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OHAJ?TER l 

I. THE PROBLEM 

Tha aim of the following 1nvoat1gat1on is tuo-fold •. 

Firstly, to trace, and to cheok as far as poss1b1e, the rab- · 

binio evidence for the ela.1m of many Church Fathers that the 

be.sis for tho Gradual (the cyol1oally changing portions .c)f 

psal.Ias chanted at every ?:1aos), is really a legac7 of the Old 

Synagogue; and the .further o1a1m that the practise of chant

ing verses of psalms varying from per1copo to per1cope 1s 

authentic, and a direct patrimony of the Synagogue. Further

more, evidence wlll be adduood to indicate that this practise 

of chanting psalms WB.fJ already 1noludod in the Synagogue litur

gy e.e early as the third cantury A. n.1 
secondl7, to demonstrate the npologet1o 1\n1otion of . 

the psalm per1oope of the Old Synagogue, a.nd its apoloceti~chOJVc:o..<:.1-U..,) 

~~~ ~t't:~~·uiah interpret.a tions as made by the ecoles1ae• 

tic 11turg1eo. 

Pro!essor Jacob Mann, addresn1ng him.self to the first 

of these problems, proposed 1n his book, The B1'bJ,e P.a llM4 '1end 

J.>reap)J,ed 1n thg Old S~~ogie. Vol. I,2the theo:cy that during 

a certain period of Rabbinic Juda.ism, chiefly in the AI:loralo 

and Sabora1o period, parts o:t the K.atµb1m regul.arl1 constituted 

along with Torah and Ha.ttorah, an element of the regular Scrip• 

tural 1eeson in the Synagogue. This Hegiogra.phi.o pericope, 

aooord1ng to Mann's theory, ohangod eveey week 1n aooordance 



Dr. Ludwig Venetianor. 1n h1s study, lA"OYDmrz 1®3 111• 

4auiam.e !ler i!~Plmon Lg}rt,on,-' attempts to Uluotrnte tho 

apologetic function ot the psalm perloopo. Jt'tann al.so po!ntu 

up the oo.rne cll8rn.cter1at10 ot the panl:m lesson. inrl.la var, 

z1m1la.r conclua1ona are renohed by Vanet1n.."l0r and Mann, thoy 

are e.rri ved at by totnlly d1j;foren" reaoonlng, and v1n the 

stud7 ot d1freront ooureeo. ~e1r ooncoptions $nd 1ntorp~

tationa will be diecu3sod 1n the tollow1ng paeee. 

Profesoor Er1o Wernor hao attempted to 'tl:'aoe the rolJl• 

t1onah1p botweon the poo.lm loason in the Church, aJld in the 

Syne.go~a by corral tnting 11' Vi th oertnln f'enturee found 1n. 

the X.Qp,1c,m RnhW.t1 to which Dr. Venet1.o.ner 41'ev attention • . 

rro.fesaor Worner, however• 414 no' oomplete his 1nvetlt1~t1cm.s 

JJ.snn's theor1 OnlT ca.me to hie attention when h1a book, ~ 

ftAQrod l)rid~ih lm.8 al.rend)' 1n the publ1oh0r'a be.nds.5 

This paper, it 1s hoped, will help 'o establ1oh tho 

high probabilit1 of J.Iann •a theory. Deyond that.. we hope to 

demonstro.te vonet1anor' a thoocy ot the apologet1o function of 

the psalm per1oope of tho Ol.d synne;oeue. Although wo shall 

try to sum up as far as possible, '\he ro.bb1n1o av1dence tor 

tho claim ot the Church Fathers. and adduce evidence to eup• 

port v~etio.ner'e theocy. the main purpoae ot thi9 paper vUl 

be to verU1 Profeosor Mann' a thea1o • 
. ~ 

~ pri~>r~r,- sourcea to be uoed tor examination vlll be 

th• ri14m,i;;,1rs, E're11h'.~ Babba. Ioa1Jdi.b\ llnl2bot1, and At•ca.dnii 
,• 

·. 



B'reshit. 

II. DR. MANN'S THEORY AND ITS RAMIFICATIONS 

The Talmudic passage (Shab. 116B) shows clearly the 

different opinions of the rabbis concerning the reading 0£ 

Ketµ~1m at the M1ncha Service 1n the Synagogue. 

'lfrc /)IJ /cf ;:>' ; life. : / ~I /' /c.11 P f •1 c n Ji :l~HI 
~'.tJr;,;o fN~f':l fcde; d;o/c:. e)4f/1) Ji';::> f-:>'.6"' 

J>'r:> f.tr!Jf'> re~ 1/t-:J/c ?/VIC fictNet l''' fl 
I ';) I )J,/C. /tr ql»J /c)) I ')tc I, 11p / 1 /(' ~)~JV-;') 
. /c.J4 1 0 /' 1160J JcJ~1efJp1 1)/n Oc/Nt;:J 

)/'f.JJ'lc 'IC /clic /(J)iO(,':;.· /C/JJ/I/;::> f:.'P/JJ.:>'f'> 
~/[lJV? fcfJ, 1Je /c/',.o);]/Vlc }'.A/JJ'fe'~;, 

e.1-;;.Arfl J)' FJ ;P 111H'f'J /c. f 6 dN/c d 1

N S1 i':> 

1 · ~ 'dyN'l)~ '°I f>Nf;;J L't:J ,'1N(<::. fr<:-t.N'6 /'') /,.1.\ 

e 1 CJ N n J>'rv //V'S~ ';} H-:O~· ll J>N~ (:d'~ 
I , '1 tr e ; ~"'?) J) '~ I !Y.5;::} ' (!J , ? 'r I, ic 

/r..d' ~ 1-vj ~~t r.;) 'Nt(//' fc/ I? (crf.:1 /<:/ 
I cJ) Fl e ~ / {!\ n._; N'f:l '° , ;:l /,0 ..:J~ / <:.') ';} 1 o , i' o::J 

/CJ r 'r/V I' N/c.9.:) '° t ( rf )/'({c r~c (')"") 
) N /cf; ~/'J- I { ~ 1.1.h;; )) If(() .J I~').:;, f rel II & I 
f' 5)~ I u /(} 4-PJc h 5lf'l /'I Ip e qr~ I ;::J./j 2) 

'i)(CI?/ /c I ~N p!oQ r ?' J s>J 1~ (::l / 'e')J~I 
1t0v1~ /JA//t i)JIJ ');;,N ~'/fnJ 1/c f? 

1 ;:> vi ..J N / 1"' r c ' ~ ' ~ ..:;J I ,, ;:;i I ' 1111 ; 11 c e ~ p 1) 

6 • .Ji 1 (fl 1 q-;i ·?<ii?,'° e'".:> 1 ; 1 1 r /' r c e ~ p;i 
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The reason for th1s proscription is vasae and unconvin

cing. It would appear that there ~-ae a more central reason 

for the proh1b1t1on against reading KotitJ?1µ (=K). Rashi com• 

ments tli..a t the HGgiogropha were not reQd 1n order that tlle 

Tore.h lee.son mi.ght not be nullified. "• ~) ~ ht~ flJill "1 
c-1 Th- k 

This tollnuet1o i-efarenoe to a lesson .1$- i.. ~ read 

on tha So.bbatll a.t ~U,nQha 1n Nehardea, and the objections to 

1t, give evidc~oe of a non-fixed praotiae, which ""B.riad 1n ·· 

oerta1n oruoial regions, certainly at the time bot,reen tho 

tllird e.nd fifth ooutur1es. f.11ue the ~al.mud does not offer 

o~nolus1ve evidonco either for or aga1nat the practise of a 

changing psalm pericope. 

ZU..'1.Z comments on this practise 1n ?lehardea 2 n In pl.aces 

1n Da.bylon1a they would read on tlla Se.bba.th a Hnfto;rg.h at 

M1nopa i'rom Ke:tuld.m. In Persia and Neh.ardea. they knew even 

from the bor;1nn1ng or the 11th century of special llnf·torcd 

for the whole year, lmich were rec1 ted on Sha.bro t Minch.a.. In 

the i;est thers is no meI!lOry of such a practise." 8 

l?rofEH::aor J.lann, resorting to other sources, indicates 

tba:t the poalms ,;ere rec1tad s.s a reQl].ar tr1 .. pe.rt1te Scrip

tural lesson 1n the syr~@>c;ne. The use of theee psa1ms in 

connection with the ran.dings from the ~orah end Prophets were 

to ba su1mned up 1n Volume III of his book, ihe B1bla aa,. RQtad 

awl '.P~ached,. 1n the Old S~JJa.ei:;oeu.e (which was. never finirihed). 

In his preface to VolUl!le I, l'Ia.nn makes the follo'ttring statement.a 

" Thua, e.g. the analysis of Agga.dat B'res:h1t, with its 
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thrao•fold section to each Sedra bended Tomh• Mov11m nnd 
Kot.ubim reopeotively. rave.a.la frequently thnt the .firat 
ono is ba.ood on one llil.ftorah, whorea.11 the · socond one is 
based on a d1£ferent ono, 'While 1n the section called Ketu• 
bim there can. be dotootea the oolact1on of spcoll'io pool.ma 
to oo recited on given Sabbaths. r~tkowioe, the use of 
p~ll!ls in connection with tho rcndinGs,from foro.h and Pro• 
phets wUl be ourmod up 1n Volums III. · · 

Ft.u-ther on 1n thio anne work, Ma.rm makes the tollowil:le 

otntmentt 

The explo.__,,at1on of 't.he chnt>tors 1n A0cndnt B1resh1t 
hoaded 9Katub1m, 1 nn being nermonn dolivered on So.b'ba.th 
a.rtornoona 1o baaGd on a 'BO.l1ylonian ouston tm1ch doea no~ 
pertn.in o.t nll to our Uidro.sh construod on the Pnlost1-
n1an Tr1onn1al oyclo. ~heae chnpters introduced ext1uo1vo• 
ly by psnllns, ~~1er reprooont the hon111os on tJ:1e J\11zmor1m 
for the g,1von ~E\bl)(l.tho 1n ndd1t1on to the ganeral 
.JI ;~t~ p; 1(J J 1& ?lft:6°/1(Psalm 92) J tlle wllolo mcrtter 1a BU;ilmi3.r-
1zod to.rthor on 1n this work, Volume III. 0 

Nevert.helasa. 2~ann 41d d1ocuoo 1n detn11 1n the prosont. 

volumo his hypothoois concernlnc tho rela.t1oru>h!p o~ the war 

l.y Zodra (~) to 1 to :parallel lfaf.tor....h <=a. ) • 1n Which ho 

'touches upon the psnJ.ma. Hc.nn ta deocr1pt1on ot ti'le devol.op

mont ot sor1pturnl res.dins and its relationship to the. l.UJl.

~ (~.), Will help us 1fo undorsto.nd hov the Tomb, lieit• 

tomb, and Kgtpb'm a;:rfl utilized 1n the scr1pturnl roe.din~. 

The or!Gin• o:r the Scr1:pturt3.l roo.(ling are shroudad 1n 

myotocy otrl.ng to its ant1qu1-t7. Its mn1.n purpose •• to pro• 

vide adult ~duoatlon 1n the synagr,euo b7 070110 reo1tnt1on 

(and atudy) of the To1'ah• Prophets and lloeioe;rapha (=ileg.). 

~hO li. itpelt roveal.eJ the existence ot many- ditferen,. 

ayotoma ot SsduQ.t2m distributed over thG cycle.. ~o Tr1enm 

nial 07cl.e (= t,c.) ez1oto4 1n PnlQotine aa ea.rJ.y as 70 o. E. 
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BJ.caanr ban lly:rcc.nus preached on the T .. o,., eho\rl.n$ tbnt maJi1' 

sh.1ft1ncs of tlie .s.. bad tn.!am :place. 11 

'nle U.. plo.yod a vory s1~1f1onnt role 1n tho trend ot 

the ~. hom111ee. Thero a.ro 1nd 1ca tionQ 1n tho SoO.rlgrim 

(~.) and 114\f't&nlJi (=;U.1.) t'bat there vcre var·1ous comenco• 

ment15 1n en.ch, i.."hioh nn1 go bacl: to a t~ before t.'le f1nnl 

!b:ing ot the T. o. cyclo. ~he Yo:tc ... 1tl®;µ C=~.l homll1os 

wore baaod urJOn theoa older comncnoomonts. 12 

~e ohnrootoriot1cu of t.'1.8 sr. c., 1to ~ and ll.t. woro 

no .follouos tuenty-one veraon wore c1oo1cnatod as a n1n1mum 

rending for the ~. 13 Tho ii.. einilar~ connists of a ll1n1mum 

ot tuenty-one voroea, oorrcepondinc t.o tho ~ rond1ng.14 

Oooo.o1onal.17, the ttet.?rccm or prancllcrn, in. orc1eJ:" to 

cb.orton t..1le sorvico, would uae onl7 ten vora<:l o from. the B.. , 

and oonot1n.oa ao fow as throe versoo, 15 Someti."":lea versos in 

tho ll.. woro okippod oo that the roador nidlt conclude with a 

bapp;y ondtne, but. 'this onl.y e.ppliod to the rending of the. 

I>ropbcto a.nd did not o.ppl7 to the Torell loason. t6 

Vor1 b'equontl.J thG Bible ood1cea contn1ned a ~1al1.Q 

( tJ ) , c1 tb.er a 1; the ver3a Where the JL bacnn or whore t 't 

end.ad. ~be conoludins verse ett.w the 'hippy end.inc" t.bnt was 

added after tho ek1pp1ng, often coincided 'trl:th the ono hnving 
. 17 ; 

tho a1c1im~ 

!rhurt we bave tho oricin ot the W.Old P.aool"et1o 41v1oioll 

of the Pro!)heW .into .em. The fH.zlwn, e.ccording to the t. o •• 
1nd1cotod llh~ra both the ~ and B.. be!J.Ul and andod.18 

-- =-- a;: . 

I 
I 
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1 
The ;:,:trJ_w:i tms t1rat U.tjod aa an e.1d in the uoe of the 

~ . . ~ . 
rro!lhetio Doof"..s o.t tho s,-.aaeog-1.10 o~r'Vice1 ~ tho IL port1ono 

o.o~~~tho ilrJ.. of tho To~ll. At o. lator dnte. thoso 

li1c;la w1"0 un&d oJ.1 owr tlie I>rophota to provide tM ao-ce.lled 

di \°'1.s1on of oooh boo!t, and vero evon ce.ttiod ovo:r 1.nto tho 

llB.z,. • nl:thoueh the lnttor wna nover .rocitod as apoc1£io rand~ 

'~1e. o~oopt for t...iie poo1."!1a Md tlle F1 '1"'& Mn;~atlot. 10 

For 'tho coordination of an ll. to a. c1 vott ~. , a oys• 

"tnm of "~allyi.."1::; motii'a" 'W!l.s u~od, aooord1ng to the follow1ns 

cr1t~io.: 

1) " !,in:;n.1ctie e!£1n1 ty botuoon the llai'toroh o.nd S&drn 
1n tho 1111t1nl. vor~e. 

2) ~o frequent ~..,,c.\ L1tr1noio oonnoetion boirwo@. th& 
Sedrn 0..1'.1.d liei'tor-h. "~o 

:Hore o!ton ths cho1cG 11no cede accord.inc to tbe :£or

mor, but only oo long ne the ll. tm.s ot conaol.tlt.1on and en

oou:ragoment. Somatiooo a g1 .. .ron ll.. could be d1st1ngu1~ho4. e;s 

nL.~ndy the ronult of a given hcdiy that a.irt:4datcd 1t.. 21 · 

4ooording to Mann, 1t l'rD.8 the il• that :tomod the 

brld69 'botHeon tho ~Oroh ~ e.nd the rct1c~1tfl voroO Ot thG 

homily t Wllioh. e.o a rule we.a chooan fro:2 tho ~ •· tl:loug)l not 

alus.79. 1'lluo, the preneher d1!tlon.ot.~tos thB union of tha 

t.."1roe d1V1oions ot Scrtp.tl.lN• Jan'l.h, 111v::1~ n.nd lQ:tubm.22 

fl:\O H1drnsh1c soctiona woro arran.ged accord'-ng to tho 

Palootin!an Qmlunl. cyclo. 2' The i:trl«1Gllta vor.oo 1n the homil7 

wao 1eft to tho cho1oe of the cpooker, and 1 ts oonnaction to 

the iomh pericopo,24 i11a JI •. w.s not ues4 tor that plll"pOao· 
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because 1t wa~ used throughout. fhe verse chosen to 1ntro• 

duce a part1cu1a.r l'et1Qb.:ta. was found w1th1n the frame of the 

i. It was the verse from tha H. that ga.va the preaoher·his 

starting point, . ·though this was not e.1.lt'O.fs evident in the 

verse read 1n the B.. Somet1:neo it 'tmG contained i!l tho sec-

tions sk1pp9d. Frequently, the tally verse was fcund 1n th~ 

lt. and .S •• t' but of'ton only 1n the l!. 1n the form of a positive 

connection er by way of contra.st.25 

Me.nn demonstrates the above through the use of the Hidl:. 

~uohuma or YeJ amdenu in conjunction w1 th the ~.e.nd B. R. 

fhis is of part1cular interest to us sinca ho o.lludes 1n the 

paral1e1 between the ~. and the latter t1drash1m to the in

tr1ns1o oonneot1ou between the Q.. 1 the Propho't.s and the Psalmo. 26 

The ear11·ea·t Wt. presupposed by the ~. items corres• 

pond, ae a rule, to those forming the basis ot the ~atichta. 

of the homilies o! the landing Amora1o Agge.dists. 

Often 'the Hal3chB 1n the Iai. has no bearing on the 

Torah reading. The preacher proceeds from the Halaotia to the 

At;;iilda 1n order to lead down to the 1n1 t1al verse of the a.. , 
using the formula n , I '_f d" ~ I _JI) rt J)f!li ? I 'J /I/ 

What oaused the bomilist; to choose the one l!lllecha 

for his purpose out of the masa ot :a;alL\ohgt evailn.ble? Tha 

lL gives us the explo.nation. With.in tha given 11. the homll1s't 

obtained a suggestion for hia choice of lialacha. with which to 

be sin his sermon w1 th the rubric,' U ' ?J /J ~ )/ fi • · J..s there 

were frequently m.ore than one 11.. to one a_., so there wore more 



9 

then one cor:.t .. e3pond1r1s I~ 1 tum, The pr1ne1pl() of to.lly1ng, 

lfilioh applied tc tho choice ot the n. to a c1 ven ll.. wo.o also 

appl1s<i to Q i1~.;j,cu1ar ~.J...,~ to ba ua~ct demonstrntine the 

un1"n of t..'1.o ltl'i tton a.r~cl orel kt.u. 

!·~'a 1n:vont1e;at~~on or tho I.o.l. t..'1.ro<t-m new l1~t on 

't~lO A_. ]i. W1 th 1 ta th:..roo-f.old :JOOt1on for en.oh ~. headed 

:a·QJ1. lie dim ~-vid Katu~1:a. and rovonlo th.'l t tha pno.lms tnUy 

with tho roapect1vo ~. or n1th th01r oorrospond1ng ll:t.. This 

nrrnnr,ome:it of tho A..n. ca?i nloo bo trno'!>d 1n soot1ons ot 

~odus P..n b ba. 'Z7 

From Y~nn•s analysis wo hnve oelootod for close oxrun.1• 

nnt1on the ~. Jw-.;ora 1n order to UluGtrate his main idea • • 

Wa are ut111z1."1g the only Q. 1'ro3l ~'rcchit con~1ned 1n the 

PoniktQ. ,WJ>lnll (~.a. ) , 1.Jl.. w1 th~~ the chaptera hoaded liai-

ohodfgw Hp oh' vii ;A<lOiJa1 PpJ:zd n faful-l:Mb, and l+dono.1 P;lknd At 

Ql~n.x;rcJv, 28 ThGoe r.1Vrn.fih1mg plus l\';raoh1t RA'bbQ. (=;B. • .i.) wUl 

be ocrtrtb.ized in Ohnptc:ro 3 nnd 4 ~t tl'i..1B papor. 

In A.,~ •. Cb:l:ptors 1 !> to 21 ( V03gm) 

••• t~e Ch. heeded To~, has 1ter.\o 5.n {e• 19: 1-2) on 
ls. 66: 1-·J end ~. ~1) :21~, c.n ~ ~"{+cl.J.Wn?.,. TI .rnr-hU ile ~-4, 
which hnvo boon eorrolatotl with tha li from ls. 33:t7 ff, 
't!lO a~i7 r;.,f tt ~. ;ii<th\ol a.nd ¥!p;Yf'A , "is !ntr.oduc0d. (c 19: 

· 3) by1 f. 1 )Jd/c. '~ '.:;:, J>Y'CJi/ SJ't_1(Dt. 7:9), wh1oh is rafiectod 
· by ~io K (:ls, '3:22) 1u B c..'l'l2.:rsc-~oriznt.clon by C:··tul. ~hG 
neroration at the end h~wever soer:io to bs d1fi'eront !!'om 
t~~ on .. c ~-!l ~'~~ e B,f "'"~i\ 1 1d. 6 5, Tiitt thQn ..1imera fo1.lOi'1S,. . o ,:.o, ,nt)o;.toa .u.o ". r.a., I!i ... :. .. ou".1A1nz Mal 3: 19 ( Jc~ f' 1 • v ~J-:;) 1.:l 

/I ') J .J \.(} ~ I y I ct') a:::s 11' oo1n,s ~not.'.lar H to O't\r s. m;w ~l~Ch 
,.tc,.t.ll'1 t..'"!..Uy vi tl1 our 1n 1 ti2l w:roe of 3 {nan. 18: 1 ) by rea-
ooit ot , " but 1 t '!-rould ef)l'.!air.t 0£ m.l..1.J 6 ·ver.-
aflot N .. '11. 3: 19-24. And for· the naxli s, 1th.a ob...!1.:pteJ: h~aded 
1Lolr.·1m 1n t.n (o. :13), :p:roct1enll;! giiteo us th~ s~..me n. ex-
01l:;;>t that 1t bogina with 1'18.l 3:11:Jl llenco 11; 1s doubtful. 



I
I 
I 

10 

~e~ll.O:r .ho:re lt~l . 3; 19 ft. 'ms mee.nt na eno ther I!~ . onpt:t• 
ola"-l.1 since P,U the hon'.111oa di~cuo!lnd nbow tnl:l1 .. od 
vi th th$ II from ,la. 33:.17 ff. T.lie 1ntroc1uct1on of Hnl. 
3: 1~ ltore may bo nrsu.od ~o due to the A;z.;p.rlg.h ot R. Lov1, 
Gil L.Go--tieoia &\.blv;l.J (O. 48;0) . 

{i'J15Jf'//),:),,,,to_/)) 1C /)J)<i) {j- -;v{!;/' (°D7~/c /c:c:vf''C1 1J>J"J., 

J d' I (\) k iV ~ J I "i) . -vJ~ "..::> / /~ ;;J /.J) :::J e,. /' I ' >) I~ I I c; I <'Fl <V I :::xJ 
II 

.. ? / J ...-") .::> 

(4l:so ~w-uQllwn n.1 i,~QJ:j141t 1to=i 4 tm.d, TPJ1®~.rn. 3 &nd.) 

Ho-.rowr, t...~e tonor of All 20 • 1~ rn t..~flr tho '9U..-:t1~lmont 
of the v1oked :nD.t1on:i for wlw.t tllQY oove dOriO to Iore.ol. 

)) /V.:J I, r" (/:@ ~ ';) /Y .J I /J J} /le I ~ 0]rfe· /' 0 f:, <;") N::;, I )'.i:l ~ 
~JJ/ 'Jh / .;J 

It saa".'lo thnt tho author h.'ld 1n l.:11nd tho oonclud1na 'V. of 
tho otzior 14i'tott..h (Io. 34;u). 

:/1'S ~ 1-;/ .. .f?/J./1J& ..,,,1Je; »F' -PpJ l°J>J 1'71' '-=> '' 

Honea. tho b~tnr~1nz of Mnl • . ,:19 .;1JJ,..J1<J-1 (\)Fl'~ vJv '..)'' 
And on the letter we he.vo (C. 20: 1) on AD Io. :34: 10. 
"' "=>1 FJ..J,./) )) "''" '";) f 1 , • • be1n:; ro~lly the !".u:-th.or d.ocoription 
o.t 1~ho do.1 ot rG\>-enc;G unto 'tll.O Lori'' {Ia. 34:0). 

11 , ~e next 1.t<m 1n AB (o. ~:2) io on Dt. 32:35 " 
'f';f /c. f'/

1 ~{7 p '..:>., Pf'e.A p \'.J •{" nn~ .. t...ria follotri:ls. one (o. 23: 3) 
Oll I1aol~ 56;4" /)(/i;/c ?'l?c'.J/r:-/'/cl°/~" All the 'Gullion 
link up :.maw w!tll I!!. 34:8. In AB (c. 20ilr) 't.1lare io sn 
1ntoraottuz A.w.:ru.lZll oonoor:n.ing clt\., ;n.s of tho na tlon~. and 
or I~~""nel 2'0~pooti"'J'Gly as to Pnradise and Hall, each ot 
tlto tuo zt'OU:PS 0.S01[711ng thG o'tllor to tho la.t"'~Ol"t and pl'"Cw 
so:rvi;ig l?s.r."n.d 1.~e fl')r 1 tnelf. Hora 1B ov1c1antly an 1 tem of' 
Jov1oll a.'ld Ghr,.st1o.n pole:oios. Tl.lo Olu:iotll\11 ola1:".!ls 1ihat 
tho Jeff is tlaatL.11ud :to!' ilell b3on\me of tho non-a.ocerrtance 
ot Jomto. The Jew retnliatoa ~"1.th tmt whioh GU!Jpo1~ts hia 
cla1m as tho rir.ht:f'ul heir for 1\ituro b11:.Jo. by roo.con of 
his a.dll.9ronce t.o strict mono~iuoi.29 · 

F1naUy. o.nd this 1a iopor~t to our onsa. tho chapter 

}u)adod K. introducing ra. t 10~ 1 -wns also given 1n co.nnect1o.n 

W1 th the prov1oua ~ QllQ• ~Uf0.11. 

llore too, tt may wall bn."" served as the zarww:r ot the 
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no.b'bntl1 "tta.on our a lltlo rocttoa.. Ttue tt•1l;r bamg "'J'N'f ~e" 
(P:;ia:J.!11. 110,:1.) uitb (Gen. 18:1) ttf/'J) P/J>_:) FJI}/'" .A(11~.n, tlle 
r·n .• 1n avv.J.iod to J\b:r.'t•hru.'1 ~;hom God oaunod to ai't nt ilio 
rir;:;.l\t ha.:m.l 1n tho on110.c1ty of ooU!lo.U'lor" . . 

/J ?,j tV!f IC 7 t/1 -~/~__j' . .:/'/ii 1J' ;:;t '-1 l'CI fc f "'1) p 11c..J 'l JI( .6W "i /';;? ~n 
-JI IC ,i' i'Jlyt k / V f le '"?J '1 ' iO (' V & I IV!!- l' <"'J>Jl (j s , ;,1f .'I/) (/-"if 

fJ/Ji 1 C'J~JtJ //Cf/<)-f/ f--:V);:;J/C ~c! ?'/c:;"\ r::1f';:/c'/I/ f1 1 /> 1 ;;;;3)> 
. 'J'f'l 1{;::;0/ /cl? ,·1f?ftic. ,,))J6° /t=l ['V/J /ci)lf?/ 1de 

'',, 
1/~ I '.J?3 J- ~ O" ~ ' ID ))J} .(!,,· 

Zb.o WX"nO em11loycdt=I!1,. 46: 11 0 ., 
vJ (e I"(:)/<.. t/c I J)) N ";f 1

-/') ~;r e.:tc I(/~ J- n) ~ti('/ /c JI.,., 
.. v~ 3 ~) dl'i '-.!)I N"i1 6 er F d' o-[' /--::)).::> "-;) .._/'/ IC 

tnllien tf'ith. rs. 110:4 Showine tht.\1 the liholo Pe. la meo.nt 
ha:r:a in AB 0. 21, .nl thotic;h ouly vor0ii1 1 ia ci tad at the 
hood, n.nd 1enci.1n~ f.\u:'thor stt-e.n{;th to t11.~ oonclunion t.!tat 
Pa. 110 'W!'.e tho i 1.!!;.m.or for thio St\'bbnth (nG \10ll ~s for . 
tlw provi.ous onoa and !';Jr none ouccoadinc; onoo) .:30 

Thio thon lo llc.nn • o hypcrt.he 01a • ~ere - 1e an lutriil• 

sio ct>ni10ot,.on botucon voro11a expounded in ~. f'ro:o ~p;rnh., 

Ile;._, 1P and Kptul•1'Q GJ.l of 'Uh.1.nh aro coll11~ctod to tho oo.~o trt• 

pa.rtito Soript-urnl 1osaon rond enoh Sa'tooth;' aect -·b!APtt 1.m.:pl1cit 

in the connoot1on of tha 11. 1 the Torah a.nd the l'f.Jal.m ls the 

~·1 voraa .~~~non a. pnrtioula;" thonat &ii rl .ttre'4 eft9n . 

~o th.one 1~loc-otio. . 

uo hllve so1cctad ~ }ir;:.:;gm tor our pu_~oo. Mat:in •a 

euw.l~u1a cover• thO entire Boolt ct Go.nesis and Exodun. utUi• 

~ing tll.e hi... :a.B... A...~.. and Jl)y1lW» j..~bla <~v •. u .. )' etr-nTint; 

.troa tho1r homilies the varba.l to.11100 th.at c:.onneot the ~. 

ie'£1m and ;\Qtul>j,m. ot the Sa.bbl.th leot1otlllr1• · 

III. T~IB~I.A.liER'S RBFERfillORJ '?O l'OALM VERSES 
IU I'ESIK~A .R.Alllv\?I 
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bo·!i,;eon Ohnrch and Bynn~r;n.o.. Dur1nc this t!Jne thoy 'borz·ouod 

t:ro~ or.:.o ~other tui" r~c<ted t-0 on~ nnothor' s tt-..ovoo. ~h,.~ ro• 

la <t1onn.b.1p 1~ d\r.:),o:.1£trot~d in Lt\d.111a V ene·tiancr' s stud~ UJ:

tm:Jm.c;. J;Ud ]JQtlf.;;vt"un c ®r.. .. ;t:z-o;ghp;toa ;Lq1;~. 3 t 

Aocording to \+ei:i.et1aner, B gron t -pp..rt 0 f th<J ll.. loo

t1ormcy nrroneonon.t 1ill.3 ini'luonoo<l to a sub.ato.nt1!l1 degree 
w 

by tho offorta o-t: tha Jt:nr!Dh a.poloc~ du:riuz tho firat ~U"oe. 
contur!on of OlU'iot1nn1t7.32 

Vonot1t'»J.er proce.ntc ua v1t.h a ro-.. n.c.r~roblo O...'"l~lyo1a 01' 

tho si@'1.1f'1onn:t !'OOltl vorGOa soloctod !or . ~~e Gradual fl.lld In
~~" 

trait ot the Na 90. Aloo, ho cor.~n ~sonso:!' tho Du~ c_e, . ·.._,,-
rr.~ cc..tv.:J cV'-" .:.•- ·f t .__..., 

c.hnriot!o oorv1co of tho Jocnn altbol1o Church l-rith ~- of ~~ · 
r: d~ 

Habb1nio Jtidn1om. bo.eint; hia study on tha :t..ll.. "111.ia aotlroo 

eontrd.TlO not onl.7 oxocetio ~p.hrnceo o~ the locoona of the 
J 

fOOTt bu.t U!.;08 ns SUbo1.d1c.ry toxta s:tnny }':SO.l.mf quotnt1onB• 

DOGmingly celectod ct ro..n.don."33 

Dr. Wern.or, 1n ~o SAorq d Mr1d~, jux:tli.poso:;; tb.G Dpe

ciol Syneeoeue lections t11 th t!iooe of tho Romn Cc. tholi~ 

Ohurch. wo pNmm.t hoTo1n a nu.."Jbor of U1\1S""~'i1.1'1on§ tram 

VonetiA.ner' s atudy, fo1101i0d by Wornttr' s cor.irmrr.i t.1 vo listo. 

c~ 

~iho I..R~ (11B) ~tho aect1c:>n of ShpJlIJa rJlwl7nl1r~ t./l'ft... 
a. JoobrulD.n ~"1h1.a homily With "t.w la beinc hW!tbled. end. 

elovntod. llum.bled wo.s l.Zosoo." ~ proooher quotoa Is, 2~9. 

"And mNJ. boweth dow and ~u ca.?.l.e' t not l><ii.!U" lfi th hi:n\ 

( f9 !/<:.#.A t,)" J .llit. 30t12, "When fOU 't:tJ;:e the oengus {fee ..4 '3)" I 



Ezok, }4: :;1 _ 1'And ~ the @cep, the al'leep of My pe.sture aro 

men, and. I ~ your Go48
; and num. 12: :;, "Nolf the uinn Moseo 

lm.$ mook · above o.11 tlllc't mon that 'l-ron upon the to.ce of the 

ThQ phrsso fc Q,JJ '.:::> indioo.ting vardon. and (ce..ti , ~ 

mVine to do v1th the cenmts and the colleot1ns or tnxoo is 

cleverly U·Bocl by th& proochar R. d'oohamln to put the oensus 

and t..~o call to pay taxos under the nutb'or1ty ot a D1v1no 

po.rdon.34 

~hAhbu:t ~1wmJ 1m 1n anc1ont t1meo "ilEl.S the dily on which 

the pooplo were roquonted to pay thO Temple tnx (ShoJrel). lie 

BOG 1n . the frn(:1!1Gnt ot the oomon sonot.:.'11ng entirely d1£.for 

ent u · WO rot'l.lize that 1n the llomnn Church tl1<> firat Sunday 

o~ Ouadmc;o:;;nn, the .ti.rot Sunda7 1n Lent, normal.l;r co1no1ded 

ld.th ~.· :.;~aQIJh ~. Thia aunda.y 1s ct? .. lled ~®oevU (Pa. 
C( V\..1 _;.."'-

91=15), ~ io ~1ted on that day and on the ltondc.y thn.t fol• 
·: ( t,,_:~ ........ t(~ 

lows, for Wliob.. t.lw Haaa> .Ezo:W:. 34111 1.o rend1~!eh Iora.el 
~ ; · 

is comJG.red vith :nocka. AltJO re. 2:2-5 1a road. ~ht'#Oo a.re 

veraeo wh10h direotly precede those quoted b7 R. Joohrullm,. 

When we x-eal1ze that tllD yeroes from Isa1ah are el.ao contained 

1n tho loason for the third Sunday of Adven't, the sentence 

"Mali ia lowered,. man 1$ hu:ab1odtt 1nv1tes a polamic explana• 

t1on. ~ L L :rol.n tea humlli.tl tion to Moses and Ioroel. We 

underotand the forego1nr; won wo e:x:at:line th• relationahip ot 

the S3Meo gue to the orlgblo.1 Ollr1ot1an oommun1 ty 1n 1 ts true 

perspooti ve. there would be much strongor proof 1~ they 
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would read Isaiah in the Roman Oh.urch, not ill the Advent, but 

the Quo.drageeima. The Catbolio Churoht however, changed tho 

liturgy 1n tho 18th century, e.nd it ls possible tho:\ this 

section was altered.35 

In this oamo sootion of L,.ll. • in the homily of R. Yona, 

he begins v1th Ps. 7:12, "God 1e a r1(;hteoue Judge." We oe:n~ 

not oonaider it a co1ncldence th.Bt on the identical Sabbath 

·cf the ~colea1ast1oo.1 year 1n the Homan Ca tbolio Church, the 

versa tram Pe. 1 1e sung ae communion on the very ea.me 4n7 

ne the leseon tnkan from Matt. 17:24•27 1a read, and· which re• 

~atoa to the Temple te.xee. Jeaue found a fiah and 1n lt a 
.... 1 fl . < ) ' v-.-Y...·.-.f.L.. . 
goldpioce Wh oh ho gave for Tomple taxos. c ~::~_, j..,, .. ~2; It~ J[... . 1-i.f.. ((J.~ 

It 1a no co1ncidanoa that the Gospel section do~ling 

with Temple tnxee was road, whUe 1n the Synagogue the ·~.Q.ba 

Shekalim lnlS also read. The Gospel lesson of the t1rst veGk 

of Lent Invaco.yit has pr9sorvod to this da1 the eooond msanlnc; 

ot Shglmlim, Thia 1a f·urther oubst.a.nt1atod when we realize 

that the a. was orcan1zed after The Gospel-psrioopee were es

tablished. It is therefore apologet1c.36 

Sbabba.t ~kflljm 
Torah: Exod .. 30:12-20 
Hni'tora.hs ~zekiol 34:1•32 

1st Sunday ot Qundragesi.mO. 
Sunday: InvocosU Ps. 91: 15 
O.t. Lesoon: Monday there• 

after ~ekiol 34:11•16 
N.T. Lesson: Saturday ot the 37 week. Matt. 17 (tithes) 

The Sabbath of Zaa}lor could not be retained in the 

Church a1noe it denls w1tb ~· curse lnitokod e.ga1ns" Amalak. 

The early Church objected to this. An obsolete loeson of 

.I 
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Juda 1om, R-toduD 17:8• 16 contD.1n1.nc l'<lferencos to AflJ.n.lGl~ (:7oE.JOG 

u1tll Joshua, An.ron antl mn- on 'tho mountn1n) lo£·t i·t;g traoc;;s 

1n the l~ou ~oo·&lment l<Hmon (li2:b$. 17) 1n t!ie story oi Jeoua 

\Yith :9eta~0 Jo.meo ent1 John on t.ho motl?1to.in. ~h0 S:l.btnt.h io 

called ZawhP::, Hi11ah 1o ~10 firot uord in tJ.10 looson , con• 

0 0l."n1..rie; Am:.1161\:. ~l:rl.s is 2)l"000l"VOt'l ln th·~ Chi.Web. i7hc.1t'O ·~'lO 

enalogout:J sunc1o.y i~~ C}?>llod B,Q1'W?ia.~ .. 9:ffl (~or.1cn:1bor) nf"~C~ :1."'~c 

I!!"t.'t"01 t l?'s,. ?. : 6. Ano"vher xi oolr.t v01"00 11 Po o 79: 2 $' 'tho (~rti.d .. 

J8 s1t1on. 

~ . 

To!'eh: Dout. ~si17~21 
(GC'.rlicr--Rr.o~bly 
.tt"xod. 17:G•16) 

Hnfto:re.h: I ~~. 15 

I>o. qtt()tO (1' •. R. ) 
Po . 79: 12 

Socont1 .. itm®y of l~t~~d:..u
ccoil!'.:\ 

tuti•oi t o ... Sund~:y :1.r-H:t, ... lJJ~ ... 
QD..m 

p~, . '":~: /j 

Gi~d~l of ~~b. bo~o~o ~un . 
(:.'bbor doJ o :r 'Juo.C.~;-aeo o ~.ti)~) 

On the ove or M,&1~ ~ ·w10 Clw.l"'ch oinao, ~t'3 Oom

oun1on 11 ?a. 12:G: ,.Th~u tli1.1. ttcop •thom o Loro ; 2hot-\ tt1lt pro• 

$Orvo uo from th1c eoncra.tion i'oi"'O~"O~. 11 1£he F.. B.. comments 

on t ho p~ln tor ~ (29B) "Ro ?Jcnohl\l'i'l.2. opono<l m.ttl Po. 12!7 

' $'ho uordo or tho Lore n...~ pttto, os oil vol' tried 1n ~ cru.oible 

on tho oc.rtll0 ra£itlod ae\ren til:lee. '·1 ~~ 

~ho I>!'oo£ ~t {jilWiblJo:t JZQG)lQdQfJh appoa.ro o.s s polomto 

in tho I!.. j,1. atemo from tno fact tho.t on ~uosday of tho fourth 

1-roelc of Lent tho Ohurol1 uses for tho offertory Po. 40:7 °s~o ... 
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l'!f1co end r.!~ otte:c1ncz; ~OU. btl.s t l10t dol1eht in. n T!l1S 

varoo 1a uaoc.1 as ~ .. >;>~oi#oat aGui11~·t bloody o:'lt.~rt.r.1oos • p/r 5l 
t.l\c ~. R. • ~hA'bm:h. W.~.MA C!t.23} rol G'.tea t\ ~t,mil:1 a 'bt.>u't thi n 

<.l\l:.11 . On ~~eso:ton Swlll!~;,7 11 t ll.o 31>1tr~.1 ('l to :101.'.1~~1::.1 J ~-s !:o~d , 

'~ora o.ll bloodjt sc.cr12:1oon .:.1i..'\~'l :).b~?Juonoa 0 o.nr'1 :1!1. !\ctt . 3 : t :? 11 

n I 01n tUO 1.11@1.·'1 of th~ HOl"ld • r~ l~ 1 

Zh .. '\~b:lt :PLl.r~ (B.oi fO!") 

Xor.~b: ~ura. 1 9! 1 ~22 
Rcf'torab .Ezol~. :;6: 1G•J2 
ro. CJuoi;et1oZ?. 

P. R. ~10. 12:8 J/l':ltl!ly: Ut"..'l . ?-0..;..2• 3 
l?l'i cw.y bofo~ .. ~ ~ Cor:r~1t~'li~ 

Pti. 12 : H~ ~' -

~ho £,. B,. O!l. Pc.ooovcr (10".) 0!,)1)i~o t7ith " SGt>O?l po~fect 

l 70t?lto Cb.all it bo. n 1'{;; . 60c 10 1ti Q.uotot~ ; :'A bounteous J:tain 

d1dot ~hOtl pour tlo-nn.11 
{ · ~ 'J Jl ) ..8, I er •JJ\ ic al.CO UCCd 

?.)Ila / 'J ../J 
u1 tll rci'orcnoo t o o:.aei· ( / "6 1 1 (fa;< ) .. ~o l}~a~cller r .J 
quotoo Pu. 68; 12 )//lie. j ...111 'Jl~/c... e.nd deduces .from 1t 

u004 uUl e~tvo ? ft I Y (wi·~ f'..n " f n). 

{ ~he ~lllon.nc nlloeoul y of'to!'. confused the /c and 1 )43 

?h1a ver~!' oruno ::.'s. GG 1a cbtlnteo. !n t ho Ont..'1.olic OhurQh 
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at Ponteoost vlhon 1.'l:l tho s~soguo th6 ~ !n.:tr i a rond. Th3G 

is e. wry straneo oceurl'once. Tho 68-th Pso.:t~ l'Ml.lteo aenao,. 

both on PentaooDt and on I>:issov~l'. ~ha ~ la'tt dooo not 

find its plaoe 1u P fh 68, and yo·t th.o !>l'CQchor in tho i!. n. • 
. ·, S!)CelC!) Ol'l. !:S.00t»V0l" 0.00\\"t th3 k\'H 0£ ~GZ, Cllt1 :?n • 08 in tho 

a.bow quota.ti,,:>n in connection uith ouc nnothcr:'l-4 

1.n P .R~ ( 10"(A) for ,Gl~;t, Ezeld.ol ~ n Vis:i.01~ of the 

Dry Bonoo 1s reZ01~,ed to. '.nlero ore t'ro cFociul aaotiono 

contn1n1ng l~ny ~ow..ono tr9:th ono rros:iov.t f '7) (/c"' '';) :}!c 
reforr1uc .. ciO ~/VJ 1 ~) r° ' ~ r;;-'~::;,') i:od 0 o clll1rio·fic C.l'·;) 

myrieds. II (1:~ . 68! 10) e 

~ld.s l1ttJ.c :.:~-:,:101it iz Y\o·~ conuootou 1:t:tt h -the} hc.1"voot , 

but the el .._1-.l'l.6 of 'iil"lc I::ln, D ) I J> / ..A /I • :, cve:rtllolooc, 

tbio :L'r'.;i.(9ne-.at 1c bc.;:;otl on Po . G'"~ {97B). C..."ld io :rcu1tc<.1 in tl1a 

!.~tl:o1 t J..n the Homcu1 Oh.urob. 011 Pcn"~ccon•t;. 

~he ;£.. !~ . s·~too thnt tho :::>o:ag of Ilc.rokt.'.k 1n 2"nad. 

today 1n tho sY'meoeuo ~n ·the oocond tlay oi raJ>,Ql16.ttit (Ue.b. 

3:1•19). ~he trcd1t1on 1s oose<l on ·t1lc ~t\lr.iv.cl "(?1\ t!\(' filla_

lmAt. t hero 1~ To~2 ~ Deut, 16:9-12, nna ~rophotc, 

~ lie~~~. ·~ 

Tito i:_. n.. co:nt!.nuas ~Tith Toroll lcs$on £xod. 19:20 ... 25 

and the ll. .. • '11o1on of .Cr.o ~1ol. 1, "L"tasmuoh an \:a colebrote 

-~uo da.yo ue i'ol.lou both !>roCt1ooo b1tt 1n ravoroo ordar, 1'110 

first <my we read tho opi'!lion of others. 0 ;!b,o aro thooo 

others? ~hoy could bo Judeo .. Ollrict~us. 
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He.bo.!tUlc plnyo c. biz dart. 1n the Dyza.nt1ne and Ror~tw1 

9hureh, but thor-s i't l:lE'.n no connection ~11th Pentocoot.. 'tltat 

could be the reaE:on nhy G> ol1m1tlll~d lirlb~l:ttk on the aocond 

de.y. 45 

~ (Pentecost) 
Pa~ln Quo~tion (PR) 

PS a 6G:18 

Pontocoot h. 
Po .. 68 (Irttro1t o! Pentacoc·t) ~ 

~b.e mout conc).')icuou.s OJW.mvl o i n ;,J:'otmd 1n 12..R. (1 7 l!·B) 

u ~..a-ron. alla:ll come" (Lo 'l • 16: 3) • ~a !)l'OCcher ~ G he o ily rofern 

w Pa. 2.1; 1, PJ::\uoo1u:m x·a.fo:ro to l'o. 'Zt 1n :J:ts con."lee·ti<>n to 

t.lia l.~ li'i!MQM 0.~<1 lam. ~~ ( 175B). 0Ac~o;;:,. c~11 COz=l0° 

'?llo~ov.pt>:'l l~~bl>~uen con!Xlr~c.1 vll1•00 by vcrnc \:'l·Uh pl1'-mt lJDaI3.. 
. . ~../ 

: , . In ·\;h~ Co.tllolic l1tU!'GY I'o. 27 ic clnnto,1 ~ Lont ~"" ~ 0
---

t.-r l'--.1\ 6"-\ 

1%e"'" W.N.',~i.:ip1Qv:t..~t:J.ou ot the i>on1tQnt!n1 I orioc'i . 'i.J:Y d:l.tl tho 

~raech(l1• f ool inclined to deel ·ui th Pcn1:tcntiol t.1e:ttazm on 

Yom lr1PDWl'?1;!7 

:;ei~o!' ir.rto1~prets thio ov!doneo in the i>o!lo1dnG my: 

~a r coil.;t a nnltoo the ~oll~wi!lc nto. ·tooont: 0 Tllo nono 
of an1~n died on !U.smi. Hhr do ~re r omi. about th.el?' dsath 
on. ~ K1P.uliW? ~o tea.eh u !3 ·t!~t the doo't4 oi t.."lc rizbtoous 
atonos in the OO!Alo ~·rs.y 8-0 Io.m. lal-,'lJJ~ otonea* 0 4B 

~l>.1o pno~a.se lfh1oll ~fero to ~. por1co!)o ro:id L'l thG 
C.h.t-,.Gt~o.n Ob.Urob. at tho bo5inning of tlle ~aSQ1on of Obrist 
hna t:U.11 BPolouat1o olw.racter to it. V'enot1s.nor' o hypo• 
tbo~1s o.r tho ah1ft1nz of t he Jo-ulsh order 31)r o.pologotlc 
purpo:;os appears moat pL~ua1ble haro. file :met tho.t 'tbo 
lho~or V1c1l. edoptod e. eood t.l'il\uy tra.1 ts of la11 Kt»m1r ls 
wall knoun end cont1mu our thoo:ry. . 

~ho .tmber Day 1u Septoubor, on tho other bP,.nd• shown 
1n 1ts 11turG1 probo.bly the l~ot traoea of a t~spos1tlon 
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froJl thq ~ V'r in spite o:r tho rc.d1cal ~go 1n tho 
Olll'1st1nn co.le~ ;: He lmvo tllran.dy mo11t1oned the old 
custom ·or oolob?."O.tin~ tb.e Bi r th of Obr1et on the BL~hday 
of tl\o Uorld. !~ Judei.1~ tho lv.ttcl.'" ehi:f'tod !'rom .ID.ID. 
K~~ to &uJh ~. but the older troClitlon 1~a !>OX' .. 
pe-tvn.toa in outlyin5 J o"t1i W. comr.mn1t"-C9 on lam Etzu:;w~. 
:·n1on the Obtirch moved tho B~thdt'!Y of ObrirJt 1.t e.lso trnns
.fe:Cl."Ot.l 1ts acce!!l!IBny1nz lcw::on. so t a.a t uc now di soorn 
ti·ro x~otr Yours og ·e;110 Ohr1mt1o.n li tureioal 7aar: the B2ote!' 
'i.'ie;-.tl. l.i'"ud Eento:r:~ and t ho cru:-1::rt~:mstid.e • b&th. h:::.v~z Pl:'Q• 
r.ior.vetl alcmonts of the t'.l'.lo1ent J ctd.rJh '.i !oi: Y, oo.r. 

An 0.11!'.ilo~uo ~tn~lJ;OI'"~::!t1on or :r-c.to1~ncoc m!t~Y 'be t)b .. 
sO:tt'\r"0\1 tn J o1·1isi1 t.lou:roon. I n 1.tu t\ :lnotH'lol o::i o:i.' ~ lUnt\UX'., 
~he ~JJ1>l~ Cll..Wt.oa e ~cc.t :ium.bor of Pc.."\lm vcroen i'rom Pa. 
27, nll. of ·ifu.om o.1lut111tg ·to l?c.~;;ovc~ ( .'.°\~~1tO:-:' ). 10:tc i·, 1t 
ooyo ·rether !l10okl ;v, n~.no lbbbitJ 'f,UdCl'f~t..'\Ud tlJ.t,o.t i:,J10 Pc:m.l m 
1o mig.11:t·i c:.wrt 0£ Xs>n }1'.~ll.U: o.ne. f"'si1' iJnr~wilQ.. tr Ye·t~ 
't~ithout r:.v;r oloa.r notiv~t1on0 ·tJ.10 ~S! t1. com~il'eo ? o. 27 
l-11 tl1 tll0 Son_g; o:r ?-io n<m ( .:::::od . 15) ".ror co f ol" vo~-m;i . Thi e 
io i·e~d or on.7.:1t ne in ·tho <i1•cok o:c.u otho,.• -~~s·tcrn Ohurobe:: 
tlu:r1nc ·the .::hc·tG;: ..... Vi B!l f' ff~j=-a~~!lrtc.; tbc; i (10n·M.:ty n:>.:th the 
J 01:!!.oh !'tiS OOVQ!' • "\•.J 

(Groc'.J.u~ o;t F:r1da.y 
af-~01· A:,1h Wewi &>lt:1:a.y) 

~l!l ~ • .a. l'Gi'ero to I>n. 1~1: 6 on tllo aooond dc.1 of &>81) 

:JAru1ono . n. J*ahrlyahu opans tdth Po. 89•16. ~ose twtt Psal.no 

are chlult0c1 1.u thO CJatholic l1turr.w., A.--~ . 4'7 is cbrm.tad on 

Sun4B7 ot Cllr1at, and Pa. 39 on Ohri stma.s it.oelf' 1n 'tl\$ Ot1• 
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~\l\J 0£ Chl"1Gt:;.is.;, :>..nd f)l'l the .rust of Jm>.ua.,~y. 

~Tli.~·t ~'1 7~ con.~lwle? ~f..?.O f 1:i.•:.1t Oh:r:1Y~1:;m ao:Jnm .. ~11ty 

·t!O~~br~-G:~a -~e b~:s.~t~ of. Chriot i.~n ~.J.l·a Jo!r!.oh Hm·r 1e?.~·. ~uo 

t _,. ' .,., • ,... .. • • 1·"1 " .. O"""~.~·..-. ~ ·"'""t1 "'':.r.l·""'· _?i~·t.'\:_i u .. on-:S"':"'.P:'~'O:t .. ·ur) lJ.~eamn$:S." ~:i~rl t.:.i.~J. no ·~ ... v~~ ............. _ - '~ .. ">.i-

v.:n:.:1 oufj r~:.y·!~ 
3)(;C . ~C 

,j t_?):-. ::An 
con. ~ 1 ( 1."l 13:,:;J '•.r.) 

.. .J~crt~i .. tt/$.r·3.1 
a-cu .. 2a ·· 

Ctrol~ IJ.Y ~ :r:-tor Clll""i O'Cn.2 0 

?!; . lfi 
J O.J.:!'UI).'_ if 

J.>u . c:· 

tho PC!'.lmo w tl!C 02.tholi-n trad1t!on 1o not bl£:1'l'1 ur.10r.. '\i.ho 

Vulc;:i.to, but upon the conn1doi"O.bl1 o!.<.1i~!) .VA.t..v~ Lt..~. All 

tho pSf.'.l!'lo tm!o. ... tro lltlva eomprll."'0<1 hore 1"0£or to tho ol.d tro

d1 tion a:>iztc b!lo!;: to th.n i;oaonc1 o$ntury. 53 

;;omai~ mt\I~oa tli.1.u .oomrian·t. 01i Vanotit'..nsr·' s atudy: "One 
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mr:.y not e.l'ti'f!.YS a~ee with Venat!ener• s conclusion tbnt many 

of the J?rophotio lo~mons 1n tho Sy-Mgogue ltere aolotrted e.o 

volem1os end u;.>oJ.ogetios against the Church• s hos·~ilo inter• 

t>retntion of the Torell ~?ortion o:Z the Synagoeue. but in many 

ca.aes .f'act:J spe::i.k fo:t• thE>m$lel ves, 1"1rul:GJVer ·iihe o@,ttses n1iG)lt 

~· be • n:)-f 

tween the poo.lms ci 1icd in tho ;J:.. J?,. o.nd those 1 .. eoi tod in tho 

Roman C~i:tholic Church ou s1Jecific occ~.sions. ?.:t\!1..!!. e.J.'Ti ves 

at h1a concltteions \ri th regard to tha :polomcs ir1·~~:1nsio in 

the psalm lepsons by use ('if t ho ~ /!,. Jl •• n. Jl,. enc\ 

I.EU.., ~.d the te~-t1ml mater1t..'..l 1.n oach th~:?; lanc.1s s~p9ort to 

the. !)Olen1cFJ of t..'iie psalm per1corms. 

IV. DR. ~!EiU1iSR'S JJ.H'--~ST:CGATIOlI 
OF l?SAL!-IODY I:l ~EB ORUR013. 

A.t!D 3TITAGOGUZ . 

Deforo proceeding directly to ~terner~s invest1&-a.t1on 

of t.h~ paelro :c-at~ding !u the K' rJ.e.t lt.'\~rre.!l, it might be 'tiell 

to d1scuao some aspsc-:~s of th::! clevaJ.o:pment of the psal!i\ read-

1nr;s !1.n the C~tho11c Cl1urcb, as described 1.:.-i J.b..Q._~g;mg, BridmJ. 

Oi' 3.ll the elom.e-r.to col!U!l.on to JouS.u!i and O!rcistiEl.n 

J.1 turr;y, the oldest 1~ t:ie Soriptu:rol raad1n(;. ~l'le early 

Ohr1ct1an Ohurch follewed n. J ow12h practise by int.rbi tu tins 

l'~.::eltl~r (il? some Ohu:rohes a.~~lly) Sor1'!.)tu.t"a.1 leanons. 55 

~he oldest elern.~n:t 1n thG Ohr1s·t1an 11 turQ" ~·~a tho 

~Jori:ptu~l leoeon and its frernework of pMlmody. Tortullian 
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a synago&il legacy. Pope Dam..~sus, ~ope Celestine , st. Augus

tine, St. Jerom.0 and many o·liliers spolte of the 11 D_avidic 1:1ongs 

and their meloclles , u ·which the Church had saved aud preser ved . 
62 

St. Jerome, the great transle.tor of the j~1bJ.e, JJ.i.ada his con

temporary St. Paula aware of "Ghe psa lr.1B . 63 .A.s added evidance, 

there are the pol emics aBainst the @losticc and Marcionitee 

because they i·e~i~ed · to ohant the Ds.vidic pss.lms . 64 The monk 

D1odore of Tarsus cl.ef Elnded ·the Church's im! t~.t ion of Jewish 

pr ayers and song?. . 65The rabbi s 1-rere also a:ua re of tllio inter-

relation . Manuello ha- Romi , a l ea r n ed post of the 13th cen

tury, made this caustic remark: "~·~e.t s<.~.ys our mv.s ic to the 

Christians? ' Stolen , yea s ·tolen 1·;as I :tJ:-om -Che le.nd of the 

He brews • ' 11 (Gen • 40 : 1 5) 66 

At the begimling, 1n the early Church , onl y one singer 

chan"'\jed the p~almody , l a. ter tlro or three psal mists chanted 

them. The eai·l:( Syna.r;ogu.e designated only one precentor, but 

1n the 3rd e..nd 4th centuries, two men liad to s t and by the can

tor. "The ct'.ntor must not chant the 11 ttU'f"..Y unless two men 

stand by him. 11 This m~s to illsure that the pra.yer responses 

~rere said , or to correct the reader . 61 

These then are some of tho sou.roes indicating tha t illle' t>.J 

°'/~ 0 j psalm~comp~ying ~ese ecc*1s t ioal lessons \Jere the e8:r11..:. 

est and most oomLlon element in all of Christian liturgy. 

:TGrner concludes: 11 It might ·be ;9rudent to suspend judg

ment on this :particular queetion. 1168 However, after i;tie Sacred 
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Br'.deo hed t;one to presu. •!orner learned thn.t there ·was a 

etrong ~.n<.U.cat1on of the aynaeo~l or1g1u of the Gr a duel. 

L"1 c footnote t 'ha t 1m.s adcl.ad in ~M S?.gre!J~~ a:rter 1 t 

~d gone to press, Dr. \torn.er Gtctct\~ 0 The 12.te Dr. Jacob 

I·1ann b.o.s demoustro.ted boyond a.YJ.y possible doubt tho.t ·tho 

o1c.lG 'tri·th t lle J.s0ason of tho 1.£.u o.nd of the Prophets . This 

~~~El l"TOuld cons ti t u.to t ho basis f o:::- t he Ohr1s

t1o.n Gtt.dv.al, uh1ch ohancoo with t he leoson nnd .~cc11ast1cG'.l 

senson. 1169 
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:;,~. 

lf<>venatian•r. op.git., p. 118. 

41t]i14., p. 126. 

42worner, OP·AS\., p. 70 · 

43 'J;J I'/~[ f/c/ft'(!,;; ~_, ~ /(" ,k.O/< ;>''/< 

/' J;:>;,+' //C /..J..Jl /'?;Jk/{ :}tJ rt"~~ 'i)~/$Ji 
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/'';;JiN :/JJ-:7 SJ.)"/~/ /''J;;J/c/'I :.l..Aq #.>.:>'/C 'i)'/.~,N/C/ /S)Jif,,e 
/t:'~ ".lt:..N /U~'r.j\''il i-F1~1 :Jr /.;J/.:J> :l~,X ~~~('/ /j/.J/C :.J~:/ P.)'/.<. 
/II~ 'jcft ·fJ' tl,Ak /c 'JIJR/''n' .n•f"Q>_SJf ·,~lcl/ Sl ~n>' '':>rl /ct:;lf]!j 
{Je,•I' ';v·i tcJ~ tcf1 JJ :.I;:.; »N11~ 'I; /''il"JJ::> /;JJ',JY1c: pen•( r 

'Jlf//c /,,Jj.. "Jft'/r./ ~jl /cl';)">~ /cJ: fl '1;;, /pi)IJ~ (*- ~.n~) /c ·~ 'le/'/ 

'Jlf/J- 0f;-,.,vJ · ,,N'/J l)~ tGflrlc 'Y'"''~1c /Av/' 1.}11c /~AIJ'r 
, !>/<:~JjJ ~/ ?/Y 11<:. lie UPP/I' 

R. Abba requested: "Is there anyone · ·who wou1d enquire 
of the Judeans who are exact 1n their language whether we 
learned M' e. brin (/( ) or M' a brin ( ~ ) , and whether we learned 
akuzo (/') or akuzo ( r ) for they would know (the correct 
spelling). When they were asked , they replied: "Some author-
1 ties learned M'abrin ( /c) while others learned M' abrin (J- ). 
Some learned e.kuzo ( fe. ) , and others e.kUzo ( ¥'}. 

The Judeans were exact in their language . For instance 
? A Judean once announced that he had a cloalc to sell. ' What,' 
he llS.S asked , 1·1s the colour of your cloak? ' 'Lilte that of 
beet on the ground,' he replied. 

The Galileans were not exact 1n their l anguage 'For in
stance? A certain Galilean went about inquiring , "Who has an 
~r (~)?' 'Foolish Ge.l1lean,' they said to him, ' do you mean 
an "ass" for riding, or a"la.mb" for lc1111ng1' (~. 53B) 

' 
' . 

44venet1e.ner, o;p.c1t. , p. 131. 

45 6 ll21d. , p. 1 3 • 
46 ·· ~Tern.er, op,o1:t., p . 79. 

47n1d •• p. ao. 
40.IlWl., 

49.Il21d., p. 79, 80. 

solllid., p. 79. 

51venet1a.ner, op.gl,1., p. 115. 

52werner, OJ>·P2i., p. 78. 

53Venet1aner, o;p.g1t. ,. p. 111. 

54werner, gp.g1t,, p. 10. 

55lll14 •• p. 52. 



56IJW1,., p. 1:5(). 

S7~ •• !) • 11'0. 

so..t\14 •• 11. 14Eh 
!)jl.11.14 

.• t ~- t;ic>. 

Go~.,. 

6tlh14. • • D· 1~1, n. 4. 

G2z~id. •• l'· 1,a. Aloo., of. p . 16n. 1.l. 17. 

<5~.lhia.. f .. lao, roi'GI' :;":.bO\'O l\. 17 . 
6 It.,."" 4 A, .. 1' "~ · {Of ox· 11 n. 19. ' 
65 l»id. Itofer. n. 20, 

GG.lb.U\.. , p . 132 . 

G·1nJ4.., P • 131. 

G8,ll)J4, , 1}. 1 32. 

6'.l.bJd. • 1'.. 9~.9 ' n. 11 e. 
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OHA?'l'BR II 

l\N .1\lll.\.LYSIS 0 i-' ~ MIDUASU!M t 
AGGADAt B'R.ESRl~, 

B1RESBJ:!f &BRA, 
AUD 

PESlKTA P.1\DM~I. 

fh1o chapter '1111 bo do\Totod to an ono.lyoie of the 

tllreo pr ·!mory souroes uaod to support Mnnn'' a thoory ooneern-

111~ tho obane1ne paalm loot1owry, anct vanot1enor to hypOtho• 

aio tho.t the homiletic uoo ·of poalrao ll!\d o.n apologetic func

tion: the A. ll.. and a. B.., both of uhioh trcro uood by Mann to 

support l:l1o theoey, and t ho !:. E.. , l-thioh served e o a bno1a 

for Venet1:mer•s 1nvost1gat1on. 

The A.. ll. 1a arrnnced e.ooord1na to a tripa.rt d1v1o1on, 

1'1 th a £.1rst chapter ·dowtod to Toro.h (= ~. ) , followed by Q 

oha.pter hoaded Nov11m (= x.. ) , follo'trod by a ·bhird headed .1. 

From tho o-bnptars tMt belona to oooh PAmruui. oP..oh f1l'ot 

Chapter io ti.Gd to Wl'GGS from the Bnpk gf n'rflf'hS:li.1 all of 

the second chapter to wroos from a.., and o.11 of chapter three 

1io verseo 1n lt. 

The ton 'tfh1oh llill be ut111zod for our nn.al.ysls 1e 

the Bt.tbor edS.t1on of the 4\.. ».. (Krakow, 1903), cd11ted accord• 

tng to a manusor1pt first brought to 11cht b7 a •. MenaohGIJl ten-

1&no 1n 160J. Lensaao publlshect this manusor1pt 1n hia book 

8h'Mz x.o,ot (Vanioe, 1618). It ls ·atUl not known Whetber 



32 

Lenf;e.n<> had any olde.r tUmusor1pts of the /l. ;a. in his posses .. 

s1on~ B:r obanoe, ho1fltver, Euber found another manuscript of 

that text .in the Oxford collection under the title ~pdgr 

m.ixami · MbA, wh1oh ho identified a.a the &. li. 1 

Whlle a number of editions were published ),'>revious to 

Buber's, he was the Zirs·i who or1.t1oally edited tho manuscript, 

using the original in the .ah• tey Ya.@01;, and the V1lna ed1 t1on 

(1802). Apart from theoe, a copy ltaS made for Buber by Y1te• 

chok Lizt from the o~ord Oollect1on. As o. resuJ.t, it 'l-19.s 

~w possible for Buber to introduce into h1s edition Chapter 

42, which was missing 1n all p~evioue texts.2 

. .. There 1s a total ~f 83 ho1llil_1es in the 04 chapters of 

the~· ll., olnce Oha.pters 82 o.nd 83 form one chapter. Since 

the· ~. .to.Us into e. threefold di vision of .t. , i. , and K. , 

and there are 28 chapters under the heading of .t., the total 
' 

number of chapters should be 84. One obapter was apparentlf 

dropped from the book. Chapter 41 1s designated n •• followed 

b7 Chapter 42, 1. The chapter headed K,. ·was omitted• or 1a 

lost. Buber filled 1n this vo1d according to the manuscript. 

Chapter 42, i. • 1s no11 Obapter 43. 1. ~aoh succeeding oh.apter 

is designated b7 one higher number, reaoh1ng a total of 8.\ 

ohaptere. The last ot these is designated it.• but baa as 1ta 

varae Isaiah 84: 12. A. chapter o.t '• was apparentl1 loat.3 

'31.e oompUer arranged the homU.1es aooord1ng to the 1n• 

o1p1ta of the .sm. onl.7 seven times. Obapter 19 1noludas Ya.yom 

18:1; Obapter 33 illoludes ToJ.4o1;h 25:19; Chapter 45 (41) la 
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really IAJP1ma 28; Obt.\pter 54, irldoh, is r~Uy 58, conto.1no · 

1li1JiQ~Ut YI ~ 1 ; Gbaptat" 66, · wll1oh ie raQ1ly, 6'7 • oont..1i!n1'1 

Hllmb 46~1 ; Ohe.pter 75, lih!.Ch 1!'.l ?'enllr 76, oo~'tc.1nn .tl11,d.~ 

~ 44: 10. Fourtoan of th~ h!>m.'\l.ien -0.rn bo.n:lti on thO beaim

ning of t!ltl ic;rp.M~. 4 

Xn Ohnptor 1 , tho vnrr>o ; 

('i> -/)f';J/C~ JJ/-"1 ';);:>' '.:J /c?'I 

l~s not plnce4 t.t ·:.ho 'beebming of the ll,., nor doos tho :a.n
chum (~.) ausi ett thin v~r!JO .. "'° ~c 'bogi:ru:l1ng or th0 C~1'>

ter. ~e oamo 1o truo oi' otbGr vorcoa.- Somo voroes 1i1t h uhioh 

the .W... dooa no·~ or<11.nnrily bac;in a.re ai ted at tho beginning 

Of thG 0112.ptOrGt SJld otharo W:l th lThioh thG _a., ordinarliy be• 

gins. nro not o1ted at tho boginn1ne ot tha ohapter.5 

In the A.. di. the hom!lioa to f."~ llm.. e.ro n1.s$1n3 . It 

S.s POBs1blo that the compUor d1c.i not find homilioo to nl.1 0£ 

the ~. e.o arrangGu in thG o:tder order-homll1es that hnd long 

o1llce been foraotten.0 

Jlaoh obaptor Qpeno w1 th a sol.'1ptura.l verso, and 10 then 

tollowod by tho rubric p) ...J ..:Jn ~-"le f/ ~3 • A£te~a 

many /c'~ ~ 1nt.roducea. l:idoh s1gn1ty th& 1ntroduc't1o». ot 

anothor homUy on a scriptural verse. 

~. nooumptton that the Prophetic GOOtlonB ln 'he &, 11• 

~ Il1. to respeotlw ' §m• i.G oupported 1n pa.rt b7 thd Uot . 
of sldm:Jm Hott.Amt. publlahe'7. by .Buobler tn a manunorlpt 

eou:roe 1n the Jmdeb, °'•netlx Rana. In Buohler's lln, ae 

1n 'Ula A• 1.., tbe. •• Genaele 151t, 20a1, ~128, 28:10. ·~a11 

.· 



and JO: 22, have assignecl to them reopoC,ti vel.y the 11.t. I sa1ah 

t;1, II Samuel 21, Micah 5:6 1 Hosea 12:1,, I Samuel 11, Ob~

dlah 1:50.7 

Oerta1n psalms expounded in /!. jl. B:L'e 3ux·taposed to 

more than one IJ.. :Psalm 18 oo·ouirs ·trrlc~, Psalm 27: 15 and 

80: 6 three ti.mas, Psalm 17 occurs t'\11.C~, and Poo.lm 71 sewn 

times. 

Aa to tho .fortll of the~ • .a •• Bu'i'>er fe~1s that tb.e oom

p1ler bad chosen thitJ ne\-r &i1'1 uiffarHn·t ar.L~ng~mtmt in order 

to expound%.., and afterwo.rde, ll. before Hinclla. and from 

I·ll.nobs. on, h1o expositions uere !ram &. , because until tho 

time o:t l·l1nobn 1 t w.s proh1b1 ted tu :&. .. e~d frolil ~.a 

Despite the claim of sollola.~s tba·t 'iihe ~ .. \'lfil.l!J very 

ancient, Buber aesovarates "that no one lmew of the book before 

Lenzano. n. Avraham, 1n his V11na ed1t1on ot the ~. ll. (1802) 

'tiX'ote on the title pa~ of the book, "It 1a likely tllat the 

~.u~ Rav compiled it." Thereafter th~ publishers oont1nuod 

to ~rint the very same 1nsor1pt1on on the t1 tle page. ~ . 
I e I? I~/) ' ~? /<: J>4;, / *) ,:J/J v-, I t,/c., ~ JJ ~ c'/C e,? .,/' 

·/(.J'/J:>' ;;;/~~ 
At the end ot the Vilna edition, the following appoars: 

) ;:l/J ~'ICJJJj) fl'i/9Jj>i>h 'R J>I'-~ r n3 )vi> I"/~/•• 
;o I ..JJ J ~ /.# ~ '/ ? ;:;,/] ;::l ')i) ~ 'iJ /c ?Jc/~ e,? ~.N 

/ .JJ .j1 ~le i:l /c ~/ <: ;:J' -? ...:>~ ( i:J' ;- ... 5 :.I J /' ~ ~ uJo,., 
;;/J/c ~J-/:JJ ~/)/C /''~~ /:)"iJJ ,,.../ /;:, ~~ ';:)~ 

'JOJ 6 ? ,o/J ?'"J ;') ~ o /c. 'J J JI < 1>/r. 7 J)i),;,;;, /c (2, 
.. 

i.> ~ t:1/C 
!here ~s no proof at all that Bav over mew of th$ .'-.I.• 

.As Buber points out, "Even 1t nav ba4 a sata1~ A•ooa, ~ 
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e.ll.oul.d we suppose that t hiG we.::; t!1e one ." Uo brings .forth 

eV'idonoe sho1ru1g ·t.nat Rav could not have authored tl.l.e ·~. 10 

Rabbi L7eh Laib Gordon 'believes tlw:t. the uu·:mc>r of 

the A.. lie was the ~~ a. ~-101~~. boce.uo~ Ul&l\f o:I ·;;he seyings . , .. 
.folllld 1n it saom to bG ;varolle! to ~o~ of R. J.Io1r. Buber 

rejeota this clailn ao ll.a.V1ng no :fouude.t1ou. ~h<n~ are~ in 

taet, mney sayings in ·th'3 /.'>;, ll. tlttr~ er~ ilS.i""e.llel to 'thG say• 

1ngs of the Obucham:lm., ~a.!la, o.nd Amore.in. Ho i'eal1J 1 t is 

poas1·b~e that tlle compiler dre't·: upon the so.y<ings of R. IiS:e1r · 

~th.out mentioning h1o l1ame , ao mny be ~01.ntad out 1n other 

1nstanoea, 11 l~or· is . tl1ere any bns~s ·to tho cla~ . 'that Re.oh1 

kn(ffl of the a. Ji,, boco.uoa o:t .:;110 la~e dato of its composition. 

Most of the l,~dmshic quoto.tions 1mec1 by Resh1 wore , 1n fa.ct, 

~e :an. publ.1shed by R, Ezre f! ' 1~o in P.antuf/a (16o;;), 

conto.1ns mo.uy additions. In Duooi~' s op1n1.on, R. B::ra ?-I' Fnno 

~Ck ~· sa~·~iOllS fl-om tho A.. ll. 8.lld added them to his edl~ 

t1on ~-:'· tho ~. 13 Buber mal;e3 the saina observation concern

ine; tha ap:ponranoe of sGot1on3 of the /Jr... B.. 1n R. Aimaham 

Gedal1a' a edi t1on of tho IaJ 1wt Sh'man' ( ) 1n l1hich appear 

sect1onn of tho TnllnJld ~ ~. tbe.t uera not contain.Gd in 

~e· ori~l worlc.- In0,luded 1n AvralJ,aln Gedalia.' s odit1o;n is 

e. complete chapter borro~d trom the A. J,. aocord!:ig to Sh• tay 

%edQ$• 'rit 19 no\ to be assum~d," vr1tes BUber, "tbat the 

or1g!nal author o:t the Y3l 1g~ ae..,, ·th.$ A. ».. G\Ud incorporated 

1t· 1n tht XalJga$. 1114 



Buber mn1n~1l13 tbet the ~. Jl. 1s ·tho uorl: of a lator 

oompller, -;:ho c.olleciiad sayings and homilies zt"t)m ~ differ• 

ent aourcsa and 1noo11?():ra:~ed them in thv ~. AJ.moa·t tho en

tixa 'book s·eems to bo ta1:ou ft\lJn ti.la en:i•ly ~. 15 Tllo coinl)Uer 

l~S £Qm.111ar uith ·tbc l:e.n1l~~·.R.'1tl Kt\b&tm., 16 tho L a .• 17 

§lfi+ Mal;;2) iii& Y:twg, 10 encl ~R. ~l;t:f ~'\·lQ, ~'raiila gf i ... J.o.~e 

Uniili.11. 19 

~r1na . ~able.. 

nere ~--a begin to not1oe 1n Exodus Rabba the sruas £ea• 
ture es 1n A. 13. to Genosi:J ·uh1ch oonte.inod a obap,ter 
headed Neb11m to eao.h reapootiva Sodl.~, ill aud1t1on to 
auoh lioted a.s ~orc.h end Ketub1m reapeotively. Here, e.g., 
the first ~t of Exoduo ~bba, Cho.pt. 19 li'Ou.l(l ocmst1tute 
auOh a cnaptor called ~o:rah.L :meree.s I 4 't:Ould b& parallel 
to tb.o one called Neb11m. ~IU.s intorastlng !oatu...'""'e co~n 
also to other sections of Ex. Rabbe., -v11ll be traced fur.- . 
thar on l>01nt by point in the courao of tb.e inv&at1ga.tlt>R 
of the Stlddaz-!In. and their reapeot1 ve homilies to Exodus. c;Q 

Mann makes refo1--enoe to both those H1dmaJl2m m anothctr 

G:llatenents 

Because (Agsadat B'rellh1t) ha$ been preserved. only ta 
G~ss1s it is sty1ed ~ 18 le?~ .1> ~t'I<. Ho~rver., lro ~Y oafe• 
17 assume that there existed o!mllar points, vith their 
th:reefold heading aaotions (headed ~ora..h, !ieb11m and Ketu
b1m reope0.t1ve17} to oaoh SodX'Qt to the l!ema:!nder ot tho 
Ponteteuoh. ~o nacumpt1on ls b\>:mo out by the .taot 'that 
several obaptei-e 1n Exodus Babba oonta1ns1 upon close emm-. 
ination, foa.turoe s1mUe.r to those of Age;adat D''reah1t. z1 

So olooe a.rs the 31milal'1t1es b$'tmlen A.-. ll. and Emd"I 

Rall». that Mann oonoludos: 

Such illustrations frequ.e:itl1 ooeur 1n AS[!Pdat s•reohlt 
(as baa been pe1nted O\lt sevexial Umes above) whiah taqt 

·turther strengtb&Q tbe impression tbat oerta1n purrta of 
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EAodus Ro.blX\ are modelled a.:i:"bm~ tho st:ruot-u.ra of the £ormor 
Midraah.22 

Zunz asoribes &fmdus, Jl.e.bl>A to about tho eleventh cen-

~though immediately follo1d.ng B'reshit Rabba in the 
oollection of the R.lb~t, 1~ i a separate~ f'l~va 11he l atter 
by 500 1Ga.rs.23 . 

Zunz, 1n 111.e book~ (~arl1wis1;JJg~n · 

Ign1fPA£GL4.~ Jll.4= ~Jm.t.ldJlkB.l.t.), makes olll.y brief 

montiG>n of tho A.. J1H sta·~ing: 11 I.'l add1t1on ·to the D*resh1t 

Rabba• there is one m.o:ro midresh on B'l'osh1t entitled Agzada t 

B'reshit., \·rh1ol1 is . apparently lo.tor tbs.n ~'..Qb.1. B&J.bbp. 1124 

Buber ch£1.ll$J18Etd Zunz ' s statement, a.nd 1s at a loss a.a to w1'l1 

he should bave 3uxtaposed the two ~. 25 

~ow this point, ll31'.naly, this d1f.feronoe ot opinion re"!9 · 

prd1ng I.. R, and A. ll. • should be of some consequenoG in 

help1n6 us to con3eature the date of c9E:!)Untion of the A.. lh 

According to Mann,. EAn4pa ftabba ls aty-led after A.. }l.. Aooord.-

1ng to Zun$ ~ 1t was compiled in the eleventJi oentucy. The £.. ;a. 

catuiot bG later tha.ll that. In all 11lte11hood 1t ms earlier, 

since so much of the m.atertal oonta1ned in Emc1ug ia.}llw. ls of 

much oar11or origin. 

The v. R. 1s referred to by Nathan in his A;a)1' (SV • . : 

~<J" f>}l'i'> )26 and in sevei-al ot.her passages, as ~ll · ae bJ' . . .-: . 

-eht in hie oommentarieA on _Geneele 46~26• Exodus 32:1~, Lev. 

t 9·, 24, e1;o. Aooor4ing to Zuns, Ha1 QaOn27 aud N1sehi28 mew 
. . 

an4 made uae of "1ds Ht'1r. Z\D1Z tbentore da'es 1 '\ or1g1!1 . 

\ . 
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· to t~e middlG. o ! tile oa venth ce11tury. 29 

Aocordine; ·to .. .me evidanoo cited r.ibovo, the .\. }l. oould .. 

not lla~a be~r.. compiled late:r than ·the clo '1c:1nth ce.atury, and 
. .. 
most i1kuly 1ms oo:rtt>leted bofoi·e ·t.he aevon:tlt cc.mt.ury. Oor-

. ' 
tailt aectiona oonta.ined ·thoroi."'l. ::ir~ do-abtlaas oi .?.'!1 cave:n · 

ea:rl1ar yo~iod, 

Fw:-·tho:rmore, Greol:: 1»0:.:-ds (for 1dl.1ch tha o,omp1le1" oo·uJ.<J. 

ha VO DUbati tu-r.Jed the llobrati sq•..li ve.lent) ·aero ll:Jed 1J:L t!1e ~. l;1. 

uh1oh wore not £ound 1n e~rlie~ l:U.t\mshiJn.. 30 

may 51ve us a f"~c,her indication of th~ ag~ and ~rovsnoa of 

tbe L. ll,. ~o begbl ":11·th: Gi•eek oea.a9c1. ·(;o b~ a. Y·~~_aoi'IJ.ar 

language aftor the o1Ghth centm.·y in tho Ee~ Eo.st, "Ai th the 

exoaptiou o:C Hoe·te:.."ll Egypt. ~..u·m3 tJ.l.e sevo:::it.'i oant~, 

Greelt 1·m.s ::J'~~-11 a vor:wcul.~l' langv.ege 1n !Jyzc.ntbo {where i·i; 
. . 

remained to 1 J..1.53) 1n parts of .!l.a1a M1no.r, !>a.1est1.n3 , S;,r1n, 

wad {'feotern Emt. 31 Uo imve eltamined the Greek term.o found 

in this ~. (Z11ey a.re nppe::ided to this po.pet')., Nune of 

them. is later ·~ the Justinian or l3yzant1ne EI:l!>iro. Th<a 

result of this 1nvestig9.t1on again narrows the time interval 

during which the ~. i. wa.s redacted. 

II. !HE B1RESHI~ RABB! 

!rho 11 • .a., also know as B. R. o 1,RahbJ. Cabam. or the 

i'mtt.a d 'Rabbi OgJ:W.yaJl, 1s attr1b'.4tsd to Osha18h, e._91 Amon, 

vho llve~ in the third century. In lts or1g1no.1 torm, the 
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~. R. was an older, smaller essay, ascribed to R. Oshayah 

because the first proem begil\~ wit~ his name.32 

39 

~he ~· 1~ an exege~1s on B'~esbii following the 

biblioal text verse by verse, and often word for word, ex

cept for genealog~oal passages. There bas been no s1m.\lar 

balaoh1c pae;p.4a. to Ge.nes1s because 1n the oomposit1ons of 

the ~a.nna.1 tic M1g3shipi, vis. Mpls:11ta, Sitra and ~ifra, the 

oolleotion of ha.laohic comments vras probably the chief objeot, 

and . Genesis contains only a. small. portion of he.lsohic matter •. 
. ' 

It is "'distinct 1n its composition from the other purely ha.gad-

dio M1dra.el;11m. on the Pentateuch, uhioh do not comment on the 

text conseout1vely.33 Frequently, foretgn i·1orde e.ppee.r, which 

occur for the most part in the Greek, and are preserved 1n no 

other Jewish literature. Sometimes the e.uthor of an 1ndiv1-

dual bafPl4de is mentioned, often not. Parables are woven 

into the simple explanation of the words and sentences, such 

as were customary 1n public discourses.34 There are numerous 

references to contemporary gnostic specu1at1on with the purpose 

of refuting the heretics.35 The Ji. R. gives us 8 great deal 

of insight into contemporary events and people. A few 

halachio references from Miahpa. and other falmudio sources are 

to be found in the~. it is written 1n rich language, and · 

contains many beautiful parables~'6 

The li. a, 1s divided into paraeh1ypj;. Pz:o- head 

e~oh section, Which distinguishes the book from the o~er . . 
I• .' 

Tamia1t1c midraah2JD. ~ Qk11t,a, Sit;re, and s1n;a. Each' 
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section or chapter 1a heade~ by the first verse ta.ken from the 

scriptural passa~ to be explained, and i s introduced by pre

·fatory re~i,ks, which vary 1n fol~ and extent. In some, only 

the scriptural te~·i:; is g1 ven in the introduction, 1 ts s.ppl1-

oation to the verse under consideration being selt-ev1.dent, 

or lett ·~o be worlced out. '.Chese prefa.tol'Y remarks start from 

a verse taken from another biblical passage, generally from 

the Heg1:ogra.pb.a •.. BY various e:teplanations of these passages, 
. . 
the preacher moves through the expoa1t1on to the verso 1n 

Genesis heading the pamsha..37 

The. original work on these passagos consisted in group

ing a number of sontences and exposi·~ions inJliO a cool"dinate 

whole, allra.ys a~ge_d so that the l ast vei'se foi~e the· ex

position to the pa.~0~ba· . The ~arash1yot of the ~. R. are 

Qharac1;er1z~d b~ ~~se introductdans, and have no formal end

ing, though some of them show a transition to ·the biblical 

paes$ge that is found 1n the onsuing ~araapa.38 Most of the 

passages are anonymcus 1 and may be asor1bed 1 at least 1n 

part, to the author of the~'~. The· olde3t sectiona 'ot the 

WJU!.. can be substantiated as ~annait1c. These sections con

tain more than fifty controversies between R. Oshayah and R. 

Hehemiah, which bespeak their antiquity. It 1s difficult, 

· nevertheless, to ascertain ;ho1.'fl- JD.uch of the present ~. ·bas 

or~ginal material 1n 1t.39 

fhe author ot HaJagM·G Oeclgl~p, R. Yehudai ~n, ·iU

oluded the Ji. i.. ~~ng the !rannaitic m14ra1him Metilj;p,, ·s1tr1 

and s1:em!'O Hagad41o material was oontinuall;v added, even 
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t:l!t11uo.c::iptG e.:ud od! t~no \' tb.o ~o'!'ie.1 nun~e:- ~:'~ll\3 from 'n 

to 10~. !·:oot or ~'le m,cv~{!C~~-~"Aa o.~~c on 1ih<:'t nor·11t <i! '5 

cb.c.p~~~::l ~1> to ·tll~ ~~l)001t1011 of Goons~:; l~r!: ~~ ~ ~h.0 1loi;t of 

thost~ ._ e.o 1'7~ll ~o th~ ~~ and. Ig~,~s- d:t:t'i'er · o~2:J 1n e fou 

sact1ono t.rom t11Q 4.l:~ 1!1o:lonm o:r ol~pto~n ,..:'.'. th.o cili tio?t!'~. '.t1ho 

di v1slon by oi-~!>t~J:>D or ~.1oc"~:l.ouu, · 1ill~l:~fore w:i.y ho ·Ct'lna!!.d.ore<t 

to be much '''~uer ·th~1 11.('l.n been o.osura~d. 1~?. 
1rb.o d:l 11ta1ou i'ol1cmn(l i.'11. 'thn ::W..)."O~'h:t;rot o:t -~ :a. a. 

l:na 011'idontJ.;y '(Jle r;t' .. ~o ~i.J t!ln 131\,lo tc:srt~· , no :rli:ml ~t t-..~~ 

two ~f thn oori;pUa.·;;~.E:in of t~c l t. ~. 1 °t·f-1·clf, ~~ n~oorda..'1.0e 

td:th tho uo: '10'"A11 ~//'I fJ'ld ~l<l tJ1e " oloscd0 N ~ 1..tt o ~~~,,-b.B o.f: 

Ganas1r;::.43 

~oro 1G ovidanoe ot $ ~o:la'ti<m ~o the fJa.; ">f tiio Pal.ea• 

tin16\n !l!. a.• a1!d c~~o~\ n-t\\dy of therJo 'i':lai/ :rovac.l an 

B.l'ran5anont of tl1e .r~. h'oratofore 1--:notm from old loc-tlot\t\r1oo. 

There are xmm:>b'\yg1,, po.rt1oularl7 in the b~glxu11l1g o~ the 

WJl;t • ., 1n 1fil1 ch 01lly n few ver~o J ntta ()XJOUlldOd n t n t1mo. 44 

Ac n result ot the lo~ne oonpooition of the hagsdd1o 

exe~s1s, it TRt\S a .aimple mo.tter to 1nsert n nwnbe~ ()f "ramb• 

lins oommen~s" to eaoh .verno, o~ even l)art of th& verse., or 

to add h!lasddic p9.ssages re1at1."'lg 1n 91)118 w.y or ano'\har to 

thG sorlptural text. fb1:a I>~ooess oontlnued from the t1ile 

ot th.• begtnning of the ~id~. on.,45 
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The date of the redaction of the ~. &. is d1fficu1t to 

:ascertain aooure.tely, but 1t is probably not muoh later tl1B.n 

· the Jeruaalem Talmud. According to Zunz, 1 t ·was compiled and 

· and edited in the a1xth oen·tury.46 !·fore recen·tly it liaS esti

mated to have been redacted in the seventh century, possibly 

in the latter half of the eighth, 1~7 but thi~ -17ie11 is unten

able, since. as we have mentioned, 3. . Yehuda.1 included 1t 1n 

~1s ilalagho~ G'aolai. 
Even after its redaction, many new interpretations 

were added. Additional psalms were inserted, beginning with 

parasba Ve.y1sblach, which contains lengthy passages chara.cter-

1st1o of a later ha~ddu,.48 

From an examination of the Parashiygt YD-Y1eo.ah e.nd 

Ye.i'cll.1, it becomes evident that the editing of the ~. R. was 

not. completed. ~he per1cope ~'resD,it 1n itself constitutes 

more than one-fourth of the entire 'ttork, and contains 29 ~- · 

IJ117o':t • shoWing e. d1:sproport1on between tbs. t part of the ~. 

devoted to a. B'reShi;t, arid the remainder of the work~ Sever-:- · 

~l of these paraab1ygt deal ~Tith only a few verses, and 1n 

some :Instances with only a single scriptural verse. These 

sections may have been ta.ken from a larger hagadd1o work on 

Genesis that remained incomplete, and from which the 11. B.. 

may have deriwd its name. It is possible, houever, that the 

title a. i.. was used to distinguish the IUJlr.. from the shorter 

and older one attributed to R. Oshayah.49 

!the opinion that the ~. lllis called Babba because of 

the 1no1p1t "ll. Osha;yah Babba began," and that the "Rabba" 
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or1g1na.J.ly belonged to the 111?.me of the Amore., i s untenable 

baonuse in the best manuscripts the name R. Oshsyah appears 

l'Titbout tho subsequent 11 Rabb~" 1n tho preface.50 

nio name "Rabba" ~m.o later applied to the l·"idm3h'm 

on the remainder of the Pen~touch. · Thio oollect1on·1ias then 

called ti1dr. Rabba, or i.11d;c1 of "'Q10 P..a'2}>ot• ·tq t-1b1oh the w.
m3b3m used 1n the Syna.zogue were _added : oanticl<;w, Ru·~n, 

Esther , La.tilanta.tions, and l:fooles1usta~. 51 

The · expos1t1on ·to the ant.ire Oha.11ter 4-8 of Genes i s is 

missing in all manuscripts, savc . one ~ 52 Tho divis ion o~ tha 

Ji. Ji. 1'18.S also US Od by t ho compile:.;- Of the ~. ln nll J:l.S.llU,.. 

so.ripts the e~osition of Chap"~er 49 (Jc.cob's :Blessing) ap

pears 1n the youngel... recention, whiol:l 1n pc.rt is der1 ved bom 

tho Tan. bomil1es. This recention ~lone is citod 1n the AJ:UJt 

and Ye)~$.5:3~he ll. R.; therefore, 10 e. combination of running 

commentnry lrl.th that of the homily complete in itself as in 

the ~. and Pea1kta b.om111es.5l~ 

III. THE PESIK!A RABBA~I 

~e ;e.. Ji. io a oolleot1on of hoJJlilies on tho Penta

teuch and J?rophet1o Lessons ft>r $p~o1al. Sabbaths, and tor 

Feet1vnls and llol;r Da;ys. !rho ~. lfaS probably des1pte>d 

RAbl&".1i1 1n order to dietingutsh it from the earlier ila&ldtl. 55 

~ere aro 48 ·chapters in "the L a. which are no'\ des1g

na ted. bf n\\mbers. ~he fke't seotion bel.onge to Bogh OhoA9p; 

Sect1oni• 2 - 6 belong to oWUJm.ll 1 8eot1on 9 belonge to 
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Oha.pn}ra)J, and to .!> P re I;/')~ ~I ~ ; Seot1ons 10 to 15 be1ong 

to the four speo1al Sabbaths; Sections 16 through 19 are paral

lel to ·Soct1ons 14·through 17~ · Sections 20 through 25 be1ong 

to Shavuot, Section 26 · 1S to be joined to Section 19.56 

. The Ii. per1oopes begin with Section 27. Sections 27 

and 28 belong to the ll:t.. that a.re expounded 1n the Petichtot 

(E.e.1.) 20 and 32; seot!nns 29 and 30 are connected to the ltt.. 

of Tieha B 1 Ay; Sections 31 through 31+ a.re joined to E.l:.t... 23·· 

through 26; Sections 35 and 36 are joined to~. 27. Sec

tions 37 and 38 are joined to the two last paragraphs. Sec-
' tions 39 through 44 tostify to Bosh Ha®ono. Section 35 1s 

devoted to the Sabbath after Rosh BaWiouo. Section J.f6 . 1s de

voted to Iom K1ppu,r, and to the Ten Days of Penitence • . Sec

tion 47 testifies to the same, and to Tzpm Gedaliah, and 

Section 48 to Yam Kiupur. 

~he i:. R. is compiled, then, aoc.ording to the annua1 

cycle, with its sections arranged and joined to one another 

according to the sub~ects of the holidays and special Sab

baths. sections 2 through 9 are joined to Pet1chta 9; · Seot1ons 

10 through 38 are connected with ~. 10 to 29, and Sections 

39 through 48, with which the ~. &. concludes, are connected 

to b;t.. 1 through 4.58 

Both the E.• li.. and the older P111Jt1;a have five entire 

PiHot 1n comm.on: No. 15, HApAgdeap.; No. 16, KorbMi J'.Achm'; 

lio. '17, va1'gh1 B 1agbatz1; No. 1~ ~; No. 32, Anip Sq 11mh; 

and the large;r part of.Jio. 14, Parah. Otherwise these Hidm-
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.aJl.1m are quite different 1n style and content.59 

It is apparent that the Rabbat1 has another point of 

orig1n thaJ:l the Pesikta. Instead of Rosh Haahono, it opens 

with Rosh Qhodesh. Because Bosh. Qhadesb comes befor9 QJ:W.pµ• 

ka.ll., it tb.er9fore belongs to o~e of the two mont~s of Kialex 

or ·Qb.gsh,yan. Bosh Ol:lodesh Qheshyan comes one week after 

Suogot}l., and the blessing of Rgsh QlJ,odee:Q. 1s al'trays reoited 

on the same Sabbath that the re-reading of the Torah cycle 

begins. Therefore 1t 1s called S:taa.p~t B'res:Q.it.66 

~t is in the arrangement of the Rabbati that the order 

of the Sabbaths is reflected, and is connected with the order 

of the Pamfth,'xat of the Torah. It was necessary, therefore, 

to push the Ohapte:rs that expound the Holidays of Qhodesh 

!J!1ab.J'1, fal.ling 'before Qhgsvan, from the beginning of the . 

Paraeb'xat to the end, and to shift those chapters that · be

long to these Pa,raah1 J:Qt to the first eight ~. All the 

rest of the ohapte:rs remained 1n their regu1ar order. Of 

those chapters that were shifted, there remains in the ~. · 11. , 

only those that belong to the Days of Penitence and .Yam K1:g;: 
. .; 

lW,r., corresponding to Seot1ons 1 through 4, and these are the . . 

Festivals of aiigcnth, Sh 'm,ni A.'tZerat, and Simchat Tomb,, ex

pounded 1n four sec'tt>ns, five through 8.61 Zunz does .not · 

know 1f the E.. ~· remained unf1n1~e4 1n its original form, 

or whether the vari~us lacunae are the reS'Ul.t of re-editing 

or 1ater om1ssions.62 

4ccord1ng to Zim,~, the E,. i. bonowed Ps.raahuot from 

' . 
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the ·ol(lor J2Aa1JdiA. eithor 1n toto. or freu'";.1oti.to from it. It 

10· poos11>le t..~t thti 17 •• &. l~s o.n on ... c;1:roly nc~r n1~ge:mnn1~, 

. ~il.Q 9omp1lo:r borro-s·roll ~ ~oc.t (!~.. o~ t~·to:d.al .?.roti.1. 

tho ~ , o.o fo!' o~~Jllplo 1 ~O ncctions cro tn .. 1 tton in th\. 

style of tho ID.1., -uith 1ts ~~1~-tr ... O'!.t ;;,~~, unktns 1t,r.s 
~ . . . 

~no,.t1oi1 to the ~-~· !t ~~n t he ~n~io:.:- '· :-; eur.:·ton to mnlce 

uoo of thcoc 1101~le, /c ;::;>/c. 1 ;\) 'i)/( / /J))\ ' ; /) J> ~ ?:::> 63 

~ only exocpt1on to th!C'! 1.G found 1n · l?JUi.1~..t1'" J9. !·~lY ot . 
tbc ~Jia.1.Q.~~ a.:rc to b e :.:'ound. '-n tllG &~~t 1 i i:. tho . .. . 

~2.o~ ot ':"i,;1'\0 Ir~., O.l'\~ t.ll-:; e;:r.aoit~.ono or ~ho ~-• tc n tkled 

aV!dcneo of tho 1dont1 ty of tho lel~· o.r:d ~o r"·'•~r:A'tri.. of tho 

~~. ~crQ ::!ro .mnny ouch c1~lt\1"1t1~o 1n bot!l of" those lUJ.lm«.• 

.f.lldm, io be toun<t 1n tho ~. 11.. Ao1dc !1'"0!3 t.hia, t!~ox·o !s e 

~'t ·t'~il.er!t: to mny ot ttio r;s.yinzo L'-1 tho l~tor P1slroaw m. t54 

~110 section::: tw.t J:)Ql!~1n ti!tli /j ' ;:l) ;J ~/t/(t' ~d · 
eont !uu$ tha· ho~..Uieo i:!tl1 the formul~. 

nre one ill ch&raot er • tho!r l)1'1.~e souroe 1a tho %.el.. :au. 
thG cono1ttsi~ ~ /'I //J J J, , ? e. J ~. r~ i'Urtbor rm»-

r..ortc .. thO!.r iaontl~ c~oter. 6!) . 

~he Cha't'tf.Oter1ot1cs of t.b.e £\$Ct 1onn trom t1W L a~ 

\that ere ~l1mllAr to-~ gonoroll.y m.ent1on 'th.a names of tho 

are .to be ·co-no1dered ! 4-d1t1ono.. In tho sections t hnt a.re· talc~· ·. , 

en froD ~. t?ie Amo:rau do not a~ as the ~rs· of ~· 

.. 
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~- Dy using tho formUla ujf1nJJ, '? /)Ji~ 7-;;,. the oom

pller mel'~ly hinted at the souroe or the Ilidr. In a number 
.. 

of places the compiler 1subtitutod the name of n. Te.nchUJD$ 

1n the Pat1QAt&, ~s 1s ovld~nced 1n P1.rhJ.cbtn !fo. 37. 66 , 
'i> j : ' ;:> 1~ ';JrJ I I> JJ> '-:> n ..h(i) {' :!) '.::> j I<:. , ' =>J le I c. :;> 

· . ·., . t'.:>f t!}/c/t f~1...hl ·' ?/./J:J~ 'JfiJc6 
The abOvo cannot bo the carr1or for the i:oticlrt.n, beoouse 1t 

is the continuation of tho ,t., vilrae. Aa1de £l .. om th1a, thero 

1o hi the nn.100i1 nater1al o1m1lo.r to tho l a tor ~i;:aclslo1. 07 

AlboQk comp:1r0s oootions of the JklbJ>rd;;t to thooe 1n 

the fill!iihit and in i!m.aeoMt ~Qt.;rW, 0 1nd1oet1nr; ~lltl.t tbo P. R. 

wao a l ater oompoa1t1on.6B 

Zunz pltl.coa the t1i::ie o! 1 ta oomp1lnt1on 1n the latter 

balf of ~G ninth century. 'rho uox-k 1taolf g1 vo~ \\a the 

cloo.reat av1denco of 1ta date of compos1t1o:i. 

In tho ifah})a.t2. ( 1b) "tho :rollonL'-lg 1s lir1 tton: "I-lore 

than 777 years paot nfter tlio daetruotion. it tll1a 1e proof 

that tho outllor '1Z'oto h1a book after 845 of ths j:1at1rn. 69 

It 1o probabla tb.a.t tho r.. it. ~ms compooed 1n Bu.rope, 

ao ~s the IoJ.... Da~use ot the 1nolus1on ot Grcrek 1n f1Aa31,ddol 

1 Bn{l 26, 1t would appear that the most 11kelr pltioo 'tfould bs 
. . 

the Btznnt1no Jbpire. ·It wo "t-JOrG to consider tta.ly o.s the 

plo.oe of COlllpotd.t1on, as ooae do, it WO;t1ld be dUflou1t to ax

pU1n war R. l~thtm dS.d not kno~1 of th& Li.. 70 fhe n.rs" to 

make aent1on of ~ Hi41:• lmrG Kalir, 71 a. B1ea1n, 72 and R. 

Joseph !ov m.em.73 Diel,. Re 18 &lBO ment1onecl · 'b7 RatJb1,?4 

hie grandson the Baa!lba;ra, 75 and a. Jacob hm. 7~ 
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nn11,- o .t t..'lo ::metont oo!ml.!'irn t'~f'0?TO(\ to tho· &~A 

~n· ~~t xnJ ... v and t:t!A1:.. 11 TI 1 'tter~1'l!1:~n0 "tl;\o·:,,o ~.tt.tlon bo

eauE:Jrt of. tho n~.m~J~::1.. ~1Qn 1:1. tho to~!i. T~o::Jo Ci'\JJ01'-e.'t1ono 

oo~o~mtl ~m tho ?A~'\l.'\ll.l1!.i't',"t~..'.1;').:.T~:?.3., ·!;hcr Jt~i:tzr.m~nt., 

®~. tlt'.n?J othc;-rt.19 Jlt')~.uno t!l'3rc nrc ;3_0e"t..".0:13 1.111. tho 1'. .. i,. 

'.ntl'odticed 'bJ tH.~f.c!'C~\t cu:'. toJ~o r~~t\ ooni''\.1or:-;, rm ~mot 

ja,1go c.nu Ont'.'> n~et,.-on u1 th r~.ro~cn~ 't3 t! :l o=- :?lO.oG 02 

A,.boo!~ n1·~o3 :m. O-V\.'n~o ot ~. L~. pitb.1~1ol\or). by. Ja llhtek , 

· -mt1tlod t."l.o t?..o:c2:ta ~~ •• t', otJllOo~!on of WJl-::Anb1m t or 

tM vnrio\Ul hnlidny~ o..--rid. !oot1~.o, •:n tm1oll the homUiell dit• 

!Gr oo ~~doly 1n ~~:t.o, struo'turo and 1l'ttant• ~.t !t ~.o 1!?1-

""::m1h1a1 to <11ot1nzuloh th~ ::-.i.ttli.11:t-n.l:?J.!.' ot t'.rty ono ponon. 81 
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11'fpdaj; »'reahSt (ed. Solomon Buber, Krnkow: Joseph 
1l'isoh0Z' , 9q:;. -R~p:d.J1~d. by ~Iono:re.1:1 1'lati·tut'3 i'o:!' ~search • 
and Publishing of Manuscript~ and Rare Books, Ino. , l~ew York· 
1959), In·bro., p . ·VI. 

2""""··~ 
~·· 

31]l~ 11. 
p. VII. 

~ici •• 9 . n . 
5 l,l.).1.d. , p • x •. 
6.IW4•' p. J.:I . 

1 r.ucb.lor, J~1t1-Wa. n.w:u-tw.,.ly )levtmi, V:l . 39 e·~ :J~-qw. 
(1894) 1 as o1te<l 1n the Je111ph EncYcl9podJ.o., Vol. VIII, p. 
t:!.l.t?.. 
:7'-':l• 

0o:o-cu. ,. Bu.bs:::-, ~. !X. 
9l l.1!d., l>• X!!. 

1olhid. 

11~ 

12lhid •. 

13!h1fl.' p,. .:!I!I. 

1 ~he eu·tJlo.r' of . the %a11Jcim cannot bo (\OtemiltrJd.' lrl .. tl'J. 
certa!n:ty. Aooording to Zune, it was written bJ R, Simeon · 
Kara 1n south ~~ 1n the 03.rly part of ~ t~th oent~1. 
(DiA 0que141onetJ tg}H!!L vonm;er, »• 296.) · 

1 ~ubor 11sts the 1?8eaagea in .t.. i,. taken · .from 1lhe 
~r ~ a;o~glj;., p_. XIII!. · · · 

16z~ takes th:!a Hid~, to be quite aid; and aas1sn• 
its a.u'thor~i at the ve~ begbm1ng ot the eiptb. oen~. 
!he Po•1 kk\ Jl RU IMJltJA 1s clOpondent 1n the aatn Qn · the. old&r 
.I. a. which 18 n.earl.7 aa ·o'ld as the a. L (&mu 1Danto11@AIA 
Vol. VIII, !>~ 560.) . . . 

17ot11 e.naltslo ot i..&. 1.·0hapter II• P- 43. 

t~ NAtS3M 1s. attr1bu"84 to R. IsbQel.. ~e n&.\o• 
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tor, . a puiJU of nav. basad his York on tho W.d::c. 0£ R. Ish
mael's school.. (~e JeJd.sb ErtgyalopodS.e, Vol. VIII,. P. 446) • 

19Jos1 HagilUi 1-ras a Tanna, who lived 1n the !1rst and 
seOQ:tld cQn:tn~1ea, A. D. (1Teu i.ab El1.Qyalo1uulii;}, Vol. VII, p. ~40.) 

' 

22IlW1.., p. 422. 

23~dus BAbba. cona1sts of 52 :ga,mah1JO:t. It is not 
itn1form. ;lp. ·1 ta ·oomi_}()S1 tion. Ma:i.iy oi 1 ts hondlioa aI:e -~ken 
from the Tallollnmaa, o.lthough tho aut~r bad acoeas to many 
cr~e:rs in Qt11e:.e 1adi •o.i)!.110 soUZ'ces . I n t."<le edi t1ona the text 
is uometim.as abbreviated and ·the reader refe!'X'ed to suoh ool
lect1on3 - ~s t110 i:ostl~~. Such r oi'o:i:'onceo ~.nd abbi>0vlat1ona 
wore no doubt. ma.de by lc.ter copyists. E3o'1J1Q,,JW.blm do't·m to 
~~ 12! 1, :ta ~i.aed <;>n an car:t.icr o::tegotica.J. WJll:,., constitut
ing pe.rha.ps; the cont1nuat1on of the ll • .a. Zunz ascribes the 
e~t!ro ~10l'k ·~a the eleventh ox i.wolfth oo.nt w:y ere, Q rurt1uu•-
41@no:.tl2 onan Yortrr;:;ger, p. 256). 

21~ . IW., p. 124. 

' 25Qp.g1j., Buber, p. xx. 
~ftle ~. a Tal.mud1o· d1ct1onary, ·uaa composed bJ' 

riathan bon Jehiel of Rome. a..~ lID.3 co~a.pleted in 1101. (Jo-u-
1Qh fitgxaiopo<U A, Vol. 11 , p. 158. ) . . 

... 2'lna1 Ga.on . 1'18.s Gaon bf Pumbedita, e.nd lived at the tmd 
of the ton-~ en<l bqg1mllllg o+ tll~ olcvonth oe.)'l.tur-y. (Je>"*'®· 
l);lgy01opgoia, Vol. VI, p. 153.) 

. 28t11ss1m ben Je,oob l1ved during th& first hal£ of the 
eletronth cQntui-1. (JeRi$ 1Jp.oyoJ.oped1a, Vol. IX, :p. 315). 

29lJ)lsl~, Vol. VII, P• 560_ 
30 0».oii., :Bt~bor, p. XIIX, 

. 31rro:r theso fo.ots ? am 1nd~bted to Dr~ Brio tlorner, 
tho Jmpa1'ted this information during a conversation I had w1 th . 
h1m. 

.. 

'2sTo1£\Bh IQpypl,gP'4ig,, Vol .• III, p. 62. 

3:5_x1114., Vol. VIIX, . p. 557 • 
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· 3511 R, I~e-.e.'o ootn!!l(:tnoed uith, ':J:Jie b§2"1nnt<u; at ini \fafd 
'a ~; en« g.11 in, riull;Siooua ordinw:LQe enf2w:.t:th fQt en~11 
(Ps. OXIX, 160). said R. Isaac: 1rom the very commencement 

. ot the world' e creation, '~AD luud1:m5.De gf !£b.J w~o :la :ltnth. ' 
Thus, IE 'lliE BEGDTnI!G ~D OR.EA.T.ED (corroborates the ete.te
mel'iti But tllfJ Lord God is 'tb.sa true Go4 (Jer. X, 19). There~ 
~ore "Anfl &Jl 2:b_t rir;}lt~oua prdina.MP ~th tor ear' (~a. 
loc. cit.). For in regard to every single deoree wh1cb fbou 
doat promulgate ooncern1ng Thy oree.times, thoy o.ffirm the 
r1{5hteoueneee of' T~ .3udgment and e.ooept 1 t tfi th fa.1th. @~ ·. 
no person oe,n dispute and maintain that tlro po1'1ers sa.ve the 
Torah or tlTo powers. created the "trorld. :Por 'And. the Gods .. 
apa.te" 1s not tr.ritten here~ but And. God 1U1,ke all.Jiha§it l!oi-sls 
(.b'x. xx~ l); ln the .lleiJ.ml.me the Gods cx:.ea:®d is not written ' · 
here, b\tt IN m E BEGDUlll~G GOD ORF.A.TED." 

The point 5.a that thouch &ohm (God) 1s plural in 
form, the accompaey1ng ve1~b 1e al.ways in. th~ a~Jtcu.lnr. '.rh1s 
pasets.ge . ' ·a <lireoted e.ga1nst the gnost,.os. (!l.3.§z:.e.nh Rablm. 11 7-2). , 

36J elfj.ah -ImO}Ullo~d'a. Vol. III, 'P· 62. 

37lJWl .. 

3all214.. 

39l.12li. ' p. 64. 
40ThQ H@lalg;)1 of Yehuda1 Gaon (8th century-) ls a ool• 

lection of legal deo1s1ons. Which first appeared in Yehudai'e 
response., or was taken down by his students from hie leotures, 
and arranged by them later on. Ib.14.. • Vol. XII, p. 59<>. 

41 . lW,., p. 64 .. 

42.D.1d..' p_. 63. 
43 . 

Lb1d.. 
~ •• p. 64. 

4SlJ214. 

46i;iasd. 

47nio. 

~1'10. 
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.48nu. 
49W. 

50lll1d.. 
51~ •• Vol. VIII, P• 557. 

52.IW., Vol. III, P• 64. 

53ll214.. 

54n1sl.. 

55zuna, OP· git., p. 117. 

561JW\. 

57lJW1.. 

sslll4.. 
59.Ib.14. 
60 DJ.4 • 
~ . 

1D.\4..' p. 118. 

62llU.4.. 

63D14. 

64.Ib14.. 

6Sll>14.. 

66l:b14.. 

67.Dl2.4 • 
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. 6l\saaagha1; ~ofrSp, :was finally redacted 1n the middle 
ot the 8\h century, an assumption Which 1a supported 1>7 the 
sw.ieaent of R. Asher (o •. 1:500) 1n the Hjltt! ~fin&!e 
._, Sofdm vaa composed at a late date. _ id .-----~14Sa, 
BliH~la P• 42;) · · 

6 9zun.a, AD· Aii•t Pe 380. 

70zuu btllevea tha" the i.. &. was oom.plled 111 llurope, 
pnbabl1 111.· Greeoe. (D.24., p. 118, n. 19.) a Ha'\ban ben 
l'•ohiel U 1'84 lJ1 Sou"1lem Ita17 (1035-1105) • Iba BJaan-.tne 
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:&np1r~ still controlled Southorn ItBl y until tho 11th contun-. 
~s ·would QX!)le.1n ~e annual cycle. Ha m:l~ vory uell ~vo 
lcnoun of tho ;£.. B.. , and yot naver hod rosson to ma'ko mont.1011 
of 1t. {Jgw2,gh A»OWQlJGtl1p., Vol. :rx. !>• 180.) 

71 ~he date· of Sl1eznr Ko.11s is sot nt ual:'1ous timas be•· 
twaon the end of t'he 7th, and the ·end of tho 10tll oonturies, 
A. D. In D.dd1tion to It31y and Babylonin, 1losopotem1a and 
Pnloot1ne hove oJ.so been claimod by a1fforont schol3rs to be 
Kcl.1r 's native land. (.X~1t1ah ln,c;vglovoota, Vol. VII , p . 418.) 

12o:t:. nGtO 28, Cl:iapter II •. 

7'Jo~op~ Tov h"'l.arn, n FrGnch Tsl.mud1ot, Bible oommon
ttltor and DOD.CW~lived 1n tho m1ddl0 of tho 11th century. 
(ihn:dnb inaigl.gp£irl~; Vol. III, p. 306.) . 

741UJ.Oh1 mnicos mention of tho R.. ll. 1n his commentar1ea 
to Ioa.tah 61. (Zunz, QP· o1t., p . 380, n . 21~.} 

75lll14. • n . 25. Aooordine to .R. Yi tzcho!t Aroma 1n 
the AkQdG. 

76111 e. oomnentacy on tho l,ontetouoll f'ron n manuocr1pt 
or the 14th oontury~ C1~1a., n. 26.). 

77.nnalli oomunod sGotions or tho i:. B.. i r1th EAsild;a 
dfl Rax Kobmm. In c. oo.nusoript of Do Roao1, tho copyist r .o• 
tor.red to !,. - .&. n:s IAi. But 1-te should roalize that soct1one 
o~ tho ~. ,a. contain many oeotionn fron trtiono l-torka. (Zunz ,· 
QP.a1i., p . 382, n. 29,30,31.) · 

1a~ •• 1~ . 1.1a. 

79x~14. , p. 119. 

80Adolf IOlllnek (1"821-1 093), Austrian Ra.bbl o.nd 
sob.ole.r publ1she4 ~ collection of small midJ:a:al)Sm ta.ken part
ly from manuaorip__t,, pa.rt11 from prlntod bOoke, ent1tlod 
»o» Jla:Nidmami (!n 6 parts). tho Mtdr. quoted above ts a.. 
section or this larG0"1' l10rk. CJAH1@ RpozglppaOjc,, Vol. VII, 
p. 92.) . 



OHAPTER III · 

Al AlIALYSIS OF PSAU-t PASSAGES COMMON TO TH:S 
AGGADAT B'RESHI~, ~HE B'RESHIT RABBA, AND 

TllE PESIKTA RABBAf I 

As was mentioned (in Ob.apter I), there 10 before ·ua 

a theory, proposed by Venetianer, tba.t the hom1let1o use of 

psalms 1n ~he Synagogue bad an apolo~et1c f'unot1on. 

In the following pages an attempt idll be mado to sup

port th1a theofy by ane.lyz1ng the parallel psalm passages 1n 

the thr~e mi4rneh1,m With regard to the context of their homi

lies in ord~r to determine hon many of them are apologetic. 

~e psalm passe.ses to be uoed will be compared to those found · 

1n the o@Om vuem 1n the ll.. ~., and A. 11 •• and to t}?.e sec

tions lleobodteh HD• oh&rn11,, Mmlay Psgd )'t §emh, and AdQDO~ 

PakAd E1; B&tmeb, 1n P. R. • for the reasons already eta ted 1n 

Obapter I. 

I. AGGADAT B'RBSHI'r 

A. Obo.p$Ar 19. s ·o,gtSJ,m. 1. T~ 
Ps. 45:9 r- 1~ D ~ , f V..l*:ilt,r;, c>..:> ~ "'.::Ji' ~ /<1Sl/c1 )Ji 

Abra.ham ls 1n d1e,ress after having o1roumo1sed him

aelt, a.nd this bom111' i;elle of the three angels who aocompany 

God to v1s1t Abraham at thS.s time. 1n order to com.fort him • 

. MJrrh anct franld.no•nse nter to Abraham, an4 not to Jesus, 

1lho la v1e1te4 'b7 the ~· Wi.ae Hen t.r:oa \he Eaa,, bearing 
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B. Qbn~tor 19. Spc~lgp ll. ~. 
Po. 15:10 • . /V>it'I /JI'">;:> ''~/..{/" v1#lcl ~OA -.A//)J/c. d-:> 
J.>O. 82: 1. 17, v1 ~d'"'? ';:) ~J I' I>) 17( 

.'ilovtng l:opt God' o co\•onQnt by o1rouocio1on . ( J 3 tJ 
1) nN "'I');;:> ) Abl·~ ! o diatr~aeocl thn't ha ~hould pit ~t God t s 

ri(!)lt htlll.<1, U}d.lO (~Od oto.ndu. God , 1'1 ~~. 0.0!:'tl.rOS b1m thAt 

it ts 3ll r1eht fol~ hi m to s1 t nt Hi o riobt hn.n.c.1; encl t lmt 

hiG oono ore do~t1no<J. to ~it in tho nynngo.:;u.o, co 1·~ i~ oc.1<'1 : 

/ic v4)~i°'P PlJ f'''i>dtt.. (J?o . f32 : 1) Ab11nii.Ao' o ci~t."oumcisQd 
deuoondant c 11111 e1 t roci tins tha §11.' lilfic t1;iorc f..od ·uU1 bo 

ate.nd1ng, 1l1 t ho S1tl-ne:oGuo , not 1n the Church. 

O. Qhp,ptar 2Q SAs.,,n 1l 11. 
ro. 73:z,-2a. ii~ 1S \,/)/( .f;, I~ -Pie I I' I r/J ~ ;z/"i:J I~ 

p1t/.'1/' /' 1 -;, flc Vli'? p :/le~ c?N'N 
fhls hom.Uy it d1rootod c.c;a1nat thoso lmo cla.im 'ihat 

the Hoasieh SO al.read~ Como. ~O proaoh~r COUl'ltors u1th tho 

vorac: Pl) r le Ii tJ ') 11 /c 'i) 0 / /C JI 1J A.? /C (ll!um. 2lH 17). 

~ca rost of tho verse is iiot quotod, but it ia 1mpl1edi 

fk.,,,~ 06 f'p/ r:Jjir1.1Y ,o..::>/.::> ?1~ (uum. 24:17). 

God 3udgo·o now 0~e dt\y of QU.~ty is nt bntld. n 

(Deut. 32:35). :But the 0 Stnr out of Jo.oobtt is yet tar oft. 

~oroton, 0 fhoy tba.t sr> tnr tron Mo sbo.U 'PQr1oh-. '' (Ps. T3t• 

27-28). 



~ Mow ~catmuont, 'tiaD treo.tad 1n somo detail in Ohnpter I. 

It hao beon the subjt}ct of bOth Je'l~ish end Ohr1attroi o.po1o• 

get1cs~ 

In this homly, C--od olovntoo A~. eoo. t1ng h11!:1 at 

ll1s r1snt hand, );let beoaune Ho needo him, but becaust:: Ile lo~ea 

h1m, ~d b~o~uao ho is a fa1thf'Ul aervnnt. Ood need3 tnltG 

COM°sel u1. th no can. Ho oron tod tho who lo '·1orld 'td thout help 

of counsel. Amotl.G others, Fo. 3:;: 11 1tJ quo·t.ot1 1n the homily 

~//( /'Ja p{/;( ~? ..A3tl ~ Hhy d1d God cnll hm (Abral10.m) t 

ttb mnn of l-11 oounael~? Ti10 r>roacllar 1ntroducoo n. parablo. 

A k1ng GS,vos h1o belovod n prauont, anti then W.teo the a1:rt 

lack. Bu.t b.Q dooa not do so 111 thout rtrst consul ting his 

belovod. ~u.s C.ou ep.w A'brohnm. 1"1-ro t01ma (Sodom and Gomer• 

rah). Ron that Be 19 a.bout to destroy tllem. Ho ta.lees oounoel 

l-r!th Abro.ht..u:l., nn o. matter of com-teoy. 'Z'11oroforo, God cog.ts 

P.bl:'abwrl o. t iii~ Z-1e;llt hand 1 no His ""dvisor. :.J ';¥ 'l Pd • 
'411 T ./I 'i- 8 ( 'f;/, :/#tc..)'N :J'J- (Po • . 101:6). ':his :paalo is 

quoted 1n connoct1on m.th :/';q,f',a~ (Po. 110: 1). The entire 

m14ro.ah1o ooncovt1on is rolnted to the 1doa that A.bro.ham ls 

"'tho friend ot God. •1 (:Baba Be.ti~· 7513) 1 

:a, g~, t2· 3aQ$'4» it :" 
Po.. : 1 • tY .Netc 8?/J..:;, .:/1<1 

Goel said 'thiat man should ·not •1, " :e e.leo spefik With 

God,'' no Abraham spoke "'1.t-11 Him. God ~14 Be would keop sil

ent about AgnJ:aam'a -~., (1"1'orr1ng 1iO AbraharA'o areu1ng 

wlth BSm oonoel'llit:Lg Sodom an4 Gemoft'Gh)• because he wa &Uent 
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when God asked him to sacr·1f1oe Isaac. ~o psalm verse 

(Ps. ;8: 14) is quoted, meaning ialat 

God is deaf to Abraham's boasting ( ~'-> [;~;en)• The 

hom2list refers here to Jesus• boasting. God ·will be silent 

oilly to Abraham's bQO.stin~, but to no others~2 

F. Qbapt@x: 23, SQ,gJiOJl P, l't. 
:es.. 106 :35. I° v , e tr N /'ii IV f,1 /' ''I cf.I'>/ ~?ti" ..l1 '1 

In th1e homily thG preaoher presents the concept that 

God worlts alone, Tb.ere 1a no uoo.rineaa for the Lord, "for 

w1 th a trord He oreatGd the world, and 1n the future, He 'tfUl 

renew 1t for the 'tforl<l to oomo. " ~he preacher introduces a 

parable of one grouth 0£ ttheat saying to another, 11WQ are 

more beo.ut1.tul than ;vou, thoue,h tho rain falls and the sun 

sh1noa on us both~ 11 ~ho othor grolrth of uhee.t repllas, "It 

is not 1ibat you say, or what ne say, but the ll1nnoldng fan 

WUm.ows us into the silo, and you to the birds.·" ~us are 

the nations in Israel,. The psalm verse quoted is 

~'i> 1 6J-)l t;;l'l[:1 /'" Jcr:> f:l 'JrJJ 1 1 (Ps. 106:35). ~nations 
say, " i·re are lovel.1' because the rains fall, and the sun 

sh1nea upon both of us. 11 Israel' a answer 1s, •)It is not what 

7ou se.7 or Wba t we say, but behold, a day cometh and the 

righteous.vill be established in Ganeden, and the wicked in 

Gebinnom." fh.e preacher conolud•s w11lh a quotatio°Jl btoJA 

Daniel: "And ~ ot them ab.all sle•p 1n ~ duut ot the e~. 

shall awake, some to everla•ting 1U•. and some to the J?e

PZ'Oaohea and everl.aatlns abhbrnac•." (Dan. 12i2). 
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~ere 1s a parallel parable 1n the New Testament about 

a sower libo so"trs soma eeede that ~e hold and flour1sh, and 

others tba t fall. betwe~ tlle rooks and w1 ther. (Matt. 13: 1 B-24) • 

fb.ls parable 10 foll<)wed by another 1n Luke. "A man so~d 

good seeds in ~a field, and an enemy so1-red taros among the 

liheat, a.11d lTGnt his wy. The man said to his servants, 'Do 

not uproot ·the tares leQt you uproot the '·meat as well. Let 

them grow up together. Tb.en aather the tnres and burn them. 

Jesus so·woth the good, the field is the 1·1orld, the good seeds 

are the <>hildren of the Kin{5dom, and. the tares are the ohUd

ren of the 1noked. 11 (Luke 13:32-38). 

G. oim11tar g4, sec.t,·on A. x.. 
Ps. 110:1. :J'N'I' Pf/ :J191cr'o /'tcJ '/H.1.11 91:,( 

~e preacl).er speaks ·of the right hand of the Lord a.a 

the defender of Israel. Be introduces the folloWing parable-. 

~he Gon of a king .. had a protector n1 th.out uh¢m he ooul.d not 

oarr, on. liJ:>.enever the king lfOuld 1mp~aon the protector. , · 

tho son uns renderod helpless. Thie. 1s "the r1ght arm of the 

Lord.'' When He lfitbholds 1t ~om Xarael beoaus.e of their 

s1ns. they are rendered lielploss. 

Ps. 11~t1-2.;1·Jµ 'n PnU~~Jd' ~Q ,,., , r 
Ps. 60. 7. I . • J J Al I ~ (J 

• :; , I'/ f' 'JI I 7) ,_, fJ I,, . 
"At H1s right hand we a fiery I.av." (Deut. 33:2). 

!he ~ora.h 1s the protector and mod1ater, and sinoe .A.bre.ba!O. ob

served the IAw, ho s1ts at Go4' s right hand. Jane is no aon, 

but the tor&.h olts at God's ~1ght hand to prot•ot Abrabam, 

Wbo keepa 1t ta1thfully. "Ky rod of atrtmgtb tu- Lorcl wU1 
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send out of Z1on." (Pa• 110:f-2) 

H. gm:J;er 27' Spgt1~A' JC. J r 
Ps. 110:1 •. j'N' ~~ jJ~lcd'q /'IC J/.K.:f/1 -~I;; . 

R. B'reohia,3 1n bis homily, refers to the "wicked 

Babylonians "t·tho say, 'Ho has a son. '" A verse 1n Daniel is 

quoted. j'';'J {/;. ?;:;) (' vN ~ ';)/c ~'NI ':; /J 1 ?I "And the a.~pear-
anoe of the fou:rth is like the son· of. gods." (Dan. 3:25) 

Since the plural 1s used, saya the preacher, 1t cannot mean 

a son. but angels that ware called the ch1ldren of God. A 

verse is quoted from Zechariah, 11And 1 t shall pass that in 

all the land, saith the Lord, two parts shall 

d1e" (Zech. 13:8). When llebuchadnezzar said, 

":Blessed be the godo 9 " (Dan. 3:28) he did not 

be cut off and 

J ·~-:;'>~ ?'") ~ 
say .that he sent 

his god, but that he sent his angel. The homily concludes 

with.lrlc 1 /JJ"> .::>' '>~ I' :J e, ';> "two parts shD.11. be cut off 

and die." The :pol.em1c 1n this l10mily ne~ds 11 ttle elabora

tion. It is obviously· directed against tlie Tr1n1tar1a.n idea. 

fhe opening and concluding verse from Zechariah is directed 

against the Trinity, "Two parts shall be cut off and die." 

I. 0hal>ter 28, Section o, T. . . 
Ps. Bo: 15. J) /c.:J/ p 'K8N (/;;:.~ tJ ;:>/~ V)l/r..N.9 '-:;, 

. •~re..:!' /-a~ fil ;>~/ 
"And God remembered Sarah." The preacher makes the 

paint that just as God 1s able to rebuild ruined places, so 

will Re be able to make 30.rah fert11e, "1tho bas oeased to be 

after 1;he way of women" (Gen. 18:11), and · she will oonce1ve. 



Go 

r:~\Oll tha nat1bna tbti't arc l"OUlld abC>u.t you sl".All knol-1 that I, 

tho Lord, have bu1lc!ed the ruinea plo.coo rurtt planted tbt'.t 

U!doh 1c rlesoln.to. 0 (~olt. ;;0:3()). ~a homily 1.s anti• 

Ohr1nt1nn. ~ pi~o~r 3--~1--Q:-.;oco ·~1in.t J:m.~el ~ bO conf 1""' 

clen.t 1n tho fo.ot ·~-;A·' uod 1~ oblo to ro'bu1lc~ ~ll.io \i0!.'1«1. If 

. 
1:19). ~h~ p~~Oha:r attrj_butor~ t ho i'olloVin{~ l~~:;or to ~i.c.n ... . . 

nab.• as ~s "baervad her fs.}llO\T Ioraoli too roking tho p11~1m .. 

ar:;o on ~e J?oat1valo. 11i;ooto1 .. of th3 l:Crl<! , 'boho1d tho hour 

that Yott -:?ill t\Ocap·t no. ~~otl<»i1t>oi- l!lo £or the ao.:~c of ~ 

peoplo. !!emambor llQ id.tll ~~ i;r.Jmk>n. 11 f !..M'ltJ'r::; ~J·~v~ 
1kltil o.£ ·t:10-sa !¢C;/Cro \i3~-WO O~l~~"Orcd • Co<'i ~omcnbO~od f!.a:mn.!:\ _. 

a.nc'l GoO. «.'OU!tr4l't.r~red ~..a.~ iil th I11a 'V rJ-I e '· (Pittl on ~ 
MlilO ot Jeou.s.) C-44 remembered flt\nnal1 u1t1l nto snl1mtion, 

not !~. Mo.r;r'u prnyor, the liA(;?1tS.o~, in e. paraph1'Gso ot 
Qhtmii. ~~~. ~ proo.ollor rotero to ~·s prayor n.n bav-

1nG bao;.:t ~:.m:ol'od., ·5 

r~. QllA.v·tGu: 7.0, ago;t.S.gn A, I. r1. J r 
~;: ~:1;.. ') 1.Jl't P!J )f':;/C~ r;,,P/1 ')/,_j/( ii~ 

·?Ji) .J. fe fi' 1?~1 /~' ?/t'{}d- /'/' p '? 1':;'3 ?le 
fhO preA.ohei" aa19 tbtlt God's lovo tor IaraOl 1s ouch 

that Ile 4o•s not ~udge tbeDl, oxoept '1:1111i He do oo 1n "1la PZ'Oli 

HDOe ot their ta.there. tbe: ~oher introduoee a ,ara'ble •. 
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A teacher would not punish his pupil 1n front of the father, 

lest the father intercede and plead 1n the ·child's behalf. 

He therefore waits for the father to leave, so that he may 

strike him. Not so with God, who never punishes His oh1ld• 

ren for their sins unless He places their fathers in their 

midst, for 't'1hose sake "He will not forget the covenant of 

~Y fathers" (Deut. 4: 31). God does not relent for Jesus' 

sake, but by reason o:l z.t>ohuj; p.yot.o 

L. Qha.~ter 31, Seci1on A.,.%. 
Ps. 89:33 • • '\j~/c /cd j,~e, /cdl/11 //>'':J~ ra/c /c ,/°' 

The preacher, attempting to reconcile God's command-

ment to sacrifice Isae.c with the above verse, says that God 

longed to see Isaac. Therefore, He oolllII!anded Abraham merely 

to bring him up to Mt. Moriah for Him to see. As re~rds the 

saor1£1oe, God intended that Abraham should se.crif1ce an ani

mal, which He provided for that purpose. God does not want 

human sacrifice. He did not want Jeptha. to sacrifice ~is ... 
daughter, ,7 nor did He want the k~g of 1-ioa b to offer his son 

on the wall. God wants oe.ttle, and oxen, and lambs (Lev.1 :1-2). 

Jesus is referred 'to 1n the New Testament a.s the nlamb .df God" 

(John 1 ;29). 

Qh&pter 31, sootion Q, T. ~ 

Pe.. 119:60. ? '..A 1~ ~ J/ 'IJd .!/J.Hf>.K'711;} /c /i c,, 8?) 

Av1n, 1n the name of BUlda,6 explains '\ihy' God caused 

Abraham to delay three cia;ys before reaching Kt. Moriah, the 

reason being that the nations might not say that Abraham sao-
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r1fioed o'1t of fear. and tbat upon hoe.ring God'ls commandment. 

lost all reason. Also• thnt 1f Abrobam bad bad tme to re

consider. h$ Yould not have saor1f1ced Iaaac. The .:re.ct tbat 
Abra~ .. even afte~ a threG da7 repreivo. ms w1U1ng to of• 

fctr up h1s son, God had compassion u-;.>on him. :eesidas, con .. 

tinuea the preacher, 1f God coUJ.d not boar to soe Abraham 

alau:gb.ter Ipaac·, horr muoh more ao would God have t1eo1ated 

~m $0.0rif1o1ng his own son. 't!rhe hoe.rt of the liars was 

caught \mo say that God has a son." The section concludes 

ldth 11 ilb.era ls OnE> that is above, and He hath not a second. 

Teo., He bath neither aon, nor brother• ( t;ccl. 4:5) .9 1 

II. B'RESRIT RABBA 

A8 Qha.Uftf A8, Sog1;tgn 7., I /I . 
Ps. 82i1. ,..(7, ~~~ r:JJ.,.J /''Otlc:: 
Ps. 22i4. //c.J(,' JJ//'i>Jl P~I' 8/~p ;)J)/c/ 

R. Ohiya said in R. Levi• s 10 name, . "God says to Abraham., 

ld:l.o ~ished to rise in H1s presence, 'As you s1t and I stand; 

so vlll 7our children sit 1n the synagogUes, and I wiU etand 

1n 'their m14at as they read the Sh'JPA 1n My honor.•.. (Pa~ 

82: 1 1e quoted) ft'c '1J *//--A ill' ''> ~ "God standeth 1n the 

oouangatlon ot God." R. Hagaa1 said 1n the name or R. 

Isae.c11!•1d: "llot stand ~NIY. but stat1onGd,\>3Jce:Mtionao 

at Hb Post)." ".And !hou shalt be eta1;1oned upon the rook" 

(lb'od. '31atl... "~u art entbl'oned upan the praises of Ien

el" <»•. 22i4). God 1a atat1one4 upon a roe~ Where the SJU.-

gop realna eatab111hed. Je•u• sa7a to P_eter, "l1Pon 1lbts 
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rook will I build my ohurgh" (Matt. 16:18). Jesus gives Peter 

the keys to the kingdom of he~ven (Matt~ ·16:19) •. 12 Not Jesus, 

but God, 1s enthroned' "upon the praises of Israel," and Is

rael "upon the . rook." 

~;.~~~~~·48f~;{jj~ tnGJ 
R. Oh1ya taught: "Let now a little lra.ter be fetched" 

(Gen. 18:4). God says "I swear that I will repay thy child

ren 1n the wilderness, in the land, and ·in the mese1anio 

future." 1'hus sang Israel 1n the wilderness, "Spring up, O 

· well, Sing ye unto it" (Num. 21 :7); and, referring to the 

land, "A land of brooks and watern (Deut. 8:7); and; 1n the . 

messianic future, "And it shall come to pass that in that 

day the living waters shall . go out of Jerusalem" (Zech.14:8). · 

As Abraham said, "And wash your feet" so will God re

pay his children 1n the wilderness, "Then llash I thee in 

·water" (Ezek. 16:9). In the land, "Wash you, make you clean" 

(Isa, ~:16); ap.d, in the messianic future, "When the Lord 

shall have washed a-way the filth of the daughters of Zion" 

(Isa. 4i4): "And recline yourselves under a tree" (Gen.18:4). 

!ale homily rejects Jesus' statement concerning the ·washing of 

feet. In the Gospel, acoord1ng to John, Jesus says: "You 

ought to wash on~ another's feet, for I have given you an ex-

8.lllP1$. Do as I have don•." (John 9:7)~ It 1s Abraham, not 

Jesue, who alts the eDmple. ~s ho:m117 also speaks against . 

baptism. In the mesa1anio ftture, God vlll wash awa.7 sin. 
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tl~~n 'tiSShed I thee 1.n 'Hater" (:mzok. 16: 9) • n 
1ci'hon the lord 

alWJ.l have lW-ahed at1Ry the £11th of the dauglltors of Z1on." 

(Isa. 4:14-) •. 

Also 1 Jesus says to tne Samaritan uoman, of whom he 

re.queats a. drink of water: "Thou 1'10uldst lw.~ s.sked of him 

and he uouJ.d haw g1ven thee livine i:atern (John 4:10). Re

fe:rr1ng to ·the 'tm·te;r Ghe drew from tho well, Joouo say~ : uliho 

soever d1'1n1teth of this "VJSter, ohall thU-s·~ age.in, but i.-110so

ewr drin!teth of the l·ro.ter ·1 sl-l.c.l:!. g1ve him, shall novo:r 

thirst, but the 1·;o.ter that I sllall give him nb.all b3 e.c c 

1rell of 1mter s:pr1nsinG up into ovorlfl.st1:az !.ifo" (Jolul J}: 13-

14) •. (~his ls, of oourse, tlle /l'//J /)'//) 

As n t~aft.l.~t1on of Jestto t1s t..1le provider ot 11li 111ne; 

~.ter" tho . 1.,reache1~ dro1~ on the follot:in.g verse: t;And 1n. 

that day tho 11~G ·water oh.all go out o:t Jerusalem" (Zooh. 

14::8); "Sprin~ up, O \\"elln (num. 2t~7). God uill prov1do the 

"l1:ving uaters," the uell of tre.tor now. and 1n tho raoss1a.n1c 

fUt~e. Yes, lle uil.l prov1clo t·mt.e:i." ~d protective shade• 

"He spread a cl.oWl for· a ooreen11 (Ps. 105:39).13 ·· 

Q. w.~~(IX: flAl'fr 1Q. 
~ 2: t. •IC .JJ. :;r~ ,o3J '°,I) Cc 

''And lie stood by them'' (GG.n. t8:S.). ln the lfUderness, 
11Go4 atandeth 1n the co~gl'ego.t1on of God," (Ps. 82;1) 1n tho 

prom1e•4 land, and 1D the m.esoian.10 future. "b breaker baa 

gone up before th-. ••• BM. the Lord at the head ot them" (Mio. 

2:t,). ·0oct 1• ·1erae1•s ctetend•r• and leader, past, presen-t 

an.4 1n till• m.eaa1an.1e tutun, no._ Je81UJ. 



65 

n. Qhaxrt¥tr fl· aeC:Jtjon a. r 
.Po. 25;,1 : ~ ;; ;. t;J r;, r /../J '? f:J/ i I/(' I ';) ~I 0 

Uith miom is tho uocret of tho Lord? Vi.th the God..-. 

f~ina, 1-:> '/cJ '. rater, u1th th~ upr1~t. ttzru.t H!.o sec

ret 1o with the u.pr1ght. ,. (l?rov. '3:32) .and .tinnl.ly wi~ thG 

prophets 0 For tho Lord God lr1U do noth1n5, bu"ti ilo ~veal• 

eth Rio secrot unto Illo oerva.n:to ond »rophete0 (Amoa ;;; 17). 

Abra.ham l1no o.U tllr.$e, God•i'enrhlz, upr.1ght, and o prophet. 

~o is rol.S.e;ion. ~A1a homUy ro3oots Jasuo, ¥4l0 cl~~P to 

be mo:ro than a prophet, ubU.o AbrabD:m 1a reoof111zed e.s tho 

fulftllraent of the rollgloua mnn. 14 

J;, QbiW~J' .. l9..., ilacU.o» .9. 
Po •. i.s:a. . i' ~ S' ~ r:> 51 IC 

R. Acba15 te.u~t: Ab~ pleado to Goc.1 to oparo So-

dom and Gemorra.h, oeyine: " If ~u deo1reut the ' rorld to en

dure, tllsre can bo no absolutely strict jud~t. Unloan 

~u :toro&0eot a. l1ttlo, tho World cannot enduro. '' Go4 

ant>wero: "!:bOu 'haot lowd r~shteouone~a." (Pa. ~5. tS), You; 

have rotunod to condemn ~ ores.tu.roe. iheretore. God ~ 

Qo4 haot anno1nte4 thee ld.th the Oll 0£ glad.neee t\bOVB ~ 

:.f'ellon: (Po. 45t8). 

the op1at1o to the Hebrews 8"fllaJ of Jewa as being 

pi;ete:rred above the aneelu, both in pe~oona, and ~ ofrtoe •. 

"Whan he 1'a4 b7 hllnseit pureed our ~tns, .. , 4ow a'\; the 

l'tgbt hand ot tu Ha~••"1 on hitj>." (new. t 14). "'M unto 

'Ula Son Be oaitba fbr tbnn.e. o Got, la tonve~ an& ewr a 
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tJoept.re ot r1{;'Jlteouaneao. le the sceptN ot ~ Ungd;om... Thou 

bast loved rlgbt<>oUS!l<Uto and hnwd inequity. ~ere.tore. God, 

even T~ God ha.th GllllOUltod thee li1.th tho oil. of a).adness 

above thine enotnies. Sit on l~ right bend until I make their 

enoni1oo a footstool.-:(aobr. 1:8•9 .. t3) .. 

Qotl e.nnoitJ.ts ~!b~abtm;; not Jesuo. It io AbraMm '<ftlo 

"lovod ;r1£3lltoousnesQ, 0 (Ps . 4!.H8), 1n tllat h<li pleaded tor . 

Sodom a.11d Gemoit'l'ah, Tl\eroforo ho a1 ts at · the r!cbt 0011<1 of 

God llfl R1s tr1end (Baba :Batra 7 5-~) • 

~ /;;/ ;'i)J 'Ui/c- ~/1J1 1c I/ 'i) r;Je J 
:?a . 110:4 ·"i''::l3 _ . ..:J~'JJ-,;:J• /; 

R. Jotih® fie.id ; 0 on ~ro oooosione !!oson oon~od h1Ll• 

oelt to A~, and God ano~mred h1o, •Glorify not thy'aelf 

in the pt-osenee oi tho Itin_c, and oton<l not 1n the place of 

Gt'OO-t men' (JJ:eov. 25:6) ~ 'tJhe~ t:.~i oo1d, 'Hero I amt 

~ndy for priootllood ~nd kin~shlp,' he t\t'tll1no<l thel1,. As it 

io onid, ' 1lho Lord hath mn:>rn nnd utll not repent. . ~bou ut 

o. p;r1ent torowX>,. e!tor ~e manne1" o f Iialch1tede4:' (Ps • . ttQ:4); 

and It1113oll1p "'fillou eirt ~ miahty pr!nco em.one ~e:r (Gen. 2~i5), 

Moooo os1<1• nnor{) I nn" (3J»d. 3:4) . "Ready ·tor prtestbo~d 

and ldngsb1p .. " lru.t GOd answered, 0 Drau .uot n!c;ht h1thor. 

Drawing ui~ fr, 'i'I refe:ro to prl.oathood, as 1n. tho wrao n.An4 

the oomon tJC.n tbnt dmwoth n1c,h olw.11 be put to <loath~ (Blll!l. 

1:51), \4dlG ff,'~ comotea kinSQhlp, as 1n the wroe• "~ 
llaet bl'oqht mo thwJ fa:t' I' r, 'O " (II Sen. 7a10) • 

v 
Jesus. 11ke Moses, glorifies h!uelt bT oomx>a;E'lng him

~ 

· HU to Abra.baa. U4 b1 se'1d.ns ldngsh1p U4 prlea1.boocl. IJ1 
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the epistle ~P the Hebrews we read, 11.And 1t 1s yet far .more 

evident for tba.t after the s1m111tude ot Ma.lohizedek ther~ 

ar1sath another .priest• who 1s made not after the lau of a. 
' . . . . . 

oarnal commandment, but after the power of a.n endless life, 

for he testifieth. ~hou art a priest forever after the order 

of Malch1sodeo. 11 (Hebr. 7: 15). 1 '6 

1!1. Qha;pter 56, Seot1 gn 2. , ~ J-' ,,,, / "' 
t.rt 4 ~ ,.., / ~ Y '~ J" vi/> I '/fl ..,/), ( J 

Pa. 1"t":1 ~ i):.JJ//c '..;> ~I /c ,, ..., .., "' 

When Abraham saw the mountain upon which he was to 

sacrifice Isaac, he said to ·h1s servants, "See ye what I see? 0 

"No, .. they replied. "Since you do not see it, then 'Abide 

ye here with the ass' (Gen. 22:5~, for y911 a.re like the ass. 

When~~ it foilows tha.t al.aves are like an ass. The verse 

spoken .at Revelation, "Six days shalt tilou labor, ••• nor thy 

cattle0 (hod. 20:10). 

R. Iaaao commented, "This place shall one day be 

alienated from its ovner. Forever? No. For 1t is stated: 

"~s 1s my resting place forever. Here will I dwell forever, 

for I have desired 1t" (Ps. 132: 14). When he comes of whom 

it 1s said, "Lowly and riding upon an asstt (Zech. 1 :9). · 

Two witnesses testify against Jesus. saying, "~e 

fellow said, I am able to destro1 the -Temple ot God, and to 

rebuild it 1n three days" {Matt. 26:61.). Ai'ter whioh 1t 1s 
• •f, I 

• I ,·, 

wtitten, "He:fea.tter re shall aee the ~n of man s1tt1JJ.g at the 

. ript hand ot power and coming 1D the clouds of heaven" (Matt. 

26:64). 



68 

In e.nother pl a.ce J oa.us conmie.ndo his two di oo1pleo to 

fi..'ld. a eer t e.tn e.aa and s. colt, and cu"~ then l oooe , end bz-mg 

them to him. "The Lo~ had ne.od of t hem" (Hatt. 21:3). 

A1l thia was done t hat i t m1Gt~t be i'Ulf 111ed , \·tb.1ch 

l·ll?-a · spol~en by the p1~ophet, "Behold tliy King cometh unto thee,. 

meek and ni tt!.nt.S u1X>n a.n ~sti , e.n<l. c. col t ~he foa1 0£ an a as" 

(I-l!.itt. 21·: 4···5). Ji.f t ei' 't1il1Ch Jeeur~ uent up to tho Tera:pl e ot 

Goel and .cas t out all that sold aml bou(;ht i n the Tettpl.a, c.nd 

over~cw thG tc.blo of t h.a tllOncy-ohe.n~-crs ••• otc. (Untt. 21: 12;) . 

Jes us spa~.1;:s of d<HJt1~oy1ne tbo Tomple e.nd r obu1lcl1ns 

! t e.f'ter tb+'9a g~ The proacl\Cr counters u1 th the psnlt:i 

ver se , i.:Th1s ' ·a my :renting :pla oe forever. Here uill I dwell 

:forever, for I l"..ave desired it. " (Ps. 132 :11~}. 

J<:mus oollll"...ands h is d1ae1!)1os to brinG Pu"'! e.ss a.nd a 

colt. Abraham t alls h1s t l10 oervants to r emain atat1oned 

'fd th the o.ss • end \·ra1 t f or him. to return. no ha.a no need of 

tb.om. 

AlGo, th.or~ i a a story 1n the Nau Tes tament of J eaus 

healing a t-romNi on t he So.bbath., Who had been ~om tor 18 

years. Tho "rulel:' of. tb.e B"Jll&SQGUG" reproved Jesus for heal• 

1n3 on tho Sabbath~ to mdch Jesus replies, "tbou hypocrite, 

doth not ea.Ch of you, on the Sabbath, loose h1G ox or his ass 

trom the otall and lead him alll\Y for the watering. And ought 

JJOt this '10l!IN1, be1ng a daughter of Abr8bam, 'Whom Satan hath 

bound to theae 18 1'81'81 be loosed from th1$ bond on the Sab

bath 4a7t" (Luke 13: 1·1-14). 



~ proa,ohor of tho homily oountom u1th: "Abide ye 

he~ utth tho a.so" (Gon .. 22! 5) ~ for yo °''"'° 1!.~to the. tlm1. 

~fi1en.ce 1t tollous that sla..veo al'O llli:o an o.as. i:mo wrso 

spoken o.'t tho revolnt1on io 0 31.."'t do.yo nl"...alt tl't..ou la.bo!:' •• 4!nor 

~ ~ttl.e11 (Dout. ~~ 10). ~oth 1n'bcr:?~t.~t,.ono cz:o !?l-Jt!r!'lY . 

pol.oclc. 17 

"And thO anscl of tho :tord cell.ad. to H1m from hoo.von, 

QUd ho ~~1d: 'Abrab.Om, A breh.-u1' 0 (son. 22: 11 ) • 

· Zhe nneal oolled to la.b~ twice, ill order to ~-kG 

cortntn he nou1d not cO.e.uchtor l:JtkPJ.c . ~10 f'.Pct t~me 1n or

aer thnt no oho\lld not cut. h1Jj \~1th n knife. and tho occ'O?ld 

time so that lW t:Jhould 1:i.ot st~0 hin. "Do nothi.ue to him" 

(oen •. 22: 11). Abl'flban a.eked r..odc :-t~lno it. not rcvsalod to. 10\\ 

lmtt.t tm.a in l~ hOart? ~iey d!.<l Y-cu a.alt me to cleue;htor h1I:l'2" 

God nnmrorod: n1t tttia re'1'ee1o4 to Mo. l kn~1 tbc.t 1'P1l vou.14 

not delay ooor1.f'1ctna 70~ ·:omy non 

bat l vanted to makG you lalolm 1n. the uorld. .~retoro I 

tested 70u, Not for DO'tblnt; have I oboa«m 70U. froa UtllOUB the 

nation•• tor "I lenow 'Ula" you tear \he Lor4" (Oen. 22; 12). 

Oo4 414 tt.ot 1fant IJIBao or Q7 ht>mn1i ~rlf1oe. ilbat 

. God ~ lmo-W ·4oet .. not bave w l>o Jn..,. to Rllll. Ab:rahem 
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J~~, .c.\.~...2Jl !'J.'?.td t<l Co<.\• 111 l(uou t!\.':':i you i ·:oul<1 ·1mol-r 

ili'Ul.t I l:toidc.t t\!.'l!).1roz- Y0tt 1..~ You told n.1 t-0 cnc:r1!'1co m1 ~on,. 

1~!'.ruel;y: 11 Fot.:· :ill l~ .. oo \'J'Ul tey noed bo QelloC .• " !!..T~ ~10 !Q10~ 

ms '::.llla:t I ooclo cy~l~ o.e .ono (\O(',f o.nd C1tlf:l1.i. 111 Q.rl e~ ~ 

t'on.f ?rttm,, I hoo.~~ no~ tbat npano-th not h.1.a v.outh11 (P.o. 38: 14). 

,,./'OJ /)~4'}' /eJ ,P/;C'J/ r..Ale/e /c/'87/).::J· ://c/ 
ithnn tba sons ot Iaaap -:)1111 1>0 3utlCot1 l>o:Zo:i~O Theo on. thio d~y • 

Md thoy h0."l10 DO r:.~ anc.l oo r'.cuy cr.?.toc»i .. 101:;t !t i:J ec 1i' thQy 

!lnd boOl.l !)!lent e~l did not t~wtorezo Yo~1. ~u~, Yott ulll do to 

t.b.On. (~o tho a~,.oti...'Ul.O) . t8· 
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no~ES ORA:rTER III 

1ps. 110 1a one of ·tM morit frequently quoted pselm 
verse a 1n the Neu ~estament. It appears 1n I-fatt. 22: 44, Marte 
12:36, Lu.1\:e 20='~• and Acta 2(34, Hebr. 1: 13, Rolll. 8:3l~, 
I Oor. 15:24, Eph. 1 :20. 'rhe verse frequently appears 1.ll. 
these books of the N. ~. more than onoe. There 1e suoh ; 
vast matar1,o.l in the lir1tings of the Church Fathers refer
ring to thia psalm, that ue oannot begin to discuss it in this 
]]apex-. ThO·ae wr1tings contain polemic roferonces. Kirpat
rick has tho fo11ol11ng to so.y concerning Ps. 110: 

I:tnny ·who 1n evory other case regnrd !-Ioss1an1c Psalms 
a.a havtilf a primary lliatorioo.l meaning, i'ee1 that bore 
our Lord s authority compels them to hold the.t this Psalm 
l'llls uri tten by David, and uaa addressed by him to the fu
ture 1-iessiah, 'tJho, he believe, \·rould spring from h1s fam• 
Uy. It 1s therefore necessary oo.ro.fully to exa.mine the 
proc1se nature of aur Lord' s refercnceo to the Fs:llm. 

?har1aaes, He.rodiana, saduoeaa, Scribes bad been 
qµast1on1ng Jeeuo, nth the object of onsna.r1ng him 1n 
H1a talk. When the7 had been silences bf the wisdora of 
liio ananers. so that 0 no man durst aok Him any questions • ., 
Ile procaQded to question Ria queat1onero. "How say tho 
aor1bes tbe.t the Ohrist is the con of David? De.v1d him .. 
gelf. aaid 1n the Holy Spirit, 

The Lord se.1d unto my Lord, 
Sit tll.ou on my right band, 
Till I mako thine enemies the footstool of 

thy reet. 

David himae1!, oalloth h1m Lord; and wh~noe 1s he h1e aon'l" 
(Z-inrlt XII 35 ff). st. Luke (XX 41 t) is substantially 
the samQ. st. lmttneu'e account (XXII, 41 f:t) differs. 
aometmat in detail, a1ld brings out more clear17 the Pb1nt, 
that the woi'd,s o.re rather a question and a challenge tba.n 
an asaert1on a.nd an a.~pent. 

Wh~e the ~sees we.re !IJ.thered together~ Jesus 
aslced them n quefJtion sa11nG1 ~·1hat th~nk ye of tho Obrist? 
Who~e son 1$ he? ~ay say unto him, fhe son of David. He 
ea1th wito them, Holt then doth.David tn the Spirit oe.11 
liim Lord, saf1ns 

~ Lord said unto ttrt Lord, 
S1 t tbou on my right barui • 
~1U I put thine enemies undemeath tlQ' feet. 
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If David then oalleth him Lord, how is he h1B son? . And 
no one -.re.a able to answer him a '\lrord, naither durst ant 
mail :from ~t day fo.rth BJ:lk him any more questions.,., 

Th@ OL\mb+'1d= ~1bJ,e tor acJiooJ.a and QgllfU:es, ~e !look of 
~salms, Books IV and V (Cembr1dge:Un1vere1ty Press, 1912, 
ed. by A. F. K1rpatr1ck), p. 661. . ' 

2a. JehUdah, the preo.char of this homily, 't0ms a Pa.1ea
t1nian A.morn (4th century). He 1·m.s tho son ot R. C't00nl1el the 
third, and lived 1n ~1ber1.U.S. ozn.x Yi!Qronl, Vol. 5 (ed. J. D. 
E1sen~te1n, New York~ J. D. Eisenstein, 1909), p. 225. 

'n. B'reohia ~ro.a a second (SOnerotdon Palestinian ..A..mors. 
(4th oantury). This homil1 1e found Bl.so 1n the ~.R. , ~ • . 
I.Jd4, Vol. 3, p.210• 

4Ps.,. 82 1$ l.'~<?i ted before tbe Gospsl at Eastertide 1n 
the ·l!Iesto.r1e.n Ohuroh, and 1n tho Synago@lO on Roah Hnabono. 
It 1s also recited 1n the Church on Autumn .Ember D~y. 
Werner, '3\1 sacred Jk1dao, p. 151. · 

r:: 
. :,)Oomi:>aro "I·f:1 hea~t exui ted 1n the r.10rd, My horn is Gx-

al. ted in the Lord11 (I Sam. 2: 1), and tho M&letiif1cat, 11!-ly soul 
magnifies the Lord" (Lulto 1 :46). In the Byzantine tradition 
this prayer 1B a song of angels performed by humans, an 12Q1-
te.t1on of angels tamwl. He.JJ,eJu'1A}l. 'l'he l~bbis also considered 
the HnllGl ae mms by a chorus of angels. Ps. 106:"8 is a 
doxology 1n the Ohu.Pch. 11Glory to the Father, and the Son, 
and the lloly Spirit nou and elmLys and forever." lll1sl. p. 169. 

Hol'r deeply the Hobroio roots reach in some ca.sea may 
be soon in the Irish Latin profaoe to the Glc:>ir'4 m Eioeima. ~he pertinent passase reads: nirhe n11gels sang the 
first verse of this hymn during tho night o~ the na.t1v1ty 
--they compo'1Jed it at the 'lolJer 0£ Ge.bder 1.e. a l!11le east 
of Jerusal.em , etc., "The tcrower of Gabdor' 1s actually 
the ~ower ot Eder, Gen. ;5:16 and Mic. 4:8. It is apparent
ly tbrouGh Jeitome th.at this plaoe wan 11nke.d with 1;he Glotia m EJ.ca1a2,s, since he referred to 1t first (lpitapbium 
Panlyt it>i•"· 108 and &J,at.QgMum). see also the Iriab 
Xatbor Uyngnamm 11. p. 135. fhe problem 1" extans1velr 
discussed from thQ Jewish angel in Micha.el. Saolts, Judtma 
im' §m'aob::nPO A1tar:tnmft~FQ17Dphnn1 (Berl.in 1852) · 1 , . p. 65: 
11, pp. 98 rt, llbere the .S.draablc sources a.re given; aleo 
it. 1. Oaetlo1 Sp1ep PasMDt (London 1952), p. 90. nio., 
p. 5721 n. 1t>. 

6A. oSm1Jar 1to17 1• told 1n the Apoorapba gospel 1n 
111b1oh Jesus comae before hie tea.oher and aba:rraaaes htm. 
~. his teaOher strikes him on the hea.4. J&aue looks 
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at him, and the teacher falls dead. Frederic Nor~te, ~ 
A;goetJPheJ G.o~pels (London: E. Harris Oomper, 1874), pp. 158-
160 ' ·· 1.65., 

· 7 In Mtdre.sb· ,l. B.. we are told the. t God is angry w1 th 
Jeptha for sacrificing his dau~ter. God ue.s angry, in the 
first place, because of Jeptba s vow. rJhat if a dog meet Me? 
Nov shall the vow of Jeptba be visited upon his first born. 
I deliver My people not for Jeptha 1 s sake, but for the prayers 
of My people. 

Sheila, went: UP to the mountain to lament her fate,_ but 
to no ava~l.: In vain· did she seek to yrove to Jeptha that 
the law speaks of anfm.al sacrifices, never hum.an sacrifices, 
His daughter visited various scholars who were to decide 
whethQr Jeptha. was bound by his vow. According to the Law, 
his vow was entirely invalid. He did not even have to pay 
hie daughterts value (to redeem her). But the scholars for
got this ha.le.cha, and they decided he~ must fulfill his vow. 
The forgetfuJ.ness of the scholars was caused by God for 
slaughtering 1,000 of the tribe of Ephraim. Y.. R., Vol. IV, 
p. 37 .4. 

The · entire Pa. is S'<1llg on the third nocturn of Christ-
mas. Werner, The Sacred Br1da~. p. 527. Ps. 89:15 is 
among the 12 psalm verses surrounding the lesson in ·the syna
gogue mentioned 1n So;tcim 1. Ps. 89: 16 1s chanted on llQ.ah 
HARhono (formerly), lanuary 1st cirolJli.Qision, and offertory 
of the 3rd Mass. .IlWi., p. 526. . . 

8~e .homily is attributed to R. Hilkia, a Palestinian 
Amora, by R. Av1n, a Babylonia. Amore.. Eisenstein, 0J2.c1t., 
Vol. IV, p. 271. 

9Ps. 119 is recited in the Church on Friday of Advent, 
Ember Day, Friday after Ash Wednesday, every Sunday at Prime, 
Terce Sert and None (parts), funerals for children, the first 
day of Penitence, and at funerals 1n Church and Synagogue. 
Werner, o».ait., pp. 158-9. 

The same psalm is an alpbabetioal acrostic, e1gb.t 
verses for every letter. "In Ps. 29, the text contains the 
voice of God . seven tilnes, and was ~ allusion to the harmony 
of the spheres. This kind of ~stioal, m.usical emphasis upon 
number eight reached its peak in the first two centuries of 
the Ohr1st1an era under the aegis of a powerfUl gnostic move
ment, one of the 1ll&llY' relevant passages from the apocryphal 
acts of st. John. Ohrist•s h1Jon to his disciples. 'The num
ber eight (Ogdoas) singeth praise With us. Amen.' ll214,., 
p. 380. 
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10R. Levi ·was a Paloat1n1an Amora. Eisenstein, Oll·01:t., 

Vol. I; p. 90. 
11R. Isaac tras a Palestinian Amore., 4th Centtny • DU .• ' 

Vol. V., p. 183. 

12pa. 22:29 is sung on Sabbath morning, and on B.wU1 
JIAehQno. It 1a also recited 1n the Nestor1a.n Church for 
Sunday Offices; 1n the Dyzantine Church on the same occasion. 
Pe. 81 1e sung at the Haas 1n the Nestor1an Church. ~lerner, 
op.cit,, p. 150. 

13 There 1s a washing of the feet 1n the Ch~oh on 
Ma.nndy and Thursday of Holy Weelt. I am indebted to Dr. 'Tarner 
for this information. 

1 4~e m1'1mPll continues \·71 th the same parable c1 ted 1n 
A.;Jl. about a. king who e;1ves h1s beloved a present. :·1e bavo 
already noted the apologetic character of the parabla. or. 
Oh. III, p. 47. 

15 
~. Acba 1a a 3rd generation Amora.. E1senste1n, @• 

~., Vol. I, p. 231. 
16In Num. Behba 4 {1410), we read: ?·lalch1zedek lras God's 

highest pr1~et. Yes, l>ut ims pr1eotbood granted to him? Was 
not Aaron the first to uhom priesthood was granted? 0 Re 'ra.e 
a priest" means that he sacrificed to God juot e.s pr1ests do 
(JlAb. Ned. 326, Gen. R., Teh'J11m a. to Ps. 36:43). 

It 1s noteworthy to obaervo that in the ie.rillm ~ . 
(Gen. 14:18), Shem, the son of Noah, 1s equated llith Malohize
dek, being a king of Jerusalem. Up to the time of .A.bra.ham, 
there was no aging or sen111ty. On17 With Abraham (Gen. 13:12) 
does aging bec1n. B1 uaa of a a,ezemb Sha.m 
(Ps. 110:4) the mJ.dm@ arrived at the image and prototype of 
Ma1oh1zedek, who neve:P ~ew old. Ne1ther 1m.s he born, nor did 
he 41e (ll.H.. 87 a.). Herman L. Strack, Paul Billerbeck, 
KPmmont.a;r zym liauen TfJet1mept (Munich: O.H. Becksohe Verlags
b\lohbandlung Oskar Beck, 1926), p. 694. 

17Ps. 32: 9•11 is mentioned 1n ~gtJ:Sm XIV as the psalm 
verse surrounding the scriptural lesson. Ps. 3219-11 is re• 
o1~d 1n the Introit and Gradual of th~ Mass on Pope and Oon
feesor, and also occurs 1n Vespers of that feast. {Werner, 
ap.pJt., p. 526-7.) 

1 8P~. a2i29 1e recited at the sunda7 Oftioes of the BJ
zantlne Ohureh, Sabbath morning, weekday morning, Hngat ot New 
Years in the SJD&go gu•. lla14.. , p. 150 • 51.\. 
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~o co1nc1denoo af parollol llC~ vornoo oocurr1na 1n 

thG aamo Y'!td?ll@ 1n the ~oe lllidmali~ e&~lyzed in tl1£) pro• 

coding Oht.>.ptore lroul<l a.com to ouriyort M9.nn' ~ t.bG()l·~t or o oon

t1nuous p~ lcrnaon on.oo ~:."Cc1 tod 1.n th/.? 3y:ici;o [.;'UO. 

A~Dondod to th1a paper 1a ~ tabul~~1on of theoo psnlcl~ 

C!':.lOted i n the tbz-ae miM.JU'dm. for tho ~ Jl!i~, l:h1eh 

kld1ootao tha ·OV.Orl.fh.elm3.ng "rop~rtion of P80st\&Os }_)...'!\:mllOled 

in thot~se~ 

~tore '·o, hO\'fOVO:t, no cog<rilt evidouco support1nr:.; Vono• 

t1:mer ' s h;ypothoaiu of apolo~t1o p(Jt'.l m ver~es '·n the :P... 1\. 

It ha.z baen pointod out 1n thia st udy tllat Ollly ·tbl-Qo ohort 

ooot1onu t\ppeer 1n tho :.e.. a. f "Thicb ooinoido ~11th tuo &. n.' 
n.t'.IilOly, BnghgO,Qtm Sia-.all,t NJJ,., Aslent\1 ;eaJtQ.<l Et ~.ml\1 ant\ MQM1 

Pa.lmO l#i; Q~. '.tha~o ia a. total of 01111 17 I>OOlc quo-wtt.ona 

Contained in thO-BO aect1ona, es CO?!lpercd to a totl::Ll of 51 1n 

tho /Jr., I\ .• 1 a.tld 5$ 1n tho Jl. !i, Onl.t t\TO of thoae fO'Und 1n 

tho L ·.a. aro ti.pologet1c.. 'HMlo 17 po.ro.Ual psalm pa.oanGGs 

1n tho .a. n.' and 10 1n Jl, n.. ore apo1o~tlc. 

A furt?ltlr atudy should bo ma4e of thoso seot1on.G of 
' 

"1\8 L a. 'tddoh 4o not aolnoide w1 th the A.. ll. before a sound 

· oonoiuatoJl 1n ~e •tter oan be reaohe4. . 

~"• we wo\Jl.4 lave ta •nabll•h 1'h• 1eng\h 8Ad 

aten4' of the Paala OJO).e, 1thathU 1t •• of a mon'Ul'I or 
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· ob: r.aonth'A or e yeer•a (\~~tlon. and oou mony ponJ.J~e o~ por

tiorui' 'thoroof "tte~a ~eotted on.ch Babb~:th. 

It 11 .. '0tlld M t11!t1oult to <toduoe sub~~..nt1~ 1.nforao.tion 

conoemill{'S tho lGllgt\1 o:'ld exton~ o:C ~e proln lesson mm tho 

~ n.. • a1no_c tllO· m.&r.. 1s be.sad on the oyolo ot U~lyooys, 

· l~otiiml~, . a.t1.d tho 5poo1:al Bab'OO.thG ~ ruid not on f.Uo re·euie1• 

' Sabbnt1o~l cyole, 
I 

l"Urtl\~%'tllllZ'Ot the l!. l\, iG rolat1V\lly lo.ta ,, Wa ha.VO 

sbol~ tb.Q·G 1'111110 la.rec soo·&1ona o:.t 1t cro t:.11~~n ~m ~a I.gJ.. 

1n suooood1nz generatioM, ovn:i those s.ectiono uol'u ofton 

ravaged by dolot1ons and add1t1ono, mld ovarlo.1d u1th J.ater 

i:mte.:ttlal • . : l:J.cmy 0.act1ons liaro oh1.fta<l cm.d l~or~;p.n1zod. ·. 

~ho t:mo1o question inoo<.rar nr: t he ~. g. :to concm:nod 

l!l\Wt bo llold 1.."l abOyanoe unt11 n t!Orc oon!'loto ~tudy nnd 

anal.7a1e 1o ·conducted. 

.. . x. · ~1E FU'i:mTIO?i oF amn :?SAUt L!~ssm1 

~ho Poalm Lo-soon ov1dent1y had Md o. 'tt~fold f\mot!.o1u 

liturgicnl and bomi!.Ot1c~p9loeot10. 

'"' 

It Wo\lld aeau CJ.'ll1te cona1atent with the tr1p0.rt a.r

raugeaent of Sur1»tuna lnto i.. n. I a.n4 L. t1m t a Pll'&U•l 

threefold <11 v1s1on should al.!Jo Mw 'been o.ppl!:ed to th~ regu-. . 

1uo uotlptural roacl1nf.h We hn ve .ah~ refer.rod to the lle• 

hUdea.n trad1t1on o! reading L 1n the SJDAaosu• a-t the time 

ot lftntbl lfDrebJ,p aernoe, an4 thO ques\lon ot· 1"8 prohlb1• 

Ucm in other areae. Yet, we do not laloY preou•lt ~ lltur-
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1.li_\l oocol'ld ~otio:i, w_. , -~0 e!)olo{;'.Jt 1o fu'.a.o-tion of 
I 

· illo !>S~:u~ lesoon i10t'1t'\ l~ri\ro baen direo·to<1 3!1-&.i:aot tho ~&.'-t'lY 

mu.•istic.no ·~1!~~- gp:JtJ tho 1'~.lnci · o~intolor$1oa.1 1nt-:i1-,,rato.tio:."l~ 

1~c ~w ah,aat1.y. t!l<mtionod nonG oi' tllO :m.\!:lerouo ro:£'or0~efH., of . 
t...ltc . O:."'.rlf Oht.CC'Ch· ic.\·~ora to tl\O met that the Gl~-0.ual ~·mo tl. 

. t~iraote<1 ~.rJ:'.inEr"~ th!> Jut1,..'}.l.) ' .. Ch~.·1~·J·fa~ .. :lr:, nnil 'i~.s ·~L:on o\··:lr by 
.i ".) 

~.J.l of 0".u:r:?.stGJlt1ou. L.. 

:~1~» f9:ea.ter l)o::-."'tion 0£ !}caloo th~t c.!•o p~.lle:!. 1n the 

~. lL e,11~ l}.. E.. e.r~ . f:".polo&Tt:lc ill clv.::u.--cct,o:i:·. O:.C 25 t1U~ll parol• 

lol peO.lti?. lf\'!l'S~t) 1 1'( Ot ·~oe .f.O'Ulltl ~1 t:J.., P:,_. Il .. C'..rQ epalo• 

· eotic , . oo nz.'o 10 1.'~illl vor~G 1n ·tne ii. Jl. 
I • 

!I. 

1.'ho h1~1. pro bnbUi ty of 1!o.rol' o thcocy of a ves,Jn. leo

~on z-oc1tq.d in tho n~o.i20@ie t Jmt !lt\t\ ~n a.11oloeot10 t'Jnction . 

atJ 1u(1'.C:'l 'tucl 1l'1 t ho A-. .a. I th.e n. ll,. • o.ntl -:4lul . - IQJ. . 1c tuiply 

oupp0rtod ~ our n.'tJO.l1!l1s of the psalm apo1ocetico, and by "1lo 

evorwholrJ1nG oo1nc!tlonca o! ~llel p0$J.m ~soe.sae ~the 

tN:-eo m1d;r»ah1.n amJ.yzod. we no. VG nli-eacly rilado r of o:t'OncQ in 

Obap~r l to the 011Jterl ct vullAl tel:J ilCi used b1 lwm to link . . ' . 

the t r!»ari1 t o scriptural rMclin&S, nil4 b1' llhloh he tuT1 ~ 

at '.the bo?7 that the paalm paseage had an e.poloeei~o f\mo• 



ti<>n. ~Q e~le ue oited f'Rom the a1Am Vo.xYDm 1n<l1oa~oo 

~t Pu. · 110 'U0\\10. haw been the · JD.1,amor fo1 .. that Se.bl.le th~ 

III. ~ !'h\lt!13m?. OP RmIDSRinG ~rm 
l>M~·l I1f::3C01~ 

1n llhlOh tlto panlno !.~..l--O qi1nto~ . 

iZ~m' n a:mly~i::i uoald no or\ to idd1 ~'l. ·~o t!~ t o;lly ono 

~Q:r, ncooly: tim·t- {!.l'oups t:>& vro1~10, 04' po:-·~ioll!.l ~!loroo~ ~ 

\TOro ooluc-t11rl f or a~cll !"~bua~- ~~1d 'tivl'O a~:o.?1~e ·ll;op:lc::\111;5 

~-md , i'ur.'thor.aoro , tl\ic co1oot1an 11110 S:tu"luGncod by u.nt:t-o!.c;·1~-· 

tibn ~pol.ogGt1o~. 

lclod in tho '6. ;a •• Jl. n .• ond Il.. a. for D. top1oal e.n!\lysit:i. 

AO t.\ :raat.Jltt tll.e ll.'.l!COObOO ~!il t!lOOO p~~ \100.'Q #()u.pQd under 

tht:eo l?t\3o~ t11coG. ~e i"ll-c.rt n:roup illol.udoo :??sallnn 110114•5: 

45:2, 1C; 48t11; 60:7, 9; 80:10. ~sa psalac ~ei"or to God'tJ 

annointo<l ono lt!lo sits flt "~' e riejlt hand •. " In most<»£ tlle 

m\tlmtm•m 2'Ul!tQundtn3 tho so pool.so, Abtaho.l~ is a~n1~tt'1 ea 

3o41 n fr!.ond, t1!Jo s.1ts at n1s 11.e,bt band.. ~e bave t\bt84y 

m4e atntlon of thO faot tbat numerous reterenoos are made bi 

tho Bev teoteaen.~ to "Qo4' a rt.6ht hand," 4en1pttns J•na a.a 

he wtao oooupS.•• ~a ·~ po•ltt.on~ this, ot 0otU-1e, 
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hv1tes a Jen1sh polemic • 

The oeoond group includes Psalms 80:9-16; 105:6, 9-11; 

42; 128:3-4. In ~11 three of thcoc psalms roferenoes ere 

made.to Abraham's seed, or to tho Covenant that is ostab-

11shed ~11th him. The "fruitful vine" that 1o mentioned 1r.. 
' . 

Psalms 60 ai1d 128 1s al.luded to in the cir;lraflh1m referring to 

Sarah 1n connoction with the birth of Ise.ac. 

It is lrell kno·wn tbat the Ohm-ch !athero attempt to 

ob.ow '..that th.a Oh.riet1ans ore the spi.r1 tual doscen<lants of " . . 

Abra.ht\~. 4 This would be the basis f or e. Jotnsh polemic ne-

ti~t1nG this Christian concept. 

The third grouping consists of Psc.l ms 60: :;-7, 11-14; 

·0-:3-8, 15-20. Thase psalma are a pat1t1on for fore;iveness 

and rostornt1on . ~a paa.lm.1Et imr>lores God to deliver rarael 

from her enemies, and to resto:?:"e her a.ocor<lint: to His prom1se. 

!llle very early Chr1st1e.ns pointed to the Jevs with dis

dain 1n light 0£ Obrist' s prophecy that the ~emple ·would be 

destroyed O·Iatt. 23:38, 2b.-:1-2; 26; I~rk 13:1-2). ~hese 

early Jttdao•Chr1st1ans left Jerusalem for Pella in the yenr 

66 A. n. 1n e.nt1c1pat1on of its fall. The Jewish oommun1tJ

never forge.VG them for this apostatio aot.5 

·~hese psalms of restoration quoted 1n the m&msll'm 

uere a plea to God to restore Israel, and to deatro1 1'.ha 

talse pl'Ophets. 

IV. A D.lfll WH.IB fBB PSALM LBSSOB WAS REOIRl) 
m· tilB ABO Ij3lff S?UAGOOU.8 



• i . 

80 

ue cannot aoourate-ly est1nta.te o;r even approximate a 

·date for the introduction of the psalm lesson into the old 

Synagogue from any referenoo in early sources. Dr. Werner 

bas pointed out, 1n hia book, Tho S&grea »r1dse, the faot 

that there are no references 1n oarly Talmud1o sources to a 

practise 1n the Synagogue tha.t paralleled the Church custom 

of a rolttl].ar reo1t4t1on of a oont1nu1ng psalmody accompanying 

the sQriptural lesson. Only 1I\ the treatise Sotrim (7th and 

8th centuries) is psalmody, during and after tho lesson, men-
6 tioned. Thie referenoo 1n Sotr1m does not make mention of 

a changing psa.J.m accompanying the lesson, but refers only to 

pse.lma that constitute a regular, but stationery, part of the 

li~urgy. None of the poet-biblical sources contains any defi

nite information abOut a regular lesson in the templ.e, except 

-for special occas1ons.7 

A referenoe found 1n 5oirtm does 1nd1oate that at the 

time of 1te oomp11at1on there 'W$s no psalm lea~Qn recited 1n 

the Synagogue. 

Bo reason 1e advanced for this prosorlption. 

Under such e1roUD>.stances, the dates estab11ehed for the 

compilation of the m14roehtm utilized ae a basis for our re• 

search should have important bear1ng on the atter. 

!he Ji. a. ls the most ano1ent .of the three m1dmghim 

so:rut1n1zed. Much ot 'the material is verr old, an4 da'\es 

baok to the earl1 .A.morale period. fhe date of 1ta rtclaot1on 
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commonly agreed upon 1s around the 6th century. 

According to Zunz, the A.. ll. , 1n all likelihood, was 

a sixth or seventh century work. The G1'eek words found 1n 

this H1sl:c.., which are analyzed and appended to this paper, 

are not later than the Justinian or Byzantine Empire. 

The ~. R. is a late compilation of the latter part of 
. . 

the 9th century, yet the bulk of the material was taken from 

the earlier ~.-I.el.. 

We may, therefore, oonolude .from the above evidence 

that the psalm lesson "Was read 1n the Synagogue before the 

7th oent~y, and ·was possibly an integral part of the Syna

gogue service between the 3rd and 5th centuries. 

V. .REASONS FOR ~E DISOONTINUANOE 
OF THE PSALM LESSON 

The reasons 'Hh3' the psalm lesson fell into obliv1on 

cannot be entered into 1n this study. Suff1oe 1t to say that 

while we have quoted a number of references proscribing the 

psalm lesson, we have only the vaguest references to the rea

sons for its proh1b1tion.8 The question must therefore remain 

1n abeyance, awaiting a thorough investigation into the matter. 

It is not impossible that Gaon1o sources hitherto un

'tapped, or disregarded w1th resp~ct to our problem, m1gllt give 

us some 1.nkling of the thoughts and philosophies that let the 

practise of the regularly changing ps&lm lessons !all into ob-

11 vion. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER IV 

1 ,, ;) f 1~1c. l''r''i.\h °ld() 1111f ''P'~s 1e :i;afJ ;)reN 
J 1J" .,,, ,,. ,, r f'. oPJ, ", , f' i:i • on 1, , ·"' ')'J ,. .::> f, ~ .,. ;a r;l 

Jtl?'JI~ l'')'"J( 1''~";) r>1t ld1p6 ~Rt1f.P.:JJj:;,1"¥'J/ltc' iR ,<bJc 'J:Jd 
(Tamid 33a) ,cgt p:~ Q}~ ,">dJc:>t-' a f-1'-0'J,/~',lf.J ~1;JJl<''N.dlCJf!/' 

(f <.. : ~ (J - -;; I JI .A l 
At the time that ten righteous ones wished to reo1te 

the book of ~']lillim., the Kadosh :Baruch Hu said to them: All 
of you are gopd and righteous, and praisei'lorthy to recite 
them before Me. But David, will say them for all of you. 
\·lhy? Because his voice is sweet , as 1 t is said: "The songo 
of Israel a.re pleasant . Who mali:es their sonss pleasant? :oa.vid 
Ben Y1sha1." 

2The tripartite Division of the o. T., and their con
stant cyclical use, i·ra.s familiar. not only to the Rabbis , ~ut 
also to the Hellenistic Synae;oe;ue, whe:re the te:rm for Ketybim 
j.s {P:AD®ion (Clement o:f Rome) 1, p. 92 , note to v. 3, London, 
1890. 

3It ~s not 11Jce1.y that the psalm lessons were di v1ded 
into groups of psalms of numerical sequence . · Tlle parallel 
psalm vorses have bean careftU.ly a11alyzed . The num.erioal 
range is fe.r ·too wide JGo consider this possib111 ty. Tha paral
lel psalms range i'rom Ps. 38 to Ps. 128. . . 

~h1s uhole matter would require an extensive study. 
Suffice 1t to say that the Ohurch Fathers dealt extensively 
wtth the matter of the Christian's spiritual ancestry from 
Abraham. (I am indebted to Dr. Verner for these facts, obtained 
1n a conversation with him.l 

5ll21d. 

6werner, The SacJti..d ~r1~~. p . 131. 
7 lb14.. • p. 132. 
8 . Of. Obapter I, p. 1; also, ebapter IV, n. 1. I 
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In considering entire psalms, which recur 1n the three 
>~ ~r 

mid;izaahim, ue ask the queat1o~: i.f_ three 'b-1.mes · 150 psalms . 
~·,\.~ 

were at the disposition orthe-vauthors, 001d of....i-these 156,t, __ . -r-. ~w , ~~ ~~(' V\ 

how great 1s the pr9bab11,ity tpa~ aj; leu,s:t 70 will have th~ 

same number? This can be easily answered: the probability is 
cJ-,r\ 

70:450, equal~ sixth. The more involved question is: 

how great is the probability that of three sets of poa,lm 

yerees (ca. 150 • 35 = 5250, or approximately 5000), distri

buted at random_ and unequally in three urns.,. and numbered 
_r;wf~ ~ { o.- 1 1 ~,..!.._e- , .t;;.- '''o .:>:-1 t6CG 81 r6t6 <1 

from 1 to sQbb-;-<"di'a{.Tiiigs from eaoh urn ld l l resUlt 1ri ll 

leu,st 12 identical verses? !J!he formula requires: 

(k = number of ums = ~umber of midra.ehim = 3i 
(n = the highest number of the verses, 1n other words, the 
sum of verses; nnd m = 12, the actual number of identical 
psalm verses) · 

or, 1n numbers: 

P _ mk - Cm 
- nk 

123 .. 113 
50003 

])k 

= 397 
125.000 000 000 

a probability so small that 1t practically amounts to zero. 

~1s means, in other words: the co1no1denoe of equal and iden

tical psalms and psalm-verses in the three m1dp.Bh1m o~ot 

be ao~1dental; the extremelr small probability shows that it 

is almost with perfect certainty a planned and intentional. 

noi a. oo1nc1dcmtal, event. It we add to this mathematical 
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ev14tnee the histortco.l and 1nt&rna1 evidence, we att1ve at 

1;he oonolusion that Prof. Mann's eypothesiq baa been proved 

be1qnd peradventure of doubt. 

1 Pormuiated by Dr... Eric vfemer. 


