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Chapter I 

World war br ln~s unon mankind many traged1es 1 nations 

and economies are di s rupted , industr ies and cultures a re 

de~troyed , fierce hatred~ ~nd ~u ll t f eelings a r e let loose 

and 1nfla~e the hu~an heqrt -- even though host111t 1es 

have off1c1 a l ly ended , pop~latlons are left ho~eless and 

r ootless , t ens of ~ill tons of Innocent reople are needl essl y 

s l ain . Once war i~ conclu•cd the~e trapP.d les and their 

effects do not swiftly disapue~~ . In many wavs the r eal 

problems of any war have yet to ti' sol•1ed w'i"n the war i s 

over . How a r e the conquered nath'ns to be trea ted ann how 

can t he i r citizens and econom i es b~ r ev ived? What l s the 

~ethod by which one tr~ats the chie f victims of per secu t ion 

so as to maKe the~ use f ul produc tive cf't1 zens once again ? 

These are delicate questions . To those upon whom 

such r esponsibility rests t here ls need for sober judgment 

and sensitivity . The gover!ll'llents which undertake to solve 

these problems need t o call upon a ll the human and financial 

r esources at their dl sposa~ 1f the solutions they undertake 

a r e to be effectively r esolved; 

Shortly after t he conclusion o f World War II i t 

beoame apparent t hat not all the J ews of Europe had been 

destroyed by the Nazi s . With the passing of each month 

during the late fall and winter or 1945- 1946 an increasing 

number of European J ews came out or h1d1ng, out or the 

concentration camps , and ~ut o r Russia -- where they had 
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f led to saf ety•bef ore the advancing German arni es . By 

May of 1946 • ther e wer e approximately one hundred thousand 

J ewi sh d isplaced per sons in all zones o f Ger many and 
1 

Austr ia .• Many ~ore were expected to f ollow. These 

Jews r equir ed 1m~ediate attention . They had to be 

pr ov ided r or , housed and fed , clothed and ~ed ically 

attended , schooled and r ehabllitAted . Event~lly they 

had to be transfPrr~d t o some other l ocation , to some 

other country , where they coule at te~pt to r enew t heir 

shattered lives and f ortunes . 

The major r esponsibility f or the car e and treatment 

of the Jewish displaced perscl"s during t he year s i mmediately 

f ol lowing the war f el l upon the United States government 

and , mo r e speci f ical ly , it s ~ tl i tary oo~~and in the 

occupied zones of Eur ope . Faced wi th tre~endous bur dens 

t he St ate a nd Wa r Depart~ents rea lizP.d they would require 

a l l the help t hey could get tn administering their t ask. 

Immedia t e l y they ca l led on t he world ' s existing re l i ef 

or gani zati ons t o help tflem . Among t he many groups which . 
answered t heir call , g iving we i ghty and admirabl e as tatance 

to the Uni ted States a t t hi s cruc~al t ime, were the 

J ewish relief a ge ncies both in t h1s country and abroad . 

These Jew1 sh volunteer or ganizations contributed huge 

au.ma of money to the r e lier and r esettlement of the 

Jewish displaced persons . They also sent thousan4a or 

their people to Europe to render direct assistance where 
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1t was needed. 

Bes1des work1ng wlth the Jew1sh r eli e f organiza tion s 

for the ca r e and sus t enance of the Jewish displaced persons , 

the Un1 ted States government , r ecogni z i ng the urgency and 

uniqueness of the J e wish proble~ , cr ~ated the off1cial 

office o f Spec1al Adviser on Jewish Affairs . The r espon-

s lbility for the crea tlon of th1s new, quasi-~ilitary 

off1ce of the Jewish Adv1ser can be lar3ely attributed to 

the insistence and foresl"ht o f General Dwight O. E1senhower , 

who was t he first in a s~rles of s~preme colll!llanders of the 
2 

United Sta t es Army of Occupation in Eur ope . 

The establlsruient of the position of the J ewish 

Advi ser was significant i n ~anv respects , the moGt 1mportont 

being that i t gave t he Jewish displaced person s a man to 

repr e sent thei r 1nter ests in court . Fro~ October 20 , 1945 , 

the day in wh i ch t he f 1rs t Je~1sh Adviser , Judge Si~on 

H. B1 fk1nd, United States D1str1ct J ud6e of New Yor k , 

a rrived 1n Ger ma ny to take up h i s r esponsib i l ities , 

thr ough the succession o f the s i x men who fo l lowed h im 

ln tha t position culminating with Ma j or Abr a ham s. Byman, 

the J ewi sh d i splaced per sons a s well as world Jewry wer e 

i n possession of a d1reot channel t o the t op- level 

echel ons of the U.~ited St a tes government . i n t hat the 

Jawtsh Adv i s er s were in a posi t i on t o in uenoe and 

hel p formul ate American poli cies and attitude• t owards 

t he Jevi...ah 41aplaced persons , their oft 1ce wa s ot 

• 
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J 
i ncalculabl e importance . 

Rabbi Philip s. Ber nstt1n was the :nan who he ld the 

position of Jewi sh Adviner f or the longest period of 

time . The purpose of this thesis is to describe and 

exa:nine his career and con~rlbution to J ewish life and 

surviva l . For fifteen months , f r om May , 1946 , until 

August 1947 , Philip s. BernsL~in , Rabbi of Te~ple B' r lth 
--.. 

Kodesh , Roche~tcr , New York , se-v~d 1n Europe as trc 

second Jewish Adviser tJ thi:. A ::~rlcan Milita r y Commanders 

of Oc cupied Gernany and Aw·t ria . While ne held this 

position Adviser Bernst~in did much to improve and 

f acilitate the l i~e , the status , and the dignity of the 

Jewish displaced persons . He was tl-.e lr fri end , the ir 

adviser , t he ir "man in court ," tne1 r euard lan angel. In 

t he pr ocess o f becoming thelr champion , Rabbi B~rnstein 

ca:ne into close , and 1.n some coses "-!Ven int.i-nate contact , 

with ~ost of the important personalities of the time . 

He met with the heads and r epr esentatives of the European 

governments includ ing Britain ' s ¥oreign Secre tary , Ernest 

Bevin , and Pope Pius XII. Harry s. Truman , t he American 

President , sought his advice and counse l a s did General 

Ei senhower ' s successor s , Generals J oseph T. McNarney , 

Mark Clark and Lucius D. Clay . During this period 

Adviser Bernstein also met wlth the leaders of world 

Jewry . In many ways i t was he who repr esented their 

interests and hopes 1n regard t o the future permanent 
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resettlement of the J ewish displaced per sons . 

The focus of thls thesis ls now clear . I t i ntends 

to dwell on the 11f e of one ~an , Ra.bbl Ph11 1p s. Ber nst6in , 

in his per formance of t·1e job o f J ew ish Adviser . But 

before t h 1s fascinatin~ car eer c~n be examined mo r e f ully 

lt would be well f or us to conslier th~ factors which 

led to the crcatlon o f the J c.;i::;h displ qc ed oe:r:.sons . As 

we arc well aware , tl1~1r painful and try1:?1.0 predicament 

in the i11"l.edia te pos t - war f'ra wuz ca.used b~t t he most 

catastrophic events ever to befall tne Jewi Eh people . 

The German nation hnd deliberately set out to rtest r oy 

the~ from th~ face o f the eur th . 



Chapt er II 
4 

Hith.r 

The J ewish dl::;placed persons , a wretc~ed and piti f ully 

small gr oup at the conclus ion of World War II , were nearly 

a ll that r ema ined of a once ;iro11d .::incl thrlv i.nr- continental 

European Je~1 i sh con.wmi'"y. On ~.ay 7 , 1945 , when the 

German nation •mcond t tlcnr.\1 !.y !::'.trr • nd''•~d to t:1c Al l ii;d 

Mllite.ry Fore' s , European Jewis'1 life was ~ceminB"lY dead . 

In the late l 9JO ' s i ll :l~r ha.J. de cl .red t h[.! t he would 

c!estr oy t.1e J ews . Le:; ... t.d•· c. i._c Jc l...i.tPr \.t apr.e"lred 

us t iioug~, hi::; thrn "rleful i~r"'dlction had co'"'\e true . 

Perhaps , " t he ~ost sadden1~ ~=p~ct of this s1~u.ut 1~n ," 

sa id Rabbi Philip~. 3crn"t.ein , wa.: t'1at tne Naz i r~()ime 

" t10.s not an ab"?rr ation b u.t ::he l og ica l cul:n1.natlon of the 
r: _, 

\iflole h1stor7 of the Je·.1s 1.r> £1..lrope . " Hitler ' s fanat icism 

was not t he cause of German and Eurcpern anti- Semitism , 

but 1. ts product . 

For two thousand years down to tr.e pr esent century , 

Europe ' s Jews had mana0ed t o surv1.ve despite repeated 

pogroms and generally trying circumsta nces . The modern 

age , hot1evor , provided obstacles and s1 tua tions which 

even t wo thousand years of Jewish surviva l experi ence 

could not hope to overcome . The Europe of the twent i eth 

century had new methods and equipnient with w'hioh t o handle 

lts J ewi s h probl em . In Hitler ' s Germany these modern 

t echniques were linked to the old anti- Semitic ideologi es , 

t he r esldue of appr oximately fifteen centuries ot Christian 
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indoctrination . This 1deolo~1cal and technological unlon.__ 

spa~med a ~onster with an insatlnble appet ite for destruction. 

Durinr t iie short twelve- Y0 :>r fif\$t1 o" Nazi dominance in 

Ger"Dany , " flve rnU11on LEuropec.n Jl'.'·.·s J were killed a.s a 

result of a'1 orgnn1 zed 1mth.rt:1.i:1n -•. •• 1'he oper.9.tion wo.s 

over before anyone could ~r~sr i~s cror~ity , let alone its 
6 

implica tions for ~h~ fut ir e . " 

On ;~oveT.bcr 11 , 1 Gl"' , · !.~ ca.rnn~e cf rhc Fir~t World 
.... 

War e'1dtd wit . ., th.: ni;;.1lng of an a r 1ictice at Co'.llpiet_:ne . 

Few pt;oplt:: would t; en have exr ct d :;cMany t o C< nduct 

another m~r of ae,;cr ss:on in t ..... ir 1 i fc - t il:le . World Wur I 

had been tht. war f ouuht to f!nd ::.lI wa rs , and peace was 

no;-: to reign for the -n11lenniwn . Within six months , in 

the late spring of 1919 , ti1r All ies dlc'::o.tcd t he ter:ns 

of the Versa11 les Treaty to tr.e vanq11ished :::;erma.n nation . 

These conditions were to guar antee a la f' tln.;; peace . The 

disarmament provi sion~ rendered Gernany virtually powerless 

to wage wars of aggression and destruction. German 

opportunities f or hegemony in Europe were now r emoved . 

On Jµne 28 , 1919, the treaty of peace was signed at 

Versail l e s . The passing of two more months pr oduced a 

constitution f or the newly creat ed Weima r Re public . It 

was r eputed to be the most liber a l democr a t ic document of 

the century pr ot ecting t he r i ghts of every ci t i zen and 

group. 

The Thi rd Re ich was born on Januar y JO , 1933· 
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Only t h irteen year s had el::ipsed c1nce the Treaty of 

Ver sailles , yet in tl.'lt ti::r'c , the t r1umphrint hopes of a 

tired world for a 'D1llenn1U!II of !1r->ace under·1~nt a fan ta st le 

met'.lmorphosls . The GPr~, n t'c irl " ~r1ll1n.tjlY exchanged 

th .. i r freedom and lndt.!)e"1dence ~ ..,r ':!H~ tt '!'housand Year 

Reich" of Adolf ~1cler . 

;Jltl r ' s " po~·rc-r 2:r-:.b" in ~er.:iuny ....,ras not a chance 

occurrence . He was en~ru ~t':d t t1 c'1uncellcrsh ip hy 

Prc.::;ident !I1ndcnbur G; '.1~ · :"' r. :::"~ t o!' d-11ber !..te , calculated 

pullc ies l-:i.ic"' ~1 tl1.r h· ti e::ibur':ed upon snortl y after the 

conclusioi. of :!'11. Flr'"t World Wa.r . JiS specific ::.ims ;;ere 

to cr~cte k ~~ss polltic~l movement , e~1 ~a convince the 

cnt~bll shed cliques of m111t,ry ~nd ind1strial po~er that 

by pa~ron1zing the N~zi par ty t~eir o~m social and economic 

pos i tions woc.lld be ne.1nta1r.<>d . Yet no conte::iplatcd task 

of Hitler • s was of greater l mportd.nce tl-an r eceiving the 

bl e ssing of the aged Von Hlndenbur~ . Though Von Hindenburg 

was the President of the Republic , in reality he symbolized 

a ll of t he forces of the Se cond Reic h which Bismark had 

creat ed . Only Von Hindenburg could link Hitler ' s Third 

Reich t o the old one , and Hitler knew it . Once t his goal 

and the others were accomplished the Austrian corporal 
ii 

could ruthless ly do as he pl eased in Germany wi thout 

ac tive opposition. 

The process of creating a mass , political , mov ement 

for t he purposes of obtaining the Reic h Chancellorsh ip 
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wa~ not easy f or Adolf ~1tlP-r . St1.ll i t took h1m only 

about ti11rteen s hort yr>o.rs to obtain h1s end. Th1 s would 

h::i.vc been an amazing a.ttain'llent even fur a 1ln.ster or ganizer 

and spellbinder 11~e H1~1' r , were it no~ for sevrr a l 

i.'nporto.nt cr-nsider~t:rtons waJ.c ~ pl::iyed int0 h1.s iie.nis . 

F1rs t , the old now~rs ~nt~h h-d ~upoortnd the 

:lohenzoll ern Empt re nl:V"'r i .... n ... ':.i,e i.r :::up·)ort or l oyal ty --.. 

We 1.:uur d~riocr~.cy . 1'!'11S N D.S t-r1.ncip::i.11Y ~ccr~use the 

prlv11:
0

ed economic , puliLlc~l , and cociul pos1tlons. 

Cons~qucntly the Ger-:lan ctvll s~ rvice , tnd~str\ alists , 
Junker lnndloris , and , mo~t ~1~nt~icant of a l l , t he 

German Army , r e f used t o cooper~te in any a~preciable 
measure to keep t he Re publ ic fro~ t ottPr lng into the 

abyss . 
The social Democra tic Party , which held absolute 

pol1.t1cal power 1.n November , 1918 , could have suppressed 

t he tradi t1.on.e.l repositories of Ger man authority , but 

failed to do so . "Instead they began by abdicating thei r 

authority to t he for ce which had altrays been dominant 1n 
7 

modern Germany , the Army ." As a r esult, the Ger man military 

caste was able to ma1ntain an autonomous pos1tion throughout 

t he short lifespan of the Weimar Republic . As a state 

within ~ state it possessed vast influence and power. 

Hitler realized that if he could b1nd the leader s of this 
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fo.ct1on to hi~s lf and tn• N~tional Sociql1st C'lu~e , he 

could control tnc !Jlost l:npcrt·mt single element in Ger'Unny . 

During the intri£ue- f1ll cd '.!:.1.y!: of 19)2 and 19)3 lie was to 

fulfill thio a~bitl< n. 

~ventually cc~c to ~ell v t ,c: ~ naLloruil govcrnT.ent 

under the lc·vlero :ip or Ad0lf f,1 •.1-::r o.s Chanc0llor , 

wo.lld be:;t µrot"ct · 1.d :.11iv .C•- .. t,<~i.r ln~ !:'c.:::t::- !.~ >Jrivo.te 

:)Ccn aoruptly ho.lted :,y ';i.· term~: of ~~ v~r:::ailles Treaty . 

The great dc:;:>resG'l"'n of 1')20 h'ld alr-o ::u1Prcly disrupted 

t~c German econ0my , leuvtn~ ~he country ln a dcsrer~te 

crisis >ri th mill ions of pe 'ple une'Tlployed . In 19)0 the 

Colll!Ilunists , the Socialises , ~nc th~ :rade- J..n1~ns were all 

'.llah.ing serious bids for po:!.. l tlcnl pv .. er . The Communists 

had gone so far as to introduce a bill in the Reichstag 

wt1ich threatened to impo se ::cvere r~ strlctlons on the 

influential business and ba.nking classes . Horrified and 

despairing at thei r f ate if the Co'D.lllunlsts were i ndeed 
. 

t o a ch ieve a politica l victor y , these men t urned t o the 

emerging Nazi Party and its leader , Adolf Sitler . Her e 

was a man who could of fer t hem hope . "They mi ght not like 

the party ' s demagoguery and its vulgarity , but on t he 

other hand it was arousing the old f eel ings of German 

patr i otism ~nd nat1onal1sm which had been so muted dur1ng 
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8 
the first ten yc~rs of the Repub1tc . " 

Hitler was extre~ely e~~~r ~o .cceot the suppo-t of 

party ' s financial coff~rc ~trP tn a dt~tr~s~ingly ooor 

~tr·te due to the lnrc;e ::;ums of ..,nney r•·•niired " to finance 

el"ction C~'t!pai3ns , nay thf' bill for 1.ts wid""spread and 

intensified proougnndr. , nP.et t;11c re. yr ol l of i-.unrln·ds of 

S . A. a.nrl the S . S . , H!,ic~1 bv th•- end of l'IJO numbered 'DOrt; 

9 
than 100 , 000 "1en -- a lr:r5°r force than the Re icb.Jwe~1r . " 

Tharcforc> , without hesi t.r•nce , the Fuehrer devoted himself 

to cult'\.vat1.nt:; ~ht. influ0ntl~1l ind ·s~ri ~1 ';ycoons . Wit h 

11ost of these men he encounter"d more 1=:.nt'1usiasm the.n 

r esistance , for they re~lized Hitler ' s id eRc , however 

f anatical , wonld swe l l their shrunken purses . Pr ivately 

he met and won over E!nil Kirdorf , a leading coal industr y 

figure ; Fritz Thyssen , s pokesman for the steel pr oducing 

inter ests ; Georg von Schni tzler , a dt r Pctor of the 

c hemical ca r tel kno wn as I.G. Farben , and ~any other 

powerful representat1~e~ o f the German ec onomy . Finally , 

in 19JJ , Gustav Krupp , the munitions king , happily swore 

his oath of fidelity to Hitler . These businessmen wer e 

promised that the Pbr x1sts would be eliminate and t he 

German Wehrmacht woul d be r e tor ed by the Na~1 party in 

r e turn f or ~heir f inancial sponsor ship and 1ndustr lal 

back i ng . Then t he Nat i onal Socialists s t ated that 
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• when they C'\'lle to powr r po l itica l p--rti 4~ othPr than 

l11tl 1?r ' s wouln ceA~e t o -: x1'"' t ln G<"rnEv1v for ten or 

possibly even one hundre~ "'r·r:: ; t trn.: <1e1ocre t\c Pl ections 

troulrl no lons""r bi> '?c l 1 ; t i.' t the dl');,-::>iscd d' so.Mia11ent 

prov1s1.ons of the Tr~~ :v or V·-·~al l1 :; WC'ttld be abr oe,;a t ... d , 

C'1':1P t o powe; r -- wa:: t-:; r0vr the 1.indc; lnc of th P. '!! and 
10 

t'1e1r country . 

Third , Hitl~r was nb1 P to cnplttlllze on ~ge-old 

ant i - Se!!litls:n and Aryan rac icl 'l!yth~ , t.11 of which wer e 

de epl y L,bcdded ln the very fabric o~ th~ Ger:nan people . 

The~e powerf ul f orces for evil were vl~orously espoused 

by the many disoontented elemen ts i n Ge!"'n~n soo1ety during 

t he stormy days of t he We i mar . Republic . Hitler and h1s 

Naz i party trer e t o take f u l l advantage o f these od i ous 

and r epuls i v e hangover s of an earlier per i od t o a c hi ev e 

polit ica l power in our time . 

Fro t he Middle Age s until t he m idd~e of the nine t eenth 

century the Germ.an nat i on r emained a f ragmented , hetierogeneous 

a s sembly of peopl es. National oonsoioueness of any sor t 
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WP..s pr oc t :.call:t nbsent . In 'llo.r:{ed cont rast to t his v'.icuum 

i n Gen an '11\tional dev0loo'!l"n~ w•s tlie r"'p ld r lse to power 

i n We -trrn Z1 ro9~ of h 1.,·hl v 1 1'1t~1 Pd , homogeneous na t l ons 

suc h a:J Holl::md anti Spa 1"' . '.;Pr r.o.r·1 ' R 1nah111ty to devPl op 

n.'1t t onally alon,3 ltnes si:nq~r t,.., lier W"'c;-tern ne i ghbor s 

was to h~ve a d~c \ ded e f ff"c:: '?nr.>n her oTm s•iosequen~ gr owtl 

and Europe~n hlst~ry . 

Whc>"! ';lie Th l !' ty Yer r ' "" W ,r '"1d0d GPT""<\"."!Y wa.:::: di. v1ried 

int:> sorn~ 350 ln:ie- c 1dent s~"lt"s . E~c !'> .... r ti1ese or l:io1-

:iD.ll ':.1es wa~ c cver,.,C? d b:1 ·~ Ger-1nn !'lr lnce - - c l v1•n 1bsolcite 

nut .o rity ~Y the tPr~n ~r the PP~c~ o f ~cstp~alla in lt 4 8 . 

This mosaic- l ike oartit-i ol"'ing cf Ger :nany 1'1 the seven ~ eenth 

cer.tur y was t - nr ov 0 d i s'1strf11.1s to thP nat 1nn in the 

nlnewrenth and twent i e t h cent ur lPs , "Aocept a,ce o f 

autncr3.cy , ,...f b1tnd obe~t<>nCP to ~h~ p•• tty t'{rants who 
11 

r uled as pri nces , occane in;,rcined i n :he Ger~an ~ind." 

Unl i ke Prance , England , o.nd th.- United States , wher e the 

i dea. of tiemocracy blossomr.d forth bncto::ins benef1 ts on 

all t he ir ctt1 zcns , Ger~any r~~a ined political l y backward . 

With t he r i s e of Pr ussia as a major ~ ilitary powe r 

i n Europe during t he e i ghteenth a nd nine t eenth centurie s , 

Germany ' s de s t iny cont i nued to be s haped a l ong autocra tic 

li~es . In Prussia , t he army , under t he unqua lified control 

of the X1ng , constituted t h e very hear t or the sta t e . 

Her peopl e , and the Sla v s who f armed the lar ge Junker 

ent ates as l an dless s erfs , were tausht from birth t h.at 
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they were onl y accountabl~ in ll ~e t o be dutiful a nd 

obedient . In effect , -:he St" .. e t·ro.s thn ma ct e r o.nd the 

people we r e ::laves . Slowly but inevitably this doctrine 

oern t:a t Pd the Germanic pco:ilt.c . Fin.ally betwc.:•~ ie66 anti 

1871 , Otto von Sismo.rck , the e " i t1..!'llY ') f the successf ul 

Prussian J unker , s 1ccc.eded in reolacing :.i divided (;Pr .ia!"ty 

~ith a Pruus1o.n1:ed GPr~g~v as th~ r e:::•lt o f his "~loo1 ~nd 

iron" ~atl~nali:::~ . 

~1 smnrck ' z u~\q 1 e cr0~tl 'n l~ the Ger~nny 
:·L n .,,.. .,1 • ..., in ':..• 1:- 1-1.., , ,_ 1 r1bl'- 1 c'.' ld of 
Europe a.tit~~ \Wrld f~r r~Prly J rcntury , a 
.1. '-ion of _l!'t::d , vi "'r J::; '.'L pl'! : 1 ·· 11cr. 
ftrst t111.::: re ar' ..... \.1 -:inn cr.1 then Ks.1.se r 
',./ 11' 1..l"'l I I J.nl final]" .t .. , r , al ... _d b:1 a 
m111tt..ry c.,:: .. ~ an<l t.v '11:..my a :-tr· nse 
1,<;ell0ctu£.l , c1icce1,.;d_d · ~ 1.!1c··:c...,t.1'1~ a 
111st for pow!:'r and d '!11.n~tioYl , u pa.:::s i on f or 
Jnbr!11cd ~~11~ ris~ , P cont~mpt for 1~~~cracy 
~nd individuPl fr~ do· and a l unging for 
authority , for authoritartanism . 12 

Acc0rding t o the noted ailti-ior of The Rise and Fall 

of the Third Reich , 'W111 1a'll L. Sh1n'r , " froii 1871 t o 19JJ 

and indeed t o Hitler ' s end in 1945 , tre course o r German 

histor y as a consequence uas to run , wit-: tne exception 

of the in~crim of t he Weimar Jepubl ic , in a str aight line 
1) 

and ~: 1th utter logic ." Both the German '!l i ddle and working 

classes exchanged whatever pol itical independence they 

possessed f or the transient hope of ~aterial success . 

They accepted the Hohenzollern autocracy . 
They g l adly knuckled under to the ~er 
bureaucracy and t hey f ervently embraced 
Prussian 11111tar1 sm . Germany ' s s t ar had risen 
and they -- almost al l of the people uer e 
eager t o do .whe.t the ir mast ers asked to keep 
it ~1gh . 14 
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Th~ p s yc hol ogi cal ctt1tudes and c ondltlonlng of t ne 

~a jority o f :~e Ger~an perol~ forced the~ t o l ook upon 

t h1;; ir def en t \.n he F i r st. ·.1c r ld Wa r , an:! the Re p1.. b11c 

bor n o f its O' +c o•oe , ns f\n ..i.b• r r·•+;\. n . ..itl• r , f"h r ewdly 

oratorical br lllimc~ to. ~· 1 ...... . - . :; ,.. ... ,.,r~ no·J onl y t r1at -, 

ne would r rtor .. . 1 !.o:.:~ '~ .... r.ior o f 31 smi re ; I s SPCc...vi 

3eic l b1.1 .. tn'"' ~~a .lon· l 3 cii:.11.;'T! ·m•1l 1 e11""
1

n 1 .. ~ t-:~ 

bel i Jved wer~ tu - r~asnn~ fo r th~ Sec n~ aclch ' s d~~i~c i 

its t a l ~runce ~f J p· ~ Gnd :~rx1- s , the 
era s e ma i;eri a. l \.s"'l and scl f i s t.'les f" of enc! midd le 
cl~ss , -·111d th1... "lef a r ict.f" ln r 111ence c!' the ' cringers 
and l ic 'rnp i ttles ' u ro'l.<n d the µonenzol l ern tnrone , 
the ' catl'\s r .:>p:i ic Ge r"'lai1 n1 . 1ri . 1CC' .,,11cJ ' wh1. c h 
lin'{ed Germe.ny to the dec;ener :. te Hapsburgs and the 
untrustwort~y Ital i ans i~stead J • , it . En~ land , 
and t he l~ck o f a funda..,e~tal ' so c i a l ' ~d racial 

policy . 15 
Anti-Semitism wa s one of tni:. fu?W.~lcril f ounde.t i on-

stone s of the entire Nazi p r ogr a m. T lt ~t tler added 

gr otesque , bizarre raclal t heories and a chieved what can 

be cons i dered all but instantaneous success among the 

Ger.nan people . That Ger.r.any succumbed to t~ese 1nfernal , 

chaotic forces of destruction s~ould co~ as no rea l 

surprise . J ew hatred a nd Ger.nan r acial superiority were 

not new dootrines in t he twentieth century but al.most as 
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01.-0..- as European ~istory i t:-f.:l f\ . D rinG the dl.f"lc u l t 

d~l7S of th ',./el -,ar ae ;>Ubl l.c ' l?. v ~t scg·r. ·nt of th1: Ge~an 
popUl:.'\tion re1u1red 11. tt.le ""r~: in: fro"l ~\. ~ler 'i.n or,.. er 

to c:nbrace policit:c of r ue'.! c1.:::l v .e 1t t~nd obl ' t~rr .. tton . 

an t1. - J e,:ish policil!" 111 r-~ f o ,rt\. CPt.t 1ry \l f the Common 

The inhnbitants r Eurc~e werf flr· ~ ~xno~~d tu 

CLristi 1:1 ~m:-er~r , r.c Jf! •i:-. ;_, iSnl s , '-us ~n Eurcpe was 

rundred yea r s 
1 

thi::> C:.. L..o l : c Ch' re .. e.nd ti!E. fe udn 1 

nob:.11ty condi~ion<:·d E• r~pcc.i.::: t t ,., rcle Jews were 

the J eHS \~ere not ._., ~~o.ys subji:.ct t•.1 µer£e cut1 on . To a 

depended ;n tne prev!lilini; socio- ec;.;niJ-n\ c c0wHtions o f 

tne societies ln w ten they liv d . Whca tnese condit i ons 

were good the J ew pro~pcr0d ; 1·:~"'!er. they were bad he was 

:nade th tar
0
et of vicious antl- Je.~\sh pr opaganda . Rabbi 

Philip s . Bernstein c om:nent cd on t ul.s phenomenon quite 

succinctly when he sa id , 
It has been the crucial and tragic role 

of my people t o r eflect t he health of world 
society . When the body politic was sick , the 
Jews were per s ecute d ; when can lived in peace 
and fre edom , Jews shar ed 1.n t he common b lessings. 16 

The " health" of t he " body politic " s it affected 

the J ews of medieva l Europe was intimately c onnected 
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The cnurch ' s posl t 1.on to·iard~ th • Jp,~·s was rarely , 

lf ever , baced on racial gr oundo alone . But , contra ry 

to popul a r op lnlon , theolo lcal differences were not 

the cr~A of the atter elt .er . To be sure , one of the 

hi~torical obj ct ves or th c~· rch ho.s ~1wo.ys been to 
... 

c onvert non- believers to their one true faith , but Jews 

have always been cont"'mptuous of the octrine of Jesus 

elevated to Godhood as c:r·st . On thls and other is.ues 

the tuo religions have rem9.1ned historically i rreconcil able . 

Wh.D.t ls most interesting , rinPever , ii:- that bet;1.nnlng with 

the thirteenth cen~ur:r th C1..o.tholic c:urch used their 

theological dlsagreen:ents ulth the J e1-:s as c cloak to '\:._.. 

hide the sorcl:1 :prcsslns econo!!liC condHlons of n ra'O idlY 

decaying feud.Olistic social system . The secular C:>rist1o.n 

nobility , confronted with the same serious problems , 

appropriated t~~ c~urch ' s modus operandi in regard to the 

Jews to protect their own vested interests . 

I n 1214, Innocent the III , one o f the strongect and 

ost rapacious Popes in all Crurch hi~tory , convened ln 

Rome an ecumenical meeting of the represent n tivec of 

entire Lo.tin C.1rist~ndom . This convoco.tlon , which incl uded 

twelve hundred Churc:unen and laymen , was known as the 

gr eat Fourth LateFan council . The gathering shall . 
always r emain infamous in Jcuish history . From 1.t 

originated some of the ~ost vile anti- Jewish laws the 



-19-

... uorld hnd ?{Ct knO\ •• They coon contan1no.ted mcdi CV'1l • 
Christ ian life so that; the nobility and common peonle 

learned to become bitter ene~1es of the J ews . The 

nitnz i n - thing to notice about ti1c""e laws iG that ver y 

rew of t hem hnd anything to do wl tr1 thcolo '' • .1o""t of 

the canons wer e spec ifically de~icncd te rcplf11oh thf 
Chur ch ' s shr unken cof fers wh!ch ucrc severely reduced as 

a result of the declining fC'.ldali::>:n of the perl d . 

The legislation p::issed by the Church nt its Four th 

t.o.teran Council left 11 legC\CY o!' hatr ... d ... nd l.11- will which 

the i ntervcnl.ne; years between the thirteenth and twentieth 

centuri es never roan ... ged to elin1nate compl etclt • The 

ext r aordi nary amount of bad senti ment ~·hlch set in dU!' i'ng 

the pontificate of Innocent the I II ·:az:; soon evidenced i n 

In France , n ::: the cos t of liv ing had enor mously 

spiraled , ther- was a. gr owi ng need for money among t he 

nobility . By this time t he bar ons and feudal lords were 

inextricably indebted t o the Jewi sh r 1nanc iers . Th s erfs , 

who farmed t he estate s of t he pr1 '11.legcd class es , could 

no longer increase the land ' ~ yi e l d of a gricultural goods . 

Consequently the feuda l nobility .ad little hope of 

repaying the borrowed cums they owed the Jews . This 

did not phase the debtors . They had onl1 to invoke some 

of the decrees la.id do~'Tl 1n 1214- 1215 at the Fourth Lateran 

Council , or , 1n Papal Bull~ lssued subsequent to that 
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• but td.....Q,i;rert the attention of the multitt:.de .fro'U the 

real ~ouroes of their collective destit~tion and poverty 

the Church itself . 

As theology the anti- Jel ish propaganda worked. Jetn; 

uerc burnt , tortured and killed in tpe nam~of Chr\1 st \\•hlle 

those who call~d t hemselve3 C,r1st1ans looked happ ily on . 

By t he sixteentr. century t he Jews had been expelled -­

at" one time or ~ . ..notbcr -- from England , Sp~i, , Italy , 

portion::; of Germany , end , of course , Franvc . Their 

choice had been con-rerslon or expulsion . In every one 

o f these 1nstcmces the J ews had initially served the 

upper classes ec a gr p , ~nd lat~r , fh n t he cconomi~ 

and social conditions deteriorated , as a sh~eld . The 

"ghetto Jew ," as tne phra:ue is known today , was not - -
originally a free product of his environment . Rather 

he was forced into existence as the result of proh1b1t1we 

decrees le.id down by high and late medieval Christianity . 

Ultimately the post- ecclecie.stlc N~zis were to 

utilize the accumulated treasure of anti- Je;1ish "propaganda 

and laws historically rooted in feudalism and the Catholic 

Church to exclude and eventually to butcher the Jetrs of 

Europe during the 19JO ' s and 1940 ' s . The .iazis became 

experts in applying thecc classic one 

unprecedented exception -- Hi tler was more systematic 

than the Church. He envisioned and undertook a • r1na1 
' solution• to the Jewish problem; he controlled an 



- 22-

organize ~_;wcll-disclpl1ned , cff1c1 en~ bureaucracy which 

methodlctlly and dispassionately executed n l s orders . 

In his highly informative book , The Destruction o f 

t he Euronea.n Jews , RaulriH l berg :::1.tmmar1zes the I az1s ' 

extermlnatlon plans ln the following manner •. 9 . , 
Since the fourth century after Christ , 

there h ve been three anti - Jeu1:::h polic es : 
conver sion, expulsion , and annihilation . The 
second appeared as an nlternatlve to the first , 
o.ntl the third emerged a::; an alternative to the 
!Jecond. 

The expulsion and exclusion policy was 
adopted bJ the Nazis and remained t he goal of 
all ar.tl - Jc 11sh act l v i ty unt n i9l~l. l'hat year 
mar!.s a turning polnt! in fl.nt1 - J eu1sh h1~tory . 
In 1941 , the laz1s found themselves in t he mld:::t 
of a total war . Several million ~ws were 1n- ~ 
carcerat¥d 1n ghettoG. Em1grat}on tr.ls lmpoc~lble . 
A l ast minute project t o sh1p the JewG.to the 
African island o !:S.dagascar ha.d fallen tr.rough . 
The ' J ewish problem ' had to be • ..- lved ' in some 
other nay . At this cruc~al ti , ~he .idea o f a 
•territorial solution• emer ged 1 i ... o.zl m1nd ; the 
•territorial solution,' or ' the final solut i on or 
t he Jewl sh question in Eu~ope ,• as it bec~me known , 
envisaged the death of European Jewry . The 
European J ews wer e to be k lled . That is the 
third ant1-Jew1sh pollc1 in history . 17 -
No history or European ant i-Semitism and German 

r a cial theory would be complete without mentioning the 

na:ne of Martin Luth~r . Tl;l s "towering but erra~1c genius , 

this savage anti- Semite and hater of Rome ••• combined ln 

his tempestuouc charncter ••• many o f the best and the 
18 

worst qualltles or the GerI!lan (ieople~ • •• Luther 

wrote a book entitled About the Jews and Their L1es. 

I n it he char acterizes the Jews in the most contemptuous 
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language imt.\g.lnable . Thu"' he sa..ld : 

And : 

Hcre1 lth you can readily see hon they 
underct nd and obey the fifth com~n ment of 
God, namely , that t hey a r e thirsty bloodhounds 
and ur·erers of o.11 Chriotendo::n , with f1.1lJ intent , 
now for more than f ourteen hundred years , and 
indeed they \-'ere often burned to co.th upon the 
accusation that they had poisoned water and wells , 
stolen children, and torn and hacked them ~part, 
in order to cool their temper secr etly wlt'h 
Chrlstlan blood. 

!-To·r see who.t a flne , thick , fat lle that ls 
'when they complain that they are held captive by 
us . It is ~ore than four teen hu..~dred years since 
J erusalem was destroyed , and at this time it is 
almoct thr ee hundred years since we Christians 
have been tortured and persecuted by the Jews all 
over the world ••• so tnat He might \Tell cor.iplain 
that they had r.ow captured us and lttlled us --
wh ch ..... the open truth . Moreover, e do no"t 
lmol · to thl" dtly which devil has brou ht the:n 
here to our country ; we did not lock for them 
ln J crusalem. 19 

Unt11 the advent o"'f Adolf Hitler , t he .Jew had not 

experienced diatribeD more vituper ative or execrating 

t han those so pacs1onately enunciated by rtartin Duther . 

He portrays the J ews as wo.ntlng " to rule the orld"; 

"arch- criminals , killers of Christ and all Chriotendom"; 
20 

a "plague , pestilence , and pure misfortune ." Though 

these char0 es have frequent~y been repudiated , Luther ' s 

stereotyp~~ , ed1eval Jewish image was an easy one for 

Hitler to resurrect . But t his twentieth- century rnad.lnan 

went far beyond the limits t1h1ch Luther nCi the catholic 

Church had imposed upon themselves . Hitler spoke of 

r ace as nell as Jew. 
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• ll1tle • ~ raciol theories trere not or1glnal . Coinciding 

with the resurgence of Prussia in the nineteenth century , 

an army of ranking philosophers , important personal1t1es , 

and eccentric crackpots espoused either a militant German 

nationali sm or a pagan Aryan1sn . Hitler needed only to 

borrow their ideas to strike a respon~ive chord in the 

hearts of the German people . 

Among the philosophers tnere were t hree men -­

Fichte , Hegel , and Nietzsche -- whose hlghly original 

teachings and thoughts profoundly influenced the masses 

and the leaders of the countrJ , osychologically preparing 

them for two terrible onslaughts on weste~ society in 

the twentieth century . In his Adercsses to the Ger man 

ation , J ohann Gottl1eb_F1chte "used all the fire of 

his JX?triotic f ervor to inspire the nation to ever 

greafer sacrifices f or the divine trinity of race , 
21 

language , and nation." He was f ollowed a t the University 

of Berlin by Georg W1lhel:n Friedrich Hegel , who in his 

Philosophy of Right placed the "state" on a divine pedestal 

next to patriottsm , nationalism, and r ace . Finally t her e 

was the frequently misunderstood Nietzsche , who , though 

never an anti- Semite , exclaimed in h1s ; he Will to Power , 

• a dar1ng and ruler race 1s building its f up •••• The aim 

shou.ld be to prepare a transvaluation ot values for a 

part1cularlY stropg kind of mon, most highly gifted in 
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will ' l)~~ome the .'lords of the earth.'" . Ciear:).y . Hitler 

saw h i mself as Nietzsche ' s " supe,rDian." 
' 

I n the realm of the a r 'ts , the c~leorated -- a nd 

ant i-Semitic -- compo_se,r Richard Wagner pro~ided the 

Nazis with a " primitive Germanic mythes " which· captur ed 
, 2J 

· .. the imagination of the people ' s mind,.s and spirits . 

Tristan und I solde and the Niblungen Ri~ were stirring, .. 
powerful operas which vividly recalled, " the world of 

German antiquity with it.s her oic myths , i ts fighti ng 

pagan gods and heroes , its demons and dragons , its blood 

J feuds and primitive tribal code s , its sense of de s tiny , 
. . ' ,• 24 

'LTts_7~~lendor of" :).ove al;ld '1 1re and the · nob111tyi( of <I.ea.th. !f 
, ' • I, , . 

Hiti~r took the motifs of these toweri ng Wagnerian operas 

and transfol'l}led them into, inspiring myths for hi's modern 

; ,Germany. . '· 



Perh pc t 

Go ine u · · C b rl 1n , ., 11 as .:nany other men 

during t 1 tter h lf of t1 ninet cnth century , uould 

h v h d l~ttl im ct on Ger. n cociety ~d .not Europe ' s 

arlstocr cy nd pr1vll d clacs s once n ~ln be n beset 

oy econo~ic diff 'cultl c re~·nisc nt o~ nn earlier age . 

T revo"'ution3.ry 'IlOV ntc of the elghtccntn and nineteenth 

ce .turi s ho.a rel a .... d t'. s irlts of l!.ber lisin and 

de ocro.cy in• : lr oe . · The ri.·e of 1ndustriallsm and 

cap to.li ... ... des bro ln · t .c pol:er of 1:ell bo""n people 

of courtly r T C" po1:erful forces caught up the 

rio.~s s in the lr elilbrace gi vi1 • ..., t. m unclrec.med of r 1._.hts 

· nd libcrtl ,. T.e J ews lso felt the effects of the 

n w fre do For the f lrst tir.:ie in l 'ha t seemed like an 

eternity they i:er in t o r· no l ong r '"econd cl ss 

cit.i.ze ... 
Gr dually th ~ diev l re'"tr ctlon imposed on 

t hee in the t r ades nd prof ess i ons and on their right to 

own land ucrc reiiovcd . 1~.!. thin a generation many of 

Germany ' s J ells c hieYed posi ti nc of lnflu nee . Their 

rapid rise uaa bound. to cause envy and animosi ty . 

To Europe • s ar1rotoc:racy the nel''ly uon rights o.cqu.Lred 

by Jens and Chrlst1a.1s q~J.ke in the age of eme.nc1putlon 

presented serious o.nd o.lnrra1ng problei.,s . Their trud1t io 1 

position of poucr , lnfl•Jence , und wealth lras ra._p1dly 

slipping from their control . In light of theae developments 

, 
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and con"'1 erln th econo c and "'troph s 

wi .. h w .lch .. h y :t:!r thre:ite t 1~ no~ sur r n'ng 

t t the upper s sou ~ out r c ion ~y , r die l 

d avore<l to :.u;)l')ort t e . Hei tncr doc" 

t cce~ wtr n ~ to ind men like Gob neau an Ch mb~rl in 

r sing fro •i ~hin the ,, ry fi<r of th d1~contcnted 

of h gh descent . Tnece ~~ , n· th clc~entc that 

supportc th ~ , provided E,iropc ·1ith o.n old sc pcgcat 

f or the r new problems . Bu"; t .. .:.s tlrnc the perpetr ntoro 

of' ~nti-Jml'· sh propa id cloth~tl t elr victl:no in a 

m ntle of evil w ch '. .... lo ... ~uppos~tlly based o n~neteen h-

century sc ntl~ic r ce rch . ~ney renl1z t at th day 

had pncs uhcn nti- Je••lshne"'· could be sclely grounded 

on a re i ious Cxl"is . T :-c:fore the favored ol "-':::es , who 

1·ere e1 the.,. alren ,, dis or l'ho sa : t .. clr f' ture 

·ith ominous for boding , j o ined th tradltionnl residue 

of J en- haters found ln every age to coin a new word 

anti- Se ltis~ . It soon been e an articul te ~orce 

during th e~cr ence of German nationnlism 1n the 1870 ' s 

under Bis:w.rck. In the r 1ndl::crim1nate attaclrn upon 

the entlre Je\:ish e r oup these anti- Semites utilized 

pseudo- sci nee and uarped history to build new n rst:mals 

for old hntreds . 

Gobineau •s uork was published in 1 53. Its ajor 

thesis tas quite s1mple . Race was the .ey to history 
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and civil1zat1on. Bow Hitler ' s h~art must have pounded 

when he read that of the "three principal race s , white , 

yellow and black ••• the white wa s the :::uperlor" ; thnt 

1 even the wqlte race had its gradations with the mo•t 

exalted strand being the Aryan ; that a~ong the Aryan 

family the Ge~ans "were probably the best of all the 
25 

Aryu.1s .• But , Goblneau declared , even "the Aryan Ger.nan,• 

that •powerful cr~aturc , " ~ust beware of conta~lnat1ng 
I 26 

'hl~ blood purity , for this woul1 lead to h1s degeneraclon. 

Chamberl:iin ' s thesis , like that of his forerunner 

Gobincau, was also cstabliwhcd on the bscls of r a ce as 

• 

a key to history and clvll1zat1on. I t first a ppeared in ~ 

1899 and •soon became the Bible of the racists and their 
27 

anti- Semit ic cohorts. • Chamberlain ' s primary assertion 

which so endeared him to Hitler was that • the Ger:nans 
28 

were the elite or tne Teutons.• This ••moral A?"yan '·· ~ 

was respona1ble tor all the important contr1butl.o.QI to 

oiT111zat1on , in contrast t o the alien, disruptiJaa 
29 

1ntluence ot ~he Jaws.• 

How Hitler appropriated the racla~ theories ot a 
• 

Gob1neau. or a Cl¥uaberla1n for his own chaotic dea1gna 

can .... 
1111t111"9 rPl4.e a P,r1aon he. warned. an unbelln1n& 

9rl4 ot ala eaot oonoept1on or the maater race , an' 
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now I!lorc frightening than ever bee almost 

accomnlishcd what he set out to do . Herc are Hltl er ' s 

own words . 

All the human cul ture , all the results of 
urt , science and t echn-logy tha~ 1~ sec before us 
today , are ~lmost exclusively the creative pr oduct 
of the Aryan . This very fact ad..'lll t~ of the not 
unfounded inference th1 t he alone was the founder 
of all higher hu_rnan ty , in reprc"'entin"" t 11e pr vO ­

type of ull that we undors: and by the word " lllll .. •• 
· e ls the Pro~ethcus of nankind from whose sh 4 n:"'lc; 
brow the dlvlne spark of genius has sprung at ell 
tl es , forever klndl1nt! aneu tna1; fire of knowledge 
~·nich 1llum1ned the night of silent mysteries a d 
thus caused man to climb the psth to ~awtery over 
the other beings of this earth ••• JO 

P1rst !Utler prai. es the accompllsh'.ncnts of the 

Aryans and then he tells ow this was done -- by 

tramplin others . 

Thus f or the f ormation of higher culturec the 
existence o!' lower human typec lia:- one of-the most 
essentia l precond1t1ons •••• rt ic certain that the 
flrct cultur of cll!Ilnnity was 'bs.scd less on t he 
tamed anlmsl t han on the use of l ower human beings . 
Only after the cnylavcment of subject races did t}e 
sa~e f te strike beasts . For the first conquered 
warrior drew the plow -- and only after him the 
horse . Hence i t 1s no a ccident that t he first 
cultures arose in plac~s where the Aryan , ln his 
encounters with lo~ r peoples , s ub jugated them 
and bent them to h1 ~ · 111 •.•• A:; long as he r uth­
l essly upheld the m~ster attltude , not only did 
he remain master , but a l so the preserver and • 
increaser of oulture . J1 

Then Hitler warns of the danger s tha t had heretofore 

befallen the German Arya;~r . These cardinal errors :ere 

to be el1~1nated in the Third Retch . The master ' s 

language must not be conta~i ted . 

• 
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As soon as the subjecte eople began to 
ralse the.'.llc€lvcs up and approach the level o f 
t licir conqueror , a phase of wh1ch p-robably ~:as 
the use of his la.ngua£>C 1 the barrier s between 
m ster and servant broke ~own . )2 

More importantly the blood of the Aryo.n tnUqE r emain 

absolutely pure . 

~he Arynn gave up the purity o f his blood 
a · , ~ •. re fore , lo~t his so jurn ln the para.d ise 
w .lc he had mg.de for himself . He became sub-

ergca in a ra.c1al ..,. .. anl vradua..lly lost his 
cultural cre:.itl.vene ... . . . . 3lood mi xture and the 
recultlnt dre>'!' ·n t~ ~ v. 1 lev~l ls the sole 
cui.1.se of the dying outi of oltl. cultur .... ; ~or men 
do not perish o.s L result o: lost \':a , .mt by the 
loss of that force of reslst.ance whic ~· continued 
only ln pure blood . All uho urc not of 0ood race 
int.ls world are chaff . JJ 

The "cho.ff 11 of i-:ein Ko.m pf was undoubtedly me;rnt tc 

be the J m.s . H1. tlcr p l anned to e:xterm no. tc them along 

w1th all the other so- called undesirables of "!mpure" 

blood . .. 
Adolf Hitler h~d leirned from hie spiritual mentor s 

with an uncanny abil i ty . He understood the true n tur 

o~ the Gerti.an peo:ple better than any person slnce Ha:rtln 

Luther . Indeed the vJ.. trlol1c attaclrn of Luther on the 

Jews ; the ant1- Jew1s policies of tic C~thollc Church ; 

the a.u thor1tar1nn tradlt1ons of Prussian Cer:nuny ; the 

fervent nat1onal1sm of Ficht~ , He~el and Nietzsche ; the 

pe.gan myths revita lized by Wagn~r · ~ ope~"91 and the 

fanatical racial and.ant1- Sem1t1c theorl,es of Goblneau 

&nd Chamberla1n •ll served in their strange and diverse 

ways to catapult Hitler into power in Germany . The 

' 
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.i.M di tc caus of his success w a.kne"'"'es 

of the Welm r Republlc . Its rl1c 1ent polltica , m111tary , 

a~d indtstrlal leadership , and its complete economic 

coll pee ddring t.e gre t depreccion of the 1t&1920 ' s 

nnd early l930 ' s , provided Hitl r with his ercut opportunity 

end he seized the advantage without hesltatlon . 

O!lCC Hitler secured the reir;ns of the Germo.n g vcrn:n nt 

in 1933 he lo.shed out at the Jc"t>;s u.i.th nll the fury he 
I 

had promised them in hie pre- victory pron unc me ~J . 

Hundreds of ye rs of ch tto hls~ory dictate the Je•ish 

re~ponGe nd with rare exceptions t is cxclud d attack, 

r~si~t nee , or revAn Instced the ajorlty of Jew:; 

chose the r actiun r>attern l''nlch hod assured t heir survival 
J4 

"during the Church • s rnassl ve conver::;lon drive . !! T! i .. 

decision ro.z de~tgn d to ~ec~re the~ "a chnnce for 
~ ~, 

s -rvival during t e period of exouloion and exclus1 r. ... 

First the Jews tried the allevia tion method . 

Under the heading or allev1~t1on uTC included 
petitions , prot ctlon pay~cnts , ransom arran e nt , 
entlclpatory compliance , relief , rescue , salvage , 
reconstruction -- in short , all those act vitles 
which arc designed tu avert danger , or , :n the 
event tnnt force h s ulr ndy been used , to 
di~lnish its effectc . )6 

w en alleviation failed , the Je1s attempted a second 

r eaponse ~ttern , that of evasion or fl1 But the fact 

remains that only a row Jews migrated f. oo Nuz1 Germany 

during the 1930 ' s . 

• 
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Jews ha·1e r arely run from pogr .., • They 
h ve llv d through it . The Je\'ish te y has 
been not to run from, but t ~ ~vive w1th , ant1 -
J ew1sh r gim s . It is a f cv , ow confir ed by 
any docu;nents , thnt the Je• cc an attem~t to 

11v ·1t .:ltler . In "!1 ny c s ... thcv f · 1 d t 
csc e n111 ther w r- st ill ti c , more often 
~t11i , they ·1cd to ~t"P out of t \ay ~en 
the killers ~ere already upon thcm . J7 

When evasion or fliGht or~ no longer possible the 

t hird and f1nal st e in the Jew!.s'1 recction to i::n.rnancnt 

danger occur • It la Known s p ralysis . It takes place 

only hen all e:rorts t alleviation or comp11 nee with 

the oppressing regl~e have failed und there is no hope 

left . Though th~s reaction ha~ rarely co~e to p ~s ln 

Je·:ish h i s tory , l t was xoerienced ln Nazi Europe , once 

" the German bureaucr cy de lts weighty a~d dr stic 

dee s1ons to destroy , utterly and co~pletely , ~he Jews 
38 

of Europe ." 

There are mnny people ~oua who radi cally disagree 

with the foregoln& picture of Je'J1sh ttcolle.borat l on" 

wl.th the naz1s as being t he only response of these 

v i ctims of Hltler ' s agression . kllong the Rabbi Phi lip s . 
Bernstein is t o be included. He bus vividl y recall ed the 

g r eat t radition of Jewish artyrdom and sacrif i c e which 

he takes t o h ve begun with I s::i.ac and continued thr oughout 

World War II . In Pol and, 

Adam Cern1aws k1 , refused t o give the Nazis a 
l lst of J ews wnom they wanted for extermination 
know1 v - r y :ell t hat i t meant t he los s of hl s 
own 11" • The resistance of the J et.s of the U r~aw 
ghetto 1 - ::;t 1:1 th the lr bare hands has not been 
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cur,oci.sc d 1n .11 tn history o h 1r hu 
br Yery . Pal ~ti1c und rground dropoing 
by p~rac ut b~h nd the ~el1!1Sn liner:; during the 
W r nd r ' w 'Ill; ' V ry~ in0 t o S~V Je irn -·v r 

after th ·ar ls in tho same great tr ditl ~ . ?q 

Therefor he h .... s t en to tack Hannah A!.·endt f or b~:r 

.. non- obj ct1ve ace unt 11 of tne Jct:ish victims of nltlcr ' ~ 

'lggress· on cont·:c\ln d 1.n h r book Elchmrin in Je:-usalcm . 

He h :::; cr1t1.ciz d 4z~no Bett lhei.111 for nls " shockinc 

!:p cch" de 'before t:.c A."!l rlcan Council ,for Judaism in 

w.11c1 h .,t t d , " that tLe ghetto rnent lltf• of the Jele 
0 

of Europe contributed to th. destruc~t . • ~ fie has 

count -red the!r nccu~atlon~ by charging , 

What a wicl .. ed distortion . How many of t e 
!l1X 1J lion ;; •s c U"e t doors i·ere 
clo>o# d to th lr e::cnpc ? Hvw vil ii; is to 
bl m t v ct1~ for t .e deeds of t'1e murderers 
and for the \nd ff rcncc of the bystanders , uho 
d:id not lift h ;1 nd w .o r fused to op~ the L 1 
doors to tho~e who were locked behln~ ghetto wall~ • 

... 
Bern~teln ' s passloru te condemnation of ~rendt ' s and 

et tel 1elm ' s vieus "·ould o.pply lf1. th equa.l force to Raul 

Hi.lbv~u • ~ presentation of the threefold Jewish re ct1on 

pattern of alleviation , evasion , a nd paralysis . Hilberg 

has cla1 ed that by 1941 nd 1042 , " Just ~nen the dcstructlon 

process ln Europe entered into l ts lt1lling phase ," _paralysis 
42 

had afflicted the victims of the Nazl onclnught . But 

Rabbi Bern~tein ho.c cald toot not the Jc 8 but the t:eeotern 

countr ien , were paralyzed. They a.re the ones , protests 

Bernstein , who must bear the r e sponsibility for the death 

of the Jews . 

• 
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n , ·~o::len .d c 1ldr n ho 
could h ve !\Oen s vcd f t e 

d ~im~ly open d t _r ~oors to 

v hnpo ne' ~a Eu~cpc ' s JPWO had the 

11 W st r n po ers" chosen to he1 p t C"'l ir c f 1cult tb 

ny belc eu rod Jews 1 t he nless 

n fr ndle'"::; · .. o. l'·orld indlffer nt t their fate would 

have survived . But t' i" W'l~ not to >:>c> . Instead the ·nzi. ... 

were left fr e to per t.,. .:..n ~h !'ollot11ng -nanner : f ir"'t , 
I 

the .Jcu"' rnrc c:<cl rl d "ro'T. Ger n and Europenn "'OC1ety 

by l aws aud e f inltions ; s cond , their nr operty ~as 

expropr t d ; third , th" ·ere pl cecl in cancer.tr tion 

c .. """ ps ; fourth, noblle kllli,,g operations took place in 

azi- occup d oort1onr of ~he us:~ ; nd f na11J , rhey 

we'!'e de_ orted to ki.l lng centers n he rest of _fo.xls 

Euro • 

T us d d tlcr c ievc power in Germany and us it 

to annl h i~te t he Europe n Jews . But the conu qu nces of 

}\itler went f o.r beyonc he Jewish nrob em . As Rabbi 

Bernstein has se.1d , tt the Naz1 assault upon the Jews • • • 

was t he prelu e thB.t contn ne the pattern f or the attack~ 

upon and for the catastr ophe that would ye t befall t 

entire f&~lly of ~.ations . It was ~11 there in what 

happened in the early 1930 ' c to the Jews f Germany ." 
44 
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Phil lp S o Bi l'n~tc in I s c .... 1·et..r B~e ] 9lr-6 . 

Phil lp Sidney Ber.!s l,..;in ' :s care1.;r .2.S Advis1..;r on 

Je .-Jish Affc;.irs t o t},1;; United Jt.ttcs Military Com:na.nders 

fn Europe Nas, a truly fo.:3ci11-....tlng one . However , before 

exami 1ing t,1is phas"" of his life in det·1il , the si..;nific ... nt 

events of hi~ e·'l.rll-=lr yr.:.'.lrs Slluuld be reviewed . Not only 

will tndy reveal the f a ctors which coincided to bring hlm 

into the f ertile fi:.lJ of Je:.lsh eJ.ucution and corrLnunity 

lite as a aabbi , but t cy will ln~icate the re~son~ for his 

being selected to repres ent t r. e A'Ilerics.n J ewish cum:nuni ty 

in its dt:sperate post- war effort to save and protect the 

surv l ving J e\·ish r e :nnant of !i'i tlcr ' s N"azi holocaust in 

Europe • . 

Rabbi Bernst.ein was a native A.Jerican son born of 

J <nish i11unigr\.;lnt pa!'e!lts in Roc!1c ster- , l~ew Yori~ , on June 

29 , 1901. Eis "tothE..r and fu. th~r , w:.o wer'"' Ortnodox in the 

lil>eral sense , kept ~ traditiofll::ll ku~her home - - t:ilthough 

it was no t overly devout . From nis home life and pnrt icularly 

from his mother , who .ras a dee.ply r e l igious woman , he 

inheri t ed a sincere , sensitive appre c iation of J euish life 

and va lues . 

At school the young Bernstein showed gr eat a ca demic 

and intellectual promise - - which over the yea r s has been 

generously f ulfil l ed . Throughout gra'lll'Ilar school , high 

school and college he a lways :nanaged to stay two years 

ahead of hL~self , completing East High School in 1917 

/ 

• 

· '\ 
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J Ju11 n w. •· c · , Loulr Lipsky , Ta.tns~ Stro.us , 

h Lev· , L<>uls · , and St phcn s. Wir • 

Th ct of en n d tl se meet n ~ upon th~ 

Cif t .. •on ble Ber~ ... tctn -.· s momentou~ . Tncy 

"I1 de hll'!l ·nto lirelol'.lP: Zionist ; ~he• gave hlm u feel~n 

of e· lnh di nlty nd s l -rcsiect ; they move hlm in the 

'!.r ct · on f e r le cu1 ur an the H bre >1 lcmguage . 

upo th• cowplet o of 1~ four 'ear nrcgran at 

Eo.s .1.gh School Rnb'b1 .., r.1 .... t in deoortPd for Sy:ro.c ise 

ere nP d v loom nt occurred in his life . 

l very much pr ss~d for fun 

ha.•11nu act y co cnccd hie career ~lth only forty doll rs 

of rro· •ed money 1n 1 s pocket . As a rcsul t he had to 

or.1t h.i.s oy throug he Unlv r 1~ • So chon he ~g d t o 

pay ~u-t1on, re , board , f es nd everything else , chiefly 

by p1c lng up 1c e s at the Greac Spoon restaur r.t , waiting 

on ~able at t c Co~mop lit 1 Club, r nnin~ the c ndy ~t r.d 

ror hl~ fr t rnity bro here n~ the Slgmn Alpha [U house ; 

oy securin~ a job ns pr ofevslonal anslstant secretary at 

Syracuse ' s J e .1.sh Co'!ll!l n1 t y Center , nd by :recei v 1ng o. fer; 

dollars fr the Zlonist organizati But n ccssity 1 o 

dictated that th1s oung Journeyman- scholar seek eunapy 

School e ploy nt . At th a·e of slxtee the hard-pr scd 

B rnstein f ound this employment t a Re orm T~ple t h 

Temple Soc1ety of Conco ~ in Syracuse . Tn~re , for the 
' . first t1~e , he came under the 1nf1uence ot Reform Jud.a1S!ll . 

' 
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1919 :JJ- . Adolf Gutt\.....-was succeeded 

by Behjet'llln Fr ied..'Il n G.f' Rab 1 of Syra cuse ' s Befonn Synagogue . 

Phll lp B"'rncteln w ... GW1ftly attracted tc t~.ls fi .. _ , ar;n 

, person \';ho hsd o.' deep ntere~t 1n people , a sencl t ~rn 

appr elation of the Heb_rew langn.u ge and Hebr ew cultu:-e , 

and a. r e:nar'cable · e.y of 011nn1ng a co11Jlunity . The mature 

Rabbi and the rapidly developi !lg ycu:n.,3 mnn were soon 

working close toge't"1er . h t fi~zt Bcrncteln taught 1n , 

the S:.md ... y ~c · ool , but wh~n it developed that the Rabbi 

needed a ~ecrctary , be as1·ed. he young Rochesterian to 

accept the job. ernste n immediately gave his consent 

::4?11} for his le.st tt-·o yes.re a.t Syracu:.c cont inu~d to serve 

Rabb~ Fricd~a~ in t his cap~city . The effects o f this union 

were to shape Fhilip Bernste n ' s destiny . ot only ,did the 

two 'l'Ilen beco e close friends but subsequently ~te1n ua.s 

t o marry the Rabbi ' s n:1c",, . Thls , houevcr , ls only part of 

the s tory . 

In.the Temple ln Sv ~cusc Philiy Bernstein ha.d hls 

first cont a cts nlth a v.ltal , moa.ern ?.efo!"n Juda ism 11hich 

made quite an appea to h.l.m . An idea that ho.d been 

gcrminat1ne in h1s mlnd for some tine , t ha t or entering 

the Rabblne.te , now came to frult1on . At the same time , 

however , :1c had nspJ.rat1ons of becom1ns lawyer and by 

the year of his eraduation 1n the sprl'ng of 1921 , he ha4 

been admitted to Hc.rvard Law School . At this crucial 

juncture 1n Bernstein ' s life hie father took s1ck and 

• 

.. 
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q ·r.d f 1ly aes1wt~ncc ln rd r t m h1 ... 

whol 1 an r t 11 . ntc busl~ Th n "fl de. d 

coll~ radu t. r tur e .. t r r for bout 

y too ver cert ln a_p ct~ ~r 1s r t .er ' s sto 

Dur1n thls riod ne cp nt a co ... ollnt of t1 

wor ·1 ie in t Jc1ish co:i unity . He tuu3ht ln Te:npl 

B ' r .i.th Kodesh ' s Sun y $C l OO l tAtld co.'iuct d •1the Sund y 

ft_rnoon ttl ent for oor ch!.l~.r n" n •. lch ~ e. ... also 

under t .• auspice of tic ~lbbs Struet rcr.iplc ; he l d 

You Jud. nn nd w a.1-.. ctiv in ::oc ter ' s 
46 

Jc.rish You .d !om n ' .... ~ .. ocl t1 n . t th 6C of 
I 7 

t ._nty he was II v tcr n ... unda.y Sc' ool t ~·C 
,, 

T.. ye r ln Roe ... t r , dur1 . .,h1ch ~ co co;n 1 ... ly 

1 r~ed hi lf in v ri us as ccts or Jew1s. co~- nal life , 

conclUslon t .... he truly dcelred 
.... 

to b-co:ne a R bb1 1 ... t e.d of a lat.ycr . Beal y what he 

wanted to ~ rve his p oplc . He felt t a . as a ~ bbi 

he coul~ do thl~ on a full-t1m b is r ther t n on the 

rgins of his life a a l awyc · • 

I met D ctor 
Co 1 ge , · no r nga 

s .., 1ntl1nccs t .., MlS rcq ired of 
o. Rabbi t t it rr1 d But sh rtly t re ft r 
I et Rabbi St phen s . 'iisc , who utt rl;y ca tlvated 
c nd w o e point of v cw s Gimil r to m own . 

He WO. Just about to open a new wChO 1 for Rabbls 
in New York City nd I realized tl.is ·as 1t . So 
contrary to the d.vice of lioiI' cc 'folf , LBcrnct in ' s 
entor 1n Roche t r and th rabbi of B' rith Kodech 7 

who had n unpl c srut argument 1th Stephen ~1~ , I 
w nt to th New York school in th f 11 of 1922 o.nd 
entered the rabbinate ; my ~abpi,nic 1 care r w s 
begun . 48 
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Ph l1p s . ..,er in cho c to attcn1 he' Jew1oh 

Institute of R 11g1on cau~c of t~o rcaoo G. F1rrt , 

in tt: n1f1cent .... tc!)1en Wise , e oaw everyth1~ he 

n • nt d tO be -- an ntcn e and C thOliC J e t Z1on nt , 

and o c1al 1d 1 lct . 

th~ conpstnb111ty o~ J u 

s c nd , at tl- t1~ 

Bv h1s 1 U'e he taug!.t {Fi J 
49 

oc1al 1de l1~ . " 1~o , Z1on1c:n and 

t: c ceriouoly cono1dcrlng the Befo~ 

rabbinate , upor. hie raduo.ti~n f rom S,;racuc , t'.e H brew 
. 50 

'-......J Union Coll 0 e ~ d no~1r. t1one.l and nntl- Zlonist . Th re 

policies ;ere 1rrcconc :!.lllblc Hl th h1 S bar1C bel Cf~ a.n he 

h1lc e. rebb1n1c l ct de t a.t t:ic J eul h Inct1tutc or 

Belt ion , Bernet 1n wac , 1n the wor~c of Dr . _tephen s . 
51 

\-i1se , "perfect stude .. . •• Still, d - r-p1tc t e 1nClu ce of 

Rochcctcrinn , e : s 1n no 

trny x pt !'rmn feelings of s r i.ouo spi.rltunl doubto while 

t the ~e 1nary . During t he second year of h1 Et dies 1n 

New York> aft r thorou hly questioning h1s r l1glo ~ ttitudec 

tor th 1n1stry , he turned for o.dv1ce to John Ha neo Ho11"1'1 s, 

th great llber l mLnict r of the Co?:rnunlty Church . Th1s 

preacher pnr excellence and noble hu~ n being was of great 

hel ~ to B.rncteln in thiv t rying period of h1c lire . 

He h lped oc to understand t 1.1. rten the 
right queMt1ons tere ore nAC cc~ry nth r1cht 
answors . He influenced e to appreolate t rnt my 
v lues , y ntt1tuden , 1cre ore important at th t 
st~~e of my life · n formalized bclletc. Tneolo 
he a~cured me , would co~c lat r. It s thls non­
Jew1ch clergyman who ore than ny other helped e 
to rem 1n in the rabb1natc . ;2 
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In 1 ~6 .hlllp s. in r t 

Inct·tu.t f R 11 1cn. Im dl t ly r ... . B rn 

embark d for E r nnd ::?-" .... .1. tin r t lJ d 

.?.a bi 

t 7 ~n1ve1: .. itY ln Je · · ... • l Ho\' v le 

VP.l... d ln Roch ztc.,. l" 1' c r to c 

his pl n~ r ~c lly . He ~ ce ed c bl t;r fr Te 

B' rit'1 Ko 'esh lnfor t. t a 'b i ·101r h d t 
• 

n 

... criounly 1:1 . T c . ur ,J t · n in ·1 le he b t 

r cently b en a .; mll: y ... c ol te c r, w ng h1'll 

to c C •• O:!lf.) The yo m n 

nd ln Sept bcr , 

· 9~6 1 t the ave of ~ nty-fo r , be
0 

n hl active 1ni. ry . 

In Febr ry , 1927 , n Rab t ... 'olf died , Ph111. 

Ber .., t 1n b c th u 1 l der of Te pl B' rlth 

Kodesh . Dur1 the 1 t 1020 ' ,.. n 
. 19JO ' s he dlrt1n~ulsh 

im<-elf n 1ns lr d s rv nt and d dlcated R bb1. His 

keen .ln 1 n11d f orceful person 11 ty ; his r e::nnr bl bllity 

to see t h es ... nt1 l elementa of tryin ... pro bl.ems ; is 

wonderf• 1 sense of hum r and ·11a r mth , nd his quiet , 

d1gn1f 1ed mann r co pl t ly devo d of a • tr cec of 

pomposity , · on lim a 1 rg f ollo·1ng. Ao a writ r e 

u ed his mazing f c lllty \11th t h Eq,gll l ngungc to 

d 

expr uS hls t1mely ideas clearly and Si ply . As a spe 'er 

fe were h's equ 1 . He cpoke from out of the depths of 

his being nd people could not help but bcco e ot1onnlly 
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n 1nt 11 ctu lly · .~olv d in h ~ s tr· 11 of th u 

B t cr~a.p · \ ~ t lµ.nt s nn ct v ' ct w ' ch d1tl 

th ~ .. t to .h~nce h1z rep· t tion . He tlrel ys yd voted . 
• l:-- en rc,1ec t" t'. S:)Ci 1 iii.r v n nt of the corn...,,un1ty 

by servin...., nuoerou"' c vie' nt rpr1nec . He fc11n1cd nnd 

led Roche ct r ' .. :nterf · t •• GC' or ·r· 11 Co!T' ni ttce . He beer e 

t.hc pr air!e...,t of t'1 Cit; ClrJ.~ · He cha plcm d t'1 city ' "' 

l'.l,,,;VC'T! nt f r be*'; ter ho . l.1 - • 
• F.e cncour L~rl t' .e birth 

contr ol ·voe tc , . • r~/'r"'t 31..1'1g r , ... l ct:Jr e ple 
.53 

uc- \;ell a.,, t :oc l' :::-t rty ' s zpo:.e~'l .. , ·• l..,., n Thomaz . 

:athln R c1 "tr• ... Jc:i~ c !"l.:i t1itr , a.no p"'rticul rl,: 

F·b"ll Bern:::t in ·1orkcd d'li_ nti y tor join 

.ic .eo~l t~ 1 th concelvea .. ~ bein- the r orbit 

-of current :tmiFh life . .. pas ... · on "or Z' onis hnd convinced 

him t tal l or Icr l T!lU t ... t nd te:;ether t o ach · cvc J en-Ty ' s 

co:n~on c one rn:s . The~ for he geare ht~ congrec; t 4 on 

to e.r dc t h pr ctl:c~l ~hllocophy ;.·r-.ich hls teac . er n 

idol , St phen s . ·as , had de-nonstr ted to be co=npetlble . \ 
( .. 

He n::m no confl i c t l n bctne a ._.ooi Refo n J ew and an active~ ~ 

Zionict . Though a t t he t .ime thi s uac e. cour o.geous a nd • \ 

controvers1 l pos1t l on f or him t o t ·e he ~oon convinced 

his c~ner gants o f its merit s and 1ts nee ssity . Within 

a comp::i.rat1vely s hort per iod Temple B ' rit~ Kodcch w s 

supporting him ln h1s a ctive Zlonlst role ln Rochester , 

where he was 1m;trumental ln f orming the local Jeu1sh 



Co 

it ... 1 

director f t p .co 1tt e o nd n..'lvy 

11 ous cttv1 '"' f the o. t' or.al Je L ... h lelf re B rd . 

c f' 'I) t •c .,.., t First n1. ~ c n· ..... T o 1 

Wo ·ld 1 ,r::: , l ' s inv of ow 1,; on ... ept;eober 1 , 939 

1r thr t t J ws of E•rope ccnvln~Pd hl 
55 

t re t r r . Th t' bbl fro Roe ester 

h d by tl ved. f'rn , bro d. :ceputatlo"l s a 

le"'der n " f OI";'T! u b tter ene:ny of prcjud · ce 

r_v r lt ar e . ':it th bl 

1 ... · coner Ori he d ls y i;ioved to (ew Yo r lt Cl.:ty , 

wh r th J e 1sh ·elf r~ Boor ' s o ~r1ces .er~ l ocated , t 

ass ~ t ~e r 1")()ns1b l t " of h i r ne po o t i on . Th 

fro Dece..,,ber 1042 t o Febr u r v 19li6 , he 1: "' l.n ch r e of 

the wor k ... t h 3 1 A~cr c n Rabbi"' \ho served ch p l 1.Yl"' 

in t h un e St t ~ armed serv cc~ . In t his c pacity he 

cover d s m~ny of t h a r f r ont s and m111tnr y c rnns c he 

porsibly could , vl t ing the t he t rn o f op ra t ion in Eur 

the Pa.c1f c ni-'I Ala s :a . There tims hordly n isl nd 1:n the 

Pacific fro At tu t o Gund le nal , t•her e n tro ps 

er st t1oned , to whi ch hie duty did not t l~e him . At 

tnc w e t c he es in clo ~e , constant touch w1tb the 

chi fs or 'chaplains offices 1n U shlngton. The contacts 



\. 

- 44-

1-hrou,:~out thl s Lead ~~ere 

.ic bee< me the second a.dv !"er 011 .. r e,·•1 ::h · ff· 1.rP in Eurooe . 

' . The p£: rior\ dur1 ~1Z ·1h 1 ch Rnb'ui Bcrnrtci v1 1 isctir:ire;Pd 

JP.w 'n<l pnrticuln.rly to ~)e .. 1. ~tron~ , '\. nt~rise Ztonist . 
~ 

Nou th:i t he w::i.s in a pc. c:: ~ t lon of nu ti9n:=· 1 J e•·i c(t J earers .. ip 

he r~und he e n lf UEO ~i~ na.~J c~1 1 re~ infl cncP to 

~.ttr'"' ct l'"' rger nnmbnr.-. of !'~onlr- to work u ,re"! l;tinP-ly 

f or Zi .)nism anrl t i-IP a~ts.bl.i.shnent of the J eui ::h ConL11on-

Weflth . I n pur1:1uit o" t:-'ls 1url)ost. he r ndered z-, number 

of serv1ces . One wa .... w't'lting . 

In Dec '3mbe r 1942 ~f' rl eP..rly 1943 , Rabbi Ber nste in had 

&. sertF..s of :...rt 1 ~J.es nubl..~ shed in Tlv~ Ha ti on u11der t he 

title "The J ews of Europ~ . " Tbey hn.<'l qu ite an i mpact . 

Three f actors had compellecl him to oubJ lcize his views . 

First , he ~eped " to impress on t he conscience of fre e men 

the va stncsr:; and. t he gha.l.: tl1ness of thE; Jewish trAgedy in 
56 

Europe ." Second , he f elt it imperative for others " to 

perceive t hat what is h"'ppening to t he J ews is but the 

J 

57 
foreshedowin0 of the f -=t tE: of other peo'ples under Nazi rule .'' 

Finslly he desired 

that men of vision shOll l d at l ast realize that 
the solution of th~ Jewish problem in Eu~ope is 
not the concern alone of the J ews or of tne Chr istian 
conscie~ce . Tough-mind~d st~t~smen must understrnd 
that t he f tture peace of the wor ld is bound up with 

.. 
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d , 
ercnt 

art~ en he rcfcrrc· to " tou h-

.1nded st t ~ c1 " and "orov1rion for solving the Je 1=h 

prob em" ln "a. pc c.e t e ty" wt:lch culd provide "a 

no~ ~~c re c~ u r t. -etc of Europe" became 

q i~ ear as he Epc ) d out hlF" are;u cnt in T ,e .~ation . 

His long- r nee solutlon of the Jc~1~h n'o~lem at the 

r • s end for &~ 1 the necessity or ect~bl1sh ng the Jcw1~h 

ln Palert1nc . Eloquently and l1th forth-

rlghtnesE h .rt t~ 1r, "Alter~ t:ve~ to Zion " -- t 

thlrd of hl.c nrt1.el c.n n The a tlon -- that such n " Ho e '' 

could not rec.sonab y be c r eated in Alasl\n. , ArgEmtl:na , 

A rtr al a , Blro- B1djen , Bolivia , the Dominican Republic , 

doge.scar bee UDC none of the~e 

terrltor1es r countriec deslTed o~ were le to absorb 

n ass migration of Je 1sh emlgr nts . T'11s left only one 

proet1ool ns~rcr to the Je1;1sh problem 1n EUrope , cl.aimed 

Babb1 Bernstein -- the Z1on1st solution. Though h did not 
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th rcb' "'o xclud oth r er . t1v s ror~ll v1 t ine; 

t' C")nd.lt 1.')n f i.ie J f: I G 0. 

ch I".._, in r t1on p llc A'" of t r. United St t 

h etr,.,ne y l ev th er e t1.on of 8 J C \J1 h t tc 

1n p leot1n ·o 1lr'i 11 e,,lV" tr. orld ' s ~oat per 1,..t cnt 

probe ond .. • en!!.bl gtft ~ ,~pl€ , once or~ on th r 
59 

enc · nt r er ~ ~011 1 to nr1~h ~rn • s sp1rltual llfe ." 

Bub•,, ~1tlng bo ~ Pal r.t1~e nc the hope of 

J en.. "' t n ' V U - rl rl Gp r tc for U G f 

1 rld , na b1 Bernstein irnc blo to 

ren er ot r 1~ ort ~t b f1t to the Z1onl~t c u,..e ~ 

t o his opl • 11 Director or t Jeul-h Chanl 1ncy 

rot>ram 1n Wor d \.' ,.. II. Hh1lc living ~n lew or: Clty 

hP. r ul r '" invi• d to • 1 "10 e mn ll but 'nflucnt nl 

:roup~ or 11b r l · litnrv.ry fig r s w o h tr1 d t o 

n~ e role of Pa l t ne . At various t1 CE he 

~.!ld people lt·e No~an Cous1nw of the _s __ t_u~r_d_a_v ________ ~f 

Lite ture , Frc a r re uny of The l ib tlon , ant! x Lerner 

r 

or PM, f or ve:11n s o f 1 ... cu s1ons ~·1th p rsonal1t1ev like 

the l e. t G rshon Agronr;ky , rho 1 ter i-· c to beco e the 

publisher of The Jcru le~ Poet nd the or of Jcrucalc~ . 

The th1 t'11ng Rabbi Bernsteln d1d try to 1iiiprovc 

the J ew1ch position at this t1me .o..s to becom deeply 

involved 1n ~ er1ca •s Z1on1£t leadership. He became a 

sembe~ of the Zionist E!!lcrgenc· Council Which s then 
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pl nnlns the entire pro~r m for the i~ple~•n\:,.~lnn of the 

Zionist dr o~ . In this c pac•ty R~bq1 Bernstein b ca.me 

deeply involved tri t'1 he A".!l ·rica. Je··1st: com:nunl ty , 

offic1cls in ··:a::-ti?10t' .. , ~he ZionL.t lca.der:::'1lp in 

Po.l stin'3 ant' Europe , e. s Hell aD 1'lany non- Je"t- G . One of 

the tr.lV1J1Clltr: uhici he h""'d end ce.rr .:..ed out w1 th hl c 

i.-..te cou""in P.sbbl :Ultor. '3t . inherg im.,. to orga11ize the 

,~"llerlc n ChriE:tie.n P~l-:...tin C ""UI:l ttee . To ..... et' .er they eot 
• 

me~ L.ke Henry At~ 1nson an1 :: rl ::crm~nn Voe"' to take the 

lee.lc~Ghip in orga'11Z ng o. ..,rouo of symp-t1.1.:tlc Christ.i.nm: , 

incl ... dL; s ch perE:o:nalitie~ i~= Rclnhold ~Hehbur and 

Hou .... rd Lc So'.l.rd of Bo::ton Unive1·s1ty , and polltlcnl fil,"Ures 

lik the lnte Robert Taft , to influ nc~ , orguni~e ~nd 

channel non- Je~ ish opinion towurO. Zi~nist objectlv1,;.'" . 

After three a::"d one- "' lf ye~.r·s of s~rvice to h1D 
,., 

country and ~he J cwlsh ch plaincy nrc~r~ Rab i Bernctein 

r eturned to .Rochester nd hi" co~rego.tLn in .?ebruory 1946 . 

It was hl~ !1rl!l intention at the ti e to remain t ere 

p~rmanently . Temple B' rith .:01e~h had just purchased a 

home f or h.ll!l aml hi~ family , and now he was e.nxio·v ~ t o 

attend to tho needs of this 1a?'ge Tc~ple r·hose congrega.ntc 

he hud been forced t o neglect by hie abcence durl:nt the 

war . Then , unexpectedly , he r €ceivc cl nn nvit tlon from 

the i#hit-e .House , fro'tl D:lv1d Niles , to ln.ve within t \'lo or 

three '!ll.onths for Eu.rope t o serve es Adviser on Jewish 

..rra1rs t o the United Stc.tes Arr.i.~· . A post- m .. r breakdown 
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h"'d or.:~ lrr ri in th rcln tlo':lr b tw en the J .ls'1 di plciCCd 

p ... r<"on .... , t A erlc n 'l'l1l ~ tar: utl~or1t es and the GeMen 

pcopl ft_r Jur ... c Si on Rif ' • .:.n~ hari !. ft th office of 

Jc ~.!_c; • • :.. vi er \.n G ·r~'..'\· v i·:i .. arcr. o f 1 C'l46 . The State 

nd far Dwpnrt'lle .t"' were a\1:-: ous , a. ... rere he Cve !'!l j r 

Je~ ish ore c: tions ti~ .l ing wil11 l"I tt_rs affecting the 

J wish diepl oe p rs"ns ln E 1rnpe -- t1e A~e·lcen Jew eh 

Committ~~ , ~h~ A eric~n J ich c~~f~r,en P , +he A~er1can 

J olnt Di~tr hut.i.on Co .:..ttC'E; , thw Jc 1ish A0 cs fer 

? lv·ti, , to !.!end an 

c::perienccd J e·1 ov r to c;uide t .. e Ar y .in h nd lng th 

de ic0 te probl~mz r.i.s.i. - n co~.nectlon iith t he survivors 

of t'1e r .... zi cxtcrmlmtion polici " • her"" \:as a l so 

press~re c~rmtin~ fr~~ the displaced persons thems l ver;.. 

t ".'.> h3 1e so~ebody in E ro,Pe once ez"' in l ho woul d l ook out 

for the ir nt rests o!l a. hi her level . All o.r t hEcc.e g r oups 

a g !'eed t nnt Ph1llp Ber 11 ... tein t-ra' t he !llD.n be,.. t s u1te f or 
60 

t he difflcv~t Jo b . 

i?a bbl Bernste1n v iewed t he offez ~r--..n the White House 

' witr. m1Y.ed feell~.g~ . On one han he w~s r elucta nt t o 

a ccept bocauae 1 t mennt lea ving hl s conereestion a_ain; 

he felt they t;ere entitl ed t o h \.s s ervices fter hls 

three and one- hnlf year~ or absence durlf't the war . On 

the other ho.nd he f e l t t hi s was the culmination of his 

:zhole experience ; that he ;.wa s slngulo.!'ly well .prepared to 

take this j ob . Fir~t , he was d evoted t o hls people and to 
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t . Secon, c 1~ ~ c b t 

co ct ·it. t'. t•l<:. r J~ .i£h eroupc , n • t .e... .l clud d 

not :nly tl.o c t . t · ... i·"' Zlc; 1. .. t , ...,ut t e· Reform on "' t:. ... 

woll. Thlrd , 1.. purd ..... d uniq .... ~ g ovc.rn"n n .. at.cl mil1t r,, 
I 

ex ~rlcncc . i1e 1:.new ho:r· t:h . ~r y · rl. t.4 , an<i it waG t 1 

Amy ti ep cislly 1n GP.r "'ny 

d • l' .... r o . .\)'lJocly else d t:.e6C qualif ic tio Th~y 

l:u .... u, c~blo him ~o b h l f"l ir a n1stor1c .. 
;, y . Ind.ecd th :i did . 

Ultl"l tol,, t. -- p,~c "'to have b en n~ q •w~1 ~ n 

Ro.b'b Ber. u1n ' s mind , or in t e minds of tiwsc who w nt 

him to Ger~uny , th t he h c t ( an be~t e~ui ¥ed to 

bee "I .... ht,; n xt .rc··ish A v1 ... er . But lJ fore h ccapted 

th posi t1on t nl'l red to h1"1 by t:1e Unit d States Govcrn"l£. t 

he called to...,ether th h udc of th "''i;c . ..Jrinclp ... l J •irh 
... 

or~"'nizat1 ~c , w.om h~ woul · al~o br re~r ~enting in Europe , 

for an istor1c , pr c • nt brea ing , ct1ng . He told th ~ 

he t-:ould not. deal , it .. ~ par te J ew is gr u s ; he told them 

he want u one ddre ... c and one unif .i.ed action .in thL. .. 

country , if ho re to t n to1s recpons1b111ty in Germany . 

There 1fill be occaslona l·flcn I will need· the 
help n culdance of the organiz d .reulch col'l!Dun tv . 
Tnere may be tlmes .hen I will ne d to convey 
lnfl")rmct1cn o.nd council to the Jcui3h co:mnunity . 
I cannot nd will not deal w1th die te and 
perh ps conflicting crou~s o~ E ch delicate and 
ur ent m~tters . In this at l ast t ere must be 
unlty . 61 

Ana the riirocle t~as perforr:led . Th r e was unity , and 
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d I. .:i:.. . :'.enen , 
(_ 

who •· ... t c.n 

-so-

on the -.• ccut lvc of the n "llel' ican Je. i..,h Cvnfernnce . hUS 

t . c ... ntact ... 1 . There f tt.:r Re.bbl B _ ns:;ein m~·· to 

• 
1nfor~ th Sccret-ric::: of .... t;itc ll'ld War t..nd cubsequent"' y 

the Theater ':o:n:Janders ln Eur .• e o!' hie wor.i:ig agr eGJncnt 

iii t. t:i(js- Je •i.;h or..; ... n i ~ t.ions . :.re w:..1.s told .:.n ·reply that 

~~-Y a5rc d tl .. full c~nsult tlon and 
coo r t · n re;: tJ cc ~ r .... _ ::;u::;t:: i 1 t o mer le 
n ld t he physiC..il Wt:ll - l.>t. i~ of the, J e·r .ish D' ~:-laced 
P r"'on!; . :''1c.., · P.r c\-~e t' ·n'C'rf't vidl ... ,, '"he 
e.::rnl:::tuncc n. d the fun:;t.:. .1nint; ll .1 r.y of t. JeFlsh 
or,...,.. niz t · nc n · tr• . .. t · ~ t ~ ·· ·, cont i . 1c at 
lon ......... ~ Lm,_; as ti1c 1ccd exl~t .. . t;'l 

Bl1t ""!abb1 Ber •• stu .i.. n n.:nt beyon:l th ~ovcrn1c1t ' s 

hop for contlnucd Jc:wis.1 or_anl:!e.tlonnl unit~, H .en he 

cald o.t t .a" ti.J .{; , " I trilst t t tl.i~ un1f1cd effort is 

the .romi:Je , t.1e symool ... :1tl the patter,1 of a un1ted 
·'>J 

Jerry in t,c yc~rs to co.~ . " 

.Before BernGtein beg n hls nm·1 job as Jewish Adv1~er 

he repor .... d h1m:::elf for his rc9ponEibillties 'Qy f'pend1ng 

one month 1n Eu.rope . Durlng this time he cou_ht and 

received clce.r 1mprearlons of the ,ProbleJllS faced by t he 

J..'rmy i n post-war G many and by the Jem:: l :n th,e dlsplli.ced 

persons co.m~s . I n thlu country J)e r eadied himself b~ 

s~en~1:nt; tlme with J udge Simon Rifkind , his predecessor, 

whose sound policies throughout his 1ncu ncy were to m ke 

it cons1d rably easier for h1s successo in the months 
64 

t hat lay ahead. Further provisions rca his torthoom1ng 
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1 .... .. it t J '~h-
or._. nlzat1o 1 l in :; \I York ::.t d by h ' "' J. ... 

~1b~cquont .trip to n tu i)r<.;r; lt th lr p int:-- of 
, 

view rto th Pr fl1dent , t e crot ry f :!ar , Robert 

P .... tters n ; the U1ter..; er t_ry. of '::i: te , Den Ac ... son , 
. 

end the Dir ctor ft~ ... liil Aff .irs Divl~ion of tic 

Ar~v , Gener l John J . Hillur:.l-u • Ecr ~tcln found the 

c;ener 1 att1tucL of the. e .~ .t t.1c.. hl , . level" of tne 
' . 

Uni tcd Sta tea covern"'"'e •. t tCJ '!:>"" cordl l. Th~y .. re anxious 

to !.lllint in f1.I'.:n r l t1cmE •· .l. t. th ... Auer c n J c\ ioh 

co::wiuni ty . Hh1le in t c c 1'i \;al he c.lao r(.cc.i::t;d hel pful 

briefings frou Horbe;rt Fi\,;r""t , a r£·nar1. bly bl c.nd 

ouccese!' l attorney uho rcpr ucntcd .... 
""··- Dep"rt'll t t 

re ... ponoiQ1lltles for G I"l'Ulny so f r aa the r fuc~es nd 

dl.cpl ce•1 pnroo.ns were conc.ernccl , nc fro:n D v id •• Uo.hl , 

• r resent tivc of the cr ican Jewiuh Conf rcnce . Finally 

P..abb1 B~rnste1n felt he had gathered together 11 of the 

loose t~re dc ·t hnt he could . He had l a id t he foundc.t1ons 

f or hls j ob nd he f el t his whole 11.f - erocrl encc had 

equipped hlm to h:lndle lt . In May , 194~ , he assumed his 

duties 1n Germany a s the Jewish 'd.vl ser , uith the hope of 

completing them in four m9nths . 
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s , t t •. )irt 

A1vl~cr :~rn tcln ~ e to find th ~1tuav1on n ~urope 

ten~ and c h;;l tic t·nPn he rr1 ved there n : y , 1946 . 
I 

A gr1m atfil?nphcr~ pr vailed over the e1tire c ~tincnt . 

Pe o 1 .:ere c wht up ln a f le rec otr glc ~i':lnly to ex lst . 
. 

T1cy ~ere hun~ry nd co They had cuf f crcd esr cl.a 1o~ 

d kn g dcp·p.:a tr . Thro·J_.~ ut Ell.rep"' !len hnd only blo.sted 

em~ri~ over which to brood . On one ccns1on this l d 
' 

Ra. bbi .Se ... t · n to re":l.tl.rl{ , 

d 

are ll~c c.ells , t.e 
:n , - plc livL. i.) li ·c. 
VCD bone t h the ruins , 
l::; of rubbl , l.. tr. 

of bull · 1ngs 
• y t b·1tt 
for lt 

t dents •• d. 
cic rctte butts , one 

c ' uarette one can 

But out o,f h1·'!Ulni ty ' J .c unt l ... 

nd d spni during thos enrly post- t ·e rs 

1n Europe , ..ful·bbi :Berm .. teln r un the plight of th J c 1s 

t o be the dcepcot , 0 3 t numbing tr gcdy brought on by t he 

z1 m .... . Hitler a nd th~ Gel'I!lens hEid " ys t c-ns !c lly 

decpoiled them nnd dc c1rr. ted t heir f run1lies . ~h y • re 

the f1~st and mo~t severely treat d v1ctlma of Nazi 

bru to.11. ty . All t t i-ms nol-r left of the nee proud , 

thriving cult ol and sp1rAtun1 centers of Jewish life 

ln Europe lras a sm 11 sea ttered and forlorn remnant or 

beaten people -- the Jeu1sh 1splo.ced per.,.ons . Approximately 
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L 
6 , 000 , 000 ri" ~he ir br~tl-\rc.n h·l.d be:L1 '"'l·m ..... 11ccr cd 

19J9 ;i.nd 101i5 . i,1 en the v i ctori..r:ius . 111ed ar:nle:: llber t.:d 

t""icrn fr :im, t · i Germ! "1 c0nce n.r n t ion ca:np"' i n the nt1rit1e o~ 

as '-'Tel l l:l.S thoce t·!ho l'-'ft t'1'"' un-"!er._;r C' ,...,ti "'i~htlng uni tr t0 

se· re 1 f r th&ir r~l~tive·· in th.;-? H~pl':l."erl persons cnrnp::: . 

Sut the 11 A-,1 >r1 ty ot.~ th_ rl.i .::pl..:J.C"" l J..,ws ·•·rho S\'l•::ll d t h', 

co•1d:ltio11 o"' a.11 ::;f the~e J .a-• i sh zr-,ups \'JS.8 despere.:1:. , s 

S 1'oc0m;nitte.e o~ !l"l:n i3'"'t:.cion atl'l Nat tralL ... ation on J une 20 , 

19lJ.7 , ·:hen he s~ i d , 

Th e cri eG fr '11 t-i-ie g s ci1~ l[1.;.r · still echoed 
in t.i ~ ir ,,...,.r.3 . T i~ ' rt no home~· ; no j ob., , no 
pr opert..y , no bu::;i 1e~-- . T',erc h"J.d be--n no educf..,.t i ,n 
oft ,_._ v .in;·, YlO rrllrrio_t": ~x"'rc i " ... , 'tO fu·U., 
life . Each i ndividual he~ perGonally ~~ff LCd 
agonlz1,nz per~0c11tlon . All "!'ound t b._,rist lv0 ~ in 66 
a n a tmosp~ere poison~d lw ei. rt ecade of Nazi pre pa,..,., 11n11 . 

But de~pite their de8per&teness , dcrpite t re fact 

that t h ey were b1?<:1.tPn , t he majority of the J ewish di~placed 

persons were ne t witnout some measure of hope . rhus 

Bernstein co'1llllent~d , 

{.Their_] situation would have ~een enou3h to 
cru~h almost any group of human ocint:~ · But not 
these . Witb. th.e help primarily of thL Ancrican 
Ar"lly the,y made a q·.1.lck physic"'l Cf'\'llLbnck. Flesh 
was r estored t o livinc ske-;letnns . Vitnlity surged 
tbrough their blood ae;e.in . 6 7 

. ' 
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cu:nb rco~ l• onoibil! vy for th 
l_ 

ci::re and 

su..,. rv1..,1on of ti Jewish .. urv:yors of the Hazi 

conce'ltr tion cam_r did fall prl"'lar.i.ly on the . ~erlc n 
' 

rmy 'of Occup tlon in Germany and. !\.u ~ tria . As moc:t of 

the Je 1i.. .. h 13pl ced per,..ons w.ert: cl th r unwilling or 

unnblc to r t ·r11 to the 1 nds of th .ir orl..,1n becau c of 

nti- 3c~itis~ or v st ool1t1cal dlf!ercnces . . 
w1 t.h tht.; nc~·,ly ere t~O.. Cn,uunlst r gimcz, of Ee.stern Europe , 

th Jnit~ St ver Army had no altcrn..,..;1ve but to e~tEblivh 

dis. laced p rs~ n .. ca'l!ps ancl a::: ... embly cer.tcr~ in 1· 1ch 

t .c ir cL rge3 -night f1r.d ~ome scct·r.i.ty ru?21dst t e 

impovcrichec and hoct11 Gcrnan p~9ul tlon . Though mo .. t 

of the crunps .:ere dr b , ov rcro··ded and •~ rdly suit ble 

for ft1.mily life ; t.clch ln noet lnGtence~ the dls_la ced 

perronc had nlre d b en mrerely overcxpoc~ to c mps ... 
by t .c ~-Ja.zis ; they soon leru:ned to T'lnke the rnof' t of t ls 

cru€l dil mll:.O. whlch a sh tter ed post- uar world h d 

.i..mpo ... ed on thf:~ . 

q'o help the Jew1 .. displaced persops adjust to e. 

renewed ex1~te cc of rcc1mented camp li fe , an cxi~te ce 

which l ft them unable to determtne freely the courrc of 

their lives bccau oe no countr.; -- lncluding the United 

Stctcs -- wac willing to a ccept large num rs of them ln 

the for e:;ceablc f uture , Ge '"!era.l E;i.seni)ot:er .. et lp the 

office of J c 1sh Advlscr to the United States M111t~ry 

Co~~nnders 1n Europe . Rabb1 Bernctc1n cam~ to Gernany 
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us t . cond perso'l t '1old t is nlq, 

tru~t n ln"l 1Pnce w •• i~h the ~llito.ry c nd rs h d 

g1v n t o try ir Je ·lch Adviser" . He cn~e b~cnu~c of ~he 

ct n . 10 :no!' 1 o: the J'e 1i "h displaced 

persons clnce J ud5e a f klnd h d r linqu-"he th : po .... t ln 

' i':-rc h , 1946 . ·1e c m ·PC ~se th erlcan sol ler~ 1n the 

f 1eld { ~ .. r._ - ) I u11er • e u . ~ . d no un• "'r"'t • ding of the Jel·l:::h 

dis l c · i ~r~on ' c b.c.~ro nd or c~rrcn~ problc~s ani is 

t her fore cxt r ~ y critic l of h'm . He c c bee U" th 

rel tionc.i b t J . <" d t c .• ot good 

and th.i.'" .. l tc ..; -rp co 1flicts 1.J t\ ccn thc"?l . ·:e 

C" e 0 C U 

Pol nd nd : ~ .... :ere ;;;.> i.nni to 1 t . t tr ditional 

repo ~i tory of n - S ~1 L "ll in •rcr increa.;;;ing umb rs 

for th United Zonec of G l""'llllny an_ A. stria. . Flnully he .... 

c m bee use , 
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cl~ ts , t e Stuttc ~t a !.nndcb r f fa ro , 

1llu t t 1ru:b lity o the A cr1c n sold1 re 

to und .d cope ltr. th probl ms of t 

Th serv d r tic 

otice on th l ders f th A?ncrlc n occu o.t1 n forces 

t w co. b' ns 1n ~ di ... pl.nee person<:! c 'llPS t..:re f lI' 

from cc pt or t bl . T ey d fierce 

h tr d o!' ~ J ~ for the Gerir n~ nd the r co 

' r fu 1 to coop r t 1th th 1n any ,q y . They un erl1ne 

th n cesr1ty of ecur·nc noth r Je1 sh A vi.. .. cr . 

Th St tg rt c !:e cc rr d t 6: 00 A. r . on Larch 29 , 

1946 , n1 .... ddenl., n 1thout for ·mrru.ng tto hundre 

Gerr:i n police surro nd d the Jc ic D. P. c p , ··umber 664 , 

outs d of Stutt rt . Ace rding to Ber ct in , who •rot of 

tl.1~ dr tic d unfor .. t~ ~ident in his artlcle 

Ith ... G rm n ... 7 came with th approv 
Amer c n 1litary- uthorltie~ nd 1er eoca t d 
by h ndful of · . p .• ... who left when the trouble 
beg n, 1tner to void injury or secure reinforce nts . 
Neither th r cponslbl e co.mp authorities nor th 
tn~ Director had rece~ved cr.y ndv need not1f1c tlon 
of th r id which w s to lnvestigate allee d bl ck 

rkct octivit cs . Ble ck rket oper t1ons ••• re 
univerw 1 1n Ger any , far more ser1ols a ono the 
G . I .' ~ nd Gr~ n c1vilinn population th n Ol'lJ the 
1Jnpover1 "". cd D. P . ' ... who mny ., at uor<"t , b eych 1ng 
a c· b of cig rettes for a can of s l on. Never­
th l s , _er 1ssion .~s r nted for r 1d which 
develo ed 11 th character1st1cc of he former 
~zi pocromo . !t took place 1n th c rly or 1ng 
b fore th p oplc uere fully anc.kcn d nd b gen 

1th the shr1 king of sirens nd th blnr11'l8 of 
cpe ~ rs . The Germnn police did not rap on th 
of th J c but l~icked th open . They Ehout d 

loud 
doors 

nd 





brought f c li 'J w 

ly Dr. t 

! n r'"' or t. 11 or t 

..,t s Zon Of u r' 

br1111 nt t jo1 

J 1 t f.l r . 
T 1n ... 1 d ot nt 

t launt ... nit d St t ior1ty . T. cl • t 

' 
t d , t C"' f th 

in t. Lu c '1 • • T a t 

f e y d .... t 

t ?' t l 

f t cour 

t ..... t 

" y r "' no 

0 ~ t tr re 
.... 

t t 1.ng ' 0 ~ 

c tu 1 n o. ... p icvcrt Cv t 

f lt t re f ,l.i n nt oul ut 

in r t r rr f l nv1 1 h11·t Of er1c n 

111 ry 1 \, . e w-or t of 

t • v . ic red; . t. y ·1cr 

for er • ich took l c 1 ln th c ,p ppr .inw.t ly 

n h half afte; the r ..,tor t1on order; t 

fo r n of t ninet n could h Vt; t :n ... lVef; 

co pl tely d to a lc.c .• of c er te ce b .., c o e 
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... t· er t rr ' 

ere d n t 

t ev n 

!.- d ... b r :!.t:! YC 

r · c n ~~ 11t y r·t e h . 

d .. p 1 G: J:"M n pol c 0 b n r n r t . 
J 1 l t .. r .1 ce 

b J 
. 

f ;r:r. 1 y , 
.r se ~ "'o .. ders of t 

occup ... t w l t dcd. "' 
T. ~ • rn cl .... l.::J " t • Cv l no r t .. ir 

d l. c .• t 1 ue 

of p er t..ht h 

off le l b Uc. d . 

:1 v it l .. i n ,.Uu 

n ' .... i C....:. b .c . He l .. o 

r c d to ilit ry t t no Gere n pol ce 

perol ttc · to cofrl int a.r ... ... ad cent to Jc 1 c pr . 

T .e . , q cl +- - dls urba c s , ie tc t 

!. ciu .. D. Clu~ , t. Deputy 'Il.11 tary Governor of t d 

St t .. Zo •• .,. 
G re .. r a· sted the ne '11 p olnt ci , 

J 1 h dvi er t r 

c s • On July 15 , 1946, Bernstein sent Ge ral Cl 'Y 

or d on h1... ctud of the rec rd , hie visit 

to t • La.db r Ca. p , 0. .d 1 con ult t1 ns ·1th ttorn ye 
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t- c d _.er bi 

1 f lf lll i .... . Ad\1 1. ... er t t ... w w 

mhe .) J • ro v ... c i~ 

... h 1 c 

... r 11 

r f rn 1 
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ot r , b -· ... r f .. (, . 
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• • -la1d . rew nts A Pr -
· / ~ t. t .r r 194&, ... h 

v rcr ··nE.d. 

" . -... r 

1 .., t ir 
,.. 

'!I. c n+-r., . "' 
A l r or i ld 

.L er r 
,.. t 

... 11 - r ., El.1. th .... c 1. " t . ' 

• uld t . lr "• tur p lie GP.r ~ ny ct ... ? :1 y 

e tin"O t 

1. n i t l r bl_ ? 

On J ly 4, ·;l6 , f rt - -w red ·n c , --
lo i p l - f K l 

r. tr hy c • 

cc r i ·~ ~o Ber - t .i tt t l nc ... 

t f ~ e l ocul uthoriti s . The r pert~ 

o' t . a. ... ,.. city ... pr r l dl ... ro c;n t t . r t c .,_ 

. ol :.i.he Polish J .., r t rrif' d . Th l ct of 

tliis ev nt vividly r m Of t h z r·cu~ ... Ooitlon 

t .. cy h d tr -ltio , ly Poli h hi tory for 

e_nturles . •01 t icy r liz d t at t 

P l.ish gov rnm .t s o m re b to c ntrol t ' country ' s 

age-old nnti- Scmitis t n . recedine r s h d b"en. 

With. 11 d cir for ere tL net. life f r t m~ lv c 
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r"" 1· . 

f 

y the .: _1~ . 

their old pr p r ty ·· c i' • 
I 

db 

t. 

ff_c ... 1 er 
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... 
r 

F' ~ , . " ny , 

0 t ~ ... ,.. 

Ji•ne 1 " , 
a.eyo"'le ~ n .. 

P r~· 

1946 , ... 

c. l . .' 

n Pol 

a. t. - s~ 

d ' .. .... "' 

1. ...o. t . ' ' hen 
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"'l ~ c C"'· "'C n .. ... Co..,~l. ni"'t -· 
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... 1 1c l pr ,..9 0 
... r , '!l ·e '"1-:c 

.re·· . .. :. n ":l ... ·- cnr'o Once .....J"' .:.n th P. s of ... 

t r r .. ... c l 

h ~ "C'U .... ry or 

J. ... I' 
~ C"'r:: , C"'C"' ir. ... .,. .... ·er c ... 

oJ "' 
m d le by c'r" .. ~ "lC 

,. .. .,.. _c;., t-"'1 ., h d 0 c tro . 
T' : .. clc 0 .... 0 ..... v · t - l ,. o!' ... e .... - .... 

!n u r. "'l ·hich ,~ ivcr d 

B' r ... :{on h , ., ._.c • .,,. .... , 

pr 25 , l 4, , i B rnc... ln tr• d to 

e ...... T].CP 
,,.. Pol • I " ..... . ., .... "Oiri t .1lc h d _cr1 to 

.... K ,~ 

"' - _w • f tef l cJ.a· ~f J ly 4, ~ o/ '. 
.... 

11 Pol1s'1 ti- ~ ~ · ti ~ · as ol . :: Po 1c11 • 1 ::tor ·, " 
...,J 

h pr " ... (. • 

t 

T b K lee po rom prcc ~t ~he A ric-n 111t ry 



- 66-

. hori Gr 11 "'r tlc 1 

. ci 'en . t ..... nu f -..... 

J L" 1 r '1 i .t t.l 1r 

of <")CC f 1" !11 p l 
..,., .JP i \ . r r 0 a z . -.l. 

I 

thro u t lr tei g nt"" 1 i-lc.~ ngton re pr fU .. 1 u 

: on t ut !l . ' r Dp rt ev th 
' 

nt to ;ire• ~ c n itl, d ope'1 oor er _ ol-~y for 

J e •i .... h i f1 re"" . :~t t - ~t.. ~ i. t' J h dd i"' r 

HU- oln..; ev -Y . .\:_; i . 11- .) e_· t L.f ~U ce .. c n "' . 
._;nn r l .... ln Ge 'Ill -Y .1 . .. 

"·· s ':l lln""s • 
.. 
.,,J. i lO.t l t c 

bord .... l r ' pt d on Sey e'Il er 14, 19' , ' Ra. bl 

Bernet- L. co ld 1 " L . f .r11 ... 

his I'c Ye r ' ~ 'II ... JJ 

t .. : . ...., ... fo- · .. ic. to b t n ful . Fo- t.woz.., ns t m 

the f ct t t , 

... ..... t.:n1 .,,e • 

75 
1~ . 

i . t .. ld t :i n .D. "' • • .... 

but by no o n did he intend to r l te ""o t'1 e r ve 

co. ce!'n 1· .1c t me ...... lnflltrat·on cf cl1- J ~ 1 to t c 

hn.r.! ~educed i~ th '1l._'.h t quart ru of 

th- !. crlc n 0 0 T o pr c1ce erlousne s f t. 1 .... 

m t; r can be cnlc lat-d from a me o~ f 

Jev·ic. C nf re!lce · :c the1.r lashi ton r vc , 

Illvid R. '1u.hl , w nt to !!o r Gro ... ~n o ... t home O'ff lcc 
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in r r c. t• ' r. J l_ 2 1946 . I I- 11 of 

c t o .. ic · ls #" .. 
r n Je n:: 

t r ,, . t r f r 

t r De l".l Ac •. c .. n , Ge. r 1 111dr· 

d , for tli :a?' Dep.: !'t.., t , c: .... cret .: 

p tt C'.)_ 'l~l .. . I' . or .... niz ... tion 

ln A .d 1 ..,el , " .. c 

r1c n .J ·lie..: .. L vi t , "'f .. .. ·- Joint 

Dl tr1b l n ,.. i t e ; D"' T"\o. .. J!"' .. ti 5... • r~b:u: +- , o"' "' .., . 
\1orl J 1 ... c n r ; 0 .. ln , E'n :r nc ... i 1 t 

... t ::p=t 1 J,.vl. , .. ' l , f t "" 
A er c n1. . 

th- m 

t . ... 
.,6 

r " 
l t r r 

ln t' 

.• u tr · Th t 

no ... -Je l~l D.P . c r r 1llt 

nz to "' , 987 , O" a. 

t Jew is l1 1ou.ld 

fr '.!l .5 , 000 ~ r nt to 20 , 000 f r 

· oul h v to be 

• ~"!ler1c n one . 'l~ n t 

ti 

c 

n 

.. y 

r 

UOl" 

11 t or 110, 000 J f sh D. ? . c p in bi 

by ti ,.. 

! ... 
. 
n .. 

80 , 00 J 

.:I r:n v 

1.,.n o.nd. 

lt 

' n 

t 

t ... 

t db n 
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1 , c: o. 

"' M 0 f tl Je~ · h 
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.• c 
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... 
On t y t J ty 

l r 
... n n ~ c c •. • " .. . 

of r _t1ng . ly ·'cC 

l tt r , J 1. 
...,.., 
1.. .... , 194,,' to t 

or d ~o 0 r 

policy . p t tt,.r r c : 



.., 

Bot' '' f 

.r·ly 22 , 19l6 , 

r Thea+- r Co !l in Gero y 

to t l fil rat n ·nt t 

s .... n b f r n·mbcr of r 

co 1 t e c . They d n c·b 1 ct , of 

co re , vere r ~~ r s f- t t ct . 

Ht d t e The tcr Coron.... d sue c n ... d c 

t on t1e 

or 1 of t D. P . ' c .o r r t c • s , 
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• ,. r r -t! r .. rl ·• r~ , l ... 

~ n t 1 , 19"'0 , 

w C"' l !le r 

t 
,.. 

rr;i l t .. q46 . I t; r1 f 

p r· ~ o_ t ll1 ... t d ... of th 

li v f 

t lot er 

ff c '" hu ...., v 

""0 c'l. !i. e ... •· c ... u ... .... 
. . 

c ·- ... ... ... 

... · of '=~-....... y 

T • t nf l c . - ,. 

St .. e .• aC. 

ecl .. 1 t d 

Undou t_d"' ,, 0. c :ibi lf:\ f c r , ... 

· ee -ns ... b ... ~er .... F ... .. .. " ' 
"'YtiP 

.. e"" .ic p r of t (! :. er ,.. t . 
" 

... 

Scco ... d , on t• c v 1 •· · 11d.rin.., 

1 vll r l.i.. d 0 . ··er er ... t ' T ,.i.rd , .. er 

uar a.ct ~ or pr ... "'U.l' r f v ..i.. 

or n a+10 s . Fo rt .. , t r ... . s p '.Uip S . teln, 

t: .o ct d ly t 1 b•· e 11 tl 

sym thy of Ge eJ , l ... y nd'l"'-o .... 1rr1 .... ' 
r.:.r_ hand cc ntE:: of . ol .Jh Jm:ry ' s .. ff r' ... o h1s 

ch .nnel ln . ·as ! . L • .. c n, :t vly 

ubllc ... cd . l.o r in .. h • :r · c 1 r c . F1nnlly , 

t St tc Depart t t 11 of t 
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pre r ch t1y n 
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].: 0 t t lly ~cd l t ' 

J d i n 1939 it oy thu :sr1t· s 

For 1.gn orr·ce i vi 1 ti n of t Balfour 'b t 

to f ~ fill . r n n· te t o er a J "'i 

·ome in Pc.l ti. . T 1 t 1 Bri t ish , t .... ccr 1n 

te :t t nlted ;;) .. t~s , · re n . ~ 11-.ie; t o . For 

re .,0.1"' f 111 r x d' enc neit e c try 

to ups t t. bs 1 t h iiid l ~std rlng 1orl t~ r II . 
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Y). b .!' f 1 er cn '"e t .. h 

._ . c ... ·p .. f t . Morie ri ~ ne i v"rm ny tra'"' t o st1'1'1 1 t 

r~ r .. , rbn r.·e • tt~n .. c Fr · "ort on 

J • 1: 30 , 1946, t nl- coplc el .. ewh r • or t.is 

d .. cc u-- · .. ur:; C1 Pe.r .. h~~ tm.; Jm- .:.sh s· t tl '1 

· n tho Un ' tc • n • · d b1.;cc c> exceedil'l.Cl.J "10""C 

co ~1 rr · v 1 

L ... J ~·L .. l. .~ ·v · .... r , i'1 .• · ...,' 1 t , 10r ~, 

er 1 :ic •. t-Fnc~· "t..r...,cJ 
?6 

"o r:t ~· on hL jo • 

: o· •. 1''1 y ' ... r }I ~~ ~ port n" on • Bern~te.i.1 

. ~'" .};..;" i.o 1 ··" C: "l "1 , co·c..l tel fc.o ' :!.i r ";'th 

.... t. r ble!"lc ~ .. h J,,.·:' D. P .' ..; . He ·me•: ···~th•· ~c 'c 

ron . h d e rned ~ t r sp c.. not onlv of t~e 

r· -- te .... ,, .... '!l l , . Sto.te Dep rt.,.,c · , ' h J'(Wi"' 

or .... ~1 .. nd o[.;.. · •• ort !lt of ll -- .. he J n:· l::::h 
!")., 

D. P. ' ... .. ,. -... '-•• ... - . Th c oftt _ c hostil - anC bitter d 

· cpl cc .Je c ·•ere -.11 .:.. _ .... o lintcn o h1:i ; t. e did not 

H-nt to c h1":1 

con be obt in 

-~ V o . s virlenc _ of t:. ir cell 'lCr 

"'ro the f't.i.rrin..., n . pe l w .ich Dr . &."!luel 

cr1no ..: ... to 30c' .t: ... t r · ns fron Europe on t: e very eve 

cf tho Je\· I ch :Te • c r l: •• cn Bern:::;te ln 1ro. ~ c}· O"'lC 

c ~11nc to th bcnero~\ty of ~ 1~ consr~ ~ tt n t~ let 

h111 return to Ger'n ..... y f or a.=ioth ;r Jeo.r . ...cpt ber 25 , 
1946 , the ch lrro.~n of the Council cf the Centr 1 Co~~1ttee 

of L1b rnt d Jm·~ \:r.;>te l:n t.1e Jid.Lsche ear·um {Ju dische 
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cffor ,.. f .. Bric h . m •• 1s , ho· ver , c ... 

el.. fl w to 

h1"' r co en t · ~ o Pol ~ kn:> m to t J •· s' •• ..., ncy 

nd t ot r c • er .. · n:; Je•r1 .... ""e;;c z t 1ons . Th re he 

met w1t' ~ .... pr .... 'de 1t o!' .. h ' lorld .re· '"'h 

Coner .... , ·uchu"'l Gold.it J (' 1rm n of th J e71"'h 

..,ency f r 

u thered to 

th y f rnulo.t 

Pol nd ' J ~ to diff 

r-1:-st , Bcrnst · n 

Gen l Hc-1 Cl rk, t 

St .. es Fo::-ces i n A" tr 

Mo.~ other J ti h not bl s • ho had 

P. ri~ c CP co1ferc ce . Togeth r 

.. r 

of ction for di tr ·· ting 
OS 

t E:..iro.e n COQ tri .. 

v lled to v.:.enm r ta ~ ... • 1th 

Co 1ng Ge er l of the ··nit <l 

J ·.ho"" d.vloer on Jet.1~h ff 1rc 

he · d r ce .. e . founA Cl rl: OD C...,E: d. of o. 

ch r ing 'nll ~ • "Tho 1.n ny s , 

tT d nd. no ... t hum nit r n f t} ny 

gener l"" \1th ho:n e :ln contact , Cl r .. p lit CCI. 

m1nO.ed . H ft n c ter: o of • nt he thou ht th 

eff ecto of lic1 "' would be 1 \1 ... c~1ngton . Aft r 

cordieil n::; 1 lch Bcrnwtcln felt Clark to be 

" :1111. ly cooper t1v " Clnrk c. recd to ccept 25 , 000 t 

ddlt1o l .rew1<>h D.P. I lnto hie zone . 1o pr vi a qu ... 
had been ,5 , 000 . Thi under ... t nd1?18 , h01 v r, • c e t r d 

1 to ·1t t t::t1. l t1on toot , trh n t D.P. • tot 1 d ... 
106 

ov r 30 , 000 , tn curpl .., ·ould b rct d to G ny . 
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h . b ''T'I!!)' thf!l;lc , l t , . f' f Scp t 0 ....,hf'.L 0 , 1('1}•', 
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~e ~1 ' rc_c •1 d FE.;.!.' t; . T'1 r f r 
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n . 1 •·t t o Hy~ n Of t .. T-,.. - -' 
' ,. 

' 
{'! .. s- l'l l-· r ,.. ..., t .. ··e·. VO!' ' ••tr:::-~ 

i YI t.:-uct +- e . "t .. :~_rj ... ff. Ct.. t .... \1no"' ... to.:,. r ir t" 'I r J c 

w s 1• c ss~ry to UCC'"'!!lf.li:-'. m '-l . cnt 1. t :-'ro. .cc . 

11 .... l .... ' .. 1 er h.d al Go r;how·1 :::muc. r c eptiv i '"./ 

tc ~±.i ttlne ~r-"" - ... .~11:-h J .s l~-~ tnnir zon~ of ~er~ ~ 

' t'1 J""lsh .'.'l·r · r'l .. .;0 ... ·;•' e: 'r1 '1.' ~ ,,., ... .. t J~I~IT ' s 

·.:._ C' fflcc n. o'· 4 

~· Ct-'1 '10.i. . t of I<'rar.oc of t'ie 

• ~,ppo.t-.._.r:lv J .. IMT li!"'t 

p 1 .t:'.:. t ' 

1~9 
~cue~ .n 1terµ~i:-~ • 

In J.7r:....:1c .. , tJ e .. c1•,.. l t, !>O • ry •rt ... ..; "or ~ l ... r..; 

,. 
.. -' 

nu~ber c." Jr·l ... f,,. ..,.,,.. c l •• d . T'-:1...., ;..._· ... v be su O- t;cd. 
by JDC ~ntll t -I c~ 1 he ~ovca to their ~ltl~ te 
r1 <;,;rt i ..... _ w .:. o •l . s: 1 i lc.r .-!.'rL'.1')._.1,,..., "" .. ~ ... r .. be in<:; • 
fol 1el c;.,l\lT'l , Holl nd and Swcr1en .lJO 

F.l..r1slly , bofo1·u '11 s departure· f'ro '"\trope ... o rotu1·n 

to h i a Roche ::: t£;r c ·!v,.. 0 at .i.or: for t he H1gh Rol. d. -~ s , 

e ..,t - b l ishi 1g a plan to "tlove 2 , 100 Jiwic .. i · fuge:c c". i l rcn 

to t:.n ox- Gcrmar. mil 1 t:..r..,• Cf·'llP i n Nortz ... y . T' EL e they ~ ... r ... 

to l> rov ~ .'c,(1 f or under t' 
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Tb r - t; t i ''.., :- .... ~er., tl 'A 
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c. hi .)11:,· or.,; ....... • ZP, .. ~ .L.:. ~ .:.c~ l .... ppc.r-.,u ' .. .i.e .. 
em~loyed .. . .. ~o~t 1 , 0no ~~:'wons i. _ w v·ri us 
bur"' U"" . ... · " i ... ''"'t ... v "'.io :: romm~ ttee:; ~:e1·e 
c'o!"'P"' , .~..:..,.. lecw of party .... f.t'lia.tiun . :o ..;t 
o: t. roeL 1- <" ,:-hi _ [:")t,; ~J. t" be of Lit'rno.ni.an 

cent . I,., +- :...Jl•- , ' .;.l. •• d r _flc;.ct:. . ...,: the h.., e·1~;ened: 
.... iv . ..;t t ... njj •1.:: , _.,.,,.,..t., ~ 11..,"'l'n' .;f· • .i.JJ yed ~ ...;r ., 'r 
.... ..,1 • At t . .;; c,.,...,zrt..::s "'~ Libera. ... Pd .,Te\ . .:; in F-';...r·1~_~, , 
101:.7 , ... !. Ce .tr,.1 Co::rnitteE; l·m .... cl~ctl"J "';1t:..~· 1., 
on l\ pr-rty ~ . . • ..., Zien-\ st p.:.<:'t' l;.., , rr1fl c;...t' Uc;. 

the st-rue turc ..J f .?c.lesti.1e poL:tic"' , l·wre : ·:, .... iomP.,: 
~ctz .... ir , ?ut .. br-.·.c i~S 1.' t.11.;. : o::. lP z· 1,,,n , P\;;rhc.:.c:. , 1 ~q 
:a~r..tch~ , ~ .. ne~~l .t.ionist-.:. , °1PV '"'~onls ......... 1.r1 .1...;...i.d .... . 

cs!!lpo t-nderl to n?r11nli c. . TL~s led. t:. 1icl-'1" ced Jc.. .s 

F'req,ucntl~r the coplc a.tt(;; .1~-- .: lcc'"'urcs c.~d conce1·ts 

Oft,,. they est. bllsh d their oi·m !Lv_µlf" ' ~; u.n1 versi :;ies . 

The J ew l:::n • dviz.::e ~ L1dlc::.. tc l th~t not e.ll of ~he 

.!JCOplc ~··e!'C int r'" ""t d in r eliuion . In thi::: .q)..:_ ect 

they ue~:e very muc h 11\:e ·O.W nor;u~l ccnll!.un1t.: of J e s . 

i7everth~l ..: s::: rel l ._.i0us insi..i tut ions c uld be c ·1tcd 

amens the first crcat.:..:"'ls of every D.r . ca.mp . · s 11~' 

t' ec 1ncluc!od :::yna._.o.., f: , mtkv~hs an9., ko:::her '·ltchens . 

Bernstein, tbrougbout t~~ }el·~od of hie serv1ce to 

his people in Euro~e , uo.s cognizant ~ ~ the religious 
\ 

and s iritua.l needs of t!-1.e Jeuis •. D • .? . ' s. Cut of his 

f ir':l conrn1 tment to Juel~ . iS""!, the- ~.pbi coopci·a t d ·•i th 

the many individuals endeavorin ..... to e:::t· 'lich ..... 

org :i1 .. ~t1on · h1ch wo..tld safegtUlr d an di tribute 



th~ !b.ii~ nau tr6quentl.y pre~erve~ to~ tl~iT oin fQlill 

enda. Mon l1ke iltred :!ot:enberg -- ¢~ ot the arch 

a;oetlca ot Hiti.r n unt1-Se:e1t1~ ~.o ectablia~d ,nQ. 

Pr<>o1~~ {Inst:ttut zur Erfo i;churtg de~ Ju,dcnfrnge), 

each .. of Jcrn1cb x- l'lg1oua boo~ ani'l. C\lltuhH otiJcot 

the Ofti~ or th M111t ry Gover ertt ~~~ Un1t~d stat9s 

stoJ:c;d lh :tbe Offenbach c~ ?ia1n .A?;c 1wl Depot . ~1~ 
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