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Foreword. 

Arama as a pb.ilos0pher does not r_a.nk ver.·y high. He was not capable 

of a systematic synthesis of philosophy of Judaism.He summed up however in 

himself the thought 8 and ideas of great minds who have labored in different 

fields of speculation.He culled from @reek sources as well as Arabian learning, 

alike~While it is true that the influences of Jewish minds such as Ha Levi Maim< 

onide~ and the Kabbalists of his day are much in eviden1oe,a presentation of . 

the literary personality of o:mr author must take into acooknt also such influ 

ences that are lass evident.It is because he was not an original thinker that s< 

mu.ch has to be said. by way of h~torical explanation .'Aramas 'view point or more 

correctly viewpoints ~are be~t understood in the light of an exhaustive histor 

ical acc~,nt which purposes to detail the thought_movements leading up to 
/' 

tAf spirit manifested by Ar.am a. For this reason I have written a rather lenghty 

introductiem.I in·tended to give e, litera,l transl_ation of a few sermons. This 

and homiletics. 



Int J'.'oduc ti on. 

'l'"'hn-. v Allegorical Method of inerpretation of Scripture appears 

wherever a conflict ari se:3 between the interpretor and the Text 

.t'1 to be interpretftect. It is a method to wh:i.ch men have had re-
, 

/ 

a course whenever ,their Holy Books which contained their beliefs 

and sentiments were made the object of satire, b~ critics. In 
~ 

order to retain the sacred inher'i tance its I~41J-:l:,.4,.on from 

intellectual attc~ck was necessary. 'Ihis method is the invenL:i.on 

of trd.snecessity. Any intei:•pretation. of' a custom or• word 
1 
'becomep 

sacrocl by tradition
1
which seeks to harmonize a newer thought 

with that expressed in that custom or word is a manifestation 
/ 

of a mind struggling betwoen truth empirtwally ~~-~(Jptab1e and 

sentiments made untenable. Sem1t1ment~ yG'".mac:le s tronc; by the 
c.v 

at tachm0n-L of' psychologi c f ar:;ric, w:L 11 persist. It is a true 

observation that made by James regarding the sensi U.veness of 

some who_ are aaid~::uffer great mental ac;ony when l.abor:Lng under a 

conflict of ideas, Both hi story and psycholocy uay sue cessftL ly 
r 

bi:-; called upon to prove this. i:t th the corning of Greek phyloso-

phy there came also the Allegorical Method of interpretation. 

Belief and speculative thought represent the two forces at work 

in the growth and progress of c:LviJ.11.rnation. 'l'he two are alvmys 

present in and ncessa.cy to the nor·mal life of human:i. ty. 'rhey are 

the conservative and the radical forces in ever} cormmmt ty. The 
(fv.. J9. 

worl<: of .harmonization is tr1e attempt u:t'tcl-€H' part of those possessing 

a larger vlew to retai.n the old in the new garb, to make the old 

fu1ction under the new conditions. 'l1he past v;i th its achievements 

may always be found to possess [-Wmething of value and worth, ~ 



,A I-~ to· c\~~Je:i:;ve · t.r.1i s valuable and wo.rtl1ful something 'for the banefi t 

of'-·bhe.-~·-·ltff€- 1 ~ allogor:i. cal method has be cm adopted at all 
/ 

times. It is a way of rationalizing which ancient and medieaval 

m:;m .found most helpful to him in his explanation of things. 

The allegorical method then, is primarily a result of external 

force makint~ itself felt i'n tt.1.·e· J.if.~e~ of~ ,~ c "L f 4 • • • - ~ p~op. e o a corGa1n c~V~li· 

-~a.ti.on. 
CL 

It is 1{1 the nature of a cu'mcession which tha-t people 

must make in order to retain as much as possible oI' its own life 

and thought. 

But in the case of biblical e;(.er:;esi s as p:racU. ced by 

ancient Jewish allepor•J'.qt,0, t 1~ d · L · ,_ ~ · he :me ~1.10 J.B an anBwe:r ·· o i.:.1.n 1nner• 

demand, a product of the living ppirit of the Jewish people. 
~ 11 '.L'he protti-s. and t""fie poetic portions of scripture must be stmhed 

in the :Light of this spirit. Also because ~ this spirit it is 

that Pldlo amploys the mystic teachings of t.i1e Alox<indrian E3c.hoo1 
( 1) . 

for allG£~,or>ical use. 11 'l'hat spir:i.t in the Jew is his idealisation 

of things, h:i.ra love " for the abstract implication" in the text. 

F..xampleG gf this spirit are to be found uvery Y.'here. 'I'he l:i.terary 

rolrtc• p. . .. I..> are ftlJed with J:10rrur• nt thG absence of tll6 ideal in the 

religious practiues of the Jowish peoplo of their day. Sacrifices 

without tho purtfying of'fect that ought to follow was as nouL:ht 

befor•c God. The letter of the law lllithout the spi1•i t was never 

0
] tocn·Ll--E'r "CC'"'pt~ (A.. c-:1 \:.:::;t .J.J.""'.,,. LA. G ~f 'l'he prott"ts :i.nvest0d. religious vocabulary 

of their day with ideal and spiritual sicnifigance. (2) 

1. 

0 ,.., . 
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<II' ,,-~ 
~L'he1 r·PLrd.louophi c insight compelled them to render such an 

interpretation of history of their people that 
• (JJ.-

.:i.nstecJ. of :the 

narrow ~Jat-ional conception of a God inseparab:~y bound up with 
I 

a co:ctain people and a certain land, a un:i.versaJ. God, the Father 

of all, was the result. An example of the ideolizlng ppocesD 

at work in a :Later cl ny is the chanc;ing of the name of the c:l ty 

of Luz to Beth-El. .( 1) The Habbini c interpretation of' the name 

o:E' Lu;::; is at;ain evidence of' tho continued functioning of th:ls 

idealizing spirit of the Jews. 

rrhe appearance of .Philo is therefore quite in lrnopJng 

l "· vii th the natural spirit of the J·ewit'lh genluu. '.rhe termanlogy 

alone is borrowed, the spirit is his own as a Jew. His excellence 

and superiority as a Platonist is due to that native phil~~iliic 

tendency in the Jew. It is fard to believe that without t~is 

intuitive Jewish spirit Philo could have so successf~lly applied 

GPeek thought to Jewif!h principlen. 'l'be '.Dbeory of Ideas lo 

known in the Phi1oc.ophy originated in Greek 

thought; but it may safely be said that this ide~ lay dormant 

and wa~ implied in Jewish teachitigs, ready to be elaborated at 

time. moBt Jev;j_;3h; its unconsc:Lous fonnu-· 

lation is to be found in the preachines, poetry and sayincs of 

Jews of an early date. The allegorical method as far as the Jews 

are concerned cw~rn as a neceuoi ty of the inner phllosc)phi c spirit 

of the Jewish people. It was not a means by which a tottering 

edifice, the glory of a glorious par:;t, was ket~-~: from utter collapse. 

(1) C' . l{}'lc\· ronesis- I/' 

'Z 
<) 

... ' 



. ' 
'}/ 

Torah was never -!· thr-ea: treni ng to 

fall as did tne H~meric Gods, 

This is true of Philo as well as the ancient allegor

:Lsts Of the 'I'almud. 1rhe/ j'l))o li.J./? l<l/'7"1' 
11 wero Palenti.rdan teachers 

who developed their method of allegorical interpretation indo

pend~nt of exter'n:,:i.1 tnfluences. '.L'lieir allee;;orical interpretation 

of anthropomorphic expressions about God vrns the :naturo.l r'EHoult 

of their strict and pure monotheism and of their conception of 

God as an incor'povoal being. 11 (l) It is not e~:tablished that 
~ 

.J'l\'ll'o/.l!'I 1w'1 • of the Talmud W-<*.S the product of Jl.~ .. exandrian 

cuJ.ture. U;) The underlying conc0pt:L on of the Rabbis :in tho 

matter of Biblical exegesis was that the Torah, embbdying 

God's plan for man to live by, ccntalned all possible ideas and 

teach:LngB ( 3) A wide range of exporience is necessary to a 

reasonable apprecia U.on of ~depth and truths of the jorah. 

Any interpreata:lon of Scripture leading to ethical enricl':iment 

carries with it a stamp of approval from God himself, (4) It matte 

net iV two men rendered a text differently; both wer~ correct if 
/ 

their intcrpre:tatons were in the interest of/vital truths. ( 5) 
.. , ... - ......... ~ ....... -~ ............. ,-·-~··-----.. -~ .. ~ ... --.. ,.~ ............. -.......... ,..,. ___ ... _~--- ... - ............. ,_ ............ _.. .... -........ _,,,,, ______ ................ -,.,~I ...... ... ~.-........ _ ................. ,,,. ............ "' ... ,,~ ...... ~-r ...... ,,,.. .................. ~., ...... ~ ... -

1. Lauterbach-Jewish Quarterly Review-January 1911 

2. Es gibt abor lrninen Grund, das horniletlsche Genr·e d.er 

auf aJ.exandx1ian ZIE'Uck zufuhr>en. Die .c•:L ch.tung auf die oth-
I--·-· 

:L sche Hebune; dE~~ Indi viduu;:w :Lst z1r~--~_ndest obenso jucl.L Bch 

wie e;riechi sch"" Neumark, J.i'er.;tschrift zu Maybaumn ?fJ Geburt-

tag. 

3. P:i.r;ce Abot 17J-- 11'11)-r 7)-:J..- 19 ill i1-::J...l"CJ;? 

4, J j It> t.J ,, (}) r'J i, ,., :J s /J j -t~ -to C..0-VU ~ ~ (L...J. ~l-·~ ·~, 
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l\,v1 th such a concopti on of' God 1 s rev;C:La t:i.- i~he Habbi s 

considered n_o thought, if :Lt carried an importar:t t1•uth1 f'o,ro:Lgn 

to the Torah. The thought howe~er, had to be in k~eping with the 

teachings about One God~ It was because of their philosophic 

insight and lovo of :Lclealization that they welcomed th!il.i.r now 

ideas no mattor f1·om what source. 'I1ho:Lr' allegorical or• any 

other method of interpreation of Scripture is a manifestitation 

of the. workJ.n~~~of their inner spirit. Not the influence of an 

Arist~tle, Plato or Pythagoras made an allegorical interpretation 

necesaary; raLher the truth is that these influences striking 

the minds of men wl th the love for abstr·actions made po:::!.si ble 
I 

(V 
a furthur deepening of the word· of God. Hence the process of 

assimilation of new ideas went on without the accompanyine result 

of the absorption of the Jew. 'I' cl)\, re._. her•e never· wo.s umer part of' tLe 

Habbi£1 an entire acceptaLce of a philosophic idea at the .:acri-

fice of another idea essential to Judiasm.· 
~ 

Always ..a tendency w:~-..s 

in the direction of spiritualizing the new idea and making it 

appear a product of the Jewish civilization, habbi Jochan~may 

.'"'!P.V'EJ, Dl.E"",,'?nt tc) ,.,. y t 11' Q ve ,, ·• 111'110· W1'··.,e'DL i-e '""l'd• nwh'l"evc·r y··-, .lJ ,, :<. .:> ;o-:. .C ,L 1CJ • l',:J lH . 0 '1 l. hJ GC , , e . , , -; . 1.) l.:. 

./ meet wi tll. the nH:.t.gnifi~;f:O:ce of the Holy God, blenGecl be He, there 

wilt thou meet with His hTu'1lillty: 'rJ:ds rule is written in the Law, 
1-<>/~?.r-t' ttfl.(G.ti_r.::r 

/ repeated in the Prophets, and a third time in the Hagiographa . 
.-.-.. ,,, ..... _.---~··---- ~··-·--~·-.~,·-· -· 

In the Law it is wri ttcm 1 for the Lord Your God 1s God of God.c:i, 

the Lord of Lords, a great God, mighty and terrible, who regardeth 
,.{ J,. 

not pe'rsons, not tairnth a bri~le'. And immediately after, it is 

wri t"Len 'Ho cioeth him food and roJA'iment'. It iB repeated in the 
-:........, _ _,,...,....- ·-

Prophets, as it is written 1 :for thus saith the Hig~ and Lofty One, 

who inhabi to th eternity, and vrhose. Na.me :L.s holy; the high and lofty 

place wi 11 I inhabit; and vd. th the contrl te and humble of spirit; 

to revt ve the spi ri. t of the hwHble; and to animate the l1 eart of 

5 
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the cl~r:L to'. 

,[. 
It is a third time repeated in ~na Hagio£rapha 

aB it is WPitten 'Sing unto God, Chant hymns to hi.s Name, extoll 

him who rid.eth upon the Heavens, praise him by his name, Yah, and 

ro j oice bofore h:Lr., 1 And :imrnediately aft el' it is Wl'.'i t ton, 'a Father 

of t.he fatherless, and a Judge of the widows, :Ls Goel in his holy 

hab j. tat ion ! " N:i.ether the idea of God as·· supreyne and ;cajeGtic, 

far rr-:nwved fr·om man, who disdains contact witl1 earthly man, 

nor the oppostte idea of God as having b.is abode on earth with 

interests only in things, an idea which was common to Pagan Gr•eece, 

wke~~ acceptable to Judiasm in its entirety. The Jewish philosphic 

outlook welded the two ideas into one, and made God both far and 

Lear to man. God is transcendent and immanent according to the 

conception of the best minds of Jewish history. Man was responsible 

:for his act to God and society. Hence the prayer runs 11 May the 

Lord, our God be with us as He was with our Fathers. ( 

Eabbi s, comme:it1ibing on ~ 2;3: 29 make the ~ Law as it devel-

opB ever.:." where, have its rootG in God who is the source of morality. 

( l) T11ei:r at ti tucle towards lu10wleclge wan such that they endeavored 

to make the Torah champion all that was eternally true and good. 

Also Rashi and Iitn Ezra, al though lovers of the literal 

meaning of' scriptu~e havemade use of the allegorical method of 
~~4 

interprea ti.on. ~~he Song· of E3olomon, HaDhi f'o llowing Habbi .Aki ba1 

interprets allegorically; while f~]zra makes :i. t a story of the 

incUvid.ual :!lind and :lts connection w:'Lt.l; @eneral mentality. 

Not because of .Arabian-Gree l{ Phi lorwphy, but ra tl:lGr because 

of his inborn J~wish spirit of philosophysine, Saadia is able to 

to develop a philosophico-al:i~§?:r._~c_al~ treat,·wnt of Scrl,pture. 

~1~:· .. ;-~--~>r. 0~~--~~~ ~-1,-;--·~--;-;·~·;;~-;f 'J--·-~ ~-.. ; .. ·1;·'"p·~-~-; ..... -~~:r-;.~ !> fl YJ 
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I•'eoling that the distinctive ,Jewish teachings might rmi'fer at the 

hands of men, who , though Jews and phllosophers yet are not fully 

o,_,nversant with tb.e spir•i t of the Torah, Saadia limits the use 

of a·llegori sm ( l) Sol?m.on ibn Gab:lrol al::'o, :Ln h'i:; exegesis fre

quejtly made use of the allee;orical inter'pre~.ation. Parad:Lse i~:i 

the world invisible; the Garden , the visible world of the pious. 

The river going forth out of Eden isuniversal matter. Its force 

separating streams are the four elements. .Ade.rn, Eve and the 

;:;,erpent rep:reser1t the three souls; Adam, the rational soul, Eve 

the animal soul
1
and the Serpent the vegetative. The vegeXtativo 

souls cleaves to materialism, even at the serpent must eat of the 

dust of the earth. Saadia's work is aarried on and expanded in a 

great outbu::bs_t of ,Jewish genius wbi ch showed. i tr.., elf most br·illiantly 
(1... 

in tl1e 11 Guido of the Perplexed" of Maimonides, t-fie. mom .. unental work
1 

the culmination of mediaval Jewish philosophy. Also to Maimonides 

the Bible contains metaphysical teachings. They are hidden beneath 

an allegory and are meant only for the more learned. To Maimonides 

the Bible is not only the standard of all wisdom, but it is "the 

JJ.,. • A t . i t . f l d. II 1v1ne n·,J.c pa :i.on o mman i":ocovery . God, has there....An "multi-

pl:led Vi Bi ans and spoke.,_ in simili tudes 11 (2) That Maimonides 

has so succeGl:lfully :Lnteryvoven G1,eek thought wlth Pevel&.tional 

truth is not surprising. The unconscious philorrnpl1ic spirit of the 

Jew manifested :i.t~~elf in him to a ve1·y large degree. His outlook 

is a direct continuation cf the ide;,~l1zinr;; proc0sEJ Btartod in the 

hoary past of Jewish history. 

7 



---~-----.-~--------- --'--------

fltrter Mi amonides phi 1osopl1ical iiJ.legori sm-~ffered a halt 

at the handr:J of consc:n·vati.sm;• but f:Lnds an outlet in m.y~>t:i.cal 

allegorism of which the Zohar is the cJ.ar.rnical worl-r. Nachmanides 

and Bachyah both speak highij: of the e.dvantages of the mystic 

aLegori sm. While o.dmitti ng the med.ts of the l:i.teral meaning 

( W IV'!) ) of the philo;~>ophi cal all@gcri sm ( -r l'J 7 ) , and of expoEi ti on 
/ 

( ~,-r), 
.t<'. 

tl'it)y -claim that 01.1.ly in Kabbala ( -r I lJ ) ii:; thei-r. light. 

'I'rrn ratinnal:lsm. of Miamonide;c: gave. birth to the mysticism of the 

po st-Miamonidean age. Betwae.n the tvrn stands Isaac Ararna, the sub
~(,,l ef 

,/ ject of this. t:reatment, He represents the ,;:lwakening of phi losoph-

ical allegorism, which while laboring under the influence of mys-

tisj.sm is an exposition of scripture on philosophic ground. Lilrn 

Philo, Arama makes Sarah, the mi.stress, the '.forah; ller handmaid 

Hagar, philosophy. Philosophy has often tried to flee from and 

take the place Of Divine inspira\t:lon; but she is finally convLnced 

that it is better for hGr to be the servant of Sarah. In the light 

,of the philosophyzing tendency native to the Jew7s11 spirit, we can 

/ apprc,ciate Arama' s exposl.tlons of scriptural naJf.atives. 

8 



Hi:::; Life and the Spirit of' His Age 

The beginnings of great men are interesting to all those 

who adm:Lre greatness. We long to know to what extent man, by 

j nature imperfect, can attain perfection. In the case of Rabbi 
i 
l I so.ac Arama, hi 'c; beginnings are not known. We do not know to 
1~ 
l~ what extl'rn.t the elementB of tie r>©di ty w'ere re :sponsi ble for· his 
Id 
f{ 

P. greatness. We know little or nothing about the fortunes of his 
~ 
~ 
~ par•ents. We know that the name of hi's father was Moses. The'.exact 

( 

pl::rneoi.i.t'nd. date of his birth are not known. It is bel1eved that he 
~ 

was born Dome wheI'e in the nort:! of Spatn at the ei1ld of' the fLftoei':l:th 

century. •11 his however, is known
1
that from his very early life 

Isaac was under> the lnfluence of ~:a1mucUc lore. France and Spain. 

were the homen of many a Jew who had:@. grown old in purrm:l t of the 

knowledge of tk1e Tomxh. Arama 1 s first f:teld of labor was in the 

city of Zamora an the river Douro, the provi.nco of Leon. (1) rrhePe 

he expounded rabbiDic law.(2) From there he was called to Tara-

gona on the coast of the M~diterranean Sea of the Catalonian District 

then under the dominion of Aragon. From there he went to Fraga, 

which lies more to the north. At a J..arge expense the Jewis.h com.munQ 

:Lties brought Arama fr·om ~earragoniai 0... proof of tl:i.0ii-- 3.dr11iration 

of his unique abilities (3). His desciples followed him where ever 

he went. At Fraga they suffered for wani of necessities of life; 

the Jewish community bei.ng ra-:r;cl pl'essed with the heavy taxes lev-

ied upon them by the l~ing. Much to the disappointment of Arama 

they were compelled to reuui:•n to the place f ~·om whi cl1 they carnc. 

·c-~-;1~1;-·~-~,?~.;-;·--~·:;.-;'3-n"--F--;.., ,,:;·;b;··-;;-,;-,,;1;··;;-·:·· I'p ~~·-·:··-- .. --~ --~. ---··-····-·· .. 
2. ~ L (>b-rpi) 
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'I:he rl11y 

i "part f{ls 

• great soul~ seeks to communicate wit1"hther so'il!.ls; to 

own experiences. In the spiritual realm, hones~ ox-
v 

change soems to be the law od life. Deprived of his greatest .joy 

of being surPoundc:-ld by clbsciples, Isaac sought and found. a now 

channel for his activities. His own comrnunj.ty consisting of men/ 

ti1emselves great in Jewish learning
1
were oageri to l:Lsten to expos-

i tlon~ of 'f almudi c l,aw. On days of great asf_;embJJ.e s, therefore, 

on Sabbatl1s and Holy Days, Arama delivered serrndms logical in 

czmstruction and philosophical tn content. In the true spi:ri t 

of a servant of God, Arama betoclt himself to the tash: of fam...; 

iliariz.ing himself with U-w philosophies of his age in order that 
t(,.-f~'l~(' (A .~:i!c:-

he might be able to show to his listeners the richness of thought 

contained in Judiasm. He found it necessary to present an ex-

position of Jewish religion which was grounded on the established 
11f IJ"t~' r.,.f:> I )}).tf\ 
fhypoth~s~s of philosophy in order to counteract those expositions 

__._,.,,.,...,....,._,,..., ___ __ 

of Chri st:lani ty given in public by men hoctili:h to Jud:Lasm. Indeed 

~:ews had to atte.:fud these publ:Lc Chri stiun lectures by order of' 

~he king. ( 1 ) , Tof m1y we re engaged in writing c ommenta ri es to the 

.tJi ble, in which only the grammar and tl'1e 11 te:ral meaning were gi vcm. 
Jf'tJ,,.~TVJ· 8 cor1 ct d rl,·'loso h' V.'L-. o:f·.·· tJ P· 1· J d T~1~ ct'· · •. 1. ne e J.:'i ·.,J. •. p J. c ).µ. ...... r~y , ·ie <L o :i. ca . an c.UJ•U , 1 c J. n-

j unctions wa::i l.?ckirig. 1I1rue. the great Miamonide D had.. J,J.ved and 

labored in the interpr1etation of Juct.trsm as a philoE:ophic system. 

But, Miamonldes was being mLJinterpretated. ThoBe who followed 

vi~~ . 
him did. b::at ;;}tnow the relation /\to the tJ;o;i;:·a:h. Perhaps Iv1i amonide s 

M.mself :erv.ed in regard to the p11opcr function of' the speculative 

disciplines a~ alguide to the right understanding of' God's law, 

10 



Instea,ofstrengtk!ming ,Jew1sh religious pr:incip-- as <fl:id those 

of the Gentiles who brought philosophy :Lnto re la ti on with Uhri st-
..J. . 

ianity, the Jewish philosophers often weaken them, by openly pointing 

out a breach between them and the teachings of philosophers. b..'ve:H'Y 

Sabbath and Festival Arama ~abaked his co-religionists for their 

laxity in their observance of their ancient customs and laws (1) 

He did not witlJ101d from char>ging them with immitating non-Jewish 

ways (2) · 
s 

It seems that his reputation spread beyond the· confine~ of 

hin city. (3) He was called to the Jewish comnnmi.ty in Ca.lataJr:ud. 

towards the north of Aragon. There he once more experiences the 

great joy~lectaring for many eager djsciples. He deepens in his 
. ii 

plb.liliosophic appreciat'ion of J'udiasm and Wr>ites and rev{rl:tes, adds 

and improves his se:i;mons, which werie to be handed clown to coming 

generations.. ll'~ the harsh cri t:Lci mnp of opponents he hesitates 

to~ publish hi~' ser•mons. Such :Ls the characteristic modesty of 

aLL great souls; Bachaia in his intr·&duction to his ~fDuties of the 

Heart" manifes'ts the same experience. Arama did not publish 

his 11 Akedath Yi tzhak 11 until he had r•eached old age. When he could 

no longer postpone the real:L;.:;ati.on ,:,,f' hiB hope of; immortalizing 

his name by a WOPk. ( 4) He called it by Urn name p ,..,.y, J' ., i' y to conn!bte 

thereby the underlying purpose of combining philosophy with Jewish 
w., t.->elde (J.o 

teachings, w~as to express his won helplessness as a result of the 

co:nmanding voice of God, summonlng him to perform his noble ser•vice. 

r-:-t;;:-1·r;1;z·~·;;-;-;.;--·-~~---r~r-·-1n._7a.~~ qQ~·-r;F;_'ltrJ;:_·~--·-

2, ,) r• j' j i) '6 'S 1 j- VI 

3,,,ulj"i /'ll"r77 ..--~, 1"-, tt../-, L4-'1j'1J " 

4. ~ t'.l, P /1 -t. ·1 AK urJ-t Y~et.Q,.t( 
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Ara.ma cea.d and inte lJ.igently quotes Ibn Ezra, Maimonides, 

and Nachmcmiden, Halevi, the manuscripts of' the Arabic Philosopher 

Abu Algazo.li, Gersonldes, ~ v), 'Y n "•n =i., and the non-J·ewi::-ih 

philoaopherr-J of his duy. In he takes i s:=me with 

Abraham Ba'! Ch:Lya :Ln the matter' of thetime of the Hedefuption. 

I 
I; 
I 

I 
I 

I

', 

In 80 ~ y (}) he refers to Rabbi Abraham Bal Schem Tov ae one . . I 

of' the schol rs of his day. He also read th~-:~og:nas 11 by Ga-0-ri-e-1 f(,~ 
who lived near his time. 

Arama's influence on men of his and of later days was 

great. Rabb:L Isaac Abarbane1 ln hl s cornmenta.1\y to the B:i. ble has 

taken over not only views b~t also whole passages from the 

"Ake.dath Ji tzchak 11
, Even a hasty comparison between the 

97-·97 of Arama 's worl~ and Abarbbanel. ton '1Y.J u:..J ,'iY.)) , ::i wilJ. show 

that Ar•arna's work had gained wide prominence. 
.... , •ilo/I..>'< 

IJ:1he "Meor Enain" --
also ~cefers to Arama Ve Py f'requosntly as a great authority. 

The work 11 
/) LV j' .n 1..,-n ho wrote after hj.s "Ak.adeth 

Yitzchik". It is a shor t vrnrk cons1st:i.ng o:f twelve chapters. 

In it he briefly states the ~hilosophic basis of the religious 

dogmas which he elaboratee: more fully in bj.s philosoplllc sermons. 

In addition to the two mentioned works Arama also wrote a 

commenta2y to "Kohelethn. He wrote this commentary p:r-ior to his 

"Akadieth Yitzchak11 .(1) 111
0 the memory of his son-in-law Solomon 

whom he loved dearly he dedicated the boolt of 11 Canticles 11 of 

Solomon", and. called it n 14 w -:J..--8 r' 

identical/ 

7L_ fluce and date of his death are not known. 
Jrn)r 
J~l.ih<rt has it 

that he was among those exiled from Spain in 1492') and that he 

died in Salonica. This is notprobable. His "Akadleth Yitzchalt" 

was in al 1 probability published befox•e 1482; seeing that Abarbenal, 

whose commentary was already in print in 1482, knows and makes use 
r---- Tl--~--.,-p--;;-·:-:=c .. :-~:i;·'-;-;-:v-~;-·-····-···--------. , __ ,,._.,_ .. ______ , ____ ,, .. _,,. _____ ~--·-·-·-------------------



.. · 

b 

I 

If 

w 

J.: 

r 
I 

e 9 
of it. ArP'1Uc'l We'""~ ''·Lr•::. ·1 ld 1 · 

"' 
0~~ c ... . ea::.;y 0 . WlGJ.1 116 finished his work. Add to this 

the fact that the speaks onlv o.f R\Pbb1" 1\•T • r 
o) "~ !l1e :Lr , Aro.ma s 

•.. 
Bon, who he writes came and died :i.n Salonica and whose grave he tells 

us he vi.sited, but makes no mention of Ar•ama himself, wh:Lch the 

authori of the .n, ,....,, r ;1 ,v.-it p would surely have done had Arama 
..f.·tJ''. 

really come,an~ died in Salonica. This much is sure that in 1505 

11.e was. no more arnong the living; for j_n 150() his som B.abbi Meir• 

wi•i te s a cornmentary to Jolt and calls it '7· 't"' , 11 P ;<:::1. ,'<I, ..JJ"""I u ' V 

and if a yeaP at least had not passed since the death of his father 

he would ::m'rely hav0 added 9-:z :JI <Up ...n-, 9 :::> •J • 7 ,'") in accordan.ce with 

the Jewish Custom.(l) 

His son Habbi Meir was Rabbi of the comm.unity in Salonica 

where it seems the exiles from Spain organized a congregation and 

called 1 t the" Congregation of Aragon 11 to incU cat.e the pl<;tce f rorn 

which they came (2). He was considered an authority in the Ha1a.cha(3) 

He also wrote a book cllled which is <3. common-

tary to the Psalii1.s. In his introductton the author of r11tJ~aJpnl-, 

speaks very highly of Habbi Meir' Arama as scholcu' and· philosopher•. 

S:Lnce that Habbi Meir was the only ;3on. that I.£?aac ;.A:cama had 1 and ;yr1ern 
Rabbi Moir 1 s only son, Habb:L Jacob Ara.ma died cl11ldless, the name I . . 

' 
of Ar•a;na's~no more heard of :Ln Jew'ish hi1:itory.i 

. . . 
--... ~ ...... ·--~---· .,. ...... .,-.• ol--,.,,_,,,._,_._.. ... ,, ... ...,,._.....,C~-·-·•- .~ ..... -·--•"a_,~ ............... .: ... ,.~...,_ ..... ,,. .. ,""""°" ............ SO .... r.-\o_,~-., ................... ,.,...,,_.._......_.....,_ ............... ,.,, <oA'•«-'""'"" ~-.. ---···---·-· - ........... ~--·'''""'·-•• .-... -.. ... 
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The Spirit of His Age. 

'.T.10 read u,1:..i~.J.J.c:i th Yi t zxl'u:tl\: 11 intelligently, it is necessary 

to lmow the literary personality of its author. The perr:>onali ty 

of the author must be read j,i1 th0 li €)1t of the spi1':L t of his age. 

'Ne ::::.re all more or less, influenced. by the spirit of our times. 

'l'he political and intellecmual condi tion.s are largely responsible 

for what we are. A description of the status of the Jews in 

Spain prior to the Inqu.iDition and t.RE(the conseque11t expuls:l.on 

has already been given by Abarbanel in his introduction to 
-..... ~ ·~.,, .. 

11 IUn;.s", and by Isaac Caro w:fw-s.e 1ntroduction to his book p n ::1 1 

I 
n 11 '7 IJ1 1 and others ( 1). Economi caal;y the condition of the Jews 

in r:ipain as a vrhole was one of prosper•i ty. Every where could be 

found Jews of wealth and large possffinsions. Heligiously, however, 

there wa.s much to be d.0:::1ired. IJ.'here vras a tendency on the part 

of many to emphasize secular culture at the expense of Jewish 

observance. Many there were who longed to see their children at-

tain positions of priv6lete and social recognition. 

With the expansion of the Christian kingdoms in the latter 

part of the ~iddlo Ages, there was a growing religious fanati-

ci sm which of course affected the conditions of the ,Jews grave 1y. 

James fl' of Aragon ordered a public dj.sputation between Jc-nvs and 

Chrir3tlans in 1263. It was held in Barcelona. In :Lt Moses 

ben Nachman figured prominently. Alphonso X ( 1253-1284~} of 

Cast:i. le restricted Jews from the commercial acti vi t:Les and 
'b4 

compelled the to wear yellow badges. In 1391 Fe~linand Martinez 

began to preach. v:Lolent normons ago.inst the Jews in 'I1oledo, then 

15 



- (f) the largest Jevdsh communij?;y of Spain. As a result riots broke 

out ever1ywhere. 1r110 number of Jews killed and c onvcrted is great. 

Many fled to lvloham.medan countr·ies. The namo Marannos and D 1 b l.J,'< 

comes ir,i,to 1we a bout th:i. s t :lme. In 1413 to 1414 another public · 

~ I disputation, arranged by Pope Benedict Xlll, took place in Tottosa, 
~ 
\~ ~ Ar·agon. Again there was disaster to the J·ews. Joseph Albo 

/ 
.' !~ .th0 author of the philoDophic work 11 Iklmrim 11 tool\: the side of the 

Jevrs in this di r:'putat ion. Tlrn converts p.ract iced ,Judia~im secret

ly. 'l'hi s of course provoked the anger o:f the Church. 'r110 

"Inquisition", a court of inquiry waB establisehd and there cases 

of heresy were reported and tried. It arranged public executions 

at which thoBe convicted wer•e bur•ned at the stake. In 1483 Thomas 

Torquemada was appointed Grand Inquisitor and in 1492 Ferdinand, 

King of Castile and his wife Ie;abella, Queen of Aragnon, decreed 

a law which order>ed. the expl1.lsidm of' the J8ws. M0 st of the exiles 

fled to Portugal, whore they rema:Lned to 1498. A good many went 

to Turkey, others went ta the Barbary states in northern Africa, 

arid especially to IVI0 rocco. Many others went to Italy. F'ow remained 

in Spain. Up to the e:l.gthee:1nth century auto-·da-f~J wero held. and 

J'ews putll:l.cly burned. Arama wa:3 la11 gely influenced by the mystical 

age :im which he lived. It ·becomes therefore necesrmry to devote 

some Bpace to the nature and obJoct of m;/sticimn in general, and 

,Jewish mystic:i.sm or Kabbala in pl..rticular. Mysticism ::i:1)ears :i.n 

connection wt th the-) encleavo1~ of the human mind to grasp the d:Lvine 

essence or the ultimate reality of things and to enjoy t~e bless

edness of actU:-1\.1 .. communion with the I-lj_ghest. 'l'he first is the 

philoso;:.hic side of mysticism; the r::~econd,is its religious r;:i.de. 

Tho first effopt l• c• 
. u theoret:i cal or r3peculati ve; the ::;econcl prac t:Lcal. 
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The thought that was nrot :Lntensly pr•e;.;ent with the myst:J.c is that 

of a ~mpremo a11-pcrvacling, D.nd in--dwelling power, in i'h om al.J. 

thints are one. Hen:e the speculative utterances of mysticiRm, 

aro always more or ]Ass pantheistic in character. On the practical 

(ide. mysticism maintains the possibilit~ of direct intercourse 
,_.} " -
with the Being of beings- intercourse, not throu3h any external 

media, such as an historical revelation, orcales and the like, 

but by a species of ecstatic transf~sion or identification, in 

wh:Lch the indiv:idual be:)Cornes in a very truth, 11 partake~ oil the 

Divine nature." God ceases to be an object through him, and be-

comes an experience. In the writings of the mystics, ingenuity 

exhausts itself/ in the invention of phrases to express the close-

ness of this union. My£Jticj.sm differs, therefore, from ordinary 

pantheiGm in that :its inmOErt mot:lve is relig1ouD, Pantheism, 

considered merely as such may be· either an elevatinc or a de-

grad:i.ng theory; it expresses merely the ro'.30lution of al 1 things 

into one me:1tqphi1:.:idal powqr or substance. But the myGtic is 

animated not merely by the deGire of intellectual harmony; he 

seeks :ti.he deepest ground of hi·s own being, in order' that he may 

cast aside whatever :.~eparates h:i.rn from the true li;fe. 1'his rcl;k:-

gious irn:J'r--ulse is shown in the fact that, whereaa pantlioi sm a.s 

such, seems to lead logically to passive acquiscence in things 

as they are-all things a~~eady being as divine as it i~ their 

nature to be-mysticJsm on tlle contrary, is penetrated by tlrn thought 

of' alienation fr'om tirn divine. Even where it preaches moDt our 

ensential unity with God its constant and often painful effort 

is directed towards overcoming an admitted alienation. In other 

wortls, the identity with Goclwhich it teaches, is not a mere 

J.? 
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natu!fl identity, ar3 in OI'danapy panthe:i.m11, bµ:t:,{fl1e which i::; tho 

goal of achievement. /tlienati on from, and yet implicit oneness 

with, the Divine, are the two polos on wt-ii.ch all roLi.g:lous ::.>pee·· 

ulation and practice revolve. It follows that mysticism is dis-

tinguishod from other religiouB theories of the relation man to 

God by the idontity with ·which it roalizes the .Liivine factor" in the 

relation. The realization is so vivid that, though tho theory takes 

its rise in the needs of the iridividual, the individual tends in 

the, sequel to be loot altogethe1"., in the excess !bf the. Div:lne light. 

All relations tend to become unreal for the mystic except that be-

twocn himself and God. His very se0se of personality is weak-

ened. Tho mystical ideal, theref'ore, is not a life of ethical 

energy .- .. mong mankind; it is the eye turned wholly towards the 

life spent in contcmpiation and devout communion. 

character to which mysticism is allied is passive, sensuous, fem-

ininG, rather than ind.epenclant, marJculine, and ethically vig-

orous. In full-blown mysticism the individual is paralyzed for 

action. 

NoVl myf;ticism and Kabbala of the Middle Ages ~.rie not 
')1\-

strage importations from without but a continuation of biblical 

and Talmudic thought with the admixtnI'e of extraneous elements 

picked up :from many lands. Neoplatonir::;G, Gnost:LciBm, f.lufficsm, 

r.,rl• tl1 "' ' "' t ~,1 _1 ai ,_,,m, no any of these are solely responsible for mysticism 

in Jud:Lasm; ~rewish mysticism were here have not· any of theso been 

at all. We feel that as in the case of Jewish allegoriam in 

B · 1 ] . lJ.lCal exogesi1:>, mysticism is ~plied in the ,Jewish philosophj.c 

and intense religious spirit. We feel that the disposition for 

the mystical point of view is to be found in tl:1e Jewish reltc;ious 

genlus (Of i.dealization and. ab::itpactton. Rationallsrn. and myf:~ticisrn, 

18 
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the tJtmethods by wM.ch men havo tried and solv(t proble111s of 

reL'.li ty, are both natu1,al outg1,owths of Jew:i. Gh tendencies. 
1
l

1
he 

Bible Eo'\.nd the Talmud foreshadow them both. 

It is ch aracterisitc to a temper of mind which fools the 

need of ph:i.lo::=;ophj_zing its bol:i.efs, to evolve rn.ethodD cf spec-

ulation. Mysticism is one of those methods. It is marked on its 

spocu.lative side by a confidence in human Pen.son. 'The poss i.b:Llity 

of a unity of .the human mind vr.1i.th tho Divine is its underlying 

pressuposition. Intellectual intuition of the Absolute is of the 
a.c 

escense of myGti c:i.sm. Not!:l.ing ls C+'{Cepted. from without; the appeal 
-t; 

is w-3:.-t-h the :L::-1di vi dual, who, if not by r0a::ion then by sone higher 

facult~of his own, claims to toalize absolute truth and to taste 

absolute blesBedness. 'rhe mystic need not be uncritical and un-

scientific in his outlook. The apparent completeness of s~nthosis 

of a Ifant or Heg;el really r>e:.:;ts on the fmbtle intrusion of ele·rnnts 

of feeling into the rational process. It is difficult to find a 
' 

systematic ph:L losopher who altogether escapes the charge of rnynti c:L srn. 1 

I 

The ultimate~ problernB of philo;3ophy cannot be reduced to articulate. 

formulas. '1
1he }:)hi lo;:;opM. c spiri t}rn.tive to the Jew sout;ht to know 

God by the rational faculty and to realize him b,; the supra-rational 

faculty latent in him. Hence it ls that emphasis now on the one 

and now on the other of thesa faculties is being given at differ·ant 

times in the cour•sa of' the de-ve lopment of Jud:i.asrn .• 

'l'o say that my sti ci sm or ra tiunali sm :Ls a foreign element 

in Judiasm is to fail in a proper psychologj.cal app:r'eciation, of 

the real spirit of Jewish genius. Smne declare Jewish mysticism to 

be a glar:i.ng and indofensablo contradiction in terms. Bible and 

subsequesnt relig:lous :u terature, they say, are grounded on an 

unquestioning be:Liof' of an exclusively transcc::ndent God. 
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Tlrn a1 could not have that inward exper-:LenceCl}d.e po;3:3ible 

to Ghri::.:;t:i~ns by the life of ,J0sus and the teachings of J?aul, 

Those who argue th~s, must read and reread the Psailims and the 

prophetic ubterences to soe that nearness to God was possible 

also to the Jew, Others make myst:Lcism among Jews a foreign c:lo-

ment on the groundl: that Jucliasm, they,say, j_s a religion of un

relieved regali zm, and my sti ci mn :i. s the :Lrrecon'S..i. lable enemy 

of legali ::mi. In -Lt1i s argument we see clearly the glaring error 

mado by those who do not approach the study of J·ucl:L Elt3m with a 

philosophical mind. It is unphilosophical as well as unhiBtorical 

to clai~ that Judiasm waE this and not that at any period of 

itf; h:i.Eitory. J~en the, ~JmJ.chan Aruch, tho cl1n.ax of lego.Iism, 

makoB room for individuality and independance in the i>i<...' .. tter· of' 

findi~1g Goe'., The 'ralmud contains Agada as well as Halacha. 

Again others say that intcnr::e and uncom.promi sing national ch::i.:;:'acter 

of Judiasm muBt cf neces::iity be fr..:i.tal to the mystical tempeffirnent. 

Mystical religion, the~/ Bay, tr·anscends all the barriers which 

spparate race from race and religion from religion. Tho mystic 

:i. s a cosmopolitan par excellence. 'l'hd>e who ob{ject to JowJ. sh 

mysti c:l.sm on the ground of nat1onali ty, do not rockon w:i.th the 

fact that the Jew, always the butt of the world 1 s r:;corn, nD.t-

urally retaliated by declaring in his liturgy and literature 

that his God could not possibly bs the God of all those who 

acted wickedly towards him. But who shall deny that ina 11 

branches of ,Je· .. ·ish ::,5. terature there gleams a far wider, more toler

ant andun:i. vePsla outlook'? Who wi 11 gainsay -~t fact that Jerem-

L.:.h' s concept:Lon of' God was 1. .. niversal? Even the tI
1
almud with j ts 

legalism finds God in the non-Jew as well as the Jew.(1) 
---... ,,,_~ ......... J.e-.. -.-... --·<"''r." "'""""""'"''"' __ ' ____ ... ,. ............ __.,b,o .................................. ----~ ..... "~-.. .., .......... ~ ..................... --~ ... ....,_._.._ ___ .. __ .,.... ... ....... ~ . ...,,., ..... O< ..... R• ...... 0 .. 0_..,_,_,~,.-· .. --~··· 
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ce. 

milist a: suredly an expression of the in-

"" ward roligious and speculative genius of tho Jewish te~pe1went. 
a... 

Rationalism and my sti cl sm both are Jevd sh; both aPo the actul-

itieB of a t:~mpor which seclu:: to know and :i.rnitate God. 'rliey 

do not preclude one another. 

J?bJ.loso:phically com,:Ldered
1
one is always.~ with 

k 
the other. ~ more mod::~l"n phm:i.soology, mecUe.te and immocliate 

knowledge ar~ int er-relat~d. Both direct and indirect aware
~-~~ 

ness of an object belong to th() sarne process. It is ~~±-e-a--1 

obEH·n·vation founded. on tho modern ep:L :=.:temolog:Lca1 theory that 

induct:J.on n.rtd. deduction ,are steps in one act of ahsc:i.entif:Lc 

thought~ There is no doubt that the two types of reflection 

T presuppose one another. hey enter into conception as well as 

in perception. We have to have ideas to look in as well as to 

look out. 

In logic,syllogisms are consid~red valid whose conclusions ! 

' 
ape based on a collection of data wM.ch is by no means exhaust'Dtk> 

\We are allowed to conclude for instance, that all men are mortal, 
~ . s 

~from the observation that ~aerates, who is a man, is mortal. 

\ Ther•o. is an evident jump of tae :tntultive facuJ.~ when making this 

conclusion. ·we can never examine all of the members of' tl'.e human 

spec1es; there alway::; bo:Lng one v.rh1ch may prove the exception 
-b--- ! 

,.:~.p. ti1e1,ule'. Anc~ ·,,,·,ret 'fu.·-}JJ' .• s i· ·" ·the m;',',T re·,l--_11 ·1,·nr·--··1 ledr"e 1' c< r'(') ... ten u.,.,_ l /J'. .l _ _ • " -~ ·-~ x~ _! vv • t.$ -' u b . v ·, , 
! 
~· 

The co'nclusion thc1.t all the chairs in a room fH'e mo.de of wooci 

because the3chairs a,b,c, which were examined were found to be 

made of wood., does not add to what we already lmow f1·om Urn 

enunerat1on. '11he conclu::oion does riot infer anything w.fu.ich is 

not already contained ln tl10 enumeration and the:N:,> deBcrii;Ytton of 

a,b,c. It seems that new knowledge is a result of tho careful 
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analytic process combined with the intuitive synLnetical filia~h of 

the human thinkinc; spirit. Mysticism does not preculde reason, 

fop l t r•eally raises it to the highest plain; i tB undorlying 

pr•inciple being tho po cs ible unity of the hum~:1.n mind with the a.ifuv.,· j_ne. 1 

Nor does reason prcclL.ude myrrL:'..cism, for the ~.atter beginf; where .the 

former end re;, I3oth are the means of attaining r>oe.1 knowledge. 

The Jewish idealizing rationalizing spirit expresses itself in 

te:erns of both tlie pract:i. co.1 renso of r>oLl80n ~!'and the M.gher di splay 

of the inte 11e ctual intuitive fa.cul ty. ':L1l1e many detailed laws 

ret;ulating the life of the people prove the o~:.:i stenee of the former, 

snci the ethi c:oi1 Rnd religious snecult:t·~.1 fm prove the Ja.J. t ter. 

We shall eive a hasty historical review of the myctic 

tondoncies in Jewish history so that we bs in a better position 

to understand Iiaballa (:f the l:Iiddle Aces, and how and to what 

extent Arama was influenced by it. In the Bible, Isaiah's and 
~A•A~ 

Ez~l 's vision,indoed prophecy i t.~Jelf al J. belong t·o mysticism 
./ 

although not of the consc:'Lc;us and pronounced perisorw.1 type. Later 

we :find~ssones w~erefin possec:'sion of gr:;oteric teachini_::;s. '11hc~love 
of allegorical interpretation, their devotion to the knowledce of 

the ex5.st.tnce of God and to the beginnings of things, theiri removal 

from the general soc:Lety by reason of thei-{sancU.ty, ar•e a11 of' my:.;tic 
\.(} 

inf'l uonces "0J.'.. rrhi ch j3hi lo and Josephus maks some re:L'ere;1ce in their 

works. From Rabbinic records it is not lard to deduce a thebry 

that there ex:L sted as e;u<Ly as the f:Lrst Cnri:::tian centuries either 
o-' 

a dir>t:tnct set cri' indiv:i.dual J'evrs, who comU.ned mystic ffpcculation 

with an ascetic mode of life. (1) In the eurly Syngacocue we have 

the Hasidim, a sect known together with~he P 1 :{4.lln J>JIJI~ -the 
I 

,_.___,.....,_,.,._ '-'<1"'~-... ----_,,.,.,,.__,,,_ ....... .-._-.--.,.-• ._."' ... ''-·..-..--·~----·-~ ....... -_ ...... ~.~-,,.,.., . ._,., .. _ .. _,_. ....... _....,_, __ .-.. ....... -,~-··· .... ,,_ __ ,....,.,.,,,. __ ~·-- ........ _.. ....... -.. ....... ~ ...... ,..,.~,~.¥., ..... ,._...,...,..,_ .. 

1. Abelson, Jewish Mysticism 
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ttChamber of the 3iJ.ent (.)l' 0 ~CI"e·t r'1·e"' 11 ·:i>~c'1 "-Lc·o C 01 'Led J ...... H,J -. U 1 ~ ' G..-.l.J. .. l. <A... u GU - .;::; ,v., u n 
, huvo had myGtical doctrines (1). '.L'hc :l do a of .~;o c ro oy 

i :c; frequently employed by earJ.y Habbi s :Ln tlw1 r myGtica1 exegesis 

of .Scriptur•e ( 2). µ ... 
About the f'ir•st centUl'J, group known a:3 

"Vatikinrr held to a mysticimn vrh:Lch clustered round tho sentiment 

and outward conduct govcpn:iing prayer ( 3) lJ7hoy try to finj_ :::;11 Poading 
11

S~llt1a~ 11 · at tlle 0xact moment of sunrise. 11.'he "Zorrnin", the 11 lov1ly 

()r~ Cl~-~-'C·:,•d OD .•. E-~ ,c.•, 
11 

1 '"· n.nt_.h: t"·', J.E)r·'·. 0·1· ,-.• r•1' C. C):t"Ci,:: r, · ·~- :J --- ~~· _ G~ _ ~ emphasised the importance ---.... 
of letters comprising the Dtvino Namo(4l In the alaboratod system 

. IL~ ... 

of 1~, the man;/ lettiered •.:L:rns of ,(hJd a r-e the pivots in 
""' ~.,_.1"- ')v--U../j~ 

wh:l ch llmg-e , maeEH3i.> of tho moot cur:Louf.l myst:L ca:L lo.re turn. 

':Phe"Ten Sefirot" have close connection with thc.:;se doctrines of 

h~ letters. 'l'he I-Iassicli1.1t1, ar the /w JYJ 1wJ/'f., B<:dntG op mir·:::i .. cle 

wbrlrnrs, another mystical sect flourished in ... ' 
Li.Cle openinc csnturies 

of t.l1G Chri si tna ere ... ( 5) It i G told that they m;ed to dance and 

perfrrm certain acrolx~tic foatG with lighted torches at the joyous 
-(j.,, 

f2sts of the water'-·dr0wing, at the Tomple dur'ing '.L1abernacles. 

The 'I'almud glves a w:JlsF'd der3criptlon of a ., '"O,.., who hea1:'d f:r•om 

tt Bo.hind. th0 curt a. ln 11 ( I' 1;1"11) i'l • .,.1n ,~'v.>) certain secretn hidden 

f:rom or•dhrn.ry men ( 6). It is not known rrhether these 
;/ ~£it

, are the l~nial descendants of the s~intly party known b~ that name 

i.n the Hae oabean ?erl od-from w.ht ch Vle llhauson say H the Es~:one s 

and. the J"'l1al':i.sees came(7) ':L1he EE>Gfnes practiced celibac/, they 

----•-••·--·--··_,-.. •-•W•··-·--r ·• ··••••·-• -·:::.:•· ·-··-·-·--•••••••-•·•-·-·-·•·------·------·- ---·•·---·-.,-·----•-•••-•-•- •-••·•·-----
1 Ttr~ -· l1 ·~ p w P... -1 & . 

3 

M~ .R~-~ -111- • 

T. 0'3 . I' 1 :ii --Y 1 °l \\.,.. 
4 y: (?, • r WI I' r 1 ( (A. 

I' ? I " " J \JI Vl I "1.., 

Jl n (:J"i'J..,~<il. T· ,_,, .u. 
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they never overlooked the claims of inBti tt.tti onal:i.zed I'e1 ig:i.on. ( 1) 

These mystical sects were, at bottom, faced on the different 

commentar•ies they gave to the B:i.ble in thcil' attmnpt to get at 

emd!.na ti on tbeo.r:,r (;~) tw.n pl:1yod c.J,1ost fad tfu1 part :Ln tho my sti-
' 

cal speculations of the Jews since the tiilie the first chapter of 

.Gzeldel wan written. From Habbinic remarks it is. to be inferred 

that there exJst;;ed(in early ChriBt:lnn centur:i.e::--> a small sect 

of J"evr:lrnh mystics who had an El3otll.ri c science of tlle i" 1 :J> ., V-ll • 

'.l'ht s sc.i.. ence f,•ee'lll3 to have been a conf'uoed angelology, Metatron, 

a fmmous ange1
1 

play :Lng a cons pi ciouB part. God came in contact 

with the world through ar~els who are parts of His Being, cay 
.f"",,...,, I ' . .. rr Vr 
~;J:lfJi..•-',.tt/ 1··r.{•,,{!;f,' the Rabbis. he:T\f Logc/,D:Lvi.ne agenc:\.eB, are Philo 1 r:;~ answer 

to the problernof the poB:::;i bili ty of God 1 B relation to the world. 

1rhe '\Vind.om e·C~ment iE; m.1othe1" characteristic of Habb:i.nic mysticism 

"r-id' f·'r1":i,, J'·tr:, ---r·1 .. ir.:i-1'1··. -·Lrl +he B4 bJe ('2
) God: '='Ctc i·n t1'1e "'0 11 Jci t 1" 1.,o·i1c.·J~·r:! 

<:C • • J. U ,_, • ;,.> V -'- 0' ~-;t·f:/_j;yjt~ ~:1;;,!~Jt~1.'J.. ' <.) • <OC J c,; - ' .• . >V .L .. .. , l LL ., L> Jjj l 
a 11 \1Hsdom 11 which lB o!Jjec~,iffed. It is identif'led witr~ ths"Word 11 1!'.i 

wh:Lch appeal"B L. Habb:Lnic :nyst:Lcir:nn ar:; --,->~-r, -,p_,~v.>, S-:?,"t>,~ ... ¥3. /J.1he 11 f.oke , 

of tJ,.e Kingdom of' Hoo.ven 11 

I idea of a myBtical rw .. ture:~~ 
it occurs 

An cxamlnatj_on 

.f -~ 

.. ~~''°t~.-/&1,'~ .~· .. ''-!', ;:.·.,.~: / 

of several cc;ntentr; ~'There 

for the spreading of universal r•ecogni ti on of God; and for the 

acknowledgement of the possible nearness of God. The 

element in Rabbinic mysticism implies that the incor~oration 

of the Heavenly Kingdom within the folds of an Isreal weldod in 

fellowship wc .... r:; uade the ideal goaL It is aga5.n, apovclopnent 
~ 

3 
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of nc~rO B.ib1ical parrnagos (1). 1I1ln·ough a ~icroie~~J:f ~:;pir:Ltua:L 
and into11ectua.~'... d:i.riciplinary acts only can ti1e ind:lvid.ual IE3-

rali t~) b:d ng the upon him. 

The date of tl'G bool~ ·of 11 Yef sir·c.h 11 1 s not lmcwn, It i B 

a nyst:tcal phi.loEophy dPC:tvm fpom the rioundr::,shapes, rc:lat:.Lve 

positions FL d. nU'i<•erical values of' tho lettcrr:; of the Hebrow 

alphabet. A nucleus of this. teaching is found in tho Talmud, 

1 0 1l1ho Doctrine Erno..n1'ation o~ tho 11 '.L'en· Sefi:d. t" play important 
,.,- If,,. · .. ~ 

parts in this book. God and the vwr•ld a1"e unity. The ,lj;ffi~r.t 
,,;---~' 

and lotte:t:"s, •vliich nre the principle cm1;;0 of matter, tcill 

em~1ate from the spirit of God. God is the matter and form of 

tho Urdve1'se. He is ali:;o t:ro:nocendent. 1rhe Zohar, vrhich ~ a 

m:rnellence of J0wish modicaval myGticism. C:r•j.ti :;cisrn haB found 

that the Zohar t:llade i t~1 fir>Bt appearance in f:ipo..in in the thirtGonth 

century and that it is not a production of a sinsle author 

c.reti sm. Its teach1ngo are: The world is a series of eLlinations 
/\ 

from~D~vine; ~an can have union with God; ~an is center of the 
(;. 

wurlii .. d and ranks higher than an[c;<::ils; evil is the imperfect aspect 

of cpeatj_ on; by 'e::ms of' cr>eat ion o :f tho world, the lnf'inte be cane 

as it vrnre 11 Contracted. 11 
( P J:/n;I) and took on certaj_n attrlbutes 

of t::e firiJ.te to vrhich belong 11 Dal'lcenss ur :Evll 11
; God :LE, 

infinitc:i (. 'PD j 'S ) a~d the world is to be explained untl:B1" ll1i" 

ba.s:Ls of the "Ten f3~ 11 wh:ich are ciucce::-!ive o~;l1~~tttons f:r:n1 
.;.,,---~~·"'"' '-l,. 

1. 
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the god,rtad; the soul of man ]
. ,-, ..... 

ct 
an em;tnatio.n f r><~~tho 11 OvePsoul" 

of th0 Uni verso; tho soul . is a 'rrini ty compri :;:t nt.; 

the rational element; 

j_nstinctivo or phjsic8l life, Tho Transmigration of th0 suul· 
j 

ti} 
lLove r;,tp the most tangible quality of the soul, the ecstatic con-

{:>! .• -<'> £4't>> 

_/,,. di ti on.Al phase of prayer/ :1.ro aL:::o norne of tho teacli~ne;s OJ. this 

book. 'rl:w subj o c.:t.J:> under> con~:; i d9~~0:tJgJLi n uy r; ti c1 SEt :1 n r:e::nro ral 
·-···--····-·· "'"•••"«.•.,, ........................... """'·' ........ . .. . ........ . 

1 . Agn o ::J ti. c i ::.;m 

~. Tho Theory cf Ideas 

4. 

5. 

Uie Theory of E'mll{nation 

Dualism, P1u~&, Unity (1) 

Somo of those mystical teachings al'o to Le found in 

Arama 1 s work. We ahall treat of the Kabb~la infJ.uonce in hls 

WOl:1 k in tlw Le xt cha pt or, 
a. 

But, Ar1ama was not tho:bou~)1 going 

myst:Lc. He aJ.r;o shrJ.:t:1ed the relit;icms-philosophic concepts of 

the JowiDh-medoaval philoi30)hieo; hence, a brief ::;tatomont of' 

the ~ii]osophic outlook of his day in general and that of the 

Jewis.l1 thinkers in particular becomes necer.:>rc;ary. 

The phi losophi co .. l 111ovomEmt :i.n mc::Jdcaval J·0wry was not 

11 'I'he ro:::u.lt of the donire and necer:si ty felt by the leaders of 
-'L-

J e wi Bh thoug.11.t, of :r1 econci ling two ap parent1y independ"Q,,nt toourcos 

of truth."- revelation and ro:)son. (2) rJ~hoso vrho hold. to t.h:Ls 
u 

view boe;J.n of cour::c3e w.hen trsating history of ~owl 011 philosophy 

with Israeli. They do not find it necessary to give the his-

tori cal bac;,~g;round of' tho cornrn:L ous and defj_ni to phLl.or;o;·fu.i co.1 

. 
'> JI . ·' -
l.Je ~ 
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sy stom{rOor :nede<J.val <Te.wry, f;ince they f:i.nd that :ilQ~ av:.:i.1 Jeni sh 
r-~./ 

r---·------
phi lo sopby has no hL,:torical be:1cl:sr0Luh.L Intinacy with the 

Jewish life as it oxi~ted prier to Isrcali is of course necessary 

as a pre-roquir:;:i_ te to a full r-wreciation of' tho philo,nophic ten- ,,1 

dcncies, unfonnulat~d thouch they may havu been, of the early 

Jewish literature. To the philoaophically sensitive mind, the 

rn,ind that j_s quick to register' the pulse Of hunmn~mental. and 

r:ipi ritual,. throbb:Lnc, an unbroken cha:i.n of philo:::;opi·::Lc thoui:;ht is 
:,~ 

tract8.ble i.n J"udiusm fro:T1 the monent it maket3 its :t':i rt:;t u.ppNtr-

ance down to our own. Such a mind finds, underlying the different 

fornmlc1s de[~c:rii bing God, dJ. fforcrncos of phi lo~>ophi c out lool..: ( 1) 

In ,Jerluiah' B out .. /pour:Lnr:; concerid.ng the Creation and its Creator• 

there is foreshadowed a conception of Qod and of the world, 

that is radically different from that which follows from expressions 

(6'.£·-· .. ~~~~~,-~.~~~:i~L";·:;~··;:r;i'.f~·:r~~ of B :i. b 1 i.:-~ ~-i· ....... "c.~Ji~'C:ti'.'i''.> ~nm que flt :l on of the 
"' '~>.•_,.,,-, '" • '0 ' '" ,,,O~·~'i .,.,,.,_,_. 

Justice of God, must certainly havo been a sub,ject for tho 

d:i. fft?rent for-nmlati ons by men of differen-t, interpretations of 

God a:ncl l!.istor·y. Isalah'rj idea of the Hol.ino:::i::; of God, Amos 1 s 

Univc-n•salit,y in"]-hi~> God Conception, Hoseas 1 s emphasis on Mercy, 

are a11mZ~1y conclusions of minds tra:Lnod in sw.:;ta:i.ned 

processes of reasoning about the ultim&te proble~s of reality. 

The Book of Job is primarly a consideration of God's relation 

to Gen. Certain1y the ~ralmud contninn phi.losophic opinions 

in matters of a.rgumentative and debatable ch<ll"actor. It is not 

difficult to tr~,;:,ce m'Llaava1 philos;:.;phjc cxprflf3r::.dons to the '.L'alrnud. 

The\more definite kno~ledge and expressions about primal matter 
. 

and fOr'm )rincipal, undoubtedly have their (Jirig~n in the vad.ous 

and opposing for::rn1as to be found in the 'ra1mud. (2) It is no 
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chancc~~w.ppening that thr•ougr1out):Y tl-ie Mi shma no ~~.ti on i B ::cade 

of anga1G (1) And nhen vrn come to tlw ,Jew:Li::ih phU.osophy of 
(,, 

mcdoo.yal Jewry wo find thcuc;hts and tendencies wl-:cich ha.vo been 

ii: ,I 

<""-........... ~--·~··· 

heard of at a ,much earlier ;::ieriod of 'l'he orieI?to.tionp 'I 

/ '- 1 
' t/ 

"'~ ~· 
is, of cotu'Ge, f\::..;ure, mor'c~ d f:i ni te in lancuage t:rftcr:fl .Ln thouc;ht. 

c~~hi s 1 s due prim.ari 1.y 1:.0 tlie historic material at thEit di ;..:;posal. 
' 

':Che many generations precedj_ng med'eaval Jewiroh tJ:inlrnrs affordec1 

them great J/;:;!/. '.Chis immm1Ee philoeo-rJhic material which mecleaval 
, ..&.: ,_,,__, ___ ,.=-·~·-.,.,,~ 

\,,,r~>"f,.,.·· 

,Jews r.:;o conversant with J:e-vv4-£J;J,._g.Gtt:!'"-e-rrs-, they fornmlated :i.n 

terms. of Greek philo~rnphy • .A.riE:totle, therefore, ·aid. not 

create Jewish phi:l.osophy. It bad boon, had not Aristotle ox-

istocl. Grec~k philoEophy gave method but not r·mb,joct-matter to 

Jewish philosophy. A list of the noted Jowish philoso_hors in 
~"t"~~' 

the Middle Ages vd.11:Lnclude Isra&li, David .Al-IVIukammas, S~)..aol':fa, 

GabiroJ., Bachia, Abraham ban-Chil'fa, Joseph :ibn Zaddtk; Halovj,, 
.... ,, ' "4"''""" /i.t/J/ 

f!<.•~M •'"• " ,/ 
th6'"1~zra~', Ibn Daucl, 1.aamonideD, Gersonides, Crescw:i, Albo. 

410 
( ·d•l/ . 

: ,~ d ..i...i:'\"•'·· • beep :~o.. ··· i · ·1 J · ' '· · ·1 l · · [' ,, ~1.n. ln~'B 1 s ·· ,,.:::, . J.'iec 1 eva .. , ew1 sr1 p.n:L __ o fJOp.·1y is a r.ci : ar af.> 
A .. 

l :'let.hod go;; s very much .inf :Luo.need by non-J·er:i ~'lh phi losOlJhy, th.at 
'1 

( 
its 

·v1 
mu, 

rcprosontati vor-i ;nay he cJ..o.f; sLt'iecl aF belonging to Mutakalli-

Nco-Platon:L s ·::, and Ar:l stotle:Lani 1:1m. 

The contorrtS ot ;rwdi: .. va~- Jewish philouphy briefly stated 
rk . ,,..,~."-"" 

is this: there was question of Creation. They nearly all discuss 
•. 

the erPoneous V.:Lews ccncern:i.ne; the c,rigin and nature of the 

world. Some lay down tho:i.r theoretical pr•:Lncip1es o:f ph~siC[?, 

~---~ as tho a~_?:a.1.~:~.?ory, in their troatment of those quest:lorw. 
1

l'he 

existence of God is generally proven an tho basis of a consideration 

of the fundamental principles of physics. Ivlir:.trncimides doeG not 
.. crvv· 

place his proof 1 
.. ~. God e-f' Creation, which to him is scier:tificaL~y 

1. Neumark-Cla:::rn Notes 



d:l.ff:i.crfft.;·· .. iti..' .. t of proof. r:ehe question of the Unity off-?'~ God was 
\'.\VflJ' ~C(M 

proven by showing that Dualism or Pluralism is incocpatible 

with the Ominpotence and perfect ion of Goel. J'v.liamoni des provo f-> 

ixistcnco, Unity and Incorpcrfality, by arguing from tho 

°"'" principle .of mot:!. on to a f:i.rst movor w!ii ch is s: para to foPm 

or intellect. r.l'he Doctr:Lnc:: of Attributes occupio;:; an important 
v 

place in thA writjngs of Medeavul.Jewish phiJo~o[hers. The Anthx-0-
<::·-

pomorthic expressions in tho Bible are philosophicaJ.ly explained. 
~ 

They felt tr1at~e1:-r1i;-ed philo8oph:i.c dofinit:Lc.msof God. In order 

not to do violence to the Unity and IncorporehlL~y of God, they 

tried to ex.plc\in a./way the many dfscriptive exproosions o:J:' the 
I"/ 
() 

Bible about God, Saadia held that th? asdription of lifo, power, 
. +o 

and ln1owledge &£! God does: not invlove plnrf.tli ty in his Er:;sence. 

Miamonides conc-:C~ved God afJ obsoltrtely transcenclcrn.t and un-
L •. 

knowable. No positive predicate can apply to Him so as to in-

diciate his Essence. We can only say what he is not. We cannot 

say what Be is. The only predicates huving application to God 

are nego..ttve and ~s110~fs dosif;nates effects .~f God'.s activ:lt~r 

in the world. Gor.,onideB was not sat:U:Llfed with this au1osticimn 

e.ncl ~d a more human view. Tho soul of' m.a.n aJ.~30 we .. s an 

r11 important question ·it.a :::edeaval Jowis~1 writers. hey prove ·tJ.1~1t :-mn 

has a soul,tho.t tho soul,; is not material, that it is a ffubntant:lal 

entity and not a :·:HH'e q.uli.ty or accident of the body. 
.J.. 

hoi:t" 

clans:L:J:'ication of the sou,:~_ its borrowed f:riom Ari~:>tot :_o and Plato; 

the tl1reofold di vi sio:n. into veg;a ta ti ve, · an:l.mal, mid r•a tiona1-e8:-l t1Y 

the apetitive, spirited, rational. Prophecy wus tho manifestation 

of' the active intellect in man. The freedom of mun to act w-i--tfi 4r"£.o 

another great problem which ongagec( their minds. M:.;my reasons :;.;.re 

advanced in favor of j_ ts i,eali ty. 1'he ::.=mb,ject is felt to havo its 

dif'J:'icultios, and tlle arguments ar;a:inst f:ree will ta:~.en from 
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the c£~~al sequence of nature and hered.i t~r are n@~ ignor·ocl. 

'rhcc;y o. l:::JO seelr. to reconcile the ant:inom.:y of freedom ~/I'S. 

God 1 l?J f'or~I{how].edge. The ultL:iate sanction of ethics are of 

courGe the:l stic and Biblical. 1'he ceremonial law:-:> o.r•e brought 

into relation w:Ltb. the ethic<:~l motives. 'rlie dogmo.tlc .elements 

of Jud.iarnn riecoi ve much attention. 'l'he Bible is invariably 

accepted as Divinely revea~.ecl. '.I1ho 1awn ure divided into two 

classes, rational and traditional. Some consideration is also 

given in most of t.ho :Lr books to eschatalOti:l cal matters, such 

as the ciest:i.n:y of the ~=·oul q:fter death, tl:ie m::.tm:•e of' future 

r>evrnrcl and puni~3l:Jnent, :cerysur'cction of the bo~1y and Messhmio 

I 

I 

I 
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py:-p.~-;;;ni-4 ~ • i ! 

In this intelloctual atmosphere Is.:-i.ac Ar~tma was ecluc~~-ted. 

ilin this he carried on ·t-tte~sp:Lritual actlifut:!..os. He is not an 

original philospher. Ho ha:::; no systom to:.defen<lL He treats the 

same problemn, although not always in the same vray. His psychol

og;y is pr•CJ.ctically the SD.me ~c~ltho.ugllfore elaborated and made 

to apply to homiletical advanta~e. 

A word remains to be said about. the poi3t-M.i.amon:ld'2an 

perj_od. Iviiamonides did n<bt treat the que;Jtion of' tho immor

tality of tho inclivid.ual Goul at length. It would qppe~or 
fY' ii-' , ... [,,,.z,·vj.'-'!,:~.''. J;>":' '.··~. t-i' ric"./,; r,;vf,,~J./ ~c,.:j/ 

him 4'-0 Averroes whose main activ'ities were carr>l~cl after the 
/.<.« 

death of Miamonid.eB, the intolloct when in separation fr· om the 

body is not subject to the individual dbstinction; since matter 

alone 1 s t.he principlo of ind:tviduation and the in11nater>ial. 

cannot embrace a numbeX' of individuals of' the same spec:i.eB. 

After the death of H:Lrnnonidc:H3 the psychological treatnent of the 

soul~ was carried on in great detail. It v1 as tho •1:iri od of the 
'· 

decJJ.no of Jevfish phi,losophy. 'rt1e1Vgu:u.l.e of the Perplexcd
11

hac1. 
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been '11here vrer•e those who f'ollowod NJ:iam~~(i:ldos and those 

who o ~11:io r;ed him, but thf-H'e were f evr indeed who a ttcmpted the 

o~ ph:Llosophy and Jucliasm. Go !'Boni des 

and Cr•oscitls aro perhaps the only two vrho among the post-Hht 1 -:oniC.-€,_;c-:.n 

"' phi losophern contribute orignal ideas of any V~J. lue. Arama is 

an apologcto. His main interests lie in the fortification of roll~-

ious pri.nciple s of JucL asm. It became nce~3Sarj; to do thLi in h:i.G 

day. He vraG not e~nf'ronted by the :necoGs:Lty of provinG the Exi:~:t-

er;.ce and the Incor•poreo..li ty of God by reason. No one dciubted these 

thincs, and they had been proven by ~en before him in ~ convinc-

ing manner·. It waD a tLne of r•t;;lgioi.rn disputatj.ons and forced 

ver::d.ons. Ar><.tma had to defend Judiam:n against the attack of 

unfi'i'E~ndl;y Christians. f\.rama's work, the 
11
.ti.kad"-1th ilTitzchal~ 11 

may be clasoed among .works of' BJt>lical eXeL;:er>is as well a~; unc.lor 

Jewish philosophy. 
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Ig~a~Arama is first ana last a religious thinker, As such 

--·~ he is intensely concerned wlth s~fe guarding the relicious view 

concornihg God and his relation to man. He is intensely con-

cerned with the_ philosophcr'a view of the essential questi~ns 

of religion in general and J-udiaffm :Ln particular. As a - Jewish 
' 

religious thinker he feels called upon to defend Judiasm and its 

Philosophy had made :l.ri"-·Foads lnto the r·c=lgious bel:iefB of 

men. Many who re::d the "Morehn po:Lnted to it/not alvm;; s :i.nte11-

igently, as a corrob~ration of their unrell[ious opinions. It 

beca:nc nece::-;sary to malrn clear the r lationship between ph:i.lo.sophy 

and revolat:ional truth. Arama does this in several places. (1) 

God 1 s wopd is most helpful to man in his efforts to live the highly 

moral and spiritual life. (2) Philosophy must be brought to inter-

nret God's ... c trtlth. J;( knowledge of phi losoph:L cal di :::mi Dline s ar·.e 
~L--- ... ~~---' ... 

tXerefore most neceGfJar;1' to h:i. who would attain r 1

know:Leci(,e of 

the h:idden trut.hs that ar•o to be found in the 1'or·ah. The implicj.t 

reliance on the truth pof::isor::sing natur•e of the 'l'or.·~11 is of course 

the first necessity. The occurance of two stories similar in 

content and oven in phraseology I)lUSt be explained on the basis of 

deep puripoBe w'!--iich ii:; knowable to hi:::1 on:Ly who knows phU.o::oophy. 

1. 

2. 
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The Torari· has very much to say about metaphysics, 

@Fl 
i'iut ronomy , 

o.r:Lth'.etic. und pur1 0 mathe•'.H:tt:Lcs as well a(c: phy:c>ics, politic8.l 

science(l). We shall find thatArama knew the field of philosophy 

and that r!e had u c1·i ti cal i:wrec:Lation of the ultimate ,. r•r' ") 'l ,.,; '' c• l J ..JI -·"-d,l1J 
~-' . 

with wh1ch philo::3nphy busies it~;olf. He fe1'.>t the difficulties and 
/ 

'_) 

inconr.3:L atenc1es wllJ ch abound in the bool;:s of tho J.)iblo f;cncl l'e 

e;zpl01ln.s 
-~ 
/' 

sp1r:i.t. 

thorn in tho ligl1t o:t' h:Lr-: doc;natic and :·1ocliaeva1 philoso_phic 

We ~:;hall ~;ind th~~ t he :i. f; a rpom:Lnent l/~f the art of' 

homiletics, poc:DesE;ing a ~;uperJ.or ability in Urn idealization of 

Scripture st!Dries. We Dhall also f'J.nd tt_at hs ifJ a [reat mor•;J.l 

ph:L lorrnp110r au.l po~" Do sr;e s depth of thouEht in adv:.mcint; h.1 s 

ethi C,'.:l 1 ~-~Y r::;te,r. to wh:Lch he s:i.ve s 8. psycJ10lo(o). c:Jl bac:l s. Al tot_;ether 

he is a man of u~usual groatnesfJ and it is for good reauon that 

lle has 11:L81ded such enormouD inf':.uonce over philcnrnpnical teachern 

after rlirn. 

33 

'I 

,i 

I ,, 
I' 
I: 



,_ .. 
; 

. I 
~L 

His Ph:LloBophy. 
God-Conception. 

Sinco it is not a phLLoE~ophy which lhe is writi.nc; bqt 
•,: / ' 

rather a book of philor3oph:Lcal ::;t:n•mon:.:>, we;· must lf-ok fur' hL=J
1 

, 

t 

God-conception as well as for the rest of his conceptions all 

through his sormorw; he docs not treat it oxhm .. 1r3t:Lvcly :Ln an:y 

one place. And when we shall have found all his rmarKs co~-

cer.ning it. wo shr.'.:n fi.nd t.l:;at ho doei:> not pre:3ont it in a 

logical ()''' .)J. first· ~hat is renerall'1' ~-' ~ 

mado,then proceed to Give the different S.od~- concept ions n1cn 
-~ 

hD.ve hold, c:,_nd lastly treat his own conccpti:~in of Cod. .In hls 

ssnnon for the Parasha. ~ '~A, where he shows that ~ouls 

differ in tho matter of tho Divin0 lig~t as bodies differ in 

that a cor·rect God~conc0ption is to be Gotten, not as the phil-

osuphers sa;y- b~ a co:l1pari smrr' of God with the sc·t~l,. \_)ut · rat[:er 

arc: the R::i.bbi s ~:;o.,y, hy a comp<:J.ri son of' tho i:wul v1:ltl1 God:; for, 

vre t;1 r,7 not.idng ar)out tho soul whorcus we know a great deal about 
I 

God from the Holy Books. ~Jnyc·r·t1~a·J·~~~ 1·1c• nr•c)C89~ 0 ~O n1•1lra .L 1....;; ,., • ,. '-'..:.. • \:.:.1 1,J i..:> ' • . ,, J.;... · ~ :. ...... ~ ... J l,.1 . ·: ... ~:. ,\, D 

the ph.Llo:3c_,r)hor 1 s co:·ap<lrison betwecrn God c:-;.nd tho Goul. Jtrnt. o..s 

tho :::;oul por,:;ue::.1se~: tour.characteristics so wo mig1.1t a13crj_1Je to 

God four attributes. 

1. 'l'ho f:lOUl 

of tlrn body; so God :Ls ever:~;w.twr·e th¢ 'caw:Jc ·of r::otio111. ( l). 

~-~. 'l'he soul is a pure npi ritual. e'Bsocnce a11d cnnrwt ·.be per-

c;aJ,VE;d th rout_:;.:, tho senE:es; so God :ts · incorpo.ree 1 and 

may be Irnown, even ro.s the soul :Ls, thr•ough actr:0;(2) 

2. 
,. 

;> ,'(.;:J IJ 1,q/ Tl,~/? /)pJl)/j" ~"' j) ,'{1 .J /JI NJ /) ;1/'? /I'"? j) i' b 
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(fol 
The soul is the lifo of the body; so'~od is the life 

of the world (1). 

'].'h <' J . • c1 1 .- lr l ~.rr r 1~ 1 • . . 0 oOlL. ].,_, UilLLO.vd.U G, God is unknowable . 

It may be sofely stuted however, that he accepts 
f' . 

. the T·'.:lamon:Ldfsti·1 ccncept:Lon o:t' c;od. God nay be t.:nown only 

-z-J /in " negeti.ve way. On' y the pure intollcct.c (D'~'?. J D '~ :> IJI) 

' may know Him as Ifa rooa lJ,y is. Lan may know God by ·:nmvledge 

of,/t;_ posteriori kL1cl, t.})at :Lu, from Ilii3 nHJrd.fc:;str1.tions ln 

Hir;; f'elatiorn3 to the world u~). And th'.C: :r8<"..ElGn that :n'3.n cannot 

know God IU·,1 f;elf', is tlw.t l n tuo ca Be of God, the at tr:L bute s 

such as existence, unity, eternity, knowledge, will, etc., are 

not outside of Him as they arc in the crrGe of ~man, of whcm 

a c01~.cept:L on m:,:y lie had even 8~--.. i)a.Pt from his at tr:L bute s. In 

the co..:::ie of' God IUD attributcn are of hiG very oc;sonco. 

by \'f.i:'iich ·,;w .. n must knovr liim if' he ls tu know rn.m at all, vdtllout 

them. a c once pt.ior:: of God i r; o 1 toe;ethc r ~ abso1ute ly irnpossi tile. ( 3) 

No sooner do we begin to speculate about the perfection bf God, 

an idea which vvc muut o.r:iGociato with Him, than we are met with 

m<:;.ny dit'f i cul t:l.c s. If God i.::; IJOrf'e ct then Ills ac tu <::' .. re also 

purpo;.>ive as woll as pL1rposoful; fer aimlossrwErn evon i.n the 

case of' man, is corn.:;id.er·c-;d a cr~Lg}:rn fault :-1.nd a i::,larinc L11-

r."I • -i • - 1 ~ ' ., \.;-"' .... • 

pcrrect1on. Consider tne long and carcfufurexpended by Israel 
rJ tJYt 
'~ the builclin2. O·t'' tl·ic' 'I'·:.-11.DJ"" •1 r1d con~1· c·1' 1""··· ~ 1 "'C' he)"' ·1· t ,,,., '' f"J' • ; . :, (J L. ·' - 'J ' '-"- .• • • ·~- 0 I cl.-·'·' .J - V'I .. ,, LJ,"' •• -

nally de~3tr·oyod. God HLnr:iolf' filled h Xi-y -:;:/J.. with H:l;:; C)~'m 
--·----·--.. -.. ---·· .. ----·····-····.~·-.------.. ---------··-:---·----· ··------~·- ··--.. ---·,-- r--~·-.. ........... ----------·-· ........................... ····-. 
l . D ~ I j ,, J) '.) J1 N J T ,1 J. j> 1/ 118. ~ I ) i7 ') :> .fl ,'I. jJ J T /) V-> ()) J fl ii Y:J 
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Dl. V'i ··1n ~~<>a··o-·1 8/.t "''01··· tl·l'·~· fTlO'"']. :f·'1' E'li -l ~, ,,·.J.u ii.,.( .L . . ,, u· .1 •••• ·, 

and as :far aG huuan :Lntc::LLe ::"t c;,·.n judge, :Lt vnu; all for nougl"it. 

Is it po;~::dblo tliat God wor>lu:; rlithout lmowlcdf:c of futurA .clov;:;lop-

ments'l' ~:
1

0 affirm such 8. por.rnibility is tc dec1arfJ God :L1aporfect 

indocd. On the othc:r hand, if we a;::;r~r:i.ho to God a knor;Ld[:fJ of 

essence of God, since we cannot 11~va an idea oven 0f His knowl~Jge 

vrll.:Lch is IU.s os:::;ence, is e .. n unatta:i.nable e>Uject of man:J' [;pir:i.tw:<.:l_ 

effort ~; . ( 1 ) 

C11 oat:i. on. 

God :Ls thG .Acti VG \~io~,;~~~.~·-·( ~ j '~ ) 
and not me rely tho Cr~use 

( /) J. b ) ()f the Urn.i.ver·r>e. Philo~~pliers .have .hc:dcl that the1:"c,; i:::; 

a very close connection botwoon God and creation. The connection 

they say is LLke thi:tt f'ouncl betwe:n tno fire and trw he<'.t Vlhich 

God i.s tlie '.11J.1inlrnr, the Ir~tollcct, :md Cb,jcct 

crcati~n was an absolute necessity of God's and hence they used 

Wo, true believers in 

Ex.J. st once i :::: concarned.. His essence would not hnve s"l1fferod in tho 

Out of great love for :naL •io:s lie w:i.11 tu cr·cate tjrn world. 

:·.'iiamonider.;, n1tl~ot:.gh a bel:i.ever·:LL1 Crer~t:lon, rof(:Jl'S to God 

as . But ho did :30 for phJlosoplli.c;:~l. 

Uc'3 wished to use a wo:rci vu l ch would i.ncl ude three oi;_t. of Uw four 

causes always pr>osent :Ln tho oxistence 01' an ob,jocL, na::,olyJ.God 

1. /02 )j ll/ 

I 2. 3 <{ ...,jV/ 
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((t~lm 
·we mus{)\: 'be1:i. eve that 

((;f~ 
God cre~~t:::d the world out o·;L ·'81nothi:ng, 

and becauce God is the Crea~or lie can a.1.:r::;o be the Destroyer as 

indoed He was when the world was destroyed by tho great Doluce. 

,, 

111 

/I 
Ii 
'I 
I 

ii 
Now if the world is eternal, which the philosr.iphorc clatm :i.t i::.1, f 
God could not have doetroyed tho world since He did not create it.(l) I 

'.L1he philoGphors had held that tho relation of God to His 

crontures is that of Lhe soul to the body. rl111j.s ls a mistake. U~) 

God is self-su~fi~ient and indopendant of the world. (3) His essence 

is of the utr!'losot pu:t':Lty, It.is a unity the like of w;·1ich.'ts 

not found. The abBtract :Lntellects f, 1h12J P'~~w) , alt110ugh 

they are not compositions and each of them :t'ornrn a unity, yet 

not even they can be r:e;:.~cd.bed as being one :i.n the crnri.se :i.n which 

God is One. 1I11·10y ;;ire 1.mder the nocesB:i.ty i'.;)f thinking of their 

Cau::rn, and thj.s a1 one :i ~'' enou.~-'h to dostJ·oy abr.c;olute unity. 

'j1· !' 
I 

Neither' are the sto.rs nor the :::plwres real un1ties~ '.l.'he star o.nd : [ 

the sphere are two different substances. Wo need not con~ider 

ub.ectE> of tl1e lower sta;_;;es ¢:.-"wh:i.ch r1rc cc1ppo13itions of tl'le forn· 

elem.entfl. God alono if,.; real unity. '11he evil that bc:)fr;.y"'man C:H3 

al 1- tl1ing;s. 
\ . 

Elven undcn· evil of the utmoBtpxti.ni'ul degree, the 

true be l:i. evo r must still declare G0d's unity. Rabbi Akkibah 

was strong in this belief as the Talmud testifies. (4). 

1. I~ "ljvJ 

2. 3g ') UJ 
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r;-
~~~ God 1 ::> Etio\Vledge and Llarfa~ F're0do111. 

Garsonides.meets the difficulty of God's omnicience and 

His appC\ront aL:a1ei:;sno s s in c o•m1d@nint; the bui ldlng of the Temple 

which f:Lnally rrnffei1 ec1 destruction, by clGcl;J.ring that God does 

not know particulars as particulars bµt, as ordered by the universal 

laws of .nr,tur>o, IIG knows the unive,-sal order> :n1d He know.:; tl;.e 

particu:ars in so far as they are united in the univoral ortler. 

'l'he contingent acts God does not 1,. ... , 01•1 e 1 " <" ·-~!... /'' -- ._, 1,: ... 

/ 

man werG not f:roe. 

He therefore accepts Free wi 11 vri tt1 its con-sequences at tl:o ri s1-:: 

of Llmi Ling God's knovrloc.l::._.0 to events which :.;;:cc deten:nined b~' the 

;.avn:; of nature. MiamonidGS. wtots more true to tlie believer'' s v:i.ew. 

God is omnir3C:i.ent and man is free. 1.ian cannot know the nature 

of God snd hence must remain in the darl;: ac to the rwture of his 

knowledge. Arama cannot accept tho v:tew [Jf Gc:n•sord.des, Any 

view of God's knowledge which makes God .ignorant in any way 

1' 

ii 

i I 

" 

of the future outcomG of events, j_s ::wcri bing to God an imperfection. : I 

But a more serious objection to Gersonidos's conception of God's 

omniscience is AJ:'ama's criticism of his v:i.ew on tho bas:Ls o:f:' :Lti:3 

implication of Goel. chanE:Lne;. Gersonides admits that God does 

know man's~ acts, and this rnakeE; Hirn open and subject to 

change. Ar0oma cU.t:~rrd1:>.ee::::1 Ge1'oonideB 1 s v:i.ew· as hurtful to mans' 

moral ~evolopment. He accepts the more religious attitude of the 

problem already &;ivon bir M:i.amonidcs in ;{'9 ,..,21wJ~ .,.,1:i~;1 (J.). 
#~ 

God knows pen·ti cul arc ~o mer.ms of ti1e urnversaJs, but mc.u1 1~nowrJ 
)1''1 

t.m.iver•st~ilts ,,-IJ;a means of Uic~ :_oarticulunB. ~\ 

.Prop.l10c~r -·--··""'·---..,...,, .... .,.. .. 
Mia;~1.on:Ldos had sa:Ld that tb.e1"e were throe wavs of eB-•.. 

pl::d.ni1{lg prophecy: 1-tho tmcri tical way, the one held by tho people -___ _..._...._.,._ .• ..,..,,,..,4........__,___n ___ ~• .... •~•·--·--~----.. -. ... - ... .-~~~·-•-•-U• ..,. ... _.,..__,., ··- """""'~---------... ..,,.,.,..,.,_,_,,,,._ -.., ... ., ___ .,....., __ ~•··-·"'- -.,. ... .,.~_...,, '• ·-·...-.1>--•-·•--~•·---
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(/' Acco:cd0:~g; to this way God cho::;e one vri thuut """-'f'"~.{~~C"' ~·.,,.) 1 
• .L" c;.l J11

.1 '" v 11.lS 

intellectual attainments and upon him flc-) showex•ed. much of liis 

Divine upirit. 2, the vJcv1 of tho philosopllors; thi.s v:Low 

holds that pro})hccy is a n<:.~tu:r•nl re.ffu.lt OJ: a lonf_'.; proces:::; of 

montal and moral disciplinary life. 3, the religious view; 

Aecord:lng tofthis v:i.ew the prophet is ::n<bJect to Gd.d 1
;,:; ··.'ill 

and l'3elocti on bpt i ~:; also dc;pendm;t ur)on a. life exornplc:.i.ry 

J.n the ;natter of a lonr; preparaU.on of' a mental and moral Kind. 

It is surprising Ji.pm:ia ~3ta te s ·that l..Iiamonidc; s inclined to the 

")l·1-' ··1orl·0 ·h,~··1·• I" v·· "'\'/ l .J. - - . . i-i v, • ,_, J. ,-, • lie finds Lliamonided most inconsistent. 

Hclding <J.s he does to creation out of n~thin 
'-' 

( 1 ) .how could 

#j::i.amonid~;o rrnlrn prop:wcy a natural phenoGenon. 'l'hc _philof::;ophe.c s 

are consi str.31.tt cnou[;l:L He vroulcl not :nake prophe ey a l~·t ter of 
!' 

110.rd traininc, but ratlw:t' a :;ian:i.feutation full. of wonder and 

~iraculous, ~o be explained on tho basis of G0d's election. (2) 
• 

'J.'he prophet mlw t, to ')C f'.ur·0, have a .ln10"\Yledge of the lavrn of 

nature. Ho mu,:t be able to cl:i.st.L::gu.ioh between :::~n cv·cnt which 

carries w1t:h :Lt God's vrnndcrs from. Em ,evetit ."which :Ls only nc;,_tura.l. 

Out:Jide of' this l<:ind of tnov1lodgc tho pr>ophet rw0d not hc.:.ve 

any ~ore (3). In a general way we may say that prophecy must 

ffver rcma:Ln a \ny .. tery. It :Ls be~yond human ken to !:nm·; it ar::; j_t, 

re all~.- 1 s. ( 4) Ari<:illW Be><::: ms to contrad:i. ct hL1colf at ti .i.c s. V/hon 

spoal;:ing of Jacc;b 1 H drco.::1 (5) he say,s ts~;p that only after' an 

1. 1'1ttd ~',I~ 
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(...). 35 ...,yu; 

'Z o. 3£' :J LJ) 

4,. ?_0 "') l}/ 

,. '2- t-( ') j LJI o. 

•. I 
I 

r 
:J 
I 

ii 
i I 
11 

I 1i ~ 
I ~ I 

1: I 



I 
~ 

l 

i ntbw .. to lrnowledc;c of :Jotaphy sic;,; and logic cloe ri proplJ.,.:icy ccx;;e 

to nan. We :Joe that· A11 ama 's ccccoptlon of th:LE:: ver-;, :LmporLtnt 

ph:i.1o~;oph:lc3.l (H'oblm,1, orw i:;o clocc.:J.~r connected with the reBt of' 

the ·1>0':.i·1""l" o"·' (,.,"'Jjc·'.o''Q·j·-·1 c•··-h' ." .1 .. , . .,.,t· ,a·,·--:et" ·~· .L 
'. - ".J I . .c..C11 ~' .l. ·' .l." ""CO~. v .. o ,( l.LJ.O,_,c,p y' J .• ,, '-''·'{_)'•la J .. C '"'' uncr:L l,lC<l .• 

Ge r:d sf-: the phi lo;:; ophi c bacl~t.,round of this. problc:rn: as :Lt i B f'ound 
H 

I 

E:.aad). a, and :\u amonide ~}. It does not fo~low lo~icallv 
·--· ti 

:fr•om :my • • "l • t 1 i pri1ncJ.p..1,.e J.n ·,ne ·7pn;/ s cs or It mu~;t bo sr1i <i 

once nore t:1at brama w:J.f3 pd.mnral~/ a i'.!to-cali:::rL. AcccpU.nr; this 

and rejecting that philosophic viow in acc0rdance with not any 
.~· •. -J •.. ~-r 

definite world v:Lew of his own r:c·Lthcr th~ gene:ra11y aeeeptc~d. 

dogCTas 6f the R bbis. He als o states thaL tho 

oven exocll the prophet in the ~atter of accuracy of details (1) 

){I 2 J knows tho future in a general way although in a 

more certain way than does tho 

even know the particulars and the concattnation of events loading 

up to a certain historical happsning, 

Providonco and Justice 
--·-~·~ ............ ~ ....... , ....... ~~·---···•-•-«N---A--N"• ..... ,.,~,,._, ...... ~,.-

The highest pooaible moral happiness that can come to 

man 1s the con;:;tant feciLinc; o:L' r.;r·:;;.titude to G,)c~i~ the Giver of 

all things, the Provider for all. Nothing ever har~ons by chance. (2) 

God is inherently good and the apparent ovil that befalls the 

individual is nll for the good of the larser group. 1
. ,, 

•;'; 

courGe free to act. Experience teacho s that thropgh h.L no·:m 

efforts raan may attain success. But experience ulso teaches 

of 

tllat his ej_forts ;[lay 'ile :Ln vain. 'l1M.r:; i.s bGCllWH~ God door:.~ 210t 

Wl Gh.tf1·~'t: .. :_ "'UC CG· c• .-~ .. CA. J u _, 1.J,...: 

1. 7q "ljUJ 

2. 74- 1yw 

come to HLi1. 1lra111[l bel:LeveB t11~J.t rna.r1n' Guccess 
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depern'.({i:~ even when hL.:; i'rue acts be of goocl inif(r'.~t:l.on and 

should brine him success, in 

~ T J() ) wi t.:1 vrhi ch God 1 D 

p1'ovidence vrnrirn t:Jgether. ~~hcu:Jd Hi H Fate be unfortrm:.t te 

or even tolerably good ,_, u, J.-), hi c ;_;ood dead[~ wi 11 bring 

about God's providence in his behalf. Whon mans' free acts 

are not so well intont:loned and in addiLJ.on his f'ato is om:Ly 

tolerably !2'00d 
C.,) ' 

:i.t becomes n.ecesBaJ..,.,1-- for man to put forth more 

Not even a fortunefQfate ( :::l 11.P 4TJ';J) ·,:ill ~ [~11.vu in c:a;:w h:i.s 

doeds r:.re doc:i.decily w:lckod. In tld ::.: wn..;y J\.r>&Lw. malrnn the fortunoB 

of man subj GGt to a.n tn:cont rio1ab1e e leuent wh :. ch he C8..lls 

( /., ;~) <i m;ysteri.oun unphlloBophicrtl o:ntity. (1) '.L'he :.aws of tho 

tho compensation 6eted out (8). God's prmmise that ho would never 

agaj.n pun:i.eh men b::; flood n:::eds e <Plal'.2ation accc;:t'cJ.in.c; to Ara~J<L 

If punithing people is contr~dictory to God's justice wl~ 

did God punt sh th.em'! If' it :i.:::. not why th:i.::; p1·0::1if:::o'i' Onl~i 

when thor;;e who PGCeivo IJ.:Ls providence clw.nc;c , do Hir:~ act~; 

change. Before tho flood every one had perverted their wuys. 

Hance. God brought tho flood. A groat mornl chRnce had buen 

wroucht by the flood, hence God Is prorrd.f38. ( ~)) God doos not 

rule by ono law, for then tho .world Gould not lc.-st. TJ:w 

nat nral ln.w r;;.lonc v;cn1ld Pequ~. re tot ;.J an:ni.hi. 1::1.tt on, ;~t cert :: .. Ln 

tLrwr:. Tho :i.ndivi.dua1 pPov:Ldcnce ro2tores the propc;r b~dancc 

of the uni vers. God rulD::: by maan;:5 of t7ro lavr,s, the rm t;u.:.•al and 

tho moral or miraculouR. And the t~o arc operated for the good 

1. '].. b lj IJ/ 
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no c i et~· · ( 1 ) . C.,~ 'f.1 

'' 

'I' 
'he unlvc2se · ic •':t' thr•<:;CJ parts; J·-'tho hit;he1' wc:pJ.cl, 

which compr:Lses tht~ abntr>act :hr.!.Lollcct;:; (1J1'7-r2.J t:J'J,'::>C//~ :ftf1ct 

1'1 18 1 f3 e t~e :rr1a.1 and the por'foction of thoi r 

which compr·J.:-.;cs the Loavonly bodieG and Eipirnl"cr::, Ther;c3 :-1.r.·c; of 
j;Jr. 

" lo~ d0~roe of ot.)iritualitv. The~{ exist i~dividuallv 2n~ are {_.A, • - 'i /( ~ '-4 (.) .... • ~. ""' ~ ,J 

of purer subs"c..:)ncc U:;c1n the co;:ipo;.::ition£-; er the next norld; 

:5-·an.d the lower' world; vrhich cont!dn::; all o{ the c:bjects and 

compounds mado up from the four olc2ent~. Their existence 

:LD cph·2mer2.l a:.cl thoit' on:Ly puq:c:;c lies ln the fact th .. t 

"'"'notlrnr cla:-:;f;:Lf':Lcat:L ·n :Ls to be found in his i::1troduction to 

Exodus. God is the first cCause and the 1~uler of the nn:Lvurse. 

lf:co:-.1 IUm ominc~tes wi::;dom to ~~d.l ob,jGcts. 'l'>o ab.~tract intollccd,r.; 
'1.'?: 
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. . Samples of his homeletics. 
-~---~ :_· . --~'et·m"a"'~tn~~,~~<;'4-&'~~~e·ll!1~~;t"'".;i..a-n·&ir'~~f:ti~l..t-t'°,.,.d@;Gi®r0at .. ,..;thh.Q-1M~,~:i:'t~Jl'.~'-·r 
··~~~·*it s ~n ·!;he. de:'elopment of a se:mon. Th~re is ~lway~ Biblica~ ;,~~i,..'J!.~trtfic' .. texi 
~ ~ · i.'[ lla ing tlns is the , ph1losoph1c thesrus. wh1~Jl, .. wJa'61f""elaborated throws 

·--t t · ght 1 the text.Next comes the long list .Q,f .. ,,.;,.·-·'"'"""~"'' or difficulties of the 
;._ , on text f which the text ~..!J,r. . .a~4'n-a:11y"'""-the application is made and . . .. i. 1 isv·-a"Iways interestin ~~::#i. ~- .-~.l~ .: · rlJ-~crn: [ 

/ $, ~ ~- · -~'o ____ ~~~~-,.··'*-~----.,,,;, _' :;, _ _ "> o'f' his homil~tic~ .b.y......,,,. -~ 
· < ~ shmV'h"' rat:ional1s · 1c ph1losopluc an ... y 1cal elements in 111.s ideas. I 

i 

The philosophers have said that mans learn~ng process is best understd 
', 

if we imagine the mind a"~lean slate"upon which impressions are const~ntly be~ 

macle.ll.rama, as a Jewish moralist, holds that man is born w1 th moral tendencie;3 • I 
But some of us do not follow these tendencies.We must sooner or later come to 

realize that we have gone astr_ay; and in order to embark upon moral life we must i 
{ 

moral life~s,.the moral life an apprecia 
j I 

painfully}:earnfand e~perience what the 

tion for which we could have had if we had aajy followed the moral tendencies I 
! ., 

endowed to us by birth.Upon the heart of man are inscribed the mo~al injunction~ 
I 
f 

Therare the .)'.JJ/wf{1 v JJ In / ~ , whi~:ip sinful Israel caused to be broken. The sec-.. \' 

'1 

and set of 'J:ablets represent the efforts man must make in the direct.ion of self" 

education as a result of his a.isobedienoe to innate morality in him;t I 

-1 \lj 
Israel must forever consider itself governed by a special providence., 

To deserv& this special providence 1srael must be faithful to its historic miss-~ 

ion. The)'°' n 'J'J r undoubtedly interfere with Israels constant mindfulness of ·!;he \\
1 

law;but they need not be neglected;they must be looked upon as neoessary to the ~ 
I' 
' 

sound condition of the body thru the medium of which the souls activity is carri 

I on. '.l1he :.,''J r' l-;0 ~.:!.l~ __ ar:_~: __ c_o~::~-~~~~-~~~~~~~:~:~~~--l~~!~~-~.'.!J2 .• ~~~-~:-~ -i, 1------...... -.............. "'""', ___ .._ol.illll -

Cf)'ij U) 

(.it, 
.....,u I ~1 

64. 



Ci 

. . ((iR 
.That is to say the material'~fe must be disoj 

plined from the point of' viefof the spiri ti.al. The day 0f the ') ;:i 1 y n ./\ l.'J J. 

came ,.... -o 1) n )I' 7} 11> ~ .)'\ 'J 1:J..u/1> ./l:J. .v,.. Mn P v.> and not _;--, r u/1(.., :a.. ..ti ..:i. v . JnJ>. 

to show 
might at any time posses 

! 

thereby that t.~e/1,\'fl Jli'11.:J.-" which Israel 

r.aust be viewed as giftstfrom God who takes speci.al 
~ 

delight in Israel whom ~ 
) 

I 

guides 11
bJ 7') 11 even as the miraculous event of the .Exodus symbolizes;! 
~ . I 

not as the ~~ result. of ones own effor·t which theJl'&1~1,;i.. ./'i:J .v / signify~ 

' 17rJ'f'! J /f as it does the commemoration of the 
•. ~Me. 

The elo~ of the 

-
j)J 1 ,...., , , ....,. } ::i 

/ 
had to be mindful of 

.J'o 'J:l I# fl JI ;J i1 , might suggest. 1 

I 
manners of mfin. The J ,..., :) inrearing the 

the responsibilities of his dignified of 

They were to be "11 u ol, /' "=>1°~ ~ and therefore e1wl'llys 15-:);:i.4 .2. 

Let not man become a slave to earthly thingsThe 

was made punishable by the '.l.1orah because of his slavishne~es to the things !1 

this life. when therefor.)~ the seventh period of .too~ ~ i 
comes he must· ! 

go forth 1J JTI , cf)!>1/' 1 no matter how. desir·ou@ he may be to cleave to hits 

ial possessions.( 

Man must find a helpmate that is fit for him.Aramis homi~ 

ical genius finds in this the story of the combination of /l ' ' .,..... a.J 7 P II' I 
~ of man. According to man's disposition for· things,.and this Ais \ 

I· 
·-~· ,,,. I pos.i tion is given to him at birth, will be the degree of the ;.;, ~ 1 l 

~ ~a,f 4 · 6'nly he who is 2.1v ., that is with the proper disposition, I 
will ·in the end find the ?i If) j that is ?-.' lP • 4This sotmdw very much like 

allegorization of Philo·It is morii probable however that the influence of 
"'' .....-~- ... - ........... ~--- ....... ___ "' _____ ,...,_ ... o\<' ___ ...... _ ... _~ ____ .. _,,,_,,,_,...., ___ ,,,_...,'"IW_,,..._"'2'11 _____ ...-,.i __ ............ _ ...... __ ~----~-......,-...... ------"'f 
'.'1 07 }juJ i 

2. SI -, jl.}) j 
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Kabbal_a ~-.i.~ responsible for this interpret_ation. 
I ..e--

'rbe J)°& /VJ to 11 r.£1,v.. represents the strain"l-of body after life 

dis.approved by the ~ .) If/ • 1 

Clean speech is the result of a.eep thinking. The y ') J-/,, (Tal 

~ 
mud, j -J A'·.:Si io :niin order to cure -:Hself is commanded' to go outside of the camp. 

~~ 
rrhe thought here is that, man~ inorder to aspire to El:-i-ve things, must be as muoh as 

possible free from the evils suggested by sooiety.2 

< 'i{twi . 
The commandment concerning / I':) ?i 1' 1~ v..,; 11.rama makes _another 

lesson ~ting man to reduce the bodily demands to a minim~m.Only when the 

the soul is allowed to actfreel• w 
r ill the acts of man( o 'J :i.- )be mot.ivated 

towards the highest good.2 

The interpretation of the passage in ~both ab6ut the 

creation of the world / J1 h p 1i ~ ri }tf·h 
1 
is occasion for much philosophic specul.e. 

tion •. Already /'iV 1, p1 

.2. JJ1 "5 .l'P'J , fr:n t. ___.. have tried their hands at this 
" 

. I 

n: e<l, Talmudic passage but none of them sat,~sfy the homiletical tas·he of :Arama.He "iA(.,, ~ 

;· 

" 

makes the Ten Words stand for the ten qualities or Causes by which all things 

in the physical world are known.They are:the essence of a thing;its quality; 
I 

its quantity;its place;its time;it~condition;its relation;its funotfuon;its 
I ,. 

receptiveness;; its attrib-uttes. 1 /r'i. ,,..,, I>, i'~,.,, H'J/\'1 fo4instance sym?olizes 
~ 

re..._ p. f j or the essence of things; and)'?" 1;1 1 represents ,1J ,"< ~ or "."i-t-s place5, 

Just as the J'. ht.> ,-.fn teach the ten cau~tive factors in the world of nat.ural 
~~~--!---.....-_...,-

law
1

so ~he ten commandments stand for the te~miraculous ways by means of which 

Israel is related to and guided by GodL4 .. It is all of course far-fetched _and 

rabionalistio·the result of readino into an innocent folk legend speculations . I o . 

:r--~-r;-5~--------------·-----------·"·--·---.. d-------·-----------------···------·--···--·---
2 ""') ::r.11 
8 v 

' 
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(l~ 
of a comlex dnd complicated system • 

(~) 

. Althomgh gold under ordinary conditions is known not to 

bur11 in fire,Moses was nevertheless -wtr's able to burn the:i. /\,. ,\ ~ 
1

, y bec_ause 

he knew the secrets of Ohemis%~~~w~ig~ ~- fire when containing a certain sub 
(\ 

stance could burn even gold.1. 

Do not pray with a feeling of having done/acts of unquestion .. 

able good
1
on the basis of whibh you expect your prayers to be answered. 

-r.A ~, '2)S'I JJ j"' l, ,...r. mea,ns therefore according to .Ar~ma that man must never feel · 
j ~/> , ' 

certain of being positively righ·l;eous. TTh~ kn6'iedge of having been righteous ~:J. 1-,) 

~ I must not be made the bssis of a pr.. erful petition to God. 
/ i 

Many more sample~ might be brough·t to illustrate his hornolet~ . 

. It is not necessary however to duplicate these • .,.....,., .. ,... ______ ....,. _____ .. ""' ____ ...., .. ____ "-__ .. _______ ..., __ ~---~<lllllll __________ .. .,. .. ___ .,.. ___ '"'"'""" .... --.... --.. --

·, 
''· 
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