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lllRZL'S ZIOflST IISOLOOI AND ITS RBUTIONSHIP TO THI 
NIAR !&STIRN <IJIBTiotf, 1890 - 1904 

It 18 tbe purpoee or this thesis to enm ne the actiTiti .. 

or Theodor Heral in relation to his att...,t• to establiJlb a '-18h 

State in Palestira. The sources have been examined, with attention 

placed in the field ot 1.nt.ernatioral. relations, toeued tamard thB 

Hear East, trona 1890 to 1904. 

The writer has fmnd that althmgh Herzl conceiftd or h18 

plan in the spirit or .. tionall• which was sweeping the countries ot 

~q>e at that time, h1a plan, tar senral reasora, was unteasable. 

Although Hersl dealt at lencth with the leaden or western, eastern 

and uiatic •rope, be ... neftr llOre than a pawn in the hands or 

these *Uled dipl.amts. His etrcrts to eliainate the debt. ot 

Turkq •t with tnistration at eft17 turn. It was to the 1.nt.erest ot 

the Foran to keep Turka7 in !i.mncial difficulties for this alland 

thea to enter the cou&17 and invest large 8U8 ot aonq in her 

ecollOllV'. This is a direct result cl the other llOft•mt in existence 

at that ti.ma econmic ~rial.isa. BT irrfestiog tmge sum in a 

giftn area, the Porers were able to cont.rol the policies ot the 

da:d.nated area and exploit her reamrces tar their om use. 

In a s-.U measure Herzl soullzt to do the sue with Turlcq. 

B7 helping her with monq' he apected large grant.a or land and 

at.her concessions tor the Jf1ff8. This hope was neftr realised tar 

the at.her mti ans had inti.nitely llOl"e reswrces and put all their 

energy into the constnict.1 on or the Berlin to Bagdad Railroad. Far 
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a variet,y of reasons this plan was acceptable to the S.ultan but it 

permitted the European investors to realize huge profits art the ex-

pense of the Turkish econonzy-. Herzl, attempting to compete with 

these forces was hopelessly outclassed; the times were against him. 

It is the thesis of the writer that Herzl, living and work-

ing for his ideal during those years, had no possibility, at any 

tin~, of realizing his dream. .\\! 
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Pref ace 

The choice of a thesis topic is not always an easy one. The 

writer, harever, was fortunate in that the idea for this paper was 

given to hilll in a histo17 class at Hebrew Union College cmtr a year 

ago. Once acme element&J'7 research had been done, the choice was not 

so di.tficult fer the subject of this p11per was an extremeq interest­

ing and challenglsw indiTicUal. 

llalJT biographies haft been written about Theodor Herzl; he 

was, after all, one ot th! great Jewish men d rece~ ti•s. In all 

of the research, h011111tver, I did not discover &J'\Y valid reference to 

the interm.tional picture during the ;years of Herzl •s activities. 

Herzl was alwa19 treated in a anner which excluded hi.JI troa his 

times and troa the spirlt of th! ;years in which he was active. It 

was the putpase or this writer to relate Henl to his period in 

histar'1' and to shar hia not only in the light or his Zionist actin­

ties bllt in relatiODBhip to his dealingB and actirtties with the 

Powers that niled. As a result, we mat di.sccwer whether this l•der 

or men was indeed such a great figure or whether, all thingB being 

equal am an obj.ti ft stu<17 being •de, he as not. mere]T anot.her 

an on the seem or histo17 who gaTit us an idea, worked for it and 

is remmbered for his thought. Practical achieve11ents had to be 

lett for others. 

The task or writing this paper was more ditficult. It 

could never haft been done were the writer not tortwate enmp in 

havi~ as hie guide Dr. Bllis Ri't'ld.n, Associate Prat'eHor ot 1118tC117 

at the Hebrew Union College. A great debt is ared to hi.a; in thill 



-.nner I seek to tt..nk hi.a for hia guidance, kindness and friendship. 

Robert L. !Athan 



Cbapt.er cm 

HIRZLa BIS Lin lND TH<JJGRI' 

Central Birope, throudiout the nineteenth centu17, was in a 

state or constu& tul'W>il. nae to the aD;T changes lll political 

policies, in econcw1c endeaTors and in tbe social llileau, tore• 1181'9 

ccai.ng to the fore which were mw and, theretcre, different.. Theee 

drins nre to affect the entire bistcr;y or the a>.ropean continent, 

particularq Cent.ral mu-ope. After 1815 the man ot the hau.r was, 

unquestionabl7, lletternich and it was the SJStea which be represent.ed 

which nor started to decline. 111.nini, the great idealist and nation­

alist, instrumntal in the unUication or Ital7, characterised the 

age cl lletternkh by describi .. the mna 

•en the monarchist side there exists bu.t one mn in 
Jmoq>e. Thia an - the ~ one to c~rehend the 
preses airc>pean situation and its inhere~ dangers 
- is llettem1ch; and Metternich ill 1->bilit;y per­
sonified, tbe Chinese principle in its bighes·t ex­
pression, the Status Qlio incarnate •••• Metternich 
is a great mn. Be tas penetrated and grasped the 
nature of the principle he represent.a, and troa all 
hi.a stu• be has derind an axioa which is the 
re.._ of hi.a ent.ire political scien:ea lloYeaent. ill 
fata1.•l 

What did -rge, horner, mch to the dialiklt of all of the comena-

tin forces in lbrope, was the mowwnt which we know ·thia ~ aa 

Nationalilla. It was a spirit of the age, which united all t1J)e8 of 

peq>le under a btnner or slogan in an etfort to join t ioptber in 

order to achieve certain ends. . Thu.a, the7 united in P:ran:e under 

Bonaparte Ill, in Ital7 under llazzini and CaTcur, in Ole~ under 

BiB-.rk. The luatr~llmp.rian z..>ire, then one or the largest in 
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krcpe, felt the stirrings ot this aont•nt aa its ~r mtionalitiee 

attupted to find <r achine recognition as distinct, :national grmpe. 
I 

There were the lllngariane, Croats, Czecbm, SlOYakB, Poles, Rum.Diam 

and other less natianalq-conacicws grmpe. kdl one ,of these tried 

to emlate the auple •et forth b7 llauini so that th197, also, 

would attain a place in the llWl. In the case at llaszi:ni and Ital1', 

"llbat actual.]¥ did e•rge was •Ymng Italy.• 
That is to aq, in tmt Savona cell, ao•tim 
between Hat". 1830 and the end cl Jan. 1831, ai11 

apoetolate was conceiftd which, in the tulnes1s 
of ti•, am for a brief eterral hmr, was to 
engage the absolutist Parers ot 9lrope in the 
nae ot the Ideal, am ~ the t...,osaible t •O 
pass.•2 

blong all peoples, then, the urge was felt to f cra themelftS 

into a union, with a representatift go,m:aimr& which 1r1ould protect its 

interest in the race or the wm-ld situation. •It ner there wu a 

'spirit c4 the Age,• the apirit. C1f the second half of 1~bl nineteenth 

centU17 was political mtioml.i• ••••• The national'.181~ .n ot the 

period froa l.848 - 1878•3 are indications ot thia tre11i and were onl7 

later followed b7 i.Jll>erialistic conquests. tiationalieJ1 was the onq 

ideal which 111 ttered no eclipse du.ring the reaction wh:lcb set in 

tolla.ing the rewlutiom ot 18L8; in tact, it 111.gt& ~! said that it 

anything, this aonmelt and ideal grew stronger. The••! people were 

1.d.erested not on.17 in their naticmalities tor tbe sala! at self-

ganrment., mt alao insClfar as their particular l&ngunge, custom, 

am literature were concerned. 

• • • • • • a f ermezt. ot national18t sentimnt, 
•nifesti• itself aa~ the weaker peoples n~:Jt; 
•rel.7 in a sturc:t;r and heroic resistance ap.1.Jist 
political absorption or territorial national.ilsa, 
but in a passi orate reriftl or ~ custa•, 
language, literature and art; while tt; bred 1.J.1 



mare domi.nart. peq>les stranie ambitions or nation­
alist4• desti.ny• and an attendant spirit or Cbau'ri.n­
iaa.• 

Thia feelinc on the part of •1\Y peoples mni.f ested itself 

in a 'ftriet7 ot ways. All or a sudden, wder the 1.Jlpet.us ot certain 

eYents which took place within a court.17, the attitude ta.rd cer­

tain basic factors in the lives cl the peopla clanged. The cmnt.17 

was the aost 1.Jlportant aspect at their exiatem:e, tbB indiTict.lal 

was not.bing; the 1iJ1c is the 8)'11bol, the Church is the tru.e gDide and 

tutor in •tters relatirw t.o the spiritual. denlopmnt ~ all. The 

supreme good was to be able to tight. and die fer court.1'7, king and 

Church. 

"Thia 18 not rational.1.aa, not b1•nitarianiea, not 
coemapolitaniaa, not the 18th cesu17. It is r~ 
mnticin, tt. 1.8 the tne religl on ot the preses 
age, it i8 the one unfailing appeal to which con­
servati Tes l'aft al..,s been able to resort eftr 
since the Revolution - it iB aodern •tionalisa, 
the religion of irrational patriot.iaa. De lfaistre 
appealed to the Frenchmen to save France and her 
king; Bllrka called on Bngl.1.shaen to defem Bnglard 
and her Caastitution; and thus hu eft1'7 statesman 
col.led on hiB tel.lan to prepne the great tradi­
tions fl their natin lam.•) 

The farces in co-m saw in thia .,,aent the one chance or uniting 

the nrioua elements in their populations and ot ral~ a nation 

behind its goTerimt!& • The llOf'e.nt, as it grew an:l became acre 

int.ense, then becMB a force which tad to be reckoned with. Whole 

• 
peq>lea were atlue with a nn kind or seal ud it ... the task or 

the ruling class of politiciam to utilise tbia .wsae rt. t.o their 

I best possible advantage. All farces in IJ'lblic lite were drawn into l tho ideological. battle and •in the most remote places and .. _ tho 

most diftrSe peoplas natiorali.e• throTe; Ireland, Jlcrn7, Finland, 



Poland, Qreece, IAtin America, India and Japan."6 

"The 7e&r8 troa lBi.B - 1871 witnassed sa. strik-
irw achieve1'11911t of national patriot.in throughout 
Central :Dirope. lhe17 popular literature WU 
affected. Scholars came under the racial spell. 
Ind1 rtduala were acuteq conscioua fl their m­
tionallt7. In the nae at nationali•, an adTen-
turer niled Fnnce tor 22 )'9&1"8J because of na­
tionali• the Habebur& dminiom were tuailtuouaq 
shaken. Political independence was assured the llaoare, 
am political unification, after the aspirations at 
ceit.uriea, wae secured to Germana and Italians.•7 

The nn •cmt•nt ot idealiJla also created a furore aaong the 

di verse classes ot peoples. Tm shape ot a c wrt.17 was nat. onq to 

be changed external.q but 1.nt.ermll,y as well. The con1'1.ict between 

the midclle class, the ractC117 hands and tte entrenched minarit7 was 

na. to break 1.nt.o the open in all its t'ur7· Bach aepent or societ7 

had a stake in the rc:rcea which would shape societ7 for future years 

aid •ch was desiroua fl attaini~ the best possible advant.ages under 

the nn 97st.t111 which was bwnd to emrge. 

"Back at the mltiplicit, anl d1Yersit7 ot 19th 
cesur7 tendencies lies the ner-accelerated rate 
at 1'hich econmic torcea ot •ocial clw.nge haft 
been proceedlac. The trin.,_nt alddla claaa ma 
itself •pl.it. into a Dllllber at aectiorw; the great 
boq fl 1.mlatrial won.re tlat ••rged has been 
subdirl.ded in a ivriad ot ways. Imtead or a rn 
111.Jlple claasea aaq which an urban population wu 
develapiac, tar aenral generations w haft had a 
aociet7 braan up into a great maber of special 
groupe, each with ita mn iit.eresta and ideals, 
and each contllct~ with tbl at.here on i.llportant. 
poi.rt.a. llationaU.a too has ent.ered to cut acrase 
all aucb econom.c lines and crate ... diri.ai.am 
aaong •n and nn groupings.• 

The new middle class was sure to become the dominant force in the lite 

ot tm 5tate from thi.9 ti• omard. Althoufli the at.her claasea at 

societ)" attempted, at times, to wrest mthorit7 trc:a these buaineaa 

ir&erests, it soon becamo ended. tlat the most illportant deYelcpmnt., 
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as a result or the nationalist sentiment, was the rise ot the llliddle 

class to a position of dcairance which it would not. eaaiJ¥ rellnquiah. 

It is we to thia group that lllropean civilization em.ered a new phase 

of proeperity, a phase in which blaineas and indust.17 pla;yed the dcai­

naJt. role. The three •jor cbaracteriatica, then, to be found in the 

atrope ot post-1871 were aa tollars ,9 

(1) polltic&l.]¥ speaking, the beg!.~ in nearq eft17 
count.17 of a new fcra or gorerment which baa lasted 
at least to 1914; 

(2) socialq, a preeminence of the aiddle class, baaed 
directq upon the econamic foumation at the Incm.a­
trial Revolntion and which 110d1.fied the activities 
and ambitions ot at.her classes; and 

(3) pollticalq, exaltation under middle class auspices 
ot three ajcr principles or the French ReTOhltioru 
(a) indiTidial ll'berV, (b) ccmstitutionalin, in­
cludlng repreaentatift goftrnaent, am (c) nation­
alism. 

The Jewriah people residing in Centnl atrq>e were al.80 caught 

·up in this tremied desire to attain a hmeland tor th9Selves. Al­

though some rationalities or rel.1.g1au groupe lad lcqt since been 

grant.ed freedcm of worship ani the ri&ht at aasellbl.7, the Jen found 

the•elvea in a ftrT peculiar position. Al.though the boon or equalit7 

was extended to aaD7 Jewish indiYidual.s, this r1'J:bt wu not. granted to 

the Jewiah people in its corporate capaci v. Par the Jen, "the price 

at Blaancipation was aaaiailaticn and the diAppearance ot the Jewish 

people as a distinct et&it7 •ong the rations. lam but a religiau 

bond wu to exist hencetorth between Jen .•10 

Theodor Heral, who was to become the repreaent.atift or JflflrT 

in the struggle to attain a natioml indlpendence, was bcrn into an 

era which was preci.sely atflicted by this coit.radiction. Hie whole 

environment was saturated with the natiorw.11.et aentimnt curre& in 
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thoe• timeB ,et. b1.a peaple was relegated to an interior poeition. 

W'l'be .Jtnra ot lbdapest carried on a long struggltt 
tor social and c1Til rights. The e•ncipaticn 
Tot.ed b7 the lllngarian Re1chstag in 1849 • • • • • did 
not. takB el'tect • • • • • It WU only after the Aua­
gleich, the c...,r-1.M arrange•nt. accardlng to 
which BlftPl7 wu to enj07 the broadest mMSUre 

ot autcma1V within the framework ot an Austro­
Bulgarian union, that the Constitution ot 1867 
CC11pleted the emncipation ot the Jen."U 

And this did not. prennt. the Jll.Tor ot Vienna tre11 calling the Jen the 

1llOllt despicable name and he felt that it was all one whether one hangs 

ar beheads them. 

n. 18 into such a world, and int.o a JewDh c• •nit.7 tm. 

situated, that Theodor Heral..., barn oa lll7 2, 186o. Be led a c-­

tort.able lite in hi• -.r]T ~n u his rather wa• well situated 

financiall7 and the ditticultiea ot the yean did not penetrate int.o 

t he sto.id and well placed middle cl.us fuiq. It was not. till the 

spring ot 1873 that the autaid9 wcrld •de it• inraadB into the 

t~ or Be"l aa b1.a father la9t all et hi• financial holdinga in 

the depreHion ot that 19&1'• It was the t1-, also, ot the begSmtng 

ot political ant.i-eeaitin in Oe!'laJ\Y, Austria and lllnga17 and thia 

factor, plu.I the econcai.c •ituation, did mch to intensity ant.i-Jn-

1.sh feelings thrmghmt the land. The stage wu set ao expertq, in 

tact, that the Tina Bllar ritual mrder trial cauld take place a 

bare fift years thereafter, in 1882. It was the custom in thoee 

dqa, and among the social clue ot which Bersl was a part, that 

upon reaching the proper age he entered the Realachule. It was 

there that he mt hie first anti-semitic incident . In later Jean 

he was to recall thia u tallan a 

"liner umerer Lehrer ericlirte di• Bedfttung dn 



Wort.ea 1Be1den1 indell er sagt.ea •zu dieeen_geb0ren 
die Got.sendiener, lllhulmedaner und Juden. ••12 

Ual\T of the writers delving into the background of Herzl haft concluded 

that it was due to this relll&rk, and perhlpe at.her unrecorded incident.e 

that he left the Realsblle in l87S. It see• to the writer that this 

is an erroneous explanation tor it •s not. till •117 years later that 

Herzl first became aware or the Jewish question and it was not. till 

the time of the 1>reJ'fu.es affair that Herzl first began to deal with 

the problaa or anti-e-.ttisa. The ellplanation or Josef Patai, al­

though it also can not. be prcnen concrwt.eq, see• mch aore valid in 

the light of Herzl's age and enrlro111mtnt: 

"In Feb. ot 1875, he left the Realschlle not. because 
ot the ant.i-Mllitic spirit that preftiled there, aa 
was alleged in a hlaoristic auto-biognip!JT written 
in later 79rs, bat because at hia intemi ft preoccu­
pation with poet17 which handicapped him even in h:1a 
Jeriah studies." 

A.1"ter mcb debate u to hie future career and due to the 1'act that 

Henl•s belO'nd siater pueed aftl' at an early age, the fallily lert. 

their native Budapest and Herzl enrolled in the Fall or 1878 u a 

student in the law !acult.7 at the Un1.Yersit7 ot Vienna. A ftJ7 ~ 

teresting and tnie !"act i• pointed out b7 Alex Bein in connection 

with his law studiesa 

•Among hi• studi .. was Rcman lur, which •de the 
deepest inpreaaion on bi.a. He biaaelt baa said 
so .t'requent.ly, and traces ot Romn law are Yisi-
ble in his Judenstaat; it is illplicit in his conten­
tion that a s•ll m1.norit7 can exercise thlt right 
of acting on behalt or an entire people.•14 

This last observation bf Bein, inadvertently points out har mch or 

a product Herzl was or his dq and at his class. The intellectual 

erwps of all the llinorities, including the Jen, were comt.ant.q 

pressing ror the ideal of a state of their am neftr doubting tar a 
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a mc•nt. their abilit7 to govern th-el Tes. Ttds thml!Jlt was fQJ.Jld 

in the person or Bersl as well •• in any other ~ic ind1Tic'1al to 

be frund uo~ the Slaw, Czechs and the at.hers. Bersl thmght in 

terms with which he was familiar; in terms which were acceptable to 

his station and societ,.. 

Bersl, althmgh cont.im~ with his law studies, soon showed 

an incliration tonrd the literar.r. He c~ed tar ~ prisee mt 

failed to win ~ recognit !:on; it was not. until 188S that he won his 

first prize and a job at a t111par&J7 position on the Wiemr ~llge!eine 

Zeitun1. Be tmn detinit.eq decided to relinquiBb hie law position 

and soon •t initial eucceH as a writ.er. In 1889 be married. Jlersl 

then transferred hie allecianc• to the line Freie Presae, one or the 

aoet influential PllP91'8 cl his da7. Througbaut. the l!ltGl"llllJ career 

which waa to follow, Be:rsl mftl' forsook the usociation with this 

paper and his dependem:e on this salaey did m.ich to •ke his !uture 

struggles eftn •ere bitter. 

• • • • • • in Herzl •s inability to rise above the 
•eres or 111.ddle class Vienna •••• be was coa­
pelled, he thoidtt, to aintain his position on 
the paper. ~' Because, as he •aJB again anl 
again, he -t on the one band haft the Jl8am to 
keep up his diplmatic rrott. and on the other han:l 
prortde tcr his t•iq 'in the ~ tbq are 
aceusto•d to liYe.' It is a little di!gcult 
to imagine a Jlusine •••• answering so.• 

It seell8 that during the ti• or hie stay in Vienna and his later tram-

fer to Paris as Parisian correspondent or the he Freie Preaae, 

Hersl took on some cl the cmracteristica ot the art.i-eemte bimelt • 

He' hmeTer' in a later piece or writi nc refers t 0 himelt a• an 

assiailationist. In 189S we read in h18 Tapliicber ot bu tint 

visit to a Temple in Paris a 



•Ich g1ng na eretermal in den T~el der rue de 
la Viet.ore, fand den Got.tesdienst wieder f eiei­
llch und rUbrend. Viele• erinnerte Iii.ch an mine 
Ju.pnd, den Ttmple in der Tabakp.see in Pest. Ich 
aah air die hieeige Juden an und tand die Pamilien­
ihnlichkeit ihrer Geeichter, ku.hnel6 verdrUckte 
Kasen, acheue und listige Au.gen.• 

9. 

Prm the abaft w can also dedllce that Herzl mat tw.ve had acae pleas­

-' _.oriee of hie Jeriah hcae. It then~ prone to ue haw far be 

had rmond himself trm such a rel.ig1Qla at110Bphere, later he •kee 

special mention of the fact tlw.t he lit a Christ.ma tree tor his 

children. Since one ot hie guests as not. too haPP7 with this act, 

Herzl wu willing to placate the old an b7 calling it a "Chanuka­

baua."17 The ~ tmard hia re1:1gian and its practices is umia-

talcable here. 

In the courn of hie writings, Herzl also did a great deal 

ot reading, even in hie ear].y years. One of the boolca which cam 

into hia handll was D\ihr1ng8 "l>ie Judentrage ale Frap der Ba1111en­

schidlichkeit tUr Exist.em, Sit ten u.nd Jhltur der Volker.• His reac­

tion to this Tolume as a ftJ"7 rlolent one in that he found bimelt 

a Jew all onr again atter he had alread;y forgot.ten or comenient~ 

misplaced his religiQle attillation. In 1899, be writes in retre>-

spect and with the experiences ot his career in aind1 

• ••••• Das Dicb tlihring•s wirkte au! mi.ch, w1.e 
wenn ich einen Schlag aut den lopt bekcmmi 
hitte. Und 110 1st ea wobl •nchen west.lichen 
Juden ergangen der aeiB Volkstua acbon Tollig 
vergess~ batte ••••• • 

ktiw anti-eelllitisa did not. appear to h1a until, walld.ng in the 

streets of Mains in 1888, he heard the intuoua ·~ .• 1't wu 

at the second occurrence that he iakee one of hie tint statellente 

for now the call of the anti-eemite affected h1a u a persona 



"Das swit-1 1Nl'de 111.r in Baden by Wien 
•Saujud' nachgeruten •• ••• Dieaer Rut trat 
llich sti.rar ••••• nil er aut • heim.chea' 
Boden ertont.e •• ••• Der Antiaellitiamaa ia , 0 
gewachaen. wachat witer - und ich auch •• ....., 

10. 

n. 1a 1.nt.ereating to M•• hOftftr • he. ahallc:. hi• react.ion ~ was 

and he. little be ru911bled. at tbia tim, the Bersl ot the later 

J8Ar8. The Zioniat •h• we hold in wch high •t- did not. -rp 

till n17 late. In tm mant.1-. llenl wrote the tollc.ing aenti­

•nta in a book NTi• or Dou' •F- de Clauct.• in 1894 

"Good W. Daniel •nt. to find again the hm9 
ot hi• tribe and ta• h~ bi.a 8Cattered breth­
ren. ait he mat knalr that the Jnll would not 
be helped b7 re11aining their biatorioal heme. 
It 1a cbUdUb to look tor the geographical 
h~ ot the ,_ ••••• and it the Jen •hmld. 
indeed, return~. then the nut. dq thq 
wmld di•ccmtr that thq haw not belonged t~ 
19ther tar man;r J9U8. Tbe7 haw been rooted 
tar centvi• in their mw hams, demtional­
ised. different trc:a each at.her. held together 
on]¥ thrmgh the prea8UN exerted ne11•bere 
against tbea.•20 

The onq ot.ber ant.i-amitic •tter which he records trc:a his earlier 

)'ear8 is an iDecription to be fmnd in a beach cabin at Zell aa Sees 

"0 Gott, achick doch den llcJ8ea wieder, 
Aul du• er Him Stameabrlder 
Wegmhre 1Dll gelobt.e I.and. 
lat dann die game Adelllippe 
Brat drinnen in dee .. rea llitte • 
Dann, &err, 0 acb die llappe su, 
Und alle Christen haben Ruh.•21 

It 1.a abolt this ti.M that Benl aeriou.aq began to think abmt the 

JeriBh Question. At tirat • it wu a nepti ft attitude which sbom9d 

itaelt imotar aa be t0111 with the thmgbt. ot cOllftrtinc to Cbriatia~ 

it;y or, a later thmgbt. to take the Catholic Cmrch int.o hi• confi­

dence and cozmtrt all the Jen 1.nt.o the Cmrch. Thi• tbmght .a 

f'ul.ly develq>ed in 189) 



•tor unifttihr mi Jahren wollte icb die Juder~ 
!rage llit Hille der katholischen !irscbe wenif~­
tena in Oesterreich loeen. Ich wollte Zutrit1; 
mil Pabst verschaffen ••••• und 1ha aagen1 lk!lten 
Si• uns gegen die .lntiaelli.ten, und ich leit! ttine 
groase n.regung des freien und anat'andigen Ubl~r­
tritta der Juden sua Chriatent.ua ein. Frei wid 
anstandig damrch, daas die JIUhrer dieser Betn~gung 
Juden bleiben und ala Juden den ttbert.ritt sur 
llehrheitsrel.ig1.on prapagieren ••••• Wir bleibfm nocb 
beia Glau.ben umerer liter. Aber uneere jungnn 
Sohne sollten wir au Christen •ch•n, bevar s:Le ins 
Alter der eigemn Er&scblieasung k.amn, wo de1r 
Ubertritt wie Feigheit oder Streberie aussieh1~.•22 

u. 

The Jewiah Question then •de inroads on his lite, conacirusl1'. In 

wr1 ting of the developmnt. or tbia proble•, as pert.aims to his Ollll 

thinking, he sqa that the beginning at the question in umnon to 

hi.a but probabq he began to think abcait it after read:Lng DUhrings 

book. It went so tar that at one tine he considered tllle writing or 

a novel dealing with a JeWieh them wt at the tim - this was be­

fore he came to Paris - the question had not. seized h:Ls 1.agination 

canplete)¥. Be •nt.ed to aba1r the poor, sorrowing Jewis in contrast 

to their wealttv' ccreligioniats. Be desired to illust:rate ha1r the 

latter feel rirught. ot the preftlent antiaelli.ti• altho11gh it is their 

fault that such an attitude exists. 23 Benl did not. dinelq> thia 

trend of thrught an,y further and does not. delft into &!D,T ot the basic 

"'8018 for anti-e.m.tic cutwrsts. It wu not till he actually be­

gan to work !or bia people that he began to fora definite opinions 

as to the probl• 

Nich begreite den .lnti-Selli.timlle • • • • • Tatsichlich 
iat der Anti-Seaitisms die Folge der Judenemansipa­
tion • • • • • Der .lnti-Sellitimllul ••••• wird aber den 
Juden nicht schaden. Ich balte 1hn tUr eine da 
Judencharacter mtsliche Bnegww. Br iat di• 
.._iehung einer Gruppe du.rch die llusen und •ird 
rtelleicht au ihrer Aufpaugu.ng tiihren. Brsogen wird 
an mr durcb Hirt.en.•24 
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Bersl, nc. thorou~ ~ ot the Jewish Question, or Prob-

1.-, enters int.o the period ot h18 lite which i• to make ot hi.a the 

Zioniet. Han• been tramterred to Pari• as a correspondent tar 

hi• nnapaper, be pursued the regular actintiea ot his proteesion 

until he cam 1.nt.o contact with the Drqtuas attair, which rocked 

Frase mr1ng the 1890'•· In a letter to lleim1.cb Tewelea in Prague 

in 111.7 at 189S, 2S Hersl writes that be baa dieccmtred that there 1• 

no greater pirpoee tar hill in lite than to ba87 himelt with all as­

pects or the Jewish Question. BCMever, he will do .. this in a freer, 

lort.ier and aore uniq11e ft7 than bu ever been attapted before. That 

it was the Dre)'fuas trial which caused the tramf arm.tion trom a •re 

preoccupation with the Jewish Question to the future leader ot 

ZicmiBa is to be tmnd in one ot hie art.iclea, Zioniams, written in 

1899 

-Zua Zionieten hat aich niallch der Praaesa Dre>-
1\las pacbt.. licbt. der jetsige in Rennea, aondern 
der ~che in Paris, dessen Zeup ich in 
1894 war. 

Henl was to recall the dittennt. aspects ot this trial tbraugbaut h1a 

Ute and on 11e>re than one occasion be referred back to these da,s when 

he first began to think of Zioniaa as a eolution to the Jewish Prob­

i.a. Be calle attention to the tact that the Parisi.am did not 79ll 

"Don with Dre)'fuaa• wt "Dolm with the Jews.• That was the wq the 

senti•nt began and re•ined throughout France. It ia the tiret 

time that he realised that there was a aore to the trial than the 

conYiction of an Al"IV' officer auapected or treason 

•Aber der F:ill DreJf'uaa ent.b&l.t aehr ala einen 
Ju.stizirrt.W1; er entbilt den Wunsch der ungebeur­
en •hrheit in Frankreich, einen Juden, und in 
diesea einen alle Juden zu n~n. Tod der 



JudenL heulte die lie~, als nan dan Hauptmann 
seine Treasen ~• Wa!!enrocke riss.•27 

1). 

And, !im.lly, in a letter to Rabbi Moritz OUdemn in June of 189S, he 

wrot.e the Chief Rabbi at Viema the tremendooa newsa 

•Ich babe die Ueung der Judenf'rage. Ich weiss 
es klingt Teniickt; man wird mich in der ersten 
Zeit noch oft verrilckt hal ten, bis an die Wahr­
heit aller desaen, was ic:h sage, ersch\\ttert. 
einBieht. Ich babe die USsung getunden, uni sie 
gehOrt nicht aehr air. Sie geh'brt der Welt •••• 
A»t 13 Jabre acbltse ich die Zeit, in der dieser 
Gedanke sich in ll1l' durcharbeitete. Denn au• dm 
Jahre 1882, wo ic h JJ6hringe :&§h lass, st-n 
mine ersten Autseichrungen.•2 

It is extnmeq 1.Dt.ereati• to note that in the letter to 

00.demann, Bersl uses the word •Allf'seichl'llDgen.• This word llight well 

be translated •Motes• bit it ..st be pointed out that in no other 

place, in any ot his writings, does he refer to uking notes with 

reference to the solution ot the Jewish problea as far back as 1882. 

It oould be possible, bCJlfever, thl t here Herzl was referring to the 

many plays and Feuilletons which he had written in prerlQJ.8 years 

and in which he discusses the Jewish Problem at rare int.ervals • We 

know t hat his work was big~ respected in Vienna and one of the moat 

f•ws of his contempcraries, Stefan Zweig, heaps praise upon him in 

great quantity. Zwei& calls his essays "the aost c:ultinted in 

jru.rna.11.sa" and "'the delight of a city (Vie nm) that had schooled 

itself to ever,r subtlet.7.•29 In his play "Das Heue Ghetto,• written 

origi.oally in 1894. the f ollari• TerT suggestive dialogue takn 

place a 

•Ja.coba Ich sage rur, wir aiissen hinausL 
Friedhei.Er: Und ich antworte Ihnen, w1r k6nnm 

nicht. ils das wirkliche Ghetto noch bestand, 
durften wir es nicht ohne Brlaubnis verlusen 
- bei scbwerer Leibesgetahr. Jet.st sind die 



liluem und Scbranken unsichtbar, wie Sie 
Sagen. Aber auch dieaes moraliache Ghetto 
1st unser TOrgeschriebener A.u1'haltsort, 
Wehe dm, der hinaus 1filll"30 

14. 

A.nd, again, writing the only Peuilletan which deals with a Jewish 

theme a 

•Berra 111.t Leuten, die man unternge begegnet 1 

a&hte ich Die in Benihrung k~n. 
ftrstinr Da baben Sie recht. Ill gibt; ad 
Reisen UDDISgl.1sche llemchen, denen an kaua 
auneichen kann. Oeachlie.ttsl•te, Poebel, 
Juden ••••• 
Herr: Was meinen Sie? ••••• 
Nrstin1 lfer aind Sie? 
lllrr1 11.n 'rra\imr 1 der voriibergebt • 
Piirstin1 Sie aprecben ander8 ••••• Ich aicllte 
w19sen, wer aind sie? ••••• 
Berrr Betehlen Sie mi.ch nicbt 1 Id.ch su 
nennen ••••• 
Fiiratina Imaer mebr will ich wisaen, wer sie 
sind. 
Berra Sie werden air surnen, nnn ich es nach 
alledem sage. 
Fiirstina Ich nrde ibnen mr verzeihen, wenn 
sie es m1r sagen. 
Berri (entschlossen) lllln, denn, - ich heisse 
Kohn. 
FUrstina (verdutst) So? ••••• Das 1st ••••• Yo 
aind w1r denn schon? 
fellnera Beteblen? 
FU.retina lltine ra-rtrau wird Ihre Reehm.ng 
besahlen ll 
Berra Das war YoraunWlehen ••••• • 

1fe see, tben, that the preoccupation with Zioniaa had definitely begnn 

and that the Jewish ti- wu uppenaost in his 111.nd. Be wu to be the 

spark which ignites t.he fire and it was t.o be in his bands that the 

leadership was to rest tar the struggle to cClll8. The idea ot the J..­

ieh State was definitely bom. Again, however, it mist be etrenecl 

that such an idea was only a part ot the times and that had Jllrsl 

lived in aey at.her age, or sprung .fran a different kind or enriran­

ment, the dnelapment ot his great thmght and plan wau.l.d ha" been 

len. to another indivi<llal or would have taken a caa.,letely ditterem 



cwne. 

•11en haft built up ciTI.lization, •n have patientq 
and labor1GW1q found out eYeJ'7 wq or doing 
tbinp and toU1'1£.17 worked out eYe17 idea tlat 
1a today a part of our heritage or the put -
men working at eveey turn, to be sure, under 
the influence ot their enri.roment, and with 
ti. •terial.8 at tand • • • • • Tm c~lex ot be­
liefs and ideale b;r which the aodern world 
liws and with which it worb ia not. a gift 
frm the gods, as ancient north bad it, but an 
achien•nt ot a loag auccesaion of genera-
t iom. • 32 

15. 

The idea •s born and it could not. be revoked. How 1a one able to 

measure the pc.er and strength ot an idea, Herzl asks. By the tact 

that no one 1JI able to withdraw or destroy it, whether he be for or 

against the idea.33 The Zioniat revolution which was led by Herzl 

worked wonders tor the Jnish people. The conaciousneH or poaitiYe 

solidarit7 made 1tael1' felt all ewer the world, as tar as JIOBt or the 

people were concerned, and it might well be added that it marked the 

regeneration ot progress tanrd suniftl. 

"llit eine•l 1Ubr Benl n.-n und hielt mitten 
in einer gnal.tigen Seel.enkriae, denn in seine• 
Ton Liebe pquil.ten Geist dra._ ein Ton, ein Wort, 
du in seinea Hirn und in aei ... Sersen verdappelt, 
wrdrei!acht uderholtea Judenstaat, Judenland, 
Selbethilte. •34 

Henl first felt tmt his forthcming solutian to the Jewish ~•tion 

shwld be printed in a s•ll pupblet which was to be shmn printeq 

to a rn ot his select friends. In his autobiographical sketch b9 

notes, that he had newr the int.ention of takinc over the llO'fttment. 

hillselt and the open publication ot hie essq occured to h1a onq mch 

later. Soanrhere along the line he changed bis llind and in the J9&l" 

1696, his now r .. ws .lldenstaat •de its initial appearance. It WU 

to rank with the great books and esBq11 which haw discuaaed the Jeriah 
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quest.ion cner the age• and the solutim propased by Berz,1 was in no 

wa:r so radically ditterent rroa ~ o! hi.II predecessars1. Bad Herzl 

not. lived in an age ripe far nati oralist sentimnt his 11rark would 

have mat the Balm fate at Cllbecurit7 aa did the books by Hess and, 

nctabq, Pinsker. In fact, as Herzl later amita qu.ite treeq in h18 

Diaries, at the time c:L his writing Der Judenstaat he hAiLd never heard 

of either or these two 11e11 and, had he heard of them or read their 

writinp, it ill quite conceiT&ble that he would never baLve written 

his am book. Hersl did not. read Pinsker till fcair dql1 before hi.II 

first German edition ca. bef cre the public, in 1896; hu did not. 

actualq get to read all of Hess• volume ti 11 1901. 

Hersl not. only did not. knar or Bess and Pinsker, but he had 

no idea of the •JV' previous attempts ade in the int.erust. of the Jew­

ish people. That ~poleon in 1799 tored with the idea elf a Jewish 

State in Palestine was unknarn to him, aa was the book by the French­

nan E. IAbaranne, On the Hew Oriental Question, something of which 

he had no idea. He had never read the books on the sub~,ect by Ben­

jamin Disraeli and George Ellict, and he was unfamiliar with Ferdi­

nand Lasalles • attempt to lead the Jews in a conquest o1~ Palestine 

in 1840. Aside from this, it is quite cert.ain that he lad never read, 

and his attention had never been called to, the petition or the 

Chovevei Zion to th? sultan or Turke7 in 1893 nor the B1Llu lfanitesto 

or 1882. He did knOlf of the Petah TikYoh colorvr in Palustine mt 

there is n-..ason to belien that he lad no fuailiarit7 wjlth the back­

groo.nd or th.is coloJV' and the move•nt. which sponsored jLts !mnding. 

His complete ignorarx:e c:L these • tters is, perhaps, bent illustra­

ted in this extract af hi.s Tagewcher 



•t.Ten (maber ot .A.1 Uance Israelite) •1.nt.e 
dass ich besondere in Rusaland rtel lnh&nger 
finden w\lrde. Dort babe au.ch in Odessa ein 
llann m.mm Pinaker gelebt und tUr dieselbe 
Sache, niial.ich die llederla1ngu.ng einer eigen­
en Judenhet.at, geatritten.. Pinsker 1st leiter 
schon tot. Seine Scbrifte111 sollen •rkwiirdic 
aein. Wente aie leaen ac.i.e icb Zeit babe. 
tin anderer Jude in Bngl•ncll, Oberst Goldaaid, 
sei aucb ein bepiaterter Z iont.at., babe 
Scb11'fe chart.em wollen, W11 Palaatina wieder 
m erobern.•3S 

17. 

Pimlmr in his dq and at the time ci1t bi8 writing, was undmbtedl1' 

one or the 11011t eemitift of Jeri.ah •n to be found in hie part. or the 

world. Not. onl.T did be dNl with tb• problea ot anti-aaitiaa and its 

pe,choloa mt be also dealt with tbe Jewish problm as a whole ._bile 

others deal onq with trapenta or 1.t and alwa19 in an apologetic 

spirit. •36 Pimlmr wrote in 1882 tbat a solution to the problea or 

the Jen in the reala or the ••lair p1rogreaa or luanit7 ia illpoaaible• 

and that we met •abandcn the deluai.ft idea that we are rulfilllng a 

Providential mi.8aion ••••• we Ill.St seek honor and mr aalfttion ••••• 

in the restoration or a national band ot unit~.• Thia wu written at 

a the when Benl bad not eftD read Diihrinp bookl Another point. at 

contrast between Hersl and Pimker 1.a pointed mt b7 Got theila 

-The result s are all the 1KJ1re strange when we 
consider that Pimar int.ended to call forth a 
practical realisation ot hi.a theories, while 
Benl•• pages were conceiftd and written u a 
sart. of sel.t-c~ning, not enn destined far 
a large circle ot hiende.•37 

&a tar Besa, Heral did not haft the q>portunit7 at reading h18 

volume till 1901, althmgh the book had been presented to hia three 

years earlier. Upon coapleting the book, Bersl wu acmtcl to write 

"Welch ein hober, edler Geist. lllee, wu w1r 
versuchten, steht scbon bei iha ••••• Seit Spinosa 
bat das Judentbia keinen grosseren Oeiat her-



Torgebracht al.a diesen '98l"gessenen, "f91"blae ... 
ten Koees Bess1•38 

18. 

Herzl f cund a great deal to his lild.~ in the writings of Hess, at 

thia there can be no dmbt. lfot only did Bess agree that the state 

shwld be tmnded in the Oriel& by depriving Turkey or her Pales-

tinian pas sessions, but Bess also pointed out that the Jewish ques­

tion cmld only be sol'99d b,y the creation or a Jewish state, ruled 

and go'91"11194 b,y Jen. Tm poi.rt. of difference arose froa the tact 

that Bees looked tCMard Prance as the protector and sanor of the Jerra, 

whereas Hersl after h1e experiences with the DreJfuss trial, cmld 

scarce~ canceift of France in this role • Also, Herzl and Hess a-

greed on the point tta~ their scheme was not. to be a renval of the 

religi<lUS unity ot the .Jen, pr1aarilT1 bit a secular, political. 

state with all the consequences pertaining to such an act of states­

anship. Bess was tbul aond to wr1te1 

"The Jewilh nation, tberefcre, m1t nat. hesitate 
to follow :rram:e in all •tters relating to the 
political. and social regeneration or the rationa 
on the one ham, and in eYerything which bears 
upon the reviTal c:L intellectml life in GernaJV' 
on the other.•39 

.bl illportant distinction is drawn, bmeYer, between the efforts or 

Herzl and thase or his predecesscrs. A.lthmgh there had been organi­

zations, clubll and other leadl.ng persom.lities dedicated to the 

Zionist ideal, Heral was the one person who •de ti Zionisa a mcmt­

ment which was to be intlnential i.n Jewish lite troll the time ot 

the publication c:L the Judenstaat. 40 

Der Judenstaat, then, was published and reaction set in 

1-ediate~. His thecrie• were of such a •radical• nature, upset 

the prevailing senti•nt far the status quo to such an extent that 
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1'rm all corners ot the world negative criticiaa •ct. itself felt. 

lersl tnil,y belieTed that be had the answer and that he wu choeen 

to lead the Jen to the praaiaed land. The critic1 .. that hi• plan 

was •req anot.ber Utq>ian dreaa he answered in a letter to Dr• 

QudeMm in August of 189S 

•odllrch untencbeidet aich nm ein Plan TCm 
einer Utapie? Ich will ea ilmen jetst 111.t de­
finitiftll Wbrten aagen~ durch die Lebenakra!'t, 
die dim Plan und nicht die Utcpie 1.nnnohnt; 
clJ.rch die Lebenakrart., die nicht Yon alien 
erkannt su werden braucht ••••• Utopien hat 
es gemg gegeben. lie bat ein wrminrt.iger 
Jlenscb daran gedacht, sie SU emrkllchen,_ 
Sie allliisieren, aber sie ergrei!en nicht.•41. 

or cairse, such a sentillent as 

•1r wrden um die Judenjargons, j\ld.1.acbdeutsch, 
abg91r0hnen, die mr Sinn und Bnt.sctmldigung, ~ 
verstohlene Sprache Yon Hart.lingen tatten.•42 

did not endear him at all to the eastern Jewish •sees, with which 

he was to deal in later years. Right nm, honver, upon publication 

the reaction wu ll08tq nept1Te in that pecple conaidered hia 1~ 

sane, a hopeless dreamr, a potential king ot the Jen and one who 

was motiftted aoleq b;y aeltiah llDt.ifts. Anton Bettelheia, review­

ing the Judenstaat in the lfi.nchner Allf-ine Zeitung, did not 

hesitate to write that the puphlet is 

tlpoor in ideas, rich in imbecilities, the fa~ 
taatic dreu ot lllind which has been unhinged b;y 
Jerish enthu8iasll • •••• We do not for an inatant 
hesitate to declare that we reject Hersl•s 
Judenstaat with greater,_diataste than the meanest 
ant.i41em1tic p&8'>hlet.•"3 

Again, when a Zioniat worker appn.ched an editor of one ot the lead­

ing newsi-Pers tor a contribution to the Zionist cause, he received 

the !ollaring repqt Geben tue ich Ihnen nichta, aber nnn Bersl 

1n8 Irrenbaus getiibrt wrden soll, stelle ich Ihnen •inen •gen 
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zur Verttigung.•44 Na one looks, then, over the situation which 

existed, one can readily see that Bersl had no hq>e or •king real 

progress. He .stood withmt mo1187, prestige, land, anv and certain­

ly did not haft a united pecple on which be cmld rely. -i'he Jen, 

it is true' bad plent7 or JI01W7' bit not; tor bi.a ... 16 

•Bis mommental idea was wrecked tbraigh the 
pettiness or his cont•porariea. And as the 
radical change in Jewil!lh lil'e, which had en­
gaged Herzl'• imagination, proved illpossible 
there oc~red, tor the time being, no change 
at au.•46 

Hot o~ was his idea under attack f'ran the moment ot publi­

cation but his opponents did not hesitate to ridicule him personally, 

some subti,- and some quite openq. They considered him naive, and the 

men ~ the eastern coontries, part.icularly, were appalled at the !act 

that he was looked upon alaoet as a monarch ar priest by his Olm 

western pecple. Chaia Weisan goes so rar u to say that "certain 

elements in his bearing invited such an attitude •• 47 Also, 

"I reJIBJllber a characteristic incident at one of 
the earq Congresses • • • • • W'e did not mind hill 
(Sir Francia llontetiare) as a shmrpiece, blt we 
were rather ted up with his sainted uncle (Sir 
lbsea llontetiore), and we wanted thia particu­
lar Vice-Pl-esideDCT (at the Congress) to go to 
some real personalit7 ••••• llhen llersl pressed 
his point (that he wanted Sir Francis) on me I 
saids 1But Dr. Bersl, that an•s a tool.• To 
which Herzl replied, with 1.nneme solemnity 'Ir 
or.rnet mr koniglleche Prorten• - 'he opeD8 
the portals of royalty to •.' I cc:uld not help 
grinning at this stately remrk and Herzl turned 
white. He was full at Western dignit7 which did 
not sit well with oor Russian-Jeri.ah realin ••• •4B 

Herzl's love ot paip and cereaoiv wu noticed by h.19 devotees also. 

When Ste.fan Zweig enc0t1ntered him in his poaitic:m aa Feuilletm 

editor ot the Be11e Freie Presse and asked appronl at one ot h18 Olm 

writings, Zweig reminisces that Herzl raised •his handsome, dilrk 
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count.ena.nce tonrds •, and with deliberate dignit7 he said slCRJ~a 

•1 am happy to tell yOll that yrur fine piece is accepted ••••• It was 

as if Napoleon bad pinned the Inight I 8 Cross or the Legion or Honar 

upon a young sergeant on the battlefield."49 llall1' or h1a later 

biographers such as Stephen Wise, Sokolow, Zanpill, all felt CCll!.l­

pelled to call attention to his regal bearing and the s1•1lar.it7 at 

his pronounceJ1enta to that ot ~rore and the highest states•n. 

One biographer, SO even states that Freud was a great admirer ot his 

and "waa psychological.q attracted to hill.• Bersl was not. cmpleteq 

um.ware at his •gnificent figure and hi• inpressiv. pereonalit7. In 

the earliest dq8 at the move•nt, when not yet beset by all the 

trials and tribllations which were to tollm, he wrote 

"Beute ein eimelner und einsamer llann. llorgen 
vi.elleicht der geistige Piihrer Yon lllndert.taus­
enden. Jedental.1' der Finder und VerkUnder einer 
achtigen Idee.•51 

Yet, despite all of the hardship encountered in the wake or 

the publication of his book, Herzl does not. lose faith. In tact, 

heart.ened by the success of the publication of an extract of Der Ju­

denstaat in England, he contimes his plans to contact the reigning 

nobility of his diq in order to attain help for his plans. It is 

interesting to not.e, at this point, that Herzl's idea of approaching 

the leading states111tn of the time antidated the publication of his 

book. While still thinking cmtr the validit7 or his plan, he wrot.e 

in June of 189$ to Bis-.rk 

•mr der llann, der mit seiner eisernen Had91 
das seriesene Deutechland so WWlderbar su11~ 
engeniht hat, daBS es gar nicht mer aussieht 
wie getlickt - mr der ist gross gemg, 111.r 
entgUldig zu sagen, ob •in plan ein wirklich 
erlasender Gedanke ist, oder eine scbaefsimd.ge 
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B1-rk, or cmrae, nner answered him. This, honwr, .did not deter 

h1a from the ultiate publication or his idea and ot hi• real and 

honest desire to bring hie •ssage to the world. For a while nen 

he taund it di.tticult to go cm in the face or the •barp criticin 

which met hie~ on ewr.r side. Bis condemnation or these Jen 

who absoluteq reftlaed to countenance his work is sharp and, at 

times, extremely bitter, he also realised the consequences which 

wou.ld. ensue mce the Gentile world wml.d notice the ditterences which 

became nanitest within the Jewish ccwmmt:y. But, as to the Jen 

WWas taben die Protestler, Socialiaten, und. Assiln­
ilanten, und wie die Gegner unseres polltiscben 
Zim1sms acmst noch heisaen, in den Jahren un-
881"9l" Yi.el.pschllllbten Bftegung denn bn1rkt? 
Welcbe Lasa.ng der Jlldentrap haben •ie an die 
Stelle der unserigen mrchgeaetzt, ja auch nur 
prcipmiert. 'Z !lichta haben sie getan und nichta 
erreicht.•5) 

As Bersl paint.a mt ao correct~, the anti~ionist forces in 

krope did not.bing bat otter neptift criticin. It deTOlwd upan hia, 

then, to C&JT7 on the wark and to l•d tbe great mon•nt.. One or hie 

greatest prob1-, ot cmrse, was the c.m.17 into which the Jflff8 

sbou.ld inmigrate. • thou.ght ot P&lestim ror a great length or tim 

hit timlly decided against the land. Be felt that Palestine, al­

thou.gh having tremendou.a sentmntal appeal tor all Jen the world 

over, would not be suitable tor the modern Jflfl. Jen, he believes, 

are not orient.als aJ111101'8 and therefore the cmnt.r.r ot their dream 

is cut or the question. Be does realize, also, that the land, which­

ever one it is, will haw to be l'UIOftd. fr• the social and econmd.c 

upheavals or Bu.rope. At least tor the first tW8nt.7-tiw years ot the 

t he new state•s existence, separation traa Wm-ope is an essent.1al 
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factor for the dnalq>aent at the Je1ruh State. Sh In comequence at 

the abon reasoning, he began to loollc mare and aare ton.rd Sooth 

Amriea in general, and Argentina in particular. The colon! .. at 

Baron de Hinch •de a great illpreH:Lon on him althoogh he wu tot.al.17 

q>poeed to their purpoee. A• a result, when the early reactions at 

hie triendll to his brochure were negiatiw, nen before the official 

publication ot Der Judenstaat, be at1t.e..,t.ed to contact Hirsch and 

discuss with hia his om plans for tl!le solution to the J81rish Ques­

tion. Falae hope• were raised in hiJa when Hirsch granted h1a the 

interview; far this tallc only aerwd. to point oat the fundamental 

differences or opinion between these two •n. 

-Zunicbat 1st da dae Princi)p der •ohltitigskeit 
das ich tiir cmrehaua falsch halte . Sie (Hirsch) 
sucht.en Schnarrer. Cbaraet1aristiach iat, daa• 
bei keinem Volke :so vi.el Wolhltatigkeit und so 
viel Bettel vorkommt., wie bl!!i den Jliden ••••• 
var Jahren hort.e ich, daH :1.hre veraucbe mit den 
Jliden in Argentinien keine 1Dder achlechte Resul­
tate ergeben ••••• sie •chliappen diese A.ckerjuden 
hiriiiber. Die lliissen glaube1ii dass sie 1'ernebin 
ein Becht aut Ibre Unteretu~t;sung haben und gerade 
die .lrb8iteluat w1.rd dadurclb nicht getordert ••••• 
IH.t 201000 IID'er argentinis1i:hen Jliden baben Sie 
noeh nicht• bewieeen, ael1-1t. wnn die ate gut 
tun. 111.ssllngt ea aber, ao liefern Sie einen 
turcbtbaren Benre:is gegen d11a Jliden.w55 

Hirsch, WU not interested in the eclboes ot Herzl. He felt that the 

Jen shoold re•in in their present lit.ate ot inert.ia and that the 

latent energies which Herzl wished t 10 call on were real.17 the cau• 

ot the anti-semi.tint which did alrea1dy exist. 

"Jleine Abeicht iat, die Jucbn von der Streberei 
abzuhalten. Sie sollen niclbt so groese Fort­
schritte machen. Aller Buis kCl!lllt daher. •56 

That Hirsch would gin Herzl a~ mon1ey with which to further his prograa 

was, of course, cut of the question. The fact that Herzl wished to 
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approach the Ira1.eer and h18 ctr.a or obtaining ten 111.111.on ark tar 

hi• pirpm•• onq- •de the Baron laugh. He considered the acbem 

Upo&aible and there aeemi no reason to dwbt that he felt the •• 

'RT abmt the arigimtor ot the prapoeed plan. It 111 alao dmbttv.l 

that Benl kmw or the 119titicm or the Loftrs ot Zien to Baron de 

Hirsch. TbeT, in 1891, had alreact.r attempted to ~ the Baron 

to aid them in their colonisation work in Paleatim but to no aftil. 

It ia int.eresting to note, honnr, that alreact.T in tbeee earq yeara 

Hersl attnpt,ed to aolft the aolntian or the Jewa on tbe ..... fimncial 

basis that he wu later to attempt with Turk97. lie realised ttw.t tbe 

Sruth 1-rican Repnblics needed •on87 far their Tariaua acbnea and he 

was the one to gift it to ti-, in ncbanp tar the desired land. lie 

was, hanTer, a~ plagued b7 his inabillt7 to get the desired funds 

and, thus, his plane nner cam to fruition and the econcmic failure 

or hi• aCJYement alJraya contronted hill. iltbau.gh Biracb wu unapproach­

able to hiJI later on, Herzl Deftr lost Bight or hill and 8'f9D COl18idered 

ottering hill a Vice-Presidenc7 ot the new at.ate. Thia honar wu to 

be besta.ed for services rendered prrri.01•q "mad well er den Plan 

kennt.•.S7 

But it did not. take too lang till llersl fim.~ realized the 

useleHneH ot dealing with Hiracb. .la bis train ot thought contimed 

to run along the line• or work which were directq opposite to those 

of Hirsch, he began to grarltate •ore and aore trca A.rgent;fna tonrd 

Palestine. It was there ttw.t he noticed Jews working on their on 

fields and be reels that this .... beneficial to the Jewish spirit. 

"Der Jnde will den Boden mit elm Blute 9Dd 
Scmreias •iner Arbeit cmngen - allerdinp 
mr einen einsigen Boden, den Ton Palisti-



na. Baron de Hirsch hatte dieses ideale Moment 
ausser acht gelassen, darua i~ sein Versuch in 
Argent.1.nien aisslllngen ••••• • 

2s. 

This was not the ~ •jar difference between Birech and Heral. lie 

said to Birsch at one tim, •R• mJ'V' Jews can 7ou traMplant., titteea 

to twent7 thcusand? .._. Jen than that reside in one street ot the 

Jewish district ot Vienna.•S9 Oramalq, then, he turned his hopes 

to the alreac:J¥ established colonie• in Palestine but this did not 

satia!)r bbl either. u a result be cam int.o contlict with one c'4 

the llDBt illpartant Jewish personalities ot tbe apa Baron de Rot.b-

scbild. Bia opinion ot the Baron, as well as ot his warka, was nega-

tive in the extreme and the feeling wu probabq mtual. Althmgh 

Heral did request an interri.ew with the great an this was nner granted 

to hlll. Jiu lordau, honTer, did attain an interriJnr which lasted 

sixty--three mimtea. Rot.hachild spoke tar titt7-three ot these 

mimtes and told Bordau, in no unaert.ain term, that hi.a op1.nian ot 

Herzl's ache• was negatiw. Bathing wmld CClllB or it and he, in 

no way, would lend aapport. to the Zionist ~. Benl then wrote 

in his Diariell 

"Bc:91nd de Rothschild illt ein llum der die game 
Sache nicht ~erstebt. und sie auf'halten machte ••••• 
Ich glaube, _. lat jet.st entsetst dariber, dau 
er aich 111.t Palastina einplasaen hat• und w1rd 
-ri.elleicht (sagen), 'Di bast recht pbabt; ich 
h"&tte lleber Pfen!e rennen ala Juden wandern lassen 
aollen.' Und TClll eolcben llemcben eoll du Schick­
aal -ri.eler llillionen ab!iingen."60 

The re.tuaal ot both Hirsch and Rot.b8chUcl to help h1a •de •tten 

extre•q difficult. Since be could not. pt the open support. ot these 

two inf'lllential Jewish •n, the lesser lights were aost umrilling to 

help him. It tippeare, hawner, that the anal.1aie ot Rirech•s colo­

nies was correct rar Weizm.n, in eftluati11g the colonies in Palestine, 
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reaches the same conclusions as Herzl did in regard to the colonies 

in Palestine and Argentinia. Weizman says that these pioneers who 

had once been so dynamic and full or enera had their incentift de­

stroyed by the Barona' "dictatorial blreaucracytt and the7 had came to 

re~ sole~ on his bmnt.7. 

"The7 had lost hope and they saw their children 
• • • • • leaving the land and going to the citi\!s or 
••••• returninc to the exile tram which tbe7 tbelt­
selws had once tled in orde:r:_ to b'1Ud a h011Bland 
tor the cming generationa.•61. 

Herzl, as late aa 1900, still s-.rts under the refusal of the Both-

schilds to have aJVthing to do with his program. As late as that 

year, he points out in his essay on "Rothschilds JColonien, • it has 

been possible to transplant ~ tour lundred seventy families u.nto 

the soil or Palestine. In short, it appears to hi.a that with all or 

these four hundred sevent7 falli.liea, Rothschild CCllld not ewn make 

his Colonists happy, let alone solve the Jewish Question with all or 

his efforts and good int.entions. In a 110re sober 1 detailed analysis 

or the Rothschild regime in Palestine, we arr1w at the follollring 

figures: (1) Rot.hBchild invested the equivalent or It S,600,ooo in 

Jewish settlements; (2) of this, fa 1,600,000 wu spent between 188) 

and 1889; and (3) during this t:ille the tot.al i.DYested by the Lcmsrs 

or Zion did not aaount to 110re than It 87,000.62 
We see, then, that 

the whole project wu not and could not. turn Cllt to be a hapPJ' aperi-

ence for those involved. Herzl realised the uselesaneaa or these 

effort.a but Ole to the ambbi.nga, he cCllld only write in u.upera-

tion, these bitter words: 

"!'Ur die w.terlindischen Diplomaten existiere 
ich nicht. Sie behandeln mi.ch als I11f't, die 
Idiot.en, von deren Brlstenz kein llemch •hr 
eine Ahmng haben wird, wenn mein Name noch 
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du.rch die Zeiten glimen wi.rd wie ein Stern.•63 

The road toward Zion was not. an eaS)" one for Herzl and so it 

is good to note that there was at least one bright personality in 

this early, disasterous venture. llax Nordau, wh• he met at the 

very beginning of his Judenstaat, was to become a close friend am 

advisor who stuck to Herzl in all of the later tul'lllOil, up to the 

very end. The ideas ot the one f cund support in the thinking of the 

at.her am there was ver,r little friction between these two men, eftr. 

Herzl was the leader withmt. question but it was nc£ he alone that 

ran the maremmt. Mordau served him to an incalculable degree with 

counsel and enccuragement.. These two 1118n complemesed each other in 

their dreall of helping the Jetrieh people I 

•Q.iite aa assillila ted as Bersl in the highest 
sense cl the word, that is, in the complete 
possession or Blropean culture and at airopean 
DTS at their best, he (llax Nordau) lmew of 
the Jewish mentality better than hill friend. 
'4ter all, he had gram up as an orthodox Jew. 
He umerstood those who lived both spiritual.q 
and pbysicalq on the 'Jewil!lh Street• • • • • ey 
virtue cl his upbringing, so different from 
Herzl's, he tad a better ~pp of the impulses 
am actions or the people.·~-

It was at this point, realizing t he difficulties within the 

Jewish group and laving the friendship Gt •ordall aa his support, that 

Herzl set out to coJ¥1Uer the Gentile world in order to gain support 

fer his theories. It was here that his real struggle was to begin 

as h9 attempted to obtain a portion cl land from Turkey, which was 

then the ruler of the Near Eastern world. The politics or the Pcnrers, 

Herzl's attE111pt to Pl.&¥ one nation against the c£her and the stakes 

involved in his attempt to bring the plan to fruition are the •jor 

themes of the follCll'ing chapters. The piblicat.ion at Der Judenstaat 
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was to set orr a reaction which was to involTe every major power in 

Europe. 
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.. 
Chapter Two 

DIFIRIALlSM 

The nineteent.h centur.y witnessed proround changes which Ti­

tal4 affected the dest~ d llOdern societ¥. The imications that a 

change was in the offing was eridert. to all those who were able to 

interpret the revolutions ~ 1776 and 1789 correctly. The ceut;uey 

thereafter made its i.Jlprirt. on the wcr ld with so• -nrr remrlcable 

achievemert.s. U one would a~ the differer& eYents which occurred 

during these budred years, one wmld be struck b7 three Jllljar phenc.­

ems the Industrial Rrtolution, the rise or Oeraqy and its unifica­

tion um.er Bismark i.n 1871, and the e•rgence or lllperialisa. The 

links which were to unite ever aore cloeel7 the world d those da;ya 

were the construction d the Sues Canal and the blildl ng d railroads 

in all parts d the warld. The great rail1'87 expansions of the United 

States and the constniction d the first parts of the Berlin to Bagdad 

Railroad did mere than an,yt.hi?g elee to bring peoples cl.oeer together 

and to unify societies d all kinds throughcut the world. Were one to 

select the mjor srurce of nineteenth cent.u1'7 expansion, hc:sever, the 

choice would, perhaps, fall on econami.c iJlperialiJla for it was this 

movement which propagated the capitalistic 111Bt• and which gan rise 

to the wilding and comtniction trem7 which took hold in Birape &II 

well as in the United States. 

The business fcrces were, or crurse, in the rorefront or this 

economic expansion. 

• ••••• the all-dominating blaineaa interests 
srugbt aasistance troa the natioml state in the 



enr graring, bitter cc,..>etition; thq demanded 
that the state mpl07 its hpn>ftd m:n.l and 
ailitar,r parer against both the weapons or the 
mtive peoples and against the other states .•l 

JO. 

The aiddle class, which included imny investors, did eTm1Lhing in 

its panr to further these plans and to use its iM.erests and power 

with the gont IWts. It 18 this group which gains •terial.~ tr. 

the jobs with which the colonial empires were to proride th•, when 

the systea had reached an adftnced state. It wu an era when the 

rosiness and industrial parers bep.n to plq the doainas role, a 

position or parer wbich bas nat been relinquished to this ~. 

•It was the golden age or liberal capitalin, 
ot U1BndlD1 econamcs whoee mtioral riT&l-
ries had nat yet broken cut into illperialistic 
war, and whose col'Zrol was not. yet serious~ 
challenged b7 wcrld.ng-class revolt .•2 

This illperialistic tende~7 on the part ot this new powerful aiddle 

class was, hareTer, nat contined aerel;y to this group or people. The 

&iropean pOW'ers were lam-1&-glcne with the expansion advocated and 

the7 fomed aft7 ditterent alliances and sea1ed •ny secret treaties 

in which the lesser nations and peciples were redlced to •re pawns in 

an internati oral chess , .... 

~o tar as ~opean aligiments were concerned, 
t.be situation 1'9.&ined as aaorphms in 1899 as it 
lad been in ired ms J8U'S • • • Int.ena tiom.l 
relatiom lad bee.om a •tter ot agree•nts 
between states with co-on ar at least nan­
contradicto17 i.J&erests ••• The old alliance, 
had pret.t7 mch disintegrated, am the dq of 
the rosiness deal had arriTed.•l 

A cloee union, then, was foraed between the garernmnts and the inter­

national financiers. These men, who bad accuailated blge wealt.h in 

the course of years were now in the f crefront ot the expansionist 

movement. Such men as J. P. llorpn, Cornelius Vanderbilt, John D. 
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Rockefeller, Bdllard de Hirsch and the Rothschild brothers were the 

1.nBtru•d.s of pc.er which allmed one governmnt to ake advances 

into the undeveloped regl.ons cl anot.ber coult.17 or continent.. 

"These great bWliness-banking, broking firm tcra 
the ganglion ot int.e"-tioml capitallsa. United 
by the strongest bonds cl organization ••••• sit­
uated in the TflrT heart. ar the blsinees capital 
ar eve17 state, cont.rolled, so far u Jmrope 
was concerned, chiefi7 by •n of a siJW].e and 
peculiar race, wbo haw behind th• -. cen­
turies or fim.ncial aperience, tbe7 are in a 
unique position to anipilate the polic7 fl m­
tions ••• Does aiwooe serimsq suppose ttat a 
great war cmld be undertake bJ ur' llllrapean 
State, er a great atate lean lla.b9cribed, if' the 
hawse at Jlot.bechild and

1
.its connectians set 

their face agaimt it,.16 

ltside troa the obri.ms anti-eeaitic tone at the abaft state•nt bJ' 
' 

Hobson, the anaqsis is pertectq correct. It was not. •rel.7 the Mitt 

who becam actiYe in thia .tield at finan:e but all who coul.d attcrd 

to play the gaae cl interratioral intrigue. A perfect exuple or this 

type ~ blsineall is raum in a tramaction which took place about 

1860. A BIUSsels bank1 ~ tin had received a concession froa the 

ot.tman lflpire to build a ra~ tbrouati the Balkans to Constanti­

nople. This firm was umble to C&!TT the project through and brcught 

the plans to an internatiomlq faaaua financier. He took up the 

challe~e, went to Constantinople and succeeded in getting some of 

the conditions altered to his greater adftntage. lie then foraed a 

cmpa07 and •de the arrangements for the blildl.ng ar the raillfBT. 

"The siccess at this tramaction gained hia the recognition as one 

of the greatest financiers of Birope .•S It was, then, an era which 

saw the deliberate and conscicus effcrt on the part ot seYeral nati .. 

to diri.de the warld between tbea; it was no accidd&l plan or action 

but a concent.rated effort. to suppq •rkets tar the bme cml&17 at 
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an;y COBt. The star;r or internatiooal rel.atiom in the 1890'• ia the 

etc117 of the •aasmlt. fl Russia and France upon the territorial pOBi­

tim of Britain in Asia and Africa and tha stcr.r of the great economic 

cnel betwem Sngland and her all-too-efficient Geran rtni.•6 

or all of the dark •cbim.tions llhich took place Cll1 the 

a&ropean cont.iDl!llt perhaps the amt int.rip~ were the deal.1.nga at 

the Russians with the western wcrld. n&ri~ the last decade ot the 

nineteelt.h ce11t1D7 it was the desire ot Brit &in to cam to an agreeaelt. 

with the Russians, and the llOllt attractive term wen af'tered. These, 

however, were retused by the Csariat ~, since the Ruasiane 

felt that the.r had nothing to gain by such an arrangeaent., and that 

they would have to pq nentual q all too dearl7 for aiv treat7 wb:ich 

thq would sign with tbe Inglish. The attent.im of' the RuHiane •• 

turned acre to the Balkan area, particularq Turke7, and it was not 

till the defeat cf tbe Russians b7 Jlpan t!at tbe7 cam to tbe point 

cf being reactr to bargain with lngland. 

-the historical trend tarard the open sea led i.o 
a well-detinld ilt.mtion on the part. fl the 
Russian8, in om wq or another, to take Con­
stantinople froa the Turks. The d;ynastic in­
terests of Russia were reenforced b7 cc..rcial 
consideratiom •••• air!~ the Turko-Italien war 
the closing or the Straits tor a ffffl dq8 was said 
to have cost Russian shipping about eight million 
francs • • • • it was annoy!~ to realize that, un­
der Geran guidance, the Turks aifllt experience 
an econoaic and llillta17 renaissan::e which would 
end once and far all the Russian hope ot possess­
ing ancient Byzentium. •7 

But the actiom af Russia were not. the onl.T ones of interest to the 

JL\tropean countries. One a>u~r,y part.icularq rose to mch heights ot 

economic development that it was natural to vi• it with distrust and 

apprehension. With the political. coalition of 1871, Gera117 was on 
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the road to a level of development and prosperit7 the likes ot which 

have seldca been seen •ong aodern nationalities. In the fields ot 

foreign trade, inmstrial development. and the foreboding sbadc:Jlf ot 

Genany•s steadiq grmng ariv and navy, Bngland, as well as the 

other Powers, saw a pot.ential en91V". The collision ot econc:m1c in­

terests was inevitable as •Ge:ral\Y was virtual~ driven imo colonial 

expansion and consequent~ into a big ranl policy.•8 The fact that 

GenaDT was expandi~ so rapidJ¥ interral.17 is a factor or utaost im­

portance . With the 1.nt.erral market soon conquered, the mt put ot 

Genun,y•s factories and plant• had to find anCJther, outside •rket. 

One histaria1' feels that •this d11- led to a progressive aggra­

vation ot foreign-political antagoninB and becae the deciaive factor 

which led to the outbreak ot the first •crld lar.• 

As each cmntry, then, participated in the expansion brmght 

about by the mechanical and incbstrial revolutions the scarcity ot in-

ternal, ar miropean, markets became most evide~. 

"The chief economic source of Inperialism has 
been found in th-. ineauallt7 of i~trial 
q>portunities by which a fa'V'Dred class acCWJIU­
lates superfluous elements of income llhich, in 
the:fr search far profitabl!oinvestments, press 
ever farther afield ••••• " 

The attitude cl the times was sinlpq that the world was ma.rited out b.r 

Providence far exploitation. The white can, ot course, was to be the 

exploiter and the natiYe, wherever he was to be fown, was ripe tar 

brutal treatment and for the l<Jlfest poesi ble wages, so that the 

investor, sitting in the mother country, could grow wealthier. It 

was in keeping with the Darwinian prim:iple of the survival of the 

fittest; that every man was out for hi.JEelf and the "basic problea 
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of intermtional relations was who shuuld cut up the victill."ll An 

a~is ar the situatian showed that there were only tift fertile 

areas into which the ~opean parers c:ould e2J>and and achancea 

•Latin America, Turkey and the Balkans, Persia 
and the Middle last, Chim ar:d the Par last, 
Borth and Central Atrica. Tl• Monroe Doctrine 
of tha United States preventt!d seizure ot 
territcr)' ot the first !'ie1d:, acmu.:e irt.o the 
secom field was precluded by the Treaty or Ber­
lin, Russia and England neutJ:"alised each atbl!r 
in the Middle But, and, in Hpite cl the Suez 
Cara l, Chim was still too far awiq. Africa 
acco~ becue t!:bfirst battle field ar 
the new illptrialisa.• 

The stage having been set for the con1toest of Uri.ca, and lesser areas, 

the plunderi~ having bepn, one could see six •jcr reasons rar the 

need of the newq accpired colonies. (It goes with cart. saying that the 

art-voiced reason far this conquest -- to bring civilization and 

Christianity to the natives - was as false as it wras blaspheaoos.) 

The hcae countries needed colonies fm~ a (1) markets for selling their 

surplus goods; (2) food to be used in the aothar cauntiy; (3) bringing 

all available raw aaterials under one flag; (4) the creation ot new 

investmert. areas; (S) the colonies which were ~eded as bases or 

stop-overs along the trade rmtes and for the naY&l forces under 

construction; and (6) an mtlet tcr the surplus pC1p1lation or the 

11other cowt.ey. Tm valldl.t7 ot the above aralysis •7 be prOYen bT 

the English interests in Gibraltar and the Suez Canal Zone, the 

sponsoring r£ the Panama Canal b;y the United States, the buildi1* ot 

r£ the Bagdad Rail.1'87 by the Gema.re and b;y the desire ot the Russian 

government to dollinate Con.stantinq>le. 

The major reasons f cr lllperialisa, in the most concise fom, 

may be summed up as fol.less 113 (1) the wanirg supremacy or the Bnglieh 
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cotton mills and iron worlcs, which had been achieved due to the ~ 

dustrial Revolution; (2) the revollltion in means d co111111nications as 

was 'evidenced by the railw818, steamships aoi telegraph; (3) the de­

mand or the industrial natiOJ'l!S for tropical am su't>-otropical products 

such as cotton, rubber, coffee and sugar; and, (4) a superflllit7 of 

surpllls capital too great rcrr profitable reinvest.nt. at home. 

"The Politic of the Hi@Jt Finance Circles thus 
pursues a three-told goala first, establlsh•nt 
at an area c:L econmv as large as possible, 
which, secondJ.Y, t:v establ.ishmzt. of tarr1.t 
barriers against foreign competition becOllPJS, 
thirdl7, a territ0l'7 tor exploitation b7 the 
national 11<>nopoliatic clique.•lla (transla­
tion 111.ne) 

It has been stated abon that the ba.nking 1.m.erests were the real force 

behind these activities but they were, by no Mans 1 the only interested 

parM~s. Exporting as nll as importing 1.rt.erests, combining their 

effcrts with the shipping mgnates, played a leadi.?g role in carrying out 

the program to which econOJlic iq>erialisa was dedicated. Further-

more, the •parasites d i.Dperialis_. such as the makers of armament, 

unifcrms, prochcers of telegraph and railroad •terials all profited 

heavily. Not. to be outdone were the various milita!7 grrups, diplo-

ma.tic and career peq>le and, c:L course, the missiom.ries. This 

latter grrup, presumably, welt. into the depths c:L the African jungles 

with every intention of co11Yerting the "heathen" am bringing westem 

ci viliz ati on to the •sa..age. • 

•u only the sa..ages c:L •••• cOllld be inoculated 
with enoulfi civilization to make ttea desire am-
1'actured goods, markets WOllld be created which 
'lfOllld keep Jliropean ractcries 't:u87 rcr laDT years 
to c me. •1.5 

The above, or course, written ·in bitter sarcaaa, neTertbeless expresaes 

aoet abq the attitude of the people back home, but 



"Olt ot regard far the tee~ or the world, 
these iDYaded cmntriee were rarel7 •subju­
gated• or •annexed•; they were •prot.ected• 
er bee.- 1111pheree of influence 1 f ~ eTen 
the •allies• ~ their conquerors.•lf' 

)6. 

There was a great deal ot friction~ the natiom who bad been un­

successf\11 in the ecraable for colonies and they were quick to point 

out the ruthless methods used in the exploitation. M, alaoet en1"7 

countr:r which was a lllLj er power in the world took part in the hilhl7 

skillful game of accpiring colonies. For ex.uple, the capital in­

vested abrcad, sh_..n in llilliards cL francs, tr• 1862 to 1914 wu 

as foll<1r&117 

Year -
1862 
1872 
1882 
1893 
1902 
1914 

Britain 

3.6 
15.0 
22.0 
42.o 
62.0 
1s.~100.o 

France Oei&JV 

- -
10 (1869~ 
lS (1880 'l 
20 (1890) ' 21.~31.o 12.S 
~ 1'4 



1'1.th the drift8 or expa•im b7 the Great Ponre, and the bilge nm 

ot capital ilmtsted b7 the interests or the hCID9 ccmnt.ries, a •1111.­
larq pbeDG119nal grarth aleo had to take place in the areas under the 

dCllimtion ot theH same rations. The colonial poeeees10D8 ot the 

Great Poftra 1 in millions or •qa&1"9 1dl.-'9n and in m.lliom ot 

inhabitants, wu u tollan traa the J*"i,od ot 187~191.lu 18 

Colcmi.• 

1876 1914 

are& pop. area pep. 

Brit.aia 22.s 2s1.9 33.S 393.S 
Rueia 17.0 15.9 17.4 33.2 
France .9 6.o 10.6 ss.s 
OeN&llf' - - 2.9 12.3 
UDited Statea - .3 9.7 
Japm - - .3 19.2 

LOJi ifj.8 65.o 523.4 

s--
1'14 

&1'M pap. 

Britain ~3 L6.5 
RuHia SJ. 136~2 
France ~s 39.6 
Oenml7 ~s 64.9 
UDited Statea 9.S 97.0 
J8pan .4 

16.5 
S3.o 

@.2 

It can be seen at a glance that the econcmic upamion; as wll u that 

of pcpulatiGD and area, wu onq to the good ot the .at.her ccunt.17. 

The onq ditf icult.7 with these schema and adftsea - the tact. tba~ 

the aoae7 tor thie ape.mi• tell on the tuable public. It ia a 

certaint7 that the people• u a whole, deriwd a great -. bemtit.a 

trm thi.8 illperialietic trend, that theT deri-nd a profit in the rora 
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ot a hich standard or liTing, and tlat the prosperit7 ot the s-.ll 

b.usineeean wu g:reatl7 enhanced, tut it 1e a question whether thie 

aall, indirect profit to the taxp&1'9r mt.weighed the direct cast t• 

the whole bod;J or the public. 

"The great •jorit.7 cL tbe wor~ people, nat. 
GGq int.he United States but alao in the lead­
i~ 1.nmetrial countries ot Jllrope, obt.aimd a 
standard ot living frm tm so•e to the end or 
t:tm 19th ceit.u17 which wae often higher than 
that fc:rmrl-7 enj019d by the independent lliddle 
class at tm begl.~ or that period or devel ­
cipmmt. ••• this w.e the decieiw factor which 
lengthened the life ot capitaliaa aDi •de the 
capitalistic ele.it.s • •• so absolutelY certain 
t}at their SJSt• WU ade to last."JY' 

The above is doubtless tiue, tar the an with the sail shcip wu not 

capable cL see~ the situation as a whole and in its broader aspects. 

ilthC1Ugb he gained a -aaure or econcaic treedoa with his sall 

business am ehcsed a profit. in his sm.all-tm ventures, be was not 

able to realise that the tremndC1Us taxes which were levied u pon hiJI 

were real.lT the aone79 which embled his cC1Unt17 to pursue its econ­

omic policies . Be thus bee.- • •re tool in the hands or the dCllinant. 

interests and, orten unkncsingq, beea• a partner in the exploita­

tions which took place onrseae, tar •1'&7 rroa hie little stare on 

one of the better streets ot hie cit.7. 

The economc illperialiea of the last part or the nineteenth 

celt.Ut7 was a S78t• which nithlessly set mt to conquer as mich terri­

t<r)' as possible. Tbi.8 is net. a thecr7, mt, as has been prcnen 

abore, 1a a recognized fact and phenomenon. The other side ot the 

arguwrt., t hat this was an idealietic trend and that onq a re­

ligiC1Us fervor motivated the expamion to all parts or the world 

is, or cciurse, fallaciows reasoning and the clasing or ones .,.. to 



the pertinent racts am figaares. 

•It is often said that modern blperialisll ia 
p~ a quest tor narkets. Closer stuey, 
he.ever, revea.18 that the most pmer!'ul motives 
tor expamion were ideal.is tic 1 the denand tor 
colonies arose in nnspaper offices, political 
rallies and beer halla aare ~ than in 
banka am d1.rectore• ..tings. The prevaili~ 
excitemnt. t.ll9a directed their attesi an to 
the colanies • • • • mt their actirlties were the 
ettect, not. tm cause, fl blperialistic ex­
panaian. •20 

The writer ia co11pletel.7 appoeed to this point ot riew and feels that 

ever;y piece cl evidence point.s to the col't.raty. The roles in the i»o 

peri&l.1.stic rivalries were exacU7 reversed. 

Whereas 1101St or the world turned its e19s on the A1'rican c~ 

tinent in the hope of attaininc suitable areas far colonisation and 

exploitation, ancither ajar area was also umer eurveillance. The 

"sick man r:4 ~rope,• Turlce7, was also an area greatl7 prized b)" a 

IJ.lllber d th! Pc.era. Russia, as has previ OJ8l7 been point.ed rut, waa 

ma;t desirrus of a portion of this land in crder that it would attain 

a mjar rutlet to the sea am thus further its commercial enterprises 

and take part. in the build1~ program of naval forces sponsored b)" 

the varirus cowrt.ries. Tile intent.ion was to assign trapents or this 

area to England and Austria mt all these plans cam to nought me to 

the Crimean War or 18$)-6. Fran:e and ingland checked Russian agresa-

ion and went even tart.her in containinc the Russian 1'orces tbrou.gb 

the Treaty or the Berlin Coigress in 1878, concluded after the Ru..sso­

Turkiah War in 1877-8• The remlt cl this Coigress was that Ru.asia 

was contained b7 the Parers and that tm Ottman ~ire was nair 

whol.17 at the DflrCJ' cl Bilglam and France. ileo, it was left. with 

only a rew tragm.rnt.s or territar)" in ~ope and these were a constant 



l:ait tor covet.CIUS neighbors. The onl.7 countey which appeared friend.q 

tC1111rard Turkq was Germ.Q7 am they, as will shortly be seen, had an 

ulterlar motive also. 

•After the Caagreas of Berlin (1878), A.bcml 
Baa1d found his count.17 on the verge cl l».nlc­
niptcy, his U'lllY dl.sorganised, hi.a civil ad­
ain1JStration in chaos, and his very life in 
danger. When Turkish credit was reestablished 
tbroudl tba agency of the Public Debt Adllin­
iatration, he turned his attert.ion to civil and 
milita17 ref er•. l:Ut Ai>dul HaJl1.d realised 
tl'at ha could not. do mch without foreign 
advice, so he appealed to the Genan empire 
rcr assistance.•21 

The big question, then, on the hcrizon was the future action of Oeranr 

in regard to Turke7. .Jith the accession or laiaer Wilhelm II in 1888 

t he iiseu.e became one rL parammm. hport.ance which saw the realigning 

or the Great Powers, friends as well as f oraer enemies. Russia now 

j oined Frar1:e and Bngl.and in opposition to Genao u.>erialiaa am 

these were abetted by Austru. Harever, a readl.ng at the Oeraan for­

eign office doCWllent.s in the early nineties "reveals the absem:e or 

imperialist ic des igns in the Hear last' on the part or OermaJV' •• 22 

Tmt Gel'lllD,7 hld no real designs at this tiae could not be knorn, 

of course, to the other PC1111rers. They were extre•l¥ concerned with 

the mineral resources cl •tale and 1'\lels to be t.m in Asiatic 

Turkey, raw •teria ls which were of an essential m.ture to aodern 

i ndustry as found in the western european countries. Also, the oil 

deposits of Asiatic Turkq were believed to be n.at and oil was a 

co11111odit7 ar the utaost i.Jll>artance and needed by all. 

The finances of Turke7 were ext.remel.7 unstable. As a result, 

an ortpnization called the 1'1blic Debt Adlllinistration took onr the 

task of adlllin1strating the tim.nces ar Turke7. This ada1nistration 
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was COJlll>oeed alaoat el&ireq of representatives of foreign bondhold-

ens and was responsible only to tbea. 

"It controlled Ottoman financial policy and 
exercised its control in the im.erest of &lro­
pean bankers and imestors •••• alllast all 
administrative and financial questions in 
Turke7 were directly subject to the sanction 
of forei gners.•2) 

The adJlinistration sou8'it to est.abliah SCll9 order in the domestic 

issues or tt• Ot.t09n ~ire and to lessen the danger or constant. ror­

eign invasion. These innstors ot foreign lands were ve1"7 pc:sertul in 

the!r field and niled Tu.rke7 with an iron band. ~ thoee policies 

which were favorable to the aat.her count17 were tollased, even thmgh 

the •jor com:ern ot the Adllinistration was supposed to be the reju­

venation ot Turkey. The Deutsche Bank group, !or euaple, comprised 

directl7 and indirectq, partialq and tot.alq •no lese than eigbtJ­

eeven banks; and the 8Ull tot.al fl capital which it handles varies be­

tween two and three ailliaal •ra.•24 As late aa 1910, it the fic­

uree of Lttnin M7 be comidered to be reliable, 

• • • • • • !our cmt&riea (lngland, Gena111', France 
and the United States) OlllrJ1 479 111 lliards of 
francs, that ia nearly 8~ or the world's !inance­
capital. Thus, by this means or otbel'W'iae, 
the whole world is mere er less the debtc:r and 
vassal or these four international banker­
count.rie§, on which world timnce-capital 
resta.•25 

One of th! great projects which was now undertaken, with the 

blessing ot the Public Debt. .ldlt1n1stration, WU the blild1J'W of a 

gigart. ic railroad link tbroudi Tu.rlce7. France, &ngland and Oenan;r, 

as well as Tutuiir, joined in this venture wholebeartedq, at lNat 

at the verr beginning as each ot these cClllltriea had a special 

ir4.ereat in aee~ the railway lines campleted. Thi• was a pertectq 
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accept.able blildi~ prog:raa to all concerned fer in ever;y cannt1"7 rail-

road tracks were being laid in order to further the consolidation of 

each nation. In the Horth ••rican continent. as well as in airope it 

was the age of railroads and huge SUJl!I cL •ODil!f' were appropriated for 

this purpose. 

"It was propased that French am German capital 
shOllld each have 4QC interest, the re•inder be­
~ assigned to ainar grmps. As the Britiah, 
harever, felt strongq that thq shmld have an 
equal share, YOn Orinner (representative of the 
German s)'Ddicate) visited lngland in the sprinc 
of 1903 and m arruce-mt wu dratted by which 
British, French and Oeian sJridicates wmld each 
talae 2S• ~ the stock, leaving lqC far the Ana­
tolian Raiiw. Co., (which as predc-.1.nantl7 hit 
nCJt exclusiftl1' Germn), and l~ for other grmpe. 
On the board or directarsa 8 Germans, French and 
Britiah; 6 appoi&ed by tm Turkish goftl'me& and 
Am.tolian Railn¥ Coapm,-.1126 

In the United States there was the greatest growth in railroading. In 

1865 there were thirt7-five thmsand miles of steaa rail~, most~ 

east of the lf.ississippi. nir~ the next eight years anCJther thirt7-

five t housand were camtructed and between the 7ears cL 1874-87 awrax­

iately eigbt7-seven thousand additional. ailes or track were laid. 

In 1900, tw~mndred thmsand 111.les were in operation, and •the United 

States bad a greater 111.leage than all ot Im-ope. • 27 

"Congress grad.ad the proaoters cL the Unian 
Pacific systea a rigtt. or wa7 throudl the public 
doaain, 20 sections of land on each side or 
each Iii.le of the railJray, and a loan or bonds 
at the United St.ates to an aamnt at 150 
111.llion. Between 1850 and 1873 alone, the 
Government transferred to the rail.wa.n so• 
35 million acres of public lands. •28- . 

Not. only diC. this phenomeral grawth hold true fer the United States 

but for the JW.ropean cmntries as well. The reason for thia type of 

expansion was obvious a it involved political as well as economic 
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interests am served to unify or contract the distant lama of the 

world. The &nglish built the Cape-to-Cairo Railway, the Russi.am 

the Tra~iberlan and tbe Germana tbe Bagdad ft.ail.way. All this 

within the period or a tew years but the raaificatiore or these acts 

were felt alaost ilmediateq aa tension and conflict resulted. "The 

first or these (railroacm) cam int.o conflict with Geran, Belgian 

and French aabitiona, th! second was pu-tly responsible fer the 

Russ~Japanese War am the third caws ed endless friction between 

Oertal\Y' am the Triple Bntente.•
29 

In Turke;r, also, there was need at a railway system; in the 

eyes ot the Sultan as well as in the qes cl the rcreign pmers. It 

served the purposes or the Sultan insofar as he would be able to cerr 

tralize his sprawling domin and, also, s o that he could b.11.ld up an 

effective R?:im or defense. fl.th a functioning railway it would be 

possible fer hia to send troops to any part or his dm91n by a means 

of transportation which was taster than any at.her then in existence. 

It was for these rea.sooa that he wished a rai.lJrllY to be comtro.cted 

and that he was n~ averse to call~ in foreign pOll'ers to help with 

the financi~ and construction or the project. The other powers, on 

the other tand, saw here an opportunity of investing SOiie capital 

and gainina an econoa:!c foothold in Turkey. 

And, 

"Abdul Hallid had seen fer h111Selt the tremmdcua 
value of railJrays for the tram port of troops, 
and the need for comainications if the llllpire 
was to be held together •••• hi8 railroad policy 
was baaed alllost entirely upon ailitaey and 
political considerations. The British government, 
too, was interested in •intaining the Ottman 
Bapire as a bulwark against Russia.•JO 



"For strategic reasom, alao, he supplement.ed 
the Bagdad Ra.1~ system w1.th the farus Hedjaz 
Railway, rroa Damucus to the holy cities ar 
M!di.na and Mecca • • •• the completion of these 
two railways would lave extended Turkish mili­
tary porer fraa the Black Sea to the Persian .3l 
Oulf, fl"Om the Bosporous to the Persian Gul! .• 

44. 

When the Berl.in to Bagdad railroad comtruction went on in earnest, 

apprarlately during the first few years or the twentieth centu17, 

Turkey was in one of the most favorable positiom of any count.17 in 

the world, and her railr•d 8)'9tea did lllCh to 11Bke her eo illport.ant. 

The ra.ll.w8-Ys, u well ae th! natural out.lets to the sea and her ability 

to move in aIJ7 direction and attack an;y ar the illport.ant. links or 

comnunicatiom •de Turkey a pOll'er to be reckoned with and she was 

no longer considered to be the •sick ian tL airope." Turker held 

dollinion over the Asiatic threshold of airope, Anatolia and the Jllro­

pean threshold of Asia, the Balkan Peninsula. Constantinople was the 

economic am strategic cert.er at graYi.11)" for the Black Sea and east-

ern llediterranean Basim. By possession at Bcrthern Syria and lleso­

potamia, the Sult.an controlled the •central route• of Eastern trade 

tbroughoot its entire length from the borders or Austria-~ to 

the srures or th! Persian <lllf. The contiguity of Ot.toman territ01'7 

to the Sinai Penimula and to Persia held out the possibility or a 

Turkj:Jh attack on the Suez and tram-Persian rrutes to India and 

the Far Bast. In fact, t he sultans dominiom, from llacedonia to 

South lfesopotamia constituted a braad averue or camunication between 

the Occidert. and tte Oriert. .32 

J.s the countries began to realise the potential strength of 

Turkey and the ilmlense value ar the rail~, all of thea smght to 

becOlll! partmrs and share in t he construction with labor and capital, 
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aside from the political and economic reasons mentioned abOYe. As 

tar back as 1899 the Deutsche Bank grrup was le rt in sole poesession 

or the field and thus toak this area as its great sphere or influence. 

Gera~, fraa that ti• omard, was to play a most vital role in the 

interna 1 as well as external af'f airs c:L Tur ktV. 

"The Russian pl"OllOt.ers had withdrawn because c:L 
lack or support at home, the French financiers 
lad acc~ted a share in the Germ.n conipa~ in 
preference to sole responsibility far tbe enter­
prise, the British proposals had lost support 
when tm Boer difficulty t•porarily obscured 
all at.her issues.•33 

It can readily be seen that Gel'll&l\f was now a power af considerable 

stature. Theoretica~, there were two possibilities tor Ge!"ZllllJV to 

build herself an empire. "The first was to create rar hereelt a 

colonial block so.where er other and once obtained this wm.ld re-

quire a powerful German fleet and strong naval bases strategically 

placed. This n&VJ' was not. to be an end in itself but to facilitate 

the expansion or Genaan capitalism along imperialistic lines. The 

secord possibility far the creation of a Ger•n lnpire or a corres-

ponding sphere ar influence was via the OTerland route, across ius-

tria-Hu~a17 and the Balkan States to Turk-v •••• llbich was to iMure 

the safety of COIDlnications between Germny an:i the area in which a 

very considerable part af rer foreign capital exports were invest­

ed."34 

The British al.eo, of course, were iIJYolved in eve17 little de­

tail of these transactions. Whereas Britain first taYcred the con-

struction of the railwq, she later changed her mind, under Lord 

Balfru.r, and openly opposed the efforts to cmplete the project. 

Her inperial strategy al~ weighed heavily in the hidden scales ot 
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judge1119rd; • "The Bagdad lailwq Iii~ be a •race both to the Sues 

Canal, if from the trunk line a branch xunni~ south through Pales-

tine were constructed, and to India, 1! the trunk line were to reach 

to the Persian Oul.1' •• JS It can be seen thlt here, as well as in 

other part.a r:L the wcrld, British interests were caretul.17 upheld and 

were a vital factor thrQ!f!JlGlt the 7ears d bicbring and tension. 

France, alao, was a hidden torce 1.matar aa sbe tor a time 

activelT suppcrted the constructian plans la' benelt and in league 

with GeraDT but later withdrew and did all she could to hold up com­

pletion or the tinal phases cl the wcrk. In 1878, Frances• econmic 

and financial stakes in the Hear Eastern area were canaiderable and 

i.ncreased dlr11W the latter part of the centurJ'. _,.rench .tunds wilt 

the ports am railn.Ja for the Sultan, French bondholders held more 

than one-half or the Ot.tomn piblic debt."36 At one point there was 

a pCJJertu.l grrup of French fimnciers which urged the goverJ1118nt to 

support the project or, at least, not to put obstacles in its D.T. 

These were men who had mge investments in Turkq am it is estiated 

t mt, i n 1903, "Frerch investors cont.rolled lt billion francs of the 

public obligation of the Ilperial. ottamn Treasu1'7 •• •• the total or 

all Fren:h investnents in Turkq was 11ore than 2f billion francs ... 37 

HClllrever, 

"The French gcmtrmelt. in October of 190) adopted 
an attitude of hostilit7 toward the project and 
excluded Bagdad Rail1r111 boms fro. the Frerx:h Bourse • 
Pertapa the action was due to propaganda, perhaps 
to economic 1.m.erests not clearly revealed, pei-
haps for fear tmt Ge ran penetration ot Turkey 
wmld deprive France of the predmimnt 1.nf'lllence 
which French missionaries, •rcham. s and Railroad 
l:uilders had obtained in S)'ria. Perbapa .\ealso, 
pressure was broudit to bear by Russia. •.JO 
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.lll in all, it is easy to see ttat the rail~ construction and re­

sulting intrigues were not. for the benefit of Turkey and her internal 

problellS. The ecoao.ic and political overtones are too evident and 

we must conclude t!at it aa an illperialistic venture through which 

each count.r,r s ougt& to dia-ber Tu.rlmy and use it.11 resources for 

their mm advantage11. 

For cur still~, one aore tact is cL great value: 

•Appended to the Bagdad Rail .. Convention R8 
a secret agreeJEnt binding the COlllp&Jl7 not. to 
encourage er instal tcreign settlemem.s or 
colonies in the TI.cinit.7 or the Anatolian or 
Bagdad Railft18. 

•0o;:e beJOlll the llOUnt.ail'll (.lml'IJB Ra~e) the 
railwa;rs could be carried quic~ to Aleppo 
• • • • at thi11 point connection were to be es­
tabl.Ubed with t.he ilpcrt.ant. rai.brar.s of Syria, 
prerldinl direct c01mJ.nications with •••.1 
Beirut 1 Daascus, Jaffa and Jerusalea. •)y 

Int.o this hot. bed or intrigue, plots and count.erplots, ruth­

lessness and exploitation stepped Theodor Hersl with his dream of 

fwndi~ a Jewish State in Palestine, with the help and cooperation 

of Sult an .lb<:Ul Haaid of Turk•. 
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Cm.pt.er Three 

llDZL IM THI CRIJCIBI& '7 BAR IASTBRlf DIPIRilJJSTIC RIVlDlY 

Der Jcldenstaat had been written and publi.Bbed and the moet 

a-.sing chain of tmmt.• waa set into aotion. Reactian C8.Jle to Bersl 

trca :ill part• at the world, 9Cll8 taTorable and at.hers unfavorable. 

No natter, however, to which aide these comments belonged a plan 

had irretrievabq been set into llOt.ian and the results would cmq 

beccme known or more elem- with the pusap ot the years. Bad Hersl 

only known mare at the hi•t01"7 at his people, he ll1gbt haft enria-

ioned the start ot a llOft•nt.. Whenenr Jen were domtrodden and 

frustrated in their de•ire• to be free and on an equal par with the 

other nations, a national feeling hu al.Jra79 arisen. The aurterinp 

ot the Jf!J/W8 ban alRJ8 aened aa a stiJmlD.11: in 1860 the llortara 

cue pw rille to the Alliance Iarealite Uniwrselle, the persecu­

tions which bepn in the 1880•• f.tered t.he ear~ siCllHlinded mcmt­

mnta in Bua1a, part.icalarq the •t.onrs at Zion• and the Dre,tusa 

affair in 1894, saw, thrmgh the 1lltd1ml ot Der Ju.denataat, the be­

ginninp or modem political Zioninl. lflth all of the interest. and 

attention of WOl"ld JftrT auddenq focused on llersl, it was ~aible 

far h1a to withdraw trm an actin part.icipation in the nar acne­

•nt.. Bia own creation farced h1a into public lite 

• • • • • • be was at a loea at explaining to hi.melt 
haw this his .fiction developed i .nto a real, prac­
tical task for bill. Au_ybaw, that was the end of 
his ft.in atteapt to soln

1
a tl'91lendou• 111.asion on 

a pureq litera17 ba•i• .• (tr&Dlllatian 111.m) 

Bersl enriaioned a great count.17 with .Jflrf8 c-1ng to it tr• 

all anr the wcrld. The lai•er, aa well as all other h1gb17 placed 
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politiciana, wCNld be called 1.nt.o the ache• and the state wwld 

soon be an actualit7. .Aa earq aa 1897 Heral fanmlated hie DOif 

tamcua definition of Zionina, aa opposed to his definition of la­

tionali8a. Zion1•1 

"Zioniea attempt.a to establleh a hme-land which 
is public~legalq secure f cr those Jen who at 
their present doai.cilee are umble to aaia1.late 
theme1Ye11 or don't want to do so.•2 (transla­
tion aim) 

Thia definition wu formlated in the earliest stages of hill sionia­

~ic thoilflt, and is to be famd, already, in Der Judenataat. .lt a 

later tim, Benl g&ft hill definition cl a nation, to which one would 

onq haft to add the wcrd •Jeri8h• 

•1 mt.ion 18 a biatarical graup of mm in a 
recognisable cabellion held together by a CC910n 
em• •••• In thD ca .. , the c~ ene1V 1B 
the anti-eeaite.•l 

Those who cam to the Corgre1111, in 1897, were enthusiastic. The7 

strea•d to :easel from all orer the world, from all partiee, frm 

all religioua groups and there were anr two mndred official re­

presentatifts. Herzl points out proudq that the delegates !rm 

, Rwunia brought over firt.y thCIUlland signatures with them, all 

approvi .. cl the action to be umertakm by this new organisation • 

.lt thia first Co~se the aims of ZioniJla were for111lated 

and of fie ialq incorpcrated into the sioniBt platfora. -rhe aia at 

Zionin ia to create for the Jewish people a home in Palestine 

secured b7 public law.•4 The Congre1111 cont.emplated the attainment 

of this gcal by the foll~ •an&• the proaotion or the coloni­

zation of Palestine by Jewish agricu.ltural aid imurtrial workers, 

the binding together or all Jflflr7 thralgb local and i&ernational 

inatitutiom in accordance with the law of each count.17, the 
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the f oeterizg and strengt.he~ of Jewish natioral eent.iment and 

consciOUBness and obt.aininc gcmtrDllll!llt consent wherever necessar;r 

in regard to the aiJI cl Zioniaa. This was the basia for all future 

action and in accordance with these definitions and fanmlatiom, 

particularly the last, Herzl strcmt to attain his dre•. Be wanted 

to make at •t• ehono Habo' o Biruabalajim" a realit7 • 

It 1a id.eresting to spemlate ae to llbat type c:L govern­

mert. Herzl would ulti•tely have established. He sees to have 

f aTored an •aristocrat¥ republic• and states quite fra~ that he 

is a •staunch suppcrter or aonarchical institutions, because these 

allar far a contimws polic;y, am represe~ the interests or a 

• • • • • fam1.l¥ bcrn and e<hcated to rule •••••• s He is definitely 

opposed to a deaocrac1 for, ~ at.her thil:gs, it gi.Tes rise to 

that "objectiomble class or am - prateHioral politicians.• 

All the rest or his life , Herzl follored the polic;y of the "arist~ 

cratic republic" in that he dealt pri•rily with the upper classes 

in order to attain hiS goal. One has the teelinc that these were 

dealings and propoeala which he relisbad aa it gave hi.a the oppcn-

tunity to consort with this type e6 an. He had absolutely no re­

ga.rd for dellocrac7, fer ao- very t.elUng and interesting reasons& 

Ard, 

"Faults ~ a 1>eaoc1'aC71 One bas only tbe dis­
advantages or beiQI principaU, under public 
scrutiqr. Because, throudl this acrut~, the 
needlld respect for roll~ is lost. The whole 
wwld learns tm.t

6
the rulers are only human 

bei~s too •••• ·" (translation aine) 

"De110Crac7 is political nonsense llhich only 1n 
the excitaEnt ar a revolutim ill vot.ed on bf 
the ass or the people.•7 (translation 111.rm) 

.l pecple, Herzl claim, can only be helped in a political wq and b7 
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no stretch of the imag1.mtion, in a philanthropic mnner. It is 

t o this dictua and belief that he oriert.s all hie later actioms. 

Re realizes that the clai.a or the Jewish people rests with the 

Bi blical narrative and that all the peoples should acknCJ1Jledge thi.8 

right. 

" ••••• the solution of the Jewish difficult;r 
is the recognition of Jen as a people, am 
the finding b7 tbea c:L a legal.17 reco01ized 
home to which Jen in tbCISe i:arts c:L the world 
in which they are oppressed would naturally 
mignte, !or t.he;y would arrive there :ft 
citizens just because th• were Jen.• 

u Henl intended to speak to the b1&ber POIMl"S o! gonrment tar 

the Jen he alao realised that he lllU8t bee~ an accepted representa­

tive ar the people, with honers beat.and upon hi.a so that he would 

appeal to the upper class nobllltT. In l89S he decic!ed that he would 

first deal with the Jraieer, then witb Austria and ri.ral~ with the 

French govermert. on accourt. ot the Algerian Jen. Resner 1 

•In order to win a reputation at the Court.a ( ~ 
Europe} I need the highest decorati 0115 • In the 
first place, English ones.•9 (tramlation aim} 

\le see tten that thrmdi out thi.8 early part or Herzl's thoughts, the 

preoccupation with nobility plqed a large part in his scheme and 

this 1 as will be shown, contimed throughout his lUe. Herzl felt 

t l'w.t dealing with nobilit7, ao:i convinci~ thea or the justice at 

his plan, would bri~ satisfaction to hie peq>le. 

ait, the Jf!J'llS were a problem all b7 the•elns. Bes was he 

to incllce th• to leave their homelands on a large scale am hes 

would he convim:e them or the untenabilit)r of their pa9ition in their 

native countriee7 He tel.t that the answer, tbl motintirw tcrce, 

would be the power and force of the ratioml idea. H18 analol1' i• 
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•It 18 appraxiateq as it one wou.ld want to 
lift, up an Elephai:t. in erder to 110Ve h1a to 
aid.her place; to accmplish thia one would 
need a ney big apparatus - mt the elephant 
hut.ere tickle the an1u] with a spilll and 
lead Ma to the place where they wart. h1a to 
be. Thia epilm with which we want. to direct 
the •••e• tmar~ a better place, ia tm 
natior:al idea • .i.o (translation aine) 

S2'. 

Connected with the thoudlt at a ••s Jli.gration of Jns to the prm.illed 

land, was the probl• as to wlat type cL land would be suitable; 

hes beneficial it would be for all involved. Be did not want beggars 

b.tt people who were health7, eager, hlrpp7 and free in their desire 

to work, ard werk lard. "The people should becOll8 better through 

the soil am the soil better throufJl the people .•ll To ehm and 

demonstrate his dreaa or a perfect lam he wrc:t.e hie inllpiri~ novel, 

A.lt-Neuland, in which ha describes the count17 as it would be after 

approxi•tel7 twe1&7 yara at wcrk and dnelopmrt. • The Sues Canal 

was eli.111.nated in hi• noYel and the .... route between Asia and !hrope 

went by way cl Paleetine.12 Great adftncemrt.s t..ve been •de in 

railroad construction in the Utopian state as a railr•d bridge is 

ncs extended over the Bompberoua am direct lines run troll all the 

maj ar capitals at a>.rope to Jerusalea •13 Fu.rthetwcre, in a letter 

to the Sultan, Hersl prapc:eea plans far a University, under Jewish 

sponsorship, fer Jewimh as well as ottoan students 11nd subjects. 

This is to obviate the desire or Turkish students to go abroad for 

t heir ewcation am Um they would contrib.tte to the culture or 

their am count17 .14 That. amt or these proposed muurea becaae 

dreams in the course of tine is evidenced best or all by Herzl'• 

proposal that Hebrew should becOll8 the rw.tional language, as put 



forth in ilt-Hmland. In reallt.7, 

-The Hill'sverein der deutschen Juden, the Germn 
section of L1Alliance Isreallte Universelle, not. 
~ taught Ger-.n in its schools, rut made a 
stremous effort to have Geran adopted as the 
official laP&U&ge of all Zionist schools in the 
Hear Eut.•.J.> 

SJ. 

As the work of Herzl was stymied by outside forces, so was there 

evidence of contention in the midst of the aavmert.. Froa the e&ner 

fcrces at Zioniaa, urder the leadership cl Ac!ad BMm, caae the acne-

ment for a cultural revival cl Judaism as cippased to the purely po-

lltical aspects or the aavment. Actad Hiiia believed that the po­

litical intrigues of Herzl were •rely vi.siom and illul!liom which 

receded f'urther and further frm the world of reality am action. 

This type of activity •could no longer bring about a practical ful­

fil!Ent for the people •• 16 

• ••••• we are not. at liberty to neglect (in 
Palestine) the effart to create there a fixed 
am independent cent.re rcr our m.tioral cul­
ture for leami.ng, art am llierature.•17 

And, in a devastating condemnation of Herzl's political activity, 

"To lay the fwndation at a spiritual 'refuge• 
fer our rational culture desnds perhaps pre-
parations no less elaborate, and resources no less 
extensive than to la7 the foundations of a 
material. refuge fer the persecuted Jews. And 
besides the wcrk of preparation for the tuture, 
there is also a rt deal of work to be dom 
in the present.• 

In spite of the writings c:£ Achad Bila, h..,ver, the work 

of Herzl contimed. As he had previwsl.y indicated, his first eff ort.s 

were directed tonrd obtaining an irt.erview with thl laiser. Thia 

an, who as the dOJlinant personal.it7 of &lrope at the time, wmld 

certainly listen to hi.a, if Herzl could only get thl desired inter-
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view. He did not. knm, er did not. realiSe, that Genu.n Jfrrr7 wu 

at this time caught. up in the frens7 of post-Bisarkian expansion 

and that they •exerted themelves franticalq to efface their own 

identity to be acces:t. ed as Germn of the Gera m • •19 He, unlike 

Weisman, did not. feel that the Oer-.n Jen were in the highest state 

of illusory security and were extremely proud of the fact that they 

were Genana. Their Jewishness plqed a very negligible part in 

their lives and most Geran Jews, at least the upper cl.ass ele•nt, 

did not particularly favor Herzl's proposam. Undaunted, Hersl 

addressed himelf to one of the leading 11181bers of the Geran nobil­

i ty, a relative and clcxse adviser ot the- Kaiser, Gross Herzog von 

Baden. He obtained an interview with this kindly 1 old nob1-lan 

through the efforts of a Rev. Bechler, who was a Christian l:llt in­

spired by the Herslian idM of a Jewjah State in the •Prcm.aed IAnd.• 
When Hersl tinall.7 •a allcsed to see the GroH-Bersoc, the inter­

vin went. beautitull¥ and the ruler of Baden showed hi.melt w17 

kindl7 tcsard hi.a. Herzl, in his Tapmcber, describes the cozmtrsa­

tion as •grandiose• and •hochpolitisch• l:llt 1 in realit7, he attained 

nothing mere than the i&erest or this an. In the eves or Herzl, 

harever, this was a -..ntou.s achievement for the Gross Herzog wu 

the first person ot importance to show a favorable disposition to-

ward Herzl and his plan. 

"He (the Gross Hersog von Baden) said tlat the 
German Govern111nt. had inquired in Constanti­
nq>le about their attitude tanrd8 Zioniaa ard 
received the infcr•tion that the Sultan wculd 
look fa•orabq upon our project. •20 (transla­
tion mine) 

When Herzl heard this rather favar .. ble opinion !rem a person 
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at such high authcr11:17, he 1-diatel.y pressed his point and requests 

that Oemuv becom the protectorate cl the tuture state. He real­

ises tJat mch a project can net. be undertalmn without the help of a 

bil Poirer, and he chooses ~ u this 1& the cmntr;y or prestige 

in Eurq>e at tm tm. The whole affair contimes to progress, with 

the Gross Herzog a conataI£ friend and advisor, until Herzl •nagea 

to see and discuss tm problea with so• or the hi~ placed lllinia­

ters of State. Count Philip zu atlenburg, Geran ambassador to 

Vi enm, asS1.1res hi.JI that the laiser thinks high]Jr of the idea, that 

be is familiar with it and even such a personality aa Cmnt. van D.llor, 

t he Gernan minister for foreign affairs, would be 1I£ereated in the 

project. All in all, Herzl was lllllking a great deal of progress wt 

never realized t hat he was playing into the hands of the power poli­

ticians of his day. If Herzl were ever to receive something from these 

people, they would certainly demam a great deal in return. This was 

inti11Bted to Henl, as early as 1898 blt only in passing and was never 

to r emain a m j ar eleJDent in the thinld~ of the visiora17. After 

t he i nterview with Eulenburg, Herzl thanks hia far his kind words and, 

as if in answer, the Count says a 

"Perhaps there will also oome a time when I 
will aek you for a favor.•21 (tramlatian 
aim) 

With thes e initial successes, Herzl was by no 111eana satisfied. 

ilthmgh he knn that the favorable opinion of the le.iser i s all-1..m-

port.ant, he nevertheless has an inierview with the ruler of !hlgaria, 

Furst Ferdinand. This noble openly acbits his helplessness i n f'u:r­

thering the plans of Herzl, admits that he was raised with Jews, 

is half-Jewish, is on intimate term with Baron de Hirsch but, al-
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though he ill full ot llJllP&t)V" tor the idea, it is illpoesible tor h1a 

to further it. llersl then aaka hia to use hie intlnence in obt.a1n1 ng 

tor hia an inteni• with the Csar ot Ruui.a. 

(n the whole 1 hOR'ftl" 1 lle:rsl at least in these earq da18 ot 

the manmnt still clingB to ti. idea tmt the Jraiser, prlaril1", 

baa the ability to further the mcne•nt; that the Xai•er met, at 

least, show himself to be taTorabq disposed ta.ard the Zionists it 

the monmant ill to •ke a~ headn1' ot consequence. Herzl reali"ed 

all too well the ponrfUl p09iti• ot the lnperor. 

•In Bersl • • da1" the Oenan Jraiaer wu b7 all 
odds tbe domnant political tigure or larope. 
When the laieer took •nitf, the diplomte ot 
the cont.1.nent, dOll!l to the third undersecre­
t&rT of the arinea ot lwtmbaurs, proceeded 
to sneese ••• •• So f!'Cl!l the outset lle:rsl turned 
toward the laia• u naturally as a child 
ton.rd a cand;T •hop. It was the genenµ be­
lief, U not. the tact, that all political 
ban-bam wre dispensed at Pot.adul.•22 

It ma alrea«V been dellonatrated that Ge~ had tremendous 

influence and prestige in the Ottman -..,ire. lier holdinp were -n.st 

and her technicians and fil'W.DCiers were, for all l.ntente and pur­

poses, in control or all the ~ortant mjor agencies ot Turkey. It 

was in the winter of 1898 that the Kaiser decided to come to TurkeT 

and Palestine in order to discuss various l!lltters with the Sultan. 

For public C011SW!pticn, the Kaiser would come to visit the Ottman 

~ire in order to dedicate the Evangelical Church of the Bedeemer 

in Jerusalem and, al.so, wou.ld use the occasion to establish a pr~ 

tectarate over the Qeman Catholics in Pale.tine. Thie, ot course, 

caused a great stir u France telt that she RS the prcitector ot 

Christi.am in Asia Iii.nor. 23 Hersl, hClllnmtr, printed leading articlee 



in his newspaper praising the "far sighted actions• of the Kaiser 

and for this, er some '*'her reason, was inf'ermed that on this trip 

to Palestine, the laiser would receive him at the head or a Jewish 

delegation. The err arts of Hersl were thus rewarded. That there 

were deeper political and econcmic i.Jlplications in the Kaiser's trip 

was realized by ail, but Hersl did not heed these waminc signals 

and went ahead with h1a preparations to meet the Kaiser. 

The first interrlew took place on October 19, 1898. At thi8 

t ime t he laiser intia ted that Dreyfuss was n'*' guilty and he lis-

t ened f\i~ to the plan as outlined by Herzl in regard to the found­

i ng d the Jewish State and the protectorate of Germany as envis­

i oned by him. The lraiser agreed with the schem in prireipal and 

r erm.rked that it would not be too difficult to obtain t he consent 

of the Sultan :if he, too laiser, would speak f ar t he project. "liter 

all, it will mke an impression fer I (the Kaiser) am the only one 

who still holds to him (the Sultan). Tell me, i n one ward, just 

what I am t o ask at: the Sultan.• To this Herzl a 11S1rers, •A Chartered 

Conpany, under Genan protection.• •Good,• says the laiser, •a 

charter ed conpmy, • and with this renark the interview ended. 21' 

The second i nt e rview with the Kaiser, also in Jerwsalem, 

t ook place on November 2, 1898. At this time Herzl again spokll to 

t he Kaiser as head of a Zionist delegation and said in essence, that 

"We are convinced that carryi.ne out the Zionist 
Plan will mean proeperit7 far the Turkish Blpire 
too. We will bri~ energies and mterial means 
to the countr,r; it is ea97 to forsee a magg.ifi-
cent fructuation of desolate territories . Tbat 
will mean mare happiness am civilization tar 
mankind. 

We plan a Jewish Land Coapany for Syria and Pal-



estim, which will undertake the great war le, 
am for this Co;pmy we ask the protecti an 
of the Gena.an -.,ercr. •2S 

se. 

W!itb thia favcrable 1.d.erriew behind him, Herzl was nm confident 

that h1a state was near the actual fmndinc. It was, then, a terri­

ble blar when the nen c._m:ique, on which he bad placed so mch 

hope, was finall7 released to the wcrlda 

•The address cl the leader cl the Jewish 
deputation was answered b7 the Eaperor, who 
poilt.ed out that all aspirations tOIU'd 
1'1rther~ agriculture in Paleetim, for 
the illpronmnt. of the proeperit7 cl the 
'l'urkiah Blpire, respectinc the sovereicnt.7 
or th• Sul.tan, would meet with h1s 1&­
terest .•26 

What tappened between the interview and the release of this ccamnique 

can only be guessed at. It was kncsn thlt the Sultan was not favora-

bly disposed ton.rd the project, perhaps this was onJ¥ a persom.l 

whim or the 1'aiser which prowd unt.emble in the ~ of present. 

internatioml politics, perhape it was the realisation that the 

wealthy Jee woild never back up Herzl's scheme and that Germany 

would be respomible, perhmp8 it was m..dd to tbe laiaer that 11' 

he want.ad his concessions in Turlae7, he wmld not make a •jcr issue 

of this de-.nd of the Jen. At UV' rate, the interviews promced 

net.hi~ DIOl"e than p-estige fer Herzl and the movment, whereas, 

Herzl relates, in Viema the joke of tm ._was that the llliser 

believed tmt the Zionistic id-. was a wortmrhile one, •onq with 

27 
the Jen it was illpassible to nake it a realit7.• Herzl, then, 

went back to his planning am his writi• and took comf'art in the 

fact, as ht told th!t Third Congress, ttat he and h1a friends were 

receiwd b7 the Kaiser as a •delegation ot the Zionist ActiOrl!I 



COllllit.tee.•28 Be camoled himself with thiB and contimed his work. 

'lhile Hersl wu consoling hiJlselt in his work, the Gerans 

were quite biay contim~ their policy of quietq annext ng the 

ot.tanan -.Pire fer their m-n use. ilhereas Hersl ay baYe thaigbt 

that the laiser s1111pq did net. care &!J11lOre tar hiB scheme and thus 

issued the dam1ng co-an1qu.e• farces cl llJCb larger iJll>licaticme 

were at work in the Middle last which wau.ld foreYer cancel an;y ot 

Hersl•a Ulbitiom. At first, under the nile ot Bismark, the expan­

sion f£ Genm\Y in the Ot.tc:mn lmpire wu not. looked upon with great 

favor. Biaalk was priaril.7 id.ereeted in continent.al affairs and 

wanted, at all costs, to &Yoid contlict in the east. ~ feared a 

clash with Russian int.ereets in Constantinople and Bis•rk was 

against the visit of the laiser to Turkey in 1889. 

"Paili~ to persuade the yau.ng Bnpercr to aban­
don his tr.l.p, the Chancell ar did what be could 
to allay Russian aiapiciona d the purposes or 
the j0Dl"D87 •••• In 1890, howftr, Prince Bia­
mark was di.smissed and the chiet obstacle to 
the iaperors' Turkish policy was removed."29 

The Russian prob1- was al1'&79 acute and Gel"IBl\Y cau.ld not. 

follaw an active TurkiBh policy. She cau.ld, am di.d harever strength­

en Turley in her •bitiOl18 sot hat Turke,y wau.ld. also, al~, be 

strong enough to be used apimt Russia as an allT of Oenau.y. This 

foresight, on the part of the l'aiser, became an actuality in 1914. 

At no poirt. in this political. scbae did the Geram seriously 

consider the .colonization cl Turkey wit.h her on pecple. This waa 

too difficult an undertalcing and one wb.ich wau.ld net. proaise al\r 

tangible results. The 8lropean in Asiatic Tur1ce7 would encau.nter 

allllost in11Unaamtable difficulties, part:icularq in regard to the 

hot cliate. "Palestine was a more suitable place of residence but 
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the count17 is not. particular~ allllri~; a few German agricu.ltural 

colonies, chiefly Jewish, were established there, bit they were cca­

paratiYeq un:lJlpc:rtam. in eise, wealth and political inf'luence." So 

writes om or the foremost experts on the affairs or Turkey. 30 

GerlllU\f did, harner, do all in her parer to mild up this 

camt.17. Her pasition in regard to the ot.toan Enpire was a unique 

one, at odds with al 1 tha at.her Pc:Jlfers • 

"lhile most or the westem Parers were openq 
discussi~ the imptndl~ partition or Turkey' 
OermD7 was openq set against it. In the 
diplomtic conplicati ODS of the .lnaen:ian ques­
tion, and in the Crete incident. ~ 1896 11hich 
led to the Graeco-Turldsh •r, the attitude 
or Oena!V' had been extremely hal:p!ul to the 
TurkB • The Gel"lllln embassy in Co111Stant.inq>le 
was the most pararf\11 cert.er c4 !creip ~ 
tluence.•31 

When reaction becam too strong apinst Gernany ror her sipport or the 

Ot.tOl!lall Blpire in the political spheres, Gel"lll&IV' could alWlqs main­

tain that her. id.erests were net. political but economic. .lnd this 

they could not. del\f and did not. wish to do so. Geran officers took 

over the imtruction of the Turkish anv; Gena~, rather than France 

sol d Turkey all her mnitions; German f'irance made poss ible t he rail-

road comt ructi on, the milding of locmotives and rails. Al.so, 

such inportant. items far ellport as glassware, knives, razors, plows, 

textiles and leather goods began to pwr into Turkey from Genal'\f. 

"The German statesmen and economists sought to 
mild up in Central Europe a system ot econad.c 
al J 1ances •••• tbls migtt, Germ.ny and her allies 
beco• econcaical~ selt-llU.f'fici.m. units, treed 
from dependence upon British sea parer. 4nd into 
thi~ alliance cou.ld be imcrparated the Bear 
East. Beyond the Bosperru.s 1q a caut.ry rich 
in oils and metals, capable or supp~ Oenan 
textile mills n th cotton, which used to be 
wealthy in agriailtural proc:llcte, which pranised 



to denlq> into a rich -.rket for Western 
ccmmodities. COlm.lllication to be established 
by a Genlllll-'Coatrolled Bailraad upon which 
service would be mint&ined, in war ard peace, 
111.thcut the aid at anal power ••••• Turk4f' 
was destined to fall within the economic or­
bit d an inmstrialised Gel11W\r.•32 
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E. M. larle i.e quot.ed ae aa71nc that, in 1888, finance d Turkq was 

practically monopolised by Great Britain and France but the Oeram, 

in 19001 were b7 far the aast actiYe group in ConatantinqWt and in 

Asia Minar. .llao, during this period d 1888-1900, Gernany•s iq>orts 

from Turkey rase from 21 )00,000 llarks to 28,900,000 lllrlm and~ 

caey• s experts trom 11, 700 ,000 lfarlas to 40, 900, 000 Mt.rk:s .33 As can 

readily be seen by these figures, the Germn induatrialists in con­

ju?K:tion with the politiciam and the llilltu'7 used their advantages 

t o the fullest. Thq ~loped Turkq with brilliad. success and the 

Gernan ambassador' to ~k87' llt.rslall Yon Bieberstein, became one or 
the mOBt p011Jerful mn in tmt part d the world. 

•At the time of von Bieberstein•e death in 1912, 
Turl<B7 was mere val.~ble to Oerman_y than all her 
colonies togetber.•34 

This then WU the position of Oeimn7 dl.rin& the tima of Herzl's 

attempts to found a Jewish State in the midsts of the hot.]¥ contested 

Otta:ian Enpire. It can now be readiq seen that the bq>es and dreams 

<:£ Herzl, as related to the laiser were rithcut a cmm:e d being 

realized. Whereas Herzl thought himself to be a pOllfer in h18 own 

right, he was mere]¥ anot.her factcr in the international intrigu.e d 

the times. His desire to takB part. in the llf>erialiatic desip at 

the P011Jers rroved to be worthless, as none of the Parers would 

serirusly consider a~ another ccmpetitcr to the alrea~ large 

list d interested parties concerned with the partition ot Turk87. 
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llthougb Heral•s •in thougbt,s lay in tbe direction or Ger­

many, he did not. cast aside the proepect cl Snglish aid. The Britiah 

emerment. lw.d aln.ya been interested in that part cl tbe world, 

particular~ sin:e the blil~ cL the Sues Canal. British troope 

had been in this area fer decades in order to protect the mother­

country•a imeat•nts. Herzl realised the strategic position or the 

Carw.l and also rore ... that &ncJ•"' woUd att•pt to blild a wester~ 

tn>e ciYilisation in that part or the world. AB a result, he felt that 

the establiahmnt ot a Jewish at.ate, whic:b would exist in harmcJl\Y with 

the Bngl.ish goverwnt, m1gbt. be or tre•ndoua help to the British. 

He envisioned that a railroad would soon be milt, which would pr~ 

vide ea97 access to India and that this railJntiT would run through 

?alestine. "'lbe:reu Ruaaia would have a rai~ in the Herth which 

leads to ASia, England wou.ld have a neutral resene •7 to India, in 

case there wou.ld be ditticultiea in the area or the Suez Canal.•3S 

This prq>osal, and thls a~ia cl the situation, was forwarded in 

a letter to Lard Sal1sb1171 the Pri• Mlnister, as early as 1896. 

There was 1 hc.-enr, anot.her person within the lncliah realm 

who cou.ld prove to be of great service to Herzl, and did accmplish 

a great deal in later negotiations. Thia an was Colonel Goldsmid. 

This officer, of the regular &l'llllri was the am ot a baptised Jflfl, 

tw.d .gr~ up as a Chriatian and md then returned to Judai.a. He 

entered into the project ot blildlnc a Jewilb State with great en­

thlsian and was or iDY&luable aerrice to Herzl in his d•lirwe with 

English JeJII7. Herzl went so far that in a public letter to the 

Colonel he refuted arq desire on hi.a part to beco• an acti ft -ber 

of Parliament.; three andates lad been ottered Ma, in Jewish sections, 



•o that be would becam an atticial -..ber r:I the· Parliallient and 

cmld debate hi.a drea troa the floor or that noted bod;y . , Bersl 

definite]¥ did not. desire a political poet of this type a1nd wrote 

to Goldsmid, in 1897 

"Give me yw.r word or honer that you rill 
fin18h what I started ~n Constantinq>le and 
I giw :you m;y word or honar tint I will re­
sign forever fr<JJ ... the leadership c:L this 
Jewish project .•JO (translation aim) 

'l!hus, whether thrm,gb personalities on tbe Bnglish scene er through 

the govermert., Bersl attell'ted to gain hi.a end b7 ustnc Britain. 

"Frcn the begl.nning I was or the opinion ttat 
tbe d1.ploaatic initiathe had to com from 
Bngland becauae Bnglam, lookl.ng te1rards 
India, carmot arrcrd to overlook Palestine 
and because England still today ms a cer­
tain serenity in her outlook towards the 
Jewish Qu•tion.•37 (translation Jline) 

Aside from Colonel Qoldsaid there were, or cour111e, other 

leading Zionist personalities to be found in lngland. lllin&ague, 

Zangw:i.11, and Rothschild were imtrwnert.al in furthering Herzl's 

desires. In tact, Cecil Rhodes was also brought into thu picture 

but his advice in the •tter, perhlps the moet real.1BticJ, was too 

unrcnant.ic to be or use to Hem; even if he could lave 1:ollcwred 

tl'E advice from this great financier. Herzl could come t;o see him 

at any time rut, also, •It he wants any tip from me, I hliLve onq one 

word to s~, and that is a let him put mone;r in hD pursn. •38 

This Herzl cert.ai~ attmpted to acc~lish and a cmpl.!1 of ;yean 

later, he •t with Lard Rothschild and put the case before hims 

"Rothschild was Yf1r7 nice ••••• I told him what 
I desireda that he obta.in from the lCl three 
million pounds far the Jeri.sh lutern ~aqy. 
The rest of the two llillion wa will obtain 
through Subscript.iom.•39 (tra111lation aine) 
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lm a fn da,a later, at a second interriew with the grea1; man, 

Herzl offered that Rothschild should head the financial a1:enciea ot 

the new state. Rothschild, harever, declined with thanks and mai.n-

tained that he mtrely desired to be a co-worker with Berzll am was 

happ7 that it was in h1B pc.er to help him. In other words, for all 

practical J"llpoees, Rothschild wuhed bis hards of all financial 

dealings regarding the raw JMnem rt.. Rot.hschild, inciden1;alq, could 

net. al1Ql18 haw been el&ireq friendl;r to tm .mment; fer when 

Herzl appeared befare the London 1-igration Comittee in 1902, 

Rothschild posed the Tel")" embarrasing question of dlal-l0Jralt7. Was 

it possible far a Jew to be a part or the Zionist program and also 

to be a loyal citisen ot the mat.her countr.r? To this Her1d answered 

that the best illustration tOll'ard tlat attitude is the rac:t that cmr­

ing the last war c4 England, preSW1Bbl.7 the Boer Wars of 1899-1902, 

there were two sioniat societies in the British armies. ~rbis seemed 

to quiet the doubt.a or this illportant Britisher and .Jerr. 

ilthough Herzl did not. accampliBh lllJ.Ch in his ne1~otiations 

with England or its leading citizens, he did not despair. For the 

Fourth Zionist Co~ress he chose London as the •eti~ place so that 

the people of the British Isles would be able to get a cl1oser look 

at him am his arpnization, as well as to obtain the English moral 

and political support.. 40 In great anticipation, therefor~!!, of wmt 

mig}t. be obtained from these people he told the Fourth Coi11gress in 

a blrst or ent.husia• that 

"Bnglam, Jli.ght;r England, free Bngland, with 
its world embracing outlook will understand our 
aspirations. .tlth England as a starting point 
we may be sure that the Zionist idea 1'111 soar 
further and hig)ier than ever before .•41. 
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This took place in the year 1900 and Hersl still spealcll or "a start­

ing point.• While Hersl att.ellpted to pla7 politica with the Great 

Panrs the7 hq>elesaJ.7 mtclassed hi.a, and the Zionist idea neftr had 

the slight.est chance of succeeding. Great Britain, toward the end 

or the centuJ"71 consolidated her possessica in Palestine J tbe7 

built a railroad, at least they obtained the concession frc:a the 

port of Hai.ta in two directions a one to Part Said, connecting Pal­

estine wtt.h the Sues Canal and the at.her to Mesq>otama "'1a- 9uas­

cus. In this wq England, aa did ~. became an active partner 

in tba wholesale division or the Otteman a.pi.re; she diff'ered fran 

the other nations onl.Jr insofar as her excuse was the Sues Canal. 

Historians mw shmm that British investmem.a in the Near Bast date 

back to the C~ess of Berlin in 1878 and tta t since that date 

Britain did everything in her porer to •im.ain the status quo which 

would be in keeping with her int.ereets. That she, then, would allOlf 

Henl am his Jewi.Bh State to beco• a vital !actcr in this alreaey 

vital sphere or inf'luem:e wu uniaagi.mble when examined in the light 

or historical nent.s. 

"Som dq8 befcre the Congress met (J&lne 131 1878), on 
June 4, a sep.rate comention was concluded be-
tween Britain and Turke7 1 under which Great Brit-
ain agreed far all time to defend the Asiatic 
dominions ot the Ot.tcm.n lnpire 'b7 force ot 
anm' a m in retmn t he Sultan ••••• (was) to 
hand. over Cyprus rar occupation am administra-
tion by Eng!am at an anmal. tribute. TMs 
convert.ion with Turlal;y 1s one at the most 
inportant measures of foreign polic7 which have 
ever been resolved upon b;y a Brit ieh Govern-
ment • • • • • Cyprus is the nearest isla nd to 
the Suez Canal.•42 

Thus , the picture <I ~land and her position in the Hear last. 

Herzl, be~ in close contact lfith tlm French we to his 
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earq uperiencn aa a Pariaian correspondent, also attupt.ed to 

interest the French gonrment through ftrl.CIU8 leading personalitiea 

in that coant.17. The chiet rabbi, Zadok, becaM a supporter ot the 

man•nt and it -.. bia t.uk to i&ereat the French branch ot the 

house ot Jlot.bachild. In thie, hmner, tm labbi wu not. euccnetul 

and Hersl belitmtcl that althmab R~hechild _. interested in Zionin 

he did not. dare adllit thie opeiaq.IU To haw receiwd thie timn-

cier1e q>en npport. wmld haw -S a great deal, ot ccairae, mt thie 

... illpoeeible m• to the ditticultiea ot the Prench gonrment. in 

the Ot.toan Sllpire. 

"The French •n ft17 mch ll&ereated (in the Bail­
~)., Tm,, bad an enal'9ClU innst•nt. in Turk8J 
~and the;r control.lad the Ot.t~ Bank, an 
which the Turld.8h gclW611Wnt. had to req tor r1-
nanc1al aid. So etroag, lndHcl, wu tmir fimn­
cial poeition that it had becme irbcim to the 
Sultan. Be wu det.end.md not. anq not. to grant 
thea further conceaeiOlll mt it pceslble break 
their control. Be tberetare i&ereeted a 0ermn 
financier ••••• who, in turn, anapd to win IW 
Oearg YCG Siem•, hMd ot the Dmt.Kbe Bank.• 

It will be appreciated, tmn, that the French had no desire to in­

volTe themelftll turt.her in the int.enal attain ot the Ot.tamn 

Bllpire, nen bad tbe,r the opport.unlt7. Jtat,hechild, who ae certainq 

1.nstrumnt.al in the politica! and ecancmic attaire of France waild 

not. endanger h1a poeition b.r adYoaating support. ot auch a •chem u 

the Zionistic plan tor a State in that part ot the wcrld. Frame, 

then, cont.ra17 to the earlier Tieiona of Beee, wu cmpl.t.eq cut 

ot the picture aa tar aa Zioni.a aa concerned. 

Ud.d all ot these int.ripee, weted il&ernta and political 

deale t.bere •• one camt.17 which was Ht apart trm the Western 

Pc.ers and 7& plqed' a dminant. role in the hieta17 ot •rape in the 
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last part or the nineteent.h cent.urr. This count.17 was Russia. She 

was in a unique paeitian in that although nenr in direct cont.act 

with the big panrs she was, nevertheless, a constant threat in areas 

of the world where the Western Powers had major investments. In re­

gard to the Near Eastern situation, Russi& was also a mjor factor. 

The bu.U~, or the granting of' the conceesione, ror the Rail.n.7 

in Turkey affected her deati.nT as well as the destinies or France• 

Dritain and Ger~. Herzl, tu~ realizing the u.:>ortance of' such 

a link as a ~, aleo had the in1!11.ght to realise that the two 

sections or krope would be at odds regarding this construction. Be 

knew that if the railwa7 were built there might. be serious repercus­

sions throughout lurope, perhaps war. As a result, he wrote to atlen­

burg in 1898, requesting his interview with the Kaiser and made the 

railroad one of his major arguing points. Since the Powers could 

not build the rail'QT !or fear of' conflict, the task .fell to the 

Jewsl4S The7 would be the neutral power in the ottoaan Eq>ire and 

it "ruld be eaq tor the to serve the nations in t,his manner. The 

r eaction of the Jraiser to this prapmal camot. be determined. Herzl 

very clearly saw the division or Bu.rope into two apposirg cups. 

Russia was interested in obt.aining Constantinq>le for her om pu~ 

poeea and dreamed or a sea port into warm waters. .ls a result, she 

was as interested in obtaining a foothold in the Ot.tman Empire a 

were the other nations and, thus, her opposition to the BailQT p~ 

ject was clear and ul'lllistakable. 

"Rut.Bia oR>osed the project (or the Rail~) troa 
the beginning. On econamic grounds innu.dial 
Russian interest• .feared cOllP8titicn, mt mare 111-
portant. was the strategic problm. The Geran 
RailwaJ' would rerlft the sick -.n, and atrengt.hen 
his grip on Constant.inq>le and on 1.rmma, both 



of which had long been coveted by Russian 
stat••n. Between Russian aims and the GeJ"l)lall 
Rai~, tlwre was an abaolute cl.uh ••••• •4b 
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Despite all or these facts, and realising the dangerCAUI posi­

tion or Russia in view or the general world situation, Herzl did not. 

hesitate in attempting to obtain an interview with tqi-level Russian 

statesmen in the first years of the twentieth century. When this plan 

became knawn to the Jews or the world, a Violent reaction set in 

against Herzl. Thia was the time of the horrible anti-semitic perse­

cutions or II.stem &!rope, particularq Russia. 

"The new repressions began with the faaCAUI 1Tem­
porar,r Lagislation Affecting t~ Jna' enacted in 
1882, and known as the May Laws. Not.bing in 
Czarist Russia was as enduring as •Temporar,r Lag­
islation.' This particular set or enactments, at 
&f\Y rate, was prolonged and broademd and ext.end­
ed until it cam to cover every aspect of Jewish 
life.•47 

This, honver, was the eastern-kropean view as expressed b7 •eis•n. 

The lfeatem .Jen, of which Herzl was a part, althou.gh expressing their 

horror at the pogrcm did not really want to see matters in their 

true light.. In the West, art.er all, they were •eancipated" Jews who 

sought to llin1.Jllise the danger by turning away fraa the problea. "They 

appealed to reason, preached sermons on the 1brot.berhood of nan, ' b1 

committees to combat anti-seJl.itism, societies against intolerance and 

by exaggerated patriotism."48 But no matter hOlllr llllCh they desired to 

ignore the cninou.s cries ot t.heir Jewish brethren of F.astern Europe, 

the Kishinef'f massacre cou.ld not be ignored. Jews the world over, 

as well as men of every religious persuasion, cried ou.t in prot.est 

at the inbimanity of the Russian pogrom. In one ot the lll08t ettec-

tive essays ever written by Herzl, "KishineY and the Sardines,• h9 

n0111r speaks wt with eloquence and panr against the atrocities ot 
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llOnq when .. eball be tired, cru.ahed b7 the 
baseness ot an, by the -Uce ot the pett7 
and the imignUicant., then, eo that our work 
19¥ not surrer and tiredneae not onrc- u•, 
•ball .. call to •ch at.her the tie17 slogan 
- 11.ahimv .•49 
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And ,.t, deepit.e the liehiDBT •sncre ot laster, 1903, 

Hersl sought an interrtn with Van Pl.em. and Witte mri• the ..­

year. DJ.ring the llOllt.b ot August, 1903, be mt with Plehft, the 

Minister at Interior, twice; and with Witte, the 111.nister at Finance, 

once. When these 1.nt.errten were scbecllled, the Zionist ~ broke 

into two factions. Herzl, speaking for bis poeition, .. intained 

that al\f and all .am should be used in order to further the gc:.l 

ot the Zionists and that such eftnts aa had transpired ouq sel"ftd 

to point out the ccrrectness ot bis tbui.8. The Jnish State llUst 

becOlle an actualit7 and no atom IU8t ~in unturned in order to 

tion, •int.a1.ned that 

•• • • • • • there were •cme who belleTed that the 
Jewi•h leader cmld not. pick and chooM hi.a 
coatacte 1 but had to mcotiate eftD with a 
mrdtrer it some pract1cal good would c-. ot 
it. Others cmld not tolerate the thoight ot 
this tinal tuai Hation. Bllt there were still 
at.hers, I was amonc tblm, who belie'ftd that 
the n.p ~ not. onq h••U1at1.ng, bit. utter~ 
pointless. •50 

oppoei-

Be that as it -.,., Hersl did go to speak with Plehft. lbri• the die­

cuasion it became evident that the 111.ni.ster not. o~ knn a great du.l 

abrut the llO'felnent but also kmlf or the leading pereonall.tiaa and ... 

caapletel7 informed as to the Ruasian-Jnish attitude t01frd ZioniR. 

Von Plehn •intained that the RuHian State •eeks hmopmit7, that 

it expects patriot.is• trca its subjects and tmt there be o~ om 
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lcyalt7 and that this wae to be directed tanrd Russia. Furthermore, 

van Pl.ehwe said that althmgb there is a U ssishkin in tm1 m09eJll9l'lt, 

t he major portion ot Russian Jen did not contriblte to 1my great 

extent toward the furthering or the Zionist ideal. To the latter 

statement., partieularq, Herzl reacted in uasement becalluse he nClllr 

realised that Plehwe has studied the situation ccmplete~r and was 

fa•iliar with the inner workings of the ilportant Vienna Ccmnittee.Sl. 

Aside from all these negatiw aspects ot the convereatiou, it ~ 

veloped that Plemre was rea~ favarabq di.8posed tonrd the JffflS, 

had no special dislike !or tbea and, in fact, grew up in a Jewish 

environment and spent his earq 7mth aurraunded by Jewie1h children. S2 

Nothing positiTe, of course, came trm these two intervielWB. Hersl 

has met an acc~lished diplcmat. 

On the other hand, when Herzl met Witte, the cu1e became 

qui te clear nth regard to the Jeriah ~estion in Russia.. Witte 

sai d that 'he used to tell the farmer Czar, .lleander III,, that it it 

were possible to shan sb or seven milllon Jen into thE1 Black Sea 

so that they drolm, he wculd be all for the idea. HCJlreft1r, since 

this is bar~ possible, one will just haft to let them lhe I -nae 
ist meine .lnaicht geblieben. Ich bin gegen nitere BedruLckungen. •S3 

This was the •jar dewloi-nt in his inteniew with thie1 arch anti­

semite. Yet, despite all ot these obstacles, proving hll•elt to be 

a real dipl~t, or public relations upert., or. mereq a deluded in­

dirtcDal, Herzl went before the sixth Zionist Congress utd •intained 

that 

"Fim.lly the Russian gonnWDt is willing to 
use its intluence with his llajest7 the Sultan, 
in furthering our efforts to obtain Palestine. 
The importance of this statement., which I aa 



-......a to .a to tbe liGld.A CGlllfte•, 1a 
..n~ n1dllS ·to 7• all.•54 

n. 

The aboN ~ caWl budq baw been aa1d with a straight face 

tcr BerslJ 119 ·~ cClllld oat. baw beU...d tlat the 11a .. s.u. wmld 

help b!a 1a tbe eatablia._. ot a JMliab State J tb9ir an..nt.atian 

tcm.rd the ... - ufaY..ni. in tbe atJW and, bad t.., helped 

ar wanted to b9lp llnsl 1n the lear lllat., t._, wmld cmq baw ued the 

Jen u a barpiJd.nl pm9' ta their nlatiam with the Wlletern Poqi'8. 

It 1e eri.dld., tbm, that Mn U ..U U with the at.her PONre, 

Bersl did not. law the al.1gbt.eet chance at ~ 1n hie erir.'r• 

an. JIU pl.am nre directq coat.radictCll'T to the objectiftS at 

Germa!\f, 'Ing.land, France and Bu.aia. Be •• alinged apinrt the 

Powers at the world; and instead at hie ueing them, tlwT used h1a tor 

their 01rD pU1poees and accardinc to the ~ the llOOd stnck thm. 

Hersl' e ideal wu d~d. 

A.t the tt., haftftr, Bersl did not. realise the tutilit.7 ot 

hia dream. After bis ear~ intereete in at.her •prcmi•ed lands,• be 

soon directed all ot hie emrc:!.e• tmard Paleat.im and comidered it 

the H01118land ot the Jen. In thia 'ri.eion, be lad Goldald.d and Mmtagv.e 

at his side as tbq thmgbt along these lime also. Jaleetine, accard­

L-ig to Benl wu to bet.be p~ to the IKJ8t. illporta& area at the 

world in the mar tut.are, Asia. At the second Congrua, Benl •tated 

"Palestine • • • • • 1a ot great illpart.ance to all 
a&rope becaue at it• pagnphical •itutian. 
The tim cannot be d1at.ant when it rill be 
trawreed tcr a cultural and c~rcial hi~ 
to &Bia. Aaia" the dipl~tic probl.ea at the 
cming d9cacte.•55 

'-1n, two ,.are later, in regard to the p091t1on at laDatim 1n t.h18 

mnr trenll ot world politics, 



"TM Asiatic problm gron llOl'9 ••riCIU8 • 'bT 
dQ' ••••• Far this reason it is 11aN and llOl'9 
to the !.Serest ot the si.Ti.lised natiom and 
at cirllisation in general that a cultural sta­
tion be eetabliahed on the ehcrteat road to 
Asia. lal.eetine i• tbia station ••••• Thon 
who concern ti..elwe with politic• will 
perceift ••••• that a ftluable CJR)art.unib to 
dra nearer to Aaia is tbu preaent.ed.•56' 
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1lbereu am. ot the 1-dera ot the llOWW& shlpq ellri8im­

ed all ot the Jen bearding •hips and cpiickq being tr&Dlpcrted to the 

land ot ..iaatine,S7 Bersl kmlf that there was aore to the ecbem 

than others n&lised. Be underatood tmt 1t wmld be al at.rme ~ 

portance that Palestine bec09 an imlatrial nation and that tm J9n 

be pat to wark 1.-diateq upon arriftl • ._.... other mtiam 8111pq 

used tbie area ot the warld tar aploitation, llersl felt tmt one 

should dn'elq> a ccau&17 mt then et.q in it. and co&ime this dnel­

opaent.S8 Imt.ead ot beinc 1.lper1ali8t.e, the Jem wm1d enter Pal­

estine in a ep:lrit ot trieDdlh!p and their wark in the land wmild be 

ot profit to all the iDbabitauts ot the area. 4• a mcea•U7 ccrrolar7, 

ot cCW'8e, all other taitbe and. mtioaaliti•• wallld be treated with 

equalit7 and reepect. That the land held aat pramee ot successfUl 

d.nelc:ipaent. he :realised u -.rq u 1898, when t.bese nmrlm wre •de 

by the laiaer, at the tiaa ot Bersl•e eecand ~with hills 

"Tha Httl.nenta which I 8&1'1 t.b9 Genua ae wll 
U tbOM al 7ao.r peq>le 1 can 88"9 U eze..,iee 
as to what one can do with the land. The camt.17 
m.e rom tar all. Obt.ain onq •ter and em.de 
••••• 7ao.r aawwnt, with which I aa w1:r tam.­
liar, cont.aim a w17 haalt)V thmgbt.•!J7 (tram­
lation llim) 

The J'J"mieed Land, then, wu to be the nn hmlland tar ti. .i.-. It 

had been prmiaed to the pecple 'bT God and nm llenl tntnded to _. 

it the place where •hooad b••, black ar red beardl, and bel$ lep 



-

73. 

wml.4 be a aign ot bon<rJ the mocking and taunting call •Jew• wmld 

nmr beccm a nam ot honar.•60 The tlag at the nn land 'ft8 to be a 

field ot white with anen et.an, at gold, upon it. The white 8Jllb01-

1•ed the •mw,. p.ire lit.. and the at.are would indicate the nmaber at 

hmre •n wmld wart per dlT in the new eociet7. ill, tberetare, _. 

beautiful.q arranpd acept tor om basic antagoni.8t ar one factor which 

was the k97 to the entire Rear lutern •ituation. Thia tactar, 

arou.nd which all else reYOl.Ted1 was Turkq. 

The problm ot Turkllr m_y be nmarised in am word, !!!!l • 

The tirance• ot the Ot.tomn Bllpire wre in an illpouible state and 

thls sbe tw.d to alla1r at.her PCJRJ'8 to eater the ccia&17 u ildaatrial­

iat.a, infttst•nt ba*ere and ld.11tartne jut ao the 911pire W011ld 

contime to tunctim. The ler~Jlaldad 8ail...._,. was, at coarse, the 

big enterpriae tbraagh which Turktir wmld receiw large grant• ot 

lllOD8T and throa.gh which the w.tern Pwera wmld coat.rol 'hric97 • ID 

1896 the annmneemnt _. mde b.r the Pareip llt.n1Jlter ot Tnrklr.r that 

grant• bad been g1Ten tar the conatnctlan ~ th.ta mw ra~ and 

thia, ot coune, bad alao been Bersl•a idlla.61 

tlJlailraad baild1ng and c• u odit7 acbanp, are 
rostered b.r the st.ate Oil the bui.8 ot a rapid 
c:lieiategration, ni1n and a:ploitatlon ot Aaiatic 
peasant •CODCllllF in ta. cmne ot which the Turk­
iah State becmms more and 110N dependent Clll 
~opemi~~ital, political.q ae wll aa t~ 
cia~.•62 -

Benl also want.ed to obtain hie Jeriah State in the Ot.tman Slupire br 

giTing the Turks acme mch-meded llDD87• ID Dir ..lldamtaat., the ce~ 

tral idea ~or the carrp.ng mt ot the echnl i• to be taa.nd in the 

thought t!at "Suppoeing 1118 •jest.7 the Siil.tan were to gift u Jlal­

eetine, we cml.d in return undlll'take to reguJ.ate t• whole n •m• 
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ot Tu.rtq.•63 Thia 1e wbat Heral eet. mt to do; all he needed trca 

thie poi.I& on wu the pemiesion ot Turk87 and the •OD97 troa the 

W9&ltlv- "-9 ot the warld. Tocla7 we knOlr that mither wae tartbccm­

ing. In the tace at thie philcm~ of obt.aining the land llenl bad 

om great •Cl'1'7, aside trca the uaal om al lack ot nppart. Be om­

rectq reaaomd that U hrJc9T wmld beccim a taYOl"ed mtian, ar waald 

win ita prnent. war (Greco-Turk, 1896) the 1lbole ~ 1fClll.d cm. to 

nmght. At a peace conterence, it hrk97 1fOll, the ri.ctar wmld probabq 

aek tar ao mch ~ ae 1Jld dt7 that hrar.r'• financial prioblea 

WOQld be eolwd tar the tim beinc. Thie i.tt. llersl oat. of the pic­

ture einr:e be caald anq qMtrate it TurD7 -.. ill baav debt.. 

•nirt.t.i.e, althoqb be desired that Turb7 ehmld lcme tb1a 

war, be wu not taking aqy cbanc• • In the llldet ot the contlict, be 

sent. a wsap to the Tarkiah ganrment. expressing hie bq>e far their 

victar:r and ottering to collect ...,. tar the wmnded hrld.ah soldiers. 

llersl wnt. to collect trca Ziold.ate ae nll ae trca ant.1-sion18ta pre­

suabq on ••n1t.arian gramd8 bat 1 ill realit)', tor political rea­

sons. 64 a.n Tllrld.eh tl"Ollpll piDecl eipUicant Tieton.a, Bnsl Hnt. 

the folle91ng Utter to am ot the tq> ganrw.at. otficialB t 

"Ymr Bllcell911CT1 All•• to coagratulate 7m an 
the wp1 ticient. ri.ctarie• wan ,_. the 'l'Urki•h 
arm.a. The "18h ot qdte a nmber of Miah 
students who dim.red to ent.er the rub al Ioar 
Majut.7 Tollu&ariq, 1e a ...U tGlra ot mr 
Friendah1p and Tbanktulma~ wb1ch ., ...... ' 
feel tmarda Turktlr ••••• • (t.ramlat.ian ld.m) 

Here 1e the perfect .....,i. at h• ~ handlK the situt.icm, u a 

aodel diplamt of the t1-a. ~ the one land be taTGNtl tm T1.ct017 

at Tu.rkl\r and q>enq agitated tar it j an the at.her band, be HCNtq 

hoped tar the defeat of Turlm,r u tbia wmld speed t.m eatablialment. 
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ot a .Uh State. At- om tim, when Turay wu a'ballt to be dirtdlld 

~ the PdM1'8, an ent.17 in b1a d1a1"J' Nada that it then wre a ~ 

peu CCllllNM to dacim wt.i to do with the Slpire, the-. might pt. 

a piece ot nmtral land, ach u Belgiaa er Sri.tserland. 66 At aiv 

rate, thinp loobd black fer fU"llB7 and Busl wu tul.q nan ot all 

the illplicationa of the actiam ot the BiC Pm'er8. At om poi&, 

hi8 ~ ank again, in that be heard a naar that the Parers wmld 

•req dlpOH the pnHnt. Sultan and pit a nn om in hia place. Th1a 

was a lad eituatim tor the Jen u a _.. Sultan, placed on the tbrom 

under the aupicee ot the PaRn, wmld cel"t.&1nq find plea7 ot ...,. 

and wmld law no med ot the -.. The iat,ereat1ng tact 1• that al­

thoagb llersl HCNtq ellrl.eiomd the parlitim ot Tvlc97 with relieh, 

be openq bad to piwm. a pl••• cam&emnce to tm Turkieh otti­

c1ale; ttue, be wu c~letell' at oddll with the ubitiaw of the 

wet.em dipl.-te. Busl •• caaght. in a aae at caatrad1ctiona tr• 

which there cauld bardq be an eKape. 

~ dlpl-te freque&iDI the Yildis look 
ukance at the black bearded ~riad tc:reip­
er whOH illt.eat.im ie to Mal •ick hrU, while 
all IDll"q)8 medll an incurable Tur1c97· which can 
be partitiomd wmn the tiM came .•67 

Alt preHnt., hc:.iYer, no am realq anted to tab ao drutio a 

etep aa to partition "1rklrT mt.right.. The preeent. mt.hod at d1Ti.dinC 

the camt17 tr• witbin wu •o mch llGl"e practical and did not bJl. DI 

abc:ut the poeaibil1t7 at an apen cantlict. en the at.her band, tmn 

wre aJ.wap bot-bMdll who cmld not. wait to cut 11p the S.ire. Om 

ot tbeee ae the upl019r ot Bersl, the editar ~the IMle l'lw!.e PrHMe 

._n the U.n1an meeacree took place werld apinim wu d1ncted 

aga.1.nBt 'hrimT and thia pc:.irful, 1Dtluat.1al www91...,.... a.. mt 
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ftr'T d1tt1calt position. It wu mceaNJ7 far hill to alDI clar to 

tbe TU.rim that m, althoa.gh an ...,1a,ee or the Paper, did not. npre­

eent it• editorial Polic7• Thia wu a bard tuk and it ia dmbt.ful 

whether Basl ..., coarinced tm Ta.rid.ah otriciala u to hle ~ 

dine• in tbi.8 atter. m tbia Tlflft7 cw to DGQght' hGW9ftl"' when 

in earq 1897 a nbetallt.Sal loan - giwn to tba Tu.rlra and thq were 

ou.t or ditfimlt.Ua tar tbe preaent. •wrtbelna, hrD.r caald -

control ita ti•noee. .,. 1881, tbe Turldah debt. waa wo lmndred fift.7-

tbne llill1on pamdB Sterl1nc and bJ' the end ot that 7ear, tbe dllbt. 

wu c ... olidatecl bT a union or credit.an and waa redllcecl to om mndred 
an m.llic:m poanda St.erl.iJwe 

•It - anq llT ta r1•onl ot thia toreip 
tutelage that "1rU7 cou.ld hcpe to recanr 
gemim indllpendllDce, and it wu tmard the 
achieftmrt. ot thie end, arped Heral, that 
tbe "-81 and anq tba .i.n, cm.ld be ued. 
U thq wre siftll Palntine u an indllp•nm• 
st.ate, tt.7 waal4 undintab tbe replatic:m 
and nonalisation of Turldah finance• and 
liberate tbe camt17 trca tanip caatrol.. e68 

A6ll thia, of CGIU'M1 wae in tbe r.Ja or tbaC117 and cmld D8Wr be 

achined, u Bersl wu to diaconr in tbl tollonng JMJ'll• 9nertbe­

leae, be tmnded a bank with a capital ot two m.llion pmnda Sterli.Dc 

and eou.gbt. to uae it u tbl imt:namnt tar all future mpt,iatione. 

Heral elrf'i.810Dld that am8tim in the mar tuture, the buk wm.ld mw 

aaaeta totalling ten or aare llillion pou.ndB Sterlins. Thia tigve wae 

neftr achiewd. u it thia wre not bad enmgb, in 1900 tbe Turlciah 

gOYerzment. paaaed, in addition to the 1891 decree, a_. 1-1cratim 

restriction aimd at Palutim and it• J>qMlatian. &ncl, u earq u 

1896, ~ Paam, a close adri.aar to tba Sultan told Heral that Pal9e-
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tine wou.ld nenr go to the .Jfffl8 as an independent cmnt17, hie onq 

hq>e was tor a Vaaaal .. tate arrangement,69 and this was expreued 

onq in term ot •mQ'be. • 

Hersl had two distinct. Tien ot hrke7 and its people. One 

be expressed to the aecond Congress and the other W&8 priftteq giwn 

b1a by Ben Jelmda, in 1899. Bersl aintained, 

"The hrlm ban acellent. qualitiell ••••• bu.t 
the7 do not poeseas those qualitiu which are 
requ.iaite tor indaatrialisa and the mlti•tian 
ot a cOWJtey ••••• We 97 state that the Turk:ish 
goYerment 18 wll aware ot the thorou.gb upright­
ness of ou.r ertorts. We neither want to mmggle 
in aettlere nor engage in aqy creatin work 
whatsoever withmt a previma agre899nt. In 
fact, w abmld ban no int.erest at all in 
helping to Btrengt.hen hrkiah ecoacimr it w 
wre to receiw not.bing in nturn.•70 

Ben Jehlda, one ot the earliest settlers and the driTing force in 

~ Hebrew the language ot tbe Jeri.ah c olOIV' ot Palestim, told 

Hersl that 

•All in the Orient tear all. The peaplt are a 
rawnma Qi•l ..... It the otf1c1ala wmld 
wink, the IH>9 dam wmld tall all onr the 
Jna ••••• thia is JV l~felt argument against 
the plan to infiltrate. In the upper rank8 ot 
of'ficialdca one al.readT is diacuanns Zionin. 
ill depeDdl an the Sultan. Sfttn the Oroenisier 
is onq a l.alc87. •71 (translation 111.ne) 

The most illportant •tter, then, was to see the Sultan, on wham e'ftl'JW 

thing depended, according to Hersl. Be began his preparations for 

this mOEntou.a eTent by taking lessons, with his son Bans, in the 

Turkish language. He felt that it wmld alee a better illpreasion it 

he cwld speak a terr words ot Turkish to the Sultan when the time 

for the interri.ew cam and so that he could check Turkish translatiam 

of his letters to the Sultan. 72 He alWQB feared that no one cmld 

be trusted i.n the land or the Bakahish am that all ajcr c~moa-
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tiODll •Ollld haft to be checked personal.q l:t" biJI. 

In his ettcrte to -.Ice cmtact with the Sdt.an, Henl ued 

hie 91\T interested trienm who wre, in ftricua ..,. , coanected with 

the Turld.8h gowrm.at,. Frcm these be hMrd a ftriet.7 ot op1Jd.Gl9 • 

to what wre the a1aB ot tm &ult.an, and u to the aent.1-nta m bad 

actualq apr98Md. TM Sultan - •c:rriecl .. to tm Boq Cit7 ot 

Jeual.m; be want.ed to mo. wtv the Jews mat haft Palutlm and ,q. 

&JV' at.her cmnt.17 •aild not help tba &180; h9 coneidered, at an 

ear~ et.age ot the dnwlapmat,s, accepting the proterred help ot the 

Jen ba.t then ..,.pd to nlieft hi• tinanc1al ditticulties and thu.e 

did not need the Jen uvaan; tbe Jen did not. bot,her the Sultan 

but the illplicatione ot the Zionistic lllW ! aeut did and he .. afraid 

of the reaction ot the Great Ponn it b9 wmld grant, the Jen a 

chart.er; the Sultan belieftd it bHt tar the Jffll8 to Aft their J10m7 

aa be wmld not. gift tbm aqrt.hinC at all, bonYV tblrr ahmld jut 

be patient and in tiM thlr7 111.ght., perbape, obt.ain Palestine tor no­

thing. All these report.a C99 back to Busl and 11. u 8U7 to iagim 

hes contused he •11 u to the real intenti~ ot the Sultan. 

ait this .. -~ tm beginn'ftl• :rt wu told to Bersl that 

the Sultan reacted aoet untaYorabq tmard tm iat,erwntion ot the 

laiaer in 1898, and the Kaieer, beinl a pest, cmld not panue tm 

•tter &JV' further. Cmat, Yon Bulenburg, Oenan ..... aadar to Yienna, 

told Bersl three 78&J"8 after the interrl.ft that the poeition ot 

Qenm\r is 110 delicate, in regard to the balallDe at panr b9t.1rMD 

England and Russi&, that not.bing can happen which 1'Gl11.d uJJMt thia 

delicate poeition ot OeraJ\)'. Thie mant that in 1•1&, where lu•ia 

al.so bad iat,ereete, no dittenncee caild ar18e; 73 u a l'88ult. ~ 
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JmlV' wmld not. help tbe Zionists. Another report. which Blersl beard 

of the atter-ettects ot tbe laiser•s trip to the Hoq IAlld wu that 

the laiHrin felt tlat alth01gh her trip wu wt pleu&111t, tbe ~ 

uq>l.euant upect wu tbe tact that abe bad to look upon so-. 

Jen.74 en nch ~. tbe fate ot Jflffrr hinges. 

Bersl, dlpenctlng on bow the mood llONd hill, or 11rbat the 

upedient c0'1l'lle ot actian _. to be1 wand hot and cold in regard to 

the Turks and tbe SUltan. lloet.q, at least. mt•rdq, h11 eh--4 hm­

aelt TerJ' triendq toward the Turks and Aid in one ot hi• acet im­

portant apeecbes,7S 

"!he Sultan is ta•arabq dispoeed tcm.rd the 
Jen. In tact, I wculd dare to belirn that 
the Jew8 haft no better and llOl"8 accmodatiJlg 
friend in the 1'01"ld than the present reigning 
Sultan.• (tra111latian mine) 

Also, he attapted to be ot •ernce to the Sultan in the diplcnatic 

realm and intara the Nler as to the _,. be ... politicalL tm1~s • 

When the nations blaaied thmHlft8 with tbe Open Door Polliq in 

China, Bersl saw the bandlrritilll cm the all and felt thlLt thie aue 

technique ot CODll'l•st might one da7 be applied to the Tu.J~k1.8b terri-
76 tory. Be wrote along these lime to a friend, a Turld.11h official, 

bit the reactian to th18 i.tter 1• nnkncmn. At aqr rate it Jlenl did 

not haft a chances the ti.rat S.Cret&r7 ot the Su~an, I11s.t 1e7, 

prcmtd to be fthaantq oppoaed to the plan and trm the •an ot the 

Orandt1.sier be beard that Bersl•• t1P8 ot gcmtrmem., an aristocratic 

republic, wmld be tatal.q unacceptable to the Sultan. J•.11111d tel.le 

Herzl that the Sultan i.8 111.ght.lq afraid ot the ward •~niblic• and with 

such a plan there could be no headlraT. la it thia wre not enough, 

Herzl felt that the Jen wre working againBt hill also in Conn.anti-



nople. 

" •••• • I just learned ot a monstrms matter 
frm the Palace in Constantinq>le, where I 
have f'riendaa sameone frClll the Jewish side 18 
intriguing against me. It soonc.ts so unbell~ 
able that one can hardq credit this.•77 
(translation mine) 

so. 

14t.er all this ~cbe and persom.l diasapointment, Bersl 

finally managed to obt.a1n an int.erri~ with the Sultan. Thia took 

place cm - 17, 1901 and it wu to be the great occasion on which 

all future dewloi-nt.• wcaild hinge. The •in portion or the int.e~ 

view went as f ollan a 

"Sultana I wu and alft18 aa a friend ot the 
Jen. In tact, I onq put iv trust in ••••• 
Jen. I haft not as mch faith in lllV Gm un­
derlings as I haw ton.rd thea (Jen) ••••• 

Herzl• Be. I ll1St tell ym a beautiful, old 
st0J"7 concerning Androcolea and the Lion. Ymr 
llajest7 is the Lion, I aa perhaps, Androcoles, 
and perhaps there is a tham which 111St be 
remOYed • • • • • I belieft that the thorn is the 
piblic debt.. It one can reaove it Turke7 
wmld retain her Titalit7, ln which I bellew, 
and cmld •ke progress. 

Sultana That wcaild be •r.r nice ••••• •78 
(translation mm) 

The int.emew lasted two hmrs during which time mrm;y mtters were 

fully discussed but the anners or the Sultan wre cantilllal.ly Tague 

and did not contain prmises or ~ sort. On the follOlring da7 Bersl 

was called to the Palace once again wt o~ to recein a smll pres­

ent fran the 8.u.l.tan. Herzl, Oftl'CCll9 with ..at.ion, expressed his 

thanks and discOYered that the Sultan bad presented hi.a with a tie­

clasp, which contained a gold-yellc:s jenl. lot.bing more concrete 

than this c._ ot the interview and Bersl wu not. to see the Sv.ltua 

again. A few da19 later, Hersl wrote in his dlariea, 



•1Cr iJll>ressian ot the Sultan wu that he is a 
weak, CORl'dq, mt COlllPlet.eq congenial t1J>8 
ot perecm. I do not belien h1a to be mllc­
iou•, nar tearsm, rather a dHpq unhapPJ 
prisoner, 1n whaee nam a band or thien•h, 
1nt&llOU8 people enact the greatest harrars. 
Bad I not. to bcltber with the Zioniet •tter, I 
wmld go now to write an article throu.gh which_ 
I wmld gin thi.8 poor priaaner his treedcm.•7' 
(tramlatim mine) 

81. 

Although Herzl knew better than to write ar publish articlee dealing 

with the Turk:18h question in the face of Westem opposition, he did 

correspond with the hltan and contimed to outline his plans tar the 

Jewish State. The cmpuJT which was to be the central age11e7 or the 

new gcmtnment wmld haft OttOISD representation, the Jen wmld be­

ccime subject to llilit&l7 dllt:r80 and, on the at.her land, the Sul.tan 

WCQld give the Zioniets a chart.er of conceHion tar Jewish colonba-

tion in •sopot.aia, alding tbe territa17 ot Bait& and its enri.rClll8 

in Palestine.
81 

At the tiae of the titth Congress, 1.n his Presi­

dential address, Benl atated that, 

•last. 111.7 I had the hanar ot bel• grant.ed a 
lengt)J7 interri.ew b7 Hie llajut.7 tbe Sultan, 
4bdlll Ballid. Tl. Jdnctnees and ccm:11alit7 of 
IV receptian tilled • with the higbeet hapes. 
I wu conn.need b7 the wardl and annere of 
Bis •jeet7 that the J9ri.eh peaple bu • 
friend and a 'beMfact.• in the naling Caliph. 
The Sul!ftf ..,Oll8red •to declare this atti­
c~. 

A year later, with no tangible results, S.rsl said 

•GiftD the kindl¥ sentimnt.B or the naler and 
the indiepenaible benefits to be gained b7 
the Turkish Slpire it would appear that tbe 
obstacle in mr path ia to be amght in the 
attitude of the great ponrs which are inte1"=

3 ested in the Bear Bast, eepecia~ Jbisaia."°" 

Bersl, then, WU able to speak onq in term Of hopes and dreul1 of 

the kindness and beneticenae of~· Sultan imt.ead of detin1te acbine-
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ments pertaining to the goal of the Zionist movement. These con-

crete results were never forthcoming; Herzl saw correctly that they 

were an i.mpossibi.l:i.ty due to the struggle of the Powers for a co,un­

try which could not offer more than mere encouragement and hope. 

When Herzl returned from his trip to C onstant:i.i1ople he set 

down some of the conditions asked by the Sultan. Herzl, as a lead ... 

er cormni.tted to an ideal,, could never agree to these conditions even 

:i.f the Turks would have promised t'o take in the Jews.. Immigration 

was not to take place in mass movements but only five families here · 

.9.nd five families there; 84 J'ews would have to become subjects of 

the Sultan, would have to become Turk:i.sh citizens and would have 

to give up their former citizenship, wouJ.d have to do military duty 

whenever the Sultan called them to the colors ;;
85 

the Sultan would 

allow them to settle j_n ~sopotamia, Syria, Anatolia and any other 

place except Palestine.86 And wherever they were to be settled, 

they would be scattered and without interconnection. It did not take 

Herzl long to real:Lze what role he played in these events and con­

sultations. Losing his former exuberance for the Turks, he writes, 

"EV'idently the Sultan ma.de capital out of my 
presence. I was the Jew whom they had come 
so that it would be more difficult for the 
other competitors. It is accomplished ..... 
I only have the satisfact.ion that the Turks 
are getting their ears boxed properly from 
the French svdndlers •" 87 (trans lat ion mine) 

The main argument now, as heretofore, was still Money .. 

Herzl wrote the Sultan once again and said that if his people could 

enter Palestine without restrict.ions, he would found a -great ottoman 

Bank, whose central seat would be in Constantinople with branches in 

all of the major cities of the Errpire. 'rhe Executive Commi.tteie of 

~~-~~--------------------............. llllli 
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the Bank wcW.d be cC11poeed of Jen and llohawdanll anq. BmeYer 

thi.8 letter, as well ae the ct.here, prockced no reaulta. ti is coo­

.. ceiftble that the Sultan kmlr that Benl ntrered trc:a the ... ail-

•nt. aa be did, lack of tunda. "Prem the acment. Bersl began b1a ~ 

g9tiatiom with the Turld..eh autharitie•, be felt bi.melt hallpered l.­

uncertaint.7J he did not Imm whether he cml.d procu.re the....,. which 

he prmiaed the Turld.ah &Oftl wat •• ee 
-...nit tbq (the prapoeala ot tbe Sultan) bad 
been in good faith, the Jewish peq>le retued to 
giw Bersl the -- with which to cl.oee °'1 ~ 
gain. Tbq were eutticient.q uniagim.tiw to 
decline the riak at a tn palt17 ldlliom in 
pt.ting at the heart at the eril.•89 

At one t:im it cam to the ears of Herzl that Edlund Rot.bachild bad 

sent a repreaentatiw to the Sultan to otter h1a mnq but nothing def­

inite came ou.t or thia either. Benl, hmner, wu forced to wonder 

whether this was a aon against h1a or whether it wu •req a general 

blsineas deal between the Preach and the Turke. 

At &JV' rate, with tbe bank Bersl fou.ld acco-.>liah mch aore; 

he •mld haft bargaining pOIMr, the bank WU to &CCCllpliah three ~ 

paaee1 (1) naral 1-nld.ng bueinee•J (2) a trading ccmnection with 

the gOYerment. trcm which the uttleaent. iB to be &eqQired; and (3) 

the eetabliahmnt. ot a great land cairpaivr which wou.ld be designed to 

bring the Zionist plan into actirlt7. ait t17 aa he llight.1 Bersl 

. crul.d onq lq these pla118 in the017, tor the tact of the •tter wu 

that he RS poor bbmelt and the aavemnt. wu steeped. in p0Yert7. 

Had the monq been forthcming, he •Olll.d have been, accarding to 

Izset Bey, set up in l:mineaa imDediateq. 'lhia Tu.rld.ah noble ottered 

the Jen the dnelapmnt. at the m n1... im18'J7, the exploitation ot 

all the mines in the llpire, the benkine buaineas and all the neceaa&17 
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conceesiona, inchuling perlli.asim to car17 out the colmisatim pr()ot 

ject. Whether thi.8 man spoke with real authorit7 18 onq a •tter at 

conjecture bu.t, as ~' the •Gm7 wu not aftilable. In a bitter 

outlm"lrt againat the attitude ot the Jen in regard to h18 wark, 

Herzl wrot.e, 

•it is unbelina~ and in tift7 )'9&1"8 one will spit 
on the grana ot tbeae people; then cme will di.s­
carer that I u.c.t. reached an a£1"8H911t witJl 
Abm.l Bam.d but cmld not pt t.he t.r1tlinc a-
11mnt ot 11a1197 .•91 (tramlat.im ll1m) 

llhet.her Bersl waa ner aa cloee to CClllplet.ing negot.iatioaa with the 

Sultani• a di.9putable point, mt be wu cert.ainJ.7 correct in his 

attitude toa.nl the --1tb¥ Jews ot his da7 who comiatent.q nfu•ed 

to aid b1a in his endeaYOl"ll. Heral, alreaq in the earq dQ8 ot the 

movement, 8&W the innitable financial Btruggle and considered hs.­

selt to be beading an anr ot cld.ldren, beggan and truh.'2 ~­

thaigh the Jewish Colmial rn.st. was eatablisbed in •rch ot 1899, 

b7 19lh the tot.al UIGllnt. ot c.pital wu not. aore tbu ll,JOO,ooo.93 

By 19<1l, out ot an ellrlaaged capital ot u.. 2,000,000 t.bq had onq 

gathered u.. 2SO,OOO and th1a with great ettort.94 hrt.heracre, the 

other gon1 awnt.• nre not. too k1ndl7 dillpoeed tanrd th18 gathering 

ot large uomt• ot llOD81' tor the Zionist cause, preswabq tbq be­

lieved that thiB acmq wOlll.d be put to better uae within the hmeland. 

In Austria tbeJ went. so tar aa to call the editar, Brecher, ot Heral•• 

paper to the police, no light atter in thoee daTB· Also, an otter 

by the Deutsche Bank, 111ch interior to the Jeri.ah prapoeal, _. 

accepted mch to the cbagrin ot Heral. All this noked a bitter, 

sarcastic speech tram Israel Zanp1ll at the titt.h Congress, where m 

said, 



•Benl turmd to the "-81 Giw • t.wo m.lliOln 
pmndl and I •ball create •cmetbin& great. Be 
nner receiwd P9D a quarter ot that na aad 
ncs the Jen, who mftr q>ened their poclmta, 
uk1 'Where 1e the creat deed,••9S 

es. 

art. the •-.at.em" grcaip ... not silent either. •tsmua 

loet no apportunit7 to apeak ap.inet the leader. In hie Trial and 

Brrcr, be writee, -
•11ers1 spoke in large term, an intenati~ 
al recognitian, ot a cllart.er tor ...i.t.im, 
ot a ftst 1w1gratian. ait the effect ware 
ott as the 79U'8 pund cm, and noUd.111 re­
ained mt the phraMa. •nl bad •een the 
Sultan, laieer • •••. be _. abmt to •• 
thia er that illportant man. And the practi­
cal effect ... notbing. We could not help 
mt becam ekep\ical abmt t.heae mbllau 
negotiatiom.•'6· 

"There wn other, related NUCXl8 fer oir 

appoeitian. •nl'• parnit ot gnat mn, ot 
princes and ftlere, who were to 'giw • ue 
P&lastine, ... tbe pll'BUit ot a llimp. It 
... acc~m~ wt untartmateJ7, mt per­
t.pa im'ri.t.abq, b7 a shift ot the 1-.der­
•bip to the risht· Bersl p}Qed to the rich, 
pONrtul, to Jeri.ab baven and timnciere 
e • • • e • 1 OD the other band, bad little 
faith in the bennolence ot the lli&ht.7 ••••• 
ottic1&1. Zionin, u repreeented b7 the 
tharmgblT respectable leaden hip, ll1gbt 
han wan the tolerance ot \be auaeian 
autbcritiee. lot. so the 7c:ung •n, with 
their definite leftist J.Mnj .-• • be-
gan to repreee& a •danger• to the 110N•nt 
- we were the •subnrsiftS.••97 

In sua.tian, it ll1gbt. be said, that althmgh his negotiations •re 

unsucceeatul, h1a political •thoda lligbt be questioned, hie c~ 

cept.ion ot the Jewieh state as deeemzw ot criticin, i\ 1e 

1Jlportant to re•liier that he ... the oaq t1pre in the Jewhh 

world who stood fer ecmething and the 'R7 he stood tor it ... all 
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ilq>artant. His plan bad no way of succeeding, bit bis infiuence 

on the Jeri.sh scene was and is lasting. 

.. 
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Chapt,er Fair 

ilthmgb llnsl aperienced his min ditfiCQltiee on the 

internatioaal acene in hie att..- to bargain with the Palen, be 

also tad gnat dittic:U.t7 at heme and not. mereq on a financial 

leftl. U MCID U be began to realise that the land t4 Palestine 

wc:Wd not. be u _.111" obt.ainable u be bad once thought, be Ht into 

mot.ion all •art• ot acb988 wbich nre to obt.ain other areu tor the 

Jen, ecme u a stop-anr and •~ u mtioml bme-landll. Thu•, be 

negotiated tar .. cpat-est a, tor CJpn8, tar Sl lriah, and tar the 

Simi Penimula. ID reprd to the lut, Bersl wu ao poaitiw that 

tbie area wmld be cMai mble that be abstaimd rrca ~ a tud.q 

plot in the cemet.&17 wb9n bl• father rested tar he comidered thia 

place onq "t~Ol'&l7·•1 Be dealt with the project ot tbe Sinai 

Peni.mNla in tba ... aplrit of i I d1•q• 

The big bl.c. to "-1.ah ubitiam, hmn'er, cam when lllnl. . 

reacted taTOrabq to the prapoeal to settle in the Britiah colOJV' ot 

Uganda. ThiB prcpoeal indeed 8ftll the suggestion to imestipte the 

possibilities ot the area - was to split the Z ionillt llO'l9mnt in 

two and to le&ft Hersl a broken and defeated mn. lardau wu cho-

to atfer the territ017 to the 1903 Congress u an •aqlua in the 

night• (mcbtu7l), which was to sene as a stoppi~ place tar Jen 

till the ~when Paleatine wmld t1ral.q be in their bands. The 

reaction to this prapoeal WU •o violent that at a part,7, Cbamkah 

ne, 1903, a 7m~ student approached lordau, cried mt, "Beat.la to 
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lardaU, tbe But ilri.can,• and find two •h~a. Pcrt.unateq, tbe 

shat.a aiaaed. Weisan, actiw in the aow.ent at tbe tim at th1a 

propaNl looked upma it with deep tcreboding aad felt that thiB wu 

the crucial tat at the ~ and at Blnl'• pGRr. 'elen a TClte 

was fiml q taken, aft.er a long and llttlW debat.e, two bllDdrecl nimt1'"" 

tiw Yat.ed for an imestlgation c~ttee ot Uganda, and one lmndred 

aewnt1"4nen Tat.eel •p1 mt it. Abmt one hmdred delegat• ablltain­

ed. Aa aoan aa the aotion puaed, a whole graap or •stern Surq>ean 

lionista withdrew trca the meting and etapd a ait-clmn st.rib until 

Benl peracwwl )T cw to plad with thea to return and uaured tbea 

that thia wu onq a t8111>0ft.!7 muure. Weiuan jostiti• the actian 

ot thia group aa tallan a 

... nre ri.ndicated in air attitudll toard the 
Western leaders when • • • • • follc:.ing the liab­
inn pogrc:m, S..Sl at~ted to Bllbstitute 
Uganda tor Paleatine ••••• be tailed to pe~ 
ceift that, with all their auttering, the .,_. 
at lbl8111a nre i nr.apable ot transterrine their 
dream and laaginp trc:m Palestine to ·~ at.her 
territC117. It _. tm• ac1e .m.teat that Pal­
estine had, in tact, nrnr been •aTailabl.e' to 
tba Western 1.-denldp. It ~ been a Iii.rage 
and the Ill.rap bad faded ••••• • 

ait tbe problell at Uganda wu not. the onq one which Bersl 

had to race. .list betcre be wnt to attend the tirat Zionist Coagreaa 

in Basel he realised the ditticu.lt7 at his poeitionJ be felt as it be 

would haw to do a dance c:m eas, which was to be a rare artiatic 

asterpiece. There was the •a at 1 (1) the pres• J (2) orthoclaVJ 

()) Ref Ol'll JftrrrrJ (4) .t.ustri&D patriotinl; (S) the Sultan and the 

Ottman Jrlll>ire; (6) the ausai&n gonrmmnt been•• c:4 tbe aituaticm 

at the Jen there; (7) the Cbri.ati&n Religions bec&W'e of the Haq 

Graw in Palestine; (8) BdllClnd de Rothschild; (9) the Jtuuian Priendl 
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or Zion; (10) colonies enjoying the support or Rot.bachild; (11) 

persorw.l differences; and (12) env,r and jealausy.3 All. in all, not 

a veey pleasant task when one is setting ou.t on a mission. But within 

the Jewish world arose another factor or contention, the •Protest­

rabbiner.• Herzl characterized him as, 

• ••••• die Leu.te, die ia sicheren Boot. sitsen 
und den Brtrinkenden, die sich an dea Bootrand 
kl.ulaern m0chten, 111.t dea Ruder aui' die IOpte 
schlagen. So ist schon d•r gnohnlieche agres­
siTe jiidische Ziomteind.•4 

One ot the great probleu of Herzl WU to CODffT his vi.en 

to the Jewish and general public. As such, he felt that he could 

accanplish this purpose best by bqing or editing a nnepaper. As 

early as 1897, Bersl fmnded Die Welt, which carried the Star or 

David as its a,abol. The tiret :illsue appeared on June 6, 1897 and 

was specU'ica~ designed to be a •Jewish" paper. In the lead 

editorial or the first :illsue, Herzl writes, 

"Unsere Wochemchritt ist ein • Judenblatt. • Vlir 
nehmen dieses wort..t. daa ein SchiBpt sein"'soll, und 
wollen daraus ein •ort der Ebre achen. •:::1 

The paper •de headay and had a fair circulation bit Herzl, or cau~e, 

always srught for more publicit7 and more prestige. As such, in 1899, 

he thrught or buJ'ing an interest in the lieu.• Freie Presse' the lead­

ing newspaper or the ~. He would became c~ditor, would hava 

editorial freedca and would be in a wonderful poeitiaa to use the 

prestige or this paper to further his ai.1111. The objectiw wu never 

realized. •Herzl's salar7 became the highest on the newspaper, he 

was put in executiTe charge or the liter&17 section and was giwn 

t he definite prcnise that bencetarth the pureq practical achievements 

of the Zionist movmmnt could be printed freely in the leue Freie --
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Presse.•6 S•ll consolations for what might haft been. The last 

achale which wu offered to him, in regard to a nenpaper, wu that 

he bJ7 the paper Stambml,, in Constantinq»le. ThiB was ·rejected as 

ridiculous • 

Iastq, anot;ber bport.ant faction arose within the Zionist 

part7. Thaee were the •cu.ltural Zioniats, • led b7 Achad Halm. Thia 

great essayist was concerned not. With political developnents bit with 

t he Jewish spirit to be taunded in the new land, and in present. da7 

Jewry. He stated his Ti.ewe in his eHa7 on "The Spiritual Rertn.1..11 

"Far nor own part, I • ot the q>inion tlat work 
tar the illpronmnt at the •terial and politi­
cal position or the Jews in the DiaBpora, though 
it is undoubt.abJ7 nece8NJ7 and useful as ate• 
Por&1'7 measure ot relief, honftr •light, and 
though it has, therefore,, undeniable claim on 
all who haft the cipportfunit.:r or taking part in 
lltlCb work, ia Jet not. prprq to be included 
in the work eaHnt.ial to Zioni•.•7 

khad HaA.11 was an actiw Zioniat frm his earliest TOUth. Be was a 

leader of the "B•nai Jfoahe,,• the training school for •JV or the 

Russian Zionist leaders. Be wu no person to lift in a pureq 

scholarq environmnt bit was ft'r7 mch a part or this world. It 

i s simply that he and Bersl did not see qe to fJ79 in the natter at 

h°" to CarJ7 out the Zionist prograa and which phase of it was the 

most bpartant. In Berzl•s book, Altneu.land,, .lchad HaAm found mch 

t o his liking as regards to the """" societ7.• Hmever,, "the one 

thing that he considered tbe specific Jewishne•• or the Bastem 

Jew, was miHing in it. •8 

"The Z'.ionist aan•nt stood for a tim under the 
double sign or Her&l and .lcbad Wa. There .. 
Hersllan Zionism, with its great political 
vistas and its determent at the practical workJ 
there wu the Zionis• of .lcbad Balm, concentrat­
ing on the qualitatift progress or the resettle-
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ment. in Palestine. It was ~ in later years 
that the two Tiews were synthesized • • • • • b.tt 
as between the two •n, there ... abraY'll a reel­
ing at mtual respect. "9 

These, then, were the •jor forces active in the lite or Benl aside 

frm the int.ernatiorw.l, political field. 

In suaation, the rollc::-1.~ point.a ~ be •de as to Henl '• 

actirttiesa 

(1) Herzl lived in a time when the spirit or rationalin 

was eTident thrwghwt the class ot which he was an 

int.egral part. His tbe017 or the Judemtaat was a 

predict ot his ail.1eu; nationalisa was the doainant 

them ot mD.7 ainorities. 

(2) Natioral sowreignt.7, hCM8ver, was •re~ a lever ror 

the pCM8r struggle which was brought to the fore b1 

political and ecol1Cll!lic illperiall•. This 110ve11ent for 

colonies and •rkets was the inst?U118& bJ' which the 

PCM81'8 perpetuated tbeuelves. The national sentiment, 

including that or Herzl, was both utilised and stified 

by Imperialism. 

(.3) IM• to the large-scale ~rialistic llOft•nt, ·~ 

natiorw.Ustic 110Ye11ent. was doomd to failure. Tm 

idea or Henl, to build a llOYereign state aa1d the 

pCll'er struggles at his dq was co-.>letel7 1~11ible. 

Althwgb Heral spoke am acted like Mazzini, the ti•s 

were agaimt hill. 

(4) Palestine, the land which Herzl desired for the Jewish 

people, was located in one or the ll08t strategic spot.a 

at the world. With eve17 •jor pCM8r attempt~ to 
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obtain control or the ot.tcian lllpire, tbq 1JC1U.ld neftr 

all• a new, eonreign mtian to enter t1W1 arem of 

illper1aliat rlftlr7. 

CS) The conat.nctien of the Railraad in Turkq wu a •3• 
factor in the pl.am of llllnl and of the PGllMJ'8. I\ 

w.ud Hl'ft the pupoee of comolldati• tn•• tbe Turt-

18h point. of n-J it wauld aenw u a mai• flit encroach-

1.JW ca tbe econ.1.c and polit1cal lite ot 1t.he Tmb. 

llenl cal.cl na hope to cClllpete with theee ftRed 

1.&el"98t8. 

(6) Benl, in hi8 •chnu to help with the tinuce• or Turb7 

wu u mch a part Oil the n.>erialiatic tl'l•nd u wn the 

•hm- Pwera. llaftftr 1 dll• to bis lack of 1Unda be wae 

no cmpetit_. f/t Great Britain, France and Oeral\)'• 

(7) llllnl, att•llPtiDI to eet the PGr81"8 ap.ine·t each •her 1 

wu ~ uaed u a pawn b7 tbeae nations. TurU,-, 

cert.ainq, uaed bi.a and the Zi.m.t •• znt u a tool 

tor bargaining pC11119r. 

(8) llenl placed great t111pbuia OD h1a deal.1111: with Oenur 

wanting to obtain the eancti• or the laieer. It lligbt. 

haft been better, pedmp9, lad be dlalt wit.h rrame. 

Thie natiaa wu u ponrtul u Oermu, andl her bel.dinp 

in the Ot.tama BUik wn unequaled. Pnmie lliglat haw 

prond aore belpfUl bit _. probabl1' eatur•t.ed with a 

91>1rit ot ant.1-...itia at thi.8 time 1 the period flll 

the Drqtca•• trials. On the other band, llersl 97 

haft comidltred France a uaelee• instnamrllt in hi8 dniem 
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tor •he alread,r had a wedge, her position in the Bank, 

int.o the mch desired area or the ot.tomn ..,ire. 

(9) Benl, althou.gh he had •l\r support.era, did not tw.w 

tbe wealtbT Jfln behind hi.a. Be, aa the •n with an 

Idea, did not caunt. on nar calculate with the desire 

or the •stem J9W to aaaillilate bimell in hie ell'firon­

•nt. Thia .. particularq true or the German and 

Autrian J9W. Aa a renlt, tbeJ did not 11Upport thiB 

•cras1" ache• with tund8 or aoral enthuaian. 

(10) A.ilthOllgh Baran Rothschild and Baran de llirBch did not 

take part in &l\f upect or the mOft•nt, it wmld seem 

that they were closer to the eolutian or the Jeri.ah prob-

1.- tmn WU Bersl. It WU thq 'Who !ollantd the 

general trend or expaneionJ theT settled their people 

in South 1-rica and Pale9tine. Tbeae people were ael­

dcm disturbed and bepn the building or a fertile cau.ntry. 

ilthmgh the amber ot their celanie• were ••ll, had 

Henl aided with them tbq 111.gbt. haw been able to 

transport •l\Y more Jf1"8 into Palestine and ttua wmld 

have succeeded in a sall measure• whereas Herzl 

mcccmpliabed nothing at all or a practical nature. On 

the other hand, it might well be argued that the 

colonies were ~ aucceHtul because they were small. 

Bad they grom larger, with an intlux or JflflS, the 

Turkish authorities might well haft caused trmble 

tor those settlers and this mo-.ement would not haft 

made an;y headrtay either. 

• 
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(11) There WU contimms friction between the Jen or the 

But and thaee or the West. (The echin which renl.ted 

between the tollCllftrs or Herzl and thaee or A.clad 

RaAa was nner u serious.) Tbe groupe toll-s.n, the 

1-dership ot Bersl want.ad; (a) an exterm.l. and politi­

cal hlildlap ot the state, to make it a rational force, 

(b) a 9Mtem luapean orientation, (c) the Uganda 

project and its im'eetigation bT the comittee -

Ti.nine tbia u a telllporar,r re1'uge tor the Jen par­

tico.larq art.er the nehineY pogrom, C•> the nn Plehve 

inteniew. 

Thoee tm.t tolla.ed the Baetem luropean leaders, such 

as Weisnan and UHishkin, want.ed; (a) a practical, in­

terral deftlopmnt. ot the State, (b) an Eaet~opean 

orientation, (c) Uganda project and the illftstigatian 

c~ttee turned dun because ot KishineT, (no other 

place wauld otter tbea a peranent lawn ot ratup than 

Palestine), and (d) no int.e"1.ew with nn P.leme, and 

considered it a poi!lt. ot honor not to comerae with 

thie noted anti-eemte. 

(12) The Baatem •esea or Jen were no "ri.tal factor in the 

Zionist llOft•nt until aft.er 1900. Tbq were rareq 

llllowed to attend the Congreeses, )ad to be carehl al 

what the;r eaid, their leaders were aleo hupered in the 

e>.pressing or their point or new b;r canaidering their 

fellow Jen still behind the pale. Aleo, the Jflft al 

the East were no ntal tactar in 1.Jmligration to Palestine 
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until tbe first decades or the tWnt.ieth C9nt.urJ' I 

since ..t or them wnt. to Amrica. Sall graupe did 

go to the Boq Lmd dlll"1nc the nineteenth centU17 but. 

real 1w1gration int.o Pale.tine, fr• their part or tbe 

world did not begin until the 1-i.gration lan or 

U.rica becam 110re anere, and imd.gratian to the •st 
as TI.rt.ualq blocked. 

(13) Om bu the definite feeling that the Tapbilcber wre 

written with the int.ent.im or future piblication. 

Bersl ruiq realised h18 role ill the hiato17 or h18 

peaple and want.ed to lean hi.a diari• u a ...ar1al 

and u the fir.t text-book on Zioaiat b1.tt117. There 

are at.her point• to be c-idered, hweftr, ill regard to 

the diaries. t.ndn10 •ntiona sme int.erest.ing fact•s 

too mch in the or:lgtml •m•cript ... left out in the 

pibllabed editions, part.icularq in rep.rd to llenl•• 

atrugglea with t.be Action-Comittee. ilao1 it is in­

teresting to not.e that 1 tar sa. inexplicable reason, the 

Diaries were pibllabed eigbteen ,._n after Herzl'• death 

and one does oat know 1 f cr certain, who the editors were. 

There are no signatures to the intromct017 narks. 

There 18 no derop.tory re-.rk mde in the entiret7 or 

the TapbUcber about such a an, tor instance, u Uamh­

kin. Thia 18 ft.range far it ia knon that Benl aaq 

referred to this ZianUt u •Iwan Oraa117 (1-n d9r 

Graua-) • • • • • in ••iMD Pri•tpspricben •• n Apia, 

•mm illportant incidents, euch a• llersl•• •ecnt diacuni-
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with 'YClll BtJ1•ld, Aust.rian Fimnl-m.niater and later 

Gonrnor at tbe &utro-lllanp.rian Bame, are not t• be 

tmnd nen in hU ~blisbed amscripte. llersl sillpq 

nner recarded these secret, t~lewl d18CU8siane. 

It thia ._. the cue oace, it alght be well to unm 

that there were at.her diaew1sicme ot which we ban no 

lmalrl.edge. 

(14) Om bu the definite feeling that althmlb Benl parti­

cipated ext.eminq in the political and ecancmic in­

tripee ot hi• c1&7, h1a .. t Mart.felt dMlre ._. to 

establish the hmeland tor tbe .i.... That Henl wu 

cOllYincecl ot tm plmqM>it7 ot Id.a plan and ot h1a 

abilit7 to C&JT7 mt b1a ... ap•al8 18 be70ftll dmbt. 

Bersl wu a great 1-.der of the Jewiah Pll!Pla, &ad a 

sincere one. 

The Rflf7 of Theodor llersl enda on tibD8 4, 1904. Bia heart 

weakened 117 tm etrain of the Uganda debatell and tram hie battlee with 

the Actions C~ttee, be decided to take a •hort •catian in ordBr to 

refresh h1mel.t. With sme tnated friends be trawl.led to ldlach. 

There be toak m, pamwwd• dn9lapecl and he wu contimd to bed. 

~ Sat~ atternocm, the doctar tunad h1a .,.. ~ tram tbe patient. 

tor a M nit to prepare an inject.iOD. Ill •marcs a deep •ich· As m 
11bipped raulll be - t.118 Med •1* Gil t.he be tzt.. llnsl. .. dllad..u 

91'. ._. a sf'W'lar dQ, a dQ ill .i..q, ..t••"ta­
bl9 u ..-.. mo put.1dpded ill u. ~. 
!h+Meev. " an t11e nnr..t -taU- .r u. ~. 
- - ... "' .... tr.a all. tlll! nmlm ... 

1 
b. 



en17 train braug)t, nn arriftla. •stern, 
lutern, Rusi.an, Turkiah Jen; trm all the 
prOYincea and all the little ta.na they lurried 
excitedq; the shock ot the nan .till written 
on their tace•J nner 'RB it mare cl.ear~ ani­
test what .trite and talk had hitherto c~ 
cealed - it wu a sr-t. llOYWnt. whoee l•der 
bad DOS tall.en. fb9 prac•aion ._. endlea • 
Viema, start.led, becam ~that it_. not 
jut a writ.er ar a mdiecre poet who bad paned 
~, mt. one ot t.ho9e er.tars ot ideu who 
d18cl.eN tbs nln• trhmpbant.q in a single 
c.mU7, to a •inl19 petipl.9 at ftat. int.enal.8. 
A t.umlt enaud at the cm8t&17J too •IV' bad 
Rddnl~ Btoiwd to his cottin, c17ing, sobbing, 
•creaaing in a wild upl•im ot cle•pair. It wu 

97. 

alaoll't a riot., a tuq. All re91latian wu upeet. through 
a sort ot •1-nt.arT and ecat.atic ll°'1l'll1Dg aucb u 
I bad newr ••n bet_.. nar •ince at a tumral. 
And it •• thia glpnt.ic mtJ>GOrinc ot grief' fr• 
tm mpt,m ot m.ll.1- ot HDl8 that mm -
~· tar tbe tint tim bOlr sch i:-a•icm and 
bape thU lam and i ... - - bad ~ into 
the world_\llrwgh the pORI' ot a •ingle 
tbaa.ght..•lJ 
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