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I.a 1• tno1r11 to 1oua- honC)nble bo47, the elaa ot 

«11•h I ... ••b•P pnae1ttecl th• ·-~ .. t· or t.llelP th•••• 

tor JO•I" appro.al ••rt•a lut .., . 

Dr. Dlutae, I llacl detel'llitted to wit• Q011 M1•4•190lm'• 

!'PaDala\lcm ot th• Peetateueh, urd tt• laJ.Mion to llD4enr 

Movement• ill J\ada1a•. Att er workiag upoa tbia · theme ror 

aome aix 1119ek8 daring the awmie~, 1 deoide4 to~ •arioua and 

oogent t"9a•On• to la7 this aabJeot .. ide. I then oaet upon 

tM tltatua or Wo-rr in th! TalJBUd, a •oat 1nt•nat1ng eubJeot 

whi•~ had been bl"Ouaht to s; notioe b7 ~. IU.elzitter . The 

Pe•ult ot mt .labor upoa th! 1att8r theme ie embodied in the 

pagea ot the telloirin• easa)'. 

1• •~•••nt1ns th11 tlMl•is t01' your ~01191derat1ott 1 

1 t la but 11atuPal that I ahould teel ao• clittid••• 1 

i11aaaach •• the n•ld of thought nl>•aeed UJld&r rq th••• 
hae been .o abl1 ~4 •O th01'9oughl.J • .,101te4 bJ auoh &Qthor1-

t1e• •• DP. Z..hariaa ... unl ud DP. Moa•• 1Uela1nw. 

la Yin of thia t•t I have, of en ... •, be•• d•baP'l"ed tf"Oa 

•k18'1 auoh •••••NII .. aa a18ht be deaoa1natad ot-1g1eal. 

hP to proclU4• 011t ot 'hi ohaoti.• 101Jtualoa ot the !alllu4 

eoa.t 1111Utw•• or 0"'4erl7 and ocm. .... i ar..ar .... ~\, 'o t~•at 

the •artoue queetiona Whloh are 1011w••t•4 witn ~ 1ubJeet 

wi t h logioal aethod and aoeu1"'11.eJ, la 1114••4 a aost 

41t't'leul.t taak. 
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I have uot attempted, thew-eto,.., to bring to 

uotlo• •ew aDd atartltug taot•, or hJPoth•••• W?li•• mar 

have or1g1nalitt aa their single merit. I have •ont'iued 

myself to aeekiug intorlllltion upoa a ••bJeot Which ha s 

pro••n llOat i•t~reatlng and in•truottve. The result 

ot Ill rea•a~ohea I hav~ sought to p~eaent in a olear, 

ordorly 1 atd ayateat1o maimer. A mere t71'"0 oould not 

have toud ~1• flay through tl» TallRll wit bOut the a14 

and guidanoe or the .. thor1t1•• Which I have t'omrd at 

fr/ diapoaal. I havs, ~beretore ,deemed it ad•iaabl• aud 

1•81 ~iftlflte to make ll84t of other tharz ti rat halld aOU\'•••. 

J 4••1,.. to aokno•ledge 1111 iai ebte4n••• to the 

HebNW Union Coltep J'aeult1, aard ea,eoiallJ to Prore .. orm 

Deutaoh1 l'eldaav, Ch'o119t1a 1 Philipa .. and M1ela11•er, tor 

th•i"' kiltd aa111atauo• aad their" aenerou prott•r• ot 

'l'o Dr. JUe.lsiner, I -

~nder apecial obl1gat1o~ tor tlw material asaietance he 

haa a o •i lt ir.111 and geaeroualy t••d•re4 • . To ., dear 

tatns~, I •1•h to ex1reaa 1• tbla pablio 11&r.,.r my 4•ep 

••n•• ot gratitude tor hi• •oa1tairt oo-epeP&tioa 8lld 

helptul au&8eatioua. 

I 



• . 
) 

·: 

Jn oonoluaion, t append the tollo•1ng list or 

boot. which I ha•e uaed and oonaulted in the prepa..atlon 

or t h11 thea ia: 

1h.!. J! !;. b_!.!, 

!a~i!_ ~~bli. 

!!..'!~~~ ~~'?.'!. 

11011 _!M01:!~1!· 

!ol 'doth A' roe. ------
c 
( 

( 

'\lJ' ., .~ 
r~ 

r~TIR 1" tlt, l" 

\ 1'~· 1n~ 

) 

) 

(. 

( '''V "' ,, , ..., , '...,,., ) J... !!_. Illies . 

!!il'"C!~~~~~~ !! the !a~~.- - - - - - - _!. Mielainer . 

~ .Te1'1!1! r..w ot llar:!.!.~ti! ed J>l-.O':t!_!•- ... •· Mi•lairer. 

flla••!l. ~ons ti!_! ~•_!!., - - - - - - - - !· Wielainer. 

TIM I•~!>! Ia• of M •01'9• • • - - - - - - .. D. W. AllT'IW . 

G~~~~!~! 4•• llo1&iaeh-fai...ctiaoh11r 

lh•Nohta . Br•~!~'!• 1880, - - - la•har1aa Pl'aake 1. 

••~! ~07olopM41• (Ar\leha Prll••• 
~. WU•, ete. ) - - - - - - - - - !!!!.!I ud ~11 ~. 

IQ• to'7 91 luropM1 MJ>l9al1, - - - - - - -.! . •. JI . !!!_~ . 

The ~~1h 1'•1!.aiO!,- - - - - - - - - - 8. 71"1!<!!~'!<!.~• 

The Tal.J!lld,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - lllanuel Deutaoh. 



!be 1•~!&
0 tromaa,- - - · - - - - - - - Nahida ReJl!l. 

(Tran elated by Louise Ma1n1heimer.) - - ----
Dif! Judiaoha fra11eu,­

tllome Jew1 sh Yomen, - .. - -

- - _!. Ka1••rlivg, 

- - H. Z1 rJrdo rt, 

Yhe Tal.Jlud,- - - - - - - - - - - - Aree11e Dar1!9_~teter, 

(Traaalatecl by H•- rietta fl'aold.) 

D1otionn~¥ ot the !al.mtad, eto. 1 1888,---M. Jastrow, . ------ . --; - -
Ara.ma! !_•b- Meuti.bl'"aia!h•a Wo'"tet:l?_Uoh 1 

18~7,- - - - - - - - - - Chlatat H. Dalman. .. . 
Nellhebraiao'!!~orh...-~1loh, 1860, - Mo•ea f'ehulbaum . 

Alroie1tt Law,- - - - - - -

Kia!~.., ot Ohriatianitf, 

Y•lWlll ! , - - - - - - - - He1117 Ha.-t JU. 1mu • 

'l'h• "1l'bJeet!C!! or !!!811,• - - - - ~ Mart 11111, 

Die~ i• Talllud,- - - - - - - - J. ~tel"IJ, --- -
.!!! !!,!! i• !almucl, - - - - - - - -! . Klt.ypWJn, 

W..air•e f'hare ia PriaitlY• Culture,- - -o. T. tlaaon, - -- - - ~ -

l'Pi1teipl88 .!! 9'GeiC!l.!fl1• .. 

'l'NU\1"9e ot .!!!.! 'fai.t4,- - -

Ha• Chriatiuit1 Baet1te4 Wb••' 

- - Herbert ~»oer, 

- - P. I. R•P8bOa; - -
(Nonh Aae•i•aa R••1•nr • *l ~~) !_. ~· f'pald1111, 

• 
A•!e~ltab .. cl.er al ~•n !'!d•n la 

Ver1l•whe mi t 4•11 ar1eeh1aahea 
• 

wrd ~!'!1•ohea, IAiP•lC 191l,- - - -Joaeph Bergal. 
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• 
De• Lebetr dee Judiaohelf W.ibea, 

• 
BN•l•, !!!,!t• - - - - - - - ! · OWIHlAl!l?A 

• 
;n~ Gott11r1•• ~·- - - - - • ?!!!_ ~ X.garde, 

DiA 1aa111e, !!!,!!! .llotlaiaeh-!!.._~iaeheP 

LehN, BN•l•· lle7,- - - - - - - p . B••bhols, - - -" ~ ~1111oee "'•11.U:. !!.!. 1'a1blt.bl.!_ 

Q.6aohleoht1• ta Talmu41a•he• 

Jadeethua, ~omre~1a, 16'e, - - - - ~. Holdheim, - -

~ .... ~ u .:i•nt Mo1taro_!'i••· - - - CJeorge Rawliaaon, 

The ~tor7 of Phoenieta,- - - - -Qeorge Rawlireon, - - -
~ ~tor7 ~ Vedte 1~1a,- !·~· Ragoain, 

!!!.!_Middle Xti-gdom,- - - - - !· !· Williau, 

~ »a• ot 01•1llaa_t1~ (~~~!>- - - !· !fupero, 

The 9ooJa1 Lite ot 1.he ChilleM,- - - - -.Juat~ J)oolittlA, - --- ------
~ 11l hol!llrt lptt,• - - - - - f!.o}.t lrat!, 

Th4 holutioa ot the Arpe, • -- ------- - - lud.oit !.!! Ihe.ri•I 

~ lneJl!l:opaedt• (Al'tiol•• Pelat1e1 

.!!. ~ .. ,J .. •)- - - - - !!·...!· ··!PS!!· 
WOlllU! la th• Ar.ol••t Jlabrew Chalt,- - - t. J. Perits. --- - ..-.-. ....- - ~ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THg TAildUD. --- LSNGTH OF THE TALMUDIC 

CHANGE~ WHICH TOOK PLACI DURI~-0 THI~ 

P~RIOD. TYO OPPO~gD VIIW~ HEJl> CONCiRNING THE 

MORALITY 07 THE TALHUD AND IT~ TIMI~. --- OBJECT 

07 THI THSIU~ . ---
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The TaJ..mud, that huge JIOl!wnent to the freedom of 

thought aud utterance among the H•bNwa, represents 

thft uninterrupted work or t he Hebrew peop l e from t he time 

of lsra to t he eiltth oenturJ, c. B. It 1e the 

embodiment of the thoUght. ot the l•arntra, ot the 

national aard aoo1al lite, of the ntligioua aot1T1t1es, 

ot th~ eooial 11st .. 1 ot aa evtir• aatioa durin1 a periOd 

ot almo1t cnre thousal?d 1eare . 

It n take into conaidentiOlt the 111rgth 

ot the peri od of Whi•h it 1• the p1'04uct &Dd eJKpreaa1on; 

1 t we re•mber what 1Nat ohangea _, and ua.U, .. 

take place in literaturw a1 a •od• of national expres ­

sio11, and through ~t ••olutione and rewiaa1- it 

1111¥, 1• the eourae of ~ few s•nerat1ona or oenturie1, 

, ... ; •• ahall th•a in aome •aeure realize 1'bat it 

Maas Whtlll ft aaJ that t hi1 wonde'Pful and 11 tui• wo~k 

aantaiaa the •oaorete r•alll t • or the 1row1a1 end onaa11a1 

aad ••ol·.ta.1 id•aa ot 1ome thlrtr pnu•atio111 ot 11011. 

The Tal•ud ooatairr• •n1 paaaagea u• •&Jinp 

ot hietortaal intereat and •alue, and the 1•1•ntlf 1e 

niat.o.-1M baa been abl•, trom a oaretul {>tl"\laal ot 1ta 

pagea • to work out a eonaeot~ and tl'\la two rt.ht aeeo•t 

or t he pol lt ioal, eoatal, and l•Wil h1ato~1 or th• 

Talmud1- period , and to 1ud1oat• the eooial aad 1atelleo-



tual eonditioaa -- and the m&RY and oonataat ohangea 

!a th••• eonditiona •- ot the HebPe• people 4urittg a 

moat import~nt and slg1!1tioant era or ita hiato~y. 

/!. 

Thia work baa b••a att•111Pt~d with IDDT"e or 

leas auto••• b7 auoh 84holara and h1etor1ar'• u Gnet•, 

Holdh• im, Jraatel, 1'1••, M'ra.n, eto. the piOtUT"el 

Whioh the1 pr•a•nt or the iutelleotual and aooial 

eonditioa ot the Hebrew people at thia time, ot ita 

high oulture aitd •l••ated religious teellna, or ita 

piety and enlightenment, ••~• to tol"m a aoat pleaains 

oont re.et to thoa• d l"a1'1l by man1 ot the l•a1'"n"'d in-o­

rea sors among th• ezpoaeuta or the "hisheP oP1\1eiam.• 

C•.a., Dr. A. Kuenen: Jfat1oaal Rellgione and 
• Uuivel"aal !Wligio.aa; Sa!. l l'Oh\ll"eP: llltof"J ot the 

Jew11h people ta the Time ot Jeaus Cht91at.) 

Aeeol"dias to the latte~, the •Pa pree8d1ng 

the iutroduot10• or Ghr1et1.ar.1tt ... 07'9 ot ••nmonialism, 

ot aoul-lftaa rol"l!Blilllft and l•saltam, ot p•tt# par-t1•ular1 .. 

altd Pigid wationaliaa; a period When tbe letter ot the 

law waa obaenfld, to the detriment ot tllil apin'; 11ben, 

&110q •n1 otheP -.t debue<l and barbarla eoncl1ttOtJ1, 

the .. akftr aex waa h•ld ••alaYed and cteapl1•d, waa 

dee111td tar beneath malt 1• all at ... ibat .. , na tiecl~oed 

to •re dependenocit and tutelage. 



Then, aoool"<ling to thee• soholara who, aeoepting 

unqualit1.Adl1 the poa1t1012 ot Paul, hav1t been b1aaed 

/1... 

bJ hia bitter oppoaJt1on to aad 01"1t1o1em or Judaism, 

Ohl"iatiantt1, with it• emaueipatlng doot~iae of unlveraal 

lo~e 1u1d 1 ta ab,.ogaUoa or the la, aame into being. 

The naw religion 1nugurated a 'l'"elgn of ainoeri tr, 
11niveraal!a~, tait~, obedieno• to the lafo~ing apirit; 

inaugul"llt""• -ong other bea11t1rw. and deail"abl• abaagea 

and 1n•t1tutlone, a 001111>lete revolution in the treatment 

aooorded WOIDlin • 

P1'"t1Yioue to tn. ia..,tloa or OhPia,ianitr, 

a.•onlins to thee• 1abolara, aftd aooord1ng to those •ho 

have aooepted th81D u author"! t tea, 1'0- among the 

Heb ... wa oooupied t he poa1tio• 1111i•e~aallJ beatowed Qpen 

her ilr tM O.,.lent . Sh• ... a •la••• Withlll\lt honor• 

without freedom, wtt~ut hope. •'l'he ma•••• ot 11u1ki11d 

the alav1J urd t~• womn --- had been rriuoed t" a •tate 

ao pitiable that poeelblJ nothing 8hot'\ ot !!!:.! eoatn,a 

.!!,! ~ h!maelt, 111 •Ol"POW and 111 wabre••• eo\lld han 

in•pired tn~ ooun1ge even to d .. aa ot bettep thiuaa.• 

(J. t. ~paldin1, 1• the Korth Aael"ioaa Ra•iew; 

11&1. 1886 • ) 

(t f111A¥ add that the 1talioa are mine.) 
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Bvea eo l•a~n~d and i.atlueatial ft Yl"iter 

ae John tttuart Kill h.lla1 t atf!a, ....,, almoet ... tu•• io 
of 

aolmowledge the -moeptional &11d ad•ano•4 morality ~ the 

Heb!"'ew pa op te. I.a hie lWlliaOU• ••aa1 oe thl ·~ubJ•ot1ou 

or Wcmeu•, he aaye: 

•fhe ~toi•• .. ,.. l b•li•••· th• r1~1t (except 

.!! !!! !.! the .fe•1•h law oonet1t11tea_!I! •oep~) Who 

taught ae a pal"t ot mo1-ali t1 that •• n?"e bollDcl bJ 

moral obl1gat1oae to tbei,. ala•••.• 

the italloa are aint . , 

(p.._. 14; 01r<re more 

:a 1a hardlJ 111 ceaaary to re tut• this uaert loa . 

!h• al1ghtft8t a94Qa1ntatoe with B1bl1oal o~ !alaudio 

lita~atur• would hlrfe 4o~ellad the uauallt tmparttal 

philoaopher- eeonoa1at to b11tow rar higher an~ l••• 

equi•ooal •OD11eudatlow •POii earl1 an4 lat•~ Jewiab law. 

and et})iea. 

et.al.) 

(l'e• • ·•·• Devt.JV, 14, 10; Lev .xXJ, 43; 

4uo•4 mo1101U'l'. t\ toatered re•ereao• ror woman and 

wit1t . It 1.Jlaupl'&ted a un 1c1eal tor wv•nb•od. It 

esalt11td th4' _. .. au, a•cl mad• ll•r the 111atr ... ot the 

ho•. 

eoraitau ta or the ~1•• and grow'h or the uew taith. 

It 1• rq purpoa• la tbe toll•wiag ohapters to 

retute ata•>· •••piD 1 aaael"tioaa 01t tbe paY-t ot aome 



• 

If. 

theologian• aud aoho\an. !Tu• 1 t t.a, 1111tortw.atelr, 

t~at the oraae•at tporau• eoeoening the Nal nature of the 

Talmud sud 1ta ooateat• 1.• •1d•-1pread, that the 11011t 

aba•rd •1aeono•»t1o"9 of 1te ••••no• aft neat"lJ 11111 ·Hr-

aal . !ut it would be reuonabl• to eaappo•• that tboae 

Who PO.. &8 80ientitio 8tUdeat8 ot the hietorJt lite, 

and thought ot a pel'"iod ooaoeruir.g Whi•h the Talmwl ie our 

beat and 110at .al11&ble author1t1 and guide, ahould poaa••• 

at l•aet a tair IUllOUnt ot Jmowledge or 1ta eontent•; 

eapeeiallJ aa t hl1 eocld b• aequ11"'ftd, it not a tirat-haud• 

oertalal.J tl"oa the ... , ~••A7•• treati .. a, eh1'"91tOt11atni"9, 

ete., Whioh h•" been writ t .. u4 Hlllf1l•4 bJ thoa• 

t t •••1118 to me that 

thoee who t"ef\19a to mak1t ~•• of auoh alcla, and •~• at the 

•&M tlm• atiNlJ 11aaoqualnt19cl with ttae o..-111aal, are bJ 

ao •an• 1• a po•i tloa to t••• fair ancl dieerlat11at1111 

J•d.-nt. !hell" 11tterure•a - .. ar~4 the1 are b7 •nr 
deeJllAd .. 1ent1t1a and authoritatl•• -· are la the .. in 

W1worth1 of eone1deratloa . Ia the11" .... th• ~oc .. tt1o 

thought holda good• the lr 1p01"111!• 1• w"lJ a orim1. 

The obJeot ot thle th••1• 1e two-told. It la 

.., ala to p~ove (J) that the poaitloa ot the Heb .. • 

WOftllJI la the era ot the Talm4 waa higheP thaa that or 

her uon-Heb.-e• aia h1"•i (2) t hat woman la •neral owa 
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her emauoipatlon, not to Ohriatian1tJ9 ae haa •O often 

be•a aaaerted a~d urged; but, 1• large m•aaure, at leaat, 

to the Hebrew lawa, euatoma, and i4eala ea1•t1DI Whole 

oenturiea before the Pia• ot the uew ... 11g1oa. 

Th• o1•111aatloa aa4 olllture ot the pl"e .. nt era 

eXhibit to a Te17 .. Pk&d dill~•• the intlu•eo• ot Christian 

moralltr and Christian ideal1. It 1•• however, my oon­

te~tioa that these high ideals and thi• e l evated morallt1 

ftre bf ao •an• aud ia no a•n•• an o1"9at1oa•, taking 

their ianptiOll fl'am th• rise or Chr1.atta111tr. The1 are, 

aa will be ahoW11 ia the oourae or thia thea1a, merel7 

and alS>at eut1"l1 a1r iabffritar•o• rroa Hebrew thought, 

Heb.,..• ideala, Heln••• morall!Y. '!'he Hebl"e• people, 

•it~ an ethical ooaaoioueaeae deep and earn4at, originated 

&ltd, ia tt1 eooial Utd domestic 11~• and ouat099, SI"• 

•••"'• ud adeq11ate eJSp,.aaioa to ita lott1 1deala and to 

ita J .. t Sltd •l••at•d eOtJ09ptloaa of lite alld dutr . The 

atatu1 ot womn; the t aatm.,t aeeorded the ala••; the 

Nlatlon• of ~e aU••• the aJ•t•• ot Mhool1 aad. 

' 111ti•e .. 1ttea; all thaa• iadloat• the ad•aaoed .tag• 

or eultura &rd •aliaht8nrteat Whi oh had beeu attained bJ the 

Hebrew P9"Pl• cluP1.1?g the peieiOd whieh I ha•e cle11omiaa te4 

•• !almudte. 

Oa• of th8 beat and 11Dat algnitieant i»dioea 

ot natioaal obaJ-aoter and d•aree of o1T1liaatioa, la the 



poeitlow aae1geecl to 1'0man 1a •••1al an4 domeetlo ltte. 

I have udertaaa to ahow '!at tM atatua ot 1foml1 

amoua the R•b....,. ctu1"1ng the Tal.m41o 119 •loci --- from 

4&0 B. c. I. (etrea) 'o 500 c. I. (•1~••) --- waa tar 

la m•anoe of \hat u11pecl 'o her alat'tn l••• tortunat&ly 

situated among othel" peopl•• of the laat ud •••t. It 

baa a1so b .. a 11¥ 1nt•ot1oa to la7 atP••• •poa th• 

ault11re &ad th• high ethioal tual.a ot the H•bNWI 

during thie ,.riod, aad to 1Dd1oate that mueh ot the 

infhl1no• ud ,..,, ot t hi 144aa populal'lJ uon arrd. 

4•n0ta1w&t84 a1 Chrtat.taa. &'"9 in t.-uth aone other than 

Jewish to the oore. 

I have 4••med it ~erm1aa1bl• la ., pl"91entatioa 

ot the •a~o\18 41•1•1ffe of tb• 111bJeot, to Ntor aot cntl7 

to Ralulla ucl Ra-da - the latter u the laattag 

a.p '9aa:.Loa ot 'h• ethioal ~l• .. ot lite held bJ the 

Reb .. ft - bat al10 to the Bible u the soW"o• of Bebl"tur 

law u4 •ralitfe u4 alao OM .. 10llal1' to thl ll14"'8h14 

11te.-al9N• -.oh ot 1d11oh 11 ••t...,oraaMoue With 'he 

!alllu4. Thhe r _, &4cl, hU appea~d. t• •• l•g1t1-t•, 

••••• aatiwal literature, tana 11r 1ta e11tiret1, 1• the 

•d>ocll•11t of aational lit• alt4 morala. 

ftth thl torego11tg i• 11111•, I 11tter upon t» 
elo•« oon1ideratl01t of ,., eUbJeot. 
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!!!! GEMBRAL POffITIOK Q! WOMAN, 

(A) IN THI NON-JIWI~H WORLD; .AMONG 'l'H! CRINll'I, 

HJNDOO~, PERl'IAN~ 1 ARABI', ITC . ; ROHAN!', GRBlKKt'; 

JN THI •ARLY OHRI~TIAX WRITING~. 

(B) AMONG ?HE JIEBRIWI' DURING THI PICRTOD OP' THE TALMUD. 

TR0 THOU<Hf'rt' OP THF. !'AG!f' OJ THE TATJ.CUD CONIJERlt ING 

WO!tAM IN GENER.AL; THE OLD WOIUH (<JRIUUN . ). 
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lt is not IIlY intention in this chaptfJr to 9'9. wrest and 

di stort the l~ws, ·~ustoms . m~xims , expressions of opin 1 ~n . etc •• 

recor<ied i n the Talmud. until r ~m able, by hook and C'Mok, t o 

pictu re the cond ition o r woman in 'l'a lm11dir. times as equal to 

:tnd .::is e l evated as the postt ton ::tcr.ordeci t o her mo re fort 1 m1'lt~ 

sts+er ry mone r n r.iv1 11~~d nations.Thi~ error has rAe~ ~ommitterl 

l°'y 11n.ny (ml oetzine apoll"lgetes who . rl~slrin~ tc "Pl'Hl£n :n'1 to 

co1mt,,ra rt thA hci rsh ;tnri <:ilti)Prf i cial stnctures of not ;i. fe w 

critics of the 1'a l m11rl (not -~rly the non-Jewish crit lcs ), have 

gone to t.he opoos1te extreme. and h:ave yaintea the 1'almudic era 

tn light and glowing colors, ~s ~time when ~11 men were noble 

and learned ~nd tn l er~nt r whPn. ~mnng other beautfful and de­

si ratil"' +h1nqs, +.he r:ondH i on of womrtn. l eg~l . snrial, anti men­

h .l , w::,s tn no w1sP infe r ior to li-e r st;t tus anct c111tu reo tooav. 

I 

Roth th~ h~rsh crit 1 r.~ ano theJr oppon Pnts . the apologetes . 

are 1n error. NeHher one no r t n~ otner nrr::tsen t , the t r11e i:;tate 

of ::\ffa1rs. Pot1' s11mmon to their ::tss ts t:ince only s11ch -oai:;s:\ges 

from the 'l'almud ;.t_s will ~'1pp('lrt their speoh l and wiriel v r:!ivP.r­

gin~ stan'i-oo ints , 'and a re c;iirefu l to enti rely om1t o r at any 



I 
~~ t e to ~ l aze over with but passing mention, t hose laws, s~y-

ines. ~n,.cdot~s . etc., ' which in thP sl1ght e!':t c1PgrPe ~ont rai::l ict 

th"lir nwn r>et t heo r11111!' . Tn my ::iitt Pmpt tn he "'n t.f r~l y 1 mp~ rt1al , 

I t her,,.for,,. c 1 • oas<nq:ec: on l;\<'tli c;id (l!S of tre qiJF1stton , wherP-

ever pr;;1rttc1l , •i.,em inrr the tone ;:tnri op tnt nna ted nart1::ility nf 

t he '3nnlo~ete C'1.lt o f ol~re 1n ::1 treatis e intenriP,rl to l:'-e c:rientifi o . 

The st~t us of wnman ~mnnq ~11 the p eool es of thP wo rlq 

Offvhom wrJ ha~'"' recor1c: '1~t1 n!! fr" m t h"! 'T'alm11cU~ eri'l , was 11ndo11bt -

1c:i 
Pd ly f::iir lo·.vpr th:in,, Hu• onsP 11:m ::1NC' rti e~ wom"n 1n th1~ "Pinlt ~ht P.ned" 

an;q. This tc: Pvirl,,,nt from e ve-n t he most supe rf toial read ing o f 

th e so11rres. To exoPc t ;:iny other <' rnP.r of thin·!..~ wo11lc' . howev~r, 

b "' 1.: nre::ii~ on3 h \P, Civ 11 l zation f$ ~ slo"1 , u11t const ant g r owth, 

The e,,o l 1Jtion of th~ hnman racl't t s ma rkF.!d t- v three st~ge~. The 

o f m,.n, sh" he1.r nf\ infl u~nc-~ 11pon theo arUnn~ o f man, oxo,,pt 

rerh:apR " t r t fl in i; onA , and t h'\t f o r evil . ThP s~conrl sbq~ 1~ 

<::ta t us , and h"r 1nfl11enrP h:iis r.onseq'iemly wt dflned , ~n<l that 

for the ~no~ nf he r 1~•1 ana m~st~r . Tr~ t~ ir~ <:;t a~e 1n tne 



9rogress ·o r mankind 1s wh~t seems fo us at p r~sent the highest 

o nP , and is c~ ll~d c ivilization. Here wnman is rele~s ed more and 

mrirc f rom le~al ::tnd sooial ri,st ricti on . and takes her plac9 ::,s 

tre At1\Ja1 and companion of ma.n. Her influence has widened out im-

measurably, and 1s lJO t"l oubtedly ,,.nnob ltng anri r> ur1Iytng . <This 

stage, in which we a r~ at 9resP.nt. nas j ust b eeT'\ attainer!,, as 1t 

( 
werer conse1uentlv tn~ atten~Pnt ~m,,li o ration of th,,. status an rl 

inf11Jenc P of wom~n has n" t yPt. had time to worK itself 011t f 11 ly.) 

Wa s ee then that the Pnt1r,,. upwa rd rl13VP.loof ment oi maniond 

is m::\rl<~d l°'y the ront1n1iea elevati on of the pos it ion of ·.,.oman, 

by the jncrea s~ of r espect and rgve r ence paid nt:r , by t ne ev~r 

wiaening spnere of jnfluence ::iccoro 0 n ner. "The emanc ipat io n and 

~xalta.t1on of women a re th.,, synonym " f progress' ' . says Mason . 

elm:: 
{ Wo m?'.n 's Sll-1M in Prim11ive Gul tu ri;:.,>, an<i all races h~v"' at one 

time in thatr history regardP.d woman ~s an 1nfe r ior animal. ftt 

only f o r rha use and abuse of m;tn. (;,/xf{.J 

Among th~ v-. r1 01.1s peopll':ls of .t:;urope and &s i a , I ft.id thi'\t 

:d tn E" T:;ilmudtc nPriod woma11 ~t ill OC'r.upi"rl ~ very low anrl de-
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raded posit ton . Tl i s only hv a cn moa rison of tn~ stat1Js of woman 

~mong .them with the posit1on o f wom~n amoPg th~ ,~ws t hat WA can 

ma.Ke any estimate :::\S to the ~~ o f rno ra l ity of t he Jews at thi s 

pe ri od . 1t. wrn1 ld re manifPst ly unfa ir to comp~rq thi> oos1t1on or 

"NnmaTl in tn .... 'l'alM1t~ with tne posttion a N·orr!~d he r in mo ciorn t 1111P.s, 

'fer tni~ 1~ jnst what nas t een rio n...i 1:-y many of toe c ritf c,s of tM 

Ta.lmua . anr1 of cour~ i.: to rne r:t J ~ ~ ai,. :i ntag.~ of tn>i lat t er. Jt is , 

howqve r . onl y p ropa r to tav.e con+empo r ;,nerius c ivili !ctt10 i1 , 01· ra-

t her ba rl"-~ri<;m , as our o r 1ter 1on o f ~judgment . For by como~ri n~ 

svst ~ms o f mn r :::\ l ity ::rnn jurisprud~n c ~ wh1cn ~r i:: verv fi\r ~n::lrt in 

po1ni of temno r :al ;i.nri nhvs 1cal en v tronrnrmt . w~ <' •tn g.;:un ltttlP n r 

110 o~ r tarn kn ow lP'1ge -'\S to the wortn n f e~~h . Wi t h rh1s lTl 1111n1 , 

T apo r naf"}n d ~onsirier;:t t ion of T~lrnudic 111o r ,:d 1ty as evinc Pi:i by the 

~t6tU~ of wnm~n , in ~ornp~rtson wi tn the p0s1t1on a~co rded h Ar ~ -

mong other nations at t he same rer ind in the wo rl o ' ~ hiR tory. 

Among t he Chinese . th<> ooi:;itil')T' o f woman 11 antiqi.1ity was 

v ery )l')•ff , The Clnnese •.v1fe was compelled to s 11 h 11 t+ to :aJ 1 tne 

p::\ ins <" no harnships inflict ed 11pon h~r h.y n~ r h11sbanct. Th~ w111 



or t.hA h tsh~ nd w;ts law, '3.nd thA wi. r,~ h"n ;thsol ut':lly no right of 

• ppea l. 1'hus t he h11:: ;t.: he 

g a s '± AttlJ.,, tOQ2l! S b9 COUld b~ 

pow~r of tAating hi.s wi fA, ~ 

sold ry hirr at wil I. Just as any 

law- 1--ool< of MJtnll. Ar.co rdin11 ti) this . w0ma n is rar benPath mf\n in 

riC!hts anc.t nriv6 l'1~es, while h11r <.wtie!'l ro h1111 an~ many ~nn on-

erous. SnP. w;:i.s n~v"'r pP.r,nitted to h,... her own ~uard lr1n, but Wt+.s 

;:.!W(l.VS 1111oer tll1,: cont r 0l o f some nrd.le person. She couln ~ · e be;iten 

by he r husbano ::i. t w 111. F 1na l ly , "Wom;:i.n i~ in out y l ·ound to hone~ 

man ": "She mllst rev~re hlm as God" . <F rc101 thri f..t.i-.v. tooK nf .tfanH , 



{ 
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( It 1s to be nl'lterf th:ar ih ... Arats Wli'M .:::~111i +i:,s , anri tner~1urP. re 

in~ hi rt. witn nj ::. c,wn wiif:: o r oa.u~.:.nto:1 1 ~s t.empo r:.t1y crrn~ul ll'lP.. 

ing wn'1m you f e:t r l~::. T 1 nPy t'\P~~r yn11 + ~. r n11_ h + !1"' i r nonrrnr.t, ... .. 

w1tnnolu YOll f~'"'l'''"'~ from tll'"!m . l ucx tne11. 1r1ti1;11r ch;i.mters , rlnCJ 

'lnP h;;iri::m w;::,,s ~ firn.lv Ast·· 

:t.1- i ishdn ::tn .1 fa r P.Y.t~marnq 1nst lT. u t10 11. '' In tn1:1 Or1Ant , th- hous e 

was not wo man ' ::. no me , hit ner p ri son." sa.v:; Riehl . d.nd hi~ r ema rk 

seen1s to re justl f ied (
7,. Tf...~ '.~"'.'";{":" Y. '/~ ,µ, ,.. : 

J-y tne facts. "'(-';~~"; //7" 7, '13?) 
Wo man 's lot ill t n.., Or1t:nt wa s indeeo wretc ht:ta, anu e ven tne 

c onsolati on ae riveu frum tne 11opa of i mmorta l ity, elf arewa1a tn 

h 
t hP. fnt11rc~ litP., wn..s 0P.n1eri h .. r. F'o r 11. Wd.. :::i r:nrnmon l ,. thou~ that 



so~ n;;i.d no ~nul. \>Inn ~l!''ll V iP.w~ , wjin "oUl..ih law~ anci r.1J:-.toms , with 

polvff.amy rtno C<J'V~U~ina t?."' • nay 'W"3TI J.J l'Ost1r11t1on , t;i r i::val-rn1 ~nrJ 

""" o-f tfl '"! 11\00ffil:: of thasr g rP.~l H1Stit1 , tiOT1l> o! tne et.r1 c1 Ant rnJi ~ H>nS · 

:--cytn1ans, tn far: t -;imon mos1. OriP.nt:\J n~tton~ . co;,.pulsnr1 Rar:rt-



his wif~s h i !'l F('\JIPT n'ver }'er 1.~ 11nltm1ted II ( A.t1llus Ce ll111s , q\•ot-

t-.~· 
Rd t'V Klttam::t"ln . > 

- ;1 

tn r.re~c-r, th~ l ot of 1•mm::iin "';:is th'lt rif "ln i nferi,.,r heing. 

11nl 1>~s <irnomp.,, ni Pd ty ;:ii frtm;:i.le sl~ve. TndA1vl, sh, w-;i s herself al-. 
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womPn in <;!P.nPnl .• , . • ry s~yin!T r' ' Za11s made thi~ s11premP Pvi l 

wom~n : even thou~h t hey seem to ~ e gnod, when one h~s got nne . 
j.?'ff. 

History o f Gre~c~. J 

Jn R0mP.. thP. status nf the w1fP. in e~rly times ·,v:;ts extremely 

~ nd ~ l mo.:>t 1111c"nt r nl lPri •rrn"' Bt')m;i.ns h~rituall y ront r::t st erl i hP. ma-

m<tn. " On 1~ nf lNi har .n v1ri he;;i rt1 P.~s s;1ying<: p opular =t.t Rome was 

on tne rfay 0 f m~. rr i~ge anrl rm t.n"l 'i:)y of ne r 'i""ath . ( A simila r 

'~ \ ( ln_. L• •, /~y,.(.(.i~J £,._._~,, lt~jJ saying i 5 pooular in Gr~eco. ''~ ... 

politjca l ins+itllt1nn , ex 1stin~ :'\s ::t T\ P.CP.~ s;, ry e vil , in the in -

te r est o f ~o~1et y . ~herP w~~ no tr~r e of the hi ~h~ r sAnttment 

wh 1rh WP 0~11 "~· 



A.ft.er thjs hu rriqct g. hncc: at r he for~most nation.~ of 'tn t11u ity, 

t•1rn f(')r ~moment to exam1nP the ea rly w r it.in~s o f Ch r1 s ti;:,n 1ty . 

rt has hqen" s,..,u r cf'o of !Hirlq ::ind se lf-p r::i is~ cfrt to ma'"IV Ch ri~t 1. ans , 

t,.., point 011t. that Christhnity was tne first reliP:ion to liherate 

F'rom ::i ~"lri:;fql revj~w of t~A p::tss11u.'3~ in +he New T~stament hf?.arinr:: 

11pnn the ;tar11s of ·vom~n . ::tl"d from th 0 h isto ry of Chr fsthnity 

riur1ng t. h'i? first elq,h t 0 1 nln 1~ r-t~nhri'3s cf t he Chric;tla n en, the 

lhe " L"ve 0 f C'-0rl''. fh i s is ~virillnt n')t <Jnly f r l"lm thA. Gh r istian 

i::criPtures ~nrl frQm the wr i+1ngs of tha P.arly ohurrr Cather s , hit 

:tnri rrothPr, :)Ori wifn , ;:inri childrP.n , a""ld ac.res , for thA s~k P "f my 

n;ime , hP will M f'eivo '=I l'unr!"Pr! .~ lold, ~nri gain the eternal life." 

( '~""'" IlX ' :Z9-) 
"'rnt? C'l°'ildrPn of this world hkP fn m;i,rriage ::tnd ::1:re t.;')ken in mar -



wor1rl ~nd of r es11 l' rAct10n , t hP'/ ~· i 11 not take tn m~ r .. 1 -=t r' P n or oe r .. 
( tJu \ ]t., J'I 1 ~5·) ;,.-... .. 

Jn rrFl r f::l. 2;e. ·~, Thus s " ld H' r ; 'J !! 

..... ;inrl therP n.rFi m::i.ny othPr n:n;s;\~Os of the New 1'ec;t~m~n t non-

c.Jiv~d 1n tre s~mP- "IJin. "With Pa11l. the Sf'l l A r e:\son for marri::i,ge 

ts t hat m::in m::tv g:n11f~1 h i~ instinct 1NHho1it st':1.'' (C" tliatthew 

He g,::ivP t. 011:i,n : th P 11'.'SSf'r, "'r"' rrt:P'l'l i rrperfPct , to i'f"m'ln.' This 
l H1• 110 1 ~.~ ) 

I 

ut.tAranco of St. Chr7!lV'o~+om11s ' "\q .v~ll ::is nthP !' rPm?.rk.!' r- .v the -.ame ,, 

st:-;it "' w~ rA nl)t r!l1pP,nr! 0 n t nn +h p 11olfare f'lf e;H' h i nrflviciu"l h(\11Sl'l , '' 
(1tm,'._/~,~· · · , ,t1a1· .~J-J 

i ~ t h0 ;>tpt romm"'n t 0 r Nf\h t d;)l 'R~m\1' S t . Chry~o~t l')m in r11 r t h Pr 
Jlf • 

temphttrrn , a rtesi r~h 1 1? 11t:tl .:t mitv ~ a d,..,m~~t i~ p eri l. ;t d ~adly fas. 

c1n~tfon . anrt ~ p::i f l'tf'!r! il l" ! ! 

jw.-71..t-i, 
St"lm ... A ~iiol~ ti f')"l c:; frnm rhe , lhtw 'l'eqt;\m,,,nt mav not h~ inert 1n 

I 

I 



~ 

this connect 1on . Th~ fnllowln~ s ~nt an ~es arP c h~ra c tertst1c . 

'' WtvPs, be 1n subje~tton 11nt o vo'Jr husb;:Jnds , a s unto the Lord . 

F or the hU5~and 1s the h~a<i nf tre io\°lfi» , ~s Ohr l~ t ts thP h~d of 

t ha chu r ch .. ' . • ~t e~an man ln ve his wife ev~n ~s himself , and 

"Let~ wom::Jn lea r n 1'1 q\ i ietnec:;~ with all ~uhjection. f or T !'~ rmit 

not a wnm~n to +e::tch . n~ r +o !'1;:J.V~ df'lmfn1nn ovP.r;;, m::t"'l, h 11t tn be 

• in "' 1t.tnP,S5;." <11'irnothy 11 , 11 , l ? . ) "'l'he mf\n w':l s not c rPJ;;,t i:?ci ff'lr 

th~ •.vom::i n, r11t tra ·vom::i.n for thP m;,n . " ( 1 Cl'lrh1hhns xt . Q, ) 

tione " ry 're r tt.1 ll iC:tn <?00 o lfc~\ , ~n whirh h<> emhodi~s tt n t cie;;, 

-
w1 ll se r.>, the l am~ wjll wa l l< , .:..nci t hP women ''lil l arise f rom ·thP 

~rl ~1 Ohnsti~nitv fos tered the asceUc ide~ l. A J1~a of 

most hnly me t~n~ nf passt ~g through thjs s i n'u l wo r ld, Asceticism 

of r(l11rse 1ndnni;,d an ~ hii st ress upon c Alihary, fts 1nflw:mcP. 



from th~ ho lin~~s ann bP.ali.y of 1v0 drlP ri l1f1>. f't 1s alsri 1'P,l l -

k1n·nn th=-t the p ries +~. ;,ltho ueh r- ('lrnma.nrle~ t o re ce lfrat 1-:s. ::tl -

i,ost h~tHwdlv rroke tfi1s rule , ::rnd siTIG I! tMy co11ld n0t m~rry , 

in+roaucerl ~11 kinrls of lewdne~s ~n ri irnm0r'll1tv. ( SA~ Le(} . Hi s t 

·I 
ory of SaCA 1"ril"hl c~1 H·<1.c:n~,) Th ... 1nflu?.TIGP. rif s1•rh ~ l"t'lf1'11pt 

~ nr:! pro fl i2:atP. pri. ~sthl')nrl rcHJ]rl n0t hnt nrovP. ml)c;t d~mo r;;!l 1 ~tn g 

ful of evil res ults . Whe11 nnw~v,..r , th~ v0w nf relibac.v was faith-

'of t.h1>- ear lv <'h rfs r hn wo rlrf . F°'l') r t hE> statll~ ~11'1 rlip;nity of wo. 

m~n i~ l"wer~d frnm AithPr st">nciootnt . She 1s re,;a rrh;'i 'lS somF1 

thin~ to }"IP avo 1rtr>ct anrt shunned r.y the as~P.tt!i=:. To them ''Woman 

" was rPnrasrmb~rl 1s th"l ~nor ') f hP, l l , i!l.S t 'r/.e mother of all huruan 
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·.vom-:,n, She shoolr:! livl'I 1n ~l1ntinu:iil pPnanc~ on ar:N·'un+ of the 

ru rses shP has brn11,?:ht npon the W'>r1d.'' 'Lecky , History 0f Eu-
;...~-;;~. h 

roperl.n ~/lrals . Vol. 11 ( ) S11C'h was thP. ttiovq:}: nf tl"e r Pllbates . 

To thA profllr;<'.t~ onest.h">od who t'l::tl°'1tuallv brokP. tne1r vow , wn-

man was merely an l.nstrument , a m ~ans of ,1 g~tifying thP.ir p~~-· 

s1or.s, of ministertn~ to tnuir pleas11rPs . 1'h\1s was rhe inferior 

and d~~ran~d noRition of w~ma~ m~1nta1nerl ~Y +hP.m . 

i ti:: doc:+ rinP!=!. 

AfT1-:r this t-rhd ~nri hastv ·:.hnr:~ a1 th&.:: nnl:>H1n11 acoorrl~. ~ 

c1~,a r tom~ 1,na~ thP sif1t11s of wom"'n amnnct thP -Jew~ 1forin~ the 



(\ 

actP-rii=:ttc of the HP.brew t.hou~ht of this peri"ci 1s th~ follow-

fl' l'4~J ;l:n~ l'I(" lJ'I"' ( ,,;,;,:>. ~'i1f 11.,~ HP o ~111'7 

11'..VJ( ~-:>..w:i. K~X tr1.- ~VI llt'::t l)Jl~ 

' 'A ma.n sh::i.11 PVeT r~ c~r,~ful to !°'C"nor nis w 1f~: for nn hl~ss1ng 

is (011nd tn n1.:= nn 11~!"1 "'> reot. it 1,,. dnP. t o h1> t,"'Bf1t·a l•.e:i~ . FPa. > 

S11ggestive rn tn1s cnTJn ~rtinp a n~ lh<1 spi::cL~l inst~'10 0" of Ber u. 

ri:=I, thP. rl~11g:hter o f 6hantn~ b f'n T 'rad1nn ~n-i wH~ nf R. l•.oi r 

( 150 0 i rct :f ma §h~ l t')f11 • ch U~hhn of 'P .S if11on r. f...::l.ml i e l}ii :rnd wife 

of 
·lf.? R. Elie- er L .Jacot- <?00 C'iroa ~ ; Choma, ciat1ghte r of P. Chisda 

Abb::i. t-'.ar1 
<ZOO o 1 rr.::i. ' ; ·.la 1 ta, daughter of fl. lff;l.rjt/.rr.:l'if ;:ind w if 1-1 of P . N.a,. hma n 

'I:>. ·J~r:or umo ci r c ;:t ) : Em, the f ostP.r·-mother of Aba j i ( Q.PO circa•) : 

t.:t.nd Rache1. w1f• · o f F.~k1b::i <1~ c irc;:i),'l'nat thesP wom~m ~011ld at• 

the 1'cilmurlir. worl".f,:::inrJ tr:,+ the rahrf r-; deemerl their s?yin~~ ~nd 

T~lm11C1 t11-:it tlie women of tr,e T';\Jm11dic '3ra m11s t h::i\r! posse-;~~d n('t 

tns1 ~'"'~ r t~::Jn t amot1nt o f r- 11li 11r~ "l rtd 1mowlerio,:e "f the J.;1w. I'h11s , 
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i n+a . fol i o ??a , inrtioatl'IS t.h~ t tts autho r m11st h:.lve nMsessP.rl more 

I t is without dnn~·t tr11e t h::\.t mt\ny ot the ]~[~l ona,..i:me"lts o f 

t~A HPbrews WPre unf~vor~bl~ to w~m~n , an~ withhel~ fro m her m~ny 

i· l~hts ;:iinri privtlc?:es row ;:.c-,.. •:Hd Pti her . Put +hi~ is on ly ~tura l 

tfSf3 her, ;::inrJ P'/ P'1 10 )'Jll hPr , in fq\l fOrC' e a')('l in artnal rr~~tlf'0, 

Almost 1rn1·1er sal was t ~e 013&; .. ~riat i oT\\"f thP. 'Nif~ tn rorrpletE' t'l t P l-· 

d 
?t"•,P, Shi'.' ''l::t.S tt\f' 'Tl"f"' ~h110 , thP. h011sehold li rwi;~ or her hushan~ . 

tfn71ed. Y.J11g~:.=rnn ·vo11lr! even o.:r so f;:ii r a" to asc ribe to ·H.-,mf\n in 



Jlf. 

it is c-erh\jn that the position of the lTP•lfish 'N oman was far h igh-

e· th::iin thr>t of hP-r nl')n .•. Jewish sister . For 'lt the A"lrly age of 

Hf!llr onc::1t •on 35 wH1>1 ;:intj mistr~~c- "f th"' hom e W<ts O'e"1er-il ly h1gh 

~nrJ honl')r,.hlP. She was nnt 1'i\.s ~ vrisoner of war " to h13r r•Js:hand , · 

s•1bl)rtiin"'ti"111 :i nri 1nr,.r1oritv hy h"' r htJsbanrj , as the laws <'f Manu 

( 'J.'('J.ij(u,hn.J 
PfH~rribo. M,.,whe r e In ::tll "'"1!1'11.-lf" 11ter:d•1re do we f:lnrl euch:., 

1 

wom::i.n mnst he ex'.l m1ne-<4 with ;::in '?<ye to <'ont lxi ~ n rl r1t+~nd:in t r:ir-

"He 'Nho tR'H~he:; r1s d'\. U~hb• r q .. ,,, Toril h t te::i<'hes rer f mp1ety ( f n l-

1 v > 
11

, • $1') t a • ?Oa > "torn f rom 1 ts r on t "':t. t , a Tt".l f" ls el v 1 nt e rp ret er! , ' 



has giv~n rise to most ~bs~~rt thAort~s w1th raqard tn the vtews 

nf T~lrnu1ic- time~ on th P. mCltt"'"' ('f wom::iifi's erJuc,'ltinn''. We 1iu~t re-

tn wl)o'll th'e .,;;:tying "Wom~n's Pl~Ct'.I! is ~t the distaff" Is alsrpc-

~ ~ 1 a f n ,. h t rn . 

r1blc "~"lsid~r,. .N,,~n cqu:o\1 to rr::i.n with re~~rci to all thE' laws 
\ll'lt ~ il llllt ~tl\J., jlllV'il 

t 71 the Tt) r~ r- • '' ( K 1-io' '~hf n ~'i:'> ; "1. l°'" .!'. :i m, 1 ':a ~ : i1""lJ\~IV ~ .,., ~3Z, 

B1lt this refers <'nly to the pP'Vtl laws. T" de~m trP. c;"xes Aq\~1 in 



,}6. 

,.. ert;:iinlv C'Ont:r-t"'V to .Je•vf!':h tl°'oll:zht . 

e 
"NevPr havP r call~d m.v wH"' "nythrng f'.>Y. Cet't my hf\rrjf".(Sal"ibath , 

1 i ar . ) 

Thts idea 1s f1mrlameT\t;:il 1n T-drnnd1c law ... 'ld ,..n~tom . W,..,mttn . 1t is 

true, ~s deh11rrerl front ~akino; p':\d 1n p 1Jhlic ::iffairs. B11t tris 

h 
w;:i,~ no + te<'::!.'.JSP. c;~P, w:u: rlPPfMrl m~ntal ly or m')l'::dlv 1"1ferinr to man . 

~~nd 1 

thes P 1 ~ rs U not ris wif e'f"<J et-arnotr. EF .a . • 1 "Womr1n ran e.:irn more 

home, c?n Jmm~~J;:itP ] 7 ~till the pnnr ma n' ~ p~n~s of hun~ar hy giv -

in~ him rood . " Ta"'n5th , 2~.) 

i 
\

11 1 fe9 In s qnrl1nC!' th~ r li 11".ir,..r to l- E> t"'u~ht in thE' synar.:,.,~ue , in .?lt-



/ ... 

tt.J study in th~ ~l"rools.'' CFer:tc hoth , '17" .1 "'hP. l'a lm•Jd looks 

with dlsf~vor 11pon the ~;daro1Jt .,,,!'.>man. 'sf'lylng ,.,r neh 

?ht'h...,.,f ~~·ti 
Jl;,~ "'. :11 .1'~1 i11r1 · J'\ Wf rn•it~ "v~ ~,,,-it~"', 

Wll ~ P ~ thi:>n . th"lt h;lpnin,,~ ~ to the Talrnudic .Jew wa~ rooted 

in ttnrl rleoen11en l!O"n ~hP. ~a m ily anr:i thP. horn~. 'l'h Ps~ it w::i.s P~ . 

An-t rusted rh~ ~~c r~ri t~sk of re~ ring f\nd instruct In~ t~P c~ilrlren 

the P ,.."'~Pnt '"'~v. As !ndlC"'.ti'>n of this , " insta~ce the F/r!<I fol low -

'F''">r him who~~ wif,:. rl!9n rlurtng his life-time , the wholP. ·,yorlrl is 



jl ll)}Y.ll llJl'r.lV )n\l}I'~ 11~)11'1.,,ill' D,JtNTJ' ~~,~!, 
: il l-'l"'i' nJ\ J(.llN il 'l! b 

''Let a m;:.tn re e\·..-r o~ ;.efu l last hP :\f!'ltct hh wife 1 for r.nd 

r.ounts ha r r.e:ars . ' ' CPaba ¥.e·~1a 6~a) (-....~7· ~ ...... ) 

~ n"2,>'1~ i1~1'l9 ilJll~ ;nn.? nw~ 

'A !?:"Od wlfe 1s a C"H>d :?:1ft to her h11.i::;h::ind . 1'C .. Jerctm,,th 6~. l 

ll-7'~ ""il''l~ ~ il:)"°'.:l 1'N\V ll7llJ~ ,,~3::i 1~7' 1liH Nil ' 1;1~1.::. >:. 

! l JHI ~ \ ... :1 tl/3 ~~It 'DIN ~IV )"'''3 

"4 ma'1 Shf'lll]d re ev~r rar .. f1Jl to tionor fli<; wjf~ ; for nn bll-'SSJng 

rorn~s to his no11se , erc9t~t on h1:1 r 'l """1mt . 1' t r.aha Me-1;i '"'Pa.' 
t'Si1H>°"'1"r i1&3.;\bil) l~U3 l.7\VJ,11 .I'll( '.l.illltil 

: \l,i'l~ 01~VI "'::> 1''j,') --,Y-l1~ ~7.1);,n l ' ?,y 

"4A who l oves f'js ·vif .., "s h1ms1.olf , ::in1 hon,,rs h(:jr 111ore thaP n1m-

io,;q }f; conoe r n1nsr lllm Script11r~ s~ ys r' And tho11 shalt 1<'1ow t.h"3t 

: ·1 ii J'll'Jl'.lff1 tl'!JJJ 

(~n~i l l;, }.!II-, J 

"Womf1n are lllore ma rciflll <cha r ihbl"JL " 

mit ;\nv mnntion of th~ 1mhvl'.lrat· le c1ict.a nf the Talmw'ltc dn ct 0rs 

tn ont1r~1v ~~e r l0~k ~nrl ·~k~ nn nat10~ of th~ blem1~nas in the 



~yes () f t. nl:" RaM·1S w ... re '10t '"'l i'loert tn T l'lb iaults of wo m~n , now-

e t>~r n1 ~n lv tnPv p ri".ed ner for he r v l rt11es . 

! 'O~V/J ,\'\DJ iBI \V1'1 -0 2.,,y ~ 11,~ llTI"\lJ r~~ ff)~~ 

'"I'en measur~s ot l1 ghl t a lk dcc:r.':indi?d 1nto the w,.,rlrl: , i '1P. of them 

the women re~e tve 1.~." (K1oduo:;h in .JOb. \ 

<nr witch--cr:;1.f1 1 '' 'ht-otn ii 7. ) ! ~ sc rtberl to Hlllel. \ 

: TT'Vll. ~JVJ.\J N 'l,v; or ~::>1 l"';:i.~ D""ll'l '1"'Tl 

As a f1trin !?' r·11ma.Y t,., th1:::::; 1• P"t~~":!.J'• .. r-; , ·1 rftp here Th'=l llti~ ­

/t i.C ., 

o~y"l'\i stir. sent 'l'"'\r e sr. ril:l ed t'• Jo ~tf h~n .Jorh¢''1etn c1r.:.n t ir"a ~) r ., 
' ~':l.'t'I .7'1'27lt".:l .,'13Y1''1 \~ ''""~ll ll'\lJ'N-:3 ·;r\V>IT'J 11)1 i!Tl'IV n::nn ~" 

'Yl~'!lt, Tl'f'"' ll"'n i'l\l/llil LJ\I nn'V> ;i::i..-,tin l,~ ?rll:m nbt{ )l't::n:> 

: OJi1'.i ",..,, .. 'bltJ' n,,,, '\".3\ta ~~,~, 



n;vn 111f"' I hl)W murr t he less , 1'.h~TPfOT" , W1th tnl3 ''"if~ 01 " " e ' s 

' i,,;••s .,, , ... , 



cuwb r-'1 111'.,'.-! 1m,,n ~o,.i · ty : fl)r ni.:r utility wai; .O"IP . 'Ci . 'l'hi:. p r o . 

rn r r>: "Qtut ~D!J~ . ... ~.£1.'!. 1 Q!ll,lt:•" > fT is r ... corrl~ ·1 r;f m?1 11v pAo­

ples of .,ntiq\Jit y tnat ttv;•y fro::..-n th,.,ms ... liiP..::: fro.11 th':lSrl i1so:: J ~ss 

ruraen.;; ry simp ly 111aki"lg W';t,Y rith t11~ ol'1 ... ,, iniJrn . ~·10 --snPr1-

a 11 y w 1 h 1 h" r, 1 n .v o m;n 1 • 

ma11 . neld 1~1 higri nono r. M;iny art! t11r.l St::11t•;.ict-:s 1ns~ntP'1 J11 the 

Eib le COTIOf: f lliTI !". th1:: r 1-;:::.pl'lct ;ind ri.>ver~nc~ .0111: tu tnH ti~~d . i r rr:i 

spec t1 ,re of se>. CV. Lev . ~ J. ... "'"' : Pro . 1.vi :I : t>ro. iil, i"' 1 ~tc . 

fhe f ;il murl 00,..~ nr.>t f,l} t'i.-!lOW t11t-: SP-:')tl(llt.;Tlt "> f th*"' hbl'3 Wit,h re­

~~!'d HJ t n~ o l -i wn•a~ '~t~l~i!!l· 1'hii-; 1::. i;:"1nt111t rrom tht:J nvt'I p r o 

ve r'b1al 111::i ~Jm rr.cl')rri1>'1 in n.r;:ir'f\1 11 , f"ll JO J C~: 

: ~n"=i':l ll Q"\,) ~.n'::n. ?\1'-:10 



12. 

CRAPT&R It. ----

Ttmnlra "8N'I'JMF,NT TOWARD OHJLDRKN I1' THF. TAJ.JIJD -­

BIRTH OP '!'ff! PIKAl'~I <JfILD -- IXPOl'URI OP OHILDRSH -­

PROVIf'I01' lfOR CKTLDRn -- McLI OP nAUCIHTIR -­

IDUOATIOK OJI DAUGHT!i:R -- HOU~noRK -- llUl'IC 

AlCD t#.~IMG -- HI!TrHlR IDUOATtON -- JIARRIAG .. T.a 

DAU<IH'l''CR -- A\ll'! OP MAT~ lTt -- RDDINCJ OUT-IPIT •• 

DOWRY. 



T 

8 

¥::\ny ~ beautH11l sayrne: ttnd custom r eco rded in tn~ T=lltrud 

mari1fe~ t/'t h~ tendeT fi:tel1ng ror c t-1l1Jr"'11 wnirn se...,ms t o havP 

t-een::, perman1:1n1 chd.ra<'teristi,. of tnt- .JQw. f hus mt'!ny of tr "' 

f'ibl ic2 l V':srs-:s that r·..,f'-'r to flow-=: l' s and g.::>. ra~ns WP ft-; applied 
( 511-~ '!6 -fl..) 

by t hP f ::, lm1rlic s~n:P s t11 th~ rn 11 nri::n anci t hf.?1 r c:;c-noo 1.::. 'J'h e 

"" 

er:! on Jn:\"'l , ;\ , ,., t.r ... R~bt-h r ·~~aro .. n tnt:: ch!lrllP"'S rr::in ::i & dr-.::irJ, 
( ""·· f·j· · 5'a.~fr«._t/. 11f, fr ; 13...l.t ~ f' t./ 

Th i s fP~li'1g o f lov..- 1'1r + n~ r•·qldrnn ·vas manJfl-l~Tf1H "'ith 

s:nrrf'w r.nlor'" t h"' f::ir e (?f tnt: far.hPt 

S11r11 IV~s th1:t sr..nt lment of m3n:V Euro')Pan a"ln t\ sh\t.: ic peopl·~s 
(v. 9(,,.,_~ • .,, 1 {..,+!.,. ~ 1~~.A;f.._, tl,.3~) 

WiT)1 re~~f<l tO thi:: rirth nf ttl~ feru;ilP f'fll }d, 1'hic: If;>!:, r ery 
A 

n::itur,:,l. ff we t;;,V. ~ 11to co11s1d,,ncion 1hi-- g Pr1 i[a1 seat1m~·.t to-

warrls womf'n a '"ld th1:1 pns;itir)n ::tl lott ~d to her 1"1 tn~ fa 11 flv .mo 

<l ;::J rl was bo r n . n" ,,.,,, trok c ;i.re nf h11 r f nr t nre.- cia1-; : sha 

was 1a1ri on a few r~ ~s , nl'l>' l. to tM beo of the mnthAr, ?nd tho 



. 
f # ., • . . .. . ,.,._ 

LLLI I "i.'"'' -,7. 

p rtrl S"'il w1tn th~ l oud Joy a1 rn~ °t'l rt n n f ~l'oy, r.ro~1::r::t hnr i.n-

fe ri r>rity . lfi:n 1::..ir of T'~;~ on tht:i f1nor indic'l tP.d th• h~rs 

w~s ·P~ lnw~~ P1~c~ Jn n~r ~~thPr' q ~o~~ehctrl , and thAt •n~ 

/. •If· 
c•>11 l-i l.;l,.pect 11otn1'1~ i11 11i~ t w disrh\n . '' ( C: 11cd n hy RPmV,( ) 

~orn so\'\ . 

th~ J'a l m11<11c oeriod . Ace rdino tu th•.l ::;<\v1nl!:; of Gnmi;-; of thl-l 

re ~, ;.- i r ( l 5t' c t 1· .-,a l 

: r.,j,., 'JVJ n~t?1J i13~Jt\l ,...,J'., nv VJ 

Olt Th'! nth-ir h;}•1rl , w~ fl11C1 tnc1t R. 1.;n jsda (·'f'O c . E,. ci r ca 



w:is of tne ooit1 1on r Mt it w~s UH' re desi rabl"l for tne fir~:+ -

r orn t« te ~ ~orl than a !:in:v : for 1 f a rt~1J!"ht.er ·v;:..s "nP. first 

~orinv wo11l r::I rt.t rra1es . (t.~b"I Eath r;.a !':"la . 
- ~ --.: --- - -- ----- ""t)r 1 his reas o"l 

t ni.; f 1 rs t - ti· rn , i f a g i r 1 , 11-;i s ·,•;i> I c oJT•!-!rl N n h ~~ p~r.1 '.:' J :ov . 

; o "J:i2:> n ~· ln'"O i1 ~"n" n.:l 

Its r .r i l"1• ; i pl~ w-;1 s t 1'-~ ::i bso l \It t~ i't u 1 no l' i • y <J f "r; 111 · o 1 r1es r 11 ::i l i: 

.-.moil~ 101n Jl::. i:i t i c.!; a 11d 1ll r 1JpP.a T1$ . -<1 nr:t <:tmn11:.. tne l a t ti;, r w~ f ino 

""' 1 p~ (.•· 1->1 ~1<~ anl"l 'f<nn:(l,ris . X11•> · i 11 spllP of • 1Joj1r t>aunt11d r:i 11 1--

.? 



Jj? . 

'Ph,,. Jf1 1l -!:f1fe r was ~ r..;risnl!ld :>'1'1 c~l'~.., ' l) r il1 pari,.y -.vith ~he son . 

t o 110 sn . tn~ f'(llJ rt ,, l'"' 7''1 l r-rov io~·o fr r tn111n f)!Jt '}f tn1;-: r~ 

th~r's l"r'·~ .. -rt.v (lf.1..1tni'bntn ..-·c:: tJ 1. Wh P-n t"F~ cn1l c_l"·H1 h>d =-ltt.a li1 "' r:1 

c 111 l d l"~n wi::r.., orov1rirHi l'I fo r, as ::trov.-: , out ,.,f ~nt: orop..irt.y n f 

brit11 11Pr • 1'h~ n11 J l r1r1-1n of C'n·~ wno ·11:a::; on '1 10urn~v . "'r wn<' 

. 
iil 1. 1 (1 r 'Kr:- r 11t1hH 11 .. .:f , }. !1 1 ~ n1i 't e;JW•.•rt ny tnai. all tnese tl~1a-



dallghter~ . An "}thic.:al 1ori~1111 , contain1:1rt i':'l .1~r·;urC't1 1 .au r , r r;,-

m::i T ?' { P!'; 1 f lt-"1 ti T t 0~ p TOT)~ t' 

l ,, :J rmJ3~ r11 l',-mn 
Yf'"!J~ llt-\D l Jt.'VJ~ il, 

!.".!.~ s~u~ct::r~ j11 tllf.1 ri~n ~ way , ;;i d 
Pf ,.,..hntv 

t 1111e ' conce r n tn t!. 1tim Scnnn1r1-:i s;iys • 

" 
1in11 -nou sr;:1)T lnow t r:e:t p~;tr., f' is Jl1 t11v t..1:1nt . "' 

g~!.H:~b!-~!;;i • !.U~ ~C?!)~ IfH.?~i!!:Q DQ. 1JU~~1!.~D?~.:. nmn 11'->\IJ ~t:t 
3 

1l'~aJ~l .1'\l)'tJ Jl ll:i;n ,.Ill "')r tl'l~ill r~l~» ll"i);,Jil'\11 ' \':H1 ;pJ.3.1 tJ •J'.:l. 

:tJ'nJ'lttil ',) ritn' o·J~ill lJlt' J'HJ"lil "D't'>~ l)') I fl. i stl n~ K':ltn11l OT n x 1ii :?'.' 

as tJ> fl~lr ! if<:' , 1n::'ln'1~·~ . and rus;roms . 'mn'l1'7" tnP. Rowans i t 1s 

rt:• n ra ... u th::11 t11 P f.:1~h Pr ro,ild ~ ell net only n1s m1n1r chtl•ir1;;n . 



~ert y o r of maturity , tut remained ;:i life long sbve. Among 

somf'l of th1:. peuph.:> oJ Af r jca and Asia , the dau:!hter 1s sti 11 

f;otner. Sn<·· is solri l:v him 1nt1.1 marr 1;,i!.!e or sl('IVPry . 

No·v :iceoM1T\"" t 11 th'3 Btb l1 c('I\ and 'I'arnu111c,;l law . th1.:: 

H~b r~w f:a1 her , t hutJJ{h "Pfti'l in 1 v nP\' ~r tHlTID 1L t '-'ti to~ ~ey 

pose hl..,, rn Jldr~n. 'If';!,"! n'3"ertPblP1>S ;il iow•.-d to Sf'l t thP" i'lto 

1~t· 
~lav '::1l'.1 • v. E». ""1" . 11t thl!:> rti:i:ht ·.•1a" ri1 i:;tric- ~rl !.ln'i m1:iirr.i-

·~ ea in th..; 'falm'lr!. J'!rns thi:o father , if In ~rt1t'!t dis tre .s<: 3.nri 

yr-,al" (Ketiu~ot1 • • ·<: 1 ) . ~nd flrth,,.r , '1e m11s r f\l r eadv h?Vt: "'>Ott! 

ni"! no11<":e, l;ind, cr-dti:1s, -.i.na all hi~ 01re r oro!'.l 1:2rtv l!° 1d1u:-.11-

r•..: Gel VP.rl::, co01pnn sa t1on io r i:t1"" wnrk Sl".!H n,.id o;.,rfor .. 1:1d tr: h~r 

,. • n-.. ? r.111 it 1 "r t llf· n;i 1n Pron' 1 I ~ 1 i l •:. T1lu fun:!~ m,,1. ta 1 ~' n 11-

<' i pl 1 w"l:i t1i1:-· 1m'i1so11t'",1 an, 'lrsoJ•ll•i l'1'!h L of •Ip., f a rhr,-r or 

' 'ol'1~st m;il .• rl.SC'"'T1d;:\r1t 1' 01i:.:r hh ~11ft:; •.h11jrt:r1 , ::ind si<tVP.s . 

lnt:1 r::tt ·1 y t1· ... d11 ions cf 1.11'-" d~hr1:1 ws "t1nt~11 rna iv il11J~trt1.tion~ 



•:!a11!:'.hti::r, ~ nd soi:: wi , liit?;ly ~:..it.mn.~ Tl') n1::r Ca t he r' s 00111,,,nd . 

o:· tnb ~ehr .. ·v n~qH"• arit! ( i COU !$t.. a uny l "1 iavor 01 tl 1;; i/ 

l nu l d on 1' s •· • 1 111 :-. rta u~. :rt r ., ft · T n·.: r.t1 (J .... '· r .. 1, :-.. t , .. 1 .... i 1 Cit. n .. r 

iaest i11 1Chtth i\~;t.llt1 it r. ,. ~, ·~ ,,,~ T)/'I "11::ll':>~ )/i.'lJ-, '?JTll'il ''W 

: ,,~)!'Ill "~~ ~~, -o'\v\ \b,, 11~' ~\'"'r ~~ t1,\;:, ,~ ~,.'l11 "2 ~, '.l.llil 

W1-3 co111 • 11 w tJ th•. 11:at er of lie t;;d•·du 10" of thi.; naug n .. 1:1r 

ly .n • r l 11.a r J 1 y i 11 r.;, ~ nom•- , ' :i c1 or i" J .... 

S-t I \'-at II l l ~ n I . 1 Ill:. 



3/J· 

( & tl, f.,.t{ 5'/ t.) 
n c10 ... n1nt<. anrl ut '::-slls , io q_1· 1na corn JTI1.1 flo t. 1-;1.1 . • " r.r ... ;:i, 'II 

US tOaT tno;; Sl ll. 

r 
t n·~ a. r.m ,~ ... 1 

~01-~' ... , 

11 i>;:i, · i '1€' o.,· l n 11 • J"'w ts r 

tt; ,/ l sn 

(\aHm, t0n. 1 timl r ... 1 l .,., fl t<!f 1a ,d , rJ11ti (:ll l till: vi• :te11 Wt:!nt out 

afi.€r il•.r ·~• 1 1n rtmbr~1~ and ·•11in rj::qce<::. 11 (f~: . ,.,, ~,,, ; r, e ~1·· 



.J/. 

111 tn~ T\::llf'.. o[ l.rJl':i: 11 1'hc.1U snttlt re l11dt up . 0 J.)3 ,r· 'lf 1s rn -

~tl!. 
Ol ! J\ Ai' !>:1-111 1.11vll bJ ,, r,L rTt'::"I ~ .,V t;:ib11:t. , d1t:1 sn~l1 

stru .• 1:1 . 1 ,..., J'1.Y' ' r · fa 1 jow t11. t,11t.u. , et, 1 ~ l i ~·1r1'oll1uJo.,ll t y .. 
Unt1 -

St_jls i'l~J,n .. vJ·,, timlt~1~" . ( ;:>::,..,,.l n t> V111 ·~ 

l vr· 111,.., i:tJ,rj 

I l );s I t. 11 ·~ 



n. 

l I .!. : " . 

'.( ... , a" r:l R"' sh 1 t n i 11 ,, ::;t1 ni e. ) 

::i ~ w J n r .. ·.~ r11 i.• , 110:-. .... mic·• t 1 ()i1 

rJf w0 1 .• ~·1. 

tl1J'I'\ Of W'llt.d.'l 

\ • 1.J l I It 



don 

' I • 

58. 

'Jf lll t l> fa .. t , 1s ni~ l1'c1x.rn t,<it 1: 1 •• r , d~ n f .. ~ · t , r:. r 

• u 1?1~ I ri: .. t 11i 

i"y l Cdl t lI:-. , t'1 1 h· 

, ., ~t., tl "'Tll :::i"") 
n" ' " '":i. J'l/t. 

tff.lt l1ml 

• hJ5; "it:.:!"l f!I Uf 110T l 1 V •~ flirt 1;1J r -pl) Cl1,, l t · l,R '/•· .. ,a, •• 

7t'-
to .... , n \"' , r( r n· .. i. l r1 

w1•1 .n t1..,,y tr:: n ... 1ttpnra~·-u 

" 

( , 11T:l """"' • ) 

w 1 1 llO'J 

1<1 l!i,llll l1; f 111 14::, f I'" I 

.. 0 r•;o) J. , , w. 1 l - lt ow· , t n 

0" I i.. 



be taken i nt (., a cct.1un1 theit .h 1~ l llA w-.. ~ •-·~ rtainl v nCJ t r~ .. a" r~ d 

l 11 e o ~ r nap c; c u 1 l 11 r ~d • h 1 Pl~ t 1:: 1· s 11 r1:1w 1 ~n Ima ::inc1 lorr . IT 1 ~ 

a ::. J ><t1 rt'.1<1 wf 11r11, a \11.11 .. r . y . It 1:uui a t 11• .. l·~tv r1-: tr:: 1111 :J.>· LO 

t'"'- ' i tn::.~~r. d!':1!?: ~11 L~~t\ •s be~n .-1r1tt• .. m and s;i i 11 t o tn"? 

r.< nt r?. ry , r..ni;: "' 1."'n 1p •HP oi ' ..... _::i l 1<1 11<J j_ , ~e'11:1ral 1s th'1.t l "low -

• I ) } •1 l 1 i tf J l I n •. l' 11 t ri., p:.i r. ~ n f 1 1 • l I v' , 

·;; 1 r : G11 mrt , 



t le , l i "'ny , lr;rt rnJrlF;' or ~d .1cnt1on amon.::i; tn~ worr.1;;11. r, is pn~-

1 S i 1> CE:!'l l'~ 1 r, 0 \ • • ~!ltl Jt l~ r,.~1" :tllllV 'JUµ, 1:0I 1.1 t 11<'.l t 

fl 1 tri I •.}". ' -:r•. l "• '10 c'IO .t t , 1 OWo- v•~r . 1 .i t 
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Hi 1.11c 'L-.iw' • ..:.uc h si uoy was WH-:> ly wadt:l opt1011al fr ntH . wnil1:1 

n w~::; ot'-1.h,cHVt'Y io1· 111d.n . Alid t11J s J!jC,,hJon 111a y Ltj ~sr. .1. ilo;.a 

to the fci 1,,t tnat rne Talhudjr: doc t o rs reco,,, tu' ~d thv undour "'a 

inii:ir1 l'lty of worran in phys1oal strr~"'lqth a11d endu ra1ce . to"' 

c1ol<>f rs rtr1 d t rour lt!S n f niru wticJ devotee: h11r.::;1::ti to t1 I tf? of 

k Of ... " follow~ .· n\i-:1i II!!. i1'1 l1'~"' ilJ"", ~"'l'll~ St uoy a ff'! SDO P.TI ... ., ::. 
I 

thy brba tJ N ltl'l s~ lt : tnou 3ha lt dnnK wat"i r by 111easur"' <i .e • • 

spa ringlvi : th e.Lo ~nalt sle~t-' dpo11 thi; g r ouno i tnoJ i::hal•. lf..n.d 

a lif 1.1 of r rovrl a : ana thou shal t l al o r 111 t N, study o! th~ lc:t W. 11 

C \b C'th vi .!!: c f ::i l::i0 Sa11hbdri~ 100 ti : BP.taC' hou R"A b. 

To a s 11Pilar red.::; on .. f'l.y H8 oscr1re th(:: fr~ ... do1 .. of uom::tn 

from Many of the r411~i"us . Le • • ci;, N non 1ai duties( .n\llitl l , She 

w~s r· :~.itS~d from t u1,; pPrfor11.anci;; of su"'n po~1·JV1; ~umn.c:mal!lo::nts 

·• ~-'1~X '\'3'\ml i'lllll .n11~ni i t ddL::;h in 3 ... ii . It 1 s to be not o;,d tn<t t 

ing" , ' not 11b l1 -~at i;:d ·. c. perf l ru" . n,.. pll\lll;j_e was t1111s i1::ft to 

or no\. 
w man to cncvsl-!' f u r 11..,r., .. ;l1 h'f't-tht1r . 1,.v pe r fl• r rr tn,.. ,.1, 11;,I dllt.J~s . 



She was cPrtainl y at liberty to ~amply wit n the cerbmon1al law , 

if sn"' s0 desirnd. Tnu~ Erut in £6 a inio1·1ii=: us tnat rl.1ch~ l. tne 

il a11ghre r of ~aul, 1 l:\1d "ep111 l dn' , anu that ~e wife of the 

prop net Ion;;h used to ~o to ·'er us;i.lein at the time of the Fest-

(vals 1 SuKka? t- tells us that Cueen Pel \ ena l1vP.d rn a rooth , 1 . 

o ., urser.erJ th~ ::'east ritu.:illy , durrne, Sukkot.ti . 

wn11 wnHh 1.n1s Lnaot.& r W;tS t.o d~al , I now l't'turn to my tnE.o11;e . 

And f 1r::.1 , wna • W?i~ tnE:i US\l~ l ;;iga of hetro1.11al and marna J:e . 

'>tn1::r TldtUr!!.l c;:iuso;:l~, \ ro1J~111 lotn mal·~ anu fl;11.a1.., cnil1J1";T1 to 

t11(:1 statt. 01 pu1 o:;r y anu to fuli 11111 11.'lTty vP.r ; ':'tdl'lJ .1.n J1i"~ . 

eignteen yp_a r s (\hotn v 1 .. . 1nis t u::.toin .1a~ l'~$t1·1.t;i,.fjd :som1:1t1nai. 

WOlllCl - be 
hy t nt' autnoritatlVe mtix ims't11ca the.Lnd~1e:roo111 ~ho1 ld fir:::n 

m•.ans wht:t·ehy tn ::.ec-. r e ='l surs1::.tr.mce , •.H~ he iouk a wife, 



tnan tMt of the youth. ro r 1t wa& rec..e o; n1?;1::d to be ~v1;1n mo r1 d 1:: -

sirabltl for n.:r tn;;on un nHi1 to b1:1 u:c r n~d ea r ly 1!1 t1f e . 

aL ::,n eari1~r a~e tnd.n dirt tne yo.Jth. 'fni.Js witn regard tc 1rows . 

woma 1 ct l1,;;t t ... r UT1dE<,.standi :; th~n to 1 .• ~T'l 11 , <Nl ddR df, b ) 

\:~,,~tl "'1'1'" i1U!l('.1 ",'"' ;u'.:i il ~~-rn 1nJ) 

'Phi:! d:.\U!ht&:r wa~ \J::.t.all.Y 11 marri ed soon aftl3r ht.;r ~rri val 

;n ourrrty . <P~::>achi n 1 i8 ;i, , Tn., ag. of 1:1ubert" was 1' t~kE:'!'\ t o 

b .. tn~, ro111p1do.:rl ~w&tftl'l VP.ar . <P~sacnin <.J 3 . ' ~ m:arrie1.£;I-} con-

foru n"'r ..i r ri 1<d •t pllb1:1rty . ( a1tho1Ji?h st1,.. cnu1d ft;;fU~"' er cun-

f1rm d'l~ m::i r rp.._'"' ait wil1 . un~,r- o~i.· con in. of a9:•-.: .) 'lioc>J:.l, in 

..;1 ::i . >Tnis J.•;g;.J ly ::.:an't10111::d cu::..cim 1s ~x~'l C1rn1•<1 t · flt . 
" J.71 .. 

'""··'•!--, '. !."!.·,'oft' rr1=•.-=• ~nd 01· ... ,r, ... ~ fr 11 ,. v •- - - • " '" ,\ fl' n ,., j I. l'i::O • 

tr<i•~tin..., 11a rri:.l { ~ F• heh.alf of• 111inv r c!-tu~nt ~ r , 1•11it;n p r eva iJ.ed 

ln Orientat ant 1ci\1ny , 1t 11us1. te borno.: in 11unc1 in wna 1 :, p i t ittoie 



co1.:.11mm~rFd r1.:1QTP tnt..1 p;:i1t1-s n;:ia re;.icn·o tn,, 3g.-. of DlJ erty . 1' 

':1ns 1s d to ,o · ...... t•.> r r.1:. in -~a 10.::. to dan\.P. antJ •;pon a110 

i.aV.r; .. ,t:rrv· · (f"lst,n<1 i'aanJ10 1 If.· 1 OW dl , 4fl1Ttt. ;1' m Oilr Tu~ l · 

c1 is r•.tit~ rd 1 r1 .. , t. t' roper 

I 



m~n1.~ . , r~a n tn ..l'.1 a. } 

' ' 11ri 1 ~ l t · i • et , . 

1ow w_ u H~ ~. ----- t>"'lJ.'j\" lJ'>t\Z' u·l~ '"Y'm \">b u•~l.. i'llll,lt ~~1Jn ~:J 

:'"1~ IJJ1'1n' 1'~1' w-in1 DJ~J ll/,1' l;);! vlit> .,b~.l\lt~V' ~hhHJ~nin ;c ;;i . 

( ~ r 1 n !='r ·· ~t.1t1 .x . 

( •' 11lr1111::1 i'l'l 70 r . , 

: '~~,., n ·~rm 1"'''':) 
~,J'\\J,Ab Ml.f 'tl'i''lblU ')ID~ il~\""U C l\V~j\1111 -.llllJil 

'J1J"'~ Tr'W/t1 ;i "l.~itlll:> ,~ .nnm ilJ''<IU i'IWH\l/7.lil :,:> 

: ,,~~ ~~~t3 rl(l D"'lD~V.111 l,3 ~" .,-yu 

'·' ht. ~ tlJti l L l:l l1f t1.;:!l \. r1a l \.•l' lh•J l' Cun::i rv 1. uns ri~ r;;: 1. .011 to r {'I .. 
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c n \" n.Ie:ice 1 it ::a.~ t o r~ r > nuyJ on thu .tff ~t 1on i t:h on-

.. rd u t 1 !'lg p ::l : t 1 es • 

f'h:: t'::ilrm.d U•ll>1S l Clf.ilil. t o ?,11o the vC:t d~siri-l 1 -:ua 1 J:t.y 

llf tt!"' nus'aTld . ano b~rP.fOr P S"l av.s c! m:lrrttt~ e Wi ' -t"'l 1111 -

• .. rd ~· m ~ n "s . o l lo v .; • : ,..," ~lg!;, ;in'J.,, "" og.1;:, ,1.•it;, ~~1'1 o,~ tn~ 11·1t1~ ~, 

'o 1\t: •'01-1'- liao.i rne r h a rrtc •1• t"I -t ?i 
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Sp r 1:1"" '" ll sJ-- • ttihrn'' so frlf"'J''i'l ~ t n mo•-: rn s n ci~tv . 

11,;, ~~~ 1-;, illl ,t, b""'l.l1X n;l.' ~'i'1 ifT lflil i1Jfr ~'ii'..,~ .. itrn ;i•il bl\ 

',.,_ Tnt. •~tir IP"" i,..., l~"•3VJ ~~~ l\"' ;ur~ l..&A 1 "" 
"If n~ ,4 ~ ' ~o n ?l• 1(. :.1; ol.J, or 1 i IJt' .s 0 l ' di s -~ · ~un ' 
t 1.uv WO i Cl Sty h 1 m : '~; .1~ t n v tj you in r.or. .. on w j 1.1. l <; c l l 0 , 

n t 'II \., "1 :c; ) la ·;on.an~ ra l< P ~::. • r J' w !e OT, ,, ••" j I I t rro l'" su1 r~ .. 

t l ... i ii r . ~ •. . "' IHl '..'! n t : r i strL· in I y "l US ' • I II J'"=l. a -

rr.otn I 1 t 

n f t ;:~ r ""' r;i r- t l... n~ r • l C!1 . (1.: • ;...., : u' ri • - '.'I : •f"'l.:f fr(I h 1 ?I- . I 

1 + I • 1 u t n. l , 1 n o r(J •• r •:.> , 1 •• u~ e bl J --: :l m I 1: 1 ,1 .. • ,., 1i.e:n... n 1 l 

t II rl /ct t .-:fl 
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CHAP'? « !!! . . 
THI: 711'1. -- ! MARRIAClll, 

ftI>DING ClRIMOJfY. --- Jl~IVITUCI' A't MARRIAQI 

!Ht KRTHUBA OR MARRJAGl-DOOUMIHT. --- WATURS or MARRI.AGI 

Arm THR JIARRTA.JI COBTRAC'l'. --- THE TAT.Jrol>IC 'l'REATiflU 

ON JQRRTAGI. --- PROHIBIT~ MARRJA~~. - -- T~F. DUTI~ 

Mm Rlmn'" OF THE ~AND. --- Tift OO'l'l!f' Alto RrtHft'~ 

OF THB ·.nll'I. --- HONOR DUE TO THE ·wn•s. --- CONJUGAL 

PTD&LJTY. --- JIONOCMJll AND POLYG.Allr. ---

ITRICAL llillll.q CONCltRNJR~ Tl-tE WIFI AND JIARRI.AGI. 



Tee celobration of a "edding was always a joyous family•­

~ent amon~ the Hebrew pe~ple, and the Talmud ~ontains many a 

passage telling of the feasting and ll'!errymak1ng which marked 

such an occasion. Wednesday ~as usually selected as the day 

for the weddini• in order that there should he ample time for 

the prep~rat1on of the banquet. <Kethut-oth 2 a. \ The br ide, 

dress~d in beattifcl garments and with brirlal veil COVeTin~ her 

fac~, <Kethuboth I~ b ), and ~ccompan1ed by music and danc ing (Ke­

thuboth 1~ b: Ctttin 'Ai al, 'was led to the home of the trtde-

iroom. The duty of conducting tne ~ride was deemed an important 

and desirable one. Public o~inion compelled compliance with the 

request to perform this i'l~b. ''for thus did C-Od, when hft led 

Erie to Adam " , <Erubin 18 b. H~verywnere along the path of the pro-

oesston the bride ns ~reeted with expressions cif honor and con ­
'!G..~~~~ 

gratulation. <Kethuboth 17 a. >~ was g iven precedence by al 1. The 

Talmud relates that even King Agrippa showed it this hono~. ilhld. 

When th~ bride arrived at the home of her future husband, the 

actual marriage ceremony took place. This const•ted of three steps 

a .. ' . ""'o~ , The bridegroom handed the bride a co in <&t least a Peruta.J 

or a ring, · uttertn~ at the same t tme the formula, ~ "w"'l'O "ll ,,.., 

<Kiddushtn 5 b1 2 a. l To these words ns afterwards added the 

o laus~H ~*~~..,, \1\VD Ill:> (Tosef ot h to Kethuboth ~ a. > {The hw 



<Mishna Ktddushtn t I. J The third method of conoludtng mrrta&e, 

na mely oohab it~tion, was forbidden and dec lared tmmora.l and pun-

( ~~ I If,;.~ t~~ ;.J.~ tshable by Rab, in the third cent u r y C.E. ] "--.rl f .. f-1/, .. ct-~f-.U.,) 
1 

The brpeg room aho gave his bride the marriag e-document i n:i.110>. 

which c~nstttuted an essent ial and integral element tn every .val-

id ma rri~ tze ceremony. l sha 11 des e r ib e the Kethuba below. 

b ) 'The mar r iage benedic t t on ( )'tl lill'J ll-=>"1'1, KethiJt-ot h_ e a ' 

was next r~cited in t he pres ence of a rJO (V . infra ), and 

th~n the b l~ssiJi~ was pronounced Up".'n the b rida l couple( n'Jl'll'\n;,-,~ 

also cal led "'-:>"l:> ~JIV • Ket h·ubot h e a ) . 

c J Finally the bride was l ed bj the g room to the b ridal-

chamber n~'"' ) . . This completed the niatr1age c eremony. 

The Yethuba was a do~ument dating from anc ient times, written 

in Aramai c , en'umert\Ung the oblf'igat i ons of the husband towards 

the wife . Ey i t she was entitled to receive a certain amount of 

money from h is estate in case or d1vorce or of h'9 deat'h. The mt-

• 
nimum of th ts sum was f txed :tt tiio hundred :tua < '"' , a s 11 ver 

co in of unc ert~1n valus > for a vt~in, ·and one hundred for a wt-

dow or dfV9rl-ced woman.This amount could be increased, howeve1 , 

at the option of the husband. As security for the amount fixed as 

the f wtfe's po rtion by the Kethuba, all the p roperty of the hus-

band, bot h persona l a nd r eal, was mortgaged. 



The Kethuba was c erta inly a 'most impci rt ant and momentous 

document as Iring as the ancient law was In force~ by which a 

husba~nd co\1ld divorce hi.s wiff~ even a.gai.nst her will •. Its pro-

visions often prov·ed an t~ffective means of prO'ten,foting her a ... 

gainst hasty and imp01sive action on the part of an irritable 

spous·e. Very ~d'!.fliftcant is th.a enumeration 6.f the' obligations 

of the husband towards the wife, with whi.ch the Kethuba begins. 

YYBe thou my wife in a.coordance wl.th the laws of Moses and Isra-

el, 'and I will work for. the.eg and[ f .wi 11 hold thee in honor, 

and will support thee~ and pr6vide f~r· fhje, in acc6rdance with 
. . . 

the custom of ..Jewish husbands~ who work for, ·honor, and support. 

their wives, and pro"Vide for them ln truth~" Uv:~lti.ner, -Jew ... 

J·rrt· 
ish Law .of Marriage and Divorce,\; v·. also Kethuboth 46 b, ·52 b, 

63 a.) 

0 
Among many n.aU,..ns and.peoples of antiqui.ty" 'the wedding ce-

remony was not con~~;tdered (Jompl et e unless some symbci Ii ca 1 a ct 

had been perfc)rrned, 'by which the wi.fe showed her complete sub ... 

m.i.ssion to the husband's a'uthority •. It is to be noh,~d that among; 

the Hebrews such a symbolical act ·fas at !10 time customary; i.n 

neither Bible nor Talmud is it ever even mentioned. 

After the prayers and bunediotions ha.ct been d L pronounce, ti.1e· 

newly married couple received the felicHations of the . relatives· 

\ 
_/ 



~nd 0ther c.:uests <Kethl' to t h 8 a , and thP.n !\l l part0('1k of the 

wedd1nr: banGuet, 'Nhic k n.s very elab::>r'lte amon9 th ~ w~lthv . 

At this feas t at leas t tPn e;uest s , constit11tin~ ;\ l'JD, ha.rl to 

he pr~sP.nt. CKethuboth 7 t. i Jt wac; tha du t .v nf thP guec:;ts to 

n 
r-hePr ~,d ' ' re 1o 1ce the hearts of'' tne br1ii~ a'd ~ ronm with ie<:ts 

and witt1c:isms/(Ferachoth "~ · ; ,·and t('I ::i-i('f t~ t hl! MP!'.)iness 

and festivenPSS Of the Occasion by rl;:in ~ in~ a.nd <:oort. ( J<ethubot h 

17 a. ) 'Th l'll Talmuci repor ts that t.hP l e~ rned ;;\,fld p 1o1Jc:: rabh is 

'" fre1uently n<:igd t0 bke a.n ;\f'tivA _o:trt ~ thP wedo int:: festh1tif!s. 

Thus Rarl:-1 ·Jf!h\lda r.a r Ilai (!} 1!30 C.E., ci r ca > used to canoe 

~efo r~ th~ hride with a myrt le-~ranch in eac h hand: anothPr ra~-
~1& ""'-'..:./.~ .f Ml. 

bi .~up-o- }Pci with three my r tlt! -l rancn~s:, Hi1 lel ~a irl to havP 

sometimes flaHer~d thE> brtrl"I , dec:omtn :?: this jus tifiatle on such 

an occas ion , R. Ach~ •?00 C.E .• ci r ca 1 used to tak~ the ~ride 

upon his arms and n~nc~ arout wtth h e• . lKethut-oth l7 a. 1 

The wedding fes tivities C J~+omartly i~~ted seven rlav~ when 

tnP t-rine was a irJr€; 1n< t.e.~ Whl"n this was har first mi"rrJag;e> , 

and ihrea rl,.ys wht>n shA ~d rePn rnar,..i~d rcfore Le • • i ' ~he 

was a wtdow or dtvorc ~d wnmaa >. n:~thut--oth 7 a . ''lhP. fest1v1ti~s 

wi:trA sometimes held =tt th .. home of the brideo's parents , b•1t u -

s ually 1n the how::P of th rrtde~room. <Baba batra P t a . l 'lhither 

H was t h;:i t the re lat 1,,, es an d f riends of the bridal coup 11:1 



t-rou~ht theit' various e:ifts. <Bab'l batra 144 b. ) 
' -

A very curious and interestin~ custom is recorded in E~ro~ 

choth 8 a <v. also ··Tebamoth i=-~ b ) . 

l'J'!:)i f(~~l ~~'~ 1« ~~a '.)il ii') "~!'.>(\' lt"l'lf 'l!J'« .l'OJ ·~""2~.Y,.,~ 

..... , ""' il' il"Y.l ,1i;~ "'.\~ "' 11\J )l!t,_, it VJ It IC~Pl ,_ ' 1A' i1"1~ il M, JW~Y.1 'n 'J~ r'(~'ltl' l'1'~1 """ •• ' ' \ 

" In the wost (1.e. , in Palestine ), when a man took a wife. they 

used to question him(presumablv art~r a few d;iys or weeks of 

con .jugal 11fa :'Is it ~11>i:1 or -.·:.11J with vou'i>' If !jb, a~ it is 

written <Prov . xvitt ~2), 'Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a e:ood 

thin~ , and obtfltnPt h favor frn m th~ Lord '' .~~n1, as it Jc; writ­
~ 

ten <Eccl. vii~ ) , · And r f ind a t htrig mot'e t-~Hter th:in death. 

ev~u the woman whose hear t is a snare • etc.''' 

Hebrew custom and l~w conferred especial pr1v1 leges ana ~~-

emptions upon the newly marri~d husrand during the entire fir~t 

year of his marr1age. Thus ac 0ord in~ to re th the Et ble (0eut . 

¥xiv P../ >. and th~ 'T'almud (Sot.fl. 4~ a ) , "the youn~ hushrnd sh<-lll 

no t go to w::\r, nor 1:-tt cnargeo wtfh any (put 11c ) busin Pss: he 

shall be free ~t home nne year , anrl shall cheer the wif~ wnom 

he has ta ken. 11 

It t s noteworthv that neither priest nor Lev tte are ever 

men t ioned in the Talmud as havin~ taken pa rt in the wedd1"g cere-

mony fn their ~v·o rftc tal capacities. The father or the bride 



I f. 

usually p t l:mounc tto tne be:i"nic f tio"ls of t he uarr1a _". Otht!~"A"15e 
~ ~ ~«~~<~ ·( I'._,.,. ,..1-~.··· .. 

the l"n~ 1 re cer,,.mony was co~dt:ct (lld ty the bride~ room aT\rl t ride~ • 

.. 
Tr.e ra ~~1 . i. e . t~ ~ l~~ned ~an, was ~ever c~ lled !r. "'~ C~pt to 

ad l us t so me diff1cult vjtr ti" ciecide some po 1~ t of th ,,. trar r ia'!e 

1 aw . 

Reg;:\rding the ethical sifrTltfica:lce of ma rr ia~~. J can co 

no better ·than to quote the wo rds ~r ~y +eacHer , Dr. · • 1,,.lztner. 
"' t?, 

In his wo r k,' The ·· Jew is h La·11· of ~~rrhE:~ and T) f\lorC' e~ h.., ~aysi 

"i arr 1a £:e ts h~ ll'ost 11toC1 rta nt and sa c rPd of a 11 dC'lfli P.!d 1 c r~-

la t ions. It is t h,,. ori g in of all other relatio~s o f life . ~nd 

forms the foundation of human society. Besides, f t is a rq l atton 

in which man 's happ iness for l if~ i s ~~ t eria lly involved.. and 

which se rves to p r ot ec t a:ld p r omot e mo ra 1 pu rity. " 

From Genesis 1 ~8 and if 18 - ?4 were derived the fol lo win~ 

lofty p rinc iples whi c h 1'ere f undamenbl t,, marria'!e a mon~ the 

Hebrews. 

1 > ".\.a rriage is a di" ine inst it ut ion f rir m~n ' s happ tneiss anci 

wel fare. 

2 . " Wo m3n i s a part o f man 's own be tnf: : henc;,ot , as accordin~ 

to thP d~ra~ing v iews of al~ost a ll nati~ns, hi s i nferior ano 

s lav e . but eiu;J l tn hi m i n dii:nity . a.nd destined t C' ~ea helri 

at his s i d e ( 11 p~ "'T'Y J . 



' 
~ > "Th rough mtJt nal sinc ere affect ton. 'whf c loi i~ rnore · tntense t han 

~1 
;:;hich natura llv exists between child ren and their parent s , hus-
" 
b3nd and -irife shall b ecome one flesh, 1.e., thiJy shall coalesce 

in one t e1ng , one p~on. 

•!l 
11~iarriage was or da ined and b less ed by C:od , ne t only for •,-!-

the purpose of securing the material and mo ra l we lfare of the 

ind i v idual, but also t o preserve and continue the human ra c e." 

(I am indebt ed for m1lch of t he substanc e of the followt~ 

to Dr. Mielziner' s t r .. tise on"The .rewish law of 1'.arrh~t! ~nd 

Di vorct! i n An cient and Modern Times '' , and to f'r. z. f'rankel ' s 

"C.rundlinien des Mosaisch- Talmudischen Ehe r echt s ". ) 

The Talmudic vi ew as to the na tu r e o f ma rr iae e is very 

elevated =tnd at the same time most rationa l. Ma rr iage was of 

cou rse regarded <t s a contract , reo.utring the cons ent of both 

partte1 , ai.nd the performanc e of c ertain f ormalities for it s 

valid cons ummatJon, .Just 11s 'lf~s thf' ca$e with other cont racts . 

"fut , inasmuch as the marria c.;e conc ~rns a relati on "Hhtch is 

based on nioralitv and implies the mnst c::a c red ch1tiM, it 1 .. rro re 

th ;:iin a c i v il cnntrart , In s uch a contrac-t , the mutut\l duties 

~ 
a nd ri ghts ema..,.te from t~e opt ional ~~r~ement of ~he contrac t -

t ng part 1~~, wh1l '!!' tho5o who ent .. r upon th e sta te of narrted 

life must submit to the reciprocal dut ies which have 5een imposed 



... 

1/. 
I 

by reli i; tnn ~ nd mn~l f t v. 11 Ct ielz tne r , p.?5 . •Thus break ing the 

ma rria e:~ -covenan t hy Hh 11t ery w;:>s conside red not merPlV unfait h -

fdness to thP o+hpr p;:t rtv in +hp ma rr ia'?, f'll , but an in fraction 

of :\ 'i1v1nP law , ;J crime \"1'>~ 1tt~rl not onlv ~ ~;:ifns t nn° 1ndiviri-

1,ial , t>ut ag~inst ~ocf.;;ty -.t larg~. rt attacked the verv founda -

ti ons o f ma r riCl!"e, l\nd m::tdP theC"<"ntinnatinn of the r elation 111'1 -

Bsc: 
possirl e hetween the adliJt Pre r or arl 11 lterrftJ. ~nd the tn·ured 

party . 'T'hu~ . e. g • • thA hu~ha.nd w::u:: c:-oml'PllE>r:i hy ro11:r• tn ~ivorc e 

his ;\Olllh•rO\ts wife. Ur.:tt~ "rtr'.J 

The tPrms by whi ch the lalmu11c law d~nnte$ thP ma r rtac~ -

contraC"t f11rther 1ncii cat~s It:: h1crh11r nature . Tt ras i"nown as 

r''''f fro m ,,-Tf {f f -:tl \ , .,,.h i on me::tTIS to C'OnS PCratP , tO gpt ~part 

~s noly and 1nv1ola~le. TnP rabb i s d Pfined t~ P t erm ~s fnllows t 

"i he act of con tracting m::\rr ia'te is tf.lrrnt-!rl )""1f , stncP rv th i s 

a ot the wtf~ is set apaTt for heT nus~and , and r PndPred tnvt ol ~ 

a t.le a nd ina ppro;1C'harle i n respec t to i\ny <'the m"tn." Ci·.ielzine r 

to 17 1ddush1 n ? b . > The ac t of r.ontr:.\ ~ ting mar riage j s further 

desty ateci i!l thP 'T'al1T111ci :\s yon~, from t\-iP Htl ical root w11'<, 

whirh me:.\n~ ~o t'etrnt h . to espo·1~e . to binr! 1n m:\.rrii\~e. ( .leba-

moti: .j:3 a; M1shna ~·•tnuboth 1 2. > 
A furt her dAsignati on is ~R'u"'• 

fro m tl'lll.) • to take . to 1 Ht up . t,, r. a rry o f!. ( ebamoth --~ a ' ~ 
b : . ishna Ket huboth iv l , > The Ta 1 mud t c law termc: the ~tat~ o f 

matrimony or the 1 E."ga I r elatinn of marr tai; e ~s 1'°1'' li ' from vi 'N , 
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' 

m;.n . h11srand .( .. ehamoth 76 a.: ~bocta Zara~,; b. ) 

There ~re f1 vP treatts ~s 1n th~ TAimud aevotPd ~l mo~t eYclu­

sivelv to t he ] ;:ns ~n rl c11s tnms of m::t. rrt ;i~P. ~ nd divoroP . and to 

k1ndrl'lct ~uP"'t ions arts fiH; 011t of the ~ent r~ l topics undnr d fs ­

ct1ss!cn. l s;:ty ' -.lmo"'t e.<cl11~ 1 v~lv ' aa,dc:;ecilv , f o r l n ac-cl)rd ;\11 c e 

with th~ looc:;p ~"'d '1t~"llrq t vP T'3.l i •md fc m.,thnd , n1an v dic:f'11r;s tnn~ 

C'ln suti,~c ts PntirP''!f e>: t .,.~n i:-0·1~ ::\nd 1mron11P.r. t?.ci ·,l{tth the r; ~ t ral 

themes o f th ,(:I tre:iti~P.s , ~r?. Pm"'wifi:\rl into th P t e;. t o f .. hp 'J!( 

(.e ... ara. Ar.d l i kew1c:;e . t hP- hYs 1nrl custom~ tr~at"!d r'lf tn thes ,. 

1aSPrh1oth are also nc<"~s ion.:t l l y rlt~c11~c;ed j:)lsewhere 1n the :'a l ­

mud . 

T'hp h·Ns of mar,..iag e ~n · tvo rce i.n th'?. T2lll"ud ;:il'..- f r:>l4"'d in 

thB ~ llo"Nin'!. fi v P t r»atise~ (cit Pd tn the ort]r.ar i n ifrt:. rh t ch 

thev ~ ccuT f n thP Talmu'i br l 1 > • 

/Hr.J:J.l, ~ist. Prs -i n -La·N : t re;t t5i of t:he LPv trat a r11arrf;:i~P{ba~ P.d 

on neut . .< JCv c._ 10 anrl o f PrC'hJritPd Sarr1agPs. 

2 > Jl1:n.n::>, 1"1::trrfaue Def'di::' t reats of Dowrv '.'.lnrf ~~rria'!P -=:et +l P. ­

men ts . 

~ ' ,~~n?, Eetroth:\l s . 

4 ) rl?'A' Di vorc Ps (based on neu t. l'Y.iv 1-5 ) ,, 

5 i1\9lb, Th~ F':iithless ifom~n : tr1'ats of thP, Woman . Suspected or 

Adu ltery <Eased on ~um. v 1 ?-~ 1 , 

Accord in~ t o The 'h l mudi c l::nv . there wer?. ce:rt::air. marriae;es 

I 



W~fr:h WPT~ proi'\ir itPd • a~ J b PCatJ'• e O( re l::\tlOTlsh fp , ./-.!. ,. .,::on-
~ "'i~:Af 

t th C"'ntra.~t!na parties: tJ becau'4e o f C'>'!"l -san~u inity,b~ we~n e ~· - ,_ 

"'nd ch~ st jty ' i ,e , • for the !;ake Of PUl°'ltc si dPr:il i ons o f d~<'encv ,~ 

mnr::\li tv : c. for r eligit:'tts rP.~c;n ns. 

1 
a ' The Ta lmurl1<' la·vs concerning the pr oh tbit;.N• "' f m~rna~ e 

on account of the c011sa n~ui nit v o f the c-ont racting P:\rties tirP 

t-a sed 'Jpon the Fft11c.al dPc-reP.s , Levitif' •ts xvi ii~,,~ >-Y 'l - ? l. 

Such conne1;ttonc; 7l'ert1 re~arded ;.,s fnc~f':tuouc; ( .,.., • ., ':.! J . Th"' T~l -

mud cons~ers th "'~ ~ n ~~~i~i+tnn~ to h~v ,,. the s~~P fnu,,~~•1cn i n 

c.ommn1 ~•nse a n1 moraltt1 ~s those c-nn~ernfng murdPr ~n th ef• , 

1\'oma r;1 t . .IT"io list ''f ~Hl i ca l prnhtl-iit t cms i s further e Y. tPnd ed 

by f.V; ~ddJtf ~nal deg rees of relatt0nshfp i n th~ ac;c~niJn~ and ~ e­
r 

scending lines , of r.ollat~al consan.!Uinitv , =i'lrl nf re latfonsh ip A 

by ma rr ia':e. 

bl Tn adrlitfon t o +he a bov e ment 1oned p rohibitionc; , Yie f el l -

mudic law con•atns s evera l res t ri ~1 ions wh• ~h arP evirlently 

l"-aser:t upnn consiciPrattons of ohas +itv and fiecency . 'f'h ~s " ~n w::.s 

not p ermitted t" r emarrv h i s former wHe whoa. he ha~ divorced on 

tf'le e.-.press E round of her bad reputation o r o., acc-oun•or b:otrren-

ness . (lw1ishna Cittfn iv 7/ ,e. > H~ r:ho had comm itteri :idllltf!rv wPh 

another m~n's wife. or "tt'=:ts even susner.ted oC h~vin~ cinnA ::;o , ~s 

not permitted to marrv her in c~se sh e was divo r c "'d or left a 
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widow . <.;oh. ?::. a. >He who ~ss iste; ;:tt ~ dJVl"I TCe , ai; 'lfltne!'s ort 

a~ent 1.e., as a gent of the husb~nci ~ro ~ent the dtvorc~l , was 

not P""l'l'llitted to marry ::h1:Jivor(' f)d wom=ln , if ther'"' .,.,~s iustH1 -

atle S JSp 1c 1on that }.1~ ~o -opera t ion wa c; proml"l tt"d by the tnten -

tlon ...,f rrarry1n".'; h~r . Like·v1s e. thP witness to the ri~t b of an 

a~ s,,.nt ~11sbrnri r,oulri rot ma r ry the ".Yidr•"·'' c r tha t h12sband, ( .Jeta-

mo+ h .<F< a • ' 

1•.arr1a f;!: e b~twee, a l t t>ll <i. e . , o;te r orn of t nl'."est o r ;:id ult er 

y ' and;,, T~ r'.1 1P1sh ·.\' il'an . o r between a f emale 

Tfei~ rew , w::is proh1t1tnd. ( ~b ::i rr,oth 4~ "· 1 }oundltngs and p~rs".>n s 

htt-ited in t he Talmud . ( Aroda Zara ~1 t. 1This prohfrit~on is !ound 

ed on T"eut. v11 3, 4 , •v here inter 111arr1ae;e with CPTt"tin c~na aniti~ 

peoples. seven 1n number . i~ inb"rdic ted and fort--idrl~n. The rea -

son for Sllch in 'unctio ... , is rel1~ ious ! "fo r 1t w111 turn thy snn 

from folk .. ~in z me . tl'I ser" e ot~er £: nds. ' ' TherP "Na~ n" spec ia l p r 

vision in the T~l mudt c l~w con~erni ng intesmarri~gP with Christ ­

"r\ot 
ia ns . Alt h01.1?:h t~eSP 'A'iuel\regard ... d u ·~e thp heat hens tn other m<tt 

ters , <v . 'f Chu l11n 13 b i , tr1ey "N&re undcu°r' t111rllv i ncluded t n the 



<"eneral "'rohitition of 1rtPrn::Jrr1-.~~ with non-Israelites. ;• l-

d A :~idow ;vi)o.sP hustand 1-.ad died childless 'Kas Corb i dden to 

marr.; lnvon"' eY-c ... ot a s1nvivtn~ rrother of her dP.reased soou~e . 

unless thf'> 1 ~tter dech red h i msel r ··nwillin~ to n.a rrv h•n ~nd .5 t; 

ul1tted to th e prescr i b'.!d fo rrrmltty :'3rmerl il!P~n <from (m, to 

dr;.lw o r p;ill r:ifr the S';\nd;:i l "T sho p • 'fl:is oer.,.- onv co'1s i stP,d in 

her dra·nin g: of f the ~hn .. C'lf t~f" tn"\ l r t'.!ther- in-la'I· . in soittina 

-,,·111 not tu1Jd ·phis l rotr e r's House " . ( \r . Deut. ./Ji.V ..:_ l~ . ) 

WhPn this h~d t· e"'T' done, the ·;;teo ... ~ l'.as at libert j tn rna rrv 

whorn she pleased 'l'np law C1"n<- err ing the Leva·ate rarrho e , t. Prm-

ed on.'"~frorn n1~, trother-in- law , ;rnd the ad of ii~'~" are 

minut pJ y detailed in tno tractatP -Tebamoth . The 'i'almnd i c a ut h".>r 

1t ies d1f f 0 red as t" whPt her or1" or il~''L," is to l'e P"~ferred , 

i. e ., .vhether tt is mo r~ dPsiral"lP for ti'e survtv tng brot her to 

marrv the c hi lrlles~ 'A'idow , ()r for him t o under~o the ~PrP.monial 

C\rrll'l':l'i of n•·1>n. Fo r t t ·nc: thou~M t hat t he Lev t rate 17'arri:ti::e . 

ly to actual inc-ei:;t. C .'ebamoth 30 b. ) 

husl'::\ni a110 wtfP. , impo~'='d upon them by the marriage relation. 

:\re prei:; c riberl and mi11Jtely elarorater.l 1n Kethut•oth , chapt ers iv 



to xili. At the moment the marriage was concluded, the husband 

took upon hinl'self a number of speotfied duttes towards his wife.·· 

He was legally obligated to furnish her with the necessities of 

l:J.:fell'' t.e. ">with food 9 shE<,lb2ir and clothin.g(Kethuboth 46 b); 

to cohabit wHh her Oblbd. ); to provid'E"~ her with suitable med ... 

icine alfid nur~i.ng in case of illness (Kethuboth 51 a,); to ran ... 

sorn h:1:n J.n case she was t;;:.i.ken c<J,ptive Cibtd. ); and to p:rovi.de 

for her burj,al i.n case of her death (K1;)thul~oth 46 b. ). 

The quantitfy and r1rn:tlity of the food.9 shelter, and clothing 

with which t.h13 husl:and was obUgated to furnish his wi.fe dep·enct .... 

ed upon his wi~alth and upon the local customs. If he was poor, 

'~,/ 
she was obliged to oont~nt herself with his modest mode of life. 

But if he was weaJ:thy, ·he was bound to matnta.tn her in acc:ord-

a:n.ce wlth his fortune!) and w'l.th out rc1i:?;ard to h~r in.ferinr sta .. 

tton. i.n U.fe prflvious to her marri.age~ The Talmudic maxim~ 

')'.))! ~-r""1 1 \\J'\' ,~)I l\jl~ holds good hero. l Cl; Kethu.,. 
11..~.(YGq t. 

both 48 a
1
J\) 'I'hls means tha,.t she waB {:ln.ti't led to all tlrn privi-

leges and advantages arising from her husband's wealth and social 

standing" without losi.ng those of whJ.ch she was posr.H~ssed j_n,her 

I.f the husband refused to support h:ls wife., the crnurt could 

compel/ h:im to do so. (Ketlrnbnth '77 a.,) According to sonH~ author-
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it ies , he ha d *}V e n t,, hire nimselI 0 1it a~ a da ,·-la t-o rer. in order 

to ~uppri rt his ·.v1!'1'!, if '1 i:o w~s without othe r means of sut-s t st ence. 

(v. 'J'os~roth to 1'ethuboth f'.''% a. l If thA husraT'ld haii eonP on a 

to1u 11ey v:it hout maV.ing due I'.' r ov i~ 101 for the sust Pnanoe of his 

·i;if e, "T H th.;- hu ... t-anri had l ec"me insa'1e , t 'rie court pr ovided 

for t.hP suooort of tho "Nife od of tnP p rooP.rtv of the husl::and • 
• 

C·ethuhoth 107 a , ..ea. ) 'Ih'° hustand Wt\S tound to rep:\v what t h P 

wife harl horrowed for hPT sursist ence rturin~ his at>~e.,,,e. (.Jeba-

mot h "7S a. I Fu t if someone h~d Clf ht~ own ftPP wil 1 fu'fT'lic:h"'".1 

th'3 wife, in tne .. t-s f" nc~ of her hust->and, wit h~ necessarie~ o f 

life, he has "lair! h i s rr.oney on th~ ho rn of a -jeer" (~ \11 1J\1i1 -o t'l't\l 

'1~~ l~r ), i.e. , he has l ost his money : he coull not hy law 

r egain what he had th11s f urni~hed her . \ ~ethuboth 107 b . > 

As is nat u ra. l , the hust-anci wa~ not answer;\hle f o r debts con tra~ t -

ea ty l" i s ·1·1fe ref ore her marria i; e, or without his a ut hority af -

ter tne same . 

and et hically. rr =l hi.:sba• d refus ed to cchllt it with ris wife be-

caus e of hatred, he was f ined , and contin,1 ed refusal was deemed t 

a su fficient ca u~e fo r di vorce . c1-·etl1Jtoth ~3 . ~u.) l'he duty of 

cohariting was ad iust ed to the health and dai lv occupation nf 

the hus ra1td. L\1:nnutoth ~ 1 b . ) 



The dutyr of ransomine: th9 ·ntfe, ·¥h1ch ;vas ~xp ressly roenti on -

ed in the Kethuba , is t~ bP e;.cn l<!in""d ry th~ fact that the in-

c-urstonc: aT\d r::tt dc:. of - he w1ld maraud1ne s~~fo·11ns WPre ~11i~ e 

case th!'! -v1f~ was tak~n C'apttve bv them , the hust"-;tr1<i ·11;t~ otllged 

to p1unhase "tAr f reP':io ir Aven \l:itr his wnole prop 0r~y. H no other 

111 ea n s o r sec u 1 i ne: her r el P.a s e were a de ~ua t e or f ea s 1 b l e . ( e -

thu~oth 52 b : R. Ashpr lo 1b1rl.} H~ was c~rtainly bound to pur-
r 

cha~e her • el easi= , PVP., if th9 rans om f:.l r eJC<..&~di:ui ~hf1 -t mot11"\t 

cf her clowr1 . Leth1ao th i::.~ b . >This statutP held only wttn t' e-

ga r d to her first c...tpture , not f"r su~ceeding on•as. C! t ld . I f 

both h·:s t-and and .. ·ife 'iapµen~d to ~e taken captive ;Jt 4 he s:tme 

time , the court wa!': rour1d lC'.1 rans"m tn~ w1 1 0:: f i 1·s·1..(Ho rioth 1.:-:a . l 

I h i:he Kett'l'Jm the nusbanri ohlit?;ated rirrsPlr to p r ovidP for 

his wif' e ' s bur ta l ir. t he even~ of her dear h. ff h is w~ lth anrl 

soci~l qtatton wera atovP those of hi s wf f 9 p r evious to her mar-

ria ge , he was obli~ed to ra~~ l~te thP. funor3l solemnities and 

ceremonjP.q ;:.ccor l l•i! to 111::; ·11Aalth and sh11ding in societ y Cetr:-

co rdin ,;: to the ma.<im above cit ed ~ 

{l\etf\ul:'oth ~8 a .) In the ;trsence of tie hus}:\and , the co ' r t t-ur -

ied the wife at his f!X!JEmse. (!r· f dP• . 1 

Tn.e r1P.:hts of the husb::tr,d, accoriin~ to the Tal • t:dJc law , · 



11 

whet h~r by her lJ bo' or t \. ct-:i ..,re. l ethuboth 46 b . ) r u r+n e ... , he 

Sne "'as otltged • o res i".ie 1'1 the home of her "'';Fband . l:-P+h '..lt'>th 

110 t-. if ... e r e rrl') ved t o another region. s h~a d to-.ccorip:rnv 1'-im, 

!<en. \lb1rl. Sr.P co11)d 'lot t e corrpellPd to remove wi ?!'- h i ... to 

a:'lo:her ·C'wn whi~h i\'as 1. f 0 r io r in S'!n itatfon o r in r or:-fort , 

•o her p rf-sen+ '"'l ::. c..- of r~st dan,.e . (ibid . )' ) Put H hP found f r 

t mpossi l:'l ,.. t" ~in ~ l fv~l 1 1iood in h is f orrrer o laCt1 n f r es11tnce , 

s h e w" s ln d1Jtv rou·.d t o follo·~ h t rr to , nC"ther r ioi;don . Pt- id . 

~a ge . i~ th~ do me~ tic ncrup" tlons or the home. She ~a~ to coo~ . 

e rally to n 1rse her c!11l dren hersPlf. (lt id. Ev•n if s h~ had 

t- rou~nt r er rrai-:i s an1 s erv~nts with h er f rom her pare n:a l hor.e. 

,· 
0?' if t he W~lth o: her husb tnd per•;i itted r er to have,suff1c ient 



tn~- JPS S '\flt per;:ittteO ~(\ li\'~ icile :ii ncl U r1-t&l!JlOy PO , fo r ''i~l~ ­

OPSS 1P~'1<: ti) le1.-d'1c:ss' .•,';''lt'l' l' ,,,l,i1K'::l.Yl j1 l, l7 .) iJ . ·e. • huboth :;pt. . 

l':lc!er all ci rcur.:s :ln es ~h"' was otlte;P.d t.c p1,;;rfor1~ .C • rta1-. ::>•H-

;:i l'l 1 goon·i: 111 • o·i:a r o::- h ir. • l ~et hut-o t r. ~ 1 a. 

fh f' rlt;hts nf h~ '\'lfe> (\f'' thP. ru1-.rnra1 of ~.,p du ies (\f 

thP hu$b~nrf . t~e lts• cf which ~as elven above . She ~a~Pn itl e~ 

tn ~re :iecess~ riec; of lHe , i.(" . • to a ae1ua1 e food , clothin::: , ' 

<ibid . l1 to s u HarlP nurs1n~ and ...,.,e•:lir:\l c1ri:> . in r ;:\ s e of 111 -

ness Uiet hucot ~ f.l cd ; o f;lns01. fT'I C:\ S"' of tain:: '.'\~:t---, C;\Ot ive 

( ib id. ; t o r1Jl'ted ·111th p r o:il'lr honor ::tnd l"et emony . :n case o f 

is the one :\ bov~ ~mu"\Cic.t.li:d , nalii~ly that she #/as entitl~d to t:e 

hust-and ·.i.•h .-:?11 that was suoo r ior to her own c:rPv i ous to he r mar -

say , she eairPrf a l l t"· e adv.=t nr:i~ e~ of his sP:l'ii:-i;: 141 soc iety , 

J'hi:- •rife ·H~s not the r,?1 r of her :rn~band , a cco rd i n£: ~c t he 



Talmudic hw t she .vas nnt en• 1tl ed to his prop "'rty .J"on h i s d e ­

mi~e. In tne la tter eve~t sne r~cei ved thP dowrv she had b r~u~ht 

!'liw i! ma r rh.~e, and the arr.ount sti pulatf>rl 1nrl the Fetnu~a . 

The liustand , on t l e otrer n::ind., , ~id becorr:P. the he ir of +he wife, 

and \'eceived :1.ll of h'!r nrope rt y upo- hP r 1eath . flurtn,~ hP r l if e 

time ne was ent1q e1 +,, tl'te q•:;-if r \1ct er hi:ir dohl 1:1 r ope rty <Le. , 

th~t ~·rhich she troll~ht :.is hP r m:arriace,Lp,.. r "'ion ' a"d of her p;J r a - . 

pher na.l propPrty \i . e. , tr-;o-t "Khioh shP t-r-:>11c:httover aid at-o ve her 

dott\.l propi:!1 t·· at '1.er ma r ri~sze , but :11.>t cf her stric•ly pr i va te 

p roper ty . He e;.·~ rc1sed complete control ,,vi:>r the fi r st •wo, 

t-11t the thi r d was entirely beyo1'd Ilia disp<''>al ~nd rontro l. Tn 

the e vent of her dea th , howefter , ha did , as s a ted a bove , i nherit 

a ll her p roP Prtv , dota l. ""'araphern::il , ~nd p r iva te . (f'athut-oth 8 ~ a 

Mi e l 2 i ner pp . 1C4 - 107 . ) 

The Ta l1"'1dic docto rs la id £; r e::i t st r es s ·Jpc•n con !1t~ 1 p11 rtty , 

faithful'1ess , ·a nd loyalty. It 1s to t-e noted that ~ r ey dee med 

thes e as impo r tan t and nf"cess::try fo r the tiusLtnd as fo r t he wife . 

(Cf . Sota 10 a; ethuboth 10 a i Yo;r.a 7c:, a . ' Th is po i nts t o t he 

fact tha t monogamy was t'1e gene ra l . i ndeed alrl"o~t univer s a l , 

f o r m of marria~e . For, as r sha l l s et f or th below , wherever f i ­

delit y to ma rriae:e vow is mentioie-rl ::1l'ld r~com1r-er1di:d , 1t r efers 

t o o ne hust~ nd ~nd one wife. lThi s was even t he ~a se i n f ib lical 



ttme•s •••e.g., PtoTerbs tt 17, Malachi tt 14. Intercourse 

wtth proatttutes and harlot• ts •••rywhere rtgorou•ly forbtdde11 

and severely condemned ( O.Ut. xxlit 181 Pro•erbs •• Tt 28, Ttlr 

Ho•ea ti 22s 'ii !s Straoh Ix 6>. All seftsual 1'rattrtcatton con-

trary to the laws of morality was strictly prohibited. Tnu• tn 

Sanhed rtn 75 a, 1t ts told that a man lay i 11 and near to de.th, 

beoauae of his passionate desire for a certain maiden. The phys-

ictans declared that u~less his paasion be gratif ted, he would 

surely dte. The matter being laid before th• rabbis, ' the latter 

decided that tt were better that he should die, rather than that 

auoh a disgraceful and iir.moral thing should take place. 

Seduction and breaking of the marriage vow were punished by 
. ,,, l l'-1 I . 

.,_.. (' • ....,._, :(' (l c /It:... -- • 
death,"whether the adultery was committed by the bY!.2111<1 or by 

the wife. <Deut. xxtt ~. > Adultery on the part of the •lf e was 

~onstdered and punished as an Infraction of the laws of moral tty, · 

\. 
just as that eommttted t y the hu•band, not •• an Infringement 

upon the husband's right of ownerahlp whtch he exercised o-.:.r his 

wt!e, as was the case among other Oriental and Ooctdent~l peoples. 

The method of ascertatntni yhether or net the wife had been 

faithless to her husband was by means of .the ordeal of the J 
.. 

"bitter water", based •on Numbers" 1? ·- · ·~l. The laws conoerntng 

th ts o rd• l a re laid down and d tscuased tn the t raotate n~,~ • 



Jf 6 husband suspected his wtr~ or having committed adultery, 

after hav tng warned her in t he presence of two witnesses, he 

was to lead her before the local judge. 'Sota 2 b. > The l~tter 

sent the cou~l~, 3ccompanled by two rabbis, to the higher trtbu-

nal which sat at .Jerusalem. Here the Judges, acting: under the pre 

sumption that the husband would not have gone so far as to 
. 

bring his wife before thei unless he had s uffi c ient evidenc e or 

were morally convinced that she had been fat th less to hil and to 

her marriage vow, tried by vari ous means to wring !?'om her re-

' l uctant lips a confeeston of guilt and perhaps an avowal of re-

pentance. If she &d1111t: t ~d her 2:U t 1 t, her punishment was to lose 
, ni~ cf .. ,,• S..t u J 

her dowry and to be d tvorc ed from her husband°"' She was then !rH 

t" marry anyone except her former husband and the man wfth whom 
1'h ~~n"'ii· t ... m1.(!7l c,.~J 

she had committed adultery . <Sota 28 a,,> If she would not confess• 

she was compelled, with many ceremonies, doubtless of such a 

nature as to tnapire her with terror, to drink the "bitter wtter ' ' 

and thus to give proof o! her guilt or innocence. For tht• water, 

according to the llalmud, did not 1n the slightest degree tn JUre 

the pure and faithful wtre. it was on the contrary most healthful 

for her. <Sota 2e ~ a • > If the was gutlty, however, the water 

would prove very noxious and harmful to her. <Numbers v '27.) 

It is to be noted that' 1n order that the ordeal should 1'e 



effective, the accusing husband had himself to t-e pure and faith­

ful to his spouse. For if he tn his t urn had t-een unfaithful 

to her, and had sought sensual ~ratification else•here, the wa­

ter was entirely impotent and useless for the ordeal. The ra~-

bis saidr "Onl y lfhen the man is h t rrself free from guilt 1'111 the 

water te an ef!ecth·e test of the wife's gu ilt or tnnocence1 

and tf he has b&en guilty ~f illi cit intercourse, the water 

•111 be of no er feet.' ' lSota 47 b. > Jn th~ last days of the 

Jewish 6o11110nwealth, during the Roman invasion of Palestine, 

the Sanledrin under Rabbi Jochanan ben Zakkat entirely abolished 

th is ordea 1. OUshna Sota. t I, ~. > Rabbi t.bchana n (bar !fapa­

cha l with practical co•mon sense remarkt r ''I f one is unfa1t hfl..l 

to his wife, she will ~iJ'lf"f'/ naturally be unfaith f u l to him." 

C'Sota 10 a. l 



I o~ ..,, to the laportaut queatloa ot moro..-r 

or the 'l'alJludie .,... n,.e theol'etieal.17 ( 1.e. Ugall7) 

..,.Utted to ft"T ••1 .i ..... 
•eertahtlws ••tml1'" th97 w"' 1• Nali t 1 111011ogall.1ot• bJ 

euat• ard pPaettoe. 

!be ethloal P•lnelple of 881P018J11, i.e . et th• 

•1• ot ••• •• With ... -.me, l• ronct 'o w laid don -
thf'Oupo11t the •at tre B1bt•. Bait b7 tbl law, pol1pmr had 

praetleal eo11dittcc. Po1Jg8111' ••••• 1Rrgel7 t• ha'fe b••• 

a '9ault or the eliaatio •n•11'"0 ... n\ et t)ll O'r't•~t. 

It wu p1'"utieecl bJ all 01"1ental people•, uct ••ns -.;r 

ot th•• •ttll ••1- t• to-d117. PoltPl!IJ l• l•ga l tr 

peP'lait,•4 1• thl Po1ttate11etll1 bat at the •&Jl8 tl• it 1• 

"Pfided aa ethlcallJ wu1, • a• ••11 'lhleb eould not 

at oeo e be Wiped •vt, U• , ... ••ll• of ala••PJ, blood­

....... ' •t• .• nt ..-bioll - ,. b• ... cluallr •raclloated -

Po11..., 1• •relr a oertai• eo•tltttotr l• the ••olutloa 

er tbe Be,,... "°'1•1 r.. 11'h1eh U act.an~ to mo110..-

1•NlJ and hte•lta,lr. ..,... thl .. d er tbe lzil• urcl 

Clurlttl the a,.eon4 eomo-lth lnta .... of po1:1.-r 

bH- 11fta1Hl Ud ..,... l'&N. 

tab r,e; •t•.> 
(et ... tthew XTllI,11; 



I Altho11Bb the l• pet"a1tte4 poJ.tpj.,, it 1• 

••ld•1tt that -op.q ... prut1M4 b7 •O• or the 

~-- r.- th• .... u.et u,... nu a.1 .. , ._...,. uc1 ] 

•• hl--p~ ... ,. llnd la •••..-... ..,..-1a1se. Tb• 

tftpbet1 ale• , ... t• ban been •11epat1te .... 1 

'.J• ngar"d to th• 

Heal '•utr ..a ... t1t, et ••oaamu1 • ..,,.., ... , ••• . 
....... 11,17; Zir,• , XVIII,2~; XIX,14• lCCXt,10 ••ca.; 
~eh! ll•l•i Ho1ea JI,lt ... . ; laettal,•1h.l&; 

pa11qea 1• the tlr-at ehaptera et ..... 11, 1-.prding the 

•torr of .... ,1., r ... 111\i~h 1t 11 •l•ar ••rel be7011cl cl.oubt 

tbat th• Blbl~oal 14•&1 or -""1&&9 1• the ••toa or o•• 

- wltb .!!!. •-· ( ... I ,If •••· i II 1 11 •••.) 

TM taet I• Wll bcnrw tta t thil • tul •JrPI"••• 
l!l!l pfthibl,loe ot ,..~..., •• "' , .... ._ ... , •til the 

"-l•alll• •~ the 11th •••tu17, nea labt>l "'••b .. bea Juda, 

•lllt 9Tla• Ll1ht er tb• 1a11e•, la io• <•t ,..., •••la reel 

•to••• ..... 1 ... nll uc we1c. lut •••• la tll• ta1-41• 

era pel~•• •w-r1aea - •• l•ae• •thl•.111 au•tl•-4, 

thoap l•l!llJ lt .. 111c1 b• ., ...... 1 .... 

lll11atnt•a ti. 1Qi1r1 \bat th1t Ml'"lll a•a' , . 

Thl• raet 



. 
Ule J90tl• •• -•ute them, arcl mer or them a 0011 

.... IO.) 

I• the fallrudie en, although pel'haps 

1-oPal. love ot th• "-••h•ra and author1tl•• 

wlf'• 

at a till•. Pelypm7 .... , how.er, lepllr pe 

WN ..-11a1 Qabb1e1eal e1ut11ewta 1'111ela •at 

A 41eeuae1o~ 1'9ga1'd1n1 polJ18111 1• "9 

Je-.Oth •~ a. labbi '-9 aa14: -aw .it• take• wire 111 

additloa to bia tirat wite, muat 41~o••• hia ti at wife and 



y5. 

•t•1•1 ll!te •Pftiaa• nth uother. 

: jt17.n;, 1"'1 Jt'~\~ 1""1" 1,, i"IV" i(Vl]il l,~ 

.... .... otb•• halld, Baba, Wh• wu •err walthJ, •• ot t he 

• IJlllml 
Jat•,...tlrg ln thta oon•etion 1a a •ot e app•lrd•d 

t.h• ,.. .... oa ._., ... _. uct Pei.,.1.., te the !al8ad1c 

fertM, • 1• llielalre••• •l••hh t.• ot llarrtagf? •4 

,. ....... u 1~ ... at1bl• rith c-dle ,.. .. urd 

.. 
.... ilt the Aramie paraphT"lla• et the book ot lblth. 

I• thla pa-raphraa• (fargwn) 1'hleh or1gtnat.4 durlr1 the 



:a 

... 
I 11 

rJ. 

falmudio period, th• kine..., et ll1118leeb bein1 '9q11eated 

b7 lou to maPr7 luth an« Nte .. her 4• .... ed btaeba4 • • 

111~1tritanoe, aa ... ra th• t'ollnhra (IV,8): •J. j!!t!Ot 

•""7 b•r, ~ ! !:! !1Nadl •'1"1"1ecl, ~ IUll 9ot ~lOWd 

!! !!'!I another~ ll !!ddltion ~ )!w. .!!!.!!. .!!!.!_C! 

.!!!!' ~ 2eae• .!!! happi!•••_!f....!l •r £· !!! ~ •1••t 
maPrr h!t't .!! !h!.'! ..!" !..C!! .l!1 •Pri••. • 

Te the la.,. and l•gal dio\a abo•e eitecl _, 

rrow tittimgl.1 be added the ethleal •rillg• ud. m&iu 

!alllUlll• aaae1 eoaa•l"Diaa the •'•t"LW of th• 1t1!•. It will 

be •••• !Poa th••• quotatiO•• that th• etllical oorsc!oua-

11'!8• at th• H•bNY people, aa •zpraaa•d 1n the aa11ngs or 

the 1"abbla, wu ••l'J a4Ta11•9d and. el.An te4 • a.d tba t t hi 

poei t ton ot the Jereali ti ah •it• mu1t hll'Ye b••n far abo\-. 

that aeoo1"d•d to het" among mo1t or th• eo~t•apoPar•oua 

people ot the Orient and Oeotdent • 

Thft wire wae alwayl ....... with great Nllp .. t 

• 



and teDden?eaa, even 1• eaaea where eh• h•ra•lf bJ her 

irritable temper lll!d ahreWi eh Mtio11• merited re ban a11d 

,f 
pUDi•hmemt. ~\U it ie Nle.tlMI ~ aat»bi Ch1Ja that h~ had 

--1 : 
ft 1")' mueh . !et he oo~ataut lJ eJmrte4 himaelr to prepare 

a aUl"pria• tor her and thua to si .. her pleaaul'9. It ta 

said that h9 e•ldo~ r etuMJ"4 to hi• home without b~inging 
Lt 

rtl.'f' :~ 

her aOM gift. 

Rab queatiored him ccuo~'n!irg this ou1tom of hia,and h• 

esoueed tlw penerael?fJse ot hi• wit• with the wons.a: 

•tt is sufriei ~~t that th•r (the wi••a) 1"81•• •ur ch1ldntn 

, . ..,d ••• 118 tT'Om air (lewdness)• (l•bamoth 6S a. J 

' "" ' , , . 'J. _F"I\ 1, , "'UJ )J ' '1 
: ..Jlo( io n i1 l ~ i J n LN (" i, ·" · l.J J .J c:.o " ' ,, I.I 

Regarding th~ dut1 1ne•mb8nt upon ever1 man 

to eater tcto •rrtage, it 1• wrttte11: -...el"J Ia~lite 

who lt•eth without a wtre la rot a perfect man.• 

(Jebamot h 6S a.) 

The Talmu4lc a uthorl.ttea eertainl.J had e ••1'7 high opirtoa 



1/. 

b1"'1r. ~ to th4 husbal.'d, a• tbe follnil!g eevter.:• at teats: 

without b!• .. tra, •ltho•t good; ill th• •eat U .•. 11! 

Palest1"9) the7 ••1 ... ithout relig1o~, Yithout proteotion,• 

Ra"-, aon ot Vlla, ·aatd, ""'1.thout t••••.• (lebamcth fS2 b.) 

.., .1 } < .:n }1 n l ri .,'< ~ :i il ., 1..n N .~ .:i • 1 n .x ..x :i 1 ~ o .:i il J l l9 

~ o 1 1 w .J'i ~ ..2 
!ha\ •1'1• 1- leea treque11t uona •M"1ed lll81Z 

h~• beea atteatld bJ the atat1•t1ea gath•~ed b7 modenz 

c1"1-hrolo1i•t•. Yhla ta•t bae al?eacli be•11 aroted b7 the 

a1vte a11tde or th8 TalllN. 

(Jeba•th 63 b.) 

1llvatrat• the a~titUlle or the !allrud toward the wit• erJd. 

•M"iage. 



•rt 11 ~•tter to 

: Jl;,l'l,'t ~Jl•b~D p '" .21''">l, W 

dwll 1• r:/ ilk•-· (aeo. te laat1'0•) 

er, •rt la b8tter to clwell bJ two (au ... 1••• ao Dal.mae) 

thaa to d"'ll in w14owtlood.• (J•bamoth 118 b, ale~ 

JC14duah1• f a. ) 
itJ'l3il \'~~ 1~)~t3 -,-"l' jl\1.:)Djn l~U::> 11lWJf ,n}« :lil\~il 

9He who loveth his wife ae him .. lf, ard ho~oreth her more 

thae himaelt, ••rcerntrs him ~oripture ••1• (Job ~): 

•Aird thou •halt bow thet th7 t••' 1• p•an .• ,, {l'alzhedrhz ft b. 

"Thrtte thi.J!ga broacleu th• mla4 et a ._; tbl7 aN: 

a au1tabl• 4-111111, a au1tabl• •11'•, ud 1u1table apparel.• 

(Be .. ahath 'I b.) 

"Who 11 riftf h• *• la P••••••4 ot a Wih noae d•ed• aN 

~oble.• (aabbath 2& b.) 

Rega1"d ms thtt effect of the death or the wit• 



upon the huabard, thtt Talmud co~t•ine ti. tollowl•I 

beautiful aeuti .. nt1: 

: 1.,,"1 "''l\.lil n•-::i 1 :.,n '~'tV:> ,Ju'.l>t.., 11'WX ;i1'mu lJ\~ ~:> 

"H• Mio .... hia t11'"at •• (.~1rat l•••) dle, baa aa it were, 

(f'a~httdrir 22 a.) That 1• to •87• the 4 .. th of the wife 

1• deemed J .. t 1ueh a atafortW?e to th• huabard as th• 

4e•truot1on of the temple waa to Ia~l. 

•A haabab4 1 a death la telt bJ none •• bJ bia wife; a wire•a 

death is felt bf ltOn• .. bJ her h•abard.• (2'& ... drin 22 b.) 

llf•tlm.• (..._h•d~l~ 22 a.) 

•IQle (th• wire) Ila• •••n li••a for lire (happir•••>; ahe 

(Kethuboth Sl a.) 



•eo4 4-111 with the falt!ttul hubal!d 1r.d wtte. •tthnt 

Bt11 thAY are eoma•med b:r th• ti" .r 1trtre. • (l'eta lf a.) 

Thi& •••tenoe eoa?ta1111 ll ••'"1 lmpar1••• plar upoa th• nrda 

'lJ 'K ; .... ., ii ucl • reapecti~•lr, 

n~ 1.•. 9-4, ar.d 

"De1a•r4 a atep 1• ehoo1ia1 a Wife.• (.T•bamctb I~ a.) 

. 
•A - ahall ••• lte •1.nt11l eo11eenir1 the hoaer ot hia 

M 4•• te bn.• (Babe •t•la 

89 a.) 

!ba ael'iptural ..... 1 •ill ~be ~· et t.b• attl11te4 are 

••11; but i. t bat ia ~tr a eheerf\ll heart hath a oomt ia:rual 



fs. 

*• it la wr1tt•, •ill th• cl&7• et the attli•t•cl aN 

••ilf • Re Who baa a bad irU'e. Aocl uovt •• 1 t ta 

wittea, •He that 1• •ta eb••rhl heart batb a o0mt11naal 

wit• la a preeioua gitt to her buabauct. • 11 (lebamoth 6~ b.) 

\J~ lt~''n' :1'7':ll fl~r rrv1' i')J-, ;,l>-::> ~1"U 1'~Yl ;w~ ~~n :i•n·y, 

:'H'l'\tllt'1 ntt l"~tl ,t'l 

..._, a · bleaaim1 la a 1ooc.\ -.irife! Wha' a •un• ia &11 

evil wit•!• ete. (V.p .. • 68' ) 

•P'Gll thi• laat 41uot.atio11 1t •111 be aeeu that tbl 

!al•MI alao oontaln alluaiODa te th• bad qualiti•• ot 

\be •11• aad te the lmtlu•a·o• ai. .., eaert tor ••11. 

hrt.her aa11e1a of th• .-.bb1• .. thla a11bJ••t are •• 

tollowa: 



/{. 

"Three kil!da or men do not r•o•i •• pqiehMa•t (though 

aerit&Cl) hz Cleh11t••; •• ea• et th••• three 1• he no 

baa a bacl wife.• (ln))111 '1 b.) 

• .., • .., ••11 rather th.av a ba4 wife . • (llabbath 11 a.) 

A• aa es.ell••' •••MPl• or what tb• Talaudio 

author1t1•• eoraider 
. . 

a.1 H .luatavoed 

th• lit• or Berurla, the 11rtec1 and brilliai!t •it• et 

Rabbi .. ir, 4auglater ot the oelDrat.td -~1r R. Cbaznuzja 

b•n !eractJoa. "lll~iaterie1 faithrullJ to h•r hu1bam4'• 

but eol4 •• the treehlJ tall• uow, •Ub a ••tun hard•1ut4 

bJ th• ta1"1"1bl• 4•ad• u4 duge ... cauit• • ....,. 1• h•I" claJ -

1ombiri•I• 1• ahert, all t!w qial1t1•• Whieh ... ahoul4 •JQ>eot 

to tircl hr a tnl.7 good womar or thi• •morab1• epoeb, 

(1.•. the ep .. h •t th• M11hua~ ahe at1mda out•• a elaaaia 

tlpre amoarg the faale oharaetera ot the Talaudie age.• 

(Zirodort; ·~om• Jewiah Womev, f.163.) 



'IJ. 

I. W.aeter1at1e e•edot• eo11 .. nr1r1 her la thl 

tollewi11s. 

4af, if their If itetul ao~duet~ ~ be..- to ln•ote the ouraa 

ot Qecl upoa them. While he Ya• deln1 th1a, Benarla entered, 

aalcl to b18, -Wa.r, aot the aian•"• ltat th• aina ahall be 

deatrered. Th•a th•1"9 1'111 M DO •iDtJ•r• •• ,., .... ~· 
PT"a7 tor the e•aa• or a1ne, aot tor the 4-ath ot sinuera.• 

• 

R ... tr tollewcl her r:robl• ad•lo•, a1•4 the Talmid ra1••17 

aclcla: ( .. raehoth 10 a.) 

Alroth•r at?1t101 rea1n1a .. •o• illaatra\•• her 

I ••l'da•t wit. It ie t•14 that ah• ••• •t R. lo•• tbl 

lallleu, •• the atreet. Be 1aqu1re4 ~ her: •o. Wh1eb 

wa7 4Ma ... p to fJddaf• ... ollah la111U11•, ah• Nplt•d 

wute worde on a ,,. .. .,. tou ao11ld hP• aald ewhere J7dda,• 



1'h1ob eould ha•• tvll7 aaaw.re4 th• pvrp•••.• (lnbla &I b.) 

Well tao• le the beautiful tale told of Berurla 

11r Mictrub laltut t• Prn•n• !l. Th• epi•od.• S. ae 

touahing aLid •o eba.,.,.et9Platie of the 1atluer• a ••bll 

w-.r aoulcl eurt upo• her huaburd, that I oaDnot tor~ar 

cavotiug it h•ft . 

Git• llabbath art•r.:0011, while Rabbi .. 1 .. •• 

leetu~1u1 aa U•\al la the Beth Hamidraah, hi• two aona died. 

'lhe1 nre laela or uiruaual promiaa aad •uly beauty. Th• 

ao"90'tfil? g moth-.r brought the bocliea t.o th• 1r alaap111g-room, 

laicl th•• upo11 th• ~eel, ard conred th• •1th a white oloth. 

Whew hit!" huabud Nt111"1P•d. ho• 111 th• aw1ri11•, ah• rec•1.,ed 

hi•~ to all appear••o .. , with her aoegatom114 tnwquilllt~. 

Benria aaicl that 

th•J 991"9 pro~abl7 at1ll at th• aead•llllr· 9h, t looked 

"They a&l!vOt b• tar awar•, aaid Bel"Uria. f'h• then barded 

him t he win e · cup with which to •ke Habdala, aad llll•• 



him hi• aupper. 

h1a: •Rabbi, I deaire te aak 1ou a q .. atioa. l'am• time 

hia, arrd now he demAl?da tbea buk. -.a.ii I ntunr tbea to 

. 
h1mf• •J - aatoa1•h84 \hat IQ •it• eoulcl • ., • ., aak. 

Ou there be ur d•bt abowt th• -tter!• 

I did not wiah to retwt? the treaa•"• Without thJ Jurow1u1 

lt.• Thereupou ahl led hi.a in ail•vo• to the aleeping-

roo., au4, w1thdraw1121 the cloth, cl11ecner .. th• ffl'P••• 
. 

• t th e1 r be.le... -•. •o r/ a on a! 111 a one!• g1"oaned 

ud guicl•• ! • Th• Blruria took th• hed ot hel" weepir1 

Loni doma1:da the ehilclN• Wh1eh he entl"11ated to aa. 

Bl•••ed be the amntt of the Lo"1!• 



/ hJ . 

"""' i\ "{/~ mQ b• etucl th• wtt• or au, (leitamoth ea a.) 

th• wtt·e et 8al>b1 ChlJ•, (.Jenme\h SI a.) lalta, \he wit• 

of Rabbi Xeoha11, (!er&oh•th &l b.) aarcl eapeeiallr Ch•-· . . 

the daughter of Rab Chiada. 

••'7 lmperioua aird 1.-ritabl• cl1apee1ti.9•. Th• ateri•• 

t•ld Nla •1th her aweau, 
~ 0. ~"-"-""·.;; ~ 

Oho•, a 1rard-dau1hter or RabW. l•h~cla he M• i-i, are 

••111 te her eNdit. 

. . 

waa Ja411v1 a .... , 1• order te throw 4laered1t upo~ th• 

(D\b11bo\h 86 a.) 
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CRAPT !CR IV .. ------
(~o~oluded) 

B. Dl~tOM OP DRRT.llJI --- (I) Bl DIATH t1I THS 

I 
1'0N-I!'.JTtll! PIOP~ - -- A)IONG 'l'HI DBRnl'. 

(2) BY DIVORCI --- lUllHT OP '?HR RUl'BARD TO GIVS 

DrfOllOI •-· RIGHT 0-, THI YlPI TO JJaAlU> DIVORCI ---

UW'ml AJID CAUfllll' OP DrfORCI - -- IM>CUL AHD LIGAL fl'l'ATUtl 

OP TKK DIVORCID IOJWt • 
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I• the !ala\ld ~YO oau••• aN 4t011•lcleY"8cl b7 whioh 

Th8 tlrat of th9a• ia th• death ot •e• t th• ooatraotlag 

"~ or b111 ot 41•o't'ee bJ t n. hoaband to hla •it•. 

(IUahea lldcl~ahia t,l.) I propose t• treat ot tb••• t .. 

Ralaoha, 1 .o. aeeord i ag to thei~ legal aapeeta. 

thla, I ahall pr•a•nt th• Raasmi• er e1thleal cloetria• 

th• !alllucli• ia .. oaue•P1r1~• th• cli•••lutloa of 

•rrlag• b7 death an to b• toucl a1a111~el7 olaborat•cl 111 

It la to 

be not•cl t~t t hi !ai.udio i... treatllll et thl• a11bJ••t 

Thla 1• clue to the taet that be, 111 th• parault or hi• 

d•11J buaia•••• bad ver1 ott•v to t~a ~ 1 and to 1•••• hia 
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wife at ho•. 

Tallludio law 1t111 had pel7ga110a• la1tltutlona 1~ •lew, 

1• Whieh the luaabaod•s death •• of ~reat-.r legal ••n•-
qaeae• tha~ the wit•'•• 1• regard te a oontemplat8d 

' •rrl•ge of t he 8Un1 •1ag ,.rt.a.• (M1els1aer, Jelflsh 

ti•• al10 

'.40, eote I.) 

0.17 -.a th• cleath ot 011• ot th .. partl11a wu 

proved b•7oncl a 4oubt 1 ... the .. rriade oonaldef"ed l•gall¥ 

The I lll"Yi Y 11t1 aaua1r•lld ..-- wire waa eot allowed 

to re-11arrr \ll!tll th• 4••'h waa •• •atabl1ah•4. 

th• bu1band 41ecl a~road, arcl lla••l•• wb8D ha .. t hia 

cleatb 1• u •••14••'• it •• oft• 41tf1ealt te 99tabl1ah 

bl• death ate1oltd 4oubt. 

t• tha l••k et tae111tlea or etNm11Urioat1011 between th• 

dlftereut oouut,.1•1. (111• lsiner, Law ot .. r1"'1a5e &11cl 

Divoroa, p. 108.) 



Th• death ot the buabacd waa Ngal'"dftcl a1 

preaen\ at h1a d•ath-bft4, or 'i• f~IJI ex-al, or bf th• 

WJmi1takabl9 icleat.itieatiOQ Of b1a bOdJ. 

"Th• t1stim0t11 to t h• death ... t b• er •U.h a 

•at~~ aa to eaelacle eYeJ'")f PO•a1b1ltt1 of mlatate. 

teatimoa1 baaed 1olel7 •SMNt eireUlll8tant1al ••1deuoe, er 

upo• ••1"'9 oouJ•etul'9 and pl"eawaptioa, 11 of no •alue. 

tr, !Ott' 1eatano•, th• bu.band ... lmow.i to na~e b•en 

o• beard a ahlp, whiah •aa wreoked at •••• hla death ls 

not aurr101~~t11 pro•ed _, thla rae\, •• h• alght hll\f• 

(Jebamotn 121 al 

111 a 1•l l4r bodJ or •at.er, boft••r• th• bo~dar1e1 or •t'lieh 

are •1th1• N .. h of t.bia e791, 'h• •T1cll110• that the 'boat 

per11h•cl and. 11• eee oa 1 \ - .... to M aa"fM, 1a 1urr1e l••t 

to •1t.abll1h th• tt.atn. A "pol'"\ that t~ huabancl died 

1D battle, it uot eol"Toborat~d bJ the ••1d•no• t il&t n• 
waa aotually huriflld, 11 no a utr1o11t11t. pro or to p 1Jrml t 
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t~e •1t''t to N-ml"'l"J, aa in the! eolll'uaioa of th• battl•­

tiAt 14 a Mn tl'"aeoe 08118ecl bf aenre ftUlrda sightha•e M•a 

aietalllr. ttW aot 1al cl .. ,h. • (l•ballao'h 11• b; ••• 

MielsinAr, p. 101; »raukel,p • .O.) 

It 13 to be uot."d tna t t l"1 !al1111d1e law he re 

aooepta tn8 teati•ony of .!!! Ylt~•aa aa •alid avd aadfi­

c ient, instead or th~ t*O whloh are ualltllly requi~d 

to ftatabl1ah any ea••• 1fbethftr in 1ria1ual or ~n e1Y11 

atr&ira. Tbe ft&bb11 wer-e more 1•11ie1•t 111 t:i1a ca .. and 

The)' aoted \ll>Olf t :-i• pr1,.o1ple: 

-.em• allotra1to• la to b• aade in ta•or- ot the u~rort.wrate 

WQllU, who ot'.'19"1•• woulcl baY8 to 1"9•1• 111 eterval •ldo•-

hood.• 

ll 1'\11 l.l 

(Jebamoth 88 b.) 

!he worda ot a eirglA wltn••• were aoeorcled 

full tai ~i1, !or 1~ waa thought that he would be deterre:sd 



from g1Yiv g talae t " atiJIOllJ bJ Qprehe1111iOD Of the N tllPll 

or t ~ huaband Who had b••tr .reported 4•ad. 

Th• !allludio law r ... tb• .. permitted the wit'•' 

the 11•.ar rela,ifta,ud other peraOll• •uall7 regarded aa 

inoo1Q»•t•ot Titn•••••• to teat1r 1 19 th1• ••••· 

(Jeb&111oth 113 a.l a.en heara&7 ••1d•a .. was aeoepted in 

lieu or ao..- aub•tan t ial proof, t o •atabliah tne daath 

or thft at.ent huab&l!d. All this legialat1oa •a.a enaoted 

uuder the pr1ao1pl• aboTe atat~d . 

It waa p~e-euppoaed that the wlte would aak• 

••'7 thorough 1nT•atigat1oaa ~gal'ding the death of her · 

IU•band, .,.. au would e•en cle•in to •rzter apon aeooncl 

•"91age. (J~bamoth 11& a.) !he oonaequeuoea et 

prenatu,.. •1Tia15e nre -.er1 diaut~roua to her. It h•r 

aupp .. •dl1 dead buabancl \urued up ali'Y• after her re­

aarriage, abe had to be d1YOP4ed. tr• ancl l•••• itoth 

huabauda ; ah• torte i ted her K4thuboth (clo1'1"1ea) trom both 



aide.-.d baat.Arda (lebaaoth 87 b.) 

bard waa not r-eallJ dead, the tira\ 

lllapl ud 

n1•e4t ton. 

llh• 0011lcl 1tot "turn te h•r f11"8t huabaad, •• ae•ording 

to th• Jewlah la• e• 11a11 ma, 11•• with h i • wire arter 

Although th.1• la• ret •ra 

onl )' \o intentionl or Yelutapy adult4191· , it ft• aeYerthe-

l••• w-110,.-oual.J appl1•4 to t~• preae11t .,1••• lsr eflider te 

p1111iah t:.. 

IU•l•la~,.., p.111, nete; ~4 ..-avk'el p. 1, note.) 

'fhe l•uctb7 abaeno• er \be haa >aact fta not re-

gard•4 •• ••lid proof or bi• death. 

!alJN'1 11 tM ,.. ..,, 1 ••11t1 •• ot a 4• elara 1t 1 o• bJ the Be th 

1Hw t~at a •rPS•• ft• cU•aOlT~d be•u1•t of 1uoh abaer.ca. 

!h• \fire - "' •lrt lt lecl to r•-•r,..1 u ·Hl th• cteath 



ot the hueb•cl or .a11til th• latter had ballcled 1Ut1" a 

!hi• •aa due t• th• rut that •M"i ...... 

re1al"ded aa a ... ,,.4 ln•1ltut i••• et a h i gher aocl aore 

. 
i .. tiag natu.1"• tha• a •" •1•11 ooatraot. (,.'l"ankel , 

opiuioa •• h• 14 alaoat uinraall7 that ab!t h8d no righ t 

to euJ07 lit• after the death or h•~ hll9band. Among man1 

people~ abe wu oo.pell8d to telln her huba1rd into tJw 

world ot tbl abadea, l• •Pd•r to reeder h1• aerv1oe as 

wlf• ucl alaft alao •••r there. !he euatOll ot the •Utt••, 

Whi ch ~&iat&cl la India •••n aa lat• •• th1• eeatur1, waa 

ahaN<l bJ the .. ..._., nnoi•••• IP••k• and Illa••. 

(fher1n1: lvolutloa ot thl Arraa, pp.IO - S2; aleo 

We11ih014 • quoted bJ Kl.•-ntt.) 

In ooura• or ti.- thie lahWIBll praetio• or th• 



i.molatioa br tlw Widow d18&ppea.-.cl frell ..... 80Bt ot 

the pe oplea ot the wol"ld.. (It do••• ho .. .e•• atill 

•xiat t o-da.f amona ... ea•age t l"ibe•.) But &Tel? when 1 t 

•aft1•hft4,1t left ita trM:ea behtad 1• th• cuatom that the 

widow wu p .... 1 ted. fr"Ofa re--rrlap clur1n g her 1'hole 

li!e-ttme. Thua the Law Book or Manu ooeta1ns the fol-

lo•iu& aeutenoe: "The W14o• ahall remain alone, (i.e . 

u•rr1•ct aucl aball not •••n prouo1111oe t he aame ot another 

•n.• 

Among the Chiaeae im d lapan•a•, tlla•a, hrmira, 

and Ch-eeks, t hft •ftliqe o t '11• wtclow na eoaai del'"eCl lllftDral, 

ancl •• •• lnal t \e the ~'7 et 'tler f ira t huabaacl. !1lor 

(Beaia"iuga et ChlltareJ 1a apeaklna or thia euat• amon• 

eae ot th• ... teru aati••• ... pel"'\a the tell••ina: 9th• 

wicl•• and the aaddlA hor .. ot tn. ca.oea .. 4 ni-e led aroua4 

th• gnve three ti••. Ro ov• aiaht thel"earter mowrt the 

horae • and th• Widow eoulcl ae•er again enter int• •rPiag•. • 
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th• apeatl• P1aul pnbat»l.7 .. rert"M t• tbta •••'•• 

alrd aeu1ht te .ace a •l1rta• of the •14••'• -••aalt7 ia 

9801?01" •.lc11t> .. that .... •14••• 1ad"4. --- --

(I.ti•. Y. I,~.) 

'Yer1 clitre .... t na tlw •••lt.1911 et the wicl•• 

-n1 \he I••. th• l&aialatl~• tr~• ewa the earli•at 

time ,, .. moat ta••.._.18 te b.-r, and •P••1•1 atN• ft• laid 

apoir pro~eet1ng bftr agalua\ •tnaal•, nbb•r1, a'ld the 

lia, beeaua• ai. - i'hout a •tuftl pNteoto.-. Thue 

la laodua DII, 11•26, lM law-11v ... ftftra ti. people in 

th• ._. et locl aplnat U.Jua\1•• u4 erueltJ te thl widow 

Wl th the WOf'd• l "le hall "°' atrl1et .., Widow or father-

lA•• •hllcl. 

•Pl at all Y11to •• I •rill aarel.J b .. r \heir ••1• u• ., 

'ln"&th •ball wax bot---·-------.• le Deut.K, 18, Clecl la 
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pietured b1 ..... as the proteo,or &Dd Upholder or the 

eaue or t he Ci4ow. Ar·• in th• •AM book, in th• drua­

t1• ehapt~r or the eur.••• (Chapt•r ZZVII) .. tin4: 

•O.Paed be h• that ft"e•t•tb th• J~t et the atraager, 

ratherl~ae, &Jrd Widow.• (VG~ee 19.) ~., lawa 88peo1a1-

lJ faYOPable te t1- Widow are laid down thrcnaghout th• 

Pentateuoh (Y. Deut.XXIV,17; Xff,29 ; XTI,11,14; 

DYI,12; taw;1e,21; •t al . ) f'rOll whiob n are Jllati!i•d 

111 eoaol1ltli118 tlla' al» ... , ha•e been u eb,Jeot or •P•eial 

••ltottude aJll1 tender •111P•th1 te the ,..,,... ••••l•. !h.-re 

.... •ar JMU•&I• la Ieat.ah, llioah• leehariah, 1enmtah, 

laetlal, •t•., 'llhioti ehow how tearl.eaalr aa4 •1aorou~ 

the pl"ophetJ •h..,10lled. tbl n•• et th• w1uw. (V. ta. I, 

lf ,28; 1,1; !eeh.Ytl,10; Job IXrt,a; ler.YII,&; IXII,~; 

a&e.zxrr,,; et.al.) 

The ou\ea ot tbl 1'14• aeoa.paa71ag her ••• .... cl 

huabaad i•t• t~• gl'll~ 1• ••Who ... ••~a all~decl . to, la either 

Bib» o,. Ta laud. lor wu the '•idd prohi bi tad !rom e11t.er1n1 
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upoa •••oad mar~iage. IUie waa at 11b•l"tr te oh•••• a ... 

hus,banct, a•d enat aore to realise all thl ••J•,..nt1 et 

htllD&n eCUlpaa1oeah1p. On tbe death of her h11abud abl 

(bthuboth 61 a.) 1 and "el' the diapoa 1t loa ot th11 and ot 

eout.-01. Ill• ._., h01"tTeT, prohibited troa entering 1•to 

a third 111arriage, at'ter havi ng t.ioe beea lett a wido•, 

ltbeeauee of auapioion.• (Jebamoth 6.ft b. J 

Th• widow •u prohibited ti'• -rrying aga ir? tor 

oaa• abe beoame pregnant the.-. ahould bl 110 doubt oon-· 

oePning thl patenr it1 of hftl" ohilct. (le bamo th 41 a. J 

lut • r1111 tbia pe1"1.•d 1 m rell&inecl 111 the lulll1• or hw 

h i t 

d•o•aaed hu1b&ll4 alKl waa aagpoM.ed bJ~helra, r.tta hi• 

pl"Opertr; thia without diminiahing th• aum Whieh ah• 

Ne•i•ed aooo"11a& to th4t bth•ba . tt t h9 wldo• had a . 
oh11d whioh waa not r•t ••aa•cl, ahtt wu proh1b1 ted tHm 

entering into aeoond uatil a period er two 7eara had elapa•41 
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eountin g ti-om the birth ot the ehilcl. (Kethuboth 80 b.) 

u .... u,, hnever, the pe1"10d or YicloWhood 1'q or •hot"t 

durati oa. The !al 11ud 01•: •A widow •7 eftn ~ a 

llllln Who is b•lo• hAr (la .. alth or •••1•1 p~1t1oa,) f'llthe.-

thu nnaata a widow.• (Jebamoth 118 b.) 

We ooJH now to the importart aLlbJeot et Di vo rw• 

1• thl !al.mid. .,.Toro•, l•gal17 .. 11aldored, 1• the 418-

•0l11tio11 ot the ..,..,._ tlldat~• cluring tM lite of both 

ot \he aoat.ra.t1~ ~ari1 ... 

81ToP•• •aa eertainlJ 4laapproved of aoeording to 

the moYoal law of the ltbl• al!d the hl.aud. fh• ethical 

prl~l.e of •M-iage, aa laid dowar in .. •••1• 11 24, 

•how that the ld•al •'M'1a69 -. deemed 111diaeolubl•. 

It waa to be a Nlatioa la8t117g thNUSh•ut tile li"Na of the 

ooetraet1Jrg part1••. Porzmnoat Ml"Pl ... with the wit• of 

one•a routh ta trectuentlJ i11ata11e•4 la both Blbl• ud !al.Jlud 

•• the pietuN of cl••P .. 4 unb rok9a loraltr and talt bful· 

llft88. !hua labb1 llazar (ben Pedath; 300 O. I. oirea) 
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aaid: •()Ter hia Who d1Toroea the Wife Of hia ~Uth, eTen 

ti. aliar or Clocl ahecl tea .... • (CUttla IO b.) 

aabb\ l••twran (bar •••••ha; 119-1"19 0 ••• ) ••14)~ •• 

that ,.,teth h1• eit• ...,, 1a ., .. '•t•n .... • (ibid.> 

( ,~ tA.c.t ~ 'tl'~un "l~~ "~"'Y.1" 'HflVI ) : n~"' nit ''•.l"-' 

But r .. t.b8 ea1 .. ••1•a of praeti•al life the •thloal 

•r1uo1pl• 1• oot a11tt1e1ant. 

baela ot a o011traet•cl •wiago, ucl cl•t•at l\a purpoa• to 

auob a d•&N• •• tt Nrde1' the eont1ruat1011 of thia nlatio1r 

" 1aadv1eabl• and al.moat illpOaalble.(Jttolalr•r, p.116.) 

oor•t1"evera1al1ata •• •a fl'aotieal people.• Md 111 ao 

better than 11! the 1r 41Yor .. Npla~lo•. With their 

Wholeaome regard fer bu11a11 nature and 1ta ahortoom1aga, 

th•J dtd ~ot tooliahlf aaer1t1't• th• realiti•• ot lite to 



the ideal bJ •h1eh they ...... p14•d. 

But th•e• laat r ... rka appl1 oal.7 te the Rabb1~1eal legia-

lat1oc. 

baa9d ert i relr upon the patriarohal theorr pntTioual1 alluded 

t• i• th 11 'th••i• . The right to diToroe WU permitted 

•nlJ to the h~abaad. 
I 

Deutero1ro1111 (DIV) read•~ 9Whe11 

a •11 taketh s wife, ud mal"ri•th her, thin it Aall be, 

it ahe tiad no taTo~ in hie ·~••• beoauae he baa touad 

aom• aa1eemlJ thing ( 

ahall writ• h~r bill or di•oroement, and give it in her 

h•d, aall a•IPd her out ot hla bouee. • Upon thia J.aw ia 

baaed the anoievt ri~t ot the husband to diTorce hia wire 

at pl~aaure, and thla is the oeotral thought or the entire 

a1atem ot Jewish di•orce law. th• !almUd1e authoritiea did 

not 1rd coula. not 1et thia right aa14• 1 although the:,· gradu-

allJ temperffd atJd mollifiAd tta ... eritJ by numeroua re-

atr1ct1 .... m~&aur~a. 
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Ae ••id above, Rabbir.ieel ~thice, here aa !n 

other caaea, tar outstripped the law, which lagged oen-

tur1 P. s behind. P'or al though the absolute right ot the 

husbar.ll to divorce his wire at will had been pract 1cally 

r!Ot•-ex t ster.t tot· mBltY centuries, certainl)' durir.g the 

period o r th ~ Talmud, this right waa not tonnall7 abo l ished 

until in the e leveuth cent ury of the common era, when it 

waa so decreed by Rabbi Gershom ( ) or 

Maye nee. 

According to Mosaic legislati on only the hus­

band had the right to gi~e the ~~ o~ bill or divorce, 

(Thia ~i was the certificate or the diaaolution or the 

marriage) ar.d the wife could only receive thia from hia 

handa. ~he had no rieht to demar.d it or to give it to 

him. The absolu t e ~lg.ht or the huabavd waa !'eatricted 

in but two eases, when he was e~tirely deprived or the right. 

These are t he cases or the rti~ishar (Deut.XXIJ 28,29) and 
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t!MI ease or the on• who had ralsely accused his newly-

marrie4 wire or ante-nuptial unchastitJ (ibid; XXIJ,lS-19) 

Th~ Rabbis greatly modified and restricted the 

B~blical right of t he husbaa•d aud conferred upon the wrong*Kl 

wife the ~~ ~ demat!d a d1 vorce ir. certain cases . It 

is to be noted that elt houeh th ts r~ ght was giver. to th~ 

w1r .. , 1.e. altho1•gh s hA cou1d d"ma11d a dissolution ot 

marrittge, this fir.al diss oluti on could or.ly be eft'Aeted by 

the ~l which the husband, though und ~r compulsion, handed 

or sent to his wife. In ee rtain cases, upon the wife's 

demand, the hushaa•d ns forced by the court t o prese "'lt the 

l!>~ to his •re. Fo"' 1 t was "'gardP.d as eoa?trary to the 

lette r und spirit or the law that the wife should diamiss him 

by giving hi"1 the 1'.l 

The legal or theoretical absolute right or the 

husband, as n tutAd above, existAd dowi1 to Rabbi Gershom 

(e l eventh eet•tury c.&:.) But long ere this it had bPen 

I 

' ' 
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res tricted a1•d a l most e uti rely abrogated by i unume rable 

evactments. It ev i de l't l y did not pass unchall erged ir. 

.Nishrrai c times , t'Or the S..!hOola ot Hillel ard f'hammai, 

thfl gl"'8at d octOT"S Of the l aw WhO lived durir.g th~ first 

century befo r e the Chr1st1ur. e r a , held radi~a lly ditfer~rt 

views on this subject. 

The e xp resaior. .,:i, TW'll !li ta r ally • the na ked-

ness o f u matt er"} in Deut .XXI V,l , gave r i s e to thei r dis-

cussiona aud d1ffAt'8t!ees ot" opir.ion . The ~chool or 

f'hammai we re the "~triet Constructionists" or t he Bible, 

1.e. ,they intlirpreted almost all the Biblical laws strictly 

aud rigorously. Th Ay took the expressioZ? in an ethical 

setrne, as sip;u i fyir.g sexual immorality. They therefore 

held t ha t a l!lan earrro t di•orce his wii'a unless she ba !ouvd 

guilty Of Ur.chas tit y aJ! d immorality. 

The ~ehool ot Hill el were the "Broad Construe-

tiorists" o f thP Bible ; they were i n geuoral Mo r e liborel 
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111 thei .. inte r p retution or t he Bi bl ical euactments. They 

interpreted the expression a• meru•1r.g •anything unaeeming, 

or ortensive to the husband.• They held that the husba1•d 

may diTorce his wite without assigr.ing an1 reason which 

would s eem to us Talld . Thua tor irstar.ce, he might ser.d 

her away from him if ar.e spoiled his rood. (Gittin 90 a.) 

The law is ur1do\.lbtedly correct l y ir.terpreted by the 

sehool or Hillel, aud its ir.tArpre tutiCJn was 8er.erall1 accep• 

ted. Rabbi Akiba (died about 135 C.E.) was a very pro-

.,, 
m1r.ert authorit1 or the third ge1•eration or Tana1m. He • 

held with th8 ~chool er Hillel tha t a mau need assign no 

reason tor di•orci~e his wit•. Thus •he may d 1 vorce her 

it he find another woman more beautiful thar she. w 

(Gittin 90 a. ,M1ah11a.) . 

! )'l ' .V:l \"' ~~~l .1'\ N!. 'tll\ i''i'' ~~~)"' jlJY,''n il~l 1'~nN ft~n ,-;,.c.l.lt 

It must be notad tha~ theae are the legal opinions 

-
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or~H1llel ard , Akiba. They decided ir. ruvor or the 

ur.l"8strict~d right or the husband to divorce his wita,aa 

judgAs who had to state at!d ir.terpret the.!!!· "It ia a 

familia r rRct, in mode rn as l t was in ancient law, that 

it ia the <tut~ 01' the juctges to state the law as they t'iud 

it, regardless or thp,i r perso11al •1ewa or opi111ons." 

(Amram, The Jewish Law or Divorce, p.37.) 

The moral aent i me11t or oath schools was certttiZ!lY 

opposed to divorce, aud strougly cor.denu1Ad the practice . The 

disapproval attd condemr1ation of the abus e of the right or 

divorce rout!d concYoete expression irz m&l!Y dicta or the 

rabbis. Among these may be cited the fo l lowing expressions 

or opi11ion. Rabbi Elaaar (vide aupra) aeid: "Over him who 

divorces the wire or hie youth, even the altar or God sheds 

tears ." (G1tt1n 90 b.) Rabbi Jochanan (vide supra} said: 

"He that putteth his wife away, ti hated or God" (ibid .• 

aee Raahi to the passage.) fuibb1 M~tr (150 C.E.circa) said: 

"He who marries her that is divorced trom her husband 
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because or hP.r evi 1 eor.duct, i a ~ rthy of death; tor be 

has taken a wicked woman tr.to hia bouae• (1t1d.) 

Rabbe (29~-352 C.E.) ~aid: •1t the wire is livir.g unde r 

the husband's roor, e11d he 1e harborirg des1gna agairst 

hftr to divorce her (although hft may exercise his right 

ur.der the low) ; coJ>cflrr.irg him read t hft words or ~cripture, 

' Devise oot evil agair·et t hy r1eigb~ or, ett elrg he dwelleth 

securely by thee •~ ( lhid) Rab b i Eliezer her. Jacob 

(100 c.E.circb ) said: •A man shall not tM~e & womw1 ln 

marrittgA with the ir:ter•tion of divoreirg her; tor the 

ler! pture says: •Devise not evil a ~ir·st thy Peighbor, 

see it• g hA dwelleth in security by thee• ( Jebamoth 37 b.) 

In the course or time th A la0 1 rega'l:"d11! g the absolute 

rieht or the husbaa?d to divorce came tCl be bannonized more 

end more wit h the g rowir g ethical couaciouartees of the 

people. ~o exeeptior.a to the generally urirestrictttd rlght 

of the husbarid grew v ery nwneroua, lll?d the old rule in 

course or time became practically abollahAd. The Rabbis 
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demanded a moral grouud el'"e th~y sanctioned a di•ore•. 

Or.e measure restrictir.g the ri gjl t or the huabavd was the 

ir.atitvtion or th~ Kethuba (marriage-document) by which 

the wife was secured a dowry or flXll!d amoul!tt in ease or 
' 

divorce. Ar.oth~r restri cti on was found in the minute 

regulation or the preparation avd delivery or the w~ 

or bill or divorce. The numt'! ro us 9rd minute r ules incl-

deut to t he procedure made 1t nnc e6s&t"'"/ for the husbavd to 

I~ , 

call in an expert to 'help him to divorce his wire. The man 

called in was usually a learned mat•, n :) /1 , well versed 

in law, and was expected to use ev ery erro~t to dissuade 

the husba11d from seeking divorce t to prevent pass ion ate 

haste on his purt, avd to reconcile the parties. 

it. wa s provided that w~n the wife was lnaaue, she coul.d 

no t be divorced (Mishr•a Jebamoth XIV, 1. } Again, she 

could no t be divorced while she was ir. captivity. It we.a 
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the duty or the huabaud to ransom her, ar•d ht:t could not 

escape this by aerdir.g he r &. bill or d i vorce (Miahna 

Kethuboth rv.9.) 

Ju~the r, it was dec id ed t hat the miv or wire, who 

•as so young as r:ot t o be nble to underst ar!d or to take 

care or her bill of divor ce , could not be divorced (ibid. ) 

When tM hushBl!d wa s inse.r.e or 1r.tox i eated or 

stricken with 11 disease whi ch depriv ed him of his r at ional 

raoultiee, he could vot give t he bi ll or divorce, or order ~t 

to bA delivered to h is wife (Mishua Jebamo t h XJV l ; 

Gittin 67 b; M!ahua Gittin VII l.) 

As prev i ousl:v stat Ad, in early Je•.,iah law the 

wire was eu tirely without ti:.s right to •ue tor a divorce. 

This waa obv i ously because soc iety was iu the pa triarohal 

state, where tha will or the huabaJ?d was law. But the 

Tal~udio authorities, as thay g reatly modified the absolute 

po"'er or the husbar!d, also grant ed to the wire tho right 
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or demaudir•g a divorce trom her husband. In 1?ami11 g the 

caus es which were valid tor divorce, I s hall therefore also 

bring l'o MFarJ t hose whioh entitled the wire to divorce 

under the Talmudic l aw. 

The Talmudic law treats of tour kinda or d i vorce, 

in wh ich t he methods of prt cedure were somewhat diverse, 

but for each or which t hft l!l~ (bill '>f divorce ) was always 

the same. These are the following: 

Di vol"ce by mutua l a gr eemP.r·t . In this case the wi te 

received the dowry f ixed ir. t he Kethuba, 

2 - Divorce sought by the h uabat!d e.t•d an torced upo.r. the 

wife . r r the court decreed t he cause of the husbat?d 

valid aud granted the divorce, t he wire was mulcted 

the amovut or her dowry. 

~- Divorce sought by the wi ff> Bl!d et? tor cad upon the 

husba r•d. It the court decreed the cause ot the wit'• 

valid ar•d g 'l"tuited her t he divorce, the husbRrtd YB'\ 
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compelled to give hel" t he r>{ &J!d ti) pay hAr her dowry. 

4 - Divorce sought by ne i t her huabar•d uor wire, but 

e11rorced b y the court. The re were c ertain cases in which 

t he court co.ttpelled the h us b al!d to di-Yore• hie wi re, even 

though both deei r Hd to cou ti nue their marriege (v i de 1vf ra.) 
( n~1:,:~ , J~j'' 1}."· 1i1. } 

Marria ge was d eeme d by the Rabbinical l egialato ra 

av instit u t ion creatA d ! or t he h i ghe s t se l f -realizat ion a ud 

happir.ess or t he c ont r acting part J~s. The r e f o re, when in 

single ir.s tar•c as marriuge pro,,~d u f ai l u r e , Br!d the hus baud 

avd \fi!'e agreed to tree themse l ves rrom t he unha ppy aL'<l 

burdensome relat ior., t he c ourt could uo t aud did uot iute rfe !"e, 

The ape cir lo circumst1111cea under Which the husband 

waa er1t1tled to di'Yorce according to the Talmudic Law were 

t h A following: 

1- Ir the wife committed adultery, or led a lewd and 

immoral 11 fe . (Kethuboth 72 a.) 

2- Ir shA diaregarrlArl t h~ dietary laws in h er household 
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manog~m~nt or oth~Mfise transgressed the rittel 

laws; (lb idem) 

3- rr she insulted her pare uts-in-law in the preseuce 

of her husbar•d ; (ib i dem) 

4- rr the husbar•d discovere d arte r the marl" iage, such 

deformity, disease, or bodily ir.f1rm1ty in his wire as t o 

reuder cohob1t1:1t icm impracticable or dar.Beroua; (Kethubotb 72 b} 

5- It abe stubbOt'l!lY or unjust if ittbly refused for the 

space or a year to cohabit with him;(Kethuboth 77 a.) 

6- If' Rft "" ten years of married lire, the wife rernaiued 

childless. (KBthuboth 77 a., and Jebamoth 65 b.) 

The causes tor which a •1fe was evtltled to 

demand a.rd receive a divorce, according to the Talmudic 

law, were the rouowing: 

1- If the husbar•d refused to grant her cor. Jugal right a; 

1.e. rood, raiment, and cohabitati on; (Kethuboth 6~ a., 

70 a., bas.,d ou Exodus XXI,10) 



2- Ir the husb1rnd be c ame afflicted with some l oathaome 

ch ror.1c disease, or e11gaged 111 aome disgustiug a11d mal-

odorous occupation c::.fter thR marriage. (Mishua Kethuboth 

VII, 9.) 

3 - Jf the hushar·d was physically 1mpoter?t; (lA1sh110 

Nedarim XI,12) ~ 

4- If the ~ife had v owed to ubetuir. f rom conjugal inter-

course; (ibidem) 

5- If t he husbavd restrict ed t he wife ' s liberty or 

treated her tyrar!l!ically; (Kethuboth 70 a . aud 72 a.) 

6- If the husb&11d deal red to remove to a fore ign country 

and she refused to eccompauy him, she was entitled to a 

divorce; (Ke thuboth 110 b.) 

7- I! t he huabat?d apostutized; (Kethuboth 3') b., 

W. shua Gittiu IX, B.) 

NOTE : The betrothal took place twelve mouths 

u~!o rtS t. he coneununation of the marriage i but 
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durir.g this pl!riod the bride was legall~ aud aocially 

eor.aidored as a wire, and therefore the various laws or 

diV.:>l"CI! were a pplicable to har as we ll as to the act ual 

wire. (Miahr.a Kethubotb V, 2 .} 

There were a nwnbar or causes tor wh i ch a d i vorce 

was eritorced a gai vst t he •111 or both parties . Judicial 

separat ion by the court was practiced according to the 

Talmudic law, ar?d marriages were declarP.d vo id o~ the 

ground Of publie policy and \Yelrare . 

Among the causes ror &ueh Judicial dec ree or 

separation \fere Lhe fo llowing: 

1- It the marriage di rectly violat~d a B!blical or Tal.m11di.: 

prohib l t ton; (Kethuboth 17 a.) 

The incestuous ar.d adul t,, t'°oua marriages enumera-

ted in thP. 18th chapt~r or Levlt lcua we re regarded as void 

and null ~tthout the rormullty of a d ivorce . 

2- If the ir.Jurad husband was willing tQ condone the 



offense or his ·vir• aud : o oontluue the marriage; 

(Hishna ~ota V,l; Mishna Jebamoth X,l) 

3- !f 8 C OUplA lived ~oget:ier for ten years Bl!d no 

iJhildr'.')u •.Yore b..,rn to them, the court compellqd ttwl husbat!d 

to di•orce his wife. (K~thuboth 77 a.) For marriage w&s 

deemad a failure un less blessed -with children; a lar~e 

family was cotisidered t'83H!cie.Uy desi l"liblfll. (Jebemoth 61 b , 

62 a.) 

The divorcttd • oman, Hllf - kcsr fs ua Ii sad, 

be ir.g sE J~ ( ) was tree "to be married -to 

any man whom shfll desir~d." (Mishr.a Gittln Il,3.) 

For oue of th8 ol.auaes in her Get read: • Thou art pe nni t ted 

to be ma rried to any man." ( ibidem) : il°"'" ~~k 1'°""'~ nit '"" 

This right was, ho~'t8vq r, restricted by the prohibition against 

her .m&rrlag• •.fith cnrtain pe rsons . Amoug the latter '#8 re: 

h,.r pa r amour (Hishr•a J e bwnoth IT. 8); her former husband • l .:. 

{ 1 ~ ~.9. ~ v~ , 1.~ ... , ......... ~, •• " ... u/ 'C ~ 
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(Deut.XXJV,1-t); th• .. •a•nge,. bringing the oet troa a 

. 
toN1gn eo1111t,..7 (Nishaa Jebuoth 11,9); 'he Juclge Who 

d•olar"Cl her •o•s bJ.nding aad thereto,.. oauaecl her to be 

divoroed {Miahna Jebamoth tt,10); th• prieat and h18b prie•t 

(Le•itious XXI,7). In the laat .... , it ab9 bad been 

41Toroed during her mere betrothal and pr••ioua te th• 

aotual oonaununatlon ot tllB marria89, ah• might be lawtullJ 

.,.,.1.,d to a prieat :+ (tUah.na Jebamoth X,3 . ) 

The amount due to the wit• and secured to her by 

means ot the marriage docum& nt, lorown aa Kethuba, was given 

to her upon divorce oal1 whe.n that dhoroe had been g nutted 

at her •wn request, bJ hftr oons•nt, or had been enforced 

bY the cou tt beoaua• of t hll oulpabi t 1t1 ot th,., husbar.d. 

{Mi1hna Kethuboth VITI,2-&.) It sh• had b••n guiltr ot anr 

miad•m•anor, avd had givea her huaband autticieat eauae to 

lagallJ divorce her, ah• did aot reoe1•• the doY1"J tl .. d 

la t ha Kethuba. It a he had b••n gun t7 or a bnaoh ot 

moralit1 or ot a v1elation of a r1tual1at1o preaoriptioa, 
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ahe loat her right to it. In fact, in all oaaea la Whioh th• 

di•oro• had been g!'al!ted at th• iaataac• and requeat ot th• 

husband, auoh aa tor her deaertion, lanoral oond'14t, retuaal 

to oohabit, etc., ahe -..a l•gallJ puniah~d bJ b•ing 

depri~~d ot th• dowry. 

!he leaal atatua or the di•oroed woman waa on• 

ot abeolut• freedom. ~h• na e11t .lr•l1 released tram th• 

Jurisdlotion ot h8r former huaband, and e••n though her 

tathftr •• ,.. atlll living, h• had no authorit1 over her 

propert.1 or her peraon. f'h• had tull oontrol or ti. 

aeparate •tate whioh ah• had aoquirftd before or during 

her married lite. 

f'ooia 111 her poait ion aa a divorced woman waa b7 

no meana an tr.rerior one. Oa the oontrar1, aht seems to have 

enjoye d certain privileges Which were denied to the married 

woman. 

or Before her 11&M'iage ah• ••• aubjeet to 
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the authority ot the rather (patrla poteataa). during her 

.. 1"1"iag• h•r huabaad eseroleed control •••r her arrd her 

. dotal and panphe l'tl&l propert1. 

waa he1"' own mletreaa. 

Jr. Biblical times, when the right or the husbar•d 

was exereia•d by him at pleaaure, absolutel7 no odium 

attaehed to the divoPced woman. I 

" the r16ht or the husband to dhoro• hia ~lre 

became more and more reatrioted in Talmudic t1mea, di•oro• 

without cauae or course became :'&l"er, and di•orced women ••" 

looked upon with auapioion. Por 1111leaa it •u known, or 

request er by t!w order or the oou~t on her applioatloa, 

al1t was auapeoted or having ooaaitted aome orrena• agaiuat 

morality which oaused her husband to ••ad her ••&7· 

(Miahna Neda1"'1m IX, 9.) 
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Thie aentlmeut ..... te ha•• grow.t ao atroag, 

that it ~&118 to be oon1idered a diagraoetul thing to .. YT)' 

a divorced woman . (Gittln 90 b.) 

To the aaa1 aa~tnga aad ouatoma or the Hebr••• 

aet torth in the Talinud, llluatrMtiag the high aorallt7 

and uobl• ideals •h~rlahed b7 them, t h•r• add tboa• oouoervina 

.ru1t u tM wld.o• 

.. t with ••P•oial aouaideratloa and tender oare among the 

H•brewa, ao was it alao with th• divorced wo .. n. 

The aoral law reoo ... nded that ah• b• dealt with 

with kladn•aa a~d t•uderu•••• and b••'• .. d ••P••lal prala• 

upoa him who aupport•d ard oomtort•d her. 

Thua it ia relat4d that Rabbi J••'{ th• Galilean, 

had a 'lfJrf troubl•aom• and unrul1 wit•. After ahe had .. de 

hia lif'4 miatn•able for some time, he gave her a divorce. 

l'h4 thH•eupon re-marriAcl. Her a•oond huab&f•d became bllnd 

and waa ~uoed to povef"t7 . Upon Rabbi Joee•a learring 
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that lh• waa toroed to go b•gglag its order to auppon 

h•ra•lt atzd her huabaad, h• 1a•1 ted her abd her h1.1abaacl 

into hie h•ua• and aupported them, although Wh9a ab• waa hie 

Wit•, ahe had mad• hi• lit• wretoh•d . Hia conduct la the 

aubjeot ot Rabbinic praia• and encomium. (Midraah Bereahith 

Rabb& XVIt,a; Talmud Jeruahalm1 Kethuboth, Ch .Xr .) 

•no aot wtthdt'll• trom thy t":.llah,• 

'~ 
aa1d Iaalah (VTII,a ) and thl• 1• to b• iaterpretecl to .. an, 

•Do not withdraw help trom thy d1•orced wire.• 

(Midnaah Het"eahith Rabba XVII, ~.) 

1 fi8f )<1 l 
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