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?~.::! 'ACE . 

~he ol: ject of thi :: study is a c.ou .le one : to bring together 

ln one paper all the Biblical m:itorial on the sub j ect of charity and 

to systematize thut material from s ~ evelopmentu:l viewpoint . This is , 

th'3n . not a t !1eologie:?l nor an ethic~1 study , bu t i e. pur ely s oci ol ogical. 

lnvos tigotioo • an attempt to U.:Jderetand in the light of the getler al 

social and economic cond itions the amount, methods , and r o int of view 

with wnich charity was administored in ancient I srael . It is an eff or t 

t o trace one of the socia l ins titutions t or ough a development of a 

t hou sand ye:i r s , both for its O\":ll sak · nod for toe i :- sig11t ";":i1icn we 

mn:,r th:is ci. tair.. i nto ti:c: life of the BebrcY: people , esp~c!.·· !.J y of those 

li ttl e -Zn07.ll and otsc·:rc .: r.di vi6uals \:ho <,!re so of t en r o:'err eo to e.s 

" th e poor". 
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Chari t~· is tbe means by t.hich a i1eopl e attecpt s to solve the 

prr.bler.t of pov er t y . This inc~ l4d ec t he d.ir ec t giving of goods at1d servi

ce s . which \."P. us1n: lly unden:t anll by t he term, 1.10 \'iell as mor e indirect 

roetaod r. of relievinG su f fer i ng , a.no a lso any efforts to pr ev ent poverty 

by legal e r mor a l n:cans . Obviously , thi s is a pa rt of t he ent ire so c.:t~l 

con:.pl~ and cannot be consl C: e r ed a ;mr t irori t h e g en er Hl c o1H. i t ions out 

of 1:nicb the c narity a r icer.. A pe opl e livi-f u nd er pr i l!!iava conc i t i c1n i;. 

wi.11 110.ve neither the sa me n ~ C'o nor th e ~ ume me~s o · sutisfyi ng i t ns 

a r.ior e highl y d eveloped nnd mor e cul ture~C. nation . llOi:;- , the Hebrev.-

ns ti on, a e r eflected i n t tJe va r icu s b ooks o f t :~e Bible . sho~ a long 

t:.nd c r,urlicDted cour ~c of dcve l opn1ent , l~ sti q: f or !11 J l j" a t nousc.nc 

yec r s u nc er c i rcumc t :: nce s v:-1licCi ,. e can fo llor; , st l e·- s t in pat; ani 

brint;ir; t h em from l'.. r.r imitive b'lrt>J.lp of kirishi! cla.'1S to a loose c on 

=cderc cy of trib e~ , t hen t o u nntion , ne~t t o t wo nations , t o c per iod 

of c:'i]e sud f iLlllly to t ao s i t ua t i on of a weo.k and trlLtltar y people , 

held tog etl1e:r only b=i a. relifious )>ond . :'he cbnrit;,- () f t he people 

ohows e o evelorm1eni; !>=. r :i llcl t o th11 t of t heir life i o gen er al . 

Charity is depend ent , it. gener a l , u 1~on t hr 0e f& <.:tor e f or its 

n: tu r e . It oe;ienus upon the econor.1i c life of the pecpl e .--the need 

for ch..,., r i ty . - ner e t nere are no economic clo f, ::c s , no cont_ast between 

r i dh nnd poor,cbv.r i ty in the modern sense cannot e:·:ist . Seco#d , it 

dc -·ends upon t h e e t nicol an d r alic i ous tone of t he people. - - t heir 

·.vi. l lingnee s to g-i v e . Some· tribes settle the problem of t h e Vi'eak and 

inf i. r rn , the ag ec or the Gi cltly chlld , by the r u pid but crude means of 

1'.:..lJ 1)1g tl! m. or e~:posi. g t h er:i t o t h e eler3en te . Bcccusc t he Hebr erT 

peo l e did no t ru;.rb or such idcns , cbar l ty becmr.e one of their inotitu 

ti t' ll!J . In the third pl ece , c1.e r:i t·· ocpend s upon tilO le~gl pr nvi. i ions 



~ ;ivi ng cae r i ty . ~ect tae three o f these ~~~tors ar~ shown i n very 

.: .rf areu t colors i~ toe ·:3r icu.: : ··ck s o f tn c 3 iCle is a we l l -knov.n fact . 

e u s t trace a_l tar ~e o= tcese ~ o~ ~rminiJg f a ctor s ~t tee sane t i n e 

t!!ilt ·::e e::ar.i: ne t he ch~r it;; whic r. went a i ont witn t a em . Th::lt is , t he 

- r obl<?m of chcrl t y , :-:oen t bor ougil:'.. y s tudi ed , brini;s us a t once to th o 

~es~t o f a people ' s l ife, t ouc r.i.I..g utcn the p olitical , e conom:c , a~d 

e t ti a: p~sses of tteir e~istence . 
i 

3y \;LC cc:'in~i c:.n o'f 'ti::.e t er m -;.aich I 0.s7e pr c pouncet• . I 

am : t liJ!8nise cor:si ccr the e ::ior ts at pr ·1 vc!!ti on of pov t•r t:, :me!. a t 

t ho es a bJ is...lllent of e\·l.lalit:; ar.cr1t- t ee !=eO""le . A nuob i·r o f oun:e .. nl t -

t71o ::.~ses i:. :-c :.nt . ...or eover , ~ 1..-• r e is a :::i1;1£ ti ve -.us.se o-: cc.~:.ri t y 

-;c..:. c !:. :.~ P:peci :i Jl y '"r omin.:int i. tne books o.f t ... ~ pr ophc <: , consi s ting 

of : ·t:::.d~el:S t c t he P~ .:. r . ~ ct t c o nr a:.~ t_eo nor -..; :i ts.l:e s.u ttnfuir ad-

r e7P4.l i~ 'l ~--i~iti-;-e ftst- of cu:t-Jr1'? , shO\'i trti.s t ond e::c :: . t.. ve ::-y 

:'P.!'!'lle::i:ig :'!"co:er: is the relo ~i ·. n of chs!"it~ t c ~c _et· i sti ~al l11:l O"' . 

:'!:.e -;;·.o c ':l'O! !'r on: t :-.e s::~e l=e ·pJ..e . often i '1 !l. :;;:.r: i l ar •.'i'U ~; . •rnd \"er e 

;:-~- cti r.ic- ~c t;u ., ,_"./ u uited . At 't i cs ~'.e "c~1 of Joli " 

-;;-al: ~7.ong toe r eci · i~nts o f cnor ity ; ir. s ~at r , er i od, t ue priest hood 

t.o:o r bed ciu c:c TI~i ci. ha d been fi ,· ci: t o ·.;Le p ('lo ::---tithe~ , sucrifi ces , ~ tc . 

- , . 
que~ti .. Eece ives e so··.e-.hr. t c on::U s!•d t~ ·!l tncnt i.::i t oi s paper, 

.:tis , t 1-;r.st in n:. ::- t , bect u se tile 3ible shc-· -s u s r.:) on e clea r ~.:nst"er 

r. !.!c b•·c"·;:-~ ::t nany per iods tC.o nz:r rc.: tisfl c- :· t uc pcorl~ iru~~t n~vc been 

"'i tlte one . 
" 



The Bi~ lc prnvi ~cs us >.it~ a greet defrl o f mn ter jal on t he 

subj ec t o!'cberit y . but it is s o scatt er ed and fr.:igmentar :· n s t o g ive 

no clear pi ctur e of condit i ons u11til v er y cnr efully sifted . ~her 3 a r e 

ebou t ~ nu ndr cd a nd fi f t n r efer onces t o c na r i t y . s cn t t er od t hr ongh 

tr:e entir e :: ible , and O!>p enrin{; i n ever y book e::rncpt Canticl es , LW!l ., 

·. :r ~ , end ei, ht of t he .n,: inor Pr ophe t s . As t h es e a r e a ll s na ll books, 

"1" i tten f or s pecific purp oses , t he a r gumentum s i lent ium i~ her e qui t e 

r'li;ic.n i ( l ess . Sone type of cher i tabl e, effor t a 'Per.1rs all t u.rou gh t h e 

histor y o f t he Ilehr ew peopl e . 'l'he Bi bl i ca l r eferences to charity are 

of thr •~e k ind" , vc r y i rif muc h i n vi.. lu e t o t oe i ove :tiga tor. The most 

Spec i f ic . bu t lcn~t t ODUian ma t er i a l is in t h e l e t a l codes . =ere ~e 

find many proVi s i ons f or t he poor . sor.ie o'f ·.-;hlch :.:r e so pecul i a r end 

so confl ~ ct inf r.itb t oe hi storicel cviuence t hat • hJY n er e pro~ably 
l 

t b eoreticcil a ud - er e n ev er pr :...ctiscd in the f or m in ·.-:-hich -:;e nave t he:t . 

Anc t cer la1.lt cf m::. t c:!:ial , r i c !i i..J ar.1ouz.t bu t l acld.nr; snee; i fi c do t:i i ls , 

is i:l tLe 1Y1ral ..,: ccopt s , u ur onis11int on t o ·oe L"i. !:d t o tho poor . At 
2 

time s . t Li s become::: a c!"i Di t c :ind v er~- i mj:o r tant . Th e b ost r: a t erial 

for ou:r pur pocc i " coo t e ine <. i n tbo i .ndd ont s •.h ich rcvec l t 11e l ife of 

t h o !Jeor.le . Eor e · .. e .3ee the n.ctural octi cns end t nough t o f t he peopl e 

ll r oug1. t in ] nci den to lly t o taa mnin s t or y . .e mu s t b e caurt ou s her e , 

JJo\.eVf'l' . und r omerib er tr.ie t t h ese r e fere!.!ce:;: mu y shO\" the cu s t om at t h e 

t i me t u e Etor =r was v.Titten do·.-.n anu no t a ~ t~e t ir·• e of t be i nciden t 
3 

rela t ed . Al l t hi s d iver t:. ent n111ter ial mu ~t be broucht t.o&e t ucr and 

systema '11i~ed bcfor P. ~•e con s ee tbe cor~.pticf.s en~ u:Jeges i n a clenr form . 

t.'ven so , -;-;e ir.o y mi sc " UCh oi' tne motive '\7hi ch nu i ms t cu QJl Or i en t a l , 

livin& thre e thm•~nnd yer. r s ago . 

i. _ ..... v . ':5 , thP Ju bi le . 
-=:;~ t ci .. c. f' 0l uen time . " 

,., . 
£ . I t- . fi8 ; Job -ii:&. $ . f-:u til 'z • 7 t 

11 i.Llh 



~he ter ms '.7uJ.Ch r. re u sed for t ile v· l' i ovs phm: os o f c ht. r i ty 

a r c lltthl:; si&ni f i c ont. I n t ile fi r st pla~c . t ue b i b l e i s olrr.os t en

ti r el1 l a cking i n a : ~tr! 1 C t t erms for the sub ject . ~her e e.re no :Bi b-

LcEl l wor c1s fo r chr.r i t y . h ~ 13!>i. '1 lity , or nlmP. - g i Ving . In every cn~e 

the f :: ct i s c:-pr es"ec co nc-r etelY--" I s it 11ot t o dea l t hy bre[;d t o t he 

hun~-ry , cn~ t ha t t h ou c r ing t he po or th~t or e cos t ou t t o t hy house? 

..-hen thou seect t he IW.lrno . t b::i t thot: c ov e r him; a nd t h.ct t hou hide not 
1 

t hycol f from tbine own f1.e ch? " --or i n g en er al l aneuug e , --"Opr>r s ~ not 
~ 3 

tho poor " ; "have mer cy upon ti1e n eedy " . ·~he wo r d i''f1 Y, .!Men in post -

:>ibi i col lit eratur e means cher i t y , i n t he Bible t: l v.1lys hn s the metlninb 
4 

of rig11teou s ncss , j u s ti ficntion in a court o f l a w, or r ic,ht eous deeds . 

rn on ~.; t.hr" c r. J.ac eo r. •n y t 1.e wor dx po .. ::: ib l y be co r,strued i n the ~ense 

c f" cna rit;, 1: end even in t irn" e ( ·;:bich ur e nll v c r ,: l ote pa ssages ,, t he 

r. pa i ng is n ot co::iclu eive, o no t oe u sun l aign i fi c r.1!c e :its i nto t he 
5 fi rst, 

parall i l i sm o lrr.oat . i f n ot ~ui te . as 'tt-?11 . ~hese a re, t.c '3 f ro11ou s phrase . 
/\ 

J) \"Oin $ "'S Jl -;'\ f .,15 , "rignt eousne::;s S<- ves from den t il'.' whi ch :.. r,-pea r s 

r1itc two onposi D[ clauses ; us io t n l s , Cl'rni ll i ::> tile only on& \\ho 

:::uin to i 11s t 1ii:t t lc me::. r i ng i e '1chc r i t y 1
: ';i ldcboer c:onccdos ~hi ~ ns pos -

s i b J e . nnd 1''r S"J nl:onburc_ . tou~ t:-. cr ·:i.tL. t r.e dictione r ies . ! r.si s t on t h e 

r.. -:ir.i2-:g o~ "r _ _:hte cusnc as •. .:he otber pllssnge nee«.~ "cn:ir i t y" : e r ::? n 

e;; oc t f)5ral1 e l , ··br enl: o~·: thy sins b J · l.Ls -e iving , a nc'l t hs i ni(!u.iti e s 

• 

b y sho'l7i.1t cer cy t o t r,e 'J)C r" . Even horc the br oooer monni ng i s po~siblo . 

a lti.ougn "::he late dntef :: . :; . s . lo·~ J mt!kes t t:e - ost. - i> io l i c::. l u sage likel y . 

-6 kno t.her late ~sr.t.ge USt!S ti.e wor e s 0•>1• i d .}l ll~l'f" (ift~ to t no p oorj", 

l. [ ·· . 58 . 7 . . A.i:to s 8 . 4 . S . _r '- v . 19 . 17 . ·~ . Bypins: Ci a ri t y in Ju da i s m. p . 21 • 
..lT '":.n , ..... riu: s , .;r iv or ~iict . b . Erov . lO . ~ ; ll . IJ . _~n . 1 . '.'! . . u. Est z . . 9 . 2 2 . 



the sole u se of t he phr:ise in th ': Bibl e , c l though in the v-::rb fo r m, "thou 

sha lt give-, it is more comnon. Refer en ces t o boG, i ng occur thr ee 
1 

t i mes in the Bi ble but in n one of these i s a t e c b inal t erm ecployed . 

These all app ear in ~14rses , ond ore a ll paraphrased ,--"sholl come and 

crou ch for a p iece of s i lv1.;1· o nd a l oaf of brea o"; " n ever ha ve I senn 

the right eous forsa ken or his see d asldcg for bread"; " let his child r en 

be f3 ther less and ask". We thus hav e three wor ds used in the same sen se , 

?he V&ri ou s l aws and practises have a l l th eir ovm terms . 

wuich ~ill be notiaed when we come to the di f f er ent Slt.bjects . Ther e 

r emnin for consider ation onl y the seven wor e s u sed for the poor. the 

class t o whom charity i s to be given, or wuo ore in need of i t . The 

pr oper wor ll for ir.dig ent is '1.l"-""), Yt'h ich is no t th e usuul wor d employPd . 
T 

:1he most comraon term is ·J~. \'1hi c:h means or i ginc~ly , "one \':ho i e huc -
2 

'bled ", and t t!us r eceiv e d t ile me~nint of p oor, n °e dy,mi eer eble . T~e 

worcl und erwent a l one evoluti on, ~ s ii: t he Psa l ms it take s on ·t:he meen 

ing of the poor bu t p i ou s Isra eli tes opnosed t o t be nauebty nati ons , 
3 

or the !JO Or wl thin tne no ti on , oppr P.ssetl by the r ich . ~he l as t metut-

i nt \';'h i ch it took on vu.: ~ t L.c t of ~ r eligi ous group,who c:. lled t li ett-

scl v es "tt e p or ", pr obf '1ly i n tl;e sense of th~od er n pol itic i a ns \"lho 

all~; t hem£clvez '.tit h "the cor.u_oo people" .I t ma y bo pos sible to identi fy 

tili s t;r ou p wi t h the Es s eaes . 'R e must distinfU J.. s h 'J.ll 1·ror:1 \' l~. whl<;h 
4 

1:1ennt , "one v.-n o bulllb les hjr s elf '' and r eceived t i1 e d eri ved meailing of 
:, 

piou ~ or ( pcr ht:. ? s 1mec3 . • Paterso~ '17ill n ot !luwi t ti:~ l n s t mooning , even 
6 

i n tne one ref erence t o hi.ose s . ! t i s s ti ll a moot ques tio:i W!!etner 

1.I a am . 2 . 3o ; Ps.3 7. 25 ; 1·:)9.10 . 2 • .Dr i ver :art . ?oor, ii~ stints .B ibl e Diet. 
;-s. ·.':"elJ h:usen , ::~.c l1>s, Pol.;chr ome l3ible . Cf . Ps .18 . 27 . 4 . : river , a !'t . Poor 
G. Pator s on ,art . c•n 1' or, ncyc . Bib l ica . G . Num . 12 .~ . 



t he two wer o or igincJJy different l':Clrd s , or were di~tinguieoed b y th e 

i.:essoretes . In s cver cl places , t h ey are i n.terc banged, that is, i:f \.0 

cssame thst t h e di stinc t i c•n is n tboroughtodmg one . It is no t ::ible tha t 

•)l/is n ever used i.n opposition witin· ci~rich ; the usu.c l word in such U 
~ / 

a Si t uatl n 1.S \V'), a l tnough~WO Other wor d B, ~i and r;)~Cre also us ed at 

til!1es. All four of t h e s e terms are used inter <;bnngeably in per allel -

i s t. . :rhe or iginal meaning of J, is t i1in , f eeble, r educed, thu r. ccmint 

t o tue slEnifi cailtoa of poor . 1•·:~..lC c cent in want o~ anything. und t hu s 

tc ol: on the t \·.o shad es of poor and mi serable . Its later mouuing, like 

tL.ei:; of 'J~ wos a purty, t uo Ebicr.itec , ·:mo r P.ceive sorr.e mcutioi! i n t he 

•. er- _ es~ar.1 0 :-:t nne aleC1 in r .::bbini c literature . Three r or e ~ords are 
1 2 

used f c;r pvor in l n t c- w:irks ; 1 -::>oro sc .... n s t o be an As s:Tian lo&n- wor d . 

il::>~ ~ i s v ery 5 :mbtful , both i1 , origin and e a c t 1nP.coing , ond :ippe::r s 
3 ~ 

i!.. bu t one ps::.lrr. ; r. ili : c ·~~~ occns str i ppec , de~ti tu t e . Ql'.d t a en poor. 
1~' 71·11~ ; 5 . 

':"he v cr!l l'"O i2 u se.! ir. tT:0 "for ms/\ t o t:le~ t hefmpov · ;isc eci . 'b1s 

clcuor~1 t fl l ist of t · r ms f or tne po r s110\·1s bcjlcnu any dou bt t i:lll t the 
With 

peo-le wnr~ur.1 iliar :t:m s eei nc :rnd t c t l:.inkj n,g ab out the poor, whila on the 

r- tLer hend , bcg t ing mu Ht hr ve b een pr a ct :cslJ y u ttkOO\~. 

:ne stu d7 o~ to e ~Lele fi el a of J ib l ical chnrity discloses 

til.ree ois i;inc t l: in, c ~· cn.:iri t .1 7:1.ic h v1er e pr ev:-l 0.1t i n tLroc peri ods • 

. hcse epocos ov er la.ppod , bu t :lr e still t o be cla~rl y s e en in our rl i blical 

books . '.:'he . i rs t i~ the pr i rr.i t ive per i oci . •·;,.1en nosri t ::li t:; is tne on· y 

for m of charity . .'hen comes a :!one gr owt n , brin6ing t he r ise of a 

c. cpendcnt clo ..;c , and the seconci per i od of cho.r i t y . tbt t of l P.gal pro

vision f or tho poor . In tu:? third periot: , aft - r t h e B::lJe , o.lms - t;ivint; 

.,. ir t:t cppr!IJl't nnc becccP. coon tJ.e p ?'e\t. lent mode of c11~ri table a. c~ion . 

J . ~:e;cl.t. . 1; ; 9 . lb . :: . u t c rsozJ , rt . on Poor . 3 . ~a . lc . a ,1n ,l ' . 
: • .?" . l ·-·~ . 'I • 5 . _. "' V . 25 . ~5 , . 5 , 39 , 4 7; 2 7 • 8 • 
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CJ:AP:'.?:.q II. !!'IR~~ P!.:.~ I OD • . :SPITALI ':'Y. 

Pri:nitiv e c harity consis ted of nospitality. Society did not 

present e.n:i graa a ti ons o f weal th and povert; ; th e ~lan '\'Ta s n unit in 

t .e ecoao1•ic , po ! iticol , and s ocial z ensc ; no memb er of the cla~ coul d 

be i o ·::ant wnen any other member had enou gh t o eat . l\"hil e the !Iebre't\° 

neer le nt t he t ime of the Jud~es wer~ by .no means a !)r im ti v e poo ple . 

ho• i r.c 3lre:.Jtl y had consi<ierable h i story and some contact r:i t h tile on-

cient civllizatio ~ s , still , they p osses s ed mun y of the pr i mitive social 

insti t :1t1 ons. :'he most i mp0r tunt of these . and ;;ae bes t pr eserv ed in 

:lny pr. r -:; s of the wor ld even today , i s t he <:l nn or t:cns . This ;·;ns 

f ou nded , usua l :y, on J·: n2ai~ . but could be in~reased by covenant as 

well . I t wa s the ell. - important unit of l i fe , and wu~ cnrriea over f r Jm 

tne nonr,o ic t o ine ·.1.Jicul turnl stn.;e ~i th il~cly nn:,.· a 1 t i> ra t i o:1 . ':100 

w:.ind er i nc: c lon became &I s tnti !1S r ;T vl l l a5e , wn i lc trn~ r ol &ti uus of the 

me1.b1?rs re .1 irt P.o t ill) e3Mo . "I. < us:.r :1 . rel i , 1 01. , mar -:- ia~e . tll)1.o ne::rl:· t lle 

wi.ole ~o c ia.l life of tne peopl o , c:-ce under -:.1.e sJ r veillan<.e o:' t he c l an . 

Pr ? per t :; r i gi ts '· ~ro ver- t eu i.n ti P. c l ~n , nn only : he clan n.·.d n11y l egal 
1 

n~i s ' ence ~:~c icn!l y . " 

As -'o r c s >.n crul "~e fr o1:. rAr.man t s ir. !Hb:ical literature , the 

t1.0 vi ll a5.; V7::i' rec: n ~.'o d e.· · tn <' p e "::o.ne.at pcsse s 2io11 of one fami l y with-

·n t11e v :llage ccrrn{r1ity, r.hi1 e t hat ··ar t her a..-;a .• as use<i t L1 a 1porti on 

by 1ot nt recu l a r inte r vals i 1. ord ~r t t'.' rn.a in Lain t 11e cqua.l it:; of t he 

·JCri l l S b anc hes of tirn gr ou !> • .A ulll. Ot;OU5 p.-oc t i i:cs arc ,. irly cotrir on. 

1. a~· : sociol :.if~ o f t ne ;reb •'\': , t . 25 . 
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beiDf f oo r..d a 1onc. the :.ussian vi ll a~~rs ( til o lllir J , aoa other peasant s . 

'"~h e : crth Amer ic·.n Indi a ns , tbe ? nr uvians , the - hi -:t u, on(, Hill :'rib es , 

toe Boruenns , e nd t11e Scuth Sea slanders , all oppeor t o hove cultivo t 
l 

ed in c om· on a n d to ha:·e pos ::. e::>.eo comnoo ril .. ts n i n toe produce . " 

. J . ~umn r repor ~e th s nme prac tise in t ha Yal-uts of Siberia , together 
2 

w· t i1 occ.: :H1 · onn l r edi s tribut ioo of t he l an , n mooe- t n e f .'Jr . .ilies of thf3 sib . 

Buhl ~ells u s of a rr.oc e rn 1 slest inian c:i s tom t o cast lots annue.11, for 

the va rioos :fields of tnc vi llage , '.7hi co are to be cu l tivated for the 

yea r by the d iffer ent h~useholder s . He r efers to the f requent e:::rpr ccsion , 

" t.o cas t the lot Pith" , a s in .. ica1. Z . :J/in - J e r . :: 1 . 1 2 . •rnc i mportance 

of th ~ s c ·1st.om •1ill coce back t o us ae;ain ic toe r eoep!)tion of t J..e la:::iC 

w11 en eve:' lost . 

ln~ioe t ne cla.1 , then, no suc11 t11ing as cn:-iritJ co~ld ej::st . 

s ti t -;.i t ioo of tnc :i. e\'i. ru t~ ·e r r i nt. .,or b.; ro .: ei.viug en ollo mcnt of l !:l nd 

cir tuernselv es ( os in tl~ c:::isa • :· :10001 , :~ui iJ • • .• J; minor cnil •. rcn 1.J e long -

ec t r i~e cle~ . On~ 

1 !ly . But t he r2n v: . t' fr>r the !"!O ent i s ox:3 fror. h i s c l an is din a f'a r 

l.lj f fe :r cot si tuatio. . Ev e n t hou ch ne c::. r ri cd nis O\'.TI pr ovisions r!i th aim , 

iln r:?i("llt :... t ~n:,· tn·Jr:ieu t b P. jn wi.1at <'r •·'• It. r. ~nerefor o nos -,i t allt:-; b e-

at t i tu u ri to- ·: r l! ti1 c "1.!"U . • ; be ; s ::l'!nred nnf. ho ored ,- - t 11nt i s , be is 

:.?hb o , eithe r as beiu~ u .1dryr t i1c .,..,r tee;tion of trlP. de i t y or ns havint 

&•n. •te s pirits c lin£in1.. t o ili r. . ::at;: el, speakine o.f t he Sou th Sea .. 
I ~ .:.ind e:rs . r er::a.·ks H;1 .. e custc• of troatint str ant;crs as aneoie· , under a 

l. ~! . _ • . to t 1: , 3n .)0ur \; 0 Bool:: " f J ocl.'31 OriLins , p . l o o . ;; . ro1a . p . 6u , S7 . 
2 . /.r.i ;":j :in · '> ·l'n :. of :r~eol c- t..:; , ol.I. , r . 731 -'1 0 . 4 . In S"' 1rco 'Sook c1 .. 
-r~i 1l r i~i r a , r . 7 c. 
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auperst i tl ous rerLr o-· ~ i~for tune and s icl:¢'oe ss , wa s a Lreat uind ra. nc~ to 

t r oa t e d ~] together us stra!l£er s . sin e they were ~ot rege r tied a s unca.nny.P! 

::it! ll , unl13 :-s t:t ct:Jall y hostile , most str an (.ers are a t oi1ce r ecei v ed z.-l t i1 

c L lete 1.r•s p lt11l it ,,· b:: primi tiv t; peopl es . " I f a mnn en t rir eci an Iu ian 

:.ou .;e ,·::i.c the?" u vi l locer, a :rlbe~man , or a s t r a!l(er , it was t ilA au t ;l orf 

t ne wo mP.n o f tile house to set food before hi m ••• 1~ hi s l aw o:!' hos :iltnli t y 

i r ~·v . tue e::istence o f ccr T.it .'l s t ores , 

1:.:! .0 z "c:c:<" J:; , ~·i1 P,r .... v er- f""u nl: .Lt i .... plics co:-.r.:. .. L: s-:ic livir-..: ln l a::-r o r.ouse -
1 

L.c l C.i:; • . , Zv e11 '.;r ac: i: u • 011[. S\lc11 pC'o ples r.:·precses .i tsolf onti r c:y in tee 

f :: rtl of gt tE o f .:os !)i tt:.llty , ;·1nich n:·, _ e::ci.~r:Led unt i l bot l partj e s arv 
2 one 

"'c.'.,jEfieC: . f :'~i:; :re.it c :· r:o::rpito.Ji t .· is a -;- ·ol l-J~ •. 0 .-n ,..c r.;0?1(. the ~ err::te:.- , 

czpe<:iol)y rura c.~- the Arabs . '.'o thn J..:·Lb it mo&ll$ !'n-· ~::J:inr- o:· fo od , 

<.tru&lJ s br l"ad ~1J f, ca l t , n:"t er \'.'hicl. <'l!C 1. t-1· rty is s::i.c r o:cl to tile otter ,., . 
f or '.. '..C cu:.•s ano £ nl[i". t . ···;.i}c r. ,:. t' ',~or.S =11","D.~,'S Uur.~r eci to . it is Jr 

4 

C:: :.a.an pr>Y :!l ts.ted i n tiJeir r er.Pl't v ! :-tue c :f .. ·~·pitellty . It : . .u- pn. t:tisc · 

l :::.ic t_ rcet s tr ess 1 (l!l it . It must t .::..·r e or e ha ve r nfl pc '., d t1.c r -

. et i c sta .. dpo:i. t . a:; ~ r"rt rir t.:1P.ir , re't r r r ;;T: rn t \7' cointcin th r: 

~ i r.' !•le virtu e.:: ai . t~ tuc s t ro1 1t. maJih( cd of t.1. '1 cl!rly ti n. e~ . A lis t o:' t ue 

r os-:; c o. tr;; .i .... :1 u s n::a; l cs o f r.os it.nJ it, . .!.o l lo . s : 

J. .... . : . ... or t,a .• , i1 S u:-cc ~ o> c f Social Q:;• i iris , . 80·- · 2 . C . 3uec~cr , i.1 

1 b i<l . ,.. . ll~ , J2? . ::: . t.~L ::- _ rl i · ·:t1 : ::o~!" .:tr.::!.i t:.l( .li. '• b~ a! 1, B.ns •. i ucs ~nc:; ·.: . 
f !-.eli f i cn n:Jd Ethic. . t; . :-:or l!L :::c . l.; ;xi.'I: ; r:,o _c or. aJ11WFiv i nt; . 

, . 
. " 
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l . fbr:..hrun e~l t '"'~: t · l . in.: tr. o on.ee ls . · a u . 15 . (Ji 

2 . Lo: rec ei ves t hem , 'l"lhi le t he 1~ 1?11 o~ Soconi thr eaten t nCl:l . en . l s . 3 -lC( J ; 

: •.. cbecc:;. .. lvps w:-- t . r t o ;;: i e~ er and his c c.1. o) s ; lab~n r ec e i v es t hem 

i r- t o bis ccr-e . Gen . 24 . 17 -~0 : ~1 -33 . t~) 

.; . Jacob and b:.a f:- r.ily r e ceived in Eg~;r t . Gen . 4~ . :2 ; 46 . ~·~ . ( J i 

5/ . Jetnr o r~ceiv es 1..osc s in hi s flirnt . £:~ . e . ~o . (J , 
1 

c . :.t-.iab r eceize r- t l. c cp iet: and hi ce. t •. e1 . • Jost. . " . 1 - ~2 . 

7 • . :i cc! OD offe:s ::~oo l tc t :.e antel. : u · . 6 . l H-28. (J J 

8 . ,1 ~10 0.,~ wis1-,ce t o f i v e f ood to his Lecv enl~· me~cen[er . Jud.l:~ . l E.(J/ 

9/ . .3amu el enter toi n~. Saul . I. Srun . 9 . : 2. ( ear ly , peruaps J J. 

10. : a 'tt u or: 'Gi s fl ~[nt Le r e c e i ved by Ahi:.elr ci:J t nc pr iN: t of r.ob , 

·,-::co giv es aii..1 even of toe sue r ·.: snolt"- br end . (EJ I. Sa.m . 1 . 1 - 6 . 

:ne of Go t h . I . So~ . ~ . 3 ; 27 . 3 . 

i · . :'c.t"' \7itcb : f Enc.or :·arc,:.:: food U!:>O~. Saul.I.:ll.lr . '.:.8 . -" l -~5 .(J, 

l ?.i . _-0t-i6 t r:..J.: es I :...hbLal j nt .: cis hCIUSe . II . S~l!': . S . l -13 . (J J 

I I. Sam • 1 7 • 2 7 ; J ~l . 2 • 

J.5 • . !.n ol c prcrhc: t o:'.' !! <?toe l . et:ter t " off er 1.ospi tE.: it~· to the r.-ar, l f 
2 

:N: from J J :J •. , C"?v cn lie:: to JJim t o indu ce .... i . to :,;t ay . I . Zin£,s 13 . 11 -~2 . 

l t. . :uo r:ioow of .ori 11in ci •:es El i l}.:1iJ c f ncr oil Dnd :'l our.I.E. 17 . 9 - l G. 
( Ot t. cent. J 

1 7 . 011.<Hftn hit lco r ropuct s :.no !°".!l t iicm . I.l: . 1. . 4 . (e ti: ce11tury 1. 

HL uc dlU .• n ;-i t e ;·:0rntiu arranf es a r •1 L-ulnr r ocm f'or Eli ·a u . II .z . .; · '> - 1 0 . 
( ..>t L cent, J 

19 . A mn:. fr Jr: .doa l s:io.li::·r.n !:: rOUt •· t oocJ to t ne prophe ~ic b:.ind . 
I I • i": • 4 • ~ 2 • ( 8 t 1 c en t • J 

2 0 . : ' . .:?1.cr. lc. fed 150 at bi s o ::n to l1 J q :-· ,: en eov.•rnor . He n . 5 . 18 . 
( uut1. eni ic C?cmo ir3 ~ ) 

:?l.Ho~-ri-v&ll ".::; is c~"ime b :~ Job i: ::: one o ~ his virtu er; . J o· :a .17 . 
( ll :, OU "t ; '0 I 

l • .AJ "fficul t p:..i ~:r · . c t c tl~ t.c ; Ei :l el , J ; ~t Ul"rnnf!]l , r: ; ~ennct , Hol .. ir.tcr, 
JE; ~rr.1iJ J , :-.d; Lrjv C"?r , JE plu ~ .. • . 
:.: . L 1 t.'1 p~. e~si:. c . :ro r e.blJ po "'t - c::ili c , oc r 1 int to Cor nill nn il steuernatc>l. 
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I n a u C: ition to thcoc , we find t he ~ollowing insta11ces of inter-

nati -·nol aospi ta.1 i t y . 

1. Soler.ion entert ainec. the ' u een of Sheba . I.Z . 10 . 1 - 1~~ . 

: . ~he :harLoh =eceived .~d ad of D&ca&cus . I . ! . 11 . 17-22 . 

3 .~cz ekiah enter 1:s.ined t he a i 1 r:sra l or s of :.: er odnch -bal:icJnn of 3ab;;lon, 

:Ju d r.a~ r epr ov ed b y Isaiah for s110..-Jing t L1em hie treasu r es . II . Z. 20. l~-19. 

Hos:-1 ta l i t~1 -;-.:is t nus to b e ex:ta.ao ed to t..!lyone , but wes espec -

i.el l y t c. be g iven to thor.e und~r tlrn 9r otec: tion ot God , cn[cls , pr ophe t s , 

and the like . AlJ strent; rs w1,re to so ·e '&:St ent u nd ·-.r . his enme prot · c -

ti on • .:..ost of the r " ferencer. arc lr. ea r l y sourc.:es , a:. t houct t here ere 

~!10tl 8J1 lati: r 0110" t c snov" that h ospi tt.lit .· did n~t die ou t in tue loter 

7 ir.1P. , but mere } y become less i ·or tent a s tl:c one meons of e1.tending 

c:narito.ble aid . i.'~ la:lo'n' , i11dee Q. , t hnt 11o s n ita jt.: if:! s t ill u me thod of 

cl-- inf ciJarl t~· i1 ma:· o~ tLe rurnl di::..trlct :: of oc r o'.:n c ountr y . But 

i u these cr.:;es vr ry oft en tt_e fnv c1· wa i: or.t t o ti1c or.e r ccci vine enter-

t tiinmeut , b \At t o t h'3 one l> ectowi1.r it . lie note how ec.gn.~ J.br sr .. nrr ;;ae 

tunt tr.e ant els si1 uld ee't, 1Jr the m.tch of E:-;t. or tha t sanl tkoul d 

''a r•ul:n of fo ol, or l;ne pro-net of Bet 11el in ti/ 125 a l ove . ':'nc reason f or 

ti.ls -;-:a~ t r.a t hospi tali t :::till held tLc cnci:en t ch..'lrs.cter of a c ovenant • 

.All ·::anted to cov ,..un1 t · . .-it h ti:o !>r e r .ie tz , nnd tilr ou t;h t hem iii. tt. Got • 
1 

,.s .r~. bull reoarl:s , Crc~~illc. tl::e thr ~sr.tlc i s ite ... lf a covenant in 

~:rr J.r I l i~ . " :'he .Arcbs -;-;-el cor.:c Lu est~ ·.-i. t r,, br cc cj a11d saJt , waic h raol-e 

tLe m t ocr .r nry ~e~bers of the clon an4 inviol ote , or b y pouring ou t 

the blrod of e J id or ~ lnmb . Ttlis mus t nave been the sen t i ment o:r the 

i.·zr :.t::.lit ~ r.Uch v:e 1i11l.l in tnc 3ible . 
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!!oepi ta l i t y , howel'or , ws. :: not alv;ays pr actised . Sovera.l i ns tan -

ces of it~ d eo ia~ o ccur. 

l . Joee~h pr e t ends t c co ns ider his bro t her s a c spies. ~ e n .4~ . 9 (JJ 

~ . Edom unc the A!.:ori tes r e fu se road\7:'.lJ and v: . .,tcr t o the I sraeli t es on 

theil!X way t o Caaaen.:tum.20 . 17 ;£1 . ~2 . (E1 

~ . Jael ai ves Sisera :food and strH:e ~ i:im d o;.n r.hi le dr iru;iq; . Ju e. . 5 . 

1 • : 11is \·:culo no t be a vi olcti cn of hospitt.lity . Th e lnt r:: r stor~· .hl Ch . 4 

r<'m:iesents ber a~ killir:.c him v;hon asleftp . hardl y a th i ng for v;hic h to 
1 

[ r 3iSe her SO h i ghly . 

4 . Succ..o t b and Penuel rci'u : c :foou and shelter t o Gi decn , ~.-h o punishes 

ti . Cen of Benjru1in v ~rlu te tbe sanc tity of a Levite a nd his concu bi~c 

;-:Lo e r e lodc-ir:l a1:iclmc ti1em, and e r e punished by a ccntfe cl. era c~ of alJ .., 
·~ . 

! f reel . A v<r y late s t c r ;: c;n on '"!ar ly i• r• sis . Jud . 1~ and 20. 

i> . :~tid if r efused a eL t by 1:abnl llll<i i1•teri u.· tc t eke ven 1 ea n ce ; 

7 .:::nnun o: ;r.J:!on ~ i S i..( nor ~ t ne ar b~ssad nr c of D3si'1 , -::no r unishes him 

b: war • I I. Sn m • J o. , ~ l " • :51 • ( .n 
e. In tLc par£>ble of i::. t.1.0.n . ... oce i t occur.; . :-1~ in th" s t c.ry of t he pr o -

uct Of 3etnel . r. s~rn . 1 ~ . ~ ; I . E . lu .11. 

In Prov . :.. . • l-· ·.-;e r e ::d ~ ~-:nrliDG &£.llir. st nnspi -;;a l it, ,"Be not 

~~~ i?ous o f hir ouinti ee . s~e~~r toey ll.I'e c ec ei trul ment . " ~if'ierent 
i s 

!;(llon,. t uere:·or e pr ,,v~ ilecl ~b, J t it .... ~i. t 1..e ti.Jr.c -;-: r:en tho nut! or of 

Pr .. cr b" wr ote , but i n tue ei.rl : er eri~d .fl"olil "'rn ich most v:f t oe f ore-

o ir.t e>:rim le s come? , lln~pi t c.J it ;;r.. s p .. c ti cri J J y invi c l~te and wa s most 

l. . t.y : :. ic i::i l L~ f(' c. f tllo .. ebr•·? \': '· , p . 55 . 2 . ~crniJl o~·e:r : bec t h is t o Jf 
· . a tr1 • iinal .orm t o Ro ; S;:;euer r.flt;.el , t o Hj e , then to P.c , and iinally 
·P i .::€ :1e tt a .. c: At. o.de)6c .19 .JE ,ond 20 , F.p on tbe basi s of' JE. 
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The method o!" hospi tll i ty a~pe::n s clecrl. in ma .1y o'f our e::sm

' l e s. I t, -; as cu stonar~ t o mee t tu~ cu~Et , t o r.r ovide r:uter f er t he feet , 

r est , fo d anJ drink , nousi.ng and fee din8 o'f hi s animals, and lou,e inc 

for the night. Gu est s >.e re i nv iclate a t any pricP.(Gen . l~ . Li ; Ju u . lS . 2~ f. 

Abra1rnro occomps.n i ed his guec t 2 on t heir v1ay . No remulle . a ti : n wc. s ac c:ep

+. ed , bnt gifts \rere of t en r cceivedf Gen . !•4 . 5. ; 1 3 . 11.Job .;. 2 . 11 ., e t c . J 

There seem to have been s t a ti ons bet· .. een Egypt a.'ld Pales t1 .ue 

wh C";r a re<- t aud r:C! ter r. erc provi ded for t he travell er.Cf. Gen • . ~ . 27 ; 43 . ~l: 

SX . 1 . 2~ ; Jer. 9 . ~ ;Num . 20 . 19 ; Deut.2 . 27 . Ti.ei-e indicate t.llat a rerular 

tref~ i c: mus t hnvn been toing on and that the l a r1 c!· hospi toli ty wu s 

eve~ ~~ rried into tne wilc ernec~ , and a pplied n ot on l y to a man's o~n 

hou s e or t ent . 

'l'be zou !' cc~ fr ::.::. -.-hie a mos't of our r nf er ences t c ao3pi t ali t y 

co-c a r e earl y , t he gr eat er port of t aem co!.1i1.£ fr om t he eigllbh and 

ninth cen turi es . The v ery olu ett i s t ea t of J t.. e l , where ho~!'itallt;>· 

t ook a s e c:or1do r y pl ace t c na t l M~l feel ir;g . but most of thr. o t her :J bsve 

a oif. erent poin t of vie"· · Tne pro!'he t e or o t Ler "men o:!:' Gol' "- o·i'~'-i'I ui' 'X 

- \7c rc f e'<ori tc r ne:i r tent s o f ho~p itn lity a t all ti ne£ , u t to t 1ie pres

ent oay , i ? io c t . 1' or t.bey -.. r. r e e l -:-.ay s -;-;clcu1 .e . respecte d , often 

fe&rcd . a 11u a l~a:; s i r: need . ..a i le the r>ri .)S t t: uad a r et.12la r s he.r e in 

t h e ~acri fi ce1: and t he oracle~ , thr; p r oyH. et hnd o f ten ne i teer ' al th OUfLl 

Sa i. uel , f r r one, r •H.oi v e<i !Jl:.:t· !'or rert i r.t.. tho or acle L Tne pr of ess ional 

p:ro!'>hets 1i vecl , in t: r P.u t pnrt , on c112ri1) , re e: oi ved in the f or JJt of hos 

pitality . 

Ju t i n t:ie <.:oder- ne f i. nd CJWtr~o~ l:lr.c. of cnurity, di f ereot 

f'l-01 t he pr ec:ec i ::.£ , ond s oon tc s u persode i t i 11 t: er.er:tl. pr n.c tise . ~his 

'iias l eco: meo 5Ur nn of r elief , 'li'tl c h rr e sur oee t1ie e:r:jstence of s ocial 

cla s ses :Jl'ld tLe evoluticn o f a oep eni 1:mt clo s s :..i roong t h e peopl e . 
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C:!AP':':"'.:-. III . DE\ELO~MEN:' £!: ~ DEFEliD!WT CL.ASS . 

l~ ring the ear ly a griculturel stage of t r.e Jebre~ peo ~ie. ther e 

existed no dependent claes, n o bee< ine; . a nd no olms- gi vi.DC. ~ ich a nd 

poor ~»e!'e v ery ne~rly equ al , a ll tilling t he soil alike . and al l l iving 

i n substan t ially the seme Wa j· . Bocz and Nabal, rich men as t hey were . 

l i ved and wor ked and rejoice~ \.it h their hi r elings. soul . even a~ter 

his election £S king . plou. hed wi t h oxen in tne field . Hired ser vant s 

~er ~ rar ~ , for the fr ee ~eos5nt~ tilled t hei r o~n plot~ of land, or 

assisted the large 12no - ov.rner f or a r e turn in "ind ; slaves were few in 

numcer and seem t o have be - r. pra ctically members of ~ne houschcld. ( Se~ 

tt.e acco ·nt of Eli e t:er, ·.~hicn, although fictitious , OLC a ba3i S in t he 

o•.: :'tOJjS o f the t ime. r. e n .2 _j. '".'he situation ;:e= by no means ioyl : ic ,as 

the absenc e of poor meent r a t be!" tnc absence of rivn ; f :.mines oc c:t:rrec , 

c:or:.forts Vlcre i'e•· in numb er ; s tiJ.l , such a~ life w~ s , it v1us enj -; yed in 

~~ bstantial e~uallty . J, by far oor c ic uest sour~c for h~ su~ talitJ , 

a o·.1s no s · ciel discrimi n::: ti cns and :JO clsss ccnf:!.ic ·t . 

~his :'·~ctor i'ir~. t 1)1l t~rea t:1 e aat i o:: at t ile ti.:ne o f Sol:>mon , 

mieu trct ~ bccu:.:ie fo~ the first t i me an oc<.:u p.ati t u of ·we I sr'.lel i t~ s . 
1 

.!is ·s~l.t1 JS i:iu re•inrks , ~or!l!Jler r;tJ :·::.i s i n tue old ti -. e followed e cl usjvely 

by the Cana::i ni te t own s . 8\: tun t. "t11e ·r.-t• r .:i "Canaanite" was used in the 

scn81:? of " treu >r" . By and b_:- Israel bcgll.n t~ t r -=nd i n Canaan ' s f oo t -

steps ,H~ sea 12 . 8 ,9; . Tue tmns i re\1 f 2r more inilneut:.al t !i.an the c oun-

try ; mone;t no t ablJ increa sed ; and the zesl fo r pi ety was quit e u n&b le 

t o arres t t;ue c na.1ccn '17nlc n s et in . ':.':.e J.:int. s , frOii! Soloinon onwards . 

wc!'e t he fi r s t to 2et the b a d e~run}'lle ; t hey e~g<:rl .· s 0ught to acqulre 

oultable harbors , nun in c 0o~au~ or i ~ cmm e tit i on with the ~yrians 

..e!l_t_e_:_oj u .,on lar~e COID.l'llei.'CiaJ tran sa.c t i n s . . ue extorti ot1s oi ';uc corn 

l. iVcll .. 'iU f"}rl:!li~.torJ , f l~rael ann Ju t!ci.,, . 73 . 
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r.w r ket , tile f or na tion of lar c e este te i:; , t ne i"requ on cy o f r.iortg ag es. 

a l l show that th~mall pea sant pr oprieter 3h ip w~ s u.nnbie t o hold its 

owu s.ga i11s t 'Jha acctu:rul.a ti ons of i::eal t h ; t he wag e - r e ceiving class i n -

c · eo sea, ano cn ses L ! wh i c h Hel re\7S s old t neosel ves i nto slavery wer e 

no t rare ." 

The tura ing point in this ez .,ansion was toe riegn 01" Solomon . 

At t11is time becan a four - fold tend cllcy . It wns mar.ed b y the ri se 

0f cities , commerce, a class of skil led laborers, and the srowth of 

lu:~ur:/ . In this c on.n?.ction the grovitu of poverty was an i nevitable f act . 

~he firct t endency is the gro~~ t of ci t ies. ~ni~ b egan in t he ti~e cf 

David , whe!l the rud e kincdor.. of t ne llills for t he fi rut time est3bl ished 

a f enuine cap ital in tne Canaanlte e; i ty of JP.r:JS:? lem, tneu new~y cnp -
1 

tured . lt i :; t r ue, -::e find e gr Jur ,, f Ji:::su tisfied even befor e t hi s 

t i _e , i n the 1:1 dbe:r e11t s of Davjd at tae Cave o:.- Aoulla m ( I Sar.1. ·.2 . 2 ) 

and l a t l)r , i n t hos e of Aba a.lmm(tI Sam . 15 . l - o ) . But t i.is t ,.c.d e. cy d id 

no t ful: y d ·~Vel o -i u i. t il lat~r , mmx ':'oge~ i,.cT '>':lth t he r ise of c 1t J l i f e 

fo~s t :rn ur o,-:t h o f t r uJe , Toe trud~ of Sol •non , ri f \o;-1 . i bil s u much h~J O 

been sc i ·~ , v:c s :--r obr.b!.J no t f enui ne int9r ,111 ~i nal tra de . I t v:.es r~ther 

an i mp --rtntion o f :u:.::.i !· i e "' <?:1d llli! t~rial s f or tne splandor of the court; 

S i r e !;! of ":yre 20 ci t ies in Gal i l e e a~ Y1cl i es rmying h i m in whe3t and oil . 

(IR ~ . 1· 1 Some trud 'l , oowci:er , mus t JtOVe begtrn ; tie reao of r elations 

wi t h P t..oenicia(I K 5 . 1 - 12 ; l G. 3 l ; A1110G l.:I J and 1.ith EfSypt( I E 3 . l;l0 . 28 ; 

Ce n . 37 . 25 ; 43 . llJ ; ··:hile E:: eldel £ i "es a list of t he produ c ts of :yre 

ir. c nopter 27 . '!'he c .. i e f e:~ >o r ts e eem t o 1iavc b ee.a s nices , .a~ts , and 

Loney . In I Y. 20 . :~ i one or t 11 0 co nd i ti oLls of tue trea t~· betwe11n Ai.ab 

r...n 6 t 1 .. e kiflt. o: .Juoa s cus i s t na t tne f or:ner r:i ~ght h.q,ve bazae1·s i n ti1e 

·rnir s a t Dt.: :. ::;cus. 

l. i'?alli s : Socio lOLY of t o e Bible . f .12 0 f'f. 



Skilled l abo rers a s ·.": ll as their pr o cuct~ wore impor ted h:f 

Sol,mco . ~he only t r ades of ••ilicn '7e henr bef;,r e t hat time ar e t hose of 

·o tter and smith , 71hile nfter this e l ev en tradns 1,re men t ioned , such as 

ba~·ers . weaver s , f::t l l f'TS . ccr pcntcrs , stooc('U t tEr s , m::ison s , ba rbers , 
1 

end silvers10~. tll s . Tna ~ i s , articles of lu:rury ;rere now boi:ie; oaaufactured 

a nd used ; t he pri.mi t tve po -verty and si:npl icity of t h e ear li er t ima WJ S 

diseppc~r i ng. :'his lu:rury was stror.Ll Y denounced b:t· t:ie !lr o:>nets , wh ) 

:?re our grea t.est source o informa tl ··n a b :)ut it , and by tile Recnab1tes , 

who sto ou : or a retqr n t o t he eerl i0r moo e of lif~ , tbe rii:nr and stP.rn 

rnorolity of tne ~esert , .:' t?r. ~ . . ~ -lO :III.: 10 . J SJ . :'ilis · evelopment , ·;1ilic h 

i> et.~n oi ou t 970 ~•it .. tnC' r ei n of Solomon , coatinu eo p:· )t?re3si vely tnrougc. 

t11e fllll O'o ' i .3g e;eoturle s nnd V.e f i nd it i1. : ull f,·ui ti OI:J i n t ile f> t h 

ce:. t tLy at t 1.e t ir:.e o:f ti1e :fir s t li t Arary nr o~ i.et~ . 

A os recog11li!!cs t h e pr bler-:1 in the f r.mous ••ords . ( :; . 6 ,7; 8 . ·~ -6 J 

"Eec~use ti1ey solu t h/3 r igl.teou.s f r>r silv er ai1d ti.I} "Dor f or a ~ir of 

e .. oes . :'nc;,r p~t :.. f~e~ the ~u st of t he earth on toe nead o: tue poor ." 

( 5 . 11 , l P J"Your tr codiDC i i; •IJ'>Oll tile poor , a.nd ya take trow him bur dens 

of .. -:-t.eut ••• t hP.] i;:1r n osid e t ne poor i r: ti..o g::.tex 0 1· ju s t.:. c e . " ( 4 . l J 

·· · ·~nr :;e l'i.;1P of J~~.1an , that t:r o in t o".! moun talll of Sa.:::aria , tha t 

oppress 4 le poor , r.hict1 crush t11e neno y . \'i"hi.cL E~J unto thei r lords , 

.. 
~rinc nnd let a s drlnk . 11 4 ·p·,: yP.nrs ~ ft f!r :;:iru , ::osea etta.kks Israe l 

( 12 .. 71 , "He i s a tr11ff1c :·er , the ba.la1Jces of c o~eit a re i a his u.ancls , 

he lo.-ct11 t o o,~res~ ... Amo s t ell s us lil:ewisia of t ne l uxur y of t he 

weal th;, class ,--"Ye truit l l e u9on b eds oi i;·ory , ~nd th t stretch t hem

sclv ~ .; ~~ t u 'lon i:;h etr c oucn es ; t1 ,a ~eat the l a mb s out of t11e flock , a nd 

calv e:: out oi' -v11e mlds t of to0 s t a l l ; t hat si nr. i dle so 1cs to t ue s o.:nd 

o f the vi ~ l ; i;n.at <levisc f nr t irnmse lves instr uments of mu std. like Dettd ; 

t b" t c.: i 1 k •rine i n bonls , and a1.oi&t tuems~lv· ,;; .•i tu t he chief ointmonts!. 

( Amo s • - ->1 

l.P: t · u: Ti e ?.eic:n or Solomon ,Biblic'll "iorld , Vol.lO; p . 24 . 
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I i t he cou i trymun Amo s in the eiLilt h centu ry f ound couui ti ons 

be d . w~;1st e..-rpec t t o n ote the s noe !l t t litude on t he pa r t o f Llicnn. who 
ilalf-

cnme f r 11m t h e 3nr:a e grou p u. ,.c entury l ater . l!icah r epor ts , ( 2 . f. ) "They 

cove t fields nnd t ::ll:c them by v i o l ence • •• so they op~recs u man end ais 
eigu tu 

iler i tag e ." loaia~ , liv ing i n Jel'U ldoi en in till} iiffffl <.;entur y , r eports 

tLe s omo condi t i on . --( S .14 , 15 J"Yc have o t en of t he vi3Ayo~rd , t h e spoil 

of t oe poor .is in yo .1 r hou ses . Waa t mean ye t i · t y e cru sn rr.,; peo-ple a nd 

£ri il.d the f 3ces of' t i.le poor? " (l0 . 2 J"To "tur n as i de tile need;r from j"..t&&e -

ment , and t o t ek e arn:1:; the rich~ of t hP. p oor fro m ny p11ople ; t h o t m d ows 

ma y b e their pr ey . and trw t t hey 1no.7 r ob the fu t 11er les s ." ( :)2 .71"Be 

devi ::>e t h 7li cked nev lees t o d e!· troy the po or >:i t i 1 , i::?g v;oro s , whe n he 
1 

spettketh a .,:a i ns t tbe poor i n j u a c: ement ." He a lms f or a differ ent cour s e 

: f conduct(l . l 'l , 2 J"2\elieve t h · op· r essed , ~ud _ o t ile f .J t herless , pl ead 

•·or t he "7id 0\'7 , " •• " 'fou r p!' i nct;s do n o t ju G., e tile f ... t h er:!. -?s.;" . Tne :.~ess -

1.ani c t ir:.c;. ~i:l.all s c ., l! d ii'f er e nt s t atQ of a ffnirs ,( 11. ·~ J "Bu. t wi.til ri.g nt

eousnese b e s hall juueo t oe !JO or . and r c p!' ove w:i t r1 equ 1 t y f< r tne meek 

of t ha ear t h '' • ( 14 . 3 0 , J2t "And the 'fi.rs t uorn o f t be :poor sJ.a- 1 feed , and 

th~ needy shall _i.c dor.H i o su 'c-vy . " :·ioall !' ;, ,., b ecome:; " !>Ccific r. i th 

rit;;ot of ci t :.. 1. ent>11i :-, , ( 5 . '3 -1 0 J 11 \'io 3 t i) tnem t !lat j oin hou se t o nou e e , and 

lay field t o f iel :i , t i ll there b13 n o _!)l a c: e , to.at they mo,; b e pl aced 

alone in t 1113 oics t of :,,r; ttrl 13art1-. 11 Tile t,r:lVit;,r of tJ:is comes Cldl us 

;;hen we note b o\v t he l.ifc of tii ~ nnti n u lJS bound u p \.i tu the f r e e 
2 

tenure of t He soil , nn: only l nud - owoer u U•) ro full ci t izens , and how t he 

pa'.. c rnal est a t e w· s not t o be a ie.1· t e d . Thi) v.-ilole troubl e b et een 

Ahab nno. 1~r.bot11 ,,ad o ccurr 1~ci b ecause tilP l at t er \'.OU la not ~ell b i s 

v ine7e r d 1
1"!.'he Lord f orb i d it ne . th:.J t I :foou l d t; i VH ti.l e 111i1e.citanc e of 

my f.:lt11P. -· s unt o thee~ (! K 21 . ~ ff .J . 
1 . l 'r 1v ,.r , 011tu'!ntic ; Cor nill , t 11 e SO ''.! e ; Stornnc;cl coas·o.•rc this pos"t-
'!::i l i c . 2 . Bur_l:Soc iolea V ... r.1' cltc is:::e der I~ ::aeli ten , p . ~5 , 46 . 
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tha t t11ls st tuntion of t 11e eighth centur y wus c outl n u cd i n 

the sev ent h is s hown in the wr itings of J er emiah, l'ii th bis realist i c 
28 

_:) ic ture o f Jerusnlao b e:for e itc fall.-- ( 5 .&J" ~ncy ju t t:e not t he ceuso o.' 

tne f a t herl e ss , •• a no toe r ight of t he needy do t ney not jud£e . " Among 

a list of cri::ies , i1e e:iumerates ,( 7 . ~ 1 "I f ye Op}1res s no t tac ztr c :.L er, t h0 

f n thcr" e2 s , end t he widol':". I n the l ost hours of the se• t:;e , he t ell s 

':he people , ( 22.3,16 J"D4:io vi ole.1ce to toe s tra.'lger , t h e fa therles~ . a.Ill 

the widow". " ;11y fa tb er jud.gcd t ile ca~.Je of t :1e poor and needy , t heL i t 

... ... s \<;ell . But t bi n e eyes a nd th; bo:irt ar £J but for t .'.ly coveto<lsacss , •• 

and for opp ressi or. and for violence ~ .:zekiel i r. t!rn earlJ .! a]s of the 

Exi l e s neaks in t he scree toae(l J . 7 -17 ; ~2.7, 12 , 29 ; 45 . 91 ":Remove Vi ol ence 

and spoi. l •• t:.ilte o71D.y your c ·~ ac tions from my people ." ae ::.ho;;s a b e t;in-

ni..g of a n e"' teade .• c :; at t11e sume ti rJe , 11 !Ie hath r estor l')d t o the a ebtor 

his p..L.ede:_e , !wt h given nls b re=:.d to t he nungr j , a nd bath covered the 

oaked r. itb his ... on1ont ; rte llat!1 not etve11 f 0rth u:H .1 usury ." Here 

justi•e,certa.~c l egal rcc Jlotlo.1:.l , snd tr,P. ar i s inc; S!lir it o f al:Jsgi v i ns 

ore liste d together . _•he snme n ote !"ecurs a fter the ~1la as v:ell ,--

( :!Cil . 7 . 9.lOJ" Oppr ess not. tue stra1~e~· . nor tile widoi': , n0r the f atnerless , 

no r tile poor." (t:al . 3 . 5 1 tt ~ao~.-. to~t op res~ t11P. hir clill[ in his ·;;ages , 

trte widow, 1mt:i t ne fn t herless , rtnu t110t tu r u ai:..ide tbo straJlBer ." 

':'ne propnets t 11us took the si •~ e o:f tile. !lOOr con tinually. But 

they were nvt so cial oLitators wi t n c pr ocru:-, f~r tue ~•econstru~tion 

of e ociet: . :'heir plsr: se.•os t o 1..:Jvn b-:?eo t o c r cuse the ol a v i r t-1..t e s o f 

the s imple lift? anG to hrinL b~ ck the pure v:or shi :~ and r 1.tr e morality of 

'..irn t c~rlier Ji.ime . ·~ 11oy d i d n ot realize thot t ile ·.-..c r s hi r c-:: their day 

·::as l y far th~ purnr o f the t wc• , and t hat th ~ vl ls o f ' rdch they com-

pls i neo 7.c:- ' t11c ino7itnblP. ~ ccom-p~nir.en i: of a g 1·owing c i v lli::ation . rrhey 

did see, :..s 1.on13 o1 thP.ir cont er: C\r arics c io , that t hP.30 evils ~·ere cer-
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The de: eauent class received its greatest re~ocniti r n in t oe 

great code of tb~ seventh century . De11 ternnomy . Herc we find t he cii i'f er-

en~ .. e :rou.p s enu11era t od in t he pro r netic s pirit , t he wio ows , tile orphans , 

t he strn~Pr, and t he poor , with Jot al provision for their maintenance , 

At tie same tie t hi s code br lnc..s f.l n"?\'7 class o f poor, wuo 3re t o s11are 

in the c hnr i ty of tno pe ople . The pr l :.:i ts of the " high places" er a no 

longer to offici.'lte there !'.!nd to r ccei~e a s il: re uf ev ery slau_:htercd 

nn i rnal as t heir nay for sacri t"icmnc it . Acc or o i llt_ to Dout . al l worsrl i !> 

l s to be condu c tea et the ..,emple a t JerusnleT:l. The pr iests of toe "hien 

:i::13ccs" can ei t iler ~o •.. e to tac Tem., l e and sh re ln i ts fu .. ctio .1s( a 

nrivilet. e ;·,i1ich seems to nav~ been oenied ti1om J. or are to be supported. 
1 

by t l.e cb::rity 0: tbel · Oml di st:r:.ct . ! eut . t i.: s hus a co.,sid.erob le 

~!illritJ problem t o f~ce in Jts ler islati oo . 

7.'e c ri nnot i r:-a.•1fine a t;enu loP. commerci al s ociety even :.! t t hls 

ti 11 e , aot":ever ~ L:one:,i was len·~ . but i"rom too prohibition of interest 7'e 

see t:1:1t there wa s no concep tior o f cnpi t a l ; nll lend int.. w:s for present 

ne ed s , ::rid for t hti t r ec son intP.r e!·t i;:ould be hurdshi p . ~il~ '"'~ nplc cc ~-

e:s i d 1 o inl~ o f t ·o clnsse~ . rlc n A!il1 poor, witb a sr-ull grou, of hnndi-

craftsman .C\nd fJ r aridly ciP. ~n}n · ~~ class of srna 11 land-owners . Iii tne 

ti me o f t!P. Utl C1 1i;m a tax o f 50 s1.ek els fe l l on t.i O, C'iOO ~"Tl •;l.Aor large 
2 

!:ebuc .. ::i n·~ -:z:..r t.oo> ::ruay fr or Jerusal.!119 in 
r;: ., 

50 .. 
.,, I 7 ~ 'JO " uch 1:1cn ond 1 00 sni t 1.s . Af t er to e l !1 ::· t o "Por ta tion only 

the ,~rclet~ .riat were left 1n tr:c l anci , ~o be v i nerl ressers ar.o 11ush1.1:-io 

r:: en''( II Y. ?.5 . l::!J . In tile post - e::ilic p•:riod n uepenc.cnt cl:rns ;;.' s c oii-

tinu Jus . -:e hear rP.fer lJn.::.es t (. it in !.!o.Je r. ls , i n l>r ov crbs , ~~ i J. l>aalrcs . 

. - •• ( /. ?"" ., t ( 9 1 l.J . a.D.J.P.L ! , ~01 , I'.s ner • .r J, ,.nc poor we::-e 

ne7er bfuln t~ be o7a ·lroked . 
l . - e u t . l J ; I I .:: 2 3 • ~ • 8 • l I .r 15 • 19 ff . 3 • I I .. ?: • 15 • 
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·::ae c: e .. elopmcnt bas tnus come to its second stq;e . :'he prim

itivt. stru ~tur e of s oc iety has passed end r. i th it primitive nos~)ltslity 

as \"Jell . The social s tru c tu r e wo s now more comple:..: , With clnsses of 

r i c h o.nd poor clearly mll rl:ed . ~he er:; of the mo ral !;cacaers is al>7ays 

f o'!' nore justi 1.: e ~·e r L. e poor . fo r no o~pre ssion _f t ue ~-enk arid needy . 

:or fai r dea l ir1cs so t J1u t t he poor of t Ho l und ouy live as :-:ell c s the 

·11re f·_·:vred oaes. ':'i1e nc::;:t t tcr :_ s tn/3 co~ific: ti o!l c f this demnnd 

f ':>r ,;·1stice , an attempt t o r esti:re tile f orn.c r eq1.1sl.i t y . n t least in 

/aTt , and t o pr ovid e ~·e r tirn poo r n levio !.: upon tt.c rica . For this 

nu r po se the :'eu ter ononic cou e bt~ : 1 t u roa t!1e 1.:r::J r f o m chtti un in the 

t?'lri i er Boo~: of t h e Covenant . ':'u~ l c tt "r wns c.:or;;p.i led s11ortlr before tile 
;Cor mrr 

til!lP, of Amos nnci t 11e bUau ci&r inc. tn~ life of Jereciiah- -!'lublisi1ed l;21--

:r . ci . :'1 ... ere?:fore 1 c ,. .ca.1; c ti:ec , s: y· ::c . '!-' 110:; 1-11 • .'.!}t n~r c:i pen t!:.ine 

~-a .u t c.. thy t r otr. Pr , t o tny n ccq· . t.1n. k thy poor , i li tb.J la.ncl ". Til!l.t 

· f r.c.ci c t:· i u t o rict and !)oor r.:; 

. r oe.";~ tions ; bu co. ~;ider ; t1. e div isjrn 
inc pe.rmu!.0nt 

.l!l t i; r nJ "r1:er,~mc1:u ; ~n d ··or tlrnt rec.so11 

: :-.r t or..i cf t 1.e -:-.:: le -·cu tcr o1 or. · c ~:, s'!;pr. ir.vol v~o t ne f ailt;re c· f this 

r, j,•1.. Of jt v.-.:.t .. tl! ·~ l' " t , on1 u TtEn ln ·~itOd Of r ~·lief . Slf''lSf.iVit:f . \W.S 
t " I J 

~roll r t t r t1:0 "rre end b .-• C: :'l. t!JC f O Ul$. rj :.ed . 



c;up-::.!:?. ll· LECI S!..A:'IV_. :.::::1. ~u7.E.:S . 

The propheti c S "irit of hQWUlitarianism had it s frui t in ls~s 

1.:.icb ai~f: d , not to rr:ake a philanthropic attitude. but to enforce charity 

and t o prot ect the poor through law. In Dcut . 10. 16 we rcud t bat Go<.i i & 

"tbe maker of justice f or t he fatl:.erless and iredow, and lovetn tne s tra n-
1 

ter , in c ivine hir:i fooo una rnim nt ." Ti1e Je,.·s or H comnundcd t o be 
2 

~:ir.d t o tile ~trn.nf;;e r because they have bee.a in his place r.hen in Bt. ypt. 

T 1~0 l o .. J belong:; t c Coo and therefor e Ee has t ile ric;nt t o ord or tba 
3 

pr oduce snared b y all --tni ~ ma y be tr.e r en:nant of t. f o rn:'3r systco of 

~o r.-.r.:unc.l ormor ship . C.harity ''e.s n o t a 1:11ttcr of f reP. will , ;;h ic h might 

or ni.t:ht not be t i v en ; j t <m s t o be bl.;d ine. on ell members of t i1n com-

:tr.m i ty and \ins "xrres~nd tr. t '? r ms- f a E°enerel h ur.ian oblie::ition i n whic i. 

·:r,en ti.e non -Jc\- ,t n.:? "gor .- was t c s lnrc .. t.e fi'ui ts . 

Sc7erul of tne coa ri tJ la'7S of t J;e codes ua;:,'! use i cf tbe 

t tl:. b e .:>:rc i nances . l'ari ou s t r..ine;<- n Pre forbidden to s ome pe oi: l e and 

nl lov.-ea t o otn rirs . ·:neo the (lwn .... r wa s f o r bit.uen to u:::P. t l: em, they 

r.1:c:;ht be Liven t o th e }ffiests , to the poor, or left t o whoever ri!!.p}lened 

~c necc t Lem , t t he r.i0me ut --or l"'ight be l e ft en tirely ur.usec . '!'he 

s pirit of t t e pror hcts wa s elwe.·s t o t iv t: n ~ muca a s possible t c the 

needy . :i~oreover ; n certain t r. i :.1 s priv:it e or: "'l crsuip \'111s abolisi1P.d b y 

t .if> tabo o ; anyone mi t ht s il a.r e ·::i tn tu<:: ow•1er birrscl:f o~ e• uel terms. 

1. A str j):ine cxanpl e of this appears in c ortai t s& e;rigic ial 

r ec. .:ts, altl1ough thi ~· is r&the r a ~tc:. u Joge .i. i1 t r.e "9iblQ . In Deut . 

J::; . 11,11 . wn~r f> thn fc . tiva l E ar .~ e nun er n t eo , tho ! c11s t Of ~aberno cles 

. ~d t Le cas~ - f w~el's or ~ 1: bu e . j ::ec: b;; t :;e Levi tr. , str s.nc r , fa t her -

: . ~s n t.u widow t ocetn or 1:i tll t h o fa r.ily , in Jert;sal e m. .Ln a l a t er 

po ~s::.g c{l:J in Ex .12 . /,: , _1, 0 . the s ane i s nxtended t o t he Passover , wltr. 

1. t . l C. .td , _ ucc or ... 1n . o ~·river aoc Car ... ente:r ; Ds , Steu er nagc.l. 
2 . ~ . l • · -9 . 3 . : t . li . 10 . 
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til e r equiremaa t aat only on o :.o is circu mciued may t nke rart a.m tha t 

a Lor ~~ st under go Phe r i te b efore b ecomi ng elif i ble . ?he sacr i f ices 

wer e eat en e ither by t he pri e cts or by t hose 7~o offer ed the~. or ~ere 
1 

i:-rJt i re l y bur nt . A qun l ifyin[ f nc t i s t r.st i.r: t tl e e t. r licr time . -.'!hen 

ever y s l nuc htcring '::'C. S a sc. c:rifice , t ee ru l e o f il• spi ta l i '-J i nc l u ded 

ol l comAr s . 2 ee li~·el':i se t l: e t i t i1e( Deu t .14 . 22 - !.7J 1.r eatec b elow. 

1.no t h er t :::.boo l:lv: i s t C.:--! t the cor n ers of t ile fi el d s hall not 

Le rea !'ec ent ire l y , bu t a li'.; t le shall b e l e f t st&ndin t '"hich is t tJ b e 

en jo.:ed b ;;r t he p oor nn a til e stre.nt;er . (Lev . 19 . 9 , 10; 23 . :? 21 ':.1 hc s e :p:? ssa~cs 

1J r e b ot h i n t irn Hol i nes s Code nnc are t h er e f or e l o t e , per l•a p!; E.'tili c . 
oi-~ -y-',.J!a4-' 

~:!e cor.unon prac t i 3e '\t o l ea v e u l i t '.le fo r tLe i:;o ... · f fer ti lit y i s h er e 

~:. ter ed so 11s t o have a t1u 1:1ani t il r i a 11 r.i eani.n£ . 

A v e r y similar or <lirurnce is associa t ed , .. i. t h t hi s t o t ue effec t 

t ac t t l ea n ings sOl!.11 no t be cr. r p.fu l J y cut Ler ed , but if s n,, t h i ne.: fal l s 

it S.t.s.11 b e lef t £ or t o e pc. or o.i_ d t 1.c str&ng~r . ':'his is r eferrcl t o in 

bot h tne pa soage c c it .1d f'r om Il s nd als o i n D( :Jeut , 24 . l S - 2 2 1. :: er A t h e 

law is :fu rther s pec i fi 13d ; tl e fo r me r sna. lJ l c;c ve t .. e t l q&niugs of gr ain , 

· f t h e oli ~· c t i:l ee , ~ d of t. _e vine;·er C, fc.r tue poor. 3y t c elia.w i n 

- ~ut . 25 . ~' -5 en~one i s a l l owed to pic:k c r rres or cor 1 f~m a fi ela to 

~:lt nnd s e t isf :; ni E uuu1 er , but ic r.o t al ib o>1co t u se t o e s i cl:le or t c 

take a.ri ~· 'Ef'/la y , a pr i vil et:e t r.a t i s r e served or t i:o o~7t.er. 33uhl c on-

si cer f, this , n ot mer nJ y a tnnoo 101. , but a ro;:mari t of communt:.l o..-:nP.r-
2 

c .. ir , ..-.n icr. pc r mi t t.e \. no~·c ne ~o sca :rr : a t l1e pr cuu c e of t 1.e l e. .• o. A 

ben 11 ~ i fu 1 illustrati on of t ue pr ac tise o f gleanin g ::i s t s ir1 t oE: Book 

of . . u th , wi! er r· ~u t i. eJ eans in t ee 1iel d of .Sor-.z ns a matt er of cou.rse . 

Lu "C w •• er e ne five( h er s ome of t ile r eaped b&r J ey as a gp e e:i a l , ~er sonal 

hvor . ~ ::·.u t t. 2 . 2 -19 1 '!'ui s cus t om i s i>till in p::istence i n ? a les t ine . 

L Y' ~.! t en ·o· , i vr r , lev. 17 . l -? ; ;_qu t . 14 ~ :.2 -27; b y pri ns ts , Lev.2 .3 ;7 . 30-3~ . 
•rn c mn11·: otiier s ; b1.t r ned e n1; 11· el;,> , .Lev . l e cc. 

• 1 ~ 
R . _uhl::oc~ele ier1 e elt~is se , p . Oo . 
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An analogous case~ which. i?·eculiarly
1 

has no connection with 

ohari ty, is that of fruit trees, t:reAted. in H'Lev .19 .2~? ... 25). '.P.he law 

here states that for the first three years a ·tree sha.11 be regaraea. as 

unciroumcisecl and the f'ru:t t shall not be eaten; the :fourth year it j_s 

to be devoted to Goa., and. on the fifth year the owner mmy begi.n to 

eat the frllti t. One -..·o ula. expect; this to be treated. llke the cases of 

the corners of the field. or the gratu of the Sabbatie&l year, bu·t; no 

mention is made of such a custom. 

One of the mo st important regula tio:ns and. one of the old.est 

is that of the Sabbatical year, or year 0:¢1' release, 11VJ'll)1U, JIJ>'.l.\l} ..:rJ::)...'-1'. 

This is mentioned. in -_the Book of 1.ihe Covenani;,Ex.23 .. lO,ll, by D,in 

Deu.t.15.1-3, a:nd. by H, in J~ev.25.3-7, 17-22 .. The three cod.eB a.iffe:r. in. 

regard. to d.etails bu·b in essentials they are the same. C says, 11 Ji1o:r 

six years thou shalt sow thy lana. anc1 gather i·ts prod.uce; bu.t the sevoo.th 

fear thou S;hal t let it rest and. lie fallow trmt the poor of thy people 

may eat; and. whmafl they leave the beatt of the field shall eat. Likewise 

shal·t thou. a.o with thy vineyard. and thy olive t:r.ees." In the version in 

Deut, only a.ebts are mentioned., which shall be released. ·to I s:ral~ j. tes, 

but not to foreigners. No men ti on is mad.e of lana; as intereBt was not 

permitted. in Deut, this must mean a remi·Ssion of all liebts and. not merely 

thej.r suspension fo:r a year. This opinion is justi:f?ie& by v .9, whtoh 

expressly on.a.e:rs the Jew to lend., ev:e.a if the seventh year is at hand .• 

~rhe passage in H x·eve:rts to the matter of' land .• and sta·tes specifi.cally 

thqt there shall be neither reaping nor sowing on the seventh year. 11 And. 

the Sabbath of the lan:a. sh.<ill be meat for you, f'or your slaves, male and 

female, am for your hired servant, and. for the sojourner with± thee.n 

Iiere the prod.uce is to be eaten by the owner with the poor, wM.le in C 

it is reserved. for ·the poor.. The idea is th&t of a Sabbath--the land. 

shall rest ...... ana. also has a cha.ri table content. It is still a moot 

-•.,, r_;u, 



r.ue:: tica •:ha t i.er tl;e l ow wns absol ute , setti ng ::i cer ttian aa t e for thw 

r.~o:e count ry, or wh~ther l t worked r ntner as a sort o f r ot a t ion ot di f -

fe r ent f'i elds . Th e for mer i s probable , b ot h by r eu s on of t r1e analog~· 

often dra wn with tho sabba t n (Lev . 25 1, and becaus e o f t ue explic i t lang

nage o f Deu t (lf. . 9 ) ,"3 e nol d . the seven t o year i s at Gilnd , t h e yenr of 

relca:ie • •• thou s ilill t 3lrel7 ope1 t h:· land to thy brot her , t o thy nee dy 
l 

· nnL to t hy ~oor in t hy land." On tJriS year all toe diff~rences between 

I s~·ael i t es s.1a.11 a isappeer ; r l ch and p oor. l ;rna - own 1.1r '"' anci hlr eci labor~r s 

... 
t.1like shall r eprn to the nomadi c str< te i n which they ,. ere a t fi rst . 

I t is v3r~· uouotful to ..-hut extent till :.> law was cbs<.?rved . It 

is referr ed to in neu t . :: i.10 in pnssi J:l€ . ~oe L~te .Book o f Chronicles 

111 enti o11s i t as the restini:; of t!l~lnn• ( I I Clll' . So . 21J ."uati l t ne la nd nu ci 
l ay 

•. j r yeo acr Snbbn tn:.; . for as long cs <::ne kQ:X dosolate siie kept Sabbath , 
-a. 

to fulfill s e v ~11t7 7esrs . " Eere a ... e . inl is ma.do tnat ti1 .. l n w of t oe 

s~vonth ye~ r h~d b en 0b ~crved . lleL . pledQe~ the people{Jeh . 1 0 . 52 ) t o 

observe tne s eventh ye r i n t i.c r a r .i.ss i on of Ur>b ts . ! Jl I i.:o.cc . 6 . 49 , 5! 

v:e ·re told t not t ne peO!>lP. \' er ;i v;i t 1.0Ut provisi on f or E. ae•ge ,"i t being 

tne seventh y enr , ·:.nen the l.ind v.·u:;; n ot x eown'i All t itle in spite of t !le 

j)r otd se i. tl Levi ti cu :,: tuu t t ile pro<J i.tc c o~ t i!e sixth ... ear •; ould pr o ve enou.gi1 

for tno s0v en t h a.l d fo r tue bi:?[inn inc of the ei ~:1 til y~r a s -:tell. 

.; . ':'he last of tLe tab oo ord iti t,.i C~s i s t :.nt o f t ile titn e.l , \7nich 

:s of great i nterez t a n d not :l little perple:-:ity t n u s . ~he r e _:i tion 

.. ~t 

... ... , . 

au •ject int o wu i ch we n eed 

e.'.l ter ir. t his ciscu ~si on . An a nnual ti ~ne is e:~acted in Deut , 14 . '?E-
6' 

;;11ich is t o ue el! t c n in Jernsalern 'l"iit11 tne Levi t e s es t 110 Lu e.·t of 

i.: •l f"::r .i.. l y . !!0 71 t ile en tire tith e co.n be c o:isumcd n t onc e , and yet tha 

rP.1 1F.. inii- L n ine - tenths he !"~fficient :fo~ the yea r , i i:> not ezplained. I n 

l ~ -B~~l: 3o:i.1>l e "cr1.11cltmisse , :i . 03 . /.. . ~. ~'- · ''f',\ 3 · 
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adoi ti on t o thi s , or as &nothe::- mode of ndmiBister ir.g it, thn t i the o« 

every thi r d yeor is to be oevoted to th e poor , including the Levite , the 

~~ oow, t oe prphan , and t he str a nt er . ( Jeut . 14.20 , 29; 26 . 12 , 13 . ) «~ 

cu n u3rdly tel1 o t t h js time r.het her the Israe~ites nctullly ga ve e f i f th 

cf their i nc ome in t his wa y eve_ y t ai rd y cur , wh ic h \·:i t ii the e nforced 

!"est of t r.a Subbaticul yea r 'ilOUld meon about one fourth of al l the ir 
~r ~ 

inco1::ie Id th'? s ev en y ea r c y cle . To~ tricnn:tal ti the is not t o"' u s ed 2t 

n .. cc , as t a e annua l tithe . but ;va s t o b e k cpr , "So toa t tile poor ma7 
0-

CO ""lC nn d eat ond be S'e)tisf ied ."Ancordine to D( J<!, t . 1 :? . 17-l9 J all vows 

'l. ci of ferings should be O:? tea a t t he centr al sanctua ry in <.. C'rnpan~ m. t ll 

t..10 :.evitc , s o that t his le£i slnt i on is all t h e l!?or& r elll3rkable . 

Tile ?rie s t J:,· Cod" ( 1!uo . l~ . :'1 -~·1 : Lev . :-7 .)if.nore: a ti t h e f or t .. e 

but div or ts .L ~ a ll t o t ile prie. ts !lHd levi ti es, bV t oat ti i.e d i s -

~ iuc..:uisi.ed fr om each otoer. Tho Lcvite v:n:: t o t et o t l t o e of the na t iot'l -

al i11coma , of ·.-:hi ch a ti t o e wns t o co t · t r, e priP.st s . Beside ti1is. t he 

l a t te ! were t t• ob t c i n t .. e ne~v oa - 1.. !'fering , tee f ir s tlings , a nd ·.·~ r ious 

:i t1 .~r ao ..ie tion s . ~z~~(ecl ( .:5 . 13 :·:r . ) l i et.' i s e d i sre&ar o 3 a lc{Uil pr o -

vi eio n i'o r tile poor. a.1d t; iVaS a r . eulnr i ncor. e t o t...e pr i e s t s . By bi s 

ti..'llP. els~t, iv i nt,; '"'n! '.3 al r eno y bet.Lminc t o su p:-lent the ln-.. as a cod e of 

cunritJ . 

•, . Tue Sabbatil :.?1 s:> s•? ms to n•i v .. 11.o d -:.. 11~~r..ani t~r i •:n purpose . We 

'ir1d r e ferenc e t o t h i s in E::: . 20 . b - 10 (EJ,in Ex . 23 . 1 2 (CJ. ~nd in Deut . ;) . 

1?.- 15 . (r, "1.' il e pii.r:.i~ e of sf)eo ial ei~ni ficance i P. " "'a~t tn:r• m.ans er v:i?. t a ad 

thy oo i d s ervant msy res t ~s t"!-Ji 1 :1: tilou . 11 TJ.e coru1ec t i o..l of the 

:~bbatn 1~0 th e Sabbat i cal jeO~ i~ s d e~ini te one, b o t h i n intent end i n 

<:!!"feet . Both .~ e:::- e 1 l "ke t i.e num:.nit11rin n leLi Slatio , e 1meral ly , U!lde r 

~npne tic lnspl ra t i on . 



~ i1e rules pf loans , intero.:. t , r..nd r l (;dt:es ,. ere s o a ... justed 

as not t o bear too heavily ou t he p oor . The Book of t he Covenant has 
l 

n. recul n tjnr: that 110 cone~/ is to be lent on in~crest , e nd t ilc t , if/ the 

~!lrtoent n?s ':i cP.n ta::en us a p l adg.e , it s he l l be returned before sun -

ao;-:n that the Jh1or man may .5le \lp i n i t(Ez. 22 . 25 - 2 71. -;c can imat...ine 

how m· ser ub ly p<' or the borr o-;-1er must hove been by this ordinance of iiuw-
2 

.u..Uty . ~uhl ilolC:s t t st thlc ;;oald b e mea :::li.nt:::le.~ s i>f it r.iennt 'Oledge, 

but tMt it must refer to the penalty c:::1ctea on non- !)n ymcnt o"f a loan . 

:-:c • cet t s e v10rd r~.-,ll wrtich r:ieans pl ocee , in Gea . 36 . 17 unc 17ch. 5 . 3 . 

tl Pi ta~er i nteres t no r r le age ":";ere C'J s toman,y , wuile a pe011l ty seems to 

!'.ave beei::. so . ;.e11t . (l . • 7 - l lJ co!n.C.a ncis t i.e 'l':ealt!l;,r t o lc!:!d to tLc po nr 

·.-.: t:: ~u ~ r ee:2r ci t o i. n• ppr or· ci1 of t r.,. yeor o f r e l c::.$e . I t :u r t .. i: r 

( =:z • : . -~ "' 1 f 0 rb l o S :.ue ttt ~.L1( ) f i ,1 t ere, t :fr om a i! ebr •~\' , 7.'hi.1.e ul l t'W-
3 

i.nt i-= :!"o :ort .:.l~e--s . Ev ia .-.ntl t 11P. iu ea ~ til l 1:iulntuin.:?o i t::i oril -

inu: :·l")rce t J .. : t n"bcd~· ·· J J l d h orro-:-: money .nl~:J s jiP. r <:> edca it for "res -

dclin:·; ;:, t debtor , sie-:e t i.ct hict. !!C ·.-.:nted , or ev~n sell toe oeb ::or 

o :- uis c .. i!d r~n ... s .l :... 7 e s i ·. or c c:r ·.r coll Pct ais loan. :or t1.·~ t rea-

sc:i ·.:e ~"e t •. e : r::.rn~ t. · ..A ( Lt:.:t . 24 . l ·i J"not to op .. re :.;s a ui r ea s ervai:t 

t r.at i3 , ry or u r.o n<'edy . l'Ji:ot .. er hP. oe o f t hy br~thren or o ~ t11e s trane er 

t {.·, t is •· i t nii. tn- ate:::. 11 

_
11.e r-Jle od' p!.ec[ c s ..,., s no t t c -:c}:e a mi: l s t o . ..c as plecig e( or 

! 4 . 1 C1, u:ic nn t t o sl~ep t: itil '..1.e pl'9cfc , but t o r e~urn it(~.22 . 25; : t. 

2 ~ . 12 I • "' r:~ t rules o::' i tis ; i n -, wero nece s :-:?ry is l:!u OiT.!l l:y s ever al 

l. ':1 ni$ f" .. !q. a o-::ev ·r , b e a e loss . 2 . A.moricon Journcl of _· irol . I.!> . 728 ff . 
3. " , ~. ?.~. H'- g~. 
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bes ide ever-; a1tar on t. ood s tnl,.en in pled.._ e ." (Job : 2 . 6 a lso J . I n 

II~ 4 .1 a .. c.ma .1 , v1 i f e of' n propbet , ca.me to Elisha. , saying t hat her 

!n;sband bo.d died a 11d t he creditor l1a d come t o s ell her t "i7o sons into 

slav ery. ( See I ~a:n . · 2 . 2 J Tno 11171 o~ '7::lt,c: was t "a t wag es i.ust bo gi ven 

each day befor e m1 1~dor:n t 1...ut the l~borer mignt not suffer ( De ut . 24 . 151. 

~ois is repea ted i n H (Lev . 19 . lSJ . 

':'he laws o.· i nter es t nod ~ledfes seem not to iln'7e b een enfor-
1 

ced . J cr . (l;i . 10 1 rer urks, "I unve not l e :it on usury, neithe. ho ve men 

leot t o me on u sury , yet every one o f t .em ~oth cJrs~ me ." Ezek . (18 .13J 

li st s umoo£> t he cr lne s , "Euth gl ven fortll uron usury , and hr.t h t aken 

incre'!Se . " :~en . ~:cund t!...at t uµ, ~e,,pl 0 h~10 ta%eo usur y ~!Hi ti.a t r.m.r:.y o f 

~ 'l ~Joor ".';er ~ to b 11 sole. es l."la7e s(::eh . 5 J •. •:i: e f uwous r eforms o ::.' Ileh . 

were bas•.:d u pon these :'!"OvisiC1n s of t ne Deu teron ornlc lc.w. Ee b r out;11t 

i t about t hat t he f i elds were r~~toreo t o t i.et r fo r r!leT ~. r1nors ~nd t !ie 

c: i~t e remi tted , t oei'ely r c -~ stou1 isl.int t ue co •. uni t _; u pon n stabl e 

8 . 3l c.v c r y \7l!~ l - lr t t ii •t:.c .. o f ii.c 1cr r c": -ecr l e , o:;; of all 

a 1ti e:ui t~· . -.u1 ·;.-> t l rclurd t o 1~on-E!ebrc-:: ·love:: tL ere .,,ere no ilmite ti ons 
"' 

u ~ o1 · t . !3ut t ;ic rit..1.t "7 • 1 !!cbr c .. . ~J· Vf'~: >'.:.. :3 ~tri<.tly li:-jteCi . '.'r.~ 

·~~!' 1 i ! t code tr"'rh· tiJi!-• u...,:=tion ( ..:::.: . :" . : _Jl J , allm.li.[ th e H··l>re·:. 
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slave to serve for six years ana. go free in the seventh, though not with 

a vr:i.fe or chi1a.ren whom hEl may have· acquired during hj.s period of slavery. 

If he preferred, his master shoula. bore his ear with an awl to the d.oor •. 

yJost, ana. he would then be a slave for life. Female slaves, who had been 

eoncubines, were not to be sold, but must be kept in that position or 
hls 1 

set entirely free. Ilfi' a man maim.ea a: sltave, he at once b~Jcame free. The 
~~..i*P~~ 

law of Deut .. re1'\eats this ordinance f'or the male slave(l5e12-18). that .r: I\ • 

at i;'he end of' six years of SE:1Tvice he is to be released unless he ·wishes 

to remain a slave for li:fe. When he is released., the master is to give 

:plentifully to him, remembering that the whole nation baa been slaves 

in Egy:pt and had been SHVEHl by God., and. also that nTo the double of' the 

~ of a h5.r€:)1ing hath he served thee for si:x: yea1·s." Tlw escaped. 

slnve was not to :r.etu:cnea to his master(Deut.23.15,16), and. any one 
illegally 

ens'.1.a.ving a fellow .. Israe1ite"shoula be purdshed with a.eath,Deut.24.7) 

Chi1d.ren were sometimes sold as slaves(II K 4.l;Is .. 50/1) aml 

the slave must have worketi rather h:aira. Still, his lot was not very baa., 

at least in theleanlier pe:r.ioa. The stories of. Eliezer(Gen.15.2;24), of 

Saul ana his sJ.ave( I Sam,.·g .l-9) show that the slave was pnactically one 

of the :family, tha:t he ·had money and could inherit. Jer .. (34.8-16f g:LV'es 

us s. drama tic picture during t·he s~e.ge of Jerusalem when the recently 

promu:illgatea 1aw of Deut .. was invokea. and th0 slaves freed. to help in the 

defense. ·wrwn the d.anger was ove~, howeverW. the lavv wus di sob eyed. and. 

the slaves were forcrnd. back into slavery. Nehemiah aia. not attack the 
2 

institution of slavery, but freed those poor Jews who were in danger of 

falling i.nto that condi.tion. The clause in')! the early lavv provid.ing that 

a slave may choose to r~main with hj.s master showed the comparatively 
~? 

ha1JPY lot of the slaves at that epoch. 
------·--1. Ex.2]!.2(),27. 2.Neh.5.1-19. 3,Batten,in Bi11lical World,V.10.p.397., 
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Anothe r TC'['J l n tio .. ~f sla v er y is made b y H (Lev . 25 . 3 9 - 55 J. 

l' ui s is a ssoc i a t ed wi t h t he Jubile yes. r . All Hebr ew s lav e s a r c t c be 

relea se d a t t oe year of t ile J~1bile . whenev e r ti:et may c ome : t hus there 

is t o b e no s l a ve r y , but i n s tea d s or vioo f or f r om on e t o 49 y ea rs . A 

..! ob r cw v.-bc WCJ s sold t o a non- Israelite may be ree ee roe1l by hir:1:;el i or 
d 

b~· one of bis kin f or a pric e rccJ:~ned occcr~nr.: t o t h e y ear s o:r s e1 vice 

u.i.; t i l t he uer.t Jubi l e. Lenme1.c ;; v:as en j :: i n e ci i n tue tr -:a tn.en t of t h ese 

s l c.ves . ,.,.h i l e . on ti:.e otter ha n«, noti - Rebr er.r s l a v es \ie .C'! perman en t pro-

:>e1·ty a nd could b e s c l d a t Wi ll . "'iJj s s e0ms t n r.a v e been pur e l y theor-

e i~a J lAt i ~lc tio~ . t he circuL~ tc nces 0£ ~hich wer ~ t he no~t - exilic 

s : t-uaticn , ....-acn many n o!l - Isru el ites dwelt i n tu<> l ar o a nd rei gn 10 ha ·: e s ome 
l 

wer:lth . A s r e1,; i al ly r:ieritorH1u s wor k of l a t er t i · es wa s t o r ed e em Jews 

<:~rturoc i n wc. r a nd 2 old CI : . ..acc . :~ .41 ; !1 Le c 1.: . 8 . l lJ . 

9 . AJ10t 1Jer r.,fHL'1 S of ovoi C:i rJt t i1e sc'll' r es t phase o f pov erty a Dd of 

u i n t uini t•L ciie ol d clan or ( t. n i xc.t i c n EO r r r ' t: n i t iit b e w&s t he r ec ei:1-

pt iou c f l u r.c . :'ni l" mus t llr ve been li!l old ~ra ct.i. <- e . ::. ~ we i"inf. i t i n 

Jer . ( :}Z. G- 9 , , i Jt !iu t .,f .: • . ·1-rJ J. aH• i r. Eze~~ . ( 4 ~ . 15 -18 1 ns well as 111 

a mi x ec passnc c of ll and ? i n Lev . ~5 . J er ecit r • • i':'Uen ile oenr s t t1a t the 

~i eld of hi s unclP. i ~ A~athoth u~~ t o be s ol o bougnt i t a t onc e , os ne 

s11y3 , a<:Lord iu,- t o cu f; !b cm . I n P.u t n i t u rpeur ::, t i.s t t h e rign t of r edem. 

pt ion , as r:e l l u s t oe 11ut:, . u elor.._ eo t o t i"ie z:.e ~ t o f ki n , bu t coulc b e 

c .:~t· t -j• tJ.e en ~ e rttc: t nP l evi r s t ;. ~.arringe ( Deut . ~5 . 5-lO J , ·:~hon t ho 

ur " t!:cr i~ to TT'nrrj• h iP brotler ' ~· ~-.iuo'I' onc2 r· i so n n a sou to ~nrry on 

tic net c of t ho dccoe sed . Acc or 6iLt t o t ho l ew of P (Uuc , 36 .1 -12 ) 

la.no j ~ t o be 1'.c~ t per maneut ' y ·.-: ithi n t he t r ibe b y l; ile t'!" r riece of 

oe i r P.ss-,..s olv:ays t o a falJ('h - t:ib e sll'un . Ezeki el has t he s ame i dea; l u n d 

l. ~:o· ... sc} ; ~ehr11 eisc11es Ar el : eolq; ie . p . 176 - 1 8 0 . 



is n e t t o be alicna ted " in order that my people be not sca ttered. every 

man f r om ais possession . " At t his l a te time tr~ conception began to be 

pr avD lent , not merely t hat l and belonged t o tne clan and shoul d be kept 

bJ it , but ti1at it h.Gd b een apporticine d by cH vine mnndate (es in the book 

of Jo si1uuJ ru.::ong the dlfferent tr ib es and clans , woo should ret~ir. their 

snar e unti l the end of time . Ezekei~l c>.LJr esses tuis i n his division 

of tne l and o1 tLe notion iLto equal parts--cpite icpossible , us the land 

of f~lestir o vr:. r i es in fer tili t:,·- -anrl his a~~ it.ning ti:eo t o the t ribes . 

Lev . 25 - - tbe P1·ie3l l~ Code--vro r ks ou t ano t her t llellreti cn.l adjustment , 

:il r c:.:oy referred t o in a. ci if~·erent l:OuJJection , t he year of t 11e Jubile . 

'!'ne id e3 is teat e"er:1 fift ;; ; ears a g-ranci readjustment of a l l tne land 

sr.nl_ bb inc eacl: section be.cl~ into the uanJs of its or ifinal owner s ,--

~hat is , its ori~ ir.aJ ~lar.. no lane saa:J 1 be a li e!ll..tcd . Land is to 

bP t ented f or period s of from one to f or ty- ni ne yes.rl:3 , but not soJ <1 , 

~ha pri ce o" tac sale s i'w.11 var j ncc;or C:.i t tG tuo yet?r of t ile Jubi lc • 

.tit ii.1y ti r.:.e the seller or ni ~ }:in rrr:..:1 r~l. "et- lane! , pa.:;i:1l a !.'lroportion-

ate i:ria e va r;j·in£ wi tn tile · eurs of t .. c Jubile . A ci t y d'l'1cll.:.r-..t_ - -not 

bcizli- an SllC cstral p• .. GScBf}i cn ln t nc soue i:;cr:SP. - - coul d bo redee med 

on:y wi t hin the yenr , but tile r,. u!;;e: s of t:le Levites c::1:ie uni er tue same 

:ru.le as the l unds of oti.er tribes. '.r'hll t ti.e a~ ienr. ticr o~ l ouo was an 
a c tual 

._ev i l n:ipears fror ~ucl. poss~tes as J s .5 . b - 10 ; I Y. ~l'/. 3 ff . 

10 . P. cl ulnt i ons '"er· lil:e•·.ise ~dll , not onl:: for inter nul nor::l° nis -

t rn ti on , but a l i:; ..:i :·or tr.e nuuwni tr r i.an t r e3tment of eoenties anc 01· nori 

l sroeli tish s trant;er s in t Lc lar d . ~ne r et., .: la';ion o"f war in Dai t . 20 and 

in 21 . 10- 1{ i~ a unique e~pression of the human:tarj3n ~piri t , not 

p1::r1: llel ~ci ur1tll our O"'Il 6!!. y-,. . Any maJ'I v.·ho has built a nP71 ilv~::e. plan-

t cd a - ine:t·Hro . or b otroth l"ci o ;:i :"e . or -;·j o is o:'. f aint heart . is llot 

t c entgr t~o bEttle In actua l c01 ilict t J. e enony shall be c iven first 

a n opportuJi ty t ,.. yi e l d and :.;('r11e I.Le :!ebrcws . In acclrir.£ n city , the 
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men only should b e killed a11d t he women , childr e n , a nd boot;.; should b e 

tnken . This lost rule is t 11 e u s u.al one in ancient w~rfnre , but \.as 
1 

not alvreys f ollowed by t he Israeli tes ' I Sam . 15 J. A di fferent spi~it is 

seen t n tLe fina.l nart of the ch,pter , 'l'l i th i t s prooibi t t.on of cutting 

down frui t trees e v en in a s iege . :?omen wilo :.r e captured ana married 

snal l be trea ted 1 not ns sleves . but as Isra•l i ti sh \;ives . 

The atti tllde of consider:. tion toward tc r· g er has b een noted 

in other docuIJents , but ie quite e.s prevalt•nt in t !.le codes.. The ger 

seems t o have been a non- Je·:; who had been t~ken under the protection of 
2 

a c lan or individuaJ , not tac orcir.ery ~c reigner , who wn ~ called 

(See Deut . 14 . 21J In t~c Book of he Covenant there ~re two i n junctii.ons 

f or l~ .indness t o t1:.e stt'::rnged Ex . 22 . 21 ; 23 . 9 J. "A strancer snal t thou not 

oppress, .:or thou kno·;;cst the heart o f ti..e s tre.iic.c- , s ecicg t hou wast a 

strcnf"Jr ir. the lano of Ng~-pt ." Jeut . alr;uys a s sociat9s the str a nger with 
s 

ti~c nc.tiv e pcor, the :fnti..erless . the v.i oow , a.nd the LoYite . God i s spo -

ken of as " t ho ono .... ,.o Jove ti. t.e s~rant:or . " Al t.noug?. t e e r. t ·:snc;or 

v:ot t t' be a genuine me1.1b er o:f t he CCIDf rn£a tion uutil tte thir d a enerat 

( Dcut . 23 . ~ ff./ , still ti:e Frie. tly Coco imposes upon hir. JIJlJr.y of the 

du ti e e of thP. I. reeli to , espc-. ielly as t c f o r bid den f oc as LLev . 17 . 12 , la; 

15 . 2t~ J. :'hls atti t u lle i s one which pr eve.iJ , .. j ei:.pecial ly <lur ing t he 

r r ophet j c time; l n h t '1 r epochs , :;uen t ee inf:ucnce of ti:c prophets was 

ne t so ... i r ec t and t i1c forel i:ncrs dwelt in ?:~ J .~stine in r:reater nwnbers 

• n c t.'i t b more influence. they were m0r e h~ted ond l ess favored t han duriilg 

t i;.e ti/'ll(! of tu e i nd epenoent mo~mrcny . 

The d ifferen t codP.:- e::hibit V"" r:- di fferent attitud es on t t e 

problefll nf char1ty. The c~rliee t , C , ,.,Lil e very c:woe , ls at th~ ssme time 

l . Seo , nn,,e ver , It 20.Sl . 2 . Buhl: Zo:inle VcrhocJtni.ssc .-p . 48- 50 . 
3 . ~c~t . 10 . :e : 1 £ . 1~ ; 24 .lC, 17 . 



in t he pr ophetic \ ein . I t gives t he cor e of the str anfer. a.lid t he poor, 

as uell as t a e r egul a t icns of t he sevent h yea r aoo the l im.itati on of 

sla very . ~euteronooy, whicn n::s pub!lehed ab out 150 yenrs later , has 

the most hif'hl:t oeY el oped sy stem of poo r r elief in any anci ent cod e . 

=:ere are the ln7:s of interest 0110 pledges . t b e seven t h year as a remis

s fon of debts . t he l nw of &:ID•nhgs+ £"lean i ngs . t he tr j enniol tithe 

for the pcor, a~d a l a w of s lavery . After thi s , tte i n t e r Ast of the 

·pepjll e wus turnAd in anotler direction . wi tn the b!'ocJ:ing dovm of this 

code , its v&ri r u e pr ovi s i ous wp,re a dorted i n ot i1or f or u s or neg l ect ed 

~nt'i_r e ly . ":"ucr ef0re, the !!oliness Code , \":ri tten s hor tly aften:t' r o . has 

t11e ler1 of ti:e c or uere of ti.c fi eld , of gleanings, t lie Sabbo.ti co.l sear , 

~ml :;la ves . E.-ek e• l, c. l ittle later, iu ais gr ea t c oz s t i t uti on . has 

nri coc.ri ty l t-1.i; wm te; cn- , at tempting t o ~olve tne entire pr oblem by a 

~.:~ tr i'Luti on of tr:.e lu11d a::.cnr; ull t en clans >.nlc1. woo ld obv iat e :my 

pov erty . ':'his !.e t1.G attitude of t ne ?riestl Code , a b out 450. !:!er a 

t i.le d-..ics for mer ly t;iven tc t 1,13 poor er,-, l•: 7cr tcd tc ti_e piii e s ts .. ~be 

orJ y r erulat hH f r r t_'} poor .:.c:- t1_e J ";Jbi., e , .. i1icn \";ts pr obsbly n ev e r 

":Jt i n t o pr a c tise , b •. ~ which tao clan shoulC retai n its lend and no 

!·,.1..i:y ev er bec .:i:c 1.•rt1Ullcnt.ly ir.r•O\e>rl ahed . As fo ... i;no poor , in the 

ir.terv~ni r.t per iod b et•.:ce n t l1c Jub.i] es, u new method of caring for t h em 

hr:. c. becoH.c popular ; t hr::i;:; rore t o be c · r P.d for . not by legal regula~ ons 

1ut by tile ll r;1s of t l:e fious . Alr.~seivint wus now a practise , fo.v ored 

b: the riety c ! t~e p=ie&ts and cond i tioned b; tLe needs o~ tLe ti~e . 
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CE.A.P~ER V. THIP.D .PE?.I OD , ALUSGI\"IUG. 

Tho disuse o f the Deutcronomio l a w brought great dif~ioulty 

into the si tuation of the poor. I n the Captivity t~e Jews owned no land, 

had li ttl~ surplus wealth. and were i n no position to fol~ow the commands 

to leave the gleaninss, release the slaves , or snare t aeir sacrificia l 

fa sts ~ith t he poor and needy . The cha r i t y l aw$ i n tae Holiness.Code 

3re , i. 1 a 11 probability, f'ro1J ::.n ear lier time and were ~ely written 

down at this per io<i . At any rate, the .. resemble the laws of Deu teronomy 

in a great many respects and b ear tile e•rmarl:s ~f t he e••lier ti.me . 

Ru t a new method of caring 1 or t~e poor was bec oming mor e and more pre

valent; tne ol d custom of hos ~i talit; was being ex~ 1ndeo to inol~ oe the 

givi n£ o f all n ecessiti e s wher ever toey are needed . Almsg iving , neTer 

ooce men t ioned in any pr e - E:dl ic passase , is spol~on of in every book 

of the J ib l e(witn a ve r y fe~ e~ceptions 1 b eginning wi t h Ezekiel and I 

Isaiao and cont inuing t o Daoicl ~ nd Est ner . It is dominant in the 

Apaorypna and i\ e·:: Tcstc.mont , i s ov ers 1~ dot'.' eo in t nc u.is1..ne by l egal 

ooF;. al thougn t;t ill given a creat oanl of a t tention , and is too chief 

mod\3 of Je-r:isn , Cgristian , ace L:ohe1ru.1e oun oJlflrity until r.iodern times . 

Ev··n nor'/ it .L.S only sloi7l ;; boing !'op l uccd b .,• ins ti tu t ionel c neri ty tn 1 ta 

1:ian:,• f or e s . Alms therefor e de::>er v e a cll8pter in t!li s S'J.rvey of Biblical 

cuur i t y . ~he: se~m to have rise:J undor the pries tlv i nfluen ce r:'Oich 

di verted all tae au e s of tile people fl-or.t t.oe p c or to the pries~s and vthich 

favored tne ne\"; t i.eology ·.-hich t1ei:t '1i t o toe Gi · ing o-f alms . Alms a re 

l ogically n dir ec t dcvel opoeut rrom uospita li t y , so soon us tLe needs 

a r e greater t hnn f oocl und a n i got ' s lods ing , ur;a in simple peoples 

olms ur e oftc o £ i ven by rec eivin~ t he : oor ma u into tne aou$e of t~e donor, 

1>u t toere ili 3 distinct di "fer eoc e in :.net t he i eea o -f cllllr i ty is nor1 

upper most , an d t tlat the ai <l is noVT voluntar y , t o be g iveu or i7i thltl.d at 

will . 

II 
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In this connec t i on we may meni"i on t !W. t til e bnly r cfereh ce s t o 
1 

beCtlllG i n t e e ent i Ee Scr i ptu res ( t hree i n number) oc cur i n pos t - Exil i c 

110r i:s . and the. t no t one of tr. e \'II'i ter s beforo the E:r.ilP. ever mentions 

the g i v lng of alms . This i s et:pe ciel l y noticeable i n t ne prophets , vilom 

\'le woiJld e ::_1e ct to s e e pr nisint. t he vol unk r y bestor1al of one's prop erty 

upo .. the needy . The ~·act is , oo-;;evnri/i, t aat tne pr o poets, wi t il all t h e ir 

defense of t h e poor, n1w~ys Sp eak of justice , o= not op pr essing the 'Weak, 

ou t n ever of g i f ts or of suppor t for til oe e who need/ i t. The n eares t 

11e c 1.e tc &ltis givlng i n '.1Jat epoc h is i n so1.e o:' tJ.e i nstances of hos-

pl t2lity , ,-;-hic !:l. arc eti ll u:io · r t oe old id~a of service due to the stran
unci e r 

rer a nd not h the new one of merit t o t 1.e Ci ver by his volunt nrJ a '!t . 

For e:~ampl e , t11c ci -.Jr.inno of DoVid for gi ft s fro;.1 Unbal J Sa~ .25 ) is not 

aa:eo as a f "V"'r , but rather ds!P.!lndec as n right . Ir the same r.ay , the 

care of t •. e rr"~'-~t s i s .a pi .... -.i- ut~- wr1ic:_ r e ceiv.10 i ts o.ckuowl~dgemu 

and re~uro , but no t in :he sense iu w .• le;i; lat11r chc.rity was r ef r iled . 

J ut in ti1e R::ile n l mst;-Lvin£ is fir st metitionen ; if it 7'! a kr.or;n a t nll 

b for'! , it ?.':'.l s certsi!'l:y n'Jt c: ~u~' i l:1>0·1 s o.nd nev .. r t;ai neo cot!'unce ill t o 

tirn lit-e::::.i•;ur e . Lo._ .:....:a11~' a d·--··:J1C' ren t fr 1i. 1~os ·1itsllt , oistori cally 

lt \1a::; t .. e suc.:c~~sor of 1.i t:,rent l eL ..... ! a rrl1.!ll.,C 'l.1nt -:~: :::l could no longer 

b e mcin~nir1 " c nnci DC!eo~u soc . ucc.aa.·or t · cc. er t:'le f.ield of ciiarity . 

of i:. in co1Ule c~io1. ,. .:_t . t.11e older r:ict i1o cl s o:f r elief . - -":!<' hath re s t ored 

t o toe .• e. tor uls plt: tfce , h.uti~ £p i l cu no1.e by vi olence , ha'ta i;iven hi s 

brenu to tne 1.u~ry,an . hat!. coverl'!o t·ri P naked i7i tc a Lnrment ; nc that 
2 

nc til ao t L. ~ vc .o f or th u pon u sur;;· , nei t aer bat h tn.~:e_ :::.. ~- ~ r . .,r ea se " . This 

i .;; in ue re. ~oc t ty,ical ·!· t11'} \"tno · e succcedii.L pn:-iod - almsgi~11n0 , 

ilOl7P.7Cr pr evale1it it bcc::i,_e , n• 7c ~· n&t ircJ·,/ .1uper$ edec, th~ legel mo6~ 

v-:' !alt t ·- , b~t .:ll!l wv1~y!.> pn:-t.llel >i ti. it . · eut.e ::-o -I sainn . i n spc~~:ing 
- · l ~·a . .. . . ,..> ; :P.; . 7 . :5; l C'9 . lO . · 2 . E:: c}: . 10 . 7 -&~ l:-; -13f l o - 17 . 



of t .. 'J t r ae f as t unto th'? Lora , sn:;:3 , "I. it 1\ot t o deu.l tcy breati t o t,1., 

blL{;ry/ , and ta.at t11ou brine the Y'Oor ta:· t ore c:rn t out to thy i:o:n:!e? 

·· : lJ,1 tho .; s .:}est tbe ru:iJ:ed . t o:::.t too1 cove r i:!iIJ , and t iln t thou hioe not 

ti1.~:sc lf ~·r 1.)r1 thl lle own il.Jsij.?"( Is . !58 . 0 , 7 . ) In tue~e t \'10 pla ce:; the 

t..ivi11'- of l lms i s rut ~ll:lO:lt; t he co:·di~al vl:tue s , ·,··inrrc i i:; Tin s de stin ed 

to re1:1:1i.?: iu tee fui;;re cro~·:th of Jmfais1c o Lo of t 1.e reli. ... ione s· r~ 

:.ro· i t . 

:r.c Ll'C:.lt ?O St-;.~:-:.i.lic v:orks , JoJ <: ;J~ fro;{? l·t,~ , nc.!:e t h e velu e 
1 

yf'" ~:~ still _:rryo.tnr . Jc.b , <.1a tir.1 :Yer: t 1.e :four tn cnntu r y , combines 

t •. c ] ro i:ctic ::.inti _ ri e. t:~- ": i r t-..e~ t c:-:..:.ro "... · -cor , jus~ic c cn 1i t he 

_o··et vor , Joh · 11c:Juut• :..; i t' C.'!it t.~ ~:ills 7'1 · "·· u1·e · fte1. un 111•i" i ecJ , f 

Widov:s a·:.n.; er.:pt, 

This comes up ~·:en i11 t:te s_1ccci1c;: of ~li hu ( ..... . :o; . 5 . 9 1 in much toe snme 

manner . The gTentc=t. e::p.:::....:. t .iun o-=: ci ... ~r~~Y in ti1c •-:t: 0 1P 'Bible . b ot1~ f'r o1 

the po) nt of vi e-;:- of mo "; iv ·:> ::nd o"! e::P.Ct< t icn , ::.ppcn!"s i: J ob i n his t'7o 

s peeches , 29 . J 2 - lC qno ;·1 . J ~-~: ! . !le:;::c c._. l', t :: :.·i:::;er t o it·.:- c;reutest 

t r iliuriph and its ni~host '.>enut.., ,- - "I ·:1: ~ ~J 'G t l t11e blind mh1 f e.; t il!iS 

I t 0 t.io lat•c . I wu: ~ fntr,cr • ... o i .e n cc: o:,.· . :m o t h e cuu ~o of hiro thot 

_ b1e\·. : l' ';; t s"u .chod out . '' 111: I 1u r. e ..-i. ti. c~d tte poor f r ot.1 tr.e r r 

cierirQ , or nln·e C!lUtcd t he e;·cs " f ti.e -: illow t o fai1 ; or uavo ent en my 

1 •• c.r :1'l : ~ OJ:P , ruJ<.. tl.e fotiierlesc r.: v e nr t ec~cr. tl.e r nof : if I ;lB.ve seen 

i. • .A a::-.\.ltct: ~ue Uori ; ~ornill , ~5~ ; 3u ' .. te:r.·::'ip:"r, ·~CCl -:.:o ; : 1·i ,·er , Cfic~-nc , 
-".?7 idso 1, E::ilic ; :tcuer nai el , c . ~50 ; Duhm. :r:mtt:::wi" • 3 00 ; etc . 



a.uy per ish for \':ant --.f clothinc . or toot the needy bc. u n o covering ; If 

his loi11 s have not ble n~cd me , and if he -r: cr o not W! rmed witn t l1c ncece 

of my sheep ; li I he ve li;ftod u:p ~· iland a 0c.fost tile ia t i:erless because 

I Sa\': m;;.· ~elp in tf.e gat•; ; then let 11. y shoulanr fall frncr the li lloulder 

b !c.de and •. ine a rn: be broken :frnT.'l t/:e bone." 
1 

Proverbs, fro1!l ti1e name L encral period , has tile same :-oint of 

1ie•• · It srlcoi .. ?Lcntions t he r c.ttc:rs of ir.teret- t or plccgeo , ~-:ili ch took 

so rr.uci! utte .. tion before , occasiona lly spe:::.kf: of justL e to t D.e poor , but 

c. evotc :3 its str ongc~t pa:;ct;;;r j c:s t o ~}. rus . ~irn~ tho !lligfl t of ~oe poor 

•·:as a fllniilio.r on e a t t . .is ti e i~ sr. o;:i, b y HUcil reir..arks a~ "~he rich 

rulcth o v e. thP. porr , allcl tne borr O'-CT is servent tc to n lender. 11 ( 22 .7 J 

':nere oc cu:rr. , moreover, tiJe far. ou ti p l1rHse, n!:it;i.tcot: ··neGs o ~l i \ ers from 

Ilea th", '.':here tile sense of "chari t ~· " is l?d n1 tted as boinc possible . t 10. 2 ; 

1i..; 1 ··,t! find tie :~n:-):i rr Fre <; erts rc~c rdL.e moClo ol;;(ll . :;~ J . lano 
( nl i--;o 3: . ~ , 

IJ\:.1rJr:;( 2:: . 1C. l1 1, jusi.i cc (' 'J . 7 , !14 1 .,.. and op.rrest:lon ( 30. l 4 J , but u rue.lly 

.. i th a t Leolcci cal ac c oopaJiimeJ t , GU ch :::."' \7as r e.re ~:1 tLe r r e - e::ilic 

era . tr:.eL1<'ve ,:c-t ~:.e o:o 1u.r:c!r c.r3' . u1..J e1: t er not into "r.c f ield s o f 

t iie :~ t •. crle ss , f or tnci r rcccnr.icr is r.::. .. J1t Jt· · " " .ne l:-l llf tu1t ·ai tt-

tnut. ·;:i.tnol oet1, cor n , tile •co lo sr,ell curte 1 • .im , but :,1css i.It; shall b e 

:JI on tne L:.Ctltl c:!' u ir tt.J! <; !' <!lls it . n Fr avi OU 1::i .... tLis \'ic.S a re.re moae 

of 001 clucEng :in i11 junctj 0n , as we si'Ulll note ia tr. e ne:: t chapter . 

~Lle ~oiubs co,.tnin like\.i&e a r::or.:ibc::- of prece~ts ' ll t he ther.,e 

of a11c , on sor1e of ·.-:J:ich t n e de.to i ~ a.:. sru t ea . Ac corli tq; to Driver , 

rrir t o! the hool· is prP- e··ilic in or i t i n, and alms are ther efor e known 

b c:!'or"' th~ i:::::i1o . If, no\;~vcr , we f'cllow Cor r.ill , Steut?rna&el , Eennett 

arul iii enef. or ~oy , oll toc rin rofercr:c r~ n.rc a.~ter the Exile and moat 

of t1. 0 n v 1Jr:r ln.te after it , from the four t h to the thlrd c entu ry. 
l . See e.: t ~r: £:.rnph f or ,, oi ~c..,··si.: L of ti.i e . 



- 36 -

Ti1ese are nc.it1.cr so ex11licit .Jor s o p oetic.al n~ tilose fro r~ J ob . 

but still posecss much ~' portonc c . "He ts~t despiseto hls nei fhbor 

sinneth , but he that ru:.th merc:i on tbe •)oor, hapny is ne ."(14 . 20,21 , :·1) 

"l!e that oppressetb- tbu !>oor repr ua.cr.etr. bis maker. "( 17 . 5) " He that op-

pres: eth tile poor to increase his ri cbes and t ~at gi vctu t o the ri ch ••• " 

" Rob no t t ue poor, for toe Lorti :;;- .ill pleao their cause . " "He t 1-at hatij 

0 bountiful 0 yc shall be bles~cd , f c.r be t iveth oi nis bread to t he 

poo•. "( 2 2 . 9 , 16 , 22 , 23) " If thy enemrl be oung.ry , gi ve hi m brei?.ci t o ea t ; 

ono if ne be t hin· t y , £lVe ti ::. nater to dr ir..k , f or thou shalt bear coals 

of !°j re upon h is neod , end Gou shel l re~r rd tthe . "( 25 . 21,22 ) "Ee tuat 

u .. usury arid go.i i: increa.seth ni s substarJCe , gatucretn it f or hir.1 tnat 

:-;a l pit.~ the poor •. . Be t hat t:..v tl: to t uc poor snall not lack . "(28 . 8 , 2 '7f 

~r!e v i r tuous wooa n "St retci etl. out ncr bond~ to the poor. she reachet h 

f er ti ner mmd s to tll e needy . " ( 31.20 J Fimlly oc cur s a p~ ssaec rer:iin -

iscent of Deut . 15 . 7-11 , •· .;!:7 not to t1 -;:· neie1:.li or , go :me! c o1..11• ueein , 

•:r..en tt.ou slll.st i t L/ t.hcc . 11 ( : . 27 , 28 J . T11i :.:1 , li~e t h e pass~ gc i 11 Jeut . 

scern~ c refer. no t so muci1 t o n l s s us t o lenciiq; ';';'i thoui; i :i:terest wi1en 
to thy brother , 

a per son is i n neeo . " ~1.<.> : si~lt -ur el .. 0p· r.. t ir: ru:u1d to ta·· ll-or t c 
~ "'- - . 

thy needy i n t h land . " 

':1.e P~r. lma rno1 1tio .. ~Ln:s ap p:co vin&::!.Y .::overal t1mos . .,Tile 

·.~·icl:ed borroweti1 an d prr~· eth not acn in , l-ut t i'!t: r~gt.teous sh onetb n ercy 

nn C: c;i veth . " ( 37 . 2 1 J "ill tb e ot!Y he dea letr. ern cicuslr ll.lld lend eth , 

and his seed is blecseu ." (!37 . 2CJ n-·P.11 is i t •::i t o the rntm tna.t oeeletu 

craci c·sly ane l en detsi ; •• • be t?.~ th a·s!ler sed , iie hn.th. givon t o tne needy." 

(112 . 5 , 9 J 11 -:;1.c~r s l : ... y tiio wioow und tJ. e etrangAr, .'.lnd murder the fatl::er

le~~ s ."( ~~ . ~ . 1 " J :.:o•·': o f the nc· tice Liven to chtirit-y ilJ tue psni.9s is 

!>u r ely theoloc;J:~o l , and ne: sut;n \':ill be tteatP<l i.J tHe ne..xt ciw.pt er • 

.:'he \\hol e z::ost - 07.j])_c ti r o 101 0'\';'S almt-~givint; , und pr c iscs it 
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most high J y . Thi:. appears oven i n t i1e mos t i i: <l ifforent of b ooks , ';';}1i ch 

were wr i tten f or q u i t e other purpos es . Eccl e3l a stes tell s us, it i s 

tru.f: . "Ii' t ilou seest t h e op_ re~si cn ::> f t h o :poor, marv el not at t ne rn.J. t t ·~r ." 

( ~ . 5 ) Bu ~ he al so ss ys, "'CL i:.~ ~ t ny breso upon t he -;;;.. ter s , f or t e ou sha l t 

find i t a f t er many days ."( ll . l) ChroQicl e s tell s us r epeate dl y of t he 

t i vi nt,; a wa;r of fo o d and dri nl: in c el ebr ation of gr e~ t fe·· t ivi1e . either 

usi ng an' old t rndi t i on , or r oadi q: back i nto fo rmer t ii. e~ t he practise s 

of their o-;m dn:,· · :Da niel bne t ile phre ~e"Br enk off th sins b y r lgn teou s -
1 

nees~ a nd t~iniqui tl e s by zi10•,1i r.g mercy t o til e p r or ." ( ~ . ~ 7 J E sther. 

!)el hl'.p s even l:! t cr t .~n ~niel i r. or) Q. n , or <lsins t ile fea:; t of PUri t11 , 

"n eoo d da y , ano of Si'!n <Hnc por ti o11s one t o t. uot t er , a l.id of t. L t s to the 

p0 or . " ( 9 . 19 , 2?.) 

Almsr: ivint; , a ri s jr1f l as t of all t ae Bibl i c el. metLo6::i o f Ci.c.r i ty, 

bacarr.c a ::: ~ ocia tcd \':i t t c e>r t'J i ,1 t 1: e ol q ; i c e l i a c~ s -:-11.i ch 1 tsve it i t s deep 

a ppelJpn a its fi r m i,ol o on t ne peo!)le . :'ae n aco of t ue pc.or c: ontinucd ; 

l egal ai d b een.me les~ en d l e ss i r or t nnt, n nd t 1: e n:e r i t of Si vi ng i;o 

t he poor was mor e and 111nr e pr 1o c l a ii1 ea . I n t nP. 1;e\: ':'e s i.ar er t P.sr ec 4al ly 

i t ilns a u :...iqu.e por i tion auo nt; nll t 1~e vir tu e E. I n . .!att . 25 . 3 .!. -~ 6 , t h e 

t he for 11: of ::. l ms a r.d .r- rior s onal ::;~rvice . J e sus is re1.rcc en t eci a s 

s e ,; i z:e ( i.:et t •• 19 . ::?l J"Sel l t 1 r ~ tl.ou hn:.> t , ·• d r i ve t l' t he poor , s.nd come 

a ucJ follow IT'e . r :'no t or : c hs~ sucu t encl..i nfs a s , "Fea r God •11 th all 

: ~' r o : gn t , and g ive a l r"f f "r yo'l> r 0 1.-:i ,.,et-1 " . ( ::cr:r , l c J "Le t t h e l ood 

.ni c:11 ye lie c t.ow be for par1 .. u t c , o.nd k j !1c. r ed , nnd or phans , an d tho poc r , 

and t h P. ~:,rfnr er • • • Bcst c;.• ·,-:-j~ t ye c.su upar e . 11 (;l¢f, II , 211J I n i'a .:: t , the 

throe c· .r, ina l oisc iplirioa of t h e Chri~: t lan , :.:0 1 1amr :~o .... n , ru1d lle,: isi1 

t a i s ·o!"ir ..... s us t o t ii eol oty , t he suh ject of ~u e 11e::t chapter . 

/ I 

t I 
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.. i t h a people such as t he I sra elites ever y panse ~f l i f e hnd 

jts religious aspect ; l aw ~-is ecclesi eatice l l <m , goverrumnt wes t heo -

cr~tic , and c har i t y WJS r elici ou s . In s everal instances we have not ed 

t!'l e t heoloticnl t.tsp cct w1...efl consider ing t i e di f i'eren t met hoo s of cu o.r i ty . 

:i ~i s Chfipter is to be a summary of t ila t s ide o-f t ne questi on , bringing 

ou t toe couc epi;i ons of Go~ ano his relation to man ";";"hi ch mde t ue mo•j es 

of ci1.irity so accep t ab le a nd so i7iciely pr act i sed durine thF?t r p er iods 

of d ooinanc e • • The chief i~ eas ·:rnic h a r e ezpr e ssca tirrouc-houtx toe fi ild 

vf Bibl Leal li ter a t u re are t hat ~od f as owner o f ti1e land • clai ms llis 

share f or t a e n e oay , and toa t t1e wea lti1y ar e 1er sonally r es ~ons ible 
1 

fo r tbeir poor e r brothers . The~e i d en.s are b r ougL t ou t in su e !': r>ns sa g es 

as :>eut .15 . l~ , 11 , --"For t ne poor eilal': ~ever cea se out of t1 c lst!m ; 

ther efore I Cj~1;and t ree • •. op en t:::: hnn d t o t:--1e poor . " The lanci belong

eo t o Goci , -;-;'ho ha~ tiver. it t o Hi s peo ple , I sr~el . Th~:r 11or e du ty -

bo•rnr~ t o ::.11ar e t oe produ c e wi t h t be whole mass of the pe ople ·,-:oen in 

need , v1hether by s1ch d 1~ vices ns t he tr ienni !ll tithl) or the gl eanings , 

or by toe l :~te- :net1.od of gi v i.nt alms . 
_.-

Cuari ty is no~ o mat t. e r of f ree 

will , but of oblit;nti n ; cbarit-j iG r i&htct•u~ness , liS t he later use o f 

tLe :t'Ord ~f'~ wou lci si~ili fy . Although ci.a:rit ·· ts not i 1c .!.u de c; io e7or 7 

..; r i e e of t!le vi r tu e3 , i t a ppears in c. nor:ib c-r of t i em , from the b ur sos 

of Deu t . 24.19 to t hat of J ob 31 . J t ie , moreover , a human ohJ igation , 

apply iilG 3lsr to t he non- J ev.· and oven , in some rE"gar d s , t o the animaJ . 

Accor ... i ns t o t he usu.al ethi cs o f tne Bible , ch::r i ty i s t o be 

r e-:mr deo b] lle3si. ,.. . { I')'l~ . 2-~ . 1:3 ; Prfl7 . 21.l:; ; Ps . 41 . l J 11;:1°ssed is 

he that c 1.1 ch.creti1 tho po,r ; th13 Lor d v.-ill d el i wwT bi"!l in ti1ie of 

t r \.uble . n Virtue ls rermroed .,. . r.ate. ial prospe!'i t y , as eppear s in 

1. l' . ~ohJ.cr , in J e• .. ·ish Encyclorcdla . '1r t .Al "h>. Cherity , Poor . 
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Ezek.i.el 18 , thP great annouJlcemen t of indl vidual retribution . Here tile 

varinus sins f or '°:Oich punishment is t o be g iven ore enumera ted nt some 

len,sflb, incl uding t h e ta.kine of u sury, the refusal. of uu 1s , ana t he 

01J!)l"essioc of t he po0r . ThiR ethics is often thDrougb l.7 material i otlc , 

but it does incl ude tho importnn t co:nception tnat God is the :friend of 

t he poor , Will protect ilim, and will re":':ard t h e man \':'ho aids toe poor . 
e 

I n t h e eo.rly ti ''!e , t oe P,fiod of hospitality . the chief t ::eol -

06icnl aonception is tb.nt the ctr a nger is under divi ne or ot ecti on . The 

"o an of God " espooi a lly was r ec ei ved and o. lacd in ~ wnys . lie :!"ou n6 

enterta i:ument "tther ever he we.it , out of res pect f or bis r.ii ssion and for 
and 

his powers of b le.·sing Id cu r a ing . Charity mis in no sense option.el, 

curing ni ther tn:.s pci·too or tile one o f l egal r ecsures of relief; it 

was an ob ligation on the pnrt of the Bi ver , a r igi lt on t hn t of t he recep 

ient . The optlonal nature of ci1arity bc[ o.n ·.nth the spren d of t he 

cu stor.i of Ci vi nr; r>.lL!ls. I n t !le earli er ti1~cs it \."as u S' mHcb e. duty as 
0 

to ahstai n fror. 1.nei't or t o S;J !'P[ t t ne temple and tne !)Tiests . 

For that re:...sl').1 t1 e tei oo 11ws opers ted f or the !) en0fit 

pcor os well a s of tho pries ts . Both ~ere ~nd cr tile protection of Goa . 

So soon as an ob ec:t , - -fi rst :fruits , t l thes , vo·.vs , or r.hatever it tnight 

be , wos fo r bidd en t o the o\·mer , i t b~ca1Je the proper possession of the 

class v.ilo ~ere ~•der Cod ' s s pe ci.Gl care . I n somo cn see , the law of 

proper ty wes merely v.i. t hci r nwn for t1l e ti 10 being , a~ in the case of t h e 

! abbatical yea r , and a l l alike ;;ere t o sil.!l re i ll the produc43 of t ile fields 

and vinayerll s . :'il'? cii f:ferent a b j oc:ts ;.•hi ch '7er e te'ooo pr ov!. d ed a n 

e::ceplent fu nd for tJJe n eed y , of V1i1 om the land must w ve contained a 

lar ..;a n uinber . 

In a ccc.r da:lcc · .. 1. t h this , many of t 11e fe s tivuls wore ac c ompar: -

ir•d by '"c11::ts in -;-i) j c:n t he !>"' r could tskc p:irt . '!'he Deu terooomic law 
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proviucs ta ~ t a ll sacr ifi ces ore t o be e3teu at t he satlctx.ary e t Jer-

u.solem m t u t he servants a r.d t n-e poor . o.nd tnot at tne fe s tivals of 

Booths a11d Weeks in parti cltlar the poor , the Levi t @, a::i~ the wiuor. , are 
l 

to be i nvited . In II snm. 6 .19 , wile.11 the a r k is b rough t to Jerusalett, 

Jaiid fave to e~ch o f t~P. people"& cake of b~ead a nd a good piece of 

fl esh and a flat,011 of -;:ine. " iTehe,.. in observed t i1e sarnc cu s tmm, (Neh .a. 
9 - l:? )'' :'his ciay is holy • • eat tao "fat , and drin:t th e . v:o ct , and send 

portions to tneo f or ':':"'i1om nothing is prepared ." C:1ronicle s mention 

the custom three tj rne::;. ( I Chr . 16 . 3 ; II Chr . 30 . 24 ; 35 . 7 - 9 J with r egard 

to David , He zekiah , an<l also the gTeat Pass ,lver i n the eighteent~ 

year of Josiah . Both 7.ings and pr lnces are re rec enteci o s t i ving much 

f ood t o the c ongregat i on that all mi ht rejoic e ad equ a tely in the 

festiva ls . Finally-. this is oronined as ono of tn '3 c;11ef methods of 

o .; servinc t11e no ld.-i J of Puri i. (Esti.er 9 . 19 , 22J . Al l of th ese ins•ancos 

of t11e cu sto1 .. u:re post - e:.:ilic, witn the !10ssible o cepti otl of the one 
2 

in II Sam. , wlti e;; is \J i spu ted . 

Tile pro Airn t ic a P,rm .. ci:itioi1K of or . re ::;siCh~ anci inj".lS\.ice -ms 

alilnys carried on i1, tn~ n111ri e of Goci, as t, e protector of t1~e poor ond 

t he suprer:.e ur biter of moral stc.,oard s . "for t .)\l' ..>e tre1 sgTessi ons of t 
Isr~el, yea f or f our, I .ill ,1 - t i.Urn Q\VCY t he ru: isn.mcnt tnereof; 

because the~r solll the r : &ht eous f or silver and th., 1ocr f or D. pair of 

si1oe a ."{Amos 2 . 6 , 7J tt-;~tn rit,i:i~~ouaness ne si:all ju6t.e tha poor , a.ad 

rbpro7u ~ith oQ~ity for the meek o' the ear~1 . "(!s . ll . 4J "Is not this 

toe fast that I have chosen: t n l " ose the bonds of r.i d:euness ••• rs i t 

not to denl thy brond t o t o'? hungry, e ..• d that thou bring th~ poor that 

are c.'l?tt out to ti1y no•;~e?" (I c . 58 . 6 - tl ) All ri[n"teou s:Jes•' is "&aught 

l . Iout . 1~ . 1 7 -19 ; 16 . 9 -15 . 

2 . Driver co .... i u..,,rs t nis nas::.:it;e l nte , but Cor nill Cl. l ei Beanett and Ad cney 
nsc~iLe i t ~n J , ~~d Steuer ru?eel t o Sn(jrobebly1 , oqu ivLJlent ~o J . 



in t Ge nnme of God~ , and espec i a lly charity . f or ~e i~ "a God that loveth 

tr1e strnnger , in i;i7ing hir.; fo ods; a nd ra.irnen t . "( Deut . l0.18J 

God is con"tinual ly r epresented as coring for t he r1hole people 

and i n especial f or the poor . " ~ae Lord will des troy t he house of the 

!lrou d , but he uill os t ::lbli s h ·wne b ond.er of t he 7ii dow. "( Prov. 15. 25J 

" :'nou ba st been aa stre r45ta to t a13 p oor . a stren t. t h to the needy in 

his distres~ ."( Is . ~5 . 4) "ITe prcservetn bbt the l ife of the wicked, 

but giveth right dl o t he poor . " (Joi~ 36 . 6 .1 5J A numlH~r of citotions o:! 

:nis l:ind oc cur in Psalms, \':ith t i.e u.: deci ci if:f~cfllty , however , that 

t 1.e ,.: rd " pnor " as used t i1ere oft r:n s i gnifil}s t he pitiu s I sr aelites , or 

t ne en t i re coinr..u."Jity of cr:s , or e7 en a pnrty or sec t o f t i1e p• ople . 

!t is , fJ,o reov .:-r, extremely diff icult t o s~y in ar-y pa rt icular case · 

just 7:hlch r.iennine r;il ~uld b e givau t o the w• rd . On t h e other hand, 

'l"1i1atevar precise metlilin.._ miy n t ·a,tc11 to the t <>l'r.'1 , in c;eneral it means 

poor j n any case , bec~use t ile pious were vcr · o f ten t !1e p o'J r , and the 

,·;o r d ..-:hen nr>pl1ed to thl'l Israeli t .3::; refe1·s t o t11em ... s poor in co)j trast 

t o,4thei r oppressor s . Tnere,Ore ti~~ t eol ogic:ij__ si'-n: f ical-:.ce :>f t Jle 

term is not a.t t P.rco by its sycci~l u ses . 

':'he .P~;· .. lmi et s ::!re v ·-:r:{ st:nnt; i 11 t i1et r e::rress i ous oi Cod 's 

e;:pectct.i cn of t ne poor s ro1 : not pori si1 f o:-e -:e:r." ( Ps . 9 . l S ; Se'? a1so 

Ps . 10. 2 - 18 ;1?. . 5 ; 109 ; J 6,2~ , :.n ) 11:!c r~:iF"eth t h e poor out of t he 

d :rnt , and l ift· t 11 ui tic ne ty from t ac d mlthill ; :;u.at he may set him 

·-it ii }lr inces , o7ea :·: it!:l ti. '1 "Princ e::.> o f his e\lpl e ." (P£. 113 . 7 , 8 ; ese also 

I Jl\:11 . 2 . O ; I.ls • ., 07 . :56, 1n J " HP. ei1all juoc;e ti .e poor of the p eople, he 

'>il'lll sa ve tile ci1i..J'1 r en of -th/'.' llP." <l ] , u:>o sba.11 brenk i n p.ieces the 

Of! rese r . "~ !> :;.. 7 ~ . 2~ . 1 ::! -l:: J Cod i ~ " fl f ·1ther of t•,e f::. t hcrless , and 

.::i jiJ J ~ o f t..e tr idn;s".( r 1· . 06 . ~ , l C; !.>9 . 33 : l'.".2 . 15 ; 14 0 . l~ ; 146 . 7- 9 ) 

~i::~· i"' il~llUt. i~t i11to r:i~.1 :' a p:i::::yer uddre ssed t Cod .--"For g et 

"'"
4 1.•o ,...,.,c-rorr rt:in, n i' th·.r DOt') r :fc·P.-;- r. ''( ~S . 74 . 19 , Sl ; 8: • • , 4 .J 



"Bo.-: uo·.-:u t11ine onr, 0 J..o r o ; hear m.1 , ; e r I am poo:c and ner;dy." (Ps.86 .l) 

:t come s into mo~ n r eblll:e o f tl1"! p eorle , as well in tne ?sulr.i s e:1d 

! r ove"!"bs as i n tht speeclies of t he prophets . "Ye nave s11a1:-!eu t11~ couns-

el of t :.e poor , because t .1e Lorv .is h is r efu.;c . 11 ( Ps. l 1! . 6 J I u nll of t hi s 

t~e Lreat princl!lc of morali t y stanJs o~ t very cleorl~ , - -God i s t ne 

r !'Ot.: ..: tor o f t t 1,c poo r; in 1.:.J:e r:!2!1HeT .;J. ~11 -;je pro t .;:c t ~ 1.e p O" r• C.od 

'.,i.C' ~o .:- r lenJ ctt t o t o•· Lord , nnn ti .at -;-:n:elt hf'! .• ntr. t. .i ven •.ill Be 

p~ ;,; i li S.gE..lD • 11 
( :Pl'C' V . 1 9 . ] 'i ) 

One tr.ore .: a'elcri"ler t, bo~ev er , ..:ru: r.> to ~ .. c cc11.ce! ti 

is u ot fouJ d i n ally o ';Ler ~ ibl ic~. l b oot , -;,u -r~ tt e on l :: rnc -::;Lod s of 

n t on0r..cnt o : c t i:c r itual o: i e~ ,- - !"l~ <; rificc , s ,:apc[ont , aac t he lif e ,--

a ud t ilc pur t1 r •' !'aJ i ti i: 11 , 1. t b:· t he prophe '.,s af t:-.c onl:· neons of 

s. t (. !JnfJ9nt w~ ti God . au~ \'.i t .i t._e; ~ver r cmt.•r Tt')E>l" ect c.c c.or o ed t c c.lr·s -

S{ e; r· f:c e . :'hi~ ru.:: ::?. ''ertil e c " .cert i nn i n t bG t-~·es <' f later think-

ors ~ .. cl z.-riter ... . '."he Booi: 0f ~ohit t el ls us( l . 8 J ,"Gooc i~ pr:...:; er 
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and it ..;h a ll pur e e aPa J all sin." Ben Sir~ cil con$mi DS t he s e.l:le do c 

tri11 e , "Be not fainthl)or t ed in t hy pr a yer, and nef l ec t no t t o girtn 

clml> ."(7.J OJ ·~l:.e I!e'\":' Tec "'.;t. r:en t specks o: t en of t i.lis , as in t he nell

k110'7n pc ssage in Acts 10. 2 - 4 , "Thiae alms and t h::- prayer s ar e gone U J'l 

fo r a tenorial b ef· rc God . " 

A great develcpmel.t pr oceed ed fr om tile Bihl j ca l tdc~s enu 

nrnci;iscs of c l.ari t :;, a d e··elo!1rJ1en t participnted i n by t hr ee rel i1"ions . 

~his o e\elvpment <.es i n t-:: o ciirec.:tiotls , tte 01 e ~lori fyicg tl1e pl)or 

nnd coir.{; cver ythir.t to i4'!r ec sc trie.:r :iu~b er n.nd to r.3.(nif~· their 

'' ir::u:e, the other mai: i !le f o r instit"ui; i onnl cilarity mid t nc :elicf of t he 

poir vJi t i10u t e rnphnsj :: i l'.:.(_ hi s cond iti cn or tz.c virtue 1 f his benefr.. c 

to r . Ua fortuh~tely, tbe le t~er tendency wus b y f~r ti~ sc ull e~; the 

ent i r e medi• eval syster c : chn· ity wuo e. dol!iber~te mnnufuct'"Ure of 

pau!'e r ~ . O •. l y as pre ::crved by t ee Je-. s, t?.nc not e lwuys c..mor.g t heo , 

d id tle o t i:!er t e?iCl ":"CJ surv i 7e . Bibli(1t::l c earity is s:uperi or i i::: ita 

motives , its 11.ct hod:1. a nd its res.u! t s tc moat o~ t !.e c 11J1rit:, , botr. 

.:re..-tish and Christ~en. l.'!.iCh suc e cde1: i t . 
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CRAPTE?. yrr . T!:!!D? .• HCIES FC?. FUTURE D£VELOP~JiT . 

Yost of the charity of the post -Biblical epoch, up till moder n 

times , wa s foUJJded upon almsgiving as its model . The 1U.shna and Talmud 

show a very elaborate development , but al.ms is alwnys t he bast s and 

~ettern of t he entire sysjcc . The Liisbna. it is true . discusses and 

o ecide~ very carefully all the legal questi ons that ari se under the law 

fr the poor , such as the amount t aat mu.st oe left at the corne~s of 

ti:e f ield , and tbe way o! giving tne tithe;, but most of t his discussion 

r:as pur el y theoretical , a s 'the ~e s traction of the '!' emple an d tile exile 

of t ile Je-:· s fro o Pales tine for ced t :r.e lav: iLtc disuse. On pr LSc:tical 

t opics , the matter of ci'i..er 1 ty is divid ed into t\\O perts , ~ ,,~ or alms 

gl Ving , and ,"&n .a1~ • .. AO!' deeos of kinlfne·~ s . Thes e were not divided by 

any aar o and fast line , and t he latter included mueh th.at wee almsgiving, 

cowb i ning it with per soru?.l serYice . The fact i s that even the personal 

ele~eir.; , desiruble a~ i t is in a l J charity , does not destroy t ue n~ ture 

of almsgiving a nd ch!:nge it intc. somet ninc el s e. 

Alms(ivit.t is gi ven a t i gh nlace i n al l the l i teratur e of 

~altuud i c tiitef I t iE pr aised 'llV'itu t he aypcrbolic meta phor s of the 

Orient . t!ho•:irg t ha t t$hej>f. Tora :n bc£ ins ~a ends r.i th works 6f benevol 

ence , fr om Cod ' s clotbj ng of Adam and Eve i 11 t.ie Garden o~ Eden t c his 

buria l of ~oses in the v& l ley of ilt . PisGah . ~he wb~le field of bene -
u 

vol ent action , i ncl,(i ins bo th altns anc d e~ds of k indness , is divided 

int o s even main branches of c, .:.. ri ty , of \'1hi cn some are included i n esch 

subdivi sion , wlli.itie SCime are menti oned i n e i ther at \'7ill . These s even 

ur e almos t oll fo~rnd ea OL Bit:li cal preced ents , were P.labor atcd b:; the 

Essenes , and a r e enumer a t ed ( f &r t he mos t partJ i n tac New Testament 

( ..:.att . 25 . 35-39 / . 7ha~· a r e ; f eeding t he nu.igr~, and ~ivi ng crtnk to 
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the thj.rsty ~ clothi11g the naked, visiting the sick, burying the dead, 

redeem:l.ng the captive, educating the fatherless, and. :providing d.owries 

for poor maidens. These were the fund.amental observances/of charity 

for the Jew a.u.:ring the long centuries of ex:tle and. oppression, and some 

of them, su.ch as the ransom of captives, had. only too mu.ch occasion 

f'or exercise. 

Tho general pol:t.cy of both syn.agog and church was to give 

·alms a1; every possible oppo:btuni ty.. It was the uni ve:r.sal desire to fi.nd. 

pious men who would take alms from the pious who, by some good. fortune, 

was world.ly enough to have alms to give.. Charity was no longer a right 

1 "of the remiplent; he had nothing ·to a.o wi i;h it. Charity was now a 

\

sou.roe of merit in the gi 'V'er, a means of atonemen·t, a i·oaa to heaven. 

The poor was valTted. because through him thel~e was a way to attain eter .... 

' nal bliss.. rrhe :phrase' "H.igh'teousness saves :from a.ea th"' was now react t 

·"~?-.ri~_l saves from d.eath11 and inscribed on the chari ty-bmrns. The 

methoa of giving, it is true, was often unobjectionable; giving was 

best in secret~ accord.ing to the New Testament ana the Talmud as well; 

personal contact mad.e gi vi:ng very often a valu.able factor to both giver 

and. recipient, but the general tena.ency was one vi.hose fruits show in 

later times in the beggars once so common in the Jewish community, and. 

f:ltill to be found in numbers in places, like Italy and Turkey, where 

the old religious conce:pt:i.on of' oha:r.ity as being a. gooa. thing for the 

giver (ignoring whether lt helps o'f harms the receiver) stlll holds 

sway. The final effect may be jud.ged. from the wo:r.d.s o:r. J?rof. C.H. 
l 

He:na.erson, 0 The methmos ·which the Church employed. in relieving desti-

tution were su.ch that they often aggravated. rather than remedi!!d. the 

l.Mod.ern :Method:a of Chari-by,p.166,167. 
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evil",.. 1I.'he motive of' SLlOh giving ~s the Church's inculcation of the 

doctrine that almsgiving was a means of grace to the giver .• " This 
I 

point of view iB summed. U.:P in the well-known passage (l\/Tatt. 4.19-20; 

:&uke 12.33,34) "Sell that you have and give alms; make ~t'or yourself 

purses which wax not old, a tret;1.sure in the heavens, that fai:teth not, 

where no thief a.raweth near, neither moth destroyErth. n This obviously 

is based. on such texts aw Ps. 85.12; Is.58.8 and. Prov.ll,.30,. · At the 

saine time it comes more d.irectl~v from the story vvhioh is told. of 
1 

Queen Helen of Ju'Uabene and. her son (Tosefta Peah 4,.20; Baba Bathra 12a). 

When reproached. for sending money to Je:rusa1em for the poDr cluring a 

·.~.famine, the king sa:ta_~ 0 My fathers gather ea treasures on earth; I 

·: shall gather treasures in heaven. M:y fathers gathered treasures where 

'\ ·meves can lay hana.s on them; I, where :no man can take them; my 
~.~ 
; fathers have gathered treasures that perish, I , for a world that d.oes 

\1, no·t perish." The id.ea is beau ·tiful that by thought for the necessities 

of the neea.y one may a~d his mvn salvo. ti on; the outcome was not worthy, 

in that it led. to p;pomiscu.ou.s giving and to oha:r.i ty merely from a selfish 

' motive and without thought of the ultimate results. 

A different d.evelopment the wo:rld owes to the Jew as well, 

which Cl.id not grow as it should d.uring the mediaeval period, but is 

springing into frui tage today, tbe movement to·ward. o:rgat'.ni zed. cha:ri ty. 

This movement aims solely for tha benefit of ·the reoipi ent wi. thout 

reg·ara. to the pleasure or the aavantage of the giver of relief. It is 

impersonal i.n its motives» although it mu.st be personal i.n the highest 

a.egree in pl:actise th.at it may have worthy re:sults. Thim movement is 
l 

certain.J.y of Jewish origin, ana_ probably sprang :from the sect o:f JiJssenes ~ 
.... ...,., ............... 
1 .. K.Kohler: Mistorical Deveill.opment of Jewish Charity. 
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;.ho mannged , among their pietistic prayers n~~ baptisms , to do soue tirings 

which still r elll!liD as a moaumant t o t heir genuine religious fervor • 

':'nei r institu tions wer ad.mpteo by the Jewish corlIITUD.31 ort;;aJl:bzat ions and 

aftecwur d by t ne Chu rch . so that t hei r devotion anci orig inali t:1 bore 

ric n fruit . The twc chief of t heir in s titution s for the poor . if'nich . 

al though supnorted by ~lmtJ ratoer thnn by r egulur dues, were admiBis 

tered i o s ome\vnat different fashion , were thP. ;i ~'f or c hartty box, 

and t h e •til~Jl or ciHirlty bowl (as we sbou l6 call ii; now, soup -kitcbenJ~ 

1he former was in charbe of two pious men , 0 1 the most respected in 

';he c omtJuui ty , am was uset. for the pertnallent su pport of wha te7er poor 

wcro d'1 pendeot oa t ne co!lgregati on . A.."'lonymi t y wns tilu s assured t o 

both elver a nd recipi ent , a nd support was attend ed t oo t t1Je same tl!!ae 

.1ith self-res p ect . T.ne c flarity bowl w:1s in charce of tnree men , and 
11.S 

w: s used t o collect fo od fror.i the hou~e-Wi ves , \":hie b w&11-e t:pplie \~ t o 

imu:edia te needs of th~ 1.u ngr y . It wus especially used on .:'riday eve 

ni nt . ... :::ien the uv~rage hou senold had a 'Batter mes l t han u susl and \Vnen 

even t he -poor s hou l o nave a r i g; t t o the r ettoi ci ng of tue Sal:ibatb . 
- 1. 

A t hird i nsti ti-t ti on wh i.cL o~es its or igin t o the Essene s is prob:1oly 

t .. -3 ilospi t c l, or temp o •11" •• shel t er -hou se for t he peor or for t raveller s . 

Tnis -.ms called O " J~ ..11•1 . n•n,t'I( 'l.or G'' ' ;i .JI'~, will.le J.11 l a te med iaeval t i nes 

i t rec el ved t oe name of UJ1-p;i . str anger s wer •~ r ec eivo6 here ru1d 

nouseo fo r tne time being , t7hi ee the dependent could a.1 wa;•s :'ind 3 shel 

ter . I n l~ter ti 'tles tills was usuall y ae:.t t th1; syn:it; og and at times 

W:JS even a part of the s~~e str~ c ture . Jer ome ncko~ledges t he i n debt -

edn os s of tho Christ ian Church t o the Je;:s for this in sti tutio:i when he 

calls it "a b r ::i.nc ll fron Abrahmn ' ~ ter ebinth" . In a ddition to tnese 

we fi oa a n.; r::b.)r o f soci eti eH, JI n :l.n ,f"r ta e pu:rposo of earnine; merit 

ia crwrit&llle works of various sped.al i e ci kinds , such s s tnoJe Rlraudy 

li:3tcd a.s t u." chl!ef \": •·rks o-f charity . 



The final tend.ency which found its basis in the Bible was the 

Ebionite movement, with its glorifioation o:f the lot of. the poor. This 

shows first in the l?salmst then in such passages as Matt.10.9,10.42 

(see IJuke 9 .3-5;10.4-8; .Mark 6.8 ... 10), where JeS'ltS ins-tructs the d.:l.s ... 

cipleB to a.epend. on ohari ty d.uring their wand.erings, or on the one in 

Luke 20. 6 (Matt. 5 .3), "Blessed. are ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of 

heaven." The ta.ea now beoame. not merely ·that it is good. to give cha1·ity, 

but also tba·t it is merito:r.io·us to receive charity. The legitimate su.c

oessor of this was the vow of poverty d.emana.ecl by the church of its 

ministers, and. the begging friars who were completely d.ependent u.ptbn 

alms as they wand.axed about the country. The ol:.d conceptiont tha:t riches 
r 

~e the reward of merit• ·was now completely reversed, and the saying 

wa\always how hard. it is for a rich man to en·ter the kingdom of heaven. 

~ A SJ?eoia.1 phase of this, and. one which was short ... livea., is the 

communism which we meet in the fou.rth ana. fifth chapters of. the book 

of Acts.. The sit-u.ati.011 there is not; at all clear, as th:r.ee a.ivergent 

statements og the si tua;t:Lon are given t that all the property was put at 

the a1sposal of all the bre·thren( Acts 4 .. 32), that there was a general 

sale o:f property ana. a common fund.( 4 .34; 2 .45), and that there was 

volun:t,ary sale wherever a man with prOJ?etty so desired( 5 .4; 4 .. 36}. Ii; 

appears probable tha:t conununism was never i)ractisea. for long by the 

early Christian ohu:rch, a1though they were undoubtedly Ebion:l tes • 

. As Biblical charity, in its three great period.s. is d.epenaent 

on the soc&il ana. enonomic condttion of the nation, so in the post

Biblical epoch we have church-charity, in both the Christian a.nd.9( Jew-

ish religions, and its method. tiepends on doctrine as well as need.. Al thoug'b 

it was 011 a loWf)r basis than the ohari ty of the Bible, it did. great work 

1rn.d.er its dj.ffe:r.:ant oircumstanoes and. led. to the d.iffering cond.l tions 

a:nd. the di:fferent remedJ.es of the :presen·t day,. 
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