
·~ 

--- ~ ,, .... , . 

THK RBASONS FOR THB 001.WAWDKRNTS 

•• given by 

M A I M 0 M I D B 8. 

OradUllting Theaia 

JuliU1a L•ib•rt. ' 16 --



'· 

THE REASONS FOR THE. CO~ANOMEHTS- (1A.. ~ ./_.y ~~ r 
PREFACE • • 

lh9n ••. consJder th•· nu•rous .. yet vaJ n effort• that have bMn •d•·· in th•· 
c . 

libl•• •lrtf!fo-Jewl1h •ritl•g1. l•l11Ud. -and· In the phll~1opbic literature· of tbe· 

Yiddl•· Ag••· to 1uJply reasoa1 for tbe. cere110nlaJ and ~tltut4onaJ la•• of the --

Pentateuch-.· ... cannot· but. a1k •Ith the labb i a: "':1"u1ea ~o,. '~JDJ IO. ;., ~Je. 

•hJ. •IHf•· mot• , .... " ... 1aa. et· t ... law1. revealed· by tho••• •ho ordaift..t• t-.e? Of 

cour1e;•the· Rabble. att911Pt to an•••r this ~ueetlon by saying: 

•so that· the law1. ~lght not be. treated lightly•• But· •e. ca•not be. sa~ 

Uefled· with •uch •• a111•er. . In the· first place.• because·· It Is. doubtful •hether 

th•· kno•Jedge. Of"tbe origin of a . I••· •llltate1: again1t· ltc · second4y •• becau1e 
1 

th•· Bibi•· lt1e4f· atteept1. to gJve. reaaoas for .. ny of the la••: · aaddt ,•tttdt-. 

beaauae· ••· knd•.·betttr •hy.110st. of· th•· cere110niaJ and constHuUonal la•s were _.... 
left· uneKplalned-

No•. laws. •lgbt· be· left uneKplalned· on account. of four causes. F.irst.•be

cau1e. the· reaao• of the law waa. •e41 kno•n to the people. of that. ~enerat4oa. 

Second4y • . because. lack of apace. precluded the po11Jblllt~ of publl1hlng the d41-

cu11Jon that• led· to the. adopt4on of the la•~. Jelr~t, . .... aMae tae.r•••••-•ltltt· 
3. • . 

hava, been Iott· . And fourthly.· b~cauae a. reason .. , never have• ••4sted·. No•. 

it . .. tter1. very little· •hich of the avove .. nt•oned causes had· contributed· to tbe· 

fact. that the. cereeonlaJ and· institutionaJ laws. of the Biblecwere. left aneKplallled. -
• • • t •• " •• ' 

••• lafr• ••• \,/' 1. 

••• ~~· · ll••••• le•••• ea\, all ll•••••t.••· 

a. lacio ••~ •••• · ~••• •••· flra\ . o••••• la •••· tr••••• et e•ol••i•• •••• 

r••••• ll••••••rols · ~•• •~• · V 



••• 

o ... thlllC).•bowever. . . ... do learn frOll the•rn ... ,y tbat· It• la. sheer folly. to ra~ 

tioqllz•• abo•t .. lu1. co11eeralag tbe· origin of wlllch " ' laok autbenUcated data. 

lat.lonah.lzf ag. In tt••t· case\ • · 11ere. gue•••ork and. gue11work I 1. never pradaeworthy 

or etldal'lag. 

But·-ln spite .. of tbe. abaence. of autbent,c.ated· histordoaJ data;,,. tbe de1ire. to 

furnl1h. reaso1s: for th•· uneKolalaed1 Jaws of the. Jorah ha1 . .. alfe1ted· It••'' In 

nearly . every. geaeration ~ of our bJ1tory. Jhe. cau1e1. for this. de1Jre. were, of· 

couraey• .. •1· lhe hu .. n •Ind~ · in tbe. first . place, . is. wever 1atJ1fled. wJth 11ere1 

co1M1snds. but. want1. to. know. th•• •hY and. wherefore. of thlaga~ .. lt. tberefore1specu-

latea: and. by. speculat•on. tries. to learn what· history. has. wJtl9'e•d· fro11 lt'.I. A. 

people, . aqain,.iaay be· stimulated· to rat•onaJJze• Its. reasonJe1s. laws. In ord~r to 
. 5 defend. the• aqaJnst th•· attacks of another. nat•oa •.. And· f~naJ1 ly;.. 11en may be. led· 

to rat•onalJze• in order to recQneJle· their advaneed11ldeas. wJth tbe. pract•ce1. tbey. 
e dare. not~· for some,· reason or other• · renounce. Of coarse. " ' cannot.·aJways podnt· 

1 .... wJth definiteness. to the. cause. that. may. have. been operatiaq .. at a. certain peri•d· 

·Nevsrthe,ess we. are. pretty certcin that. the •Jmpetus . to all Blbl~oal rati .. alls• 

·was . furnished · by. one• or aJ.I of the. above. mentioned . cause•~ Indeed even ·the 

Rabbis. saw. these. causes. and in ••plaining. what a. pn· isYsa,: J~•PD J9WDW an JO• 

Dit9 )0· f'91) 'ID D'lfn mft1 i Dll?,,. -

• c ••• ll • 4 • c 

•• · O••••••i••· •••· ortea reaot1 ... \o rol\ . a•••• · ••• •••· '••••r•••· •••

ra\loaal .. 

s. tla-.e ••• o-Y6o•al7. \•o '••k or· P•ilo wwf.a. · t ~ 198- Olro•aale~ea le 

rl4bslel. -G< ,i.. 
I. flala . · la~ f•••~....!!_17 , •• foeUloa or Mala,~ 



a.I. 
BIBLE1. . 

The. fact. that tbe1reaao•a: for· moat. of· the. ceremonfaJ lawa. •er.e. lo1t. at0 a. 

early. p•rlod· In our ~Jatory •• couplltd· •lth the lact. that 1lnner and outer 

preeaure1ever d ... nded reaso•a. •accounte.· Indeed. for the· tendency. shown.~ no•. and · 

then.•by. th••'•ntateacbaJ IJjtlf'r•. I• suppJylag1 reaaona. for 1011e. of: th•· rituaJ 

la••~ . some, of th•••· •rlter•·· •P•nr•d· o• aa It• were. by the. questions. tlaat• tbe, 

•cbJld~en. algbt. aak• - 113 1'••'· ·~ n~;ni proceetled. to eKpJaln aoae. of· tbe·mo•t· 

anc-J ent. feetriwaJs . and· cuatoas. on an eKcJiuaJve4y bJatonlcd baaJ11.1 Thus_. the . 
. , . 

asorJflcee. or th•· red••Ptio• of ftratJlng•• · tbe· PaachaJ lallb•1tbe. eati•g of· un• 

1 ea•eud,·bread.,,. and1 tlte· 'east. of TaberaacJee. are. aM•1 e•P laJ ned· upo11 the· baaJa. 

of· a. sUPPo•ed1 hdato~JcaJ eve•t. The. abate•tio• ·fro• th•· •anew. that shrank•, is 

connected· •Jth an epJsode ·in th•· life of· an anceetor: · Sabbath co ... imoratee(?·) 

tile• 1•'9g1 ••••• forth fro• Eg.-Pt•• and. cJrcucJaJon I.a. a. sJga of a. covenant 

entered• Jato by. God· and :- Abeiahaa. · another anceeto~. Other writer•:..• confl•e· 

the .. s4vea. to the gjving. •f a. moraJ .or coallologdcaJ reason. for the. laws: Sabbath 

' ' ' .... .. .. .... . 
"· r•e eaerlfi••· of· fdrat ia:i.•C · la . tl• · ••-•• ••o•••'• of· all •rda"'l••· 

rellCi•••~ It. l• . ••••• •••• tle . tl••••· '~•t t••· •t~••'' • of· •••'llac· ••1••••· '•· 

t•• · ern••••: "It . •••· aotllac:· 'o 4o •ltl •••· c•uc oat. fro• •cnt.· 

•• I'. •••••·'•·••·'••t. la ti•• · •~ aatl'.oaal •••••••l'• o•l• ~later..ieal 
roaaoaa. ••r•· cl••• for: J · •ll•• la eoafli .. t , •ltl •'•••· osl•aroa .. ••••· 
ro•loaallea.~ . -•• · ••••l••·•&.. Alosaa•rlaJ aat la •l••· ef laaor. t6eooaoloa 

all ... tt:eall4ie• ••• · ••••••••1••• · •&.l.- Aa•laoalakio . •••l ... 



la. a. oorr1110rater of .a. ooa110logJcaJ 

la. a.001111e110rater· of· a:ooa111loglcal .ewents· olrc1110lalon a. r.e110ver of a. d•••~•c•• 

(a.Iii. 1'.• 14)1· ~ ... ato .. a. are. re4ected· for aJtar...Oulld4ag. P•l'O•••. beca•••• t .... 

...,.o••· ctesecrat .. : t19e•.•a•d· tbe. aJtar •••t· be. 9011ted• by. at•pa. for t .... aalr••Of 

St.llJ otlter wntten. ref•••· to gJwe. any. reaao1a. ••C9't· •••· .... , • .-t-. 

co1111a•d· co .... fr .. Gode 

tho1gll tMJ do .. t . .... to object to tM• priacdple u . ••ch • Enlileatl,. t"' 

• 01ly. fe•t· tlte. great .. t · pr••••r•· fro• within and tberefore· d•d· aot· ••ert.. t~ 

ae•wea. ~. llllOh aa. tbe· wnltera. of later· generatloaa. 

Jtte. begJaalag. however once· aad•••a. co•td11ance. of rat6o•aJla• was. lnevrJaail•· 

•a,for•~· lt•ewer &••• .. d· tlte. form of a . ... I deffaed•110ve .. •t••P&rblc1larty. 

aao•g. tbe. adherHta: of: th•· AJ••••drtan acttool. ••· doaot- know. how.1arty ft. 

tartedc;. bit In the· ffrat· ••d· 1eco1d·cent1r1. B..C...E... ... find· thfa. llOve .. at weJI 

nder .. , • 

.... perbapa. tbe . .. Jn factor~: In 11herf11g In thla. aove ... t. 

9. 



... 
5. 

e-
GR~o-JE&ISH PERIOD• 

LETTER OF ARt"JSr r./s ( 130· B. c. E. ) 

, -
The. aatbor· of thla. letter· d••'I•. I• parb.lo•lar on the1 •raaon1~1 for· the. dietar.;_ 

la••· Hla. perfer.eeoe. In thla. •tter •• 1l•deecf, be accounted· for. ,,.., d4etary. - . ~ .. • lawa. ap,..red· Int .... flrat· place· l90•t· amreaao•abl•· to the. lreeka. and l• tlte· 

seco•d· place.. beca•ae. the,. ae-.d· to •k•· aeoJab I Mty. between lreek and· jew. "' 1-

nlgb 1i•9011Jbl•~ . Ne. tllerefore. aJ.fe1. o•t• tlte· dietary. la•a. and· preoeeda. aa. feblio .. : 

l. __ llty. la. tMreJ a. •t,bl•Ho• ••twee•. oleu. a•d· .-01 .... food~ 

A • • To pro.ate• holy . .. dftatio ... and· to b•lld· up oltaracte~ •. for th•· 

furthera•:e•Of nlgbteoa1•eea • • for 

t • • U110lea• anl•h. are. rapaolou1!~·) 

2 • . c•ean.anJ•Ja. are. not• rapacleua. 

By. probltJlitl•g. th•· filr8t. a1Yperaitl•t· the. aeco•d· lloaea. •J11ted. to sugfe•l· to the· 

people. th•· deaJrabllJt,. of o•ltdvat.a1191 tile• llabtlta. of· the.olea• a...._••: 1. i •• · 

gent•ene~and· do..J.ticlt,. etc • . l•d .. d· tbla. wJ1h of· lloaaa. 11. well reflected· la. 

tbe. 1J1•1. by.e1Ntf.whlch tbe. clean a1t .. ls: •lgbt0 be. recognlz.dc 

I. C11ioven. hoof• Dhoree l•Uonl 
'-14two .. •tal hab1lta. wbloh lead· 

2• · Cud-chewing• Refjectlo• , 

to the. upbulldl•g. of character• · •for tbe· lawa. ha••· 110t. bee• llade·•t· randoe 

or capnloa.leuaJ~ but. for· the· sake· of· truth and· to pol•t· oat. •hff•· rl .. t; reuo• 

a •. ·~bove. aJ 11 tt••· la••· ••"•· ••· a. J:tD agalnat• the· lteatlte• world· . 

so that. llru' who bed levee . . In one• Clctd• •lgbt· llOt· fr.aternJze, dtlt t .... aact. ateo-. 



& •. 

a: d4•1•· •U••"' (8 • . lau. praotttcaJJy, ta... t:lg.tfri:uc .. u:n1 ~l~;s na -rut: ) D'J•. ~.,~: 

I11. thl1 . ... aJla• •,er· doable, fro~t· "-•tlat. 11ot. aJ•••~ · ••· •haJI 1J•deed·a ... ttaat· 

ot'9r ratloaaJ~ate . .._.,aJ•llar· t .. cteeelea • . 

TttE1 TfllRO. AIO. FO•Ttl. BO~S. OF JffE, -W:CABEES •• 

Jtae. thlrdobolk (100 B • • c •. E • • ) .oo•talaa. aJ•st· ltOtht•g, that· b .. ra. oa.oar. 

t,.._Ja. · It!oaly. brlaga. 01t. tbe· polat. that· the· grea•••t· obatacJe. bet ... n . ..... .-d. 

ar .. k waa. t••· d•etsry. 1a ... •a•d·t'8•. proo .. d1: to altow. -notiby . ...... ~ t'9at•aft. 

ab••"' .. ' Jew, ca11 be, a: good· olUze•.• Rar•r••· a. bet.ter clbtzen of tbe. tomollftaft•. 

T••· foarth . book (50· a •. c •. E. , ) al 10 oontaJ•a. ,J•t· l ltti • · favorab I•• material. ; 

There. however .. , fl•d· lnd4cated.• the· daalJatJc tendencJea~ere. bJnted - about~. E•I~ 

IEer first · speaks. of for~tddln food· aa:.,. •1tran_.. 11Sast~1 lea•••g. to •1trange. plea•~ 
~ 

ure1~~1sug9eeti•g · thus. taat. the. chJetary. l•aa. aerve. a. ratloaaJ and. 110raJ purpose~. 

In.an•ther· place. ho•ewer h•• •'91.ks. of the. deetary. laws. as. ba. vlng. no other~utbi

flcaUon than their dlvt ... onigla. (v ... 16) . 

llULO 

Phi .le IJvlng. In a. 1111 tea host.lie. to Judata• was. therefore. quite. eager· to 
lo. 

show. tbat. Judad1• waa. higher la ...,.,. re1peot1. tbaa. Ne,lenl1• &a41.that.eve11. tfllllt. 

1it1; cere••ht. wef"9• bated• 1po• mral prlaoa.lple.J Mia. •Y•t•• la. •re. coeprefte•s.I••· 

tban tltat. of· Anlst ... ._. ln.aa11olt u . he· atteept1. to hive. a. rmuo• for: a: great. •ullber -of tlte· niltuaJ 1 ..... Hl1. atbltude· 11. tltat. of .... apolott11t. Th1al/1ae. take•. •P -
cJrcuecsJaion. he• re .. rks: •and· •e· ~lll oegJ• wJth tbat.wbJch rla. t•raed· lato nfchbal -

s.o•· Pll61o·. ere a •••••••: •••• ••••k •llllA••tll•r•: or· ll••t.ac . ••~•...,l••• • •••· 
1Be .. : of· 3 .. alaa , ...... ••·~· .. ••r: oo•f••••A.£••· 



1 • . 

by. people· I• g6tter.aJ.~c r-.. he· prooeed1. to ~•"e' the• followJ•g . reaao••· · 
u. I • . CArc• .. JaJo•. 

11 
&.· •••••• .. of· cartH11eJe. • 

B. i A. 11tO•rer of cJea•ll ... 1. of· t••· •hole. bodJ. (!~ 

C-1 lo•duo\'"e' to fecu•d't,. 

o. A. o•rteJ6er of· plea1•re. whloh de4ade. al•d· 

..... .. ~ 
E. , Jae. organ when c6rcu .. Jzed· re11N1ble1. t9e. heart. and· Ju1t· a•1the· 

·~•l:.ill : 
tbe·o ... geft9rate1. tao•gllt•i· 10 1ho•ld· tlte. otlter· one. generate. life. · 

ll. · Ped9e•&r. 8e•a.ee : 

A. r .... nra;a•d· 1to•a , ... 1}fllioltE•• two vlrtae1. that· ougllt· to dt1Uq•l1h 

a•d· o•'a~.-a1. ffnt• fr•lt· of the. 19ead· of U•· bod, • • 

Ill. Aalllal1. flt· for Sacrllflo--.. 

A . . Ox••··•,...P·· .. d· g•ata. beca .. • · theJ. are. the. 901t. gentl•• of quadr~ 

1. 11· B. , 0oY .... bec&•l9•theJ.are. the•llOlt•ge•t'e, of· fow,- • . 

l••· Fl•1. altd· 1oaJ ... 1yllbollze, tbe. des:lrabllltJ. tbat . .. n try. to sha119. oo .. ltio 

t t I I t I I I C I I I I I I t I t 

11.· &11 ... , ••• 11 •• l•f••••=·••••lf•· •••:•l .. •••l•l••··••l•·•••1••Ye••···· t 

la\rol•••l·f•r. •r~edlt : ttU'••••• = l•••••_. ••:trl•l..-•·•••tl•· (• .. ••••..t.elea 18: 

t••••••'••••••·••._,, .... , •• ,1.a:) t•••: ••••t•c ••••'••rel•••· · •o•••••r··•••· 

aal•• ···=· ···••il•l·f••=•••·f•ll .. l•C·••••O••• 1.- ··=·········•&•• f••=•••••l 
· •• <•••·•••••·•£r••••l••· •'•'••·•••· of· ••••••r> 1.· ••••=•••••••· ·•·· •rtA•l 
•••k•~ •~ · lat•&a•l••· •••••c• · •••· •~~--·•&•a· or· •••• C• .. ••~~ 

11-. · ~la• • falll••F of· ra\l .. al:Jea le: ••••• •~eat1 ....... P•l1e Cl ... e : •••• 

•••••• ••ll•· • ..-•• s ...... : •••••••• . • ..... , ... ... .... 1...... v ·~,, 

l• .. ••: •••• · •~•••• ••••••••'••r •• .. ·••••·••••••· la Pal•••&••• · &cata ••1lll!V ..... 
···••••ll.•:•f· .. ••lfl••·••ll•· ••. ····~· = •f· ,··· ••: , ........... ,.1.· 

1a. ~•le : le: •':Y•rl••••·..a.•• '••· 9•l••I · ••• · •_...•~ 



••• 

to 81itte~• .. ••f· .. d· .. t . drfft •• Ilk•· fialeea. a•d· acaJ••••a. ffah.••Jth the. curreat. ; 

;mi•i• ;ru: -the. a ... a . la Antst.,.. , Pork la. very. sarory. bat. pl'OhJb1lted· so u . to 

weaa. the. peopl•· •ft1· fro• la•ry. 
~ .(' I 1a. · v• A. altee,._t .. ~•r para. foafo d· becauae. of· foar quaJ~t••1. of • ...._ ~ 1 .... . 

ahlk;,,. chee••· flMC••· a•d· lffaprtagi. , A. oattle.ateaJer· para. fhsfoJd. becua•· of· 

th•· flva.qaaJltle1 . of oatt••• 

vt • • SaitbabicaJ , .. ,.z lt· •aa. ob1srved0 isca•••· 

A • . In hoaor of· the. nu.ibsr of seven 

B., tbat 1 by.1ub•ltf•t· •llllagAy. to ... d~·••· •liht· traJ• ouras•v••· 

to .athataad· lnvoluatary. oaea. ; 

v II• aa1a .. ._. , a•d· ta... reaaoa. •lty. tlte. ft our 11. to be. •d•· of bariey. la. 

becaus9. the. fo.d·•h!oh 11 . .. d•· therof la. of a. 10 .. •hat. allblguous. aature •. sulted· 

J lk~· for ilrrate. aat .. Ja. aad. aeedJ. •••· and· la. therefore• a. sJgn. that. a . .oman ~u:iiltJ . 

f adaltery.differs. la no r .. pect· f,... tlle· 1t .. st1. •hose. conaect•o•1. •Jth oae. aaota... 

re· prolil1c•o•1 . .. d• lacoaataat. ; 

~iii~ 12'" 11a- ~nso that· .... .. , . aot• ltear the. word· of· Qod1aboat. the. fr .... 
1•· 

oia of tH• soul • . , . 
t••· ·~•~•·•£•••l•••: fr9• ••ll• ••••:&•• .. •· •f•=•••••= •• · ~often ••t~ut. 

suoc•••~ to demoaatrate· to tae.1r .. k world· th•· aa1'9rfortt,. of 'adaJaa. . He· ••a. 

newertheAeaa. leaa. dog .. t•c.aboat. bll. r .. aoaa. thaa aayof hla. predec .. 19r8. or fol

l~era. T9as. •hen. trylag. to accouat. why. the. Jorah .... gJven la ttMt. cte.ert. he· 

ra..tly ,. ... rka.~ 8t ...... are• thetca•a ... whlc~ !11£•be. ad~a11eed· by . probable. coaJeo~ 



9 • • 

lbtttAl .... dnta• Jewa . . ...... er~ ... re. •ot. tlae· ••Jy. o .. • . to b•11. t-...••Y••· 

e.Jth. ff•di•1• tfte• r .. 10•1: of· the< ritual la••· .1••· Pai••~•Ja• Jewa. were. aot· •llOh 

behtlld· ta.. ••· taJa: reepeot~ . It· •la. qaJte• l1lkly. tMt· the. raUou.J.QMc mw-•t· 

began. I• PaJeati••· ahort•y.after tbe. Maccabea• wara. •h••. the. labbla.•OOllP•'led. to 

take. •oUc•· of· ....at .... •~· f•'t· ilt• t...,r· d•t,. to allow. tbe, ••"9rorJt,. •f ;1t.1aJ•. 

Partdaa• atrJf••·••oll. a•. ••••t•d·b•t ... • Pllaraaeea. a•d1ladao ..... ... 1. aJao Ila••· 
plapdulta. role. . t .... Paar·. ata•di•I• a : t ... f . did· for tlte• ••tl91tt-t· aH• tlle· d-. 

110Cratdzatio•. of· the• l•••· coald· •ot· b•t· raort· to tbe· .. ••a. of~ eKpla•atioa. that · 

' pro•la•• to •ke• ti .. • lor&h. t ... 1 POl8M8JO•· of the, wlaole . .. u ... : ·fta6a. do ... fi•d· 

he· Rabb..la . dJy.lcl•· ti••· lorala.1J•to t•o ge•ra• ckWl•loa1J· IHabpatl• a•d· HuqcrJ• 

•to ll01~ . • ' ntm· •'~:JDI }'n~ : i1'1• faim· ) • . 5he· 6:.labpatJ• are. 1acb ••· · 
~ 

au1t':s· 1an:.J ·•'· •'o'•· a•~un.-~ •ht'e· 
a .. n:.i>1. 'JJ: ~r. 11tt2 · •a1~· Jil 1)a1 i 1~1a•w· 

be. Haqql• are . ...._. •ten. as•)n. U•fW i:-1n· Jil ' 1ta ; ara•~•-l••D ,._. a•l:11· But. eve• 

be. •• .... •tiy. e1 sln-atio•at laws. haYe· tb..ar. ba ... Jn 1Jtertor •rat 1t11rp.o1e•· · ~or· 

-~-~.,. ui· 11D•~&DP• iDa?tllil i1 ,J,-••>ii mtn mD• •DD ,J • . Jl JJ111i9 . tlf11 ,D.,. 
/ J 
~·•D nn1n)n1n••. n1.,,. 1n•J~ an •D ,,. ,•:J•Ji nt~·•- .,.11· 1•1w·aipo2 qit•J i D1n~•, ., 

asn •;,· •1•o"a . 1D1aJn)o•DW>w· 1~l• na· t•)Dti t1)J iD1a~ ,,,,. 12 Jtfa..-rJ•J• ...... 

1l•1): a•••· ilWPD _,. a1n•mpa ioa!a•1•s· ••· a•2• :- m1n ;noaw· Ji111D nJDWJ m.(!'ta':1~ 

(•fe ' JJ:Jif).••••· 12,p·a•2•: 

o•l:i•a ,:.D 11• ;u•1 i1D . • ao:o Jlip· a•2n, :m:o ;w,a·;m19· 1•a ?n~1"· •1o· msJD .. D 

n,l, 13DWJ i10 ("ia:l , •• ,~.,~.~1 i ,., •. ; •J3 •). •:J •J•D in ,, . • ,JP' ;afDIW ,,. "lapn ,... 

11.,:,: •• , , ... ,. ••• , .... •l•~· ••••••. d• : •• •l•· ........ . 
,,~ 
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1 w ( 11 ~ i 11;:i; IJ'nlll n p: ~1eo) .17.pi'.:lrr 11 i1l pn. io~ · 1 :i 61 s7; ni~: 7 y · n'- pn: oi ~;: N:lttr. ., a,7; ~7 ;t~ ?noM :i :ilJH'.1 r:i; 

: 1j111:i'L 1llV. iiiri.:i· nnlln nr: on7. 16~ ?f7,rJ:io·1nJi': :ll)::t i'.'n1n: ni,omL no· 'llJSD"1T.l":t: m~ 117~w· 

imor 'h.,:lRll tr' now· c;:i: li'i1~: ~7rtr ?t1Hr.rttJ7: n'7~o 111::ir.::i 
1
( 1110rr11 p:i.). 11 H:l1i n11t1~. ~7;rn1i 101;;p-. 

esehl.c 

These, 13assages. by; no means; ex:haustiaJI the' reasons. the· Rabbis. advancefor 
. w . 

the· ceremonl·ai. laws.>\ These, however adequateily; prove. th.ab the, Rabbis. ab one. t1ime1 

were, not· averse.to ratJanaJize, and· to supply, reasons. for the. a~parentJy,~nreas6n. 

ab I e. I aws.if'h ls. tendency 1 however rece.fvedi a. check in. the. Hme, when; the, strugg .I e. 

between. Chri stii an .i ty~; and• JudaJsmwas: stroj!lga¢r;.Pau H n.ian: Chrlst.ianlty, attacked' 

' 
all lega .. I ism and< ex:pla.i.ned, away: aJ I the. laws. as. rnereii syrinbal1s: and· s.igns 4 1 Such: an< 

atUtude. three.tened\ the. very. e.1dstence. of Juda.lsmand 1 t~e. Rabbis. had· to ins:ist· 

1:1p©:nstrlct' adherence' to the· law. be1 its. res.sons. whatever they, may, qindeed• the· 

very, tendency, that. was. formerly, he.Id· pra:iseworthy( 

B.><~t~v~n~ those, who obje~ed· to ·~he· searching, for the, d·iv I ne, reasons. because' they. 

regarded·. the· commandmentsas the. ex:pressJons. of· Gods: wi 11. C 'rrHl.' i11;ir :i. 'nppn :iiipn; 

irtil'il7. P-~~n ll1!{ ,,!{li)even; these. @fl~. ®~$i?:!Ulildsaw. some .. generaJi purpo:se. in 
· the. ritua.I commandments( ::i.::i~;ti1i:::io) 11H:.ni' il::l'lil 1:J'a5. 7~'1W': ri~ ·rn'H>!l"7'~;1 n:lpii l1~·'1Q~.~i..: 
,l }l:~~ 7~'1W'. l:]l'll:;~·,•EJJ:Jl ~7~ l1'71'3·'L3 rlP''~ i1lP.' l10?iilP'."?. 7~11?1' . .Qt.~_?!),f7,nn1 i1.3P'. ll~o·n, 

11 -t.::)W' ('!n.1· ni~1.nn}rt1i''.1:li'!I n~ li1l 1~1~"J.~~J'nlpi'.'17 ii1'17,;, ns:J'~ mo (:.:ui;m1ti1::J.)nn~o:i ~7~ 

:i n:P:i.)110.1:17. p7i::i''\ pw:71: morn 7::i pN:,·•1.-·.~"707?*tJJ •. i.J.f,TP nnw 'Jam? "mi!W''J. ii1·1n :rnJril · 

We .. may. theref&re· say. that· o:nr the wholethel'Rabbiis w:ere· iinc-l:ined· ta rat,iona.l:iizr 

. [~at~ the~ .even I ooked. w .it h 1 favor upon. it_) d ;j scou rag,i ng/,it· on ,I y, when the, tii mes 

. ,~J- 1~·" 
I l . . ""'~1 

"· 
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e.anded· such an attitude~At no t~me hoewer did they regard· the Mith~oti• as --
superler to the· Huqula.lndeed the reverse• Is rather true.For the. f90raJc law. 

tbeJ. tbought•n cou•d~ ,!';,. sarroundilga('•,·r,. i11U\ i1Jn•1 •'D'•tJnl.•. •l'I. ,Dlt 

(:p;J~~,,~,)•131~:w'JDJD ,,l. :'inno n1t•~ t'10' 1~~n 
"'•··U 

But. the. rltua•r law heAnot. know. by h~•se•f•God· therefore. had. t~ revea' it· to 

him and for that. very. reaso• It· la 110re aa( ed• than the l90raJ law. • 

(Some additionalp passages bearing upon tbe. attitade. of Rabble towar 

gJvtag reasons for. the •ltrvoth are. the· followlng: 
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DTP!IIDRS' PREDRCESSO BS. 

SAAJ>Ull. (891 - 942) 

Chap. Il. 

fbe ten4eno7 to reooooil• and to rationalize did not euoomn\ 
~ 

to the orueade initiatel againatl\during and after t he antinomiatio 

moTement. Th• oauaea I haTe 1n41oatea in t he pre!aoe ~oonatant-
17 at work and naturall7 ~out the oorreaponding effeota. 

The Karait1o moT .. ent, 1ne1at1ng,on the one hand~upoa literaliea, 

ant attaokiag, OD the other, tte antbropomorphia of the Bagaa1eta 

ooull not~ng about the reorudeaoenoe of rationalilllll aa well ae 

aotirationa11... The first to oombat literalilllll and the other -

to prot..t ~ tl:e Begadiet• who b7 t1' etr •1JDbol1ltion..aotuall.7 

oorporeal1zed Gtl. !heae two antagonietio prinoipl ea, etrange e• 
..u· ~~ ... ,.,,.. ... J.f. 

i t m&7 eeea, 111119 eepouael"b7 the greatest 3ew1.•h philoaopher ~f 

that time, saacuah. Be diT14e4 the oommaotlmente into rational- .nl•~.)W 

~he first are dictated b7 reaeon, while 

the eeoonl olaee de~ ite importanoe pr1maril7 ~nee it ha9 L--

been commanded b7 God. Thi• 4efinit1oa of the •mandeto17" la .. 
i&c.•·..-uL 

8aa41ah waa oompelled to give be6a118e of a double reaaon:l1ret"it waa 

the traditional definition; and aeooall.7 beoauae it wae a direot out~ · 

growth of hie God oonoeption. Go4 to him wae primar117 aa 1"? "' Y 
AJO / 

a oreator - a being whose ~ ia oooatantl7 aaeertel ( / ~/.,gJ J1tu,c 
,, , 
1t,1>. The oommanda of auoh a being

1
theref ore, ahoul4 not be inquired 

into. but etriotl7 obeyed. ~he atree• of the times, howeYer, oom-

-----------------------------------------------------------------------20 
S&aaiah attaoke the author of the JI..'•• for haTing ommittel of 

God'• at'-rtbute the attHbute ~t.); .. ,_;_._·;_;_)_ an4 ':J~ j''•, .i. '""" 



pellet Saaliah to be inoonaietent. Th• Karaitio oontro•era7 muat 

haY• raieet ot!ler queetiona too ant Saacliab 111l8t ha•• felt the neel of_~
~ ~ &.ll4.0 

haying a re•aluation ot Yaluea. ~hu do n fin4 hilll entering the 

" 014 fielcl of Jill CJ r.> i1• •oy.l!J 
= • - ...... -- rr 

He begin• b7 anawering the queet1on~•h7 Got, 4ea1roua Of ooa -

ferring onl.7 gool upon Iarael, 414 not 41apenae with all command-
• aentz.and sa7a that the reward for aotion ia greater. Then he gi•e• 

a few ezamplea of the>i'~ ~.,,, auob aa worehip, prohibition of bluphe1117 

and the lawe of righteouanea•~and ehowa how thee• are perfectl7 log

ical. After thie he turna to the_,,·, . ., o" ant triea to ezplatn~aome 
• ! • 

of thea: 

l. Hol14a79 - for rest and atu47 of the forah. 

2. 8anotif1oat1on of priest• - to arouse emulation in the rest 

of the people. 

3. Dieta17 la•• - eo tl~at people worehip n~ animala. 

4. Inoest - to disoour&ge 1111o1t 1nteroourae that oloae proz
%1 

5. 

6. 

1a1t7 might otherwise facilitate. 

iJ');JlJf ;>JCoo1u - aelf abnegation. 
.. -! -: ,.., t 

.2 ~n;u oli1 ft·ut;-n - •tor we too• that the blood ._the dwell-
., •• - ~ f' • -: T ._ • 

ing plaoe of our aouls. ks>•, when we see thie l i.e. th• eao-

r1f1oe) •• •111 B&.7 to oureel•ea: •• will not sin again so 

that our bloo4 anci fat might not be ei:e4 an4 burDt aa •• eee ... 
these. - · 7. Whz temple oult~ - God deairea t~t man attest hie faith 

in an o•ert manner. 

-~----------~----------~----------------------------------------------21 
Coneanga1neoua marriages may have grown out of ____ 

fa) The lure that the stranger exerte, . ....l,,..__.z;. _ . 
(b) _fhe 4esirabilit7 to haYe ~"(it- ---w~----r-c-
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a. lb7 o1ro1111oieion? pr•PllO•£defeot; ciromnoieion makes man perfea$ . " "' 
•oat of hie ezploratione, bo••••r, ba•e their basis in moraltt7. ~hie e 

1• indeed, natural. Por although God ie primar117 a \·1:.·, H• 1• aleo .,..,_ 
r 

·•;tJ.1! ~-l •if•) ·b.1·1 ant hie oommandment• muat of oeun• be oon4uoi•• 
. -" ~ 22 

to the heightening ant cleepen1~ of life'• Yaluea. Jloreoyer, Got 

1• a /;or.?, eternal. He oreatet th• worll out of sheer gootneae. 

All of Bia oommanc1mente muat therefore b• gool and of benefit to Bia 

oreaturee. ~hue the apparent inoonaiaten07 we allutel to aboye 1• 

reall.7 explained ••&7• .ror inumuoh u Gol 1• a 

aente neet no other eanotion. But •her••• H• i• al.so a .,,, Hie 1-
p r 

muet neoesearil7 ha•• goot reason• and laadiab ... at libert7 to JOint 

them out. 

BAJI!£ ·--(1080 --

B~ ee ... to follow Saa41ah in using the same 41Yision of the 

00111Danc1mente. !hue, in the in~roduotion he ea79: 

IJJ< -11>-s.x t,.>•i7 n;r.:a .l."lt,,., "'"'SD .~,, -,11•'il (" :z1•?'>n .i., ·•;t';in • 

;1~1 J» ;r:a. ;a, .. ,.,, 'Jl"if f"<U ~,,"., .alrS~ •S•i7 7'Jn;yl (~ ;;nl.np fU p~ .. ,, ,,-., 

,.,.a,~11., ,..,., o)a; ,, •• .,,., A'X'>:> ,n•w.,, .:z'Jn.:r ,.,~ >•o •it, , A.1t•J( it 1t•'l 

• 4 p~ .fJ:&.• •.n1" j!OO ~left Jte .n'.>•rt A"\10 •J( Jt'J•w •1J b n 

He also baa a divieion of hi•--------------on 
-----~----~-----------~----------~----------~----~-----------------22 

from the foregoing I am 1nol1ne4, muoh ae I regret, to differ froa,, 
-., teaoher, l>r. l•11m&rk, who in one plaoe remarte: "',aw) ;t•nr•• t••.a 
•~''?' ~l' .n·,••,,a• .l'vt?i' .1t1ep•n11 l':l"' •i.,•irAA :a.·•,11 _,.,,, ...... ,.,, • .,,, • .,., ... a - er .. ., n.,~, .... #"'*•)#1.11...,.1·~.>•Jt• -"''»••ii r~ ':a•'?~;,*· for eYen SU4111b 
~uat a• blaon14e•, oono•dee tlB t th• .11"1111 aftor all reet upon a t: 
moral baeie. laa41ah: Go4 i• goo&. Therefore the la•• are goo&. -
Kaimon14ee: La .. are goo&. Therefore Gol geye them. Thie 41f'ferenoe 
of method ooull leat to different resulte. But .. both bel1•••1 in 
the plena1'7 inspiration of the Bibl' the1,.r different method• le.-O. to 
the same re1ult. <Ja..1.1./-1'1J... ~: ~}){;(1,,~ , .. _,. ~ -;:- ~ .. ~ r f '( , / 

1'fu_ {/l,N~ M k,v (/ ~ tfb(} ~ ~ (v"t~ •' ,1 IJ " ,_,. '-A '1 b(~ .A J P, -:-(} 
~ J I J,.,l t I ;} , _, {"..- - ~ hr 
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Wh1oh at a gl anoe re•••l• hi• l••P insight into the nat1l1'e anl ~in 
fA••• : • 

of oeremo117 anl outoa. H• oalla one_;uternal ant include• in it:_,~~, 

·1 j1 Ubl' D?•? b. -"'''i , ~ c,,., Whtl• th• 0 ther, ;> :JIO #it?.,,,,_ ll,,., , ii,.,~' A I~ 

~~~_!> 
~ « ~ L 
'he aamea Internal and 1nolude• in it: • ..., .. llaaa: a. .,JC,, >""' -· . 
~ . J I ·''J9'1.) jl'tl!J:/)I jlJ(~· ,•1'"11.2Jr .1t!t.:ap ,1.n'>Vt:l-1 l:l iJJlltlt ........ .,.,~. 

a p•7ohologiet-mo~iet he refuaes to follow S8adiab1 in hi• rattoaal-

1 .. and deolar•• that •• lo not know t he reaeon for the law•. H• 

onl.7 eaggeata, in a general wq-, that: -•the ord1nat:1on of th• ritual 

u ••11 u the •oral l•• ha4 but oae purpose to sen·• Gol and thu 
(a .1•n ~ii ) v•) 

reaoh happ1aeaa here and hereafter.•" Bu• he lo••• a10 time in atating 
2a 

Whioh of th• two. the oermonial o• moral la• ia autpertor. '.Ch• 

moral ia of oourae n.perior. •ror it ia lo4g•4 in man'• reuoniag 

faoultiea, plaatel in hia ••?7 oonaoiouanesa, ia in fine, innate in 

him. " ( ':.J( n., •.l » ,"") It .1 ho••••r, aeele the oommanclmen ta ao tha• 

man, ere he mature•, atght hue aome sort of a guide1. H••ing thu 

laid down hie pr1no1ple
1

BahTa ignorea t he eternal qtaeetion entirel7, 

aa4 rather prooeeta to aho• the nS..tin Yalue crt e1aoh law, i.e. 

the moral ant oeremonial. He 1a no longer oonoernetd with Jewiah o•r-
.µ ~ ~.,.. .••.• .,. ~ ~ ...... 

eaoaialiam;Ai• gene~ and~after g1Ting •••en reaeon11 •117 the morel 

la• ia auperior,he alao giTea ••••n reaaona for the o'Dl.tiYating of the 

ritual. These, I beline, are Ye"r7 important. I11l4Ht. b7 far 

more i mportant than all the '9aeona, rational or hieitorioal. that ha•• 
••er been g1Ten in order to make t he ritual la•• mo1~• aooeptable. 

Por theae give t he pa7ohologJ' of oeremo07 anl t~ie, if true, 1• laat-

• iog and may appeal toall generation. It 1• beoa1111e of th .... import-

---------------------------------------------------··------------------
ftL 11 
~ l w in B~a eur•l.7 meana moral. 
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ano• that I attaoh to P•1oholog7 that. al.though eomenrhat i!Tele•ant 

to 1ll6 •ub~eot matter. I herewith state hie ••••n ren.eou for the oer

... aial law: (ChaJ• I) 
~~ M 

1.~to •tabili•• man'• 4ual nature. 

1. ••-on cloea not n•o•••itate •uoh worehipfuJL aotion aa~ RfW, 
2& /-h.¥'1.A e...rw~c. ... • "' • .x.1 • 

futing. obarit7, an4 Iin4D•••·" "Aleo k-llMll th• limit of 
A~~ 

th•••· 

a. Koral ooneoiouaneee Yariea with inclividual•t• Comcandment• &JJ>lr 

equall.7 to all. 

'· Wonhi» :t.a tu Oo4 for past fayon. !hi• csaa-01117 l»e kno1'1l 

through rnelation. e.g. DeliTeranoe from Bernt. ~. 
S'. Ritual law •teppin' atone to moral law. 

w " 6. !hie aaplifi•• a. ·!h• !orah inolud•• matte1~ the fulfillment 

of whioh re&80D oan not 4ef1ne. These are~~· cletaila ~ 
the ceremonial law, aa4 the general prinoipl.ea of the moral. 

law. !hi• (theVi.oral and the oernonial) 1ru neoesaar'J' (to V 
be inolude4 in the torah) beoaue the peoplt1 to whom the 

!orah waa giren were at that time in a low 11tate of oiv111•

at1on and their mind• were too weak to grae1~ th• moral law. 

!h• Torah, therefore, laid down one law. in whioh the moral 

and the oeremonial eeem to be of equal 1mpo1~anoe. 

the moral and intelligent man would fulfill the !orah in two 

~· While the ignora.nt woul4 at least l»e1 sure to li•• 

rigbtlJ' (regardlea• of whet•er he ia oonoio~tal.7 impellel to 
26 

4o •o). thu all grade• of eooiet1 will l1entf1t. 
----------------------------------------------------·------------------2• "'-"' ~ ......... .,. 

!hi• ~ not l»e true \o modern pqoholog. 
21 i\ 

!here 1• a little oonfUeion here, Pasting an4 ohEi.rit7 oan not ~• 
be olaeee4 together. Koreoyer ohari t7 an4 k1nclne1ea wou14 follow 
~rom moral ooneoiouanee•• 

26-- 1arentbea1• are mine. 
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'· -.edenee u well u reuon baa to be aatiafjlel. ~ 
Ia amaming ap I woall eq that Bah1'• a4opte4 thn beat methol to 

make the ritual law bin4ing. ..iMDi4•• aiiht proT•• that /1 •.x'> l, /'1t;.,..j,. • ...,,, 
- rightl.7 forbillen. But inumuoh •• the oaueea 1;bat brought 

abod the prohibition haT• 4ieappeare4 the prohibi t1e1n i• no longer 

ral14. Bahla. howe•er, by gi Ting not the gene•i•, l1pt the p•7oholog 

of the riinal, bu rea117 pointel out the wq whioh l .eata to the re

tention of at least a m4io1111 of oeremo117 in our rel1.g1oua worehip. 

-- 114-1) 

Hall997 1• •T•D lea• 1nol1ae4 to rationalise thet\Bahya. B• too 

iT14•• the lawe into two olu•••:l. 'r ..--Q.:'4?Jbi<..,~,.J or reu-

nable; ul 2. A"• •'>JC "whioh woul4 not be greape4 by our 
I • i 27 

eaeoning power, nq ~ •••n repulai Te to reuoa, ba• which are ? 7 
~ 

~beye4 by aa juet ae the iatient oarr1e• out the direotione of hie 

phyeiciu.• "!eke for inetanoe -- BaleT1 oontiaue• -- the law of oir• 

umoieioa an4 eee how remote it ia from logio an4 h~ little it hae to I 
o with eoetal welfare.• Be, u it were, eTeD pelemi••• against ratiOD

J]! 
aliam of any kin4 anl aignit1oantl7 re.rte ( ,. .. b /1)'1D): •Tbe reuon 

abstain today from having interoouree with a menet·ruating woman, or 

ne in ohil4-birth, ia not beoauee of defilement, but only beoauee it 

• a oommao4 of Got.• Be further adduoee proof from iBeaalel. That 
1r • Lrtiat Iii eTel"J'thing " -;,· 1tl'1 \W¥.J althollgh t l:.ere ie 1oothing in all 

iie work• that might appeal to our reason or taatet' :In faot: he regart. 
.. .. . 

rational1• u harmful. aqe he ( ,, o 1•1•,1.1) A . .,,l:iil 1"89,? • .,.~w;,1 1' 
~ 1< Q.• »'"~ * .., '>Jt..,,., A•'.J., Q;I A'"''•i> -~- :., .... ~ a •'J,1wat ';)y 'l'l"'•" 'H It 
_ i>''.1>it i>C..Jb ~.3' ••.a>)( >t~I ;> ·~x ~Y~i) >.:u 'J"' · .11~111.,p Jt11T;r Jt.u~o;t 

~;ty./Utl ,;u1.n, ?••9"l,?••.1t 

·-------~-------------------------------------------- ·-----~------------
~' 
Ba~a claima t hat the7 are not repugn8*t to reason. 
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,, ., . 
Agaill, ill l' ,,. •t he: • 

oolltlnuee ill the preTioua etraill: ~" ,c·~'> 'J'K "".:r••• -"'•~1t1t1t;t •.> 

a•$J a··;>~n -""•'> o~ '~ a•n!.x !t>r a,~.,?nb 1'1C" ·l!J., ox ,.:i~•. &•i)~ir 

ll• 1• e•en more •phatio iD ( 

diapoeefmatter) to !'9oe1Te those cli•ine tnfluenoee are not in man'• pow

er , llOr oao he determine their approximate quantity or qual1t7• He, t 

t herefore, Who aooepte that obJeot (ritual law)~ ftllfilla it properl.7 

and fai thfal.17. he ie tM 'beli ner. - But he wbo attempte to impro•• ?"' -tboee o'bJeata ancl to aooept them through iDTeetigatioll, epeoulatioll 

ancl logio -- h• 1• the (!OOffV..:_ • ~· the foregoi•g 1 t i• olear tla t \ 

Hal1••1 o'bJeote to ail rat1ona11... !o hill the ritual law ia •••ll 

higher than the moral law ancl therefore needa ao a.t:rengthening f?'om 

reaeo c. Of oourae hie etancl ie YUlnerable in 110re t han one plaoe. 

But it i• the oal.7 atand an orthodox Jn oan boneetl:v and oonaietentl.7 

take. 

,, 
D• D#.VIJ>. ( 'l .:Z )C.., ) 1109 -- 1179. 

· !hi• philoeopher aleo aooepta the tra41t1oD&l ~lli•ieioa of the 

oomman4menta, oalling th• ""''".>" 1• Jtlf)O ,,., ~ ant 

But while be grant• that neither ia abrogable and tltlat: .a10S4' .,.,, , ,.,.,~, ~.> 

J~!UJI l>'>JCe~I /J•l,~I jte ~~i7 .Jl7'f) Oil AJl')')l ..ltl~t.l•jl '''l•e,, ')fl•O ~~I 
Ct i ;-1 9 , ri 'il'Y] 71 •Jn .. ,..,~ ;1 

---------------------------------~-----------------~--~---------------28 
H• himeelf, bowe•er. ie aomewhat guilt7 of the eaine offenee. !h11.a 
1D Ai,:,;.ibeginning with .n•~•:&l'• . .a •>~•Jt fJ».a ·~·•"'-'•';>' 
be gi ••• •ome reaeoa.,e.g. . ,,,_,T i1I ;J..).•n , ,,, ,,_ ,L 
and eome other J 12 ii i>,. ·.J lf - / ~.:an _, . .,,n 1;711.,,, .. , "~" -.n•ss 
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h• neTertheleaa regarl8 

the oeremonial lawe of an inferior rank olle.e a meana to the aftaiD• 

••nt of the all ioportant religioue life. Thua ..Jt 'Yi 1, / '~ 9 n 
are onJ.7 e711bola to · 1_,1 D. •, 1 o · .n J,:, '" , ho !I ~ ,,., 17 ,. 

reminl u.e of Gol anl Bi• great pr1no1ple, 3uetioe. !hat the cere

monial lawe are of an inferior rank anl. therefore of an inferior ~ 
he inter11 from the faot ~t the prophet• ueuall7 iDTeighel. againet 

th• while t he7 al we.ya ohamp1o oel t he meral law. 

the the foregoing he argue• that Deut. 4, 6 -- • 

ID oonaonanoe with 

43'1~.ln JC•-;1 ~~ 

D.." f,. i1 •J • Y '> a .3 n J '.:z f • -- ._. not intenl•I. by the law-

• gi••r to appJ.7 to the ritual lan. Jlor there ie no$hing in the• tha!_ 

aight a1pear wonl.erhl to one got o t the iniah people. !hat ••r11• 

rather a1pl1•• to the tunlamentale of our rel igiOD!.. whioh were reTealel. 

to u.e b7 Gol a thouaan4 7eare '•fore the nations ooul4 srae1 their 

importance.• B• howeyer eeea the importano• of the ritual law anl. 

oouneele atriot al.herenoe to it. ID th• firet plaoe beoauee it lea4a 
29 

to the moral law, an4 in the eeoon4 plaoe beoauae it 4eman4e obe41enoe 

an4 obedience 1• a great Yirtne in 1taelf. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------29 tra.... 
Saorifio•• thua eerTe4 thie purpose: 1. Baoh aaorif1oe te aoooa
panie4 b7 a oonfesaion. 2. The priest thue haef an opportaniQ te 
rebUk• the sinner. 
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Chap. III 

JIADl>I Il)Bll ( 1186 - 1204) 

CJui1le, Vol. Ill, Che. UY•AU. 

!he taek of qplaining the ri 'tual lawe of the '!orab fin41 1 t1 

oulminatioD in Kalaoni4e1. In4eell, compare& with hie effort•, tho1e 

of hia predeoe1aora,
1 
with the uoe1ption of Bah7a_, might rightl.7 be 

t•1"11•4 amateurish. !he7 haloae p11U'poae, the purpose of making the 

ritual law aoeeptable to the peopl11 an4, therefore, oe1lll resort to 

but one of two alternati•••: aithe:r clata with HalleT1. that all la• 

are the ezpwee11oae of Gol'• will 1aa4 therefore ehoul4 be obe7el ~lind-

17 M•~-- or, regar4, with a110, nl. l the lawe .. 81J!lbOll of truth anl 

higher ileae whioh ahoul4 be alher.14 to beoaue of their u1 terior ao-

1•••• Jlaimon14ea, howeyer, ••••II to ha•• a 4ouble purpose anl tbere-

fore attainel 4ifferent reaulta. Betag an obaenant Jn he eurel.7 

wante4,in tte first plaoe ,to 1tre:.J1then the boll of the oeremoaiale up

on the people and he too therefore, rational1ze4. But he waa alao a 

pbiloeopher and a1 1uch he eurel7 ll:la4 other cravings. He knew that all 

the phenomena in life are not oa~~·· ~ then should the ritual 

commandment• of the !orah be wi tho•at corresponding causes! !he7 ooul4 

not haTe been the oere expression 1of Go4'1 will for Gol to him ... not 

~. but wi•te·· !o look then f1or that w114oa iD hie own rationalt1-

tio interpretation woul4 ha•• been both foll7 anl 1elf-4eoept1oa. - . ~ 
The wiadom of a law could. if anyw'bere, be fount onl7 in bietoi"ioal •

Tent• that brought it about -- for there ie no effect; without a oauee 

and Kaimon14•• therefore turnel hie attentioa to hietor;r anl there 
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tri•l to 41eooYer th• true rea•ona tor the ritual la••• 

!hie .. thol 1• 91U'el.7 a molern one. It •aa appliel 'ut reoent-

J.7, b7 1. lralak•l to t he lliebuie Lan where it pro•et Terr euooeee

fUl. ID the .... ot Jlaimonilea, howeYer, it oou.11 aot be eo fruit

ful. !hie tor obYiou reuona. Be, in the firet plaoe, wu h.._ 

pere4 b7 hie oonoeption of th• plena17 inapiration of the ~ible. •ow, 

if th• Bible ia the exprea••I wol't. ot Gol anl Gol i• Wiadoa, then the 

oonoluaioa ie iaeYitabl•: BYer7thing 1a th• Bible muet of necea1it7 
• 

be tbe reault of wisdoa. Thie ia obYioua17 not tru • B•, wa• further 

bandioappel b7 laok of lata. ill he 00111.l lo therefore wa• to gen-

eraliz• anl not to ,artioulari••• !hat i• to ea)', he ooull not com

p~ a J .. iah law with a~ .. n law anl •&7 with definitenea• that the 

former ... to oounteraot the latter. 
30 

Inleet, h• himself mu.at ha•• 

been full7 aware of t t ia weakneea in bi• inveatigati~~a for he em

phaeiz•• over anl over again that onl7 the general prinoiplea haY• 
81. 

reason; but not the 4etaile. 

UPOSITIOI or CHS. UY. !! UDY. 

Aware of aeyeral diffioultiee yet deeiroua to overcome them at 

any ooet, h• devotee nine ohaptera to the task of establishing five 

premiaea, whioh if •uao•••~. woull at ona• vindioate hi• methol ae 

-well aa the reaulta attainel. ID th1• he more or lee• 't& suoo•e•ful. 
A 

!he first of t hese premiaea ta the wialom of Goa. !hi•, howeyer, he 

do•• not haY• to proYe here. B• hae done that Yery abl7 ela .. here 

(Cha. 51-68, Tol. 1)• ill he doe• here (Ch. 16) i• to _.o.~ four 

------------------------------------------------------------~----------30 
See the en& of Cb. 49/ 

81 
Thi• ie either erroneoua or arbitrarr. If Go4 1a wie4oa •117 aboull 
not •Yen the letaila be t he result of that wisdo•T Ma1Jllon14•• how
••er, oonfeeeea in Cb. 49 that had h• hal aore 4ata he might have b 
been able to explain even detaila. 
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olaa••• of aotioa: --purpoael•a•, UDimportant, T&iD, mcl 1004 -

anl that onl.7 the laet ooult properl7 be aeoribet to Got. !hie b•-
31 

ing the oaee h• oan not under8tan4 how oth•ra ooul4 haT• regarclet th• 

ritual laws ae reaeonl•a• ant 7et haTe aaeumel them to haTe been of 

ti Tine origia. He therefore 4iaoarde the 014 4iT1aion betweea ll' p11 
ant /J ••• .,,,, ant 4eolare• that both are foun4e4 upon reason thoag• 

that i• reT•alet to ue onl7 in the .... af the latter. Or to uae 
.Jtl'l••a it'>.> 4-;I •"91.))l~O IJJ'~W p~ '>.>W \; - " 

hie own word• : (Oh. 21) • .:z ., , '" ,_,. • >l ..n ·~ J .n a~· .., ;. •;a.., 
·~ l J Jr'> tlC J•;tJt _,..-,~Jtil »"U• I D i1 I 

• He, moreoTer, attempt• to etrengtbtn 

hi• own apeoulationa b7 infereno•• from torah 
33 

ant !almd. ])eut. IV, 6 apparentl7 apealra in hie fa•or. The Rabbin-

io pun .., a>~ •lit ., • ., '~'? J~ ,;• ae well •• hi• own oonetruotion of 

the famous passage in Br. ~bah: J".,,1 ,,:; /l'lt ~ ~·~ . .llt ~ 1X /#1',) 

alao aerY• him •• goo4 proof thnt all CT) th' 

Babbie agree& upon the identity of ?" anl 111 • ••. !hie being ao 

h• now haa the un4iapute4 right to euppl.7 reaaon for the eyer troub-

leeome 

Th• aeoonl premise be triea to eetablieh in these 1ntro4uctor'7 

ohaptera ie that onl.7 the general prir.oiple• ha•• reasons anc1 not 
M 

their details. Thie too h• infer• from the Babb1n1o paeeage .raeJ 1x ii• 
, . . /.JI.,.,.~ •~pt~~·~ • Jl• interpret• it thue:•W1l7 don't the Rabbi• 

aek ';,crn• ~ p·~ A 9 .>•A ii n • " Beoauae they knew that the general prin-
------~------------------------------------------------- -------------81 

Probabl7 Saadiah~nd Balley~ 

38. ,, 
see Supra 7-1 x.., who disagrees •1th Kaimoni4••• 

34 
Be oontradiota himaelf or rather he ia inconsistent, on tbie point. 
In Cb. 26 he hae t hese two statements: 

~ .. l.Jl .l\llSb •jl'>tr .n~? 1';, ,IC.2Ai1 /~I 

--'/'J"~ )t11t"n --lb~» l•')ce•" 10£,r • 

/J 

\, 



oiple of h••n 'Cl ha4 a good reason namely to insure to the animal an 
86 J . J 

eae7 death. What they;wante4 to know waa the reason of the detail• 

attendant upon slaughter and that the7 oould not know, ina1muoh a8 

4,etaile have no reason. fheir answer, t herefore , .n 11':1'il AJC ,'>!'J 

1• perfeotl.7 oorreot.• The same ie also true of aaorifioee. The 

prinoiple ie surely a goo4 one. But the details, euoh a8 number, 

epeoiea, eto. are unimportant. Th...,Japeoulation ae well aa author• 

it7 establieh'f the proposition that onl7 the general principles neel 

to b• aooounted f or but not t he details• r 

The third premise ia that eoim of the general principles are i•-

portant per ee -- euoh ae t he aoquiaition of truth -- while other8 

are subservient to higher purposes -- such lawa, for instance, aa are Y 

oonduoive to eooial improvement, eto. ~ng t he firet he inoludee 

God' a ezietenoe, uni t7, omnieoience, Omnipotenoe, will ( in oo ntradia

tinot ion to neoeeeit7T an4 eternit7; whil e among t he seoon4 olasa he 

plaoea euoh beliefs ae "the wrath of Go4" an4 otbera whi oh prevent 

man from transgresaing social regulationa. 

Th• fourth p.remiee is that certain lawa mq originall7 have ha4 a 
36 

negative purpose. The &abean, for inatanoe, believed in Baal, Aet2rte, 

and Adonie and, att ributing to t heaMt power and intelligenoe, wol'llhippel 

the aun, the earth, and the orop. To oounteraot this 1ID rehip Deut. 

JXVIII explicitl7 stated that such worship would 71el4 not long 11«• 

an4 prosperit7 but 4eath and povert7. We JDa¥ therefore, infer --
-----------------~-~-~------------------------------------------------36 

!hi• is .pure ratiGnaliam. 

36 
!hi• 11 in4ee4 true. llaD7 lawe and beliefs 
antagoaieM; euoh aa ,. .. -.. ,.,,...,..,a, CNt .,.,,.11: 
•*••I ,,,..'4,!!oro1 question. 

~'~--~ 

owe their exietenoe to 
1-t ilibl»a~ 



-24-

argue• llaimonidee -- that eyen certain praotioee were aa•1gne4 to the 

people which might aot as deterrent• agninet pagan ouatoma. To 

quote llaimonidea himself: (Ch. 30) .,,.nlnlJ'> JJ•!>'''",,., ~,,, ;,::i~n ,,s, 
~,,.,.,.i1,...., 03t1f 0'111.Jr.,;J !t,,.:a.:a b•.1.ro1,,"> ':tt.y~ ,,tP'>' ·IJ.1t~ln JtlJJ•11 

• ,.,'~' !I~, ;. "'' /~ ,.,. , I.It _,.~ u'> !"'"' ~ .,10 JI~ I.)( ., .,,. 
~ ageiD in Ch. 21: ,, ., I ;u« ;n'~u"' i>~ "ii r •.:J '".l" _,.,u,. i1 ~~ f" ~ /e 

-"''~'.:a"' ai1 _ ?'> a•f>nho;I 6"ft 1>e ;>·~A D.•X•.:lbi1 61 ;1.:J. ;J~.1tJi' 
11 b un ...Jt,,,,.,,,;7 ~'.»'? .11•111;> J'11 ~''"" A~.> D.R"1 CJ.IJt Jt,,yU.il 

• _,.,. o ':a., i1 u-.:i. ~·~It~ 
aaorific•• for example, (Ch. 32) eerTel 3uat •uoh 

a negatiYe purpo••• The people were uaed to them, and 1 t woUld ha•• 

been exoee41ngl.7 hard to wean them awa7 from t hat practise u~D short -
not ioe. It ... t herefore allowed to oeatinue but in euoh a re•trio------te4 end burdeneome wa:r ae to ~e ite final _eliminatio~ineYitable. 

~e thoee eaorifioee, moreover, were brongtt to Qod alone in a temple 

dedicated to Him alone, 14olater'7 wae thereb7 apee4il7 eradicated. · 

The negatiwe law1, ferthermore, eerTe4 a purpose all their oWD. Por 

3uet aa positiYe oomman4menta were nee4e4 to emphasise the t hree pur-

poaea of all general priooiplea 9a11e17 

~ (1) the aoquieition o~~:~ the eata~~t._?f a good so

cial order, ancl ~•H of llet .~. A 11; ie for thia reaeoa 
• 

the Torah enjoinel abatem•ouaneaa, 4eprec1ated glutto117, ••zual 1D• 

4ulgenoe, anl lail etrea1 upon the laW8 of oleanlioesa. for the7 

ten4 to eliminate all passion, ba4 manners, and pernicioua babit1. -It ia olear then, oonoludee U.1monidea, that eYeD in the Bible are to 

be fount praot1ce1 t ne purpose of whi ch 11 manifeetl.7 to oounteraot ua

leairable ouetome or beliefs. 
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Th• fifth premise ie that the law does n~ t t~e notioe of ex

oept1onal o1•oumetanoee. Some indiTiduala. at oertain times. might 

be unta•orabl.7 atteoted b7 it; but that ia of no 1mportanoe. ?or th• 

law i• both un1Tereal and eternal an4. therefore. oan not take into 
3, 

aocount the Taria4lc.aoa the epeoial. 

BIPOSITIOB 01 CHS. 56-49 

After a4Yano1ng the abo•• premiaee Kaimonidee prooeeda to •z

plain the lawe. Before~ aoiag that bo•e••r. h• 41T11•• all of them 
";. 't into fo~e•n olaa•••· eaoh le'ag the embo41ment ofA~eneral prinoiple. 

The7 are ae tollowe: 

1. Jundamental pricoipl•• ( /l"t r11;1 '"" •). BE. repentano•. 

faeting. eto. 

2. Against idolat17 ( .;~ .,.,,,,."'). Thia baa the purpose of utablielt-

iag pr1no1pl•• of truth. 

------------------------------------------------~---------------~------37 
These f1Te premises are ••••~tial to the oonolueion Kaimon14e• 

wiehee to draw. Hi• Go4 oonoeptioa helps him diaoar4 the old 41T-

1e1on between P" an4 ~• .,,. • m4 also to inlulg• in rationalin. 

ihe 41emi••ing of detail• ae unimportant ia a good means of making 

a Tirtue of a rather imperati•• neoeaeit7. 1.e. the laok of h1etor-

1oal matter. Th• "per •• " an4 •eubeerTing• ps-tnoipl•• aid greatl.7 ..,, 
in ezpla1n1ng the arpn • Por the moment~ grant that the IJ.•pn m1q aene 

an ulterior purpose. the whole problea 1• almost aolTe4. !h• eame 1• ---tlle of the fourth premise -- the negat1Te nature of law. Por Ullleaa 

be eatabliehe4 this point he ha8 no right to deolare that aome of the 

o·~n were intended to oounteraot t111deeirable or erroneoua praotio••• 

ETen then. however. people might find fault with the reason. or t17 
' to 41aregar4 the ritual lawe on ~be basis thattheir oaueee haTe now 

dieappeered. Por that reason •· p~e• the laet p~ioa. 
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3. Sooial advancement ( ..nly1) 

•· Volunt1l%7 dutiee such as charit7, g1ft1, loans, etc. 

5. PreYention of Yiolenoe. 

6. Retribution (here) to discourage eY11. 

7. C1Yil law, i.e. ooDDneroe, traneaotioD, eto. 

8. PeetiYale. fhese haye a double purpose: !o establish truth-

. (sabbath~creation .j- and to allow bodil7 recreation. 

· t. Religioua rites and oeremon1••· 111.rpoae: love of Go4: right 

belief. 

10. Temple oulture -- to diYert attention from idole. 

11. Saor1f1oe. 

11. Lawe of oleanline11 a nd unoleanlinea•• 

13. ])ieta17 la\':·a. Here o:!.2 0 belong t !":e l e'.:s :- i t emperance an4 

yow. The ; urpose of all of ttese ia the attainment of aelf

oontrol. 

l•. ,Porbid4•n-marr1~ to diminish aexual lust. 

All theae .Jlaimon14ea, fUrther groups under two head1D19: sooial -

in whioh are oontaine4 &16t7• and part of S: and those•between Go4 

an4 man•, which inolude all the rest of the fourteen. Th• purpoee 

of all of these_, ia tl:eir general outlinee, i• or ought to be well-

known. But as t he7 ooul4 not have been known heretofore ea aooount 

of the leek of historical facta, .. imonid•• now proceed• to 1uppl7 

that desideratum. 

I. The purpose of the fUDdamental prino1plee, lla1mon1dea,oont11l9881 

ia indeed aelf •Yident. So are also some of their apeoial la••• !111181 

the U8efulneea of acqujring and dispensing knowledge ia indeed olear. 

Without true theories of life there could be no proper oonduot. · 



_.,_ 
!Illa ne .. eeitatee that the wiee ehoul4 be reepeote4. Otherwiee 

their inetruotioa woull be of no aTail. 

Unler I lla1mon14ee aleo inolu4e• the prohibition againet perJu17. 

ror the aim of the tunclellental prinoiplea 1• to point out truth8. 

A oomnanctment. therefore, that tend• to raise reapect for the truth, 

1.e. honor of Qol, ought to hloag to tbie ola••• !hi• i• al.10 true 

of the 1n~uot1oa to prQ to Qo4 in time of ned. For there1t7 the 

truth that Gol oontrole our 4eatiniee will be empbaai•el and the 

theor7 of chance or aooident will be npu4iate4. Repentance ( ,'?.:l/fl/1' 

baa a 11milar fu.nolioa. It, moreoTer, preTente further •inking in the 

llir• of guilt. ror b7 uauring man that Go41J81&ht forgive him i:f 

be trul.7 repented a ohange for the better i• ma&• poeeilllr. ADI in

almuch aa fasting, ooofeeeion, an4 eaor1f1oee ueher in a penitent 

mool, the7 too were g1Ten ample epaoe in the Bible. 

. II. ~awe againat idolatZ7• !heir purpoae 1• two:foll~l•atro7 

error ~D4~eTeal truth. lo• aa magio an4 witohoraft lee4 to error 

it atanda to reaaoc that the7 aad those in4ulg1ng ill them ehoull 

lt• 4estroyel. ror magio i• not the roeult of reaeoo ltut of euper-

1t1 t1on. Ant it• effioao7 4oee not lepenl upon natural phenomena 

but upon the euppoeed utraor4in•Z7 Tirtue of 1ome natural obJeot. 

of 1ome propitiou moment, ul of aome attendant aotion, euob aa Ian• 

cing, howling, burning a leaf, e to. B7 Tirtu of thee• aupent1t1ou 

aot1 t 1:e heathen• 'belieYed tbemaelTea ~le to control natural phenom

ena, euoh ae rain, fert111t7 of the aoil, the de1truotion of harm

:fUl animal• or ineecta ant m&fl7 other useful. operation1. Thia olaim 

o:f th~ra naturall7 attraotel m&DJ' people anl perpetuated, ae it 
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were. error. The ohief offenle111 in thia oaee were women. Por 

thia reaaon •• finl t he ezplioit oomman4ment Bxo4. ,,.. i> •1111 >c ~ llt"JI) 

Jor the7 were aotuatel b7 • ..,, • J > r .It X ', 0 i» •Ali' 1n :!j I 

auperatitioa; but we ahoull follow good reaaon. I• Yi .. of thia 

•• oan un4eratan4 Wb711ift "'"Ii' were forbidlea. Beoause th••• form•I - -
part of the auperetitioa of the Heathena. !he 

prohibition of T:1aYtJ waa 4ue to a 1imilar oauee.····ror the heathen 

prieet ueel to a4orn themeelT•• with garment• oont~ng Tegetable an4 

ao1mal material while holding a aeal made of mineral. Por • like 

reuoa women were forbidlen to .. ar that which perta1neth to man. 

(J>eut. XUI. Y). Par <fomtom relate• that men ue4 to wear colourel 

,,.,_..,. garb When atan41ag before 11ara. while women would dreaa 1D 

mu•• garb. while atanding before Y•nu. Alli tMt all profit ahoull 

be prohibitel from obJeota of 14olat17 ia also • T•l7 useful law. 

Jor it ma7 ha,..n that a man, poaaeasing eome obJeot oonneote4 With 
Ju_ 

ic1olatq au44enl7 prospers, +Be leing superstitious,( m.ight attribute 

bia proaperit7 to that obJeot. ao also llight others 40 anl error 

wou14 1prea4. Oaoe howeyer all auch olJeota of 14olat17 were 4••

tro7e4. error too wou14 be stamped out. 

!he law of ;> '>1.Y ia aimil•rl.7 clirecte4 against i4olat17. For 

the ouatoa preT&ile4 among the heathen to aaorifice part of th• f1rat 

fruit of treea an4 to eat the reat in the aanotuar"7• llow u eome 

tree• 7ield frui t after t~e firat 7ear. aome after the aeoon4. but 

the maJorit7 after three 7eara the magician hal eome means -- magio 

mean• of ooure• -- whereb7 to aooelerate the growth of the tree. Por 

that reaaon the Torah forba&• the eating of the fruit for the f1rat 

three 7ear8 ao that th• people might not resort to magio. inaemuob 

aa in th• thirtl 7ear th• treea woul4 71el4 their proluot of their on 
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utv••• 

Th• Sabean aleo ha4 another belief which male it neceaaa17 to 

prohibit o,~&,,, or tdaiAi"!Of different 11>eciea an4 grafting o.f tr•••• 

!h•7 belieTel that in orter to make the grafting euocesaful a 

J'OUDS woman 1111.1t hol4 the branch iD her ~ while a man hel4 UDD&tural 

interoouree with her. To 4i•courage that diagrataful practi•• the 

law ha4 to forbid all grafting. It i• olear t hen that auoh appar-
a. •W' ~..) I , Jt \ t V / f 111 II '1 

entl7 unreaaona,le la• ta- I\. waa aotuall.7 foun4e4 upon 1004 

reuon V and still sen• a gool purp~ae. For eTen V 
tod117 (in Ma1monide•' time) 1ome of the ancient 1uperetition1 still 

1i(v,ve. even though in a a711bolio fashion. The mi4•1f••, for ex-

ample, still fumigate t he ohill -- clearl7 a surYival of Uolooh 

worship. It i• therefore neoeasary to adhere atrictl7 to t he !orah 

for the oaaaea t hat haTe oalle4 it into being are etill operati ve. 

(Ch. M) 

III. !he virtue of all laws tending to i mprove aooial life re

quireJ no discussion. It 1•. indeed, self evident t hat to imitate 

God, loTe friend•. protect strangers, rebUke t he wrong-doer, and 

a1e1at t he powerleaa -- ..;:;. of t ::tt h igheil importance for sooi et7. 

llaimoni dee, tbe~efore, dismiaeea thia general principle wi th Tery lit-. 
"tl• 41aouaa1on. 

IV. In thia chapter (18) Kaimonidea haa again recourse to ration-

aliam. 'fhua he explain• that t he aeooal tithe '"" '"'~ b.a4 to be 

spent in Jeruaalem, f i rst to oompel, ae it were, men to give oharit7; 

and 1econdl7 to oement sooial bonds among the peop le who. ooming 

from various parts of: t he country, were heretofore total atrangere. 
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Again .ii ef 1'he11 e•• rt11> _,..,ii.I A•,/~.:!. ;,'>n,pljh.rt,, ,,,~, MCl.J 

.i.t u...u. ~ 3'1 
ba11el UJ>OD the idea that tlie first of eTerything beJLonga to Gol. 

I •ot that Qod neecl• it, but to accustom man to the gjlYing of o~arity 
ancl to climiniah in him the leaire to J>O•aea•• It ill for the reaaon 

giYen aboYe that the prieet reoeiTel certain 1>ortion• from the •urt-
M- &A · 

fioel animal. !he paunch --"ia the fir11t of the in1teetinee; the 

•houllere -- beoauee it ia the first to branoh out c>f the boq; aa4 

the ~aw-bones -- aa they are of the first part of the animal bol7 

i.e. the heal. !he reoital of the first-fruit formula, howeTer, ha4 

a different motiY•· It •a• to plant hum111t7 in thn human breaat, ao 

that in time of 1>ro•perit7 he might remember hie daJrs Of affliiotion. 

The redemption howeTer or eacrifioe of t he first 'Ole>D was lue to the 

preyiou pr1no11>l•, yet horeea ancl oamela were not jlnoludel in that 

la• u the7 were rare in Palestine. But the neck-bJe-ealring of the 

aea waa enJoinecl ao aa to compel ita owner to redeeH it. 

Again, the 8abba•1oal year, ~ubileee, and the JLeaYing of the 

field-cornere ,,~• hal •• their purpose t l.e oulti Tntion of generoa

it7 on t he one han4, anl the actual r.elp of the nee~l.7. on the other. 

these two reason• also aaimated the lawa of ;,11/:,1,l/fn 1 /•t)lfb/'l >l/ 

! or all of these tencl to plant in the hear1~ of aan mero7 anl 

charitableness anl turn him awa7 from the desire to grab, en~o7 and 

poaaeaa. ~hie principle of meroy aleo dictate! tl149 manumiaaion 

of a slaTe who lost a tooth or an eye. "Por it woula be cruel to sub

ject a man to both elaYer)' end diseaee.• Go~l ae this principle of 
~ 

mero7 1• Kaimonicle• caution• against ita indiaorimi1~ate appll .. tion. 

;;:::-::-::::~:::~::::::::-:..::~:::::;;:-:::~:--:::--(- 2--
'rorah ahould therefore haTe forbidden them, aooorcling to Jlaimoa- • 
idea. 
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0 Dl.7 th• wort~ lhoul4 be piti ed b~t not t he guilt7 1911ae Th• guilt7 

ehoul.4 ••tfer and no mero7 should be wasted upon them. 

Y. ID thia ohapter (40) all lawa tending to preYent violenoe 

are treated. .Among othere, Jlaimoni 4es explain• such lawe th• reason 

tor whioh ia obaoure. Thu he tell• ua, t hat t he putting to death 

ot a goring oz ia not to mete out punishment to the aniJDal but to 

puniah th• owner, ao t hat he mfght watch more oaref\1117 the animal• 

belonging to him. 

Th• return of a tinl Jla1moni4•• ezplaina upon an utilitarian baaia. 

"Beturn a fincl ao that when 7ou lose ao rnething it might be return eel to 

7ou.• 

Th• reaaon wb7 the author of an unpremeditated murder return• at 

the leath of t he high-priest 1• as follows: He goea to t he oity of 

refuge so t hat h• might not be a oonatant remincler to t he blood avenger. 

The blood avenger however, forgets hAa own sorrow wt en others are 

aim1larl7 affli otel. &a th• leath of t he high priest evokes the 

g~ateet sorrow ittwill au.rely divert t he attention of the bloocl av;:

.. r from hie own, anl t hat 1• why t he murderer ie allowed to return. 

The n•ok-breaking of t he heifer in oaee tl!e murderer of "'&tatran

r i a not arrested 1• alao rationali~ed by Kaila0ni4••• Aooording 

o him thte oeremo07 i8 onl7 to give publioit7 t o t he oaee so that 
39. 

the aurtlerer might be oaught. 
-------------------~---------------------------------------------~---18 

Thia 18 pure rationalism. Kaimonidea here doea not even pretenl 
to be hieto rioal. 

[ 39 ..... ,~~, 
Th• fallao7 of this ie obvioua. A take• !laimonidea to taek for thia 
pieoe of r ationalism. 
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VI. (Ch. 41) !h• pr1no1pl• underlying all ret ribution 18 the 

".!_~for-ta~..prinoiple. ~o Jlaimonidea it is the moat Just prin- r J 1-'\C..vi._; 
oipl• aa well aa t he moat •ffioient in inhibiting mti-aooial ten-

4eno1ea. Punielnent, however, Ka1monide1 aaya, waa guided b7 four 

rule• or oonaiderationa: (1) Tr.e magnitude of the hal'll; (I) the 

frequenoy with whioh it *ight reour; C ~J the intensity of t he crim-

inal impulse; ( 4) an4 the faai lit7 with whioh t he orice oan be perpe-

trate4. ~hua, for example, a sheep-pilferer had to pay five-foll 

beoauae it ia muoh easier to steal oattle than sheep. A high•~ man 

9D the other hand paid no fine• aa hie task ia eo diffiault. 

That the penaltiee in t he Bible followed the afore mentioned 

oonsiderati~n• 18 Tery olear to Kaimonidee. Thua oapi tal puniellleat 

waa inflicted only in oaaea of great harm Bill i ntensi ty of le•1• na 
aa: i4olat17, inoeet, murder, deeeoration of Sabbath (sinae it att••'• 

t he t heory of oreat1DD ez nihilio), false propheta, man-atealer, eto., 

.f\ ~ ~ wae pronounce& in aaaea where the relation between God an4 m 

man ha4 ~een Tiolate4 and by whioh society did not suffer direotly 

or greatly. Thea• were: eating blood, leaven on Paaaover,~n De.J' of 

Atonement, eto. Petty infringementa were punietable by whipping. 

While t he transgressing of negative oommanda, which do not i nvolT• 

action brought down no punisbment wl:o.tever. Of all t he puniel::ment• 

however, t hat of the ~'~~IP'• or a rebellious elder seems the mo•t 

unJuat and Ha1mon1dea feels oalle4 upon to explain it. •1t ia true•, 

he eaya, "that the Torah must at times 'e amended or part of it held 

in abeyanae. Thi• ho•e.,er must be regulated by an autho~itativ• bo47. 

Othenie• ooafuaion would prevail, the diTine origin of law woull be 

4o ubte4. and ita abrogation would foll~•· A m&D, therefore, who b7 

.1•8'lll•l 1••1• 11 '1:zocgh 



-31-

miegu.11•4 4eede or thought• br1nSSabout such an anarot!fmust be put 

to death -- be hie intention eyer so good. In faot. Kaimonidee oon

tinu••· e•en euoh transgressioaswhioh usually are pun1ahe4 lightly. ah 

ehoul4. in oaee of outright •ilfullneae to un4ermin• the ~orah. be 

•i•itel with 4•at•. B9Doe the exeoution of a rebellioua elder ie 

Juatifiable. 

Th•"Ies talioni•!." also animated the lawe to deatro7 Amale¥. 

The7 were the ~iret to unsheathe the .-.ort aoa they ehoul4 tLerefore, 

edfer for •••r from it. Th• relation• betnen •oab. Amon ao4 Ierael 
~ ........ a ... a-c 

were ••1:91••ii-7 regulated. rhe,;r aotel in a ap 1r1 t of mieerlin••• 

ul for that reaeon marital interoouree wu forbidden W1 th them. 

"? n •• -r • were proYision to k••P t r.a oamp of Go4 oleaa. 

The law of ;ullt AD• waa aleo a generoua one. It ie true u 

the Babbie •&7 that it waa oonoeeaion to passion; but paraaoxioal}7 .. 

it 111&7 eoUDI. it .ifo eerYel a1 a oheok to iaeeion. Ber oaptor 

for example, waa not allowel to oohibit With llltr a aeoona time until 

her mourning perio4 •88 oyer. fbat per1o4 waa entirely 11114er her 

control. Sh• ooull shorten ')\ or extend it. Ber eorrow:tul etate 

howe•er naturall7 atifiel i.eeion an4 rather stirred pit7 in hJIJt ~ 

breast, anl h• waa thua oom~elle4 to subdue hi• desire. It 1• olear 
-t:' 

then that ••en when the ~orah 71•14•1 to h'Dlllll frailty i• did ao on~ 

to aid him. 

TII (Ch. 42) !he lawa treate4 here are those goYerning buein••• 

relationsand property righte. That these ahonll be animated b7 a 

spirit of equit)r an4 ~uetioe ... onl7 natural. Cheating. 1l8U7-. or 

oTeroharging were there!ore depreoate4. Bqutv thue lemanlet that 

an unpai4 watohman ehoula not be 1le14 reaponeible in oue of lo••: 

t i.at a borrower, howeyer, being he ie the eole benefioia17, ehoull 

etand sponsor for all l•••••; ana that a pail watohman or a renter, 



-34-

ahoull onl7 be partly liable 1.e. when t ee fault was t heirs. 

It 1• •1m1larl¥ an aot of Justice and mero1' to pay the laborer 

at aun don v • Bot to mussle th• threahing benet 1• 

lit.ewie• an ezpreaaion of pity and u a result we have:l.A... 

IJ It nn /< '>. !hat a father, boweYer, ehoull be allowed to lea•• 

hie propert7 to hie ohildren <-ie not so much an ineta:i oe of Juetioe \ 

.t.""tero7 •• a lob•• to gi•• a man an incentive to work and produoe. -But it wae pure loye that allowed th• first-born to take two »&rt•• 

Jor 1Da81Duob aa ~· wae firat to be lovecl that mark of dietinotion 
40 

eboull be ezpreeaecl in a tangible faabion, 1.e. a double ebare, 

VIII (Ch.4!) reatiTala. !he reasons for the festivals are 

part}3 bown ant partly not. 

them: 

..imonidee, however, discueeee all of 

Sabbath ha8 a two foll purpoe•: to ,, 
tbea belief in~oreatio~ ez nihilo. 

D~ of Atonement: bold• out to the sinner the hope of forgive-

De88e 

Paeeover laata a week -- •aa aeven la:-th• mean between the 

eolar day and t~e lunar month. 

reast of Weeke is :be day of giving of !orah. ADI, .. it ie 

ve~ be lo Ted upon ua, we oount 'tme t •P• -- aa lovera do --"'-
41 

elapsing between it an4 passover. 

The unleaYene4 bread ie eaten for seven ~a so that their 

reaeon might become well known. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------40 

Thia 11a7 haTe been an outgrowth of Semi tio ouetoa 11h1oh allowel 
the eldest eon to aaeume charge of the whole househol4 -- inoluding 
hi• own ••1;•[11• ~~~ . 
41 

Here ae well as in other plaoee Kaimo614es aimpJ.7 rationali•••• 

' 
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llaophu -- to rouae the people and ~rn them of tl:eir fate• 

to b• eealel on Yom Xippur • 
• ~eaet of !abernaolee .&. for re~oicing. Pall 1• the natural 

••••on for it, aa the ha~eet is alwaya a period of eiaaneaa. 
'"" .. •oreoYer, Pall 1• the eeaaon most auitecl for dwelli~ooth, .. 

it ie neither too hot ·nor too cold. Of course, suoooth .. 

well aa PaaeoYer alao teachee: Belief in God and Bia proYil

enoe aa exemplifiel in the Bmclu from la'Pt anl in the wild• 

erneaa; encl good Yirtuea n&!!jel7, to remember while in proe

perit7 the bi ~terneea of the past. 
,, 

~Y'' i• to complete encl rounl out the feetiTitiee which coull 

not be clone in the suooah but in the spacious hocea. 

The four apeoi•• are used on suoo~th for this reason: •1 belieTe 

that the four apeoiea are a71Dbolioal expreeeiona of the re

~oioinga of Israel when the7 went forth from a plaoe of no 

eeel, Tines, pomegranate• or water to a 

ancl riYera. In order to remember this we take the moat 

pleeaant fruit of the land, the moat fragrant branobee, the 
41 

moat beautifUl lee••• acct the ohoioeitherb••· .. 1monidea 
~ 

apparer.tl.7 ia not aatiefied with hie own a71Dboliem and trie• --
g1Tea better reaaona: 1. the four apeoiea were most plant-_ ...... _..-__ 
iful in Paleatine an& ooull ea1il7 be procured b7 all, 2. The7 

haTe a good 111>pearance, being green1 3. '?be7 keep fresh for 

aeYen d&J'8• Th••• reasons lD87 be true, at least, as far .. 

I am ooncerne • But true or false -- the method Kaimonilea 

at an7 rate, a olaim upon science. 

-------------------------------------------------------------
Ae for JIG'Self · I fall to aee the -rmb~liam - /}~ . 



-36-

IX. Ch. 4') 

All th• laws inolu4e4 here baye but one purpose. i.e. to pro-

mote belief in Qo4. Aa p-a7er. atu47. md bene4iot1 on are maaifeatl7 

ooDduo1Y• to the eatabl1& ing of so.ob a belief. lla1mcm 14e1 ol>ooae1 

not to 4well upon them. 

Xe (Ch. 4t6) T•ple Cult8*. 

Tb• llount-~1ah. the future temple eite. waa not chosen b7 &bra-

~ w1 thout pi r poae. It wae aimed sgainet t he heathen. 

olaime4 their religion fm m Ule mountain topa. Abraham. therefon, 

aaoen4e4 the high•e:t moa.nta1D in the v1c1nit7 to outdo them b7 tu 

proolamation of hi• C1F n Go4. 

! h• sanotaa17 wae looate4 in the west end of the Temple •• .. 

to indicate that Ial'991 did not worahip t h• sun. 

!he temple aite WU nn·..-et· iD,• the Bible but WU 1pokea of &I . ----,, ,,~, >•JC •tp•P '>>' -- for three reaeone: 1. so that the~atione lllight 

not aeek to oonquer it. 1. That ite poaeeaeora 41efigure4 it not; 

3. That t he tribea might not fight among t t emeelYee for ita poaaea1ioa. 

It waa for thia laet reason that the building of the Temple waa de

l~ed till the reign of Solomon. a man able to quiet all intertribal 
425 

trouble. 

Al the heathen• built tempele to idols the Jewa were com-

manded· to build one to the onl7 God. ID ita Bol7-of-Boli•• waa 

placed t he ark containing the two tablet1 of atone. Th• 114 of the 

ark bore two Cherubia for obyioua reasons. In the first place, to 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

the three reaeo oa b•tr&7 a lack of histcrioal insight ..... 
conception of the Bible heia not a together wroag. at leaat 
in hia t hird reaeon. Tb• firet two howeYer are J198ril••- ...... u.........,._ 

p > 
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repudiate the SabeaA theory that their 14ola aod aeherabe were 1n

fluenoe4 bl' the upper sphere wherefroa t i.e7 reoeiTed the ;power to 

inepire prophets. The Cherubim, thue proTel that God ia th• ruler 

of th• universe an4 that the meesenger of his iDSf iration are aagel1. 

Two Cherubim, howeYer. were uae4. ror had one been employ.a, it 

might haT• been identified 111 th God. 

!he oan4~e-atiok burning befo.re t he Art ha4 the funotion ·af 

adding ~o the beaut7, honor and dietinotioD of the plaoe. 

!he table of the •ehow bread• haa no plausible reason, at i.aat 

aa far aa Jlaimonides is concerned. 

lewn atones were reJeoted for altal'purposee beoauae .... ~ •• , 

v..•4 b7 t he heathen. 

!he lawe prol ibiting a foreigner, a non-priest, 111lol ... ~ 

and drunkard from ooming near t ! e altar had the purpose of ..S.elag 

respect for the Temple. !he same reaeon made it neo•••8Z7 '9 •t.. 
tac~distinotion and importance to the priests and aleo to a .... a 
from them pUGotiliousneee, oare, perfeot health and aobriet7. 

The frankincense was burned to do awa1' with the bad odor. ~ 

came f rom t Le ebamblee. 

in order to magnify the imp~rtanoe of t C..e place wl:enoe it 1••

The aanointing oil was used malnl7 to impreee t he 
~ 

make ti.em believe that.annointed objeot or person wae divinel.7 ~~ 
~ " ., 
tinguiehed. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------· 44. 

Thia 11 a remarkable chapter. It abounds in both fgll7 an4 wi~ 
dom. Thu, for exaple, the· explanation of .,,,.,,, "*"•• ''-" 1

•
1 • 

ie indeed noteworth7• so aJ so ie t he reason for t be ezisteno• ot a 
friestl7 clan with ite qualifications. All these were meant to S.. 
preee and to dign1f7 t he whole temple . !hat this waa their purpo• 
mB.¥ well be aecerta1ne4 from t he init1ato?'7 oereme1: iee of all ~ 
itive, and of so me modern, religions. Theee are cocfeaee417 1at ... 
de4 to overawe and impreea. Eguall7 significant is Ma1mon14••' Iii
mission that he aan not explain tte /ttJ:tv ml tt.e ••••4!' 
1'bie rather tende to ehow the•·'• rationalism had limit• whiela Jae 
not wish to overleap. 
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%1. (Oh. '6) lerYioe ant Sacrifice. 

A• eaorifioee were in realit7 a oonoession to an old eeta•l iehe4 

ouetom. they hat to be regulated atrictl7. That is to say, the7 had 

to eer.e the purpose t t ey were tolerated for. low. as the ouetom 

to worehip sheep. goats and ho rned cattle was yery prevalent miong 

the heathen~ Qo4 eaw it fit to ·OOJlllD8DI Ierael to bring eaorifices 

from theee t hree a»eciea onl7. Thua f or example the Paact al lamb ••• 

eaorificel in ~t to pr.)teet against the ~tian cult object.---

sheep. Another reason w~ only t t ese t hree species were uae4 aa sac-

rifice waa beoanee they abounded in t he land. Poor people, bow-

eyer, were given the privilege of aaor1!1cing el.ther fowls or bakery 

pr epnrationa. But t lie sacrifice. at all times. wae ragarde4 ae a 

vol untar7 affair. a man being held Just as righteoua eTen t hough be 
•6 

brought none. 

LeaYen and honey ~ere excluded from the sacrifice beoause thee• 

were uee4 by the heathen. But ae aalt was not used b~ them. it 

wae reoolDI!'leoded to f orm an integral par t of ever7 Jewi•b aaorifi oe. 

The ineietenoe t hat eaorificea be f'ree from blemish and taint-

euch as the ~of a h1ero4ule or • odomite -- was no 4oubt , 4ue to 

t he fact t r.at the sr c~1f1cea were ostena1b~ bro ught to God. to whom 
~ 

t he pr oper respect must be shown. For thatAreaeon t he sacri f i ces ha4 

to be •kinoel and oleanaed and unoircumeized or unclean pereone were 
I 

forbidden to parto~e of it. 

Th~ prohibition concerning bloo4 ii explained b7 Maimonides in 
(.& 

a brill.litnt manner •• The Sabeane, he eaye, would either eat t he blood 

proper
1

t hough t hey regarded it as unclean, or eat the fleeh around it. 

Thie act they thought would help t hem commune with spirits aDd demons 

wtoee fool ooneieted of bloo4. To ,lrevent Ierael seeking after the 

;;-::-;;~;-~;-;;;;-;;~~;----;~~-~;--;·;~;-;;~;;------;;~x;-;;;~-;---~ 
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help of demons, blood had to be forb i d4en. '!hue do we find that tbe7 

were forbidden to eat blood; to eat around it -- fo1r t }1e blood h'f~q 

be poured out - - an4 t hat tte bloo4 waa uee4 for fo'i~\;ti~:;;aee. V 
~h• qnalit7 of a aaorifio• dependecl upon the 111n. Th• greater 

t he ein -- t'9 poorer was the eaorifioe. B7 this 1,rinoiple Kaimoni-

d•• w1ehee to aooount for the great T&riety of eao2~ifioial objeote. 

ID thie he suooeeb T•9r7 well. Aa an illustration we might tat• the 

eaorifio• of a "1uepa ote4 •0-11• -- it 1r1ie oomman4ct4 that her aac-

rificee should be of the poorest qualit7, i.e. plajln barle7 without ._ 

oil or inoena• -- beoauee her aot waa T&r7 4isgraooi'ul. V 1 CLW 
Th• reaeon wlq all ein offering, whether for 1;he indiTiduale 

or the oommunit7, were alW&i'• he-goete, wu beoauen Israel paeeio•t•-

17 won•1ppe4 th• "eatJTe•. JI•)'"" 1W•9r7 ein-offerjlog, therefore, -
was burned ontaide t he camp an4 not upon thealtar. Thie because t he7 

were not thoroughl.7 aooeptable to 004. '!he soapef~at too was not 

b11%"De4 but wae oeokbro~en in a wnete land far from the habitation of 

the people. 

Maimonidee ie puszled wb7 win• ... allowed to be used in eao

ri fi oee einoe heetben also used it. Another perao1~, however, aug

geeted t he following re .. on to bill: "'lb• beet food for the appetitiT• 

faoult7, whioh originate• in t he liver, ie meet; ~Lne ia t he beet 

eupport of the Ti tal faoult7, which n sea in the h11art; while 11Uio 

eoothea beet t he ;a1ohio :taoult7, which dwells in ·t t e brain. The 

eacrifioe, therefore ta4 to inclUd• all the three.• 

XII (Ch. 4~) !J.awa of!~ and Tohorah.~ 
The lewa of def1lementan4 p~rifioation. llaimon14ea ayers, ••re 

intended to lessen t he burdens of t he people. ?he Sabeana. for inst-

ance, would burn their ohildren, burn eTe~hing t 'bai a menstruating 
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woman touohe4, isolate her oompletel.7, an4 deolar• every barber un

clean. But the Jew• ha4 muoh easier burdens. A sacrifice of 4oYee 
af'k: 

re4eeme4 the oh114; a Mnetruating wo-n - forb144en to 09pulate 

with her huaban4, and the laweof defilement and purifioation were 

mainl7 reatrioted to the temple and not to evel47-481" life. 

Thee• lawe, moreover, reall.7 served a good purpose. The7 oaueet 

the people in the fi-rat plaoe, to ehun all that is naturall7 ugl7 

and exeorabl•• The7 raiee4, further, reepeot for the temple. Yor 

were a man allowed to enter the temple at an7 time and inVetate of 

mind or bod7, he would soon depreoiate eyen the Holy of Boliea. The7 

again, traine4 J•ople to reepeot oldand time-honoured ouetom. And 

the7, final.17, rendered eae7 ae we haYe ehoWD aboYe, of fulfillment 
J -

of certain la••• 

The length of th• perio4 during whioh a ~•reon ie declared de

filed 4epen4e4 upon the frequeno7 of the eouroe of defilement. Th• 

more frequent 1t ... the longer and the harder waa t l·.e period and 

means of purifioation. ComiD.g in oontaot with dead bodiee ie 

most common and the period of defilement ~therefore aeYen da7a anl 

the means of purifioation -- the a.ehes of the red heifer, a difficult 

meane indeed. On aooount of t h ie the priests, whose eervioe in the 

temple ..-Sreatl7 needed, were atl'io'17 enJoined not to oome in con-

tact wi th deat bodiee, exoept in yery urgent oaeea. 

of ten impoaeible to avoid entering the temple if a state of defile-

ment, he-goats were eaorifioed on the IJ.•'> ,., "~" and on new-
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1oon1 to atone for that UD1ntent1onal sin. 

lla1mon1de• 41eoar4e the hagadio rea1on for the uae of oel.ar 

~racohe•, ~•ap, and or1meon-oolore4 t hread that were uaecl in pur

Lfioation prooeeae•• But oo .. ea1e1 that he ~owe no reason that 

light aoooUDt for these praotio••· Thi• oonfeaeion 1• a1gn1fioa1't. 

It •hows that Mailloniclee di& not want, atleaat oon1oional7, to rat

lonalise when h• laokel hietorio data. 

lIII (Oh. •e) Di•ta17 Lawe. 

llaiJDonide• oontenda that th•~dieta17 lawa were instituted for 

health purpoeee onl.7,'1ooo:rd1ng to him all forbiclden animals are nat-

nrall.7 harm~ foo4-•t1lffe •• ~· llei;v eyen be Bail about porke 

ror it oontaina too muoh moisture and too 11a117 1uperflui ti••· were 

pork, moreoYer, allowed the Jewieh homea~market plaoea would reaem-
47 

ble thoee of the rrenohmen. Similarly, the fat at the intestine• 

retard• digestion. !he aame 1• true of blood and oaroaaae1. Th• 

olean animals, on the other hand, are uoiYeraally reocgnizea .. 

beet sui ted for fo ~d an4 health. 

Th• prohibition to oook ant eat cent and milk together wna UD-

4oubtedly due to health ooneideration. Maimonidea aleo think• that 

t hat prohibition was directe4 against an idolateroua iractioe wbioh 

waa performed on aaored 4a7s. H• infera thie from the faot that the 

inJuotion ·~' •1 ~ ~ U:lt x'1 follon oloee upon that of the fee-

ti•• 4aya. 
~ 

But ae be haeAparallela for it in the Sabean oeremoniea, 

he 4oea not preaa hie point. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------46 --There ia hardl7 any nee4 to point out that •· here wiehee to 
aooount for t he yar1et7 in the meana of purification and the ezten!:;, IA 
of the perio4. Hie reaeonf.1 howeyer, are not of the beat. »•la•• • o ·v 
ha4 nothing 'to 4o with t he t.;~queno7 of 1ouro e. It wu more guile& • 
b7 qualitative t r.8* quantitl'f'e oonaideration. 
'' -- The danger of rationalism is ev! dent here. People eat ham to
day an4 yet manage to keep the~r homes and streets olean. 
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Pit7. aocorcling to llaimoni dea. ie at t he bottom of t he lawe le

maading t hat animala be elaughtere4 in the easiest wa7; that mother 

and offspring be not kill ed in t he same 4q; and that t he mot her 

bird be 4riYen away before its fleclgelings are nppropriate4. 

Unolean fo od, howeyer. may be regarded aa forb i dden to a part

ioular person when made so t hrc#kh a yow. '?he YOW in mch oaaea 

is regarded valiA ao ae to aoouatom people to exert aelf-oontrol. 

But in the oaae of dependent women the bYow m&1 be invalidated. 

!hi e ie ao beoauee they are more 1mpula1Ye. 

Th• virutee of t he Baaarite lawe are selfevident. !he7 leat to 

abetemiouaneae from drillk. a habit deserving indeed t o be encourage& 

b7 all. 

XIV (Oh. 49) J'orbi4den ma_;riues. 

BYe17 man needa friends. ID faot. t he greater part of hi• life 

1• spent in oultiYating friendahpis. Xhese are moetly to be f ound 

among near relativea. The oonaciouaneee of kinship serves ae a boncl 

to tie all thei r i nterest• together. Anyt hing. t herefore, that 

might endanger that bonl should be diaco uragel. Illioit interoourae. 

i naamuob ae it t hreatens to disr upt family life, ie oonsequentl.7 far

bidden. Of oourae. t here are ot her oauees too. ~ illegitimate off

spring for example i s usually ostraci zed and is thue made to suffer 

t hrough no fault of hie own. Promiaooue icteroourse tends to in

oreaee the sexual passion -- a t hing that ought indeed, be aYoide&. 

And finally. a l i fe of lioenciousneae would ucdoubtedl7 endanger ! he 

amicabl e relations of eooiet7, IA aooount of the foregoing reaeona 

t he law forbcde all free intercourse and laid down the foundation• of 

the ~eneficial instit ut ion-marriage. 
- J 
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!o eateguart thie inetitutioa man7 "feno••" had to be ereote4. 

lhe prooedure in the oaee of a •auepeote4 woman• ie one of t hem. 

Women being naturall7 mo4eat woul.4 i ndeed fear that publio ordeal 

great17 an4 would strive to attain aorupulot18 ohaetit7. certain other 

marriagee, furthermore, ha4 to be 4eolare4 inoeatao,... ror .. re 

marriage, tor ezample, allowed between near relation•. muoh forni

oatioa would reault 1naamuoh .. ma07 _ ~11tttee are aooor4e4 them. 

Agata auoh marriage• would, to 88iJ the leaat, appear ehameleaal.7 Yul

gar. Thea• two ooneiderat1ona naturall.7 le4 to t he prohibition of 

ooneanguineoua marriages. 

croaaing animal•, or a07 aot that might lea4 to it, baa been for

bidden mainl.7 beoauee it might les l to immoralit7. 

Koralit7, that ii to B&J', the desire to deorease sexual paaaion 

ma7 also have been a faotor in the eetabl1shment of t he oeremo07 of 

oiroumoi sion. ror thia operation unquestionabl7 weahens t he organ 

and natural17 diminish•• luat. Thi e reason, however, ie onl7 seoon

dar;y. fhe real purpose of oiroumoieion •87 ha•• been to_grant a 

group of people, bound together b7 a ooimton belief in the unit7 of 

God, eome }>h7aioal SJmbOl which might ser.e aa an emblem of recogni

tion. ;hereb7 a powerful. eolidarit7 would be built up among them 

whioh would resul t in the welfare of all oonoernea. 

Th• oeremony ie performed when t h• ohi14 ie small lest h• die

penee with it w~en grown ut• The pain, moreo•er, i• not 10 intense 

at that earl7 stage of t he ohild'• life. An4, laatl7, the paren-

tal loYe, ttt: that t ime, ia not aa 7et firm17 rootea, at leaet not iD 

t he father, and the7 will allow t he ohild to be eubJeoted to ao .. 

pain. 

~l!e ohild, of oouree, must be at leeet eight 481'• 014 before 
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th• oeremo117 oan take plaoe. Pric)r to that it oan har4l7 be oalle4 
4'1 

a li•ing being. ID faot the same ie true of ea1mal eaorifio••· 

llarriage. moreOYer. must fulfill t he funotion imposed upon it 

namei,. "to inoreaee and to multi'p17•. Suoh marriogea, therefore. 

that would fall ehort of thie req1uirement are etriotly forbidden. 

ancl henoe ).l9\I Jth:>J,X.>"l-ytiJ• were rigilly exolncle4 from God'• 

oongregation. 

COUOLUSI2!• 

ID s1DDD1ng up I wiah to state thm~t I heart111" agree with rq teacher. 

Dr. Beum&Jfk on the great bietori~t Talue that th• atteaptSof Ma1mon-

Uee ha••· It 1• true that he i:iatiooalisel ••en more extensiTely 

than any 'Jf hie precleoeaaore; that hi• rationalistic reaeona ont-
48 • 

number h i e historical reason• by the ratioa of S:l; and that he ie 

lacking in defini teneaa and detajll. But it ia equally true that 

he was aleo the first to appraaob th1• aubJeot from a aoientifio 

point of view an4 to provide poe1~er1ty with a method that baa pro•e4 

ao · helpful in recent years. Un:tortunatel7 be wae hampered by many 

41ff1oultiea: the beliefe -Jf hie time, hi• OWD t2:'ac11t1onal biae anl 
~ 

lack of data. When •• take thes11 into oonsideration we are at 

t imes wonderatrio1ron at ti.e gen:iu of bimoniclea. a geniua '1111cb 

----------------------------------------------------------------------,., 
rhe 1nfereaoe might be drawn here that ciroumoieion 11 really a 

•acrifioial rite, 1.e. "pdle pro toto•. 
48 ~ __ 1 •J'1,.-,,, ;,~ 1,.n pt,n ,iJJ'il.3-.1t'Jne,>••1t"' 

Bationalistio"acoountm.u •• '>•'l,J'll,/i>>1> .n•e 1 ~ ,•~ ~-- ,., 
.l~I it'>•.,, •• ,,,, ,;>,•ta, ;>a•,~- i>'>4'Y , I ll 

Hietorio reaeo u JI ""I J t J • 1 w , CJ 1 • .') , JI• ~ '> 3 , ,, ':. l JI 
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ga•• hiJI the power to tranaoend now aid then all obetaolee and to 

h.. for h1m1elf and tboee desirou• to follow him a newer and better 

path. auoh a path indeed, _he hewed when1~1rst introduced the methOll 

of oomparat1T.e religion. It ie not the method alone, howeyer, that 

ie of hiatorio importanoe to ua. Ite impliontiona, to be sure, are 

of no less moment. Por these auggeet that Kaimonidea had accleer 

oonoeption of evolution, yea, of eTolution even in matters of re

ligion. Of oourse, hia ~traditional bias did not allow him to oar17 -out hie t heoriea to their l ogical conclusion -- the abrogation of 

the effects when t he oauaea for their existence had diaapp6are4 

-- but that doea not, in the least, lessen the aignificaloe wbioh 

Kaimonidea oonoeption haa for ua. Por he invests, as it were, the 

anti-ceremonial tendencies of Reform Ju4aiem with all the dignity 

of leerning and authority. '?o lo•• God, acoording to him, means not 

doing for, but knowi ng, God. We differ from him onl~ inasmuch ae 

we da~e incorporate our theories in life. But then this difference 

does not reccwe us far from him. Bad he lived today, I venture to 

predict, or had not been beset by t he obstacles I allude.d to above, 
~ ~ 

he too would not ha•e objected to being olaeeed among t he leadera 

of Reform Judaism. Way more, he might eagerly have sought, to 

deserve a ni ohe among them. ------------

168fit2 
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