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their opinion came nearer to God. In these
prayers and sermons they predicate of God
qualificative attributions that, if predi-
cated of a human ind%gidual, would designate
a defieciency in him.”

Poets and preachers both fall victim to this sharp condemna-
tion.

As Maimonides' picpure of an abstract God affects his
judgment of the content of prayer, so, too, do the command-
ments of such a God have bearing on prayer. This unique
and indescribable Creator God bestowed the Torah and its
commandments upon Israel, the purpose of such laws being

"the ordering of society and the proclamation of religious

21
truth,” While the purpose of some of these Mitzwoth is

obvious, the purpose of the rest remains obscure. Maimonides
does not claim that these laws represent the best conceivable
laws:

Not all of them are the best possible

commandments in an absolute sense; some

are the best that is possible in a parti-

cular historical situation; for the

necessary break with the past would have

been impracticable 1if, within limits, some

form of continuity had not been preserved,ZZ
Recognizing the human need for continuity, God imposed laws
which were appropriate for the given situation, although not
necessarily ideal for all time. Mosaic legislation con-
cerning the sacrificial cult illustrates this pragmatism.
God did not issue these laws in a vacuum but rather with

regard to the situation of humankind at the time of the

revelation:
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For a sudden transition from one opposite to
another is impossible. And therefore man,
according to his nature, is not capable of
abandoning suddenly all to which he was
Master to make out of us a _kingdom of priests
and a holy nation - through the knowledge of
Him, may He be exalted...so that we should
devote ourselves to His worship...and as at
that time the way of life generally accepted
and customary in the whole world and the
universal sérvice upon which we were brought
up consisted in offering various species of
1iving beings in the temples in which images
were set up, in worshipping the latter, and
in burning incense before them...His wisdom,
may be exalted, and His gracious ruse which
is manifest in regard to all His creatures,
did not require that He give us a Law pre-
scribing the rejection, abandonment, and
abolition of all these kinds of worship...
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God's regulations prescribing the institution of sacrifice
thus constituted in part a confession to human nature.

Yet God did not merely ' permit the sacrifical cult to
continue operating in its customary way, instead, He redefined
the focus of the cult, ultimately leading to the disappearance

of the sacrifical cult as a form of worship:

...Therefore He, may He be exalted, suffered
the above-mentioned kinds of worship to
remain, but transferred them~from created

or imaginary and unreal things to His own
name, may He be exalted, ordering us to
practice them with regard to Him, may He

be exalted. Thus He commanded us to builld

a temple for Him...to bow down in worship
before Him; and to burn incense before Him.
And He forbade the performance of any of 24
these actions with a view to someone else, ..

God restricted the cult so that, in contrast to other forms

of worship, these sacrifices could not simply be offered in

any place by anyone at any time.
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