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Introduction . 

The purpose of this study is t.o t r ace the deve l opment of 

tne term Ol'°'t thru the Bible, the A?ocryphal Lit era t ur eJ a.nd the 

New Tes tament . I f we ca.n show t hru the manifold use of the t erm 

nt, thruout the Hebrew a.nd Greek L i t erature , a .nd note the variou s 

s h adings a.nd connotations which this wor d too' : on in its long de

v elopment, we shall be in a uosition to understa.nd wha t inspiration 

the revelat ion of Go d to man ~a5 tt.ean~ fo r the insn ired authors o~ 
J 

our s acred book a.nd their Hellenistic succ essors ,as well a s t h e 

i111press whic h the idea of inspirat i on na s le:'t o.n our p!'li losophy an d 

theology of t,day . 

The obj ec tive method Jwhich is the b as is of this study_. i m

plies the division of the Biblical ma t erial into• its sep a r at e docu

ments and codes. In c on s i d erino; the citat i ons o·f tl l ""I and'1/ "l ~i\ nq 

we hav e considered the Biblical mater i al under four distinct ~ eriods , 

each of which is s e t off by epoch-ma.k ing chan~es in the Hi sto r y of 

the Jewi s h p eop le . Th ese fou r d ivisi ons are, first , the De r iod o~ 

the ear ly Biblical material t o t h e adv en t of tn e· Li t erary Prop h e 'ts, 

l
. (900 BC ·- 750 BC>;• second, t h e p er iod of Prophe t. ic Ac t i vi ty in 

Pales tine u p to t h e Ex ile' ( 7 50 B. C. - 581 B. C. ) I ~bird, the Ex il ic 

period t o the close of Ez ra and Neh emi a h , ( 581 B. C. - 400 B. c .>;•and 

finally.the late Biblical Literature to the Maccabb ean era (400 B . c . -

165 B. C. 

It is i:nmediately apparent , tha -c. e·r en th e oldes't tho t o~ 

tb. e meaning and fun c tion of the n I ""\ is :>ta ·~ ed in the Bible in a 

v ery definite theol ogical f rame, wh ic:i natura lly u resup~rnsses a 

l ong anterior de v elopment . Th eref or e i t has b e etn f e l't n ecessar y to 

add a c h apter - ' 'tne Reli11: e ous conc eption and outloo:-< of toe p rimith· e 

man°- in order n ot only to b ri dge the interval b e-t.ween primitive :nan 

and the ol dest p arts of the Bible, but also to m~ - e more clear ce~ 

ta.in thinRS which "' ' cam e t o ~mp ly in i "C.s :le v·el opment a t th e 

hands of the Biblical a u thor s . 

sis of n•"l, IV~ l and ")1Ui. , ( 
1 > 

Ern est Burt on in. his e:· c ellen t anal y 

states v e r y wel l t h e rea3on f or the , 

(1) Amer. J our. of Theolo~y, Vo l . t s . No .1 p .59 
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Introduction. 

inclusion of a chapter on the anthropologi cal back ground of the idea 

of inspiration . He says , "In the oldest e:{tant 1 i t erature , it is 

evident tha t we have not the beg;inninp; of Hebrew usage, but e. stage 

o~ development in which it is already di fficult to distinguish p rim

itive from derived meanin~sj and in the later sta a; es,there are many 

questions of the various portions of the old Testament 
1
and of the 

interpretation of obscure p assa~es,which still further obscure the 

solution . On th e other hand, the b r oad fac ~s resp ec t ing the re-
( 1) 

lationship of meanin~s s eem to be fai rly c lear . " 

This sta tement of our p r ob lem brings also a difficulty 
I 

~ which shou l d be ~e~'l. in mind, namely, tha t desp ite the attempt to 

date and assign each p assao;e to its correc t place,as ":el l as ~o in

terpret its sp ecial meaning in each citat ion , is bound i;o be some

wha t arbitrary. 

The Mat er i al here considered falls into t wo groups, 

(1) 1all t extual ref erenc es where n1~ occu r s , and (2) s everal re-

ferences where n11 is used in the sens e of meanings related or 

parallel t o '-!>'l, i'\DICll1 ~I,, ;"\ti' ' , .. and lli t,l>· The same is 

t rue of the later 0Deek ma t erial wn ere ~or Trv f.il_f'«- "'-and lfll~tlf-<-~ et..7o'>\. 
, I I 

certain synonyms as ~vE..ro~. ~ "'"X1! and ev...f-o s occur . 

C 1) • Amer • .Jour . of Theoloa;y Vo l18. Nol . p59. 



II 

( 3 ) ' 

Chapter I- DEFINITION. 

The wor d n I, is used in the Bible 378 t imes . Cl>. 41.) The 

various shadings which it ~ eem s to have , I have classified as fol

lows ; <2 > 

< I> (') I '"') a s wind 117 times. 

a . Winds coming from the various directions . 

0 ''li' " ' ~ east wind Ex . 10 
13 14 21 (J). 

' 
( ·~'d n n north wind Pro. 25 23 

O' nn west wind E, . 1 o, 19 ( .1) 

0P i1 "', day wind or e,·enirui; wind. Gen . 3 . a. ( .J) I 

11.I~ .... nn wind from the des e:-t .J er. 13 . 24. 

JHO I "'"") '/ :Ll-::. four wi nds J er . 49 . 36; Ez . 37 . 9 ; Zach 2. 10 

b . The destr uct i ve power of the wind . 

j\ ""'l'j 0 {\I-, storm wind Ps . 107' 25 . 
""\~ \ ,,. f\ I ") rni~hty wind IK . 19 . 11; Job 1 • 1 9. 

l\ '~IUO n n destructive wind . Jer . 51 . 1 • 

-~ 111':' .~J ::> nn the words of thy mouth a mighty w:.nd 

i •' } l~~ )' j) ::> lik e chaff before the wind Ps . 35, 5. 

:1 I ;"l' nn the wind of God. rs. 40 , 7 · I Ho . 1 3. 

C • empty va i n illusary things . 

• .., n "'"" 
nn ..n 1 1~ 

My life is wind (empty) Job. 7 . 7 • 

a strivin~ aft er wind Ee . 1, 14. 

vain knowled~e Job 15 2 

.Tob. a. 2 . 

15. 

nn J\'f , 
0"'~0 1 '" .n' nn their imav,es are wind an d illus ions Is . 4 1. 29. 

(1) 4 St rong 's Concordance. 
(2) Ernest Burton- Jour . Amer . Theol . Vol 18, No . 1 p. 59. 

And Br own Brig~s Dr i ver Diot. of O. T. a rticle "Rue.ch . " 
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' Chapter I- Definition 

II n1 I 
( 1) I 

a s sp irit .t emp er disposition Used 76 times. 

. 
If 

a. - spirit , v igor, vi>.acity. 

nl-"\ ,,'j ;-r::i_ ~ · ~ ~~ There was no :nore spirit in her {she was 

a stonished) 1 IK . 10, 5 IIch. 9. 4. 

,, ""'O lnn -;\l";-\Q why has thy sp irit departed IK . 21 . 5 . 

11 p1 ' f\ •I ' fU\I And the spirit of Jacob rev i v ed. Gen. 42,27 CE) 1 

b . Cou rag e 

n'' "'''J a;i. j\1-;1 ~'7 Their h earts melted an d ther e was no more 

courag e in th em. J os . s , 1 ~ 

n•-i·~ n1-i °"'y.:i.._l He shall tak e away the cou raise of the 

princ es. Ps . 76, 1 3. 

0 ' 1 t.;l') fll""l ;i7i1 The coura~e of Eq;yp t shall b e e:nptied 

OU t . Is. 1 9, 3. 

Uy sp irit f aints . 4 Ps . 77, ; 142,4 . 

c. Ang er. Bad t emp er. 

"'' ' 
0 {1 n iU' ~1 'i'~ 

l n,•1 l.:>\U o 

There was friction between Aoimelecn a nd 

the men of S h ec h em . Jud. 9. 23. 

Then their ang er abated. Jud. 8 . 3 . 

He who controls his ang er . Pro . 29 . 11 . 

d . - Hastiness., impati enc~ . 

f" "") "")~ \> 
~ \ I\' n I ~ ""'lY i' i'l 

_i_~!-i en ~ e-· Ex . 6 , 9 . ( P> • 

Is-- t h e _§~of .Qod ha sty? 

;;:: 0 . it~·- ~pp 0 ~ -;;:- ~ ·; """' l '~ 
Mic . 2,7. 

fo r p atience, 

Ee . 7 . 8 . 

(H • Contrasted in this usa ge wi th \.LJ -S> l and i~ 
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Chapter I . Definition. 

II- e . Bitter n ess , discontent . 

n 1\ S\ "")t'J b i tternes s of spirit . Gen. 25, 35 . (p) ' 

·nn j\(.)f\1 ")r'J "ll, ~ I went in the b itte r n ess of my spi r it., in 

the hea t of spirit . Ez . 3. 14. 

n11 n y":)n His spirit was t roubled. Gen42 , B CE) •Dan.2.3 

, .' .::>l f'\l ""l 1~ J\.1.~)' .:i.. by sorrow of tne h eart the sp irit i s c rushed 
Pro. 15. 1 3. 

" I /::1.- I .:::l-IU break ing of spi rit. Pro . 15, 4. 

C C F J ob 7 , 1 1 = Ill S> 1 ) 

f . Di sposit ioa se~t of emot ions 

' '()1 .JY'") n i
ii . l \> 

r 6 S> '-lJ D 

I J I :l.J"\ \U ' ':\ ('\I "1 ""l\l 

-;-'\~'~ i 1 '.n•~ ' \U ~ l -
' 11 p::i.. ~ ~~ 

Stir r ed h im up . !Ch . 5 . 23 !!Ch. 2 1 , 16 ; 

Ez • 1 , 1 1 ; J er . 51 , 1 1 ; Hao;. 1 , 1 4. 

See I am ~oin~ to put a spirit in him . 

IIK 19, 7. Is . 37. 7. 

Ano ther mood was on h i m. 

A j ealous dispos ition . 

A j udicial tempera~~nt . 

Num 14, 24 (.J) + 

Num 5 . 14 CP) ' 

~-a.:~ 
A man of underst anding is one of cal m 

t emperament . Pro . 17 . 27. 

I desi red thee by night , aye , my spi r it 

seeks thee early . Is . 26 . 9 . 

g . Prophet i c sp irif• 

J- f\11 /\l.~ 'V ' ':\ A ma n in whom is til e spirit . Num . 27 . 18 (p). , 

c . f . Gen 41 . 38 • 

.)'VJ'~ t.,"j '" 1'?~ n n Th e spirit of Eli,hh ~ f v • , 

I -,¥)-, 1.n nl I <Ecs-t:_~·~_i«.L.~p.iti,j;.~.'2!-~.et) sleep Is . 29 . 10 
~- - ""-- Cc :f. Gen . 2 , · 21 ; - 15, 12. 

O 1'1\°J 1ni- [l 1 :> ~7' ~oing aft er t heir own inclinations Ez . 13. 3 --- ---
Other instanc es of the s a me us e, Zac h 13,2; Mic . 2 , 11 ; IIK 2,9 . 
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Chapter I- Definition. 

II I- 0 I ) as braath . 33 times . 

a . Br.eath of the mouth . 

' ·~ "', breath of his mouth Job 15, 3 . 

I n1~ . 't il"11 n ' ' My b reath is loathsome to my wife Job 19 , 17. 

oi_ ,-,,, )\s, there was no breath in them 

0 -;Y''D::t..•"r\LJ• \'~ , ll there is n o b reath in them 

14 J e r . 1 0 ; 51 , 17 

Ps . 135 . 17 . 

b . Man ' ~ brea th a s mere t alk . 

n 1 ~ · ~...i, 

" ''~ ,•-;i' O '""'ll-;-\ 
(/J ~ u ' 1¥:>~ f" ,, '-, 

win dy words (gossip) Job . 16, 3 . 

the p rophets shal l b e b reath Jer. 5 . 13. 

the wo r ds of one who i s desp erate are as 

wind Job 6 . 26. 

c . ~r.eath implying a comm,and. 

{l :i..'? ~::::> I ' 4D f''J.:::L All their hosts by the b reath of his mouth 

Ps ,. 35 . 6 . 

7' 1 ~ ~r-;i •.5) '::::> For my mouth hath commanded it and his 

(':i :l.-f) ~II\ \fl\ "") \ spirit h a th ga ther ed th em. Is . 34 . 16 . 

y~• \l.l ' I')' t'Jl~\V fl \-,~ By the b reath of his lips he s lays th.e 

wick ed. 

d. Anger. 

~ ::::>, IE>-..;... f' I 1 t0 th ey are con:;umed by the b reath of his mouth 

\ 0 ')' .l ' ·~~ 
f1 \ -,.::i,_ With the breath or thy nostrils the water s 

Q v.:J t n '' n13--u ~ ..::> 

1 ( )) 'LJ '?f\.l:::::> I n r~ 

were gathered to~ether . Ex. 15. 8 . 

At the blast of the c reath of his nostrils 

IIS . 22 . 16. 

And his u reath as an ov er~lowing stream. 

Is . 30, 28 . 

Br.eath of life. . <1) ' 

0 ' ' f' n ,.., breath of life Gen . 6 . 17; 7 . 15 p . 
~ ...... i.. n" n n r1 .nTl'V"l breathin'1; the b reatn of life in his nostrils 

Gen . 1, 22© 

n 11 O ::::::>:l ';', ':J..0 ''l~ I am ~oing to b rin '1; b reath into y ou that 

0 n nn ' you may liv e . Ez . 37 . s. 

Cl> • Other similar citations are Gen . 8. 1 CP; > ~· 15 . 15 E. 
Num 11, 31 CJ> 1 IK18 , 45, IIK 3.17; Job . 28,25; Pa . 1, 4; 18, 13; 
Pro . 11 ,29; 25, 14 . Eccl . 1 ,6; Is . 7, 2; Is 41, 16 ; Re s. 8,7; 12 ,2; 
tunes . 4, 13 . 
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n- n 1 I a s · the li-..ring, breathing b e in:tt in the } \u :L 0£ man. 

a . - Th e g ift of God , who ~res erv es it . 

\ 1 t\'::i 0""\~ f'\I 1':i ' Who fo r ms the sp iri t of :nan in him • 

..Zac::i. 12, 1 . Also Job c1 2. 10) 
I _ 22 

' "'' i"T")01..LJ l J\ ,-yro God of the spirits of all f lesh <Num 16 

• ~-:::i. l.:>'7 n 1n1-10 17' •..,.~/21. , €°)> 1 

b • I t. is God ' s sp i r it . 

01~-,n It ,,,CJ., "t--'? My spirit will not dwell in man forev er. 

tl~1y? Gen . 6. 3 (J) . 

-::l. \'l.P ~~ ' l \>111 l"' ' The sp irit which c:;oes away and does not 

return. Ps . 78 . 39. 

Also . Ps . 146, 4; 104, 29 , 30; .lob 34, 14, 15; Eccl . 3 . 21 . 

V- n fl As seat of t he 'ltaind Ca late usage= to1> CC . F . Is . 65, 13: 
.ler. 3 . 16 . > • 

1Yf):Jn n11 

,.., ) ·-i-n•• 'Y n '.Y., ' 
Spir it of wi sdom &,. 28 3 

(p) I Deut. 34. 9 a 
they that err in shall ~now understandin~ 

I s. 29, 24 . 

' l .l ,Y ' , n-1 '.::if) n .. _,, the sp irit of my understand in~ an s wers me . 

Job 20, 3 . 

Also Ps . 77 . 7 Ez. 11 , 5 . 20, 32 . !Ch 28 , 12 . ~ 40) . 

VI- n11 a s the will of man , resolution , moralitz = :i!?. 
steadfa s t spi r it . Ps . 51 , 12 ; 5 7, 8; 

wi llin~ness of spirit Ps . 51 , 14 = in 

Ex 35, 5 , 22; P IICh 29, 31 . 

78 , 37 

i)l..U• f' f'I"""'\ A new spirit E?.. 11 , 19 ; 18 , 31; 36 , 26. 

" t } • ...,:...:::)-, c on t ri t e spirit . Ps . 34 , 19. 

, '()I in \y::l- I':' th ere is no guile in h i s mak eup Pz . 32 
2

• 

n ' , \ "Y) ] faithful in spirit Ps . 78, 8 . 

11\ l n .::i....~ haua;hty in spirit . Pro . 16, 18 , 19; 

Also Pro. 29, 23; I s. 57 , 16 . 
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Chapter I- Defin ition. 

VII-- \L\ pf\ nt'J The Holz Spirit. Used 94 times. 

-

a . Inspi res ecstatic p r op hecy . Nu~. 11, 17- 29; 

with j1 > C.::, rush ed in Saul I S 106- 10; IS. 19, 20 . 
~ 

Saul a r oused to anger against Dav id while in ecst a cy . 

IS • 1 6 , 1 4- 1 5 • I S. 1 8 , 1 0 • 

The ev il spi r it dep art s when David p l ays to Saul. 

IS . 16, 23 al s o JK,22, 21-23. 

The ;nan of sp irit i s a foo l C !los 9, 7 ) n 11:-1 

It is not the t rue spiri t of God . Is . 30, > ( ~n11 

\!.J I")\ 

~? 1 
It :na ' t es Ezlk do cany things . Ez 2, 2 

; 3, 24. 11 '5; 

3, 14; a, 3. 11. 2 4 . 37 . 1 . 

3 , 12; 

b . n • , co~es in dreams •. 

Num . 24,2; Balaam Num. 28 , 23 
tv 

clothed Amas~i . I Ch . 12, 1 B; II Ch 15, 1; 20 , 14, 24, 20. 

God s ent his flit among ancient p eoi:l les . Zach. 7,12. 

He testified against Israel. Neb . 9 , 30. 

At the end God will pour out h is spi r it on all ~lesh . 

Joel 3, 1-3. 

c . !l t } IS.iv es lllan courais e and ex~cu tiv e po.wex; . 

Wi th the j u dges , warr ior s and ~ in1SS • Jud . 3, 10; 11 , 29; 

Ju d. 6, 34; 14 , 6 , 19; 15, 14, Ii 16, 12 ; 11 , 6; 

Bezal eel in Nu m. 35, 31 P; E:~. 3 1 , 3 P; 

Al so .Job 32, 8; Pro. 1, 33 . 

Mess iah 

'" I s . 2 . ,., 

'"''~' 

has this ab i lity in the hi~h est d e~ree. 

Is 42, 1 . I 1'-;>y ""tr ".n..R l 
i\':jy n•• 1;iJ ' -il 

"'~' n~'' ' 
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Chapter I . Definition . 

VII--

7-

d . n' "). i s tne ,en er~ of l ifE? · 

Therefore it energi~es the ? rimit ive abyss . 

Gen . 1, 2. P. 0'9'.n '.:IS 'r-y .f\~n ,f.) 0 '7'~~ nt""l 

It made man . Job 33, 4 . 'l .n \JJ y ~';!. n t i 

It is v ital in man and is the anti th es is of l l(J :L. 

I s . 31 , 3. ~~ ':\'71 D,~ Q 'r~ t0 
n l• ~.s, '"'l'U::L o-;i'C f O t 

It mov es the Th eophamy . Ex. 1 , 12 , 20 , 21 ; 

It will revive Israel at the end. Ez . 39, 29. 

Also in Zach . 12, 10 ; I::; . 44, 3. lY ""'ll"-~y 1 ml p~~ 
( 1 ) 

i Th~ OIJ is t h e an~el ,of, ~~9 · 

\'lJ"-\\> "'' I s . 63, 10, 11 ; 

1\11\ ' (1\-, Is . 63, 14:: t' J~ l~~(.) 
l \.l) 'P n•' A national p rayer . Ps . 51, 13 . 

J\1'.l ti~<ot\ ln \ "l' Thou p:av est thy ~ood spirit to 

G 7n\.U il ~ instruc t tnem . Neh . 9 , 20 . 

'.JnJ.n !'11\0 lf''' May t he ~ood s pir h. lead me . Ps . 14 3 , 10. 

O.:>.:::>\~:::i....J1-,r:Hy nt""l Hars. 2, s. 
' fl \ l:l.. O~ •:::> - n :::>:l... ~s Not by ci~ht hut by my spiri t . Zach . 4, 6 . 

l
n ' '"'\ r.> l ~7' l\3~ ''Where shall I fl ee" showing 

~ ......,. ... ~, omnipresence of God ' s s'Oiri t , whic h 
n11~ 1 15:>•.J ,, .. , 

\ i s synonymous with Go d . Ps . 139, 7-8 . 

(1) , In later time~ this is succ eeded b y the Shec h ina . 
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Chapter I- Definition. 

This li terary defini t ion snows the many shadings of mean

ina;s which the term nr , has in the bib 1 e. In the main there are 

two streams of meaning wh:ch seem to run thru the entire Bible and 

continue in the Apocryphal and New Tes tam ent writin~s . These are 

the (lft as wind and the n 1"-l as spirit. Sinc e this ,g;ives us 

p robably the most fundamental conception of Biblical usa~e, we can 

utilize this division thruout our various p eriods . In this way the 

issue will be clearer and it wil l b e the J1o re readily s een how 

closely interlocked these two :neanings of Pf") are thruout t he 

enti re u s e of the term, both in Heb rew an d in Gree~ thot . 
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CHAPTER II, . 

THE PRlMITlV.E MAN'S CONCJ&:PTION .OE !US ,RELATION TO G,OD. 

As we have already sug.:r:ested, the Bible, in its ol dest , 

crudest notions expresses hJ7 no means a primitive point of vi ew . · 
~ 

Especially in dealing with t h e notion of n1~ we see definite view-

points whic n are the result of a lon~ ev~lution . In all the pass-

a~es dealino; with Jll ) vihe·t.her ir. b e in t h e s ens e of wind, or in 

the meanin~ of a div ine , in'11 isibl e spirit , the Of) ~ l!! .fu 
poss essio~ of, ~ hi~sel(. If this do es not imply a monothe istic 

God idea it certainly poin t s to a henothei sm. But henotheism is 
J 

rather a t the zenith of the p rimitive man ' s reli~ion than at the 

~enesis of his idea of God . Cl> ' 

How then did the p ri ::i i tiv e man d ev elop his henotheiatic 

• i ew of things, and how did the Biblical auth ors tak in~ older p rim

i tive material of paisan sou:rc es \'/or£ this materi al so as to ::ia,< e it 
J 

available for their henothe:istic or later monotheistic systems of 

thot and o el i ef? ' 

The p rimitive man t h ru his fetis~es p eopled t h e entire , 
natural world with p owers of activ ity. Just as the c h ild uses r.he 

tni rd person in describinw; hims el f bef ore t :i e davm of n i:; s el f - con

sciousness and the conseouellt diff erentiation of nim s el f fro ::n ot !ier , 
individuals, s o the primi t i v e man recog;ni :r. ed obj ects and inv es t ed 

them with p ers onality long t> efore discov erin" the truth , namel;: 

that b ecaus e he was s ee'..: ino; superior b ein .:;;s whicn he mi c:i:ht nav e a s 

alli es , so he found thes e b~dn~s i:i t:ie t h ousan d and one ob.j ects of 

the natural worl d around h i na. · ( 2 >' Ev ery nat ural ob j ect prov ok es 

t h e inQuiry f ro;n ~ r imitive r.~a.n " Ar t thou t~ere"? Th e form of the 

question shows t h e s eekin~ f or 5 ner son. 

(l)o Jev on s ' "Idea of nod in Earl y Reli~ion" . Jev on s ' ''Introduction 
to History of Reli!!ion." T:si•ler "Primitiv e Cul 1.ure . " 

(2) • F . B • . Tev on s ' "Idea o:f God'' P • 15 . 
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Chapter E . The Prin!i tive }~an ' s Concep tion of 'iris Relation t o God. 

As .T e;·ons, Ty l or , 

are a~reed tha t man }hruout 

Fra.~ er and Lanes agree : '' Anthrop~ists 
his reli ~iou s history ha s b een s eek ing 

' J 

for a power or bein~ sup erior t o man--a n ersonal ~ower and a per-

1 b . .. . <1> sona eing . !le v1ent .:'orward in Jlany directions s imul t ane-

ously , firs t try:~ one :nouiry , and then anoth er, discardin~ t ha t 

which p roved unsatisfactory to his needs J and retainin::i:: and devel

op in~ that line of hTv othesis which hel p ed his social group as well 

a s himself . So p rimitiv e man t est ed ~e t is h i sm and p olydaemonism , 

but t hese were anti- s ocial and t h erefore unt enable. Th ese fetish

es or daemons were p ersonif i ed ? Owers who uore t h e same relat ion to 

the obj ects thru which toey were thot t o manif est th emselv es as 
~ 

does man to his body. T!:ie:r we re not anthropomorphi.: ed , nor 11 ere 

t~ey men or souls o~ men. They were ~erely divine f orces . This 

is interesting fo r our pu r pose as s h owing a lil<e dev elopment of 

n1, th~ · with a muc n higher purp os e . 

Gradually t h ese f orces or P ersonif :ed forc es b ecame more 

and ~ore anthropomorphic and as a result ~ rimitive reli~ion too~ 
J , 

ano ther step which made anthrou om orphic polyt!l eism s u>Jp lan t poly-

daemonism . 

But anth rop omo r ph ic oolyt~ei3m def eated its elf ~ ecau s e . ' 
it sh owed man t ha t his so-called God was not suo erior bu~ of~en 

.I 

inferior to h:ms el f . 

Out of this came t~ e p ri~itive ~an' s idea of rods wno 

were ii·ods becau .s e t h ey l oo'·: ed a :'ter t he need3 and til e wel l-beinlS 
; 

of t he tribe or communi~y . But t h e p ol ytneis t ic Gods f ought with 

each other f or s up remacy
1
and i n ti~ e came to b e de3titu~e of morali

t y . For this reas on p olyth eism was wea :ened, o ecau :> e the p ri!!li t i v e 

community was s ea r chini:; for e. s up erior b eing , who be:n mora l , 

c ou l d ~arantee t h e i r welfare . "And ev entually", as Jevon s s ays , 

" t he :noral consciousness of ~:'l e communi t y came ~o ·oe of fended by 

t h e i ncompatibility bet ween toe moral i dea l and the concep tion of 

a mult i tude of <rods at variance with eac!i ot:1er . Wh ile t he co:umon 

( 1 ) I Ibid, p . 1 7 . 
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C. · II . The ? rimitive Man ' s Conceo. tion of His Relation to God • . <api:.er 

consciousness was sl ow in comin~ to realiz e tne unity of the God

h ead 1tn e unity was logically i mpli ed in t n e concept of a p ersonal 

_.> ower ;:i:reater and nici;her t:-tan man )and hav ing the good of the com

munity at h eart." <1>• 
So the p r imitive man ca~e i:. o be more and more clear as 

far as h is int ellectual ~rasp of the di v ine was conc erned. But in 

primitive :nan the emotional side of h is 11ature ·., lays a much Q;reater 
' ~o~ . 

role tnan his intell ect . So it is nol(\1-nv erestins but necessary 

fo r our sub.~ eci:. of th e c:: rowth o:' tne i d ea o:: inspiration to consi ::'! e:r 
~ 

the emotional content of primitiv e reli~i on. The pri~it ive man f elt 

hims el~ v ery near O.is God. As lon~ as t n e sava~e obeyed nis d eiv i e s , 

!le f elt safe. W!1en a c a lamity occured (usually a storm , or lack of 

rain or s ome othe r untoward happening in nature) •tne ~rimitiv e man 

fel t i:.n~t h e or his tribe had d i spl eas ed the Gods . C2> At ti J es 

l i.~ e this the Gods are :~ar away and mus t be e.p~ eased by s acri:'ices 

which in themselv es h a d no meri t , but were efficacious i n showing 

t b em that the i r sava p;e children d esired to Ge at one -:r ii:.?l tne::i ai:;:a io . 

Thu s savae{e man was strivin~ to come a ; ai n i nto inti:r.a -r.e , af±' ec t i on

ate relat ion witn his ~ods . This -:'act of the Gods' aloof:1ess at 
I 

t im es when the ~eople thru : in ha v e ~ laced tneraa elv es in op position 

to t n e m an tl .i eopard i z e d their s a :'e-r.y , :ee ms to ;.. e to :urnis:t a r ea

s onab le basis f or the b e1rinninci; o:::' tn e t.:'lot of t ransc end ence o-:? tne 

Gods , cou~led naturally wi th man ' s wish tnat bis Gods should be su

p erior t o nim i n e\· ery way . At any rate i.he ftods , tnru tneir sup e

riority are I~in a.lly far a way f rom man at!:! are too :neat t o r. e ap-
J 

~roached by him. Theref ore int ermediaries ar e introduced oy the 

p r imitive p eop le. 

Tnis i s .; ul'ficien t _'or a h ist.oric s ur vey of tile dev el op

ment of til e p r i:r. i tiv e r.: an ' s i-Jea of God ,anJ hi s relat. i.on t o h i:n Lota 

:'rom th e v i ewpoint of his i ntel leci:.ual need:> an ~ hi :> e motional de-

r.:ands . 

( 1) • F . B. J ev ;)US' " Id ea of Goci. '' ? • 22. 

( 2 l Ib id p • 2 5 • 
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Chapter n . The Primitive Man ' s Conception of His Relation to God. · 

With the forego i~~ fact~ a3 a basis , ue can now consi der 

two points whic~ lead u~ direc~ly to our early bibl:cal material , 

an d ma' : e intelli~ible t:te two- :'old use o:' n1 ") a:J wind and spirit, 

which we find equally dev el onea and o~ erative in th e oldest parts 

of the Bih l e . The f irs~ of t'iese poi nt .:> is the t ransition from the 
,> 

· 1 -p r imitive p olyt!leism wito the :'.J ersonality of toe " Great Gods '', to 

/<,, the Biblical thot o:' all the natural and psychical powers which 

play upon man and wi t n whicn ne is endowed, as~ possessions~ 

God,, ~ be disoen sed 2z ~ whene·,rer a.nq ~ whomever Se ~ elect . 

From our Bible,a.nd our 'mowl edi::-e of t :1e steps ta.: en by p rimitive man 

in nis searc!l for God it is e,·i:ient tha -;. tne Biblical authors too!< 
~ 

their o rimitiv e Babylonian and Pers~an ~aterial an 5 pur~ e ~ it of its , 
po l ytheistic char acter , ta~in~ ~ rea.t care ~o v est all t~e ? Owers 

:'ormerly p ossessed by the Gods , ~ t h e G,:t;eat Q2.9 o:' I srae l . For 

this reas on it is easily r ecognizable why we should come upon the 

t,1 0~ of the fll l as wind and a s spirit as tne .) eculia,:r n ossession 

~ ~ .2£ Q.2.9· 
The second point which depends on our fore~o in~ antnropo-

lo'Sical su r v ey , is the ~re.dual process o:' :na.:inc; the n1 , in the 

Bible as mediator b e~ween God and man , as a ci:o-oetween sornetii:es 

v.•ork ina; on raan .,and actain op erative on tile natural wor ld, .) us t as 

the nri~itive man came t o create ::iediators t o ~rin~ nira in to com

munication wi th his Gods . 

This phase we sh~ll also : ee in our la~er cons iierat ion 

of the functi on of (1 1""1 as a we:iiator but as hax in;r: 112 dis -..inc -. 

;> er:::onali ty , >1 ery i'iluc:"l in tile s e.::ie ~ea:::e as -;..1e s ; .rii:.~ o~ the p rim

itive man s erv ed e.~ ~ essen~ers oetween -;.h e r.ods an ! hims el~, but 
) 

have no s ep arat e e;· :stenc e . 
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CRA?TER I P 

-- THE EARLIER 3 IBLICAL MATERIAL--

- - POSSESS ION - -

Th e p eriod h ere considered in which we shal l trace t h e 

p rimitive n o t : ons conc ernimz n•, ' e:•tend s from t:1 e oldes t 

par -r.s of t he Bible t o t i1 e a ?;,> earance of -r.he literary urorhe~ A~o.:; 
(cir 750 B. C. ) . The literature i nc l u d e :: .J and E o:' t he He··atenc h , 

the oldes t parts of Jud~e s , Samu e l an d K in~3 · 

I n t h ic early p er iod from th~ very ou t3 e t ~h e word 
,,) 

has +,wo f:"eneri;. l :neanini:~s , -r.na+. of win d a nd t.ha'. o!' ..;pir i t . Whil e 

p r actica.ily conco::Jitant in --:.ne b:vle u;; e..:i; e in t.nis 1 er io~ i\. r:ie.y 

,., e '!ssumetl ":.he.-c. -.. :10 ::ieanins; " s!>ir it" was (l. cieri·:a-tion ~rom wi nd . 

At l eas--:. t!le .j oinin,- of wini an :l spiri t and t.h e -:l eri7in of t he 

lat-:. e:!' :'r o:n ~.n e former c eems to r.i.1 t o ti e .' ustifi ed , a n i i~o rea~ 
J 

upon r.he :'o l lo\'rin • a r p:ument ; Th e -:ost :: o:;i:;ion basic meaninr of ""T" \ I 

Wi ni in this earl y !' e r iod had two :o r ima-

r7 manifes ta"Cion s which .: e arn all ~ne more nat ural when we r e1ne:nher 
J 

r. .1e :tear of u ature ,,hic !1 p er::ieated early ;nan . T:l ese two a ttributes 

;,:' tne ~:ind "'ere enerF.y a n -1 inv i s i oili t.y . Thus in r;;ne si;.or ie= o':' 

Eli;\ a h a:ld !:lisnaJ ~ne ::ii~n-c.:; r::: n J cuts t•1 e moun t a i ns ( n: . 19 1 ; 

a =\.orm "'ind c ri!h:: \.le ra:n CIIY . 3, 17; Jl{ . 18, 45 . ) ':'ni:l ener~y 

e.ud :.nv:.s~b :l itj• po:::::: es.:.ed 1.q 1.ne win d_, is under t h e direc t p ower of 

rz ~d a n d p roceod3 :::trai~h"t. fro~ ~im . Thus the Lord brou~nt t he 

l ocusts on ~~yp t ;;itn an ea.at wi nd E:- . 10 , 13 (.Tl ; !Ie tlrove the 

~yptian :; i:l1.0 -,ne s ea b:; >l 3-c.:·on - wa .. n ... ,:.nu CE>· . 10, 19 <.T>; 3 e 

broui;;ht t!l e ea- '\. wi n d, <1 e Re'l sea ·1en t ·1,ac · all ni"h~ so t°rla "' +.h e 

Is rae li t es ::11-.1·. ::ro:::.: on '1r7 la:id<E:- . 14, 2 1 C.D; B:r t he wi n d ·,;hi;h 

-'>os i'ort. f ro::i rro.l , ha b rin;::.:; the qua i l :- l'. y .... hic"l !le f ed i;.he chi l dren 

o~ !3raei in i:.ne w:l ierness CNu'.:l 3 , 1 , ( J) . 

Because o:' t!'i e u :rn er o.' t1e ~· :.n :,, a:lci Lecause "";.J e '\ rly 

]H!o~, le ;;; '\.h e s ource o ~ i "t..:; enerr? v:a::: in·1 i::~r, l e, ho11 \· ery natural 

t n en fo r the:n to a puly tn e WQr , nl "" .. . . , w _ 4W:t 1 ~s physicnl i lea of 

wind to t .. e more spiri t ue.l un:::een y et ,,otcnt force:; t1!:l ich ;:; eem e d 
' '\.O eoanat e fror.: God nnJ o;.1 c r a '.:. e O!l ti1e ~;:;yc·1 ical l i!"e o:' r::an . Th e 

n1 l bo~h a::: win d an d as suiri-c. wa::: q~ll.:l~aytt i ~ eJ a~d t~e only 
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Ci1a:-> • III--T'::!e Sarliel" 5:.blic e.l ·•aterial - - Pns e :::; i on- -

d ifference •1as i:.:11~ ':.i1 e n1 1 o .. erated on t.·: o diffureui realms • . 

W°!len God Y1i ;:;ned -~., '.>!"'er:i.-;.e ?:? T.;1.: ···nld oz' :Jature, !'le su::i::ion ed 

n is n1 ) ' the \l i nd . ifaen He de.;ir e l ';o man ifeC', hius elf to J1an, 

ne s u mmoned his im•i.:;ii..l e fl/) t •1e cµ~rit . Thu z it :; eems t ha.T. 

God thr u his im·i:3ic. l e , 1.ower'."u l :µ i r i -..u a l i n ~'lu ence n I, ) a.c.1.,,-

e:i on ;nan a.n u in :;ian , i n i:.!1e s el .." ::o.::ie W'!l7 .. ~hat thru ~ is -.,hys ica l 

in f lu ence ( n J 1 > ne ac t e 3 .:i;: -:.1e n a.':.ural wor ld . This seecs to 

::: o to •>~ on e o:' t:-:P ;~o .:; -, n a ·,u r al a: "T e ll as on e of •.:i-a ::io:;-., help
" f :.ii r oe.: ons by 1•1h i c:i uo C ll.:1 e·'.;l a. i n why tne 1'io r d fl/ ) h as the 

) 

double meaninQ; an-:t i:1+.eru r eta :.i on flf win d a n .J spi r i T. thruout 

Bib lical u s a : e , anJ -;.ne si-nificant :ac~ seems all 
... . ".e -:ore !" rooa-

b le wh en · e r em e;noer t.i1at i n ":.'.'l i::: ea=l:t e r :od -;.n e dL":' erenc e 'i,,e-
' .. 

tween these t\:o ;:rna.n:.nr-:: o :' n I "") i ..:; n o ;;. a q ua:n.a-:.e.T. : v e one OU - a 
.> 

d i ffe r en c e of funct~on , ci~e t . .J e. di.' _· e r ent : i:l d o f ::iato r in l T.h e 

nr> op erate d up on . 

Thu s 11 e C'!ln readily under.: tan 1 ,, -r.::at tne eo.rly b i Llic::..i 

~onc ejJtion o~ tne ::o iri"t of G.:>d va.· tha -;. i, wa.: "l -..r.inic ·,;nich :~or ::i

" r .. ly too: poss essio;1 of :nan ; a tninc;- 11!-i::: .-. ::ie.3~ . • i-:: a~co::i li::h a ll 

~an:ie:- of difficu lt , ::ii r aculou c , .:;upernu:::an a::-;.:: 1,·,ile · ~:ii. er i ·:..:; :.n

f lue:1ce . Tl1 e Ruach arous ed !1:'..·1 , O" a \ e hi:: ·ree.t. 0~1y:;ical ::aren-~!1 

and c ou ra.:- o . Thi !'i p r.a:: e o~ t !: e ac ti\· i t~1 o-:' "'-,,1 e ?uac ·1 ::h '"lvr:: ,. e ry 

clear ly i n t!'le e a;;·ly ::~ories o-:' Gi:ieon a:1d Se.::i::in . W:'?en -:.1e :: .. iri'=. 

ca;ne on Sa~::o n ne "tore tn~ l i on to • eces wi-:.~ \dr y l:.t~l e p>~ Jr-:. . 

{ .Jud . 1 4, 5 a nd 6 ) ; ( .J ) • 'tfo en De l ila:t b ou n 1 n : ("• 
-~ 

Jle ea:: il.7 u ro -· e n : .· ., 011 ·1:; . ( Jui . 15 , 14 ,T); 

ar :: ie:- of brael t o -e'\.aer ( ,luci . o , '31-35 C.ll • . 1Jd . 1 3~ 2 5 ; ·4, 4 . J) 

:ie!"'l tne Sf.J iri-:. no c. onl:r :.iade :-au~ cou1·a- -:,>Us , ou '. •·ou.::eci :-i:: o.n- er . 

It c c e::i:. \.h ·1 ~ in 1'..!1::: early er:.od ::-. .... f'n1<·c.h , c ou r a.- e 1:a.nd 

a ,_ -e r arc ·, er7 ::l11:;el:; a::.:;oci'\ti>'l . To ci"i.e .- e ·. er ~ l e:·n .. :l. ler: o!' <4;.n_s 

Ju= ufoli:::al 1 -,; - ~'· R- vc - --

t.1re "'ll~ 1re.:; e11 :. :. :. · . 11t :;a.~e .::r,n:;e ::.n ·,,.a l~-er firee l::. .. er<>t.:tre , 

t: e na:"! "t.to s -r.;i..e-::t-n ": ~a·. ?.a;::s o:1 ' .~ ::-:.ren::r -:..1 (.:: iri-) ri.! T.u rned, a.n~ 

he r e , i . ed "'·.: ::: oon ~ • .1 : .:- "C.;L:-:- •·o..· <J.J.en:: .1 e l ( .J...:d . 15 , 19; .) ) 

.;i:ni l arly t:~e sp_r:.-' o' +. 11:i Eci;y.J T..i a1~ re+.:.J. r ned a' ~ ·n ne ad ua:::.en • 
C IS . 10, 1 2 . n ; .11\c ol. ' :; ;::i :riT. ra .riv ed wnen :1' .:a.11 t:-ie ·:a12;ons ..... :'1ich 
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Chap . ITI--T:?e Earlier Bib l icai Material-- Pos o es::;i.on--

Joseph ~ad s en~ ~or ~i::i . (Gen . 45 , 27 E>. Elij a h i s rep re::: ented 

a s b ein~ transn ort e ~ ~ro~ ? l a c e to pl ace by tne S?irit , thu s onc e 

a g:ain the im·.:. Eec strenc tn wh ich n1 ') 'O OS Ses::;ed . ( IK 18, 12; 

I I,K 2 , 16 ; E.."t . 83 > 

S ev e r al pa.J.: a i:; e s shovl -c.h a t anc-er i s caus ed by th e n I") 
~ I ! -c. i ;; som..-ti::aes wi -c.h the connota-c.ion of ;;tubborness , 01· e x treme 

;> ~ 
1 a ' i-c.ati on . The an~er (spirit ) o~ t oe ~en of ~nratc ceas ed -c.oward 

( ( . .,.,, . 
Gideon J when ne t ol d theo wily tn ey were not called out to cattle • 

.Jud. 8, 3 E> • The spi ri t of A'/ ai.. \:a:; <ie;n-ess ed IK 2 1; 5) ' 

Pharoah 's S!Ji r it r.a:; troubled when :1 e aw ok e f r om h i s d.rea::i . ( Gen . 

4 1, 8 E> • 

In -c.h ese pa.H:a~es cienoti n i:i; -c.h e str enc-i:.n , cou:.-a"'"e and 

an<;er-arousin~ power of the fll9) , we n ot ic e a ,·e r y inT.eresti nc; 

an d si>.rnifica n t f a ct , ti1 e interrel a tion e::i stine< in t'.'le tho'\. of 

tne early bib l:.cal auti1or s t; e t ween t:.. e spirit of rfo d anci ~ha-c. of , 
oan . ·.~an ' s ~ oura ;-e , stren.:rtn or an:-er L~ caus ed ana · i.· en oy 

God and in time tn es e v1 e re c a.de personi ±' ie -: .-µiritc . As we ?Oinv-

' ed ou t in our discus~ ion of the i:.not of ~ r im it:ve man as -c.o hi s 

relati on to Go d in Cnapter II , an - .. r , coura ~ e anci si:.ren;;:-c.n 1·:ere 

att ributed in t!l e earl:r hi:;to r y o:' :oan to God . 

Becau se t he p resen ce of t.nece quali ti e:. wa:. la't.er .· een 

by the oeoo le t.o oe -c.he corn~ on pocce:Jion of ~any ~en , a:. ~gll as 

due to tne tend ency to t a · e a~:&.y .' r o::i God ali anthro)'.lorJorpo ic 

quali ti es , 't.h e se a ttric.u-c. e :; of courac:e, st ren ,t.n a nd arn;;:er wer e 

v ested in :::ian , but were al,.·ays con.:idereu tne -ifi:.c o:' God . 

But n or: 1 e-c. Uo cons i der -c.he inner orophetic ac ti-. i-c.:; o:? 

the n I ) Tn e n1 1 "o osse:ced" man a:: .: ;('i · e t :: e :'>OV:er of 

d i • ine ·1 i sion . Wh i l e u:iJer t..:e con·yrol of -;:.i: e f] J ) t.~c :J~r. ·~ as 
.> 

i n a n ec:.ta +.ic ~ypnoti c st.a t. e . Tab .;:ta:t. e Ha:> one of p a s.:: i v i ty 

and irrationali ty . The u e r .:> on 1·: a :; mere l y et. r.1euiu1:1 fo r rec eiv in-:; 

and communi cati~ i:.ne d:::.:-, e ·:es.:;a-e o r co:::::iand . Tnis i:l ea o:' 

ec:.t.atic ooss ession .::how:. it.:: e l~ cl earl~ in -c.ne &~R ount. c:' I S 10 , 13; , 
c . :' . ?Tum . 24, 2 / ) ' The oe.nds o:' o ropnets who c:o 3 in.-in;r t.hru i:.h e 

count.ry are clea rl? in a ::'t.ate of ec ~t.acy . 

" 
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C!lap . III-- The Earlier Bib lical Uaterial--Possession--

When Saul met tnem , the spirit fell conta~)ously upon him ~ 

I and he p rophesi ed alon11; with t h e oti1ers • . (~10, 10; ~· 19, 20,23) • 

1"Because of this sta t e of ec s't.acy , Saul was changed into another man . 

c Is . to, 6 . ) 

Th e spirit was operative ~only while tne p r ophet remained 

in a s tate of ecstacy. When Saul finis1ed o rophesying he r eturned 
• I 

t o his customary occupati on . IS 10, 13 . ) But when a man had f r&-

qu ent exp eriences o.!' ec3tacy, in wh icn '1 e g;ave .!'orth div-ine messa-

~es h e was called by the o eop le a mnn o~ s n irit. < n• '") or "'' lt > • 
The v ery phras e w~ich t he later p rophe t Rosea uses to oppos e the 

p opular idea of p r ophecy as " poss ession'' . <Ros . 9, 7) ' 

The O/) isa,·e man t h e p ower to p erf orm mirac l es . There

f ore 1v e ha\·e Elisha asking !iis maste r Elijah t o -sive :1im a double 

p orlion o:? hi s spi rit . IIK 2 , 9 . ) • I f s o endowed, he could p erform 

th e s ao e miracles a s had h is maste r before him. Eli~na s eems to 

naYe recei ·.r ed s u ch a oower fo r e.ccordin" to III{ 2, 14- 15; an d II~ . ~ 

2, 7- 8 ; the other p roo hets s a w Elisha do miracl es lik e t hos e of 

Elij ah . Th ere:'ore t h ey b elie-red that £l i.~ ah ' s power !tad de::c ended 

on his pupil . In the story of Jos eoh the n resence of the s•)i ri~ . .i . t 

~ive him the ability to inte l!J ret dreams . <Gen . 41, 38-39 E) • 

Thus f ar we oa.Ye cited !)a ssactes s!iow ini;; toe ·o e:iefici al 

ac tivity of the rn ) Let u s now con l iier an ins t ance of ~he 

opoosi t e e f ;'ect . Wh en Saul was affl icte1 i 't. -.tas b ecau s e of '' -.il e 
J 

spirit for e v il ~r orn t •H Lord" CIS 16, 14) •or tne s-:::>i rit of 't.he 

Lord f~r e v il I S . 16, 15, 16 , 23), It i s int erestinq to no~ e t h a t 

til e spirit i ::; not n ere conz i lered by t"le aut.1or as e\· ii . It's 

ef f ect i::; evil . I t is s imp ly God' s spi rit ac~ing U!)on man . It is 

not a Sa t an inde? en d en t of ~od, bu" is 3i:!ply o. p ower , a =e.ss eni;er 

actina u nd er God ' s c omrJ11nd . I:O ha;; no p er:ion a li ty . Tilis non-per

sonification is cilarac -.eristic of t11 e ent ire biblical usai;se, and 

I 

is one of the cl ea rest cases where we ;; ee possic l y the ~e-.hod of 

pur~in~ a pri nit i ~ e po.Ra~ wytb Cin whic~ a Sa~a~ was a nod) •of i ts 

~ol7t'.i eistic cha.r~:ter and utily::i:ii;c it t.o e~·., ress a _; ower of God . 
J 

Th e n t) had n ot -r.n e p rL:i ai·y f u:ic tion of :-:ta'.i: i"!l.&S a man 

b ear a 1:1 es s a .,.. e "'rom God :or in this early t i :n e we na.~ e many, many 
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Chap . III- -The Earlier Bib lical Matei-ial--Poss ession--

referenc es which show that the :> eop le concei·1 e J God as ST.> eal:ing 
,I 

direc t l y with his inS'Oired p r ophets . Th i s is particularly so in 

tne ca3 e of Mo s es , t o whom God ~ives his commands in p erson . The 

f unc tion of the n1 ") was T.o sti r men up . h. made 110 difference , 
wnether it was now a lay a ero or now a p rop!le -c . The nl ") was not 

di~ferent in ~ind bu t in e~f ect . So the national v1 arrior was 

aroused to deeds of valor while the oropnet was pla ced in a hypno-t-
/ 

ic t ranc e and matle the :nediulli of a ~ easa~e . , 
\ 

So then we hav e s een tha t the early thot defin ed 

as win d and as 't.!ie spirit, and"' f rom ou r citations h. is ev ident 

that both mean in~s ha d the widest ~sage . In ~ oth cases the 

was an ener11:y p r oc eedinci: f rom God op erative now on nature as wind 

and now on man as sp irit. I t was not a =aculty o: min d or sou l . 

I t was the name of a physical and psychic phenomenon related on , 
i:.~e one han d to th e active side of :nan ' s lif e and manifestin~ itr 

self in coura.ise, an~er , s~ren~th, and on the o~her hand to t h e 

~assive inner li=e o~ man thru the mediu~ of ecstatic t rances . 

The I) ll was no t locali~ ed. Tyl o r ha s a b r illiant ~hot b earing 

/ on this la::t. ztai:.e:n ent . Primiti .r e J) eopl e , sug~ests Tylor , thin \: 

' that w~ en man i s asle ep , or d ead, his sp iri t iep a r ts f rom ~ i:n and -wil en h e a.l'lo·: e it returned, but no one thot to as·: where t~e ::;p iri t 

ila :l .. een . So we toaa.y in our p opular so eec h .30 no t. loc a.li:i:e a.n--er , 

stren~~h or c oura.~ e · We S? ea.~ of ~h e ore~ ence or a.~sence of ~hes e 

p owers iu mucn th e :: a.~e ";/a7 a :.: the ear ly bib l ica l wr iter:; s~o!: e of 

win :l and sp irit. 
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--C!UPTER IV--

--THE CO!TICL!CT--

--POSSES5 ION Vs . PROP:fETTC I~SPIRAT I0!-1--

Out o! the old primiti~ e i l ea of prophecy as ecstatic 

p ossess ion , a belie: "':. o whic~ toe peop le a't large still clung long 

a f ter the app earance of t h e 1 reat li "':. erary p rop~ets , we no\f come 

t o the second ? er:o d of ~ur biolical material . The p eriod i3 the 

fruitful one of the acti -.r ity o_" t !10 li 'terary pro!JhetsJ up to the 

Babylonian e>tile ( 750 B. C. -S!J'B.C . ) • 

In our Bible especially under our searcn fo r t h e meaning 

and ;srorlb of the idea of n1 "l ' 11e h av e traces of a ~ree.t b a t t le 

Yla:-,: ed b et we en the -;reat li "':.erary p rop nets on one side aci:ain:n. the 
J 

" J.l en of -.he sp irit" who represented tne p opular cons ervati v e i d ea 

of insp iration on t he otner . But in the ::i4in tnis i ~ a - reat 
I 

3 ilen t battle out o~ which the li t erary u rop hets with their higher , 

fin er concep tion of p r o:;>h e t ic insp irat ion emer ged victori :m~ and 

laid the ~oundation ~or 'the final :'~uit:on o~ tne idea of insp i ra

t i on in the er. ilic ~ eriod . 

Let u ~ tn en ta~: e u ;:i the t·-i read of C!1a p ter I I I anci u der 

tb.e t wo-:'old division of n1 ") as wind,, a n -i as sp irit, tre.ce the de

~· el op ::ien-':.. to t n e las t disp ers ion in 58/ B .c. T~e Biblical mate

r i al o f tnis peri od LJ D of tne He~- ateuch, tne Deute r ono:i: ic p or

t ions of Ju ruses an d 1{ in~s and the p rop h ec i ez o= Altlos , :iosea, ldican, 

Isaiah o"f' J eru::ale:n , Jeremiah, Zepilania1 , Nailor.: a.nd qabakkuK. 

The old u s a'""e of fll "1 a.3 win d .:;i:. ill con t inues • .Jeremiah 

spea : s o'? the J es"t:ruc tiv e ,... ower o-.? tne 1·1:. nd • . <Jer . 4 , 11-12; 13, 24; 

1a , 17> Sabald:u i-; 38.JS the !iau ~htine.'.:3 of' i..i e Ch'i!.. l .Jeans 3ilows 

" when he ;:weeps uy a .a a win d a:i".i p a s:o es on . " (:fob . 1: 11 . ) 1 

Jeremia h e l s o uses {>11 in ti1e s en.l e of t.Jlptiness,us ~ 

less ness , vani t y "The f a lse p roohe -=.s shall be a.s 'l':ind s ince t h e 

word is not in tner:1". (.fe r . s, , 3 . ) $ irnilarl~f in 2, 24 ; .I er e:n i ah 

says I s rael in i1 er dez ire a f ter s i:.ran e nods , i s li . e a wild ass 

w i~il open mou ~h o r aj· i n r; a t -;.1 e ·;; i:l d o J ere::i iah a l .3 .:> u ses "' ~or me tonymy "f'or i:.~ e oi:'lt:: of "t:!1 e co-::pa. .:::: . ( ! e r . 49 , 32, 36 . ) 
~ 

I 
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Ch~ · rv- - The Conflict-- - Possession 'S • Prophetic Insp iration--

In waging their ba ttle against the idea of fl I ") as 

ecstacy the prophets in thi s ~ eri od consistently refrain from using , 
fll~ i n the s ense of the spirit of inspiration. The word in this 

s ense is not found in the Deut.eronomio parts of .. ings nor in the 

writings of Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Nabwn or Hab e..-cl':u:. ( 1) It is 

only found once in Deuteronomy in 2, 30 and the ' erse is cons idered --= ..,, 
a later addition by critic s . 

When the p rophets do ref er t o the older us e of TJJ ") for 

ecstacy it is alway s i n the s ense of deris ion . It is their method 
~ 

of showing the p eopl e the fal s eness of the o opular belief that God 

sp ea cs t o his pr o?hets i n ecstatic states. So Hos ea, bi t t erly de

' nounc ing the false ? r ophets , s ays "the man under the influence of 

the OJ) and in a stat e of ecstacy is a fool . (Hos ea 9, 7) , 
'. J 

, ' 

Isaiah in a f ine passage C29, 9, 10) denounc es the f als e p rophets 

and s ays I s rael is drun·c. "Sh e staggers , but not with wine; t hey - -
stagger, but not from strong Cfif~: For t he Lord hath power and 

bath olosed y our eyes. Th e pr otibets and you r rulers bath he de-
--------~----· . - - -- . - -

~ Here the usua l prophetic . sil ence b rea cs i nto b iti ng sar

c asm and shows the utter contempt which the l iterary pr ophets had 
) 

for the older idea of p r ophet ic ecstacy as "possession" . So these 

men c onsi dered all ecstatic prophecy as spur ious . 

Still ano ther reason there may b e to account for ~nd ex-

9 lain th• ab s ence of n1 1 in the sens e of ;> rophetic inspiration, 

in th i s p eriod. This is the fact that the attenti on of the peopl e 
~ 

was turned away f r om the p r oblem of how God re\ eals himself to man. 

The peopl e had just gone th rough a g reat rel igious re' i ' al. They 

had discovered t h e law boo ( of Hil <ifh ->!lnd were busy with the sett-

ing up of a p ractioa l ethical sy s tem which was to 111inister to their 

religious needs. And if there are any two thots wh ich have little 

in com111on, they are ethics and ecstacy. The prophetic party under 

t he leadership of Jeremiah, found i n their new law boo~ Deuter onomy 

~'lo 

(1 ). Brown Er iggs Dri'>er Art . 
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the most potent instrument fo r diverting the attention of the p eCJ?le 

away f rom the old i dea of ecstacy as the means and medium of divine 

inspiration. They made their ultimat e ~ictory certainJby wisely r~ 

f raining from stirring the s leeping memories of the ? eople by any 

frequent use of n J "") as the oroph etic S?iri t o 

While nr) is not found in this s ens e, it recurs occas ion

ally as a s ort of fragment, in the same s ens e a s i n the first p &

r iods . While these referenc es add nothing to the de,elopment, they 

show us how what from now on, became the secondary use of n1 ~ ( in 

the s ens e of courage, strength, &nGer, etc.) t continued ·on in the 

exi l ic peri od and to the end of the Biblical Literature. 
I 

We still have referenc es to the acti' ity of the spirit on 

lay heros of the p eople. When the spi~it of God was u9on OthnielJ 

he went to war and succeeded in ma.dng Israel ,·ictor ious over the 
> 

enemy. (Judges 3, 10; )• When the sp irit of the Lord stirred up 

Je:>btah h e went out and conquered Amu:on. C .Jud. 11, 29. ) In li ~ • 
' manner when the spi r it of the Lord f el l upon S~mson, he went to 

) 

Ascelon and :i l l ed thi r ty men. (Jud. 14, 19 >• 

We still ha\re trac es of the persistence i n the t>ot>ular 

mind of the ecst atic idea of o roohecy, against which we ha~ e s een 

the literary prophets of this p eriod in,• eighi~ so bitterly and so 

constantly. Thus in t he narat iv e of Numbers 11· , 17-29, God t ells 

Noses that he wi ll t a <e of his spirit Ci . e . either Qej'3 spizi~r 

or Mos es ' prophet spirit) •and distr ibute this soi r it o' er the s e,·en

ty elders of I s rael. And a.f ter the transfer of the spirit of ? rophe

cy ha d b een made, they and the t wo who remained in the camp began to 

o r opbe/Y• The narati~ e continues with the indigna tion on the ~art 

of Joshua
1
that Mos es shoul d oermit these men less inspi red than th• 

~reat leader, to usurp and a rrogate to themselv es some of his pro

phetic power. Joshua therefore b ags Noses to forbid their further 

prophecying. But Noses silenc es Joshua with the startling declara

tion , "Would to God that a ll the Lord' s o•opl e were prophets , would 
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that God would out bis soiri t U';)on them. " Here "• ha'"• emphasiz ed 

again the early idea which p redominated in the early Biblical mate-. 
rial, the quant•tative conception of the di vine spi r i t . Another 

reference which com q s the same idea of the quant ttativ e aspect 

of the Ruac h is to be found in II ~ , 2, 9; Here the thot i s quite 

cl ear it s eems to me, of the unity underlying the quantltativ e ap

pearanc e of the Ruach. Each elder participated in and possessed 

some of the di~ine spirit. Yet the author refuses to say that the 

spiri t has a s eparate or indiv idual identity. This peculiar t 911-

dency, which is carried out consistently stra ight thru t he Bib le, 

shows itself again in 8'en a more dramatic incident, which we find 

in I ·c 22, 19-2•. Miciah t ells his "ision to the H ng of Israel. 

Re says h e saw the Lord sitting on his throne~ and all t !l e hosts of 

hea>en standing on his right band and on bis left. The Lord as ·: ed 

them who would go and decei>e Ahab, but t here was none who would 

accept this a;ission. Then "the spirit'' ad\·anc ed and s aid "I will 

ent ice him by b ec oming a spirit of deceit i n the mouth of his p ro

ohets." Here the writer s eems cl early to h&Ye p ersonified the 

spirit. Yet he does not intend to ma«:: e this s?irit s epar a te and 

apart f rom the g eneral di,. i ne spirit. For later when he desc ribes 

the work of this sp irit he re'l'"erts to the us age, a:nd eJCPlains that 

it did not appear to Ahab as a sp ecial angel or mess enger
1
but worit

ed by "becoming a soirit of deceit in the mouths of the 400 proohets, 

a ll of whom shared in the one db· ine spirit of God . The momentary 

person ification of the soi r it and th e thot which it implies to the 
) 

reader ~ay be excused or r ather exolained wh en i t is remembered 
. j 

that we have here a highly poetical ne.rrath . i n which the author, 

desi ring to ma te e good picture, in, ests the spirit with s eparat e 

identity. Therefore the employment of this poetic us ag e shoul d 

not b e i ntero reted too literally, tho the ' ery oossibi l ity of the 

author b eing able and anx ious to draw sµch a oicture shows that . ~ 

his thot of separate p ersonalities (which i s lat er de\ elop ed into a 
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complete a.ngelology) · is wor!:ing in the oopular mind. Or again it 

may be a survival of the thot of a. much older prehistori.2__religious 

period in which the p eople, in c o~plete accord with v iews of the 

p rimiti~ e man Cc.f. Chap. II> had a panthe on of Gods. It is possi

ble that here again we see the ingenious Biblical author., te...l< ing 

o'•er this attracth e narrative and using it f or his purpose, by mLcc

ing all these spirits subs e?"'\ient to~and under the direct power of 

God. In either case
1 
it shows the basic 'iew whic h made possible 

the later angelol ogy in its fulle3t de• e l ooment. 

Another ooint brought out in thi s story of the four 

hundred prophets, which should be considered i n th.is connexion, is 

t h e avo idance and therefore the impli ed refus al of the Biblical 

author to consider this deceiving spirit as an e•il sp irit or demon. 

He • " en a.voids the earlier usage of denominating t .bis spirit a s 

''the e" il spirit f rom the Lord" a s we had in I s. 16, 15-23. Thi s 

spirit had an ev il mission but it was only the soirit of the Lord 
.I 

acting upon man . The disposition of t he man to whom the spirit of 

God came det ermined wh ether its effect was to b e a.dvantageous or , 
disad~ a.ntageous . Cl > By this s pirit God s tirs up a. feel ing of f ear 

in the Cing of Assyria which ma. <es him re~o~ e his army f r om Pales tine. 

In c onnexion with the foregoing points i . e . the n e1n- p ersonification 

of t he Rua.ch eith er a s an angel or dea;on it should be said that Rua.ch 
I ~ 

is ne• er u s ed of the hea , enly hosts either in the singular or p lu-

1 
(2) 

ra • 
The old u s age met in the earlier p eriod of the Rua.ch as 

being responsible for the p resence in 1tan of coure1ge, s trength, anger, 

stubbornness , etc. is not found in the wri tinp;s of' the orophets and 

only once in Deuteronomy. ( 2,30 whi c h is a. ' ery le1te a.ddi ti on. ) In 

the non- prophetic 1 iterature of thi s :> eri od we ha.Ye recurrences of 

the Rua.ch with this idea of func t ion a s in the earlier o eriod. So 

when the ~in.gs of the Amoni tes and Canaa.ni tes h eard that God had made 

( 1) 1 Parfallel usage II { 19, 1. Cc. f . I s . 37, 7 ) 
( 2) 1 J e;. Enoyc . Art icle; Holy Spirit (Bacher ) 
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dry the waters of the Red Sea and the .Tordan .,there was no more spirit 

in them. (Josh 2, 11 ; s, 1. >' God made stubborn the spirit of Sihon, 

the Cing of Heshbon and he refused to allow Israel to pass by. CDeut. 

2, 30.) Hannah said she wa,,a woman of rebellious spirit and so she 

came to pray to God. IS . 1, 15) 4 Caleb was permitted to come into 

the p romis ed land because he had shown another spirit, that is, he 

( 
had not made God angry by his rebelliousness as his companions bad 

done . Hum. 14, 24.) 

Let us summarize the development accomplished in this p&

riod. As far a s positive forward acti>ity is concerned, alon~ the 

line of broadeningJeither the denotation or the connotation of RuachJ 

the Deuteronomic period made no contribution. The wor:< which the 

period did accomplish, was negative. But it was a valuable contri

bution and was necessary before the higher idea of inspiration, as ,, 
presented by the prophets and developed in the exile, could come to 

oass . By discouraging the use of Ruach fo r ecstatic prophecY, or 

rather by absolutely refusing to consider ecstatic p rophecy as a tru e 

re, elation of God, the literary ?r ophets of this period did pioneer 

wor't in prepa ring the way for the flowering of the idea of the Ruach 

in the exilic p eriod. By their method of silence they caused the 

people to forg et the older connotation so that when in the e~ile, ,, 
the broader and nobler i nterpretation of the Ruaoh was p resented to 

them, they were ready to welcome it . This is the destructi'e work 

which was so ably accomplished by Amos, Hos ea, Jeremiah and Isaiah 

of Jerusalem. It was the labor of these ~en which helped to success-, . 
fully wage the silent battle and which placed squarely before the 

people the vi tal issue, whether Ruach was to stand for possession or 

inspirat ion, for ecstacy or f or ethical monotheism. 
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This period b egins with the Exile, <Sy'·B. C. ) 1 and ends 

wi th the activity of Ezra and Neh emie.h 1or the completion of P. ( cir 

400 a.c.>. Therefore our literatur e co\ ers the prophecies of 

Eze.d el, I s a i ah of Babylon, Zechari ah (Chap . 1-'8)y Hogge.i , Malachi, 

P. of the Hexa.teuch, the memoirs of &.ra. a.nd Nehemiah) and many of 

the Psalms . 

If the deuteronomic period was chi efly de,·oted to a clear

ing away of older, more pr imiti~e conceptions of God's inspiration, 

and on this account
1
could not a dd anything positive to the thot of 

Ruach, the Baby lonian and early Persian eras are characteri z ed by 

the most rapid dev elopment of the word. In this ?eriod Rue.ch d&-

\·elops all the meanings which it r eceived i n the Bible, and reach

es the 7. enith of its growth. Many exa.mpl es of the older use of 

Rue.ch a.s wino s ti ll occur. Especially with Ez e,~ i el the ~reat power 

of the wind in nature is brought out . It mo\es things from plac e 

to p lace. CE?. . s , 2, and Ps . _1, 4 ~) (l.) It tears down wall s CEz .27,26 

Ps . 48, 7; ) • Man fears it at all times . (Ps . 55, 8;> 1 The east wind 

sc orches all ' egetation with its heat. C& . 17 , 10; 19, 12.> • The 

wind is still regarded as bein~ under the direct power of God. When 

God appears to E,:e<iel
1
it is in a storm wi nd f rom the nort h (E;~. 4, 1) 

God rides on t h e wings of the wind. CI! Sam. 22, 11; Ps . 18, 10)• 

The wi nd is a mess enger of God doi~ his oleasure. (~ecb . 6, 5; 
( 2) Gen. 8, 1 P. 

Because the wind is in,· isible ,the word Rue.ch i~p lies empti-

ness , illus ion, f ra.il ty . The molten images ar e s aid to be wind and 

( 1Y• A s imilar us ag e occurs in Is . 41, 1; 57, 13; 64i 6. Zech. 5, 9. 
Ps • 1 B, 42; 35, 5 .. 

( 2) • Rue.ch i s us ed for points of the compass in E7- . 5 , 10- 12 ; 17,21; 
42, 16- 20 . 
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Chap . V--the Flowering of the Idea of Inspirat ion--

illusions. C Is . 41; 29; ) and the Psalcist oeclares that because God 

knows that the people are fl esh, a passin~ wind that will not return, 

he i s merciful to Ierael • . <Ps. 78, 3~. 
Added to this ol a er conception of the Ruach as wi nd/and 

growing out of this usage
1
is the use of Rtiach for breath, a new ae

velop~ent of the exilic period. Breath is like wind, only a small

er manifestation of it. Li.<e the wind too/it is inYisib le but 

powerful ~, inasmuch as it i s the cause of lif e . Ez e~iel is the 

first to use Ruach fo r breath in his v ision of the dry bones . (37, 

1-' 10) • The wind which revivified the dead bones, came not from 

God direct, but from the four winds • . CE7. . 3 , 7, 9. ) , Clt Despite 

the fact that the people thot of the breath as the cause of life, 

they had no idea of breath as air, or of the process of exhalation 

and inhalation of air or wind. For the people a t this time, the 

breath was a gift of God, and was possessed by man during life. 

CEz. 31, 5-6. Also Num. 16, 22; 27, 16; ?lal . 2, 10) During life.1 

,1 was under div i ne protection (Ps . 3 , 1, 5) The Ruac h as breath 

was not the b earer of ma.n's personality. This idea of soul is con
'11.tT 

t ained in the word lL. ~ :J • But the soul of man was~identified 

with bis breath or spirit ei tber in life or after death. llan li\' ed 

by God's pleasure, for when his breath was ta <en away, he died . (Gen. 

6, 3.) 

Since the brea th is hot , the breath of God is often as

sociated with the hot wina of the desert in a destruct i ' e connota

tion. So the gra ss dies because the breath of God blows on it. 

<Is . 40, 7 >. Wi th the breath of his mouth be will slay the wic~ed 

andpurify.J erus a lemby the breath of burning . <Is . 11, 4 ; 4, 4;) 

The breath of God is an "' erflowing stream to sif't the nations ac

cording to Isaiah ( 30, 28) . <2 r By the breath of bis nostrils 

the waters were b r ought to~ether. CEx . 15, 8 II S. 22, 16; Ps . 18, 15) 

The enemy comes as a rushing stream which the breath of the Lord 

pushes along . (ls. 59, 19)4 

C 1 > rroy thin~s the t wo are identical here. IJ'oy to E:.:e·d el in Poly
cbrollle Bible. 

C2> ' Cheyne Isaiah Polychro~e Bible. 
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Ruach is often synonymous with i1 l'J'-0 :J , the older word 

for b reath. Thus in Gen . 7, 22, J. one of the oldest parts of the 

Bexa teuch, a post exilic redactor put the for~er t erm a s explanato-

ry of t he latter. ( ! ) · In I s aiah ( 42; 5~• God g h es b reath C tirl'O:J ) 

to people on the earth and life. ( n,., ) to t hos e w'h o walk thereon. 

c .f. Is. 57, un • 
Since breath is the cause of life, by metonymy it is made 

to s tand for life itself. (Gen. 6, t 7; 7, 19; Num. 16, 22 ; 27,Hi).1 

It comes out in a v ery high sense in this meaning in Mal. 2, 15 ,15; 

Ps . 31, 5.> Ruach is most often us ed a s b reath o f man al o&; , but 

in a few i nstances when man an d animals are ~rouped to~ethe~ under 

the same ~eneral c ategory of "liv ing beings~ it is used of animals 

a s well. (Gen. 6, 17, P; 7, 15, p. Is.34, 16) • 

Sinc e God b reathes the breath of li f e into u1anJ (G en.~ 1 ), 

He perfo r ms the sa~e a ct in bringing the world i n b e ing , a ccording 

to the b eautiful poetic concept of the priestly author of Oen. 1 , 2. 

Here again we ha · e another splendid example of the way pagan myths 

I were purged by the Hebrew writers, and used in the Biblical narra-

ti .. es . The old ~ conception of the earth a s an egg, hatched out 

• by a bi r d
1

which fluttered ov er the newly laid egg a s a mother bird 

ov er h er young , i s utilped by the Genesi s author , but is so delicate 

that the suggestion of its primitiv e origin is almost lost to the 

reader . 

This c oncludes the consideration of references dealing 

with Ruach a s wi nd an d b reath1 an d shows us again t he wide usage of 

the wor d in this meaning . Let us now turn to a consideration of 

Ruach a s s p i rit, wh ere the real growth of the ex ilic i dea of Rua.ch 

in this oth er dir ection wil l be most apparent . 

Strangd.y enough , the Rua.ch in the meaning of the "spirit 

of God" is a l most a n exclu s i v e p ropheti c usage , and s el dom occ ur s 

i n t he p r i estly writings of t h is p er iod . But wh~e th e prophets use 

(!)'The Comp . of ti1e Hex . Carpenter Battersby Vol . 2. P • 12 . 
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Chap.V--The Fl ower ing of t he Idea of Inspira t ion- -

the word now to imp l y the highest intell ectual and spiritua l insp i

ration1they do not consider thems elYes th e only po!;sessors of in

spiration. They do not ola.im to recei v e their proph eci es thru the 

i nt ermediat ion of the spirit ; for t he prophets , th11tir prophecies 

and th ei r >isions came direct from God . 

The s tri'<in[l thing i n this p eriod is the almost total 

ab s ence of Rua.ch i n the old s ens e of ecsta4y . An d it is p r obab ly 

j ust be~a.use the word 1in th i s early usa£ e had been pra ctically for 

gotten ,tha t thes e l a t er exilic prophets could use it and inv est it 

with such hi6h s piritual values as they did . 

The usage of Rua.ch now is di rectly away ·f'rom the older 

i dea of trance-li'<e pass i • ity . The Ruach is n ow t .fll e energI;givingJ 

di rection-giv ing1 and '9lOWledge=iiv in~ power of God. 

As such a power of God, the Rua.ch occur s "\ ery often in the 

wr i tings of E7. e~i el. He i s t ransp orted by the spi rit . Tt e sp irit 

sets him on his f eet . C2, 3; 3,24) 1 it lifts him ·up C3, 12 >) Car

ri es him away . <3, 14) •to the t emple a t .J erusalem, ( iB,3; 11, t ; 43,5' 

or to Chaldean exil e C11 , 24). This activity of course occur s i n 

a v i sion , bu t it cer t a i nly brings to us the underlying idea of the 

spi r it ' s functions . The 'isions are not from the Rua.ch but are 

c aus ed by the hand of God( fl \ I\ > \ ' ) •wh ich rests on the p r o

phet. (Ez. t ,3; 3,22; 8,3; 1 t , 24 .' ) • Th e messaiges, howeYer, 

come strai~ht from God. CEz . 1, 28; 2, t-3; 3, 4; 22. ) • In 3,24, 

and t 1 i5; according to E7. eki el, the s pirit s een:s t o sp ea< to the 

prophet , but if we un der stand God as the spea ~er t hru the spirit, 

the meaning is c learer. Besides this , in doing so , we are in p er

f ect accord with the older prophetic usage1 of considering the Ruach 

as merely a power of God. Ez e <iel impli es in t h e us e of the wor d, 

tha t God gfres physica l strens:;th to man . He omits Tl I i1 > 
1 

and 

merely uses n ,, . 
Thi s shows that t he meaning and f unction of the di ~ ine 

n1' to gb e strength, power, and courage to tr.an .lwa.s so customa

r i l y understood as a part of the word, as to render the j oining of 
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t h e di i ne nam e C 0 I \1 1 ) •with it. a s unnec essary. Thus n 11 alone 

s er\- ed the purpose. ( E7.. 11 , 5, 24f 37,1; 2,2; 3,24;' 8,3; l t;t 

43, 5. ) f 

But the n r1 not only g av e man energy and directed hizrij 

I t energiz ed and di rected the Th eophpny an d mov ed the creatures. 

CEz . 1, 12, 20; 10, 17) The Rua.ch ma d e th e wh eels go. In fact, 

it operated the whol e ph enomenon . 

Anoth er function wh i ch was Yeste d in the Rua ch , was the 

p ower of God wor:dng thru it / to giv e men '<nowledge• and power) and 

in this way 1 enable them to a ccomp lish ~reat tas~s . We hav e three 

i n stances in P, illustrativ e of this a cti• ity. God fill ed with 

the spirit of wisdom 1those who were to ma· ~ · the p r iestly garments 

fo r Aaron an d bis sons . CEz. 28,3 p . ) Go d fill e d Beza l eel with 

the spiri t of God, in wisdo~1 and in un derstanding, and i n '.tnowledge, 

and i n a ll manner of artisanship1 in order that be might ma : e th e 

s acred articles b e longing to the tabernacl e an•l it.s furnishings . 

Ch . 3 1; 3; 35, 3 1; P> • We hav e a.n a d,·a n c e in d e\· el opment1 since 

the Rua ch endows man wi th not merely physica l stre·ngth1 but with 

sp ecial s kill . Howev er, this inspired s •dll s eems to be liu:ited 

to thos e crafts whose art was to construct article1s belonging to 

the s erv ice , and cult of the t emple. When we con sider tha t a ll the 

ref erences cited are a part of t he pri estly code, it can be readily 

understood why the p riestl y author 1 naturally c onf ined the i nspira

t i on of han d i c rafts thru the div ine Ruach
1

t o things con cerne d wi t h 

the priestly offi c e and the religi ous s erv ic e. 

In Isa i a h , 11, 2 ,which Cheyne conside rs as Post--Ex i lic Cl) 
- I 

we s ee a still higher sta~e of inspira tion of rega.l and lay h eros. 

The re the p r ophet , s ays the ideal 'k ing, the Messia h , will " possess 

the spir it of the Lord, the spi r it of wi s dom and una erstanding , of 

coun s el and of ~ight , of the <nowl edge and f ear of God, so tha t h e 

will not j udg e after the appear ance of his eyes no·r reoroYe after 

( 1) Cheyn e In t r od . to Isa iah. 
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the h eari ng of his ears." Ci s . 11 , 2, 3. ) In another chapter, 

Cis . 28, 6 )/the prophet says "God will be as a spi ri t of j udgment 

to him who s its as a j udge, and for strength to those who turn the 

battle at the gat e. " The pr i estly writer declares that Joshua 

b ecame the leader of the p eople., because he was fi lled with the spirit 

of wisdom. CDeut. 34, 9 p . Num. 27, 18 p . ) . Zerub ab el is to suc

ceed in the wor'< of rebuilding the templ e, not by the help of an army 

but by the h elp of the sp iri t of the Lordj (Zech. 4 ;6) a.nd t he 

Psalmist prays "May thy good spirit lead me . CPs . 143, 1~ 

Here we s ee the moral and intell ectua l c r iteria for in

spiration, which are the f ruition of the p reaching of t he great pro

phecy. This note is the distinct contribution of this p eriod, and 

is a step up the ladder to the highest function of the Ruach, i. e. 

the directing of the entire peop le by God. It is doubtful if this 

step could h aYe come prior to t h e sounding of the 1toral and intel

lectual requ ireztent 1 necessary for the true inspiration of an indi,· icl

ual lea der . But this note was sounded by ev eryone of the great 

literary p r ophets until in the exile, the great Isaiah of Babylon 

compl eted the prophetic teaching by univ ersaliz ing the function of 

th e Ruach and by mak ing Israel, th e "s er' ant of God". Thus did the 

idea of moralitY, necessary fo r the election of the indi Yidue.l leader.I 

b ecome the morality underlying the election of the enti re p eople of 

I srae l , as the chosen peopl e who were, thru the Ruach ,to set forth 

religious instruction to the nations . <I s . 42, 1 ) • Israel could ac-

complis h this mission , b ecaus e th e spirit of God was t o acco~pany him . 

C I s . 48, 16, 17 . l , 

A consideration of this na tional lea dership under the Ruach 

b rings us to the highest usage of the t erm. 

The Biblical writer s find the ~asis for the thot of God's 

leader ship of the p eople in the wilderness. "God will pour out his 

spirit in bless ing,on them and their posterity." (ls. 44,3; 59,21; 

63, 14t> He will do this in spite of the people refusing the 
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gu i dan c e of t h e Holy Sp irit when they c a me ou t of l!:gyp t . C I s .63, 10, 

and Ps . 106, 33 . ) • When the Exodus t oo:c pla c e , an d Go d entered i n to 

a co\ enant with Is rael, h is spirit remai ned among ·the people. 

<Bag. 2, 5. ) 1 His d i v i n e sp irit i nstruc ted and co:rrected t hem in 

the j ourney t h r u the wilderness. l Neh . 9, 20; c. f . 9, 30) • 

E7. e itiel, spea cing to the e~iles, comf orts t hem wi t ln the a s surance 

i n t h e name of God "I will no l onger lea' e any of ·them 'there. 

Neither will I h i d e my f a c e any more from them whem I shall pour 

ou t my sp irit on t h e house of I s rael'~ . CEz. 39, 28, 291 . This 

p romi s e to put hi s sp iri t in t heir mi dst, and c rea·te a new heart 

i n the p eop le
1
and a n ew moral s pirit in t h em,< Ezl"c . 36, 26-30 >, 

c aus es the bones of t h e h ou se of Israel t o rev i v e. CE?. . 37, 14 );. 

From t he abo,· e pass a ges, t og eth er with P:s . 5 1 , 11 and 

Is . 63, 10 and 11, 96i.ia~~th e h i ghest reach of the i d ea of t h e Ruac h 

i mplied i n the wor d, n ow b eing "th e holy sp iri t ". No t on ly i s God 

holy, b u t b i s Ruach h a s become s o hol y tha t i t cannot be a ssoc iat-

e d with moral i~purity . This lofty i dea shows th e ~radual d e\ el -

opment of a phil osoph i c a l c onception wherei n God is t ransc end en t/ 

an d a s t h e Hol y One
1

h e i s ab o,, e man to s uch an ext ent, t h a t h i s 

Ruach must now a c t, not a s a p ower of God a s i n th e earlier t ime, 

b u t a s a me d iator between a h oly God and h i s immor1a l chi l dren . 

Su ch an idea of holin es s a s t h e ab oYe re:ferenc e s from 

t h e p rophets s et fo r t h, impljtsthe ex i s t enc e of e v er y high trans

c endent God c on cep t ion,which must hav e p receded t h e use of Ruach 

i n th e s ens e of mediato r a considerab le time . If 'Ps alm 51 i s a 

national or commun i ty prayer, then in \ erse 1 1 we h a ·e th e s a me 

h igh thot of a a:o r al di stan c e s ep a r at i niz God and m1an . This of 

cour s e a:a<e s for a n onanth r opomorphi c b asis of the God idea,and pre

c l u de s the a ctua l pres enc e of God amon g the p eople, a s was so natu

ral in the ea rly p e riods . Wi t h the " moral distance" as a. c riterion , 

the t end ency toward univ ers ali ty, not onl y of God , b ·ut of h i s spirit 

fo l lows . 
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Let us now turn to the Ruach in man, and c:onsider refer

ences of the older idea of the Ru a ch1 as c ausing ang er, courage, 

strength, etc. in man. The anp;e1 C n I I ) •of Egypt is to be emp

tied out in h er ~idst1 for God has mingled a spirit of ~erseness 

within her . Cis . 19, 3; and 14)• The a.ng er ( '1 1 - ) ) t of the ene-

mies of Israel wil l b e turned ~ainst tbemseh· es a·nd consu me thftl. 

as fi re . (Is. 33, 11 )· , The Lord will cut short the anger ( n \ I ) 1 

of the princes . (P.s . 76, 12>• Beca.use of lac .; of spiritJf'l n/Y\>Y->J 

the I sraelites did not hear : en to Moses . CEx . 6,9 P>• lrhen Es au 

married a. Canaanit ish woman, it c aused I s aac and Rebecca bitter

nes s of spirit • . (Gen . 26, 35t ~ c . f. 28, 8,P>• E'en the a nger 

of God can be appeased.CZe ch . 6, 8), 1 The spirit of i ndignation and 

j eal ousy are considered p rop er by the LeYi ti cal- l a w in the extreme 

c a s e of the v iolation of t he marriage vow. CNum. 5, 14; 30 P) . 

Th e Rua.ch as c a using cou r ag e or cowardic e, is shown in 

E::: erl: iel 21, 7, where the p rop et says the tidin~s of the d estruc

tion of J erusalern woul d ma•-t e e' ery spirit in the l and faint . 

Down ca st I s rael will receiv e a garment of praise fo r her spirit of 

h eav iness (ls. 61, 3; 54; 6;>• The unfaithful shall cry for 

sorrow of h eart, and shal l howl fo r v exation of spirit (Ls. 65,14> 

The Ps almists cry out tha t th ei r spirit is o-.· ercoa:1e by their a fflic

ti ons . CPs . 77, 3- 4; 142, 3-4 143, 4 . ) 

From this use of Ruach as courage and anger1 is deriv ed 

the meaning of humility . Humility i s resident i n the beart1 as 

well a s in the spirit , but this period roe.de the suppression of 

p ride an d stubbornness, as a recognition of reYeren.ce to God, and 

an e, ·idence of moral s trength . Therefore "the s a o·r ifices of God 

are a b r o cen spirit , a bro : en and contrite hear t he will not de spise" 

CPs . 51, 17), "Go d is near those who are of a h ro .: en h eart, and 

s a,·es those who are of a contrite spirit." CPs . 3'11· ,' 18) . "He dwells 

with the contri t e and humble of spirit in order tc1 rev i v e the heart 
'I 

of the contrite ones . CJs . 57, 19; 66, 2 ) , 
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The older idea / that God d irected man in Jhis life,, now pass

e s thru the transl ti on 
1 
which now ma~es the Rua.ch o:f a man a sort of 

f aculty of mind. As the spi r it of God was the power gi>en by God 

to certain chosen men)by which they a ccomplished the ir tasks, so 

now, the spirit of man, ( which i s giv en him by God>,iguides h im and 

prompts man to see< God , and to regulate his conduc·t toward Gfd and 

man. This notion of the f unction approa ch es the m·odern psychologi

cal term will ( 1) but it may l:-e better to transla t e it as heart. (2)' ' 

' The t erms i '? and f1 I I s eem to be syn onya:ous i n t lhis sens e1 in 

Ez . lf , 19; 18 , 31; Ez . 36, 26; ~s . 57, 15; Ps . 51, t7, 18 , 8 • . <l 

In Ez e.d el, we ca n possibly see the tra nsitional stage/by which the 

guiding Rue.ch of God,became the guiding Rue.ch of m1a.n . In E">:l < 13 ,3 

the p r ophet s ays "Woe to the foolish prophets who ·follow thei r own 

incl inations an d h a ' e seen nothing. " They do not :follow God's s pir

it . In 36, 26 and 21, the prophet spea ks of the ne1w spirit of obe

dienc e , which will characterize Israel . This seems to be \ ery n ear 

the thot of the spirit of a:a n.1 as resident in his mind • l\!Jll · ( Ez . 

11 , 19;, 18, 31>"• · God will put his spirit a.mono; tlne peopl e) and as 

a result
1 
they will wal lc in his statutes and '<eep his ordinances . 

( E7. . 11 , 20 ) . But punishment shall be meted out t •::> t hos e who r

fus e to he ed the spiri t l V . 2nc1 

The Rua.ch according to E~e'.<i el 1 is the se1:tt of man ' s p la.nn

ing ability. When Israel thot in their mind to wo:rship idols,CEz20, 

32;) / God <new it , an d defeate d thei r plans ( ~20 , :33- 35).• God m ew 

what the war party in .Terusa lem purposed to do., e..nd threatened to 

bring their leaders out to slay them outside the c:Lty . CE?. . 11 , 5-12. 

Man by his Ruacn 1 , eeps his mind on God. Therefore he is 

faithful to God. The Psa lmist in this usage, warns Israel not to 

Cl) 1 Brown, Briggs and Driv e Diet . of Q. T. Art . -----

( 2) Here the t wo words :i? an d n ) approximate the rrodern terms 
mind and wil 1 . 
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follow the practi ce of their fathers,who were not f aithful to God. 

<Ps. 78,8) • in spirit . Another Psalmist as '<s "Renew a steadfast 

spirit within me'' • (Ps . 51, 10; c . f . 51, 12 and 78, 37) • In Ps. 51; 

121he prays in behal f of the nation, which is ma de to s ay,1 "Uphold me 

wi th thy spirit" . (c . f . Elf. 35 , 21P )i Just as this priestly author 

says that ev eryone who had a willing spirit came, so Haggai says 

God made the spirit of Zerubbabel and Joshua and all th e p eople will

inp: to rebuild the temple . (Hag . 1 , 14>' ' Isaiah thin'<s " that those 

who erred in spirit 1 shal l come to ha'e understanding." (Is . 29,24> ' 

The Psalmist s ays "Blessed is the man in whos e mak eup there is no 

guile" • (Ps . 32, 2). 

To summari•:e the growth of this p eriod, we see a br oaden

ing of the idea in al l its phases; a b roadening of the thot of Ruach 

as wind, to the idea of b reath, of life. A b r oadening of the idea 

of spirit in man
1
from the p rimi t ive physical spirit.Ito the idea of 

Rua.ch, as geni, us for certain handicrafts . Li ~ewise the idea of 

the prophetic Ruach,in the old s ense of •c~tac~ bas entirely disap

?eared. In its place ha't"e risen successi •1ely,the thot of morality 

and intell ectuality1 as cri teria for the inspi ration of singl e indi

v iduals . From this came the thot of the Rua.ch ~uidin~ the whole 

people of Israel, and inspi r ing them to teach the nations reli~ion. 

Finally the spirit of God b ecame a part of man's spirit, 

not merely in the olden s ense of ma<ing possible his qualities of 

strength and c ourage, but assumin11; the muc h h igher function of mc.:.C

ing possible man' s intellectual ~oral and intellectual nature; by 

p rov iding a means for man ' s rel i~ious communion with God, ba s ed on 

the cra·:ing of his nature f or a moral life, and resulting in conduct 

accept able to God and to his fellow~an. This is the fruitag a of 

prophetic a.cth· i ty beginnin~ in Palestine with Amos and conc luding 

with an Isaiah of Babylon . This is the 1: enith of t he development of 

Rua ch. 
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It now re~ains for us to consider the rel!laining Biblical 

material, f rom the close of the careers of Ezra and Nehemiah 

(cir 400 B. C. >, · to the latests boo cs of the Bibl e, 111mong which is 

Daniel,the date of which we can place in the Macca.bee.n period. 

C 165 B.C. ) 



- - Cll?T:::!\ ~I--

:;:e .Boo:s o~ Jo::iai:. , .lob , 

:er tain ?sal=s a::i~ l a~er 
.., -. . a.::oit.ions 

~ccles: at.es , ~aniel , C:i=oni~les, 

:: '~e Prop~ ets . < } 

r~e stri:ing ccaract.e ris:ic o~ :~is p er i od . is o~ :~~ 

-;,-= t..!:.e Ruach . 

j!:. et.i c ins?irat..ion , e- en s o aid t.his last ~ eriod of tne ~i sdo= 

Lit..era~ur e . di~~er widely :n its aic and interest. ~ro= teat o ~ t..he 

=r uit=ul era w~i c !:. ? r ec eded it. J~s t.. w:iat tha t. c!:.a~ed in:erest 

~ro= ?U r dua l st.andpoint o~ Rua.ca as wind an d o reat..h on t~e o~ e 

sicie, and a;; spi rit di· ine a nd hu=an on t.he :i t.h er . 

~u ach in it..s ~ost p ri1titi• e us~ e, t.he p ower=ul wind, 

.:n.ill r e1tai:ls a cii r ec t power o~ God, ,i us t as it wa s at t n e bei:.:inn-

in~ . God c reat ed t..he wind , ( A~os 4 , 3> , and b rings it. ou: o= tis 

~reasure house . ( .ler. O, 13 ; 5 6 ; Ps . 1 35, 7 > • The wind is 

God ' s 1tessenger upon which God rides . C?s . 10 4 , 3 and 4; ) rod 

raises t he st.or~ wind, CPs . 107, 25; 147 , 18; Jona h , 

Jer . ST, 1; > ; tile wind does God ' s will.C?s . 48 , 8; Is . I 

27' 8; ) I t is =ore :ryst..eri ous ~nan ~or=erly . C Eccl . 1 , 6; 

.... -· 
I t can ent..er the s1tall est i: re· ice (.Job . 4 1 , 16) • No one can reye.in 

t:i e wind ( Eccl . 8 , 8 ; } except God , who ho l :fa it. i n /is fist..s (Pr e . 

30 , 4 ) . Th e wi nd is Goo's winci ( Jot 26 , 18); it cier i· e:i i t.s :'orce 

=r oa; God . CJob 28. 2 5 i f It mo-.•es the stubb l e Llol:; 2 1, 8; Ps . 83, 3>; 

I (l) Driv er Introd. t.o Lit . of o. T. Co r rnill CO!r p:!• o:' o. T . 
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and t h e ch aff (Job 2 1 , 18 ; 30 , I S ; Dan . 2, 3S > • I t b rings th• 

c l ouds and rain C ,Job . 37 , 21 ; Pr o . 2S , t 4, 23 ) J it ov ertun1s 

hou s e s (.Job 1 , t9)/ des troys lif e ( .T ot 30, 22; ,l er. St, 1; Is .32,2 i 

Ps . SB, 9 ) ~ l a shes t h e sea i nto wa y es , ( Dan . 7, 21 , llia'; es th•it '!;ras s 

wi ther and dry up,b ec aus e of the hot d e s ert wi nd CPs . 103,16~ . I t 

i s s y mboli c of the s uff ering of th e wic ced. ( Ps . 1 1, 6)' 

We ha v e Ruach fo r po ints of t n e comp a ss s imilar to older 

p erio ds . CI . Ch . 9, 24; Dan. B, B; t i , 4; .! er . S2, 23) . 

In t he wi sdom boo(s, Rua cb occurs i n the ol d u3a~e •';)f 

' anity, emp tiness, nothi ngness . Job s ays his life i s wind C.Tob 7,7; > 

his f r i end' s wor ds are wind to him an d v ic e \' ers a. (Job 6,26; B,2; 

I S , 2; 16 , 3; 20 , 3). In b is p es simism
1
Koh eleth s ay s e\ er;rthing 

i s a str i v i n g; a f ter wind <Eccl. t , 14, 17 ; 2, I t, 17; 4, 4, 6, t 6; ) 

He a.s ·{ s s arcasti cally what. p rof i t a cc rues to a a:.a.n who labors for 

wind (Ecc l . 5, 16>• A p r overb s ays "h e who t r oubl e s his ow:n hous e 

shall p oss es s th e wind. ( Pro . tt , 29 ) J an d the wr iter of Is . 26, 1 ~ 

s ays "I s rael h as b rou~ht f orth n otbin ll h \lt wi n d ." 

We h av e nu merous ex a mp les of Ruach i n th e s ens e of b reath, 

following e:uctly the dev el o?cent of this connota tion in th e p r e

c e d ing e xilic p er i od . A s p l end i d e 7.a mp le (.Job , 4, 9 ) th e wic-<ed 

p erish by t he b reath ( T\ YJ\LJ .J ) of God, an d are c onsumed by the 

breath (GI I ) of fis nos t r ils . 

In Ps . 33, 6, Ru a ch s eems t o o e a llietony my ~or w2 r d.s. 

Breath i s necessa ry for li f e . Bo t h the b r ea th of oan an d b east 

com e froo: Go d. <Ps . 104, 30; .Job, 27, 3j 32 , 8; 33, 4 ; E.col. 3, 

19; Ze ch. 12, t ). At death 1 the b~th retu rn s to God who ~·av e it. 

(Ps . t 04, 29; t 46, 4; Job , 34, 14 ; Eccl . 3 ,2 1; 12, 7; > • Idols 

ha v e n o lif e or a:o· ea:ent, b ec ause there is no o r ea"t.h in them <Hab . 2, t9 i 

J ar . t o, 14; St , 17; Ps . 135 , 17; a l l l ate p a ssag es) . Men live 

a s long e.s they h a -. e b reath ( .Job , 10, 12; 2 7, 1; > th ey d ie1 wh en the 
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breath departs ( .lob , 17 , 1); during life1the breath is under God' s 

o rotection . ( J ob , 10, 12 i 12, 10; Is . 38, 16; Song of He7.ei:iah)• 

We have on e sliQ;ht de·. elop:::ient of Ruach as br•ath in tbe 

fo r m of respiration in Job , 9, 18 . (l) Here "God will not per mit. 

him to ta <e his breath, and a~ain,his breath is hateful to his wife. 

C.Job , 19, 17) • One fact still stan ds out thruout this entire de

v elop~ent of Rua.ch as win d and breath in the Biblical Li terature. 

This is the fact that ~an's breath is not yet a ssocia t ed with h i s 

personality . l"L is merely a gift of God1 to b e enjoyed by man dur

in~ life. At death , when th e breath departs , man g oes to Sheol . 

Thus we s ee that the old usag e of Ruach.1 as wind and breath, 

has ha d little added to it 1and we shall find that the G~ee : Litera

ture uses '' spirit" with the v ery same meaning . Let us therefore 

consider the other ~eaning of Rua cb as spirit, first in its function 

as the spirit of God1and th en a s the soir it of man . 

This final per iod adds nothinQ; to th e prophetic, zpiritual, 

note of the preceding exil ic epoch . If an.y thin;s, there is a retro

gression from the bi~h thot of tne preceding Biblical writers . Tne 

/. eynote of the whole per iod may
1 

in this resp ect be characteri~ ed by 

the p r ophet Zechariah, ,,,ho s ays Prophecy had ceased (.1.3, 2-6>' Why 

this state of affairs should ex ist , may be du e to the changed inter

est, which now operated in the min ds of the men of this day . With 

the cessation of prophecy, it were only natural that much of the tech

nical phraseology should b e discarded. That such i s the cas e, we 

note ~he fact that " the spiri t of God" is nowhere ment ioned in the 

1fisdom boo'rn . C .Job , Prov erb s , Canticl es or Eccl esiastes ) • \f"oen the 

expression does occur
1 

it is ciescripti ,· e either of some p erson who 

ha d liv ed long before, or of a hop e for the futu re, in which prophets 

would a~a in come to preach to the people, and e · ert th e influence 

which the g reat literary p rophets did on the peoole of their day . 

(Brown Briggs Dri ver Diet . O. T. Artic l e f' 11 
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When we realize that the dominant note of the literature of this 

p eriod is sounded in tbe Wisdo~ BooKs, we s ee that the p eople' s 

i nterest was not so much con cerned in the old idea of inspi ration. 

The sages and the pri estly l eaders who now ministered to the intel

lectual e..nd reli~ious needs of th e people
1

had little need fo r a 

oe r sonal r e\· elation of God. For the priests, the written Bible, 

wi th its great l aw codes1 was a suffic ien t guide to conduct and wor-

ship . For the sa~ e, t he human ~ind , busy with ~reat philosopnical 

and ethical interests , was sufficient to hold his attent ion. Th e 

~reat centra l i Jea seems now to b e the emphas i s on ~an' s abil ity to 

understand and gradua lly systema t i z e the world
1

f rom th e • iewpoint 

of human ex perience. This idea, tho it b e f or u s not inconsistent 

wit.h a s earch for theological truths , was fo r the children of this 

day
1

of a ~ind to exc luae th e idea of re\ elation and inspiration. 

While this p eri od f ai ls to use the Ruach \ ery largely a s spirit , it 

giv es us anoth er link which lea ds to the l a~ter Gr.ee« p er iodJ an d is 

a natural transition. For this reas on 1re cannot neii;l ect the few 

illustrati ons of Ru ach as spirit . 

We ha\·e a peculiar usasz; e of Ru acb in the Boo ~ s of ~Joel , 

c2 ,2s, 29>• I f this pa ssage b elongs to this µ eriod, i t is an ex-

c eption to toe cz eneral view of the time. The pr ophet des cribes 

the future . "God will pour out his spirit on Israel " . So univer s a l 

will t.; e the p res ence and ef!' ect of the di 1 ine spi r i t 1 tha t'1 th eir sons 

J • an d daughters s ha ll p rophesy, thei r o l d men cr eam dreams, and thei r 

youn~ men s ee Yi:;ions , e . en upon n. en an ci women who are s er.-ants Go d 

·. 
will pou r out h i s . •t I) s p1r1 • This in some respects 1 su~geets the old 

orimi tiv e i d ea of fo e quantJt a ti·· e i ".l ea of the Ruach,which was so 

c ommon in ou r first p eriod. (Chap . I II . > But the new note, which 

is of interest here, is the uni v ersali t y of the f unction of 't.h e Ruach. 

The spi rit is to rest on e ery t rue Israeli t e. This is contrary t o 

r ' .J 

I (_,JJ ' ,, 
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wl."t we mi11;ht e Y.p ect. in this :> eriod 1 and is mucil nea rer the iciea of 

the e :il i o 1 th at nod h a s inspired the entire nation of Israel a s his 

1J roph etn . But at }, est th is is the only reference of the <ind we 

na e and oo may be reci;ard ed a s an e!:c eption to th e customar y tbot 

or the Rue.ch a t this time. 

Followin Q; the ph ilosophical tendency of the eYilic de-

1elopm ent of Ood's transcen d en ce
1

a n ci his holiness s ep arating him 

f rom th e o eop l e, we ha\ e here referenc es,whicn i~oly that th~ Ruac~ 

i ·i n ow th e medium , n ot between r.oa and th e p rophet , but the b earer 

of the :nes sa~ e which c om es to th e p rophe t f r om Go d . A late author 

ira .es Da,·id s ay the Sp irit s o o i e to hi m, <25 , 23, 2. ) Also Da v id 

' wa s in s t.ructed in a l l the dim ension s of the t.ab e r n a cle anci its 

n l an s by the sp i r it, ( L Ch . 28 , 12) an d in , . • 19, Da v id said !le was 

ar.l e t.o un d erstand the di v in e inst r uction , oecause God ' s hand reste'.i 

01 hi m. Th e Ruach ~ rin~3 t.h e d~v ine ces3a~ e acco rdin~ to s ~e=~ : 

pa:; $ 11.,:- e ;:; . (l Ch . 12, 18; II Ch . 15, t ; 20 , 14; 24, 20 ) In Daniel 
• 

. th ~ . . 1 . 11 e a rama1c p art ,1 we not. e t n e so~rit. i;i· in~ J anie "t.o e :> 01 er ~., 

int err> re~ drea!l's . This is in a .-: .::o r d wb .h t oe o:cer usa;ce, e.n6 i s 

u erely a sur~ i\ a l of t.h e older i~ea, with whi:~ ~be presen"t. so~~is-

~. -, s, 
vas1i~ly a ~ a re3ult of thi3 philos~ph i cal tendency , we c~:e now-:~ 

• !~~ularly enu!' z •.rnds a n o e o:' U :li · • e ~sali ~y a~ ilik:h , i :' no-::. su :; ~ 

:·in r.o ~uythin;.~ -:~a+. has c- re c e:iec i-:, e · en in t!l e e ·· ilic ':ime
1

wnic!:. 

°'" · • ~~ !l. sut'ert: :'l ::>W driru;: o :' -:.he :'u:::.c:.i Jn .,: -. ::'? di · ine ~oir:. :. . ~'~ 

~· '1..:.: !l. : e in ~u est.ioc is ? s . 139 . 7- 2 . i:' :-,rrec :.ly :ia-:ec a:i~ a,s~ i ::: 
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ascend into h eav en Thou art there and it I mak e my b ed i n tbe under-

world Thou art there. " Here th e autho r h as cl early i mpl i ed the om-

nip resence of the div ine spiri~ which cannot but b e synonymous with 

God hims el f. : 

This idea ~ay b e the natural outgr owth of philosophical 

sp ecula t i on 1 wbich as the Prov erbs and Ecclesiastes show was ·s o rif. e 

at this time. 

In conclusion
1
we must consider the last us e of Ruacb 

as the spi rit of man . Here we hav e nothing new, merely illustra- , 

tions of the various us es of Ruach ,as the giver of ang er, courage, 

s t r ength, humili ty apd their opposites , a s well as the seat of 

mental p l &nning, of morality e..nd of reverenc e, ideas which were, a s 

we hav• a lready seen, outgrowths of the preceding p eriods of develop-

ment. 

The Rtiach a s a.nger, courage, strength, eto ., app ears s ev er

al times . Job's f r i ends maintain that h e has turned bis ang er 

a~ainst God • . <Job ,15113) • . But .lob j ustifies himself by as 1: ing why 

his spi r it should not oe impatient (Job , 21,4>'• The spirit drin:s 

up the poison of the arrows of God (Job, 6,4 )' • The a.uthor of 

~roverbs s ays that he who controls his spirit, is s uper ior to him 

who t a <eth a c ity <Pr o. te,32>• A foo l sp ea~s a ll his mind CPr o . 

29 , ll>t but a man of calm spirit, is a man of understanding (Pro . 17 . 

27) . 

God s ti r s up the anger of the King of the Medes (Jer. 51 , 

11)• He arous es Pul and T~lath P;ieser (l Ch.S,26>• ; He stir s up 

the s p i r it of the Phil/istines and Arab ians ag ainst J ehor@ C IICh.2\ 

16) • . Instead of an~er1 we hav e its derivativ es haughtinws s and 

stubbornness, es pecially when t h es e are against God. Nebuchadnezz,,r 

was deposed because his heart was lifted up, and his sp irit was over

bear ing with oride (Dan. 5, 20, Aramaic p art) . Pride goes b efore 

downf al l, s ays t h e a.uthor of Pro . 16,18, and a h aughty spirit b efor e 

a f a ll . 
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For courag e and despair, we h.av e also s ev era.l instances. 

Job c ompla.ins of anguish of spirit (Jo1b, 1, 11>• Th e 3piri t is 

crushed (Pro. 19, 4 >) &nd brol~ en down ( Pr o . 15,.13; 17,22; 18, 14)' 

N~uchadnezz'1r• s spirit was troubl ed/ • rhen he could not understand 

bis dr eam C Dan. 2, 13)' ·. Daniel was troubled when be could not un

d erstand the visions . CDe.n. 7, 15, Are1me.io pa.rt ) • 

Rue.ch occurs in the sens e o1' humility, in Pro . 16, 19 , 

wh ere the proverb declares "It is better to b e humbl e in spirit 

with the lowly, tbe.n to divide s p oil wi. th the p roud.•• A man ' s pride 

b rings him low, bu t honor upholds the humble i n spirit. Pro. 29, 23) • , 

Last, we hav e Rue.ch for mind1, conduct , will, bee.rt, intent, 

e"t.c ., t h e last dev elopir;ent of the nre<:edin~ p eriod. All man' s ways 

are pure in his own eyes, but it is G1>d who weighs the s t> irits, 

? Urooses, motiv es &nd intentions . Pr <>- 16,2 ( c . f. 21;2; 24 ' 12, 

wher e :i? occurs.) 1 A talebearer dis<lloses s e c rets, .but he who is 

faithful in spirit, c onceals the matt1ar. ( Pro . 11, 13) • God stirred 

up the s;> iri t. of Cyrus ( II Cb. 36, 22; E;: ra, 1, 1 >,1 and a ll those 

whom he wished to build the t empl e. : C!E:?. ra, 1, S>' 

Th ese citations need no explanation,sinc e t hey clearly 

i ndicate a mee.niog 1 already long in co1nmon use, in connex ion with the 

meaning and func tion of Ruacb . As W•e now understand the v iewpoint 

of the sa~es and p r i e sts on the conte1cit of the Ruach, we mlfy best 

conclude our Biblical per iod by a b r i ef summary of the ent ire trend 

of t he idea of inspiration as dev eloped betw een 900 a.c . an d 165 s .e. 
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- - SUMMARY OF THE BIBLI CAL MATERIAL--

In binding to~ ether the thre1~ds of d ev elop ment in the use 

of Ruach in t he Bible1 as a p r eparatory step t oward c arrying our 

study thru the Apocryph&l Literature a.nd New Testament, we hav e found 

f r om the very outset two well defined, interrelated and interdep end-

ent u s es . < 1) ' The Rtiach a s wind, th e means, thru which God work ed 

on nature. Later was deri v ed the idt1a of b reath, and out of this 

the thot of the life b asis . <2 > Tho Ru&ch a s spiri t, f irst of God 

and then of man . Th e spiri t of Gud i. nsoi red l ay h erc(s, j udg es , 

~ ing s , soldiers, with strength &nd courag e • . I t l a ter became the 

means of ma : ing c ert ain arti s ans expelrt in their handicrafts . Final

ly, it b ec ame the moral guide of the judge, the .,;: ing an d the li!essiah 

in p r oducing
1 
in t hese chos en ones of God

1 
i:sreat vi rtues and g reat 

c ap ab ilities. On t h e other h and, the Ru a ch inspired men as p r oohets, 

fir s t in the p rimiti v e conce,?t of ecs·t.acy . Thi s idea was purified 

b y the gTeat 1 i terary p rop h e ts) thr u wilose remar'<ab le wor ·<, t he Rua ch 

dev elop ed to i ts highest reach • . It a 13sume d t h e cha.racter of b eing 

the ag en t of God fo r rati onal moral p ·rophetic p reaching j and at its 

z eni t.h, b ecame univ ersal e.nd omnip res ent i n scop e, guiding noy indi

v iduals 1but directing the nations of the worl d,toward the accomplish-
~ 

~ent, each in h is own way, of ~ nati onal mission•· 

~uch of this content of mean ing is carried ov er into the 
J 

Gree ~ writings 1and appl ied a s the b asis of the theology of the New 

Testament. Therefore in order to gi v e us a complete v iew of the 

applica t i on of the Biblica l usage in the Hellenistic p erioa, we sha ll 

t r ace the meaning a.n d office of t he Rua ch thru the Apocryphal Li t era

ture and the New Testament . In this way, we shall hav e a b ird ' s eye 

·: iew of i:.he entire c ontent of the ide·a of inspirati on. 

' 
' . \ 
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- - CHAPTER_!!!- -

--RUACH AND PNEUMA-- THE SEPTUAGINT--
---~ 

As we !IO f rom the Bible to t.he Greek literature we must 
J 

note the similariti es an d diff erences of origin, growth, and usage 
.... 

ex isting b etween the Hebrew fH) and the O~eek 7rllt-IJ~ . 

Tho thes e two words are b oth employed in the meaning of 

"sp irit of God" and tho they share to~ether u:any similar concep
J 

ti ons a s to the function and manner o1~ div ine insp iration, yet each 

word bas gone thru a distinct evolution of its own . This dev elop-

itent must b e briefly indi cated. le f!ind Rullch ev en in the earliest 

Biblioa.l material meaning b oth wind and spirit. This is lls early 

a s 900 B. C. We ha v e s een how t il e th<)t of t h e " sp irit of God 0 ,,was 

fi rst associllted with the "wind of God" and how the s p iri t of man 
.> 

was a direct deriv/ation from the spi1ri t of God. We ;tv e not ed 

c ow both the wind of God Md the s oiri t of God.I retai n/\ a quantatativ e 

idea eYen af t er they h~ .. outgr own. th1eir P rimitiv e origin and came 

to b e used indiv idually, rationally, 111nd univ ersally. We s aw the 

meaning b reath as the out~rowth of the latest exilic thot. While 
.I • 

this is t he path t a °K en by Heb rew psychol ogy in the dev e lopment of 

the "Spiri t of God" , th e Greek 1oath was along a diff eren t r oad. 

To e Greek h ad the same p rimitive i d ea of spirit a s win d 

to b egin with . (5 t h Cent • . B.C.) Fro·m this b e d ev eloped the mean-

ing of b reath, and since h e thot of the b reath a s ~hysioal, the 

G~ ee~ invested lif e and the b reath o f life with a purely physioal 

content. Out of this phy s ical idea of life and the spirit grew 
J 

the that of the "soul- ~tuff" out of whioh were made toe souls of 
~ 

i ndividual men. Later, at the c l os e of the classic p eri od, no 

doubt due to the g rowth of philosophical s p ecu l a tion , the idea of 
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"hao . VII- - Ruach and Pneuma.--Tbe S eptuagint,..-

-7f"l-V~ was b r oadened to mean the basis of all existenc e. In the 
- JA~-:0 postr classical p eriod came the idea of the divine spirit i1 llt-ll!'tl vn•" 

which had a qu ant/-tative connota ti on at outset , similar to the early 

"" nt,. In th e class i c p eriod the 1/ t1f-1Jf"tA. is not associa ted 

with the ciei ty . 

A spl endi d comparison of Ruach and Pneuma~is g i v en by 

Ern es t Burton in his artic le ''Sp irit, S oul and Flesh" . ( 1 )' . 

Bu r ton s ays "Ali :e t h erefore in the sta rtiug point and in the g ener- , 

al range of usage there is a l a r g e measure of parrallelism b etween 
J 

th e Heb rew and Greer;: t erms n1 1 and 7TVE-iJ~tl.. But the order 

in which meanings are d ev elop ed is not the same and the Hebrews . ,, 
were f ar in a dva nce of the Glleek s in dev e lo-..>ing the i d ea of "div ine 

so i r it" • < 2 >: ' -Let u s con s ider the direct. usage of nfll-Vf'I."- a s a t rans-

l ation of 01 ") in the S eptuagint. This will giv e us an insight a s 

to the way in which the G~eeV. transl a tors, understood hi ~ thru 

th e Gi:ee1< wor ds they use to render the Hebrew idea of 1> I~ • The 
~ 

'J reei: tfVl-V/'fl( is used in t wo meanin~s a s wind and b reath j ust as 
I J 

Rua.ch in l ater times among the Jews. Howev er, t h e Gree·~ autho r s -n ever use 11tll-11fUJ. as a psychological term, b ut li!.; e the early 

i t i s always physical . Drummond in h i s wor·~ " Pliilo .Judaeus" i101 . I

p~es 8SJ~7, gi~ es two reason s to p rov e tha t up to 100 A. D. 

ir.eant only wi n d and b r eath . Th es e reas ons are, ( 1.) • the absence 

of any othe r ~s t h an thes e two uses in the Literature• 

C 2> t>bilo and .losepbus who wr ote fo r the Gree~s wi th the .1 ewish idea -of 1)1 -i us e ffVt-Vf<J. in only t h ese two meanings of wi nd and breath. 
~ 

Ra d t h ere b een another usage of fiV~V }'II.. to con\· ey the meaning of 

f' I) they would h av e 1r.erely t ranslated th e Gi:ee'. : word (Tllf-~el. 

But wh en th ey are c ompslled to use other words than IT V~vf'- e(. to 

C 1) • Amer. J ou r . of Th eol . Vol . 18 , No . 1 P.79 . 
' 2> Ibid, P . 79 . 
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conv ey the idea of Ruacb tney v ery c a refully exp lain the n n mean
' 

in~ of the Ruach and the reason why a given Greek •ord tl~s the 

Hebrew us ag e. 

In this way we see how the Hebrew influenc ed the Greek to 

b roaden the meaning and usage of /iVt-Vf'- Cl(. Th e Gr.ee){ h a d 

no wo r d for cJl'lj>"il n1'l
1
and therefore the S eptuag;int merely ex-

-. 
tends the imolication of nvt- v ~" to include not only the mean

J 

iog wind and breath , but also that of divine spi r it. 

When i t wa s clear t o the Greek transla.torsJ that the Heb r ew 
y 

author us e d Ru a.ch in the sens e of wind , the Greek used ea( V f-Jt • ~ 
instead of , a.l tho many G:ne ek dictionari es consider 

as synonymous . Someti~•s the 
... )/ 

Gr ee-: v ersion a vo ids the use of either Hfl 1- VJUw.. or o< vt-jtDJ 
J 

ana in orde r to giv e t h e idea , t r ansl a t es fr e ely . CI s . 40 , 29; 

Jer . 10 , 13; 49, 36; 51 , 16) • 

translated by Wh en n1 ') means breath it is usually 
J 

Jiflf-1/f'fl.. . <H i Sometimes for n1) the word 
I . ( J( , 

flV (J 7 ls used . · 

C Is . 38 , 16; 

lated by 

Ez . 13, ' 3; Pr o . t 1 23) • Sometimes i) b fJI J is trans-
( 1) t 

~ 

tf I/ t- t/ f'-- o1. C L V. • 

the Gr e e .o: word for soul , 'f 11 A' 7/ 
1 7, 1 7 ; Dan . 5, 2 3) 1 In .Job , 7 , 1 5 , 

is connecte d with the b r eath ( l) 

Ye have more difficulty in toe Gree -: translation of nt 1 

for spirit of r.od an d ma n than in the meaning of wind and b r ea th . 
s I 

Th e Gr e e·• tho t a.h out spirit and its functions was much the same as . , 

t.hat hel d by the J ew s . So it was not difficult fo r t h e Gree~ to 

extend th e meanin~ of liV l- tJ fA tL to co·,•er the i dea of spirit of God • 

Th i s was all the easi e r since the Gree::s , li"t e the Biblica l authors, 

refused to a.sc r ibe to the spirit an indiYiduality or e> er sonality . · 

( 1) Strong's Conc ordanc e of Bible an d New Testament , Article 
"Holy Spirit''. (Gree : , Eng lish and Hebrew parrall els . ) 
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In t h e later Biblical t hot of the Ruach as too holy b ecause 

Go d was holy, so the Gree c idea was identical with the Jewish t hot 

here also . As e. result of t his fe el ing the S eptuagint and the late 
~ 

Biblical authors refus e to cons i der anythin~ ev il a s c oming from God. 
) 

So wh en they cam e to transla:te "Th e spirit of evil f r om the Lord, " 

( t s . 16, 14-'23) • they t ranslated " an evi l spirit" • . Li"=ewise "the 

sp irit. of God" by which the four hundred false p rophets d eceiv e d Adah 

is c al l ed by the Gree-:s merely a "s?irit" . 
~ 

Th e an~els a r e cal 1 ed 7V~Vf-<-"'1"-. ~and the p assages in 

Num . 16, 23 and 27,16 for "God of ~he spirits of all f les h", we h ave 

i n the S eotua~int "God of t h e spirits and all fl esh . " 

Charles, ( 1.) citing p a ssage s f r om the Ethio~io Enoch , 

<Enoch, 39, 12, 40 1 1- 10; 46, 3-8 , ) says th e Lo rd of spi r its is 

use d instead of Lo r d of Hosts • 
......, 

Th e word 1ft/ t- 11 fA-"- do not occur for a 

u ers onif i ed human spirit.<2> 1 

In cas es wh ere the word Rue.ch means stren~th, courag e, 

ao~er , there is ~reat div ers ity in Gree< translation . This is natur 

" al if we rememb er that ff VI- ii J-'-rl. h a d n o psycholog i c al connota tion . 

Many times in this s itu a ti on the S eptua~int t ransl ates 111 ) by 
,/ 

'fl v X' (G en . 4 f , 8; EX . 6i ; 
\I 

35' 21 ) • Wh en Rue.ch meant ang er th e 

ff1Jp.1 & CPr o . 16 , 19r 17,27; 18 , 14; 29 , 11; Eccl . 71 88; 

Z ech . 6 1 8; Isa. 57 , 15 ; E7. . 391 29h 

When Rtiacn had ot.her subtle impli cations, th e Gr eek aT" oided 

a litera l translation. cr. en. 26,35 ; Josh . S, 1 ; I S . 1,15 ; I !\ . 10, 

5 ; Ir Ch . 9 , 4f 21 ; 6; Job 6 , 4t 1 , 11; Pr o . 17 ,22; 29, 23; 

Is . 66, 2; Ez • 1 3 , 3. > 

( 1) Charl es "Boo" of Enoch", p . 110 

( 2 ) Strong ' s Concordanc e, Art . "Holy Spirit". 
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Thus we s ee the ·~indred sympath~ which made the transition 

:!'rom the Hebrew to the G:xreei• rather easy, since both p eoples vi ewed 

the f unction of the spirit as the same, tho d e~elop ing these con

c ep~ions alon~ di f fer ent lines . In cases where t h ere was a lac~ in 

the G:xreeic medium +.he Oree'..: translation accommodated its elf eith er by 
.J "' ... 

ex tending the denotation and connotation of lf' llt I)~ rJ. .J or by avoi d-

in~ a literal rendering of the Heb rew, but substituting instead a 

f reer translation . 

Let u s no~· continue our work and note the meaning of 
..... 

17 llt:- Vp~ in the Apocr yphal literature.., in the various meaninQ;s 

"' which the Rue.ch dev elop ed and which the G:xr eel: 1rv t- v f< el. .. either ha~ 

or assumed. 
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- - CHAPTER -VIII--

-- PNEUMA ' IN THE APOCRYPHAL LITERATURE--

The Apocrypha is a collection of boo~s containing history, 

~tory, p oetry and wisdom, simila r to the Biblical gag~rapha. · Toe 

Apocrypha,are the additions to the Bible which the Hellenistio Jews 

ooss essed. .aut a s many of ou r apocryphal boo''"s ~ written in 

Seb r ew, we may reason that they were '<nown in Pal estine as well a s 

in F.gypt . But the ~ocrypha is not a fix ed collection and so there 
~ 

~rew gradually into its domain certain Jewish books wbicn have 

either oeen lost in their Hebrew originals .Pr were oriqinally com!los

ed in O~ee : or Latin. Some of these are now p reserved by t h e Syrian, 

Ethiopic, Coptic or Arm enian Churches of the Gree ~ Church. · On e boo:, 

( Esdras II> i s in Latin and bas b een lost in its O~ee~ original . 

Th ese u:any diff erent bo'o :s call ed Apocrypha are the lin~ between the 

3fol e and tile Sentuagint and the New Testament. They are not only toe 

~ransition f rom the Bible to the New Testament religious standpoint, 

out are the natural out~rowth of the entire literature, an d f or that 

r~ason cannot L e l eft out of any study which aims to trace an idea 

f r om the Ol d Testament to t h e New Testament . The Canonical Hag yc-

~raoha has one ooo ~ , Daniel, which in character and ~one, res embl es 

7;' any of toe boo-:s of the aooc ryt> .!lal l iterature in its mys teries , its 

s sot erio ps euden igraphio character. For this reason Daniel may b e 

~ ro~ erly succeeded Ly t h e ap ocryphal boo'<:s , and lea\· e no ga p in devel

op ~ent of any of the ideas, the scop e of which we are interested i n 

":.racing . 
~ 

Let us consider how t o e word 7r t/f-1/f'--~ was used in the 

Aooc r J'!>hal lite~ature . ..... 
In ;;eneral ~e hav e the same us~ e of Jr"V~Vf<~ as in the 

Septuag:int . We hav e t\lo c;:: reat di visions of Apooryoha.l literature, 

{ 1) ' the b oo,:s i n Heb rew , or Aramaio originally, and ( 2} · those whioh 

·1er e orig inally in Gree • • 

We fin d a di ff er ent usage fo r in each '\l'OUp . 

1 h er e~or e for clearness , I shal l ~iv e the table of the Apocryphal 

Literature accor ding to t his di v i sion . < 1) 1 

' 1 ) Fran' : c. Port er' s r evi ew in the Jour . Amer . Theol . Vol . ta, No . 1 
!l • 11 0-111, of R.3. Charles "Tb e Apoc r ypha and 'Ps eu d e~ ig,;s rapha 
of th e o. r . 
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,.:ia::- . 'llII--Pneuma in the Apocryphal Literatur~-: 

DATE. __ _.. 

500 B. C • . 

Be::"ore 300 B. C. 

350- 1 70iJB . C . 

180- PS B. c . 

~ afore 170 t o 
64 'B . C. 

1 50 B. C. 

136 s.c. 

' 25- 1 00 B .c . 

1 09- 1 05 3 . c . 

~ e:'ore 100 B .c. 

--THE APOCRYPHAL LITERATURE--

TITLE. 

!l/ 
Story of Ahik/r• 

~· of Jeremy. 

Tob it. 

Sira ch. 

Enoch . 

.Judi t h . 

Bel and the Dragon 

I Mace ab ees. 

Juhil,es 

Tgstaments of 
12 Patria.rchs. 

I Esdras . 

GREEK •OR I GINALS . 

Cl 
p . ~. 

• 

~ 
~ 
0 
0 • 

~ 

n • 

).) 

0 
0 
1- 1 

• \j' • 

() 

TITLE. 

Aristeas . 

• '1 • Sibyline Ora cles. 
(.Jewish parts>• 

. - . 
0 
O • II Maccabees. 

I I I Maccabees . 

• 

• • 

DATE. 
---a 

125 B. C. -
50 B.C. 

ab3ut 
10 B. C 

95 B. C. - BOB. C. t: Susanna • Wisdom of Solomon. 50-10 

63 B. C.- 483. C.E 

18 B. C. to 
70 A. D • . 

7- 29 a.. . D 

? 

78 Q::O 

A:ter 70- Cl l> 
:. afo r e 100 a1:) 

· oo- «D 
r e!'ore 132 a.)) 

• 0 • 
Psalms of Solomon . 

I 0 

Prayer of A?.alh,e.h 
ana Pray er of Ttree 

/ • 

IV Maccabees. 
\l) • 
(°'I 

Fragments of 
Zadok i te 'fork . 

Assumption of tfo s es . 

1'artyrdom of Isaiah 

I Baruch 1' to 4 ; 4 

I I Baruch 
C Sy rian Apocal~s e 

IV Ez r a 
II Esdras- Ch. 3- 1 4 

-t- II Enoch (Secrets)30BC-70A.: 
• o • Additions to Es ther ? 

-• . 
() 

• I" • 

• • 

• ri 

!' 
&1' 

• 
0 

• 0 

' , 

I . Baruch 4,5 to 
s, 9 • 

Book s of ~dam and 
Ev e. 

78~=1> -
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Chap . r rvV-- Pn euma in the Ap oc r yphal Li teratur&- -

The Apoc r yphal Li teratur&--Continued. 

Hebrew Ara miac . · Gre ek Ori~inals . 

DATE. Titl e . Titl e. Date. • • 0 

200 a . :n. Pir k e .*>both · ~ o . III Ba ruch 
•on (G r e e' : Apocalyps e) ? 

0 i" 
~ I . ,, • 

mb"f 
Pr ayer of L!anasf-s ? 

In order to deter 1:1ine t h e meaning the Greet~s ascrib ed to 

Trtlt-VfA-al. , the Gree'· Apoc r ypha u-e more imp or tant , but wh en we 

wou ld s e e h ow the G~ee~ t r anslato r understood the Hebrew Rua.ch , 

~h en t1e must loo : at the A? ocryphal boo.t s com?os ed in Hebrew. 
~ 

Fi r s t let u s consider 7T'Vf-Vfl."- i n the meaning of wind . 

'lie !lav e illustrations of t h is u s ag e,,from both 1<:roups of Ap ocryp:1al 

wri~inc;s . Tnis is natural sinc e both t h e Greek an d 1ieorett h a d t h e 

~undamen~al meaning f or s pirit . 

In th e S eorew a? ocryph a TrV ~ 'Jf'- Cl(. a s wind occur s in 
> 

Sirach 39, 28. 4 3 , 17 ; and Son~ of Thr e e Children 27 ,43; (o . f. 

i>ao . 3 , SO , 65 . ) • I n tile Gree': b oo.cs the s u1e usiuse occurs in Wis dom 

5 1 11 , 23 . 7 , 20; 11 , 20; 13 , 2; 17, 18; E!:> is . of J er . 6 . 

We hav e also t h e destructi v e charac t e r of t h e wind . (Sirach 

39, 28; Wisdom , S ,23 ; 7,20; 11 , 20 . It is s t ill u nder the direct 

c ontrol of God a s in the v ery oldes t literature o=: the Bible (Sirach, 
> 

43 , 17 . ). 
,,... 

Novi com es t h e use of ]T rff IJf'-6' i n the de• eloped s ense 

of breath . Th is use is v ery common , oc curin~ in al ~ost ev ery ap o-

c rypha l b oo ~, 1. o t h in t !le Beb rew and in th e Gree• ,:s:ouo . Some of 
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'.:.::ap . VIII- - Pneuma i n t.he Apoci-yphal Lit.eratur&--

t.b e passag;es whicn illus trate this usage are Si re.ch 38 ,23; · Judith, 

10 , 13; 14,6; 16,14; Esther B, 13; Enoch 13 , 6 ; Tob i t 3 1 6; Baruch, 

2 , 17; the Heb re\'l Apoc r ypha . In the Oree~ we hav e Wisdom 2,3; 

12,l; 15 , 11; 16; 161 14 t Epis . of J er. 25. II Maccab ees,7,22; 

14,46. IIU!accab ees 6 1 24r IV Maccab . 11, 11 . Specific uses of 

for b reath show that when the b reath i:;o es away, man 
) 

dies . CS ire.ch , 38, 23; Judith 14 ;6; Wisdom 16, 14 ; } Man borrows 

h:s b reath f rom God durirui: hi.s life C Jud. 16, 14t Wisdom 12, 1; 15 , 11)' 

1od can ta ~ e away the b reath at any time. <Tobi t 3,6; Barucil 2,17; 

c . f . Apoc . of Baruch 3 , 2> . Ev en after death God c11.n i?;i .re to e breath 

ia .:: : to man and ca.use him to live a.gain . CII Maccab. 7, 23; 14 ;46) • . 

:.!an is called a breath of' li£e ( .Jud. 1o,13) ' There is no definite 
....., 

us e where the word fiV f- cJ/l(.~ impli es tha t man's spi r it nas p ers on-

ality. The absenc e of this note , to~ether with the Greel.c vi e1·1 op-
6 

y osjin~ this (c . f . Chap . VII> • s ee~to s~ow that a s y e t there is no 

a~soci ation bet ween can's spirit as b reath and his p ersonality . 

? o r tn e S eb r ew v r.J J toe Gr ee · uses '· l' ..._ .,,,,, .. We have such us~e 

in (Wi sdom 3,1 ; 4,14f 8 , 19; 9 , 15; 16, 4; and IV Maccab . 10,4; 

1'3, 23. 

In Enoch 14, 2 we bave breatn as a metonymy fo r words , 

=imilar tu ou r Biblical usa~e. In the Son~ of the Three Children 

C64 . c . f . Dan. 3 , 86) b reath is a o e tonymy fo r a liv ing o eing . 

This exhausts the Siblical usas e as wind , and in the 

apoc ryphal bool:s we find no adv ance out only sur-,1',rals of the older 

idea . Let u s now consider T '"""•(_.t a s the 3pirit of God and of 

rn an . There are not mor e that a do;: en exa:np l es of r ' f- f>'fJ.- "'

s p irit of God . (1) ' 

as i:.be 

<It occurs only in Sire.ch 39,6; 48 , 12,24; ~isdom 1,S ,6; 7 , 7,22; 

IV l.'accab . 7 , 14t Su s anna 43 ; 64; Ps . o~ Sol . 17,42; 18 , 8 .) 
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Ciap . VI I i-.- Pneume. in the Apocryphal Li teratur&--

The Sp iri t of God occurs mostly in the wi sdom book s , not 

:n the s ens e of direct ins?iration , which had long ~a-u f allen into 

disus e, li{e the Biblic al usage in t h e Uaccab ean time, but as a 

mediator b et~een the wisdom of God and his creatures . Wisdom and 
( 1.)' • 

s pirit are almost identical in Apocryphal Literature . 

As a r esult of this associ a tion we h a v e both combinations 
.J 

of words; on the one hand wisdom of the sp irit, CP.s . vf So l . 8, 18) ' 

a:id on the other ~he spiriT. of wisdom . CWi3dom 1,1> • Wisdom is a 

v h.al par t o~ T.h e spirit in T.ois Gree< p eriod. Both wisdom and toe 

noiri t are emanations of } od and c a:i enter all thi ngs . CWisdom 7 ,22) . . , ~ 

Th e holy soi r it of wisdom will ~ive wis ciom only to toe ma n who is . > 

ou r e CWi odom 1,4-'6;> in thot and de ed . Cc . ~ . Susanna 42; 64;) 

,-[ i th.out T.h e spi ri T. of wi:i<iom on e can.not :not1 toe couns el of God. 
> 

C-Nisdom 9, 17 ; S irach 39,6) . · The Messia.il is to have t :18 spirit o:' 

:1 i.:do1r. in the highest dec ree, (Ps . o:' Sol . 17,42; 18,8) • .which 

~orcibly recinas of I s ai&h . c11,2>. 

Thus we ha v e c learly s et :'ortb th e phi loso'Ch er s ' ' idea of 

the :'un ction of toe spirit , an i dea quiT.e di~~ erent fro~ T.be direct 

~ roon etic ins~ i ration of the exilic tiQe, buT. raucn ttore in sympatny 

wi~.1 toe Biblical vi ew during the f inal Llaccabean time. The spi r it ' s' 

r:n i e:' function :.s to a ee'..: out T.be n ililosooher wao by h is life is 
. ) J 

··ortay of t.b e s p irit and en:io\: h im wiT.il understanding . 

Th e i den. of 1Tll rU ,~ "< !'or p ersono.l u eings , is alttost 

ent irely limit. a ~ to Enoch . Enoc h calls t n e an~ els wh o came to 

4ar -;;:t and de~iled tn e;i;s e L e s wiT.h woi:: en, s p iriT.s . (Enoch 15,4-18)' 

Tn es e spirits can ta :e many d i f :'erent f orms . (Enoch 19, 1>'• : Som e 

( 2) • 
~f th e~ sinned in spirit . 20,6. 

( 1) uru ;;:imond ?bilo • . Tudaeus "fo l. I, ps . 215-2T8 . 

( 2) Char les ' '3oo._ o f Enoch 'P . 356 note . 

P~e 55 o r.ii tted. 
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C.:ia!' • VIII-- Pneum a. in t he A!' oc r ypba l Literature--

In tile Et niop i c Enoch fo r til e older ''Lo r a of Hosts" we hav e " Lord 

o~ Spirits" . 

Th e sp irits aup ear a s ev :l spi rii:.s and torment p eop le on 
J 

earth . The s pirits of t h e ~iants , whicn lef -:; t h em at deatn, are 

\ e · il so~rits . (Enoch 15, 8-12; 

\

.'" o,·~r tl> e • o rld. 

Th ey are d emons. They go 

Tob it h a s tne statement that a d emon in a human 

c e1ng is an evil s p irit. C6,7) . 

Tile Gree·~ i:.ho i:. al s o conc eiv ed of ai semb odied spirits • . 

This thot i s f oun d on ly in E'nocn ( 9,3,10; 20,3; 22, 3- 13) 1and is 

t r anslated by the Gree'.: word fo r s oul '/v"'f ;:S. \IJ ~J -To e auth or of Enoch us es HVl-llf'-111.. in til e !l ens e of t.oe soul of 

:~ e.n aft er it lea. ... · e s h i s b ody . · 

ln Reo rew o oo-. s o:' the Apocrypha, but not in t il e Greeit , 
~ 

r e not e tne recurring us e of lfvl"VJA-' f or courai;; e, stren .-:;th , and 

an ;;er. Thus toe coura iz e o!' t il e p eop le rev i v ed wn en t!l ey elec t ed 
I 

f: : re eo n their leader ( L Maccab. t 3, 7. Goa chan~ed t h e an~er of 

~b e Xing Ahasuerus into Kraciousness to Es ther . (Ksth er 5 ' Gree : 

~dtlition)• · Go d stirred up Cyrus to ma : e a p r oclamation CI Esdr a s , 

Re aroused the Le,· i t e s to l:.u i ld the 

t erno l e a t J eru~al em ( I Esdra s 2, 8 . Th e s p iri i:. is t h e dwelling 
cl . 

~ l ace in ma~ o~ cowaraic e ( Ju~. 7,19; ) 1of an~uish (Son~ o~ t h e 

T'.::ree Ch ildren ( 1.6 . c . f . Dan. 3 7 39 . 
"""') 

Thus we s e '3 t h e wor d 7TVf-V f<-. us ed in tn e sam e s ens e as 
~ 

~n e old er literat ure of Biblical li t erat ure and o~ th e S eptua~ int. 
J 

Th e Apocryphal usa~ e does not ~o b ey ond the idea of Ruach as we na v e 

:.t d e' ·el op ed in t he Bibl e. If anything the rrvt-Vf' d .. influ enc ed 
) 

r,y t h e b r oa ti er shadin~ s o~ Rua c h nas 1, een :"o r e ed to b ro ad en its mean-

ing . 

Page 57 . Oi;Ji tted. 
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C~ap . VIII-- Pneuma in the Apocryp hal Literature • 

..... 
We shall now consi der the use of i-Vfll fttl.. i n th e New 

J 

Tes~ament~and point out toe ma i n t endenci es , whic~ are illustrative 

of t h e older iaeas and also ? oint out any new t endencies which we 
) 

may f ind, owing to the f act that early Cnristian Th eologyJ vas ma de 

up by tw" distinct strains of thot, the .Jewish and Pagan . ~ 

In the Juda ic Christi anity we may expec t to f ind the ol d 
~ 

Biblical i aeas o rou~ht out and poss ioly dev elop ed. · 

In Pagan Christianity Vie may ob sen•e v ery dif~erent t en-

~encies as to the f unction of tne spi r it of God =rom t~ose of the 

3ibl e. 

Pa.Ke 59 ooi t t ed . 
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- -PNEUMA ' IN THE NEW TESTAMENT------- ........ _______ _._.._:.__._. __ -

As we c.onsider the meaning and function of Pneuma in the 

New Testament our difficulty is not so much to determine the ehrono-
J 

logical order of the books, but it is a difficulty which is due to 

the differing nationality and education of the various authors of 

the New Testament. We ha7 e many opposing v iews and schools of thot 

in the New Testament, each of whom had a different meaning for and 
J 

a different function of the Rue.ch or Pneuma. 
I 

Let us therefore consider this new Testament literature 

from the -..· iewpoint of the same method whioh we pursued in our analy

sis of the Bible and the Apocryphal Literature, the \i9Wt>oint of 

Pneuma as wind and breath on the one hand and as spirit on the other. 
J 

There seems to be only one clear reference to the Pneuma 

as wind in the New Testament, in the Gospel of .rohn, where it is 

stated that the wind blows where it will ( .John 3,8). Another in-

stance more doubtful occurs possib ly in the Epistl e to Hebrews where , 

the author says, refering to Ps. 104, "He ma ~es the wind his messen

:sers (angels>; his ministers a flame of fire". CHeb. 1, 7). It is 

oossible that the Psalmist meant winds, the New Testament author un-
• I 

derstood "sp irits" in the sense of Hebrews 1, 14 . 

The absence of any other exampl• ~f Pneuma as wind show 
J 

cl early how completely the emphasis has veered around. All thru the 

Bi ble, especially in the earlier ~ eriod, the exampl es of Rtiach as 

wind were extremely common, while those refering to the Ruach as 

sp irit were not. Here we see that the use of ?neuma for wind is 

almost nil, that O\ er ninetenths of the references in the New Testa

ment which use pneuma are concerned with it in the meaning of spirit • ... 
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~ 
Ch ap. l lf--Pneuma in the New Testament- -

This same paucity occurs in the New Testament use of Pneuma for 

b reath. It was an ~iom to state t ha t t h e b ody without breath was 

dead. (James 2,26) . LiJcnise the image of the b east did not liv e 

until b r eath was ~iven to it. _ <Re\ . 13, t5 ) . This b r eath of life 

oomes f rom God CRev . 1 t, t4>:, and at death it returns to God • . C.John, 19 

30) . According to Malt.h ew, when J esus died be sent f or th his breath • 
..I 

( 27 , 50) . Three passa~es, Lu· ~ • 23, 46; 8 , 55; Acts . 7,59; seem to 

imply that pneuma means breath, but this is by no means certain. 

Lu~• b ei""' a non- Jew and a disci'o l eof the t eachings of Paul , or obably . .., _, . 
us ed pneuma to mean something els e. We cannot determine defini tely 

i f the one reference in CII Thess . 2, 8)was used by Paul to mean 

b reat~ or not as it is ques tioned whether the authorship of thi s boo '. 
J 

by Pau l is accurate. Here in the old sense of I s . 1tt4 'and .Job, 4;9, 

we are told the Lord. (meaning J esus) will consume the lawless ones 

with the b reath of his mouth. So we hav e as abov e a neglibl e use of 

" neuma i n the meanings of b reath and wind. 

Let us now turn our attention to the g r eater part of New 

Tes tament theology and dea l with Pneuma i n its meaning s of spirit of 
j 

r. od and s pirit of man, ?Ointin~ out the tendencies in usage whi ch 

rest on the older Biblical material and those indications which are 
J 

f oreign to the earlier literature wh ich indi ca te new tendenci es of 

Fi r st the use of spi r it of God a s Holy Sp i ri t i n the t each-.> • 

ings of .J esus, as indicated by the synoptic f?; OS-' els~ The f unc!tions 

of the spirit are very limited. J esus op~osing the ?harisees quot es 

a messianic prop hecy, and introduces it with the words, "How doth 

Dav id i n s pirit call him Lord" . (Mat h. 23,43 ; Mar : t 2, 36). Again 

in another quotation found only in Lu.ce ( 4; 18 ) .J esus says indirectly_ 
J J 

h e carr i es ou t hi s mess ianic mission by p oss essin~ t he sp irit of God, 
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Chap. IX- - Pneuma in t h e New Testament- -

ffe casts out demons thru the Spirit of God, according to Matthew, 

t 2, 28) . A man commits an unpardonable sin, be sins against the 

Holy Spirit. (Matt. 12, 31, 32; Mar : , 3,29, Lu : e 12, 10), when he 

ascribes either to Satan <Matt. 12,24, 26, or to an unclean spirit~ 

<Mar : 3,29> the deeds which he i s able to accom? lish by t h e oower of 

Yben he tells his disciples aowthe Spiri t of God will aid 

them, .lesus s ays that when t hey come b efore Kings and magistrates 
~ 

that the Holy Spirit will instruct them what to say, or the Holy 

Spirit will SJ ea~ thru them • . C Matt. to, 20; Marrt 13, 11; Lu.re 12, 12; > 

and again in Lu:e ( 11 , 13> Jesus tells his disci?lesthat their 

Heavenly Father is more willing to ~ive the Holy Spirit to those who 

as · him than 11.n earthly father i s to giv e ~ood ~ifts to his children. 
,J 

In Ma t t . 28, 19) J esus, after his resurrection commands his disciples · 
.> 

to bapti::e all believers with the formula, "The name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of t h e Holy Spirit." These are all the refer-

ences the synop tic gosp els ha e of the teaching of .Tesus as to the 

:'unction of the Holy Spirit both in rel ation to him and as O?erati•: e 
J J 

in the liv es of his diciples. Here this function is limited to the 

? erformance by the Holy Spirit of miraculous and superhuman deeds. 

However, in the version of t h e teaching s of .T esus in the 

.Tospel of .John, we ha• e a much more diverse " iew of the f unction of 

;>neuma. Here the e~phasis on ~oral and spiritual regeneration, a 

note which was lac .>: ing in the synoptic ii;os:) els, comes out with g reat 

fo rcefullness. "Excep t a man o e born o~ water Cb a::i tism) and the 

spirit, h e cannot ent er into the · ingdom of Ood • . CJohn 3,5) . By 

t he presence of t h e Holy Spirit i n him man b ecomes a spiritual b eing 
J 

(.John 3, 6) How this O? eration is b r ought about is a. mystery _ (.John 

3,B>, but that it occurs is ~ erfectly clear to t h e author. The 

Roly Spi rit C!; h es life ( .John, 6, 63). · The spirit, bowe,· er, has 
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oth er functions to perform than only its regenerativ e on • • : Wi t hout 

the ass ista.nc e of the holy sp irit true worshi? is an impossibility. 

.l esus tells the woman of Samaria tha t the time is coming and now is 
) M 
will worship the Father in spir/t and or es ent when the true b elie\ er 

J 

in truth; this b ecause h e poss ess es the sp irit ~and understands the 

t ruth which it b rin~s • . CJohn 4,23 , 24 , 16, 13) . The same passage 

declares that God is spirit, whi ch ? robab l y im? lies that God comes 

into communion with ~an thru his holy s pirit. CH Cor . 3,17> . 

Soi ritual insight is a function of the spirit in .John (1 4 , 17,26, 15, 

26; 16, 13) , when Jesus says t hat the Roly Spirit is the comfor t er 
J 

and help er. He tells his disciplesthat when oe go es away he will 
J 

oray the Father to send the Soi r i t of Truth , and this s pirit will 

lead them to understand a ll truth. Again in John . ( 20,22,23),, the 

~ossession of the holy sp irit will allow the diaciplesto gain such 

cnowledge of the moth es of men that they will ha'" • th e div ine right 
.I 

of pardoning sin . This wisdom carrying power reminds us str i tingly 
"' 

of the s a.me use of pneuma in the apocryphal literature, where the 

sp irit brin~s wisdom to men. 

Here then in .John we ba" e the hi~her teaching of the func-
1 "' 

tion of the holy s pirit, which com? lements t h e mo re lirtited v iews of 

the synoptic 1ros.:i els. We can now a; o further and analys e how the 

four evan~ eli sts use ~n euma fo r the holy s pirit . Here t h e emphasis 

as to t h e function of the spi ri t is concerned wi t h the relation to • J 

.Jesus, and neglects t h e rel ation of the s pirit to either disciples_, 

or the Christian b elie\ ers at l arg e. The disciples are not gi v en 

the revelation of or oarticipation i~the holy s p i r it until after 
' 

the death of .Jesus . Both Matthew and Lu ; e ascrib e t o t he holy 

spiri t a share in the ~ eneration of .Jesus CMatt. 1,18,20; Lu : e 1,35) 
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Th e real c aus e of this g enerati on was Gtod, thus ag a in implying the 

o ld Biblical idea of Ruach as the power of God . 
J 

The h <lly s p irit 

ll'as t h e means God employed to b r ing about the c reation of J esus . · 

Thus he is in a peculiar s ense, the son of God. Whil e the func t ion 

of th e spirit a s p ow er is not new, the use of the spirit a s the 

~ enerati v e ~ction is uniqu e h ere. N1:> _o ar\allel in this sen s e, is 

found in either t h e Bible or the New T1estament. Th e S:!J i ri t cam e to 

l e sus a t his b ap tism _CMatt. 31 16; Mar : , 11 10; Lu.~ • 3,22; John 1, 32 

I t was b ecause Jesus b eing God's son, iwas so ? Ure and holy ev en f rom 

hi s b irth tha t the sp i ri t wa s a p erman1ent poss es s ion of Jesus. 
) 

Thus far t h ere i s no eff ort to mL : e the holy s p i ri t a dis-
J 

tinct p ersonality ap art from God. Rather hav e we the old idea of 

the quant~tative s p i r it which was s o commonly used in the early Bi-

b lice.l me.terial . In s e \· eral other _!) as sages we ha1 e the holy spirit 

as a n ow er of God. God annointed J es·u s with the Holy Sp irit, ac-

c ording t o Lu : e C Acts . W, 38 ) , an d ace or ding to .Tohn C 3, 34), God did 

not not ~iv e the s~ irit by measure. · After his b aotism the heav ens ... . . .,) 

were o_o ened and t h e Holy Spiri t d escen d ed a s a do~ e on Jesus . ~ain 
> 

th e guiding ? OWer of t h e S? i r i t in the old s ense reccurs . Go d thru 
J 

h is spirit ma : es J e sus enter the wilcie1rness to o e t emnted by Sa tan • 
.) 

( Matt. 4 1 1; Mar·~ 11 12 ; Lu : e 4 1 1). Thru the s p irit God g h es .Jesus 

t he p ower to p erf orm mira c les CLu : e 4 1 14; c.f. Acts. 101 38 >, and to 

o er f orm t h e wor : as t h e f ounder of the1 "'{ ingdom. <Lu ce 4,18; .John, 

3, 34; Me.t t . 12, 18) 

be, li <e Mos es, also 

, 
Jesus li~e Mos~s b ears 

) .> 

giv es t h e holy S? irit to 

the div ine s~ irit and , 
his disciples CMe.tt . 

3, 1 I ; Mar.< 1 ,8; .John 1,33; Lu : e 3, t 6; e\ren tho in this cas e wi th 
.) 

.lohn t h e Baptist and Lu.a they l'•re J e1sus' p redecessors. , .John s ays 

.J esus i:tav e th e holy s p irit to his diso:i p l es b efore the a scension. 

{ .John 20 , 22 >, while Lu : e s ays it occu rred a ft er ( Ac t s. 2, 1- 4} . 
' 
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Thus we s ee a differenc e as to the time of t h e consecration of the 

discipl es • 

There is a f urther difference as t o the manner by which 

Jesus endowed his disciples with the holy spirit . · John s ay s Jesu s 

b reathed the spirit on them C20,22) Lu •e, that he poured it forth 

f r oa; hea '°en 2( 1-4). Both Lu : e and John agree that God is the source 

of the ho ly spi rit. , ( I John, 3,24; 4, 13; Acts. t ,4, 5; 2,23; 15,8 ; 

c . f • .John 14,'7 and 26; 15, 26; Lu'u 11,1 3). ~ 

We have seen bow t h e four evan~elists in t eT? ret t h e func-

ti on of the h oly soi r i t and we s ee n o adva.nc e in its usag e o>er the 
J 

older Biblical material U? On which the inspiration and revelation of 

the New Testament are founded. We can now fo llow th~ development 

in the Boo.: of Acts , t he wor : of Lu..,: e . Here we hav e little refer-

enc e to the relation of the holy spirit to Jesus, but we hav e a great 

mass of references dealing with the conn exion between t e e holy spirit ~ 

and the discip les an d the b elievers of the church. We sha ll include 
~ 

also in thi s group the narratiYes of Jesus ' infancy in Lu.: e, the 

Catholic epi stl es ,and t h e Ap ocalypse in r egard to the Holy Spirit. 

At t h e tim e of the a sc ension J esus commanded the ayostles 
J 

th ru the h oly spirit C Acts . 1, 2) . I t was j ust b ecaus e .Jesus pos-

s essed the holy spirit that his sacrificin~ his life was effectiv e 
I 

fo r securi ng to his followers eternal sal,·at i on. CHeb . 9, 14; o . f . 

9 ,12; 25- 28; 10,1, 12 , 14)' In I Peter, th e spirit is called the 

sp i rit of the Christ. This spirit t estifi ed thru the µ rophets of 

old of the sufferin~s of J esus and t h e fine benefits which wou ld 

hap? en a s a result of this suffering . CI Peter 1,11; c . f . Acts,16,7> 

Thes e are the only p assa.~ es conc erning themsel~ es with the effect of 

t h e holy s pirit on J esus. The others. deal wi th t h e spirit's effect 

on those who were belie\' ers in J esus . 

After t h e death and ascension, all b el i evers were endowed 

with t h e holy spirit as a o ermanent possession . Acco rding to 
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Acts . 2, 4, 33) , the spirit was p oured forth from hea \ en on J esus' 

f irst disciples on Penttcost . Other communicants receiv ed it as 

s oon as they p r ofess ed their beli ef in .Jesus as the Christ . CActs . 

2,38; 5,32; a, 15, 17; 10,43- 48; 11 , 16, 17; c . f. Gal. 3, 2, 5, 

14' 5, 5) • ldany times the Acts declare that it is thru the laying 

on of hands , either by an apostle or disciple that t h e spirit comes 

to !) eo?le • . CAc ts . B,15- 19; 9, 17; 19, 2- 6; c.f , Heb. 6, 2, 4)'. 

This im?li es that the spirit was transmitted from on e belie,· er to 

another. 

Th e function of the holy spirit in this grout> is v ery . , 
clos e to ? rophetic ecstacy of the Rua.ch in the older Biblical mean-

ing of inapiration . The Ruach is a power of God and Jesus is not 
~ 

needed to bear the spirit. Almost all the Biblical citations of 

ecstatic p r ophets hav e their Hew Testament par,allels . If anything, .. 
the emphasis on the ecstatic function of the spirit .,.is ev en more 

extreme than the Bible, and here the holy spi ri t ta ~ es on the meanin~ 

of b eing the cause of miraculous and unusual e\·ents. First the 

so i rit is the au thor of ~ roohecy, es?ecially in the meaning of pre

dictions which will be fulfilled in the future. J esus b eint?; the 

Messiah it was natural to recall the Prophetic messianic orophecies 
J • 

<I Peter 1,11; Rev . 19,10). T~ e holy soirit was t!1e activ e cause 

of ? roohecy and the individual effected was merely the mouthpiece 
.I 

of the spirit. <Acts 1,16; 4,25; 28,25; Heb . 3, 7; 10,15; II Pe~ 

1,21; c . f . Matt . 22,43; Mar : 12, 36) . In Lu e in the narrati>e 

of .lesus' infancy Eli~abeth, Zacharias and Simeon , who are endowed 

with the ho ly spirit, ma :e ;> rophecies of Jesus ' coming. <Lu .: e 1,41,67 ; 

2, 25, 26;) Agabus, thru the ?OWer of the holy spi r it , p rophesies 

a ~reat famine <Acts 21 ,ll ) Paul was told many times by the pro-

oh ets that i f he went into the Holy City) h e would be imprisoned~ (Acts 

20 , 23; 21 , 4 ) . In the apocalypse of John the prophetic message 
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comes thru the h oly spi r it i n a v ision (Rev . 1, 10; 4; 2 ; 17, 3; 

21 , 10 ) , which is str L :ingly simil a r to the v isions of Ez e d el. CE7.d . 

1 ' 3 i 3 ' 22; 8 ' 3 ; 1 1 ' 2 4) • Here the spirit S? ea:r s thru t h e p ro-

p h e t CReY. 2 , 7; 14, 13; c . f . 22, 17; ) and a lso carri e s h i m in t h e 

· isi on f rom p lac e to o lac e . 

The s econd cha"Oter of Ac ts d e\· elops the idea of s p ea<ing 
J 

with t oncsu e s , which i s so c l osel y assoc iated 'tf i t h t h e old idea of 

ecs t a cy . The author a s crib es th e activ ity of th e holy spiri t in 

t.h i s s ens e a s fulfillinct the p r o'Dhecy of .Jo e l ( 2,28> tha t i n the 
I 

l ast days God would o our out his spi r ! t on a l l flesh,an d th eir s ons 

and daughters should p r oph ecy . <Acts . 2,1 7, 18. ) With a ru sh i ng wi nd 

an d tongu~s li ~ e fi ret the spi r it c ame down on P ent f c os t and thos e 

., eop l e upon whom i t fell b egan to sp ea .~ with other tong u es a s tne 
.; 

holy s p i r it ~ rompted them. <Ac t s. 2 , 1- 4>. In 2, 11 of Acts t h e 

so ea : ing of ton gu es, i s the p ower to put in different l&ng uag es 

" the mi ghty wor :s of God." This is a rationaliz a tion of t h e ecstati c..., 

an d a s ubstitu t i on o~ natu r al and i ntellig en t mani £ esta tion s of th e 

s~irit ins t ead of the cl ear intent of the ol der idea, that of ma ~ ing 
./ 

t he messages of thos e ov ercome by ecstacy , un intelligibl e to ;i eo_? l e 

round a bout . We h av e an exacpl e of this proce ss of r a t i onal i z i ng , 
the acti~ ity of the holy spi r it in the w or ~ of Paul CI Cor . 14> 

where h e is g iv en the power to s o ea ~ in on e or mor e l ang uag es which 

were fo reign to him and in which h e h a d not b e en instructed . (c . f . 
~ 

.\cts . 10 , 44- 47 ; 19, 6 ) . T!iose who were under the ecsta tic influ-

enc e of the holy so irit where thot to b e drun : . <Acts 2, 13-15 . ) 
. "" 

Anothe r f unc tion of t h e holy spiri t~is to guide a.nd h elp 

th e b eliev er in the wor : of establishin~ on ea r th the , ing dom of God. 

Thu s Lu : e s ays that .lohn the Ba"Otist wor -.. ed t b ru t h e S? iri t and 

p ower of Eli.i ah . Th e holy spirit r;;av e t h e a? os tles the abil i ty to 
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b e witnesses of b elief in .Jesus in Jerusalem a.s well as in Judea 

and Samaria. (Acts 1, 8 c.f. I. Pet. 1, 12) The Apostles, when 

f ill ed with the holy spirit>boldly so o :e the word of God. CActs . 41 

8 , 31> . The sev en deacons were fil led with the holy zp irit; Ce.nd 

s o accomp lished their wor< (Acts 6, 3, 5>; Paul resisted t h e sor

cerer Elyma.s <Acts 13, 9); Barnabas urged the p eop le of Antioch to 

c l ea'll e to the Lord. (Acts 1 1, 23) • Paul tells the elders of Ephesus 

that they a.re ov ers eers of the church of God thru the ass istance of 
~ 

t b e holy s pirit <Acts 20, 28 >. 

The spirit guides ~en in g reat cris es of life. It mL~es 

Simeon g o to t h e templ e to see the inf ant .Tttsus ( Lu:-:e 2, 27>; it 

t ells Philf i p to .i oin t h e chariot of the eunuch (Acts 8 ,29> . In a 

miraculous way the sp irit catches him a.way when hi s wor :c is f i nished 
.I 

( Acts B, 39). - Peter is commanded by the spirit to ~o with the men 

s ent from Cornelius <Acts 10, 19; 11, 12). As missionaries Paul 

and Barnabas are guided by it CActs 13, 2, 4; 16, 6, 7). It ma :es 

Paul g o to J erusalem in spite of the _nowledge that h e will b e p erse-

~uted in ev ery city <Acts 20, 22, 23) The spirit ma : es the b eli ev-

ers rej oice in times of persecution a.nd distress <Ac ts t3 , 52; 

I Pet. 4, 14. c . f . Lu :e 10, 21; I Thess . 1, 6}. 

The third funct i on of t h e holy soiri t is the ? OWer of re" e-. .; 

l a tion an d of .:nowledg e of faith with which it endows a p erson. The 

:' i rst ~istle of .lohn teaches the beli ev er that he n as eternal lif e 
; 

t hru Jesus (I John s , 6-8; c.f. 5 , 11). · He :nows that God is in 

h im ,and that h e parta";es of the di v ine CI .Tohn 3, 24;• 4,'13;). The 

Holy Spirit is a witness to the belie,· er of .lesus ' resurrecti on 

( Acts 5, 32 ) . In a v i sion 
> 
the spirit shows Steph en h ee.v en (Acts,7, 

55) and t he sin of Ananias we.s knownto Peter thru the p ower of the 

so i ri t ( Acts s, 3) • Anania.s'attempt to deceiv e t h e spirit (Act s 5,~ 
' 

is an attempt to deceiv e nod. The J ews could not resist t h e wisdom 

and the spirit by which Stephen spo ~ e <Acts 6,10 c.f. 63 ) . fo r to 
.I 

r esist his message was the s a me as resisting t h e Holy Spirit <Acts . 7 SJ 
.I 
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Here then we ha• e rev iewed t h e ent i re p rimitiv e asp ect of the spirit 

on the meaning of ecstatic v isions in an ev en ~reate~ degree than in 

~~e Bible. Consiaerin~ that the New Tes t ament theology was designed 

larirely to attract the heathen, this p rimiti -.· e recourse to the func

tion of the holy soirit is rather mo re natural as a.n attractiv e m&-
- .> 

thod that at first seems warranted . 

We now come to t h e lar~est New Testament section, the 

Paulinian writings, which shows us in detail the tee.chin~ of this 

real founder of Christianity ~s to t ne meanin~ and function of the 

!Ioly Spirit. Paul emphasiz es the distinct Christian idea of t h e 

s~ i rit and lays ~reat stress on the transforming pow er which the , 
holy spi rit exerts on the memb ers of the church. He also develops 

core t horoly than any other New Testament autho~ the relation exist-

in~ between .Jes us and t h e spirit. To the Galatians ~au l says that 

God put t he so irit of his Son in their hearts, cryin~ Abba, Father 

(Gal . 4, 6 c .f. Rom . B, t5) and in his letter to the Philfippians 

?le t ells of his wish for a n ew p ortion of the spirit of .T esus . C?hil . 

1 ' 19) . He goes still further in Romans B, 9 and 10; he says Christ 
J 

thru the spirit enters into the believer. 
J 

He implies the same idea 

tJ rob ab ly by saying "the Lord is the s::>i rit" sp ea'.<ini;: of .Tesus C2 Cor. 

3 , 17> fo r here also this is the " s p i rit of the Lord" . For Paul, 

lesus has a~ter his resurrection a most exal t ed place, almost e~ual 

~ith God. The p ersonality of Jesus and the holy s pirit are prac-
-' 

tically indistinguishable fo r him. Jesus h as t he position of favor 

and of power at the ri~ht hand of God. (Rom. 8, 34J ~h. 1, 20; 

Col . 3, 1>. God has ~' alted him and ~i • en him a name superior to 
) 

all other names (Phil . 2 , 9 ) . By the resurrection he has been made 

the Son of God. CRom . 1, 4 ) . 

Paul ' s idea of the sp irit is al so t h e thin~ which b inds all 

Christians in a spiritual unity with .Tesus . The b el i ever dran . of 

t~ e one spirit and so thru this communion ceremony, all the individu
J 

als of the church bec ame an or~anism CI Cor . t2, 13; c . f . Eph. 4,4> 
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Ch r ist is t h e head of th e organism CI Cor. 1 1, 3; Epb. 4, 15, 16; 

Col . 1, 18). Christ an d the belie\l' er. are so clos ely united~tha.t t hey 

c an be called one s pi rit. CI . Co r . 6, 17) Paul p l eads that this 

sp iritual unity be ? r olonged (Phil. 1, 27; Epb. 4, 3;l b·ec a.use .... 

thru Jesus all b elievers b ec aus e t h -'T are a.s one s p irit come into -J • J 

communion with God the Fa.th e r . CEph . 2, 18 . ) But des? ite this ex-

t reme high pla.c e g i v en by Pa.u l t o .J esus a.s t h e right hand of God 

and the h ead of t h e g reat chu r ch org anism, still God is the sour ce 

of the spirit; be g a t e his holy s pirit a s a f ree gi ft to men. (Rom . 

s, 5 ; 2 Co r . 1, 22; s, 5; Gal . 3 , 5; 4, 6; Eph. 1, 17; 2 Ti:n. 

1 ' 7) • 

In Pa.ul 's p ros elytb:i~ a c ti ;· ity , we s ee his theology most 

caref u lly expressed, sinc e h e is t a.l •ing t o Gentil es who are not 

f amiliar wi t h t h e old Biblica l d ev elopment . Th erefore in ex plain ing 

t o thes e ? eop le t h e function of the spi rit, in t h e twelfth and four

t eenth chapters of I Corinthians , Pa.ul is v ery clear . He b e~ins with 

the holy s p i r it as t h e ~iv er of tne g ift of ton~ues whi ch was possib

ly the most tan~ ib le manifestation of i ts power and most easily ap-
< 

, :> rec i a ted by the pag an audi ence. Th e p erson enioyini;s this rt i f f of 

tongu es is clearly i n a sta t e of ecstacy a ccor ding to the narrativ e 
,J 

of the ab ov e mentioned cha.nters . What the ~ erson mumbl ed in his 

tran c&- li« e c ondition was unintellig ible not only to h i s bearers but ,, 
als o to hims elf . This s p ea :in~ of tonguesJ was not so much the c:: i v ing 

out o;' p rophetic messaa; es Du t th e o!'ferinll to God of p ray ers, songs 

and than t s g iving CI Co r . 14, 2 , 4, 14-l9) 7 in which s ervice t .1 e mi nd 

of man was inactiv e and pas~iv e . CI Co r. 14, 14-1 6 ) . In or der to 

interpret the ecs t a tic messai?;e, t h e pres enc e of some other p erson, 

with t h e ~ossession of t h e s p irit wa s required CI Co r . 12 , 10 c . f . 

14 7 28) . The fore~oin~ recalls Yi v idly t h e ery p rimitiv e Biblical 

us e as in I Sam. 1 o, 6, 1 O; I . S am. 19, 20 , 23 . ) 

Out of t he idea of ecstacy , comes the Paulinian idea of 

the soi r it bei~ res o onsfole fo r the .z ift of ~ roph ecy . 
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co•i>r~ '-c.""'~ 
?aul has a. ~ery ual~•i4es conception of the p rophetic ac-

tivity, unli"a all the other New Testament writers. Prophecy is f or 

him t h e deli~ery of any message of God to man . The gift of p rophecy 
) 

is more desirable than the ~ift of tongues <I Cor. 14, 1-5); but 

ootb functions should b e cultivated CI Cor. 14; 1-3>, because both 

were caused by t h e same div ine spirit CI. Cor. 12, 9, 11) . The 

Tbessalonie.ns are warned not to quench the holy spirit and desp iae 
J 

o roohecy CI Thess . s , 19) . The Corinthians seem to hav e gone to ex-

c ess in this resp ect since ¥ a.ul warns them that the sp irits are con-
.I 

t rolled by the p rop hets CI Cor. 14 , 32) . The author of II Thessa-

lonians 
1
tell s the p eop l e not t o regaru too strongly what a ? roph et 

says ( tI Thess. 2, 2> . There are false p rophets and true p rophet:!. 

but only ":.he latter a.re endowed with the spirit of God. (.John 4, 1-3 

6 ) . P eopl e must diff erentiate beb1een t h e two.,and the power t o do 

t his is giv en t h em by the spirit. (I Cor . 12, to) . · 

Another activ ity of t h e spirit is the i;z:ift to w or; ~ miraol es 
J 

The miracle power of .Jesus < Lu ~ e 4, 14; Acts 1 o, 38) was p:hen in a 

r.i or e 1 imi ted way to bis discip les . Paul cons i d ers t h e FJ OWer to o er-

f orm oiracles a s a distinct gift of the holy s pirit <I Cor. 12, 9 ,10 ; 
~ 

cf . Gal . 3 , 5; Rom. 15, 19; I . Thess . 1, 5) . This dimin'J't i on of 

~ ower from Jesus to his discipl esJ is paral leled by Moses and the 70 

elders who were en dowed by t h e spirit. 

We now leav e t h e ol d e r Biblical i d ea of ecstacy and see the 
J 

aop lic ation in the Hew Testament teachin~s of Paul of the hi~her 

p roph etic acthi ty a s dev eloi.i ed tJy t h e p roph ets during the Babylonian 
.> 

c ap ti vity and later. In this sense, Paul thin : s of the holy s pi r it 

as Q; i v in~ wis dom an d insight to t h e u eliev er, esp ecially the div ine 

nowle~e of the ~ l an of sal• a tion. (II Isaie..h ) Paul elaborates 

this tbot already spo : en of b y J esus in the 11:osp el of John . Paul 
~ 

b uilds on the philosophic iroolioation as set forth in the Ap ocrjpha, 

tn e s;:> irit as wisdom. Thu s the word of wisdom and .nowled.ge are the 
.J 

J ifts of the holy spi rit. <I Cor . 12 , B> . To the Corintaians Paul 
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d eclares that he did not come to teach tnem worldly wisdom but to .. 
d er.ionstrate to them the power of the divine spirit • . {I Cor. :~, 4; 

cf . 2, 1-6). The spi rit of man <nows the things p ertaining to the 

nume.n but the spirit of God a.lone <nows the things p ertaining to God . 
j 

( I Cor . 2, 11, 12). a strL: i ng pare.phrase of the Biblical stLying 

"The s ecret t hina:s b elong to God, but the rev ealed things b elon~ to 

u s and our children forever." This spiritual insight into div ine 

truth is only ~i ~ en to t hos e who p oss ess the spirit and hav e b een 
J 

transformed and re~enerated by it. CI Cor . 2, 10-14)' . The up irit 

~eacbes the believ er that he is a Son of God CRom . a, 15 and 16; 

Gal . 4, 6 ; 2 Tim . 1, 7) . Thru the spiri t ... t h e love of God is i n the 

heart (Rom. s, 5) . The poss ession of the spirit ma-c es c ertnin r&-... 
conciliation with God, as well as insures c omp lete future s alvation. 

<H Cor . 1, 22; s, 5; ~h. 1, 14; 4, 30; Rom. 6, 9; Gal. ~;, 5 . 

c f . I John 3, 24; 4, 13> . Here ag ain we see the app licaticm of the 

stra iqht Biblical and apocryphal ideas of the function of im1piration _, 
a s an intellectual spiritual insight . · 

The last function which Paul ascrib es to t h e holy srpiri t is .. 
t~e hi~hest Biblical develop ment of tne idea of inspiration , namely , 

tne p ower to t ransform a.nd sancti fy man by his moral charactur and 

conduct. The spirit is h ere a dynamic ethical force much in t h e same .. 
s ense e.s II Isaiah uses it to connote moral re~ eneration, e.lt:bo here 

i n t h e New Testament.,, the emp hasis is naturally laid on indb-i dual 

ra~her than national salvation . 

The ethical v iew of tile spirit exists e.s well a s t iH older 
J ..I 

primitiYe ec static , miracle wor": ing p ower (I Cor. 12, 3t) . Th e 

s~ irit cannot dwell in an i~moral can CI Cor . 3, 16; 6, t7, t9 . 

cf . Ps . 51, 11; Isa. 63, 10, 11; ~h. 4,30; Heb . 10 , 29> . and it 

c annot assist in any unethical conduct . ( J a s . 4, 5; Jude 19). 

Paul, lLa the o rophetsJ and the teaching of Jesus-' uses t he 

fi~ure of birth to i~p ly spiritual re-b irth . This is also accomplish

ed by the di 1 ine spirit . This l i f e- g i v ini:t function is e.t t il e v ery 
,; 
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heart of di v ine re,· elation and is r efe:rred to \ ery often <Rom. 8,2, 

6 , 11 ; 2 Cor. 3, 3, 6, 8; '1al. 5 , 25 ) . The spirit is a sanctify-

in~ influenc e in the char acter of the lo eliev er <Rom . 15, 16; ! Cor. 

6, 11; 3, 16; I Th e ss . 4, 8 ; 2 Thess . 2 , 13; Titus 3 , 5; . I Peter 

1' 2 . ) At the end of life the divine spi ri t changes the human body 

i nto one a dapted to its hea~ enly home . <Rom. 8 , 11, 23) . The spirit 

h elps man to p ray . C~h. 6, 18; Jude 20 ) . The spi r it i nstructs 

man when he is a t t h e end of his own de~ ices and is not certa in what _, 
c our s e to p urs ue CRom. 8, 26, 27 . ) On this account the fellowship 

of the spi r it i s always cons tant . <H Cor. 13, 13; Phil . 2 , 1; 

2 Tim . 1, 14; ~h . 6, 18) . Tr ue worship is made possibl e only thru 

t he p res ence of the spirit. (Phil . 2, 3; ~h. 5 , 18) . Th e r eviving 

e.nd changin~ of man ' s moral and reli~ious nature is c onditional on 

his b eli ef in .Jesus . <Gal . 3 7 2 7 S , 14; 5 , 5 ; ) but if this f aith is 

p resent in a man, the spirit ooerates dynamically and inc reases and 

d eep ens the reli~ious consciousness o~ t h e indiv idua l , CI Cor . 12,9; 

II Cor. 4, 13; Gal. 5, 22). The holy spirit also dev elops in ~an 

ri~hteousness , h op e, love , .i oy, p eac e, long-suffering, . indness, 

• oodness, mee .n ess and self contr ol , in f a ct all the v irtues that are 

n otic eable in man . <Rom. 14, 17; 15, 13 7 30; 8 , 6 ; II Cor. 6, 6; 

rral. s, 22; Col . 1, B; II Tim . 1, 7 > . Sinc e the b el ie\ er has b een 

t ransformed hi s conduct in life shoul d tie contr olled an d directed oy 
....> 

\.o e spirit. <G a l . 5 , 25; Rom . 8 7 4, s, 14; c f . I Cor . 7, 40 ) . 

I:' a man is gov ern ed by this holy spi ri t , he wil l b e ab le to control 

h i s passions (Gal . 5 , 16, 17; Rom . a, 4, 5, 9, 13> . He will a lso 

b e atiov e t h e law since he is under t h Ei sway of t h e di 'll i ne inner l aw 
j 

( Gal . s, 18 f 3 , 3) . Thi s is becaus e he ser ves God no longer under 

tne old .Jewisn les:talism but a s a direc:t s ervant of God . <Ron: . 7,6) • 
../ 

1t f ollows f r om this tha t h e h a s i;!;h· en up t h e Mosaic circumcision 
,; 

an d has c ircumci~ ed his heart . <Rom. 2 , 29 ; cf . II Cor. 3 , 3, 6 ) . 

By so ob eying the di vine Spirit in lif'e and p ermittini;: it to dominate 
,I 
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his actions, the believer will secure eternal life. C Gal. 6, 8) • 

Thus t h e word pneuma has a ~reat ethical significance. · It is 

all one spi r it of God, tho p articip ated in by many p eop le, at the 

h ead of' whom is Jesus . So !>aul in nis letter to the Corinthians 

<I Cor. 12, 3-13) says that the peop le share in t~e one holy spirit ,, 
of God. This was neces s azy to oppose the bar1 aric Galatians of 

tb eir idea o~ d emons . (! . Cor . 12, 2) . · There is here , despite the 

hi~h ethical charac ter of the function of Pneuma as underl y ing the 

t eachings of Jesu~ ana Paul and being the basis fo r the.idea! Y 

Christian church, a quant~tative note of p rophecy, ~cin to t.be 

idea of quantft.ative disp ensation of t h e s pirit by Eli.i a h, or if we 

c on s ider it hi~her t h an this stage, t n en as on a par with the 

II Isaianic p rophecies where the wh ole nation is the senrant of God, 

s haring in t h e rev elation and inspiration of the dh· i n e S? irit. All 

t hru we seem to ha.v e in tne New Testament an a \ oidance_,similar to 

the Bible, of ma~ i ru;: the spirit a p ersonality o r entity distinct f rom 

God. The one possible ex cep tion in this resp ect in the New Testament 
' 

is in the formula of baptism (Matt. 28, 19). Here t h e t h ree,(God,> 

Father, Son, and Holy S p irit seem to be distinct. Yet, an argument 

a~ainst considerin~ thi s as an ex ampl e of di stinct p ersonality is 

t he thot, exp ressed and analys ed earlier in this chapter that the 

t rue communicant of the church has t h e hol y spirit as a p ermanent 

~ ossession . I f t his is s o, t h en e v en this f ormula would not i mp ly 

c onclusively that the spirit is distinct f rom God. Aside f r om this 

o oint of poss i b le eAcep tion , the tendency of the use of pneuma as 

noly spiritJ is only following and ex emplifying t h e p rev ious stag es 

of Biblical usar;'{ e an i d e v elopm ent . But much of th·e early Bi'Q lical 
. . «~-

material "hich the p; enius of .Tudat sm discarded in its ~-~thropo-
> 

morp hi z ation of God, h as i.. een readopted and re- emphasi?. ed in conse-

qu ence of the Jesus- sonship which is t h e anthrooomorphic link , along 

with t i1e S!>iri t its elf < in v isions and ecstati c stat es>, between God 

an d man . 
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We now turn to the p rophetic usa.ge of pneuma. as the spirit 

of man, which as one of t h e early uses of Ruach came direct as a 
/ 

meaning for Pneuma, by its use among the Hellenistic Jews . Anger, 

so ? rominent in this classification in Biole and Apocrypha, is 

a.host entirely absent in the New Testament (.John II, 33; Acts . 17, 

16) . J esus says to his discipl es that ''the sp i r it is willing but 

th e fl esh is we~~ . " <Matt. 26, 41; Me.r., 14, 38). The gospel of 

!l!ar'.t relates that he sighed in his spirit ( 8, 12) . and John says 
.) 

'.:le g roaned in sp i rit and ltas troubl ed. ( .J obn ll, 33; 13, 21} . 

Paul says of his spirit or th e spi rit of Titus that it is refreshed 

when he bee.r s g ood news of his churches . CI Cor. 16, 18; II Cor. 2, 

13; 7, 13; c f . 7, 5; and Philem 20, 7>. · His spirit was aroused 

to anger when he saw the city full o:' idols (Acts 17, 16). Apollos 
' 

was f ervent in spirit (Acts 18, 25) and Paul urges the church at 

Rome to be f erv ent in spirit in their worship of the Lord • . <Rom. 12, 

11) . Paul calls God to witness ho•ceaselessly he has orayed fo r 

tnem. (Rom. 1, 9; cf. Acts 26, 7; Rom. 7, 25; II Tim. 1, 3 ) . 

We hav e several instances of t h e spirit of man as humility 

duplicating the older usage . Paul e.s .~s the Corinthians if he should 
I 

come to them in love an d a spirit of mee •n ess ( I Cor. 4, 21>. He 

tells the Galat ians to help a.n errin;z: b r other in a spiri t of mee..:-

ness . (Gal . 6, 1> . In Peter I . the writer ur~es tne believers to 

have a mee.:t and quiet spirit <I Pet. 3, 4]1. and a beatitude has .Jesus 

say "Bless ed are the poor in spirit". (Matt . s, 3) . 

We now come to functions of t h e spirit of man as the seat 

of thots, plans, and mind or will in t n e s ame sens e as the Eltilic 

? eriod of the Biblical literature orig inated t h e i dea . The spirit of 

oan is the s eat of s elf- consciousness and <nowledge of self (I Cor. 
"' ......... 

2, 11) . I t may b e a derivati ve from the Gree->: V O l.J ~ , especially 

i n the .i oinina; of such phras es as "the sp irit of the Lord" and "the 

mind of the Lord" <I Cor. 2, 14 with?, 16 and Rom. 11, 34 . ) 
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The spirit of God testifies with our spirit that we are children of 
.) 

r. od, according to Romans CB, 16> where a simi lar idea of int• ll9Ct 

s eems to be implied. 

se~ eral passages ba~ e th e s tatement of man's dual ma~eup, 

~ s p i r it and a body. Pe.ul says to his followers_, h e is with them in 

s?i r it or tbot, tho abs ent in b ody . CI . Cor. 5, 3 , 4; Col . 2, 5) . · 

A true b eliever must be pure in b ody and soirit CI Cor . 7, 34; 
,I 

II Cor. 7, 1). He is to put off the old man and b e re~ enerated in , 
b e s p i rit of his mind (~h. 4, 23 ; cf . Rom. 12, 2; II Cor . 4 1 16; 

Col . 3 , 10) . The body i s dead tbru s in but t h e spirit is aliv e 

o ecause of the uprightness it has . <Rom. a, 10) . J esus is said to 

b e righteous in spirit. <I Tim . 3, 16) . Paul c los es bis l etters 

wi th the words "Th e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spi r 

it, b r ethern", (Gal . 6, 18; Phil. 4,23; II Ti111 . 4, 22; Philem 25. 

Paul seems to imply a psychol ogical connotati on in trying to describ e 

what h e calls "the inner man" . ( Rom . 1, 22; II Cor . 4, 16; ~h. 3 , 

16) and" the new man" • C ~h. 4, 24;- Col . 3, 1 Q) . The child 

J esus g rew an d wax ed strong in spirit ac cordin~ to Lu · e ( 1, 8 0; 2 , 40 ' 
• ,j 

1.~e.ry r e.i o i c e d in spirit CLu ..: e 1, 47) . In Mar . , .J esus understood in 

his spirit,what the scribes were discussin~ <Mar { 2 , 8; 5,30; 

Lu A:: e 5, 22. .John 6, 61 ) . 

From the prec eding material, in which we have considered 

t~e divine spirit of God an d of man, thus f ar we hav e h~d exampl es 

i llustrativ e of Bib le \lsage . Now we are to consi 1er ~s tne conclud-

ing material of the New Test8..lll ent, thre e fun ctions of the di v ine 

S'Ji rit of God and of man, whic h are not to b e foun d in the Bibl e. 

This is the con c ep tion of unembodied div ine spiri ts or disemoodied _, 

hu man spi rits . Whil e tend encies aloniz this line hav e u een indicated 

in the Bible, still there is no cl ear p roof from e.ny old t estament 

ref erence, tha t could o e cited as t h e basis f or a b el i ef in tae sp irit 
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o~ rroa or man as personified. The authors of the Bible studiously 

a' oi ded giving the spirit of God any such function as we hav e here 

in tne new Testament. 

Let us consi der the UsfU!e of the New Testament in this 

reso ect. First we hav e the idea of spirit beings existing without 
J 

a physical body. The ang els are ministering spirits CHeb . 1,14 ; ). 

The A~ocalypse s~ea : s of spirits wilo stand before the throne <Rev . 

1 , 4; • 3, 1 ; A, 5; 5 1 6) • Paul describing .Jesus in Romans c 1,3,4 
v 

s ays he is a son of David according to his human re lation but a son 
J 

of God with the p ower of the spirit of holiness because of his 

resurrection . · God is a spi:d t probably in the sense that he is not 

corporeal . (John 4, 24> . 

Second we hav e demons or ev il spirits non-embodied, wno 

hav ing no bodies of their own, in.u1.bit the b odies of men . Many 

re~erences to demons in. the synoptic gospels and Acts imply tnat ... 
tnese cause physical or mental dis ease. (Matt . 8 1 16; 10, 1; 12,43 : 

45; Mar ..c, 1, 23 , 26, 27; 3,11, 30; S, 2, a, 13 ; 6, 7; 7, 25; 

9 , 17' 20, 25; La..: e 4, 33, 36; 6, 18; 7, 21; 8, 2, 29; 9, 39, 

42; 10, 20; 11, 24, 26 ; 13, tt; 

19, 12, 15, 16; Rev . 16, 13 a.nd 14; 

Acts. s, 16; 

18, 2.) 

a, 7; l 6, 16$ 18: 

Paul uses the spirit in the sense of a "spirit of the world, meaning 

tnat the evil spirits i nfluence the moral character of t h e ? • ople 

they attac .;: . So the Gentiles wal <ed in the way of t his world, ac-

cording to the prince of t h e p ower of the air, of the spirit that 

caus es disob edience in the children . '( Eph. 2, 2). Re says to his 

convertsJthat they have not received the spirit of the world <I Cor . 

2, 12;> nor the spirit of slav ery (Rom . 8, 15 ; ) nor the spirit of 

~earful lness (2 Ti m. 1, 70 ) . The fals e µ ro~hets are dominated by 

e·r il sp irits . (I .John 4, 1, 3 , 6; c£. I Cor. 12, 10) . We seem to 

ba·.·e undefined but dis embodi ed spirits in Lu'.a (24, 37 , 39; Acts • 
.J 

2 3, a, 9) tho this is not certain . 
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Finally we come to the thot of disembodied hw:aan spiri ts, 

which is a r are usage in the New Testament . Pneuma in this usa.g e 

is synonymous wi th if u x ~ The writer of I Peter sp ea·-:s of 

sr- irits in p r ison to whom .J esus came in spirit to p reach the gospel. 
J 

c I Pet . 3 , ta , t9; 4, 6. J The souls of t h e dead are sp irits i n 

' ~ne s ens e of the Oree . idea of the Shades wandering in Hades . Thus 

Lu . e thin,,:s of tne spi r it g oinp: out of t he body CI.u ~ e a, 55 , 23, 46; 

Acts 7, 59) . Thus we s ee this u s e is uncommon, tho the presence of 

tnese f ew ref erences shows the idea of such a conception of the 

~unction of Ruach . 

To summar i ?. e our New Testament we find \· ery little n ew in 
j 

t h e application of the New Testament Th eology of rev el ation and 

i nsp i ration as built on the older evolution . We note the sur vival 

of many tendencies which the Bi b l e disc arded as µ r imitiv !. or out,.. 

- rew and substituted higher notions f or thos e outgr own . . "lie do note 
J 

one new t enden cy in the New Testament, namely , the p erson ification 

of the spirit in the Trinity, and as Demons , human shades, ~nd div ine 

anic:: elic b eings . In oth er resp ects the New Testament, li . e the 

Ao ocrypha l litera ture, shows the complete inf luenc e of the old er 

B i~l ical usa~e in its us e of Pneuma f or Ruach . 
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- -CHAPTER X- --------
- - CONCLUSION- -

We ha• e trac ed t he meaning and funct!on of Ru a cn thru the 

Eibl e, A? ocryphal Literature and New Tes 't.amen't. . We aav e analyz ed 

"t.n e >ar ious 011.ssag es in which Ru a ch anci ?neullla occurred and we hav e 
. J 

n o t..ed that inspi ra tion and re\ elation h a v e ~one thru a 't.r e~ endous 

5e"" elo? :::ent in to e Bibl e . The Apocry!Jha l Literatu re and the New 

: est..a ment na-. e 11. dc e ci l i 't'tl e 't.o toe older icieas a s e-;ol ·. ed by the 

: . r opi:i. e 't.s and s~ es o:' Is rae l . 

F rom t!:le ·. ery outse t tn e t e rm Ru a.en had t wo well- o e~ine..: , 
~ea.nings , that of wind and that.. of s p i rit . It was consid ered 

:':~~in~ 't.o consi 5 er al l tbe ~ater i a l in ea~h ~ er!~d un d er ~n i ~ du a l 

· : er:> c int o~ wino 11.no spir i ~ . 

Th e Biblic a l Litera~ure was cor. sidere tl i n !'our p er iods , 

ee~~ o= ~nic~ con 't.r i~ut ed i't.s ~o~ 't. ent to ~ae co~pl e~eci iciea o f t..n e 

~ ea~ing a::: d :'unctio~ o= t h e Ru a.ch . We saw ~.he p :- i c.: t b e r:. e~inn:n.:o s 

Tr.e s ec oi:::c 

~ er! oc C.es~rfo e:: the c on:'li c t. t. e t , ·een T.!:e p reiiterar7 ~ ropo e~ ::: u ::cier 

-.:: e sc.ell o= ec stacy a.n :i T..il e li 't.era17 .(. :-or-:i e ts wit..i: t.l-.eir ici e a ? :' . ~ 

=~'t:..-:;ne.: S?irit..:.i el q·.i e. l i't!es a s ess enc.ie.i :'o r -:..:; e -.rJ e r. r -:ir..eet . J!'.:e 

- : re. r:.. es ~a ~!le 1: l o":.;;ir;~ :r:~ o:' -:.:i e i :i e a o:' ecs ~e.ti:: ins?i ra~ion 
~ 

:~:.= -:.:O e :' o•J:l:ia~: ')n :'-:J r 'l.::: e '! !"eat.. oe .. elop~er;-. c :' -:.ne c r or; !':e-::-:: 2icie 



(80 >· 

Chap . X- - Conclusion- -

In the apocryphal we noted no new adv ance, merely an ex- -. 
emp lifica.tion of the Biblical usa~e of Ruach both in the s ense of 

wind and b reath and in the s ense of the spirit of God and man . 

The great mass of New Testament citations lik ewised showed 

no ad · a.n c e ov er the Bib lical idea of i~~pira.tion. In many insta.no-

es the New Testament, due to its need to adapt itself to carry its 

~i3sion to pagan nations, re- emo~asi7. ed mu ch of t h e older ecstati c , 

miracl e wor~ing content of inspi r at ion which t he Bibl e had cast away . 

On toe other hand the New Testament fo llowed lar~ ely in the footst eps 

of the Bible and adopted its t heology at. least as !"ar as re,•ela.tion 

and inspiration a.re concerned, to fit the Biblical usage . The New 

Tes tament in this way dre• \ ery heavily on the hiQ;h Bi blical develop-.... 
ment of the ex ilic and •~pressed much of its high ethical teaching 

ender the same g eneral categories as tbe Biblical authors had in 

mi nd when they used Ruach . 

The one n ew e l ement in the New Testamen~ is the )'.'J ersonifi

: ation of the spi rit , b ot.h in the trini ty and in the conce~tion of 

di sQlllbodi ed human and di vine spirits . Howe> er necessary this may 

na·, e o een f or Christi an theoloO?;y, is how ev er not an advance but 

rather retrog, ression from the Biblic a l and Apocryphal standard . For 

i~ was j ust the t bot of pers onifi cation of t he spirit which emuare.ss-
J 

es t he pu rity of the God conc eption that Judaism thru the Bi b l ical 
.; .... 

PUtno r s a\ oided, tho t h ey were unconsciously on the \ erge of ? erson-
" 

i~;in~ the spirit many times . 

In a b road way, we may say ,tha t tne point where t he New 

Te3tament usage of th e func t ion of t oe spirit di ~ er~ es f rom that of 

·.h e Jewish v iew , as e~:n res s ed in the Bible and Apocryphal Literatu re, 

~~s du e to the f act, that Christiani ty had t o deal wit~ pagan peo-

cl es ~ whose idea of i ns pirati on was much more !"l rimi tiv e than thos e 

o:' :.he Jews, whos e tbot about inspiration and re•. elation had Je.s we 
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::e.·· e !J ointed out , cr on e tnru sue!!. a lon~ and --e.ri ed • 'rolution . 

This th en su~~ari z e3 t~e ~ i ew s o ~ inspiration whic h a r e 

:. a l d 'oy tile r:co't.!l er e.nci d aull!iter :'aith; 't.i:is is li:<ewis e a.n accurat e 

;;o ;.a::.dpoint froi:: w!iere ll"e ::a.n •: i ell" the O?? osini; tendenci es of Juda

-"- a.nd Ch r istiani ty !'rom t!t e clos e o~ tne Hew Tes't.aa: ent ev en up to 

;.::e ~ resent day . Th es e tencienci es a re dir ectly t r ac eaol e to the 

ari ous conc ep't.:ons o:' insp iration ~h : cn began so long ~o in the 

9ar l y Biblical Literature . 
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