
INSTRUCTIONS PROM AUTHOR TO LIBRARY FOR THESES AND PRIZE ESSAYS 

TITLE " A Cri tical Edition o f Rabbi David Kimhi' s Commentary t o 
--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--.. . .--~~~~~~~~~-

Psalms 73- 78" 

TYPE OF THESIS; Ph.D. [ D. U. L. [ Rabbinic [ X ] 

Master's Prize Essay 

1. May circulate [x) ) Not necessary 
) for Ph.D. 

2. I s restricted for~- years. ) thesis 

Note: The Library s hall respec t restrictions placed on theses 
or prize essays for a period of no more than ten years. 

I understand that the Library may make a photocopy of my thesis 
for security purposes. 

3. The Library may sell photocopies of my thesis. -1._. 

Dale 1 

Library 
Record 

yes no 

7 I - /1 -Microfilmed ~ I~ , b 
Date / 

Signature of Library Staff Member 



A Critical Edition of Rabbi David Kimhi ' s 

Conunentary to Psalms 73- 78 

Arnold Jay Magid 

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for Ordination 

Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion 

1975 

Referee , Prof. Werner Weinber-J 



DIGEST 

The main objective of this study was the preparation 

of a critical edition of Rabbi David ben Joseph Kim~i • s com

mentary to Psalms 73-78. These six psalms are found in 

Kiml).i's commentary to the Third Book of Psalms which has 

never before been critically edited. Seven manuscripts , from 

the Bodleian Library of Oxford , the British Museum , and the 

Vatican , as well as two incunabula and five early printed 

editions of Kirnl)i's commentary were consulted initially in 

determining their usefulness to this work . Four manuscripts , 

an incunabulum and two editions were ultimately chosen for 

the basis of the critical edition. 

David Kiml).i (1160?-1235?) was born in Narbonne, 

France during the flowering of Proven9al Jewish history. 

The autonomy of the Narbonne Jewish community, initiated 

by Charlemagne th~ Great, plus an atmosphere of religious 

freedom , characterized by the heretical Albigensian sect, 

contributed to KiJntli's concept of exeg~sj s, philology and 

polemics . 

David Ki~i was able to synthesize the three exe

getical traditions of Northern France, Provence and Spain 

into one simple and lucid style, wh ich are reflected in 



his commentary to Psalms. Kiml}i reflec ts a background in 

numerous medieval works, but he was especia l ly influenced 

by Maimonides whom Kim~i was to later defend in an early 

13th century controversy over The Guide For the Perplexed. 

Kiml).i ' s death signaled the beginning of the decline of 

Prover.cal Jewry. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Since my initial exposure to the writings of Rashi, 

I have been fascinated by medie,,al commentaries and the 

medieval milieu, in general. Like most beginning students 

of exegesis , I was initially introduced to the Torah commen

taries of Rambam, Ibn Ezra and Sforno. The most preeroi11ent 

commentator to the Prophets and Writings, however, was Rabbi 

David ben Joseph KimJ:li, also known as Radak. 

In investigating the life of David Kim~i, I was struck 

by the great breadth of his interests. 

Jewish scholarship was foreign to him. 

No major area of 

Kim~i was comfortable 

in grammar, philosophy, and exegesis, as well as polemics. 

This latter area astonished me for I had not been aware of 

any anti-Christian comments found in Jewish Biblical com

mentaries. 

David Kimryi became more and more interesting to me, 

especially when I found out that his commentary to Psalms 

was printed (1477) before a simple text of ~selms was avail

able in printed form Q480 ). After I discovered that KiJl\t;li's 

major polemical statements were found in the Psalms commentary, 

I resolved to look into that as a possible thesis topic. 

When I saw that there existed critical editions of 

Kirnl?i's commentary to the First, Second and Fifth Book of 

v 



Psalms, my initial intent was to critically edit the com

mentary by Kimhi to the Third Book of Psalms . The work 

proved to be very demanding and time-consuming. Consequently 

I present here an edition that only reflects Ki~i's com

mentary to Psalms 73-78. My hope is to finish the entire 

project in Lhe future. 

vi 



CHAPTER ONE 

PROVENCAL JEWRY: SOME HISTORICAL AND 

CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS 

As early as 471 C.E. , Jews lived in the city of Nar

bonne , situated in the Proven~al region of Southern France. 

Narbonne was also the home of Rabbi David ben .Toseph KirnJ:i.i 

(1160?-1235?). 1 The region of Provence was a great trade cen

ter and attracted all manner of merchants and peoples . Ap-

parently there were very few problems for Proven~al Jewry 

until the late sixth century C.E. , when the Council of Nar

bonne forb2de the observance of the Shabbat, and ruled, fur

ther, that the Jews must observe Christian festivals . 2 The 

Jews we r e likewise forbidden to say prayers for the dead. 3 

It can be asswned that these restrictions, aimed at 

converting Jews to Christianity, had little effect on the 

Jewish community. They continued to practice their Judaism 

and were expelled from Narbonne by King Wamba in 672 C. E. 4 

One hundred years later, the Jews returred to Narbonne under 

the protection of the great Charlemagne , himself. As a 

1 . Blumenkranz, "Narbonne ," p. 827. 

2. Katz, Visigothic and Frankish, p . 59. 

3 . Ibid., p. 71 . 

4 . Ibid., p. 17. 

l 
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reward for Jewish participation in the capture of Narbonne, 

Charlemagne granted them one- third of the town and the righ t 

to live under a "Jewish King." 5 

Abraham Zacuto (c. 1504) recorded in his book -ni, i~o 

1'0 the legend of Rabbi Machir , the king, or nasi, of Narbonne. 

Machir was brought from Babylonia by Charlemagne to he lp edu

cate the Jews , and he was given complete control of the Nar

bonne Jewish community. 6 

The Jews also enjoyed "hereditary allodial tenure , 

and [were) exempt from high taxation in the town and i ts 

e nvirons." They were also allowed to have Christian slaves, 7 

which suggests the development of an extraordinary relation

ship between Jew and Christian, often to the dismay of the 

Church. In 826 C.E. , Abogard, archbishop of Lyons , wrote to 

Nibridius, bishop of Narbonne , "reconunending that he sever 

the social relations of his people with the Jews. 118 However, 

the positive atti tude towards the Jews of Narbonne was to be 

refl~cted as the rule , rather than the exception for the next 

five hundred years . 

Proven9al Jewry flourished. The st11dy of Judaica qua 

Judaica was evident in the great Talmudic traditions of the 

s . Ibid . , P· 159. 

6. Ibid. , p. 160. 

7. Ibid., p. 94. 

8. Ibid . , pp. 38- 39. 
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eleventh and twelfth centuries. Many advances in methodology 

and practice led to an independent Proven9al tradition in 

study and exegesis. Perhaps the leading exponent of the 

Proven9al tradition was Moses Ha-Darshan who lived in the mid

eleventh century . He was called l:Ia-Darshan ( "the expounder") 

as he emphasized the use of the derash ("derived" ) style in 

his exegesis. As president of the academy in Narbonne, his 

influence was very broad indeed.9 

After the death of Moses Ha-Darshan, Narbonne con

tinued to grow in importance and significance as a bastion of 

Jewish scholarship and religious toleration. The idea of 

camaraderie for Jews, as community members , is reflected in 

the fa.::t that the Jews were protected by the Viscount of Nar

bonne against Crusaders in 1063 on their way to Saracen Spain. 

Pope Alexander II lauded the viscount for his actions and also 

recognized the importance of the Jews as a source of commWlal 

monies. 10 

The Jews of Provence enjoyed unprecedented freedom. 

Yet, their coreligionists a few miles to the south , in Northern 

Spain, were not as fortunate. Countless numbers of Jews, all 

sharing the memory of the Golden Age in ~pain, now streamed 

across the Pyrenees into Provence, victims of the Almohade ~er

secutions. As these Arabic speaking refugees took up residence 

in the Provenyal towns and villages, little could they realize 

9. Schloessinger, "Moses Ha-Darshan ," pp. 64-65. 

10 . Parkes, The Jew in the Medieval Community, p. 58. 
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that their arrival was to herald a new period of learning in 

the fields of philosophy, philology and science , the likes of 

which had never been seen in France. With these emigres came 

the Arabic scholarship and secular learning which served as 

catalysts for new thoughts and ideas . Philosophic and extra

Talmudic studies were now to occupy the minds of students of 

Judaica, who normally had concentrated on tradit)onal learn

ing. The most important facilitators of this ch~ge came from 

two Spanish families, the Tibbons and the Kiml;lis. 

Joseph Kimh.i (1105?-1170?) fled from Spain around the 

year 1148 and settled in Narbonne. His knowledge of Hebrew 

allowed him to pioneer in ttanslation of philosophical litera

ture from Arabic to Hebrew (e.g., Duties of the Heart by 

Ba~ya ibn Pakuda). He was also a grammarian and wrote Sefer 

Ha-Zikaron ("Book of Remembrance") as well as Sefer Ha-Galui 

("Book of Revelation"). These grammatical works "made a num

ber of innovations in the presentation of the vowel system and 

in the theory of the verb which were widely accepted until 

modern tirnes. 1111 Joseph Kiml;li ' s other accomplishments include 

commentaries to the Torah, Proverbs, Job, and Song of Songs, 

as well as the polemical treatise, Sefer Ha- Brit ( "Book of the 

Covenant"), which was written as a handbook on the art of 

debating religious questions with Christians. 

11. Talmage, The Book of the Cover.ant, p. 10. 
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The career and life of Judah ben Saul ibn Tibbon 

(1120-1190?) almost paralleled that of Joseph Kiml}i . Ibn 

Tibbon also came from Spain and settled in the Proven9al city 

of Lunel. He , too , was a translator of Arabic works. In fact, 

his translation of Pakuda's Duties of the Heart was considered 

super ior to and eclipsed the translation already done by 

Joseph KimJ:ii. 12 The most important contribution of both men , 

however , was to be t heir sons. Samuel ben Judah ibn Tibbon 

(1150- 1230) translated Maimonides' Guide For the Perplexed. 

David ben Joseph Kiml}i was a granunarian, philosopher, polemi-

cist, and exegete . 

below, p . 9) . 

(About David ' s elder brother , Moses, see 

Another major source of Spanish influence on Proven-

yal Jewry was the wandering scholar Abraham ben Meir ibn Ezra 

(1092?- 1167). Over a period of approximate ly five years , Ibn 

E?ra was a visitor to the conununities of Beziers, Lunel and 

Narbonne . He brought to Provence a finely honed sense of exo

teric and esoteric level s of exegesis based primarily on the 

literal peshat and p hilosophical rationalism respectively. 

Combined with a penchant for grammatical a.nalysis, peshat and 

rationalism were the three basic element s of interest in the 

academies of Northern Spain. 

The p r imary influence in the use of peshat for Bib

lical exegesis was Saadia Gaon . His compr ehension ~£ the 

text was tempered by rationalism in which h e took "a general 

12 . "Judah ben Saul Ibn Tibbon , " pp. 544- 545. 

1 3 . Mccurdy, "Bible , Exegesis , " p . 170. 
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view of the content , the whole chapter, the whole book and 

explain[ed) their interrelations. 11 14 He also made use of the 

authorities of Scripture and Tradition. 

Saadia likewise wrote in the field of philology, but 

was superceded by a great many men who also influenced Joseph 

and David Ki~i . Among the better known names were Abulwalid 

ibn Jana~, Menahem ben Sar~ , Danush ibn Lapra~, and Judah ben 

David Hayyuj. David Kiml:li named all of these granunarians in 

his commentaries.15 He likewise named in Psalm 77 Moses ibn 

Gikatilla, a philologist who sought to rationally explain 

Biblical miracles and wrote a corronentary to Psalms. 16 

In the area of philosophy, the rationalist principles 

of Greece were expounded by many men learned in Plato, 

Aristotle and neo-platonism. The most famous of these scholars 

were Maimonides, Solomon ibn Gabirol, Judah Ha-Levi and Isaac 

Israeli. David Kiml)i's works shows familiarity with all of 

them.17 

To the north of Provence another school of Jewish 

thought was developing in t he eleventh century. The leading 

exponent of this Franco- German tradition was Rabbi Solomon 

ben Isaac (1040-1105), known better by the acronym Rashi . 

14. Ibid., p. 166. 

15. Cohen, Hosea, pp. xx-xxv. 

16. Mccurdy, "Bible, Exegesis," p . 167 . 

17. Cohen, Hosea, pp. xx- xxv. 
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Rashi sought a middle road betwe en the exegesis of the simple 

peshat and the derived derash . In Jewish tradition , Rashi is 

the connnentator par excellence, for not only did he write a 

commentary to the entire Bible, but to the entire Talmud , as 

well. Sadly, Jewish scholarship was again tempered with 

disaster , for th~ Jewish communities of Worms, Speyer, Treves, 

Neuse, and Cologne we r e brutally destroyed by the peasants and 

soldi ers of the first Crusade in 1096 C.E. Yet Rashi ' s tradi

tion was studied and perpetuated, especially by his grandsons 

Samuel ben Meir (Ras:ibam, 1085-1174) and Jacob ben Meir 

(Rabennu Tam, 1100- 1171) . 

Provence, as the land bridge between Northern Spain 

and Franco-German Jewries, seemed to enjoy the best of many 

worlds . The cultivation of old ideas, without any reticence 

to examine new ones, was the general rule of the day. "Jewish 

prosperity went hand in hand with the intellectual emancipa

tion not merely for Jews alone, but for all members of the 

larger community . 11 1 8 Jews and non-Jews alike shared in a 

great cultural life, reflecting their good fortune in trade, 

commerce, literature, education and the arts. A controversia l 

new idea was likewise reflected in the rise of the Christian 

dualist moveme nt centering around the city of Albi in Southern 

France, a mere seventy- five miles fro m Narbonne . From Albi 

comes the name Albigensian. The rise of Christian heresy 

18. Newman, Jewish Influence, p. 136. 
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signaled a rise in Jewish self-consciousness and independence. 

The attacks against the established Roman Catholic Church by 

the Albigensian separatists influenced Jewish polemics like 

Joseph Kiml}i ' s Book of the Covenant. It likewise encouraged 

David Kiml}.i to include anti-Christian remarks in his conunen-

taries. 

The prominenc e of ProvenQal Jewry is clearly described 

in the travel diary of Benjaml.ll of Tudela who visited the towns 

of Beziers, Lune! and Narbonne around the year 1160 C.E. He 

says of Narbonne: 

It is a city pre-eminent for l e arni.ng; thence the Torah 
goes forth to all coWltries. Sages and great illustrious 
men abide here. At their head is R. Kalonymos , the son 
of the great and illustrious R. Todros of the seed of 
David, whose pedigree is established. He possesses 
herediments and lands given him by the ruler of the city, 
of which no man can forcibly dispossess him. . . . At 
the present day 300 Jews are there.19 

Among those Jews was the f amily of Rabbi Joseph Ki~i. 

19. Adler, The Itinerary, pp. 2-3. 



CHAPTER TWO 

DAVID KI~I: HIS LIFE ANO TIMES 

David ben J oseph Kiml;li could probably be considered a 

prodigy. When Kiml;ti was still very young , his father died, 

leaving KimJ:li to be educated by his elder brother, Moses , a 

noted grammarian and conunentator in his own right. Studying 

Talmud , KiinQi soon graduated from his brother's teachings and 

studied on his own. As r eflected in the numerous citations 

which are scattered throughout al l his works, KimJ:li must have 

been a voracious reader. In "reconciling the traditional 

opinions and interpretations which were c urrent in Northern 

France , with the scientific views which had gained a foothold 

in Spain," 20 as well as the independent Proven9al tradition of 

Most s Ha- Darshan , Kiml}i had no equal. 

KimJ:li wa~ heavily influenced by his father, and chose 

to write in the same categories of philology, philosophy , 

polemics and commentaries, all of which were interrelated. 

We know very little about Kiml)i's life and family. Nothing is 

mentioned of his mother , for instance , nor of his specific 

position in the Narbonne Jewish community. Yet , we do know 

that he was highly respected in Provence by the fact that he 

was chosen as the representative for the pro-Maimunist forces 

20. Finkelstein, Isaiah , p . xviii . 

9 
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in the early thirteenth century debat~ on the Guide For the 

Perplexed (see pages 19-20). David Kiml:ii, however, understood 

himself in simple honest terms . "There is no Rabbi," he wrote, 

"in Spain or France who is more o bservant of Talmudic laws, 

severe or lenient, than I." 21 

Ki:ml)i was highly thorough and methodical in presenting 

his exegesis. Like Saadia, he had great interest in the con

text of the Biblical verses . The question of how each verse 

related to each other , as well as its relationship to a partic

u:ar book and the entire Bible, was of utmost concern to K~i . 22 

This sense of accuracy and correctness is likewise 

reflected in Kim~i 's attempts at establishing the authority 

of the Masoretic text. Kiml:li reconstructed a reason for the 

problem of qeri- ketiv and records i~ in the latter part of 

his introduction to his commentary on Prophets. According to 

Kiml}i, a great co nfusion in texts took place in the Babylonian 

exile. This loss of traditiof'I led to further indecision on 

the part of the members of the Great Synagogue in determining 

the correct text. Therefore , a majority of the members ruled 

for the ketiv (written form) and the minority ' s qeri (oral 

form) variant was placed in the margin . KimJ:li is very careful 

in assessing what exactly is the geri or the ketiv and often 

relies on the Targum to clarify his answer. Although very 

21. Twersky, Rabad, p . 23, n. 13. 

22. See Psalm 78 and its relation to Exodus 11. 
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little use was made of the Targum in the commentary to Psalms, 

Cohen says that three-fifths of the 197 verses in Hosea are 

explained by Kiml)i's use of the Targurn. 23 

Kim.Qi was also a pioneer in realizing that there often 

is a parallel structure in Scriptural verses. This phenomenon 

is very pronounced in the book of Psalms. Kiml;li denotes these 

repetitions with the phrase nnll!I n'~r.>::i Plllil ~!>:::> (" the meaning 

is repeated in different words"). Examples of this peculiarity 

are scattered throughout the Hebrew part of this edition 

(e.g., Psalm 78:53). 

Although Kiml)i emphasizes the simple peshat exegesis, 

he was heavily influenced by the more elaborate methodology 

which derived the meaning of the text . Therefore , Rabbinic 

literature, especially Midrash , is frequently used in Kim~i ' s 

commentary. Very often , he will dutifully quote the source of 

the derash only to reject it later (e.g., Psalm 78:53). That 

the Midrash is quoted at all when KimJ;li believes the tradition 

tJ be wrong is indicative o f his grounding in the Proven9al 

school ' s emphasis on the derash. Interestingly, no mention is 

made of Rashi in the commentary to Psalmt 73-78. Apparently 

this is characteristic of the entire Book of Psalms . 24 

There is little doubt that Kiml}i is more partisan to 

the Spanish tradition of exegesis . After all , he was i n itially 

23. Cohen, Hosea , p . xxx . 

24 . Ibid . , p. xxv. 
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influenced by l1.is f -:- 1 •• • a na.tive of Spain. This paternal 

teaching is mirrored .y the countless number of references 

in the Psalm conurien tary to ; "T ., .lt< ., l '1 t< ("my master , my 

father, may his memory be a blessing" ) . The Spanish school 

of exegesis held that reason and granunar were the major fac-

tors in establi shing the simple and correct meaning of the 

text . Consequently , the rat ionalism of Ibn Ezra and Maimonides 

are core i ngredients in Kimlfi's conunentaries. He especially 

prefe rred to parallel the theories of Maimonides and defended 

the great philosopher even in the last days of his own life. 

I<im9i , however , "was acquainted with every major ra

tionalist work from the geonic period on."25 Although he did 

not know Arabic fluently , Kirnl}i had access to many Hebrew 

transla t ions of Arabic philosophical works. He seems to have 

no single recorded ph ilosophical system and was conten t to 

scatter his thoughts on philosophy throughout his conunentaries . 

Apparently, Kim!fi hoped that by injecting an infrequent 

philo~ophical comment in his text , he could demonstrate the 

relevance of philosophy and Biblical study. 

Kim!fi wanted to introduce the public to the study of 

philosophy , not overwhelm them with it . Hi s introduction to 

25. Talmage , "Rationalist Tradition ," p. 179 . This 
article is the most complete philosophic study of Kiml;li tl1at 
is cu.rrently available. It deals with the areas of knowled.,;re , 
providence , miracles , reward and punishme nt , etc . While these 
areas of Kiml)i's thought are of interest in presenti~g as 
complete a picture of Ki~i as possible, they are not neces
sarily germane to the present study . 
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Joshua seems to bear this out . One should not study philosophy 

first, said Ki~i, because it will influence and color all your 

later studies of the Bible. By studying philosophy first , one 

will, for example, unequivocally deny miracles, as well as the 

commandments and Torah even though they are indeed based on 

reason. Studying Bible and then philosophy , therefore, will 

keep one from becoming confused. However, this is not an 

original idea with Kiml]i, but stcnuned from his study of 

Maimoni des. 

Kim~i likewise agreed with Maimonides that there was 

a deeper esoteric level to the Scri~tures , but little is evi

dent to substantiate that belief except for two very small and 

specifically esoteric commentaries . Kiml)i ' s thoughts on the 

first s ix days of Creation are reflected in Ma'aseh Bereshit 

("Mystery of Creation") and his analysis of the first chapter 

in Ezekiel is found in Ma'aseh Merkavah (" Mystery of the 

Chariot" ). 11 Kiml)i was a pioneer in the field of Maimonidean 

type of philosophical exegesis, and his critics may have held 

him somewhat responsible for later activity in this area . 11 26 

Of significant philosophical interest to this study of 

KimJ:ii's commentary to the Psalms is hjs introduction to that 

book, for it is there that Kimlfi discusses his concept of 

prophecy. KimJ:li begins on a very traditional pedagogic basis. 

We are informed that the psalms were written by King David 

26. Ibid., p. 215. 
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with the aid of ten men whose names are found at the beginning 

of various psalms . These men are as follows: Adam, Melchizedek, 

Abraham , Asaph , 27 Heman, Yeduthun, Moses, and the three sons of 

Kora~, Assir, Elkanah , and Abiasaph . Likewise, KimJ:ii continues 

that David compiled all of the psalms and then divided them 

into five books, corresponding to the five books of Moses. 

At this point in the introduction , Ki~i adds the 

dimension of philosophy , in particular he speculates on the 

different levels of prophecy. Although his idea is not com-

pletely clear, K~i apparently draws a 

distinction between inspired prophecy and inspiration 
• • . [this distinction) rests upon the view that the 
prophets received divine communications inunediately in 
a supranormal manner, while other inspired writers had 
their natural facul ties- which were fully employed
quickened by the divine spirit.28 

Dani el, for instance, had revelations but not on the level of 

Ezekiel or Isaiah. Consequently , the book of Daniel is not in 

the Prophets, rather it is found in the Writings , as is Psalms . 

After this philosophical digression, Kiml)i becomes the 

tLacher again and points out various themes prevalent in the 

psalms. He concludes with the statement that he does not know 

the meanings of neginot ("stringed instrc'llents"), mizmorim 

("psalms") or shirim ("songs"), which appear in prefatory 

phrases to many psalms. KimlJi does allow that the sages have 

27 . Asaph is the only one mentioned in this study of 
Psalms 73- 78. 

28. Finch, First Book of Psalms, pp . 2-3, n . 12. 
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given these phrases meanings, as recorded in the Talmud, but 

further explanation is needed. 

Because of the writings of his father and his brother, 

KimJ:i was fascinated by the study of grammar. The grammatical 

structure of Hebrew had been studied and discussed for at 

least two centuries in the academies of Spanish Jewry . Kim})~ 

added very little to the scientific analysis of Hebrew, yet 

his grammatical work, Michlol ("Compl etion") became the most 

widely used of all Hebrew grammars. The reason for its popu-

larity rests on the fact that Ki~i compiled , arranged, and 

edited all the available Hebrew grammar texts and incorporated 

them into one lucid work. 

The Michlol was divided into two parts, Helek Ha-Dikduk 

(''the granunar section'') and Helek Ha- Inyan ( " the meaning 

section").29 The latter work was an alphabetical index of 

Hebrew roots, their meaning and usage. Modern studies tend 

to view KimJ:i's work as two distinct books, rather than a com

posite work of two parts. The granunatical section has come 

to be known as Michlol, while Helek Ha-Inyan is now called Sefer 
• 

Ha-Shorashim ("The Book of Roots"). 

Ki~i's systematic approach greatLy appealed to 

medieval Hebraists, both Christian and Jewish. Perhaps the 

most famous student of KimJ:i ' s writings was the German-Jewish 

scholar and editor, Elijah Levita (1469-1549 ) . 3° Kirnl}.i's 

29. Talmage, "David Kiml}i," p . 1003 . 

30. Weinberg, "Elijah Levita , 11 p . 107. 
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grammar also influenced Christian scholars in particular 

Reuchlin, Pagininus, and Sebastian Muenster as seen in 

their various Latin translations of the Bible and Hebrew 

grammar texts . 31 Others have suggested Kirnl:li's influence 

on the 1400 Persian translation of the Bible, 32 as well as 

the 1560 Geneva English trdnslation and . the King James 

Authorized Version of 1611. 33 

Although respected for his erudition in exegesis and 

grammar, Kiml}i gained great notoriety, posthumously , for the 

use he made of polemics in his writings. This is especially 

evident in his commentary to Psalms , 34 although very little 

new was added by Kiml).i in the area of polemics that had not 

been discussed previously in his father's tractate Sefer Ha-

B::::it . The great free<iom which accompanied the Albigensian 

period in Provence allowed the KimJ:lis to indulge in anti-

Christian statements which, in general, attempted to prove 

the eternality of the Je~ish covenant with God. Their comments 

sought to counteract the widely held Christian belief that they 

were the new "Israel" and they had overcome all Jewish claims 

to that coveted title. 

31. Talmage, "David Kirnl:li," p. 1003. 

32. Margolis, Bible Trapslations , p. 61. 

33. Gol dberg , "Joshua ," p. v. 

34. Polemics appear in Psalms 2 : 7 , 7 : 8, 15:5, 19:io, 
21:1 , 27 end, 45 end, 72 end , 110 end , and 119:129, 152, 160. 
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Generally speaking , Christian exegesis was based on 

the idea that only the allegorical spiritual interpretation 

of the Bible was significant. Jewish exegesis held that both 

the spiritual CruJ:ianit) and the literal (gufanit) interpreta

tion s are of equal value . Kim~i tends to use more literal 

interpretation, perhaps because it could be used easier to 

combat Christian pol emics . 35 

The latter part of the fifteenth century saw a rise in 

Christian attempts to censor Rabbinical texts. Apparently, a 

formal censorship structure was not established until the six-

teenth and seventeenth centuries. This is borne out by follow-

ing the development of printed editions of Kiml)i 1 s commentary 

to Psalms. For instance, all of Ki:inl)i ' s polemical material is 

included within the general commentary in the i ncunabula edi-

tions of 1477 (Italy) and 1487 (Naples). However, the 1522 

Salonica edition contains only about one- half of Kiml).i ' s 

polemics. This refle~ts an attempt by Jewish printers to edit 

their own works and thus avoid censorship or confiscation of 

their books by Christian authorities . 36 

By 1541 , Paulus Fagius , a Christian Hebraist, printed 

an edition of Kim~i to Psalms _in which the longest of Kin\t:li ' s 

polemical remarks were completely deleted from the commentary. 

35 . Rosenthal, "Anti-Christian Polemic , " p. 1 1 7 . 
Talmage ' s article " Rabbi David Kimhi as Polemicist" is an 
extremely complete discussion of this subject. 

36. Sonne, Expurgation. 
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The deletions, however , ~ere compiled together as a separate 

appendix in the back of the edition under the title "These 

are the answers R. David Kirnhi made to the Christians on cer-• 

tain psalms. .. . . . Twenty years later, there is no evidence 

of polemical statements found in the Cremona edition, nor in 

the 1566 Venice edition . Kiml}.i ' s polemical material was later 

published under the name Teshuvot Le- Notzrirn ("Answers to the 

Christians") in Rabbi Lipmann of Miiehlhausen ' s Sefer Nitsahon 

( "Book of Victory" ) which was issued in Altdorf, 1644. 

The Christian authorities officially sanctioned the 

censorship of KimJ:ii, among many others , i n the Mantua Commis-

sion ' s Index of 1581 . In this index were forbidden the "Corn-

rnentaries of R. Solomon [Rashi) and Chirni [Ki.rnJ;liJ and Rabbi 

Bierosolymitano [a tenth century grammarian) to the Old Testa-

rnent , both the Hebrew and Latin translation of Conrad Pellican 

and Paul Fagius , heretics .• • • 037 This same phrasing appears 

in the Index of Pope Sixtus v (March, 1589)38 and the Index 

of Pope Clement (1595-96 ). 39 The specifics of exactly what 

was to be censored were detai l ed by verses and phrases in the 

Index, which was referred to as Sefer Ha- Zikuk C'The Book of 

Purification").40 

37 . Popper , Censorship, p . 65. 

38. Ibid. , p . 69 . 

39. Ibid . , p. 90. 

40. See MS Assemanus 273 of the Vatican collection, 
folios 66-68. Listed also are Michlol, according to the Con
stantinople edition and Sefer Ha-Shorashim. 
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Kimhi also wrote a small tractate called Et Sofer .. 
("Scribe's Pen") which dealt with specific rules for copy

ing a Torah. Additional works, including the polemical 

Vikuah Ha-Radak ("The Disputation of Rabbi David Kimhi") 41 . . 
and cormnentaries to The Guide For the Perplexed and the book 

of Ruth have been incorrectly ascribed to him. 42 

In the year 1232, David Ki~i was approximately 

seventy-two years old. He was most likely a well-respected 

leader in Narbonne, as well as all of Provence. That fateful 

year found the elderly K~i embroiled in a controversy over 

the works of Maimonides, in particular, The Guide For the 

Perplexed. Maimonides' philosophically-based understanding 

of God and Torah was challenged by anti-rationalist tradi-

tionalist forces led by Rabbi Solomon ben Abraham of Montpel

lier. Together with the noted scholars Abraham ben David 

(Rabad) of Posquieres and Judah ben Joseph Alfachar of Toledo, 

Rabbi Solomon placed a ban on the reading of Maimonides. He 

also took the unprecedented step of requesting the Dominican 

and Franciscan Brothers to help him find and burn Maimonides' 

works . 

David Kiml].i and Samuel ibn Tibbon rallied to the sup

port of Maimonides. K~i chose to represent the pro-Maimunist 

41 . Talmage, "Polemical Treatise," p . 337. 

42. Finkelstein, Isaiah, p. xx, n. 3. 

43. Newman, Jewish Influence, pp. 317-318. 
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group and began a long journey to Toledo in an attempt to 

win the support of Judah Alfachar. The depth and intensity 

of Solomon and Rabad ' s feelings must have been very great 

for KiIT\Qi to go all the way to Toledo when Posqueieres and 

Montpellier were so close to Narbonne. 

Kim9i fell ill along the way and had to recuperate 

in the town of Avila. From there, he began a series of let-

ters to Judah Alfachar. These letters have been collected in 

Kovets Teshuvot Ha-Rambarn ("A Collection of Responses on 

Maimonides"). Apparently Kirnl;li was not prepared for the 

vituperative reaction of Judah Alfachar, either. Ki.mJ:li de

fends himself and others of the pro- Maimunist movement with 

pious statements, for example 

Our house is wide open to every wayfarer and person seek
ing rest. We weary ourselves in the study of Torah day 
and night, supporting the poor unostentatiously , do 
righteousness at all times, furnish books for needy 
cl.ildren of the poor, and provide ~~acher ' s slaraies 
for study of Scripture and Talmud. 

Unfortunately , Judah Alfachar could not be swayed . 

Kirnl;li lived to see the burning of Maimonides ' works in Decem

ber 1233, 45 and he died shortly afterwards, 1235(?j , in 

ei ther Avila or Narbonne . His death signdlt.d the beginning 

of the decline of the influential Jewish community of Narbonne. 

44. Twersky, Rabad, p . 23 , n. 13 . 

45. Newman , Jewish Influence, pp. 317-318 . 



CHAPTER THREE 

DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE TEXTS 

Introduction 

Through the good offices of Mr. Herbert Zafren, 

Librarian of the Hebrew Union College, I was given the op-

portunity to examine microfilms of six manuscripts from 

the Bodleian Library at Oxford and t he British Museum. The 

Hebrew Union College already had numerous editions of the 

Kimtli Commentary to Psalms in its collection , including the 

microfilmed manuscript collection oi the Vatican . 

I chose seven n.anuscripts and seven editions to exam-

ine for the first psalm, Psalm 73 . This p roved to be an in-

valuable study as I was able to rule out four editions and 

three manuscripts due to significant deletions, scribal care-

lessness, and incoherence. 

For the purposes of this work , the following editions 

and manuscripts , whose designation in the variant apparatus 

is noted in parentheses, were studied: 

Editions 

Manuscripts 

Italy 1477 (B) 
Venice 1518 (V) 
Isny 1541 (I) 

MS. Neubauer 324 = Can . Or. 68 (C) 
MS. Neubauer 105 = Mich. 381 (M) 
MS. Neubauer 106 = Mich. 467, 468 (F) 
MS. British Museum 205 = or. 1489 CR) 

21 
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The description o= all the editions and manuscripts used for 

the initial study of Psalm 73 and for the complete study of 

Psalms 73- 78 follows below. 

Source Descriptions 

1477 Ttaly Edition 

The 1477 Italy Edition is the earliest incunabulum of 

David Kimqi's Conunentary to Psalms. In fact, its publication 

even predates the first printing of a simple Psalm text. One 

would assume that David Kiml:li ' s commentary was in greater de

mand than the usual Psalm text without commentaries which was 

readily available in manuscript form . 

This edition has no frontispiece and begins on folio 

eleven with Psalm Nine. There are many repaired lacunae in 

the text whose upper outside corners have darkened from wear . 

Numerous errors and deletions have been noted and corrected 

by handwritten marginal comments of an anonymous scribe or 

owners. 

Moses Marx has pointed out that the text is a square 

type of German character without vocal _zation or musical 

accents . He adds that the commentary is in Northern Italian 

cursive characters. Marx poses the theory that this incunab

ulum might indeed be from Bologna as "the types used here for 

the commentary were used five years later in the next part of 
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the Bible to be printed, the Pentateuch, Bologna , 1 482. . • . •· 46 

He then proceeds to reject this argument for lack of ~ard 

proof. I agree with Marx, but for a different reason. It is 

quickly obvious that the 1477 and 1487 incunabula simply do 

not use the same type " founts ." There are clear differences 

in at least six letters c~. ; , y , ~ , 0, n). 

I am further incline d to reject Marx ' s identification 

of the script types in favor of the suggestion of Or. I. o. 
Leh.man, Curator of Manuscripts at the Hebrew Union College . 

He has identified the Psalm type as Italo- Ashkenazic square 

letters and Italian Rabbinic characters , definitely not cur

sive , for the commentary . 

The printers of this edition were evidently concerned 

about making their final product as much scribe-like as pos

sible. To accomplish this, they adopted the policy of taking 

each commentary sentence to the end of marginal limits , if 

possible. The scribe, of course, could al~ays elongate a 

final letter to keep his text aesthetically pleasing. How

ever, the printers could not do so. In order to get the same 

effect, they completed each line to the end, often printing 

one letter of a four letter word . They would then being the 

word anew on the following line. For exampl e, a sentence 

might end with ~and the next sentence might begin over again 

with the complete word o,;0. 

46 . Marx, "The Catalogue , " p . 30 . 
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The format of the 1477 Italy edition is similar to 

the format I have chosen for the presentation of t his work , 

that is, the alternation of psalm verse and commentary text. 

There are no chapter and verse nwnbers given by the printers, 

however an unknown writer has added the psalm nwnbers which 

often prove t? be incorrect. Of interest, too , is the 

symbol r,, which is used for the name of God. 

This edition contains KimJ::?.i ' s polemical comments with

in the body of the commentary and it is signed by the censor 

Camillo Jagel in 1611 in the city of Lugo (Italy). Jagel has 

deleted only occasional words however, leaving the commentary 

virtually intact and readable. 

Great speculation has been aroused by the colophon of 

this edition, perhaps because it informs the reader that there 

were three hundred copies printed , an unusual piece of informa

tion fo~ a colophon. Yet, no mention is made of the location 

of the press, a common and integral part of most printed 

colophons. 

Of further interest is the attempt by scholars to iden

tify the men who printed the text. Although we are told that 

their work was completed on Elul 20 or August 29, 1477, the 

Hebrew text confuses us in reference to the printers. The 

colophon reads, in part, "':>,'1lll tJnn i'1'>'1J1 q1>P '1lHP lll 

l'1 I> J Hl iP i> T fl 1,11 

There are at least four theories posited to answer the 

question of printership. Schiller-Szinessey, who used this 
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incunabulum in his 1883 edition of David Kimhi's commentary 

to the first book of Psalms , has said, " . . . and without a 

doubt, Joseph and Neria were brothers from the Chaim family, 

and Mordechai and Hizkiyahu were brothers from the Montero 

family in Italy. 11 47 

The Encyclopaedia Judaica suggests that "[Meister 

Joseph ' s] son was called Hayyim Mordechai and the name Neriah 

is only based on a typographical error (n' 1) instead of n'1); 

Aramaic, "and his son"). 1148 Further credance is given this 

theory by pointing out that the Shocken photo offset of the 

incunabulum shows the name n>i) as missing completely in the 

colophon . 

A third identification is made by David w. Amram who 

says '"Meister' Joseph (probably J oseph Hayyim of Strassburg) 

and two associates, one identified [Hayyim Mordechai(?)] and 

the other Hezekiah of Ventura . • • • " 49 Be makes no mention 

of the name n,iJ, at all . Arnram, incidentally, makes the iden

tification of Meister Joseph being "Joseph of Strassburg" on 

tne basis that Joseph was in Bologna in 1482 to print the 

Pentateuch and that the type "fount" used in both of these 

editions is similar . Since Meister Joseph printed the 1482 

edition, he could have also printed the 1477 edition . "Meister " 

47. Schiller-Szinessy , The First Book, p. xiv . 

48. Mezer , "Incunabul a ," p. 1323. 

49. Amram, The Makers, p . 48. 
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is also a German title, instead of "Messer," lending credence 

to the Strassburg idea. 

Moses Marx identifies four men, "Meister Joseph and 

Neriah, Hayyim Mordechai and Hezekiah i 1u.:ii1>. 11 5 0 

The author tends to agree with Marx, as well as 

Amrarn , especially in regard& to the latter's identification 

of "Meister" as German and ii u.:i io as "of Ventura." I would 

t:ead the colophon then as "[The German printer] Meister Joseph 

and Neriah, Hayyim Mordechai and Hezekiah of Ventura." 

Hebrew Union Col lege obtained this volume with its 

acquisition of the or. A. Freimann Collect ion. 

1487 Naples Edition 

On Nisan 4, 5247 ~ corresponding to March 28, 1487, 

Joseph ben Jacob Ashkenazi completed the 1487 Naples Edition 

of Psalms and the entire Hagiographa. The editor of the 

undertaking was J acob Baruch ben Rabbi Judah Landau. The 

=olophon reflects their satisfaction and happiness at the 

completion of the project, even though they apologize for 

the mistakes they had made with the disr: l aimer t hat "they 

are new to the job." They also add that they had been un

able to find exact texts with which tc work. 

There is no title page to the Psalms. The introdac

tion to Psalms is included but Kirn.J:l i 's poem, 'J~;~ n i;oo is 

SO. Marx, ''The Catalogue ," p. 29. 
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not. A lovely woodcut frames the word '1WN of the first psalm. 

The psalm text is given in the upper left hand corner of each 

page. The square characters are vocalized with no musical 

accents. Filling the remainder of the page is the commentary 

which is written in Rashi-type characters, and follows the 

same marginal policy as the 1477 Italy incunabulum . The first 

word of each cue word is printed in square letters for visual 

ease and convenience . 

Although the conunentary has been censored by an un

known writer, one can clearly discern the textual deletions 

for the ink has faded to a light brown. Along the margins, 

however, the expurgated sections have been supplemented by 

an unknown scribe. There are further marginal notations in 

at least three other hands, as well. In "Psalm 76 ( 77) : 1 the 

burning of the Talmud, Sept. 1553, is mentioned as a recent 

event . 1151 

In terms of style, one finds a great many abbreviations 

and the use of 0)1;~, rather than D'n?~. I feel that it is a 

bette r text than the earlier 1477 incunabulum in that it was 

proof-read by a conscientious editor. 

51. Lbid. 
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1517-18 Venice Rabbinic Bible 

Daniel Bomberg , the Christian printer of Hebrew books , 

masterminded this incredible editio princeps of the Rabbinic 

Bible. Bomberg included in his mammoth work the enti r e Bibli

cal text , the targumim, old and new commentaries, as well as 

legal and liturgical matters. He was aided by the apostate 

Jew, Felice de Prato , who is a l so known as Felix Pratensis. 

Da Prato prepared the massoretic text and dedicated the work 

to Pope Leo x. 52 

David Kiml;li's commentary is the only one printed by 

Bomberg for Psalms. Kiml)i's introduction to the Psalms is fol

lowed by a magnificent woodcut surrounding the first word of 

the first psalm, ,,~N. Almost one-half of the entire first 

page is occupied by this work of art. 

The psalm text itself is printed on the inner edge of 

the top one-third of each page. The text is vocalized and has 

musical accent~ Qeri- ketiv notations appear next to the text . 

On the outer side of the page is the Targurn. Bomberg uses 

Italo-Ashkenazic square characters for the psalms and targum. 

Ashkenazic Rashi- type script is used for the psalm commentary , 

except for the first word of each psalm, which is printed ir. 

square characters. The print is clear and precise. Bomberg 

also made use of these punctuation marks: comma ( · ) , period(.) 

and end of commentary( : ). 

52. Anlram, The Makers, p. 156 . 
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Ki~i's poem, ,));) ni;on, is printed at the end of 

the commentary text preceeded by the statement , "These verses 

were not found at the beginning of the psalm texts which we 

had. However, we found them later on at the end of an old 

book when we arrived at the completion of this book. " 

The colophon at the end of the Hagiographa volume says 

that the book was printed in Venice in 5278 (1518) , the 

eleventh year of the reign of the Doge, Lee Jardo Loredan, by 

Daniel Bamberg from "Flanderiah" [Holland]. 

The entire Rabbinic Bible has been checked by censors. 

Kirn9-i ' s polemics has been edited out , seemingly by Bamberg 

or Da Prato, as they do not appear in the text. The censors 

were Dominico Irosolomi[ta] no, 1597 and Gio[vanniJ Domina (co] 

Caretto, 1618 . Both of these men were in Mantua at the time. 53 

1541 Isny Edition 

The 1541 Isny Edition was printed in the German city of 

Isny by the printing press of Paulus Fagius. Although there is 

no mention made of Elijah Levita , the great Kiml)ist , in this 

edition , it is to be assumed that he assisted in the production 

of the edition as he was brought to Isny by Fagius to set up a 

Hebrew printing press in 1541 . 

The inside cover page reads, "Book of Psalms with Com

mentary of Rabbi David Kiml:li printed here in the city of Isny. 

53. Popper, Censorship, p. 131 . 
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With a printing licens~ . written and sealed by our lord, the 

Kaiser, so no one will be able to print this within the period 

of ten years from day, Wednesday the 22nd of Kislev of the 

year 5302 (Dec . 11, 1541)." 54 

The psalm text is printed in square Ashkenazic letters 

and is i n beautiful condition. The text is vocalized but 

does not have musical accents. The entire teAt is given with 

the conunentary following immediately afterwards. 

The commentary is printed in Ashkenazic Rashi-type 

letters. The proof text locations (i.e., Biblical book and 

chapter) are given in the outer margin of the conunentary, al-

though no distinctions are made in terms of where one comment 

ends and a new comment begins. Punctuation is provided by 

means of a dot c·> for conuna and period. The end of a cornment 

is designated by a colon(:). Great use is made of a slash 

mark in leiu of a final o (i.e . , .. ,,OH< for D'"HlHt). Except 

for this small quirk, virtually no abbreviations are used 

including even ~"T, which is written out as roi:i; iJ)1::>T. 

The introduction by Kimhi and the poem, ,:i:i;:i n,;on, 

preceed the text. Interestingly, the polemical sections of 

54. Mahler, Handbuch, p . 578. The English equivalent 
for this date is Sunday not Wednesday. Lehman has suggest d 
that there may be no inconsistency here at all. The printer, 
Paulus Fagius, a Christian , probably knew that"' 1 was often 
used interchangeably with"'n in reference to God. He might 
have used'1 Dl' then as symbolic of the Christian day of God, 
Sunday. He did not realize that"'1 Ol', in a Jewish calendar 
formulation, implied the "fourth day," or Wednesday. Although 
this problem in dating is not discussed , Steinschneider does 
note it . 
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KimQi ' s commentary have been edited out of che text and corn-

piled in a three page section at the end of the edition. 

Neither censor's signature nor censorship is noted . 

This particular volume apparently had a fascinating 

history which is related by various inscriptions appearing on 

a front page. It a ppears to have been owned at least three 

times, first by Luberti Sartorii of Paris in 1606. 

Next follows an inscription by M. Joh . Benjarn . Martini 

in 1729 . He writes, in French , that he has compared the Isny 

edition with two other editions , the 1522 Salonica edition and 

the 1S96 Venice edition (I believe he means 1S66) . ss The Isny 

edition, he reports , is full of faults and has a different 

tradi tion than Salonica. The Venice edition is also full of 

faults. He suggests that Mr. Simon ' s 1730 edition from Amster-

darn is very exact, however , I could not find that edition and 

M. Martini gives no reason for his decision. 

A third comment appears in l.3.tin at the top of the 

page. An anonymous hand informs us that a comparison has been 

made with the 1S62 Cremona edition and the 1712 Frankfort 

edition. Comments in the same hand are made periodically 

throughout the text . 

This volume found its way to the Hebrew Union College 

Library likewise through the Dr . A. Freimann Colle ction. 

SS. Steinschneider, Catalogus, col. 3S, n . 198. Shows 
the controversy of the date being lK~ or l~~. and chooses t he 
former. 
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1767 Berlin Speier Edition 

The 1767 Berlin Speier Edition of David KimJ:ii's Com

mentary to Psalms was printed by Isaac Jacob Speier under the 

supervision of Rabbi Leib Minden . The edition includes a 

laudatory and nationalistic comment in the preface about 

Frederick II of Prussia and Brandenburg , as well as detailing 

new changes in format . 

The psalm text itself is printed on the inside column 

of each page. It is vocalized but does not have trope . 

Speier put a small circle ( 0
) above each word of the psalms 

with a geri-ketiv problem and the geri is clearly marked at 

the end of the psalm text. 

The commentary is printed on the outside column. Al 

though there is no indication of verse numbers, nor separation 

within the commentary body, the cue words are easily identifi

able by the fact that there are parentheses around them. The 

commentary, however, appears to leave out many proof texts 

from Bible as well as from Midrash. 

Speier does include Ki~i ' s introduction and poem, 

>JJ)J nl)on. Kiml}i's polemical comments are also deleted. 

1765 Amsterdam Edition 

This 176S Amsterdam Edition was printed by Gerard 

Johann Johnson under the aegis o f Israel Mondavi. The 



- 33-

frontispiece says the edition was based on the early edition 

of Dani e l Bomberg printed in Venice , 1517-18 . It adds that 

there were many mistakes and deletions that have now been cor

rected by one Isaac the son of Rabbi Elijah Hizkiyahu ha- Cohen 

Belinfante . 

The psalm text begins with an attractive woodcut around 

the word , , ~~ . The text contains vowels and musical accents, 

and t he actual text is pr eceeded by a summary of each psal m. 

Verse separation in the commentary is clearly marked by Hebrew 

letters . 

This edition does have Kirnhi's introduction and the 

poem, ,~~;~ n,;oo , but does not have his polemical material . 

1971 Jerusalem Edition 

The 1971 Jerusalem edition , also known as Rabbi David 

Kimhi: The Complete Commentary on Psalms, was published under 

the supervision of the Rav Kook Institute. The editor was 

Ab£aham oarom . He based t his edition on the previousl y pub

lished works of Schiller- Szinessy , Ester son , and Bosniak who 

edited the first, second , and fifth books of Psalms , respec

tively . Darom consulted no manuscripts for the remainder of 

Kimhi ' s conunentary, preferring the printed editions of 1477 

Italy, 1518 Venice, and 1541 Isny. 

His work is highly unsatisfactory and unscientific, 

as it lacks variants. oarom takes great liberties with the 
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text in correcting grammar and also prints words that simply 

do not appear in the three editions he consulted. 

MS . Neub. 324 = Can. Or . 68 

MS. Neub. 324 is written in very clear ~nd legible 

Italian Rabbinic characters . The manuscript is in good con-

dition , with marginal corrections and a nwnberea text. How-

ever its lack of colophon precludes us from knowing the 

scribe ' s name. David Kiml)i's poem, 'JJ)J nl)o~ , and his 

prefatory remarks are intact and appear on the first folio. 

The general commentary shows similarities with the 1487 Naples 

incunabul um, previously described. 

The last folio is of considerable interest from a 

historical standpoint. Two Hebrew phrases , common to manu-

script endings, preceed what appears to be an owner's name . 
. 

A reference to ownership is as follows: 0 \1,l<J ':>JN ;·l w·;M , 11 

i . e., Graziano." The Hebrew translates as 11 1 am a stranger in 

the land." 

Although it is impossible to trace why the name 

"Graziano" appears in this manuscript , four other names allow 

us to place the manuscript in the Italian provence of Modena-

Reggio during the late sixteenth and early seventeenth cen-

turies. The names are all censors and their work is ~vident 

throughout the text. In chronological order, they are 

Brother Luigi da Bologna, February , 1599; Camillo Jagel , 1613, 
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{the same man who censored the 1477 KirnJ:ii i ncunabul um on 

Psalms in 1611) ; Brothe r Renato da Modena , 1626; and Brother 

Girallamo da Durallano , 1 6 40 or 1641. 

I consider this manuscript to be highly reliable . 

MS. Neub. 105 Mich. 381. 

The first few fo l ios of MS. Neub . 105 are slightly 

damaged. The manuscript does not con tain Kimhi's poem, 

'));) nl;b~ , but the prefatory remarks do appear , as well as 

the polemica l statements . 

The psalm tex t is printed in large square unvocalized 

characters, and is immediately followed by the commentary , 

which is written i n Spanish Rabbinic charac ters . The commen

tary lacks cue words as a means of verse differentiation . 

However, c ue words do appear within the commentary if there is 

rrore than one comment on a single verse. 

The scribe makes marginal corrections and often uses 

a small dott~d diagonal line in the margin of the cornrnentary 

to designate where new verses begin. Another scr ibal peculiar

ity is the wr i ting of il")il , rather than il")i'il {"the "Joly One, 

blessed be He" ) . The scribe also wrote the letter "yod" inside 

the preceeding letter (e.g., n~ , not n,)) . 

The last folio indicates that no censor had expurgated 

the t ext , which was written on the third of Tevet, 5212 
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(Nov. 26 , 1451) . 56 The scribe , named Elijah hen Joseph, re-

minds the reader that he is young and not an expert nor a 

scholar. He also requests that his mistakes be corrected. 

MS. Neub. 323 Poe. 213 

MS. Neub. 323 has many unique variants which might 

possibly allude to a different Kim.Qi tradition to Psalms. 

Its brevity , however , would be better explained by the sugges-

tion that it was written by a careless scribe. This shortness 

makes the manuscript quite corrupt. Al though written in a very 

clear hand in Karaitic Rabbinic characters , 57 the scribe does 

not give the psalm text , but does give the cue words. One can 

distinguish between the psalms , as the cue words for the first 

verse of each psalm are written in large letters . 

This manuscript makes g r eat use of abbreviations. Some 

of the more common examples are o'''' for D'W1~o W'l' ~n ; for 

,~,~;, and ,,,, for~,~; W' . Generally speaking, the scribe 

does not name his sources . There are many marginal corrections 

made by the scribe. 

No censorship is evident in the manuscript, but the 

scribe ' s abbreviated style extends to the polemical textual 

remarks. Of interest is a listing of psalms and their initial 

56. Neubauer, Catalogue , col . 17. Neubauer clearly 
states the date as being 5222. The scribe, however, gives the 
year as 5212. 

57. Ibid., col. 65 . 
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words (o ~;~n; nngn ) , as well as a section on Yorn Kippur, 

priestly functions , and sin , which preceeds the psalm com

mentary itself. This is in lieu of the poem by Ki~i, n1;on 

'JJ;J and his prefatory statement . 

MS. Neub. 106 Mich . 467 , 468 

MS. Neub. 106 consists of David Kiml}i ' s commentary to 

Psalms 2:7-150:3. It is divided into two parts of 163 and 

165 folios. It is water-damaged to the extent that many 

words, especially in Psalms 74 and 75, are blurred or illegible. 

It also lacks Kiml)i ' s introduction and poem , as well as a 

colophon. 

The manuscript is written on quarto paper and bas 

twenty- three lines per page. The scribe ' s hand is quite 

clear as ruled l ines were used £or neatness. The text is in 

Rabbinic square characters , while the coJl"O'l\entary is in 

Spanish Rabbir.ic scrlpt.58 The same script is used for the 

tex~ual emendations and corrections in the margin. Although 

there is no distinction made between chapter and verse, the 

scribe places small dots over the cue wordi: as a distinguish

ing mark. 

The manuscript definitely has bee~ censored and 

Kiml)i's polemical remarks appear to have been erased, rather 

than being crossed out. Some parts , however, are slightly 

58. Ibid ., col . 17. 
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legible and probably could be read with ultraviolet light. 

The censor's signature reads , "Seen by me Gio[vanni ] 

Domi[ni]co Caretto, 161(?) ." 

MS . British Museum 205 = Or . 1489 

Adolf Neubauer describes MS. British Museum 205, ill. 

part , as follows: "Vellum, about 11 3/8 inches by 81 con

sisting of 132 leaves, about 35 lines to a page. A leaf is 

missing after fol . 124. Italian rabbinic hand of the fif 

teenth century . .. 59 

No scribe is named in a colophon, but Neubauer points 

out that " the scrib e ' s name, il';t{, is marked off at the 

beginning of the lines on fol . 73b; on other pages (e.g., 

fol. 77b) ;p;K is similarly marked. 1160 

A handwritten statement of ownership is found on the 

first page above the poem '.:l:l;:l n,;on. It reads, " Samuel 

David , 17 Marz 175 ." There is further 
~~~~~~~~ 

scribbling and doodling throughout the manuscript including 

"Firenze," "nopqrstuxyzzz," and " Luesto lib 0
. " Folio 120 ha~ 

an illegible name and the date 1742 written in the margin. 

Fol. 81 says in Hebrew, " this book is mine , Isaac '.l~ o,in." 

I was intere sted , however , in one name, "Abra.JIO da 

Pesaro , 1740." This gave me some indication that the 

59. Margoliouth, Catalogue, p. 155. 

60. Ibid. 
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manuscript was in the city of Pesaro at one time or another. 

Popper has pointed out that, " .•. a confiscation was under

taken in Pesaro, August 31, 1753 , in accordance with instruc

tions from the Inquisitor of Rirnini; the confiscat ed books 

were given for revision to Dr . Andre Tassini. . . . " 61 This 

manuscript has indeed been censor ed to exclude any references 

to Jesus (e.g ., ,~,or , , Y,ln lW'), although the remainder of 

the polemical material is intact. One could speculate that 

the manuscript was censored during that period of seizure. 

As to format, only the initial verse to each psalm is 

given. Subsequent verses are identifiable by the first two 

words of the psalm text printed in square letters. The com

mentary is in Rashi-type script. Between psalms 74 and 85, 

individual psalms are incorrectly numbered. 

MS . British Museum 204 = Or. 1018. 

MS. British M~seum 204 is written in lovely clear Ital

ian Rabbinic script. Cue words are identifiable although psalm 

verses are not give n. The one exception to this rule is the 

use of large square letters that mark the beainning of each 

psalm. Neubauer adds that these initial words are written in 

red, as are the psalm nurnbers.6 2 The text of the conunentary 

61. Popper, Censorship, p . 124 . 

62 . Margoliouth , Catalogue, p . 155. 



-40 -

is clearly lined and has punctuation , however it is extremely 

abbreviated , even more so than MS. Neub . 323 . 

The unnamed scribe has made numerous errors which he 

corrects in the body of the commentary . Marginal cormnents 

are also made and are preceeeded by the abbreviation 1< 11 0 

(c'>-,nt< D'> -, 90 , "other books") or N''.l ( -,n t< no,.l, "another version") . 

This peculia rity warrants further study. 

The scribe is very democratic in his approach to ref

erences in the commentary, preferring the general form W'>l 

,.,.!l7l ("And there are explanations") , rather than nllN ' ( "And 

they say") or ~" T '>:lN '>J 11 N ("my lord , my father, may his 

memory be a blessing"). The latter comment refers to Joseph 

KimJ:li. 

The scribe had a penc~ant for art, as is evident by 

the aforementioned use of red letters. He also tried his 

hand at entire borders, exemplified by the grape vine and 

cluster motif which begins book two of the Psalms . 

The text is not censored and Kiml;li ' s polemical com

ments are clearly legible . The scribe sets them off from the 

body of the text by skipping spaces between the commentary 

text and the polemics. 

On folio 2a, the owner's name , Jacob ben Yekutiel, 

appears as well as entries recording the birth of two daughters , 

one being born in 1538. The last folio also records the birtn 

of a son on the 28th of Sivan . The year appears to be 1475, 

but it is hard to read and is in another handwriti~g . 
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MS . Assernanus 77 

Upon examining the colophon of the Vatican's MS. 

Assemanus 77, I was immediately impressed at the great atten

tion given to detail. I discovered that the scribe's name 

was Benjamin ben Elijah from th~ Cannurti family of Macerta 

(Italy) . The manuscript was written for Solomon the Physician, 

son of Benjamin the Physician , who was residing in the city of 

Visso. Obviously this was a well-to- do family. The scribe's 

Italian Rabbinic handwriting explains that the work was 

finished on 12 Elul, 5132 (12 August, 1372). 63 

Sadly, the scribe gave more attention to the details 

of the colophon than those of the text. It is by far the 

briefest of the manuscripts examined. It often excludes 

several verses and commentary at a time. If it were complete, 

one might assume this manuscript to be very significant due 

to its age. 

Kimhi's introduction and polemical remarks are in

cluded in the manuscript, but the poem, '))~) n1~bn, is missing. 

Some Problems in Approach 

I believe it important to point out that this study 

done on Psalms 73-78 would be better classified as eclectic, 

63. Cassuto, Codices, p. 114. 
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rather than critical. I write this statement referring to 

the purely technical sense of critical editions. Although 

I am aware that critical publications of David Ki~i ' s com

mentary to the First, Second and Fifth Books of Psalms are 

available, I question the use of the word "critical" in de

scribing their editions, for reasons that will be made clear. 

Technically, a critical edition should have a basis 

upon which it can "criticize" other texts. All of the pre

vious work done on Kirnlfi to Psalms adheres to this primary 

rule, the exception being Schiller-Szinnesy who did not name 

his basis, nor provide a variant apparatus. A basis for this 

present study has not been determined, in terms of the best 

edition or manuscript. Many factors contributed to that 

decision. 

Firstly, I was concerned about the choice of the pri

mary text( s ) picked by the other writers on Kimhi. None 

seemed to agree on one basic text. For instance , Baker and 

Nicholson examined almost lhe same amount of material as did 

Bo~niak on the Fifth Book of Psalms. Both used , among other 

sources, the 1477 incunabulum and the MS. Adler 1318 from the 

Jewish Theological Seminary . Baker and Nj=holson chose the 

incunabulum for their norm, while Bosniak chose the Adler manu

script. Sidney Esterson also chose MS. Adler 1318 as his 

basis for the second Book of Psalms. [However, Bosniak and 

Esterson consulted only Jewish Theological Seminary manu

scripts.] They all apparently made their decisions after 
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studying the editions and manuscripts. Yet, it seems that 

they each " saw" them differently . 

Secondly, I worked under great time constraints. The 

initial project for this study was the entire Third Book of 

Psalms . The parameters had to be shortened, however, for the 

subject matter was quite long . Consequently, in-depth criti

cal study of each manuscript was not as intensi ve as had been 

initially intended. 

Perhaps the most significant problem in preparing a 

critical edition to KimJ;li on Psalms is Kiml}i ' s great popular

ity . What Rashi was to Torah, Kiml}i was to Psalms. All of 

the critical editions reflect studies of manuscripts, in 

various combinations, from t he British Museum, Bodleian Library, 

and the Jewish Theological Seminary . I, unlike the other 

writers, also examined a Vatican collection manuscript. And 

herein lies the problem--the great number of Manuscript copies 

extant to Kiml)i ' s commentary to Psalms . None of the Ki.mJ;li 

critical editions nave studied the ten to fifteen manuscripts 

o f Kim[,ii to Psalms in the DeRossi collection in Parma, Italy. 

Schiller-Szinessy records that he checked the ten manuscripts 

in the Paris Library on KirnJ:ii, but his la~k of variant ap

paratus effectively negates his work as a critical edition. 

Besides the twenty or so manuscripts in Paris and Parma, I 

have been made aware of the many small collections of manu

scripts scattered throughout Europe that were likewise not 

consulted. How, then, can this work , as well as those previous 
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"critical" editions on Kim..')i's commentary to Psalms claim to 

be any more than eclectic studies, or preliminary scientific 

editions at the most? 

All of these factors came into play for my decision as 

to what constituted the best possible text. My initial assump

tion as to best possible text was the 1477 Italy incunabulum. 

However, the unusually high number of mist~kes and deletions 

found in that text, which were likewise reflected in the 1517 

Rabbinic Bible and 1541 Isny edition, forced me to reject that 

assumption. 

The manuscripts also ref l ect a unified tradition, 

especially in word phrasing, choice of prepositions, etc. 

Two of the manuscripts , Neub. 105 and Neub. 106 , are more 

prone to variant forms than the two other manuscripts . I 

have chosen MSS. Neub. 324 and Brit. Mus. 205 as the best 

of the seven texts finally used in this study. 

As for the variant apparatus, I have tried to use con

sistently the manuscripts over the editions in cases where 

all four manu scripts agree. The assumption is that if the 

printed editions reflected a different Kiml)i tradition, it 

probably would show up in the manuscripts used, which was 

not the case. A different tradition was likewise not ap

parent in the three manuscripts rejected in the initial study. 

Consequently, this consideration, added to the question of 

proofreading and mistakes in the editio princeps led me to 

choose the manuscripts over the editions. 
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In the final analysis , this is simply one person ' s 

estimation of how the original text of David KiJnl:li ' s com

mentary to Psalms 73-78 appeared as Kiml)i wrote it himself . 

Using the Apparatus 

I have noted all variants in the seven texts, accord-

ing to letter designation, in the apparatus (see page 21). 

Additional word(s) are noted as nlDOll o,;D. nno i l n;n. De

letion(s) are noted as n~ ion o,;n. nion n;n. Illegible 

word(s) are noted as ni~, , P ,n;~ o,;n. ~~,,P ,n;~ n;n. 

Blurred word(s) are noted as n1u0iun o,;n. n~o~iun n;n. The 

variants are always denoted by numerals following the word(s), 

for example 112iyJ. The exception to this rule is the case 

of deletions of more than one word. They are denoted by a 

numeral preceeding the initial deleted word and t he same fol

lowing the last deleted word, for example , 112- ,n,,n iyl-112. 

Frequently, a number will be repeated later elsewhere in the 

text giving the appearance of an error. It has been done pur

posefully in cases where the same variant appears over and 

over again. 

There are certain liberties that have been _aken with 

the text. All cue words, for instance, have been written 

o, "I n an ("spaced apart") • Common words, like "'IDN and ~ ln.::>, 

have been written out fully , even if all the texts use shortened 

forms of those words. I have also added double slant marks (") 

as needed in words (e.g., \l"l'li7) , phrases (e.g. , 'D"Ytd and 
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designation of Hebrew letters (e.g. , D"ll, 1<''i1), according to 

Modern H~brew usage. I have likewise used the word n1i1' 

t'a 
where the texts have written either'n or t,, for the name of 

God. Where those two forms have been used in a Biblical 

verse, I have always written the verse as it appears in the 

seventh edition (1951) of the Kittel Bible. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

A CRITICAL EDITION OF THE COMMENTARY 

TO PSALMS 73- 78 
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APPENDIX I 

GENERAL JEWISH- CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS: 

A CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF 

MAJOR EVENTS 

1095 .•.. Preparation was being made to begin the Crusades. 
Many Jews were massacred along the way in 1096 as 
the Crusaders moved across Europe to Jerusalem. 

1171 .•.. Thirty-one Jews martyred at Blois, France following 
accusations of Blood Libe1.64 

1182 ... . King Philip Augustus of France expels all J~~s from 
his kingdom which does not include Provence. 

1189 .... Beginning of the Crusades in Southern France against 
the Albigensian heretics . 66 

1190 •... Riots break out against the Jews in York , England. 67 

1199 .•.. Constitio pro Judeis . A papal bull by Innocent III 
which provided for favorable treatment of Jews , on 
the theological basis that through the

8
existence of 

the Jews , Christian faith was proved . 6 

1215 ... . The Fourth Lateran Council decreed that Jews should 
wear badges . It also provided for a moratorium on 
Crusaders' debts and required the Jews to r e turn any 
interest paid by them.69 

64. Marcus, Source Book , p. 127. 

65. Broyde , ''France," p. 442. 

66. Blumenkranz, "France," pp . 13-14. 

67. Marcus, Source Book, p. 131. 

68. Grayzel, The Church and the Jews, pp. 93-95. 

69. Marcus, Source Book , p. 137. 

13. 
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1217 . • . • " The Jews of Toulouse were ordere d by tne Countess 
de Montfoit to become Christians. The children 
under six were forcibly baptized; 5 7 [other Jews) 
submitted to Baptism, the rest were put to death. 
Similar events occurred two years later in Anjou, 
Poitou and Brittany . 11 70 

122 7 ..•• The Council of Narbonne ordered all Jews living in 
e c clesiastical France to wear badges . 71 

70. Zunz , Suffering , p. 47. 

71. Ansbacher , ''Badge ," p. 426 . 



APPENDIX II 

JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS IN NARBONNE 

DURING DAVID KIMHI ' S LIFE 

Abraham ibn Daud's Sefer Ha- Kabalah ("The Book of 

Tradition") states that approximately 2000 Jews were living 

in Narbonne in ll43 C.E . 72 The discrepancy between Ibn 

Daud ' s figure and Benjamin of Tudela ' s estimate of 300 Jews, 

· some seventeen years later, is reconciled by Jewish emigra

tion to Anjou, Poitou and the French provinces following a 

war between Emergarde, Viscountess of Narbonne, and Alphonse 

Jourdain, count of Toulouse. Of course, Benjamin of Tudela 

might have meant 300 families which would equal approximately 

1500 people. 73 This latter theory seems to be more acceptable 

and understandable, as I find it hard to believe that eighty

£) •re per cent of the Jews would leave. After all, even if 

Emergarde was defeated, the counts of Toulouse were noted for 

their protection of their Jewish citizens. 

By 1163, the Jews of Narbonne had resumed their unique 

relationship with Church and Royalty, both of whom vied for a 

position of influence in the eyes of the Jewish conununity. At 

that time, the city of Narbonne was divided into two sections, 

72. Blumenkranz, "Narbonne, " p. 828. 

73. Ibid. 
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one under royal control and the o~her under ecclesiastical 

power. In most European cities , the Pope seemed to protect 

the Jews, while the local clergy railed against them with al l 

the power of the "Church ." Rel igious l eaders threatened to 

excommunicate those princes and counts who protected the Jews 

because of potential Jewish financial power. This pattern of 

religious oppression was contra-indicated in Narbonne. 

In 1217 , Viscount Aymeri IV and his wife, Marguerite 

of Monunorency, began a program to attract Jews to the royal 

section of Narbonne . Jews were given the right to permanently 

possess their houses and properties , present and future, in 

consideration of a large sum of money , 1 , 000 sous, plus a 

single annual tax of ten sous . 

Further they might rent and sell their property as they 
willed, except to clerical or foreign sovereign owners . 
Nothing was said , and therefore no express limitations 
were imposed on [the Jews') conunercial or financial 
activities. Th e essential parts were: security of tenure 
and a precise definition of their financial obligations . 74 

~~e royal charter likewise inclu1ed the right of representa-

tion by a board of ten arbitrators , whose duties are not 

clear . In the viscounty, as well , were at least two syna-

gogues, a hospital, baths and workrooms . In the archbishop

ric, however, the Jewish cemetery was locatea.75 

The convening of the Council of Narbonne , ten years 

later in 1227, marked a c hange of lifestyle for the Jews. 

74. Parkes, The Jew in the Medieval Community, p . 192. 

75. Blumenkranz, "Narbonne ," p. 829. 
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The Church had recently reasserted control within its own 

house by crushing the Albigensian heresy in 1209, which left 

them a great deal of time to restore control of the non-

Christian elements of Provencal society. Among the various 

restrictions declared by the Council of Narbonne was the 

reiteration of a ruling by the Fourth Lateran Council (1215) 

in reference to Jews wearing distinctive badges. This en-

dorsement in Narbonne now meant that Jewish men over the age 

of thirteen, and women over the age of eleven, were required 

to wear an identifying yellow oval badge, lest Christians 

mistake them as brethren . 76 

Jewish- Christian relationships in Narbonne deteriorated 

slowly as the Church regained its power and centrality in the 
' 

lives of the Christian community. 

76. Ansbacher, ''Badge," p. 425. 



APPENDIX III 

SOME PROBLEMS IN DATING THE PSALM COMMENTARY 

Among the various Biblical comme:itaries attributed 

to David Kimhi are Chronicles , Psalms , the entire Book of 

Prophets and esoteric treatises on the first chapter of 

Ezekiel and the first six days of Creation, as refl ected in 

Genesis. 

It is generally acknowledged that David Kimhi ' s first 

attempt at Biblical exegesis was his commentary to the Book 

of Chronicles . Some controversy has developed concerning the 

order of Kimhi ' s next commentaries . The usual choice of order 

is Chronicles , Psalms and Kings , based on the fact that a 

Chronicle commentary is mentioned in the Psalms commentary, 

and the Chronicles and Psalms commentaries are mentioned in 

the Kings commentary . 

Louis Finkelstein suggested a different order. 77 Fol-

lowing his methodology that shortest is earliest, as reflected 

in his studies on the Amidah , 78 Finkelstein suggest~ that 

Kimhi ' s short and concise commentary to Samuel follows after 

the commentary to Chronicles. Finkelstein also poi.nts out 

77. Finkelstein , Isaiah , pp . xciv-xcvi. 

78. Louis Finkelstein, Pharasaism in the Making 
(N.Y.: KTAV, 1972), p . 346 . 
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that two midrashic comments on Psalms 18:8 and 18:30 °cer

tainly would have been repeated in the commentary on Samuel 

had that been later. 1179 According to Finkelstein , the order 

of the commentaries was Chronicles, Samuel , Psalms and Kings. 

Joshua Baker and Ernest W. Nicholson rejected this 

theory on the basis that " an additional note or cmmnent on a 

given text is not a sufficient criterion for the relative 

lateness of a particular work. 11 80 They seem to imply that 

the order is Chronicles, Psalms and Kings, but also add "it 

is likely that the next [commentary} to follow was that on 

Genesis , "81 a l though they do not note any indicatiqn o f 

their reasoning. 

79. Finkelstein, Isaiah, pp . xciv- xcvi . 

80. Baker and NLcholson, Commentary, p. xxviii. 

81. Ibid . 
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