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In order to understand fully and to appreciate

the work of Pabban Jochanan hen Zaklcai, it is necessary to

have in mind the trends: and currents of political and re­

ligious thought that molded the conditions as they ex­

isted at the time of his activity. Sadducees, Pharisees,

Pseenas, Zealots; Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians;

him in his religious philosophy, cleared up for him the

vision of the course that Judaism must pursue if it were

to endure, and marked out for him his ultimate line of ac­

tion. It is for this reason that we have begun this thesis

with a brief historical sketch from the time of John Hyr-

canus, under whom the sects took form, and whose political

policies ultimately brought Israel into contact with the

t ime.
It was just at the time that Pome destroyed the

Jewish state that Jochanan ben Zakkai was flourishing. he
and it was almost entirely through

tion - all of which were acquired by him thrpugh a study of
conditions and ah assimilation of the best of the fruits
of his political and religious predecessors and contempo­
raries - it was almost entirely through him and his efforts
that Judaism wan abl? to endure.

Herodians, Bomans - all of them in their various activit­
ies determined him in his political views and influenced

was the mar of the hour;
him - through his far-seeing vision, through hie true re­
ligious spirit, through his teachings and method of instruc-

power that was to ruin it politically, but in so doing, 
■liberate it religiously, a^d thus enable it to wield the
tremendous influence that it has wielded since that eventful
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This thesis can lay claim to no great original­

writer, a knowledge of Jochanan's work, and an apprecia­

tion of it, will nerve always as an inspiration.

Ohio,

of it: for to him it has given a more intimate knowledge
of Talmudic literature, a more thorough knowledge of a per­
iod of Jewish history; it has made him feel that it is upon 
him,

Cincinnati.April, 1920

as one among many, to continue in some measure/com­
menced by the man of whom this thesis is written. To the

ity. Its value, if it is posse: sea of any, lies in that it 
brings together the views of many writiers, some agreeing, sone 
differing, upon the great personality whose work it discus­
ses. Its chief value can be appreciated only by the writer
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JOCHANAN BEN ZAKKAI; HIS INFLUENCE ON THE DEVELOP' E’’T OP JUDAISM.

The adv'nt of John Hyrcanus to the throne of Ju­
dea marked a new epoch in the history of the Jew. Fighting
originally for the preservation of the nation and for the

monarch and high priest that, unforseen

spiritual enlightenment of the world.
■ The struggle of the Nacabees was a tv/o-fold one:

firstly, against the priestly-political party within the
state, whose trend seemed to be favorable to Hellenization;
and secondly, in favor of the party zealous for the ances­
tral faith - against the a-mies and influences of the Greeki
who threatened to destroy both state and religion.

Though the Haoabees accomplished their immedi­
ate end., we find the peculiar phenomenon of the Macabeean
priest-king attaching himself in later years to the very
party whose principles and aims he eo bitterly onrosed in

was

which was to result religiously in a religion whose com- 
plexion was to be reflected throughout the ages in the

purity of the religion, both of which were threatened by 
Hellenic influences before he came to the throne, he pur-

by him, was to result politically in disaster for the 
state; but equally unknown to himself and his successors,

calendar, and Israel's time-honored enemy, Idumea, 
forced to accept Judaism as their national religion.

The source for the first two chapters is Graetz1 a "Gesch. der Juden" unless otherwise stated.

the beginning. As temporal king, he soon expanded the 
boundaries of his land to an extent which they had never 
occupied before. Ab priest, his wars were religious wars, 
and great victories were commemorated as holidays in the

sued a policy, as



As king and priest in one, as warrior, ruler and
head of the religions system, he surrounded himself with
those whom he thought best fitted to help him in the ful­
fillment of his ends: the generals in the army; the diplo­
mats, well verted in the customs of the nations with whose
leaders he was bound to come into contact; the aristocracy
whose financial support he needed; the priests, who were
the "old families", and who were familiar with the activi­
ties in and about the temple.

Political expansion meant political alliances
with the h-'athen nations. Political alliances with the

And so we find John Hyrcanus soon standing on the same
ground as did the party within the state which he opposed
before he came to the throne. His new stand resulted in
the formation on definite principles of three distinct
parties within the state.

First, there was the governing class: the war­
riors, diplomata and priests -John's advisors and coun-

On the other hand was the party which we might
characterize as the "patriotic-religious party". Hot the
less interested in, and anxious for, the national welfare,

sellers ; the royal party, whose chief aim was the further­
ing of the political welfare of the state. They also ar­
rogated to themselves the religious functions and priestiy 
prerogatives as exclusive to themselves, and declared 
themselves governed, as to their religious observances, 
only by the laws of the Pentateuch. They developed into 
the party called the Sadducees.

heathen nations meant compromising, to some extent the re­
ligious faith and practices which he fought to keep pure.
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they, in fact, considered it a religious duty to further
the political independence of Judea. Still further, they
insisted that til political undertakings must bear the
stamp of Judaism. so far their political idea. In addi-
t’on, from the religious side, they insisted no less
strongly that Judaism as a ’’elig-’on be preserved. The dif­
ferentiation was chiefly this: that the priestly party in­
sisted that the only religious laws strictly binding were
those laid down in the Pentateuch. The religion-political
party insisted that the oral law was fully as binding as
the Pentateuchal laws; and th. y wanted Judaism preserved

However, there was yet a third party that grew
up in Judea. They were in no sense a political party. They
took no active part in the political life of the state.
They avoided participation in affairs of the public weal.
They were the strict and literal observers of the reli-

selves entirely from those who did not belong to their

These, very briefly, were the parties that exist­
ed at the time when John Hyrcanus ruled. Later they took

sect. Out of this group developed the party known as the 
"Essenes".

on each a definite form; _e.ae)r with definite, fixed purpos­
es and policies; and we find them by the time that John

and were an outgrowth of the pre-Hacahee, party 
rushim".

gious customs. Their chief concern was the maintenance of 
the Levitical purity; and to this end they separated them-

of the "Pa­

as it was handed down to them - as amplified by tradition­
al teaching. The adherents to the principles of this se­
cond party developed into the party called "Pharisees",
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tradition nourished by the Pharisees, holding as binding
only those ordinances laid down in the Pentateuch, espe-

selves; they gradually ceased to be the ministers and ser­
vants of the religion: religion was to serve them." It was

to them.

sentatives only insofar as they truly watched over th ir

religious and political life; but as soon as they made

their own personal interests paramount to the claims of

Religion and the Commonwealth...the best body of citizens

wan in opposition to the Sadducees." True to their prin­

ciples, they entered into the heart of the political life,

practice of their religion. They were the majority party, 

in point of population "the sound and vigorous body of ci­

tizens" who "regarded the priests and rulep their repre-

The Sadducees, with their philosophy declaring: 

"National patriotism above piety." They rejected the oral

Hyrcanus reached hie heighth. in somewhat the following po­

sit ions:

daily with regard to the sacrificial cult, fixing of the 

calendar, etc. They declared that to further the interests 

of the state, some religious injunctions would of necessi­

ty have to be broken. In short, "the Sadducees - the prin­

ces, the priests, had become more and more narow-minded, 

sought to identify the whole ranged of religion with them-

The Pharisees were true patriots, zealous patri­

ots, but at the same time devoted to the study and the

quite natural, therefore, that the great majority - the
/masses, devoted to the religion andfthe best of the nation­

al life compatible with the religion - should be opposed



but from a primarily religious interest. Their leaders

were
gioue courts. They sought to keep the people from commit­

ting political and religious excesses: they aimed to pre-

tions, though they had an eye on the future: to the pre­

servation of the religion.

totally different from the others as to have become abso­

lutely estranged from them. They took no interest in po­

litical affairs. The primary emphasis in their lives was

upon ■’•he maintenance of othg'Levitical purity. And so, in

an effort to conform to the requirements of levitical pu-

matters. Their lives centered about legal ana ceremonial

religious activity. The?/ developed peculiar religious no-

this world - and only for the future world.

tions: especially, mystical doctrines about God, of. angels 
and -of a future world. They came to be looked upon as \ 
peculiar people, endowed with, fie power to foretell the 
future, to perform miracles. The?/ literally lived outside

The Essenes, who might be described as original­
ly ultra-conservative Pharisees, developed into a sect so

serve the state, and at the same time to preserve the true 
and pure religious life. They opposed the disrupting po­
litical influences. They lived to improve present condi-

Though attempting always to maintain ahrmony be­
tween the Sadducees and the Pharisees, Hyrcanus, towards

rity in absolute strictness, thew drew off by themselves.
They became thoroughly separated, developed a perfect com­
munism. Their attention was completely away from worldly

were equal to the priests in the national councils. They 
the heads of the Sanhedrin - of the civil and reli- '
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the end of his reign broke with the Pharisees completely.

cline and ultimate fall of the nation.
Conditions under the successors of Hyrcanus farea

chinations of Antipater, the Idumean, these two were per­
suaded to appear before Pompey, as judge, as to which was
entitled to the throne. Pompey, pursuing solid Boman poli-

from bad to worse. And, as a result of the miserable civl 
war between his grandsons, Hyrcan II and Aristobulus II, 
Pome was brought upon the scene in Judea. Thro-gh the ma-

was declared ethnarch of Judea, under Roman sponsorship. 
Judea was now hardly more than a Ronan province. The po­
litical power of the Sanhedrin became a thing of the past. 
It was now solely a religions power in the state. Its heads 
no longer made the law for Judea; they only interpreted 
the law.

He deposed the Pharise s from the high placed which they 
had filled. The high offices in the Temple, the courts of 
law and the council were given, to the Sadducees. Naturally

cy, weighed the situation, saw where he could gain control 
of the country - and did so. The result was that Hyrcan H

Uith the defeat of Pompey and the appearance of 
Caesa6(upon the scene, Antipater, still the guide and ad­
viser of the weakling, Hyrcan II, ingratiated himself so 
thoroughly with the new master of Pome, that he was able

—
to put Hyrcan out of the way, and-part it ion the kingdom a-

the flame of hatred against the Hasmoneans, once the idols , 
burned within the Pharieean breast; It broke forth in an 
antagonism against Hyrcanus, to succeed him to the throne, 
culminating in civil ware which served to hasten the de-
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conquered by John Hyrcanus, had no1./ become the masters of
the polotical destinies of Judea. The fruits of his polit­
ical policies were beginning to show. Even though the Idu-

Three things of importance transpired during the
reign of Herod which must be considered here because of

the rise of the Zealots.
Herod, or, as the people called him, the Idumean

slave, was now king. "The bitter hatred of the Judean peo-

se-
mo-

situation of affairs: he had to cling to Home as a support 
against the ill will of his people and meet this ill will

quently, as a logical result, he gained the cordial hatred 
off all the people,

means had become Jews, they were that merely in name. The 
ancient enmity towards their conquerors still showed it­
self. And Herod, the son of Antipater, now become king, 
vented his wrath upon the nation and the people.

mongst his three sons. The Idumaeans, the ancient enemy Of 
Israel, who had been forcibly converted to Judaism when

hy apparent concess- one, or control it by unrelenting i 
verity. This was the policy he followed from the first 
ment of his victory until he drew his last breath." Conse-

,pn the,,.one hand; and as the result of 
his pandering policy, Judea, unde" the maneuvering of the

pie, whose ruler he had become without the slightest law­
ful title, was nothing to him as,the friendship of Home... 
His line of action was clearly ma"ked out for him by the

their decisive influence upon the activities of Jochan ben 
Zakkai. The one, that Judea was the more completely reduced 
to a mere Boman province. The second, -that Hillel was. ap­
pointed to the position of head of the Sanhedrin. The third,
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erip ire-seeking Pomane, fell completely into their hands.

Ab compared_to_Herod, the Haemoneans, who had
fallen into disfavor with the vast majority of the people
because of the later attitude of John Hyrcanus himself and

people the more against him. This bit'erness was increased
even more after hie death; for, while hie family wae fight­
ing within itself for the possession of the kingdom anc. the
claimants to the frone went to Pome to lay the matter be­
fore the Emperor, the Poman authorities in Judea of their

'retext to enter the city and plunder

could lay hold off The people could restrain themselves no
longer, and under the loadershin of several of -'heir num­

ber, notably Judas, the Galilean, of Gamala in Gaulinitis,
they organized themselves into independent bards and fought
against the Herodians and Pomans in Judea. But their scat­

ordinary Poman province.
Sone fifteen years previous to this, when Herod

< had departed to Pome to ingratiate himself with th.e Emper­
or Octaviout so as insure -his place as king of Judea, he
had anno inted as head of the Sanhedrin, Hillel, the Baby­
lonian, who had been one of the pup:Is of Shenajah and Ab-

that the descendants of the Easmonean house were put out 
of the way. This had only the result of embi-terinr the

tered efforts w re futile; and at the death of Archelaus , 
the son of Herod, who had retained the throne, Pome added 
Judea to Syria - and Judea was now nothing more than an

own accord so”ght a
it, and especially the Temple, of whatever valuables they

his successors, - the Haemoneans were considered ideal rul­
ers. So, as a matter of self protection, Herod saw to it
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talion, who at the time were heads of that body. The caus­
es for the change are not known. However, the ■■'e suit a of
this action were of supreme Importance to the future of
Judaism.

The significance of this appointment in the midst

established it anew."
paralyzed; it was about to lose its vital energy and in­
fluence upon later development, if Hillel, the man of pro­
found understanding and true religious life, had not effect-

come from. Babylon - for the men of the Babylonian Talmud
were proud of Babylon, despite the oppression they hao. to

wider fielos, were especially fit to awaken a new popular 
spirit. At any rate, Hillel was a man who exerted a decis­
ive influence on Judaism." (1)

suffer there - and that ve-y fact may contain a truth, viz: 
that just such men who were not mixed in and were not whol-

from Babylon and established it anew; and again the Torah 
had been forgotten, and Hillel arrived from Babylon and

"It was not forgotten, but it was

of the chaotic conditions that characterised Herod's reign 
and the reign of his successors ■■ay be judged from the Tal­
mudic saying: "The torah had been forgotten; then Ezra came

ed its regeneration. It may be that the Babylonian Gemara 
ano Ezra ■ 

emphasizes with special pleasure the 'act that Hillel/had

ly saturated with the momentary conditions of Palestine, o 
who had breathed a different atmosphere and perhaps viewed

Because Hillel was a man of such igroortance and 
influence, and especially since he, being the teacher of 
Jochanan ben Zakkai, he transmitted his spirit to him, a 
(1) Geiger: Judaism and its History, pp. llj-ll-i.
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brief sketch of the man and his imnediate influence will
not be out of place here.

the window of the lecture room during a snow storm, gives
us an insight into two facts of his life: his evident po­
verty and his anxiety and zeal for learning. Ve are told o-
ther stories to show his poverty; and possibly it was be-

and humil'ty and meekness personified; possessed of a great
zeal for study and love of p-ace. Yet he was opposed to

their prerogatives most closely. To him, the basis of Ju­
daism was love of man. And this fundamental teaching char­
acterized his life and his work. Though he was a defender
of tradition, he saw Judaism as a continual development of
practical life. He was a true reformer; ■—•_ adapting and

interpreting Judiasm to new conditions. He was a man of

it was aimed. As to

cause he was poor, and of the common people that he had 
more heart for the people and its wants. He was patience

the priests; and though he pointed to scripture for cer­
tain privileges of the priests, he fought against the pri- 
veleges they assumed for themselves, and narrowed down

social, practical life, and invigorated and elevated the 
life of Judaism in all possible manner. He did not believe
in seclusive piety, as hie well known saying, "bo not sep­
arate thyself from the congregation" testifies. This may

the Eseenes, against whoip, no doubt,
his method of teaching, it was Hillel who laid down the

have been directed against the the Saducees, of separatis- 
tic tendencies of a nature quite different from those of

The famous story that tells of Hillel as a boy, 
who in his anxiety to learn, was half frozen as he lay at
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laws, the

sors.
As a matter of equal inte est in the study of the

considered.

narrow. VQiere Hillel endeavored to interpret the lav/ in

accordance with its spirit, Shammai accepted it in full

uted the miserable condition of his people directly to the

did he.as
almost
allied

Their feeling was ho strong on this point as to be 
an obsession with them. Zado?c, a pupil of Shammai,

literalness, and interpreted it in accordance with its 
letter. Another point of difference lay in the attitude of 
the two men toward proselytes. Vhile Hillel was always 
ready to receive proselytes, Shammai's hatred for them was 
greater, than even his religious devotion, since he attrib­

development of Jewish affairs at this time, the activity 
of the great contemporary of Hillel, Shammai, must also be

heathen, together with his firm stand for the preservation 
of the law in all its purity, could not but have influ­
enced many of the people who felt much the same

proselytized Idumeans. And so, though strict in the obser­
vance of the law in its minutest details, he could permit 
the waging of war on the'" Sabbath. Though both Hillel and 
Shammai were Pharisees, their views were so opposite as to 
have had each a distinct fol’.owing amongst the peonle.

Seeing the results of heathen oppression, many 
of the peonle were with Shammai. His attitude towards the

The chief point of di> derence between Hillel and 
Shammai lay in their opposite attitudes towards the law. 
W.-re Hillel was liberal, Shammai was uncompromising and

"seven hermeneutical rules", for deducing laws 
from the Biblical text, which were followed by his succes-
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himself with the bands of patriots in their guerilla war­
fare against the Bomans. Others followed him; and in the
course of time these bands, which originally formed them­
selves to punish the crimes a>id bloodshed of Herod, becare

The bands of patriots were organized, as was

they saw the ruin of J-he state and the disappearance of
the religion if the Boman heel were to be permitted to
crush t^em. And so they put their whole souls to their
task, determined to either avert the catastrophe or to ac­
celerate it. They represented a cause dear to the hearts
of the masses, and consequently their numbers grew. Hovzev-

It vzas a crime a-

king over them, and therefore Herod must be put out of the 
way. Vhile in this formative stage they were called Sicarii,

said before, primarily as a protest against the king, He­
rod. They were filled with the idea that God alone was

and persecution, they became now men of burning patriotism 
and zeal, bitter enemies of the intruding Homan power; for

beyed. These were the sentiments of their leaders, .Tudah, 
the Galilean, and Zadok, the Shammaite.

However at this time they were as yet ununited, 
without any central organization. They were little more

er, they look upon the milder group of Pharisees, headed 
by Hillel, as. unfaithful, compromising.
gainst the religion, they said, to obey the empire, or to 
yield in any way to Borne. God was the only king to be o-

a new sect, determined to fight to the last for the pre­
servation of their religion and the state.

because of the small dagger which they carried with them 
continually. But with increasing Boman unscrupulessness
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than bands of murders and destroyers of property. They

the povzer of Pome, and who could a’-nreciatc the consequences
of their certain failure.

is but natural in groups striving

these bands
called, as,
factions at one time.

came to be repudiated by the Pharisees of the Hillel school, 
vzho could plainly se? the futility of their struggle against

of patriots, or Zealots, as they came to be 
indeed, there seemed to be amongst all the

Hovzever, as
for an ideal - and especially when they are fanatic in
both their strivings and their iaealism - there came to be 
through^orce of conditions some semblance of unity amongst
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There were

interests of the Judean people. In the first place, the

The shamelessness of the Herodian princes in
their inglorious pandering to the Boman power, whereby

drive them earlier to their desperate decision of revolt.

means to obtain wealth through shameless plundering of the

they betrayed the people whom they were meant to serve, 
only served to increase the misery of the people and to

inhuman persecution, wholesale slaughters of innocent ci­
vilians, all went to aggravate the already hostile atti­
tude of the masses towards the Boman rulers.

population was in a period of depression due to the rapa­
cious conduct of the Boman procurators, on their own ac-

Added to this, was the cowardice and servility of the Ju­
dean aristocracy, who, being in league with the Herodian 
rulers, sought their own interests above the interests of

counts on the one hand, and also the equal rapacity of the 
Emperors themselves. Thus, heavy taxes, extorted by force,

(14)
Conditions were rapidly nearing a point, in Ju­

dea, where the strain in.'the relationship^ between Romany 
and Judeancwas nearing the breaking point.
three elements at work, all of them inimical to the best

the people; and in so doing, they betrayed the great mas­
ses into the hands of their oppressors.

Besides these political and social insults to 
the lives and feelings of the people, their religious 
sensibilities were torn by the arbitrary conduct of the

■ high priesthood and their families. The occupants of this 
once exalted position were placed there by the whim of 
the Herodian rulers. The!’" priests used their office as a



impoverished people, rather than to maintain and uphold the
dignity and sanctity of their position.

And finally, added to all this was the dissen­
sion amongst the people themselves. ithout a real leader,
whose interest was the interest of the people and the state,
the rival parties, Sadducees, Pharisees, Zealots and Sicar-

triots struggling to instill their spirit into the minds
and hearts of their fellow-citizens; hut being hampered on
the one hand by the disloyal aristocrats and priests, and

the other by independent groups who, entertaining in-on
terests which were perhaps primarily patriotic, pursued
methods in obtaining their ends that invited the persecu­
tion of the Boman despot - a fact which set the Zealots all
the more against them. The uhariseean leaders and teach­
ers, who foresaw the inevitable result of opposition to
the Poman power, and who, in their desire to preserve the

background.
These horrible conditions naturally reacted upon

Messiah, who would lead them out of their difficulties. Con­

ditions were certainly ripe for this kind of speculation.

And this idea and hope, plus the earliest activities of the

the minds of the people. Seeing no immediate relief, they 

fell back on the notion that soon there would appear the

ii, were at each others' throats continually, rnhere was 

being enacted the woeful spectacle of well-intentioned pa-

religion, if not the state, pursued a policy of concilia­

tion towards the Bomans, were opposed by the impetuous 

leaders of the popular parties, and were forced into the
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disciples of Jesus, paved the way for the riee of Christi­

anity.

But in those times of dissension, even Christi­
anity could not remain unified; and soon there was a distinct

part of the Gentile Christians only served to increase the

It was in the midst of a turmoil such as this

direct against it. However, his attempts at alliances with 
surrounding kings were fathomed by the ever-watchful Boman

soothing balm appeared in the personage of Agrip­
pa, in whose veins flowed the blood of the Hasmonean as 
well as the Herodian. The Herodian instincts of Agrippa

rupture between the Judearrjhxistians, who were in sympa­
thy with Phariseean aims, and the Gentile Christians, who 
through pagan influences in their new religion,. were hos­
tile to the Jews. This attitude towards the Jews on the

Through benevolent grants from the Bmperor, the 
boundaries of Judea were the largest in extent that they 
had ever been. And though pretending deference and loyalty 
to his patron, Agrippa aimed to strengthen his kingdom to 
withstand forever whatever attacks Borne may have chosen to

were worn out in his earlier years as the favorite of the 
Boman emperor, Caligula. As king of Judea, through the 
grace of Caligula, the Hasmonean elements came to the fore. 
And during the short period of his reign, the halcyon days 
of John Hyrcanus seemed to have returned.

misery'- of the people; for to gain their ends, the Chris­
tians used every means in their power to betray the Jews 
to the Bomans, and to hinder them in their struggle to 
throw off the Boman yoke.

that a
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the Emperor, Agrippa remained firmly entrenched in his

the nation. Tn the comparative pe= ce and quiet that fol­

political constitution of the country, partook somewhat of •
a monarchical character. The consent of the president was
required for the interpolation of the leap year, and all
letters or mandates addressed to the near or distant com­
munities were sent in his name -'any excellent laws
emanated from Gamaliel; they were principally directed a-
gainst the abuses that had crept in, or were aimed at pro­
moting the welfare of the whole community. It was the true
spirit of Hillel that pervaded the laws framed by Gamaliel
for the intercourse between the Judeans and the heathen...

Home and Judea had for the moment laid aside their mutual
antipathy, and their intercourse vzas characterized by love

In these ordinances, so full of kindly feeling for the 
heathen, "the influences of Agrippa are plainly visible.

However kindly might have been the feeling of
Caligula for the Jews because of his affection for his

lowed his accession to the throne, the old life-of the peo­
ple seemed to have been restored. The Sanhedrin was again 
restored to its former position, with Gamaliel at its head. 
And under his direction, ably assisted by Jochanan b-n

good graces, and was permitted to rule unmolested.
During his reign apparent unity was effected in

and forbearance. ... "

governors, as were hie efforts to strengthen the fortifi­

cations of Jerusalem. Still, in spite of their reports to

Zakkai, the Sanhedrin acquired an importance that it had 

never before enjoyed. "The Sanhedrin, modelled upon the
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not long before the people realized that their were sold
into the hands of their erstwhile oppressors.

Practically the only power left in the hands of
the Judean king by Borne was the power to appoint the high
priest. And
swayed Agrippa in the choice of the high priest, but sim­
ply the sentiments felt by the candidates for that office
towards Borne. He who carried servility and surrender of
national aspirations furthest gained the prize....In bare-

It seems that ever since Herod, certain families 
were favored by having the high priesthood conferred upon 
one of their members, and that "the members of these fam­
ilies vied with each other in dishonorable conduct and
frivolous thoughtlessness. Often their fierce jealousy 
broke out in acts of violence, and the streets of Jerusa­
lem were occasionally the scenes of bloody skirmishes be­
tween the followers of those hostile, rival houses. Each 
succeeding high priest tried to gain as much as possible 
out of his office, giving - heedless of the worth or fit-

friend, Agrippa, it is certain that no such feeling exist­
ed in thn hearts of his subordinates, ’"or as soon as A-
grippa died, the old antipathy between Boman and Jew and 
Jew and Boman cropped out anew. Agrippa was succeeded upon

ly twenty years, Agrippa had named at least seven high 
priests."

the throne by his son, Agrippa II, a youth c-' seventeen 
years, so steeped in immorality as to have lived incestu- 
ou.sly with his sister, and utterly unfitted for his posi­
tion as ruler. Servile to Borne, really anti-Jewish, it was

"it was not religious zeal or moral worth that
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ness of the recipient - the most lucrative places in the
Temple to hits relatives and friends Those priests who

into stringent poverty. Avarice and greed of power were
the mainsprings of the actions of those who were elected
to represent the highest ideals of morality; the .Temple

Such were the conditions in the ranks of the up-

minded Judeans
conditions. Yet they were powerless. On the other hand,

Judeans as they were against Pome itself. Other bands of
Zealots forgot their original purpose, ana used their op­
portunities for gain for themselves. And so there was fur­
ther friction between the citizens of Judea themselves.

Such were the conditions within Judea during the
period of the beginning of the second half of the first
century of the present era. One party distincly favorable
to Pome; another party holding aloof from all others; the
third, the Zealots divided amongst themselves. However,
the various bands of patriots, after settling their Quar­
rels with each other by force of arms, formed themselves
into something of a unified organization against the con­
stantly growing pressure of the Poman arms. Put with vic­
tory in sight, dissensions again cropped up. Their strength

had not the good fortune to be related to the high priest 
were thus deprived of their means of sustenance, and fell

per classes. It must have been but natural that the higher
- the men of the schools - lamented these

these conditions had their reaction upon other groups. The 

Zealots were as bi+ter against these Pomanized, traitorous

was despoiled by its dignitaries even before the enemy 

forced his way into it with his weapons of plunder."
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was spent in fighting against each other within the walls

strike the decisive blow that was to mean the end of the
Judean nation.

That time soon arrived. The walls of the city
were razed, the city burned, the Temple destroyed. The
counsel of the noblest of the nation had not been heeded;

nation, their
spirit remained. Out of the ruin of Judea, rose Judaism,

the fruit of the activity of those men who saw beyond
armed hordes and fortified cities, beyond national aspirar

portance than even national independence.

of the besieged city. And the Boman armies, under Vespasian 
and, later, under Titus, awaited the opportune tine to

they appreciated and knew to be more enduring than it- form 
and the preservation of which they saw to be of greater 'im-

their spirit melted, teiyporarily, before the white heat of 
zealous, armed patriotism. But when the end came, and Ju­
dea war destroyed never to rise again a: a

tions; who realized the strength of the spirit as superior 
to the strength of material power; and who, consequently, 
labored to save out of the ruin which they knew must come, 
the religion of the people - the spiritual force of which
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In effect, the Boman war against Judea meant the

subjection of the -political entity left them without hone
in that direction. To a great majority the fall of the

meant degradation and loss.
Without any semblance of political independence,

the future life and the rewards in the hereafter were par-

sus-

ticularly attractive and consoling to those who saw no fu­

ture for their old religion. And on the other nand, the 

psychological state of the people made them readily

ruin of the state, the destruction of the Temnle, the de­

population of Judea. These were the tangible effects; their 

meaning was reflected in the despair of the people. The

Temple meant the ruination of the religious life-. The far- 

reaching effects of the deportations could not be appreci­

ated by those left behind, to whom this act of the Bomans

and with the center of the religious life a thing of the 

past, many separated themselves into ascetic groups, while 

others joined the rapidly increasing Judean Christian con­

gregations. (1) Especially was this latter action the

case, since Christianity was beginning active propaganda 

for converts to the new faith. Their pleasing promise of

(1) Toe. Sotah IB; Kaba Bathra 60b; -Tustin. Dialog, cum Tty- 
who, Ch^47. Cee^also rote 1, appendix this chapter. Alpo

ceptible to the mystical elements of Christianity, their 

emphasis on such things as "loses's seeing C-od face to face, 

his hearing of Cod's voice, etc. Vhile the emphasis on 

Christian paralells to Judaism and their false, interpreta­

tions of the law must have been appealing to those Jews,
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who being lax in their Judaism, sfezed upon the new reli­

gion as a means of convenience for themselves as well as

The times were characterized further by two oth­

er factors that contributed to the growing despair of the

er

against the Bomans, who had now brought such misery upon

the people. The peace party, too, represented by the lead­

ers of the Pharisees , had to endure the animosity of those

who were bitter against the Bomans before the fall, and

who blamed these same pacifists for the catastrophe, since

to the detriment of the best interests of the state and the

religion, were now without office, on~'the—one hand-,- and

were out of favor with those who still hoped for a change

The Zealots, now that their cause was lost, cannot but 

have been unpopular among the rest of the population, since 

the catastrophe was directly a result of their struggle h-

(1)
(2)

they did not lend their support to the revolt. The priests 

and Sadducees, who had. been always favorable to Borne even

Friedlander, "Ben Posa u. s. Zeit" p. 25.
Graetz, Gesch. IV, pp. 25-24. ICethuboth 66b. Bote 2, ap­
pendix this chapter.

an opportunit?/ to escape whatever steps the Bomans might 

choose to make harder the already difficult lot of the 

people whom they had conquered. (1)

Jews. The Bomans taxed heavily and encroached illegally up­

on the property of the Jews. They took forcible possession 

of their property with impunity. Loss of property, togeth- 

with exhorbitant taxation which they found difficult to 

pay, made the loss of liberty of'the people the more keen­

ly felt and particularly galling and burdensome. (2) At 

the same time there was a lack of harmony between the sects.
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for the better an well as with those whose ideal was to

stroyed.
The times required a great personality - one who

could alleviate the despair of the people, who could con­
sole them effectively over the loss of the Temple and the
destruction of the state; who could unite the remnants of
the sects and parties on a common ground; who could combat
the influences undermining the religious unity of the peo­
ple; who could, in short, provide a common ground whereon all
the people could come together, and which they could ac-

personality was Jochanan ben Zakkai.a
Jochanan ben Zakkai was the leader of those who,

between the various parties became unbearable to him, he

(1)
(2)(3)

preserve the religion in its spirit, rather than in its 
form, since the seat of formal Judaism, the Temple, was de­

even before the revolt, favored a conciliatory policy toward 
the Pomans. He enjoyed a special authority among the peo­
ple, having been a pupil of both Hillel and Shammai (1).
He had also been the Ab Heth Pin or vice-president of the 
Sanhedrin while Gamaliel the Elder was at its head, (2)

Landau, Monat. Vol. I, p. 167ff« Aboth II:?; Baba Bath 134a
Gratez, Gesch. Vol. III. (appendix this chap. Tote 3
Landau, Ibid. See 7Tote 4, appendix this chapter.

and so, quite naturally, after the death of the latter, he 
was looked upon as the man most competent to succeed him.
He was, in truth, the outstanding man of the generation (3)« 

Luring the war against Pome, Jochanan counselled 
peace; and when, during the siege of the city, the strife

cept as a starting point for reaccomm.odation and new growth. 
such
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as king. Vespasian, flattered, received him kindly, and gave
him the privelege of asking a request that would he grant­
ed. Jochanan made the apparently harmless request that he
be permitted to have a school at Jabneh.

prophetic characterization of him that his teacher voiced:

clear back to Hoses (4). He was the wisest of all the rab­
bis, and it is said of him that when he died, the glory of

(?)

wisdom ceased. He was, indeed, the most important Tanna in the 

last decade of the second templef^).

greatest influence was the former; and it is as the t'-ue 

spirit that he lived and worked (1).

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

granted; and he retired there with his disciples.

Though a pupil of both Hillel and Shammai, his

borne from the city in a coffin. Once outside the walls, he 

came before the Poman general, Vespasian, and hailed him

knew then that the fall of the city was inevitable; and 

determined to save what he could of the ruin, he had himself

mhe request wae

inheritor of Hillel's

He was the favorite pupil of Hillel; and he lived up to the

the law and the study of it. And as a teacher, as well as 

as one who knew the law, he was famed, even at his own time. 

All the qualities of the ideal student are ascribed to him 

(3) • He was considered the bearer of tradition that goes

Bacher: Agada d. Tannaiten; b. Hedarim 29b; j. Hedarim ?. 
ibid. See note appendix this chapter.
Succah 28a; Aboth'/Pabbi ITathan, 14:1. See note 6, ap­
pendix this chapter.
Schurer: Gesch. d. Jud. volkes, Vol. II, p. See 
also note 7, appendix this chapter.
Bacher, art. "Jochanan b. Zakkai, Jewish Encyclopedia.

"Ab leHachmah veAb leDoroth - Father of wisdom, and father 

of coming generations." (2).

Jochanan's chief concern was the preservation of



-25-

tion. "lien the gates of the Temple at one time opened of

ly he destroyed. Zechariah hen Iddo has already prophecied
against thee:

nmay destroy thy cedars.'

the essence of Judaism was not indissolubly connected with

the Temple and its altar, and hence could not perish with

them. He appreciated the fact that the preservation of juda-

if it was to be preserved, meant the preservation of

this task constantly before him previous to the destruction

so al

he worked to fulfill this ideal.
During the party strife in Temple times, Jochan-

Ana it was either out of fear of the
furious fanaticism of the Zealots or out of precautionary
measures to secure in advance a refuge for the law that he
fled to the camp of the Poman general (5). And it may be
that he was successful in obtaining his desire because the
Bomans knew hie friendly attitude towards them through

(5)

themselves, he prophesied to them: "Oh, Temple, Temple, 
why dost thou frighten thyself? I know that thou wilt sure-

(1)
(2)

During the turbulent times of the siege of Jeru­
salem, Jochanan saw that the Temple was doomed to destruc-

'Open thy doors, Oh Lebanon, that the fire
(1). But he realized, too, that

ism, 

the law. And as he kept the vision of the fulfilling of

Joma 39L. See note 8, appendix this chapter.
Bacher, Agadah d. Tannaiten; Pesacliim 2ba. See note 9, 
appendix this chapter.
Oraetz, 0-esch. Vol. IV, p. 12.

and attempted to realize it by remaining above the jealcus- 
ieas and strifes of the parties, so a^ter the destruction

an prepared a circle of students to lay the foundation for 
this new era (2).
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his fellowmen he was always courteous, it is related of
him that he always greeted a person before that person
greeted him. Purity of speech and humility also were out-

( .

ways sympathetic and undogmatic, asking questions, rather 

than making statements, and willing to accept the view of a 

pupil over his own view, if there was warrant for it(5).

In other words, he possessed all the attributes of 

greatness: modesty, scholarship, forbearance, executive a-

standing features of his character that made him so well 

belovedf?). -And in his relations with his pupils he was al-

spies that they had placed within the city (1). Hovr°ver, 

he was permitted to have his school in .Tabneh; and it was 

here that he convoked a Sanhedrin and was acknowledged as 

its president (2).

The time was ripe for living, concrete ethical 

teachings rather than for abstractions. So he placed study 

and righteousness above law and sacrifice in his system.

(?) His kind, benignant character influenced his politic­

al activities, and let to a tolereance (as against the Zea­

lots'-. fierce intolerance) which probably worked to soften

conscientiousness, as 

where he displays no hesitancy in discussing a hateful 

subject like false balances (5)• In his relations with

(1) JraetZybdesch.-Vol.IIY, P- 12;
(2) See no^e 10i,c appendix to this charter j 0' .'.1. ■
(3) Chagig^ <7.1 .. ' ( is c - - e:-.
(4) 0raetz, 'leech. Vol. IV, p. 22; Berachoth 17a; Baba Bath 10b.

See note 11, anpendix to this chapter.
(‘7) Braunschweiger, Die lehrer der ischnah, p. 14-6.
(6) Succah 28a. See note 12, anrendiX t’-’ie chanter.
(7) landau, Donat. Vol. I, pp. 169-7° Saba Bathra 10b

Vespasion and Titus in their attitudes towards the Jews.

(4) Another outstanding characteristic of the man was his 

shown by such passages ('ielirn 17:16)
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bility, reeourcefulnesB, high ideals, and an impelling

zeal to accomplish hit ideals in the face of obstacles.

But above all, he was filled with that religious spirit

that comes from a strong sense of the nearness of Cod. His

comforting thought over the destruction of the femple was:

11 the -ne

life of the people on a new line that would give it perma-

nence, and enable it to endure future catastrophes of even

greater magnitude.

(1)

that wherever Israel was e’ilea, Cod was exiled with them(l).

Small wonder, then, that this man stood out above 

of his generation as the one man fitted to organize the

Landau, 'Tonat. Vol. I, n. 17 ?•
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gether with growing respect for the rabbis existed side "by­

side with the Temple cult. After the des truction, .Tocharran

simply emphasized this first mentioned side of the reli­

gious life, and worked to haire it replace the other. And i-

in the same spirit as he said "before the destruction that

just as the sin offering atones for Israel, so charity a-

"deedsII

a

a

•Tochanan lives in school tradition

egend acquaints him also
with other sciences and branches of learning?). However,

he was not so one-sided as to have busied himself only
with study, to the exclusion of everything else. He was

then, was the principle that motivated him in his great 
work of religious reconstruction. He believed that study 
of the Torah was the natural state of man(2), and he was 

living proof of this conviction (j), urging this kind of

Before the destruction, synagogue services, Torah 
reading, and, after Hillel, scriptural interpretations to-

(1)
(2)(3)
P)U)
(6)

life not only upon his followers, but even upon the 
priests as a means of salvation for them(4).

and to have treated every part of the or 1 lav; - Halacha, 
"Tidrash, Agadah and Talmud.(6)

grasping", who had reached all fields of learning. He is 
reputed to have studied every'part of Jewish tradition(^)

as 'the "all­

tones for the Gentiles", he said, after the fall, 

of love replace sacrifices", quoting the words of Hosea, 

(VI;6): "For I desire goodness, and not sacrifice; and the 

knowledge of God more than burnt offerings." (1) This,

AbothkB. Nathan, Ch. 4. See note 1, aupendix this Chapter.
Bacher, Agada d. Tannaiten.
Aboth II:9’> Aboth^Pabbi ' athan, Ch. 14 and Ch. 22. See 
not; 2, arnendix this cha-ter.
Hosh Hashanah l^a. ':ote x, arwendix this chap.

i($;8, .Note 4; appendix this chapter,
V||. nt, p. 15. (i) SvccuU M«. H.Te S,
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famed also as

ed the spirit of Hillel, his teacher.

The same sympathetic attitude that characterized

him in his relationship with his pupile, marked him in his at­

titude towards opponents of hie, whether Sadducee, heathen

or Christian. So, too, were his controve-sies marked by

his patience and his strong defense of Jewish laws. To

those who impugned Judaism and the ■e’.ra, basing their

statements on evident contradictions in scripture, he showed

that their beliefs and literatures also had in them seem­

ing Incongruities.(2) His explanations of Jewish customs

to outsiders were marked by a breadth of interpretation

them as he did when the same question was propounded by

his pupils, through Agadic interpretations.(3) 3ven du-

re had other dis-

367.

and a facility of explanation and clarity that precluded 
the necessity for him to. put a. religions connotation upon

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(?)

ring Temple times he defended Judaism, as he interpreted 

it, through positive teaching. It is told (4) that he 

hindered a Sadcucs«an priest from burning the red heifer 

according to the Sadduce^an method, insisting that it be 

done according to the Phariseian method.

putatione with Sa.dduceans on q’estions of la-■ •’•hat subse­

quently disappeared from histo^yC?). He attempted always to

a practical man(l). And it was as the prac­

tical man in his building for the future that he reflect-

Priedlander, "Ben Bosa u. s. Ze it, p. 2V.
Bacher, Agada d. Tannaiten, pp. 39-40 
ibid. p. 41; see note 6, appendix this chapter.
Tosefta Parah, 11:2
Schurer, Gesc, des Ji'id. Volkes, Vol II, p.
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base all hie traditional statements upon a traditional

he fights sectarian-

Jochanan was the first who defeated the Sadducees

same incisiveness that characterized all his controver-
- sies.

refuting their objections, and explaining "the singular char­

customs, .Tochanan strove to appeal to the moral and ethical

Baba’hathra 114b;

with arguments, and who understood to upset their ground­

less theories by keen dialectics(5). He had controversies

acter of the religious precepts by fitting similes and 

parables."^)

ism among his disciples by never saying anything not surely 

traditional. (Z)

with the Sadducees on many questions, such as the time of 

Shabuoth, why the daughter does not inherit with the wife's 

grandson(4) and other questions in which he displayed the

senses of the people rather than to their sunerstitions. 

But particularly was this the case in his symbolic inter­

pretations of the scriptures (agadah). He went deeply into 

the spirit of the scriptur^f and in the scripture/ itself 

found the agadah. And in all his agadic internretations of

It was his custom, also, to hold discussions with 

heathens who were acquainted with the doctrines of Judaism,

In all his activities, whether as teacher in the 
classroom,' as controversialist, as originator of laws and

ground so as to prevent opposition from the Sadducees, and 

was worried when he could not do it(l); and with regard to 

apparent contradictions in scripture

Vote 8, appendix 
(this chap.

(1) Sotah 27b.' See note 7, this chan.
(2} I.a!ndau, ’"onat. Vol. I, n. 172.
(3) Sraetz, uesch. Vol. IV, p*. 12; Jadaim W:o.(4) Baba Bathra 114b; not 9 , annendix this ch.
(5) Sraetz, Clench. Vol IV, p. 19'.'
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ot only was he the

He used this method of agadic interpretations in

did not stop there. same

direction so as to give then practice in arriving at opin-

not iron be used on the altar?"

a pursuit which in its very nature is opposed to the things

the altar stands for. And from this conclusion he draws

lesson of universal peace(4). The practical value ofthe

his deduction may be the more appreciated when we consider
that it must have been made at a time of bitter feeling
and intense party strife (?).

Jochanan was famous in his time also for his se­
cret teachings of cosmogony and theosophy as well as for
his polemics against the heathens, Christians and Sadducees,

see

first to study Agadah, but he raised it almost to the level 

of philosophic inquiry, in that he tried to explain legal 

decisions logically and connect them with general truths(l).

acterized by the rabbis as "Homer". The meaning of the 

term is doubtfulC?)- An example of this method of inter­

CD
(2) 
C3) 
(4) 
(D

ions, and at the same time to train them in discerning and 

judging questions. (2)

This method of biblical interpretation was char-

preting scrinture from the scripture itself may be cited 

in the fol owing (’.fechilta to Exodus, XX:2?):

Iron is used in warfare,

"'Toy should

Gratez, Gesch. Vol. IV, p. 18;fnaba Kama 79b, see notelQf// 
Bacher, Agadah d. Tann. p. 37 4_ (appendix this chap.
Bacher, Agadah d. Tann. u. 33, note.
S-'e note 12, appendix to this chapter.

Bacher, A-adah d. Tann. p. 3°*

ihe^biblical passages he placed the primary emphasis on 

good deeds and the study of the law.

discussing the lav/ with those outside hie school. But he 

we encouraged his pupils in this
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osophy was at its height. And the fact that he is mentioned

as

mystic trend of the time per ee, or else used it to add­

in order to make Judaism conform the more to con­

ditions as they came to be after the destruction of the

relgious center. And so he ordained that certain privileges

that had been peculiar to Jerusalem should be transferrai to

weight to the principles he enunciated so that they might 

authoritative. (4)

(4)

(?)

the more readily become accepted as

Temple, Jochanan made certain legal institutions which, 

though they met opposition at first, came to be accepted. 

These institutions ot, "takanoth" came from Jabneh. Jochanan 

saw to it that Jabneh took, the place of Jerusalem as the

an important link in the chain of tradition of the Za- 

ballah(2), together with the fact that all his prominent 

pupils mentioned in Aboth, with the exception of Eliezer 

b. Wyrcanus (who was a Sharamaite in spirit) foil owed in 

the same path, undoubtedly through his influence(3) would 

indicate that he himself must have been influenced by the

and for his ethical teachings, though it is difficult to 

say what it was he taught, exactly, in this field(l). How­

ever, the time when he liv£d was one in which mystic phil-

was a

Jabneh. So, the Temple being no longex- in existence, the 
Shofar, which had been blown previous to the destruction of 
the Temple only in Jerusalem, could be blown now wherever 
there was a court. (J). Previous to the destruction of the 
Temple , it was the custom to wave the Lulab the seven days
(1) Bacher,’Agadah-d.' Tannaiten, p. 43. .
(2) ITeumark, lesch. d. Jud. Phil., Vol lit, n. 37■
(3) 'ibid. pp. 37-38. ‘ '

Sukkah 32b; Erubin 19a; Hagiga 13 ,b; See note 13, ®pen- 
dix to this chap'er.
Posh Hashanah IV:1. (see note 14, appendix this chap.)
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ulated by the Temple were changed. The new grain, which
could be eaten immediately after the Omer was taken the se­
cond day of the Passover during Temple times, could not now
be eaten until after the second day, since they could no

''fitnesses testifying for the new moon had to

It
was the custom in Temple times for witnesses for the new

of the new moon offering which must come exactly on the

of the Succoth festival only in the Temple, and only one 

day outside of it. .Tochanan now ordained that the Lulab

After the Temple wan destroyed, witnesses for 

the new moon were received all day long, according to the 

change instituted by Tochanan; whereas before it was de-

first day of the month. After the destruction of the Temple,

Posh Hashanah IV:2. Note 15”, appendix this chapter.
Posh Hashanah IV:2.
Posh Hashanah IV: 4. Note 16, appendix this chapter.
Hosh Hashanah IV:4.

their testimony, regardless of where the Posh Beth Din was, 

and that the Beth Din would declare the new moon. (3)

stroyed, witnesses were received only until Hinchah in or­

der to avoid Confusing the Levites in their song. (4)

was to be waved everywhere, seven days, as a memorial to 

the sanctuary. (1).

So also certain other customs Kvhich had been reg­

moon to desecrate the Sabbath to report the new moon because

(1)(2)(3)(4)

longer tell the exact time fime when the Omer could be 
brought. (2)
present their testimony before the Posh Beth Din, wherever 
he was, as he was the only one who had the right to declare 
it._Tochanan changed this by declaring that the witnesses 
for the new moon would now report to the Beth Din with



monthly offerings, the only sabbaths that may be desecrated

those before Tishri and yisan, since these two monthswere

needed to fix the festivals in those communities out-were

the land. (1)side

With regard to the synagogue service Jochanan de-

the proselyte had to deposit one forth shekel to guarantee

though it is doubtful if he actually instituted them. But

the mere fact that though the changes had been made and

there was a difference of opinion as to who instituted the

changes, they were ascribed to Jochanan, would indicate

that Jochanan1 s successors appreciated his force and ability

in effecting changes in laws and customs to give them signi­

ficance in new conditions, at the same time retaining re—

The fi rst of^tain-tag enough of their flavor to be accepted.

the doubtful Takanoth ascribed to Jochanan was. the one con­

cerning the place of binding the scarlet threat when the

Azazel was thrown over the rock. (4) The rabbis said to

dared that the priests going up to bless the people must 

not go up with their shoes on out of respect to the people 

and to the Shechinah.(2) While the Temple was standing,

his bird offering when he became converted. With the de­

struction, Jochanan abolished this, (j)

There are two other Takanoth ascribed to Jochanan,

-34-

Jochanan decreed that since there were no more regular

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Bosh Hashanah 21b.
Bosh Hashanah 31b and Sotah 40a
Bosh Hashanah 31b |
Joma 67a. Bab Papa,.-that other rabbis, previous to 
Jochanan decreed this. And Hishna Joma VI:6 also men­
tions this, though not in the name of Jochanan ben 
Zakkai.
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bind one on the rock and one on the horns of the Azazel.

The other doubtful Takanah is this: Before the

destruction of the Temple, only the people further than a

day's journey from Jerusalem were permitted to redeem the

fourth year fruit; those within a day's journey of the

city had to bring it to the priest for-the decoration of

Even during Temple times certain changes were

made in _this__regard by Jochanan: The abolition of the

drinking of the "mayim shel sotah" by the woman accused of

Temple was no longer in existence, those laws depending

not abolish these laws and customs. He realized that the

people would have to be educated to accommodate themselves

and form and custom as could be preserved, yet stressing

the spirit of the religious practice rather than its let­

ter.

The esteem in which Jochanan wae held; his gen-

Oraetz, (reach. Vol. IV.

adultery came about because of the low moral conditiona a- 

mong the people at the time. (2)

!'J These changes in the religious customs of the

(1)

(2)

Vi1 '^1-cnangea in uiie religious customs 01 TileT
people were made necessary by the destruction of Jerusa­

lem and the Temple. Jochanan'b theory was that eince the

Posh Hashanah Jib. However '.faaseh Sheni V:2 refera to 
this change, but does not mention Jochanan ben Zakkai.

the streets of Jerusalem. Then the temple was destroyed, 

even those people within a day's journey were permitted 

to redeem it with money value. (1)

to their new conditions; so he made the changes in keep­

ing with tradition, preserving as much of the ceremonial

upon the existence of the Temple for their fulfillment, 

must be changed or modified. It is noteworthy that he did
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tle spirit and forceful personality; his sharp mind and

keen intellect and far-seeing vision; all these, together

with a consciousness of his responsibility to the people,

directed him in all his activities. He felt keenly the po­

litical fall of the people. And these changes were made

to facilitate to some degree their rise again - spiritual­

ly and religiously.



CHAPTER FIVE
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The importance of Jochanan in the eyes of Israel

may he appreciated hy the fact that he was the only one not

line of Hillel to occupy the position of presidentof the

Sanhedrin. He was the soul of the exile. (1)of the And

all the institutions that marked the assumption hy Jabneh

him.

were attached to him as his pupils and helpers.

of any distinct nature is greeted with unanimous approval
hy the contemporaries of the one who undertakes it. All

honored religious ideas, customs and prejudices are the
last to he overthrown or even changed.

This must have heen especially the case with the
priests, who saw Jochanan developing amongst the people a
philosophy of religion and a religious life that would pre­
clude the future necessity of the Temple and its cult. Jo­
chanan paid little attention to the matter of sacrifices;
he was concerned more with the future of Judaism than with

Of four-

liel II, who succeeded him to the patriarchate, was his 
pupil and was groomed for the position he was later to
hold hy Jochanan himself.

However, all was not harmony with him in his la­
bors. no work that is undertaken with the object of reform

(1)
(3)

(2) ibid.
Cultus", p.25.

of the place formerly held by Jerusalem were ascribed to

(2) furthermore, all the significant men of hie time

(3) Gama-

its past. Consequently, of all the scholars who attended him 
only Simon b. ETathanel and Jose (Cohenim) and Joshuah b.

(4)

the more so is it the case if it is a task that aims to re­

construct the religious life of a group: for one's time-

Chananjah (Levite) were of priestly come ction.

J. Berenbourg, Porschum’en; pp. 178-9.
Baba Bathra 10b. (4) Buehler, "Priester u.
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teen scholars), contemporary with Jochanan, who were priests

Hone of the others are mentioned as his
disciples. The reasons that they were not of the school of
Jabneh - and were even opposed to him - are plain, in the
light of Jochanan's activity:

of preserving Judaism in the form in whih it had always

position was to he found in the fact that Jochanan was not

of a priestly family; and it was distasteful to them to see

the leadership in Jewish affairs going to one who was not

of their number.

gency in the observance of the religious minutia and the nar­

row limits of the lav; in the days of Hillel, so also did his

(1)

favored Pome, they Bar; in the destruction the end of their 
power as well as the end of a comfortable livelihood, ’hile

In the first place, they were suspicious of his 
political viewpoint. However much the priests and the priest­
ly party before the destruction of the Temple might have

carry out his plan of strengthening, remolding and preserv­
ing Judaism to endure forever. Another reason for their op-

He was opposed, certainly, by those of the school 
of Shammai. Just as their master emphasised the utmost strin-

before the catastrophe they might have been friendly to 
Tome, after it their attitude became just the reverse. Jo­
chanan, on the other hand, had always pursued a policy of 
friendliness to Home: before the destruction, with the idea

or levites, these were the only three that had anything to 
do with him. (1)

existed; after the destruction with the idea-idea 
that under Pome's friendly auspices, he would be able to

Buehler, "Priester u. Cultus, p. 17.
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and so they must have opposed to a cor-

emphasis of Jochanan and his colleagues

on the religious idea

In addition, he must have met the opposition of

been the case even among his own co-workers, (3) And others,

4

I

men, who, either through jealousy or lack of vision, consid­

ered him not big enough to unite all elements. This may have

on the national idea; 

responding degree the

unity of the Jewish people in the dispersion - the one thing 

that he realized was so necessary to their preservation - 

and which Gamaliel II brought to even greater perfection, al-> 

he employed strenuous means to accomplish it.

(1)
(2)
(3)

no small measure the

as more worthy - indeed necessary - of 

preservation if the people was to endure. (2)

pupils oppose the liberal tendencies of the pupil of Hillel.

(1) The Shammaites were equally uncompromising in their stress

out of strong sentimental reasons opposed him also for his 

removal of the Sanhedrin from Jerusalem and the Temple, of 

which it was considered part and parcel, and whose existence 

outside of the Temple was deemed impossible(4).

However, it cannot be said with any_great degree 

of certainty that Jochanan was hampered much in his work 

by this opposition. The facts that in all his controversies 

tradition points that Jochanan's views were upheldor acced­

ed to, on the one hand, and on. the. .other that no specific 

references are made to opposition of a harmful kind in his 

strivings, seem to point the more strongly to the conclu­

sion that Jochanan really did effect in

Buehler, "Priester u. Cultus", p. 19.
Veiss, "Dor Dor V'dor1shov", Vol. II, p. 40. B
J. Derenbourg,"R. Jochananb. Zakkai in Berur Chail. See 
note Ho. 1, appendix to this chapter.
Veiss, ibia, p. 40. See note Ho.2, appendix this chapter. 
Graetz, Gesch. d. Juden, Vol. IV, p. 14.
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on

men who

friendship existed between these two. Jochanan always re-

a term of close regard andferred to him as "Chaninah b'ni", 

affectionate friendship. (2) This mutual affection probably

grew out of, and was strengthened by, the similar purpose 

of both - that of preserving religious Israel through the 

general enlightenment of the masses.

Yet, however great and capable might have been the 

aided Jochanan in his work, he was the dominating 

personality of the time. It was Jochanan who prepared the 

transition from the tumultuous, intricate political life to 

the quiet, but none the less eventful, congregational life. 

He it was that connected up the cords of contact with the 

scattered Jewish communities of the time - in Pome, in E- 

gypt, in Parthia - by establishing the Sanhedrin in Jabneh 

with full authority. These communities accepted the appoint­

ment of the festivals from Jabneh as they had previously 

from Jerusalme, and probably appealed to the new Sanhedrin 

for decrees in doubtful legal cases, as they had from the old. (4)

Hot much light has been cast, unfortunately, 

what personalities were instrumental in aiding Jochanan in 

his great reconstructive work. However, he could not have done
I 

it all alone. He must have had some strong person at hisside 

besides his famous pupils mentioned in Aboth (11:9) • He 

needed somebody to aid him in reaching the masses; and he 

found this supplement in Chanina ben Dosa. (1) A strong

(1) Friedlander, M. "Ben Dosa u. s. Zeit", p. 2f.
(2) ibid. p. 2?.
(3) ibid.
(4) Graetz, Gesch. d. Juden, Vol. IV, p. 2?.



He made Jabneh the center of the religious and the

national life of the people. And in removing the Sanhedrial

now become a die-

Graetz likens Jochanan ben Zakkai to the prophet,

ushered in a new era. R. Jochanan and Zerubabel stood upon

tain destruction under the ruins of Jerusalem; he transplant-

The

(1) Graetz, Gesch. d. Juden, Vol. IV, Ch. 1, end.

I

tinctly religious body, jao longer political, as it had been 

under the political stress in Jerusalem, jochanan had set

functions from the site of the Temple and transferring them 

to Jabneh, he severed Jerusalem from the sacrificial cult

out of politics and gave it to all the people as a treasure 

to cherish and to nourish and to share with others.

Judaism off on a new course: he made it a living, vital re­

ligion of every day life for all its adherents; he took it

This, indeed, is the place Jochanan 

occupies in history. He rescued Judaism from what seemed cer-

Jeremiah, and the prince, Zerubabel, who had returned from 

the Babylonian captivity: "Like Jeremiah, he breathed his 

lamentations over the ruins of Jerusalem - like Zerubabel, he

ed it, trimmed off the dead branches, and gave it new life.

He was the inspiration and guide of those who, af­

ter he had gone, were to foster it and see to its growth. ' 

teachings of the succeeding rabbis bear all of them the im-

the threshhold of two epochs, inheriting a legacy from the 

one and bequeathing it to the other; both laid the founda­

tion to remold the fabric of Judaism, the superstructure 

and completion of which constituted the task of the succeed­

ing generations." (1)

and left it independent. The Sanhedrin wae
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press of his method. His influence it was that caused hie

contemporaries to make collections of Halachoth of various

authoritatively set laws and institutions.

the terms in which

(1)

P. Jochanan hen Zakkai is one of those personages of history 

whose character monopolizes the age and impresses it with an

knowledge in his time; a powerful pillar he

religion, supporting it and establishing it to endure; and as

kinds, which became the cornerstone for the great builders 

of the Mishnah. (1) The men who succeeded him reflected his

character and spirit and ideals: Gamaliel II, who organized 

and unified the Jewry of his time and succeeding generations

a strong hammer that crushes the rock were his teachings a- 

gainst those who opposed and found fault with the Torah." (2)

light of truth and 

was to the Jewish

"How appropriate, how true, were

his pupils characterized him when they said to him on his dy­

ing bed: 'Light of Israel, Bight-hand pillar, Strong Hammer.." 

...For he was as a light to Israel which lit their way in their

illuminating researched in the Torah - a

under the authority of the Jabneh Sanhedrin; Joshuah b. Chan- 

aniah, the mediator between Bomans and Jews; Akiba^ the pu­

pil of Jochanan's pupil, Eliezer b. TTyrcanus, who developed 

the ^gadic method of Jochanan still further; P. Heir, who 

developed the system of deducing Halachoth from Halachoth 

in the same manner as Jochanan deduced Agadoth from Scrip­

tural texts, and whose method became the accepted one in Tal­

mudic dialectics; Judah HaHasi, the compiler of the Hishnah, 

who by this work emulated the master whose spirit he reflect­

ed in that he, too, further unified Israel on the basis of

indelible stamp, and vzho influences events as well as men.

Veiss, "Lor Dor V'dorshov", Vol. II, p. 42. (2) ibid. p-38.
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generation was picked as the one 
tradition("). so Joohanan was the great­

generation, though not made Nasi out of debt
misl'a family, (lar.dau, L_onat. Yol.I, n.o67)
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Note 7
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Still, another view is held by Dreifus (llonat. Vol. 19, up. 
568-573, art. Das Verhaltniss R. Joohanan b. Zakkai- zum * 
Hillelschen Patriarchehause.") Quoting Gittin 56b.: ''J P 

pTT Kn^'wjci n'DDni niD' he differs in his 
interpretation of the word "KD^'PIP" as interpreted by Ka­
shi and tradition - i.e. as "the family of Gamaliel" - and 
interprets the word as me ning "the insignia of office of 
the Nasi", sinoe the family of Gamaliel was in ill repute 
with the Romans because of Simon b. Gamaliel's opposition 
to the Romans. As proof for this thesis, he says that the 
opposition to the house of Gamaliel holding the position of

Note 9
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Note 8
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11DJ P TDK
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Blau (Monat. Jahg. 43, p. 561) is of the opinion that Jo­
ohanan never was Patriarch of the Sanhedrin; and that 
Jabneh was given him by the Romans Just for the purpose 
of keeping him near the legions. J. Derenbourg (Monat. 
Vol. 37, p. 304, art. "Joohanan b. Zakkai and Gamaliel II") 
while granting that Joohanan was the Patriarch, says that 
Joohanan considered his high position only as provisional, 
sinoe Rabbi Gamaliel was not yet ripe enough to assume the 
duties and responsibilities of the position. Joohanan re­
mained at the head of the eohool only till Gamaliel was 
fit to take the responsibility (he was only seventeen years 
old when Joohanan assumed the patriarchate) and then re­
tired to Berur Chail, while Rabbi Gamaliel "strove with the 
energy necessary for the time to create a new center for 
unity for the scattered Judaism."

1 il' *7 K J'KP 'J'DD nPD1? HD’?H 1DTD 1DTT

-J

'T 'pvk 'ODDTJT p 'DJ' 'T KD5D1 
?D1'n mmon D'DD DD1? H'D t7Th DD

I'KT'1? 'H TTD p"D DPnm
------------------- ------------------------------L
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I

Note 12
See note 6.

Nasi was to be found among the foremost men of the time, 
beginning with the pupils of Jochanan b. Zakkai - espe­
cially Eliezer b. Hyrcanus and Joshuah b. Chanjah; and 
further, that Gamaliel was sensible to this opposition. 
He ventures further, that if Jochanan had had a son wor­
thy of being Nasi, he would have had him to succeed him, 
instead of handing over the position to Gamaliel. But Jo- 
chanan's son died during Jochanan's lifetime, and his 
pupils, Eliezer b. Hyrcanus and Joshua b. Chanjah hoped 
to succeed him as Nasi.

Note 11
DTK TD'lpH K'JW '83» p ] J n I ' ] 31 "7V T ' *? J7 POK 

(17 01313) .plC3 '13J iS'BFl C'Jl’ID

’jkiet iy meso OKoonn dps 'kd» p pni' pi on1? ids 
(10 K103 K33) ,D"I3J7 0'930 OpIX p

Derenbourg's opinion is much more sane and rational. As 
to Blau's view, the Romans did not have to give him Jabneh 
to keep their eyes on him. They could have done that in 
Jerusalem, if there was any greet necessity for it: - or 
could h ve very easily put him out of the way by other 
means.

Though this last theory seems plausible, it is far fetched. 
Dreifus bases his theory on two suppositions; (1) that 
the traditional meaning of "KD'J'PJP" is incorrect, as re­
ferring to the descendents of Gamaliel (Rashi; Jastrow's 
Talmudical dictionary); and (2) the circumstance that Jo- 
chan left Jabneh. He finds in the fact that Jochanan'_s 
pupil, Eliezer b. Hyrcanus was excommunicated after Jo­
chanan's death by Gamaliel, the reason for assuming that 
Jochanan, too, must have been opposed to Gamaliel. How­
ever, there are other, and very plausible, reasons why 
Eliezer was opposed to Gamaliel: Eliezer was a Shamr.aite 
in spirit: and this influence in his opinions towards 
conservatism - being at variance with the views of Gama­
liel - resulted in his excommunication. There is no evi­
dence of hostile relationships between Jochanan and Gam­
aliel. Dreifus evidently lost sight of the fact that Jo­
chanan was a very old man even when the Temple was de­
stroyed, and could not continue his strenuous work because 
of his age.
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Five interpretations of Biblical texts are grouped together 
"loin ]'D3n in Tos. Baba Kama, 7:3 ff. From them Jochan- 
an’s method of Agadio interoretation, which he originated, 
may be appreciated:
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Note 12
Of. third, quotation, note 11, above.
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For the fifth quotation, see Note 10, this chapter.

Note 14

7 Whether the Soferim had. decreed this for some unknown rea-
• / son, or whether now the Temple and sacrifices were a thin? 

of the past we~do not know. However, these Takanoth were made 
by Joohanan to strengthen his Beth Bin and to make it clear 
that anauthoritative Beth Din must now come into exisLence 
as an essential factor in preserving the religion. Though 
jochanan desired that the religious practices of the people 
undergo certain changes so that they might preserve them e-
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Note Iff
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The purpose of this Takanah was to emphasize the importance 
of the Beth Din as the authority, rather than uhe Bosh Beth 
Din. It gave an independence to the organization that stim­
ulated views that could not but lend towards a growth in 
independent religious and legal thought.

Note 15
The fact that changes were amde and that they wereoascribed 
to Jochanan would indicate that his successors appreciated 
his force and influence in effectively changing laws ana 
customs to give them significance in the new conditions, 
and at the same time retain enough of their former flavor 
to still be accepted.

ven under the new conditions, he did not want to destroy 
entirely the memory of the Temple. Though the sanctuary 
was a thing of the past, physically, he realized the force 
that the memories of it would carry in the religious life 
of the people. So wherever he could preserve the ceremonies 
he did so. /—
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The B’nai Batheraft differed with Jochanan tn the natter 
of his Takanoth and wished to argue with him his rightto 
make these arbitrary changes. Jochanan urged that first 
they carry out the Takanoth, and then discuss the matter. 
His opponents agreed, and after the new regulation had been 
instituted they came to him again. Jochanan met their advance 
end their opposition simply by asking them why the Takanah 
should be changed, now that it was being practiced and ac- 
cpeted. (Weiss, Bor Bor V’dorshov. p. 28; no reference 
cited.)


