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harmful belief is "in a God who entirely disregards

the worth of personalltiy, or 2 God whose universe is
chaotic and lacking in meaning or unity“,é On the other
hand, she presents those beliefs that she feels do
enhance these aims of emotiohal health. That is, a
pelief in a God "whose attitude towards humanity is
reliable and stable and understanding, regardless of
whether we as individuals are good or ]oaclj‘,,..,‘e one who
is universal in his relationships,...one in whom we are
a parts.es. A belief. in the essential and potential good-
ness of 1life, a belief that when we sense whalt seems o
be the ever~elusive mystery of our existence, thalt we
afe somehow coming close 1o God." These beliefs can
not be presented as facts, or in the traditional lan-
guage. Mrs, Fahs says that this is a lack of respect
on the part of the educatorts for the child. The child
can and should learn from his here-and-now experiences,
not from ihe supérior vantage point of the tradition.‘
1f as adults we can examine with children those events
which we_take for granted with a new sense of apprecia-
tion, awe and wonder, thén we shall be fulfilling the
aims of religion in providing for the emotional needs

of the future generations.

inasmuch as the center of this curriculum is
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comparative religions,

The materials for the currlculum is compfised

of the following texts,

Adults:

The Questioning Child and Religion, by Edith F, Hunter,

Consider the Children; How They Grow, by Elizabeth Mane ;
well and Sophia Fahs, §

Today!s Children and Yesterday!s Heritage by Sophia ;
Fahs,

Pr?judica and Your Child by Kenneth Clark,

The first three books mentioned are concerned with the
child and the traditional methods versus the progressive
methoés of teaching children. The authors note that
traditionél schools do not take into consideration the
findings of the psychologists as to how children develop.
Because of the particular goals of liberal religionists

to have their children grow into their religion, rather

than outgrow them, it 1s necessary to be aware of the
needs of the children and how they can best develop a .! 

religious attitude towards life. The traditional schools

only confuse and disturb the children with their ideas
of God, sin, and morality. How to help the child grow,

using the best techniques so far available from the

sciences, is the aim of the Beacon curriculum which
these baoks explain, Dr, Clark's book on prejudice as

it relates to children is an adult presentation, which

























concomitant activities, geographical and historical
background, and much on the Egyptian religiona Moses
is a book written on two levels, the biblical and the
fictionalized-gscientific account of the same story
presented for comparison and edification. The Biblical
account is highly ébridged and tHere is no indication
of what is fictional and what is known as the result

of research, The guide for the teachers presents much
background material, the reasons for the Biblical del-
etions and suggestioné for the carrying out of the

lessons,

Eleven and Twelve Year Olds:

Jesus:The Carpenter's Son, by Sophia Fahs, with an
‘adult guide by the same author,

The story of the life of Jesus is presented with some
attention to the historical events of the day. There
~are no miracles, and Jesus and his friends seem to be
quite real people, The adult guide has suggestions
for the use pf the text, It is suggested'that this

text well deserves a full years work,

Thirteen and Fourteen Year Qlds:

The Drama of Ancient lIsrael, by John W, Flight, with
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emphasis on theology as there is on acting out the part

of love and redemption in the presenl situatiion, The
Christian concepts should be evidenced by the teacher

in her teaching, not so much in the teaching it to her
children through various materials, In the Presbyterian,
there is a definite emphasis on theology, although not

to the degree that one would expect in a curriculum
basedgon theology. The lower grade materials especially
do not reflect at all the neo=orthodox position of "need",
"giate of sin", "helplessness before God" that would be
expected if it were carried out in those grades., Rather
love, security, and the dependableness of the universe

is seen. 1n the Beacon series, the position of the
Iibefal theology is presented rather strongly in the
texts, so that 1t would be expected of the child that

he would grow up in the same theological pattern, The
CRP curriculum, although there is little theology per

se does have a Christiah viewpoint. It is expected

that the sponsoring chur;h would modify the curriculum
to the point that it would reflect that particular cur-

riculum.





























































































