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• ]foreword. 
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A man'R life is in!'lo fActo bound un with th€ ate' in v:hich he live"· But 

this truth is more. evident when th~t inrlivi~uql ia conn~cted with the noli tic"' 

of that age. Every sound of 'l gun, every $milP. or fr.own of 111 sovereign aseumf'a 

gig!'!ntic inmort~nce. And Jl!'neci-'llly w~.s this f'O during thE Middle Age a. 

The :nfteanth Century Y:as colhinl" to ·1 close '.''hen Jo~el ben Gershom W<t" 

born. Into the rnael"'trom ~hich w~!'I to convulse the entire wo•ld did he enter. 

With difficulty we foll ow his ?..ctivities during the many rPVolutions ore• 

cinitated during that ag0 • And that waA an age of revolutions- •ocial, nolitic• 

•1, religiou"' Prnd commerciAl. The Pell"'Ant•' War was a manifestation of the 

first, the Schm::ilk".ldic "iiPLr' ~n evidence of the ~econd, the Protestant RPforma-

tion t~c product of the third, the discovery of America and its a~tPnn~~t re-

Eults on world economy thE cause of thE last. Misc11.rriai:;es preceded the 

birth of Modern Euronet revolutions nreccdEd it~ evolution. But throuP:h the 

tr~vail• r.ind labour~ of birth'which so disturbPd the '"orld, Josel strove to 

maint~in, if not to imorove thP condition~ of his fi:>llow Jev:!'l, who, "'Ven 

Josel '·e· life c~rriE'R us into all the etruggle!'l of thP first h•df of 

Sixteenth Century. ~s each one in its turn threatened Jewish continu8ncc 

~~}~'.~(¥rid even existence, Josel 'e activitie"' became evident. Addre!';aing the leri.derA 
, ""' ·ti·Jf• \j:,.-1 ~~ •";t 

,{ of the. Pe~.Aa.nt Army, rE'f'utin~ Marp;;\rit"' and Butzer, nlP .. dincr bE'fore thA 
,. .... ..., .......... ,·:t~:\ 

Emneror, nobility and city council•, hi"' activitie"' ,,,ere numerou"'• 

Yet of him "'e kno'\': littlP beyonci the fo.cts which ""'tirnt research h"'"' 

reveal.Pd in the docurnentA conti:tine.d in the 'irchive• and thosem!:'.tterp \'.'hich 

he himsPlf recorded in hi~ "Memoir"'''· ThP moFt exhA.uAtive work h11s been done 

by Feilchenfeldr Rabbinovit .. h::iA t'lken O''er much of hi!'\ findinf1'R. By theRe, 

the e<trlier works of S(ieid, Loeb a.nd Carmoly have been "'uoercf ded. The f11n

l"v 
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ciful ler,endR incornor~ted in Lehrnann's novel ~re. interPRting evPn though 

un1>1uthentic. The intercesAor's "MPmoir!'I", t.1ro st'lt.ements 'lt.tributed to him in 

'YosAif Omet., ', the few frf!.gmentA of his manuscript booki:; v•hich h~ve been 

nublished rind the results of search in the ~rchiveA sunply us with contPmpor" 

riry rr:aterial. 

No originnlity is claimed either in m'.'lhrb.l or in mPthod. The \'·ork of 

schol'lrA has bPen investigg_tPd and their findingA recorded. The bPnefitR 

~cc ruing from the study are not to be found within this thP.si• but are to be 

numbered q_rnong the ~nt<1.ngibleF1 that a.id u•. 
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CHAPTER O:tlE 

It is no infrequent occurrence in Jewish history that the origine 

or an outstanding character are not known. And eo with Rabbi Joeel or 
1 

Roeheim. The reconstruction or the early period or his life is mostly 

conjecture, open to criticism and not at all definite. Tradition and 

fact are intertwined in a bewildering fashion. 
2 

The family or Lq.ans into which Josel was born was descended on 

the maternal side from the family of Rashi and thus, also, from the Luri~ 
3 familyJ and on his father's side he was descended of a fmnily living 

' 4 
in the district of fran\e Comte learned in the Torah. It seems that in 

the year or the generd and final expulsion from Frg1ee (139~} the Loans ( 

family foreeok franee and journeyed to Switzerland, to the small city or 
.; 5 

'. Endingen, near Zurich. This was about 1399. About fifty years later we 

find one of the Lo,ns family, Rabbi Jacob son or Rabbi Ye~~iel, physician 

to Frederick III (reigned 1440-1493} who liked him and knighted him. For 

many years he held this post and even after Frederick's death he wae still 
6 

retained by Maximilian I. That he was the one who taught Reuchlin He-
7 

brew need only be mentioned here. The hypothesis is nearly certain t~at 

through Rabbi Jacob Loans his relative Rabbi Joeel ben Gershom of Rosheim 

also became one of the courtiere or Maximilian and the greatest ehtadlan 
8 

in Israel. 

For e:bout eighty years the Loans family lived peacefully in their 

new home in Endingen and experienced no hardship until the winter or 1470 

when the passion or the,community, aroueed by a charge or murder, tell 

upon it. A murdered man was round in their cemetery and his murderer was 

not known. Hence, the cormnunity imprisoned three Jews, brothers, of the 
9 

Loans family, Ma.rklein, Elijah and Abarlein and accused them or having 



M 

• 

( ,- ! y_, ~ I 
·-i < 

r "I Ii 

killed the Christian, placed his blood in bottles and sent them to 

Frankfort and Pforzheim. Because of the severity or their punishment, 

the brothers admitted that they had murdered the man and done with his 

blood as their accusers charged. In addition, four Jews were seized in 

P!orzheim and the seven were ordrred to be burned alive. One of those who 

were taken to be killed was Rabbi Gershom Loans, father of JoselJ but he 
10 

successfully escaped and saved himself 
11 

his family in Obernai. 

and in 1477 we find him with 

This occurrence is the first which Josel mentions in his "Memoirs", 

and thus he records its 

"And it happened in 1470-1471 that the persecutors of Endingen 

caused their evil to fall upon thre~--~~loved brothers of my master and 

'.father (may his memory be for blessing!). They were arrested .one a.t a · r ~ ------------.. --
W \}-f..i_.iJ ~--My father barely escaped with his life. The enemies came to tor- i,,.;:/ "' 

7"\i l, "{ ture them with every kind of punishment until they were forced to con- Q.1 " 

~j , . "''' ·tt ress lies concerning the sea.mp who was found in the cemetery. They were r . 
/ 

burnt ror the sanctification of God's na.me, may He be blessed! The mar• 

tyre of Pforzheim were a.leo burnt for the same deed. And the brother of 
12 

my father-i!lftlaw was condemned to the ~heel 

tim9. May their souls be bound up etc. Amen." 

in Haguenau at the same 
13 

' \. I } ) I 
··" ,~;,'° 

fl- 1~nA , 

We do not know the exact year or Josel 's birth but from the "Memoirs" 

we know that after the tragic incident in Endingen Rabbi Gershom moved 

J 1t~4 .. 
/ii\)J,! 

14 
to Qbernai in Alsace. Yet even before the. birth of Josel, many troubles 

and hardships overtook the Loans family. At that time Ren,, prince of 

Lorrain and Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, warred against each other. 

Within the French army were to be found Swiss mercenaries who, while re-

turning from France to their own country intended to pillage a.11 the 
) 

15 
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Jews in Alsace and to take their wealth from them. Thus, in 1476-7, 

were many co!llllunities laid waste in Aleace1 Schlettstadt, Bergheim, 
ti' 17 

.Ammersweiler, Turkheim, i:nsisheim, Mulhouse, Kaysersberg and Colmar. 

But aeain Rabbi Gershom was able to save his life and ~h~t of his family 

by fleeing from Obernai. The details of the troubles in Alsace at this 

time are found in the second item of Josel' s "Memoirs" which is here in .. 

serted. 

•1n 1476 a harsh decree was issu7d against the Alsatian Jewsvwhich 

11 0 is found in a translation which I ma.der~f~. prayer which I came across 
"' ' ,......._,_ ... , __ ,_ ...... ~ 

in the community or Wtirzbfurg. And this is how it reads1 

'In the year 147f, in the month of Tammuz, during the week yhen the 
I' 18 

, I J~· :'zl '. eection "Law of th_~_.!~ah" is read, a priest came to me from the commun- · 

ity of Colmar and showed me this letter and told me how it had come into -
his hands at the time when the Duke of Burgundy (Charles the Bold) laid 

f.Jir·p 
siege to the Duke of Lorrain and also Alsace was joined with them in this. 

Ut·~ ~~:~•: 'l'lle Swiss in the pay of the Duke of Lorrain made an agreement 

,t. ~o permit any Jews to dwell in that country or in Alsace. In their 
~-.>-riAJ_;l ••v v v • 

t {J. going to war against the Duke of Burgundy, in all the cities where the 

~~ ~ enemies of the Jews could act, some of the Jews were killed, some ware 

: \" forced to convert, some were plunderld and spoiled' and they took what 

they found. I bought the book from that priest for eight 1 'vanim ( ! ) and ----------
three profane books. Whoever comes and says th~t this book is his and 

{ rre.iu ·,}gives me proor,
1

1 will return this book to him, says Juob b. Rabbi Isaac 

·Wi~'-1 ·r Nuremberg, parna• or the community of Wurzbourg'. ' 

•• ~ <-...i "And I [Josel] was there [in Wurzbourg] from Sunday, the third of 
J 

'Lt". 1 '· She vat until Monday the third( of Adar, 15~44, concerning the troubles rv v-v. ... .,,;.,, 
brought about by a blood accusation when a boy was fou~d drowned in the 

I 

''. -.. J~ q ,.!, 
, ' . 
-1 

\J 
I , ~ : 

/ .·' , t ·. 

_, 

'-; ;j(...l\ . \. \ - ; 
I 
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19 
river and it v.:as said 'The Jews drowned him•. And I found in the book 

which was written by a man from Nuremberg on the top of a certain pag,..-:~ 

. And when I crune there 

----------·~--· J which I heard from my 

I thought it ...Proper to w:r:,i te as a memorial t~t 
t;· '·· ' ; ' <, '" : ' ) 

father, and my mother. They, w.i.th their friends and 

children, left the city of Obernai and, joining with the inhabitRnts or 

the country, they journeyed and fled for their lives to two fortified 

pl~cee, Barr and Luetzelstein, where they were forced to remain a whole 

year, hungry and thirsty. In the cities of Schlettstadt, Bergheim, Kaysers• 

berg, Kestenh9lz, Ammersweiler, T~~kheim, Colmar and Ensisheim, wherever 

the Jews were found, the oppressors killed both young and old and drowned 

them in the river to force them to conversion. I recAived information tro~Z., 

my rather that forty-~~ souls, men, rabbis, nasis, young men, boys and 
..____..___. ·.._.........-.---.... " 

/ll- '~ :~)) 
girls were martyred by sword, fire and water until their pure and holy 

' 
'>t' ! _i .I I 

soule departed. He said 'Six men were converted through compulsion. After ·" 
---.---........... --·'./ . 

_ that, according to reports and according to my own opinion, they were found 

' J. / I - worthy or returning to their rather who is in Heaven, except one man whose V"v 
,,,/ 

( ~,Z. 
1 

name was Raphael who died in the city of Colmar, That man had held heretic~., . 

. I f,fti.l4 :tl views even as a Jew ••• This and another[evil befell us], sinee the decree ~l 
~ WNt" 

I ll1vV9-t) wu ordered in Tebeth and it was colder at that period than it had been .. . _. 

for many years. Bec~use or the severity and long period or cold, the Jews 

were not able to hide and conceal themselves in caves and pits and they 

fled to the houses or Turkhei• and its environs. Their enemies came to 

h~nd them over to the executioners. There were eighty people there• men 

and women, girls and boys- and all or them prepared their souls for death 

and fell on their faces to seek mercy so that innocent blood should not 

be spilled. God (may He be blessed!) sent His aid and Hi~ m~ssenger before 

them so that the captain, the head or the troops, was merciful to them and 



s~ds'If you bring eight hundred pieces of gold by to-morrow before noon, 

that will be ransom for.than'; that is, ten pieces of gold for each one. 

But there wa.e honllj:y one good Jew to be found in this whole district and 
20 

his name v:as Judah Ba.mis who lived in the city of Mulhouse~ for the 

re~ of the Jews had been killed or dispersed. Some of them had fled, some 

had been killed or drowned; and all their wealth was ta.ken as spoil. When 

the report came to th~t good man in Mulhouse, he rent his garments, sat on 

the earth and wore eackclothe and put ashes on his head; both he and his 

household. Then he took all he could find on that day a.nd night and sent 

his servant Mordecai with the sum of eight hundred pieces of gold as their 

ransom. But the messenger was not able to reach them before noon, the 

time agrred upon. All of them ''ere led, bound one to the other, with one 

cord; rabbis, parnassim, women, boys and girls. They first took a man 

named Benet and they rent his clothes intending to cut off his head; and 

with him was the eminent Rabbi Zadok. Then all of them fell on their knees 
l" 

to pray to God and they bared their necks for sl~ghter. At the moment when 

the executioner bared his sword to cut off the hea.ds one after the other, 

the servant arrived, calling in a loud voice, "Don't put your hands against 

the Jews! Is not the money for the prisoners in my hands ?" Then the 

leaders took the eight hundred pieces of gold and sent the Jews in peace 

to the house of Rabbi Judah Ba.mis. That man Benet who had seen the sword 

bared over his head was dumb for more than half a year because of the 

shock. But after that he recovered. The man who had redeemed and saved them 

rejoiced with them in his house until the mobs had dispersed. All of the 

progeny of that man Ba.mis inherited wealth and honor. The son of my sister, 

ls&&e ben Rabbi Ye ~hi el Ba.mis v:as also a descendant of his and he was a 
\ I 



poor man. And because he (Rabbi Judah Brunis) had exposed his life and his 
,.......--·"·"-~ -.~ ---·· \, , ~. 

\,, ' 
wealth to save lives, he is worthy to eat the fruit in this world while 

the stock remains for him and for his children after him in the world to 

come. There is not sufficient room here ,to v:ri te one tenth of how the 

Lord (may He be blessed ! ) did mercifully with those who had eecaped from 

the midst of that persecution, to save many families and men of renovm. 

Blessed be God th~.t. he saved my father and my mother, with out friends 

and relatives and the rest of the men and women, young men ~nd smA.11 boys. 

And because of the martyrs, God sent. His revenge against the Swiss many 

times ••• to avent,e the blood of His eervants whi.ch was spilt". 

These are Josel's reminiscences of his youth in his home. These are 

reports which he noted and believed implicitly. We can deduce from them 

that at the time of these happeninge (1476-1477) he was not yet born for 

when he gives thanks and praise to God for saving his fat.her, his mother 
21 

and the others, he doe~ not include himself. Where his father went 

after this horrifying event we do not know for certain, just as we do not 

know the date of Josel 'e birth. At any rate we can decide definitely that 
22 

he was born bet~een 1478 and 1480. We have seen that it could not 

have been much before that date and from various sources we deduce the 

other. 
23 

In thf'I third p!1ragraph of his"Memoirs" we reads 

"From 1503-to 1504-5 many people fought in the name of our Lord 

Emperor Maximilian against the Duke of Heidelberg until they red 11eed him. 

In that violent act they plundered l'!Verything that I had in the house 
24 .f 

with ite furnishings, more thrin four hundred florins •••• But the Lord .~l.
fh. ! 

became my eupport and the provider or my household". J •• 

From this we see that in the yeS:rs of these happening!! (150~ .. 5) he 

., 
' 

{: i 
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• 
had already built a house, furnished it and ha.d children. If this is sot 

then he was behreen twenty and twenty-five yea.rs old, and thus he was 
25 

born between 1478 a.nd 1480. 

Also, in the letter of complaint which he wrote to the Council in 
26 

Haguena.u sine datoJbut a.bout 1554, he says that "for fifty years I have 

now been aiding the Jews". Hence, when he began in 1504 he could not have 
27 

been much less than twenty-six. But this, with the note from the "Mem-

oirs", are all we have throv:ing light on the yea.r of his birth. 

About his early educ~tion we also know nothing with certainty, ex-
28 

cept that his rather died while he was yet a lad. According to Lehma.nn, 
29 30 31 32 

Scheid, Loeb, Rabbino'd tz, and Carmoly Josel Y:as quite a 

scholar. Lehmann states that Rabbi Eliyahu Loans, in his commentary to 

the Zoh~r, Adereth Eliyahu, says that Joael received instruction from his 
33 

O'l'D rather, Rabbi Gershom in secular and religious matters. One need 

only refer to Josel'S "Memoite", item 6, and readj 

"And I have seen my uncle in m'J youth in Haguenau; when I was six 

years old I was with him and with my pious uncle Rabbi Elia, who went to 

the holy city or Jerusalem and wished to take me with him; there my father 

died" to disprove this. 

Rabbinovli tz has carried over the error in translation made by Scheid 
34 35 

and Loeb, as Stern so cleverly shows. They ha• translated "la.mbdens" 

a1 f7 >:> ':;,,- the first referring to him as a "talmudiste" and the latter 9.f! 

"et un bon talmudiste", instead of reading it "eins gut en 19.umdens", that 

ie "eines guten leumunds"- a. good reputation. Rabbinowitz's statement 

that Josel was "one of the honored ones of the Beth Hamidrash and •••• stud-
'"_.,.,._,, __ _.... 36 

ied much in the books of the oral and written law" seems to be based on 
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the same error. 
37 

Although c~rmoly gives Rosheim as Josel's birthplace, he was not born 

there. Proof of this is to be found in the letter of complaint of the Jews 
38 

of Haguenau against the city of Obernai in 1522 in which it speaks of 

Josel "jetzunt zu Rossen gesessn", showing that he was not there prewiously. 

Stronger proof is to be found in the letter of Josel to the Council of Haguen~ 
39 • 

a.u in 1554 in which he says "For the past forty years I have dwelt in Ros

heim" • This, with other proofs, show him to ha.ve been settled in Rosheim 

since about 1516. Nor was he born in Obernai for, as 'l'e have said, the Jews 

were expelled from there in 1477 and were not pf'rmitted to return until 1500. 

It is therefore conjectured by Feilchenfeld that he may have been born in 
40 

Mittelbergheim. 

Accordin.g to our supposition, Josel settled in Rosheim about 1516 after 

he had married and had established a home. Rosheim is a little city in the 

country of Lower Alsace in the district of Muelheim, e.t the foot of the 

Vosges Mts. And there he did his first work for his people as shtadlan and 

patron. A plausible hypothesis is that it was then that he acquired his 

knowledge of seeul'lr me.tters for he 'fTas not very learned nor 'l'as he a master 

ef scientific subjects. But he was versed in a knowledge of the various 

customs of Germany. One or the contemporary historians, whose name we do not 

know, testifies thats 

"Rabbi Joselmann was the leader of the coI1DJ1unities of Israel in all the 

Germanic countries. He gathered and collected all that pertained to the life 

ef the Jews in all sections of the Diaspora. And the custom of this man at 

all times, whether at home or on his travels, was to write do.,,n on sheets or 

'archment everything th~t he interpreted in the Torah in a new way. He wrote 

•• them everything that hf' would find in books- historical 111~.tters, biogra• 
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phies or Jewish scholars- and these sheafs began to amount to quite a col-
41 

le ct ion." 

This evidence is now preserved in scattered manuscripts which have been 

rescued from oblivion and which are found in the Bodleian Library of Oxford 
,, II ,, ,; 

and are remni:tnts or his books Sepher Ha.W.kneh and Derek HaKodesh the contents 

of which ~~11 be discussed in the course of the book. 

His wisdom is furthermore ~hown in political matters and in his ability 

to approach the rulers. In many documents and letters which are found in the 

archives of the kingdoms of southern Germany evidence is given that he found 

grace and favor in the eyes of the three emperors during whose reigns he lived 

and la.bored and vuith the VR.rious dukes and noblemen with whom he came in con• 

tact in his effort to improve the Jewish condition. His piety and his attach" 

ment to Judaism we can understand from some 'f.'ords of his which are quoted in 
42 

"Yo&e~ Ometz", words which give us an insight into his devotions 

"The great shtadlan, Rabbi Joselmann Rosheim wrote, 'He who has the ~er-

it by inner stimulation to take upon himself the kingdom of heaven whole-

heartedly, if you wish to achieve that, your heart must turn away from your 

business at least a little while, at least for the phrase Sh'ma Yisrael. This 

you should do time after time un~il the conc~ntration comes readily at all 

times. You should direct your heart heavenward eTerytiae you awaken at night 
43 

and you will fJnd grace and mercy in the eyes of God and man". 

To a greater degree can this piety be seen in this pious man who surren• 

der1 his lire ror the sanctification or the name of his God in the prayer 

whic:h he composed a.nd said during the time or pe.rsecution according to the 

fellowing forms 

•He who stretches forth his throat to be slain as a martyr should say 

prayer 'My God, the soul which Thou haet given me' with a short confession 



of sins. Then he should make a blessing with Shem u'malchus as for all other 

comm~ndments, ending up with al mitzvas Kiddush Hashem and then he goes over 

to the specific instance in the followings 
.:l.111,'i.S LJt.!SI /,.J>1:Jr.J-i LJtnp )tt~ aStyi1 (>1? ·IJ'11.5t< '' 11.11d 1111 

S::xil !J:l.l..S )..:>..J. J11•1rS 1'.1")_y/ 11.iiff 11'tlt() ~1/J11/ 7.1.JJn ot:11r .J'tl 

D'.:i"'u .. J?'JV l!l"TJ'>o "11.JI~ 7n:i. :u•11.J. //.JO'(J7pSI Uv!lJ 
Then afterwards he who is about to die a martyr's death should read tlle verse~· 

Sh'ma Yisrael, and when he comes to the word Echod he should give up his life 

for the sanctification of His name, blP.ssed be He, and hie soul will be 
44 

gathered into the bonds of life, Amen, Selah". 
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Most confusing, perhaps, of all ~he problems involved in the study ot 

the great ehta.dl&n is the title which he uses at times, Befehlehaber and 
1 

Regierer of the Jewish Nation. When did he receive this title T From whom 

did he receive it '" these and similar questions have perplexed the scholars 

who dealt with it. 
2 

According to Carmoly, Josel was appointed to the position of Befehle~ 
3 

haber of the Jews by Emperor Maximilian in 1502. Scheid sets the date at 

1503 when Maximilian visited Straf:bourg and there named Josel a.s "Parnos 
4 

umanhiek" of the Jews of the Empire. Lehman, on the other hand, says that 
5 6 

in the 11Memoira" of Josel it is reported in the year 1510. Loeb, more eon• 

servative,statea that "it is difficult to say under what circumstances EmP"" 

eror Maximilian I named him [Joeel] Befehlshaber and Regierer of the Jews in 

Germany". 

However, the evidence upon which these conjectures are made is neither 

aubsta.ntia.l nor conclusive. In his "ldemoirs", which contains material up to 

1S47, Joeel does not mention this appointment at all which he would not have 

failed to do had it been given by Maximilian. But more important are the de• 

duetiona to be made from the facts or the lawsuit brought against Josel by 
7 

Wolfgang Weidner, a. magistrate and an imperial treasury agent in Spe~rer. 

Josel, it appears, had taken to himself the title of "Befehlshaber and Re" 

gierer" and Weidner denounced him for this, accusing him of wishing to assign 
8 

te himself an honor almost rega.l. The authorities demanded that he be severe" 

ly punished for allowing himself to be called "Regierer" and to sign his 

aignature with that title v•hich might mislead the people into b~lievtngctha.t 

... he had something in common with the king. The Emperor Charles V himself 
9 

to him and ordered him to go to Speyer or to send a representative • 
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.. 10 
The summons was delivered to Josel on July 5, 1535 and he hastened to 

takesmeaeures for 

11 
Christopher Hoe 

his defence. Two days h.ter he sent his proxy to 

' a lawyer and an imperial agent in Spire/I empowering him 
12 to represent and defend him since he could not take care of it himself. 

Thus, on the day of the trial, Hos addressed a plea to the imperial court in 
13 

favor or Josel, stating that the use of the title "Regierer" had never 

been meant by his client to take a meaning harmful or humiliating to royalty 

but that he had made use of it aimply because the title of "Parnas and Manhig" 

which tll the Jews had bestowed upon him could not be translated into Ger ... 

man in any other fashion than by this word. Moreover, there were many ex-

Mlples v.'here the word "Regierer" had been used without any intention of harm-

ing royalty. Thus one said "Sola pecunh. regnat" a.nd this was translated into 

good German as "Das Gelt regiert die Welt". In addition to this, Hos said 

thllt others had thus addressed Jose! and that if they vrished to punish his 

client or to t1ke his title away from him, that would weaken Josel 's position 

among his coreligioniste so that he would no longer have the p1"Jer over them 

which the Emperor wished him to have. 

Yet, in spite of the eloquence and ability of his lawyer, Josel was 

found guilty, forced to abandon the title "Regierer" and had to pay all the 
14 

expenses of the trial. 
15 

As Kra&auer asserts, had Josel really received the title of "Befehls ... 

aaber and Regierer" from Maximilian I or from. Charles V, he could easily 

have refuted the accusation and won his case by producing the decree which 

had given him that title. He could not do so, we conjecture, because the 

appointment had never been made officially ann thus he had to justify himself 

that he had simply translated into German, without any ulterior motive, the 
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He~re1'1 title of "Parnas and Manhig" which his !ellow Jews had given him. 

Much l<iter (1545, 1547, 1548) we find that Charles V ca.Us him "BPfehlsha.ber" 
16 

but we do not know whether he gave him this title o!ficially. 

Yet it is not impossible that Josel held a position comparable to a 

"governmentM rabbi. The o!fice or that nature first appeared during the 
17 18 

early part or t.he !ifteenth century. F..mperor Ruprecht of the Pralz was 

the first of the Christian rulers in middle Europe to create this particular 
19 

type of rabbinate and he appointed a certain Rabbi Israel 
20 

to be leader or 

all the Jews in the German Empire. A few years after that, in 1435, the 

nobleman Conrad or Weinsberg, at the behest of Emperor Sigismund, appointed 
21 

the Jew Anselm or Koeln to be chier rabbi or the German Jews. But the 

office of government r,_bbi was unimportant. The German Jewe at that time were 

meticulous in religious matters and would not tolerate strangers who inter• 

rered in their religious matters. And they thuE regarded the appointment or 

a government rabbi as a.n encroachment on their rights, and rafused to accept 
22 

hie authority. In addition, such objections left room for criticism and 

quarreling against those who accepted the authority by royal appointment, 

thereby enabling such characte,rs to tread upon the Jewish people. In the 

Tery time in 'f•hich Josel lived we seE" an example of that kind in the new 

Jewish communities in Poland and Lithuania. The two government rabbis appointed 

by Emperor Sigismund I, Abraham of Bohemia over the congregations in Poland 

and Michael J~seffovitch of Brisk over the Lithuanian communities, held 

their offices a short time. Many complained against the latter that he did 

not follow tradition and the Torah closely causing this rabbinate, as a 
23 

consequence, to be abolished. 

There is one bit of evidence pointing to the fa.ct that Josel was 
24 

appointed by the government ae leader of all the German Jews, and that 
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document dates from 1533. In any case, he ultimately became one of the 
25 26 

rabbis and ,judges in Alsace a.a well as a representativt'l to ·the court. 

We can accept Kraltauer•s more cautious statement tbat his fellow Jews gave 

Josel the honorary title of "Pa.rnaa umanhig" and ·that he, in transla.1;:1.ng it 

into the German, gave himself the title of "Hegierer oder Bef.ehlshaber de:r 
WI 

gemeinen Juedischeit" .t and let the matter rest there. 

The Jewish people in southern Germany recognized his aut,hority as 

rabbi and judge and they were early in recognizing that he was worthy of 

being thed.r intercessor and patron in times of trouble and political up~ 

heaval. Throughout the entire time that he tendered his services ·~o the eorn• 

munity he was not supported by the public. From the few facts which we have 

concerning his early life, it is known that he dwelt runong the people and 
28 29 

mr:i,de h:f.a living throu'gh money lending. 'l'hus we read in hi.a "Memoirs": 

"In the years 1503-5 many people made war :l.n behalf of our I.ord Maximilian 

aga.ins1; the Duke of Heidelberg untU the la.t1fier was subdued. During that 

period they robbed and plundered from me all that I had a.s pledges and 
30 

furniture ·to the value of more than four hundred florins". 
31 

substantiate t.his. 

other docume.nts 

'J~here is almost no doubt, therefore, that during that period of 1503 ... 5 

the intercessory activities of Jooel had already begun in the courts of his 
32 

fatherland, IJower Alsace. Particularly, as 5.s apparent f'rom his own words; 

he knew how to work into the good graces of thei military leaders of ·~~e 

Swise, mercenadea in. t.he employ of the German Emperor in his war with 1;he 

Duke of Kourpfah (or of Heidelberg as Josel called him) , and could deal 
33 

with them j,n. ransoming Jev:ieh prisoners. Yet the Jewish communities had 

a young man and had not ye1; buen. elected to office by t.r1e congregations. 
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Thus the matter dragged un·til 1510 an.d only in tha:t year did his acti\r:i:bha 

aa representative of~ the Jews ot. southc1rn Germany begin, a.a is mentioned itt 
34 

hiei ''Memoirs": 

11In l510 I was elect.ed in 

other men to keep an eye in detailed uupervision on the congregati.on~ ·~o 

broke out, in the coun·try of Mark (ei.ther Brandenburg or Prussia) and thirty .. 

dght p:i.ouu God fead.ng souls were burnt in Berlin". 

The ho:r.r:i.fying happening which .Tosel mentions i.s the first reference 

re corded by Jewish h~story coneerr1in.g the Jews ir1. Brandehburg and :i.rl the 

kingdom of Prussi.a in general. 'rhe de·t,ails of the fJtory a.re that a Christian 

of' Pomerania had srtolen the holy· vessels of. the Catholic cathedral and waa 

caught with the booty. Although the stolen things were recovered, the holy 

bread was still missing. They tortured the thief with inhuman hrhtaHty t,o 

; force him to confess what he had done wi i;h it. He them said that he had 1:;old 
0 

~· I[,, J,,, . it for a high price to the Jewe who dwelt in the oitieo of Spando, Branden• r ful''i,,lfV~litburg and Stendal. All the accused were brought ·to Berlin and'~:-~-~:, accusation 

r r of ·the desecra.t.ion of' the host was added the charge of ritual muraa.r. since 
i« ' . 

the corpse of a Christi.an child had been found the slayer of whom was unkr~own .• 

The prisoners were punished with fearful t,ortures but, they bore tre ir suf'f'er• 

:i.ng with forti. tude and would not con.fEHH> to the sins which they had not com"" 

mitted. All but two who accepted baptism and lightened. their punishment to 

decapitation by the -sword were aentenoed to be burnt alive on l1'd.day and 

Saturda,y, the twelfth and t.hirteen·tb of Ab, 1510. The fmwral pyre was set 

in the center of BerHn, near the Reichstagt where Lu·ther 's 1rte.tue s'l;and~1 

t0 .. day • One of the :religious fanatics of that day, F;ok, ·(;ells us with con ... 

I 

I 



siderable interes·t, in a eo.andal sheet which he edited, how the J'ews re ... 
/ 

,joiced when they heard their judgment, how they mounted thc-i funeral pyre 

with joy, with the psttlma of David on their lips' e:nd bore their mar·!iyr-ddtn 
35 

with courage and strength. 

We have :repea.t,ed this story becaur;e of. thfJ kn.owledge which it throws 

· ,,, on th~i item f'rom .Tosel 'a "Memoir.sn .. '.l'here Josel tells us of two inc:i.dentst 
-~ ~r.f 

1'«J·1 ,''•·.pis e1ect:ton as one oft.he supervisors over the congregati.on in 1510 t.o ... 
~ . ·1; •' £ l''~ gethor with the terrible happening in Berlin, '!'hie gives ue reaoon to be• 

.. · ~.(U' '(,\ lieve that the news of the persecution which took place in northern Gerrna.n.y 

)(i ·Ill,~··; ~: f'righten.ed and agHat d th iti f th th T dd t th ' N'Jf '.~ · e · e commun . es o , e sou . • o a o , eJ.:r 

•. · · ~dc't- troubles, one of the fanatic prieel'ts published in Basd, near Alea.cat a. de8 
,,. :», ·}· ~,'1\} • ·~·. ·-. . ~ ~ 

~ .. ·.·;··(·· ""'"'· .i ~,f'\ spica.ble book Mtting forth th~) fac·ts of tho occurrence in Berlin with the 1: . 'r1 ,~"·1· "'· 

:.r: l ~~. ~···; ""hope of. aromiing :i.n the hearts of the common people zeal for thei.r religion. 

r .. ·~}.; .~J~tx· It then became apparent to· ·the communities in Alsace tha:t it WO.fl i.mperaHve 
H.f J' .:hl\ 
lill' (""'~1 tha.t an. ir1terceFJsor be chosen from among thE'lm to represent them. S~.nce Josel 

·~ 36 
, i; :J\k~, had alrea.dy achieved fame and had acquired standing be fore .the powerst he 

J G 37 
~~(\/\k~·l'was chofAen as the Manhig and Parnas of. Lower Alsac<:ie And seeon.dly, t.he 

~A~- story has been rc.;peated f'or Josel remembered it and through it aided t.he 

,~.ff "~'1"ews since t.hirty years af1;er the even:{; he was able to clearly prove the 
.··. ~;~ ·,;:P'' f~)· 38 

~ ~,, /~o l.nnooence of those who had been illegally condemned to death. 

~\<;~~~~~- However, in all theee events whieh are mentioned by Josel M.roself and 

fl''; .:~~:~:::\('~(fl.round in other sources, there rema1.n many lacunae in the co n·tinua:tion of 

~.~~~)J~;:; . M.s a.ctivities. Amon.gst these doubtful instances may be reckoned his relation"" 
1::1,-

ship with Emperor Maximilian I., How did ·that rela.tionship arise 1and how 

did this inti.macy develop between the .Jew, one of '(;he judges in. a little 

town in .Alsaee and the Holy Roman :F.:mperor develop 1 When d1.d this signi:t'ican:t 



occurrence take place 'l And what were the services wh:i.oh Josel :remdered to 
39 

the government :tn general in recognition of which the IGmperor honored him ? 

'I'he answer to these ques·Hons can b0 made only through conjecture, i.tt 

which a sketch of Ma:x:imUan ''s biography will aid us. He was the last of' 

the medieval emperors of the Holy Roman Empire;" the history of his grandson 

and heir, Charles V, being already ascribed ·ho the beginning of the moder!'n 

era. Maximilia.n was the last of the mighty kn:l.ghts, excMdingly ambiti.ous. 

He made preparations to attack the Turks who at that time hac:l spread into 

Europe,hoping to reiatore the Greek Byza.ntir10 l!~mpire to Ha pristine glory 

and to sit on the throne of Consta.n.t1.ne I, the first of' the Holy Roman Ernper• 
40 

ors,. He was also {;he first of the European monarchs to negot1.at.e with the 
41 

rulers of Moscow and. he sent ambassadors to '.rsar Ivan,'blae son of Vas:i.l whom 

he hoped to con.vert, with his people, to the Roman Caiiholio Church, He even 
42 

aspi:red to the papa.oy after the death of Pope Julius II. However, he aOCOl:nl$ 

plished little for he lacked the strengt,h ano the courage riecesE1ary for {~hem. 

Emotionally, he very. readily became excited over what he heard and saw and 

his courti~rs used this weakness for ·t,he:lr own benefit. But, by the ea.me ·boken., 

their influence was neither strong nor lasting for from time to time othRrs 

found ways and means to reac:h him and to influence him so that he changed his 

mind- These qua.Hties of a changeling we can observe in his relat:tonsh:lp w1.th 

the Jews. During the first years of his reign he set himself to fulfill the 

wish of his fa:ther, Emperor Frederick IIB, a genuine fr:Lend of ·the Jewa, who 
43 

had asked him before he died to protect the Jews against their many enem:i.ee. 

But within ri very short ttme, M~1ximilian joj.ned thfi ranks of their oppressors 

and in ret,urn for monetary gif.'ta acoed<~d to thE:' request:s of t.he na.t:tves of 

the cities of southern Germany and the workmen's guilds f~or permission to 
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44 
expel 1;he Jews. Dudng his .life charg~1s o±' d.tual murder increas0d a.s vl€lll 

45 
as aocusat.ions regarding the deaecra:liion o·f the hout. In h:l.s attE>.mpt, to 

show himself a true believer., he listened to every charge brought agairwt ·the 
46 

Jews and believed thern. And because of this it wa.r1 compa~rn.t:i.vely easy to 

effect the expulsion of the Jews from Nuremberg and from the 
l-("l~'}'l'\ . 4 ., 

finally even in Regensburg. 
... -11" 

provinces of 

Steierma.rck, Corinthia., and 

But; most of these events oocurred in t.he first ten. years of his reign. 

During the latter part of his reign, from 1510 on, we see M.m incl:i.ned ·toward 

kindness, th©U)Sh h:i..s vacUlating habits still contin.ued. Ji'rom this we may oonfl'I 

elude t.hat his benevolent attHude ·coward the Jews dur::i.ng the secoyd half of 

his reign was brought about by the influence ex~~rted. over him by Josel, al.., 

though it must, be admitted that even this influence was not 1.~lways sufficient. 

What this influence was, how it was exertt'3d we can only conjec'ture. 
48 

1'he "Document of Right and AuthoJCJity" which Charles V gave to J'osel 

in February 1548, de ala.red to .rosel • s family and desoendante in perpetuHy 

the ri.ght to a f'reccihold in Germany, that is, that t.hey could do business :lti. 

any part of. Germany and settle wherever. it suited them best without an.yol'le ht\1.V"' 
49 

ing the right to compla.in. In tha:t document Charles V stateac 

11 Be it hereby known that our Jew, Josel of Rosheim, the leader of e.U. ·the 

,Jews, has long sinee been in possession of the r:tghts of. fr~•edom to travel any 

place in t.he kingdom of southern Germany and to carry on commerce without hitl1'11 

drance, he, his wife, hie son.e and daughters af·t.er him, and r,i.ll his family, 

by ·hhe aut,horHy of ·t.he document of rights which he has iri. his possession from 

our grandfather Maximilian I. After his [Ma:dmilian's] death, the rightfl and 

privileges were further approved by our beloved brother [JJ'erdiriand I who was 

then ruler of. Alsace and Lorrain a.s well as being king of Hungary, and after 



wttrd. becrune Emperor of Germany] •••• " 

Many such statements which Charles V set :f.'orth in this document which he 

gave to Josel refer oonst.antly to the kindness of his grandfat,her, Maxirnilian 

to the Jew Josel. And like hif.J grandfather before him, finding ·the heart of 

the Jew faithful and steadfast, he agrees ·to give .Tosel the document of fr9"e .. 
50 

domcand protecUon. Charles further relates ·that Maximilian and all the 

nobility of Alsace were unstinting in their praise for all. the f'a.vors which. 

Josel did for ·(;ht? Emperor and :for the royal family. Spec1.fically, Charles t,ells 

use 

"Whenever we aaw him, he was constantly interceding diUgently and was 

the righteous truthful pleader for his brethren in t.he royal circles [or coun ... 

ciJ. chambers]. Despite hia intentness in seek:i.ng ·the good of his coreligion..i 

:tats, he at the same time was of great help to us at the time of our last war 

w:l.th France. He supplied our army wHh food and money a1:1d other necessities 
51 

of war.•••" From this we mur1t conclude t.hat the most important reason wh:J.ch 

brought about the relationship between Josel and Emperor Ma.ximilian was the 

support which he extended to the Emperor's army in Alsace when it was encamped 

against the Swi sa and the F'reneh. Yet to what ex·tent that friendship reached• 

what further concrete appearance it took we do not know but that some reb.tion ... 

sM.p, and not a.n ordinary one, did e:id.st is certain. 
52 

It is also clear that contrary to t.he opinion of some historians who 

a:ttdbuted to Josel great deeds particularly in. the fight against Pfeffe:rkor.n 

e.nd the pd.eEJts in their alignment against Heuchlin and the Talmud, there is 
53 

more t.ruth :i.n i;he opinions of more modern historians, such as KreJtauer and 
54 

P'eilehenfeldp who quest.ion thir~.. From all the incident.a of that quarrel 

there is no·thing to prove that ~Tosel was prominant in defence or that he was 
55 

outst.anding is his interven·Hon, or the:t he even took part in it. Iri his 



56 
"Memoirs" he sa.ysa 

"'l'here also arose enemies and adversaries among our people [Pfefferkorn 

and perhD.ps he also includes Margar:tta] ·to des+.roy the written law [it should 
'.b' 

l\iW<lf.fl!tl)\ 
read 'the oral law'], But God (blessed be He!) showed us ~iracle_o..ir m:l.raclee 

that, through the C!Jristian scholars Reuchlin. rind his frten.ds, the 'I'orah was 
t]¥p.A1.~.-.t·i-'){ 

save~<i•-,.A.nd the'~·· city of li'rankfort extended itself to the Umi t wit.h life and 
~--"'",.,,.. ,,,~,.,....,~""'""'•·,,,.., .. ..,,,,~· 

substance to underwrii:e the expense of i;his con.f'Uc1; and i;hey saved ua from 

the evil designs of Ham~Pfefferkorn]". 

, A more explicit ~d detailed account is found 5.n. hi.s 11 M1kneh 11 which is irl 

·e .. ma..nuscd.pt: 
J~ 

10. .• l·i\, 
"See what happened to this wicked man who is known as a.ttr.ef.,\?Y' butcher' 

(May h:l .. s nn.me be blotted out! )[This refers to Pfefferkorn who, whilc-l a Jew, wae 

a. but.cher],. He slandered both individuals and the Jewish comrnu:nHy; and then 

he quarreled wit.h some good men, slandering them to bring trouble upon e.ll rs .. 

rael, He wished to destroy the whole oral law and all +.he holy books. But God 

p<~rf.ormed miracles,. He sent a good man, ReuchHn, to overcome him in. diepu1;a.,. 

tion before the bishop (Uriel of Mainz) [provj.ng] tha·t it was not right to ban 

the Talmud and t.he holy books,, Our ~inemy was humiliated and the .rewa rejoiced"• 

Oth<>r factors, +.oo, show Joael 's 1.&o~:n0:~;:i~.£.;l~e,n.Qe !J;lilv:·t,his early period. 

In 1507 the Emperor Maximilian, weary of hearing the same pleas from th(~ in"' 

hab3:tanta of Obernal, granted them the desired pr:l.vilege of expelling -the 
' 58 

Jews and refusing them dwelling there even temporarily. 

J.5J.O he decreed 'that, having Hstenl~d to the councillors of that oity who 

thought it would aid them were the Jews expelled, the Jews might be driven 01.tt 
59 

ot Colmar and never again be readmitted. And again, Josel, himself, could 

not, escape slander and was himself arrested on a charge of ritual murder and 

57 
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our innocence was proven. For the decree was revoked as in error and dec1ar.·ed 
. --.. ,~ .. -····· ,. - . .. _ _,,,/"''··--·--

the truth that we were innocent. Praifled be God who ha.s not. forsaken His mer ... 

oles!" 

Y~t, beg:i.nning with the year 1515, we begln to see his definite work on 

behalf of the Jews of hh country, AlsaceQ It is then t.hat hie i.nteroeasory 
61 

work begins as we l'lote from his "Memoirs 11 : 

"In 1515 I was sent to the ;Lord, the JCmperor, with a complaint against· 
flf\., 62 

the c:tty of Enheim, ·the counts of. Andh.~ and the bishop [o:f.' St:ras~rg] be .. 

eause of their intention of expelling the Jews from Alsace~ And because of 
63 

tha:f; I had ·to go there two o:r three times • But the m'atter ended when a 
64 

great fear and ·!;rembling fell upon all the nations im the (?) for they were 

called to come and defend themselves agaimit the complaint wh:i.ch I brought 

againfjt the city of Enhebn .. The bishop and the counts of Andla.w made FJ. eomp:ro ... 

mi se wHh us but the city of Jfoheim ••• a.nd did not appear before the Emperor. 

on the date fixed for the tria.1 11 • 

An.d in the immediate followi.ng years the influence of Josel w:i.th ·f:he 

Emperor and the princes h discernible :l.n the toyal l~it.ters which we:re hsued 

to the Archbishop and Elec't.or of Mainz, Albert [for he held both ofnces] and 

i;o the barons and bishops who were il:'l hiH court, to warn them that they should 

not carry out thei:r dtisign of. exiling the Jews of that arEJa,. At the end of. 

this chapter some r;t.atesments O'f this letter will b~i used to show clearly that. 

these letters were writ.ten through the influence of the Jewish intercessor. This 
65 

letter waa written a second time, in DMembt1r 1516, but 13en1; to other nobleia. 

It if.: a royal d.ec:ree con·hain.ing privileges for all the Jewish communities :l.n 
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A1e.iac(~ and conta:i..ns warn:lngs for the burgomasters of the cit.las that they 

should instruct the i.nh~3.bHants n.ot to harm, oppress or threaten. i:h(3 Jews with 

expulsion. 
66 

The next Hem of Josel 's 11Memoirs" deals with the pedod immediately 

followin.g the reign of Maximilian I. In H are menHoned ·the terrible per"" 
67 

secution e.nd exUe from Regensburg in. 1519, the year in which the Emperor died., 

'fhe banishment from Regensburg and the destruction of the old community·, famed 

and praised from earl:ler. times, form a dark chapter j,n the hiBtory ·or the Jews 

1: in Germe.r1y at that time·. 'rhroughout the Middle Ages the Jews had l:tved in [il,:i 

comparative security in. Regensburg even during the period of pogroms and slaught ... 
I: 

ers which accompanied the Black Death. ~f.'he burgh<:irs of Regensburg repeatedly 
68 

jlll 

I~ 1: 

s-tood by the Jews and protected them from the attacks of the priests e.nd rulers. [!ii 
1:'1 
d'1I But. even. as early as the reign of Fred0r:i.ck III, the :father of Maximilian It :: 

the at.ti tude 6,f the burghers o.f' the.:t cHy had changed from friendship to en"' 

mity11 'lbose ten years in the per:i.od of 1475 ... J.4-85 were given over to outbreaks 

because of a renewal of the eharge of. ritual murder, reRwa.kened with the d.eath 

of. a 't,hree year old child, Simon of Trent, la.hr canonized by i;he Catholic 
69 

Church,, Not only were ·t.he Jewr; charged wi'th his death but the fanatical 

bishop of Regensburg acoused Rabbi Israel B'rona of having himself killed a 
,_,.,...,,,.,,,,,, ..... "" ... '"'·'· 

seven year old child 4 'rlrn outbreaks continued in REigensburg eevere.1 yE~ars un"" 

til the Em~>eror punished the oouncillora of that city• But the hatred con"' 

tin.ued increasing and al though the Emperor aided the ~fews several times, their 

• j position was becomi.ng worse,, 
/! 

Af'ter ·the death of. li'rederick IIl, the burghers t:i.gain made representa·Hons 

before his son Maximilian~ requesting that the-1 .Tews be expelled from their 

city. During hj_s Hfet:Lme their. vrish was not granted but during ·the intEir .. 



expelled, robbed of all its possessions a.nd sent on ships down ·the Danube. Rive:r 11• 

A small number of the Auerbach family established themselves 1.n the coud 0£ 

1;he Duke of Bavaria. At that time the burghers of Dangolsheim declded to expel 

the Jews who dwelt among them. Then, in the month of Ada:r, they expE:illed all 

the Jews from the village of Dangolsheim. 'rhen, too, ·their wicked neighbors 

heard about it and lea.rri.ed from them ·to do similarly11 But God counselled the 
,,~.... J , ., ,,, <.z 
/l{ , ! ~~r, . .-. ., -::··,.' .~' :~ 

hear·t of our maglstrate'f'e.nd th€! gov'tf:'n~t of Stz;~spourg to listen. tQ my plea 
.... --.___,, ..... -· 1'/1.Hlf.\<'J,./.41i:"/ q. f/\;{f,!,rvVft,'l"L) 

when I came before him. I went wlth the gov&rnor M t>ang'ol sheim to argu<~ with 

them unt:i.1 they retracted their evil thought_, and the arr:;ument of those j_ntor .. 

ested in public peace that "they [t.he Jews] have disturbE'ld th~l privileges atid 

peace of the province 11
• Thereupon they allowed the Jews to return. And after"" 

W!:titide the governol'.'.·Alame with sold:l.ers with a desire to punish them with the 
/, "'""''"""'"'"'""''"'''' 7 2 

· \f'('f[, ·~a~.~ ..... ?E_~-~~--vil_~.~-~:! ... .9.t.P~~l'l .. ~.~:~~elm ('l) ..... " Jt ?,ppe.a.:rad. a.aJ,,f.'_ all the Jews in. the 

N\~i:;~i'.Jr vicinHy of the Rhine were in danger. But mr.i.y God be blessed in that ;He did 

forge·t His mercy. 11 

Thus we can see, from ·t.he p~e-egdlng da.t.a, ·that Josel began to be lnte:r ... 

\ ested in the communal affairs in all the countrien and provinces of German.y. 
" le• . . 
' Especially during the last yea.rs of Emperor Maximilian was he very assidu(')US 

.\·~/(11{f;~. (-·~. 
,iii>'~·;;~,;~ ~n his intercE1ssory work, seeking not only the well bein.g of his brE~thren in 

{;,~:1¥1,., Alsace, the land of his birth, but interesting himself' wi"th the rest of the 

;!\{ .;}''~1$.,Jewish communities in other parts of Germany, along t.he Rhine and the upper 

'i, 

last two imperial decrees of the Emperor in behalf 
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district, as well as Josel 's activity at the time of the expulsion from }le ... 

geusburg, testify that even. then the posiHon of JoseJ. in the Emperor's 

court had been established. 

Wort.by of fur+.h~H' mention fs the impedal decnie which Maximilian sEJnt 

to Albert of' Mainz, which we ha.ve. alree.dy noted. At ·that time Albert o:r Bran.dE:n ... 

burg was chosen as the archbishop of Mainz, addin.g that religious authority to 

that of his civil pos:ttion as one of the electors who chose ·the emperor of 

Germany. When the priests and monks of southern Germany were scheming to ex .. 

communic11te the Scholastics, Heuchlin e.nd the Humanists, and ·bo expel ·the .rews 

from +.he old Gorman oi ties, thts archbhhop invited tho priests and lay loadars 

t.o a mE~et:i.ng in Mainz after which he went before the l~mperor and declarf3d tha:t 

all the classes of the German peopJ.e, dukes, b:tshops and others, were unanimous 

in their desire to o.xpel the Jews and refuse them permission to return ·ho 

dwell in the ki:ngd()ln a:t any time. Thua they wished to deprive the ,Jews or all 

righi;s. But while they were thus scheming, the leaders of ·~he Jewish commun"" 

i ties in southern Germany, sensing their danger, were arousl:'ld and sen·l; ,Josel ·ho 

the court of ·!;he J~mpe:ror. And t,hrough h:i.s inf.luenee with the Emperor, +.he ruler 

of Germany sent a fo1·eeful deeree to the elector arid to the dukes and. b:i.shops 

who were convened in Mainz not ·bo d:i.S"turb the equinimHy of thf' Jews who were 

dwelling in Germany by reason of ·the privileges v,·hich they had oMained :f'rom 

the emperors of the Holy Roman I~mpire :from time immemorial, adding that whoever 

ha.rms them would be regarded as if he damaged the property of the Emperor :t t"" 
73 

self,. 'l'hus their plarl to e:x:pel: the Jews wits frustrated., 

'J~he friendship and kindness which l~mperor Maximilian f3howed to .Tosel was 

maintained tmtil ·the f'ormerls death and macle thG intercessor's family and pr.., 

geny ±'reemen in Germany. By it thi:.)y were given permlasion ·t;o do but~1.ness :i.n 
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Germany, to dwell where the'y 1JVished, and to be exemp·t from all payment of 

duty i:n their ·traveling from place to place. 'rhis decree, ~s we have m0nHor1edt 

was affirmed and oarrted down for hie chUdre:n and grandchildren through 

Charles V and l~e rdi nand I. 

~rhe history of the int~lrcessor and his work after the death of. Maxin1ilia1:1; 

from ·the begj.nning of the reign of !Gmperor Charles V until :ltB end, is ootn ... 

prised of. many noble deeds in which he took a,ct.ive part in all the countries 

of Germany, It'rom that time, in J.520, the yaard of Charles~ coronation as emper ... 

or o t.' the Holy Roman gmpire, when Josel we.s about for·ty years old, until his 

death, h:i.s h:i.story is less con.iecture and more fact. 
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C:-iAPTKR THRhE 

Most important or the social movements or the sixteenth century ill the 

origin and development of the Proteitant Movement bringing with it, either 

&s cause or errect, the various religious rPformations, both in the mother 

church and in its rebellious ofrsprings, various wars, and the counter re• 

rormation. Early in the sixteenth century, a rew years before the ascen

sion of the new monarch, Charles v, Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theseeto 

the door of hie church in Yd ttenberg. Though underground murmerings had pre ... 

eeded it, and individuals such as Hus and Wycliffe had tried to reform ~he 

church from within, this was the first organized attempt at rerormation. Its 
1 

~orincinles need not be discus-ed. It interests us solely aR it had contact 

with Jewry and affected its status in the GermanieR during the first half or 

the sixteenth century. 

It is clear and indisputable that the Reformation movement was beneficial 

in its underlying spirit to the existence of the remnamt of Jewry in Germany 

and in the countries around it. The primary reaRon !or this is that the re-

rormers tried to put an end to the dictatorship of m::-m over man with regard 

to matters or belief And doctrines of faith. It cannot be denied, therefore, 

that the Reformation cleared the way for tolerance aR well as for the revalua-

tion of the world in the life of society and its functions. Nevertheles", it 

must be said that had the olan of Luther been eAtablished in all the nrin-

cipalities or Germany as well aA in the other countries of central Europe 

according to his thinking, not one remnant of Israel would have remained 
! 

there. Luther and Calvin were men strong in puroose, or perfect belie~ in 

their own ~ys, fanatical and zealous, insisting on their own point of view 

with cruelty born of exceARive enthusiaAm. They were stronger in belief than 

the cardinals, the bishops and even the Bpne himself. lluther's words and deeds 

'I· ',, 
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during the Peasants' War {1524-5' , of which v;e shall sneak later, Elhow how 

fa.r his cruelty could extend 'for the sa.ke or heaven'. Yet, to the contrary! 

the theological ~rguments and the division~ in the nrincip~lities oi Germany 

between the Catholics and the Prot•Rtants a.nd the wars wa.ged throughout the 

country provided i. reason for the survival of the Tews in their midst., Despite 

sorrow and deprivation, exile a.nd humiliation, they managed to survive. 

One or the most 9utstanding personalities during this time or turmoil 

a.nd one or the greatest opponen~Jto changes in the Catholic church as deRired 

by Luther wa.s the Emperor Charles V who reigned with vigor throughout the 

political stress and stra.in or the Reformation movement. The grandson of Max" 

imilian I, Emperor of Germany, and the son or the daughter of Ferdinand, king 

or SpAin, he was born in 1500 in Flanders. When he was sixteen yea.rs old he 

was ca.lled to the throne of ~oain, remained there two years, leaving for Ger.
· 4 

mAny to be coronated there after the death or his grandfather Maximilian. 

Though this emperor wa~ a ounctilious Catholic in his belier a.nd faith, 

he is not to numbered among the Obscurantists. When only fifteen yea.rs old, 

he had already rea.d and studied a great deal a.nd could fluently speak a.nd 
5 , 

write seven languages runong which were. Latin a.nd Greek. Yet aR King or Spain 

and Ita.ly he could not permit the Jews to remain and was therefore very a.said" 

uous in ,. .. ta.blishing court housea for the Inquisition in all the lands of his 
6 

realm. But he did not do this because he was a. ranatict since he reared the 

power of the priests, the bishops and the monkish societies he considered it 
7 

a matter of political expediency. Not so ?1as his procedure ?:hen he ascended 

the throne or Germany. This empire wa.R torn between hundreds or rulers who, 

though in affairs regarding the empire were loyal to the emperor, did aR they 
8 , 

s~w fit -ithin the boundaries or their ovrn principalities. Since the Jews were 

considered servants of the royalhbouee, it waA desireable for Charles V, who 

11 ., 
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was well versed in politics, to have the existP.nce of an entire group the 
; ! ,; 

life of whose members de9ended entirely upon his mercy and who looked to 

him for assistance and support. This wily emperor knew that the correspond• 

E!.!!Ce which esisted between the Jewish congregations in the various duchies 

and principalities of the empire could serve him well in many ways when it ;i; 

would be necessary for him to assert his power over the netty princes in 
9 

those troublesome timeso 

Whatever Charles V did in political matterA, his at,itude was almost 

entirely utilitarian and opportunistic. With specific intent he supported 

the Catholic priesthood and the Inquisition in preparing funeral nyreA for 

the Je\l!s and non-believers in. Spain, the Netherlands and the Italie.-. Because 

of the nrieets and especially because of Cardinal Ximenes he was compelled 

to ~ re#ect the embassies of the Marra.nos in Spa.in who were willing to 

give eight hundred thousand gold dinars to the royal treasury in return for 

the privilege or returning to their faith. Likewise because of the Church 

he expelled the Jews from southern Italy as well as from Tunis and Alglers 
10 

which were at that time conquered by the Spanish. And with the same nlan-

ning and purposiveness he appeared as though he were inclined kindly toward 

the Jews when he refused to fulfill the re quest or some of the nobles and 
11 

priests of Germany who insisted that he exo~l the Jews. He even gave ... 

privileges to the Jews in response to the efforts of Josel and also showed 

himself to the.intercessor as a friend. We have already said and seen that 

Charles was sincere in his belief in Catholic Christianity. Yet though th_is 

loyalty to the Catholic church was great, he was a wise monarch seeking the 

good or all and in general not a blind fanatic. When he saw good reason a~~ 

a need he could oppose- even the father or the faith and battle against him. 

The second year after his coronation, Charles gave the rule over Austria 



to his younger brother Ferdinand by an agreement reached in 1521 in Worms. 

Ferdinand was already ruler in Flanders and Alsace and knew and recognized. 
12 

Josel. The contacts or the intercessor with Ferdinand will be dealt with 

in a later chapter. 

Such wae the character of the emperor with whom Josel interceded the 

greater part or his li!e and the nature of whose work vlill now be continued. 

In this investigation, Josel's activities !all into three groups. Thr~ugh~ 

out his life he worked to secure privileges and new rights !or his brethren, 

or to re•tore and affirm the old ones. Added to this, he strove diligently 

to be enrrapport with the leaders of the burghers and councils or every 

city, to influenee the noli+ical leaners during th11 turmoil and unheaval or 
the Reformation. But, greater thaa theAe endeavorR was his very commendable 

,, . 13 

work o! reconRtructiruz from within. Rabbi and judge or his own connnunity, 

ordained as a rabbi and teacher among the rabbis o! Germany, a• we ~hall see 

further on, he wa~ renowned as a nious man. His ability ~nd his influence 

over his people made them hearken to him. He ,.·ae continually meticulous 

about the moral and upright conduct or the Jews in Germany lest there be 

villi!ication among them or they become oppressors or the natives ~nd thus 

bring trouble upon the community in general. 

Reverting to Josel' s "Memoirstt, we reads 
15 

14 

"In 1520 our lord, the Emperor Charles V began to reign. I came be!~re 
16 -

him and his council to seek our rightA. I and the man who was with m11 se• 

eured privileges generally !or all o! Germany. Nevertheless, in that year 
1 '·-- ' '. 

the people o! Rosheim and KJ~se'Q}>+rg issued decrees ex,elling thP Jews from 

their lands. Even though, with the assistance of God, I waR able to influence 
~' 

the emperor so that the expulRion from KaJsersbilrg was nullified completely, 

the exnulsion from Rosheim waA not nullified. By continuous vigorousr activ-



ity and erfort, we delayed it time after time, until to-day we do not know 

what v1ill happen. We can only rely on our Father in heaven. He will rescue 

and save us from those who rise up against us." 

~his ema.11 item contains within it a very important chapter in the his-

tory or the Jews of Germany. Tradition ha11 woven a story about the occurrence 1'i 

in V'hi eh facts and fiction may well be confuserl. 
17 

When the Emperor Maximilian died, so the story goes, the seven 

electors assembled at Frankfort on the Main to choose Charle~, the grandson 

or the deceased monarch emperor of Germany. Thus, on June 2R, 1519, Charles 

I or Spain, nineteen years old, became Charlea V, Holy Rom,.n Emperor, and 

thereby .became ruler not only of. most of Europe, Spain, Flanders, Germany 

and the majority of the provinces of Italy, but also of all those new lands 

which had been recently discovered in North and Sotrth America. 

A deep gloom feel 'pon the German Jews when they learnt of the elect• 

ion of Charles. Still, though he was King of Spain, had supported the Church 

and, under the influence of Cardinal. Ximenes, had rejected the offer or 

eight hundred thousand gold dinars promised him by the Marranos ir he would 

~ermit them to return and reassume their former religion, he was a native or 
Ghent. But the Jews were apprehensive and anticipated troublesome days for 

themselves. In addition, a report w~s also rumoured that the Dominican.~o~~s 

of Cologne were sending representatives to Madrid, the capital of Spain, to 

nlead with the King to do in Germany what his forefather, Ferdinand, ha~ 

cjone in Spain, to expel the Jews without delay rrom his entire kingdom. 

The southern German Je~'S now looked to Josel and the rabbis and lay• 

leaders, then assembled in Frankfort, unanimously requested him to hasten to 

Spain and to influence him in behalf of the Jews. ~isregarding the rumor 



about the monks, the German Jews were in a very dangerous condition. The 

burghers of Regensburg utilized this interregnum to expel the Jews, aR we 

have already related. The danger was imminent that the burghers of other Ger• I . 

man cities would follow suit, utilizing the period 1Ahen there was no emperor 

in Germq_ny to do as they pleased and thinking that that which would have beea 

accomplished would become a fait accompli and that the new emperor would not 

permit the refugees to return to their old homes. 

The story continues that after the expulsion from Regensburg, the l•y 

leaders and rabbis or German Jewry decided to send Josel and Rabbi MoseA 
18 

Cohen or Frankfort to Madrid. Since any Jew would be punished by death were 
19 

he round in Spain, these two representatiVPA disguised themselves as 

knight" and, due to their observance or ritual law, underwent great priva• 

tion. Armed with letters of recommendation from some German nobles, th~y 

arrived in Madrid during the spring. Pesach was approaching and, knowing that 

M..'lrranos were then common in mq_ny cities or Sp1dn, they went down to the 

market to see if anyone would com~ to buy those vegetables usually used for 

the Seder. Here they met a knight whom they recognized as a Marrano. ~e 

to9k them to his home, invited them to celebrate the Passover with hi• and 
20 

WUbseQuently introduced them to King Charles. But the day before this 

happened, the Dominican monks of Colo«ne had presented their plea to the 
21 

King to interdict the Jews and heretics or Germany. But King Charles was 

by nature deliberate and despite his sincere attachment to the Church would 

not grant them their wish until he had first investigated conditions w~tbin 

his new domain. He therefore promised them an answer within a few days. 

On the following day, Josel presented himself before the Kin~ and after 

some general conversa:h.ion gave him the letter which he had received from 

Charles• grandfather, Maximilian, in which Josel was introduced as "Pa.rnas 

and Uanhig" or all the Jews in Germany and recommended as a wise and faith-
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ful man and also requested that Charles sustain and honor him so that he 
2'> 

might continue as the protector of the Jews in Germany. 

The lPgend then continues that Josel found favor be!ore King Charles, 

that the Dominic~n monks returned shamefaced for the king had told them that 

he wished first to visit Germany and to observe things for himself after 

which, if he thought it justifiable to expel the Jews, he would grant their 

petition. According to legend, however, Josel obtained no assurance other 

than the renewal of the time honored privileges. When he brought back this 

letter or ai:;surance to those who had sent him, great was the rejoicing of the 

German Jews. 

In this story we see truth and fiction inten:oven. That pa.rt of the 

legend. v:hich reh.tes to the letter of the deceased emperor which Josel brough~ 
·23 

to Charles is corroborated by actual occurrences which happened later. The 

following thing alone would prove it. Charles V had, in mof;t likelihood,L'd 

not seen a Jev• before then and all that he had heard from his teachers, the 

priests and servants in the home of Isabella and Ferdinand concerning the 

Jews must have had the effect of convincing him that the Jews weI'f'! veritable 

devils. Yet, no sooner had he reached the throne than a Jew, a rabbi, an 

intercessor, w111.R confirmed betore him who succeeded in securing from him 
?4 

assurances for the Ger:nt~n Jews. Furthermore, the evidence is strengthened 

by the fact that this youthfully crowned king kept his promises or kindness 

to the Jews during his entire reign 'ind frequently spoke in their behal.t 

to his brother Ferdinand. From this alone we learn that the statements •ltJ 

be considered authentic and that the assumption is perhaps true that the 

influence of the graadfather of the Emperor heloed Josel since Charles must 

have known that this Jew had obtained favors from his grandfather Maximilian 

who had even given him a letter before he died for his grandson ~ho, he 



25 
hoped, would rule after him. 

Nevertheless, despite the success of the intercessor 'l:ith the priv-
26 

ileges 111hich he mentions in his "Memoirs", he did not obtain all that he 

wishetl. These privileges from the Emperor for "all of Germa.ny" were in 

rea.li ty only established a.ft er a la.pse of ten years from the time \Iii th 

which we are now dealing. For the present, the privilegef. were not received 

by Josel, the Jewish intercessor, but by the Jew haters in the German cit

ies with permission a.nd a.uthority to expel the Jews and to rob thern or life 

and property. Amongst these cities wa.s Obernai, near Rosheim. 

Obernai, since 1507, when it had received permission to expel the Je"s, 

h'ld tried to obt.'lin the privilege or re fusing the Jewe passage through it. 
27 

In 1516 it had tried to obtain that from Maximilian I but it was denied thea. 

by the Emperor .,·ho contented himself simply with ratifying their old priv-

ileges of 1507, a.nd, at the same time, gave the Jews privileges warning the 
30 

cities or Alsace not to expel them from where they were living. The city 

could not resolve itself to this blow and in 1520 made a new attempt, this 

time be fore Charles V in Worms, but the Emperor kept within bounds bt renew

ing, on September 16, the privileges which had been granted to this city by 
31 

his grandfather. Thus Schuster, the burgomaster of Obernai, to-gether 

with the burgomastere of Rosheim and Ka:i:sersberg, received permission to 
32 33 

expel the Jews. And at about the same time (in 1521) at the Diet or 

Worms, he confirmed and reiterated the privileges ~hich Maximilian had gra.nted 
34 

the Jews in 1516. 

In spite of the refued of the F..mperor to grant their request, it appeare 

that the city of Obernai prohibited freedom of passage to the Jp,we. Thoee 

or Rosheim, the ml'l.jority of whom had come from Obernai, besought it, in va.in, 

1 ! 



35 
not to consider them as aliens. This, with the preceding danger, made the 

Jews apprehensive and they empowered Josel to go before the Archduke Ferdin~ 

E'.nd, appointed by Charleti1 V ruler over the hereditary Hapsburg lands (of' 

whieh Alsace was a part) to complain about conditions. The Archduke nulli· 

fied the deeree or expulsion and decried the wicked things which the inhab• 

itants of Rosheim and Kaisersberg had considered doing. Yet, even here, the 

success or the intercessor was not complete for the decrees of expulsion were 

not abrog~ted but only indefinitely postponed. As the intercessor himself 

said, "By continuous vigorous activity and effort, we delayed it time after 

time". And he therefore completes he thought pessimistically, placing no hope 

in princes, !or "We can only rely on our Father in Heaven". 

From all this, then, it can be decided that Josel obtained concessions 

"over all Germany" for this point is verified by a royal document that was 
36 

promulgated later in 1530, although all these concessions were not carried 

out. 

Yet the city of Obernai was not satisfied, nor were the Jews, !or Josel 
37 

tells us1 

"In 1522 we had to go to Nuremberg by order of R. Nezs.lel (?).Because 

of this I CaJDe to protest against the city of Enheim because or that Vihich 

they had done to us in the city and in the country around it. I succeeded 

in having the Abbot or Weissenburg appointed as commissioner to hear our pro• 

tests, complaints and answers,and then to send these protest1 to the Parlia• 

ment. Because or this, rear fell upon them [the burghers of ~nheim] and they 

signed an agreemPnt with the con111isiieaer to open the gates and to conduct 

themselves peaceablJ with us according to the character or the letters v1hich 
38 

were signed between us". 
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not to consider them as aliens. This, with the preceding danger, made the 

Jews apprehensive and they empowered Josel to go before the Archduke Ferdin~ 

and, appointed by Charle~ V ruler over the hereditary Hapsburg lands (of 

whieh Alsace was a part) to complain about conditions. The Archduke nulli· 

fied the decree or expulsion and decried the wicked things which the inhab• 

itants or Rosheim and Kaisersberg had considered doing. Yet, even here, the 

success or the intercessor was not complete for the decrees of expulsion were 

not abrog~ted but only indefinitely postponed. As the intercessor himself 

said, "By continuous vigorous activity and effort, we delayed it time after 

time". And he therefore completes he thought pessimistically, placing no hope 

in princes, for "We can only rely on our Father in Heaven". 

From all this, then, it can be decided that Jose.l obtained concessions 

"over dl Germany" for this point is verified by a royal document that was 
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promulgated later in 1530, although all these concessions were not carried 

out. 

Yet the city of Obernai was not satisfied, nor were the Jews, for Josel 
37 

tells uss 

"In 1522 we had to go to Nuremberg by order of R. Nezalel (?).Because 

of this I crune to protest against the city of Enheim because or that which 

they had done to us in the city and in the country around it. I succeeded 

in having the Abbot or Weissenburg appointed as commissioner to hear our pro• 

tests, complaints and answers,and then to send these protests to the Parlia• 

ment. Because of this, rear fell upon them [the burghers of ~nheim] and they 

signed an· agreemPnt with the cor1111isaieaer to open the gates and to conduct 

themselves peaceablf with us according to the character of the letters 'l'1hich 
38 

were signed between us". 



Thus, in 1522, at the Diet of Nuremberg,wld1the~ Josel had gone, Chat"les V 

appointed a commission to examine the question. Josel sent a compl~irr-to that 

commission under the title "Complaint of the Jewry of the prefecture or 

Haguenau against the governor and the council of Obernai, to the Imperial 

Commission Ythieh has been recently appointed at Nuremberg by order of the 
39 

Emperor"• Josel explains in it how the authorities of Obernai had obtained 

the edict or 1507, how, at that time, the magistrates or that city had been 

permitted to refuse their own fellow citizens passage through the city, despite 

the orders of the Emperor and the bailiff, how, at great sacrifice, he, Josel, 

leader or the Jews, had been sent to Maximilian at three different times, and 

how, finally, the Jews had demanded justice at the Diet of Worms and~.• eommiss• 

ion had been very l'tiently appointed by an imperial decree to examine ~heir 

grievances. He concluded by demanding the complete rehabilitation of the Jews 
40 

or Oberns.i and the annulment or the prejudicial privileges. 

The report of the commission was favorable to the Jews and Charles V 

appointed Ruediger, abbot of Weissenburg, to hear the two parties and to put 

them in accord. Ruediger called the meeting for April 26, 1524 in Steinfels 

.and appointed Gaspard of Morimont arbitrator. The latter finally succeeded 

in having the authorities of the city accept a compromise whereby the Jews 

could enter the city only on certain days, would be restricted in ma.king 
41 

lol'!.ns, 'ind v1ere forced to waar a badgfl and pay a tax. 

For the Jews in Iaower Alsace, things were quiet for a while. But their 

peace was soon disturbed by a great storm 'l'rhich was brewing in Germany and 

which was to Atir up the entire land. The entire kingdom was to fall into 

turmoil due to the confusion and revolutions which went on in the various 

etratk of eoeiety bec~uee of the Peasants' War. In the J'lli.dst of this up-
1 



he~v&l we see the Jews anticipating troublesome days, death and destruction 

as those o! the Crusades. 
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and manors rather than in the large cities for in the cities they were con• 

stantly open to oppression, persecution, and suffering because or the 

hatred of the burghers and priests. With all the laxity in society and pol• 

itics during the Middle Ages, there was, nevertheles8, not nearly as much 

evil in times o! peace as in times o! turmoil, when the civil rule was en-

tirely powerless and the land filled with civil war and irresponsibility. 

The danger which threatened the Jews o! southern Germany was great for the 

threat seemed imminent that the troublesome days of the Crusades or 1096 
5 

and 1171 were about to reoccur !or them. 

Early in 1525 the peasants o! Alsace organized into a band o! about 

!ifteen hundred men and encamped in the Abbey of Altdorr about a half·mile 
6 

from Rosheim where Josel dwelt. Stark terror fell upon the inhabitants or 

that town ~nd its environs for the cruelty of the peasants was already known. 

With insane frenzy, with axtreme cruelty they tortured whoever fell tnto 

their clutches, priests, knights and burghers. Nor did they discriminate 

between Jew and Christian. During this time or trouble and fear, Josei, the 

Jewish intercessor, had the courage to penetrate to the camp of the revolt• 
7 

ing pea.sants. He negotiated with the rebel leaders and they informed him 

of their intention to eapture the city on the next day. He then returne~ 

and awakened two or the leading burghe:se and informed them of the danger 

which was threatening their city. One was so thoroughly frightened and fear

ful that he refused to get up !rom his bed. The other ~aid he would not go 

to the rebel camp unless Josel would accompany him. In the meantime, the 

gates of the city were closed and for a brief spell the burghers were re· 

lieved o! the threat from the rebels. In a short while, however, the peas• 

~nt army was numerically increased and they decided to attack the city. It 



was at that time that Josel, alone, saved the city through his wisdom for 

he returned to the Abbey and by his cleverness persuaded the leaders of the 

army and their "prophets" to delay. Some hhtorians add that he even con-
8 

vinced Thomas lluenzer, the chief a~tator of the peasants. Some also in-

elude that thE're Josel met Dietrich of Kestenholz who, fourteen years be-

fore,had eaused considerable trouble for the community of lUttelberg, Al-
10 

sace, and also for Josel, through ~ charge of ritual mm·der. Subsequent-

ly he recanted and admitted that the Jews were innocent. Then Josel helped 

him escape to Switzerland to escape punishment and in time he became one of 

the leaders of the peasant army. This man recognized his s~vior and spoke in 
11 

his behalf to the peasant leader. And it was then decided that in return 

for eighty gold dinars the peasants agreed to withdraw from Rosheim and pro-

mised not to return until the other cities of the Empire would first have 
12 

joined with them in revolt against the priests and the rulers. l'he Christ-

ian burghers of Rosheim then admitted that the Jew had saved the city by his 

wildom and the burgomaster assured Josel with the words, "You and your 

descendants will t!njoy the fruit of the good deed ycu have done for us, in 
13 

that you saved us from impending danger." Nevertheless, the burghers of 

Rosheim did not fulfill their promise and instead of treating Josel and hie 

fellow Jews as they h1d sworn to do, they harmed them as we will have oc• 

casion to learn further on. 

Yet Josel did succeed in saving his coreligionists from death and 

annihilation. The leaders o! the peasant army recognized now that the Jews 

'\':ere not to be blamed for the trouble and oppression which the peasants en• 

dured, for, like them, and even more than they, the Jews had to bear rearR 

ful persecutions. In a few communities th€ peasants had attacked the Jews. 



But, through the influence of Josel, an order was issued by the leaders or 

the peasant army and by its generals, Hans von Matin, Erasmus Gerber and 

others, to give the Jev.'s passports of safe-conduct, and lett*"rs were sent 
14 

to all the leaders of the army everywhere not to attack the Jews. 
15 

Josel tells this story in his "Memotrs" 1 

"In 1525 there was great confusion in many villages all over Germany 

where many bands had gathered and many individuals has assumed leadership 

and intended to swallow us alive. The attack had even begun in some areas 

but, by the mercy of God, I came to them in the Abbey, called Altdorr, and 

there I persuaded them and the leaders of their army to proclaim immunity 

to the Jews. Many proclr-unations were also itrnued to all the cities and 

provinces. And even though they later changed their minds and broke their 

•rord, nevertheless, by virtue of thie prodamation, they succeeded in giv .. 

ing the Jews time in which to catch their breath until the time when they 

(the peasants) were defeated by the Duke of Lorrain who killed many or them. 

In other provinces thousands and tens of thousands of pea,sants '"ere killed. 

Praised be God vrho saved us from their hands and from their wicked designs. 

Th1ls may he oo ntinue to save us. A.men". 

All the r-~cts in the statement of Josel a.re corroborated and verified 

in the general histories dealing with this period. The revolting peasants 

wreaked their vengeancA on the Church and the nobility. But with an even 
. 

greatP-r cruelty did these peers of the realm ret~diate. Most or the peasants 

were put to death by torture. Those that remained were punished severely; 

they blinded them, cut out their tongues, severed their limbs and broke their 

bonASe And to murder 9_nd torture was added pillage. All the important leaders 

of the realm, prieste, knj,e;hts, CR.tholic princes a.nd Protestant dukes robbed 



and pillaged without restraint. Luther and Melan~hon, the two pillars of 

the Reformation, were the ring-leaders, urging the nobility to vent their 
16 

wrath upon the peasants. They called this war "The Warfare of I~rael against 

the Amalekites" and with circular letters which they issued they urged the 

dukes and t.he nobility to let none of the rebels escape. The whole country or 

southern GermA.ny beci:une a cemetery; riot and destruction were everywhere 

within it. 

The Jew haters in Alsace t.hen found an excuse to renew accusations 

ag~nst the Jews who dwelt in the small villages. Alsace was then considered, 

as we h3.Vt> 8.lready said, the property of the Austrirrn Hapsburgs. Emperor 

Chr>.rles V, who was then fifhting in Italy first age.inst Francis I of France 

and then against Pope Clement VII, left the government of the German Empite 

in t.he hands of the seven electors. Austria, to-gether with Alsace, he left 
17 

to his younger brother Fettdinand who was still an archduke. Thus Ferdinand 

ruled over Alsace and many other provinces of southern Germany. But he, too, 

did not live in the lands over which he ruled for he travelled most of the 

time in Austria. v,·hence he sent orders to the tilpt9sand leaders or south-

ern Germ13.ny to take severe measures f\gainst the rebelling pea.s!'tnts. By nature 

he was easy going q_nd pleasant and kind to his subjects. But v ith'll he waw 

the grandson of Ferdin~nd of Spain; hie education and upbringing took place 

on Spanish soil and as a result he was a fanatic Catholic, very scrupulous 
. 

in matters of religion and revengeful to those who dared rebel against fhe 
18 

rule or Church and state. 

Most cruel among the nobles of that period was Frederick von Preehter 

Rosen or Hochfeld in Lower AlsacJ'! With an accueation and a request he pre-

sented himself before Archduke Fredinand. Economic conditions prompted his 
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charge. Immediately after the rebellion of the peasants, southern Germany 

became desolate. All business and industry was at ~ standdill. The nobility 

required a great deal of money for the rehabilitation and strengthening of 

their position. The loot· which they had taken from t.he peasants was hardly 

sufficient to s.<i.t.isfy their wants for what they needed then was ready cash 

and th'-1.t could only be obtained from the Jews. Thf' German acibles succeeded 

in making loans, but, due to the precarious internal situl'!.tion, at high rates 

or interest. With the coming of peace, they protested strongly against the 

usurious Jews and, with Frederick von Prechter Rosen of Hochfeld as their 

spokesman, e.ccused them of having aided the rebellious pM.sants. 

These calumnious charges succeed~d..~ in arousing the anger of Archduke 

Ferdinand against the Jev:s against which the effort.s of Johann Hoffman, the 

roya.l treasu11er, as Josel calls him, were of no avail. Pre chter returned 

to Alsace bringing with him a royal decree, signed and sealed by Archduke 

Ferdinand, expelling all the Jews from Alsace in November 1527. This ?'lewe, 

of course, struck terror in the hearts of the Jewe of that country. Josel 

tturried to Haguenau, the metropolis of Lo~er Alsace, and presented his pro• 

test to the governor or the province for having published this decree to ' 

which th~ Emperor had not personally affixed his seal, arguing that there

fore it !id not have the authority of a royal decree. He could not reach 

Charles for the Emperor was in Spain and the month of November, the period 

set for the expulsion, was rapidly approaching. Henee, he set forth to inter• 

c~pt the Archduke, wherever he might be. The roads were then considered per• 

ilous because many of the peasants, who had been thoroughly scattered after 

their defeat, h11d returned and formed bands of brigands and highwaymen. On 

thr 'f'ay an 11ccident befell him for the horse upon which he rode fell dead 



"l.nd he l•as forced to continue afoot with his heavy baggage bundled on his 

shoulder. Travellin6 from city to city, never stopping to spend a night at 
20 

any house, after many untoward circumstances he came to the city of Bruck 
21 

in Steiermarck where Ferdinand was holding court. 
22 

In this legend of the reception of Josel by the Archduke and the co~-

versation which took place between them, truth ::i.nd fiction Rre bewilderingly 

interwoven. But thAse facts are certain1 Josel succeeded in convincing the 

Archduke that the Jews were not in alliance with the revolting peasants for 

although they h:id bought sacred objects and precious vessels, which the 

peasants found while plundering the churches and the palaces, they hA.d been 

forced to do so for had;,rthey refused the peasants ~:ould have murdered them. 

Thus, this time, too, the intercessor succeeded in nullifying the decree 

of expulsion. The Archduke wrote and sealed a legal document affirming the 

privileges which had been granted the Jews of Alsace by preceeding Emperors, 

~nd nullified the decree of expulsion. But, when Josel returned to hie 

country, the nobles of Lower Alsace refused to carry out the ordPr of the 

Archduke. They intended to expel the Jews and thus rebel against the ruler's 

order as Regensburg and Colmar h~d done. But that plan came to nought for, 

as Josel describes it, God punished the lords of HRguenau. Some of them died 

and the rest of them learned a lesson from it and no longer continued to 

disturb the tran~uillity of the Jews. 
23 

Josel recot-ds this occurrence in his "Memoirs"s 

"In 1528 the rulers of H:i.guenau went to King Ferdinand I to bring 

charges and to urge him to expel us from their settlements, from among the 

inhabitants of the Reich, from all the villages and cities in their area. 

-- ~ 

They forced the chief of the treasury Hoffman 3.gainst his will and they issued 

j !1 
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royal letters whieh are called ordin~nces. Then all the Jews of Alsace imo-

(portuned me to go as their leader as aforetime. I consented. \A bad accident 

1 
which happened to my horse on the way prevented me from ridirl,g to the king's 
r 

' f '·-court, wherever thiit was to be found. I felt sure that with a_ little exertion, 
"--------- .. 

~ .. · prayer and mercy my efforts would be successful. I round it necessary to 
24 I ,J;o '\ ·.: •.. 1 ,follow him to Bruck. There I'l9nt into the King's eourt ~nd with the help 

\i 
of Heaven I found favor in his eyes for he withdrew the fin-st letters and 

,( Jgave me other letters strengthening the position or the Jew as of old accord ... 

~ng to the form of our privileges. 
1 J ·1~ 

''Although the Jews had given me permission to spend three hundred gulden 

for this, I spend only forty gulden for the round trip. But the intriguers 

decided to stip things up again and to spoil everything. But God sent His 

messengers of confusion and he slew tblllm of them so that three or the in-

stigators died of a sudden plague and the fourth was arrested and taken from 

Hochfelden by his enemies and they led him to his death. And the land has 

been tranquil to this day. Blessed be God who wreaks vengeance on our en• 

emies, who laved us from their hands and from the evil plot which they had 

connived against u~". 

Incidentally, this is thP first and only time that we find the inter-

cessor mentioning moneti:try m<i.tters. The sum which all the Jews collected 

for him to pay for his services and the amount which he expended proves 

that he derived no profit from the community for a long journey such as he 

had taken, from Alsace to Steiermarck, and in a time of war and turmoil, 

he 1atUes th3.t he spent but forty gulden. 

In 1529 we find the intercE ssor occupied in attempting to save the 

lives of Jews outside the borders of Germ~.ny ~nd he vrrote his "Document of 



25 
Defense" to prove the falseness of the blood libel charge. 

On May 21, 1529 (the thirteenth of Sivan) in Boeing, Hungary, thirty• 
26 

six Jews vrFre q_rrested on a blood libel chri.rge. The accuser '·l!aS a Christ• 

ian woman who had lain on her child and smothered him. Only ten names of 

those martyred are known 
' and th~y were m€n. It appears th"l.t the remaining 

twenty.six were women ~nd children over the age of ten. The younger children 
27 

were sent to monasteries and there were brou~ht up as Catholics. 

T~is dreadful event, occurring in the Hapsburg possessions, stirred the 

rabbis to ask the intercesEor to go on their behalf to both Emperor Charles 

and to his vice-roy in Germany, Moravia, Hungary and Bohemia, Archduke Ferdin• 

and. The n.bbis then convened in Guenzburg, Bav9.ria, <i.nd t"iere Josel pre• 

pa.red his "Document of DefPnse". Thf'y were considering various matters when 

the bad tidings cmne that th'3.t thirty-six souls had ·llready been martyr!>d 

- ti.nd th<i.t the children had been baptized. "The Document of Dflfense" 'l're.s there-

upon Mnt to the Emperor nnd to the Archduke. The result was that those 

prisoners who remained, and they v1ere "all the Jevrs of Moravia", were released 
28 

as Josel h?.s recorded in his "Memoirs" 1 

"In 1529 thirty-six Jews of Boeing, men, women, youths and girls, God .. 

rearing people, were arrested on the charge of 'l lieing scamp. They v·ere 
29 

burnt on the thirteenth of Sivan, 1529. Bec~use of this cha.rgA, all the 
30 

Jews of Moravia were arrAsted. At the request of our rabbis and l 1 I 

found it neeAssary to take 3-ll the old privilAges from the ~pesdd .. ~he, ,{ .. 
'"7' ' ~I 'i: ' '),\ ;. J. .. rJ·'' ·'· I, fl-, • 

Pmperors to the city of Guenzburg. There I clearly t.ranslated_Athe ivrords of 

defense into "' doeume~t and I sent it to the Emperor and to his s rvants -and thus proved our innocence. And they said to the prisoners, " 

vii th the help of God permission to lf'ave was grantAd to tD.oee w rernain~d • 

. _( 
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tl~icat . .ed:us becausA of the merit of thol!le saints of Heaven who 
31 

had r;iven their lives for the sanctification of God's M.me." 

From the words of JoRel, " ••• and proved our innocence. And they said 

to the prisoners, "Go"." it api;e ars that because of the "Document of Defense" 

the Emperor and the Archduke were convinced that the Jev's were innocent of 

the blood libel charge. Unfortunately, th!'l.t document, with the V!ealth or 
32 

information it must h~ve contained, has been lost. 

Meanwhilt 1530 was drawing near. That was a Y"'ar in which the inter .. 

cessor was to do good work for his people within and without. From then 

until his death his labors were to have more significant and more important 

results. 
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CHAPi'ER FI VE 

Again Jewry was caught in the maelstrom of events. The year 1530 was a 

year of great tribulation and of l':eighty conseauences to the nations of Eur ... 

ope in general and to the German countries in pRrticular. About seven years 

ha.d passed since the time of the great Protestant schism in Christianity, 

formed of the many interpretations of Luther, Calvin, Zwingli and their ad• 
1 

herents. The breach widened with the passage of time. Emperor Charles V, 

despite his personal courage and strength, could not devote all his energies 

to the work1 of renairing the breach and of restoring Catholic Christianity 

for throughout this neriod he was engaged in warfare with Francis I, Pone 
2 

Clement VII and the rulers of Italy. Because of this preoccupation he all 

but ignored the people and the land over which he had been elected emperor. 

In the year that the Emperor returned to Germany, he called an assembly .. 
of the dukes and nobles of the hundreds of principalities in Germany which 

was to meet in Augsburg in order to 'ind ways and means or promoting political . 
·3 

and religious peace so that the empire might not be irrevocably disunited. 

Catholic and Protestant leaders, political and religious, thus convened at 

Augsburg in the spring of 15::\n. Luther and his disciples came in the retinue 

or the Duke of Saxony. Every political leader ea.me with a large entourage com

posed or soldiers, scholars and advisers. And to this diet the Jewish inter

cessor, Josel, aJ..so came for he realized that when the lay and ecclesiastical 

rulers of Germany would assemble that they would diseus.i the Jews and that 
4 

many of them opposed to Jewry would wish to expel it from Germany. 

At that tirne,also, Turkey had reached the zenith of her power. The Sul" 

tan Suleiman conquered Hungary and with his numf'rous R.rmy approached the 

walls of Vienna. But this, too, .,,as to affect the Jews. The Christians rE>alized 

\. 



that they had grossly mistreated the Jews and they also saw tha.t Turkey 

had received, unquestioningly, the Jewish refugees who fled from every coun~ 

try a.nd had given them permission to settle within her kingdom. The 6atholies 

and Protestants, knov'ing this, disseminated calumnies among the masses and 

the soldiers of the Imperial army saying "The Jews, in a treacherous manner• 

have given comfort and aid to the enemies of the Christian people1~ the 

Mohammedans, so as to hand over to them the Christian rulers and their sub-
5 

jects". The Catholic and Protestant preachers assured their congregations 

that the Emperor was not kindly disposed to t.he Jews and intended to expel 

them. And they proved this by the negotiations which Charles V had vdth Pope 

Clement VII who aaked him to totlow in the footsteps of his grandfather Ferdin• 

'-'·~rJ and give him permission to establish Inquisition courts in t.he Empire and 

thu~ puniRh those who had been forced to accent Catholicism but secretly 

practiced Judaism. Thus the idea ca.me to the mindR or the Jew hater~, both 

Protestant and Cathelic, to take ~dvant•ge of thP. Diet of Augsburg and to 

secure an edict from the Emneror expelling the Jews from the entire Holy 

Roman Empire. And they gave as their re•son A fact and a deducti•an!rom t"at 

fact, that JewR hate the Christian powers under whom they live and ma.k• 

secret negotiations with the Turkish ruler who hone.l to de~troy R.11 or Christ .. 
6 

ian Eurone. 

,.,...e~ Joe~l h~d ~rrived in Inn~bruck, where the Emperor and Archduke 

Ferdinand were then holdin~ court, he realized more fullv the extent of the 

plans of Jew haters. He therefore strove to counteract their nlots and tn 

upset their machinationR. In IDB~bruck, Josel, personally, pleaded againwt 

the new accusation. 
7 8 

His argument was accepted in good faith. About this 
9 

evAnt Josel wrote in his ''Memoirs": 



"In 1530 a great and persistent rumor went through all the countries 

th"t some of the Jev:s were carrying on treacherouR negotiations with the 

!urks. These calumnies reached Charles V and Kin~ Ferdinand and they issued 

edicts ~g~iaet this, prohibiting UR Antrance to many lands. With the eonsent 

of the communities I prepared and arranged a letter of pleading. With the 

help of God, in Innsbruck, before Charles and Ferdinand, "Joseph found favor" 

for my petition was favorably accepted and all our privileges were re• 
in 

a.ffirmed." • 

But another accusation which the nobles and priests of Germany levelled 

against the Jews disturbed the intercessor more. That was the chargR of 

usury which was partly true. It is well known that the Jews in Germany at 

that time had almost no occupation other than usury open to them. Although 

the Catholic church definitely forbade usury (n~twithstanding which this 
11 

injunction was not strictly obeyed ), the people found many excuses for 

turning their money over to the Jews for investment at high rates of intera 

est. On the other ha11d, the German Jew,. had no other means of :.earning a 

livelihood other than de,.ling in second hand clothes, precious stones and 
l?. 

lending money on interest. or Jewish craftsmen there were none except 

tailors and cobblers who did vr:ork for their fellow Jews. This condition wae 

zealouslv watched by the Christian craft ~uilds. It is not the purpose nf 

this paper to into an analysis of thA causes which motivated the guilds to 
l~ 

proscribe the activities of the Jew,. but only to note that thev did so 

and thus forced the Jews to concentrate their business activities in usury. 

But since the Jews who did engage in usury did so with the conRent of the 

Christiane, particularly the bishops and priests, it was therefore impossible 

to abolish usury without causing enormous losses to the church and political 



organizations and without destroying the financiR.1 status of many Christians 
14 

and Jews. 

The Diet of Augsburg was convened for the purpose of seeking a peaceful 

reconciliation between the Catholics and the Lutheran and Calvinist Protest-
15 

ants. In this city Luther's disciples, especially Melanc\hon, presented 

their arguments concerning the law and life of the Christian group as it 

should be according to the New Testament. In the fourth paragraph of the 

these~ which the Protestants had nrenared for the rulers of the GermanieR 
16 

serve as a basis for discussion, was written 1 

"The usury v.,-hich the Jews are exacting is becomtng increaeinglv on-

pressive with the heln and collusion of the Catholic priesthood. So much so 

that the government itself, through its local justices and courts, finds it 

impossible to obviate the calamity. Since the Christians who borrow the monP-y 

assert under oath that they pay no dJnteTest for thP. money borrowed from the 

JewR, when everyone knows that a Jew will,not lend out his money except on 

interest, it often happens that the Christians are forced to perjure them.

selves in that way. The bishops and the church is treacherously united with 

the Jews in this matter". 

Thus matters stood in the spring of 153n when Josel returned to Rosheim, 

happy in the thought that he had convinced the Emperor and the Archduke that 

the Jews were not contemplating rebellion by giving "comfort a.nd aid" to the 

Turks. Yet hardly ·had he arrived home thRn the safety of the Jeyra in Cobnar 

was disturbed. In this city, one of the most important of Upper Alsace, the 

Jevrs had been dwelling for hundreds of years. In 15ln Emperor Maximilian I 

had yielded to the request of the councillors of the city and the guilds to 
·17 

expel the Jews. But the natives of that city had business relations with 
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the Jews and the Jews again returned to live in that city. After Josel • s 

return in 1530, delegates came from these Jews beseeching him to intercede 

on their behalf with the Emperor since t.he councillors of that city had 
19 

a~in begun to oppress and persecute them. Thus Josel ha.d to go to Augsburg 

where the Emperor was at the Diet. It may well be that at that time the inter• 

eessor conceived the thought finally to realize the object for which he had 

been striving for the pa.st ten years- to receive general privileges fnr the 

Jews throughout the Germany Empire through the Emperor r:i.nd the imperial lead• 

ers with the consent and cooperation of the petty kings, bishops, city coun-
20 

cillors and ecclesiastical representatives. 

But just as had been the case twenty years before with the apostate 

Pfefferkorn so too now trouble arose from within the ranks of Jewry which 

was to stand in the intercessor's way. When the Jews were expelled from Re-

gensburg ma.ny informers of their own number arose. The worst of them all was 

the son of Rabbi Jacob Margolios, the rabbi of Regensburg, of whom it is 
~l 

known t.hat he was one of Reuchlin's te>achers. The son of this rabbi was 

irresponsible and perverse and the Jewish community excommunicated him be
?.? 

ca.use of his immoral conduct. Thereupon he embraced Catholicism, changed his 

name to Antonius Margarita ruid wrote a. book full of nerversione and cabunnies 
'-S 

against Judaism and the JewR. This aoostate WA.R more to be fe•red than 
I 

Pfefferkorn because many Catholics believed the things that he wrote since 

he was the son of a fR.mous rabbi, well known among the Christian scholars. 

The book which he wrote carried the title "lller Ganze Juedische Glaube"~ 

published •n March 16, 15~0, a short while before the convening of the Diet.'
4 

?.S 
Since the book went through many editions in the course of a few months, 

we C'ln see that he made a. profound impression and that his rPaderR were many. 
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The charges vrhich Margarita. made ag~inst the Jews were that thPy curse the 

Christians and that they abuse the Christian religion and seduce Christian 

believers into ernbracinF?; Judaism. He also accused the Jevq; of directing 
27 

abuse against the founder of Christianity in the prayer Olenu Leshabea4~· 

No sooner tid~the Emperor come to Augsburg on Jun< 15, 1530, than this 

book was placed in his hands. There is even room to conjecture th.1.t the 

apostate appeared in person before the Emperor. It is therefore not to be 

wondered at that v1hen Josel C1.me before the Emperor to plead fer the Je,18 

28 
living in the vicinity of Colmar that he was answered in anger. Before any 

Jconcession would be made, Josel must first answer the charges of the a.post-

rate. By order of the Emperor two men, learned in these matters, Matthew Hild 

and Dr. Brant, were appointed to listen to the debate betv:een Margiuita and 

' · Josel and to render a decision. ThA debate was held in Augsburg in July ef 
29 

i 1530, 
. II // 

and, as Josel states in his Sepher Ifo.Mikneh, before the Emperor and 
30 

the German princes. The intercessor bettered the apostate and put all his 

accusations to nought. The judges of the debate gave as their opinion that 

the 'lCcusations of the book were negated and voided by the force of Josel 's 

refutation ~d the 3.rguments which he gave. They also stA.tt-d as their opinion 

that to dist.ribute such a work among the ma.sees was a. grave men11ce to the 

peace of the JSrnpire. The ~1postate IJ•1rgarita Y1as placed under arrest and forced 
i 31 

to give his oath never again to enter the city of Augsburg. The inter-

q 

eessor records all "this in his
11

Sepher HaMikneh where he state"'' 

"This apostate after having been thus rebukAd by the Emperor and advisers 

attached himself to Luther until the order came forth that he be imorisoned. 

To spa.re himself this irnprisomnent he took an oath to leave ? ? of Germany. 
32 

He vent to Luther and bec::unr- a thorn in our sides", and for evidence fosel 



re.ferR to the city councillors of Augsburg. 

Alee, certain Catholics at the Diet of Auesburg accused the Jews of 

leading many C.'ltholies astray and inducing them to accept Lutheranism. From 

thia accusation, too, Josel freed his brethren when he ~P~RrPd before the 

34 
Archbishop of Strasbourg and W'l5 triumphantly vindicated. 

Only a. few days €lapsed before thF intercessor was called to present 

himself before the Emperor. There, before the German princes and nobility, 

a gener'll privilege was turned over to him for all the Jews in the German 

Empire natterned after the privilege 'l':hich had been given to th8m by King 
35 ~6 

Sigismund. Briefly, the various points weres 

1. All those who h•rrow money from the Je'l'1 s ~.re obligated to pay their 

debt at the stipulated time. Those who borrow on pledges must re" 

deem them before the expiration of the year. If they do not re-

deem them, the Jews have permission to sell them or to ~ with them 

as they wish. 

2. The nobles of the German principalities are to protect the life and 

pronerty ef the Jews. All highways are open to them that they 111ay 

travel Y:herever they wish. In general, they are entitled to the 

srune rights and liberties as the Christians. I 

3. Except for the taxes and tolls which are required by the emperor or 

the kings, the Jews are not to be subject to any ;tdditional tax. 

4. It is forDidden to coerce the Jews in any way into the acceptance 

ef the Christi,~n faith. 

s. The Jews return to the juritidiction of the Imperial Court and are 

vassals ef the er own. Therefore they ci:i.nnot be oppreesed er en .. 

sl~ved. But they have the right to travel at will from city to 

city without ~nyonc raising an objection. 

j , • 
\ ) . , . ,., ~ , . . . :_ 



6. Anyonf' who has complaints against the Jews must pre sent his case 

not before the provincial diets but in the established courts: in 

secular and not ecclesiastical courts. 

7. When a Jew t<Utes an oath, he should swear by placing his hands en 

thf' Torah and i;hould say only this, "So help me God in thP mune 
·37 

ef the covenant which He made v:ith His people at Mt. Sinai". 

8. As witnesses against the Jews may be called only Jews or such Christ-

ians who are not £Uspected of being Jew haters. 

9. The Emperor or the king is not permitted under any circumstance or 

consideration to sell the Jew or to transfer them from his power 

to that of another. 

This was the rrnbstance ef the privilege issued by King Sigismund, and 

given te the German Jews. It was now once again reissued, renewed and re-

affirmed by Emperor Charles V on August 12, 1530. In the seal ef the priv-

ilege it is said that "The purpose ef this is th•1.t the Jews may be able to 

dwell in safety in the Empire and h establish themselves the~e. Those who 
I 

trqnsgress against the previsions of this privilege will be punished by 

paying a finr of twenty gold marks to the royal treasury". 

It might be advantages·ous to repeat that the real cause fer the inter-

eessor'8 appe1uance in Augsburg a.t this time was the petition in which the 

burghers of Celmar ~nrl its environs compl~ined R~ainst the Jews who exacted 

unduly usurious rA.tes ef interest. No sooner hq_d the Colmarians appeared 

before the Emperor on July 29 thA.n they received the ptivilege of denying 

the Zews th11 right ef living in th<i.t p"lrt of Alsace. It was then thR.t Josel 

h~atened to Augsburg Where hi" succeeded in silencing the calumniR.tors and 

in refuting the accusations of the convert I.4'3.rgarita. He ~lso receivet! the 



privileges which he sought for the Jews, primarily for those of Alsace and 

afterwards as a general privilege fer the Jews of the entire German Empire. 

We ha.ve noip rPached that time in the life of the great intercessor when 

we can see him in the full height of his po11:er. Many intercessors who had 

lived before him had had standing int.the courts of the rulers as the inter-

eeBsors of their people. But all their power v;as centered in and concl!'ntrated 

en their rel,'ltions 1:d. th roy"l.lty. Never have thFy been found so honored among 

their ,,wn people th"lt they were given the power and authority to improve the 

internA-1 conditions ef the Jewish people. At intervals some presdng rFforms 

were introduced to save Jewry from the worst of ~.11 sine, the desecration of 

God's name. But this was usually done by a conference of rq_bbis and lay lead• 

~re. Yet the nme of a single intercessor ef all those who were influential 

in the royal coprts is not known who nersonally took the interest to stimulate 

Jewish life, i.tood ready with word and deed to maintain the: intE>grity er Jew-... 
iQh life and, at the same time, had the confidence and coone~ation of the 

I 

Jewish people. This pov1er we find given to Josel seme time after ha had ob· 
38 

tained the general privilege for all the Jew!'! of the German countrie•. 

Josel re11lized that tke erders of even so p~'l'rerful and influential a 

mon11reh as Chq_rles V would not suceeed in removi11g the evil which threatened 

all the Jews, especially in the smalhr principalities, as long as the C"tllse 

which w~s reg'lrded. by the Christians as evil remained. ThP attitude of' the 

Christbn rulers essentially was that t.'he Jews were despised by the popuh.ee 

and the nobility bec~use of their degraded and despicable manner of earning 

a livt'!lihood, by lending money en pledges at a high rate of intE>rest. The1,11f'! 

ruler~ seemed not to understand nor to be willing to understand that upon 

them rested the responsibility for having placed the Jew in th~t condition 



since with their perrnissien the Jew was not. pe.rmitted t.o eng11ge in col"lmeree, 

er~rtsmanRhip er professienal work. 

At the tirne ~r the Diet of Augsburg, the charges made against the aews 

were numereus, among which stood eut mest promina!1tly thl'l charge of usury. 

The complain~nts on this score were particularly the burghers, the heads or 

guilds and the priests. Here for the first time the Protestaits showed that 

they excelled t~~ c~thelics in religieus zeal and economic jealeusy. All this 

Josel saw and he realized thli.t it was obligatory .en the part of the Jews te 

give assurance that they would not longer give cause for this compl~intJ that 

they would henceforth deny themsel,es excessive usury~ deceptien and all such 

actions that might endanger the existence ef all German Jewry; and that no 

lenger weull it occur that a few individuals would sin and th~t the anger 

aroused by that act would be poured upon the entire cemmunity. It may also be 

that the gener~l privilege was grantPd him only on that condition. Henee, 

V'ith the permisiion etf the Emperor and the German nobles, Josel called a. .... 
ma.ss meeting of rabbis and lily leaders to convene in Augsburg te formulate 

re solutions for all the .Tews within the Empire. Thus the intercessor became 

tht> legislator for his people and the initiat.,r er worthwhile resolutions 

both in the life of the Jewish group anrl in its commereial relations with 

the natives of the country in which they lived. 

Thus there appeared this remarkable phenomenon in JP-wish hiRtory th,,._t 

simultaneously with the Diet called by the Emperor attended by the prinees, 

effief!s, rulers and civil leaders ef the German principalities, and idthin 

the very ei ty te which the8' important persoM.ges cam~ te leeislate concern .. 

ing matters of universal importance, the establishment of peace between 

Catholics and Protestants, the formulation ef a unified policy in regard to 

"• 



defense against the still rising power of the Sultan of Turkey, the election 

ef a new king to rule over Germany to succeed Charles V who wished to re~ 

linquish this office in favor of his brother Ferdinand, the leaders of the 

cemrnunities of all German Jewry were also assembled to adjudicate their 

matters ~nd to decide on various reforms in the life of the Jewish peonle 

according to the agenda which the 'Parnas and Manhigt Josel presented to them. 

They 1.dopted his resolutions unanimously. They were translated into German 

and Latin and were even read to the Emperor, princes and nobles. Copies of 

them were made which were sent to all the communities of Germany that they 
~9 

might to comply with them, the contents of which weres 

1. A Jew is forbidden to accept usury legally by selling the merchandise 

at an increased price, paid immediately or on time payments. This 

is considered ''hidden" usury. The Jewish leaders throughout the 

German Empire who know of such cases and do not report them to the 

local authorities will be fined three gold dinars. 

2. In lending money openly on interest it is forbidden to accept com-

pound interest if the n!;\.yments are extended for a short period of 
r 

J." 

three months or for an entire year. 

3. The lay leaders rnust see to it that the Jews are not permitted to 

sue a Christian in any court other than the one in the district in 

which the dentor lives, except in excentional cases. 

4. In accepting pledges the Jews are forbidden to lend monPy and te 

accept the pledee if they have reason to believe that the articles 

caMI! to the borrower through theft or robbery, 

5. It iF forbidden to buy articles of value from children or from servants 

without first notifying the .parents or masters. 
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6. A Jew is net permitted to present a claim to an heir for payment 

of his father's debt aftPr his demise without first obtaining the 

consent ef the lay leaders of his le cal cornmuni ty to whom it shall 

first be proven th~t the clBime Rre just. 

7 • Jews who b1.ke money or merchandise either as loans or on credit from 

Christians 9.nd then abscond by fleeing from the tovm shall be severe .. 

1y punished. The lay leaders must publish throughout all the eommun-

- ~ itiee such interdicts on all transgressing Jews. 

B. Rabbis and lay leaders are duty bound to accept the pleas and claims 

of Christians against Jews and to justl:l adjudicate between the 

two ciimplainants since there is no difference betv:een man and man 

on this earth. 

9. The .Jews are hEreby cautioned neit to protect criminals amongst them. 

Any Jew who knows of a feil.low Jew who deals illegally with a Christ.

ian is duty bound jro inform the lay leaders of the community. 

10. The b.y leaders, for their part, are duty bound to suppress crime, 

trickines~ and deceit by 'ill the means at their disposal. 

These ten resolutions Josel presented on November 10, 1530 and the 

rabbis and lay leaders of the German eoillI!lunitie~ concurred in them. Dme in• 

tercessor sea.led them with words that must have come from his heart: 

"I and my colleagues, a.sseinbled here a.R delegates of the Jewish neople, 

give our pledge and assurance to fulfill these resolutions. If the l~rds 

anrl nobles, princes of the principalities and burgomasters of the entire 

Holy Roman Empire ':>ill also, for their p:irt, do all in their power to see 

thA.t we a.re permittr?d to dwell in peacf' in the plR.ces where we are living 

now, that we are not threatPned f:rt8m time to time nor friEhtened with nro .. 



nosed edicts of expulsion; that t.hey will also grant us p~rmission to travel 

from place to place and to do business without Anyone objecting, seeking to 

dog our fo•tst.eps by constantly presenting aeeusations, because we are al1'0 

h.uman beings created in God's image and it is by His will that we dwell ar.:rong 

you. In testimony of this, I, Josel of Rosheim, Manhlg of all Israel in the 

land of Germ'l.ny, h'J.Ve read and put the above statE'ments to writing and sub-

scribe it with my seal and with the sanction of the King's scribes in the 

city of Augsburg, November 17, 15~0". 

The above rc>solutions are to be found among the archives of various prin-

cipalities of the Holy Roman Empire. As has been said, copies were made and 
40 

----....-:"! 

Rent to many communities in Germany. In later cha.ptE'rs we shall have occasion 

to refer to these resolutions during the discussion of another problem. 

However, it rnust be noted here that although these rei::olutions are to 

be found in the archives ef many places in Southern Germany, yet in t.he con-

temporaneous JEwish literature there is found no reference to the meeting of 

the Jev:ish lay leaders in Augsburg nor to the activities ef Josel in this 

matters, even though his name was famous in Israel not onlv in economic matters 
41 

and intercession but also in m9_tters •f religion a.nd piety. 

In all the great achievements which Josel acc()mplished during the Diet 

ef Augsburg in the summer of l53n and the followinz winter, the intercessor 

does not Mention his own name. With great modesty he tells us in a. few lines 

ef his i:i.ct.i vitie 8 pa.rti cularly concerning the privilege: ef the meeting which 

he called and about the resolutions v•hich he presented he only makes mention 

42 
he only m!'tk1's mention as we learn from his 'Memoirs' wher~ he says: 

"It was at that time, during the year 1510, when all the leaders of the 

Empire, nobles and retinues untold, met t.o establish rules and regulations 
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with the intention of enn abolishinr; usury, in those d1.ye, with the h2lp of 

God, I stood opposed and succeeded in having the privileges of Emperor Sigis-

mund renewed. The mouths of the 1.Ceusers ~ere closed and the land ~~s tran-
4~ 

quil." 

I 

~ 



1. Thonas M. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER FIVE 

Lindsay, ~ rn~torz of -:he Protes:!:_~LRfforrn~ (New York, 
1906-1910) two volumes, for a. history of the movement from the 
Protestant point of view. 

2. Janssen, C'Tf"r!n:i.n Peopla, II, IV, '/, VI im:1 pasaim for accounts of these 
v~rious wa.rs. 

~. Janssen, op. cit. v, ~d. loc. 

4. Rabbinowitz, ~' p.69 

5. Feilc~enfeld, ~' p.116 

6. This was also brought out in the Diet of Worms in 1545. Janssen, op. cit. 
VI, p.226 note 2. 

7. H. L3resslau in Ztschr. V, p.309. 

s. Feilchenfeld, op. cit. p.116 

9. Item 14 0 

10. Bresslaw, op. cit. Ztschr. v, 309. 

11. Bax, German Socie!l,, pp. 120-.122 and Appendix C of thl'l.t work. 
Social Germl'l.ny in Luther':.=> Time, being the memoirs of Batthole1ne\ll• 
Sastrow; transl<tted by Albert D. Vrrndam (New York, n.d.) p.111. 

12. Iiorael Abra.hrunl'I, Jevish Life in the Middle Ag~ (London, 1932) p.261. 

13. Bax, ~n Society, ad loc. 

14. Guedema.nn, Geschichte d. Erziehungswesens, III Ph'-.pter v. 

15. Janseen9 op. c~t. V, ad loc. 

16. Lindsay, op. cit. I, p.363ff. Janssen, Q2!.~· V, Ch~pter IX. According 
to Lehmann, R~bbi Joselmann, II, p.112ff, Josel spoke ia 
opposition to it at the Diet. 

17. Scheid, Joselm~nn, p.lOf; his Histoire, p.100. Appendix G. 

18. Scheid, JoAelm~nn, pp.10.11 

19. Scheid, Eistoire, p.102. 

20. Rabbinowitz, op. cit. p.72 

.·!• 



ii 

21. FeilchenfE"ld, ~' p.ll 7ff. Guedemann, Geschichte d. Erziehungswf'~~, 
III, p.41. Graetz, Divrai, VII, ~ote 4 (pp.402-4) 

22. Feilchenfeld, op. cit. p.117. Did so in 1522. 

23. Ibid., for charges. Josel 's "Sefe r HaMikneh" as partly published by Neu
b"l.uer in Israelitische Letterbode, VI, p.139. Joseph Perles, 
~ll!:.iiege zur Geschichte der Hebr1'.eischen und Aramaeischf'n 
Studien (Munich, 1884) p.28, note 2. 

24. Guedernann, op. cit.p.41 

25. Geiger, Ztschr. II, p.324. 

26. Bre~alau, Ztschr. v, pp. 310-~ll. 

27. Perles, op. c!,i. p.28, note ?,. Feilchenfeld, ~£ii· PP• 117-118. 

28. ~ p.118; Rabbino'll'it z, I2.§.tl, P• 74, note 1. 

29. Ibid. :3ut he gives the d:1te i.s the 25th of the zr.onth. 

30. Israelitische LdterbQS.e# VI (1A8crl881) pp.139f. 

31. Bresslau, Ztschr. v,~p~ 312 

32. Also quoted in FPilchenfeld, op. cit. P• 119f Rabbinov1itz, op. cit. PP...74"! 
and Perlas, op. cit. 

33. Bresslau, op. cit., v, p.311 

34. Feilchenfsld, op. cit. p.119 

35. The d~.te en which this V:::t,S originally givEn is in doubt. G. Wolf, ztschr. 
III P• 166 gi vAs it as Februa.r~r 1.2, 1418. Lehmann, RahbiJosel ... 
!IUJll4. II p. 123 gives it as 1416. 

36. Lehmann, op. cit. pp. 118-122 gives it entirely as copied from the 
·1rchi vee. 

37. This can only be r:i.;Jpreci~t.eri 13.fter reading other oaths thqt Wflrf' required. 
Se.e Scheid, Hi stotte, pp. 125-130. 

38. Ra.hbinovritz, ~-Ei· p.77. 

39. Feilchenfeld, op. cit. pp. ?.8-31; Scheid, Histoire, p.87; Lehrn~nn, op.cit •• 
II, PP• 128ff for e. copy of the m:1nur-1cript. It is difficult t" 
decide the time and pl~ce of thf'ir present~tion. 

40. Feilcl-if'nfeld, op. cli• pp. 10-~?. 0 r,,sc1R.u, Ztschr.· V, 3lcr312. 



iii 

41. Rab bi nowi t z, !Q.!.tl, P• 81 

42. Item 15. 

4~. Feilchenfeld, likewisE'I hM a dig!?~t of these privileges. Josel, p.54. 



Cl-IAPTER SIX 

As W6 have seen, the great intercessor did everything possibl~ to re .. 

move from Gf'rman JAwry all possible chargf'1s of evil. He appeared before kirigs, 

princes, cardinals ~nd bishops, and received assurances from all of them 

t.h1.t they would try te give German Jewry security and not. expel them from the 

pla.ces in which they dwelt. With the thought or eradicating the prejudice and 

hatred which arises spor:".dically in the hearts of the German people, he ar

ranged many resolutions, unusual for their time, in order te remove the wrath 

both jf the nations and of the rulers from his people. He reckoned well but 

he was mistaken. 

To understand Josel's error it is necessary to st.op the historical account 

for a moment and to investigate the life and political :=tctivities of the 

world during the Middle Ages and the first part ef the modern period of his

tory and te exrunine with this as its background the condition of Jewry within 

that werld. 

A significant phenomenon, one which causee man te marvl'l, is the .Tew• 

ish Diaspora. The history of the Jews during the Medieval period is divisible 

inte twe segments, differentiated ene frem the other and unlike in. their con

tent, in the relations between the JP.we ·:i.nd the people of Central Europe• In 

the first half ef the Medieval period, from the fifth until the end of the 

eleventh century! persecutions were not continuous; the hatred agains~ the 

Jew had almost disappeared. migrations or the Jew were almost unknown. The 

kings and subjects did not consider it a religious duty te oppress the Jew 

net te think him more wicked than the native population. But. p~rsecutions, 

deerPes ef expulsien, forcible conversions beg~n and continued with increae~ 

ing fervor during the last. four hundred years of the Medieval period. 



But h!'lw cq,n the change of at.ti tude ef the German people toward the Jev:s 

since the first part of the M dieval period be expl,i.ined ? Even during the . 

time of Chrirlon<i.gne and for generations aft0r him, the Germans v'ere very un

civilized. Their conditions were very primitive and for the same reason the 

hri.tred of one principality toward another much greater. It cert<tinly MU! not 

due to the friendly attitude of the Jews for at that Fr3:1ly period they were 

in no sense any friendliE'r in their ::i.ttitude toward the native population 

than they were in the latter part of the Mediev<J.l period. They kept themselves 

apart and a.leof, emphasized ti1rir own festivals and were far frem mingling 

with the masses in friendly camaraderie. 

The cause for this change in attitude c<>n only be found in the flecial re-

volution ef thR.t time f the snread of population throughout Europe i ~ signifi ... 

cant for the his+.ory of Eurone along the lines of pelrtical, sacial, economic 

and scientific develanment.. Until the tenth er eleventh century ne settlements 

ceuld be feund in the ~erman countrieft th"lt could be called cities, municipal .. 

ities with many plac£s of business, craftsmen and merch<tnts. Castles and feud-

al eeta.tes, villages and hamlets were all that ceuld be found throughout Cen-

tral EuroDe. s 9 eiety was divided into t~• claeses1 the nobility comprised or 

the feudal lerds and the clergy and the peasants er freehelders. The Jews were 

then almost the only ones who acted as tradFrs: thev were the international 

middlemen. It was the Jew who bought the nroduct, transported it to distant 

lands and in exchange purchased much needed merch~ndise for the nobility and 

the peasants; woolen and flax wMvcn ~aterials, silks, artistic vessels or 

gold and silver, precious stones and jewelry, spices and fruits from eastern 
l 

~nd southern ceuntries4 In general, the Jews provided all things needed by 

society. And to these activities we may also add the business of usury, al• 
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thQugh this was true te a much greater Pxtent during the latter part of the 

Medieval pP-riod than in the former. 

Between the eleventh a~d fourteenth centuries palaces and castles in

creaeed greatly, grew into fortified eitie!'! thP. po,..ulation of ;·hi ch be came 

urban. The peasants, in part, bP-carne merchants and the Jews, because ef 

eennomie jealousy, came to be hated by them. Those who bee,1me craftsmen er• 

ganized into guilds and one of the Catholic saints was selected as the patron 

saint of each guild. The priests e.nd monks actively assisted in the establish

ment ef various groups ef mercgants and busine!'!R men and influenced the lead

ers of these groups. The Catholic Church acquired great influence aR a result 

ef the Crusades and in its program and ct.1nduct of affairs knew hov: te spread 

its pev:er over 'lll these Mtivcly engaged in worldly R.ffairs. Every greun 'l.nd 

organization, even those interested solely in secular affairs, assumed a re

ligieue ferm. The hely spirit, as that a;;e perceived it, hnvered over all 

communal activities. Naturally, they regarded the Jews as wicked neighbors 

whe crewded them, ,,,hether in the field er in commerce, industry, the nrefe•s

iens er the eraftse Then the prohibitiens, limitations and differentiations 

increased daily. EvFn the kings ~nd rulers who may have recognized the truth 

were forced to suppress.their own opiniens because of the clFrgy and the 

m11sse s. 

At the end of the Medievi:1.l peried there was another cause which ch9.nged 

and modified the life and activities of Central Eurenean s~cietya the dis

cover:1 ef a new route to India and ef America. Cernmeree thereby underwent 

rA.dical ch~ngee and brought about a changP for the worst in the conditioni:; or 

the Germane. The Spaniards, P•rtuguese, English and Dutch becaMe the masters 

ef commerce in the New World vrhile in GE'rmany thf' Hanseatie Lrague lest its 
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importance and the old eo~mercial families •f Germany their wealth. The 

urban popul1_cP realized that important. commerce had passed out. of their hands 

and, not realizing the causes and not being ablP to rebel against the oewer

ful mastere v:he had assinn•dc: leadership in religion and government, they 

P!.scribed their ea.h.mitous situ'ition to the Jews. And clergy and nebility found 

it very simple and very advantageous te peint their fingers at the Jews as the 

parasites •f the earth. Then envy, jealousy and hatred increased. From the 

zeal of religion and the commercial jealousy of merch·lnts and guildsmen there 

developed the misery of expulsions and migrations. 

This terrible situation, in all it.s phases ~.nd harrov:ing details, appe'.lred 

during the Diet •f Augsburg. The p•wer• ef the intPreessor Jese1 prevailed in .. 

ly for the time being, during the period ef the Diet, since there was no rea~on 

te •ppress the Jews in order to gratify the nobles and clerics who \l:Pre striv ... 

ing for pov·er. It "-'as, therefore, possible for the intercessor to ebtain a 

reaffirmation ef the Jewish privileges in all •f Germany with the consent er 

the princes after his ten res•lutien~ had been accepted and approved by them. 

NPverthPless, they still regarded the Jews with disfavor and never ceased 

scheming to expel thPm from the confines of GerMany. 

After the Diet of Augsburg, the Emperor returned to the country of his 

birth, Flanders and his brother, the newly appointed king of the Gerrnanies, 

Ft>rdinand, went tc Vienna. For a while it Aeemed th:'l.t the delee;ates to the 

Diet of Augsburg had labered in vain. Ferdinand was then eccupied with his 

wars ~r:;,:dnf't the Turks v:h• had e~n,1uP-red all ef Eungary and whose leader, Sulei .. 

man, v:ae thflln drawing near to Vienna t• besiege it. And at the same time the 

Protestant leaders assembled at Schmalb.ld '.1.nd there fonned an alliance. With

in a few yl"ar!"I !!. fiercP war br•ke eut between Pr•test'1.nts and Cath~lice 1-''hieh 



was te last for almost ene hundred and fifty years. 

The Prtiestants, with Luther as their leader, eppressed and persecuted 

the Jewe te an l'lVen greater extent 'than did the Ca.tholies. Thf' intercesser 

was therefere burdened all his life with trials and law suite between the bur-

ghers, the perae cut ore, and the Jews, the perae cuted. Hi.S entire life seemed 

te be composed ef pleadings befere the ceurts of justice and the Ernperer. One 

item alene shall be rnPntioned. 

Squabbles and quarrels enee arese between the burghers and priests whe 

led them, beth Cathelic and Lutheran, en the one hand, and the Jews en t.he 
,, 

ether. The .Jewish communities ef Wurttemburg, Guen~burg, :Iuremburg, ef the eit ... 

ies ef Alsace and especially er Frankfert aQ II.lain, turned to Jesel ence again 

te send hi~ in their behalf te the EMperor Charles, then in Brabant, Fl~nders, 

since they hqd been informed th~ their enemies had already sent messengers 

te the Emperor asking thFJ.t t11.e privilee;es that had bePn granted te the Jews 

at Augsburg be rescinded. Thia mis~ien was a very difficult one fer the Nether. 

land provinces werf' then et'lnsidered part of Spa.in inte which no Je,,;· was allowed 
2 

to enter. Jcsel's own words concerning his jeunney te Brussels, where the 
3 

Emyeror then held court, are obscure but from the general tener we may de-

duce that he w~s arrestPd by the Inquisitien and forced to spend some time in 

prison. As we have said, the int.ercess&r suppresses the conversation which he 

had with the Emperor and the incidents which happened t.o him during his stay 
4 

in the Netherlands,. But from the general tenor of his st0ry we may conclude 

that the Emperor ~ssured him th~t he would not permit the German cities te 

exeeut.e their intentiens and ;:irllJllised thq,t this mattrr vrould be •nsidered at 

the Diet ef Regensburg w~ich was to be called in 153~. 

We kno~ with certainty that he remained in Brussels fer four months, and 

that v·hile he was en reute ht" eompleted a book. This he re cerds in his"Memoirs": 
5 
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"In 1531 the accusers bPg~n to seek te persuade the Emperor once more 

in Bra.bant, Flq_nders, where ne Jn·ish m:ln was knnwn to be. I was induced by 

many t.e travel to that country te oppose these evil plans with the kelp er 

HE"aven. I "1as in the ct1urt of the Emper~r frern R~sh Chedesh Adar to Rosh Che• 

desh Sivan 1531 in behalf of the communities and even theugh the Generi:tl knewn 

a.s Retraut appeared t111 swa.llev: me alive even unto the gates ef death, never• 

theless, by f.t:e mercy of Gt11d, whe sent His angel bef111re rne, I v:as Eaved frem 
6 

his hand e,nd frem all these ¥:he wP-rf lying in WR.it fl'>r me. In those days I 

secured R. private audiPnce with the Empernr "'here I presented my plea and he 

ans\•;ere.d me kindly. In the me·1.ntimt", while I was free and alone in my reem, 

1 ; I composed the buk "Derek Ha.Kodesh". I really profitPd '6y these days ef soli ... 

tude and I said to myself 'Happy 1rere all those men ef antiquity who declicated 

their hearts and minds to vithdrawal fram t'.lF vanities of the 1!'•orld and t& 

engage in spiritual matters, etc." 

In the fellowing year, 1532, the irnperiq_l diet met in Regensburg. This 

cenventien v·a.s 'lttended only by the C'\.tholics for the alliance between the 

adherents ef the tv'o Chrifltian faiths in Germany had already weak('ned cen ... 

siderably. The Protestant nobles, who had alrPady m,:ide preparations fer war 
8 

as we h'\.ve mentioned, were ne longer willing te obey the Emperor. However, at 

\,,..this diet, even the C'itheilie princes continued te mR.ke accusatiens at;ainst the 

• Jewe. Jesel journeyed te Regensburg and while there met Solomon Molehe whe 

. ~~' ceme there ,,·ith his trR.velling ceimpanien DR.vid ReubPni, twe fanciful vis .. 
I 9 

''1 ienarie s. 

•.cf. 
J111sel and Snlcimen Melcho represent twe extremes, not enly in pur-

plans but also in temperaments. Jesel's life was dedicat~d to the 

ef the lif~ ef his fellow Jev·s. He was a pra.cticR.l Man 'llrho regarded 

rnen and their deeds with clear eye and mind, far removed from dreams 



and fancies; a. man whe knew hew te faee the preblems ef life a.nd whe was e111 ... 

tinually aetlve in saving his peeple frem il!IJ!linent tr,,uble. The Pertuguf!se 

nehlemA.n was his eppesite. Theugh a medern man, knewing hew te bPA.r himself 

ameng nebility and he11.' te a.et like ene ef them, Sdemen Melche was a. Kabba.list, 

"riding e11 a cha.riet ef phantA.sy: mf'di ta ting eVPr <i.nd pende.ring en methnds er 

preparing the way fer the Messiah. Jesel judged cerreetly thAt if the Emperer 

een~idered these nm.ttPrs Abeut vrhieh Solemen Mele'!i1 had speken viith him im--

pertant, then he, Jesel, weuld lese all his faver and influ~nce with Charles V 

l!Uld weuld ne lenger be able! te intervene with him9 Ther<>fere he feund it best 

fer the Jf'V'S ef Ge.rml'tny, vrhese. representative and interee.Rs•r he W"ls, net tt 

ally himsE'lf v11'th thi~ rtrf"!amer, even theugh he theught well ef him. Thu"' 
10 

J~sel rl"e8rded the inlident in his "Meme1rs"1 

"In 1532 I f•und it necessary te ge ag~in te the Smp~rer te pretect 

Israel during the ~iet in the city ef RFgensburg. The Lord was with us and 

saved us in t.hl."se days frem thl'! aceusatiens •f~:the princes and neblee which 

weuld have prevented us frem gaining 1 livelihetd ameng the gentiles by means 

ef usury. During these d~yP the fereigner, the preselyte te Judaism, Rabbi 

Selemen Melche, came 1.dth strlinge theughts te arouse the Emperer lly his flay

ing that he h~d c9me te call ~11 the Jews te ~3 te war against the Turks. 

When I heard ~vhat his intentiens were, I virote him a l~tter te warn him net 

t• a.reuse the Emperer leet the great fire [thereby kindled] ecnsu.me us. I 

departed frem the city e~ Regensburg se that the Emperer weuld net b~ able 

t 8 M.y that I '1'3.S 'lllied with him [Sftlemen M,,lehe] in hie activity reg<irc!ing 

these strange t.heughts. Wl-ien Solemen \•1ent ttt the Emperer he waf' placed in 

eh<iins and taken te thP eity f!lf Rd11gna. There he wB.s m<irt)'red fer sanetify ... 

ing Ged's name rieeerding te the religien of Isnel and he remeved many frem 

~--,,. 
. / 
v• 

!(" • 
\j ' 
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sin [when his steadfastnesF- was seen by the iJarr~rnos]. May hii:; soul, etc. 11 

The sketch of Josel in this quot1'l.tion errs in minor detail from the 

facts thB.t. have been es+.ablished about Solomon Molcho. Thus ':':e knnw, for 
11 

example, that i.·foleho was not martyred in Bologn<1. but in .Mantua. And from 

this account we can also clearly see the wisdom of the intercessor, that like 

a man experienced and accustomed to worldly affairs, his mind was well balancei:l 

and practical. 

The Diet ef Regensburg eccurred diJring a period ef warfare. The Turkish 

army had pushed up from HungA.ry, encamping only a few days journey from Vienna. 

As has been said, they intended to lay siege to the c~pital and destroy it. 

Within, the kingdom was rent with civil war between the CatholicF ~nd the 

Protestants and without the kingdom was exposed to the great danger of the 

army of the greatest power then ~n eartp, the kingdom of Turkey. Because 0f 

these circumstances, Emperor Charles V returned to Regensburg to arouse the 

Christians, to c~alesce them ini:Pon~ group and te unite all of them fer a 

religious war against the Mohammedans. Josel knew that the Emperer could be 

hard h~arted itnd cruel. In Spein and in Portugal, in Naples and in Belgium 

h~ supported the Inquisitien and ordered hundreds and thousands ef Jews and 

heretics to be burned. Only in Germany were there political reasens and 

causes which pPrmittfl'n the .Jews to remain in the land. Josel, their inter• 

eeseor, was thus able to find favor with him and· whPn the "Hanhig of the Jews'' 

weuld ceme before the Empe>rer, the harAh monarch v:ould show him kindness. 

Often did he r~fer to him e.s "My friend Joselin" and the intercessor was thus 

in a po si tien to influencfl' th!"! Enperor in behalf °'f the German Jews. Yet 

when the report came te Josel that Solomen Molcho and David Reubeni were en 

route h the Imperial Di.et at R€gensburg with a. great entourage and with a. 
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Jewish flag embroldered with the. letters '
1

.) 

1
.J 'h fluttering •n their 

12 
ehariot, the interc!'!sser pf"rceived that they would ca.use ha.rm to the 

Jews of Germany and bring about their destruction. We do not kMw the cen• 

tents of the l"tter which the intercessor sent to Melcho "to warn him not. to 

arouse the Emperor lest the grMt f,ire consume us" but v.e can conjecture from 

the notice in the "iJiemoirs" that Josel was opposed since this would place 

himself and Israel in gener~l in a dangerous situa.tien. 

At anether time Jesel showed himself te be a wise statesman, practical 

and unobsessed by f~ney. During the Imperial Diet at Regensburg Jesel received 

a letter fro~ th" Emperor granting him freedom of jeurney througheut the em-

pire, in which the Emperor calls him "chief of the Jews in the lands ef Ger ... 
13 

many". And in the very n"xt year, 1533 9 a blood accusation charge was 
14 

made in the city of Jllatbor, Silesia, an area half German and half Slavenic .. 

Its ruler, Margrave George of the house ef Brandenburg, had married 

•ne of the daughters of the reigning house of Poland. The Margrave was in-

~lined to Lutheranism and the majority of th~ natives had already accepted 

the new revelation. We may note that the first time t~1at a bleod accusation 

charge occurred in that land it wa~ in a kingdom ruled by a Protestant. The 

danger v1a.s exceedingly great since the city was on what was then the boundary 

of Poland in which country even at that time there were very many Jews. 

The representatives of the Jews ef the city of Silesia then came to 

Frankfort te have Jesel intercede to save tw~ hundred people whe were il!)ot 

prisoned and expected to be burned, Thne of the Jewish lea.derF had already 

been punished se severely th.1.t they had aeknewledged the crime which they had 

not committed and had been senteneed to be burned. The details need not here 

coneern us except to repeat the ~ords of the inter~essor himself as they are 
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15 
recerded in hie "Memeire" 1 

"In 1533 strict. juPtice was meted eut te eur brethren, the in:-iabit.ants 

ef Silesia when :'!11 the [Jewish] inh3.'9itants were impriaoned. I ~eund it 

necessary tg ge te the cities ef Sehwabaeh and Ansbaeh with Rabbi Lieberman 

te try te release the priseners. The parnas and tws er three ether men had 

been burned because of this charge ••• In any ease, we finally made the lies 

apparent. and vdth t.'1.e help ef Heaven the prisoners were tnld 'Ge free• ••••• 

I spent msre than six hundred dinars fer this in order te convinee and make 

clear te the Uargrave George that we and 111 Israel were innecent ef this 

crime and 3.eeusati1tn." 

DurinG these many yM_rs that the intereesser worJced in bahalf ef ill 

Jewry, he did nnt forsakt'! those ef his ewn eeuntries and of th•se countries 

round about it. But these ma't:t.ers whieh dfl'1l with the individual cities rather 

than the general conditiens a separate chapter hae been set aside. In this 

chapter we intencl 'te cliseuee particularly t.'he deeds ef the intereessor as 

they WPre eeneerned with the entire Jewish Jerm,.,_n greup aeeerding t.o the 

n~ticee in his "M~M•irs". Not enly were these actiens concerned with the 

Jew3 near his native city but they extended t~ those Jews who were in distant 

land3. 

Thus, clurinr; the years 1534 .. 1537 we see Jeeel eecupied with Jewish aff ... 

airs, urging his· peeple te aid these mere in need ef assistance than thiam

selves. Even in thi3 type of w~rk Jesel was unusual. But the baekgreund which 

caused him te tak~ up the defense ef th~se in need ~ere fel'l.rful and shook 

the he11rts ef the Jews ef that l'lge. 

Sult~n Suleiman II waged war against the Chrieti~n kingdoms ef Eurepe 

fer many ye,,.rs. F,~peeb.lly vrert" hifl activities G.irccted a.i::a.inst tht- Kined•m 



•f Italy (Venice and Genea), the Ernperer ef Germany and Spain. The rulers of 

Tunis, Algiers and Morecee were considered the allies ef the Turks f•r, with 

their ships, they eentrelled eommeree en the Medi t~rranl"an Sea. ThE'!y weuld 

fall en th~ eeast~ ef Italy and Spain, taking many captives ~nd mueh ~peil 

and, in additien, they preyed en the merehant ships and warships which belenged 

te the Christian nations 8f S~uthern Europe. These sea-fighters made an 

alliance with the Sultan by whieh Suleiman rippoint.ed them as l'lB.ptrlins and 

,eemrnanders in his navy. These men, ~nd especially their brave c•mma.nde~·in~ 

el- ghief, C.ha~ir Redin, terririfed the peeple ef Christian Europe by captnning 

Spanhh galle•ns filled with gdd, spices and other prednet~ ~r the Orient. 

Emperer Charles realized all this and he therefere commanded the ees:::atien 

ef hi!'! wars in Italy and in Germany (af)".inst the Pretestants) in erder te 

press all his troeps inte difficult servise en the coast ef N"rth Arriea, te 

displace the ruler3 and reseat his ally Muli #asan, a friend ef the Chrht .. 
16 • 

ians. This was a rf'ligieue war, a war between Christianity and Moharnrned~n .. 

ism. Priests and m•nks, with their hely cresses in their hands, went te war; 

they sang sengs in praise ef the Cathelie Church and at samP time wielded the 

swerd. Ancl. this time t.hF Chrietian armiee were sueeeesful. The city ef Tunis 

was taken by sterm. Many .Jews were killed and the5e whieh V'ere saved were 

taken eaptive te be eeld as slaves. 
17 

This vict•ry did net bring much gain te the peeple •f Christian Eurepe 

fer a shert while after the repert reached Charles V that the king •I Frq_nee 

had allied himself with the Turkish Sultan and the Pretesta.nt princes against 

the Hely R1'man Empire. Charles, takine; all his armiee with him, hastened te 

return te Italy and Germany. But. th~ Jews ef Tunie, t.hl!'Jse whe had l!-ft Spain 

and hl'ld acquired pe!'leessiens in this city thirty and forty years bet.re, at 
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the time ef the ereat ~xpulsien, still remained in great danger. Rabbi 

Abra.hl'Jn ef Tunis "'he liv('d at that tiMe wrete, "Al<ie ! The earth swalls\ved 

seme ef ue; ethr-rs were killed by the swerd and seme died a n1tural death." 

A great number ef Jews were taken captive by the Emperer's army and were 

taken te the slave markets in Reme, Veniee ~nd Naplee te be seld ae Jeaeph 

HaK•hen reurds in his "Emek PaBacli.a"1 "Many died at that time ••• when the 

Christians ea.me te the eity ef Tunis ••• and they sftld them a.~ slavee te the 

feur cernerl!!I ef" the eartp. In Naples and Genea the eemmunitif"-s er Italy re .. 

19 
deemed a great number at that ti?!le. MR.y fled remember them fttr geed". 

Even in di st~nt b.ndl!!I the need ef the unfertunate Jevre ef Nert.h Africa 

was made kn•vrn. Lett~rs reaehed the cities of Germany asking them te inter .. 

18 

el!!lt themselves in the redeeming ef the captives. J~sel wae ameng the leaders 
20 

in this ri.etivity as hi'" recerds in his "Memeirs"1 

"In the years 1513-1535 rigoreus justice was meted eut in the Barbary 

c•untry 1l':hiT.her eur lerd the Emperer had gene to v:-~gl'! \l!ar against them; their 
21 

ei ties rGo~l"?"Ont a.nd Patral!!I were eaptured. Lhny Jews were killed b!."cause 
22 

~;: i ef eur mg_ny sins. Many were taken emptive. 'Mie ce1mnunities •f that area 

'll/:tJ 
wrete [ te us] t• help redeem and suppert them, a.I!! the letters whieh ar.-. written 

23 24 
in this b .. k shew. And altheugh a tax ef •ne-quarter percent was imp•sl'!d 

fer their redemptien in Alsace, we were net acle t.o r.rv:ard th!." menPy tc 
25 

reliabll" rnl'!n for the ranseming ef the ea.ptives; and I theught: The rPmainder 

ef the rans•m menPy ef thi- en.ptives sheuld be used f•r 11t'her redemptiene er 

f•r ether important dl"eds like it and ~• en. I spent some ef it in the affair 

cencerning thP. tribulatien~ caused by a \1arsh ceerf".e in 1.he C8Untry and 
,::;rI.~ 

cem1'1unit.y ef Praeue ~nd some or it for-U-e M.ving of roouh. Uay it be the 

will of God, bles~ed he He ! thA.b it be !'l.cceptr:ible. May His n"l.me be blessed." 
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"fhe harsh decree in the conntry and community of Prae;ue " whieh tht'! 

intf"rcessor mentions in his "Memoir!'l" showed hin willing not only to act 

as represent'lti ve for his people but al 30 as interpreter and peace-maker 

within Jewry. Here it v·as more difficult to maintain peace th9.n "to influenee 

nobility for his fellow Jews, because of thr~ldom and exile, rearing and 

education, were by nature are;urnentative and divisive. In Bohemia, and 

especially in its Cfl.Pital Prague the Jews han dwelt from of oldo Yet thi111 old 

community w1u• known a!'I a nlRee of diesension which thereafter s·pread to the 

other eol'Ul1unities of Bohemia. The immediate e~use for the dissension and 

violence was the weight of the heavy taxes imposed on the Jews by the King, by 

the nobles and knight111 and even by the Church and the monasterie111. These 

truces werf" not impoEed equally on each Jew but were set a~ "'- fixed sum upon 

the entire Jewish group. The collection of the taxes 11.nd their division among 

the communities according to the number of families, their podtion and 

wealth was delegated to the leaders of the co!!llllunitie111. By authorization of 

the government, the leaders of the Prague community held full power to i:m--

pose the taxe3 upon all the communities of that country and the heads of the 

community in each city, in their turn, had full power to anportion the sum 

assigned it among the Jews in their city. This arrangement became a source 

of disnute for each man saw in his community and each community saw in 

Prague a perversion of judgment and an unjust apportionment. All of them eon-
. 

sidered their own poverty and affliction and ascertained that the other Jews 

were more able to bear the burden of taxation and imposts th~n they. Spurred 

on by this disseasion increased: envy, prejudice and the desire of each man 

to satisfy him~elf at the expense of his eoreligionists was rife. 

At this time King Ferdinand levied such unbearabl~ imposts on the 



communities thqt the inereased tax assessments aroused the murmurings of the 

Jews in Bohemia against their leaders in Prague. The Jews of Horowitz com

plained more than all the others. The government officials paid no attention 

to this and went about to collect the taxes and to hand them over to the 

leaders of the Prague connnunity. But when it was seen that even the rabbis 

of Posen and Germany could not make the dissenters arbitrate, it was deeided 

to call upon Josel, the intercessor, to effect a compromise. It is clear 

that the intercessor's journey to Prague was made at th~ request of both the 
?.6 

government and the leaders of the community. 

In the autumn of 1534 the intercessor made his journey to this far dis-

tant place, travelling from the western limit of Germany, Alsace, to the 
').7 

northeast corner of the Empire, Prazue. Josel's arrival made a deen im--

pression and from far and near Jews of the province came to see their fellow 

Jew whom the Emperor 1nd King honored and to whom princes showed rE'lspect. 

Yet the intercessor did not accomplish the purpose for which he had been 

called. Although at first the representatives accepted the compromise arrived 
28 

at by Jose! and the Rs,bbi of Prague, Abraham ben Abigdor, the men of 

Horowitz later went back on their word. They even surrounded the house in 

which the intercessor was lodging and threatened him with violence. This act• 

ion and the contention which still persisted must have done much to dull the 

honor of the intercessor in the opinions of the King and princes and in time 

caused evil to fall upon every Jew in that country for about eieht years 

after this event a decree waR issued ordering the complete expulsion of the 
?Q 

Jews from Bohemia. 

But the intercessor did not harbor any h:'l.tred againd these J!"ws of 

Bohemia and still wished them well. In refeorence to this unfortunate occurr.-



30 
ence he recorded in his "Ml"moirs"a 

"In 1534 confusion and contention arose betvireen the community of Prague 

and the men of Horowitz and of other plaeea until tv10 parties arose against 

each other in the rest of the communities in Bohemia. Then the rabbis of 

Posen and of Gennany eomrnunieated with each other in order to render their 

opinion alike and to place all the matters of contention before mt=1n of truth. 
I 
\._/ 

Then it W~!$ decired tq_. select ;the rt=1nowned Rabbi Abraham ben Abigdo£ 1 I_Ipgr;i 
-r; i t~f J~ ' (,, J +,. 

me, devolved th0 duty of making fence! and of arrn.nging the resolutions. At 

the request of t!1e rabbis and with their permission, after many trials I 

came to the great city to co-operate with the Gaon. We r!"solved 3.nd arranged 

twenty .. three excellent and acceptable resolutions which it pleased them as 

well as the people of Horowitz to agree to and to sign. Altogether more than 

four hundred men signed this resolution. Nevertheless, while I w~s still in 

the vicinity, the enemy gave evidence of his presence for there arose a man 

from Horowitz, Sheftal by name, who with his friends intended to hand me 

over to aesaail:ilae. I was forced to be on ID'/ guard in the cit~· of Prague three 
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times to defend myself. The entire assembly sided with me and with thE' help 

of God l was discharged an innocent man, free from the h3.nds of the devour

ing lions. But with all that there came people who at first glance seemed to 

be men of understanding. Yet they sided with the disturbing element to my 

hurt. :-reverthelese, truth finds its way for there l=l.ppearf'd nutstanding men 
• 32 

from ~very side, Italian and Austrian, to assume the garb of zealots of 

t.he. Lord of Hosts to defend rny honor and t.o fight. my battles in r::-coenition 

of all the blH~ings [vhich I hiid bestowed ?] as they are written in that 

book. And t~e qu~rrels which were investigated and which caused so rnueh grief 

the people of Horowitz were really th~ c~use for Jacob's [Ierael's] 



oppression, bee3.use of our great sins of destruction and not construction 

as is evidenced by tribulation q,fter tribub.tion. May the holy one forgive 

them q,nd their great dns. So may it be. Amen." 

With the closing words, that becA.use of the quarrels 'Jacob' became an 

object of persecution, the intercessor hints at and refers to the expul~ion 

from Bohemia ano Prague in 1452 to which we will have occasion to refer. 
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3. Feilchenfeld, Josel p.55ff for the cau~0 for the journey and the journey 
it self. 
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CHA??lt:R SETI:N 

We have already called attention to the faet in preceding chapters 

th,:tt in the hatred which the Germans harbored against the Jews no differ--

ence is to be noted between Catholics and Protestants. And we have alMO 

eeen that, whether the intercessor was successful or not, Josel always was 

received in the courts of the Catholic princes of Germany, that he vras con-. 

tinually apnroaehing them and, in the main, was favorably received by them. 

But inestimably ·more difficult was the task of the intercessor in the Ger .. 

rnan eountries which were ruled by Protestant princes. 

Josel was opposed to the leader of the Pr~stant rl"formation, his folewJ:> 

leagues and disciplee. The intercessor had already reached middle age and 

he realized that this new movement in Christianity not only would not bring 

any relief to the distressed and oppressed Jews but would increase their 

troubles ~nd suffl"ring, for the Protestant leaders were mote fanatical than 
1 

the Catholics • 

. Trouble l\rose in the north, in Saxony, the land of Luther's birth. In 
2 

1537 some iniquitous J~ws were found there. The ruler of Saxony, Eleeto~ 

John Frederick (153? ... 1554), anladherent of Luther, instead of reprimand~ng 

and punishing the~criminals according to the degree of their crime, hearkened ,, 

to the advice of his teacher Martin Luther and issued an order expelling the 
3 . 

Jews from the provinee. Any found in it would be sevl"rely punished. Because 

of this expulsi'on a great danger was imminent for all the other Jews dwelling 

in countries ruled by Protestant princPs for it was known that Elector John 

FrPderiek had first consulted Luther and then had acted upon his adviee. Nor 

was Luther content with giving advice to nobility but he published books 

and pamphlets and even delivered sermons to the nativeR in whieh he advocated 
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4 
the alternative of death or exile for the Jews. 

Again the r:~.bbis and lay leaders convEned at F'rankfort, whieh, ineident .. 

ally, was the stronghold of Protestantism. By a eoncensus of opinion Josel 

was eummoned and was given full authority to journey to the province of 
5 

S~xony, then called Meissen, and there present himself before the Elector 
6 

and Luther whose influencP would be able to arrest theee persecutions. In 

order to provide himself with letters of recommendation, the intercessor went 

to Strasbour~' the capital of Alsace, and requested sueh rrocuments from the 

ei ty Council as well as from the Lutheran pastorl:'I who were known to be pillare 
7 

of Protestantism} Wolfgang Capito and Butzer. Hie request was granted and 

the Strasbourg council gave him a letter of introduction to Elector John Fred" 

erick in whieh they are fulsome in their praise of him. They said that he was 

an upright Jew who guarded with honesty and zeal the interests of his fellow 
8 

Jews. They quoted Paul's epistle to the Romans in •Nhieh it is urged that the 

Jews be pitied since they are the tree which bears the olives from which the 

oil used to illumine religion on earth :i~ crushed. Thus they urged the 
9 

ElPetor to grant Josel an audience and to fulfill his request. 

In addition, the first of the two Protestant scholars previously men---

tioned, the pious and popular Capito, also gave him a letter of introduction 

to Luther, in which the p11stor said that Butzer concurred with him in this 

plan of saving the Jews of Saxony but could not \••rite since he was preparing 
10 

to leave for Basel. He, too, wrote f'lvorably of Josel "one of the most 
11 

pious among the JE>ws •••• with a very good :reputation whom the Jews consider 

their patron" and drgt!d that despite the crimes of certain vagabond Jews, 

wh&1hali"lilready been publiely punished, the Jews as a group should not be 

pairited9dCapito 's letter, dated April 26, 1537, kind and sympathetic, ?!equt"sted 



that mercy be shown to all of Jewry. 

The intere1>.ssor, relying on theee letters, hopefully left for Saxony 

and after many trials he reached Wittenburg, in which Luther dwelt. Josel 

was soon convinc.-.d th~.t Luther hn.d ehanged his earlier attitude toward the 
12 

Jews during the time in which he hl'l.d written the p9.mphlet "That the Author 
13 

of the New Testq)!lent was a Jew: At first Luther refueed to have ~nything 

to do with the Parnas and M"l.nhig of the German Jev:l!I !lnd it was only after 

the intercessor had repeatedly petitioned and begged in letters to him that 

the priel!lt replied in a bitter letter in rhieh he said that sinee he held 

his friend, the good and prudent Jew Josel of Rosheim, in high esteem he 

v.ould revM1.l his thoughts and admit as truth thr,,t whereas he was formerly 

merciful to the Jews and wrote in their behalf, saying good things about them, 

now he was convinced that he had accorded kindness to those who were not 

worthy of t11y!!!pathy or mercy since they were ungrateful and had repaid him poor .. 

ly for his goodness. In his dealing mercifully with the Jewe he had not in• 

+ended to strengthen them in their error and perverseness. A.nd now, since 

they refused to recognize the revelation of the New Testament, he intended 

to write an indictment of the accursed Jews who had put ~im to shiune anrl had 

nut his hont>. of seeing them join the Christian Church to naught. Not only 

,~,rr 

I 

; 

would he not say anything in behalf of t.he Jevrl!! to the Elector John Freder- I' 
ick but he would advise him to deal with them as refractory and rebellious 

14 
neople should be treat~rl. 

Apparently the intereessor was not able to obtain an audience with the 

ruler of Saxony. Even if he had he could not have honed to receive any 

fa.vore from him after wft&t Luther hl'\.d written to him. Yet, dl"l'!nite all this, 

the intercesl'!or did not rel~nquish his hope for he definitely decided to 



lay the matter b~fore the Elector of Saxony when the latter would come to 

Frankfort all Main to attend the Diet of German LutherR.n nrincee which w~~ to 

be held in 1538 nnd at which the three political pillars of the Protestant 

Church were to meet, the Elector of Saxony, Landgrave Philio of Hesse and 

Jo'iehim II of Brandenburg (Prussia). They were the rulers who first gave polit ... 
·15 

ical assistance to Lutheranism in Germany through the Schmalkaldie League. 

In th6 meantime Luther was carrying out his promiAe. In 1538 he published 

his tract 1!i tled "A Letter Against Those Who Keen the Sabbathr By a Good 

Friend". In it he exnressed his contempt for all those Jews who had refused 
111 

to join his cause. During the fall of that year Butzer, his colleague, who, 
17 

as we have seen, was well dispos~d to the Jews, came from Strasbourg and 

visited with him. And under Luther's influence his friendly attitude, too, 

changed to bitter hatred; now the Jews could only rely on the friendly attitude 

of the scholarly Capito. 

An event which was to give Butzer the opportunity of revealing his opnos-

ition to the Jews soon occurred. The Landgrave Philip of Hesse was un~que among 

the Protestant nobles in that he did not completely agree with Luther. Al• 

though he had fought against the Catholic Emperor he was far from a fanatic 

and was more inclined toward Zwingli than to Luther. At that time the coun-

cillors of Hesse protested to Philin about the Jews and drew un a list of 

regulations according to which they would permit the Jews to remain in that 
18 19 

land. According to their proposals 

1. The Jews were to be permitted to engage in business wherever there 

were no Christian traders nor craft euilds. 

2. Their business was to be honest. 

~. They were probibit~d from taking interest by thrmaelveR but if they 



lent money to Christi~ns the native parliaments would determine the 

amount of interest. 

4. They would select chiefs from among their number to punish their 

transgressors aeeording to their laws. 

5. The tax "Coin of Protection" [Schut zofennig] was to be plaeed upon 

the Jews for the benefit of the faithful ruler of the province. 

6. They were to be forced to listen to sermons [of Christian. preachers in 

their churches]. 

7. They were to dispute with them regarding religious matters. 

This liberal proposal Landgrave Philip placed before Butzer and six other 
?n 

pastors in Hesse and asked that they express their opinions. These orea.chers 

of a gospel of love Rnd mercy difitfed in their plan from the burghers. They 

held th~_t it would be beneficial to the entire realm were all of its inhabitants 

of one religion and thus they jystified the rulers who had expelled the Jews 

from th~ir lands. However,if Philin had already decided to permit the Jews to 

remain in his territory, they, in their turn would reouire of him th1t he grant 
21 

the Jews that favor only on the following conditionsa 

1. They will be prohibited from building any new synagogue"• 

?. They will be required to take an oath to observe only the comnnnd-

ments of the Bible, not those of the Talmud or later rabbinic 

decisions. 

~. They will be prohibited not only from pr.aeticing usury but also from 

t~king part in industry, the trades and the crafts. 

4. Their work will be to plow the fields, raise the earthworks, dig lime, 

''-'Ork with clay and bricks: to be chimney sweeps, to elean tailet111 

and to dress 1orpses. 



But thta. L<l.11dgrave did not agrt>9. with them and in a. heated letter he 

announced his refusal to accept their plans. The only question '''hich they would 

have to answer was whether they would expel the Jewl!! or permit them to remain 

and live as civil1"zed e l• p.op "• 

The proposals of the priests and the Landgrave 's answer were published, 

apparently through the Jews or at their reouest that the general community 

might b~ informed and might judge between the just ruler and the over-zealous 
22 

f~.natieal priests. 

Meanwhile the Prot!'stant rulers were convened in Fre.nkfort to decide on 

their reaction to the invitation extended to them by Pope Paul III to take nart 

in the ecc!esia!tical assembly which was proposed to be held in thP- city of 

Trent. The Elector of Saxony, the Landgrave of Hesse and the Elector of Branden-

burg were the leaders of this assembly and to it came Josel. 

We h~ve already had occasion to mention Joachim II (1535-1571) of Branden~ 

burg. His father, Joachim I, had remained a faithful Catholic until his death 

in 1535 and he "'iimself was very cautious in his actions. Although he accepted 

the'new revelation' and sponsored it in his own province, he ~as far from being 

a. fanatie. 

During tht> assembly at Frankfort, when Butzer met with Josel, questions 

led to important debates in the presence of the nobles whose custom it then 

was to concern themselves not only with political but '1.lso with theological 

problems and to d€ cide betwPoen the disputants. Thought fully and with de ... 
23 

liberateneas the interces~or disputed with Butzer regarding the abusive 

book which the latter had written against the Jew111. From the Pentateuch, from 

the Prophets and even from the New Testament Josel brought evidence to prove 

that the miseion of the rightl'!oue priests of the religion of mercy and love 



ehould be to bring peace into the world while Butzer's book w,._ .. written to 

arouse hatred and to destroy the finer aualities of mankind. Thus did the 

interces~or e"eak to the rulers and the noblest 

non the road which leads to the city of Frankfort some Christian m~n 

attacked a "oor Jew, smote him and robbed him of all which he had, and while 

they were perpetrating this crime, they SR.id, "Look now, Jew ! Read what is 

written in this book and see how the scholarly priest Butzer gives us permission 
24 

to take from you, Jews, wealth and after that, life." 

In the heat of the debate, when the attention of the assembly was turned 

to blood accusations and desecrations of the host, the intercessor found an 

opportunity to show the innocense of the Jews reg:irding these charges. In an 
25 

earlier chapter 
26 

we noted the event as it is recorded in the intercessor's 

"Uemoirs" • There we are informed of the burning of thirty-six Jewe, men and 

women, in the square of Berlin because of a false accusation ·that the Jews 

had taken holy bread from a thief whom they had hired to do this work th:d he 

might be ~ccused of deeeerating the holy objeetR of Christianity. 
27 

About thirty years had nassed since the time of that horrible event when 

in the presence of those assembled at Frankfort the innocence and riehteousness 

of those who had been martyred was revealed. We can deduce from thf'! generalities 

of the account that Josel made use of these facts to east light on that horrible 

murder. 
28 

During the ~ssembly in Frankfort the eminent. ~cholar Philip Mellanc"thon, 
29 

who was known as the "Preceptor of the German P£>ople", tP.stified that in 

Wittenburg there could be found an old Lutheran prief!t who had formerly been 

a Catholic. In the presence of MelanJlthon, Butzer and others 
30 

he had written 

a confession. Twenty-nine yearr: before thirty-six JP:ws had beAn broue;ht. from 



various cities in the province of Brandenburg to Berlin and placed in prison. 

All the Jews suffered because of one Jew who, it was charged, had seen the 

happPning. The prisoners Vvere severely tortured and bec"l.use of the punishments 

some of thE"-m admi t+.ed the crime which they had not cornnitt.ed and they WE' re all 

eondemned to die by burning. The bishop then sent this priest, Izibyos Niger, ,......____,_,-,., __ . 
to thf"m to urge thf"m to conv!"rt, but except for two who aceeptE"-d baptism and 

whose punishment was made lighter whereby they died by decapitation they would 

not listen to him. The night preceding the execution of the prisoners, a wit~ 

ness earn€' to this priest and besought him to permit him to confess his sins. 

In his confession he admitted that he had testified falsely and that his soul 

had had no rest bE'cause of pangs of conscience for he felt that he was the 

murderer of thirty siK innocent people. According to the laws of Catholicism, 

the priest wa~ forbidden to reveal the confession to any one except the bish .. 

op. On that same night the priest went to the bishop's home, awakened him and 

told him all that he had heard from the false witness and begged of him per~ 

mission to reveal this confession to the judges and to the Elector (Joac~im I). 

But the bishop withheld permission and the thirty F.ix Jews were martyred. From 

t.hen on thf" priest knew no peace and when the Reform8.tion broke out. these feel• 

• 

ings of unrest were the cause of his forsaking Catholicism and accepting Luthez-,-. 

anism. He gave the confession to MelanAhon and his friends proving that he 

who had accused t.he Jf'!ws was a thief and that he had stolen the holy vessels. 

He feared th<tt he would be arrested and he therefore invented the story that 

the Jews had desecrated the holy objects. This story and the clarification of 

the event by Ml"l<J.nd'thon disturbf"d the nobleimen who were in session and espec.-

ially .ToA.chim II whose father, the Eleetor of Brandenburg before him, had 

condemned th~se men to death. Josel's worde then influenced this ruler to 



·31 
be graeious to the Jews and he permitt~d them to resettle in his land. 

However, upon thl.'! Elector of Saxony, John Frederick, who was under. 

Luther's thumb, this story m~de no lasting impression; nor did Butzer •on•k 
sider the implications of the occurrence important for he continued preach

ing aeeusations ag~inst the Jews. Not so with the Elector of Brandenburg and 

the Landgrave of Heese. The former, Joachim II, from then on was ~ell dis-

posed to the Jews and maintained a Jew, Leopold, as his physician and finan-
32 

tier. The L3.Ildgrave Philip, for his part, prolonged the time that the Jew~ 
33 

might sojourn in Hesse according to the conditions mentioned above. 

Butzer saw how thl" JewiRh position had bel"n improved and to counteract this 
34 

movement ciublished an abusive namphlet "About the Jews" in which, among 

oth~r thing~ he indicates the dittpute between him and Josel. The pamplet was 

included within thl'l e.'!.lumnious literature which Luther broadcast from time 

to time thus poisoning the German mind ~gainst the Jews. 

Thi" entire incident is verified and corroborated in the "Letter of Com .. 
35 

fort ulblljiT J1)A~ ]"which Josel wrote at that time to explain the oecurrence. 

Likewise these facts find supnort in the general histories dealing with that 
36 37 

period al! well as in the intercessor's "Memoirs" where he stated brieflya 
1:. '· ' l ' '. i . .1 

"In 1537 Elector John Frederick of Saxony c'UTle to expel us' and not to 

permit the Jews in his province becauM of the priest Martin Luther (may his 

body 1tnd soul be bound up wit.h Gehinnom) who published abusive book!! and 

who said •He who helps the Jews lose!! his hope ([as borne out]by the many 

.-·· storie~ of conversions of nobles A.nd eom'.llone.rs) until there is hardly any 

existence rem~ining for the haters of Isr~e1.• With the consent of our 
38' 

rabbi~ I received exceptional letters from the leA.ding men of Stral!!bourg • 
39 

I then "'ent up to the province of Meissen and Thuringia. to eeek an inter .. 
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view with the ruler of Saxony but. I was not 'lble to ehow [th" letters to 

him] until he eame to the city of Frankfort with the other noblf"s, among 

whom was the Elect6~ of Brandtburg who intended to expf"l all the Jews. But 

·~ by a metamorphosis and bf"e~uM of th!" deb<ttf"s which I conduetf"d in the ore-

sence of many scholars, the wisest of the peonle, arguing that the words of 

(rv. .· our holy Scriptures were not in aeeord with'those of Luther, Butzer and t.heir 

1t€l 11 
41 

·· ·co f"ague s until they agreed regarding the blessings. And thf"re a great 
. ' /, 

.. 

' ! miracle was done for us for its was revealed and 1!18.de known pub lilly in the 

presence of Elector Joaehim [II] that ~11 those men who h~d been burnt during 
4? 

~ the life of his father in 1510, thirty-eight souls of Israel, who had been 

" J burnt on the evidence of a-liar and evil perjurer, were innocent, for the 
J~ 

·thief had already acknowl!'dged his deceit but an a.dvE:rsary, an enemy, thfll 
,f' 

., i 

bishop, comm~nded the priest not to tell the confession of the thief to the 

Elf"ctor. Therefore th!" Electors changf"d their minds about expelling the Jews 
} 

and until this day Eleetor Joachim II has maintained this oolicy. But [the 

' /. Elector of] Saxony broke his oromise and harmed us exoeedingly and for it wafl 
; : ' l 43 

•<./ 

country punished. Blessed be God who avenges His people~. 

Yet, alt.hough Joeel thus publicly emphasized Jewry's innocence of these 

charges, the opponents of Judaism eontinued their attacks. The Lutheran 

priest!, and espcei~lly Butzf"r, the oldest and most zealous of the Protest-

ants, increased th~ir calmunies in order to aroase more bitter hatred. In a 

new edition of tne defamatory pamphlet,about which we have already written, 

published on May 10, 1539, Butzer added some n~w a~eusations and, in the 

name of Luther, called upon the ~~rman people to exp~l the Jf"we from their 
44 

Empire. Despite the fact that the Landgrave of Hesse paid no attention to 
45 

this and showed his sympathy to the Jews, the attacked people feared le~t 



they be destroyed. In df"speration thf"y turned to the intercessor who bestirred 

himself to do the only thing which he could do, to answer the accusations of 

Butur and to prove thl'm false by publishing a pamphlet. This tract, written 

in Pebrew a.nd titled "The Letter of GoMfort" was published primarily for the 

Jews of Hesse. Copiee of it wen Sf"nt to all the Jevrish communities in that 
46 

principality to be read in the syn<tgogue on every Sabbath of the year. 

In brief the letter contained the answers which the int~rcessor made to 

Butzer's accusations; an account of the criminalt deeds of which the Jews 

were accused; words of rebuke to the Jews urging them to keep themselves aloof 

from fraud and dishoneety in their business dealings with Christil'tns and from 

everything that would cause a desecration of God's narneJ disapproval of the 

usurers who made fortunes contrary to law; and \'.'ords of comfort saying ~hat 

the deliverer of Israel was soon to eome and its righteousness revealed. He 

knew that it v:as impossible to prohibit t.hl'" Jew1w from lenriing money on interest 

~rt~r all other means of gaining a livelihbod in crafts and arts had been 

closed to them, but he sought to have thl'm take low rates of interest so as not 

to handicap business. 

The intercessor, always nra11:tie~.1, realized thti.t scarcely would the con-

tents of thh booklet b!'come known to the Christians than they would find 

new aeeusations to make against the Jews, chRrgins that th~y reviled the 

Christian counci~s and said sh"'111eful things about Jesus, the Apostles and 
47 

the Luther1ns even wit. hin thii::; new brochure. He therefore quickly tr~nslated 

the booklet from Hebr~w into German in order to eonvinee the Christians [and 

perhaps also for use by the Jews who did not know H~brew J that it was not 

intended to off~nd any man or his f~jth but to protret his frllow Jews and to 

support +.hem in this time of trouble. He sent the letter with a G~rm<i.n trf:l.ns-



lation to the couneillors of Strasbourg begging them to read it and ~ivrn him 

an athstation that there was nothing in it derogatory to the lead"° of Prot-
48 

estantisrn nor to his eolleague ~nd disciples. In 1541 Josel sent the bro-

ehure in Hebrew and German, ~ith the letter of request to the prinees of the 

council, to the eeeret~ry of that body. 

Joeel ~s original brochure does not exist even in m3.nuseript; and of the 

GerMan translation which was made only fr~grn'"nte of a resum~ and the letter of 

Jos~l to the Council of Strasbourg and its reply h~ve been found. The contents 
49 

of the booklet appear to be 1 

1. Stren.~thening the Jewe in the principality of Heese. In thl" introduction 

the intereessor explains the events which caused him to write this booklet, 

saying that the Jews of Hesse v·rote to !'lim in reference to the proposition 
50 

of Butzer that the Jews should bro forced to listen to the serl"lone of the 

orieste in their churches so that they ~ould be thereby influeneed to join 

the Christian Church. The .Tews suffered pangs of conseienee because of this 

~inee they had gone to the ehurehes and heard the sermons of th~ priests who 

had advised tloiem to free the"llrelvt"s from their troubles by acet"ptiilg baptism. 

And 1R;ain he v.ro"te how the pious and wise Meb.nAhon had succeeded in ~rovin~ 

the innosen•e of the thirty six Jews who had been martyred in Berlin in 1510. 

2. He explained that the Jev.rs should r"'fust" to enter into disputation 

;•.'ith the adherents of other rcligionl!I, l"!speeially viith the prieetB; they should 

reply only when asked questions by the rulers. The7should ~nswer properly 

aeeording to llalaehi, "For I the Lord ehangl" not; and ye, 0 Son3 of J,'l.eob are 
51 

not consumed", "Remel!lbl"!r ye the law of 1Iost"s my servn.nt, which I have eom
- 52 

manded unto him in Horeb for all IPrael, even statutee and ordin,ncee." 

3. Hio 'lga.in' exhorted his pioople regarding the lionding of money on interest 



and explained that even the Bible said "to the gentiles you may lend". Yet 

the r~bbis of the Talmud prohibited even the lending of money to gentiles on 
·53 

interest and would permit only "in ordPr to make a living" and to scholars. 

And i,tPly, ~in~~ in 3ermany th~ Jews were denied the privilege of pursuing 

the work of eraftsrnen or arti sa.m1, lending on intereet was thl" only wa.y of 

"~aking a living". Yet he warned them to be cautious eo ae not to desecrate 

God's nwe lest they be fr"ludulent a.nd the rest of Jewry be punished because 

of them. 

4. The intereessor warned his people that they should be quiet and meek, 

content with little, <tnd rl"fUst" to mix with the natives. In the name of Isaiah 

he rept"at.ed to them "Go, my people, into your rooms; close the doors after 

you until tht" r:lt;e hae passed over". 

5. He comrn:;i.nded thl"rn to pray for the peae'." of the eount·ry and for the 

government of the province th'lt it might remove the disgrase of those who 

prof3.ned the prayE\rs of Israel and aceuseod the Jews of having prayers whieh 

cursed and abused Christianity ~nd Jesus. He again recorded the disputation 

which hi" had hs.d with the apostatl!! M.arg;'lrita who also had made charges against 

the pr~.y!"rR of Isr'l!"l. He wrote how he had defeated him in thr debate on the 

Holy Seri,tures by making use of the prayers of Dqniel since no mrntion is 

m'ld"" there of I~rael's h'ltred for other n'ltions and how Jt"rerniah, too, had 

commanded the people to pr3.y for the peaee of the rity to which they h'ld. been 

exiled. In warning hi~ people to refrain from disputations with the priests 

of other rl"ligions he quoted the v:ords of Wicah, "Let ea.eh man go in the 

narne of his God". 

~rot loni; n.fte r Jost'!l ~.g!!l.in· set out to reply to t ho~e who seoffed at the 

Jewish mn.nnl"r of life. Luther, ·who, as we have noted, had already show'-"d 



signs of his ha~red ~o Israel now, in 1543, expres~ed it in an abusive book 
·54 

int.ended to arouse anger ".nd hatred, "About the Jews and Their Lies", and in 
55 

the same year another def-uni.tory pamphlet "About the Ineffable Name" to 

whieh we h'-'tve 3.lready referred. The intere:es~or saw the great harm which the 

cont~nt.s of these books eould eau~e to the Jf'ws of Protestant eount.riee as 

well as those of his native Alsaee. Hence, he sent a letter to the leaders 

of t.he Strasbourg council requesting thPm not to permit these books to cir-
56 

culate in the capital eity nor in the o~her cities oft.he province. In it 

he expresMd the hope that he himself would answer the charges of Luther and 

refute dl his accusations and lies as he had done with the anost1'.te Margarih. 

before Emperor Charles V and the Diet of Augsburg. Yet he feared that the 

fanaticism of the mob would be 1t.roused and that in their hatred thPV would 

harm the- Jews who, auording to th,.ir oronhet and prttAt, Luther, were the 

objects of the anger of the Lord. On the same day that this letter came to 

the _,uncillors of Strasbourg a renort reached them that the Prot•Rti:i.nt UT'eit.ch .. 

er of the eity of Hochfeld had already expounded Luther's plan to exterminate 
57 

the Jews in his church. This event convinced the councillors thqt the-y 

did not wish to hearken to the Protestant le!lder. Their answer to Josel '\"las 

that they would examine Luther's books and if they found any calUJ1Jnies in 

them they would not permit them to be printed or circulated in Alsace and that 

the preacheri:i would be warned not to preach abusive i'l.nd hateful sermons against 
58 

the Jev.·s. Aga_in in that same year Josel sent !lnother lP.tter to the couneil 
·59 

of Strasbourg in reference to Luther's book "About the Ineffable Name", in 

which, in general' the intercessor nroved thnt even the gre~t scholar Capito, 

who Wl'lS held in high e-st.ef'l111 by thl" All'!!ltians and who had died in 1541, admitted 

th!lt he had rP-ad the T~lmud, its commentaries and all the prayere of Israel 

yet had not found in them one thi'ng d~rogatory to J ~ eeu~. He useA Bsripture• 



to aupport his reaueet tha.t the nobility intercede in beh3.lf of the Jews 

tefore the rulers of Saxony and Hesse because God had shown merey to the 
6n 61 

r~belliou3 and refraetor;· Jews as Iea.i!lh and Zechariah had reeorded. 

Jo3el'F intercession wa~ not sueeessful. The Strasbourg councillors an-

swered his petition in an unsatisfactory mR.nner when they advised him to turn 

his reqt:Fst over to the governor of the province in Haguenau and to the Eleetor 

of Brandenburg. We do not know what the intercessor did after that or \'.rhethf"r 
6?. 

he was succes~ful. 

Thus f~r we h~ve be~n interested in the intercessory activities of Josel 

before dukes, nobles and councillors of the eities and princes of the Protest-

ant countries. It is true, in the main, th~.t his intercession bore no fruits. 

Howl"Ver, the faet thqt one Jew, who, according to the laws of the Empire, wa.111 

no better than hie brethren, who, bereft of all law, were distressed and ravaged, 

was willing to journey from principality to principality in order to prove the 

dishonesty and fall!leness of Luther, who then ruled through his relir,ion and 

whose words were regarded as commands by hif'I adherents, this noint of view alone 

should show us the strength of the intercessor's courage and his self-effaee-

rnent in order to fulfill his mission B.8 redeemer and protagonist of his crushed 

neonle. 

A••ording to the presentation of the events in this Ghapter, we see how 

great was the hatrF.d, how $trong the fanaticism of the leadere of the Re

formation in Germany and how they prevented the intercessor's activities from 

being ~ueeessful. More effeetive than in this area was the work of Joeel in 

the courts of the Catholic potentate• and esnecially in th".! eourt of Emperor 

Charles V who ret!'lin1'd his attachment. and friendRhin with JoPel all the days 

of the intercessor•e life and even caused them to be continued with his sons 
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a• we know from the evidense contained in the letters which ha.VP com!" dovni to 

ua signed and sealed by that -on h "' arc • 
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CH A.PTE.H. t:I GHT 

During the ten year interval betw~en 1530, at the conclusion of the 

Diet of Augsburg, and 1541 we found Joael occupied with affairs that con

terned themselves with all of Jewry in Gflrmany. He sought to obtain privileges 

from the El1'lperor and tried to remov!'.! enemies and dishnneet men from within 

the Je1dsh group ny an internal reformation. He attempted to show clearly that 

innocent and righteous Jews had been killed because of false blood a.eeusations; 

he took pains to ineline the Protestant rulers toward the Jews who were to be 

found in the lands under t~eir suzerainty. But despite all this his interest 

in the individual eomnunities within his native Alsace did not eease; ig most 

of the principalities of r-out.hern Gerqny he interceded with the stern, hnatic .. 

itl couneillors who hated the Jew8 and \•ere envious of their ineomes. The quarr .. 

els between these petty perMcutors and the Jews were always numerous. It was 

therefore necessary for the intercessor to appear continually in the courts of 

justice and it. devolved upon him to come before the higher courts and even be" 

fore Emperor Charlee v, King Ff"rdina.nd and various nobles in protest against 

the oppression and subjection imposed on the Jewe. 

It ~ould bP difficult to explain individually all the events which 

affegt.i:od every Jew in Germany. Yd it 1vou~d be impossible to neglect them efl.. 

tirely. It iF therefore int.ended to indicate the history of the Jews and of 

their intere~ssor Josel in ~ short account of important Avente arranged not 

chronologically" but ge-ogr•1phically. 

Strasbourg 

.Tosel usu"l.lly found favor in the eouneil of Str<.tsbourg. In the preceding 

chapter we noted at length that he had obtained a letter of rPeo!!lrnendation 



from thR.t body for the Eleetor of Sll.xony. Hovever, often bf'fore and aftf'r this 

did he Rppl"ar there for hif rela.tions with them were fairly nuMerous. His 

first contaet with them, perhaps, was in 1512. Since he used to come to that 

eity on questions relative to hi!': functions hi" beoli"'v"'d thr1.t he was able to 

avoid paying thr t~x which thP city eouncil had plaeed upon elleh Je~ ~ho en-

tered thP ei ty. But th!" mRgistratt" \'1ould not agre-e to t-xempt him and in 1512, 
·1 

v.rhen he v:as lrrestl"d for a seeond time, hf' v.'as eondemned to pay a fine. Dur-

inr; the PeRsants' War he approached ther. many timl"e becging proteetion for the 
2 

Jews in Alsace. Stras~urg served genrrally ae a refuge for the Jews of the 

neighborhood gnd in 1534, when Alsaee was overrun v:ith troops rejoin;i:ng;~either 

the French army or that of Charles v, in a. letter dated May 3, Josel, after 

hq,ving ree11lled that on a previout>; oceasion, whl"n rumors of V!ar were current, 

the souneil had ordered t.he JPws to re.tire to th!" city, asked the s~me favor, 

Ali:;ace then being eubmergiiid by a mass of troops and the Je-ws beins obliged to 

procure protection to safeguard theillselves from dangl"r. Hie request was later 

fa.vorably rl".eeived and, after June, Josel and his f':lmily, with other Alsatian 
3 

J!"'!'s, were permitted to +.11kP r~fuge in Str11sbourg. 

Josel appl"ared in eonneetion with a number of relir;iour, questions in whi¢h 

the eit.y of Strasbourg v•as 111ore or less interested. A Jew of Wingersheim had 

been killed during the winter of 1533-1534 and the aseaeein had been impriso~ed. 

His condemnR.tion would hav~ been as disquieting to thl" Jews as his acquittal. 

Josel therefore begged the authorities of Strasbourg to arbitrate the matter 

and ht offt"red to be ·unone; those to consider it. His proposal was accepted and 

on M"l.y 27, 1534 he received an invitation to eome to Strasbourg om June 2 with 

some members of the family of the m:i.n who had been killed in order to be 

present with the other appointed arbiters in his eap~city of leader of the Jews. 



A letter of safe conduct was given him to this effeet by the provost Conrad 

Althoffen so that he, with those w'ho aeeompanied him, eouln be exempted froJn 

paying the entranse tax and that he might remain in the eity as long as ne-
4 

ee ssa.ry. Nothing furthf'!r is knov:n ~.hout. this. 

Sinee Strasbourg was B. free eity, it was not subject to any foreign juris

dietion, not e..,tsn th"J.t of th!"' Emperor. Tht" Impt"rial privill"!ges :oomf"timee eon• 

flieted ·dt.h those of the city and the council kept zealom11 '9rateh to preserve 

itt11 prerogatives. On June 23, 1534 they 11rrote to Jo~!'!l complaining that the 

Jews had reeourse to tribunal~ other than those of the city, some going even 

to the Imperial court in Rothweil. Because of this Jose! wrote a cireular on 

this subject to the Je~s of the ~rovince on June 25, 1534, ordering thtm to 
5 ~ 

cease this practice. But in spite of this a Jew Samuel of Aspach cited a 

Mr. Claus before the eourt at Rothvreil and a Jewese, Bluemel of Hochfeld erred 

in the sa.n1e way. The ei ty of Straebourg did not fail to complain torJosel who 

hastl"!ned to obtain the stoppage of the suit. But the affair dragged on until 

the council of Strasbourg thre~tened to prohibit all the Jewe from entering 

the city ~.nd forbidding 1'.11 the inhabitante from having r:i.ny relA.tions with 

them. Not knowing what to do, Jose! convened a meeting of the repreeentative-e 

of the Jews of H'\guenau a.nd discussed mean!'! of termin~ting this ~onfliet '"ith 

them. An ~greement wae reached between thP city and the Jews and approved by 

the council. Authorized copiee were mR.de a.nd,sta.mped with the seal of the city, 

giving them more authority, were sent to each of the colrl"1unitiee of Lower Al .. 
6 

3ace on July 17, 1536. 

Josel had aleo addre~sed copies of the docwnent to the leadere of the Jew-

i~h communities in Upper Alsace but since they had scareely any relations with 

the Straabourgi~n3 they did not feel the neces~ity of a~cepting the agreemFnt. 
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7 
However, in 1542, some Jews of Upper Alsace came as repre~entatives of the 

Jews of t.h~t district to s.iik the city to enter into a like agreement with them. 

On July 3, 1543 the magistrate consented if they would first obtain Josel's 

approval. The latter approved the agreem~nt and affixed his seal to it on July 
8 

17, 1543. 

In 1545 Er~.smu!'!, bishop of Str~sbourg, reeeived a privilege from Ch~.rlE"I'! 
9 

V whereby th~ Jews were not to lend money to anyone under the bishop's juris-

diction without "luthorixation, nor were they to buy any mortgages. A fine of 

twenty gold m"lrk!'I was to be paid by any Jew disobeying this edht. Jose! ie 

silent about thit> in hie "Memoir!" nor doe! it appear that he did anything about 

it. 

Colmar 

}!.ore difficult for the intercessor were his dealing!'! with the burgh~rs 

of Colmar. As early as 1507 they had sent a representative to Emperor Ma•imil• 
10 

i~n I reque~ting him to permit them to exnel the Jews. Finally, as we have 

already mentioned elsewhere, 

11 
wrl.ssion to expel the Jews. 

on January 22, 1510, the Emperor granted them per-

The Jev,·~ irmnediatl'lly received the order to leave 
12 

the @ity ~fter Easter but later it was extended to St. George's Day of 1511 
13 

and then postponed again for another year. 
14 

Diffi•ultiee regardins their 

~emetery arose but they were finally expelled on S:j. George' l!I Day of 1512 
. 

and found r•fuge in nearby villages. But the expuleion wae not ~omplete and 
15 

bud ncss traffil!: b4'tween the Je'rs anri th'" Colmari~ns was not interrupted. The 

eity eouncil disa:pproved of this eon"!ler•e and suneeded in hqving Chllrlee V 

issue 1\n fl'dict at Augsburg on ,Tuly 29, 1530 v:her!"1:Jy the Jev:-s eould no longer 
16 

lend money there except on ~ovable objeet~• in ~~se of eontravention the 
17 

debt w~s to be fbfieid"'red nul and the •apital lMt without :itppral. Thie 



«lause, although it was most restrictiveii, s~ei:ied too liberal to the burgo-

maeter for on February 22, 1534, he had announced in the churche!'! thqt the in• 

habitants of Colmar were forbidden to give lodging to the Jewe under penalty 
18 

of losing t~eir burgher righte. Josel, for his own part, wae warned on the 

following March 19 to prevent his coreligionists, under his ordere, from •oming 
lCl 

to ba.rter at Colmar for they had two new grievancee against them; the Jews 

had introduced foreign money, principally that of Lorrain, into Colmar so that 

the national .currency was leaving the country and was being replaced with money 

of inferior vrtlue, and, furthermore, the Jews were abusing the privilege that 

had been granted theru of dealing in second hand geode and were also Ml ling new 
20 

clothes to thP" detrim"nt of the burgher merchants. The intercessor haetened 

to r~p1y three dayR later th~t ~fter Easter he would write to the Jews in the 

villages nearby and make the necessary remonstrances to them on behalf of the 
21 

•ity. In 1537 the same ~rohibition was again promulBated from the pulpit. 

faeanwhile the Jews continued to come to Colmar during the week. The city 

then sornpltlned to Emperor Charles V that despite the prohibitions made by 

Emperor Ivb.ximilian against the Jews living in Colmar they still appeared there 

not only on fair and market daye but also on other days of the week and brought 
22 

merchandise into the city. It sent representatives to the Emperor v:ho was 

then attending the Diet in Regensburg and from him, on April 11, 1541, reeeived 

a privilege whereby the Jews were henceforth prohibited from entering Colmar 
?.~ 

without individual written permission from the burgomaster even on market 

dayso The Jews, in their turn, petitioned Charles to be merciful to them and~ 

perhaps through the influ~nce of Josel, also obtained a privilege, on May 24, 

1544, iµ'flereby they would be. permitted to take their merchandise to fairs in 
?.4 

the cities. 



These two eontradict.ory ediets gave rise to dis3.greements between the 

Je,,·s n.nd t.lie city of Colmar and the latter, in order to terminate the affair, 

,rohibited its burghers, by a placard posted on October 4, 1544, from borrowing 

anything from the Jews and from doing business of any kind with them so that 
?5 

all excuses for coming to Colmar might be rE'moved. Josel appeared before 
!'5 ,q 

the Emperor in Augsburg and obtained from him privileges, on December 2~, 

1S47 for the Jews of Alsace as well as a nublic declaration from him that the 
.. 26 

Colmarians would not be permitted to prohibit the Jews from enterine that city. 

The nobles and councillor~of the city tried to influence the Emperor and to 

have him rescind the Jewish privileges since it. contradicted the edict of his 

grandfather Maximilian. Josel then took the suit to law and summoned the.city 

council to the highest court where the intercessor was declared innocent. The 
27 

law suit, however,continued many years after the death of iroeel. 

I! · / 

Landau (Bavaria) 

28 
In 1541 a decree v'as issued by the councillors of Landau expelling the 

Jews fro~ the city. Josel summoned the council before the governor of the. pro-

vince and a compromise was reached whereby judges would be chosen try the con~ 

sent of both sides. The Jews, although then vindicated and not expelled from 

the city, from then on were liable to persecution and expulsion. Neither as 

a group nor individu9.lly were they pf?.rmitted to enter ancl trade on market days. 

They even tried to imprison the Jews and the dispute came before the ruler of 

,Bavaria. The result is not clear but from the worse of Josel, found in his 
.. ! 2Q 

"Memoirs" we know that the Jews were then expelled from LA.nd13.u and from two 

other cities in the Rhine district. He records that "We v:ere driven out of 

Mainz, Esslingen and L<i.ndau" and adds that "all of it. is because of our 
J _,., ... ,,--



great sins. The generation is not proper to be lead in truth 11nd oerfection 

as our -rat hers v·ere lead as they have \Yri tten for us". From the sense of his 

words it appears th'.it the "great sins" were in business matters between the 

Jews and the Christians. Repeatedly he warns his fello\l.' Jews not to sin by 
30 

ta.king more than the recognized amount of interest. 

'. Turkheim 

,, 
In 1546 the city of TurkhPirn expelled the Jews. After thEy had protested 

to the ;:sovernor of the province and could get, not satisfg_ction, they turned to 
31 

the Emperor. l1e was '1.J'lrnable to their request and, on I.hy 31, 1546, sent, v:ord 

to the Count Palatine th~t he should protect them and force the burghers of 

Turkheim to comply with ~11 the clauses of the privileges granted in the Jews' 

behc>.lf in 1530. Yet the Emperor added that the Jev;.s, for thfir part, should be. 

prudent in their business dealings and in making loans lest they deal aishonest~ 
32 

ly with the Christians. 

The Count Palatine Frederick, kindly disposed to the> Jews, who, when he 

n1s governor of .Usace, had given them privileges on October 3, 1544, replied 

th"l.t up to that time no complaints had reached him from the Jews about this 

persecution. Yet he quickly fulfilled the commqnd of the Emperor and sent the 

latter's letter to the governmental secretary of Baguenau, in which di'Strict 

Turkheim was lqcated, orderi>'.1g him to ohey the edict and to rec':l.11 the .. Tews 

to the city. This \'1as a.ccomplistted through the intercession of Josel a i::hor time 
33 

before hii:: death. 

Obernai (Oberenheim, Obernau) 

•or his efforts not in be'i'.:tlf of all lff'lel but. ~or the indiYidual commun-



it.ies, his activities in behalf of the ~Tev·s of ObPrnai are also import'lnt. 

Like ~ scarlet th!read this intercession passes through Josel's c~reer from 

the beginning of his public activity until near the end of his life. 
34 

Expelled as early as 1476 from Ohernai, it was not until 1500 th'lt the 

Jews resettled there. Yet they were constantly exposed to the att~cks of the 

local authorities; they were obliged to wear distinctive clothing and the Jew .. 

ish strangers who wished to pass through the city were forced to pay a tax. 

When in 1507 Maxirniliirn returned to Strasbourg, the bureomaster of Obernai sent 

a representative to him, who, after making extravagant promises, succeeded 

in obtaining a privilege from the Emperor granting the city permission to ex-
35 

pel the Je'l':s. 
36 

From then on, as we have elsewhere noted at length, their position was 

precarious and, under the compromise reached in 1524, their privileges limited. 

Rosheim 

Josel, during the last years of his life, had some rather serious diffi-

culties with the burgomaster of Rosheim, .the city in v1hich hr lived. The Jev:s 

were firmly established there but were continually liable to oppression and 

attack by the natives. The intercessor, on two different occasions during 

gra·.,e circumstances, rendered import'lnt services to that city. The first, which 
37 38 

we have already mentioned, was during the Peasants' War. The peasants had 

g~thered in the spring months of 1525 about the abbey of Altdorf, about 15,oon 

in number, lead by their chiefs Erasmus Gerber,of Molsheim, :Peter of }!artheim, 
40 

Diebolt of Dalheim and Ittel Joerg of Rosheim. Joscl, fearing that their 

troops.would fall upon the Jews, went to Altdorf and obtained a letter ot re~ 

commendation in behalf of the Jev·s addressed to the other peas1nt lel'tders in 
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41 
Alsace '1.nd southern Germany. On his return to Rosheim, he went il'!lfllediately 

to the t.vo burgomR.sters and urged them to got to Altdorf to come to an under-
42 

standinp; vdth the chiefs ~.nri thus prevent Rosheim from being sacked. Jean Mayer, 

onE of the burgomasters, h<3.d not the courl'tge to do this; the othP.r, Jacob Wag• 

ner, would not ~o unless Josel consented to "3.Ccompany 'him. They went to-gether 

and in Wagner's presence Josel, out of his own funds, gave eighty gulden to 

the leaders of the peasq_nts and reeeivcd from them a treaty formally stamped 

v:ith the seals of Peter, Diebolt and Gerber by which they were to respect the 
43 

city of Rosheim. 

Twenty-five years later, Josel again aided the city. Charles V, in 1547, 

had deposed Elector John Frederick of Saxony and had returned his principality 
44 

to Duke Moritz of Saxony, thereby causing wars and unrest which 1'1.sted until 

1550 and vrhich occasioned the movement of troops in Alsace. The city of Ros-

heim was in a most lively state of disquietude. Josel offered to go to Inns-

bruck to obtain letters of protection from the Emperor and in the case t.h1t 

during his absence Albert of Brandenburg should appear at Rosheim they would 

be !lble, he thought, to p<1y him a ransom. For this purpose Josel o-ffered to 

lend the city four hundred gulden on condition that the burghers of the city 

promised +.o follow his example •. Josel then left for Innsbruck but V!hen he 

arrived there he found that Charles V had fled to Passau. The intercessor was 

prepqring to g_o to that city whEn he learned that peace had been signed. His 

journey, made moatty on horse, cost him more than sixty gulden which hf never 
45 

clgirned from the city. 

Josel was repaid with ingratitude. The council of Rosheim had limited the 

number of Je,··ish fmilies thqt could live in t.he city and h3.d fixed +.he number 

'it. eight. According to the usual custom, the servants, clerks and all those 
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who lived or were looked unon ae living in the same household were included 

within the family. Thus D"lvid, the son-in-law of Josel, was able to live 

with the interc~ssor in Rosheim. Jbsel had also honed to be able to establish 

hi::; son as schoolrn~ster in R.osheim that. his oosition might be Sf'!cure. i."wo 

other f~Jnilies had also honed to be able to enjoy t~e same privilege. Thus 

46 
in 155~ there 'l'.'erP about twelve Jewish families in Rosheirn, not eight. 

Josel was at Heidelberg, where he was int.ercedi11g in befl.aif of the Jevrs 
47 

of Dnngolsheim 
' 

when the burgomaster ordered the four surplus families, 

among which were the families of J'osel's son-in-law David and his own son's 
48 

to le1ve the city under punishment of a fine of five livres. Since the~e 

families wished to await the return of Josel, the burgomaster, to reimburse 

himself for the pronounced fine, siEsed valuable objects, even a silver goblet 

from Josel 's home. An inc,,_utious speech of the burgor:Jaster then a.roused the 

popul~ce against the Jews and vandalism broke out. The wife, daughter and a 

grand-do:i.ughter of the intercessor were so frighteded th3.t they fell ill a.nd 
4q 

had to take to their beds. on Josel's return the burgomaster promised to 

50 t/ ~/t 
suppress the attacks but when these ~rders renewed themselves the intercessor, 

to put i:tn end to them, asked the m<=tgistrate of H~guenau t.o judge the suit, 

demanding justice as head of a household. Regarding this he wrote a touching 
51 

letter to the m~gistrate. On ~,fa.rch 6, 1544 the burgomastEr of Rosheim an .. 

swered, denyif!g the A.ccusa.tions of the intercessor and refuting all the good 

v1hich he had done for them thirty years before, stating that it wad not been 

done for their good but for the benefit of his fellow Jews and himself. They 

. /}f ;,~ ,/a~mi tted that they h'ld not permitted the sons and sons-in-law of the Jews to 
IV 'v' i.lAJ,,,,,(' i · 

· lodge in the city and when the Jews disobeyed this law they were punished. 

It. was true that things had happened that should not. h:vre occurred, but the 
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authorities were entirely innlicent of them. If children threw stones at the 

Jewish houses, the parents could not be held responsible. The city had gone 

to much trouble to maintain order, m'lintaining even a night guard for that pur• 

nose, and regretted th~t the latter never was able to place his hand upon the 

vandals. The wife and children of Jose! had been wrong in permitting themselves 

to be frightened and the city v·ould not have prevented the people of Josel •s 

household from crying 'Mordio' ... murder. Jose!, too, had been wrong in 8et.ting 

hie son Jacob up in Rosheim as schoolmaster, since there was one there already, 

and if they would continue to increase their number "tt this rate, the Jews 

would never be gotten rid of. For all which Josel had done for the city, they 
52 

concluded, the city had thanked him for everything. 

It seems to follow from this document that the burgomaster refused to 
·53 

arbitrate and Josel took his law suit before the highest court of justice. 

The end of that affqir is not known but it seems that the intercessor then 

died. 

DMgolsheim 

The leg~l b3.ttles with the burghers of Dci.ngolsheim werF, drawn out for m~ny 
54 

years. We hr.i.ve alreivly mentioned the notice of the intercessor in his "Memoirs" 

which contaj ns the informqtion th<J.t through his int.er-cession in 1519 the bur--
55 

ghers of this place were prohibited from expelling the Jews. But now, more 

than thirty ye~rs later, an affair arose which was to actively occupy the 

intercessor for three year, perhaps the last of his life. 

In i1!'3.rch, 1522, following a quarrel between the son-in-law of Itzig, a --· 
Jew of D~ngolsheim, and the valet of thf provost of the town, the burgh8rs 

demanded the expulsion of the Jews and the burgomaster ~as disposed to declqre 
56 

it. other Alsat.ia.ns joined those of D~nr:;olsheim in requesting from the 
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Count Palatine Frederick q,ut.horization to Axpel the Jews from their territory. 

On Jcrnuary 27, 1553, Henry of Fleckenstein, 5overnor of Alsace, sent the com-

plaint of the l"J''l.Gistrate of D'.tngolsheim to FrPderick, in which it was stated 

that the Jev.'s of D<J.ngolsheim, who, at the heginning, numbend only four fam-

ilies, no~' nurnhered ten, !'1.ll occupied in commerce and money lending, making 
57 

a to+.iU of forty ... five people. After a!1 <tttempted compromise m~de by the 

governor on May 15, 1553, in the presence of Josel and t11e Je\•'s of D~.ngolsheim, 

the intercessor, 11/ho bPlieved it impoesible to q,ccPpt the proposed conditions, 

addressed a complaint to the ~lector dated MA.y 21, but Frederick naid not atten ... 

tion to it ~nd on June 17 ordered the authorities of Dangolsheim to the liquid-

ate the debts of the inhabitants to the Jews and to expel within a year all the 

Je1•·s who were not able to produce certificates of a.dJTJission acquired according 
58 

to the law. 

The ::i.uthorities m<tde their report on August. 27 and on Septnr:ber 12 the 

Elector ordered the expulsion of the Jews. The kotlt~6r~announced this to them 
59 

on Odoberr24 and granted thFm .~ delay until St. GPorge 's D1y of 1554. Josel 

protested to the Emperor 1.nd on Jr-inuary 17 ,1554 obt::tined from Ch'lrles V a 

60 
let.tE'r for tVie Elector. Frederick reviewed the case but. sustained the me:i.sure 

61 
of expulsion and the Jews finally had to leave Dq_ngolsheim in April, 1554. 

One crf.' the activities at t.he end of his life for t.hP good of an individw1l 

community but .,~hicll ~d. the sq_me time benefited 9.ll of Jev·ry occurred in 1541. 
'62 

A Christian child was lost near the city of Weissenburg, in Fr~nken, Bavaria. 

The incident occurred during the Passover and when the body was found some time 

later the Jews were accused of having killed him to use hifl blood during the 
63 

festival. The bishop in the nearby city of Eichst~tt arrested some Jews 

and helcl them for trial. He also commanded the nobles ~.nd bishops in the 
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vicinage t.o iJT1prison thf" JP-ws under their rule. When t.he suit. cam0 to trial, 

the Jews vce.re found innocent. 'I';1.P11, with the assistl\nce of otto Frederick of 

Neuburg and the noblE'men of Pappenheim, Josel suvceeded in having a.11 the 
64 

c'lntives released. 

At this time, too, ~n incident occurred in wnich the intercessor disph.ye.d 

his knowledge of the appropriateness of silence. Ten ye,oi.rs ye"!.rs had passed 

since the complete expulsion from Sp"1in. Unnoticed, wealthy Marrano f"UJ!ilies 

settled in southern Italy ~.nd esnecia.lly in N!'1plcs, even thoup:h th'3.t h'!.s be-

come a province under the suzerainty of Spain. The fanR.ticl'!.l Catholics tried 

to SP-t up 'lnd Inquisition court there but Donl'l Benvenid"I. Abritbanel, the wife 

of Samue.l ben IsR.'\C Abrabanel, and herfrierld, the wife of the Spanish governor 

in t.h"!.t country, begged for mercy before the Emperor th9.t this not be done in 

Naples and Charles V, perh~ps influenced by the Abrabrtnel 's wealth, llcquiesced. 

Seventeen years after that the Emperor changed his decision and decided to 

set up Inquisition courts in all the cities of southern Italy. So uneasy vr11s 
66 

the Jewish position that even 59.muel Abr'9.babel left NR.ples. The Jews vre re 
67 

expelled from all of southern lta.ly and did not return until l!'!.t.er times. 

The Jews of Italy sent one of their nwnber, variously called Solomon 
68 

Ros and Solomon Romano to intercede for them. The Emperor ~howed him no 

favor t'lnd his letters of introduction from nobles, priests, bishops and ce.rdin-. 

61 

Als were of no use to him. He himself would have been in danger had not, accord-
69 

ing to some scholdrs , Josel protected him. The :il'lita?cessor, writing about this 
70 

in his "Memoirs" recordsa 

''In 1541 when I en.me to the Diet of Regensburg in behalf of the public, 

to obt~in privileges from my lord, the Emperor, harsh justice was meted out 

to the Jews of Naples. And even though l'l ma.n from Rome, a good mediator, 
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Solomon Ros by name, the Emperor v·as not willing to list.En to him and he corrunande 

t!llt.they all be expelled from those provinces' and to Solomon he said •say 
r; 

! no more or as punishment your head will be demanded by the Kingdom: etc." 

This incident occurred in t~e summer of 1541. Even if Josel had nothing 

to do with the permission that the Emperor gave Solomon Rose jo return to his 

home, yet his influence is noticible in that at that siune time th~t the Emperor 

re fused to show 'lny kindness to Italian Jewry he showed favor to those or 

Germany for Josel received from him privil,,,ges in the form of a public declar-o 

ation to the dukes, nobll'ls, bishops and ell6tors, as •rell as the free citiel!I 

of Germany, that they permit the Jcv.s to journey through all of Germany, to 

do business throughout the country and to visit all the cities on m<.1.rket days; 
71 

the Jews were also relAased from wearing the badge. 

Of "11 the mPdiation of Josel in behalf of inrlividital communities, the 

most important was his intercession in behalf of the oldest community in G€r~ 

many, Pl1ague• The pericd between Emperor Charles' wars in Italy and those with 

the Protestant princes of Germ<.1.ny, the Schmalkaldic War (1547), was a turbulent 

one during '\time of peace. Wars in those days were fought by mercenariee e.nd 

when there V!'!.S no war these soldiers roved in bands and would lie in vrait for 

travellers. Groups of brigands wer~ very numerous in Bohemia and in 1541 they 
72 

burnt many cities, towns and hamlets. Then thP report spre~d that the Jews 

were the incendiaries. In Boherni~ and in its neighboring provinces Silesia 

and Hungary Moiny .Tews were taken i11t.o custody 9.nd imprisoned. Tortured with 

sevf':-e punishments, ma.ny could not st!lr:ld the trials and to free themselves 

from t.'.~dr troubles falsely admitted th<i.t. they h'-'.d con.mitted the deeds which 

were imputed to them. l..iany werf' sentenced to death by hanging and decapitation. 

Again they were suspec+.crl of bEing in conc-pirA.cy with Turkey and h'\d informed 
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her of the secret preparations being made for war agunst her. The city 

council of Prague decided t~ expel the Jews and, after King Ferdinand con• 
• '73 

finned this decisions, all the Jews of Bohemia v:ere expelled in Adl\r 1542• 

only ten households were permitted to remain in Prague. Not long after the 

innocence of the Jews was revealed; most of the incendiaries were captured and 
74 

some of the noble~en wished to rec~ll the Jews. The Josel was again called 

to Prague. Bec~use pf the terrible plight that had fallen upon the Jews, he 

did not remind the people of Prague of the persecution to which they had sub-
75 

jected him eight years before. He hurried to rnlke the long journey from 

Alsace to Pr3.gue on roads beset with danger, appea.red before King Ferdin"l.nd 

~.nd was succ1H1eful in his intercession for the ruler issued a document recall-
76 

ing the Jews who had not yet left the borders of t'~e countries. l.'his event 

is noted in his "Memoirs" with more additioni.l material than is found in the 
77 78 

notices of other chroniclers. There he recorder 

"In the year 1541 ( 2) strict justice was meted out to all the Jews of 

Bohemia and Prague with fiery serpents according to l~w with four types of pU!J"" 

ishroent, decapitation, burning, crucifixion ~nd bitter and immediate exile irn-. 

posed on all of them. In response to the urgent request of the multitude I 

approached like a friend in need with other influential people in Prague to 
I .. 
d'·\/ 

petition the King. And God, blessAd be He !, saw the intensity of ;LC?.'!,r fasting 

and affliction, repent~~ce, prayer ~nd charity and He Faw fit to eave ~ rem-

n~nt so th11t;: was finally priirilegea to see how the yieople returned to their 

houses and rebuilt their destroyed homes". 

But it appe"'.rs that when the Jews returned to their homes th~t contention, 

sla.nder and de11unciation returned at the same time, for Josel continues to 

"And although I heard from them persondly and from whs.t they wrote vr'lten 
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I visited them on Rosh Ghodesh T'll!lrnuz, 1547, in Pr~gue th~t m~ny families re• 

turned to their evil ways because of quarrels. I~evertheless I pleaded with them 

iirld they promised to walk in the paths of truth M.nd peace. And thus m!\y it be 

Hie will." 

From this account we lel'trn thA.t in all the intercessor journf'yed to 

Prague three times. Yet his influence, though it might have been great with 

kinge, could not keep dissension and sh.nder out of that corimunity. 
• • 79 

In 154S, in Wurzburg, a blood accusation chA.rge v1as mt'l.de but, by virtue 
80 

of a document brought from the Emperor, the prisoners were released, Joeel 
81 

wrote in his "Merooirs" 1 

"In 1543-4 strict justice was meted out, because of our great sins, to 

five people, one man, three women l'tnd one young girl because of a false 

t"tccusation. The body of an infant was found n.nd the man, v•omen and child were 

tortured v1i thin an inch of their lives yf't they would not confesi; the fa.lee 

ch.'l!'ge. In t.hose days I w!'l.s successful in Wurzburg and Speyer with J:.ha.. doeument_.v 

of the F,mperor, I and certain other men. After many expenditures the prisoners 

were released and the young girl aanctified God's name. Stoically she bore many 

tortures for more than thirty-two weeks. God be praised who saved them ! " 

This w~s important because of its results in 1544-5 in the privilege which 

was then given to the Jews of Germany by Charles v, about which we shall Bay 

more in this st\me ch!'\pter. Yet it should be noted that vrhfln Josel vras in Speyer 

he had ~.lrf'"l.rly obt"l.ined the consf'nt of the Emperor for theM privileges. 

Josel returned to his home in the ea~ly part of 1545 when a messenger 

!'lrrived from the Emperor, who wa.s then 1'.t Speyer with the C'rerman noblee con .. 

sulting on plans to meet the Turks who were again pushing up from Hungary, or

derine the intf:rcessor to come to him. The war being wag£d against Turkey we.a 
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a religious war but the KinG of France did not consider it ~s such and, deepite 

the fury of the Catholic Church and the Christian kings, had made 11n>i1lliance 

with Mohammedan Turkey. Emperor Charles V, as a consequence, decided to attack 
82 

France. Since th~ royal treasury was empty, the monarch thought to fill it 

with Jewish monPy and he ordered the intercessor to bring the money to the 

treasury ·.vithin a month. After many discussions it was decided to contribute 

three thousand gold dinars to the royal trei'\sury, in addition to the ma:i::nta'in
'83 

a.nee of the Empire during the war, and about one thousand gulden in gifts • 
../--~'··-···- -~-""-, 

-~ 

1 Despite all this, Josel did not. succeed in pacifying the petty rulers of 

the Genn~.n principalitiee Rnd they would have decided to expel the Jews had not 
84 

one of the clergy spoken in their behalf, 
85 

his "Memoirs"s 
'} 

as the intercessor recorded in 

"In 1545 the Emperor journeyed with a mighty army ag<tinst France 11nd its 

king to a city near Paris. At that time the nobles came +.o get. permission to 

compel all the Jews of Germany to help. We finally agreed to give the Emperor 
86 

three thousand gulden, fifteen 1 batzim' to each gulden, and four hundred crowns 

for his household, in addit.ion to gifts worth one thous~nd gulden. On the same 

day that I c'lJTie to Worms, the princes and dukes decided to expel the Jews from 

there and to obtain the consent of the' Emperor. But one good ml-ln aroee, may he 
87 

be rereAmbered for good, who explained and made to clear to them that they 

should not let the Jev1s dis,,.ppe·itr from among them, for l'.ccording to their re• 

ligion l'l.nd +.heir custom it was necess1try to retain t.he Jews in the kingdom of 
88 

the Emperor and of the King of Rome as a remembrance. Thus were they kept 

from their evil purpose ••• but some individual men were exiled ••• in Main_~• 
89 ----· 

Esslingen and Landau, etc." 

Wnat the intercessor had begun in Speyer in his effort t.o receive privileges 
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for the Jews,and supported by the financial aid the Jews h'ld given the Em'.'f'ror, 

he comnleted in ~he following year at the Diet of Regensburg. 

The Emperor had gone to w111.r ~r,ainst France, the ally of Turkey. Successful, 

he conquered stronghold 'i.fter stronghold until he was a fevt d~ys m'lrch from 

'90 
Pa.rie. Then Francis I, King of France sued for peace and thw war vra15 soon over. 

Obviously, the intercessor had acted wiiely in supporting the Catholic 

Emperor. This bec~e more evident ~t the Diet of ReGensburg when Charles V asked 

the nobles assembled there to send representatives to the Council of Trent. The 

monarch, haughty after his victory over France, no longer feared thE' Prote8t-

'!.nt nobles. He even went so fq_r as to banish the Elector of Saxony and the Land ... 

gra.ve of Hesse, as ~ result of which the Schmalkaldic War broke out a short 
91 

while later (in 154~). 

A hR.lf ye'\r before this the Emperor had asked the intercessor to come to 

Regensburg to complete the privilegee of which he had ~ssured him the year be-
92 

fore in Speyer. Since, in th~ la.ngu~ge of the intercessor, "these privileges 

vrere more powerful than ever ha.d been obt'l.ined frori emperors or kings", we there .. 

fore note them. These privileges, promulgated in 1545 in Regensburg, were based 
93 

on those of April 1544. After 1'.n explanation of the "great privilege" given 

to the German Jews in 1530, Charlee recorded th~t the he~ds of v~rious Jewish 

communities in the Empire had come with the complaint thqt cert~in indi'Viduale 

h"l.d refused them justice, during the Diet in Speyer. Therefore the Emperor_n~~ 

rene\'.red q_ll thP. privileges !'lnd orders which had been gr'.'\nted up to now to pro-o 

t~ct them ~nd to give them liberty according to law; that their schools and 

synagogues would be continu11lly open and that no one wouln h"_rm them; that they 

would be under the protection of the Empire; offici"l.ls could not molest them 

and they could travel anypla.ce v;ithin the Empirs with a passport without paying 
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extr!\ taxee on entering a.nri. lea.vine the cities through v..hich they passed. The 

Emperor repeated the orders contained in the privilege of 1541 th~t only in 

the cities in which they lived would the Jew15 have to wear the yellowish-red 

badge, but not when they travelled on the road or when they went throueh cities 

or villa.gee; th'!.t no one could exile any Jew or Jewess from the place in which 

they had settled after the coronation of the Emperor without a letter of per-

mi5sion for this from th€ monarch; permission was granted them to take interest 

on loans which they made to Christians at such rate as would permit them to 
94 

maintain themselves since that was their livelihood. 

In this privilege, also, Charles V reaffirmed the pronouncement which 
95 

Emperor Frederick II had made in 1236 according to which the blood accusation 

was decl~_red false. The Emperor included this, as we have already mentioned, 

because of the blood accusation v:hich had been rn11de in Wu~zburg in 154!. 
• I 

After he had obtained these privileges, .. Toael did not depart but remained 

to ~ee what would befall the Jews after the Schma.lkaldic War broke out. And he 

had not long to wait. In the Emperor's army, encamped in Bavaria, wer€ twelve 

Spanish companies which the Emperor had brought from that part of his kingdom. 

A report reached the intercessor that in Bavaria Spanish soldiers had killed 
96 

some Jews, plundered their homes and humiliated the women and girls. He hur-

ried to Ingolstadt, in Upper Bavaria, where the Emperor, in command of his army, 

was stl'ttioned. There he had an audience with the Chancellor of the realm and 
97 

from there he sent a letter to the Emperor's advisors, compl~ining ag~inst the 

activities of those troops IUld their commanders. He also said that since he 

was also 'lTI. official [Bevehlshaber J of Germany Jewry it v:::is incumbent upon him 

to arouse the lords of the German people, for the Jews were then, ~s in former 

times, considered servants of the roy~l house ~nd dependent on it; therefore 
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thoRe who were desirous of .Jewish property or who wished to kill them saould 

be considered rebels. He petitioned th!'lt the Emperor harshly punish tho~e "1ho 
9:-i 

connnitted theee crimee that it might serve ~e a lesson for the entire ~rrny. 

Shortly after the F.mperor commanded th·:i.t any soldier or officer who h"-rmed 
. '98 

thr Jews would be considered guilty of a crime deserving the de~_th penalty. 

This order was ~nnounced to all the companies in the field and from then on 

pillage and murder ceaeed in the cities in which Catholic troops were enc~mped. 

Josel recounted this event in great detail, portraying a. complete picture 
99 

of the civil condition at that time. In his "Memoire" he wrote1 

''In 1546 our Lord, the Emperor, came to the city of Regensburg and commanded 

all the dukes and princee to attend the Reichstag and to adjust their differ~ 

encee and m~t.tere of dispµte, especially religiouR onee. And ':tlthough rnoet of 

them crune, the dukes of s~xony and Heese and their party [Protestants] rebelled 

' 
and enrar,ed the Emperor by rebelling against him//'!.ny days and year~.Je.Q.tw~p,... 

_.....,_.,.....,._,., .... ,,_' ·-· 

~! worked for the ~ew an:i.powerful privilegee the like of which 
.. .------·---~-..~~~-~ 

not be"n (';r'inted bef9re by emperors or kings. The Emperor and hh couneillore 

h.ttd '.l.1~~-·JU·ttUfed me in Speyer th~t they would grant them to us. On the day 
~~~ .... 

.. ~"()'f.the great Diet of Rnsensburg I strongly urged the rulers to confirm my word3. 

thul'?, with the help of God, they were v:ri tten and sealed with the seal .~nd 

'.'.,'/the hand of the Emperor. 

"From then on the Emperor decide.d to muster his armiee and to make war on • 
the two princes Il'f'ntioned above. People ca.me whose language onP. doe5 not under ... 

' .J ( I> ,• ; ' ( l i > 

stand, the Spaniarde, who were to do gr~~t' naim ~z;ainRt t}i·~···.'f :ire~ An?.:·.· were not --....-- r1· , ,. , o 
:,_, ,' i .,, \...l""'~' t .... ~ ·,( ,,. " 

God ·~·ith us to s,._ve us whFn I went to speak to the grPa~.,ili, second to the 

qqA 
Emperor, who is called Grarella, to ask and implore the Emperor to protect us ••• 

Thus hie did and he we:1t to the Emperor [and eaid]1 'Behold the Jewe have borne 



,I 

so many troubles because of these Lutherans and now these dark Sp!'l.niarde ha•e 

co~3 ~ct in 1\ free faehion against the;,B people despi~e the new privilegee 

which you havP recBntly granted them.' And the En;>eror properly said, 'We •ill 

not pend+. t"iem to act wildly with the Jews. Behold, write 21_nd seal, with OObt 

rnands and nunish.'!lrnte, th'lt no one of our l'l.rmy m1\y lift 1t h<tnd or a foot to 

hi.rm or to injure l\ny Jew.' And for this, or~"'rs went out, publicly, through .. 

out 1'11 of G~rmany-tWhoever transgreseee the co!11fll~nd of the Emperor sh~ll die'. 

Immedb.tely the Spaniards en.me to rnl'tke peace ~·i+,h all thE J"\"s. And when the 

:Smperor ~nc:'l liis hods went to •1age vrar, the Jews came bringing bread anrl. YJine 

to pro~ri.sion the army, more than fifty wagons full and Cl".rri"l.ges. Ancl the two 

dukes of Saxony .'1'1d Hesse, with their ~.llies, from all the citie5 of GcrMany, 

Ca.ITH~ with thnir arrnir s, totaling more than one hundred thousand men, "lrtnored 

knights ancl infantry. And. ±1 though t11.e armies of our lord the Emperor were 

not llS strong nor iits numerous as theire, being only 3-bout forty thou~~nd, yet 

God ai~ed him in driving them to destruction and in'the end the two prineee 

L wer·e c~ptured by him n.nd tho~e that yPt remain are being captured. And we, we 

/ (; { the people of Israel, called in a loud voice praying morning and evening •our 

) 

F~ther our Yins• and "Song of Unity' in the coM!Ilunity of Frankfort that God 

might protect our lord the Emperor ~nd Hte- people IErael, for H<" is not power-

less to 

Emperor 

save, whetper \l':tth many or V'ith few. The entire victory which the 

!Jt;~:,~ ~h~ y~ar 1547 and the miracle5 ·and the v·on~ers were done for 

us for God h<ts protected ue, His people Israel, in HiE mercy and not one of ite 

mel!lbers werP harmed during this great Wi'lr. Blessed be God who did not remove 

His mercy from us and delivered us from those hordes, 'ind may He so continue." 

Josel continued to follov· the indd~nt5 of the Schm:'!lkiitldie War for, when 

Frankfort v·as c~ptured by the Emperor's troops, the .Jewish community sent him 
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to conciliate the office.re eo that no harm might come to the Jews. 

inform'l.t,ion is cont!!lined in thP l'tst item of the intercessor'e "HPmoire" s.nd 

from him we can le~rn nothing further reg~rning the activities of his laet 

ye are. 

After the Prote!'lt:'lnt noblemen, members of r.he Schm'1.lb.ldic Le"l.gue, had 

bE>en defe;ihd by the Catholic Imperi.~l 1.""Y in April, 1~47, near the city or 

10011 
!.'.uehlberg, the l"trength of i;hA Nonh G-erm"l.n rh1kee W:it3 complAtely bt·oken. The 

rulers ~nd c1tiee which h~d rebellPd ~g,inst the EmpE>ror sued for pe~ce ~nd an 

Imperit11l Dif'.t W"\!" convened at Augsburg. There death sentencee were imposed upon 
101 

the rebellious leadere, the Elector of Saxony ~nd the Landgrave of He~ee. 

However, even during i:he war, hf' ehowed kindnef;i:ii to the Je\'!•s who complained 

to him about the German Protestant knighte who, when l!l~rching T.hrough Swllbh., 
102 

h'l-i E'X:'\CtPd money from the Jewish communi.1.iee. Joeel had likewiee previously 

preeent.en letters of ~omplaint T.O T.he P1 oteRtant princes n.nd 'tO t.he council or 

S"t:r111!'lbourg, which was numbered q,rr:onr; i;he revoltine; cinee, peeking ju5tice for 
103 

the oppressed Jews of Swabia. When he had nceived no satirof"l.ction from them 

he took hi~ t'l'lsP to the Emperor, v•ho, recognizing Jo~el 'F poFition among th~ 

Jews, '.'!.ddres~ed him as 'Le!'lder of T.he JP\ .. ish nai.ion in all the provincee of 

the kingdom or ~erml'l.ny' [Jo~l Jud von Rut'lheim unser gernfliner Judischheit im 

heiligen Reich 'l'euscher ~fa.tion Bevelhaber] and gave him an open letter for all 

eectioni; of the Empire a.nd for all the officers of t.hf'! army in behalf of the 

Jewe. It askea th:i.t the Christian subjE'cts of thE Empire tre!'.t the Jews in 

accordance wi t.h all the p .. ivilegee grC1.nted th€m by the emperors; that they be 

permitted to journey throughout the la~d, to do but'li~eee in it, and be protected 
. 104 

from all enemies. Brivilege.e like this, forceful and reinforced with threats of 

punishment, h9.d net ~"' ,,,, gr'.:t"ltf'd t.r.e JA"'S sirice +::1e time of Emperor Frederick Ill 
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At that time, too, C11~rle.,. V renewed the important privilegr a of which 
106 

hP h~d found Joael, hiF household, wife, eons and d'lughtere, vorthy. This 
107 

document cont~ining the privilegea h'\d <tlre~dy been gr~nted him in 1547. 

llowever, when the intercesFor w~s in Bohemia, presentinR himFelf before King 
108 

Fredinand I ln Leitmcritz, thh document had been lost. We do not knovr 

what he V!!'!.S doing during June, 1547 in the court of King l4'e rdinand but from 
109 

vrh'\t he himFelf v:rote in his 11 L1ernoirs" that ''I he~rd from them [the men of 

thP PrA.gue community] "lnd lellrnt th~~-t Rome hou5es were destroyed through 

f'trife 11
, v1e may conclude thatthis time, too, he had ma.df his journey to urge 

110 
thf' Jn .. s, who were very much divided, to union and concord. The intercessor 

then 'laked th'" 1':Jnperor to renev: the document "tnd this request the mon<i.rch v:ill.t.p; 

ingly fulfilled. According to these privileges he and his descend<tnts were 

granted 'lll the privilegefl of w'iich the intercPasor had bPPn found worthy in hie 

youth by Emperor },:fl.ximilin.n I; the the Hapsburg emperors v:ould protect the 

family of Josel q_nd permit them to tra9el throughout the kingdom, from city 

to city, without hi!ldr'l.nce; 3-nyone h<tving a. h.w suit with them would have to 

bring the suit bf'fore the l!!!.W court of their city. The "l.Uthorities throughout 

the entire kingdom were obliged to continu~lly protect them l\nd give them 

FUpport; ~nyone plottins against thif' family '"ould be puniFhed, in addition 

to the fixed punishment for criminals, with a finf' of ten mRrks which were to 
111 

be brought to the treReury of the Irnperi~l Privy Court. Jo5el made a copy of 

thif document, 9-ffirmed by the councillor5 of Obern3.i, for hiF son-in-la.w, who 

journeyed t'h«i"ough the Empire, and so thA.t he himself vrould not have to carry 
112 

the document with him wherever he went and Ch'-l.nCe the lOFS of it. 

At l'l.nother time Josel revP aled himself as the 1'.dVOC1'.tt" or Jewry in the 

113 
Holy Roman Empire. Ch~rles V h'ld convenPd a diet in Augeburg in 1550 in 
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which some rulP!"s and leaders of the Germr-inieR complained thoit the Jev·s ex .. 

'l.cten comnound intere!'t so that the interel'lt amounted to two and three time• 

more th~n the nrincinle and also th~t they turned over the nledgel'I of the 

Chriilti&.ns to other Ghristi,..,_ns urho were harF.h litigants. To thil'I the Emneror 

replied in :m edict of Febru9.ry 14, 1551 by v·hich the Jev·s v.'ere forbidden to 

sell the nledges vhich they held belonging to Christians to anyone else with-

out the con!'ent of the Christian!'! "'ho han borrowed the mon<>y and that of the 
114 

crown courtt11. If thP Jev·s disobeyed thi"" order their nrivilege "' ould cea"'e 

altogether and their nromissory note111 would lose vr-tlidity in the courts. 

Thfl Jev•s concluded from the wording of this edict that the order touched 

only on loans for pledges of real property not loans of cash on promissory 

notes or ch'\ttel. The Christ.b.ns, however, claimed that it also forbade the 

,Jew from assir,ning promissory notes to 11ssignees. By thiF> int.erpret .. ,t.ion the 

Jews would lose their rights in court of all the claims which they held against 

Chri stia.ns. 

Since this unf~vor~ble decree in reality nullified fin~ncial dealings 

betvreen Jews "l.nd C11ristians, the rabbis and lay leader!! convem~d at Fr"tnk .. 
115 

fort in 1551 and drf'w up a. pet.i ti on for the Emperor in which they said that 

the Jews were more heavily burdened with taxation and imposts than the Christ~ 

ians. Fees for passport!!, for entering and leaving cities, for crossing 

bridges !\nd fords were demanded of them. In addi t.ion, they had to travel a.bout 

to do business., v·ere forced to mq.ke long detours to iarolli ~those ci Hes and 

townf' throur,h which t'riey were forbidden tramdt. If, ae they i,•;ere, prohibited 

to buy land and forbidden to enter the trades and crafts, money lending were 

denied them, they would have no rne~ns of sust~intng themselves. 
116 

This petition, prep!\red by the int.E'rce!"f'Or, was forcPfully 9.nd logic• 



'illy writtPn. ThP outcomP of this itledb .. tory work is not. !Jrecisely known but 

from thP kindness which the ErnpPror'!' n.dvisers showed to Josel in thA.t year 
117 

it may be conjectured th~t he <i.lso succeeded in this. 

. . 
In th,,_t same yP~r Josel v.rorked in behalf of the oppressed JPv.'s in Wurttem-

berg. Cert11.in Jews, by t'1eir .'lets, had stirred up accus"-tions against the en-

tire Jewish group. Inste'ld 9!punishing the individual crimin"l.ls Duke ChriRtof 

requested permission of the Emperor to expel all the Jews and to prohibit them 

p1.ssage through the land under his iouzen.inty. The intercessor had already h'l.d 

1 •\ legrt cont-,cts with the rulers of WurttembPrg. His efforts to obt.1.in pennis!!ion 

for the Jev·s to pass through the province from Duke Ulrich had not eventualized 
118 

".nd he hFtd hoped to obt<tin it from the new duke, Christ of, in 1551. T\>:o 

Je\• e h<i.d gone into this province, imprisoned and fineJ_one hundred gulden. Al-

though the fine h~d been paid, they still remained prisoners for the author-

ities refusPd to rrturn their passports to them. The intercn:sor then decided 

to put a stop to t.he trouble caused the Jews who had business in Wurttemberg or 

who found it necessary to p'lss throup:h th<lt province. He took his compl:lint 

<l.gainst the Duke to the E~pPror's council and c'1arged that the rulers of 

Wurttemberg v1ere punishing all Germ'ln Jn·ry for the crimu; of individwil Jews, 

brtrring the 1ray on tn'l.rkd da:rs <i.nd, in general, prohibiting them passage through • 

out the entire province. In addition, hF sent a letter to the Duke requesting 

of him permission to come to Wurttemberg ~nd to remqin in the C'.lpit~l, Stuttgart, 

for '.lbout "1. month so that he could explain ~o him how illegal and unjust his 

conduct with the Je~s was, especially since mqny inhqbit"1.nts of the province 

v·ere indebted to the Jev·s, llBA q,nd h'l.d lciwsuits ~1'.'ith them. 
19 

Josel, through "- cert'.lin Johann Abr"l.nburger, received passports permitting 

him 'lnd hiR Rerv'.lnts to journey through qll t.'1e provincero of Grrum.ny and to be 

exernnt. from 9.11 t"l.xes imposed on Jev's an terint, :lnrl le·wing cities in Wurttem-
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berg. HP y·qs )°1.l so n. given a letter for thP 8.uthori tiPs of Wurttemberg in 

v.•hich t hP Jew, the 'bevelhaber' of the Jev:i sh nation in Germ1-1.ny, was praiaed• 

and '''hich 9.lso requestPd them to do all in thPir power to reach an agreement 

with him in reference to the diffennces betv:een the rlllPrs and the Jews.; 

The interce!1or finriJ ly reached Wurttemberg whPre he h·1.d to W'iit quite 

a vhile before hr 1· lS erq.nted 'ln ~.udicnce with the Duke. r,li/h n that fin1.lly did 

occur, JoMl 'lCquiesced to t"r1e demand of the Duke th·1.t every Jew v.·ho passed 

through his province wbuld·ha.v:e to·paynone gulden as a head tax, no matter 
120 

\•:hencP he came; women 'lnd children pA.id a proportionate rate. The minutiae 

of this agreement need not bf' discussed but in general it was not fq_vor'lble to 
121 

thP JE'\"Se 

OthE'r incidents occurring during thP h.i:;t JPar!O of the intercessor's life 

hiwr- q_lre~.dy been mentioned. The time of his death, thP ph.ce of hii:; burial 

'lre as obscure as his dRte <tnd place of birth. It if'! assumed th'lt when in 

122 
April 1554 the Jen:i were PXpelled from D°'.ngolshei.m Josel "''as no longer alive. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

UPn of ~ction ~rP Fellom litter~teurs. Yet the intercessor Josel, u~der 

trying circumst~_nceA, found leisure in '"hich to v'rite. As v:e hri.ve 'llreqdy men-

tioned, he completed a work C'lllE'd "Derech H':1.Kodesh" in 1531 v'hile he '1'as 
1 

"I.Waiting ctn au1Uence flt the court of the Emperor in 3russele. In like f"l.shion 

wn.s his "Se.fer HA.f,'.ikneh" completed on July 28, 1546 when he was in Re>gens .. 
2 

burg. 

From the "Sefer Ilat:ikneh", most of v.hich is to be found in the Bodleian 
3 

Libr,iry in Oxford, and from ti. few fragments which Neubauer has published, it 

a.ppe~rs th'lt the> book "Dere ch Ha.Kodesh" conh.ined rules of religious conditions 

under ~hich ~ Jew should live to prep'lre himself, if necessary, to give up hie 

life for ,the sanctificlltion of 8od 's name; for, as he says, he had a tradition 

th~t thoee who thus died received no punishments and their souls departed from 
4 

their bodies without R.ny de•-ith p.i.ins. Of the book itself, we poesess no 

more than the notices which ::i.re nentioned in his nrune included in "Yossif Ometz" 
5 

to which we have already referred. 

More import'lnt for historic'll reseA.rch arA the fragmt:ntR that h'lve been 
6 

published of the imnuscrint of "Sefer HllMikneh". From them it a.ppe a.rs that 

the book contained religious thoughts as well as not.icef':, incidents 1nd refer .. 

encee to contemporaries. 

Thus, for ex'llrlple, on folio 81, the intercessor recorded• 

"Scriptures says' Acquire wisdom'. Solomon the King intimates by this thl'l.t 

a man should try in 'lll his v·ork to A.cquire wisdom, therf'fore ••• from the little 

experience v1hich I have had ••• originally milk and honey from study and from 

l'lminent elders and from the interpret'ltion!' which they h11ve riade, I will give 

you a taste in a few short sayings in order to bring joy to your hearts and 

consolation l'lfter the v1ord5 of rebuke that preceded, alt.hough it was burden-
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somfl to me because oft.he many exacting activities in the court. of the king, 

our lord, th€ Emperor,in Regensburg. Blessed be the :~erciful one who h'ls sup-

ported 11nd sustained and brought me near to this d~y, t.hF day before Rosh Cho• 

desh Elu}, 1546, in the court of the Emperor here in RFgensburg, to finish 

the work of thF public needs, who has 1.lso saved me from thP wolves and the 

bears [his enemies] and has givf!n me strength "'l.nd help to finhh these \''Ords of 

rebuke and correction concerning the permissible r-i.nd the forbidden things. 

Also a, record of t~e severe edicts, concerning which my soul weeps in seclusion 

bec'luse of the greri.t <1.nd terrible occurrences, nine columns •••• arranged ::1ccord-

ing to t.he principles of the Torah in six chapters, more precious than fine 

gold to him whose soul thirsteth ~nd ye•rns for ultimate pPace and success. He 

may peruse with wisdom 11nd underst1.nding q_nd rerhaps he m~.y acquire here qnd 

there some fine s~wings from this book v:hich I have called "Sefer HaMikneh", 
':; i.' ~ 

so that he may l<tbor th"' rein, strive qr1d co~ 
1

it V'hFn hr lies down and when he 

rises, '"hen he goes forth 'lnd when he returns, each m!ln 'l.ccording to the limit~ 

·,~ 
of his cap<i.ci ty, 3.Ccording to hie c:=tpabili ties and accomplishment.a. He 'l':ho u.nder .. ,.. 

5t'lnding will increase his knov'ledge; to engrwf' t.t:tem on t.he t11.blet.s of his 

heart fO th'1.t he :o\nd his posterity vrill be pr1.ised in the l~nd, having aC• 

quirPd for themselves the principlPs of the secrets of th€ Torah ~nd faith. Thus 

may it be Hi fl v•ill. Amen." 

From this extract it. it~ evident that "Sefer HaMikneh" was divided into 

two part!" different in th:> ir contents. The first part conb.ined t.he "nine 

columns 11 or "six chapters", the rebukes. And, as we have noticPd in our study, 

the Germ'ln Jews were: in need of severe rebukes bec~.use of the. gre<i.t number of 

informers and trq_ducers. E~ren t.he intercessor said the.t he "fe~.red to 11·1ritP in 

thfl book ~11 t.he ugly accounts of heresy and slRnder ••• " and he warns them 
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not to associate with infor~ers and tr~ducers lFst they destroy their o~n 

souls and those of their children. He brings proof"from the Chwnasn, from the 

P.i:tgiogrqpha 'lnd from the words of sages and Geonim" th'lt tr::i.ducers 'ln:i informers 

defraud their own souls and the souls of their children. Informing le~de to 

conversion and 'it. t.ha.t time in Germany there v1ere m'lny <ipost.ates who caused the 

Jews trouble. Besides PfEfff',rkorn and t.hrgarita, Josel n:entions these converts 

, (and sl'lndereirss "Alas for the dstruction of Rer;ensburg 'ind the provinct:> of 

···, jt~:!{1: •. Flanders bPcausf' of th'lt traducer 'rnd informer of Poeen"•
7 

"the evil~~ who:was 
,~ ~_.~~.-"~¥" a 

d'\.?iled when he was Jewish Jacob Bagnida"; "for the evil and wicked man who 
9 

was c~lled Srunuiol Enshei:n when he was Jevish" and he concludes the section 

dealing with rebukes with "Yet I v1as loathe to ·write and thus expose the deed.a 

of the wicked ones." 

It is clearly evident that the Jews did not r<'strn.in themselves for Josel 

~dded,"The sagea so.y th•d a.n intelligent man shoul guard his soul, his spirit 
10 

and his body from intoxication", and "Now I am going to advise my sons and sons ... 

in-law not. to trespass the .-;ords which we hr-we '.1Clftlired from the teachings 

of the sages, and it v·:ls better then than now, ••• says your old fA.ther Joseph 

I Oii 
brn Rabbi Gershom". 

Yery li tt.le remains of the second sect ion in which Josel deals v:i th the 
11 

mystical Kabb"l.la of hii> day, which,·'..to us would be without interest. 
12 

The third work by th€ intercesFor is hiF ''MeI!loirs" to which we have. con-

sistently referPed, and from v1hich much ma.terial h"l.s been drawn. The space 

•~ich has been devoted to it within thiF study precludes the possibility of 

further discuesion. 
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Co!lcluP>ion 

The activities of t.his unusuri.l man v:<re outi::t'"'n<Ung. For fifty yAars 

hi::; life "'R.S inextricably bound up wit.h the life of the JPwifh conmunitiei:: in 

most. of the nrincipalit.ies of the German Empire. The deP.ds of hi"' life form 

one lone; ch:dn of unueutl evcntt11, seemingly l'!liraculous at. t.incf!. Yet desnite 

his influFncP 1.nd contemnor.':1.ry imnort'\nce, neither the iiatP of his de"lth nor 

t.he pl'lce of his buri"..1 arc knov'n. His memory ma.de but little lAsting imprr:ts ... 

iont; It is only \"ithin the "Memorbuch" of certl.in southPrn Gernnn cit.ies, 

of all those which he '1.ided, th:i.t his memory is recalled. Thus, 1l!rA read in th"" 

":l,:emorbuch" of Hg_n°u: 

"May God remember the soul of ••• Rabbe nu Ger shorn MF or H11golah, Rabbe nu 

Solomon b"'n R'lhbi Isaac, R'.lbbc:nu J'lcob ben R~'l.bbi t:P.ir Ish Tom, ••• the soul of 

the elder 9.nd nrince Rabbe nu JosPnh bE'n Rahbi Gers horn v·ho is C'-'_lled JoRel!11!1.nn ••• 

v:ith the soul of Abra.hqm, Isa.Ac g_nd Jqcob bec'1.use he sanctified his life, his 

wPtlth and his glory for t.he benefit of en.ch and all of the communities. For 

more th~n forty years he stood before kings and princes, nullified h~rsh de~ 

crees regn_rding Isr':l.el 'lnd removed exile, OI1nression, murder '3.nd slaughter 

far from"his neonle. He even received documents of authority from the Emperor 

nrotecting -ill Inr':'1.el. Yet he sour;ht no reward in this world but. r·orked for the 

love of his God and for His neon]A Isrrel. For this, rn~y his portion be ~ith 

the r:henhFrds 11nd leaders of Israel. EFty hif' Foul be bound un ,,.,ith thoi=e of 

t.hP living, with the righteoue one~ of the \l!'orld, and m?.y he re!Ott in Paradise". 

This is the only monument erected to Josel., the interce1:tsor of ~c-rrn<i,n 

Jewry during the stormy period of the first h11lf of the Sixteenth C~ntury. 
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A 

Josel and the city of Strasbourg. Letter which Josel addressed to the Jews 

of the province dated June 25, 1534 regarding law suits being held in that 

city. [Scheid's Joselmann de Rosheim, p.15, the principal oassag~e]. 

"On June 23, 1534, the lords of the city of Strasbourg again complained.to 
me about one na.med Jacob of Schopfen who is accused of c•rrying on illicit· 
business, usury. Besides, according to the Jewish statutes, similar affairs 
are prohibited to you, and no Jew or Jewess is permitted to cheat his~nelgh
bor, for one should only seek that which is necess~ry for living, as it has 
always been. 
Each one, also, should respect the ancient liberties, should only cite a per~ 
son before the aaual judges and should not go any further in appeal. 
Relying on that which precedes, it is my duty to announce to all the Jews· ot 
both sexes, and prin.cipally to the aforementioned Jacob, not to deviate from 
these Jewish stat1"es; in other words, that every Jew who has a quarrel with 
a citizen of Strasbourg, or who thinks he has one, should know that he should 
remain before the usual judges ae we have already indicated. If any Jew · 
allows himself to violate this law, and the lonls or Strasbourg complain about 
it and I or Jewry acquire definite knowledge of it, he shall be immediately 
exco11111unicated and cursed, nor may any Jew eat or drink with him, no receiTe 
him in his home or have relations with him1 and he shall be completely se~ar
ated from the comnunity until he has given satisfaction to the lords ot Strae• 
bourg ••• and in order that we should not be at fault, I have, with the approval 
of other Jews, and in my capacity as Refierer of the Jews of the Germ111n coun
tries, I have published the present ord nances, ataJ1ped with my seal, and 
have humbly begged the city of Strasbourg, in order that it would surely be 
obeyed, to have this present notice read to every Jew who will come to'ask 
for a passport and to make him take an oath that he will agree to it ••• " 

[The entire document is in Feilchenfeld, ~osel, Appendix VIII] 



B 

Privilege granted by Charles V to Erasmus, bishop or Strasbourg in 1545. 

[Scheid's Histotre des Juifs d'Alsace, P• 116f] 

"We Charles the Firth, etc., recognize publicly, by these documents, that · 
our dear prince and subject, the respectable Erasmus, bishop or Strasbourg, 
has made us know how much his subjects in the aforementioned diocese have 
suffered as a result of the contracts that they make daily witn tne Jews, 
and that if they are not curbed, his subjects will finally be completely 
ruined. · · 
He has also humbly urged and begged us to come to his aid by means of our 
royal power. Taking into consideration his faithful services, those rendered 
to royalty by his oredecessors and those which he himself will never fail to 
give us, we have hearkened to his prayer. Consequently, with a knowledge· ot 
the cause and after due reflection, we have granted the abovementioned Eras~ 
mus, bishop or Strasbourg, as well as his successors, by virtue of our power 
as Roman Emperor and by these presents, that hereafter it shall be well under
stood and agreed that no Jew nor Jewess or the diocese of Strasbourg shall 
lend anything to any of the subjects and persons under the juritidiction or· 
the bishop of Strasbourg on any real estate whAtsoever without a special au• 
thorization from the said bishop, from his bailiffs or 'schultheis'; further
more, the Jews shall not buy a mortgage from any of the subjects of the bish
op. 
If this order is not executed, all these ~cts shall be considered null and 
void. 
Furthermore, we desire that the contractors shall be nunished by a fine or 
twenty gold marks, of which half shall be deposited in the royal pay-houses 
and the other half in those of the bishopric. 
Given in our imperial city of Worms, the twenty-ninth day of July 1545, etc. 
Signed1 Carol". 



c 

.Letter from Charles V to Josel, July 3, 1585 in regard to ~is title [From 

Scheid'a Joeelmann de Rosheim n.4.] [Feilchenfeld1 Joselj ApnPqdix x~ 
. but he d~ye~ ~ uly 6J 

"We, Charles, by grace of God, elected Roman emperora 
I would inform you, Josel, Jew of Rosheim, that the honorable and learned 
Wolfgang Weidner, our very loyal subject, doctor of laws, imperial treasury 
agent, has summoned you to our imperial eourt. He. is opposed to religious and 
secular princes not recognizing the laws of the empire, and, under severe 
punishments and fines, carrying, without any special authorization, whoever 
that person may be, a false title whatsoever, be it secretly or openly. 
Now you, more than all the others, ought to observe these laws, especially 
in these difficult times (when each bad subject bestows a royal title upon 
himself). Without the permission of our noble scholars and thA Tery loya.l. 
judges of the imperial court and their asaessors in the above named court, 
you have pleased to talte to yourself, unjustly, the name of aegierer of the 
nation of the Jews in the Empirea Moreover, you have, on certain document•, 
signed that title, and you have honored yourself with it verbally while call• 
ing yourself thus. More than that, you would give a bad example through that 
and would serve as a model for the others who would incur very grave nunish~ 
ments. 
Since I myself am the only Refierer of the Jewish nation, one would think 
th~t you were exalting yourse r in order to mock and humble me. · 
That is why we could not prevent ourselves from comnlying wijh the prayer 
and the supplication which the agent made to us and to oermit him to sunaon 
you before the imperial court in order to have justice rendered. I beg you, 
therefore, since I have been elected to see that all laws are obeyed, that 
you return this summons. You will have to come the twenty-first of the foilow.o 
ing month before the imperial court, and if there should be no meeting that 
day, it will be held on the day immediately following. In the case that you 
are not willing to come yourself, represent yourself by your attorney to 
whom you will give your proxy so that he will represent you in the afore" 
mentioned court". 

D 
Argument of Christopher Hos,-Josel's attorney, before the impArial court. 

[From Scheid's Joselmann de Rosh~im n~.5-6] LFeilchenfPld, Josel, AppFndix XII] 

"All the world knOWR that for about thirty years, in the time of the Emper
or Maximilian as well a~ of the present Emperor, Josel has been appointed 
to represent the aforesaid Jewry. All the world gave him the title Ref1erer. 
Thus the said Josel by several letters or certtricates, of which I coul ·su""9 
mit to you a very great number, to have you realize that the imnerial coun
sellors, the marshals of the regiment of EnsiAheim, the governors of 
Bohemia, the nrinces of Germany, the citieR, etc., call him 'supreme head 
of the Jews', 'chief rabbi of the Jews', and Regierer, which is the same 
thing. Likewise, the cities of Upner and Lower Alsace, as well as the Jews 
of Bohemia and all of Germany, call him the only supreme head (Oberster der 
Juden}, chief rabbi and Regierer of the Jewish nation. 
It is impossible to gibe him any other title becausea 
1. There is another Josel in Alsace who is called Jew Josel (he is Parnos at 
Krotzingen) and one might confuse them. 
2. Jesel has, besides, been appointed by all Jewry to represent them at the 
diets and everywhere else ~s their supreme head (Oberster). 
~. Then, the expression Parnos Umanhick, the title which has been officially 
fiven to him! is otherwise absolutely untranslatable into good German. The 

earned echo are of Frankfort, Worms, Esslingen,·Friedberg, could not find 



another term. 
4. finally, it has never come to Josel's mind to honor himself by that title, 
and how much the less to offend His Majesty, because he knows that he ha1 
not a more devoted servant than he". 



E 

Privilege granted to Obernai by Maximilian I on March 21, 1507. [Scheid•s 
Histoire des Jiif• d'Alsace, p.77] 

"We, Maximilian, etc,, etc., ••• , have granted the burgomaster and the coun• 
cil of Obernai the right of not having to tolerate in the future any Jewa 
within its confinces, and we promise them, on behalf of ourselves and our 
suQSissors in the Holy Empire, that they will never be forced to receive 
them agAin, in any way. 
In faith of which we affix the royal seal on the present document. 
Given at Strasbourg, March 21, 1507, in the twenty-second year or the emnire, 
of the seventeenth of our rule of Hungary". 



F 

Joselmann and the city or Obernai- the compromise reached in 1524. [From 
Svijeid 1 a Josellllllllll de Rosheim PP• 8•9) [Also Scheid's Histoire, n.llOf. 

1. That the Jews be informed and note well that they may come to ObernAi only 
on the days of market and fairt that this will cost them each time, per person, 
six deniers, as an entrance tax. 
2. Permission is not given them to pass the night there. 
3. If the need requires it and if it is necessary that a Jew go through the 
city, without a task to keep him there, outside of the days of the market, he 
will pay two deniers. 
4. No Jews may make any loans of money in the city. If our citizens do not 
find it (money) elsewhere, the Jews may deliver [money] to them for pledges 
against moveable objects. But, in this case, it is necessary that a time.be 
stipulated in writing for the recovery of the pledges. The delay expires• the 
Jew will be free to do with it as he may wish. 
5. Unless he be sent for, a Jew may not enter into the house of an inhabitant 
of the place. 
6. If a citizen ap~lies, or his own accord, to a Jew to make a loan, the fore• 
going conditions ought not to be changed. 
7. In this case or in any other, the Jew may not make out the writing (bill} 
without which he will lose the interest on his capital, and will pay a tax of 
one florin. · 
8. Finally, every Jew who will enter the city will carry either a ring or a 
certain mark in a visible place, which may distinguish him. 
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G 

Josel and the city of Colmar. Licens6 to the magistrates of Colmar from 

Maximilian dated January II, 1510. [From Scheid's Joselma.nn de Rosheim, p.10] 
. '. 

•The Burgomaster and the council of Colmar would receive f~r them's~lves and 
!or their successors permission to expel the Jews and Jewesses who lived in' 
the city within a short time, and to never be obliged again to readmit them. 
Ir one of them, it ~as said, should wish to come there to make an exchange 
or t• transact some business, he would be obliged to waar on his outer gar• 
ment a yellow circle which would distinguish him and he would have to pay 
for the right of admission such as existed from ol old". 

H 
Privilege to the burghers or Colmar from Charles V, Ratisbon 1541. [From 
Sckeid'1 Joselmann de Rosheim, p.12] [Also Sch~id's Eistoire, n.lO~f] 

"Our dear Burgomaster and council of the imperial city of Colmar have com
plained to us that our gracious lord and master MaximiliBll , or glorious 
memory, had granted to the citizens of that city that no Jew could ever 
settle in the abovementioned city, which, up to this day, has been punctil• 
iously observed. But the Jews have not failed to choose their home-sites 
as near as possible to Colmar, in the cities, villages and hamlets. Conse
quently, .they come to the annual !airs, semi-annual and triannuals and to 
the weekly markets and continue their dangerous marketting in that city. In 
this city there is a double dangers first, thermerchants of the vicinity 
no longer come en masse as formerly because of the competition of the Jews1 
and then the merchants of Colmar suffer a great deal from their presence 
which thus prevents them from havin~ the full enjoyment of their own com
merce. 
The Jews make money affairs very harmful to the inhabitants and the citizens. 
It is for this reason that the magistrates have asked us in their name and 
in the name of the people under their jurisdiction to give them a privilege 
delivering them from this evil. 
Taki~g their petition into consideration, we have accorded and are according 
the above mentioned Burgomaster and council or the city or Colmar the right 
to no longer permit the Jews to come to the annual, semi-annual and tri• 
annual fairs and weekly markets with or without merchandise to retail, with• 
out a special authorization from the Burgomaster and the council or Colmar, 
who will have the power te inflict. on the delinquent a suitable punishment 
without anyone being able to restrain them.- Ratisbon, April 11, 1541". 

I 
License which the Jews of Col;ar received from Charles V, Ratisbon, 1544. 
[From Scheid's Joselmann de Rosheim, p.13] 

"The Jews ••• make us understand that,in spite of the privileges that were 
granted them by us and by our predecessorst they have often been harmed · 
in their business dealings, a fact which causes them considerable trouble. 
They also have asked us to come to their heln and to retain intact for them 
the nrivileges and liberties which they possess& especially those which 
were given them in 1530, one on the eighteenth of Jlay and the other on Aug• 
ust twllfth, at the Diet of Augsburg. As it is only just to maintain each 
one in his rights, and that we ought not allow anyone for this reason to 
molest those who enjoy these privileges, we desire, by virtue of our power 
as Roman Emperor, that th~1leave the Jews living in the Holy Empire and in 



other countries in peace. 
And in order that no one should be ignorant of this, we make known by these--
presents that Jewry retains all it• rights, liberties and nrivileges which it 
has received rrom our predec••••r• and rrom ourselves, and that everyone . 
should observe all the points, articles and paragraphs which are here enc~~sed. 
Let no one or our subjecta seek to hara the Jews in their goods or in their 
person, but let them tolerate them and attend to their own business. If any
one has permitted himself to take or their things, ror one reason or another, 
he shall be forced to- immediately return them to tMir legitiu.te owner. 
Especially let one take note that they [the Jews] should be left [to dwell] in 
the cities, towns, and hamlets where they actually live, and that they a·o not 
prevent them from going to the cities, !airs, villages and hamlets of the -· · · 
Empire and or the principalities, be it by land ot by sea. Given at Ratisbon, 
May 24, l544t1. 



Josel and Martin Luther. Letter of recommendation which Dr. W91! Capito_ ot 

Strasbourg, a friend or Luther, gave to Josel when the latter decided to 

visit Luther. [Scheid'• Joselmann de Rosheim P• 17!] 
[BreeelRu, Ztschr. v, pp.326-7. DatPe April 2n.1537] 

''May grace and peace tJe with our honorable rather in God ! 
Jo~eph.-1 one ,: --tbe moat pi,g)!!_ am'g the Jewa, art er their manner or viewing 
things-t ~11.mt 11. very great 1cholar whom the other Jews consider as their pa,. 
tron, has made uµ__}?~)~1ll~T,, i~.a P-~~~~'-2.':.1.1.t<:.!l.~e~~d received from Sa.Xe~ · 
In this letter he is informed that his Highness, the nector or Saxe, tor cer
tain misdeeds committed by certain vagabonds who have been publicly punished; 
according to reports, has been irritated to that point where he has made knowll 
his intention or expelling the Jews from his principality and or never again ·· 
permitting them to pass through his lands. He is likewise said to have already 
publ:tilhecl an edict according to which every Jevdsh stranger who will be found 
in his principality will incur a heavy penalty. We can hardly believe that 
this generous priace could have been able to conceive such hatred against 
these poor people. 
However, at the request of Joseph, we have not been able to refuse him a 
letter of recommendation for you. Since we are also of his opinion, either 
that you hear him yourselt or that you take cognizance of his petition; !in-

1 .•.• i ally, according to the duties of our trust, which God shows us as the image 
\ L;. i· ' i I of the highest-.t'ergiveneu, that you take in hand the affairs or the Jews and 

that you support them before the.. .. EmperOl". In this way they will see that 'we 
:1, l; 

l 
. . ,( 11.re ready to do the best not only for strangers but even for our enemies. 

----Honorable rather, do not be angry with us for having recommended this Jew and 
,'( (Af•·~ ... !or having burdened you with so heavy a burden, for •11e are not unaware of 
1 .· the fact that you need your time for other things, but we believe thl!.t it is 
r-··:\1.. our duty to heln the unfortunate. It is ror this reason that we are relying 

on your goodness 11.nd that we allow ourselves to beg these similar favors of 
you. 

{ I am going to send you 11. long letter by a messenger or by the men from Augs• 
\. burg, so that there will be no delay. 

I send my greetings 11.s does my community to you holy orders, dear father 1111nd 
master. Butzer, who to-day is going to B~de and wno knows the contents or 
this letter, sends you his respects a.nd urge~ you to ~-riously consider this 

tt if "'.. ., / · I ·• ma er. .•<' .; , •• ~ •.• ,.,, ·:· i 

May God spare you to us and to'. your ~t'J.r-va'nttt with h11.Dpiness" • 
*Thif' f;hould read "having a finP rel)utation". See 'rl.7 of Hi,efli•. 

K 
The magistrate ot Strasbourg also gave Josel a letter of recommendation at 

the same time ~1537). [Scheid's Joselmann de Rosheim, n. 18]. 
[BrP~slau, Ztschr. V, p.325.] 

"To the Duke John Frederick, Elector of Saxonya 
Most gracious Lordt here enclosed we have the honor of sending to his ducal 
grace a c9ny or the petition which Josel, Jew or Rosheim, addressed to us. 
This Jew has been favorably known to us for a long time as our neighbor. 
For many years we have watched him guard with zeal 11.nd in the most honorable 
•11.y the interests of his coreligionists and always, following the custom or 
the.Jews and according to his own intel~igence, be relie~ on God's goodness• 
It is for an affair of this kind that he wishes to undertake 11. journey to 
your ducal grace. 



Following the precept of St. Paul, that we should pity these Door oeople and 
aid them, we are giving him this recommendation, addressed to your ducal grace, 
to urge you to be kind enough to let him come freely to you and to have the 
goodness to listen to his report. 
In exchange for your fair dealings, we shall constantly be oBedient to your 
ducal grace. 
Signed, May s, 1537." 

L 
Letter which Luther wrote to Josel. [Scheid's Joselmann de Rosheim, p. 19] 

"My dear Josela I had indeed the intention of working on your behalf before 
my gracious lord, both by my works and by my writings, as moreover, I have 
proved by several of my brochureR which were useful to the Jew~. But your 
oeoole have made such Door use or my services and do so many tldiigs that we 
c~nnot tolerate that they have made me lose all desire or pleading your cause 
before the Drinces and lords. For my heart has always been and is directed 
toward them (the Jews) and demands that they be treated with kindness so that 
some day they may find in our God the Messiah whom they await• but they shoul~ 
not believe that by my favors they will be strengthened in their error and 
that they may become worse than they are now." 

M 

Letter which Josel wrote to the magistrate and council of Strasbourg explain-

ing his "Letter of Consolation" [;tl'.>nji1 J')""\).~ ] [Scheid 's Joselmann de 

Rosheia, p.21] [Bre~slau, Ztschr. V, pp.327-8• dated March, 9, 1541] 

"Severe, noble, serious, venerated, wise, gracious and obliging lords1 my 
most humble salutation to your grace1 Gracious lords, last year, after there 
had been published at Frankfort several brochures written by different 
preachers of Hesse, in which also the nam"' of Martin Butzer is sited, who, 
on two different occasions, as chief of the pri~sts, haA made troublesome 
attacks against the Jews, I have borne this blow with much patience on my 
part. But the Jews of Hesse and elsewhere have suffered greatly in consequence 
of these publications and have compl.ained to me begging me to come to their
help in giving them advicec I therefore wrote a brochure refuting article by 
article the accusations charged against the Jew•. · 
Gracious lords, I have also given to my brethren in Israel, as much as my 
feeble means and my intelligence allow me, advice which I have drawn fromthe 
Holy Bible &nd from the history or the prophets in which I told them not to 
be concerned with the assertions of Martin Butzer, or anyone else: also that 
they should no~ discuss religion with anyone, neither publicly nor secretly,· 
but to accept all, for God would not send us adversity did we not deserve it. 
In the aforementioned brochure I thus put myself to the trouble of answering, 
by quotations from the Bible, all these charges which are too often directed 
against us; and I proved our innocense. 
My brethren have undergone, as a result of these writings, trials to which · 
they have answered simply, as a pious Jew should do, begging and praising God, 
their divine Father, 
And so that the people should not be ignorant but should know that God does 
not take pleasure in injusti-0e, but in pity and mercy, I have sent in e•ch 
Jewishncommunity a special brochure, to one of the learned men of the place, 



with the request that he read the contents to his coreligionists, so that 
in their capacity or pious Israelites they should conduct themselves honest
ly and honorably in the fear or God. 
Gracious lords, in this way I guarded against the mistakes of certain ignor• 
ant Jews or of Christians, as I feared would be produced among people who 
have no notion of the Holy Scriptures. 
And in order to cut short this calmany I have had this little Hebrew document 
translated, by a pious person, in your language, that is to say, in German, 
so that intelligent people may see that I in no place in this document have 
sought to harm or to disparage anyone, but to satisfy everybody. -
Gracious lords, several people have advised me to publish this brochure, which 
I cannot do because there are too many ignorant people. But, as the council 
of Strasbourg is composed of men of high intelligence, and as I desire greatly 
that they be convinced of the falsity of the assertion of our adversaries,' I 
am submitting this document to them. It is for this reason, gracious lords, 
that I am leaving this brochure with the municipal secretary. Kindly examine 
the contents thoroughly, discuss every phrase and every word and be convinced 
that it cont'!.ins absolutely nothing that would harm anybody. 
This being done, I urge you, gentlemen, not to refuse to grant me a certifi~ 
cate stating that which I maintain. I trust that your grace will send me 
this stA.tement. 
I never forget to pray to the all powerful God !or the health of your graces 
and for a long and peac~ful administration of affairs. 
Kindly send me your gracious reply by a messenger, who can use my horse which 
I am leaving heref Your very devoted, 

Scheid read "~ossen" instr~d of Ioeal,, Jew of Rosheim, 
"Cost.en". See Breeslrtu, op.cit. Befehlshaber of the Jewish nation". 
p.308 note 4. 

N 

Letter of Josel to the council of Strasbourg asking its advice about writ~ng 

a brochure appealing to public opinion in reference to the charges made by 

Luther in "Concerning the Jews and their Lies". [Scheid 'a Joselmann de Ros
heim, p.22]. [9rer.slau, Ztsc~r. V, pp.322-4] 

"Severe, noble, wise and gracious lordsa Sometime ago I ad:tiHd<'tou of the 
sufferings that the Jews and your humble servants have endured because of 
certain writings. Now, there is no longer any way of living thus1 the common 
people say that if one robs or kills a Jew one may, for that, obtain abso• 
lution because Martin Luther said so in his brochure. 
Several years ago, when Capito was alive, you promised me aid and protection. 
You even then prohibited anyone from seeking justice himself.... _ 
Now I wish no longer to dispute with Martin Luther, for, in 1537, at the 
court of Saxony, he seemed willing to listen to my explanations, and since he 
a.Bain allows himself to be enraged by the baptized Jews he has preached __ _ 
'rechet' against us as well ashaving documents urinted. I went seven time to 
see him at Meissen without ever having been received by him. I was only able 
to receive a letter from him which I have submitted to you. 
His brochure will appear in this country. I come, consequently, to ask you 
to aid me with your advice. As the Jews of Meissen, those of the Duchy of 
Brunschqig, of Saxony, or Hesse arP- tormented because of Luther, I wish to 
refute him, without saying anything evil about him or about his writings, 



but solely by explanations drawn from the Bible, the prophets and the Talmud~ 
for I have gone over all these books yet I have never found that which Martin 
Luther has seen there. 
I therefore submit to you a Droor. 
July 11, 1543." 



Document which Josel obtained from Charles V in 15'4 at the Diet of Spete:. 

in reference to the blood accusation. fScheid's Histoire des Juif~ d'Alsace, 
p. 9?.t] [In part this may also be founa in his Joselmann etc., P• 4J . . . . 

" ••••• The Jewish nation still represents to us, as on several occasions; that· 
its enemies accuse it, on certain occasions, of needing Christian blood; that, 
consequently, it has to submit to harsh treatment, without a single proor· 
of these falu accus8.tions, and that they simply take faith in the word or 
envious ueople. 
However it is necessary to take into consideration the explanations that are 
given on this subject by the pope~, our holy fathers, who forbid anyone to 
believe the stories. Besides, we should take into account the decrees that 
were issued for the same purpose by the Emperor Frederick of blessed memory 
who based his edicts on the paoal declarations and who strongly urged a.ii 
the cities and all the villages of the empire not to allow anyone to place 
any faith in these inventions. In addition, as supreme chief of the Jewish 
nation, he 



p 

[Scheid, Histoire des Juifs d'llsace, P• 118ft]. In 1547 the following 
edicts appeareda 

"Ordinances concerning the Jews of the Upper-Austrian counties in Alsace and 
especially those of the regency of Ensisheim. 
Ferdinand, first bailiff of Upper-Alsace decreesa 
1. There can be only one Jewish household for each place in the regency, 
that is to say, husband, wife, unmarried children and servants. 
2. The synagogue of Ensisheim shall be closed. If the person who lives there 
shall receive strangers to pray there, even secretly, he shall be liable to 
a fine of one silk mark, as well as the stranger. 
3. No one shall give lodging to a strange Jew for more than one day and two 
nights without a special permission. In case of infraction, the guilty par
ties will be punished by a fine of one florin. 
4. The Jews shall not lend anything on real estate. If they do not submit 
to this article of our ordinances, they shall lose their credits. And it 
they then cite t~eir debtors before one of our judges, we shall forbid these 
magistrates from having anything to do with the matter. 
5. The Jews shall have no other property than one house in which to live and 
the necessary cattle for their own use. 
6. It is formally forbidden them to cite one of their debtors before any 
other judges than those of Ensisheim. 
7. We forbid them from gambling with the Christians, neither for small sums 
nor for large ones, in public establishments or else~here. 
8. If one of them wishes to marry one of his children, he shall have to ask 
for permission. In case he receives the permission, he shall have the wedding 
at his own home, without dancing in public and without inviting Christians 
to be present there. · 
9. If, at the feast of Tabernacles, they wish to erect tents, they shall be 
constructed only v.ithin the interior of their homes or of their courts. 
10. As we wish that a Jew be easily recognizable, and especially that he be 
distinguishable from the Christian, we charge the Israelites of the regency 
to w6ar garments mnde esnecially for them. Men and women, all shall we,.r, 
upon entering the cities or villages, a yellow circle attAched to their 
clothes or cloaks in a conspicuous place. BesideR, the men shall wear canA, 
the women aprons. 
11. It is expressly forbidden them to go over an agreement, whatever it may 
be, in an inn. 
12. If one of them should die, we do not wish that his coreligionists should 
have him buried on a Sunday or on a general holiday. If, however, there · 
should be two consecutive holidays, we shall permit them to take care of the 
burial in the afternoon. 
13. They shall not lend money on any object in gold or in silver, neither on 
any household article. 
14. If, on their festival of Easter, they wish to give some unleave.ned bread 
to a Christian, they must first ask for permission to do this. 
15. If the women wish to take ~ bath, we wi~h them to take it, secretly, as 
early or as late as possible. 
16. Because of the sorrow that we bear holy week for our church, we wish the 
Jews re remain at home during those eight days. 
17. We forbid them under the most severe uenalty from starting a religious 
discussion with a Christian. 
18. Every Jewish stranger who wishes to profit by the fairs and markets of' 
the regency, shall furnish a pledge and shall be accompanied in the cities. 
19. It is expressly forbidden everybody to have any business dealings on 
Sundays or holidays. This 28th day of March, 1547. Signed; Ferdinand. 



Letter of safe conduct which the Emperor Charles V gave to Josel on 
February 28,1548, in the city of Augsburg. [Rabbinowitz's, Yose~h Ish Ros
heim, p. 15ltt]. [Selected sectionsJ. 

"we Charles V by grace of God chosen Roman Emperor, continually adding'· 
lanA and broad~ning the boundaries of the Kingdom of Germany, Spain, etc., 
etc., King of Jerusalem, Hungary, etc., announce in this royal document that 
the Jew Josel of Rosheim has come to us and reported with feelings or humil• 
ity that although he had received a document of protection and safe conduct 
and passport, he and his wife, his prgeny, his servants, his possessions and 
his wealth, from my Father, our father Emperor Maximilian I (may his glory 
rest), and after the death of our rather, our elder the Emperor Maximilian 
(may his memory be for blessing) he received a similar letter of protection 
and safe conduct from us and from our brother the beloved King of Rome (Ferd• 
inand I). This document, besides protection and safe conduct, made him and 
his hou•ehold free from transport duties from place to place, and gave them 

oermission to travel within all the boundaries of Germany, in the dukedoms 
and principalities, etc., to trade without reparation (?) of travel, enter• 
ing and leaving cities; to pronounce free from all kinds of these imposts, 
his male and female progeny. And when the Jew, the aforementioned Joselin, in 
the year 1547, was in Prague standing before o~r brother, the beloved King of 
Rome and he presented himself before him in the city or Litmoritz which is in 
Bohemia, this doctunent (from the Emperors Maximilian and Charles) was lost 
and there remained to him of it only a transcript of the document of protect
ion and safe conduct and passport which w~s given to him (by Charles V) which 
was kept in the archives of our beloved city Oberehnheim and upon it was · 
placed the signet and the seal of this city. All this he (Josel) reported to 
us and he humbly begged us to renew the protection, shield and privilege of 
freedom and passport from place to place, to affirm the document with the 
royal consent. We considered this request which was stated in words of humil• 
ity and we al~o recalled all the good word and the benefit he had rendered us 
and the Holy Empire from then until now. Therefore, in order to deal with this 
man according to his good deeds which he had done for the congregations(?) 
and the evidence contained in the letters of attestation on the honesty or 
his guidance from many governors or the provincee and from the lords, nobles 
of the Kingdom of Germany and from the natives of many cities in Alsace. 
And in the midst (of all these letters) was also found a letter telling the 
honesty or the aforementioned Jew Joselin from our grandfather, the raunder 
of our family, (may his memory be for praise and for blessing), from the 
nobles of the province of Lower Alsace who dwell in Hagenau, that he (the Jew) 
was an honest leader according to his nature and his position, and that he 
had never been punished tor a crime or transgression against the government; 
that he, from earlier times, had come like a messenger from Jewry to watch 
over their aff~rs in the diets or the government; and we met him in other 
places, doing his work with diligence; and he proved his righteousness and 
his faith to our kingdom in the latest war with France, when he supported our 
armies and all of our soldiers with money and with victuals. 
Therefore we were so~ened by his request. Therfore we confirm, affirm and -
attest the letter of protection and defense from the Roman Empire in Germany, 
to him, his wife, his sons, his sons-in ... law, with all their wealth and poss• 
essions. And this letter will be, in place of the letter of protection which 
was lost, for witness and evidence in the hands of the Jew Joselin, his sons, 



etc., to make known wherever they may go that the Kingdom has extended mercy 
to protect them and make them secure in every place of the Holy Empire9 be~ 
fore us and before the princes and nobles who will arise after us, to declare 
the mentioned Jew, and all that he possesses, and his descendants after.him, 
free from all kinds of royal taxes exacted from travelers on entering and 
leaving the cities of the realm; to go to and fro free in any place, to trade 
and to behave according to the customs of the Jews and according to all the 
laws of privilege granted to the Jews without any disturbance or abuse. In 
addition to this, we are being gracious to him with mercy and with freedom, 
that in all the places of the realm where Jews dwell, they have permission, 
he and his wife, his sons and offsprings, with their wealth, their possessio11S 
and their moveable goods. And if a man has a summons against them, their · 
business or their goods, he shall summon them only to the. ceurt of the city 
in which they dwell and not to the court in the city of the one who is summon• 
ing them. Also they (the descendants of Josel) shall enjoy the general priv• 
ileges [granted] to every Jew of the realm and especially those which they 
inherit from the privileges which the emperors of Germany and the kings or 
Rome, our fathers, granted their fathersi with all these shall they be priv• 
ileged and they shall enjoy and use them. No one shall try to do anything 
against them nor to lessen their rights. They shall not endure harm from any• 
one, to lessen the privileges of freedom. 
And so we command and order (1) the princes, nobles, bishops, lords, knights, 
vassals, judges, councillors, etc., etc., and all our loyal vassals and sub
jects in ell the realm to give to the mentioned Jew Josel, his sons, his 
wife, his sone-in-law, their wives, children and households, nrotection, de" 
fense, free passport from place to place on the basis of this royal letter, 
confirmed and affirmed a month from to-day• for all of them (the princes) 
are obliged to help and assist them tthe descendants of Josel); that they 
may collect debts and payments due them according to the letters of proof, 
lawfully and justly, that they may journey freely in all the territory or 
Germany, in the duchies, the lands, the wild places (1) and in the villages, 
etc.,etc. Anyone who trespasses these orders shall be punished •••• " 



Contents of the Letter of Complaint which Josel wrote in the latter part of 

his life (af'ter 1552) to the Council of Hagenau. [Ra.bbin.owita's Todph !sh 
Rosheim, p.159 ff and Feilchenfeld, Appendix XXX, p.207ff]. 

"To the honorable, noble, learned councillors of the city and district or 
Hagenau I I, your humble servant, and the Jews of the city of Rosheim find 
ourselves compelled to come before you with a complaint against the head ot 
the burghers and the heads of the councillors of this city who have rebelled 
against righteousness and justice and against the affirmed and sealed letters 
which were affirmed and sealed between the inhabitants, the burgmers and the 
Jews of the place• these latter suffering oppressions and distresses until 
their strength h~s become too weak to endure and to be silent concerning the 
yoke that has been made for them1 
Yet, since these letters of agreement were written at different times and 
since the councillors JnA.Y not know their contents nor the deeds which were 
done too us, therefore I regard it necessary for us to recount all the tacts 
from beginning to end. I request -you, princes of Hagenau and the district, 
that it be not evil in your eyes if I recount at length the entirety of the 
yoke which has been made for us in the source of these many yearss 
l. It is true {now) that exceedingly evil things have been done, for the 
head of the burghers and all the inhabitants of the city of Rosheim have made 
~ yoke and have done evil day and night not only to the Jews who live there 
but they h'lV!? also done great harm to the alien Jews who pass through this 
city. Most of them they smote and plundered, until these Jews were forced to 
present th~ir defence and their complaints before the Imperial Privj' Court 
against those who disturbed the peace of the province. The noble Dr. M. Swa• 
pach drew up the documents accusing the men of Rosheim of that crime {disturb• 
ing the province). But I, the elder, did not wish to bring m'.'t.tters before 
that body and we decided to present our grievance before the judges or the' 
nlace .. that is, the noble councillors of the province of Hagenau, etc.,etc •• 
2. I then (when the wickedness of the men of Rosheim had been revealed) came 
with a complaint and request before the honorable council in Hagenau ana-I 
requested in humility thn.t, if it were favorable to the councillors, they 
should summon thP, two adversaries before them; that they should decree that 
one should bring his grievances and his accusations before them- the Jews 
and the leaders of the burghers of Rosheim and the province. The two sides 
should elucidate their complaints on a chosen day before the entire council 
so that it might mediate pea.cefully; and if the two sides would not compro .. 
mise, then let the law take its course. 
3. It is also certainly true thn.t the honor~ble councillors of Hagenau, who 
continua.lly show me kindness, answered me that they were ready to interest 
themselves in ~hese, our quarrels, with great seriousness and zeal in order 
to bring about a compromise between the Jews and the inhabitants of Rosheim, 
if the men of that city would likewise ask them. Then the matter V>'ould be 
handed over for investigation and examination to one of the councillors, 
Magister Bartholome Botzheim, etc.,etc •• But again the secretary of the city 
would not join themselves in order to bring a.bout peace for our sake. 
4. lnd it is also certainly true that they {the men of Rosheim) paid no 
attention to all this but continued to oppress the Jews and to ha.rm them1day 
and night they would shatter and break through the windows and doors of the 
houses of the Jews. And they did violence and oppressed even t··1 e J~ws who 



were found in the vicinity of the city, etc.,etc •• Thus they added to our low 
esta~e for some years and all that time they rebelled against the document 
of his Honor the Emperor, 11rtitten with an energetic order to the leader or 
the troop (1).and :o the councillors of Hagenau e•pecially in regard to the 
deeds of the inhRb1ta.nts of Rosheim to leseen their spirit and to puni!h. 

1
1' 

them and the great men would not harm the Jews again neither those who dwelt • 
there nor the aliens who were found in the vicinity ~r the city; and ·then the 
public order was issued in many copies to the officials that they should not• 
dare to trespass ~gRinst this letter regarding the privileges that were given 
(then to the Jews). 
5. And it is also certainly true that after all these matters four innabit• 
ants of Rosheim were found who had had agains sh~tt~red at midnight the win
dows of the Je~e and the doors of their homes and even the shutters of their 
shops. And v·hen I forced, because of important aff'-'.irs, to journey far from 
my house, they fell upon my wife and upon my children and they maltr~ated 
them so that they fdl ill. And when these evil-doers were judgecl, they were 
punished very lightly; a fine of one Strasbourger pound or three or four · 
da~s incarceration in the tower of the city. But they did not consider paying 
damages of injury and disgrace to my wife and children who, because of their 
evil deeds, had fallen ill. And despite all this evil, the destruction of our 
homes, some of which fell upon us, a yearly tax of one hundred gulden was 
placed upon us ••• etc. 
6. Thus they did to me, who for fifty years was the representative of the 
Jews and I suffered ahd bore tortures and fears. Never have I refused anything. 
For instead of strife and war, peave, love and fraternity should exist between 
men. For tll the forty years v.hich I dwelt in Rosheim, I was obedient and 
attentive not only to the voice of the rulers but alsQ to everythin2 whic~ ~he 
natives C!ought of me. It :j.s incumbent upon me to rel'lte the good wh:rcn I i 
for the inhabitants of this place at the time of the Peasants' War when .. l 0 0 
peasants beseiged the city of Roeheim and they pitched their tents in the 
fort of Altor! about one-half mile from the city, and the city fell into a 
state of beeiegement. Only I, alone, went to the en~my who encamped against 
the city. I placed myself in a state of da.ngert I went at midnight to awaken 
the head of thP burghers, Hans Mangen and his assistant Jacob Wagner from 
their sleen and I advised them to close the city gate~. And I went a second 
time to the l.e.,ner" of th€1 band or revolting pea11ants, As111mus Gerwer, Peter 
von Nartheim and Dieholten von Dalheim and I handed over to them eighty 
pieces of pure gold and they gave me a letter and seal of protection that they 
would leave the city and would no longer come to its gates until they had 
first conquered all the other cities of the kingdom. And when this thing waR 
told to the mPn of Rosheim, the heads of the natives came forth to meet me 
and said "You and your progeny shall rPceive their reward for the good whi~h 
you h"tve done us". 
7. Not many years after that, when I had lost my riches and my substance in 
France and se~t more than seventy pieces of gold to Innsbruck ••• and when the 
Ma.rgrave Albrecht drew near to the city it was already kno\•:n that he would 
take silver as ransom from all the cities through which he and his large 
army PA.seed. I took out of my own pocket four hundred gulden in gold and sil .. 
silver and tnok it to the leaders of the burghers to lend them if they would 
draw eneagh money from their souccee to induce the lPa.der of the army to turn 
away from the fity and not to enter and destroy it. Thus and thus did I do 
for thP good of the community. And desoite all this, they repaid me with evil 



for my good deeds, and they forced me to bring charges against them.• · 
§§ 8 and 9 contain in detail enumeration of the good deeds which Josei had: 
done for the city of Rosheim and the wisked deeds which the burghers or Roe-
heim had done and were doing to him and to the other Jews who dwelt in that 
city up to that day. 

ln. "For sixty years, you councillors and you fathers tested me and •aw my 
work. New you h~ve seen the letters of complaint which we have sent-to you: 
decide who is righteous; bring out 'CfI'f innocense ~nd the innocense of my chil· 
dren with mw to the light, etc.,etc ... 

[This is but a free and incomplete translation.] 



s 
Document from the communities to Josel (written July 14, 1551) authorizing 

him to be their ambassador and to represent them before the government. 
[Rabbinowitz's Yoseph Ish Rosheim D• 162 ft and Feilchenfeld's Rabbi Josel 
9on Rosheim Appendix XXVII, P• 202 f]. 

After a blessing of peace in the n;une of the Lord, God of Israel, the rabbis 
and leaders of the communities inform Josel that in his intermediary work he 
should be informed of the followings 
1. That the Jews had already made an agreement with Duke Albrecht of Bavaria 
to continually pay for the right of travel for Jews, going ~nd coming," one
half gulden for each Jew, an Ort {an Ort is a coin eauivalent to a fourth 6r 
a third of a gulden in those days in Germany) for each Jewess and one-halt 
Ort for each Je•1ish child; and after the payment of this sum permission is 
given them to journey trr ough all the cities of Bavaria. If three or four 
Jews wish to journey to-gether on the same trip, then all of them to-gether 
pay one~half Batz. And so that they will not do business on the way lending 
money, and in those places where it is customary to place taxes on the Jews 
by the imposition of other amounts, they must pay themiexcept, in addition, 
those taxes already long customary. 
2. We have read that vi,hich you have ••ritten to us, that which was arranged 
between you and his Highness Kristobal (Cristoffel) Virt (Wirt. [Wirtenbarg ?]} 
and how you came to an agreement with him regarding permission of entrance: 
and we concur with that. 
3~ Although you, yourself, know this, we repeat thAt His Ro,al Highness, Em
peror in the German Roman Empire, has sent letters of command to all the heads 
of the divisions of the people that in all the roads throughout Germany they 
should not exact from the Jewish travelers more than the customary imposts. 
4. Also at the Imperial Diet which was held in the latPr days in Augsburg, it 
was decided by the Emperor, Dukes and other leaders of the German people, 
that we would be permitted to enter into trade, faithfully, on market da.ys,etc. 
5. That ~hich you have written to us regarding the edict from the Emperor not 
to call upon the princes, etc •••• but that we tell the intPrcessor which one 
of all the princes and dukes in this matter etc •••• we agree to your plan and 
permission is given you to bring it to completion. 
6. We also agree with you regarding the compromises between the ignorant Jews 
who stayed in the dukedom of Virt {Wirt.) and that prince •••• 
7. Just ~s we agreed with you, so we all disagree with you regarding the Jews 
in the principality of Virt (Wirt.), that they should not push their griev• 
ances but should agree to the legal judgments between them and the inhabit~nts 
of another province according to the result of the findings of the judges in 
that province. 
B. We inform you that you have permission to impose punishments on ev~ry Jew 
and Jewess who trespasses the ordinary things and the innovations which you 
have made. 
9. Inform us please or the agreement and the arrangement which you will make. 

Ai the end of the document it is explained th~t th~t document was sent in 
answer to questions of Josel and was v,ri tten by the rabbis and lPa.ders who 
were ~athered at Frankfort July 14, 5311 of creation (1511). 
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Document of Coneolation written by Josel to his fellow Jews after the 

appearance or Butzer's book. [Rabbinowitz'e Yoseph Ish Rosheim, p.164 ft, 
Feilchenfeld'e Rabbi Josel von Rosheim Appendix XVI, p. 180 ff] 

The contents of the lettera 
After Josel blesses his brethren with peace in the name of the God of Israel, 
he urged them to await continually the salvation of the Lord and for Hie mer
cies every day. He says a 11 The l?lll.n who disturbs us, Martin Butzer, has imputed 
sins and crimes in his dispute with you and he has also published his hatred 
in order to make you appear disgraceful in the eyes or the nobility and to 
arose their hatred against youJ he has imputed crimes against you the like- of 
which you could not imagine. And not this a.lone, but he has also blasphemed 
our Torah and P.Ven offered to preach his disgraceful sermons before you in 
order to stir up doubt in you regarding the faith of Israel which has been 
kept pure for us from the time of Abraham our father until now. I have re" 
ceived the letter which you sent me •••• etc. And although I am burdened v:ith 
the aff~irs of the group, yet for the sake of God and in order to establish 
you truthfu~ly so that you do not err from the good and straight way, that you 
be wholly with God and his Torah, I indicate briefly with allusions, with-the 
mercy of God who does mercifully and teaches man understanding in the Holy 
Scriptures etc." 
"The first chapter (in the bpok of accusation which Butzer has written) about 
which you compl~in, is intended to qrouse against you the anger and hatred of 
the rabble. In many places he has already abhieved his purpose. In the vicin
ity of Friedburg (Fridpurg) a Jewish man was flogged and all his possessions 
were taken from him. The evil doer saids See, Jew, whri.t the teacher Butzer 
he_s published against you, how he has permitted the ta.king of your blood. 
My beloved brethren, I have done what I could; I disputed with Butzer in Frank
fort and I defeated him. Yet he <D ntinues to write and publish his attackff, 
and his soul knows no satiety. Therefore I a.m sending you this booklet so that 
you may answer your blasphemers, for you refute them with our Holy Scriptures, 
for all his accusations and attacks are founded in lies etc. 11 

From here on is lacking in m~nuscript. In the third folio Josel tells at 
length the horrible occurence in Berlins the burning of the thirty six mar• 
tyrs and how the matter came to light through Philip Melanchthon and the monk 
who afterwards accepted Protestantism and testified that the one v·ho stole 
the sacred articles had confessed to him that he had done the crime and that 
the Jews who had been martyred were innocent, and righteous. Their innocerise 
and righteousness was made evident about thirty years after their martyrdom. 
?n the manuscript Josel expands this matter so that the Jews would be able 
to write ~nd to .nuhlish the occurrence to admonish the people and the govern
ment not to judg~ too quickly and thereby spill innocent blood as was done in 
Berlin in 1510. 

In the seventh folio Josel saysa "In this letter I do not v·ish to revile any 
man with evil words or even change his thoughts. All that I wish is to vin ... 
dicate ourselves and to remove from us the shame of our revilers in order 
that even the gentiles may know all the wickedness of Butzer, that the ruling 
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Landgrave, in whose heart God has placed mercy to go good things for our 
people, ~nd that fellow Butzer is sending his accusations to him and accuses 
us of every kind of calumny." Josel then recounts all the dispute between him 
and that accuser. The last or his words to Butzer were1 "The Lord, who has 
guarded His people from the time of Abraham until now, will guard us even 
from so fearful and ha.rah an enemy as you." "With these words", says Josel, 
"I left him; and then I heard that he again continued to do evil and to make 
accusations. But now even the people who follow him knov'l that it is not the 
snirit of God which speaks in him but the spirit of hatred and enmity, which 
you know is only intended to destroy and to damage and to stir up strife be
tween diff~rent nations and religions. And where there is hatred, ~rath and 
anger, the Lord is not merciful to all His creatures~ And regarding the olan 
which Butzer advised, to force all the Jews to come and listen to the sermons 
of the priests which were said to put the Torah to shame, Josel advised not 
to,listen to this- even to the orders of men of power and officials• and not 
to go to hear the sermons. And for this reason alone, for if the Jews would 
go to hear the sermons of t.he Protestant priests it v:ould show that already 
some doubt had arose in their hearts about the truth of Judaism. And let them 
not think that they will answer these accusationa. The priests thems~lves 
know that their words will not stand examination but they want the Jews to 
say things opposed to the priests that they find an opportunity to fall unon 
them. 
From folio nine to folio fourteen ate found the principles of Judaism. 
In folio nineteen Josel tells in great detail his journey to Saxony,~to the 
Duke, and that he had with him a letter from the great scholar Dr. Wolf 
Capito, which w~s written with the knowledge and consent of Bupzer, that 
he should be treated wit.h kindness and pity. 
In folio twenty he relates the goodness and mercy which the rulers of Stras
bourg did for the Jews at the time of the Peasants• Revolt. 
In folio twenty~one he writess "The Protestants accuse the Jews that they are 
supporting the Catholics; and in the Catholic councils they say that the en• 
tire Reformation Movement was caused by the JewR: from this it is obvious 
that accusations of this kind are baaed on lies. The Jews are content to 
dwell in peace and to serve their God and they have no interest in the schis• 
matic strife which has arisen in the Christian church. 
From folio twenty three to the end he relates the words of the discussions 
betv1een himself and the proselyte Margarita in Augsburg and how this proselyte 
was put to shrune. 
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