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PREFACE.

A.G.Warner in his work on American Charities

(p.7) endeavors to snow that modern charity work owes

its origin and impetus to the spirit of Christianity.

And yet ne admits that,’’.the church of tne present day

that administers its charities most wisely is not Chris­

tian at all but Jewish.’ It is believed that tne summary

of Jewish charity laws which follows will show that spring­

ing from the Old Testament and as later developed, grow­

ing in a soil untouched by Christian influences there was

reared a system of Jewish charity that may be admired as

a model, time and conditions considered and one that in

• some resoects has yet to be improved upon.

In his work Prof. Warner considers six differ­

ent classes of dependents. This detailed classification

however is the result of the application of modern scien­

tific method to the treatment problems. Such differentia-

I

tion could not be attempted in a treatment of the ooor



regulations of the Jews. The needs of al 1 ecl a.-.ses of

dependents were met by the general provisions for the

One other class however, existed which, today nopoor.

longer needs attention viz. slaves.

These few words of explanation will make plain

the general plan of arrangement of this thesis. The nature

of the subject treated was such as to preclude any attempt

at original ityj a careful and intelligent handling of the

available sources has been the sole aim of the author.

for the suggestion of the subject, to Dr.Crossman, Dr.

Philipson and Dr.Mielziner for the use of books and for

. helpful advice.

He would express his thanks to Dr. Max Margolis

Cincinnati, April, 1901;
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The Needy Poor in the Bible.
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1.

For the poor shall never cease out of the land; ‘

says the Deuteronomist (15/11),'the refore I command thee

saying, thou shalt surely open thine hand unto thy broth­

er, to thy needy and to thy poor in thy land. This feeling

the Common fatherhood of theof the brotherhood of man,

richand tne poor is tne underlying basis of all Biblical

legislation with regard to tne poor. Tne ricn ano tne

poor meet together; the Lord is the maker of tnem all

(Pr.22/2). To assist the needy therefore is not only a

commendable act praiseworthy in him who extends charity

but a direct duty obligatory upon every member of the

The specific legislation on the sub­Jew ish community.

ject contained In the various codes of the Pentateuch

will be considered below. At present it is desired to

exhibit expressions on tne subject in the non-legal

portions of the Bible.

In one of the finest passages in tne book of
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Job (29/12f.) pleads the following in self justification:

Because I delivered the poor that cried,’

The fatherless also that had none to help him.

Theblessing of him that was reauy to perisn came upon me 4

I caused tne widow's heart to sing for joy.And

I put on righteousness and it clotneu me:

My justice was as a robe and a diadem.

I was eyes to the blind.

And feet was I to the lame.

I was a father to the needy

And the cause of him that I knew not I searched out.

According to Ezekiel on- of the important qualifications

of trie righteous is that 'hath given his bread to the

nungry and hath covered the naked witn a garment'(18/7).

He that hath pity on tne poor lendeth to God.

And his good deed will He pay him (Pr.19/17).

Of the virtuous woman (Pr.31/20) it is said
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She spreadeth out her hands to the ooor

Yea she reacheth forth her hand to the needy.

I saiah (o3/10) promises reward if thou draw out tny soulH

to the hungry ana satisfy the afflicted If and Jeremian

(22/16) contrasting Josiah with nis unworihy son saysj

judged the cause of the poor and the needy.He

He that desoiseth his neighbor sinneth

But he that hath pity on the poor happy is he (Pr.14/21).

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the needy:

His righteousness endureth forever:

His horn shall be exalted forever (Ps.112/9).

And after the deliveration from the plots of Haman

decai wrote these things and sent letters unto all the

tnat they snould make teem days of feastingJews 

and gladness and of sending portions one to another, and

gifts to the oocf

Daniel advises the king (4/27)

"Mor-

"(Es.9/20f).
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Wherefore 0 king, let my counsel be acceptable to tnee

and break off thy sins by rignteousness, and thine ini­

quities by showing mercy to the poor:

werenot always considerably treated and.the books of the

crochets are filled with denunciations of those who mis­

treat the needy and take advantage of their misfortune:

What mean ye that ye crush my people ana grind the face

of trie poor (Is.3/15).

Woe unto tnem taat write perverseness to turn aside tne

needy from Judgement and to take away the right of the

that widows may be their sooil and thatdoot of my people,

they may make fatherless their prey.(Is.10/2).

Do no violence to the stranger,’the fatherless and the

widow. (Jer.7/6,22/3).

Is not ths the fast I have chosen? to loose the bonds of

Is it not to deal tny breai to tne i.ungrywickedness

But desoite these and many similar injunctions the ooor
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and that • t h ou bring the

when thou seest the naked that thou cover him; and that

thou hide not thyse If • f rom thine own flesh? (Is.53/7-3).

I will not turn away the punishment from Judah

because they have sold the righteous for silver and the

needy for a pair of shoes: tnat pant after toe oust of tue

earthon tue n.ec»d of tue poor. (Am.2/of.)

Hear this word ye kine of Bashan taat are in tue mountains

of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush toe nee dy,

which say unto their lords, Bring and let us drink. (Am.4/1).

Hear this 0 ye that would swallow up the needy and c au s e

the poor of the land to fail saying: making the

ephah small and the shekel great and dealing falsely with

balances of deceit; that we may buy the poor for silver

andtne neeay for a pair of shoes. (Am.8/4f.).

in almost, cynical

fashion in the nomely wisdom of tne Proverbs:

i

Thesad lot of tue poor is set fortu

poor that are cast out ttfi thy house?
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All the brethern of the ooor do hate him:

How much more do his friends go far from him.

He pursueth them with words but they are gone. (Pr.19/7).

The poor useth entreaties

But toe ricn antwereth roughly (Pr.13/23).

Wealth add e tn many friends:

But the poor is separated fuom his friend (Pr.9/4) .

to hotice that the/nas no word for ’beggar’ ’and that

Says the Psalmistbegging except as a curse is unknown.

(37/95) I have been young and 'now I am old.

Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken

Nor his seed begging tneir bread

waile as a punishment begging

following places:

Let his children be vagabonds and beg:

let them seek their bread in desolate places (Ps.109/10).And

is men tione^-only in t.ie

Before leaving this part of our subject it is interesting
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And P

tbine house shall come and bow down to him for a niece of

silver and a loaf of bread and shall say -Put m*, I pray

a

morsel of oread (I S.2/36).

T-he Causes of Poverty.

The causes of poverty given in tne Bible are ob­

jective and subjective (Hamburger). The former are such

causedby war, failure of crops etc. The latter are those

due to defects of chara cter and ability among which

may be mentioned:

slothfulness—By slotnfulness tne roof sinketn in ana

through idleness of tne hands the house leaAetn. (Ec.lO/ld).

dd-te-ne-ss—He tnat tilleth his lano snail have plenty of

bread

But be that fol loweth after vain persons shall have cover-

as imoly no blame to their unfortunate victim viz. losses

theeinto on? of the priest's offices, that I may eat

shall come to pass fat every one that i s left in
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ty enough (Pr.28/19).

He becometh poor who dealeth with a slack hand

But the hand of the diligent maketh rich( Pr. 10/4) .

How long wilt thou sleep 0 sluggard?

When wilt tuou arise out of thy sleep?

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,

A litrle foluing of tae hands bo sleep,

And thy want

stubbsrness---- Poverty and shame shall be to him that

. refusethcorrection. (Rr.13/18).

miserliness—And there is that which withholieth more than

is meet but attendeth only to want. (Pr.11/24).

The Laws of tae Pentateuch concerning

the Poor.

We shall consider tae Pentateuchal laws for

the relief of the dependent classes as they are set forth

!

So shall thy poverty come as a robber

as an armed man (Pr.6/9f.).
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in the three codes of liws contained therein(l) endeavor­

ing to trace their develooment, showing the additions

andomissa in each stage of the development.

The Book of the Covenant:Ex.20-23.

The existence of a poor class is taken for granted

by this legislator and waen his early date xs considered

his legislation is marked by unusual consideration for

the rights of the nee^y.

In the way of positive relief for the poor he lays down

tural peoole it is quite naturally connected with the land.

The earthis not to be continuously tilled. Every seventh

(1) The so-called Book of tne Covenant (cf.Ex/2e/7) tne

oldest extant piece of Hebrew legislation, the Deutero-

nomic revision of this legislation and the Priestly Code

contained in Lev.

?

£

J

year it is to lie fallow and all its produce in this year

but one regulation and as he is writing for an agricul-
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is to belong to the poor. So too with tne vineyards and

olive yards (Ex.23/10-12).

The absence of any highly developed industrial

lifeoutside of agriculture left but little opportunity

of earning a livelihood to toe po^r man ana ne must

frequently have nad recourse to his more fortunate brother

to loan the means whereby to suoport himself. That borrow­

ing by the ^oor must have been frecuent is proven by the

stress laid noon it in the various Biblical laws. I n the

code under consideration the author enjoins the lender not.

to assume the attitude of a creditor toward tne poor

borrower nor to lay usury upon him (Ex.22-25). If his

garment be taken from him in pledge it must be returnee

to him by sundown inasmuch only covering ana

protection against the cold of the night ( Ex. 22/26,27).

The poor man is to be impartially treated in

court (Ex.23/6)and the judge is to beware of taking gifts

which might incline him to favor the rich. (Ex.23/3).

as itiHis
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The widow and the orohan are to be protected

(Ex.22/22f.).by God.

The stranger is to be fairly treated inasmuch

asthe fathers were strangers in Egypt. (Ex.22/21,26/9).

This fespecially to be noted, occurring at a time when among

nations strangers #ere denied all rights.

Deuteronomy.

related to the land does not retain the seventh year

sabbath of the land with the bestowal of tee produce

upon the needy as ordained in Exodus.

will be seen later. He does now-year fo rptnef purpose as

introduce new agricultural regulations of more valueeve r

to the ooverty stricken inasmuch as they affect all the

He orovides that all sheavesharvests of each year.

He uses tae sevenin

and those who injure them are threatened with punishment

The Deuteronomist in his care for the ooor -as
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forgotten by the reaners in the field shall be left for

the benefit of the stranger, the orphan and the widow.

In beating the olive tree, the boughs shall not( 24/19).

be gone over a second, time, but what remains shall be left

And so too, gathering(24/20).for the same classes.

t he

But most important is the introduction of(2*4/21). a new

tithe for tne benefit of the poor. At tne end of every

thirdyear a tithe of the harvest is to be set aside for

(14/28,29; 26/12).their use. According to Buhl (p.124)

this tithe reoresents the portion of the crop formerly

set aside for the Levites in charge of the country sanctu-

'T’hese places of worship being abolished by theari e s.

centralization legislation of Deuteronomy the t ax is

continued for the benefit of their priests who have been

deprived ofttneir means of support. Tne otaer classes

(viz.tne stranger, orpaanare included in its benefits

fruit of tne vineyards, the gleanings are to be left.
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oartake of the sacrifice meals at the abolished holy

With regard to the debtor classes the Deutero-o1 ace s.

All debts due fromnomic legislation is most striking.

Hebrew debtors were to be canceled every seventh year

(known as toe year of release) (15/147). For--he says --

/ll ) the poor shall never'cease out of( 1

fore I command thee saying: tnou snalt surely open tny

hand unto tny brother, to thy needy and to thy po^r in

thy land. Consequent!y, no one was to refuse to loan, ’

fearing the loss of the money in the year of release.

( 15/7f.). Put thou shalt surely give him and thy heart

shall not be grieved-- --  because that for this thing

the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy work.(15/10).

(1).

(1). Of course, while most excellent and ideal tneory t.xis 
provision failed utterly in practice, making worse the con­
dition it was intended to better, in that fearing the loss of

rue 1 ano : Ueie-

and widow), because they had probably been privileged to *
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But it was further provided as in Exodus, that no interest

should be exacted either in money or in kind, of Hebrew

Nor was the mill or millstone (from

the sustenance of life was obtained) to be taken inwh i ch

Pledges of the poor are not to ba taxen(24/b).pledge.

of the borrower, pledges are not to be taken forcibly,

but voluntarily given by the debtor. (24/10,11). The stran­

ger, the widow and orohan are to Have their rights safe­

guarded in judgement (24/17; -27/19) and the raiment of the

widow shall not be taken in pledge. (24/17). Of soecial

advantage to the noor must have been the oermission to

satisfy their nunger from the product^ of the vineyard

or cornfield of a neighbor, provided tnar nothing be canieo

their money, men refused to loan it until the well known 
’Ffosbol’ of Hillel was finally conceived to r.emedy the 
difficulty.

over night, (24/12,13) and in consideration of tae rignts

away. (2o/24,2o).

debtors. (23/19,20).
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The Priestly Code.

In this legislation, we again find toe sabbatic

year as given in Exodus, viz., as a purely agricultural

insti tution.

cult i vation. During six years are the fields to be sown,

the vineyards pruned and the harvests reaped, but the seventh

year is to be Sabbath in which none of these duties shall

be attended to and that fchech groweth of itself of the

harvest shall not be reaoed, tine grapes of the undressed

vine snail not be gathered, but shall serve as food for

the owner of ais household, for t.ie stronger ana tue cattie.

The priestly writer retains tae Deuteronomic(Lv.25/1-7).

command to leave unreaped the corners of the field and

the gleanings of the harvest and vineyard for the poor

(Lv.19/9-1lj 23/22).and the stranger. The most impor-

■

I

to it by tae Deuteronomist, has disappeared ana we again

a year of release, assignedIts function, as

find simply tne Sabbath of the field, tae rest from all
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tant innovation introduced in this code is the institution

While among the Jews themselves itof the Jubilee year.

has been recognized as a bit of Utopian legislation,

illustration of tue solicitude for tne poorer classes

revent by law the acquisition of large estates at thet o

expense of the small landowner and as an attempt to ore-

democracy based on equality of possession. This

law has two carts,

cere.

joyed seven sabbaths of years, in tne fiftieth tue trumpet

shall announce throughout the land t?e year of Jubilee

in which every man shall return to his ancestral possession

animating the lawgiver, and as an early example of attempts

se rve a

as an

After tue iano .\iil nave en-

one referring to tne release of tne

will be cunsiuere

never practiced, it is nevertheless, extremely interesting

land; tne otner to release of persons; the first of wi.ica
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and to his family. This jubilee shall possess all the char-

acteristcs of the ordinary sabbatic year--no agricultural

to be performed? tne voluntary produce of tne lanulabor i

I.iis provision alone marxs t.ie lawsnail serve for food.

as impracticable, as it makes necessary three years in

which tiere could be no crops--the regular sabbatic year

in thc forty ninth year of tne cycle, the jubilee year

and the succeeding year in which sown.

In a social state, in which the flesh of animals ’serve for

food only on occasions of religious worship or of occasional

such enactments, if fulfilled, could produce only wide-

But the most striking feature of the jub-snread famine.

luxury ana tue grains of tne field, tne products of t..e

a new crop must be

vineyard and olive grove were tne staple foodstuffs,
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ilee legislation was its regulation of tne land-tenure.

from tne fathers through tiie graceTne land inherited

of God, could not permanently oe alienated from its rignt-

It must therefore be distinctly understoodful possessor.

that there could be no sale of land (outside of tne walled

cities waich had special regu1 at ions); merely a lease for

until the advent of the next

and all rentals were to be determined on tinsjubilee,

to tne number ofthe price oeing proper tianace

(Lv.2o/8-20).years remaining in tne cycle.. And even

the right of redemption before the jubileeland,

served to him or to his kinsmen acting in his behalf,

with the solecondition that the amount of tne rental for

basis,

period a definite of time, viz.,

though poverty had compelled tne owner thus to lease his

was re-
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t.ie unexpired term of tne lease be returned to tae tenant-

We fini repeated in this code

injunctions to judge fairly and impartially, the rich and

(Lv.19/33,34), and not to loan on interest of any kind.?er.

Characteristic of the Levitical writer in(Lv.25/36,37) .

tae nce_y may not be compelled because of nis poverty,

to lose his religious privileges, and that in his case

the orescribed offerings may be diminished in value.

(14/21 ; 27/8 etc.).

nis considerate ne ss for t.ie po^r, is tue provision tnat

tne doot, (Lv.19/15), to respect the rights of the stran-

purcnaser. (Lv.23/25-28).
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It were an easy matter to fill pages with

citations from the Talmud and later Rabbinic authorities,

commanding the relief of the poor, tne widow and orphan,

extolling the praises of nim wno assists toe unfortunate,

setting forth tne ioeauties of caarity, DU t ioa Hu

governing the care and assistance of the dependent, a few

examoles must suffice. The command to do charity is

weightier tnan all other commandments. (Baba BaTra 9.a).

Every one accustomed to perform acts of charity will have

If one

ask,

I
I

I
"Way if God love t14e poor, ne

it JL s

answer: for our sakes, because tnrouga kinanest to tuem

sons wise, rich and learned. (Baba BaT.ra 9.b.).

tne purpose of t. is es^ay mainly to exhibit tne laws

oes not suppoit tnem,
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unishment in the fu'ur? -mild. (Baba

BaTra 10.a). Everyone who neglects the poor is like an

idolater. (ibid). the

Cnarity savetu from deatn. UrO-i-d).-----

Years were added to tne life of Benjamin, tne rignieous,

Says Rabbi Johanan b. Saccai ? Charity is greater than

the bringing of sacrifices, for sin offerings could atone

for Israel alone, while charity atones for thesins of

all the world . (Baba BaTra 10). Only for the sake of

Tne woitn

of fasting consists in giving alms. (Ber.b). in Baba

BaTra (Ila) is told the story of tne proselyte king,

I
■ i

i

iI
1

i

charity does

Great is charity for it hasten^

we are saved f rom

wr.o saved a woman from starvation. (Baba BaTra 11.a).

redemption, (ibid).

God support tne world, (her.7).
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Monabaz, who was recroved by his brothers for distributing

among tne ooor in the time of siege, the treasures hoarded

They stored up treasuresHe repiieup by l is ancestors.

, on nigh,' they put taeir treasures in a place

where human cower mignt sieze it, mine is waere no eartnly

cower can avail; they saved the fruitless thing, I, one that I

has increase; tney acquired treasures of money, I, of

soihl si 'tney obtained weal th for othe rs, I , for myseif;

their wealth availed for this world, my merit for the

'rt'e snoulu nere note tue significance ofworld to come.

tne term usea by the Raobis to uenoie charity. Tue Bib­

lical Hebrew furnisnes no such wo rd--almsgiving, and the
!

other forms of relief prevailing in Talmudic times being

i

■

oeiow, I
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unknown in the Bible.

(righteousness) for tnis purpose. This I

verbal identification, indicative of

tnan t..e foregoing quotations as

tertained by the .Jews in their oost-national life. I n

kinds:

Taose wuicn have purely an Historical interest1 ;

!the Rabbinical treatment of tnose Biblical laws which are

i naoo 1 ica’ le , because of changed

The Rabbis tierefore utilize tr>°

a. deeper intellectual

it must be keot in mini tnat tneyiare^of .two

word lnlp-ri

i sign of tnoj4roughgoing

ooinion of the importance of assistance to the needy en-

discu sing the laws laid down by the Rabbis for the care

of the ooor,

conditions, to t’-e time

i. e.

identity of rigutuousness andcaanty, is even more forcible
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of the Rabbis. In such treatment tne laws wnich, as we

minuteness outdoing itself in order t.iat no flaw may be

i
left. , whereby the intention of the Biblica 1 lawgiver

might conceivably b frustrated. Limitations are prescribed

fulfillment, and a complete legal structure erected by

Raobinic ingenuity on tue siigat Biblical founuation.

Of laws of tuis character, we snail concent ourselves with

a few illustrations.

2.The really important contributions of the Rabbis con­

sisting in a system of poor-relief, very complete in its

H

|

c 
r

general form in t.ie Penta-

I

i
PXTpnsions are ordained, punishments provided for non-

have seen are set form in leiy

teuch, are invested witn numoerless details, Raooinical



I

JL 1, l.i.

i
i 
1

!

i 
i

*

i
I
t
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abi lity to suuoly the needs of the t imes,and very careful

in its orovisions. This as worthy of our attention will

(1).

1 . Cue i'ii'oi type, we may submit tnef

As given in the Bible it consists in a general exhortation to

field in addi tion,

the gleanings and whatever portions of toe croo may have

been forgotten at tne general ingatnering. (Lv.13/9-11;

^6/22; Dt .2-1/19-2z). Rabbinic precision with regard

(1).

I

i

3
Rabbinic treatment of tae law of 7TS5

Z 
and rrnpw, Op1?

an unharvested corner of grain, and,

As an iliustrativii

orovide for tne oour from t e harvest, bv leaving in the

to minutiae together witn something of casuistry, nave

receive more extended notice.

The abbreviations Maim. M.A. and J/j). as used in tie 

following pages refer to Maimonides Wiy ,
Ttmn Trii/7%2 and to tryT mi’ hixozd “jny
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have developed this simple provision into a formidable

In the first place a punisnment oflegal array. .st ripe s

f.ien i i i s pro­

vided that taese gifts are independent of tne goodwill of

the owner of the ground, and may be taken against the wish

even by force .(ib.1‘8). hno uj is held to

aoply to standing as to harvested grain. (ib. 1:6). The

Biblical omission as to tne measure of tne portion to be

■

to the size of the field and its fertility.in proportion

(ib.l :15). The exact time when the poor may enter to take

advantage of these gifts is fixed . (ib.ls 11). V ar ious

I

i
I

I

of the owner ano

sixty must be left , ano tnat tne measure must oe increased

left to tne pouris remedied by decreeing tuatione ear m

is assigned for the violator. (M.A.1:<5).
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.roduois subject. to tais lawextensions are made oi tne

of t ?e corner to be left is definitely fixed (ib.2:12).
i

Ch.3 of Maimonides' treatise on the laws concerning gifts'

tions of the corner • according to topographical variations in6

Many similar minute regulations migit be quoted,etc. .

butisufficient aas been said to illustrate tae metnou of

in handling questions,t me ir timee Raubi

must nave been purely academic Ana yet onein nature.

important fact must be noted wn ion is to the credit of

the period, despite its fondness for casuistry and pedantry.

All tie auditions, restrictions and revisions imnosed

is continually uppermostwelfarepoor map,and hi

in the thoughts of the authors.

to the noor is filled with casuistic rules for the regula-

wuicu in

upon tne original law are Resigned in the interest of the

beyond tnose mentioned in tne Bioie (ib.2:2), tne location

fields: as affected by various kinds of seed used in planting



2.Rabbinic charity regulations.

Obligation of contributing to charity;

Every one is obliged to contribute to charity (J.0.243:1)

e ve n the oor man who himself is supported by al ms.(cf.Ex.

50/1 1 I. where every man, rich-or poor, is commander to

the one half shekel to t.e Lord.give

io tn is) .

compelled by tne court to pay in full, ana a punisn-i t ie s i

ment. of stripes is orovided if the amount is not forth­

coming .

charity contrib utions are demanded (M.A. 7:12; J.D.243:5).

(In facti according to the Midrash Rab. Esther 6, that

charity, which alone can be said to ooerate at all times

the education of orphans in one's home).i s

slaves ana mino is, but only

Con tributions

Of orohans no

tfhoevei gives less Lan-ue amount assigned by tne uuu.or-

to the conception of tne Rabois takes trie place of ti.e
b

Temple ofiering, ail must similarly conti^oute

may be received from women,

(Maim. M.A*7:10; J.D. ibid.).

As cnari ty according
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uspi -

cion mat money donated by these non-earning uiasses may

have been stolen. (Maim.7:12; J.D.2e5:j4). An extravagant

stints himself in order to give the regulation contribu­

tion is not to be solicited for donations. (Maim.7:11; •

J.D.243 :7). The amount to be given to charity: One is

to give in accordance with the need of tne apoli-suoposed

The niguest degree ofail ow. (i'x.A.7:O,e; J.D.249:1).

chari ty reninIS

(

(Maim. 7:b; J.D.249:1). No man, however, is allowed to

give less than one third siekel oer year. (Baba. BaTra

But above the amount of the contribution is emoha-9 : a) .

sized tne fact that the assistance no matter how small must

be giv°n cheerfully and graciously, inspired bv real

i

i
i

is wuo gives one fifta of uis income, one

is ajust proportion, but less taan tais is prohibited.

cant, but if he cannot do tais ne shall give as his means

man who gives more taan tne proper amount oi one who

in small sums, for otherwise mere mignt exist a
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sympathy for the unfortunate. In any other event the merit

of the deed vanishes. ( J.D.249:3,4: M.A.10:3). In this

connection it were well to note the order of merit in

c aiity giving according to the Rabbis.

l.Tbe greatest charity is that of him who enables tue poor

to become independent ana self supporting, either by

loan or by procuring employment Ox

by establishing aim in business. houern cnarity methods

still enlorse this canon as the highest rule of cnarity work.

2. The charity of ^im who gives, unaware of the identity

of toe retipient of r'is benevolence, the latter likewise

not knowing his benefactor.

But tois method is to be used

only wnen the public charity distribution is in capable

hana s.

Such is the charity of giving

to the oublic:charity box.

nuano of K gift or a
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-3.When the public distribution is not efficiently conducted,'

J.it i s we 11

ignorance as to his aeloer. Tii is was toe methodficiary in

sages, wao secretly threw money tnrough theof certain aou rs

of ouses of tne poor whom tney wisned to aia.

4.

remaining in ignorance of the recipients bo that they be

money behind them as they walked through fie streets.

5. The charity of him , who anticipates the recuest of the

needy.

ives adequately upon being6. The charity of nim, who

asked to aid.

7. His charity who gives less tnan is suincient io allev­

iate the need but gives cheerfully.

!

tne

1to personally give the alms, keeping the bene-

Allowing tne poor to Know tne aonor, t^e latter, however,

for example, tnose sages wio droppednot humiliated, as,
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6. Unwilling gifts. (M. A. 10 :7-14; J.D.249 :3-14).

if he be hungry feet him, ifaccording to his need i.e.

If he lack household furniture ano uten-naked clotne him.

(k.A.7:O; J.D.2^0:1).si 1 And to sucu anfurnisa taem.

extent was this consideraxion made legal enacxment taax ix

was orovided that in the case of a formerweal thy man obliged

;j

I t

runner failing to appear, the sage nimself performed inis

Under tne influence of tue ueoire to fulfil toe command-

I'

As has been said above, the no^rman

is related that the great Hillel so assisted a certain in­

dividual, and that one day a slave anoointed to act as

tn seek charity, the norse and courier to which he had

sheul d be suoolied ’

been accustomed, should be given him in his poverty.

ervice... (XeT. b7b).
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iment of matrimony, an unwise law almost necessarily pauper­

izing m its effect was enacted, tnat tue puur man must

not only be aided in procuring a bride, but must rn addition

bei given a residence and furniture. (J.D.2o0:1). In the

of

tian fifty zuz"and if the public treasury

accorci wi tn her station, (J.D.230:2). According to other

these regulations apply only in trie

■

izing effect of too much inaulg^no even a case of orpuaus

// may be inferred from tue statement tnatwas oerceiveu,

are bidden to support the orpnan, not to enrich him.we

(XeT. 57b).

being ornvided that he who saught this means of relief

saould receive but slight helo from the general noor fund.

T

!

■

author i ties, ho we ve r,

I'.iat tae pauper—

a woman desiring to be married, she is to be

; M.A.7:4).

can afford it, she is to be furnished with a dowry in

c a s- q

casa of orpnans. (Kef. d7a,b.

given not les

House to house begging was discouraged, it



64

( J. D. £ oO : <5) .

away empty aanued. (M.A.7; Baba

B aT r a 9) . (Baba Bafra 9a) that inIt is furtaer provided

case the city have many noor and the rich lesiring to evade

their fair share of the burden, favor house io house bed­

class would have them supported by ■

0 The travelling mendicant was a problem even

and sent them wandering fortn to search fox places to begin

For suei unfor­

tunates , the Jewish heart ever beat in oitying sympathy.

It is expressly commanded not to treat him io niggardly

faso ion, if he stay over night he is to be orovided with

comfortable sleeping place and if it be Sabbath,

lite

i!

a cono-i’epatinnal assessment, levied according to indi-

att .noant persecutions nau rendered many Jews nomeless,

The dispersion from Palestine ano tae

food and a

anew, to find a means of livelihood.

It is provided, aowever, taai no one ma_,

at tn is early ciace.

ging wxile the middle

send such applicants

vidual wealth: then the desire of the latter shall prevail.
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■

he if to be given three meals ant lodging. i

he be known ne is to receive such honorable attention as

While discussing the subject, of charity contributions, it is

interesting to note the existence of a feeling wnich nas

necessity of being independent of l.ie Gentile world in

caring for our own unfortunates. express-

ly forbidden to publicly accept charity from a non-Jew,

!unless it is absolutely imoossible for iin to be sunoorted

. (M.A.8:9; J.D.245:1). It is further-

m’ore provided that even if money be sent by a non-Jewish r

ruler to be distributed among the Jewish ooor it may rot

for obvious reasons of public policy,be so used. Howe ve r,

ii sbur-euit is

among tae Gentile neeuy. (M.A.t>:9; J.D.2^4:2J.

Methods of Relief.

Every Israelitish community snail appoint well-

■!

H

fne Israelite is

by his coreligionists

In addition, if

is due- nis station. (Mish.Peah 8:7; M.A.7:8; JiD.250:4).

continue- in 1 ill vigor to t.^e present day, viz., tae

not. to be refused, but secretly to oj
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known and trustworthy men as treasurers of th? charity

funds whose duty it shall be to collect from each member

of the congregation his orooortianate assessment. 11

shall also be tieir function to divide the money so col-

lec \.eqj, from Sabbath eve to Sabbath eve, giving to eacn

dependent sufficient for tae week's need. P.iis weekly

.(m.A.9:1j J.D.

2oo : 1).

of such collection being distributed each evening.oroceeo s

Every congregation maintained thehr^i'j? • the >i n 70 3) ,

however, being entirely optional, was not universally sup­

ported. (m.A.9:o;J.D.2q6:1).

relief of trie local poor resident

a general reixefthe funds are collected, Lie ’inyocn i

tne rr-31 p

i
ii

ij

il
§
i

I-1

Ciarity collection is Known as

Tne I J) is intended for .t.ie

in tne place in wnic

eacn day make the rounds of tne congregation, gathering 
\

contributions of food and clothing as well as money, the

Likewise, other collectors are appointed wno

This institution is known as 'ITijoj? . (M.A.9 :2j J.D.256:1).
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agency for all aoolicants. (M.4.9:6? JSD2253:4). However, '

funds may be transferred from one account to the other at

tie discretion of the community.

Jews were forbidden to acceot

alms from Geniile s, the converse did not nolo good, cino

benefits of Jewisi cnariiy were not restrictea tot ie tx.o^e

Tnirty aays

residence in a town obligates one to pay toward tueh^ip ,

where it. exists. (H.4.9:12; J.D.258: 5). Food was al so

distributed amon’g the ooor on fast days, it being ac­

counted most unworthy to neglect tf|i s duty. ('{.A.9 :4?

J.D.256:2). Rules governing the treasurers of charities:

After

t.iey may be depositeaaowever,

For tae distribution t..ree men arewith one treasurer.

I

I

f 
i-i

trie funds are collected,

It should be noted here

Tae ’ns ip must be collectea by at least two men.

after three months, contribution is exacted for the ’innji

that while, as shown above,

of Jewi Sii faith. (J.U.2al ; 1 no te;m.A .7:7).
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required that they may act as juiges to investigate tie

Tue'/T> roJl is to be collected andcase of each poor man.

(M.A.dcS; J.D.236:3; baba BaTra 8b).distributed by taree.

The ana

Le necessity for securing men of good character and frign

t

ability were well recognized; it being

th at should not give t

a

The one rous

duties involved by tae position, were also appreciated, as

may be seen in the

of nim tarouga waom charity i

gives it.(Baba BaTra 17). T.iere are numerous precise

rules laid down for the conduct of tie charity officials,’

statement t.iat greater is tae rewaia

congregational charities, unless they be in charge of 

man .A

i/importance of tne position of charity collector,

a well known saying

distributed tnan of aim who

<7

Hanannel b. Teradion. (Baba BaTra 10b).

a man ie smallest amount to the
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for example, they are not toseparate one from tae o t be r

If tne collector fines

is own

purse, but into tne poor box removing it thence wnen ne

Tne collections are not to beis own home.arrives into
4

counter by tie treasurers jointly but individually.

Sues money that is not immediately needed for crarity

is to be deposited with others, so that tn.ereouroose s 3

may be no suspicion of their deriving oersonal oiofit

also with the surplus contributions to tnet he re f rom

’IT)XV7 w.iica to oe pui-to oe sola to ot.iers anu no lare

tie collectors.

to trust its agents demanding no account of tneir transact­

ions. (cf.II K. 12/15) (Baba BaTra 8b;9aj M.A.9:B-11;J.D.

257:1 ,2) . If the poor fund be exhausted the collectors

are authorized to borrow, but the loan must be cancelled

/

chased by

and so

some money in ti.e street, ne s.iali not put it into

However, tne congregation is

on the street Wnile collecting.
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The distributor of cnarity must exercise rigid impartiality,

never favoring those related to aim. (J.D.257:10).

Recipients of Charity.

In the giving of nrivate charity it is wisely

(1)

The order of distribution of orivate charity follows: Bel-

neighboring cities, poor of Palestine, otaer foreign poor.

We compel a father to support nis indigent(JiD.2ol :o). son

i
(J.D.Zul:4).

Feeding t iie hungry precedes tae clothing of the naxed.

In the case of aoolicant in need of food, tae appli-an

cation is granted before making investigation. Put in the

not

when able even tnougii tae latter be adult.

atives, ooor of the household, o or of the city, poor of

as soon as new contributions are receives. (J.D.2j/:o).

provide^ teat one's own relatives shall have orecedence.

(1) In fact it is a rule that the nubl ic. chart t ie s are 
responsible for the poor man having relatives able to 

supoort him, it being t e duty of the latter to provide 
against ais kinsman's becoming a pu'-l ic?c narge. (J.D.257:9) .
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I f

wo Tian

seeking relief is too large to be supolied from the avail-

aided according to tne follow­

ing graaation: Priest, Levite, Israelite, , one of

, pioselytedoubtful parentage, foundling, bastard

Tais, however, is true only wnen allandmanumittea slave.
1

If the bastard, however, be a

scholar and the High Priest an ignoramus, the bastard would

takeeprecedence in receiving alms.

holds in distributing alms among the various members of

Above all does a Rabbi or his son orecede.each class.

(If.A.8 :17,18; J.D.251.-9).

Individual Qualifications for receiving Alms.

zlnoever has food for two meals snail not ask

, yjiJ

And the same rule

a man and woman apply for aid simul taneously, th®

If the number of -ersonsprecedes. CM.A.8:10,16j J.D.251:8).

t..e case of requests for clothing investigation precedes

able funds t iey are to oe

the decisi on. (BabaBaTra 9a: M.A.7:6; J.D.25117,10).

are equal in learning.
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not engaged in business and possessing

two hundred zuz or one pursuing some business and caving

i f ne 1 acxHowever,snail not taxe charity.filly z uz

but one denarius of the required amount ne may accept aiu.

(Mish. ?eah. 8: 7,8,9; X.A.9:13; J.D.2o3;l). I f a man own

property but it be mortgaged or his wife's marriage portion

be a lienuoon it, he may accent charity in his time of need.

Likewise, may a man receive aid if he own a house and

furniture, but lacks two hundred zuz in money. However,’

in this latter case he is not to be aided until he has sold

all

253 :1) . The Saul pan AruX in commencing upon t.iese

him to support

shall not be aided from thetrsi^ .

himself and his family independently.

for fourteen meals

unnecessary articles of furniture. (M.A.9 :1 3,14; J.D.

restrictions, lays down toe general principle taai a man

is to be supported until his income is such as to enacts

Likewise, a man

for assistance from the ■>> oiOJO , whoever has food suooly
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(J.D.2b3:2) . Furthermore if a man in need own unencum­

bered orooerty, we do not force him to sell it at an

inooportune time, when by temporary assistance he might

be

of A miser '//ho

abstains from food, becauoe o*f unwillingness to speno tne

money wtiicn possesses can receive no cnarity (M.A.7;3jie

•’.D. 255:12). Above all are the feelings of the unfortunate

poor man to be respected. And If he be unwilling to accent

charity, we diplomatically tender him the assistance as

a loan or a gift. (M.A.7:9; J.D.253:9); A scholar, in

particular, is to be snown tie honor due him ani if ne be

unwilling to accept caarity, we must procure aim employ-

( J.D.2oO:l).busine ss.

enabled to keep the oroperty until opportunity offered

He may ue^up to one naif tue value

ment or if ,ie nave business anility establish aim in some

to sell ai a fair price.

property.. (M.A.9:1b,17; J.D.z_>O:b).
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Exhortations against Taking; Charity.

A man saould always hold back from accepting

He

tance. He shall not .hesitate because of uis birth or

h 1 ? learning, but shall engage in the meanest labor before

The man who

imposes uwn the public by accenting unnecessary suonort

will surely come +o need before his death. On the other

who is worthy of aid and hesitates to ask for it

on account of false pri se is virtually committing self-

trie distress wmcn ne patiently endures is

accounted only as sm. However, he w.io refrains from askin,

until necessity compels him will live to assist ot.ie rs.

(Mish. Peah 8; M.A.10:18,19; J.D.288 :1,2). It may be ad-

visable after thus having detailed the various Rabbinical

enactments for the care of the destitute, to summarize

charity untii'in absolute want and utt er distress.

murder ana

h an d, tie

allowing himself to become a nublic charge.

tne Sabbath, if necessary, before accepting puofic assis-

shali stint himself ana laoor in every way, even profaning



40

briefly tne leading features of tnis legislation.

First we would note tie centralization of all

charity effort in the congregational relief. Wiere all

relief w->s disbursed from one central organization, t. ie re

Hesitancy on the oart of the poor as to where
■

author!tie s *

of duplication of assistance nor of various relief agencies

Tiiere was easily secured

tosay Lie main proulem of caari ty organization.wn at i s

Attention should also b- called to t^e intelligent yet

kindly method of handling Lie cases as Liey presented i

Immediate relief where necessary, tiorougi

investigation in all

witn i|je- ul ti mate purpose of making the aonlicant self-

sunoorting) , all these are carefully provide! in t e fore­

House to house Pegging is stronglygoing regulations.

di ^countenanced. The entire system is permeated witn

j

th emse 1 ve s.

fear on too part of th®

could be no

to aooly for aid, no

w rking at cross purposes.

cases, securing of employment (all
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kindly feeling toward the poor, his interest is always

SU' ferer

lief is strongly emphasized. Officials of hi go character ana

ability are demanded who are subjected to careful suoer-

Absolute impartiality in treatmentvision in t.ie i r acts.

of toe poor is required of them ana, finally, not only

any suspicion of pauperising t.ie poor by too lavisn

bounty frowneu upon, but tue poor tnemselves are

warned against becoming public charges as long as any

All in all,

early Jewish ohi 1 antlpoo^y represents a very advanced

stage in the scientific treatment of the ooor to which it

has taken the outside world many centuries to advance.

i
sternly

th i s

i s

as of at least equal value with the material re-

first, the value and importance of personal sympathy with the

other lonorable course lies onen to them.
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Slavery in tae Bible.

I

■

l

i
I
i
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In any consideration of slavery in antiquity

it must be born in mini that the institution is to be con-

sidered from the noint of view of the time studied, not

accor': ing to the notions of modern civilization. In

ancien t society slavery was a fundamental feature justi­

fiable.

economic side it was most nelpful. Free, nuea

labor being almost unknown, almost ail agricultural and

industrial labor was accomplished oy tae slave. From tne

Ipoint of view of ethics, slavery of captives of war was

an undoubted advanceunon the ^receding stage in which

foemen were ruthlessly slaughtered, no captives being taken.

Consecuently the oresence of slaves and slave laws reore-

advanced civilization than a degraded.

Naturally tne Hebrews shared with their contemooraries

in this respect.

stitution among them is snown oy tne legenaary assignment

3

(

f

I
I

i
1

■

Tne long-standing character of tae in­

even necessary in tne development of tne race.

sents rather an

From an
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of its origin to tre time of Noah (cf.Cn.9/25,2o). How-

it inconsistent with their teachings and tolerated it only

because of the deep root ithad taken among tne oeople. The

doctrine of human brotherhood and its correlative divine

A Hence out­

side the 1 ack of freedom tie life of the slave differed

little f rm that of the other members of the household.

The story of the search conducted by Saul and one of the

slaves of his father's household for the missing asses

(I S.9/3f.). in which the slave advises his master and

loans him the money witi wnicn to consult toe piooneteven

relationship far different from

X 1 vailing customs as to materially modify tnem.

e-f-er, while recognising slavery as an ancient and necessary

a
fatneruood directly contravenes t..e essential idea of
Aotk nwkla,^a A/cma ■
si ave ry^.vi tn sucnre'stric lions ana amendments orLe pTe-

Samuel would indicate a

phase of social life, the PQntateuchal legislators found

that conveyed to our min^s by tne words slave ano master.
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The high merit assigned to faithful slaves is well illus­

trated in t; e case of Eliezer the servant of Abraham who

was entrusted with nis master's wealth and voul-’ have be°n

his heir hao Abraham died childless. ('In. l5./’f.).

According to Pr.17/2

that cause tn shame

Ana

in pleading nis cause shows t^e respect entertainedJob

for of the slave when he protests against ever

having desni sed the cause of the slave who contended with

him. (31/13).

are further warned ' 'not to slan­

der a servant to his master'.

Furthermore the fact that during the Biblical
=

period tne Hebrews were chiefly engaged in agricultural

pursuits ana tuat tne master worxea in tne field with nis

tne rights

And in Proverbs 30/10 we

snail nave part in t,ie inheritance among tne bretnern.

.A servant that dealeth wisely shal 1 have rule over a son
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servants made the lot of the latter easier and less humili-

B^fore advancing to a detailed examination of

the legislation of the Pentateuch with regard to slavery,

Tie Hebrew word forword corresponding to our term 'slave'.

called ‘HlTt ’ and in tne Seutero-Asaiah tne ideal

neoole of Israel is honored witnthe title 71171

The testimony of language on the ooint is both interesting

and instructive.

Slavery in the Pentateuch.

1. Book of tne Covenant.

a.Hebrew slaves:, male.

Hebrew slaves could oe acquired in two ways:

through lack of means of sup pport a man migne sell nim-

■ thi s

we would call attention to one f act--taat the Bible has no

iuea is may meaning simply 'servant' and is useu

frequently as a term of honor as e.g. t.ie piopnets are
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to

required in restitution he shall be sold

by tne Judges. ( Ex.21/If.22/3). However, a Hebrew could

real, permanent posses ion of any man

(for a reason clearly expressed in the Levitical core),

consequently, neit er voluntarily nor involuntarily couid

his oer-on be disposed of for an unlimited period. His

oerson was not. sold? merely his labor. Therefore the law

distinctly provides that his period of servitude shall en­

dure only for six years from the date of sale. (Ex.21/2).

deoart singly but if he were married his wife goes witn aim

If on the otner nand nis master

hadgiven to him one of his female slaves witn wnom to

cohabit during his time of service, tne woman ana any

borne aim remain tae property of

tne master. ( Ex.21/4) .

/

I f he

self or having been convicted of theft and bain? una' l^

children she m iy aave

oay thp amount

never become a

was an unmarried man on entering service he s'^all

to freedom. (Ex.21/31.
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It seems however, sometimes to haw? hanoQned

tiattne conditions un er which ie ,iai lived became so

servant taat ne was willing to resign ais

Probably as a aeceri\,ntfreedom and enter real slavery.

tne following humiliating ceremony was prescrioed for sucn

The slave was brought into tie presence of tnec ases.

sign of his degradei condition by having his ear pierced

Though the text is here somewhat obscure,

rion siall be performed at the door or doorpost of the nouse
I

refers to tne aouse of toe owner and is symbolic of tne

fast attachment of tie slave to ais aousenolu. (£xpel/j>,o)

b. Hebrew female slaves:

According to the 'covenant1 there really is no slavery

The only way in which a woman cm lose

4

I
i

i
i i :

for Hebrew women.

wi th an awl .

pleasant to tne

it is crobable1 that the further provision that this ooera-

■’’udcrps ( q.-jVx' nnt was given a lasting, visible, bodily



( legal ) infancy. Women so sold de not go free after six

years of servitude as is the case with males but the pur­

chaser takes u-'on himself tne obligation of marrying her

If he ore far ne may

to his son? in such case being comoelled

treat her is ae would his own daugnter. I f he af te r-t.o

I f l.6 -Ob o

notfulfii tnese provisions ne nas no power over ner, he

cannotsell her to anyone but muse at once set ner free

without receiving any money for her. (Ex.21/7-11).

General slave rules:

The master was never to have t ie idea that the slave was

I
guard the rights of the slave as a human being it was de­

creed that if aa man punished
i

i

To safe-

giveher as wife

a servant with a rod so

privileges are in no wise to J>e aiminisueo.

her freedom is for her fatner to sen ner aming ner

wardtake anotner wife, her food, raiment an i marria&e

his nrooertv without any rights as an individual.

when she attains the age of puberty.
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severely that the slave Jied under the aunishmen t, the

should be the same as tnat orovided for the murderoenalty

it was recognized taat tne rigntof afree man. However,

to chastise disobedient slaves must be reserved co tue aiasies

(ci .Pr.29/19).

two after tne infliction of the punishment tie master shall

(Ex. 21 /20,21).

if a master inflict permanent bodily injuryFur thermore,

latter shall go fre° because of such

injury. ( Ex.21 /23,27).

The religious interest of tne slave was to be .1
cared for and at the same Lime his labor ligntenei oy tne

cs share in t..e

The master's rigit to the full labor of tne
-

labor value incurred through the carelessness of tMrd partis

,1

F

slaved is careifully conserved and any diminution of his

il

Therefore if tne slave live for a day or

piovision of Lae Decalogue trial ne was

on a servant the

privileges of ti.e Sabbain day. (Ex.-sO/lb).

go free for the slave was his meney .



must be maue good io toe master. i'aerefure if an unruij

gores a slave its owner was compelled co pay 11ie masterox

(Ex. 21 /32).

Lastly it is to be observed to the credit of

the Hebrew legislator, that the repren'nsi’ile practice

of kidnaooing men for the slave market was never tolerated

the abduc+or found wit-a stolen man in his possessionan

wasoutto death. (Ex.21 /16).

•2. Deuteronomy.

Hebrew slavess

At the very outset of ct»ie Jeuieronomic legisla­

tion with regard to the Hebrew slave we meet with a marked

diversion from the ©revisions of the 'covenant'. W ^ereas

in the latter it was impossible for a Hebrew woman to be-

thecornea slave in anv real sense,

Deute ronomis* inthe same fashion as the male slave, standing

!

I

■■s
I

I

i

■
we find. her\ treated b

a fine of thirty shekels.
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in the eyes of the law. She too sial 1

go forth at the conclusion of tie six years ’en of set -

No mention is made here of the manner in which shevice.

■islave but it is nroba’-le that this was effectedbe came a

by her sale by her father while under his jurieither s-

(Dt.16/12) (1)diction or by sale of herself.

(l)The causes whicn led to many of t ae people being com-

r i

i
i.

I

L

oel led to sell thmselves into slavery ar>egraohically 
described in tne oassages from Amos 2/6f.j3/4f. quoted at 
the beginning of the first chanter. Extortionate orices 
am false measures were but illustrations of the manv 
methods of oporessing the poor denounced by the nronhets. 
Furthermore, though oermission to enslave debtors is no- 
wnere given in the law it would seem from I 3.22/2 and 
I I X.4/1 that such practice was oursued. In addition 
it is very nrobablp that the six years term of service 
was generally disregarded inasmuch as Zedekiah is denounced 
by Jeremiah / 54/8f.) for failure to keep his promise to 
liberate the Hebrew slaves and punishment piophesiea be­
cause neither nis contemporaries nor tneir fathers naa 
observed tne law to release tne slave at tae ena of six 
years.

on ti.e same foot i ng
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The Exodus rule is improved upon in one resnect.

d

to go fortn emoty handed but he is to be liberally fur-

ms tea from tne flock,

press oihis master. (Dt.16/lo-io). ifiiile tne .nemory of

I srae 1' sbondage in Egypt isghven as tne reason for cm s

it in character i st i c of tne humane attitude of /o ro vi si on ,

Deutero no mi st. Under the rule in Exodus tne condition

During

servitude, while deorived of freedom he was assured of

shelter, clothing and food and his rights were guarrantemi

by law.

necessi ties.

woud be enabled to sujporc nimseif wmie emeazoiing ro

re-establish himself in a free life.

The provision for entering permanent slavery isi

-dr

1

I
I

sI

t he

11 
I 

i

also contained in this

By tie Deuteronomic provision aowever n t

Free, he was absolutely helpless, lacking all tne e

tne tnresiiing floor an^ tne wine-

The ?lavp at the expiration of his term shall not ^e allo"'»

of tne slave wr s worse after release than before.
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of male and female

;iHebrew slaves in that women too may thus oino tneiueives

to life-long servitude.

The privileges of toe Sauoatia are confirmed co

however being soecifically designated for the protection

of Hebrews. (Dt.24/7). Deuteronomy provides in addition

A slave whothe household. (12/12,19; 14/27; 16/11,12).

had fled from his master from among the surrounding <.

he naa taken refuge. (Dtzd/lo).
•i

Thin code

'For they are my servants which I brought out of the land

i

Hebrew 

slaves:
3. ThePriestly Code.

strongly the ioea of Hebrew slavery. 
A

toe slave in t ie Deuteronomic version of toe Decalogue

(Dt.5/14) and the law agai nst. i s al

=i
-4

I
i

Iso/jepeated, this time

peoples is not to besurrendeied by Cue Hebrews wi ca wuom

one important addi­

tion, confirming the sirnjlar statu

the sa>ne conditions as in Exodus, with

tbat + he slave shall share in all the sacr.ficial meals of
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servant

a
of Cod cannot be deprived of uis dignity and nonor by be-

3

coming a servant of man. Yet the author recognizes that

conditions may be such as to cornel a man temporarily to

Therefore he urges kindly treatmentnis freedom.g i ve u

of such--t ey are to be considered as hired servants and

sojourners not as

I in Leviticus for the reliefThe main enactment

'of t e slave is in direct contradiction to both t.ie

istue jubilee occurring every fiftieth year.coues.

According to tnelaw of jubilee ail Hebrew slaves snail go

free in this fifieth year. Tnere is no sort of qualifica-

Tne number of years till the jubileet ion. (Lv.23/41).

may be manv or

(Lv. 25/ol ,52) . (Account is taken in this law onlv offew.

the slave who sold himselfj 'slavery for theft does not an-

Now, both tiese regulations flatly oppose thepear).

=
=

i
Itaili6i

fills

to which time the Hebrew slave must s rve

slaves. (L’r.25/59 ,42,43) .

of Egypt, tney snail no <- be sold as oondmen'.
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conditions of Exodus and Deuteronomy .taat the Hebrew male

slaves according to the former (Leviticus aooar°ntly agrees

in considering only the male) and both male and female accord

inp; to tue latter shall serve a full six years term and no

There is further contradiction in tie fact t >at1 or per.

Jubilee law expressly prohibits Israelitest tie as ser­

vants of God to enter into any term of human servitude ex-

earlier ooc.es

tolerate such service provided taut cue ceremony of pierc-

Furthermore

may under

Hebrew stranger. to be re-j s

rve d the rig't of reiemct ion at any time jthe redemot ion

price being based uoon the amount originally paid for toe

slave's services and being in proportion to tie numoei

Tne slave may beof years remaining until me juoilee.

i

a
a

tending beyond toe jubilee year, w.ale botn

stress of need, sell his services to a non-

However, in this case there

i ng tne ear be comolied with. (Lv.23/46,34).

we find , for t e first time, in th i s law that the Hebrew
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redeemed by any of his kinsmen or may himself ourchase

his freedom if he acquire the mea ns. (Wee may infer from

lave may have possessed meansthis statement that the

nof ei®ning mo^iy apart from his labor for ms master.

c a e

accrue to the master* as, we shall seelater, was decre.-d

Rabbis with regard to non-Hebrew slaves.).

b. Non-Hebrew si a vest

acoui sitiion of non-I srae 1 i t i sn slaves. He permits them

to be bought from the nationsround about and from resident

laese slaves are regarded as property, tnerrf o reigners.

t.iey may be transferred from fatherchildren are slaves,

inheritance and are to serve for life. (Lv.

25/44-47) .

x : •' --x ~

by tn®

•to
al n^oinoy coming **-r4rr the slave would by coat very fact

to son as an

The Levitical writer is the first to e<nressly permit t^a

not regard the slaveas nis property, for were cars tne

Ai any rate it certainly proves again that tne owner could
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Slavery in Rabbinic Literature.
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J

i
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Hebrew slaves:

2 < J

may infer that theRabM s considers! the ques+ionwe t

0 f

=

waile possibly oi nut mucii practical importance are mte-

tuae in tne matter anaresting as revelations of tneir at

valuable as traditional interpretation.

rovided for examole that a man mi?ht notThey

sei J imnelf until ie was in utter desttutim, without

(Maim.1:1,2) (Maim.A;any means of existence. in tMs

refers to Maimonides Mishna Tora ).c haote r

A woman cannot be sold for tneft sne voluntari-nor cm

filecourt inseixxng a man(Maim.A.l :2).ly sell ner elf.

i

I
*

5a\ = I ’ 7r UJ

Hebrew slavery in their time a our°ly acaiemic one.

imitations and extensions oi toe Biblical la..®, Wuicn,

Yetwe find among tneir regulations variousmodi f ications

From a uassage in Xiddushin 63a
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fortheft can deliver aim only to. a Jew or a proselyte.

(Maim.A. 1 :sS) .

jected to me humilia

siaremarket. Hebrew slaves cannot be compelled(ib.l io) .

to do menial, personal services for the master, such as

ling him at they may he employ d

may not humiliate t^em by requiring them to follow t'-vr

ing his service, (ib.l :7).

11 eatequi tably ail Hebrew slaves in me matters of 1

ation ana lurmer raese mu t e

( ib.l :9) .of the same quality

Little wonder, in vew of tnese minute directions t>at tie

Rabbis should nave exclaimed

(A raKin oOb).

a t ten

clothing and habitd n nk,

trades publicly unles> t iey hat pursued them before-enter-

Tne master is to tcumpeiieo to

as t.iose used by oimself.

However, their ma s+prs

Fur ch er Hebrew slaves are not io oe suo-

as barbers bakers an tailors.

non of being puolicly sold in che

t'>e bath etc. t houg



3
O-i

w- enheentered ,is service is responsible not only for

su-'oort but also for the sustenance of -'is wife

This however, did not entitle him to thean:ch2 Iriren.

l ai m . A. 3:1 ,2) .

rtitn regard to tne provision of Exoausnl iconcermnt

the cohabitation of Hebrew sla/es Wi c.i non-Heorew female

provided that cne slave sold by die court

might be comoell'-d to enter into such unions but tnat the

slave selling him elf might exercise his own will in the

to limit as far as possible theI f is desired

right of the slave to enter perpetual slavery by naving

Therefore it was ieciaedlis ear pierced.

1 

I 
j 
4

his o wn

slaves it was

toa«. toe slave

earn ngs of +he latter which went to tie slave. (Kidd.92a;

The master of a Hebrew slave w>io was married

matter provided that he were unmarried. (ib.5:4,5).
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who had sold himsefef could not

slav® sold for theft alone being allow®' the

woman coul not be oierced(ib.oooo rtum ty (lb.3:6); a

a certain forced exegesis being used co invalidate0:13),

the apparent permission of Deuteronomy. Further, tut- literal

ut11i zed

not be performed. (ib.3 :11). but in all events t !he
1

bored slave went free in the ’jubilee.

to note the Talmudic harmony by which the contradiction

between toe permission to enter perpetual slavery ano tne

release of tne jubilee year According

to the Rabbis
■

i

7
Xi is interesting

as basis for a provision tnac in case either the

is tnus removes.

Al/ojtand 'he lovet.i Cnee and tny iiouse’, (Dt.lo/ld) was

master or the slave were childless the operation could

t i o n; i e

reading ' I .love nr, master, my wife and my children', (Ex.

may be taken uo me^n not ',for ever'

submit to this onera-
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butany limited space of time and here (Exr>21f Dt.IB) it

refers to the swace of time until Jubilee. (Tidd.l5a>.

So too, all other Hebrew slaves are freed by tie jubilee

six years be unexpireu. (Haim. A.even though tne required

is alsvTne Hebrew si2:1) .

tie jubilee but by tnat only unless ne be ransomeuf reed by

it by his relatives UDon wr.om tie ddty is in-t op r i o ;

( ,idd.!3b; Maim.A. 2 :6, 7) .cumbent. However, h at once

obtains his freedom uoon +he death of his master. ('‘aims 'A 1

2 ?12) . unon

But if he leavethedeath of the latte® wit aOut a -.on.

of nis

t erm. (ib.) .

t i e release of a slave inTne regulations lor

h el d by

I

Th3 slav» of a Hebrew man ter also becomes free

s rye until the expiration

ave of a iivii Israelite owner

a son tne slave must

case of permanent bodily injury (Ex.21/26) were
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theRabbis not to anuly to Hebrew slaves as the comoensat ion

liberty un­

it was decreed tiat t ie minimum value of tne

□ resent to be given to the slave, in accordance witu t.ie

Deute ronom ic law. at his departure siouldbe t lirty

The slave ofshekels (Kidd. 17).

Hebrew female slaves:

Tee fatner of a Hebrew girl couli sell her

nu otuer resource open to -ii m. ne

sell her only to such a man as can contract a v.iliac an

marriage with her and wit h tne understanding tuat he will

a non-Israel it tsh

owner was no' ent it]edtothis sift.

the\ same compensation as would accrue to a free man.

only w uen mere

Tiereiore tne Hebrew slave t aus injured was to receive

i s

was insufficient for one who would regain his 

der all circumstances after hi/ six years haj expired.
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act in accordance with tie law. (Ex.21/7-11).h o w i 1 1

if; hed'oes not do so cannot sell

In case.ie aie beforebmmust set her free.

sue is not property and cannot

The troublesome question for the Rabbis wit.i

harmonizat i on

law in Exoduis that the only Hebrew women to be sold

werecirls who were not to be treated as slaves but to be­

come wives of tne purchasers ano tne Deuceronom tic view

winch maie ano female slaveaccording co

i.One solution viz. that tne Deut eronomac passagelevel.

reiera to sucu women as were unfitted to marry tiieir pur -

ch a s~ r s or

regard to the Hebrew female slave wis th«

or give her to anotner

lie girl rescues

wio had sold tiemselves after obtaining tiieir

dr6 on cno ibdiiid

puberty she go. s free as

of t e

majority would seem to be contradicted by the baws that

be inherited. (Maim.A .4 :2,3\10,11),.
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fafter could sell his daughter only when a valid marriagea

could be contracted (Maim.A.4:9) and tuat a woman coula

not seii nerself (ib. 1:<J. however, it

that Maimonides contradicts himself m i.dc last ntatement,

permitting such sales in 4:3.

iNon-Hebrew slaves:

These slaves mig dt be acquired by purchase? in

result of slave cohabitation or by voluntarva

The(Maim.A. 3:1).part of the foreigner.

cnief d isti notion 'as to Hebrew and heathen slaves is that the

free man who has contracted away or beenformer is a

wiihhthe exception of certain inalienable human rigi

considered as orooerty an is an inheritable c h a 114 .

Himself prouerty, he can have no personal ->rooerty. H <= no e,

~TT

I

E

=

i
■

■

i
i

s-.le on the

is to be no t ea

deprive/ of nis

cs is

freedom for a limited time; tne latter,

•v ar, a:
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everything +hat is tiis becomes co ipso t.rebel ongi ng of

(Pes.odo) .(Baba Mesia

In short toe sla-e is to be considered as property in all

where his ner^onality as a man doe; not enter. T;ec a s=> s

slave may do nothing which would tend to -’iminisH

to Me owner. Th

fulfilling a nazarite vow (Nazir 9-jl) an) sihal 1 receive the

remuneration when the slave is beaten or injured by a car ra

party (Baba Kama B7;a).

So, all car 1 are n by slaizeto ti e master (ib.&ob). women

are slaves andthe property of the masters even though

the fat, er were a freeman for a slave could not contract

■legally binding marriage and in all such unions, thea

children according to the Talmud, tike the status of +^e

1
I

v a 1 u °

h i <?

re
I'iief c from a slave muse beApaid

96a) orua h) y Tiy Ttj yiv

hismaster or to pu.it in Talmudic language ion T’p no.yr>

V

i:

latter, therefore, may prevent his

Ai pronertytacan be sold or given is security for uebt.
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mother. (Kidd.dob).

fle nave

learned the Biblical nrovision against tie muraer or in-

Nbt only were these confirmed bv thejury of glaves.

f ■ v r o a r t of ti-e

w.ich entitles tre clave to hit (Kid 1.25 a; Maim.f reedom.

than oru; permanent bodily injury was in-If moreA .5 :4) .

freedom la t.ie firs- wounnfileted the slave receives ni

money compensation for tne o inner (Maim. A• 551 ~t) .s.

And in all features of the criminal law t ;e slave stands

in tfce same relationto third persons as a freeman.

•Jewish household even heathenOn entering a

slaves were expected to submit to circumcision. If th®

ana a

As a person nowe.er, toe slave nau rights to

life ana limb whica could no c be disregarded.

Rabbis but ext nded ^o that the Talmud enumerates twen + y

o:y, n°rmanent, intentional injury of
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slave ms unwilling he was to be allowed to remain un-

c i rcumci sed f or a y^ar and if he then still persisted in

hicrefusai he must be re-sold to a heatnen. I f how°vAr,

exemotion from circumcision one of t?e con.-l i ti - ■pa- e

it was allowed to retain him. (¥ •' i m.one of his Durchase

A circumcised slave couu no c be sola to a heatcicn

Slaves also partici­

pate- in tne Saboaua aiiu festival ceieoratxons. (c f. Ex.

In gen ral slaves were considered obligated to12/44) .

fulfil all religious duties eoua'ly binding noon both

acceohed in court.Slav° te

also forbidden to teach a slave the Tora (KeT.^Sa)I t was

but this was aftiward interpreted to mean tnat t.rey were

( M a i m. A . a: 1 o) .

168650

■i'imony was not

.vi i.. fxde Cuiiaren.

lest he again icipse |<nto idolatry.

not co be caught in tne same ocaoui

he ha

men and women. (Hagiga 4a).



Manumission of slaves:

In addition i© receiving their liberty as

suit of injury at the hands of the master, slaves might

the receipt of a bill of manumission fromgo

Freedom might also be purchased

cm r d parties.for the slave by

c fulfil nis wish.slave ms neirsmua

. e commanded it tne court m iy act in me nutter. (ib.o:4).I f

a si->.ve to participate in a religionsI f

•ch oh onlv free men mav celebrate ha thereby impli­

citly frees him and must give him a bill of Manumission.

(Ib.8;17).

FINIS.

16865.1

/a ;

a re-

If a dying mui express a

d. sire to ire

fr>>e u-'on

a master cause

tner owners. (Mai m. A.3 : J).


