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IN'l'RODUCTION _____ ,........,. .... __ .... __ 

The Pesikta. deRab Ifu.ha.nu is known simply as the I?esikta. 
(: 

because it is the ol,.dest Midrash using this designation. .An 

exb.aus'.\iive anaJ.yiJis of.' the age and name of this work appears in 

Bab bi Harry Ka.plan• a the 61is on t:OO Bela tionahip between God and 

Israel in the Pesiktal and hence is not repeated here. One or 

two additions t0 Babbi Kapl~'s account may be~~. As he notes, 

the Fesikta had been known for som<3 time before Buber's publica-

ti on from manuscri:i;rts in. 1668 through quotations and e:i. tations 

in Aruk and in Yal,kut. 2 

Strack notes that Bube~•s edition based upou tour mana-

so:ripte confirmed an attempt made by Zunz to reconstruct the 

l?eGikta. from citations in other works. However, Buber found that 

s~ one hundred and thirty five cor:reetiona were n.eoesse.ry. 3 

1. Kaplan PP• 4 .. 7 
2. Strack P• 210 
3. Ibid. 



Fixing the date o:t the Pea:i,kta eon.:binues to be dii'1'icult. 

Ka.plan notes Zunz' s 'estimate of' about 700 C. :m.l and Waiss• analysis 

which :make,a the Pesikta a ce>ntemporary of Bere$hi th .l.~bbah which 

$traok2 pla.ces\hb ti~ of the fir1,11t generation of Amora.im which 

would ba in the third cent11ry c .. E. 

S1Jraek accepts :Lheodor' s proot3 tbat the Midrashi:m vayikra 

Rabbah and Ebah are dependent upon tbe Pedkta. He further poill.ts 
.· . . 

out that the final settlement o:f the date is dependent upon discover-

ing when the cycle of Haphtaroth for the twelve 8abbaths preceding 

Smccoth was established., Tb.is, o:f course, beeauae tll the Piskaoth 

based upon these Haftaroth are arranged in the Pesikta in the 

specific order ot the reciting of the Fiattaroth in tha Synagogue. 

No doubt, says Strack, the Pesikta doea not exist today in 

its original i'or.m. It has been subjected to changes and is a col-

lection of disoourees and homilies for special testiva.la and 

Se.bbaths and hence W.S used. In living use they must have been 

subjected to ehange and oona'lnnt modification .. 

;>t.'/ 

As,_JA(ha.s been n0ted above, Rabbi Ka.plan' a study was confined 

to the treatment of the relationship between God and Israel in this 

Mid.rash. Thie thesis ma.k@Q use ot other :materials in the Midrash 

l~ Kaplan p. 6 
2. Strack ~· 217 
3. Stl).1.e.ck p. 211 
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and brags out a pict1xre of God. and Me.n. The chapters bring to-

gether tbe homilies and d.iseriptions of: the relationship between 

God and his world and the roon He oraa tad to popule. te it; tho 

revelation He gave them; ma.n's response to that revelation; how 

man may return to God in repentance and finally (perhaps in 

supplement to Kaplan's study) the picture Israel creates of ~,r· 

relat:tonsb.ip to the Peoples of the world. 

The Mid.rash presents no· systematie philosophy. No detini tions 

are given us. The Rabbis dealt with something that ·was living and 

vital to themselvee and their listeners, so:roothing that defied 

definition. In theeie hQlllilies, they let down the strict bars that 

gQa.rded. fcnmal belief'. Here 'they inriulge their rich imaginations 
\ 

w.i th poetry and gorgeous imagery. 'l'be God of the Midra.sh is hwnwa 

and real. He is spoken of with an intimacy that can coma only with 

an unshatterable faith, a faith that doesn't need to be propped or 

bo:J,.:.~:t~,red. He ta not the unlimited, all powerful God of the 

pb;Llosophe:vs here. As we ~ha.ll see, He is :finite, subject to the 

laws He has created, suffering for the fate of His people, learning 

from man. He is the Master of the world, but He is the Holy One, 

blessed be He; and being holy, l!le is moral, just and subject to the 

laws of truth. He is :t'ine.lly the pattern for mmkind. His holiness 

is n:ian'a. example for life. 

- 0 -
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We mu~t not look 1'o the Mictrash tor a legal picture of the 
-~-···-··· 

~orah. Here we find an inti:nnte, rich. portrayal rather of the 

influence o:f' the Torah upon men's 11 ves. We gain some of the 

warmth ·that the ~orah radiated to those who i~reed ~themselves 

in its life-giving waters. It is not the TOl'a.h, per se 1 that 

is the coneern of the Pea1kta1 but occupying oneself with tb.a Wo;ra.h. 

We read that the scribes end teachers 01' the ~orah will sit at 

God's right hand. 1 

This is poetry and it is not well to press ea.eh homily to 

find im.ner eonsisteney or to match one pass.age with another. The 

huge canvas is consistent. ' l'he picture that emrges is au 

integral whole; but it isn't a. static picture. The Habbis were 

not dealing with dry formulations but with the living ~od • 

... ('-
We nn.u;it nd.,approach the Peeikta with scientific and academic 

seri.())usness. On the otber hand, we mu.st not treat it lightly 

because i te homiliea, its parables, its far-fetched exegeses, i te 

quaint tales and faneitul aomparisona give us a truer picture ot 

love and understanding of God, His world, J:liJii revelation and His 

relationship with man than all the profound studies ot philosophers 

and all the scientitic works of aoademioians. 

i. PK ieoa. 
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GOD and MAN --- ----- ----

Like the other Midraahim, the Pesikta does not contain a 

systematic :formulation ot the oharacter and nature of God. Thilil is 

not the method of Hab'binic theology. On the other band, aach 

reference to the Holy One, blessed be He, is revealing. ':Che Master 

of' the World en:erges as the ere a tor, the ruler, the judge, tbe 

eompassione.te Fatbar and as bound 'up with the t'a.te o1' man. God and 

man cannot be separated tram each other. God exi ats :for man and man 

:t'or God. 

Through.out the Pesikta, Uod is called ei tmr the 1-loly One, 

blessed be lie, o:r., but not so i'requently$ the l\/Ia.stero:t' the World. 

We read that His N~ may not be pronouneed bacause,l 

hn ' a .i ' , /'I 

nWi;J.osoever expounds the Qnalll!l of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, merits death. 11 

- 7 ... 
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- -------- --~· --~---- - ·----.--

He is God t~eugh revelation. It He were not revealed to man 

and man did not testify to His existenoe, it would be as if he did 

not exist. The text tells us:l 

'O.l\), 'n : .. n< "I~ a..n.n b1' 
r !" t J' :i..::> ,_T ~ b ..ri J\ I K 

II/) I .J )\ 

"If ye are my wit~ess, I lilll1 the Lo:rd; 
. and if ye are not my wi tne.ss • it would 
be as if I were not the Lord." 

God is not remote from man. He tills the uni'verse. He was 

onae remote from man; but since the revelation, He is pres~nt 

2 among men.. 

J)IJ-:i..1-j' 7J.)'Q il"lj"I' l:l..~VJf 

,'i)~r./7 f~-:in xr11 l'\JJ'.)~1 ... 11~~r4Tr.l 
I 

11In the past, the Holy Ona• blessed be He , 
received eacritiees on high; but now He 
receives (saerit'ices) bolo• (on ear·th) ... 

Thie does net mean tha. t God is no longer on high. He j,s both 
()i..t 

. transeenden·~ and imm/nent. The Pesikta compares Him in this 

corurteotion with thl9 sea. 

l. PK. 102b. 
2. PK la. 
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:K'll\J.i IY")~~/7 ,i)llll T~lY:l 7-1\1~ i"ll l\l.\I 

11\~\ll lJ'il i11~1, D\li J'ID\JJ 4:\.1 i)J\J)J 

;i o n ?\ 7 n · ~' I 
1 

D • fl ) 14 J1 Lr n !\J ;Y1 ~ n i"'I 

11.J ':)V) () ) \\I:) J:t r:l j T~ \Y~ ~"I\\/'~ I ·1;) 
,ttl?:> TO n' n L(\~I\ 1·0 I) 

"~ ta.bernaole was like a cave that Was next 
to the sea. The sea :rushad ~n and tloodad the 
cave. ~:he cave was tilled, but the sea wa.13 
not diminished. So the tabernacle was tilled 
with radiance ot the divine preaenee, (but the 
univeri.:ie losit nothixig ot that presenoe) •" 

No place was too ~11 to contain the divine presence and 

no spot was too lowly to be devoid of that presence.~ 

(.l'..'J 11 -;l") J)l-r.i~) l')).) '.KJ\\:> 'i hf\() 'l'/'1 

ii~ I ~~~XU> '(1Q 77 U VJ f T 'Jil,-S\J) 

i\J '~-:> \lJ"i) ] 'JJ "I J'b IJ' 'r\ ~J\ 'I~~ .x;1 ''llf'\ h \lJ 

"R. .Aha bar Kahana lilE1 id, it i a written, 'and I 
w:Ul meet with thee there', .to teach thee that 
evan tbe small space behind the ark-cover is 
not devoid o t the divine pre senee • " 

\ln 'J.bl'~ tr:.·7nA 1

'1 J)J\ 7°1'.Vl In'!\ )IA 

.::i. h n i ,-v i 7 -i\ 7 ti J . l ~ !<. . 0 ... ro ~ :··().. :)I µ 0 7 A J 
I ' 

I r.:i U\ >.'·II ..J\ l'i/\ l)J K~ ~~ I/\,'""' 
'lJ£> Jj\\'~ r'IX:l. (~VJ /lf:31'7 ir/\ 

I TLJ l :) \!) II ( 11 

------------------------
i. PK 2b· '!1ext in parenthesis from Buber's note. 
2. PK 2b 
3. l?K 2b 
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----~· =-=--··--- - ----- ----~------- ---

"A certain Gent:i.le asked Habban Gamliel, wwhy 
did the Holy One$ blessed be Jil(:), reveal hill1$elt 
in a bush (which is so lowly)? Why did He not 
reveal HiinS,elt in a Carob tree; or in a fig 
tree. H0 was answered, •In order to teaeh thee 
that no plaee exists in the world too lowly tor 
tho divine presence•.-

God• s residence in tho world of men is in:f.'luenced by :man 

·and his actions. Israel specifically as God's chosen people ean bring 

the divine presence to ear~h.l 

" ,Doi->~ IJU':::>\l) '),::S\~ "·~rt) j)l\l)T1Q 

"Wheneve:r the Ohild~en of Iara.el assemble in 
the Synagogues and aohoola, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, 'a$sembles' hi~ divine presence 
among them." 

' More specifically a.nd in more detail, it is explained that the presence 

of God alllong :man and liil:f departure trom the world of men is det'ini tely 

the results ot the aeti ons ot' men • a 

1 '~1X l\~n\J> )1''>1, oJ\'i)...)l'J\J\n.JY~ \li,.'i'IJ'\~ \\-J·~ll>1fY 
J:..'r ~'~ I\ f4>-tJ.J ,XID-l'J {)'J)lll 1tl~ ,"><.·~~)Ir llj''i J"10J 
) l\ \D n 1 1)...17 nl\ ""'\r , i7 .:l.'.'V'.) ·i'ir J\ b.J , x 'l>f\}' 7).:io11 "'H'T 

I\ ":'l'rJ\l)J, \i\ID'fll DiYY~X ·n 1i D.'l~tl 17- Jo 11~1J\'DJ 
lr'f (n1 IW)r.l 1n1.:i.... O')SQ 1'7 jl''(.) )~~nl n 11 f:UlOj\ 11''7 T''n 

D:iYY~.:~ TrJ~ ,y1f:.'7 IJ'llX rl-·-1101 ,9 1 "";)'1.J ., 11n~
1

crr~J ~' 
,11"7 (~ iYl'l\1\1 'j).:H vf'l.S' TD~ /7 r~ iYT'11-1ll ;1.J\ ,1J'1)\ 

i'\T 111)\ ;101\ ,·,~l'nj ;r"7 ,1"~ i'IT"llj)I iKH :\.:.jl-.)1 1 .:n:i~ 
D 1 fl~ ,.. f:) ..\! ~ 7 A"() iYT I )I°)\ ";::) ~ J ,,?q') ;\ -T Q ~ I A 1 1 /1 
111'111\I 11.:lTI j)\JJ r., 11:\j I (\'7 _:i:·~ I ;11····11·111 IJ.J.\I 

I r1 )(f" 

l. J?lf l,;~,3 a and b 
2. PK lb - 10 ... 
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- -------------~---. --~ 

"In the beginning, (when the worl\i was created), 
tfile divine presence was here below; but when 
Adam sinned, it removed itself to the first 
heaven. The generation ot (Cain) arese and it 
removed itself trom th.a second to the third. 
~ generation of the Flood ea.used its removal 
from the second to the third. '.l'he generation o:f' 
the eon1\lsion (the i:l1011er ot Babel) sinned and 
eauaed the removal to the fourth. The sin of 
Egnrt at the time o:t Abraham caused the removal 
to the fifth., 'llle sin of the Sodomites removed 
the divine presenoe to the sixth heaven, and the 
sin ot Egypt in the days of Moses caused the 
divine to rem.Gve itself to the seventh heaven. 
But to counteract them seven righteous men arose 
and brought the divine presence back to the earth; 
Abraham, rur father, arose; be had me:ri t and the 
divine presence caroo down to the sixth heaven. 
I sue arose, was wortey, and brousht the presence 
to the fifth; the fili)rit ot Jacob brought it to 
tho fourth. In turn the worth ot Lavi, Keho'fih 
and .A.llu'am. brought the divine presence to the 
third, second and first heavens. Then Mo~es arose, 
was worthy and brought the divine presence back to 
the world." 

'lfue mast dQillinant eharaoteristio ot the Rabbinic idea of God 

is the uniqueness and oneness o:t God. Nothing is permitted to stand 

which in any measure might bring doubt~ this tact. God may be 

referred to as the tirst,l 

l. PK l86b 

"I am revealed to you as tirst, this is the 
Holy One• blessed be He, as it is said, 'I, 
the Lord. who am tl1e .first' Isti\iah 41, 4" 

- 11 ... 



bu't this can :never lDllliln that any other does or· can e~ist. Even when 

the world was ereated; two lights were made rather than one in order 

to preve~t the worship ot anyone but God.1 

'j).
1

) K Ill ~1. i'" ,,, !) .'J \/J I .9 7 I j\.J::i. 7 j'I J) ]CU,J ;'I~ 'r 
)rJ/\)_ ,J'\17\1~ UJ'\IX J\lll.J.Jf\ l'lt:i~t,- u'l''J\..Y 

TH I' w•n .:H~ o 11 1 o. ~.nv D ·11 w 11 ~ v ~ D x 
7'·1! 1L,r.; ..n1ll?X )1,10 J'IJJ.'~, cir j\'f. 
' 

1 ·< ",::, ~): 1 n " 
p . 

~hy wa$ the moon created? Because the Holy 
One, blessed be He, aaw that the peoples of 
the world who would arise in the future 
would make the sun and the moon deities; and 
he Gaid • ii' two lights exist and weaken ea.ch 
o~her (showing their laek of selt~a.utficieney) 
and still they :maklal them into Goie, it there 
were but one light, it certainly would ne• 
made in:to a. God • 

A more important ste:teioon t of the oneness o:t' God is to be 

found in the discussion of the opening words of the ~~alogue. 2 
\ 
\ 

1. PK 
2 .. FK l09b 
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•(God said) I am the Lord, they God, beeause the 
Holy One • ble seed oo He , appeared to them· at the 
Red Sea like a Mighty one; waging war; and he 
appeared to them at Mount Sinai like a Scribe 
teaehing tbe ~orah; and He appeared to them in 
the days of llilniel like an Elder teaching the 
Torah; there:t'ore tbe Holy One, ble saed ba He, 
says, just because you' see zoo in many ;f'orms 
does i'b mean t~t tl:iere ~:ve ll18.?JIY Gods; but & 
ot' tlile Red. Sea. is I o:t' Sinai. I ain the Lord., 
thy God•" 

The Holy Oru.:i~ blessed be He, is the ruler- of the universe and 

power to do all things is in his hands. His rule is not from atar; 

he is de.scribed as traversing the whole domain of his universe in a 

passage that quotes from Proverbs; l 30, 4. 

~Who hath aseended up into the heavens 
and de soended? 
Who hath gathered the wind in his i'ists? 
Who hath bound the waters in his garroont? 
Who hath established the ends o:f' .the earth? 
What is his name ..... •" 

and the Midrash expounds: 
II L 

t1 r'r::i cd~.,.) \~ '\..' :Jl.:::>T I j) 111 i\ .,, ' ~'Th \I) II(~ I n 
Yi'J ~ ~ iYTI' I tn.» J111:> .P> ,,., • I , i'-ll 1'\J\ i. iJ' ii 7 l\ ilt ..Y 

•n t.J'JJ~J tT·i.·vJ:>Xt•~> :w~>nn l)l:>X ·~ ,•jb 
Cn1S+1'l\J,1 11~i Q't';> i1~ •¥:) ,1LJ 1 '-f;.,1\b~~v ;n11 

. -;'!' n~ l\lill!J ;J''.1.j)il \)') 'r\"l\ •\):!)(( ~~ il'l'" 'fl 

lid'•.).'.;, 1t•>11•) )'hi{ ·,.;)t.:w O.'J1"1'J 1·n· ll)r.i.:> o•J\n 
(e·n ;Li-r 11·~.Y ·~'ll ,\Ill ''i'l !J1- ,lr.>(..J\:i ''i'l l~IO ;-,~. 

1.. PK 5 a and b 
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,.,,1Wha hath a.soended into the Heavens?' Thia is 
, the Holy one, blessed be He, as it is written 
concerning I:Iim, 'God is gone up amidst sh~uting', 
Pa. 47,o •. •and deseendecil.'t', •and the Lord came down 
on Mount Sinai', Ex. 19, 20. 'Who hath gathered 
the wind eto?', 'in whose hand is tae soul of 
every living thing and the breath of all mankind~, 
Job 12, 10. 'Who hath bound the waters etc?' 
'He bindetl:l. up the waters in His thick clou.ds', 
Job 26, s. 'Who hath establismd all the ends of the 
earth?' (1lhis is the Holy One, blessed be He, who 
revives the dead, as it is written, 'Thy dead 
shall .live, my dead bodies shall rise~; Is. 26, 19. 
'What is His Name?', the Lord, as it is said, 'I 
am the Lord, that is My Name'• Ia. 42, a.)" 1 

.A:nd as if this were insufficient to establish the power of God to 

revive the dead, the Midrash through Rabbi Ju.dah gives evidence to re 

used to answer the skeptics who question the power ot God. 2 

)'\LJ'11f1f) oTl( "".~.Q f../..i 1?-11'.'i> cnx lt "'ll.'\f\ 1 Ll'F.. ''x n1i'' ·, 

,l\J1K 1? 1.lf.lX. ,o.'ll~7'·1:1·~1 ·n ll'il 'J.lli' 1-hlX~ 7.J>U 
u'r1~i Q';) I I" li,lll I /\IDn '(-.~ >!) Iii'~" "' il '1,'.l,.:J 

;")~j1i1"1 01'~ r· IUl\' ilK ,;"l1 il 1 !~ ;lJ\'i)i 11L>~l 
'i''I\ 1.:J.;) ,17 ""!IL);>\ 1 ~ 1 J)r.i !J,_r J\l 1 f\n1r T'J'\~ 

.,,t~:r tn· ,~, .:1v·r I\ P'.\J , 1j)·7" 1-r· 1~ 

" R, Judah eays. lf soIOOJon.e ~hould say to thee, 
had Adam not sinned 6\lld eaten from that tree, 
would he really have lived and existed forever? 
Say tl:lQu to him, there was Elijah. He lives and 
exists forever. And what will be in the time to 
coma has already been a.ceomplished in the past. 

\ 

1. The text here is quite eorrupt. 11he passage in parenthesis 
was taken from Buber's reconstruction in notes 90 and 91 
on page 5b. 

2. PK 768.. 
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It soneone should say to thee, will the Holy 
one, ble ased be He, really revive tor us tha 
dead? Say unto him, He has already a.ecomplisbed 
this through the hands of Elijah, Elisha and. 
Ezekiel." ' 

While the Holy One, blessed be He, rules the world and i@ the absolute 

master of all things, His ways are just •. He ia a God or righteousness 

and truth; Hie hand.a are clea.n.l 

•• j) ". ·1,,':s , :;) ,11· :i ':l.' J):::rT jl'.J:r,., ·0 ", -r· T'S 

I p. \..,.' Yi) \.OJ t."r 1"11> a·1'~,/\) :i. l'l.X.. ..nr1T~ 

Q 1.J I~ "')I iilO '\'I' '.l.. ~ J\.JT , i"'i. I' j'\ i'\ 
<.J'• ··I\. r'rin J ,~1 J• I l\ 1 ~ 

'"Righteous•, this is the Holy One, blessed be 
He, as it is writtan, 'll'or the Lord is· 
righteous and loves righteousness' Pa. 15,7. 
And 'pure of hands 1 , this is the Holy One, 
bleaaad be Re. as it is written concerning 
him, •Thou are of eyes too pure to behold 
evil•." :!! 

It is a eommon practice in the :Pesikta. to establish same a.ttrib1ite 

or charaeteristio of God by making a pointed oomparil!lon between Hia 

ways and man's waya. 'J.'.be tact. tMt God is truth is thus established 

when the King of' all the world is compared with kings of tlesh and 

blood. 3 

,.J\l"YnlX IJ'X r'b .. JlnDJl\ iU\ /V)\\19.\IX l(il ''i) ,J\11ill'I' wlt.J 
;l.J'TOll ·j4-\, ;\VTr'3'1 bJ.JJ 1"n .. ·7'rn . ti1 \~1.V ,l1>_1..J~ .,...7,.. 

,Jll'f\'bll.A'J.. u.)1 j)J\J... ~ .. n<. 11v:.i7 1"1,)1 -Qlf•j'll.lt 7:\.~l ,l.J\lX I''!;)~~~ 
. Tf4.\I "~1 Ir llD', D't'4i' J\1'.11\ ~:N i>' :>Q •..i7< "'nr.itr, .rb::s-n n 

1. 
2. 

3. 

' , i1 )CT" \..::> lJ," ;i':i.~11 iix ' I· .:n n A1' l,:), i'l Kii\ \.::>, i1 
1 9~ 1 

qJf-1''r.. J\~I\ /\Iii /\~ti l'.'1 '
1 1•J,-?\f.\1'l'l;trX 

PK l65a 
The verse 
with hrulds 
PK 30b 

' ',Qf1~7 l?v:\l ll'•l'I ~'1>'7'A Y\l!'W 

oited for ia.nd pure o:e handst has nothing to do 
and Buber in ·the note ean f'ind no other version. 

- le> ... 



"All the statements ot God are statemnts, but 
.the statements of those of tlesh and blood are 
not.. .An earthly king visits a province .and the 
people ot the provinee extol him and give him 
praises; so he·tells them that on the morrow I 
will build tor you statues and baths, on the 
morrow I will build covers tor your viaducts. 
He falls asleep and does not arise. Where is he? 
And where are his proinises? But the Holy one, 
blessed be He, is not 'so. 'But the Lord u-od is 
.the true G(l)d' Jer. lo. 10. .And wb,y is he IJ:.'rllth, 
because, •He . is tho living God and the everlast­
ing King.' ibid.tt 

.Again U-Od is compa1-ed with an earthly king to show that God is 

righteous.1 

l:'.1 ;{· ·'t~j,).) IJH;:,))4., IDO-J l"T.)' .~rr1 1 ;lQI\ 117 ') Q~:l.. l)'.::n..:i. 'l 

J)r.J) !.~\'.'I :i:~ o·~:i.'1') /..)\')l.j).:).. .:).IJ\.1\ll, fi'~j\I\ 11\', r'T~ .1111' 

,.::i..10.JQ i't (.:io ·~.;o;i'1i.:>X. O'~\bl •Qlnl, ~ 1.J.l.i"I b ClX.i"I 

lT: ".V411i,,) ',li/JlO .... Cl 'J.:~ (.'JI ll x, l1. .1.1.>..:::> Ill 

"B· Berahya said in the nmoo of R. Levi, 'A 
righteous man regardeth the lite ot his beast' 
Pr. 12, 10, this refers to the Holy one, 

"' blessed be He, a.s it is wri t·ten in His 'l'G:IQh, 
'thou shalt not take the dam with the young•, 
Deut. 22, ~. 'but the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruel' Prov. ibid., this refers to 
k>annaehe:ri'i b of whom it was written, •The mother 
was dashed in pieces with her children'. 
Hosea lO, 14." 

So pure is GC>lil., we read, that He even av@ids the use of the word, 

•unclean', whenever he ean. 

1. PK 78b 
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\l)\Jl::t. .Jl\.'.l..'J\ \Qt lbl O'J0 Tl:i_i'j"I Oi' ·~'1.) JJ•:fil 

r''n11
1 

ii.rJl4 ill<~ll.D -i~T ?<'.J'l'i''r 1-7\l) .,..,:, 

C'f\ "l' .. N \llX'U) j) ""\ l j) ~ i'l .J.J'~ ) \I) 1' \) V) " 1 i"\ ) _,. 

"We find that tb.e Holy One, blessed be He, ueea 
a circumlocution of two or three words in order 
to avoid saying an unclean word, as it is written, 
•and of beast$ that are not clerui• Gen. 7, 8." 

Ruler. Q.t$1ier o:C all, established as a righteous and a jtist. 

king, God is also the judge as be assures• Israe1 1 2 

r~""t ,, ,, ii ·j .1. , h. )II)·+ "'~~ j\·:i.. 1" -1~ 

ot1...\I 11 JIA rr UXll) 

"'So the Holy One, blessed be He$ l!!ays to Israel, 
1\1.fy_son, be assured. that I will judge the world •• " 

And his judgment is complete over all things great and small as befits 

the master ot a11, 3 

J\lS~.::t. ,'i'I\ 1'.:l.J\fl tv \)'l.J~i., lf?\7' 0·1'1!> i\~~1Xl.. .... 

1·'1.::l){: 1ln.Jtf ·~~ 7;:, i).J\l)j) ~)\"'l."l.. 1 \1-'r··(li) J\ll'-9 i..9 
1~lr11I, n·~11 7~ j'Jr-rU An~, 1nr4 '.J:t-} l·.J~t 

I~ '1 1 \1)~1'7 ,.J\lJ~~ ~·T \fTT '...If\ :i•Dl 1 ~·-v')~ \l'l(/r-0 

'.J 1 T in\ 'j)j\))(1 \!)''l;"L)_ t:wi- .~~r.it If. J\l:l..li1T .u~»t 
X..J\~'~_,\_1.. kJ''lf-lf.T.), D'(fli I~ J'ilr\t Al< '.(\Ji) j\l\VOJ 

(n1'1"~h 1 \'I\ ~11'1· . \\''K 1v.H~' \1 J\l.J'-Tf.) i' f .vi 1:T 
,..At~tl A"l\7 · ~··..:'.)\i"\1 r-r~·~' \1. ..l\\l\··"' 11 

l. PK 30b 
ia. PK l6$b 
~. PK l66b 
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"•••in. these four seasone: On Pesa.h, I pass judg­
ment om. produce; on A:bseret,. on the trui ts of 
the tree; on ~ah Hashanah, all Wh<l> enter the 
world come bei'em him like rebi;lls; on E,'uoooth, 
water is judged; and in these three seasons, I 
sit in judg~nt in oivil oases: to make rich 
or tG impoverish, to increase ox• t0 d:l.minish, 
but en Hosh Bashanah is the time of oapi¢a.1 
cases, tor lite .or death, as it states in the 
Tekia.tah .d'Ra.v J and oonoer.ni:ng kingdoms it is 
designated whieh are destined. tor the sword and 
which for peace; fer living creatures it is 
determined which shall be designated for life 
and which for de.a.th ••• ~ 

But the righteous judge is not without maroy and His ears a.re not 

closed to prayer .. 2 The way of repen:tance is Qpen.3 

()..:> J' " ~ .'.l;."I' 1' u}.. I ,J.D t "::i,. I \l)J\ [l.J\' I/)~ ~ .KI 
'J)(..l,~·ntJ\~ n·~lb ··1~\J)'ll ·~r,J\1Jr i~+ 

P 1 ~)~i1 jr'.:i f)'JO~ 'JX.'P,0.;)J\tf:!JJ) ~r:\IY>. 
,Q'll.!l:lll 0.1'1 r--r l"itl QlJ)fli\ rd·\}) ·~ 

" ••• but it' you do re pen ta.nee oo fore ne I will 
accept you and I will judge you for merit, 
because the ga to a of heaven are open, and I 
hear your prayers. .ii·o:r I look so long out of 
the windows sparkling thl,>ough the clefts (of 
heaven) until I fail to seal the decree of 
judgtn;)nt on Yom Kippur." 

Not only is God mereU'uJ. in judgioon.t but ha realizes that absolute 

justice is not possible in the world of reality. Many tines it is 

stated in the Pesikta, 

l. This is the prayer 
2. vid. p.S'G. 

3. PK li6b • 
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ot<.1 , Af\.,y j">\ '1)1' ::t. ~ J\ r; ~II>~ U1' 

, LO .£> \J) IC\ J • x \I) I"' .. :u~ .n I\ o 'r 1~ 

"It it is justice that you seek there can be 
no world, and if a world there can be no 
justice. 11 

Even more startling is the interesting sta.teroont tbat God himself 

appears to viele.te his own laws ot justice in hl.s desire to cbampiG11 

the oppressed. Even it the righteous oppress the wieked• he doe~ not 

like it. ·He becomes the protector of the wicked because the latter is 

oppressed.2 

''}V?JI' '.., cv.i. (\)Ii\) (L'l!i'A.>.'til\\),~l").j J\1' '°}l.14 !l
1 i).l-c'J,,'i\I 

, Q", ~ 1 n " ~ n' ~ 11J 4 \I> I· 1 ~ 1.:l,J\ f 7''~.:\' i'l 1· S\ ~ 
i.r111 ~ -'n , ~11J J-.1' ..eri,~~ t\'-;'\~ '/.,i) l, -rT~ 't)lT~ l"'.:r 
1 ~( \')'{1-11 l ~ • • .)' 1, h .)) \l)I ·\''.J ..vx .. ·~ C\! j)t f- ii \, ~ '°" 

\J'iJ/'t ')~1 y'T-0 "'l~IX! 1\ln :nl\ \1'~l.il .~l'IJ '>l>s:ll 
·~ -n .J \l/~:.t! O \ i't 

1rki\ ! D ~ 

"'And God seeketh that which is pursued' Eco. 3, 15. 
:a. Huna said in the ~ of R. Yosi, in the til!El 
to come, God will seek justice tor all those who 
bavGi been pui·sued from tbe hands o:t' their 
peraeeutora; the righteous pursuing the righteous, 
the wicked pursuing the wieked, the wicked pursuing 
the righteous, God will seek out the pursued omes. 
Even where the righteous pursues tb.e wicked, God 
will seek out (tor his favor) the one who is 
pura~ed." 

i. PK 1~~a also all 12~a and b. 
2. FK 76a. 
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The Holy one, blessed be He, especially' singles out those animals 

that are persecuted by otbera as the onea to be honored as saeritiees.1 

,.1)\l" I> 'J$tfl IV.1.J J 

It:\ \4-..., i'' ~ .::>1 

'')/\ 'J.9~ jT1J "'\t-0 j')'1j>11X. 

x.'4..)\ l\-'l' ;"ln..Ji'l :.J0~ Hll 

Q 1Bi1Ji) \~ 1''-ff.. O.'DT\ltl 

... Holy one, blessed be He, ss.ys, the ox: :flees 
. before tbe lion, the lamb before the wolf and 
the goat betore the panther. Do not bring betore 
Me otteringa of tb.e pursuers, only from those 
pursued.'' 

~od created the world, but that t~sk is tar from complete. 

His constant vigilance is necessary te maintain the world so that the 

tremendous parts do not conflict. His task is to make the world whole, 

to bring about unity. Tlil.e M:idra$h in discussing a verse from the 

Song o:t Songs (3, 11. Go t'orth, ye daughters ot Zion and gaze upon 

:King Solomon) sees not the g:rea t king as underatooo but ra tber the 

Holy One , blessed be He .. 2 

£:\ h 1p ci1\l> 7iTf.\ :\.. f'i\~ 7w 11,: i 
' . ( \() 

11on King Solomon •• Qn the King to whom 
is Peaoe. 0 

®is idea. is elaborated and the word l:ll~'° is in:terpreted not 

as pea.ee but as "wholeness~, or ttoompleteness 0
• 

1. PK 76b 
2. PK 3a. Text in parenthesis from note (Ba.bar). 
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,\Jfll' l"X) \'J'\1'1.i )'\JJ~Y.:\ 'O'tlJ)11011n" 
'iv ~'1'"111 1·~nn..:i.. u1lr\}) i)\lJl..)) · '..!\~ r { ~ 0 IJ_J·~ l VJ'f. 'r VJ b' :l. "J.J '\\I O '~ 

. il\lr ii r 

"The King who ~kes on<iil His deeds with His 
ereatureEh (Ii. Jochanan said, it is written, 
•He maketh peace in the heights•, the firma­
ment of water and the stars of fire exist 
side by side and while intermingling do not 
menace eaoh other.) 

But the Master of the World not only rules the stars in their 

courses and governs n:en; he also, if we al'tl to take a delightful 

picture serlously, concerns himself with the intimate doings of the 

life of men. Tho famous tale of the Matrona who scoi'tingly s1:i.ggests 

that God has nothing to do since the creation ot the universe is here 

told. She is answered by R· Yo~i B• Halaftah: 2 

.../\IVl~f 11?1.)• J\.JK 'r)l\ ~·n .ir10 7·?l .... o'~llt .rnH~ 
~\ll :t ) · Lr vJ ' .n 1 'h ~ \lJ 1w~ '.) 1 a 1 ..,. ,J. ~ ll n .:> ,I .:> 

;~f''...J'j..l. (\ 1 11 i"i-rj' UX. f'K 1UAll\~1 '.\\:\.;:)' '.J~ i'if ~ 
,f\J\\JJ.:Y 11n. 1 .. ,t))b b' J1~·~·j':> i'1:)'"i)~,_,,r.. 1 1'1 /'Iii.I~ 

'iYl' ( ~ ~ T'I \ .)) I ~ .£) \j) ~ 7' "'I 0 I T .l..~ ~ ( K l''T \.Q~ 
.J\ ~\ 7 ~ f.. VJ• ~1 'r :9 Ill r) X l ..An I \lJ ->- [1%\LJ .\ .h I ?\I 

I' I j ll''J.t\Y )'J\K 7119.J~ I J\ f\ K llt ',' l ~Al\~ 
11'.~tll \'1,(\~'AW /l~,\J \'T,~J':.'f~ I' IJ/1 

I• u \ iY1' ")...._/\ 

l. Ibid .. 

n ••• He makes :matohes •••• sb.e said to him, Tb.at 
is it? Even I run able to do this. So many ma.le 
and female slaves have I and in a short time, I 
will match them. H. Yosi b. Hala:ttah 8.l!l.swered 
her, It may seem easy to thee, bu.t t.o.-:tb.e·1.l,loly 
One, blessed be He, 1 t is as diffie1ll ~ as it was 

2. PK llb and iaa. 
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to apli t the Red sea •• .,..What did she do? She 
took a thousand ma.le slaves and a thousand 
female a1aves and ar;ranged them in two facing 
rows and said, this one shall marry this one, 
and <me.tad them all in. one night. 1lhe next 
morning,some returned with broken heads, in­
jured eyes, shattered lega •••• etc." 

and then the Matrona realized the tremendous task the Holy Onat 

blessed be Het was occupied with. Not only creation i$ His concern, 

but everything that happens is by His Ioaowledge and is His coneern. 

Marriage, and the of.f'spring thereof, is important. God'a first com-

mand dealt with it. It is tberefore His providence tb.a.t governs ma.n's 

mating whi~h populates Hie world. 

Man is not only watched over and held to account but is also 

the recipient of God'a blessings. When God created the first :man H6 

endowed him with wisdom greater than that of the ministering angela.1 

1 ~11~:i. J\l.){;u .. f ·i\~ \I 

. , ., ,ll .Jly-~ i':l.. I"\ ~ 
~J( IJJ f\r p. -r x 

l .J.. Yl .:) I) ' ll "" 

"'l.1b.is man that I wish to oreate in My' world, 
may h:l.s wisdom be greater than yours ••• 11 

And Adam proceeded to show his superiority in being able to give :names 

to ·the various a.aimals.. This, the ministering angels were unable to do. 

And all the blessings that a.re showered upon man are ack:nowlegged 

with so little. In tact, God does not ask for great returns for all 

that he gives 100n. 

... 22 ... 
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.J\ I'\ b1.J~ p-rJ(..W Ah~-4.\I> All 1.J'.::l.. ,l:>n.J~ ·1'}(. 

.jA 1 )\\ 'il .l'll ~ ',.\' "~o' ·o· ~ ILl,.\ ll J\ I 'f::i' .:i. I.JI. \'O '.) 
J\?IJJ ,..~ ,"'\....\11.9~Q )(.\j) "'\~~ llP....J 

ro 1Jd ~ ~ t ~ Zl '..J IO I ~ \•"'\ 111 l I i\J .. lJ JI 

J\ 1\.~,.i J r.d f\ \1 lj~ ~ )(·~In >i':::i:i' II I 
1'1¥. 11 J\J.AIJ kif\ \'"I, f"'"" 

:T1 tt .:I- ')b I~ n 

"~· Pinhas said, Nien are aooustomed to wash 
their eJ.othing in the rainy sea.son, an.d hGW 
mu.oh- diffieul ty a.nd trouble they have lllUking 
it dry. Yet, while :men sleep in their beds, 
the Holy one, blessed be He, causes a little 
wind to blow and dries up the whole world, 
and we gi've him nothing but an Omer as an 
offering." 

~is is a1+ hod demands in offerings, but he delights in righteous-

ness. AQts of righteousness cause Him to increase his blessings. 

The very shining of the SWl ia a result of acts of righteousness and 

good deeds.a 

.. 

J'l I~~ j •i.r 7 t\ J\ ~ J\ 1•'"'I~11 \JJ I\ n ,, ;., .J 

l'l'l\n i\.:l.:~il /"' t111~.4-._ 1.9~n1 
" L 

n.:i.~ n /''l ..... w14\J.>·\\ ..i'~ u'i'lr 
, i1 r..\ n 1 A t ti.) o -i'l •J.!> VJ ..,. n o 

"Ae muoh as 1D3n inereaae Mi tzvot and good 
deeds in this world, God decrees tor them 
that the sun shall shine •••••• God decrees 
for them the renewal daily ot their 
presence like the return daily ot the sun." 

These deeds make God rejoiee and we are told that in the time to 

l. PK &9a 
2. PK 69a 
3, PK l?la 
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~ •••• the Holy One, bles~ed be He, will rejoice 
in the deeds of the righteous ones. 11 

When Israel obeys the will of God, power ia added to Him. 

God Himself derives benefit theretrom.l 

t'1J lJl~I A'Vll~ T/\11/)'\J) jf:l\ t~ 
~"'11.J.rl =l.. f)J D·' .ti' 0 I~ I nrj' a 

"When Israel does the will of God• power 
ia added to Strength." 

The righteous too add strength to God by their deeds$ 2 

\ I \J)~ b' I' I -1 ..)" ·;1 I/) l t:l r- f-:::> 

r~ 1 0111 o'", air~ ~\LJ \.J'~' 
,·!'·"'I I =t 1Ll. 11 ~ 

1'All the t:lioo, the righteous do the will 
of God, they add.power to Strength." 

~;is relationship with man that make a God need man for His OWll. 

development is not limited t@ the above expressions. 'l1he Pesikta 

presents many examples of God actually learning from man. lV.!en 

actually inatruet God and remind Him of promises and prevent Him from 

violating His word. 

Abraham is a favorite character in these tales. 

l. ~K l66b vid. P• 
2. PK l6~a and b. 
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~~ 11.~'Q 11'':i..1Yi\ "':Lil f\11\V \~ )\'~ID. .1\ )\ I 
11 I l.. 

)' 4. ") ( Ii .:l._ I' i1 ~~ ( 1.l'ir'l4. '(\ l f-1 (\ I b \ !') 1-"lt) j\ 

a.~1~'r ti:t~ 1\'~~ }'X\V ])-.\1.:tvu ,D.'r4
1
T\-.)i' 

'.J).~r~_\hJ l\l))\. ·t ..nl\t n..J 't'.I 1..J ,nJil9 0b\ 
''f..,/J.'r.'.l 1iJJ f1.1.Y':\ ,01!Jl~J ,1•-D•)l\.j •Q 111..01'4 

il .n 1\ YJ 'f,. 7 \j) t I ::t.¥4 7' ~ I.}) I K' .lfl j'\ 1' .,... 
,n~J1.1.JJi1 t01 ~''~A 11J1X ·;1i:\ , x. 1 ·1~ 

,IH 0 1 J. I .J J\I \.V ,';)I(;) ft il~ ''°1 l"'I 

"You will find while yet the Holy One, blessed 
be He, had not brought a flood upon the ~odomi tes. 
Abraham said to Him,· l:Ylaster of the wo:rld, 'J.'hou 
hast sworn that 'J.'hou wilt :aever again bring a 
flood in the world, • •• to~ ~s 1 have sworn that 
tbe waters ot' Noah should no more go over the 
earth' • Isaiah 54, 9. A flood ot water you 
cannot bring. Perhaps then you will ma.ke a flood 
of tire. Do not be sly over an oath. God forbid 
that ye>u should do this thing." 

The Midrash presents us with a picture of God qesiring to mourn 9ver 

the fate of Israel; He has to ask His ministering angels what to do:2 

1 '7 ~ .J\ 1 ~ 0 '::J /r n f 11'.1-~ 11 ') l'l 7\ 
-,11 I ,J\ 'r " I (l l.V l.ll A• II /) ~ 7' :iJ\ 
.... )J , 11 l/JJ~ tH ')l\ t'X I I J)Jl :;J 

11 b Holy One, blea~ed be He, asked the mini ateri:ng 
angels, ¥~hen an earthly king mourns, what does -~ 
do? 'l'hey answered Him, He hangs sackcloth upon 
hia gate. God said to them, I will do likewise ••• •'" 

And He :f'iblJ.owa the customs ot men completely in His own mourning. .And 

:tinally,a 

.. 

1. PK l25a 
2. PK ll9b 
IS\• PK ll9b 
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"•••and again He asked them, But what does ba 
(the earthly ki:ng)do? They anawered, Ile mourn.a and 
he wails. And God aa.id to them, Even I will do 
this, 'How doth the city sit solitary'•" 

'l'he .Pes1kta in another instance p0ints out that God leal"ns to 

com.fort Israel and the Destruction of the Temple an4 Jevusalem by 

obae:rving the treatroon'ff Boaz e:x:tEmda to Ru'j;h.l 

oxl fT~' i)ltX~ l/Jl~1'i) /DJI l~l)J \~T).J 
0 T}\ VJ I 1

.) I 0' ''T ::\.l 1V-Jl'.l.A .. Tit\/) I I' IJ) ~ ~ 

Al .lJ lll.9 I I f)\lJ~t::i 0 J\ 1 1/\11 :\_(":\ l''l ~ 
'J'A. ,Qfl.JD ~j/\_)... l)·i~ilX 'A~Y... 

,n.ru D '.Yi\ 

n•comtort ye, comfort ye, my :people •• ' Is.40, 1: 
'Shall mortal man be just before God? 
Shall a man be pure oot'ore his maker?' Job 4,l 7: 
Ia it tban :possible for man to be more just 
than hi l'.:J erea tor ? Oe.n the deeds of ma.n. be 
more pu,re than .His? No, ea.ye 'bhe Holy On$, 
blessed be He, Boaz oom:t'orted and I sh.all not 
give comfort?~ 

And the text explJ'l ins in detail the comfort Boaz gave to :Ruth and con­

cludes: 2 

l ::l. I V) ., j I )_ ll )( "p I I I"~ il .-y:Li I "'I'll I.. . 

o ' Y.) 1 n ~ ' o 1 
.. ::u l.D P.' 1.i 1 J\ \ 1 7 \lJ ID-t i ::Y 

f-~ 1 w' J\~ n n J 7 0'~4-)' ·i1 7\:t • w .:> , I\ f.\ n.J 
,\)~.)\ !)Pi~ J'\flf.. 1,;y 

l. PK l23b 
2. PK l24a 

", •• and a:re net these thing a. an a.rgune nt a 
fortiori? It Boaz (whm bore no special re­
lationship to Ru.th) ~pqka kindly to Ru.th and 
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uttered good and comt'orting words, all the more 
shQuld the Holy On.e , ble ased be He ( becau ~ of 
His relationship with Israel) come to comto~t 
Jerusalem." 

This is not a picture of an infinite deity but of the finite God that 

1

, 
our Rabbis u.nderstood. He loves His people; they sin; retribution 

overtakes them; He must comfort them.1 

tt'J:1]:,l.e Roly One, blessed.be&, ea.ya, I even I 
am you~ comforter." 

God Comt'orts Is:rael; says a. Samuel B. Nachmeni because He ia a Fe.th.er 

and a Mother to her. 2 

(l' ..t·~~ij\A), u'...):t. tJJ :\.X tirn..J l:lf1""'\'( ..1.X tV) l01T 

Ll' !'~ j)'l/J';) un nJ.J\ IPX lll)X l.J)·"'f...::>, il.f'J4' o)\ Lr\[) ;t:JYTI 

t ~ .::i...x. n f1'1..J ) ::U\T 1 1 ::t.~ X.J 'A , ii :.i:~ ,1 , ~ x. 
,i,1J~ PiJ.J\ l Kl 7, 11;) /, IJJ''I-.) ,DX.Tl {Cl 1J =l-

10 :J~!)J~ Ali) 1.J..JX.'J.J/\ 1 11
1

~.~11 ')~l'\ 

~ •••• it is the way ot a father to otter com:f.'ort, 
' 1L1Jse as a father bas <.Hmipassion upon hi$ children' 
P~. l.0$, 13. and it is the way ot a mother to 
.oomtort, 'Aa one wh11>m his mother e.omtorteth' Ia. G6, 
13. The Holy One • ble aaed be He $ says, I act at:J 
a father, (like a tather taving compassion u~on his 
children) and like a motmr, aa one whom hia mother 
eom:.t'orteth. The Holy one, blessed be He- says, I, even 
I$ will be yGur eom:torter."3 

1.. PK 1~9a 
2. PK 169a. 1~xt in parenthesis tran. nete (Bubar}. 
5. T.b.e dar~han explains the use oi' 1 .J_)11 twice in this fashion .. 
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Thi$t then, is the piotu:i-e ot ~od that the Pesikta creates. 

He is the creator ot all things and tlla Master of the Universe. He is 

the father of manki:n.(]., the redee:ioor and protector. _A. finite God, 

He suffers fr001 Hia people, shares their sorrows and their joys. He 

seems to be at times without power, a spectator in the world He has 

created. He even learns fl"om them not only how to moun but how. to be 

really just. 

'?he great love that is borne toward hj.m is beauti:.f.'ul.LY expre.saed 

in these designations that R. Akiba usea -'speaking et God, in te;rms of 

tlile Lula b •1 

l. PK l64ta. 

"R· J.kiba ea.id, 'The tru.i t et goodly t:rees•, 
thi-s is the Holy one, blessed be He, of whom 
it i Iii written, "l'hQu a.rt clothe~ with glory 
and majesty' Fa. 104, l 'branebas of palm trees', 
This is the Holy One, ble ased be He, of whom it 
is written, ''.Che righteous shall t'lourish like 
a palm tree' Ps. 92, 13 'and boughs of thick 
trees', this is the Holy one, blessed be He, Of 
Whom it is writteni and be stood among the myrt~e 
trees that were in tho bottom' Zechariah l, a 

- 26 -
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'and wUlous ot ·the brook', this is the Holy 
One, blesaed be He, of wbom 1 t is written. 
·~~~01 Him that rideth upon tho akies'.n 
Ps ae,5. 

Above all, He,· the Holy One, blessed be He, as he is so often 

oalled, is the great pattern tor nwn. He is just, merciful, patient, 

full of loving kindness. Be e~rges a justitieation of the demand 

ma.Q.e in Leviticus 20, ~6: 

tt And ye shall be holy unto Jll/e ; f Oli' I , 
the Lord, am holY•" 

P}t,,{ 
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God revealed Fiimself to man by means of the 'l'orah. In the 

Torah, God makes known His wishes and gives man the path to follow 

to righteousness.1 

'i\'l~r.) u I\ t·4,.Jl tlt'l<.'.l, Jl"I~ tl( 111 JJlil 

,.11\\ll~ 1 \lJl.V iV \::i1r.1. 

"Torah says, in what pa.th am I to be found'? 
In. the path of those who do righteousnesa.n 

'l1he Pesikta tells us that we must not treat the 'lb:r;>ah lightly be­

cause God, Himself, is the author. 2 

1. PK. l03a 
2. PK. l09a. 

l'llJ\ "(..Ir 'T'i1/r'I.. ''·/I •.)J1' 

, n .J 1r 'J1 .n J ~ i'"' IJ' i. 
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••I am the Lord, thy God', do not treat the 
Torah sneeringly or hesitatingly becauee I 
have given it to you." -

And the paasage goes on to point out the signi:t.'ioance ot the v1•.l 

'IJ)clj XJ1\ ,l\171 l'f'""\91-J /1\l)t1- 1 .J._Jf.. 

j"\l.' .l' :J ~ -1 I j) • "x. .:l. ") I J'\ I :::i.11 I .J1' l.J\ .::> 

r')\l\) '1'.J~, ll'.:)"'11. 1'''f., I j1''1PI\ a.•n•..)l.J 

j\'1 \J)~ , +.:trJ\V.J , l/\~·K, rj\1 ~· 1-t•1;:) 
,Sl\-/J..li"l 

" • .:)...J K. is to understand in the language o:r 
abbreviation: J\..I, .J myaelt, .) wrote it, ' 
gave it. Rav aaid, 1 I gave it, J I wrcte 
it, ~J beautiful. are ti tw words. l:t. Bera.chrya. 
saidt(I am thy light,Jthy crown,";)and thy grace. 
When? When you ac:rn~pted the Ten oonnna.ndments." 

For the Torah was given particularly to Israel• The other nations 

we are inf'orrMd were given the opportunity ot a.e~epting the revelation (I 

but tailed to do so. This legend is told in many places im Midrashic 

literature. The Pesikta version is as followa:2 

·"' ·~ 1 1 ,) , • (' n ;i 0 -n.~ 7 l'"l l'';t'J'I '1'1~T) "1.A 1 1'l.. u·o r::i • , ;1 ') n "• 1 
(\r.;1V,, 1 i'lt-l.j' )I.fl, ;Y11J\i' J'I)( 'c:i...)'i .J\l~l~i1 l.J f(~J 

'.J\U})1 ~ i1 i).J'r.:i µ!J) T...Y, i\1 l.J\'j) ]I/\ Jr J..r"r 1~1 '~~v 
l'ilf• ~·I.Ail .J\l' ]:)jl.J IH~'TY.·~..1 ..,!\.~l 1Jl' V~ I ,t1\ll1'.!>I 

1ln .. ;-i i',1n 1~~w-P . .nrr:..ir ""' (r"'"";)'b:>VJ~\IJ /\i 
1
0 'i'~( .. 'il 1\.11> f\.1'1/\, 1'11\l'lil 1·~~ l.JIJ\ 11-r I'\.+ 

l•'ic (J.j il' tM) ~1\ I-\> A'~~:\.. ,J).,~ ·nil . Kf ~ ';)I/)~ 
1 ~ i \ ~ ;l, J\I w~ "' ol 1 i\'r ..E'J i'l"~·i' ,... :J.~"r 11 r "'~IC 

}'""-'· nt1..y,1 .Jllt.lli' t.Jt l-J,)IJ'l ..M J\~T1nl!.> 
. \ l..Y II ,, JW lb • I )JI .J) }.. 7: if... I l(..:J I I j:) x II '1~111 

I ' 
{j.• ()";) >11!>) lj) I lt';'.)~7 

l. ibid. 
2. PK. 200a - 31 -
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11 'And be said, 'l'be Lord eame from Sinai' 
Deut. 33• 2. This is to teach us that the 
Holy One , ble seed bo lie, went to a.ll the 
peoples of the world asking them to aoeept 
the· Torah but they would not. Perhaps they 
did bear and did want to aecept the Torah? 
But Micblah the Morashtite came and explained 
to us, tAp.d I wil.l execute ;rengeianee in anger 
and fury upon t~e nations because they 
hearkened not•. Micah. o, 14. Here you 
learn that they did listen and did not accept 
it. David came and gave a:videnoe also, Psalms 
77, 15. 1 Thou ar·t tl1le God that doeth wonders. 
'J:'hou ha.st made known •rby strength among the 
peoples.' .And 'i1hy strength' is not said here 
except to mean 'Torah', aa it is said, 'Tbe 
Lord will give strength unto His people!, 
Ps .. 29, 11." 

In :fact, as we read in another passage, God pi eked out a s:peeial 

time in which to give the rrorah in order that the other peoples 

might ~hange their minds and accept the revelation.1 

i)JJ pT'IJ)~ }.J\' ~ xflf> , ~0 1 -h>·ll 1D-rn:i. ~rl-1 
iY'\)J)j') _h~ iJ-'r )J) . .J l~l( /'IQj;T .D.ir\~j) .1'10l~f 

Win /Ir 11\l. I )\l 'f'\.::l. jYi\ ')Ai\ ( l'.J'\11' j' \l)~,)/ IJ•'i'I 
']l l n IK.h f "o::).. 1v>-'r \)Ji) IVT[l.1 j\'t IJ11l .JI I\ 'Jl J) j 

I I 

1 
'j\~ I U>J\ J'I I VJ .\l "r I "1" 11.J\ II T .) 01 i1 l\l/~ \l.lfl. U/<. \[) 

1 
lj~ r'r),_ )'~I II I'.\ J.[ 11 )\.).I 1\-1 l J'I ll ~~r f...'1. 'r I 

I "P1 "t\IJ1, \J)Tfl.:l. l)J,J\.J l.::>'-.9'r 

1. PK. l07a 
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WWhy {was the ~orah given) in the third month? 
In order not to give the nations ot the world 
an opportunity to say. It He had given U$ the 
lJ'.'ox-ah, we would have kept i·t. Look, in what 
manth I gave the Torah. In the third, the 
month with the atrologicals sign of The 'lWins, 
so that it ~sau (the twin ot Israel) desired 
to beco:im converted and do repentance and to 
come,- and study 'l'ora.h, he should. coma~ he 
should study and be :reooived by Me. There­
to~, it was given in the th:l.rd month." 

'l,'he Torah is considered of such tremendous worth that one liabbi 

calls it more va.lu~\ble than the world itself .1 

'j'l\JHDT l\tr'K 1',~ xi 11r10 bJ1'10lll t.::> 

1
Ql 1 '~+ ;'""IJJ\!.J iY'll.J'\71 f-1.K ... -;.,~·~' 

"All the world was created in. six days ••• 
but the Torah toak forty days and forty 
nights." 

I t • / 

Cv; Ul'!'J t-1 • 
t}'{f'"fti.·· '?f- · ·. J.1\.,f.(t·~lA -''. . 
0 ' " ~ '] 

Its signU'ieance in the lives af' men is all the more stressed by 

its mechanical structure. Not only the laws contained in the 'Ibrah 

are important but tho very number of these laws is t'ull of meaning. 2 

n''r.fl ,.J\l.,':5~ l'1Jl ,,1nui::S---> u·o~ .J\Y.. 1.:u< 
n'b1 /lW~J\ l\t.i.. J\l~K) i)'blfJ1 ·;i\JI~ J\I~~ 

I \l..,.. ~ IL)' v u t 1.4..'i\ ri' t:Y1 T .A J ::> c ;--) \I) ~ ,.J\ I !S () 
C]tc>~ -;\wp:i...i) l:\i'i\T 'H~IK 1.'.l.)<I llX 7~ 
)J$~ ;t"oV1 I J\(\~ ,1 j'l':Sl".;'jl .nl< •1.. "'°~ 

t.;:;, ·;1 r.:ini» .J'df.J 1 T~JJ , i'l.P~..n f\tJ. 
~~fol ~' o T• :::i,.~J.. 1~1 ·.,r A "r '1 v:,_1 f.. O\' 1 'Ill 1 

1 ,.f1 y. \ ,1 ;n ' 1.,-.j 11 .J\ 1' '-l. \JJ .j .n +~ 

1. PK. l78b, l.79a 
2. PK. lOla. 
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"You at Sinai commanded u.s to j;retf'orm six 
hund:r.ed and thirteen oomn:iandments; ,two 
hundred and forty eight positive commands 
and three hundred and sixty :t'ive negative 
commands. TW'o hundred and ferty eight 
positive comands for the two hundred and 
forty eight members ot' the body each of 
whieh says t<:> man, Perform with me this 
eomm&l!H:l. And three hundred and sixty :t'i ve 
negative connnands according to the de.ya of 
the year. Each day says to man pleadingly, 
Do not cQllll!lit this violation on zoo." 

['he Torah not only contains the comTrJa.nds of God~ it is called the 

source of all wisdom and knowledge.1 

.]\' .J ~tr .]\ w -r:~.. Q ?\ , ·"\" " , u -~ . \ i. 
·i'i\J'll ll)::l.f:'t ,J\1.J.11r ~11• i'-1'1. \1 XI 

;r~ t J11'I 

•Ben He.nuya said, If you seek to understand 
and you do not know how to understand, look 
in the Torah and learn. n 

Man may consider occupation with the Torah d.iff'icult and laborious; 

and, thinking of Ee ole 1de.ste s l, 3. "What pro f1 t ha th a :man of all 

his labor wherein he labors under the sun", decide not to concern 

himself with this labor because it cannot profit him according to 

the verse. The Pesikta amusingly but gravely assures him otherwise. 

l. PK. l06a 
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( )T , . ''\ 1 fl f... 

fl J1:y r:)r f:q<. , If )'1' T )(II' tJ) /") "1111 . J' n .>.. 
..:i 1.]\.::n· I j) 1 I J\ Iii ~ I I t r/) I tP V:'i Ii) ,) I ~ 

L'~.)'n'~"'r:i) l~""IT .)\'\J)i'•:l 1J.Jj'~f\ 

. ex.,, 
"Ft• Yud~ said, anything under the sun, he 
ean reject, but above the sun that is his, 
And that is what the Torah is, as it is 
said, Prov. a,. 22. 'The Lord ma.de ma as 
tb.e beginning of Hie wa.y. • tt 

·.· ,, 

In tact we are assured that the Torah is one exception to Solomon's 

statement in Ecclesiastes anyway, an exoeption d.eTived by so~ 

interesting exegesis. 2 

1
1"\J\' "~ ,~Ii- r'),'j "~t.ii .1 · ,,\ r) 

fl/> 1'1A~1 ~91< f\.;,t 17~-Y t..J-i. i:lff•/r 
·1r.:i1C l"r 1 J1; nnx.1 n~I'\ ,tf..:>1 ;-r11Jt 

"'!J{\ A 111'.::>ll' IJ"'i""I •. y-n~l 1-~~ i.J.:i 11-l':Ji .. l 
t .J..11 /:)I (<., )<.I J) \l) :J , i' 1 IJ\ lr V) n'r 'A~ .1.. 

1 f 1~I~ kJ"i< /\1·1/V \1-~~:J..., 11~~ 
, t >.:Y 1 r:l iYl 1 J'l ·hv iY't °0.l ,)Ii t.u 

1. PK. (ii6b 
2. PK 68b 

"lt was necessary for Solomon to say, 'What 
profit hath a. ma.n for a.11 hie labors' be­
cause the verse may be taken to mean the 
labor of '.1.'orah altogether, they returned 
and they said, It the verse had said, 'tor 
all labor' and stopped, they might say even 
the labor of the Torah. But as he said, 
'all his labor', it means, the labor with 
which"lie does not oeeupy hiJ;llB.elf (givea him 
no pro:t'i t). But with the labor ot' the '.t'orah 
man does oocupy himself." 
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But the Torah is not labor in the unpleasant sense of that word. It 

cannot be considered by any stretch of the imagination as s~thing 

burdensome. The Midra.sh comments the verae in Proverba 3, 17. "ill 

her paths are peace" and says that this refers to the Torah. God 

wanted the Torah to be received in peace, to be the source of peace.1 

·~+-1,01'-r\I> i'tl:J 

I 
~ 11nJ> J\~il I i\. ~' 11 llJ 

t:) "-\·+'"I'll) C 1.ir\D 

fl) IJ\.;1 1{1r;l IV\l\ 

" ~ I l\ .Ir 11)...1' 1.J u 1'. 
j) I j'\ \.1..1.J\.J t-;) T'iYt:l 

"'l'he Holy one, blessed be He , said, the Torah 
is al together peace. And to wham shall I give 
it? To a people that loves peace." 

And so we read that God did not give the Torah to the Ohildren of 

Israel inmtediately atter the Exodus when th~y were murmuring and fight ... 

ing but waited until all was at peace and tben revealed himself on Mt. 

Sinai and gave the Torah.2 

· Again we see 1 that the Torar1 could be no burden. The Torah was to re-

fresh and give life to tb.e people. 

so interpreted. 3 

The verse :from the Song of Songs is 

l";i ·;. 111~111') 0' f\l~Jl1 : .. HT~") 

,O'fll.9-.J':J :tllD \1''"'11/J jY"'I l.J"\ •""'}11 \fi<. 

'"Refresh me with apples' Songs 2, 5. 
'l1hese refer to the worde of' the Torah 
whose t,ra.grance ia like the apple' m." 

l.. PK. l06b 
2.. ibid. 
3~ PK. lOlb 
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The Torah is ever new; it~ tre shnesa is never diminished.l 

(_"/\ ~·, J\tllll>) ~)'U "J1. T ~ 1 l(.1 i' "\ ll P. ''l 

f.... llJ\\1.1:) X~1( , llU.. i11.;1 ul 1_i •.'.)I 

O:.J tj)J j> 0 I ~_i /(II ( l\f 'j)'") 1.J"I Th 1 ;) '1''-" i'\J .5) l.J til' Tl I~ I/\.:) '?''< 'f.... 
I I 

n•on this day they came to the wildnerness 
of Sinai.' EX. 19, 2. And does it 
mean that on 'this day they came? But, to 
point out that when one ~tudies Torah, it 
should nat appear in eyes ~s ancient but 
as if' on that ver~ day the TOrah was gi van._. 

Also it is without end.2 

) '1' 

;1n -·i:~-T b:).. ;\.J J\.J 11 n u~ l'l \ 
;11 }~ l"''t1 -r l~ I j'b If )'K 'j\ Fl 

,910 !l(l~ 

"And why was it given in the wilderness? 
Just as the wilderness is without end so 
'bhe :J;lQl'ah is endlesEJ. w 

For the Torah is needed to maintain man. It upholds the one who makes 

uae of it.3 

1. PK111 l07a 
2. PK. l07a 

I" j)~ ,\'
1 /r lfV~.J inlJ"I •1::l.T 

1 1.l.T jJ 0 1 Jr.~J:l .. 1l J\A C•'~J1'(). I', ... , 
1P,j f\.ll'lW 1 ~7 )'~ 11 j'J"'\r.i ·0""'t1J\ 

")~I~ +.,:) , p):i., 

3. FK. 102 a and b .. 37 .. 
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"'l'he words of the Torah may be compared to wine. 
Just as wine upholds its possessors, so the 
words of the Torah upholds those who concern 
themselves with them in all their needs." 

it should realize this.1 

".tUl.yone who occupies himselt with the TOrah 
should fear for himself, because it is 
as if he stood in tire, :t'or so it 1a said: 
•At fiis right hand was a fiery law wato 
them•. 11 Deut. 33, 2. 

:fJut great are the rewards tor thooe why occupy themselvee with the 

'I'orah.2 

• •• all who occupy themselves in the words 
o:f' the Torah and in good deeds merit pro­
tection in the shade of the HolY' One , 
bleaaed be He." 

1. PK. 2ooa 
2. PK. 140b 
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Being oeoupied in study itself ie of tremendous m&rit• It takes the 

pl.ace actually o:t' many ot the commands the. t must remain in abeyta.nee 

during the Exile.l 

' ,J\ I J-4-:'1 ~ 

. "'i ~" 
QJ'\K l'l-1'~ 

D'::\..'"r~ 1.Jx 1·~\J) 1·\0:)~ 
Oll7 l~K ,n)).l n•)'C~J'l~l 
iO":l D' fCJJ\~ QJ'l/(.I 1•l\l 1""I 

,.J\ \.JJ.. "'I)' o.':J.'l~D 

".,.now that we do not ofter saeritices, 
why should we occupy ourselves studying 
about them.. The Holy One , bleeaed be He , 
answers them, 'Because you study about 
them (in the ~1orah) it is as if y-ou 
offered the sacrifices." 

Just as the rewards tor Torah afe great, so the doom that comee to 

those who forsalre the Torah is great. Cities, we ere told, are up­

rooted because of neglect ot the Torah and its teachers. 2 

..Al1''~ J'l'X.I QI\ 'l\'1'11• )-J.. r~l'.l.V 
1

1 :.J.J\ 

~,..I i X.Yil I r'~ ) ~ I l' ~ ~ Yd vir J).J 

I 0 ~ VJ~J Ll'"i~ \tl ')..) \V.:l.. I { ~ \) j) Af!/.J 

(f• • ...., i)'b)') v '"' f')t\T> j'fJ'.:J..-..)} j1 ~ 'r...si Q.:YlD 11~ 
a.ls .::y t, ~ I " I ...... JY~:L. ~ ..)\ v ,, h 

(:i:.' l}~ n.11)) 'J\) 13' J'IX. 

1. PK. 60b 
a. PK. 120b 
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"R. Simemn ben Yochai taught, if you see 
cities that are destroyed to their foundations 
in the Lwld of' Israel, know tha.t it is because 

· tliley did not provide pay for the scribes and 
the teaehera. .And why did this happen? 
Because it is said, 'Wherefore is the land 
perished' Jer. 9• 11, and after this it 
says, 'Because they have forsaken my law' • n 

Jer. 9, 12 .. 

higher .than anything in the uni verse. God, by implieation here, 

is to be reached only tlll'ough the 'l'orah. He cum be fou11d no ot:ter 

1 way. 

+f..31.) ,AC\ ,1. t••n --,"..Pi. fl ·~1' t.,J ~111 '1 

6~'1J (1(1 1"• 0 1 1.\1•) f ')(::)VJ ~t 1.J\°" IJIJ 11.~~ '"'I~ 

"" 1.J\llJ\J 1.l..\.,v~ ·~.J\IY 1 lf11 l\~'-0 'J\ll.}) 

11..:i. ) , i' 't) ~ . .)d~ l•i) IJJ I'""() , n ~ID 

, •
1r l·''" n ~ ;"), ll 1\1.V )• l\ v0 

11R. Huna and :a .. Jeremiah said in the name 
of' H. Hiyya bar Abba, it is written, 
•they bave forsaken me and have not kept 
MY law', Jer. lG, 11. Would that they would 
desert Me and keep my Tarah ••• .,for, i:t' they 
would desert M\l and keep tl1y 'l'ora.h, the 
result would be tba t they would re turn to Me. 11 

1. PK. 108a 
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THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED 
---.....4-111 --""""""~-"!"'llil91!"""11-- ......... ~ ---- ----...-- ...... 

God revealed Himself to mankind and ma.de known the laws by 

which men should govern their lives. Those who live according to 

these laws are the righteous while those who fail to do ao are con-

sidered in rebellien against the Holy One, blessed be He, and are 

considered. wicked. Sc.:>:me e:x:amples of sinners are given u.13. These 

~ are certainly'rebela against the moral law.1 

r \'1 1'1 Yd , n • ~ w1 x1 pJ 11> l n i1\J)1..v 
JJ'XI nl'ri'1,11·~n.lr 111• \?l!Jl~fl 

7~-i >\111111 1 r.il ,u~il(.) 
. ..}\ r' 17~ ~ 

"~ee a:re called sinners: he who 
stretches out his hand against his 
fellew, he who lends and does not re­
pay, and he who creates disputes." 

While the Master ot the world created and governs all things, man 

is endowed with free will to :tollow either the 4-,ll!l ')$"• , the Good 

Inclination, or the ~l °','.5Y, the l!:vil Inclination. The Pesikta. 

l. PK l8~b 
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does not contain many references to the Yetzers. It takes for 

granted knowledge of them and the references te them are without 

extended explanation. 11beir significance is obvious in such 

pas13ages aa, tor example, the tollowing:l 

i1J1f.\)(~ '..>..lf.l~-Y 7) 11-r 1fJX\J) Xlnl 

('._1 ;I,,_ Q' h ,.\) IJ fl {.) ~ t n ~ 'J .Y -1 1 ~ ~ l ' ~ J 1 fl I fl 

. r:i..x . l .~n ll .., ~) 1-:l il-1"° l.;$' ~' 
;·"\\~ 71TA /1"1iA UJt '..JI <l.-v)\t.,~ltlt). 

".And that of which David spoke, :Br;ialme 35, lQ. 
'All my bones shall say, who is like unto 
Thee, Who delivereth the poor trom him that 
is too strong tor him •• ' that ie the Good 
lnelina·tion (delivering) from the Evil 
Inclination; (:tor as the verse continues) 
•Yea, the poor and the needy i'rorn him that 
spoiJ.eth him', and is there possible a 
greater spoiler than this? (the Evil 
Inclina.ti1.r>n) .n 

Wb.e exe~eiae of ma.n's will to the way of the Good Inclination 

ea.uses God to extend his hand in aid. It' man bu:t begins to attack 

the Evil Inclination within him, God helps him in the difficult 

task. 

1. PK 89b 
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')l;:s'f 1 X~'O "l•i\ C'4i1 "''""")•f'-Jl~.J... ..>.4'\L>D '.::> 

~'1' X. U'.'.1 11 ii I i:>,' :)YT }\ \J)) ~ 1 II\ 1.Y i' \ 1), 
I 

\.AJ\ t:> ·y-cr~ ,-) n I\ 'r ') 14 x , \ .i n 1 tr\[) :>J 

j) ~VJ i1 x , .J..j\ I\ 11.n ID T~ /\~I -0 ·11~ p I " 

I .Q .l(\..)) f::) Iv 4.~ h '...) ~ l 

r:\. " n ..LL( J\ l\ '-A 11 • o 'i' 1 T
11

" " 

(J~ l"t 'i<\'jl'5"'), ~:JI V~n 

"'For thou bast stumbled in thine iniquity' 
lioijea 14, 2. R. Simai said, This is like a 
high rock that stands at. the tork of the 
road, and men stumble tMre o:n. ~e king 
said to them, Chip it bit by bit (as 111uch 
as you can), until the time arrives when 
I wilJ. eome and remove it entirely, a.a it 
is written, 'Jl.tld I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh.' 
Ezekiel 36, 26.• 

Sin makes its first appearance in the world with Ade.m's 

rebellion age.inst God's command in the garden of Eden. \l'his si.n 

brought about his tall. And in his tall, mankind that came 

after him were te see the inevitable consequences of accepting 

evil instead of good. God aJmost pathetically insists that He 

cannot help Himself. The decision was not in His hands. The 

collsequeno·es are automatic and irrevooable. 2 

l. PK l65a 
2. PK ll.9b 

)1\t IJ\Oj ::> jl J'W~"'I ';'\ Dl7' "·~I' Cl K 
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nsaid the li9lY One, blessed be He, I brought 
Adam into the garden of Eden and I gave him 
cQllllllalld and he transgressed against My 
command. Th.erefore, I cond.onined him to be 
driven forth, I condemned him to be sent 
away. But I mourned for him 0 ::i • )( • '' 

.And this sin removed power tor Adam tor•l 

·, 

I ' 7.Y I ' J ..)\ I .J X.19 \ f\ x I ti IJJ I '' '.) I ' i"\X"' q 

il)(l'l I)~·,>( 

"Until he sinned, fear and dread. were given 
over to Adam; but when he a;Lnned, he was 
given over to power and dread." 

Not only this but Adam's stature becEl.ln9 lessened by his action~2 

\-.1\ Ii f} I)~ 1~ l):Y \I) i'IJ'\ I ~.l. 

f \JJ ..A ' ifJ ~ .J \l) I~ 1
11

'fYT X. f V 
1)~7\ j\)(f) 

".And tbat ins·t;e.nt Adam'a stature WS.Q 
.diminished to a hundred cubits.tt 

.And Adam was well aware that it was not God but himself that he 

shoulcl. blame tor his fate. He lmew the consequences when he 

s:l.nned. 

l• PK 44b 
2. PK 46a 
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".!> l l'il <S J::>.J '-0 1/1 Io ~ , ;rn. IT 1' ].i1x. f' n "r 
,._f ~1~.:!>I f.;JM ~IT;.t) l'r 1~)\I, \~;)X 

~ 1 ;\ \' l .l T t y '"):)..~ V) \\ I.::> I ' f;) /(.A 

,l'i'51) \111'YJ' l6J.J.J,ln.Y~ 1r i'l.A'f.\ 

r•1r..)! !.llY X~\lf)~ !~X.A ;TX. tf''X. 
( n11r\IJ l 61'\ f'x 1·11) Jll'~ 

,'(.).::f~~ /).J\'~ 'J\Al).\V 

"To what ie Adam compared? ~o one sick 
to whom a phys1eian goe a and says to 
him, this toed you may eat, and this 
:f'ood you may not eat. .And when the 
patient fails to obey and transgresses 
he brings death to himself. When his 
relatives came to him and said, Did 
the phyf.lician decree your :f'ate? He 
answered, God forbid, .! brought death 
to myself ...... 19 

So it was with Ada.Ill• He was expressly eQillDlanded and trans-

grelilsed knowing the penalty. He is the prototype. ill men since 

are like him. They know sin; they have the choice; they bring 

penalty on themselves. 

And so it was with Israel. We read, so long as Isl'flal did not 

rebel, her people were not a:f'raid ••• they had mastery over tear. 

But wheR they sinned and rebelled against God, they ware afraid 

and could net gaze upon even the tace of Moses who was the 

rep re sen ·ta ti ve ot God: 

1. PK l18a 
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i"-> .J\1~-n ~ V-l.<.L> , ~\\::i --,1 x~~ ., h.l<I 

'T"j... I IV I l 1 il I I) :l. I\ .At ht> I J.. I• ,, I/) )(. 

I ,Q'lll!J.J\1-l x1rl,;n 1 v 1.fd:l A-1-1 A 1 ~h 
ilt:nbY.l\1 :_)~ lt'.9X rxwnw _ jl\:)) 

.t .:>.J\bi1-'r .z:i·+1..J 1 1··11 x.1 

"R· Abba bar Ka.bana said, Seven eoursea ot 
tire there were intermi~gling with each other 
and Israel saw and had no fear and was not 
at'raid; but when they sinned, they were un­
able to gaze upon even the f'aee o:t' the inter-· 
:mediary (Moses).~ 

God cannot be unmindful ot sin because it weakens his power. 

Righteousness, as we have seen, 2 strengthens 1 t. 

Just as pun::!. sbmen t came irrevocably to Adam for his s :in, so 

rewards and punisluoonts oam!l to all men for their reactions to 

God's commands. The righteous are destined :t'or rewards in tlU.s 

world and the next. The Peeikta makes an interesting interpreta­

tion o:t' Psalms 16, 11.3 

l. ;PK 46a 

~ ~"ll> Q·~;)J\) r .'.J.D .J\'X ~lf'i f'.:i. VJ ~-2:1.lJ 

1
,1\IJ)l':l\O ,\)~~· 'Af'A. ,,o l('I lj) '11.A fY\ 

n 'I'• T ~ · t w .A 1 n o I.I) -Y ~ ~ 0.t7 X 
,1J'.)\i)j) ·J~ T'Lj1i1.J, l'l'J'-Y }"IJ) 

2. Vid. page 
3, PK l79b 
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n•rn Thy' presence is tbe tulness ot joy' 
do not read it so, .!ii ) .. :l/J , but, ~-+¥-!. , 
the seven joy~, the seven joys of the 
:i-ighteous when they will in. the :t'uture 
pay their respects before the .divine 
pPesence." 

The rewards of the righteous are without measure, and similarly, 

tl:le d0om of the wicked is tremendous.l 

\ 

"'Thy righteousness is like the mighty 
meuntains', Ps. 36, 7. J"ust as these 
mountains have no bounds, so the reward 
to be given in the tutu.re to the righteous 
will be with.out end., .And the payment of' 
the wicked will be the great deep. And 
just as thi~ deep o~n~ot be measured, so 

. the l\;Uni.sbment tQ ~ meitod out to the 
wieked in the future cannot be measured." 

For inevitably, reward is the natural oonsequenee of righteous­

ness and cannot ooroo from evil. We read 1'urther: 2 

~, vn~ I A'~'~ J 171r 11 .o ·Ti' il 0 n 
;~ 1 \J)\~ p 1 ~·1~ flO f:)j)'\JJ~~ l.:>1...Al1'.:9 

~·") \J IJ Ix i>' f) D 111..J'\ ·11 r:'l I JI I J .1\ 11 ':0 

J:li)'W~r~ l:> ,-All'.9 iiWI~ LJ 1 ~I 
-A.I--,· .E> o' l.V Lv QJ, x o '~ \l.1'1 /r 0 

l. PK 73b 
2. Ibid. ... 4'7 -
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ttJust a.s these moonta.ins are :seeded and yield 
truit, so the deeds of the righteous yield 
tru.1t •••••• and just as this deep is not 
seeded and een.not y.:J:eld t'rui t, so the deeds 
of the wicked cam.not yield fruit." 

It is pointed out that while the Psalm tells us r1'l'he righteous 

shall inherit the earth" (37, 29), we are not informed ot the 

poaition of the wicked. i'hia is suceintly deseribed as f'ollows:l 

Q ·~ \O"I 11 I ... 

"•••and the wicked, where ~o t~ey exist? 
They hang in. the air." 

~ . 
It is f'urther demonstrated tliat while :reward and pWlishment are 

I 
I 

inevitable, God tavorE1 the rightec:>us by m:i.king the punishment :tor 

such sins they may commit take a lesser significance than tl'J.e 

rewards they are to receive. So also, the wicked are given the 

reward tor their meagre good deeds in order to prepare the way tor 

the punishment they so richly deserve. 2 

fl.Jj., '.JIV ,"'f\ IJ\ j'I J'\)\ L)''\:'.11..ll t)il\P £ll f1'T~,jl 
0

X. t><.~~lll' ''l 

~'~\l))i) ~.J..r.. .· 't~ ''Y'lil~ l'('TY IJl'l.iz' i)\£)1.j 11.:l.jli),'-rX ,,1(1\') 

r'T 1,. I) n 1 p il , 7 x ')") 11.J.. ,.,.J >- ·J IL) , i' 11.A n J\.X... i • w10l i·'l.. Ill 
:1~~il 111'1-.l 117' "X 11~''j'I->'', 

1
1111 Ql'i13) -r~ Di\~~ 

0 Cl lJ ;') i Ill A1 f 'T ~I) "A)/ ~-,. "j' I~ , ~ j) Tl,)> y'.j'' ~ 
j~)'..·7 -1•4\l/i. i1\11 u'11~::i.. j' lJJl~\D A 1 ~l 0'\JJ~IJ \9j't:) 

,)ltVI i1-.lH9 ,\i 1 ~1V~ }.JI ,)\11..f T'J\011 1...11.0 !J\LJ \11/r 
l'IJJ!~\V ll'l.,l(IJ :.) 1 111.'i/~ ,.011 1

1(.) 0.0'7 ofi.'~I \'i71~J. tY~\l.hJr 
' /\J./l "r ·~"!\~ '7 ll "c" ~ L~' t 1 'J..'-ln. (0\~.l. ll t \~ :i 

1. PK lb. 
2. PK 73a. Th1.a is given a slightly different form also in 16lb. 
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"R• lsbmael says; The righteous whe observe the 
i'orah that was given them f'rom tb.e mountains 
ot God are dealt witti. righteousness aa great as 
the mo~ntains of i.Tod by the :Holy One• bl.a seed 
be Be; but the wicked whe do not observe the 
'l1orah that was given on the mountaine of the 
Lord, are humiliated by the Holy One, blee~ed 
be He, to the great deep. 

H • .Akiba says, The Holy One, blessed be He, 
hwniliates them both. lie hu.miliates the 
rishteoua and exacts payment from them tor 
the few evil deeds they have committed in 
this world in order to give them a goodly 

' reward in the time to come. .And similarly 
he gives abundant goodness and contentment 
to the wicked in this world and pa~s them 
tor the few good deeds they have hefe per­
formed in order to punish them in tre time 
to come.'" / 

R. Akiba's expoait:l.cin reveals the dit':tieulties that must have \ 

diatUl\'bed those who see the r:ighteous sut:ter and the wicked 

flourish. The question is asked, why did God create both the 

righteous and the evil doers and we are told: 1 

0 ••• in order that the one (the righteous.) 
.shall atone tor the otb:Jr (the wicked) .. •1 

In other words, it is the work: of the righteous that justifies the 

existence ot the world and overcomes the deeds of the wicked. 



(In this connection it is also worthy of note to eonsider the 

statements with regard to the rioh and the poor.l 

,. 

1
0 1 '"'1' U>~ 1 Q•'J::; n:i.. j'TI 'kl:l. 11n : .. m" 

17Xll l.lri\ l::) 1 ~YDJ\U IJl''° IT.J 

'fl'Why did the Holy One, blessed be He, oreate 
.. rich and poor? In order that the poor may 
be sustained by the rich." 

Poverty, according to this, was created to present an Qpportimity 

tor righteousness. J 

However, despite the irrevocabili ty o:f punishment for doing 

evil, despite the fact that we are so often assured that the 

punishment o:t the Holy One, blessed be Ile, is inev1 table, the way 

is open for redemption. i'he cUa·tance between heaven and hell is 

narrow, and the wicked can be saved :t'rom ho 11. 2 

.. 
j..\1 .O.Yll..\ "::t.~ll )'..l.J. i1 ~ 'J.!>Y\ 

, n ~ n -" , ~ , )' r.:i , • j) • w , T.) , 
1 
T~ 

,, K I Jn I' '1, /.:I fl~' i lLl ' f\ I' .. , !)~ :> l 
. · ( n ..!) '° ,1 r.i f\ /\. J :J n '1 /r J\ I :) 

, .. )\ 11 '° ) 11 'J\ 0 • ··n~ i'\ IJ )._ 11 

l •• PK l~lib. 
2. PK l9lb. 
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"Why did tha Holy One , ble esed be He , 
ereate both heaven Md hell? In order 
that they (the wiek"nd) should be rescued 
from one to the other. And how much is 
the dis ta.nee between them'? 11.. J.ochanon 
aaid, a waii•s thiokneas. R. Oha.nina 
said, a handbreadth. '!'he Rabbis said, 
they are both jo:hned together." 

The way for this redemption is throu~ 'j\:). t \U J\ and the Holy 

(}ne_. blessed be He, points ou·t that way Hi:rnselt. 

.. 51 -
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Sin is to the B.a.bbis rebellion against God. The only for-

giveness is the result ot Nothing else can purify trom 

sin. To the unrepentant God says, 

"For 11' thou wash thee with lye and use e:x:eeed­
ing much soap, yet they yuilt remains a spot 
be:(:'ore me." J"er. 2, 22. 

No form of expiation approaches repentance in etficaoy. 

l-'~ ..I'' •hm> j'\.::n 7)1 l.J'\ Q' X~n ft.) I Ill.JI~ '1')!J 1'1.IOID \ln.J1v'r l-1-J\\V 
~TO' 'rN'j\tll•).J\I n ..}\ ?'{'i'I Jn,wn,'") \l.l.OJl1 fl\ ( \\.1/.)1~,\l:l J(.\Dlf' j'\'f;IU ltl\l(J 

It ~1.f>..) .. J\' I u VJ'f... A. 1 ::\...1 '-('';.. llJlJlj 11·i\ /\..I.Om µ")\.J\'7 Jl°i\~ 
I I L /..... '' 

;)'~I' 'j\.y I~ 't: '° l'T ,.,_ 1-,.?'I) I ·7.Y 'H) .0 I I ( i1~1_) I T Tl i) 

" & .:>.). , I " .:t. 1 l.lJJ\ 7' ~ ' t ~K , 1 \J)..J 1~ ·;n:i ~~In 
tl 

1. PK l56b 

I 

0 Men asked Wisdom, Wbat is the doom 01' the 
sinner? (It answered, 'Evil pursues sinners' 
Pr. 13, 21; they asked Prophecy the saroo 
question) and it answered, 'The soul that 
eins shall die' Ezek. 18, 4; they asked 
the Law and it answered, 9 LJ:it him bring a 

- 52 .. 



trespass offering and it shall be forgiven 
him•, as it is said, 'And it shall be 
aoeepted tor him to make atonement tor him; 
Lev. 1 1 4. '.L'hey asked the Holy One, blessed be 
He• and be answered, '~t him repent and it 
shall be :t'orgi ven him' • nl 

This is not to be understood as Moore2 and scheehter3 point out, that 
\ 

the three parts of' the Bible contra.diet eaeh other but to i~dicata 

that, while there is a plaee tor expiation by suttering the con-

sequences of sin, by death and by sacrit'iee, repentance is greater 

than any other form. 

11:~LWJ\ must not be understood a.Ill mere regret, a mere psyehic 

event. It is •as real as life and death•. 4 In Bereahith Rabbah0 it 

is pointed out that ~pentance WB.$ 
1

one o:f.' the p1•e-existent bases of 

the universe. In this the Rabbis tollow the ideas o:f.' the Prophets 

wh<>se conception of repentance is '1turn.ing ba.ek to the allegiance and 

obedienee ot CiQd 1 corresponding to their e.on.viction that moral as well 

as religious evils a.re in their es·senee falling away from GoQ. and hi.a 

righteous will. They use tor such a turning back from wrong-doing and 

return to God the every day Hebrew word for •turn about. go bael~• 

( 11 \JJ ) leaving it to the eon.text of theil.1 indictment to make the 

l. PK l58b. Tb.e part of the passage enclosed in parenthesis is in 
Bu.oor•s note to the passage and should be ao added .. 

2. Moore, I P• 633:f'. 
3. ~eh0cter, P• 294 
4. Slonimsky, Notes. 
5. Bel'eshi th Ea.bbah, I, 4 • 
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application plain. By this association, the transparent primary 

sense of repentance in Judaism is always a change in man•a attitude 

toward GOO. and in. the conduet __ of lU.'e, a religious and. moral ref'or­

:m.ation ot the people or the indi vid.ual .. "l 

Martin Bubar2 calla il.if lb.J'\ , as the .ttabbi s understand 1 t, a 

hum.an event taking on a world wide character. It is the greatest· 

:f'onn o:t human creativeness, because it involves, not merely a return 

to sinles~nesa, but a shift in the direction toward God. 0:~/i/l).J\ 

places the repentant sinner on the path to God. 

"R· Pinhas says, Why must He be called Good it 
He is called Upright; why is He called Upright 
i:t' He is already called Good'/ Because the verse 
continues, 'therefore will be instruct sinners 
in the way. t For he teaohe s them the way thll t 
they may do repentance ••• u3 

Repentance is an a.et that causes GOO. to place the repentant sinner on 

the road toward Him. 

1. Moore I, 507. 
2. Q}.toted by Slonimsky, Notes. 
3.. PK l58b 
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'..!.'he Ten Days of Peni tenoe begin with 

the rebirth of the world. ~be Pesikta gives us the frequently quotei 

passage coneorni:ng the three books containing the nan»s of the 

righteous, the wj_oked and tho p~IJ'.1, those who are in between • 

. A.nd concerning the last it atates,l 

j'\1\J.>~ ,;;_\'!) Oj)~ ISIJV Q.U l.J•-:\.ll 
0 I I I ~ :;) " J::l I I I ii..J \I) l) IJ.Jt...1 I' .1 IV 

. ~, 1. r~,, o"I\ o. ;::l,..)...:J-.J ":i..1 IJ) ;f\ 1w ~ 
,Q ·~1,J.;-1 i"I ~x Q'~J\.J,J x+ 

"to whom the Holy One blessed be He grants ten 
days, those botween fU'11;'1 .u-, a.ni "ll.9 .:> alt , 

:i,:t' they do ';.'.:\.1\IJJ-. they are inscribed with the 
righteous and if not they are inscribed with 
the wicked•" 

~s the rebirth of the man who does ;i".l..lll>J\ coincides with the rebirth 

ot the world.2 

l. PK l66a 
2. PK l6t5b 

u.! 1 ii ltf\.J ~..) I 7.Y 'J '(.. ·lr ~ '(':,. 
,jl'bTO ,)•Y\. il.)J\'A, '.J\;t\"'I~ 

"I con.aider it to yen as it' today, (:Rosh 
Hoahanah) I ~e"formed YCIU in a new creation.~ 
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God, the creator ot \l:l..l VJ.). t desires it. Aooess to 

is w:I.thout any brJ.rrier.. The Pesikta aays,l 

i'I'\ i1 0. ' j) -;l () I tl..1 .1 \'11 I \I) J\ ;1 L, lL> I'). .J 

o.~1~i ;)::tt\UJ\ •\..Y\O 7:::>,nlJ-.b uf1_j4 
0 IX ~i'J' /\f J 1

:0~7'1) ll'l'IJ"\..9 ~fl 
f\ '° n x. J :).. l \I) i< J x '"° n t<. \ :J.:~ i :utH n 

.1~or.> d'11 1 l )J~~I 

" i\'.:l-1~.A is compared to the sea. Just as tho sea 
is forever wide and open so are t)le gates of 

l'I ::iJu;.>- always open. (Butt nevertheless, a n:an 
must not bear in mind to sin and repent and sin 
again and atone on 1 I.!>.) c:il'). 

It i a also told us that God Iruly be approached at tmY tiim., 'l1here 

a::re no special occasions set aslde. 2 

. 
'' .. the gates of prayer also are always open .. • 

.All God SGeka is true repentance.. The verse in Psalm 34, lg is 

quoted, 

lt~e Lord ia nigh unto them th.at are ot a broken 
heart. and save th such as are of a contrite spirit. ••3 

l. PK 167a Te~t in parenthesis added in Buber's note. 
2.. PK l67b 
3.. PK 158b ._ 
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The l'/Jidra.sh goes on to say, 

"~ -;\~::L , o-nu- ,, ..o.o n i)~ 'i'l:l..J.. tl'b.91.1) f ~ 
tr'.>. .. :i';i r»jl'IJ J\h..! ll\ 1', n I(<. 1l~V If\ ..J\1101 1 fbo 

0!/' .,..".J ~·+•ht,J "-:>!:)I 11..\l).J -l'r , o-ru ,. \D~ j) 

"uthat which makes Q!l animal u.nt'i t makes e. man 
t'i t (for redemption). In an animal, un:f'i tness 
is due its being one of thoso described in the 
verse, •Blind or broken, or maimed or having a 
wen, ete. • ~se make a man fit. 'A broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despiae•.u 

. r1 Blemishes make an animal unfit tor God, but they make man a.oeepta.ble I 
I 
f /j 

because theY. are the signs of his true repentance, as the Midrash goes!/ 

11 /\.II\ •JUA ')\)..~ 'f-2.:i. \J.lt:),1' vr.:i \91'-rl\ 'QI". 
1 
j) ..l.,l') j) / () '"') j l_\j) Jl' 1(-.) \t \I)\(::) I I.!) i<J f :1.(\. 

C1<t"11;> aoJJJ1t '11.l.lll'r ·~Ji;'\'--"'' d n''r;1.,,)l.,f '1:l.ll>jf 

~ l./J I 1) y.)' ~f (.'1'• i<.':.i lllllJ i>.J T.J I 14. '11.J .1. ~ 
.+ 1' 1 IV 1 7' +.I~ / J'j) 4 , 1 rJ 1 "- I . t K) V> • .J> x. i • ·;n n 

l. PK lo6b 

uu: an ordinary person make use of a. broken 
vessel it is a .nia.tter o:f' ah.a.me tor him. but 
with the Holy One• ble ased be, He, 1 t is not 
so. All th.ore who attend Him are broken 
vessels: 'The Lord is nigh unto them that 
are broken of heart' Ps. 34, 19, 'who 
bealeth the broken in heart' Ps. 1479 3, 
'A broken and a contrite heart' Ps. Pl, l9t 
therefore Hosea warns Israel and says to 
them 'Return, o Israeli" 
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rt ia turther demonatrated that in his desire for man's 

repentance, God's ways are not like those ot'/~. Earthly judges 

mete out harsh treatment to the confessed sinner while God gives 

redemption after i) ~t !l)J\ .. Tile sinners who repent are compared to 

robbers.l 

\ ~ ~ tJ 11..P ~ t> I -~ j) 1j 0 t IT u X. I i) I{] )' l~ b .t, "r 
I i11\~1!) ~\DU l\lil p-11;1 ,i1~lf X.lil 0 1 1.)\IJ /\Ii'> '-'J 

1~Tlj) J...ff> I~ XiX, ).J JJ•X ,1'j__ j' ,) i V:.) 

of \0 U X 111 I> TI 1) ( i'l-i 1{) O f t0 U A\ 11 

'-0 If:\'.,.., 

"like robbers who are being exmnined by the torturer. 
As long as he is stubborn, be is smi tten 1 but when 
he confesses, he gets the turc:Ula (is doomed to 
die); (not so acts the Lord, as long as tbe 
oftender does not contess, he gets tbe t:urcilla), 
but when he confessEui3t he is pardoned." 

The idea is elaborated by the Midrash in another passage where direct 

oompal.'ison is made with Israel by bringing citationE1 from Hosea .. 

God again is compared to the earthly judge,2 

.1·t.\_j"- )(11~ "1.--i ;d•nJ\"l. 'l{.~7'1. l.:> kJ'X -.~)..r~1 t1~ 
, QJ'\11\ i)JD X.111 .)"n~I (•.i-1· ~1t11j)) ;)-Jbb.. 0111" \\ll~ 1 I 
)-AU X\i1.fnX.llt·u,·~1>.PJ\JJl..1 A1JJ11{) u•)Bl' 11.:>1n 

(l''• ,f• ()<LI) 11\\!ll) 11.Jl~J' i)'l-9.X /1.Yll1~,1:lt:\';:) fl"\) i 
·~ 111~1\V plJ)f\"; -~~1~1:9 u11t }!''J l\\11 on;<.I 
rv\fll~ )l..ln ,) /11'1 \..'i<. •-r \l.111) ))•ll'7X-1- nJ11ll 

.-f~--i \/) \ !' l.I \I) I il :)__I ~ J) i 

1. PK l59a 'l'ext in parenthesis added i:o Bube:r' s note. 
2. l'K 16~b 
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"Bu·t God ie not so. Fir at he reads his charge, 
'and now they sin still more and have ma.de them 
a golden image• Hosea 13, 2; then he smites 
them, 'Ephraim is l!!IJlitteR, their root is dried 
up' ibid. 9, 16; then he imposes upon them 
as it were a burden, 'the guilt of Ephraim is 
bound u:p in a bundle, its sin is laid in store' 
ibid. 15, 12; and after thlat 11$ passes sentence 
upon them, '&!lmaria shall pay the penalty, be­
cause it has rebelled against its God' ibid. 
14, l; and finally he brings them back in 
repentance, 'Return, O Israel' ibid. 14, 2+" 

!t'his is because God wants ;'11.t IJJ...J.. but,l 

"God does not desire the death of the 
sinner." 

Ve~ses from Eze~iel2 and Am.os3 are cited which substantiate this state• 

IJ:l@llt. 

l. PK l67a 
2. Ezekiel 33:U wtAs I live, saith the Lord G.Qd, I have no pleasure 

in the death of t~e wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
evil way and live; turn ya, mum yfj trom your evil ways, for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel .. " 

3 • .Amos 5:4 "Seek ye me. and live." 
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Only if the sinner persists in his wrongdoing and attempts to hide 

the fao·t will he suffer the conaequencea; but if he ;freely confess 

in doing "~'~J\ ha will be dealt with mercitully:l 

~'\'l..)11 1\1\Q\ n' 1r~ 1 f..1t- \..:Y\ll.!J ;)!)O f::i 

J'\.J~ r-~ 'j)Tlf.)) )'n~· 1
1
'1<.,0flll' 

I A f) I )I '1..\ I ,j l 

"• •• as it is w:ri tt~n, •He that covereth his 
transgressions shall not prosper; but who­
soever confesseth and torsaketh them shall 
obtain rooroy.• R. Isaac said: •and 
conteeseth' tor the sake ot 'and toraaketh', 
he will be dealt with mercitully. 11 

No sin, smys the Midrash, is so great that ~.i.1 lll~ will not 

bring forgiveness.. Even the greatest o:t: sinst denying God, can be 

washed away with ;'I~ 1 \l>.J\ • 2 

1' ;"i~X ··0 TUI 1rr-..1 w· 0:\..tV , l'r.i·o ,)._ 1111• -i"K 

;'\ )" ~l J\ I 0 .J I f I~ ~ 

ttR. Judah bar Simon said: Return, o Israel to 
the Lord, your GOO., even though you have been 
guilty of denying God. tt 

No amount o:t' sins, however great, ahoul~ dism.ay a man i'r•om turning 

to ";"I ..i-1 ~"' • The Pesikta takes ·the verse trom Job and eontinues:3 

Xfl jll\ 1'\1 1 1 /\IW \A~ JTi' /\Ill'..:) 

I' \bl...V QT X £l 1tl ~ :.2 ,.\ i"\ I .J .1. (((• x."• .:).!''° )J n ... ,,x I\ 
'lt;:)..IVA ilVl~(J\l"l':l.~ Tlb Q'ID•T,l O'lJJ'IA 

,JJ I ~'j) /\ti JI>\ 1'-V I 71.)':\..) 

1. PK l69a 
2. PK l53b 
3. PK 163 bt 
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"'For He knoweth base men; and when He aeeth 
iniquity will he not then consider it.• Job. 
11, ll.. This is like a man who oornmits heaps 
and lleiaps of sins &nd then i·epents. Just as 
if, be saw sin; despite that shall he not 
consider (to 0..::i..l l.))J\ i'IWI~ ) ? 

Because God eagerly seeks an opportunity tG grant forgiveness. To 

illustrate this, the Midrash tells a beautiful legend of the time ot 

the destruction of the 'l'emple. 

0J'.::ill) i'Jl\J.)-Y ti~nl:ll o•,.J\.l> l\1WJ1ll>1rll),j'-"Jl 1 1'/I. 
~ l ll Ix 1 .Q' D :Y '9 "..1 JY~ 1 o ~ 1 .o .J\' r i" 1 i) :i. i' • n IJ) 

\.'.~':;> '.:l ,,,,,.,,) Q:) 1J\ n .. I ij) I') 11 .. ~:r1 x Cl'-~ ) ... N) W' JJ.. I)._ l\I)) 

(J\l~l;\I )'J"l- J\f'ill!J 11'7•nJ"\I) \l'tf\ ~.'T\J) jl'JI 
T--il j'\.l)~"lil 1 ~\~~ 1

1 '/.. U\\1))(.1 j)::l~X 
(/\j ,. il ~~JI?\) ~J )/)\I) 1 fl j)'""( ) ::S -:).. I l0i \f)~ 1 

") ~ (\ 

"R• Jonathon said.: 11".he ;"IJ•,;)\l.J tarried on Mt., Olives 
tor thirteen and a half years and announced three 
t~s saying ( 'Retu.rn, ·ye bQolcslidilll.S ohildren, 
and I will heal your backsliding.' Jer. 3, 22; 
Qlld when a.espite this they did not return, the 

;\.hlw began to t'ly in the air mnd to say,) 
1 I will retur"l1 to my place until they acknowledge 

. their guilt, and se.elc My :t'aoe; in their trouble 
they will seek! M3 earnestly' •1• 

Even at that tragic tiDB$ redemption would be given the children of 

Israel i:f' they would tt1rn frcm their• sins to Got'.l. God seeks but the 

opportunity to grant redemption.. 'l'he Pesikta l(!.lb us that God sa.ys,2 

1. PK Uoa. 'l'ext in parenthesis :from Buber' m note. 
2. PK 163b 
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1.J1',J l.9n~ '-cv -;'l"'tl"cl;) l'\J\~ ·f nJ\~ 
.J\l 11111i< l•i1' v n.J\!) o.)i nJ\I~ 

1 ·_)... )•bj:.JJ .A\•1S10'l.I 

uopen unto me the door (of repentance), be it even 
as narrow as th@ sharp point o:t: th.a needle, I will 
open to you an entrance through which tents and 
great timbers can pass • 11 

/ 
I 

Here God is actually begging man to i'l-l.1 \J>J\ IHlJl)I • He assuraE.J him 

that the minute man considers 0.J. hl'.J\ , accepts it in his mind, 1 t is 

effective. Its effect is instantaneous. It works likel 

Great and powerful is 0).1 ll>J\ • The Midra.sh tells us that should 

some·tb.ing evil be:tall a man, he should immediately ·t;ake refuge in 

in order to be delivered.2 

··1·/\ ·,1A1, :~n n1· li ,\111u nx1 
I /.JD~ t y J ,").Lr I II ::u \j>J) J\ \~I 

11 ••• and ii' an evil day be joined to you, examine how 
you may do \11..:\.tl.l>J\ and be delivered." 

No greater evidence of' the great power of u.J.1 WJ\ may be brought than 

the fact that it is one of the three great torees that can avert thl.e 

decree of ~od'a punisb.ment.3 

\\''1 1 c ,\ 11 :Ji A ) ' 4 \9 '.l QI!> \11 i1 \J)-f IJJ 

I j) \'T.:i'i'l 1, 'j)':U\J.>.J\-;1 I I 11410)\j) 1)" ltX\ 

l. Pk 165b 
2. PK 19la 
3. PK l~la - 62 -



"Three a.re ·they that make naught the decree, 
prayer • i'I :l.. I 11>.A and c bar i ty • " 

Its pcmer is such H • .Aho. points out in interpreting Deut. 31, 17: 

"Then my e.nger l'Jhall be kindled &gainr:>t them in 
that day, etc*" 

that the significance of the words ,..in that da.y0 must be understood 

as :t'ollows:l 

'-r lb 1 9 I\. In f\ I\ 1 i'I If\ ~ 7.l \ ' 

)' \IJ .9 I'\ .::)..1\0.J\ I \)) ~ I~ I l\ 

''. • • Only :toi• one day would ·the anger of the 
lioly One, blessed be He, endure it they 
would do 11-.1 .. .lllJJ\ , is their explanation." 

For i).::.\.l\IJJ\ has the power of being able to move God from the divine 

attribute o:f' justice to tha divim attri'bute of mercy: 

1'~\-V /\l'jlQV "T.j ,?' ;')"7)( '';1 T.Y 'l-l\1IJJ 1 IY:i..lV." .. 

.]\TY\~ l\J 1..:>\t:J il ~ ll~"l.. \:)..I'-/)) D. > r.i T' 1 J\I ll:l. 
~ ;:, · lb~n \1.~ _y 1 .o' (.) n·1 J\T~ Y..11\ \JJ, ~ l/Jl\ 

\ 1T 1 \D.0\1.)r.i:\... ,111'1 1 ~\O !l"'l\9 ll'.~f1~ 

(r:-r-/1 )\l"l':J. )\li\lb ~t~'r" J\-rr~7 "4~, 1 

l. PK l3la 
2. PK 164a· Text in parenthesis from Buoori s note. 
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11 ... •:aeturn, o Israel., to the Lord illy God' until. 
He stands on the divine attribute ot :r;a.ercy ••• " 
(:return while the "J • 011.J is still. q~'j) -"ill::l.­

tor that is the $.ttri bute ot mercy; and forsake 
your evil deeds before He siezes Judgment and 
mounts tb,e Q • ;)'""!" .>..7 ~ which is the attribute 
of judgment. ) 

Go~'s torgiveness is inevitable it there be I)..).\ l!J -A • He even 

points out the way to reach Him when the sinner ie doubtful about his 

reception. He is told to have no sham!) but to care forward, eon:t'ess, 

tor~ke the pu3t and turn back: to God. The J?esikta. tells ue hem God 

urges the people to repent through Jeremiah and h.ow He tells them 

through the Prophet tha,t only false sllame stands between them and 

reconciliation with God:l 

;"1-l..ll\l.A 1.U~, 1t-Y-..1\D•4 ~;'11 lt~X. 71- 1' 1 ft:fl
1 7 i1"irilJ\ 

".i''°"" 1• \Lll..Y l.J)I.. r)\.'.,, t>·:.i..1 t"fl., '741..1\JJ·tr )il+ ,,~xi )U 

i\tl / l.J\rx l)ll ~=>i' 'kr. ):\ 1 ~.r.i. i) •.J.~>'T Q'U .0 1jn '~'y.,;:i_ 

0 , T::l.I ~ l>"" '° )I I ;y .:l. Ai' 1 P., 1 illl uJ\ ix. , I"' I')\ ll \OJjl i\ 

ll'll.~c .Q•lil'il '~)(1 h1, ~(.11•·,~ jJ" X. 1 \)"'I~ il"TL:\.~ Q1 IV 
\ -~J~ I (,'f' '-r1'J.Jl1'11) !Al 

U>';> ;.i .,,, •) "I.Al IJ \J \t.'.>:)...:)... fl ~J "'. 

"'1 I~ J\ y''f It 1 f.l~ , ].::> '1n Xl 0 :i I' 11 'Js:>'T ~ 
,a;:y1.1' f'JX I'\(, ii-~)\ U'>"-l.. DJl)I... Qi-, lll"f 

Tf\"\\ll'ir '""' 1 1> '.) ,c•1'..:::!.. oJ''1-... a·~'V'.l.VJ 
('i!J A'-t C>!.>) i\I i1 •')\~:)_ C>·)~~I ::i..J..~ 

11Said. the Holy One, bl.eased be He, to. J'eremiaht 
'(1110 and bid IDsrael do re~ntance. • He went and 
delivered his ioossage. Thereupon they said to 
him- 'With what :f."ace can we enter before Hie 
presenoe? Have we not made him angry; have we 

i.. PK 1615a (Sbacte:i-'a trlilllal.ation p. 3241') . 
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not provoked his wrath? Are not tbese mountains 
and hills upon which we wori:m.ipped the idole 
still e:xisting •••••••••• we lie down in our shame 
and our contusion covers us .• ' He elllllle back to 
the Holy One, blessed be He, an~ said so 
(repeating their answer). Then God said ·to him, 
'Go baek and tell,. them, "It you returri to Me, 
is it not to your Fatba~ in Beaven that you 
come? For I am a. Father to Israel and Ephraim 
is my ::f.':l,.rstborn« ~ 1t1 

Even it the sins be of such a nature that they touch God himself, they 

should not prevent a man :t';rom seeking i'orgi vene se in '7'11-1 ~~ • ':Che 

words, r I j)'f)( ''ii T01 , ••unto the Lord, thy G:Qd. 11 are interp:reted to 

mean that even when a man denied the ve'l!Y existe:p.oe of God or oommi tted 
0 

blasphemy.l even then he should not be ashamed but should seek forgive-

neas.2 

-,0?1.tl Cl 1 ::\.:"'l::l.. 1"'1 •in .J'I~ ·1H.:l.~ ll.IX il.41~:J..\U 
11-nA Yr )r.>\X ';\\I '1-T J'\\'$"1J\1'l"r '°\'iA )~l" 

, TJql !J•l.. •+ "~)J\AI ll' '.l..)-:':\. '..J)I)\. ;\n .. ~ 

,llil'.J.!>/f ~')(;. .)\',.4,.\1) O'lO.J)\j\ }J')f)C.. x.•.iill Tf 
I';:) u· l\ ~"\':::i, I' ,., t .1.1\ I~? ll.~n.A /;\ l.J'i.. I 

;·>".l.~ " I /r l iD .l. 1T~ A I ~~yr~ ~ J T~ '~ ~TX /pc 
~~I rJW .. I u •:i. (l'.U\\JJ\ l\W h· "1P\l< 

If 'r:-1. p ~ 

"It is customary when a man insults his neighbor 
publicly and after some time seeks reconciliation 
with him, the latter says to him, 'You insulted me 
publicly and now you wish to placate me privately?' 
But the Holy one, blessed 'be He, is not so. Man 
rises and blasphemes in the market place, and tbe 
Holy One, blessed be fuli, says to him, 'Do repentance 
between thee and Ab and l will reeeive thee'.-.. 

l· vid. supra. 
2. PK lG3b. 



As it has al:raady been demonstrated by inference, Israel is the special 

recipient of God's favor through \"\~111.>A • '!'his is specifieally 

brought out by the Peaikta in the tol1owing passage: 

o.;, 'I '.''l.Tt:l:I:) r' '-,y..._ 0 •j,!) 
11

lt. ~\I)' I '..l.-'.J\ ";) 

(.!'• ,, 12·nTJ n 'J-9 x&• x7 1 li}J<. , ::w..>.JI 

_, ll !j ,n l.ir )\ IJ) IJ /1-.l- I I.ii -A i) IOI ~ 

..AI011'f Kil ,r·+x f~ 1t.-/r 11-:>1 
. ,J\lflX. 

"It is w:ritten, 'The Lord will show ;t'avor to thee' 
Nwn. 6, 26, and yet in contradiction it 1~ written, 
'He regardeth not persona' Deut. lO, 17. He who 
does penitence, He shows him tavor. It might be 
interred that ~C)d.•s favor is implied tor all. But 
the text teaches us, •to thee' and not to any 
other people." 

.And the Midrash goes on to make very clear the taot that God's favor 

comes to Iarael but only with 1"'14-f d>..J\ .. l!""or: 

"If they do no repentance, I do not show them 
tavor." 

.And despite this, Israel is overburdened with sin and still tears to 

approach God, and asks:l 

, P' r./nji'I I' :i:1 • i\1~ j) rl 'J.9 f ~'f..11,/}, 1 ~ f\ 
f\Af\ u1r1-11 ~ , i1..l..1li))\ 1Jt-. o.•\ll,}' o"' 

l. PK 160a 
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"I~raeJ. eays be:t.'o:re tbe Holy One• blessed be lie, 
Master o :t' too Uni ve;i:ose, if we do peni tanoe, wilt 
Thou re CEl i ve us?" 

.And the M:l.draah has God anawer in his love for Israel: 

"The repentance ot Oa:l,n I l'eceived and yours 
shall I not accept?•l 

"'l1he repentance of tbe mm o:f .Anatoth • ., .,.2 
1'he repentance of Ab.ab ..... 3 
The repentance ot the men of Ninaveh ••• 4 
The repentance ot Manassah .... t; 
The repentance ot Jeha.nia •••• 6 
I received and yours eball I not aocept. 11 

He even assures Israel that their repentance needs no surety. God 

· accepts it freely at its face ve.lue: 7 

,D'~~I~ i1 l'-4-1 I ;-)"::t.l'f) ·J~~ ti<"\ \j) ( \1(\ )(; 

4-''x. I IJl T '..Y ~ I~ I )'l~l lj).J.. 1-J'( ~ 1 lb I JI ll )(. 

.. 

1. PK l60a. 
2. PK 160b 
3. PK l60b 
4. PK 161$. 
5. PK l62a 
8. PK 1621:> 
7. PK l64b 

11..lllO·iJ 
1
1._'Y f'f l'IJY.J !J'f- i'.:)·"d· 

,"r:Y n,yf IV :Y.J U' X 

•Israel said betore the Holy One, blessed be Ile, 
'Master of the Universe, if we do repentance, 
who will testify for us•, He said unto them, 
'For evil I will need for you testimony; Qut 
for good, I need no testimony tor you'•" 
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In ta.ct, God himeelf, will be their witnesses and aot in their dot'enae 

and the binding of Isaac will be re~mbered in their behalf .l 

?\ j) I \I) j) ~ \l).l.\l) I/)"" x / 
j) f'.J ?))4' I\ 11 ~l I;") ( '1,:) 

0'117 j·.X.\ i'l~ •i-i'r n•t>JDJ 7ln~' flD llJl. 
Th 1 A I\ i) )\ Tl J'\ )( x ' ') I A 1..J {) 0. ~") I lr::::i "T ~ '7 I ' h. 

I 

~ 11? 1 .:> t .J J\ x. , 11 ><1 • " ;1 , x. ·")I) '-' -o n 11 • ~ ;j 
0 (I •.:J...7( y-i)Y I i If) IJ\,. \ \' ~ 

, t\. 1 ~ fl "' ei ;'\ , 'r .Y x7 ~ ~ ~ I 

"lVIay it be 'l'h.y will, 0 Lord, my God, when the 
children of Isaac come to tim3 of trouble and 
no one is present to act in their defense, do 
Thou act in their def.ense, 'the Lord will show•. 
May the binding of their father, Isaac, be 
renembered ooneerni:ne them, and be 1hou tilled 
with m3roy toward them." 

Israel is cleansed by repentance, and the Midrash tlil.lres the V'erse 

from Jeremiah (Thou hope o:t' Israel, the Lord. 17, 13) and translates 

·0 I\' n as a pla~~\ of eleansing waters; 2 

,0 1 Xf'll0i' ./\'A. 'li\t.!)t:\ ,qj) 

,f'X.'\\.JJ' J'\X "liH91) 

71t~Ai'\ 

1{4-p ,1 

"Just as tbi$ i\ \~ ~ oleanl:les the unoJ,ean, so 
will the Holy One , blessed be. He, ole~nae Ia:rael. 11 

Anc!t Israel ia told what great power l'l-11~)\ ha1H;? 

A.1 1 \1-l..' <J'>..Jq Jll' \I) I ,_'j) + "'" IJ)I I·'"' \1.')C.. 
,l11rAAJ 1·0 ,Tn~ 

1. PK l.64b Note (Buber) 
2. PK l57b 
3. PK l63b 
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"Would that I~~el would do repentance but for 
one d&y and they would be rede~med .. " 

This tremeDdoua power ot 0.1Hl>.J\ h constantly stressed. avid is mad,e 

to realize 1 t when he says to God: l 

I \\.'.l.llJ>J\1. ~1riy ~ J\"1-. ll 1'., A ·~1rl~i' \\~ 1 

J\ 'l il.J 1.1J .,.~ 101 u.:i "~ +\J)\I) .u x ·;,rrl l 
I 

~ y~ ~ l I f'\ ::\.. t ~ j) J'1 " l)j t =>-I I \JJI\' r.l " 
, ..}\ , j i..., 11 i"\ t J 1 • ~.)) 

"Ma.ate r or the Uni verse, i:t' you will aecept roo 
in repentance; I lm.ow that Solomon,. my son, 
will arise and build the 'l~mpl e, and build 
the alter, and oi'J."er on it all the aaerificea." 

Adam, too. finds out about the treme;i:i.doua power of :repentance when he 

meets Ca.in:2 

l. PK 156a 
2. PK 160& 

\1r.5 f;(, jll.fJ"--,7"1 n.1;x. L)_ ~.,I.:!>.><..:)\! .1\1~"-'..:> •I I 

I J\ Vl '~ I i'l-l.. I U>J\ '..A I IJ)~ f /\, l.J I Tl. il '1> ;j.) I , 

f y fl~ I \0 11\j) K) ,._, A:t ><. f' 1\->. il l\.j I{) \..Al K1 

0 ~ 1 \l>J\ <f- 1p lln.:J ?\111 ')') ltllXI \'J.9 
~Tl I LAii 11 )(.t 1 

"• ... as he (Oain) went out, he met Adam. The 
latter said to him, 'What was done in your 
case?' He replied, 'I did repentano:> and was treed. 
At that time, Adam slapped his own f'aoe and said, 
• Suoh is the power of 'b ~'"'"'and I did not know'.'' 
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In such high esteem do®s Uod consider those who do repentanee tbati1 

117-~n '')"~~i1 '1J i'Ll.IU>.X i'l\b1,y 1'\i'J) i"\\~ j.:.J~ 
.J\X /),Jl/ l'l 1fw1v-4 111-1-Y Xl1l j~l(J l·"r~ 

I 

,J\IJ'.:\..1ri1 7;J l·f-~ :..\...'ljl~I f\1.tJJI\ 

"How does the Holy One, blessed be He, consider 
him who does repentance? It is as it he went 
to Jerusalem, built there an alter, and offered 
all the aaorifices upon it.n 

n. Joshua. Ben Levi goos so far to say that ,'\..l.I w..). will save your 

children tram future suffering because:2 

A>. f.. \• ~ j'Yl.J \.\)J\.1 o .::> u i AJ\.:)) "\ j' C\ /<.. 

,,b.)~ 1.J.1t O.J 0.:t 7~ ~,) 1 T)1. \'~Yj) 

"It you tear your hear·ts in ,")..l.11/JJ.. you will not 
be tearing the clothes from your sQns and 
daughters." 

For so tremendously great is thlil power and strength of 

that it reaches up to the place of the Holy On.e, blessed be Ha:3 

17 II f.l ;"l~J 1" 1'11 1 D.Tf.. ,of1~ fll> ;\i\Jb 

,f'-l.l!J>)\ +I.I) 0n=> tntt ,n.n1·:;:> J\'=>- I?\ 11.J J\':t. 

;"\ r.;;· )(._J \)) , I I .:t. ~ II x:l'>..:J I~ ..]'\~ ..\ n '° 
~ r ( 0 )T K ,, ,") T 01 + ~" IJ) , i) ~I \I) 

l. PK 158a 
2. PK 16lb 
3. PK 163b 
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"When a man ahoots an ar1•ow, how far can it travel ? 
The distance ot a field in which a Klmr ot seed 
can be sown or perhtilps two Khurim, but so great is 
the. power of "'.:l~hbJ\ tba t it reaches up to the 
~one of Glory, as it is said, iReturn, O Israel 
(}!:[>) .!Q the Lord '.£1hy God."' 

Man 9 s phY,sicial pooers cannot begin to approxi~ te the tremendous 

spiritual power ot 0:::i..,1"~""' , the great act ot human ereativenestih 

- 71 ... 



Israel is the Chosen people ot Geil. 1'he Pesikta abounds with 

stories, explanations and descriptions Of the unique relationship 
~ 

taat exists between Israel and God. 11his, as has been noted in the 

introduction, 1 has been dealt with exhaustively elseWhore. In dis-

cussing Israel and her relationship with God, our Midras~ reveals 

to us many interesting conceptions of the 'relationship between the 

ehosen pee>ple and the other peoples of the world. 

It is brought out ma:ny tms that it is roost natural that the 

Holy One, blessed be He, should select Israel rather than. any 

other nation because, after all, only Israel chose to accept the 

Torah which was freely ottered to a.11 tb.e oth.erw first, be.tore ~"'\, C" 
Iara.el had an opportunity to say, "We will do and we will obey." ~ ~ 

~.-· ~.'VJ_ i _v v 0'· 
In tact, we are ini'orrood in one passage that the nations ot the ~""lt.t£, 

world aetualll t'led t':rom Sinai, something that Israel could also have '1 

done but did not. 

l. Vid. page 3 

••P•••u~ """""'" • • ~ • ••I"•"•-
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ot1jn J\lf:\11\ tr::> 1ri1i l:) 1 

• ii') 1 J\ \ J\ n a 1 ' i " ·~i.. ·I' 'il ~ ~ 1r o 
,10 'rK1VJ· /1' t\.)' 

~so the peoples of' tho world f~sd betore 
the Holy One, blessed be He, on the day 
of the giving of the Torah.. Even Israel 
could have done ro • " 

The result theretore is that God makes Israel his people and Moses 

is made to say as if' surprised: 2 

l.J \.:)..) f "' .i·11 il ~!)'r \l\lJ b ll'l(( 
I "/7 v 'w .n 114 r<\ u· ..)) i 'J) ~ ,A 1" 1 ~ 
I:?~ ""'I \.LJ 1 1T-.)J ~ '-r'f\ .:J 1 J~ n 11.n1' 

" •• ,Master of the wor.ld, of all the aeventy3 
peoples that are yours, you command me 
only with regard to I era.el. " 

And as it God were answering Mosea, we f'ind auoh passages as:4 

{lJ)i~ If... W-1 I 

11

ll ~J f\ 1 1~ ))J\ '/\ ~x 

, '7\ ~ ~ r ?\ )!I .JI l..J , , ·1 ~ 

11 I:t.' you~Israel) are my witness, I am 
the ;ti0x cL. And if you are not my wi tne as • 

/·1r"fs as if I were not the Lord." 
¥"'1' ~~·#'it' •. ~~ 

1. PK. l03b 
2. PK. l&a 

\ 

5. There a.re always •seventy peoples" in Jewish ethnography. 
4.. PK. l02b 
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and:l 

- ~~-~--·-~~ - -·-- --- ------ -- . - ' 

7 o , I\\ 1' µ_ ~ \ ~ i x1 K , -n J1 K 11 
, Q.J ~ ~ i) n n 7 c 7' \JJ 1,y '1.> • fJ 

I ii VJ I.) (\\I) l~ ~ 11•1\..) 

"And not only that, but all who war 
with y0u in this world, 1 t is a.s if 
they were making war with iv.e.n 

So great is the tie that exists between God and Israel. So tar 

away are the nations of the world from Israel• s position. 

The distinction between Israel and the other peoples is well 

established. It is clearly brought out that God separated th9m 

a.way from the peGples a.s one would. separate so~thing tine from aom -

thing unwor·thy. Israel' liJ pre-eminence ethically and morally is 

established.2 

i I 'T:LX I 11 1~ I 0 1\JJ Ill' ,)1 OJ\'' j\ I ,f\J\ ~ 111 '1 

Xnn'1 OIOl. 111 1 '1 (i"~';,~.,, .. ,,µ.•f)~"j) I~ Q:;J.j\/(. 

'r·1~ 1 1 AK i ?·x, 111.:i." ·1''1i.LL -j)· .:ft'..1..i11 X.J ~o 'i 
J) 'bd rn 1 fl' µ,N 11 ;<Jr I a J r-i iin~ i'I J"I m 1 ~ 

;\lj)\j) i)1:J, ~·r.1~ T'\ JD (\.)j))( 'T'T~l\I I f\'7 ~ 
D~'\IJ~~ 7.:J:::i.. 

11\>\, -il~I i'\ \ll ilD'i1.J\~ Y'l\l 

, )-"'l).l.l ,\J\l/Jl1 pi ,-i1'ix: /11 l.'.J I'll~ 1rJ\.l IO· 

l. PK. l67a 
. 2. PK. 468. 

1 \ j I Ai I I lj) \I)' Tl.I , jJ\ 1' ~~).J ( }""') '0'\''.t I 

''' ',ll.11'.l.f'-ll 

... 74 .. 



I 
I 

"R• JAvi began: '.And ye shall be holy unto Me, 
eto. t 'and l have set you a.part from the peoples' 
Levi t. 20 1 26. R. Yudon. in the name of :a. l.lal);tt 
bar Hanina an.d R. Berahya in the :name of R. Abahu: 
It He said, I will separate the peoples of the 
world from you, there could have bean no existence 
for the peoples of the earth. But •and I have set 
you apart from the peoples' this ia like setting 
apart the beautiful frOlll the evil •••• ~. Ishmael 
said, In all her actions, I~rael differed from 
the peoples o t the Wol'ld : In her ~ thod s o:t 
plowing, sowing, gathering, leaving the O!ool' in 
the tie iq.; in the treading place , in the tll.re sh .. 
ing floor and in tbe wine-press ••• " 

Because Israel was oo:mmanded not to plow with an ox and an as3 

~ogether;l not to sow diverse seeds;2 not to reap the corners of 

the tield; 3 to leave the forgotten Omar in the tield for the needy;4 

not to muzzle the o:x: in the treading place; 5 and to give liberally 

to the treed slave from the th;ueahing floor and the wine-press. 6 

Bu.t Israel is supel'ior and mo:re worthy than the na.t:lons of the 

w0rld not only because ot her ethical and mC>ral supremacy but al$o 

because ~recognize$ God as the source of all blessings and pointa 

out to the Al~ghty that s~8.l.one of all tbe peoples ot the world 

otters banedicti,ons and than.Its to Him tor His bounty. 

l. Deuteronomy 22, 2. 
2. Ibid• verse 9. 
5. Iaviticus 19, 9. 
4. Deut. 24, 19. 
5. Ibid. 25, 4. 
6. Ibida 15, 14. 
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I 'Ki 11 1r,:) 1 i<: I ll \1l 11 ~' ~ 11 J\ 1 n / x I 4 x 
o. fl IJ.J 7 I'- 1 '1> 1 t 'r '/\. . . . , 0:1 .:::n.'.l D 

,D 'J).J..~ l Q 1 'r.Jl l\ 

•".•these are the peoples of the wor~.d, 
who eat without making a blessing ••••• 
these are the people of Israel wh@ eat 
and make blessings. 11 

I 

Israel also points out that the peoples of the world have lllruly 

festivals just as fj~ has; but the way these festivals are 

cenlm3morated are ve~y different. And the difference demonstrates 

the greater worth of Is:ttael.2 

,a 1 ~t11D Q'~' A\)ty l\.:i..1Q ;)J)~ Qtzl~ti J)IL'tl)<.. 

1.xi/r l 'OJ .).J\ 1 ~'H\l~·I U 'J'llQJ tf~~''t\ \~ 
?Jl Ill' I' 't) \Y -J r.J L -" I' o '111 ;i •.JU..1 I J\I' \9 1 ~ 

l\J'~ ,j..)1 u·x ?t-.1\0 1 7:i.x 1 Jµ,\;i~p.i.1 Ai\'1111 
,O'l'lf.llJ>I ,Q 1J\IVI P'~.)~XI ,/l'::t.li.O 0. 1 ~1 1 Pi'T \.J\IJ 
f.l':l.1~1 1 J\/\LJY1't:l ~trl J\l'bJ.J 'j\:J.~ \'DJ~.JI 

, D ' ~ 't> 11':) i. 0 I:.)_ 1 r.i I ..]\ {1.9-1'\ ::i. 
I I 

nYou give many holidays to the peoples Qf 
the world and they eat and drink and act 
licentiously and go to their theaters and 
circuses and they anger Thee with their 
words and their deeds. Bu.t Israel does not 
do so. You give them holidays; they eat, 
drink and rejoice and they go to their 
synagogues and houses of study, and they 
inerease prayers and they increase a,ddi­
tional prayera •••••• n 

l. PK. l90b. 
2. Pk 190 a and b. 
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:Look hew ditterent1y we rear our sons, Israel point~ out. 11.b.ey 

bring them u,p to worship :l.dols; while we a.et in. 'l'hy honor.l 

1'\i1 ;1Jt Ii. 011f lf'U il.J"\X,i'11..)Ji) J\1.1.'il)( 
'1 1 T,.\ll ,J)•ll'r:i. 1~1-rA~I ,i1'n~ lt l".lln 

'7:J...t<. JU'~J/41 )'fl.I) f'~ J'l':J.J kY1°1f.l i\li1 
,10\ )+ U f)P. T[)f\f )J11J ilJ'\)<_ jl ~ ~JC'!~· 

11.'.:).l. .Ktll P.>\1 , l.J\l A 7t!J i:l'D 1 "n Tl.JH~ x111 

tJ..:lJ f.:) •'11 ~ X\11 '711'..A f) , ll I' A' \bt11/r liYllD 
, '/.:\\I I 'n l • 7»).'.J.. l ::JI J..l':)l ,-J\ \\JJYTi'.) ~::\.11 J\ l' OJ.:> 

"If You give to one of the peoples of the 
ea.rtl1 a son, he stretches out his :f.'oreslcin; 
be rears him to wear a wreath; he leads 
him to his houses of idol worship and angers 
thee, But if you grant a son to one of 
Isl.'&el, be waits eight days and c1.reumcises 
him; if ho is a firstborn, he redeems him 
at thirty days; he rears him and lead~ him 
to the synagogues and houses of study; and 
he praises i 1hee daily.••'• 

~bese peoples of the world are said to rejoice when Israel sins 

and God punishes them. It is as if a favorite child does wrong and 

is chastised; the other children take a great delight. .And ijO we 

find the Midrash telling us that in order to confound the joy ot 

the peoples at Israel's sin and pun.islun@nt, God even minimizes the 

sin of the worship of the Golden Calf and finds Israel guiltless. 

The whole incident is dismissed by God after an exmtrlnation into tbe 

matter. l'he story is related ot a Matrona2who was suspeeted of doing 

wrong with one ot the nobility. The kin8- searched out the matter and 

oa.me to the oonolusion tbat the Matrone. was innooen;. What did the 

1. PK. l~Oa.. 

2. PK. 6'7b 
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King do? He made a great feast and plaoed the m.e.n against whom the 

charge was ma.de a.t the head of the table that all might see that he 

was considered guiltless. Our Midrash tells us God did the same 

with Israel.1 

'rt(11JJ• J\l\ Q. 1 J1~ u'\~ hl\l.) 1S>7 'l.) 
,rt1~1) J\K n,J\·v~ un1' 14·c1t n•1n1x1 

, IJJ~ l4 lli):t /\S~ J\11, R.'r.lTl. ,"'\':i.:rj) yT::U 
1J\LYl..1 ~ i1 t.:Jlr VJ~r 1 HLJ .. i'l l)J,y .J l·)' ~ t 

'}IA I \~ I IC \lJ:i,:,) lY\ .11 \I) , ,.·'" i' 

••so because the peoples o:t' the world 
charged Israel and said that they had 
made them the Calf, the Holy One, 
b+eaaed be He, searobed the matters out 
a.nd found nothing. Therefore he made 

. the ox first of the animals that are 
sacrificed, as it is written, • •• an 
ox or a lamb or a goat'." 

But, after all, sin must not go unpunished; and so H. Joshua warns 

that sin on l$rael•a part causes the peoples of the world to rejoice; 

aud not only that, but Israel's sin places her in the power o:t' the 

,.,~ 2 ot.uur peoples. 

l. PK. 7fb 
2. PK. l2b 

tY..11/)1 l'r'X 11..I Pf.H)J) "l',.~ /X .)! Oii ~I') 
,0''11--'r ¥.1 1"'1 ll'Ul'l/J\l\'911 01 l:)l'f.T 100\ 

I '°"'~If\ \"'° j' Kl.Pin 1f\-ivJ1
../) f\)1\()1. 

I )-;1 l- rr .::r..Y \tJr.l I 
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"B. Joahu.a eaid, 'Righteousness emlteth 
a nation; but sin is a reproach to any 
people', Pr. 14, 34. 'Righteousness ex­
alteth a nation•, this is Israel, 'but 
sin is a reproach to any people' :rooans it 
gives pleasure to the peoples of' the woz•ld.. 
For when Is~ael sinsi she is enslaved by 
them." 

I 

Israel, however, ubservea her lot. ~'rUe, she is chosen of God. 

True$ she is loved by God and is precious to Him. But why, she asks, 

do these peeples who violate God's laws prosper, while she, obeying 

God's eommand:roonts, suf:f'ers.l 

In faet, the Midrash tells us that the peoples of the world 

egg Israel on to this expression; but at their atta.ek Israel onee 

more expresses her faith in God .,2 

1 J\~ T-Y ,n11i b')~1i<l irK1tV''r 1010 ;i'ix 
~.;)'J'\tll?DJ 1HJJ\UI, b~ 1 i'l'rl\ fr.Y Q1J)'Om f:).J\f.. 
/4J'>r ~ (\ 1.:1.;'.2) ('\l f\ l~ ~ ;)t:l.J I 1·~.y )'X)f\JI I 1•f..Y 
\'t>.Jl"f 1/J,JJ\X I.JI\ j>\l>lj)I ,l.J 1-'f.Yi\p:Jt 1x1.i 

'J\:4-.Lr j'bJ.:u 11\11/J•I ·l'Y-i'~ 1 \DllDb 1 XI 11::rrnXI 
I l + j"ll p I J-)'o r1~ u l I Si l\J.111~ '.).,~I .J\I' b.J.:l 

I ,fl I ':).:Yi'\ I p. :) J\ /\ I "" "'I ,.9 " I u..:) ' ~ A I.JI 'J !> I 

(:lJl1°J Pi''I) ''l.~l U;)J\J\ 'J'l'·'l:J. J\/\ 1 JllQ•~-j'll A'JJW. . , r r.l {).J.JH~, 

l. PK. 119b. 
2. PK. l39b.· 
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. » • ..,~ :nations of the world point out to Israel 
a.n.d say to them, how long will yeu wa.i t upon 
your God? And give your souls up tor Him? 
.And be slain. for Hi,.m? How much trouble He 
brings upQil rou. how much eontempt and pain he 
b:r.•ings to y~. O<mMr> tc> us and we Will make 
for y¢u commanders, preteoturea and paved ways. 
And Israel goes to the synagogues and houses ot 
study and takes out the book of the Torah and 
reads in it, 'And I will have re!3pect unto you, 
and make you trui t:t'ult and mUl tiply you; 
and will establish My covenant with you•, J'.iav. 
28, 9 ; and. she is eom;t'orte d. tt 

Her faith ia strengthened when @he is told that her day must come. 

i'b.is is the day of E111au. but J'~oob'flJ day Will eventually arrive. 1 

, 111-1..\J).. }1'Jl::t~ 11v~ t'1> 11d~i> /Y':lt l::> f=> 

111x ~·-rw , n<:nl.J)~ :\...i'~' "r'1> nix l,'~ 
I ::i:.-r~' 7 \)) 11 IX L'lbY!)J)j 'l\J/..l' 1 

"While Esau's light brightens the worl~, 
.Jacob's light is not uncovered. But 
when Eeau'a light will set, Jacob's 
light will be revealed • " 

And. when that day arrives, Israel will receive her reward tor her 

fa:!. thfuJ.neas~ The nations of the world Will look t0 Israel's holy oi ty, 

Jerusalem. 2 

bJ ~ lr• lYf ..]) I W~f n.' rylj) 11' ;YT 'J'l ..)I 

,i1')1~7 )':JJTI)~ )'li' 1 J:\'rl~'j) Jl\~l)t\'T 
(',j "o ii'\?') rl 1J\t ll'l l;)?-111 I :ti..)10 ,H:il 

l. PK. 64b .. 
2. PK. l44bo 

... 80 -

I 
I 
I 



"In the fu.tUl·e, .Tel'Usalem shall be a torch 
for the nations, and they shall walk by its 
light, as it is said, •And na tlona shall 
walk at thy light.• Isaiah 60, 3.n 
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Tranliillation of verses from the Bible are taken 
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