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This thesis has been concerned with the moralization o f culti c pro

visions in rabbinic homili es. In it we have t raced the developme.nt of 

one trend of r abbinic inter pretation of the Biblical cult which eJTtPba

sized the moral and interpersonal aspects of life as the elements of 

pious worship. This view of the cult provided moral interpr etations 0£ 

the meaning and significance of the cultic center, per sonnel , and o f 

feri ngs . Such a perspective er::phasized and expanded the mor al elements 

~ r the cult whi le de- empbas i zing the more literal d:iJ!lehsioos of cultic 

le·.ritical provisions. The Torah > rather than the sacrificial center, 

became the central instrument of ~alvation , while leadership was shifted 

f rom the priesthood to the hasid and tzadik... Sacrifice itself became 

the offerings of j ustice / humility , kindness , modesty , study, and inter

personal sensitivity. r be cultic pr ovisions in this trend or rabbinic 

interpretation became symbolic represent ati ons of non-cultic offer)ngs. 

we began wi t h an outline of t he general ~ature of t he concept of 

the mor alization of tne cult as we descr ibed above . we ~her. amassed 

the crucial passage s of the Torah which outline the central provisions 

of the sacrificial cult . Ha,ring examined th~se pass~es, i.;e gathered 

rabbinic homilies concernin~ ~hem f rom rabbinic l iterature of the first 

to n1nth centuries. fassases which exemplified a tenaency towards mor

alization were collected and r eviewed for paL~erus of both continuity 

and innovation. 

1-ie were able to note • ... hat t he literal meaning of the sacrifici al 

i 
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cult is not only problematic for rnany contemporary Jevs but elicited 

moralizing interpretations \\'flich reach back tc the earliest rabbinic 

period. We found that tha v:ew of God expressed in this trend of rab

binic thought pr ovided a legitimation for the central •alues and insti

tutions of rabbinic religious experience . Hot l evitical sacrifice, but 

su~limated expressions of the highest aspects of human character and be

havior! con~titute the proper expression of piety. !n the end, ve were 

able to se~ the central si6Jlificance of this trend of r aboinic interpre

tation: rabbinic moralization of tbe cult served as the me3Jl5 fo r the 

t ransforl'llation of the institutions and authorities ~r the Biblical cult 

into those of Rabbinic J~daism. 
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CHAPTER I 

Since the Emanc~p2tion and t.nlighterunent period, J&ws nave been 

exposed to c; host of new influences . Major centers of Jei.iish life have 

bPen destroyed and new centers have a:isen in the Unit.ed States and 

Israel. Leadership of t.ne colllr.lun.ll,y nas shifted in many case5 !'rom 

rabbis to Federation executives . Secularization has relegated Judaism 

to the ranks o: pr :vatized r elirious ex;>erience and e::.nnic identifi

cat'lon . Much of our :ieritape has been viewed throurn r.he eyes of 

scientific i:"l;.•esti;!<tion , and unders::.and:!nr has come to res::. at t.r.e 

literal level of analysis . Our r ituals heve been treated more as c;:n 

early f orm of science Uian as ? s iritual entel"T'rise poss~ssinr nu2nces 

of art and literature . In many cases, such an anoroach has bevitabl;; 

ied t.o the r ejectinn of the p2st cs primiti ve , archrt:.c , ;:;nd unsor>histi

cated. 

-!\ ~~e face of ~~cse cr~ses in conteJTDora.-y Jewi3t life, ii is 

not unreasonable to asY. if a n~Te i.l'l~gi.na~ive ur.derstanciin~ of tne pas~ 

mirnt not aid a more fru~tful and im~rinative ~u~ure . Tnourh s weeping 

comparisons are janrerous , it is noL unsound to focus ou ::- att.enti~n on 

responses t.0 a previous crisis <n J•.:iwts:. r.istory . Cert.ainly the period 

after -..n~ :'all oi tne Second Temrle was c;lso ;, ti:'lle of freat. turmoil , 

of ne~ i:i:.ellec-..ual in!'J.uence , and o~ r adical soci:.;.1 cn~re . Internation

al. trace , exr·osure t.o nell en~s t. ic i t\ou£>n<. a.no cul t.u:-e , "t:::-t-ar. iz.at.i:>n o: a 

ru::-?l ponulaL~?~, rn~ the dest.ructi~n o: :~e ce~tral :..nstitu~ion of 

Jewisn life ~~re bound to t.~ve radically cnal:enred thP t.hou~h~s ~nd 

1 
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t.raditions of the past . 

!he d&ys L~at. fol lowed the fall of the S~ond Temple were in 

cert.ain ways not unlike tnos e tho: followed tne French Revolution . 

The new concerns wnich developed L~ the rabbinic per iod were in many 

ways similar to the concerns which since 1789 have developed among con

temporary Jews . ~1r.ile there are signif:.cant differences, we find in 

both cases a r;ew em?hasis on the individual , a new concer.t with the 

pr oblems o f justice <>nd t heodicy , im .. ense competiti::m between differin t; 

systems of values, and a gr e at gulf between the institu t ions and belie~s 

of the p ast And those of the pr esent moment . This is not to say t.hat 

most of these 0 le111ents were not present in the milieu o~ the Biblical 

cult . Ho~ever, the social r.nd intellectual :nfluences of ~~e rabbinic 

per i "d did brinp them to the fore~round i.n a new and heiJ!htened manner . 

The Wel tanschauung of the rabbinic mind was certainly not the same as 

the world view of the l'la5ority of contemnorary Jews . he :'bd , however, 

in bo~h :..~stances , ~ews confronted w tr. tne need t.o !"ind con~inuity in 

the midst of r adical cn~'lf'e . S~veral centuries have passed s~nce the 

French Sanhedr in end man,v more since the ye&.r 70 C . !:: . Not all responses 

to either have even be~n un: .. for m but certain trends o: respon~e nave de

veloped . 

'"e wi :1 be s tudyinf" us1e part.icular rabbinic :.:reno 01 1.llOUftrt wnien 

iittempt.ed t..<> .:inti continuit.y and mcanbr ·.nrcurh ':.ne mo:rali?.at.iou of 

lhblLal cul ti: I ~ovis ions .in rFbbi.nic honilies. It is an approach 

which utilited the i.Jnapina1.ive rather than the literal !":-::ult.y as it.s 

nrimary tool . :or tr.ose who 1.oday ;:re concerned witn :'indini< cont.inuity 

Rnd meanin~ in tradition2l forms in the "liost of radical cnanre , it p re-

5ents 2n interestinp model. 
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uur study of ~his trend of rabbin i c res~onse to l.he destruction 

of t he Tem1le nus~ ~irst cone to terns lri':.h tne meaning o f the temple 

cult in Israelite relj~ion . Then ~e must assess the iJl!pact of the sud-

den loss of tern!" le sacrificP.s or. t.he rell :;icus life. of the people . 

Finally, we must cet.ermine what resources fo r continueo meaning and 

significance were availacl~ for r abbinic ada~tation . 

When we t.urn <:c the na jor works o~ scientifi c Bibllcal cr:i t.icism 

on the subjec:t. of t he cult , we encounter a diverse field of opiniori 

r egarding the significance of sa1• r if1dal offering . Scnolarly viewi; 

occupy a contin11Ulll betl. een two poles of :interrJretation . nt one end i s 

the approach w..:ch was ?r opounded by jeorge Buchanan G~a:y in hjs study1 

l 
Sacr i fice in the Ole restament . ....ccordin~ to hj s vie·.; , cultic sac r :.-

fices were J r ilriarily ;):'t£ to the deit:r, ;iven to secure t.he l;.lessi.n5s 

of life and eX}Jiation of sin .
2 

l\Jnon& ccntemror ary e)(!Jonents o: this 

theor y , Baruch Levine is per haps the hadin.; supporter . In nis study o: 

the cult , I.,,, the Pr esence o.: the Lore, he s:.r esses ha':. "cult -..Jas the 

etuff of anc:.ent reli~jcr.s, no~ because i ·~ exp·essed l oft.y notions of 

an &bst.r act chrL1acter, bl..i t be~ause it worked to secure tne blessings 

' of 15 f e :or people indi vidually and collectively . ,..,, ;oin.; beyond Gr ay • s 

theory o!' :..ne slic!'if:.c i:il gi:t. , ne exi;..lores the ma~ical qualit.ies of 

the culti c ~ac rificia: system. ~h~se r est u~on Lne foundatic~ of a be-

lief t.m-.-. d~c;Lruc t.ive or ce::io9'ic forces a-.t1·acteu by sill cou.lcl enda'lger 

~ 
the aeity and cause Ais ;.' r esence to depart . !he blood ri :.uals of expi -

at ion addrE>~se<l :.nemsel\'es :.r. a rna~ical wa.r t.o tne µaci ficat1on and 

cl:.rriina:.ior. of tnese act~alized evil forces, c rea~in~ the puri:.y neces

sar:r for Jed ' s inri" ellins ;..re~ence . S Frum tnis end of •.ne continuUJT11 

we wol..ld ,1ud ·e the destruct.ion of t.ht:;! Te111ple as a 111a.ic. r cr isis in which 



the central means of worsl15p w?s complet.el v des t.r oyed and the mainte-

nc:?.~ce of blessing 311d purity Nas no lon~er possible . 

The opposi~e end of the continuum is expressed by fehezkel Kauf

mann in his study, The Relirion of Is r ae1. 6 God does not need or desire 

to be fed by I srael nor do m~ical rituals have any r ole in cultic wor 

ship. 7 There may be some exhibition of seeminrly m~ical activity, 

such as the presentat.in~ of offer ings in the form o~ a meal, but this 

represents t.he mere conservation of forms, emptied of maFical mec.ning. 8 

In addition, impurity is not an active autonomous force but. a condi t.ion , 

''& religbus- aesthetic state . u9 Tne elitnina:.ion of independent spirit-

ual .forces i s :.he very essence of t..he innovation o~ Isr aelite monot.heisfll. 

Levine comment.s dL~c ~1.y on J<au.fflla."'lll 's appr oacn, providing exam;:>les 

of marical r i tuals in ~he Biblical cult wnich he feels Kaufmann overlooks . 

According to comparative studies of ancient Near Eastern literature, he 

jud~es the poat which is sent to Azazel on Yom Kippur as Biblical testi

mon~; to the :.nriependence of other spirii.ual forces . lo !.aufm?.nn rel!'arci~ 

this event as sti:.l l :.ithin the realm o: 'Jon ' s control and directicn. 11 

The story of the use of a copper snake by Moses to cure tne snake bites 

of the people cnn drive aw~v the snakes , is for Levine proof that once 

the mashhit~the evil ~orces--h~ve been released , only maEi~al rneens c.sn 

control t.hem. 12 :'.aufmann treats t.nis ;;nole incident. as stric tly non-

rnaf"ic al, since it is God himself i1h? l.!O"'!Ullailds c.nd directs tne iashioning 

of the copper i nstrument . 13 ~hother we ref: ard one position or the other 

as a more valid reflection of ine reaiities of the temple cult, we can 

see th.at the reaction to the dcstructio:l or \.ne Temµl e would be judged 

QUite cu.!'erent.ly by Wtose \oWO sa1.: it net. cS an institut.icn o.!' f:i.fts -.o 

the de1tr out one fol"lTI o:' obed:.ence t.o i.he Jivine will . 



\..nat i s pari:ic\Jlai-~y interestin~ is the conver gence of Gray and 

Kaufmann r~ardinf the Bibli cal sources of spiritual continuity, employed 

by the r abbis after the destr~cti~n of the Templ~ . For hoth , the pro-

phe t i c voice is the .Jne whicn is heard in the r abbinic t rea tment ct the 

cult, In Sac r ifice and the Ol d Testament we read: 

In brief we may say the teno:- of their {the prophets 1 ) teach ing 
\\GS not gift s but. fellowhsip; bu t t.he '°'ay to fellowship wi1ich 
t hey point.ed out was not throu gh t he existing sacrificial sys
tem re- interpr eted , but Ulrough conduct . • .• Thus the prophe';;s 
pr epared the way for a r eligion in wnich sacrificial gifts of 
material objeC i;.S would or need pley no pc.rt. IL 

Citing t he words of the pr ophe ts in the mouth of h. Jona.,an ben Zakkai , 

Gray provide~ his fullest exposition of the direct link between the 

pr ophetic and r abtinic treatment of the cult in the days a!'ter 70 C. E. 

Not. pif t.s but justice , not sacri:'ice out mercy : tha-. is the 
prophetic teachinf of the 0. T . • . • and (i t) was used by 
Johanan ben Zakk~i to pr ove that, though Temple and altar 
had perished, the heart of r elirion could still heat . 15 

K11ufmann aFrees tha t. the levitical purpose of the cult. had not yet 

evolved to the sniritua} level o~ r abbinic Jud~ism but it ~as in many 

ways an impor1..a..~t stare in the development of tne or ophetis and l~ter, 

the rabbinic spirit.utl St.ar\C':e . '!'he r r iest.ly lc;ws o:- t:ie Tora.ti represent 

the fi r!'t sta;-e of the tr.::.ns:'ormation of pafan r~ligion . 15 The rr~vtho-

lofical- magic ~asis o!' ~.-orsl.ip wc:s eliJninat.ed and i.mpurity be::a.1\e 2 con

oition rather t,han <m indepenc:'ent and act.ive force . 17 But r abbin ic 

Judaism inc:>rpora ted t.l1e pr ophetic ev:u.uat.ion of the cult whicn r e pre-

sents s<.ill cinotne:· stare of s pi r itual oevelopment bey.>nd t nat ::>.!' the 

cultic transformation o~ par~, religion. :t is I.his differ ence bet~een 

the cul tic level o!' :Sr ae!: t.e reliftion ; no ~he prophetic/rabbinic u:ider-

standL111? o:' t.he cult wnich Kaufman..., de~cribes wr:en he :;a,vs : 

':'o la·.;s .for whicn no rat ion2l explPnr:tion could be !'ound the 
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rabbis applied the gener al :>ri11ciple: 1 The commandments were 
.siven 01tly for the .,ur~ose of ~urj !'yi.ng men' ('Jen . Rab. IJ1:1) 
(102) . but th5s idea :snot yet pr esent in the Torah . The 
commands ar e n~t conceived there as intrinsical ly inciifferent 
' decree~ • whose sole !urpose is to disci~line ~an to obey Jod. 
On the contr ary, ther e appears a stron5 ar.d alive faith in the 
iru1er s itifli:icance of all the rites--th~ugh t o be sure not in 
a magical sense.18 

M~ then have r eached some l evel of ai;reement between author ities f r om 

both ends of the s~tctrum regarding the Biblical sources of Spiritual 

continuity and meaning available f or r abbinic adaptation after the !'a.11. 

of the Second Temple . Both Jr ay and Kaufmann testify t o the influen~e 

of the }J:-ophetic portra;,ral of the cult on the re:.blir.:ic t.reatment c f the 

cult.ic L,stitu! ;..,ns . It is the J11essa6c o!' tile pr cpnets rather than t.hat 

ol' the Torah :,,'f1icn is r eflected :.n t!'le r abbinic understandinb of t ne 

c~lt as obedience to Goo . ~he same ~s th~ sourc~ o~ the rabtinic iir~e 

of pious of:erin~ as jus tice ano reercy ra-..ner than Sdc;ifi cial ar.imals . 

~~:le both authors a;:,""Tee ·~ ihe ~r~?he~ic :n:luence on th~ rabbinic 

trea~ment of 1.ne cult , tney ciffer in ~ne:r assessment c ~ the co~tri -

b\!tion o~ the ;..r:i est.ly :ult i t.:.e_f to 'Uhe c'!vel')pl'lent ~!' ihose r ark,r.ic 

·.ijeloo's . :'he µoi."'l :. o~ c or.ter.~:or. is ihe ae;ree o •m:ch t.he r abciric r:ior-

al)zation of the c·.:l is alr eady ccnt-a:ned in priest.l)o• ~rov:sions . 

fne underlyin:; issue i s ·hat o" cont..inv: t.y or :.otal in::ov .. t..:on . :'\ccordin~ 

to ~ray anc Levine wno see tne c~lt as a ser~es of m~~ical ;ifts, the 

jumµ to a non-ma:;ticd.l , non-pro}Jitiatcr y fo1·n of re:!.i.;ivus exi r essJon after 

70 G . ~ . must L~ unoerst ood as a l~r~e one . rv Ka~fmanr- , on the other hand, 

wno find:. il.e '.?lil11!nat.ior: o !' r.nc ma .;ical feed:i!'l & of t.ne aeity in tne mono-

i,ne i sm of t.ne : sraelite ct.lt , I.ti" ccnceJ.-..ior. o: .... orsn11 i:s demanoing not 

,;i :'ts tiu:_ {It e<Jier.ce -.o God is just. one ;:iC':·e s:.; ~e -:J~ s:-iritual develop-

!'lent i.- :...i.e nisto:-./ o: .Je,; :sh relibil'.'l.!S e:Y.};r t>ssi en . 
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'1. natave:- role we give t o the ;::rophetic influences, we ~ust be aware 

of t.he ove!'emphasi5 of both ..iray a."ld Kaufmann . i;e 'htj,ll f:nd that pro-

pheti~ i'assages no plc.y an irr.!-'ortant role in the moral transformat.ion of 

t.he cult. in rabbinic literatw-e . !'heir il"IJ ri."lt :s J-a rt:.cularly pro!"ou."'!d 

L'1 the dl:velopment of the r abb)nic orie!'ltation toward eXJ iation and ato11e -

~ent. . But we nust r.ot :i.mit ourselves merely to the µro~he~ic ~~onounce-

ments as sources for tne development of the rabbinic moralization of t he 

cult . In aadition , lirc..y ..ind K4ufmann can :>e somewh4t misleading in the ir 

e~phasis 01 the trend ~!" r abbinic thou~ht #ith ~nich we will b~ part:cu-

lclrly concernea . i.e must be a..rc.re of t h e !"ilct t:lat. whis ter.dency is not 

tne only view nor even the i-rP\•aili.ng vie'ft of t he cu:t in ral:'oinic lit-

erature . ~xarnµles ~f an oµ~osite understand)n~ of the si5Tlificanc e of 

tne cal t ir. :-acb!nic no:r.ilies ...;i l ~peaT i::r ou:;.'iou:.. our s~ucy . 7!lc::re 

are many layers and ~any dimen~ions to the 1~l binic treatment of the 

be t:-te elTl}-nasis of ou1· s~.,;c;: . jf ·aY.en with a balanced vie"• we can , 

~r <..he s ?urces o f con\.~. '!.it.y of in~s a;µr{,ac~. ::...., t.~u Cl:l t :. b: bi.ical 

:tric raLrinic l:teratur~ . 

~10 t '1~:.:.c ~la.rJ:· in:.e:-est.in.; s · ... cies ~ ;: Chama\ 3~ich;,o anc t,;CiCCC 

l·:.J l gr om 1'ocus on t.n~ il'l}-O:-tanc1; of tr'l~ cult. re:- t!IL sat.:sf<;~t;or; o" 

D. in l C m.:riar; :- ·· •.her than :!.V e ,t:ec~ . ' ~ot.1 C"n.:er1 t.nemse:.v~s "'i th t.he m.-

c on sciou!: di~•·nsior.s c !' :.ne cu.J..'.;. . ~:·icnt.:> Vrilli4n:..l y c:lcciciat e .; tne 

an underly:L"'l ~ ,..sycholo;ical ?m io~e . F;,l:ed .,itn a .'ec.lou~ husbar.d, an 

in::oce:r.t ori !'t.: '..Ja:: nard }-.ess .. d :.o .:r~e .'ler sc::!. f !'ro., her :-.u~Land ' s St:.s; : -

".:ions . rh-= OOn-Ce>lli"liSs:.or: o:· .t :!Ult.e:-y i s a .i: !'::ct.lt. t.hin ; to establish , 
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In ~he a usence of f:'O~f t.na~ she was ~uil~y , lut in ~he pr esenc e of the 

sc~picions c: ner S!-Ouse , she could be 5iven t.he test . lf she nere in-

deed c-..Jpabl e , the s ymptoms of hy~ter:.cal pre.;r.an~y misht indeed be 

b r our)lt o:i b,..- t.ne sol~mn i ty of t.:1e terr.~ le :- :. ~ual anc t:.he r e;:,ressed 

feclin6s of guilt . rhe s.vmptoms would be the swe llir.g o!' t.he belly and 

h - k r 20 t e _ac o. menses . On the other !.and , if she were in:cQcer.t , her hus -

band woulc be Tf'!'\t rained from jealousy t y t~e tiosi ti ve }Jr oo!' o: the test . 

l'lhile t.he s~udy seems t o ha\·e .;one t.o t .1e he:-tr-~ o:' tne si&J'l5!':.cance of 

the ritual, w~ must ~ud~e its i.mµGct on the r abbinic v i ew of th~ cult as 

minL~a.l . It. wa~ aboli shed by J¢hanan oen &akkai w~ile tne Tem~le ~as 

still in ex:: st.e nce' dl!e to r.he j-res~urc:s o: t he "re\o. ~ora.litj" or the 

. d 21 per:o • Since it Nl;uired tne solemn:.ty of the fern!-1 :..e set.t.:.O~ .-or H.s 

:\!ll e!'fect on the tL~cc~scious , :.t. is clear t~at rh:s as~ect o: its sig-

ni f icance would !'lave been lost in the !Je!':od a:ter the desu· ucL: '>n of 

Jerusale:'ll a"1c Wle cult;ic center . 

~ exc...-.inat.i?!l o!' t:~e treatment of i;.he ashc.rn t· · :~:L;rorn is e~'J.ally 

.-robo.ie,11atic as a s~urcc: o!' priestl,,• i:if:.uence on rabLir.:cal t :-ad: ticn.; . 

\>:iich could be <>C 1~~reo t.:l ~-.e ir.adverter.r tres_: ass I'): a!.r.:ust a..."1y co11'i-

?2 
mandJ'llent. . - D!.:.s fea:- cou:1 t:ecome so .;r eat. :.hat a. 1 e:-so:: coulri becor.ic 

i;r .. "'lo't:ilizeci . :'11c asham allowe: "...ne reparat) on o:' irad· .. erte;:it trespass 

r 
and tnt: e-l:Y.i;-.a• i on o: the anxie~;; wni::r. acc-o;~_;.,c.nieci sucn susp:cions . -J 

This ins~ {ht !nt,o t11e a,h::i.:1 ;ives us , a~ oid 1.he ~t.i:ci_,r of t.~\! sot a , a 

1'1.0re ~enc~ratin~ Wlders~a."1::i.n~ of t he ...nc o~sc)oJs !'orces 1t. work :.n t~e 

dyna.'Tlizs o:- tne e iO:.. ical cult . : :. cert&i -:.l,1 shows u~ nc;1 ~he c•.i..lt func: -

tioneC: to ,,Tat.:ify tne t-ersonal !1eeds of tne irtciivicua.l Je... . It c.oes, 

n.)l'ever , n•i::e "..no cr-.cia1 <let il: ty o!' l'oct.sir.-i or t.ne ap!)easemcnt of 
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God and the fear of d:spl~asinp the deity as it~ prilT'al")" l!lOtivation. 

In addit ion to tte fact t.tat these are unconscicus motivations in many 

ins ances , they do ~ot. rive ~s ~ vie~ of the asham as a source ~f the 

spirituality we menti~ned before as that bepun in prophe ic literature 

and e>q>anded in the r ahbir.ic treatment of tr.e cult . 

BUchler' s trea tnent o:' the sources which in!')cenced the r abbinic 

moralization of tl!e cult rrovicles an impor tant antidote to tne over-

emphasis of r ropnetic r ronot:ncerr.ents . In t.is St.udies in Sir. and ><tone-

ment in the Rabbinic literai:.ure c1 the Fir st. Century, we find evicience 

tr.al moral sensiti'Jities l.'ere o.J.ready attac11ed tc tt e cult ir. tne Bib:J

ca1 period in bu th cult.ic pr ovjsions c.nu prop11etic ;: reacn ir.g . 2L :n bo~ 

sources , il'.mor tl behc:vic r , in co..di ticn to levi t.icc.1. impi..ri 'tY , was s een 

as ~ source of cul tic de~ilement . ''e fi..·11.: in Jererr,.:an !.!1at t.r:e :ano =-~ 

defiled by idobtry (Jer . 2:L- 28) . LPv:tical codes (Lev . 18 :20- 23) re-

c.ord that adul :.ery, sodoiey , bestir>li y , ana sacrificinp cbildr en to 

?'.olcch creatP defiler.ient . The suspected aciuJ teress is referred to as 

the nitmaah, the rlP:~ileo one (Numb. 'i:lJ, . ~.e see in Nunbers )C.. : JJ - 3l 

that the shedciinJT of blooci l'o:lutes +.t,e 1;:..nd anci forces ':iod 's prPsence 

to ciepart . 

Buchler stresses the unbrotten continu~ t.y of ,:,ft·:ical and r abbir.:.c 

viuws re~:.rdin~ ttle creation of cfofil.:ment ti.rourh t.t:e rr.onil trcms~res-
....... 

sicns of ioo:a-.r v , blcodshea , and se>.ual le.,.oness . '::> :'ne examJ:.les c:.te<d 

above tf:st.ify to t.t1e c!ivers:.t.y of t.ne sources cf t.r.:S coPtinu: ty . The 

connection of t.r.e~e Biblical passares ano lot~r r anbinic views can be 

most clearlj sec.r: iJ. ~ rc.bo:.nic rort.r~·al of Ueut.eronoey 21 : a , 'r:'r.ou 

shalt not c.:mse t.t.e land to sir: .·· "Jus t as taKir:r back ;; divorced 

.,.ife dt!!'iles it1e lar.d .md causes Goa ' s preser.ce t.o ~· :ti.d raw, now rnuch 
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··6 
~!le i"lur e ~o fo::- 5::iolatr7, :-_-or a::.t.f , -... .,d bloocshecL " .. 

our ; r o,iect is tlie raboi."'l:.c t-ort!'a,v~l o: t.he non- l evit.ical mean s for 

pur.;inG of sin . Ha·:ini; traced one ~ource o!" con~ern f or !".oral de file-

~enr.. ~~ ~le~en:.s o: ~ne levitical cul , it is ~,portar.~ t o fir.c ~~t if 

such r.on- iev'!. t.)cal L.pw·ities cc:.r. .;c. "li:iii.~~ed inc. nou-c~ltic :r.i .. :1.'1er . 

:'he raboinic view t.hat su:'fering o f all kinos c:>tlpled \..'i~h rP!1~ntance 

and ¥r e rnat.ure de ... ;,:i : t.r: !'ies it.e sow from s :.n, f :-oviaes u::. ·..::tr. ~esti -

:nony to the exS ste:ice o: !'!On- cult:.c f nms of e:q. j ~:. :. o!" .. i. !.cri ~P:· E' re

_;arded as effecv.v~ 'i:i r ablbic lit.erar..i.:re . 
27 

l!" rtichler emf has:.zes t.he sources c.- ~oncinuit.y be:.weer. .oiol ical 

a.1C. rabo!.nic ·::e;;s of t~e cult , .: • . { . 3:-owr. ,s:..,es e~ .• a:! a·.~ertion t c i.ne 

oyr:amics o!' in~~ovatior i:i ::.ne 1·~bbinic mura:iza ior: of ct:lt.ic 1 rov:~ions 

and institutions . ln fe•inle and Sacrifice :_r, ?....:.bhink Juda~ sr.i , Brown 

brings to ocr <.ttent.i c t. the re·~ors,.. , anxJ~tr , an~ i'71vl ilit.y \\·n:.ch ~i;: -

loss . nccordin :;; to .:oc:ia."'lar. t.en ... 'lki<ai , act.s of .:t'.L'1~ki::c.ness sti.il 

have oc1!urret1 i .. st .1 ;es O\"er t..i."1~ after t:ie jec;lruct:on c•~ r.he c i:l tic 

ce:'1ter . It be.;<.n ·.1:it.h 1..:ie ext ressi~n of e~t:.ivalency . thnt is , keil..1 , 
11 

or :..h:.n .~s t;ha':. \o.•er1: .. s if sc.c::-:f:ices !:.d "'"·<::-: o!""er ed . _, _ !'ne t--"oces.s 

-:-t; acnea a c onc lus:..,n -,.•ith ·J::e r 1..:rlacer:oen;-.s by ' b:..-.ko:i ' an3 tne :ouperior5-
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:ne en~irt:: ;1.>vem1mt \\'as in !1is op:L..,:on an 
'l"? 

c..tte:npt t o :-rPsen·e sacr::i ce oy ::-er.cLrin.; its inner 1T.eaning. ·'-' 1e 

woulo ciffer .. ; :.11 tn:s e:c; la.'1at.1c:: -.1r.1cr: s~rcsses :.ne ::!icuut.o:i.r o: :L'l-

rer nal and e..cte:-nal ele.-,en:.s . ,.e , r atner , perceive a ti;,-na'Tli c ern~hasizin.g 

and expetndinb some elements of cult fr si~"Oi!'icance and deemt-Jiias: "i."lg 

other ~s~~CLS o: the cult . 

:he t r eat r.ie1t o!' 1.ht:: cu:t by Sro .... 11, is i."l sone ways based L.:-on 

J!: 
rl.e.phael i aLai ' s ea.rl;ar ~~udy of t h& symbolism of Lhe ?empl e . rlt the 

conclus:;.c.n of t-'4:1 a..'ld femolt? , r,,tt.cii ac<.ually µrev ides a v."ider view oi 

~he process o: t.ne mor al :.r a"ls f or !'lation of t.he Clilt . JS He inc l ucies not. 

""lly t.he mor alizati on of the sacrific i~ o:!'e r inJS , bu:. also the trans -

for:nation of ci.:.ltic leaders.~if . ::."i! nas~s is ~~v~n tc :.r.e sni~ :row. 

the ~~~ortance of the pr iest Ul ttat o!' Lh~ nasid ar.~ tzad:k . 

Havini; ra:seci the idea:> of 5rown <inci • at.ai conc.:rnin; onP t r end 

vesti~5t.e t.hese joeas . ..c ..-'ill ex<l!':be t.ht] oe'Jclopr:e:i• o: sac!'i "'ic:.al. 

surr o5ates and :.he snift. in rE:li,;::.m:s leaaer s:1)µ awc.y fro:n •,ne author i -

ty of ·.he ci.:.lt-S.~ J r ies!.nood . iJr.J i kt: bro"i. , .:..: do not. 1 os: t. o s::.eacy or 

1.mifierl oe'Jelopnent of :,n:.s :.r i.?nd of rabbinic •. 1ou,;nt . l1 !'act. , a~ '4"e 

h'a.rncd ea,..lier a ,:ains seei1g t.r.is asi ec ... :>: rabl :.r:::..: : nou~ht. a:; t.he 

; r edomin:mt !".;! ~ ::.r.:c o~in ion, so , t oo , do 1""f: cauiio:i hen. a.;ainst. Bro-..11 ' s 

·:iew ot' ar. • s.:st.era · ic ! at<:.er:i o:· d•.,·:elo!·n1o nr. . .knei:.eless, ~-:!ile t.here 

wer e mar.~r le1:1er:. .10 asr.ec ts t.o t.he rabb~n::.c J..iOrtra.rc.1 o: the ci..lt , we 

will fL10 tnat ~he r:tbL~ic Moral:za~:on of c~!tic inst. : t.ut.ions ~as 

cer tainly a s:.;r:i f:cant :.:-e:ld in ':.ht? rab: inic res; onse -..o t.h'· c-isis 

of the loss of t.hP sacr i!'~cial center . 

Cur hy}.ot.hes5s lS tnat OOP trend ~: r arbinic tlivu.~ht sou.;ht t.o 
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t:-ansform tn~ r.u.it and its !Jrovisions thr ou.:;h the process of moralization 

in rabbinic nun:lies . fr&.n s~ormat:on ~11lies 'Lct.h continuity and change . 

lt conveys tne need to accept both tne i..~µorcance of the cult and the 

problematic 11&t.ure of its r ".!quirements after the destructi on of tne Seco::lc 

Temple . .:>ir.ce la:1nbs anc levitical offer ings we't"e no longer lJOssible , it 

was necessary ;,o t1.irn to available &il>lical sources -.mien would deem;..na

size this particular aspect of wor ship ai1d J.>iety . Our viE:i.. :s that both 

tJTiestly and prophetic passai;es wi:icr. stressed l,:1e moral h'isis o f cultic 

~urity and moral act.ion as a ~ i ous ofierin~ , serve~ as a ~oundation ~c~ 

Lhe r abbini c moralization of the cult. 

Incl uded in the moralization or mor al transform~tion o~ tne sacr i 

~icial c~t is a series of aLLitudes to~ards ~he r eli5ious sign:~icance 

o!' cultic ins:.itutions and pr ovisions. ;,.<: ~:.no a concern tor moral 

r ectitude as r,he primary criterion o :' cult.ic t.urity . fhe focus cf the 

cu.i.t. 1S not. the fee ;Hn5 or God J t...:. t.ne S: ::: t.uc. : ceveloprr:ent or l'!Ci!l . 

nitual offeri.~65 ;nd l~vi .. ical ir!st.it~tions rep~e~e~:. lessons :n etnic~l 

b .. haviCI!" cllld ir.t.erµersonal sensit.ivi t y . .>ch .. -:-i!'ici:.:; t.l.t!lTlsel ve::a art: t r ar s 

fo!":Tled f r om a.~~~al offe~:r.5s to human actio~s er.~ at.titucc~ . 1ood deeds, 

sexcal l'lodest.y , ecolo:!i ccs..l cor r er:; , µea.ce!'ul anc respec:.~l in~eJ"p:!rs:mal 

relations , pra,1er , st.udy , su!'fering, f23t.ing , :-t..'lci oeatn, cL.l beco.·1e exen

f;lary o:"fer::.n;;s t.o jod wh!.ch a r e S.f1TlbCJli2~c; I'.• insti tut.ions c.;;d µ;-ovis::.ons 

o.: t.hc cul._ . ..eacer~tl'.il) is std .:tea fror: \.,te ;..ries:.l~t clan to !.he hasid 

and t zadik . •1110 earn their aut.nor ity ry vir t.ue of their exhil-i tion of the 

mor al qualities a.'ld act.i ons cited ahove . Finally, t he process of t.he 

morali&ation of the culL includes an e;,?~d~is r.ot ~n t he ~e~ple , but en 

t h'l Tora..'l a s t.ne cent.ral inst:\ tu<.ion o: stlvat ior and r el: .;ious author1 t~ 

Our met.nodolo.;y wi ll be straignt. forwa r d . ~1e have ii vid~d the major 
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in ~ ti tut ions of ~he cult i n~o five cate~ories: l ) t he olah or burnt 

offering ; 2) the shelamim or peace of f erings; J) the kapp;u-ah or general 

eJq. iatory ofi'eri."1~1 ) t.he hat tat and asham or t.he axclusively expi atory 

si."1 anc guilt cfferings; a.,ri 51 t he mishkan/Temple or cul tic center. 

Si~i ficant Biblical µ assages de tailin5 tne ~rovisions of each of these 

institutions wil l be amas sed an d r e vi ewed in the li5ht of scientific 

Biblic al scholarship . rJe will then s ift throu~h e xpositi ons of these 

Biblical ?assages wn! ch are found ir. ~he rab bi nic l.J..terat~e of ~he f irst 

to ninth c enturies, se arcning f or t.hose .,m i en e>xhiblt the moraliz.::11~ 

tendenc:ies mef' t.ioned above, :.n regard t o the cult . Spec i a l eITl!Jh asis wi ll 

be p laced upon the l1ishna and Jemara and t..h e ma,jor coll e c t i ons of tan

nai t i c and a5~adic midrashim in :.he per iod j'.ls :. c i Led . ·,..e will b e 

looking f ol' t.he !1r ocess of the development of mor al i zat.ion of tne cult, 

but in a ve r y caut ious way, as our ~ revio~L ~arning has indi c a t e d . I t 

will be o f t-art. icul ar : nierest t.o view ev1cience of oot.n cont.inuit.y wi.~h 

t.h.: pas"!. a.~d s :i5f1 i t'ica.'1 t innovation in r..his t r enc o•' :-aboin i c t reat Mer.t 

o~ Lhe sacr ificial cult . 

As we turn nc;.; t.o our anal~,rs:.s , ''e J11ust add :'inall y t.ha t .-e will 

use t he ter ms mor al i ?.ation , moral transformar.ion , a.-io subl i.J!lation ..> f the 

c~lt int.er chan ;eahiy. Es_.r subli.J!lat.icn, we mean a .• :-ocess w!.ich : s :10t 

unlike the ! sycholo~ica! Wlciersr:.anil~.; o!' '".n~ t.e::rm . !t is the cncu-meling 

o: ener gies and concerns into consir uct.:.v e att.j tudes and ac t.ivi t ies . Tl1c 

mor alizat.:l o:i of t ne cul t a::: we have out l ined it inc l ucies a syst em o:' 

~i et:; \o>T1ich is bot.h a cont.inuat.ion and ex1 ar.sion o f Ml l:.ctl Judai sm anci 

a ut. :.l :.zation of er. at.ive innovation . Co11cern is focused on e·;eryda:; 

deeds , th H;;;n~s , and ex1.eriences . Leade r sn i t.i is r>t:.ainaule '6thout. 

birt hright or bi~lo~ical herita~e a:-ad th~ cen i r al institut i on of sal -
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v<:t.ion is accessible to all on the basis of study, practice, and personal 

me.!"it. 

In a t.l.me in wnicr. t.t:ere W'os r;•dicaJ social change, o nev e111priasis 

on the indi~idual , anJ the total disruption Cind el:iJninat.ion of lhe sacri

ficial cult, this t rend o: rabbinic thought could genuinely be considered 

to be a form of sublimation. In the absence of the Temple, relirious 

enerries cou11 ~e channeled into ?t~itudes and actions which woulo en

hance the life of the community; relirious le~dership could be acquired 

on the basis of inte~rity: fulfillMent. of tr.e Divine wil] could be 

achieved indenendentl_v of levitical of:erinp or c~ltic institutions , 

nna the study of Torah ar.d pood deeds could serve as oious offerin~s to 

God . v.e can see, then , t.nat. moi•aJj zation of the cult is by its very 

n?ture a sublilllatinr process, a constructive re~ponse to the dest.ruction 

of the sacrificial enterprise . 



CHAPTER JI 

We begin our exa1 .• inat:on of the rabbinic t.ransforr.iation of the 

sacr ificial cult with the Biblical and rabbinic treatment of the olah. 

We find this sacrifice in the earliest histor~cal books of the Bible as 
l 

well as in th& latest of priestly codes . lt is associa ted ~-rith the 

mountain sacrifice of Balaam and with the continual offering in the 

Holy of Holies. There are a variety of viewpoints r~garding the pur-

pose of burnt offerings in Biblical Judaism . Our underst-and:ing of its 

role nat,ur~lly re~lects whataver 5ener al pre3u~posit.1ons ~-e hold con-

cer ning t~e na~ure and function of the Biblical cult . fo those who view 

the calt µr imarily as a se•ies of $i fts to µr oJitiate the deity , the 

~is particularly im~ortant in that it is 5iven totally t o Joa .
2 

Others who view t.he cul t in a more sublime man'1er ret.ain t.he JJr i."'Tlacy of' 

tne olah due to its unique na~ure. The t r ansformation of tne concrete 

int.o t he invisitle exyr esses fo r ~h"!m "the worsnit- of a tani;ible people 

of a.t"l intangible God. 3 'r1hether we adopt one view or t.he Dt.ner, or one 

somewher e in oetween, we :nust a.;ree t nat the bw·nt offering const.:.tuted 

a significant element- :.n t.tle sacrificial cult . 

.. hen exa:'linins ano ex};oundin& ~on -.he inst.it.ut.ions of the Bibl.ica..l 

cult, the l'oOL~s o~ ~he Lan.~a~t.ic per:_od were certa)nly calleci upon ~~ 

occu~y thernse: ·ies ;vit.h the meani.."1~ 1,.. f t he burnt of1'erin5. Heviewing 

several passaJas in the tannaiti~ literature concerned with the olah, we 

find that. t.hey a:e singularly legalistic and :· rocedural in r.ature. This 

is not surµrisin~ s~nce the works M°'e consult~d a:e ~enerally referred t.o 

l :i 
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as the '' !"!alakic" or ' le.;al midrasnim'' (Sifra, ::iifre, and Mekhilta) . 

What is important fer us ir. this examination is to note that for sever-

al reasons ~e find a m.:nL~al amoi.mt of s~iritualization or su~lL~atioo 

in the t.annaitic treatr.1ent of the burnt offerin15. 1hether this is due 

to the continued exi stence or re~ent proximity to the destruction of 

the Temple, the lack o~ a clear- cut external pclemic challenge .from 

Christianity, er the inherent limitations of the 15enre of tannaitic 

literature , ~e cannot say within the ~cope of this ~reject . ~e note 

for our efforts that such is the tendency of this literature so as to 

see more clearly the tendencies toward spiritualiza~ion and sublima~iyn 

as they appear in the context o~ later rabbinjc texcs . 

One tannaitic :~assage concern ing r i tual sacrifice verges on spir-

itualization and is ;1a.:-r.:.cularly worthy of our atLent:on . 

l'he disciples of Shammai read kebhsim he lambs (NUI\'lb . 20 :3 ) as 
tho~h written kabsim, that they yut out of sight . Tnat is, 
tne daily offering of the lambs brings it dbout that Isr ael's 
sins are put out of sj6h~ by God as the verse says, 'He Nill 
turn aJain to have compassion upon us , he will pUt our sins 
out of si&}lt. 1 (Mic . 7:10J 

but tne dis~iple$ of Hillel said, ·~natever is ~ut out 
of si~t must return ir.to si#lt .' Accoroin5ly we find tne ex
pressi.m , kebhs:i.i: bene staa.na, the laJT1bs of t.he f irst :, ear to 
be under stood as though writt en, kebbasiJn bene shana, tney 
cleanse the things that are of many a year-. -That is they 
cleanse tne sins o f lsra_el of ,,.ham it :.s said, ' :hou~ your 
sins be as man:1 a year, tney shall be wn:t.e as snow.' ( -s. I : i8} 

And oen Azzai sa:d, kebhsifll bene shana neans inst they 
cleanse the sins of Isr ael a.~d make th~innocent as an 
in~ant. in its first year , .J 

Throu6)l 4 t la • .' on t.ne wor<i fo:r lamb , kebhes > we have se·reral 

midrashic i;terprei.ation:> of the effect of the ritual sacrifice . Ben 

xzzai is on the verge of subli.~ati~~ when ne equates the riLca~ re-

qui rement of the age of the .;oat with t.he mor al purity of the child of 

the same ase . Ye~ , it is clear that even nere the ~ocus is still on 

the ritual lambs and Lhere is little effort to switch to sublima~ed 
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forms of m.u11an behavior wnich nigh~ ret'lace toe lambs as a :.iious of

~eri;ig . Jt is for t11is reason tnat. i.e refer to this as a tendency to

wards sublimation ratner tnan a complete transformation . 

"s we exa.-nine n•>W t.he talinudic and a&gadic nri drash:iJ'D of tne fourth 

tu ninth centuries C. E. , we find a fundamentally different understand

in& of the sacrHic:ial cult begin:lin(i to flo'o(er . fhe lega.l proceaural 

format of th~ halakic raidrashiJn continues throu5hout these later col

lections a.~d passli6es. ~here r emains a ~reoccupation with r3tual pr o

cedures and levi.tical :-urit.y . But we find a ne..- layer, a new nanner of 

understanding the cult, settling in amon~ older forms . 

Certainly ~~th the ai.blical ano tannaitic ~eriocs knew a JudaiSill 

which demanded bo th rjtual and moral/ethical ~urity as ex1ressions of 

µi ety towarc God . But centuries after tne de st.rue•. :on of the Temple , 

they became more vhan partners. ThrouJh midrashic exe5esis , cultic 

institutions o~ lcvitical r:tual ~urity cc.s:ie to s:tnoolize as~ects of 

m?:-al puritf and ethical ?iety. The very basis of tne:r 5round of 

sanctification .. as sutlimated from cult.ic t rocedure into human quali-

ties, act.ions, and inter~ersonal relations . fh~s tra.~sforroation ~as 

'lOt a t.ot.al :innovation but an expansion and weavin; of ancient tnrea<is 

into a ro?e which would s~iri~ually oind 'he Jew:sn peo~le t.o it.s 

earliest traditions . 

::"ne strands are Lrou~ht ~o~er.ner slo~ly, ~a,:r'-.n• one tradi tion 

u~on anot.her i n Lne Biblical and r abbinic treatment of the ethical and 

in the t.aL11udi c citation of t.he deuteronomic idea LhaL the nire of a 

narlot is 11nacce; ta":>le a s an o!'ferind to l or . S :hat linich is $ained 

from the mo1ally :..m1ure ~racL~ce of .rostitut.ion r tnders the sacrificial 
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cult r it.ually impure :n the e:.res o!' Biblical and rabbinic author ities. 

fhe same continuity of moral sensit.ivity within the context of leviti-

cal purity continues betweer. tannaiti c and lat er r abbinic port~ayal of 

the olah . R. Yossi cont5nues tbe thou.;ht of oen Azzai when he descr ibes 

the reason youn6 boys begin their study of Judajsm with the cultic book 

of Leviticus. Like his ~redecesso~ , he considers young children moral-

ly i•ure . Si.11ce the sacrifice s are ! ure , it is fit t ing i:.hat the mortll,y 

pure come and study the ritually pure . 
6 

.. e f:.nd i n t r act.ate Bekorot 

that a 5orin.; ox wl1ich has not been ki:led due t o a lack of sufficient 

witnesses is i.JTl~ure for :;acr j fice . 
7 

The anL':1al t-hat does vio l ence , 

l ike the dJlimal ~ :eri ior idolatry, ~s rendered ritually unclean by v~r-

tue of its ::ioral im!Jurity . fllis trend of thou6ht reaches its full ex-

plication in tne rannurna e>..}:OSit.ion Of rsa-111 2.!i . 

. . :,..hy does it state t hat 1 J l ove ,iustice and hate thievery' 
( Is. 61:8} in regard to the olah? Because in cor.nection ~itn 
:.he olah , what i s saic before i t shC'ws t.he relat i onship . 1 And 
wntn~erson sL~s and is ~uilt.y and r~turns tnat whicn he has 
stolen,• (Lev . 5:23) then afterwards :it describes that he shall 
bring a burnt "ff~ring . ':r you wan!. to brin5 a sacri!'icial o f 
fering , tnen don ' t steal anytning fom anyone cecause lam a J od 
who l oves jlJstice and nate s thievery , even in r e6a.rrj to the 
sac~:!'ice o!' the burnt of!'e ~ing . And when is it then :hat you 
may offer up an olah and J ..-ill r eceive it'? ,, hen your :ianc's 
are clean of thievery , as David said in Psaln1 2.J , 11 \Jho will 
yaaleh (go up/ offer up a ~t:.rnt offerin ; ) on ~he Mountain of 
God, who will st.Md in :iis ho.!y t- lace? One ~tn clea.""I hands 
a.~d a pure heart" f t.hat has not. en5ai;ed in thievery ) . ,,5 

The ~ : c.us w~10 desire t.o ; artic i pa:.e :r:. :.he ri tual of:erings o~ t he cult 

must ma- nt.ain a leve l of mor;.,l i>urity equal to r,nat of a yc.mn6 child . 

•ne mor al lransc;ress: c n of ;-r ost.i tution , violence , an•l W1ievery nave 

the power to r ender burnt offerin 6s unfit <.r.nd ritually im~ure . 

rne .Jl.al ret;uirem~:nt of ~otn rit."jal a.n ":i .o:--~ ,.urit ,; conti nues 

trtrou&-~out tne d1blical and r aboinic literat ure concer ning tne sacri-
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:icial cult . :"nou.;h t.ney ciffered in em~hc.sis : bot.h t.he pro~hets and 

p riestly writers deMa.:ded a cofl'lbination of ,justice and levitical purity. 

l'his two- fold sensitivity we have found, also continues in the rabbinic 

t radit.ions concernin6 tne olah . rlowever, we can see, as in tne case of 

I.he tel'11\ yaaleh cit.ed atove (o!'fer up/go u~ in moraJ µuri ty),that one 

trend of r abbinic ex:uosition goe s beyond the restatement of earlier tra-

ditions . rnere is a ~~crasP.ic ex:ansion cone elaboration of Lne ~orci.:l 

aspe cts of cultic ~urity which also involves a shift in ihe focus of 

sacrifjce from thP. µlacatiog of God to t.llE:: mor al oevelopme:it of nan . 

r1e :nust note t.na ~ot ever~ rar :.nic trcatn~nt of the olah reflects . --
a trend towards ex. ansion ana tra:1sformat_on . 1n :act, thou5h •,;e will 

exa.'Tline p~ssaJes wnich do represent shift. of tne focus of sac~ifice , 

the olah is ~enera.ily ~Ort.rayed in uibiical ..no rabLin)C literature as 

an institution for the feeciin6 and <t.!Jpeasement of the Divine . 11e find 

in .ienesis Rabbah tnat .iod enu.11erat ed "10re clean anirials r.nan ti.nclea.'1 

b tne li s l. .,n: en was ;:. ven t.o Noah. .Je art t.olo inat th: s W<fs done 

accor ding to a Di vine 1->lar, fot' , 11:fe surely ciesired Lhat sacr 1 fice snoulci 

0 
be offereri to Him of t.hem . 11 ?'roori his ! assa,,;e and ;>t.hers like it , "e 

learn t hat even by the l.jme o f t.he compilation of .iene sis ~bbah some 

rabbis still sfocerely beli eved r.J.at. God c~sired tne sac r i:"ices of man 

!'or :!is i>oificar.:.on . This serves as iJJl iPl,.ort.art ·o.rnin:; c onc':!rnin~ 

tne ;t::ner-1 · n•,w·e o:' o . ..:- ~t.ud,r . .jt? mu~-;. oe careftl no~ io ;eneralize 

:>r to say ti.at collectively, "t.he rabL is 11 st'iri tualizea or subli.rriated 

-.ne cut i?'. t.heir cnaract.e:-j z.ation of it . ..e !hive a:..r. ac..{ 5110 .. '!1 a t.er.c-

ency a::ion5 some rabLis to i;r ound the r:.t.\oa.l ,.uri ty o:~ the cult. in tne 

conte..<t of n•o'!"C..: .:tn . etnical : urit./ .mo c.o e..<: ... ano t.ltes~ tneraes eyond 

t.neir ~iL1icol lasis . ns •e t.urn now <.o ex~~inf fu..-tner se•eral midrasnic 
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~assa~es wbjcn ~epr~sent a shift in the ~ur~os~ of the cult fN>m the 

feeding o!' .Jod to the ir.cr a l and spiritual UJ.>l ift ins of 11an , we are re-

rr.inoed by the passa&e citeci above f r om Genesis Rabbah that "e are por-

t r aying one layer , one dimension air.ong several in r abbinic thought con-

c er nin5 t1.e sacrificial cult . 

1'he parabl e is ; i ve n of a b l i.no nan with a l amp . A man with full 

vision l eads tne blind :rian to ni s home by means of t he lamp. nowever, 

whe~ they arrive a t the ulind man ' s home , the man o f full vision asks 

t he blind man f or a lighted la.Mp so tlic.t he may cor>t.inue on his journey . 

The midras h continues : 

' It is only fCJ. 1.ni s r eason that. 1 have asked you to Give l'le light . ' 
fhe se e int; man of t.he stcr y j s the Holy One 3l essec Be He, fo r i t 
says , ' fo r the eyes of the Lore run t o anci f r o t hroughout the 
whole earth' ( I I Chron . 16: 9) and the blind ~an is Isr ael f or it 
says, 1". .e ~ope for t.he wall l ike t.he blinc, yea as they t.hat 
have no eyes do we GJ'Ope , we stumble at noon cay as :n the t.wi 
li~t .' ( Is . 50:10) God illumined the way fo r them and l ed them 
as it says , ' and the Lor d ~ent. before them by riay .' (ix. 13: 21) 
,\lhen tney were about to constr uct t.ne Taber nacle tie call ed to 
Moses and said , ' l"nat they brin~ unto the e ~ure olive oil. ' 
'Ex . 27 : 20) Israel then Said, ' For thou cost l iJht my la.mp' 
(1s. 18 : 20) and y~t thou dost. corn:11a."1d us that we should ~ive 
li ~ht be fo r e thee l ' 41,)d r eµ lied , ' Thl s is i.n o r de r to pr omote 
you that you 1118.Y .;h•e li ;ht unt.o Me e·;en as 1 have ~i·.•en li&ht 
to you . 1 10 

I'he author of tnis m.:drasn capture~ tile apparent contradiction of the 

situation anci rever~es the focus of the rit.LJal ac-t . lt is certa;.nly 

not fo:- God ' s sake, but, for man's ttuJ!. tne cult.ic lc.mps a.re lii;;ht.ed . 

!srael , like i.he b:ind rncm in !.he st.or;,· , -...:Jl then fulfjil its obli-

6aiion for the hel~ received . 

11e fi.."'ld a second at temJ; t t.o resolve :.ne se con tr a dictions :.n 

Numbers Rabbah . 

Rabbi lfrln:na obsP.rved , The rloly One .Ole::;sed Be He said, In t.he 
eyes -.·n:ch you t-ossess t.'lere is black and white . Aflci you car.not 
see lli t.h the •;:r.:..te l,1Jt. on~· with the black . ::cw if in t.he case 



of your eyes ·.t:tlt c ont;;ir. bl cck en n wnite pa r t s you ::an on ly 
S"'e throur r ... r.e bl•·t. t' , ~hf'll tl:e ifoly One 3lessed Be He who is 
~11 lipht need your lir nt.: ; nother coMJ!lent en ~~e text exolrins , 
' In fron t. o f :J·.e c;ondlc s :.c ks . 1 ( l. urr:b . R: 2} A mortal ortains 
lipht f r om a bur ni nr lc-mp . Cm he however obtain lir h t from a 
l alll!" out o f dar1'.m !:s? Yet of God it s :ws , 1 and dc.r kne s s was 
Ul"On tr e f :.c e o f the de e . • 1 (Ge n . 1 : 2) Ar.d w11c.t. :is written 
f ur ther en in t.he tex t ? ' And God s?id l et t~cre be lirht . 1 

(Gen. 1 :3) •:;u t o f t he darkness 1 (God) brou~n t li~ht. , I t ole 
y ou t c !':ir.dle t r.e l CJ:'Q:S in order L.:> eleva r.e y ou . 1 Th at is t ne 
r-ea.i.r.f o f the e:iq r e ssion 1 to cause a l dnp t.o bu rn coutiru aJ ly. 1 

(E.x . 27 : 20)11 

To p;;rt icirat.~ in :.. .. e cult. is t.o :i..r.-.it~ te tli t: ac t i:-ru; of t.ne l.Jivine and 

t.t .c::-eby t o b e elevc;teci . : t. is to lift : s:-< el up a t'lOVe t.ne n c: t ions o f 

tJ.e '-'Orlc! as an exa.if.l~ :.o a.Ji.12 Ji.s t. as tne oil fives l i f"r:-. , so , 

t oo , doe s t l.e 7 ernr1 e rj ve lirn t. ~ nt.o t. t1e n~at.i.:n:s <:~ it. is sai o , "An c! 
, ., 

n<>ti c ns sl.all ""<.J. !c by t..y lirht . .. -... Tn:.s s1.if:. i:1 :.ne ru r rose o f t:e 

Ir:tr oducir.r tr.e t.r.er .e of t,t-C' ol<>-11 i:". ;. cl')nrentc:r y on ;.. vP.r~P f r on hos e a , 

God sc:tl:-ic;:.1ly ;osk~ whPt.r.er o r nrit He "·ou.1: ..,~ ic m;:1. fo r foor. •·er e re 

indeeci hunn-y . l l Such a r eriu 0 !'\. frnr •.t:e Cr t:>ator ()!° t.he ·.,.:,ole ••or ld 

1.~11]1 bP ;r.~urd . Tne c} inax cf U:e - 0 -.·e-r:-;;l -,f ·..r.e n·: r r..,c;" c-f • : e cu:• 

n • .:iar.ue1 •-; :_,. )n · :.•· : :~-.e o;· F. , ~i.Jt~o:-. l . !o~.:.i , lvOl'IE c.n s ~c?e 
;.rr.;11. • t,iS OlllJT;F..l)d Sirnif:c- . 1 (:.e-v . 7:';'- - ;..:t'1 :tic tJ-~00 t!!Cre');~ 

Sha)) be d:i.Sl.€0 <Jf:Jinsl. t.J:e DC,SC Of tl.f> altar . J vTOinarilj' 
bloo.1 is · W:~1r desr :.seu- -:.1.. is W.e 1 "'OC o; dors . 1.na y~t. tne 
noly Jne B!.es~ed Be t~e =<:·S :.: .e:l it Sl&OUlu be oft1>?-ed ur on the 
al t;.r : t.llc :1oly J ne oles!>eo B!> 11e --i f anyone· '1<..r e 11"'.µu te ~ucn 
a t.i.:.nt' 1.._ tH.m , ze:sic , ' Br inp he c-r, off~ri ..... f ;rid take it~ blood 
c::.J dc.~u • J.e ~lc-oo c.raiz st 1.r e co;r.er~ o:· t .1e e::.. tar · 1.at t 1 e 
o:co... r;1y exriate for • :e bl:>oc t.!.O\. r, St. S!.ed'° - · is be e; JSe 
o:· ;.1;:.· .,e1.;o c;nci as c:a rr-cans c:: ex; i:-1.ior ~or in .. e mat. : r f-Gues t 
offer:.nr ;,-,~ :'!Ot. because : ....-:.sn t.o ec.1. . ' ne11ce :.1.e vcrs ~ is t.o 
be re an , 1 I nunrr y? !.o , tile 01 fa r i r.r - r cques t. s fo r -.riy s<tAe 
(and n0t fo r f':i.r.e ) . 1 1~ 
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mensions , t11e aut.hority of tile cu lt.ic !Jriesthood is ni~placeo upon t he 

hasio dJlc t.ne tzadik . 1~ tala~n · ~ e,treat.y before God w~ find an ex-

ample of the iransformat..lon of the srounds for cul tic leadersr.1IJ• 

!mild rne here seven altars . (NWT1L . 2) :1) Wny seven altars? 
because of t he s~ven alt;;.rs which had been built bv seven r ight
eous men froro Adam to 1-foses anc whic-h had been rece ived with 
favor-.- ThesF ri~htecus men were Adc.m, l.bel , ?~ oa:., Abra.ham, Isaac, 
Jacob , and Moses . Balaam said to }od, ' Why didst Thou acc e r- t 
them? ifas it not. or account of he cllltic ntual serv:ce (avoda'l 
tney performed :or .vou t.nat Thou dj dst acce:.-t the11? 1 s it not 
more set?mly that Thou should be wo r is:1iped by seventy nations 
rather tnan one? 1 The Holy Spir! t Ci:",s•..:ereo nL'TI, 1 Better is a 
dry morsel una quietnes s therewith ' fProv . 17 :1) {better} •a 
meal offering min~led with oil or ary• (l.ev . 7 :10) 1 than a house 
full of feaHine: wi t.h strif e! For :;ou desire t..o introduce strife 
bet-..een 1-'.e and Israel . 1 16 

_;, •,:as because o!' t.h:?ir ri;'i reousness r at.ner t.nan • heir levitical t.irth-

r:. ;ht. t.nat. t.he si::ve:-: ancetit.'lrs j ust. irier:tioned ;.;ere qua:jfied t o o~fPr 

an accep~atle sacrifice t.o Gori . 

As w0 have seer. i n previous passa~es , nt:.ma, qua..i.it~es of t.ne 

ni~~cst ~oraJ sia.,card dete:-nine t.ne r :tual purity ~r ~r.e sac r i f:ce . 

::r. a~c:. tir, , c...ltic leaoersni~ i~ ac~uired on t.he basis of t.he attain-

ment. o : t.hese qual:t)&s . ;:rut. even -.ore is eA~ressed in l.!le seccnd par~ 

o:~ :nis eXJ o s:.t.ior. (\:.' f.alaa.-: 1 s s ::cri f ice . 

And Goo met. bala.am, rfo said t" hir. , fool , -.-r.at are you doing? 
3aid he , : ha•'e ;.;re;.ar ed sever. alt.a.rs . 'l~w'11L . 2): :-n:s is 
like ~he ca~~ of a monPy chanr;t!r wno f~lsifies h:s .,,t:L~nt.s . . ne 
chief o f thP market coMes •tna ·1iscover:; ni.:TI . '!ou are , llP. sai,! , 
fal si :', r:i.."'l~ :.11e ;;oi~nt.s . .ne th~1 re :iec , • iavt> .llJ t.ady sent. 
a ~ i.!'t. t.;:: ~c :r r; use . ~al :s2r: also actE:. : :"I cs: :iar ~·a ... . I'he 
doly ~piri s~:-: t o n ir:, ... nat a.re you ioin; l:c.laan1'. de r e!-li e:c , 
: !'lave r. r e, areri ~ ~ ven alto.rs . '::w:i·o . 2J :..J !>aic Gc.J , ~et.ter is 
a. dir.rer or erLs -..: 1e :-e l o·:e ~s , t. •• cJ! a S~d-le'.l ox and ha~:-ec 
t.herewith . ( r'rov . ~:;, :17 ) ,.or f:' 1cce1 taLle is tnc :T11,.:sl .m!cn 
lsr ... t! l pret area in t:.JJl.-L e at. lll& (pascal laJT1b wi t.h u."1lec.vened 
or e ad ar, ~ L: t.er :1ercs :.:i&n :.n.. ox ;1ou o ::~e:- : "" ~:H .. r td .17 

The Passover me:al <in~ 'Zo:ie :.nt.er~·erso1~ ~1 '-!Utilities sur·.~ound:in,~ it a.re 



23 

Egypt . .~ coll'C'll\.nal dinner in t.ne !J:-esence of l <Ne : s More adequate an 

offer in& to Jod 1..nan the ritual sa1..:-i fice of an ox in tt1P. midst of 

hatr ed . w~)le ritual purity is :tot i~ored, it is made subservient to 

moral ~urity in order of impor~ance . The elaboration and extension o f 

a prophetic theme is brou5ht. to its full develop:nent in tractate Sukka . 

rnere .labbi Ueazer succi11ct.l.v st.at.es the priJT!acy o!' the ethical over 

~he levitical/ritual when he sa:ts 1..na.t , 11Al:ns55vi.'15 is &-eater than all 

sac:rif:ice. 1118 

t:ot on_y does '<.he etn:.cal take precede:ice o ver ~!1c :-: :.ualisi.1c 

in t.his t r end o: rabbinic tnou-,it , but the levitica.1 r r ocecurec them-

s elves becomf> vehicles fo:- the l •: resentat:lon o!' aspect!' oi ••irtue . 

:r. " .-.ic:-asnic ;.orl.rayal of Goo ' s t.r~a t!"'len-:. :>f ... ne cu:t -..e a re give-; ,.. 

vihic:h He displ~ys in :tis direction of t.ne uurnt off-::r:in .; lS a modes for 

tne p: '>US "" follow i."": the realm o:~ hu.""lar: a::au·s . 

t . Jos:1ua r1 Sik:i::: ~a:.d i:". t.he r ...... e ..Jf :t . :..e .. ·:S.: ~C!'ie a:1r: see hOA' 

the :fo1_; ne .t:lesse c 3e :ie t.riPd :.o s~ are t!.t :sraeli:.es ex~ense 
s~.nce :le sai:: :.o t hem, " noever has '::eco:ne l:.at:::.e to brir.g a S;Jcri 
r:.ce let. n:.n brin .; . roF. 1..he hero, as !. <. sa1s , 1:' nis of•'e:-i."'lg le a 
turn\. ~f:er:::- .; C': ~.he hP.rd .... lLe·.- . l : ) : : he ca.'1'10t a::~ord !':::-"":'\ 
t.he herd l~t niJn bring frcrn ~nc lambs , as it says , hnd :r he brin& 
~ :amb .... (Lev. u:].2} .-u.d ::- ne C'=l•1r.ot. t :-:ni; :ro!'ll the l~bs let 
t:iJll bl'in,; a boat as it says , ,._'ld i:' h:s o: f~ r:.r. .; ·:-e c. ~·oat. . .. . 
(Lev . J :12) And if Ile c;:i:nct tr:r.5 f r om tnc ;o:ns, let hi:rl lr:n~ 
fro:n !.l.e Cowl , "~ :.t. says, ~'le ; : nis Q;~~er'...11g be a fowl. . . • 
(Lev . 1:11) A~ri if~~ ~ap~o~ affo.::-d ~ro~ ~ne ~o~: let nin tr:~i 
fine flour , "i:ie :le r for ... :'leals or ··.?:-:.n;; '1€·.t . "> :l)) . ~.o:-e -
over , othP.r "!°"e~:!'l·s ca .. , .... 1.,~ r:i"!'er.) '-to i"' na:::. .. ·es L".. . ~:sore 

is to cc o!'°fPreo ~ .... .:.r na! ·:es , n,:il :~ t!'l~reof :.!'! t.!le r.·"'rn:.:1; ~d 
half .. :1ereof ii. !',c t\reni."'lg . fi.Rv . 6 : 12)lc. 

le :s c • .::-et'<ll :.~t. to 

?lace a l urdc11 u;. on or embarrci3S c.z:)•Onl'! . n secor;'1 mi ~ash CO'lcerni.n.; 

Jori's choice c~ particular al ~mals tor sacr~::ce ~laborate~ ~he t.nerne 

Of Cv~pass~or. !O~ Lne ~OOr <.r.C C~~ense:ess . ~us~ d~ ~od desi -na~~~ fo~ 



sacr!!'ice tnose an:..n:als whicn ar~ not predator~.r, so, t oo , ooes He ;:>ar-

ticularly love those hui0.a..'l oeings who are ~ersecuted . He has special 

af~ection for , and ~.ows man a special model for , treatment cf the poor, 

20 
the defenseless , the preyed upon . God's desir e ~or sacr j fice is of 

a..."'l exemplary dlld !'"!bfit.a::>us na:.ure . I t is Lhe f;-aganc~ of man ' s right-

eo~sness (obedience C1l"ld good deeds) that He des~es ahove all else . 

' The r ishteous one eaLeth nis ~ill of that which is o man ' s 
soul . 1 3uch a Ri5ht.eous One is 1.he Holy One 31.essed Be He . 
The Holy One ~aid to Israel , ' My cnildrer. , of all offerings 
which you pr esent to Me , J delight tc eat onl y of t.hose with 
the f r agrance (of obedi~nce anc good deedsJ as i t is said, 
"It is t.he fra,;rance which is ~:y own d~li6ht . " ' (Nu."'lb . 2e : 2) 21 

joc! ' s ri~teo1";!1ess ir. His t r eatment of t.l'\e ~ult servPs as d. :;,odel f o r 

human actions . : t. re~re~ents a sni!'t in the f ocus of sacr::ice fro.~ 

the feeding of Goo to th~ mo ral instl"'Uction of man . lt is tne P~~at~~n 

o:' ~his :iivine moral sensitivity t.nat ! rovidee c.he he.sin ano the tzaciik 

the aut.ho!": ty to r e;1lace the r riest.ly clan as -;.hf' rE:l~i;:ous ar.d com-

m1;.:;al leader s of Israel. 

Aut.horit.y is also r'is; lacec from tne 1'e·r1ple c·.llt. to Lhe Tor ah and 

:ts i.~st.itut!ons 3S tne li~e o~ ~ores., comes Lo oe tne ce~tral soc.rce of 

sal vat.i on . R;ib~: Joshua he:: IA>vi !'t.~:.es 'Jhat God told ~a..,ic t.hat. 01·e 

oa;,• sµent. in Lhe study of Tor ah j s ~u~e,.ior t.o a t.housanrl sacr ific-ial 

{ al 22 a:i:.JTI s . R. .:5'irneon con'le/S -.r:c ~ >ne conviction "'hen ne sa;,'s t tat 

words of :-o:-a:1 a:e 1110:-e prec5 :>us t.nan ou..""Tlt o!"!'erir.~s anrl sacr: ~ice . 2] 

of the b-.irnt of!'e r in.; , " W:..th~n t.he same trend of :.~.cui;nt . ·~e find in 

t.ractate t-!en&.hcL tnat. Resn Lakish sa;s t.l at. ."le ~h<"' busies nimself ..-i~h 

To::-ah is as ·nou6h :1e ;Jere actually offerin i; sc.c:-ifi ces . Rabba intel'-

pr cts t:.e laned d.!: a ne5at:ve- lo, t.o r ead , ":le wno occupies himself with 
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,, ah d rf -~· 020 1or nee not o er sacr1~1ce . 'l~ these views are SWTJl'llarized in 

a passage found i:l sil!ri lar forms in Levitic us Rabbah , 1-'esi.kt a de Rav 

Kahana and Pesikta Rabbat i . 

R. Aha said in the name of ~ . Hanania b . Papa, Jn order that 
Isr ael might not say, ' In t he past we used to offer up sacr i fice 
and engage in the study of them and now that there are no sacr i 
fices is it still necessary to en&age i n the study of them? • The 
Roly One Blessed Ee He said to Isr ael: 1 If you engage in the 
study of t.hem I 'irill account ::.t to you as ~ you had offered th~m 
up.' 

R. Huna said t wo things : All the exiles wlll be gather ed only 
through t he mer it of study ~f the Mi shna. What is the r eason? 
' Yea, if the7 engage in (Yi t nu- - the or al learning) teaching among 
the nations , l W'lll ga~her them up . ' (Hos . 6 :10) The other thing 
R. Huna said, ' for f r om the rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof ~y n~ is ._..eat amont the nations and in ever y place of
f erings are µresented t o My name , even µure oblations .' (Mal . 1 : 11 ' 
Are there pure oblations anc the taking of a handful of flour and 
letting of offerin5s go in Babylonia? ,Jhat inen is r efer red to? 
It i s the Mishna . The Hcly One Blessed Be He said, •seeing 
that you are enga~ed in the study of Y.isllna , it is as if you 
~ere offering up sacrifice .' 

Samuel said , ' and if they be a~harned of all that they have 
done and make known unto them the form of the Te:lJ)le and the 
fashion thereof, all forms thereof, anG all the laws ther eof and 
wr ite it in their sight, that they 11tay keep the whole for m t here
of, and the ordinances thereof and do the~ . · This is the law of 
the Temple •• •• (Ezk. 43:11) Was the form of tne Temple in exist
ence at the t:ilne of Ezekiel? No but the Holy One Blessed Be He 
saio , ' as lon~ as you ensa~e in t he study hereo~ , it ~s as :..r 
you were building it . •25 

rhe Tanhuma concludes this transformation of the s ource of salvation . 

Co~~entin~ u~on the double usa~e of the wcrd olah , i relates ~hat afte r 

the destr uction of the Tem~le, Israel still had the two- fold offering 
26 

of Torah Gno teshuvan . 

Even t ne continual. lam~s (olot \ ~hicn the Israelites kindled to 

God were SFiritualizea a.~d their l ocus re·rer sed. hS tney kindled cc~-

tinual fi r e before God, so God kindled a lamp which is forah , for the 

enli~hterunent and moral instruction of Israel . 

Anot..'ler expla.'lation of 'a leafy olive tree ' (used for t.he oil cf 
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the continual fire ) . Just see now the wor ds of the Torah &ive 
forth liciht to a man tthen he studies them. out he who does not 
occupy himself ,,.-j, t.h the Tor ah anci does not. know it stumbl es. It 
can be compar ed to the one who stands in a dark place . As soon 
as he starts walkin5 he stUJT1bles a6ainst a stone , he then strike$ 
a gutt.er and falls into it and knocks his face on the ground--all 
because he has no lamp in his hand . lt is the same with the com
mon i:.-erson wno has no fora.n in hiPI . !ie str ikes aJainst sin stum
bles and dies while the Holy Spirit says , ' He shall die for lack 
of instruction, ' (rr ov . 5:23) and inztruction means for.ah as it 
says , 1 Take hold fast of instruct i on, let it not. Jo. ' (Pr ov . 6 :13) 
He dies because he knows not t.he Torah and ;oes and sins as it 
says , ' The ~ay of ~ne wicked i s as tne darkness and they know n~t 
at '-lt.at they stumble .' (Yr ov . 6:10) but those who study the Torah 
giv~ forth liJht wherever they may be . It is like one standing 
in the dark wj th a lamp in his hand ;::s it says, ' Thy work is a 
lamp unto my feet a.~d a li;ht unt.o my path. ' (rs . 119:105) And 
also , ' I f thou r unnest thou shalt not st.u.~tle , 1 (trov . &:12) and 
also , ' the spirit of ~a.~ is the lamp of the Lord .' (Pr ov. 20:27) 
God said , 'let :!y laJ11p be in thy nano a.~d thy lan;. in My hd.nd . ' 
11hat. i!: the ldJJl of ;:;od? me rorah as it. sa·;.s ' For th\; command
ment is a lamp and the teachin6 is a li ,;ht . 1 ~rov . : 23) Because 
if one performs a commandment. , it :s ns ii he had kindled a laroLJ 
before God ana revived his own soul , alsc called a li~ht, for it 
says , 'the spirit of nan is the lamp o: the Lurd .' (r~ov . 20:27) 

Because i: often happens ~hat wnen one is ea~er to fulfil l 
a pr ecept, his evil i ncl inat ion with nim o~en dissuaaes him, say
in5, 1

• .. hy perform this coll:ITland and d'i.":inisn your wealth? Instead 
of ~"ivin5 a~ay to others, iive it to your o•:n children .• But the 
~ood inclinat)on says to him, 1 ~ive r~ther to a l•iou::; cau.>e as it. 
says, ''for t.he commandment is a l amp. " ' J-.:st as t..ne li5ht of the 
lamµ is undiJTlinish~d , •"ven ; f a millfon wax candles are kindled 
from it , SC' ;;ill he who ;i•. t:s -.o~arci the !'ul~ilL"r,ent of a.'iy co:n
mandment not su~fer d~~inishJTient cf his possessions . Hence , ' for 
the conmandment is a la.~p and ~he teachiI.5 is a li.jlt . 1 ?.7 

J'he Torah is the lam~ of Jod . I~ ill UIT1inates the moral ~atn of man, 

k~eping him fro~ sin as oc the commandrlents . rh~ so~) as the lal'lp of 

.. od , is reV-:veci tnr cukh -:.he pr actice o!' .;cvd ::eeds . !'he r itual laJ!lt:s 

bec.ome Rfiritualized symbols of he :or ah , of tne soui and of the un-

diJninisrPc continuance o!" t.nose ·,::lo b:·:-= c:' i:iei r j os:,essions . 

Certain emotions, attituaes, nnd ~ersonal ~ctivities in addition 

to the st.udy and t.ractice of '!'or a.11 , a.re E..ccount.ec as if sacr i.ficial 

r.h~ souJ ana sµirit. , fas;.in!); , suf!'er:lng, and ceath , ai: ca.-i serve as 



aspects of human eJqJerience o.nd behavior which replace the ritual re-

quir~ments of the levitical cult . As noted above , the soul of man is 

the lamp of God . A broken spiri t and a contrite heart , the sacrifice 

of the evil incliliation, and repentance were accounted to David as 

merit . 28 when the~e are accomplished, they are as if one has rebuilt 

t.ne Temple . Drawing upon the pr oof text of Isaiah 1 :11 , R. Eleazer b . 

?edat interprets the ri tual of prayer which needs neither remple nor 

priest hood to be a form of worship more desirable to God than sacrifice . 29 

R. Hayya b . Abba said in t he name of R. Jonathan that •:if a man 

ans~ers nature's call, washes his hands and puts on tephillin and re-

cites the shema and says the cefillan, scripture accounts it. to him as 

if he had built an al tar and offer ed a sacrifice upon it . 030 The Tan-

huma, as we nent~oned, maintains tnat Israel still nas the institutions 

. ) 1 
of teshuva and Torah to pr ovide God with an offer1ng. It continues: 

Sa.y unto Him, ' ror~ive iniquity and accept that wnich is good •..• ' 
(Hos . 14 : ) ) Lord of the universe, i.11 the time tnat the Temple was 
in existe.~ce we used to offer up sacrifice and we were for given . 
Kow all we nave in our hanJs is jlrayer. fov in ~ematria equals 17 
and the Tefill~-'1 equals 17 1 min11s tne prayer a F,;ainst the heretics 
they have added in our own time . (We there fore read forgive in
iquity and accept our prayer . ) 

Rabbi Simeon said, 'say unt.o Hm for~ive all ir.iquity and 
accept good • •• • • wnich equals nefesn . Israel said, behold may our 
fat and that of our souls be accept.able before you as ator.ernent 
fer us and (our ~ra.vers ' we will renri5r as the bullocks of our 
lips . 32 

Prayer, fastin6 , t.ne hu.~a.~ sµ jrit it.self , a.11 remain i.n I srael's hands 

as sources of I i ety toward God wnen the c\;.] tic ins ti tut ions of the Temple 

have teen rtes~royeti . 

~s in the case of th? Biblical ~exts, so, t oo , :L~ rabbi.~ic litera• 

ture do we find the olah amon6 ~he earlies~ and latest tradit.ions . 

The:- .a cont.!nues t.nroughout. i11e li r.erature the continuity of concern 
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with the µrocedures o~ levitical purity in regard to the burnt offer

ins• But anot.her strand of t?·adition is continued f rom the Biblical 

sources through the midrashic elaborations on the olah in each succe~

s i ve rabbinic text. This di~ension of both continuity and divergence 

is the spir itualized and sublimated transformation of the levitical 

cult into qualities of moral ~urity and asµects of human interaction . 

we find it grows out of the Biblical. concern for the moral purity of 

that which is used in the ritual. cult . But it 5oes beyond tnis as the 

midrash begins in places to state the qualificat ion for r i tual sacri

fice in mor al and spiritual terms . The purpose of sacr ifice is in ti.me 

rever sed . 1t is no l onge.· for the propitiation of God but for the de

velopment of man . Sacr ifices themselves c"1Tle to symbolize moral quali

ties such as k-5.ndness and choughtfulness. ~ersonal qualities of repen

tance , cilld per sonal actions such as fast.in~ .'.llld pr ayer, all replace the 

offer:i!lg of sacrificial aninals. The p i ous act.ior.s of the hasid and 

~zadik, lather than tne birthright of the priesthooc , ~ro~icie le~~ti

mation f or re_)gjcus leader sh:p . fir.ally . the T~rdn as lt ~s studied 

and .au~ht reJ.>laces the TeJJ.f le cult as tnP centr a.1 inst.i tut i or a.nd 

instrument of salvaticn . It is the continual lii;ht. ~hich :lluminates 

ine nor a.: ~atn of man, ~~eserV'!r.6 7-hP souls wnicn clso come to symboli 

cally reµ!ace r.s.e continual t.errivle ffre, css tl':e larnt.- of Goo. 



CHAPTER IU 

Like the olah, the shelarrU.m offering is of great antiquity in the 

history of the Biblical cu.lt. We find it 47 times in the hi~torical 

books of the Bible from Joshua to Kings. 1 Joyous in character, it was 

associated before the Babylonian exile with royal celebr ations of a 

dedicatory or commemorat ive character . 2 This is demonstrated by the 

significance of the sbelamim offerings at thP proclamation of Saal ' s 

3 kingship and at. the dedication of Solomon 1 s temple . While DeVaux ac-

cuunts it as the most fren~ent offerin~ in tne early per iod of the cult, 

Levine states that it was not a regular r ite at this time but one p1·e

served for special occa3io~s . S 

lbe r eligious significance of the shelamim is an ongoing question. 

W. ik>bertson-Smith..writin~ in u1e last cer.tury , ~Jaceo it wi thin tne 

context of the communal meal which is shar ed bet~een wor sh1per and deity . 

ln tne Religion o~ t.he Semites he ~tated: 

The leading idea in thP. animal sacrifices of ~he Semites . .. was not 
tnat of a 5ift made over to t:be god , but. an act. of communion in 
which the god and his worshiper unite t-y pa.rtakins of flesh and 
bl ood of a sacred victim.6 

Rene Dussaud ' s work i:i the 19201 s served ae t.ne basis for further re-

finement of this t.heor,v in wh.:ch the shelaniim offering is r elated to the 

7 etymolo i;;:r of the Hebre~; root shin, lamed, mem. Y.1e sacr: fice is some-

ho'lo• connected with peace , harmony, ano well- bein5 si$J1ifying coltllllun:ion 

8 
between wor shiper and deity i.n a harmo~ious relat:onship . 

DeVau.x casc.s doubts uµon t.hjs interpret~tior. wh"m he !Joints out 

that certain port ions such as blood and fat are specifically not shared. 
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He draws a different inter pretation !'rom the same Hehrew root, conclu

o 
ding that it means r etribut)on or gifts sent as pledges of peace . 

Accordingly, shelaJni.m offerings are tribute offered to Go d to maintain 

or to reestablish good relations between Him and his worshipers. 

A thorough study of t he historical development of the shelamim is 

offered by Baruch Levine in hjs study, In the Presence of the Lord.
10 

He also questions the theories of~. Robertson-Smith and nis followers 

wben be sto.tes 1 "'1/e rioubt very much that co1l!lllunion through sacrificial 

blood rites was part of t.he motivation and pm-pose of lsraeHte sacri

ll 
f1ce. 11 He warns also against associating any particular sacrifice 

exclusively with covenar.~ or commmion within the context of the Bibli-

12 
cal cult. This is not , however, to say that elements of coven&.nt and 

of sacral fellowship d)d not play some role i.n the religio11s expression 

of anc5ent ls!"ael. But this was not achieved tnrougn sacrificial blood 

rites. 

The nistor y Levine por trays is one of transformation f rom public tu 

~rivate sacr:fice. ~hile the shelamim offering was or:ginally a public 

dedicatory offerin~, it was shaped by 1•riestly ...riters and o!'ficiant.s 

into something ~rivate . 11nile P "la i:n.ains tne c orit.i.nu i t.y of its put lie 

charact.er b~ includin& it. in t.he investiture of a~on and nis sons and 

in th~ dedicat ion of the Tabernacle altar, a new dimension is also added. 

lt is the expression of t hanks, generosity , or payme::1t of a personal vow. 

The shelamirn was ci.n expression of sign Hi cant public beginnings . 'the 

momentous may nave been routinized through this priest.ly innovation and 

extendeo to indiVldual beginnings as we l . wnile Devaux concluded that 

the shelamim may very well be a payment of ~ribute! Levine concludes 

~~th a more general view that under lyjng the ::.hela.mim""is the notion of 
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sac~ificA as an effic atious &ift of gree ting, offered 1 in t he presence 

13 
of t he Lord. ' 11 

./hatever view we take t o1o1aros t.ne religious SiGJ'lificance o f the 

shelaJlU.JTl, we rnust nove t h at i t is unique . hhether it be a comruunal meal 

shared in communion with t ;1e dei ty or a payment of tribute, or a gift of 

greeting, it is different from the other forms of cul~ic sacrifice . lt 

is only in the context of tne shelatnim offerin~ tnat God, t he offici-

atinr, priest, and tne wor shiper, all !'artake of so me element of the 

sacrifice together. 

As with the olah, so, too , in r i::gard t.o tne s l,elamil't, tne t annait.ic 

s ources are ~ r imarily le~~listic and ri~ualistic 5.n their or ientation . 

They are concerned with th.e JJr ocedures of such thin,._;s as Ule selet.tion 

of the sacrificial victim and ci1vi~ion of its ~arts . !his, however, :s 

not to say that tnere is an absence of any tendency tm;ar a sp~rituali-

zaticn . The Sifra comentary on the }Jeace offerin~ st.ands roidwc.y in 

its s~iri~uali~in~ tendenc:es as did the disccssion betweer. t.Jle disciples 

of riillel a.nc Shar.unc.i in t . .heir n:I r~sent.a<.:...,ns of :.he r:.t.ual l~rr1b of the 

burnt offerin5. nher. the Sifra st.ates :..nc:.t ont "' no sacr ifices t.he 

shelamjrn increases shalom (peace , in Lhe world, :t is attrio~ting a 

s~iritual and to a. cultic act . 1L rhe inter .;_ r etati0n, h:)"'·eve r, is closer 

t.o the traditicnal i3iLlica.l ref,Jr esent.<it.:lons of the cult. :.han a. vie" ..... h:ch 

man anc uod but also in the wor ld is a si~5~jcant ste~ to~ards the sue-

li.matini; tendency . Bu\. no sucltrnated or SlJiritualized actions come tc 

r eplace Lh~ sacr~f:cial act and it remains central in the foc~s of the 

~Ort? · ripor ta'1t ~llar. thi::> tanr:aitic passa ·~e wn:ch stanos m~~,;ay in 
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its tendendes is one which is interestingl y tangential to the sp iri-

tualizing and S\<.bllJT!aLin.g trans:ormation of the cult. Commenting on 

t he priestly ble ssjng o f shalom, Si rre states: 

So gr eat i s peace that it i s ;iven in the por tfon of t he ri6ht
eous . . .. So great is peace that i t is not given in the portion 
of the wick~d •.. • :o gr eat is pe<tce t hat it is &iven to the lovers 
of Tor ah • ... So 5J"eat is peace t hat it is 5iven t o the poor • • • • 
.:>o great i~ peace that it is given to the students of Torah •••• 
So great is peacf' t nat i t is given to the p r ac ticers of tzedakah 
•• • • So &reat is peace that the name of the Holy One Bless ed Berle 
is shalom .••• So 6J'eat is peace that it is equal to the value of 
all the wor l•s o f cr eation • •. • So gr eat i s peace that t he beings 
o f t he upper world need it . • • and if s0 in the case of a place 
where there is no competition or malice , how NUch thf' more so in 
the place where all t hese quali ties are pre5ent .. •• 15 

Ke.ny of t he valuf's whi ch we ha ve set forth as s,;:.iritualization m1ri ::.ubli -

mati on or h\l!llan:~ation are included in this discour5e on shalom. Found 

here are the virt ues o f studyj.nr; and teachl:'l~ r;i:e forah, tzeriakah or 

ri5hteous deeds, ano . eaceful relat.io~s be!.ween !Ju;~ beil!.5S• I'heir 

pre~ence discloses a series ot r eli6i OtJs a..,ci int.e;:,ersonal ·ra.l:ies ;ihich 

were :i.--,portant. co?11:,.c:-nenr.s o~ a rabbinic val•.ies syste'i during the tanna -

Levi t :cus Rabhan , t!lesi:: values a!J;>ea= i r. ex;,.and1:d fO!'l"l not "-:i t.n:.n the 

context o~ ttle pr h.stly blessi."'l .~ bt;t as as;1ects c: the peace o:Te r :ngs. 

rlr1 under l.yin~ _Jr ir:ci:.ile of 01:.r ~1esis js that certain values and 

patterns o f behavior ca:ne t.o re;place tne centr aljt:r o!' the Temple cu.!t. 

in ~he course ~~ one t r end of tno~~ht :n Rabb:n:c Judais~ . Et:tween tne 

C.ifferences in t he ir1t.e:-1>retatiC)n o: tne snelami..'ll in tr.e t a!"-"'la:.t:.c and 

later ;::idrasJ.i.11 , we C'in G:.i:11pse the proces~ ?!' n:5 s tra."ls!'ormar.ion . 

Certai"'l spiritual, Moral , and j"'lter per sonal values seem tote s:SJ1lfi -

cant :n t he m~nd of ~cme of the t annaitic a uthorities . l':lese values 

are pres~n~ed -...ith:i., Lh~ context of the hless:J-15 o~ snalom. however , 

iJ'I I.he a.g~adic m.idr ashi.m w!1ic.h required :"rom t.wl) to seven centuries 1"\ore 
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f'or their concretization, t he \•alues have mov-ed to the center stage of 

the r eli5ious systen. The shelamim c fferings of the Tempi e cult are 

now sp irir.ualized and sublimated in such a way as to be t r ansformeo in-

to repr esenta t ions of these $!.iiritual, ~o~nl, and interpersonal values . 

The cult has become in this trend subser vient to the values of the r ab-

b inic values systeM. The sacrifice of t he t;eace offerings in this case 

is only ~ ·1et:icle for t.he r epresentation of these •1alues , ratner than a 

cultic r itJal, ~de:ende.'1t and significar.t in i ts ow:1 ri~ht as t r i bute 

to God . ln t he aggadic midrashim, the ~eace offerings become subl~~ated 

8ymbols o~ various aspects of t he c om9onents of shalom. 

l'hou50 t,he t.ransfonnin& tenu~ncies appear even more c learly in r e -

.;ard to t he shelamim t nan the olot, we rnust : ut fer th the warning of 

the last chapter once again . We are not sayi.'1~ that this tendency is 

monolithic in raboin1c thought bur. rather true of one t r end in rabbinic 

thought . lhc mor e r itualisci c tenc 0 ncies of the Bicl~cal and ta."L~aitic 

Hteratt;?'e are -.:ertainl.Y p r eserved in the homi l etical. midrasnir.i con-

cer nin6 the peace of!'er~n5s . 

The openin5 section of the centra l uisca en the suLject of the 

shelaJTtim (Levit.icus R.abbah o: l ) relate::: ~hat t.he sacri~ices of thanks-

~i vi.ng are sui.ier :or sacri !'ices because they ;d 11 continue in t.h~ ~orld 

16 
to co111e . :n c.dci:.tion, ""e :-:.r:a a 1 assa~e ir. Ha.;~:. r:;a.'1 · .. mi ch µr o\·icies an 

:'...nterf retat.ior. c !' a. ,;. :-ophe:.:.c verse :r. a m...r.ner wu:.ch is the co.11plete 

opposite of s~t.l11T1ation . 

rt. rluna .-e;. t wnen he came to the ver se , 1 A.11d t11ou snalt sacrifice 
peace offering~ and thou shalt eat !,her eof • • . • ' (IJet.t . 27 : 7) Woe 
t.hat. t.he s.:.c.ve at. wtrnse taole nis Most.er lc·nss t;0 eat. snoulc be
come estran~ed frorr. hilr. ! For i: is writt.en, 1 1'0 wnar, furpose is 
the abWldance of your sacri~ices sa:~h the Lor d? ' ( l s . 1:11)17 

A prophetic ;.>assa~e •..:11:.cn is often com:icer ed wit.hin the cont~xt of the 



cult LO show God ' s displeasure with ritual sacr)fice is interpre~ed in 

the TaL"!lud t? emphasize the iJTlportance o:-" sacrifice: . To !'ail to offer 

sacrifice to God or His refusal of man 's s~~rifice is interpreted as a 

sign of Divine estrangement from rr-.an . 

Nonetheless, we do f i nd as was the case also ~;th burnt offerings, 

abundant examples of the spiri tualiza·.ion and sublimat.ion of t.he shelami.m 

sacrifices. !'he shift of the focus of sacrifice f r on God to man is also 

found in the ag6adic midrashiJTI concerni..,g the shelami.m. In an inter-

pretation of t.ne word "lir ezonekhem" in tract.ate Henahot of the Talmud, 

God is portrayed as tellL"lg Israel that it is becausa of their desire 

for sacrifice , rather than nis need that He acce~ts Lneir ritual offer-

. ic. 
ings. 

Moral µurity or the most noble aspects of human character, rather 

than ritual purity provides the q_ualificat.i ons fo r sacrifice . 11 R. Simeon 

said, 1 Cnly one who is at I•eace may offer up ~ peace offering. ' 1119 

This is interµreted t.o mean that a mour:ier cannot brine a : eace offering . 

One "'tl'J is not who:e in hi.s emotion.11 state or at peace wi t h himself, 

is rendered spiritually impure for the pe4ce offer!ng . 

fo tractate Avodah Zarah, we find that ~daJ!) is fearful that. the 

sett.ing of the sun marks r.ne punishl'ient o: deatn for his transuessions . 

He and Eve f ast and weep thr oughout the night and realize at the ap-

preach o: da'-Jt r..nat this is merely the nat.ural course o:' t.he "orld . 1n 

aFµreciaticm t.he_v o~fer a oull.ock in thanks for their lives . But it. is 

a special bullock \om ich is o:.t"ered, Hlustrated t:y the proof text of 

Psalm 60: 32 . "1 will prdise the name of Jod with a son5 and mB.1,wnify 

Him wit:1 thaJ'lks~iv!~ . And it shall };lease tt1e Lord better than a bill

lock tnat. hath horns and noofs . 1120 The bullock which Adan and Eve of-
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fered was one ~~th horns developed before iis noofs and t herefore of 

dt:.::>iOUS r it.Ua.J. pur!ty. 1c1. , t)~ the ;'r oof text illustr ates , pr aise and 

an attitude of thanks~ivin& are mor e acceptatle and eve:i take pr ec edenc e 

over matter s of r ilual purity . 

The use of the name cf ioa , cnar ged :in the ElblE ·.iith r.1a5ical powe r 

and surrounded by barrier s of cult) c t-urity, becom~s in the mid.rash an 

exariple of t.ne displacenent o:' ritual purity by standards o: moralit,y 

and salutary asi-ects o f human character . :n order to c r eate & state of 

interpersonal harmony , God Hilnself allows rli f; name t.o be 1~ade r itually 

ilnJ 1.Jre as it is tlotc.cd out ir. tne Sota proceeciJ15s o: t.ne susi:ect.ad 

21 
adulteress . fne i.'lla._;e c: uod al)OWin~ dis own :iar.ie t.O be rer.cered le-

·1hi cally impure for tne purpose of d01T1est.ic tranquility , is perhaps one 

of t.he out.sia.~din~ il:ustrat.ions o~ t.he principle ~e have been descr)l ing. 

The metaµho r is e.xtended explicitly irt.o /1UJl\az1 ini t.ation of Divine 

ac>.:icn in tt:e homilies o!:' Leviticus rlaboah . .l'.at..0bi .'.eir allows a fe:nale 

student i. .; S}.it in his eye oecause she •.-as conr.andec to do so by her 

jeC:.:ous husband . 'fhou~n hurn:l i t.at.~d in puc:k , he :r.forms ni:.: students 

:hat. his benav:.or was e-ot. or,:y i roper tl!t iri accord -..'ith !:)vine eY..aifle . 

Is it :iot ~ooo enough for Meir to oe like riis creator ? For rl . 
Ishmael ~c.u~ht, !Great is i eace S:.nc~ even of t.ne :>:vine r.ane , 
ur itten U.ou.ih :t. be :r, sG11c :.:~y, t.re ~oly Ln~ i:: essed Ee ~e 
has said , "Let it be tlotted 0\1t W:th wat.e r for ;.ne !UT~ose of 
:-ie:.kin6 peace bet.-.·een hl.lst and run ·.:i!'e . 111 22 

•.e find ir. t.nis homily not. onl.:t a levitical r)ti:al wnicn _,: sublirr,at.ed 

into the quality of hurn:.lit_y, t>Ut. t.nt: direct expl:icat:on in w:dcn :ivine 

act.lon ~erves as c: modt:l f or human ben~vior. fhe ritual as transforned 

tr.rou.;h t.he nidrash ut.:.lizes a cult.ic a~ti v:t.y as :.t~e S}i".bol ~or an as-

beings . 
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:.r. several ho~dlies concern-:ng ~~e shelamim, rel i g i ous author i t y 

i '3 l>ased UJ or. qualifications nf j.Jubllc ser v:i ce and knowled~e of Torah 

ra'..her than levitical i:lheritance . Builcing i..1,on t.he second half of a 

text regarding the honor c f a typ~ of shela.mi.Jll , the todah, we find that 

one who setteth ri&ht. the '14"a,y receives God ' s salvation. The recipients 

are t.he scr ibes and teacher s of Torah and i1..=_shna, ~hose who educate the 

young in the way of faith . 23 ~ccording to Resh l.cJcish , Saul ' s r i5ht 

to ~ingshi~ can be t r aced to the dili5ence of his 5randfather in kine-

ling l i P,hts to illumine the path to the synago!iUe · Those who sell fruit 

~hicn has already been ~itned ar~ also included as rec:~ients o !' sal-

vat ion . 

In an unusual combination o~ sub:iJnaticn and eJC~osition of r elj6i-

O\.lS leaoersh.ip, the aniJT!als of che cu.: i c of!'ering S.Tl!lbolical :y ~ortray 

various leaders of Israel. 1le have seen that burnt offerin~s -.;ere r e -

rlu.cad by hUDlan act!.ons ..n:ch \.\ere counted as if :.acr i!'ice had been 

rendered Her e thP oxen of the peace offerinO?; are interi reted meta -

• hor:.cally as oi_.-ect. re:>resentativr.s cf .;acob and .. io se~n, .t.oses 4."ld 

2.t 
n~ron . fhese ~endencies reacn tnt1r cl~~ax when ~he ~xen are ~or-

t r ayed as represent.at.ions o:" Isaac and rlebecca , Llameless J-oro.;enitors 

of kj.ngs . Throu&fl a :-::..ay on tne ..-nr;:3 t.~ .:.n oi."'ld st:ela.--::5.m, the1 r moral 

.1-•urity . . · h th · l 1 · · .... 2S ~~ assoc:atto wl~ e r1~ua sne ar.1m sacr111ces . In the sane 

~eries o:· ~dr4snic 1nter:,.retations 1 t.he oxen o!' t.he ;.eace offerin6 at 

~he dedicaLio~ o~ the mishk&.n ~e trans~orrned not only intc the leddin~ 

pe1sonal:ties o: "l.."lc: ent Jewish t~aditic~, o~t :in~o cr.e ~ri~ten and oral 

i'o~c.h, t.M funcar'lent.al t~acn:ings o: Juea3.S!l., 
26 

as •,,·ell. 

The sublimatio11 c f sacrl?d offerin!! into the ooli5ati on of the s tudy 
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::rabtah on Tor an s<.udy, JI)X:.et.y o ·.rer C.tle destrucc.:.on cf tne Temple ano 

the loss of the sa~rif~cial ~ult ~~rely looms closely in the background . 

R. Aha said, ' l'nis may be corr-t'ared to a ruler who entered a l'TO

vince 0'1itn a ba.id o~ arl'led r.1en . :>aid one citizen to another 
"how terrifyini; is t.tr:s r-uler . " fne other answered , "rro.ctice 
good c onduct and you need not be afraid of him. " t.ven so , when 
the Israelites heard the section of tne rorah dealing with sacr i 
fice , tney becarie afraid . Said Moses t.o t~ero , "Be not afraid . 
Occupy yourselves ~it.h rorah and you 'k-ill nave no iear of all 
these ( sacr: ~:.cicil obligations) • 11 This is indicat.ed by the ex
pr ession "Tnis is the Tor ah of the burnt offering, of the meal 
offering, and of the s)n of~erin& and of the guilt offering and 
of the consecration offering, and the sacrifice of the peace of
fering. " ' (Lev. 7 : 37)27 

fhe wor sniper may de1Je nd on the fulfillment o!' ~ood deeds as obedience 

~oward God. But ~nose ~he are ~earft.l and ar.xious ove~ t~eir inaoilit7 

to offer u~ sacri~ices may study the passa~es of ~he Torah concern1n~ 

tnel'I and fulfill tneir ;,t l iJaticn . mis is ..-:1y t.ne exvres~ion 11 rorah" 

is used in connec Linn with t!"ie sacr'i fices . It. is :.ni s USC! of "Torci.h" 

·,;hi ch serves as th~ t oint o!' tra'lsfor!Tlat.ion :'rorr. sac.r:i r:ce to study a~ 

an ac-:. or piety. 

!ilooo ~.-.s certainly a si.111:.r:can~ as:-ect of t.! e ct:lt 1:nen it. to:as 

in eX: st.enc~ . Blood \:as ccr:s_o~rec 5'1C!'t!c , ii.e .!. :re :'orcc:, -:.r.e bea.>"e:-

f h 1 
. . . 2b 

o ~ro~ J act1~ ca~ac1t1es . It \\as r equired in various forms of ani-

tllGl ~ac!'if:ce . fa · n•: a.;0 adic l!ticrasn:.."' , tne of!"e:-in5 of ine blood of 

tne sacrlficial aniria.l is ciisplaced by t.ne offerin~ of nur11 :."1 l:.lood in 

.:>a.r!!idbar aabl!a.'1 u.'lC fo t.he :'anhuma t.nai. ::;od a~+ea:s t.O id .. r ana:i DeCa':!se 

of the blood o!' ni " circumcis:on . Just as t11ere :is clood in reGard to 

the ?eace and burr.t, of~erin5s , so, too , is ther e clO'vd jn the act of 

circumcisjon. Rabbi Levi concludes , how much more so is .~e blood of 

ci rcw:-..:: ision c. cause !'or ..iod ' s a:-µea:anc.? a:;c r lessing, seejrn• '-!'lat it 

r . lf 2C came .. r orr. .nor a11a.m nir.st.. • fu""I act wiiicn Cbnter ec 5t~P.lf in tne Tenple, 
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the priestnood , ano in the context 01 r it.ual sacrifice is r eplaced by 

the mitzvah of an individual Jew, offerin6 a por~ion of his own blood 

as a sa~rifice hefore God . 

Blood is not the ~nly asp~ct of tne human being wnich is 5iven to 

God :.n place of a cu.ltic offering . The t wo oxen of the dedicatory 

shelami.m sacr:.fice cf the t ribe of lssacar r e1Jresent not only the two

fold rorall but a fouble sacri !'ice o:' one's evil inclination . JO It is a 

shelamim offer ing which cr eates ~eace on hi5h and peace L~ the wor ld be-

low. 

Achan :s the class:c e~ample of one wno o~fe~s confession as a 

~eace offering to Goe . l'he todah or tnanks of!'erin5 5-s o:'1e specifi c 

tYJ-e of shelamim. we find in Leviticus rtabban t.nat "It. is r.chan i('nO 

confesses and sacrifices his evil inclination as it is writ.ten , ' ~y 

sor. , give r;lory to the Lord , t.he God of Israel, ano give him (todah) 

con! tssion {of your sin) . 111 ( Josh. 7:19)31 

fhe wo i;oat.s of !1euben' s peace offering ari: 1,ortra.~ed as Lhe 

act.ions o.hic n hE.. r..akes :.o r1.:ctifj- his t-ast. t.ransct::-ess:ons . T!ley repr e-

sent the two c.cts of snora.l t r o...-is6-r-ess ::.on v.tticl1 estra."lged him from God, 

his father, and his brothers . He nad sexual r el ations with Bilah, hls 

father ' s concubine , and h~ was } art of u1e 1,lot to do violence to Joseph, 

his brother . !'he t.wo ,_,oats also rci resent. the t\olO act.s of moral piety 

whic~ mace niJ!l an ish s~u.lem ( '"'!!ole }rerson / and lrougnt. him i nto a com-

plete reia~ionship \<>itn Go6 0110 n:.s fa . ...U ly. ils a shelamiJ!l of:'erin5 he 

"'2 
reper.t.ed his sexual ni sconciuct and de Evered n:s brct:ier f.:-om death • .J • 

His two 60ats are: sut .. limated into r ej .. resentations of his tr;o acts of 

rrioral piety. 

The ex; ... ress~on , "great is ;;eace" was int.roduced :in the Sifre pas-
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sa&e s at t.he beginning of tnis chapter . 1n t.he !Jif;qa of Levi t.icus 

Rabbah concerning the shela.mim, t.hese passages are expanded and placed 

within the contaxt of iit~al sacrifices. 33 rhe shelamim, through as-

sociation, are t r ansformed jn~o representations of shaloM. A discourse 

on shalom tnen continues tnroughout the r est of the homily. Having es-

tablished the conr.ection between shelamim <tnd shalom, th~ expositions 

become additional examples or human behavior a~d interact~on which re-

place the shelamim sacrifices as !Jiety towar d God. 

:1e have seen that ethical ;•Uri ty is so im:>ortant that it even takes 

precedence over r j t u al ilnJ. uri ty as an accertabl e of:"eri ng to God . • e 

find t.hat ;:.eace is so g;reat that. it even t.akes ; recedence over other 

forms of laudator y nwrian behavior. In Lhe st,ory o!" Ya.nnai 1 s ,uest we 

find that the guest is condemned by his host becau~ of his lack of 

learnin5 . fhe ~est , however, is vind:: cateo wnen he st.ates J1is quali-

fications as one wno neither listens ~o nor s?~cads na.rsh words and 

) '• always makes ~eace wnen encounter ing quarreli~~ ind)vicuals . - reace 

is g-:ven 6l"~ater value !n :.he story t ,ian learning . :n t.he story of 

uod' s visit.ati"!'l of Abraham and 3aran, .Jod ser~ns, accor ciini; t.o vhe t.ext, 

t v omi t Sa.ran' s is1 1ara$ing r emarks abot:.t Abr .. r.am 1 s virility ~·nen He 

)$ 
relates Sc..re:.h ' s wo r ds to ner husband . In the story of Joseph and his 

brothers, we f::.!'lci t.hat his brot.hers in~oJ"Tll Jose;..n of their :ather' s re-

J6 quest; L.nat. !Je<:.ce be :na~ ntained in t.he f CiJ!rli :,· ;;.ft.er Jacob ' s oee.th . 

Yet, we have no s Latement of this request in the l'o~ah . !.q bo~h cases 

the Torah seems ~c ~ nclude a concealment of trutn ~r a misstatement of 

it . The ve..lue o :~ domt?stic :-eace 5s ~ortrayed as a ... alue h.' :5fler than 

absolute honesty . 

S:.nca t~er-i:cle is c1 ::evj ce ;.;:t.hin mif.rashic litera<.ure , we snould 



not. £.lr ess any vurticulc.r nie1·ru-cny of valu~s . !:'hey rnay shift 1;i th eacn 

aoditional J..iassa6e . 11e ::-atne r !JOint 1.0 · .he fact t Mt in addir.ion to 

tne sublin:a t.ion of c11ltic r :tuals into :nor c.l , s:-oirittlal, and inter per-

sor.al values , r.ner e : s also a concern with the r elati cnshi p of those 

values . 

wl1ile var:.ous n'W!lan acticns anc values a:e :.ncluaed as pious r e -

J..ilacements for ri tual sacr i fict , :t is also tne human essenc e ~hich i s 

an ofl'erin.; to :;od . 1'he i'em!-le , rhe 1-r:.est.1ood , and the Sacrificial 

Cult are all 1 ict.ured :!'l t.he J:i r.le as inst.it.ut.ions ;;n!ch staL~liz.t! the 

r elat ionsr,:{. be':.wt:er. hec.ven and eartn . In t!1t con:.ext cf i:1t: aG5a<lic 

nid r ash concern:.r16 tne shelamilll, it :s the very nature or' t.r.e hwna.n 

being "'!lien secures :-tace bet.weer. t.ne l..j..per ;.no lo;.1~r ·.;crlds . 

tt . ~imeon b. Hala f t a said , ' Gr t?o.t. is J-eace for w11en t.ne Holy 0ne 
Bl e s sed Be He c r eated His uni verse He mace ;1eace between the 
uppe r and lower (wor lds) . On the f) r st day He c r eoted µart of 
the upper regions and tne lower ones c.s it. say~ , " ln t he begin
n:.nc.: ..iod c r e"lt.ed tne heavens and tn( ea..rtJ1 .... '1 (Gen . 1 : 1) On 
the s econd day ne cr eated some of the Lpper p ort1 ons of the 
universe as it is '1-Titten , "And Goa said> Let tnere be a firma
ment • . . . 11 (1 :6) On the ) r d da.i :1~ c r 1:a:.e\l sol"'.e of t.n>.? lower 
thin6S as it s~ys , "Let. t.nt "·atc:rs ender t.ne heav<-n bE gatnered 
to.;ethe:r . .• let tne eartn p .. t forth .;r ass .... " {l : 9 ) On the 
f ourth day joc; created soir.e of tt:e uJ,:>er objects as it says , 
"Let. ther e be i; &}'lt.s in t he firmar.:ent. of t he heavens. " (1 : 14) 
On the fiftr. day He c r eat.ed sone o~ ine lower object s as it 
says , "lP-t tn~ ;..raters swar:n witn swanr.s o:' livir.g creat\lres . " 
(1 : 20) ~n t.te sixt.h day ~nen he ca.~e t o c r ea:e nan , He said : 
"If I cri>a·~e -,an as one o:' the upper eler1ents o:' tne t.ni verse , 
the ~~~er tlenents ft::l outnUJ!lber ~n° l~~er elenents o~ tne 
uni~ers~ . :.:~ ! crea~e h:.iit as cne c~ t.~e lower crea~~c otjects, 
the ::o"· ?" :<: :.: out nwnter the t;,..1 er ty one creatt!d ob.''" cl. . " 
nhat. c !c tie do? He c r eated man ::.s of r.n~ u;-l"er as wel.: as o!' 
t.he -O'.J~r : c:; r. i;s . :'n:.s i s dc:1rnstr at..ed Ly ·,nnt :s wTl tt.en, 
'The Lor n JOd formec ~.a.no~ the ausr. u~ the ;rowici . 1 (2:7 ) 
!'hat is He c r eat.cd nin out. o~ t1.e lower . arts o!' c reat~on . 
' And He b r eatned into nis ~osir:ls the b~eath of li!'e . ' (2 : 7) 
!'hat is , He made n:ri also out of the u1Jper S!-!1eres . 37 

In l t.s concl\.<;in,; . assages , the pisga of Lev! ticus Habbah on tile 

snelazr.i.Jr. r~t.1.rns to :ts cri~:.r-al fc.nr.ai . rhere is an iaentificaiion of 



:.:ie snelami.Pl \d th snalom anc LhPn a co1:uricnt.or7 on snaloJ'll . .re ace is 

me~t!oned las~ !n reference to ~ra..~er , ~le~s:.n~, and sacri!ice .
36 

Just 

as the 1 eace ~fferin,s is mentioned last :in tJ.e levi.tical list of sacr i -

fices (Numb . 29: )9) , ~o, too , will ~eace be the clirlax and conclusion 

of both this wor ld and the wor ld to come . Pr oof of t.his is the con-

clucine nehemta passage of the homily . 

l'he r abbis said : ' Great is 1'eace , see:ine; t.iat "'nen the messi
anic king is to come, he will commence wi t n i- eace as it is sa.J.o, 
"How beautiful ut-on the mountai..s are ttle feet. of tne messenger 
of good tidin&S that ar,noWlces ~eace . '" (ls . 52 : 7 pc 

This entire di scou:-se on ·,he 6-reatness of :-eace incil~oes r.ost of 

the elements o! :.o~ in.-.er;.re· !i:.io.n of S! alom as t"re sen~eci in tne Sifre . 

Yet~ it ;oes ~eyona its ec..rlier resocrces . lt does ~n~s r.ot. e~tirely 

by means o~ :is content , al~hcu5h it is muc~ fu.L..e~, but raiher in tn~ 

manner of it.s tr;msformation and sublimation o!" t.he cult . 't'Je !c:e a 

ch.ster of values , 1.;ualities , a.."la actions .,./lien ··•ert' j.?rtrayed in the 

Sifre a5 asi..ects of shalorr. . b the nalE.kic r.:.drasn:.M these ~le.'llents 

a2. c-acr:.!'"ice!: Of t;Ot: Cl.lt . no10ever, in ·,ne :--assc.;€:'s Wh~C!l ·,;e nave in-

cluoed !"rn1r1 la\.er a · ,acic mici ra.shi.M , r..'e 11ave shown that. -:.ne portr ayal 

~=- T.hese qualit,ies , values , ana ac:.jons w"!t.r.in :.he context of the 

shelaroim come~ to s"i1:r.i f ,; a s~ ;;nif:.co.nt. developner.t. jn one trend o!' rab-

Varicus Sj r;cts o f shalom ac~.l:ally come n rst to Sj'Tllbolically re -

pr esent t.ht: u.t::lar.iim a..,o t.!1en U) r e1Jlace t.nem c.s ex! r ession of piety. 

rne ~orsniJ or the Bi~l~cal cult is SULlL~atoo at\u transformed from t~e 

shelamim sc.crif~ce~ t.o tne ql-alities, o.ttr:but.es, and act.ons •.,-:.ic11 

creat..e and prt:serve ~alo1r, . ~ncluded as a., o!'!'erind nay e•.rer be tne 

essence of nUMw: naiure as :.i. Med5at.es ~eace oet~een th~ uµµer and lo~er 



e:emen~s of God ' s unjverse . 



CHAPTER JV 

'3iblica.l cult , we have SO:t:':l t.hat t:ie olah ane shelam::..11 o!"ferings nad 

heir mm indet-endent t'or ;;1s anci func:.ions wi tnin the Biblical sacr ) fici-

al sy~tem . ~owever , in the course of the histcry of the cult , the third 

principal sacr ifice , th<it nf kaoparah, came le overshadow t.he other two . 

Rest-onding to the de~truct!on ~: Solomon ' s Tem~l~ and ~he ~aoylon:an 

exile , tne pr)estly .. Ti ten .:md o!":"') ciants :iade expia t. ion ~he ce:-1t.r o.J. 

focus o: almost. one half of i:.e sacr!:'ices c!" the Second rer.r~le •1 ... s a 

result , burnt and: toce of~erir.gs ac~u)red an eXJ,iat,ory !"·.u1ctior. i~ ac-

di :.:.on to their t:reviously ~st.c.l..lished roles . ·1.e find an excellent 

examrh of this when we turn to the fir~t chapter!" of the 11 Book of the 

Friest, 11 tt>e Book -:,f Leviticus . 1'herP tne ola.h is oescrited as a ve -

hicle !"or at.onemi:!nt. and the shelarni.H ir ot.:.er }-! .. c<>s ar f- acco:-Ced sb1"! -

- . . r· 2 .1.c..r s1gn1 ~cance . _.ut. :.:,ese t;.;o t:n-es of sc.crj !'ice nerely acqu)re o. 

of the lni:d cate•ory of cul~ic o:ferin~, ~£pparat. , ~e ~~11 be referr)n~ 

tc those ::c.crjfices wr.o::e t-ri.l':ary fur.ct) on is exr iut.cry in nat.ure . 

An examination of the sacrif)ces o!" kappa.rah is not. a sim~le task . 

the s:.r uct.t::e o!' Biblical ct1l:.ic insti t.t:t.ions . ·•C! ,_,-:_ 11 be concerned in 

:.he next. cna:;..:.Pr wit:.t. the specif:c sacri!"'ic 0 s o~ k3.p.jar~ S'l.:Ch as t.he 

natat or asha~ . Herc we ~i ll dP.al w!tr. the nat~re of ~he &eneral ca~e -

gory o~ ex: ... j a tor :; sc.cri :~j ce . :ts ;,Ti th previou:; chc.;. ters anc cc.r.etiories 



of sacrifice , ~e :?re 1rawn to o lin~-uistic analysis in an attempt to 

u11dersta11d tn~ sign!!"j cance o!' th::...s r itual . But we are then forced as 

before , to consider ~he ft:ndamento.l :resup~ositions 1oo.T1ich may l urk be-

hind an7 li:".c;uist!c 1nt~rpretatian . 

Arto:ig t."le al:.thors we t:ave noted, t.ne tern kap;,>er has been interpr et.ed 

w: th such diverse l'leanin~:: as wiping awc.y , coverin5, and makini; compo-

si ti.:i1. . It does not surµ r ise us that someone like Baruch Levine wno 

::ees the cult in a very ~a~ical and literal manner \olOUld interuret. it 
., 

t o r.-.ean wit-ing off or cleansin5 • ..;; fhe blood in the ma,iori ty of kapper 

rurity ~hicn JOd needs :~ He is to ~ind a plac~ a.~on~ men in which to 

dwell . On t.he o~ner hand, it. is not. ~o~ astcund111g tnat scrneone like 

:: . Chanan Br ichto woul d inter~ret kapper to mean com~osition . ~ This 

interpretation takes :.he focus away from the tlood ano ~,laces it upon 

the ~eneral context and intention of the act . ~he ~er~ is one not o! 

ir.agic bt::. o~ le;:;al req.1ircment a."ld !'ulfi :lPien 5 s the eJq:ress::·n 

of ~·Plation a'ld ocl ~ ~c1t.ic:i . Kapparat it. :.'t1i,'.; case is a set.tlin i; o!' ac-

counts . In bo•i. cc.ses 1ne int.er:>r e:at.ions ar~ ccr . .;ruen-.. ·.:itn uncier-

cult . Tht detatt continces .:.no we Nil~ not set· le it wi~~in the con-

text of this st'l;dy. :ionetheless , as we: 't.e5:ln r..o ~xaJ!line the micirashic.' 

t ransformat ion of \.he kapparo11 sacr i!'ices, we will become rr:ore keenly 

a111are of ... ne rr.ult:ple o:nen!'fons o!' ::-eli,;icus sir;;-r.::!'ic .. ince ;.:-o\•ided oy 

the instit.ut.iom: o!' :.ne 1.i:.1.;lical cult . •1e ;.Hl !'ee i.!lat. the expanded 

:er.dencies t.o~arc ~ irit.u~liza~!or- a..~d sutlj:.a~ion in rao:inic ~o~ilies 

can be t.raced oack t.o elem .. nt.s of tne cLlt. anc tnat an o·.rerlarit>inJ of 

ritual and ~th:ical concerns is a continuous or~ani c elelllent in both 
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[.ib~:ical am: r abbinic JuaaisM. On the other nanc , we wilJ f ind a sh ift. 

5., e·nphasis ano i:'J1ovar.ion :n t!le ~al binic port rayal o:' the s i gn-:!'ic ance 

anri meani~g of cultic sac r )fic e . 

One of the cleuest a.n::l mcst succinct exa~:es of t,,t r i tual o f 

kapparah is founci i.'1 Le viticus 5 : 20- 26. 

rtno the Lord s poke 1.:.nto l'io ses , sar...ni:; : E any one sin, and 
commit a t r e sµass aGainst the Lor d , and deal f a l se l y wi t h h i s 
ne:ghbour in a matter of deposit , or of µle ribe , or of robbery 
or nave opi.-ressed !'lis neighbour or nave !'ound t.nat wnich was 
l ost and rieal falsely ihe r ein, anc SWP.ar to a lie , in any Of 
all t !'lese toat a !'ian cioet h, sinning t ne:-e ir1; t.nen it snail be , 
if he hath s : :-_rted , Ci..'1d is &Uilty, :..lat he snail r estore: that 
wni ch he t ook by rol t.er y , or :.he tning -...n :.cn he hat,,n gotten by 
oppr ession, or t.ne de!JOSi t which was deµosi t ed vn th h irl or tne 
l ost thinb wnicn he f ow • .:! , or ""nythini; about .,..n1ch he ha t h s ;..·or r. 
fc l sely , he shall even r estor e it in full ano snall ado tne fifu, 
part more t:ier e t o ; 'l. • .ntc-. !1ir. to ;;r.o.'"j it apper tainetn shall he .;:ve 
it , ir. the ciay of his being ~:.lty . ;md he snail brine; hi s :'or
feit unto tn~ Lor d , a ra.111 ~itnout b:enish out of Lne floc k, ac
cor ain& t.o tr.y vah.a t :.o:-. , : o r a ;ui:t of!'erin~ , U.'1t.O the r>::-iest . 
And thP J..·r i e s t snal..:. make atonement for n:.m befor e t he Lord, and 
he s hall oe !"or~iven , concernin~ whateoever :le uoeth so a s t o be 
su:.:!.t y ther eby . .:> 

A ccmpanion l assage in Number s 5 :6 - 10 st.e:ies : 

.ne11 a Man or -.--o:ian shall co:r .. '1i t ..iny s L'1 t,r.al. mer: ~o~'l!. t , to co:<
"li i a t r espass a~ainst the Lore and ~hat snoulc be t;U!.l ty , tr:en 
they s hall confess tlleir s:.n "'11ich c.n y have done and he shall 
make re~titut:.on_!'or_his ,_;u~lt_ ·n !'ull ;..."ld~aoc! t o i~ a :'if th p~t t" 
therefor ... and ci!Ve ~t to r.-1.n ir. resrect o: "11 0 he :11tl-. been g\lllt.y . 

n : uller aescription er the r:tua.:!. :iself is f ou=.c :.ti Levitic us 5:5-10 . 

• •• a.'\c it S!:a.l: ce ;.;tien he s.n<!ll be ;i;ilt.y in one of t.he se tnir.:;s , 
that ne shall c~nfess tr.c.t wr.erein 11e n<atn sin:1eo ; and he shall 
br in5 nis fo r feit unto t.lle Lor e for nis sin w11icn he hat h siru1ed , 
a fer:iale frm'l the flock , a lc. .. l!IL or a goat :'or a s:.r. offe r :.ni;; 
a.no :.11~ • :-ies:. s!lal: .. ,<Jcc atcnem~r.t fo r nim c.s concemini;, his 
s1 n . ,..-,a if his moar.s suf!"ice !lot for a lar.ib , t.hen ne shall 
b::-i.n; t.s ··or feit. !"or t.:.at. ....-nerein ne na:.:i s:.nned , t.wo t.urtle
coves , or ~~c yow-.; ~:beens , unto tne i..orc; c~e !'o ::- a ~in cffer 
int; , .nc :.'ie .:>ther :or a burnt of!'eriu }· .n.nd ne snall brinG 
th~rn u.nt.o the f r iest who snail of!'e r I.hat '-'!l:ich is for the s in 
offer inJ first , ana shall pinch off it~ neaci close cy its neck, 
tut sna:l net civioe it a~Wlder . ~.nd ne shall s~rinkle of t ne 
b!cod o!' ::ie su1 of:'erin.; t:,:Jon ihe side o: tne altar ; C:l!lci t..ne 
rt:st o!' ti f· blood sha:~ 1e C..-e:.:ned out. at the hase of the altar; 



it is a <n .:>fferi::g . Md he shall p repal·e t~.e second for a 
burnt of!er:.n ~ , ac:crd5ng to ~~e ordinance; the ~riest snall 
make atonenent for him as concerning his sin ~hich he hdth 
sinned , and he shall be forgiven . 7 

focluded in the elPments of e:iq.iat.ion (are ) a confess:ion, restor ation 

of danahes , a selecc:on o~ a sacr:ficial vjct~~ , and a blood ritual 

offer in5 at t:ie altar . rhese a r e the> general re4ui r ement s estalilisned 

iJ1 tl'e aco,Te nent;.oned iJaSsa£es . "e do , however, !°l!'d some variation 

\<v"i t.h:n tne c1.tlt cor.cc?rn ing t.ne act!ons wni~n effect ex.1- iat.:.on . -n con-

nect.ion with the eglah arufah, the br1akin.; of the neck c f a young 

calf at the site o: a nurcer \vhose ~erpetrc.tor is wik:lo¥--n 1 we !'L'"lc a 

confession c.nd a blood lettin6 . :fo1.<e·;er, tr.e r i t.\!al is conduc t.et! at 

the site of the muroer rather tnan at t.l. e :iltar . t'inl.as , in another 

their actions. He kills t nem w.i ttlout confess1on •mere they a r e found . 

J'he blood of tl ei r death , however, i s clearly an elem~nt of ex~iation 

~or tneir sins . The stekel tax ~s a fo rm of ex:iat ion is ~er~aps ~ne 

least similar to toe 5eneral format of kapparah . b lt. does not see!"I t o 

invclve cnnfess: or. or bl ooa but. is cc~.f'ectec ~ith the Te~ple ano w~th 

.;.,me fom o:' r Est.or at!.or. t c .Joe: . 1·.:le ;;e see t n .. t t:1ere are "Jariatio:"ls , 

the e l e:nPnts of bl ood , confef sion , resti tut.ion , ana an:.ntl sacr1 fice 

seem t o c071prise t.ne r out:ni::.eo r:.T.i.al of ct..1-. :.c ex, i4t.ion • 

• ner. ~.e: rt•·:ew ttH: t-assa.;es frc. cna.;.U:r fi v12 o:' Le\•icicus and 

chaµter rive o~ Numbers concerni n; kap~arah, we are i.Jrnediately struck 

l::y t.hc ;.resence of oot~ :.he ir.oral interi;er~ Jnul ..u1d :..,e r it.ual/levit5 -

r: tu;;l o!' kappara.'1 t.o eit),e r ma;ical/ rit.u;;l purificat ion or completion 



this cultic institution . ~e can see then , that the debate over the 

reli~ious si..;n5ficance o : i.~e cult. wust be one over empnasis or ~enden-

cy rat.her t!'lan absolute si "1ifica.1ce . 

Mning ~.:> the !'i r st .l.Ol<\kic nnorasn, ~e find a continuatior. of 

tt.e si&nifica.nce o!' ritual purity and aniJnal sacri!'ice i.r. the Siira 

por trayal o: t.ne cult . Co:nmentint; ~n kat;uar ah , the vert st.:ite:s t..nat 

blood is tne ac;ent o!' exµ i at.ion, as it :s \o.1"ittcn in 'Lhe .cil lical verse, 
q 

"oec-ause t.he blood i.iill e xJ.iate: !'or :.he soul.'' (Lev . 17 : 11) In a 

lat.er ,.ieriod, the ':'almud echoes i.nis statement. wner. jt, r elates that 

lC 
ther e is no expiation ·,,i t.nou hlooc . .-1e f'ind tne iJnpcr":.ance o !' C\.lt:c 

sacrificial icapuaran est.ablished ever in t.he i166adic midrasnim of Sent; 

of Sonhs Rabbah as the basis o~ joci's love for srael . 

1 fhot; a~t. t.eautiful C :'1,1 t elovec! as :-~u..r .. 1 f ..) , - • o : J :t . .;\:.can 
b . Sirileon e>:J-lair.ed ~:1e ve!"se as :-~:'erri::'l; t.u •nc sac!"::-:ces. 
Thou a r t. beautiful 0 my b"loved as l'irzah : tr.ese art: t.lle sacri
fices s.i nee throu,h sacri~) ces JCU b~come a1..ce~ t,<;cle ( l"li trat.::i.Jll , 
to God a:: it. sa:;s, 1 

- '- ~1all be c.cce: tee ( cesiral.ie o :iL"ll to 
.,<tke at<me:rient !'or him . <:.ev . 1 : . ) 1 C-,mely as JP:-usale!"1 1 f sa.11e 
a~ above) .••• ~his refers to t..ne n:ly thjngs <sacri~ices as it 
say!'< , • .t~ t.he !'Lek for sac:-i!'ice , as ~he flock o~ Jen.saleJTi ' 
( Jer • .)6 : Jb1 . :i 

~on-.1nuin; :.h ~ l:t.eral i:"l!'Ortlince of sac:-) fl ce as an element o:- cleans-

:n..; ~ urifi.::utiC'n , rirke -je !1acc :._ =...l:icizer ·oe!> <lS far li') tO S:i)' l.h.at. 

t.ne t.v:o r;oat.!> of the Yem Kiµpur o:'ferin,; µJncat..~ 1.? ~ acci;ser of : araei.
12 

vn t..ne ~~her nand , ~~see -.ha:. ~or<J: c!"i~y ~ao con i.rues :.o tea 

:::..;iificant e~.:omer.t. :r :.he raoLinic ,.ort:-a.•al of !.n cd.t . :'he oefile-

r:ent o!· : s r <1el is ! 5ct..reci !r: :.he Sif:-a as c. :-:c:-al ratne·· t.nan ri\.t:al/ 



--'?d r.ne_; s~ic.L' make ex.y:ati on ~or tnt holy µ:.ac~ :rom tJte im
purity of t.ne _:.,e oFlE> Israel c>nd from all their trans~ression 

fo r .tll ~neir sins anc so shc.11 he do t o the t ent of meeting . •. 
(Lev . 16:16) . . • J include t:iree ~atters o : i."ipU!"ity in :.his 
matter (which ~ust be rer"'. ed . T'ne im1urity o f 1~olatry ~s 
j t. S'•YS , ' :'hat you de.:'ile /,,y '.1ol;r place and blas;-heme .1y holy 
r.ame . 1 :'he s::n of' seX'1al. t.rans;res::.:'..on as ::t says , 11'hat you 
ao not trans~ress tne laws pr onibiting ~e~~al of~ense ~~icn 
a.re done befor e yo~ :md not. become ::iefHed by t!-1el"' . ' fhe irn
!-UTit.y o! 11.>('dsheo as itJ states , 1 You shaL. not defil? the 
l and in wr.:cn you ~~:.i, '1-:ne:-e ! dwel .! ar-.onds:. yol; . 1 lJ 

b all t hree exalilple s , Lne word~ (defile) i s 1.sed t.o exr-ress a 

non- levitical forr11 c : ce filement . r..v en :._, t he bit Heal .;.erioc, toe 

aej.Jarture o: Joo ' s jires~nce could not be solc.11 ol..t.r 1buted t.o ritual 

ilnf urity. rie re •,,e find t.a."'l:iaitic te~:.:.ir.o::; tnat :.r.e trc..nsbressions ~r 

idolatr y 1 sexual lewdness. e:.nc ";t:raer o:·:·e!'.d :.he ir.c\\'ellinb 1 rese'1ce . 

im! u-) c:r o: t.ne le,. er , one ;.;'10 nas had dn is:>~e , C) ... r.e ·..:~.o has come 

:nto contact wi tn tn-: ceac, :.:.e ritual fo r.-1s o:· def:le.-:ien: are ~:-ar.s-

-v~r1 :.er.+ir , ::.no ~·.•ery c:ie :.at ~. ~t.. a-. :ssi;e, r.nd wi.osoever 
i 5 unclea.~ by tne dec.d : He (::ioci) .1i.1H.s t.c lsr .. t:l ~.nat i f t.r.ey 
c o!'l;,:t t.ne fnllowin ~ Lnree trans1~ressions--idolatry, imr~orality , 
or bloods~ed-- t.ney wil: :.cu:- tn~ ~ena)i; f cxjle . Le~er al 
ludes c." ido:. :.t..r y : as a ier. e!" co:-:11t.:n!catt!d de fi h:n .. n t by en
tr<1nce , so doe s irJolat.r w1;S sacr · fice . One t.na:. ~a.th 'lTi i ss\Je 
.Ul · rces t..J i:'l.,orr.J.t.:r, for ooth co;:1u:i!co.-.e oe: :le:'lent ':Jy :neans 
o f o.i !'lw: o" senen . t:nc:..ec.J1 '..J;; t.ne oec.: ill•.:Jes :..::. tr:ose who 
Shea tlcod ano sc c,:'!11 · "'i>c,s.,.lves :.t.n1~ .!t::::':le t.ne 1-.i.no by blood
stmd . ;: ~avE: lt::irned ;lso :.hrt P>:: l~ co:-.es :ito !..e -,:or ld for 
!C"- t.r', :.-_·1orc<l!:..;; , ~:::;o:shed , nc :·or ne.;:~1..t. cf .. :le sevcnt.n 
yeu.r • :" !" .:.~cl<. w!".( iC Sd.JS , 1 Md : ~ ill OE:!~t. r J" fOUT hi sh places, 
(Lev . 2o: 3lJ . . . and : w.:.11 s ce:.t-.er y::n. :..ionJ tJ .t n<.t .. ions . 1 (Ibic , 
vs . .>J1 .zod said :.o .I s :- :..tl, See!n; ... 1;;!.. •• ;.. :1*•1e o ct.si r e :·or 
iao..L.-,t.:-. : _ .. a:: exile JO.! t.c. a ~l:!cc: 'l..1crt. .. :1ere is icolc.cr,:; . 
For i O:!\Or <!.lit..{ 1;,r JO f :s hi·•en b/ ~1 .a-. :<. :s:ir.:a,,l , s ·r. o~· :c 
J ose said, So : ::>r:~ ~s lsr ,,.e.1. are s1....'1k i1~ i:.rr.or<sli:.y, :.lie 
:>hei<h:.."la .n kec:J...S ;,.,-,.· ... ; :'r~:i t:1er.i , os i::. s;:i,,s, !'.1 .. t .-ie s~e ::o :."1-
no r al tn:.n ~ in t.!1•;e , anu t.ur. a'...q :."r.:.~ thee (u<>1..t . 2 ..!: 15 J . 

rcr tlc..C~hed , t.ne text sta:,es , ::>O _re .sllall n t j.oll·~";e t.ne 
fa.'la ~ · : f~r Ll~o~ , i~ polh.tet;\~~: :.and (.!\.."il . 35; 33 1 3~ri~t.-14 ur.-. ,,._1. .s ~ .. L!i. L- '"1cd .. hea C"" - - -s :.! •• t~e Shc:k.1_nah de:-ar .. s . 



:.we ci..~ens:ons ~~ r~t~al en~ et. ical pu:-ity in tne raboinic treat~e:it 

of kapparah . These two a ~t'ec ts of j)uri ty -,,er e main:.ai."led to.;etner 

v;ithin tne .:.>iblkal cult. ana so, too, are . re-;e.,.,ed t.o~ether in certain 

halakic ~:crash:i.Jrl . ~he ~i~r~ portrays t heir t:njt.y tnro1..yi its expla-

nation o:' t11e s i5tn ficance of the tv;·o boat. .5 of t ne Yom Kippw- eJq..iatory 

r itual . ':'he t ir:o a;oat.s re~re.-1mt t.he t.;.;o t.;,'}-es o!' tr:ms~::-e.;s:ons at;a'i.nst 

}oO:: wnich may c r ea-:..e oe :· i l~ent . l'he ·o.:.t. of!'en d f or sacr ifice on t.tie 

al.ta=- atone~ for t.:te rit~al defilement of the al:.o.r . fhe !IOat (azazel 

W!".ic11 : s l::d ~ut. t.c the ·,·ilcerness carries :.11e :ion-r-~tt:a: si:is c !' the 

1 . . . f . 1 ..I - • 1 15 ?e.)p e ano ,,!'cv :oe.,, atoneMent o r nor.- r1 t.1.a <,e: ::!. i:ment . 

a:..ior. a s !'ounc: )'"! t.ne ;,itl:cal t.ext. .nc -"n' ::1::ec . .. :-abbi:iic trar.i t'lo:-i . 

". e navt! S!1mm exa·'l1 les of t.ne :..111por t.a:ice o;' tna sacri fjcial and 

,.. 5 ~·ual as; ect.: of he cult. v.i: :c.~ ::ontim.e eve:':! in t.ne latt~r coLec -

::-arb::ti.c i-or~ra1al o:' t.:.e c'...:t. . ?ina: :_v . 'lo"e .r:~ve see:'! t.nat . t: t.wo are 

~resen:.ed to ;et:ier as i'l!.~~ral :--ar t!> o" rt! .. . ;:.o\.s 1 cr:t; ir. tioth tne 

~iblical ano r aeiLinic ~rad:it:cn . !'ht}Se eieramts of cont.. i~u5ty and int.e-

ast-it?ct.s .• e :·:nd in .:..'tocius 

nific&.nce of r~ tt.al Jiur:ity . i'ne ;,a_r;,t;le i. c:.v~n o:' t.!~Q ~:-iest \o,'llO 

drops n: s ter i;n.C: ---- 1 1'1 a rla<:e -:J:' 1·: t.\::.1 cie~ :.:el!lent. by t.nc Jead . :ie re-

:.rieves :t hut beco:'?e~ ~~ tuall/ i "!-t-J'.!"e as J re~-ulc . joc :s the pr :es"-
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in t.ne i.-arable -'1d l s rael his !.enll'na:~ . :{e redeems tn<::n :'rom E ;:,'Pt but 

beco.1es r i t ;.;a.12: iefilec i:. "he µr ocess, :E.,;ypt teins a ;.lace known : or 

. t . • 1 . . t 16 l s n.1..ua :mpur1 y . Wh:le God de3i r es to dwell aJ!\Ongst Israel in a 

state o:' r :. t.ual p11rity, iii s love of Israel is de:rionstr ated t o be a nore 

i.'1lµo rt.ar.t v<L!ue . :n rH!~ i tio:i to t.his exatTJple of divi:ie b€::1c.vior, we 

f:nc a :artic~larly clear re~~ct:or. o:' ~~e e1,_;r.i:icance o f rit~al puri -

ty in ~he fc....~o~s s~irol o: piety of ?.aoti r~'!.neas ce~ Yair. 

rlaboi ~hineas ten Y~ir usea i o sa1: leal l caas LO cleanlines s , 
cleanliness to !Ju1·i ty, _pur i '-Y leacs Lo noliness , noliness l e-ads 
to h1U~ilit; , nllI'lility leads t o f ear of' sin , fear of sin leads 
to ~n~ sai..~~liness, sai.~tlL~ess leads to ~ne noly s pir it , t ne 
hol,v St>iri t? leaos tc resur rection of t.:1e ceac , tne r e3urr1:c t, ion 
o!' tne dead lt:ads t o .::.l:.ja!; ::.ne :-r<>J.il1ct ( c.nc. :.ht" r.essia.'l ) .17 

Leal leaas :.o cleG.n: iness as : t sa,;s , 1 M c w.ie:i :le r-..at.:i !'.<l'1e an 
end o: c.toni:iij ~c:- ;.ae hol:; 1--la.ce, 1 f L• • . 1' : 20 1 (to . •::. ::1 ePd 
is i~ter~retea t.o co~~lPte :.~e rit~al clea~sir.;, . Clear.li."'!ess 
leads to ;.,uri t.; t tdnaran as : t S.!YS, 1 .r\!lo tnt- 1 !':est.:; she;.:.! 
make atonernent f o r her ano sne shall te µur e . 1 (.i...e v . 12: 5) 
r'urit.J l eads t.o noliness as jt says , ' And he s:iall t ~·ify i t 
and nollc'• it. . ' (L•·v. 16 : 10) Hoii-"less hads t.o !lu..-nility as it 
s ays , ' ?'or thus saietn ~ne ni_;.'1 a.10 :o!"t.:.r vne , :.na :;. innatitet:i 
et.er.,i 1..J , ,,.: .. S" na..-e ~ s rlol~· : : d·,;e:.l i:? t:.P n: ;.'l a:iC .• oly 
t"l «cc w-~ :.!1 1. i. · lso · nat is o!' ... contr1 t t! a:.d !?t.."lble s;: :.ri 1.. . 1 

1 ::! S . 57 : 1_5) :iU" H:. t: hads t.O : ::e '0

1::4!' ?:~ Si!l as it SC:/:; , 

' The rew~rc "'l!' nwil i ty is t.he fe:c- o!" t.:n: Lora . ' ( 1 r ov . 22 : •:1 
fhe .~ear of s::-. leads t." sa:r.tli:",ess 'nas: 1.::.. c.s it sa:rs , 
1 fhen ;.hou s, okest. !n ·.·is:::m tc t. .. J ~ ... i~.is , 1 {1 !'O\" . i:. <" : 27) 
fout o: :->:!.ace , ": :rnl: I 1.;; : roo :~ r.ext :>, next hvc.l ir. tne s1 iral) . 
::io.btliness l 1:acis :..o • nc ncl.1 s. irit as it. says , ' rneri t t1ou shalt 
unaerstc..'1d Lne t'••ar o" God ;me fir.d '{.1owler.l1;e o: t.he nc l .; 1..'r.e ' s 
nol_,. s! iri t , 1 (out o:~ ! ..... ct. , , r oe · '..E:J{ t. :'or ! r t-vi ous lev~ l . 
The n_lr s,.:l·:5 :.1;a)s :." r .. slZreci:. n <:.!; :t s ·.'S , 1 r-'1 C1 _ ;;:ll 
:-'-L ~: !! :r:t ::. / 1. _,c :·· i.. s .. aL :.i:re . 1 1 !.zk . )7 : 1~ :'h\? r e 
SW'?'ec~: .. r. :-<;d= to -:!,:'<J..1 ·~~e t :"O:- .ei ! Llcss~c ~.t::":Jry e;,.s ~t 

8 S - "C I t,-> "I... - •~•' l - -uno JOU . , , , • h-" - .... 1' • I ( .al • . 2 >) l .a..;- J ..,;;;. . . -~J - ft_ ... ;)y, --- .:.. •• " \;;0- r- • ""~· """ ' .. • ,..; • . 

t.:leless enc bottom r un; . It. j s i:.elow hui11ili t.J, : e-.r a :· sin, &.r.d hasio\.t . 

i\S .:j\.ic:1ler '1as s .. r-. ..... ":1 ir. his clc.:ss:c st.uo;t, .:.l1C as oer".onstr ateo jn :.h' s 

pass~e !"":-o:r. ! i.-mas ten Yc.:ir , oo~h as~ects D!. :.he cul:. \<:eave t neir '-'SY 
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t.J?rou~h the fabric of Biblicc!l and raLbinic Judaism .
19 

QUt the strands 

which re~rescnt the s~ir~tual, ethical , or moral dimensions ~ow thicker 

and stronJer t.han their r :tual counter~a.rts :n certain ~-r~s of the 

tapesi:.r 1 . Loi the µas~~es cited above, r i tual ;.·ur~ ty .:s r elegated to 

seccndary si ;ni fican=e . :n the riid ra~h concernini; the nature of the 

:..'ll!)urit;r of t.!1e le:-ier ' the flux , ann t.ne dead ' ::.r:e!"e is a .. ot..tl. t r ans-

f orma -ion . ~ht r : ~al de~il~~ents are transfo:rnec ir.~o s:;mlolic re-

~resentat5ors of tne ~oral tra.ns,;ressions o~ icolatry, i"lllloral~ty , a.~d 

t.he spillin:; of blood . ,,e see c learl~ tne raboinic eX1-ansion , the rah-

binic transfor mation Ol tl1e cult in SUCh a passage . 1·,nat in the oible 

3ince ::;c:-.•eral of the l revious ! asba~es co!1c.,.:'::in~ kat-oarah c o:-:e 

ci:nturies aft.er tlH: aestr t1ct,ion of the fe!'l~ 11: , -:.,ney Tt!J r ese:'lt a certain 

ronanticization of t~1 ~u.1~ , Tdther :l~n a ir~ct ~> S;Or:se t o its ce-

str:ict . on . I:- he l.>1~er o f ~ iety, ::.nougn ::.-.e !'!as J.asst?-d o incluce 

votion . rne :nj•Ortance o~ tht-> cult L c,..· t.ainly :~ou,d ).11 '-11• hala.1<ic 

the ot.he:- >i,and, sone t!,re·~·it.r<esst?s ::.:.~.: :tal r!1: ·,._si!"?.;a re a.c e o ~.ore raci -

ca::: y ·~ ~ne los c:· · : . ..: cu:· ~c c~nt.er . ·;ot l on.; c.f~er tr.12 dest.ruc:i.,r 

of _h"' secor.c t• ; l~ :.~ 1n.""ie:1tec , "1<roe un ·.o t:s :.ha:. • r.: s ~ l .:.c~ :is de 

stroyed ·~1ere "ne:t r..t.o!1cri :·or the s:ns r,;~ ls!'iiel. ··
2° Cther s refused to 

t::at r.he : roduce o:· ~h.: lanu fCtr i cc-,i .. ld ·.or be :-r??erl.: t.i tnea or cf-

21 
fered :.o \.Joo te:'or e ~Ls consumµt:.:on ly :.Ju: peo;;: e . 1•.;rd..J1st t.his oc:.ck -

drop o~ anxiety •md appr~hension Pe find 1.. ia t tes~u\'a!l r- ro·1idea a foun-

cat.ion st.c~e W1~ a ur:d~e , 1•iv in_: cont1nui~J and corr.:'ort. ~n -:.ni.3 µer:oc 



of r abbj nic Jud~isw . lt ~:~ so il'!Oort.ant trat i t W?S L~cluded as one 

of seven t.r.inrs in existence be!'ore the c rea~ion of 1.he wor ld . 22 

Jr . Jako!l J . Petucnows~i suostant1a~es w.e sif'n_f:c:m::e of t eshuvah 

when ne sa,ys t.ha~ , ''For only on account of i t. ( t esnuv ah ) c an s inful man 

mair.:.ain Iii:- existence in t.ne p r esence of God ano •:r:n Juoaism sur vive 

t.r.e ces sat1:>n of 1.ne sac:-i.f,;,,cial cult. . •123 hCCor u:inp to .ir . ? et.uchows...:i , 

''Tne r abb:..Oic concep t. of t.esnuvan contained little ~·:lien was not alr eady 

:srael u~t.o tne Lor d tny God 

!or tnou hPs t st~mrled in thine iniq .• i t.y . 111 21 r.oi..·eve:-1 .,,hile t.ne rab-

binic idea of teshuv?Jl m~y not ~~ve heen ?n innova:.ior , it. cert?i~ly 

was an exnansion o f t.he Biblical o?.r~m2ters of the concent. I n ~doi-

::on , cer t.Gin :rarhis di::l l:'Ortr::i:1 t.P SOUV?ll in -. WP-./ :.n:; · CP:" t.a&n1y :"2-

text. of thP binlic<Jl cult. . in t.r.e c:.s e of Yom Ki:-~ur , t.he day it.self 

~~.s attribu~ed a special exniato;-y ~ower , even in the Fi·le . Fu:. for 

Uie r r :es:. y ... ri ter s I tne OCCft!'~nr: o: Y')rr !.i"';'U:' r,r.ri :.:1£> ele::ien:.s cf 

t.est:>Jvah, (penitence , con!'ess'on , an•! n:;t.i t.uti:>n) wou.J.: not nave been 

;iderwate fo:- I.he -.r::>cess :>;,' ;:.t.onerner.t . .n: i::xp1<si.!)r, 1o:it.nou ~ ritu;:l sac:-i-

pl11s con:p ·;sio~. cor.stit.ute:) ;.t,e t :-iest.~;: ooct.r.:..nP o:· rt!' er.t.ance , i.-it.no1..~ 

,. i ld ~,. bl' . ?5 sacn.11ce t. wou not. su111ce to o 11.er &t.e sin . 

i:; :.r:t• n; rlil"S t. of :,'\ c:<:.c midrasr.im, t1.e .j. fro, 'Ne !'ind o lllajor 

ment . :::tr-;iwinr u~·on ~1ronni::tic s c u r cPS ~ucn ns nose:>, 1~c l'L'1d ir. the Si !':-? 

:.11~~ ' ''!'ne 0~;1 1;.ones (Yo!Ti Kir ru r J, even wl' r>r. !.!le:-c is no sa~ :- :!':;-e 1 no 

?• ... 
ror:. . ·• :'~~i:- r:"inciri1E> is re:;;';'i:-ir.erl in t..11e .ierusl'lem :'al.Taud tr.3ctat1? 

Yoma , wn~n i t. rel;:te5 that t.ne scaneE"oat, "t.o:;es , hu· i.n he absencE of 



53 

the ;oat. the day atvnes. 27 foe da.~·, how~ver, does not r.irovide automatic 

exf. io.tion. fhe :-:ishna describeE t E:shuvan as "''t? f oundation of and pr i -

mary r equirement for expiat)on, ;~ether it Le ly mea.'1s of r itual sacr i-

::ce or its subl~~ated s ubstitutes. 

7he sin offerin6 and the unconditional ~ilt offer inb effect 
atonement; dccth ana ':.he Day 01 11.tonenent effect a onement--if 
tnere : s reµenta.'lce . :te; entance ( t.eshuva..11 ef!'ec ts atonement !'or 
lesser transi;ressionE a ;.ii.'1St both posit.ive a.'1i ne ,;at~ve col"l:r.andE 
:.n the Tora.,, ~:.1 ile :or i;r<iver trans.~res~:icns : t. S\lS;.>ends :.un:sh
ment until the Day of /\to'1e.ment comes anii effects atonement . 2b 

:\.:o conditions !rlust be -:iet :or tesm:.':ah to . rovide this 1maer-

5).rding !'or ex-~iation . Fir st , t.ne ~erson nus:. ~x:~erience s:.ncer e re -

mor se and s:ec-:f/ his sir.s . ":f o :-. an sa:·s, 1 ! ·.::.:.1 s:n ~,,nc re,e!'lt a.-;c 

s)n a.;ain and re;.e:it, 1 ne w:iJ.1 Le ,·iver: no cnance to r e,..e!'lt . ' :. will 

s)n and :.~e Jay o:· .... :.o!'leJljent will ef:'ec:. c..t.or.em:r.t ' :her. t~.e :.LJ o;' 
2c 

Atonemer:t effect~ no .st.o::-iem~nt . " -!l ··cci t.: Jr. V 'I re~orse , t: e re mcsi.. 

be a'l\a:t etiess ... : sJ,.eci!ic s5ns. 7r::ic:.3.te Yoma :::.rml.J st.at.es :-.nar. 11 a ma.ri 

·r h. i 113J nust s;ec1 y. ~s s r.s . 

o:- :'lot eac:i Jew r1<ts • o -iame ni s sins - X:-l:c: tlJ o r :-iot. ~ 1..! '- t.~ere is :10 

m:dras:lic col.lect: o:l, resik~a Jacbat.: : 

.-rne:i 1 - 1el SJ eci :'.1 tneir ::.n:q\;ities :.no con!'ess • .1e111 be:·ore the 
:-fol: 1:-ie · les:.ed !~e rie , :ie ·oq;iv ... .: :.:le:1 , :- <ircon ) ~ ; t.1 eir trans 
~e s: on_ cs is sa.io , 1 •'or 07l t.nat oay s: all ,.:,or.~r.e:lt le r;a oe 
··or .:01.: ~o c :Pansc •eit., :':-c..- .. 1: '"'UT ~ 1n !: :~ . .,1:. ;.· •. :1; ce c !.t:ansec 
be!'ore :.n~ J..Ord . ' (Le\'. l! : JC 32 

:>r. re:.~cnt')"WSKi J oi.'l:.s ot.t <.ne ps.rcr.c!o ;ical a:.r.iensior. o:· :.n:s , r ocess 

:J!' r emor s•• ·.nd conft"' Si ')~ c:> unr1oinc; :-t: ~ ressior. a nc LrinJin~ the re_l)res-

sed to c cnsc: o~sness . 33 

The second car,.,;~ t5 o:: nt:cessary !'or ::onµlet.e c.tone:-em. :s :101.. ar. 



ror t.rCit'..srress_ons t.hcl. are bc--.1o1een man and God tne J~./ of 
ht.one~ent effects at~nement , but for transrressions t hat are 
between a mM <•mi his fe llow, t11e Day of At.onement effects 
a tonement only if he nas appeased his fellow . This did k , 
F.lezar b . r.zariah expouna; ' i''r<.>m all your sins snall ye be 
clean before tne Lord .' {-ev. ll : JU) fo r transgressions tnet 
are between man and Goo t.11e Da:- of ... tonement effects atone
ment; bu t. for transgress ions th:i t. arc bet.ween a man <.nd 11is 
!'ellow, t.ne D~y of };tone111en-:. e!'fect.s at.onemer: t. ou ;r i.f ne nas 
aopeasea his fel 1.o" . Jh 

ns "·e :::a;1 see , t.ne rene:ral view of repentance l" r-esentcd by tJ1e 

nriestly au t.hor s continues in w1e r abh- -:ic cor.cti- t. of t.esnuYah, FulJ 

exµiatio:i requir es l 'emorse , specific c:ti'.)n a!'ld confei:i~ ion of sir. , r es:.o-

:-at.ion of dPmares <·na r e:concilia t.ior. !Jetwee!'l a mar. ;;nd r:is friend . Su -. 

tne E-lement of rit.11al sacr ifice is noticeal'ly rr.issinr . It i!' no lo:1per 

reouired for t.ne comrle:.ior of the c:1ct.io:-: o f eri:;i;;'..!or, o!' sin in nas -

S?Fes s\:cn PS t:ne one !'our:d !.n t.he Jerusc>lem T:.lmc1 , :-'.aki<o.._h (Ch.11" ter II , 

halacha 6 , t . ;le) . 

T:ie;,· ;:si< 0 d \'.iS!i .)1t1 , ' The sinner- - wn:it. is to be ni:<> ~u!"li<1"".rnt>~t? ' 
\.. i sdom ans •.iers: 1!::v:l wnich nu:-s~eth sinner s . ' \Prov . 1) : 21) 
They <:"keo t-r opnecy : ' :'he s.i.."1'1e:---•mat i.s to he !!is ounish
ment? 1 rropne:cy enswered : ' Tne S"vl tnrit. sir.neth s!laL die . 1 

(r,.zl<: . l" :l.) Tncy e:s ~ed t.hc Holy unP c:esse•1 be ne : ' The s:.nner - · 
'-!.at is t.o t-e r.i.s tunisnment.~ ' .ric nc.ly vr.P o_esseo oe t!e re
rliea : ' &...:?t. n~ oo tesnJvat'l ;:i:in ac:.ieve :.1..0r.emer.1. .' Tnat. is 
'vie mea.: iir.t' o:' t.ne verse (Psalm ?5 :8) , 1 :1iere:'or e ne inst.r uc-.s 
g i nne:, lJ, 1.he 1,1ay . 1 JS 

In tne ex;iem;i:ms o!' t• 1 a r allel :1C>ssaf•e f r om t.ne rt?sikie oe :tav t\c:.:iancui , 

tne l er i<.imiz.ir.1· oric '-'!..:.c:r. u•11 ie:-::it> .: :.r.e st;:;r ension o~ t.ne need for 

cult:c :-i:.u-1 offer inr :.s co11ci~el;: F.!'la ex: :!.c!.-..ly portre:yed . 3et.••een 

'i.lle cues tio:-? ~ M :-P!'S .. '1 -.o P :-01 oec:• i n:l :.r.e O\:cs -.icn <icaresseo t.::> Goo , 

·.~e find :.ne j nrert .. :.:in of ~ ouns t.ion :io,.:resseti o Tor~11 : 

:'11ey ;.::;ked th n 7or<>.h : ' The s•rine:- .... ·nat. is to he !'-i:; fur.ishrnent? ' 
The Tori.h rerli.ed : l:.,f>• rim brinr a ruilt o:"fer inr , :n exr1ai ion 
and his sin w1ll l:-e forriven him . 1 )6 

~he C?XOlinded :1P.SS<:WP ~oen c:>nc ludes : 
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~ence ~~ is ~7iltcn (at one ~nc thL Sa.Jlle t"1le) kind and str)ct 
in ~udg~ment :s the Lord (PscU.m 25 :t) . R. ~h:L'leas cormnented, 
Ho..- c:m rle w1.o j s str ict. :n juagement1 te callee kind : IUld ho" 
cc..n He wno )s kind te callee strict in juc5ement ? Eecause ne 
doth :il1s true t sinners ir t)Je r. ay. 1'hat is , He teacnes sinners 
t.he \:a.v to do tesmivah . Ther efore Hosea , admonishing Israel 
said to tnem: .{eto1ll'i1 G :s~·ael L-ios . 111: 2)37 

Jod' ~ own desi re supersede s th€: sacr ificial rt4u)re111ents of the rorah. 

:!e :-r e!'ers tesnuvah rat:::er • nar. c..;l t.ic o!"ferir:5s o:' kappa.ran as a nea'ls 

of atonement . I'he yr 11of texi fo:t t.nis is ara"'-n fron tne nitle , con-

firming :..r . rec.ucno.,,.sKi ' s statement thal. al: • 11e eler1ents of tne rat-

f>ibl:cal Judaim. But it is i.""'• o :-t.ant c.o ;:,e1.o !:..1-t ccr. :n.:::/ i~ r..o:r.-

it comes t.o tne suspens~on of ic.e requ:.re1'ltnl. o~· ritual s.Jcr ifice . i'he 

lev1 tic al reqt.i::-e:ie:it s o: re 1orse , con:'e~s: en , ..u1 · r.- . t.c:!'at.:on o!' da'!:<:ges 

are all preserved in the rabiinic conce~t. o:- t es.uvar .• ~ut a s~;;nif)car.t 

1.: Xpi" ion of s5n . .:>:: :.ct: a: !<set: :'c:- •;,c;) !":.a: teca."'.le :.r.access:tle er.a 

r,. o: t~e : ecp_e . . .. ~ wi:: n~::~ n ... \..ec in ..,re·.•Sous 1 eiSsa;;es, ::.rit S!1oc-k :·o:-

sonie l-:C.S .;ruat. am: :1.ore concrete ::..iti2~es ·,.;<,?:·. necessary to assist tne r.10!·1: 
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.;oat, w-hich is nor mally sac r :ficed or. '!om Kiµµur as a ka!Jpar ah offering 

: s ac~uall,.v a Sj'l'lbol o !' !luman co"'ltrH. : •1r. before Jod . ..hile a darna~ed 

G.."linal wot.le ce:-t.ai·.l:: te rer.de:-ed rit.ually :b1 ·ur e for expiator y sacr i -

fice , it i~ just the ~Udli ty of a br oken sp i r~t or cor.trit~ nea.rt ~hich 

J{; 
jod des:res as an of:'e:·:.n.; f r om ::ian . rler e we have ':.he two- fold p r o -

r equi r ement , and a sublU"".a · 1on o!' :he sa~ri~ic:d~ ~oat into an aSJec -:.. 

of hUJJ1an characr.er . 

a hairy man' (lien . 27 : ll) l :-ovides ar.cther exa 1-i1 le (}f subli:'l .. Led t.rans-

3c 
fomat : or1 o!' :.he cut . I • ~ r:.n:i L. E :-Hrd.Se , 111\TiC :.ne .;oa: sna.:.1 bc!<>.r 

uj.>01. ni..-11 c.11 t:~eir il11~t.:.t::e~ t.nt.o a l .r.~ ~:.icr. is c._t o:f . " 

(Lev . 16: 2~) ;.iu:cr. in "..he -:.e::-t. refe:-s :::: L:ie bc:n. :or ,.zazel , is ir.t.er -

na!r and ;ociL (sair,: t.sau (sc.ir~ 1s as.-ociat.E':C \.-::.:; ihe _oat. :·or ,.zazel. 

is ra.1sla:.ed clS t.hc sJns _,;' ;,wJ q·.liet. one ':a. :ne ri~ual o: tne 
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ce/ord tne sy111t olism o:' tne sacrlficic.l - ., ~ :ials, we have :.he subli -

ma:. i on of r'!-t.ua:. !'·:iC!" if:.:::e ir.tc i..'.1e va::-i Jus cat~.;ories :.hat have now be-

co~~ fa~il1 a r to us . ~hese rov~de i~abes les~ o irect. t~an those of the 

a'"'l:.:,als o~ r.ne ci.:lt ":iut. mo:-e concrete :.!1'il! the concept of an ir.stitt.:tio .. 

o: t.i:r.e . <iCts of kir.cnes ~ were i-os;;. i ble S'l.. l ~t i tu:.es fer t.he sacr:i -

:ices o: clot and s11e_ami:11, so , t.oo , a:-e :.he;: ::apal:: l e o!' r-=:~-ac:n~ Y.apoe:.rot 

as i..ioi;s offerines . i:-:e:: fame\.~ sayinb '1 :' Johanan b . l!lkkai m.:ntioned 

~ . Joshua conc<·rn fr..; he: :.ier~r··c:.: on o:· t.:-.e Te<'lt- le as t.hc loss c:' :sr ael' s 

p:ace o; ex;:5 ~:.:or. frc :i ~=-; .. he S!.ii~ , ")::: ~ot. .,T'5.e\'"e ~:/ sor. , ;.~e na-.·c: ~ 

r:ea"1s o: c:.tcne~e~~ ·. 1at is l:ke :. .. , ;e.-.~ht h;;::; ,di_-r. " 'aeer:s o" ::.c\·L.,:;;-

n'° ''•J ·:::r.. ... , :ora.>: c:.. :il:o>c o~ .:i • our c-: o : """ A. ia:CJ'Y • ;t.ivity. For -

seei-:i.2" :!1 

fnra.'1 ;;o n;; • t.!1" .:: t ud:,· r::~ sacri "i c t• c ~cul ci be c mm teo £.!" : r ;..ier ~ad 
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t!'le sacri:'ices of kc;pparot ;iere :-?Ot. effect.ive : 'o r acnie·.,inJ expiation. 4L 

As in th.: c.ise of the shelamim, so , too , in re1;ard to the kappar ot, 

tne llood of Abraham ' s cir cumc:sion tecomes associated ~ith the blood 

of an:i:oal sacrifice . Just. as t.n~ blood is dashed a6c..inst the altar 

durin;;; the ex-piation offerins , so t.he t.looc of At1·a.nam 1 s c1rcumcision 

marks the spot ·:her e t.ne base o~ tne altar was later const.ructed. Every 

year God sees the olood of Ab~·anam and fors:i ves th trans:;resi:ions of 

lsr~el (r~ther than e;rantin~ forgiveness en t.h: b~sis of tne blood of 

aninal sar.ri:'ice) as pr oved l~• His words to Isr ael , "In thy blood , live. 11 

(Ezk . 16:6)LS 

The blood, ~he suffer :.n;, ~n~ flesn cf sacrifice is t~a~sferrea 

from sac r:i ficial victim to t.he wor sniper ir. a :i..uli:nat.ion of e.rl.erior 

ct.~t.ic rhua~ . rh:s j5 trt.e no<. 01~1." !'or ci•CU1'llcis:on b\..t o: yist.r:.."1 

or chast.i zements in ;eneral. r:ie numan exj.Jer ience .>!' fast. L111< , suffer-

t.he meaiation o f ~e sacr~:-:ci&l cult . 

vide a :f!::4TlJ O!Jl ortunj Lf for t:.e a1.:mldment. :'rorr. :;i I., .a~ ;le :ind in t,nt? 

For 

or ... n:is 1:a.r sr..;1: e:;..Qnement. bi::" 11.c.ce for /OU to c:ear.se you; !';o~ all 
I 

:rot:r s:.ns s:.al: :;t i:e c _ean ~·efcre ~:11: :..Orc . 11 ' le;- . :1:£ ,.- J1.. .i ... 

Chas;;ise::i~n~s <•:""' co:1s:ne:-ed l y ,. . J.el".ernjan as an offeri:--.r_; .skin io 



chasr,isements ~re not m•!rely SlPlilar • l'l r it.ual o:'ferinps of kaooarah , 

They are bet.t.er because t.ney come :1ot. siirply f r orn a man ' s ;:>r operty but 

from his most orized possession , :!is body , L7 Dee<t,h is per naps t.ne ulti-

mat.e offerinr in t.n:.:, rerar o :.Jld is so consicereo ir. ine f'esikta de Rav 

Kahanah c'mcerninf the death of !-'.b-iam aml Aa:ron ' s t.wo sons . 

k . Abba bar Zebi.na soici : ':vny is the accoun:. of ;.)iria111 1 s death 
(Numb • .?i.1 : 1 ) put next i:.o t11e passage en the asne s of the fled 
Hei fer (Nu~b . 19)? To te~cn t.h~t as lne as~ of the Red Heifer 
atones fo:- Israel ' s s:.ns , so we oe~t.n of Hiric>.m a t.o:1ed for 
Is r asl ' s sins .... R. Y~rya ba?" Abba Sdiri : Since Aaron ' s sons , 
(Nariao and J..bilrn ) riiP.d on tne first of !hsan, wny does Scrirture 
mention their death in connection with the Day of ~:onement? 
To teach thc>t es the D~v of r t one ment atones for Isr ael ' s sins , 
so the death of the ripht.eous :>t.ones fo!" ls:-ael ' s s:.ns. \..e 
k:iow t.l'lis from thP ver se , ' B:"" means o f t.Lis ca;.· s :. -:ir a~onement 
be made fo r you . ' (Lev . Jn :JO ). And th~ proof t.nat. the death 
o;~ t.he riph teous .:: t.ones for sin, ho.,.. oo ;.·e k.'1ow t.n is? ': e know 
j t from the ver se J ' And t.tley buried t.he bones of .. aul and 
Jonathan his son in the C<:'untry of Benjamin in Zela, in t.he 
se~ulcnre of !.ish his fat~er : a..40 they nerformed all th~t. the 
kinf cotnm.1nt1ed . "nd afte!' tr.at. God was er.t.!"eRted for t.he Land . ' 
(2 Sam . ?l : lL) (Their cie:i t.h caused God t o ec;cept. t.ne a'...oner11e:lt 
of tJV'" s ins of t.he 1 :uid . )l 0 

~' e have seen t.nat Kapj)arPh is indeed <. c ~·'llrlex subjec t. . ho:-e than 

any :>t.n.e r sacrifi ce, it. cler.rl:-· ois~ lays t.n~ multi.ill£: 0 1mensions .,r re-

e ven 1r:. ;,;ie ~ ries~ly port.rayaJ o: lrnppc..:-ai. , expiat i c :. wa.; r equir ed for 

b?:.h r:.t~al anc et.n.:cal L!"a.1s.-ressi.o:. . l.:1 auci lo:i ~ t.:.e p:-ocess of 

t:oulJ be creat.ec by suc:i ili verse ex) e :-:.ences <:.i a :'lux 1 leti!"Osy , con-

Punfication "r oefi ler:e:n, :>nrl expia ion af s :._n c"ulri oe achieved ih:-ourh 

r:.c ial o1 ;-':!r inr- . 

~Pbbinl.c Judah:m continues t.his t.wo-fold -'>!"nse o f de f il <>ment and 
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a:e suolimated into s:r.nt1olic r er resenta:.:cns o:- r.-.o r al i-.; urit/ , :'or ex-

arr.ple , !c·11t)cal 'i~filencnt. l.v ~ne ctec.c is in:.e:-pr~teci tc mean :ioral 

de!'ile:nent created b;,· t:1e s~ j llit1& of tloou . :t::s clearly r e: r c.3ents a 

a s:::~ -..r -r,ncc?rr. for .,or a.2. : <lri ty . ~:-:1 :..rly, :.ne 1 otl. t.o r e?t::nt..anc€ 

:.,, t11::s ~hread of t r aditjon :·e:lect:; a. dee:"".phasi.s c: the remplt cult. 

1'!1ese ral:Lir.!c :.eX"1.s :.er.c ~o ' \.71- pJ a;· , d· :ete , subli."'la te , o:- ":- ir: :l..-

alize ~he 9i~lica! d~~anc :er c 1 ·ic offer:::-.~ . 

:'he r arb:in::c concep:.:on of -.esnu•:ah c~rr~""~ ~ne c n:.::.'1i:i:.y o: !.r?e 

t.raciition . ~tit. it ;oes ~eyono l he ! ro: ne"i~ ir. St.s e:~: <t:-?:on of subli-

cha!"ac .. er-~:;.jcs , ,./Jen-!' r.:..: ·.:i: ~ :-r.P ,1\!alifications 

. en!- le - or i ri , . .;t..:. o l . 



S'.i::ri!'1ct:: := :-·~u:ire<i ~or ex1 'o:;t:.-,1. , :.t.:.L ,,j=c ' ~ rie .. :. re for the r e;Jer.ta.nce 

o!' the ~:.·.11er :s so ;re~t tna:. de i .. w1lllr..; to suspend ritual offerin; 

t o encou.-a.;e t.esn.i•:an . '.lon- sacr:.fici..: :-:tua:. . nowev~:- , continues to 

tair.cd !..."1 l'ract.a<.e Yoma of the t·'.:.shna . out. it is t. ner . transposed by 

means ::>!" a !;as!:a.;c- fro:n r ::ek:iel :nto a sr.bol:-:: re,-!"':sent.at.ion of tne 

complete eXl !at!on ~.c cleansin ..; offered t1 God (!sr a .. :;_ 1 s :--.ikvah- hope) 

-;c 
t.o On e who does teshuvah . I'ne i,as9a~e l"t-0.Clle.$ i t.S f uJ..l exvansion in 

"'l tne !'esiha de .~·1 K.:;.nanah i."l a ~ :"o r .5habbat Teshuvah . :> :'he 

ritual of l' ra_1er like t.he :·~ t·.al ~at.h ::; C'lnsi oe:-ec t o be an :rr.portam. 

mear.s to tht: achievement of CXl. :a:.~on . but te:"ill:ili liko t~he mikva.n mc.y 

re c l osed , !'a:- o~f , or a sourct: ,; ~~1 ::.c x1osu:-e anc enba: rass~en~ . 

hand . • .. al!m..-s .JOd to offer accei:tance and exriation t.o the !Jeni.tent 

sin:ier an:r..i.~t: , ;. 'l.vwhere, wi t.hout. ~he rneci)ut.: ~ . of r : 1..ual o!':'er<n ~, 

; lace: , or ! erson."\el. 



CHA.PTF.R V 

l 
fo a cerr.ai~ ex~ent all sac~:fice has~ ~xµiai;;ory r~rce .- It was 

r.herefore app:ropr:ate t c !-rovide a ~eneral .:i.-:tr oduction in ;:.e previ ous 

chapter to the :ic;t...re and d:;;.:.i;ics cf expiation as ~iortra:;ed :..:-. .:;elect.ec 

knpparah, we c..re nm> :irepared t.o r10·.,re frc-r. tne seneral : o t.he s;.;ecific as 

\Je i...l-'T. r..o the two cU.:.tic of:er inss wni ch we r e exclusively epiatory in 

fu~cLion . ~s we rev:ew the criLical literature concerr.~~~ t1e h3ttat 

~lid asham, \o\e will St.to t.nat. we have ar!')ved a r., a : art.ic·...lar::..r d:fficult 

subject . According to JacoL '.~il ;rorn , •1 :.te"lflt.S to 1.J1derstand thE ~xact 

r e lat.ionshiµ bev.:ecm the tuo have been i.lle dcs;...,.i r of scnolars r..nr,...·.:gh -

2 
ou :, tne ages . rtoland DeVaux concludes his findings wi r.J1 t.he view 

r.hat "the lo.st 1·ed'1cLors no lon .~er lme1,• E'xactly ... ha~. wa~ speci:':5.ed by 

the hat:at and asham . or else t.ha ,,· co.1'"used r..n1_ ter:ns '->nose exact 

) 
fO:rCe t,l·,ey nC :onr;er l<:nP.W , II f'er0dj S t.tle !"1051.. d?'c~ t 1C Of 0~-:J1:i.On~ iS 

presP.nted by .i . v-:>n :taci wn<>n he st.at.;s ii.at. ·he ol c question o:' t..he 

di :":'crence bet.;.·ee:1 ·.ne t.wo sacrifict->s car.r.Jt. be solved . "_. In spite of 

:.nese opinions, "-''= co n .. ·ro severa: s :i &n:'.. !'ican'.; ~:.ud:i es o!' the nattat 

The n;it.tat , or .3in o"~eri:-t ~ , was distir.ci. ::r. ~t.;; cs( :l :' b::oo<i and 

flesh . 5 :"ne rj tuel ... -:. icn r.ccoMjanied t.ne reci?"ess of s:ir.s for t he hi;:;h 

µ~'.':.e::::. or t:le :.aople, : .. nc:.uoed tne spr inklini; o f blooo seven t:..mes on 
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~ 
at. the bas~ . rne sin~ of a pr ince reGuired a sin~lar ritual wj thout 

the sev~nfcld eyrinkling of the alta.r . According to [,el/aux , the value 

of blooJ is manjfestly important in this ~rocedure . Its significance 

continues even into rabbinic lj terature in the statement that "~here is 
., 

no expiati.::.n without. blood . " 
/ 

On the other nand , tne asham is distin-

guished by its set fine of one fifth and by the fact that ~nly a r am 

can be sacr ificed a s a reµarat.ions offering . e 

'!'he confusion regardinr, these socr jfices stems 11ct. so much from an 

inability U- recogn:ze dlf~erences of procedur~, but rather from an in-

ability to d:stin~ish di~ferences in f\.I\ction . Attempts to resolve 

this confusion cue found in the colllr\ents of some o!' t.ne leacin6 Jt::.,.ist, 

thinkers of antiquity. rhilo consider e1 the hat.tat an expiation of in-

volur.tary faults acainst one's nei~hbor, the~ an expiation cf in

o 
voluntary fa~lts a~ainst jod and of all voluntary faults . ' Accoroin~ 

to Jose}Jhus , the di:;t.inc tion ~as beL":een sL"ls conu.it.t.ed ~itho\.t .,,.itnes

l C 
ses and si..ns COl"Jtl. t.t.ed before \.\ i tr.esse:; . l'nese sa.me views and oU.ers 

arP fo,, .. ,d )n tne inter11·etations of modern scnola.rs . 

Acc-ording o Medet.ielle, the asham j~ :,fecia.2.1;1 intended for the 
repnra ion o~ •t1ron~s cone t.o ri.;hts of : rope:-t~·, tiiv:ne or human , 
and it addi; t.o the fw1aament.al idea ~f expiar.ion, alrt::ady expres
sed by hatt.at, t.~at or a ncre rigorcus ~at.js~~ct:on . ~hotz oeerr.s 
the~ exy:at.es <t fat.lt a·ainst tne divin:ty t.hat is a sacri
le;ious act . ~~cordin; to C~2ell~s , r.e asnam :s of~ereo in 
cases of involun~ary infringement of the ri ~hts of the divin:ty , 
<.r.e ha-:.:e: · fo r ~alts a.;afost. one's :ie:.;;hbour tct. ir. !'ela<.:on i..-:th 
the la'<' of Yanweh whic h condems then . Sa;fdon, unae!' t.ne heading 
of tx.:at.i n d!st1n~:snes ~hree ki~ds of fat.ls: l ~he faults 
which are 'h:~-nanded,' with cont.empt of tne law: they cari.not 
01t ex; !'>1ed ''~umb . 15: ;O) ; 2' ord:nary faults co,...:-.i t.ed with mo!'e 
or less consent cut whkh are the effects of human frailty wlth
out perversity o~ '-':i:il: these are e>:J .a:.ed t.: the sacrHice fo::
sin;)) faults of i,~ncrance or inadvertence : these ~Je E'Xf.iated 
by the re1ar~t.ion sacri~ic~ . Mo~alci concl~des ~:at. t.he t~o 
sacrifices ar~ equally intended f or tne eXJi~a~ion of sin , but tha 
in hat ':.a , t.ne corinant as:•ect. :is :.hat. of en .. i at ion and it.at in 
asham, the dominant. asrect is tnat. of reparat.ion; in neither case 



are volunt.a::: faul':.s at issue ..• 11 

3ome of the most. recent c>.nd insightful studies of the hattat and the 

asham h6ve been wr itten by Jacou Milg:-om and Baruch Levi ne. Though 

their detailed ana!.ysis of dating and redaction 1s beyond the scope of 

our ehterprise , their seneral portrayal 01 the meanin~ and function of 

these t wo cultic institutions is of ~reat in-terest to us. 'r1hile tne 

h t t d h b bl . l' . . . ] 2 'h 1 . a ta an as am are pr o a y pr e- ex1 1c lI1 or1glI1 , ~ e cone us1ons 

of Levine and Milgr om reflect the partic11.lar importance of these two 

sacr:ifi ces in the J.iOst - exHic reli~i ou s institutions of the prie stly 

o.Ti ter s . 

Le'line be •ins nis s+,,ud,v of tne ~ ...-i tn t.he Bit Beal ten con

cerning the capture ano re turn of thP. ark ty the ?hiljst.ines .13 
As a 

result of the capture of the ark , maal--.:-.:1 active estr&.n5ement !'r om J od--

has been c r eated . The realization of this s~~t.~ uf maal lead~ to the 

return c !:' the ark and Li1e presentation of an asharn offering 1n an ef-

fort to acnieve expiation from sin . Malyz i.ng these passa.;es, Levine 

:s atle to delineate tnree eleJ!lents in the rreat1on of maal and the eA-

piation of transgression thrcu&h the asham of~etin~ . fhe first element 

is that ~f misa(JJ:.ropriation . Afterwards there is s~~e misfortune and 

·.:-.en a va~ue or uncertain feelin ·· of unini.ent.ional transgression . 

Finally, somethin~ o~ value is irezent.ed befor e the altar dS an offer-

ing but. nol ournt as a sacrifice . 1 
Th~ f1..J1camental assumption by 

LE-vine is t~a ~nP ca1t learn more a~ou t the sign:fica..~ce of the asnam 

through the st~ay of it.s c111t:ic adm:in:~ re. ion than throu~h a linguis

tic analysis . 1' From ~uch an approach he arrive s at mi sappr,priation 

th k r f h ~ ~ · f l · 16 
as e ey concept in the .unction o t. e oiterinG o r epara ion . 

fne offense c: misaµpr opridtion lea to t.h~ crea~ion o~ estra.nsement 
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~rem uod. But sacreo propert· .. includes more than t.he riT:.ual objects of 

the cult. 5ince everytr.ing belot.~s to 3od, t.he misappro1,1riation of 

another man's property is also an offanse against the deity. Thus , an 

asilam offering an<! a payment of Hne must be offered :'or misappr opri-

~:.i.or. of any pr oper ty , \tlether it belongs directly to God or to another 

man. 

The hat.tat is not related to misappropriation tut to ritual purity 

and serves a dual function .
17 

lt is associated with the maintenance of 

tne leviti~al purity of the sanctuary and the priesthood. In addition, 

it pr ovides rit.t.:al cleansi:t& for the Israelite " hose ritual impurity 

n1ay ~ontaminate at.hers and µrevent God ' s }Jresence from dwelling in 

:sr ael. The hattat is offered, i.nerefo:-e, not ori ... y at t.he dedication 

of ~he c~tic center and tne ins~c.llation of the µriesthood but also in 

con j unction with the µurificatfon of the leµe r , the new mot.he1 , the 

nazirite , ar.a tne person defiled O.f tr.e dead . At times the ll4t.tat and 

asham may merge and r esult in a ~adu.ited asham, wttch is a :-onn of a 

18 
hat;tat . If one ~ithnolds testimony, it is necessary t,, offer an asha.m . 

but that of:'er:r.5 ~ay be assisned like Lhe hat.tat accorc:ng t.c> a sliding 

scalp of ability to pay, rather than a f~xed fine . 

Milgrom is c;)tical v: LevinF. ~or several reasons. He feels tha~ 

µassa ~es such a:: the ones ceaHn.; wi:h :.he Pn:ilist.:nes, ma:1 not be rele-

vant 
)0 

o tne :sraelit~ ~racticP and should not be relied uyon . Second-

ly , he find •• con~rary to Levin~, that the hat.Lat ano asha...~ are not ex-

1 1• f" d f . f . - 2C c us1ve y o ; e;-e or s:.ns o omisslon . 1, :'act, :c :s Fart of their 

unique importance t.hat. they conver t intentional transr,ressior s into forrns 

of unintentional offense , wn:cn mat then ~e a.Tieliorat.ed t:ircugh cult.ic 

offering. Fina:ly, ~il,;rom considers t.he underlying concept of titisap-
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propriat.:.on tottlly inadequht.e to €XJ lain the cer.tral function o,. the 

. 21 
asham offc.?rin ~. Rather , it i~ one aspect amon~ many of t his complex 

institution . 

Cult and Conscienre begins with transl ation and linguistic analy

sis am: then proce~ds t.o the adJTlinistrati ve proced'.lres o~ t.he cult. 
22 

The explication of four different. t r anslations fo r t.ne )ol()rd asham helps 

clarify its usa6e in cultic passages . We find that it can mean : 

l ) reparation, 2) re~ar4t.ion offerin~, 3) incurrins a ~enalty cf lia-

bility, and 4) feeling JUilty . 

ne shal l pay tc its owner a; soon a~ ne feels guilt.. As his 
r eµaration to the Lora he snall brine; to t.he priest an un
blemished ram from t.ne flock, or its assessr:'!nt, as a repa
r ation offering. (L~v . ~ : 2bb-25\ 

When hat. persor. feels guilty lie small confess Lne ... Tonai he 
has done, make ~,aration L'l ii~ entiret.y , adc or.t- fHth. to 
it, ...nd .;ivc it t.o whumever ne has incurreo liab:.litv . r:~UJllb . 
5:6b-7)23 

w:i n this flexit ilit.y of inte~retation, :·~il5rom begins to clarHy tne 

funct:ior. of t.he asham offerinc; . 

Tne key concept. ~or under~tandin.; tne ~an!n.,; and P•rpose of t.ne 

2:.t 
reparat.io:'l of~er~,; is "sancta ~respass . " The desecration o:' sancta 

crea~es o conditi~r. of maal G11d an estran~ement. ~rom God . Ob~tcts wh)ch 

are not. sa<'rec a :-e rtf't. ncr rr.all:; o:' f\!Ch ~:.>crtance . rb..-ever, sanct:ty 

is extendetJ ::.o t.ne o1'edience to all of iod ' s or dinance:; . fherefo re, 

t.ne trans.;re~s:.on o!' any co;i.'Tldndrner.t. e r la-.; is .. oesecration of tne 

sacrec an o i::~ ac-.,uisit.)cn u!' _:alil it.y . fne contiil'linat.5on of sa.ncta , 

O!"l the other hand, ~equires a hattat offering to cl~a.nse le..,-:.t.ial im

µw-i t.:f . 
25 ... e C<i:°• set? t.ne di!'!"ere!'lce in !'\Ir.ct.ions o: :.ne ~ and 

hattat as a restoration ~ f sa.ncta desecration on the onP hand d.Tld a 

~- . f . . h h 26 
~ur:J)cat.1?n o ~anct.a cor.~arr~~ct:or c. ~ e ot er . 
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Viol at ~on s In~ be; ~min tent ional or intentional and it is this d'i-

mension of t.lie ash~ t.hat p r-ovides an under st.andin• o:' its psycholog1cal 

and legal iJ!lµo rtance . io.:.th I.he extension of tHe poss i bilities of sancta 

desecration to eve r y ar ea of ljfe , the burden of ~u i lt was equally ex

tenced . 27 .Perha~s so1.1e of t.he multitude of laws anri or d)nanct-s had 

been unil:tentionally viOl<~ed . ~or this , an asham coula be c ffered . 

Pernaps a tra~s~rression had occur~ea but i" ~as not pu~lic k.,owledge . 

?or t.his , also , conf ession and re~aratior. cot.la ~e ~iven . rhe t:nrden 

cf ~ilt cculo. be rel1~ved . rt.er e wc:r !: , however , inte!'ltional sins !"er 

\\r.ich t.he asnam cot.le also be offer1::0 , sue .. as a !"alse oat.~ . ·:eile 

tnis should be : ~iishec by d1::at!l . ·}ip :nst.itutfon cf :.:.hP ~ µre-

v:.ded for a conver~ i on c !" :..ntent:onal <.rans,~ressjcn to "he cate.;ory of 

• -..J • 2ti an Ulavverti::?nt su1 . ..,:'!~:'! acccmpan'lec oy r~r.orse. cor.f~ssio, , pa:.-,e:-

o: rej·araticns , me a sacrif:ice, ator.enent could be acr.]evea 0 ver. for 

an ir.:.:.ent~o;ial c:-!r.e . .l..ccor d:r.• t.o :.::l~rom , :.h .. .:.s!lam "as tc t.ne c~lt 

2r. 
1.Cha-. teshuva.~ mear.t. to t.11e : rotJtiet:c 'lie\: ~=- t:Xf')a• :on ;.rd e:.t.onerr.er.t. . 

~e fi~u t~at tesht;.vah , like th~~ offer~n6, n~d :.nc ;o~er ~~ cr.n-

. t - · J • _ _, co· .. ·lc for :i· ve . )( (;•:e- -:.:i ent~ona_ ~ra."'!ssr<:ss:o::.s to s:r.s l' i .c:i .:~ _ 

~ncu.Y, ;·1il !;rOITI a.no l.e»'ine ::isa ;:-ec on !'u,ds.;nt:ntal 1ssues, we can 

i-roviries <..!11: !':t. .. al !t:r:ty !tecessar; .~o:- !.!tt? sa.nr.ti;.ar:: , .ne ;..r)~sthood , 

cr.,,<..'!.c: . t O'..h !'ind t.hat !> !": ~f'se a,;ain~t 10' ~s ext!!nded to a v1ola:..:cn 

of tht.. Livine s'..;s•.utcs ap!)l:::ab]e :.o the noral rettlm of !l!JJT1a:1 relat.ions . 
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Fer bot.h men, th~ t.wo - fold of1'ering r~flect.s :.:i~ t.\>:o- 1 olci concern o f 

.!3i o:: ical J'1da:sm \\it.h 11vr al and le·::t.ical ;.•:r'ity . !!owever, thou,;!. 

teshuvah nay allo"' an ex).-ai1sion o f the copce,·t. o (" ex;..iation to a point 

whicn e.<cludes Lile ncce::sity fer cult.ic 0!'ferind, the ashar.. anu hatt at 

clearly demand cul:.k s=tcri :·:ce as ;..art of tr.~ µroces~ C'f EX. : at.:on an.: 

at.c:'!c:nent rcr t?"i <.ner :'!oral o=- i~·n. t.:cal · :-ans,;re.:i5 : vn . 

i.hen we ex.a;1int: :.he r aotinic t.:- .. a t.r1cnt u f r.~e nattat and asham in 

::.elt"cted nalakic a.no a .;gaai c ;'1id r ashim, ...-e find <"! :-artic1.l~· concern 

rf-.ssa~e5 whicn :-e-i;,resC'~.~ su1.,,l)na tion or e-t.n:ica: t.rar.sfr:irmat:o" o: t.!1.e 

ct..!.t. are cons;_,:ci:ously few . './•· rii ;ht :<t~: i: ute a corc·e!'n ":>r ae::..ail 

~nr. delineation o!" "Ulpat:::t.: ~o ;;ti;: co:t!'t:s:on ;.o:1:ca ccn:::ues .,,.·,er. 

a~t!1.JritiPs sePm ~o cc~ctntrate on the QUL!i.i~.~ ~ whc ex~ctl: is 

t.e:i: orar · : il lical scticlarsliil- t.r1a · L!lE nat.t.c.t w 1,:, c!'"e r :c in rala:.~cr. 

to: le,·ir.ica: c·.l~ic , u:-it.y a."1c tl1e ~ :'or ;..u::'iCci-:Or. ::!':-,oral 

Lrans;p-C:::!:.Or.S . :'tri::. c!c:ic: or.y -.c.y ~CC»W' ~ f r> r !.C:::e o :· tr:e :ailure Of 

m:. crashh. t.r<:cn~ !'or:--,<J r. : cr. , :1:. least ::1 r e .;w-c tc t..ne as!1a.'i ~•r' en \.>as 

st.r 'ii •h t "oi-,;a..r • :r :i~s . , 1:-:;_ .. o.,rie~at :0n . r:ie nav.a~ r.;,.y n.1·:e teen 

(') 'l-r::!..;-~~ec; :• r o:ner T' '::'.J.f-l">nS , 3::1ce ;;t; :: rri t 1 "-!'1 ;:,;' ·.he:-: fr'::..:! ~1, i.!J 1, .. , 

ccn . .;anct.:L ... :: •..;:t.h katpo.t'.:U!, S.: ::iay be tt1ai:. i-.a.;::-.~ti~r. c:.r.c ::'.ter s · ..:as 

dra\m to th: s mor e ·en~r~) an"' f·mda:1°ntal co:1:::c: ~ ~1 1 av::../ ::-"rn t.ie 



~oral ex;,,mplc !or mar. ~nrou5h Hl~ trea~ment of ttte cuJt . t nlike a k~~g 

o:' flesn and Ll:>od, :ie demon~t.rat.es no !'a·.•oriti sm t.oward t,be 17oup or 

toe b dividual , sincF! both t.ne annoin'..ec priest a"'lci the .!Jeople are r e 
- 1 

qui.r ed t o brin~ t.h e same sin offering • .> f:lrOUE;h Hi s cul tic or<.iinances 

:ie show::; cone er r. fC'r t.l'",e feelin5s even o~ the sin.n~r . Since lot.n t he 

sin o:te r:..'l ,s -:t.."1:J the ou.."!lt offeri.r.~ are sacri~ic eci :i:'i th~ same place, a 

sinne r neeci no~ be ;,uolicly e;q>oseri when he i s en,~aseCl i.J1 r eµe n:.ance . 32 

The shift f r om sacri~ice to forah study as :he sourc~ of salvat ion 

i ~ also vort.rayed in ~he ~idrasnic r.atn~nt. of t~e ha~ta~ . :n iractate 

Menahot R. : sa:-~c says : 

What is t.he si;;:ii:icance (Ltv . 6:18~ o~ the ver:e , ' This i s the 
Tor ah of -.he sin offer:in6 and t.his i~ 'he Torah o: t.he gu: 1t. 
offerm,; . ... '? ' (Lev . 7 :1) They teach · ha : ;::-ioe·1er occ~!-it?S 
himself witn t he study o f the la~ of the s~n o:ferin~ is a s 
t hou;h he -..iert: offerin; a hat tac , a110 •:noi:ve:- occtJ_, i es ni.'Tl
self wi tn the s t udy of~; ~ law o!' th~ ~uilt o:-:erin5 is as 
thou6h he we.re offe ring ar. asham. 33 

In the days af .. e :- th?. dest.ruction o:' t.he 1'e·'l} : .; , :ie study o~ 

n:.t.t..a~ <Uld asha.m a r c ru: ~·: 1led u;i.· t.h1. st: .c;.r o~ their r e ~:.iireme."'l:.s . 

The "unct.ior. of -..ne nat-tat in the =it.Ecc-.1 cult. · .. as o f t.en t.o ----
C.J.eanse the l Jraelit.e who had ac.,uir e'5 levit.ical :.r::-t rit..y . _t. is 

t houi5nt b:r some sc!'!ola!"5 :.nat.. Wle s : n n::e:-1ng <i~ :.nt: com~letion o!.' 

the vow o" :.tk :1azir was a desa."'lctification o: property wh:'.ch belon5ed 

t ~ . 3.i 
0 uOO . .-.r :_ .. ._e:-cst..in .; no:ra: =-a~s,j,;e 011 <.he nazi r fron :hmtbe r s 

~atta.i makes ulnost the op~csi"~ ~oint . 

1 :..:ld '!le snall' male~ .. ·.onem<>nt f o r nir. "'c-r :.!"lat ne sinned bv 
r eason or t he soi.:l . ' fiev . 6 : 2) That :s, on account .,r de- · 
filament b/ the d~ad . Ptis is t..he opi nion of R. Ishmae l . 
~. Eliezer say~ : On account of a s:n he has comm~tted a5ainst 
his own s-:i·Jl ; !'or ne has a f :lictec ;1ir.self t::-.1 depriving hi:m
self of w:i:ie . ' low ha ve we not an i!1fe rence cf a kc:J v homer . 
:r a nan ..r..o r;e,; rives r::.msel!' o~ •.he 1 le-asur e o!' ,,.,:_.,e r eqt.i r es 
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atone;·.;:n:., t:::w :":i.ol.'h the more so c. "'.an • • 1'> a::'!.icts m.;ns~ !.!' in 
32.l -:a:. t.ers . . r 

... ccora:.n.;; tc t!.~S nidrash, t.he n~~.irit.e cces not I 1.;c?:ne !.he sanctified 

property o:· .:;oo t!lroubh abst)nence . In fact, it ~s ' hE failur0 of the 

r.azir:te : o .1<>::.ak~ of Jod 1 s p·o,.,erty · .. ;r.:cn resul· ::; i"l t.ne liabHity o: 

to wine for 1,nP 1 re::e:-•rati or. ot mor . .1 sen s: u~ !.:t.ic, .; . :'he ~lacement of 

s:.ng inci1ca~e s i.h&~ the ·.-er.an wk: _ ~ chastF- :.•J :} keeps ;.,·,.c:,y :'ror w:ne 

·,·:.n r.e:-i • 

;;ar~icl l ·~ly a;..; 1·oorit..te f c::-: o:' :.i1c r:. :.~a) . .J~:::1cse t..hl?? use t :teir 

vci.:e!' :,n:: ~i!f: on .. ~•r.o sland~rs cce:-: ::-.c :. . :-:c:~.s .. · :;: s vo_ce ~ Gne 

vo:.ce COl'll?.S ':.O :.r ., · :ry i'1 r e6ar > :c "..nc c:..!1er .. 37 ~ .. :.e v.>ice of t.ne hire 

c.omti" to s.,-mbol:!.?t :.ht! voic~ a~ :.ne •)!1~ ·.;::a s:.cnct:-s me c:;.eccr:es c. ieI- -

ca:.ion ": ':.ne s...r.c:t:a!"y and ~ :-iesthocd . rernaps ir.c :::cs~ " >.'t.ensi·1e aJ.i -

pearance of t:1P natta-. in .>i..l li/Tlaterl form can re f ou.'1d in he 1::.<tended 

hoill:.l:.es ~ = ::unbcrs .?~t :.ian c<'ncern:r,~ \.ne ned:ic.:.t::on o:' t.he ::i:.shkan . 
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sacrificial of~er•ngs r..acn · r ibe ~s tnen described :i.~ ~he m:dr ash as 

symbolic of a par ticular t.neme. L.ach indj vi dual cull..ic ob ject or of-

f ering is symbolically inter~reted as reµresenta~ive of a par~icula.r 

as;:ect of the gen~ral t r i bal tnem~ . 38 
The ~oat of the sin offering 

appears. in alm::>st eve r y tribal list :md an e.(amination of i~s meaning 

reveals a stL.,,.,ary .:>f mos!. of i.he siciifica."1t elements of cul tic trans-

formation . 

Intricately ce~ailed descriµticns o1 the c\:lt.:c cer.ter were a si5-

nificant :art o f the roman~icizing of the cult which appeo~ed after ~he 

:::estructi~"n o!' t.he Second .!'emple . I'he treai111er.t of ~he :rib€: o!: S:i."'!eon 

r eflects the ir~luence of the romantic m~vement . lts ~ribal theme is 

the cor1·espondence of every gift with a conc r ete aspect o f the t.aber-

!'lac le . The .;oa r o~ tll~ sj!'l o!'fer:.n..; in -.~d s con:.ex!. i s a repr esenta

tion of tne ':.ent. i..•hici; ..ias const r ucted f r om goat skins . 
30 

1'houg.'1 the r.at.tat is useri t.o 1iurge levit ) cal i,-,,µuri t;; , ,.,.e have 

found i.?1 t.n:'..s trend o: miC ra5!:ic inter-t-re- <tl.fan ·.-r.ich r eaches back to 

:.itlica.1 l oots , that t!'lt< tnree mo ral tra."ls~essions of blc::>dsned , sexual 

le:wJness , anc ioolo.t.ry r itually oe:'ile ti.e cult . r-... is fitting , there -

fore , ~~~-... we find the hattat symboli zing the r edress of t~ese mor al 

sins :.-ri. this e,..tence:i :rnrii!.y . The .;oa· o!'!'er ed :>:r tne l.r:'..be of Benja~in 

r epr esents t.ne C!difj ce i..1dch Herod built as a:.onement fo r nis m..irder of 

The ;oat of .:uda.n symoolize~ ~,r.~ .·oc:t.skin coa t 

whi ch he ;... ::-esen~?d to his f at.her w!ie n he and his br other s commi t ted 

violence a~ai:1st ,toserh . ..il Re uben 's hat tat is offer ed -:.n r etient.ance .:>f 

hi& sexual tr:>r. .. i;ression w1 th i'ilan..12 and t.he .;oat. off e r ing .Jf Gad pr o.

vides ex~la~ion fo r the 2in of idol 'l.Q rship in ~~ypt.~j 

~e have learned t hat a variety ~ r nu,~a~ ac~:ons are capabl e of re -
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pl:!.oing sa::r::ice as ; ious ciecds ~·h:~h are pleasing before God . rhe 

sin of fer :.ng of Asher rei.•resents t.he crown of a good name !'or i t is 

achieved throu5h good cieeris . ~ Since r epent.ance and good deeds are 

"like a shield a sa:mst punishment , " they make atonement for man and 

secure expiation f r om sin. Study isJ ho~ever, also i~porta.nt since it 

providzs the moral instr uc7..ion for t..'lose w.ho do .sooc deeds . According 

to the theme of the offerings of tne t r ibe of Zebulun, the one who sup-

por ts t he scnol ar, as Zebul un did Issachar , is the most praisewort h] o~ 

all . !JS 

The ";;o- f old Torah a nc its s: 3f'lificance is t.h!! centr:.1. theme of 

the of: erings of the tribe of ;ssacnar . ~6 The full irl~act of the 

midrashic t.r ansfor mat.1on o!.' he cult ca.11 µer~aJ.·S oe best ~c.sped th:-ou5h 

3 full ~resentation of ~1e homiletical trea~ment or the dedi~a~ory gifts 

o: this tribe . We h<tve demonstr ated in previous chapters the shift in 

ernpnasi$ f r oM thc,. cult t o :.ne fora.Ji as the source of a·J:.no:rit.y an<i sal-

vat ion . !.n thi:.; nom:.ly, the first. cul t i c ,~ent.er is trans~osed into the 

comµlet~ traQ:t.ions and ~nstitution 5 o:: ~ne two- fold ?orcih . The sjlver 

~ 'j7 
di sh :-epr e se!'l ts t.u: en t.:5 re lft":"i t ten an . or al . or ah . : t. s we i .?;ht , 1)0 

shekels , eQuals tne sUJ11 of tnc written Torah f 2u \ ,ooks ) pL~s the oral 

'Jb 
!orcili a:1d t.ne t.-..ienty- six gene:-at.ions f r o; i.dcl!1 o :·.oses w~icn pre-

to the 5em4tr :a of W:ne anc to t he seventy modes o~ in~erµretation of 
le 

Tcrah .~ Just as :.he basin is made of silve:- , so, t.oo , accordir.g to 

5C 
?scl.m l:? : 7, are the "'or ds o:: Torah as pi re as silver . :'he basin and 

t he dish r e:.resent the On-?. Goo who t~as given the one Torah . The por-

t r hyal of inese ~wo vessels ::ull o:: flour, tells us :.hat t.he oral ar.c 



~Tiiien ~ora~ are f\:.ll ~r completely without contradiction .
51 

The meal 

o~fering , or ~inh~ , like ine s t udy of Torah ano ~ovc deeds, is a nahat 

~ l r h · 
52 r l d · h r uach, a source of µ easure o:- t e Creator . · he 40 en pan wh1c 

repre~ents the t.at les of t.he covenar.t , has tne weight. of t.en st1ekels , 

~hich is :.he nW11ber of the commandments on t.he tablet ~jven by God .
53 

I'he gift of incense si&ni:ies the fra&rance o: the bl) co~.mandrien~s 

5.J 
wnich are cont."\ined W: tnin the 10 t:olTll'\ananents . i'her e are 620 letters 

frorr. first to last . v1hen we subtr act 7 l~tters which sj'Tllboliz.e the 

S'"ven days of cr ... ation , we nave t.he- .:>".lrTI of 6:iJ . ~:1:.s combinaU.on 

t.e<tches us that nly :or t.c.e sake ol .. ne 111er ?t. of' :"or .1h was the world 

cr eat.ed . 55 

Sac:-i!'icial anirlals rei- re_e~t :.:-11:: :-ec:i~ :e::n.s o!" the Torah . l'he 

:n:.llock syrnboliz.es t.ne pr :ie .... t :y clan, :..he r a.-: t.he le·::ites , t.he _amb t.ne 

Israelites, ai.a tne gcat the t.rue converts. 56 .,s we have no~ed in re-

5ard tc :.r.e ~eace c::erin~, tne two oxPn d.!"e ihe Sc~~?~ures an~ tne 

''i S!"'-- 57 ••- a.& •<l • 

ar~ fi \'e eacn, corns:->onc Lo ~he f olJ.owini; t nre1: ve:-ses at out the Torah 

~n:ch ~or.~ain :.~o ~nrases each ~~tn :-:ve ~o:-cs ~~iece . ~ach ~= tne six 

Y :-~es descr1t..:r c..r:e o:~ !.nC! six o:-t~ert: o:' tne t'.iSJ.;,a a."l•; accordinJ to 

~ . rn.:ihuma , t.11js i ~ the:ir si,;n~ ficance : 

~:asnir.- - ' :"1,1: 1.s..- of :,r.e Lord j s ).,et ·'ect. rest.or:...r..; the sv:.;l 1 

fl', 1!r. lC: ~) (~ . e . , keep:n~ :ria:: :"rol". i .ora:::y a·vl 
:~at.ll) . 

Zera':.·-.--' nc ~e~t.i"':Or; c!" I.ht: !.or'! is si;:e 1·,:.kin.; wise :ne 
Sim! le: (rsallll lo :e) ( i.e . , !'aith in t.h life of the 
~orld leads °'"~ ~ so~ seeds) . 

1-:o' ed-- ' :'he : r ece}Jts of the Lord a:-e r:..;n:. r<> 4oicin& tlle 
r.r-1:1.rt ' (t'salm )C : O () . e . , :.he .~oy o:· "ecit.:.vc.ls' . 

Kor:ashim--' The commandment o!' :.he lorci is ;;ure en :.ii;h:.eniJ1r, 
the eyes ' (! slilin io:o) (j . e . , ;.; rovid~n; the li ~ht 
and inst.rue:. ion .. c d:..st5n ;uish ber.·..-een he holy anri 
J ro,.a.ne) . 



Tonarot--' The fear of the Laro is clean, er1d.Jring forever' 
(.t'sa.un 19:10) {i . e ., it proVides t..11e 1:apaci.ty to 
distin{!"llisn between we clean and t.he uncle an) . 

Nez.ikin- ' The ordinances of the :.Ore ar e true. t.hey are 
r ifllteous altorPther' (Ps<J.Jn 19 : 10) (i. e ., t.hey 
cont<..:.:l t.he ch·il law:; and witniP ti is order are 
tne majority of civil laws) . 56 

The •mimals rep:-esent t he ve:-ses of :'oran and the verses o.r :'orah sym-

bolize the or deri:; of tnE Mishna . God mention~ t.hes e ver ses in this con-

text to shew that. tlle:.• are t.he essent ·.~ls of Tor ;in e:nd thc;t He commanded 

to Mos es botn the written rild oral To:-ah a :.!:e same time . 59 

we beFan with a rev~ew of the literatur e of co~temporary Biblical 

sct!ol<>rshi~ concerninr the ~at.tat c.nd ~ of:' erinrs . i,..·e found inat. 

tl1ey ar.: complex a.."ll'i ofter. con:'usinp , but of f r ea!. sifnific ancc as t ne 

tW:) excl\Jsively ex:ti at.o:-y O!'feri.."1fS in t.lle nibJical c.11i . hhile Wlrrom 

:.he ha t.tat a:; an o!'ferinr of rit ual nurific ation &no tne c.s~1arn as expia-

::.or. for morc::l iresnass ;;Lich ..ncluoes no:. or.ly t.ne ai\'ir1,,.- l,uman relat.io!'l-

si ip , but. al5o c!ivirie s~at.l.t.es r-eru;..at:.:y relat.:5..on~ ber....-eer. r. ~m'-'• bei."'lr.; . 

:'11ourn "''e nave ver.r i ew cxampJ es of t.11e subl:..Tir. t !;,:, :.r.:: mo:-al t.ransfor111-

a -.icn o:' -.ne na:.:.1 ;. , :..!'H? c1ust.er ..-n:c:. ""e do r.:;.ve concerr-.inr Lile ::ierJi-

cativn of the mish;c?n is ! ;..rt.icul<:rl,;,- ~ir:i ificar.... . \\ itnin t...iiese c omrlcx 

bloodshed, <r.d sexu::ol :ewr!r.Pss . Inciudecl :Us:> .-:-e r ood deeds , sul"'lport. 

cf sc.:ii:l;:rs a:.r. t.ne study of ror an as sacr:~icial o:'fe:-inrs wn:cn l'P.,l; ce 

t..n· r it.ual sacrifi-::es of t.~.e 1 ries:.ly cul • ThP extend~d !'lir1r::;s:;ic ex-

:-an~.:.o:i of the oedic?t.ory ri.fts of '..r.e t r l be o ~ I!':sacha:- s;"leak nerha,.,s 

labeled tne '':rnhl imation rnd moral t.1·F.ns ror111a-t. io:1 c :~ Lne l;ibl ical cult . " 
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!:.very type c.f ri r~ual offering, from si.l ve: utensils Lo sacr1 ficial ani

mals, is trc.n~forlll9d into a repres~ntat)on of the !orah . Israel ' s firs~ 

cultic jnst.itut1on and source of salvatio~ and r~li;1ous authority is 

completely t r ansfor med int>:> tile ins•. i tl;tions ar.d t r aci tjons of the .,Tit

t.en and oral Torah in t.hese r al..hin ic homilies . 



rnnu s.i •N! rn•;e re ·"i e•,.eJ ;.ue t.r 1s "ormat: on o: ~he rna.;o:- sacrifices 

3f the : it-lical cult , our sti..ci:r w-:>~o not be complete • .. ithout an e xami 

nc:t) r: o:· 7.:ie tr:.:at:ient :i: :!'le ct.lt.ic c1mt.er . ·.:-ne s::eer LuL1< o:- 1TJa':.er1cl 

in the rcra..1 r:o:icerni!'l _; the dio'1ens: ons and mr ierials of tne :iishkan 

snculd alert. us •,o j ts overwnelJ:iinr, i· .. orr.cs.nce . .;once.r ning the! 6Tand

ew- arici beauty o:' Litt! Ten.r' _e ;;, ic., 1;;vent:.ual:/ rt:~la.c~d t.ne i1iSrLk.1...rl as 

t.h~ center of h:r:.u:!.ite reli1r'.0:·1 , i.. · lso n .. •:a e.r.t.t:·-:si·:t: c~::c:-);. tic:is . 

c~nter , we find 1.r.a:. : t. :.s t.. .. e misnkan a.1d not. t.ne Te!'"1~lo:? -..-r.:c:!1 :-ecei ·1es 

:r.e -;a,ior .ocus o:' rob1..:..-iic atte:'lt:on . _t. :s i.at: o:"'ir;ina: l..r.s:.itution

alizat.ion vf <:Jltic ~acr:fice \\11:.cn at..t.r:..cr,s t.11e r.r:orasnic im11_;i nat:i or. 

a.1d carrier . ;,n· co:r.cern fo:- :.t:£: ::-Jlt:c cer:· :'!r :n • :1e racoinic liter '-1-

:.l.re . :'ne ~ .... ttmcieo ho:ii 1: e. o;' the l:.s~ c:.~1,ter and i.,,e :'ir. t t;is..:a 

c: the i esk:.L:ta J.: :t.s·; ~;a..'1ana c :ea.'!~ ·. · ""5 :.., ~i.e :.nc:t. ':.uti 0!'1a!5 iat.i::::i of 

:.ne c1~J.-:-.ic Ct!~7.er ho!.h re:~er t:.ck :.o • h~ oe ·1ce· :o:: :.f t.ne mishkan .
1 

"his T1ay re ~le<-7. i.ne :act i:1;i ':. •,nf' rc--p:e :o? s :,c ~ r:: rec tl., a?1 e ~ · . .;±th

:n ";Ot: CO!lte:;;.t o:' '..l1C f:.e took~ O~. ;c;.;,CS, :tr.C t..le fe!lt o.:" :~eetin:;; :'1'.:St 

:.nere!' )~e !l~:"\'e ;;,~ a s_.-:-.tol :'or ~:.. !'~:-;.:e . :t '1a·• l.:>c re:'lect. tne 

:ike c.r:;,- rorr,d.flt.ic.:::m sou;; .. t. ;:.o ret.u-n t.o i:r;c._:es o:· antil;~it.y 1dtn 

ancient r oots . rni5 r o:1a"lt..: cis!"'1, ·,;.He :.r.c::..c:.n; :.'lo:. cosmic ortrayal 

o!" t:ne !el'l1--: I! w1~: en we wi.Ll s<•e lei ·.er rn t.no cna.;.. :.er , focu sea much nor e 

:ne ~iC: .., lie •• o~ilies er. tne syr::.o!.is:1 o!' I.he ient. o!' .:eetJ\~ . 

7o 



de~irin~ to down!lay its rec~nstructjon , it ~ay have bee"'! safer ond 

mor e soothin~ to talk about the merit of tne ori~i11al c~ltic center 

than •;ne :'em: le ·,;::!.c:1 :~a.C been =~ore rccc'ltly conqt:erea ano dPst r oyed . 2 

:::ieVaux iJ1forr:s lJS ;;.n.ai. i"alesti"lian Seiqi tic sanct'l.aries date back 

t c a::. leas .... },l-..,J :. . C. t:. cm<J t.n~::. tne~: ~.-ere cft.en assoda<.ed ·.:itn \>a<.er, 

t . . . .> 
~ees , or n1;n :-aL~s . A t11eoµnany et sucn a Si ;;.e rii ;ht nc:.ve been 

marked b? some !'o:rm ;jf cor.st.r uct.:on s1..c :1 '1S a i- i .-.:<.r or an .sl r.ar . r. 

mor e elabor ate rerJ onst! :ni ,·nt :iave ~een tne const.r uct ion o~· c.. co:i, let.e 

tem~:e , a CUilc:n. en a .'lo::r :;jte in .m:. ... n . l!bl1~ ·,.:>r~ni Wt.iula oe r e-

~<il ,. . .J 
pea~e y , er_ornea . 

3eer sneba '1re pa:-r.)c11:ar1:.' associar.ed with r...1e rer'iod ci' :.ne pat.ri

i: 
arc~s . ' :'nese '"li:.:,' .w·. a oeen ~anaa"'l: r..e re:.: b: 01..s cer.r.e r s ":ti c:i ·.:e:-e 

taken over by lsr~el · te v:orshl!' 1.."10 cf'ntir.ued ir.to t.ne f'l~Y!' o: t.ne 

•1 
:<!uteron"·1ic •:ri · e r s . I"ne OP.::er:. seine· toary . :.ne .. : s .• 1:;.:-: :>r o!'lel moe:i 

!.s assrcjateo ~·ir..n tne "iese r:. v.- fl nderin.;s a~te:- :1i-> exoo·.s !To:. ::..ifpt . 

·:e 11ve :-.c ::r.cient co::. cr iJJt.ion of : ._ , n.-: :.n ~ :-iain .:> urce o~ our know-

ledJE comes fr"lrr. r.:w : riestl,1 wT".iters . ~ne ark .Jn:i t! ~ Tent of MeetL"'li; 

~·e . rot .:Ol/ c :' ;reat an:.i~~it,i cmo 'tt. .,era:::.- oc i.:"1det?c da<:.e Lack to 
c 

:h' ~eriod of ae• .?rt. . :heir , :>rt:rd: ,.l i:-i :.ne 1 :-ies l.f docu.-:£:n':.s is 
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Law .10 
o!" t.r.e The Secora Ttm~J.E , \Lie~ w<..s cons:r ucted in various 

st.:t5es after Th(! r e!.urn "ror e.l.ile, r eflect.s t.ne i."la..;er ; o!' the First 

ll 
Te~~le as tne s=at of ~iv::..ne ~resence :.i.r.o tn~ s:,::n of divine e leciion . 

xs i.e r:.ent.i oned previotJsly in :.ne int r oduc t ion , thoush some may 

would h11ve oeen sorit?wnat. o f Gr! enbarr assMent. t.o t.he ciev~lof.>i."'ls demi-

12 
no.nee o!' t.n~ :haris;.5.c i a:::ty after iis l'love t o Jan.,:a aft.er 70 C. [ . 

'-Ionetheless , we do f~r:c a r e111!1:e r omani:.icism :;t : !11.; :.i!T:e 01 !ts e>:is~.-

ence or snortly aft.er :. t.s :'all wh1 ch r r ows s:.r on,;e1· ir. the years ti1at 

fo::ow it!' oef:r .. ctfor. . I:;:s .s r.o .. •r. :sue::, ..n~ 1-\e fine s:!'.il ·r Lend-

~ncies in o:her cultures . fne cos:-ic s.:,rmcol:.sn 0 1 . :;:.lo a.nd Jose!'haz 

is ·1~ t. U."'l-ike tone : ortr a:.·al ::!' :.::e LE: ;e:1ris 01 Lucian at:out. -:.he Te:'lf.>le 

f ., . , . 1) . . • - . d " :ner~;>o-:.s . ar::·~;: , ... •s .c::._ r. ... , ects o! t.~~ . e:-.: -~ .ire 1 :.c~~e 

:.u ::.i n o:· ccs1:c s ~ :n:.!"5cance . 

~- ., a~ ..,. o ... o ;_on:c...-; c~rt a~., , ed)r o:i ::t!'e. • · • t i ~e .!" 1 !'!::<> 
l!nen, ·-n1 :.r U"let , ·mn .t.rrile , no);'.:. c or.te-:-":.• .. :·e ti..,t. · .. •as 
truly w_:-ider:'\.l . ·:or·. h:i s ·,)X't.\::·o: • c ·.1.Cr~ ;.-it.not.t its 
lllYS~:ical in:~r,..rt:!tat :: on , '_t, -.a.;: i:i K:_'1C Of ~ "10 ;e or t.!1e t:ni".rerse; 
f or I.• tne: scarl~t. nere seemeu :.o te en: Tiat.ica!.l.r s: ~nified 
fi r e, t.r ti:e fir.e flax ... 1: eari .. n , t.f !.r.e :lue t.:ie ·,i.r , and by 
th<! f;uryle the se::11; two o: t.nen n. vin; -:,ne j r colors ~.ne found 
ation o~ tn: s resembl~'1ce: tut. t.n· !·: '1e !"l<•X _.,c: ti':e 1 ur:. le ha\•e 
-.r.e1r o;;n or:.~:.r. f o:- ~·1at. :ounc<:sti::i·1, :ne .. ,.r l.h _. roaucin.; t.he 
onu il'l" • ne !'ea t.ne ot:1er. i' :1: s "'-r:a:-. .we also er t r " ioer ea 
u; on it a::!. i.,ar. was ·vst.ical ir: t.ne ncavens , exc~: ti:'l[ that of 
th,:; ( twehre s1 ;ns re, r ese:it:'..ng li vin; c r eat.\.res . . . . ·:ow the 
sever : · ":: s s~ ;ni fied • ne seve11 ! la.net.:; : fo r S'.:> :i;.J • · ne r e were 
s"r:i:.::.n.· c.;t. ., : ·,::° Ctindles:.ick . ::o., •J .i ·~ t.\\el:c lo&•:es :.nat 
.. t?re l: .:.1. :.r.e ta":.le sisn:.f:ec :.h c~rc:e ? '° :..1e z-:;o:ac ::..., :i t.:le 
~-tr : tu~ ~ ... ~ a-ta:"" of ince::se , t...: : t.!; ~ .. ! ... Tl.._ er: Ki.t:d~ o! .... sweet 
srr;ellin5 s, ice~ w:: tu l>:nich t.1e se. re1 le"l:.sned it , s:. ·n: '.'ied 
tnat Jod :iz :;ne- : assessor of al: t. •• !r.;::; :nrt.. ir e ::ot 11 in t11e 
uninhati<,alJe WIC L.tit;.ble :Jar :.s of •ne eB.!':.n , C..."'\C .,,,:. :.::ey 
a:r._ al: t.o te .e .ic:s•eo t.o ti~s usc . l_. 

111? m:.;ht be t.e.11 !.cd to sa/ t.!1a: t.ne r eason t.1\~ s/rr.1.Jolis of .Jcse:mus 



is so si.~ila.r to t~a~ of Lucia.~ i s th~t ne ~~s wr iting for a rielleni stic 

audience . It. i s imnort ant fo r ttiis reason to note that cer tain Talmudic 

sa;;es also attached cosmic si511ifica."'lce t.o the Temµle . We fi.11d in 

Nwnbers Rabban that ''the Court surro1.1nds "t.he Tern!-le just as the sea 

15 
sur?:"ounds th e ;mr ld . 11 Another socrce o:' similar ir1a.,;ery is t r actate 

Su..l<lca . ~nen :terod wanted to coat the walls of tJ1e Temple with gold , the 

Sa;;es dissuaded him fo r the;• said t hat, ihe white and b l ue marble r esem

lb 
rled the ... ave s o:' t he sea . A portrayal o:' the Temple in cosmic ter ms 

l5 also at t r i buted to the se~ond century Sa~e . Pinhas ben Yair . 

fhe raber~acle ~as made t o corres;..or.~ to the cr eation o:' tne 
world . . • . ~he heaven , ~he earth, the sea ar e '-ill houses hith 
bolts . fhe house of t..he Holy of :iolies wa:s l'iade to cor respond 
to the hi 5hest heaven . The outer Hol y iicl..=P was made to cor 
res~ond to the earth . ~d the Courtyar d ~~s made to correspond 
to the sea •• • • 17 

fhe fe.'11:-le was , nowever, 1iot. mer ely equi.-1ale:1t to tne outer reaches 

and elements o~ .h ~ cos~os . :t was alsv sy:nbolicully re~resentalive o~ 

the va.r!.cn;s asµec J:J of t~e aarthly hW'tla.'l be:.n~ . ,Je 1·ead in Bereshit. 

rVibbat a i : 

:r. 1.he :tour .. :her ,.he ,oly One olessed b~ :fe said :.o ~oses , ' Make 
me a :.er,-;;ile , ' .·'.oses .;:.id , 'ifow snal:: :. kn.,..,. no"' ::.o r.ake i t'i ' 
fhe Holy Qpe blessed be He said , ' Do not 5e t ~rig:ite,edj just as 
: r:r eated the worl d an.~ your body, even so will :rou innke the 
fabe r nacle .' :1ow r<o .,,e know that this is so'.' You f::1d in the 
T~bernacle :.nat the beams were fjxed :r.to :.he sockets, ar.c in 
the Cody the ribs are f:xed intC t.he ve~te~ rae , a.r.ti St in the 
world the mcw.tains are fixed into the founnat~ons of the ear th . 
L"'l the 'l'aoemacle the Learns were covered with ~old , and in th~ 
body t~e ribs .re covered witn flesh and in th~ worjd the moun
:..d.ns a!"e C"ver-ed and coated ....: t,h e-ar!.h . .:r ·.he 1'abet:iacle 
':here ;;e r e :-.ol ~s :n <:.he beams -.c. k~ei-' t he:.i uµri~.'.lt , <-11u ir. tne 
wcrJd t-rees 1.ir.d ;rasJes art:- dra..,-n 'i r. :.he eatn . :n iue :'eoer
no.cle t.here .'.lre han.;iu~~ t.o cover the top and loth its s:des and 
in ~h~ world ~he ~~av~ns cover ~he eru·tn ~~ cotn :ts sides . In 
the :'[;.~r.iacle :.he veil rih·idec ret;.·ee-n 1.h.. lol:1 } lace anci tne 
:iol:r o!" :.iolies and .:n the bo~y the diaphragm d~vides tne haart 
from the st.om:icn «!'le! in the worJ 1 i:. is the firmament ..-hicn 
di vicle s betwePr, the uµµe r wa :.ers Md tne lc\ler waters . •. , 15 



to 

::.:~ cos:-ic ' J ~.:: : . ...;'!...: :::-:.t:ol:isr: , u.t.il:.7.r:t.! :r. ~1 !? : ort.ri:lyal o~ t.ht: ct.lt 

is sur.rnariz~d :i..1 :.::r. ;':mhu...--:a ·,.nen ii. Jt.<:1.'?s :::at 'the Ter.role <:orrt:sponcs 
10 

to uhe ,,uolt 1..:0r lc and tc Lhe c reatior o: nan who is .;;. small world . " i 

strated to n~ve s;r.ibolic si1;n1 ficanc e , :.he s::r1oolic i11tE>r~1ret.a .. ~ons 

2C 
~ere idle s!ecwla_i~r. . :::e ri:ua:. cf ~ater 

libat.j .:ir. at ::>-.:<~:o: : r o,· id~.j an importar.t e.·.aI'lj.Jlt o: t:-it: rolat.icr. s/.ip o: 

reli~:ous rit.ua: :.nd c".>::nic i:'.o..,;ery . )ur:.:1.; t!'ll :'ee::-~ ,.,!' tr.e i'aLernac:!es 

;..ne cover in~ c: :.nt; a: tar wi t.l1 !>Tee:" t:ir.a:-.:::!':es :n :-e~ r csente:.:.i("r. of tnt: 

The r elat :i onsn1 

1.1· coun :.erf u:rt . ·, .. r ead ir, E:xodt.:.s :iablah : 

~ . !«~~ .... ~k:a..'l tJc;o..r. : '~:.ins..._ -O:'C .-.:: :.:.E ~r:~:.:>.:ss , and ~=~e po.,...e;, 
ar:-: :he . .;lor.:; . .• :C'r all +:.:lt 's ~~ ·.r~~ !:ed·:e:-~ ··:-. ~, -~'.:' e. ... rt'.:. 
'ilO "71 1~ne) ' ( J. ~::.r_:-i . t:'.:l : ll :',...1.! ":_:. :ir.d ·.1u' everyth::-• .; 
:ic..C ,.. ·~. ~r_.:;' 1 :T. ~c-a·1;>? ·~p h .. ·s i:.:• o :;c-.~:i:d Ql, Part,h . .. . :tef~r

rin~ :,c !*eav'!!r ,"T! r :-;,;:.J , • :'~. e -~r::: 1 s :::- -:1 ~ ·.ol:· :.e~f:le < i-s . 1: : . ' 
a::r. 'l!'". a:~:---:,:- ,.e !~~~d, •:·,...A :::.. .; · .. ::..: :-:-"":e..:t su:. ·.:: ":-. ... :s sea .. ty 
the rtoor; os- ,:· ·;.e t-":.; le ,..,,· ·~c :.er~' : . .:::..-.. l : c) . •. . ,·.!:a;;. :s 
:-:o:-e , r>oi;e ·.1ia~ "- :": hdo•·: ~re iear~ r · ·:m · no..:1 those alovi: . 
;,,s u ';-or-:' :·o:. car :o~e t:.·n ~-= ] .. r. -: ,-~t: r..: .:r: ;:: rm '1 ~ -h .inc .:ics
"'e!'"!rle-: :r: ~":~!-' :i:::-r; __,., ::e t.!1::.: :,.;~:--,.~ 1e: .... w, .-c ..:. --··=, ' n.:1.:!. :et 

} . • •• · , ,. "":::-.:: 2 ... 
~ner. ::,.; ~e- ... t:: .:. ~a: .. c· .. ..:.~~ ..... , • ~& ...... _ :-."-.· ... ~-,;~ .... - ri:-• .J!"" • .; :.;1e.-:. . ,-X . t:., . .... 1 • 

:'lo11e:. . 

i. :-•• ri: t:. •n ••• •. -: 
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. . 2J 
t.o ref,.1E':11Sll t.he ~a:-tn . ~ut thP waters ~m)ch :1re ~der the remple 

are 8lso a so'l.4rce or 1 rir1ordial chaos , held in c!1ec1' by the l-'resence of 

t.ne cultic cenr.er . !t ::s tne :'er.rt1:e ,;nich :-reserve!> :~e •norld ' s stabil:. -

ty. 

Rabl..i J onancsn said ... ' ":1en :avid !l!_; t..'le it :t.ne:\. :s per!-er:oicuh.r 
s:-iafts r eacni ,,; dm·:n under the Te:nµle to the Deeµ J , tne Deep r ose 
a.nd t.hreate~ied to subMer ..;e the '1-:orld . "ls :.nere anyone , " inquirea 
David , 11·,::10 knl'\ws wnet.her it is . er;"!) t";".ed to inscribe t.ne great 
Name u:-ion a sner d ano cast :. t in!.o the Deei :.n<::. its •,:aves should 
subside? " rnere was none wno a."'!swere~ a ~oru. .:>aid :>avid , "Who 
ever kno ... :s :.ne answer and does not. s!"'ealc , 1na:; ne ~e s\:.:focated . 11 
Whereu;:>cn A.hitOpilel. •• said i:.o hiJii , "It is ,...erriitted . " (David ) 
thereuµon i."'lscri bee the ;reat ~laJlle ut1on c. $.1erd , ca:>t it :into 
the Dee. , an . it Sl..bsided s:ixteen t.!1ousa.nd cuL:i ts . :. nen !'le SCJ.W 

tha";". :.";".ha:. st.lsideo :.o s·c:-i c:. ;reat. e:-: :.ent, ne saic , 11 i'ne nearer 
it is to tne (sur:ace of , ~ne ~o.rth, th~ L~tt.er :.nE e:~rt.h ca.~ ce 
wat.e r eci . 11 ;ma :ie ut teri.:d tne ti :"teen scni;s of c.scent. and t.ne 
Deep r eascended fiftt:!en t.ho"t;sc.nri cub:..ts and r e:nained one thoHaand 
CULits (below the surface) . 1 2~ 

fh5s s!'ler d ~. s ~so : :.c:.urea :i.s a. :-ock , :.!I~ e ·.·cn sr.~t:...-a.."'l , ·..-:1:.co .,:as 

:o~-ncation :;tone oeca1:se c..ccoro:r. · :.o i.ht "'icr s .• , ";".::e ·,,·o:rld \\as ~oun:Jed 

upcn : t . 
25 ~le fino ·~lse \.!:1e r ~ in .:-'e!!:.kt~ ce F:.u.v Kahana a r .~~rence to 

t.ne s~a.'b:.lizi.'1 • ef.!"ect o: · !.t: ct;::.i c c e :'\ter . 'fn'? ::.r st. ~ o: -.r. i s 

rede~ic'ltion of ·,n• .:ieccnri fe•'lyle b;.• · : e :iasmoniam, . Its sub,iect , ho'\\-

ever , )s t.:,e r.ec:ci~:or: c:' :.r.f: f: r st. cul:.ic cent.er o:~ i.r.e e~t.ire .eople , 

:.:ie deser"t. :1is~k:u1 . fnis a"'lc:ent r~ae:ces~or o·~ tne re111i le ~ s J.i rture~ 

}n r e.;c;r c 0 '..1: S S~'Tle ·:e r se , .(. t.leazer 1 .. ."1 I n. J ona.nan n?d a 
".iif:e re::.ce ~ f ~j :..--:: or. . rt . EJ.e<tZer to".ltt ...:.• ~ ·ores , 1 i:. \\as or. 
:,l".f"' CC>/ :.u.· .O::.es or ot. ·.!I. <i.'1 e :m ' :: l.., • : 1) ~s ,.. r o··ir. . i - o.-

0!" • : s c '" ' :.. ~.... r.s c • c ~n &.: 9'! !9 __ • 

':? . .. •.: -:• r:;.. 1 
:'. u:" ~· ·A-- r.o e·:i: tnin~ be!'a.l: 

n"i t..1lc!' ~.1..: ..: .. o•.c: f'.lr. co.,e n: ·r, b;• r13 ,:. 11 o .. :. . ..:, · " 
.:. . : : 10) 

.~ ... ~s 
:..h.:e, 
nt. ' . . . 



:t , J.mc.nan -.lsc. differs w:th R. Sir1eon ben Lakisn for R. Johanan 
took t.he " .:>r ds , 1 It ·..i~s on t.he day tnat J:oses br ought to an end,' 
as 1 r ovin;; it was en this day tnat enf:li t.f came to an e"ld in the 
~orld . Until the Tabernacle was set up , ther e was enmity, 
jealousy, rivalry, wran~ling , .,nd dissensjon iu the wor ld . 
,!,nd the yr oof? !'he vers~ , 1 He will s~~ak ~eace untu H~s people 
. • • wnen (by Means cf tne Tabr;r nacJ.e , God ' s) ,;lor y is maoe to 
dwell :n 01.r : ... nd . ' (Ps . ::5: 0- 10) But Si.rieor. ber: Lakisn s:rid: 
' Why dra-,: :31.Jch an :..1µ1ic&tion f r 01'. ~c. ::'c.r a1:ay in Scri!Jture 
when I CCll!l find :t. in tho:: iCiSS~~e ~t nanc? ' I'he Lorc • •• ; ive 
thee ~eace 1 (N\..ritt . 6 : 26) immediately ;>recedes , 1:t was on the 
dci.;; that Loses trut.5ht to an end t.ne so::tt.in~ \.~ of the Iaber 
'laC'le . 1 (:lwib . 7 : 1 ) For as rl . Joshu-: citing R. Simeon ben fohc-:i 
;iointec out , !.11~ tex:. 1Jes r.o· .. s~n, : • .- sa/ 1 se1;tin~ t.J: o:' t~e 
f<1ternacle I but CiCt\:all_; S<J.j'S1 I SCtt:.r-.5 \..~ Of ( J..'10ther / u!On!]: 
\:ith tne 1'acernilcle . 1 i .n&t. t.as t.c. ' e ther ' set up ::alon; v.:::tl. 
the Tabernacle? It. w.,s t11e eart.ll t11·t. ;.as set up witn it. . 
1.inti: the Tabe rr.ac l e- \o:<iS set Uf. 1 '-llC ~art.'l \,.'aS \..nSL;lrle . C 
tSter t.ne i'<..te=-nc..c: c ·..;c.s set t.;.. , t.:-.e ea_.-tn oeca"'.e sr.able . 2 

nat.ural :·orces cf c!1ac~ , ; \..L.3 .in end to t.nt! :.r:!·:t.~nce cf ~t?r.on::. , c:.na 

\.l' ' • ~ •I 27 t!ste: ... 2snec • o:- a .. e:n .... ~ . 

~ince .:I~ r-..fc..rs :.o ~...-e!: ~r. .. artn , the ~·lo1ce ?f .-f:.s 1.ali tc.t ion 

:.tlt: ~.ells c: !.li , ... ,! c:. .-.,s cens.ct!r ec so nw-c l..O - ~r ·t.!, C ':t!':S ... S~t: C! .. 

cot!'! i·:: i..l.. .1 <!r.d !1<:.'l'"tlJ. :ro.r: ~~rt.:!S~ ~n . 
.-::!': 

7nc 1 oje!'ilcr. tne a.:..ta.r t.11.TOU ~h 

·he::r d!sre~:.cro :or ':.he :·r opP-t' . r oc.e :urt? o: :-"it n_ c: er'ni; r: . Sar: . 

"<; 
2 : :2- 17) ' 'l!'lri : .• :--''~; •• ;.!:e:r ::cert:""'IJS la .. :r1; • :t. .. -.:o~er w •• C' c:'.d 

se:-v ice J t. :., :1" r .,- ) )..: 2 : .:;;) . 

cf 1.he ..:eatll of """ . :-ie!:tl.v .,Jns of ... c..roi , :~.:cav J.nc ... b;'...:n. . ".:lt! no 

en t.ne:.r i:.:-c.:.s_:ress:'.ons :.r.c_ u-:s tot-11 o: ti ese cat.i: ;ories c. :~ C,enaV:.or • 

. t . I • • .:. o : ~hi 1 a .. s .. io ~n r.ne m.:.m? o;· .~ . ·osJ.UC. o: Siknir. , c: t.:nf; 



R. kvi : .t.tlron ' s so'ls were -:.a ken tA:cause of four offenses , 
the :µenalty for eacn one oein~ death . Death was decreed for 
.-.aror: ' s so::is because t.hey enter eo tne 5anctuary havin~ tasted 
w'ine be:ore:~and , alt.hou1~h Scrit-tLN" saJs , 1 Lr i nk no "ine nor 
str on6 drink ... that ye die not .' (Lev. 10 :0) (Leath was de 
creed for tn!.m) l.ecause t-hey entered the Sanc;tuar y w1 thout 
was!iin,s their feet ano hwids , thou ;h Scriµ t t:r e says , 1 Aar on 
and his s:::ns snall wc.s!1 ·neir nands anc feet ' (l:.x . JO:lc) and 
$Oes on tc SJ..Y , 1 ',fuen •he.; JO int.o the ':'ent o:' l.ee:tin-; ~hey 
shall ..... ash "ith ..-?.t.er, tnat -.hey cije not ' (Ex . ) 0 : 20; . Dea.th 
was c!ecreeci :or naron's sons because tr:ey lacked the pre~cribed 
number of gar:"lents , c: ,:Lich Scr:.1n.ure S«?S , 1 (~he3e .;...rnents) 
shall Le ul"on ,,aron , and u:.on nis sons , '.·.1 en t.ne:t· ·o in untc 
the Tent of heetin~ •• • tn~t t..ney oear P-:>t ini .... u:ty anti die ' 
(Ex . 2b :h3) . v.hat ~a.rn.ent aid 'I.hey lack? :'ne; lack~rl t he 
r oLe of ·.m i en ~cri!Jt.\.l re says , 1 It. £nal:. Le u:--on Ro..ron to 
minister, ,._')c: t.he sound (of the bells) thereon shaD Le heara 
..-11C?n Of' _;oetn .:.n t .. ntc t.r.e n..,1:1 ! l.:>ce .. . Ln~t. /,e di~ nvt . 1 

(:..-. • 2 :;5, ~-c.tt1 ~.<..., c.c!"E:ea or • •.. .:!"l i tCut.se 1;.. •• 1::: ""°d no 
cr.:. :.c.re~, : ~ ~:r.& sc.:!C o:· ;.? .. e·· , 1 .~;.ca:- F..!:'! ., ... :.;-_:; :e~ _;;:\ ~ 
t,h .Lcrc , · . :- ; ! ... .:~- .... :':. :. - ~-

~n~i ~~ .. · , . 1.0 c! .i: .. 'rLl 1 (Jt..!.c . J: , , . ;'r.~ :·n: ·. ~s-- ~c. ... ~::? 
.... L. <i .i.-.nl.:". , f. : ... :: hac r. c .. :.:. .rtr'} h ;0:1 ... .=e t.riey nc.a nc ·.·-: Vt:!S , 

': Vt:n :.ncu ~: • .:.C!':'..: t.urt: CO•: ""nCS •• :. :,, e :1: ;n ."!"~ ""S~ 1 3 ... , l 
naf-e a • or.e:-.er.L :er ~:.= ~l l: <.r.c for . is n"use 1 (1-.= ·.• . : t. : _"'J , 
hi::; wife i :n · < :-:. ··:. c r , 1 •• _.; nu.;::' 1 '! _: J., • 
.. ccorciin t.c .<. Li;v: , .hca·i: cmc ,'..hil:u (o:d :. 1t r1c..rr:1 :.ecai..se 
' r.e •,:ert: arro.;.:- t. . •.. l"ne:· sc.:::J , 11..ur :;:;t . • t!r 1 .s tr,..:. .. er ~s 
t::..r-. "· ~·:J9' ·r .. ~r' s :"'~:,--:f; ~ :--!re~: o·..:.r ; ... t• t.~ _ • ..: • • , • :-j :::-::t. , 

wha":. ·-o:-:a."l : s \,orthy <J i' us:' _ .. , - · =-~ c .. • :: c ~ ~rr. :L :.e:i~ e::a 
sc::.ia :r. ·.1~ !"..i.o-r:e o: :t. :.sm.~ bar : ·1:::e:~:aJ.: • :·.~:.· cioes ~c::i~ -
tU!'"i:! sa·.-, uFir= :e-.rct..rerl ·.neir JOWl; ner.?'' {rs . 7b :lJ • 
::!ecai.::e , 1 ;'he~r ··: r -ir.~ r.nd n.., "l~ rr-ic._;e sonf:. 111 :1 ~d ..• • . 

: v· rr!'"o;c.J1c~ c~ :\adat an' , .b:~·.; !'.< 1 1--e :·l.r~::e:- inferred : r on 
t.!"le · cllo.,,.""!ni,; : Lnto 1.o!"e<; :ie l; id , ' Lorn: U:- ·:.r.:.o the Lorri , 
thoi; .-ta:ron , '.1 cac , AM:m , t.'1" :;c 1enty o~ th~ r.lders of Isr ael 1 

(l:.x . 2.i: l} . !'his ve.r se jnc.:rr.=•t ; t.1~':. •• t"ses .,r.d .~.<oror. ; ·~i;ec 
r:rst w't:t ~4: dao JIC nb:lrn tr•.· c:r; o:: ::.r1ejr net>ls , sc..yin.; : 
':'i r · j·.e •des :-\. ,1 · 'ier. •..; .. l: _:e , ,.....;''1'.; :~ W.u-;2:r lc.ce ·,; e-

s~r:l_ 'ls~· :-t? n\:":.110!':~ ... 0•1er tne co• ... -,u,:.t~· · ... -'l 

fice: tut -..:11:y er1-- al.;o arro.~ant t.o>;c:.rd 11ose;; , naror. , t.oe elders , and 

tne ~~nen o: l~reel . 

:::x!lcre: sone of ;.,,e ·,icr as::iri •,.;:,icn c"r.ti:rncd tn)s • .. \.ic.- folc ~er.se of 



im,Jurity . .1e saw t nat , he lev~o..ical oefilement by the leiJer-, the ciead , 

anc tnt: flux -.:ere t r ans!'o:-n:ed in:.c symbols o:~ t.He t.i".ree mor al transgres

~ ions o ~ ido~a~r/, ulooosned, and sexual lewdness . 32 ?he conce~t. of 

defil ement tnro~5h tnese ~~imary non-levi~ical trans~ressions i s ampli 

fied in a .;i;ada r elat:.ng to t.ne cultic center . David's t r easury was not. 

usea in bui lding Solornon 1 s l'e:iiple because it A'as ac~t.ired from idolatr ous 

·,..or sh i:> .r..nd becuse J,a .rid ;ire:erred to save :.t. !'o:- the 1'em;:.le ~ather :.nan 

feed :1:.s starvi_nt !JeOJ,tle during t he q l'!at fai'line . 33 ••!.i:e 3olomor. is 

:-ra ised for r.his , i1e is f ound culpable :n fc.nhuma Buber for o ther 

r ec.sons . ~ad is willin ~ to ci-.:ell ii. :.he :·1idst. o: Israel as 1onJ as 

His or dinances are otserve<l . rlowever , Solomon ' s ac~1 :s:.t.icn of ~onen 

and horses ·;~ola.tec :~e ~toral r est.:-:ct.:or.s , _ -,cec :,y ~~..; !'ora.tt u.!'on £'.y 

r u!er . )4 :'bis t.rf;."'IS _µ-es .;~cr: a.."'lo t-.h1. ins:.allation o: e:.r: :.dol in t.he 

I'emµle by hena~ne fo r <'e God ' s 1- resence :rom ;:.nj s wor lc . _;5 

tJe n-"'<,ed =a.rli~r · mst ~.,ht-se t.nree sms, icc.lat-r ::, ol ooosned , ar.ci 

sexual l P.o:ci.ness n~n only drove t.~~ .>.11e ;:. :.na:. fron tnis ,;or l e h~t. we:-e 

alao t.n.:> C<H-.se of :.r.t: ue~t.nction o: ~ht! Te:r.; l"" . 1~::.ous otner :~orrns 

of' irt'lortl tenav::or 1-;~r~ a.1~1er.., ~o t.ne Ls c" ic:.ions ;:nicn ce:ile ;:.ne 

c· ·ltic cent.er •t..'10 D'inisn l.ne; r.i:.vine rrr senci:: . ,.. c J ear e X<>~~e of tne 

~xtens'i on of these :-.-"'.I'.'-f trs:.."?s,;r es!>:ons :. s sta:.ec :~ :.r~ct..a<.e San-

hedrin ;::.e:-e -...e ::nc ::.n .. :. t:tE: D:vine :-r~sence j s excl, ,ded f r o;- ar.y ! .:.c.ce 

whe:-e r... ~re 

n:.ds-. of lsr.:i.el. 

~:1ict. :•ro'.':.oe ~s : tn c. r o.;itive s:.a!".er.1ent n:~ rac: i:iic v· !ues . .r:ase 



eS 

t.ne ''presence of t.ne Lo:-d . 11 ~c<.or<linr t.o Pes ikta de hav i<a.nanah , C-od 's 

natu r hl dwellinr ol~ce is on tartn . ncwever , since seven penere~ions , 

bepinninp wi t.il Adam, causeci t.Le Sne1' .. 11incn t.o depart., it. \oias necessar y 

f o r seven pener;:itions of r j '""1 teous J.eaa~N:: i.O brinr ner back. 

"t :.re berir.ninf" o f t i.me , accordinrly, t.he r oot of t.he Presence 
was fixed in the 1erions of the en·th belo;; . Ht,er Ad,'>Jll sinned , 
the Pr esence ~~thdrew t o the fir st heaven . The pener ation of 
f.nosh a ros e : h~y sbn~d ; the Pr esence wi tndrew from t.he first 
heaven to tne second . 7he r~nerat.ion of t.he flood arose : tney 
s i:med; the Pres enc e ~"it~rirew from the secon~ he aven t.o the 
t hird . The reneration of tne disper sion of tnP r oces of man 
arose : They s inned : t he Presence withdrew from he third 
heaven t.o the fourth . The EfYPt. i a:\s in the days of our f a t..!'ler 
Abrall'31Tl :.rosP : they sin."led : the l re!'"cnc e withdrew from the 
f ourth heaven to the fif~h . T:.'"' Jodcmite s -"1 rose : t.he~· sin!"lerl ; 
The Presenc e wi ':.hdr ew !"'rorra the fiftn iler.ve11 t.=> i..he r U<t.h . 
:'ne E.FYPtians :.n the t:P.ys o:.- Moses ;,rose : tncy sir.ned : t.ne 
Pr esence witn!lrew :~:-o:r. t.ne s :.Xt.tt i1f';1v n :,..., • ne sev<.>n ;.n . 

.'.>ver <i;aL'ls t. t:.ese '<·ic l{ea mer., seven .ri rr:teoJs me:1 a.rose and 
brou;n t it aoout. t.net the i'resence c;.me hoC t: t.O r:art.11 . J\:r 
f~tner :tiranam aros e: the merit ne e;.rne\! b!"o1..rn ~ it cibou t 
that. tile i :-esence cam~ bac,c from t.ne sevent11 nec.vt:n t.o ~:-ie 
s i.Jctfl. Isaac o:rose: t.Jte merit he ~<:r1.e.J bro1..rnt. it ::001..t 
tn"t t he Pre~ "11ce CaMP r... r.c:<. from :.. : 1e .:i.xtr. :1eaven t.o t.ne i.if t :-. . 
J<.cob <l:-ose: t..l'\e :~f:rlt. 1.e earneel t1r".,·nt. it. a.o;t. ;.:.-.:.. w.e 
Pr~o;e: .ce c~.:ne o<.c t\ !'rorr tile f il't.11 11eavP:-. to :.:sc 1 01,. rt.1. . ::.ev:. 
- r ose: t.ne neri ;. im ec;rneo br our11t. li. c;orJt t..·.n t.r.e Prese:1ce 
c;;m£ c.a~..: from t.!le :'ourtr. heaver. t,o t. ie :..: ..... r o . t\01. C> t n arose : 
t.ne merit. he e~rneci hrourm. i '.. ;;(''- J ;. i:.at. tne i :-esence came 
b~1c1< from the t. r.iro ne.wer. to i.t11? ::.econa . ,.11'.r am ;ros e : tne 
mc·rit. ae earned br our nt i t. r.bout.. t.:.at t.he Pr e!;t.nce crme back 
fro111 the. seconri !.ec-ven t.o the fi r~ t. . Hoses :-rose : the mc :-it 
he e· rnea b!"'O'Jl"t.t. i t <i~ ou t. t•.a r i..he f r esence c;;r1e b;:ic < t.o e~.rth . 
riPnc~ in t.he iers~ , 1 I · w~s o~ :s rael'~ brilal ~ ~ rlo t ' day ;.~at. 
Mo=Ps bro•Jc-!1•. V'>;; conc11Jsic~ ire: Ao111n,- hacr. Le e~rtr. of CJ!)d 1s 
indwf>ll!.~F" ? rPsence • ' :,u"li:- . 7 : 1 ., 1 

:.e i .. t.J 1.•1 ·1 'tis rhe rirnteous wno c:-~«llSC' t .. ne Eter !'l<il t ~ lwe>ll on 

e;;r';..l)~ <r..! ;.!.;;:. Go~ dl."e11s a'"lO:'lf t.he r ;r .. r-o;.is .10 .... er e ;n t..he : -'esikt.a 

necess.:.r y 1or i.ne e:-t.ab1'sn.-nent. of t.r.c misni<~n . :'ne :"abcr:acle t nrm ba-
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of God ' :) inciwt..llin~ iri:ser.ce . -'- ::> erectior: is d s i .,-n o f t11~ completior: 

c f L~a mori:il 1 w·i~icat:on of tnc: c ~lt.ic cen~~r . 

rne :'· te1·!'lacle :s also a ;.-J.i:ict 1-:nert- tn1o ..>nek.'1inC:.J1 can cone and 

teach :ora.h acrorc:n· "C fanhuna cuher • ...J. l t :s a C-!'l~er nr t cn:y O ~ 

sai:ri ficial o!'ferin; , IJU t also o: learn in . :n ~ac:. , :it ~ s even ]..or -

. . ~ G J • . t h ~ - 1.. .!2 
tr2ye'1 a:> t.ne l'P.~l :::ence c_ od \,nen •1e co111es t.o v1s1 t e • o r a.n . 

11\ishkan st:rves as a ·uest. h'US-: o: sorts cli.r:in.; H::s ·:isits . ,.:l o : 

t nese •news W't-· s u:-.marized in a ,.a:;sa~e ... :-'en is ~· :mr.d in t1J>• a5badic 

pa ssa .;es of r.c.~ rlekhil ta. 

1 ::..'1 evt::I7 ; _ac;c: 1 \\:ll c ,:-:e "'"·:: t-l.:. : y n<:r.ae ••.. ' " : -ciCE: :.:-. 
wn:ch t.!1e:·..: :'..s :io ! rt:: , :·o:- • ... -r "L..-! _ l : :c::. c.r:. . . !' c 

':.ne: s: id , ' :'ne sn-:xhi.'1a . is ar:on ; e·1~r:: r.en wno cor.ie :.,, -.o :..1e 
Sj11ai;o1,rue . 1 :!11.: :r· -~ ~= :i:i::. :.s, 1...zoci :s :·ou."ld ir. tn ... cvr . .;re-
;ation (Lt:- eydc.l) of t.h1 Lore .' nnc 11ow do we kno·,; t.nat {Goi::J 
is e vE:n a. 1'Jn,; <.nree? rr11J t·l co:· ~s , ' 1n we '1ics · c:· ,'1.d ·es 
( elonim) r!e 1.-i:l .~ ur1_.~ ( r.nree s: t in • .;u 1 ;e.'"l!enL • 1 .J")d !'!Oh' co 
we 1.:r.:)1-. :nc.t. ( ..;OdJ is -:!·;en :...or. ; .,_.,.o·~ -r.€ : r "'O:" · s , ' .. m~:-F.? 
~ne:yr s;..rr:ek :.nL ~ec..r c: ~cc ti;?~.,c~~ a r:i ~ ~;:c .• :.s !'r:ena' ( .. .,J . 
~~a r. ft ' · .. :e ~"'~· - .. ~:.. (~o - :s --~"P.J, \:1:.:1 ~r. t=~ ..... :: !'\ .. vf ... s, 
' "l E:'le r .· l"'l .ce ;;:1:cn h/ ::ar.t- is "ltmi:.~or.ec : -;; _l \'0:"€ t.o .rcu 
' ·cu ; ~ s.;" ., · ~ r .. J 

• 1:;:) 
; •-; . 

· ' - :; - ...... ,. .J. 1 • 

lo·;e , ri r11 t.eo.;sness , p . ~ye :-, _-;us~ce , or s~uc;.- . 

tne ~~ sn.ke:.n n d s ed!'ic lt!VE'l o:· I< cu::;na:-. . 7ne ·: ·.r: o•Js m:.. ter:.:<ls o: 

~ .. ... . bt l v!t'r . · .. e :':r.rl \:. t.:ie earl:est 



halakic :"lio:-... sn.im tr at t!le ritu 11 ~qu:::-eme:n. '>:' uncut :::tones for the 

const...r uctlon o ·' i:..:.e ci!-.ar s:ign: •'i<?s <.:le LJ i:11ination ~::- ·;:o:.ence :.n 

~urnan :.nteraction . :r t!1e al-,c;.r is not t.o be ke oh,iect o~ cutting by 

:netal but. j s t.o oe the place :·or tht.. ere a ti vn of )Jeace , hew 111uch the 

r.it re so siloulr. or c avo1 o doin.~ •: olence t.o anotner hurna.l'l hei.n · wno 

s;.ea.1.,::; ;md na~ feelin ;s • .J
5 

:'.r.e l ev: t.ical barmen ts 'I' t.ne priesthooc 

\-::~:.en were tc te ·,·o::-n .:'o:- ~.nE service at. t.ne alr.ar are s:.:-.i:.. ..r ly tr.ans-

!cr.:ieo . '"' t.hc t'riest. is required to oe ··,ociest tefore tr.e St."lnes of tHe 

altar , ho...- nuct the r.ore so should sexual noaest:r bP. ?r~c:.:.ced before 

6 

·..:as :-;ade :'ro:-: •!le eart!1 , qt.one!'lc:nt for it :::.oulo be r.1ade u;,on A."1 eart.hcm 

::ltar . "7 Accor ain:; :t. Ear Kai.para , t.he st.e;...s w:Y:c;1 lecei t.o :.ne Sdc::-i-

fic:z.l s: te are not. !T'1erel.• -. me>ans 01 acces:: tiut te~t::io:-iy t!'lat. a per son 

~!1Ct:lc ne slm: ~c d· _:oe~·a· e in ~ud;ement. . O:ie i a co: .. "'lanoecl \..0 ap;>roacr . 

.Jt 
ment le . :'he same irla ~ery i.s ,.urt.her ext ot:11ced b·1 ·' · ..:.lcazar · .. !"lo co• -

Oll r,ne neac:s c~ -.nt- 1 eople • . , recat.:e 'it :s ·,:ri:.:.en l.11.s:. c:-:e S:!<'Ulo n 0 t 

c 
way :.o :.:1-= a.:. :.at , t . . a~ i ::; ~,ot. t.:ra.'TlzJ.::..e "'": ~eoi: le :r. :.:; :: .~i.ir ·eme-r.t.!t . " 

rhe ark i s cr::-a:1eci :in 1.nis t.rer.c of r at t inic i:'lter}-:re;.a:ior.. as a 

symbol o: ecolo;:ic~l sens::::ivit.y . ... :r:ce no fruit - bearin.,; t:·ees Grt! 

ampJe: 1:' JOO s. aref • ~e r.rees •,:h:ch oear :r~it. \Jt,e:-. l>u:.lr.:.n · ;:is !loi.:se::, 
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t:ie;i , ~f :-ocrse . ho•; · 1ucn tne r.iore so snciulc man c:vo io ces-.ro:rtng these 

-.re.3s ~or his o•.11 habi,,aticn . Su .:'he ark i s 1.ne :: :-~:. object jn the 

mJshkan to be c :m~truc:;ed and t.his also is '.~iven sjgnificanc~ in t-he 

midrash . There arto three im!--or t.ant crowns ar.o eacn ont: : s symbcll zed 

by some ;..art cf tne Taliernacl~ . !!1e crown o: kin6:.-.h:l- is ::ymboliz.ed 

t y :.ne talle: t "le c:-c"-:t o:' :. riesthoo<i h:r :.!!e altar, ani; tne crown of 

rorah by tne Grk . lhe ~r i .acy of tne ark i~ constr~c:.:on o: t.ne misnka.~ 

)s a s.;11to l of t.~e ;..r imacy o f Tor ah . - ~ tea.ches t.11at one wt.o ac~u:re!> 

the crown '.Jf rorah i s ;;s if he haci ac~uirec o.11 :.nree . ;,: :~ adc:t.ion , 

it js an i Pl itat.i .m o:~ t:·1ine ·:..er.av:or . J t:.st a;; Jod tr:san t.ne c r eat: • .m 

, . ) "0 - . ' - ' t vo , snot.lei r ar. 't: e ~:1 the 
.-~ 

C!'eat:.: r. ::> ;' t.:te misltka..., ,,.-;, th : i ·ht (for a!":, . :;;.: ,, S/l .bo_: C in:.a r pr e te::-

~:i.,,n i s .. t:l? z~ci nerr t <' trd..'1 S~crm ~1 c:ncient cul tic cen t e r t :1tc t.he 

i:nage of the mishke:..n as .a c e~n.1... r of ror ah . 

-ne Tabernacle; is : :c t. w-~a jn t.m~ Yesikta de Rav l<c;,a..a as a narj :.al 

CCin::py, ·._-: t.n:!'l which 'jo<i 11nci 1~r<1el ~re lo·:ers . Ut.:l:iz :n~ ·.r.erne!" a..TIC 

rr.odel ~o:- inter : er•mneil ser.sitivi-..J . Just as .::oc 'lOL~ 'le.<. !"ett.. ~·n \\"it.h-

out the c ,r s~r:t. anc ar ; in ., o: Is:-at.: l , ( Ld, ci.:r ~e :ovec c cme : n to . ii s 

;arden-- ::i . :5 . i: i6-- .:;.nd t.ht.n J ..:..r.i co'1e int-o t-~:· ·arcen-- .:> . S. ,. :l ~ , so, 

too , s::ou)d a ;:-o:::-. r.c. L enter tni: hu,an i::;;.no>. t <.nt: !-"e:-.,:ss:on o.: :.ne 

-. 
tJr ioe . ~"' !Jr .!1; :ra•'"" u : .: -~ ~,:. :r. 

.:tt.es dif:erint,; int~r. rc.t:_:.:i ons . Accorc::n5 c.o R. !\:ca , t.nis r efer s to 

t!'l!.: merit. Of foran St.Jdy anc :-i~hteou:.ness , 1'hih ] . "z~:ah , ci tine .;t , 

Jt.dah oar 



D• . l) 55 J.'V:i.n.e resence. The splendor of the 'fabernacle is created, accordj.ng 

to this midrash, by ·the study of Torah and the righteous deeds of Israel, --
and by the presence of God. 

With reference to the water-libation ceremonies of Sukkot, we have 

seen that the 'I1emple probably was viewed j_n terms of cosmic symbolism 

even before its destruction. After :i.ts destruction we find a growth 

and development of Temple romanticism but also a focus on the Tabernacle 

in the central homilies concerning the cultic center. In both the Bible 

and Rabbinic Literature there is a two-fold emphasis on the moral and 

ritual purity of the Tabernacle or '£emple. When conditions of purity 

are established, the Divine Presence chooses to dwell in the earthly 

cul tic site. The violations of the sons of El:i. and the midrashic 

speculation on the two··fold transgressions of the sons of Aaron con.firm 

the dual nature of purity and defilement regarding the Tabernacle and 

Temple. Through midrashic interpretation., various ritual forms of de-

fil.ement become symbols for aspects of moral transgression. The three 

cardinal sins of idolatry, bloodshed, and sexual lewdness are elabo-

rated upon, providing a series of moral transgressions which banish the 

presence of the Shekhinah from the &~!!.:..1£8:1.l· On the other hand, we find 

an expansion of the various moral virtues which have the power to bring 

the Divine Presence to earth. In fact, we have seen that a trend de-

veloped in which these qualities, independent of cultic altar, could 

provide the necessary conditions of the descent of the Ind.well:'.Lng Pres-

ence. Study, prayer, peaceful reJ.atfons, and righteous ;judgement, all 

create the necessary condi t:i.ons independent of ritual site or lev:i..t:tcal 

purity. In addiM.on, the various ritual objects and elements of the 

'£8.bernacle, altar and Temple become :i.n this context, symbols of ethical 

· .. ~ ... i 

II 
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oehavior ano int.er~·ersor:a:t sensi t: vity . ~ ... . ,.e stones , vhe steps , the 

~arments , ~he ~uod , all become il:.~ s vra t i ons o~ the ~ious acts of 

sexual modesty, j;eaceft..l co- ex!.ste:1ce , st•Jdy o:~ 1'orah , ri~hteous deeds , 

car eful jud~ernent , and ecolo,;ical concern . :t is c leo.r that the cul t ic 

center, in adcijtio:l tc tt.e sacrifices o!";'er ed t!1er eir. , ~as sublinated , 

spiritualized, i.nd tr<ms!'ormed into symbo::c re;..resentat.i ons c!' virt.u-

o~s oehavicr in ~r.e tr~nc o~ r aoLin:r. thou~ht rortr~yed in ~hi~ t~~~~s . 



~ ... -L . 

tn ... ::.: enc. ... : led ":.!11:; :·.ia:-a<>ni~ L·n,er;,re:.::tt:o. . ;,; .... ~:i..-.al sacrifices """" 

..;..- •or -•w-. ersona: stlr.si ~::v: ::,· . 

ct.:t · .. a~ r• ! lc.ced t,;• \.!le fo:-"'.h am: )r.s :ns:.itut.~cn:. - · '..!;. central means 

to sal vat.ion • 

. :-:ra~:.L-i ..:r:i ;h t?:-:e .. >J~ if/ :.ti ·.11 .... r t1· -a-:.. ent ~.- :.th! cu:!:. c--r:a:._-i nora..1 -

sh owe 

.... ........ . ... -. ~ :ess:~;. o: .s ·-~o~ . 
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provisions . t reserved ~· this r abbin:c t.~end of thousnt is the cultir 

empnasis on moral ~s well as ritual purity. Ther e is , however, an ex

pansion of the Biblical attitude which concludes ;.-ith a total t r ansfor

ma~ion of levitical µrovisi-.ms illtv Moral cate~ories . De:ilement. bf L~e 

cead, the leper, ano the one with a flux symbolize~ the moral defilement 

of the one who enga5es in blood shed , idolatry, or sexual lewdness . The 

expans:on of tht ~roµhetic conceµt of tesnuvan in tne r abbinic litera

ture r e!i\:lt.s in a ~o t. .. l br eak w:th t.he i riest.ll at.t.itude t..m;iards sacri

fii::ial offerin~s . " period c f time (Yorn K:.£.>pur ) , r ather lhan a p!.ace 

(the t emple ~ltar) , 'cecame tht: centre..: instit11t :lcn of exp:.ation . St.ud.v, 

good deeds, a:ld the act1ons ~entianec tnrougnout i~:s hesis as substj 

tutes for sacrif]ce beca~e t .e ~ear»s to elC'~iai:cn . 

1< t1robe o: tnc. sin nm: .,•t.ilt of~'ering eX",1-osea t:s to t.ne ;ioral trans 

formation cf levit.ical r)tuals attached to th pur:ficati on of the naza 

ri te .s.nct i;1e le;..er . .. e ".,')Uf:~ t.nat. the midrr.sn::c :io!'trayal of ;.he hat ta 

of"ered by t::acn <.r:l be at t..ne decicat..icn o!" t..l".~ m:.shkan, t ro,·i-:iea .:; cor

nuco11ia o!' mor t.l:.z :r..; paR:;a_;E>s . t'el'!.aJ s tr.t: lfios:. e>: · ens: ve exam!-':.e of 

the traasformat-ior: of the cu::. t in the en irct.» o f our s t udy ,;as 1-rovided 

tij the dedica :..ory sac:--l !'ices o:· t.!".t tr:.i.e cf J ssacnar . ~very cc:.t::.c 

;:icj~c.t " 's ~·or<.r;qec r.:: re~ re !'t:nt. .. t.i·1,. of tJ1t.1 cor!'es;ondence tet·..:een L.ne 

:'aternaclf> ,'!!.ri :ne • .• wo- !'clci :-oran. Th:s lee! cs c ::-ec:.ly tc t.!1e f:nal 

aspect o.- our ;.roject., t.. nl! moral t.ransfonr.;ition of t.nc cul t.k center. 

·,;e !'our1c:! t.nnt. tne st..J:ie s o!' t.he alt.a.r , t..he wood ;·or :.oe ark , and the 

dr ess code or :ne o!'f:ic::.atin~ priest.:.ooc . aL sen·ed t.1,; prcvS.de nierashic 

sytr.bols of se>:U<.l monest..y, ecol"5i.cal sensitivity , ano t he sanct:ty of 

w.an •. 

Aft aipro~riat.e conclu~ion to our st~cy of the mor~J tra.,s~orma~5on 



of t.he cult in rc.bcinic :loniHes is prov)ded qr t he t r eatment of the 

ri t i 1al of the red nei !'er in t.ne .i'esi.ktc;, de rtav Kana.nail . 
1 

Of ... 11 the 

i n stituti,,r.s of the c •i.?. t., the rec he:fer is t>erhaps .. ne most. perplexing . 

It is one of !'our ri tuals about ;;h icn t.he yetz.er narah raises contra

dictions to test the faith of lsrael . 2 How, it asks , is it possible 

that the J riest 'fJho i re;..ar~s t.t1e ashes o!' tne unimal i s de f:iled wh:le 

the people ~no r eceive :nem are ?urif: ed: The :tnswer s given t o this 

quest.ion in this pisga provide the :Ull ra.., ge of ra.bbir:ic resJion~es t.c. 

t~e si;n:fi~ance of the sa~r:!'ic:al cult lr. he ~eriod after the destru~-

tion of the Temµl~ . 

The portrayal of ~ne red ne::e:- as posses~ir.G ~ome :ntrinsic sig;.: -

:icance in~ iower prc~)des an exa~ple c!' the ::tera: S:-t.erpre"aL: on ~f 

tr e mea nin ; of the cult. . r11e exact purl-'ose o!' tr.e r : tu al is , however , 

s closely h'Jarded sec rc:t . It. s wor kings were bej•on~ \:.!':.e wi s dom of Solo

?TiOn, .3 accessible only to i-loses ' s keen po..-ers of ur der si.a:: i~n& • ..J '!'ne 

c 
;:or ld t.o ccne. " 

Jo.nanan cen lalrl(ai 1 s d!scocrse to nis s:.uaer.t.s conce r ni111' t.~t" 

:iieaninG or \,.!l!:! reo heifer ::im·es from he l:'.t.~rai inj..oor ~. &.l"lce of t.ne cult. 

<.cw.arc i.::lal. "' "' na\•t- t::escr iben as a ::o:-:;.l i ::n~ i:.~:-.ciem:::: . .~e e.<;. !.a ins to 

o :' th1· coq ... se r r t.h 
(:. 

; i.rjfica:.1or. cf wai.er .m" asnes . :he cultic pro-

·.rision; are merely a means t,,') f r ovide _:; r :.1•l w:t.?. a "'ay to demcnst.rate 

or~~ s .nee t.o ~oc . 7 5~· deerr.} has: z :r: · ~ne rower o: t:.e cor:c:-et e ?"i tual , 

~!le i~. or tance o:' t:-i~ ct;lt is r ecuce d . 

af:C Cl f l tgp)f 'Ji;t ;nere1 ,Y ti~ a!' P)(l;r t:S5i0i1 Of ObE::!:enc e . rne door :s 

CiJ.;ened fo r t '1t! -levelopn1:nt o f al· e :-not i ve we:.ys t o ;..rovicie tesci;r.ony to 



oLediencEi to t.i.<:! !J:".vt.."1e \:i:.1. The str er.i;tn o~ this half- way house of 

cultic transf o:-n;c1.tior. i s also i t.s wealciess . Jt pr ovides the f oundat i on 

~or the c r eation tf ne~ r cli6ious institution~ o.nrl ~raclit ions bu~ fai lE 

t c create cont inuit.y \\ i t.h the past . r:r.:".le it eli.rr.i.nates ·Jh e literal 

power of ritual acts, it faiJ s t o i :'lfuse them .._.;.th s:r111bolic si~i f i -

cance . 

?he full expression of both conLinnity :md innovat:lon is ;::rov! dec 

:.n the compl ete t r ansfor matjon of t~e ~ult found in t r.e clo sing nehemt a 

" port~on o~ this ~issa on the r ed he5~er. ~ Tne ~ rovie:ons a..,d images of 

:.n:.s cclti c instit.ut.ic:i are jiortr ayed i.H the m: crasn ir. a ·,,;ay t nat 

s i multaneousl y deemphas: ies t ne:r inheren t ri tual µo~er :ino emµhas:zes 

t hei r non- r itua: si;;ni~ica~ce . 1'he red ne~ fer tecomes a sym~ol of 

c 
lsraei. , <.ne culti c ;>r u·ris:or. s tr.e event.s o: J e-..:.s:i h:st.o ry . !'he de-

filement i s the def:lemer.t of t Le ex: le . :he :ir.al ,;-t.rification is t he-

culr.:.natio:i o~ .J1t1;..~sh Je~t.i!'.,y when : s:rael wHl owe ::: :..r. t !.e purity c: 

ir:tt-ract.:on G.."id transj.osec ontc the ;.i:c.ne cf :i:stor y . : t is c. fine 

ex2.1~t=le o: r:.he -cr al::.zat.-:cm of ci.l::.c 1 :ro".'i s : so:-:s is, rc..bbir.:.c hol'ii:i es . 
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