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I• G~ IftllODUC'l'IOB 

!'be aplrlt Gr genulae 'beneTolenoe,anillatlng t!M hearts of 

aen, fonaa on. ot the baaea of btm•n cl•iliaation. llank1n4 

aohieTes true progress on17 1n proportion to the degree in which 

a ainoere regard tor the well-being of hie tellow-man toraa a 

motivating principle in the lite ot eaoh individual 1n soolet7. 

Buman adTaDO•ent is to be M&aured not in tel"IU or SaproTed 

methods of ettloieno7 per ae, but rather ID terma of the en4a 

and aima toward which that inereaaed etticienoJ 1• to be 41rected. 

The d1atrlbut1on ot the products or Bature 1• of ~Ten greater 

importance than the meana 91111>l0Jed to obtain them. 

It la adm1ttedl7 true that the ideal economic •J•t- is ane 
no 

1n which there would be/preaaing need tor beneTolenoe. B•r• I 

uae the term •benevolence• 1n ita narrower aenae, referring to 
-

the actual gS.ving of cbar1.t7. Under &n.J •J•t- of eoona.J or 

government there 1a need or bene•olenoe 1n 1ta larger s1gn1tlcan.oe, 

the ezercise of •'JllP•t)Q an4 underatandlng between individuals 

Sa societJ. llanld.n4 baa not 7et achieTed auch an ideal state, 

and it la difficult to oonceiTe ot any organisation or large 

groups of people which will obviate the need or succoring, and, 

1n certain caaea, ot maintaining those either temporarilJ or 

permanentlJ unable to take care ot themael•ea. "The poor 

will alwa7a be with ua,• i:a an ancient Jewish sa71ng, and u 

long aa the atatement holds true, it behooTea the more 

fortunate member• ot aocietJ to share with _..._ -... • . bleesinga 

which Bature intended should be bestowed upon all •nklnd 
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without diaor1alnat1on. 

The hiatOrJ of world bene-.olence would fora a aoat taaolnatlng 

atudJ,, albeit a Y&at and prodigloua one. It tcmu an integral 

part of aociologr,, the general atu47 of man•a relation to .an. 

Bowever,, our purpoae 1n thia preaent work la ~o clla~uaa on17 

tbe apeclrloall7 Jewiah aplrlt of benevolence, eapec1.all7 aa 

it la reflected in thoae aeotlona of the varioua law cod•• 

which deal with the aubjeot. Such a cllecuaalon la 1Jlpoas1b1e 

without an lntroductQrJ trea~ent or the general princlpl•• 

un4erl7lng Jewlah benevolence. Indeed, aa the reader will 

aoon aacertaln tor hSJuell,, one cannot treat the subject or 

benevolence 1n the Codee without rrequent reterence to the 

prlnclplea laid down in the Bible and Talaud, which form their 

aource and 1.napiratlon. All prlnclplea merel7 adumbrated 1n 

thla introduction will be dlacuaaed 1n more or leas detail in 

the main bod7 of the paper. 

Cbarlty,, while not an ezclualvel7 J~wlah Tirtue, la none­

theleaa a apeo1tlca117 Jewish 1mperat1ve. While other oulturea 

and rellglona aa.7 have occaaionall7 recomaended benevolence 
a 

to their adherents,, Judaiaa made the practice ot obarlt7/un1-

veraal.17 hllll•n obligation,, as binding, aa,, if not more bind­

ing than &DJ other divine O,_an4e Charlt7,, rrma the Jtnrlah 

point ot l"lew, waa not a favor, which alght be withheld,, lnlt 

a mandatol'J obligation,, apr1nglng rrca el-ntary conaldera­

tiona of juatlce. All were ezpected to contribute, even _tb9 

poor man who waa him.aelt auatained by the c~al tunda. 
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It waa a poaitlT• c• and to giTe to the poor that which he 

lacka and that which waa 1n the power ot the g1Ter to giTe. 

An1one who aeea a poor man an4 doean•t giTe Tiolatea an •••D 
aore welghtJ prohl~ition.l Thia 1njunotio~ found it• baaia 

1n the belief' that all gooda belong to Ood• and that their 

bmlan poaaeaaora are aerelJ the cuatodlana. In the worda ot 

the Pa•lmiata •The earth ia the Lord'•• and t~ rul.neaa 

ti.reot; the world. and the7 that dwell therein.2 Ju.at aa 

ti. poor un ia dependent upon th• rich man'• bount7. ao la 

the rich man depend.mat upon God'••~ The poaaeaaion ot ez­

oeaai•• wealth waa conaiclere4 a aiaappropriation or God'• 

gitta. The poor were considered the special war4a ot God. 

God atanda at their right aide and will oppress tboae who 

oppreaa tbal. OD the other hand• God la .. rclrul to thoae 

who ahow merc7. 

Deapit e thla 9111>haaia upon the right of all to ahare 

God•a gltta. Jewlah beneTolence ••• not c0111111Untatic 1n out­

look. The thrittJ• intelligent. induatriou man waa to haTe 

hla juat compenaationJ the poor man waa to be aided to la­

proTe h1a condition with the ultimate aim of aelt-..alntenanee. 

BTen the moat Tirulent anti-Semite' auat admit that tbe 

Jewa aa a group haTe ahown an extraordinary leaning toward 

worka of beneficence. Perhaps th• notion preTalent aaong 

many poorl1 intol'llled people that all Jewa are wealthJ haa 

ita origin 1n the care which Jewlah comnmitiea haTe alwa7a 

taken to proTide tor their 1nd1gent aeabera and to protect 

them from undesired publicity and humiliation. 
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Another underl71ng principle of the Jewlah benevolent 

aplrit ••• the bel1et that both riches and povert7 were in 

the nature ot divine teats ot man• a character. God teata 

the poor man to aee how he will take hia povert7. It he 

bears it with patience and fortitude, h• •111 receive hie 

reward both in thie world and in the world to ccme. The rieh 

aan ia teated to ••e what uee he will make ot h1a wealth. 

It u gives charltJ with good grace, he retains hi• ~one7 

ln thie world and receives the principal in the next. Thu.a 

doea he eave hiluelt tre1n perdition. On the other hand, it 

he doee not give, h1a riches will depart.4 

A further aotivation ot Jewish cmrit7 la7 in the idea 

ot a wheel ot fortune conatantlJ revolving in the universe. 

The poor ot toda7 are likel7 to be the rich ot te1norrow, and 

vice verea. Tberotore, treat the poor aa 7ou woul~ have h!a 

treat 7ou, were 7our respective poaitiona revereed. While 

thia principle la not perhaps aa altruistic aa ae1ne ot the 

others, inasmuch aa it le motivated to a certain extent bJ a 

det1n1tel7 practical conalderatlon, it yet emphaeizea the 40D­

viction that it la to a large extent onl7 mere chance that 

ha• made one group ot people rich and the other poor, and 

that there 1• no other eaaentlal d1tterence between tbea. 

The Bible and Talmud abound in praiae ot and aotlvatioaa 

tor the practice ot benevolence. CbaritJ aavea t'J-Clll death, 

inaurea lite eternal. D ill ever comes trcm giving. Rlghteoua­

neaa finds its moat practical expression in the doing ot 
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obarlt7• A religion without charitJ la no better than 

athei... Vnoh•ritableneea le likened to idolatr, and JIUl"dar. 

CbaritJ ia the greatest of all the llitsToth. inaamuoh ae all 

the other Mi tsvoth are included therein. Chari tJ ia JIOPe 

1aportant than all the eacrit'ic••· Whereas aacr1t1oea atone 

tor Ierael alone. charity atonea tor all ••nldnd.e Iarael 

aa a people ia to be rede911184 onlJ through the practice of 

beneTolenoe.6 

lfbroughout the h1etor1 ot Jew1eh benevolence. emphaeia 

was lald upon oonaideratlon tor the f'eellnga of' the poor. 

He wu not to be buailiated or degraded. lfelther waa he to 

be pauperised. He waa to be aaaiated. rehabilitated. Today•a 

cr1 ta merel1 an echo of an old lewieh principle& •Bot pauper­

isatlon. but the aeane of acqulrlllg a livelihood.• The Jn­

lah law recognised the element of aercy an an integral part 

ot the principle ot juatlce. '!'here wu no branding. no 

cruelty. no degradation. auoh aa tor instance are reTealed 

1n the Bnglieh Poor Lawa. The etranger and sojourner among 

the Jewa were to be taken care of' along with the resident. 

native poor. The dutJ of visiting the alck and burJing tb8 
,, 

dead extended to non-Jewe having none to care tor th•· A 

higher type of' benevolence than the mere giving of aoneJ to 

proTide tor the 1mlled1ate needa ot the poor. np1~ waa the , 

practice ot 01m1luth Haaadim. kindneaa. personal helptulne••• 

Relief'. according to the Jewish O\)DCeptlon. waa not to 

be sporadic or bapbasard, but organized and ac1ent11'1c. Aa 

early as lllahnaic times, there Ctiated the lnatltutlon of 
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the Gabbai Teedakah (the trustees ot cbaritj. Jewish 
' organized cbaritJ is thua seen to be much older than Chriat1an1 

indeed, it ia an eetabliahed tact ot histol"J that the ancient 

Mosaic poor lawe ot the tithe, etc., formed the basis ot earlJ, 

organized Christian charity. 

Yet deapite thie .aphasia upon a eyat .... tic handling ot 

th• probl .. , traditional Jewiah benevolenoe alwa1• retained 

autticient ap1r1t and spontaneity not to becOlll9 1nat1tution­

al1aed 1n the derogator1 aenae 1n which we uae that term todaJ 

ae regards the diapenalng ot charitJ . 

Another feature ot Jewish charitJ waa its all-1nclus1ve­

neas. Dr. Kautw•nn Kobler, 1n hia article 1n the Jewish Bn­

cyclope41a, 11sta the following branches ot cbaritJ, as 

practiced bJ the Raaid!a in Bastern Burope 1n the eighteenth 

centurJa (1) teed.lng the hungrJ, giving the thirst1 to 

drink, (2) ~lothlng tbe naked. {~) visiting the eick, (4) burJ­

ing the dead and camtorting mourners, (5) redeemi ng captives, 

(6) educating the tatberlesa. (7) endowing poor aaidena. 

Ae to· the type ot benevolence considered the moat 1.llport­

ant, it is impossible to choose ADJ one. Characterietlo ot 

Hebrew legislation, whatever subject which happened to be 

under d1acuaaion at the time was conai dered the moat important• 

We find that feeding the hungrJ, rede-ing captives, endowlng 

orphan girla, showing hospitality to strangers, aetting up in 

buain•••• all liated aa typea ot benevolence to be given pre­

cedence over all others. 

• * * * * * • • 
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With the 41apera1on ot the Jewa to all parts ot th• 

globe, the actual work ot benevolence and charitJ ga1necl ml 

1Jmllenae impetus and ezpana1on. It beome the lead~ c•m1an•l 

activitJ, the corneratone ot the •JD&gogue,ot pra1er, ot 

••nice to God. Bowver, the precarioua nature ot Jewieh lit• 

1n the Middle As•• reaulted 1n a lack ot concentration ot 

population, and therefore prevented the establiabmmlt ot 

permanent charitable lnatitutlona. Proa the aecand centurJ 

to the tourteenth,tmre waa no Jewish c ... • ..uLU 

thousand aouU.7 

The later davelopaent ot Jewish lawa and regulationa 

concerning charity and rellet have tor their heart e.nd aoul 

the icleala and atandarda ot the Bible. Aa the colld.ltiona 

governing Jewlah llte changed, it became nece~sar-y to modlt'J 

and to reinterpret the traditional 1nJunct1~ M~J ot the•• 

had loat all algniticanoe 1n their literal meaning. Others 

had no application outside ot the land ot Palestine. Yet, 

the conscious effort was made in regard to charitJ as well 

as all other Jewish legislation to keep the baalc tradition 

unbroken, to preserve intact the Shalsheleth Haka.bb•lah. 

The rabbis strove to preserve the spirit ot the Moaalc law, 

even it certain details could not be carried out to the letter. 

•• find therefore throughout authoritative Jtnrlah llteratare 

an attitude that la fairly conalatent. 

The laws and general pr1nc1plea concerning beneTOlenoe 

that have come down to ua represent the accnmmlated produota 

ot 110re than two thaa.aand years ot Jewlab llt•. '!beJ include 
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not onlJ the original Biblical 1njunct1on.s • but alao the 

•1ahna1o corpus ot law a• the op1n1ona ot indi Tidual t eacmra 

ot diatinction recorded 1n the Talmud. the decision• ot 

learned bodies in the academies. the enactments ot local 

and district council•• preoepts ot eminent teacher•• answereiil 

by learned acbolara ot queationa directed to them by their 

own or other cc•mnn1t1ea. the hcmiletical and ethical dicta 

ot authors on religious themes, and lastlJ the Codes. 

Th••• Codee tound their ralaon d'etre 1n the attempt 

to s1stematize and interpret the maze ot Talmudic leglal&• 

tlon. The Mlabneh Torah (Yod Baobasaka) ot Moaea Maimonid••• 

written about the end ot the tweltth cen~. reTeala 

atr1k1Dgl.J ad.Tanced thought. Bia treedom. ot 1nterpretat1on 

was attacked bJ the ultra-conaerTat1Tes. but was accepted 

bJ the majoritJ ot the rabble ot hia daJ. M•lmonldea reaches 

a h~ight of mD'•nStJ and ap1r1tu&lltJ without parallel 1n 

aedieT&l time•• and acarcelJ excelled bJ our twentieth 

centurJ dicta.a !he Arba Tu.rim (Pour Rowe) ot Jacob ben 

· Aaher, appearing in the earlJ tourteenth centUl'J• repreaented 

an attempt to bazimonize the various decia1ona and enactments 

atter Ka1mon14••• The Tur. aa it ia ao•tlmea called• la a 

well-planned and organised a7at .. ot leg1alat1on; aubaequent 

cod1t1era followed its general plan ot organisation. The 

Shulcban Aruch (Prepared Table) ot Joaeph Caro (156') tollowa 

the order ot the Arba Turla. aectlon tor aectlon, paragraph 

tor paragraph. 'l'hla excellent work suppl .. nts tm earlier 

product ot ben Asher. and include• the cuatoma whioh had 
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ariaen during the intervening two and a halt oenturi••• 

The Shulchan Aruch remalna to thia daJ the standard law of 

onhodolt Jewlllh lit• wher•••r rabbinical authoritJ baa 

aucceeded ln maintaining itaelt. Ot allloat equal importance 

•i th the original bodJ ot the Shulchan Aruch are the in­

aertiona bJ Rabbi Moaea Iaaerlea, who depict• tor ua~the 

cuat-.a preYalent 1D the Aahkenazic countries ot Germ&nJ 

and Poland 1D h1a d&J. 

The three prlDolpU Codee, illportant though th•J were, 

did not euperaede the Tabawl, which r..ained the tinal ·mnd 

deolal•• authorlt7. BcnreTer, th• poa1t1ona taken by theae 

three autnora 1n their interpretation ot the Talmudic legiala­

tion ••r• accepted aa correct bJ the m.ajorit7 ot the Poalda. 

In addition to the three .. jor Codee, there 119re ADJ 

D1111ber ot leaa autboritatiT• on••• Thea• added little to 

that which ba4 alrea47 been cod1tie4 bJ the three maatera. 

~ng theae leaaer cod•• ahould be mentioned the Sepher 
£ 

BaaicUm (Book ot the Pioua) ot Jehuclah Behaaid, l&lnorat 

Bamaor (Candelabra of Light), which aa the late Dr. B. a. 
Knelow baa conoluaiYel7 proYen, waa the orlglDal product ot 

al-Baqua near the cleae o~ the fourteenth oenturJ, alao tm 

Katteh Koahe (Staff ot Moaea), b7 Koaea ot Prs..al, o. 1600, 
f and the Keil Tzedakah (the Mantle ot Charit7); of Blljah ben 

Solcmaon Abraham Hakohen ot SmJrna, appearing in the earl7 

part ot the eighteenth centurJ • Xention should be made 

alao ot Bachya ibn Pekudab'a Bovoth. Hal•voToth (Datl•• ot the 
Heart) 1n the 

/eleventh centurJ,it tor no other reaaon than tor the 
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intluenoe it had on 3oaeph Caro. and ot Abraham Danzig's 

Hacmath Adaa. The Wisdom ot Man. the latter written 1n the 

earl7 nineteenth oentUl'J tor the purpose ot cod11'7ing _the 

maaa ot material Whioh bad appeared einoe Caro' • work. !'hie 

contain• little or importance in regard to charit7 whioh i• 

not included in the three earlier codes. 

In th1a paper ezt•nal•• uae l!Jill be made ot the works 

ot Jla1aonldea and or Caro. namel7, the Matnoth AniJ1m aectlon 

or the Jliahneh Torah, and the Hllcoth Tzed•kah portion ot the 

ShulohaD Aruch. The &rba Turlm ha• alao been utilized, 

but practicall7 all ot the principles and lawa contained 

therein are to be found in the later ccapilatlon by Caro. 

Al-Baqua•s d'norat Haaaor provided an exoellen~ annnary ot 

all the traditional legislation on benevolence. Prequent 

reterence will also be made to etat ... nta 1n the Bible and 

rabbi.mo literature. !'h••• are included aerelJ to clarlf'7 

and to auppl ... nt; the paper does not purport to benan ez­

hauatl•e atud1 ot 3..S.ah bene•olence aa a whole, but onl7 

as ti-t beneTolenoe tinda expreaalon in the atoremantioned 

three •Jor codes. 
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ll. DBORD8 OP C~I'l'Y 

Perbapa at the outaet it would be well to liat the 

TU'Jlng degree• or cbarit7 aa originally claaaitied by 

Ma•-ollidila. •n4 repeated with onl7 alnor Tar1at1ona bJ bell 

.lab.er am 'oaro. (file prlno1plea are here alightl7 elaborated. 

1•t r•matn 1n the ap1r1t or the original.) 

There are eight degree• or atepa in the dut7 ot cbarlt7. 

The 1'1rat and loweat degree la to g1T•• but with re­

luctance or regret. (~a la the gltt or the hand. but not 

or th• heart.) 

The second ia to g1Te oheert'ully, but not in proportion 

to on•'• aeana or to the 4latreaa or the autterer. 

The third ia to glTe oheertul.17 and proportionatel7. 

but not until aollolted. 

Th• fourth is to giY• oheerrullJ• proport1onatelJ• and 

eTen unaol1o1t•d• bu.t to put 1t 1n the poor man•a hand. th•r•­

bJ exciting 1n h1a the paintul emotion ot shame. 

!'he fifth 1• to g1Te oh•rlt7 1n noh a wa7 that tm 

d1atreaaed a&J rece1Te th• bountJ• and know their benefactor. 

without their being knoWl}to him. Such was t he conduct or acme 

ot our ancestors. who uaed to tie up money 1n the corners or 

their cloaks. ao that the poor might take it unperce1Ted. 

The aixth. which r1aea attll higher. 1a to know tm 

objects ot our bounty. but remain unknown to them. Suoh waa 
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the conduct ot our ancestors who used to convey their charitable 

g1tta into poor people's dwellings, taking care that their 

own persona and names ahould r-a1n unknown. 

The aeTenth, atill more meritorious, ta to bestow cbarltJ 

1n •uoh a •1 that .the benef'actor ma1 not know the relieTed 

persona, nor theJ the naaea ot th9ir benetactora, aa waa done 

bJ our charitable toretathers <luring the da7a when the Temple 

waa J•t atan41ng. Por there •• 1n that holJ builcllng a 

place called the challlber ot the allent, 1r acwn .,~.,., , wherein 

the good 48poalted aeeretlJ whateTer their generous hearts 

auggeated, and trca wh1oh the poor were ..S.ntained with 

equal aecreo7. 

The eighth, and moat aer1tor1oua ot all, ia to aaalat one•a 

reduoed f'ellow-man, either bJ a conalclerable g1tt or the loan 

ot a aum ot mone1,or bJ teaching him ~rade, or by aetting 

h1a up 1n bualnees, ao that he maJ earn an independent 11Tel1-

hoo4 and not be forced to the undeairabl• a1ternative ot 

holding out hi• hand tor cbarit7. Thia la th• h1gbeat atep 

and the awaait ot charity's golden ladder.9 



- la 

I III. 

(Independence) 

Poregle .. a of modern aoclal aerTi.ce approach and technlque 

are to be seen in the mphaala eo frequentl1 given 1n .Tewlah 

benevolence to the 1Dl)ortance of fostering a ap1r1t of 1n4e­

pendence and selt-rellance among those who might otherwise 

slmpl7 •llow themaelv•• to be supported. b7 the cmmnmit7. 

KquallJ advanced wu the prlnclple that rehab111tat1on, r•­

cover7, reconatructlon w•r• to be the desiderata of all for­

mal benevolence. In co-•ntlng upon the verae ln Psalma (.ilal), 

•s1esaed be he who consldereth the poor,• the rabbis taught 

that true benevolence conaiate not ao much in giving to the 

poor u 1n aeeJdng to aolve the probl ... of the poor.lo Thia 

became the ideal of all later .Tewlah phllanthropJ• 

lfhroughout lewieh literature we f'ind the deepeat respect 

paid to the d.1gn1t7 of labor. The statement was made that 

even knowledge of the Torah waa of little value unl•ss accca­

panied bJ work.11 A J1&n should alwa7a strive to the 11m1t or 

hie str~th and abilit1 not to become dependent upon others, 

or upon the ccmmnmS t7. The aagea have aaid that it 1• per­

Jliaaable to desecrate the Sabbath if by ao doing one can ke91> 

himaelf above a dependent atate.18 One who baa fallen ~ 

a former estate should bua7 hiaaelt ln a trade or bualneaa, 

even though it be obnoxloua to h1a.l& •Let h1a fla7 a 

careaaa in the street, but not aa7 to peoples I .. a Cohen, 



a great m, take oare ot me.• The ezaaplea are given that 

among nr sagea • •Giil• hewed wood, other• oarrled beam.a, drew 

water. and worked ill copper. and aa blaokam1tha,ao aa not to 

be dependent upon the oongregatlon.14 

A apeolal bleaaing la ill atore tor tho•• who could take 

from cbarltJ. but buaJ tbelllaelvea and aeek to dlla7 the hoar 

ot their absolute dependence, and live a lite ot trouble an4 

privation ao as not to become a burden upon the oongregatlon. 

Such aa these will not die until t hey are able to nataln othera. 

To them the verae (Jer. 1717), •rraiaed be tbl aan who truata 

in God• ia applied.15 

Recent homeateadlng legislation by Congreaa waa antici­

pated bJ the Talmudic principle that a landowner la to be 

permitted to receive aaalatanoe that will aave him troa 

loa1ng hie property, or from being forced to aell at only a 

traction ot 1ta true worth.16 The Jewi!ab law permitted h1a 

to partake ot the Tithe tor the Poor ( "1~ .,llSID ) up to 

one-halt the value of hia field, or until be waa in a poaitlon 

to aak a titting price tor bis propert7.17 

It la atrongl7 recomnended to the poor and orphans that 

theJ work tor their auatenanne. Thua do the aagea interpret 

the dlct1111 of Joae ben JoohananlB• •Let the poor be meabera 

ot thJ houaebold.• BJ ao doing both the emplo7er and hta 

mploJ•• tultlll 41 vine cmm•ndl.,. He whoa• houae la open to 

the poor at all t1aea lncreaaea merit and good deeda.19 

CollveraelJ all thoae who multiplJ aervanta fot the aeed ot 
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B•) 1ncr•••• a1n and tranagreea1on 1n the world.IO 

In Sepher Baa141a •• t1nd the statement that the h1gbeat 

tn• ot char1tJ 1• that wh1oh aee .. th aa though 1t 1• not 

reallJ cbar1tJ at all. !'b.1.a 1e cona1dered 110at prala.worthJ 

before God. lbmaplea ot this ares U a poor man ha• acme­

thlng to aell, wh1oh no one elae •111 buJ, and JOU purchaae 

1t ot h!a, or 1t a poor mn wi•h•• to write, and no one •l•• 

will hire Ma, and JOU hire h1a and g1•• to h1a the prot1t. 

Such 1• cbaritJ ln lta noblest aenae.21 

• 



16 -

IV. CCllllI8BRATIOB 

Cloaely allied with the policy ot rehab111tating the 

poor and inculcating within him a spirit ot independence. 

are the m&DJ principles which enjoin conaideration tor the 

aena1bil1t1ea ot the untortunate. Charity given with a Ylew 

to humiliating the 1mpover1ahed man ia worae than no charity 

at all.22 It la better to jump into a turnace than to .. -

barraaa one•• tellow....n.sa On the other hand, he who g1vea 

charity 1n aecret la greater than Moaea.24 

Prequently do we tind the injunction that all aaaietanoe 

ahou14 be given with good grace and a pleaeant countenance.25 

An7one who g1 vea char1tJ with 111 grace, even though he 4o­

nate a thouaancl p1eoea ot gold, torte1t~ whatever .. r1t he 

m&J otherwiae have obtained.26 BYen it one baa not the wmre-
poor man 

withal to help :tllll/ one can at leaat comtort him and apeak 
27 to h1Jll words ot encouragement. Indeed. it waa even ·held 

that encouraging the poor waa a greater MitSYah than giving 

to him; whereas . there are six blesainga tor h1m who gives, 

eleven are 1n store tor h1m who encourages.28 

It there is one principle outstan41ng above all others 

in Jewish benevolence it 1• this reeling ot genuine •J11P•t11J 

and coapasa1on tor the unfortunate. "Whoever aocketh the 

poor, blaaphmneth hie Maker.•29 Poverty is conaidered the 
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worat ot all eartblJ 111•1 lndee4 it outweighs all the otmra 

put together. It 1a r-emb•r•d that Job, the olaaaio ezample 

of' an UD.rortunate 1n41T14ual, pref'ernd all .other ouraea to 

that of' poTert7.:soit ia f'orbidden to taunt the poor -.n or 

to ra1ae ane•a Toioe againat hba, f'or hi• heart 1a •oruahed 

and broken,• and auch a heart, Scripture reminds ua, •'!'he 

Lord will not deapiae.• (Pa. 61119)31 

An.1 nUllber of' precautions were theref'ore taken to aaf'e­

guard the f'eelinga of' the poor. A highl.J recmmended ezpedient 

waa to give to the poor in th• guiae of' a loan.38 Thia la 

included in that categol'J' of' oharitJ wh1oh Kaimonidee cona14.ere 

the highest and beet.33 Both the oontut and h1atol'J of' th1a 

paaaage point to the f'act that it ia aot1Tated purelJ bJ oon­

a14erat1on f'or the f'eelinga of' the poor.34 '!'he nezt highest 

type of' charity 1n the claaaif'1cat1on of' Ka1mon1dea waa that 

given in auch a way that tt.e recipient 4oea not know to whall 

he 1a indebted, nor doea the donor know to whom he haa shown 

benevolence.35 The principles lnvolTed 1n both of' these in­

junction• la obT1oualy oona1derat1on f'or the poor man•r,eena1-

b111t1ea. 

Special thought should be paid those who have seen better 

daJ• and are now reduced to poverty. Inaotar aa poeaible, 

he ia to be giTen that to which he has been accustomed, eTen 

a horse to ride upon and a servant to run bef'ore hi.a. It la 

related of the great Hillel that he once acted aa such a 

aervant to a man ao aa to save him •barraa~t and hum111•t1on.38 
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Indeed, one rabbl conaidered hbulell the murderer of a oertaln 

poor man who came to his door and requested food, and when 

given lentils died because hie stomach had become accustomed 

to daintier tare.37 

Likewise is special oonaideration to be given to a poor 

scholar. Honor llSa according to his learning. If he will not 

accept charit1, help him in his bualnesaa aell to h1m at a 

low price and buy f'ram him at a high one.38 

It is a special Kitsvah to give only or one's beat. 

It' one is giving to a house or worship he should do better 

than if he were providing tor his own home; when feeding a 

poor man, he should give of the beat and tastiest f'oods; 1daen 

providing the nee~ with garments, he should give or his 

tinest.39 As stated 1n our Introduction, Jc1ndl1neas 

was conaidered even greater than the glvlng of alma, lnasmuch 

as the tlrat entails the giving or service as well as mone1.40 

In advance even of modern social aerrlce technique in 

regard to conaideratlon tor the teellnga of the poor waa the 

law which provided that it an unknown man comes to one•a door 

and says that he la starving, one la to give to him 1Jlmed1atel1 

without 1nveat1gat1ng whether or not he is an bapostor.41 

However, lt he need.a clothes, it la perm1aa~le to lnveatlgate 

his case (if he be unknown). It he la known, give to h!a 

1mmed1atelJ and don•t lnveatlgate.42 !'he tear that the 

applicant might die or ata.rvation or expoll1D'e before a large 

investigating committee could be aaaembled doubtl•salJ 

• 
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prcapted the statement that only three should constitute 8Udh 

a ccmm1ttee.'3 

It waa the duty ot the diapenaera ot the public charit1 

reaourcea to save the teelinga ot the poor wheneTer and 

wherever poaaible. '!'he story is t old that a distributor waa 

delivered tram th8 bite ot a po1aonoua serpent because he 

414 not mlbarraas a certain povert1-atricken laborer betore 

his h'ienda." 

A o~wi1t, 1• eapec1a111 enjoJ.ned to aha.re the brea11!1.ng 

ot a taat with 1ta poor. Thoae who do not do ao are con­

sidered 11.ke unto llm'Clerera. '5 

The question naturall1 preaenta 1taeltt Did not the 

emph&aia upon the rlgb.ta ot the poor to receive charit1 lead 

to abuaet Un4oubtedl1 it did in certain 1aolated caaea, 

but the advantages ot auch a pol1c1 tar outwe1gb9d 1ta d1:a­

advantagea. Purthermore, to counteract the poaaible evil•, 

theJ>e waa the principle which enjo1ned thats 

Cona1derat1on alao ahould be shown to an eratwhile 

genereua giver, at preaent acmunrhat .. barraaaed t1nanc1all1• 

Such a person should not be importuned or put to shame, and 

the collector who demand.a ot h!a more thm1 he r1gbt~ll1 

can give, will be pun1U.d. BYentuall1 the collector •111 

be brought to the po1nt ot having to borrow troa h!a.'6 

Slmilarl1, despite the regulation that all were obliged 

to give, one was not to importune an extr .. •lJ poor man 

unable to spare a single com. One ahoulcl not even take a 

pledge trma auoh an one, but ahnld give to h!a i111118diatel1• t'7 
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V. llADBR OP COLLBCTIOB AllD DIS'l'RIBUTIOB 

h elaborate •J•tem ot collecting and d1atr1but1ng funds 

for charitJ purpoaea, baaedppon •&rlJ 'l'&lmwll.c leg1alat1on 

was d•••loped bJ the lew1ah oOW11Unlt1es during th8 Jl1ddle 

Ag••· !'here were two tJP•S ot hncla, the Jtuppah and the 

Tamhul. The Jtuppah oonalated ot that charity which we.a 

collected eaoh Br ev Sbabbos and g1•en to the poor in weeklJ 

port1onaJ the Tewlml was collected each day in the torm ot 

tood, tru1ta, and occasionally money, and apportioned to the 

poor in dally allotment•. "8 Malmonldea reaarka, 49 and Caro 

later reiterates the atatement,50 that although there may be 

acne cODlllUD1t1es not having the Tambui,there was none lack1ng 

a Kuppah. And in all places it was the custom t o make daily 

collections to be O.telbuted to the poor on each Brev Sbabbos. 51 

The Jtupp-U, had beocne an established institution aa early 

as the second oentvy c. B.&2 !'he Taahul. was auperaeded by 

other torma ot oharltJ and gradually disappeared ent1rel7. 

The Jtuppah was to be collected by at leut twoP 'l'he Tambu1 

wae to be collected and distributed by three.54 However, 1t 
' 
it were a tait acconapli that the leVJ1ng had been done by 

two, it waa to be acoepted.55 These colleotora, aDlt Gabba!m, 

had to be well-known and trusted indlviduala, and preterablJ 

those Tereed in the technique ot social rehabilitation.156 
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QM -.. Mwrui .ii.al 1lllDt 1tc ~,... to t!:ie ~e ~. -1.--. 

~ was sare u.t t:be ~was tr;;ts~~.sT 

a. 8e11tJeS. __ ,. ~ .. .-s.a~ tt. .. ecla ot ta. 

h1a --·· nae ~ ... h ..it ...i - .-~ p1"1. .... t. 

praeroas.~ waaI.4 take .... or la ~ partt.eUa:r o.a... u 

tih1.a proT94 1.uat'fic.l..U• the ptlblle ~ - ~.• 
TM eollec~a woal.cl pua tibrovgtl ti. c.t.q. aD4 take 1'l'Ca 

each •hai he ball pra.iaed to gi"N. U' the actu&l caah-.. 

not t'ort.becw! ng. a clartnl ~ pledge waa uacted.. SV 

While lt waa pAJ'Wt:aalble to entl"Uat the ~ to the 

~lng or ..... tiarM ._.. neecle4 io handle the problw of' 

Uatrlbdlml.80 ~ fte!m1 ... intended t'or al.1 poor. ~ 

Xuppah cml.J t'or the poor of' each partlcul.ar cit,.61 ~ 

congregation 11&8 g1Ten the prl'Yllep or interchanging tMae 

two tun4a 1n accordance with the -1.genciea of' the hour, •Ten 

though 811Ch perm1aa1cm waa not ezpreaalJ granted at the ti• 

the llOD9J wu collected. A alldlar pr1 Tllep waa granted to 

a respected acbolar.62 and al.ao to tm t~tee hlmael.t.6~ 
However• a cc: •ml tJ could not convert f'wlda let'.t to trtaatMa 

eepeclallJ appointed by the donor t'or a apec1f'1c purpoaa.e' 

ADJ number or precautiona .. re taken to preTent auap1o1on 

aa to ADJ m1aappropr1at1on or charity funda. 'l'l\$ oolleotora 

were not to aeparate one t'ram another during th• campaign ot 

aolicltatlon. aave that one mlgbt stand at the door.while the 

other approached the merchant to reoe1ve hi• oontrlbu.tlon.e& 



- 22 -

It waa even cleoreed that 1t one ot the collector• ahoul.4 

happen to rind a oo1D 1D the aarketplaoe, he waa not to put 

it into hla pocket, but into the charitJ bag. When h• reached 
66 

hl• own haae • he a1ght then take the oo1D unto h!Juelt • 

81.llllar~ • U he reoel ••• traa hla ocmpanion aon•J 1n paJamt 

of a personal debt, he waa to place this also 1n the charltJ 

bag until a110h tiae •• he could ~quire it unobaened.67 

Furthermore, the ooina were to be counted one at a time, and 

neTer by two•a.ae 

When there were no poor 1n 1-edlate need, it ••• pel'mltted 

to the truateea to ob•nge the aone1 ror others, b\lt under no 

oonditiona were they to change it tor themaelvea.69 It waa 

1no1abent upon tm oolleotor• to lend to the tr•UUl'J when 

the latter waa low.70 Llkewlae, they were obligated to re­

place tr.- their own pocket• 110D•J• that had been inadTertent-

17'.l loat.71 

The oollectora were not to be held to atrio' account 

tor their handling of the tunda, but were to be truated.72 

Beverthele••• Caro aaaerta that it la a good pollo11bl' them 

to submit a atatmnent of their receipts and dlaburaementa.'IS 

A abdlar reo~endatlan 1:• to be found 1n the earlier com­

pilation ot Jacob ben Aaber.74 

~eae G&bbala were ueu•llJ -1>era of the Board of the 

Synagogue, and worked in harmoD.J with the President (Parnaa). 

TheJ became dl.tterentlated trmn the 81nagogal organisation 

in the fifteenth centur7. They were alwa1a i'lrat-rate oftlolala, 
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requiring no remuneration. There is no evidence to show 

that the needJ ever ai1':f'ered at their hands.75 

'fhe aot1vitiea ot the GabbaJa embraced all branches ~ 

reliefs visits to the aiok. comfort to the dying and to 

mourner•• education ot the poor. assi•tlng the needy 1n 

buaineaa. eto.76 1'beir position was considered ot such high 

honor that the members ot their family could malTJ into the 

priestlJ oaat.77 It 

It ae... that the poor ot olden times were as dlf f'icult 

to pleaae as are the need1 ot today. We read that the distribu­

tors ot charity were entitled to special merit tor having to 

end~·• the taunt a ot their client a. 78 No doubt the Gabbaim 

took special pains to train th-selves to extraordinary patience 

in order to withstand the complaints ot the unreasonable. 

It waa tbe dut1 ot the Gabba1m to introduce the new 

members ot the ccmmunltJ to the local customs ot benevolence. 

It an individual remained within a particular oomnunity tor 

thirt1 da1s he was obligated to contribute to the Euppah; 

after three month'• residence.he was asked to give to the 

Tamhui; atter sixhlllontha.to the clothing fund; after nine 

montha,to the burial tund tor t he poor.'19 However. it lt 

was the intention of' the individual to take up permanent 

residence. he must contribute lnlllediatelJ to all ot these 

f'unds.80 ID the case of' the establiabment ot a new oitJ• 

each was to make the other donate 1mmed1atel7.8l If' one gave 

' charity while l 1•1t2!;n8 in another citJ. it was counted ~ 

his tavor when he returned to the city ot his residence. 
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Individual travellers were to give to the citJ 1n which 

they were aol1c1ted; the contributions ot groups were to be 

allotted to their native cities unless otherwise apecitlecJ..82 

. ·. 

' . 

' 
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'II. COKCBUING ~ JUST AMOUNT ARD TBB PROPER RBCIPDl'l' 

Both the '1'orah and later Jewish tradition rec01111Len4 

generoaitJ 1n the matter or how nmch should be give to cbarit,. 

At th• aame time, certain reatr1ct1ona were -d• 1n order to 

reduo• th• number or thoae who might themaelvea become public 

obargea becauae or exoeaaive giving. One waa expected to give 

at leaat one-tenth or hie poaaeaaiona in accordance with the 

traditional tithe. Be who 4ld not give a jut amount waa 

conaldered aa though h• had robbed God.ea Acoortllng to 

Abr&b•ma. however. th• tithe'• 1n practice. waa alaoat entirelJ 

voluntar7. Bo congregation even attempted to make it manda­

torJ•M It r-alned 1n vogue aa a personal and tamllJ 1nati• 

tution. eapeciallJ 1n Germma1 and Spain 1n the thirteenth an4 

rOUl"teenth centuries. We are told that Allh6r ben Yechlel 

and his deacendanta practiced the tithe ·s.n. their girt~~ to 

benevolence.85 

Th• giving or one-rtrth or one•a estate waa conaldered 

most generoua. 'l'hla was aet as the extr-• lfalt or one•a 

obli ... tion. 1n order that the donor himself should not coae 

to want.86 Tb.is regulation waa interpreted to mean that one 

ahould/give not more than twentJ per-cent ot hie propert7 

during the tirst year nor ilbre than twenty per-cent or the 

increase 1n subsequent Jears.87 u unable to take care or 
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all the needs ot a poor man, one was to give up to one-titth 

ot hia own eatate, and then aeek to arouse public interest 

1n aupplJing the deticit.88 Thia limitation app,lied onlJ 

dur1.ng the lltettae ot th~enetactor. At . his deiath he might 

bequeath to cbaritJ aa much aa be desired.89 A good under­

standing ot P•Joholog waa eYident 1n the pr1nc1.ple which held 

that it waa bett~r to give one ooln each to ten poor men than 

ten co1n.a to cme • '!he donor~ a heart wa~ qu1cke11ed by the 

spirit ot beneYolenoe each tiae he gave.90 

cbalt-itJ, it waa 

neceaa&.rJ to cive at least one-third ot a shekel (approxi...telJ 

twent1 centa) each year.91 We baYe already d1••~•sed the 

special llitsfth to give with good grace, and to lend comfort 
92 when unable to aupply aasistance ot a material inature. 

'l'he Beth Din reserved the right to eacact a proportionate 

amount trom an1 who retuaed to give, or who tried to get bJ 

with giving leaa than was proper. The authorities could 

siese hia posseas1ons and take by torce that wb.ich he should 

have given ot his own tree will.91 

However, a poor aan was not obligated to 11ell hi• houa• 

or hia household utensils 1n order to take car11 ot h1a charitJ 

asaesaments, even it the utensils 1n question •rere ot silver 

or gold. Thia applied only to articles used 111 the actual 

necessities ot lirtng. It he had other a.ttt1olns ot silver 

or gold he was ezpected to dispose ot them and try to get 

along with cheaper onea.9• 
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Women, ala•••• and m!nora were ezpeoted to give onlJ a 

small aaount, but th•J could giTe at least a piece ot bread 

without u 3 'ng euapicion that what theJ bad g1Yen :414..not 

belonged to th-.96Puz.thermore, ••en an owner ot propertJ, 

who, while wal.k1ng to a distant cltJ, ran out ot tunda, waa 

entitled to the tour benetita ot Gleanings, the Forgotten, 

the Corner, and the Tithe tor the Poor. •or waa he obligated 

to pay when he returned to hla own estate, but waa cona1dered 

in the category ot the poor man who beocaea rloh.96 We ha•• 
already singled out the Yery huw•ne and practical principle 

which protected a landowner from a disadvantageous sale ot 

his property.97 

Those who provided for their aona and daughters atter 

they bad reached majoritJ, in order to enable the aona to 

continue their studies, or to keep the daughters 1n the 

right path, were oonaidered don Q.tors to the charity tunda. 

Similarly, all who took care of their parents, or ted the 

poor and orphans at their table received the same merit aa 

though they had. given directly to charitJ.98 

The principle tor the amount each man ahould give waa 

baaed upon the passage 1D DeuteronolllJ 16117 ,,. runD.l l'"ti • 

The aaount eaoh rece1Ye4 tound its sanction lnthe preceding 

• It he be hungrJ, 

teed bbl; if naked, clothe him; 1t 1n need ot household 

utenaila, provide than for him; 1t 1n need ot a wite, aee 

that he gets one. And provide a husband to a waaan dea1rlng 

one.99 However, 1t la to be remmnbered that one ta not to 
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obligated to enrich the 1mpoTer1ahed man, but OJ!ll.y to aupplJ 

hta laok.100 

U' an in41Tidual had enough provision tor two aeala, 

he was rendered ineligible to receive support t :l"om the TUlhul; 

it he had enough tor fourteen meals, he wu not to be given 

an1th1ng traa the Kuppeh. 'lhe poaaeaalon ot two hundred nsia, 

or titty m1a with a pcat1f Ria buaineaa, d1aqualit1ed om tram 

any ot the Kiahnet.c · 41apenaationa to the poor a·uch aa •leen-

1.nga, Forgotten Sbaavea, Oornera, and Tithes tar the Poor.lOl 

But it he poasesaed the above-.entioned capital, and had en 

outstanding debt to discharge or a divorced wite to support, 

he mi ght 1et receive austenanoe trom the public tunds.102 

Isaac Luria 1• the author ot the atat81lent that the regul.atlon 

concerning two hundred zuslm was baaed on the numerical value 

of the Hebrew word tor charitJ 

total 199 •103 
, npi¥ , the leJtters ot which 

.1.t ia interesting to note the r-.rk·ot Jc•aeph Caro 

that most ot these regulations in regard to thc•se entitled 

to receive cb.Utty applied onlJ in former t1llle11, but that in t_. 
hie day man1 authorities held that a man could take cbaritJ 

until he poaaeaa autticient capital to support hia household 
104 upon the interest • 1'hough Caro aeeaec\to rec:omaend auch 

practice, thia aeema to be carrying a good thing somewhat too 

tar. We have alreadJ atated that the distribu1:or waa not 

obligated to provide tor poor who had rich com1ectiona.105 

Be should not g1 ve to one poor ~ alone, bllt !lnaotar aa 
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poasibl•• pro'Yide ror each man•a needa.106 He was not to 

show any partialit1 to his own relatives.107 

Ir a collection was made for a aingle poor man. and 

there was a surplus. this was to be given to him. The sur­

plus for a group or poor was to be given to other .poor. 

S1m1lar11. in regard to collections for captives and for the 

dead, the aurplua or lndi viduals was g1 ven to the heirs• that 

of a group. to the care or the cemeter,.108 But the leaders 

of the community poaseased the right to divert the surplus 

for an1 preaaing emergeno1. provided there were no def1.n1te . 
spec1t1cationa by the donor as to its use.109 

Bxtra donations to the Xuppah were alwa1a to be accepted 

gladly. The practice or making a contribution when called 

up to read the Torah no doubt added considerably to the 

cOlJlmUDal funds. Similarly. donations on special occaaions. 

such as weddings. circumcisions. memorials, etc. helped swell 

the charity coffers. In the bter Middle Ages, such gitta 

were made mandatory. A further income was that proYided bJ 

fines, and special em~rgency assefnents.llO 

It was the duty of the distributors to bear 1n mind 

the various types or poor people, and deal with each type 

according to ita proper needs. These types are seYen 1n 

in number~as suggested in the Bible by the seven different 

Hebrew names designating the poor. There la the one '), , • 
who formerly was rich, an~ving now became poor. has lost all 

his friends and supportersJ there la the OJl\ 1~" ,who baa a 
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amall buaineaa and ia ever in danger of loaing everything 

through an acc1dent,or illnesa,or incapacity because of old 

age; there la the one, 1D , who must depend upon hia fellow­

men because ot the hardah1ps or misfortunes ot the times; 

there la the one, ~, , who used to enjoy riches secretly, 

but now having become poor, cannot even count on . the s~­

pathy ot his neighbors; there is the poor fellow, ·1~ , who 

toils and mo1la continually, yet does not manage to make a 

living; there is the p•nlt•ndler, 1lDD , who habitually bega 

girts, and makes little or no effort to take care or his own 

needs, and who is therefore to be treated with contempt, 

even though he be of scholarly bent; then, finally, there 

ia the one, 1 P lM , who wants to make hia own living, but 

aim.ply ls unable to because be lacks akill or aptitude either 

for work or bua1neaa, and does not even know how to obtain 

assistance. Bach or these types requires its own particular 

method ot treatment, especially when rehabilitation is the 

goal, and it was part of the business of the Gabbai· . to 

know how to handle each individual case presented to ht.m.111 
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VII. OBLIGATION UPON ALL 

Jewish obarit1 was exoeed1ngl1 democratic in scope and 

outlook. The desideratum was that each individual in the 

CCllllUnity should feel a sense of obligation to those leaa 

fortunate, even though he himself be a recipient of bene­

volence.112 Bspeciall1, as children of Israel, they should 

consider tbemaelves bondsmen and partners one for another.113 

Juat as all created things must borrow one from another, so 

each human being should realise that all Jm8t cooperate anl 

assist others when in need.114 It was felt that man gives 

to cbarit1 not what belongs to him, but that which belongs 

to God.115 

Bo doubt 6llarit7 leg1alatora realized »••liaetl that 

contribut 1ng to the general tund on the part of the poor man 

would save him trcn the evila or pauperization. The poor 

man could feel that he was a citizen the same as the rich, 

and likewise, in proportion, a contributor to the cOllllllUD&l 

fund the same as he. 

However, a cert ain amount of leeway was permitted. 

Aa 1n the case of the orphan, the poor man dependent upon 

charity was encouraged to give, but waa not forced to do ao. 

The principle ta that the poor man should give, not that 

he ~· His contribution ia to be accepted gladly, but 

1f he doesn't give, he la not to be forced to do so. It 
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new clothes were given b.1m, and he returns raga in their 

stead, they are to be accepted. But force 1a not to be 

employed to effect their return.116 
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VIII. AUTH10RITIB8 

The ae•eral author1t1ea ba•ing jur1ad1ct1on o!er the 

d1apoalt1on of charlt1 reaourcea were the Beth Din, the towns­

people, the Heber Ir, leaders of pramlnence and wiadc:m:a, and, 

ot course, the collectors, or truateea. 

The Beth D1n waa empoweredl to cmpel g1v1~ on the part 

ot a retracto~ and nlggardlJ al911ber of aoclet1. It ooul4 

eTen attach thia 1n4l Tlclual I a J11ropertJ tor the purpose Cir 

collecting tr• h1a a juat and proper amount.n~The towns­

people coald lnterohange the Jtt1ppah and '1'•'"'1, and d1Tert 

the publlo tun4a to the needs ut anJ -ergencJ• The Heber 

Ir held the power to diatrlbutn beneTolence received tram 

travellera, and to aaaign a trust tlmd to the donor'• wlte 

tor d1atr1but1on.118 An ln41Tjldual leader ot prcminence 

and wiadam waa giTen the right to decide by hiaaelt Juat 

what approprlatlcm waa to be nlde ot cOBDUDal mon9'•. u 9 

Tbe powers entrusted to tltle Oabbaim, or truateea~ha•• 

been diacuaaed in a previous a11ctlon. 120 
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IX. RBDBMPfiOll OP CAPTIVES 

The maaa of legislation ooncerning tbe ranac:alng ot 

thoae Jews and Jeweaaea Ullfortunate enough to haTe been 

taken priaoner bJ plratea and untcrupuloua aea-oaptailla, 

aa well aa the importance placed upon this pbaae of charitJ, 

relates to ua ind1rectlJ a poignantly aad teature ot Jewlah 

lite during the Kiddle Agea. Indeed, it waa not until com­

parati velJ recent t1aea that the redemption ot captives 

ceased to be an outstanding item on the charity budget of 

the average orthodox Jewiah cmw11m1it7. 

We haTe the opinion expressed 1n the Codea that the 

ransoming ot captives takes precedence over all other torma 

ot charit,.121 There can be no greater 111tnah than tlala, 

alnce auch untortunate 1nd1Yiduala come under the categorlea 

ot the atan1ng, the thirat7, the naked, and those 1n 4a~er 

ot being put to death.122 Dela7 1n ranaom1ng waa oone1dered 

the equivalent ot murd.er.123 

It ie stated that aon•J collected tor the erection of 

a1nagoguea, (•••n if the atones and wall• ha•• alread7 b .. n 

bought),m&J be conTerted into ransom tor prisoners, and tor 

thla purpoae alone. However, 1t the Synagogue haa been 



oampleted, lt ia not to be aold and converted, lM but a 

apeclal collection t'roa the congregation ia to be •de.186 

it .. 

oona14erecl ri•••t not to red•- captives tor aore than their 

jut price~l.26 Otherwlae, there would be no lbllt to thl 

avarioe ot the oaptora. One •• permitted, however. to ran­

aam himaelt at U1f ooat.12' •or was it eaa1 tor the Jewa 

to reaiet th• t911Ptation to ransom other• at whatever price 

their captor• a1pt au. !'h., kn•• that it th91 heaitate4, 

their en..S.ee waul.4 put on the acr-•, and th• priaonera 

would be -itreated. etane4, and deprived ot their wearing 

apparel until the atipulated price wae torthoom.jng. !'o 

prortde a tllllp to their oo-relS.glcmlata• pit,. th• prlaonera 

nre ac:aetlll•• 1111tilated, their ears and noeee being lopped 

ott.128 PurthenDre it •• de-d &4Tlaabl• not to aid the 

priaonere to eaoape. tor tear U. en91 would treat the r-lnder 

with greater eeverit,.129 

Special rul.ee were laid down conoernlng those J-• who 

eold themaelvea to the Gentiles in P•Jll•nt ot a tla•nolal 

debt or other obligation. Such are to be redemaed evm 

atter their second ottenee, but not atter the third. How­

ever, it theJ are ln danger ot death at the hand.a ot their 

en•i••• tbeJ are to be r~-•d, no -tter what maber tile 

ottenae. And, 1n &DJ ca••• the eon ot auch an 1ndlv14aal. i• 

to be redee .. d atter the death ot hi• tather.130 

'l'h• criterion aa to whether or not one aerita re4-itt10D 

eeema to be hie t1del1tJ to the la•• ot Iarael. An intereat­

ing combination ot tolerance and intolerance la evldenoed 1n 
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the d1ctua whioh atatea that a conYerted aerYant ia to be 

red•-d the •-• aa a natiYe-born Iaraelite,l.Sl while, on 

the other hand, U1J Jew who toraakea tbe religion, eYen to 

the m1n1WJID extent ot T1olat1ng a aingl• minor preoept , . 

auch •• the eating ot !'retah,ia not to be rede•ed.ia2 

If both a ~ and wa.n are held in oaptirtt7, the 

wcaan ia to be ranaoMd flrat. lfhe reaaon tor thia l&J 1n 

the tact that a woman 1 a aod.eat7 ta greater~ and alao because 

a man ia more able to reacue himaelt. BoweYer, it pederaat7 

fa knoWD to be praotiaed •mans the captors, the ~ ia to 

be rede--4 before Ma .Ue.•Alao, U both are willing to 

drown, the m ia to be reacued tlrat.13' '!'he Beth Din re­

aerYed the right to conttaoate th• lmaband•a propert7 tor the 

purpose ot ranaG11tng hla wife, eYen oYer hia proteat.136 

81lll1larl7, 1t the oaptl•• had the means with which to rede-
136 bimael.1', theae were to be uaed, eYen against hie will. 

~h• order to be tollowed in ransoming capti••• turniah 

an interesting insight into the peouliar paycholog ot the 

Jewiah people. All •1•• being equal, the ol'der 1a '° be 

baaed upon the old LeY1t1cal caate a7at... Por 1Datanoe, 

a priest 1• to be rede .. ed betore a LeYite, a LeTite betore 

an Ordill&Z'J Iaraellte, etc. Bezt 1n thia deacendlng aoale 

came tho•• ot untortunate birth, an otteprlng ot a prohibited 

marriage of a Lente, one ot unoertaln paternit7, a toundl1ng, 

an4 a bastard. There tollow- thoae not originally ot the 

houaehold ot Israels a descendant ot the Gibeonitea, a 
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Jroae17te, aD4 a canTerted alaTe.J.a'1 BoweTer, th1a orcler, 

whioh la baa~e or leaa on social atazu'•ng, appl1ea onlJ 

when the captl ••• are equal 1n knowledge. On the other hand, 

a baatarcl who 1a learned 1n the Torah 1a to be rede-4 

before an ~t high prleat.iaa AD4 aaong tho•• ~ equal 

rank, preference la to be gi••n to h1a who po••••••• greater 

knowledge. At the aaae ti.. allowance la macle tor one to 

red• .. hi• own tatJar or teacher, 1t he be a learned llUl, 

before tboae greater 1n lmowledge.1S9 '!he clS.z 1n the 

emphaaia upon learning la reached 1n the law which atatea 

that a man la to r•de- hla teacher 1n preterenoe to hi• 

father, Wlleaa the latter be an erudite peraon.140 But, 

toremoat ot a11, a man 1:a obligat•d to red•• hia aother 

from the horror• ot capt1v1t1.141 
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X. llAT'l'lll OP PRBCBDBllCB 

'fh• dealre to create a ap1r1t of independence mans.­
teated 1taeU likewise in theJrlnoiple which atated that 

a •n•a tlrat obligation laJ 1n taklns care of himaelt ud 

hia famll7.l'2 •ext 1n order c- hi• other relatives, the 

poor ot hia own olt7, then tboae of Palestine, and later 

those of otmr placea.14:5 A father •• obligated more than 

all others to take oare of a n"dJ aan, even though he be 

grown.1.w 

In caae there were not autf'ioient .fUnda in the c~l 

cheat to take care of' al:l poor, the arder to be f'ollowed 

waa tm aeae aa that alreaclJ listed in regard to the redemption 

of' captivea.1•5 Bot onlJ 1n the matter of' being rmacaed 

f'rom captivlt7, but also 1n being provided with food amt 

clothing, a wClllaD ia to be given precedence OTer a JIUl, 

inasmuch aa her modeat7 ··u greater, and she ' 1a lea• able 

to proTide f'or her own needa.1'6 

The prloritJ glven to the redemption ot captive• aa a 

phase of charit7, aa well aa the order to be f'ollowed 1n 

thla procedure, waa diacuaaed ln the preTloua aection.1'' 

One ••thori~ atatea that the endowering of' wirglna 
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poas••••• prior righte in the cic •ma1 treas11r7.l'8 

It was held bJ acme that the aupport of •JD&SOsue• waa a 

greater Mitnu than g1Ting to charlt7. But all are agreecl 

tbat cbaritJ to the alok or to poor etudenta ehoald take 

preced.eno• oTer oontr1but1one to houeee of worahlp.1•9 

•• baT• alr•ad.J stated that th• moat 48e1rable tn>• of 

regular char1tJ wu tbat whioh took into greatest conalclera­

tlon the feeling• and aena1b111t1ee of the poor.llSO 
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XI• IllPOSTORS 

In rormer ttaea, as today, the problem or 1apoatora waa 

one which cauaed the d1apenaera or charity no little concern. 

We rind 1n the rabbinical literature and 1ta later cod11'1-

cation two divergent pointa of view 1n regard to th1a matter. 

One teacher states that we should be e%Ceed1ngly good to im­

postors, ror without them our stinginess would lack 1ta chief 

excuse. lalThere can be little doubt that auch an excuse 

was frequently advanced b y those inclining toward n1ggardl1-

neaa. However, the concensua on the part of the rabbis ae .. a 

to have been that it la better tor an undeserving peraon 

occasionally to be red and cared ror than that the righteoua 

be allowed to starve. 

However, there are several notable exceptions to this 

policy of excessive liberality. Absolutely no consideration 

was to be paid to misers,who, while poaseasing wealth, made 

them.selves out as poor so aa to receive charity.162 A curae 

was placed upon all thoae who accepted charity when reall:r 

not needing it; it was aaid that such would not d.1• until 

they had come to genuine want. J.U Simi larly, those who 

s1mulated cripples, or made themaelves out as blind, or deaf', 

or non omnpos mentia, so as to receive cbarit)', would not 

die until they had such a calam.1t1 reallJ via1ted upon tbem.16' 
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BoweYer, tho•• wbo need cbar1tJ and can•t auata1n themael••• 

without help t'roa others, auoh aa one incapacitated becauae 

ot old age or through a1ckneaa, it' auch aa ·these 4on•t allow 

tbeaael•e• to be helpe41 theJ are placed 1n th4J1Categor, ot 

aurderera.l Mia to thla the •a• part ot the Yerae 1n Zertlliah 

1'716 1• applie41 . •euraed 1• the man who truteth 1n ..-a.•166 

file conYerae ot' thla principle baa alrea47 been cHacuaaed 

under the topic, Independenoe.111 ID49e4, the geeral 

policJ ot' tb.....,bia 1n ba411ng the probl- ot illpoator• 

waa to aeek to 1noulcate 1n eYerJ one a dea1re t'or and appn­

c1a tion ot' independence. •Let a ~ t'laJ a caroaaa 1n the 

street,• or, "Kake !'hJ Sabbath a week da7,• rather than 

become dependent upon the ccmmunS.t,. 
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XII. GBJIERAL DGATIVIS'l'IC PRINCIPLlrS 

Aa alread.7 deaonatrated, the rabble were excee41.ngl7 

lenient in their attitude toward the needy and 1mpoverilhed. 

As a general rule, their guiding principle was to give, give 

generoual1 and with a happ7 countenance to all who atand in 

need ot aaaiatance. However, their inherent ju~ent and 

peraplcaclt7 dictated that there muat be eee,ain 11mitat1ona 

to t~a otherwise 1ndiacr1minate policy ot benevolence. We 

have alread.7 noted certain prohibitions against giving to 
I 

misers, to 1.mpoatora 1n general, to law-violators,and the 

like. Nor ia one obligated to give to a poor man who hu 

rich relatives to sustain him. Jewish benevolent cod.ea con-

tain any number ot other negativistic principles, moat ot 

which wereaollatecl bJ Jehudah Hehasid 1n h1s Sepber Hasidim. 

We shall list here a rn or them. tran this and other sourcea1 

One la not obligated to give or lend to an habitual 

transgre!'sor who refuses to repent.16'7aimilarly, one who 

transgreaaes the camnand to eat only•aber -t tortelta hie 

right to be redeemed from captivity.168 

It 1a torbidden to show any mercy toward one who 1a a 

cruel oppressor, one who shows no mercy upon himaelt, an 

ingrate, a deceiver, a thiet or a robber, an inciter ot trouble, 

a aeductor or a alanderer.119 

•0ne who ahowa no mercy upon h1maelt" ia explained to 
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be a spendthrif't or gambler. Although such a person may ask 

to be helped in order that he not be put t o shame, it ls 

better for him and for society that he suf'f'er a certain de­

gree of' huadliat1on, ao that he should not acquire th'11&b1t 

or transgression.llO 

The detinition given to an ingrate marks him as a 

character well-known to social workers throughout the ages. 

An ingrate is one who says : "What should not be given to 

dogs, they give to me.• Bo matter how ma111 good things may 

be done for b.1m, if there 1s one l i ttl e thing which he doesn't 

like, he will f'orget •11 the good that baa been done, and 

only complain about the unaatiafactory .161 With such as 

these, the rabbis juatif1e41y showed little patience. It 

was rightf'ully demanded that the recipient show himself to 

be a decent, honest, law-abiding citizen, with at least a 

certain measure of gratitude. 

A sense or fairness and justice dictate4 the law that 

1f there are two men in need of' char1t1, the one r ighteous, 

the other wicked, a glutton or a drunklld,and it is 1mposaible 

to give to but one, give to the righteous, and let the wicked 

shift f'or himsel f aa best he can.162 Thia applies even it 

the wicked threatens to become converted, or to commit other 

transgressions. However, if" he threatens murder, it ls wisest 

to give to h.1m, even before the righteous, in order to save 

t he life of the tnnocent.lla 

Commenting on the verse in Proverbs (3:9), •Honor the 
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Lord aore than th7 wealth,• 1t ta brought out that the 

Scripture does not 11a7, •more than all tb.J wealth.• In all -
th7 giving, theretore, thou ehoulda't not give more than 

one-titth ot thine own estate. lM A.a we have indicated., th1a 

principle •lreadJ bad been la1d down b7 Kalaonidea. One 1 a 

tirat and tore110at 4utJ tor aooiety•a sake aa well aa tor 

h1a own, waa not to beccae a burden upon the communl tJ. 

Another important piece ot negativlatic legislation 

occurring aa th• converse of the principle that there is no 

higher type ot charit)' than bu71ng trom a poor man, or 

hiring him to write, ie the statement that it one gives to 

a man who could etudJ and won•t, or one who could earn hie 

living u scribe and won•t, it is no& charity ( np,i ) , but 

a CrJ, a curse ( np)1S ) • ~o th1a, the pronouncement ot 

Isaiah (27sll) la applieds "Por it ta a people ot no under­

standing, therefore He that made them will not have compaaa1on 

upon them, and He that formed them will not be grac1oua unto 

them! 166 
l,J, 

S1m1lar/analagoua to the preceding ia the pr1ne1ple 

which releaaea the rather trom hie obligation to support h1a 

aona it they reruae to listen to hie reproof, or to bua7 thlm­

aelvea in Torah and worth7 deeds. Better to let th• go to 

work tor themaelvea, and turn to righteous -1• ot conduct. 

But it it appears that continued retuaal to give th- .u­
tenance w111 lead only to their increased wrongdoing, it ia, 

perhaps w1aer to take care of them.116 
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XIII. ~ OP CHARITY PLBDGBS 

The llllportanoe g1Ten to charit7 1n Jewiah leg1alat1on 

1• evldenoed b7 tlutfaot that it waa placed in tbe aame 

categoZ'J aa Towa.167 One need but call to mind the sto17 

or 3ephtbahl68 to oaae to a ral.l appreciation ot tbe 

aanct1t, with whloh the plighted word waa regarded. 

Indeed, pl•d&•• to cbarit7 .. re treated even more atriot-

11 than general TOwing. ID the oaae ot Towing, 1t one 

doe an 1 t actuall7 91>e&k the Tow w1 th h1a mouth, he la not 

obligated. HoweTer, 1n regard to oharlt7, it he onl7 deter­

mined in bla heart to give, he must do so. 'lb.ls is the 

oplnion ot the .. jorlq or the Poaktm.169 

WhoeTer d.ealgnatea a oertaln coin for charity ls 

obligated to g1T• lt 1llmediatel7. It he dela1a he violates 

a negative ocamandllent. It there are no poor on band at tba 

tiae that he made the pledge, he ahould aet lt aalde until 

th• poor be found. But it he •kea the atipulatlon that he 

will give it onlJ when th9 poor are at hand, he need not 

aet it aalde.170 It he aeta O.J!t. coin aalde, and aaya ot 

another that it 1• llke the tlrat, both oolna are to be 

glven.171 It one pledges an indefinite amount, the colleotora 

are to take trom h1m until he aaya 1n ettect, •1 41c!n1t want 
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to give that auoh.•172 It ie permitted to &nJ man to eet 

aeide a oertaln amount of aone1 to be given tr• t1ae to t1ae 

aa he •••• nt.l'm 

Ir one vowa to give to oharltJ under certain conditions, 

he is obligated to give upon the ruu'illment ot the 

coD41t1ons.17• &nnnl•ent requires the conaent of the rabbi, 
ia_ poaaible 

a4/cml.J before tu g1tt bu been han4ed over to the 

collector.171 

•aturaJ.17, a 1U1D cannot pledge to char1tJ aomething 

which doee not belong to hs..176 It he haa a certain object 

in pawn he can pledge it when it la rede-d, but not under 

1 ta present a tatus .177 SlmilarlJ, 1n regard to a debt, 

onlJ a prcmlae to gt.ve it when colleoted la considered a 

gemi1ne pledge.178 It aa7 be poalted aa a general principle 

that ever,tbing pledged to ohar1tJ 11Uat have actual concrete 

existence Lid maat h in the legal poaaeaalon of the pledger. 

In all prmaiaea in which there accrues an advantage to 

charit7, the pr1no1ple holda that •.& prcaS.ae to God ie equi­

valent to actual deliver, to a hullan being.•179 

U two ll9ll enter into a peace oantract wlth tm atlpu­

lation that the violator 1a to give a certain a.ount to 

charitJ aa a tine, and almost 1mme41atelJ atterwarda theJ 

become reconciled, no one ia obligated to pa7, tor the tine 

reallJ had existence onlJ in cue one troubled the other. 

However, it one partJ broke the contract, and after that the 

other torgave him, the torgiveneae doean•t have an1 legal. 
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oroe. and the Tlolator ta obligated to give t o char1t,.180 

Aa a general thillg, aone7, about which there 1• doubt 

a to whether or not it la for char1t7, 1• to go tor cbar1t7.1Bl 

The promise to giTe to another 1t he be poor 1• unaltd­

able. Be ta obliged to give 1n any caae.182 

Ir a man promiaea to g1Ye charitJ through a trustee, 

he doea not tranagreaa until the trustee asks h1m f or . tt , 

eYen it' there are neeclJ people present. BoweYer, it m re­

fuses, he haa tranagreaaed, even if there are no poor preaent, 

tor it may be that the trustee needed the aoneJ to rep&'f hbl­

aelt or others tor tunda already paid out tor tm needa of 

the poor. It the trustee does not know he haa vowed, it ia 

thtpan'• dutJ to intona him. BcnreTer, if he -1cea the Yow 

in the SJD&gogue t~8h'l1ach Tsibar, it ia taken tor 

granted that the trustee knows about lt, .and the ~ haan•t 

tranagreaaed until he has been asked to r1ake goo4 hie Tow.~ 

U one pledges to give a certain amount to unapeclt1ed 

pour, it is to be given to the poor ot hia own c1tJ, for lt 

la to be taken tor granted that auch waa hia intent JS&It he 

hasn•t &DJ aet residence, it la to be given to the poor ot 

the citJ in which he Towed. However, each cammn1ty seems 

to have had lta cnm particular K1nbag in regard to this 

matter.186 
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XIV• DllLY AORIClJmlllAL LBGI8LlTIOB 

Without going Into teobnScaJ. detail•• I quote htr• 

aeveral of the ancient Jewlah agricultural lawa in regard to 

diapenaationa to the poor and n•ec!J• eapeciallJ as tmae lawa 

tend to 11lu.trate certain f'undaaental pr1no1plea 41acuase4 

at grea~r length 1n other aections of this studJ• I quote · 

troa Ka1mon1dea' oocl1f'1cat1on 1n the Kiahneh Torah ot the 

original lawa aet torth 1n Kisbna Peah. 

'!he poor 9ll poaaeaaecl an lnall•able right to tour 

benetita trom the TineJards that which bad fallen ot it-

••lt ( ll,n ). th• mal.l bunches ( "''''~ ). that which waa 

forgotten ( nn~• ). and that corner eapeciallJ aet aside 

tor h1m ( nMD )J he reoeiTed two l»enetita tram the prod•• 

ot treeas th• corner, and that which was torgotten.186 '!'he 

privilege ot gleansng ( 1>p'> ) in addition to the corner and 

the forgotten, waa granted him atter the grain barT••*•l8T 

The g1T1ng ot the aforementioned priTilegea brought 

no apecial. merit to the landowner~ The poor bad the .right 

to take them even against his will.188 Furthermore. the poor 

ot idolators were permitted to share in the•• benef'its. aa 

the1 were oonside-red 1n tha ••• catego17 aa the poor ot 

Israe1.189 Thia law waa motivated not ao 1111oh b:y a apirlt 

ot uniTeraaliam and brotharbood, aa bJ a clealr• tor 
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oono1li.&t1on, peace, aatet, ( 

aake ot the wa7a of peaoe). • 
JlanJ of tb9 lau are prampted onl1 bJ a oona14erat1on 

tor tbe poor. The TeFJ law that tbe part1ou1ar aeot1on aet 

aa14• tor the poor had to be 1n the corner, so as to be 

•&•11.J acceaalbl-, 1• a eaae 1D potnt.190 8tr11dngl.'J oon­

a1derate 1• the regv.lation that 1t th• Peah ahould be too 

high tor the poor to reach, lt la the c11lt7 of the owner to 

lower it.191 Parthermore, the 41•t*1'bDt1ng of Peah tbr1o• 

~117 (110rn1.ng, noOD, an4 afternoon) took into oou1derat1on 

the needa of all poora the aornlng dlatribution eapec1all'J 

taTored the auokl1ng intanta, who bad to eat e&rl'JJ the 

noon d1atr1but1on waa tellJ.gned tor ohildren, who do not 

aria• until late, and the afternoon tor the old people, who 

nre thought to r.-1D in bed until tlat tbu~91 Whether 

or not thia law ia baaed on actual practice ia beaid• th9 

point; the s.tportant aapect ia the regard paid to the con­

venience ot the charitJ recip1at. 

The poor were to be welccaed to take that to which tm7 

had a ri~tJ it was forbidden to pl.ace 1n the tielda a wild 

beast, or &nJthlng of that nature,tor the purpoa• ot tr1ght­

en1ng th• poor awa7 •193 An7one wi tbholdlng the gleaning• 

ot h1a field trom the poor, or who showed part1ali'7 1n the 

matter, waa looked upon aa a robber.19' On the othar ban4, 

kindlJ diapoaed owners wou1d gather the gleanings and place 

them near the tence tor the poor.195 
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It was torb1dden to irrigate a t1eld, it the loaa to 

the poor through auch 1rr1gat1on exceeded the loss to the 

propritttor.196 

SimilarlJ, in regard to the Kaaser Ant, the Tithe tor 

the poor, the principle proTided that tbe owner should glTe 

1mpart1a111 to all the poor who might pass through his field. 

He should seek 1naotar as is possible to g1Te each man his 

t111.19V However, it the owner haa but little and the poor 

are man1, he is to give what he can, and let the poor dis­

tribute it among tb .. selTes.198 

'l'he dea1re that evel"J muaber ot the communlt1 should 

feel a reaponsibi11t1 to others is evidenced 1n the regulation 

that, 1t two poor men hold a field 1n tenanc1, each is to 

give Kaaaer Ani to the other.199 Greed on the part ot a 

recipient or Peah was not to be countenanced. .An1one who 

sought b1 un1'•1r means to obtain more than his due share .a 

torced to return all that he had taken.800 
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XV. ORPBAJIS 

Jewieh CharitJ eought to take eepecial care of thoee 

unfortunate children bereft or their parente. Bnabling orphan 

girls to 1BarrJ was rated exceedingly high in the list of good 

deeds. The individual or cClllllUllity provided her with a 

dcnrr, ot at leaat titty auzha, and more accord1i;ig to her 
801 

position. It a male orphan desires to marry, he is to 

be provided with a home, a bed, household utensils~ and then 

a wite.802 The female orphan was allowed precedence, as it 

was felt that her sense of shame was the greater. 

Under another heading we have already discussed the 

effort to inculcate into orphana as well as the poor· In 

general the feelings of independence and self-reliance. 

Thia motive lies behind the interpretation of the injunction 

in Avoth (ls6)s •Let the poor be members of thy household" 

to mean that one should mploy orphans and poor, and thus 

give them a chance to earn their own livel1hoo4.20I 

It is only natural that special considerat ion should 

be 

They are not obligated to give even tor redemption of cap­

t i ves, or even if they possess considerable wealth, but it 

is permitted to the collector to leY7 a certain amount upon 

them, 1n order to acquire for them a name and reputation.BO& 

Similarly was the orphan excused tran the obligation of 
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reiabursing his foster parent or parents. He was considered 

in the .... category aa the poor man who became rich, who 

likewise was not obligated to repay.206 At first thought, 

this principle aight seal to be opposed to the general polloJ 

of fostering independence. However, the rabbis moat probab­

ly underatood the payohological tact that one is more 11lcely 

to do a thing when left to hia own volition than when such 

an act ia made obligatory. Furthermore, a voluntary act ot 

this nature tenda to create a greater spirit of independence 

than an aot baaed upon caapulsion. It ia quite possible, too, 

that manr of theae toater-relationahipa were baaed upon 

true parental affection, and such toater-parents would not 

obligate their adopted children to repay them any more than 

they would their own tleah and blood. 
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Acoeptance ot char1t7 on the part ot a J- troa a non­

Je• waa dlatlnotlJ frowned 11POJl• It waa to be permitted on17 

in oaae he ooul.4 not 1te auata1ned bJ hia tellow-Jewa, and 

eYen then it waa to be kept a private matter, 1t at all 

poaa1ble to 4o ao.806 It waa held that auch acceptance ot 

ohar1tJ b7 J-• tram Gentllea, plaoe4 the latter 1n the 

aacendeno7, and the prestige ot Israel waa aooorcl1ngl7 

lower.a.207 All Iarael1tea are aa brethren, (or at least 

ahould be ao) , and it a brother la not merciful to a brother, 

then wbo will be aercitul! on wham ahall the poor ot Iarael 

depend! On the heathena, who hate and. pursue! Wo, onl7 upon 

Iarael.808 '!he Jewi•h principle, on the other band, waa to 

provide tor the Gentile poor along with the poor ot Israel, 

~or the aake ot the wa7a or peace.209 

' It a Gentile prince donates tunda to the Jn• tor oharltJ, 

th•J are to be handed over to the Gentile poor. Beat not to 

let the prince hear ot the tranater, however.210 

All money P"id to foreign natlona u tribute 1n ncler 

to sustain the Torah, aa well aa all that the Gentiles haT• 

taken through force la to be aocoanted aa tbaugh given to . 
cbarlt1.211 
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XVII. B08PIT&Lrl'Y 

According to acme authorltlea hoap1tal1t7 re1treaente4 

the most comaendable pbaae of cbar1 t7. Graciouamtaa to 

guests wu a tradition deepl7 entrenched 1n the IMaarta ot the lewlah 

people. !'be patriarchs alread7 had aet tor ti- 11oble ex-

ample a 1n thia regard. Purtheraore, the oeaaelean tribulatlona 

which dogged the tootatepa ot the persecuted peopJLe alao 

were largel7 reaponaible tor the mphaaia placed upon thla 

aspect ot beneirolence. 

Alread.J 1n IU.ahnalo tiaea, the great t eacher., loae b. 

Jocb•nan had propoun4ed1 •Let thJ houae be open •lt all 

times and let the poor be considered aa mmbera ojr thJ house­

hold~ Though 1t was considered pera1as1ble to giire onl7 a amall 
-.i:>tY-handed ..:r2lla 

am>unt to a panbancUer, 7et it waa forbidden to 1i1lrD liSii awa7. 

Be miat be gliren at leaat o. amall piece of tru1t.:~l!lb The 

1tlnerant beggar ia to receive not leas than one loat ot bread, 

with 11beat, tour Seahll ln a Selah. It he apenda 1tbe night, 

he 1a to be gliren a amall roca 1n which to sleep, a bed •1th 

pillow, clothing, oll, and pulae. It he bappena ·to arr1Te on 

Brev 8babt>oa, be ia to be g1iren food auttic1ent tor three 

.. aia lnolu41ng auch special dishes aa tiah and barba.211° 

It he 1• known to the hoat, he ia to be taken car1e of according 
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to hie etation.212 It bu alreadJ bea polnted out tbat 

the rabbi• oonaldered lt a apeo1al llltnah to g1T• ot one•• 

beat.21.Z 

An ezoeedSng great reward waa 1n atot'• tor tho•• who 

ahowed hoap1tal.1tJ to aoholara. Suoh action waa cona14ere4 
21• equ1Talent to the ottering ot perpetual aacrltlo••· At 

the •- ti.., •••n an ignorant ~ should be rece1Ted hoa­

pitablJ and w1'11 good grace. Bread ahauld be placed before 

him, •Ten before he requests 1t, ror often b6 1a too aah81194 

to aak. ~e hoat should aeek to target hi• own troubles, and 

speak to ht.a peat with good cheer. ConTeraelJ, out ot con­

aideratlon tor the. teellaga ot hi• l••• fortunate brother, 

he should not allude to hi• riches and proaperltJ• It waa 

eTen auggeated that the boat stand before h1a gueata and 

aerTe th- hhlaelt, nm though he had m&DJ aervant a. 216 lie 

ahould expreae h1• regret that he baa not more to otter th_, 
and when theJ d91>art troa hla, he should aoccmpanJ them tor 

at l east a short distance. He who retuaea to g1Te a We.J• 

farer a piece ot bread ia likened to a murderer.216 

BaturallJ, wcaen pl•J•d a great part 1n hosp1tal1tJ• 

Same authorities held that women stood h1gber 1n 41T1ne taTOr 

than their huabands, becauae wcaen are able to provide too4 
217 

u well aa moneJ• 'fheJ were at hcln• moat ot the daJ, 

whereas their husbands were awa1, elthercat their plaoe ot 

buainees or at the house of studJ• It was asked ot thm 

that tbeJ bake their bread earlJ 1n the morning, so that lt 
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be treah tor any hungry man who might chance to pus bJ. 218 

BY•n though a housnlr• had already taken care ot a poor aa 

1n the morning, ahe should neTertheleas proTlde equallJ well 

tor any who might ~ in the eTening.219 

Aa14e ~Cll the purel1 altruistic mot1Tes which were 

uauallJ uppermost in the aind of the generous host, there waa 

al10 the practical ocnaiderat1on that the tablea might sam•­

daJ be turned, and he who waa now acting aa host might re­

quire help tram hill now a guest 1n h11 home. We haTe alreadJ 

referred to the 14ea of the reTolTlng wheel in the un1Terae, 

an idea which tormed a moat 1llportantt oona14erat1on 1n Jn-

1ah ph1lanthron.22'l 

Prm earlJ t1aea, the SJllagogue pl&Jed an axceed1nglJ 

important role in the poliOJ ot Baolmaaath Orch1a (hoapitalitJ 

to wa1tarera). In mJ o• wi1t1ea, it was the center around 

which reTolTed the organisation tor the care ot tranaienta. 

Frequently, the basement of the building waa utilised aa a 

lodging place, and food waa there aupplied to the untartunate 

ones by the caamun1t,.221 
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DIII. llAftBR OP RBW&llDS 

(llotl•••) 

B1oh 1D4•e4 wre th• rewarcta pra.1.aecl to tho•• pac­

t1alng b•n•TC>leno•. Chltatan41Dg among tbe•• r_.erationa 

.••r• wealth. long lit•• learned aom. dell••rance troa 

troubl••• anawer to pr&Jers. and aecur1tJ trClll accidental 

death. file paaaage 1"00 .,.Jn np,s ,,,... 1018) waa 

taken to aean tbat charltJ aot cmlJ aa••• rrca 1111tlael7 

death but unrea 1->rtaJ.1tJ 1D the world to caae.222 

ilongalde these aore or l••• ulterior aotl••• were the pure-

17 altru&atlo 1Doent1Tea ot lOTe, pltJ• •JaP•thy, fellow 

teellng. Ma1aon14.ea aucceeda 1D app.-J.tng to ti. bigbeat 

h...an aotl•••• J•t he alao bolda out tbe additional 1Dcent1Te 

ot heavenl.7 reward. 

~roua are the atorlea related ot p8*1cma dellTerecl 

traa untiaelJ death becauae tu, ha4 bMn diligent 1n the 

matter ot gl'Ylng char1t7. '!he moat frequent tJ1>9 ot dellTer­

anoe 1• tbat trca a cleacll.7 a~rpe• bl te. ftougb .aDJ of' 

tbaaa ator1es appear oecultlatlc and tanolhl to ua. •• abolald 

bear ln m1D4 th• principle lnTolved rather tbl.n the 1mproba­

blllt7 ot the rewarda actual.17 being reoe1Tect. Signitioaat 

la the atat-ent ot the eratwhlle heatmn king, Konabu. wbo, 

when rebuked aa a squanderer becauae he had g1Ten la'YlahlJ 
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to the poor. rep11ed1 "117 tath_.• lald up treanree 1n 

th1a world• but I 191 up treaaurea 1n the world to oam.•88S 

There 1a the lfal.Jm41c etatement that were lt not tor the 

poor. the wll-to-do woulcl not ba•• the opportunlt7 to aeS:-t 

ealyat1on.n. 

lfh• glYS.ng ot char1t1 found lta ultimate aanct1on 1n 

th• pr1no1ple ot Imltatlo 1>e1--•tn 1a1tatlon of God.• !tie · 

Hol7 One Bleaaed be He had glYen the mc11J11pl• tor mortal 

beneYol•nc• • whm 1n the caee ot Adam and S.e • he clotheA 

the naked• 1n th• e&•• ot Abraham. Jae Y1•1te4 the aicJc. and 

1n tbe cue ot •o•••• burled the dead.226 

Another important cou14erat1on waa the 1d .. lot the re­

YOlTlilg 11hffl of 1'orhne whioh might cav.ae the rich and the 
their 

poor to ezcbang~Mapeotl•• poaltlona ner night. lfh• r1oh 

should abow oompaaalon upon the poar 1t the7 1n turn - ht 

to expeot cQllP&aalon when the a1tuat1ona are reY•r•ed. !'he 

rioh man ahould therefore feel that when he 1a mlplng 

other• h• la zaeall7 only helping h1m••l1'. •• ba•• the •tGrJ 

ot the ... 1fbo adllon1ab9d hia wife to treat beggar• •• though 

theJ were his own aona. When •eked the re a a on tor thla • he 

expla1ne41 •niere la a wmel wh1oh reYol••• 1n th• wor14.•88a 

Caraes without end are 1n atore tor h1m who retuaea to 

g1 ••. Illa da7a on earth will be tn; Lother peraoa will take 

••1 hi• wealth; hia aona wlll become orphan•• hi• wlf'e a 

widow• and together theJ will ha•• to waader abORt hcaeleaa 

and beg their bread; hi• _.. will be blotted oa.t trca 

under he&Yen.22'1 God atanda on the right a14• of the poor. 
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and lt hla neighbor doean•t help h!m, God wlll tight hla 

oaue.228 

Belated to thla •• the idea ot exact retrlbQticm cm 

the part ot Goel tor all. action• o..itted by ... 8 God ia 

.. rolt111 to thoae who allow .. roJ unto otbera• (II 8•• 18188).189 

am a ... gl.••• a pleo• ot bread to hla lnmgrJ neighbor' he 

not cml.J ••••• the poor .an•a aoal, but alao reaoua hla 

own tr• perd1tlon.8:K> And oouerael.J,the Lord will wltbhold 

JQ.a bcnmtJ trca hSm who refUaea to g1Te to tm poor. 

!'be g1Y1Dg of charltJ waa thought to •ak• pra1•r• 

etflcaclou. It waa the outan ot the aagea to .ice a 

4onatlcm before eaoh petltloa to the •oat Bigb. Suoh waa 

•u interpretation of P •· l '71 l& 

nm.a lt waa held tbat the g1Ter of charltJ -rite the preaeno• 

ot tm Sheohlna. B• rec•i••• h1¥"nard both 1n thl• world 

and th• world to ocme. Bl• charitable act• go before hSa 

and. 1nteroecle 1n h1a bebalt before the BOlJ One Bl••••d be Be .288 

811l1.l&rlJ, th• redmptlon ot Iarael aa a whole wu dependent 

upon~. practice ot cbarlt,.234 

Great though the r~ be tor g1Y1ng to charltJ, nen 

greater waa the reward tor caualng other• tt gl•e.831 Buoh. 

the interpretation ot Iaalmh ~21l'7a 1u7v npixn n:'J,lo n•n1 

changing ago to n!»D • Be wbo oauaea otmra to ll•• 
9;;,- •-I 

to cbarltJ not on1J achlevea •rlt hbuelt, lnlt alao enabl•• 

other• to becOlle worthy ot God'• bleaalng.818 Bereln llea 

the great aerlt of Mo•••• tor he waa the tirat to teaoh the 

childrm ot Iarael to gl•• to charlt,.23' nm.a it la ••• 
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that the Oabbai T••~ah, the oolleotora ot oharit7,are t~ 

reo•1•• a 8P•o1•1 bleaaing, tor the7, more than &DJOD• elae, 
~ 

1n4uo• othera to Si••• 
HoweYer, all ulterior aot1T•• were, aa a rule, to be 

hownecl 11P01l• !'he 149&1 waa the g1Ting ot ohad.tJ pUHlJ 

tor 1ta own aake. !'here waa nothing but reproof in ator• 

tor tho•• 1lbo aoupt to Taunt thmael••• through the g1rtng 

ot b•ne•oleaoe.aaa 
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XIX. OOXCLUBIOX 

Our taaJc ta now 0C11pleted. •• haT• aougbt to 1n41oate 

under appropriate heading• the outatanding prlnclplea of 

Jewish beneTOleno•• eapeo1allJ aa th91 found ezpreaaion 1n 

tbe law ooclea ot Mahlcmlctea, Jacob ben .laher. and .Toaeph 

Caro. It la to be hoped that tboae polnta ahadowed forth 

1n the 1ntrodllct1on b&Te been brought to full light 1n the 

Jl&in bodJ of the paper. 

Let .. repeat that the purpose ot th1a work baa not 

been prlmar11J to present a mere llat of rul.ea and regulation., 

goTel'D1Dg the practice of .r .. iah charltJ• Rather baa that 

pl1J"poae been to depict a certain attitude, a certain eplrlt, 

underl71ng tbe actual law 1taelt. wb9ther that la• be couched 

1n tbe phraaeolog ot the Torah, ot the earlJ Rabbla ot the 

Talmud and lllahnah• or 1n that of the medieval oodltiera • 

Were I aaked to aelect the one outatand.1.ng prlnclpl•• 

which more than all others 1a comnen4ator1 and worthJ ot 

greatest -aatlon todaJ, I aboulcl aelect that whloh prondea 

tor the rehabilitation ot the indigent man, aswsng at a re­

conatruction ot hie lite, sparing hie teellnga and toaterlng 

within him a spirit of 1.ndependeno• and ••lt-rellance. 

!'hie attitude toward the problems of the unfortunate har­

moniaea to the greatest atent with the principle lnTolTed 
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1n th• literal -anlng ot the word •benevolence• (good will), 

and ot •o11ar1t1• (love and •J11P&th1 tor one•• tello..an). 

Qannot these 1deala •DT1a1oned bJ our toretath•• become 

tor ua the goal ot goal.a aa •• set about our preeat 

atupendoua tuk of eatabllahlng a happier and more equitable 

a7at .. ot aoc1•tJ tor all m•nldndt 

B••pectrullJ llUblllitted, 

Oharl•• B. Leaser. 
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