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. 4.
PREFACE.,

This thesis is devoted to the study of some theological
nspects of the ilidrash lla-gadol to the bhook of Genesis. The
text used wns the one edited by Solomon Schechter and published
in 1902 by the University press at Cembridgef2lpsFor the sake
of feeling that I had really handled the l:idrash ila=gadol, I
have also consulted the 1S, at the J.T.S.A. Library, ~nd reel-
ized and aprreciated Schechter's efforts. )

The Iiidrash ila-gedol is a compilation of the fourteenth
century, its author is a Jew of Yemen vwhose identitv is un-
knovm to us,

The sources upon which the compiler drew are the usual
Rebbinical works, commonly passing under the name of Talmud and
widresh, originating in the schools of Palestine and Babylon,
followed by & host of correntaries and compendia hﬁi}ing mostly
from Western zZurope and uorth unfricn, The compiler at times
recasts his citations in his ovm style. iie even makes chanpes
to suit his teste and includes staterents of Rashi, Abratam

ibn Bzra, and Rambam ( xIII w7 anipn)

"5::' 1913 TInbna 32 Syn otnun opbh V% atoan tany
TIX3T DI OnIE DICYY YnapYy ©Uvw DUTAIRD OtURInRY YnhTiat)

“oa?it1 PTarn *fpa JUIPaR Yya 737 ©31hd Yehanty 13taph
In fact the compiler did something which to myv know-

ledpse is unprececented for this ape, Our compiler pleced in
his midrash com.lete sentences from lhaimonides and other great
Rabbis of the time and introduced them with the term Twnan, the

technical formula for Tennaite tradition,




S.

o go . i ( XIII &9 anipa
30 NINTOY NIgpDtE YwNTea py s ey At mip ]3&

T 133D wiava RIDAAND 0339 %1730 otansy 97
0733 9% "1339 130 3k 138" 0 ainy

NINAY TIndn

€ee Yagie Note Pare  lote
382 25 593 2
487 66 2% 54
559 35 429 68
LIV 4

-

The Hebrew is berutiful and the resding is simple., liany
Aramnaie portions can be found byt these too are relatively
simple in style, ochechter tells us that although there are
many 15S. of our ovm liidresh the variants are verv few and slight.
W DCSDT NIIXIR SR 3173 Ata gtyainan SUnsa ann oIc
SSVISTAY IRXC EAR MIpen B212> D3y %axk otitacth oan n1wnng
i EX 7T AnIpn) JIRD D93 anm
The f00d Hebrew, simple style, cuotations from late sources and
the f-e¢t that there are few varisnts in the i.;s. prove definitely
that this ..ddrash certsinly is genuine for its period,
oschechter used the following i55.:
1. 1iS5. belongins to Cleude llontefiore,
. 5. belongsing to Yeorse iohut,
Se lle also usec¢ other 1.55. in London and Oxford to check for
varisnts,
ochechter's work fells into 3 parts,
; lle gave us a clean text, with some variants mentioned in
the notes., ile also changsed sorie of the spelling from the
Yemen form to gur Ashkenazie wny of spelling.
SIIRY PSP IWIND SIS 3N33 RISHIR PIIK 13 ow $5,°3 373 ‘nxyn o0

( XIT 53 antpw) L1337I0 SEY 3 opIk GN3E3 “haxa
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2. In the 155. which Schechter used there wés no order;
everything was almost chaotiec., ( XII nT anTpa )
T33% 1%3y 1%3 P13p A0 017 JR CTnOn 51133 nyTy axr
R N%%R3 R RIZS IOV AT YD 0TIp PY ATIB? avve (03 IR
.01% INIPY BHIRR DSRAT DYMATR proena
ochechter had to orgmsnize the mnterisl angd put it into
read@ble form. ( XIT §% anipn)
D PID2T IR CN3IXAY ARCA T DPIDSY “Y1mDph otv3Tn npitm
(7%3n2 p*nw 0°I0DH NIRIINOA ONIR RY DUPOIY VIR A3Y nrasal)
310 A%y R PICE YNIRID RIMSRRA NVICRAY . URIZYIY RIShIN

LhOIAtian nitpaka vinan

N

He tried to trace zll the citations to their sources,

~
[
.

This ves cuite diffiewlt-since the compiler does not mention

a citation in the neme of its originator.( XIII gv anipa)
AT DI L Y9230 pUINERR YTIPHD RINNY ARta “hokYD Rty DIne

?y3 wrankA pephna 933 kY 3 nyan W Nipe Iy patann vand
DRYDA KIS DRTITY CIZINT pIp?t Sy3v taton eapht Pya tiynw pIpS
IINKS BASHSIND CMAnKY DROPIL pCeIpYta hya o | Pvman v v
AWE BIWDDA RINZ 9% 1IN DARIR DW3 A735 3T I8 a2%h 3T en
*930 FNIRR 9D EVITY IRy Saadn wans Yy3 %ax cot3ty? oab 1ea
LJOST3TT INYT YD JLInt aW'as nt3 By acyn
schechter tried to do this very thing, 2nd the notes are
full of such ref:zrences,
liowewmer, whnt Schechter Teailed to do, and what is direly
needed for any student to this iiidresh, is to write a good

introduction dealing with the bepinnings of this lidrash, its
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sources, its history, and its proper place in the history of the
interpretation of the weriptures,

In view of the faclts presented above it is cuite apparent
that our compiler had the power to draw from whatever source he
pPleased, We can also add to this the fact that he misquoted

purposely in order to please his views, It cannot be possible

that vriting as lete as he did, he did not have good iS5, from
vhich to copy. In fact some of the changes are so obvious arnd
flering that it shows definite intention on the pert of the
compiler, Perhaps too, he purposely didn't cuote

so that h?APe able to change passerses and not arouse a2 slightly

eerned manto look up the reference and tell him he erred.
This may be refuted by the ergument that in those deys knowledgre
ves considered the property of the man who possessed it and no
acknowladsements Were NeCESS I'Ve

In any case we can s~fely s~y that our compiler rmst have

had definite theological views and set out to put them dovm,
Were he a modern, he would have outlined them as our theologians
do, rowever, we are dealing nor with one vho is meither a
nodern scholar nor one who is talking to a group of sophomores
who desire tc learn but have no background and hence the need
for outlines and introductions, Our author is in themidsty of
Jews.to whom Rabhiniecal le~rning is well knovn and to “hom a
slight variznt shows a shade in views on life and Judaism,

And so, we have presented in the icidrash Ha-g~dol on Genesis

views of a l4th Century oriental vriter, Ile may be oriental
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geographically. ile may be oriental literarily as e see from
his writing; spelling and proems at the beginnins of each Sedra,
However, he was well read and informed on all theological as-
pecté as we can readily sec from his cguoting of the theologiecal
masters of his day,

“lhat I present here is merely an attermpt at analyzing some
of the compiler's views. I am quite sure that I am reading
rmuch into his words which he never meant, DBut then again, it
often secemed to me that he did the s=me with the text he read,
As we sav in Hebrew 9°73a% between us-- yvet good Rabbinic dictum
tells us 1°U9TY 1T YT and also:

. i =131 wIRS SShy phy Tenbre an Yo
the only compelling argument amninst me mav be that 1 cannot

be called =2  pepy 1°nn,

Note.,
In the iebrew tvoing, the exact spelling and abbrevistions
were used, Since no apostrophe marlk vas on the machine, the

letter " Ygd " had to be substituted/




GOD AND ISRASTL.




10.
GOD gnd ISRALL.

_When one reads our liidrash , he gets the subconscious feeling
that you cannot reason about God-- you must feel Iiim; you must
experience His presence, One has to feel the presence of God in
the world just as one feels the presence of His soul in himself,
This religious spirit is 2s much the property of human nature as
is the scientific spirit, God,, like love must be experienced;
vou cannot argue yourself into love,

It is true that not everyone can come to ‘the God idea} by
intuition, iiany may be soul-deaf, ot 211 are so spiritually
attuned as to feel God. But what those who were so spiritually
endoved felt and saw so cl=zarly, the others accepted on faith,

Judaisnm's God is one, This unity was not only a matter of
number, His oneness is also unigueness, Hle is one--unique in
liis essence. Our forefathers approached God not only through a
cosmic sense, but throush the noblest and decpest feelings within
themselves.,

Because the most distinctive note of the God Idea was its
ethical monotheism our forefathers did not concern themselves with
theological speculations as tc what God is, They reali-ed they
could never fethon this in their minds, They concerned themselves
only with what God wills, with what God demands,

God was the Soul, the very life of our forefathers. By their
lives they exemplified in the highest measure, the glory, the

beauty, the very essense of that God,
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The compiler of our iiidrash is a theologion and not a philo-
sopher, Ile seems to be proving point after point-- but it is
really not so. His words are really full of affirmation and not
demonstrations, Here you will not find the ontological argument
which seeks to establish the éxistence of God from the analysis
of the idea of God, or the cosmological argument, which rests
upon the nature of the finite world--proofs that we find in the
treaticses of philosophy. Our Midraesh affirms beliefs., It states
them strongly. Our Midrssh stresses.at all possible times the
belief in one God, In commenting on the very opening verse of
the Bible PAT NRY CSnEA DR S8 RI3 RCURID,
our liidrash states; ( 9y . . newrna)

nea *30Y% pesE ows T2 MWI? nt30 pCURII awEn3 3IRda And an tiee
7T pexYI3n Yow T30 u&xdpw y1ene wYs p%ipa “30% PR 70 mYx wY®
.A%3pa YT OAneR BYAY OAAR A%tyY% YN Poay ar tibn aFl oAb bty

The existence of the universe is here attributed to the
creati¥® act of one God. This is an important statement.
Judaism recognizes no pantheon of pagan idols. Throughout we see
that Israel consistently procl=aims the message of the unity of God.
God, in order to be ommipotent must be alone. Two or more divin-
ities must divide powver, Israsel denies the reality of the images
vhich were worshipped by other races and turned with disgust from
the crowded pantheon of even such cultured nations as the Greeks
and Romans. Israel passionately held to the belief in one God,

God's works are numerous, and in the comment on the words
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(383 51 % (ne 8 P2 ) o°Pwn P pPI3 nINIRDY 1°nlwe find
three columns of details about the stars, Ali these details
seem to show how important the work wes to God in the eves of
%he Rabbis, This creation took place Wwith little effort on the
part of the creator. There woes neither work nor toil; merely

the enunciation of = word; in fact of a letter uttered when

~

exhnaling. €7 97 % [pD 3 pIm
1D AEXYY YA OSOR a0 3% 'nt? oel3 "ad xYS oRana RIpn Y8 reNana

891 a3t x%a3 D1y 893 5%300 72 MW 13 (UK a0 Araawa sh
LIUPL BODE ST 9173 SeIw T2%3 1295 1Y Iny

1
Yet slthoursh there ims little effort in creation, still

)

tate. Bysrything wns in

9]

2

everything wos creatsd in a finished :
its fixed place. (58 RT 8 [PD 3 pIs 3

et arye 95 1Y 1o ppiat oq wer-DRax 9% pakay Lenwn 192

A nWYn

LIETAS I3 aRD IRNS3 LhWYR IRNS: Jupipa

The vorld we see was created in a perfected stats, Our

1lidresh opposes =ny ider of develo_ment, Just as an artist hangs

ouk his sign ané asks people to come in and see his work, so God

-

worked the first six drys. Vhen God as through with =211 of

creation, He hung up n sign telling of his works and settled

back letting =11l see what he had done,
TP 3 a%3Ipa — PUpIA_I°3n 1°3° awynt —(40 HT ,I° 100 & pIB)
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KT PIYINY 03315 AR3% Aon 13 PapY 1191 Yw3 R1%93% Imav yeIaY

LITNIN2 pIkA *33% yeriad an® 73 93 .pcown Pepia beabw onk (Rt

1t vas inconceivable to our ilidrash that God shoulé have

preated the universe and then withdravm from it, OQur lLiidrassh
ather fully believes that the universe continues to exist only
b the divine will, God hes not yet stop.ed doing vonderful
hing:s, The sun rises and sets, the stsrs appear, the rsin
alls, the earth yieldsFts produce, and life persists at God's
irect cormand. All this,one sees in the front wrindovr display.
en vou see the sign, you are attracted to the store-- and in the
5tore vou find vwondrous sichts. Whatseems to apall the eye most
',s to see a smAll space take in things meny times its cepacity,
HI0D DT: DTV W NN GV KIT O ]D Aty apdata aswny o (3o §7 )
a%3pa YAk L&%p 93 TinY% #Yn S92 RYIDY 9230 w0 Pt UL Ywnd H3

L1397 0SnYD 1D poIatw byn ROR POIRD IIRY 0IpDA h (RYV

The doetrine of electicn is not really as exclusive as one

misht imegine, Our Llidrash cleins for Isrcel only the privilege
pf the first-horn. Israel is first in God's kingdom, All other
nations are not excluded, God is the Lord of all n~ations, while

‘, his nane is especially =ttached to Israel, Israel vas elacted by
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God.. Isrsel by their ideal form of life were chosen to be the

exemplifiers of the true teachings of God,

p?3ya nR pIey nuas _TyRY slwal pIv pamt afwas (1ut 81 ,3° pag)

TUIMRLPY TCI0% RINIIA Y20 AR CIky n ,B713%2 1wy nrawvy

STTLAD v gnv oaW favn i Y%y k2% RIN sA

Israel once elected bv God feels that it belonss to God,

R%3pn w19 C3E ~=pYn wes C3ikY (402 87 LY IRt 13 paz)

JIDY ™ Ehn ts Ak neT oten
lhen Israel clainms itself to be recosnized as a dependent

upon God it asks God for the most important of all things--

- >

namely, food,

SHLS RN NP UL OSINY S3veT o Om kAR (163 T S (b W e
- . ———— " ’ ’ ‘

- - -~

TORS ORDY 7L DCIINIY FCED BN DAL YOnY n%ann S3mY% 331 nanw

i

JOTY W N BYILRY 39D DUpIhn
God seems willing enough to have Israel depend on Iiiim,

For God alone to have the power of blessing would give Iiim

Egg_@ugh_ﬂg;az_ It would also make man too dependent upon God's

kindness, Yhen blescings come too easily , Isreel fattens too

e

quickly, kicks and soon throws off the yoke of the kingdom,
God ,therefore, decided to hand over The power of blessing to
Abrahar end decendants, (582 81 FURE =1 pas)

B3 %30 a%api b S0 =pREY Bk Bta% J7L%1 LEN3E e YR Rt

SASRYn LYLY 9Vy 1SPAISY PoESPLe fi CRoN TILnL Sn¥yl 30a3b toty?
B2 OCIRITY VADAE DAsh CIRal 1PTRY paAsy? 62938 LIn Y tan abe
’

JEE T9%pn 7°2%ar 0N3RY IR 83 Sy ptapn ey L anibop

‘ie have the seme idea reiterated in:
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PIPT *ntta (k2 Iy a%3ps Cnk =A372 mtal (202 A7 3 (pb 3% par)
Y CIRAT R0Y TP nINI0D RIDAIN A JPCR] jKOR 1293% ntiyd

‘ 13

From one verse we might infer thet Ishmrel is 2lso blessed,

but our liidrash is quick to make naught of it by explaining that
it is only for -this world. (256 9% ,> (oo 1° pae)

WIPIY G323 ATA 0RIPA HI3IR3 1973 TIRKR SNOM2 dia Ynynw YRynwve 9

JIYTRY paxch RO a3te Rk2a 0%Iya niate Yar niobnsy

Israel used these blessings well, The true praverve know
is when God speaks to himself through the medium of man, God
has given Israel the power of blessing and now see what he does,
He even outshines and outdoes the angels in blessins God. Isreel
"’é»-t' V)

bears in cormon with the angels such names as Godtss-holy ones,

and children of God, But God loves Isrrel even more then the
angels.,
{ (511 m71 33 (oo 3% p8)

GO9I IR D917 DREIRAY T2 YA Sox A9II0a IRt C =CnbY kM

L OYD RYK ROR FUONIR VK BUORYDLY _IXTCR IRt 92 ROt [CNIR GOpCINGY
1UO0IRY NAE CowrYn s 200 xM13 a%3pn oYt 933 &°3I0TD Y] NNk

JITRIWNE 7137 pep1Y GowiIn kI (PCY03LY 1°3D% At

There was =n intimats and close rslotion maintained and felt

between God and Isrerel, There is not any single endeering epithet
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in the lenguage which is not according to our Liidrash, applied

}a’the seriptures to express this intimste relation between God

and his people, The intimacy of this relationshi) is reciprocal,

God needs us as much as we need ilinm, And God in electing Isreel,

because of His great love for them calls them in His name,

YRR (RITHE 2VIDI=HRWS 32 RIow aty (678 /T ,0InD 0 paB)

JIRY ninw DYyaAw (7332 a%3paY Riov BSyav KSIN DU IRIp
and gives them Palestine. Palestine is the best land to be found,
It is at the peask of the world. (216 71 2" pag)

LO21Y5%C IR232 YRS PARY “nOR 3Can ~0I¥0D DR3AR YFYY

and God is ever watehful over it.

TRIK KO CTRIX KNP AR YRIEIK WK PR Y (202 KT N [nb 3% pag)

LUIPE RCERID B2 % NPy “hOT alwa 93 a3 ‘1cyw pawy

Palestine is so wonderful a land that anvone who once has
tasted of its beauty feels that foing out of it is like going into

Gehenna, And if the elected Israel should leave the elected

1land, God may even give up the whole world,

33 _nR 3°DR (B 72,7008 DAN3K 19K WK1 (356 HT 1 [OD A3 pIB)

$17°1 kY% nnow [XY Anw I £IAC3? INITIT V9RD NIRRT D8 197 o TARY

X% ackcw3d Y1 ata%n ptix ans 1%t Y3y otawn 1%n ayae oy v

’

$DTIPR ANTAUS anipn® patin nidbn ow? 12°2I0 ank DK 1% *ny

Isr~el is chosen, Israel is tc be indestructrble; it cannot

be cdestroyed,

nR %20 DA an Tpaes Wwyd JPAr acay (453 5T 3 o 8D pPY2)

C 13% 193 3k Ny BYIYR RIIR AR PeYSo 7033 90 3% 13k xImt SOn

J3PY WY 30 CH ORIk RIA
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Our liidrash wishes to tell us that it is not only over the_
deeds of man that God wrtches, e is also mindful of the affairs
of the nation, God controls the destinies of humanity as a vhole,
but Israel is his favorite, Tot only is Isrrel indestruct‘ble
itself but it is composed of such natter that although stepped

upon and ground under)it finally rises and covers all,

PRI 03 27T SpPARS WYD TPIV or oy (e1n Rt te (e 1% pa)

1"

T3NINI aw 2Tpy YT wnn jeeas Y0 Yy abyno 1210 nIR wpR an
LIDIRG 93 Yy 1Yuynn In SlsnApn
Israel will finally overcome 2ll since God fights for them,
The everlasting fisht between Rome and Israel can be put this way,
Our liidrash firmnly bel%eves that the bed weys of living or bad
povernment is incory: tgble with the ides of the Kingdom.

*11333 *3k a%3pa ok =0°nAAY D3% Nt W K1 (648 KT, 10D in paB)

.03% pa%i ™ Sy *33% opatax %y onvl
Soretimes when we look at the world we see Israel and =211
it stands for, seemingly defeated. But we find that the defeat

is a physical one and never a cultural or spiritual one.

PP 1SR < wy STt ptItal apyt Wp Ypn (426 ®T 30 (np D pA2)

LT3 EYx nYir wwp o] 2R3 FY%r e
How often the other nations have even attempted to win over
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Israel by other mezns than force, But Isrsel shows that even her

lowliest principles are far above them, (497 498 7% 3% pI3)

,0%IRNA NYIAR3 NeRY%Iw3 1tan an 73 atndy *aww afy neenvé 3w Caw
NIS3%0 P3I® V31D 31w 3V ATA PIDTDI CDIK KIA GNYE PAPYIE 5°O73 9 v
150217 DONR JUIY TIRY VICYXR 13 (av (UAINIKY URWS nk (Y00 jav

DIDIT IRD [CINIKY PIXRI CONR PRI POA ISV 73 avady owan [ U2170K)
Lotinna pYinnd nen%ira 1R aniad (CWNIR YRS | “31%: DIDADE KT “iihe
1210 *21pY nIYIana [IntIw A% 03% vt oY oa% (IR DCInoa AYInRd KIao
L03% NYNIw 3K AT RXICD IR _aonn et aiant  adynbn a3cov alnet
an% ,0°%Y33 nYD *o° an (A% [CWIk A an 7 (cynww’oviya niovxw (i
ox ot 239% at Syin Az and Sork 1vtanbr 15373 YPIn akw DIRY AniT 39
LANDY and nar Sy 139 no%p 1337 1nyR 1D

God's kingdom is based upon mankind's knowledge of Liim, and
their relstion to iiis nearness, The accepbance of the Kingdom
was so important to our Rabbis that they thought it was absolutely
necessary for the continuation o the world. Iience the lingdom
rust heve been accepted by the first man,

Our Midrash first credits sdam with being the first one to
recognize the Linsdon of God.

1ny piItasn 931 jawRan o ans ayy anwes (56 47 RN T pag)

R7ZE IR 8 B R ISHR e oD 3 B e b A it 122
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We might say that before Creation, God's power was potentizl;
after Creation it was actual. Without subjects we cannot imagine
a2 king, There was none to proclaim God in the paleozoic age when
the marmmoth ictH!Psaurus wallowed in primordial slime, Only
when man appeared, in whose brain the lamp of reason was kindled,
vas a creature formed who looked up to the broad expanse and pro-
claimed God's name,

*3a0 V% SnK IR WY Sne Ov an aned 1% ton {go 1Lt g3 pas)
a0e % IR 1T Cor CnU BRI 1Y nk JIRTIRT D YHEN3IL Yion 2%k an

‘LR RRR 37 o L IRITHS 99 PV 11k nnep 320 1Y *ox oo ‘3isn 1Y

[»]

-

SESINRY B RIA _JIURIG LW Q7 RIE DI NIT oL KIA 3 a®Ipn

2R SORTD 1031 I3 ntInaw RIR L Cney 1t3% tata
Credit for the first intelligent and world wide recognition

of the Lkingdom, however, goes to abraham,

nR £71pa B3R DIYH LAY Y3Te BESE ADENY (LLuhT o Sind o L)
’ ’ ¢

SOAON YITN C32 I OWRIPY LiNas R3IW TP JISE INIPL LIR ach &G In?iy

The apostles of other faiths thunder their messaje of saving
the soul for the bliss of another world: the Jewish prophets
thunder the message in befalf of the secial duty here on esrth,
Other relisions promise reward in the bliss that is to cone after
death: Judaism offers its reward "so that thy days may be pro-
longed upon the earth which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” It
was Abraham, say the Rabbis, who first brought God down from the
heavens to the earth, calling liim the God of the heavens and God

of the earth. God to our iiidrash was the Power to influence men

on earth, not in the heavens above,



?-0.

R Y P SabRY pinwn abe el TFCIURY a5n vt 3 pep 13 s
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Tanmomcn oY Y13%:5s pYiyh pRacw K2

' >

RIZ 11°D 7293 nnpa xbs Stin o

JPART SAEY oonrn Atk ik mvn g aRT WPy oeova by tebra ravax

Thare is no doubt but that God's mrs-ie=zt desire wasthe
crention of men. EI& is likethe liiile boy-whe -when-given a re-

o) TYTIth asked each Le¥son he metittesher they would
liha.#o—eee“tt’ﬁ3uB?Tf‘“ﬂhRﬂF1nﬂfﬁﬂﬂyﬁinﬁn$h0468ﬂﬂeriinUﬂlxgﬁﬂs@i@,
Uempll—PE~ 1 11 t1e bov,. hoyever, was. not ito.heve-hix-asiimteui
S Fession frustravet~verv=}ons, Ihne tHird Ting Me-shot-oksd

4

D
+

l‘

Tk er nnd hure mmeeIt-bmilyv, In this picture our Xabbis

paint God at the time of the creation of man,
LOUF NI93Y% wpav ayw2 a®apa xtan paw SYndC nin) vor IR

U 13139 1°30% 1ok miA3% wp3t I pIe 1ad ans G1IrEY NS Ke2n

NSNDT IPIXR DUV I _K3IN DR IR 727 70 aab anr ycryn an 2%y

1INR ,N191% wpar SIk D8 (A% Wne attIva nOn o Ktan jeqwy (At

BUEIT IO KN30 Y8 1RR IO 70 1aY ok ywyn Lo 0PIy YW ¥313% 1v3e°

UPIN IR DR JAY DK AW YUa pOA KCAa ]8I A3 RIuph I YIEN

oYYy S 13129 1°38% 10k JOY 73 1A% s yUyn ant 1329 1R mynab

an® &Y o n®Ipa 1139 1°10% apr NEAR PYSOY DIRA 0T K3 IR AUy 73X

13BK IR KU SRV ShCEY CIR (A% Ak K730 PR LUIICRAA U309 10k

D2DRY
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/)
God is 1villing to suffer. ATter all the whole world -

created not simply for existence bu

as

t for man,
TSRIXD DRI KRIY BAPEA DR <DAS3R APy NI oy (675 57
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One night remark that even were man gone there would still be

the flora and fauna to make use of the world, But no-- man is the

solzs rcason Tor the creation and should he {0 all must po.
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In fact not Oan vias the “orld created for man but it vas
] . H

also (;iven to man, And go should God vant to cnenhv it

;e must
....—--.-""1

~ ey

—————

first _receive men's permission,
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Our liidrash tells usan interesting fact in the creation of na

The dust from vhich he was mede came from the Tour corners of the

world and was of different colors. (54 87 12 ipb ¥ pae)
’
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I vonder if I wpuld be stretching tﬁg'point too for, it I would
use this widrash to expound the theories’that:
a. lian was ereated in » number of nlaces &t the same time,
D That the colors of the dust micht re%er to the colors of the
races,
It the vorld was created only for msan it stsands to reason
that pmn‘(mtion rust be of uwimost importance, Our ilidrash tells

us:

1a% *o8 —ay3uy o yav 0%V 0P Op° L hyaw 3 =(119 57 3= o0 T pIB)
4
SR39Y atapY aO pYiya Y33 &% §3%93Y iynwa 139 JWKOE BIK
In fact, when men does not propasate it seems as thoush he is
not wleasing in the eves of God,
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oo important is propagation that our l.idresh tells us thet
God assists man in the actual performance of the act,
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4Hpre should not Bﬁlﬁ’h man from bringing children into the sl

world., Abraham gave birth to Isacc at the ase of one hundred, yet

when lsaac vwnas about to take a wife for himself, he first tried to

provide his father with one,
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Our lMidrash shows us why Jews clung tenaciously to the

idea of a God who could not be depicted in materisl form, Whereas |
other peadaples ascribed omnipotence to the obieets of their '
reverence, Jews added to that quality the further attribute of

perfect holiness, While the pagan races conld imesine their i

rods possessed of passions and appetites and indulging in sensuel 1|

nlsasures, yé/hews think of God only in terms of the supreme vir- i

st

tues. Our lidrash shows us how a new vista wes opened up before

men in his desire to perfect himself by his noble conception of
God, and it remains the unsurpassed height of spiritual aspiration,
It made God not merelv the objsct of human vorship, but the 4;:fubh‘
enplaer. of humen conduct. Like a thread running throughout, our
national experience we can see this search, this vearnins and this
rzaching out for God.
At ons time the B*aY%s mi1n or as it was nalso c-lled the
vIipa mya was alwavs in the special keeping of a cast(-the priests,
It is still so in Christianity where sacrements can be fiven only
by the priests. Priests still regerd thenmselves superior to
laymen, Judaism is different in that the spirit of holiness and

of God is not allowed to remain in a speclal group. This was

ever the Tight between the prophet and the priest, The prophet

. M. =
won and this spirit of holiness become universal, This makes

any men a poteﬁtial leader. The spirit of God can descend on all

men, This is the hope upon whieh the future of himanity rests.

Thus the wTipa RIY really becomes the oA B
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God's goodness fills the esrth. He d4id not stop His goodness

after lle gave Israel the Torah. In fact vhen anyt! ing is bad God

\] +
doesn’'t even want to be remembered in connection with it, Any-

thing bad dies and is pone. God wants to be remembered only with

the good.
*RD TER S331 D°A%E KIPTT 3TRD K 3101 IRY oAk kAP - (22 M)
T1T DR 13V A3LA PP kO aywm vy nv A2tn a“3pa jckw jron .a%cY xp i

LYY M kY ank ywn ron Yk wY O

To do good things is very essential, One actually prolongs
the life of the performer and the benefactor.
A%Ina nX WPIN VICKE °p 9D YT A3*py 7 pIdl -(234 n1 ,a%em n° pae)
JYion whows Y13 19D
God's acts of creation took place before man come on szartl,
oince man's creation, however, God has not made any changes in the

vrorld. God only sits back and acts in a moral manner, oince

——

man's appearance on tihis world, man can emulate every ons of God's
acts, Thev are no longer inimitable. lsean can thus be almost

as powerful as God, In fact man should always try to emulsate
God,

AR ANK Hx J1IN ®IAD DONOR 1K= < JIT 10T ~(279 51 B° (80 R°pI8)
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The idea of lioliness is the highest schievement and the deepest
experience as well as realisation of righteousness, In its

broad features holiness is but enother word for " Imitatio Dei,
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a duty inimately associsated /3 - . )
a duts £ : ’0clated with Israel's close contact with God,

The holiness of Israel is dependent on their acting in such a

vay as to become God-like, One should meke the attributes of
God one's/sonahct. Wie should remember, however, that this God-
likeness is to be confined to iis manifestation of mercy and
righteousness, and not to severity or rigid justice.
The one soul praises the one God,
Yon% A°RH AR1 ok AISRS vDIAY T ARW 1D (74 1 ,7 10D 3 pae)
LT NR PDI D73 = Cnkl % Ay
lian, in fact, can raise himself to a higher state by acting

as 0ood as God, When one zcts as 2n angel, one seeminglv hecomes

one and 1is called so.
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ouch people vio do perform the good deeds are celled the
—adilkin, Their®$s is a superior kind of holiness. It even rises
above the “orah, The Chasid or wadik does not weil for a dis-
vinct commandment, but triss to infer from «he explicit wishes
off the Father the direction in vhich he is likely to ¢ive Him joy.
Thev are rewarded bv God for doing good deeds, In fact they al-
most seem like God. God is alvirvs well off and so are they,

+“hen God has troubles iHe takes them along in stride and after a
P

while it turns out Tor the best.
The 4adil: is always cered for by God.
DIPD %337 D°pY YwOR IR =n°3 by a*an ank -(627 A7 D (N0 &0 pIP)
LOAS31TRY ROIVIR [Py A (3w qav

The Zadilx will have everlasting pesce although troubled now,
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In short,as long as there are Zadikim in the world there
is blessing in the world,
G213 [aw (ot %3 ppcizn e aviay 2 L
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The wadilzim belongz to God. He takes the best care o thén

in 1life and de=th. God sesms to be ansered when Jacob is en- - 9 |

4]

balmed, &g J
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The zadii reallyv never diess. IIis days nav die but he roes 1E
1
on living forever throush his good deeds nnd gre~t nane,
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when a Zadik leaves the world he is met bv special =ngels--

ea - tivest

o

‘DR 20y 9% nox3 *IX DA*YE XY DRIk 1X%) =(760 §1 B2 [ND B0 pI®)

INRIPY [oR¥IC nwn <:én Sw NIND wHY DYIPR |0 PUIX WOIV AYYI TP T

F13% D1%23 K13C NIDIR AARY IAIDI T7IA KIDIK PAKY DIPU3 K13 PAOIK AAK

.onmovn %y




20,

God takes care of the Zadik's bodv =nd soul. Both are

provided for by God.

{233 9p a“3pa OB 1D DR ~D°IX¥N3 JIIKI OP*CY —(772 7 ,12 1no 3 pIe)
peena \I¥3 aI0X RAP JpIwDl %Y Rt %p jancn MR? 1%5R o ptIdYY

“3¥ PP CORYN3 ARYI3 Y159 nenent pIRIY Daviy eIyt obiyh 1t

.a%sa grniya 383 pea%En 7% Cnnly

= LT e S
R B R T T Y
- ~ : e o S




v H

/
P

TOR



31,
TORAII

e learn from our lkidrash that we ars more gualificd for
solvation than the rest of the world. The claim is 1546 not
because we possess intrinsically superior mentel or morsl traits

but because of the particular way of life to vhich vie dedicat

®

d
ourselves, In -our tradition that particular way of life is re-
corded as set forth in the Torah, When our lidrash spesks of
Yorah it is far Irom being book-minded. The Torah we mist rasl-
ize o8 mercly the visible objcet or svmbol of o wvey of living,.
the admiration for the Torah unbounded ss it wss, wss not
11ind ond unr=ssoned, The tracditional belief thet the Torah
cemz directly from God geve rise to fecling of ~ive thet elicited
obzcience, dven rore important than this is the value of ths
‘lorificrtion of the Torah, expressed in all of our :.idrash,
e Yorah seems to have the inhsrent pover of conferring life

shundent and sealv-tion to those vho conducted themselves in

A S50 SR AR 5 N G e T TR T e




The Toreh derives its suthority from the lLinqdo God Savs
N LA » NOR® ‘e A S(_"

t 1 "I 5 Atvad v 3 <18
+o Isreesl, "If you have reccived ny Lingdom, you rust now rsccive

v decrees”. This is in direct contrast to Christisnit« ‘Pter
a Christian accepts Jesus, he no longer needs the Law, for Jesus
"I an the Law anéd I am the opirit."

~ T
savs

’
Torah is essential to the life of the Jew, Our Bsbbhia soriment

on the varse:

oy K UoIA PKY K3~ jIN3 YOy Wr pein kY —(204 R A (0D, 3 pB)
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One viho teaches = nan Torah can reslly be crlled his »wsker,
Jitlout Torah man could really say  “'R3 *hin, “hen a men studies
Torsh the breath of real lite is in hin, Ilow he mav bhe truly
eelled olive, Qur Liiéresh stteches grasat importence not only to
“hs urnctice of the Worsoh, but -lco to its study,  “his ldes is to

unierstooc¢ on o netionsl besis too. Tor not only c¢oeu 2 man

liv: by ‘Jorah but clso does the nation.

Sipa [m% SpRY =twy °I° D°IAY 3pyc 7p 7pa —(426 §1 33 oo 13 pIg)
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It is interecsting io lesrn Irom OuUr lidresh the emphasis pleced

on studying: the Yorah aloud.

\ a8
Ataw apyc 12 ArycY Ca% b Ata Atotn RIED ~(362 m7 B 1PD 13 PYB)
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e 3 - . .4 +hrous hout the centuries.
This idees seciis to have continued throuy;nous t

53]

i % B L B t feel thet he is
fo this very day a real "Yeshiva bochur® will not T o




studying unless he reads aloud,
C ’ e K r Ira I T — " . _
I have heard the theory tist tie resson is this. In order to
lsarn well we must appeal o ag neny scnses os possible. The eye
sces, the mouth says, ihs ear hears, ‘'his sounds much like modern

acueotional theory, but I really wonder if thaet is the idea behind
the wmidresh, I think that vhet may sound more reasonable is the
thoustht that learning Tor oneself is not enough; one must alqo
te~rch others, otherisise Torah is bound to be Tor/otten, 1t is only
when it is continuously teurht thet is forever remembered, This
Anv heve been in Ilillel's minc vhen he srid:
_YIR AN Sn¥YPY? CIxwdi=== % *p *Y *3x (e ok’

Referrin;: to the stucy of the Torah he said, "If I don't study
+he “orah vho can d¢o 1t for me? And if I should study the ‘‘orah
onlyr Tor myself vithout passing it on To others, of “het use am L?"

%t en— rote this widresh, it seens to ve, stando out, end in bold

letters savs v,
,, when the Torah ves (iven to Israel it wes with bhe ides that
N

it continue to ©be taught. It was not given only to the people
| o %

~t b, Olnei, This idea seems to be strongly erwphasizeq. in

Trct, at oinal God refuses %O give Isrsel the Toreh =2V I after

they say ynely avyl until Isreel sets up its ¢h ildren as surety

thet the i-i11 continue studying the Torah.
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The study of the Yorash is erghasized agpain in the Tollowing
2idrash, studying ‘Yoreh one dev is more liportant than 2 thous-
snd sscrificas,
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‘e Torah is the soures for =11 ¢00d things,
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Isrrel is inde=d Tortunate tihet it roceivec T2 Lorall other ise
3 ; 7 3 Ne samiain~s in the

it too iould never brve hesn clesnsed and +iould heve raemnninse 1N

lovilv state of =1l ouher netions.
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study must lesd to pra=ctice, The Yorah does not onlv offer

rood Tor the mind Cnd sould, but it presents i#n with a com lete

cnide of life. It's ordinences esre nunsrous, but thev vers not

intended by God to be = yoke pressing heavily upon the man besing,

(e cormarndments vere intended to be &

source of hap, iness i0o men,
and it is in that spirit rlone that the ordinences of the Yorsh can

we orouerly fulfilled, Our :siidrash i

)

renses us vith the iden

11T

~+ it ies becouce of God's love Tfor isrsel thet he pave “hern 1:itzvot,

133°0% 78IS 1°3°30 -DOAYIY W3 Ny DnYnIY ~(252 {1 ,K° [nD [t pae)
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In fre-, God is very anxious thet Lsreel scce bt this bounty of
11tz v0t

DS3SS1¥M 1°A %33 —DIN9Y w3 nk onYe3y  =(252 51 KT PP RAN L)

_A¥IND SRS DR A9 DR KIA 39Y *h 3N 1ARY 71D MIses

i o e * , but the retext for
.0d vants to ¢o ;097 TO Isracl, Litzvot are but the [red t

tseting Isrra) so well. Igrae) is doubly and tr{dis repnid for the
Mlrillment of cormendmants.
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F-fulfill witzvot] ihemegair Llsrrel is giiven nuv iit-

. t ) &
zvot because they are goodgy O 0q Tl i o ey o e ial

; / 2N
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Iareel cortainly wns wvorthy that it be shovm 211 this favor and
~aoiness ifthe folloviing, i.idr»ssh was actuslly so, I7 Isrr~]l “=nt so

~-p out of their vIey, to#vold desecration of tihs oetbath nothines is

+00 004 ff)%”- not even tiiec nmYOn,
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en a Jew periorns a s.itzvenh, he fscls that God is with him,
L4 is by fulfilling the ..itzveh thet e reslize vod,
‘nYow 11> kYr %y a%i3 a%apa (o 13 *nepp kY &%nhr .~(262:51 8% pI2)
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The Worah in fact, 1 ves 1life T S - =9

28 rwueh as coﬁ‘m_ﬂﬂ)l ing: viater.
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Torah enannot be acguired =t one time end lact 8 | *

it neans sonsthing
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Yorah implics fulfillment and not onlv SV
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AAPlo ) C acl ool and ot mant &ps i <
aifrerent for each person and =t sach rre, ANd e Imnow not vhich

is the correct intcrpretation.
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Jjot only are the corrwendrents siven ng in the Tornrh, foods butb

b

L

the aoeurent in its com.ogition shovs its rood characuver,
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ma Yorah mizont to the dJdevs +he sum snd substrence of a1l thet is

~06d snd berutiful, of =211 that is varth Jmowing. Hence it ourht
i6 ho sossible to apply it to all conditions of life., It should
confort, exhort, and sdilY. Tt gmst be shovm further thet it con-

trinsd evervithing even thoush erminally. The Torsh contains svery-

thin - visdon &nd ¥novled;:e of the past and mules ror livini. the

Tuture.
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One must r~lwes study Yorsh sven iT one should stud;

“‘ZQ( Kﬁz. For if one study it at #ll, onc rill soon sen 1is

v-lue, and after avhile be led to the inner sincerit: #né déo 1t
N
: 2 i ~ -~ InNter At
e 7 ( - hen e see how closely ‘iorsl: and Isracl =re interelnted
o T

b}

z P S 3ehe  Isrecl T oreh
--o s vrell wondor vhieh wes crastec for wirlen isracsl for Llore i
or “orah Tor Lsr-cl,
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This trulv seens to be ths smevailing helief that =o long‘ﬁs
the Yorah will eiﬁjg‘r:* sl jeo will live on. Yo B ot |
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ZACUL 40.

Israel merits all of God's attention end care becruse of
sacuth of the Patriarchs, Wie have seen before that viere itﬂnot
for men the world would not exist. The world and 211 in it “
exists only because of God's great desire for man. iiere man to
have passed avay from the earth, God would have destroyed the
eerth'too. From our liidrash we lesrn that it is not because of

.dann that the vorld was ererted but because of Abraham, This is

not o contradiction. The first is the generrcl end the second

the particular. Dec-use of men the world vas crented. DBecause \

of .‘braham it was seemingly recrested since Abrahanm wrs the tirst i
£ his cre~tion. ' i

one to recognize the crector and the crentness o

Loter posterity 1ives on becruse of the Zacuth of this gre~t !
i

patriarceh,
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iioses too is honored greatly by ovr Rabbis. e see in the Ed Al

followine liidrash that the viorld vas crerted in his Z=cuth. i

gseemes to me thet we could follow the thouiht in the above para-

oreph. God does not a,prove of an earth in which lavilessnsss

exists., That is why he destroved sodom and Gemorali. Linses
brouscht law and order into the world. In this wey he 100 was

the cause for the creation of the vorld.
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How often Israel did not welk in the footsteps of its moral
and =thical leaders, we know only too well, God should,therefore,
have dsstroyed the vorld apain, since it no longer had anv value,
Our kidrash, however, now strikes a new note and tells us that zacuth
can be cerried over to the descendants, They may sin, but if they
can prove themselves members of Abraham's people by beins circum-
cised, God forgives then, WWere these children rsally hogeless
they would not continue carrying withthem throush the ages the sign
of the covenant,
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Our Patrisrcis lmew the pitfells of life end lmew well enouzh
thnt their children woﬁld {211 into then. iie have here o besutiful
idrash tellins us that Abrahem himself asks God to realize the
vrlue of his wacuth and forgive Israel for future sins. — Zacuth e
really something very ii.ortant and powerful. ‘hen no {3004 reason
or excuse can be given for a wrong, we csh £all bacl: on Zacuth if

-t fie hove it.
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Our liidrash believes that Zacuth of ratriarchs slone would not

be enough. Lvery generation has its quota of righteous nen who

——— e e s S

e 3 g L 1 t+h 1 o .
enrich the dacuth, 1if that terminology is possible, These mmen are

o

called -—4adikim, Theyv seem to have powers similar to the Fakri-

archs. In ;gngacuth the vorld exists.,

God is alwavs busy with the Zadik and is wrapped vp with him,.
In the following i.idrash we see how God fgagg‘such deep sorrow over
the loss of one of his Zadikim that in his Zacuth he holds up eny

punishments or evils vhich were to befell man.
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Such is the roward of the Ladik; until the verv end ol tine

/i1l his good deeds prevail Tor good.
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In fact, to put it very simply and tersely: If one has

sacuth «vot &nd is in need or trouble, he should certainly lean

heavily on this Zacuth to see him throush.
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Verv often a simple man or evel & sinner is saved throush his

——— e e re————
—

Lot is such an example.

connection with a contempoTraTy Zadilk,
..
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{i/ffgﬁl_ggg\zfed not be related to a wadik by family ties,

if ng the Zedik iswin the vicinity his Jacuth protects them,
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‘ie have another passase to show the same:
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The sins of psrents af’ect their children and children's

ch’ldren, as on the other hand t.e virtuous life of the parcnts may

Lecome a source of blessing ©o the children. We see now that

children can also aiTTect their perents.
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and in the case of bad pupils:
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4acuth we sse works both wavs.
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In conclusion it is interzsting to note that Zacuth cen be used
up, if not uvsed in the proper way, 4 man should not sndsnger hime
self and szv, " I have Zacuth and no harm can befail ne," Should

one use 4acuth in such manner it will soon be all gone, r
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e can understand this only if we understand the underlying
idea of 4acuth. zacuth served nostly to sstablisi: the conciousness
of the historic continuity and to inercase the reverence for the
past vhich hes thus become both foundation and inspiration, when
one hears this in mind then one continues the sacuth and makes it
even richer, iWhen, however, one takes no cornizance of the fact,
then his historic relationsiip is ert of? and he reallyv has no
sLacuth.

Israel in praving for its life, with an honzast hesrt and soul,
need not worrv, Its Zacuth ..vot will stand up forever, should

Israel, however, use 1ts sacuth by makins denperous inroads into its

ovn religion, or by flirting with assimilation or other unheslthy
forms of life-- Zacuth will soon he used upy and Israel will he

without 4acutii,
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To begin with, our widresh tells us thrt men has free-

dom of will, This is the self-determination of man n2s to

what he will do or lesve undone, the frezs choice to will the ' ’

good and do &,.or to avoid the evil in thoupht 2nd de~d.

Upon this rests the morsl reg onsibility bv which men, endoved

with reason, is obligstsd to be self-puided.

'h# tesching of our ..idrash may stsnd in contr=diction
with the experiences of life. Just as 2n individual can
exercise a determining influcence upon the destinies of human

societv for good or evil, so this same individual is subjisct
b

to the determining influence of his surroundéings, his comm-
unity, ond past tradition, In our :-ast chapters ve sew that
the sin of prrants affect also their children »s , on the
other h=nd, the virtous life of pnrents mayv bhecnie a source

of bvlessing to ihe children.

s
2
0]
-
H
-

''he contrast is not so sherp or so devisfi 4 A

This situstion of environm=nt sliould not garﬂlﬁze the

-~

L=

the individ -1 o-nd leave nhim 1o abandon himself to {rte, It
aion:d on the contrary spur on tha individu-l and .arvs as =n
incentive to mornl and ri;hteous conduct, ccpecinlly if it will

erit—r.

9]

bring joy or sorrow to their po

The doectriie of orifinzl sin has nexer succassfully bdzen
arovted onto Judaism, Our Midrash quite plzlinly :sscris the
contrary, .o has been inv sted by Goé with the poier of

self-detormination, sslf-improvement, or ssli-defac ment,

4
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sez in the following -:idrash an erphasis on the vord “"one" to f ?
mean, “ons of its kind", lian differs from the lowver animels ‘ ﬁ
1 '§
in his independagce of instinct and as the dictetor of his H
actions, ilan nets from free choice and coﬂcious d=sign 2nd is
able to chenge :1is mind at any moment at s~ny evidence or even
througsh vhin, Onlv man can éo as he plesses vith no one to
frustrete 'iis desires.
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folloving this line of thousht we crn see that +the basic

sresupgosition of the contrast betwesn the plous ~né the wicked

i the persuesion that 1 1ies within the choice of mrn to be
tells us that tle

a pious or a wicked person. Our iiidrosh

Garden of sden *as an idesl atate of "frezdom of choice".

‘"o paths lesd «vay from +the tr-e of knowled;e, ore road leads

to {o0d nd one road lerds to evil,
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Hovr convincedé the compiler of our illidresh wns of this

freedom of the will!

So important is this thesis to him

that even uwlien confronted with an asctusl varse "“that the
of man is evil from its voutnh on" he stresses
oes on to tell us that vhen one

more control over him, buit that in later 1life it

Yezer which controls mein.
vours=1lf by wmnking good, or
Preciselv according to this

does God shape vour future.

yrssion
the "vouth", lle
is vouny; the evil Yezer has

it is the (004
You wvourself create the uture for
bad use nf the past ~nd the pLresent.
freely chosen profram of yours

A wise mAn preprres his ovm fuiure

Cah St

and niekes it a r00d one, 3
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411 we rave said so far nay e true, ~ut even more true

ia the 7act thst ein does exist in the world, Our liidrach

raalises this fret and must face it, e read, hovever, uhe
vords of a blaeding hesrt vhan we reat the foll wing .~idrash,

is so good

..an wsv pot bz born with desire to do evil, but it

do it. It scems on the contrary ithet it is diff-

icult to do food. 4hen one is szbout to do evil his whole being




cuivers with delight, iiovrever, vhen onc vants to fmlfill 2
cormandnent, he procrastin-tes the action,
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Our liidrash goes on to show the great ,over of evil,
5vil does not have to slini in the zhadows. 1t is well estab-
lished =nd evsn res.,.ected, Zvil, proud end hauphty, walks in
the middle of the strest for evervone o sse, admire and worship.
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sin, we thus ses, is defiant,

Very often we i'ind people who cormiit sins rot for the sake of

sntisfving an eppetite but for the purgose of showing this reb-

ellious spirit. This ig rerlly throwing off the voke of God and

His liitzvot. In the finel enalysis it mesns removing the covan-
abt,
Verv often a person commits vhat he considers a ligrt gin,

- . q . T ol 5 - . [ N . 23 4} -h"l
Ile does not reslize, however, that some sins don't remaln vith the

individueal. S0 manv of them rfect other peogle and 1n this

5 1 A I O R T S <o a
way his sin is no longer 2 light one put one ruining the lives

of nmanv,

It is reallv o rebellious pirig
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An example of suclh a sin is sleander, It travels far and
wide. Although some =ins cen sometimes be amended, slander
never ccl, Bven if vou appease vour friend, his wrat still

T

burns deep against you
- y . e

*mix Y JIwh  =pi¥n “Hy3 innpwtl <(748 §7T 33 [pD  ®O PIB)
’

pennY *Yma3 &Y% (YwIn ®ia otoman %01 &M JKS91D3 371a% *nina
rynan 135w 57y o en nhn ,0%3D3n 133 PR3N 13D pYman Yow
PYIT "WYY MIRA N2 13 INS¥AR IWE ONIND Aawye  ,0t3030 133 x5
new 0%ys yan 1Iwd Sapoa 93 72 TRV AN PP wAN ATy Aliev

,B%3D3n KIA I3 ]Iy CUCODAR KIRY 1DTCOD

inother such sin is the ssl 1ins of a free mpn into slavery
Ten of the grentest n in one generstion, were killed because
. 3 3 | 1 4 a 1 hean ™ v vransid
of this deed and yet t has not been fully re; a.
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St111 enother such sin is violgnes. Our Midre

4 . - 1 ' ; * + R akins

it o verv grievgous sin, reminding us thet wod did not issue
iia decrce U, On the Generation of the Mood until they had

cormited this erime of crimes,
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Iian reallv has so very many appetites, the verv organs

whieh vere crested in order to follow the patis of righteousness

and to worship God, zre so easily traincd to the contrar

who foresees all is puzzled, not knowing into which part of the

- Ll

Ve wnd

humen mass lie should place His holy breath of life. lle at last

chonses the nostril since this organ exhales bod air end inhales

fres]

who for vesrs do not inhale good clean s iritual or ethiecal air
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To conclude, SIII we see is 2 symptom of corru; tion and decay

$n the spiritusl condition of man, 3in taints the divine in

1, clean air, But even this did not help. There are persons
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source and instigetor of the rebellion, its mein activity con-
sists in seducing and tempting. from the mo:ient man is born,
it cleeves to nin,

Yet, the Evil Yezer is as evsrything else in the universe,

a crcnture of God, It is a necessary pert of man's composition
since it arouses the desire of self-reproduction and preserves the
hunan rece from extinetion. ' But for the Lvil Yezer, a men wonld
never puild a house, nor marry a wife, nor beget children,
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.ie ses then, that althouih .ass’ons are often necessarvy, the

E Al
ghuse of these pessions is cnlled sin, ‘“hey linger too lon;, with
Man. It seems to be ever ot th-. doorste, of his henrt, ochechter

the wicked Ironm

"The differ nce batween the viclied snd the riphteous is that the
vieked are in the pover of their heeris, vhile the righteous hrove

their hearts in their pover®.

In order to control the 2vil Yezer, men wust ever ware var
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against it, There are menv wavs to do this, ‘'he stronsest
vieapon is the study of the “oreh in the lizht »f what ovr iiidrash
exylsined in the previous chapter, Aanother weapgon is to do
viorks of loving—kindness: A third weapon is to live an ascetic

life.

In the following Midrash, we cees how the zsadikim, concious of

their

> Pe

helplessness against the powers of temptavion, sctually
tale ascsiic vows in order to keep away from sin,
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s that 1t

another Liidrash tells us the seme thing &n
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would keep us out of much trouble.
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sin vorries the 2Zacik greatly. LSlihough his @ood deeds iar
ontmuiver nis sins, otill the sins lie ns a burden u,.on him,

;posite is the cese writh the evil doer. iiis fevw rood deeds,
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iy s R ety . o s =
the follovring illdresh is a very interestimgone, It tells

us that pefore adam and ove sinned, thev didn't lmov ther ware

naked, 4t that tine, they vere naive, tise, and the

|~

r thourhts
~sre only of God, And Jjust as man is not ashemed that his hand
is uncovered so werz they not ashamed that their genitals were
uncovered, iowever, after they had sinned, they became ashemed
andé covered their nekedness,
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“his liidrash it seems to me, tries to tell us that we ars bold
and unashamed og long s we do not lmow thet e ave done Virons.
liowever, no sooncr do we Tind out that we have sinned, when we imm-
ediately cover up the source, This is true of & paerson walking

throw:h the strset * ith a smudpe of dirt on his face, ile vralks

o

proudly until someone tells him alout it, then he covers his face

and slecks off to the side,




it may also be interpreted to msan that

realms of thought, all subject watter cen de discussed. it is
wvhen they bring their subjects dovm to e lov level or speak of them
vith evil or cern@l intent, that societv forces ther to put clothes
on their words,

God, because of iiis love Tor Israssl, *2nts to ever pour forth
iis goodness and love upon themn, lie cannot do so, however, as
lon;; ss evil continues unchecked., Punishient is thersefore a
manner of cleansing the Jew of sin so that ihe roodness of God
meyv once more be showereC upon the elected of CGod,

The stetements in our ididresh concernins punishment asre founded
upon the teachiny; conecerning the freedom of the will, lian is
responsible individually for his acti-us. lie is morallw dependent
on himself snd he, himself, has to bear the conscuyuences of his

ovn deeds, Usunllyv the consecuences are more evils Tor the

punishment of evil lies in the elf.
The inflictions which befall ihe jeople or the individusl -re

retributive, the penslity of trensprs sion.

Our Lidresh tells us & story conc:rniig; idabbi Chenina b=n

Dosa, It sesms there vas 2 certein ploce vhers a2 perticular
tvpe of lizard mede his home. This lizard hurt lhe peoile who

passed by his way, Psoule came #nd informed Rabhi Chanine ahout

this pest, Iie neked that he be led to the hole vhere the lizard

ST

T
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lived and upon arriving at the spot, placed the heel of his foot
at the mouth of the- hole, The lizard came out, bit the heel, =nd
died. Rabbi Chanina took back the lizard to his school =nd said
to his pupils, "See, it is not the lizard which kills; it is onlv
because of sin that we are so terribly punished,”
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We have here another saring to prove the very same point,
sherever the term corruption or destruction is used it is » pun-
ishment for the cormiting of a sin or idolatry.
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The punishment meted out for a sin is often very harsh. It
mav be in the form of death, illness, servitude, etc. e have
sean in the chapiar on Zacuth, that bad perents »ffect their child-
ren's 4acuth, Yet, only on rare occas’ons do we find such 2
statement ss the following; "See what the one sin of aAdam broucht

a

about. His height was shortensd, his sight was dirmmed, his diet
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was chenged, he was penalized by death Tor himself and Tor sll
e e

renerations to cone,
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Our iiidressh alwavs op,osed the idea of gin cormitted bv one

person teinting the lives of generations and generations, It
recognizes no sin witich does not arise from the individusl con-
science or morel personclity. The condemnation of a vhole aen;
eration or race in consevuence of a single individual is an
essentislly heathen idea vhich was overcome by Judaism throurh

the teaching of divine justice and man's moral responsibility,

The Christisn view of universal guilt as a consecuence of .danm's t
I

sin, the dorma of original sin, is a relepse from the Jewish stage

_4‘..‘_.._._

to the heathen doctrine from which the Jewish relision freed itself. |
Should we, however, closely inspect this ..idresh, ve would soon
notice that the punishments here mentionec 2re not natural ones,
a men suirfers from illness., 4 man loses his weelth, A man is 4
All these we can understvand, lere, how- ] J

e e —
.

forced into ssrvitude.
“he punishments here neted out,

SRR

ever, we see sonething dilferent.

are really not punishmsnts. One rever saw man except in the con-

dition he is in nov, l.an, therefore, probsbly alwavs had the

e e S ——
P o— *

T T Ty e
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characteristics he has todev, Thus, what s=

n5 o us a punishment
is really nothing of the sort, Our liidrach is nerelvy narrating
sone ancient folk-lore or is plaving afound withsome Kabalistic
fancy,
another exemple of lhe afore going iidrash is this one,
PYPRAT CIRD InDY RY ~Ten 739 o -(226 {1 PLN Lo T )
Y21 1DIpI nIntn Aand A%y Yayy avpn 8%3 nne A1sn 93 nilpRIT

AR R AL FEULEE SRR AR REL I BE R I XX

The following icidrash is an interestingone, It sscems that
God was testing idam. Just as soon as sidam transyressed, he viss
tried, The fact that he was tried on the very same dey night
bring the thought to our minds that vhen there vas only one ran,
God wasn't so busy, and could pive ilis personal attention and

so do everwything in one dav,

A%a5n ¥y #a3 n%I03 ninp At 09IV RIn (23 5T TS (nb 3 £ns)
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entance dzsceribes the sct of the soul

%

in breaking =siay Trom its yrst sg o rreliminery step to the vork

of ethicalk reformn. In our kiiarash we Tind a deey spiriturl con-
ception of this thought, -

In primitive thinking we £ind the notion that this world must
{;0 beceause of evil, hate, stc. But for the world to ro eltosether

is too rwch, To the prinitive mind it ves a notion of a grend




cvele; the world ;oes dovn and is revived cgain, Judeism doesn't
believe in a breskdovm or the diseppearsnece of & vorld, lloral

Judaism has instead = roral change, The day of judsement comes,

It is the puidance and education of men towards a foal. ilo

intermedicry power rrom without secures the divine grace =nd pardon

Tor the repentant sinner, but his own inner transformstion alone,
Repentance thus is basic for the concept of this new moral life,
s-an is not hopelessly lost under the burden of his sins that
he need ever lose fsith in himselr, Ho one ean sink so low that
he cannot find his wav back by untiring self-diseipline, Our
lidrash considars sin merelv moral aberration and not uitter corr-
uption, It therefore believes in the capability of the verwy
@rst of sinners to imgrove his wavs, 411 is not so dark,
1an There is a chance

Judrism raises ho_e in the bresst of everw nan,

to cscaye punishments of sin. One must nerely repent.,
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Only in few instances does man suffer the mak Svopeaipes,

Very often it is due to neglect .ng the Torah,  iiost alwavs, hovever,

it is as a for a sin. Cur ilidrash displaved much in-
senuity in mateliing disasters with sins. These purishs

not to serve as an invantory of crimes snd uenalties but =5 » varn-

ing ageinst traiisgression er reglisence, s men was led bv his
infliction to exemine "imself with a view to rep-ntencs and

mendmant,
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The principle of repentance is » universal, human one, sdan

B obasiat sl 5

as a2 type of upenitent sinner vho is grantad pardon

is described

b Goé., The bign of Cein was slso to he & gipgn for all sinners,

assuring them that thev might 211 obtnin forsiveness snd srlvation

if theyr -~ ould repent, Repentance is indeed poverfu:l, It can do

away with a good deal off the punisiment. ~e ere told thot in the

crse of Cain, half his punishment wes cancelled becnuse of repentance.
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Aven one vho vorshins idols, vhieh action is a

in Judaism, can be saved oy rapsnting. Terah, v1o w2s ~n idolat-

ror, is honored becsuse he reients.
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God does not want to punish nan, e would mich rather s-e ‘
3 - i =1 o p) o, gL
him repent. If man himself will not rspznt, God at least hozes | &
i N
5
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that someon= will pray for him, tlhiat some one will intercede for

hin,
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Thare is in repsntence a certain yuelity of infinitude, With
the senitent mood there comes » new insight and 2 fresh illumination
leading to an almost peinful anxiety to meke atonement, The real

"haal) teshuvah' stands rerdv for snv task howvever grent; for any

service hovevoer distasteful, Teshuvah is thius trans?ormed into a
moral dynanic, The dews =re in the diaspors because 1hev have not
regented in this scnee, Jere the Jews really %o re;.ent in this

sense there vm»1ld be enourhh energy in thenm to return to Falestine
and overconie =1l ebstacles, Iilodera Zionisn might well teach the
idea of re.entance.
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v, God was angry et the world, In

ct

Acecording to Christiani

¢

-

His Goodness, however, lie decided to forgpive by sending ilis son to

this world, ilis son was Yilled as o srcerifice for humsnity and

no greater sacrifice vwes ever brouiihit. Judaism snswers tiis sinply,
What need does God heve for & goceriiyice? If ile vants to forgive

lie forp;ives, Foriivensss lizs only in ths hends of God ~2nd God
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is moved to forgive sin by iiis ovn character, Our iiidrash tells
us thet Torah in & discourse vith God =dvises Ilim that unless lie
withhold i:is wrath at times there is no use in creating men, for
mortel is created with anger and a2ll other forms »T the usvil
iezer, God, however, assures Worah that not for naught is lie
called longsuffering - nd ebundant in goodness,
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Abgolute justice cannot exist in the vorld, 1f vou want
justice, ou can't have lhe world, snd if the vorld is noet

im.ortant vou can't have sbsolute justice, Tou ean't hold 2 rope

ot both its ends. You tie n p2il to ons side nnd let 1t (0 covm

( if wou hold

the well, and the other-ond you holé in our hand,

Both ends of & ro.e in vo r “ands, "ou von't have viater, 00, VOou

. 5. @ - A g des) D~ 21
con't have both abeclute justice ond the exisience o1 A orld,
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means of atoneument and reconciliation with God. What is important,
nowever, in the sacrificial ssrvice is the purity of intention =snd
the singleness of pur,.ose with which the secrifice is brought.

+hel brought such a sacrifice,
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and vinen .dem saw that a sacrifice cen bring sbout Torgiveness,
he preised God., llow he realized that man nesed not be destroyed.
If but he repent, he can be forsiven and live,
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When one getvs up from a2 gick bed

P

, one Mav be suie thet a1l
one's sing vere iorfiven,
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#hen onc recorlnizes the vorks wihich Gnd created ~nd celebrates
the wavpata in the proger way such o person will be Torgiven too,.
tThiIst YYenion 95 R3IPIY D Yok KIET 37 e =(59 85k b 3 PID,
19 1mnIRY BLEY 2y (RSTY IORTIN AT [P0 DAUA CORD S 192

JOD2i JareAY NIy 1o

o

o el



64,

We learned from & preceding iidrash that God was not so busy
on the first deav, ilan went throush the coinlste sin, punishment,
repentance and Torgiveness yrocess in one d=y, Our ilidrash here
tells us that at 12 man was Forgiven and thet all of menkind vho

comes before Him Tor judpement will leeve vrith amnestyv,
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Just as man ex,escts God to be matter how terrible
his sin, =o should man too be sver ready to foriive his fellow-

man no natter how much he is wronged,
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