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PART I 

THE JEVIISH S'rATUS IN ENGLAND 

FROi.i RESETTLE:.iEHT TO 

E ~ A N C I P A T I 0 N 



Chapter I 

mGAL POS ITION OF THE JEWS OF E!.TGLAHD FR0!1 

TFJEm RE- SETTIE-.rEl11' mrrIL 1830 

For a peri od of more than three and 9. half 

centuries, after their expulsion in 1290 , Jews 

were not i:ermitted ro live i n Englo.....-1d. Their 

exclusion during this i..'1terval was not , i ndeed, 

absolute, and L"'ldiv idual J ews continued to 

appear in the cou.lltry intermitten tly. But the 

re- est ablishment of a..'1. or~anized cor.mnmity of' 

publicly prof'essiz16 Jews v1as impossible w1til 

t he 17th century . At no tine did Parliament 

expl icitly sanction their settleraent in the 

country, ol thouf91, when their numbers became 

considerable , a tacit con sent was granted by 

l egislative enactments which rook COBJ'.lizance of 

their presence. 

I t was not until the r eign of Charles I 

that Jews began ro settle in Erl6land in esti on.ble 

numbers. They came as crypto- Jews, mostly 

f'ugi ti ve Marrn.11os f.i:om the oppression or the 

Spanish uni Portuguese Inquisition , and established 
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tbemselv·es as nBrchants . Of necessity they 

continued t.o co nee al their Judaism. They were 

treated as forei01ers, and as such they >rere 

subject to the laws that governed aliens, and 

hence , forbidden t.o practice their own religion. (1 ) 

An attempt was mde fr1 1655 to secure the legal 

admission of Jews into England. Oliver Cromwell 

mo hrui , t,10 years before, become Lord Protector 

of England, a.l1.Xiously desired Jewish settlement 

w1 thin his reaLrn, for ha \ms shrewdly aware that 

the connerciaJ. ~enius of the Jews \~ uld be 

invaluable to the attainment of his ideal , an 

all- powerf'u.l England. In pursuance of his object, 

Cronwell invited I1enasseh ben Israel, a learned 

rabbi of Amsterdam, to visit Enoland in behalf of 

the Jewish caise . Menasseh a.ppe ared i n 1655, 

and pr'esented to the Whitehall Conference , convoked 

by Crom\rel l , a petition asking, among other 

concessions , for the security of Jevrish lif'e and 

property , liberty of public \~rship, and freedom of 

trade . Desp ite the Prote ctor ' s avowed vi:?-s1.1es, t..lie 

Conference proved hos ti le to the petition and was 

consequently diss o.lT ed. It is to be noted, however, 

that at the first session of that assenbly, the 

t\•.o judges present concur1"ed in the opi nion that 

"there was no law \ihich f'orbade the Jews ' return 

into EnBland. (2) Realizine the futility of 
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attemptt::1g l egislative metb.cxis , Cromrrell 

concluded that hls only hope lay il'l unofficial 

action and connivance at a Jeuish settlement . 

He therefore gave a verbal assurance t.o the Jews 

residing in London, numberinc about tv.o hundred 

person s, of his J;)3r so nal pro tee t ion end permission 

to exercise their relig ion, provided it was done 

privately ai1d unobtnJ.sively. (3) Tlle Marranos , 

tlms encouraged by the Protector ' s favo1~ , threw 

off their disguise in 1G57 and publicly avowed 

their true f'aith . The same year \1itnessed the 

lease of a p lot of ground for a Jewish cemetery. 

The Corporation of' London, although resenting 

the presence of Jews, feared Crom.,ell rnore, and 

consequently, upon their applico.tion , o.d.r.li tted 

Jevrs as brokers to the Royal Exchange . In 1697 

their riglt of entry was made permanent. (4) It 

must be recognized, however, that, despite the 

eood- will of Crormell, the l aw of the lo...11d was h1 

no way al tared to th.e advantace of the Jews. At 

the death of Cronwell, in 1658, the law continued 

to prohibit any Jewish relibious service and to 

impose severe penal ties on all who did not attend 

a Protestant place of V10rsh1p. 

With the restoration of Charles II, in 1660, 

the re - establishnent of the Jews in England '7as 

assured. The king, deeply grateful for the 
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financial ~ssi stance r endered hin by the 

Dutch Jews in his efforts to regain his throne, 

extended to the J e\7S resident in his realm the 

protection he had avowed. Paradoxical ly eno'1.l3h, 

at a tirle when the English Farlia.ment 

established the supreI!lB.cy of tbe Established 

Church by a series of Acts(5) d irected against 

all lJonconforl:lists of every creed and denomination , 

the Jews obtained a permanent settlement in the 

country. They discarded the secrecy that had 

sur1•ounded tl'i.e ir synagogue and religious worship , 

and a..Yl organized conmuni ty '7a.s formed . In 1G64, 

and a.gain in 1674, the r ieP-ts of the J ews to 

residence and public v10rship were formally 

reco ~nized by Charl e s II, al though the l a tter 

riG[lt VTa.s in dir ect defiance of the l aw. ( 6) This 

recoi:;nition was con.firmed by his successor, 

J a:1e s I I, in 1683. (7) In the meantime , the 

J ewish comnru.ni ty was r apidly incr easing. Through 

royal grants of letters of denization (1. e . 

naturalization), a l arge number o..r i ts members 

acquired the rights of EnGlish citizenship, no 

less than s ev enty duri.ne; the reign o'f Charle s II 

and t h irty- f'our dur i ng that of James n . (8 ) 

The Jew' s pre s ence and his customs were 

ac lmowledged in the c our ts of' la,,, where it was 

deci ded that a ;Jew should be sworn on the Ol d , 
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rather t han on the new, Testament in all legal 

proceeding s , and consideration Vias g iven to the 

Jewis h Sabbath . (9 ) 

The Revolution of 1688 did not affec t the 

pos i tion of tbe Jews. The Toleration Act , 

vmich was passed in the firs t year of fu.e 

reign of \Villi am III (1689 ) and \·hich granted 

freedom of religious wors."'l ip to Prctestant 

Dissenters, d id not 1.nclude the Jews , nor were 

i ts benefits extended to them until the yea:r 1846. 

Until then, i n lieu of legislativ e sanction , 

the Jewish religi on found adequate protection 

from the penal l2.'li'1S in tm Orders :in Counc 11 of 

1674 and 1 685, issued by Charles II and James II 

re spectively. Beginniq:; with the year 1689 

P~.rliament gave !'requan t recogniti on to the 

per m.anent settlement of the Jews , both in its 

debate s a nd i..~ i ts Acts . (10) 

Be fore vie enumerate the disabilit i e s u.J.der 

vhich the Jews of England l aoored dom t i ll 1830, 

1n which year 3{;1tat i on f or their removal began , 

two questions r enai n fo r c on s idera tion, the 

right of Je ws t.o bold real property end their 

rigµt to acquire British nationality. The 

capac1 ty of Jews to pos sess land or other real 

property in England was in doubt for a long time . 

As l ate a s 1830 there v1ere those who questioned 



- 6-

their r:i.ght in this res pect. If al. l J ews , 

whether born within the k in@.om or not, were, 

b y law, aliens, then they were to be denied 

the acquis i t i on of l'eal property , for until 

the year 1870 no alien could own land in England. 

The most prominent juris t s, however, consistently 

held, v-.henever they were consulted on this 

que s tion, that a Je w born in England, was a 

bona fide subject of t..he kine , and could 

consequently hold and dispo se of , by will, rea.l 

proy.erty. De s pi te the doub t that existed i..."1 some 

quarters, the native-born oritish J ews enjoyed 

W1disturbed po ssessions of the houses al"ld lands 

that they had purchased . (11} 

Turning to the secorrl question, that of 

the right t.o acquire Brit:i s h citizenship , t \ 'IO 

methods of na tur alizat i on y1er e practised in 

England. It was a prer ogative of the Crowa to 

grant l n tters patent of den iz~t ion , mich 

conferr ed ::::iny , but not all, of t h e rights of 

a. natur al- barn subject upon the a lien. As we 

have seen , many Jews were J:".n.de denizens ch.iring 

the reiell of C"narles I I and Janes II . On the 

other hand, naturalizati on by Act of Parlirunen t 

g ranted the f'ull rights of n natural - born subject 

to the alien. A statute of Parli ament, however, 

passed i n 1609 , precluded Je uish .foreigners 
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from enjoyins t..l'lis privilege by re quiring all 

applicants to take the Sacrament. To correct 

this injustice the .Jemru Naturalization Act 

nas carried through Parliament in 1753, by 

Ylhich .Jews could be naturalized by an Act of 

Parliament with.out recei Vi.'18 the Sacrament. 

But during the SUJ'!l!Iler recess such a storm of 

violent passion was ,..nipped up in the country 

against this meas.tre by unscrupulous appeals to 

prejudice and hate that the Government, cognizant 

of an impEnding general election , yielded to the 

popular c lamr and secured the repeal of the 

lfaturol. ization Act the fo llowi!\5 year. 

Seven ty-h~ years later a s tatute wa.s passed, 

abolishing the Sacrament a.s a qualification 

for parlianenta.ry naturalization. (12) 

The civil disabilities vhic.11. were imposed 

upon the .Jews , as wi ll be seen , arose almost 

ent i rely from certain tests and forms of oaths 

prescribed by various s tatute s enacted by 

Parlirunent. As a consequence, the .Jey1s were 

excluded from both Houses of Parlieuent , from 

all cor porate of'fices, and from all place s of 

trust, civil arrl. military, un:ler the Crown. 

The elec t ive frm1chise could be denied them on 

occasion . In conn.on with all nonconformists 

they were denied admission to the universit ies. 
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Because of the unvarying custom of administering 

the requisi. te oath c.pon the Ne\1 Testrumnt, the 

J e\'/s of London Y1are d isabled from becoming 

freemen of the city and thereby e xcluded f r on 

any retail trade uitP-1n the city boundaries . 

So long as Roman Catholics were excluded 

from Parl i a.."!lent , end all Christians, except 

Churchmen , from public office, the Engli sh Jews 

could not, w1 th good sra.ce, o.sk for a removal 

of the ir disabilities. But vn1Bn, in 1828 and 

1829, the Protestant Dissenters n.nd Roman 

Catholic s were , respectively, admitted t.o full 

politica:IL rights, the moment for Jewish 

emancipation appeared to be o.t hand. 
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Chap ter II 

1830 - 1858 

The civil disabilities of the Jews,(13) 

as we have observed, ~rere effected by certain 

tests and oaths ~hich had to be subscribed as 

a condition to the admission of various rid;1ts. 

In order to comprehend rightly the development 

of the emancipntory struggle , which lasted 

almost a generation , it i3 necessary to possess 

a clear understand.ins of the nature of these 

prescribed tests and oath f or1!tUlae . 

The Corporation and Test Acts(l4) excluded 

Jews from a1. l civil offices, whet.lier corporate 

or national . These two Acts v1ere ori(;inally 

directed at;ainst the Protestcnt Dissen ters and 

Papists respectively, yet the Jews could not 

escape their provisio~s. vnlereas neither tbe 

oaths or allec;ia.nce and supremacy(l5) nor the 

declarat i on against Transubstantiation, whi ch 

they :i!!l.posed, was objectionable, the obligation 

to taJce the Sacranent effectually disabled them 

fro:c holclin.6 of f ice . This disabil ity they 

s!lared \rl.th al 1 Dissenters from the Churc..'1 of 

England. After 1727 these Acts were rendered 

nuc;atory by the annual enactment of Indenmity Acts , 

which enabled al 1 persons elected or appoi nted 
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to any off'ice to postpone taking the necessary 

oaths and tests until a specified day of the 

following yes:r . In 1828 the Corporation and 

Test Acts Tiere repealed, m1d the measure effecting 

the repeal substituted for the Sa~rrumntal test 

a "Declaration 11 (16) for the protection of the 

Established Cbtll'ch. This Declaration, however , 

contained the mrds, "upon the true faith of 

a Christian," and therefore could not be taken 

by any self- respecting Jew. Moreover , althoug.'1 

the annual Inde?:nity Act was extended to include 

the Declaration and consequently permitted Jews 

to hold positions o f trust under the Crown, 

municipal ofrices were closed to them. In the 

case of mul1ic i pal of fices th3 Declaration had 

to be made "before or upon" adl!11ssion to such 

office ; as for ~pointments under the Crorm, 

it .might be 11 a:f ter 11 admis s ion, and 0111 y in the 

l atter situation did the Act of Indemnity apply. 

Before a member could take his seat in 

Ps:rllament, he had to take three oaths : the 

oath of allegiance , the oath of supremacy, and 

the oath of ab~uration. ~17) The first two oo.t.fis 

contained nothing obnoxious to JeVTish tenets, 

but the oath of abjuration, concluding with the 

rords, "upon the true faith of u Christian," 

could not be taken by a Jew with decency am 
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p r opriety . The disability thus e stablished 

vms , as in the case of the Corpor ation and 

Test Ac ts , Yholly accidental, for the so l e 

purpose or the oath of abjuration was t o 

abjure Stuart cl tlns to the English throne , 

and the phrase , "upon the true faith of a 

Chri stian, 11 Y:as a f f i xed to g i ve gr eater sanc t i on 

and binding forc e to the oath. (18 ) To summari ze , 

the exclusi on of the £ngl ish J ews f'rom political 

po,1er was attr ibu table t.o a seemingly harruess 

phrase , "upon t m true fai th of a Chr istian, 11 

vhich, thout;h uninten tions.lly impos ed , was 

deliberatel y maintained a."1.d fastened upon the 

Jew the sti~na of le [5al degradatio n . 

On the f i fth of April, 1830 , Mr. Robert Grant 

i ntroduced in the llouse of Coi:mnons a Bi ll t o 

remove the c ivi l disabilities affecting "His 

Majesty ' s Subjects ~rofess il'lb the J ewi sh Religion. " 

It proposed that J ewish subjects be granted the 

s ame right s and privileges as enjoyed by the 

R01:ian Cathol ic subjects, who had achieved 

political freedon the preceding y ear. The Bi l l 

was rejected on the sec ond re ading . ( 19 ) 

Followi~ tre passage of' the Reform Act of 1832, 

which reconsti tuted the House of Cot1rlons , a 

simil ar Bi l l was i !1 trodu ced thr ee t i rae s in 

Parli ament , in 1833 , 1834 , a.rd 1836 . On each of 
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these occasicns it was carried in the Commons 

by large majorities, only to be l.os t in the 

House of Lords. But in the meanwhile partial. 

triwnphs were attained. In December of 1830 

the freedom of the City of Lo:idan was mm, 

\vhen the municipal council authorized the use 

of the Old Te stament when administering the 

necessary oath to nBmbers of the Jewish faith . 

Thus v1e:i:'e the Jews copaci tated to participate 

1n the retail trade of the city. The year 1833 

witnessed the first Je\., ad.mi tted to the bar. 

Mr. Francis GoldS!!l..id, (20) upon application, was 

grm ted per!llssion to ottit the obnoxious, final 

\·rords froo the oath of abjurat i on, yfilich was the 

sole barrier between the Je\7 and the legal 

profe ssian . This precedent ,.,as follo\'red by all 

the In.""ls of Crurt, a.'1.d another vexine; disability 

was rerooved. Of ereat importance was the 

enact:r.i-ent of t..11e "Sheriffs ' Declaration Bill 11 

of 1835, \'.hich enabled Ur. David Sol.omens, who 

had been elected,in that year , Sheri f.f of the 

county of' London and Uiddl e sex, ro assune his 

office, by dispensL~ with the Declaration and 

1 ts objectionable ro rds in all cases of persons 

elected to the of' fice of Sher iff . L'l'l the sa..ne 

yep:r the Jews rrere secured 1n their right to 

vote at parlianiffi1ts.ry elections . 



- 13-

A genuine s en tir.1ent favorable to the 

emnncipation of tll3 Jeus \7as s teadily mounting 

throu.e}.1.out the country . It e>g;>re ssed it self 

gene1,ous.l y Ln 1840 , ''men ne vTS of the Damascus 

ri turu. murder af'fair reached London. The 

sympathy of the English people was offered the 

JeY1s, and Sir Lio s e s Muntefi ore , the le ad.er of 

the Ang lo- Jewieh comnrunity , obtained the aid of 

the Government . The pt" essure of the El"l6lish 

1'.linis try, to e;e ther with the judicious diplomacy 

of Uontef iore , succeeded in rout il'lb the foul 

calumny and in libera.tiilG the accused Jews. 

This sRne public opinion p r evailed upon the 

House of Lords, in 181f> , to pass a Bill opening 

a ll rnu.nicipaJ. Offices to ~rsons of the J ewish 

reli[;ion . The Cornuon8 , with decisive majorit ies , 

gave i t s a ssent to the measure . T'nus , 

11r . David S3lo~ns , a fter tvo unsuccessful 

attempts in 183~ r:rnd 1844 , Y/as ~rr.rl. tted to 

enter upon his dut i es as an Alderman of the city 

of' Lon.don, to \hich office he was e lected for the 

th ll'd time in 1847 . All doubt respecti~ the 

ri@1t of Jews to posses s l a.ml in the conntry was 

finally rern.oved, and lec;al. recogni t ion and 

p1,otection were a t last confer red upon the 

J ewish religion by the Relig ious Opinions Relief 

Act of 1846 . 
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Wl.1.at .. Ir . Robert Grant had failed to 

accomplish in 18 30 v1ith his g eneral emancipation 

Bill , vras beiI\'; realized p iece!neal . By the -

year 1 847 all the civil disabilities uere removed, 

except t..~e exclusion from seats i n Parli ament . 

The a.ttack upon the c lDsed doors of the le[5 islature 

'7as begun by the City of London , vchen it returned, 

in 1847 , a.s one of i ts I'epre sen t at:lve s in 

Parliru:!lent, Baron Lionel de Rothschild. The 

Baron, hot.ever, was de nied his seat because he 

r efused to pronounce the m rds , "upon the true 

faith of a. Christian , 11 which concluded the Oath 

o f Abjuration . Accord ingly , Lord John Russel, 

the Prine Mi niste1" and also Baron de Rothsch ild ' s 

collencue f'or the City of London , introduced in 

the Commons a Jewish Disabilities Removal Bill, 

vhere it rro.s carried, lil:e i t s predecessors, 

by l::?rGe najoritie s . But the Eous e of' Lords 

rejected it . In 185J Rot..1-isch ild, haviDG resigned, 

\7a s re- elected by the c ity, and in the :following 

yee.r :!Jr. David Solomons \7as re tur ned t o rep resent 

tl~ Borou~h of Greenwich . Neither was allo,"2d 

to take h is seat . 

Beg innin[; y,'i tl1 1853, each succeeding year 

mnI•ked on a. tte "!)t by Lord Russell to secure the 

admission of Jews into the l e;:;islo.ture . His 

efforts , hm ever, oontinued to be thwarted by 
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the in tole renc~ of the Lords . This impasse 

was finally broken in 18 58 , um.er a threat 

of t he Commons to truce unilateral a ction in 

the controversy . A compromise nas adopted, 

which authorized either House to admit Jews 

by a re s:> lution sa'lction:i..ng the omission of the 

\..ords , "u pon the true faith of a Christian ," 

from the ne u siQ3le Oath substituted for the 

Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy and Ab juration. 

On J.londey , J u ly 26 , 1858, Baro n Lio:iel de Rothschild 

took his seat, having ~reviously recited the 

requisite Oath , substitutir(; the phrase , 11So help 

m~ , J ehovah, 11 for the Christian f"ormulo. rh1ch for 

eleven years had deprived him of" h is r i~hts . ( 21) 

Thus ended the lore; O..."'ld laborious struggle f or 

J ewish emancipation. ( 22 ) 
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Chapter III 

CATHOLI C EI.i.Al~CIPATIOH 

It mn.y appear curious, prina fa.cie , to 

recount , in our s tudy, the Catholic strU[;Ble in 

the United Ki ni:;dom for religious and poJ.i tic a l 

liberatio:.1. The conflict , however, that was 

fought between the Enf;lish and Irish Catholics, 

on the one hand, snd t...h.e British Gov ernment 

arrl Established Church , on thP. other , throws 

into bolder relief' arrl makes more comprehe:isible 

nany of the aspects of the sir11lar struc;gle for 

Jevd. sh s::ta."1ci:pat ion that rubsequen tly foll0\7ed . 

The so.me bigoted op;osition, the ssr.ie 

uncom.pro:r.tisine; reGi~ta.nce to any threatened 

inva.3ion of con:fil--;-:ted privile3es and exclusio-15 , 

\71-lich .... ere battered domt by the Roms.n Catholics, 

confl.,onted the Jeyti.sh co::-cunity . But Yhoreas 

the Rm~o.n Ca.tholics 0 ::tlmd their objective 

tbro:·r;h a :.1enaci rJ.13 orc;snized force , the Jev1s 

achieved thei r end '!Ilth t::1e o..soistance of n. 

S"'Jmpa.thetic public opinion that m10·nented their 

i!lee.gre nuabers. 

As a res.1lt of th!3 ~rsecutory l e :::; isln.tion 

enacted fror.i the r eicn of Elizabeth o:·mn.rd and 

desii;ned to r.iai:1taL11 the s uprerrac7 of ',,;he 

Established Church , the Ror:ian Catholica were 
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subjected t~ :'lany oppressive disabilities . 

They uere proh i bited , unier severe penaltie s , 

from the exerci se o: their religion~ They were 

excluded f'rom the Guilds , the leg al and 

teachinG prof'essions, and tl1e ac QUisition of 

real pro;erty . The Car por ation Act (1661 ) made 

then inel l g lb le to hoJd any corp or ate off ice 

or be a :menfuer of any !!'IUnicipaJ. corporntion{23) , 

while the Test Act {1673) closed t o them all 

oi'i'ices and p l.aces of tru st u.nier the CroYm, 

vhetrer civil or military . Thus no Roman 

Catholic could share in either the locru. or the 

national c;overnment. They, moreove:"' , Y1ere 

disqusl ified to exercise the fr anc:1ise at 

parliamentary elections and could sit in ne i ther 

House of Parliment. 

In the year 1 778 , \hen concessions seemed 

expedient under the threat of \'Tar with France , 

~~e first irJportant Bill for Cntholic Relief 

r-m.s cai .. ried tlu .. 0 Y•.G}1 ooth Houses of the Enelish 

Pn.rlia.nent . ( 24) This Act , lo10Y111 as 

Sir George So.vile 1 s , exempted Roman Catholics 

Y.dlo took the prescribed oath of al l egiance , 

expressing l oyalty to Ki~ GeorGe I II and 

abjuring the st:.~ art cl aim to the t hrone and the 

dep osirJB power of tte Pope , from many disabilitie s 

and penel ties. The penalty of J;:e rpetual 
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imprisop_ment on Popish ~riests and schoolmasters 

was repealed , end Papists were rendered capable 

of inheriting and b-u.yilb lar..d . A siJnilru."' Bill 

vras passed i n Ireland.(25), under instructions 

frol':l London , vhich abolished , in addition, the 

rmlicious law that had enabled any Ca tholic 

who conformed t o the Established Church to 

becorre possessed of the far:D..ly property. 

Protestant bicotry, ref'using to be reconciled 

to this small instalment of rel i[:;iou s tole r ation, 

vented its hate in the Lord George Gardon riots . 

Truculent demands arc se i n England for the 

repeal of the Relief Ac t . Finally, in l 780 , 

thou sands of rioters, or(5anized by Lord George Ger don , 

ran a.rn.tck in London , b urni..'11.g chapels, \'/I'ecking the 

houses of Roman Cath~lics ~nd t11eir sympathizers , 

and destroyinG prisons . After n week of 

unrestrained destruction, the mob was suppressed 

by milit ary force .( 26 ) 

TJ:i.e ne At step toward liberati on occurred in 

1791, w!len the Catholic Relief Act of that yen:!' 

granted the English Catholics f'reedom to pi-•actice 

their religion ptlblicly w.:t thout incurring l egal 

penaltie s . The professions of law and teaching 

were lilrnwise opened to them. Two years later 

the Irish Catholics succeeded in procurine 

sim.ilar relief . As i n 1 778 , so in 1793 , expediency 
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dictated the rew concessions . With the French 

armies advancing victoriously on the Con tinent 

and threatening the security of Engl and, there 

was no desire to jeopardize the domestic 

peace of' I relal1.d. The result vras a Relief Act 

which conceded wider liberties to t he Irish 

Cnt.~olics than the ir co-religionists i n England 

had \;o:i . Besides f'I•ee don 0f relig ious \Wrship 

and ad.missicn to the professions , a ll offices 

and places of trust , civil and military , were 

opened to them, subject to certain exceptions. 

They also received the elective f'ranchise . As 

far as their civil condition was co~1.cerned, only 

one iJl'.' incipal grievance re111ni11ed to the Irish 

Catholics , nrune l y, their exclusion from Parliament . {27) 

J.Iuch v1as yet wanting, af'ter 1 793, bef 01~e the 

Ronnn Catl1olics could look on themselves as 

f'ully liberated. I t is true tl1.at the Irish 

Catholics had reru.ized most of their demands, 

Parliament alone be ine; closed to them. But the 

English Catholics had still a lone way to g o . 

They contin ued to be i:neli0 ible as rmmbers of 

Corporations; they uere still burred by law from 

every position in the state ; they pere excluded 

f'rom Pnrlis.1'1tmt ::md even from the e lective franchise . 

In the ye er 1800 the Catholic communities loo ked 

ho:pe fully forward to an expected release from 
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their disabilities , far· ei:1ancip-:i tion had been 

pronised them by the English Governrient in 

return for their support of the A~t of uni on, 

which abolished the Irish Parliament . The 

support was f1•eely offered and the Act success fully 

carried. Little did t~ Catholics foresee that 

a '1hole generation must pass before teat 

promise wns to be fulfilled, and then only in 

submission to a vast populcr agitation , 

01\;anized by 0!1e of thenselves, Dsniel O'Connell , 

mosc indomitable cour~e and s upreme genius as 

a popular leader \7ere to override th'3 opposition 

of Kine and Parliru:Jent . 

Pitt , vho headed ti1e Engl i sh Goverrunent i.!l 

1800 , sou[;l1t to f u1 f ill h is promise of civil 

liberty to the Catholics , but failed before the 

obdurate resistance of the Kine. nb.at folloued 

was n lone and Tieary strugGle . The Catholics 

\7ere not \7ithout f'riends in both House s of 

Parl io.::ient , r1ho intruduced petitions and Bills in 

their favor a..."ld spoke for their cause in many 

debates. But one r.t3asure after :mother \ta.s 

defeated. Uei ther professions of loyalty nor 

the ac tucl. proof or loyalty ani alle!;iance on the 

battlefield during the 10!16 \ltll' with France was 

of o.."ly avail in oupportL113 tile Catholic clai.I!ls 

to justice . In consequence , Catholic efforts in 
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th.eir own behalf waned, and the people sank 

into a d ismul dejection. At this juncture, in 

1023, Daniel O'Connell, a brilliant Cat~olio 

barr ister , art:;enized the Irish Catholic 

Assoc ia.tion to achieve politicol emancipation 

for his co-reli~ionists t..liroU[;h concentrated 

agitation, seeinc tha t no hope of success couJ.d 

eny loager be based on i:e ti t ions and ne ,:sot iations 

in London . This a.ssoc iati on , r.!1 ich e;rew to large 

proportio:1s , cmbracirg the Catholic millions of 

Ire land(2! ) , loud ly asserted their claim to 

possess a voice in the l~w.ki..Y'lg o.r the laws l>y \'hich 

they were governed. The alarmed Governnent , 

in 18 25 , rushed t lu"'oug.'1 Parlix1ent a Bill mich 

decla.red the Association illegal . O'Conae ll 

replied t;o this s uppression with t.'1-ie .formation 

of the Heu catholic Association , constituted 

ostensibly as a charitable society, bu t in 

re a.li ty pur suine the sl!Dle determined activitie s 

a.s its predeces sor. 

Events n ow occuITed which made the denial 

of Ca.tl:.oli c clai=is by Parliru:ient nnd the Crown 

impossible . In the rnrliru:ientary election of 

1826 the He\·1 Catholic Assoc~ation displayed a.n 

astounding s t rencth, vhen it sna.tcl~d s everal 

seats fron en tre:-iched 2:rl ti- Catholic landlords and 

returned avowed supporters of its dei!!ands in their 
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stee.d. Two years later , following upon the 

triumph of the Protestant Dissenters vi:l.o were 

accorded complete freedon by the repeal of the 

Cor poration and Test Acts(29) , the Catholic 

question was once ac;ai;.1 btroduced in 

Parl1runent. A reoolution elilancipatine; all 

persons pro.fessing the Catholic religion 

passed tlu·ol.lbh the CorJ!Tlons , but it was rejected 

by the Lords. 

Tbe tine had at last nrri ved to force the 

issue . Due to a. re aliuffli:'lg of tl~ British 

:.tinistry , the sent for the CotU1ty of Clare fell 

vacant . O' Conre 11 announced his candidature, 

bold enou.:;h to cllal];}nt;e the Cabinet Member , 

"410 vm.s his opponent , and \•rl th the full knowledge 

that ~ nouJ.d not be perm tted to tal.:e h is seat 

in tue House of Coranons , if succe ss:ful . The Clare 

election vms destined to be the dea' -.hblov1 to 

Protestant resi. stance of the Ca.t1i.olic cla.iL"ls . 

O' Coru-el l Y.on an ove rrhel~·1ire victory. Wildly 

enthusiastic demons tr at ions [Sr e eted hil."1 after the 

elect ion , which Y1ere more aJ. ai•1:ure to ii1e 

Gove1~ent thnn the fact of his havint; been elected 

at the expense of a !·1e~ber or the Cabinet. At no 

t:W.e had any or O' Con..riell ' s act:l.vities or those 

of his Association been a challen,:;e t..o llllthority 

or a defiance of the law. But t h e Gover nment of 
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Wellington 'lnd Peel were ai'raid, afraid of the 

stubborn courage a."'ld determ.ina ti on in the 1Jau se 

of' just rie;hts that had transforllled the Catholic 

masses . The situation had beco.i:e truly 

threateni~ , vzi th Catholic patience exhausted 

and rumors of i:nr.tl.nen t c ivil war in the air . 

Alarmed at thi s state of a£fairs in Ireland, 

Wellington and Peel, though pledged to res ist 

Catholic co~essions , c apitul ated to the inevitable . 

On the fif"t..h. of March, 1829 , Sir Robert Peel 

LYltroduced in to the House o.f Collll11ons a Ro:.i1o.n 

Catholic Relief Bill, ~hich proposed an Oath of 

Alle,s i snce not incompat ible VTith Catli""°l ic doctrine , 

and the :::i.dinission of Roman Catholics to ful l 

political r i~ tz, uith certain e xc eptions . (30) 

This Bill proceeded triumphantly through Parli8!:1ent , 

an::l on April 10 , 1829, received the royal as sen t . 

Thus vms consumr1atcd a stru&;le for ena.ncipation 

that had constuned the energ ies of an. entire generation. (31 ) 

Of especial interest :for our purpose are the 

arg1.n1e:1ts a nd cla:i..ns made by the opponent s of 

Ca tholic emancipation, p21:' ticularly during the ye ars 

1828 and 1829, '7hen the si tus.tion had bec01re acute . 

I t \:ill be observed, by later comparison , that these 

objectio11S bear a striki:'.lG rese:::.:iblance to thoss 

rubsequen tly maintained ag a.i ns t the efforts to 

r emov e the J ewi s h disabil it ies . Although the Ca t holic s 
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oought access tn sl 1 np poi nt ive snd elective 

offices as well a s to both Ho"..lses of 

Parlianent , their op9onents concentrated al.1 

tii.e ir verbal artille ry on t h e propo sed adm.issi on 

to Parli:Il'.lent , in which eventuality sone oi' the 

more fanatical bebe ld the doom of the Bill o:f 

Ri13l1.ts end the re - establishment of the 

jurlsdic t ion of the See of Rome . Briefly 

stated , these were the princip~ objections 

raised a.:;ai n st Catholic claims for emancip~tion: 

1. England ;ms esse:ntially Protestant , 
and i ts well- bein,g re r uired that 
1 t be !:la.int ained so • 

2. I t would not be safe to admit to 
politic al po;rer ro lr..r5e a 
population, \ho profesced a faith 
and a doctrine hostile to the 
Established Church and Constitution. 

3 . The effect of enaacipation wm.tld 
be to uniernine tre British 
Constituti on, under ;.hich En.Gland 
had enjoyed, and ha.d been able to 
to impart to Ireland, so many 
bl essings . 

4 . The admiss ion of Roman Catholics 
to Parliament would establish a 
sen tirent of religious indiffer ence 
in Parli~nt , vhich ;.ould infect 
the people and generate a con tempt 
for Christi3Ility itself. 

5 . The Catholics h e ld a. divided 
o.lleQ..once bet\1een i( i l1G a.'l'ld Pope , 
0\1ili~ the saoe loyalty to the 
Pope as to the Protestant K:L'1[; . 
They nere therefore unfit to hold 
civil office in Protestnnt England. 

6 . Political po;1er was a matter , not 
of right , but of expediency, to 
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be dispensed by the supreme 
authori ty. Since the lnteGrity 
of a Protestant Church and a 
Prote s ton t country wuJ.d be 
imperiled by yieldi11G to Catholic 
den.ends, i t Tias inexpedient to 
c;ran t e:;iancipa.tion to the Catholic 
subjects . 

7 . I t \'las folly to co:npare the situation 
of the Roman Catholics to that of 
th e Pro testant Dissenters (tho were 
c.cco rded c onp:e te equality in 1828) . 
Althou.811 they dissented from the 
Established Church, nevertheless 
they uere bound to it by their 
di ssent likeY1ise from the Church of 
Rome and by their protest agai nst 
the corruption of the Catholic faith . 

8 . The e!Jlnncipo. tion of the Co.tholics 
v.ould inevitably be foll owed by 
the a scendancy of the Catholic 
r eli Gion at the expense of the 
Protestant Church of Ireland. 

9 . The pr acti ce s of the Catholic Church 
Yrere idol atrous . (32) 

We ha.ve seen ~.bove th!lt the En.£;11sh 

Goverrumnt Grsnted the Catholic demands , not 

because they approved 0f them, but because to 

have refu sed tnem i;1on l d hav e broucht aoout 

still mrse results, ne.mely , an Irish rebellion. 

Hi s tory has refuted che o.r0uments of the 

opposition and has v indicated the deci sion of 

the Government . 
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PART II 

THE ARGUT·:IENTS ~m CIJ\.I US 

FOR AND AGAi i'TST 

E i.I A H C I P A T I 0 N 
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Cl..iap ter IV 

TI'11' iID DUCT IO 1if 

From the be.::;inning of the emancipatory 

movement in l830 t.o its end both pulpit and 

press vi~orously joined the discussions and 

debates on ttiis ~uestion in ?arlianent . The 

Members of Parliament t h emsel-ves , durirg t.'liis 

entil"'e i:;eriod, mver hesitated to press their 

points of vie,1, pro or cont ra, both in and 

out of Session, rli th the f ul l force of their 

a.bili ty . The art of the pmnphle teer es:pecinl]y 

flouri&led. As in the years 1753- 54 , rib.en the 

Je\7ish jJaturalization Bill convulsed the 

country, ond ac;ain in 1828- 29 , vhen t..'lie portals 

of political freedor.i nere opened to the 

Dissenters and Roman Catholics , a flood of 

p{Mlphle ts is sued :fron both sides to GS.i n the 

support of' the people c.:"'ld the vote of' Parli::unent . 

J ew ~1nd non- Je,1, clert,7 and laity participated , 

all ,:enuinely convinced of' the truth and 

justice o~ their cause . 

The ouestion of the adnission of Jews t;o 

Parlia.went provo~;:ed the (;I'eatest controversy , 

for this question nns riGhtl y reco 0nized by both 

advocates and opponents a.s crucial . I t was not 

that the protection of tbe Jewish status 
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re qu i red Jevli.sh rembers in Parlirulk:lnt . The 

Jews lmew ful l y1ell that if succes sfUl they 

could re ver attain more than :mlDCr ical 

insignificance in the Collll11ons. T'ney r ealized, 

howev e r , tl'l at only entry into the leg islature 

would esto.blish the m, beyond per adventure of 

doubt, o.s full citizens of Great Britain. 

The ir opponents, on the oti1er hand , saw in this 

concession the end of that pi'inciple of 

p olitical exclusion Y.hich had been so precious 

to them sin ce the ref'orr.1ation of ttie English 

Church, a nd the "fas- end" of VJhicb. , s.fter the 

dalllage of 1828 and 1829 , they souQ.lt t;o preser ve . 

They YTere , therefore, deterr.iined to defend, 

\·Tith s:Ll the energy at thei r co~1and, th is 

last bastion of political privi lege , 

pc.rlianentary exclusion . (33) 
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Chapter V 

ARGUUEi: TS AGAI :rs '11 E!.:AHCI p A.TI ON 

The principal ~.ri:;~ .. u :ents UI'Ged ~a.inst the 

Jevri.sh claims were reliGious in charac ter , 

proceeding U!)On tn::> Brounds , n amely, opposition 

to Jeuish teach il.1.£5 end 1n defe nse of' Christi 311ity. 

These vie s.."1al l present in d etail. Of !!!Uch 

lescer i r.1portance were the politic al and 

econotlic ch a r ge s n ade, \-.hich Yzill also receive 

considerat ion. 

A. RELIG IOUS- Oppo si tian to Je\71 sh Teach~ 

(1 ) Ti:e Jews uere ruiens , members of a 
sepai~ate llf'. t ion , the tenets of \-hose 
r eli Gion did not ?3 l~l.u t them to accord 
full al.le c iance to the Ki~ . The 
term 11alien 11 , a s here applied , uas 
used , not in any technical or legal 
sen s e , ( 34 ) but to denote the 
peculiarl y distL~ctive character of 
the Jey; . Be c a.use of their reliGi ous 
ins ti tu tions :;rid doctr i nes the Jews 
r.ru.st ever i~ez:rnin straJlGers in all 
lands of their sojourn unt i l their 
return. to Polest ine . Polit ical 
identification and social arnal g a.--nation 
vt.1. th their Christian ne i£7lbors is 
forbidden them. Al though d isper sed 
anr:>ns the nations of the vorld, a 
stro ng community 0£ sympathy and 
sent 1m.ent botmd them all i nto a 
d istinct people , stsndill{; aloof frotl 
their neighbors . Conse quently, the 
Jev1S l a c keel o. feeling of patrioti s n , 
a. sentil.."1.ent to rnke the welfare of 
the count17 of thei r residence an 
object of their concern, nhich 
rende r ed i:han unfit i'o r political 
functions. "A conscientious J"ew, " 
wrote 'IHE T lliES, "cannot feel a 
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Briton ' s ir.terest; he canriot , 
while he professes .Judaism, 
identify hil:lsel.f \'r.i. th England; 
he canDot love England as an 
En5lisbman shou1d , '\": ithou t ab juri.r\g 
his faith and trampl i ng underfoot 
tJ:1e holy laws and institutions 
cor.unitted to his forefathers . 11 (35) 
Several of the .Je;7ish antagonists 
averred that tha intere s ts of thi s 
"nation 11 were even ho stile t.o those 
of the people or:ionc '\"DOI:l they resided. 
An 1nv e terate .foe of rel i Gious 
.freedom, Sir Robert In{;lis , in ttle 
Cor!lmons ,during tbe session of 1830, 
clo.~d that tile .Jews ha.d been 
expelled from Bohenia in the preceding 
c~1tury for assistill5 an invading anny, 
and that the .Javrs of London had 
furnished !~epoleon ,71 th a loan t.o 
enable him to continue his 
hos ti li ties. ( 36) 

The .Jevrs \·1ere constant ly looking 
_fo rward to their restoration in 
Palestine . England, consequentl y , 
could never becon~ their honeland, 
but oust r01!lain rie 1·el y a place of their 
ro journ; nor could the .Je'\7s becor.e 
El1{;lishnen. , for they vrere firmly 
attached t.o the land of their 
f'o1"efathers, ond their anticipation 
of return deprived t.her.i of real 
interest in the prospari ty of England 
and its people . They v1ere W1doubte~ 
entitled to the protection of tlleir 
persons mid pro~ rty and to the 
W1distt.n~bed exercise of their r eliGion, 
but their !.lessianic hopes rendered 
them W1m r thy of the riGhts ond 
privileges of English ci tizen.s . Tbe 
Jew, exclai~ed Lord Belgrave in 1830 , 
" looked with :n incessant and 
lllldi vided reca.rd t;o the history of 
anotrer lar:d--he YTas the pa. tr lot of 
another soil , all his hopes and vrishe s 
turned toward it ; and his horoe s 
were the inhabi ten ts of another 
country, and it \'19.S upon their glories 
he reflected \1ith con.fidence-- it was 
to them h is !lB nDry r everted with 
delight . This divided interest 
i ncapaci ta.ted the British .Jew from 
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executin5 the du.ties he v.ouJ.d be called 
upon to perform as one en joying tre 
full privil.e ges of an 
Englishman. 11 (37) In support of this 
arBument, Sir Fobert Ing lis ~uoted 
to tl1e House of Connnons from a 
published letter by a certain 
Rabbi Crool,(38) teacher of Heb~ew 
in the University of Canbridge-
"Jevvs , whether they spend two days, 
or tvo months , or twenty years in a 
country, are equally strane;ers and 
sojourners. They nru.s t look to a..l'lother 
home and another country. "(39) 

(3) The removal o f Je\'risb. disabilities 
vould result in no practical advantage 
to the Jews because of their r e lic;ion. 
Although the liberal countries, France, 
The Netherl ands , and The United States , 
had placed their Jewish citizens on an 
equal f ootirJG \'T.i. t.11 the rest of the 
population, pi ti:fully few of tha"Tll h ad 
obtaire d uolitical office . 
Sir Robert Feel(40) arr;ued in the 
C0rnmons in 1830 that 11We fini them 
(i. e . , the Jews) in the possession 
of political. priv ileges i n France, 
in fhe Hetherlands, and in The United Sta t es 
of America--in the last , durinc; a period 
of forty ye a.rs and in t he two former , 
durin,s the last fifteen years , and only 
two Jevrs hnve i n tl1a t time been admitted 
to political offi~es. (11) You muy say, 
that si nee so few have been admitted, 
there is no danger in a.dmi tting English 
Jews to politic al powe1~ . liow the 
inference I draw from it is, that if 
the Jews e:m ect to derive so little 
advantage from the rer.10val of d isabilities , 
t.l-ie practical benefit to then must be vecy 
small ; and for such s. trii'le are ,.,e to 
depart from rihat has formed :for centuries 
one of the f1L-idar:iental principles of 
the Constitution (i . e ., belief in 
Christianity)? '' (42) 

B. RELIGIOUS-In Defense of Christi:mity 

(1) Since Ene:Land was a Cbristian country , 
i ts Parli~ 1ffi1t should be a Christ ian 
leg islat-ure. Only persons p1•ofess ing 
the Christian faith should be a&nitted 
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to civil off ice . It \.Ould be a tragic 
anomaly to enable .Jews to malrn and 
administer t he 2.o..ws of a Christian 
state, for tli.e welfare of both Church 
lln.d nation re~uired ~1at the 
le:;islatu:-e remain as it ~as , 
exclusively Christian. The character 
of tli.e country, it \"las u n.:'..ntai 11ed, 
was determined by the ch aracter of' 
the 1a g islatu.Pe. Consequently, it 
vould be ir."!possible to preserve tl1.e 
Christi an character of the forner by 
adl':litti~ into the latter person s 
hostile to Christianity. If t~e .Jew 
wished to le:;islate , he could m::i.ke 
hinself fit through conversion to the 
Christi an faith . ( ~3) 

The admission of .Jews to· equal ri(;hts 
vould destroy the Christi an character 
of the Cons ti tut ion . Fro:r.i the earliest 
l)ericx:l Christianity Yms interwoven 
'.'.ri th the Con sti tu'cion . Hereto fore , 
only persons accepti.'rl['; Christi~ tenets 
could ob tat n politic cl off ice . HoY1, 
hoviever , an attempt was beinc wade to 
depart from. these first pri~i.c iples of 
the Constitution . ( 44) Gladstone, v.ho 
did not speak in favor of the .Jeyli sh 
clai1~1s until 1817 , de clnred in 1841 that 
"In our ceneral "Grn.ctice our laws were 
in.odelled<J on the principle of Christiro1ity, 
a..Dd they (i.e . , Parlim:.ient) had u oole1:m 
recognition of those :pri:;1c i:ple s 1.n a. 
practice of co 1~nencin,s the daily 
procaed~s in both Houses of Pnrliro~ent 
by the sole11m Ln.vocati::>n and \'X:>rship of 
the Almichty. Such heiq; the case, they 
11ere not at liberty, accordi!l[; to the 
sense of t~ Constitution , to include 
every reli~ian a s the true one . The 
question then really before the House, 
a s it ap~ ared to hb1, was this-whether 
they wuld ccnsent to de stray the 
distL."10 ti ve Christ i anity of the 
Constitu tion ?" (45) 

Altb::m.::;h the Jews en joyed relicious 
freedom md i:e rsonal protection, their 
civil e!lanci nation Y1as mnde impossible 
by a e reat constitution.al priroipl e of 
laV1--tha.t Christisnity is part and parcel 
of the la\70f' the 1P.J1a. C-onsequently, i t 
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vme not an a.ct of i njust ice o r 
per· se cut ion to prevent a cl a ss of 
:rae:1 denyinG the doctri."1.es of 
Christimity fron expoundin& the 
laws :?...Tld ad!:1inisteri.n[; the courts 
of Enc;lc.nd for n.dJ1oren t s of those 
doctrines. (46) 

( 4 ) Th.c dele bi on of the \~ rds , "upon the 
true :faith of & Cbr isti m-i, '' f'ro:!l the 
st a.tu te - book w;:, uld create the L'IJ!Dression 
tho.t fu.e LeGi slature \79.S i."ld ifferent 
to reliGion. This con seriuence '1as 
frau[j.1t with Grave dan~e1~ . If the 
public sox1 that the i.:embers of 
Parliament were irnlifferen t to 
Christi.anity, 1~nkine no distinction 
between Christian and Jen, but (Sranting 
le £.; islati ve functions to both alike , 
it \'/Ould either destroy all re spect 
for the Hruse s of Pnrliai"lent , or 
injure the cm.l se of Christianity in 
tbe mi nds of the people . M0reover , 
ruch ccnduct \'.Qtlld denress ani relax 
tm eneroes of those- devout Christians 
vho were en';l\.-;ed, i11 foreign cl ires ~ 
in the pro;a.:;atian of the fci th. (47 J 

(5) The Je,·Jish people , i n fulfillment of 
of the scriptural prophecies , ,·,ere 
i.ml.eruo:t.n_; ~ speci a.l punish1;ient and 
<lisper sion, co rdomned t o sttfferil"-8 by 
d ivine j u :::t;e.'lent . Therefore , the ir 
admission to :political ri[;i1.ts \·1ould be 
\1.i. lf'ul disobedience to the •rill of God. 
The hostile p~"":lphle ts ~'ld newspapers 
of the dey vehemently exploited. this 
::irQl:.'1ent . Typical was this outrurst : 
11 
•••• yet b:>ld nu.st he be , ,·ho , 

presw:linG to be more benevolent or 
merciful than his Unker , would clothe 
the ' rejected heir ' (i. e ., the Jewish 
people ) with pmrnr , and place him amonc 
the rulers of the lalld, mile as yet 
the sentence of his conder.mo.tion , that 
he should .fi:.1d ' no restins- place far 
the so le of his foot ' renains uncancelled. 
The fact may be overlooked, rut it cai~~ot 
be controverted, that no peqi.e upon the 
earth st::ind in tl~ awful l ight to all 
others as do the Jews . ' Scattered and 
peeled ' anons all nations for ~~eir 
rejection esi_)ecially of RL"!l on \1bom 
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separate f'ron , a ·1d unco:uected m. t h 
any, they g leam in the darimess thnt 
surr ounds the~, as t11e bus h burninG 
Yrith Goel ' s wrath ye t C·:>nsUi."lled. Once 
the chosen li~ts of' the '<vorld , they 
are noTr the ::ippointed m1rni."'lg of the 
world, sifted into e very land to teach 
tha. t le sson by the ir woe u.nd 
deGro.dutio~ , vhich they had been 
desi r;ned to ten.ch by their happine ss 
O..Dd pro sper i ty; servinc us beaco~s 
to poi nt out . • • tile rock on rlnich the 
arlr or their stren.3th nas vrrec lred , snd 
t.o atte s t that no sin i.J so fatally , 
so deadly pr ovoca.ti ve of wrath o.s 
' mercy scorned.' " (48) 

(6) Sime the EnGlish Parlire:ient le.::;1slates 
no t 0!1l y fo:- tl:e State but ~so for the 
Est ablished Chur ch , the J ews 
dis~ualified them selves by profe~sing 
rel i .:;i.ous tenets hos tile to 
Christir.n'lty . liow could they, a s 
Me.mbe rs in Pru.,l ia.""le:it , vote f ai r ly 
and impsrtially on !·1easures havl.113 
for tbe 1r object the advancement of 
Christ i m1ity , a1d ~ore particularly 
the Church Est n.bl is11r.lent ? ( 49 ) 

Such rrere the 9rincipal arcuraents t>.dvonced 

by the n.dver sarie s of J e \'11 sh ema."lcipo. t ion . 

There r!~s , however , a prof'u.s ion of others of 

lesser m:por to.."l. cc . 

c. Ec::~o::rc !CD SJ CIAL 

In s:> !'.!e quarter s the econ0111ic and 
so cial trait s that chra-ac terized , or 
\rere believed to c!J.ar o..cterize , the 
Jews r1ere sti c·mtized. The Jen, it 
was held, :iever lalx> r ed or 9ro duced . 
He sv1armed to trade end usury, follo"1ed 
sordid pur sui ts , as peddling a."'ld ol d 
clothe~ , 0:1d avoided al l honorable 
er:1ployment . He rras a..b3orbed in the 
ac auisi tion of weal th , and, la.ek ing 
the· fine r se!ltiments , \'1as devoid o f 
culture ancl refinerent . 
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It is a circunstance to be n o ted that 

only i n rare irotsnces(SO) did we fird these 

ch nrge s made directl:- by Jevd. sh antar;onists . 

Our attention nas directed to them l c.r gely in 

c onneq-..ience of replies ques'.;ionil'\'.; their 

justice or their accuracy . ( 51) 

D. POLITI CAL 

Altholrj.1 he failed in 1829 a.on.ins t 
the Roman Cat lnlics, Sir Robert m 5lis 
oont inued to pl'.'ess his o.rJUment , nov; 
vr.ith the Jews as his object, that no 
nan posse sse s an abstract ri.:;ht to 
political p0';1er. Every subject co"uld. 
justifiably cl a ir.:i protection for his 
person, pro!)3rty, and reli3 ion, but 
tbe r:pverni!JG aithority cl.on~ was 
~titled to confer political po\'fer on 
t.liose '.'lbom it chose to s e lect . Such 
selection \"ias based on eJC!)ediency, and 
those excluded could not justly re.ise 
the cry of persecution. As for the 
Je\1s, e:A']?ediency demanded that full 
pol.it icsl privileges be withhold from 
th at people, rmo pr ofessed a relie ion 
of error . (52) 

E. :.rr;:oR 

It we.s maintained by s;?ne that the 
~re at 1.:o dy of truly relic;iou s Je\7S r;ere 
opposed to dl. l political ties wl th 
their neig...~l:ors . Sir Robert I 110lis 
availed h:i.Jm elf' of every op:_1ortuni ty 
to quote from Rabbi J acob Crool,( 53 ) 
3t1 unlmovn1 , s0l f - appo in ted noni tor of 
his people , in sup:!:lort of his contention 
that er:i.2!1c in::?.t i o:i could not be accented 
b :r the Je"as- without co:rnpromisin.s their 
rel i 5 ious prim iple s . His op::-osition 
o.nd that or h is colle~ues , therefore, 
could be vindicated ar "D. inv~luable 
service to the Jevrn the~tSelv~s . t54) 
Other o7'no:ients il:mlied th~t the 
incon s i~erable number of Jev1s :in the 
ki.ne;dom ( approxinately ::JJ , 000) 
handicapped the1a in their struggle . ( 55 ) 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury did not 
h e sitnte to r ernnrk: 11 • •• in vha t w~y 
the Jews had shotm any d isposition to 
resist ~le c on t i 1u:m.ce of this ~lleGed 
Grievance ( ns did the Catholic s before 
1829 ) he b'e w not . They !',.ad not , thnt 
he t1as a\·rc.re , evinced any disposition 
t o disturb the peace of the c0tmtry . 
There nas no daJ16e r i:fl.1ich their 
l or d&l ips could avert by such 
concession, nor did he see anything 
thnt could be GD.iced by i t . 11 (56) 

Wild :nd e x n£;geruted st:::i.t enent s nere 
l e ~~ion. It \7S.S nredic ted fuat " r.10 sc.ic 
r old 11 '\'.Ould convert the Pru.•lilElent 1r1to 
c. Jeyri:3h Sanhedrin . ( !; 7) It y;as 
calct:l ated that , followinG their 
ad:niss i on into the Le!:;isls.t ure , 
twen ty- f' i ve Jews -..rould secure seats 
in the Cormons . ( 58 ) Their entry to 
Pc.rlisnent \'rot:ld doo!:l t he ob se!'vance 
of Stu1day . ( 59 ) J ey:ish member·s r1ould 
doubtlessly abuse and r evile 
Chl•i s t i en i ty in the House . (60) The 
conplete euancip ation of the Je\'1s must 
si.'.)1 i fy the deni~.1 of Christ . ( 61) 
The pri~ ciple of the Jew Bill 
undernined the v er,., roc l{ unon •1hich 
the Church Establishnent was built , 
and nms t soone1• or later throw that 
Establ is..'11:.1ent down . (62 ) THE I.iOim I~"iG 
HERALD of !!ov e1:Der 8 , 1847 , LJ.sisted 
t hat "Baron Rothschild i s pre?ared 
and aro: ious t o upr oot the institutions 
bas ed on the Chris tian fci..th. 11 (63) 
I.test distor t ed wo.s the utterance : 
"This , S ir, is rhnt your Act 
(of ena nci po.tion ) V!l ll prod<.1ce : Pas s 
it , and the Pnrli sncnt is disc raced1 
Pass i t , an d Encla.T1tl i s fallen! Pc.ss 
i t , and Christi m i~y is ven qu is..hed1 tt ( 61 ) 

As duri~ a.11 previous a tterapts to 
mai.:1.t:lin t h o principle of political 
excl us i on , so now apP3tlS Ytere made 
to the ignor an.ce and bigotry of the 
people . The Jev1 was constantly 
rel'.>resented as the de scendant of those 
Yho had c rucified Jesu s C!'.rist ond had 
invoked his blocxi u pon t h enselves and 
t heir ch i ld r en . ( 65 )- His degr adation 
Yms attributed to hi s stubborn refusal 
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to recoGnize the divine character of 
Jesus . (66 ) The charge vms i n puted 
to hin tli.at l:e scorned and de S'Oised 
Him y:ho \'IUS o.cc luir.ied oy oll others 
~s God, c o.lli....-1c Hil.11 an inposter . (67) 
The Archbishop of Canterbury d i d not 
scruple to assert that ''The pr ofession 
of a. Jew ' s f:i. i th i "'lcluded in it a 
decl nrat ion that the Sa..viour was a 
rricked in:pos ter and one who justly 
Slffered deatl1 --one vho cast disgTace 
upon the ~!arne and brought exile and 
servitude and :i:;e rsecution upon t!1eir 
nation. 11 ( 68) An::l JOim BULL cor.nnented 
edi torial ly in 1849 , "Belief in 
Christ stonds in the Y1ay of 
Baron Lionel de Rothsch ild ••• tbe 
Saviour llrust [;i. ve \lay that the Boron 
l:tay enter the British House o f 
C01'F.lo ns . 11 

( 6 9 ) 
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Chapter VI 

ARGU1.IEHTS FOR ~!1AYCI P ATIOlJ 

11Born in England of Ene;lish p 'U'ents , I 

ackno ·1l ed.ge no other land as my country ; no 

other nRtion a s J!fJ nation. I avon t."1'1e fullest 

and most devo~ed o.J.:e g iance to he r most 

GCO.cious Uajesty ~ueen Victoria; and I c;laim 

to be 9laced on a just equality vlith her other 

clutiful and affectionate subjects ; and in 

this I e:-q:> res s the f o el ings o.1:d sentiment s of 

::?.11 i:arsc:ns professinc th~ .Jewish relic;ion, who 

l~v·<:: h3d tli.£ ,:pod fortune to be born Britons. "(70) 

These Yord2, writ ten by a distinguished Je\'/ish 

p!Tysici:m in 1847, exiress concisely the 

determined conviction in which wero [;l'Ounded 

the emo.ncipo.tory clo.ir.is of the .P ... ne;lo- J ewisb 

co mr.nmity. J eni.sh s poi:e SJ~1en, as Barnard Vr:rn Oven , 

Francis IT . Goldsn.id , ond David Salo!!lo::is , 

~ubli&1ed forceflli pamphlets , unich e lo quent l y 

susta ine d the justice of their people ' s strur;gle . 

:-or \Jere Christian advocates v1e.11ting, \"1ho , in 

a.11d out of P o.r li ni:ie nt , devotedly supported the 

.Jerli sh cause . ( 71 ) 

A. REFUTATIOi$ 

Much time and space Y1ere spent by the 

clump ions of Jewish liberation irl r efuting the 
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objections of the opposi-cion, obje ctions v.bich 

Yrere described by !!acauley as ha.vine "been 

enployed to vindicate ~ systera full of absurdity 

o.nd injustice . "(72) 

(1) The Jerrs, cane the 11n.rning , forned 
a separate and distinct nation, the 
English members o"f: \ilich Yrere more 
a.ttached to their co-religionists the
world over than to their fellow
countrymen. To this serious charge 
many v i{;orous r epli 6 s \·1ere r.1n.de. 'l'he 
nationhood of the J ewish ~ople , it 
was asserted, had c eased long ago, with 
the destruction of their state in tile 
year 70 by the P.m::ums and thei r 
subsequent dispersion 32:10113 the no.tions 
of the yrorld. ThouGh bound together 
into one spiritual can::ll.Ll'lity by a 
sin&le faith , nevertheless , in 
political fee line , du"!y, c.-11d a.ttachment , 
the Jews lmew only an nnque stioning 
loyalty to the land of their residence . 
Thou~ t.'1ey po :.nted to a co r.n::i.on 
ancestry and a co ::m1on h istory , yet 
their :politicsl nllecio.nce belonr;;ed 
to thei r respec tive sovereign . Fai tlli.CU1 
to the injunc tio?1 of Jeremiah, "Build 
ye houses a.l"ld dwe 11 there i n and plent 
gardens a •1d eat the fruit thereon • ••• •• 
Seek ye the pe n.ce of tile city '.-more 
ye d\'rel 1, and I>rOOJ fol' it , for in 
the peace tl~rcof he sha.11 have 
peace . 11 ( 29 : [;, 7 ) , the Je\"1, Yhenever 
::ie~:litted , alua7s identified hLT!l.Self 
Yri th his native land , entering into 
its varied activities , strivins to 
advance its best interests , and 
eten1ally read;;r t o sacrifice everythL~, 
even h i s li£e , Ll"l its defense . I n a 
word, h e constantly rought to becoire 
a geed ru"!.d usei\11 citizen. l'To , there 
rm.s no Jcn·ri3h nntionl But the Enclish 
Jeni d id belonc to a nnt ion -- that 
nation rhich cocnum.ded the ::illegia.nce 
of the inhabitants of' the British 
Empire . ( 73 ) 

Numerous instances uere cited as 
incon testable evidence of Je\·rish 
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alle13iance 31'1d loyalty to their 
native lands. When, in 1745, Charles 
Edy;ard, Pretender to the Br itish 
Crown, Y1as successf'ully advancing 
tovm.rd London, ~.nd the c ountry \'!:ts 
threatened \7ith banla-uptcy , the 
Jews freely placed their weal th 
at tl1e dis? osal of the goverr..":lBnt, 
the only sacrifice pernitted, for 
tm ra.1ks o:f the army were clo sed 
to them. ( 7 4 ) I n the YI a.rs o f 
Liberation, :from 1 813 to 1815, 
hu.i"ldreds of Jewl sh youths joyously 
enrolled in the Armies of Austria 
ro1d Prussia, eager to prove their 
pa.triotisLI with their lives, a,sninst 
Napoleon , the be:aefactor of the ir 
people but the enemy of their 
fatherland. Dtu"ing the seige of 
Ant~·mrp by the .... rench, in 1832 , many 
J e11s \'1ere in 'v.ue defe:ndlng Dutch 
army, vho , by the testimony of thei r 
co:r.u:1.0.nd:inJ officer, General Chasse , 
were u..tiexcelled in their zeal and 
devotion . (75) The liberal countries , 
France , Rolland, and the United St:ltes, 
nere adve1~ted to as exe:n1)les 
at-te sti.n[; the co;71p1 tency of Je\'TS 
to fulfill the duties of full cit izens 
\'herever adr:ii tted to ful l 1"iGhts. ( 76 ) 
Freauen t nei.l tion rms l!k"-de of the tribute 
naid the Jens in t re French. Ch3:ra.ber of Deputies , in 1330 , by 1.1. Herilb.ou, 
i.Iinister of Public I"1struction: 
"But sine e the Cons ti 'cuen t Ass embly 
placed the Israel ites on o. foot:in(; 
ni th other citizens, they have 
partaJ;:en of our Glory and misfo rtunes , 
their blood has flowed in ".;he sane 
fields of battle as OU11 s, -- their 
cl1ildren ho.ve be en brou.Ght up in 
ti'le s a:ne scllools nith those of t.lieir 
Christi on brethren, -- t:.J.ey have 
ir.lbibed the s~~e principl.es, adopted 
t.11.e same hnbits, ind have becone most 
deserv in0 ci tizens . 11 (77) 

( 2 ) I t was true as their foes clo.i.ned, 
tha.t the Jews looked forwo.rd to their 
restoration in P:tlestine . But this 
hope o.nd expectation did not render 
them :inca~Jable of becor:lin3 En:;llsbmen . 
Their p:ist history wan a 
prai sem rthy rec ital of love and 
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dev otion to the various lsnds in 
w_ti.c!l t~ey n::ld drrel t . Or ex~ine 
the c0ntcn9orcry life of the 
E!JGlis.'1 Jews - they bou3ht :md 
fur::ti shed h0:.!e z ; they entered 
L.1.to the busines s c01:ipetition of 
the con::lh-tl ty as ea.[3erly as their 
felloy;- countr:yrncn ; t-l!ey nere r:uite 
sensitive to the f1.uctuations of 
the st.o cl:: exc!ln...n,se ; they f llled, 
vrith pride , those pui)lic offices 
open to the~ ; they regru.·ded 
thensel ves , not as stran.:;ers 01" 
ro journers in the lru~d , but o.s 
!1atives and lo:to.l subjects of tha 
Crov.n. The resettlement of the 
J ewl sh. }!eople in Pcl.esti:1e , by 
divine :Jl0a1s at so ;·,10 i 11def.1.nite 
time in the i'll ture, vmil e anticipated 
by hi:n, did not ,.ri thdraw the Jew 
fro:~ ~1-ie deri..ands or do.i ly 1 ife nor 
n n.l::e hi::i \?Ent~ i n p".triotisn , md 
\'.OUld not r e11c1.cr hi..., less cnnable 
to ~:e rforr1 3.bl 1 tlle f'unc t ian-s m. th 
\niCh !>Oliticai equ:U..ity v~uld 
invest nin. I t y;as not to be 
f'or[p tten th~t the ~11.I' istian too 
believed, li!:e the Je,.,, in a future 
I.iessianic <30e , ;7hen nat ion:al interests 
ond differ ence s \7.JUld vanish, a..11d 
the presen t v10rld- oruer cease. Yet, 
in !)ractice , thls theolo::;ico.l vieu 
had not the sli~htest influence upon 
h is atto.ch.'l'.lent to hi s country. So 
Yi.i th the Jen . The truth of the 
~:R tter y1as that the predictions of 
reli[;ion, whether of Judo.i sri or 
Christi:mity, e::ercised no mmy ovei• 
the behavior of hti..-n:m bei:;.3s by 
l .. easun of the indeterminate nature 
of the time of their fulfillment . 

Wit.h. GI'eat eloquence Ur. Robert Grsnt 
supported the JePish position in the 
Conmons, i n 1833. He all uded to the 
service of the Jey1s in the higmst 
civil of f ice s of the lends of thei r 
residence fron e::irl iest tines on , 
w.i. th e speci ol er:1phasis on their 
eminence in :.roori3h, a-id later in 
Christian, Spain . I n conclusion , he 
nuoted f r o::i tro documents n.tte$ting 
::ln undivided allegiance to the ir 

,. 
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seve r e i_:;n. T"ne Greo.t Sanhedrin, 
conve1ed by Ho.poleon in 1807, 
reported to the emperor, "The 
Grand Smhedrin declare s that every 
Israelite , born a:rl educated in 
F.l."a.'1ce , a:ld in the lcir~dor.i of I to.ly, 
and adr.litted t.o the r it;hts of a 
citizen by t!.1e la\7S of these states , 
is bound by his r cliGion to consider 
then. as h is country , to serve thel!l, 
t.o defend t:1eI:J., to obey the laws, 
and to conforo, in. all his 
t ro.n sac ti on s , to the re...,ulo.tions 
of tl10 cl v il code . " In answer to 
the question , 11nheU1er al l e g innce 
is due to the sove:i.'e i s n and laws 
of t he cotmtry in v.zhich they r eside?" 
s. "Catee-"1. i ~:i o:l the Eleoen t s of the 
.J<:mish Paith" for the instruction 
of J e·nish youth declared, 11Certo.i n1y ; 
a s lonG n.s the Messiah, our Redeener, 
is not cori1e , !i1e kiq; under •hose 
urotec ti on we live 1:rust be e stP.ened as a kine of Israel; and the country 
in Yhich ne live and are maintained, 
and unt".er fue shadow of \.hose 
,::pvcrn.r:lent we e!1joy security Dnd 
COi:It' ort, r:ru.st be considered in the 
s:Jfile licht o..s the land of our 
fbrefo..thers . 11 (78) 

(3) \"/ith r esJect to the contc:1tion tho..t a 
Christi a"rl country should have an 
exclusive Christian l~~islature , 
Franc is TI. Gnldsi.1id pointed t.o the 
so phis try hidden in this ar.su;~1ent 
of u siTG the term 11 Chrict ian 11 in t v.o 
entirely different s e:1scs , meani!l{; 
in the first case "composed ch iefly ", 
c.rrl in the second "c ompo sed \•holly, 11 

of Christi ans . I f ore or the other 
of 1he tv.o i n terpretations o f the 
tern were accepted, the !ll'Q.lfilent 
coll apsed. Assuming the word 
"Chri sti!l.Tl11 to mean 11cor:1pos ed chiefly" 
of Christians , th e election of a mere 
handful )f Je\'/ish mct'.lbcrs to 
Pn.l~lia:ien t \c,ould not de s t r oy tl1e 
e ssentisl l y Christian character of 
that body. If, on the other ha.nd , 
by "Christian " Y1as n eant "c omposed 
wholly" of' Christiruis , then En; land. 
tms not a Chr istian country, and could 



not c: aim s·.ich title until she bad 
expel led fro::n her confines , not 
only every profes s :int; J ew, but, in 
addi t i :m, every Eng lishman v1:b..o 
r efused t.o avo11 the Christi on f aith. ( 79 ) 
Chris t i3n advocates m::.inttlned that 
the "existins Christian character 11 

of Parliament would not be iT:1po.ired 
by tl:e admiss i on of Jews . They 
pointed. to pt•eceden ts in various 
:rnrts of the En:pirc , as well as in 
the liberal lane.ls . "You ar e act :i.ng 
wi th the e1'Jssest i ·i.COi1siste.1cy , " 
the i.:arauis of' .Lansdowne inf armed the 
Hrn.~ se of- Lords i n 1840, tilich had 
been , tli th per s i stency , t..'1nart il'(; 
all attempts to rel ieve the Jews of 
their restrictions. "In many par ts 
of i-er I.iaj esty ' s ddninio:ts J ews are 
at t his mom3nt s itti!'.('.; as member s of 
tl1e Lec islo.ture by the authority of 
ttl e la\"7 . L'"l J maica , or in Canada, 
a Je y1 nay be a r eprese nta..ti ve i n tl1e 
LeQ. sl:ltllre ; ::l.."1d by th is d cy ' s post 
I rece ived a newspaper fro m Cey lon , 
,·ihich st~te s tmt a J e\"1 is a membe r 
of the Le:;i slatu r e of that island. 
Ye t the bis..1-iops are safe in those 
c olo:1ies; and the re14;ion of each 
colony is not affected by the fact 
th at n J e,·r '::':la:<J be a :rn.er.1ber of tl1e 
Lo[;i. slarure . Ye t here it is thou.3ht 
by sane tha. t to adn:i. t thP. Jews ''° uJ.d 
b e t.o con ta:'ll..na. t e the ch tU' ac ter of 
the Christian assembl y into Yhich they 
e ntered. All \'iho have a fair clain 
t.o politicnl ri[;hts shoul d be al l owed 
t.o possess them; and Chr ist i anity 
doe s not ~rcclude therl. 11 (80) 

(4) The e.dmission of J ews to c0mplete 
equal ity , it ,·ms objected , rould 
destroy the Chl'istian character of 
the Cons tituti on. This chal~acter 
of -;;he Coas ti tu ti on , ar.s"Ued 
Lord J oh."1 Ru s ::el o.nd others ~ if it 
ever had any r eality n.t al l , could 
have e;:i sted on l y since 1828 m'ld 1829, 
for urev ious to tho se yes.rs ma.Yly 
Cbr isti an sects ,.,ere e:~cluded fron 
the blessi nes of that Con s t i tut i on . ( 81 ) 
S:i.nri.larly, other s denounced t h is 
ob jection n s a sophis m dictated by 
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prejuc.lice . Dr . Lushi.n£;ton, a learned 
:md disti!lQlished me1:Jbe r of the House 
of CoI:l!:'lOns , i llustrated its tenuoas 
no.. ture : " • • • L"l ti :es of Pope ry, ·.1as 
ClU'is t ian i ty the pr inciple of the 
Constitut i on ? Ho l The religio-ri of 
the state rras the i-•el i[; i on of the 
pope i'o r the th~ b e i113, nnd Ul;) to 
the reic;n of Y/illi an III , tl1e 
princiule of the cons ti tt1tion and 
the reiig i on of the State \"/ere 
dir ect intolcr'.:\tion , without ~he 
slit;htest re~c.ru to the r eli [.;ious 
op inions of others." (82 ) 

I n answer to tile nr ote ::::t3.tion that 
Chri sti=inity ':ins p~rt snu parcel of 
the l an of the lnnd , i t was pointed 
out tlw.t tl1e Chri stir1nit~r thus 
protected '.-ms solely the ChristinJ1ity 
of the Church of Eni)- ru:id by ln.w 
estc.blished. As for the other sect.s
t.lie Dis senter s o.!"il tile Rornnn Co.tholics
v.rhile the ir Christiani t:r \7C.S not thus 
rec o.:;iized by t~;o lm-: , every s ta.te 
and rmnicipD.l office had been opened 
t.o t.'!e~, and none could say t~mt 
th is latter jus t:i. ce had operated to 
the hurt of the Esto.blisned C~urcl~ 
Sir.til~ly the r er.mvol of Jevti sh 
d.isabill ties \7W.ld ~ot be c. 
d e c lc.!'ntion of w~ o.c:.inst the 
Christianity of the Churc!.l of EnG].~d 
nor rer:ove it from the protection of 
the 12.\·!. (83) 

The fear that J ewish civil equal it--y 
m uld de s troy, or at le ast injure , 
ClU'istianity yms proved c;rru.ndless. 
It wo.s emphasized that , ccntrary to 
tlle co 111Tersiona.l activiti es of other 
relic ions , the J ew \m~ enjoined by 
his rel:ie;ion fron i.-iterfer i nc \'T ith 
that of others. He souvit no 
proselytes to ml.(;me n t his nw.Jbe r s . ( 84 ) 
Vias Christianity so frail and feeble , 
so~ asked, that the o.<Lilission of a 
fe\7 Je\7S to Parlia..""lent Y.ould overthro\7 
it ? H2.d France, Hol l and_, and the 
Uni ted State s becoi:e less Christian 
s inc e t heir J e Yrl sh s ubjects had been 
I'aised t.o an equal footiq:; vii th the 
r e s t of tl1e p opulution? (85 ) 

.. 
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On tt:.e c0ntrary1 Eei. ther Christianity 
n01" the Church of England had 211.yth1l1G 
to ~:. prehend .f1"or.1 the Jev1s . One 
\1I'i ter revealed t hat the Je\"ts had 
re v er "refused to p~.y thei r sl1P.re 
to '.'.'E'.l"ds the sup:_'.)Ort of the Church, 
as so?""e of their Christi an neighlx> rs 
have done , and c a1 t inu~ to do ••••••• 
The practice of the Jey1s in 
contributing tn educational Christian 
establimments, as well as to the 
Church , doe s not p1'0ve suc h 
extroord inary hatred to Christianity 
and its professors; nor does the 
presentation o f a piece of la.nd by 
Sir I . L. Gold::r..id, for the pur i)ose 
of builcUng a church. , i:;; i ve t1 s occasion 
to thirJ~ that , if in Parli rure nt , he 
m uld be nn i i 1p ted vii th a des ire to 
pull dovm the establish:::ient . 11 (86 ) 

(7) The fa.ct that ?arl i ai.1ent l P-t; islated 
for the Established Church as \7el 1 
as for the 1 ation offered D-"'l. obstacle 
to J evr.t s h entry into that body, 
tl1ich t heir OP!)O"'..c :1ts \1ere quic k to 
s e izc upon . The Arch bi shop of Dublin, 
(Richard Whately , D. D. ) hoY·~ver , in 
a l!le~orable address in the Kous e of 
Lords , ; :::1 1833 , presented a mo st 
co.sent arguaent to overcom this 
difi'icul ty . "Whoever, 11 he said, 
" is acL-Utted to a s eo.t Lri the 
Legislature , is mr:litted to a &'lore 
in the e,u vernncnt , not only of the 
State , but also of the Church; snd 
that , not 0·1ly in respect of its 
ter.1poralities , but also of purely 
Ecclesi astical affairs . I f , t herefore, 
the 1Juestion be asked , 1 Vlhnt r~t 
can a Jew l!ave ' under :my circu:~lStances , 
to leeislate for a Christi on Church? ' 
I lmow of no ms, .. er that can be Given to 
tbnt question , except by askinc; anol:iber : 
'.7'.ll:it rit;ht has a Rom::l.Il Cathol ic to 
leeislate for a Protestant Church; or 
a Presbyterian fell" an Episcopal 
Church: What rig}.1t , in m ort , has 
sny ~an to lcg islnte , in Ecclesiastical 
matters, for any chui"ch of Vlhich he 
is not a member? This anon nly appears 
to me to exist in all these cases 
alike . The Je,1s , it i s true, ore 
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much furt2::er removed fror.t us th::m 
any sect of Christ ia...YJ.s ; but it 
does not follow that they are more 
likel,,to n ake in!1ovut:Wns in our 
relit;i.ous :insti t utions . They rever 
:it te:::pt to rnl:e pr oselyte s , nor to 
introduce into Christianity o.ny 
a&:.1ixtur'3 of Judaism; nor is i t 
lil::ely they \'IOUld a.tte:11pt , in any 
wey to interfere rlith the doc trL"les 
or il'ls titutions of any description 
of Chri s tians. Christia.:.1s , on the 
contrary, o-: d i f ferent persuasions, 
have often i ntc1•f13red L"l the most 
violent nanner rri th each oth e r's 
faith and \•.orship. Th e Pre s by terians 
did, \'le kr..ow, a.t one t i me , v1hen they 
g ained the ascendancy in this country , 
eject fr om every parish in Eneland 
the Episcopnli on cl~rGY , ond uere 
1n turn ejected by them; and I 
need not ren i.nd your Lordsh ips of 
the nnny and violent strUGgles 
between Ronan Cathol ics and 
Prot estm ts 1n this end i n m2l'!y 
other countries. In fnct , the 
nearer apuroo.ch to each othJr i n 
point of- faith. between different 
denomi nat i ons of Chris t ians tha.n 
between Christia..n.s and J evts , :Lt1stead 
of di minishi!'l..g , !_,,_creases the risk 
of their endeav ouriJ1b to ru. te r or to 
over throw each other's religion . 
Althout;h, t."1.ereillre, I canno t , m 
the ab stract , approve of J ey1s being 
adr.titted to le ....; islate for a Christian 
Church, or of the Eccle siastical 
concerns of ;my church b e i.nt;, :in 
any des r e c , unler t he control of 
such as are not m mbers of i t , I 
can;1ot on that Ground ccnsent t o 
·:;itbhold civil rights frot1 the J ews, 
i:lhen Ronum Catholic s and Dissenters 
hav e been admitted i~1to ? crli::u::ient ; 
s inc e , i:i the case of the Je \'ls , the 
anonaly is no t greater , a ld tile 
dal'.:\Ser is even l e ss. The ne arer any 
class of i:ien approach to ourselve s 
in their fal. t h , the more 1 1.kely they 
are to :interfere Yr.i th ours •••• 'fie 1010\·1 
that the Ronan Ca t 11olics h ave 
persecuted the Protestants, and the 
Pro t estsn ts, in their turn, the 
Ror.i:n Catholics- - in ahort , we lmow 
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that t.."1.~ v~"t'ious sects of Christians 
have dore more , in l':l.Ole sting each 
other ' s faith ond r..o rs hip , than 3rfY' 
Jews or P!lf;~S have done against 
Christi::mity. 11 (87) I.fr . Gladstone , 
Lord JoPJ• Rus~ell , and other 
distino1ished t:enber s of Parliament 
concurred in thin vie\!. (83) 

The abrurdity of ob jectins to Je\1inh 
equality on the be.sis of the 
scriptural r,r ophe c ie s condemning the 
Jews to be 'usnderers on the face of 
the ce.rt..h." was reveal. ed . A J ew, it 
was expla:ined, could hold the office 
of :-.e.gistrate, sheriff, or slderrl2n, 
but not a seat in Po.rliar.ient . l~ow , 
by rhat rule of reason o r revelation 
did lID.n arro.::;ate authority to himself 
s:> t o interpret divine :prophecy as 
to draw a. lire between an aldern3Il 
arr1 the ri@1 t to sit ~-n Pc.rliro..1ent ? 
All CP..risti ans \'/e re ad.J!lonis.1-ied to 
leave the fulfillment of prophecy to 
its divine Author and concern tba'l'!lselves 
\'Tith the ClU'istinn precepts of love , 
mercy , a.Tld ch:.-.rit:r . (89) 

The ~ttack upon the social m~d nornl 
con.di tion o[ the 3nclish Jeus m1s 
vic;orously met by r.iany J ewinh and 
non- Je,·rlsh spokesnen. In o. letter to 
THE TIEES Bernard Van Ovon ably 
defended his people • "The J cm 11 

he urote, "is accused oi' love ~f 
money, but i t is i'or:,u tten that all 
otl-:er !'leans of distinction ere deniA!d 
him; that he uu.st rise by neal th 
or not rise at nll; and if, o.s h~ 
Y1el 1 lmo ws , to en m.u•e we al th be to 
ensure rank , respect , ::md at ten ti on 
in socie ty, doe s the bl o....-,e r est \7i th 
him vho e:ideavors to reouire i:1eal th 
for the sru-:e of the distinction it 
w:i.11 purchase , or Yr.i th the s e c iety 
vD.1ich ::;o readily bo \·rs do\·n at the 
shrine of nm: JOn? It is not 
pretended t.h.e Jew is n niser , that 
he desires to acquire nealtb. r.erely 
for the loathsome gratification of 
hoardL~ it •• • •• • 'i.'he Je\"1i~l-i merchant 
is [;B:ierally profuse in hi s 
ex!)e!lditu.re : he hns laboured to 
gain riches on account of the respect 
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\'il ich they r:ill procure for hin, 
and he lG proud of expendL'l.g 
t ::.e.m •1ith the sp.::~e view. But it 
is so.id a.10.t the Jevrn uur sue 
dosrading employnent- - Tu1at they 
are ha\7:rnrs , pedla1's , old 
clothesmen , etc ., that there are 
:lot arao11cst then men of cultivated 
nbi li ties, ou tllor s , 91't ist s , or 
patron~ nn.cl pro tectors of the al'ts . 
All this is not literally true ; 
tl1ere 3l'e nnon i:;st the Jey;s , even 
of the !Jr' e sent day, very ~:1any of 
hic;!lly cult ivnted talents , a1d so:.ne 
···h." h ave creatly d isti:1[,"t!ished 
tb.3:::-.1selves ; and if thc:.'e be not 
mo::.'e o:: the1:i, the reason nay be 
fotmd in their exclusion frm:i D.ll 
the smai.naries cf le ar~1ine , and 
their ccnsa ,.,uent devotion to the 
pursuits of co:rB1'ce ; and as to 
the de.:;rad1:1g pursuits r.rhich they 
are accused of fo l :!. o-:Ji:1G, thei r 
accusers ibrt;et to L11form us that 
they are driven into snch :r)lu,suits 
by t::i.e ls.vis or re!..,ula tions or 
various r.:n.micipalities, thich, i:1 
l::u'.:;e m Yms a.t least , a l loY1 ther.1 
no others •••• . • !!is (the Jen ' s) 
charity is universal , unbom1ded c.,--id 
unccasir)f; : hi:1sel:' the child of 
misfortune and t :1e objec-:; of 
op~Jression , his ear is never tur ned 
a'ila;f , his la.?!d is l'lever closed, 
when the piercin::; cry of sorr ow or 
of mmtassnils hi.":! , ·;.hencesoever it 
ney or ise. 11 ( 00 ) The Christian 
pc.rti sans of Jewish libe ration, vii th 
o. un:mi::lous voice , attributed the 
noc in.l and r.iorol faults that mnrlced 
the Jeyrs to the discril.Linntory 
lcg:i slatian ~ahich prevented t1:ei r 
full participation in t !1e life of 
the cou.n try . 

(10) O~e r.10re i.":lporta:-it o.rf>u:.10nt of: the 
opposition r o o~llir0 s o. t; :,en tion., i. e ., 
the oft- :-citc::-ated ch3I',:Se t11at the 
Jews ch~a.cterized Jesus Christ as 
sn ir.l}_)ostor a.1d Christicr.ity c. .fable . 
Typical of the Cll:'istian d issent to 
this 21 le c;ation Y:o.s the follotrL.YJg 
statenent of a l.iember of Pnrllament , 
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I.tr . C. Pe ars:> n : 0He m1s acouainted 
Yrl. th Je\'!s for thirty- five ye-ru"s ••••• 
and declare s t!10.t he never in h is 
life heard f all i'rom the lips of on e 
of the Jewish IJ~ oplc a s:ini.;le r.ord 
or ser-tenco , not only not r esen·:)lLYJO 
i n the slir:;hte st decree the 
e ;..."'P re ssion inputed to thern--th:it 
of callinG the SavioUl' a orucif ied 
i mpo sto r - - rut not even a si nGJ.e 
expression \7hich the most d.elic ate 
and i'anti dfous Christb.n could be 
offended at . 11 ( 91) I n h is l'eply 
t::> the att:ic:: of Dr. Croly , 
Hr . A. L . Gr een oxo ressed the 
~TeYrl. sh posi tian on thi s su bject--
11 I def'y you to quote en ac!{nowled~ed 
cl assi col s tmic1xed Rabbinico.l. 
authority , in Slpnort of yo·Xf.' ch~ce 
tho.t \7e hc.ve any en::iity o.&ainst 
Chris tians , or r '3Vile Christ , --
why t !1e \·hole systen of morals i n 
tl1e Hew Test :rtent, is but an echo 
of the Ol cl, o.nd in d isp:'.rasing its 
moral doctrine Y1e sh".lu ld be but 
fL"1d.i.nt; i'rult Yd.th our orm. 11 (92 ) 

B. AFF'IBi.lATIO!TS 

Let us non turn to the po sit ive D.l'.'b"Ur.1ent s 

a:1d c lai:".!S u r ged in behalf o ~ the Je\"rs . 

(1) The le .:;islaticn of 1828 :and 1 829 , 
ad!.li tt :i..n(:; Dis enters and Ror.wn 
Catholic s to oll :-iQ:lt s of ci t izensi1ip, 
h:id es tabl ished the principle t hat_ 
reli3ious dif.i:"'e~'ence s must not be 
mad e a bar to c i vil liberti es . A 
man' s l'eliis ion Y!US a mntter s olely 
between h i s conscience and h is God . 
Hence , h is rel i Gious opinio.1s , 
h oYrever they :'.':dQ.'l t dis sent f r o:::i 
those of the Established Church or 
eve~ Chris t ianity, were not to 
con stitu te c r ounds for ci v 11 
diso_u alifica.tion , provided tJ1ose 
opinions did not r.lillto..te noa:nst 
ti1e s e curity of the s tate or the 
ol lesi mce due its s overeiGD. 
Lor d John Russell thus defended 
ti1 is _principle : "Ronan Catholics 
and unitarians rrcre alloned to sit 
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in Parl:t::w.ien t , thOl\dh the one 
conoidered the Chw.~ch of EnGlo:nd 
an apos tacy , and the other a 
corrupticn . Those t!1en rho nould 
e:(clude Joris nr0 cied on a false 
assw:iptian , th at nore ought t.o 
be adnit~ed to political power 
but those Y1ho were of tl1e reli;;inn 
of t..11.e state . Rel i3ion no lone e r 
car.ie into the C"Ue stion, Yi1.e~ any 
nan Yd shed to o e adr.1i tted to the 
privileces of ti1.e CoJst itutio~. 
I t had been decided, over ond over 
a[;:lin, by :::w. j ori ties of that House , 
t h at no o;-:e \7:13 objection a.ble on 
the srou nd of hi s r e l iG ion , but 
only on tho cronnd of mm tins 
l oyalty to the kin t; and f i delity 
to the sta to. The Jens had 
acquired pro pe rt.-y , bore thei r 
s h .are of t.l-ie burdens , and con tz-i buted 
to the ex i.:;encie s of the nation; 
th ey paid the taxes and obeyed the 
laws , m d the House ou,:;ht to be 
;;lad to adnit then as eo od and 
fai tlli~l subjects . 11 ( ( 93 ) 
Sir Robert Peel, cllo had left t.l-ie 
exclusioni~t ronks by 1848, 
ooncu rred YLi th Russell . "If you 
(i . e ., the opponents ) can show, " 
he declared in that year i n the 
Commons , 11 th at the nain t enance o f 
certain religious opinions by the 
J e't'IS is c. decisive proof of their 
c i vil u.n·1or t!1incss , :tou nay h::iv e 
a ri[;ht to eAclude the o fro::i poYier; 
but the o:iu:::; of S:.1owint; this is 
imposed u:}on you • The pre snnp t i on 
is in their fo.v our . Tlle pre su:rapti~ 
is , that a Jen, as a. subject of th.e 
British Cr oYm, is entitled to all 
the quo.li ..:'ico.tious md p1"'ivile£;es of 
a British subject . 11 ( 94 ) Lot us 
listen to :.Is.c aulay , as he derided 
the recourse to religious test s 
for p oll ticol com!)0tency : "The 
points of d i fference between 
Oh r is ti ani t y ond Juda.iS?l.l have very 
much to do yf.i th a rnsn 1 s f'i :ne s s to 
b e a bi shop or a. rabbi. But they 
have no more 1D do nith hio fitne s s 
to be 0. macistrate, a le~islQtor , 
or a n:inister of finance , than with 
h1l3 f i tness to be a c obbler . lfobody 
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has e ver thouc...r.t of compell i.ns 
cobblers to na!ce nny declaration 
on the trt-e foi th of n Christian . 
Any ma.Tl \70Uld rather have h is shoes 
mei.ided by n. heretical cubbler tlrnn 
by a person '."!ho had subscribed all 
the thirty- n:i.J.1e articles, but had 
never hand.led an awl . 1\ien act 
thus , not bec ause they are 
iniifferen t t Q rel i,gion , but 
because they 6.o not see \'lha.t 
!'e ligion has t.o d0 Yri th the mendin.:; 
of thei r shoes. Yet relig i on !las 
ns nru.ch to do with ti'le !!lending of 
:i10e s as vii th ii1 e budget and fu e 
army estinates . We have surely 
had several si0nal 9roofs Yzi t l:.in 
the last tvren ty ye 8..rs that a very 
§:'cxi Christ i an r:iey be D. very bad 
Chancellor of the Exchequer . 11 

( 95 ) 

( 2 ) Justice a.'1.d rigit denanded the 
C:)!:;)letc e::iancipation of the Jews . 
Since they uere subject to c.:1d bore 
the::.:r ciue s.ilare of ull tl'le bur dens 
and duties of the s tate , they had 
a just cl nin to all its honors. 
". ;i th vehemence S i r Robert Peel 
berated his colleac,ues in the 
oppo si tion: "In point of cow~aee, 
of moral worth , of int;:,llectuul. 
pov1er , of :--.ienta.l ntt~n.ts , 
t..l:iey ( the J ews) yield prece:dence 
to none . They have been fai th1"ul 
subjects of the croyn : LTl the t i mes 
of severe trial, nt home and nbro ad, 
t...'11.eir loyal t;y has never ·wavered. 
On vhat .::;rou:1d , then , do you justify 
thei r exclusion fron any privileee 
of a Protestant subject? Are they 
not ro :far entitled t.o our 0011.fidcnce,, 
th at th.e-J r.JD.y be qualified :for a 
t1"1.lst , vbich they can not exercise 
e xcept t!i..rOLlQl the s ood will of 
Christi an c onstituencies (Le . , a 
sen. t in P ::a~ li men t) ? 11 ( 96) Such 
1 ilm wi se Yms t11 e convict ion of 
:.rr . Glad stone after 184:7 -- 111 am 
deliberatelv caJ.v:inced that the civil 
and noli t iccl claims of the .Jews to 
the discha.rge of c lvil and political 
du.ties ouj.1t not , in justic e , to be 
ba=>red, and c a'tlno t beneficial ly be 
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barred, bec au se of ti1~ difference 
bety1ee!'l thei r relic;i:.n an rl ours . "( 97 ) 

(3) The t ene ts o f Chris ti m1ity re ~uired 
that equal treat:lent be :iccorded tb.e 
Jews . The a.dl':'l.i ssion of the Jerr.i. sh 
pe:i p le t :> full ec:tmlity \'!l t h the 
rest of the poDul'.:'.tion v.ould n :)t be 
11

::1."l i:.wuJ.t end- affront to 
Christianity. " On the contrary, it 
n:>UJil betoken o. v lndico.tion of tho.t 
relit;ion \'rhose fou.nde1"' taugh t that 
eac.'1. sh ould ndo U."lto others :is you 
would they sl.1oul a do unto you . 11 

The L"llr osi tio!: o .:'.:' cli ~c..Jili tie s 
upon a croup, t be l'cli g ious vie\•;s 
of nho1.l d id not confor u to th~ze 
of tile :::mjority Yl::?.S l"'epu.:.;n!mt to 
ti1e ~enuine spirit of Cr....ristianity , 
rhich t m cfit to leran ce , c.b.~·ity ::i..nd 
uni ve1•s::!l b~nevolenc ::: . Su ch 
d isnbili ties r enrcscmted inexcus~blc 
per:::ecution ond- Christian duty 
clenaHlcd t!.10 ir reno val • ( 98 ) 

(4) The Oath o_ Ab jurati on , d 1icll uas 
obli::;atory upon every l~c!?'ber of 
Pc.rlim:10:it , nn cl r41ose closint; 
phrase , "upon the true i'm th of o. 
ClU'istisn," served to bar the Jew 
fror.i fuat oody, \'i :?.S :10t orib i n:ll ly 
frro:led to exclude hin. ( 9 \J ) Tha.t 
oath , passed ir:. the yec.r 170 1 , \·1as 
directed o.:;.tln st t he cill10rcnts of 
the Pretender , Jar.ies III , and h is 
de scendant::::, ond t he v.ords, "up,on 
the t!"Ue fs.1. th of r>. Ch1•istian, ' 
had been effixed to .:.;ive i::;rente r 
birx.1.inc f orce to thQ subs '.; ru1ce oi' 
tlle on.th . Th erefo1•e, the J evd.sh 
exc Jl.lsion effected by those \7ords 
yms \holly fortuitous . Hnd the 
frs:1ers o f the oatl~ ··onsciou sl:y 
souj:lt to disable the Je11s 
po:!.iticruly . t hey m:u l d have 
resorted to r.1ore dire ct means 
clea.r:l."y i .I.lpl:;ing their inte nt . (100 ) 
In v ie\·1 o£ t110 se ob servo. tions s.nd 
the fa.ct t.hn t the snbs tance of tli..e 
co.th c ontrune d nothin,; o b jection.able 
to the re l i c; ious creed of the Jev1, 
the form al one being w1a.ccep t2.ble , 
i t ,.,ouJ.d be both reo.s0nable :md just 
so to :::.- evi se the form o .r ;;he oath 

-.• 
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for_~ rsons professL"1 ::; the J fl wish 
rel:i.tsion , a3 to m."...'.:e it most bind.in,. 
upon t !1eir conecicnce . The ..., 
anomalous situ.at ion existed thc.t 
no la\7 or stntute d irect ly c l osed 
~!le p arliamentary doors to J ews . 
1.Jo Jew returned by a. constituency , 
who shanelessly took the Oath of 
Abjur ation , including the t.ords 
"upon the true !' a i th of a ' 
Christian ," could be excluded 
from t:::e House of Cor.nnons . ( 10 1) 
But no J ew 't'las fou:'ld ready to 
compromise his fol th for the 
re!ll. izntion of his anbition. 
Consequently, 11he (the J ew) must 
po.y o. penalty for his consistency ; 
and that strict adherence to 
prin:~iple , t1hich in other nen is 
3.dr.lired ::?.s a vir t ue , ls L1 hir.1 
visited a.s thouc;h it we1•e a 
Cl' il:te • 11 

( 102) 

( 5) i'lhi l e the nerds , "upon the true 
.faith of o. Christi an, 11 inposed 
burdensorn disabilitie s upon the 
J evr, becruse he -ans devoid of 
hypocrisy , they ofrered no 
!)r otection n,;_;a.:inst those who ho.cl 
n o f ::rl. th ·:1h.'.ltso ev e:::- . "In the 
iloi.~oe , 11 declc.red ::r. Roebuc k t o 
h is collc0-0ues, 11 they excluded 
ti.1 e mm"l of sen si t i ve hono1' . Su r.pas e 
a nan vms no J ew, no Christian, no 
reliBiOnist , tl1ey c ould not exclude 
h L-n . Su c h c. l/la.n laughed at their 
oobweb oath s . 11 (103 ) With po inted 
ca.Tldor a Christ ic.n clcrt;V'."1an 
described the situation: 11We 
s s.y to tho un i t::ll' i ::m. , to Rona.nist , 
to Junper , to Irvi nc;i te , b:> 
Swed.en bor c im, the door of 
Parlirunent is onen . Even the 
IUcksi te a.:1.Ci. the s oc ia!.. is t , who 
avo\·1edly th.i ....-1.l:s no more of tl°'...e 
l!ew Testament tha:t the Je\7 does , 
and '•Lho has no counterbal n.."'lc:Ing 
belief i n the Old , is acL~itted . 
There is no difficulty m re ; the 
Friend talce s no oath ; to the 
infidel the la\'1 I:l3 rely says , on~ 
be a hy::iocr ite-- ,;ust lie a 1 it tle ; 
SfiW , 110n the true faith of a 

• 
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Christi o.n , 11 ·;;hen you. o.vovr in 
professic.n nnd i n life in ..,..~mr 
~ il , J 
r~. y and on the hust:tncs that 
you a.re a.ri atheist , and it will do ; 
no further q_u~ stion will be o.sked . 
That theolo,sicsl :!·Tosh ' s Ark, the 
House of Conmol.S , i::; on en to al. l - ' clean ::u'ld unclem , the l oftiest 
snd ' creep inu t h int;s . ' But stay 
one !tlOr.tent , let us exmnine the 
C211.didat e to see v1het ber he be 
a son of Abrab.ron , .for these , the:;e 
only my !'lot :presume to help m 
r.nkin.:; laws (even t h ')uuh their 
ovm llves mid f ortunes be interested ) 
£0!' n. co r.?r.lUllity of Gentiles. 11 (10'1 ) 

(G) The c o:1dition and c ".> nduct of the 
J eYTS , vhen co~1 trasted v.1.th t hat 
of the Catholics in the years 
:pr ecedirc; the ir e1;1&--ici pat i on should 
invite public md p:--rl ianentary 
favor i n the ir behnl:L' . The1•e \7C.s , 
in the present i n stance , no priestly 
hie rarchy s-. 1~yi113 tbP. nirii. s of i t s 
adhe ren t:J . !!o divided n.lle" innce 
affr ighted the coun t r y . No -
agitato rs y:ere ini'lGJnin,'.; mob s, 
an. d no as::oc iations threatc~in~ 
the security of' the k i iDdom. 1fo 
attempt ·;;as beins ;;1ade to enforce 
der.l3Ilds by m.eans of numericnl 
stre1')f; th. After ~ tany years of' 
silence the J ews vre!'e seel;i;::,; 
equ::i.li ty ·.1itb their fello n 
country- I!'.en, bu t Y!ith decen cy and 
propriety. ( 105) 

(7) I t ,·ms to b e obser-.red thc.t in the 
libe:;.."'al c ountries- - Fra.'1.ce , Holland , 
Belstur1, and the United State s-
\'here co :.!ple te freedo::! prevailed, 
\'/ithout distinctio::i of cr eed, the 
Je\7S pe r formed their dutie:l Y:itb 
di 2ti:1ct i on to themselves :md 
a.dv m tage to the state . The 
privileges cmferr ed upon them 
invariably redounded to the profit 
of their coun try. (106) Soi~ rlI'iters 
e ven envisioned a f liQ.1. t of J eYri sh 
ce.p i tn.l and '7ealth f rom En.r.;la.Tld to 
more ho s p itable s!'.or ec, unless the 
l esa.J.. de 13radation imposed upon the 



- 55-

J eY1s was ronoved . One asked 
"O r.-ht I u~ \"le . to close our eyes to 
the 11npolicy of ilnpoveI•ish.ing 
the Stc.te to :Jeroetuate the 
bigotry of the dark aces? 11 (106) 

(8) T'ne opin ion nas expressed by Druzy 
devout peroons th::tt the adni ssion 
o~ the Jews to tb.e full !)rivile ge s 
01 the Constitution mic:;ht lea.d ti.:> 
t!J.eir conversion to Cln~istinnity . 
Kindness mrl . charity, 1 t n~s urged, 
not persecution and exclusion, 
tencled to dissipate rel iti.ous 
e1~ror • ( 107) 

I have deliberately Dbstaincd f rom any 

reference to I,:r . Benjllllln Disraeli ( 107) until 

t.:1is po:i.rit because of the dis tinctiveness of 

his appsal in behalf of Jer.-i sh ri.Jits . I n 

uorked C0 !1trs.st to his coJ. :i.easues in 

Pnrliomont, \ho ,just ified their advocacy of 

the JeYri s h c ause on i~rouncl a of reliGious 

liberty or truth, political justice or 

expediency, Disr•aeli defended his conduct on 

fue gr ounu. of J ewish !:!eri t and Jewisb. religious 

achievement . 

"The JeYrs , " he told the Co1:r1ons in 
1 847 , 11 are , hunai'lly spe al:int:; , the 
au th.or s of your relig ion . They 
are unquestion.3.bly t.11.o se t.o \1ho:n 
you ru.~e in::lebted for no 
L~conai tlerable portion o.f your 
lmom1 reli3ion , mid for fu.e v1hole 
of yow.' d:i.v ine 1::no'i!ledge ••• •••• • • 
What possible object can the Jew 
have t o o-:>':>Ose the Christian Church? 
Is it not-ihe first business of the 
Christian Church to make the 
population \'1hose minds she attenpts 
to form, o...11d nhose norru. s sre s eeks 
w t;uide, ucciumnted Yri th the history 
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of the Jews? has not tne Church 
of Cltrist • • • nade the llistor-r o"" 
the Jews the most celebrated -
history in t~ie ·:iorld? On every 
~a.cred d ew you rend to the people 
uhe exploits of Jed s h heroes, 
the proofs of Jevlish devotion, 
the bril 1ian t a:na.ls of past 
J e\-ris11 raagnili cence. The 
Christian Church has covered every 
ki!15dOm \7.i. th sacred buildbGs , 
and over every al tar ••• 11e find the 
tables of the Je1r.i.sh la\'!. Every 
Sundey- , if JOU \"lish to 97.!Jre SS 

feelin~s of pra.i se x1d thonl:s.::;i vine 
t.o the !.Ios t Hi,3b. , or if you wish to 
i'i~ expressions o= solnce in grief' , 
you find both in the YOrds of the 
J e \•r.i. sh poets. I t is in th.e 
Christi~ Church, Ylhich you persist 
in believ inQ it must be t.'le desire 
of the Jcrw t.o op};)osc , thnt you 
must , if he be not; pe1•secu~ed , 
beholrl that divine corpora..tion Yhich 
teaches t.o all the na..tions of the 
ci-vilized Ynrld the subl :L'111e 
morality, tl1e beautii'u.1. 2nd devotim-i:ll 
:poetry of the J e w, and th.a true faith 
he professes . " (108a) 

To til e m m be r s of the opposition he 
said, 11 I f orn c onld suppose that the 
arJ.lnents Yhich \"ie have he :::i.rd--the 
CU' GJ.ments actual l y put f'ort!'l- ··arc 
fu.c only !ll'SLlL1011 ts tho.t i:11'2.uence the 
dee ision of this que stion, it Y.ouli 
beinno ssible to conceive what is the 
reo.oon of t he .Jews not oeing rui:Jitted 
to 2. full p!:rtlcipn.tion in the rights 
and duties of a Christian Le[;isl~.turo . 
In e::act pro!)ortion to your fc.i th 
oucht to be your \7i sh to do fais 
,:reat act of nntimo.l justice. I f 
you had not forgotten what you 0\70 

to tl.1 is pc ople- - i.f y ou we::-e grateful 
fo1• th!J.t literatur e d1ich for 
tnousonds of year s no.s broucht so 
m.tch instruction m':!. so r.ruch 
consola..tion t o the sons of men , you 
as Christians nottl:.1 be only too :::'eady 
to seize the first opportuni ty of 
meetin3 ti.'Hl cla.inis of those r:ho pro f'e s s 
this religion. But you a.re influenced 

• 
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by the dar·1< supersti i:;ions of the 
darkest ~es 'c~1nt ever e::dsted in 
this co'.L"ltry. It is this fcelins 
that has been kent o"J.t of this 
debate ; irrl.eed , -tl~at has been 
lcept secret in yourselves--
enl i rh tened as you ::>.l"'e -- a.1.d this 
tJ.rtl:nO\'li..'l"l;'jly inf'J.. 1.1-e!1C in,3 you !lS it 
is i.1.fluencin3 ot:iers abroad. " (108b) 
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Chapter VII 

SU:.i!.lARY 

Ai'ter reflc ctio~1 U:!;)on the arguments and 

clnbls of oo th sides as surveyed in the 

fore@:> in.-; pages , severo.l interesting a."ld 

sie;nifican t thin,ss are to be noted. In the 

first place , tl 1 the arsil.;:ie n ts \'/ere based on 

the assunpt ion that tl1P. Jens nere politically 

d:i.squalLt."'ied upon religious r;rounds , i . e . , 

b ecau se o f ~~eir relisious tenets . The 

adversaries of Je\1ish liberati o n saw t:ie Jew 

as the beo.rcr of a reli3 ion L'Ylimicsl to the 

state '.ll1d to the Chri s ti:ri1 i ty of the l and. 

The Archbishop of Cant e r bury, du11 L"'1S tl"le 

debate in the Lards on o. I3ill to adni t J e vrs 

to cor~orate offic es, insi s ted thc.t "hi s 

objection nas only to thei r (i.. . e . , the Jc;-1s ' ) 

r el i,Gion, e. reli g i on lil'lich ·•m.s decidedly co stile 

t.o the fclt!1 of Christ • . •• "(109 ) As in the 

i'liddle Ages, ba.~Jtism ynuld have \'lo.shed a.way 

sl l the e:~istirlG inequal itles . ( 110 ) Sup'JOrtcrs 

o f Jeylish cl 2.ims , on the other hand , dim.rl.3sed 

these cha.r0cs a.s 0roundle ss and suc ce ssfu.l l y 

esta.bli~hed the priticiple that r e l ie;ious 

differences must not con:t i~ute ~ ~round .for 

politic11. disquali.ficaticn . This r elit;ious 
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empht>.sis rhich chs.rr-.ctePized the e1:tire 

stru.:;.:;le is i n marked cont rc..::;t to t:ne ro..ci al 

anti- s e:-i i tis::1 of tlle prese:tt- df!Y , nurtu.:-ed 

md pro:xlgc.ted ·a:; ::a=i Ger'll13l1y. A :pseudo-

sci entific theory of rQ.cc !1~0 r 0:; laced ~11.e 

rel::.<...:ious ~tif of tre po.zt . The JeY.1.sh people 

in stig:.1~".;ized as n U.e,;enern.te race, ·.f!1os13 

i.:1feriorit~· is ~i..~rent ln its blood 3nd 

\.nos e mrvi vnl 1 $ n co :.ts tt'.nt tlll'.'eat to the 

permane:1ce of civiliz[l_ticn . 1:0 self- resy,ectirc 

Eh~li$]:"1_'11an ::>f the nineteen~t.i century , as no :l.3 

todc.y, would hnve e ~1tertained for a spliit 

:"10~!9n t 5'-\ Ch p.:i.te :1t1:- f'a.lse notions as these . 

Seco~cly, it is a notable tribute to the 

EJ\'3lish Je•.-:s t::n.t , c.:-;.ce:ptin:.; a fe•.; isolq.ted 

im tnnce s , ( lll ) t.hei r '.ldvers::l!'ies in :?..."le. 

outs ice to th i:ou ses of ?a:-li~1ent vied v.ri th 

orie 3!10 ~:er in c:tpre ssil"G en c.0.."lirn. ti on fo r 

the Jewish noro.l ch ~:ac ter . The L"'"'!.dust:ry , 

noro.l i-cy, md loycl ty of t..11.e Jews \1ere ~d.~ tted 

even by the nost s tre~uous oppo~e~ts . 

Sir Robert Peel, Yhil'3 raisin[; his voice 

~a~1st :.:r. Gr2.!i t ' s Bi : l in 18 30 , affirmed, 

"There is nothLTl!j in the conduct o :' the Jews 
-

thensel ves Y:hich oticht to cre2te the s.1 igb.test 

prejudice O.Cai11S t then! . The upper cl a .sses of 

tho.t people nre eo inc!'lt 1'or c.hari ty ond. 
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syrapathy with the sufferir~ of their fellow- me:.1 , 

and the lower classes are not marked by any 

vice s beyond Yrhat are t con:mon among s persons 

in that rank of life. I cannot but fee 1 the 

necessity of opposition as most painful •••• 11 (112) 

Sir Robert I nglis was a relentless antagonist , 

yet he believed 11that there was no portion of 

the CO T!JT11unity that furnished a smaller relative 

proportion of cririrl.nals , 01• that was better 

concl.ucted than tbe Jews were •••• 11 ( 11 3 ) Even 

the Archbishop of Canterbury 11 said nothil'lg 

against the character of the Jews as a. nation-

his objection we..s 0:1.ly to theil• religion •••. " (114 ) 

Thirdly, the p2!'ty o:.' exclusion nppetled 

solely to human passion ar..d .feel irlG r atJ.1er 

than to hunan rec.ron . I t did not scruple to 

i...""!lpute to the Jev!s opi:U.ons which they had either 

rejected or never a.vowed, especially the ch2.rge 

of ollet;ed hostility to Christianity. It s 

gloomy prognostications echoed the superstitions 

of bygone centuries, untouched by the liberal 

and democratic movements of the contemporary age. 

T'ne si..."1. cerity, however, of these adversaries 

cannot, on the whole, be impeached. They '::ere 

certa1n of the truth of their position 3lld 

never fl..esitated to risk the ridicule of their 

fel l ovrn that they ini@1t give utter ance to their 



- Gl -

conviction s . Another co!!lpo.rison \·; i th t;he 

current -vmve of onti- sei:rl~im s:it;Sests itself . 

The strt15Ble i...'1 Ent;la.'1.cl fom'tl den.ago;;ue s 

and fanatical pcr:phleteers aYid -Jirulent 

editors striV:.ng, as ·::e ;-iave seen , to ::l.n.flar.ie 

po:pul?.r pass ion nnd ) re judice yri t:""l 11ild ~d 

tmrra.rranted state:.:ients. But ~o resyectable 

1 s:y:i:um , cl ~ rl}Yno.n , or st a to sn::?.n r 3 sorted to 

sn ch tactic ~ . I n both Houses o:!' Fa:rl i nmen t, 

where the controversy \"/ti.S larsely fought ond 

won, the debo.te s were r.:iarked by serious 

preparation and a conscious effort to express 

the truth. Errors in fact Tie~e recoc:;nized 

and rectif i ed ; hor.e sty of opinion leA to 

c..llanges fror1 one side of the questi on to the 

other; vilificati on and calu1nny \1ere 

conspicuously absent . Today , in a po isoned 

atnospherc , the Jews are subject t:o the foulest 

calw:mies conceived by tbe miro o.L mmi . In 

Germnny fnlsehood has been enthroned ns u 

virtue , a!l d truth e:;d led , together with he r 

champi O!!S. Unrestr ained by reason , consc.i. c."lce , 

or dec ency, tt1e Nazi govern..-:ient victir.ti.zes a.ui 

oppr esses tl:e Je\"rish people , denou.'1.cing them 

as responsi ble i'or all the ills of the ..-rorl d . 

Out of Gernan patholoey nnd lfazi falsification 

ho.s rise:1 o. hicleous caricature of the Jew, in 

• 



- 62-

the l ikcne s s of Yhich Jewish history is being 

re- written oy Ge!'!:l211 "research" . 

Fourth , it is to be obse rved that mc.ny 

of the objections to J eTlish equality h nd been 

rci sed a,co.i."1 st the Cn:!:~-iol ic::; in 1C29 a.nd tt.9 

years previous , \·men th..ey had str1.t5:;led for 

f'reed::m1. !.!ere change from the \'/Ord "Protestant " 

to the word "Christian " sufficed. The b1plicution 

thu::; looms fu~t t:ie Catholics v1ere reliciousl y 

idolatrous and poll tic:Uly d3116erous when their 

dec;radation Yra.s th3 object sought, but they be c ome 

11fel l oV1 -Clu'ist:i.ans " when the J ew wa.s to be excluded. 

Lastly, in studyir:\S the !)3rsonoJ. ities nho 

played var;,riP,e roles L1 this historic struc;gle , 

one ic stX'uc k by the fa.ct that many Christian 

:.teriber s of Parli:xuent \-O rked in behalf of J erri sh 

e:raanci~ution wl th superlative per si s tency ond 

devotion. J.ioreover, the controvers:,r neve r 

det;enernted, L-1 Pnrli!l.l.:ient, into n party ~u_estion. 

The cln.ins :>f' the Jews, ti'1rou0 llout the thirty 

years of the strug~le , \1ere supported by t:::ie 

no st distin&uished ::ita.tesnena of the c ountry , 

a . Included omol1£ t11ese states:.-ien were Lor d 
Melbourne and Lord L);rlilurst , Lord liollnnd 
and :::r . lia.caulay , Lord John nu::isell onrl 
Slr Robert Peel , Lord Be;~ey and 
Sir Thono.s Bai•ing , i.:r . Gladstone and I:r. Disraeli , 
Lord StSJ.1ley and Lord Geor~e Bent i nc.le . nan sard 1 s 
Parl. Debo.tes , Se:•ies 3 , f'or years 1830- 1858. 

• 
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of every :90!' ty c o:clp::t.exi on, nho suspended 

a l l poll tical differences in t he conu·1on 

effort to !Brforr.i sn ac t of justi ce. 

-. 
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Chapter VII I 

AFTE..'q 3 : :.Ar CIPATI Oli 

Thus did David So.lotions plead in 1835 : 

11Rer.10ve , therefore, all Disabilities , nnd 

f r eely open t.o British- born Jeus tho se chrui...~els 

in Yhich other ::Jen, by assiduity , ta.lent, and 

c:;ood conduct , odv:mce to honourable 

distinction in life ; then ~~11 They, •ho , 

e v en in their noYt depressed condition, entertain 

profound respect a~d veneration for their 

native Coun try, its l aYTS and institution!: , be 

doubly riveted and bound by the s tronger tic s 

ere nted by :i spir'i t of :ro.t ltude . " ( 115) England 

re~.1oved tl;.e disa.bilities- - o.nd the Jews r esponded 

rd.th n fulfilL-:ient of So.10::1on s ' :ivoY1al . 

For fifteen years Daron Lio~ol de Rothschild 

so.t in Pnrliru::ient. Yet dt~il1c, tha.t ~riod of 

tiue neither :noso.ic :ior Rotl:sch ild ~old 

perverted t:1e le._;islature. The Christi an 

ch aracter of the tv.o Rouses of F2rlisrnnt 

rema:ined uninjured and the Church Establish."'.lent 

1mim:>a.ircd. I n fact , the ~ation ' s bus ines s vms 

transacted as efficiently o.s before , •:.d. th this 

diffe:reace-- t.h.at the talents , ener[;i es, and 

devotion of a va luable class of people had 

become bound to the country with chains of 

.. 



~ r::: - oo-

i;rat i tude t hat onl7; freed on c !l..'1. Y:el d . 

eight yen.r s a.Ltor t !1.oir ::d:.1ission into 

Parl iament , Sir c-eorce Grey, sec:·et::ll'y of 

Sto.te fo:t' the Hore =>e;i ::ir b:ien t , p c.id honor t o 

t h e J ey1ish ;.:er:lbers sitthlG in the Hou se of 

Cor:r:..or1s in tbe foll ovri?1f; ro1•ds : " · • • it nould 

b e 2.bsurd to o.s1: :if o:.1y dmger had [l.:•is en to 

the Cro,m , the Church, or t!1e Cons ti tut ion , 

f r 01;1 J ews s i t ti11[; i n that Hou sc . They had tl:'~:en 

pGrt nith credit to t:1cnselvcs , i:i_ the 

cUscn ssi ons i n t he !louse , :mLl had perf or::ied ~l-iei r 

duty yJi t!1 inteGr i ty Dn<l abilit y . 11 ( 116 ) 

I n 1885, S ir :~athaniel d.e Rot:nscilild , a 

son o f Do.ran Lio!1el , no.s created tho f irst 

Jewi. sh peer gnu, ns Lord Roth sc!iild , duly t.o 'Jl{ 

h i s seat in the F.:ouse or Lords . ( 117) Qt}1.e l'S 

fo l l 0we d him, e . i . , .Jn.ron Henry do ·.'loF.1s , 

,·fr10 be~ ar1e Lord Pcr bri t}1 t , :.1r . Sydney Stern a s 

Lord Wru1 ,l sv.o rtj1, Sir Henry Sai lUel as 

Lord Svmyth..l i ns, ond S i r Rufu s Isaacs a s 

IPrd Rao.dirt:; . S i r George Jessel _1as left an 

i llustr i ous record ns Gl uds tcne ' s Soli citor -

Gener al for ty.o y em.'s , fol l owed by a ten - yenr 

service in the ~port~!t jud icial of ! ice of 

lfa.stcr of tho Rolle . Sir Julisn Goldz:~id \'13.S 

a Deputy S:pe ~~er o.: the House of Coru:10n s . J e,1s 

h::i.v e been ~pointed t.o c abinet !,)OS ts and. the 

• 
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privy c o .inc il . The ·:far portfo 11::. of the prese:it 

i.:in is try is entn t sted to a J e\; Lesl iA Bor e- BAl; <>h n 1 .., , - Y- - <.l..1 

who m s success fully s t ren ;the·10d the n.rcy to 

mee t the de!:! rui.ds ;)f 'Che cu rrent crisi s in r10rld 

n.ffnir s . 

The p rese:it century reco r ds t re nanes of 

tv.o J ews rho QC cupy n di stfaguished niche Jn 

En.:;land ' s poli tictl life . Lor d Readi:1£; 

(Hufus Dan l el Isaacs , 1860- 1935) re!ll' e se:'lted in 

h is l ife and ch a:' acter the v.indication of J erri z h 

e :rnn ... "lcj.po.tion . In 1913 he beC:ll"?e t!::e Lord Ch ief 

Justice , and i n the perfor~·.iance o f th is office 

von the respect a-'1d. !lffection c:f the cou11try ~or 

h is nm.1:Jn i ty . At the close of t li c World ·;, ar , 

du1"ir{:; \7~-icll he r endered i :w :llu~bl'3 assist3l1ce 

to the 60\Ternrnnt , he y1as ayi!Jol.vited vice roy of 

bdia. Fo r seversl :'Dnth s i n 1£131 , he served in 

the ca·oine t as secr etary of s tate for foreic;n 

af'fairs. Sir Herbert Sa!!lUCl (13'7J- ) is an 

nsru te statesman, having sat .in mruiy caol.11.ets . 

In 1 920 he was ap:-;0:in ted as tho first Briti s h 

!Ii G11. Con..":'lissicn.e r to Pol0stire , and retai ned this 

office U!1tL L 1925 . D\.'ri"lG t~1e yeer s 192'7 -1929 

he \"IO.S chair:'1an of 1;.he Liberal. party . He pnrticlp~t ~d 

in the Haticnal Gove r nment in 1931, as hme secretar; , 

bnt r esiened i n 1 932. Sime then h 3 has been a 

memb e r o f the OpiJosition . ( 118 ) 

• I 
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~~ot only have JeITs partl ciy:ated wi t:1. credit 

in tile poli L ical life of Eni.;la.rH1 , but tney 

have also disti !l_,"t.tislled t heJ.1selve s i.1 othe r 

actlvities : in the libe:.':ll nrofessions in tl1e - ' 
university life , in science , art , o:.:.1d 

l i terature , :ind as patr o·1s OJ.' tile arts . 

Contributions to Bnt;li :.;h liter aL1.1re have been 

made by s ~1ch .Jevris" t n:.:- thors as Isaac Dis1•::.teli 

and h is sts.tesnan- son Be:'.'l.ianin, Le\'lis Gol dsmi t h , 

David Ricsrdo , the C-o!·.ipertz brothers , and 

Isr.ae l Zen0\'/lll . Je,·.1. sh :~::i11a -. t:ll'opy has 

reco.::;nized all cau ses , i:."'res!)3c ti ve of r ace or 

creed. 

e stnbl islled :nd rn1p~!orted, a:C. ?.due n.t i o'-i ~ 

institutions endowed.. Tho name or Sir :Jo scs :onte!'iore 

beca·.;e SY110nJ1:1ous nith liberol r.r.i.."lifbc:ice , arrl 

~is e;~a-:.plc _(),uld ex:;rcssion in t~1c .:;enerous 

be.-:.efac tions of the Roth schilds, :iarr'J BarYlato , 

Lord ·:1anclsv1or th , Sir Robert :.iond, and 3er n.h:?rd So.con. 

Eot least is the irr901•ts.t1t rol e tho Jevrs have 

played in Brit ish colo -:i.lo.l '3xpnn sion , several of 

t~eir nu~-±>e :::' h~.VitE held 1li...;h office in t1:e 

coloni 9 s and dominio-:s . Durin.::; the World rfa.r 

the l ate Sir John :..:on&sh Yra s coml'land.z r - in- chie i' 

of th..'3 Austrsli::l . .:.11 forces , vhile Sir Isa~ c Isaac s 

served :is Governor- Goner a1 of AustrG.lla 

fron 1 931 to 193G. (119 ) 

-
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The l oy al t:- of' th"' J e.wi s h. co:~~'"li i; y i n 

tirne s of crisis h a s bee:1 irre proachaole. It 

responde d , on each occas ion, rrlth all i ts ,·1enl th 

in momy, intell i:;enc') , and y o1!t h . In ~ he 

South Af rican :.'IS::.', at t he t urn o~ i;his c e n t '..ll'y , 

a.bout t•:10 tho;.urn.nd Britlsh J e ws s"3rved. Duririt; 

tb.e 'iiorld ·· ::!..:' it is .::: s t ir.l::tted that f-l l'ty 

t~ou sDnci. J e ns f ou..;!lt i n the 3r1tis~ t.r;;Ues , five 

o f \lhor,1 were m·.-arded t h :l Victoria Cross . No 

l e ss v alu f'hle services ,·:e .re 1.>er.Lor"-"'ed behi nd 

the line of battle by Jewish scientists and 

!Y..1."olic so:rvon t 3 . { 12-' ) 

i'le close \'Ii th nn ~prTuiso.1 of the fruits 

o: Je wisii. eLJ.Sn.cipatian by the influenti al TIM:SS 

o f Lo·11don , in 1897 : "To tb.e Anglo- Jo,1ish 

c mamnity the cen tury {1?97- 18 97) hc.s been frmight 

with bless~ s . They ho. ve received t :1e full 

rig!lts of citiz~nshi:p . They si. t i n both Souse s 

o f P:irlio.Lmnt . They h nve risen i:;o h i :_;h o ffice 

i n the state. In return they have enric:i.ed t h e 

pu blic o.nd privc.te life of Er1,3land • •• ••• • . 11 {1 ;:1) 

• 
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ilOTES TO CHAPTERS I - VII I 

1 . The recuso.ncy laws of Elizabeth bruu ed 
all reli -, iou s profe ssicr.1 s contrary to 
the Church of En::;le.nd . See Henriques , 
"The Jews and the Snr;lisb La\"1," pp. E-5- 01. 

2 . Hya~1 son , "A History cf the J ews L• 
En[;lmld, " p . 201. 

3 . Op . cit . , pp . 206- 207 H. s . 2 . Henriques 
disagrees , lir.titinG Cronr1ell ' s protec tion 
to h is con-, i~ance at the sett 1_enent of 
six J e\7ish fm:il i es in h is rellr.t . See 
Jien.rique s , "Tbe Jews c.:1d the Enc lish 
La\"/ , 11 pp. 115 - 118 . 

11. A dets iled account is found in L . ·i/olf ' s 
11Eesays i n Je v1ish Histcry, 11 pp . 117- 136 . 

5 . These Ac ts were ( 1) the Corpor ::ition Act 
( 1661) , by wi1ich all \'tho h'3l d oi'f ice in 
n.rq ci ty or tom1 were obli_;cd , in s.d.cJ. ition 
t.o sub~cribint; to c e1•t::.in oaths and 
cleclnrntions , to receive tl'Y3 Sncrame:J.t 
of Coun;n.mion ucc ording "Co the rite s of 
the Church of En~lantl ; ( 2 ) the Act of 
Uni formity (l G62 ) , v1:1ich required the 
exclu sive use :i f t.he Bool: of Co.:mon Prayer 
in all !)lace s of pub lic \7orship ; (3) the 
Conven ticle Act (1664 , re - enacted l G70 ) , 
which declrired ille Gnl ~l ree t i !Jbs o f 
five or more persons for ony r eligious 
purpose not a ccordin g to the liturgy o~ 
the Established Churc h ; ( 4 ) the Five 1~ile 
Act (16~15 ); (5) the Test Act (1673) , by 
which al l rersons holdi.ne gny office or 
place of trust lliT.er the Crovm, \·thether 
civil or military , "rere requ ired to take 
tbe Sacrament accorill. n3 to the rites of 
tbe Churcl1 o1 3n._;lo.nd a.'1.d s i ::;n :i d e clar a ti on 
against 'i'r a."lsubstantiation. The Corporation 
a:x:l Test Acts were ri:;idly enforced ~ai:1st 
the Jews, e.s wel l as against Roman Cai.holies 
an:1 Dissenters. 

• 
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6 . T1;e lcL"'l,3 clnm.ed the 90Yrer of r;r antil1{) 
dispens!:ltio:1 fro:::c uenn.l l aws to be a 
prero.:.;ntive i:'lh~n·e:-it i;1 t he cro·:m , rnd 
th.is pc..rticulc.r e xcrci se o~ -cli..e l)0\·1er 
\"12.S never disputed in Po.rlia:·1ent: 

? • Fol l owirc hi s brot:ier t s precedent of 
16?4 , Jxies is sued s..T1 Order i ·1 C01.i:..1cil 
preventing a serious mol e station of 
the Jews . 

G. Henrif'ues , "The J e v1s ::l:.1d the E71blish 
Law, 11 )P• 1·~2-158 . 

9 . Op . cit . , p . l f.2 . 

6p . cit . , pp. 164-171. 

11. Op. cit . , P!l • 101- 194 . 

1 ., -· Op. cit . , pp . 229- 246 . 

1 3 . The Jews nurabered , in i :::: ;:;o , appr oxi• i:::.tely 
30 , 00".) in tile United Kint:;dor:i , ·:1ith n.bout 
20,000 residL'l0 in Le nci.on . 

l 'b • See note 5 • 

1 5 . See A:?pendix I and II 

lli . See A~ pcndix DI 

1?. See Ap!J3 ndix III 

l~ . fl9ad Lord Jenn Russell 's brief account of 
tne history of this u!.1.!"a3e . Hous c.rd's 
px·l. 1ehate~, S·::i:r i es 3 , Vol. 95, pp. 1 234- 1 249 . 

19 . Thomt'.s B. Huce.ulo.y, l c.te:- t0 d is t incufsh 
hi:::lsclf as a states··1~, :1istorio.n , and o.uthor, 
delivered his mo.ide n speech in support of' 
t..Yiis Bill . Hi s advocacy of the J ewish 
claims nas eloouent and a decisive factor 
in the fL'1al tr i u.""lpn. 

20 . Ur . Goldsnid \'/US an able p antphleteer in the 
cause of h is people t s freedon . He \·ras later 
created n baronot b y Queen Victoria. 

21 . For crenter de t ails on the external fac t s 
of the e::mncipatory stru.c£le, c onsult 
Renri!·l.'e3 , "The J ews nnd the Enclish La.,·1 , 

11 

PP • 1 98- 305 . 
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22 . By Re.fer n Acts pe.ssed L'l"l 18!"4 , 18 56 , a:nd 
1871 , t!1e TJniver~ities of O::id'ord o.nd 
Crunbridge were thrcwn 01)en to Jews. The 
latter Act also o.cb::i tted then to the 
tea.chins ~rofe ssion . 

23 . The word 11c orp01"' o.tio::in n.s 1:.sed i ?:. EUGla:ld 
de si c;nc.ted tbe £.PVern":!ent of !l t )~.11 or 
city , or its ~overnLDG council . 

2f . The 'rolero.tion Act of 1G89 , v;hicl~ 0 ave to 
Protest!ll'lt Dissen ters the le .:;nl ri,s.1t to 
worship publicly , d id not ex tend to the 
Rm!!.nn C ::i.tllolic ~ . 

25. Befo1"'e tlle Act of .. :nion (18 •.)J ) le.:;islc.tion 
i !'l Ireland no.s !)o.ssed by the I 1' isC. 
Parlie.t:en t , subj3 ct to the npp:-ov a l of t :i:w 
En,_;l is h C-ov e rnmia n t • 

'.;6 . Jolm !·;orris , "Cathol ic 3n,-:;la.nd Lri : iOC::.ern 
'f i r:ies, 11 pp . 23-33 ; Donis Gvryim, "The 
Struccle for Cntholic 3. ianc ipati on , " 
Cha:p . III . 

27 . Op . cit., Chap::i . IV- VII; J ohn !:')r'ris , 
"Catho lic ~!1,:;lnm1 in ::odern 'i'i.i;;a s , 11 pp. 31- 44 . 

28 . The Cr..tllolic nouulation of I reland 
nu...li>cred, at this ti:1c more t h 3.n G, 000, 000 
p eo p le . 

29 . See not e 5 . 

30 . The office s of re ::;ent , l ord C!l C.ncellor of 
the Uni!;ed n.incdo::: , vici;roy o=: I rel o.nd, 
a.-id royal c o1:rr1i ss i oner of Scotland renained 
closed to Ror.1an Ca.tl10lic s until l ':1 71. Se e 
H::L~sa.rd ' s Psrl . Debutes , Series 2 , Vol . 20, 
:pp . '727- 780 , pp . 942- 952 . 

31. Den is Gwy:!.."1 , "The Stru;:;c;le :or C::..tholic 
Em::>.nc ipation , 11 Cl:~p ::: . VIII - X:XI . Joi.u1 i.io1"ris, 
"Ca thol:ic B~land in :!otlern !J.' i:::ies , " pp. 41- 5 3 . 

32. H211sard 1 s Parl . Debates, Series 2 , Vol . 20, 
PP• 7 27- 802 , 81.7 - 892 , 1115- 1 293 , 1 393- 14·.!:4 , 
1489- 1633 ; ibid ; ib i d ; Vol . 21 , 1 - 131 , 
14 3- 394 , 519- 694 . 

33. See Trn.:1s:\cti )i1S of t i 1e J u ish Eist.o ricnl 
Soc iety of E·:.cl"l..'l.l, Vol. IV , ::>!'· 1 16 - 176 . 
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34. ''We do not ~le 'U1 21-cns in the ortlL1ary 
sense of the y:ord, beco..use every la.\"1 
student even kno\13 th::tt le:_;o.11 Yr n · ;Je\·1 
oo rn in En~lari.d is 0.,"1. alien • • • ' 
T!IE T!i-:ES , :.:ay 3 , 1 0 30 . - - - -

35 . THE T L.iES , 11ay 3 , 1830. 

3G . Hansaru 1 s P:irl . 9ebo.tes , Series 2 , Vo l. ~;:: , 
PP • 1303- 1308. This fa an instance , 
f requent; a.10nc unco;.~proi:iisL'1~ advor:::in.ri9s , 
of ci tine u.i1nubstantiated 1·~'.lors or 
st~tements as hin to::.•ic fact . Regarding 
the exnulsion 0f t'1c :ao·1er.da:t Jo,·1s in 
l 7·1-4 by nfo.rio. 'E.1e:, eso. , rfocu:.:icnt::u.•y proof 
of the reo.1 reasons for the clecree of 
bru1ishr.1ent explodes the rec.son procla.imed 
by the Empress , that the J ews \'Tere c,iuilty 
of n.idi.11c; the P!'u::;si~ i.rcvo.sion of that 
year . See J osef :!3erGl ' s 11Die Ans\·'eisw1G 
ci.er Juden 2.us P!"'S[; b Joh.re 1? A: , 11 in · 
11Die Judon in Fr a::; , 11 Pra,::;t1e , 1 927 . Similarly , 
r1ith r e sp'Jc t to t1l3 co ;1plaL"lt tb:lt En.:;lish 
.Jorrs had lent fi:~~.nciru. su?port to ::a.9ol eon, 
a conte:.1porc.ry 9u;:iphleteer , si::;nbc hinself 
F . H. G. , \ITrote : 11The st::>.te::ent (of InG).is) 
i t self 3.ppe~s to be ;;1olly erronious. An 
intil;1t:tte ucquai ntgnce with the .fi ·10.:1c i a l 
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A.?PK; DIX 

OATH OF ALLEGIAHCE 

I 

11 1 A. B. Do sincerely pronise o.nd sw<:!::tr , 

That I will be ftl thful and bear true 

* From D. Sslorao:-is, "A Short S t::i.te;e!lt on 
beh:ilf' of His i.Jajest:v ' s Subjects professing 
th.e Je; Tish Rel i :;ion, 1' Al)!JCnd~ II . 
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OAT:a: OF Slll?RE::ACY 

JI 

"I A. B. Do SY1e ar , Thn t I do from m:y 

he:lrt ubjure us i.m:!_)i::ms n:.1d heretical , that 

dru1111able doc trine and position, that Pr:l'rlces 

exco::-~ :unicn.ted or de prived by the Po:pe , o~ 

ru'ly e.u thor i t:r of the S:}e of llo: 1e , may be 

deposed :)r 1m1rder e d by their Subjec ts, o r 

a..riy ot lw r wh::tt oo e v er • And I do declare , Tho. t 

no forei.:.;n Prine e, Perso!18, Prelate, State , 

or Pot en t::i.te , hath or on::;ht to :1a.ve ony 

,jurisdi ction , poYrer , suncri ori ty, pre- eminence 

0 1"' ai.i.thority , eccl~ sie,.stical 0r Sl) iritunl, 

v1l thirl t~is Rea.le . 11 -:H~ 

~H} I b id.' Apre ndi x :LII 

• 
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OATH OF ABJURATION 

III 

11 1 A. B . Do -1-r"1' .-J '"'"'d . 1 1
· 1 d v ........ .., .. s l."lC er e y c.c~m::n·1 e e;e , 

profess , te!lti fy and declare , in my Conscien c a , 

before God C.!1.~ the ·::orl d , Tha t om• Soverei~n 

Lord King ;y11 :i. ia:m is lo:aful a:"!.d rig1 t ful Ki ne; 

of this Realm, and sl l otlnr His ;,1e.jesty ' s 

Do:·.1:tn i o13 i:ui.d Cou.vitrie;i thereunto belo:i.:;i·"lG : 

And I d o solc::anl y o..nd n.i.nceroly declare , T"no.t 

I do 0'1lieve i n r:ry c onsci.c:ice , th:at not any 

to ba ?ri·1cc of' · ,ales d•.l.I' i~ the life of t:1e 

la.ta .:~ins J o.."';le s the Seco·1d , a.•d s i:.ce his 

de cc o.se pretended t o be ::-.:1d t0ok upo:i. hi.!:lse lf 

nX'1e of J:ne s the Third , or, of Scotlo..:.i.d , by 

t::i~ :'lo.:~o 0.J..· .T:x:e s t ho 3i.:hth , or tl1e style e.vid 

t itle of Ki.n,s of Grent B1·i t o..'.:-. , hath -:.i·1y rit,:ht 

ru-d I d.o r c:i(;llnc c , refuse, nnd ::i.oju::'e nny 

Allci.;i :mce or Obcdi~ce to :?ny of' t h em: A.'1.d I 

do swear , That I \:ill be :u- faith ~d t r ue 

al la e;i anc e '00 ilis Iin.jesty I.in::, Willian , ~nd 

hil:.i y1ill d efc!1d to the u tmo :Jt of nry pm·1er as a.inst 

• 
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all tro.itorm~s co:-ic:;iracico C.:'.C. ::-.t';c:::pts 

d10.tso0vG:' y:::ich shall be i-:r>de ~ai·1st his 

Pers:n: , C1~0,m , or Di~nity : And I will d.o :-;; 

u t_;o st en de ::i.voi.'r to disclose :::..."1.::i nal::.e ~:..:.oYm 

1;o ~Iis !~c. :ie sty am nis s·...:.ccessor s c.11 trel'.SOnn 

a."'ld traitorous conspiracies \/hich I s :l..'l: l 

1-.::1.0\7 m be af .0i1st hir.: 01' uny of t:-~er.:. : A .. rid 

I do .:·a. i tl:li't:lly prol."line , to the utmo::;t of 171.1 

po\1er , t.) sup1·1or t , r:iaiato.in , and defend t:r.e 

Sue ~e ssicn of t:1e Crov.~ o.:;o.inst the Descendants 

of t.l-ic s::>..id .Jn;:e s , i.md a ain st o..ll other persons 

v.1natoo ever; nhich Succession, by an Act 

i:'l t i tuled 1 Ar. Act for ::110 f\> rtller Lini tat ion 

of' the Crorm, o.nci bet tcr sec·i.rin0 the Tii(]l t s 

an( .. Libc rti e s o;: :::ie s·t"o j!:lc t , ' is a. tl stn.·1c1 .. s 

li.""!itcd tr.> the ?ri:'1cess Soy: iia ~!l~ctress encl 

Duclle ss Do,~e:- of IIsnovcr , and t~1e Heirs of her 

boC.y , be ire :?rote stunts . And ::i.ll these thine s 

I do plainly a.:."1d sine erely ac1:nowledce and 

swear ~.ccordirc to these c xpre::;s ''oro s by me 

s poken, and accordi~i.::; to tlle pls. in coc::on ser.se 

::l.."ld i.mdersta.nclin;:.; of tl1~ i::a1e ;-·ords , rat:1out 

a..-i.y equivoc ntio!1, ::icr t:::tl c vo.sion , o r secret 

re servation Ylh.atsoever : .Airl I do m31:e t11i s 

• 
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re co r:;ni tion, nc1:no\'/ledt;e1;1ent, c-.bjuration, 

renunciat ion , nnd pi-o::U.se , heartily , 

willi c ly , and truly ~ the ~ faith 

of a Ch r istian. 11 -:...~ 

* Ibid . , Appen di x V 

• 
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Ft>Ri.l OY DECLARATI OH 

IV 

11 I A. B. Do so l cnmly ond sin cerely i n 

the pl'.'esence o:' God , profess , testify 1"1d 

' 1 .._l_ .... "ai ... h f Ch • ...... uec are , ~ ~ ~ r 1...1. E..._ .f! -:'l.S1...!..cn, 

Tha.t I Ytl 1 1 never exercise sny !_)0\7er , 

a.utho r i ty, or i.-:flue::ce ,·hich I n ay possess 

by virU.le of the of fice nf to in~ure 

or v1eaken the Frotest~t Church ns i t is 'by 

l a\'1 established i n EJ.1t;l::i.:.:d , 01' to disturb t..he 

said Churc!1, or the :Oishop s a nd Cle r i;y of t::ie 

s aid Church, m the possessio!l of f!l1.Y ri~hts 

or privileGes to ·d!ich s.ich Chu2~c11 or the 

said Bichops n.:1d Clergy c.r e or no.y be by law 

entitled. 11 * 

!.t Ib id. , Appe!ldL'l{ IV 

• 
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