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Writing on & subject which would be decply meaningful.to.
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fold Dr, Chyst Lthat Iahy! 3{::‘:3;*?:1.:1 ad ‘geresd to ‘turn laver ,-
A to @e for as long 25 I requliicd his enormous files on the
periode !!re;-?would\;;-.mi'.: me to -make coples of thallpapers » 5
I needed for reference in Cincimmatl, - Furthermore, Rubbi
Bf..-:n;rt‘.cm had suggeeted that, whan in Reohester, I should
ao;;tudt him for tape-rscorded interviews on problems :
arising in my invesbigations, These assurasces gettlad
the matter. "
: v
1 Duking the summer of 1964 I began my resesrch 4in .
; RQ&M‘JZ‘. Aahbl ranetelin and I had many long conferences / -r
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) m;mu, Herbert Flerst, I.L. Kenen and Dr. Joseph
Sehwartz, €31 of Waom have firothand koowledge of the
period and 4ts problems. In Augnst, 4964, I went both to
Washington and New .York to gonfer with these ;.~oop1; and
found tneir c/:&:unta\:.-.;:fl oplnicns extremely valuables
They helped me o pubt in proper focus the many intricate
;;rolale-*uﬂ,.,_!.ﬁVr..l.‘Jud in the carc of thg Jewish displaced
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persons and the rslations between the 'Jewleh, »elisl Lo
agencies and the Army, th: State Depurtment, the War
Department, apd finally, the Jewlch Adviser himsgelf. . J '
In.B!iﬂitLun to parascnal interviews, I velisd, to a | A
can_ekvix&le dogree, on the papers suppllied by Babbi
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with-i;portant parsonsges guch as Trumen, Bﬁfimhwpﬁﬂ

Pope Plue XTI, I received vivid impressions of the people
with wiom he had dealt. Abreohen Hymant's help to me should ‘J
not be forgotten in thls regard. After our intexrview he .
_Ppresentged ms ffth a %:T“; assortment of documente'which

"

supplemented the material Bernstein had glven me in no

small mesEure. o
Coples of all thls material -- Both the taped Interviewn
and the papers frém Rabb! Zernstein's and Abrehsm Aymen's
files -=- have beén turned over by me to the American
Jewish Archives, where they arc available for inspection
and fu;\har research. A4
My thesls does not rely heavily upon secondsry aouroqp; h: n{f
I found more than enough materizl for the writing of this -," ¥L
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ersecutlon
again?
whnom
ed for =zober judgment
1sltivity. 12 governments which undertake to solve
problems need o 11 upon all the human and financial
resources at thelr dlsposal 1T the solutions they undertake
are to be effectively resolved,
Shortly after the conclusion of World War IT it
became apparent that not all the Jews of Burope had been
destroyed by the Nazis. With the passing of each menth
during the late fall and winter of 1945=1946 an increasing

number of European Jews ‘came out of hiding, out of the

concentr&tloﬁ camps, and out of Russia -- where they had
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fled to safety'before the advancing German armies. By 55
May of 1946 "there were approximately one hundred thousand
Jewish displaced persons in all zones of Germany and
Austria.'l Many more were expected to follow. These

Jews reaquired immediate attention. They had to be
provided fcr, housed and fed, clothed and medieally
attended, schooled and rehabilitated. Eventually they

had to be transferred to some other location, to some
other country, where they could attempt to renew their
shattered lives and fortunes,

The major resvonsibility for the care and treatment
of the Jewish displaced perscns during the years immediately
following the war fell upcn the United States government
and, more specifically, its military command in the
occupied zones of Europe, Faced with tremendous burdens
the State and War Departments realized they would require
511 the help they could get in administering their task.
Immedlately they called on the world's existing relief '
organizations to help thkem. Among the many groups which
answerecd their.clll, giving welghty and admirable assistance
to the United States at this erucial time, were the
Jewish relief agencles both in this country and abroad.
"These Jewlsh volunteer organizations contributed huge
sums of money to the relief and resettl‘lhnt of" the
Jewigh dieplacéd persons. They also sent thousands of
‘thelir people to Burope to render direct assistahce where




it was needed.

Besides working with the Jewish relief organizations-h-
for the care and sustenance of the Jewilsh dlsplaced persons,
the United States government, recognizing the urgency and
uniqueness of the Jewlsh problem, crcated the offlelal
office of Special Adviser on Jewish Affairs. The respon-
sibility for the creation of thls new, gquasi-military
office of the Jewish Adviser can be larzely attributed to
the insistence and foresi-ht of General Dwight D. Eisenhower,
who was the first in a series of suvpreme commanders of the
United States Army of Occupation in Europe.2

The establiskhment of the position of the Jewish
Adviser was significant in mnany respects, the most importunt
being that it gave the Jewlsh displaced persons a man to
répresent their interests 1in court. From bctober 20, 1945,
the day in which the first Jewish Adviser, Judge Simon
He Rifkind, United States District Judze of New York,
arrived in Germany to take up his responsibilities,
through the succession of the six men who followed. him
in that position eulminating with Ma jor Abraham S. Hyman,
the Jewish displaced persons as well as world Jewry were
in possession of a direct channel to the top-level ‘
echelons of the United States govermment.  In that the
Jewish Advisers were in a position to in‘onoc and
heélp formulate American policles and attitudes towards
the Jewish displaced persons, theilr office wag of '




-l
3

incalculable importance.

Rabbi Philip S. Bernsteln was the man who held the
position of Jewish Adviser for the longest period of
time. The purpose of thls thesls is ko describe and
examine his career and contribution toc Jewish 1ife and
survival. For fifteen months, from May, 1946, until
August 1947, Philip S. Bernstein, Babbl of Temple B'rith
Kodeéh, Rochester, New York, served ln Europe as the
second Jewlsh Adviser to the Anerlcan Military Commanders
of Occupled Germany and Austria, While ne held this
position Adviser Bernstein did much to improve and
facilitate the life, the status, and the dlznity of the
Jewlsh displaced persons. He was thelr friend, their
adviser, their "man in court," tnelr gpuardlan angel, 1In
éhe process of becoming thelr champlon, Rabbl Bernsteiln
came Into close, and in some cases even intinate contact,
with most of the important personallitlies of the time,

He met with the heads and representatives of the European
governments ineluding Britain's Foreign Secretary, Ernest
Bevin, and Pope Plus XII. Harry S. Truman, the American
President, sought his advice and counsel as did General
Eisenhower's successors, Generals Joseph T. McNarney,
Mark Clark and Lucius D. Clay. During this perlod
Adviser Bernstein also met with the 1eaﬁ_'a of world
Jewry. In many ways 1t was he who represented their

interests and hopes in regard to the future permanent
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resettlement of the Jewlsh displaced persons.

The focus of this thesls 1ls now clear. It intends
to dwell on the 1life of one man, Rabbl Phillp 8. Bernsteln,
in his performance of the job of Jewish AdvlseT. But
before this fascinating career can be examined more fully
1t would be well for us to consider the factor& which
led to the creation of the Jewish displaced persons. As
we are well aware, thelr painful and trying predlicament
in the immediate post-war €ra was caused by the most
catastrophic events ever to befall the Jewlsh people.

The German nation had deliberately set out to destroy

them from the face of the earth.

——————
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Chapter II
L
Hitler

The Jewlsh dlsplaced persons, & wretched and pitifully
smell group at the conclusion of World War II, were nearly
all that remained of a once proud and thriving continentsal
European Jewish community. On May 7, 1945, when the

B 1

German nation unconditlicnnlly surrendsr

(&N

to the Allled

Military Forces, European Jewish 1ife was seemingly dead.
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destroy the Jews. Less than a decade late

H

i his then fateful prediction had com

m

true,
Perhaps, "the most saddening aspect of this situutlon,"
seld Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, was thal the Nazi regime
"was not an abarration but the lo;lcwi culmination of the
whole hlstory of the Jews in Eur@pe.“' Hitler's fanatlcism
was not the cause of German and Eurcpesn antl-Semitlism,

but its product.

For two thousand years down to the present century,
Burcpe's Jews had managed to survive desplite repeated
pogroms and generally trying circumstances. The modern
age, however, provided obstacles and sltuations which
even two thousand years of Jewlsh survival experience
could not hope to overcome. The Eurcpe of the twentieth
century had new methods and equipment with which to handle
its Jewish problem, In Hitler's Germany these modern
techmiques were linked to the old anti-Semitic ideologies,

the residue of approximately fifteen centuries of Christian

S S
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indoctrination. .This tdeoloisical and technological unlion
spavmed a monster with an insatiable apoetite for destruction.
During the short twelve-year span of Nazi dominance 1in
Germany, "five milllon /[Buropean Jews _/ were killed as a

result of an organlzed unflertaking. .., .The operation was

over before anyone could grasp 1its enormity, let mlone its
6
implicetions for the future."®
Oon November 11, 1517, the carnaze of the First World

) 1 -~
War ended with the slgi of an armictice at Complegne.

™
i
o

Few people would tihen have exprcted Sermany to conduct
snother war of aggression in tielir life-time. World War I
had been the war fouqht to end 211 wars, and peace Wwas

now to reign for the millennium. Within six months, in
the late spring of 1919, the Allles dictated the terms

of the Versailles Treaty to the vangulshed German nation.
These conditions were to guarantee a lasting peace. The
disarmament provisions rendered Germany virtually powerless
to wage wars of aggression and destruction. Germaﬁ -
opportunities for hegemony in Europe were now removed.

On June 28, 1919, the treaty of peace was signed at

Versailles. The passing of two more months produced a

constitution for the newly created Weimar Republic. It

was reputed to be the most liberal demoo"tlc document of

%he oantury protebtlng the rights of eﬁ:fy citizen and
!. ' - ¥ . . i .

ETOupP,

Eoy ¢ Hei g 23

PUX] ¢ Relcguhenvel
Third Relch was born on January 30, 1933.
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Only thirteen yeays had elapsed since the Treaty of
Versailles, yet in that time, the triumphant hopes of & ==t
tired world for a millennium of vpeace underwent a fantastic
metamorphosis. The German nennle willingly exchanged
their freedom and independence for the "Thousand Year
Relch®™ of Adolf Hitler.

Hitler's "power grab® in Cermany was not a chance
occurrence. He was entrusted the chuncellcrshlé'by

President Hindenburgz as tie result of de ‘1iberate, calculated

conclusion of the First World War. I[ils speclific alms were
to crecte a mass peolitical mcvcmﬁnt, and to convince the
establlshed cliqueslnf military and industrial power that
by patronizing the Nazl party thelr own social and economic
p;sitions would be maintained. Yet no contemplated task

of Hitler's was of greater importance tnan recelving the
blessing of the aged Von Hindenburz. Though Von Hindenburg
was the President of the Republic, in reality he gymbolized
all of the forces of the Second Reich which Blamark ‘had
created. Only Von Hindenburg could link Hitler's Third
Raioﬁ to the old one, and Hitler knew it. Once this qoal

and the others were accoqpliahed the Lustrian oorporal

oould ruthlessly do as he pleased 1n Germany without

- ,....h-__.\.:,....l
aotlve o sition .
-"I- pgo : n 1) b A;- g ] I"b*
qnocesa or creating a tms.sa,l polltlcal. movement
t-'l 2 B 4 awer.

tor the purposes or obtaini the Bei Chnnnellorlhi
gitler ru‘* lz-sdg ' !15 % g

s dhre of
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was not casy for Adolf HitleT. still 1t took him only
about thirteen short years to obtaln hils end., This would
nave been an amazing attainment even ror o master organizer
and spellbinder 1ike Hitler, were s+ not for several
important eoneideratlons walch played into his handSe
First, the pld vowers wnlc had supported the
Jonenzollern Emplre never lent thelr suppert o loyelty

to elther the areabion of oF the g‘?“ﬂfﬂtt! n of the new

Weimar AemocracCye. This was ;rlnntguliy wecouse the
Republic tyreatened Lo qislodi e these STOUDS from thelT

privllt;ﬁd economic, poiiLLCuﬁ, and social positlions.
Conszquently the German civii service, tndustriallists,
Junker landlords, and, most significant of all, the
Gefman Army, refused to cooperate 1n any nhpreciable
measure to keep the Republic fron tottering into the
abyESSe

The Social Democratlic party, whieh held absolute
political power in November, 1918, could have suppressed
the traditional reposltorieé of German authority, bat
failed to do SOe ®Instead they began by abdicating thelr
authority to the force which nad always been dominant in
modern Germany, the Army." As & fesult, the German military
caste wag able to malntain an autonomous csition throughout
the short lifespan of the Welmar Répub%se. As a state
within a state 1t possessed vast 1nfluence and power.

Hitler realized that if he could hlnd*@he leaders of this
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faction to himself and the Natlional Soclalist cause, he
could controcl the most impertant single element in Germaﬁ;:
During the intrigue-filled days of 1932 and 1933 he ﬁas to
fulfill this ambltion.

Second, the magnates of Geraan industry and finance
sventually came to believec trat a national government
under the leadersalp of Adolf Hitler as Chancellor,
would best protect and udvence thelr int:r:::?‘iq private
enterprise, Thece men wers primarily concerned with
priming the German indusfrial machlne whose progress nad
seen abruptly halted by thz terms of the Versallles Treatys
The great depression of 1929 had also severely disrupted
the German economy, leavinz the country ln a desperate

erisis with millions of people unemployed. In 1930 the

Communists, the Soclalists, =znd the trade-unions were all

making serious bids for polltical power. The Communists

| had gone so far as to introduce a bill in the Relchstag
which threatened to impose severe rectrictions oh the
inrluentiél business and banking classes., Horrified and
despairing at thelr fate if the Communists were indeed
to achieve a political victory, these men turned to the

amoTe

&merglng Nazi Party and 1t3 leader, Adolf Hitler. Here

was a man uho could offer them hope. ‘They might not 1ike

o

the party s demagoguery and its vulgarf" but on tha
Jersan Yelyns o in ¢l pAPEY In
other hand it was arouslng the old fee ngs of

selirn Tor ch nd indugteia)
patriotism and nationalism whioh had b'.ou so muted during

mka-’l&o T';'v‘ ! il r }’:. that
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the first ten vears of the Republic."
Hitler was extremely eager to zecept the support of
the men who represented Germany':= moneyed interests. His

party's financial coffers were in a distressingly poor

(42}

tate due to the large sums of money required "teo finence

election eampaigns, pay the bill for its wildespread and
intensified propuganda, meet the peyrell of hundreds of
full-time officials and maintein the orivote armies of the

S.A, and the 38,.,8., which by the end of 19230 numbered more
than 100,000 men -= 2 larger force than the Relch:wehr.“q
Thercfore, without hegitance, the PFuehrer devoted himself
to cultivating the influential industrial tycoons. With
most of these men he encountersd more enthusiasm than
resistance, for they realized Hitler's ideacs, however
fanatical, would swell their shrunken purses, Privately
he met and won over Emil Kirdorf, a leading coal industry
figure; Pritz Thyssen, spokesman for the steel produsihg
interests; Georg von Schnitzler, a director of the
chemical cartel lnown as I.G. Farben, and many other
powerful 'representatives of the Cerman economy. Finally,
in 1933, Gustav Krupp, the munitions king, happily swore
his oath of fidelity to Hibtler. These businessmen were
promised that the Marxlsts would be eliminate.lnd the
Germén Wehrmacht would be restored by the Na#i pdrty in
return for their financial sponsorship and'tpéntttial
hﬁnking. Then the National Soclalists stated that
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when they came to‘powcr politiecal parties other then v
Hitler's wonld cemne to exist in Gormany for ten or
possibly even one hundred recrs; that democrstic elections
wonld no longer be held; thzt the desplsed dlsarmament
provisions of the Treaty of Versalilles would be abrogated,
and thereupon the industrialists «nd financlers enthusi-
agtically and joyfully =nad-re:d Lz party's polieies.
In the end "the politienl ineptitude® of these industriael
barons, like that of the renetrals of the German Army --
who thought they could c¢nnirol Adolf Hitler if he ever
eame to power -- was to orove the undcing of them and
10

their country.

Third, Hitler was able to capltallize on age-old
German authoritarian treditions, a mulis-nant European

anti-Semitlism and Aryan racis]l myths, 211 of which were

deeply inmbedded in the very fabric of the German people.
These powerful forces for evil were vigorously espoused
by the many discontented elements in German soeclety during

the stormy days of the Weimar Republic, Hitler and hls

Nazi party were to take full advantage of these odious

and repulsive hangovers of an earlier period to achieve .
political power in our time, .

From the Middle Ages until the midadjs of the ninetesnth
dentury the Cerman nation remained a -fr”mdntec!’, héberogeneocus
assenbly of peoples. National consciousness of amy sort

-_—
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was practically absent, 1In marked contrast to this vacuum

in German national develooment was the rapid rise to power
in Wastern Burone of hishly unified, homogeneous natlons
such as Helland and Spain., Germany's ilnability to develop
nationally along lines similar. to her Western neighbors

was to have a declded 2ffect unon her owm subsequent growth

and European history.

When the Thirty Yesr's War ended Germany wacs divided

into some 350 independent states. EBaeh of these princi-
aalities was governed by a German prince -- given absolute
autiority by the terms of the Peace of Westphallia in 1548,

Thizs mosaic-1like partidioning of Germany in the seventeenth
sentury was t- vrove disastrous to the nation 1in the
nineteenth and twentieth centurles. ®Acceptance of
autocracy, of blind obedlence to the petty tyrants who
ruled as princes, became ingralned in the German "nlnd."11
Unlike PFrance, England, and the United States, where the
ldea of Aemocracy blo med forth b wing benefits on
all thelr citizens, Germany remained politically backward.
With the “1se of Prussia as a major military power
in Europe during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
Germany's destiny continued to be shaped along autocratie
lines. In Prussla, the army, under the unquallfled contrcl
of the King, Gonstituted the very heartt the state.
Her pééple, and the Blavs who farméa thh'large Junker
estates ag landless serfe, were taught#!rou birth that
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they were only accountable, in 1ife to be dutiful and

obedient. In effect, the 8tate was the master and the =
people were cslaves. Slowly but inevitably tihls doctrine

vermeated the Germanic peonles. Finally between 1866 and

1871, Otto von Bismarck, the epitcmy of the successful

Prussian Junker, succeeded in replacing a divided Geruany

with a Prussianized Germany as the result of his -¥blood and

iron" nationalism.

Rismarck's unigue creatlon ls the Germany

we pave knovn in our 5ime, & problen child of
Europe and the world for rnecarly a century, &
satlion of ~ifted, vigorous pecple 1n whilen

first thic remarkable mon and then Kalser
Wilkelm II and finanlly iiitler, alded by a
military caste and by many a strange
intellectual, succeeded in inculcating-a

lust for power and dumination, @ passion for
unbridlied militnrism, 2 contempt for decaocracy
and individusl frecdon and a longlng for
avthority, for anthoritarianism.l2

According to the noted author of The Rise and Fall

of the Third Reich, William L. Shirer, "from 1871 to 1933

and indeed to FHitler's end in 1945, the ccurse of German
history as a consequence was to run, with the exception

of the interim of the wiimar Hepubllc, in a stralght line
and with utter 10510.'1J Both the German middle and working
classes exchanged whatever pclitical independence they

possessed for the translent hope of material success.

They accepted the Hohenzoller utocracye.
They gladly kmuckled under to the k@0 T
bureaucracy and they fervently embraced
« Pruesian militarism, Germany's star had risen '
and they -~ almost all of the people -- were
eager to do what their masters asked to keep
it high.14
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The psycnmluqlcnl gttitudes and conditioning of the
A

na jority of the German penole forced them to look upon

their defeat in tae First World War, and the Republlc

horn of its outcome, as AN aperration. Hitler, ehrewdly

realizing this innate Weainess i the German nablonal
character, used 1t to t: et politlecl advantaes.
Thundering forth at =VeIy apoertunity, ne uscd his
sratorical brilliance ¥ M SCrMar not only tnat
ne would restore © logt splendor of Blsmare 'z 3eccnd
Reichh but =1 vg \| Lom 1 8 ialism 7o'l #14in'n ke
mistzakes walch had 1 i to Germany's recent jovmfnll. In

Mein Kampf Hitler dizcoursed at great length on wnalt ne
belisved were tne roagons foIr Lhs second Relch's demlces

1ts tolerance of Jeus and Marxiz:ts, the
crass materialism and selfishness of the middle
class, and the naefarious influence of the 'ecringers
and lickspittles' around the Hohenzollern throne,
the 'ecatastrophlic German a1llance polley' which
linked Grrﬂanv to the degenerale %uyﬂaurg and the
untrustworthy Italians instead of with England,
and the lack of & fundamantal '“oclu1' and racial
policy.l5

Anti-Semitism was one of tne fanatlcal found@tlon-
stonecs of the entlre Nazi vprogram, T¢ 1t Eitler added
grotesque, bizarre raclal theories and nechieved what can
be considered all but instantaneous success among the
German pooplé. That Germany succumbed to nheée infernal,
chaotlc forces of destruction should oom'as no ;‘eal
aurpglse. Jew hatred and German raclaly superlority were

f—' i

not new doctrines 1n the twentieth century but almost as
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the societles in W \cn they liveds whned nese conditions

were good the Jew prosper d; when they Wwere bad he W&s
pede the target of viclous ant l=-Jewls! pr:paghnda. Rabbl
Pnilip S. Bernsteln C mnented on ULlS phenomenon qulte
succinctly when he sald,

It has been the crucial and traglc role
of my people to reflect the health of world
society. When the body pelitic was sick, the
Jews Were persecuted; when man lived 1in peace
and freedom, Jews shared in the common bleseings«16

The "health® of the "body politic® Bs it affected

the Jews of medleval Europe wWas intimately connected
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world hadrkéf known. -They soon cuntanipated medieval
Christian 1life SO that the noblility and common people
learned to become bitter enemies of TAE Jews. The
amazing thing to notice about these 1awWs is that very
few of them nad anything to do with theology. Most of
the canons Were gpecifically jeglgned te rapl;uish the
church's shrunken coffers wnich werc severely reduced &8
a regult of the declining feudalism of the period.

The legislation pasged by the Church at its Fourth
Lateran Council left a legacy of hatred and 111-will which
the intervening years between the thirteenth and twentieth
centuries never managed to ellninate cqmplstcly. The
extraordinary smount of bad sentiment which setb in during
the pontificate of Innocent the II1 was soon evidenced in
many placese 5

In. France, as the cost of living had enormously
spiraled, there was & growing need for money among the
nobility. By this time the barons and feudal lords were
jnextricably indebted to the Jewish financilerse The serfs,
who farmed the estetes of the privileged classes, could
no longer increase the land's yield of aarioultural gocds.
Consequently the feudal nobillity had 1little hope of
repaying the borrowed sums they owed the Jews. th@s
d41d not phase the debtors. They had on.’l.‘bo invoke some
&¢ ‘the destess laid down in 1214-1213 ak the Fourth Lateran
Couneil, or, in Papal Bulls 1ssued subgequent to that
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but to.divert the attentlon of bhg.;nultt_ﬁud.e from the g S |
‘Teal sourees of thelr collesctive destlitutlion and poverty --
the Church 1itself. ; ruch han -

hs theolog.y the anti=Jewish propaaanda uorhd Jews

 — |

were burnt, tortured and killed in the nam%jbf Christ while

those who ealled theamselves Christians looked happily on.
By the sixteenth century the Jews had been e::peilad - L
at one time or another -- from England, Spain, Italy,

portions of Germany, and, of course, France, Thelr

IR S—

cholce had been coaversion or expulsion. In every one

of these instances the Jews had initially served the

upper 'c'rigases o b prop, and later, wi wien -She aconomic’ .
and soctal conditions deterlorated, as a shilld. in§ ' 1
"zhetto Jew," as ung phrese is lnown today, was npt . [
orisimn,x a free prqduat of his environment. nmmw
heé was !’omd into existence ‘as the result of mnhm

decreu, M m by high end late uadiml: mw- 11

lﬂ.tnlntel,y the post-ecolesiastic Nazis m “ : |
tnry of f n '
utilize thc acomuhtad trsaaure of anti-.rewlla 5

recisl the o 4 asntisning
M laws m.atorioany rooted in feudalism a.nd tha -
Pl OF MErbin LAbi. This "loaysing TR «rrt;tg :
to mrdéo ‘and wentually to butcher the 8 o
m: My 'n-""_l'AF-'f 8 52 N o DI}M’ .

Europe 1930%s and 19“'3. The
T, 'n,u.ﬂ_ 10 c AITURET en oMUY 1 :
ts in applyin G‘nola
; t-ht german




organized, well-disciplined, effleient bureaucracy which

mathodlcalxy and dispassionately executed hie orders, .1
Iin his hi;hly Anformative book, Ih__ﬂggﬁ;gg;;gg_g{
} 55__]nggp!gn_ig!g .Raul-Hilberg summarizes the Nazis'

exterainntion.plans in the following manner. 9

- Since the fourth century after Chr{;t,
there have been three anti=Jewlsh policiest
conversion, expulsion, and annihllation. The
< ~second appeared-as an alternative to the first,
and the third emerged as an altermative to the v
+ second. '

_ The expulsion and exclusion policy was
adopted by the Nazis and remained the goal of
all anti-Jewish activity until 1941, That year
marks & turning point in anti-Jewlish history.

3 1941, the Nazls found themselves in the midst

a total war, Several million Jews were in-
carcerated in ghettos. Emlgratio s impossible,
A last minute project to ship the Jews to the
African island of Madagasear had fallen throughe
The 'Jewish problem' had to be 'solved' in some
other waye At this crucial time, the idea of a
'territorial solution' emerged in Nazi minds; the
t

" 4 . territ rlgl ution,' or *the final solution of
" _the Js sh quzgtton in Europe,! as it became gﬂbun,
’ envisaged the death of European Jewry. . The : A
Puropean Jews were to be killed. That 1 o

Fﬁﬁ?ﬂ anti-Jewish policy in history.17
e NF‘? history of Europeap snti-Semitism and m
. ragial theory W complete without uantiimm
k :mq ‘Hfﬂwm 'J»‘hﬁs! 'towering \:ntt rrat
mm .‘ﬁm «wm'*mt.fgct{ m" -.
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language imaginable, Thus he salds '

Herewlith you can readily see how they
understand and obey the fifth commandment of
God, namely, that they are thirsty hloodhcurdu
and murderers of all Christendom, with full intent,
now for more than fourteen hundred years, and
f indeed they were often burned to death upon the
' accusation that they had polsoned water and ,wells,
i stolen children, and torn and hacked them apart,
| in order to cool thelr temper secretly wilth

Christian blood.

And:

Now see what a fine, thick, fat lie that is
'when they complain that they are held captive by
us. It is more than fbl_v en hundred years since
Jerusalem was destroye and at this time 1€ is
almost three hundred ycars since we Chrigtians
have been tortured and persecuted by the Jews all
over the world...so that we might well complain
that they had now captured us and killled us ==
which 1s. the open truth. Moreover, wWg do not
know to this day which devil has r"u?*t thea
here to our countryj we did nect lock for them
in Jerusalem.l9

Until the advent of Adolf Hitler, the Jew had not
experienced diatribes more vituperative or execratlng.
than those so passionately enunciated by Martin Duther.
He portrays the Jews as wanting “to rule the world®;
'arch-crimin&ls, killers of Christ and all Christendom®;
a plague, pestilenoe, and pure misfortune.® 2 Though

these charges have frequently been repudiated, Luther's

atereotyped, medieval Jewish image was an easy one for
Hi\:ler t'.o rasurrect.. But this twentieth-century madman’
went far beyond the limits which Luther‘ld the Catholie
%@h_ had i.npoaed upon themaelves. ﬁler w of

race as mn as J’aw. '-' qils8 in
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~Hitler's racial theories were not 'opq.s_in_n. Coinciding
with the resurgence of Prussia in the: niaeteenth century,
an army of ranking philoscphers, important personalitles,
and ecéentric crackpots espoused either a militant German
nationalism or & pagan Aryesnism, -Hitler‘, needec:i;}:nly t\o
borrow their ideas to strike a responsive chord in the
hearts of the German people.

Among the philosophers there were three men ==
th'te, Hegel, and Nietzsche -- whose highly original
teachings and thoughts profoundly influenced the masses
and the leaders of the country, psychologically preparing
them for two terrible onslaughts on western soclety in

the twentieth century. In his gesses to the s

Natlon, Johann Gottlieb Fichte "used all the fire of
his patriotic fervor to inspire the nation to ever
greafer sacrifices torzghe divine trinity of race,

language, and nation," He was followed at th
;tdhbhvw Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, who,
phy of Bight placed the cman ona d - 1
prmmh atmmm. and race. Finall

4 p *‘ .I.I\ oy = a0
cd *h.w‘a P
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Yl ‘intellect and.wili.' This man and tﬂq a iie aréund him -\ g
' ¢ r : & . d 12 * vty n.
R will become the ,'lords of the earth,'" Clearly Hitler &t

& R 4% . 5awW himself as Nietzsche's "supe;nan-

g v A the realm of the arts, the celebrated -- and
anti-Semitic -~ composer Richard Whgner pmqqi&ed the

5 b Nazis with a "primitive Germanic¢ mythos"™ which captured
ko o 4 | 23
: “the imaglination of the people's minds and spirits.

Iristan und Isolde and the Niblungen Ring were stirring,
powerfﬁlhoperas which vividly recalled, "the world of
Germap antiquity with its heroic myths, its fighting

pagan gods and heroes, lts demons and dragons, its blood
7 ' n‘feuds and primitive tribal codes, its sense of destiny, 5 v
'If.ﬂ' ot T‘"" 2
P é_ts_7bplendor of  love and life and the nobility of death.!.

Hitler ‘took the motifs of these towering Wagnerian operas

eV v _ and tr&nsrormed them into, 1nsp1r1ng myths for hrs modern T L
';IIH_.-' '. \ 2. . . ) ¥ 1 . ™
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Perhaps the anti-Semitic theses diss eminltad by

Gobineau and Chanberlain, a2 well as many other men

during the latter half of the nineteenth century, would
have had ldttle impact on German soclety Hed not Europe's
arisﬁocracy and privileged elasses once azain been beset

by econgmlc difficulties remlﬁiscant of an earlier age,

The revolutlonary movements of the elghteenth and nineteenth
centuries had released the spirits of liberalism snd
democracy im Burope.,' The rise of industrialism and
capitalism was destyroying the power of wellborn people

of courtly rank. These powerful forces caught up the
magses in thelr embrace giving them undreamed of rights

and liberties., The Jews also felt the effects of the

new freedoms. For the first time in what seemed like an -
eternity they werc in theory no longer second class
citizens. Gradually the medieval restriction imposed on
them 1n the trades and professions and on their right to

- own land were remcved. Within a generation many of
Germany's Jewa nahleved positiona of influence. Their
rapld rise was bound to cause envy and animosity.

. . To !nrupe'é ariatooraoy the nnﬁly won rights acquired
by Jews and Christtans a&iks in the age of emancipation

Iru-r * a8

sented serious and alarming problems. Their tmdit‘l
ol e o ,
n of power m‘! %mlth-."ﬂﬂ 1‘!@1% ’
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and considering the economic and 1al catastrophes

with which they were threatened, it 18 not surprising
that the upper c-IJaisses sought out reactionary, radical
elements 4nd enc_ieavored to Suprort thenm. }Ieithngdoes
1t seem stransze to Tind men like Gobineau and Chamberla:m v «

arising from within the very rahks of the discontented

of high descent. These men, and the elements that

supported thém, provided Eyrope with an old scapegoat
for the’ir new problems. But this time the perpetrabérs
of antl-Jewish propagandd clothed their victims in a
mantle of evil which was supposedly based on nineteenth=- !
century scientific research. They realized that the day . \\‘,
had passed when anti-Jewishness could be solely grounded : |
on a religious basis, Therefore the favored slasses, who

were e.’tth‘ez" already 'enis'possessed or who saw thelr future

with ominous ‘roreboding, Joined the tmditiaml residtic »
of Jelﬁhatolrc found in every age to coin a nelrm
.ﬂfti--ﬁhiﬂ&. It soon became an articulate m

Iﬁ’:ﬂm %mﬁm ‘of German nationalism in the 1‘3?0'!:

under Blsmarek, In their indlcoriminste attaekuw
‘the entire Jewlsh group these anti-Semites uu‘k(’aﬂ" .
pseudo-scisnce and warped history to '
mw Bl nod Cne Bow Cnde

-‘ o i s pished s

sis "simple. Race was
.ﬁm.hc"a actytion of Ty RS 1 3

Pas
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'nis blood purity, for this would lead to his degeneratlion,

.8
-28-
. ) .
and civilization. How Hitler's hdart must have pounded .

when ho‘ruaa that of the “three principal races, white,
yellow and black.ssthe white was the superior®; that
even the wjhlte race had 1its gradatlions with the mast
exalted strand being the Aryan; that among the Aryan
family.the Germans “"werc probably the best of all the ° {
Aryans.'z But, Goblneau declared, even "the Aryan German,"
that "powerful creature," must beware of contaminating .5
Chamberlain's thesis, lilke that of hls forerunner
Goblneau, was also established on the basls of race as
a key to history é.nd civilization. It first appeared in \_”
1899 and "soon became the Bible of the racists and their
anti-Semitic oohorts,'z? Chamberlain's primary assertion
which so endaarad_hin to Hitler was that "the ;ennanq ‘
were tbe_Q11ﬁgj§f thg'feutoﬂs.'za This "'moral Aryan'...
was rﬁgg@niﬁﬁzi.tqq all the important contnibq" to
civilization, .’m,gpntrast to the allen, dis: ‘;'
mﬂu@ﬁg §£ W 29 ?'L!m
fiow Hitler appropri . |
mwmmm for his own chaotic &-m »>

e




now more frightening than ever ba;Lualahe almost o P
accomplished what he set out to do. Here are Hitler's

own words., :
All the human culture, all the results of
i art, sclence and technology that we see before us
today, are almost exclusively the creative product
of the Aryans This very fact admits of the not _ <
unfounded inference that he alone was the founder
of all higher humanity, in representing the proto—
type of all that we understand by the word "man."
He 1s the Prometheus of mankind from whose shining
brow the d4ivine spark of genlus has sprung at all
times, forever kindling anew that fire of kmowledge
which 1llumined the night of silent mysterles and
thus caused man to ¢limb the path to mastery over
the other beings of this earth...30 i

FPirst Hitler praises the accomplishments of the .
Aryans and then he tells how this was done == by \\i.

trampling others, ' J

Thusg for the formation of hlgher cultures the
exlstence of lower human types was one of the most
essential preconditions....Ilt is certain that the
first culture of humanity was based less on the
tamed animal than on the use of lower human beings.:
Only after the enslavement of subject races did the

. same fate strike beasts. PFor the first .ouqﬂggll
. , warrior drew the plow -- and only after him ¢
. horse. Hence it is no accident that the first &
’ - cultures arose in places where the Aryan, in iﬁa
" encounters with lower, peoples, subjugated them .
_ and bent them to his will....As long as he ruth-
' ilessly upheld the master attitude, not only did
he remain master, but also the preserVer and - .
‘inereaser of oulbure.31 g N 4 |

i “"I!-a»!%hini warns of the dnusttawtaaﬂl‘lﬂll!liﬁﬁﬂl!‘

BAALIen Sho Guma Aryana. Thess cardigfl e

in the Third Reich. ster's .

‘be contaminated. and iﬁi?tsa
| i X

-
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A8 soon as the nub&ecteéip..ﬁla'hgsnn Q. yes 2

ra&se themselves up and approach the level of

their conqueror, a phasc of whiech probably was
the use of hle language, the barrlers between

master and servant broke down.3j2

More importantly the blood of the Aryan must-remain
absolutely pure.

The Aryan gave up the purlty of his blood
and, therefore, lost his sojurn in the paradise
which he had made for himself. He became sub-
merged in a raclal mixture and graduslly lost his -
cultural ocreativenesss..s,Blood miryture and the
resultant drod in the raclal level 1s the sole
cause of the dying out of old cultures; for men
do not perish as a result of lost wars, but by the
loss of that foroce of resistance which 1s continued
only 4in pure blood. All who are not of good race
in this world are chaff.33

- ¥

The "chaff" of Nein Kampf wae undoubtedly meant to “\{L
be the Jews. Hitler planned to exterminate them along
with all the other so-called undesirsbles of "impure®
blood. . 8 : . .

-

Adolf Hitler had learned from his spiritual mentors .
with an uncenny ability. He understood the W '
of the Gomnmc better than any parson. inge Mart:

RO,

Luther. M?&Mns&ip attacks of Luther ¢

ol e Tl sl I o

Jews;j the mipouciu of the %m;ipb _

*rens .,u' foyel

rian treditioms of Pruuhn Gma % .
mmnme, Hegel and N F
;-'brihm'& ‘mh‘h
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1mad.tata cauge of nls success was; rever, the wealmesses

of the ﬂomr ECpuplic. Its decadent political, military,

and industrial leadership, and its complete eoanonlc

collepse during the great depresesion of the 1ete‘I§%0's

and early 1930'3,_provided Hitler with his great opportunity

and he ,_gelzed the advantage without hésitation. 3
Once Hitler secured tne relgne of the German government

in 1933 he lashed out ai bthe Jows wlth all the fury he

'hnd oromised them in hls pre-victory pronouncements. (

Hundreds of years of ghetto history dictated the Jewlsh

responze and with rare exceptions thls excluded attack,

resistance, or revenge. Instead the majority of Jews

chose the reaction pattern wnlch had assured thelr survival

"during the Church's massive converslion drive.® Thls

r decision was desligned to secare them “a chance for .

| surviwelsduniiasthe period of expulsion and px%” "

" mmma tried the alleviation Mn

o ed

| #% 1+ Under the heading of alleviation are ine:
' . ‘petitions, proteotinn payments, ransom arrar

.u»q&tm_\_. compliance, relief, rescue, salvage, -
reconstruction -- in short, «ll those mctivities -
. Mhich are 4 | to avert danger, m‘
event that fo 8 alréady been un? 0 Lt
.~ Adiminish its -m.:ﬁ»r. rd-7 mnd qo:::m

ha hm failed, the Jews a
| Lte wﬂr evasion or f
W Jews |

; '. :.u S 4] fq
Barall $oat 't e
ﬁﬂ J"b Iy u bl --' .M !
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4f tighette.almost with their bare hands has not been
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Jews have rurely run from-s pogrom. They : . |
have 1lived tarough it. The Jewish tendency has
been not to run from, but to survive with, anti- .
Jewish reglmes. It is a fact, now confirmed by |
neny docunents, that the Jews made an attempt to |
l1ive with Hitler. In many cases they fziled to ¥
escape wnlles there was gtlill time, more often
8till, they falled to step cut of the way when
the killers were already upon them.37

When evasion or flight are no longer possible the
third and final stage in the Jewilsh reaction to immanent
danger ‘oceurs. It is known as paralysis. It takes place

only when all efforts at alleviation or compliance with

the oppressing regime have falled and there is no hope ”
lefts Though this reaction has rarely come to pass in ’
Jewlish history, 1t was experienced. in Nazi Europe, once - \\(,
"the German bureaucracy made lts weighty and drastic

decisions to destroy; utterly and completely, the Jews

of Europe.'ae 1 - I.

There are ‘many people today who radically disagree

with tﬁn-forego&ng picture of Jewish “collaboration® .
.lithlthc-ﬂggts a8 being the only response of these
tiofins of ﬁitlor&n agression. Aamong them Rabbl Philip S.
Bernstein is to be included. He has vividly recalled the
great tradition of Jewish martyrdom and norzzng?m4w‘
he takes to nave begun with Isaac and continued . throughout
World War II. In Poland, ' d‘l}hut Lok Maste g » >
cﬂun‘!gng,lllnecgullaucki. refused to gi¥ve the Nezi
Be

st of Jews whom they wanted for extermination
‘well that it meant thé loss ¢
The resistance of the s of the

ife.

-
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surpassed in all tae history of _Lhelr human . *
bravery. The Palestine underground dropoing l
by parachute behind the German lines during the

war and risking everything to save Jewlsn lives

after the war is 1n the same great tradition.39

Therefore he nas taken to task Hammah Arendt for her
"non-objective account® of the Jewish victims of Hitlexr's

aggression contained in her book Elchman in Jerusaleme.

He has criticized Bruno Bettclheim for his “shocking

gspeech® made before the American Council for Judaism in

which he stated, "that the ghette mentsliti of the Jews
0
of Burope contributed to thc destruction.® He has
countered thelr accusations by charging,
What a wicked distortion, How many of the ; b
g8ix million Jews dled beczuse the doors were
clogsed to thelr escape? How vile it is to
blame the victiams for tlie deeds of the murderers
and for the indifference of the bystanders, who
did not 1ift a hand and who refused to opén the 41
doors to tpose who were locked behind ghetto walls.
Bernstein's passionate condemnation of Arendt's and
Bettelheim's views would apply with equal force to Baul
Hilberg's presentation of the threefold Jewish reastion
pattern of alleviation, evasion, and paralysis. Hilberg
has claimed that by 1941 and 1942, "just when the destruction
process in Burope entered into its killing @M%h"_ mlr-ﬂs
had afflicted the vietims of the Nazl onslaught. ,,M
Babbl Bernsteln has sald that not the Jeig but |
Wu, were paralyzed. They are th@yones, m
Wiﬂ. ‘who must bear the remnﬂbg%w for the death

E N
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' ' » o> Innumberable men, women aﬁ%;ghildrbh who

went to thelr death could have n saved if the
western powers had simply opened their doors to
them.43
What might hAVB‘happened to Burcpe's Jews had the
' "wéstofn powérs® chosen to help them is d1fficult o’
answer, Certainly many beleagucred Jews left helpless
and friendless by a world indifferent to their fate would
have survived. But this was not to be, Instead the Nazis
wFfe left.free to operate in the following manners first,
the .Jews were oxcluded from German and Buropean scciety °
by laws and definitions; second, thelr vroperty was
expropriated; third, they were placed in concentration
camps fourth, mobile killing operaticns tock place in

thiéocoupied portions of the USSR; and finally, they

were deported to killing centers in the rest of Axils
A . | Elu'ope . g =1

o T

Thus did Hitler achieve pouer in Germany and use 1t

m or e n% ﬁ.i»‘ beyond the Jewish problem. A8 1
Emiht‘bﬁf has sald, "the Nazi assault upon tnem.

“was the prelude that contained the pattern wm

'M ‘and for the catastrophe that would yet m.t
ent m W&‘t"f&i Tt was a1l ¢
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Philip S. Beranstein's Career Biéife 1946

Ph111§ Sidney Bernstein's. career as Adviser on
Jewish Affairs to thé Unlted States Milltary Commanders
In Burope was,a truly fasclnatling one. However, before
examining tals phase of his life in detail, the significant
events of hils earlie} years should be reviewed. Not only
will they reveal the factors whlech coinclded to bring him |

" into the fertile field of Jewlisn education and community

life as a Rabbi, but they wlll'indicate the reasons for his
being selected ‘to represent the Americen Jewish community
in its desﬁerate post-war effort to save and protect the
surviving Jewish reﬁnant of Hitler's Nezl holocaust in : \\{L
Burope. .

Rabbl Bernstein was 2 native American son bora of

» -

Jewish immigrant parents in Rochester, New York, on June )

29, 1901. Hie mggher and father, who were Orthodox in the

liberal sense, kept a traditional kosher home -- although

it was not overly devout, From nis home life and particularly

frbmlhis mnpnér, whe was a deeply religlous woman, he

inherited a slincere, sensitive appreclation of Jewlsh life

and valuess . . — o

. At school the young Bernstein showed sg$gtyq@a§@a§§_ r
b _and intellectual promise -- which over WWp lfmm -
generously fulfilled, . Throughout srawmff;;mu¢wﬁ,ﬁuﬂﬂau;r

nd. m;g%w always mmm.@g stay two ye
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&l thes ‘y&‘cf ;1xthdn, and gradutiug&"sﬂitﬂh .
Uiversity iim 1921 Whep he was anly ninggedn, i« ¥
During his fommutive yecrz in Fashester the Leopold
é Séxaak-'&‘m@a undoubtedly eXercised a profeund vflusnce
on«the fatira Rabblfs ¥alizious dAsvélewmenty Congragaticn
' Beth Israel, as % was also Xnown, hed a remariable  man )
by Ehe mame of Dre Paul Chnrtceff, who was AAbLE of thls
r:-?np:mat.tve!';y madern Orthodoz synagoghe for st & short

i8ricod of time., a wae 4 pergon of gensitivity and
¥ X W

ganuinaly deep Jexishmessy his Yovely personality

ingratiacediiiin with youngnters =~ in whom he hed & o "

- 4
sreat interast; aund he orzpalzed & rood rellgious sehooly ' 0 ;.‘-.'.

The' combination of an ingpirine Rabul, & hew type op's W& O
1ntell tgible roligtous Progrem in 5 nodsrn Sunday Soheoly! W

£  «nd & well-orpanized Young Judess club pave Prilip: mm i
dfvestion in hisilates Ly vl g

/ . “-‘ o MMM Judsen crienication -- of Wil |
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Judge Jullian W. Meck, Louls Lipsky, NhtLtﬂ'straus,
Shemayah Levin, Louls Erandeis, and Stephen 8. Wise,
The‘impact of these men and these meetings upon the,
gifted and fmpressionable Berrsteln was momentous.  THey
made him 1nto a lifelony Zlonist; they gave him a feeling
bf Jewleh dignity and self-resgpect; they moved him in the
direction of Hebraic oculture and the MTebrew language.
Upon the completion of his four year program at
East High Schoonl Rabbl Bernsteln departed for Syracuse
University where a new development occurred in his life.
While at @yracuse he was very much pressed for funds,
having actually commenced hic career with only forty deollars
of horrowed moneéy in his potket. As a result he had to
work his way through the Univérsity. Somchow he meapaged to
pay tultion, room, board, fees and everything elee, eh!.flf
by plecking Pp:dinhes at the Grea;y Spoon restaurant, walting
on table'at the Cosmopolitan Club, running the candy stand
for hivz froternity brothers at the Sigma Alpha Mu'house;
by securing & job as a professional assistant secretary at
"Syracuse's Jewlsh Community Center, snd by receiving a& few
dollars from the Zlonist organization. But neeeselty, also
dictated that this young Journeyman-scholar geek m‘y
'School: employment. At the age of sixt

w wm ‘employment at u* g

ﬂmumwm_




‘In the fall of 1919 Dr. Adolf Gut a5 sucoceeded

By Benjamin Friedman as Rabbl of Syracuse's Reform Synagogue.

Philip Bernstein was wiftly attracted to this fine, warm
per;ﬁg-hhoihﬂﬁ a‘deep }ntere%t in people, a sensitive ~
appreeiation of the Hebrew langzausge and Hebrew culture,
gnd a remarkablé way of winning a community. The mature
Radbbl and the raplidly develoding young man were soon

' wnr&ing close together. At Tirst Bernsteln taught in

the Sunday thool, but when 1t developed that the Rabbi
needed a secrectary, he asked the young Rochesterian fto 4
accept thg Job. Bernstein immediately géve hls consent

and fer his last two years at Syracuse continut& to serve
Rabbl Frisdman in this caspacity. The effects of this union
were to shape Philip Bernstein's destiny, Not omly 41d the
two men become close friends bdut subsaquently m‘h‘ﬁ'

6 marry the Rabbi's niece. This, however, 1s only part of

the stotys

% In.the Temple 1n Syrecuse Philip Sernstein
A Sobabta with & vital, moflern Reform Md%

.mwmmmm. -
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requived family assistance in order to medutaln his
wholesale and retall pants business. The newfledged
college sranuahe.raturned'to Rochester where for about
& yaé}_hs took over certain aspects of his father's stored
During this perliod e séent a consideratle amount of time
working ia the Jewish community. He taught 1ln Temple
B'rith Kodesh's Sunday School aand conducted "the Sunday
“afternoon settlement for poor cnilﬁren“ which was also
under ihe auspices of the Gibbs Street Temple; he led
Young Judean Clubs and wae alse sctlve lnugochester's
Jewish Young Men and Women's Asucclatlion. At the age of
twenty he was "a vetersn Sunday School teacber.'u7

The year in Rochester, durlng which he so compleggly

immersed nimself in various aspects of Jewlsh commumal life,

led Philip Berustein be the conclusion thal he ;;ulx.dsqiﬂgd'

‘ﬁp-biﬂgag-a.aapbi instead of a lawyer.  Really what he
‘wanted was gﬂﬂ’"& his people. Hs felt thal as.a Rebbi .
, M‘OM}G,CQ*E!;}&{N.Q full-time besis rather. mﬂ.
margins of - h&lr}}gﬁ‘ap & lawyer. : Zoen ReyAte Wiae
R ‘Eﬁ M&JM&‘{:;J’"P mﬁ@i‘:ﬂ’sﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁw
- That 1§%eﬂorr d me. ggtﬁg o1 : r
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Philip S. Bernsteln chose to attend the Jewish 4

Institute of Religion.beccause of two reasons. .First,
in the magnificent stepheﬁ Wise, he saw everything he
_'uantéﬁ toibe =~ an intense and catholle Jew, = Zionisty
and a soclal i1deaslist, By his life he taught [Aim_7 o
thé compatability of Judsism, Zionism &and soclal jdealism."

|
Séecnd, &t the time.he was seriously considering the Reform

‘rabbinate, upon Mis graduation from Syracuse, the Hebrew
Unicn éollege wﬁs denominational and antl-Zlonist.)o These
policies were irreconcllable with his basic beliefs and he
could notyeommit himsell to them.

While a2 rabbinleel student at the Jewish Institute of -
Religion, Berngtein was, in the words of Dr. Stephen 8.
Wise, a 'wres-s.stmnt.'jl Still, despite the hln\.lenoo of
Wise's personal magnetiam on the Rochestcrian, hé'was'in no }
.hr iumwbzm feelings of aérions' spirftual doubts while!
at the seminary, /During the sceond year of h%ﬂzm
mm m masm questioning his Wm«
hr the mm turned for'advice to John Haynés Holmes,
She great liberal mintster of the Community Churehe pn

tw y

__,q. sy
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In 1926 Phillp S. Berastein gradn’ntoiﬂbu the Jewish

Institute of Religlon. Imedmtely he snd Mrs., Bernsteln
en‘barkcd for Burope and Palcstine where the newly oxdaincd

Babbl pl,,amwd to ccntinu_e his studles first at Cambrid.ge-’“iﬁd
then at the Hebrew University in Jerusslem., However, tragie
citcumstances,developed. in Rochester which were to change
hls pleng redically. He recelved =2 cablegram from Temple
.U-B-'rlth .chosh .'l.pfor.nlng him thaat Rabbl Wolf had taken

gseriously 1ll. The congregation in which he had but .

recently been a Supndey School teacher, was now aslking him

to come ‘e‘k home as @n assistant rabbl. 'Ifhe young man :
accepted. the Temple's reguest for .help and in September,

1926, at the mge of twenty-four, he began his active ministry.

_ In Pebruary, 1927, when Rabbi Wolf died, Pnilip _

e mhin became. !ma spiritual lead.er of Temple n’nth,q"r"

Kodesh. During the late 1920's — 1930's he disbtnpﬂ.m

himself as an inspired servent and dedicated Rabbi
.w ﬂal and Mfﬂl personality; his rm.' mble abll
.” m the gm a},ﬂunﬁa of trying pmbm:; f'_ _' Vi
. nde . qu wgnd warnth, and l;&s
o mmm«w«u devord of ary o
 ementyy ‘wwmww
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and 'iﬁmlsﬂﬁﬁi'}ly' lmolvec; in his tr;ui of""fhdﬁgﬂ't.

But perhaps it was his talent s an activiet which did

the most to 'enﬁancse his reputation. He tirelessly .df'évutg_(b
Oﬁagf es to the social improvement of the commdgity-ﬂ'

by'seﬁ'iug ‘numerons civic enterorises. He founded and A

1ed Rochester's Interfaith Goodwill Committee, He became

the president of the Clty Club., He champloned the city's
movement [dr better housins. He encouruged the birth
control advocate, Margaret 3anger, to llectur—:s at his Temple |
as well as the Soclalist party's spokesman, Nerman Thomas. e
‘Hith’ﬂ Rochester's Jewish comamunity, and particularly
his own i‘hmble, Rabbl Bernstecin worked d‘ligénbly to rejoiﬁ
hiﬂ people to what he concelved asg beim- the ma,‘lor oz‘bi.t
of current Jewish life, His passion for Zionisn had convinced
hﬁrﬁut sf], of Iw s!!: st&nd terether to achieve ?ﬁ.&'h
c’“ on Qm"%urafore he beared his congre Lor a. iy
werds M&!rfmi phuosoph.v which nis teas r~*~ 1
M%%%*Md demonstrated to be compe
fiot n being a good Heforn J"‘ ¢ an
f—‘?‘ﬂ‘ w Mm this was a cours

\» o %&ka ho

l~l
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Gommunity Couneil, and in the American !maim.d soema.rsa A i
When World War IT shocklnrly swakened Amerieca from M
its 1e§mrg~y ereated by the de=pra=ssion of the 1930%, 1
Rubbi Berngtein was called by his nation ta serve as
ayecutive director of the committee on army and navy
reillsious activitiss of the National Jewish Welfare Board.
Though hé Wad hesn a pacifist hotwean the Pirst and Second
’:f;:rld Wars, Hitlgr's invaslon of Poland on September 1, 1939
and his thrsat to destroy the Jews of Burope. conmvineed him
there were evils worse than war.55 The rabbl from RoanSter.“‘
nad by thfe time achieved.a firm, broad reputaticn as &
leader in Reform Judalsm an? as & bitter enemy of prejudice
and intolérance whersver it evose, With the blessings of
his congregation he and his fanmily moved to New York City,
where the Jewish Welfare Board's Offices were located, to
assume the ressonsibilitied of his new position. Thus,
f?@l ‘Decenber 1942 to Pebruary 1946, he was 1n!*f
m‘*’ﬁrl"w th‘ 31! Amertcan Rebbis who aplal
in the mmam armed services. In this capacity hi
M‘u Many of the warfronts and military camps g he
ﬂﬁthrmawauunr of operation im Eu

-l:.»l Jl["" -'_ . _. : -



’of'éervtcgs. One was writing.

and prestige’ he established throughout this'period were 3 1
to prove invaluable in the immediate ﬁost—war years when
he beeame the second adviser cn Jewizh affairs in Burobe. !
"-\‘_J

. PhHe period during which Rabbi Bernetein discharged
his duties as chief of Jewlgh chaplaine in the Second

World War 414 not sece him cease to be an sctive loyval

| Jew and partieunlarly to be a strong, intense Zionist.

T

Now that ?é was in a position of natignal Jewlsh leadership
he found he could use his newly acguired influence to |
attract larger numbers of peodle to work unremittingly l
for Zionism and the eztablishment of the Jewlsh Common-. i
wealth., In pursuit of thig purpose he rendered a number !
{
In December 1942 and early 1943, Rabbl Bernstéin had
a aeries of articles published in The Nation under the '
title '!he Jews of Europe." They had quite an impacts
Three factors had’ compelled him to publiclize his viewss
First, he heped "to impress on the consclencé of free men
%ﬁ‘ﬁuﬁﬁgs o and the ghastliness of the Jewish tragdy~in
ﬂ&i&ﬁaﬂﬁé “S&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ}?&aﬁﬁémt-it‘impérét&vaifﬁﬁ”&%hﬁiﬂ*ﬁﬁa? A
mﬂﬁi&w t what'is heppening. to the Jews is ﬁm '
oresh sawtae ‘fate of other peoples’ |
e s QeoiTed o WeR

of" vzamon?w




~h5. L
For centuries the Jews have been the— "1 il
scapggoats for Burcpe's frustrations, They
have been the emsy orey of ruling classes under -
attack, of rulers defented in war, of impoverished,
enbittercd masses. They have been an everapresent,
temptation to demasogues in gquest of pouer. '

e | i i

P

. Unwittinely, they were an obstacle to the zenuine
solution of Europe's preblems; it was easler to
attack the Jews thnn the bagle causes of those
problems.sssAttacke upon the Jews and thelr -
expulsion from varioua countrieg have been an

unsettling force in Europe. A peace treaty A
which does not, inelude orovisions for solving .° .
the Jewlish problem 1v111 be incomplete, A normal
secure status for the Jews of Burgre 1z a
prerequisite for the establishment of the Four
Freedome Cor mankind, 58

il

What Berrstein meant when he referred to "tough- =~

minded statesmen® and "provisiens for sclvinz the Jewish

i

i

problem®™ in %a peace treaty® which would provide "a

normal seeure stotue for the Jewe of Europe® became

quite elear as he spelled out his arguzent in The Wation.
His long-range solutlon of the Jewish oroblem ut the
warls end foresaw the neeessity of establishing the Jewish
'MMI' Home tﬂ‘ﬁ!estim. Eloquently and um
rightnese r&mu PAlternatives to

L]
-
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SHITA of bis urticles in The Mevion -- that sush s MHe
me be' ereated in mmim




thereby mean to exelude othor alternatives fo leviating
the esndition.of the Jewe, sweh s a new, liberal postewar

change in' the fmmigration policies of the United States,
he atrengly believed that the oreatlon of & Jewish state
in Palestine would "sclve the world's most persistent
problem and,,.enable a zifted ve-ple, once more on their
encient saored soll, to enriech man's spiritual life."

" But begides writing about Palestipe s the hope of
Jews that were then driven and desperate for a safe
refuge 1n 2 Brutal world, Rabdbl Bernstein was able to
render other importent benefite to the Zionlst cause and
to his peeple while Director of the Jewish Chaplaincy
program in Worldd War TI. While living in New York City
he regularly invited to his home small but influential

groups of 1iberal and literary figures whom he tried to

influence toward a realistic understanding of the Jewlsh:

problem and the role of Palestine, = At various
had people Tike Worman Cousins of the Se

-‘-_J




-’ d plamning the Shtive progrem for the mmi-nm of the -
‘ Zionist, dreams  In this capacity Rabbi Bernstein begame. '
deeply involved with the Ameriean Jewish community,
Ofﬂ.ﬂﬂ;;ﬁ Washingten, the Zionist leadership in
Palestine and Burope; as well as many non-Jews,  One of"
> the atsigmments which he had and carried out with his
‘ late cousin Rabbl Milton Steinberg was to organize the' 1
Anerican Chrlst.tan Palestine Committee, Together they got
nen like Henry Atkinson and Cerl Hermamm Voss to take the
leadership in orgenizing & group of sympabhetic Christians,
inciuding such pergonalities as Reinhold Niehbur and
Howard LeSourd of Boston University, and politieal fipures
"J4ke the late Robert Taft, to influence, organize and
Mnmel non=Jewish opinion toward Zicnist objectives,
’ " After three ;nﬂzéna-julr yoers of service to his &
em{mmm Jewish chapleincy nrogrm Rabbi mm
. ww m ard hils congregation in Pebi 19k

-

wwzm ¥odesh had Just pu
-ﬁmmmm,g-m and now he. was i s
Biielont W Diarsbitie
t“hﬂ
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fad ogsurred dn the relntions betwedHithe Jowfah displaced  °
persons, the American military authorities and the Germen
peopls after Judge Simon Rif:ind had left the office of
J&wﬁgh-iﬂiiier in Gérmany in March of 1946, The State
and War Departments were anxious, as wers the five major

—~

Jewish organizations dealing with matters affecting the
Jewish displaced persong in Europe -= ghe American Jewish
Cg’n‘mittee',_ the American Jewish Confenence, the Ameriean
Joint Distribution Comunittee, the Jewish Ageney for (
Palestine, and the World Jewish Congress -- to send an
experienced Jew over to gulde the Army in handling the
delicate problems arising in connectlion with the survivors

" of the Nazi extermindtion polieles. There was also’ _
pressure emanating from the dieplaced persons themselves
io have So&éﬁodr*in“i&nqya once again who would lock out
for their iﬁﬁtr!sts on 2 higher level. All of these iﬁﬁlllb
iﬁ%ﬁi"ﬁnxﬁlasmsmm wae the man but

ﬁu -m wema the offer from the hite House
wmm one hand he was 1 e




the Ziomist csuse, Second, he hal the best Poesible e
contacts with the wider Jewish groupsy and these ipcluded
not only those thet were Zlonist, but the Reform ones as

wells. ﬁur“m posgessed unique govermment and mildtary !

experience, -He knew how the Arny worked, and it was the

Army that was in coatrol in Europe, cepecislly in Germany -

and Austria. Nobody else had tiese qualificetions. They

wolld, he hoped, em.ble him to be h‘,lp'.{'tt-l ir & historic

ways . Indeed they aid. \ 1_"‘
Ultimately thers suems to have been no guestion in .

Rabbl Bermgtein's mind, nor in the minds of those who sent

him to GCermany, that he was the man best eguipped to

‘become the next Jewish Advicer, But befere he sccepted

the position tendered to him by the United States Sovernment ‘

he nllgd together thei,hggdl of the five principal Jewish

organmugng, whom he would alse be regrgaanbm mm

_ gnr-mwudent breaking meeting. .He

”4%*;“1:!1"30“@60 Jewish groupss he



thare was s single eddress, and I.Le Kenen, who was then
on the szeeutive of the Amerlcan Jewlsh Conference, wes
the contact man. Therealfter Rabbl Bernsteln was %o, .
Anform the Secretarics of State and War and subsequently
the Theater Commanders in Burcpe of his working agreement
with tiiese Jewlsh organlzations. He was told in reply that
They agreed that full consultation and
\_,QOQP"‘I“tuion were neceszary to sustain the morale
hgsic.al wull-m.im., of tha,Jewish Disrlaccd
Pcrson . hey ‘apprecioste tlie undeérstanding, the
esslstance and the functioning unity of these Jewlsh
organizations and trust that it will ccontinue at
least as long as the need exists.b62
Bubt Bebbl Berusteln went beyond the government's
hope for, continued Jewish organizational unity when he

sald at- bhat time, "I trust that thls unified effort e
the promise, the mbpz.m tgc pattern of & united . =
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= obligations were made when he met with the Jewis 22
| organizatiomal leadershlp in Ney York City. and by his
subsequent trip to Washiington to present thelr points of
view ‘o Mr':&n_ident, the Sccretary of War, Robert. _ ¢
Pattersonj the Under Secrctary cof State, Dean Acheson,

+ and the 'mraoto-_r of the Civil Affairs Divislon of the . |
' Army, General John J. Hllldrings ZEBernsieln found the ! I

o

| : general attitude of these men at the high levels of the
United States governmeat to be cordial., They were anxlous n f '
to maintain firm relatiens wilh the American Jewlsh -
comnunityeht Walle in the capital he also recelved helpful
briefings from Herbert Flerst, a renarkabtly able and
successful attorney who represented the War Depertment's
nspomthuiam for germany so fer as the refugees and o

W | %

dupmu m wére conecerncd, and fro:n David R, m
a remm of the American Jewish c:mte;:e,qs w

v wm k&&nug had gathered together
3 ds*that.he coulds He had laid the £

| -mmmnm ke whole 1ife-ex

] e/it.. In May, %9%6@'.
 Jewleh Adviser, w

mtwi o
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Stuttgart and Landsbers i_,

<1 Adviger Dernstein weg to find thé situation in Burope
tense ‘and chaotic wncn he arrived there in May, 196,
A grim atmospherc prav'ailad.onr the entire continent.
FPeople were caught up in a fierce struggle simply to exist,
They were hungry and cold, They had suffcred degradation
and knew despalr. Throughout Eurcp2 men had only blasted:

"

memories over whlch to brood. On one osccaslon thies led

Babbi Sernstein to remark,

Germany..sthe citles are like shells;, the
hesrt burnt out of them, pecple living like
groweling beasts in caves beneath the ruins,
in heatlens shacks bullt of rubble, in the
three walled rooma of sheared off bulldinge
1lke a scene in a play. You toss away the butt '
of ‘a cigarette and ten people dive for it . Ve
including women &and chlldren and students and
: professorss  With five or six cigarette butts, cne =~
can roll a cigrette gnd with a cligarette one

. buy bm.és frow b - ahy
wm.ot Mtrs countless neﬁories op
" LA ﬂ 3

degridation and despair during those early postewes
AsunRizing o = ‘
in Mamm found the 'pligh‘t of ti

.




6,000,000 of thelir brethren had becn slauchtered betwsen o ‘
1939 and 1945, When the victorious Allled armies liberated |
them from, the German concentration camps in the sprimg of
1945 only 30,000 were'found-alive. To thls number were
added Jews who emerged from hidlng in woodg and bagements
as wel& ag thoge who left the underzround fightlng unigs to
'segfgh for their relatives in the displaced persons camps.
But the majority of the displaced Jews.who swelled the
popuiaclon of the camps from 1946 to 1948, came in as

infiltrees fleeing rencwed persecution in Poland. The

conditiomof all of these Jewish groups was desperate, as

Rabbi Bernstein testifisd before the House of Representatives
Subcommittee on Immigrution and Naturalization on Juneg 20,
1947, when he said, - : 1, ~

Q5s The eriles fram the gas chanbers stlll echoed
1n their ears. They had no homesj no jobs, no
gﬁ tyy no businesss There had been no, education
he young, no religious exerciees, no famil
%ifemmxﬁﬁﬂa individual had personally suf , i
‘sgonizing persecution, All found thems AR o
'-n*ﬁnwatlh_ ara pﬁisenad by @ decade of Nazl 2ands s

]
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4
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= + | The cumberscme regponeibiliiy for the csre and 3
supervision of the Jewlsh survivors of the Nazi

concentration csmpe dld fall primarily on the Americen.

Army 'of Occupetion in Gémw. and Auestria. As most of >
the Jewigh displaced percons were either unwilling or

ST —

unable '!;a return to the lands of thelr origin because of
renascent anti-Jemitlsn or vast political differences-

the Unlited States Army had no elterpative but to esteblisgh (
displaced persons camps and aseembly centers in wnich

with the newly created Comrunist regimes. of Enstern Europe,
thelr charges might find some secvrity amidst the ‘

impoverdshed and hostile German populsticns Though most .r

for famlly lifej though im most instances the displaced -

percsons had. already been severely overexpoaf:d to csmps be

by the m bhor soon learned to make the most. of this |
8 mtmcd post,-m worl

of the camps were drab, overcrowded and herdly suitable v .l
{
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1
as thé'ée&ond person tc hold tals unigle posiiicn-of "%
trust and lhflunhce whalch the military cﬁmﬂunﬂers”had ]
glven to fheir Jewich Advisefa, He came because of the |
steady deterioration In the morale of the Jewish diaplaced ", *
persons sinse Judge Rifkind had ralinguished that post in
Mareh, .‘;9'}6. He came beeause the American soldiers in the

field (the average G.I.) had no understanding of the Jewish

Alsplaced parson'’s background or currend problems and was
therefore extremely critlical of hime. He came because the L (8

(4]

relationshlp between' the Jews and the Germans was not good

and this fiﬁ leading tc sharp conflicts between them, Re' : .
coue begalse conditions were worsening 1n Communist- domimted
Péland and Jews were beginning to la.ave- that tradltioml ' .

repository of nnti-Sémi‘T:iém in ever increasing numbers

for the United z:mas of Germa.n_v and Austria., Finally he

me bﬂﬂ‘ _"'"_'"“' i
¥ J'rl_ :

e 2B . “ ﬂiﬂl level, the Army is Lty
ecent. ’r q:tb.‘ In the Americen zon
aeed. p _have enough food, clothi
,.purvi.val But thorc ;.a A
erstanding, 1l



Twe incidents,- tha Stuttgart and:Landsberg arilifs,
served to 1llustrate the inebllity of the American scldlers
to under;tgnﬂ and cope ‘with the problems of the Jewish
displacap’perébua. These incidemts served dramatic
notice on the lekders of. the American occupation forces
that condihions 15 the displroed fersons camps were far
from acceptable or stable. They demonstrated the flerce
hatred of the Jews for the Germans and their complete
refusal to cooperate with them in any way. " They underlined
the necessity of securing snother Jewish Adviser.

The Stuttgart case.occurred at 6300 A.M. ocn March 29,
1946, when suddenly and without forewarning two hundred
German police surrounded the Jewlsh D.P. camp, Number 664,
outalde of Stuttgart. Accord*ng to Bernstein, who uroté of
fthig dramatic and unfartunlte incldent in his article g7¢

=4

Iantitled

u] MeP.'s who left when the
' 'tn avold injury or secure re
pnsible camp authorities nor
-'ﬁ‘!eoilvcd

‘eny advanced noti

—
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¥ ST ; wiﬂmsﬂ'ﬂi- ”&n!ﬁ tie! as tn'é in a&
e RN S tio state ‘hht.h be! uﬁa they
i.*’“—"' s , ,': "ﬁ mﬂ'l on t‘qs dhy befere that chaun of over-

?._

le ' ' ‘,, ﬁﬁrﬂ::ihs they' wwré to.be moved to &ngthe{'éigsrt'n$F-~{.

) ) AR T es ‘e camps S . hc surpriee thas '8 AL

tg‘f‘ﬂ-..f, - r! I gq gr b o) u'tw Becane. pahic- stricken and "

f'*?',‘ e " ericgl af ‘the German.assaunlts Laokmgqrms P

R - t;ney threw bottles, cang, utensils at the Gem .‘-"

Bty .polices The lattar, enjoying-the opportunity, gu‘_on :

Loy ) them by the Aperican authorities, began.to shoots’

i N One 'Jewr was killed saVeral wers wounded. The p_b}._iqc.

W5, % 1 'Im"°69 ; ke g L ; N,

o O . " ; R AT

Eh:, ; In subseqaent remariks Bernstﬂin wasg to la,; the- 43 LG i

PN | T
l" A, R req,pensib"litx for ‘b?:up shamerul pogrom-li.ke raid squhrefy El
t;q' iy, “7iefthe shpuldevs af she American mil1EATy anthodities. 'y

c‘-_"t'-:-’;u' Gertamly Germany's black mdrket problern would mvez- t;e

solved. by uafmg Hltlerlan teohmque’n. Untl,l the Easia \.
euaaitha of 1&!’9 could cnb’e agnin be obtained with Al .4,,',-.‘ i
ey ‘ | Sh Py 3 S Ly T
B % - e Ga.se in Gﬁrmany s pbst-itar economy, the black market xo'lq:d " x,:'--'«':'
' . o .- “
ooﬁt;:lnue to a;igt. ff lnvsqsgtig,auzona were to be»nhrr '

efn sugqngpd thab bhey be 8

s Yt 1) o - R Rry Gel !‘h

a8 A e
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They maintalned thai the prisonars had not meant deliberately
to flaunt United States mllitary asuthority. The ineldent

was dus, the defense exclalmned, tc the presence of the

Germuns in tie Landsberg Cemp. The defendants had not . j

forgotten the torture which they had receantly suffered at
the handw the Germans and were determiaed not to let
tuelr former tormentors persecute them againe: The court
ilistenad with some msasure of sympathy., It found that
"in the eight days of this trial there has been no °*
, Bonﬁluhe. proof thet the defendants tr‘ad. here were v
the ones who. participeted in the beating,
m%mﬂnaﬁi property." o Nevertheless, the cou
~ felt m mor punishment should be'meted
mm %‘mﬂn& e Rt

mm

qmwtmwm.mu@rmmm t Jurist N
and one of &the lsaders of tis Centrsl Committee of Libersted
Jews An the United States Zonec of Germany, and Major
Abral*n._mf-c brilliant 1m_-zyar soon destined to join -
Bernstelin in the Jewich Mvise; ‘s headquarters in Frenkfort,
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rathe?y to cast their lot with ‘the others, the ﬁ‘iltary

tribunal etlll decreed imprisoment in order to 'shiow that

unlawful scts of retalistion would not Be toleranted even

in the ' case :3:‘ provocation,

Both the Stuttgart and landsberg cases could have
been avolided Af %the Americaon military suthorities had
refused to permit German polite to be used in or near the

Jewlshh DoPe cRUrs. Before elther outbreak took place and |

before his departure for home, Jurige Rifkind hed formelly
presented this recommendation to the commanders of the
occupation forces. Unfortunately hls request went unheeded,
The Army aERimed they could not meet it because o their

limited mlliteary perscinel, Yet the continuhed presence

of and pressurs from a Jawlch Adviser might have chaiaged
official policy before the irreparable damage developed. -

We deo Jnow that evenbuslly. thls abusive slination waa

corredted during Bernstein's incumbency. He also

recnme.nrded' 't’o‘ the military that no German pollice hi,,

permitted to ao}hg Into the arcas adjacent to Jewish semps.

Then, as a sequel $o the disturbances, Lleutenant Gemral
Lucius D. Clay, the Depity Military Governor of the United A
States Zone of Germany, requested the newly agmq.‘_ §
Jewish Jﬁ'lqpl; Lo make qéc_o!ﬁ&n;endations on e-‘. "B::'; >
case. On July 15, 1946, Bernstein seat. G#Mera m -
mmw on his estudy of ,the-: ! "W’,,

to the mhars Camp, and his con:ault«'m with attorneys
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Grinlhlz and m who participated in the Bhg » L |

The nh].mtion to justice ls mhsoluve,; but the
applioation is relative. "Do not Judge another until .
thou hast stood 1a his plase™ is an ancient Hebralc -
teachings 1Its application 1= as valld In the
S Cage as 1t wagsln the time of Chriaste 7
The guflt or {nnoscnee of thegse men eannot be e
wiustly deterained apart from the circumstances of .,
their lives and the particular incidents of 28
April 1046, for whilch they are being held mccountable, N

These ars young men,  Thay were hardly mors
than boys when the NMazis descended upon them and
destroyed all that was preclous tn Sheir lives.
Their parents, brothers and sizters were selzed

pe before their eyes and killed, They suffered torture,

hunger and debssement im concentration camps for (=l
yearss That they &nrvivad at all is a miracles '}\J
That they survived without utter degradation of 4.

soul ¥s am even greater nl:hcle.

1 year after liberation these men still found
themselves in & camp in Germany, Thelr lives were
abnormal; Sheir ‘:n.,lo problems wers unsolved.  They B
were in the midét of a srowingly assertive German
population whom they h 21d guilty of perpetuating,
abetting or tolerating the slauzhter of their
faziliag, and tl;!i.r oWEl trozic plight, o 0

. ...It ig ageinst fhis beckgrourd of underamnﬂsﬁlc
| . tion and resentment '"hrt the events of 28
' ;m must be viewed,

¥

- mnh'i the purpose of the arrests and |
¢ ready been amply served. These B
pr have been criminals, but |
r _'zmlz.sggesa -.naia who inten
Unite tes ml .lbm authori
_ntliied as mm mnittee
gains
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Bernstein was to fulflll his uties as Advlaer to the

Mvﬂmmor on Jewich Affeirs, No event touching /_J '
the ﬁﬁshrlﬂ.?.‘s was t.o escupe his ceusidered a*te*tion. '

His good Judgneat and tact soon "earned him. the complete

- ~ respect of the Milltary Commanders ln the Americen Zonas.
His devotion to the interezts of tic dlsplated Jews won
tEEir hearts and in & Very real senze he became one of
them, He was ever mindful that until the final disposition 8 ,.J
of the DePsls was eflfectlvely remlv »d, their problems weuld

i not et betfer, bnt get worses Therefore he werked tire-

lescly and unrepittingly to ilmprove his people’s lete . o -
. ] Y .
- [ ] Y
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ALl reports seeméd to indicate

Chapter V : i
501&n&~!rasantg.g Problem ke

Wita the approsch of the summer months of 104F, the

gamps in the United States Zones of Germany and Austria
-

d ’
were once azain beccming highly overcrowded. 8mall groups
of half-starveii tornf” tir cadbare Pclish Jews were

beglnnlng to TPickle in from thelr Communist-ruled country.
i

&

that the movépent would
inoreage as the summer progressed. The Unibed‘Stntek
mfiiﬁary authorities were comlng te a eroscroads. What
would thelir fwture'pzlicv in Germeny dictate? Would they
continue® to a ﬁ'their camps te become a hayen for Jews
whe found ecomdltions els?where.lntolerqble?

2l on July b, 19#51 forty-two Jews were murdered in cold
blood in the Polish town of Kielce, The pogrom was

v

aecording tec Bernstcin, committed thelr besclal acts

par%:frated by men, women and children who ap:arenfly,

with the assent of the local auﬁhoritiaa. tpa reporta
of the atrocitx spread mpicuy throughout the rest ar

e 4 2

Poland. The Polish Jews were terrified. Tha 1mp%g§iaf

1 b g o W 2 ﬂ-_l" & -
%ﬁis event vlvidlg renlndad ﬁhan of ;L pardoﬁg _1€aiiw
e 3 Mg By - 0" A, .
‘Ehey had tﬂ‘ﬁ lona1ly ocoupied Pol
mluﬂ."s-'. LI ! = .
_centurie '
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supported Polish Puacist loz of Lieute t Geneyal
abis .03 ¢ ’ gy ; .
Wiliadislew Anders, t© igre ar r of the Becond
" . T -~y ’ y ) N 1 s
Polish Corpes in Rome', Itely, wh over 120,000 of his
ten had talen an oath to liberate Poland Trom Bussian
.y A P Tt ¥ wysd » - 1 .
ocoupetion,. Anders® army was e nobox g, react longey,
anti-Semitic undergroeund group. "It 1s an estebl lshed

fact,® sald Rabbi Bernst

in, "that hls officers have been

filtering back into Peclund to stiy up tr"ble in the

prezanat regime erd thpy h

-
ve heen found to be responelible

for inflaming enti-Semitism and organighmg the bunds which
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inthorities In Germany wi
decision hed tc be made 1n lig
Jewish persecutees 1
f sccupation from Polsnd. Ti
through thelr designoted =g
Congress, the St and War D
President to purs: & ¢
Jewish inflltrees., AL 1
s - | 1w oy - .
oin X g in s
‘—.h-.— als in G many al v > -
border are kept en &nd an
Bernstein @oul apolly inform
persons inchis New Year's npes
ilngs for wnlch to be thankfl
the fact that,
the Unlted 3States Ar
open to save our people,
in Poland. n.a world fx
intolerance have, =las,
thdse’ 15 & shining example
What Rabbi Berustein tsld

but by no means did he intend
concern whicn the mass infiltr
Amerlocan zone had produced in
the Ameriosn govermment. The
metier can be calculated from
Jewish Conference which their

David R: Wahl, sent to Melr Cr

roblem.

£ lerge nunbers of
streaning 1ato thelr . .zon
J rellel organizas
Wes ¥ere ppessurin
ents, ev the
il 1 border policy for
T ish 44 b
S influence t com? 1in
iz 11 » ‘Ultimately the
September 14, 1946, Rabbil
& -Jewigh displeced
ge | <4 many
le Foremos wng them wa
my-ig keeping the borders
"leelng fr antl-Semitism
om wWhich secution and

eradloated,
of practicel humanitarisnism.
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e Jew D.P. was true,
to relate te them the grave
ation of Polish Jews into the
the highest gquarters of
precise seriousness of thls
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. Bexnstedn Reports on Foland

Within twe or thrce days after the Xlelce pogrom

E
Adviser Be:nstcin rad ;11;6 2 tzlophone eall from Henry
Montor in phrli;. hig man e= who transformed the United -
Jeulsh Appsal from an org alzation raising pidadling Tunds '
> into one of the Biggest fu:dr:l;%nf epparatuses in all
| -
| hictory, and WhHom Bernstein hug called one of the most
i interasting, cclorfiil, Tr rizahle, dynamic personalities
b e lillyy LIS LWLy > ] -4 <
thaet ;',15 on tL; Americ ﬁ sgeene == had just kumc out of
Polend and was there when the events of Klelee tock place,
Montor told Jernsteln ol thls terrible’ thing whlch had

happened and of the wave ol
He urred on Bernsteln the ncces:

o zot these people out, Ife importuned the Jewish Adviger
peop I _

-

Yo get inth Polend immedistely; to try to be welpfuls to

-

get ﬁﬁé &émf to be helpful. Montor spole with & tremoﬁdﬁﬁi
aenae 6? ui%enby growing out of the horrible Po -
‘ mmth e hatl § Just witnessed and whoae suﬁi"
'fh& et

r

-

&
,-A <

;Ea%ogﬁizlna'the serlousness of




o cover the Adviser's office during his absence,

It was Bernstein®s Intention at the time €o gee with
his own eves ’

the cuﬁd* tions which the re

ich' € fngees were reporting
ta me, I Aegired to =rxercise, if possible, some
g rhﬂ raining influence on Polibh mnti-Semitism, And
ficially I e interssted in bringing back to
gene a1l MeNArnsy & realistic a .,3.,,,4.. of the problems
and needs that were 1likely to confront him as Commander
f o the United States Porees in Burope,80
“Phouzh Rabbl Bernstein forshrightly stated the purposes
for his contemplited vieclt to Polond to McKarney's Chiefs
of Staff, Generals Tlarence R, Heubner, Stanley R, Mickelsen,
| Mi1ler Qs White aud Harsld H. Bull, in an officiel memcrandum

of Ny 17, 1986, ne A41@ encounter some difficulty in
gecurins peraission o go to Poland at that tense time.

Apa&reﬂ“*r, "o ono ‘soemead 1:.*:@:'-.3‘.:-_-»'“1:1 having & Rabbl
4

|

i around with that partienlsr ~icsion, Congsguently he wes
W - 6012 vhat Hid Iife world be endonmpered. If he must enter

1 w, e was ‘nﬂﬂs’ed to take nlong prct'ectim ’
Parn or heriéﬁ ‘h\tﬁ‘lnﬂrf police and an argored cor in
which to drive, %spih thece protestations Serndteim
%aﬁcﬁﬁ:"ﬁﬂm he now felt auty-swwh! e&mmx#-

v W
4

s ¥3 .‘..s" 2

o ‘B'Hé 'JMﬂ' C
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in humas histery,: for it markedthe end of the world. It
was the jJourney that the WNazis took on sgptegber 151939,
-

which Brought the whole world erashing down. He rebturned

to Gepmanylone week later on July 30, 1946.. In that brief

" periog of time he visited Warsaw and the remalns of the

Polish Ghettos Lodz, where he talked\to the survivers of
the Klelce pogrom; and the repatriation cénters of lower
Silesias What he saw decply affeeted him, and later he gave
sound advice to the Anerican The at;? Command and the outslde
world as te why thé borders of the oeccupled zone OQ,CO:H-iy
should be kept cpens To what extent He dirécﬁly influenced »
Generui.bbﬂa rney and the State Department to reach a
favorable declsion caunct be measursd with precision.
Undoubt«dly a combination of many factors played & role
$n keeping the borders opens First, there was the
sympathetic persomality of thé Ameriean President.
Second, on the State Department level General Hllldring
heavilyirelisd cn Herbert Fﬁ&rét'a*guxdanht‘ Third, therec
insaaoknnl-or'1nplii&iprescure-t!am the five major Jewlch
organizationss Fourth, there was Phillp S. Bernstein,
#ho acted 4sva catalyst iniBurope by enlistingithe .
W«bﬁm-m—au by semding stirring, -
thm m-ﬂmm to his
mmugaﬂw
.
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, : the dBmmRodlag gemepel tc be  flue, &muhmgeq, ‘%: i

- neartefihuman ¥eins,

[}

. " On MRy 21, 1947, at 8 tectincnisl) 1;mc:hec-?: for General

Mejifarney in ‘New York City's Yuld.rf Astosla hotel,

sponsared B the five Jewish crocaliztions, Bernstein .

was to recall sSome of the impresziosns he hdd used Lo
-

- na e . Wi e WO s * L
gear the heart of his forasy comuuanding offlcer mezely
Iy [ 3 e - - 1t . ot g b % > -
ten months befeorcs "I cun never forget wist I say ia Pelamg . _
in the summer of 1946," he zuld, "The s8ill smrviving -
= L] N L,
» — - . - ot = 2 - - Liowem oy pe - ry
' 2:1 s 1:‘ t! - si 14- & _,? .1- ..‘-4 :-:--l rid tlad- "'J""L‘:-' ‘l-l /'JQ?
e g em Y = . BT e - 1 - . f -~
b ...'..n'-&_"':'.a S5l Oroaen J,:'n 3 h:. BLWTE “..:'. ?hl-\.’;vﬁ ’:: E\,.l.. u:.
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Jenry fre@Pthe fate of thelir owm murdered loved oncsa
Then Berastein was to addrcass MoNerney with these worgds,

s

"Jewish history should bave = ppeclzl place for General

MeNurney, He is the  Bavipur of ong hundred thousend .!’mg;!ﬂ 4 .

i w .l.ui,uat 19'&6, She Bis pusih, bed reached ite g

ceak Wikh
3999 h“ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ”‘ into Ccechoslovakia ip one B
7 te g‘w Wa the cstabliched path,

| . %ox £ tae.p -aecutngg. It led frog




| *® ) v i
. . thelr Support to thé mase movemente For mors then sli'

weeks Jews infiltrated 1ato Ancrioan Sérritory at a rate

sxcacdins o thousand per day, = ti.a and of Oetobér over
100,000 Pepigees ha? heen cVlBuat=d from Foland,
Péople who observed thls matern exsdus of Pollch Jews,
5 securrifz“in tane late Bummer L. ' e -;_ P21l of 1946, eculd
jot. help wondeMing about the tneldent whicll had ziven it
g - menEily WBRerdlly it w.s azresd that the Jews of Foland
were 1&?13; ander L;se?r?_? eonditione, but, e;e;;rﬂe wanted

to now, had the Kielee po_rom T 411y Been that Bad? Babbl

Berrnobalingeould veadlly saswer thia question by telling
e
‘ tne Tfeloe Story & 1t M&d been hold tc him hy the Jewish

survivorss And tell 1t he Alds Yo genersl Melarney, &0

the Theater Commandsrs of the Amerlosn zones of cooupation,

Lo pné offfelals of ‘the Stat: and Wer Departments, to the

-

rhpreﬂntn’ﬁlﬂs SF BHs Jewlch orgenlzatlions, €%

. B g _.I .
mﬁm&, to Barry 8. Truman, %o Po‘y‘“

awits

'ﬁ J‘Dﬁﬂl mhlg weetinis 4t home, snd to'F

.'.’ i
gatj.aﬁ !n'!m'ﬁ’!emplé Brrith Xodeshd ﬂ' tneyr&eloaed
-, t;k_w 'y | 1
“eyes 'as tie” apaurea forth Hie m.a.,‘.-.. 1a

I =3 "-'. ?- .‘ _f. E :

5wy
'ﬁegm wﬂa
ILH“‘-W
iy e
re | _... .
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Jewish Adviser and the 01140=d8 of the Jewulsh O ganlgations

Dirsctor William 3Beln, walmously cc-..ci‘:‘ed that &

| &

galoulated publlc prograd tc remove uuf_:ry Jew from

the country would arouse the resentment of the Comaunist

politlical leadership by reflecting on %helr capacity and
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The questi: previously ralt ncerning

} Bernstein's role in keeping open the' borders of the
American zones of cccupaticn irn Germany and Austria can
now be answered With a rcasomnable degree of agsurances,

. - o T ) .y - v Py - - 4
3 of Follsh Jewish persecution

hesrd from Hhis Jewish Adviser could

o

not be treated 1lightly. Conseguently, he fully endersed

the humane policies which Bernstein ‘:*-.a;‘..‘ecom:—.ended to him.
¥




ﬂp n&ﬁig‘ton, both agtual and Proépective; of
ﬂ!ﬂbb!:a ofipersecutess to“the alre aﬁsr evererawdad Mﬁn
D.F. ﬁlu ar tha Lmerlcan zone in Gemﬂr was to stimulate
Fabbls 'w_etn'a efforts, ﬂpbn his return to Pramkfort on
July 30, 1!#55 to reésebttle his pnop]..e- elsewhere, Por this
\ purposé, anfl Bepause it was clear that the Jewish sifuntion
in .the 'United States zon. s had become exceedln{;].:;' mnore
sy complex siffe his arrival 1.1 Muy, General Hc!h):'ﬁey urged
hig Jewish A;dvi:er., in Au 11", 1046, to stay on his Job. :
MeNarney's reguest was an ilanportant one, Bernstein
Was now a experienced man, completely familiar wlth
| the probléms of the Jewlsh D.P.'s. He knew what had to be
done. He had earned the complete respect not orxly of thg
'!!iaatev comand, ’ou’e of the State Department, the Md}.
ormimtions. nnd -:--;éat Tmportant of all == the mm;-
BIP-'I ‘Ehllwéh;a.” These ofttimes hostile m i
A ﬁilm williug to listen to h
'%I':H!‘ i 2 =1a A

!ﬁ’bst.anthl evmﬂme of
A 5 ‘% - .
) H-te Bti‘rring appﬁa_.l 'lmieh m

_"-yq -

ertans from Burope o
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E . - 7 NG Nreeapbaition [zmpoei te_Tiif Den Teenek /
. h%ahngal and Mores Mendelsasohn, Bernsteln represents

spiritual link between traditional Judaism and
'_ mnladc., between more)’ philoscphy and
» @ticel art of‘ hmdlinr people. Te is
sul ewot'.tad tc his o people and enjoys the
peemy of the ocutward world. And we say to the Fa
comunu:w of Rophester -- we fally reslize that the 1
X wer is over and you wan" your Rabbl beck. " Bub for "
us the war 1s far from helng ended. As [sr as we
are concerned the f-rtr‘. ggle 18 stil) going ond  In =,
i Ehis war Bernstein iz our spiritusl officers We 1
need him and cannot demobillze him, * Send hinr back
— to ussLfor he has bucome one of ours,98

Before returning to tHe Unlted States and’ Rochester

to secure permission from Temple 3'rith Kodesh to remaln on »

as Jewish Adwiser, Bernstein, with the usslstance of the ,
F | Jewish orgenizations, participsted \n seversl i-mortant >
negotiations wiich helped to fusnerse some of the‘ Jawe . ",
] floving out of Polaqﬂ into other couhtrins end auny }f;ét— ’ -i-..

the szonaest.ed D.P. ems in the 'Jnif'ed ;.tntea ZOne of Germany.
, ; 'e e

&_ﬁg his lesé" on Jewish Lf"‘ I_

I.' i g B

£ th rtna,jor .Tawish crganiutim, eould
v Avrartis

In this matter m&t !‘1-4

i 1'1‘ ﬁ\

" i .

'-.'...
tga ,d.‘: ;::.t :
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i a " : el
from the Jewlsh polnt of view, thet legitimebe viass{@,
Palectine and to cther naiion: villigg to tale them in,
a8 well as 1llegel eaigratlion :5-nnﬁcfed by the J'ewish_
underground known as the Brigheh, could move large mumbers
of Weg ot of Eurcpe with comparstive esse,  In Germany
lezal iﬂr:xisrat.wn or, as Berrstein put 1t, "exfiltration®

: . presented considerable d*.,’f“.c;-‘l‘:y.innCnce again the

: British wexe responsidble for creating barriers. Following

E the Beyin point cof'view on the functional 1'::'#-‘;.1:, Brltain
wag insisting that there ccild not be any officiacl movement
of displaced persons oulside of Germany without quadra- -,

. partite aPproval. This meant that, if a Jew wanted to
leave the Amerlcan Zone in Germany to go to Italy, he
could not do )t unless hls roquest was approved by Russia,

S France, Britein, and Ameriece -- the four govermmeats

‘ :
involved in oscupying the defeaved nuilon. With the
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on, Trumen had deser
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IO Pacshion, "to hell with

tc BRabbi Bernsteints
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o keep the borders
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cope g2id to Kim,

President replied
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Bevini" 2ut the

Trecter Command™s regentmont the British for their
amwillingness o sooperate Yn any waAY te help slleviate

the Jewish D9 probler In Gerx for beyond Trumen's
colorful rew ET. With ¢ nf 194E1047 moon
approachlag 4 R prablems faced General MeNarhey, In
Germa there were asutle Cages of housing, food and
fael, AnyERticcessfi) teap by Be in and the Jewish
organiZBtions $o0 resettle the Pollsh Jews in other countriss
would be 5%3?1? appreciated, Any effortz by Bernstein ad
the Jewlsh organizatlong fa remove Jewish D.P.?s already

set{lél in the camps would Be doubly appreciat

despite al
the .tmy"

qﬁ!&%l&, unc?ficlally c0upsruaud in unauthorized

5 Bri‘bis"! gfforte Yo

-

:gigbnﬂbtiit :!1 ve& tﬂud

leave the Ameriocan Zone

aszina Nas
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curtall Jewlsh
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" . . i
out of the country,; they might not have condened the |

104 -4
efforts of the Brichah. Thig, however, wag not the case.
- . Y

On August 7, 1946, Bernstein flew to Paris to make
his recommendatioris on Poland Jnown to the Jewlsh Ageney
gnd the other cooperating Jewish orgenizations. There he
me with 3 epne 5. "'—J;---g ML Jent ef th W rid \TE ish
Congress, and Nachum Gold y chal nef t Jewlal
Agency for Balestine, amonz other Jewish notables who had
gathered to attend 'the Paris peace conference, Together
they fermulated a program of actlon for distributling

Polenfi'e Jews to different Buropean ccuntries.
Pirst, Bernstein travelled to Vienna for talks with
nergl Mark Clark, the Commanding Genersl of the United
States Forces in Austria, whose adviser on Jewlsh affairs

he had recently become. He found Clark possessed of & ¥

charning personality. Unlike McNarney, who inmany ways
vas the warzneg;t hearted and most humanitarian of fhi many
generals with whom he came in contact, Clark was politically
minded. He often gcéea in terns of what he thought the

\ effects of his policies would be in Washington. After
cordisl digcussions in whlch Bernsteln felt Clark to be

: "lmka;lq Aoonamuve,' Clark agreed to ascept 25,oqo "
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|‘H' i ; ’y ;-. X! Socohd. in nn.rly ﬂeptc.mber krﬁatdiﬁ“rlew to }ﬁague, '-} ."‘:y
"f"‘ < *Iith uclhrnex'g. approval, in an attempt to pel?suedﬁ th‘ &% gil
e ::' g 4 Ict;qchoslovnl‘lan gove-mwmt to take gome of 'the Pollm .m.;, v o ¥ :‘
IR Jews. into’ taeir country cm ‘a temporary' basis: 'I‘htet socd } - ’*\Jj
L" Vi genera,l even put & small Amerlcan plane at Wis Advtso.:r) v L |
'..  " disposal. Smae fHe Kislce pogrom the Jews had been' ‘-*
B pouring through the land of Themas Misaryk/apd Eduerd

Benes B,t“-'ihé rate of & bhoueand per ds.j?'.‘ Hn;r Bemtq"?l":-

A ' Hoped tc induce Premier Element Gottwald to accept 10, 000 !

P pergseutees ‘inte;Czscndslovakia until Palest*m op@ed np_

Wy ) for furbher mimtion.m‘? R o ‘ _

;f:l ) g, 04 5 g;e miser on Jewish Affalm found Go!:twﬁld; $o be | £

::' R OT ' an ﬁnupreaﬁiva pgrsomlit;, rauher 1ike Prime ﬁlméérée.md

. “ 35 _‘enom-nm-auam of Peland, At‘!'lee of ‘Frpisnd auqﬁﬂ :spe:

'a&fhly. as!.l nf'm he had either met berm: ptl.‘ .
, ¥

.-' Lt ) -




' goverfRE to prevenmt thex from allowing ‘the Jews Yo move

4 ¥ _ through the ‘comatry. Iis goverment had régisted these
‘ pressures, BuUf when the two men filmally ddscussed the o
purpose for which the Anerloag 22bb1 had come to Prague, . 0
the 1eftist Prime Minlster of what had formerly besn one .

of the most I.Lberal, democratic redublics in a1l of Burcpe

informed hlm that the Jews could ke given femporary shelter

in Czeshosloval caly if someone would guarantees the

S
govermment That after a pre-arranged perisd of time they
would be remoyved,  Bermstein wms greatly dlsappointed,
Here wgs a country -- which had recently expelled millions
of Germansiend which was short of labor -- completely
1mz-r1111n¢:; te give 10,000 Jewish refugees a provisicnal
one unleﬂ-' gome otanr prganizaticn or natlion would

109 : - v
gusrantee to evaguate them,

“ In tuis matbter as 1A She horder situatiom the
Adviser (wmﬂi;ig Theater Comuunder extremely |

’ %‘1 wgu}% revealed: to MeNarney . pa

wish DePo's u

) _W.h{ 's notice.
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the EBEuropesn Exscutive Council of the Arerlecan Joing

Diastribution Committee in Pariz, wileh contained & telegram

from Israsl Jucﬁbsow, the directer of JOINT ‘operations in

Prnsﬁe. It contained informatiocn pertaining to Jacobson's
"nost recent diseussions with the Czechoslovek Coverrment .

s 12
on the proposal to admit 10,000 refugees to Shat country™y

Prime Minlster replied regardi rnstein
s negotviations for McNarney accomodatiole ten thousand
Jeéwlish refugees from Poland until rney able
he | tkhem stop reply guote the office of the Prime
ster finds no objection to temporarily putting
"t mp ten thousend Jews from Poland iniGzechoslovakia
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Ware preseing the ISR !on swveronment o deny the uprecled

- Jews sdmlesion fnto tieir country. Agein Sritain¥e

o repregenbabives advanced She crguncnt SUAt an lnevesred

number Oof Wondah BeP.'s in I iy would ralss the griggure

\ .
5 et ~ L ~ 1 X
Ut apaxrt from © i oppesl N the British
- - % ..- - s b=V - * - » L R Ll .
governasnt the p: ! : 3B : g Pive. ngjor
2 it
Tong® N
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M. r* de ki p faimes 17 ah , T - i~
Chlel Bf BUafl on Septexber 13, 19%L, thec fay after his

réeturn To PrankTort from hAls Ttullan vigit of Septemler 9

194¢ to september 12, 1986, the Jewik: Advizer gave the o

mll&fmg Paa.aana f‘or the stalemated negsctiatclionsgt

M th its cakle ~r 1% L‘.zgust: 1046, he

tpe setblement of 50, wish B
w5 regerded *‘*ere as so 1% 1

Bk, an llght of tie poverty of
'muetion and imminent witheé
ot to warrant serious 0o
therc way = cable from the

211G, aﬁttlamq;
' .

rican mi)




and & eolossal imperding H111 8 reparetisnz,
& Pagnlt I found thnt, apart from the Italian Jewlsh
groups who were sdvoesting the plan and the ' United
States Charge d'affelrcs g Sonoreblie_David N. Key,
aosighed fé the American bassy, ?nma'T who, asting
undepr Stater Departmsabldastructions, wee conducti: g
imogolgations on its behslf, 211 octher important
elements secmed hostlle to 1%, includiag the

United States and :’l‘cd militery, the British
uovel'mer.-. U"q*. in Lerms .-:‘ mctl-.].’ thtﬁ
Itallan & Jevar11*f--11k

In the light of thuse Aifflcultics the Jewish Adviser
and t";ﬁ Jewlen groups agreed to concentrale om the August
pr'J"aral of the 3tate Depariment recommending the
rasettlement of 25,000 Jews in Ttaly from Austria. Even
this plamdms eventudlly to meet defeat, due in part,
accofding to Bermstein, tc the fallure of Jewlsh rellef
egencies such as JOINT "to malke commitmente concerning
the care amd feedi.zg, Df these pccple."li?m a letter to

Jbsﬁph-eh H?unn, the sxecutive vise-chalrman of JDIE!'#
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e ITvew of hias on iﬁlebts-r’ nets ‘tc JORNT hr the oo

bhey had given him dn the past in hils Flelel capucity

as Jewiny Afviser and which cnoperatic .." they would continue
=0 1?” ‘nw the ‘r“"‘ it 1; !10 1--.;‘- ] A" l-le a1 1t}“ ng E»‘K! ’q

dedledted effot»s of ‘the opersiionts lan dexrsh iy and “ha

\ Jen in ‘the fMeld to save and rezettle 1nter'-\ea.';1-':-“_u'? Jawlys

Yet he Mas'Indipgnaat and ever thraataned JOINT at tnig Tlue
! Tosrr haganugs 1% gsegmed to him 5o urgent that they sheuld find a
L3
| wey S0 afffee Sto supphrt these people coming out of Poland

| by sending thes 6o .Jtaly «- & staging area for direot
118
novenent o MAestlae, Thersfore 1t dc understundable
| A
l ) - :
| vhy Barnsfein®s mlasive to Jeseph Ayman brlstled. Speaking

to the point he warned,

aseyon willsmnderstanc the day to dsy urgsncy
of these problems, tha 1nc*ﬁasim_, Frescure on the -
Se Army, and £he obvicus negesslty for a th 0T OUgSh- -
oing program of Jewlsh cooperasici. You will realisze, L
trust, taat the U.8., Aray is the only firiln 2
%8 have th Purope; that, i thc Army sh
mhlhl‘m‘ﬂmish program, the 3* t.xs.tt_

Qh saould move respons
Le help and to muke extrac



the amm'prdm of resetbling Jeus thrcughon&*

as inw
laboras

direnses of the. situetlon, bubt he was got & man to 'ﬂu&_,

punches* ‘unless the sivuetion 4id, in truth, call for tuem.
Thus hé went on te inforam Hyms o,

At prasert:, I ez soXry to state, those officers

in USPEL. Beadgos o g arc closest to the DaP.
provlem do act heve & g,.u_‘.ltrlv :igh. regazrd Tor
JoC. In tals presont caer_oucy, -.!f'--_-..._ rhlel

have been telling the Arzy that the aceep ta: ca o“ tie
Polish Jewish “ﬁf zezs mabter of q,’_ or ’=L%h,
tnu ocnstent rofrain i= 'Hhcre is JDE? What 1s3.9DC
4*'&;?' Tn thege m rey oOC 15 Jewry and,y ¥hen all
that JDC.affers is ne t commits zents, but excuses and
rationallizationa 1 & qugf'"_;'gq" reaffirmetion

of BBCdbll»Aed greceaeh,u, nere 1s the inevitable
tendeney for the Arny &us u,i“’-; to feel that the
Jews are smely dumpi ne, the Ha'blc.; an the Aray.
Although I havé tried to _.;,gv- the 1uterests of

JDC in these current nogotiatlons, the truth of its
lack @ sctive coopsration must inevitably become
knowm . and will result in a further deterioration in
its position vis-g-vis the Aray.l120

Here, ‘of Courso;, Rnbbi Bernstein was rceferring not.

ouly to the ou‘biaed oﬁ‘orn of Himsglf and the Jewish
oranntﬁt‘;cna to congrmto anish DsP,'s in Italy, but te

14

'Ti LT A 4',.

ghnr& !urnpe. Byt dcopite external &

‘ﬂl!" S8 i
L meak s ‘e wioldlngly cont!.nned in his
‘nah tuie Theg L el Ly
~ This led him along several pnth.. 18 )
w.u."uu TR m ;
: rdie had originally rafuaﬂl a:up

R s

s of és,ooo Jews in
gimp

TertEs Qa
‘ tﬁtei.wa of t:ba Jewlsk
' ¢ 4labEvey
nd mhsequently he m

= A8 —j_,, oL L2s “

B W
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dn thelr nation, As late as April 145 1947, the &
Adviser sme to write Leavitt, who had new replaced the
retired Hymen as the execntive vice-chalrmen of the JDC,

of his disappointsfent over that .gency's fallure to
initiate nla;zs to resettle 10,000 Jewish DiF.'s in Itély
(by. this time it wms apparcnt that 1;1b accordance wilth
"NREA's. ectablished procedurcs 1o more than thet number

e could poassibly be brought into the existing cagps and

installatious)s DThis cor-r-:rpc.nrig we egain showed Bernstein
to be indignant with JOINT. Concerning the mgtter of
finances he advised Lesviit that N

-
| Any project is a good investment which talkes our
peeple_nul of Germany-Ausirla, Certalnly, this
iz t™e in fexrms of demoralizaticn whlch proceeds
apace here and may become catustropinlc next winters
It is, also, true 4N terms of dollars and cénts,
In Italy, peoplc move one Hers, they remain
t:ﬂofiniﬂlﬁl'- You cannot compalre costs on &
th tc month basis, Any Jew whe remains .,I.n
"L Germany will represent a growing and infefin
cogt to ms. Pacing reduced public rescure
Y nbﬁhm ) spend more on eech individusl 18
here. thla did ia the past. Much of the i .
Aﬂ‘w 500. dowm the dretin, God alone
W cm for survival and hmt

tancos and p:wsmﬁun,r
_thmush: the :




,direcsly éoLLigutennn: Geners1 Sir Frederiek Dv Moz
Suprene Allicd Commarder of the M 11texrsnean Porces; and
to the United States stoff of t.c Nediterpamesn Theater of

OPBr%onsﬁc back gll Act9mpes to ;'c;:eettlx- Jevish DiFe"s
13 ecampe in the country. It was Berastein's opinion "that
J . thils a.ppea;éllqul'latud wisitever military coppesition had
‘exigted,® A% the same tlue e et with Sum Keeny, divector
e of, the UNRRASizsion in Ttaly, znd hls staff. Reeay was
tiae men Who 1nforaed Rim tias the additlon of 10,000
JewisH refugess &n their exaps, insleaud of 25,000 would 4
be a rveallsgtic und feasible wiew under ti-.-@.— circ'mata.noes.ifu s
| The consent of the Itulicsn governmest was still neceasar;lr
iy thc‘apé'ra.'tbn wno to be a successs To accomplls‘r.
VigPboa =

that purpose. Bern sts@nmet el th Vitr.erio Zoppi,"ﬁh&tf of
the rguuc.al Bureau of, the Ttalien Goveriment. meﬁm I

,@f _"
Nﬂ'-mml mpathe:ic attitude toward the problens

A

h}r amoatias- _He told 5

; hix!spgavermant that ev




The highlight of Berastein's Itallea vieit coavr
on we&;;;:lsm morning, Sentember 11, 1966, when ne was given
z pi‘iwt_;g éuﬁiéliﬁﬂ with Pope Filus XIIJa‘!‘: ﬁas’tel Gandolfo,
the papel gn.m:ir residences 11The Rabbi later called hle
f.:rhy-mlnufé"1’:139-.1:"\.*11’:.'.‘, in whlch ?‘ue;' Alzcunsed the

;a‘u'f.l.iﬁri sbsaning froa tho rec uz ceace of e..ﬂ“i-sezllu-s*n
iz

“An Poland, a ¥satiefying talk.® This 13 hoy he described

its s
» 1 v d

ook Wazs almogh. talten off _i;,.:‘:}. by~Lhe Anformality
cf the prosecdings. Behind a small desk gat awhlte-
rched man wWho ross as I came forwmard and offered hig
hands Waleh I shooke Thils was sc informal snd seemed
tc Be on such & man-to-man baals t;.s‘.., for an instent,
I mgit that he must be the sacrumz‘,{ to the Pope.
HowaveX, I I‘t:\l;..dd guickly tuat I wasg in the presence
of the head of the Catholie Churoch.

during this perlod his summer holiday 2@
indleabad tha t hs o dered the purpoge of
,¥iait as Important. He had heen informed thst -I,u
advisaer. to eral MoNarney and General m on |
ﬁmﬁgrpmo 4 AL 3

ad, ajap“ec_»tlon f'ar khﬂ' ol

woodd tald me Lthat 1: does grant 'liuporba? sudiences




| pogrom. He sald thnl the pogrom Nas *dresdfuls i E
. $hat the Chureh had condemned sue viclence,*

3 T replied that & genersl pondemnatlon of viclence
would net meet the '*;v_~ needs of the crucial situation
in Poland, that there ought to be issued oan the part
of the Churchsand partisulerly the Pelish Hierarchy,
a4 apecific condemmatlionof ;v*‘-SeJE.i"m. A~

«eeHe regpondad that the Church ltse

aireiculty in Poland nnd that Catholics are belung

persscuted by the present goverament. '"They too,

do not ﬁav. frecdom from fear,' he sn&d, irn the words
of the a“ antic Che 1:¢1....'e commented on the hostlle

~ at Atude of the Sovict government and its set=llites,

oW VAR you ¥mow,' he s2id, using Mr. Churchill's
{p an iron curtain around Poland, uud
communicatiocn wilth the H!erérchg is very difficult.’
Hbverthqlesc, hﬁ gesured me at he would find a way
to communieate witih the Cat;.‘tc authorities in
Polapd, inetru 0‘11. tham to teke positive action
| sgatnet anti-Ssmitisn in that country.

phrase, ‘there

T theh proceeded to the imuediate purpose of .
ny visit o Ttalys namely, the temporary settlemernt
in that country of J& substantisl number of_J Polish
Jewlizh refupces o await thelr ultimate regettlement
elaewhare....r ook the liberty of suggesting that - T
“he might be helpful in Influencing the Itallan
gﬁta!ﬁﬂbnt teward & favorable conelderatiqn of this,

; ;;:gpﬁtm_ e: then agreed to get in touch with Ehe

roment for this purpose.

i tams We went on to e general dlscuselon of
. of ‘hnae.#' ewlsh.displaced persons,. He Sug
58%-of them might Dde mtle&

ch, in his judgnment, was

, I reminded h

3 for hin'kindalcl
‘He aﬁﬁﬁm

i%! élllﬁf
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Th tis officislymencrandun of September 1k, 1946,

T L e iy |y TR -
- 'mim. he mmmrimm Hig tnkexvizy withpopd Fius XIT O
G m:ﬁh.r"t- Earmstﬂi“ mentioned ho Jdeep) favorsble h st s
! impresstion the gf-**.‘-.‘;irf ned. mads . him e Ao he truseed.
J Myt A . 5
the hedd of Phe Catliolic Chuxen © tmplencat His ,rmn*- Ee
e had no Way Of koowing, ol course, what T cisely the
\ -~ . ’ 1 {
-l 414 do ss he CVeE rek ! A 9 Howaver, the 1
. Jewigh Advis had T on T s1teve Pldg XIT Nad"kePt :
S A
hia werd, for aegiest poT & Poland “1naieuted ‘
4 i
thnt Jewileh harzssment subsided. Te alsc forméa nis
Phestar Commandar Shal, follewlng ° dvice 4 the Zeting '
| Papal SeclEary of State -- who Had spoken on the gubJjOcs n
- Sappeteints audlsncs to Franklin G, Gowen, Assistant
L
to the Sonoradle Myron B Taylcr, the personal reépregentative

£l g -
of the President of She Unlted Stotec of Arericza to his
331!.;?3" ths Pdps -- -ﬂ” = "dectidod not to pFivE pﬁﬁﬁéiﬁ'
$ 50T a-
'bhi tmo spectf‘c commitmests ®o !‘.h&
Aklaﬂ lest a 'hast:i' &nnc.moe.‘-:..: of the Pope®
sadvantage papsl, ef? “_r-s 12, Tkl

m rmermsmu »“.



.1&.*
informing him. of his efforts to perBnade French Prosfdent ‘i
Biasult to huve HiE ocountry acecept 10,000 Jewish D.P.'s. |
Bidault had been sympathetic, but, as of September 85 1046,
not ahsinw&e Pol;sh refugee ‘b4 reached Paris., Pherefore, i |
in his letted to Hyman of tae JDC, written on that eame
38y, Berngtein had reécommended that the New York headgusrters
inastruct their Paric office to undertake whatever profject . {
was ﬂ(opssary to actomplish the movahent of JQWQ intc Prance,
Ag the French auté?*it*eq had alse shown some recepbivity
to adnltting 5000 moere Polish Jews lnto: theilr zone of Germany,
the Jewlgh Advigey suggeszted additionally that JOINT*s

Paris office nesotlate a.positive program which would

in some ‘measurchirelievs the zovernmment of France 6f the

) : 129

financlal burdens itnvolved in csuach an enterprises - ¥
Apparently JCINT listened to him pecause on Séptetber 25,
5946;ﬂﬁhmnﬁtei&:éould tell Teuple B'rith Kodeshgwl | the
pulﬁzgt'L IWEE Aenc;T . "

Gnhﬂﬁaﬁﬂﬁa*ﬁt gecured témperary visas'for a large

numbe from Poland. They are toc be -,qgérted
Rl 8 hay san be moved to their ultimate

ﬁestin&tien. ‘Similar arrangements dare bai%%e ade
”mmﬁ__.__ 1 mm ‘and’ Sweden,130° ' x
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UNMIRA, the Cnitad 3W&tis Army, and the Norweglan 'ovt“*:ﬂ".“.

PBernctelin found Morway's hospltable attitude towards
acteptance of tiue Jewish D.P,'s unlque among the wvaricur

countries he hed been deallipg with in

pe. During the

. g ~d

fortheonming terrible winter of 1°46-1947, when he Eraveled
up and down the continent trylng tec peddle his unwanted
pecple == wWith wvery poor results -- tc any naticn that
tould offex-€ 1 a tenm J e, The onl c u"'_::; t t

pened up 1 doots to e Vorway. The Rorweglans

1d the rere read tc rep C t A Le=Val o 480 \J
population destroysd by the Nazls, That populaticn was, J
of courss; Just a few thousand, so that, whills their

assistanse was apprecisted, it 4id not alleviate the tarrible
pressures on the United States Army to continue to house,

fecd and clothe approximately 165,000 Jewish DeP.'s in the ~
Arerlcan zones of Germany =an ustris, Unforfunately the

world had wrned xenophoblic,

Rabbl Bernstein returnéd to the United States on

Sapteubarllﬁi 19&6;'to tell Anericans, Jews and Gentiles

\ alike, as well a; the State Department and the President
of the terrible condlitions the Jews were facing in autitute, ’

p m-glv?ﬂl Burope. He also came back to be with his r"

\ !lnil; and eonsregstion and to ask th "iiet‘hﬂi'g %
Jete his dutles in Germany as Ge . :
J .,. Bbi:stospendonemtl&_ ‘Bhi.l
e inhﬁ'n.lng to his Job as Mlm’im

.

»
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Law and order in Cermr - :
perzone pragented diffienlt ; dlem
.
Landgbers had demonstrated the nece
T % - . o e
Jewsy living 1ln the midat of hogt

with protections.

peocple chose, though

mp& .

|
| ecomaunitlies,

Only oge-fi?t"

Conseguentl
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o1

Mo
18

them eleected %o

The reason for this patterfly according to

Berniibin, we 2 the ubiguitous

”

lghty percent of ‘the

ant 1—5em1t?sm of the Geraan
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peopisinbhe post-usr bra, !_9 countliss documents )L, n
written during hig fificen w.uths of service .as Jewish
" Adviger, he coam.enhad gn thigifact. ‘..ie:;soori.‘g At In
his "Final Report® to the Seoretary of the Army, Royall,
in Augushs 1942, he :;:;*.:‘_,

It 13 the opiniorn of most chservers, confirmed

Dy My omt experience, tliat the Jermans bltterly
. rosent the prﬁ*c..ee of Displ=ced Jexs ‘fz-. tk o-L ""l' igts

Cnly = 'stident or abnornzl social psychistirg ald

explain the ,e;. verss oconvolubtlons in the ﬂtirus o"‘ |

the Germatis, W “fer kaving decimated the JTey |
S 2 - oA l“ = ol e et !

stolen and dest r‘ ed theilr posseesions, de r'r._'.'p_d

thon of Fhetr ““..l %5, driven them from thelr homes, |

new bleme them for the Cermans' privaticns. « Never-

*:'_'.-:1.’,-'_*.:, 1‘_. is & fuot thzl the GCermans do blame these

a
Jewish D.P.'s for the c‘.r:‘;-._"-.“. shortages of housirs
- 1

*"‘ od, elathing, and f'u Phat Bhis haz no Bagis
in f‘.c.ﬁc“ nct r’"‘“w‘b those “.4&.— .‘gu’l".- are Jet..nl"?o
l B ECE &"'ﬁ . -{Cf"’ .&& Al" Y S '?l:.ﬁ. aof Gar mel -"',:t i..;e"'

[Ehe taseimating restricted repors entitled "Ant
Semitisw Ih the American Zone," published an "rch
3, 1"’4'?, by the Opinlon Surveys Tea J.qu.ur r‘rsj
dndicate that six culbl of every 'ten Germnne would
Lgondons overt acts a;a.'ma.. the Jews. Until the
pregent time Thé Aray has ,.et ty well kept such
actz under contrel., . But dn the cemps and citles,
was a.re rs.parb.mb gharper tensions, abuse in publle
ohes of Nazl auz..._,.,, a1 oecaslonel Toi
lfindcw of a-Jewish home. With
Fs I predict that the withdrawals
eos would again lead to pogroms,
) withdrawal until the m* "
,. as 311 or t‘mm nlslﬂ to da.

r(‘-

mmyort' to Hoyall rai‘lm; e
lhioh the J’tu or Ge ‘ gy
a ile - 1 F-\_il

d. On another oqpuio

tim OF
36 not regret ﬁa

R
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L4 bk Gérmsns are cynico 1 ' Qsaerb;wa. h dsflant t}f i

wh.ioh somet!.:ma $hey nask in on srrogant #yeophanny

. 4

- ' fven the Christian leaderskip >f the defeated country

century 414 11&&1? tb effect a post-wer moral regenerstien

-
.

'I e TRl i r. ] :
;' 4 hich hed smbarked osn two world wars 10 Hhe twentleth e
aaong ths nationts sevanty mi11liom inkebltants, Bermstelin

l' hed an 1ntnro..:—:t1n; expericuce in Augusty 1947, which
} bastifled to their lack of remor-. for what hed heon

done Auring the wer, A trip up the Rhine on Hitler's
yacht had beem srranged for hiw an? Judge Louls E.°
Levinthal == the fine publlic servant and outstan@ing Jew
} who tock time off from his responsibilitles on the "hench"
}' | in Philadelphia to cucceed Bernstein as Jewlsh Adviser in '
early Augﬁst, 1947, They were to accompany & group of .
*

Amertcan clergymen who had com: over to make contact with

the German olergy. .After sating 2t a little village in the ~ 8

wine oountﬁy, the Chrlf.stian glerzy made speeches. ,.50'51'5 . ] .1 r

Jews wera struek by the fach that the Germans wh
- LAV BE u—m

The nlpr;g, inste of t‘xlkin,:_'; ahout thelr :ruut
yowleeabers hed jo b z " i‘m ™

responsibility, were ow;lalnlns gbout mt the &1 .

i ARBSiocq zum - A .

done to tmu- o Ghey mada req: msts for waat tw

At S war Yot e sl

ded and M TRl rost of ihe olbRlAe W

Aav "ﬁéﬂ é"‘mf‘;;e’:-l&iz frie

’ n b : ‘f

- “}q 5B m :
' e& of tha German
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responsibilities in Burcpe.® 7et the Aray ylelded %o
-

the presour® ‘exerted on them bv the Unitad States Congress,

whose meabers had in tzrri'; beeh gwayed By th
' 142 :
the Americsh taxpagers. Substantial numbers of nen Whe hed

g

1r constituents,

\ fought the war returned home, Thev were replaced, in part,.
by ' group’ of ‘eighteen- and nincteen-year-sid youngsters
, Who had no o’tléntztian on the purposes of thi"ﬂiﬁ‘f!ﬂﬁ
had no reel knowledre of vhat he Mazis E.B&nefé&!"_ﬁtm
J “}’"*"Iﬁﬁ"?ery éasily allured By théQHerltﬁiEHf
‘the ‘Bermans #84 their sxterwal virtics, gnd whe wede

attracted by the hospitality and ssduction of the German
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regquest of Cemeral Heubrner who had invited to his home

the raaking officers ¢f tae Eurcpean Commend, he gave a

.

lecture on Jewlsh history snd Jewich preblems; he interpreted
for them the thinking, the needs and the emotions of the
displaced Jewa. Later he was to call thle discusesion

the most imteresting and important class of is type he

had ever held 4in hils life. It was an eye-‘mr for the

generals becauee they did EOt peseess evell an elementary.
145
kmowledgesof Jewlsh lifes At the game bime Bérhstein
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' chaplains provided
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& } .
dud Wer Dapartments as well as the Jawlsh ageneiea, t:"

he agXed the Theater Conmmander for peraidsion to bring over
& prominent Jewish cttoruney, =omcone who would represent the
major Jewlsh sroups, to act on the problag of restitubion,

!

Jernstein Was surprised to 10l a pood deel of vrastsbarcs

to hls 1den, It orde not so mich from MoNarney gs from

. his military edvisers snd the Stote ahd War Departments in
Washi eton, There was gouhtht 2 about the ldea of n Jewicsh
S~ lawyer ot Ang over and lookir g into things whickK thege

quarters gsecmed to think would lead to troubles However,

1 after various dslays snd aifficulties and after the Jewish

Adviser gganneled hig eoncern to the anericen Jewxish grou

xerted pressure on the White Bouse and on the St

] ¢ on the ite Bouse & nte
|
' Department in Washington, an attorney by the name of :

Max Tﬂm-"t?'al’ vwas selested and aporoved wnanimeusly by
140

all parties, L.
Inwenthni, a prcnlnent New York corporation ﬂl&"
buginess lamr whe had fomerlr been aecoeinbad iR
.mdga Nllan Mk &ngd Robert Szold, hod conzlderable
cxperience’ wlth econmomic problem=s, WHe alsme had bheen the
\ council for tha Truman Commission when Harry Truman was a

Senator m""m war and -inttry n:pémi turess He L4

e .-mbu.tl e
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choxdties were ably assisted Db e varicus sfoular,

internallonmal relief organizebtlonc whlcoh either wNare i9.
existence, o came intoc or out of exiztenca ia the years
1346-1547. Bernstein ;Uﬂmmr13u: hig impresstons of rthese
agencies in his revert to the Secratary of. the th; RBoyall,
in August, 1947, shen he s=ids

UNB3A provided a necesgsary service mith &
reasonable degfee of satisfaction. The Army was 1,
wise in WtiliZing th 1§ international _ » i
humanltarian agenecy to adninister ¢ o/ CREDS.
The Army had nelther the prepavaty T thepersonnel

thls specialized function. At ‘hedght of - .
astivi UNRBA had four thousand employees operating
- Gex ssoParticularly in the of operation

RA service was good and helpful,




4 N
LR .v. -
. e - - ™ = 4 Tr
—t -~ i 1
-
L 2 - - - L - -~ 4
+ 2 8 - 1
A 4 o= - | LIS - ~ = 4 gy
- . = -
L
L Ll ® . SRR |
Eon e § emlsd v )
= b A £ T 4 =
~ 1 L 1 - - ' -
o - <
L1 =t £ o P
> . o s« =k - ¥
{ ear, 198G,
o oo 4
1 B ad o e - .
S re._ = X . 3
. LI
- e vahr 7 -5 - " b
- & i . - - L
] -
A ey - 3 - 3 | =
b - . - " ¥
-~ -~
.
e -
&= - s — S
\ . -k -
|
. - - P

i1 the sarly da-s of liberat!
special, though more limited,

pesscd,153

o * ' = LT ta
¥ . b
19 P A=) Y s =
- iRyl « 1
L ~ . . .
b A - T A —
- e oo - J
-1 - T ' '
1 %Y ™
- - .
]
S mad 4= - . e v . 4%
- 7o =ne
& 10oh b
. ’ AR
- "~ T AN - o
. & - ~
-~ e 3 P
e e —
- ekl Peien o
% 5. B ik 907
s - ]
o =
- ~ 4
- - = S " Snus
o= .
- v
% A — p
s b1 ~ -
)
. 1a iy Elags
' d WK
* - X T

rogran of 'ussfulness,

clothineg, anenitles

1d relizious eguliptent,
; e

T " L o N
nly participate
Tor ~ "‘ T - ™ 41 "
WO e - - - 4
el t sl s "~
o W - L l"‘ i il C L
3 o

4
1
¢ |
.
3

=ticon services.

ynduched cupational

chapla in the

»red yegmen service

orn,; coftintied to render
services g3 time
-

gy




= ]!E'[

.' . . » ﬁl_l-
Mne Tast sPzanization which Serasteln u&lﬁﬂ&

/ Wiz Taport to the Seerctary of Yar was the Central Committee
of Liberated Jews. Thic wne an sgency, working with the
arny for ﬁh& melfare and rnrf“‘11tq91;n of Jewish D.,P.'s
in the' bﬁitﬂd Stotes Occupicd Zone of Sermany, offwhich

the Jewish Advizer wus perticnlarly prouvd, FPounded on
June “15; 71985, "through th- initiative of Chaplain Abraliam
Je Xlaygner and thé 4&isplaced Jews themselves, General
MoRarney thad given the ‘Central Committee official recognition
on Sepfﬁgﬁer 7y 1086, Derrstcin was in part responsible
for MeNarney's decisicn. Througheut the summer of 1986,
| he had BEed 211 of Riz taflucncc with the Thedber Commanuder
to Make him reallze the necessity of this aet. Despite
pppositicn of aonsldarablc proportions from the Amerisen -
| muitury comuand in Germany to any deerec whleh ﬁom g
| iﬁwn oftioial 133&1 status to the dlaplaeed Jiwa, ﬁi?ussaun
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ai‘ hst!b&vi:eﬂl significance, Wou, in ‘ﬁ\e very eoumtry |

2 .il_'_l witeN' Mitder had declared lic w..u.ld ‘@estroy Jewry férever,
. there ' was -an orpanized, racosnized Taud sk communitys Seeccnd,
1t was of endrmcus,poritive yalue to glve legal dtatés Lo
the @8rntra) @ommittes bBroause 15 rostored the'r falth
in theaselves, Though thelir recogaitlion was limited in
i > that Germany was a land of cccupatlon and rot a free country;
_ Though tihe Jewish DiP.'s erc not tecohnically fres men But
R -~
temporaglily awaiting resctileusnt whlle under tife care.of
i the Arxmyy ther new had & feell g of cosdusting thelrsown
affairse Thisiwes o grezt sitep forward, .On amfefficial
| level tA@Tewish D.P.%s, through the Central Committes,
+
had &1 outlet for relsasing thelr penteup snergy aad .
frugtrations to the Avmys O the local level tue Jewtah

DePs's democratically eleeted ths meabers of thelr eaﬁn e
m&ecs wilen Inburn designated’ thaelr dCIBWaa_ﬁw ; L 3
regional commifbess .and £1a:11y to bhe Central
W‘hﬂ-ﬂma;.;nt ing the 5_,»@,&31 =
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Bl tough politiclans who used thelr power to further thdgsclves.

ko : In s& far ag ‘they had partial ?cOﬂﬂﬂﬂc control of life

in the camps -= the Central Commitiec was permitted
eventuallg to take over vaPiows phases of JOINT's and

NRAAYs: admlri"trﬁt‘ae and relief activitie g suich &z the

\ diztribution of food, clcthling and éﬁ‘eral supplies ==
ungerupulous individuals were able £o profit in the BHlacke
e market Cermsany ecenomy. But whan 1t 1s remembered, as
Bernstein 358“3754, that the blaok market wes omnipresent
in ‘Germany &€ that time; that 1t wae worge dmong the
Germans than among any cther group living in the land,
’ criticiam of the marginal 1llegitimate activity ¢f a
stell percentage of the Jewish dizplaced persons was'
i anjustified, On the whole, thercsfore, the Jewish Adviser
L) ooq;idefeﬂ-ﬁhe'creation of and thc legal recognition given
. - e central Comnittee of Liberatﬁd Tews to be ‘i\ '
' aanmum &vent. e .

handle tense ‘uim *'l!l : "

9
e sl



a highly organized political apparatus maleh
employeds«. «about 1,000 persons in 1ts various
burszus. Ab first the various committees were
chogen, regardless of party affillation, Most
of ‘the top leadership seemed to-be of Lithuanian
descenb. In time,~aid reflecting the heightened
_Zionist tensions, party aligmments played a greater
Poless At the Congress of Liberated Jews in February,
1947 the Central Committee was elected entirely
on a party basis., Tue Zionist parties,” reflecting
" . the structure of Palestlne politics, were: Hashomer
: Hatzair, both branches of' the Poale Zlon, Pechach, 158
2 Mizrachi, .Genersl Zionists, Revislionlsts and Aguda.

= With the passage of time conditions in the -DeP.
camps tsnded to ndrmalize.' This led the displaced Jews
to underteke remarkable culturasl and rellglous programs, g !
Frequently the people attended lectures and concerts
givenleiﬁher by themselves or visiting celebrities, _
often they established their ouwn pecple's universitles, ja;b;l
Even theatrical zroups were founded. 3 a i
/;?;hepqtﬂisﬁ Adviser igdicated that not &llkof tg§_:, Ly,
people were interested in relig&o-’n. In this mespdct '\
' \wery muoh 1ike any nomal community
¢ ¢ 3 wz __1nsti€t%tion's GQL{I%:} oy
satigne of :§eary) PiBiidants o
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.o f'iraasnbes off J’ewish cultml‘ ob}nc&w '-'};-:_._-; "
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_the Ma had frag,uen*ly pmserveq ?oz* fn&ir‘ﬂén’ »!'quy.l.
g Ly ARy g -

R ‘ﬂbn 1ike urrea Risenvers: - er,é’ Fe u&‘“

¥

npoatleg»be mwi i @hels Sesltism m establhmd and ,r’

'auectnd tha qo-callcd Reseafon Instichte ow Tesishy;
E‘robfaas '(Instl tut ‘zur ‘:‘rf‘crschw.-i_m"} IJ'ndé::f:'-ugtI,__ ﬁ'-
at ?j‘ahld‘urtfgm Ma in for, the speoifis .;.surpc-rn ot prb"ri.d' |
a p;ew-soieutir"o 'hsns‘" for u.'z‘oi %Rfu nr“pe.sﬁmh

had-hw 1{:t1nsly epabled the Avuy, to expxopria.ﬁe lm.ga o
sack=e of Jewd ch rf*l}.gloua ocolf‘c and c.ul tural cbjc‘dh* lhm

.;t-
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A
._1:11‘ Advizer's ‘Lf!l.:l.gi‘lt' n, even though he knew he iﬂ, 2 )
the Jewlsh agencisg would have to exert tragendous
gressura on the APmy to lssue eritically needed supplice
of paper-and printing originallr Ludgeted for the Germins,
The Nmu& had heen singled out as & special aobjest of

German venom end hatred. How, if the American milltary

\
«+  authoritiesragreed to autnorlze lts publleation by 'the
E Jewish DeBe'3y Bermstcin felt thls would be & tremendous
geatwe to Jewish tradition. Not oaly would tiils act
indloate & measure of spiritusl jJustlce, but 16 would be
a reaffirmation of the Jewlsin apirituzl will to live, ar
| Cc_;:equeaﬁ{y ire went to Melerney and got his offleial

gondeniTor the project. Arrangenents were made for
seouring paper and primbiag. Technicel implementation
W offercd by and socepbed from the JOC, whlch p!layeb

w extire proan.;agiw Flaslly, on
JET sy Snedi spoke for &ll they ah
| iy s ol 1*"
i - ) a sﬂh forts of the 4
' _

Ebi Dr. Philip Bernsted
'_ emut;in o_
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on In Egrépe_;m_,ggg tc complote his fasiks i 4
After th& goaclusicn of the [ligh Heiydaye in ecrly

cetober, the Jewish Adviser wcub bo Washingteon.  In. the 1
: |
nation's capital Me had nignidevel coaferences with |

; —~

L}
Acting Secreafery of State acheson and ascistant Scerebary ‘
of 3tate H1llawMing. He mel wlta Seeretary of War Patierson

= ' A ¢ » T b= Tl | L \ " .
and Asszistant Secretary ol Jor Feterzon. He conferred

Directsr Genersl Ls Guard!l i UlREA. Bernstaln

resenta@d all of tiese men, dlrectly ?uﬁgunslbf; for the

United States poliey in the Occupled Zones of Germany &nd

Auztria, With lengthy, dctalled personal reportse . e found

cnem intersdbed and willing tc help improcve the trying

sonditlons of the Jewish DeP.'s In Germanye The State

Department agreed to findect & dynanic personality inta :
g 163 1

the Ammigration prograie . 5

’1‘}-0 olmga nagm ight of Bernsteln's om—mgth ,

vlal* hcne oame when hr was sumioned to the WB ' *

"y 'thh-cu&iﬁﬁau of the Presldent to :-‘Agre_

i nt desired.a ﬁ,rst-hmd xe' '

--.t.hg. Jewish d 133]4“4 gtrm- M

on t:hc Mbm

WO T VAN

Pora mm
th' fﬂﬁﬁv dviser was SoT atats tr‘mt the Fresident showed

-

»%i.‘& m talkadwj,th QBM%W
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- . W I wish %o exprage apprecistionfo
thls epportunity to glve you & direct reperts
i I had only amother minute, I would use it to thanlk
_ you, ocn behalf of tine displsced,Jews and the entire
Jewish compunity, for the polliey which kept the
a borders open for the victims of perssoution;
parcicularly in Foland,

ﬁ%l I Just ocan't undeérstand this post-war

persceutions Having suffered together at the hands
of LhE NAZ1a, ome would not expect any group to

" ) persecute another,

How ar- tie dlsplaced persons getting
along? “Are they gebtiliay zood eare?
—

T L)
. mr.;stulm Cn the whcle, the health of tae Jewish
displaced persons !'s resgonably goeds Their rations
although adequate for survival, are limited and
ACNOConousSs In . one caump, for examprle, waleh I vislted
recsatly, the menu sonsisted of the followings
\ W Breakfast <= Bread, margarines coffee,
Dinner <« A stew (sometimes with meal; most of
tae time without meat).
Suppel’ -~ Qoffee, creckers and a small plece: =
of oheese, :
: Bt That is listle enoughs - It shbul r
be permited to so below that, ; A $a;
: Bl X : ‘ ) gFe~e
- m: 45 to housins, until recently the .
housing has been reascaably satisfactory, slthous ‘
. P Wever, the swift rass influx from Pe .
* Rry for the Army to use soge e
s creatzd come AAfficulties.
| Y *d by the appropriate mil

these accomodations will
WLe over the winter, The Arm
; L Gfle T, & m %o = - iy _ o
"_ ! L e L " o :‘ 3 y
fftn n.g g-e: will, I hs
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R 15 EHSLF Swn 14nd snd on ‘bholr oW, beDaS, Mpii.'
hqx‘\lthinﬂ and dangern,
2; Tanm sor;.,, Fa’ report é.t o government in

Birope With whom I have dealt on temperary settlement
projects is prepared to gocep. tneae Jews on &

mahut bagis. v "

: E*! I can't uaﬁarutam, it. The Jews have

been mood Gitizens in the "mited States. I lntend
. to as’ir Congrésze to 11berah,e our Almulgration laws

so_as to admit morc e cople, These people

would be aseete to a .y com*;ry. I can't understand

ghe attitude that the others talke, .

T -

1 F;nsceigs The world iz =ick, Mr. ¥
™is ¥s e symptom of it,

ant I belleve you are rloht Rabbli, The
t—:srld%%om‘wﬁ

™ his White Tou

Informed the President of the overw helning desire and

e counference Bernsteln hed

1

determination of ninety p_nrcc..t of the Jewlsh D.P.'s living .1
in 'am;,~ Anex Lonn zones af o&ﬁn"pe.; on in Cefmany and Lus tris

f..

to 'é rasattled 1n klssﬂ!w Thi$ wes not a haphn

ss; it aeﬁ. en & roalistic evaluation of -
g SRt e
fagtzs, In miﬁal ae.pa.cltv as Jewish Adviseny
=R ' - By T o Y :
gd 7 met & piagle d plaucd. Jew who was snti-z,l. nig!
3 ; AT Ll iee saow A %
to enme to the United 'h‘b.
vo wen s Shwie sl
e ror the creatlion of i
”" f.l. s -




‘L e
;a-mbuw thit mat sﬂ:'r ths conclusion of the iﬁ&
World (Mar forecwarned theu of tnelr unacceptable status
ia the eyas-of tie world, and even the United States, -
though 1I'. had faestabdlic-ned $te pre-war imaigration laws,
showed 1.’031:1. '11.11“5"3'35 ts 11 beralize 1us.quotes sc that
large numbers of Jawlish D.P, 'z who wepe r!rip:inally'from
Bast Burcpemn .eountries ecould come %o its al.-arns.llge

The <Jewlsh Adviger had persondlly erpar;eﬁood thea
tragte refisal of tie Christia-. nations to open up their
doors to Jewish dmmigration. In hls nany dealings with
the va.r';\.ous governmetits of western Eurcpe and the world,
he 1mv1tab13r found Wlg attempis to resattle Jeus re Jected,

Conseguantly, in fmmumerable articles and cermons he called
atteation te ¥the heavy h.:!g;n of gullt /which 7 rests on

the Christian eamim&k”%m consclensce Wgill havc no

»

peao&mu Judatice 1is d:me to the surviving Joﬁ.:"

'ﬂha.!'. he mag ealling for, of course, was that bthe Jey
mm memiacal race polictes riow be

L e - . c _‘., cand to. MW

ﬂﬁm*mmwmm, to 1% g




-anl - &J -
pﬂfbéaﬁtat%%hg geupie, novever, would sﬁill-grefjirto go ¥ E
] 3 ? b, .
to Palestine. : '
In Bermstein's finzl officisl report ag-Jewish Adviser, -

he was toieall atbention once s aln to bhe urgeuncy end = |

Justice invelved in getting the Jewlan DeP4's out of
Germany to.a lapd of taely own choosings Thus he : ‘ ]
Inpertuned Secretary of War Zoyall in maeking one last i
effort Se fulflll whet he had coue to ccusigér his primnery
resPoneibility. bo his people -- resettlement. |

The opening. of Pelusbine bto large-scale -
Implaration fg indispeusable to the solution of the g S
D.P, prablﬂm. We will confinue to face indefinltely AR
the @B8ts and the dangers of thils ungettling eituation "
in the hearb of Purcpe "nsil they sre permitted to
"-‘Ilf&l‘ Pﬂlqu al' Th 18 _1{'..., txlElFfuI‘E., t.’].—'.u tha
U.8. Governnaﬂ», net only eut of sslf-intezest, - . » 5
for it carrisz the dapgest burden of responsibility o}
for, the D.P.'s, dmt alsc out of coasgideration for e 1
their suffering, needs and wishes, will zive 1ts .
%, |support o such m.solution of the problem of . *'. i ]
Palestine as will enable theu, Alspleced Jews ta }
7L 5o hherséi?ﬁ - 0,




O

3 ht*%‘itﬂﬁﬂd“ﬁﬂsﬂ:htﬁ suffecing poopld dn 1946-1947;
‘rm:h.;gu an offisial reprecantagive .of American
mm&d JOMTYs he lafluenced the American Theater @&mmsnd
to troat tha Jentsn DeFate #fth raspects As thelrjman
In aomrty he not only protscter Ehelr Inserssts but he

X helped ‘imuessupedly to regtore theilr Aignlty through hig.
aucceasful effarts. to obtuln legnl status Por their
degcoratdoally eluvaged body, tiz Ceuntrul Copmittes of
LivSRuted-JanE . ‘
Jecond, he dnidtiated sctlon in the Jewish groperty
raatlsut&*z pad ingernificatlon programs by bwinging to
| Geinany & qualilled sttorrey representing Americen
Jowligh interests to male recomuendations to the American
nildtazy, the State Department and the War Depersaewty = #
mgwwmm eventually bo huve tramundous bmm
effecte on both the individuals wic received
l - -ﬂ»nd on M&sﬁq«nf Israel.
m@a&; lam #a historle contribution nﬁ h u
2. Eaap

——




"nﬁﬁmm ipfiltress ong st €he Azericrn zomes and y i |
: °M!mm gountries willlng tojsecept them on's ol
't°'PQ'§!!*h!lilg By 8 e ;;a .
;ﬂ‘iﬂﬁﬁ,&éﬁ#'1uterpretgd:fh: necds snd desires @fthe
‘Jenish DsP.'s to the Army, the American gevernmental

\ autnerities, and the American =znd world Eem.uh consunity,

In tale espacity he helped tic displaced Jews to become,
= the reoipi€nts of the largest fundratsing cempaigns ever
under%.--xep. up' to 'th.at tlmé.
Fifth, he:combribnted to- the establishment of religious
and eulta_wl enterprises in the DsP, campe. Theseywere
| deeply appreclated by the dlsplaced Jewe who'had been
cut off By the Nazis from =ll costacts. wliith spiritusl .,
1ifs for such @ dongiblues Ie offered velusble assistunce
{;ﬁg,mnﬂgm,m ded,to the publiostion ot M*m
nal..*g ..,; o ' . vo 80
ifﬁthu :!-JL. '  for gt

*ut:n ne ANl
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sDue’ to thé extensive document tlgn found. hl Rabbl

Bernnicinln:.-tﬁus on'the fiftcen-monthiperiod An which
he served i’?ﬂwi;h ABvicer, the auther hae simply dseked
the time -&o-'noonatruct many 2f the significant: events
of ‘hig life betwéen October 1k, 1046, snd Angust 11, 1947,
in greatideteil; 10 at ell. I heve thcught it NSCerSAYYs
therafore, fo'outline briefly witiin the coafines of this
uhaptef several of 'tte memérable highlichts-ofi his egreer
¥hich took plate during thecse ten monthes It is my sincere
hope that Euturs mriters vwill eone doy trest. these ogcurrences
more fully, AT indeed I &a hot privileged to do so myself,
4.” “Shertly after his return to Burope,, from Detober
28, 1946, to o:rt_aber'-'--ao. 1945, Bernsteln, in the compeny
of Cheplain Priedmen, made a fleld trip to mw of the &P-

W Mequanm he reported to Mol

e Jowish DoPa 'z mwm
commended that these p
a with betver




that oity singe 1940, The Jewish Adviser ayilt;-novinsl:
of thls blessed event in his book, MQ__@MM,

34 'One of the toughes: tallks of Bernsteéin®s lifes

175

occourred an...pbrl;arv 13, 1‘5’_!:"’; when he went to England
for o conferencs with Britain's Forelmn Secretary Eranest
\ Bevin, . Overcrowded cocnditions in the D.P. camps as &
result of the vast Bumbers of newly 2dded Polish infiltrees
o and Because of tha coldest wintes in Buropean hlstory had
reduced tie doralse .of thie Jewish D.P.'s to & new lowe
The Jewish Adviser hoped to influence Bevin tc peramit
lerger nml‘%rs ef Jews to imaigrate to Palestine. [ An

| " interesting ecoount of his impreesions of this meeting

176 o4
can be:found in his paperentitled, "Bevin Says No.* -'Ir1!
4, From Mareh 31, 1947, to April, 1947, Bernstein %

met pith authorities of ghe)French government to.see . e

Af he mtrm them. to increase theii‘?Je 18
7




t g Bt _ﬂ;.:t#m Pegquest of the War dand §tete Da
Bernsteln wis flown to the Unlted Statss on Juse 5, 1907,
Lo testify before the House Suvcomulties onf Immigration
and ﬂhﬁurt%ﬂ’ph#éa in behalf Of thc Stratton Bill. Bhis
. bill pfomﬂﬂ‘ That Agerica adnit 400,000 dlsplaced PETSORE ==
\ Belia; Poles, *Jewe, Ueraintuus and Yugoglavs == over s
: four-yeay period. Denpite Be: .:Er in's aloguent testimony,
b the Strattoh Bil1l was ﬂ._-fw.u-.'r.eri.1 : 4

?'; In ‘early 'July, 1947, Bernsgtein went to Vienma,
Augtria, %o deal wibth some AilTicult problemsz whlch
arose out %’-t_hu Build up of Rowmanian Jewich infiltracs
| in that pitye He tricd to induce Cenersl Keyes, Clark's
sucaeﬂh&‘;s the Supreme Commarder of the Ameriesn Zone
o Austria, to trgas’e’ thesr Jewe into hig ;c?n_"(vtenm“

T 1 T f i £
ttsq&t was -wt ln the mm ). Keyss rafused ?a.mnteln“s > -

reqym-:pw




Adyiszer personslly visiiel these desthtube infiltrews,
flecing from ‘huz‘;&a" and subd-Sex!itica’inethelir mauiye

land, ands deaarl‘bed the Sppallin: eonditions under"waish

they NQEQ.lisiAs: _
“merc wc:g no fatiliticy to take c=re of

glicli mmbersg in Vienns., Cur bull
. sufficlent t*' -'.' intaln a tatal of t _
- ard we Bircady hed eight thouaand and they
gontinued to co .ue. in over cne hun
They were sleeping three and four in a bed snd
in ahifts, T“ﬂ,v were sleeging in coxyplgors, in
~oMe allevy weys; out in-tv-yz2rds. The lavatory
facllities were-utterl,; 1"‘"',"31;*:"‘:9. A1) worteof
HegIt sn? socisl problens were develeoping.181

8O RuEREt 7, 19587, st cne weck prior %o his
\ dsparbure FOX the United Stitez, Berastein bogtified

efore UNSCOP (vhe. ..1 ted Matlons ...,u*ml Comn! bee fm—-—* i

i e —

mle'sﬁmﬂ'_'—m 1 r&whbln. book, The lelceners, Leo ﬂ"‘ !

Sehwurg. drepstlesally -captur tae spirit of this meoments >
= pecu i« duiereie {1
-The £irst session was held at the wagnifigent
q o Art /In ?ien::a] sesddviser Bernste! ot
aoi{o ¢ puople /the Jewish D.P.'s
ested orator, his powerful per:
disteners. He gave & th irty-ﬂt
W the status, baclground and' &
£h-Hapletah /The Saving Remnant 2
s an advizer to General :
, Pabbt and warm-hesrted Jew, who
meelf with his pecple's plight and

delegates were busy mak
Joks. One of them nﬁt .

“Bisediog Wirh S
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