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Int roduct ion 

The wrlt <z r of t h i s 111ork ha s d i v ide d it i nto t.wo sec t ions . 

The f i rs t '.-' ill c oncer n i t se l f wi th a su rvey of the life a nd work 

~f S. D. Luzza tto: the sec ond conce rns it ~e l f mor e particul arly 

" ith his b i blica l e xegesi s as r e fl ec t e d in his comment ary to 

Deute r onomy. The ana lys is of t h is work h a s di r ec ted it s e l f in t o 

seven c l ass ifi c a ti ons . The f irs t dea l s ··· I th his use o f Midra sh 

~nd Apca dah: t he second cente r s about hi s i nt e r pr eta tion of the 

t heolor ica l ma t e r ia l i n the book of Deute ronomy : t he th l ~d is 

h is inte r~re ta ti on of the h i storic ~ ! ma t e r ia l: t he f ourth h i s 

u~e of r abb inic and other sour ces in h i s comments : t he f ifth 

luz za t to ' s i nter pr e t at i on of Deuter onomy ' s halac h ic ma t e ri a l : 

the s i xth tha t oa r t of the com-~ntary wh i ch r~ l l s unde r none of 

the other headlnps , "'hich we sha l l ca ll exe 9es is : aml the ~ \?Ve nth 

~ nd l as t c l as-if i c a t ion deal s with his use of a raJmnar ~nd i n t e r ­

pr eta t ion of n ramiBtical d i ffi c \llties . I t 1s t he intent of the 

wr ite r to r r esent an ade -ua t ~ p ictu r e of t his com· entary unde r 

t~ese he8dL1os ; a nd las tlv , to con ... l ude with a description and 

cha r act e r iza t i on of Luz za t t o 1 s exege sJs as r e f lected in this 

,,,r it i n9 . 
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Chapter I 

~1 1 Isr ael, :\S lonn as J ews will ex i s t, s ha ll a l 1vav s l aud 

the dav u oon which Samuel Dav id Luz za t to ras born. In every age 

t he "Or ld has :> reduce d men '"hose ea r 1 ies t i nf a ncy foreshadowed 

t he ir f uture o reatnes ~ . S . D. Luz zat to ' s fa ther ~~s t have found 

the br i ,,htest an tici pation c once rni nc U e ch ild a l most f rom his 

fi r s t utte r ance . "The c ue s tlon na tura l Iv a ri ses ," s ays S::i ba t o 

Mora is in hi s Italian Hebre~ Lite rature~ "under ~hose ou tdance 

"' e r ~ s uch t~ lent s to be entru s t ed ?" We le:n r - om a Ps::i lm, he '1 

~Ofit inue~ , t'~ t hP f r a t e rnal ha nd i mn l ~ n ted he i ir s t se eds 

"h!ch bor e such luxuria nt fr u it . A.1 1 Europe treasures h i s pro­

duct.tons -- a l or" ··It h thos e of Me nde l ssoh n and Wesse l y ; whil e 

I t a l v has 3ss i r n ed hi m a p l ace next t o De l Medigo di Ros r i a nd 

L2on d e Modena . For he combine rl ~ l th I nte ll ectual acumen ; nd 

pr ofounrl kno .. ·l e dbe a f l ow o f d iction tha t f orced u.~ mind back 

to •hp d2•rs ·'hen Hebi·ew was a 1 i ·· i n"' l anoua~e . 2 To Luz za t t o, 

t hat wa s ~ i~ li fe ' s idea l, h i s c oa l, hi s ambition the r estora-

ti on of Hebrew to it s f orme r p t ~ ry a nd p r ~sti ge . In com1:e nting 

on ~hP. or oduct s of this bril l i a nt lumi na ry, Mor3 l s s t ate s tha t 

Lu z-, t • o burn ed with a zea l fo r J uda ism a nd 1 we !>f God . 3 He 

rou ht VPh ement " a gai ns t t he d &noe rO'i S theories of Spinoza. 

Hi ~ eY.ce llent Ita l ta n v e r s i on of t he da ll •r s t? r v ice a nd of a por -

lion of he Sc r i ptu res mad e? his name a b-1- word in t he land of 

h i~ birt h . H i ~ contr ibuti ons o ~orelpn lite r a t u re, !'l l s r e ady 
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answers to obs truse r uestions , hi s cor d ial a s s i s t anc e to a ll men 

of let ter s dr ew h i m t he admi r a t ion of stud~nts a nd sc ho lar s . It 

is not su r pr l sln0 the r e f ore t hat he wa s ca l led t o the Coll ege o f 
4 

Padua . 

The Li fe of Luz za t l o 

~ .D . Luz ~at to , or She da l, phi l ol o~ i st, poe t a nd bibl i cal 

ex~gete , was born a t Tr iest e , Ita l y on Au9us t ZZ, 1800 a nd die d 

at Pa dua , Sept embe r 30, 1865 . His fa t her, t hough a t anne r by 

trad~ , had suc h kno· l edoe of lhe Scrip t u r es as mi oht he l p h irr 

i n f u r t he ri n - t he bov ' s educa ti on . At the age o f f our he s t udied 

Ta l mud u~der \br aham ~ l ie 1 e r Ha l ev i , ch i e f Rab~ i of Tr i es te and 
5 

d istinr uishe ~ p i l ou li s t . He a l so s t ud i ed anci e n t a nd mod~rn 

l a nauages und~ r Ra b hi Mark l sa "'c C o lo~:ma , Le on Vita Sa r ave l and 

Rapha e l Ba r uch Segr e "'hos e fOn- in- l aw he late r bec amr.: . At a n 

ear l ·• ~o e , he ev inc,.. 1 a t as t e for ~eetrv :: nd v• ou l d try h i s hand 

a t rhlme~ i n T t ~ l i an ~nd ~~brew . I n 18 1 1, he r eceived a s a prize 

Montesauieu ' s , Cons i de r ations Su r Les C~use s de l a Gr a ndeur de s 

Rom:!! i ns , a wor 1< '"h l ch contri but ed much l o lh~ deve l opment of hi s 

c r itica l fa c u l ties . A discoverv~ a copv of Onke l os l ed h i m to Ir' ' • .+> 
'!I.." (_ •• 
~ cv 

studv Ara~ ic . At t he aa e of 13 , uz za t to was withdr a·.vn from -r~ ..... , ~; 

school attendin~ onl v the l ecture s in 
~Y\. 

~"1 ·-'" Ta l mud of Abr aham El i eze r , .J V ' t' 

Ha l ev l. Whi l e read l na "Avn Yakob" , he came to the conc l us ion 
t"'r;....1. ~~, 

that. th l' v 0wel s a nd accent s rt i d no t e xi s t i n th~ time of the 
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T~ lmudists and t h a t the Zoh~r mus t be of a l a t e r 

In 1814, t he r e beoan a most tryin~ t i me f or Luz zatto. He 

had to do all tne housewor k , inc l ud l no cook lno , ? nd he l pinp his 

fa t he r i n his work ~ s a t a nner. By the end of 1815 , he ha d com­

< 
r osed thlrtv- sev e n poems which form part of h is Kinno r Na irn, and 

in 18 1 1 , he completed hi s Wia 1 ama r Ha- Ni kud , a pamph l e t on He brew 
6 

punctua t i on. In 1818 , he b e gan to wr ite his Torah ~idreshet , a 

phi l ' SOphica l , t he o log ica l work of . .,hich he composed onl y t wen t y-

" 7 
f our chao t e r s , t he fi rst twelve b 2 i no published i n Kokche Ylzcha k . 

At firs t his Pa r ents wanted h i m t o fol low a trade , bu t young 

luz zatto obj ected v e r " s tre nuous l y . Howe ver , in orde r to av oid 

Pa r nin ,., a 1 ivel ihood bv Lhe performance of me ., ial tasks, he gave 

le s sons ·11hict were v e r v diff icult to secur e . In 1824 , he t1ad to 

denend e n tlre l " uo o r. h i s own re s ource s , sup'"'ortin9 h i mse lf by 

i v i n~ lesc:ons i nd cont r i butin - lo the "Biklm r P. lt l m" . ln 1829, 

~e ~as called to he nd t h e Ra b~ inica l College a t r~dua . 

A 

He r e, we S Pt> t hat his l ite r a r· · e f f orts found muc h ·vi de r 

s cope and out l e t . A com~enta rv Lo Isa i ah , accompanied ~ · Pn 

I t al ia n tra <s l ation ·•as u nd r taken f o r ' he bene~it of his pup i l s . 
8 

T·.·• o e mi n r.> nt Ge r ma r. sc ho 1 ars consciou s of the va I ue of the maste r:ty 

p r oduction . _ s t~ ert t hat il be trl'l ns l a t ed i n to the ir He r nacular . 

LJz -a tt o , however eaoe ~ in hi s de s i r e to dif ruse t he Hebrew 

tor~ue , rejecte d l he i nv itation. I n th i s e it.i o n of Isa iah , 
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Luzzat to fi r s t took the bo l d s te p of r eadino in 2_0~ 

r~' . (-;,..,, h ~ltf f'OTYP~·. ~ (, ~k; a nd i n a let t er to Rapooport , .Auqust 
....... ~ 9 

?,, 18Z9, remarks i n G"' r man : 11 • · ~ s s a ge n Sie , me i n He rr ? 1st 
e. 

n ich t da , d i e w~h rheit s ilbs t?" It i s of i n t e r e st to note here 

t he a t t i t ud e wh ich he e xpre s ~ed t owards biblical cr i ticism i n a 
IO 

l e t •e r t o Ra p popor t da ted ..1anuarv 28 , 1A31: l ch i'.an rn? de ine 

Ans i c h t b e sn lich e ~~ i re r lrrth"me r I - de r Au fze ichnu ~r de r 

Text e nt c ht tr- ilen. Wi e i c h e s le~t •· uspr eche , so 9 l au be i ch 

e s auch in me l r en l n ' e ~n , da s Im Penta t euch du r ch d i e Mus s p r s t e 

Sor9 f?l~ l, ·11e lche zu a l 'en Z ite n f lir se i ne Corre c the it v orha nd en 

' ''a r, ?ucl' n i r:h ._ i ., e i ne m Buch s t aben r nend· i r e e i n Feh le r vo r -

l l ege . J e d uch ffi'J~S ich fe ~tehen, das ~ be i de n il b ri ge n Bnche r n 

de r hP i l ecen chri ft ~ i ~e ~o lche Sorc fa l ~ nPcht i mrre r re terr scht 

l- a be und dahe r o ft Sc ?- r " i f ,.. 1 e r "Orge nom"'-en ~e i n rn '3gen . .4 1 l e r-
-v. f' 

d i r rs d u b1?'.1'a hs t i n De inem I n - ern d.,. s Gehe i mn l s . da s ~ 2uch im 

Te · t e de s P"' n t n t e uc h s v e r s c h e "d i ne Feh l e r vorh~nden s e ien . Nur 

w l l l 3t tit: he i :ie :i Au s tos~ v or Un"• i s s~ nd • • :" rl?mit e rrege n u nd0 r 

rl- 1- e r darHt-e r n 'cht l a ut s?r e c hen , worin Du auch oh1e Zwe ife l 

r ~ c h t '" a ~ • . , 

Befo r r t he t i -e of Luz za t o , t he c:- t ud· • of r amra. r throurh t he 

c or.\.ur il?!' harl be e n \:oe f ul 1 ·· ne c l ec ted ; " nd to Lu zz<\l o is e lve n 

t~ e crPd i t ro r c a l l tno i ts a t tent i o n onc e a ga i n t o t he Jews o f 

It I v . Thus , i n 1836, h e "'Ub l i "'ht:'d h i s Gr a m- a tica de l l a li noua 

:iP r - Ica at Padua . Bu t t r a t · h ich se -rrs to have e n~ros zed a l 1 

t i ~ a t • on~ ions w- "' a d - ~ i r e t o 'l r ~ent ., cor -. r e h es iv e v i ew of 
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Juria i~m. To ac h i ev e this he c :-mp o s e rj a work Tr?ologia Mora l e ,, 

~ work divided into two hundred l essons . Luzzatto ' s thou9hts 

mav be ~t be illust ra t ed bv he fol l owi n - na sc:a ge t - ken from the 

e fa Ce • 11 If in a l 1 - a t t t .. t I ""r · ,., e r s en r u s e ·s o m'l tuition, h av e a l-

W?"s rlP 0 metJ it ~ dutv t o endeavor stre nuous lv t hat mv i n s truc tions 

~;ou l d sui' the degr e ,.. of culture a lreadv atta i ne rl bv the pup ils 

" :"Id l t.e i mnortant ~ tation t h e"';· il l occupv in Soci e t y , when I 

~a s ?. bou t nr Ppari nr a cou rse in moral heo l ogy , I fe l that the 

ob l i n; tion wa s a s till mor e ho l v one . l./y s ou l wa s de Pp l y impr es-

s ed "' ilh the iwoe rat iv e neces c: it·1 o f su pn l " i n9 the ne Pd~ of the 

fu tu r P t eache r s nd s he r h e r d s o f Israe l v l t h clear a nd just I deas 

o: the mor~ l i ·.· of Juda i sm, ~ o tha t t hey ml ... ht , i n due time , im-

· a rt in it s own purity that r e li c-ion, · ·hich , when drawn from i t s 

p r l a r " sou r r e s , to v it , t he ho ly Scr i pture and tra diti on , is 

e mi nen t l v s oci a l a nd p r omotive of t he mo r t he~lthful s t a te of 
l Z 

c i· 1 i l i zati on . " 

Cne o f Luz za t t o ' s rros l importa n t works i s rd ~ Ohe l:> Ger , 
13 

oub l I ~ he1 or"" " e a r a f ter tlie as sump tion of h i s duti es a t Padua , 

If" th!~ ···c ..- l· tP cor :-ec ' ~ the poor t e x l of Onkel l s a d1 in many 

~ertl nent re~a rks r e oR rdi nn t he 0 ramw~r , c ha r acte r , and exe ge -

lic a t pec u l i riti e! · f t he Ta r oum. He ·»a ~ the fir s t amono phil<>-

1 " "1~t s t o na•r atten tion to Sr riac es eci c:llv in i t s r e l a tion to 

Ta r 0uJT1 ? S •·:e l l a~ o t h e dl a l :?ct of ~he SR ma ritans . and t o the 

pr or ounc i ation of Hebrew . Anal vs i s of the Oheb Ge r , il s pur pose 

and i nl Pnt , a nd sc ope r~v be s t be Il l ustra t ed~· his pr e fac e which 
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the writer take~ oc ca.sion to pa.re.phr ase the text as clos~ly 

to t he oriRi nal as po ~Riblei 

" After the Jews returned from Eab~·lon a t t he end o,,. t he 

seventy year the:r dwel t among the idole.tors, t hey well-n i gh had 

forgot their own tongue.They inte~ingled among the peoples 

to a very large extent .conseque tl:· there Vle re i'ew who 

~1derstood the l anguBbe of the Torah.The~' oould not s pea ·: Hebrew. 

Thus , in t he readinG of the 8cript ures.1t was neces· ary ,to 

explain the l anguage t o the people.The "Meforash" a i: r e:ferred to 

in Neh. 8 i s the Targum. From tha t time one ,thou.::;h dwelling in 

their own land securel y ,Pales tine,Aramaic still continued to 

be s~oken among the people.Hebrew war used e~ medium amonc scolars 

and Hebr ew w· s r efer r ed t o e.s the ~,.-;, ;,-r; f or i t was no longe1· t he 

la.."lc;uBl;e of the masses and wa? used only fo r s acr ed par po sea , while 

t he common l an uac~ of all the poeule-the poor and t he rich , t he 
15 

pr iest and t he l a. man was .kre.maic . The question arise s •' why 

did not t he peo9 e fo r r,et 1 t ~n t heir re t urn to Palesti Le ? 1 Jew~7 

did no t r eturn a s one concertd hroJ p , and they ~~.me back i n strag­

elin~ number s,and ea.ch small sec t i on that came back spol:e only 

b.rama1c .And t hruout the d :'s of the t empl e t he cus t om continued 

:;,f interpi- ?tin g t h e Tor ah ora lly ;i t wa~ never . ri t ten dov-n and 

became Torah B~al Peh.Then durint; t he Second Temple their were 

redac t ors who edited t he Torah for t he people;and to make it 

f'.Vailable for t he redin(:; publi c 1 t had to be in Aramaic . The 

al so cam t o be wr itten in Ar 9.IIlaiC and there was no re-

6 
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s triction on the use of the l an ouage : but there we r e 

var i ants in the lanoua~e of the Ta r pum s ince it was a 

ma t te r t ha t was be i nc oas ~ed down fro- maste r to dis-

c i pl e . And ·10 to Onke 1 os, t r e r e ·.••a s neither rote nor 
16 

rul e I P r egard to t he l anguage l 1 

"Onkelos HaGe r, was the i nd ividua l who 

took it on himse l f to m ke t he Torah unde rstood f or the 

mas ses: to correc t er roneous i nte r pr etations brought 

a bout a s a re sult of h~ndi n!l !!!own the Torah by word of 

mouth . He lea rn t the Tor ah from R. Gama l iel , R. Joch-

a nan ben Zakai: the purpose of h i s Tarpum was as he saw it, 

t o remove ever · obs tacl e f r om an und~ r standln9 of t he 

Torah ~ nd t o put it i n to pe r manent for m for the Ge rim 

~ nd t he oeoole , and the r e b" to 0 ive r l ory a nd ho11or to 

I s r ae l: and to r emove Israe l as a na r k of d ivision 
'\ t -- .t. 

amor.~ the othe r oeon l e~ . He pr 0 sented hr s Ta rgu~ to 
n 

,.,:J ~ · ~-6 · ·· ··nd Habti J e shua u:ho aopr ove . .; h!c; work, 

and r ec ocn i ZP · . t as official 
,; ._1 c_, , .... ,., 

•nd authorita tive , a nd 
17 

u.,,. • a l 1 s· bs er uent l 'et11 r 9emi 1 fol J ow~ h is translation . 

" Eve n dur inr the l.. i s rnah we f ind tha t the 

Tur nemon im d i d not have ocr : anouag~ , bea ri n out the 

fac t t hat the ea rlv Ta r aums were ora l, until a ft e r t he 

r edaction of lhe Talmud . For wi~h that we see ou r 11-

t e ra tur e com·nc dowa t o us in wri tten form . 
' 

,, ...... 
T 

11 '.:e f i nrl that t he Ta r rrum •,iras used b,· s uch 

corn.-en ta to rs a s P~ shl ..,nd Ra mban . t wo l ead Jn9"•:e rorshb:. " 

I, 
,_. .. . A. f • 

-;............ . . ., ... ... · ... 
"' 
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However, these "Mefors him" made use of it onlv •·•hen they 

ne eded sup~ort f or one of the ir own statements, or as a 
18 

focal point of · n a r pument . " 

"Rambam in Mor eh Nr buchlm began to l aud Onke l os , 

~ nd prai s e it s va l ue . 
.,..J. 

But he, too, only quote s him to 

a ve r v smal l extent nd there on l v to pe t authority for 

s in le isola ted s tatements . Fol lowinQ the oreat "Mefor­

sh i m'', came Ra b bi Yitzchok Artma and i n his book Akedath 

Yitzchok, trea ts of Onke los, and wh il s t hi s predecessors 

came to a rea li za tion that Onkel ~ s r epre s ented a n impor­

tan t $tep in the evo l ution of the l anguage of the Jew and 

was ba sic f or an unde rsla nding ~d inte r c r e t a ti on of t he 
19 

Ser ipture . " 

However, $Orne v 2ars pr evious , a man had undertaken to write 

:;n i nternr '? t a ion of Onl{e l -- s . Luzzat t.o had d i scove r ed t his volume 

"'h i ch w=> s comp l e te f om beg in ni n( to ~nd with t he exce!)tion C" f 
., 

U-e a u t hor ' s name and s o Luz zatto cal le <i it ., /c • .. t 'he ye a :- t he 

vo l ume was copied . The volume und P. r takc:> s to "explain, i nterpr e t 

nd tra n~ l ate the manv enirma~ a nd mor e d iff icu lt portions of the 

Ta r cium. " 

" In h i s inter pr e tat i on Onke l os fo l l owed severa l lines 

or me t hod s of i n t e r or e t a ti on . I n s orne in ~tances he wou l d 

conce r n h imse lf "l ith t he subjec t ~ nd disre ga r d t he Ia n-

r. uage , ~ nd a t olhPr t i mes h~ mirht be ~ s trict i n t e r pr e­

t e r of he r ramrna r or he mi r ht foll ow the P ' shat: wh ile 

a t other ti mes he mi ""ht be wont to o i v e an i :-:tP r pr e tatlon 

I ·, 
· ~ .. 
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in which he was 'l'? r " much ~ l one . Too, on e c caslon, he 

would inter pret ~' a lvi nc ~ ilphasis to s ome e !.hical c on­
?0 

ce pt or l ns tilull on." 

In the f ina l words of his pr eface , Luzza t t o ponde r s at another 

f act ~bout the Tra9um. How i s it , he r ueri e s , t ha t a people who 

had be c:? n $0 accus tomed t o r e a d the Ta r oum o f the "Sedr e" f r om 
, .. ... . .. . 

we ~k to we e k pe rmit ted s o man r d i f f erent ..J) /k.,,oJ to cree p in 
'• 

- n1 d id not ~dh~ re to anv one In- pa rt icu l a r . I n.many inst ances , 

t~e re ader ~{r ht ~pve be ~n re a d i no f r om a f allacious "Nu sach", 

e r an incor rect versi on. Luzzat t o exp l a ins t ha t h i s contribu-

li ons about the existenc e of various "Nu schaoth" mi ght be chal-

l enoed. However he base s h i$ a tgument on t he find ings i n the 

"'Prusal b· r r. i !'- t~ache r , 

ove r to him for 

r,:;;._")/,o · ~ . Upon 

per usa l th~ e rud ite Luz zat t o found a nt:Tf'lbe r of ver si ons of the 

v~ r i ous Tarr urnim. In h i s Oti_e~ Ge r , Lu ~zat to ~ roceeds i n h i s 

r eadi!1 r o: 0-ike l os o se " ···he r e i t dive rt d frorr t l~ e Hebrew 

t e xt ?OO ...,.,a dP note ho111 a nd tlhcn those chanoPs took ::dace . 

"The bo<'k , Oheb Ge r, " Luz za t to explai ns , "I s d i vided into 

t .. o ""~rts ." I n the f ir s t nart Luz 2a t t o i nf c rms h is r ead e r wh· 

C n'~e lo s 1 ,,,art ed fror t he He brew t ext ~ nd i '"I ···ha t i ns tances ; 

i n the seconrl ~art, Luz zat to c oMpa r e s t he d if fe r ent version 

•· i t h Onke l s , ~ ivi nc t he mos t p l ausibl e ve r ~ lon . 

1, t he i n te re~ ~ i nr bu t conci se i ntroduc ti on , Luz za t o i n­

d ic a te f tha t orC:' 11~10• ' ) , had a l r eadv writ ten a vo l ume on 
Z l 

OnkP Jos, cal le<l ~/~ . t)_J 3 • Luzn t t o ... po lodze:: anrl beg s 
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the !niul 9P nc ~ of t he r ead e r, hop inc th~ t they wil l not dls­

d~ i n hi ~ for usur p lnr another ' s fie l d . He d e f e nds his work by 

c; t a ti r. r that 0 f (.·' "did not have thP vo lume ',/l':r:ior d id ~e 
·ve i n hi~ posses ~ i on /c_J ' ? -f..,I,. . fhe t wo vo lumes differ further 

i n c omnos 1 tt on ;;tnd oq1~n i zat l on , ~ _J ), · J ' treating Onkel os 

<> c -:ordinp t o t he ~/, .._ ,;;,, while Luzzatto fo llows another 

t ··pe of organization a s l :idicate d above . .-.nd finally , Luz-

zatto ad:nonishe s his r eaders t hat Oheb Ger l s not a CO"!""' l ete · ~'~ ..... .......,,_ __ ...,, 
22 . ,. .. ,_..4-.. 

·· ork "' nd hooes t hat it m~v lend to fur t he r r esearc·n . i&. • • " - 1 14 
,-- "' .. .,;. -'l)t. "I i' ""' , .. "Cf 

Wh il e Luz ~a t t o was thu ~ eno:;iged i n s tud"i,c a t Padua , a 

t r ::i.ve l e r fou nd i -i the c i t ·• of Tun i s man" ur>e d [ted poems of R. 

Juda h Ha l evi . He reported the ci rcumsta nc e to Luzzatto, who 

re ,... u e !'"te "' the trave l e r to spa r e neither 9ol d nor ef!"or ts to 

111 rch~ se t h~m. Thi s he d id ~nd a t a l a t e r date ed it ec .J•J;.,,:3 

, -=t / 'J • ...,.;l , f-, "Jhich he c ;i r e ful l v a rranged fo rtv - four c antos and 

t~ re~ l et • e r ~ b rou h t to li "' h~ i :i ~h!s moc;t att r active ~ork. 

l n Dec e:nbe r 18 51 , i n t he ci i.' ' of GorizJa , a Jew! sh you th 

of ~ rea t v irt•·e ;'lnd talents , Asc olu Gr a z iado ce l ebr ate d h i s 

m"" r r i ::\pe . Lczza tto , ins t ead of offering a nu n tia l sonp , dP.di-

c- t ed a 'ro l u l'l"I? of "Cie:itific researches to h im, ""Dialocue on 

t hP. Kttb a l a and the Zoha r anr:l on t he .O.nticuitv of the Punctu-

c:oti on :;i nrt Acce ntua tion <?r t he Hebr ew Li1 noua oe . The v ol ume 

crea ted ~ ~ti r ~mo1- t r e le ~ rned of Is r ae l, ~or It dealt a 

~eath :,10°1 t o d octrine ~ and p r actice s wh ich have bl ende d w i t h 

Jud2f 3~ lhrou" h a dv e rs e circums t ances . Or d i na r v i ndivi du a ls 

~i h t ~nve be Pn tempt ed to su p- r ess op i n ions on ~~ch an i n-
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f l ucnce as K, bba lim, but Luzzat t o 'Jta s i nterested i n p rocla la -

in0 lh e tru ~h and awa r e that Kabbali sm a nd Judaism were anta -
23 

oni~ t lc to each o ther did not hesitate to say so . 

Luz 7atto was ea rl v attr ac ted to the s tudy of Kohe l et be-
24 

cause of its d if r icu lt lanc uage . In h i s s tudv of the book 

he f ound himse l f u nsvmpa t hetic to the language as we l l as to 

i ts f undamental pr i ncip les - nd comes to the c onc l usion that it 

was not writ en bv So lomon hu t bv one v•ho f a l se l v atl ri bute s 

'" e book to h l m. ~cc ord inp t o h i m, the composer' s name was 

Kohe l etr. who want e d t o put in the celebrated name of Sol ' mon 

in p l ac e of h is. Hi s contemporaries caucht him and par t i a l ly 

mu tila ted th e text bv ad d iti ons , dev iat in~ vocaliza tions and 

1i stort in~ several pas~ages . Luzzatto a l ~o d t ecte1 t he ! a te 

conpos iti on of the book . He ? l so desc~ibes the author as a 

ve.fcl l~ti -;i "" c ha racte r, som~wha t unha pp• , somewha t r e s i gned , 

pr eaches th e 9o ' den mean at ~' e same ime r ecocnizi np the 

f u t llltv o f l ife . The i~te r spe r sed "Leben s r esu lta ten" a nd 

e thi c a l r:onc l ·1s ions he r r?'la r ds as later additi o"ls i n ord,, r to 

pa l liate t~,, evil i nf l uenc ~s ~f the author . 

i1'P h~v ;> als o f r om his h,nd aT' I t a li a n t r ansla tion of the 

book of Job, t he Pentateuch nc the Haphtaroth. Of his Penta­

t euch c o-Tentarv he publi shed i n 1846 and 1847 i n Vi en na nine 

eY trac t s of t he Pen tateuch editi o~ unde r lhe title ~ishtadde l, .. 
···'"tere he a s ur e s us : "Ich oehur e n icht 7.U tien Al len uno n icht 

·~ de n Neuen , h i ~ nicht Orthodox und b i n nicht Rat ion~li st , 

- icht R~bl)anit und nich t r-~a ra H, ich s trPbe nac h l, ;lhr e it, 
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nehme s i e a n von wcm i mme r s le Kommt, v e rwerfe a ber d ie La oe 
25 -

nnd kHrn~ s i e selbs t von diem GrBs s t en unter den Grossen. " 

He ha~ a hi r h opi nion of this UishtaddPl, for he say s of It: 

'' \•;, r den M isbt ::- d ri~ l nicht kennt , we iss Schd~ l Samue l Dav i d 
l 6 

Luzza tto nicht zu beurtei len. " I n t his c o·Jllenta r y , Luz zatto 

m-kes nc at t empt ' to concili a t e Ra shbarn •1 lth t he Halacha h . It 

i s h is sol e pu~po se , a s he e xpres s e s it, to f i nd truth . Ev e n 

"'here he mad 0 a s t a t e men t o f h is own o ... l· r t o find l a t er tha t 

H w~s mad e b·1 some one e l se , he r-uoted it. He publishe~ h i s 

com-entar•r to Isaia h ::- t t h e ~pe of 31 " der teihvr> i ce i n fra n-

z&sisch~ r spr ach s c hon 1835 v on Professor RosenmUll e r in sei ­

nem esa la s - Comrient2 r Abged r ukt und 18 46 den H~phtaroth d e r 

·ri<>ne r P~ ntaleuch-Ausgabe be!9egebe r 11rurd" , e rsche l n damm i t 
2 7 

Jnte r s tuk inp Al be rt Coli ns i n Par i s v ol lstMn d i 9 (Pa dua 1867) ." 

Luzzatto 'T'~ i nt -. ine-i P~at he who le of Isaiah wa s bv Isa i ah. 

~i ffe renc <> re o~ rdi,r th is was one of t'e ~a i n reasons f or hf s 

cleavape wi th Rapnopor t . 

Luz.,a t t~ ri i P'i -.. t P·e "' ~ e of 65, !.)ved b"' his people a nd 

""Ou r ne r h" t. hos" who .~rie"' h i 1 eve n s l i r h thr . Wh e n Vie th in t< o f 

Luz 1a t t o we think of the import ~ nt. fo r e r unner o f sci entific 

J~~ ish scholar ship Pnd one of t~e centra l f l ~ure s of mode rn 

bibllc~ l e x Poesls . He lived a ha rd l ife - - ha d scant means, 

·et i1ever the l es~ labored "' i th unc eas ln"' a rdor a nd d e votion i n 

thP cause of thP.o l oov and s c ienc e . Those who had a per s onal 

.., c,.uaina t nce ship ···ith l'e .,...P n sa· · that de s o ite his popu l a rity 

~ nrl u ive r sa l fame , humililv and s i~pl icitv of hea rt cha r ac -

lerized l h~ na n . 

.. .. , .......... I . 

~ .. ; ,, ,-
'Y • t. ;',....,u ,., , .. .._ 
.. 

1 



Chap ter II 

.&.. 

Midrash and ~Gade.h 

A. careful perusal of !i lZZatto ' s co ment ary to boo~: of Deuter­

onom.v has r evealed that he makes little use of Uid.rashic and 

JJ;gadic inte1·pretation of the biblical ver se.Luzzato e.s exegete 

above ell was a scientist. The book of Deuteronomy is divided 1n 

hi ~ i ntrodu :t ory comments into fAve pe.rts . The f irst part ,from 

1: J to 4 :A.O deals ·\·1th the reproaoh and warnine to the people 

not to &O a str ay from the paths of the torah. The second part 

from 4 :41-43 sums up his wrnines and inst ·uction to the peopl e. 

The Thi rd section i s from ~ : 44 to cha.p . 2A.The f ourth section 

chpps . 29 and 30 concern thenselves •,:ith the warning s instructions 

and r epr oofs to s tren;;t hea the covenant . The fifth and last pert 
33 

3: to U1wxwwd dee.l s with the deRth of !~oses , d.eparture from t he 

people, dut y of Isr&el to spr ead Tor ah in ever sin~le henAr e tion . " 

The wri te;- wi she r t o explain here ,the.t he wil l take occasion 

to :ik quo te those Pl'.S s~e s which will beRt illu~tratfll that 
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c l ascific a ti on with wh ich he Is de& l inr a t the momeni a nd wi ll 

rlrnw ce r t~ln definite c onclu s i ons ~nd inf e r ences ba sed On t hese 

pas~aaes . 

I n 1: 1 1 i n com-r ent in,, on the vers~·rf , .-, f.,~ ~.t;o l(pf. ~ t-1 ~,,If" 

Luz za t t o sa· rs tha t 0 ord i na r i l v it took 11 days to 

co from Chorp b to Kadesh Barnea . But Is r ael , bec a us e of its 

~ ins , ~ad hind~ red he r s ,, l f from reac h i nn the ri~s ti na ti on f or 

"" e ople ·••he reve r t""ie • tarried . Howeve r , he neve r ,.ui te e xplairA! d 

c;.,. ;-'" r -:ose to them . ..... nd on l v·hen he came i n s i·ht of tre lard 
29 

he te ll t hem." Th i s in t e r pr e t a ti on is t~P tradi t iona l, 

...,·1 r<1shic iri t P.r; •r e tati on ·n1 is ~lso ,., i\·eri br rta s h i . ----- --~----In 9 : 2 1 , ccmnenti n on t.:>~ J 1 Shedal r r> nti ons th;:;t ''pe r haps 
~ ... ~ 

t ".~ c ·· l f ·:~s mad · ·· i·~. § ::>nd cla· r , dr i ed nd ha rd pned by 

'""i r e ·rr' t hor. o•: ? rl ., iri ·· i th 9oli : cc:-~er-uent . · • , it woi; l d hav~ 

he·~ -ecesca r~ o •tr~t -~ I t • i e r o l d · nd then rF:nd the calf 
30 

: - t C' i: ~· 

p,, ( ::> r di- · :z : l JJ · -1 ~;> d :ih '°"wr- fird th is coiT'~ent: " t h i s 

.,·~rase is ~p -..1 1 'c n , to i "'riic~ te tra t those lhin" S abou t lo be 

·~oken ~ r e r1t for · te ~e~vcns to hear then. His ad~ress is 
3 1 

l O '_p} I 

~ r 0o r w~ ich c o~~ ith 1he wind -- ~ nd ~ term. Thocrh Luz12 t to 

a s ~ ic o·.·•n i""ll r rpr~ tat ion , h~ oo ;nt~ out 

•. 1t 

--:- 1 Je' .. irc il ius , ::o.nr! r i" ""~ ".le~· . 

' I ' J._ 
.t ....,_ • ;; 

!.<,,. .... 
c:: • 
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Vie can r eaci.11:- see th n t hat t hou;;h his use of 1.iidrashio ~adio 

and mytholor,ioi.l mat erial i s limited ,he still differ s from the 

tre.di tional l!idrashio oomments, in thet b ·· its use he re-interprets 

the JUdrashio or Aggadic commennts to me.lee i t seem more plausible 

and nearer to a P8shat interpretation. 

Il . 

Theology 

In this se•tion t he writer ha ::: not made a dea ti led s tub of Inz­

zato' s works on the subject.rt i s the wri ter ' s intention to pr d 

sent bi~ a t titudes as r eflected i n the comment ar y of which this 

work is n s tudy .J.JlA f'olluwing the procedure outlined above, 

th ; writer will quot e the int erpr et e.:;ion of t hose verses whioh 

be s t illustrate Lazze.tto' s inte pr et ation of J ewtsh theol cgy . 

At t he ve ·y out set of his commentar y we note i n tli s i nter pretation 

of l :l1t( ,, ,he aa_ rs of it as f ollows :"God' s providence will be 
r '' 

visited on I s r ae l. He doAe r.. c. t o:.,use his ~ifts to go from one 

t o t he othbr.It i s Iarr el' s and Isr~el' s ~nl.v . However i~ 

. srael s~1ould ain,they wi ll be driven out,e.nd if they r et::.rn 

to r.od , Re will r eturn t o them for He does not f or&e t his 

covenant . 



3~ 
see to t he i r needs . 

- ?.0-

Sh edal in connentin~ on 1:39 

s ent a t he more r e cen t and ~oientifio vi ew of the phrase , '' knowi !'.lg 

aood ::md evil . He takse i t to mean t hat small i nnooent children 

d id not know or pos sess t i!e power s of d i scrit:.i..e.t i on and goes 

i'urther to say t hat n ot oul y did t he chi l dren no t possess 

the power s of di s cr i mination but they were not i n t he 
33 

cateL"or ;r of cen ." It mir;ht be mentioned th t 8UCh oi bl e 

c r itics a s Dr. l.iose!? But t enwie s e r also hold t h i s view o f 

"Jo1 wing goo& and ev i l " 

In 4:2 , in c ommen·.;i n& ~JC7ot, "( Luzzatto s t c.t e d that 

no t on l .: a.re they to hes r t he c o~ .aandments but they Rre t o 

ful f i 11 them wi thout any chrtl'lc;e . Luzze.tto exp le.ins t he reaon 

for ;.:oses desir in..: i t since he S t>.,Y S fo r mer abominat ion s 

which e.re r .:.eht t he re ti i c ht be continued and are due t o 

t he dev iet, i on 1 1. t · 1~ by l i t t le from n ormal pr a c t ice s ,\vhimh 1n 

themsel\re s m &ht be e.l righ t,1.e . i n f ormer t1mP. s bef ore r eceiv ing 
34 

the law . 

In h i s ao~ment on 4 : 7.illz~at~ o recocnize ~ the comme.nd.ments 

es b e int: of tVlo t ::J.,e s- - on r1 hav inc to do with t he re l ationship 

between God and man end the o t !1e 
35 

be tween : .en nnd man. 

e~int; wi th the r el.i.tions 

4 : 28 p :;>J. • ?' ,.,.fl..-IN l°' ·' fc re. ~'l'tf :"i t is at;a i n s t 

t:te i r .•i l that they wi l l find themse l ves c ompelled t o worship 

other God s as '.1hen they \'ti l l be in Babylon , bec eu se of their 

vol 1.m t~·. • i dol worsi. ip'' , and expre~sed the view t ha. t i ~ t s not 
36 

a s bad a::> wilen they made the c ho ce of wor s hi ppi nc e.bomi n1 tions. 
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6 :4 , com~~ntinQ on :!_r,~J~ . ~ , Lu zzato rxp lalns that 

~e an s "He i s our God and there l s none obher, therefore ... 
._,..,._, • .,._ • ..(. ,..., ( .... .U.. 

t ~e ohrase thou s ha lt lrve e tc . , ~-t.h&t thou sh~ lt not dl-
31 

'J Ide th·r love a1T1onri the o od s of other ~eopl e . 

6 : 5 , r?flr ;:,?: Lu7Zat to ind ica tes that t h is nhrase r 40>J 
-r an t lhe i "lne r des ire ,..hile r')'4~re fe rre d to life it s elf, 

-:and thi s i nc lude~ t he facultie s of the bodi es , i . e . the sPnses , 

···hi le r 'i.kN', r e f e r s t o oosse s s i ons and acau isitlons. · rhi s 

f\h ra s e dea l t with I n con- cctl on v•ith ·-;, -./'Pn/o mea ns, a c-

ror~ i no to Luz za to, not l ove God in the pure sense of the te r m 

~ut rathe r carries wi th it the imn lic a tion of recoo1 i zin~ the 

··n itv of Goci , his truth. God, however, brin9s man in to p roxi -

-i tv hv " i v inr h i rr all those fac u l t ie s wh ich he possesse s : 

" fi 1• .. 

~' ..... . (f ' · · ­

I .~ t I f' · -

,,. ••" ''' : ~ 
'' •· 'Sr ... 
' ' O I 

::i n er , ···ill, ha t e ,, love , joy, and sadn~s s . God i s a humani s ­

tic G~d . The one ·11ho f ol!o·s no ' i ctates of God is an ' .) h-JiC 

"Love of God ," he c o~t i rauPs , i s t o be f ou"ld i n c ontac t with me n, 

no l b r me r e so irltu~ l specua l ti on . Rambarn , ho~er, th ouch t 

o ~ it ? S know i nr God ~nrl t~ u~ ive rse ~ nd a l l c rea tion . How-

ever, Luz 7a t o e · pr es s es t~e tlocrhl tha t hr ·~s t oo s t a unch 

~be liever tr .u. ri ~ totel i an ph ilos ophv . H., attacJ;s ph il o~ ophv , 
38 

bec~use it thinks itse l f ir re f utc ble . 
r 

6 :24 •-:;> ..J>tt' ' '; 11 ·1 iras Ad onai , " 

not ~actua 1 f e a r · 11 i th i ., the hea rt but ,.... 

P. Xf' l ai ns Luzza t o, " is 

i mo li es ~ n obse rva,ce 

or la· .. ~ ti .. ·· ich Israel c. r rfves at go od de ods . B~• mea ns of 
39 

th,,.,.~ ~ t ;. tul P.~ , Is rae l "' i l l :i r rive a t it s des t i na tion . " 

•• 1~ ., 

I\.. _... ':,~. 

,.,... '4.. ~ 

~ , ,, ., 
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: ~ , .,..;>~ d"//:-,,.., .,{. . ., ,.-.4 ln when you are hi s people,He shall guard his 

ovenant w1thyo11%,for you are helpi ng and servinG God,but if you don't 

o your share . He won 1 t do Hie;he will punish you but will not destroy 
40 

· s covenant by forsaking you." 

0 : f 2 r.,.,,,., /,/p ~,,,, ;;,.. :> ,?.;V ---this does not meen that Ile asked anything 

asy of you ,yet t he fact we.~ tha t lie we.e not asking anything f or Bim-
41 

but for man' s own benefit. 

14: 1 r,,,, ~, ,,,. ')~ because you are the son of the mo!;t high ,you 

possess gl ory and beauty , by not making cut tinL·s and i nci s ions 

represent a legion of ~od and must no t dishonor your -
43 

sel v s •• • b¥ suoh doings. 

18 :1~_,, .,;,; .~ r lr>·O/' l°•N..J -. don,_t d~pend on sorcerers seeking them out 

l isten to the prophets whom I wi ll set up and \Vho will not Di 
4A 

instruotions in o~po sition to the Tor ah. 

20 : '!J_,.::v>l'~' ~ / /..,1, ./> !./"' "' 'J'"Ot her oommentatora i !! terpret this to 

mean that no attempt to des troy it should be made- s i nce the army has 

t o sustai~ its~l! fro~ the oity .Luzzatto diagrees.Josephu s Flavius 

i nterprets this to mean an omen ~ f 1srael' s r i ght eousness snd m~roy 

forbearance :f'rom cruelty .More of thi ~ i s expre s sed 1n the idea t ha 

should not f ell a tree after he has ea ten from its fruit.Thi s line 
4 5 

of comment means thet man should l ove that whi ch bene f its him. 

21: 7 j, 11; ~)I/ for we had s e en who 

killed him --and thi s is the avowal 

shedthi s blood ,we would have 
46 

ot compl ete guiltles sness. 
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21 :23 fl- ·:? ..Jl/J;i :J --hangin~ is jus tifiei but not lee.ving 

the body hang1.ng;1t will not avail to keep men from sin rthr 

will itarouse them by reason of the oruelty of lettinc; the 
47 

body he.ng to curse the Judges. 

~] ~J JP /r"? ' -:>when a man approahoes a nest and sees thc.t the 

mother r ather than esoape remains to shelter and proteot her 

ohildren--he should not ta~e t he mother--thereby negating 

a first prinoiple of life.The moral here i s that no horm should 
48 

oome from doi.J:l8 a l1itzvah. 

!.~ ;~' . ·"/ :::?/ ,, //" }J:ld you conducted yours elves as 11' you Ol.d 

no t see and therefor~ you feared Ca.naan--eo he has led you thru 
d 50 

the desert for forty 1ee.rs . 

32 : 2 :')/ ., ~..:::> cf, 1 " that is thf' explanations of the parable pre-'/'/ ~ .... 
c ed~, t hat is to say hie words are \10rthy to penetrate the 

minds of the hea.rer,just as dew i s fit to soak the ground. He dr~ws 
51 

the listener tolDllm thru his 1nstruot1on. 

32 :7 f ' 7 ~ :mee.ns des tr.iotion,aocordillt; to Luzzatto's 

oomment on the verse . The ana ents,w~en they saw the pestilence 

~rowing str onger wi t h no apparent r eason for 1t,oonoe1ved the 
52 

idea of evil spirits perpetra ting the t ragecy . 
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I shal 
~ .... no lonoe r wa t ch ove r 

/ t. . , _.,,... ,, ...... . __,,,. ,, r---· ' 

'<2.-;iJ ,,,Pftl ,-0p_J .f: wh e n t heir f o o t doe s stumbl e d o 

-,ot s a · · t ha t it i s ::in ac r: id ~nt -- f or it is J..~· venreance a nd 
54 

mr r ecompe nse . 

3-t : z /,/:} JoP · ~: t he meanin i s lhal God wa s r evea l ed 

t c ~e he r~ i ~ o r d e r that I mi nht b les ~ l s eae l a pd behol d mv 

b lP! i n"' i ! f • om the Mos t Hi gh. In ~ ... ,.; , t ha t i s t he p l ace f 

· ·~e r e l-' e 0"as fi r st r ev e a l ed: beho" d H i s ~ 1 r r thro;11s l t ~ bril -
54 

1 : "" ., c" f r om 1 ' -I -{, . 
34 : 6 1/?f'' / -- Luz ?.atto presen t ~ t he bur i '1 1 of Mose s 

55 
::., avi :"I,.. !')e ""n ac c o""n l ishen b" the ··ill '"' f God . The s~me 

·.r iP."" ;s ·' re~P.nt~d tr · Ra s hi , na me l •r , tha t ~.:o ~es was ir ied by 

•l-p ··· il ' o ,. God , t h o ·•f"'h !la b " i l shmce l, u ot e d b• Ra sh i, s tate s 

t 'a l'os es 'ur i o-1 riT'"'se l f . 
0--0 

ot'>t ·ons : ro "he com en~orv8 in •"'••-

Tor~h - c; tho· · r e fJ oc l he mse l ve"' ir: h i ; o t her w6rl<s , which 

.. ,. -- l iza n f 0 "" ot r e r wrili nos or -uz zatto • • o b~g l n ·d t h , -uz-

z:. t o l ookor:l •Jpon 'he . o r a'i ::os an ;\at'ienti c d oc•Jmrn t , r hich 

.,tc 'n "~ t~e ce~t r~ l ori nc iple of v uda i sm. Upo~ It r e sts t h e 

., y;., oncf' a d 1J:1il" of uod , Hi s r r ov i d i:> nc o ind the messia nic 
56 

ho~e . I n h l r l cre r Lu z zatt o prese n t s s i x proofs t h a t t his 

, J 

' . 
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1 . ;·.~ have no tiocuments ··hich contradict Moses . 

? . He tells his t t ory In 9reat detail, with gr eat 

~ccu racv , '\ nd without "' TI" i ncons i stenc ies . 

" · .. e r evt?a ls eve r~rthl n-- f r ank lv and J:npa rtiaJ ly , 

and makes n o ? t t empt to hide ur,wor th·• l nc idents 

such ~s Rache l ' s theft, t he s e l l ino of J oseph , 

the a dulte r r of Keu ben , e tc . 

11 . rt o l elll'r , ~ I nn of .c.cPrpt, had i t t r ~ n s l ated i nt o 

u reok becau s e he and othe r ancient people be -

li eved it true . 

5 . Je •,.s , C~ri s ti ans and i11os l cms bel ieved it true a nd 

suf rere ~ martv rdo~ for i t . 

6 . Josephu s i n his Cont r a ttpion rrent l ons so:ne ea r l' 

l'looi:s ··1h i ch conf i rm ~e Bibl e ac count . Thes e 

bo , :-s ~ re no" los t, but he wou ld never have dar ed 

t o mention the m i f the' · had not be rm extan t ar.d au-

· hen lic . 

He was at 'ac ked v ehe,e ntl · ror these vi~ ·s but r e fus d 

•o l)e burifed . The messi :1 h he re re ·ded as o ne of t he cor ne r -
5·1 

~t.o"'e~ o~ our faith . I n r eoa r d to mirac l -s , no t onI·· did h e 

=> ~~ ep t. the Bibie mi r acl es but a l so those recorded bv th~ Ra b­

~i:'lic ···ondr· r - "'or ke r s . ~ggt o "urthe r at'ac1<~ Luzzatto ' s view 

'"" s<-·•in · t.h.,t the Tor ah cou l 1 no t have be en ••1 rit ten 3 , 000 

.. ,.~ r, Luz ?~ t l o bl:::slerl Rec ~ io 1 s ar"'·rent lo sm i t.hf; r eens bv 
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refe r r inr h im t o C l ement of Al e xo.ndri a "'ho soeaks of a phonetic 

al phabe t that was u ~eci bv t he comfTIOn f blR i n Eovp t a nd was in-

troduced b·.r Tot, a co, •emoorar" of Abraham. And in his s econd 

bco ·~ H<> rodotus drscribes a pilla r beari n9 phor.e tlc in s c r ipti ons 
58 

···hich W=i S e r e cte d by !:>e s os tri, a contempo r a r " of Mos es . 

Arnone the f irst pri nci ples offered by Luzzatto ~ s basic 

i~ t.he To&ah is n itv , vh ich is the sou r ce of l ove , r1 9ht doin~. 

t'it· · , .,. c r: ord inr to Luz ?a t t o, l s a l so t re c ause fo r a ny ha tred 

o f inju st ice a nd l ov e of justice . He believerl t~rtt ev e ry a t -

tempt to e~ t3bli sh ri 0ht conduct uoon ~n' other motive tha n 

~ oc i a l i nstincts wo\l l d sur e l •r f a il. \1:e S i!'? his c ompl e te a c -

co~<l \" lth this i n th-? c o,,.,,.,ents rientlorierl above , i n 2 l! Z3 ~nd 

~2 : 5 . He emphas i z es thi~ Ide~ in the e x pr ess ion of the be l ief 

that tt.o s e who show pitv dese r ve a r e"'f\ r d . 

Luzza t • o fe l L th~ t the T o rah prese ~ts God not on l v as a 

!""Orie l '"or i rrita li " n hut as the v e r ·r sour c e and a u thor i tv fo r 

t"e et! ic? l lif~ . He wa t ches ove r '! 1 ~ His creatur es to me t e 

0·1· re··a r d and ouni sh:nent accordi nc to !.he ir deeds . The cioc-

tri -v! of P rovider,.;e with ·ts r e tri bution s trengt hens the cha -

nct e r I stic o~ pity as a pO"'e r ful motive ~or do inc ri oht . 

~~ca·J'"" t he rra n · l"h O r.a~ ,o oi tr for his r e l r hbor, wi ll, l !' he 

i "' cure cf a s ;>e cif!c r e t1 ibution , be ve r •r c ircumspect in 
59 

~ i ~ a cti ons , out of p i tv f o r hi mse lf . Thu s , Lu z za tto, in 

~~o co~-e nts ment ione1 above , stren th ~ ns •he p r ovid ntial 

s na rt o~ l~rae l' s God , <?speci =dlv -i s ml ' h t be o l 1?"'1ned from 
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e 
h i~ co·~ment on l!l, 1: 9 , nd 3z : zo . H0\1Ne r , t he Tor ah does 

-ot exores ~ l " Pn_ioh be li ef i ;- P rov idonce . Bu t tha t i s becau se 

had a lr eei d·1 become a n esta b li s hed be lie f s i nc e t he time o~ 

.~braha~. Moses , neve r t he l ess , does il l ustra te God's Provi-

iw-- tia l c ;::- r e bv r ecou ntinn the e xper ienc e s of lsra e l in Egvpt . 

"' c a- no·» u nd e r s t a nd that t he spo ili n o f the E9yptians was 

not a n imnora l act but 3n in s tance of divine retr i bution u pon 

tr. e ·ir lc k.,d op~res sor s . Nor was t he extermination o f the Ca-

"aa n! t e s anythin~ les r than a divine l y orda ined punishment for 

sin . The com and t o d "'~ trov nmalek is another i n s t ance of just 

"'u· i ~hment ror -:>e r f idy. Divine retri bution is o f two s ort s --

re~ un~ l ~nd i ndivi dua l . Com u na l ~or s i ns commit te d i n pub-
60 

lie , i nd i vi dua l ~or secre t s i ns . Thu ~ we hav e SP n brief! 

"'!'a ~·e r e Luz ?at o ' s basic contr l bul ions a bou t To r ah, God , 

- ·iri l s :·ae l. Howeve r , tl" e •.i.-rit e r wi she s t o i ndica t e t hat where-

rver 1: wa G ~oss i b l e , Luz zat to bolste r ed the se cont e nti ons i n 

~ i~ t nt e r p r e t ive com-ent s 1 ~ the Bib l e whe reve r pos~ lbl e . 

arn her e , i t i s rru ci'?~ ire to point out -- tr.a t i n his com­

'""e:it.a r·· t o De 1t e r on omv , he fol l O'" S t hese theo l og: cal d ie t~ a s 

111e can readi I· r se ~ f r om t he ver se cuot en above . 
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Chapte r Ill 

A. 

Us e of Hi s tortca l Ma t e r ia l 

In a furt her oerusal of h i s com ~ ntray t o Deuteronomy , 

- ~ c~n se ~ i n certa i n o~ his statements s definite a t temp t to 

- r · se ~t a view of Jewish hlstor v wh ich Is acc u r a te , s c ien l i -

' i c , a nd lo r ica l . In some cases , Luz-atto rn i ~ht eve n ~o s o 

! :> r a s to chal l en · e the fact s , a nd pre sent a v a rian t v iew of 

:;; - ev ent . Ye t , :\ S ·. •e rea d t hi s comr-ienta r v , we a re i mpres ~ed 

- i h the f act tha t h t'? i s i nte r ested i 'l o r e sentinp a panot am­

i c v iew o f Jewish hi s torv , the hlstorv of the Je \1s as a c om-

--le te ""ho 1 e , i n toto , r athe r than as a s e ries of unr e lated 

~¥Pil ~ . l n t he f ol lowin serie s of luz -at t o 1 s com'"'t€nts the 

···rlter of this the~is ·dll uote as ne ar l • as pos s ible those 

·.•!h i e ~ ;no~t a p tl , b ri n · out the h i storical character o f Luz-

Z'1 l o ' s ~om -~ntarv. 

1 :1 , . .,;r~-:;l Jc-- t h i s ver s e recal s in sum"':l i V eve ry 

~ i me t~at Mo s es took i t uno, hi mself to speak to the ch i l -

d r er: or I s ra et ,I~ ,.~ , ~..; ,-,q -1 ;i;;, ?-I ,/ / 0 ;o · ft.,,~ f' -;::>/ t'tOl f ;;:, 
., l l t"' lace !-i , .. he r e I s ra el ta r rie d c. nd Ma;ses s o oke to them. lt 

c :> ~ iead fl · · be seen t hat Lu z ?..atto , aware of pos ~ ib l e incon-

s i ~ t e nce , a l wa vs m;'ld ~ a d e fl ite e f for t to reconstr>1c t a 
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:o~~le te h i s t o r ica l scen e . 

1 • , . " /' / , -re-1 ~,,,, .f , '" ith lh i s phr a se , Luz zat t o 

re~e nts a c omo l <-' t e hi s tor ic a l p i c t u r e of the J ew. The 
.... .. ' -

'' SP~e z , " he s avs , was mad e afte r a chai n o f events had taken '~·~) .. .:"',.·.:.- .. 

H 
, ,..,: .; .... ~ 

... l"c P. e s mo t e ~ich on :o nd Op. Wh en God c onouered t he l a nd tt. ... ......... . 

.. • • • !,, ... ' · 

r.pfo r e rhe ir ver · ey e s a nd smot e rn i ohtv l< i nos , I s r ael bec a me ?n .._ ......... .. 
6Z -~">r 

~~are the n , t hat thev wou l d n ot be le f t i n t he dese t t. 
~ ~~ 

r~ I' ~ ~-~-
2 : 19 v i) jP) ,., : Lu z zat t o m:\k es the in ter e s ti n g ob- " ' ... _., 

SPr·:o ti O"' ·ha t ,> _,e / ., ./ ; JL/ , .... oc c ur s on l v i n r e f e r ence 

~o ho!'~ 1 and s "'h ich ue re <" ive n o the s e P. d o f Abraham. For 

P7~m-l e , in r e f e r e nce t o the peopl e o f Ca f t or , he doe s not 
0 ~.\ y- l-i' .. ~) 

~~ntlon ~ riv i no out t he 1v \1 m, a nd t his i mp lie s t ha t even t he 

I·n~ or the C~f t orite s , sinc e thev a r e not of t he s e ed o f 
6 3 

...... l:rahnm, ml ht "'e l l bP r f,1e n ::i l so to the se "'cl of Abraham. 

'l. : lf Hc ,. ordi n"" o Lu z za t t o , Moses i n the na r ra tiv e en ­

l ? rre ~ ~nd exa-e r rate r the d e feat of Oc ~nd Bashan~~fLaz~atto 
'-Pl i ev~ i ..! ~ r rr. l i~l ·· t'hat tto"Ses ..,-"Ote th l "S pascage , f-6r 

'r-
• o~e s , Luz"a.t t. o clal"lls , " ai+l~ -a~~to ~trenrthen the 

if the ls r ae l it"s fi n "' r e fe r ence lo mater i a l ,~ .. 
• <, l,. 

r o r l~e c u s t orr of tak i np spoi l ~ did not b~~o~e extan t f 

t,,,. ,..- • ._. •II "'•t 

·· ~ · il ' he • i ~e o f Dav i d . <:><C.,.•' ,_,. ,.,..- '·~· • 
.i,. ... .. _. , .. ,fu 

I ~ .... r .'- ~ 
...Q I 1~ .l/-{ r ~ , a nri a r '><s "'h" , ~·he"l the l s r a e 1 i t P s had ~u.-• .k "·. 

I~ 'J ;...e.P I - ... . ]' ., .. , 

:-··~- so ..,,an·r c itie ~ . Trus , ' he ch r a e 'ha s no con-ec tion wi t h ~ '-.,,.,..1.; .J 
64 ..,C... A~..--1-

~ \... ~ -- r ece riin" anri f O it is a la t e r ad ' ilion . Thourh Luzz&tt o '' ,-· l'......1 " .. ,,,~ 

' e sti l l ri i d ooin t out h istorical inac ruraci cs o r 

· ·; r> r l\ ... rsr;s =>'11 "h ra~e s l'a ''? c:- ept i n ··hich bc l onc t o a 
I 

'··· ,. .... ,,_.._ 
1.-,. d .• 

1 a t e r Trr' r_ , 

' 
-· - · fta,. ..... . _ .. .... ,, •• ~ .. '"'''·-.- ""' •• ,, • ..... ,.. . ....... . ..... ~ - .. 

..... .. f.~.I #~1 
_.. .... ,, ........ . t. . 
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' 1 ' • I ... , f; ,• • "' •J ~I ~Q... ~ '(' rt 
~ f...~ ._ 'f:..,..._ ,,, ~"1J/ ff°"'- ' t. 

~ "" ""e r i od . 

a t the 

~s<() J>} 11l> £ f f/A..f..• 7'l,f~-- this Seems to 

fact that t he l aws made bY Moses were t aken from 

t~e Envptians, ~ nd the re~ t o f lhe peop le s i n h i s day s . Ye t , 

"ow c ou 1 d a n·rone be imbuerl w 1th s uc h f o o l i s1:nes !' s to s a y in 

r t>oa r rl t o Israel 

t ~~ i r own , - n<:l c:o 

..Ji u• .. «,,,_, '1 
L •• t:,,,•f'• f., l. 

~ .. . . ~ .. ~ . 
( ' •-A.. <,,1 ~" 

J t;e/ A un les s t he laws wr r>e ba~ on 

re fttflCl tP<:l the jl:.J '°.( , ~ pe r"ec t his-
65 · ..... • ' ! '':• ~r-' 

·"r l-:=> 1 <i?d uc ti on on the part o: Luz za t t o . · ......... 

f /af.ur~~ 
b : e .J'/1. 1' ...r>~Jll i t i s :iot a J~,J, a s one mi ght ~· 

-- '))~ . I.e.,... (, 
'"U"'rose but l O!J ic ·3 l and t rue . for 'Ne f i nd i 11 r e v e r t i nr back ~ ... . ~ ,,c:.) 

~-\.·~"··~ - -
to 1·.ic: t o r · · t ha t <>v eri the " Yi sh-nae l l - " l"\arl ··-: i t '"n A" on t~/· 4 -?1 "'.,-'-4"4-

___ 6~- - - - - r '}\ fl.. ~~ 
-!(' :- post c: o '" 'l1<> i r houses . 

I: 20 T'tl i~ i s hor nP out hy Joshua 24 : 12 

--~ i~ ~ true ire rl nt "' l thou rh omi t 'Pri i - • e s t. o r v of tre 
67 

.... ;;. -. t · r ! ., o,. • e l ~ nd. 

e: i 

r o:- i n ~ t o 

,,. ... ,1. ? I 9.J'\, ?"l I -- froTI' lh i "' ·"e deduc e tha t u por: 

;;:::;.,,, <h11, t he ' wer e not powerfu l enough bu ~ f j r s t 

•. c .~-Pr <t r en th nd mu l ti f l v , ::Jnri t hen dl'ive out t he 
6~ 

·· 1~ -:" · ~A.-AHI " . J> ::- i n ·r e se ~ r• r e ~-:1 il lustrat i on o" Lu z zat t o ' s 

"'t "rn o r e l Ate a bib l ic1l s t a t ement o h i rtor ica l truth ar.<\_ 
J> 'I / ._ c..6. t~J.1 1, T, c ,J.. ,' t. .. I, I { ,. I l ' " t 

~ ~ • " • ._,... r,. • • .. ., , . .., • .., r • ..,,. .. { 
,_,,,-',. ; ,. , 4 '· • .._ . ... } , to<~ I.. • > -. tl .. ~· · -A· - c -ur ac-; . 

J I :l l ,,/\Hj)FJ( p.--.7> Cf.,rc-- th~ lane! r i:?c e ives it~ ···a t e r 

•11:---l'• f ro:" r :; l n!' 1n'1 no•. fro~ t h e ri ve r a n'3 even i f a rive r 

· ·n;-e P. y tanl, i • c: ti 1 · "Ot: l -i t-e :rnab l l? to ove rfl cv• t he 1-anl<s 

-r :: r.i!. cou-. t r •, a:-1 th e r e f o r e is wa tc ti e <! ove r 

"'-
" God ···h o 

69 
nd · he:-. i rt- ou l rl not . 
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T i !" l " t e r ore ta tio~ i ~ a l so ~ eld bv Ra shba m a nd 
~· 

1 1 : ?-~·~ ·..,'t ~;)/I ..., ~ .,-p;>J' '' ...,../\.)/: the~J ·-"J he r C? mea n t , . ... ~ 
~~ook~ the b l essinr . " Luz-at o ~xpla l ns f row a n hi s t or ical 

i..,cirt~n t r o"' a curse and a bles ~ i nr oc curred in one sente nc e • 

. v.; - o d ; no to Luzza t ~ o ' s c ow.rent , ~ ix t r ibe s facef' '~·"")~ ~ ;,, and 

'"iY or lf1e otl·er s ide f ac e d Eva l -- the Levi t e s a nd the a rl{ 

c" in- i- the c enter . Then the" t·.:rned towa r d Ge rizlJT' "" nd 

·.: ~ e r ed t he blese ir.9 ; t hen turned t O\:a rd Eva! and ut te r ed th~ 

-=·· rse . r-e rizim i <' fert il e v•h ile J:.:v'"ll ls not : con s eruentl· r, 

· hP. · o-i: se ~~ the !"e · ···o hP is r<" ... i r ded of U•e bles c- i ;:n -nd 
70 

· · e c u rz e . 

1 1:30 ft(~ (,A-- not the s ame or.e me :tli onerl i n J oshuc. , 

· ·I- i-: 1• · ·as .,ear J e r icho , ';l nd there t r.c we re cori;-a ndPd before 

c=., ~ i .,to th~ land , hut th is one i s fa r f r o­

_, ,. , S!»cl'em. R.sri tra n s l • t e s ((. as 
7
1'"" 

'·:z?" t o rlir 9r ees .. ith him •ehementl y . 

~v-~" J e richo; i t is ( • r. .. (..r ... ·~ • 
d A •• r. 

" far. from" , h\tt ~ a "«· 's 

1 I : 14 !.J\ f ,t? o ..,~ (t ,.. 
lier- !:e r e ? r i .. es , "1.'.'r 

~·I~ ,, L ~ ? s" . f-6 ;. ;f•t.1~ • The q~e ~·· 

is Ci'1 t mentioned as a COM on , natur a l 

· - .. tiv·t.ion , <'n ~ rr~ a~ - ~t. range ;1 t"W cne? " The ~if f~ rence 

l:'?s "e r e , 11 i :i ·r.::i. t f~rt wa s elec tive .... r o ,.. t he \'e r mids t of 

,. ~---' .-. J \,,,&. ./'*:l ",,. _,, 

I c~ r;(;. 

ll '! ~e oo l e , rnhi l e the Of"i c e Of (l W<! S h "tOd d down f rom fa t her 

·o -o on . Cre reaso ···lr l~e To r "'h d i d no t set up a monarchv 

-~ ~ .,atur 3 l i nr titut.ion ... a s that f r orr; 7 ou th tre ·ou nC" b ov 

- " rc· ·~l b loC'ld l<ne· hP. ... ot:l d be de!'> tined fo r k i n ship and h i s 

~o~ r ~ fte r h im, Pnrl a s ~ re~u l l oul d le.,d - spoi lt life . 

- ·H P. ·•Pnt l · · , the Tor a ti ciid "' 0 i ~h t o ~moh ~ s l ze that t y pe 
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c f r u le . HO'•'e-ver , t hP T "' r a h neithe r co -anded nor prohibite d 

'?- 0 choice of r o" e r nmen t le:t to tl":e peop le . The r e were times 

·»hen it was nec es!'arv to secure t he nove r nment by q roups of 

;~dres ~ nd at l i mes b· a s i n" l e j udge . In the c a s e of Sam-

ue l - - his sons l ed a cor r upt life so ·-hev d ocided thev \lra ntPd 

a mona rch . The r eason the'r des i r ed a k i nr was because of the 
72 

l:arrou; - nd lor·1 surro'..mdi ,,r him. 

~~..JI/,, f:,P ,-,P/, pa rt of the pr ies t s pe r rnanentl·: 

'· o"' :. watc?' I ,. the TP.mp le , ·h ile t.l"e other sections live1 i n 

··"~!r O'"n to•,.ns "" nd wheneve r the · ·ar i shad tre" came to the 

T~m- l e ~nd se r v ed ~ nd ate of the sacrl f ic~ s with the others. 

'"! c· PVer , ,,. i th D-v i d c a me a c han f;Je . The r e ··e r e t wenty - four 

• •"lcr.e~ ::\ t ~ we e~ ' ~ interval , 3nd no or iesl could ser ve and 
?'J 

~-t: r i f ic e in a w::i t cr. '"h i ch v·a s no t h i s own. Howeve r , the 

a llo·· - ncP was ~ti l l m2d r th". t a pries t c ou l d come a nd rnalre 
7'J 

tis f re-- wil l sacrifice. 

23 : 16 /..:JJ~lc 1( ~?-! '")·~ o.J> 1,[: Thoe sha ll nC1t 

i""" ri so-: :> r u av•a ' • Luz1a• o savs that the ac l o f letting 

:::. r u .... awa·· i:>Pcom1 a f r e " ma n i n ·ro" r hC1uc;e is not an "'Ct of 

rel ~l""m~ a ~lRVe r or r un~in " away i n t te 

r r o- ~P fact t~2t ' he Bibl ~ conl2 l ,s the phe ase , "anrt he 

\••ith thei> i n the mi ds t of the l .:\nd:i - - ·~·e oathe r 

it rc·f~ r s t o 
( c 7 4 

clcvesc:r-;;1 [il1>" • • fro,... i h i s comment we 'lot 

..., .. 1 . ~:.her an exa 'l'p l e of Luzzatto ' s historica l pe rc i>pti on , 

"-u · o'" h i~ c:oci o l 09 ical i n~ i ,.., t. L . For i n this ve r se he cie-
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scribes the conditions of th~ s lave institution and how t~ey 

E: r e in l l':e tab l t of l reatl n<' runawa• slave s . 

one . Thev ··:ande r e ci from one nation t o the other . The fir s t 

c .,me fr om /' J ~ . 
75 

Ra shba m's comrient to t hi s ve rs e ls similar . 

Thu~ we h:>ve presented t.h rounh t hese historical comli'ents 

'he at ' e mpt on the oart of Lu z zatto to corre l a te r s far as was 

nos~ i ble, ba sed on Deuteronomv, a l l t hose histor ical events 

· ·t! i:.r . r-o-ice r ,ed thc:omselve s " ith th e l ife o f the peop le duri no 

t' is eriod . It mu~t be note t ha t Luz zatlo nev e r hes itated l1 

~o ruestion an h istorical lnac curac v a nd attemp t ed to ~ re sent 

;s corr.o JP te a historv of the Jew a s was possib le . 

B. 

Us e of R .::ib ~ inic and Ot her Sources 

loon flPTUSa l O'" l l'-P COm~ ntar\· f urt r e r 1 We haVC r ound lhe 

·1.-e of r abt-inic .::i s -. I I as o'he r sou r ces ··1h ich he cuote s when 

-3~in- s ome of the~e i nte r p r e tive c om~ents . With s ome he is 

' n · ·ho le - hearted acc o rd , . .,h ll e "'ilh othe r s he di sagree s . In 

'hi e- si>c i cn 'ht> '"r itPr ··· il l a •. 'em;:> t t o il lus trate l he ise of 

sol"'e of lhece ~ou rces , r,•1oti n from h is actual comm:>nts . 

I r hi ., com en t on l : Z, i nte r ore tln~ Mose~reproach to 

lc r'1.e l, Luz?at o PYplal ns that he l ~ sup--orted b othe r rom-

·- . 
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m<:?nta tors in his vl e .. 1po int , viz . Rabbi Obad iah d e Sforno and 

R~ sh i, th ou h Ra s h! d i ffp r s s l i r ht l v i n tha t he d i d no t pr e ­

sent this st ~ tement o f Moses all e porica l ly. Bu~ i n this a l l 

~ r<><litiona l com-entator s a r e s i mi lar . Namel ' , that after 
~ 

r:ose 1s 1eath he v:as conce rne~ wi th one f act that afte r h is 

1Pa th thev mi r ht misinterpret h i s words , the r fore ;;:::.;-;J ... 1 1.~ (<c..,:.., 

• Other scholar s s av tha t this wa s not uttered bv 

: ·o~ es l)ut was a late r additi on . Luzza t t o s t ates , however , 

-~~ t hP. cnm entalor~ me r e l v fell or this so utiort i n view 

or the fact &hat lhev we re r onfronte d wi th seriou s h istorica l 

-n~ theo lo - lc~ l rl i fficu!ties . As ~umi nP this to be a la t e r 

" lo~-. Luz 1a t t o contln 1ec: , ·..-h~ t c:hou l d have be n the intention 

o'" t. he~e l a t e r ed itors? This contention is h e l d b" Spinoza 

1..- Trectatus t heolof' ico- Po • illcus , cha f"l t e r 8 . Luzzat ~ o d i s -

::i,, re e~ wi tr 1 i m v~hP.tn"nt l ·r . Thi s "'Ou l d i mp l· r that Deute !"O- "',...,, ,., .. ,/:-

nom w::is '" r itlP.n ~ fter his d ea th . And Luzza t t o se rious!'' 
76 

Ano•re r bone of contenti on be tween Luz za t t. o .. -.,;- ~ ;:...- • 
J' 11.- r '· .r ...!..l 

,-, .,ri the othe r wr iters , was t ha t Sp iroza s t ood "' mon9 those • ., ") ' J" • 9 T' .1 

ho bel l e red th?. t th .. Tor a h, a s i i s t ands no·H, wa s r.ot wr it­
' ~ .r. r; 

ten ~· Moses a nd thl ~ contention Luzzat t o ex l ains i s uphe l d 
,, _,.~-... "~~ft~ 

b" '6 "?ft• , ~s he mi ,..ht 1 i · ~ one to be li eve . 1h<> mean in,, 

··h ich i/?1,1 p lace s on th is ohn s e i s , " Beho l d, he ( fvlos e s) 

PY ~ l~ i n Prj the Torah h ict ho received hetwe 0 n Paran and Tofel , 

~ ... ,; rr- ~yp l a ;ner! th..,t ·1·hlr.h Gori COl'l'-- nded h:m )~""> ')) ,;::lJ• 
77 

•nd l "' Pe end o ... the fo r ti e t h vear of wanderinc , lJ'.ose!" poke 

to Israel th..,t which Gort h~rl com .., nd~~ him. Sifre ' s lnte r ­

"'f'l?l<= ti oi n,... r is introductory v e rse stat ed tha t Israel wou ld 

, .. '41 , , ""'rJ(A 



- 35 -

haVP. me r i t e~ ~ett i n~ to Pa l est ine sooner , bu t bec ~use they 
78 

s i nned the p l ace r evo l ved nd i t took them f orty y ears . 

R2sh b::-m te t es tha t th~ '' went f r om Choreb t o HAR SEI R in 

o l eve n ci?-' S but Isr a e l h::1 d !=ent T~n to s pv out t he l a nd ~ nd 

the ta r r i eri t hem r ortv "ears . Lu z za t to , t h e n , has auot.ed nu-

,...,ero11s c om-P. nt s f :-om v.., rious o the r soi.: rce s , earl v r ab l:i i n ic a nd 

o ~he r•d . e , r.. ithe r t o b o l s t e r h i s own opinions or to di s ag r ee 

· it r th~m. These com.,. ents sh ow no t on l v Lu z za t t o 1 s e r ud iti on 

hut a mt1 l r i llustrate ::\ n ea rne~t \dl 1 i n<iness o , his pa r t t o 

ro ~11or oo l n f ons othe r tha n h i s own . I n t h i s , he wa s a t r ue 
1 I I I : hP. r;: l • 

7 : 4 e.J ;::, .J>lf .., • o ' ' " . Th i ~ does not r e-e r to a 

sc-n born n· 1· n Is r ae li • ish ... oman ~ t t he h ou se of a ':>-.:l_j . 

i h l -= i s n o t s o , for a worr.an , ma rrv i n" a '? ...:>-J , !;epa rati:>s 

tte r th· ~o-- ' r n-r tr" Lord . Th i~ view , Lu -1at•o s ·s , l s 

op-osen }:l·r Sh~,...,o,, ba r Yocha i , ·vho s -. 1 1 ha t f..J r> means 

- .., I ::.rae 1 it i .,_r womc; n . Rab'" enu T~m, howev e r, su p1 or ts 
t9 

~ a tin t h a t ) ' 0 ' ~refe r s t o the /v'''• 
' 

sen of 

Luz za t to 

7 :1 5 ? ,....,3,,-1 • / vN-- 'hcse rPfPr +o 'hf' de t ai l e d a f !" l ic-

nd in re l a -

tlo,.. ·o thi '" he re f c> r <> to a s i - ila r opi n ion bv. Pl i n i us , a 
eo. 

~ i'" o-lc natura l is t . 

1 1 30 ,....cc ord i n r to uz zat o , a sh i showed no knowl ed pe 

c,. ho T'w1c t 11::\ tl on i n t>ie - ible , for he fa i ls to r e c o ri n l ze 

t,r.~ rnr-~ni~· c: chan,...,, i n r el:.tion t o p1lnctuati on . nambarn did 

c l- I"'" ::t '1 1l:1d"r 5tl'lndin 0 - it - - ::tnd l wa s i n relation to ' hts 
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8 1 
· ~~ · Luz~a t to round his J - t e r ~ r ~ la t i on of th is ve rse . 

21 : 4 R;:i s ri a nii tne imd i e"a l co-rrre ntator s t r ans l a t ed /,.,.J 
::s .,. ... " .,1- c i"""'- R-=>rrb?m trans l a t c> d ),~a s me "' ni nr <}<}-St}>'"' 
- 101d 1 wate r . Ar.1os 5 ; 24 , " l e t ju!: tiCP flow li ke wa t e r , 

i hleo·.i~ne s · 11 ·c a pe r e n- i a l s lre..,..m . " And t h i s i s the r ea son , 

Lu z ~c;tt o e xp l a i ns , that thev co'f ma nde d t. h e _,') {f"' t o be c as t 

:-Lo.., /..J1 1 lt r~, !" O tha t 'l'e "'a t e r ,.i - rt obli te r a t e the 
82 

~l o ~ti a s a r ~ t onemen t . 

2:1 : 7. ....J,.rfjlt .r.:)?f< r f ~l"'·i'~ I . Rast i !" t~les lh-; t t h r e " 
R> >~ 

·,i-ds of !.' l Or.PS ~ r~ r~ fe ,· re t.o r.e r e rut Sot ah conl rcd ic~s and 

"' 
s~ ·· .- it troe"":i:- thre t i mes- : one ···h ich 1.:os e s se t up i n I.'.oa b , 

0:-1? '"e ur l'"' J ochu"' i :i l h e Jord"'r. and o··e l r. Gil r.a l. Ra sh l ' s 

a c -c;.n-:l t c. 1 ' i es o ~n 'Xlent iU-. Sot ah , eYc e pl tha t l .. ose s 

-. ... : 1· - 1 n• 'J•em. Accor1in"' to~-,-;. ,..._'>.,?t "'i i n h i s Sl f e r Ze-

· ~ron , i,'o-e .. se un t ·11e l ve c l ones ~ cr os.., U·e ..! ord~n i r I.r.oab a rrl 

o;:- ori t e S:,::i "l~ ar-ri doubl e'1 tr.er:i rlnti b r oucht t'tlerr t o G i l .:i~ l 
·s :: /JfA::inrl this , s"' ·s Luz.za t +o , i s the cor rec t i nte r pre ta t -

/ P. 't 
ti o~ . ~c r orti i rr to t hP P ' shat this r e re r cnce has no r e lation 

• , • p.o ::i 1 t · r of J o ., }1ua • 

0 ::; 1 l • ht> 

f ,~ /1 iJI -- a c i:ord i n +..o Rash 1 t1"e curse s he r e 

r e> ti. e ~yprc•sr ions o f l,ose s own tho· ~hts , ~nrl a r e to he fou nd 

i- ?'eci1 1 a h '\ l, i - hi:> · ·o rdc o f u. baye e ( ,,/:',/. ) . Ra s h i, in 

-o- <> r,ti "' on u/
1
11 sa·r ; t• e ~arr-:> •hing . Th i s i s , the r e fo r e , 

-r i l l1"~ tra tion or f reo wil l i i" t hQu oht ;imon thP ~ nc ients , 
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-n -l "' I h ou' h h~ll.,.N?> " -"' .::>i' said i n 2 Ber aitha t hat th'JS the 

Lord 

<>ven 

h=i d Fpoken i t shows lh ;.i t the Torah wa s not f '""J{.";) /'', and 

if it "1ere t this v e r s e is Mose ' s ut te r a nce . And r a b b inic 
8 5 

cu r ce F c ·ed it Moses with the curses a nd the s e th ~uch ts . 

32 : 8 -, @c.1/ ..a ,Ji/"'6 --.11rl!-;::.~ ~ 1 : For a lonr time 

L·1 z 1"" .. o ··?s re l uc tant to ac c ept R? sh i 1 s int ::o rpre tatlon or the 

· " r FP , r!z . he .-et up se\•ent 't "'lat ions , s "'~ a i 1sl the 7 0 s ot: l s 

·ho · ·i:o nt dcmn ' o Jerusa lem . Lu z .. at to now sePs the P ' shat a s 

··~ !d"a or 7ent!oni~ ,. thP cre ation o f seventv nat ions 1s pa-
86 

r - J el to ,/'' "1..1,<1 .7,f , wa s mo r e i mrortant than God 1 s oocdnes e. 

')~ jf, /-H / '"'-- :> nc n ' ,. 0 e i er C: od stood 
t: 87 

fn t e r r> r e taion br Rash i • •. (--; c....M.. ~ ~Pfor e h i~ , th i s 

3 7 : 1 Z · LJ 0 • ~~ ;:i -- The word ~ ~ ,) i s a 1 wavs found with 

)>? • ~ • x n -1 ac --or'1 inn to Onk" l os a nd th e Tar $'.Jurni m, 
ee 

rP " "' n t o I srae l, ''hi le !_}nj ' rneans ? '~/,.,. 

3 ~ : e 'i> ·" ~ ' _,. . ~ -,-t11 • ~ose s thunder~ over t he death cf 

r i '" }:\ro thPr ••ho r~d no sin . Luz 7at t o sa s t hat it wa s irnpos" 

l i '··el ·r •rat 'hi '" · as ut. • e r ,,ri b· · an one li' ir. cP :-,e r a ti ons afte r 

Aa rol" . FICJ""" re r~ rs to the f ir ~ t r a nk , P~ if il ~hou l d be 

,; ;<Ecover <!o t h·'l Aa ro11 ···as ""Ot fTlen tioned i n •he first r a :tk , then 
89 

it "'nkc>~ lit1 l c> -i if ,.e r enc e '"or was no' Aa r on ;; lwa·rs ··· Ith Moses • 

..... 
•,/1 J 

-"' "O '") ".) " • v . 
\ .J .. 



- 38 -

Chapter IV 

A 

Use of Ha l acha 

The body of Jewi ., ~l a·or which we call Ha l e.cha h i\ s a lways 

~~ 0~ a c r Pa t bone of con t enti on a mon• schol a rs and theol ca i -

"~p . The r e were t h os& , on one hand , who tried to expl a i n !t 

"w::i ~r , "'h i 1 e on tre otre r hanrt , there we re thos e who a dvocated 

itr s tric t o~~e r 1 ance . Luz zat•o has a l wav s m~ i nta i ned t hat 

l'h e lawF hold ~uav lhour h the l ife of t he Jew was s imp le , 

i~nor tant vet f Pa s i bl e . Wi th thi s f ac t wel l i n mi nd , Luzzat t o 

i :'l hl F COTT' .... enta r r to t t.e Pe ntateuch ~ uemnts to shed h i s li gh t 

o- •riF bod·• of Jewish l aw, ~tren. the ni no the f ee li no that 

·i-ece l a"'F were s ometh i n mor e lh <t n i "'l tell ec tua l mons tr os i-

t ii>F ca r · 'ed ri o-11 n lhr o11C"h thP a p <?!"' . To h i m lhe ' "'ere ·ital 

~nd important eve n P S t hev we r e tho·s~nd s of vear E previous-

1·· . ln th i ~ sectior , 1 he wrl t c> r '.' 1 11 1 ri ' mons trat e b" l lius-

: ra t ion , Luz -~ t ·o 1 s r eae t i c n to r e P. ~ lacha . 

;)) : 
I 

Luz ~a t t o s t a t es tha t 

J·<>~ i t ,,..., ~ no l on•e r neces ' a rv , acco r d i n to l aw, to t hrow 

'h}o~rl 0 " M? ., !ta r the n i t beCPme es r pnt ial to ~ ive the Or de r 

l t " t Th "d of )/~ ·A ex" r•s sed t.e r e was t ha t i t 'iC o ea 1 • e i e a ... .. 

'"hou l d nol be drunk ":hil " fl o••d nn f r o"!" a l l v ina being . "And 11 , 
Luz ?;\ t • o cont l nu~ F , " the r e e xist ne oo l e today who !rink ~he 
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b loo-1 of the ir a ni ma l s . " Bu t lo for e s t alJ !Ouch a pr actic e 

' he la· . ..-~ were m'loe JT1o re s trict. He r e , we see t hat Luzza t t o 

looked u po ri t r e i njuncti on r f>oardi nr blood not as ~o.nethl nc-

- r cr.a ic ::i nd ou t ···o rn bu t a law which even l r the dav s of Luz-
90. 

za t o v1as ap-. l l c~b l e and one p os c:essed · ·lth r eas on. 

13 !1 0 Whc>n the v e r s e mentions t>~fc.1 ~ · '-3, ":e deduc e 

tr~ t .... hen an intiiv idua l 11ent on t ri a l, the case was r- i ven for 

t tl a l to a c ene r al bodv anrj conv iction wa s based n ot on s in-

~ 1 ~ te~tl mon r bu t on thP te s timon of men. Her e , Lu 7zatt o 
~ 

::;s ..., xpa t a latec ::o Je"' ish l aw ·~·hic h i ., t he l a s t a nal v s i s ha s 
9 1 

f o11nd the bas i !' o" our mode rn s• ~ t e m!' of l av: . 

15:4 /l·F>/.. / "·~· 1,J lo o9A : after he s a i d onl " from 

• " "t r ::1nr" r rra •.r .. 0•1 t ake i nte re ~t, I ' then occurred t o h i m 

t.r::t 'l-, ,:. lsr~ e lites ffirl" onl ·• l e nd to c.-t r anoe r s , so t h i s ve r s e 

""" S ad ied as :.\n afle r t h ou,..ht - - t hat on J· 1 if t he r e b e no ne P.c'y 

.-.. -mo., rQJ.Jr ov·n peop l e may ·•01· J i:> nd lo c:t ranger s . Lu z zatto 
•._l., '-~u..t~'~ '1 ~ .. .. _ ~ t...... ~..., ~"ft..,.,......-

~ ~ r. irl "' r ~ r e~at i o~ b~ s ~r o, the Tal mud (B. Me zia) 
. " 92 

-nn .. ho"' .. 1'i c t o he an e xamp l e of l<e r>n H2 lach i c ror e~ l<-ht . 

1pf:l/ /".3 ,,C)@ ... .-1/lr..:J/: ., c c orrii r.n t. o the P ' sha t 

fro ... ·.h "' /1t.Y a nri was e a te n roaster! , a l l bec a use 
"- 1-V "T • 

Bu t the" Pesach" of of" ne r a tlon s tha t 
/\ 

fol lo···e ri vra s of 1 -;>~/ }''~- - c o• l ei be -:o k~~ in_ wa t e r .!:::.-~4 f'(.,--f:; 
;::}~ " ~.......,"~ 

herP e xi ~t ed -io 11e ce~'" il" f o r hur rv,,.--- Luz za tto fre -
A 

Jr-n tl}'r t<1kes oc .... a sion t o exp l Rl ., nbvious r\ iscrepancl e s a s 

exi~ te~ i" t ~e Rbo·e i nju nc tion. It se nmed t o be Sheda l' s 

on-iP .... t honP. t o -"kP. e;och of" the ~e l a··s , c lea r , c onc i ~.e , a nd 

~ l ,..,,p l e . 
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t he j udges a r e unab l e to dete rmine 
94 

1 7:~ l"~ f"J ,. ";> 
'~ethe r the murae r w~ s premedi tated or spontaneous. 

t h e c ourt v oul d not d Pc ide he r e , l 't:7 , .~f J''/' .,,, 
" h,,the r t he '1e1".ands of the cre d itor 

95 
i n a sui t we r e true a n d 

iu~ tifiabl e . 

17: 9 / »,.., .?'-"' ;:;, -;:> , "'.;) J ., ~4 ~lil>~ Ji I • Whoever tto l ds 

tl-e ru l e at that particula r time whe t he r it be i n t he hand s 

of /' ~ _,,.;::,, P r ies t s o r und r a secu lar rule r. Th i s la···, Luz­

::at• o ,, XF~~l n c: , ic: an il'us tra t · on o f the f act that the law 
96 

o r Israe l was fl e xi b l e and se r 1inr t he ne Pds of t te t i me . 

18 : :3 '"" t::Jj":;-,/ ,? 1·,,fvl l'\3;) . The bodv for a sac rific i a l 

011 r-oc::e "'a s rl ivide d i "lto t h r e i> ..,a rts: t he hea d, lhe hinds, 

an'1 the i nsides ; ·nd f~ o~ these a ~resent to the ~ri es t v~s 

- t 'en. 
91 .,._ . .,. .. , I • I t.. · r. > *r l/ ... . c., "'- ' , , • "~ '-·~ "-

20 : 6 ;ff,, r, J. . . D iri no t ake out the f -ull s f or 

e~t1..., ~ i , Jerusa!em. Th ir noec: no r efer to r Pdemplion, b~t 

ir u""~b l e to brin lhel"' 'o J e ru~a l em , he re cie i>ms them by mone. 

~ni €al~ t~ip-s ~e buvs i n Jeru~a l em . I mport ant th i ng i s the 
98 

Pali: · i "" Je r u::.a l err . 

20 = 11 0 # r p_,f /·':>· Luz ?at t o sa·1s t ht> t i t is imp roba-

b l ll? ' hat • he 'v r iter meant 'hat ls r ae l cou l d at t ack a peop le 

"'itho·it ca tJ se . At t he ~eo i n-i l n · o,. the cha pter t he writer 

~ oPaks of 'Taki n wa r ,. itl· tre e n P.m i es , and by e nem:es he neans 

• r.o.-e •1,1ho penet r~ te ·he ir boundar i es "nrl lhr~aten to take 1 t 

~wa·.,· . Th i ~ whe "l He ;, t ci te s , 11 t hev sha l 1 pav t.ri butP 11 it i s 
99 
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21:1? '> there are two int entiouo m .. de 

in vv. 2 end 3; the f irs t is that all IRrnel is 

in t he s t at ement 

one end the t he 

that no one can atone for blood t hat has been shed except the 

one who actually did the killing.And i f the J:i l l er is not kr.wn 

and i f they cannot reacha deci s ion the procedure i s as follows :the 

el ders bre ··ak t he oalf , a sign that the elder s we.sh their ha&le 

and that their haJ1.ds are oloan .The second interpr et ation : s t ha t t h 
1 00 

they may not kill an..vone suspected of a murder. 

? 1:12 -..1Jf?'»/ ""and t hou shn.l t br ing her t o thy father ' s house . "This 

o onuu ~nt ~:as made in the name of someone el sA, ,The 

meen1ne here i n that he should not compel her to become hi s bride 

immedi at el y ,but should ~ive he~ ample opport unity t o acclimate 

her s elf t o the new environment--snd shaving of t he head 

of mourn.1.Il8 "for sep~ation t'rom the f ather's house . " 

2?. :17 /::> ~ Je.., @IThe p~rpo r.e of t h e cour t her e ··· ~' s t o preve nt 

:? man f.,om s l enderinc hi s wife--thus they made the 1 w so etrbgwnt 
W2 . ~ 

ond teohnio ~l. - Thi s U not Luzze.tto • c own statement, but o...oteR 
-rJ..;..1 cJ,-..-' ., . 

another sourc,. ilere c.Ra_n we see t he at t empt t o pre sen~ a r e.ison 

a ' etrP for 1 ewi~h l aw end s o bu il a. oul we:rk ac,ei nst the a t t acks 

of those who c laimed t hat the se l aws \'IP. re made wi t h 11 t t le f ow•sight 

t?nd had no be a..rin~ on the l i f e of t he people. 

22 : ='1 _ .,2.;ofJ.J(aocor di DP. to the P 1 shat, s he played harlot 
/> , :J /f 
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ra rl ct in h~r fa·he r ' s h o1s e and admlt ~ed her non- v i ro i n ity --
t...L...t..,...._, ..... 1.J,._., J C.... c....,.,,._ ... ...,) .J.~ ~~"" ' " f i~t t:::" -< .u l. 

~ •h i n ~ :r i -r l · e ~tePmed 1-. t hose dav~- Bu t agai rysentenc~ 1(,,./ /-
o "' <v-·' ,c 

onl· · pa s ~ ed b the ev idenc ~ o, an e' e ''l itne s .. , a nd ~Luzza t t6 ,,.._ ~....., 

• 
~ } 03 i. '( cJl. , I , • • !/; 

r~ lhe ve r se sho·tl e r e a d ) f"" t J. . . · ·· 4'\. ' 
(. . '~ 

23 : 1 8-;>-Q_..~ ~ ';"> ,~.....n 1r 'I • The ve r se m~ke s no "I t empt t o q::, 
nrohibi or -.u· ish he pa r tie !': i nvo lved , but t :- ie r to :- r event 

''e <> xi~te71ce of thr> th i nr itse l f . I n o ther •·!OrC:s , r emove t he 

c :i 1 1 ~e ~ nc .. o:i r~move the cr i me . ruq:.ose o: this law, e x pla i n s 

Luz~a t •o , w~ s •o i ::lCrease a nd c t r~ n~thrn tn n -arriage in ~ t itu­
l 04 

• i er. . 
yrs-~ 

I ,. h"' '1:·ochri" i: rioi::l businesc i n ··our l a nd take 

r-Q__J I i'" t.P :<o p0 :" ref r ai:t 

~e ~ suc=e~~ful -~ rcha::lt ~~en 
./ .. , ....... 

r - o .... so doing . " nc! 1 f the J ew 
105 

::o l s o take intc> rest . 

::o ·u::o -- · i•t 'rP. '"'OS'ibi lit '· O(' a -:-an dri vi r1 out ris. ., i f e and 

.-. 1 ::> i .- c: i .- i •)d i C.., • V r: 0 r ~ "' r i ,. I d i I o f 1h"' ra r ri::io<> i n" i - ~ .. 1 

106 
• ·· • ~on . 

7..4 .15_,a..:.J(:)v H Jll~{ IV"l,1/, ,,[ Fr o·- tt.i r •JJe mi·· a s !'ume 

:- :·.~ to·.,.. ,,: :-. it ~- ·e:- : · ···.e r e·1pcn r.r told the exect;tor t o 

·-

Bu t th l s i rr 
1 07 

. .. 
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,-, /iv/ -- as ::urnr> · ·ou ::> r e th.i> udoe --

lr.2. r S pea k - - ~ n d ' . OU 0 f 0 rt h i n I• OC en t , 

(<'. , , 

v.;•·-. 
1/ • 

+ ~c ~ i r "'ha 11 ~I? upon · rou - - i i .,ou see · rou·r brothe r r eceiving J· 
l'Y , ... ,, 

, (, . 
-C' r~ -cn i'"hrre n' than nec e s sar " and tha t • ~ wh·1 "..he la" ' sh ou l d 

: ead - - -;d thou sha lt s mi te hi - befor e h is liti -a tor a nd 
108 

· u~~e - - ·~o .,.h ou l d watch. 

?.5 : 5 / ?l'J ' />•;t /"r ; ,,.,...e..1 ·~ . '•;h " , ask s Luz za t o , rloe ::; i "l".. men­

tio1 / 9 n' 7 For ho'· , he - ue r li or's , ca:'l ·-e c once ive n: the 

-i:-s e i b£li~· · o" t roUe r s not dwelli - tccet; e r ·hen t ?-.eir in-

">-e r~ ~2nce :s i:; ""' roxi-it· r tc o :-e inothe r . Per haps on one oc-

c- si o:1 a ,.i rt re !."u lted :-e t · e r n hi- .. elf and hi<- t- rott.er ' s "Nife 
~-.A.-.,, I 

- i · e di1 :iol pe r :· o,~ t!-c ;i r h of Yebo:::ah ::. s ?. resu lt . ..... nd 

:::'te:- r e -,e ra Uo-::- r.:::d ?c S '!. t re s.a"J.' t.: .at t!'.e ;o/~, v1/SHwas 

- rowi ; ... l~ x -s "'l r P.rul ·- of f 'lr:· i: e ~ li .. i ., ... apa rt <-0 the·r lried 
hM } ~ 

• • P not P l ha t i n 

·-~ .a ",.er-i-e ··~;:: mi}- "._ 2 Ve :!)eP~ t}"e f.:2U ~P. v: <"UCh ::> la ';:,~ ­
~ 1 ,. 

75 : 1 0 1~ ,,-,J>_J!. be 

26 : 12 

.... r 

I 1-.J · · ~ 
~ ~ ... , . :.. -T' . 

f { 

lJ " -.. 
.... .... 

l '::- ' a sro h i < this ··e rse - -

~ t ··~ o r. ·hen. 

:}A ft, [I "'t) 
'I{/ '"'vlj s>j.i) 

J-~.pl :-ef~ rs to 
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h~ i:,.c~ ..... ~,, ,, .. ....... ~ ~ ·C. < Jc, 1 ,. .. "> ~" r. . 

~ ....... ~. 0-<;;V-< <.1 s ... t.. -..~• · •·- ~ ~~'11,.t1 ,._ 

·•·h i l e _:Jf(;::J '..Jt .G'e r.6 i~ the thi r d t ith e . But the ve rsP makes 
11 2 

refer e:lce to it as ~ho•i"h IL ~·.re re onl v one . 

27 : 2;/.3A1,J h J I .i;. __ t h is i s t h e bu 1 ld inc of the a l t a r a nd 
1 1 J 

ri tin" of the ~tones anti readi n the "Be rac hah" a "'ld Ke l a l ah. 11 

Z7:5 !>~3.J _?...Q.. "'~pf, h i ~ rices not mean lh~l the ir n l ­

t r ·va ~ fT'ad c out of the same a l t a r l h a l I.~o ses wr ote on . The·r 

···ere corrrn::,:id e 1 to se t up ~ tone s upon whi ch to ·•1rl t e the corr.-

.... =nd;-r.cz nts b u t ·r.e·· ·.vere al s o told ~o se t up s tones for the 
l 14 

~1tar . Tris i s not one inc id~nt . 

···e h:::ve se r> n th::t t : o one c ol'."- enta tor the Ha lac ha ·1ras 

:-:err ~?-.::> -. ::: r::ic d·r o: s trirv:rnt corr · ar.drnent s ot:t.mnd e d ~nd OtJt-

1 ; . h l - tr P..a t -

-en : a-~ ~~~-er.t s of ·~e~e Ha l achi~ ?as-age~ Luzzatto con-

l r a l a ·,:as !.O te :o·;r.1 

:- ::-. :s a::c :e :-. : la· bo k ·r.e r e ;.;as a r <?asor. : or its existence. 
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B 

Exeoe t i c a 

In his sect ; on the ~r ite r ~e re lv ha s i ncor por a t ed those 

ver ses "'hi ch do not fa ll into :rnv of the other four c l assi-

fications tut "'hich illus trate his r:ie t hod ::rnd man- e r of in-

le r pr etation . The·1 shO'" " tti t P l auda bl·1 h is abil i tv ;; 5 a 

P ' shatis t, his nes ire lo m;::i ke eac~ verse in t he Bible l ive 

3oain as a vft' l i nfluence l ~ t he l i f e of thP J ew . Fr om 

these i!l uc:: trative co-.- Pnts "e 9 l ean the fac t the Luzzatto 

ctr-ine~ e·1er·· e"fort to ~lmp lt fv the complex , to facilita te 

t~e di f" icult , t o e y o l~i n he i nco~ry r hensible. 

Th i s does not mean onl v l a -

borio··~ rh·· dc::i l l~bor tut bri n~s ir the i dea of a burd'3 nsome 
1 1 ~ 

Luz ·~tto s avs this does no t 

refer t o i:riom n < - :::i re Esa u and Edoni id entica l . And hO\I do we 

•m ow? Becau s e l ., Nurrb'3 r s 20 the '1 i f'f'e r ence is not ed by men-

tion in thP kin~ of Edo~ ~ nrl he r e the k ing of Edom is , ot 

~ention~'1 but ralher t he cri l d r en of ~sau . Howev~r , we may 

find trat ::i ortlo, or thn ~ on of Esau ::i r e subordi na t e to 

the ki of EdoJT1 . Howev e r, Luz 1aVo disce r ns tha t t his par t 

of the co~ ·Pnl ~oe~ ,ot hP lon ~ to t he corrment of Rashbam 
116 

•·.·hof!'I he !s ,..uolln0 , but lo someone e lee . 
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4 : 20 ° Ku r Haba r ze l " he:- said " Kur Habarz~ l 11 a nd no t 

" Ku r H~zohor" 1'" ha t ' iv i nr a mean i :·v of t e r ror a nd mi serv 

·.-ithin "hich.. i t · .,.as i mpossihl "' to sta nd. Luz za t to c om· en ts 
/ 11 '/ 

"'n t h e /.:j ? iJ • 

4 : 40 Up •o this noint i s ' he i nt e r or eta ti on of t he s ec-
~ ,, c;(._ ,.-.~ . ' ·~~ '- •·lo· 

t ion r -?C'a r <l in "Yodh Al eoh Yorn" ::o nd l .. oses f i r i she~ his wa rn-
. f\ 

{.., .... to Is r ae l rnhich i s a sort Of i :itroductlon t: .... Lf.o :=i al<i RC: 
r .... e Co.u.~•. 1 cf, I " 0 

9'f: • · - 1~ove n-:o nt:. -J And he r.c _~.lr.s-lhe ~~= 1 mak-l nc. -Of. he 
118 (.L.1 -• .~,,.~. l'4><•~1(...-. .. ( .__...(,,fn ...... ;,_N~" '· t "•. <•(, <.~H / .. lf,•t•'1 

C Ol"IN\aJri, • 

9 :1 8 "Voesnapa l l i:ne adori• l kori shono" -- from Exodus ut 1 °"' .... ,.. it ... •.l 4..A ..... ,.1 ' 

· e athe r ' hat Mose~ was i n 'he moun t ;o l n t w,, t i l"'e s , once for l••-f '·•.1 

thP. ....J) /1vf ( Ex . 24 :11 ); a nrl once for U-r second t ab l e t s (Ex. 

•,q :ze ). HP r e it is s tate d tha t J.'oses spent '"ortv d 3 •s i n 

o r a·•e r .;? nd ras t ino . ~cr oro in · to Lu:z zatto he ri ! d not spend 

'"ort r rh·• c for the SPc ord tab l e t s in or ave r and in f a sting 

~inc e Gorl had alrc:>::>dy r 'rClive~ Isr a e l . Luz za t t o ~ tales th~n 

that ~11 i n <> 1 1 1 2<"' d vs "'e re ~ 01:> n t . Th &? second be in- ~nent 

· · i'..hin ·t-e "ecesce!' or his o·" t e nt , -. nd this i ~ not menti oned 

in Exodu~ s ince i' "'a s a !:ecret delibe r- ::> tion ou ts i de t he c amp. 

Ant1 hc:- r e Mose ~ mention., tre inc i de~t.s and "ne n he says ''Voe s -

n"'pa l l ifne Adona i " he doP<- not sa•.r 11 Boh or 1
' ,, nd •11h e n he went 

,.. • ' 't' ::i lh irri time lrP rmt e r was alread"· t al<en c ar e of and 
11 0 

r . I 0 : 1 Thi s does not r e f e r t o 

onr "lhich ·na s T!'ade f or the e merpenC' 

o '" ihe l'lou r . 1\nd ?f ter l he ~was mad e the· oot rid of i t • 

• 



The purpose was to keep t he t ablet s bef o:.·e I s r el in an open 
120 

ark. 

18Y::PA.J kl f,~i ::; 1f there i s R gr eat dea l of diff e r ence of opin i on 

i n the comment~ on this verse bot h among Jews and Chri stiami, showing 

t at he r ead Chris· iar. oommentaries. ~uotillR from ano t her our.ce 

Luzz~tto states that he shell e a t all exoep t his fie ld and 

and house whioh he has sold because of his oppres~or for the 

rather' s of the pries t s oan r ede em them.Luzzatto sta tes t hat 

1~ the sacrifices were too much and t h ey could not e a t i n the 

set t me.then they could sell t he s acrifice s to the o ther pri3Rte 

or i~ falls to t~' and the chi ef priests t o d i vA4.t and di&­

tribu te emon~ t he priests Jm:t t he s nles money .L. find s d i fficalty 

with (,~JI end emends it t o 
1
v-i ,, .. u1~ • 

19 :19 ?">l.;I }$';'>.Air .fl.,-i:J/ t h i s does not refer to the de t>..th pialty 

f or Cot -?Very /..//4 ~~is put t o d e th.You shall de 0 t roy tile ail 

from the lnnd for other -.: i s e e.11 Israel wou l d be hel C: ~il t . · .In proof 

o f t his L. cites 2r :24 ~~ ·/-4.~t~~l; i~ this ref~rred to the einner °" l ';i A / r ._,,,_,.• 1 C ' 122 
L • says the text would be ;<:' i -i ., • .., • 

l ~ ...!XJ1Jr ~ ,..:) ' "''' 2 .,.5 ;;z:r:>rf>5 ,) f,- .raises t he que s tion why are t'tle curses 

here Rpoken before the ,.,/Jf1 ,,..> -,;,.,"'\ i . e . C!.ap . 28 :3- 6( ;') ., .,.:>) and iiiid. 

1 5-19 ( j) }(r )lie answers tha.t this ch'l:pt e r P..nd the next t hrow 

li~ht on each other,oountinr; th6 blees inp,s auo the cQrses spoken . 

8ee Joshua 8 :33- 34.Thi s i s no expans ion . 

28: 52 f > (."'>9'"' ' Until t he we.lls eo down- - :;his is meta.p!lor:..alUJ.y 

s penki ng;it aotuRlly me e..ns until t he "nlla b i t lillts of t h e c ity ire 
125 

uo lon~er ebl e t o endur~ it . 

2 9 : 9 , , ,. 3) r-.) ,/1 L. s nys thri t we did not f ino thP.t •Jiey answer ed 



48 

.Amen or did anythinff to whow that they were a.ocept1nr. the oov 

ene.nt.but i nasmuoh as they r emained to hear the curses it is as 

if t hey were aooepting,and that ie what t111ana.La ter on 

He a.4dresse~ h1rnselt1 in "V.14, see comment , to those who d id not 

come to t hat ass embly either beoause ot illness or beoause he 
126 

left bef~re the meet~ is over. 

29: 14 ,.tr,. .,,,,I the meaninb is not a reference to the coming 
·I 'i> /J .. P'fl 

generations fo r t hey were not metnione d nor were hinted at in this 

parashah , but pe.ssac;e refers to that i.! dividu.e.l who for s ome reason 
127 

mav have been detained . 

32 ~11 11' ,,.-fi )..y)this D.aves t he parable of lsrnel a!: e. :field and 

spe~s of them as an p-/ s a,ying he w tohes over them 
1 28 

over the YOUJlb• 

.;2 : 20 /J,,////;.H ,,/,,ft s nid in raoc·:er.t as in the :r •. rce1~~ tre 
phrase -we wi ll see \lha t (;OO C:. those dr .ams do t he: nv .: . ( GErA .37: :>o 

We have -ihus eeen fl'om these illustr tive ooram'!nts of L. hi s con-

certed ef£orts e.t luoidity and olarity . Re esoapes involved eXfilan­

a t i on of the text b7 ·e duc i nr, 1 t to +.Jp sioplest understP~dable 

fo""I:l . We can r eadi l y see from thi s me t hod and keen desire e.t sim­

plificat i on why he ha s earne:.l for h i :.iself the t itle of b ~ illl\ 

o:ie of the mo~+. renowned biurist~ of the ate . A P8shat1st in ever~{ 

qen~A of the term--L. Haf' anxious to render an explan.n.tion which 

mi .r:ht stil l be pert i nent rnd applicable to the Jewry of hi s d ay . 
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Chapt er V 

A 

Gr a ITUl'0 t l e a 

As 11e •J <> l ve into J..uz zat t o an ~t ·ernpt to discover a place 

or hi'T' i" the hall o f ~chol3rshi p, 'J:e s ,, e t hat as a ~ramrna r­

i a n h e stonrl amonc the ~orernos t o! hi s dav. l f we a r e to 

,...orr';}ri r e him w ith othC? r con~entators we ar ~ ab l ~ to obse r ve 

tr·a t he ·ua s abl~ to c ope f a r mo r e a d ea uatelv ·'lith tr oubli:in 

nh rasi.? s ;•1hich Rash i h~ndled on l · i nco:J1pe tentl·,r ~nd as we l ook 

i nt o Ibn Ezr a " e :nav a lso r ecogn ize tha t he r~ he co~ld no t 

~t + a i :! the depths o,. under s t a n1imi ·11hich wa s lbn Ezra ' s . Ti,e 

~rite r has ~ecided ~ o treat and illustrate th re • aspects of 

his ·~ r~rn.-.,a tical Cu""'- ents : t he de fi :-.ilive , pu:ictua tion , and 

Tare. um. 

R. . De finit ive 
.. "-",o.,l' J.., (!#t.c - t 

,, G Vl'L' .... ...... .- c·, '°'. 

In ttie ~e com.,.ents t r e ·•rite r ,,ere l v \•• !shes t o emphas ize 

Luz i3 t : o ' ~ c l arit·• anc l uc i dity Jn defi :1in .~ word~ aP1 ;>hrases. 

lio"vere , we can ;o ls o a '"' r eci a t e them a l l the mo r ':? ··rhen \./e ::"e -

&lize that cer t a in d fi nitions are ~uc r as h?v c be e n offe r ed 

1'-· man- · 0 1• our pr esent da y Bi b l e critics . 

t o e labor~ t e a nd emphas ize the 

r1'!f i"'i tP.'1e ~ r o f' the te r m. For , Luzza t , o s tales , " 'acha l " i s 
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130 
'"'ound not onl v to mea n a river but a l so a "Gt uati" or va lley. 

We c ., n r ead i1 ·1 see that Luz:atto ' s d Pfinition i n a com ent 

'°'' ch as the above is a clear indic:. tion tha t h i s best a t 'empts 
130 

a r e oat f orwar d to 9 ive d~ finiteness to his te r ms . 

4 : 6 P_::>..J >fr }h-- the meaninp Of the wor d r) IT'ea ns. 

p'O>o /'f~ . He r e Luzz2t to r efer s to a comr-ent on Gen . 

<O:ll where !" ch use of the ter ... was ma de . This use of 

'l s meaninP ~u re l · · or ver i l v .. :e find a dop t ed by bi b l ical c riti cs . 

As a ri ex a mo 1 e I ,..uote Dr . Bu ttemi• i e se r 1 s l r a :ls !at ion of Amos 

'\ :z ;).Y 9/, ";) JJ (,.,~.J t: vi)S>/ ~« ?" : "Ve r il ., , 

1 ~aYe ca re~ mo r e f or •ou than anv other of the ?eoo le ' s of 
1~1 

r:e ea r th . " 

6 : '1 /J/ ?~~/-- thi s ha s the meani:1f of a r ep ilition 

th., t .. ou <=ha 1 1 r epeat them t· ... •o andthre , times to ·our sons . 

The wor 1 ,1J'J~, Luz ?att o e x!)la ins cor:ie s f rom the root 
~~)~ 

bul the "Nun"° shows that it raw mean..sconstant r ep itl tlon . 

" Th~~ase shou l clrea l 1'· r ead ~ -{;~/but wa-s not-ad~" 
132 

so a s .:l01-lo n:ake the-eom .;1 dme n t too dif'icull te fu l f-U l '-' 
1 " -I, ,~... t • • ... .ic. . .. 1.,, 

~.-. ·f 7 : lf (rf,')---(, ;'/.# '.J - - anv na tion dwe-J ' 'i\•~ b ·'' our s ide 
o.. ~ r- 133 

t- ··· i 11 bec owP ·0•1r s :1a re -- h-1 v•o r ship-. inr- his ~~ ... "'"<7 . 
-.::i 

(' 1S 0 :~10r1~>"J,..';_ l n t~;4 >e r ; p t c r• s t h is doe. not mean 

~d bul "caused sorrovr . " 

')} il- i .. a t·rrP. of J;)rJ; t he ,.,a le of the species 

• l-e re'T'ale is J"') [f-(: ?)@f ,f) .,,hen c rcr.i•n up . 

ciene r a 1 name : .ls f?nd 

/~ i"-' nn ne r a l te r m. fl'~ ~'f'Yone is ca l led 

.. hit.her -na l e o r fern"! l e of P'<-=> J-\S r ecar ds 
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t he , a r e cal l ed Qr;:. :> V't ne?., when srra 1 J - -

···h e n o rown -- but 0 e~nd 
~'/ ·~~ ~ 

k a nd 
135 

Q ;J 'fua v a ~p lv to both. · t11. · 
(, f - '-·--~ ;t.' JOA.I ) ~ 

13 : 14 H 1 ~like 
'j , ;:::. .........---, ~.,J .... 1 en. ....... . 
"l:> I - - S Qmq &av~ not a 

~ 

:- i nple c ooL!. e l erre nt iA it . HovNe r , the "1hra s e not onl " mea ns 
.t-

p~ s -=ive lv no " ood. but vi ol e nt ! -• a c t ive rloino evil. The lan-

ou ~ oe 3c c or di n 9 t o Luz zat t o n ives ac tive meani nn t o pa s s iv~ 
..1> ( 13 6 

'"Ord s . Li ke~Af ::Jfl "J..F=> mea nin0 a lso a J•t>-:> e 

16:6Jl•?.9-.IA /"...A-•? S>Jf.I: this ct oes not refe r t o the ac­

tua l n ci n~cut but , acc ord i n~ to Luz za t t o, doe5 not mQan t lla 

time of t ~Q qctu·, 1 4~RP-Of e t~~ hu t r a t he r the season 
13 'r 

repara tor" to it . L • 
~ ~ 'l< ;i v.) 

1 ,:3 ...J1•13 /f[""').ef -- th" i~a that we s--not commm- God 

but~t just t he op- o::: ite of -.vha t wa s com:anded jus t as when 

f 138 
we sav ? r(, tr • •e mea n i;-, . 

' 
2 1:1 8 1- 'o -- one th..,. t ci oe s not do t hat wh ich r.e is 

-- he ·1•ho ri oes ~ha t -.·rhi ch he was told !lOl to 
139 

d o . 

r '1 ·f ,_,. .. :, c-
.p~--;y j) ))l'i),) ff -- mean ln~ -of the insti tution wa s the ?3: 18 

idea of l e pa lizPd oros tit ution f or the t P,mp l e , bu t the prac ­

ti c e r eeu lte d i n wil d , unc on tro l l e d o r g i es . I s r ae l a bso l u l e -
14 0 

c ondemned t his i1~t ilut ion . 

23 :2 1 r ~) 1rf 1,1111/! The " Ge r" liv ing • t.. . r 

! n tr.e mid ~t o f the " Kaha 1" i s not r e f e rred t o here bu l l!1e 

travel in ' me r cha nt . Rega r d i nr h i m v ou t ake intere s t for a 
e 

l ca n . Ho1•v e r, t he 1 ~ rae 1 i te ~ '"e re no t bus i nes ~ men s o i l 

j'• .:-~, (' ... ·~' "°' , • ....< ' 

"1 \.t<"- ; ,c, . ·· ~ 

I 

$-u. • • r,(lf:'fl • • ~ I ~· • • • 0 1 t. • •z-

' . ~ ...... fl "1 
. 
, ' . ....._.. 

...... ·- ~ . ; 
1,.. ,.. • (.. • .r 

, , ••..•. 1 <., 
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14 1 
was d i ffi cu l t 1 0 t~ ~e i n t e re s t from them. 

Luzza t t o , in this com~nt , take s occasion to ex-

p lain "what a r e the va ri cus t· rpes o f blemishes . " In Pe:-ashah 

1....J'\ \ 7 • , i l wa s se i:.- n t hat these are wheat ailments -- the 

and so in Amos 4 : 9 a nd Ha gr a i 2. : 17 p'Q:>~ 
~ 142 \ 
""T'3 o/tfs Arabic meaninC" "b l C:" ck. 11 

is 

7 I ':/ r ( l'CZ)~ ; 

31 : 8 -1> 1'.J> /f f ..n/W) and ~"'both have the meanino of 
143 

??:>Z , s o lhe ohra se means -qi ?~ .~ Ji. 
3 1:16 -:J.:a.J t h i s doe s not m~an 1-2_) />t , but is a l so 

u : ~d in conjurct ion .. , i th ~ ~fl-- mean in<"' the str ange gods 
144 I ,,. G , - , , _ ,..,. ,,(..,_ 

\.,..( . . 
1 

._...,. r '--"'-·· • .ti' v•"' , 1.-..c._· ~ ···~ 1.-;"~ r • v•DJ"""'--

Of the land . ,,1.T--···--:, ... (.,.., ... ~··· ~· · . · 
32. : li'~#? Jl )1>r 1=> ) 1

: lhe conce pt set forth he r e?: ls 

- t hat. bv ;)/:)10){ s meant ;, :> ~)-- and bv 9,J ..,...., .N i s mean t - 145 
hi ~h places -- that is r l a ce s t hat a r e safe from ~nvad~r s . 

'.'!f? c a n r eadil v s e ,, fro..,. t he rte fi n i t lve ma te r ial o!'~ered 

above that Luzza t t o i s rl '! finino v:ords and phrases •1h en con-

CPPt~ were not svrupulous i n ~hades of rr~aninc s . Especial ly 

was hP i ~ r. r~<ten in of fe ri n~ accu r?.te , sci en tif ic mea n l n r 

~i..,,ce ·.re f"'r o"te n : h e· · had a verr dirECt effect on t he 'ilnder-

c t a ndi'"l~ of t hes~ var i o·J:: coni:epts . Oft t?n V··o words mJght 

~r. .. a renll ·• mean ' h " ~arne th1nc- , vet - - Luzzatt o 1o• ith h is cha-

r- c t..e ri ~ tlc probino mi ·ht discover tt:a t the , . carri ed with 

t em t o ver•r ri if '"c rnt i lTl~ licati ons • . '"\Cease in no in t here 

?1 /N' (21:18) . 
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B. Punctua tion 

In the s t udv an ana lvs i s of Luz za t t o 1 s c ommenta ry to 

Deuter o"lonT· t.h e write r d i scove r ed i n Luzza tto ' s conments 

an il l ust r a ti on of a profou nd kna.dedge of Hebrew pur.ctu­

a.ti on . Some bear ·1e r '· d~fi n it e s i n ila rity t o the rul e s 

~nd opinions re ca r d i n' t he Hebrew ounctuat ion as set forth 

b ou r mod 0 rn sci ent i fie . schol a r Iv mind s . Whe r e sue~ cnm-

mer t s h~vo ill ustrate~ th i s US ' and ill ust ra tion of punctu -

a t ion lhe ·• rit e r wil 1 ~ J vP t he se ve rse s in !"u ! 1. 

~~:;) • l~,,,1 { .,~ , ud . • The ... ord t ')/l/t , e x pl ?.. ins 
J > 

11 :30 

Luzzatto , i p I n th~ construct but not I n he c onstruct in 

r e lat ion to t h e '."Ord r ')~ , but rathe r i n r e lation t o tha 

e ntire phr a s e . For h i s reason , i n ord ' r to sh ow 

~o~r~ fro~ t ~~ r~sl o r t h e ph r ase · n1 a s ~unc tua te~ wi th a 

d.i~unc tive ac ce:i t 'he "pashta " . At this point Luzza t t o a t ­

t acks the othe r com-enta t ors , ~ ta ti n a th ·• t Ra s n i ' s comTTent 

~ha •e1 ~n am~ z i nr i cno~anc ~ of the He br ew a c cent s nd the ir 
146 

' JS e • We c ;: n . ""d il•r rec "'9n i ze tha t Luz za t t o ' s ac cu r ac y l s 

I? - abl ishod ·•hen ··e r e fe r t o ~he 11·ork s b" mod "' • n ···rite r s . 

'T'hu<- \••e St> P tha t 1.'' i l l t a l'Tl ,.. icke ~ a~scri he s- t he pashta a s a 
147 

~JJ l~A-- the a c c e nt is p laced as i f it were a 
l 

f emi n ine ~orm ~u t it is a mascul~ nP f orm. \ l t h nouns whC's e 

the penu l t, But 
~ 

•rnde r isl<11own . en~ "" laces P ie AC Ct' nt on 
----~---------

--- 16 8 
i s nc• ~ 1oun ; it i s a d .> r i v~ live of »~or v-:'- So ~) _,~ J 

~ .. ....h f. ~1 t l 1-,..R,1...A..u.J. -1 

t--ff ~"-4 ,;t_. 

....... ~""' ...._ .... 
'~ ;'i.) .O•c.J 

- " ..... ~ ""- . , c. . .. " • '£ .1 /..1 
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, .. 
15 : 2 \ ~·, ~ {t;::. I~ c,,.e. The ""IUnc t 11ation and c a :iti l-

·• 7 ~ 
l::tion s h.,,,. - r e "' ta!)lished r e l ationsh i p between p-Q,>J a nd {~, , 

t hou r h i n l ate r oenera tioms it appe a re~ as )3 ,~ J.,.e,.t, i n 

Neh . 11:32 . J-\Ccord i n~ t o thi s exp lana tion of Luz zatto t he 

''" Or d C,.J-ts ho:.i l -i be i n the Hi phll, hav inci a c ausative effec t, 

the r e u pon ivi n '" t h e r!'eaniT' a s f ollows : " l e t 3 man cause 
14 Q 

"ds hand t o l~ t c o t ha t 11•hich is i n i t." r) ·/':;) . ( "' 
3 1 :Zl -;,e_/f, 1rf0 -.Jl11 (-,.3/ -.JJlr ,_,.,-j~ I ' .;) • 11Tod :iy , I 

Moses is here speak i n cf 

conjec tur e r ~ the r than wi th d ·elsi on o! ~hourht , s o thev may 

-iot ~a ·r thP. : in i ~ al r e::idv upon us . That i E whv , Luz za t l o 

s t:ates , the " Ba ' ,, le Teomim" r l ..,.c ed a " R' bla" over 
,~, ..../')/<. ,~ y l 

in or d" r t o co.,- ~ct 'i>Q.!·/ ,d th //,..,) , .,nd both to be s eparate 

fr om ,..,-1,..;J. Ho•rver , Luz za t t o sa··s the ··· ord s /,y ,-flft , .... ,s;- 1 

/° 

shou l 1 "ie ac ·P.nted ··· ith a )J cJ-{lf / ?Jf'l-:YJ)a c cen t -- o r conjunc tive 
150 

::icrent . 

c . Synta x 

Ot"'IP. r !-:a :o '.Jtd - a r eno·•ned ~ nd e~ te ~med e"ecet e , Luz -

cient ifi c ::in<i a ccu r ::. t e i • hi !" opin ion s r~'la rd i n>' s· ntax . 
~~ 

Th-u,..h , ~s .. ,e C O!J'I .... - r e hirr w it h Ion c zra, he too , falls to 

~n~ro~ch t~r f~med ~cho l ~ r. rl~ rloc r d -mon~ trcle in t hi s 

CO""-P.n t ar· - d~f i :i it > n ; :-"-i "'nd c l ea r und r stancii :1g o ~ He b-

r P''' ., . ,,u~x ··hie i~ i, ~ccorrt wil:-t the svntc- x "'nd c r amma ti -

c '-' l co1c: t ruc tion :: r·esented b·r the sci enti f i c f" r~mmari a ns of 
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our 0 '-' ''!1 d ::- • I n th i ~ l ast and final sect i on, lhe write r be-

c:ide~ !l l u~trat ions o f he~ e corrents on o ram,.,.,a r and svnta x 

··· il l m;;il<e compr> rl sons f t Ofil t i me to timP. with .1.bn czra 1 s com-

ment, t o d emonst rate what dif fere nce s -- i ~ anv -- ~x lst be-

2 .1 2 ;;;;_ , ,...., .!l.15 -,J:>'•' • the past t ense is use d hi> r e . t~ r .. ..u(.Lc f· ~' 
~~~ ~· 'f" '•>k ... ~t l,J ......... J ... 1.4. 

denot e ~n event ha t has al ~9u t.1 ~:0r:i pl;u;.e , a nd was a f ore- -
"..,,,_.-.I' 

c ast oS lhP r,,tu r e . 
15 1 

2 ;1 5 -

1

? ) 1>f._ In 
r ... 

··o r rc: o f thi s t ·pe , 'fuzza t to r xp l a i n -; , ~ " ~'"' 
• "€' "i n' · - .,ta nc r ~ ·lfl\ere , wi t h ~uf ,.! Yes , 

152 
he ~~ e l ided anc 

~ o- e •1 • e r ..- i t i ~ r o• e 1 i d E! d . Ibn Ez r a , 

4,. .c tr. 
A'\·•• ... ~,5 

~~ 

~lk 
t e same ve r !'e "<'e~ not !=' O to t'ie ('! :-eat l.,,n,...tr. ~ of ,.. uotino lO''~r 

·-r t.,, nce .. ···te r r> i "' l he a v i r - a• ·i.n v e r bs , 0""1 ~ i ~ € li r'ed i n the <<r, cs~lftv 
I!)""'. -::2 r a ' s c o,-;'l~nt ha s ~he S"'re '" --i re~ an1 ac€ ~ .... ~~ ',., 

Cct.c,._. • .-.. ~ ~. 

c u r a c .. 

h~."> ?tiv, 
u:. : !' te r se . ~~is word is fr o~ the 

?.nr-° i !' a i uc.1 '"o rrr- . 

P : 2 j-<4o~ lfl e< f!·e ... o~d 

l"' :it · or1 i •hi~ str. t erre nt -n'1 !:
V•oJ- ''h icr 

l ! t ra ::~ l a te r as fol l ,., .. : 

e: i o J-\Ccor ii- ,.. to '.h<Z P ' si at ~tis ic; not a 7_,. 

t'11t a~ ::: c ltnQ••· l ed-PmP.O l tt-.at rU C h !>he ll he 
v 

o( 
•Jour go os t hing s 

- :1'1 p r o-=--<?:- i t•r , t h~ l r -o- .. o ·i r own se l s e ~ha ll ' 'Ou r ecorn i z e -155 
o c-d ne s "' . 

-;>£,J 
;~not? co~ ec ~inr co~ju~c ti o~ bu 1 p l ace~ as a ma t te r of · -'~ 

t.J I :::1)"1": 

M • A{ {A,,..,.,4 ,. f.., 
"'" ~6 • •• •• 1<;> .... ~ •. 
C· • • ,.J 1' • 
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position t.:> the ~entenee before . Thus here the ~10rd .le (c. miE;ht 

be t r nsl9.ted as however or '' but" . L. quotes a number f passages 
1 56 

whEtre t h e Vaw is so u s ed.Sere he diseerees with Ra shi . 

10 : 11 -J t:J,,J r L • states that this i s the s ame as the Hiphil v i / OA . J •• eRre1Js wi th I bn Ezr e who s~rs t ha t this word ls a 

AJ t) J) ~ 0~ 1nf1n1 ti ve verb 

13:3 ../{r,n ff~ f The v.\!tl>d .,Jtlfr says L. r efer s to o. fo r ecast of 

the future thrOU8ht pr opheoy while the word .Jl <Jtl i s the doinr. 
1 58 

of 1J1iraolA~ . 

1 !) :1,2,,?1 '' ?'"'< p( , J .A ' ' ) ide a of "\..J#' here thout;h a /;@1 
bea!'s t he fore - of a Ji i)JJ" , and / , ~ ,, must have been a 

minor and ~here fore it mu s t be t he cese of a f nthe_ sel l1n0 
1~9 

bondage . 

15: 7 ~, fl/1 fO>f>'-'> ft } L. qu ot in!; his ~eb U.er cites the three 

edi I 1ons of the Tare:um as havinJi/41 r" me aning to o~e and L. 

qusetions whether t he A.ramnio %r-" which ordinerily has thA 

!TleeninR of .4 lli'Tl,!11i ng h~ the me aninP. of "to c~e" and 

t heref or e it mav bA e. Hebr .. i am here . 



·'··· .. • 

- s·1 -

"rc>c.- traint' or n. 11 i thro l tih9 11
• Luzia~to c:hows tha t cfe;1n 

YP r 11sha l rni h::is hi"" one meanln • Ra-b.hln ic ..mas-t.ar$ dfsa{lt:.ae.. 

.. i th 

1-.ave 

Lu zzau.o ~-Vi<H'!ntl .. r , -:s-n11-0e l ieve tha t 
160 

lh s othe~ va~ie.~~· 

16 : 18 l c~fr> oe~ bact to 

How-eve r, it IT'i 

dwe t 1 the re ," hut he ···ords r•-,(iq_ a nd f1 C~1~ dispe 1 this 

pos lb ll it" ?nrt ~o he sec>s in i l the l nte r r r e t ati on that 
16 1 

re!"e " Sh otrim" were se t u for a l 1 the tr ibes . 

J 
4 

.... , J 19 : 19 'j-,Q J\ .,7 ~/ __ the v:ord '{>wh~n it t"la s no name befor e 

e• 
• 1 , • ..,..~ Luz.,a t t" says eve r v bad wit nes!" is not de!" t roved but :-e fe r~ 

""'' 162 
to he ~c t or h lnc . 

163 
20:6 <::l .. ..Clleo1;l<i ::i lso °t>P Pu ... clu;oted as o~ '· 

, /_ .. r 
?6: 12 "'>.!-e 7 -- th:~ i~ no -;o tt iphi l but l s a P i e l a s if 

'"e r e '" r it .. ~: ., ·~.;( And th!~ I s the ru l e with the 
- - I 164 

Pi~ l l ike a Hi phi l root . 

30 :3 Th~ ··o~l~s it a-.-ea r s i n b l b l i ca l l lt e ratur e i s 

not f r om 1110 r oot Jl' r.e_ t-u1 from?lf.. al'vi}{' ..nJ:f[1 s f r om 

"'nd h,. rneani!'lc of.Jl/;:re_ whe reve r I' occur~ i s " Re t u rn a nd 
165 

r~~ toralion of fll('n ~ nd 

3 1:6 f'(j;J ?/ /,( __ 

"h~ cease with hold i n 

t"eOple tc thc> lr orlol nal ~ •.a te> . " 
'.fJ..,,1 

oricina l I ~ was /-Y 1 ;')'Q)")D mean in0 

h i s b~ ~d 11 a s i n 

(Josh . 10 : 6) , th ... ,, .,, ,.te r w;l r d orr.lt1e1 ~ , ,) froir tnP phrase and 
,. ;:) 

s:;id.:JNN cf.,;;>, meanin9 /'...:J,.,..,,,y (':/ ' ;)a:n ;1, then / Q)-, wa s 

u sed '"1th l:e rrea, i ...,.c of t akin,.. ho l d . NO"" , the be lt ••1hich 
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Pr~ssec thp sk in a dds a l e rtness ane f r om l l i s e mphas ized 

tha t t he o r l p l na l mean i na i n J.1.rama i c was J}f} a nd µ 

'IVM -{,/") me a n t just t he rre a n t 

of 

">If'> -- l'\n d then 

l
:-i1til .Ji); anri de r ived fr om ~the•r s a i d 

166 

opoosi t e 

,)@) wJr>(J)> tt !l'ie a n 1 no 

"wea kne sc . • " Up tll "h i · • 11 i t u r: 'l s po1 n ~ "'e mav we r e c ogn ze t ha 

Luz zatto' s inte ree t i n r r am.Ta r l i mi t~d i t s el f mo r e pa r t icu l a r -

I ·· to t he e t vmol " o i es r ather than to s ntax it se l f . Tre r e a re 

!T'<ln· i ... stances '"he r e ""hen Lu zzatto ·· 11 I trac e a d e rivat i o:'l , 

lhri E~ra <r,1;oulrt '"a il to cowr-e n t on tha t ph r a s e . 

3 2 :1 9 'S>...J\i s rea l Iv ~ Qj "' -- :> s (J~ i s ;'\CJJ'\ sot.e r e 
16 t 

to , th~ le l ~e r ls elided . 

32 : 2£bf ;:).") . ,,. 6> ' • • .. r.->"''r ; t he "heh" and the "Yod" ap pea r 

he r e as .n tt C? no~n! -- nol a s in ve r b . ~o t hi s i s a ve r b 

d <> r ive1 ~ro-r a r-.oun mear l n<' " to deslro-·" or " I sha l l cu t o:r 
168 

treir e nds ., ':"lt:i l '=ha ll t::On .. u me the i r remna n t . 11 

th<> ve r b i- Ar ? bic ~s " s et ·. i ~ the> t.able" ; lhe mean lr.c , sa·:s 

Lu z zatio, 11 a:'lc ' .. t'e·· .. it a r o1;..,d <> table b e f or e> · ·ou to r e c eive 

t i-., · ·ord s -nd :. h•· bles ~ i~r a s m<>n si t ' in a t a tab! I? l ool~ i n!= 
1 6~ 

or '"ood . 11 Cr can- ol he l p bul n"c orre lmpr~ s::.e ~ as one 

Luzz='!.t'o " ill t r~ce i l ~ac 1· ph !lol oc ica! " · t o U-e Arama ic a nd 

., r .,.t i t:: r oot . P. i" a s~ur"' i or. that ma:-!'/ o'" i.he~e a re ba s e -' on 
\.4 

A.r:>i:-.aic ,. - ...: Ar .., cdc ro"t ~ ~ ccr rec l , "C? l it rm;.s t be r <?mem-

L 
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<->. , ,,,, ·~ r ,P ·fl /-€.n .:;,,/. Th i ~use Of th~ par~ b l '? I c; found 

i n five p l a ces . He r e i t occurs i n the "N i f"l h;\ l " . ln II Sam. 

? ? :45 i t is found I n t he ~.Jl.;J o Psa l ms 18 : 45 ; 6 15 : 3 a nd 

8 1 :16 i n the Pi el. The me"lnin c o nv eyed b'!"l-t. •n"I l s usua lly 

f t)unr:l I P t.1'e Ka t. Wl"lat wou l ri it mean th r.: n If found in t he 

k i>-1 k') a nd (~_,,,...,.~ W.o s t cofl'l~ e nta t or .. n iv P. I t. the P ' sha t i n­

te r pretat ion as l'Jleani nr " dec e i t " :.1nd "li es ." l t i s w i th this 

in t e r ri r et a tl on t hat Luz za t t.o ag r e t?s . It co1il d n ot havP, an 

: ctive mean !nc he r e -- ! Ince I f It '"e r e so -- then It wou l d 

mean ihat Gori ' ~ e ne miec: b l asT'heme Hi m. ···h l i::h Luzzatto s avs 
170 

!., lmoos~ibl e . 

• 
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Conc l usion 

€.-. f.t... 
Wha t, !h en , ma · ·•re s ay i n a pn~ral way r e o r a d l no Luz zatto 

A -.\.. 
~s an e xe9ete? He a pr ees i r. principle , method a nd conten t 

with he r r eate r, r eno.••ned schola r s o f Jewish sci e nce . He i s 

c onci "e , s l rr;:i l e and s trai gh t f orv•a r d and ? bove a ll a P ' s ha ll st 

i n h i s co-rment~ . 

···.. Luzza t t o wa s one of the '"irs t Jews to dev ote himse l f to 

, ... - bibl i c a l exeoe~ i s . The r e •re re Christi "lns be fore him but !'or 

wa n t o f c ri tica l ab il ity h" d fl un away the true ke rne ls a s 

me re d r oss . He posses .. ed a true i nst i nc t ~or r e c ogn i zin9 

t he true ~p irit -nd '"orm of biblica l li t e rature . He c a l l ed 

~ t ~ntio" to lhz d i s t u r b i n r e l ement s whils t r es t or i nc the 

or i ci l n"' l ones . f'c one bette r than he U'1d e r s lood the con-

~ truc tlo~ or t~e Hehre~ l a:iouage even lo the mos t del ica t e 
171 

""O i - t !' • 

J.1.t. thi> r aM inic ::l l col 'e:- e or Padua Luz z;. t t. o found M:=. n-1 

op-or t uniti a r o '" e ncao ln - zeal us l v i n the s tud~ of the B i ~l e 

- nd asre r t:i! .., i :lr the true rea r.i :"'l-s o'" ' 11o r ds . Ha d he c ontinued 

h<> r• rt"' ve ~tj., -ar V'\ l ua ble con tributions to Je•dsh sc i -

,..,ce , b•Jl ... ~s r - i r htenc:> rl bv his O"'l"' bo 'dnes ... lf t he wa lls 
a... 

or the 1 ="Sor~ h ···e re torn do-··n '.hi:: l e Y.t mi ht t h e n bec ome the 

- re· · o'"" i "lco· ,et<' :ic e ;n1 r evo lut ion c a usi;v· di r e c confus ion. 

He t~e re f or e l ook up 
(A.. 

... ork "" C'r t he ::~ sor/h 

l o"'le . Luz7Alto ... t.C1 od 

~n c~utvoca l pos iti on ~nd r ~-erected the 

o r~~? i r 1 he r a r m t ha' ~e nloht have 

::mon,... those who occu o l ed t hemse l ·1e<; i n 

il t-. '..!'e Scrt --i ture!! lmt h"' wa s t;fl'· 1 a nd 
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,.e::i r ful pres~ i n c l ose to ~ina l . 

'.'.'e c ,n be!'l desc{lbe h i s e xe 9esis i n h!s own words when 

he s tate s t ha t h"" ai) p roache s the s tudy of Bibl e no t from the 

st3ndooi~t of ey r lai ~ i n r it "the o l o g i sch df gma ti sch ode r 

h omi le ti s ch- e r bau 1 ich " bu t "humans i t tl ich , nach eh r e n ew i 9en 

•
1 e r ed " l nde n Geh::i lte . 11 He pos s essed a wide ra nge of .Je'.'!ish 

n d -ec ul::i r !ear- I na .,nd w r o t e Hebre··· ·dth a raster ! " skill . 

Luz ~ R l t o r P i sert lhe stud~ o f the Bi b l e amono the J e ws to the 

di ~nitv of a s pecial tv , r e ui ri n a wan ' s lif" - li ~e a n1 p ro­

f o sc::io:" . Ottie r b r anche s of He bre'" l ite ra t u r e found h i m i n-

to r e !"led . He was 2 n uncompri "T' isin'"' foe o: lhe i n ""' ova t.o r s of 

t he nod " r n Je· ·~ "'nrl hP "'as e :Jal .. . seve r e o, the me ii cva l 

wort h i es . He ~ toi:id •oremost ~· on t he earl " Bi ble sc hol a r s . 

Thus , do we h e r e r- onc l u~e ou r ev~ lu ::\ iion o,. Luz?.at t o , lhe ma n, 

t~ e Jr" ~nd t he ex e pete . 

fi n is 
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26 .. tUzzatto,S.D. Stellung Zur Bibelcritik--J.Elbogen p .. 463 
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