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DIGEST

tury.

Moses ibn Ezra reports in his Shirat Yisrael that Samuel

Ben Kohelet, Ben

Until the late 19th century we

Ezra unduly influenced the critical appreciation of Samuel

Hanagid’s poetry.
In the 18 70's Abraham Elijah Harkavy discovered a number

work entitled Zikkaron La-
Rishonim (1879). This was the first step in the critical

reevaluation of Samuel's role in medieval Jewish poetry.

The culmination of this reevaluation was reached in 1934

attributed to Samuel.
critical edition of BenIn 1966 Dov Yarden published a

Tehillim.

only knew the poetry of Samuel from a few fragments of Ben 

Mishlei and a single phrase taken out of context from ibn

when David Sassoon published the newly discovered Diwa

Samuel Hanagid, containing the majority of all three volumes

Harkavy published these in a

Samuel Hanagid (933-1056), the great Jewish statesman 

and military leader, was also one of the greatest medieval 

Jewish poets, a fact not truly appreciated until this cen-

of previously unpublished poems from Samuel's Ben Tehillim.

was the author of three books of poetry: 

Mishle, and Ben Tephillim.



The original contribution of this thesis will be the
translation into English of a substantial body and genre of

Statesman, Talmudist, poet and general; Samuel Hanagid
was sui generis. An examination and analysis of his war
poetry will reveal a few of those many sides.

|i

I

Samuel's works, the "War Poems".
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CHAPTER I
HISTORY OF SAMUEL HANAGID

And in the history
can compare with Samuel Hanagidone

(993-1056). When he died in 1056 an Arab contemporary,
Ibn Hayyan, wrote of him

*

1

of the astronomers..
geometry and logics, 
crushed his opponents.
little .... although he thought much.l

of the Jew of Spain no

ibn Nagrela and his family roots were deep in Spain and in

no group like the Jews of Moslem Spain.

His full name was Abu-Ibrahim Samuel ben Yosef Halevi

This accursed Jew was in himself one of 
the most perfect men, although God had denied 
him his guidance. He excelled in learning, 
endurance, intelligence and wit, charm of char
acter, perseverance, astuteness, cunning, self
control and natural courtesy. He knew how to 
act according to the requirements of the moment, 
how to flatter his enemies and remove suspicion 
from their heart by his fine manners. What an 
uncommon man! He wrote with two pens [i.e. 
Arabic and Hebrew] and cultivated two fields of 
learning [the Arabic and the Jewish]. He was 
passionately interested in the Arabic language, 
explored it, studied the literature written in 
this language and investigated its roots [i.e. 
analyzed its grammar]. His hand and his tongue 
mastered it quite freely, and he used to write 
in Arabic in his own name and on behalf of his 
king, applying if necessary Moslem invocations 
to God and his prophets. He exalted Islam and 
enlarged on its advantages, so that his letters 
sounded like propaganda for that faith. He was 
also proficient in the learning of the ancient 
[the Greeks], in the various branches of mathe
matics, and his lore of astronomy surpassed that

He also knew all about 
His consummate debating
As he was wise, he spoke

In the history of the Galut (Diaspora) there has been
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both Moslem and Jewish culture. Born in 993 in Cordoba,
Samuel received the best education that could be acquired
in his day.

a solid background in both Hebrew and Moslem religious
works. His extensive background in Islamic theology
"indicates a remarkable adaptation to his environment.
The notable contrast which was to mark the life of the
Nagid as a result of adaptation to his environment on the

hand and of his loyalty to Jewish tradition on theone
other, also was revealed in his Hebrew studies and crea-

In addition to his immersion in Arabic culture Samuel
was educated at the Talmudic academy established by Hasdai
ibn Shaprut.
Samuel became the recognized spiritual leader and chief
rabbi of the Jewish community in Spain. Ten years later
Rav Hai, the last great Gaon in Babylonia, died. With the
closing of the academy in Sura in 1034 and the academy in

supervision, became the centers of Jewish knowledge.
Samuel was prolific in all areas of Jewish knowledge.

the Jewish world. His writings also include a halakhic work

ary, Kitab al-Itighua (Sefer HaOsher), which consists of

2 tive work."

He is reported to have written an introduction to the Tal-

Pumbeditha in 1040 the academies in the West, under Samuel's

His studies included all of the sciences, as well as

mud, called Mevo HaTalmud, which was widely accepted in

His scholarship was notable, for in 1027

called Hilkhata Gibarvata, and a Biblical diction-
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twenty-two parts.
In 1013,

Little is known of this period in his lifeflee Cordoba.
and what we do know is questionable information provided
by Ibn Daud in his chronicle, Sefer HaKaballah. Accord
ing to Ibn Daud, Samuel settled in Malaga, where he met the

According to the chronicle,vizier of Granada, Ibn Al'Arif.
Samuel was engaged to write letters by a servant of the

the Arabs, brought him to the attention of Ibn Al'Arif.
took Samuel under his wing and utilizedThe vizier, then,

his services as an advisor on state affairs.
Ibn Al'Arif is said to have told the king that he

owed all his successes to his Jewish advisor and he recom
mended that King Habbus appoint Samuel to his position,
after his death.

Of that much, we are certain.of Granada,

tion of power, has fairy tale elements and perhaps should
It is much more likely thatnot be taken too literally.

before his appointment Samuel had acquired considerableeven
tax collectorfinancier and probably served

It was probably this considerable wealthamong the Jews.
and service to the State, rather than the more dramatic

a Moslem state.

as awealth as a

The rest of the account, the rise of an unknown to a posi-

during a Berber siege, Samuel was forced to

Habbus did, in fact, appoint the Jew Samuel as vizier

deathbed scene described by Ibn Daud, that brought Samuel
3 to King Habus's attention.

vizier. Samuel's excellent caligraphy, a skill admired by
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Nevertheles s, Samuel's accession to vizier (i.e.

Prime Minister) is remarkable, for he was a Jew working for
a Moslem monarch and governing in the king’s stead over
other Moslems.

Schirmann expresses amazement at the Nagid's rise to
power in a Moslem state.

with a vision.
angels came to him to tell him of his mission.

He seems to have believed,These lines are no metaphor.
quite literally, that he had been singled out by God for

Samuel onceTo the Arab theologian, Ibn Hazm,greatness.
"The sceptre shall not depart fromquoted Genesis 49:10,

nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, untilJudah,

He interpreted the linepeoples be."
refer to himself!

He certainly had none of the self effacement common to
Jews of the Diaspora.
abilities and position that he felt

You sent to your servant- when he was a boy lying 
upon his bed angels to portend to me in your 
manifold goodness.

They sat across from me and Michael said,
'God, who will plead your cause, has said, 

that when you pass through dangerous waters, 
I will be with you...'

When you go through fire, you shall not be burned.
I will order the flame never to burn you..." (Poem #1)

The Nagid must have had to no small degree the 
temperament of a gambler and an adventurer. 
What, besides an urge for action, vanity and a 
craving for power could have driven him to ven
ture upon the dangerous road of state service?4

a man

no compunction from
He was a man so confident of his

"until Shiloh come" to

He was, one may say without fear of hyperbole,

men come to Shiloh, and unto him shall the obedience of the

In one poem he describes how, in a vision,
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writing a polemic against the Quran.- One can imagine that
it was not greeted with kindness by his Arab contemporaries.

"There was in him" writes Schirmann,
humility and the repressed passions of a galut Jew.

then, we must take into account that his rootsBut,
were sunk deeply in rich Spanish soil. The Jewish community
of Moslem Spain has no parallel with other Diaspora communi
ties . In other countries Jews often defended themselves
when attacked. But in Spain there was frequent military
cooperation between Jews and Moslem conquerors. It was not
uncommon for the sword to hang at the side of a Spanish Jew.

Ashtor wonders whether this trait was acquired through
a kind of cultural osmosis, exposure to the warlike inhabi
tants of the Iberian peninsula. Perhaps it was, as well,
their attachment to the soil. As farmers and villagers,
rather than city dwellers, the Jews of Spain had frequent
occasion to resort to arms to defend their land and crops.

"no trace of the
..5

But there were added reasons for the dif
ference between the Jews of Spain and those of 
other lands, one being that Spanish Jews were 
not a stratum of foreign colonists but an indige
nous element that adopted the customs of the 
other inhabitants of the land and lived according 
to their ways. An even more significant factor 
was their mode of life and their economic status. 
Many of the Jews of Spain were villagers whose 
livelihood depended upon agriculture and who, of 
necessity, had to defend their lives and property 
by force. There were also among them many crafts
men who earned their livelihood by the work of 
their hands. In other words, the character of the 
inhabitants of the land of which the Jews were an 
indigenous element, on the one hand, and their 
social structure, on the other, crystallized the 
warlike trait of the Jews of Spain. Thus a type 
of Jew who was singular in the history of Israel
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this rose Samuel Hanagid.
It is no surprise, then, that out of people such as

in the Diaspora was created. Whereas the Jews 
in most lands in the Moslem East and Christian 
Europe were a minority, tolerated, persecuted, 
and helpless, the Jews of the Iberian peninsula 
were proud and courageous, ready to draw the 
sword and seize the spear, to be on close terms 
with kings and nobles of the land. Such were the 
Jews of Spain for hundreds of years, and such 
were they when the Moslems invaded this land and 
conquered it.



CHAPTER II
THE BATTLES

general. Surrounded by hostile Berber and Slav states,
Granada was often at war. Between the years 1038 and 1056
there were only two years during which Samuel was free from
waging war. According to the Diwan (anthology) of Samuel
Hanagid the battles began in 1038, the year of the acces-

Badis.
Arab historians don't explicitly tell us about the

Nagid's victories. It is easy to understand their reluc
tance to publicize the victories of a Jewish general over
Moslem armies.
paigns come almost entirely from his poetry.

status as vizier and general was sure toSamuel's
earn him enemies who could barely stand the ignominy of

Samuel, much to their consternation,losing to a Jew. saw
his victories as victories of and for the Jewish community
in Moslem Spain.

7

I

The victories of the Nagid spelled success 
for the Jewish people as a whole and his war 
poems meant much more than mere descriptions 
of personally sustained dangers and subse
quent joy. Sometimes a victory seemed to him 
so important that he wished to have it cele
brated as a popular feast, a new Purim.'

Samuel was not only Badis' vizier, but also his

Therefore, the details of Samuel's cam-

sion of Habbus' son,
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battle, occasionally shows some disgust with warfare. But
he far more frequently shows his love of battle and of its

He took great pride in his military accomplish-pageantry.
ments and had little sympathy for his vanquished foes.

The Nagid sent the poetic accounts of his battles
It is from

this collection that we learn the details of the military
campaigns.

The campaigns represent the constantly shifting alli
ances of the vassal states. The larger conflict, however,
appears to have been between the two largest states of
southern Spain, Granada with Badis as its king and Seville,
ruled by Mu'tatid.

tion (like Samuel himself?) of cultured poet and ruthless
He wrote lovely poems about flowers and had a largesoldier.

garden- in which the flowerpots were made of human skulls.
The skulls of his worst enemies were kept in a chest. Pre
sumably, he like to open the chest and gloat over their
demise.

His followers declared that his struggle against
since SamuelGranada was actually a war against the Jews,

"Your sword has raged against awas at the helm of state.

wrote one of Mu’tatid*s admirers.
The wars of Samuel Hanagid were waged only in the

people which has confessed Judaism although it calls itself 
oBerber,"

Samuel’s poetry, written in camp before or after a

back to his son, Joseph, who compiled them.

Mu'tatid, Samuel's enemy, was that strange combina-
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because of weather conditions. They were primitivesummer,

affairs, when the death of dozens- not hundred or thousands-
would determine a victory. They were fought in the midst
of inhospitable Andalusian terrain, a ground broken up by
rocky fields and deep chasms.

The first of the wars that Samuel participated in,
described also in Arabic sources, was fought against Almeria.
The army of Almeria was commanded by the Slav eunuch, Zuhair.
The vizier of Almeria was Ibn Abbas, an Arab who hated the
Berbers of Granada and their Jewish vizier.

When Samuel’s first patron-king, was aliveHabbus,
Ibn Abbas had circulated canards against Samuel. Habbus
did not respond by removing the Jewish vizier, as Ibn Abbas
had hoped. ascended the throne

He petitioned Badis toIbn Abbas had cause to hope again.

rule over Moslems. Badis’ refusal and scorn for Ibn Abbas
the opening salvo of the war between Granada andwas

Almeria.
On a hot August morning in 1038 the troops of Badis

occupied the mountain passes of Sierra Nevada, at the vill-
They fell upon the troops of Zuhair theage of Alfuente.

His troops wereeunuch-general, who was slain in battle.
slain in battle or killed when they fell in thecaptured,

steep passes.
The Granadan army moved on and advanced into enemy

territory (Alfuente borders Granada) and laid siege to its

dismiss Samuel, since a Jew was forbidden by Islamic law to

When Habbus’ son, Badis,
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cities, returning heavy with booty. The Nagid had the
satisfaction of returning home with one particular prize,
his enemy, Ibn Abbas. He was held prisoner for six weeks
until Badis finally killed him.

(poem #2), "I saw my longing fulfilled on the person of my
enemy / and my revenge on his cursed soul." Ever modest,
Samuel proclaimed the death of his enemy a new Purim and
encouraged his fellow Jews to celebrate it as such!

The forces were evenly matched in the battle of Al-
fuente. But it was not to be so in 1040, when the forces of
the Nagid faced the army of Seville, led by Isma’il Ibn

We are told in Samuel's Tehilla (poem #4) that theAbbad.
more powerful army of Seville pursued the army of Granada
along the river Sengil. Samuel's troops were forced to en
gage in battle along the river and Samuel turned towards

reminding God of the Zkhut avot, the merit of theheaven,
forefathers.

"miracle”With the Patriarchs as his intercessors a
Like some Hollywood cowboy epic, friendly troopsoccurred.

The battlefrom Malaga arrived and rescued Samuel's troops.
Samuel was convinced that God hadwas over before Sukkot.

so that hefavored him with a victory prior to the holiday,
a festi-would not have to fight during (and thereby profane)

val.
In 1042, two years after the battle against Seville,

the Nagid faced another challenge in which he thought his

Concerning this event, Samuel writes in his Shira
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life might end. The fortress of Lorca came under siege by
the armies of eastern Spanish princes and the army of Granada
was enlisted to aid beseiged Lorca.

The night before the battle Samuel wrote to his seven
year old son a poetic last will and testament. In it, he
expressed the fear that he might die the next day. The
Granadans attacked the following day and instead of dying,
Samuel marched victoriously into Lorca. He appended a song
of victory to his poem of the night before and sent it to
his son by carrier pigeon.

There were other times when the Nagid was to crawl out,
In 1045 he was ambushed

by raiders near Jaen. He jumped into a river so deep that
his pursuers didn’t have the courage to follow him.

The detailsThere was a similar episode in 1049.
are not clear, but Samuel apparently was captured by an enemy
band and was about to be killed when rescuers appeared. It is
little wonder the man felt his life was charmed.

In the autumn of 1053 there was an exhausting series
of campaigns against a coalition of western Berber states,

The Nagid returned to Granada
after the campaign to rest and address

The prayer was answered in the only way that an ironic
The coalition approachedand inscrutable God knows how.

cause.
than to join forces against Samuel.

a prayer to God.
Ronda, Moron, and Arcos.

Mu'tatid, however, had

Samuel's arch-enemy, Mu'tatid of Seville, to make common

unscathed, from the jaws of death.

Nothing would have been more natural, it seems,
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other plans. When the unsuspecting Berber princes inarched
into Seville he robbed them and had them thrown into pri-

according to one ArabicLater,son.
them killed by turning up the heat in a bath house where
they were imprisoned.

Samuel, of course, saw the hand of fate in all this.
If his own enemies couldn't get together to kill him, who
can blame him for thinking that he led a charmed life?

By the age of 61, though, Samuel was exhausted from
a long life of intrigue and military campaigns. In 1054 he

The following year saw more campaigns.Granada. The general
who was also poet and Talmudic scholar continued to march
through the mountains of Andalusia. A few months after the
campaign ended, in 1056, he died. He had worn many crowns
in his life; the crowns of statecraft, military victory,
Torah, loving father, writer.

*Schurmann, 125 cf footnote 94.P-

conducted a victorious campaign, but returned, weakened, to

source* Mu'tatid had
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CHAPTER III
SAMUEL, THE WRITER

Samuel Hanagid was one of the earliest secular
fact not truly appreciated until this cen-

The RaVad (R. Abraham Ibn Daud) had written in his
Sefer HaKabbalah that "in the days of Hasdai the Jewish

voice already resounded loudly.
In his Arabic work on poetry (called in Hebrew Shirat

Yisrael) Moses ibn Ezra had written favorably about Samuel's
But until recent times very little of the actualpoetry.

poetry seemed to have survived. A single phrase, "cold as
the snows of Hermon or a song of Samuel the Levite," taken
out of context from Ibn Ezra, unduly influenced the critical

In fact, the phrase appearsappreciation of Samuel's poetry.
in version of Ibn Gabirol's Diwan with a completely different

In the 1870's Abraham Elijah Harkavy discovered
ber of previously unpublished poems from Samuel's Ben Tehil-

Harkavy published these in a work entitled Zikkaronlim.
This was the first step in the criticalLaRishonim (18 79) .

reevaluation of Samuel's role in medieval Jewish poetry.
13

poets had barely begun to chirp, but in Samuel's time their
,.10

a num-
a song of Samuel the Levite.

Hebrew poets, a
9 tury.

thrust: "and its waters are like the snows of Schnir or like
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The culmination of this reevaluation was reached in

1934, when David Sassoon published the newly discovered
Diwan of Samuel Hanagid. The Diwan contains the first
publication of Ben Kohelet,
attributed to Samuel, totalling 1742 poems.

proper conduct.
and cold pedantic verses.

Samuel wrote numerous love songs and drinking songs,
in imitation of the Spanish-Arabic poets, but, as Zinberg

"the best and most original elements of Samuelwrites,

Samuel's war poetry
marks the first appearance of such poetry in Hebrew since

It is striking to hear, as had not been heardthe Bible.
invocation to the God of War.

They areThese are no ethereal or "spiritual" poems.
they "areAt times,earthy, fully of the spirit of combat.

saturated with fiery enthusiasm, with the flame of powerful
the odor of blood is to be smelled inAt times,

as well as numerous other poems

separate two line verses, which are maxims on ethics and

feeling, 
them."14

for centuries, an

Zinberg describes these poems as "clever
..12

One collection, called Ben Mishle, is written in

Hanagid’s literary legacy are the triumphant war poems
13 that he wrote on the battlefield."
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CHAPTER IV
SOURCES AND IMAGERY IN "THE WAR POEMS"

It is only natural that the Nagid would utilize the
Jewish source par excellence, the TaNaK, for his poetry.
He weaves quotes or paraphrases of Biblical sources into
the tapestry of his poems, a common practice among medieval
Jewish poets.

What is notable, though, is the Nagid's predilec
tion to use Biblical imagery and proper names in his work.
Much as the midrash identifies Esau and Edom with Rome,
the Nagid refers to his contemporary enemies "Amalek"as

In Song #2 he recounts how Ibn Abbas "gatheredand
his soldiers/ Amalek and Edom and the sons of Keturan."

Amalek (Exodus 17) is, of course, the prototypical
He represents the irrational hatred ofenemy of the Jews.

the Jews that has been such a prominent feature of Jewish
history. the Nagid can use him as a symbol,As such, a
kind of shorthand for sonei-Yisrael, that will summon up
for his Jewish readers associations that extend from Esau

to the contemporary scene in Spain.

Imagery (and metaphor) will constantly refer back to
15

"Edom".

The memory of Amalek was extinguished from Spain,' 
their armies cut off and their dominion destroyed.

(Song #2)

a descendant)(a progenitor) to Amalek to Haman (supposedly
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Biblical sources. For Samuel, the enemy "dressed in a gar
ment of anger and stalked off/ like on the day when Pharaoh
and his troops were drowned." (Song #4)

Samuel will compare his military victory with Abram’s
over Pharaoh

(Ex. 11:4) and Joshua's military campaigns (Joshua 10:13,
see #4).

Imploring God to destroy his enemy, he reminds Him
that "You are able to control (the earth). You can open its
mouth like on the day of Korah." (Song #16)

Biblical (and Rabbinic) theme that the Nagid calls upon,
"Remember for me, instead, the merit of Isaac, Abraham,
and Sarah." (#2) In a view similar to that of the Christ
ians towards the saints, the Patriarchs are seen as inter
cessors with heaven. "The Patriarchs implore the mighty
God on my behalf with vows and supplications." (#4)

The sacrificial cult, the source of much discussion
from Mishna to Mishne Torah, also appears in the war poetry

If God will restore Zion, the Nagid proof Samuel Hanagid.
(God) a sacrifice and offermises, then he "will bring to

(#25)lambs to build upon (his) altar."
In spite of the fact that the cult had been inopera-

The image of the cultfor those immersed in Jewish sources.
could be utilized poetically because it still resonated in

Samuel describes how the sufferingsthe Jewish unconscious.

over the four kings (Genesis 14:15) and Moses’

The z’khut avot, the merit of the ancestors, is another

tive for a thousand years, the image was still a potent one
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mixed with oil." (#23)

transmission of the Torah. The poem goes into great length
and detail on the disputes that surrounded the oral law and
its ultimate codification in the Mishna.

Another great theme of Jewish history and literature
is Shivat Tzion, the return to Zion. Although this theme
is not as prominent in Samuel's work as in the work of
Judah Halevi, it is nonetheless represented in a few
poems.

(#9)
He writes that he will hope until he dies "to see the

ingathering of the exiles... for standing in the Temple
court is better and more pleasant than ruling over all

In fact, much of Song #25 is a plea for(#25)creatures."
return from Exile ("I am like the impure dead dwelling out
side of Zion.") and a romanticization of the Temple cult

sacrifice and offer lambs and

build upon your altar.").
the poet's anger over the exile of Zion.

("Then I will bring to you a

a history and explication of the shalshelet hakabbalah, the

When I saw, with my inner eye, the sanctuary 
a heap and the center stone swallowed up 
by rocks

I wept bitterly with fearful eyes 
and I moaned with an angry heart, 
as if it had been pierced by the enemy's sword. 
0 God, will you raise up the daughter of Eden 
forever- who lives above the stars, while the 
daughter of Zion 

is sunk in the heart of the sea?

of the heart were "as fragrant as...the grain offering

Song #31, as well, describes the

The Nagid has also dedicated an entire poem (#27) to



18
Samuel repeats certain other images throughout his

He is particularly fond of the image of himselfpoetry.

It is this ability, to pass through fire and water, in which
lies "the extent of (his) honor" (#7) and which derives
from the promise which Samuel received from the angels,
Michael and Gabriel (#1).

the Nagid's poetry. Ibn Abbas, who composes lies against

untrue reports (#2). He implores God to destroy Ibn Abbas
as he destroyed Sisera (#2).

the war poetry contains references and de-Of course,
scriptions of battle. He describes the battle war and the
tactics of the battle against Ibn Abbad (#4).

He stood

well as Crane or Remarque have done in prose.

into the midst of
(#4)

They stood at the lip of the river, 
facing them like the rock of the day 
river overflows.

They stood ready for battle, 
giving voice to mighty shouts, like flutes.

It would be inapt to compare thme to the late 
Agav's men, nor compare their weapons.

Agav's soldiers were considered like women.
These were real men.
When they rode they were quick like wild asses.
When they went on foot they were like gazelles 

or antelopes.
They were dressed in royal garments of flawless 

embroidery with garlands upon their heads.

When I pass, each year, through the heart of 
the seas will they be turned into paved 
roads?

And when I walk, each year, 
fire will its flame be changed into dew.

Biblical imagery, as discussed above, runs throughout

passing, unscathed, through fire and water.

Samuel, is like the spies who returned from Canaan with

He describes the carnage of battle in poetic form as
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a

The Nagid, as a professional soldier,
stomach" for the landscape of violence that is left behind
after the battle.

Violence and death are the natural byproducts of war
and the Nagid does not shy away from this, nor is he self-

"I will re-conscious that the purpose of war is victory.
joice at the death of my enemies," he writes in Song #6,
"whether in their homes or on the battlefield." The

details of warfare,
to the realism of the Nagid's poetry.

By day the heavens boomed with the clamor of 
horses, the earth shook and quaked because 
of their movements.

The princes dressed in red linen, made red by 
arrows and the proud assembly was reddened 
with blood.

In one place I saw a throng break through, 
hurling stones.

And elsewhere I heard victorious shouts and 
trumpets.

We rose and climbed to its top on a ladder of 
vows and flying arrows which wearied the 
soft heart.

We made a road of their gates for all who 
would pillage

We came into their courtyards as one enters 
broken city.

We placed mounds of dirt colored by their 
blood and fissured earth with the corpses 
of their princes.

(Where) you walked your foot trod upon a body 
or a skull and the cry of the wounded fell 
upon your ears. (#9)

had a "strong

although they are gruesome to us, add

We abandoned them for the hyenas in the wilderness, 
the snakes, the leopards and the pigs.

And we left them lying around on rocks, leaning 
on thorns and briars.

We gave their flesh to the vultures as a present, 
we made them a gift to the lion and the wolf.

We sated them with blood,
but not the blood of a wounded animal,
and a great deal of flesh,
but not from a dish. (#2)
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Come let us cause your wives to cry in silence 

and. make (the women) rubbed bare and chafed 
in the midst of your tents.

Until (the eagle) prince of birds and the (lion) 
prince of wild animals

declare that every (animal that dwells in the 
wilderness and (bird) that flies

should come to drink the blood of the soldiers' 
bodies,

with head wounds or cut by the sword,
to place the soldiers, who made the worms their 

covering, in the ground like dung and garbage, 
To give pieces of flesh, not the flesh of sheep, 

to every bird in every nest and to every lion 
in every pit. (31)



CHAPTER V
THEMES

VictoryI.

significant theme in the war poetry. Victory for the
Nagid and his army will signify not only God's existence,
but his election of Israel, humble though it is:

Victory comes as
to God and his Torah.

(#2)
Many of the poems contain thanksgivings or songs of victory.
Song #5 is entirely a song of victory over Ibn Abbas.

Trust in GodII.

Trust in God is another prominent theme of the poems,
since it is this trust which pays off in victory. "Some

trust chariots or horse, but (God) did for me/ what he did
The military victory(#16)for the pious and great ones."

21

I realized my desire for my enemy 
and my vengeance against his cursed soul, 
because I seized the Testimony of God, 
whose value is worth more than anything to me.

You angels, even you stars and shining sun, 
draw near and wage war against them, 
that the assembly of mighty nations may say 
there is One who looks after the humbled 

scattered lambs. (#2)
a result of Samuel's faithfulness

Victory, the ostensible raison d'etre of war, is a
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God of Israel insures the victory.

(#2)
In the vision which Samuel reports having, in which he
speaks with the angels, he receives assurances of divine
protection. Samuel's confidence in that protection, as
well as his own abilities, form a major theme of his life
and literary work. It is this trust in God that inspired
the lines for which this thesis is named:

(#1)I rely on your sword.

RetributionIII.

For Samuel, the theme of retribution and divine justice
is a prominent one. Believing that he was under the protec-

Since God is Samuel's protector, he implores Him to dig for
(#6) Samuel,

retribution whenever those enemies were defeated.

(#25)

These are the tidings which I uphold like a 
sword in hand.

When I see swords,

And all who roar like lions on a day of mis
fortune , 

against them lions will roar on that day!

his enemy "a pit like he dug (for others)."

then, underscores the existence of God and trust in the

whose life was burdened with enemies, saw the hand of divine

When God is with me, should I be afraid?
For there is a Redeemer and one who avenges 

the blood of the poor,
one who repays and a reward for the Torah.

tion of God, he saw the defeat of his enemies as his
<L

hashg'hah pratit, individual providence.
A
Those who sought to capture us were themselves 

captured
and those who intended to devour us were them

selves devoured. (#4)
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IV.

Cast into danger every time he entered battle,
Samuel naturally began to contemplate the vicissitudes of
fate. He was not merely a soldier, a technician who did
a good job at warfare.
lized that death could come to him at any time.

Each time he went into battle he would remark on the
attitude toward death of the soldiers.

(#2)
There on the battlefield he was to see countless young men

"Each one hurried to a sword and ransacrifice themselves.
(#4, cf. #31)to death/ with a willing and happy heart."

Death becomes personified in several of the poems (#4, #25).
With death all around him, the Nagid realized that

"The end comeseven he was not immune to its cold touch.

In the war poems he directly confronts his own impend

ing finitude.
(From the time that) white hair which became 

numerous and great as sand appeared on my 
head,

I saw that my steps were speeding towards 
death. (#26)

Those young lions viewed each wound upon their 
heads as if it were a crown.

Only death, according to their religion (Islam), 
was proper.

Life was forbidden in their eyes.

With the renewal of my day I do not know if
I shall be sent into exile before nightfall. 

Who knows what is written in my book (of life), 
when I marshal troops and soldiers at war? 

Who knows when I run off to battles every year 
if my death is at hand? (#22)

He was a sensitive man who rea-

to all, great and small..." (#15)

Fate, Old Age, and Death
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It is not only an abstract death which he discusses in
these poems.
template his own end without fear or pity.

His Son, JosephV.

Prominent among the themes of the war poems is Samuel's
love for his son, Joseph. Song #11 describes a letter that
he wrote while away at war and song #14 depicts Samuel's
great sorrow at hearing that Joseph was sick.

The separation from his son was what grieved him most about
his military career.

Despite his long absences, Samuel tried to maintain a close
relationship with his son. The poems are evidence that he
wrote to him often and took an active interest in his educa-

Nagid re-tion and upbringing. in one poem theIn fact,
counts how he forsaw his own death and sends a poetic
"ethical will" to Joseph.

When rabbis and teachers are no longer able to 
lead you let (this letter) be your rabbi 
and teacher!

With your life and wealth and in all your ways 
fear your Maker and your Rock.

Acquire understanding and common sense, for dis
cernment is your praise and good sense your 
glory.

Fear your mother, speak well to your uncle and 
cousins and honor your friend.

My heart is not able to bear separation 
from (my son) Joseph on Sabbaths and 

holidays. (#23)

He is one of those few who is willing to con-

comes to a loved
Seeing my beloved Joseph in my mind is like 

a hurting blow, 
since hearts feel whatever 

one far away. (#14)
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ElectionVI.

Exaggeration, hyperbole and braggadocio are a part of
Arabic cultural norms which one finds reflected in their
literature.
social and literary conventions. But’perhaps he was also
inclined to grandiosity because of his own psychological
makeup, as well. In a poem quoted often in this introduc
tion (#1), Samuel describes how he was "elected," much like
the biblical Samuel.

"predestined" for greatness.He was a man who felt

(#3)
Samuel clearly believed that he had a vision of his election

Perhaps his self-imageand refers to it often (#1, #3, #7).
Unlikewould be comical, were it not born out in reality.

The facts of his

almost seem to support his outrageous claims. Perhaps some
scholar will ultimately train the light of psychohistory on
him and inquire if Samuel's claims were delusions of grandeur

(See #18 or #7,or merely exaggerations of reality. "I am

Try to be beloved to all creatures and before 
you acquire wealth acquire a good name in 
town. (#10)

You predestined me and set me good tidings 
in the hands of your angels.

You sent to your servant- when he was a boy 
lying upon his bed

angels to portend to me in your manifold 
goodness.

his dreams were objectively verifiable.

Samuel was influenced by these elements as

life, his numerous victories and narrow escapes, would

the vast majority of dreamers, Samuel was able to say that
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the David of my generation", cf. #20)

anced by an equally exaggerated humility.

Perhaps it is typical of religious language and confession
to describe oneself as "worthless" in the sight of God.
Nevertheless, it is a remarkable parallel to the aforemen
tioned proclamations of greatness.

(#16)
He seems to oscillate, then, between the poles of grandi
osity and depression (cf. #25 for depression), a pathology

A more extensive psychological study of Samuel,

If you search out my sins you will find evil 
as numerous 

as drops in the

Samuel's exaggerated sense of self is, at times, bal-

sea, grains of sand or stars.

which is typical of a certain kind of narcissistic distur-
, 15bance.
as mentioned above, is outside the purview of this paper.

O God, I care for those who are unworthy and 
undeserving, for I am unworthy and unde
serving of all that you have done

for your servant- whose actions have been per
verse and whose words are crooked. (#16)



CHAPTER VI
THE POETICS

In 1753 Bishop Robert Lowth gave a series of lectures
at Oxford University, De Sacra Poesi Hebraerorum Praelec-
tiones Academicae. It was in this work that Lowth coined
the critical term, parallelismus membrorum, for one of the
most prominent aspects of Biblical poetry, the so-called
"rhyme of thoughts".

As is well known, the Bible contains few rhymes of
sound, but its poetry is based on these rhymes of thought
in which ideas (synonomous, antithetic, synthetic) in one

although we do find some examples.

Unlike the poetry of the Bible, rhyme is a pervasive

The qasidah is aclassical qasidah of Arabic literature.
27

(#11, also an example of 
antithetic parallelism)

I sing with a glad heart 
but he makes dirges.
A voice of rejoicing is in my heart 
but he bemoans bitterly.

Bad men do not know what justice is, 
but those who seek the Lord know everything good.

(Proverbs 28:5, an antithetic
parallelism)

However, this device is not prominent in the war poetry,

line are juxtaposed against ideas in another line, e.g.

feature of Samuel's poetry, influenced as it is by the
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Persian poets. In the qasidah the two hemstichs of the
opening line set the opening rhyme, which is subsequently
repeated at the end of succeeding lines. Thus, the qasidah
takes the form:

etc.
It is the Arabic form, qasidah, which influences the

war poems of Samuel.

Consonants with a short vowelof long and short syllables.
a short syllable and a consonant with a long vowel orare

a long syllable.
Some invoke GodThe poems begin in numerous ways.

(#2, #6) and other describe the poet's emotions (#25, #26).
There is a clear pattern to many of the endings of the poems.
In numerous endings the Nagid refers directly to the poem

to the purpose of the poem and the poet.itself,

(#2)that the song might minister to others...
The Nagid stresses that the poems are not merely aesthetic

objective purpose, toexperiences.
record and celebrate victories and to praise God.

A xxx
A xxx
A xxx
A xxx

A xxx
B xxx
C xxx
D xxx

To God who has done great things I declare in 
song

a consonant with a short vowel followed by a consonant is
16

His meters vary, but as is the case

C.E.) and which came to be borrowed by Turkish, Urdu, and

in Arabic verse, the metrical system is based on schemes

They have, in fact, an

formal ode which originated in pre-Islamic Arabia (c. 600
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(#4)
Thus, the theme of the poet's mission is rehearsed at the
closing of many of the poems. This occurs not always in
the last line, but as the opening lines to a final section.

The poems are envisioned as intercessors for Samuel,
who will plead for his salvation. (#4) The poems are
worthy to be read on the Sabbath (#6). Many of the poems
end with this self-conscious evaluation of the purpose of
the poem itself. The poems are not only a kind of "thank

to God for salvation, but just as it is intrinsicyou note"
to God's nature to
compose poems.

(#7)

I make multiple songs for God 
for the wonders which he multiplied... (#4)
I will declare his praise 
and recount it to future generations.

My friend, in troubled times the Rock arose 
on my behalf

and because of this my praises are dedicated 
to my Rock...

He is obliged to slay my enemies
and I (am obliged) to entreat him with my song.

save, it is in the nature of the poet to



CHAPTER VII
METAPHOR

poems is Samuel's skillful use of metaphor. His greatness

phors, both simple and complex. A metaphor may be defined
as

implication.17

Certain of Samuel's metaphors are prosaic and do not

present us with startling images, e.g.
This is a simple, rather(#4)were quick like she-asses."

than an extended metaphor, and its meaning is quite easily
Because it demands little of the reader and isgrasped.

hardly striking it is not one of Samuel's most satisfying
efforts.

A more original metaphor is found in song #2, compar
ing the gore of battle to the blood that accompanied sacri
fice in the sanctuary.

This metaphorblood of lambs/ at the side of the altar."
warfare and

worship, and in a jarring way shows
30

a condensed verbal relation in which an idea, 
image, or symbol may, by the presence of one 
or more other ideas, images or symbols be en
hanced in vividness, complexity, or breadth of

"The blood of men ran like the

The most significant aesthetic feature of the war

"when they rode they

brings together two seemingly dissimilar images,
us their similarity

as a poet resides, in part, in his ability to craft meta-
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(bloodshed). Our perception of both experiences is subse
quently deepened because of the (seemingly) discordant
metaphor.
batants perceive of warfare as service to God- as would
have been the case in Moslem Spain. The metaphor works

(over God,

In song #9 Samuel writes that the fugitive Yadair
fled, thinking that "every tree was out to kill him and
every boulder a sword to slice off his In this metaarm. "
phor, in which the tree and boulder are animated, it is
clear that the poet is describing the fear of a fugitive
who sees every shadow as a threat and who, in fact, might
mistake a tree or boulder for an enemy.

In contrast with the simple metaphors ("their soldiers
were like ants,"
tended or metaphysical metaphors which are startling and
less easy to grasp at first reading.

"The bowels of my enemy moaned like lutes," writes
The image is startling, to say theSamuel in song #4.

It takes one a moment to realize that he is sayingleast.
that fear made their stomachs churn so much that it was
like the moaning of a stringed instrument.

Another example would be "the wicked stoned the child-
of the living God with the stones of their tongues"

"stoned" them with insults).
ren
(#4/i.e.

cause of the bloodshed, but because "victory"

In fact, battle is like worship, if the com

sin, death) is the ostensible purpose of worship.

both ways, since sacrifice is "like" warfare not only be-

i.e. weak, ineffectual, #4) are the ex-
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Samuel will even venture to pile extended metaphor

upon extended metaphor. In one of his best efforts he
writes "the bows in hand were like serpents". (#2) The
mind takes this in and finally sees a deadly serpent in the
shape of a bow, one dangerous shape transmuted into another.

by itself, is not dangerous and Samuel furtherBut a bow,
"and each snake spit a bee out ofextends the metaphor:

its mouth." Thus, the metaphor is completed. The snake
spits a stinging bee out of its mouth, a pungent image
whereby Samuel describes the bow letting loose the arrow.

"two spirits beat be-When Samuel went out to battle
He was the soldier(Theodore Roethke).neath one breastbone"

who longed to bring victory to his king and honor to himself.
the soldier looked out on the field of battle he

looked with the eyes of a poet.

(#4)
When the battles were over he would return and recount the
victory in poetic form.
not retell the deeds of God/ when I have a mouth and am a

(#2)master of speech?"

By their strength, their hosts, their power 
they could inspire those who make metaphors.

Yet, as

As he had written, "How could I
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CHAPTER VIII

#1

You are good and righteousness dwells within your mouth and
heart.

I recall your good tidings which are a consolation to me
when sorrow comes and I wait for your aid and strengthening.
You sent to your servant- when he was a boy lying upon his

bed
angels to portend to me in your manifold goodness.
They sat across from me and Michael said,
"God, who will plead your cause, has said,
that when you pass through dangerous waters, I will be with

you.
Rivers will not sweep you away on the day that your enemy

approaches."

about me in your divine chariot and its surroundings;
"When you go through fire, you shall not be burned.
I will order the flame never to burn you."
These are the tidings which I uphold like

I rely on your sword.When I see swords,

s

■

a sword in hand.

On a day of anguish and distress I recount your good tidings;

And Gabriel, his companion, informed me of what he had heard



r

37

#2
0 God of might, jealous and awesome God,

.i
You are exalted above every hymn and song,
for your deeds are exalted and the day of your redemption

is certain.
The net is spread by You over the proud,
those who glory in evil and who oppress the poor.
Whoever cries out and calls out your name-
he cried and called in the name of He who answers in distress.
Yours are the small and the mighty miracles,
the wonders, easy and difficult.
And the favor which you have done for me
is greater than any of which I have heard.

in theAnd to one who said to me,
"Sequester yourself until the indignation is passed"
I replied,

"Aren’t you afraid?"And whoever said to me,
I replied to him in amazement:

should I be afraid?""When God is with me,
For there is a Redeemer and one who avenges the blood of the

poor,
One who repays and a reward for the Torah.
There are those who make a covenant against me-
but I too have the covenant of the patriarchs in reserve
So how could I not retell the deeds of God,

mouth and am a master of speech!

■i

I

I. .
i
El

h

r
i : 
j

iI11

when I have a

"He is a Rock in rocky times!"
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#2

When Agag, who dwells at the seashore, and his vizier,

my status with the king, and how every royal matter
and counsel was determined by me
and any decision which I did not decide
was not decided
they envied my glory and sought speedily
to overthrow me by force.

authority over this people?"
self-importanceSo this vizier spoke against me with arrogant

and viciousness without dread or fear,
So he composed his mighty and numerous lies
in a well prepared letter.
But far be it from one like me
to speak a vengeful word-
He spread his letters around in the provinces
to publicise them among his people,
to turn them against me with lies.
like the lies of those who bore a branch upon a pole.
Not only did he wish to destroy me
with his lies which he contrived and created,
but he also sought to cut off the congregation of God,

and the one still pregnant."

known as the son of Abbas, saw

"the progeny," "the woman giving birth

And they said, "How can a foreigner rule and be granted
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#2

But my master (Habus) did not listen to his words
nor did he pay attention to his flawed opinion.
But he did a short time after

"day of wrath" for my sinful soul.
Then I said, "Oh, how can I go on living
when my defense has departed
and my end has come,
for "God has discovered my sin" and judged me-
and his judgement was meted out fairly.
Then my enemy (Ibn Abbas) who delighted at my misfortune
sent the good news to his friends.
"The day which I have been waiting for has arrived,
for the fear is removed
and Samuel, whose king is lost
is lost himself and his hope has run out."
I became angry and God grew angry

Then there arose the lion cub of the nations
succeeding his father, ruled as the sovereignwho,

letter hastily,
strong and haughty, without entreaty.

"Are you aware that Samuel still lives-

There can be no peace and quiet

/

i i

i J

! |?

H

!

HI

on a

and my enemy wrote a

And sent to him, saying:

and his face, like a fire, was kindled against him.

which, according to our faith, is a sin?"
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#2

while the soul of this Jew is still secure in his body!
Send him away and strife will depart
and compromise will take his place

kings have conspired to wage war against you!
And so Badas answered in his letter:
If I fulfill your request
a curse will befall me!

!And if I turn my servant over to his enemy-
I may be turned over to my enemy I
At this my enemy became enraged.
It was unacceptable to him and he became angry.
Nor did he rest until he gathered his soldiers

and the "Sons of Keturan."
But since creation God had determined their fall at Alfuente

in a dug out pit.

He redoubled his efforts hurriedly,
appearing a bird riding the wings of the wind.
Both he and God took their counsel
and the counsel of God which is never null and void
was established.
Then Av, with its ancient evil tidings, left
and Ellul came with good news that couldn't be delayed
He pitched his tent on one side of the mountain
and we pitched ours on the other.

;,i

I <
1

illH
But if you don't, know that

"Amalek," and "Edom"
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#2

We paid no attention to his armed might,
we considered it as "awesome"
He still continued to speak and he approached
and tried to provoke our men against me.
But when my enemy saw
that my people spoke in my words, as with one voice.
Then he deployed spears and swords, and javelins

How can the creature prevail
when the Creator rises?
The army stood in array
against the lines of the enemy 1
On such a day of wrath and rage and jealousy
men consider the angel of death a prize
to be won,
and each one seeks to acquire fame.
And his soul, by the purchase is sold.
The earth moved from its foundation, as in the overthrow of

Gamorah
And the faces on which a flush and splendor were gathered
turned black like the bottom of a pot.

day of darkness and gloom
and the sun,
The voice of the crowd was like the voice of God,

y

in order to wage war.

as a caravan.

It was a
like my heart, was black.

The foe arose, but the Rock arose to meet him.

J t
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#2

like the sea and its breakers when the storm is raging.
When the sun came out the earth reeled on its pillars,
as if it were drunk.
The horses darted back and forth

The hurled spears, like lightning,
filled the air like rays of light.
Arrows fell like drops of rain
and our shields were like sieves.
The bows in hand were like serpents
and each snake spit a bee out of its mouth.
The sword upon their head was like a torch
whose light went out when it fell.

ran like the blood of lambs
at the side of the temple balcony.
Strong men scorned their lives, preferring death.
Those young lions viewed each open wound
upon their heads as if it were a crown.
Only death, according to their religion (Islam) was proper.
Life forbidden in their eyes.was

no support or stay and hope uprooted.
When my enemies poured out blood like water
on this bitter day I poured out a prayer
to God, who humbles all sinners and who casts them down

The blood of men

What could I do, with no escape

like vipers, springing from a cave.
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#2

into the pit which he has dug.

to the heart of the enemy who has prepared them.
I did not say,

because I have walked in an upright path,
or because my learning trembled and gave birth
at a time when the knowledge of the learned was barren,
or because my logic resolved difficulties
those nights I awoke before the watches."
But I did say,
strengthened wall of firea

and dispatch your anger against the enemy
to devour him like straw on a stormy day.
Do to them what you did to Sisera
and do for me what you did for Barak and Deborah.
My God, let your thunder crash and scatter them.
Rebuke them that they may be destroyed
by the rebuke!
Redeem me from the grasp of bitter destruction
and let my pursuers change places with me

on this day.
Do not remember my sins.

the merit of Isaac, Abraham, and

Sarah.
J

i 
■

1

On the day of the battle God returns the sword and arrows

I 
r

"For your sake, be a sheltering rock to me

"Give me victory, 0 God,

Remember for me, instead,
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#2

and son of Amram stand up for me
in my distress.
And all those who sleep in Machpelah,
How can you sleep on a day like today? Arise from the cave.
Grasp hold of the throne of God
and cry out to the merciful God and speak to him in bitterness.
And if he say,
Answer him,
And if it does not please you to have mercy
on Joseph, your young one,
when will salvation be evident?
Is this the reward I get

for studying Torah?
and he who rejoiced in the verse

"when you cross the water,"
shall he be swept away and your hand fail?
He who was informed of the verse

"If you walk through fire,"
shall he be burned in a raging battle?

Scorch themSay to him, 0 God, arise in anger.
and let them be destroyed in the flame!
Open up a door in the straits and save your servant,
When all doors are closed.

!Upend their swords into their own hearts.

f 
i

'What is this about, my friend?'

Oh, my father Jacob offer up a prayer

"Arise, get up and stir!"
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Rise. Be against them, not with them. Cause their bows to
break.

draw near and wage war against them,
that the assembly of mighty nations
may say

i
there is One who looks after the humbled scattered lambs.
Then God heard my prayer
when I cried out like a woman in labor,
like one who bears her first born in pain.
He blew against them like the day on the Red Sea
and they perished in his storm
and he showed them his strength.
The fires of death devoured them.
They were destroyed like wood

It was as if all my enemies in the dust
were flaming straw in the fire.
Like figs sold for
were the heads of the powerful on the ground.
The officers in their downfall were like blown up skins,
like pregnant women.
There they lay, slaves upon slaveholders,
paupers with princes, with no difference.

i

in a hot stove and oven.

There they were with their king, Agag,

a thousand a gerah

You angels, even you stars and shining sun,
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like offal in the field,
unburied.
And one of ten thousand survived
like what's left behind in the vineyard
when the gleaning is done.
The memory of Amalek was extinguished from Spain,
their armies destroyed and their dominion cut off!
Once before, when Agag died by Samuel's hand
and Haman by the hand of the master logician (i.e. Mordecai

Megillah 12, 13a)
when Amalek came from the east for no good but since has not

returned
We abandoned them for the hyenas
in the wilderness,
the snakes, the leopard and the pigs.
And we left them lying around on rocks,
leaning on thorns and briars.
We gave their flesh to the vultures as a present,

-
we made them a gift to the lion and the wolf.
We sated them with blood,
but not the blood of a wounded animal,

■

and a great deal of flesh,
but not from a dish.

amazed by the spacious households,
which they found not in the shade of house or roof,
They do not come on a hot sultry day

They were



i
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into a marble house or cool upper chamber.
Young ostriches will weep over them
and the daughter of the young she-goat will dance
and young lions will feast over their flesh
and the lioness will have enough to give to her young.
We conquered their provinces and their land
and we demolished with a veangance
both wall and castle.
We took possession of cities along with villages
and we vanquished by might
both city and fortress.
We returned and not a man was missing from our company,
no one who was lost from the flock!
The sixth day of the week at the beginning of Ellul
was like the ninth of Av to me- or Yom Kippur
but its end day of redemption,
a day of rejoicing-
as when the poor rejoice in the harvest.
The day that we divided the booty

a joyous day,

and before the year "ninety-nine" came
me!salvation and light was sent to

And the vizier who was counselled
and advised that I be killed,

was like a

was a

of my enemy,
day when a barren withholding woman gives birth
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issuing a decree,
And who came to the shores of the river
to do me harm
was sheared by the razor that he had hired!
I seized him and brought him trussed up
to the prison and caged him.
I realized my desire for my enemy
and my vengeance against his cursed soul,
because I seized the Testimony of God,

is worth more than anything.
Then he died an ignonimous death

and God fulfilled the vow of my father
to his tribe,
the children of
And the statement which Zeresh said

(Esther 6:13)
the people who will be brought to God

I became calm and rested from my enemies,
I was honored and added to my authority.
Among the nations no one thinks to do me wrong,
and jealousy or hatred is restrained.
Look away from the foolish adversary,

whose value to me

song and offerers of incense.

on the night of the rejoicing with the precious Torah

as a gift.

to (Haman) who purchased with his talents of gold
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since the actions of a fool bring hin to ruin. i

Don't worry if the fool's stock rises- ;;

the raising of his stock also removes his head.
And if you implore him and he continues in his evil
his fall is imminent.
The law concerning
that retain impurity in themselves
when they are immersed
is to be broken,
And regarding a goring ox who has no guard
it has previously been said,
'the only way to guard him
is to kill him.'
To God who has done great things
I declare in song

Ithat the song might minister to others.
I will weave with words, like sapphires,
and I will stitch with speeches, like bedellium,
filled like Thumim with rhyming,
like the tunes of Psalms in number.
Mourners will have a holiday over them
and every Nazirite will drink
the cup of salvation.
Every tongue will be filled with joy
and will rejoice in song about my redemption.

/

i
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Every soul will be free
to fill his mouth with laughter
over the redemption of my soul in this world.
Therefore my brothers direct hymns
to the living God and multiply songs and thanksgivings in

the assembly
and say to Him, 'May you continue to uphold me,
along with those who hold on to the true Torah,
and make another Purim for the God
who arose and severed Amalek from flower and branch.
Declare in Africa and Egypt
and make known to the children of the chosen house,
Tell the elders of Pumbeditha and
to the ancient sages of the academy in Sura
Proclaim it a sister to what occurred
with Ahasuerus and Lady Esther.
Write it in your books,
that it will be remembered
from generation to generation.

!

>
■f
!

I

J

i
i,

I
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Listen and take notice of my prayer.
Remember the promise that you made to your servant,
so I will not be ashamed because of my hope.
Can any hand do me violence when You are my hand
and my shelter?
You predestined me and sent me good tidings
in the hands of your angels.
Now I am passing through deep waters,
lift me out of my terror.
Now I am walking through searing fire,
snatch me from the flames.
If I have calamities,
what are they,
I am in distress and
I can not pray at length.
Give me my heart's desire,
please hasten to my aid.
If I
do it for the sake of my son,
or my knowledge of Torah.

am not deserving in your sight

or what is my sin?

Look, today, on my distress,
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Will you perform miracles for me every year
like the miracles you did for the Patriarchs and the elect?
Will you slaughter lions like goats for me
sacrificing them for my sake like lambs?

will they be turned into paved roads?

will its flame be changed into dew?
the Rock, praise is appropriate.To you,

You are God and strength is from your hand.
You allure back those deserters whose end has come
and you remove the impure on the Day of Vengeance.
I will recount your glory in the gates
and give thanks to your name in the congregation.
I will declare your wonder in the company of saints
and your miracles among those wearing fringes.

as ibn Abbad approaches.

By his command kings are permitted to ascend

Both of them pursued me, although upon ibn Abbad's head 
sat the royal crown, while the other was just a subordinate.

by making the enemy my ransom.

to their dominion and by his command they are removed.

Almost a year ago, on a disastrous day, you redeemed me

Now, after the death of ibn Abbas, I am seized by fear

When I pass, each year, through the heart of the seas

And when I walk, each year, into the midst of fire
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By his word nobles are given lands
and according to his will they are taken away.
The Berber captains listen to him
and the Arab princes give nraise to him.
They wait for his utterance as if it were the rain
and look forward to his advice like the dew.
Between my king and his there was strife and jealousy
and they remained separated, each one in his own land.
They were like cedars among kings
and all of the earth's royalty were like saplings.
Both learned how to devour kings
while the mighty

For a while they devoured princes like paupers,
and sacrificed a mighty
No one in Spain stood to oppose them
to defy them and betray them.
Then ibn Abbad went forth to fight
and stood with his soldiers at the frontiers.

with none to hold him back or do him insult.
slave owners became slavesBefore his armies,

and the strong became sickened by fear.
The generals in his army were in the thousands
and rulers came to him carrying their flags.

man like a ram.

were consumed by their swords.

He seized, as he went, both city and Ruler
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In the land of Ibn Abbad the wicked stoned
the children of the living God with the stones of their

tongues.
They plotted against them,
took weapons and bought shackles for their feet,
to destroy the Jewish people, both rich and poor,
and one still suckling and the one who is weaned!
And when their king grew arrogant and spoke pompously
we looked upon him in derision.

We crossed into his land in strength
to take revenge for the nobles who were despoiled.
There were men like lions with us

as a host of locusts.numerous

or the fat upon their flanks.

wrath
and everyone discarded their coats for the battle.

sword and ran to death
with

checked like the waves
and shields red like parchment.

(they rode) upon horsesWith round helmets and visors
like stormy and sailing clouds.
Their hands were not weighted down by daggers and spears-

a willing and happy heart,

and a regiment as

in coats of armor,

Each one hurried to a

The men were weighed down, but not by their own flesh

Each one wore a belt (i.e. girded for war) on the day of
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they were like twigs..
Only the flash of the weapon was seen,
only their bright shouts were heard!
We returned after the pillage and the burning,
our hands filled with plunder.

His scouts hastened to him with words,
like dross or diluted wine.
They misled him with their wantoness and lies,

God confounded the plans of his princes
and made their discernment like that of children.
And they said to him when we reminded "Will you remain in the
fortified city and not chase those who stumble.
Won't you go out to destroy the tired,
won't you hasten to cut off the stragglers?"

they had counselledSo he rushed off to give pursuit, as
with hundreds of thousands of footsoldiers.

He stood facing themThey stood at the lip of the river.
like the rock of the day the river overflows.
They stood ready for battle,
giving voice to mighty shouts, like flutes.
It would be inapt to compare them to the late Agav's men,
nor compare their weapons.
Agav's soldiers were considered like women.
These were real men.

as if they conspired against him.
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When they rode they were quick like wild asses.
When they went on foot they were like gazelles or antelopes.
They were dressed in royal garments of flawless embroidery
with garlands upon their heads.
By their strength, their hosts, their power
they could inspire those who make metaphors.

unlike the army of the slain and hated Amelekites
and beheld the fear of our own soldiers,
the mighty and nobel grovelling,
the commanders unwilling to do battle,
the princes hesitating to go to war,
then I remembered the intentions of the enemy
against my humble and wretched people
whose goods the evil had already divided up
and whose lands they had cast lots for.
When I saw Death's First Born before me
and men slain and ravaged in battle

(and invoked) the name of God

(who surround his) standards.
For a time of danger I prepared it in my heart
to implore thereby the one who sits on high
to prevail over
with the power

I raised my voice
(which is) honored and feared by the seventy (angels)

■ the army of the enemy
of the Rock, who takes armies in his palm.

When I saw this army,
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The Patriarchs implore the mighty God
on my behalf with vows and supplications.
Together, from the dust (of their graves) they draw up and

raise
salvation with the rope of prayer.
In their charity and perfection they argue for justice
even as they hold back and restrain his anger.
I have a Lord who said to me, "Trust in me"
and "I will make your steps fall in pleasant places"
I will break the lion’s teeth for you
and I will make the giants fall before you!
Then he dressed in garment of anger and stalked offa

the day when Pharoah and his troops were drowned.I He was revealed- not through a window or in secret-
and he peered in- not from behind a wall.
He rose above his foes
and they were like chaff

They dried up there, like leaves.
He frightened them and made them dance

He made them forget their might,
they were like women and children in battle.

angel who struck down their swords
and turned their right hands into left.
He sent another angel to confuse their counsel

I
\

He sent them an

like on

on the threshing floor.

like a young ox, a kid, or calves.
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and made his advisors the equals of fools.
He made his scouts and spies lie, even his commanders
in order to make them die the death of the ignoble.
When they saw across from them
those whom they had pursued- then they fled in seven

directions 1
Isn’t this an act of God,
who turned their deeds into the deeds of fools?
And placed ropes upon their hands,
and bound a cover on their hearts (i.e. cut off their

strength and wisdom)
Their own chariots were stumbling blocks,
their own horses were chains.

a cord.
He cut off (their lives) like threads.
I saw nobles taken prisoner,
brought in dragged by their ropes,
to the king, by whose order some were spared
and by whose will others executed.
I grew tired of seeing the blows and the ones whom against

the blows fell
reeling, immersed in blood.

were punished with thorns,

-

Soles of feet, which had never trod the earth,

He cut them with the breath of his mouth, like a weaver cuts
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while heroes, mortally wounded,
were cast off as vile corpses.
On a Thursday night we pursued them
(like hunters do) the partridge, like a swarm of bees.
We threw down their rich men and kings.
Their princes and slaves were stabbed.
They were like offal on the face of the earth,
their heads like dung in the dust.
Together they passed from the rooms,
the wide chambers and halls.
Those who sought to capture
and those who intended to devour us were themselves devoured.
Those who planned to take possession of us
became (instead) our possession.
They trusted in their bows and spears,

(name of the) Mighty One among thebut I was saved by the
mighty.

All those who took the shoes and garments of God's people

their just deserts
the notion to destroy their giants

considered as worms to him in his anger

us were themselves captured,

and in whose mind arose

Their nobles were

in anger,

in pledge were put to shame.
For they saw the awesome deeds of the one who gives the evil

as if they were stillborn.
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and their soldiers like ants!
I have seen you and you roar like a lion
and you cut off their heroes with your roar.
I have seen you and you prevail, shouting, sounding the

trumpet
and dispersing the armies!
You were revealed and the bowels of my enemies
moaned like lutes.
You became angry and I saw kings
unable to withstand your wrath or anger!
They were eager before they saw us,
but when they saw us they became weary.
You made their bows
and arrows seem like broken stones.
On the second day judgement was declared
and on the fifth day their judges

executed judgement on my behalf.
To do justice for your servant

the Berber and Arabyou stretched forth (your long hand) upon
as the shadows lengthened.

In the month of Tishrei (the Patriarchs)
You saved the son of Etan from the idol worshippers.
After ninety-nine years had passed (4799)
salvation blossomed for me like fruit.
You were my sanctuary. You protected me

seem like straw
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from the enemy, from the legions of the uncircumcised.
You stretched out your right hand to me in salvation
and against my enemies with painful blows.
The evil and destructive angels who make the heaven
and the earth tremble were given their orders
and they threw weapons of anger against them like rain,

and fury like raindrops.
You gave to your servant the cup of salvation you sent to

drink
and you gave his enemies the cup of poison.
This occurred the day before Sukkot
and all my darkest paths were lit.
Like on Abram’s night (Four Kings) and Moses' too (Passover),
like Joshua's afternoon, like the night when the burdens

were lifted (Sennacherib).
I kept the Lord's festivals properly,
of those who "dwell in tents."
Sabbath days, Day of Atonement and Shofar,
Day of Sukkot until the festivals ended.

even though some were less observant.
God provided that the armies would cease their work

a day when work was proscribed!on

I make multiple songs for God
for the wonders which he multiplied.

as is the practice

The fear of profaning them was like a fire in my heart,
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He scoffs at those who scoff.
He fulfills the heart's desires of the humble workers.

generations,

the children of refugees and exiles.
Even though all the children of heaven and earth are unable

to praise
his name over this!
When the people brought into their booths
myrtle from the rock and branches of the palm
then the Rock elevated me with his palm

concealed by his booth like in an enclosed fortress.
When they brought the willow He made the wilds

city of walls and ramparts for his servant's son.
He has plucked the glory of my enemies
when they plucked the produce of the glorious trees that have

been planted.
The branches of thick trees like
or a half-shekel atoned for me.
He magnified himself by the waters while (the children of

Israel)
(species) that grow by the water.were busy with the four

When my foes drew near to eat me alive
I stood up and they fell down!
They caused my heart pain

and I was

like a

a burnt offering

I will declare his praise and recount (it) to the future
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but God sent a cure for pain and agony.

He commanded the ministering angels, who were my help,

descending and ascending from the heavens.

He also distributed sorrows even to the nation which in

tended

to distribute the spoils of my nation.
We will build booths with gladness
while they mourn in their disgrace.
We will chant the Hallel psalms with joy
while they chant dirges and lamentations.

But I am worm and not a man.Is this done for me?
lowly (even) among the low!Despised by nations,

Who am I and what is my life, my Lord?
I am full of sin, evil in deeds.
I am insignificant and unworthy of salvation
and of your graciousness.
If you recompense me for my merits in this world
and repay me according to my righteousness
how shall I withstand the day of judgement
and how will my guilt be forgiven?
To the mighty God who appears in the storm
and in the tempest against the idolaters
who did not share his glory with others

I have already composed a poem
and bequeath (his) praise to idols

and now (this is) a psalm
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which enlightens like the Pleiades.

This (poem) is set
I

and its number of lines is like the praises of the Psalms.
It’s subject is more precious than pearls
and its stanzas are evenly balanced and measured.
Those who give birth to verse are barren
unable to conceive its like,

Both (this poem and this psalm) will be

On the day of judgement they will plead on my behalf
with words dripping of myrrh and aloes I
Children of my people, respond with me in praise
which should be placed at the head of all praises.
Order its words correctly,
placing it in the mouth of young and old.

What is this? Answer the questioners thus:
psalm to God who redeems his beloved

who wrote it for the redeemed to chant.
It is a psalm of praise, great and glorious,
to the glorious God, whose works are great!

It is a

bracelets on my arms and earrings in my ears.

the father of poets, too, became childless.

When, in the future, your sons ask
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The son of Abbas has already perished
along with his friends and his acquaintances-

to God let praise be renewed!
And the ruler who was associated with him (Musa)
was struck down quickly like dill and threshed.

dominion?

Let the name of God be sanctified!

So now, where are all their grumblings, their evil deeds and
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You have wealth and sovereignty and power before you.
You are the ruler over every ruler whose souls are in your

hands.
(And) I see and declare your deeds to mankind.
The blind man doesn't see the splendor of your glory,
the mute is dumb and does not declare your deeds.
You have majesty and glory in your earth and heavens.
Often you have elevated though he hated you.
You honored him even though he sought to hurt your loved

ones.
(King of Israel) he denied you and said, "ILike Menasseh

0 bearer of good tidings, apprise me and lift your voice
in steadfast love.

Like a swallow or crane, chirp to me and don't limit your words.
Is what I have heard true and how did it occur?
Tell me,

then thrown out?

hands.

with laughter.

has the body of Ben Avi Mussaibeen stabbed
has it been dragged through the streets and

Rise, and stamp your feet and again clap your
Be refreshed with apples and sustained with your wine.

mouth be filled

a man,

don't see you!"

and his corpse-

Magnify the name of your God and let your

He answered me, "Be glad and rejoice and let your heart exult.
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Rise and read the Song of Songs. But don't get near (the
Book of) Lamentations."

Give me in exchange for your good news your battle dress
and uniform

since Ben Avi Mussa has already fallen in a pit
if he longed for ben Abbas, who intended to slay you,as

and went to see him in deep darkness and in shadow.
While the city, the joy of his enemies became happy like

yourself,
it was dismayed and perplexed at the destruction of his

household.

your foes!
Take my uniform and clothing and put my crown upon your head.
Go to all my friends and make them happy with your words.
That they might know that his soul is dragged into hell.
For a king has killed him, and he saw in it that which he

desired.
Ben Abbas,

(as a sign ofand if you want- tie ropes about your heads
mourning)

He will be an idol to you and you will be like Micah (Judges)

I replied to him sweet honey and milk are on your tongue.
Be immediately apprised that the same fate is in store for

rejoice for your friend has come to visit I
Sit together and beat each other up in the deep darkness

and lament over what has been and respond to him with a dirge.
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to him.

like you, may ben Avi Mussa rot in your grave.

forgotten.
You have already come to the limit, to hunter’s snares and

the net.
And the kingdom had a respite from your destruction and it

was calmed
and there is none among you to prosper in council or kingdom.

your faith and God I
Make it as deep as the depths for him and I will compensate

you.
Strike with a spade every eye that weeps for him.
For this I would dress up and adorn myself, perfume and

annoint myself.

I gather my strength like Samson against the pin of the beam
and the web.

I will rejoice at the death of my enemies whether in their
homes or on the battlefield.

Conduct myself with a happy heart, then return and go.
I am compared to doves (that stand) by pools and cisterns.

And you, 0 Digger, who digs his grave with his bare hands 
Dig for him (a pit) like he dug (for others) according to

And plot together against those deserving death, evil and 
mischief

May he be forgotten, even as your evil memory and name are
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And he said,
I answered him, "Don't you know?
Be quiet and write for yourself lines in your book for a

remembrance.
Read them as you do the Sabbath reading in your religion.
Let them be upon your heart and teach them to your children.

■i

"Who did this for you?"
God did it!"
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Leave off (from me) my friend and my companion,
pay heed to my remarks.
Do you think to intimidate me
with untrue words?
Why should I be frightened,
when the Rock is my salvation and my light?
You are my friend, but if you continue with (your) accusations

savage and a stranger.
No good will come to him who exalts himself over my house,

peace to the despoiler of my city.nor
If you do not abandon the evil that you speak
and persist rebelliously like

my companions,
Judge between his words and mine:
He argues with me over my association with kings.
I respond to him, this is my fate and lot.
He is afraid of their rage and anger.
I assured him, the Lord is my protection and hope.
He spoke, what have you to do with battles?
I responded to him, the place of my death and grave

have already been destined.
of his seraphs inThe Lord, who brought good news by means

a dream,
will be my help.

i

i
• ■

I will consider you a

a household of rebels
then turn and hear me,
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And if I rot away because of my sin- what is my choice?

What is written in my book will come upon me!

There are men who do not win in life,

(II Kings 16:15-22) dying before his time,like Tivni or

Zimri.

Or others buried like the Egyptian,

who never fought or went to war.

Some were slain unjustly

yet living, were poor, hungry, and barren.while others,

Leave off from me a bit.
Perhaps I will grow old happily

crown upon my head.
And I shall drink peaceful waters from my well
with a saving cup, and running waters from my river!

if I despise my fate
and not rejoice in my portion and my lot?
If you are concerned about my end

since every year I go through fire and water,
in which lies the extent of my honor,

even though you are at ease

into snares laid for mine.
to the fortress

I trust in God who cast my

with a

Will it be good for me

On the day that the foe came

and do not care for my splendor and honor

Don't you fear, like me, for your future
and healthy in your home?
enemies' feet
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and slaughtered the commander like
This foe was related to my king and the evil done by a

stranger
is easier to bear than that done by a friend.

There were two princes there of Spain,

with the troops of Zemari (the Slavs) . (Gen. 10:15-18)
They conquered the city and went to the fortresses
to destroy them like evil spirits.
We went out to hold them off
and God went out to destroy them for my sake.
At the beginning of Ellul they were found
at the tops of rocks,
And we brought them low to the earth, like birds

i who have touched the heavens and flew off.
five directions,

like
We destroyed them two against three,
like the pointing of the vowel tzere ’ ’ over , segholI
We struck them with awesome blows,
along with the prime troops of Og and Sihon the Amorite.
The two princes were struck.

for those who revolt!

prize and gifta

They were dispersed in four or
an olive (tree) shaken up by the hired help.

a calf or fattened cattle.

He was sought and led to my king as

a place of neither grass nor fruit.

There is recompense
All were wiped out, except for nine who fled 

with them.and he (Yadair), the tenth man, was
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in the month of Tishrei.

and because of this my praises are dedicated to my Rock,

and my songs to God, who perceived the fear of the enemy

in my heart and diminished my fright.

(are) to the Healer who placed balmMy melodies
on the wound and removed the pain
and said to me,
are you able to praise?
I answered him,
I am the David of my generation!

Is Saul among the prophets?

I replied, my inheritance is from Merari

from Asir and Elkanah, Assaf and Mishel

(of the tribe of Levi to which SamuelElfazar and Sitri.

belonged)
well composed poem in my mouth

to God who healed my wounds?
(Psalms 39:1) the hymn masterFrom my ancestor Yedutun

I learned to excel and I have exceeded him.
I must make sweet converses with God in my song
and because of it he is obliged to make bitter

the heart of my foes.
He is obliged to slay my enemies and I
to entreat him with my song,

How can there not be a

He answered me,

My friend in troubled times, the Rock, arose on my behalf
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to work for him like a hired hand.
Every day he pays my wages on time!
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Your splendorous writing like the emerald was arrayed
like embroidery on a coat.

Pleasant to the eye like the first ripe figs,
like myrrh or a perfumed bride.

Write and read and give heed to the law (found) in (the)
curtained ark

If you continue I will increase
your pay and your wages a great deal.
Joseph, if you wrote your letter with an iron pen
you are inscribed and engraved on my liver
and not only at the top (i.e. not only on the surface, but

(within).
My love for you is connected to the walls of my heart and

its inheritance.

but my love is concealed!

its scent was

My admonition is revealed to you,

and its straight rows were
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My heart is hot and my eyes filled with tears

to see the assembly of Siryon coming and going
bringing songs (like) bundles of spikenard.
The caravans of Lebanon on Ariel with a tuneful voice,
scattering bits of myrrh and cassia like a ploughman.
In the days when the lads of Zion will be in Zion,

beds of spice,like the bright shining
they will gaze upon the singing girls of Jeshurun
with pupils filled with love,

like God's creation.at their eyes painted blue,
And the daughters did not defame their fathers with sin

commit impurities and vice.nor did the sons
I long for the prince's daughter, who in the nut garden
placed her does by
Behold the lions (who) roar there

with fearful eyes I wept bitterly

*Lente cities Josh. 19:32-38.

landscape
opening flowers and wreaths from the walls of the

beautiful city.
When I saw with my inner eye the sanctuary a heap 

and the center stone swallowed up by rocks

preventing her from entering, coming or arriving.

Destroyed by strangers who pulled out the beauty of the

sun on

because I pine for Hart and Meaphat,*

a lily to be picked and planted.
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and I moaned with an angry heart
as if it had been pierced by the enemy's spear.
0 God, will you the daughter of Edom ascend forever-
who lives above the stars, while the daughter of Zion

is sunk in the heart of the sea?
Aren't you outraged that Judah's daughter is bereft of

clothing
while the sister of Utz

lion from its thicket or a tiger from hisRise up like a
hills

lift up your famous outstretched hand,
pile up your against Botzraharrows
and make Teman, drink from a cup full to the brim with your

anger.

stupidly entered thewhen the chief rebel and Ahimelech
fortress*

while he entered it
We camped out at its base and his men in its towers

troops prevailed,
cut off by the sword.

the earth shook and quaked because

*Aragon

and thought to preserve himself in his stronghold, 
like leprosy clung to him.

By the sword of God my
and his troops were
By day the heavens boomed with the clamor of horses, 

of their movements.

a curse

owns bracelets and rings?

I thank you with a song, like my song

were small in our eyes like locusts and worms.
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The princes dressed in red linen, made red by arrows
and the proud assembly was reddened with blood.

And elsewhere I heard victorious shouts and trumpets.
We rose and climbed to its top on a ladder of bows and
flying arrows which wearied the faint heart.
We made a road at their gates for all who would pillage
We came into their courtyards
We painted the earth with their blood

and the

with booty

bound in stocks.
fearful heart,

one taken leave of his senses.
But he received neither just sentence nor a hearing (from

the king).
tree is out to kill himevery

every stone a sword to slice off his arm,
he

But Yadair fled with a trembling, 
like

cry of the wounded fell upon our ears.
Here those who remembered and took vengeance were laden

and fissured the land with the corpses of their princes. 
(Where) you walked your foot trod upon a body or a skull

escaped to a mighty and powerful nobleman
while losing his mind from seeing what had befallen his friends.

and there those groaning with wounds, oozing (blood).
There Yadair’s two companies were taken.
One was immediately killed and the other had his feet

as one enters a broken city.

In one place I saw a throng break through, hurling stones.

And the fugitive thinking that 
and
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Satisfied in victory, we took him from there
by high handed strategy and a clear plan.
I drink from the cup of salvation, the cup of my victory
while he drinks spit and shame in his vial.
My God, I ran quickly to the pit
my hand playing on the hole of the asp.
I placed my confidence and hope in you,
my soul understood and knew your glory and love.

joyful song in the great crowd
and the assembly exults with song over your goodness.
Thus may I continue to live,
being ever aided and saved from anxiety and distress!

I respond to you with a
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Joseph- all that I endured and the anguish that I bore

was for you!

If it weren't for you I would have roamed the earth and
lived like many in your generation.

This is my letter written with candid speech and who can
teach honesty like your father?

I wrote it while death laughed at us with a wide and gaping
mouth,

not knowing if tomorrow when our enemies attacked
death waited for them or us.

see me again, nor I see you-
AndGive thought, while sitting or standing, to my letter.

if you sleep, let it waken you.
letlonger able to lead you,When rabbis and teachers are no

maker and your Rock.

Acquire understanding and common

Fear your mother,

town.wealth acquire a good name in your

(this letter) be your rabbi and teacher!
life and wealth and in all your ways fear your

honor your friend.
Try to be beloved to all creatures and before you acquire

sense, for discernment is

With your

your praise and good sense your glory.

speak well to your uncle and kin and

If it is (already) decreed, my son, that you should never
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Joseph, give (charity) to all who ask, according to his need

and if you have nothing (to give) , give him a gentle
response.

To all who are needy, give a portion of your own. But when
you give remember your own needs.

(Live) bravely, don't depend on what I've done. Let your own
bravery bring you honor.

Be exalted and uplifted by your fathers' greatness, but don't
despise your young friends

And moral instruction is made up of things that I might not

be blessed.
to return I would teach you. MayBut if God should allow me

God remove you from evil!

have mentioned, seek them out and study them—you will
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in a small letter tied to her wings,

send her with another,
or she fell into a snare.

If she is late or doesn't hurry then the other will make
haste.

When she reaches Joseph's house she will chirp upon his
rooftop.

Coming down into his hands, he'll play with her like a pet
bird

fled

the highways like sheep without a shepherd,

night.

ering their faces like a coat.

They were slain, slaying one another at the river crossing.
They were shamed by what they had hoped to accomplish against

reddened by waters of saffron and perfumed with frankincense.
When she takes flight and lifts off, 
lest an eagle meets the first one,

scattered like chaff on a tempested plain, 
strewn on
not having realized their hopes against their enemies.
When we went to kill them, then they fled under cover of

Even if she can not speak, send a dove with the news

freeing her wings and reading the letter^
Know, my son, that the cursed band of rebels has already

the closed and walled city, 
disgraced like thieves caught breaking in, their shame
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disgrace sticking to them like the lobe to the liver.
They drank contempt from a vial and sucked from a cup of

drunkenness.
There was pain in my heart, like a woman first giving birth,
upon which God placed a balm like rain in a drought.
Then my two eyes grew light and my enemies' (eyes) darkened.
I sing with a glad heart, but he makes dirges.
A voice of rejoicing in my heart, but he bemoans bitterly.
To you, my Rock and Tower, my soul sings.
In times of distress my supplications were ordered before you!

a phylactre upon your arm.
let it be written on your heart with an iron and lead pen.

My son, put your heart in the glorious hand of my God.
Rise and read my song among the people gathered together.
Bind it as
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cup of salvation!
Agag plotted to make Amalek* well known,

but God1s hand upon the throne
erased his name with his friends'.

The adder who raised his heart at the sea has perished.
He has trusted in his navy,

but God's anger was ignited against him.
My brother and friend, drink (from) the cups of victory

and sing to God with them
and give me drink and kiss me!

*the Slav

How often, 0 Mighty One of Jacob, has my soul cried out to
you with tears, but then shortly after laughed over a
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I will praise that which has no likeness or form
because his deed is trustworthy.

For he answers at all times, when I am in distress
and incline my heart to search him out—he answers.

When I grow weary with heavy fears and travel roads I do not
recognize, straying left or right.

When I said, Give my God the wing of the dove
that I might fly to the wilderness and there dwell—

1
And he said, will your hand become limp in distress,

your courage turn and melt on the fearful day
and do like the doves do when the heron and hawk see (them) .
Therefore, cry out to the God who always responds.

Cry out, turning yourArise at every side and corner.
eyes to God.

Laugh at those who trust in spear or shield.
I answered him: listen to my speech and give me your ear:

in distress.

I precede the day of battle with prayer—that's first.

In three things do I trust and depend on

as if it were a

And a poem about what (miracles) He will do for me
and (thirdly) my heart which laughs at the sounds (of

evening are snared.
and enraged and leaves with preyHe rises up early, angry

battle)
hungry lion in his den, whose cubs in the
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resting between his ribs.
I will recount the deeds God did when distress turned my

hair grey
and smote my body with sickness
and my enemies said, there’s no remedy for this (disease).
When he who would violate the treaty rose
and rebelled, building (fortresses) and surrounding my head

with a net,
violating and changing his oath,
doing so without knowledge or wisdom
casting upon my king a dispute and argument.

whose counsels I heard but couldn't believe,
to the old man reputed as trustworthy who abandoned his

faithfulness without justification,
to his aid) and countedcame

like wrongdoers.
sword

covered with the fat
laid siege and captured town and city withWe

My jealousy smokes against my enemy
like straw in the mud.

He fell by the sword in old age, by the hand of a man

and spread his troops (who
his soldiers (to send them out) , whoring after his heart

a great people

We went to war against him with an enemy
and blood of the people's princes.

and chariot, prepared to do battle.
and he was trampled

They lay in wait to do harm, like a lion in a cave
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who struck him and didn't need (to strike) twice.

Became at the death of her king is now like a widow.
raw.

as on the dayWe returned,

and its inhabitants into (his) hands.
life with song and melody

which shall be renewed by the mouth of every man,

come
I will thankdo for me like you did in that year.

you forever with song and rejoicing.

*Nu. 21:13-14.

At his demise the daughters of his people cried bitterly, 
wailing like wolves and desert owls.

when I was without support.
Giving enemy cities

And when her fertility seems past, she will still have time 
wandering to the east, crossing to the south, 

going down to the sea (west) , going up northwards,

who escaped from jail to do evil again.
His sentence matched his deeds.

My friends have eaten the plunder of her wealth 
The kinsman rebelled and defrauded his king,

I will praise all the days of my

although once

like a

as a gift to the destroyer,

of Arnon and Metanah,*
with faces shining like the moon, to the redeemer of my soul

Mourning together and raising a dirge, the town of his joy 
is like a hut.

young doe upon the hills of S'nir and Amana.
My God, when my foe shall come to dispute and chastise,
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The sorrows of the heart are like sharp arrows,
but it wasn’t always so in days gone by.

Though hardship hasn't found me—
why have I discovered sorrows?

Seeing my beloved Joseph in my mind
is like a hurting blow.

Since hearts feel whatever comes
to a loved one far away.

His heart hurts like mine for eight days.
How can the pain be lifted or endured?

Our bodies aren't like brass,

But on the ninth day men said to me

weary of suffering (boils) and his face aflame
blisters on all of his body and face.

Chastised with pain like this for eight days
more difficult than eighty years.

The heads of all that
were the source of tears, their eyes wells.

But they have said, his fever has fallen,
and left him and the tumult has died down.

The berries of its plague have blossomed
scattered whitely against his skin.

nor our strength the strength of stones!

came to visit him

Joseph is ill, full of boils
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But his eyes are guarded by God
who guards the faithful one.

Joseph, your sickness had disturbed my slumber
(other) men were sleeping.when

It made me forget how to judge and conduct (the people) ,
(to lead the war) and strategy.counsel

I loathed the service of kings
who were prepared to do battle.

But a letter that you wrote revived me with your healing,
gladdening (my heart).

Praises like the points of
of Time (fortune).

from the clouds.

but (when the letter)
sickness portends that fine clothes and pleasureMy son, your

will be made for the bride.
the blossoming of boils tells that wise blossomsAnd

you will sire in Israel.
And the points (of the boils)—

will wear and aornaments for the bride you

that covers the wedding canopy

came, turned full of joy.

crown for grooms.
The crust (of the plague) portends the embroidery 

like veils.

a crown upon the head,

that are

And thanksgivings to him who performed great things for me

My soul which was full of worry

as numerous as the grains of sand or the raindrops
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You will rise to authority and the council of the elders
like the rising on your skin.

Watch over your soul at the end of your sickness
Don'tand eat according to doctor's instructions.

turn to others (for instructions)
If you discover, by the goodness of God, relief

read and write pleasant books.
Since by your wisdom you go up to Arcturus

and you rule over leaders.
You shall rest above the members of your generation

in revealing new things and old secrets.
You will be praised among your brothers, like Joseph.

You will be blessed, like Asher (with his) children.
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Be gone from my head—turban and cloth.
Tear my garments to cubits and spans.

Break the musical instruments, harp and drum.
Pour out the liquid of the vine of moist and dry grapes.

Obliterate happiness from my heart,
bill of divorce from joy and happiness.

since Joseph is in a place of mourningCry out, "Aha!"
Sitting by his death and calling 0 my sister!

over her departure, worrying about herFull of (sorrow)

pered daughters.
The heart of maids and mothers, broken and wept,

the heart.
If you refuse to be comforted, and lift up your voice in the

street and at home, with cries and shouts
mouth.Take pleasant words from myPay heed to my words.

en

raged against the heads 
against princes, counselors against ministers,

r

Speak pleasant words like me.
Consider and assess the letter which I wrote to you 

of argument and chastisement.from the battlefield, full
The letter was written when the heads (of one camp) were 

of (the other camp), princes

Rise and write a

The eye of maids and families cries.
His heart, not able to withstand the test, was scorched in 

the house of morning because of the flames ignited in

death, the day when she was taken from among the pam-
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Their forces multiplied, they polished their spears,

They were in battle like flames that have been blown on,

worry and seek redemption for me,

with hands outstretched in faithfulness, salvation from

your Rock.

Request with a ready heart, (offer prayers) to God almighty

smelling like the scent of incense.

That he open up the gates for me, since all the gates are

but the grief over the death of brothers lives and re
sides in the heart forever.

A man remembers the death of a brother forever,

This is the span of the days of a man, whose body is dust
and God is the

The end great and small,comes to all,
book like a prophecy on the tablets.

not add days after his day comes
add to mourning and sighing?why should one

as the bent and aged.

closed—and in His hands are both gates and keys.
Sorrow for the dead will depart and disappear,

they resembled the heat of boiling pots.
Therefore,

as written in the
governor over bodies and souls.

but the death of other relatives are forgotten in time.

"house" of worry to (a place) of peace and quiet.
Before she experienced days of trouble, she never will ail

their arrows multiplied against the heart and its chambers.

Her days were fulfilled, she returned to the earth, from a

If a man can
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I give thanks for (all things) bitter and sweet, happy and

sad before my end comes.

I praise the Rock whether for good or evil,

for He is a king to be praised with psalms!
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like towers.

How can I greet God with gifts for them and how can I return

all the rewards with which he has rewarded my soul?

If I

God's is the earth and all possessions, houses and tents!

Or if I were to offer up my soul to him as a gift—all souls
are in his hand. He rules within the hearts and bowels.

If I to multiply my words in his praises—my wordswere
would run out, but his powerful praises would never
come to an end.

But if i to restrain my mouth and be quiet,were
then what good is a mouth,

Or why did God make me understand or grant me knowledge
if I am to act like fools and sluggards.

I can do no more but recount his greatness to the best of my

ability and his greatness and to please Him in general

or particular.
I give thanks to the Rock who did not hold me back with locks

and fetters on a day of sorrow and reproach, from His
deliverance.

low princes and warriors exalted in power.
and with a strong hand

a tongue or speech to a man?

were to give him all that I possess—

great as I am great, or as many as locusts, towering

How many times have you driven with your power, and brought

I am indebted to God for good things and multiplied miracles,

They wanted to capture me in anger
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so I sent them back wounded with shame.
Also, when my sick kinsman said when I was ill, Aha this one

is as good as dead and cannot be counted among the sick!
You were merciful and you commanded that my soul be saved

from every illness which was marked with agony and pain.
In one year you pounded my foes and in another year

you delivered your beloved from ills and pains.
And when those two ensnared in another year,me,

you set my footsteps upon paved roads.

Berbers and Arabs gathered. They have closed in round

They considered and said, there is no salvation for the men

before the Arabs, Berbers, and aliens.of Granada,

They erred in their appraisal, that the living God mayso

inscribe me in the company of saved and redeemed!

Some trust chariots or horses but (God) does for me
what he did for the pious and great!

They came in their joy like victors when the spoils are

They rose to the light of day like
They returned in the night like

They go in their disgrace and fled in disgrace.

about me to wage war with horses and with soldiers.

Along one road they came, (against you) healthy, 
but they fled seven ways, stunned and wounded, 

a warrior on highways.

They encamped for a half a day,
but they journeyed half the night smitten and stumbling.

a thief in (obscure) paths.

divided but they returned saddened and beaten.
secure in their strength
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They are a satire and a parable in the mouth of men.
I returned with a happy heart but my Rock punished me

with diseases which bore some good.
I grew hot when they (the diseases)

burning coals.
I streamed when they fled like a river and brooks.

And like the lion of Samson I am strong, and the blood of
my body is sweet. But my diseases in my blood were
maintained.

From time to time they come like as heralds who come at
appointed times and set times.

I shout in fear it is followed with fire and after it is sweat

cloud thundering and lightening at the end, whose

!i
stare and am

I crave sleep, thirsty for water,
hungry for food.

Many of my kin surround

sician.

sleepless in the bed like infants.

1 am faint when I rise.

and hoping for (my) healing.

They prowl both morning and night after every skillf P 

They deliver and bring every potion.

Returning to their Rock in secret, casting down a cry

me, distressed over me and waiting

in whose waters my bones are bathed.

Like a

their clothing soaked in tears, like bloo
They saw as the days of sickness prolonged that I was not

came, like an oven with

waters fall and flow on the ground
I will sit and recline like an old man, but at bed time
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cured and in haste, they said

Is there not, among all of these who are pouring out prayers,
one whose prayer which will be received in heaven?

no organs.
He has sent me healing like the rain and dew

blessing in these (diseases) , for by them God
cleanses sins even though we think of them only as a
curse.

To God who rewarded me according to his love and goodness,

but did not repay me for my evil deeds and actions

I like wine to the aged,

I care for those who unworthy and undeserving,are
I unworthy and undeserving (a lowly son of lowly

folk) of all that you have done
for your servant—whose actions have been perverse

and whose words are crooked.

They are over.

compose a praise whose words are

for I am

he sent after holding back the heavens.
There is a

(perfumed) oil to the groom, or milk to the infants. 

0 God,

Three months have passed by my soul like shadows, as if I had

Is there no cure for him although he constantly takes medi

cine in order to heal his diseases!

What else shall I speak or say—since he has done good for

and not repaid the perversities, according to their evil.

t-hpre are those on it Behold the earth belongs to you bu

n • •and who bow down towho would despise your religion
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idols and statues.

You are able to control (the earth). You can open its mouth

like on the day of Korah and swallow them like the

dead and the stillborn.

If you defer your anger for the stranger, will you grow angry

against the wicked and the sinners who spring up among

your people?
If you cause to stand in judgement—I have no justification.me

in word and deed.
If you search out my sins you will find evil

If I stumble against them tomorrow it's because day and night

snare and stumbling block for myself.

If you cause them to pass away—it's in accordance with your

has compassion on fools and wise men.
If I commit a sin in my house, but I act with propriety out

side in the path and lane
I will be like

but within the heart is filthy.

I search out the will of God in

consistent in private or in public.

return tofriend to sin and I will nevera
among the gods or mighty ones. 

I will not be

men who wash the outer skin of the face

as numerous as

my heart and speech,

I made them a

my actions are
I offer prayers to the king with whom none compares

name—"The one who causes sins to pass away" and who

drops in the sea, grains of sand or stars.

You are "justified"
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folly like sinners and fools.

I will not stand in the path of the wicked

nor will I walk with the evil.

And I will not dwell with those who jest like fools.

For a day is set aside for God to judge

on which he judges all deeds, whether good or bad
-

on the scales .

i
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Before the journey I requested to go

at the time of separation I wanted to (return and) sit

awhile
and who is like a nine year old* able to endure the

separation, his heart is like iron or a hewn stone.
Peace unto the daughters crying in my house over my departure!

Do they know that I am well and fine,
like a viceroy in a chariot.

Only I desire: if only God would annul the separation
so that it would not come to mind!

*Yhosef, his son.
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Samuel, greet Him who dwells with the Cherubim
with praises like rain on the grass.

May the praises of your Rock and Redeemer be beloved in your
heart.

the path remember what he did for you on the
paths.

And praise God who rewards you with good
IIand pray "Praised are You, who rewards the good with good!

Remember the signs which he made for you here like the miracles

When kings pursued after you to kill you

clouds
and when they went out from tortured paths and laid

But they
sick at heart and in bitter sadness.

not remember when he gave youDo you remember this?

fat like milk.

He expelled your waste, but

I

He suckled you to satiation, but not by mouth.
not through orifices.

to you from all sides.
You fled and fell into the spring whose banks overflowed

Do you 
light for nine months in the dark folds.

He curdled you in the womb like cheese and poured out the

an ambush

on horses light as

When you go on

of the pure ones close to him.

like generous hands.
were shamed who had hoped and they returned



102

#18

He prepared your creation within (the womb) and brought you

out at the end of the appointed time.

Will you not remember his deeds atWill you remember this?

your birth, when you suckled on milk.

For without understanding the days were like nights

and mornings like evenings.

(the difference between) those far and near,You didn't know

nor truth from falsehood.

You couldn't do good for yourself, so he gave you generous

parents,

Putting love in their hearts to satisfy you,
even if they were hungry.

when frost comes at night,
and to guard you by day from the heat.

weak with wetEventually he endowed you with speech, you were

branches.

He led you and taught you to walk

Will you remember this? Will you
like an elder?

to

of renown.

understand the wisdom of the Arabs.
To open unblemished doors (of wisdom) with fluency among men

you knowledge and good sense
He endowed you with wisdom by his scripture and law which

and you jumped like a grasshopper.
not remember that he gave

are first among all studies.
He explained the insight of the Greeks and enabled you

To watch over you
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He made

Will you not recall that he placed

your seat above the prominent stars

and riches great by the hand of God, silver like the forest

trees, gold like stones.

Linen clothing and purple embroidery, ornaments dragged into

your house.
He made your heart as wide as the sea and your hands fresh

like rain water.
He taught you how to answer appropriately when standing before

king in order to save lives.a
In times of

like flames, in council.wars,

enemies with animosity like one who treads grapes

in a wine vat.
Will you (only) remember this? Will you not remember when He

quenching your sword with blood, like water, drawn from the

flames sparks from all sides
and every soul was black and every heart like wax

wells of joy.
On the day of stress and fear, hot like an oven giving

your name great across the sea and in western lands.
Will you remember this?

a time of trouble, redeeming speedily,

peace (he taught you) the laws of peace 
and in time of battle—strategy.
(He taught you) how to ignite the flame of battle

and every face pale

To tread on

stood up for you in

or to extinguish
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and arrows and spears sent forth, like rain mingled in the

air.

Swords opened their jaws wide on the chiefs and horsemen

and princes.

nor could

And your goodness like water found in an arid land

precious wealth and embroidered carpets.

and to all who pass by.
Tongues will be filled with their retelling and books 

with their records.
They will go on the roads with men to Zoan (Egypt) and to the

give your servant a mouth to declare the glory of your 
excellence of your kindness and goodness.

For the kindness, you bestowed in your goodness on him, 
in times of distress, even though he was laden with sin.

among your friends could save you.
His deeds multiplied beyond number or telling, 

they be written in a book.
0 God,

lands of Lohavim (Lybia).

0 God, your servant has sinned, whom you supported with

A prominent name like the righteous who tremble and are 

frightened by your words.

He whored like evil men after his heart and eyes and

or grapes in the desert.

I will declare your deeds to all who stand and all who sit

He redeemed you when disaster was at hand, 

when none
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May the utterings of his

are subjects in my lines, about which my

but

they are carved out and

Their interpretation is revealed to you as my heart is known

0 God, Don't exchange healing

May my beloved, not be shamed by me, nor dogs laugh at me

enemies.

of earth for me in my grave.

they are like to stolen waters, 
and broken cisterns, though 

filled with goodness.

do not destroy your works, 
for pain.

mouth be sweet before you!
Is it good for you that you are mindful of the transfressions

desire and not the desire of my
Make the years sweet for me til death and sweeten the

of your loved ones and the sins of your beloved.
If the sins testify against him, may the cherubim intercede 

for him righteously.
0 God, there

opponents speak haughtily.
They don't draw them like water from deep water,

Erase his sin, hear his prayer.
turned to the proud ones.

to you, for you test the heart.

on the day of calamity.
Cover me with your wings and your shade according to my
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Do you recall the mountain paths of sand which I crossed,

thousands who listen to me like a father.

And wait for my words like rain,

willingly.
May they follow after me

who listen to my common sense like prophecy.

And today in transit to you, but behind me, are tens of

Therefore, O God, bless them.

while afraid, fleeing with my staff?
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(The cup of wine) is skillful in snaring of hearts—but
I who taught the art of capturing hearts to this

it does not speak obscenities

carefully chosen than the sons of Zadok it profanes the

covenant of friends, but does not profane its father

Nor does notnot because of her beauty.

priestly fare to the stranger (Lev. 22:12)

Ashamed to say no and if she is compelled to do so curses

an inward honor (the cask) wine distorts the words

but it takes no bribes.

flour.

Shining and looking out like the dawn, yet majestic and awe-

families.

her days.

Hers is

not poor or lowly, but it (the cup of wine) speaks 
with pride.

with harlotry.
It is a princess,

as pure as
birth most dignified among

give a

lolling sluggard?
(Wine must remain undistrubed until it matures) , Generous

some as a beflagged army.
Having lineage as pure as mine with no miscarriage or untimely

nor does it treat its parents (the vines) with contempt.
More

(Victory) like this is an allegory and a parable.

Likewise, it is the majesty and dominion (of God) .

With words he will beg (to drink wine) , even though he is

of the just,
Smooth like oil, and sweet like honey, select
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He who is hewn from the rock of Kehet* or pit of Merari* and
borne by Miriam

Strides upon the walls and embankments, but does not stoop
at the door.

and inherits the statute of his GodAnd inspires great awe,

and not a hasty inheritance.

Steeped in learning and dominion it despises the perverse

and the crooked.

The community of his enemies and foes will be against its

will praise him and his kin.

Who can cover Dawn with his hand or make the crooked straight?

Who can tell the

mon to fine spices?

Joseph, my son, don’t destroy the building which I have

established with a straight and balanced line.

and you Solomon.

of builders and act

according to

and the wise andscorning the discipline of wise fathers

an aborting woman;
their understanding their

bread and butter

*Levite clans

the doctrine of their mothers.

The land cries out in bitterness and the earth mourns like

a destructive community

Since when men rise, who are the sons

But when the sons of wise men make

sun not to shine or give the smell of Cinna-

Rise to my office, that I might be considered to be a David
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(Wise) like the sons of Mohol* and not foolish like the sons
of Eliav and the son of Izhar and the son of Peleth**—

on wild and inferior vines.
0 my God, I multiply songs for you for multiple favors.
I raise and lift my voice and say
You are exalted in Kingship and power.
For you have trampled and cast down before

and perverse band of men.

Disperser, and slayer, and plunderer.

there it (the land) cannot tolerate
and it grew weary of the sight of plundered men,

and the slain and garments rolled in blood
smashed palaces and battered earth.And broken walls,

It was once famous as chief and ruler—

consumed kings.

wise men (I Kings

**Nu 16:1 (foolish rebels against God)

i

I

foresee such (a state).

Swallowed up and consumed when once it had swallowe

me the alien

but now called impoverished and fallen.
in the past it did not imagine or

I returned (haughty) with a

It was burned down, but

come to their land, that what was done

then the earth blossoms, flowers sprout, and vine fruit even

Who had said, there is none but me.

stretched forth neck, my mouth

*Heman, Calesh and Dardi—proverbially

But understood when we
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and tongue enlarged, head and skull uplifted.
I am at my high point, my enemies have surrenderedBehold,

and fallen to ruins
for the good and love which the hand of God,

in his goodness and love bestowed upon me.
My song for my Savior who is forever renewed for every assem

bly and congregation.

The desert shall rejoice and the wilderness be glad and

in joy like a hart.

sprout like a lilly.

The tongue of the dumb shall sing and the lame shall skip
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Joseph, which I have chosen for you from theTake this book,

best Arabic works.

I have copied it, while the slaying spear was sharpened in

our hands and the sword was drawn.

But I do not stop instructing you even

opened round about

Because having wisdom you find wisdom is more pleasant to

me than finding my foes flain.

Take it and discuss it and leave the group that lacks grace

of language and speech.

tree,

whose leaves are healing.

forest tree

in the end, go to the fire.whose limbs and branches,

i

Death commands one army to turn the harts to an army.
if death's mouth is

But the fool is like a

Know that the knowledgeable men are like the sweet fruit
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I

And even

If I go without provisions (i.

soul?

When

If

your generosity has lightened
they could be weighed together the scale bearing y

your soul has been good to so many, 
many hardships (which befell) God s people

road whither am I going?
My friends and my people asked me:

Has the fear of your sin grieved your
you have much righteousness to offset the sin

Recall, my heart, the goodness of old age and grey hair, 
but do not temember the days of youth gladly

so that this (old age) leads you to fear sin but the other 
(youth) leads you to sin and iniguity.

Do I have a mouth to answer on the Judgement Day—
for my mouth itself testifies against my fickle soul! 

Can I lift my head like the pure of heart, 
when my sin is written on my forehead!
can I rejoice in my old age, when my day comes, 
if I live ten thousand years!

If I do not know

and so

e., good deeds) to that distant

on the day of reckoning if I shall be sent 

into exile before nightfall

Who shall know what is written in my book (of life) , 

when I marshal troops and soldiers at war?

Who knows when I run off to battles every year

if my death is at hand?
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sins would be light enought to reach the Great Bear.
I responded to them, "How do you comfort me—with nonsense

soul that does battle against the non
sensical ! "

and it has deceived *like Tziva (deceived David) .me

God did well for me like a friend, but it (my heart)

acted with hostility.
But I trust that (He) will graciously treat me well,

generously forgiving the sinner.
Joseph, take your pen and write straight lines

Write in large letters as my God
had enlargened my steps in battle.

God did for me

in good state in beloved Zion,

and recount that when we went out to do battle with my ene-

At first they spoke haughtily,

turning back (repentance)

k

and send it to the Academy (in Jerusalem) .

Inform all whose sins are forgiven, and beloved who dwell

!>
3

mies who rushed to war me

And write down all that my

because there was no

when I have a

on the blank (page of the) letter.

A fire burns in my heart, since I have submitted my soul

but in the end they were dumbstruck

*11 Sam. 16:1-4.
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(numerous as
grains of) sand, with an army as broad as the sea,

We found theirthey fortified themselves in rocky cliffs.
land left prey to wild beasts.

We flooded them like the waters of Noah,
and their parapets became coffins for their souls.

Whatever they expected did not transpire,
of the scornful.for God maintain the imaginings

And the enemy who refused to listen at first when it stumbled

was in the end most willing to listen.

Upon seeing his tent full of destroyers,

eat a dry crust.
Just as all who stand on a lame foot,

soon hope for a place to sit.
I

which revives the soul.

I

and his land was surrounded by them.

Then that which was considered to be the chief among nations

plundered and had taken captives.

They vomited their food, vain delicacies, and yearned to

became a lowly kingdom.

And its soul became plundered and captive, after it had

When we went to destroy them with troops as

a thief (to strikeIf you stretch out your hand (against)

him) he will repay the theft two-fold.

0 God, my soul yearns on the day of wrath for your aid
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and that death was

made heavy and

who filled his (the enemy'sTo God,

young men and army
And satisfied my soul with His

it—
I write wondrous song.

I
with corners resembling

the lily of the

rob the waters of

You quicken those who go on the way

i
j
I
iI
/

You made his flesh my portion—
the shoulders, cheeks and stomachs, 

land) with desolation,

and filled my land with fruit
who satisfies my mouth with goodness, who renewed my

, like the eagle (its feathers) .
salvation when it hungered for

for in your
You took him to the slaughter, like sheep, 

fattened for the festive day.

I have seen my feet and hand slip 
sweeter than my life.

like a psalm of David,
cut from precious words (like) pearls, 

extracted from the golden rock of poesy 
bedecked with words and clothed in subjects 

(the model of) 
will be glad,

plain.
You will be wet, when drought and heat 

heaven and the rain is withheld.
at night.

When it is lifted the people

the desert shall rejoice and blossom as

You rose to cut my enemy with (your) voice, 

voice a flame against the enemies was struck.

a carved palace.

May it be sweet to one's lips
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and you make every aching soul rejoice.
And it will yet be sung in the midst of the dwellings

of God and in the chamber of the beloved bride.
And it will yet be placed in the mouth of the redeemed who

go up to Zion on the highway.
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My soul is pained and sick from worry and my home is taken

away and stripped by wandering.

My heart wishes to stand in the Temple of God, pines and

faints in the midst of his sanctuary.

is not able to bear separation from (my son)My soul

Joseph on Sabbaths and holidays.

When all the rich and the poor observe Sabbath and festival

with food and drink—

and riches to my soul?

home is safe and sound.

My hand makes war speedily, and my eye

from looking for my friends.

i

in a virgin wilderness.

By day, do I consult with jackals in the wilderne

how will I stagger like

How will I desist from keeping the Sabbath in joy?

How does a wanderer cook my food, like the food which is in

Light, honor and majesty are on my face, 

from wandering.but my heart is like darkness

Will I yearn forever and be lonely like the widower

life) , for whom does my soul travail?

When my soul stops enjoying anything—what good is wealth

a drunk on a holiday

the pot like the boiled shankbone.

And if I lack the good and pleasant and restful (things in

I am in anguish, my

My face is happy, but my soul is mourning, 

is tired
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And by night, is my brother the night owl in the heights
or plains?

(even though) I wander from the depths of the sea,Behold
isn't this depth the daughter of my eye
my tears)?

Doesn't my wandering desire (to hear) the truth,
will you make my departure just?

Why is it that during the month of Tishrei he makes my
wandering a sinful thing for me?

How will separation rule with strength over me?
Its mother will be in the midst of its people for a

covenant.
You go down with its cap into the pit,

humble kingdom there.
ears remain pure,Joseph, give ear to my opinion and may your

(uncircumcised) to every evil.

bestowed corresponding to you

creator,Arise early and late to pray towards the house of your
serve him in fear.

small, andTurn away from the evil forever whether little or

crooked paths or unpaved

-

and my reproof is planted within your heart.
Listen to my arrayed speeches, like Rachel producing twins

which has a

which have no barreness within them.

My words are

(i.e. source of

In fear of the Rock, do not walk on
from sin, small or great.
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roads.
soul will be closedCircumcise your heart in goodness and your

to evil, your mouth to foreign women.
Look into the Bible and your religion

ask.and whatever you do not know-
Return in the reward those righteous who

able.
find no defect infor one canTake from them understanding,

them or in their faith.
One has onyx, as if they

well when they

The report in my letters are

turns.

near to

i
I

The sufferings of the heart
and they shall bring redemption

out of love for me and you.
Serve them and be careful to grant them due honor as you are

jewelry on the face of
(These) words will attract hearts like a

cart in the midst of a plain
and in (their hands) the plundered pain

the plundered eye
the oppressed

Call out my greetings to them

every morning without interruption.

like the model of pleasant

come and thus shall your glory

came to your dwelling

the bedecked bride.

calf which drags a

One has gold and one has crystal.

were (the mythical land of) Havilan.

They will multiply (your knowledge) for you

be multiplied for them.

and at night speaking of them

shall flee from

their soul.
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cense and the grain offering mixed with good oil.

I
=

I

They are as fragrant as (the forest of) Lebanon or frankin-
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scholars of law, discernment and knowl-Men of good sense,
edge teach me the melodies,

and instruct me to praise in song
and lend me tongues with which to speak.

So that I leave off from my work
and offer songs to my redeemer for my redemption.

like the mother to the rest of my de
liverances and they were her children.

pale (with fear)
Planting fear in the valiant heart, sprouting white (hair)

on the head of the babe.
When we came to the land of the enemy, crooked and perverse

and master of exploits
who sins as well as rebels

we went to exact retribution for new
old ones

With (as many) horses as the number of drops in the wells.

but there is not enough (wells)

its vessels, but

food awaits them.
the land.

I

i

to give them (the horses) drink.

sufficient food in

The deliverance was

And the people have wings (extending out) over

A nation (so great that) which lacks

(knows that) in the enemy's vessels

who compounds evil acts with wilful transgression 

rebellions after the

When flaming anguish arose in battle and every face turned
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and rises like the Nile and the Jordan.

And nations whose terror preserves them

pitching their tents in a plain and camping securely.

Woe to the place of their encampment and to where they

turn to travel tomorrow!

Every year they destroy kings with their might, subduing

them or appoint them

this day and on the morrow they

they water it.

(when they want) they feed them.lords and

As the sea wind brings the rain, but may also shatter up

ac-

By night they hunger for sleep.
with secure sleep.

him who cries in bitter

cording to the Torah of the true God,
And their battle—on one day, (they were) faithful

rebellious•

ships.

With masques cast over men, they adjudicate and judge

They do what they desire on

but on another day of battles they were

By day they are satiated

return and change their tactics.

(When they want) they parch the lands and (when they want) 

(When they want) they starve the land-

When the king does not respond to

ness they rush to respond to his cry.

And the knowledgeable appease them (cover their face )
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Together we made ramparts, wall and tower lament and we

destroyed walls.

And on seeing this, he alerted distant kings of neighboring
monarchs.

They hastened to his aid, like turtledoves and doves to their
dovecotes.

In

palaces and in the demolition of residences

waged war without armor or helmet and horsemen, not riders

of she-asses.

They pitched (their tents) and we pitched two camps in the
two towns.

with steady hands.

to act against them with arms and long spears. 

We did battle with lances and spears at the sixth hour. 

But the angels of heaven stood to intercede in our di P

groups without end or number, men of different faiths 

and craftsmen schooled in the destruction of princely

We arose

We pillaged her treasures, trooped into her gates and made 

her dwellings desolate.

No one among his soldiers was able to remove smoking fire

brands from his nostrils.

when they go out (to war) with presents and portions.

Then we rose against the proud king and entered complacent 

lands.
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They prosecuted them for their sins and in the end they were
captured by their own sins.

capital crime and not a civila

offence.

dispersed from their positions, like

chaff from the threshing floor.

And they abandoned their tents to their enemies,

While their hands still held their spades.

Their tent line and the platforms, coverings of embroidery

and cords were still spread.

sadness.

And because of their weakness, their sounds are muted but

ours were tumultous in victory.

their skin with an iron penWe hastened and wrote on

We filled them with
sheaths.

the faceWe stamped their shame on them and humiliation on
of the enemy!

moment, not with wine, butWarriors became drunk in one

with the blood of their heart.
the morrow were car

ried away in caskets.

, struck them with blows) .

if their bodies were

bold letters (i.e.

Suddenly they were

God judged their case as

our swords, as

When they were broken they wailed like a woman in labor 
even though they had not previously known (such)

They carried standards that day but on
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Making those groups who were nurtured on purple lie down

in dung heaps.

We appeased our anger with their blood.

Nothing like blood can quiet anger.

How did you give no thought, 0 my foe to such things and
1

how did you not understand?

(with) gashed hands and cut off thumbs?

(Like) castrated horses, clothing and equipment soaked red

(with blood) , flowing on (the floor of) the chariot

(*I Kings 22:35-38)

How did you abandon men of rank
and return to women of rank?

We made their sons pass

s

misfortune

The weary bones (of our soldiers)

fattened because of toil now were

J
I

and (on) the prostitutes*

without neighbors.

Since in her house there is such a

How could you not be ashamed to flee with the fugitives

and therefore she alone raises (her voice) in dirges, 

which before were not 

fattened (by victory),

like sheep under the hands

(of shepherds and shepherdesses) to be counted (them) .

And on the day of your misfortune we deprived their women by 

might of food, clothing, and conjugal rights.

The (pampered) women who stay indoors bared themselves to (other) 

women revealing their disgrace and nakedness.

Each one in her house will weep for son and husband, lonely
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and they who were lean from the wear of travel
you now see them fat from the wear and tear of

the foe.

The beasts of burden who

oven and fired,

to the hand of the flame

and their

wealth was like slices of an ox's flesh

0 my Deliverer, I have had faith in You and therefore You

helped faithful God!me.

When the enemy treated us with contempt in their hearts,
you made them contemptible and you understood their

and did

not place understanding in their hearts.

You shortened their hands in battle when I multiplied my prayers

(were) conquered by the hand of the enemy 

and their produce ground up by the teeth of the foe. 

Their lands

were axes made of dross, 

were not refined in a (smelting) 

their gardens abandoned

were laid desolate and their homes, the 

dwellings of ostriches.

Every house

mosques covered with the soot of the firebrand.

Their city walls

covered with cedar and painted vermillion 

(now is) without walls and without bricks.

And all of their

plans.

You foiled their designs and destroyed their

were lightened for the road (are 

now) weighted down by their spoil.

As if their castles

You are a

roasted over a fire.
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before you.
i

They will beTherefore I will make lengthy praises today.

like stout oaks for you.

With speeches like a watered tree, planted by the rivers, and

verdant words.

Engraved upon the praises and kept in store for future gene

rations

your might and be filled

generations
and proclaim them to their peoples.

shall dwell in my grave
and the elders will make them (God’s miracles) known to the

and the pure and righteous will see
with joy.

Princes will proclaim them in their castles and the poor will

sing them in their huts.

And future congregations shall rend you thanks, long after I
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My heart burns with fire within
at the passing of youth and the exile of Judah

that I dwell defiled outside of Zion.
(like) death

or the purgatory of the grave.
returning for the rebel from ExileCan there indeed be a

and a day of wrath for those who are angry and turn

away (from God)?

tradition in the moutha

to cast the evil-doers into the pit

If I
shall we go with song and chant?

God (i.e.
By my life, my Redeemer lives!

I
f

I The evil inclination will not deceive
honored among heroes.you are a noble and most

Is there yet

of this captive people given by the Freer of the captives.

I 1

i
and to raise the righteous people above Jupiter?

the high platformor my sons were to sing well on

my place is among kings and nobles.
me when it says

And I shall see the sons of the living 

Israel) hastening to Zion like clouds or doves.

I will yet hope until I die

(to see) the ingathering of the exiles.

And I will not say, I am great and glorious,



129

#25

And what will you add when salvation comes, to Joseph
(his son) and what (wealth) will you gather when the
exiles are ingathered?

Standing in the Temple court is better and more pleasant than
ruling over all creatures.

A banquet of sweet delicacies in a defiled land
is a banquet of bitterness for me.

in glory the high place (i.e., the sanctuary) in ZionBuild,
and raise

mouth as was it my salvation when I sat

with my lips licked?

Open your mouth and fill the princes of your peop

with the best flesh of young lions.

burnt offering and sacrifice lambsThen I will bring to you a

up the dear children of Zion and Jerusalem.

spoke to me (these words)

Is it vain and worthless that God placed crystal speech in your

upon your altar.

My heart awakened me from sleep while it is still night and

Renew in youth, as it was before, the love of youth,

as that of an eagle.

Satisfy your lamb (Israel) which is consumed by the nations

with the gift of phrase. . •
Turn your mouth to diamonds and your palate 9

, • j-u -t-hp thread of song,filigree, sewn together with
 holiness to God who makes Compose songs with the splendor of
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straight the crooked for you in the times of distress.
And adorned your head, on the day of battle, with crown of

his deliverance and help.
When you go into battle (against) many and mighty warriors

and forces more numerous than yours

when the troops close in upon you, (blinding) like night and

the soldiers like mountains

and they (the enemy) thought that your feet were bound by the

ropes of the evil messengers in their land,

Then spears met spears

and the brave overcame the brave
(like) bees and they did what theand they sent forth arrows

(i.e., they killed)
And all the best among men were

devoured (or food for) polished arrows.were

shared theAnd they who proud of their great warriors,were

was

trees.

camel, enmity like a serpent,

and ravagings like evil spirits.

And with jealousy like that of a

lot of their youthful recruits.

and all (of our men) who came into battle took off (their 

coats) but wore (helmets) upon their heads in glory

With the heat of passion burning like flame and pride as 1 

high like the heavens and stature (erect like) palm

bees did not do (Dt. 1:44).
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aristocrats
who erect memorials in their heart when their souls depart

from their heart

if the shaft of their spears in their right hands was likeas

and its sharpened point was like thorns.a weaver’s beam,

dust raised by their chariots.

Their shields, like expensive castles,

mouth of the sword at the light of day

and all of them marched out to die like one who walks in joy

flesh.

There were scars and bruises upon them more severe than those

of the poor and more numerous than the embroidery worn

and their skin was torn to shreds by arrows.

anew

each morning.
He bereft their hearts from courage

and turned them to broken men
and sent Death's First Born and dragged the

hair-locks to the grave.

to gather honeydew from the forest.
They ran to destroy their flesh, rejecting the life of the

in battle
warriors by their

by the wealthy.
section in the courtyard, like that of kings,

were laid low by the

There was a

Then arose the God who works his miracles for me

And their eyes filled with starless darkness because of the

men who were not men, but they were crowned kings and
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and came between the warriors who were linked in battle and

Then those, who before had been friends in battle,

Together they were swept away, for God repelled them

and they fled because of the rebuke of the sword.

And most of them were imprisoned, defeated, measured by cords

For

longer style (lit. "cut") their hair for honor

stiff necked prince with dull witsevery

up bodies in
Their backs were white as the moon and now

Now lions roar against them!

and beauty, even though they are not Nazirites.
God appointed

and to give it to the tigers.

(Those) who were dispersed in their cities,

and to give it to others (i. 

to take the flesh of

are today piled

e., my soldiers),

a time to plunder the wealth of these people

left them corpses;

were separated by battle.

they are black like Negroes.

Hawks and falcons are gathered against them,

and devils clap their hands at their plight.

And all who had roared like lions on a day of misfortune,

eternity they will serve as guards in graveyard and open 

fields, whereas before they were guarded in their courtyards. 

They will no

(II Sam. 8:2) and fewer were slain.

To my Rock, I will make a poem

a heat blasted land.



r
133

#25

which is superior to all songs, and will be a song of

songs.

Its shoots will go out like Lebanon,

sending forth its boughs to Shinar.

Its words will be chosen to be chanted with a glad heart,

in assemblies and at choice weddings.

And its stanzas—princes will guard them in their hearts

and meditate on them whenever they sit in the gates.

And they will

who straightens obstacles (lit. hills)
for the straight.

I
II

see that God exists and judges

He does good to those who do good,
but repays the evil of those who do evil or speak lies.
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(A) life without poverty or disease is good for my soul. .
If it weren’t for my old age—

"if only not" will help me.but no or
as sand,numerous

appeared on my head and grew.
I saw that my steps were speeding toward death.
(The hair which was) black and

and withered.
The universe and its spheres willThus will my day wither.

fall to waste.

cluster, has withered.

(0 time) turn back and bring forth the flower of youth and

ripen.

evil?

thoughts (turn to repent-those men whose

strength and overcome (it).

If it were not for cups of wine, which young

What can a man do, whose plans deceive and beguile him, 

for he must stand in the presence of God, heavy and full of

Steal some days from eternity which were stolen from you

If not—know what remorse tomorrow shall bring you and cease.

ance) at night.

They weigh (their lives) , subduing their libido wi

new has gone the way of pride

White hair as

Happy and wise are

My life, which is finished, whose grapes ripened like a

"if only"

women took for me
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filled for me,

which took and cast out the sadness of my heart from my loins.

They said be gone from theThey (the cups) were beautiful.

heart which you have afflicted—and they were gone.

If not for the battle, whose tumult dwelt and was confined

in my heart,

The uproar of the battle lorded it over the

song of wine,

(when) they heard the singing at the feast, the exultation of
battles they trembled.

For then my fate bequeathed and left
honor to strangers and backsliders.

and thenThe enemy despoiled the covenant between us

We entered into an

dealt deceitfully.
Their mouths responded and

Then

tated like a torrent.
, embroidery andThey all waged war with a crown and splendor

colored garb.

acted faithlessly.

oath and stood by our obligation, but they

we rose against them with men

They made their paths crooked.

ridiculed and they (spoke) foolishly.

If not for (God who did) miracles against my enemy, 

whereby they fell down and flowed away like spring rain.

as an inheritance my

They spoke very proudly and slandered me.

who went up and were agi-
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They rose with a sword unsheathed and raised the banner

in the name of God.

They put on their spears and came into the proud (enemy's)
camp and slew (them).

They thrust the spears into the hearts of the Berber chiefs

and planted it.

They cut the corpses with iron when the time for their har

vesting was ripe.

They slew (as) men and imprisoned women. They destroyed

and devoured.

They torched the olive trees
they cut them down and they withered.

You made them look like black You smote them and theymen.
fell.

put to shame and closed the doors of his

They had seen themselves as highborn sons of God -now they
were humiliated.

They saw crowd

in all lands.
and vanished like cloudsThe vanity of (their) tongues passed

north of Seville.*A mountain of the Arxate range

L-

locusts who destroyed them
They were treated with contempt in their land and p

on the Mount of Olives,*

and went away.

Their prince was

upon crowd of soldiers, encamped like

gates like a jail.

The foolish foes saw what had come upon them and they
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(Their) deeds were consumed by fire and their words in
flame and were annihilated.

Saved, (our troops) stood in joy by the wells of salvation
from which they drew water.

They washed and immersed their feet in the blood of the slain
enemy.

My brothers—whose hearts rejoiced at my salvation.

happy heart.

at all times.
I

I

I
i

Request that God do this for me

Rise and take the drum and sing and dance to God with a

Recite and multiply songs over the goodness which God has

multiplied for me.
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God enlarged my mouth with teachings and commandments

and pronounced me worthy to teach.

Therefore, turn to me you upright and listen to this testi

mony of the (Torah):

in the Torah of God,

from scholar to student.i
The wise conserved them until time came and loosed

the bounds of conflict.
And the bread of understanding

study) and doubts increased in the circle of scholars.
The disciples of Shammai and Hillel were divided

like (a slippery pall).

Then Judah Hannasi and wrote downarose

the six orders of the oral Torah,

enlightening the face of the world with the Mishna, whose

i

I
!

j
J

I

the general principle of the commandments

is explained, but the details were sequestered in the heart.

They were received from Moses by word of mouth and

was lacking in the academies

when the fear came

were kept, not in writing, but in the heart.

They were given from prophet to prophet and were transmitted

sections are like shining constellations.

He recalled the well known disputes of his generation,

and the water of understanding from the wells.

And the disputants became many in the gates of the (houses of
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resolving obscurities,
with devices found for all who demand,

like honey (found streaming) in the forest.

divided and wrote their disputes in

further tractates
in which they (insisted that)

vidual interpretations (and follow the rule of the
majority) in which explicit laws were confirmed.

God fearing men searched them (the laws) and correctly judged
obligations and with the obscurities of exemptions.

They labored to determine the correct laws,

and distinguished the pure from the impure.
Justice returned to (its original clarity)

(new) terrors and eventsDoubts were reborn afterwards when
were born.

which (previously) had been

and caused a bloom to come

Mishna taught.
And in them caused flowers to rise for the Torah 

forth in the statutes.

Troubles obscured the secret of the laws
solved by the early generation

of interpreters.
But the Amoraim found the doors to every obscurity

of things permitted and forbidden.

They were able to recognize what was valid and what was invalid,

and doubts were removed from the instruction.

After (Judah) men were

one desist from following indi-
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They gathered from the laws, like eggs, and they collected

Rav Ashi and Rabina gave them in the Talmud (Bavli) ,

arranged in this correct sequence.

They built a wall and encampment for the Torah

and established wall and rooms for (our) religion.

Upon every mysterious thing in the Torah they trod, like one

clusters of grapes in the wine press.

They brought forth its obscurities, like one who brings

"children of the grape") stored (be-forth wine (lit.

neath) the skin.

Many strayed from them in their interpretation of Talmud and

Torah.

teachings which were invalid

few words to the perverse

groups.

But although they did not speak

permanent.
out.and stuck their tonguesThey opened wide (their mouths)

quote today in their name.

strong hand,
were made

Indeed heretics displayed a

The law was impoverished and severe regulations

name of great and valid authorities.

of this date

who trods upon

Things which were invalid were said in the

They explained in their name responsa as 
which removed many from the righteous path.

so, nevertheless, they are

commandments from them, like herbs.

They taught men
and wrote books in which were a



■

141

#27

The incompetent engaged (in Torah) .i
They turned white righteousness into darkness

and black evil into white.

Therefore I probe deeply the Law of God,

according to my abilities and understanding.I
(in order) to prevent them and

And inscribe that in which there is no controversy,
with pure language and clear paths.

Bring forth every straight thing from the graves,
and bring all the distorted to their tombs:

I fix the Teaching according to my words

I
j

choicest words of the Gaonim.

I behold before me his
to embellish the crowns.

I drew water from his well.
[ unappetizing (bitter) .

I cause springsAnd from his clouds I quench thirst.

understanding had interpreted.

in its proper place.

And whenever I write and design, I base upon the

And Rav Hai, master of them all, 

wondrous (interpretations)

to flow in Israel.

I labored with the correct laws which men of greater

i

i

I

Recalling errors

writing down the beautiful (halachot) to establish them.

I eat his food, and find nothing
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To cite them in the names of those who said them, in

order that they would be quoted by name by every mouth.

I will not be ashamed when I reveal (others') mistakes or

i
to remove stones from before the stumbier,

to remove trenches from before the blind.

I will not honor the countenance of the highly placed, for

flatterer is not honorable in the eyes

of the exalted God.

I know that the congregation of false idea

words against me.

is in the mouth of the greatThey said: who speaks for error
* man and the words of this leader of men,

is barren.

Leave off from them and do not listen to them.

And how I will fatten those who hunger

who will examine and who will find in my

Judge me favorably,I

3 i

Listen how I will make the crooked straight.
for knowledge

J
j

with its fatness (of knowledge)

and I will cover their nakedness with girdles, 

words

still spouts arrogance and pride against me.

The jealous men shake their heads in mockery and utter empty

the face of every

as if every father of wisdom is bereaved

and every mother of those who uproot perversity

failures, as bramble and thorns

words unguarded from error.

for I am a human being
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and my roots are from the dust.

Establish them with integrity of heart and eye

clean mouth and pure eyes.

My God—set a guard over my meager mouth and palate

from evil and strange utterances.

Be a help to me in my words,

to my aid in (times of) trouble.as you came

put me into the hand of the enemyFor now you have

of death have been ordered me.and decrees

Wells closed (upon me).

under your mighty

grace

When they awaited me

And tower of strengthyou were my

They reached to

heights the dear clouds.on

like sparks (of fire)They hastened to slay

and lances like beams

(as if) their hands wereBut it was

backs.

i

t

within their power to slay me. 

tied behind their

How can a man flex his strength

and seize his captive with captive hands.

But, your mercy was mighty, you placed me

me with arrows

on the day of retribution.

and fortified stronghold.

The whirlpool has drowned me, the deep swallows me.

seize me, but (it was as if) I were on the

and they thought that it was
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with closed eyes, his enemy whom he has

found?

What can horses and men by the hundreds and tens—(who seized

(stand) many groups withoutme do when between them and me

number of seraphim and angels:

Indeed the angels bound their swords to their hands and their

arrows to the cords of their bows.

They (the angels) rebuked them well, until they abandoned me

and fled from the rebukes.

My Lord, you routed them and they fled

You set me up upon a rock, when

and from the pit.

When I cried in bitterness from

with life from the storm.

head,

be seen) .in the deep darkness in which (no stars can

i

fearful heart and quick feet.

(my) heart melted and (my)

There is nothing like the depths of the grave.

On the day the angel of death brought complete destruction

(against) my heart. . .

When Hell itself and the daughters of Hell burned against my 

carrying burning (branches).

"the valley of slaughter"

with a

(Jer. 7:32) you answered me

You saw me when the reeds wrapped about my

How can a man see,

You drew up my honor from the tumult of the grave.

bile was spilled.
You raised my soul up from the grave, from the mud

life, like women
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Like night without the dawn, gloom with no light, a cloud
with no stars.

You spread the light of salvation over (the night, the dark

ness and the cloud) and they were filled with light

like streams.
You bared your mighty arm to save me and

you did mighty acts.
Nothing like this

heard of in generations (to come) !nor will it be

congregation of my enemies was confoundedBecause of this the

opened (their mouths) to the Godand my friends

songs on my lips to the almighty God.

In the dark, in secret, publicly and

zealous to teach

I

to revive the children of the living

those who

Talmud.

mouth to the God who redeemed me.

in the congregation when

when (sleep) has bound the eyes.

When the weary sleep-there will be well-ordered songs in ny

of the world in song.

And because of this, for all my days and nights there will be

and assembly is summoned.

And in my language to all who seek and are 

themselves opinions, like the spring,
God with the commandments

to pour the rains on

I will rise to give thanks to him at night

was heard of in earlier generations,

and to slay the sins of the sons of death,

thirst for Torah, Midrash and
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sovereignty.

They are attached like bracelets to my hands, for my life and

in my grave they are crowns.on my head,
(God) who rewarded me and saved my soul on aA reward to

day of destruction.
said it is in man’s hand to do good or evilFor whoever

spoke a sin and rebellion

and to him who said—there is no resurrection for the dead,

I who was dead have been raised from the grave!

r
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You will see the words of ancient and recent scholars in my

book, without having to search.

But if you find a sin in my works since no man is free from

toiled.

I ask this of my friends.
Take what the Rock has taught me

what God has not explained to me—
can I apprehend it?

I

ij 
ji

sin, then give the benefit of the doubt to him who
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only it exists on this wondrous land.

now smites and dulls the heads of Lords.

tion?

sweetened when she crossed it drunk with wine.

My brother, love the waters of vines and the waters of your

well,** but

ma-

for the

year of vengeance hurries and comes

I

Why else does she (the wine) punish the heads of the princes, 

if not because she convicts them for pride and presump

spurn the waters of a strange woman.

day when he brings to justice for sin done 

liciously and for any mistake.

my son and drink deliverance from the cup

*lit: of molten agate 

**i.e., your wife

***God's

When the wine-boy takes the goblet in his hand, it spews 

shining red upon his arm

the virgin of winecaskets (wine) which before had been squeezed 

by the foot of the poor,

Son of princes, rise and take from the hand of the princess 

a glass full of sparkling wine.*

Whoever looks upon it will see miracles and will affirm that

Rise now

to His heart.***

while I placed it in the prison of my heart.

Ask the Euphrates, and it will tell you that its streams were

Go now and search, o heart, and find the prison of the grape

For God has a
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I seek the blood of vengeance.

of a viper and swords like destruction

ride to wherever we wish.we

We un

noise like a

And on the skin of their flesh

*Lit: Philistines
is punished for enjoying it.one

I

I

i

broke covenants and renege on vows 

without iniquity or sin (on our part) .

Behold like sheep they are abandoned on the plain land and

the land is thirsty for their blood.

Hasten on a day like this,

beginning of creation.

destroyed them in a minute with a destructive blow,

ceasing, without a healing.

You will hear when the sword falls

They had spilled it on a day of trouble.

Until the nations at the end of the earth hear that their

city filled with uproar.

(you hear) the sound of 

the spears like the sound of the cloud of the heaven 

which bursts in the east wind of the summer days.

Sons of the Berbers,*

to the top of the mountain like a

**i.e.

hawk, we found them now in the valleys.

Princes who pursued us

on their head,

and mares without whips

Fear fell upon them, which had hung over them since the

rebellion bears fruit and produce!**

We rose to the arrows like a bird and spears like the tongue
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They were like a stillborn child whichI am sated with them.

was defiled in the pregnant womb.

My hands slayed them (my hands which are) redeemers of the

blood of the oppressed,

slaying without mercy for thousands and hundreds,

smiting them like

Indeed this is the penalty for their sins.and they said:

Today they are neighbors to the desert owl among the

ruins.

The hyenas of the desert eat of the blood of fat oxen and the
flesh of fat sheep.

every corner.
Devour the arm of

the foei

the evil like a she-lion.and strangle
time does oneTreasures are not nor at everyin every land, 

c

weak

There is a time when you harbor a grudge

My brother, when your right hand finds enemies

thusly should you destroy (them) and scatter them to

I
I

JI

find a boon.

But storms do cease and turn quiet and strength grows

a hammer that splinters a rock

shipper of an

the enemy, like the lion, and the head of

Yesterday (the enemies) were friends to kings in the palaces,

He who does good to the evil or

evil to the good even in innocence, resembles the wor- 

idol at the entrance of a sanctuary.

and in the end the strong turn ill.
like Esau and when
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you hate like Tzfo
and times when the spirit is low.

Do good to the good man, but scatter in anger the congregation
of sin.

I
There is a sin which deserves forgiveness, there is a grave

sin which is beyond forgiveness.

If you go straight, neither turning this way or that,

destruction will find you.

And thus may you forever heal myMy God, you healed me.
soul in every sorrow and distress.

If the many are with them and the few with me,

up on your altars, in days of prophecy.

f

I

i
1

i

the weak and the outcast.

Look with favor at my melodies—which are like bulls offe

he created seraphim to redeem the few with me.

For you have no impediment to oppress the strong or to help
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What are you, compared to this young buck

who places the pride of his youth opposite him

and who do you have in his courtyard.

Turn—do you black hair on your head turningnot see the
to grey dawn

How can a man be seduced How can he delight in theby hair.

waters of youth when from his boyhood

The angels of the pit are bound in his hair—

after he has sent his harvest as far as the Nile.

Darkness and noon are the

i

Rise, o wise of heart.

He answered—his words made me sick.

At first it tastes

sweet,
ii

you

but your rebellious

lies.

is made from itsYou are in a prison, its terrace and roof

I

time speedily removes their bonds.

His steps are heavy from walking in the land
t

but in the end you taste dregs.

id age instructs you in the straight path

inclination perverts (you with) its

same in his eyes,

for his lights have faded and turned dark.

When a man’s hair turns white (he sees) the way of truth 

while his black hairs did not greet his days of vanity.

Declare, what do I have of time?

A cup full of vanity is in your hand.
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vanity and your heart desires its walls.

You are like a hired laborer, but your labor is black like

the night.

Your death is itsYour grey hair is like dawn.

morning.
?

like a dream and you discover in old ageYour life is

its meaning.most of

(you find) its full solution.And in death

abandon tears over youth.Son of nobles,

For a troup (of the enemy) who lays siege upon

capture it,

retreats in shame and its feet stumbled there.

summoned and massed like helplessFor the soldiers who were

men locked in a stable.

They gathered together foolishly but God emerged like a

hand, and

i its towers.The blade of lance and spear against

straw.

And whoever sinned, God will break his bowsi

and tear his bowstrings.

'I
?

v

l

i

nothing,

chaff, and his sling stones as

i

I

I
i

J

I

!

■-

■■

I

his catapult-stones as

But man’s weapons were as

Rise and praise well like David with his psalms.

a castle to

lion from the forest and dispersed them.

Arrows were sent against the (castle), stones thrown by
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If the men of the fortress are sheltered in the shadow

protects?

Or will God surrender the men of might, but those whom

God surrenders who shall deliver,I
We rushed to

We surrounded his flanks with our armies.

All who went up against them with the army were hidden there

like the dead

close

enemy

Whatever you desire you wreak upon an enemy

his fortress and hides in its inner precincts.

We enjoy the fruit of their houses and they are in disgrace
I

and sated with bitterness.

Their drink is groaning and derision, but each man in our camp

guaffs good wine.

I whom God
■ j

had helped and wreaked vengeance upon

stronghold and they closed its gates.

We rested there across from their fortress with strength.

1

I

1
i

I in the city and sees his revenge.

who flees from

to his grave.

We were gathered together when the news came.

joy, but none like the joy (of) trapping one'sThere is a

of God, who will cause evil to befall those it

the castle on the mountain to save its charges.

(The enemy troops) came to the fortress, the best of its

rejoiced and my soul rejoiced, like a man

his
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foes.

But my joy turned to anguish when I learned that Joseph was

in distress

and I suffered at his distress.
I was afraid when the news came and fate made me fly to him

like hair and his limbs like a shadow.
His friends salved his boils but to no avail.

But God,
balm and bound his wracked limbs.

deliverance of his chosen.

pays his vows to God,

to gain His favor and anxiously adheres to

L

i

( 
i 
?
I

who fears him, who hastens 

his words.

I

I 
i
!

j
i

and your breath returned to his nostrils.

I hope for God in times of trouble, since God commands the

I visited my son on

Who fulfills the desire of one

He will command his grace upon

on the eagle's wings.

his sick bed and lo his body was (thin)

His physicians did not know to dress his wounds.

who bound my wounds, annointed his sores with his

0 true God, after (Joseph) came and reached at the

portals of the grave resting at its borders,

You have redeemed him—and your spirit which was restored

a pious man who generally
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Can I stop up the streams from my eyes and rest

when the children of Aram (Jer. 42:23) have seized

Hamath and Janokha?*

Edom** dwells in the border of Zion and the sanctuary where

the Shekinah shines while the daughter of Zion is exiled.

wife divorced and abandoned by her husband,

What (good)

sacred

branches and blossoms.

hearts sleep well.

t
can't sleep) I look

of

and mixed spices.redolent with the scent of myrh

7 and Josh. 19:35Josh. 11:6-

1

*Cities in northern Israel.

Geval-Edom, Psalms 83:8

i

i 
s 
i

i
3

i 
i 
I

i

4

removed.

The beauty of the trolleys and the capitals, the figures of 

the palm trees, resembling a pomegranate ninety

in all exposed to view.

I will dwell in sleepless state, while uncircumcised of

aspire and I meditate and I pray.

(When I • 4- nh t sleeo) I look heavenwards and at the stars 

budding flower bed, 

wine which sparkle,

**The text says

shaped

The sanctuary and its precincts and the Holy of Holies 

"strange fires burn within them while the holy fire

(Israel is like) a

even though there was no bill of divorce.

is my life—when there is neither Holy Ark or its 

curtain or the glory of the menorah with almond

above my hear, which resemble a 

like the faces of flowers, like cups
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resting in its chamber (like) a disobedient foolish

1

woman who wraps her children in a cloak of

"hind let loose."

band of fools have

»

We

i
i

i

I 
i i

of battle and cringed

Kings hear of its might and it is Pra

compassion, resting in the city of peace.

The Pleiades circle speedily every day 

footless along the line of heaven, 

like a

and the great dipper itself 

is like a

(Gen. 49:21)

The heavenly body rushes unweened to and fro.

The earth hangs suspended in the heavens without a rope, 

without falling.

All move in order for the wise who avoid evil, and the

son far from tribe and family.

The (appearance of) faces of the children of the great dipper

a glad and peaceful heart.

y son walk in the right path, since there is no goodness 

but the good and straight path.

sten to the marvel which God has wrought on the day when 

the enemies multiplied false and seductive words.

aders, princes, and rulers gathered together.

Heads of armies and kingdoms and every governor, 

came unto them with a troop anxious to do battle, 

long trained to battle and burn.
The enemies heard mention of its dead and cursed; it shouts

And Orion appears,
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Their souls are sated with doing evil, and I sated the land

with blood, making it blossom and bear fruit.

The troops of the enemy heard the war cry (of our army)

They heard the cry (of ourand was despondent.

army) and screamed (from fear) .
They who thought I and to nothing but me will prevail now

became nothing, when we arrived and were routed.
battlefield as if by lions.

fled?
Please descend from the peaks until

pot boiling with the blood of princes.a

One criedsouls of two fighting forces.Come, do battle, o

out

Come let incause your wives to cryus
tents.

Until the
the prince of all animals (the
(animal) that dwells in the wilderness

bodies,

not the

(in fear) and the other rejoiced.

silence and cause great
i

them like dung and refuse for 

set out flesh, not the flesh of sheep,

to place the soldiers, whose robes we 

the fields.

flies

hould come to lick the blood of the soldier's

by the sword,

, in turning

tearing of hair and baldness in your 

(eagle) prince of all birds and (i.

lion) declare that every 

and (bird) that

They were dragged on

They ran up to the mountain and skeltering like bucks.

We spoke to them (the enemy)--is this the deed of a band 

of men who heard the news of another band of men and

we turn the land like

e., the eagle)

every head that is smitten or cut
made worms
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to every bird in every nest and to every lion cub, to

every lair.

Men (of the enemy) who considered us foul, then we will

turn their flesh foul—even if they were users of

perfume and spice.!

We will strike them in deed and with whip of the hand,

For only the soft hearted

(Where) we will draw near and go up from every side (they

retreat)

with insults.but when we pull back, they gore us

mouth?

for its walls!

You spoke much in front of your women.

who have husbands
s

hither.

will answer

i! !

*
4

I

who limit their words when they arrive 

(You) who cry out on the top of the mounta'

arguing and rebuke.

Where are the lies which you whitewashed with your

Here is the battle-field—there is no white-washing

We will fill the mouth of the women, 

laughter, with lamentation and shrieking.

(loud) voice, but no one

Why, in vain, do you utter high-blown phrases?

Only when the truth comes do you turn silent from

not merely with the tongue.

raises his mouth and speaks high-blown (phrases) .

We will thunder with a

come down

But there are wives

which is full of
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any wound.

your words now?

His

although alive, for they are men

end of

>

E

i

I

can walk and be healthy, but can be cut to pieces by 

the public arrows of mockery at his calamity.

Their souls

response was silence and he is humbled.

They returned murdered, 

who die of shame, 

whose soul(s) 

A man

the trap.

They were shamed and

are sated with sadness and the covering of the 

head, but my soul rejoices and is glad with head uplifted.

his is the end of the band that talked but did nothing.

they were addressed; where are

rturned, loathsome and contaminated, 

more loathsome and contaminated than

They were disgraced when

life life and comfort.

So all who break the covenant will have to flee today, 

forsaking and forgetting

is the end of

And this is the end of (our) band who rode and succeeded. 

is the end of a people whose souls have fled but this 

(our soldiers) who considered death

for rejecting the statutes and 

justice.

for no one can capture with words a bird who sees

are not (actually) killed.

can have much hair upon his head and beard, (neverthe

less) the hair on his head and beard can be 

shaved by derision.

A man
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My tongue is like a sharp sword. And to Him who wrought

all this, my soul belongs,

with a song I begin (my mouth) .

I begin and conclude with praise the God of salvation

over the cup of salvation which I give to others and

take to myself.

For the salvation which was sweet and pleasant, which was

greater than any human salvation.

If not for God who supports my breath, then (my breath) would

cause me to succeed.

those born of men

north and south by means of troubadors.

t

west will I praise your might.

I shall send forth words born of praise to

take flight from joy and happiness.

I will speak and I will triumph with my song, for on the day 

of the battle my path will make my feet straight and

1

1

I

5
5 
i

so in the east and

I will take to heart and contemplate the deeds which God

has done for me every day.

And as in the east and west, I a® saved,
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To the descendant of Moses*, the prophet of God or his close

relative, whose father loved him because of his wisdom

and his very bowels tremble as the sea whenever he remembers

him or speaks of him,

who brings forth (wisdom) like a spring brings forth (water)

when he writes words of Torah.

When his poem reached his father, he opened (the scroll)

and set his heart to understand what he wrote.

secret of God which he (Joseph) put into

writing (as if it were) from the mouth of a cherub.

His penmanship is like a prince’s

a slate.i

And

time

(God’s) grace.

Levite

I
i

t
I

j

the days 

of his life in

conflict like (from)

There was a heartache lodged in his soul, which left him 

dark and desolate.

now (his) pleasant words were an amulet against his pain.

May God be his salvation and support forever at every

crown, engraved with

was a

Behold this is a

ornaments of gold.

A letter which drove away the sadness of (his father's) heart, 

seized the hand of joy, which had fled and returns it.

(The letter) wiping clean his anger and wrath, all sadness and

*lit: to his son Yhosef, who was a

and place.

Let him render him wondrous mercies and let him enjoy all
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I send letters about victories (in battle) on the wings of

may weary

flight most might be delivered to the

vulture.

(Nor would I send it on) the wings of (the) cloud which is

dragged1 from (one) side and restrained by many others.

darkness go out to labor.

moon

praise (of God).

At

TheyThe

shepherd who leads flocks (of stars).

By (night) weary men recite Torah and the

makes you splendid with his created light,

by (the light of dawn) men who were bound in the prison of

i

4 
4

3

return to their lair and hunt (at night) .

(God) appointed the starts to rule the night and the

While others rest.

(night) the angels of God hasten in fear to the throne 

(°f God) to attach crowns (of praise) (to him).

the high God.seraphim and holy animals sing to

the dawn and not on

like a

But dawn, at

the wings of eagles. . .*

Since (if) they fly with the wings (of dawn) they i 

and in their

*Some lines appear to be missing

the moment when it spreads its wings, fills with 

light the valleys and mountains.

I will sing (to the dawn) in the name of God your creator who

In you the eye of adulterer and thief rest and the tigers
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with "holy,

land the sun

chamber.
Byhills fill with silence.

When it rises it causes healing to blossom
in pain.

He made the immeasurable sea to open

devour (ships) without
It storms,do not trust it.When it (the sea) is quiet you
in it.storms

for the wise,horn of plenty,

and it
And it (the land) blossoms

i

the wretched

to rest,
ultimate goal

of all flesh.

evil (for the wicked)
and prince.tinction between pauper

i

I

And in (the world to come) there 

and the High

respond and sing in

holy, holy o Lord of hosts"

By the light (of the sun) the

its warmth the valleys fill with grain.

for the sick, but

with splendor

like a king in splendid raiment

luminarie retire to the innermost

when it sets, it causes the weak to scream

(its) mouth, and 

shout without words.

and lifts him up.

second world (Paradise) ,

is recompense

Court makes no

a refinery for the pure.
and it dries up, it gives

, throws (a man down)

He made a

a hand, to

He made thw world a

and turns calm and you do not see any 

a prison

a high and mighty voice

who fill the earth

a place for

takes, enriches and makes poor

emerges, the (lesser)

for good and

dis

and a source of hope for humanity and
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(0 Dawn) spread out my letter to the north and ■south, east

and west to my choice friends.

Letters as redolent with the scent of sweet herbs, as is the

He filled tongues (of the righteous) with "blessed be My

And the wonder by which he placed burns in the heart, spilled

out gall

caused the nostrils to smoke.

He caused the poor to dwell at the pinnacle of the heights and

i

I heard (the roar of their) multitudesme,

(There was)
i

south (the armies ofeast and the west, north and

I

=

I

and Gentiles.

From the

buried the proud in the depths of dust.

When they attacked

remembrance of God's deliverance of my life.

And so the miracle of his placing marks on the face of the

I

I i

I
I

■ 

4

J
I
i

a great panic and

the enemy)

gushing forth like a stream, devouring like a fl 

clothed (in darkness) like night-obstructing (

at the edge of the sea.

moon and on the Great Bear, the sun and the stars.

Lord" and abundant "There is none like God."

fear of the grave. 
, —wittites, eunuchsArabs, Hagarenes, lords of the Berbers,

and saw the multitudes of (their) armaments.

Their noise was like the thunder and (crash of the waves)
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like mountains.

Some encamped on this side of the border here and others

gathered on this side.

But they did not lift up

so that we thought that they were dead.

And we said (to our enemies) , "Did you not make camp to

stop our men, (yet) on this day it is you who are stopped!"

And to lay siege

yourself are besieged!

Are their starsAre their souls rebuked, their hands tied?

imprisoned in the heavens?

Did they forget (the art of) battle and turned into dogs

Is their arm shrivelled,

Nonetheless,in all Spain who did not help them.none

They set themselves to slay the

not allow them to kill.
He made their bows like dust,

i

constellation above them.
soaredencamping and we

over them like

I

!

Wq f i ew them at the news of their

(over prey).

and they had

As if the spears in their hands were

a hand to harm (us) as they had said

an eagle

no bowstrings.

on cities with kings and princes and now

now are the haughty lies (of the enemy)?

There is

barking or quiet on the sides of the courtyard?

their right arm weakened and where

we attacked them in triumph.
children of God, but God did

tied to the grasp of a

as if they had drawn them



167

#33

We lay five day in ambush against them and we rose like a
lion against the beasts of the jungle.

They thought that we were far away until they saw us arrayed
for battle.

We rose against them in the name of God, who gives courage

to the humble and brings down venal men,

with the hearts of lions and the cruelty of beasts with the

hands of young lions and the feet of gazelles.

With horses ready for

(faces) black and to turn their white (hair) black.

On (mounted) horses were men who were sated with anger,

They forsook (their) tents

III

but they appeared

Then they fled into the darkness.

? 1

and drunk with the wine of jealousy and wrath.

Thousands and hundreds all different in form and images,

of their desires.

We returned to the army which camped in the east, 9

we ran to

F 
k

as one man.

they were like a

a day of tumult to turn (their) white

a circle, cutting

Arabs and hired Christians.

We made haste before they could hear anything and 

them like rushing rain.
?hey spies discouraged them and said to them-realize that the 

mighty will speedily be upon you.

Behold thev a wheel, running in

and slicing

and they fled to the desolate wilderness.

God brought them to disgrace, to return in shame,
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depriving men of mouth

and they came in siegeThen they hurried to their fortresses

and closed the gates.
And earth rested andlike embroidery.They girded shame

the villages

and happinessThe lands rested,

dread was removed.
the days of glad-Lamenting fled and prosperity bloomed, but

ness were cut short.
heart will rejoice,

tail with a burr,

HeThe God of hosts made a sign for good
healed what was broken.

who renews his new

and boys will enjoy

miracles

morning.

which will

dwelt in peace,

increased in the world and

I will sing with joy and my pained 

bringing healing to the wounds.

I am happy amidst sadness, like a sheep's 

for where is there oil without dregs?

and set healing.

up pieces.

Piercing hearts with the sharpness of spears, quieting the 

battles and the cries of the arrogant,

and head and burying the holy in the

To the Rock,

I will multiply new (songs) every 

, . nqmp. a songI will compose a psalm to his

be ordered in the lips
 in the dance With it the boys will do well

(their) youth

for me every day
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and this song will hasten messengers on the way and it will
be like a bandage and medicine to pain.

A stumbling block to the sinner and darkness to the foe,
but stars and light to the companions.

(to the men) with cups and gobletsA goad to give water
and cheers for those treading grapes.

And a spur to him who mentions the acts of God, a harp to
awaken those who sleep at dawn.

It will be fitting and apt at the end of time to the
remembrance of troubles and the fulfilment of vows.
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At all times God will remember me and at every moment he

will visit me with his faithful love.

All day long he will grant me anew (the privilege) of thank

ing him in the congregation

for the miracle (of the victory) which he renewed for me.

So that I did not

hates me for my sin forever?

And he will not awaken to save my soul and did not rebuke the

enemy who hated me.

When I arrive at the roaring pit, the nether regions,

he indeed lifted me then up to the mountain!

They grabbed

weary to mine. #11

battle and dispute did not conclude.

And they sounded their tumult and they turned away,

as if none could see my suffering.

At the turn of the year when kings go out to battle

they sought downfall and destruction for me.

At the harvest,

my neck and hated me

and returned to their borders in peace.

And they send me away

say, Has God forgotten his mercy and he

But my enemies did not cease, and my

one hundred and twenty days they cloaked me

in anger and ire.

In front and on the flanks they waged war against me.
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And now they gathered to revive (war) and renewed again

the battle between them and me.

As if my Redeemer slept and there is no Rock above the heavens

to watch over me.

As if thousands did not fall at my left side

*the ten thousands of God at my right side.nor

(As if) those who practiced sorcery and wizardry had an advan-

Will you

on the day of

Behold they go out to set nets

in their nets.and their intention is to trap me

Send them into the path of evil

and he captured the kings who pushed

And men will tell of their fall

Let me drink,

of salvation and satisfy me

with your light.

steadfast loveAnd wrap the garland of your
about my head

*Psalm 91:7

tage over those who (worship) God! 
I

(0 God) not rise to frustrate their counsel?

■i
in the evening from the cup

in the morning

I
i

■

I

evils which pursued me.

me into the pit.

as they spoke of the

Will you not look on my distress?

Where are your deeds of old (that you did against) my opponents, 

disaster when they hastened against me?
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and you will free my tongue
(to sing) of your miracle!

i

s

s

I.
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Indeed my king is mighty in his way and in his acts and how

his devices and his thoughts

and how marvelous above all deeds are his marvels and the

counsel which he gave, and designed! ■

He reveals deep things to men which were inconceivable to

the mind,

to bind or to untie or to release the strings of his bow.

When he is aided in battle against the enemy by strategy and

company.

blood (guilt for thea home but there is no

satisfy his hungerloaf toa
loaf.

Or
a

5
(wherewide placein alight-footed man go

it is

i

j

i
j

i

but which were sealed by his ring.

A man believes that it is in his hand to do evil or to do good,

saved by many

Sometimes he joins

!
E

smooth road 

and how often

kidneys.

Or breaks into

But his bones become disjointed by such 

Sometimes one eats his food but his food is a

one who kills him) 

when he breaks in. 

Or is

an alliance,

men or by strength in his war.

the mighty to be saved by their

hungry man who grasps a

while his death is hidden in this very

in the row of

distinct are

will a

a Warrior who stumbles on his horse

battle and a soldier who can in his robe trip upon
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easy to walk)

without knowking that he has already come into a snare like

a bird?

And whomever God has blinded will walk with his own feet into

the net of the enemy until he falls into the enemy's trap.

And whomever God frightens, will rush to innocently

misfortune.

And dies before his time.

He who cheats in his buying and selling, tastes the evil

of his acts when he buys and gets repaid when he sells.

He who ploughed wickedness harvests according to his evil,

and finds the fruit of treachery in the furrows and the

=

Like

like a friend.

When

and King Y'bus*** who

*Mir abi Zara of Ronda

**Mohammed ibn Nak of Mowr
of Arcos***Abdun ibn Kazrun, prince

!

the innocent into the grasp of his net?

a ruler who arises happy and joyous early in the morning to

visit his friend's palace,

in the evening finds himself bound in the stocks.

them in the fowler's snare

and trap of the enemy who appears

twisting his paths

ploughing.

How often did you see hooks in his ankles when he went

you sent the prince Ephron* on the road

my enemy, O God, whom you put

to Hell and destroying him.
With him was the prince of the Hittites**
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in life were like the dead—

all three of them with their horses and their chariots

rushed with everyone cloaked in beauty and dressed

in shirts

the disrobing room of the bath house.to

like a warrior to the place of wealth and plunderAll ran

and there his soul and the soul with him were taken,

all who ran on foot like a gazelle to his destructionand

and swift like a bird to his downfall in the grave

and

I
And everyone who was

his wife's head.tied onscreamed and a rope was
attacker unpunishedSmitten but now

recovery costs.

And every man of

when he went out toor soldiers

him.

He went to bring back

but every thing which he
purse were plundered.

living
He went about like

and his goodsand he abandoned his soul

the city to earn a 

in its midst.

visiting his friend 

killed

placed his soul in prison.

transformed from the sound of his dance,

avenged by a blow, the

for compensation, neither for medical or 

honor who did not shun

his evening, you

a place ofevery prince for whose soul you prepared

a peddlar in

and his blossoming crown, now his daughter

punishment
on the day of his accounting and punishment and

wealth and abundance into his pocket 

transported in his pocket and
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and family.

their enemies.

but he turned out to be their enemy and slew them with

Foolishly he cut his right hand with the palm of his hand.

His arrows broke his strength, in his folly.

There were knives in his hand to slaughter kings and increase

his food and wealth.
He used to break stones with them (the knives) now he cut his

arms with them and broke his ribs and neck.

And
■<

weak voice was heard in his kingdom.

God
i

them.

because of his re-He rebuked them and they became angry

buke.
who obeysAnd

jI
I
■i

dered it weak and a

deceived them and astonished them and sent a curse against

They turned to be helped by his sword against the enemy

so may God make men foolish* to elevate a man 

his authority and is repoved by his reproof.

his weapons.

that he was to send forth his bown and hammer against

*or frustrate men's plans

When they came to the city of the enemy, they did not think

the staff which nations drained, a mighty staff, he ren-

And the high and the haughty deceiving king was now deceived 

by agents and they made his pit and his sinking deep.

And not he alone was destroyed, but the wealth of his power 

was destroyed and no small evil befell his wealth
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and casts princes down into his pit.
For you he will make a song, in speech which he measures

in his scales,
a pleasant song which he brings in its meter.

Since you destroyed his rival and made his chains heavy
you benefitted your friend and honored him.

I would sin before God by saying my God has already
brought my footsteps into the enemy's prison and his
shackles

has closed the doors behind me, when he has opened a door in
secret for my aid but I did not know.

My enemy mocked me in public, but you 0 God in a secret manner
which we do not know
cast him to mocking before everybody.

Then my friend wore joy like a turban and cloaked the face of

which Fate, who roams

with laughter.
My enemy in his girdle returned in disgrace.

And such is God's majesty and kingly strength are God's that 
haughty kings surrendered to his dominion.

And days will show men what was beyond his imagination, things 
the world fathers.

i

my enemy in shame and with his mantle.
My friend was girded with gladness and his mouth was filled

Who is afraid of his pronouncement of him (Samuel Hanagid) 
who frightens princes with His (God's) name
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How many are the miracles of the living God in the heart

of the seas. He will reveal them and his glory and
beauty shall be revealed.

Blessed is He who created Fortune, which at times performs
properly

and at other times performs neither properly nor in measure.
At times it will violate statutes and observances and at

other times it will establish the matters of the world
in accord with its statutes and observances.

29552$
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כחרב.ליסה•אבשורתךחרבךהאויב.שלחרבותאחזיק-אתמך 8אותך-

גמרוצדקאתטובוצמוק.צרקמג:קיטתהליםומצוקה;צרהיוםטו:אצפניהפיעל-ומצוקצריום 1

בבאיבוא;סוגהבשורהואלזהטובאישבז:יתבשמואלאתה;טובסת:קיטתהליםפיעל-ובלבבךפךי

ואםטו:יאבמדבר- 1-ז !1גלב.ואתרגפהאתרידברשלא •••צדקשלךולארצדקשלךהןישהאמס.:מציעא

ל:סטתהליםשמגבי;•שעיוקרןמגביג:•חתהליםג,כבבשמואלפיעל-ושגובךלישעך 2 •ליעושה 1-ז !1ככה

מיםךו,אברוךהקדוששלהימינישרשמיכאלאי:הבהירספרפיעל-ומיכאל 4תשגבני.אלחיםישועתך

האםתלא:ושופטיםריבם;יריבייכיכג:כבמשליפיעל-ריבךלךיריבא.מגישעיה-ייאמרכהוברד.

להלןהשרה-צרחבמייוםתעברכי 5 •לוירבהואהיםאלאםהבקרעדיומתלויריבשאר •••בעללגרןתרי

כיב:מגישעיהפיעל-נהרותישספרךלאאתךאביצרהבמייוםתעברביצרה.במיגאוויום ; 68נא

צרי •••מרעיםעליבקרבב:כזתהליםפיעל-אויבךקרביוםישספוך.לאובבהרותאביאתךבמיםתעבר

גבראיל".קיח.:פסחיםאש;הואגררךהקרוששלשאמלושרוגבריאל :א•הבהירספרפיעל-בגריאל 6ואריגי.

 ; 89-88ב;ה;ןוהשרהבך;תבערלאולחגהתכרהלאאשבמרתלךכיב:מגישעיהפיעל 7אש.שלשר

ציריםנירוהסבתיעזתני : 6-4גהישרף;אשבמרתלךבכיבשרואיש • ••הישטףבמיםתעברבכישמחראשי

עובראבישבההכל ; 3--4ימבערת•;פצב•אשבמוקזהולךאביממגורתי,ולנימיםבתרךעובראניבשררתי

ליהמגשרוהאל : 10זכסלל•ם;לילהבוותהפךאשבמרהולךאנישנהרכלסלוליםלמסלוליםויהפךיםבלב
מים.בלבמתולא•ובהכמוומטבעשרף,ולאבכבשןכמ•שאלבאאני ; 6לחבעזרי;יהיהבחלוםשרפיו ,,עלי

______ 
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אללהכפאהוכלמאכאתבהעבאסאבןידיעליאלמדיהצאחבזהירמעמשהודהרמאערדצה
אללההיאהומאמעהמאהאלהםיהארוצףכתאבה(א)אסתאבףאלתיאלקטעההדהקאל

אלולמןיוםאולאלג'מעהיוםצחיחאלגלילפתחאלהדאובפיזשידהרסמאהאעליהמאלהתעאלי

[שומרנה](ותשע)ותשעיםמאדתשבעשבת

אמדהאלהצילווכאשדסרפדו.עבאסאבןידיעלאלמדיהשליטזהירעםשמפרדסםמהרקרהר

כבגדםיתעלההאללושאפשררמהשניהםעםמצבראתבהותאראברתו,אתפתחשבהזאת,שירה

ותשעיםמאותשבעשבתבאלול,ראשןויוםחששי,נירםהזההנכבדהבצחוןוהתרחש'שירה'.וקראה

 ) 1038בארנרסט 4 (שומרבה

שירה
• T 

--u ---u ---u 

ךנוןא,א i~נך~לעז c1~לו

ךרו~ים,לייף w ~~יל~~י
נרעהמתהלל 1רם:פלרעל

:-T T •:-·· זז:

-=דזקךףןא r ~ ר~~צ;~קך~ל
~ים, 1ב~צ~~ים rים 9 ~דף 5

-עשיתהאל,לי,אשרוהטובה
: -T ·: -: • •• • -: T 

עדחבה :צרהכיוםליואומר
: •• • : TT :-•• -

עניתיר ?תיראהלא :לימר iרא
; ·• • ;-. T :-• • 

u ---u ---u --

ושירה,שירכלעליאתמם iמד
; T •: • T ••-: : - T 

היןה, f~~דנכר-ז:ו~~לם iךי
זוןה, ?7ן~ת 97ןשךע~ק

Wf עו~ה-םf אן;;;ך ק~~~ר. 
ןה, 1מ qב;~ךהך~;;כךזtה

יתדה. , 1שמעתיהב, iטכלעלי
:-·• T : -; • :·•ז 

 !לצרהצוד :עניתיו- !זעםעבר
:-T - T • " -: T T : 

f נ:ו~הi ך~יןא-לי~י~י :ן? 

סיום. 149-137השכל.מוסר 136-132המלחמה.תאדו 131-12האל.תהלת 11-1השיר:חלוקת

גא;ן.רם 3גלויה.בהירהרמים.מרומיםיען.למען 2אתה.נעלהאתמרומםהעוז.אלעזאלוה 1
וגזול.קטןוגסוחמורהנקלהונפלאה 5לשרך.עלנופללשוןרשת .•.רשפרושה.מזרדהוענשק.רעשק

האללצרהצררהסתתר.חבהלי.שאומרומיליואומר 7עודפת.יתרהעליו.ששעמתישמעתיהן 6
לא.האםהלא 8לשרך.עלנופללשרךכצרתי;ליעיזו

~r~::;; ,' :--:•·rם. •,,,,.,• .  i :·:ז .

הרנינוכ:פאתהליםועז;חמסהלנראלחיםב:מרתהל•םמעזים;ולאלוהלח:יאדניאלפיעל-עזאלוה 1
אתמדרז:.םונואר.גזולאלבא:ודבריםונרקם;קנאראלכ:אנחרםפיעל-ונוראקנאראולעזנו.אללהםי

להלך-;ןשוהבהירהגאלתןגתאלדידם 2ותהל;ך.כדכ;ןכלעלדמדומםה:םחנמיהפי-עלושידהשידכלעלי

ומתהללדדם.אגהיכ:כישעיחפיעל-דם 3גמלה.דואהלכלשמשכמראישכב•עםצדהקעשהאשד : 2קד

פ•על-זמדהדשתדש.עשק : rההקלתפיעל-דשועשקבדעה.התתללהמג:כבתהליםפ•על-בדעה
-בצדעדנהאורת.אענהדאביכשמיקיארחאר•גם:זכריהפיעל-כשמן•קרא 4הרש.תזמרחאוי:שמל•

•שע•הפיעל-זעםענדעזחבהים. rסירמיה-צהדכ•דם 7צדת•.כידםאותיעהונהג:להבארשיתפ•גול
זלהלןוהשהראיאר;לאליייו:קזזיתהליםפ•על-אויראל•אזני 8זעם.•עדבעזרגעכעמםחביכ:בו
באלהש•בדתיווקצפםאפםמחדרןוהפחיד : s rרארד•;•שעיוצדדאדחפראךינכנויםלאבמליםחובת•זהל• : 2

 't •' :י, ,,:י,;י i ·:י:,,י ~.י.;. 1 ·, '· ,,. .,.•·,·. 1 ,:,: 1 ~·: ~::· •;:ד>.'שוביד.חונם•

 ,דלדמיד;רשוישפכוצה,ויש
:·· ... :·· ... : .. -

-ריתו p:זקי 9ג~ל.י:פו.רתך~ש 10
-אלמעשיאספרלאואיכה

:•• T :--•• -:-•• •• . 
f ש ,ג~~ן~ה~תi :;?ךח ןi ם~ף, 

כלוכימל:פי,פכניאתדי i:פב
: • _.. :•· -: • :• T 

לאנאשררה, 1גממלהוכל
 •:-:- T :•ז:ז

15 q 1הודי~ל.י~י 1~ד ~ R 1ש 

!רך~ם~נ;7ךהז;י;:זי~יך : 1ך~ךד
ת iל iד 1:~י:ד~ר~ה ה~qז~ 1

מים 1העצ:פזביואתוחכר
 .-:ז דד:-.---:

לדברלכמוניוחלילה
: " T T T : • : -·• 

רותיו 1:אכמדינותפזר 1 20
• --:• • : T 

~הד 1ג;;כזקיל.י ,Pךל;;ז~יז,ךם

לתורה.שכרויש ,;מל 1:ויש
:•• •• :•• T T : T 

 !רה 1שמאבותכריתליע.םויש
:•• -• :• T : T 

 !אמירהבעלואגיפה,ולי
: . .-• -:-• --:-• T 

1 ~ Jtq 1ה , f סא~~-;נ ??fאןו, 
רה, 1גזניועצהת 1מלכדבר

: --: :•· T • T : 

-רה 1גמאינהאני,מדתיה 1:
: -: " T : T •· •-: T 

מהרה,ניריםלהדפני
: T : •• • :ד•• : •-ן 

 ?רה 1אשוממשלהזה,עםעלי
 T-: זז:•.• ·.•- ·•-:

מודא, 1התהמכליךךע;ת
: T . : • T • T 

ןה, 1ק q~~ןת fך;ךד~ים

דה, 1נסעליותהימלהנפי
; • • T • : T T ; T 

רה, 1סד iעמנפיזהות 1לש
: -;· : • -: T 

זמורה.כמוטנושאים:פדנת
:• -: • -: T 

אבל-ליגםושינפשי.אתלהקתנפשיעלי 10בתודה.להוגהלתרדהבפעלו.לאדםרנמלפוהז.פרצה 9
כןשנקראמקראעבאסבנרהתיכון.היםיםזהריר.אגג 12זכרים.אישאמירהבעל 11יש.ליגם

שהחליטוגמורה 14נחתכת.היאידיעלגזורהביגדנהז.מלןס 1חבמלכילפנימלכיפניאת 13עכאס.
מעלהזה.עםעליזרלעםאשררהוממשלחמעלהתהיאיךואמדו: 16ני.קנאוחמדרני 15אחדים.עלהי

חתהרה.בזכריגדולות 17ומקוימת.מאושרתאשררההערכים.זהעם;ן•:זוז•ם.זרלעםהתנשאות.
ביקהממעיןכהשתההינטרדהעליותהיכמוגי.לאישלכמוני 19ומחוקנה.מרכבההקורה 18פח.ד

שגזריםשטנתוזכריאתלעשותסדורהעמובפיזהלשררתעבדים.והפיץכמדינותופזר 20וביטרה.
המרגלים.זמורהבמוטנושאים 21ע;ןם.בפ•

דמיםדורשכייג:סתהליםפיעל-דלזמידורש •עבדוזוזאתהפוצהי:קמזתהליםפיעל-פוצה 9

נפשיעליכורת 10במתהיה).(ושםשכדהוזהתודהזוסא:ברכותפיעל-לתרד;ןשכדדישזכך.אותם

אבותךי;בדיתלא:זדבריםפיעל-שמודהאבותבדיתיכרתו.בדיתעלךיו:גפתהליםפיעל-בריתו

אתאחסםאם : Gזסלהלןהשדה 11לאבותיך.בשנעאשדהחסדואתהבריתאתלךאלחין'יושמדינ:זדברים

כזלחפיןעליאלחיםשתולריקהלהבל : 20-19כהומלולים;ולשוןאזםלבןפהשםזהמהעליואזםפי

לבדומתעלםדרכיולכרכעןישדדמי ; 3-2לחסגדד•ם;פיופתח••ושבאחילמעןלמרשעותל•והיהאהמרים

אספרשפתםי.ערולשפהכבזלא ,וחןגדרןלטושכמרתילאפה,כבזאולםדרכיםדנעקשלבבמנלוז

שדכןעמלק.מלןאבגח:םראשמאולפיעל-אבג 12 .ה•מעש•ואספר : r •ק•חתהליםפיעל-אלעמשי
סד:ג,כדכמזבדצפור;בנד :ח•גכבמזכרפיעל-כנדשיכן.ימיםלחרףיג:מסכראשיתפיעל-•םחלרף

השרה-הוד•על•חמזדני 15 •פירבולבחתכיךמלכותזכרישכלםר.:גמלהפיעל-בזרדהכ• 13 •כעדרכבר
גזולות.מזכרתלשרןז:יכתהליםפיעל-גזולותב•ידבר 17לחרד•.ויעיקוהמדרגי ; 13נחלהלן

ואזןם:•בקהלתהקדה;דםגהכניהבז:כהאיובפיעל-חקרהדאבגדת • rח•עש•ה-זהוביםעהצומים 18

m 14זלחלןוהשרההרבה;משליםתקןקרs : פיעל-לכמרב• 19אגולים.ארתהלעברתחקרה •••היאתלחה
פ•על-זומרהבמוםבראשיםכזבת 21יחר.הח•כלאליבאראשדכמונידמייחרבכרמנישיוmיא:וחנהימ

כמום.רשיארהדאחזענכ•םאושכולומרדהמשםיוכרתוכג:•גבזמכראהץר;זבתדירצאירלב:יגכמזבדי
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~יד o/iJ ? שק_~;:ד~דא;ג:ייךלא
~לל~ת~רית iJ7 שק_~;: ל~~
ר~ןיו,ז5ל י~;ד~~זין ryךלא

מעטיםימיםאלימתואולם 25
: T •• T •• •;: • : -• / 

-עודז5ח:ה~ין~סה, :י~:זך~~י
עווניאתהאל.היםומצא

T T T ::• • :• :-• 

ששאשרזה,משנאישלחואז
 T ·.•-: .._ •:-::זן-

f י;ם~א~ר~ o/ ז~~י ~ i( ה!
שמואל,מלכו,נאבדואב,ד 30

 .. : :--:--ז:

לאל.הים,וחרה-ליוחרה
: T T • T T : T ::• • 

 52-38עז ~:;;ל~ב.

ועצרעמיםכפירעמדאזי
:--- T • : " -T : -

ץ lJJ ;~ךיוצוךריך~סב
שמואלכיתדעה :ל;ושלח

: T -:-••-• : •• 

ך~~ש-_קט [tqiך~ין~לרםן~ין 35
מדנים 1ויסור-אותושלח

 • T ::ד- :

ך:;כים ?7 ז:;~י!ך~ה- ן~~ך~ם

וברא,נדאאשרנדבתו
:• T ·;-: TT TT 

l:$o/ ךסןה.ךיודןתו~יןי
-החסרהלדעתולבשתולא

: T •• : -: --: ·•ד 

העכורה.לנפשיעברהכיום
 T-:ז •:-: ד:•: :

הצפירה,ובאהצלי,וסר
 ז•:- TT ••:ד

 !במשורהודינו-ורנני
 T :- •: •-:ז

 :כשורהמידעיואל ,לאידי
: •· • :• :.•" T : T T 

המגורה,וסרה ,תבואתו
 TT : -T :ד :

 !וסרהאזלהכברותוחלתו
:זזד:ז:ד :- :

ךסןה.~זpק~ש f iב iך~פ
עצרה,אביואחריבעמו

: --:-•• " T T T -: 

f !)יןה, 9~~יןךןםסזק ב~
עברה?כדתנו,לח~;תו,

: -: T ·• :-·"ד 

 !;צוןהגופו;תוךןה:הודי

~ןה, 9~ךיוח _?:jךו~ך:~ים,
P, 1?7 ~ליJ7 ז;יף~ tq יןהרוqז~! 

הפגומה.החסרההבוס.ןהמלאדונישמע.לאאבלהאזיןולא 24מאין.ישובראבהד.ברא 22
העכורה .) 1038יוני , 4798(בתמוזמועטזמןכעברמתהכרסהמלךאבלמעטיםימיםאלימתואולם 25

גדולחטאישכןקטנה,גמהדבמשדרה 27השחר.מאורושקעהצפירהובאה 26בעוונות.המלוכלכת
ואבד 30הגיס.המלךמפניהפחדהמגורהבואו.תבואתו 29עבאס.אבןזהמשנאי 28מעבשי.

כפיר 32עאגס.באבןבדהאלהים.שלואפו 31מלכו.באכד(הנגיד)שמואלואבדשמואלמלכדבאבד
כתבכחפזון.כבחץעגאס.אכןצוררי 33שליטה.עצרהושלט.ועצרחגים.כןכאדיםהמלךעמים

עברהבדתנולחידתושמואלכי 34עזרת.בדבריאלאכקשהבלשוןלאפצירהמאיןוגאה.ורםמכתב.
אותושלח 36שמורה.נצורהנפש.עודכלונפש 35בחיים.שמאולאתלהשאירהיאעכרהדתנופיעלכי

עליו.אתיוהתפשרפשרהעליווקחלשרן.עלנופללשוןומריבות;רינותומדיניםמדניםאותו.פטר
קשר.קשירהבן.להלחםמלחמתךעלי 37

ריכזר:גאסתרפיעל-רחרחרירלדתרביןשאראללעדתלהכריתבקשאבל •••להשמידבקשלבדארתירלא 22
 •••להכרית 23לב.יבאמלכים-באדהיהודים.כלאתלהשמידהמןויבקש •••לבדוכמרדכיידלשלחבעיניובעיניו
הרחז:לאירמיהפיעל-והרחויולדתונכד.וניןרשארשםלכבלוהכרתיכב:ידישעיהפיעל-וניןשאר

פיעל-הצפירהובאחצל.םסרט:ידבמדברפיעל-צליוסר 26.דאימשלי-עברהנירם 25רירלדת.
עבדיך.עררןאתצמאחאלחיםזט:מדבראשיתפיעל-עורביאתחאלהיםרמצא 27הצפירה.באהז:זחיזקאל
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נוכלשוןלצורי ...בצרותצורולכן.ככהועלוהגרי.עמיתימגיעשה : 1בביתהנזכרידידי 35
אש~שםחולים.כלרואפלאללרופא 37האויב.מפגיהפחדאתראהאשרצרמגורחזה 36לשון.
את 38לשון.עלנופללשוןצירי ...הציר ...צריכאבי.אתוהסירלציריוהדיחהכאב.הציר

כאבותיחםחסרהאישבנביאיםהשאול 39בדורו.כדודבדוריזמירותנעיםאניבדורידודאני
ליו.נכדי 40אליו.התיחסשהנגידהשבטלוי,בןממרריכנבאי.הדבורבמתתמחוגןשהואאפשר

ו:צאתהליםפימרירי-עלקטבכמולשדרתםבחיל.לשדרתםבלכתנו : 24כבלהלןהשרה-לשדרתם 25

כ:אגישעהיאורידם;השמיםכעוףיב:זהושעפיעל 28מרירי.וקטבכד:לבדבריםצהרים;שיוד

אשרזיתכמוחמשהלארבעה 29תמראי.במרוםכעתיח:לטאיובעוף;כמועזרא:אבן ,מכמר

ארבהעאמירבארשגרגריםשלשהשניםזיתכגקףעוללותבוונשארו:יזישיעהפיעל-שכירי

 tו • • •אהמורימלךסיחוןאתהכותרחאר•ד:אדבריםפיעל-האמוריוסיחוןעדג 31פוריה.בסעיפיה

 <rיעשפיעל-שיכמרהובל 34בקר•.עמידהלכתםבז:בוייקארפיעל-בקריהולך 32חבשן.מלך

בדרדרבןזנזורז,כשמהבדרדרירובעלבה:שהנהראשפיעל-בזורי ,,,אני 38שי.יובלההאיבעת

ממבנבאיי.םשאולהגםאי:יאשמואלפיעל-בבניאיםהשאול 39 •בדורוכשמואלבוורדיפתח ,בוורד

בז.-כבושמותפיעל 40טז.רזסז.:ותפיעל
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שריוןעדתולראות 2הלויים.עריומפעתלחמתלוי.משבטשהנניאנייען.למעןדומעת.מדמעת 1
העוליםישראלבנילבנוןואורחת .••שריןועדתלמוריה.נרדצרורותבשיריםמביאהכשהיאונד.בעתחונה
כאכדכזורעתהזמבח.אריאל 3חמוריה.שבהרהמקדשלביתלמוריההארץ.קצותמכלהמקדשלביתלרגל
מהלהכששמישורוןשרותאליישורוןבציוןציוןנעריימישעדרו: 5-4הזרעים.אתומפזרשדהואתהזורע

כששמהאצילות,ישראלבנותאלמנסיהםשולחיםציוןבניהיושבהםבימיםכלומר:שבמיה,ערוגותעלומופעת

במבטחןבאשיוןבעין.באישון 5וזורחת.ומופעתמאירה.מהלההבשמים.ערוגותעלקרנהיאתשהולחת
אל,ממעשהבפוךאלאמלאכותיבפוךלאהצבועהלעיןמקרעתאלממעשהבפוךלעיןוחבה.חןשל

ולאאבותיהםבדפיבנותנבלוולא 6שלם.צמודישורון •••ישורוןצבועה.מקרעתטבעי.ביפי
וחטא.ומגרעתעשו.פעלובחטא.אבותיהןאתהנבותחללולאבדפי,אבותיהןאתהבנותנבלו

 •••חםבלבי : 1כהלהלןוהשרהדמעה;עיניותרדתדמעודמועיז:יגירמיהבקרבי:לביחםד:לסתהליםפיעל 1

-ומפעתלחמתוינוחה.חמתנחלוחמתובניואנוהחעינינתליהאעצר ; 1לאואורים;אוריהודהחגלתעל
ראובןבנילמסהמשהריתךסו-יח:יגיהושעוכנרת;רקתוחמתצר •••נפתלילבנילב-לה:יטיהושעפיעל

 •••הלוייםקהתבניולמשחפותכ-לב:נאיהושעומפעת;וקדמותויחצה •••מעורערהגבוללהםויהימשפחדתםל

נא-סד:ואהימיםדברידאר;חמתואת • • •קדשאת •..נפתל•וממטה •••אפריםממטהגורלםעריויהי

מררילבני •••חמרןאות •••קדשאתנפתליוממטה •..אפריםממסהגבולםעריויהיקהתבניוממשפחות

שהיריםשירפיעל-לבנןות mואו •••שריוןעדת 3-2מיפעת.ואת •••ומונואתזבולוןממטההנותרים

יקראוצידוניםס:גדבריםוחרמון;שנירמראשאמנהמראשתשרריתבאוימלבנוןאתיכלהמלבנוןאתיח:ד

שירפיעל-מרפותתי •••נדרצרורותושריון.לבנוןו:כסתהליםשניר;לויקראווהאמורישריוןלחרמון

המור.שםמקטיריןשהיוהמקדשביתזההמורהראלליאלךמג.:וירא,ברברתנחואמהמר;צרוריג:אהשירים

ושהחמששוןג:אנישעיהפיעל-זמרהבקולדוד.חנהקריתאראילאריאלהויא:כסישעיהפיעל-אריאל

 ·"צביוןציוןבעריימי 5-4רקדה. •••דרורמרכג-כד:לשמותפיעל-וקדהמרזמרה.וקולתודהבהימצא

הנפרדיםוכיוםאבבעשרכחשמהלישראלטוביםימיםהיולאח:דתעניתפיעל-ישורוןשרותאלישיורון

שאבחוראומרותהיוומהבכרמיםוהדלותיואצותירושליםובבות •••לבןבכלייוצאותירושליםבנותשכהן

-בשמ•חערוגותוציון.ציוןבניוהרם : 14כהלהלןהש;ה-בציוןציוןנערילך.בורראתהמהוראהעיניךבא
תקעריכ•ל:דירימהפיעל-מקרעתאלממעשיבפוךלעין 5הנשם.לערוגותב:והשיריםשירפיעל

אצ:בתארבאבאבמה;קמהבתאבמבבלבןכיו:זמיכהפיעל-אבותהיםבדפיבנותנבלוולא 6עיניך.בפוך

עולהמעלםמטילים(כשיחוחאטןהווולאעשרהשבוכברעשרהש•תכברבשוקאוטלייאתטלאימטייליךהווכד

בתולאמדברתאלבבלהנדיבה : 0-4כלהלןושתוחחוטאים);היוולאעשרהשבעוכבןעשרהששכבןבשוק

מכלכל.תזרכהנהבלחםאוביפחילאואולםשוועהמחללתלאוהאב ...מגלגלתלהוריה
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אשתוקקכלומרנדיב,לבתאחאדו(למעך)דמפעח,לחמתנכסףאנילמעז : 1לביתמתקשרנדיבלכתואתאר 7
ללקטךשהושניםעלהזרדיםאחהשהמולטעתללקטששוןעליעפריםשמהבצידך.האצילהישראלבתאל

ישראל.לארץומבואהאגוז.גנחאחאותההנדיב.בתאחמנערהצבידך.השולטיםאהדיביםאריות Rולנעטן.
כשאבי 10יפית.כלאחמציוןשהסירוזריםידיעלהרוסהציון,:דיא:דאגוז,גנח 9ישראל.לארץ,מלהגיעומגעת

:דארדן,עמדרעליההקשד'םקשדבאמצעשחיתהשחיה,דאבןחרבות,גלהדאזהבההמקשדביתאחבדמיונירואה
תודמםהלנצחאלחים, 12חרהד.ענידחרדבעיזמרה.אבכהאמרר 11אבנים.שארביןומכוסהמוסחרת

ישראלעםעברדההצלחה,במרומישדדיהשתהיהכלומר:לכוכבים,מעלשתדדוהנצורים,הםאדום,בתאח
דבחעוץואחרתלעמך.ותקאנתכעסלאהאםתאגףהלא 13תחתהי.שאולעדמושפלכלומרים,בלבשקוע
והספה 15גבבורתה.ומפורסמתונודעתהאל.אחהעלה 14תכשיטים.עדרהיוטבעתחחבעלתאדום.

ורחבה.ושרועתהמלאה.מלאהעשו.נכדלתימןבאדום.צחיךאחונל:דבכצרהחצציך

יא:והשיריםשירפי-עלאגוזבגבתנדיב.נחבבעליםפעמיךיפומ:דב:זהשירםישירפי-עלנדיבלנח 7
עפריםכשנישדיךשניה:דהשיריםשירפיעל-ולעטתללקטשרשךעליעפריםשמ:דירדתי.אגוזגנחאל

שדשנים;וללקטבגביםלרעדתהנשםלערוגותלגבוירדזרזיב:דהשיריםשירבששונים;הרועיםצביהאתומי
אריות 8בבגך.דודיםלוקטצביכיאמת : 1קסבארה;אשרמרלבבוןעפרתלבןופזות : 1sנולהלןוהשו:ד
-ומקלעתולדירתציץפטורינוףיפהמקירחלצו 9שואגים.אריותבקרבהשריהג:גצפניהפיעל-שם•שאגו

אחלצו mהכהךוצרההביתבקירותהגנעפשהוהבהדאוההשביעיביוםהכהןדשבלסמ-:ידויקראפיעל
לאריזתומחתחכס:זאמלכיםצידך;הרהארץכלשמושנוףיפהג:מההתליםהנגע;בהןאשראהנבים
מפלה.עמיא:זיישעיהפיעל-מפלמעי 10צצים.ופטוריפקעיםמקלעתיח:דאמלכיםלדירת;ולבקר
זבח • • •אדוםנח 12נקראת.חיתהושחיה ••.המקדש)(בביתשםהיחהאנךב:הידמאפיעל _שחיהדאבך
שמדתפיעל-יםבלבצידך.בתעוונךחם •••כדםתעברעליךגם •••אזרםנחנא-כב:דאיכהפיעל-צירך
צידךגבולחוןגבלחשבךה mוינחמתבחלדחמתדבגידאנוחהעינינחליאהעצר : 1לאלהלךהשדה 12-10ח.םד

בתנא:דאיכהפיעל-עוץואחזתי.דסעזרא-אתגףהלא 13מנחדה.צידןונחשכינהגנהמארהרבית
פיירמיהמסבכו-עלכאריעלה 14דסכעח.רגזםחחכב:להשמדתפיוטבעת-עלחחבעלתעדץ.באץריושבחאזרם

ירמיהפיעל-בסויהידנמרים.מהרריח:דהשיריםשירפיעל-הרריומןכנמר •מסבכואריהעלהז:ד
רעותעלימדאספהכג:לבדבריספיעל-חצציךוהספה 15חזקה.ובזרועבסדיהבידאתכםאניונלחמתיה:נא
אבזהמיא:סגישעיהפיעל-בבצרה •יתהלכוחצציךאףשהקיםבחברקדל:חיעזתהליםבם;אכלהצחי

ירמיהפיעל-כדסוהשקהאדום,באץרגזולרסנהבבצרהלייזבחכיד:לדישעיהמבצדה;בגידםחמוץאמדום
אלהיי--א:לדבראשיתפיעל-לתימןוג.דיים.כלאתאדתדדהשקיתהמידיזהאתחההמכרסאתקחםד:כה

לב:בכיחזקאלפיעל-ושזרעתמחמתךמלאה •דוג'אומרתימןאליפזבביויהיר •••אליזפעשרבנישדמת
 , .-· . . . • • ,,,..: • .;; t1ז . ,-', •.יי,מחתהמלאיםכ:אנישעהיהנ; mזחעהמהקתשתיאחותךכסר ·
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20 :p יוםrvo/iJ יייםP, ןזקים;? q ך~רים, 91םמוןw:p r ~ 9 ת~~ 1מ 1ךה 1~ד,סם, 

ל~ת ?17}ד~ים P:ד~יםדת ,Pב , rס p:~ד~ים ?7~דם, ?7ש wי wדבירים, wו
:p ןה~ r, ר~ןהw 7 ~ך:כהךקול~ת, ה;י,;;ד7ת?o/ ךת;רינ;ה ?7ר~ת~הR ~ת. 
 ~ ?riדןללב ,סץלת fי~ת, iת WR~ן םך~~;: iראש 7ך~לינד7דנד )iך
 ~ R ~ ?7~רדא iב ?7ם ry~.ריrד p:ד~אנף ,שול.ל ל~?t;וךה ?7ם ry;;,צ;יסי 7נד w?7ך

 ,ת~ R ג;~ם ryך~י iר יר.~כ;; p:ך~.ךץ ,ת~~; ?7ם ryי 72~ך~ן~הנד W?7ך 25
~ iJ חדליםש 9 ~~ז~ףך~לך~ךגךת,גוד~דףךנ:וךמם-לר·~ w .ב~ת

נצחדנותארוהשיר:שלתעקרילנושאהמעברכאךמגי"·"שעהבשירלךשהודיתיכמוכשיריבשיר.משיר 16
דעתבליארגונה.במבצרבמלכד.שמרזבאדיס,המלךשלקרובוידיר,ראחימלךמריבעלבמלחהמ.
בתחתיותוחביבו.ונחנו 18במבצר.ברבמצברו.כמעזונפשו.אתלהצילכנפשולהנצל 17בסכלותו.

מבצעתעדתיאלבחרברהיתה 19וכתולעים.כחגביםונקליםקטניםותולעתחגביםהמבצר.לרגלי
 •חרבנובחדחרבלפיבדותת.מבצעתאל.בחרבשונאיהםאתהדרגיםהידחיליאל,בחרבמבצעתעדתיזחיתה

מגתודדתומונעתנדודהמרעש.מהמוןהשמים.השחקים 20נכרתת.מבצעתידיר.שלצאבועדתו

ידיעלאזרםבדםצבועיםבחץמארמיםאדומים.ששגבדילבושיםשהידמאדםששלבשוי 21ומתנעועת.
בזה 22עליהם.הגנרהדםידיעלשניתולעתצבועהמתלעתבדמיםגאים.רמיםבהם.שגפעוהאויבצחי

ובמקוםוכהויורה.וקולעתהאויב.חיליאתומשברתהמנפצתעדתנומפיצההמולת.רגשתאח.דבמקום
המבצר.שללראשו 23לנצחדנה.משמחהותקיעהתודעהקולותהמשמיעהעדתנוותוקעתמרעיהאחד.

בכתאלאממש,שלבמדרגהולאחץומעלתקשתותינו.בנחאלאממש,שלבסלםלאקשתותמןבסלם
ובאבדלפתחיהם,שולללכלמסלהושמנן 24הלב.מוגידד~-.ריבחיליעלפחדהמסילהמיגעתרךללב ·חצינו

צבועה.מצנעת 25חרמותיה.שבפרצןבעירשאביםכמויגיעהבלאבצהריחם

מלכי.משארזהדצר •••מבצרלעירצרבאנירם : 23-22זלע•להשדה-במבצרואחימלךמריבעלבבוא 16

-זעתבליהחתי.אהימלךו:נואשמואלפיעל-ואחימלךבעל.מרימ:סאהימיםזכריפיעל-מריבעל

בעינינווהיד 18בך.תדבקנעמןוצרעתבז:הבמלכיםפיעל-כצרעתקללהכדודבקה 17ב.לחאיוב

כחרב 19כחגבים.ויושבהיכב:מישעיהכחגבים;בעינינוונהילג:יגבמדברפיעל-חגביםבמגדליואנשיו

נחרתנשמעמדןטז:חירמיהפיעל 20כ.דחיהושע-חרבלפייי·חרביב:נאאהימיםדבריפיעל-אל

שעטתמקולג:מזירמיהשמים;רעשוארץרגזהלפניוי:ביואלהארץ;כלרעשהאביריומצהלותמקולסוסיו

כמלובה.והתנודדהכשכורארץתנוענועכ:כדישעיהפיעל-ומונעתנדוהדלרכבו.מרעשאביריופרסות

ד:בבחוםפיעל-מתלעחבדמיםמארמים.איליםועורותועזיםוששכג;להשמדתפיעל-מאדםשש 21

מןבסלם 23נפיך.עלמפיץעלהב:כבחזםפיעל-מפיב.ה 22מתלעים.חילאנשיאמדםגבוריהדגמז

ואל : 6קלבלהלןהשדה-שולללכלמסלהלתפחיהםרשמנו 24מכתבים.בסלם ; 30עבלהלךהשדה-שקתות
כמבאדיבשעריךכבדאזי:כדקאל mיפיעל-מבקעתעירמבראצדיהם r.בונאגדמסלה.שאוללכלחתפם

תשדע.חלליםונפשיב:כדאיובפיעל-משועתחלליםנפש 26מבעק.תעיר
.';:-:.r• 
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הפצועיםהמנוצחיםהדלביםרמזהשללם,אתושולליםאבדיביםדהנדסדיםהנרקמיםהמנצחיםהדלביםמזה 27

ומרפק.ואצלהשדים ,יזידשלרעיו 28ומדגלה"דםזבתחבוהר •..בעמוסיםהםואףוהנאנקיםהנאנחים

לבחסריברחכמולבדה.הצליחבעצמוידי~אבלוברח 29בס.דנתונהמשקעתבמסגרנהרג.חלל
המלך.שלהמשמעתואתצהדקזיןאתעליוקבלולאומשמעתנכוחהאלסרולאפתי.שוברחכמו
חרבשהיאחושבהואמזדקרתאבןכלועל ,להדגהרמבקששהואעץכלעלחשובשהואדרכוזהוהבוחר 30

קודזרבה.מרשלגוהראלחזםאבוכנראהחזק,למושלואדיררםלאדיר 31זרועו.אתלכדתעהלולה
מאשדמשגעתבנפשמשגעתברעיועינוראתהמאשרבנפשלשון.עלנופללשוןואדיר ...לאדיר

בכוס.נקבעת 33שעבה.משבעתצלולה.ובעצהטהורהועצה 32ומופק.ו-אב.להםבעריו,עינואדהת

טובךעליועדה 36ותקרתי.מבסחיושבריכסלי 35נפשי.אתלסכןשתי uחזלאבךבבחסוניאלהי, 34
ותהיהתמידנפשיתחיכןהפעםשנצלתיוכמו 37סובך.עלבשיריתרעיישראלועזתמרועעתבשירי

וצדה.ממצוקהלעולםונועשתנעזרת
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לרדקהמדינהעליראלאפדבנראלשרקאלגתרדראנגאדומאנהדעמאדבןנזלתת-בשנתציפהרפי

ניהעליליל[תה]םפיהובאתרבאלסבקריהאלעסאכדנזלתחתילקתאלהםאלפצרלרנפד
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פימתלהאאלמרגרדאלתלמרדלגהוה[ועלי]בקולהוירציניאלחאלצודהיצףאל[לי]להתלך]
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אליוכתבלה.מחוצהבהםולהלחםלודקהאל(ללכת)בבקרלהשכיםבכרנהבלילהבה

התלמודבלשוןוהואבשירו,ומצוביהמצבאתמתארבאלס,נקריתהמחנהמןההואבלילה
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ךך. iד p:ר~יםמו p:ךס:יג:וי
 1ה;ךך p:ר Wי 97י;.ךה~י 1

 ,ך~ןךךזכב;;כה p: 1~ךג 7
 .;עןך 1~רינ 7~ם , 1הךנ
-ןך 1~שך~דךלא ,ך~י 1ג;ןש
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ומתנקם.אויבג:חתהליםלאויביו;חראונוסרלצדיויינוקםב:אנחוםפיעל-ומתנקםונוסד 27

השנים.הנסיכיםוהכו ; 32זלעילהשוח-רעיו 28ברע.תמדיקפצעחבורותל:כמשליפיעלמדיקח-בחבורה

בנחוםרגז;לבסה:נחדבריםפיעל-רגזבלב 29דגלי.בסדותשםבז:יגאיובפיעל-משקעתבמסדג

שממעתך.אלוסדיד:כבאשמואלפיעל-ומשמעתנכוחהאלסדולאז.סשמלי-לבחסדנמס.ולביא:

על-משגעתברעיועינודאתחמאשדבנפש 31זרועך.אתוגדעתיאל:אבשמאולפיעל-מגזעתזרועו 30

ישארלובביח:יישמותפיעל-דמחויד 32תדאח.אשרעיניךממדאחשמגעוהייתלד:כחדבריםפי

קיקלוןישתאשא.ישועותכוסיג:קסזתהליםפיעל-שיועתיעלוכוסישעכוס 33דמה.בידויאצים
גאישעיהכבוזך;עלוקיקלון •••והערלאתהגםשתהמכבוזקלוןשבעתסז:בחבקוקפיעל-נקבעת

עליונקושעשעח:יאישעיהפיעל-משעעשתפתניםחודעלויד 34שתי.תהתרעלהכוסקבעתאתזי:

סגתהליםפיעל-רבבותבשפת 36כסלי.זהבשמתיאםכד:לאאיובפיעל-כסליבךושמתי 35פתן.חור

י:סזישעיהפיעל-מדועעתרב.בקהלאודךיח:להתהליםפיעל-רבבהקלפי.יהללרבנותרשפתיו:
צפניהפיעל-וצדהמצוקהנפשי.ותחיכ:יסבראשיתפיעל-נפשיתחי 37ידעע.לאירנןלאובכדמים

ומצקוה.צרחסד:א

יחרסף.בגולהגנידשלצואהכעיןהואזהשיד

חשפיהייתיבתבלשטתיכבראתה.את 2בעבורך.דקהואבעבורךאארב.אשדאבואבני.יהוסף 1
אמריוישרכתבמכיבת.כתבי 3אדגות.בליוחייתיהמלך.לעבודתשקורלהיותמבליעבולםלשוסס
וארך,רחבאשדבפהוארךרחבבפהשהמרת.בשעהוהמרת 4ילדך.כאביךכהורךישר.דבריהםדבריו
נגזרואם 6לאויבינו.אולגוומזומןערךוהמותאםבגו,להלחםלמחרהצדבקוםאעד,ולא 5לבלע.המוכןבפה

אללבךתגהוקימתךכתביאלבשבתךלבךנתה 7עוז.אדאךלאוכילעולםעוזתדאגילאכינבי
מכבתי.יהימלמזים.רבים 8שתקום.ובעתשתשבעבתבמכתביהתבונןוקימתך,בשבתךמכתבי

בפה 4ישר.וכתובי:יבקהלתפיעל-ישרכתב 3אסבל.דאגיאשאאוניז:מרישעיהפיואסבל-עלאשא 1

ישעיהלשון;אתריכןפהתרחיבומיעלז:גזיעשהיאויבי;עלפירחבא:באשמואלפיעל-אורךחרב
הלנויג:היהשועפיעל-לצדנואםהלנו 5 • 17עזלהלןוכןיפה;ופערהנפשהשאולהרחיבהלכןיד:ח

-וקימתךכתביאלבשבתךלבךתגה 7תפתה.מאתמולערוךכיל:לישעיהפיעל-עידךלצדינו.אםאהת
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תבסלם.תעבירם 53עוונותי-שלבעטיםעלישאנובערותאשםעצמיאניומכשוליםלמוקש
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בומצ;אגסמצאנוםבעמקים,מציאהמצאנוםמציאהבעמקיםמצאנוםטורף.כעוףכקורא
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