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PR J~FACE. 

This thesis is devoted to the stud~r of some theolog ical 

1:-1 spects of the J.,lidrash IIa-gadol to the book of Genesis. The 

text used w~s the one edited by Bolom.on Schechter and published 

in 1902 by the University press at Ce.mbridp;e~2lp~For the sake 

of feelin~ that I had really handled. the .ddrash liB -gadol, I 

have also consulted the ES. at the J-.T.S. A. I,ih1"ro,.,..:.r, ~ •. ~~rl :reel­

ized ~nu appreciated Schechter's efforts. ) 

The Midr sh Ha-r;Adol is a conp ilation of the :fourteenth 

century. Its author is a J°S"~·.r of Yemen v1hose identity is un-

kno'l.·m to us • 

The sources upon nh ich the co111p iler drew are the 1.sufll 

Ht>.bbinical worJrn , commonly _passint::; under t he n m71_e o f 'l'a.l nmd rmd 

:t.i.idr.<> s 21 , orig ina tinp, in the schools of :i.)Ftlest ine and Babylo.t'l, 

followed by a. l:ost of CO)"t'"",entaries onc'l compenc1.ia l1r:i5J. ing mostly 
~-

frol"l ·vfa stern ~urope a nd iiorth ;~fricn . 'l.'he co ri_ ' iler at times 

recasts his citations in his oY.'Il style. i-Ie even nakea che.n r;es 

to suit his t aste P...Ild inclnO.es statenents of HR.shi , Abrr:iro:r.i. 

ibn gzra, trnd Rarnba!'l~ ( xllI ')'1 i'ID'1jli1) 

·~l) 1~1~ i1o~ni1 •19 ~~D u·,~~ o ~r~' 1~ ~ ~ 1n ~~ n 1. 
I I 

,.,3fH1 •!>:i cn1~ D.,c.,, ~mr~1 c•Hr.t c•t,.,inn c•::riion1 ·D~W,.,., 

.·c~7i11 y'l~.,, •'W"' ,.,,yn ~Vl • .,l., ~:11nJ ~·,~~;, 13·1~; 

In 1'<-lct the cor'1.p il er a id. somethinp; ' "h ich to my know-

ledg e is unprecedented for t h is ar:e. Our comi:; iler 1 - l~cecl in 

h is midrash com::_:..lete sentence fl from h aimonid.es and other r;reat 

Habbieo of the t:Llne and introduced them with the term T~an, the 

technical formulA for 'fanna ite tre.dition. 



a•:io-.:i .. .,:n , .. ., ( XIII ,., no,pn) 
n n n ~ n1~pD .. & ,~,ioJ c~ ·~ nv~ n-.n .. -r1v l~~ 

rno;n -r1o;nil flll .. D ti1J'J:i n1vanno c .. 1:a-,n ''11-rl rJ o',nl'\1 .,., 
.cn .. Ja ;~ •tlJ, i1n• 1K •tln• 1n n1n'1 

e. e; . .)ar;e Note Page Note 

382 25 593 2 

48 7 66 ? ?. ? 54 

559 35 429 68 

~<:IV 4 

The Hehrevr i s b ef'utif'ul and the rec.d ine is sim:;,1le • 

.AralilE. ic portions can be found b~t these too nre re l atively 

sin~le in style. Schechter tells us t hat althour;h there are 

many i . .uSS . of our OY.'11 l:fich·esh t he varfantn Are ve r;r fev.r a.ncl slip:ht. 

( XI ri, iinipn) 

The r;ood Hebrev1 , s ir·~j_J l e stvle , G_uot::1t i onn froJ11. l. a. te s ources ana. 

t he f '=' Ct th8.t t here nre fei:; v nri2-nt."' in t he i _.J..i . J:lrove dei'initely 

1. 

<) 
C.: . 

..ichechter use -. the follm•:inr, i . ..51:, .: 

1 
,., .... 
•,1Q . belonr: inr; t o CJ. ~ude i.lontP. f i ore . 

~ .B . belonvinr~ to °"eo:rc;e .ho hut. 

3 . He also use C. other J..uSS . in London And Ox:ford to che ck for 

v nrinnts . 

;.:) chechter ' s nor'< fells into 3 parts . 

1. lie r,ave us a cle an text , v.rith some vo.riants men tioned in 

the note s . Le nlso chanr;eo. s ome of the spelling from the 

Yen~ :form to our' As h}rnna.z ic ':j~ Y of spelling • 

.. ~JM1 tD'~ lnJo~ ., .. ln~J n1•n1~ y~.,~ f) D~ ~~, .. ~ ~~l 'nMSD 1~1 

( XII 'i, no41p:t) 



2 . In the lvIBS . which Sche chter us ed there wa s no order; 

every t h ing VIP... s a l most chaot ic. 

1·1~., t•1v t•J V1lp n11, D1~ t·~ ••n~n ~11l·~ ny,., atttl 

n1tr1 ~.,·~1 ,.~ a1~· .,,D, ,,c '1:> o,1p p, n~'19? nr"tn t•J 1~ 

.on., 10,p~ Dn1~D o•NJn D.,l,n p'ODOM 

d chechter h ad to orgnni se the m~teri3 l and put it i nto 

re r.d ~le f or m. ( XII 'l, Ml),pn) 

.n1,t100 n 1•r1~::i ~ , , ,n 

He tried to trn ce 2-l l the c it~tions to their sources . 

'i'h i s '\'!t'.'1r r-,J.i.:i:te diJ'.'f':i.cul t ::;ince the comQile.r does not ment lon 

a c itation in t he nnm.e of its orig i nator.( :X:III 'I, noipn) 
"' '10Dl O'.,.,:llil D''1n~nn .. .,1pn ~1~0., nn·~ ·n~K.,D .,P' V OlOK 

.,.Yl o·,r;~n o·~p'mn .,:>~ ~., •:i 113110 'i'~ "'\ 1p1:: i y p ; '"HH; ~.m 'n 
. I 

op.,nn Nl~ or ~1r1 •1:1~., 01 p'' .,~ J 1 ., .. :>o ~'P'' 'Pl ,•11yc~ ~ ' P"' 

,,01<• Ci~' Y ''1 0 ~1'r1fil\ l D'.,jfl; , c•c1j)'>'ii '"Yl •:i • .,1,ln <'.'., ~ D i. ., ~ 

'1\1~ o·'1DDn r. 101;1 '11 Ho.,•1 D.,DlN Dtl l ili.: i~ '1Ji 1l\ it:>.,ii '1Ji i•r.r. 

•'1Ja n,1nn .,:> t 1"'l1i1 ,r.1.Y •ni>n t:•,io:: .,lJJ '1lt\ · c•1•31., on'1 1'ii 

. ti·., Jin n x • .. o t ~ ::i o 1 n"" ' :i l\ n ' :i ., li ., 'li j, 

.:.lche~hter tried t o d o t h i F; ve r y t h inp, , and the notes are 

full o f su ch r e f :::rences . 

Hovre11;er, Ythnt Sche chter f(:l iled to d o , r:md what i s di:rel:y 

~eeded f or any student to th i s 1.lidresh , i s t.o wr i te a good 

intr odu ct i on deal ine n ith t he bec i nn i nr;s o f t h is l\i.idrash, it s 
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sources, its history, and its proper pl a ce in the history of' the 

interpretation of the bcriptures . 

In vievr of the :facts p resented above it is c;_ui.te apparent 

that our coro.piler had the p o·wer to draw f'rom vrh::i.tever source; he 

pleased. We can also add to this the fact that he misquoted 

purposely in order to ?lease his views. It cnnnot be possible 

thRt writinc as l a te as he did, he did not have eood 1.~8 . f'roJTl 

nh ich to copy. In ract some of t h e ch nnr,es are so obvious And 

gl e.rinf; tlrnt it shov1s definite intention on the pert of the 

corn.~ iler. Perhapr-> too, he pur:._Josel.r didn 't c;_uote 

so tha t he be able to cha nge pn sst>.r~es ann. not ii.rouse a sli~htly 

I\ - ---
learned rnanto lool;: U? t he r eference nnd tell hirrl he erred. 

______ T_his ma~ be refUted by the are;ument t hat in those d 0 ys knowledP-e 

1·ir:s considered the property of the man ·who possessed it and no 

a cknoYvl ed.r;crri.ents i"!ere necess ::- ry . 

In any CA.Se we can s r.> fely s ~y t hnt our comp iler must have 

had definite t heolor.., ica l viev..rs ana set out to put the:r.1 dm·'ll.. 

·.1ere he a modern, he noulc. hAve outlined t hen 2s onr theolor: isns 

do. l-~1r.rever, v1e 11re rler-i l inr: no•:! vd th one n ho is ::neither a 

r1odern scholar nor one Yfho is t n.lldnp; to a p,roup of sopho!"lores 

1'!11.0 desire to lnarn but h Ave no bA ckp;rouna. nnd hence t he need 

for outlines and introductions. Our :'!Uthor is in t.hemidst(of 

J"eu s. to who!n Rahbinicnl l errning is v;ell lmown and to •·11.om A 

sl i p;ht v nrirmt shows a shri de in views on life and Juda ism. 

And so , i.·:e have li reser;i;ted in the l·lidrash Ha- (';Pdol on Genesis 

views of R. 14th Century oriental ''ll'i ter. }Ie mny be oriental 
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ge ographic ally . He may b e orienta l literarily as •:re i:>ee from 

h is wr iting ; spellinr, end proems a t the b ep;innin r: of ea ch Sedra. 

However, he wa s v1ell rea d. and inf'orr;ied on all theoloe; ica l a s­

pects e.s we can r ea dily sec from his q_uotinp, of the theolog ical 

mA.s ters of his day. 

':!hat I present here is merely an atte:rrtpt a t analyzLii.g some 

of the comp iler's views. I am ~uite sure tha t I am reading 

rrru ch into his words which he never meant. But then r-ie;a in, it 

oft en seemed to me t hnt he d. id the SRme ni t h t he t ext he read. 

11.s v.re s ay in Hebrew "'"Ui1., betvree n us-- yet p;ood Rabb jnic d ic tum 

tells us ,-~~i1 ~1i ~1i nnd Also: 

· ----· ·-----1:i1 11:•,r:., "i't1:; p • i-1 1 -: •n.,r1·• nn ; J 

the only compellinc arr~ument :="tr.;c.inst me ma~r be t hat I c e.nnot 

be ca lled 8 p•n1 i•n.,n. 

Not e . 

I n t he llebrew t v) inr; , t he e:x:nc t s 1:iellinr; rind a l1brevi r-i tions 

·:.rere u s ed . ::Hnce no a 11ostrophe marl~ Y.ra s on the mach ine, t he 

l etter " Y•d " 1rnc1 t o be substituted/ 
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GOD and ISRAEL • 

. When one reads our Midrash , he e;ets the subconscious feeling 

that you cannot reason about God-- you must feel Him; you must 

ex-9er~ence His presence. One has to feel the presence of God in 

t he vmrld just as one reels the presence of His soul in himself'. 

This religious spirit is es much the pro:;:iert:r of' human . nature as 

is the scientific sp irit. God, lilrn love must be erperienced; 

you cnnnot a r p,ue yourself' into love. 

It is true tha t not everyone c an come to ·the God ideal by 

intuition. Hany may be soul-deaf. l~ot all Are so spil-itnally 
. 

attuned as to feel God. But ·what those who i'Tere so spiritually 

endowed felt end SA.YT so clearly, the othe r$ acce_p ted on f'aith. 

Judaism's God is one. This unity was not only a matter of' 

nu.1"llber. His oneness is also uniqueness. He is one--unique in 

His essence. Our forefathers ap1)ronched God not only through a 

cosmic sense, but t hrour;h the noblest and de8pest feelings within 

the!!lselves. 

Because the m.ost distinctive note of the God Idea was its 

eth ica l monotheism our forefathers did not concern themselves with 

theol-:>e; ical s pecula tions as t c what God is. 'l'hey reali~ed they 

could never fathon t his in their minds. Th~ concerned themselves 

only with wh?t God. wills, with <That God demands. 

God was t he L::ioul, the very life of our forefathers. By their 

live s they exemplified in the hir;hest r1easure, the r;lory, the 

beauty, the very essense of that God. 
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The compiler of our h'lidrash is a theoloeion and not a philo­

sopher. He seems to be proving point at'ter point-- but it is 

really not so. His words are really full of at'firmation and not 

demonstrations. Here you will not find the ontological argument 

which seeks to establish the e!tistence of God f'rom the analysis 

of the i dea of' God, or the cosmolo(\ ical argunent, which rests 

upon the nature of' the finite world--proofs that we find in the 

treatises or philosophy. Our Midrash affirms belief's. It states 

them strongly. Our Midrash stresses at all possible times the 

belief in one God. In commenting on the very opening verse of 

the Bible 

our 1'.iidrash states; 9 rii 

n•J •1n., 1·~ ~ c~J ,., ,n,., n·J : ~·u~,J iTD~nJ J1n::> ~ nno nn •190 

i1f C"N1,:Jil '>:.n;i ,J.,J c'"~"Z' ,,.r;• t{"J :: D.,1)1il 'ltl., l'K 1=> •1"~ t(.,l' 

.il•Jpil .,~ 1 "r~ ~ ·ni n~N il'"P" ,,,~ "JJn1 ill "l~n ~11 ill n"J•y 

The existence or the universe is here attribute~ to the 

creat i~£ act of one God. This is An important statement. 

Judaism recognizes no pantheon of pagan idols. Throughout we see 

that Israe l consistentl3r proclPims the message of the unity of God. 

God, in order to be onmipotent must be alone. 'l'wo or more di vin-

ities must divide )JOWer. Israel denies the reality of the imaF,es 

\'ihich were worshi ppe d. by other r aces and turned vd th d ise;ust from 

the crowded pantheon of even such cultured nations as the Greeks 

And Romans. Israel passionately held to the belief in one God. 

God' s works are numerous, and in the com.rnent on the words 
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three columns of details about the stars. All these detAils 

seem to show· how i>n:!_)Qrtant the work WP.S to God in the eyes of 

the HAbbis. This cre ntion took place with little effort on the 

PArt of the creAtor. '11here v11:1s neit her i/.rork nor toil; T'lerel y 

the enunciation of a ~:10rd; · in f a ct of a letter uttered i·'!hen 

e xh::i.l lnc. 

.1vp1 o·o~ •n , ,,J '~lv ,J.,J ii~·,~~~~ .,n~ 

Yet " l thour; t here ""!nS littlF:J effort in cre0 .tion, still 

everyth ing '. ·!!"' s crea ted in a finished stAte . .t:v erythine; w~ s in 

its fixed place. \ 
) 

ri•:::• :: -,:: i1~..,·~· D 7::i .. ,., 1:.: ~tJL;' "1 .,r:> ;-: ·· ·~ct\J~ .,:>, flt\i11 ti'n:n1 1;:,"1 

• l~iJl l :ii '.:l~ '"i l}:~l:..l Jllj,, l~ 1.:.; ji r::>iiJ.l 

rl'he 1 rorld '."Te see Y1:0. s cre <. t ec'L in 2 :;erfect .ec1 state . Our - . 
E iclresh o)poser.; •~.ny i<ler- of deve lox:ment . Just as An nrtist hanRS 

out h is s i gn nno ~ slrn p eople t.o cmn.e in P.I1<l s ee his ;·!orl~ , so God 

·.:orked t he first six d r y s . '.then GoC.. · :n.s throur-;h 1:-d t h P.11 of 

creF.1.tion, He hunc UIJ n· sip1 telling of his v.rorJrn a nd settled 

b ::J ck lettinp, 211 see whr. t he h; d done. 

11p•l n•:ap., - ~"P""" ,.lo,,,. ;1111101 -(40 '}-S 1• , , • p.,1) 
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,DMJ~ n1~101 c•ll1l n•l~1 non 1l ~p1 11~·1 ~~J n1·,l~ 1nl~ ,.,,n~ 

.1•n1,1)l o,Mn ·1~~ p•,1n~ no~ 1l '>l .a·o~n ~·p~l o·~'>~ an~ 1r.•1 

It y;as inconceivable to our i: ia_r FJ.sh thPt God shoulr. hnve 

the universe :=ma. t hen withcl r e.vm fro!"l it. Our Mi dre.sh 

fully believes that the universe continues to exist only 

di vine will . God hP s not yet stopJ.;ed do inr, vronderf\11 

'.l'he sun rises and sets, the s t ::i r-s appear, the r e in 

t he e 3rth yields~ts 1)roduce, and life persists a t God's 

command . . .'.tll this, one s ee s in the front Y1ina.m·: displP.y . 

en you see the sip;n , ·ou nre a ttra cted to t he store-- and in the 

you find ''.rondrous sir, :1ts . Wh n.t se ems to ?.paJ.l t he eye most 

see a sn"lll s1)a.ce take in th ing s m?.n~r t. i FlOR its CA J_) Fl.City. 

; j l!J D Ci: -

'i:n: " 'o ''n iH1'7 c:'rn '" :: r. lHl ' ':i' i-:o :· l P'i ''J:., "1ll1 ? '
1
D 

.n1:i, o•o)1D 1 ~ 1'10 p•tn'l:7 oyn ~.,l( p•tnr.> 1l'tU1 ctpi)il n:: tn1l 

The doctrine of ele ction i s not re ri lly AS exclusive n.s one 

i r:;ht i ma c; in e • Our i'.I ~drFJ sh cle.:ims f or Isr::-·.el only the privileRe 

f t he first-born. Israel i s first in God's kingdom. All other 

a tions a r e not e xcluded . God is the Lord of all n "l.tions, 'Hh ile 

is nane is es.ee cially ?..ttacheo. to Israel. Israel vrn s elected by 
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God. Israel by their ideal form or lire Yrere chosen to be the 

exemplif'iers or the true teachings or God. 

c71 1'i1 r:~ p"'r~? n:..i:rn _-""' . ., ~l:Ji:il pi" <J,-:•.',· :-,•··•·,,-,. (1 ·· - r."" .... ""'"l"') , ,_ ~ • • ., ~ ' I • , .. 1-:_ ., 

Isra el once elected b y God f'eels thRt it belonr; s to God. 

'.fhen Isrsel cln ins itself' to be r e cor-;nized a s a dependent 

u:i,1on God it asks Goa. for the most :tmr.iortrmt or all thinr;s--

nrurtel y , food. 

~oil ,r~ , .. ~ c•,1t o 1 ~ :ii~ o"pl~n 

God seems willinr; enough to have Isrflel a.e pena on II:i.m. 

1',or God rilone to have the power of bless inr; vrould r, ive ii::i.m 

It would a l so m.alrn mB.n too dependent upon God 's 

}:indness. '.!hen bles s ings cn:r:ia t oo eRsily , I s r pel f a ttens too 

q.u ickly, lcicks end soon thrm"!s off' t he :rol~e of the kinp,dom. 

God, therefore, decided to hand. ove r t . he power of blessine to 

_\.brahan and decendants. (.-• .;:,o t1i 1::-' 
\ '-'O"' 1 

p"> "11',ill , 1n:>,:i~ :D,;L1 "l i' "lill 1v·-n'>1 Cl il ,~l\? ii ~,.;>n , t l n " > 'i:i ~? ~: 

:,/e have t he seme idea reiterated in: 
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p1pt '"t•'"n Jtt:i ,ll n•Jpn '"o~ -;;:i"'l:i ;'!'"111 (202 ri., ::i 100 l'" p"'le) , , 
,., -i~n, 1~0'7 ,., n1i100 r.1~,J~ .. ,n ,~-~l tM:io ,~,l~ '" 0 ~1y'7 

. , .. ,l 

From one verse we mi r;ht infer th~ t Ishm1'1el is also blessed, 

but our l.ddrash i s qtJ.ick to make n aught of' it b y e xy l a ininr; that 

it is only for this world. (256 'l., ,:i JD~ 

,~1yl1 o'"lJJ ntn c;1vn ~1l1~l ,~,l -1r.~ '"n~il ni~ i'"nyov '7Mµn~·'71 

.1y,1'71 pn~-; M'7M nl'"f ttJn c'71yn n1l1m '7l~ n1~'70J1 

I s r a el used these bless ing s 1:1rell. 'l"he true prayerv.e l'"Jlow 

i s when God speaks to himself throuir;h the meditm of mrm . God 

:i.::u=> g iven Israel t::1e pm•.'er of' blessing a nd no•:! see vi!1:tt he doe s . 

He even outshines and outdoes the a nr;els in blessinr, God. I sr11 el 
~h ...... 

bears i n cm:im.on vdt h the Mr;els su(;h narnes ?. S 8otl' ~, holy ones, 

r-md ch ildren of God. But God. loves Isrr-i el even more than the 

anv,els. (511 'l, f~ JDD :l, p"'IB) 
I I 

t'"io1~1 ni~ '":iM.,o '"t'~ io .. ,n ~,,l n•lpn 01'" '7:i::i ~-in.,~ Dl'"l nn~ 

.1'"ri110M nl, c-,p:::i'7 o'"Vlli '"ttH1 t'"'11o::io1 1'"ui'7 n,'"t· 

There WG.s An intir.:ta t t~ nnd_ clo se rel::-tion JlR int a ined and felt 

between Goa. nnd I sr;:.e l. There is not any sinr;l e ende Prinp, ep ithet 



in the l :mgua r;e which is not a ccordinr; to our MidrAs h , applied 

y the scriptures to e xpre s s t his intimate rel a tion between God 

and his p eople. The intimacy of t h:'..s rel R.tionsh i .i.J is reciprocal. 

God needs us as much ns we need I-irn. And God in electing Isr1;1el, 

becnuse of Hi s gre F.t.t love for t hem calls them in His name. 

and gives t hem Palestine. Palestine is the best l and to be found. 

It is a t the p e ak of the Y·rorld. (21n rii l" p"\!) , 
.c.,1y.,~ 1n)l~ .,~"'IV" T"'l~V "n:in i•10 -o·"'l~no D"'l~M ~Y"' 

and. God is ever n ntchf'ul over it. 

Pnl est ine is s o wonderf'ul i:i. l e n c1 t hA t nn~rone Y! h o once hl'\s 

t~ sted of its beauty fe els thAt r-;obc; out o!: it i s liJt::e p:oinc into 

Gehenna . And if t~1e ele cted Isrqel should l eave the elected 

ln.nd , God rney even r, ive up the whole Y:orld . 

N., (! no~ l"ttl Mnl' 'H1 Cl:'1"l" 1ri"'lf:'l:'1 ,.,N:l lri"'lfni'l Cat,., "Ott-~ 

N., .n'N'~l .,:, n•:i.,n c·,~ i'lD~ ,~., .,:i, C""'l~D ,.,0 i'lY"'19 c~ "l~ 

;c,lpn nn·n~: ~oipn., ~"'lfln ri1:i.,n D~., 1:•.,1n nn~ ON ,., ~o, 

IsrGel is cho sen . Israel is to be indestruc t f ble; it cRnnot 

be C::.estroyed. 
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Our Midra sh wishes to tell us t hat it is not only over the 

de eds of man t ha.t God wr tches. :i:ie is also mindful of the aff a ir s 

of the nF. tion. God controls the des t inies of' hum.an i ty as a '\Ah ale, 

but Isroel is his favorite. Hot only is Isrrel indestructtble 

itsel f but it is composed of such natter thP.t al thour,h stepped 

upon and .:;round under) it finally rise s and covers all. 

T t: T no l' i',:; ~ 
I I 

• n 1 n Ht ii ., :i ' ~ : '•, ;r. o t ii ii l ir1 n n :i 

Israel wil l fino.11~' ov<:: rcome all ~ ince God fi,n;hts f or them. 

The everl ri stinr; fir:ht betYre en Rome and IsrAel can b e put \ h is vmy . 

Our liidrash f ir111l ;,r believes tha t t he bed ·1ry s of livinr. or bad 
t 

p;overn;1.ent is incoH;,:r: t,_ble with t he idee of t he Kingdom. 

, lD p,9) 

.o~~ c~.,l ~ 'l~ 'lJ.,~ on·,~ "v oni,1 

Sontet imes ·,·rhen we lool~ a t the Yrorld we see Israel a.1d all 

it stands for, seeminp,l y defea ted. .Gut we find that the defea t 

i s a physical one and never a cultura l or s p iritual one. 

J?il' f 'N - 1t'V • .,. o•,•n1 lpjl' 'fp a,rpn (426 '1"1 ,J:i tnc , T:i p"'I ~ ) 

.~'"t'J ~.,N ~.,,~ l ~p t'~t .,lpJ r" ~ ~.,,~ 

How of'ten the other na tions have even a ttempted to i.vin over 



Israel by other ~e~ns than force . But I srael shows that even her 

lowliest principles are far above them. (497 4H8 'I, :ii, P"'9) 
.a•1nnn ""'"D~ n•o;1~l 1rnn no 1l nrn11 •l1v •:itv n•o;16 •:i1~ •l1v 

~,-~,n y:i,~ ,ll~ •J1~ •J1~ ntn p1o·~J •01~ M1n c•oye ~~,~ n·~,l ., ·o~ 
1·0~1, D~nM 1·~1y 1JM1 11.,~M 1llV tn~ •• ,D1M1 ,M,~· nM •• ,,~D 1n~ 

01~1, 1M, •• ,D1M1 ~l~Ml Q~nac ••• ,, 'j" ,~~-~ .1J nf~l1 1nD ···~1,DM1 
.~·1non "'1no~ n•o.,l~l ''"" nntn' 1•,01M ,ac,r.- , .·11'~ Dlj,DM 1M, ·1172 
1;1p •;1p1 n1;1nol n1n•1v n,1n a~" v• 017~ an; 1•,01M 0·1~on n71noj M1no 
.a~' nyo1v ·1~1 nfl M~1·~ •11M,n .noo1n ,~,v· n1nn1 n;yo7n n1·~w n1nr.1 
no7 .a•.,y12 i•oyD •o• no 1n7 t•,otac Jn no 1~ 1·~01~'a;1yn n101acw 11·~1 
a~ nt 11,., nt ~yJo n~· noj •o• ,,.l"'~ 1~l,l ;yJo nM,V a,ac, no1, ,l,n 

.no~1 no:l nl'lac 1.lf ,.JD ,nc1p t•J•:i:i ,.DY!:! p 

God's k inr,dom is based upon mank ind 's knowl ede:e of Id.m , encl. 

their rel r-:.tion to ~ds nearne s s. The a.c cep t ance of 1he Kinf~dom 

':ras so i m.ilortant to our Habbis t hat they t llought it n a s absolutely 

nece s sary for t he continuation o r t l1e norld. Hen.ce the li..inp,dom 

nust have been o. ccep t e( by t he first rri.an . 

Our Midrash first cr edits "'"dam with beinv, the first one to 

recoenize the hin~don of God. 



\"le might s ay that before Creation, God's power was potential; 

2fter Creation it was actual . Hithout subjects we cannot imac ine 

a king. There was none to procla im God in the paleozoic age when 

the marrnnoth icth~saurus wallowed in primord ial slime. Only 

v.;hen man appeared , in v-mose brain the l amp of re son vrss kindled , 

was a crea ture formed who loolced up to the broad expanse and pro­

claimed God ' s name. 

"l £~;) 
, ., "Qt.; tl it( , ') "O : , r.>t.'J ill) ilft ~ l 

"lQ~ . .. C,l• 1':- "l) j-, " r::i :·: .. Q 'l ~ , ';i "Q~; 

- -

, ., "Ot-. (~o t .. 
I' I 

• ii ai :< i1 p:i "! 1: .llL .. 

"m. 

.. j I) i:'• :i IJ i ., \ 
I 

• )J ) 

.. J .L' ~ , ">. .. t\ AID 

'l'-' n" --­.- • -1 · " 

. n "l~~ '~~i,~ J"J1 ·:":i · n -: ~n~ Kl~ .'n~~ 1" ~ 'l"l 

Credit for the first intellicent and ·world wide recognition !) 

of the Kingdom, however, goes to 1\.brahrun.. 

"'" -"J· ;, ... • ""'J t·• 01 "r~ ·· • ·· ... ,. "· , , c··-- ··· ........ ,. "1 " 1 i.' I, J 11 .. -. I .. . J l.t • I / • • ,j , • Ii I~ 4· , I I.I\ , 
-~~~~~~--~~~~ 

The apostles of other f a iths thunder t he i r messa~e of s aving -
the soul for t he bliss of another vmrld: t he J er:ish pr o· hets 

thunder the messac,e in bef'alf of t he se.cial dut y here on e r-: rth. 

Other relic-; ions promi8e rev:ard in t he bliss tha t is to come after 

de a t h : Juda i sm o f i'ers its revmr d 11 so thfl t thy days may be pro-

longed upon t he e nrth wh ich t he Lord th.r God g iveth thee.
11 

It 

·was Abraham , s ay the .tlabbis , who firs-c brour;ht God datm from t he 

he avens to t he earth, callinG liim the God of the he avens and God 

or the e arth . God to our i.,iidrash nas t he ? m Ter to influence men 

on e arth, not in t he heavens nbove. 



· · -i t ·• · .-- , ,'" ~ ' r- i .)' ' - , ·- • • • \ d • J. • I I '• (:I , ::i i'"'\ !.' / 
- - I I 

.,, ., .. . _. DL, .. i., 
- • . 7 )- • 

There i s no doubt but that God' s crs" = t~ ::: · i·. c1esir e \-! l.S tl e 

cre n.tion of man . ~t is likethe ljttle bo¥-~~:te~ 
4 olye r tr ~' -·. i'!l°'"th i s.>:ed each-perso'ii ·_1e ' 'me"t i.\t'te'4;Re~~-they 1.'TOU l ::l 

• ..ic-. .. 

u1 -e +,e !IP!etr~M R5'.i~~ ~!8 ... e!' imr~.d ~s~, 

"l.,.e •" 'fl reJ. i l tte-ooy 1• -JJ.0.¥1.aJT.er..,, Vla.$ .. AO.t ,:to.dla.~11·e_'._'l~1rt1'11 

~1 f eL.)l'ession fr1isfi7l tet'l. ve!".Y ·:t:mif, . ' 'nt~~-~foe"1'm hO't e!lof 

t.h.g r mrelV e r n.n<l hur't"~iJ I n t h is p icture our ~fribbis 

i in i n t Go <1 e.t ·the time of the crention o f nA.n . 

it!) .. ~' D'D.,l!Ji"I Jl:l., l'lD., 1,Dtt ~bn!V J1":::il D,tH'I l1~1 t;"lJ , .. r.l i"IL' )l 1ll:ri 

.,,JC~ "lN ~~~ .. J~l 'n" ~Y "l~ Jn., ,n~ ~,Jn .,K L'll ~~ "'\n 1'lD., ,,D~ 



21. 

I ) 
God is Y!illinf, to suffer. i~fter 2.ll the whol8 '.'1orld " ns 

crea ted not simpl y for exis ten ce but for man . 

t•n1xo n~1 ~,. c·n~~n n~ -cn·J~ ~p~· n1, •Mn1 (67n '1, ,':> toD ,~o p,!) 

~,Jl ~; 0')1yn ;~ ,,pa,~ ., ·o~ ai~n ;~ nf ·~ •Nn .ci~o ;:> nt ·~ ,,D~ -- -- -- ---- - , ... ___ 
11yo~ ·'"'~ D~1~n ~~ ill~ nt ')1pv ·n~ ~ln~ , J NJ~ ·~ .nt ;•l•J N;~ ........,...,.:-.... __ . 

- ·---.n,., n11~; ~;~ ~,ll ~; 0~ 1 y n ;: •01~ ·~iy tJ 

One mi e;ht remark the t even vrere man r,one there would s till be 

the f'lorn ancl f auna to ma}::e use of t he 1.:lorld. But no-- ~nn i s t he 

sole reason for the creation and should he 1·;0 all must r;o. 

1i'~:'t ;in l'J'll' n•n nnnl cite oac _,v:i ;=> nn~., -c1s1 t,i ,i· 1no ,' F,!·} 

;:>n 1•iJ1~ ci~ ·1~1 ;·~1n1 ci~ a,•lv: ~;~ N~ll ~; n~o., ~,llV ;~ ~;~ 

.iJac 

In f a ct, not only ;·.r8 s the ' .. 'orla_ creri ted for Tllan , but it Y·'n.s 

a l so {~ i ve n to mr-in . ~ma. s o should God Yffmt to chPnr~e i t , He mus t ·--------· •4 • 

first receive mPn' s per!Tii s sion . 
~- ~-......... ------ . 

1 ~ ,ntcl 1 ~., 10 • 3 .,n tc; ~ 0 ;1pn n~ 1·n~1pn~ ;•oNo 11·~ p•i10 •1tc t•R etc 

.~,op~ cic nppt ~ ,n~·l ·1~ t~n ~,D~ 

Our Midra s h tells usai: interestinr, f act in the cre "> tion of man. 

The a.ust from v:h ich he v.ras mP d e came from t11e four corners of the 

wo!'ld ana. vn-i s o f different colors. 



I wona.er if' I Ytrmld be 

use t his i:ii a. rri.sh to ex1)ound 

stretchinc; to ) Oint 

the theor1es (that: 

22. 

too for , it I nould 

a . MR.11 Ym s creA.ted in 8 nwnber of ]:i l a ces rit the ['; r-i !rte time . 

b . ThBt t he colors of t he dus t m:tr;ht re~er to t he colors of the 

r a ces. 

Ir t h e ' ... orl d. '.7as creAtea. only· for :-:i.an i t stands to renson 

t h8.t pro1, ;n tion r.rust be of utnost i.u portanc.e . 

us : 

Our I.Tidra sh tells 

Ji'l'7 'o~ _,lJ.l~·1 c"v:i~· io')1 D'p DP" c'nll.lV ':i -(1H1 c1i ,i: Joi), pie) 

.n'l"'l1 n'"'U>'7 a-;'7tc a'nsrn at.,:i1 e<'> J:>'1J1J'7 1}1DZ'il 1:>'7 p11U~· ' " c"'I~ 

In f eet, ::hen r11r..n does not propasnte it seems a s thou;-~h J1e is 

not ) l e ri s inr, in t~~ e;res o f. God . 

pn~' ni''7' ny - 1'70"J~ .,D~'1_M"ili'I n~l 'n~1 -(311 rii ,:i~ JDC,~:> p.,9) 

1"~ 1~"~:> 1~1~ t"N1, c'71yn n101~ '"" srit ~'J \l"l~ cni:iN n"n~ Jot '>:>v 

'7:>:i 1DS1 c'n'7~ ":> ~lS11' ,.,o~ 1n\lpt~ pn~" 1'7 i~il v 11":>\ .1ny ~-tti,~ 

~o i m.L1ortant is proJ:)ap1tion t 11 2.t our l~ ic3 .. rnsh tells us th:;t 

God assists.nan in the a ctunl performance of the act . 

t ~ I DE> ., p"U) . , 
ov'1 at'7M n111:ir.1 M'7~ 'D' nwyo 1nJN.l J~ n'lpt.~' 'o'lo at\n n~·'7~ nny l~~ .. , 

.D'D~ 
i-.{;e should not~:'1 man from. brL11i. inf~ children into the 

V!Orld • .-_braham e;ave birth to Isae c a t the a{;e o f one hundred , ye t 

when Is an c Y.r ri s a'hou t to tP..lce v;ife f or h i mself , he first tried to 

provide his fa t he!· i:<fi th one. 



23. 

1-il., lt'1' 'lac n•11•1 l'ID)I in•·n~ .,'7DM •Di' niil( 1., np•., n'> ~~ 1• :a:11 pn~· 

n•J.,, n·~DD .,~l· ~.,1 n1., n.,1p ,., ~·~oac1 .,ln n~ 1'> .,,'"'' ,.,~ ~.,~ 

••• ,., •n'> .,~l ~·Jo •oMJ ,~., 

I 
I 
I 
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H 0 LI N~~~-~ 



25. 
I-lOLD:~su 

Our Midrash shows us •ghy ~ cl un.f: tenaciously to .. the 

idea of a God vrho could not be de p ictec_ in Lnterial form .• ~.hereas 

other peoples ascribed omnip otence to t }1e ob;i e cts of their 

reverence, ~Jews added. to that qu nlit;,r the . further Rt t r:i.bute of 

~erfect holiness. While the pagan r a ces co1ll d imar:ine their 

gods possessed of pas sions l'lnd appetite s a no indulr inr: in sensual 

:p l easures, ,/J eu s think of God only in terms of the suprem.e vir-

tues. Our Midrash shows us how a new vista wes opened up before 

mnn in his d e sire to perfect himself by h is noble conce;ition of 

God, and i t remains t he unsurpa ssed height of s p iritua l 11 s:p5.rat ion. 

+ '11P,~~ It inade Goa. not merely the obj e ct of htLi!l.AJl norsh i p , rmt v _ _ 

e :1,vli:u::. of' huri~n conduct. Lilce a t Ji...reaa. runn inr; t hroughout, our 

n P..tional experience Y:e can see t h is seArch , this yearn inr-: and t h is 

r ::: Hch inr-" out f or God. :j 
At one tim.e the D •n.,~ '""" or a s it •;m3 Rl s o c r- lled the 

t'Ji1pi't "'., Yras alvrays i n t he specia l l:ee p inr; of a c ASt-t_-the priests. 

It is still so in Christiani t ;r vrhere sacrement s · c an be r: ivcn only 

by the priests. J..)riests still rer;e rd them.selves superior to 

l aymen. Judaism ::s d iffe r ent in t hat the s p irit of holiness and 

of God is not a lloY-md t o remain in a special group . This vras 

ever the fic;ht bet·ween tr1e p ror>het and the priest. The prophet 

won and this spirit of holiness be come universal. This makes 

any mRn a potential le~der. The s p irit of God can descen~ on all 

men. This is t h e hope upon ·wh ich the future of himmity rests. 

Thus the v·npn n1, really becor.ie s t he D41Mit n,, . 



26. 

God's BOOdness fills the e e r th . lie d i d not stop His goodness 

a fter Ile Gave Isrtc el the Torah . In f act v,rhen r:l nyt l· inr; is bad God 

doe sn't even want to be rem.eni.b ered in conne ction VTit h it. An y -

thing b ad dies and is r,one . God wants to be reme1'lbered only wit h 

the f.OOd. 

·n~ iwn 'll1 o·n~~ Mip•1 l'n~ ,,~ 'll .a1• ,,~~ c·n~~ Mip•1 _ (22 '1'1) 

,,, ioM 1~1 Rl1~n ~y ,,N nyin ~~ 1D~ ,.~,D n•lpn 1·~~ lM~O .n~·~ Mip 

.~i ii11• ~; nn• yvi rcn '• •' ·~ 

To do Good t h ing s is very essential. One a ctually pr olonps 

t he 1 ife of t he 1Jerformer and t he benefa ctor. . ..... , 

God' s acts of cre ntion took place before mru1 come on aarth . 

ci ince r11an ' s creat ion, hovrever , God has not mnde any chanr-;es in the 

norld . God onl~r sits b a cl<: and ac ts in a moral me nner. i:.> i n ce 

man ' s ::i.ppen.rance on t h is vvorld, man can emul A.te every one of God ' s 

8 CtS . The y are no lonf~er inimitable. J.~an can thus be Al most 

::i s iJO\'!e rful an God. In f act man s honl d a l r.rays trv to emul ate 

God. 

TIC 

v1,p ,,~ p•is n•n nn~ ~M p•,s ''~ a1ni n•n nn~ ~N a1ni a1n nn 11Jn 

.~11p n•n nnN ~· 

The ide~ of Holiness is t he h i p;hest achievBment and the deepest 

experience as well as realisation of righteousne s s . In its 

broad fe a tures holiness is but another word for " Imita t i o Dei", 
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a dutY iniimitely ass ociated "rith Isr"'el ' s cl t t · ·• _ose con ac rith God. 

The holiness of Isr~_el is dependent on their a cting in such 
8

_ 

way as to become God-like. One should make th ntt "b t 
b.O~ vu e ,_ ri u es of 

God one's rconduct. le should reT!l.ember , hm·rever, that t h is God-
/\ 

li}<"eness is to be confined to Eis man i fes t a tion of mercy and 

rir;hteousness, ~~?~~o ~~!~E_~t? __ o:: rip, id justice . 

The one soul pr aises the one God • 

• • nM • ..,l ·~~l - ·0~1 1~' ,•n·~ 

Llan , in fs c t , can raise himself to a hip:her st11.te by P. ctinr; 

FIS r;ood RS Goa. . -ilhen one 2 ct.s as 11 n an~el , one seeminr,l y becoJ11es 

one 8nd i s ca lled s o. 

-(276 ~, lbJDD n• p~e) , , 
.o·~~'c 1M~p1 1n1r.·'~ 1~~~01 o•w1~ 

.::.>uch JJ80};le vfr10 do perform t he good deeds a.re ca lled t he 

The ir~s is a superior lcind of hoJ iness . It even rises 

0.hove the ·~ orah . The Chasid or £.;adik does not vmi:t f or a dis-

t i n ct cornnand.rnent , but trie s to infer :from ·. he ex11l ic:i.t wishes 

o f the Fat he r the dire c t ion in vrh ich he is lilrnl y to r; ive Hirn. joy. 

'l'hey are r ewarded b y God for ci.oing good dee(l s. I!l fact they al-

:.1o s t seern l ike God . God is a l v1r-. rs well off and so are the;v . 

". /hen God has troubles He takes them along in s tride and o.fter a 

n!1 ile it turns out 'for t he be st. 

The L.adil : is R.h n ys c .. r ed for by ,µ-od . 

01po ~~lV c•p·i~ '~nn·,~~ --n·l ~V n•nn ""' -(617 ~, ,o 100 

The Zadi~\: will hA.v e everlastinf; i>eP,ce ulthour;h troubled now. 



nl'~' fp t•M~ 1l'~D '01M .,fu•;~ • ., • 
, - n ""' -(e<11 11i,rpo •:1•1 ,op•,.) 

.J•i1n9 J'71~1 t•i1~·'; TP v•1 D'p'isn 

In s hort , as long as there are Zad ikim in the world t here 

is blessine; in t he worl d . 

The L..ad i1: im belonf,: t o God . He t ake s t he be st cr..re of.' t hem 

in lifP. ""Jld de e.th . God seen s to be anP,ered ·:when J a cob is en- • 

Jn.l ::ned . 

'110 li •o• _,.lM nM ~1n'7 o·M~~n nM ,.,lY n~ 'lD'' 1J•1 -(761 ~, 
1
1 p.,1) 

;~· •n•'n N; 'lK nlpn 'DM .1'lM "' ~1nv ;~ 1•n,; ai1p ~c1· no no 

·'•.,~· •no lpy• np;1n ·Mi'n ;M 1•nn~ln 1~ ,;n1 ntn p•isn nK .,1ov; 

The ~adik reall y never dies. IIi s days I.la ~,: die but he r,oe s 

o , l iving forever tlu~onr.h h is good deeds nnd c,re ::-· t narJ.e . 

,., ,,.,~- 'D' 1l.,p'1 - n1D; , • .,~- •o~ 1l.,p'1 -(703 ~, . ~~ JDD ,'D pi•) 

;K., ~ · l.,p•1 MD~~ 1•no 11•• 1n1 1•no c'p•iJ ;~ Jii'nla' 'D1K ~·p; fl 11yo11 

.n10; ;,.,~ , 'D' 1lip'l ~;~ •n: t•~ r.10; 

·11.h en a :6ndik leaves the world he is met by S:i)ecia l s.nr,els-­

..freally the 1; 1"leM~:R:t1S o f pel: ttt'i.,,.es)' 

'DK ~DY ;M ~DKl 'lK an·;~ io~·1 Dn1K 1J'1 -(760 rii ,m~ JDD ,~D pi•) 

'"".,P" t•Ms1' n.,'1ii -.~o 'lfl n1n:> rg;r1 a;1yn JD p•is .,~J\7 nJll1l .,,y;" . ., 
~11• D1,Wl M\~· n.,D1 ~ ""'' 1M1~l ,,,n r..,OlK ""'' D1,~l Mll n~D1M ~n• 

• D1'1 ::l:>~D .,, 



God takes c a.re of t he L..ad i k ' s body <' nd soul. J3oth are 

provided for by God. 

ll>P '7JJ rr"lpn en i=» Dat -n·-.~ol J1"ltcJ ow••1 -(772 rii ,'~ 1oc 
1

1 p._•) 

c••nn ,,,~l n,,,J N"'n~ 1n1pcJ '7y io1n1 ;p 1nn•o inat? ,,DM a•p•is'7w 

- 1~ n~vn ·~at'7Dl nat-.1l 'JD'7 n~DflD1 nic1y c•n;1~ •0'71y;1 0'71~'7 1"'1D'7 

.n'7atn c•io1~n J"'l c·~;no ,, •nn11 
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TORAJI 
31. 

··,Je learn from our h;idrash that v.re ar e 111ore c;..ualiffod. for 

~ 5 ,. 1 va t ion than the rest of' the norld. The claim j_g ~ not 

lJe c au oe we possess intrinsically superior r:1ental or moral tr,i.its 

b 1.l.t because of' the ... ·0Articular ~ ;A y of 11·f'_e to · ·r,., 1'c·, ' ·· '· t d \·. ,. · 1. :re ctCQlC 8 e 

ourselves. In -our trad ition t hn t particular y:By of llfe j_s re-

,J r ded as set :forth in t he 'Iorah. 

'.fore.h it is f'a r f ror.i. being book-minded. 'l'be TorRh ';re rnust r e0.l-

izG :.: s ms r c l y the vis ible obj c.;ct or s:yrn.bol of a wr:) y of livinc . 

1

.1.'he Rdmiration for the Torah u.nbounC..cd e s it v:os, ilf: S not 

~;lin<l end. unr .s :rnoned . The traC. itional be lief th~ t t he 'l'orRh 

c :~ ~: L': d irectl:v fro~ God gave rise to fe e l inp, of nr:e t l1n t elicited 

ob<x :;.enc e . 

; ;lorU'ic ~' t ion of t he '.forah, eXiJressed in rill of our ~ - ~ id :r · 11sh . 

'l'!te 'l'ornh s e ens to hove tl1e :i..nhs ·r·8nt ;i oY:er of c:on:ferr ing 1 i.fe 

:•hUJ1ctPll t and 88.l vr·tiOil t o tho s e \'.•ho COlldUCtefl t hemsel Ye f3 in 

ri l 
I : I 



-
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32 . 

The Torah derives i ts nuthor i t v fror.o -'-1' e ' · ,..-•.. · · ' t.. • J\.lil1 ,C!.O ~ . Go r1. seys 

t.o Isr e.el, "If you hPve r e ce ived r~y Linga om, you ... ust UOY' rece i ve 

:~y d. e crees " . 'l'h is i s in dir e ct co11tl'_ ,"'st to "' Chris t ie.nit:·.' . i;,f"ter 

n Christian Hcc e p ts J e sus , he no lont~,·e~. needs t ' L J 0 • !le ::iy , f or esus 

SA :'/fJ , " I a :·a. t he L;:i•:1 rmd I om t he .:Jp i r it ." 

Torah is e ssentiAl to t!1e life of the Je,'! • Our Hr:ibbis cow·1ent 

on the V?. r s e : 

117Y .,t't( rtDJn nat1 ac•i- 1.,nJ "'V ., t1~ 11t1n nan -(204 ri1 ,:1 fDD, l" p.,•) 

·r.~~ 1M~~ 1~M:> "n~n l"~Y n'1yD n"'l1n .. .,l,., ,.,J" n~ n~~Dn ~~ v"p'1 ~-., "DM 

. ,.,nl 1iD"'1 .... . " "n:> • .,, lt'll "'IW~ VDH1 nMl 

One \'iho t er-i c ii es 2 n an 'l'ore h can re ~1 lly be c r· lle d. his ">flker • 

. ;it,:,out 'i'o rnh T!"'fl could r e 8ll y sriy """J "n1D. ~:lhen R rnrn stud. i 0s 

'l'orc.h the brent~ of reol 1 ife is in hhi . ifoy; he no ,r be t rul y 

(: :.' l l ec~ :J l ive . Our i .~ ic.rssh r-t tr- c llen r;r ;:w t i!:iports nce not onl :.r t. o 

'.i:'h:.s id.e f'l is t o 

1.:: un:'. erstoo t~ on n na tion :: l bP.sts t oo . 1?or not onl .' ( o o:.: n T118 n 

liv ~ by '.i.'ornh hu t c J.r;o doe:3 t S-te nat ion . 

lj J Dt fj p•u) 
I I 

-~"'Si .. , .. 

I t is intercstinr; t o l eF:rn f J,on our l.d arPsh the er:1pJ; a.s is _i.ll f'ced 

on s tud.yinr; t l: e 1.L'o r ah aloud. 

n•n11 l'51" p .,,y"'1t\ •-.'7 ,; n"n , .. ,.,.,n telt•n -(362 rii ,c" JDD 

.1~·0'1r. njV D"J~ 1J'7~ -.n~'7 ~n'1l n11w 

}l .... c \'e coni·. -:nuP.d thr ou,·,·hout the centur i e s . '.i1his ide a seems to C l v .w ~ 

'" " 1 11 1· 11 not f eel tho t he is .1.c, t h in very c. a .' 3 r e 31 11Ye :::; h iva .uo c.1Ur y: 
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s tudyinr; unless he read s a loud. 

I have h e ard t b.e theory ti~ i-i t ti:e r e a son i s th is. In orde r t o 

l earn V•ie ll We FlUSt 8Jl_.t:Jeal to ELS n 8IlV s e:nse s nc: O'"' 'b l _ c; ._. .l:' 0Sl e. 'l'h e e ye 

s e e s , t he nIDuth says , th6 ear he ars. 'J.'his s ounl1. S rm ch like modern 

er: uc :::; t i ona l t heory , but J: real l y i!Onder if t hat i r_, t l1.e idea behind 

I thin}~ t hat Ph s t nay s o tmc;J. rn.1or e _ _ r ens on. bl e i s the 

thoU[;ht tha t le8.:.i.~n ing f or onc~s elf is not snow~h ; one Dust ;~ 1. :.0 

te,., c h otheJ· s , o the r \: i s e ToJ.' s.'n 1.
0

'!:: bouno· '·o b e for~ ··o·'·t·e - ~ l ' J ! ,t u • I • lt i s on l y 

':!hen i t is cont inu oun l y taw~ht t l:.e.t i s f orever ren emb "!r ed . 

Refe rrinr; t o the s t u d;.r of the '.I'o r Gh he snic! , " I f I O.on't stulity 

·i·,J: e '.i.'orah , .. ho cr:.n f; o i t f o r r'1.e? .And i f I s ho 1.J_a ntu( .:r ~-1 e · .. orah 

8nl;.r f or my self y·ithout iJ B.Ss i nr, i t on i·.o others , of -. ·11~ t u s e mn 1?
11 

_-.t ~n~ - r ot e t ids , ... id.r~ s h , i t se i:-;ns t o r.'e , str:nc~~; eut, end in bold 

11 11h~n t he 
% ;A---VVW 

i t continue to 
r-

,, t J •• t. 0in r: ::.. . 

~ an1. 
'i'orah w~s 1:;ive n to Israe l i t vrns V·Ti th t 1he i d.eci. tha t 

It v,~ci s not p, i ven on l y to t he peoyle 

This i Cl. e Fi seems to be s t rongl y enphasiz e O.. I n 

r~ ct , nt 0ilw i Go d. r 8fuses t o Give I sr·eel the 'i'o -.-·0h e ' n r.fte r 

they se.y ~Dt'l 1 nvyl until Isrf1e l se t s up i ts cl~ i l dren as su r ety 

tbi t t he : ·1.· i ll continu3 s t u r1y in(-; t he Tornh . 

io11< ~ .. ., .i·s:> '""'" nypn 1J1'"'l'1 nl.,)1 DM •1:a -(s:.1 ri, , JDti 

1 .,o~ n'"'l Hll"I nt~ ant( l .. o • .. po n•lpn a:r'1 • oM • J '"D .,~ .. 1 !>? r,ac•u1'" 110)111 nyi'l 

•oM )J\l"'\Y'" f'"'ll(' c·o~ ,.,D~ C'"l"'\Y 1~·ln an'1 "'\D~ .YD~J1 n~~J t•n ,., 

, .. ~ .. .,x C~'"l'"'\)1 1"" '"DM \J,l'"'lY'" 11'"~1lM 1"'\DM .1'"n9'1 l'"=>"'"' , . ., .. ~l ,,,~ 

• •n -~ .. , .,.,nDJ '"D~ lPY'" . '~Y "~ lnM pn~- .~,~ i'1Dl .,ON~ '1y C'"l"'\)1 
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, ., "t-: • , ..... ll 1 • it ., ~.,r • n1linl a•;s;1£':> an., "Ot\ 1l1l.,)i" Cl"M'll 1.,D~ 

n,c• Cl"l"l1'1 0 .. ., ,,, :µ '9D 'n:l, D'l11!) .. ,ii D'liV Ci!; "DM 1l1l"'I}:" 1l" ll 

• t n .. 10J1., t J1 ... • n1 :rn n ac'n~ ty l"M1 • t l1 

_ _j_1lrns h • ..:itudy in{'; '.L
10re.h Oll8 d PY i s 1!101'8 i n portc.nt t I'..a.n a t ilous-

. ,_: d s .''c;r·ific .; s • 

• n-.1n ,, J~l at.,~ -D'JlV n•n1.,~w~ 1;· ~~n -(s~s ~,,·tot ,o p.,a) 

'"'wJn ... .,,JD ,.,ac i1JJ np;y n".,D:l :tc'it1 .ti"io1 J"'lnM nt•o nt .0•1•-.;- nv'>;, 

_.,,,, .,,, '>~JW a•p·~s 1'>~ D'll~ n•n1.,:>~~ 

'11hc°! Tnral1 j_ ;:; t he sourue f or Pll f.ood u-._ :in{.;s . 

ilD.,~ lll i•nv~ a•o;~, ~1'>1y ~'>aco •10; n"'l1fll pt1p nnacw ,"~ c1• .. ., l1~ 

.nJton "ll ;~ "JD7 l""'lpn'> 

1.:o:r.2h o t her •. :ise 

- ·a. i.il a"'\ n ~ve -,.· ~1.· i_. 0 . . 1_._n r-../: .;n t. fl e 
i t t oo '.:oul d nc;v e r [:;•ve b(:-len c l et':'. nse u. a n ~.ro '"'" - - - .i.. 

lo··:'l:v s tn t e o f' 8.11 otl1er nP.tions . 

in ;y ;ac.,v• 1;oyv • .,,.,, -ryn J1c ·~ n~acn acin1 -(89 ~, ,· JDD ,lP.,•) 

npDD ac'> 1~·; ~ n.,1n ni-.•1 'J"D 
1ioy ac;v c;1yn ~101~ .,ii,., yin .1non11 , 

· ""''" '"" n1n•1 ac'n •1•0 .,n '>SI .a•o;1y •0; 111; 1 0;,J1; 1•,01y 1non1tl l" 

I 
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~tno. :v must l e m: t o :i_-:; ri.:' c t ice . 

; ood ~ or t he Mind nnd 

, :11 i r!c of l5_f e. It ' s 

,, 
"'011w 1-); l·J· 
'-' - ·'/ ' I. ' " 

ordinan ce :::; 

The ~or~ h do 8n not onlv offer 

ere DU!'leroHs , bu t t lrny Yre r o not 

intended by God to be :'. :;rake prerrn i.nr, :1eAvil ;; U;_JOll the hu!.111n b e in;~ . 

~ t. it is be c -~w~ e of l~o n ' s love for lsreel t.h r. t he ;;o.ve - :r.e: 1 i dtzvot . 

Jll"DW ~.,w· l"l"ln -DJn.,,~ ,~l n~ an.,Oll -(252 'i, ,M" lDD ,t• p,•) 

n\·~·~ pl,M1 tn•nn~J ntllDl 1n•n1µl,tl t''Dn\ c~M,l 1·.,~n n11sal n•lpn 

I n f0 c - God i s v e17 anx ious t llr t I sr11e l C'.C C . i: ; t t J1j_s hounty of 

, .i t.::,vo t . 

D"J''1~D 1"i1 'Jl -a~n;,y , Wl n~ on.,011 •(252 rii N" JDD t• p,1) 
I I -

t.o 

·j·.-,. :""·tinr, I srr'a. J so \':e l l. 

f u l 1 Hl1ilent. o f co~1!o ndnents • 

i . ~ i tzvot e.r c imt the ~ · retext f or 

is d 01.1.bl' ; nnd trU~ re _p n. i d f or t he 

• n~·~n ,~w1 no•p ,~w ,., tn•; _,.,., ap•1 -(319 ~, •l JDD ,l~ P,1) 

~ an~ 1ft .. , ·'•,~· "Jl 1~y·1 ,~;·1 •011 •1n 
.n·v~ ,~~ ' n~•7n ,~w , ~ 
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~1r be - ·' f-tt l f H .-1- ;:Ii t iVQ?. 

zvot l)ecHu s e they ore good J.-4 ~ .! .. -: 

-(222 ~i l~ JD~ i• , , 
.n~~n~~ ~'"' t·~~n~v n~1~,~ n11xo ·n~; ,.lJ ':>t .~Yl ,,~v ,¥, e1no 

lsr~el c ~rt. n inly i.'~ s '::orth:.r thnt i t be s hcn·.n °11 this :r~vor snd 

o•ylv o•n•o; .11 0·1~1 D·~J~ D•nMo~ ,~ inMl a·~J~ c•n•o' •'~ n1;1•1 

~'f. tn•r.1~0 t•vo~o 1•a M~ Ci'J1~M~n a•i•on ~·ini c•,·t~:> •oMi M1n n~?~1 

. • -'- ' ' .o ~ " l • ; "'- r ~QA · r, ·"n --,.,.., ~ .., i, • ...,v211 •l e .l, -::; c; s i:, _L (, "' ' · jJ::; .L . _L J . .!. • ..:· n .. - ...:... v •..J • ... t ~ -
i ;, ·ri t h h i ;n . 

i ~ ives lif e to ). T'""Oll ; t r·e 41i_vcn2-::-.es hlrr1 8. l . . - •_) ' - (. 

"o :· mch A n con\_ bn11bl i nr: '.'i':i.tsr . 

c••n n•o y•l( tc"-i -o••n c;•o 9!tcl er: 1ttxn•1 -(408 rii ,o• JDtl ,1:> pia) 

~t one ti~1e P.J1d l ~~, t a 1 lfet L1e . 

not onl:r st1;,rl:-r . :i:t neans sor11e thing 

':i 
•' 

I 
. ' t ,1 

I 
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ci.iffe rcnt for encll person nnd r:t. e~:. c]1 ;.-r:e . ,\no ··-e l:noY: not , .. h i ch 

is the corre c t inter pre t a tion . 

nn1• DlC •D1~ '""1n• ., nW • , ,.. - ac np 1 D:t"\lat l\0• 1 -(374 tii .• 1DD ,n~ p"\1) 

, ~ • D71D in11pt:i ,,. n•1n '1~ ,~,,~ll n"\1n:i no••D,nD n"\1n 11•• ui1• 11•~ •~ i1 LL 

.o•l10 ,nae~ on·1~ 1•n D~' • 1M1lpf "v 1~ in1"\9l i,~ ii•l 

t,he d o '3ru11ent in i ts co~'l •. o sj t:i.on s hoY.'S i t s ,-.;ood char·.: cter·. 

r.oo <l r:nd b erutiful, 0 1~ :=i l l tho t i s ': ·nr ti1 )J.10 ':.r in: ~ . Eenc8 it our:l1 t 

t o i)<J )Oi:. sib l ~ to r :i.iJ; l ~ r i t to flll conll:i.t.ions of life. 
It sho1;.l r1. 

1 t mns t. be sho'.''11. fu:r:t her that. it con-

The 'I'orr>h C1')ntn ins ·"3very-

t l1 i n :,- i::isr,on ~ncl knov1l edr:e of t'1.G _;ins t and ::!'."Ules i'or l ivinr: t he 

future . 
nM1"\1 nl '1~nDD ciM -o••nn f~ ,,, n~ "\1DW'1 -(105 ~i ,i~ JDD ~l p"\e) 

1•n11nio ~~' 1•ac:i1D1 1'~J1~1 c"1y'1~ 1~1,D1 n·w~"\l .,,01 n•:ipn'1~ 1nD~n n100 

"'''" ~1n i•D1 a•,w•n1 c•p~iJn 1·~D~D1 1•pn1 n'lpn"~ 1•n11so nl na1"\1 

11 

! '. 



,,n n1~,; 11~•1 1n~n11 10~ n;lMl fp l,p•1 1ni1n ,1 ~ 0) 11•1•v ,.~ • 

• 1n;nr. fiKn ;~ K;o ioM• l~ 10• 1n1·~~ 

For if one stua_y i t ::i t f~ ll, one> ' .. 'il l soon se ~ its 

v· lue , and nfte r A~~1 il e be l ed t o t he inner Rincer it~· ~ nf ~o i t 

(I ( • ·.:hen '.':e s e e ho'.'! clo sel y '1·or:: ~1 ruic!. I s r r;'.) l ~ re int~l~ted 
··e ··-:p;.• ·::e ll y;om1.t:.: r '::hi ch 'IJ ['S cr .-~ c- tec~ fo r 1.;l· ich ; I src.s l fo r 'i'or '.'ll 

;, 

I .. 

I· 
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Isrriel merits all of God's attention and care becimse of 

~acuth of the Patriarchs. We have seen before that v1ere it not 

for man the world would not exis t. The world and all in it 

L> nan. exists only bec ause of God's areat desi"re for Were man to 

have pA.ssed awa;,r from the enrth, God would hAve destroyed the 

e e.rtl1 too • Fron our Midr r.i s h vre leBrn that it is not because of 

; .dp..,:i. that the Y!orlct. ..,-ms cr~ r>te c'i. but because of Abraham. This is 

not e contradiction. The first i s t he r-~enerG l end t llG second 

t he p nrticu l 8r. :Gee: ·u s e of me n the Y.'orld. was cre 8.ted. Bec~rnse 

of -·~brahrun. it ,.,os seemi n.:;ly r c crer->teci since J..b r nhan y i~s t he first 

one to reco~nize t he crcr t or Rnd t he grentne ss of his cre ~ tion. ---- -----Lr t er posterity l i ve s on bec ~use of the Zacuth of t h is Rre ··t 

;iatr i e.rch . 

nt'ntMn D~O .cn~lMJ ,~~ DM~JnJ M~P" ~~ D~~lnl ,-i-(67 ~, ,, lDD ,l p~•) 
.an~JM ~'lVJ ~~' ,~~n n1i~1"n ~~ 1M~Jl '~~ ,~ •01~ an~JM r.1io1y 1n1 

I.i.oses too is honored gr c8. tly b:'r 0
1 ·r Rabbis . 

We see in the 

follm';inr~ i.ddrnsh that the '.'iOrld '·:a s creP.ted. in his 'L.acuth. It -- • _ _ .-J 

s eem.:; to me tlw t ,._,e conld f olloY: the thought in the al)ove par e-

G a 
.::aoes not a J:_µrove of e_n enrth in which lrn"les~ne ss 

0 - \J, -

That i s •::h~l he de stroyed Sodom ond Gemorah . 
1.loses 

exists. 
In t l:. is YTr>. "'/ he too ~.:;a s 

brour;ht l RW and order into the ·.vorld. 

I 

t he cause for the cre ation of the Y!orld . 

D~1un v-~· v~ ~D,. M n·~~J •i n•p~il M•, -(12 ~,) 
1l'l~ nvo ~1~tl ~~~ 7, ··~· • 

·I 
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Hov-! often Israel did not ~·ri:i lk in t he footste ps of it. s mor a l 

nnd 8thical leaders , we FJlon onl v too \'.'ell. God s lloul d , there fore, 

have destroyed the v;orlci ar,a in, since it no · lonr,er had an:ir value. 

Our ivadrash, however , no\'1 stril~es a nevI note 3!ld tells us that L.acut h 

can be cerried over to t he descendants. They may sin, but if they l 
con prove thenselves members of Abrahrun.'s people by beinr. circlun­

c isect , God forg ives ther.1 . Were t hese children really hopeles s 

the'r ;·.10 11_1 d not cont;'"'ue ca,..r · "th""i... th l J .: .. u - y ln('; ~.'T l Ul 6 fil rOUf; 1 the Fl.f,8 S t he S i {?;Il 

of t he covenant. 

~,,, n1pn nJVt nJw ~~11 -Dn~,Y ,v~ nM ;0•1 -(258 ~, ,'~ 10~ ,1· p,•) 

ntn a1'l ·~ ·1~ ;M,v·;~ an111v ;~ ;y ,,~01 1J'lM an,lM;w 1n·,1 ai 

Our hi tri,,rc;rn J:ne·:; the jJ it. f nlls of life <J nd knew Ymll enouf;h 

t;"Lr... t t he ir ch i l dr en v:ould f all into t h':)u. . ·;le have here o be '• ut iful 

~= idro.sh tollinr~ u s t hat Abro.lrnm himself s.sk::o God t o re alize t he 

v :-: lue of his L..Acnth and forr, ive Israel fo1· future sins . L.acuth is 

I' ePlly soi. e t~1 i.Ef; very i:.1l,ortant and 1)owerful. \/hen no r;ood r eason 

or excuse ca n be r\ iven for a vrronr, , v.re con fall b i=wl-: on ZR.cu.t h if 

,. 
I 

"'~ i~ .,s• n~ ·~~1~1 1l'~n; no 'l'l n•nw aw~ a·o~1yn t1l, ,~~ 1ll 

~•u, ~•MUD1 S11''~U •i•~ l'Ml pn~• 'Jl 1'ft'W pns• ni•py in~ .... ~,D Mnn w , ~ ~, • ~, 

.D'Dn, n,D; t•in nio tn~ 1C1n1 tn•;y an""ID' D'Dn""I tn•~p ~~Dn01 tn'lM 

1 
~ 

f' 

'• 
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Our h idrash believes the.t ~acuth of i:-'a:in,iarchs alone would not 

be enou~h. Every generation has its q_uoto of rip,hteous ;·ii.en who 

L..acuth if t hat terminology is .J?Ossible. These men are 

ca lled - Zadikim. They seem to have :Jowers similnr t o t he J:'atri-

-t"'· .... r P. rch s. In ~ Zacuth the '.'TOrld eli:ists. 

God is a lway s busy ·vri th tl1e Zadik a nd is \ '!I'8J?1J8d 'E.E y;i~_h..J;li.m.. ----In the follo'\vinr; L idrasl1 Yre see how God is in such deep s orr o•:r over 

the loss of one o f his '.i.adik i m tha t in his Zacu th he holds up r ny 

punishments or evils which ·were t o befall mnn. 

Such is t he r cvmrd of the Zadik; untH the ver~r end of ti·1e 

·,:i ll ll is good deec! s ..tlreva il f or cood. 

no~ nnM ~y n11xon ~~ c••pon - ,MD nl~n ii~v -(227 ~, ,M )DD ,1D pi•) 

.n1i1,n 'J ~'D ,~ 1•n1i1,~1 '~ n~t·w no:1 

In fact, to put it v e ry shnply flnd tersely: If one has 

L..a cuth ,,.v0 t and is in need or t r·ouble, he should certa inly lean 

heo.vily on t h is L.acuth to see him tllro110h • 

. - a•n •nnM ioM'1 ,.~~ D1pDn ·~JM ,~~~·' -(403 ~, ·' )DD.'~ pit) 

1·~1l~ n1:tl ai~ n~~, a~,,~ 
• 

sinner is sp,ved throur:h his 
Very often a simple man or even a 

connection vdth a contem1Jorary ZadH: • 
Lot is such an e:rnBgle. 

.......__--~-- -
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-"Pyn J 1]1l neon 1• -(~1 'i, , ni 100 ,b' p"'t1) 

.oni:ia~~ 1n1~1 no,p ·~1~ tnoy ~·w·n' •1a-i 

In fact one need not be r elatecl to a L..aclik by famlily ties. 

If n the vicinity h is '6acuth protec t s them. 

c•p•,snP cipo ~~ nMi1 ''l - ·~1i~ in1a • 1"'tl'1 -(•SS~, .~ 100 .~pis) 

~,,., ·n~, 1~1,, n~~ln n•l1 -ii1~ pn~· ,,- .1~~ll nac:i n~-il 1·~~1n 

«e have ano t.her pnssac;:e to s how t he smne: 

-(581 'l, ,n lDC 

The sins of parents ar.;:·ect t he ir ch ildren and ch ildren ' s 

c h_' ldren, n s on the · other hand t "1e vir tuous life of the .tie._r cnts nav 

l.iecome a source of blessing to t he ch ildren. He see nov.: that 

ch ildren can a lso 8f f ect their parent s. 

a-yin c•1:in no nai1 M1l -.e,.nJ' Jpt ·~ •n•1 -(•13 9, ,M toe .'~ pi•) 

.1n1,•i1n 1•1:i 1M~nw~1 .,1,1l~D1 1n~1,1n on'lM nM i-2·~10 tnw 1•oi11 

and in t he case of b ad pupils: 

ac 1oc 1~ p-ia) , , 
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L..acuth we see 1vorks both wa~,rs . 

a•p•-isnv nac-.1 ac1:i -_an-.:iac •::i1' •n'1~ :ipn• ., ' ( --------.:...:.'_..;.::.c::,a_· 1~-· 505 'I, ,, • 1 ot , :i., p"\1) 

.1n:i 1·.,~yno ar.•1:i1 an•1:i:i 1·-.~yno 

In conclusion it is intere sting to note t hat ~acuth c en be used 

up , if not used in the prol)er vmy . .A r•1an shoul\~. not enc :_:np,er him-

self A.nd se~r, 11 I have L.'..a cu th ::illd no h::i.r m c a n befr:.11 T·1e. 11 Should 

one u s e ~acuth in such numner it ·will soon be n.11 r,one. 

,.,n . .,N a'11p'1 "Ml'" ·~ "DIC - D",Dnn .,~D '""l~p -(506 ~, ,,. JDD ,l., p-.a) 

,., l "\11}1 Dtt1 DJ ,., J •rn1 1•ac MDIT .DJ ,., l"t.'1)1&' .,DM"1 nJ~D D1pDl C1lt 

.1•n1·~to 1'1 1·~10 ~l 

·•e can understand. this only if \'!e understand the und.erl :r.ine · 

id.e a o f L.acuth . :uacut h served nostly to estal)lisj1 the conciousness 

o f the hisitoric cont inuit y and to increase 1he reverence for the 

l.,)8.S t v.rhich hPS thus beCOi'.le both found a tion nnu insp iro.tion . 1ihen 

one b ears t h is in mind t l1en one continues the .c;A.cuth ana. rnnkes it 

even richer . ·;Jhen , hovmver , one talrns no cop,nizance of the f a ct, 

then his historic relationsi.1 i p is ci·t off ano. he real l y ha s no . 

Z.acuth . 

Israel in pro~.rinr; for its lif'e, vii t h a n honest hB<'rt and soul, 

nee<.i not vmrr:.r . Its :l.Rcnth ~•vot ,.,,ill sts.nn lli) forever . :.:ihould. 

Isr...,ol 11 0'-'rever use i· -rro> L..acutl1 bv ,·,m}'.: inr , dr.n r:: erous inroo.ds into its 
• , ... ., ' - - " ' v . . f" "' 

o~:m r·el i g ion, or by flirting with assim.ilatlon or other unhe::;l thY 

forns of 1 ife-- Zacuth v!ill soon be used. u p and Israel will be 
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To b ee; in vdth, our 1.~ idr [l sh t e ll s us thr' t man h .s free-

dom of v1ill. Th is is t lrn self-determination of man CTS to 

'l.:·JlR t he \•ill do or leeire undone , the f r ee c hoice t o v.rill t he 

p,ood and do :lt,,or to avoid the evil in thour~ht end de A.l. 

u~,on t h is r ests the :11or2.l r es •. ons i bj_ l ity b ~,r '::hi.ch mP. n, cndov.'ed 

i;; i th reason, is ob l i(-;n ~ad to be sel:t'-guided . 

'l'h" tef1cLinr, of 01u· '- id.rn.rh. r1ay s tr.na in contr~1d ict ion 

·::i t h the e~eriences of life. Just ns Rn i nc1ivici.1:ri l c nn 

e~::ercise 3 deter min inp, influ i::nce 1l_i.10n the destin i e s of hw _<=m 

so c iet:v fo r /f:;ood or evil, so t h is saT'le individ11 Rl i s sub ,ie ct 

to t he determi!"1inr, influence of h is sur-r oundinGs, b. i s corn..ri-

un ity , ond past tradition . In our ;as t ch.~_pters '· ·e snv.• t h ::i t 

t '.te si:1 o f J:' :--r ~ nt:; nff8ct [-) l so t he ir cl!ildren '"' S , on the 

o t he r h"!nc . , the virt oui:; life of 1.:nr 1Jn t.s :·1~J 1 r l~ e c n :.:e ;:i source 

'.i.'he c on t ro flt , hm --e ,.1 :. r , i s not fl O sl: r' r .J? _.or so rl c v~ 

'l'li is s i t u:-·: t ion of environ .-:: -~ nt s: ~oul cl not p FJr1:. l J'Z-e th~ ·'ill of 

t )1 ~ i ncliv i.cl -- 1 ::- nn i:-~r.-.vA h i::-i i_o ni);-ndon J - i~~s r: lf t o f :-t c . I t 

inc entive to Ttlorr- 1 nnr' r-ii)"lt eous conduct, :'1 r:1 ec :iYlly if it ·ri ll 

l-ir i nr:; ,i o ;r nr s orrou to ti .e j r J?OSt l'l r i t-: . 

'11he doctr ·'. __ Jfl of orir; i n<!l s in 11as i:e N:e r sur;c c: ssfu1.l y been 

{;r·:, -.:i-. ed onto Juclr-i.ism. Ou r Ni drnsh '-._U ite 1; lr: i ; .l y · s scrts t•1e 

contrnr:v . :.-:-'n lln s be 2r inv :; ted by Goe: \ ; i t h t /i e _t;O' :Gr 01""' 

self-c~ ut 1.;rmine.tion, s e lf- improvement, or s e l f - ci. GfBc: me n t . ·de 
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see in t~1e f olloYiinr; : . ~ idr, sh 1:'Jl e-··i.;h::is is on t :h e v:or d ;' one" t o 

r:1enn, 11 one o f i ts }~inc111 • Hnn d iffer s f rom the l m·re r a ni111Rl s 

i n h i s ind.e~· enddnce o f i nst inc t nnd ~s the d icte. tor o f h i s 

n ot i ons . l.Ian ~ sts f"rom f r e e c ho ice and cojcious d ·., sign ~md i s 

a ble to che.n P,e > is r1 i nd a t any mome nt s t r:n:r evidence or even 

throur~h '.'rh i m. On l y man can d.o as he 1;1 Ae ses '.: i th n o one t o 

frustre t e !tis desires . 

-upu inM::> n•n c.,acn Ji1 c•n'7tc ~ ., Gtc"'l (Hi2 1)"1 l:> Jntl ,l p"\s ) 

n~1y ~1nv n~o'7 1~ no1i °""~ J"'D 1~ 1·~w a~1SJl .. ., .. " .. t"'o "1ntc:> "'Mn 

1Pollo'.Iinr; t r1 is l in r~ of t hou::ht r .'e C'"n see t h n t the bn s j_ c 

... ; re su~J ... ~os ition o f t he contrnst 'b et::re ~n t ~ ~ e J.) i ou s 0nG. t h A ':::Ld~8d 

'l'i . .ro 1x .t h s lc ~:d. · Y.'P,y frorr; t.he tr ::-: e o f kno·1l e 61,e , orr r oad l eActS 

t o c:ood : '. nd one r o c:1d l end s to evil. 

, l p.,9) 

TY ~plDV •01 \l N~lD ac1n c••n r~ ~plD~ "'D 1i~ Jll ~::>nw ·n~n 

D"1tc1 "" nntn 1 r'? nm: c"::>.,, •nw 1•1n'71 \l 1e~1n ecin }'.,, llE> SlSJ, 

.io1y ::i1t> ~:ii n1n~ nM>n .. .,il ni:ir~ n3'., ilJ"\'tl ., .. Jrt i:t'"~J 1"" 1
' 

-13'n 11 y.,1 n1n~ ""D" .. .,n :ii"~ n~., 
• 

I . 
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How convinced t lle compiler of our L=iar· Psh w. s of t h is 

freedom of the will! So i mp :-;rtnnt is t h i s thesis t o him 

t hA. t even i.·:lrnn confronted. with an :; ctu<? l VC! rse 11 thot t he _!.;(' ss ion 

of nnn is evil from its youth on" he stresses the " youth". [e 

r;oes on to tAll us tL~t »:hen one is . 'om1r; t he ev i l Yeze!' hAs 

_n.or·e control over h i m, bu t. t !rn.t in l nt er 1 i.f e it i s tl e r:ooG. 

YezRr ~:.rr ich· controls mEtn . 

l.'r e c · sel~.r ric cor d 4.nr:; to this f:ree l : cho sP.n i.;r ograT"l of yonrs 

does God s hape your fUture . A Y.'ise nen j_)r e i-Jr· res i1 ls ovm f u i ure 

8 Ild nakes it n r;ood one . 

,~.\1 •a.,D -J,~.:t_l}JlD vi ciNn l., i:v· .. J (th6 ~I, ac:> lDD n piD) , , 
~1Cl; K.,M e.,1~ 1l'K l1~ ,~ .. .,lM .1n••il n.,nnn DiMl ~.,1W yi 

• .,,,l ,.,D n''N ~J1 ~1ll~ o•iJ'K ''K .•11 ~~a nJ c·~1~1 

.Dl.,l 1n1 D.,1yn nN Cl •1w 1•1y:> 1'n1;1Jnn1 a.,1y •i1nin 

DJii1 , 

i [; tlle .,\1c t t :-i8 t sin r1.o es c:x:ist in t he ':.rorlc1 . 

pen 

H • n 1ri~: r not b e b or n '::ith desire t o do ev~Ll , but it is so __ ~-­

. t It s '•er11c::: on t he contr,_r :-;.r t he t it j_s cl U'f-~-:.i1d. e~ s:;- to d. o i · • '-' _ ~ 

icult to do ~oou . ". /her; one i s nbout to rj o e v i l h is w1-_ole b eii ~ ."; 

-I 



r2_u i vers ·;:ith delight . .i.i.oyrever , l'. hen ori.:;; \'78.nts to f nl fi..11 ?. 

comnandment , he ljrocrastin2tes t!:e act ion . 

a21e11 JDtl nat~1 .-1l -r~1-. ru~tlrt rtno'7 -(109 ri, ,t tnD ,, p.,c) 

n1io ,l,., ,.," ,., 1-~nVJ ''"'l'~ .,~ n ... 'JY "'al"1'7 (lD~y) DDnD 

Our 1.i i d r ash r_:;o e s on to 3ho·:1 the gre::i .· ;. o i:·Ar o f evil. 

..:;vil d.'Jes not have to slin},: i n the ::;lmdov.rs . lt is vrell e st.Ab-

lished 1: nd ev3n re s~ . e cted. . 

the :r.iiddle o f the stre2t i'or eve r yo ne t o see , ;;.d;ni r e 8nd y.;or sh i p . 

i'7n n ~"" "'i' 1'~ ~-Jn -1np1~n j''7~~ -(109 ~, ,' tot ,, P"'~) 

n~no 1'l'Yl cooDn c,~ n~i.,u ny~l1 ~-~'7c y~a~J ~~~ 1-,,i~ 

.... d.n , " le tJms s e e , is .. ~ · + c.e i l<" Il ., . It is r·P. :::'l l l ;r ::-- rebel lious :~ p irit • 

v·ery often 1·1e :t' ind p eOJ:i l e wllo COT::ll'1 i t sins r:o t f or t he :..;al~e o f 

s Ptisfv ing an ~J;)l,l8 tite but f or t he ; 'urJ!ose oi s !1ov; ing t h is r eb-

ellious s p irit . 'l'h i s is ::.·o Flly tlirm·1int:; o f f t he yoke of Goa. and 

ii i:=; l:litzvo t . 
I n the firn:l i:na l ys is it me ~ins ren~0v 5 n1 t he c oVt:) !'t -

r-ir t. 

Very often a 
1
)e '."'son 001:•.mit.s r:hn t he considers 8 lig Lt sin . 

Ile clo es not r efl.lize, h m·'.rever, t.hAt s ome s ins don 't r em:i in 
1

'.r i t !1 t he 

individtrnl. 
So rr1f'..n~.r of ther~ nffec: t otlln::r r,eo ~: le r: nd. in this 

· · 1 i · h t r e 'ou+ or~ ~ rv·.l"nin,-, the l i ve s way h is sin i s no on~er a } ~. · 0 1 u - -

of r.ir-i n~r . 



• 

i s 1 nd er . t vcls f n r d 

·1 i de . -' l t tou _,h s o rte ~ in ecn B )I e t ],J11e s be ne de , '" l nder 

neve r e "n . ~ven if you !'pee ::;e :01 rie na , !1 i t~ fl t 1 

b 1rns dee 

o thc s e s'.n i s t e se li -r. of f e n;- n i .to :; r v P. • • 

T o t,_ c 1;r e t E'! st raen i one '~n , tio 

o t i d e e d. r·i.d c t i.t hl . ot b een ... t l .' e -r· i d . 

till Fno t he s e i s in 

- (565 ~, ,~l }DD 

i. v i ol e pc.a . 
f 

u : i i l ' F' , e '1nfi cie ·s 

it vc _ ~· r,r lev4' 11, sin , r en ind inr; s t H? . od d i d not i s s i e 

-is de er e n t he Crene , i on unti h ,, r 

eol"..lTTlit t h i s er · _e o r i 1e s . 

~ 1 l '"If SJ 1
H : 

.. ., "Ott -DDn f"1tH1 illl., t) "::> - ( 14(; 'l, l" }OD , ; -.c) 
• I 

M., 1 ., :iii .,SJ \"'ll}I .,,:ion .,,, .. Jl .. .,nr; cnn.,t' , "' ::i 
,,,l ilD::l ntc'"I \ 

.oon f"1tcil i1M., r.> .. :i .. Jrl' .,Ill tn•,• Hlt'Dll ,}I t .. , -.u on" "V Df11'U 
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s o ve 

'h ie 1e r e er e·• t ec in order to follo 1 t -.e nt LS 01· iF:ht .o nf1 

, d to orshi) ' d , 1 -rc r. c sil trflin .d to t e contrfl ~· . G rl 

~ ~ f r esees 11 is p zzl e not 1· _,\Ji f'. i r_to --hi h . .-. ·t 0f t, 1e 

~nurvrn r• ~1 s ke sho 11 l 1 ee i s holy br e th of li 

e o se s t e nostril s ·nee Lili orr; n e es · .•d ~ i r P l d · n h. s 

f r esh , clafn i r . ~ o c ~ c pe on 

i··h o _ r ~ ',, r s do n t n J1, r;oo l cle c.n · ~hJ.t n or e hi 1 sh . 

'i.'o eonelu e , , ' Il ;- e . ee is n 
eP, 

in t he s ., ' rit l condition of 1"1 . n . .J in t , · nts t e c1 in. i n n . 
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The s ource of sin is t he ~vil Yezer . 'l'his Ye zer F t he 

s ource and instie;etor of the rebellion. Its ma in a ctivit" con-

sists in seduc i n g nd temptinr; . .l!'ro'!11 the T!l.OLent rr1Jm i s born, 

i t clenves to h i H. 

Yet, t he Ev i l Yezer is a s ever .rth i il'.: ..... ..e ls_e_in :t.he_ 1miversc._. 

n crcn t u r c of God . It is n nece ss:: r v pert o f r'lR!l' s coT11.pos i tion 

since it n~ouse s th~ des i re ot sel f - re produ ct i on and p r eserves t~ e 

hur11:=i n r·e ce from extinct i on . · Dut for t he Ev i l Ye zP.r , A 'T'len wou l d 

nev e r -nuild a hou r.-i e , nor marry o. yfife , i;or be p,et ch ildr e n . 

u"'11> 01.- iJ iilH1ti"'I i1D"biU " £.J? l" !mJ t.:1 y"'I "'l~'"n a:i~ pli"'ln" JlC" ;: "Olt( 

V"l".:J iv ntttc 1n:7 i1"),1nJ 111.llnl') at"rt1 )1,i1 ,J"'1 :::1 F11~n l(.,~ iifHCl nnJ 

.rJ1, nN~" ~nn) "l~ '~' "nno '1 .. ,,~ y,n ,~ .. , ~J" i"o n~J~ 1101 

.,e see t h e n , t. il.at , l t ho nr;h .t-' rcss :.on 3 nre ofte11 nece ssc r .r , t he 

ab u se o f t hese ~es s icns i s c n lle~ sin . 'l'he y 1 inr;er too l onr. ··: i_ t h 

Pl.8.fl • It s e eq s t o he ev e r a t t ~ · . doors te~ of h i s h e nr t . .:.:. c hechter 

cle arly cl :i.ff e r e n t i e.tcs tile Y.-i cke(l f r or1 t he r:i_r."1t e ou s 1Jy s8 . -:n r, ·~ 

ilTh e cL Lfi'e r .n c G 1rn t Y.'c e n t he ·,- i._ c l:~ r' ::nd tl:c r i r:ht oous j_ s t l1:;.t. t he 

':: icked r~re i n "t;!:c _r; m 'tH of t he ~-r he ~ rt s , \::tile the r i1 ~}1 t e 8 1.1s h."' Ve 

t 1.P- ir he o..r t s i n t~c i r ~; o·. 1c r11 • 
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agn.inst it. '.l.'here nre ::1.A n" '-' 'A:·'S to do 1.his . 'i'Jrn s tronr.e st 

\'ioapon 5.s the s t udy o f t he ·~·or r h in the lii:J1 t .' f \:lin t 011r i.i iO.rAsh 

e:x;·le ine::'t i n t he previous c hr:>J) t er. ; i.J1o ther Y'ea;:on is t o do 

v:o:r}:s of loving-ldndness : A th ird \'!eapon is to live nn f\sceti c 

l ife , 

In the f ollov.' inr; E idrash , v:e zec ilO'. i t :-Ce L., nd il ~ :i.m , cone ious of 

p:;ri, t1.,t1 pie•., 1 .. ~ tt11r\ ic•., -~-(584 rii ,:-i JDD 
1

0'7 p'H>) 

'""' n"DN" .. , "DM1::l 1,¥. "~ l"Y~~UD a·p·i~n~ JIC::iD .n~1l~ 

••nother E idrnsh tell s us the sa.r.~e t lc i rw i·nd a ·1 d::; t l:nt it 

v:ould kee fi us out of r;mch t r ouble . 

uin \•Iorries t.he Zn ('. il~ r:r ce t l y . ..l thour;h h is p.:ood d.eerl r; i'A r 

outnnnhe:r >~ i 3 s _ins , :Jt ill t}1e r· :i.n s lie r~ s a burden uJ. .. on h i r1 . 

·~·he o;,1.osite is t lle c os r3 ;_r}th t.he evi l c1.oer . Lis feyr r~ood cleeC s , 

l1e ar:ip l if ies. 

oyo~ u., n• :.:·)I ru; t :m i"o" Jll ,Dll"\ -(404 l'J1 • • 100 , \::> j),o) 

c·y~,., a•p•,xn nio l"l ~o~ nt1,, 1ClJ ,,v·'7~ ., ,Dtl - ovn in~ J~~ 

0 
.. 

9
,n tn·~,0 o\p"D\ ~~1"l ~p 1n•1· ~ J D"l1~n 1n·~po ll, o· ~ ·ixn 

an"J"?l a•;;,n cin•::-i.m l1, p p· •~ o•y11,n .,JM _, P1"J ,,Dn J:1'l")ll 

.,~l" J ,, 0n nn"J"'l c"l1 ~~ o~·~yo 01~·01 _,n\"J "P 
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'1'he follnY•inc Li idrPsh is a v0r~r i n-: .. erestim one . It tells 

us t h F1.t oef. 1r e n.dam and ,,;ve sinned , the:.r d i dn ' t l~rw: t he v r;.~re 

n aked . j ct t hnt tin e, they r;ere na ive , \ ise , ri.nd the ir thour:hts 

· ·<:: re onl y of God . l i.Ud just as TI'_an i s no t n slir·1J'led tr.~ t h is :1cind 

is uncove r ed s o i-;e r :~ they not ash11111ed t hat t heir f;en:i.ta l s ·1ere 

uncovered . r1ovmver, afte r they hnd s inned , the:v bccP-'1~e rishruned 

an d covGred t heir n ekedness . 

nn•n t(.,:;> i r).,n -0•01"1)1 ci1•1w 1•:i•1 -(86 r1i ,n::i }DD ,:i p"ID) 

it"IH7iJ t:i::. ~~nn 1:"•·: :::•01i11 1:i<1 1•::.• .. :i110 i; 'n ill "IJ"I., n•11!l Jn:i::·nr:i 

c•o::i1no c•n::in ~ ·o•on ~ ~ K lK"IJl K.,O 1ni1:ip:i1 D.,lpn }1"1K n~·.,•:i 

tofJ ~·· l no c"IK y·~~ :::~:it .110111 n1·::i~ c~·.,~ nni~ 1J i1no1 

'1'his l.Iidr ash it s e eT'.lS t o r.ie , t r ie s to tell us that we ar e iJo l d 

and unn~.haM.e ci ns lon;~ ~·· s ,:·e cl. a not lmoYt t :1At Yte i1C1 ve done vrronr-\ . 

rio•:mver , no sooner do -,-.,e :!.' ind out tlint we hnve s i nne r1 , ·,·:hen vre i mm-

ed i2.te l y cover uii t l1e source . 'l.'!1 is is trne of n person vm l lcinp; 

t hrour-;i1 t he str·s et 1• ith A sr.md;;e of d irt on h is fnce . lie V!a lks 

proud l y until .J30l:!eone tell s him ri1.out i t, t.l1en lie cove r s his f11 ce 

end r~ t o the side. 



It ma:v also be internreted to mP. c~~ t·_,,_,. t ,_._- -_,11~ 11 1- n :r · '"' · h ~ - '"' ' - -- , "' a_ e in ,, i p; 

r en lms o f thour;ht, nll 10ubject mat t er c an ·.)e c iscus sed. It is 

when they 11rin1; t he i r subjects dovm to n 1011 l evel or sJ;eak of t hem 

~; ith evil or c e.rnU intent, that societ;r forces t l: en to put clothes 

on the ir nora_s. 

God , be caus e of' i: is lovB for Isr l'l.s l, •. ·rrnt r; t o e ver pour f orth 

His g oofi.nes s rm d love upon them. lie cannot d o so, hm·.rever, n s 

lonr: 0 s evil contlnuG s uI1che cke C. . 1:'11.n i shns nt i s tlrnrefn r e a 

i'lGJme r of cleansing the ;few of sin so tl1<1. t t he r:oorl nos s of Gon. 

mPy once more be s hovmreC. u1,on t he elect e d of C·ocl. 

The sta tements in our Hiclra s h concerninr: [;un i F.11r,1ent nr e f ouncl ed 

u l)on t he t e 8. ch in; ; con c ern i nr; the fre e r1 om of t he T1ill. 

responsible ind ividuall:r f or 11 is nct i_··,n s. i1e i s iri.or rlll;r de j_iendont 

on h i rr;self end he, )l b :self, has t o hea r t he conse quences or h is 

ovm d oeds. Usunll;r the con se quen ces rire more e v il; for t he 

ilUn:i. s rr.-ne> nt of ev ~cl lie s in the evil j_tself . 

r e tr i but ive , the 1,en ,0 1 t '·' o:i.' t r 2n s ;;r .c; s :i on . 

Do s~. 

t :11Je of lizard mnde h i s hone. This liznra. hurt t he })60~ l e 'Nho 

pessed b y his rm.;.c . 

t h is _pest.. IIe rslrn d t hat 11e be le cl. to t he hole ' "'here t he liznrd 
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lived 1'llld upon erriving 11t the s pot, p l 1'wea_ the heel of h i s f oot 

at the 11011 t h of t he -hole. '.i'he lizard c 2rn.e out , bit +he heel , 1md 

died. Rabbi Chanina toolc b e clc t he l i?..nrd to his school nnd s a id 

t o his p up Hs, " .See , it is not the liza rd \'rh ich kills; it is only 

because of sin that V!e are s o terribly pun i s lte cl ." 

IJ 0 1 • '.P'1 •n N -0 • 0 'l'T nN !' ~ 0 '1l7tc n l jl N 1 :i -( 546 rj"I 
1 

1:l JDC , 1 '1 !' .,::i ) 

11·11~ inM 01poJ n~pn f lJ, lln .n1Jy.,1c'i 01 nc•1 ' ND 01 11nJ DJ 

•o"' NP11 Jl n1•1n • .,., 1~·i1n1 1NJ n1'.,Jl'T n~ ? 'To 11•n1 i1:v lJ 

1'11n •o 'i ~ 1J'PY fnl1 ,.,,n nN ,., 1N'1n1 1:i'in 1.,1n ntc 'l1~'1n on'i 

•ni; ;,.,ir);; n•J'i H : •:i;-;1 1::i•n::; 'iy l'il!ll ,,.,V 1nl1< .1 r) 1 H·•;,;;1 i;;: • 

1'10!flill1 1t'l1 KJ .11• n o t!C?l 1-< 'n · n•nD "Tl.,y t•::::: 11: ., 'lJ , .. ,.,,.,,,., 

.1<c1i fl n:'l'"i 1J ;u:J:' -:1""1;,· ., 'Hl ,,.,}: l:l }:llt7 o-:~'I •H-

Vie have hAre another s a:' inr; ta ) rove the ver~r f!8T1e _po int • 

. ihe r·ever t he term corruption or· de struction is ueea it is " pun­

islment for the cor1mit :lng of P_ sin or idoletry . 

01 no .,, 'i : - JJm.~· • ., 'J"'I t-:ll-'n -r., i:-: ;-; n11vn1 -(142 r;"T ,"· f:JD , 1 p.,D) 

.T• :r ) it..: ri--i· -~ ;.,tl ~ .: Li i · i1' :.· ii:i"! :.: ·n 'l:: 

The punishnent me tea_ out for a sin :5.s often ve r v hr-i r sh . It 

1'lr'J.'.T he in t he form of death , illne ss, serv itude , etc. ·.1e have 

se e n i n t he che~ ter on Z~cuth, t hnt bad par ent s Pff ect t heir chil d-

r en ' s £'..acuth . Yet, onl;r on r a re occf!s'•_ons on vre f j_nrl such a 

statement p,s -i_-. he folloni ng; "See '-"hat the one sin of Ad 1'1m hronr:l1.t 

about. His i1eight was shorten0d , his sir:ht v.ras cHmned , his d i e t 
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\':a s chenge<i , he was penal ized b:r deati1 ior himself And f or F.Jll 

r~eneration r3 to come. 

Our 1viidrash Al\"ays op1~osed the idea of sin conmi ttea by one 

pers on tl'3inting t he lives of ~enerations and gener nt.ions. I t 

recoRniz.es no sin w!: ich does not arise fror1 the individur l con-

science or moral p ersonelity . The condemnation of a \'rhole g en-

e r ation or r ace i n conse y_uence of a singl e inclividtw l is s;in 

essent i nll;-r heathf:ln idea '.'.:hich was overcone b .' Juda ism throur,h 

the teachinr; of divine just ice· and man's mor al responsibil i t y . 

The Christhm vievr of universa l p,uilt as a cons e t,tuence of , dam' s 

~in , the dor;nw. o f orip; inA.l sin, is a relapse from the Jewish sta rse 

t o the heathen doctrine from i'll1icll the Jewish relir; i on freed itself~ 

t>hould yre , 110 "'ev er, clo s ely ins..1:>ect t Ji:i.s : .. id rP.sh , ..,.,e •:ronl d soon 

not ice that t he punishments here ment ione<1 ore not n:o.turB.l ones . 

.i l rn.~m suf fer s f'rom illness. 1~ mRn loses l1iF.: wee l t h • 

forced into servitude . 1· 11 these i:re cen understand .• l ~ere , ho·w-

ever , v.re see so?J.eth i.11{~ di.C.i.'e r ent . 
11.'he punis lL:rients here neted. out, 

are renlly not iJu n ishments . One ne ver s a\·1 m.nn exr·ept in i.he con-

d5-tion he i s in noY . i."nn , therefore , prob ::i_bly nl vmys had the 

I I . 
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cha r a cterist i c s he has tod e.y . Tims, v:ha t seeHs t o us a .Punishment 

j_s r eally nothing o f t he s ort. Our l\liclr ash i s ner e l :.' n1Jrr1J tinr: 

sone fl nc i e n t folk -lore or is pl n''ing a r ound v.rith some 11.alrn l istic 

f A.n cy . 

Another e xal'l{Jl e Of ·Che R:f'o r e (.;o inp, i._idr ns h i s t h is one • 

The foll01·rine; lddra s h i s ,1 n inte r est ilJ'; one . It s e eHs that 

God vm s te s t inr; f,daI"l . Just as s oon a s ,·cdmn tr11ns1,;re ~· sed , he r:as 

t riecl , 'l'lle f a ct t lia t he 1·.ras t riec.1 on t be ve r y s CT ne d2y mi ght 

brinf', the t hou,c;ht to our minds that >:hen there \':as onl :v one can, 

God w>.sn't so bu s y , a nd coul d r;ive i.Hs ,xi rsonal attention and 

s o do ev er yt11 i 1w; in one <12;r , 

;i"J,.,:-; rt~i .1.u;i !'.l.,l ~·.J nrnn :ir;i o'n;11 r.10 · ·( 2fl i-11 r· tr:i r, , J 1: "l::i) 

tl ·; •n ~l·~ 1:i ·n~:-: " :· "l .1 ;_; 1 1 ~? u i< 1 .1;.it:17 i1 u ; ; • . ,. lJ 1n10J? 

In its oro n o.e r~ t s .~rrne r e .t"er~tance d 'o"Bcr ibes t he net of t he srml 

o f eth ic als r efor m. I n mo.r E i O.r ns l1 '.'!e fincl a d. e e 1~ S1J ir i t ur.- 1 con_. 

c e_pt i on of t hi s t ho t<f·;ht , 

In p r i mit ive thinl~ in1 ; we f i nd the notion th<J t th is r:rJrld iu.us t 

r; o be c 8use of evil, hate, e t c . But for t he 1.'orld to r;o Rl to,";e t her 

is t oo much , To t.he i.:. r imitive 11.i n<l. 5-t ':;::'s a not :i.on ·af a r;r ;:. nd. 
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cycle; thA v.rorld , :oes dovm a nd is rev ivGd ri::;P. i n . Jud <i ism cloe sn 1 t 

;1elieve in a brep kdmn or the disnppe a r Pnc e o f 11 Y.rn rld. !.<ora l 

Jud a ism. hos inste rid a uora l c irnn r;e. ·The dn;r of .jud;;ement comes. 

It is the r:;uidance and educa tion of men tovmrds a r;onl. Ho 

intermediary j,iower r'rom r·:ithout secures t he d ivine p;r ece e.nd i)nrdon 

for the r ep entant sinner, but h is mm inne r tr1' n sfor·mA t i 0n a lone . 

itepentan c e t hus i s ha sic for t he c 0nce1Jt of this nevi mora l life. 

: .. an i s no t hopel e ssly lost under· t he burden of h is sln s t .i1At 

he need eve r lo s e f r; i t h in h imself. Ho one Cfln sink so lcv·r t hri t 

he crmnot find h is v1av brrnk b>r unt i rin1; i::: e l f - <Hsci ulbc . Our 

Li idrA s h conr; l rl. 0 r s s i n me r e l :r mor al n.berra t i on r nd. no t u-tte r cor r-

upt2.on. It t herefore bel i eves in the c ~ 1)ab il i. t v of t !10 ve r y 

<ij.'r s t o f sinners t o i.m~~ rove h is ':mvs. ..11 is not s o d8 r k . 

Jud r isr.J. r a ises ho""'·e in thr:i bre~ st of eve r~: ;ian . The~~ i s n cl1Rnce 

to os c 11.: e punishn.ents o f sin . One mu st "1er e l y r e1,, ent. 

Onl y in f e1'./ i nstances does mA n sufter the 

Ver~r o f t e n it i s due to ne c;lect ~nf; the Tor ah . 

i t is as A. pun isl~·1ent f or 2 s i n . 

M .J itt{ ' ~ -, T ".,, t:" " • 

L.ost al,·ra~.' S, '.·10·1.:1e v er, 

genuit" in matc :1 in~·; dis aste r s ·v-t:i. t h sins. These l>m: j_ s r:nents ~re 

not to s e rve e. s nn invan t or " o!' cr i 01es mid "'cno.ltie s b1J.t ns ,., v:n r n-

i nr. c..g 8.inst tr8J 1sr-;r e ss ion er ! :ep;lir;cne ·.:-: . 

infliction to ex,.,J11ir1e ·1 in s nlf •:.' i t h a v iew t o r RJ.J 0 n t r.n cB and 

amena.men t. 
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il~"'I rn~ ~11'.i .. , "o~.· .•;i1i'-.... · -: Ji .. r,~ - ., . .,... .. ( ·• ,,,., .... ' t)f. - C41 . r,i 
1 

, .. Jr:lt> 
1

;.;J pi ~ ) 

~~ t7!'; .:tipnl1 1l":l,, iH7tlltl .. JI?.' , ... . YDl tn1::t:; .. 1"'1 ,; t" i: :-i T",lt"" t:: cit: 

The princip le of 
.. .,.. 1 },1 !i J 1 V ll " l :·• i1 J H:/!l il!'.' )1' 1' ~ r:i 1 

repentnnce i s 8 w1:_ v e rsal, :1'1.umnn one . 1'.dam 

is described ru1 n t:r2e of :penitent sinner \·.·ho is p;r::111t8d i:·ardon 

'l'he ::lie n of Crdn was a lso t o b e ri c i r;n for nll sinners , 

F.1.s surin~ them th8.t thev mi r;ht All oh to in :forr-:iveness And snJ.va tion 

if the:·.r -. ·ould repent. Hei)ent an ce is indeed _po~·-·e rf~tl. It c Rn do 

~\'ls'r ·:.'ith F:l r,ood doal oi' the pun is!-.:Hant. 

c ." se of' CaL11, half h is punishment w:~. s CA n c e lled becn:;se of re1)e ntan ce. 

T .. ""' J· 

l D JDD , pi!:l; 
I I 

.. l l;; "; 1 ··, ~ 

J:i~ven one vrh o ', :orsh i~) S idols, Y'h ic ll. ne t.ion i s n c or din.81 sin 

Terali , 1 ·1:0 ~· !~ s ." n idolri t-

ror, is honored bec~1 s e he re~ents . 

l -· .. , . ;;1 r" ," ,.1'i1 r. i1?t<. l -r.1·~ ·,·, · :-- l"'\ • 0r. t.: " "" i '"' ) 
l · ... - ._· ·-·-· --------- I I , - j - , I' -

God does not irant t.o pun i sh i:rnn. 

h i m repent. If rn.nn h in.self Y.i-ill not r sJ:) ant, God st l ea st hopes 

' · 

,, 

I .. 
I , 

I 
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t~1at som.eon"" y;ill pr ay for him , t }:r:.t so'.ne one 1:.r i ll intercede for 

h i n . 

nr:;n:i D"l.lM 'n '' ,J, 0:' 11 ii:} ' i1 u",J"1il '"'itn,_-(~~4 ';'i , · ~ JiJt , H.: p,.o) 

1'Hrn 11 ·u:; Cil'"lJt. ill: ~ l' 1,,:i i:. ~-~1":> 1"l.J "J:i :J l j'l.JD l pDsi " t\ ., -"lDI.:? 

1 .. J:i .. l .J CD 1 ·i ' l J r_, 1 i' o ~ • r ':i 1 :i .. r: 1 • • 1 J 'i) ' D '1 n n t 1 p J 1 ii ? ~ n :i .. l r ? 11 i n ~ 1 

.·p l'!~l':i 

'.i1 1'~re is in re11entnnce a certain '-!u nlit. of infi...'1itude. ;,' ith 

t J1 e ) en i t ont rr1ood t here c o1'les o new insip,h.t nnc'l <:~ freHr1 illumin2tion 

lerid :l.nf; to :=in fl l most iH~ inful e.nxiety to r:mlrn ntone,-;i.Ant. 'l'he r ea l 

"baal te s!1uva.h 11 stn.nds rerod~r :Lor f:1 n 7.r t Ask hor:ei.rer c;ren t; for any 

Teshuvnh is t h us trn nsfor~1e ri into a 

morn l ~- :'{llGriic. ~he Je-..·rs •-re i n the dia s ? ore becrmse i.. 1 P.~,. hrve not 

re~A~~ed i n th is s ~ nse . 

3eri se there p ; 1 1ld ·:J e enour;h enerr;~r in · the)·t t o ~ · eturn to i_,nlest ine 

0.i10_ ovHr co:·1e ::ill oh stncle s . l.fodern :6ion:Lsn ;·Ji1:;h t well t ..:r-wh the 

i dea of re~entnn cc . 

.t•7t\.ll t' 1, it-;7 

; ccordinr; to Christinn i t. ·, God nas nnr,r:r ot t he Forld . In 

His Goodn<~ ss , hoi:.rever , He d.e cided to forf:ive by send i n('; -as s on t o 

tfi is ""'Orld . l~ is s on WA S 1:illed a s ~ s;..crif ice for htLr.w nit. r nnd 

n o r,r e?.t c r s ricr if ice u~s ever ~ )row~llt . 

·.nint neec1 does Goel Jrnv e for n Sil cr il' ice':' If i. e 1."n n ts to forr: i ve 
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is moved to forg ive sin b y 
, . 

J.t.l S Our h i dr e s h tells OY.'Il char8 c: te r . 

us t.h e t 'I' ,;reh in n dis course "'>·:ith God " dvises Ei m tlrnt unless he 

'lithhold :i~ is r:ratll e.t t irles ther e is no u se in cre :: tine: mrm , ~0r 

Hort21 is creoted with r-mr~er arni. a ll o t her :f ) rJ:ts ·Jf t ~·1.o ~vil 

Yezer . Uod , hm·rever , ansures '1'or2 h t hn t not for 

c~lled lonr;si...rff8r i nr: ,. nd abu.nd<:nt in r:;ooclness . 

'Tin . ' .. ' 
I • 

,i1Jrit ice , :·on c8.n ' t hr:ve i,1-ic y;orlo . 

lf y ou 1:.·rin t 

:L;rtl:. ori~nnt ~'OU cnn ' t h8VC Rbso l ut6 j ustice . You cnn ' t ~.a.-· 2 ro::;,e 

:; t ·both its ends . You t ie n yo il to one sj.c! e r:nc: let i t r:o c~ o '"Tl 

. ' n.n.nc. . If ~rou ho l il. 

00 , vou 

c :' n ' t Jw.ve b oth .11nT l u te ;j us·;.;ico ~ >.n<'t the e:: :i.si,e nce 01.' r-i · nrld . 

'"'"1 ~J '""l j'""liU 

~ . 

•. 

' l 



me ans of a t on e ment and reconciliation F ith God . Wh~t is important , 

howeve r, in t h e sacrificial s ervice is the purit:-.r of intention and 

t 1e s in{~l ,:mess of pur~~ ose i:>'ith 1:.rll ich the s ecr i fi r; e is brour~ht . 

, ,J ie l brought s u c l1 a sacrifice . 

i t oc i p·u1) , . 

1i.nd \:.:,1en . ~cl oJ;l s nw t ha t a se cr 5_f ice c Rn brin,-:~ P.b ou t i'orr. ivcness ., 

h e j,) r e.ised G·od. i:-fow he re alized thG.t mru1 ne e d not be destro yed. 

If but he r e 1;ent, he c en be for r-; i v e n nnd live . 

i-:. ~1 :i cii-: u:; pt7t'"'lii ci~ ilt<.,tt p" ::. n•:::i"'I ::; ·""! •ot' -(ca rii ,:i p~o ,:i p.,D) 

n~i 1"il n'Jpn'? o? pa1 ., .. ~ "'11ota 1"~µ ,,,c ?"n~n 1? ,D~nol J:l,p ~":lo 

on e ' s .s :i_ns 1;rere :torr; iven . 

~~ton "l ~ i• n1J1y t•'?n1 ov i~ t·~no i n ly~.,,~ l"N -(26~ rii ,n" p"'I~) 

• • :rin 'm ~ '?J., ~ - ,.,ii •:i11 ;; .,:i., 
1ihe11 on '~ recor:n ize s t lce y ·orl~ s i. 1h i c ~1 G-':J d. cre:=ite d. r·nd c P. lebr otes 

t'f J '-1i)H.;1 1 ~t; "'I ., ;y p;•i• J"li"lr:l 1011': J"1'1D ti-lt7ii ":lN? D "11:-' 1'):;•1 

."'ID~ n 1nN~l1 1 1"ll Y ,0 1 

' · 

I 
'!' 



~l e learned f r om o iJrececiinp; lvlidr l'lsh th~t Goa ·wns not s o busy 

on the :t'irst d p,;..r . 1'.1an went throur~h the co1.1,,.l ete sin, .,t)Unis:r..ment , 

repent ance and f orRiveness ~rece ss i n one dRy . Our i.iidra"' h !1ere 

tells us t !rnt a t 1 2 man n as f org iven and tha t all of me..nlnnct V.'110 

come s before Him f or ,iud~e!"lent v:ill le.ave '."i t h arnnest :v . 

, ~1 "'I D~ ll•::ip;; "ltl'> ''.· c1n•i:. l' ~· il.,t'li c"nv:i -(5<~ tp ,1:i tnt: ,tc p.,D) 

i~ D1C"3:J nN~"l lllil D1"J t"iJ •1 0 '> nVl:ll~ OV:lD 1"l.l'> Jn~o ilf n•::ipn 

.t'1D"1l l"K~1·1 illii Cl" J t" i l ·1~'> J 1 Dl:ll n1"ii' 1"l:J 1·i•ny 

Just ns !'lf~n ex.1:.·e cts God t o be fo1·g ivin1 : no natter hov: terrib l e 

h is s i n , :::o 2!10 1.1.J_d 1-12n t oo be evc: r ready to fo r ,:; i ve his f'ellovv-

riw.n no natter llon much he i s '\·;TOilf.~8 " . 

,, w it'~;;· c'>1v'> -o•:;'>ti•i 'rn oni.l~ '7 1n:>r1"l -(302 si• ,"' JDt. ,:i F.,il) 

llno ~p.l·~ nyw: 1 01~:>'> n~pl ~,~,.., n11 'ii"l .l iN:i n~p •n• '>Fl n1p:i 

1'1 i~"i11 nJ.,n 1 '7 tcNi 1'> s ~ mrn11 '7!ll.l1 c'> r. ::i:i"'D 1'1;'in" 1'> 'nrm'> tct::llnil 

.,1~" ~'71 Olp" ~'> 
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