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PRmPAC! 

No one appreo1at.ea •~re than the author, the 

reaponaiblllttea 1.nouabent upon ~ Rabbi ot to-da1. He at.ands 

bet .. en tb.e 014 and tha lift. ?here &iat bUrn within hi• all tbe 

yearning, all the uplrat1on, all tbe aooa.pll•bMnt, all the 

urt.)Tdoa ot bl• peopa; there m&.9t 1io. •1th1n bla u a cont inuoua 

tire, tbe proal•• ot tbe future. Be is a link in the moat glorious 

tr9.d1t1on ot the centu.rl••· He aut atand wlth one band oluped 

lovingly about th• pa8t. •bile tbe ot.ber, bearing Ute light or his 

taith, blaAa a ••1 tnt.o tbe tutu.re. 

But it la a aaored obllptlon. 

Bl• 1a a wondroue privilege. 

tt 1• t.bere1'ore with trepldatloo tbat l otter these 

i-ge• u a tbe•l• tor graduation u Rabbi. I canno~ but express 

my senae ot tbelr 10&dequao7, ot tbetr 1noampletenesa, of their 

l&ok ot aobol&Nhlp, cd> or1glnall t1 an4 real aer1 t. That ao 

buable an ettort abould be the • ... ...,.. wbiob opens the door to 

tbe goal, I C&llDOt a1noel'elJ aak. 

I otter thml, t"ather, tbe aptr1t than the letter; a 
raaotn.ated 

mind by tbs olraole or m7 people, that deeply •l•~ea to identity 

1t.aelf •itb Iara.el'• conUnued preae,....atio11 and !arael 'a spirit-.ial 

conquest; a heart, •h1cb, l'eapom11n& wtt.h love to the faith of 

the tat. ·~eN, and to th.- call ot hu:iantt,., can find its rul leet 

and finest ~!!!>N••ion 1n laboring 1n tbe vineyard of God . 

Kay tbe love tnat till• .. for mJ taitb and my G~~; 

aay the humilt t 1 t~at omaea over ma &~ I ~ealise the greatness 

ot ~1 privilege; the thankf'ulneea tbat ! am glven tbis opportunity 

t o strive f or the good, the noble , the 

appr oximate the ideal that I have set 
i n the balance. 

pure; and ths hi&h resolveto 
~, 

before,_ may these be placed , 
t.: . S . L., April, 1914. 



3. 

P'OIDftORD • 

Because of the oondition or t he Talmud texts , wh i ch 

frequently were contusing, e~n.tlictina and at times obscure, 

I have baaed this tranalation upon tbe text of Ta1rr0gl, who, 

atter examination ot 121any Talmud tut.a and extant manus cripts, 

published bis reconatruotlon or the original. It bad been 

my wiab to procure a a-eoond COPJ or tbe Tawrog1 ~1 tion, that 

I might include tba Hebrew text in th!• theaia, thereby 

tac1l1t.atlng it• review; boweYer, the work is not easily 

procured Md tbe time wu too abort t o obtain 1 t befo re the 

date set f or pJ"esentation of tbeaea. 



'?awrog!: -

Kohler: -

Zunz: -

Der tal~. Tractat ~ereoh ~rez Sutt a 

~ya . Tneol. 

ltthles of the Talmud. (pub . Am. Re brew ) 

Tb~ ~thlcal Basia o! Judaism. 

Gottead . Vor. pp. 110-112 

Winter & Trftneobo:- Vol. 1 

Jl!nr. Kncyc. 

Weiss: - Oesch . d. Jud. Trad . II p . 22 

~ . Goldberg ' - ner. Tal . '?rac . ~. K. R. 

s . Krause:- Revue d. Btu.dee Juives (1898) 

Scbeobter:- Aspects Rabbinic Theolo&Y 

4 . 



5 . 

I. Ha.me. 

I n the group known as the . -, v I. L r. , r.he 

''smaller treat !see' of the Talmud, tbere occur~ one cal led 

Dore ch rets. This usual ly bas three divisions :-

1. 1~ '"\ l "'l," - ""\, Deraeh Brets Rab bah , 

2. .J"'' £: ' '~ 
..... ~ De re eh gl"et8 Zuta, and 

\ I 
3 . ~)..., tl)i' ( "' 9 Perek ha-4halem. 

As the division signifies, they are three dlfferen~ ~orks. The 

second will be tbe subject or our study . 

The term Dereoh ~rets (the way of the ~orld ) is a genera! 

designation in rabbinical l iterature for ethics, behavior towarda 

ones f ellows • • • •and comprises among otbor thing& etiquette, 

that ls, good breeding, dignified behavior, aa'lbanltr., politeness. " 1 

Derech Rrets (Zut.a ) la t herefor e a ver y suita ble n'-!Ile ~or t.he 

miscellaneous collection ot eUlioal regulations and Miles o~ c onduct, 

which form the substance of the tractate . 

N1tturally the terms large am small, b rin& 

a Cllmparison. Indeed tho rola t i on of the one t o t he o~her 

subject o~ much difference or opinior..2 

l.:. Jew. Rnc yc . Vol . 5, p . 529 . -z ; 1 I 

~ . "The name is misleading . The " <'rd Z;,ita 
woul~ seem to indicate t.hst it is a shor t er 
version of the trea tise n. ~ . R. , wh ich ! s n~t 

t.o mi nd 

is the 

Jew. R. •oyc. 
Vo l . 4 , ."'• 
528. the case • Rasch! knows it under th is na:::&, ca ll! ns 

it J." a!: s eket n. !': . (Ber. 4&), and t r e Tosaf tst.s 
call 1t. •Hilkot n. R. ' (Bek. 44b) The dusi,!­
nati~~ Zuta is probably lat.er in o rigin . • 

Tau rogi Oer . 
Tlll:::. Tr. 
1. ~ . z. 

pa~e 3 , note 4 • . i.h~ name Zuta was pr obably 
t 1J dis t i"lQli sh it f t' l)m ') . ~ . ~ · and bet hink!> z . 
l at.e!' . He t oo quotes Bek . 44 ar.d Se r . 43 ( surra ~ 
A ·~ so vther i;~mes hy v:h i ch our trea tise was 
;mowr : "Kis h M " 'T'a r e de!' e i.:11ah u, e . lf. ; (Ov er ) 



6. 

Aalde rrom the question or date , tte general conclusion, 

bowever, appe&rc to be that the name zuta was adopted t o 

d1•t1ngu1ab it tran the longer treatise. 

2: ( Cont• d) : -

Z'unz: 

•Mtaobnatb D. g . s.• 
1879, p. 9. 

Tanje labth 1 Rd . Wonaoban 

Called by Raacbt A. Boraitho in 
(above ct~ed) by exteting name . 

Ci tea also those mentioned by Taurogi, and 
concludes: •therefore, the design.at' ~~ 'Zutta' 
so like the dea1gnatlon Rabbab, i n relation to 
the first part 1• of youmger origin; zutta 
appeartt considerablJ 1ounger and aotual iy made '.i.se >f 
Aboth,tb9 T. ~!Aobeth . tbe Aboth ~ . R. Nathan 1 

the fil . bet ore tMf beech ta t>. B. 



CONTB'NTS: 

'Crn!er this head , we shall •U scur>s, f irst , the various 

di~is1oua or origjnal parts into whi~t the tractate naturally 

fal l s, and whi ob on the whole are agreed upon by the schol ars, 

and ~ond, its ma terials or subject matter • 

Di visions; - .&n excination or the original manuscripts 

Uld fzoagmer.~ •. bas shown thAt t here are three well-detined 

ge r.e rel aeot.lona lnto wbiob tbe tractate u1 naturally be 

d ivi ded, e. g., l. - I-IV 2 . V-VII I 3 , 1xl 

l. Contents. 

Jew . Rn. 
divisions : 

l . Talmud ~dit.lona give the treat i se 9 sec t1 J ns. 
-r-pera~m) t o which the sec t ion on Peace 

Vol. IV, 
pa ge 38. 

(perek hsdbal hs added aa a supplement . 

2. The Halakot OedaloUl ( Tfd . Rildeaheimer 
pp. s ••-652) gi'Yes another vere ion. Here 
the same material la in two parts: 

( l ) D. R. K.- corres.Sect l~ns V-VII I, and 
(2) D. B. R. - • SeotlOIUI I- IV and IX. 

Two manusoript co~1•• with this division in 
the Bodleian (Noa. l2C, 380 Newbaue rs catalogue ) . 

3 . Mahzor Vltr~ (Bd. Bomitz pp . 721 -723 ) 
~ t o the first 'art~th and whole of 

ninth seotion, are t ound under t he titl e 
"R1l1'ot Dar lcon ahel Talmlde Bakam1111." It is 
noteworthy that in Talmud KcUtlon, Sections 
IV-VIII a!'8 marked as bavi~g been taken from 
t he Iii. V • 

Ta\arogi 
<U.Yis_.!_onl!..: f rom the c los ing ~ords of IV ~ one would 

i nter that I - IV are one ~ook which ends there. 
But this cannot be t or 1n me.ii~ placeR 
expressions are either repeated or are contrary. 
Likewise the passages wt th whicti o&e- croses 
have no connect ion w1 th the res+, of it , and 
appear t o be later add i t i on . 

PP. I I & 
III 

V-VIII . •L V. only l a t.er flecame a t tached t o 
tractate as t he sec ond part , a s the edition 
Fre.nkrurt, 1699 , hadn't t hes e f our chapters . 

( Over 



a. 

In general it t r eats of everyth i n g fr om t h& p roper 

behavi or 01' the acbolar, I and V, t o the t h ings which mark the clod, 

VI I. Nllturally between tbese extremes wil.l be f ound rul es of 

cond~ot for tbe individual e.nd for the atu~ent, general rules o f 

e t hics and maxima to govern psrt i cular oco1U1ions . Zunz think• 

that it was meant ch iefly u regulation fOJ' the ethical and 

~·eUgtous life f or the aoboola of tbe aagen. Ris remark is often 

quoted: •Tne D. E. z. which is meant to ~t a mirror for scholars, 

is f ull of h i gb moral teachi ng& and pithy ,,orldly wisdom , wh ich 

pb1 l:>s opbers of to-day may yet study t o ad·vantages. • Ac cording to 

Winter a nd Wftnache, Vol. 1 , p. 63•, it ae•na t o have been used in 

the regular services • • its t)breaeology la popular s o that . it 
I f I 

could be recocmended as the baaia for lect·11ree for Sabbath mnrn' ? gs. 

(Seder~. Amram Oaon Warsaw, 1865 s . 30)•. 

In genersl it may be sai d that t be treatise•deale !llainly 

with man ' s r elation to man, and is moral rat her than r el igious in 

natu re.• 

Winte r 
c\ 

Wtins che 
Vol. I , 

J,> . 534 

(Je• . Bncyc. IV, 529 ) . 

V-VIII (Cont 'd ) : -
~ "'"'l'lieae four seem by their uniapor tant 

coapaae and their similar conter.1ts, tn co1.t ra­
diatinot1o n l o the firs t col lect1 c1n lo be t he • o r !< 
of one and the same author. 
IX he groups alone, and i t seems t.o have pa t te m ed 
1taelf after IV - -, and forzu t he conc lusion of 
the whole. 

Division w. c\ W. 
parts -~h foil Cleal 

1. l· !V 
2 , V-VIII 
3. IX 

• Ttlere a re t o bet noticed t hre e 
all ,. 1th t he aame1 material : 

~ t enth chapter added. 
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DATE 

It 1s very difficult to a ssign any def i nite date t o Derach 

Br e ta zuta. However, moat acholr.ra arg._ that 1n its essential 

parts , it cannot have been later than the ninth or tenth century . 

Jew Rn· 
eye. 

Tawro­
gi : -

Zunr.: 

Date. 

Date can only be conjectured. Almost certain -
Sections V-Vlll are the work ot the editor who li ved 
atter t.be completion ot the Bab. Talm . Based on this 
that: the Spanish ·1ersion of the Ralakot-ae3i1a_t _ _ 
probably made about 1000, adopted tbese four sect1 or.s 
as a complet e treatise . Bence on$ would not be wrong 
in setting the ninth century as t he date of comp . 
Tbe !-tv date fonn a much earlier period. ~rom thei r 
contents, the y rray even have been an i ndependent 
collectio~ already in existence at the t!me of t he 
TannaiJn. The IX 1a between the two. X late. No t 
f ound in M. V. nor in Halakot hdelot, nor 1n the mss . 

-Muioms or AaorAle and even older a'.;. t.hor1t1es, 
yet tbefte p .. Ha t1ni aptri~ of a b.i&h6"r civiliza tJ~ 
Not probable that t hey c9111e f~ -btke1flse 
work of compiler ia conjecture. 

•1ts t one and style belong t o a later time , ye t 
probably before tbe tenth century . • 

Winter I-IV appears to be oldes t 
a: ~ V-VIII does not appear in Jl'ra.nkfUrt Rd . 1669 . 

W6.nsche / Appears to bave fonned much later than t he
1

c loae 
Vol. I of t he - - - Tractate. •rbe' Ton and St ill' of 
p .634-. one troctate refers it in its essential parte to 

the ninth century .• 

Materials, lf_eiss Geach. d . Jud. Tr., !I, p . 22 . 

~ ••••• 1• only a lrter collect ion. Th1r¥ts these 
i n V. V. original, rut others .... late r- ;d t t.i on. 

Krauss in Rell . <i .R .Ju1ves take a an interest ing stand, but he s ~ems 

to be alonb. 

l.rauss: '"The author of lS . V . kno•s onl!' the . ~me 
' · ~ •• and ignores the division in to R. and z4 • 

V. Bib . D. ! . R. is later than z. z. is t he model and 
R, the 1.::!ita~ion and not t he oont?"f'ry as Zunz 
believed. 

Tbere can be n o doubt but i.hat cer t ain mu 1ms 
and sayings are very much older than the n i nth 
century. ~any of them are s 1m1lar t o those 

(ove r ) 
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TRXT All'!> h'.ANUSCRlPT ---- --- - --
As stated 1r. the prefa ce to our study, the translation 

of this treatise has been based upon the edition of Ta\/rog i . 

He says, p . V: "The various Talmud editions show such changes, 

corruptions in the text a s is poss ible onl y af ter a hundred 

years neglect . n 
Tbis he explains for it.a difference in subject 

matt6r fr.om the Talmud. It was l"ot so aut.hor itat ive, not mad e 

so much the basie of continued study a.a the Talmud, And there 

was no na cessi t y to fix firmly the text. 2 

as~ribed t o Jesus, and a fruitful study would 
possibly be t o detennine by ~omparison the 
oldest po.t'1.1aaa or the tractate. One would 
hardly be very wrong in ascr.1b1ng many sayings 
as far bsck as the second century, B. C, 

Present Text s and Part s of Texts Consulted 
by Taurogi: VI, notes:-

Ausg. Wilna 18•3 
Wien 18•7 
Berl in l 8C5 
Riva di Trento 1561 

Amram Gaonis Si dde r , 1665 (contain ing I and 
--- part of IV) 

Reshit Chochma von Elia di Vidas (parts) 
Comment. quinque v~n Corone,!,-- W1en 1A64 (parts) 
Jheve Scbanim von Aben Susan Venedig 1573 I 



Jlss • UJed by 
Trnrr ~g1: - (a) Fragment in Paris Library only I 

f1ft eentr. century. 

(b) Vat~~ Ms, with d1vls1ono . 
Ir1I , IV, & I>: - - D. K. R. 
V, VI, VII, & VIII D. R. Z. 

(c) Two Mas. in poaaesaion of ~ 
Halluetam in Breliu, suteonth century. 

11. 

Tb~ Jew. ltncyo. also cites two Bodleiar. Kss. in 
exiatenoe. N!Jlbane1a~ Cat. Nos. 120, 380 . 

Glossaries and commentariee on Oerech Erets Zuta 

and a t tempts at col'l'8ct teat1: Aacae. to Ta•rogi. v, 2. 3. 

Glossaries 
and commen­
t ar1eo: -

bJ Joana Falk DybeMlfurth 
bJ Jacob Naumbu.rg Fdrth 
bJ Gedalje b . larael L!p-

acbfttz Dybernfurth 
by C. J. 0. Asula! Livorno 
by Klia Wilna Salkorvo 

Attempts at correct text : -
by Pr1ese1k Luneville 1807 
by Rarburger Bayreuth 1839 
by Landa 1872 

/ 
Two Yict'd ish - Deutsch translation Wagenseil 
Regiom. 16~g and tbe •wilna 1878• 3d1t1on . 

1783 
1793 

1776 
1801 
1803 
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'I'fU.NSLATION. 

Tbe es•entiaJ qua l i t ies of the scholar s are: modesty, 

meekness , quickn!§.a., sa6•~ity, to bear injustice , t o be beloved - --
by all men, gracious 1n the family intercourse, reari ng s in , and 

judgi ng each man according to bi• deeds. Re says of all the 

things in t ht• world, 1 have no deaire concerning them, f or this 

world is not mine . •rapped i n bis 6&nDent, he sits a t. the ree t 

of sages. No one sees an evil thing i n b t m. He a sks questions 

to t he point and be replies according to the Law. 

Be l ike a b:Lg in • blob there is no opening t o receive th~ 

aJr , and like a deep pit wbioh bolds i~s wat er, and like a jug 

covered over with pitch which keeps wine, and like a sponge •~i=h 

absorbs ever7tb 1ag. (Abotb v15 ) 

Do not be lilte a large door ttb i oh causes the wind to enter, 

nor like a small door •hich de~es ~he nobles . Re like a lower 

th?'eshhold upon which everyone treada, and as a nail fixed so tha t 

everyone may hang on i t . 

If you autrer damage thr ough your property , reoember Job , 

wh o lost his subs Uu\ee and hh health . 

Ir you au~rer bodily harm, remember Dothan and Abire.~ , ·~o 

while yet living went down into Sheol . (Numbers XVI) 

Do not stu:mb~e through tbine eyes, f or there is no stumbling 

except through the ey~•. And do not ~ha.me rourself t hr ough your 

mout; tha t you ma y not eat mor.; than ~nough. Do r.ot study e .>0ut t~e 

:) • J I') l 

1. The ll. in im were those who bel :mged to 
the ~rious sects which existed without the 
pale ~r authoritative Judaism in a ll periods , 
of its early devel op~ent 1 a.cong them being 
Samant1an, Onostic, Judae6,-Christ1an~, etc . 
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lS . 

Do not atandou tile that you oay not. be left. to Oehinom •. 

If otiiers say anythir.g evil about thee, let .;ven an important 

th ing be in thin& eyes un1nport81lt . If you say s ome thing ev11 

against otbera, t hen let even an insignificant thing be in toy 

sight important., until thou hast gone &Tld obtained fo rgiveness 

of him. Let not your conduct be evil, r~r t his 1s no praise or 

the Torah, but i.t your conduct be blallleless, tor thus wil l it be 

for the meri t or the ecbolara • Love tbe Law and do honor to it. 

Res t rain thy dee1re before the desire of t h y friend, for thus d id 

Rachel to Leab . 1 AD1 David to Saul . 2 

Restrain t.by will and the will of t hy friend befo?'8 t he will of 

God, for thus we f iod in the case or Jacob who was not kisaed by 

Jose ph . 3 

Love the e~pression •Perhaps•, and bate the expres s i on "Th~n 

What •. Rabbi R1dkah' uaed to sar in tne name of s omeone else, l ove 

the expreesion •Perhaps•, and hate the eipressi on "'l'nlat does that mean? " 

/:! , o r (I 6l 
l . Taurogi 1 Bi'lfl.btt-g Raachi to Oen. 29-~~, and 

Babs"'"'!a t.h.-, 12S•, says Racbe1t first t o marry J a cob , 
forego1ns her own righ~ ~ng prompted by l ove. 

!.:. ~.I Sam. 247 and 269 : When David coming upon 
Saul asleep, has t be opportunity t o slay bim, but refrains . 

~ Gen . 4529. 'Jla.Wrogi, quoting Rasch! and ~idrosh, 
s aying tbat when Jose~h came up, J .. o~ was saying his 
prayers, and Joseph would net i nte rrupt hi m. 

t. A teacher of the second century. An interesting 
hagg~ic qay1ng bl hiv. is quoted tn the Jew . ncyc . Vol . 
VI , page ~S6 : - The question waa asked, ' Wh o t estif ies 
against t he ~elf1shnoso of man on tbe d&y of judgment?' 
Among the ans~~~a given was that or Hidkah : - "Man'R a~ul 
t es tifies aga i n.at hilh, for!~ is writt~n (~!cah vi · : S): 
' Kear the door~_?r thy couth from her that Uet.lt in t.h:; 
bosom' " . (Ta ' /~la) ." 
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Keep far froru that ·which causes t o sin, fron ugliness and that 

which resembles ugliness, lest ~thers •ill accuse thee of sin. 

Do not calumniate your rriend for there ir. no r&medy tor these -
who calumniate. to not eat with nn ignorant priest, lest he make 

I I
,,,,, I 

thee eat ot food set aside tor priestly use . Keep fill' from Cf t 
(} 

censuring, last you censure others and add t o sin. 

trlt.h seven patriarch.a a covenant •a.a made, and these are they: -

Abraham, Iaaac: and -Taoob, Moaea , Aaron, Phineas and David. Of 

Abraham it is writ ten: •on that day the Lord made a covenant with 

Abrahalll (Oen. 1518) . • or Iaaac:- •And I ahall establish my covenant 

with Isaac.• (Oen. 1721). Of Jacob:- •1 shall remenber r.y ~ovenant 

•1th Jacob.• C:..ev. 26~2 ). Of Moaes:- •Por acoord 1ne t o these words 

did I make a covenant with t.b•e . • (Bx . ~•27 >. Of Aaron:- •A 

covenant ot •el. forever . • (Num. 1819) . or Pb1nett-s: - "And It shall 

be to hlln and to bis ••eel atter hi.It, a prieatly covenant fo rever.• 

(?h.mi. 2513 ) . or David: - •1 have made a covenant 71th oy chosen 

one. I have sworn to David, my servant.• (Psalm 994). 

Seven patriarchs r.••t tn everl&ating glory and their earthly 

ret::a ins are rar trom worm and caggot. The~• aro they;· Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, JiEoaes, Aaron, A¥'rlam and Benjamin. And some say 

DaT1~ also, for 1t ia said : - •Theroforft mJ heart ls glad and my 

spirit rejolcetb , my tleeb alao doth dwell in safety. " (Psalm 169) . 

Sine ente~, 1'b .. ~.e yet they were ~iv tng, into t.he Garden o f 

Eder.. They artt: Banocb, ~ . JeYod, 1 '!l1Jah,2 'lbe ~eseiab3, ~lieser, 

l. 0.n . 52': •And Enoch walked • 1t.b God, and he 
•aa'llot ; t o r God took him. 

2. II Klnge, 211 : And it came t o pass as the7 still 
wenron anu t&lked (Rl1Jah and 1'l1sna) that. b1Jbol~, 
therf' appeared a chariot Of fiye ~d horses Of f!;/e, which 
parted them both uunder •nd 1'11Jah went up by a •hirb ind 
into heaven. 

3. San . 99b (Taurogi) . 



1.5 . 

the servant of A!>raham, Chiram from Zor, Eved J:. elech, the Y.ushit,e , 

whom Jeremiah resuscitated , (Jer. ~96-13 #) , J4boz, the son of 

Jebuda Ra Nast. (Tawr og1 thinks beca'\:se Rab. J. Ha. Nast has no 

son, 1t must have been ~corpore.ted t h r ough m1etake) . 

Serach, daughter ot Aahe r .l 

Batb1a, daughter or Pbaraoh.2 

And others •aJ also R • . Joshua. B. Leir.~ 

CBAPTD 11. 

Le t a l l thy ••1• be marked by piety . Love God and fe ar 

Him . Tremble and re Jo i ce at all the comm.ands . Sit befo re t he 

elders and heed their words. AnsYer thJ f r i end but be not hasty 

to reply . Be thoughtful to a nswer propositions according t o 

their oonteni , tbe t i rst , tirat ; and tbe l ast, last . Grant what 

l s the tratb and do not speak before him wbo is supe~lor to thee 

in 1r1&dom. 

If you desire t o s t udy the Lalr , do cot say concern ing what 

you do not know, •I know• • If the y ask you somethins wi th whi ch 

you are not well versed, do not be ashamed t o say •1ttc not know•, 

If the y t eech you and you have oot UDl1ere tood, do not be ashamed 

to sar •repeat ~t t o mew , and do not be ao graci ous t ~ yourself as t o 

s ay "I have understood it . • Do thing~ f or the very s ake of doing 

them, and speak of tbu t or tbeir own sake. Do not make a crown, 

1. 'l'il•N!1: ~cause ahe t i rat br ought naws 
t o Ji'Gob that Josei:;~ st111 lived. J,,eter Ba jashto.r 
t o Oen. '5. 

2 . Tawrogi: "L~chot RebrJt" , whe~~os~~ and 
Aaro~s educa tion is as cribed t o he r, and fo r 
this she i e t hus rewarded. 

3 . Ta• rogl: Kotuh 778 • 
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Yb er-eT!._h t.o a d.e rr. you.rE.tt~ , nor a hatcbe• •1t~J w:- bi~~ Le ehor . 

~arr. t.o reee !v~ t.be 1'0rdf. o! 1.nat:rucU cn e~n 1~ s orre11. Do not 

seet t.by rewa.rd . t or there 1• a fitti u& reet.onin& , a ri~bt.eoue 

recolq)er:.&e, a pr-ac1se and tri;tb. Lan tbe :..&• t..a: bor:c~ 1 l. 

i.<>Ve fellow ere.at.urea and honor t.be:.. 

upri&bt aDd t.ho&e wbo ~nlnl•t.er ccmviot.ion. 

wow t.bat Juat. u t.bere ta a dltterence bet•een tc- da,r and 

t.c-~crrow, • o there 1a between •tat l• thine and what 1s ~ot t.h!~e, 

and Yhy at-..o~at thou poa•••• What 11 not tbinef Be •ho wo~ke ,, 1th 

wb.at. 1s not. b1a, Scri.pt.u.re ••18 conoem1ag bl.c: '"1roe t o h1r. " ho 

U:crea.ses what. 1a not b.ia .• (Bau. 26). 

Accuatcc. 1.h1ee l.t t.o do good tbU:.ga. Se t-<> lera:"I._ a nd l on 

Be aeek and pnt.l• of speech 

Be obliging to a sreat man and gracious t.o t.h e young . Strini 

to:- t he good and be broad of Shoulder. (Baar pat!.ently the t.r!l'lS 

or lite - a1'1.er Tawrogi). 

teep aloor frCICI a.nyt.h1fl8 that leads t o si~. fiold t>a ck !rot: 

d t 1r..g a 11&'\t slL, les t it bricg t hee to a serious one . ~. %eal ous 

1:: the perfOMna.noe e-ven or an uniJlport.ant. comnand , fer 1 t ::ay 

bring thee t o an 1aportant ooe . 

Let tbe hono r of th7 neigbbor be juat as sacred tc thee ll.8 

thine o.-u; respec t a ll men . and do not say •1 shall fl a tter thi6 

or.e, !.hat be m&J' ~1-re oe food, and that one, that he cay give :::£\ 

dr 1r...k ~ -th is one , t.~ t he :nay o lot.he me , and that on.,, thll t, h e 

may cover me . • Better is it that thou art or thyse lf ashamed, 

than that thr ough others thou art br ought to shame o not. l e t. 

thy lips eausd thee t o a tWllble, nor t~y mouth t~ bring thee 

sco r n , thy tongue t o belittl~ the~, nor t hy teeth t o shame t h e e . 

~o not let thy words br ine t hee low. 
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It thou wiahest to hold zlose thy friend in love, do 

everything for his welfare . And if thou desirest t o keep thysel f 

away froa s ln, gc and think and consider its outcome . 

soul have pleuure in the commands. ----

Let thy 

If thou baat done muob good, let it be in thy sight but 

little and say: •not or mine own have I done good, but t r om the 
., 

good which came to oe through othere, and i t is thy duty to give 

thanks to God. If, however, others have done thee a little good, 

consider it t o be muab, and do not. •&1: • s.J" s,k;" not because of my 

becoming deed.a that it bas gone well w1tb meZ• but •because of 

my b lameworthJ deeds, good ~ to u•, for thus is it •ritter.: 

•And repayetb t bose that bate bill: to their face, to destroy the •• • 

(Dt. v1ylO). If only a little wrong (thou hast done) cons i der it 

much and aaJ •woa 1a me for I have air..ned; woe is me for stumbl1r.t 

tas co~e about through me!• And 1! others have wronged thee 

greatly, consider lt so&ll and aa1: •Leas than I deserve have I 

suf1'ered, 1• it not that I deserve •veo more?" 
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CHAPTER Ill 

Judge r,aref ully thy •ordB :,efore they pass from thy 

mouth; oonsider well th1 deeds t o oontonn them to the established 

etiquette, aod take r-eward ror thy meritorious act1 ons . tb9. t always 

ac lmowl edge tbe decree ot the righteous Judge and keep thyself frott 

murmurin g. 

Judge thy neighbor according to bis merits and de not 

incline the wc1g1lt toward bis guilt. {compare Aboth I, 6) . 

Do not ha t.e bi.m who ~on1•bea thee . Rold tbyself insignificant 

i n thine own eyes. Rejoice in th1 porti on. T~ke pleasures i n 

the little that la tblne. Then wilt tby lot be blessed always, 

thine eye pleased and thy aoul satisfied. 

Teach tb J tongue to a ay • 1 do not lai ow" , lee t t~i ou 11 ~ 

and co~e t o be caught. It t bou neglee~ one command, fina lly it 

~111 be that thou will neglect another; similarly , i f thou 

d isdain one OOt:mlAnd, finally thou wilt diedain another - i n like 

manner, if thou ha.at overlooked tbe word.a of the Torah a t thy 

own desire, finally it will be that they •ill overlook t hee , 

whether thou dee1z-eat it or not; and there will be no recompense 

fo r thee in t by •orrow. (Abotb IV, 2.) 

It thou b&et taken •bat is not t~ioe, ~hat is thine 

sba 11 l ikew •~e be taken ~rom \.bee. 

Sft os1~ful ~bout t he devot.ed things, whether giving 

them ot' eat ir.g them . 1. 

1 . (Deut. 261•, with reference t o those 
things trhich h&d been devoted t o the use of 
the eanctuary, the priests or for ehdrity. 
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Be patient end kind in answering those who know thee~ ' 

and humble before all men, to the individual _ of thy bonse even 

more than all . If tn?u livest i n dissension and quarreling with 

thy family , thf enO will be Geb.i nnol'Y\. 2 

r , , C If tbou bast gone eecurity for s ome one , then 2ou hast 

put thyself under the obl igation to pay. If thou bas t l ned it, 

thou hast loaned it to collect 1~. If thou ha.sf, b.ol"I'°'"*' 1 t, thou 

must paJ - • Hasten to settle thy aooount. 

Be who begins to Jll&ke vows, opens tbe door to folly. 

The f irat uncleanness 1• an open door to idolatry and astrology. 

Re who begins frivol!ty with women, opens the door to adultery. 3 

Re wbo bas gained a good name possesses it for ~i~selr . 

He who bas acquired the l&Y 7 possesses 11~e everlasting. 4 

Those who are~abam:ed, cannot learn; nor can an irascible 

man become a teacher; an ignorant man cannot be pious . A boor does 

no t fear sin, and any one Ybo engages muob in commerce cannot become 

wise. Set thyself' and thJ heart to the Torah more than trade . ~ 

l. Prov. U>. A soft answer turneth away wrath. 

2. The Rabbinical figurative equivalent for 
helT; into which all souls are cast. Jew. Encyc. 
Vol. V, p. 58~. 

!.!, Ai:..->th I I , 7 . 

~ Aboth 11• 5 . 
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There are fi!t.een qualities 'tthich &l'e spoken or na 

cbaract~ristic or the scholar , and these are . 

Be is pleasant in enter1n~, 

He is pleasant in leaving, 

He 1a pious in rearing God , 

Be la wise in bis knowledge, 

Manifests sagacity in hi• behavior, 

Acqui~. s k.iowledge and retains it, 

De tailed in his ans•er&, 

Ready to help, 

Goes often to the Yeahibah , 

Asks questions according to the point., 

And :replies according to the Law, 

Bears and tban answers, 

Adda something new to each paragraph , 

Seeks the company or the wise, 

Learns in order to teach and ror the sake of doing Good.._:: 

Por be mu.et be the example, ret:iarka Tawrogi. 

Ba not. on tba up~r threabhold whi ch one cannot :r&ach 

with the band, nor like the middle which injures the feet, but be 

like the lower threehhold on which all tread. l'lhen finally the 

whole building is ~alling, it reldina standing in its place. 

CHAP TER n 

The learned conduct themselves with propriety i~ 

society, but the i gnorant do not. 

Wnoever occup1es h1?I:Belr •1th t he study o~ t he law 

:ir.l y > it ~ a meri\. and not a merit. (S i nce the written law 

is incomrlet~ without the oral law, hi~ knowledge is imperfect. ) . 
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But it be add the •tudy ot the ll1abaab to bi• knmrledge, be gaim 

a reward. (!bat la bl• education will be better). But notbln& 

ace.U tbe •t.1141 of Ul• ~ 1D 111,port.anoe: ••k the atudy or 

the •t.abmb aooeer Ulan t.bat ot tll9 a.ara. (!bough tredit1on 

la lal4 U- la U. •l• +, lllat. for a thorough eoapleteneea, the 

OellaN .. ~ ....... 1.). 

a. t1arbtaa fer a.uatac 81111 requt .. no ·~•at.ion, tor 
(, I I 

no one t.t:4 l" r .. ~- \be hflall wblell ... pye free, and •n ought 

not t.o Sboald be do eo, 

howeffP, lie -1• ..-ritlde \e U. MNl tontall ot t.be 1r0rld. 

Do mt SQ •1 poa-• ao _,., for all aoney belonga to 

aia. <11a~i·e 11, •>. .,.lm ta u. e11"r an11 ia.ne the gold 

••1th tbe Lorcl ot boeta.• If tbou ... t .., ... obarltJ, tbou wilt 

obtain .... w1r 1•••••S-, .... tr t.bOll -.t aoquired tbeae, then 

be bennal•t WIUl U.., "1llle tho• c19et Jet posaesa tbem. Acquire 

aubatam• ln t.ble worY tmd t.heu •11\ lliMrlt tbe tut.ure world, 

1Nt tt tbcRI 4_., aM. .....,.,, Wltla tlaf ... , , thou wilt be suddenly 

deprlYed ot st., .... •Ul ....... '° lt alll1 It •111 apread them 

out in beltYeJa, f'• tt le wrtt.t.en {PJIOY • .a, &)s "When thou lettest 

merel1 tblne .,... flotr a.er l\, lt la no aoN, for it will even 

make tt. .. lf' ..... , anl llb an ee1ta Will U. flJ toward heaven.• 
-

Do DOt .., •'ftlat. ~ la rtob, I - poor, • for not all men 

&N •ortbJ o~ 1W !'a~. {!'bt11 worW and U.. nut) 

S., not. •tbat. w la b&nlacme end I - u111•, tor 1fb · n 

dead, man at.and& lllre a ....._. •• and llONCW•r a dead an1lllal can 

be ao14 or 11~ ••1 • bat. no one N£U'd• tbe oorpee ot a bmaan 

being. 

Say not •that man 1• r1gbt..oua, but I am not•, tor both 
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will enter at the bar ot JuielgMnt 1n the tutul'e. 

SaJ not.a that mD ta •1••• but I - not •1••, tor 7011 

have not M:-~ .. .._ be • 

Sar not.a•tll&t. aan l• •tro111 aal I• weat•, tcr tra.e 

atract.b estat.a ..ir Ill u. ......._. ot u. law, u tt 1• stated: 

(Paale, lOS, 10) -.i.u t.lle ~. J9 Illa Aapla, algbt7 1n atrengtb 

that ez .. 11\e •ta ..... li• '1 lq .-.o U. Yoloe ot Ria word.• 

Let tll••• ., •ea• • • t.llJ 111 • \ •aiow Whence t bou hast 

ocme _. "'11t.•• .,_Wilt. .. ,_. .. ,.. .. *• tba. wllt ln the 

tutuN ,. ..... • --- la J-lpen.• (Llterally trm Abot.b ~,l ) 

9o mt. '1&lll ttdlle ~- eON\ .. lJ •poll the poaaeaalona ot 

anottie., tw tll1•• Will •Sak to tile _....., •Yen lt they are at the 

ptea ot beawa. Let ,.. .. ..,. aot llate to tool lab talk, tor 

tbeM wtll ..,, .. ._ ... U. ou. .. 11-M ot ttbe bodJ. Let your 

aout.b not. 911u .. 11 11111a, for lt la brought to Judgaent first. 

Let no aot. et •l•leee M to.al ... S.t. -· for all the ll&be · 

ot t.be bodJ •111 t..\lf'J apllUt. tb•• la t.bJ nerluttng dwelling. 

Beware, l•t t.bJ fMt. 1eM UIM t.o e-..tt a •ln; tbe Angel or 

" Death algbt. alat.alre t.-. befoN tbola -.t. oorrected thy e•11 ·~·· -
P ... U. Wt ..... 1 or Sal"tll Ul.._ \11.J wtt.n••• loTe money. 

(I Saml.6, ' • lllllll loellltb to t.be .,.., b1lt. t.be Lord looketh to the 

heart.). P~, b•ewr, llON tor there tbou 

wilt ha•e wlt.n ..... .-. •Ill tetlt.lfJ •~ tb••· Bee14•• (remember) 

that ne17 bCIU" a YOIM ealla ow\ \o U... •it +bw •111. fulf 111 

., word •1 ua p1....... ., le&l• ot MIPlAI •111 OGM to greet thee, 

and nen I •J8•lf will oame tto -t t.b.ee and nlcaae thee 'Come 1n 

peace•. TblDll •1•• ,wt th •blob thou baat not greecUl7 turned to 

poaseaaions •bicb are not tbia», shall abine forth in the midst or 
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denaeat clarkneaa, u it ta stated (Ia. SS, 10 - •Then aball abine 

rortb 1n &b• -...m.aa, tbJ llgbt, and tbJ obeovlt.1 be u tbe 

noonda1.•). Tblne ea.N, with wb1cb tbou bast not llatened to 

tdl• talk, eball ~r ..... eaJor pea tn thia world and bear it 

tn the nataN wor14, tor Sortp. 997• (la. so, 21 - •And tbJ eare 

a ball -... u. •M Mll1n4 t.._. aartna • t.bla ta tbe war, walk 79 

1.n: tt, wben 79 t11ftl to Uta 1'1.Pt balllll m4 wban 1• tum to the 

lett. • •) ..... ,. t.v --.b 414 not .,_. •laa4•rou language 

bat bvaW l t.HU la U. ••de of U.. 1-, U, aball be worth)' 

to relate U. palae el ... -' t.• ........ tlon, and there •ball 

be bl.ea• .. t...._. It., all ••rfAQ ot ~-Ina· The reward tor 

tbJ baad•, ln wlllob not a atoi. tblll& - t'omd, and which w&re 

not oloa .. to .._..tt.r, Wbat. ._ the doere ot lniquit :;r and violence 

~ do to tbeet ftaJ r .. t, tbat 414 not buten tbee towards 111n, what 

,( 

,. 

·o 

oan tbe Anpl of Deat.b do to \beet 

Wlt.b tbeae •oN9 I la•• w&l'D94 t.bH; thou canat do aa thou 

not wamed. 

GBAPTa •• 

!be aebolar wlll DOt. eat. Wblle at.anding, nor drink while 

atanclln&• B• will not .. t out ot the plat.e nor ltok bl• t'tngera 

while eat.ill&; ta not. proa4 t__... 111• .. eoclat-ea; ~e apeaka 

lltt.l•, \:~ llat\a Ida eajo,..at., bl• aleep, bi• pleuurM and 

worldlJ pu!v.lts. SaJ .l!! alowl1 and 

!!5? alowlJ. Let ont' al..,a DOif beto" whoa be atte, and before 

wbaa be at.and• , wt tb wh• be •"-, • U.b wbt.m be apealm, and in 

wboae preaenoe be •1&na bl• dc>0tment.a. 
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B' tour tb1nga tbe aobolar 1• mown, - bf bi• paree, 

b11 cap, b1• t.e.per mMl bl• die••· Some add al•o by h1• apeeob. 

'!'be 41140 ...... nt. ot 1-ftllng ta wlH•; of' wt•4m 1• mo4eat1; 

la t~ fll o__.; ot t.ba rear of God ta 

fulftlllal 1d.a C•-118•1 •Dtda S Ule ......._, of tbe tultllllng of 

God• a ••am .. 11t .. 18'• 1• 1-111\r. 

fteN are etpt. t.tat-' - Do net. '9 .... •ong the 

•l••laa• 4lo not. •leell •- ,._. fto _. ..... , do not. •••P 

•ong t.• -•» ...... 4o net IA1iir1Ja - t.hoee who are weeping; 

do not. alt ., .. ••• no atiillllll, llDI' n.ililll •ong th•• who alt; 

do not ...a B•lJ WIPlt. ..... t.boH t.ut. at.alJ 1.be Klabnab, and do 

not. a\tllr a. •IA'I • •Oii& ....... of t.1le Bolf Writ. In a word: 

cmanaYI. 

l'OllP t.blnp ... nbt••W \o a aebolar: Be doea not go 

•bo•~ at. ntatat., tie t&oee no\ p oat. ssA I, tao doe• not oome 

lut t.o -t.t.q --.. aoo1etr 

ot tb• tlllt. ... t.e, 

Oa ..._....., ~ an OI .._. ,...-; on leaTlng, tbe 

1ntertor ,. ..... •N•I••. i911111ttna U.. at.epe, t.be gieater man 

PNOe4ea ,· 1n dee111 .. t .. , t.be bd'erlor -· On ..rt.el'1ng the council 

t.be llAll ~f JllMk PNHI•: lat.o U. prlaeo boue, the lnterlor 
t 

goea ti~. th - et ..ulk .._ :~n~ ln 1)ronounc 1q the 
J I / .:.r..J. LI....... ' ' The one who "8••• ....,q abould · r 1Nt. aalute benedtet1on. 

tbe ane ... t.ed • 

.. abeulC not. reeltne before bta wbo 1• gNater than ••· 
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When one om•• to cut a loat ot bN-4, let blm begin at the aide 

Which 1• wll baked. When one eat• Nd1ab or antoaa begin tl'Oa 

tbe place Wbere the lea .. • grow. 

o.. ... , not ••\ • nole i..r. 

1'98\ - t.lae ~le • 

Blt.e • pleoe awa1 and place 

..._ - d.rtab lD U. ,.._ .. of ot.bere, let bill turn 

aaic!e and 4l"lllk. Do not. alp nor ....,, the oup o•pletel7. 

Be no dNBlliud. jPorg.t .. bl• ln)9r1o• eonductt 

l>o no\ ... Jt &lof7 bl t.be .... 0 1t.Sea et ,oar nelgbbor. 

Slnhl t. ....... t.a ... U.. Mglmllll of a1n, a aecand step 

ta aOODl"J. (See ~.-... t 12 , 111 , 1•11>, a third ta baugbt1nttas, 

a tOUl"t.b, ._ a 11.t••••• lll'tla Ml••••, rtxtb 1• tal•e hatred, 

•n•t.b ....,, - .. Sol•••• ..s.•, (P .... Ml&):- •Th?agb be make 

bl• YOIM r09lll per •• &NOS-lJ 4o no\ believe b1m , tor 

there are abcm'•~lW 1n bla beuit..• 

caAPTa YII. 

Tllare are MTeD •• ... tePtattoa ot • boortab man (Lit. 

aw u Abot.b a'>. •• •P99" betoN b'1Mwbo 1• bl• superior; 

be inte~\a -U..r .-n •peaklllla b• gift• 111-conaidered 

answei-a; be will aot. ·~bl• qaMtlom le aoool'danoe with 

the •t.te• 1Ulder :ia ... tcm, allll be 4oea not. ..... r according 

to tbe las be •J 11• ot nat. tt Nt. ootaN, 1.Ut; and of wba t 

1• laat, f1rst.; eoae•l'Din& wblob be baa not. beard, he ••JS I 

have beard; an4 be dOlf• not adalt tbe truth. (Abotb 57 ) 
I 

Tb• aobolar 11bould be iji•eNet in bt a eating and drinking, 

in bathing and annolnttng. Be abould be partloular about b1a 

sandals, b1• galt and his bearing; in bis speeob, in bia 
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Shun the ~ and ever1 N••bl.anoe to l t, and draw mtar 

to tba t •bi ob 18 pl-ant. and to n•l"Jtbin& Ulm u.. Ouard 

again•t bla t.lla\ ..Srt••• U.e t.o bl• ..S•ant.-. 
t~1 11e~ 

WboeY•r llpNI arleftnoe•, •111 .... all bl• tranagresa1oD8 
~ce 

for glTeD tor It. la .ala: -..o la a God lib unto,..atlll pardoning 

C•tom 1
18> Wboae 

t..-areaatom. 

be el ... te4 Ua.o111b l t., f'or lt. I• -.14: •It thou baat degNded 

tb79el.1" therein ••lt t.lloll 1te 11pllned. • (Prov. SOS2 ) Por 

wboe••r bualltat. bl•elf' on aoooat. ot tbe !orab, will exalt 

b lmaelt. 

Wb09"r l.nONM•• bla wlecloa 1D tbe t'oNb, add• wi sdom to 

t •i•4ca, u tt. la wrtt.t.en: •ot•• to tb9 •la• (lnatruot ion ) and he 

will beoaae J81. •l .. r.• (Prcw. 99) 

so 10111 • .an la a1 .. 1111. be la afraid or un. 

man 4oe2 not eta, men will ba•• tear ot bla. 

But u long 

•oner clepreelat.e• bat au• word of tbe X.. deaerYe• the 

punishment ~ •o• 111Dloat.ton, lt la aalcls -S.oauee t he word 

of the Lord batb been cleeplaed &ad b1a oa s a.ct bath been brokea, 

that pereon •ball b• out ott. • (I•. ia31 ) 

WbOl. •er um......iuea th" oia sad "1.tb reteNnoe to the wubing 

tbe hand• ( 1 ••• ' The B'l-oobo) •111 - oat. orr trora th• world. 

oner baa no ..._, 1• llalr aocm to atn, tor Sc~. ·-=-
The bol4nea• ot t.be!r taoe t .. tltlet.b a.gal t th911•. (Ia. 39) 

t th9 mode•t will not aln ao r.1uUl7, ror it, la aald : - "Bia fear 

y be before 1our t•cea,- J• •in noi.• (~x. 101?) 



It 1• unaeeal.1 to •at bet ore one' a 1nv1ted gueat. It 1• more 

unaeeml7 tor a gueat to briag 911otber wttb bia. It la worse t o eat 

bet ore a learr..:.Ml _,.. Tba 110at. improper ot all t.beae, la wb•n one 
I . I 

guest t.roalal• ~..... a ... , ...... It la lllproper wben one takea 

anJt.hln& tl'Ca • \altle MfON Mii .... p.e• lt. to the boat'• 

obilcl. l"or t.lll• .... aaoe U. o••• or a tat.her'• k1lltng b1• 

child. ~D m.lla II, t\ I• NlAR .. of a peNon •bo clurtng a 

taalne t•lt.ed UIN~ _u, Mf'ON ..._ M ••14 plaoe onl;r three 

egp. la bla a'b9••• ~&aft \Ml• poRloa to t.be ob1lcl. On 

bla NtllN, -.a - - t.be t.a.a.. port.SW 1D bia Ohllcl'a band, 

&114 •aa killed ln 

con.aaqaew or U.. fall. OD Win& t.bl• ta.. aotber v~ttAd 

au1o14• 81111 .rte• •r, \be f*U... ) 
..._.,. .. mo .. "99 a •lff ma auat pa7 cloae attention 

to •bat. be •-, eat b9 wbo 4-.i't .... ..,.. cleath. 

a. AbU• nlaWs- •1 ... .,... q aaaoctatlon •1th 

the i .. J-D811. 0.. .., I ... wal.klDI Oil • roe4 and I tound an 

unbl.lrled owpae~ I oarrled lt tour all•• t1ll I found a cemetery 

•here I burled u.. When I told tbla to R. Bllaer and R. Joabua, 

tbey aa14 to us 'tor _. • .., atep 1ou took, 1ou were guilty at 

abecldlng lDDOoent 11!.-.ocl. 1 • Aooorcllnc to Law th• body abould have 

been bartecl at. \be ~pot wtaere tOUlll.1 

l. JD loblers ftbtoa ot hla. Aa. leb. Vol. 5•, 
l*P UI, t!M toll•1Ja& tnte ... t.lllc Nf'eN ~o• ta 
-4• t.o u. .. t.b •tt.nlll, 1n t.be upt. ot wbiob 
t.bl• •t.orr i.9D• • fteD &re•'-" tnteN• i. • •••••• 
•t.be labblaloal Kula - tbat t.beN la no ccwmenct­
mant. ot God ao 19P0rt.ant. u not, to be laid aa1de 
wben a de9d bodJ tound unbw-1.,1• to be gt .-en th• 
honor ot burial. The Law had a •peolal term coined 
tor tb1a caae: Meth MitsYab: the oorpae enjolntng a 
duty upon tb6 tinder. And t h1a unwritten la• wu 

(Over) 



I asked tb-, Juat as when intending to do right, _!!tether I 

bad coaaltted a a!n, bow auob more tben did I •in, it I bad. 

not intended t.o clo ript.l P .... \bat bour I never lef't the society 
or tbe le....S. Be 19e4 to ._. Wbo9Yer do• not usociate wi t.b tbd 
learned dou not 4eune to ltye. 

CBAPTB IZ. 

R. Die .. .-...--... aalda• •r..p tar troa anger, 

leat. ltr •1111....., la& ot.beN, t.bm leM _..to tb1 aln. b.ve 

bill •bo 1'llliilml•• U.., la o-.r \bat. t.-. •19at. lldd wlaclom 

t.o t.bJ Wla4•1 Mt• bla .... PN!M• t.-. t.bat. thou ma1••t not 

leND tbJ •1a4•. X... lamill\f tn 0..-.r t.bat thou ma1•• t 

tult111 \br ..,.. Lo9e u. JINftl• or 4olnc go~ deed• in 

order t.bat. t.1- .. ,..t. .... t.h,..lt trca t.be angel or death. 

LOft U. poor t.bat Uar ebll4ND •r not oca• to tbla rate. 

Lon the 1a ... ot •t.er tn _... .. ta.t. tbr *114i-eo _,come 

to gift t.llmMl ... \o U. at.11117 ol t.llill Tania. Lon the house 

ot ~.._,.. Ulat tbR m&JMt t.ai. t.tar MI&id n•r1 ctay. 

1. (Cont.' 4) s • 

•t.mded nwn to tile bl&ll pPteat. amt 
t.be ...... 1 \e, net t.ber of •bm wu per­
u t.t.e4 t.o at.'91111 • t.be tu.al ot b1• 
.a ftt.ller or aot.ber, l•t. lie be detlled, ,.t ...... t.be1 f'oumt a oorpee on tb9 ro9d 
wbll• DO om •l•• - t.bere, tbe7 ••N 
~j~tDICl to p'N It a .... t. barlal 
no•tu.at._.llls tbetr G9D bol.l,..a. 
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Be watobtul ln the reading or the Sbema and tbe Tetllla 

{Tbe lit Benedlotlons - Sb-4 s.e ~Slhl) ln order that thou ma19at 

be aa.-.cl tro.• W.. a."1"-'a. Aa4 let. tb1 boue be open •lde .. 
(Abotb 16) t.ba\ t.bJ to.a •r ... er be ._tlQ&. Be ~l that 

tbe doore ot t.IQ •- ... not. alOMd aen t~oat alt to eat 

and drtak, •••••• u. •r •rbll ,.._ t.o pnert.r. Be glad in tb6 

autterlnp "'" .... - 1q10;.. , ... --- U.J bave ~aTed thee 
' 

a.rd U. aonctr Of U. wUe, that. tltea •Y••t 

.. JoJf111 at. U., \able Wban tbe bungrJ co• 

aD4 clerln -~•r a\ r.- l\, la ordtlr tbat. tbr 4&J• _,be 

pi-olo...-i la t.lab worY ..... In t.be WDrlcl t.o .... a. Joloe ln a 

gltt wblob t.bola eana\ P" r.- t.aa, ..._. ( 1.e., ln ••oret.) that 
ai41.., st 

lt •J paotrr t.M ... tMe, .. l\ ta aat4: - •A gl!t. in secret 
,.. l• 

paoltletb - r.• (P.a.. 11 ) 

It Uuna .... t. •.Pt. U.1 aoa\b t.- t.be •P9"ecb of a lander, all 

thy daJ• wtll 1»e ln P••· It' tbou but. borne tbJ8elt baugbtilJ 

before bla Wbo Sa .... .._ u,,p t....,, 1n '1• end tbou abalt tall 
i Xf!:....; '..lj 

into leproar. If tb.Ml art. •r tn tulttlltng the oom•nd, the 

Anpl ot U.at.b will pNeelle t.bee. If thou baat humbled tb7 teet 

for tbe poor an4 tor t.ba ocw•ft1aaat.a, t.beae worda ma1 be said ot 

t.bee : Ble•••'- abalt. t.bola '8 1n t.bJ oomlq an4 lD t.b7 going. It 

t.bou baat toreallan a t.lalq Wbiob at•t lMd to a Xl tsvah, and 

engage in a alnt'Ul t.blJI&, ln t.be en4 ~taJ wtt• •111 die, u it ta 

••14 SHk. 2'11,•son of man bel"94 I wlll \aJ&a away trom thee the 

t.blne •1•• bJ a ._.. ... plagae.• 

1. Zs. ,a, WbeN Mo••a a~ wttb God 
1• glTeD i!r. •i&n ot leproa1' 

Ma. l! : - Wb.,N lllrlam beooaes lepl'OWI 
atter her lpeatlng againat Ko•e•'Z 
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It thou doat run to do honor to a w1ae man, well-bred aona 

and daugbt.ere abalt. M t.btne. It thou ranneat to do honor to tbe 

poor, tbov. abalt. ba•• aona wllo wlll be ... t.•N ot the Law and 

ru1r11~.;,. or t.tae •= ..... or x. .... 1.1 

U' tboa. ... , awl .. aaa Qin&, Nnd t.b.J garaent tor btm 

until be S. ..... It tit.ma _, a poor 911 d71ng, ata1 wt th blm 

till tboa bMt. _.l .. bta, ~o \lllt. t.bJ t• t.o dt• •ball ocme 1n 

If t.bo.a ••t. •M t.bJ trlend bath 

beco11• poop, 8114 1ala ballll fall.a, do not. t.111'D bia ••J •Pt1-banded, 

1D order \bat. U.U .,.., be •9et tra. ner, enl, aa 1t ta aatd:­

•:1cole. els lb•1 ... r teepet.lt Ute o• n""'••nt.• wlll esperlenoe 

no ••11 tlltna. • If t.bou b•t loeMCI blll ea.et.bing when be needed 

lt, t.lll• ftN• •111 .. hltlll.ed la ,_,. •!'beo •b~lt - thou call 

and Ute Lo~ will sz or.• (la. M 9 ) • If t.bou tbJ'llelt l1eft 

tti.l.an, o.t •111 lift ,._. wp, Rt lt t.tMN baat aggrancUaed tbJSelt 

Seek peace and the1 

ab&ll a.late oonoernln& U.r flaoe, t.bat lt. ta lta the peace ot 

t'bineu b. Klleser. So aatd Rab. n ... ar ba lapar: - •Love peace 

and btate 41e ..... 1an.• 

a..at. ta ,, ... ,tor •Tell la ... l, Wben tbeJ wo,tl9shl~ped idolatry, 
'l:>i'l. .; ) . t - .;.• 

bad peaoe ... UMa mMI \be Sbe~ waa Qllllr'61e1~to suspend a 

ju4pent OTer U.-, tor' t ta a&l4: • Roe. tl': - •Bpbrata 1a bound to 

1dola: let bl.a alaa. ~ • 

lobl•t": -
Btbica ot l .• 
Am. Heb. 64, 
page 315. 

1. WbJ do•• the letter ~ precede tbe 
-; T in.. 1 ·on 1t) i! - tbe obarit.7 
worker aut run t.o tbe J'\~ 1 a the door 
ot the poor ln order to aearcb after 
bl• welf'are. and not wa1 t until be 
becomes a beggar. (Sabb~tb 1046)• 
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lt they quarrel •ong tbamaelTea, •bat la said ot tbea, 

Boa. io2:- ~Their heart la divided now aball t.beJ bear their 

guilt..• See bOllf &1'8at. Sa peaoe. Eat• 4taaena1on! Wbf! 

Tbere - a el\J ID nt• \Ml"e - qarNlq. lt wu finally 

glTen owr t.o \be no ...... \be • ._. aa14s- •tbe diaaenaiona 

in t.be ott.J .-NCI tort.b tbe ltloot.• TMN waa a house ot pra1er 

1n wblob ell•....... -· tlmllr lt. -~ • plaoe or idolaters. 

There waa a bcnaae In tfblob cllaamaton ... - l\8 end was' deatruction. 

Two aagea ... lt. ln tba •- ott.7, 1111Mr1•• two judges bou•••, and 

between t.b• ..... 41aaeuloaa. 'ftaelr ead - death. 

Abba 981&1 aalda• •nftre Ht.ween ooa.rta deatro1a the 

world.• 

Abba J. Iaal B. lobwa, in tbe ~· ot Saauel t!le Small, 

aatd:- •nsa wr14 la 111111 t."9 e19bal.l ot a •n. Tbe •bite 11 

the ooeu, wblotl tlom U01IM all the laal. The black i• the 

eart.b, t.b• pupil la le..-al•. '!'be !ma&• 1n t.be pupil ts tb• 
• I (I~ 

temple, wbtob will be Nbu.tlt. apeedllJ in our days and in the daya 

or all ra ... 1. • 

· 1'r• tllai ll-. l 8"'•r 1.n u.. aoetet.r <>t t.he lH:PBe4. 
\ 

Be used tie .. , ••••er cloee ~ ••ootae.. wlt.tt the learned dou 

not ••••... to llffy 
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GROOPIJTG AS TO SUBJICT -----

Beom .. t.bera l• no attellpt. tn the t.:ractate at. unity of 

subjeet or ... 011Plng ot oontent. lt •Ollld be Japoaatble to give an 

outline or \be •ub•t.noe of .. ob obapt.er. AoconSlng to Matthew 

--"1£'tJ b tn4ebi.ed t.o the J9w1ab 9lrtt for •1ts law of 

conduct, 11bloh h toar-flftba ot 0111' otvlllaatlon. • While the 

treatta• BeNeb Bret.a la bat a part. anl a ••11 part or tbe vast 

literatUN of \he J•, which deal• wltb oon4uct, 1t embodies certain 

atti tade• ot mlnll, •rta!n lnJW'let.lona ~ bebartor, in abort. a 

aetbod ot oODlhaet. r .. laJman, Mbol&r .... aap, wbicb are tbe very 

bllotbom or OU' i•t•n-• to-d.a7. 
:-0 o.. \ a.... l'1.A I 

Tbe fo110lfln& attellpt. le to group the •xlu with reference 
/" 

to subject. 

A. CllAMOf91ftlCS OP tD SCHOLAR -
.!.£ !be MHntial qual.ltl• or tbe aobolarw are modeaty, 

meekne••• quloaaeaa, aapolt.1, to bear lDJ•tloe, to be beloved 

by all •n, gNOlo• ln the faa11J 1Dt.•1'00111"89, Judging each an 

according t-o bia 4-eda. Be •ST• ttf all tblnga 1n thl• world, I 

have no 4•1N OOltOemlng t.ta., tor tb1• wr14 1• not mine. 

Wrapped ln bia •tant., be a it.a at tbe feet ot tbe a ages. No one 

aeea an evil tblq in bta. Be aakl queatlona to the point and 

repl1•• aoeol'41~ to UM i.. • 

.lli Tbere are tUtem qualltl•• •blcb are apoken or aa 

characterlat.lca or tbe aobolar, and the•• are the7:-

He la pleuant ln entering, 

He 1• pleuant 1n leaving, 
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Be 1• p1oua ln tearing God, 

He i• •1•• in bla knowl•dp, 

Be mantteate ..... 1t1 1n bi• belleY!or, 

He aoquiNa laaa9Jetp Diil Ntal.M tt., 

He 1• det.aU.. ln ht.a ....... • 

ReadJ to belp, 

Goe• otiien to \be Y•blba, 

Aaka queat.lon.a to t.b• polat, 

Repllea aooOl'dtna to t.be i.. • 

Bear• and ~ ....... , 

Adds aaaei.blng -. to ..- ,...p-ep1a, 

Lea.ma ln o..C. t.o \e•lll, md t _. t.._ a.- ot doing good, 

Seeka Ute ._..., of U.. WlM. 

!!h Sebo1-e ooalaet t..._elftll •lt.b proprlet1 ln aoc1ety 

but tbe lpo.-at ... ,. 

IV. ftle aebolar wlll not. Ht __. drln.k wbile standing; be •111 -
not eat CNt ot U.. pl.et.•, nor llolr bU tl ... N •bll• eating. Re 1a 

not proud t~ bla uaoeSat-ee. Spw"" little, 11atta bl• 

&nJo,_.t, bl• aleep, bl• p1-\U'9a. Be aap •19a• slowly and •no• 

alowl1. 97 fo111" tblnp tbe aobol.ar ia lmown: bJ bl• purse, hla 

cup, bla ........ uat bl• 4N••• Scme 81114 alao, b1a apeeob. 

!.t Poar tbln&I ... mlleaaalac a aobolars - Be doea not go 

about. at. nl.glft s be cloee not iO out. peri'li not came 

lut t.o tbe a•$t.1ng !UNHJ llad be apeala Utt.le time 1n tbe 

aoctety or the llllterat.e. 

TI. The aoholar abould be 41acreit. ln hta eattng and drlnklng; 

in bathing and annolnttna. He abould be particular about hla 

aandala, hl• gait, bia bearing, ln hi• ezpectoration, hie speech, 



and in b 1• good deeds. Juat as a bri~e, who alwa7a lived 1n a 

quiet manner at home, when •be l .. Y•I, attNcta public attention 

and aa,as- •t.et. anrom, who imo.a anft,blng agalnat me, ccae and 

accua -·· So aboQU t.be eebolar lte, •king bluelt lnconaplcuotJS 

through ble goo4 an. and Iman bf bl• pleutng wara. Be abould 

aeal'Cb eaprlf for tnt.b anlll not for f'alaebood; PUJ'8U• boneat7 and 

no ill gotten PNPeftJ; aodee\J end not prtcle J peace and not strife ; 

be aboulcl -• tbQ eoanael of t.b9 olC 111111 not. or young aen; be 

aboul4 ... k t.be o....,.n, ot • llon Ntbel' Ulan of a wcnan. 

So maob la •a14 lD aoouaat.lon ot ~·• md tta barab, 

binding ro• ot \M L9r wbltb 01"8abe4 oat •plrltua11•~ 1 and growth, 

tbat 1 t •J M flit tn\ereat. to -lm tbe aaterlal of our treattae 

rrc:. tbta point ot •S.. Tbl trat.b of tbl matter, u bas been 

trequentlJ and ablJ atat.d, l•, that to tultlll the obllgatlon ot 

tbe Torah, wu tbe .... teat Jor of \be Jew, 11111 ln it• yoke he 

conalcler.t blmelt tralJ rree. •o peat.er NWal'd could be bl• 

tban tbat bl• ob1l4ND be~ aaatera ot the Law. 

I • l)o not. allendon tbe - that JOU a&J not be lett 

Let not. f01IJ" oanduot. be eYll, tor tb1a 1• no praise 

ot the ToNb, but t.t J0111' oaal•t. N ltlwlff• for tbua wtll it 

be tor\~ Mrlt ot t.be ao~olaN. Loft t.M Law an! do bonor to it. 

IL. ~bl• 1184 rejoloe at. all \M o-w,,..a. 

l)o not .U (the L99) a orown Wbe.,..ith to adorn tbyaelt, 

nor a hat.ohet with vbleb to o~. Learn t o reoeiTe the •ords ot 

in.et"1ct.1on •T•n In aorrow. no not aeell. tbJ reward, tor there ta 

a fitting reckoning, a r1ghteoua recompense, a promt.ae and a truth. 



• 

II 

8 

Ct l 

ltl!d 

rlJ 

., 

anou 

n 

I '1C'n 

'l'\ • 

S6. 

Love the Law and honor lt. 

Be sealoua ln the pertormanoe eTen ot an unimportant com•nd, 

tor it •1 bring tboe to 111'1 lapol'\ant one • 

.!!.L. If tbov. baat cwerlooDd the word• ot the Torah at thy 

own deetre. flmll7 lt will H tbat. tbeJ will OYerlook thee, whether 

thou ct .. lreat lt or not1 aD4 Ulen wlll 119 no reeoapenae tor thee 

ln thJ •orro.. 

Be who bM &&lned a &ood ._ poaaea ... it ror btmaelt. He 

who bU aeqalNd \be LB, ,... .... llfe ner1-t.ing. 

IV 1 Wboe99r oooa.pl" btmelt wtt.b the at11d1 or the Torah 

onl1, lt. la a -rt\ and lt la not. a ....St.a wt. if be 1144 the study 

or tbe lltetma, be wlll pln a l'ftUld. Bat nothing exceeds the 

etudy at the a-re. ln lllport.anoe. Seek the stuciy ot the IUabna 

aoomr tban t.be a..ara. (Bs.planatlon aupN) 

VIII, Wbon'er clep-ad .. bt•olt on •count or the Law will 

t1nallJ be ei...at .. uar~ lt, tor lt 1• aald:- •1f thou baat 

degraded tbJMlr tbereln ab.all thou be gplittect.• (Prov. 30S2) 

l"or wboenr- bumlllatea bl.melt on eooount ot tb• Torah •111 exalt 

bimaglf. Whoever lncN .. •• hi• wtadoa 1n tbe Torah, adds wisdom 

to wledoa - •at•• to Ula •la• 1Mt"10t.1on encl be will become yet 

wlaer.• (Prov. •'> 
WboeYer depreciat• but om .or« of t.be Law, deserves the 

punl•blle~t ot .... nteM.:ton. tor lt. la aatd: - -Secauae the word 

ot the Lord bat.h be 4eaplae4 and Rll ooanand bllt.b be broken, that 

person •ball be CNt ott.• c-. u:Sl) 

WboeYer undeM"&lue• the oomnand •i tb reference to t~e washing 

or tba b8nda will be cut orr from the world. (The story or Akiba­

supra). 
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lX. Love the house of atudy that thy children may come to 

give tbemaelvee to the atudy of the Torah. 

8• watobtUl ln the reading or the Sb'm& and the Tefilla, 

1n order tbat tboa •,e•t b• aa'YH traa Geblnnom. 

'!'be toll09111& fr• Sobeobt.er'• Aapecta of Rabbinic 

Tbeolog, .,.._ Ute ma, be tnt.e .... t.ID& 91111 pert.tnent to conclude 

tb1• obapt.ers- -Sow -loaa a 1 .. - to oaPPJ out a law, and what 

joy be telt ln tultllllng lt., •1 be ... tr• tbe following story, 

wblob pertuL1>9 tat.ea fl"Oll the tllle When t.be Law waa denounced aa 

alaTel"J' and aa t.be •tNftlt.b or aln. uool'dlng to Dent. 2-119 - " 

ebeep forgotten 1n Uw laal"Teat fS.ld belonged to the poor, the 

proprietor belq fol'ltldcl•n to go acatn and to retch it. This 

probibltlT• law WU 9alle4 •'ftl• comandment with 

regard to tarptf'ul ..... • u. WM lapNalble to fulfill it a• long 

aa one tbmapt. at 1t.. In conmot.lon wltb thl• •• read in the 

Tosetta: 'Ii. bappened to a Cbu14 (aatnt.) tbat. be forgot a sheep 

in hia field, an4 wu tbua eaabled to tulf'lll tbe comandment with 

regard t.o toi-get.tulneaa. Whereupon be bllde bl• aon go to the 

temple, and otter tor h1• a bpli\-ottertna 8114 a peace-ottering, 

wbllat. be alao e-•• ' banquet to bl• tri•nd• 1n honor or the event. 

TbeNUpon bi• eon aa14 to hla: - 'l'at.ber •hr 4oat thou rejoice in 

tb1• 0C111Denctaent more tban an7 other preacribed in the TorahT' 

Be annered tut lt wu tm 000......aoe ot the ..,.. opportanlt7 

ot aoeampllabing tbe •111 ot God, wnn u the reault of same 

oversight, which ••e4 bl• ao auob 4ellpt..• (Tosetta Peah 22 ) 
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C. 0DDAL MAXIMS C1l' OOIDUCT AID BBR&VIOR 

'!O STB&llGBE &SD l'llLLOW&.11. 

sa. 

!a If ot.beN aq •ft.hlftl nll abaut thee, let even an 

import.ant t.bl• be ln UllM .,.. ~i.. It JOU aa7 something 

evil aplnat otbele • ._ i.t n• • lnel&nlflODt. thing be 1n thJ 

a1gbt. u Sllpoa"-t, ~11 '1-l 11119t pm ... H\alned f'orglveness ot him. 

llNt.raln UlJ d9alre ltet'ON \be 4ea1N ot tn1 trlend. 

Reat.z-aln t.bJ •111 ..a the will of UlJ trlen&t, before tbe will ot God. 

Do not oa~t.• J0111' ftlend, tor- tbeN la no remedy 

ror t.hoae wbo oal.1wnlate. 

fu Let all tbJ _,. be mrked bf piet7. Love God and tear Him. 

LOYe tb7 telloworeaturee and honor them. LOTe the righteous 1 

and tbe uprlgbt and t.lloee wbo .S.lDlaier aGrreot.1on. 

Be t.oleNDt and LOY• ....,om. 

Stri•• tor t.!Mt &ood aa4 be broad ot shoulder. 

Let t.be honor ot tbJ nelgbbor be Juat aa sacred to tllee 

u thine own. -peot all aen and do not aa1 •1aball flatter this 

one that be ma7 giTe me to«\; and t.bat one that be may give me drink. 

Thia om tbat be ria1 olc;tbe •; and that one tbat be may cover me.• 

Better la it tbat thou art. or tbpelf ••..._, t.ban that through others 

thou art •roupt t.o abame. 

!Ila .Jwl&• tbJ neighbor acaord!.'1g to b1• Mrl ts, and do not 

incline tbe weight toward hla guilt. 

!..!£ On entering, tbe aan ot Nl1k prt'lceclea, on leaving, thf. 

interior precedes. ucend1ng the ~tepe, tbe greater man p.recedes, 

in descending, the interior. On entering the council, tbe man of 

rank precedes; into the prison hou3e, the interior goes first. 

One should not recline before bim •bo la great er than he. 



Wben one comes to cut a loat or bread, begin at the aide wbicb 

baked. 

One must not take a whole loat, blte a piece awaJ and place tbe 

on the table. 

When one drlnb betoN otben, let bl• turn ulde am drink. 

!!!.!. In tlbat. l• honor abowat In proYiding rood, drink, 

clothing an4 aboea, and 1n •norlQ& mid ••corllng on tbelr way, rather, 

teacher or aage. 

In what 1• reapect abawnt Wben one do.a not ocoup7 their seats, 

talk In t.'belr place, nor ooat.1'94lcrt. tbma. 

VIII. Wboever tor&t-r•• grlewmoe•, •111 bave bl• tranagreaatona 

forgiven. 

So long u -n alna, be 1• afraid or aen; but aa long as man does 

aln, men will have tear ot bla. 

It l• unaea\11 tor one t.o nt bet ore bla lnvl ted guest; 1 t ls 

un11eeal7 tor a guest to bring another wttb bl.II; it la worse to 

eat before a learned ll&ll. Th• aoct 1-proper ot all tbese la when one 

trouble• anptfier. 

JX, Bate bla no prat•o• tbM, tbat thou 11&J••t not lessen 

t by wladam. 

Loft bumllitf, lcn-e tbe poor, l ove tbe bouae ot atw:t7, love 

t he bouae or pr&)'8r. 

Be glad in tbe auttertng• tbat ba~• coae upon thee, because 

t.he1 bave aaved thee tram Oeblnnorn. ill nil and trouble are looked 

ae agents tn tbe plan ot Goel to •ould and perteot cba~oter. 

It thou dost ••• tb1 triend bath became poor and his hand 

f ailetb, do not turn him away eaptJbarded, ln order that thou mayest 

be saved from every evil, aa it ia •aid:- •Kccl6 . a5 - whoaoever 
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keepeth the commandments will experience no evil thing.• 

Ir thou thyself baat tallen, God will litt thee up, but it thou 

hast aggnuld.i&ed tb7ael~ aboYe th7 neighbor, Ood •ill bring tbee down. 

'l'o oooatl"llot a tbeolou or a •1•t- ot et.b.io• f'rOll t.be vast 

11 terat.ure or t.be Ta>•ad;. •t~...ah, trac the rtcb atreaaa ot Ra&ada 

and Ralacba, ao tilled to oYertlowlng •ltb ~l\lllbed depths ot 

material, to bring some order mat ot tbe cbaoa or wisdom, law, theology, 

et.blca, pbiloaopbf, aolenoe, rellglon, - out ot all the claah1nga or 

individual opinion, t.be opposite deolaione or authorit ies, t o choose 

from this plc~ure ot multltold oolor and aba.,., tbe high lights, tbe 

predominant. t one•, and mould Uwa lnto aoM s7st ematlc presentation 

or the autbor1t.ative etbloal viewpoint o.t Rabblnloal theology, ls ~ 

might)' problem, •blob ... but ln recent 79ars been attempted. Many 

at tempts baTe be• .-de. Scbeobt.er' • work baa been admirable. But 

' ' after all be ba8 &lnn onl7 unou. It rema1ne4 for Kobler, with 

bis enc7clopee4lo IJ'98P or the eniire Rabb1DJ.c literature , with his 

pbiloaopblc lntuit.lon, t.o gin t.be ttrat apte•tlc presentat i on or 

the t.beolo11 and etbioal a7at .. ot t.be Rabbis. It l a be who first 

.. rked OTer tbe en4leaal7 caa ..... mua or material, chose therefrom 

tbe salient. Ylewpoint.a, and P•• an autbol'i tat.iv• and ayatell'atic 

preaentation or Rabbtnlo thought.. Bv.t 2ore t.han t hia, on t he baste 

of the old, tbe new wu given tound.ation. L!berw.l Jewiab theologi oal 

and ethloal thought 1• Wlder laat1og obl1&at.1on t.o t '1at aobolar whose 

double taak wu to create order out or cbao8, and tb9n to build upon 

it, preserving •1th it our bistorloal conttnultJ, tbe viewpoint ot 

liberal Judala. But it i• only tbe giant mlnd t bat can accomplish 

such th ings. We , who are bis disciples , can but follow l n our hucble 
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••1 the path ho bas bl9Jed. 
aJl\.We 

A.ppl7ing to thl1 trecta~ t.he general ••l- ot Kobler, we 

!ind that •••n 1n it.a lialted eoope !t ellbo41ea •••enttall1 the 

aame ••alt.anacbauung.• 

There ia \broupout., the ••••• tlrat, ot a God who la at 

the apes of tblQP u4 Who•• i.ate prtaotple 1n goY•rning t.be 

un1vera• 1• Jut. toe • 

.!!.t Do not. •••k th7 l"9Wal"'cl tor the ... ta a tit.ting reckoning, 

a rlgbt•~"-~ recompenae, a proml•• and t.rutb. 

IV, Let t.beae •1 word• be on tb7 heart.: •1now whence thou 

hast come and wb1tber thou wilt 10, and before Wbcn t.bou wilt in the 

tuture have to reader an account. tn JQdamnt. • An4 turtber: "!"ear 

the tribunal ot earth, though tb7 wttoe•• lo.e mooe7. Pear 

however aore, the t>tvln• judgment., tor there thou •11 t have witnesses 

wbo will teetit'J apinat tbH. Beald•• Nmember that every hour a 

voice calla out to th•• 'It thou wilt tllltlll •1 word wltb pleasure, 

mJ legion or angel.a will COllW to 11"9et Uaee, an4 even I m7selt will 

come to •Mt. thee and welca.e thee '•ecme ln peace.'• Tbls is brought 

out at.rongl7 1n the .aallla ot t.be ~~ o•p\•rs-

11leep tar trcm -.er, leat !tJ betac ancr1 at others thou dos t 

add to tb7 •ln. 
Low bla who 8daon1•be• thee tbat t.bou •1eat edd t o thy 

wisdom. 

late bla that pr&l••• thee t.hll t thou •,..at not lessen tby 

wia4om. 

LOT• the poor that tb7 cb114Nn •1 not ooae t o thi• rat e. 

It thou baat troubled tb7 reet tor the poor and tor tbe 

0011UM,.,11Htnta, tbe1e words may be said or thee: •Blessed •halt thou 
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b$ i n t h1 c omi ng and thy going. 

It t nou eeeat a poor man rd1ing, ata7 •1th blm till tbou bast 

buried him, ao that tb7 time to die aball oome in peace and thou 

mayest rest. 

It thou tbJ••lr baat fallen, Ood •111 lltt tb .. up, but it 

thou bast aggrandised tb1aelt above thJ neighbor, Ood will bring 

thee down.• 

TbeN ta a 1>1Ttne Ju.tlce 1n all t.blqp. BTen .. God's t1rst 

relation wltb man 1• ba9ed on justice, ao man'• r-elat.lon to bis 

fellow, wi l l be governed bJ the same prlDclple. 

Arter tbl• primaey pr1no1ple, theN fol lows tbe law o~ kindness. 
~ 

Through the tractate there 1• r•pet.ltlon or the *'love, 11 l\ ~ t -

thought and consideration tor 0 1tbera - ra111. t'rier.da, t'ellow-

creature•. 

!.:. lteatraln thJ desire before the dealre or t h7 !riend. 

lli LOT• tellow creatures and honor t hem. Be tolerant and 

lGYe enrJone. Be ••k and gen.tle ot speeoh. B• obl iging to great 

men and gracloua to JOQ.QI •n. Let tbe honor o~ th7 f riend b y just 

as sacred to th•• .. thine own. 

ill.!. Judge t.h7 neighbor aooordl114 to bl• •rlta and do not 

lncllne t.be weight at bi.a guilt. 

And throu.ghout chapter nine, the dutie• t o o thers are emphasized. 

Ptnan ,7 the T1rt.ue of ~1lllt1 : -

I. Be l i ke a lower tbresbbold upon Which wnr 1one treads and 

..!I!.:. as a nail fixed ao t ,bat eve170ne •1 hang on 1 t. 

111:. I !' thou bast done mu.oh good , le t i t. be 1n tby •igbt but 

li ttle. 
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It others have wronged thee greatl7, consider it am&Ll and 1a7:­

•Less than I deserve have I aUfferied; ls it not that I deserve even mare? 

!.!_ The adornment of learniqg is wisdom; ot •iadom is modesty; the 

adornment of modesty la rear or God; ot fear of God 1• ful.1'1lllng His 

commandments. The adornment of tultllltng God'• cca•ndmenta la humility. 

Around these as the center, there may be placecl all the -virtues, 

content, temperance, resignation, 'boneat1, trutb1'ulneae, eto., all of 

which aria refterred to or mentioned bJ tnterence in the tractate. 

In Chapter IX are several ret·eriencea to peace, u if th& t were 

the end to be aought. ltven wben Iarael woNblpped ldola, because they 

were at peace among themael..-es, tbe Scbeohlnab bad to auapend judgment. 

Abba Saul said :- •strife between courts, destroys the world.• 

Then rollows as a beautiful c:oncluaion the words or Abba Issi B. 

Johanan:- •The world ts like the eyeball of a man. The white is the 

ocean, •hioh flows arcUDd all the land. The black ta th~ earth; the 

pupil 18 Jerusalem. The 1-.ge i?Jl the pupil 1a the temple, whiob will 

be rebuilt apeec111J in our daya arnd in the daya or all Isriael - Amen.• 

That 1a to aay, Iarael, tbe p1eople, and Israel's religion are the 

hope ot the world. It 1• through them tbat God' a Law and Providence 

are to be made known, and it 1• tbi.rough tbem tbat peace is to come. 

Here tben, in our 1.ractate, • '• t1n4 the oentral core of Jewish 

thought and uplration. !ndeed 1t may well be studied to-day with profit 

and inspiration not onl7 b7 him •h.oae heart reapoDda with pride to any 

high expreaaion of Isriael 'a ideal.a, but alao bJ hla •ho, not know~ 

them, JDQJ be led to talse conclualona regarding the ldeal• or tbe Jew 

and Judaism. 

168fi I !J 
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