campus with a multi-ethnic population and a large majority
of individuals from disadvantaged groups. It is not used
to imply militancy as it might have in the sixties.

Los Angeles City College is one of the nine

1
l

|
community colleges in the Los Angeles system. It has been

a community college (a two year school) since 1929 before
which time it was the campus of UCLA. It is located at
855 North Vermont Avenue near the Hcllywood ané Golden
State Freeways, and is easily accessible by bus.2 The
school is a 40 acre complex with 24,000 students and 700
faculty members. Estimates of the numbter of Jewish
students run from 200-1500. LACC is officially accredited
by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and is
fully approved under the regulations of the California
State Department of Education.

Students come to LACC for a variety of reasons:

(a) tc complete a one vear certificate program
for entry level job skills in a career field,

(b) to attain an Associate in Arts degree in a
career or liberal arts field,

See appendix for map showing location of LACC.




6

(c) to satisfy the lower division general educa-
tion requirements for transfer to a four-
year college or university,

(d) to brush up on knowledge or skills perti-
nent to the. r jobs or take courses which
help them tc¢ advance in their chosen pro-
fessions,

(e) or simply to increase their knowledge and
feed their interest in certain subjects.3

It is not difficult to be admitted to LACC. The
requirements are that one be eighteen years old or a high
school graduate, a United States citizen or permanent
resident and that one has lived in California for one year
or more, and presently resides in the Los Angeles Community

College District. Once z student is accepted at LACC !

tuition is free except for non-residents who do pay a fee. |
Courses are offered in both the day and evening |
sessions to make it possible for those who work full-time
to participate. There is also an outr=ach program which
offers courses at satellite centers throughout the com-
munity. Senior adults may attend all community services
courses and activities free by obtaining a free Gold Card
from the Community Services office. There is a vast selec-
tion of courses at LACC. Some of these include: architec-
ture, urban vplanning, nuclear medical technology, business
law, radio broadcasting. There is a listing of fifteen

possible courses in Judaica and Hebrew, but only an average

of three of these courses are offered per semester.

2
“LACC campus Map and Guide, 1976-1977.
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While conducting the interviews for this research, T
learned more about the rchool and the functions of Hillel.

Two days after T had sent out the initial letters
requesting cooperation from prospective interviewees -- I

" had not even bequn to check my mail box daily for return-

ing postcards -- I received a call from one of my rcespon-

dents. I would have thought nothing of it except that it
was past midnight and I was home alone. I was eager to
set up an appointment for my first interview but was wary
of meeting him alone at the Hillel House. Instead I
agreed to meet for an interview on the steps of the ‘
library at LACC. He had spoken with an English accent and |
had said that he was a religious studies major. I came
dutifully to the library to sit on the steps and await his
arrival. As I waited, I watched the students on their way
to and from classes and I trisd to guess who my guest would
be. I would never have guessed him to be the tall black |
man with an English accent who came up to me and said,

"You must be Ms. Kruger." We conducted the interview on

¢ bench on the LACC campus in the sun. As he poured out

his story and waved to all his friends and acquaintances,

| I wrote down key phrases and reminded myself that I would

ihenceforth assume nothing at all.

If there is one thing which I learned from working on|

this thesis, it is that one cannot assume anything at all
\about LACC Hillel. This point was brought home to me again

Lin another interview. I had made a basic assumption that l
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all the people I interviewed would be Jewish because they
were all on the Hillel mailirg list. Half way through my
interview, I tried to ascert :in which branch of Judaism
my interviewee was affiliatec with or inclined toward. He
answered "Write down goy." I was sure that he had mis-
understood me and I repeated my guestion several times in
slightly different ways to try to get him to understand.
He understood perfectly; it was I who did not understand.
He simply had not been born Jewish. He was a Unitarian
who was seriously thinking about converting to Judaism be-
cause of his positive experience with Hillel, but he was
not Jewish and had never claimed to be.

I could also not assume that all who were involved
with Hillel were young students. Several times during the
interviewing process, I felt like an outreach worker for
the Jewish Family Service. I went to the homes of several
elderly women and talked to others on the phone. For some
of these individuals I was the only human contact during
the day and they were more than eager to talk to me.

Several times when I was at the Hillel House for an
interview, someone would just happen by because the door
was open. There was one young man who cawe in to daven in
the early afternoon. I never conducted a formal interview
with him but I learned his feelings about Hillel and also
his feelings about women: He would not stay in the house
with me unless the door was open. An Orthodox woman, who

also dropped in a2 few times, told me of the shidduch which
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had been arranged for her in New York, and that after she
wrote to her suitor for z few months and went to visit him
in New York she would pr ;bably marry him. This conversa-
tion helped mpen my eyes to an entire Jewish world about
which I knew little.

Never did a day of interviewing pass without an

incident. One day toward the end of the process the

director showed me a sign which she had fcund on the Hillel
House front door. It read: "Bring this Hillel back now! 1
Let's try to revive Hillel."

Every researcher comes to his or her study with
certain biases. I was no different. I had come from a

small Lutheran college in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Our

Hillel had no advisor, except a nominal one -- a full-time
congregational rabbi -- znd no place to meet except in i
classrooms. Therefore, when I saw the LACC Hillel House, !
I loved it, and was jealous that I had not had such a
facility at my college. I was angry and frustrated that |
no one was using the house and wanted it to be open and
alive,

I felt that keeping the house at LACC as a Hillel
House was a cruel tease. The community seemed to be making
conflicting statements to the Jewish students at LACC. On
one hand, it was: "Look we have a house! Look we are

here when you need us! There is a Jewish presence on

campus!'" On the other hand, the door to the Hillel was

locked. <Jeople had once been very connected to the Hillel

——
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House. One couple had even decided to be married at the
house because they had -aet there and it held so many
memories for them.

I could only conclude that the Jewish community was
abandoning this group of often poor, and troubled Jews --
and leaving them to fend for themselves. It gave me a
sense of helplessness to meet with people for one hour,
hear about all their troubles and then say good-bye. I
wished that I could promise them something concrete. All 1|
could do was assure them that I was thankful for their time

and their sharing. I promised that I would study their

situation and present their problem systematically, and
that, hopefully, the people in charge would read this
study, listen to what they had to say, and act accordingly.
What follows is, I hope, a fulfillment of that
promise. I hope that I will be a clear loud voice for a

forgotten people who have trusted me to speak for them.




THAPTER II

"HILLEL, THE JEWISH STUDENT AND
A CHANGING NEIGHEORHOOD"

The Hillel Foundation was developed by B'nai B'rith
as the campus agency dedicated to serve the needs of
Jewish students. Today the Hillel at LACC is one of over
260 Hillel organizations throughout the country. The
first Hillel was established in 1923 at the University of
Illinois. A pamphlet written by Alfred Jospe, A Handbook
for Student Leaders, outlines the functions of Hillel as
follows:

(1) to give Jewish students a deepened under-
standing of their Jewish heritage,

(2) to strengthen their identification with
Jewish life, and the Jewish community,

(3) to serve as the bearer and spokesman of the
Jewish wvalue heritage in the academic
community and

(4) to help enrich the personal life,of the
Jewish student as an individual.

Hillel organizations are meant to serve all Jewish
students regardless of background. The question of who is

a Jewich student is answered in another Hillel pamphlet

4A1fred Jospe,A Handbook for Student Leaders (Washing-
ton, D. C.: B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, 1967), p. 7.

11
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called Operation Hillel:

Anyone who ra2gards himself as a member of
the Jewish -ommunity may register or affi-
liate. The Jewish community and its
campus agen 'y, the Hillel Foundation,
offers the hcspitality of its programs and
activities freely to all students regard-
less of race, creed or national origin.
However, it offers membership -~ the right
to affiliate -- only to those students wno
look upon themselves as members of the
Jewish community ang who wish to identify
themselves with it.

Hillel can be seen as a composite of a student
synagogue, an institution sponsoring cultural, educational

and social programs and a counseling agency. It has been

envisioned as a home away from home for the student who is |

making the transition between his'parents' home and his

own independence.

Most students in college are going through Erikson's

stage of identity vs. identity diffusion and as a result
are questioning and molding their Jewish identity.6
Hillel is a place where the students should be able to
come with their questions.

Hillel at LACC is part of the Extension peogram cof
the Los Angeles Hillel Council. By reading in sccrapbooks
of fading yellow newsprint one can see that LACC Hillel

once was a model of what a Hillel can be. In 1947,

5A1fred Jospe, Operation Hillel (Washington, D. C.:
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, Yy D 20.

®Erix Erikson, Identity, Youth,and Crisis (New York:
W. W. Norton and Co., Inc., I§68), Passim, pp. 155-196.

|
|
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Dr. Abram L. Sachar, one of the organizers of Hillel and
later the National Director fror 1933 to 1947, is quoted
as saying: "Hillel at Los Ang: .es City College is
recognized as one of the most ac:ive and progressive
groups throughout the country."7
In 1969 after having occupied various offices,
Hillel at LACC obtained the house on Heliotrope Street.
The plaque inside the house reads: [
In tribute to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Federman
and Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hirsch. In appre-
ciation for the creation of the Sara
Federman Hirsch Kuttnauer Endowment Fund
of the Jewish Community Foundation.
Today Hillel Foundations are financial partners with
the Federations in their communities. The national
organization of B'nai B'rith is not able to offer a suffi-

ciently sizeable amount of money to be an equal partner in

this arrangement. More than half of dillel's funding now

comes from Federation. In Los Angeles, the Los Angeles
Hillel Council was the fourth highest recipient of funds |
from Federation in the 1975-76 budget year. Only the
Jewish Centers Association, the Bureau of Jewish Education
and the Jewish Family Service received larger amounts. Th
community acknowledyes the historic and fis-cal link between
B'nai B'rith and Hillel, but does not regard Hillel as an

internal B'nai B'rith agency like the B'nai B'rith Youth

Tepom the LACC Hillel Scrapbook, 1947.

N
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Organization. Since 1971 the major source of funding for
campus Jewish activities in Los Angeles has come from the
Jewish Federation-Coun¢ il of Greater Los Angeles.8 The
decision of the Los Ang:les Jewish Federation-Council not
to develop its own college agency, but to work within the
framework established by B'nai B'rith, is a practical one
based on the following: (1) B'nai B'rith has developed
expertics- specific to college students and (2) B'nai
B'rith had an investment in a physical plant, i.e., a
building, a Hillel director and basic maintenance and
programming.9

A consequence of the fact that the Los Angeles
Federation is the major source of income for the Hillel
Foundation is that in a year like 1976 when the campaign
is not up to par, the Hillel organizations suffer, and
problems arise with regard to the continuity of Hillel at
LACC.

In 1976, the Los Angeles Hillel Council was told
that it had received a 12.5 percent budget cut. After

much deliberation, it was decideda that this cut would be

8Neil Peisner, Jewish Los Angeles: A Guide (Los
Angeles: Los Angeles Jewish Federation-Council, 1976),
p. 45. —

905car Groner, "Hillel and the Jewish Community:
Changing Relationships and Their Policy Implications,"
The Test of Time. ed. Alfred Jospe (Washington, D. C.:
B'nai B'rith %illel Foundation, 1974), p. 49.
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absorbed almost entirely by two programs: Davka, the
Hillel student magazine, would not b« funded, and LACC
Hillel would receive an 80 percent -ut in alliocatiecn.
LACC Hillel was hit by this cut far more than the Hillels

at the University of California at Los Angeles or the

University of Southern California. Instead of two full-
time people who worked at Hillel in 1975-76, there would be
one part-time coordinator who would work twenty hours. \
Instead of the house being open all day and on some
evenings to accommodate the evening students, the house
could be open only from 10:00-2:00 every day. Much of the
coordinator's time would have to be spent in the mainten-
ance of the building and secretarial duties. Ncot only weré
the hours cut back, but programs were also terminated: I
There is no longer a student rabbi available at LACC;
There are no more interfaith activities and the two
counseling groups which were run by Jewish Family Service
are no longer in existence. Last year there were weekend ‘
retreats, classes on Israel and Zionism, Hanukkah parties
in the house and on campus. This year the only activity
is the luncheon programs with speakers on such topics as
the Jewish media, Jewisk feminism, the U. S. election,
Soviet Jewry,Tay-Sachs prevention, Jewish secular culture
and gay Jews -- and all were poorly attended.

Although LACC Hillel is quiet and empty, one should
not assume that there are no more Jewish students at LACC.

Because there are no vocal Jewish students, one should not
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assume it is proper to make-decisions without soliciting
student opinions. Instead et us examine the specific
factors which add to the tnique situation at LACC.

LACC is a commuter s ‘'hool, which means that many
students come for classes and then leave. Students fre-
quently work full-time or have other more pressing priori-
ties than extra-curricular activities. Many are poor,
with concerns about day-to-day survival. LACC is a two
year college where most students are preparing for a job
immediately after they graduate. This vocational orienta-
tion is not only a function of a two year college, but also
a result of the seventies, a time when economic instability
drives students to be much more job-oriented than in the six-
ties. Jewish students are affected by their small numbers

on this "Third World" campus, and since LACC does not exist
l

in a vacuum the entire situation is influenced by the
neighborhood surrounding LACC. The fact that LACC is a
commuter school makes programming difficult. No one lives
bn campus in a dormitory; everyone comes to school for
clanses and then leaves. Some commuter campuses have a
practice of not scheduling classes during a certain Lime
period to allow time for club meetings, etc. This is not
done at LACC. In the past, activities at Hillel were sche-
Hduled during lunch periods and on weekends. In his article
in Clearing House, a professional bulletin for Hillel
directors and counselors, Frank A. Fischer makes some sug-

gjestions on ways to deal with this problem: "Hillel

L

— |
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activities ought to be directed toward the development of
a sense of linkage with cthe Jewish campus community."10
Another point wh. ©h must be understood is that
college students today c<re more concerned about the economy
than students were in the sixties. As Rabbi Ramie Arian,
of the UAHC College Education Department, stated in a
letter to the researcher, students are interested in work-
ing and making money in their free time. '"Students are not
likely to go on expensive prcgrams, and are not willing to
give up time they could be earning money."11
Some say that the college campus in 1977 can be
characterized by greater apathy and a decline of group
activitism. The students of the seventies, unlike the pro-
testers of the sixties, (but perhaps, similar to the colle-
gians of the fifties) are interested in achieving economic

12

security. This 1977 atmosphere has, according to

Windmueller, "weakened the capacity of Jewish programs to
attract and to sustain student input and to expand ser-

vices.13

10prank A. Fischer, "Programming with Commuter Stu-

dents,"” Clearing House, February, 1977, p. 6.

1lietter from Rabbi Ramie Arian to the researcher,
dated: March 4, 1977.

lznavid A. Grodberg, "Reaching out to the Jewish Stu-
dent on the Campus," A Conference paper from the Annual
Conference of the National Association of Jewish Center
Workers, 1967, p. 49.

steven Windmueller, "The Jewish College Scene," in
New Directions in the Jewish Family and Community. ed.
Gilbert S. Rosenthal (New York: Federation of Jewish

\Philanchropies of New York, 1974).
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Jewish students can be seen as falling into five
broad categories: (i) the activist, (b) the liberal,

(c) the metropolitar, (d) the Jewish fraternity student,
and (e) the marginal Jew. Briefly, the activists, as
their name implies, are the leadership students and those
involved in political action. Liberal students respond to
issues raised by activists but in a milder form. The
Jewish fraternity student elects to socialize with fellow
Jews but for the most part is poorly educated Jewishly.
The marginal Jew wrestles with himself over whether to
identify as a Jew. The Jewish student at LACC fits into
the metropolitan category.

The metropolitan student has the following charac-
teristics: (1) The student may not have the funds or the
high school average necessary to attend an Ivy League
school. (2) The student may have other pressing reasons
for staying at home during his or her college career.

(3) The student may be working part-time or full-time
while pursuing a college degree, often six credits a
semester. (4) Students are not revolutionary, but eager

to 'make it' in the "Establishment." (5) Students have

to contend with many problems of the metropolis. (6) Stu-

dents may feel that social currents -- and particularly the

black movement -- are threatening their drive to the top

and, therefnre, may identify with more conservative forces

|
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on campus.14

These students r«:present the lower middle class or
the first generation Aierican family and their educational
goals frequently differ from those of the upper middle
class. Steven Windmueller feels these students tend to be
politically conservative and religiously traditional or
Orthodox. On the metropolitan campuses of state university
systems and community colleges where these students are
found, Jewish students have allowed other ethnic and

racial groups to achiasve control over student funding and

campus policy making. This is due largely to the fact {
that the Jewish students come to school and frequently
leave immediately for home or work. It is exactly this
population of Jewish students -- those in the two year ‘
community college -- who require attention from communal
agencies but who have been losing out to their peers at
four year schools.ls
The description of the Jewish metropolitan student
is not radically different from a description of all 1

students at LACC. Each year a gquidance examination is

14Donald Feldstein. "The Jewish College Student and
the Jewish Community," Jewish Community Center Program
Aids, Vol. 31. No. 2. Spring, 1970, pp. 4-5. Also in

Linzer, The Jewish Family-A Compendium, p. 141.

15steven Windmueller, "The Jewish College Scene," in
New Direction in the Jewish Family and Community, ed. by
Gilbert Rosenthal, (New York: Federation of Jewish Philan-
thropies of New York, 1974) p. 38l1.
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administered to all entering students at LACC. In con-
junction with this test, the nes students are invited to
complete an optional questionneire called the American
Council on Education Student Information Form. The
responses to this form are printed by the Research Depart-
ment at LACC in the form of "Some Characteristics and
Opinions of LACC Entering Students." 1In 1976, 1,739 stu-
dents completed the questionnaire. Of these 913 were
full-time first time freshmen, 611 were transfers and 215
were part-time students. Some of the conclusions of this
study give a better picture of the kind of college LACC
is.

LACC students tend to be older than the national
norm for two year colleges. Eighteen percent of the LACC
freshmen are over twenty-one years of age, which is about
four times greater than the national norm. Nationally,
the number of students of minority ethnic background in
the freshmen classes runs fifteen percent while at LACC,
78 percent of freshmen, 80 percent of part-time and 69
percent of transfer students are in this category. LACC
freshmen also include more veterans than the national
group. In terms of political leanings, LACC students
follow the national trends. There has been an increase in
the number of students who identify themselves as "middle
of the road" and a decrease In those who consider them-

selves liberal or far left and conservative or far right.

A strong interest among students in Fine Arts and Business
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as major fields of study was found at LACC. Eighty

percent of the entering freshmen at LACC said that they
plan to go on to earn a Bachelor's degree, a percentage

which is about the same as the national norm. LACC

students differ from the national group in that they feel
all public colleges should have open admissions -- that
students from disadvantaged social backgrounds should be
given preferential treatment in college admissions.

Another respect in which the LACC students differ radic-

ally from the national norm is in the median income of
their parents. For freshmen at LACC the median parental
income was approximately $7,900, about $6,000 below the '
national norm.

The statistics on the current religious preference
of the freshman class show a very interesting development.
For the five years before 1976 the percentage of freshmen
who listed Jewish as their religious preference has been
decreasing as follows:

1971 -- 6.3
1972 -- 5.1
1973 -- 4.4
1974 -- 3.5
1975 -- 2.5

In 1976, however, this figure rose to 3.8 percent

which is higher than the national norm of 2.1 percent.

The figures for the part-time and transfer students do not

|

16These are the priorities of the majority of LACC 1
studdnts,not necessarily the Jewish students at LACC.
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show any trend. Part-time students showed a total of 7
percent as opposed to a nacional figure of 6.6 percent
and transfer students shc ved a figure of 5.5 percent as
opposed to a national figuce of 4.5 percent.17

According to a fact sheet obtained from the Research

Department at LACC, the ethnic distribution of the
students at LACC for 1975 was one-third Black, one-~third
Caucasian and one-third other minorities - largely Mexican
Americans and Orientals. The Jewish students (a small--
non-specified -- fraction of the Caucasians) are a numeri-
cal minority on campus. One Jewish teacher at LACC who
was interviewed for this study referred to LACC as a
"Black School" and said that many Jewish students are
fleeing to Los Angeles Valley College. The neighborhood !
surrounding LACC is also populated by many minority groups:
Blacks, Chicanos, Koreans, Thais, Cambodians, and
Palestinians.

One can gather much from the dates in which Jewish
buildings were erected in this neighborhood. The Holly-
wood Los Feliz Jewish Community Center and the Jewish
Federation-Council building were both built in 1951.
Today, only twenty-five years later, the neighborhood has
gone through enormous changes. The Jewish Federation-

Council has left and the Hollywood Los Feliz Jewish

17Vance Stine. "Some Characteristics and Opinions of
LACC Entering Students," Fall, 1976: A Report on Responses

to the A.C.E. 1976 Information Form." Research Study
. No, 77-3, LACC February, 1977.
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Community Center was threatened with closing in 1976.18

The Cedars of Lebanon Hospital was also located in
this area. When it moved rece itly, more than a Jewish
hospital left the neighborhood. Many of the Jewish people
who worked there moved west -- along with their jobs --
thus affecting the Jewish population.lg

It is possible to draw many parallels between the
neighborhood of Mattapan, Massachusetts, described by

Yona Ginsberg in her book, Jews in a Changing Neighbor-

hood, and this neighborhood near LACC. Both are changing
neighborhoods, i.e., neighborhoods where Jews once lived
in large numbers, but where today the Jews who are left
behind are mostly poor and elderly. It is a neighbornood
where housing is being transferred from the white to the

black market, and where many older people do not go out at

18A study on the Jewish Centers in the Greater Los
Angeles area suggested that immediate attention be given
to the Hollywood Los Feliz Jewish Community Center with
its "decreasing Jewish population." It also pointed out

that there has been little Jewish population growth in the |

immediate area near the center. 1In 1976 the center was
threatened with closing. A 'save the center' committee
was formed by the irate members and a protest was held iu
front of Federation. The result was that the center got
funding for a year. The Hollywood Los Feliz Jewish Com-

munity Center was the squeaky wheel which got the oil
while the Hillel at LACC was cut extensively. Because
there was no protest the decision was presumed to be
valid.

19 rom comments made by Ted Kanner quoted in the Los
Angeles Times View Section in an article about the Holly-
wood Los Feliz Jewi:z. Community Center situation --"The
Struggle to Keep Los Feliz Alive," Augqust 8, 1976, p. 1.

|
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night.20 Loneliness and isolation, frequent character-
istics of old age, are -einforced by lack of security
and support in a neigh. orhood. Many older people stay in
a changing neighborhood because they can not afford to
move, or as Cowan says: "Older people like to stay in a

neighborhood for its Jewishness which is no longer
21

there."
A neighborhood does not begin to lose its status

when minorities move in. The process begins before this

when other neighborhoods become more prestigious. In Los

Angeles, these prestigious neighborhoods are in the west

closer to the ocean. Once minorities move in, however,
the neighborhoods tend to change from white to black.
Of course Mattapan and the neighborhood near LACC !
are not the only examples of changing neighborhoods, nor |
is the trend irreversible. Spiegler,in an article in the |

Journal of Jewish Communal Service, speaks about the city

of Cleveland where the Federation is encouraging young
families to move into a changing neighborhood by providing |
loans. Spiegler states that "the stabilization of Jewish ]

neighborhoods in transitional urban areas is a preoccupa-

20Ybna Ginsberg, Jews in a Changing Neighborhood,
(New York: The Free Press, 1975)] p. 4.
21

Paul Cowan, "Jews Without Money Revisited" in Poor
Jews: An American Awakening, p. 44.
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tion of many Jewish Federation Agencies."zz

However, in
neither Los Angeles nor Toston (Mattapan) is this kind of
stabilization effort eviient. Some quotes from Jews in a

Changing Neighborhood illustrate this point.

The closing of the Jewish institutions
and the out-migration of Jewish neigh-
bors had a strong impact on the Mattapan
Jews not because they lost close friends
or were suddenly deprived of vital ser-
vices but because this was an indication
that Mattapan Bad ceased to be a Jewish
neighborhood.2

(One Mattapan resident commented on what
he perceived to be the attitude of the
Jewish community:)

They wrote Mattapan off because it was ‘
an aging community and money didn't

come from here. They invested in other

places like [suburbaf) Newton and Randolph |

where younger people live.24 |
|

The literature is filled with writings about the poor Jews
in changing neighborhoods abandoned by their institu-
tions.25

223amue1 Spiegler, "Stabilizing a Changing Neighbor- ‘
hood,"” Journal of Jewish Communal Service, Winter, 1974,
P- 221,

23Ginsberg, op. cit., p. 198.
24Ginsberg, op. cit., p. 153.

|
|
|
258ee Rabbi Jack Simcha Cohen, "A Coordinated Responsé
to Jewish Poverty," Jewish Poverty Issues, (New York:
Metropolitan N. Y. Coordinating Council on Jewish Poverty,
1972) and
Jerome M. Comar, "Our Jewish Poor: How Can They Be
Served?" in Pcor Jews: An American Awakening, (New
Jersey: Transaction Books, 1974),

s
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There is a tendency on the part of federations to
deploy funds in areas where people are likely to be able
to make sizeable donation .. Federations must collect

money to exist and it is easier to raise money from people|
who have it. However, can people who have once been |
affiliated be disregarded because they no longer have
money?

Los Angeles, it is estimated, has 30,000 Jewish poor
households. Put into perspective this means that one out |
of every six households falls within the poverty cate- ,
gory.z6 In the East-Hollywood Temple Street area -- |
whose zip codes correspond to most of the addresses to
which letters were sent for this study (90027, 90029,
90026) -- it is estimated that there are 1500 Jewish poor |
households. (The concept of Jewish poor is defined in
this study as a Jewish household with total cash income
under $4,000). The neighborhood near LACC can thus claim
the dubious honor of being a full-fledged Jewish poverty
area, meaning that one or more percent of all presumably
poor Jewish households are to be found here. |

Besides locating the poor in Los Angeles, the Task
Force study also shed some light on the needs of the

Jewish poor. For example, poor Jews were found to be less

26These results are taken from the report of the Task
Fcrce on the Jewish Poor in Los Angeles, appointed by the
Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles, in
April, 1972.

=
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likely to affiliate with Jewish organizations. Jewish '

poor were more likely to br at loose ends and alienated.

The aged poor were found o be in need of a sense of worth- 4

whileness. Most of the Jewish poor are elderly.

"Poverty strikes more very old and very young people than |

27

those persons in between." Estimates run that as many

as two-thirds of the Jewish poor are in their sixties or

older.

From the turn of the century, with the mass migration
of Jews from Russia, through the Depression of the 1930's,
the Jewish poor were a major concern of the organized
Jewish community. The prosperity of the postwar period
caused a lack of awareness regarcding the continuing pre-
sence of Jewish poor. During the early 1970's a number of
studies brought their presence forcefully *o the attention |
of the Jewish community once again.

Ann Wolfe, in her article "The Invisible Jewish Poor,"
called upon the Jewish community to renew the spirit which
sparked the founding of Jewish services-- that we must
care for each other, and the pain of any group in the
community affects us all.28 Not only had the American

Jewish community neglected the suffering of the poor,

27Dorothy Rabinowitz, The Other Jews: Portraits in
Poverty, (New York: Institute of Human Relations Press,
1972), p. 6.

28Ann Wolfe, "The Invisible Jewish Poor," Journal of
Jewish Communal Service, Vol. 48, 1972, pp. 259- .
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according to Wolfe, these Jewish poor had also been
victims of discrimination at the hands of their fellow
Jews.

Others echoed Wolfe's ccll to consciousness. Dorothy

Rabinowitz in her book, The Other Jews, stated:

When American Jewry comes face to face

with the human beings behind the cold

facts, all that needs to be done about

Jewish poverty will be done.
Today through the efforts of people like Rabinowitz and
Wolfe, the elderly Jewish poor are no longer invisible.
There are, however, the new younger Jewish poor who are
invisible for different reasons. David Silverberg in 1977
has attempted to make the plight of the vounger Jewish

poor known. He states in an article in Present Tense:

Younger Jews are joining the ranks of the
poor because of economic recession,
collapse of marriage, necessity to migrate
to other parts of the country.30

It is young poor Jews who are attending Los Angeles
City College and who form the potential constituency of
Hillel. LACC Hillel is in a unigue situation. All of
what has been pointed out above illustrates the extent of
that uniqueness and the reasons why having a successful

Hillel is no easy task. Even on campuses vhere Hillel is

29Rabinowitz, op. cit., p. 12,

30David Silverberg, "The '0ld' Poor and the 'New'
What's Happening co Then?" Present Tense, Spring, 1977,
Vol. 4, NO- 3, p. 59.
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successful it does not appeal to everyone.

Some students resent t'ie fact that, as they see it,

31

Hillel tries to speak for th:=m. Other compiain that

they do not feel comfortable at Hillel services.dz Fre-

quently those who do involve themselwes with Hillel are
considered "squares" by their friends.33 \
In the literature there are a number of suggestions |

|
and models which deal with situations similar to the |

situation at LACC Hillel. One model which has been used

to some extent at LACC is that of cooperation between !
|
Hillel and other Jewish agencies. As Donald Feldstein ‘

said in his article, "The Jewish College Student and The
Jewish Community":- ‘

Service to Jewish college students is
too important, massive and complex a
job to be left to any one agency --
the Jewish Community Center, Hillel or
any other. It is the job of the total
Jewish community in every city and
region.?3

|
|
As mentioned above, Jewish Family Service ran two counsel- |
|

31Howard Schwartz, "Jewish Ccllege Youth Speak Their
Minds ~-- A Summary of the Tarrytown Conference," 1969,
P. 32 |
32Central Conference of American Rabbis, Youth
Committee, Working with College Students: A Handbook for
Rabbis, New York, 1967, p. 4.

335amuel Perlman, Students vs. Parents, (Cambridge,
Mass.: Howard A. Doyle Publishing Co., 1969), p. 90.

34Donald Feldstein, "The Jewish College Student and
the Jewish Community," Jewish Community Center Program
Aids, Vol. 21, No. 2, Spring, 1970, p. 5
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ing groups at Hillel in the 1975-76 academic year. A f
couples group was also off:red that same year in conjunc- }
tion with the Jewish Commu nity Center. |
The success of a joint effort between Hillel at Los
Angeles Valley College and Jewish Family Service is the |
subject of an article by Charlotte Cornfeld and Albert
Goldstein entitled "Group Counseling with College
Students -- A Cooperative Project," which appeared in the
Journal of Jewish Communal Service. This program offered
casework counseling for college students and showed "the
feasibility and worthiness of a collaborative effort by
two independent and autonomous agencies."35
Two recent studies in Los Angeles called for in-
creased cooperation among agencies. The study of the Los
Angeles Jewish Centers Association recommended further
cooperation between Jewish centers in Los Angeles and
Hillel in working with college age youtn, even though
Hillel is "the official arm of the community for college
age youth and faculty."36
The study by the Task Force on the Jewish Poor in

Greater Los Angeles called for an attempt to make partiall“

35Charlotte Cornfeld and Albert Goldstein, "Group |
Counseling with College Students -- A Cooperative Pro-
ject," Journal of Jewish Communal Service, (Fall, 1970)
47, 1, p. 69.

36Regort on the Study of the Jewish Centers in the
Greater Los Angeles Area. Conducted by a Study Committee
Eppointed by Ege Community Planning Department of the Jew-
igh Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles, December,

1 '77, P 20

-
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_ used resources available to groups who need them by
cutting across agency lines. Cae suggestion was to
encourage neighborhood elderly to attend Hillel services
and cultural programs. In this way, poorer Jews would
not be prevented by the factor of cost from participation

in Jewish life.37

One secondary advantage which could
be gained by college students tHrough such agency coopera-!
tion is a model of how the community can work together for‘
their benefit -- a good lesson in cooperation for future
community leaders. This cooperation also benefits Hillel
which may be stimulated by some of the outside ideas from
centers and other agencies.38

|
The multi-service center is another model of coopera=

tion between different agencies. In a speech before the

National Council of Jewish Communal Service Conference in |
June, 1975, Morris Levin, the executive director of the |
United Jewish Community Centers in San Francisco,suggestedg
a few different models for the multi-service center. 1In |
order to serve the Jewish family today it is necessary for1
the Jewish community and its institutions to make a coordi-
nated approach instead of each individual agency attempting

to meet each new need which arises. He suggests that

37Report of the Task Force on Jewish Poor (Community

Planning Department of the Jewish Federation-Council of
Greater Los Angeles) May, 1973, p. 19.

3Bpe1dstein, op. cit., p. 13.
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a central intake and referral process could be provided
in a camping program or a campus program. In the multi-
service center the indivi ual staff people would still be
responsible to their speciliic agencies, but these lines
of separation would exist only in terms of hiring and
salary. Another variation of this theme is suggested by

Levin:

An example of the Jewish Services Agency
on the campus might be a Hillel Founda-
tion of a totally different kind. The
Hillel Foundation might be the administer- ]
ing agency and on its staff would be a

Jewish educator, a social group worker,

a social caseworker, a vocational coun-

selor, a community-relations worker and

one or more arts educators to serve the |
Jewish campus community.39

The multi-service center in the changing neighbor- ‘
hood should provide, as Cchen suggests, a chance for the

local leadership to share in the planning and direction of‘

services to the poor.40 One of the solutions which has |

been proposed to help the Jewish poor is to establish

centers where on the spot assistance could be given for
troubled families and where social and cultural activities
could be provided. One must keep in mind that it is not |

only the financial security of poor Jews which needs

3Morris Levin, "Needed -- A New Institution -- The
Jewish Service Agency" (Unpublished - presented at NCJCS
Conference, Grossingers, N. Y., June, 1975), p. 16.

40Rabbi Jack Simcha Cohen, "A Coordinated Response to
Jewish Poverty," (New York: Metropolitan New York
Coordinating Council on Jewish Poverty, 1972), p. 12.
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attention, but also their emotional security and feeling
41

1
|
of identity with their fellow Jews. \
The literature concerning the Jewish poor is als
|
replete with emphasis on: the need for fighting poverty on
a neighborhood basis and with a coordination of services.
Simcha Cohen states:
It is only by acting with a unified and i
coordinated voice that the Jewish com-
munity may effectively allevigte the
problems of the Jewish poor.4
The Lubavitcher Rebbe of New York in 1969 suggested
another way of helping the Jewish poor. On Passover of

that year this spiritual leader of the Hasidic community

declared that if the Hasidic community of Crown Heights
abandoned the neighborhood they would be in vioelation of
the Jewish law forbidding abandonment of fellow Jews.43

Even when there is no choice for an institution but

to leave a neighborhood, something can be done to serve
those left behind. An example is the case of the East
Tremont 'Y' in New York. The parent organization, the

Associated YM and YWHA's of New York faced a dilemma: In

practical service terms the building had to be closed,

41Isaac N. Trainin, "Federation and the Jewish Poor,"
in New Directions in the Jewish Family and Community,

p. 265,
42 l
Cohen, op. cit., p. 21.
43

David Silverberg, p. 62. This same point was made
by Dr. Bleich, a Talmudic expert. See J,T.,A, Community ’
News Reporter, August 12, 1977, Vol. XVI, No. 31.
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though the closing would have the effect of desertion of
the elderly Jews left in t'ie neighborhood. The 'Y' was

an oasis for these people -- "a haven in an increasingly
hostile community."44

It was realized that the group needed to be con-

fronted with the reality that the 'Y' would close. A

meeting was called for the elderly and their adult chil-
dren, giving a definite date for closing and informing the |
group what services would be provided until closing. It
was decided to institute a year long project which would
reach out to the elderly and help them work out plans for

a safer existence plus plans to fill in the gaps which

would be caused by the closing of the 'Y'. This project |
was conducted in collaboration with the Jewish Family @
Service to help re-establish family ties and help alle-
viate feelings of helplessness.

It is important to point out at this juncture that
an "edifice complex™" may be inimical to success in com-
munity organization and Hillel work. In October 1969, the|
same year in which the Hillel House at LACC was dedicated, |
the students at UCLA protested the proposed purchase of a

house; they argued that the money would be better spent on

44Josephine Sharon Pollock, "Service to Remnants of a

Jewish Population in a Decaying Neighborhood in New York,"

J%grnal of Jewish Communal Service, Winter, 1970, Vol.
VII, No. 2, p 1l4l.
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45
programs.
As was stated in "It Should Only Happen," a study of

the Jewish Youth at UCLA, none of the programs suggested

required a house for successful implementation.45 The

proposals recommended by the students in 196% were as
follows:

(a) An organizing project employing several
part-time student organizers responsible
for seeking out unaffiliated youths to
reach them in a variety of creative ways.

(b) An on campus Rabbi working closely with
and carrying out functions similar to the
organizers.

(c) An ombudsman to stimulate Jewish youth
activity, to help bridge the gap between
the Jewish youth community and the organized
Jewish adult community and to be the con-
tinuing liaison person between the two.

(d) Part-time coordinators, to work with *he
ombudsman and on specific pro;ects.

(e) A Jewish student newsletter.4

Every: college campus is unique. Furthermcre, as was
pointed out, LACC is a two year commuter campus, which sets
it apart from UCLA, a four year residential campus.
Therefore, as Feldstein points out:

What is demanded is z careful diagnosis of
each college campus and the major target

groups within that campus; based on this diag-
nosis an approach needs to be developed which

4SHorris Grumer, "Relating to College Youth -- Dis-

cussion" Journal of Jewish Communal Service, Winter,
1970, p. 121.

46Martin Ballonoff and David Derovan, -It Should Only
Happen, -- Plans, Projects and Programs for Jewish Youth
at OCLA, " p. o4

476rumer. op. cit., pp. 121-122.
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will serve the priority groups, or even
bettei8 all of the groups in differential
ways.

However, the principle of the organizinc project applies on
any campus. Richard Levy, Executive Director of The Los
Angeles Hillel Council, is a prime supporter of community
organizing in the style of Saul Alinsky, the late advocate
of a confrontational model of community organization:

«sswe must make it possible for Jewish
students to discover their own needs and
plan programs, or even better, a communal
existence with like-minded students -- by
themselves. To do this, we need to intro-
duce a new kind of staff person into our
foundations: community organizers using
some of the techniques of Saul Alinsky,

who will fan out into the college community,
talk with students, identify those with
Jewish needs and interests which they wish
to act upon, and help them organize into
groups to discuss their needs and detegmine
their priorities of action upon them.4

Alinsky's idea of organizing as he expressed it in

his book Reveille for Radicals, is:

To organize the people means to talk with
them, to get them together so that they
can talk with eacgoother and arrive at
common agreement.

48Feldstein, op. cit., p. 6.

49Richard M, Levy, "The Hillel Director -- A Personal
and Professional Self Portrait -- A Symposium" in Camgus
'70: Agenda for Critical Renewal-Annual Conference o
Hillel Directors (Washington, D. C.: B'nai Berith Hillel
'Foundations, 1976), p. 25.

SOSaul Alinsky, Reveille for Radicals, (Chicago, Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 194LJ, p. &
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The concept of the Neighborhood Health Center has
much to offer the Hillel House on a commuter campus. Basic
to the success of the Neighborhood iealth Center is that
the community must be involved in the planning. As |
Courtney B. Wood says in his article, "The Neighborhood
Health Center, the Concept and the National Scene'"2

The professional has to meet the needs of
the neighborhood. There is no sense in i
pushing your own programs.>5l

Just as in the inner city, Neighborhood Health

Centers have seen that they must reach out to their com-

munity, so the Hillel House must see that so far it has

served only those who have been responsive and have come .
| there. Because one can not assume that there are no Jewish:
students nor that because the students are not wvocal they
do not have opinions, it is necessary to go to the Jewish
students and find out what they feel. The next chapters ‘

attempt to do so.

51Courtney B. Wood, "The Neighborhood Health Center,

The Concept and the National Scene," p. 13, in Proceedings
of the Conference on the Neighborhood Heallh Conters TEs
ole 1n the Health Services System, Oct. 2, 1970, Indiana-
olis, Indiana.
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METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this research, as stated above, was
to discover how the Jewish students at LACC saw their Jew-I
ish needs. As mentioned above, the only reliable informa-
tion available on Jewish students at LACC was the mailing

list from the Hillel House. The list was therefore used to

obtain a sample. A letter was sent to everyone on the list

-- a total of eighty-five names. This method of sampling
has been called a purposive sample or a judgmental sample. |

Selltiz describes the purposive sample in the book,

Research Methods in Social Relations:

The basic assumption behind purposive
sampling is that with good judgment and
an appropriate strategy one can hand-
pick the cases to be included in the
sample and thus develop samples that
are sagisfactory in relation to one's
needs.

Miller in his book, Handbook of Research Design and Social

Measurement, states that a judgmental sample may be used
when a researcher looks for a subgroup or subgroups typical
of the population as a whole. Observations are then

restricted to this subgroup and conclusions from the data

52Se11tiz, et al. Research Methods in Social Relations,
(New York: Hol%, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1959), p. 520.

38
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obtained are generalized to the total population. This
data can suggest or indicate conclusions, but cannot be

used as a basis for statist ical testing procedures.

Within this purposive =ample a stratified sample

would be used so that different subgroups could be isolated]

and compared. Originally it was proposed that students
from four categories would be contacted: (1) Senior
citizens who are enrolled at LACC, (2) Full-time day
students, (3) Part-time day students and (4) Nighi stu-
dents. l
Possible methods of data gathering were reviewed. |
Methods such as the group interview and telephone 1nterview|
were rejected immediately. It was felt that the group
approach would provide the people too much opportunity to
be influenced by their peers. The telephone interview was :
not feasible because the interview was estimated to take |
janywhere from thirty to forty-five minutes. The mail

questionnaire was rejected because of expense and because

it was thought that students receive too many question-
lnaires and might not answer yet another. A personal inter—?
inew was decided on as the best data gathering method in
|this study. This decision was based on a number of reasons:
}(1) It was felt that students were more likely to respond ‘
to another student in an interview situation than to a
questionnaire received in the mail, (2) The interview

would provide a forum in which vague or confusing questions

icould be clarified on the spot, (3) New paths of investi-
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gation might open to the interviewer during the interview,
(4) Spontaneous answers could be obtained to certain ques-
tions, (5) The personal iaterview would prevent the

interviewee from consulting someone else for the answers

to the cuestions, (6) The interviewer could learn much
from seeing the person and watching his or her reactions
and through observing some of the people in their homes. ‘
Once a personal interview was decided upon, it was f
necessary to determine what questions should be asked. In
crder to ascertain what would be proper questions to assess
the needs of the Jewish students, the researcher had to be-

come more familiar with the Hillel at LACC. This process

included interviewing Jewish professors at LACC and past
and present Hillel administrators. On the basis of this |
information it was decided that the interview would include
questions in the following areas: (1) School, residence |
and income information to gain a picture of the kinds of
students who attended, (2) Questions on Jewish background
and affiliation to ascertain what kind of Jewish students |
came to Hillel and (3) OQuestions about the activities thei
students had participated in and the kind of activitics i
they would like to see at Hillel.53
Once the researcher had a good idea of what the LACC
Hillel had done in the past and what administrative offi-

cials and professors felt about Hillel, it was time to

53See appendix for copy of interview gquide.
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interview the students. The initial contact with the
students was in the form of a letter written by the
researcher on Hebrew Union College staticiery as a way of
giving the researcher official sanction. The name of each
person was handwritten onto the Xeroxed letter and each
letter individually signed to make it appear more personal
and friendly. The letter attempted to appeal to the
altruism of the students by saying that the researcher was
also a student. Each letter also included the researcher's
home telephone number in an attempt to show her sincerity
and personal involvement in the process, not to bolster her
social life. A stamped postcard with the researcher's home
address printed on the back and a few identifying questions
on the front, i.e., name, address, phone number, age, and
student status was enclosed. This card, it was hoped, would
yield a phone number so that the respondents could be con-
tacted for an interview, as well as information to make
possible the development of a stratified sample.54
The interview itself consisted of both closed and
open-ended questions. It was conducted in an informal
manner, allowing interviewees to elaborate and expand on
guestions if they desired. In this way, it was possible to
obtain the answers to certain questions by careful listen-

ing and without actually asking the questions. Initially

54See appendix for copy of “etter and postcard.
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it was thought that sessions would be taped, but during the
first interview this did not appear to be a good idea be-

cause it made both the inte-viewee and interviewer nervous |
and also distracted both fr 'ym the interview. Instead of

fecording the session on tape, notes were taken during the

interview and other notes were written down after the ]
interview. One part of the interview consisted of a brief |
written exercise for the interviewee. During this time it
was possible for the researcher to write down some ]
remarks.ss

The interviewer had a schedule in front of her
throughout the interview to make sure that she covered all |
the material, but she did not find it necessary to consult
it often. The order of the questions always depended upon
the individual interview. It was important to engage each
person and make him or her feel comfortable. It was also

important not to ask questions in a way which would imply

that there was a definite right or wrong answer. It was

lexpected that some problems or questions might arise for
iwhich the interviewee might request some sort of referral i
!and therefore the interviewer was prepared with informationl
‘about services in the Jewish community.
| Two major benefits accrued by the researcher's doing |

|
‘the interviewing herself -- no time needed to be spent

| SSThis excerc.se called upon the interviewee to rate

certain typical activities according to what he or she woul
do as the director of the LACC Hillel. See appendix.
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training others to interview, and she could be certain that
all the interviews were conduiucted in the manner proposed.
One drawback to this proce s, however, was the cost and
time involved in each inteiview. Most interviews lasted
approximately one hour. Several times the researcher drove
out to LACC Hillel for an interview only to find that the
person would not come. Several other people who returned
cards never managed to arrange to meet for reasons ranging
from working full-time and going to school evenings, to
spending days waiting for the painters to come. Not all

interviews were conducted at the Hillel House, however.

viewee, i.e., in coffee shops, at Hebrew Union College and
in homes.

The response the interviewer received was notable.
The people who did respond to the letter and agreed to be

interviewed were very open and sharing. People welcomed

the interviewer, a stranger, into their homes. Some cf
ithem were willing to drive out of their way to meet the
interviewer and to spend part of their weekend being inter-
viewed. If the researcher felt there was any reason to be
wary of interviewing the person alone, she made arrange-
ments to meet them in a public place.

The data gathering for this study was complicated by
the organizational environment in which it took place.
LACC Hillel went throujh a number of changes in personnel

this year; none of which made for a smooth transition.

Interviews were conducted wherever convenient for the inter-
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llist. There was enough correlation between the two lists

Information regarding office procedures was not passed on
and, therefore, lost in the transition from one staff
person to another. About a month after the letters had
been sent out, what the Hill»1 staff referred to as the

"priority mailing" list (the list of the most active

individuals who received all mailings and phone calls as ]
reminders of activities) was found in a hidden drawer of a
desk at the Hillel House. It had been placed there
apparently for safe-keeping. Unfortunately, some of the
people on this "priority" list who should have been \
receiving mailings all year long from Hillel did not, be-
cause no one had known about the list. Not only were mail—!
ing lists in this drawer, but also lists of people who had

been involved in Jewish study groups in the past year,

people who had been on retreats, and the Shabbat dinner
calling list (people who were callzd before each Shabbat
dinner). There were a total of 165 people on the list. It
would have been too expensive to send out another mailing |
and time was short. Upon closer examination, it became
clear that out of the eighty-five letters sent out, forty- \

five, more than half, were on both lists. In other words,

more than half of the initial list was the priority mailing

so that another mailing was not necessary, but this must be
jseen as a limitation of the statistical validity of this

research.
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Another limitation of the research which was caused
by the mailing list was that several of the addresses were
not correct. Seven letters were returned as not forward-
able. In addition, an extremely irate landlord phoned and

insisted that the researcher stop sending mail to his

building. He was concerned that a Jewish agency was wast- \
ing money to send letters to his former tenant. He was
even more outraged when he learned that the money which had

|
been spent to send the letter was the researcher's. He fel#

|
that it was his responsibility to let the researcher know
that she should stop sending mail and this sense of respon-‘
sibility is evident by the way he tracked the researcher ‘

downs (She had moved since the first mailing had been .
sent) . |
As was pointed out above, because this study was con-
ducted with a purposive sample, the data can suggest or
indicate conclusions or trends, and can be used to make
generalizations, but cannot be used to make a statistical
analysis. Thus, the results will be evaluated in terms of
percentages with a difference of twenty-five percent or
more considered significant. The attempt to stratify the

sample along the lines of senior citizens enrolled at LACC, |

-day students full-time, day students part-time, and night

!students was not completely successful. A total of twenty ‘
people were interviewed. An equal number of men and women :
| |
lwere interviewed, and ten of those interviewed were betweenI

Ithe ages of 17-25, while the other ten were above this age
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1
category. The categories listed azbove did appear but in

smaller numbers than anticipatei. There were four elderly
people who attended courses fcr seniors at LACC, three
people who would be attending .ACC during the summer sess-
ien although they had taken the year off, two night stu-
dents, and three day students; the remainder fell into an
unexpected group of former students who were no longer
attending LACC but still showed enough interest in Hillel
to respond to the letter and agree to be interviewed.
Although this group was not attending LACC, some indicated

that they would still attend activities at Hillel if

offered. Thus, although this group was not anticipated,
their existence sheds some interesting light on this study.i
Whether or not the response of this group differed from the|
rest of the respondents will be considered in the next

chapter.




CHAPTER IV

al wTHE STUDENTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES"

at
! Twenty students of LACC -- including eight who were

no longer students -~ were interviewed regarding their
background and interest in Hillel. The good response to
the letter indicated that the students and former students
did want to speak out. Of the eighty-five letters which

were sent, nineteen post cards were returned -- one from

o

as far away as Waltham, Massachusetts. In addition, four
r Ipeople responded by phore instead of postcard « The inter-
viewer had anticipated a lower response rate and had
thought she would have to call people at random from the
mailing list. This was not necessary because out of the
twenty-three people wha responded, she was able to arrange

interviews with the desired number of twenty.

As mentioned in the methodology chapter the inter-
viewees fell into the following four subgroups: (1) senio
citizens, (2) summer school students, (3) day students,
(4) night students. As was also mentioned the list con-
sisted of an equal number of men and women; half were 26 |
and above and half were 25 and under. The interviews made
it possible to obtain more descriptive material about the

interviewees.

47
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Those interviewed are not very religiously observant.
The highest percentage of denominational identification is
Reform -- 30 percent. One person considers himself Ortho-
dox, two consider themselves Ccnservative, and two consider
themselves "Secular." Two students were not Jewish,
although one is seriously considering conversion because of
his positive experience at LACC Hillel. The rest of the
group refused to be classified by the conventional cates..
gories and described themselves as follows: "West Coast
Hillel creative Reform," "Reservadox," Shabbat observer, a
combination of Reform and Conservative, a combination of
Conservative and Orthodox and "Basic Jewish."

Most of the individuals interviewed live with their
family -- parents, husbands, wives and/or children. Six of
the interviewees were completely self-supporting; another |
eight were working part-time. The majority of those
attending school were majoring in either vocational fields
(6) or social science (7). Other majors mentioned were
religion (2), liberal arts (2) and science (2). Ten
people indicated that they saw school -- either graduate
school or undergraduate -- in their future. Seven others
felt that they wanted to get a job right away or keep the
job they had. Ninety percent of the individuals were
American born and forty-five percent came from Yiddish-
|speaking families. Fourteen people had never taken Jewish

study courses at LAC”, but nine of these people indicated

that if study courses were offered at Hillel they would
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participate.

The most frequent way of finding out about Hillel
was through word of mouth (7). Four saw the buildings and '
just wandered in, while three others saw advertisements on
campus. Four were added to the Hillel mailing list because|
they had indicated that they were Jewish on the religious
preference card.56 People continued to come to Hillel
after their initial contact for different reasons. One
former student described how he first came to Hillel only
to play ping-pong in the basement and how eventually he and
his friends ventured upstairs to find out what was happen-
ing and liked what they saw. Another student enjoyed
coming to Hillel to buy a bagel and gradually got more

involved. Activities which had been popular in the past

were the Shabbat dinners (which eleven people indicated
they attended), the retreats (five), the lunchecn lectures
(five) and folk-dancing (four?. :
LACC Hillel influenced the lives of these individuals;
As was stated above, one non-Jew is considering conversicn
because of his positive experience at Hillel. The other {
non-Jew who was interviewed went tu visit Israel as a
result of his affiliation with LACC Hillel. One former |
LACC Hillel member is attending Brandeis University now and

claims that he "gained insight into Judaism through

56This relativ 1y highk number causes one to wonder
about the conseguence of the discontinuation of these cards

for the Hillel membership drive.
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Hillel." An older woman raved about the rap group in

which she had participated at LACC Hillel under Jewish
Family Service auspices. She s3iid, "The group leader had
so much love for everyone, that you couldn't help but feel
her love."

One student felt, "FPor a lot of us Hillel was a place
to go that felt like home." He went on to say that there
is an undercurrent of Black anti-Semitism on the campus and
sometimes it felt very lonely to be Jewish. Those who were
involved in Hillel, however, felt a tighter sense of com-
munity.

Each time the interviewer called to make an appoint-
ment with someone in the 56-and-over age bracket, the aging
voice of the respondent explained apologetically that he or
she was too old to be of import in this study. The
researcher was careful to point out that Hillel was interest-
ed in serving not only the very young students, but studentﬂ
of all ages. Once convinced, these older respondents were
quite cooperative and showed themselves to be very much
interested in Hillel. One older woman offered her talents
as a community organizer and claimed she eould speak to a
group about "how important people are."™ Another woman was
concerned that people learn about the Holocaust and would
be willing to speak about it.

Midway tnrough the process, the researcher became

interested in the att‘tudes ¢f the younger members toward

he elderly. No one felt negatively about their presence.
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Some felt that the elderly were "gquests"™ or that the idea
of elderly participation was nice as long as the students
were also served. One person celt that the elderly added
a new perspective to Hillel.

Because Hillel has been an important part of the
lives of these individuals, they have many strong feelings
about what should be done with Hillel, and the reasons why
people no longer come to Hillel.

As mentioned in the introduction, when one person
was interviewed, invariably someone else would drop by.
This seemed to indicate that if the door were open more
people would come by. The students who were interviewed
concurred with this hypothesis. 1In answer to the question:
What are the reasons why people do not come to Hillel? five
people answered, "Because it's always closed." Another
frequent response to this question was that many people do
not know about Hillel, i.e., that there has not been enough
publicity. Others felt that there were not enough Jews on
campus, or that those who were there were assimilated and nof
very visible, or not interested in an orgarization like
Hillel. Attention was called to such characteristics as:
(1) "Students are more sophisticated today and Hillel has
not caught up." (2) "People are too involved with studies
and their personal problems." (3) "Students over twenty-
five do not need Hillel any more." One woman stated

angrily, "The reasor people do not come is because they do

not want to inveést time in something the Eewish] Federation-
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ﬁéguncii]is not willing to invest in."

Only one person expressed the feeling that the Hillel
should definitely be closed. He felt that there are not
enough Jewish students at LAZC and it should be closed be-
cause other Hillel organizations need the money. Everyone
else felt Hillel should be open, but some qualified their
response. Two people felt it should be open but for both
Jews and Gentiles, because there is no real outlet for
socializing on campus except the Hillel House. Three
people felt it should be open, but only if it was "done
right." In other words, these students felt that, unless
there was an experienced person working full-time and
reaching the hard-to-reach people, LACC Hillel should be
closed. In the words of one woman, "It's very disturb-
ing now to drive by and see the place."

A few suggestions were made by students in order to
keep LACC Hillel open: (1) Use students from Hebrew Union
College as field workers. (2) . Relocate Hillel Extension
offices at LACC Hillel. (3) Offer to share facilities
with the Hollywood Los Feliz Jewish Community Center.

(4) Use the Hillel House as a meeting place for templé
youth groups.

The bulk of those interviewed had no opinion as to
the fact that the Jewish Federation-Council had moved from
nearby at 590 North Vermont Avenue to 6505 Wilshire Boule-
vard -- two blocks from Baverly Hills. The majority of

those who did express an opinion did not know why the Jew-
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ish Federation-~Council had moved and indicated in effect
that the move did not matter. This attitude was
expressed in the following ways: (1) "6505 is a nice
building,"” or (2) "The 59 building looks strange as a
school for chiropractors with the Welfare Fund drive
sign still posted." A few people did have some aware-
ness of the possible significance of the move and
expressed anger: (1) "6505 caters to the rich."”
(2) "The people in Beverly Hills don't need Jewish Family
Service, Jewish Vocational Service or Jewish Big
Brothers and Russian immigrants won't be staying in
Beverly Hills." (3) "Federation is not listening to the
needs of the community!?

The remainder of the responses focus on what the
students would like to see at the Hillel House if it is
kept open. More than half of the students (13) indicated
that they would attend activities at night and another
fifteen said that they would come on a weekend. There
was a high correlation between the activities which the
interviewees felt they would attend and those which they
would consider important if they were directing the LACC

Hi11e1.57

In both lists, the first three choices were:
Weekly Shabbat services, High Holiday Services and Holiday
celebrations. This interest in religious observance at

LACC Hillel is an important trend. The area does have

57See appendix for list of these activities.
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four congregations in close proximity to the campus.58

However, only six people out of twenty were synagogue
members. Apparently Hille! at LACC does serve a religious
need of people which is not met elsewhere. It appears to
be an organization with which the group feels comfortable
affiliating and which is in most cases their only Jewish
affiliation. Although most of the individuals live with
their families, they still feel a need for communal
holiday celebrations with peers. Jewish study grouns were
also frequently mentioned in both connections.

Not only are religious activities a high priority
among those interviewed, but so are chavurot, Israeli
folk dancing and social activities. The interviewees
expressed an interest in these items for themselves as
well as for others (as director of LACC Hillel), despite
the fact that these activities were offered in other parts
of Los Angeles. One woman commented that the Jewish
Community Center was too family-oriented and she did not
feel comfortable there. She felt she would like to see
Hillel at LACC function as a clearing house for chavurot
-~ recommending people to one another for groups. A formen
student felt a need for continuity of connection with the

Jewish community after college. He saw chavurot as needed

58The four congregations in this area are: (1) The

Wilshire Boulevard Temple-Reform; (2) Temple Kenneset-
Traditional; (3) Ahavat Israel-Orthodox; and (4) Congrega-
tion Netzach Israel-Orthodox.
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for people out of college "even if things didn't get
going at Hillel."

The three activities whkich were ranked lowest on
both lists were (1) group co 'nseling, (2) vocational
counseling, and (3) a newspaper. The fact that aroup
counseling was only chosen by forty percent of those inter+
viewed is consistent with the fact that this year an
attempt to get a rap group started in cooperation with
Jewish Family Service failed. Perhaps if the group which
is considered the potential constituency had been con-
sulted beforehand, much of the time invested in publiciz-
ing and arranging for the rap group might have been used
more wisely.

The Jewish faculty group item was only included on
the list for the imaginary director. (It was not con-
sidered an appropriate option for students). However, two
people felt it was an important enough issue to emphasize
it as "Hillel director." One wrote, "Faculty and student
group meetings" in the "other" category and rated it as
essential. Another wrote, "There should be interactions
with faculty, not a segregated faculty or student group.”
Still another wrote that teachers should be invited to
speak at Hillel and should invite their classes, thereby
imparting knowledge and also introducing new people to
Hillel.

The interviewees made quite a few suggestions as to

activities they would plan if they were the director of
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Hillel at LACC. These suggestions show creativity and
interest in Hillel: (a) a UJWF drive for Israel,

(b) Sunday brunches with guest speakers, (c) Serving lox,
bagels, and cream cheese during midterms and finals week.
(d) Adopt a family from Russia, (e) Coffee house,

(f) Community relations activities, (g) Oneg Shabbat,

(h) Singles group made available with planned outings in
the community, (i) Teaching about the Holocaust,

(j) Retreats and (k) Home or hospital visitation of the
sick.

The Jewish faculty members who were interviewed ex-
ﬁressed an interest in a Jewish faculty group, but none
were sufficiently motiwvated to begin such a group. (All
had also indicated that it would be a shame if Hillel had
to close, but none had made any move to prevent this from
happening.) These faculty members had been involved with
Hillel a few years ago when the director was a rabbi. When
the rabbi left the faculty began to separate themselves
from the campus Jewish community, although still remaining
involved in the Jewish community as a whole. They were not
marginal cases of Jewish identity; those interviewed
included a rabbi's wife, a president of a synagogue men's
club, a Holocaust survivor, and a sociologist who studied
changing Jewish neighborhoods. (And these are only a few
of the over fifty Jewish faculty members at LACC). Because
cf their positive ex] 2riences with the former director,

they felt it was important to have a rabbi as director.
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The students, on the other hand, did not feel a
rabbi was necessary; four felt one should be available and
the remainder (12) felt no ra“bi was needed. (The fact
that most of the people remem ered the 1975-76 director
who was not a rabbi when asked to recall names of people
at Hillel may have some significance hLere.)

At the end of each interview, each person was asked
whether he or she knew someone else who should be inter-
viewed. Half of the people did suggest someone and some
people were able to think of more than one additional
person. It would appear that more people could be reached
at LACC by those who have some involvement.

In order to establish further trends based upon this
information concerning activity preference, certain groups
were compared: the twenty-six and over group was compared
to the twenty-five and under group; the males to the
females; and the students now at LACC to the former stud-
ents.

Men wanted vocational counseling, individual counsel-
ing and group counseling and high holiday services to a
greater extent than did the women, while women wanted
chavurot. This would seem to bear out gender stereotypes
with the women wanting more affiliating activities and the

men wanting services which will serve them as individuals.

It would also appear that the twenty-six and over
group is concerned w~ith personal problems as shown by the

support for group counseling in this group which was
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considered significant.

substantially higher than in the other group. The twenty-_1
five and under group was more inclined toyard vocational
counseling and social activitizss. This is consistent with
the fact that these young adul :s are attempting to master
the challenge of the identity vs. identity diffusion stage,
in the areas of vocational choice and peer relati.ons.59
The respondents who were currently students were
compared to former students, including one elderly woman
who has not attended any classes at LACC yet. Since the
number of former students (7) and current students (12)
differed, they were compared in terms of percentage
responses.60 The former students opted for vocational
counseling, social activities, Israeli dancing, newspapers
and rallies for Israel and other Jewish issues to a greater
extent than LACC students. This would seem to indicate

that those not at LACC still need and want a forum to be

connected to the Jewish people and/or they have a senti-

mental feeling for LACC Hillel. \
In comparing the four subgroups some trends were i
noted:
(1) All but the elderly students wanted regular
Shabbat services. This may be due to a fear on the part of

the elderly of going out at night.

59Erik Erikson, op. cit., Passim, 155-196.

GOA difference f twenty-five percent or more was
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(2) The night students were the only group who came
out strongly for group counseling. These three students
were all in the twenty-six ard over age group and might be
at a point where they are locking at and wanting to improve
their personal functioning.
(3) High holiday services and holiday celebrations
were rated high by all four subgroups.
In general there was a trend among all those inter-
viewed to endorse some religious activity. There was also
a general acceptance of individual and group counselings;
many indicated that they would take advantage of such a
service and no one appeared threatened or angry at the
suggestion.

One observation made by the researcher and the Hillel

staff61

is that Hillel appears to attract a certain number
of people in need of psychiatric help. This poses a
dilemma: on one hand although the staff is not trained to
deal with problems such as these it wishes to reach out to
all Jewish people at LACC, on the other hand, the pre-
sence of these obviously troubled people tends to alienate
other individuals who have an interest in Hillel. Two »f
the interviewees touched upon this subject. One woman felt

it was an "emotional strain" to be at Hillel because of the

"hallucinating" and that the director gave priority to

615ee poems in the appendix by a former Hillel staff
member .
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these "crazies." Another student felt that the "goal" of
ftip

— —

Hillel is to introduce Judaism in a way which is appealing,
and if the "crazies" are very much n evidence there,

others will walk out.

All these opinions were expressed to the researcher
by individuals who had no idea that there were others who
Y felt the same way they did. Unfortunately, time did not
permit the researcher to call a meeting of all the inter- '
'viewees so that they could see that others agree with them.
From this group of respondents, a subgroup of committed

people might have been formed to work at reviving Hillel.

Instead the researcher must resort to the next chapter as
bopus a vehicle to extrapolate from the data what she feels

should happen now at LACC Hillel.




CHAPTER '
CONCLUSIONS: "PREPARING FOR A TIME OF TRANSITION"

It is related of Hillel the Elder that he
procured for a certain impoverished gentle-
man a horse to ride upon and a servant to
run before him. One day the servant failed
to appear and Hillel himself took his place
and ran before him three miles. 62
Ket.67b (Kethuboth)

The Jewish community prides itself on the fact that
it takes care of its own and in a way which allows people
to keep their pride. At the same time, it would like to
think that there are no Jewish students such as those at
LACC, who need to go to a two year college, who come from a
deprived social and economic background, who have a number
of personal and psychological problems. In the introduc-
tion to the pamphlet, "This is ‘Your Federation,"™ published
by the Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles,
the authors state: The Los Angeles community reflects, "a
demonstrable concern for its less fortunate members."63

Unfortunately, there seems to be a gap between the inten-

62"Hillel the Elder," in Encyclopedia Judaica.
(Jerusalem, Israel: Keter Publishing House, Ltd.) Vol. 8,
p. 484,

63"This is Your Federation," (Los Angeles: Jewish
Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles, 1977) introduc-
tion.

61
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tions of the Jewish community and its actions.

College students are a population which should be the|
concern of the Jewish commuity. A student who has a posi-
tive experience with Judaisn while at college may become a
committed lay person, or a Jewish communal worker. The
college student who encounters indifference from the
Jewish community but has a positive experience withapChr157
tian evangelical movement may be lost to Judaism. As
pointed out before, the years of college are frequently the
years during which the students are working through the
identity vs. identity diffusion stage of Erikson's develop-

54 and a Jewish identity is part of this

mental model,
whole Gestalt.

The less affluent should also be the concern of the
community. The cycle of poverty is continued from genera-
tion to generation unless there is outside intervention in
the form of community services to stop this cycle. The
abandoned less affluent college students and the elderly
Jewish poor are a population at risk which coulad be lost
to the community. This does not mean that Jewish institu-
tions or populations must not move even when it is to their
advantage to do so, but that the communitv should provide
for those left behind.

When the equilibrium of a system is disturbed because

of external changes, the effects of this change are felt in

64

Erik Crikson, Passim, pp. 155-196.
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all parts of the system.ss The neighborhood around LACC

l can be seen as a system which is no longer in a state cof
equilibrium because of many ou:side pressures.

doco The Jewish population has, for the most part, left
this neighborhood. Those who remain behind are the less
affluent and the elderly Jews. Most of the Jewish insti-
tutions have also left the neighborhood, and those insti-
tutions which have not relocated are suffering from
budgetary cuts. As the Jewish institutions and Jewish
population move out, other minority groups move in. This
forces the remaining Jewish group to accommodate to a
changing environment and to learn to live with new neigh-
b bors. The Jews are no longer a major presencej; now they
are peripheral.

In effect, the changes in the neighborhood torce the
i remaining Jews to react. There are basically two ways in
which the neighborhood can return to equilibrium. The

s Jewish minority can attempt to hold the line and, in asso-
e ciation with new groups moving in, combat "block-busting”
66

and consequent neighborhood deterioration. Or the

Jewish community can leave the neighborhood and move to

\ ®5C1ass notes from Human Behavior and the Social En-
vironment, Rosa Felsenburg Kaplan, 1976-77.

66This occurred in the Squirrel Hills area in Pittsburgh
%o and the Cleveland Hei'thts area in Cleveland -- See report
presented at the General Assembly of Association of Jewish
federations and Welfare Funds, Chicago, November, 1974.
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areas of greater Jewish population density, leaving the
remaining Jews to their own devices. (This is raferred to

as white flight.)

The history of the Jewish community in Los Angeles
shows that the community tends to favor the second alterna-
tive as a solution. The community is constantly on the
move toward the west and away from the "inner city." This
poses serious problems for planners in Los Angeles as to
where future Jewish institutions should be located. Even-
tually there will be no place to move, and unless the
Jewish community wants to build centers in the ocean, it
will have to re-examine its flight and perhaps decide to
stay in its neighborhoods and work to improve existing
institutions.

The neighborhood near LACC is an example of what
happens to an area when the Jewish population and institu-
tions move out of the area and the remaining institutions
receive cuts in their budgets. Five hundred ninety North
tion-CouncilGZ_and the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital have
moved from the neighborhood and the Hollywood Los Feliz
Jewish Community Center and LACC Hillel have suffered

budgetary cuts.

67Housed within the Federation building were many ser-
vice agencies -- Jewish Family Service, Jewish Big Bro-
jthers, Jewish Vocational Service.

Vermont -- the "Jewish Pentagon" housing the Jewish Federz-|
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The people on the LACC Hillel mailing list who were
interviewed expressed feelings o’ being abandoned similar
to those expressed by the indiv: duals interviewed by Yona

Ginsberg in the changing neighbortiood of Mattapan, Massa- |

chusetts. Much can be learned from their verbal comments
as well as from their behavior.

All of the interviewees were cooperative and enjoyed |
the personal contact with the interviewer. Eight people
who were no longer students also wished to participate in

|
the interviews. The researcher was welcomed warmly into |

l
the homes of some respondents. It seemed to the researcheré
that these interviewees really appreciated someone who
listened and she felt badly when she had to leave without
really helping them.

In most cases Hillel was the only Jéwish organization

with which the interviewees were affiliated. Most lived
|lwith their families -- parents, husbands, wives and

children -- but still felt s need for communal holiday

|celebrations. It appears that the religious needs of this
Epopulation are not being met satisfactorily outside of
iHillel. These individuals expressed a desire for weekly [
iShabbat services, High Holiday services and other holiday
fcelebrations. Interest in Jewish study groups ranked high
lespite the fact that there are Jewish studies courses

offered at LACC. Chaviirot and social activities were also

Ftressed despite the fact that these activities can be

found elsewhere in Los Angeles. Another need expressed by |
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the students interviewed was for counseling. There was an
“ honest and open attitude towards _ounseling. People were

willing to indicate they might t ke advantage of such a

= service. Not only did they not appear to be threatened by l
= it, but appeared to feel a need for it.

! It would seem that the interviewees had a positive
experience with Hillel, have needs which Hillel served,

ads and do not quite know what to do about these needs when

L Hillel is not open to serve them. For many, an interest

in Judaism grew from their experience at Hillel and now

S they do not know where and how to channel that interest.
jseis The concept of assessing the needs of a particulzr
his population is not foreign to social work.

Social work, from its inception, has given
priority to the tasks of identifying
social and human needs, devising proposed
solutionssand undertaking zmeliorative

1) programs.

| The researcher for this project functioned both as a
[ it planner and an organizer. On one hand, as a planner she
an directed her activities towards the modification of poli-
cies in a social institution. On the other hand, she

|
ik directed her activities as an organizer toward modifying
the behavior of people in their role as consumcrs in an

organization.

1
' %830an Levin Ecklein and Armand Lauffer, Communit ‘
Crganizers and Social Elanners. (New York: John Wiley and‘

]SOHS, Inc-, 1972)' Pe 1
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The focus of both organizing and planning is on pro-
blem-solving. The stages in this problem-solving process
can be seen as follows: (1) Unc« vering or defining a pro-

blem, (2) Building the structura! and communication links

for action on the problem, (3) Laying out the alternative|
options and adopting a policy, (4) Developing a plan and |
implementing a program, (5) Receiving feedback, monitor-
ing progress, and redefining the problem.eg In this study,
the researcher has defined the problem, laid the groundworkl
for communication links and will now set forth alternative |
options. It will be up to the administration to pick up
from here.

Hillel at LACC has been successful especially in one

of its basic functions, "to strengthen the Jewish students'

identification with Jewish 1ife."’0

It has been success-
ful despite many obstacles and difficulties unique to the
LACC situation: (1) it is a two year commuter school,
(2) many students work and are concerned with daily survi-l
.val needs. No matter what decisions are made at LACC
Hillel the Jewish community must not ignore these people

and certainly must not tease them by making it appear that |

services are being provided, which, in reality, are not.
|

691bid., p. 5.

?OAlfred Jospe,A Handbcokfor Student Leaders, (Washing-

ton, D. C.: B'nai B'rit: Hilleli Foundation, 1967), p. 7.
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There are a number of approaches to solving the situation
at LACC Hillel. The students have suggested some: (1) use
the building as a meeting place or youth groups, (2) re-
locate the Hillel Extension offices here, (3) use students
from Hebrew Union College as field workers, (4) offer to
share facilities with the Hollywood Los Feliz Jewish
Community Center.

I would like to offer some other possible options.

(1) If it were possible to keep LACC Hillel open,
and money were not a problem, the following should be done
at LACC. A staff person with strong community organization
skills should be hired to reach out to Jewish students.
The Jewish students who were interviewed were greatly
impressed by personal contact -- this was reflected in the
response and cooperation the interviewer received and in
the fact that many people first heard about LACC Hillel by
word of mouth. Another fact to support this impression is
that, after her first interviews, two people out of five
came to an open house at LACC Hillel she had mentioned.
Telephoning people before each event would have helped
increase the attendance at meetings this year. It would
also have helped to get the mailing list in order and up-to-
date.

It is important for two major reasons, that the Hillel
|staff be connected to what is happening on campus:
(1) Faculty, especially Jewish faculty, can be helpful in

terms of programming, (2) If Hillel staff supports the
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idea, the administration of LACC may reinstitute the send-
ing out of religious preference cards, a source of names
of Jewish students, as part of the . «=gistration packet.
(One-fifth of those interviewed lear.ed about Hillel
through the religious preference cards.)

Another way of getting people involved would be to
devote some time during the High Holiday service as an
opportunity to talk about Hillel and arrange for people to
sign up for activities during the coming year. Essentially
the key is to begin on a grass-roots level much in the
style advocated by Richard Levy.?l

(2) It would also be beneficial to turn LACC Hillel
into a multi-service center for the neighborhood, along-
the lines suggested by Morris Levin.72 Such a center
would focus on the needs of two groups: the senior adults
and the students. This would be an economical approach to
service because the two populations could cooperate in
such mutual projects as a foster grandparent program. The
center might have a caseworker from Jewish Family Service,
a counseclor from Jewish Vocational Service, a senior out-

73

reach worker, a caseworker from Jewish Big Brothers, and

713&9 Chapter III, p. 28.

72See Chapter III, p. 26.

73A worker from Jewish Big Brothers doing outreach work
from the Hillel building c-uld be closer to the client
population and possibly recruit students as big brothers.

L
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a Hillel program director/community organizer. In this

service center, the individual staff people would still be

employees of their specific agencies, but collaboration on
behalf of one group should erase lines of separation and
cause them to function as a unit.

The fact that some students are in need of psychia-

v g |
" tric help at LACC -- far from being a reason to abandon |

Hillel -- is rather an argument for a multi-service center.

|
|A worker from Jewish Family Service in the Hillel building |
n

could help these "walk-in" clients without allowing them to|

monopolize the time of the Hillel staff. i
|

The multi-service center would cost money, but be-

cause it could be housed in and coordinated by an existing
!agency, it would not require such a large allocation. The
]benefits of the multi-service center far outweigh the
costs, not only because of the client population served,
but because the agencies could benefit from their coopera-
‘tion with one another by sharing their expertise and
lresolving issues of turf.

In order to decide whether Hillel should become a
jmulti-service center, more research would be desirable. It
imust be determined where the concentration of Jewish popu-
lation is in this area. Perhaps the Jewish Community Center
or one of the synagogues would be a better location for

such a center. There should also be a needs assessment of

the members of the Jewish Community Center to determine i

what kinds of services they feel should be provided. Oncg_J
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these studies are done, the Federation Planning Department
will be in a better position to determine what should be
done with these institutions. The decision must not be

made solely on the basis of how many people come to each

activity at Hillel or at the center, but rather on what a

continuing Jewish presence might do for the remaining

population. Unless this population is consulted, it is

|
impossible to assess felt needs. As shown in Chapter Four

"
-- "The Students Speak for Themselves,-<-the Hillel staff's |

assumption that the population wanted a rap group without

|
an exploration of their current wishes led to considerable ‘

loss of time and energy. The subsequent assumption that
there was no interest in counseling also missed the mark.

The results of this study show that people did not want

igroup counseling, but did want chavurot and individual

|
counseling.

ﬂ The whole situation at LACC Hillel must, of course,
|

be balanced against the other campuses in Los Angeles. Be-

cause of taxes and the increasing cost of upkeep it may be-
come impossible to maintain the Hillel House. 1In this
hase, it would still be possible to run a program with the
Pse of a community organizer and the facilities of the
Fampus. If the situation becomes too difficult and a l
Fecision is made to close the Hillel House and to discon-
tinue programs at LACC,(even after careful consideration of

this exploratory study of the felt needs of this population)

b}llel has an obligation not to forget this population I
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which has been affiliated with it and still considers it
meaningful. Each one of thesr. individuals deserves indivi-
dual attention to determine wiat kinds of activities each
would like to pursue and where these activities can be
found.

One of the reasons an institution gives for leaving
an area is that people no lcnger feel safe coming to that
area for meetings in the evenings. If this is true for
the people who work in the area, both professionals and lay
people, then what about the people who live in the area?
Are not the residents in a changing neighborhood likely to

be afraid to walk out at night, and is it not fair to say

that the fact that a Jewish institution leaves the area
serves only to aggravate that fear?

Since the Jewish community in Los Angeles seems to
be constantly on the move, it would be helpful to develop
a plan of action to be utilized each time an institution
moved, in an effort to help those left behind. This plan
could call for a one year program prior to the closing of
the institution to ensure that those¢ remaining can be
helped to fill any void which will exist when the institu-

tion leaves. Although those Jews remaining might prefer to

|be clients at a Jewish agency, in a situation where no
|Jewish agency can provide for their needs, federal, state
lor United Way help should bc sought.

|

It should also be a matter of policy for the Jewish

Federation-Council to do a study of the needs of the people
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in the neighborhood any time a Jewish institution is
involved in drastic change. Esch time there is a move =
there should bg an "effect of the move" study. Each time
there is a drastic budgetary cu:, there should be a study
of the effect of the cut-back.

Two students who were interviewed at LACC talked
about how they joined the Hillel at the University of
Southern California because the LACC Hillel was often not
open and was not selling membership cards. These two
students were self starters, but frequently students will
give up if they are blocked in an effort to affiliate. If
the LACC Hillel had to close it would be important to
direct students to the Hillel organizations on near-by
campuses and to facilitate their initial contact.

It might also be possible to designate one faculty
person, or one local rabbi, as a contact for Jewish stu-
dents who come to LACC after the Hillel is closed. This
person could serve an information and referral function and
insure that Jewish students were directed to the existing
services which they desired.

In any event, provisions should be made for the time
of transition. After all, the lives of the people left
behind are human lives.

Hillel the Elder felt it important that the person
who has fallen upon bad times be given the same opportunity
as the rich to maintain self-esteem. The Jewish community,

too, needs to order its priorities in such a way as to
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F&‘ a:

maintain respect for each individual -- regardless of his
station in life. This is a value which Judaism emphasizes

as morally indispensible.
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CHANGES IN ONE Y: AR'S TIME AT THE
LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE HILLEL

1975-1976

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

One full-time coordi-
nator

One full-time secre-=
tary/program assistant

Open every day

Two Jewish Family
Service rap groups

(a) Senior citizens
(b) College age youth

Religious preference
cards sent out

Rabbinic intern avail-
able

Interfaith activities

1976-1977

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

One part-time coordi-
nator

Only open for activitlies

No rap groups

No religious preference
cards sent out

No rabbinic intern

No interfaith activities
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March 14, 1977

Dear »

You can be an important part in shaping the program
of L.A.C.C. Hillel by participating in a study I am
doing as a student at Hebrew Union College. L.A.C.C.
Hillel is interested in finding out what kinds of pro-
grams Jewish students want. Even if you are not actively
involved in Hillel your opinions are important.

I would like to meet with you for about a half hour
to discuss your views regarding the program at a time
convenient for you. Please return the enclosed card as
soon as possible to indicate when you are available and
I will contact you.

I look forward to meeting you and if you have any
questions, please feel free to call me evenings at
826-2440.

Thank you,

Laurie Kruger

86
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POSTCARD

riease print the followinj information:

Name

3 Weekends
Circle your a2ge bracket:

£6 and over.

R =

P

Laurie Rruger

11725 pariington St. #3
Los angeles, Call

nddress _Fhone

student part tive

GEV student Ial; t:mi_____ day 2.
night student
Check the times when You arxe available: -
b Yornings, lon. Tues, _ Wed._ Thurs. < Y
‘ternOOns,!hﬁi-' Tues. Fcc.___ Thurs. Prie |

17-25, 26-35, 36-45, 46-55,

o Bl (8 Mot ey
-

' e ol s+ ﬂ -

——

sascecsnny
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INTERV] SW GUIDE

Name
Address
Phone

Age: 17-25, 26-35, 36-45, 46-55, 56 and over
Place of birth - Other places you have lived
Religion

School Information
Are you registered at L.A.C.C. or have you ever been?

a. Student - Day Student
full-time
part-time No. of credits

b. Night student
No. of credits

What is your major?
What are your future plans?

Do you plan to go on to a 4-year school?
Do you plan to work towards your bachelor's
degree?
Do you plan to get a job? .
What influenced your decision about your future?
a. parental advice
~b. someone in school
c. Vocational counseling

Residence Information

What are your living arrangements?

a. With whom do you live?

b. Do you live by yourself?

c. What type of housing do you live in?
boarding house, apartment .

How long have you lived at your present address?
Do you consider this to be temporary?

]

—— ey
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How did you learn of the existence of Hillel at L.A.C.C.?

through word of mouth

through signs on campus

through articles in the r *wspaper
through the catalogue

through seeing the sign ouiside the house

What has been your experience with Hillel?

What kinds of activities have you participated in?

If

the following services were made available at Hillel

would you take advantage of them?

If

If
On

s0, why? If not, why not?

Vocational counseling and job planning
Jewish study groups

Social activities

Weekly Shabbat Services

Individual counseling

Group counseling

High Holiday services

Holiday celebrations

Student planning committee

Israeli folk dancing

Newspaper

Rallies for Israel or other Jewish issues
Chavurot

Are there any other activities or services you would
want?

you were the director of the Hillel at L.,A.C.C., which

the above would you feel were essential, etc.?

these activities were held at night would you come?
a weekend?

Are there any people from Hillel whom you particularly
remember?

Do

you think there is a need to have a rabbi at Hillel?

What are the reasons that people have stopped coming to
Hillel?

<
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Have you thought of doing anything to keep Hillel open?

Are you involved in any Jewish organizations besides
Hillel?

a temple, the JCC, the BBY ), etc.

Did you have a Jewish educ.'tion?

Did you have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah?

What denomination of Judaism do you consider yourself?
Reform, Conservative, Orthodox

Are there any other languages spoken in your home besides
English?

Yiddish, Hebrew, Ladino
Are you taking any courses in the Jewish studies depart-
ment at L.A.C.C. or have you in the past? if so which
ones, do you likg the program?

How do you feel about the fact that the Jewish Federation
moved from 590 N. Vermont to 6505 Wilshire?

Do you know anyone else who you think would like to be
interviewed?

Is there anything which we have not covered which you
would like to add?

Thank you.




INTERVIEW W)ORK SHEET

Date Place of Interview
Taped Card returned

Name Sex
Address Phone
Age Student Status

Place ofBirth

Other places

Major

you have lived

Future Plans

Living Arrangements

How do you support yourself?

Hillel
existence

activities

Experience

Services
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Night attendance Weekend
People you remember
Rabbi necessary: Yes N No

Reasons people do not come

Have you thought of doing anything to keep it open?
No Yes

dewish organizations besides Hillel

Reform, Orthodox, Conservative, Secular Jew, Other
Languages spoken in home

Courses in Jewish Studies

Feelings - i.e., Jewish Federation

Anyone else who should be interviewed

Remarks

e ——_
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If you were the director of the Hillel at L.A.C.C.
which of the following would you consider to be the most
important? Please rate the following list in terms of
importance using this system:

1. essential
2. very important
3. moderately important
4. not priority but desirable
S. unessential
Vocational counseling and job planning
Jewish study groups
Social activities
Weekly Shabbat Services
Individual counseling
Group counseling
High Holiday Services
Holiday celebrations
Israeli folk dancing
Student planning committee
Newspaper
Rallies for Israel or other Jewish issues
Chavurot

Jewish faculty group

Other
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-A COMPARISON OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE
RESPONDBENTS IN ACTLAVITY PREFERENCE

Vocational
counseling

VP T4

Jewish study
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Social
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Group
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Student planning
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A COMPARISON OF THE RESPONSE OF STUDENTS 25 AND OVER AND
STUDENTS 25 AND UNDER IN REGARD TO ACTIV.TY PREFERENCE

Vocational
counseling
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A COMPARISON OF THE RESPONSES OF CURRENT STUDENTS AND
FORMER STUDENTS IN REGARD TJ ACTIVITY PREFERENCE

Vocational
counseling
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groups VISP A4
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The following poems describe the LACC Hillel House
and some of the students from the point of wview of one of
the Hillel staff members. The names mentioned in tne

poems are not the actual names of LACC students.
THE HOUSE

A hearty welcome
A warm hello-

Enter the house of porous pardons,

Where troubles sink into the walls

and children sink farther and farther into their unreali-
ties,
and never grow up.

Where people come for lack of any place
better and the piles of waste are ground
farther and farther into and under

the rugs. :

Propaganda-plastered, screaming
from the walls make it easy to
ignore all that can be done--

Too many shrieks make the messages
undeciphered--go unheeded.

It's ok == no.one really wants to know.
A place to sit-, to eat- drink and

be sad-
A place to never change

A house of porous pardons,
swollen with shame.

Randy Weiss




+«++ and she screamed,
I love you I love you I love you
and the world didn't answer
They just laughed.
Stripped of her words--
All she shouted was,
I love you. I love you. I love you.
She had nothing left
no feelings,
no mind,
no relief.
naked she stood, screaming,
I love you I love you I love YOU....

SO SSOORESSS

You're the only I told my name,

She shrieked,

The only one...
it stinks, she shrieked, it stinks-
I'm sorry- I love you- Goddbye

it =stinks

I love you

it stinks.

Randy Weiss
KITTY

fat with poverty
alive just out of spite
confused revelations of what
she could be -- if only...
if Only. e
if only...

ROSY

swimming in the deep end
of all her sorrows,
back stroke for every paddle forward,
Will it end? Begin
She wonders, but just treads.
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DONALD

Small and tight
Monotone bitterness-

tight small
an aging knot of grief

Tangles of traumas
wrapping him tighter and tighter,
making his small frame
slighter and slighter.

Til nothing remains but waste-
drained of potential goodness-
The juices turned sour

and he wouldn't change it for a moment!

Written June 1976 at L.A.C.C.

HILLEL
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