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The Historical. and Sociolo'°1c!ll lh.ck,.round of 

Tr.e Song cf DAbo~ah -- Judges b 

The text o~ tile ~ of Deborah has b~en trea~ed io 

th1:1 first char.ter i•1 order to clarU'y diffic11lt.ies in t'11:1 teJCt 

+-hat can bo c lari f1 ed as we 11 as ests.b l Atng a definite t-.x;t 

Md a defint te trans la tioo on v.;-, ich to base the further wor k in 

the thesis . Ala'> o.n analysis ~f rsla. teo 11 terary material f' r "'m 

t.l'e Bible t.h&t is directly ':le rtirent to the subject it. e.ppH'fter.Gt'ld 

to this chapter. 

Cha.i;.ter t ·KO 1.s intr oduced by a. desori ;:ition of th& 

battle1 i n or der to set the scene fo r the main discussion on the 

top~~r'!!phy of the hnd of CanaM~ as it <11 rectly r.;,18 tes to the 

~ of llebor ah mi its histJri eal r1Hicd . The vari us trH es 

ore geographically loc ated in r eference to the 5ong and additional 

rsli able SC\U?'ces; and l hl!ly 1tra indi vi-i ~1 ly discu~sed as far as 

'he material on hand can l a ad . T~e ~hole group is also dis­

cussed in the same light . 

The third chapter fi rs t contains a brief outline of 

EP'.yotian history in the perioo preceding the Song . This is 

followed by !Ui :.i.nalyais of the historic al ha!)penings from 1215 B. O . E. 

down to tho battle in '~hich Deboro.h pa rtic~ pa.tee! . I nr} ud eri a.re 

d iscussions of the events and tho principal cha.raoters involved in 

~aoh avert . The chapter is closod by a. section in v.hich tho date 

of 1 he event b&nind tho Stong is determined . 
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The fourth chapte r dea.ls wi t.h the social backgr ound . 

This chapter is diiioed into s ix oect ions . The fi rs t 1eel s 

wi ti• the theo l o,-ical back ~rnund ref lected in the Son i:; , usine; 

pr ecise qu;>ta tions to illustrate the God ides irr r>lhd . The 

sooond section deals with the wor d "Israel" and tta precise 

meaning i :i .he year 1125 B. C. E. The thir d section en ieavo rs 

to picture the politi cal str uctur e oi' the Isrt.e li ';e tl"i'tes . 

The i' ~ ur t.h deals with social eve.tor s , maln ly de lin[ \lfl tt t.l\e 

Clr.cu~tions of ~t" various tribes . The fifth deals with war ; 

i ~s Fla.Ce in society al'!c! its outward manifesta tions . Th& .,iJttr. 

and last section deals very briefly with cultur al reflections 

i n the Poetic s ty le anr inward reflections of the tine . 

Th e thesis i s closed with a ccnclusioc preseuting 

an OVE\rall pi ot\l re Of too baclq::;round Of the battle and including 

in it the major cone lus ions of t.he thesiE as ant of the r.ros 

s+ozy. 
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Chaptu l The Text 

A diacuaaion ~r ~h• baclciround of the •so~g of Deborab"1 

auat be baaed almost entirely oc the text itaelf and unfortunately 

t~e l!asoretic text is full of difficult!•• · So before we can 

proceed , it h neceuary t o clarify the mean int and the foJ"!'I of 

the t ext . 

Tnh Job , H followed to completion by the author, would 

roquire a work of much gre&.ter aoooe than a rabbinica l theah. So 

I have sifted thr1ugh the lee.dine modern and contt1111 po rary scholar• 

who have dealt witn the "S~ng" and I have tried to present a text that 

aa nearly poaaible r~PTesents W:t ~ I feel i• the meania~ and t he 

structure of the "Song." 

HoweTer , or oper tribute and reference oust be ~ade he re 

to tnat outstanding scltolftr, Georre Foote .,.oore, for after much 

reHaroh ano constant testing, his andya\ a aN! traLal ation o!' the 

Hebr ew text haa been relieo upon in t~ e ~•in . Hia translation of 

the "iong" in his • Orie Judres2 has been ado p~en oxcept in caa~s 

where other authorit1ea haTe preaected scmethlnr. that add• t oo ~uob 

to our uaderttandiag to be nee leoted. The Hebrew text follows 

mainly his text published in the Haupt Polychronie ~Hebrew Texts , 

and passar e• wniot. ~.&ve been considered imooaeible to translate or 

are not t ranslated in hi• Jtri~e• ha-nt been taken from the Enblisb 

H&upt Polychrome ~eries .4 

Hor.t1vllr, there are '*1Y paaaa,.ea W\ose rreani'll6 1s so 

obscured that no translation has been attemoted. These rAasagea 

are usually noted by a seriee of dots { •••• • ) • · 

I 



When an attempt has been mace to correct t : e Hebrew 

text, the f oll owir.g 11ymbo la h111.ve been used s 

An under lined word or lett.era re presents ---
az; e~endation of t.he ent~re word or the let•9ra 

undul1ned. er. vat. 4 b and th~ word aopearinc 

in the text is a ~onjectual word not in the or i t inal . 

In the translation, the emended word i a underlined . 

Parentheses () without any space repre~ent a letter 

that has been r emoved f r om the or iginal text . 

Parentheses ( ) with one or more apaces re present a 

word or phrase that h'l.8 bt'en deleted from the original 

text. 

Pa.rallel linu J. r epreeer.t a chanre in tht vooaliza-

ti on though no emendat ion of ·~~ nr\(inal conson~Lts has 

been made. 

One last oo:ru:ierrt before •e enter t ile tex~ proper and 

t r at i s in reference to the translation of the Tetra&rl\!Cllaton. 

In all the scientific wor~ we find the Name written in the rhonetic 

pronunciation, however in view of the fact that thia is a r abbinical 

tho~ia , I have t ronslated the Tetrt~ton according t o the ieneral 

Je•"'1ah tradition& "The Lord ." 



Judges 5.2 - 31 1 

7K ,.Ci '!1 n h is Y1!la - :i ·· y : •: T ; • 

2. You, as ones who l oosen ~he hai r in Israels 

OY :l':f lni13 
T -- ••• . . 

You , as a peo ple that volunte9r3 1tself , 6 

: ii 1il , ., :. i :u 
;T 

Bless the Lord 1 

O '?!~ ~ l , !~~ ,J ' ?~~ ~y~~ -l 
3 . Bear, ye kingsJ give ear , ye r ulers ; 

il1'~K ' :>°J K , iiliP? ':iJK 
,.. · T . T • T 

I , to the Lord , I will sing , 

: 7K1 ~ ' ' 0)K i1 1il ' ~ 1~TK .... : . .. -
Will hymn to the Lord, Israel'• Goa . 

4. Lord , when Thou wentest for th from Seir, 

. . 
011N i11 WU •1l'TY:AD ·.·: ··:. : : _, 

When 'nlou m• r chedst £rom the region of F.dom , 

7.uioJ O' n: ol nv;1 i riN 
r • - 1' - T T T ~· •: 

The earth quaked, the heavens swayed 

. ,.. 
·.T • T 

Th~ clouds d~ipped water. 

8 ( 

5. The mountains streamed before the Lor d , 

: 7K,.ll7 ' ' il7K il1i1 ' 'l!!ID 
•• T: • . . ·:: .. • • 

Before the Lo~ , the God of Israel. 

9 t ) nli 1:u i•u~ '~ ' ~ _, 
T-·: -·- .... 

6. In the d~a of Shamgar ben Anath. 
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s. 

Caravu.s ceased; 

: n ;~! ?I!: 1 \ ~j" ' n i J ' n l ' J'; i n i . 
And wayfarers travel led by roundabout p~tha . 

'1~1c.,:i 1'n in :> -i'nn -1 

Ham lets 13 
·· T : • '. - T: ·. ~ 

ceased in Isra61, 

... 14 ., , , n . . •. • •.• .. .,. 
• •• ••••••••• • oeased J 

. 15 . 
ii1 Uot 't ;).J, O i Y 

'f : ·: --

Til l thou didst arise, Debor ah , 

: '1~ 11t" il J I( 't ~ ;?!~· 
•• T: •: 

Tll l thou didst arise, a mat ron ln Israel. 

16 . ..... .... .. .... ... .... . 
nu11 n~, ., DK llU 

- T ·: T •' .. .,. 

Shield was not t o be seen , nor spear, 

Among f orty thousand in larael . 

'IK1~ ., ' Py i n ~ ., ~~ -o - ... .. -· ... 
9 . ""heart turns t o the marshals l?).of Israel, 

O>" :il u '.:l:tl n .wii 
rr ·: - :· -

Those who volunteer themae lves among the people, 

:ii H i ' ., :>13 
: 'f' 

Blese ye the Lord. 

1 " i .J ';y 't J t" ., n iin .. n i l
0

111< 'tJj,, _., 
- .. . -: ... 

Ye ,mo ride ta.wy a.ssea; s it upon 17 .... 10. 

= ~ " "~ ,,~ ~y ' J'l i iii . . ... . .. 
And wa.tk by Lhe way, sing l 



17 11 . . ....... ~ .. . 
i1l 1 , O l~~:i: •H i'P Ot'

0 

• T 
'niere they rehearse the Yictories or the Lord , 

'm 1t'""!l llln!; n i?1 .. 
•• T: . : : • 

The victor ies of • • • • in lsrse l ; 17 

: i1 'l i' ., CY O ,-,;: t;1; :i1,, lt\ 
•T ; - ~ 'f' "'° 

Then march,,d do'lll to t he gate1 , 18 the eoplo or the 

Lord . 

,,~~ ,,~ ,... ,,~ , n,1~~ , ,~, 11:i; -:J, , ~ c·- ., . . 
12. RoU.se thee, r ouse thee, Deborah ; rouse theo, rouse thee 

•tr ike uo the aonr ; 

: oY·l, ::Jf'\ 1.:. ;1'- c·· :'::l\·' p.,ll o ~p 
- • -: •; •: ·: •• - : 'f T 

Up Barak , and take thy oaptivea , 19 son ot Abino&1:1. 

o .,,., :ll,:'"v ';t-,'c.., ,, ., l fli -l, 
• • -i" .1 "T ! I - ,. T 

13 . Then Israel Marched d0-1 like nobles. 

14 . 

The people of t.he Lord m.o.rched do'lllC for Him aa heroes • 

. ...... .. . 23 Ephraim •• 
. -· .. . . 

;p.J,.JJ.:. l' J 1 J:. ;pi nK 
T ~· f' -,- • T : • 'f <: -.-

After thee , 0 Benj amin, a1110n~!l1~ns~ln. 24 

~ 'r" 1nJ ~,,, ,.,.J ,1u . . . .... . ..,. .. 
From }~chir msrch~d do,m trunoheon-bearera, 

And from Zebulun , those who lead with ti',o must.er-

master 's at&ff . 



i1, i:i :f ...:lh , :::> ... f ~ ( ) , ,.i.; , -, 0 
T' : • 'T -. • ••T •• 

16. Ind the princes of ( ? )25 Iasachar with Deborah 

y , il lDG? , ';~!:. l 1 
T"T .. •+ ·- • 

And Na ph t a li lee.128 to Bar ak · · 

29 .............. 

AJ:long tho divisions of Reuben were great diacuaslona . 

16. 

O ' n ~ !i.''..li. l , i) l'l:H. ' i'l.J'i - H> 
· - :: · - •• T:-~ ~T 31 

Why didst thou si t still at sheep fo l ds 

1 :i , 11; n ip1~ /~~; 
•T-: • ! - ~ .-

List ening to t he calling of the flocks? 

l J~· 1'1 1 11 :1 i :l Y.S I Y'i:l -P 
·· -r ··: -- ·:··: 'T:· 

17. Gilead remained beyond the Jordan ; 

3~n i"J K 1:i l , ~~7 111 
• T': T T"'T T; 

And Dan, why does he soek the protection of the shi ps? 

o, w, ., i n'; :i~ , i 1r·· 
: -y .. .,. 

.Aaher eat still on tho shore of the Great Sea 

: 1i:;i w·~ "'~, rl? 'z1 
And rena.in1 by its landing pfa'.oes . 

n·i ..17 i 1r:. l ·1 1n ~Y 1 :i ~ .. :. T - n , 
T : - •••• - \ •• 

18 . Zebulun ia a tribe that recklessly exposed itse lf 

to death , 

And Na phtali, on t he heig,hta of the open field . 

, :::>~~ :inn7J TN ~un~ J ~ , ~ ';c ~K~ -O' 
··: - - ·· T 'f': · ' T • 1' lYl':> • • . 

19. Th; lclngs c8.llle, they fought; then fought the kings of 

CanaaD , 
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i:t ll:> ' O ';y :p;'n!l 
. : .. - .. r-~- ~ 

4t 1'u.nach., by the waters of Meggido1 

: ~ ny'i tf? lC. il YU 
TT ·: ·: - ·.· 

Gain of silver t hey di d not take. 

20. From t he he~ve~ fought the stars, 

: ~ i c. ' t o; ~ on7 3 on i ?~~~ 
T : · • -:;• T · :· 

From their oaths, th6y fought ~it~ Sisera. 

091 !1 l i i ' ¥ 7n l - 10 
T !'; • --

21. The stream of Kia hon snot them away , 

?ty ' ! ·~· 1 ? l (; ~J;_(,(33 , o , i:J ·n~ t;D! 

The stream of an t iquity t rampled the s tron~ ones. 

O·i o '.J" .V :\ Z>'i il l H< - :J::> 
··:. : I ··. T 

22. Then were bat tered the heels of t he horses 

:i'1'nK n ii ; ~ n ii ; ~ 
T' • - - : - -: - • 

From th6 gallop galloping of hia steeds. 

n in, 36 t1K ~J, 1DK ,~,~ ~iiK -l ::> -" .. 
23. Cura~ ye, Mer or., aaith (the messenger or)36 the Lord 

iP :a · i' 1 i ,K ., 1K 
T '.·: T 

Curse ye bitterly its i nhabitants, 

il 1il' nit;'} ~K~ ~'; '~ 
- ;•,• ; T 

Belauee t hey O!lllle not to the help of tl-e Lord , 

: o ':in ~ ~ ni n, n J~?. ~ ... 
To the help of the Lord, like brave men. 

24. Blessed above all women shall Jael be, 

::t1'.:li'l ';n~ .J O ' Q/il .J 
' T : •; T ' T ' 

Above all nome.d women shall she be blessed. 



illnl :J~n \. N~ o , o - ;,, 
T:T TT -T 

26. Wt.ter he aned , lllilk ahe g aTe ; 

: nKun "~ , ipn ~ ,, ,~K ~F .• f~.· 
... : ': T •:. • ·-

I n a bowl for l ords ahe br ought bi111 sour mi lk. 

3 I.. • \ n , ~ n . , ~~ 1 :i" , ;:-, ; , - i ::i 
I T ·: I : : . ···- T'T' 

26 . Her ham to the pin she reache<! 

27 . 

o , ~ -' n~u~il~ ~ J, n , 1 
• ··-· : - : T • • 

" 9 Ar.1 her r i ght hand to the wor kingm&n' a h8JIU!ler"' 

~9~n1 nsn~f J ' uii n pnu( 40 . ~u '7ni 
'.i . r: r-T T -T T • T • : lnf ~ · · · · .. -

And hammers, destroys his head; smashes e.nd 

des t roys his temples . 

):.::::ir '. :i J Yiu ,, , 'ili ,,_3_ -i ::i 
TT - r - T T ·.·: -

At her very feet he sank down , fell at f ul l l ength , 

l~ still , 

On the soot where he sank do.:i, there he fe ll , ki llod . 

3- , ~ 1 il9 P ~l l~~nn ;y~ -~: 
T • • • -- - • 

28 . Through the window peered 
0

and 43 . 

:JJ~~o. i YD ~i C , v OK 
T!"; T • T " • •• 

The mother of Siaera thr ough the latti ce; 

Ki~~ 1•J1 t~1~ Y ~~~ 
T • •• -

Why does his chariotr y fail to corre ? 

Why t arry the footfa lls of his ohariota? 

44il • J i , l ~~ n, niil n i u::::in - c::::i 
1 T - ,-'-'- T •: T : -

29 . Th.e sages t of he r pr incesses reply; 

:~ ~ n , ,~• : , r~ ~ ,r ,K 
T .. ~··-: • T • 

Yea, she answers her own question . 



,, 

., . ;. ) ., ~·';.; . . . -· 
30.. "Ho d oubt they are 1'1o<'ing, ciYidiog bvv\.y J 

A wench or two ror each manJ 

45 ( ) K1 C" L? : ., ~~~ ~';.t . 
r; · T: 

Booty of dyed stuff for Siseras 

47 46 'iH..' , 1 N h ~ .:P n·.lj? 1 
-r-=' .. : -· ·-T: • 

) i10"'1 
T; • 

A p~ece of embroidery or two fo r the neck of the 

queon mvther . 

i11n" ~,~~1K ~~ ~,~R " 1! -N';. 

31 . So slia ll per ish all thine enemies, 0 Lord 1 
--r 

· · · 4o · : ,n ,~l~ WO~i1 nK ~~ ~,~ ~ 1N1 ··'"'.;. ·:: - .. . - ·: -·: : 
But Th; y frie'lda a ha.11 be as when the sue rises in 

hia po...er. 



Chapter l AP ea.:! ix J. 

f<e.Lt.ted Lit<erar· :>Ourcea l r. Uut BllJle 

Thore 1.3 aol"ethir..· unlque l\bout t.'r\e ~ t1'.a~ h wn r th 

noU!ll h'!fo:-& "" furthe r our ir.vea ;i atlon . Alone L"l10nt the 

early docuinenta the Bible"" flnd an origical docu.'TJ9nt , na,..,ly 

Tho SonL , 1uppor ted by a cr~ae account oove r ins the sa!ll~ ,,v•nt , 

namely , chapt"r 4 . 

olde r but fr om thoro~h res~llJ'ch thore c~n be lit.tle doubt ~hat 

tne ~ ia t.he earlier ~y far. In fact it 11 und oubtedl~ con-

to~roru:eo\13 ~1th the event, either having beon sun& b~ Deborah 

he r sol t (so T9.eubler ac~ Bert.:1au49) or b:1 anothe r cont~:ipora.ry 

{so :.loor o , lfellna113en , Burney. etc . ) . But t'1ere can be n n doubt 

01' 1 ts co:.te-'!lpo:- e.ry nature; as Studer aald 1 "Onl:,• ;oc:.o OM 

actua lly conco=ned, who nod ext~rienceo the e t froatery of 1r. 

insolent oppres~vr dir~ctec a - ain1t h1~aelf , could exrr~~' hi~self 

with t.nh •ll""lfiO· hatred ;>°/tlr & c'ond foe ; not a J'O~ l\vin"' 'lOl!lO 

cenlur le' lator . ~ 60 

Jn addition to this , tho poetic g randeur d' the pooo , v.-noce 

ve r y sound a a re reflections of the ba ttle field , aro"a hew real 

the ev~nt muat h&ve been to lh~ author . l'he cloaing socti~n d~al-

lng with the scene in tho puaco of Siaera 1• an addod to1.1ch , 

aa '.'oo'"e c :tlls \ t "the ?i "i.lesaness of tri urnph " ,..hie!- r">flects 

the livino- sni r i t ot tho tinloa 'l'fith1n t he poem itself . 

H w1Jver , chapter 4 is lnTa.luable u • help 1n 1'1ll1n& out 

the o1oture of thP ti~es t.nd ~he si~uatloo . S.R. Driver , Burooy , 

)~ooro , 5.br genst.ern , Taeubl~r ot al , show clearly that we han two 

I 



~leinents in chd.pter 4 ; one1 c ompr ising verses 2b , t - 9 , l~b-22 , 

comes f rom another t radition ot the ba~tle of Deborah th e c!lr'e 

into the hands cf the Deut~ronomio hiatorhn whose work .,,a.s 

in turn confused by a l ater heno . This l utor Redactor ttt.kinr, 

the ruun~ vf Sis or a Sld Ja.bin , joined the tradional sJOT) rl th 

a different story of Jabin and Hu or 51 , compr ising veraes 2a. , 3, 

lOa., 23-241 aud lilen tha L..test Ret.ac •Or foun.d il. , it was 

!ll ra e.qy joined • 

Ho.,l!ve r , chapters 4 nd 5 conu.i.n essent ially the same 

account of the ba ttle of S isera. i'ihen we disr egard t he e 1e!'lents 

that have pr operly no o_nnection with S i s ere., i .e. in regard to 

Jebin .ind Hazor, it leaves the gene r al r e pr esentation untouched ,
52 

ti 

for the varit.tiona a.re minor tl.Ild are or l y di!'fe:rent in non• pe:-tinent ...... 
mr•t ters. ln our la.~er discussion~ , chapter 4 wi ll b e int troduced 

a~ needed and accepted wit hout extend ve d iscuu ions . 

It is also ~ oessary to note uiong our S"'U:•c es Judges l . 

This cha pter , though it cMie into its or esent :Josi ti on much later , 11is man ­

i f estly extructed f r om an older v:or k1153 and "in hii.torioal value far 

54 
sur passes any other s our c e t hat we pos aess for this period . " .\e 

will also see in the Bless.bigs of Jacob (Genesis 49 ) a vdua.b lo 

literary so urce th at i i pi1.rt , i.e . v.ith t he exception of t.he b}a.ssiug 

of Jud ah 'l. rxi pdr hapa Jose ph , "retleots the situation af'~er the 

sett lament in Cana.an but be fer e the co r ona tion of Se •tl. " 55 R'!lfcrence 

wil l also be made to J oahua 11 . 1- 9 . 1·1hich 1s " tho echo that survives 

in e. l e.te t.,xt" of t he earlier· accourt o.C the victory of Zevlllun 

56 
and Naphtali over Jabin and Hazor. 

. ' 



Notea Chap~er l 

r· ... 
l . Henceforth to be referred u Sonc in thiG 'M:>rk. 

2. Moore , G. F. JudGea (in ICC Series) New York 1910 

3 . lloore, G. F. The Hebrew Text 21 Judges (see Bibliography) 

4. Moore , G. F. !!l!, Eoglith ~ ~ Judges (see Bibliog raphy) 

6. This transle ti on makes use of the .) essertio.e 1..hat is trans l ated a 

"As"; sugg~sted by Taeubler 1n his lectures on the ~. this 

e.lso occurs in verse 13 and 23 1 "as heroes" 0 .,, 1.Jl:land "s.s 

brave men" 0 .,, ,~ l:J.. This tre.n1Jlation is also proposed by 

Pauline Cassels and M. Vernea (noted in !bore, Judges, page 138 ) 

See f urther on the use of :. essentiae in Gese.oius-lautu ch ll9b -

page 379. 

6 . The sama .:i. esaen tiae as in note !; • 

7 . Burney, c. F. ,!E! ~~Judges , ad 'loc ; Uo ore, J uoves, ad loo , 

a. 

10. 

., 
agreeing with Budde and following the LXX ' (Septua• gint) . 

The gla. • ' l "C ill h as been removed by Moore . Burney , Taeubler 

1U1d this see'Tls necessary - - Albright , Song of Debor ah a nd Archaeology 

not wi..thatacdiog ; f e> r it 'breaks the meter and disturbs the parallelisrn. 
....... 4 

Jael's r.me does not seem to fit here , thoueP- Taeubler feels that 

it can re.main since ne mske s Shamgar contemporary,but Moore, Burney 

Albright (op cit. ) Maisler , et al 'ftleke him an • ppressor of the 

previous generation(s) . See further on Shemgar, below, cha pter ttI. . 

Moore's revoca.liung of the word nin , ij "highw.ya" to 
j. -

"caravans" has beon a great h el ~ in understanding the aooial sit-

uati on, and ha.a b een a generally aoc~pted emendation . 

n . nin i K ... needless reoetition or obably eomint in f r om the similar 

"WOrd of Terse 6a; see lloor e ad l oo . 



• 
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12. See V.oore, ad loo . 

13. i .e. unwa.l l ed villages . See below , chapter III. 

14. Moo re su&~est that most of Vie stichos has d r opped. out and 

we have j ust the remainin& one beat. 

Ui . Tlie tra.ns la t lng of ' nup u e.n ai·chaic st>cond i'emfoine singular 

has improved the text by r emoving the per snns.l element in the 

exhortation and resoundin rather the cry or the war:iors . ~ee 

rioore , ad loc for fu r ther confir~•tion 1 also Gese~ius Kautzsch 

44.Jt, µl ge 121 . 

l G. The, trc.:u~ation of thi s verse would be en tirely conjectual and has 

been left untrans lated f ollowing Moore. 

17. This i s a tentative translation of t his verso as the text i s 

so corr upt that lloare refuses to translate 10 md 11 a, b' in 

the text of Judges an d lll!lkes only a pr ovisional translation i n 

his Haupt Polyo~rome Enclish +;ran s lati on which is here quoted . 

Pfeiffer in his Int rod ucti on ~ ~ 81.d Testament , ;;age 325, 

agrees that we cannot trans late t hese rarts becou~e of the very 

bad state of the text ; and the rm.ny attempts at r ester ine the 

text , esoecially Burney ' s, are not convincing . 

18 . Probably the g ates of the enemies ' c i ty a Moore , ad loc . But it 

i s very obscure m d di ffloult to explain pr ecisel y , si nee the 

for mer verses are s o obscure . 
,.. 

19 . If we vocalhe the word 1 ! ~!1? to 1'~ fll we will &e t " thy ca? tors" wh i ch 

Moore , Burne}', Blank and others aoprove of' anc suggest tball l t 

adds a flavor of the t il'OO S of the Jud~e s; cf. t he story of Gideon 

(8 .18•21) and his revenge for t he d eath of nis br others by the Mld ianite 

Kin gs (Moore , P• 150). 

. .... . 



20 , For t his trwula.tion ~o ... re ha s rod o ono of his few 

emendati ons , but th i3 emendation is not cons idered 

itre?roa ch ab le; see Book of Judges, Hebrew Text , in 

t he Jit.upt Po lyohrnme series , P• 35 . In Judges , 

Moore aoo a not. even e.ttem?; to t r llllslate this verse , 

wd oh is &ignifio&n t. 

21. A.a a part of the r econstruc t.Lon , i ~ inste ad of , 1 ~ 
-T -: 

following ve r6e llb . 

22. Consistent wi t n 1.rerse 7 'Uld the removal of the f1r s t 

person , so he re. Alsoi7 i s mt>re consis tent with th e 

thought than ~ 'J . 

23 . Ne are very unsure of the for m of t~is vurso o.~c its 

rmaning ~ Moore r e fuses tt> t r ...r.alate it . 'lhe ve r se 

definitely r e fers to Ephraim and is ot he rwise bao ly 

preserved. Elven the emendati on that changes 

to ~ OY ""Valley" does not i 1T1:1rove our unders ta.ndins; . 

24 , A fu 11 uxxl erstandi cg of this verse is difficult t o reach 

in t he face of the uncertainty of the previous verse c on-

corning Ephraim; b ut I feel t hat Taeubler f o l l ow ins the 

lead of Burney has pr obably devel o~d t he mos t plaus ib le 

understandi~ of t he verse . Hose a 5. 8 contains the exact 

sarne stat ement.a "Afte r thee , 0 Benj amin" as the war ory 1 

a battle c r y t hat was as mean i n&ful to t he peopl e o.s the 

shofar and the trumpets. It is likely that this c r y c8J!le 

from t his firs t gr eat united battle of Israel wt:eo li t.tle 

Benjamin already showed the spunk and c ourf!.6e ~hat was to 

lead it eventually to tho position of l o'4dership 1:..nQer Sa1ll • 

I 



We ltnc,w frolf' the later stories in Jucr,es s nd from 

J os_hu• of the struggle and the neu t! estruction or 

Benjamin. This constant fibhting t Ji d.t of tl'is 

little tribe became lei:.eno ~r;,· from t.ne onys ot' uebo rsh 

s.nd i t is in til l s v ctrse th at we can see the first uso . 

Deborah ii h .udi ag Ben,1amin ; and 1.his war cry rhe.t 

originated here wa.s to eoh.o it1 way down into the 

later hist o ry ot Isr&el so that i t we.a Q byword i n 

the d9.ys c f Hoa ea . See Burney The ~ of Juo(Sea, 

ps.ge 133. 

25 . According to Moore , this emend~tion is dubi ous for 

the sentence a.s a. Wl. o l e h dH'ficult to uaierst11ruL 

However, eimitti ng th e J m&.lces a little 111ore ser!se of 

the ver se E\nd is g rsmma.tically more possible; verse 10 

has pa.rs.llel forms of constructs wi th J but tre ve r st1 

i s so unct-rtain that it is difficult t.o depend on it . 

The construnt 'ri th 7Y is nr;t toe unusua l as mentioned in 

Gesonius Kauttsch section 130a, but our rec' n~tr~etLon 

needs the mrallel "princ es 01' " to oorr6s pond to "l•art. talL" 

26. rr we change the irocaliu.tion of this word simply Crom 

a Qireq to a pat a,4, r 11tading 02 f or O! , we have the fhraae , 

" the people" of Deborah in p&ral lel to the "teal to Ba.rak" 

in the f ollowing stichos l this is suggested by Budde as 

quoted by Moore , Jud . p. 155 and is acceded to by Burney . 

I prefer this t r anslationJ but it seems to me t.) bs t oo 

muo h forcing of a vo<Jti c f' 'ltter n on th1 s v e rse w•1 ich j s 

so confused anywa,y , so no e'!lend e.tion has b .. dn ll'!da . 

I 
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27 . ¥oor~ , Burney end nearly all the other authoritias 

agrEle tho.t the nMle N&pht11.l 1 :Jlnst have dr\'Jpred .Jut 

frar, here ; And it is absolutely necessary that 1'l'8 

h'lve a. r~f'erenoe to the o•,.her lea.:iin.~ tribe of the 

coalition. Als., vis kn•w frolT' chapter four verse 6 

that Barak is froir. l-ia.pht ali and that he brought 11. 

l art;e number of troo~s wi th hi.'ll • 

28. Any attempt at transl9tirJg t his stichos iJ.t'~"I:> 

pi:i l :::> "u lasaohe.r, eo Bare.kn cannot stlll'ld if 

.-,e aoo~pt the ir evious note ; ~Ilk ing ., :n. t: " i;o -"
17n:> l • BowevPr , t.h1s leaves a. pr oblem in rel!ard 

to the w:> rd 1 :::> , l :> ho.s the mse.ning or "6upoort, baJe 

etc . " And we see ti1 is confirmed in the Ugari tic use 

or a simila r word as st-awn in the n ew Kohler Baum-

gartner Le~ioon1 thus Burney ' s translation -- 'And 

Naphtali leal t o Bsra.kv 

29 . l!oore bas left this ve r se untranslated in his J1.1cgea 

and he makes ~ att empt a.t transl a.ting it in his r.nrlish 

translation in we Ha.upt se r ies; but it is nearly i~-

possible to mike any aense out of the verse and it is 

best left alone. To quote lt4oor e z "unintellegibi lity 

forbids us to sa:J mor e tha.n rt'1 t is impossible as it 

stands . " ( P• 153) • 

30. Th111 1:1 11~ndation is obvious if we compare the b pilrt o f 

verse 16-•here we see nearly all the iwt.horities hr..ve 

accepted thia with"lut questic-n . Le . l6b is a e; l Jsa or l&b . 

31. Moore has imor oved on his e~rlier tr~nslatiou in his 



Eni liah Translati on of ~he Book of Jud r ea in the 

Haupt ~eries by e.ocet ting the t r snslatior. t "~t the 

aheep-fold a" WI i c h follows the parallelism better 

t nan !the ash hes.pa," 

32. The tnnah.tion of this oo rt of ver&e 17 is so depen­

dent on th6 entire h i story of the tdbe of I>an tha.t 

'•T 
a not.e will-"8offioe . ~ee tl'1 fl foll discussion belt» . 

33 . 1 H7" P 'm la repetitive g l oss r:£ the first t110 ,·,wda 

of t.he verse; !ee L:oore, ad l oc . 

34. The roconstruction of the t ext here presented follows 

a sut;ge::tion of l.'.oore in Judfes , P• 161; but he imned -

iately qualifies it by s~yill;' Lhat he has no confidence 

in the reconstruc t ion . "StreMI of !!IJltiqvity" i s a lame 

attempt at best to so lve the ire9.lling of the s !'cond word; 

om tt1ng 1 i 'L' ' r ) nl t he rt"st of the st>nteno., must be 

made put instead of fu t nr<:! and ., ?!I J must be ., ,\ :i .J 

a new change in vocalizati on . t'i'hat we have is an e:ito lan-

ati on of the firs t stich• s b y a par al le 1. 

35 . An euy r evO'! f'lhation to the p&.ssive which fits t tie dis-

cription of it1jured horaea . See l!oor e, Ju ad loo . 

36. Contr ary to 11\Y usual practice, l have left a. WJrd in the 

text though I have surrowxie~ i t by pa rentheeo: . Fo r t.bore 

felt no problem in the word and has left it in; however,, I 

must agree with Blank tha.t this is very likely a la.ter a.dd-

i tion.; • ad di ti on t ho.t ie quite conunon in the Be:itateuch 

when 'fie s.ppe8.rance of the Deity bo.s been covered over by 

male ir.g it "an angel or t h& L()rd" 

:n • , lvii , _111 n ;.I\ a.n e bviouo gloco taker. over from Chapter 

} 



4; 3ee Moore, ad loo . 

38 . The c hange from t l e feminine pl ural f uture t o t he 

singular with suffii: mah s a muo h more understandable 

text.; lob or e , ,Jud • ad loc • 

39 . The exact inean1nt of the wr r d is still unknown, but 

Moore h's suggested this meaning hiinsel t with res-

ervatioo3 ; Jud gu, ad loc . 

41.) . The na.m of Shere. ms been removed by 1.-0ore e.s a 

l ater addition , and t his cer t ainl y hel ps both the 

atyle and the force of t he verse by keeping the m.eter 

~ and letting eaoh verb smash itself on the lis Uiner1 

J\liges , &.d loc. 

41 . The ommiasion or t he Y&V f ollows t he ?"eviou& suggestion 

and a dds to the strength of the sar.tenoe b;r leaving a 

continuous flow of action w1 th out intarruption; Judges , 

ad loo . 

42. Moore auggeata the r emoval of t he repetitive ph rase "at 

her fee t he sank do wn, fell" , though it is tempti~ t o 

l eave it in as a very strn~~ poetio devise; see ~oore , 

Jud ges , ad loe . 

43. The 111eming of this word ia a1-ill unlcnown end it rema.i.na 

the beat as untrmalat ed; .SOo re , Jue i;ea, ad loc. 

44. The ad dition of the yod a.nd t he alight revocal i zation 

4 5-46. 

reading 

it oid in verse 26 - Moore . 

ihl JY n dda us he!'e aa 
T~ -: -

Wi 1hout the v iolent rearranging of this verse aa under-



. • ta.ken by Burney, th13 best effort · s t.o remov~ the 

few repedtive 'P:l) rds tha t. se'J:n (lut o! placei w1ll the 

result is a cle1>r , poetieu ly fi ne ve rse; l'oore , ad loc . 

47. The emendati ox. adopted hers he.a been put f or'Ol'd by 

Ewald and followed by Blank ; of all the many sui;ges-

t i ons this seems to bo one of the best and certainly 

fits i nt.o the ¥Dnder fully painted picture; Voe.r e , 

Judges , ad loc . 

48 . The ou.ct form of thiE wor d i s not too important, "Hi.a" 

or "1hy"; but in s pite of Moor e ' s offer inr a oaronornasia he re , 

I pr~fer Burney 1s a.c~eptirl( of the mo re consiste~t r 9ad-

i nga t hat we do have in o \;her texta of "Thy" J Burney 

The Book ~r J udgea, p. 11.67 . 

4S. Bertheau, £.1 Kurtgefasst es Ex~6etieohes Handhuoh zum 

Alten Testamsit, Vol Vl . Rlch ter und Ruth , p. St . 

60 . Studer , G. I .a Das Buch der Richter gn.matisch und 

hist.orioh erklaert, 1842, aetond edition, P• 166 -- as 

quoted by Burney, op cit, P• 78 , ~ote . 

51 . Cooke , G. A•t l'he History and Song of Deborah, P• 6 . 

Also s ee below, chapter III. 

52. Bur ney , op oi t , P• 82 . 

53 . Moore , Geor~e Foote s Judrea , P• x~xii-xxxiii - Kaufman, ~ • • 

Insists that the essecce rif tre chapter is much earlie r then 

Deborah because of the lack of any mention of the .Phil/ istines 

(Toldoth Faemuna Ha,yiaraelit Vol . 1, Book 3 , p. 628) 

54 . i bid . .. 

55. Pfeiffer , Robert H.1 Introduction to the Ola rastair.ent , r • 27~ 

5€. i bifi ., P• 328 



Introduction to Chapter II 

The Bat t l e 

"The kinfS came, tl.ey fought; t~ en f ourht the kings 

of Canaan, at Taa nach , by the waters of Megiddo; Gain of silver 

they did not take ! 11 Here in precise and strikinp phraseolo~ 

do we finn a poetic summation of t~e event that took pl 3ce at 

the historic crossr oad of the valley of Jezreel. Here is 

succi nctly described the end of CA.118.anite pOiVer; 'lnd also , it 

describes the first
1
unitP.d victory of the Hebrew tribes . ./hat 

br ought about this batt le and what was represented in it must 

be the subject of further exploration m d discussion . 

The batt..le was e. c1.l.ltnination of strategy and planning; 

and Debor ah , or her contempora:r;, wlio sanF this song , re3.lized 

the importance of the engagement and l!I'.!.Y have \inder stood fully 

its import for the future cf Israel. As Uaisler puts it : "The 

very size of the engagement , over 40 ,ooo men wt,o bor e arms , shO\Ts 

its i"lportance , 'lOd even more ilnport:-int is t he fact th-it. thPse wer e 

not trained soldiers in order ed co1111nan1l , but £a rmers and un-

t r ained tribesrnenj all in 111 ttie implication was that the forth-

comine b;ittl e was of the ~l'e.'.ltest importance to the enitre Hebr ew 

settlement in the new land . "2 

This battle was not an engagement bet vreen two t;r oups i o 

contest for some historic maiclen•s hand, nor the honor of a 1Tarrior . 

It was the obvious arxj necessary concl Lsion of the economic , 

social -mci political turmoil of this age . The fact that six Hebr ew 



tribes joined a.n::s to nght, a cocicon 1'00 , a coalit.ion c.!' 

Canaanite kint;s , shcms even aore clear ly t.hat a ere~t deal 

was at stake . rhd decline of Ep,ypt. a rv.I tl1e enroact.Mnt. of 

the Hebre-ne forct!d the kinl":J of Cenaan to :auki.:i their last 

desperate attempt to restoro tt.eir tailint position) 

Cor.trary to the story of t.he '!vent portrayed by tl.e kedact.or 

(E2 , acco1·din& to '!Urneyh) , t.he Canaanite opposition of the 

hebremi VRS an att.emp~ to stem tho tide 01' encroacnr.:ent and 

occupatio;1 of the newcomers by those establisher! in the land . 

Thr Son~ i n no way r epr esents the exultnt.ion of an oppressed 

group over the d01'nfall of iho oppressors as t.ht/Jsual pious 

historical notes of t.hc • etbct .... r d"nc:te ; much to the contrary, 

tlte paean cf vi.:tory is the exu..ltat.io:l of an a g essive victor 

over the f~llen enelll.Y . 

Ther e can be no doubt th~t tho:-e was ;1 loflE ~n~ 

concerted attempt by the Cana11n1te kinr;s t.o break the p<111er or 

these new inv;iders . S If we f o alon with l!aisler who accepts 

the Habini ur t.he Tel El .lr::iana tahlet.s as t.he Hebrews , 6 it 

jn easy to see the st.rai n Ll1ul. was put on the l!:r.yptinn nmstf.'rs 

of t.he country by t.l1e~e -;>er siotent and n;-:µressive tribes . It 

is little wonder that. •rith the end of r!rryptian pan er, the 

0Am.an1t.e kines would try t.o hrei.k the power of these tri"r.-s 

hof C1re they ;<rer e brcken b;r ttac111 . l'llC . oppressior: only drove 

the entire :rro11p tozether Rncl 1'orced tile kinf;ttl of the Ca03.anite 

citiies to co!'le out in ~ concerted att.erpt. to destr oy these 

tribesmen. 
I, 

"1 



As Saul t'IJ1d to at.tack the lJlVadi~ Phili£Ci 'leS on 

their chosen gro~nrl at Gil boa, as the Persians '19.d to attack 

the Creeks at. Tbermoh.ae , as I.he Syrian Greeks had to a ttack 

the !Jacab~es in t.heir mountains , so the Caf'a..·vute ld..>1~ had 

to :itt.'.lrlc Debor::ih at ber chosen place . 1'h<noh Rowley speaks 

piously of the fH7Her of tbF? spirit that ~ve the poorly equipped 

l!oh.re:i~ vict .:>ry ovct' the heavily arnorer roe , 7 JJaisl er8 a nrl 

Ttleubler contend t.ha t the ~eni 11s ol' DPhOrflh brourht about th~ 

victory by hP.l' sLrate1dc pfarmin1• anci BAnk • ii capable exec~tion . 

llaisler contends ti at the CaM '\nit.es ha<i to drive 

tht! Hebrews Iroi:i the str::\te "ic control of lihe t.rade route that 

i:a. ssed by ?:o•int T;i.bor, for if they were nor:. nxp<9lled the, 1.nrl 

there , t.hi:>y 1ould push into t h1-J valleys 'lnd cut. off t.h~ hi-fo1ay . 

It was a 1'i rie st.rateeic position l:.hat. Deborah hart and the heavily 

armort!d foa could not reach her , /hen t,hc rJ.i:is c·;me , Deborah 

cried out. : "Arise , Bara k" anr! the Cana<tnite kirirs , faCi'lg .an 

impossible military situation1hecause of t;ho mllri, turned to 

flee . 1'hen the vi1.:tory .1as assured. 

\'lho tho cont,enrtin~ forces of Ll1h hattl"' ,;ere is 

import.ant to not.e before Ne ..:o furthE>r . The kings of Canaan 

1·rere ltnrlo, btedly from t.he valleys of Akko and Jezreel with the 

main pivot at Haroshet~oii.:n , the city of Sisera, which has 

been identified •Vith Harithiyeh at the "13.i:'I course of the Kishon 

where it entE'rs t.he T>'\j' , i.e . near the I rot of the Carmel. 9 

In 9.ddition to ~'c>.rosheth roiim were t.he f·1mo•1s cities o:: l'aamch , 

Uee-i<io, J olme'llll, Ibleam, "!ncfoerh3.pS soioo sma Uer ones . Tl<iis 

:; 



coalition W'3'J heav' ly amed with the "t:lnks" .,f the c:ay, mztal 

chariots , r.tnci it is 'llso likely th:it the sold:'..er were Yell 

arr.iort:.d . 

A631~st them ~ere arrayed the two coalitions of Hebr~w 

tribes i 10 the northern r,roup of Issachar, 2.ebulun a nd Naphtali 

and the central Habrew tribes of Ephra!.m, l..achir (see further 

in crhpter II) ~no Benjamin; and we know from The Song, verse 8 

that tt.ese tribes mustered 40, 000 poorly armed men ("shield was 

not seen, nor spear").ll 

'Aut Y:h3.t can speak better of the battle than the Sonr. 

itself: tl.e cominj:' of t.he kinrs verse 19; defeat "Gain of siher 

they did not fake"; the ?:iin and storr.i contr ibuting tot he r out , 

verse 20; confusion a~d drowning in the Kishon ' s swollen strenm, 

verse 21 And verse 22 . 

... 



Chapter ll 

The Topoe;raphy of the "Song" 

Let us "'"' examine the location of the V.\irious 

tr~.bes and turn to lsc \char first . Lfoore feels that at the 

time of the Song Issacha?" was dwellinr in the hills between 

the t\'IO •ral:.eys which descen(t f1•om the eastel'n and of the 

Great plain of the Jordan; anrl r-zy even luve comp:iratively 

early occupied a part of the r~nge of Gilboa . To the northwest 

it reached to the foot of Tabor , whel'0 it met both Zebulun 

.'.J.nd Naphtali . However this is admittedly cohjectural since in 

our principa~ geographic source of the period, :b Jn.-1 •es 1 , 

(see above • Belat.ed L il.~rar,y .s UUJ:'l,;tstl) r~::iachar is not men-

tioned, vthile the b0t.rndaries deacribed in Joshua 19 .17- 23 

12 represent a much later time . 

However, the omission in Judges 1 can be the key to 

lead us to understand a sob.tion proposed by Taeubler and sui:-oort­

ed with 'V'!riations by Maisler.13 The name Issachar can be con-

strued as ~~~ o~K, the man of hire, and the description of 

Issachar in the Rlessines of Jacoh implies pr~c1sely ~his : 

"Issachar is a large- boned ass , couching bet1.,een the sheepfd>lds . 

1"or he saw a restinE plnce that it. was good . And the lan:l that 

it w~s plP.asant ; And he bm.,ed his shoulder to boar, a~d bec~me 

a tributary laborer" (Genesis u9.lhf ) ( i:J1Y o.:i'; translated 

in consirleration of Joshua 16.10). t<aisler asserts that this 

shows that they vrere hired laborers to the Cana:mite kines . But 

if they -.ere already under the ~ana!lnite control this would be 



a revolt while it seems obvi.ous that Deborah is leading a 

b.'\ttle : a~inst oppression ::m~ for territorial. am political 

agp,r~ndi~ement . lh raeubler sugge~ts t hat the Issacharites 

were hired laborers on tne vast estates in the valley of 

Jezreel which were personal property of the Pbaroahs . This 

~ituation i s re flected in cne of the 'i'el el Armana tabletslS 

from a prince of lilggido to the Pharoab concerned with t he 

proper distribution of labor 011 the fiel ds of the Pharoah in 

the Emek. 

Thus we have the interesting situ~tion of the Iss-

acharites l i ving in the hills around the Emek ano being mainly 

occupied in tenant type labor fo~ the Egyptian :nasters of the 

country. 

Thia location of I ssachar clears up the problem of th~ 

location of the town of Karlesh in chapter it, verse 9- 11. If the 

Kadesh is Kadesh Naphtali , i t makes Sisera •s flight extended and 

hardly consistent with the fast action of .he narr ative . Rut a 

Karlesh in Issachar has been identified at the modern Tell Abu 

Kadis, 
16 

two and a half miles south- east of Mer iJa.o, and about 

the same distance from Taanach . It would be unlike~r that an 

important town o! Issachar would be here unless the I ssacharites 

had l onr, been ch-1ellers inthe Jezreel region vrith sooe ruling 

power that prevented their subjugation by the Canaa-i ites. 

Zebulun and Naphtali were the other members of the 

northern coalition and lived to the north of Issachar . According 

tQ Judges 1.30 and Genesis h9 .1J, with a later explicit account 

in J os hua 19 .1~16, Zebulun was setl,J~d i n the western part of 



.Loller Galilee , in the hills north of t.he great plr.in .17 

apht,ali m-:elj t i\1rtt.er north rmcl nore to the e:tst , for we 

learn in Judces l . J l c.hat. Asher "as settled north or Zebulu.n 

an d .;est of :faphtali •18 1e also kno.v t.11.at aft~r the conquect. 

of Hazor by the coalition of t:aphtali anrl Zebul in (sPe below 

-- chapt'!r III) the territory of ~!apnt:i.li extended nl"·u to the 

19 
Huleh for Oars tang has proven that Tol el Qcdah is t hP site 

of :mcient llazor .wd this location is "four r.rl.les west of the 

foot of the Hulela. 1120 U so G'\rSt"lnr, hri.s located K'lciosh lhphtal i 

in t he eastern upper \hlilee21 anrl Ulis is mP "ltionPd in J urlges 

L .6 as the ha.::ic o~ Barak. So borf r>rins the E:nek to t he north 

anti t.hP north east and 1.yin~ ast.r~ ii~ nil i n partial po:4seis::don 

of the main trade routes leading to Syria , we fin<l the t wo 

pri:"IC:ipal mecbers of the northern coalitions Zebul.in anrl 

;faphtaH . 

Th~ Joseph t.ribe3 that were always so i:nportant in the 

history of Israel e~rned this position early, for tr e southern 

coalit.ion that fought "11. th Ile"'onh \faS c~oSPli of t h!!S~ ri'Jes . 

T ... e l~adi m~ tribeJ ;ras Ephr.:iim which, 'by the time of the ~' 

ha<l t3ken CO!'llplete possessi on of the centr~l hill ~ountry lator 

knovm ::is the "hills of Ephraim. 11 22 ,·/e see much of the actual 

i;eorraphi~ location in Jutires 1.22- 29 : i . e . we s ee I.hat Ephraic 

was able to expa;id to Eeth El, but she was stopped in her southern 

expans'on by Gezer . In the Ehud- Eclon 5tory, Jutices J .12- 30, 

we learn or the early cooperation bet.ween t.he large tribe Ephraim 

C\.'ld her sn11.ller brother t.ribc BenJamin 0. 27) in dr1 vin& out a 

Jloabite occ•1pation of t.he Benjamin coi1nt.ry north of Jerus!\lem; 23 



oo it is not oifficult to cencr ally fix t:er torrit~ry anc'I the 

t rritory of Benjamin in the same cr.neral artia in ·"hich these 

t ribes ra situated later in Jewish history . 

Benjru:iin was 3 brave tribe even froin these early 

clays .:i.'1.d it is a tribute r.o ;, he coalti on tl'.a.t Ben._1amin came 

with ~phrai:n to Deborah ' s aid. 24 However, bnvery notwith-

St.1Ilding, B'-n.ialllin, and Ephraim, were not likeJ..y to go away 

fr'Xl t..lleir homes in the so>.ith to o to · h0 pbins of Je:reel 

unless thoy h:i.d well estahlished tho1uselves and felt safo 

enoogh Lo le!lve their hoccs md families to swell the number 

of Debora..~ 1 s fol1..0ffer& . (See below on the si a.at ion or JU(!ah . ) 

The third J.>s~h tribe was L:nchir . Accor ing to 

Burncy25 ~nd lloore26, there is no doubt t}.nt :!.'ichir is Uanasseh 

in verse 14 of the Son~ . Tho..tgh t!ana~seh 10 ht.er al.J:iost ex-

clu.sivel:t :i :'r:l"ISjor danic tril<!, it. se~s certain th:it:. :!:ichir '.TaS 

c.is-Jvr<lanic ,:\t t.r ... t,ir.i-" of ~bn"Mh, and ~ho ::iovP.:nent. ~cross the 

Jord.ci.n rTaS 'l reflux ,ov~ment . 27 This seer.:s obvious frorn the 

l!CO"'raphic rel:itionship of U:tms eh Lo Ephrni.::i as shown in Jut!-es 

l . 27f, ~or ~his verse lP.aves no doJbt hat u.~~hir extended to 

I.he edi:e of the ~Pk where her prorTPSS was halted by he !:t:.ri.1g 

of Canan nit<> cities that were to pl.Aly such -9. r ole: M& ~ Reth Shean, 

Ta3rth, Iblea~, Ueggido. It unrloubtedly was Machir, of all the 

three Joseph tribes 1 that oT!lS putti08 great pressure 00 the~C 

cities which comprised in part the coali' ion t.hat all of the 

Lribes opposed under Deborah. 

i• 1t I.here ,,~re many tribes ot' the Israelite brotherhood 

that did not. co:r.e to !!""Gido to aic. Dl?borc.h . AS we kncr.r fro':l 7he 

Cv.1 , v r.;e:> lb <l:id l~, th') t ,..; hes of the northern nci sout.her!'l 



coalitions comprised six triMs . Yet Deborah exp~cted more 

t.han these six, for it seems th~t her idea was th"t "when 

Israel is arrayed in arms against C<lnaan, every 1 ribe 'lnd 

cJan is bound to come for.1ard to the support of the National 

God . 112R AS we will see later , (belo~1, on Jue1ah etc .) Judah, 

Sirnoon 9."lri Levi i7ere not in aey position to rome to t.h~ aid 

of their brethren, out there l'rere four trihes that se<>'?lerl 

tt' be well settled in their t':'ibal locale 'lnd were secure 

enoti!'h to be at>lf.: to send troops to this import.3J'lt b'l.tt.le; 

but. Hho clid riot part.le ipa t.e . 

Two of these tribes are Tr-insjoroan i tribe~ : Reuben 

~id Gad (Gilead in verse 17 of the Song) . 29 .ts we see fr<mi 

;lnmbors ch'lpter J2 , fro1:1 a J sourct1 :.1\~I'.'< 1·rlln~ t.;u Pfolffer,30 

there was an early tendency m1nifested bj· the Transjord-lci c 

trib&s to separ~te . The story of the altar built by these 

trj bes on the banks of the Jor<1an, Joshua 22 , is a late 

st or~' , hut it r ef lects the sanE problem. Tliourh it is cle~r 

that the verse in the Sone about Gar anii Reuhen r eflect 11 feel­

ing tnat these t·.vo had a res,ionsibility t.hat. they did not 

fulfill ; still we c:i11 cnnclucie that thP.l. t'.,~od as ·1 I•· '"'ier 

for the other t.ribes I.hat prevented any incLfions from the 

desert. as we see later in th,, story of the Al'lmonites ~nd 

JCLhcsh Oilearl - (1 SamttP.l 11) . 

Though there is no :nention of Reuben as specifically 

Transjordanic, yet it is obviC' :sly coupled wit h Ga d "1vho dwells 

across the Jordan" anrl the -::ont.irntous history of these t \•O 
., 

tr:i b"lS seem t.o con '"irrn 1 "5."' location . 1hile J\ld""e~ 1 re "lects 



the inv::Lsi ons of Judah, Joseph a.nd the nor...h•rn triN!s , 

there is no 111antion of thP!P two Tr:\nsjord~ · ,. tribes , so 

·•e c:.ight corrhde th3t they were alr eady settled in the 

Tra~sjoro~\ c couotr:r . It r.rust te noted , ha:rever, thQt there 

Tas a sen5c of responsibility on the pnrt of Reuben, .'.lt least , 

f or thP. expression, "Amone th~ divi~ion.:J of R•ubPn wet"'? preat 

disc·tssions 1'f (Son .. , ver!le lS) i::rplle~ ttut Deborah ' s rN>!n1l nrers 

harl been in tile lan:l of Rc Jben , and Reuben could not mke up 

his mind . 

Two matters th.tt. hav1> caused ;reat deal of discussion 

in th. ?..:-1l:1sis of the Son(; a re th,. locations of D'Ul 'ind sher 

accortiin:i to t11e COJIJt:nts about the::i in Sonr: , ve~es l 6b, 17~ 4C • 

rhcse two tri~s , like the Transjord~n1c tribPs, did not r espono 

to the call of °'3bor ah , Qn<l were also ht!ld rl'sponsible for 

1'h11 ori'-"in of Asher is 1.m<:l•'lr, for unlik~ her nei-h­

boring Ihn, she did not migrate ft'om tt e oouth but necns to r:ive 

bePn in lier his1.orical location fron earl,} t i ~s . In t.he chron­

icles or bo•.h , Setil and R:lnse$ : r, re!'orences 1re fO'l'IM t.o the 

Asnru31 in the hir.terhnd or P oenicin . Thou~·h this does not 

pr ove anythinf absol Jtely , yet. it it ~ossible to assume t his 

as correct , for t1'1s is the cbvioua t.errit.cr.• of Asher ln tt-e 

d..'1·~ of i»l orah 3 fel'l £ChC:-at.ions lnt(jr. l!a.isler supports t.his 

vie11 and even apprai!'"e~ the di strict in wt ich she settled : 

"Asher had s ettled early in :i wenlthy dist.rict :".J1<l '13.0 l!lost 

succesful in ac •u:..r.i 113 wealth a."ld :u:ipli: work n:!th the Phocnic:ians . 

A:U:o the land was 1'ert•i le anJ tie ~.-:..ct.& ar:iple to accociod'lte 



their pr oduc+,ion (Asher 's we~lth is morit.i oned in t.he Bless­

in('s of <osee - lJeuteronorey- 33 .24-2~9 .n32 

"Asher sa.t still on the stior e of t.he Oreat Sea , And 

renairis by it,s landin:i places . 11 {Song, verse 17b ) ; sure)J• we 

have here the scene of a contented triba livinl"'. iu a good hnd 

•" and ha vine friendly r ehtionships wit.l1~neiohi-,ors, the trading 

Phoenichn.:. . The Proeni.C!illns c'lid not oppress the ne;v_c c.ners 

h!.!t rather took advirnta~e of the :::t.rength lnr' e::i.r.erness of 

this tribe t.o foster the coon of the are.a . Thus it seems likely 

that they were not. 3.Ctually livinf' on r he shore of the Mer!iterr-

ano::'.n, but hr the :3ea in the hills behi•1<1 thP Phcen:ician towns 

and rrobahly se.t.tliJie and \rorkirrr runonr the .f'hoenicians .33 

De~pite non p·Lrtic:..pl'ltion, A.sher profited from the 

victory at l.~e"'o;iclo ~nrl was able to extend her influence further 

dovm the coast toward the vaJley of Akko . 34 As B'> e came to 

take a.n important. part in the northP.rn cotlitiou with Zebul~ ·n 

and Naphtali when t.a .. u1Asseh, under the leadership of G deon, t~evt 

baclf an east Jordan attempt to- recovel' "the-valley of J e;:ree:.35 

(Judr:;es l .3J- J5) ; so it shows her related geographic position, 

for it had obviou~ly ch:tn~ed so that the E~ek re"ion was of her 

concern at this ti11.a ·uhile she Has mere or less ohlivio1s to the 

situation in the time of De~orah . 

~ven more enigmatic than the statPment about Asher is 

that concerninP Dan : "And nan , why does he s eek tli., prot~ction 

of the ships ?" (S onP, verse 17a .. ). ThP vit.al que~tion in this 

verse is 11hether 1t the time of Deborah Uan had settled in the 

'lorth at L'\ish 'lS Yle art! told in .TuJpes :6, or whether she still 

ll,7 "'i th :th li" 36 B 37 - ·~ 'al M·:p l•I '!'I " sou . • Ov1'!~ , 1.u lt:l 1 .1.attU l1J.~ J.· 1 lirt:l l...t:it'i.' 11 



that Dan haa alrP.:idy l1li ••rated north , l'l:ile Rowle~)S an,l 

Alhrizht39 maintain that tl•ey were .,till in ~h~ ~outh . 

It sef'ms much m.ore logical and likely that D'iTt h3s moved 

to the nortr , for at no 'uirne was 1).-m on the sea in the 

south ;and we see it1 the Samson st.cries that Dan is pushed 

into narrow confines abet.J.t Zerah and Esht.:iol ( J•vl~es 13- lf) 

in his tir.te . From tr.is we must conclude that the D;i.nit£s 

of the Samson storit!s deal '1itli a rr-'111'\ant that ms not moved 

north, or are c,lder and preceded the Song. ,fe do knmr that 

L'lish was under the protection of vhe Sidonians even thou.Ph 

it was a relat 1 vely lonl dist,ance .from Sidon (18 . 7) . ,'#hen 

a larf!e part of t.he tribe of D::in moved into the area, it is 

not. unlikely that some mirrate<i clown towar(l tt.e coast'\l a1•eas . 

Perhaps like the Aaherites they worked for the Sidonians , thus 

cor:1int: under their protection of these sea f-lrer s , characte~ 

ized as "ships" . 40 tie mit'tl conclude this also from Dan ' s 

position in Yerse 17 , :t,.e . Dan it1111e<ti11t.ely followed hy Asl1er ; 

as Rouben antl .Jn.cl . 

It also seems likely that D-;n ifas in the north and well 

settled, for Deborah implie& a definite r es9onsibjlity on the 

par1, of D:>n to c0me o.m1 fii:;ht. . If Dan WAre beinr so pr essed hy 

enemies that he was soQn to mif'rate , it is not likeJy that 

Deborah 1vould ex1>ect help from this source las we '.till see late1· 

in regard to Judah . But a 1-rihe settled at the hearlwaters of 

the Jor dan in peaceful country with opportunity for employment 

and t r ade With the Phoenicians coulc. be expected t o come to the 

aid of her brethren. 

~ I 



The testimony of silence has tu be introduced 

in regard to the remaininr tribes , for i11 the entire Song 

we find no mention of the tril:es Judah, Silneoo, or Levi. 

Opinions vary an this suhject, Garstang feels ttie silenca ~ 

plies that Judah (and Simeon) was l~te in nevelopin" political 

independence and therefore v.as note ven counted amon£ t'"te 

tr:t~s of I3rael. 41 Ccoh~ !"Aintains tl'.at Juchh had not yet 

realized corporate existence ano had not entered into any 

close connection ttith the other tribes . 42 L!oore sut"'eats 

since there was an amphictyony , 43 all tribes were responsille 

to co!lle tind fight : "it is very significant tt:At Judah j s 

not n:;imed st. all. It is uifficult to 'lvoid tho inference that 

ti.e z)Oet did not count it among the tribes of Israel. It was 

orii.,'inally a small tribe, whi<'h gre\1 into L'llportance hy um on 

with clans of different stock (Caleb etc . ) , a!lcl it was separ-

ated from J oseph by a Canaanite belt ; but these thlnPs har01y 

accoWlt for its absence rrom the son~ . (Sim.eon and Levi are 

also wantins;:;)"~ 

Taeubler and RooleyLS are "'ior~i 1r.lined to ;ui opinion 

that seems to fit. logicall,,v into t.he ent.j re picture of the 

tribes . Their opinion is that Juda! did not come, nor was she 

rebuked for not comin , because she was effectively isolated 

from the central trihes. If her warr;ors had left ~heir homes . 

it would only serve to invite the attack of the Canaanites. Rowley 

adds tha~ , later on the Israelites coulJ u.'"lite against the 

Philistines despite the Canaanites because the Canainites hgd 

• 



come to recognize the Philistines ~s a r:rre11ter onemy. L6 

Since Judali CO'tld not CO"le , sht> was neither 

r ebuked not praised, for her isolation hac prevent.ad her 

from Dal't,icipation i n the rreat vict ory for t he Lord . h7 

Indeed, it wo1lci be very difficult to :iss-.ime t,hat Jud.:th could 

have been i~ a compl etely disor~anized state at this time, ·.vhile 

occupyinp the position that is r efl ected in Jurlges 1 . Simeon 

is linke-i Nith Judah in Judges l a nd also i.S not mentioned in 

the ~· Ne m~st conclude that the reason is t he same . 

The tribe of Levi ha.s a most uncertain ni~torv. How-

ever, t he lack of llilent ion of Levi i n the Son~ is very likely 

not for the same re~son as Judah and Simeon , f or Levi oipht 

easily have dt~appe~red ~s a tribe much e~rliar . Tris we can 

conclude f rom t he lack of any mention of Levi i n Judges l , and 

the s tory of the wandering Levites in the h ter chapter of Juoees, 

17 ff . To conclude aeyt.hing from silence in relation to lavi 

woul~ be impossible, for no hints even exist that it nti.Pht have 

been an or banized tribe at this date . ,fe may have further li r)lt 

on thR subject from Genesis L9.5- 7 and Genesis 3L, the Dinah story , 

in which Levi is a participant in the atrocity against the Scheche-

mites anci is curseo b:I" J acob i.n Genesis 49. Perhaps one oJ' the 

r esults was ost r acization by the other tribes or revenge "99 by 

Hamor •s reht ives . Also note Simeon is t he other participant . 

A discussion of the topography of the Song is oot com-

plete without mention of the Kenites . However, in r eality what 

we have is nearly all conjecture , for we have seen above that the 

mention of Jael as the ·1if e of HeQer the Kenite is a r.loss in 



verse 24 of t.he Son~ . llo:vever , Jael appears as nebe r 1 s -
wii'P in the fo1rth ch'1pter of Jud!7es nncl t-o1.h as Kr-n:!tes . 

All ne actually kno. is that t.l:ere lf'a.S a tent of Kc-nites 

loc~ted on the edge of thr valley o•· Jezreel , and that thC'se 

•1ere Dedruin& ;rl.o .Tere not foes of the CnnaAAites , th0<1f'.h t.ney 

were strongly t.ied to thP IsrRelites . Hov1e\Jer, our KenH.e 

heroine defined the r ehtion.ship vy strikine a blow for t.he 

freedcm of th1:: Isxaelite tribt-s . Perhaps she nas a SJmbol 

of the lasting relations b.c:~ween the Isrnelites ano the Kenites , 

a fact not. totally unlikely accor c!ini• to l..orvenstern• ~ ·•Ork on 

the Kenite Code and th" related cate rial , 48 for :Jorr:enstern has 

implied ti a~ the firs t prophetic re:.'or iation under Y.in~ ~sa -:ms 

related directly to Kenite infl~ence . 49 

The t opographical de$Cription has ~ own tliat the 

Isnc.lite trlhes ;·ere so situated in Canaan that t.he next 10"1.cal 

expansion for the northern ana cQntral tribes was into t.he r:i.ch 

Emek of Jczroel r e,;ion . Tht: new pres~ure f r om the Phili a t)nes 

on the sout.hwestern tribes ha<l blunt.e11 dPvelop -ient in Lhat direc-

tion :i.nn the far north had already been "ell occupieti, so this 

salient th.:lt stood between the CPntral ano norther n t r ibes ha rl 

to be squeeze d off in order to compl ete t.l1is phase of the conquest 

and settlement of Cam•an . The Canaanite kin ·s must have been well 

a.-rare of the situation <lnd feeling these pressur es triod to stop 

the inevit~bl e as Yre 11ill see below. 

But it is also import'lnt to recognize tbe locat.ion of 

the tribes that did not come , for indirectly• ney phyec! a r ole 

in the battl e of };!ef· -ido . i'he bul.1ark presented by the 'I/fell 



settled eastern Jorrlanic tribes to W\Y incursions of the 

nomadic desert tribes farther east ~~ve added security to 

the cnnfederation ' a battle. And it is possible to SUP.fest 

that Asher and Dan in tne north and Jud.:ih in the south s erved 

similar functions . 

So perhaps ail of Israel vras in a vray at Jlei:-iddo and 

Debot rab shmvs this by not cursing the tribes thl'lt could h"''"" 

come but did not. . The only cur se 1as on unkno•m lferoz in vers& 

23, a wonderful parallel t o the blessin~ of Jael . H~Rever, 

mnch is involved• here ··or most authorit ies feel thqt t.eroz .13.s 

an Isr:aelite village that not only did not come out to fiiitit 

!or the Lord, but did •1ot even imped• the fleeing Sisera as he 

passed their gates .50 Thus it was cursed and the fulfillment 

must have come to µass , 51 for t he name lr'.eroz has been l ost fran 

history. Perhap.s the phrase , .l ~ n ... ~ "may his name be 

blotted out" recurrent in later Hebrew literature can be applied 

here . 
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Chapter III 

The historical ~itwition 

lt is to EfYP+., that we mru;~ turn in or der to 

u nderstand the ?liztorical tncKcround of t.ht> Son· of Leborah. 

Since Egypt ' s rise to empire , tie ~rcvin .. e of 

Palestine rcmainud rc .-1larly a possession of the .. 11aronh 1s . 

ThutmoSP n:, ca 1500 B.C.E. , npoko of one- htlflrlrcd- niMteen 

cit!t>S that he hac cartured 111 Cam ::rn, 1 ,net even in lh79, 

B .c .E . Le~gido was sacked2 bl' t,he s:i.nie !11.:iroah . 

The rise and f· 11 of t.he power o" th,. ez::pirc alwa~·s 

IT3S r~ lected in ~hP control of P~les~il"f' . ior over ~ hundred 

years the i'har oahs Amenhotep Il and III kP.pt a fin GT.:tsp on 

P:lles;!ne as the) aid on i:.~: pt . Ho1'cver, the relicious re for.._er, 

A'khenat on, 6a . 1375, left t.he adm.inictr:ition of the enpire t o 

losccr han•ls and ~oon Pa l ostino YtaS beset by invaders , called 

tl1e Hahiru . 3 This perivd is >.1;.ll ... ocu1~nt.cd by t.1 e Tel cl A:i::iano. 

tahlet.s , ann they s how th:it E~~tian power w3s on tho want. 

After a period of Hittite domination of SJria and 

P·llestine - caJ 1375- 1360, the empir e was r estored :'\nd the 

first Hittite invasion nas hluntcrl . So wo my ~ssume E~'Pt.ian 

powe r was acain prirnry in P1lestin1an fontrol ; t.hou••h we knorr 

tlut it wa;:J t.he r esponcibility of t.he very able Ph:i.r~'\hs , Setl I 

nn:l }L'\r.ise~ Il to uestr oy tlie Can.:t:'\:rl.te tmms nf K.'.lciesh <tnd ~th 

Anat.h , respec '" i v.,l,.'i' , uring their rei n.s : Stt i I , lJlh ~ .C .E . 

tn 1292 R.C. E. , n.'\:::ises Il , 1292 ~ .C .E . to 1225 f. .C. E. ?rol>a!il:; 

• .. 



as a result ot' independent revolts . 

A new t hr11at to Et~ ~ti.an power came from the sea 

peoples wr o nere "lil7r1t.ing in force fro:"l t-he A'?gean 1~orld, 

nev1ly b'3S~t by i"lvac1inp northern peoples . Th'1""e4 people first 

broke upon · hiJ EEYJJt.ian e!'lpire in the laLer y.'lrt cf the reign 

o! .fWnsf'!s II ; enrl lfer~ a re·~ thre."lt to his SJCc"'ssor L'.erneptah, 

1225 to ::..215 . 

i.1flicte.-1 in the wartin ... y~ars of t.he reigh of is aged father, 

f<amses II , and he decisively defeated thP. sea peoples and drove 

them .i'rom th~ gat.es of Egypt . l.e also cainpaimed extensive!~ · in 

Pnlest.ine '\lld S:rria Ant! t.:.s fg, 1011s sti>Jr.1 , ca . 1221 F .C. E. L 

boas ts or hls l.!'JJ!J~ll1,.''\S in the !lrea . 

Upon the death of ~erneptah ca . 12155 the t hr one of 

Egypt was .i.surped bJ a Syrian prete nder md aO'l~hy re.:.sned in 

the territory that ivas formerly under the firm control of Ef;.''"Dt. . 

' This arurchy lasted fifteen y~a.rs until the acl?ssio11 of Set !Jekt 

i!'l 1200 when a vi :;or o•ts restoration of Er:yptian power was mane . 

After a brief Nign, Set Se!ct. was succeeded b:' th€ c:i.p;ihlP 

Ramses llI who st renethened E!.D"flt. l :in po"1'er an11 defeatE-cl t:."lP. sea 

peoples in a :reat ?UVIJ.l battle . But on "lis death (ll67), no 

st ron17, successor ros1• to the Em>tian Lhronc and a decline set in 

th~t saw the h~ptian pO\Yer waning i~ Palestine; ~nn it was in 

the y~ar ll60, that the compliate ev.:i.c·1ation of Palesti"le hr ErJ?t 

'i.ook pl3ce . 

Tha period that is direcLly r el.at.Pd to the battle lnd 



by Deborah i~ from the death ()f ..:Crn•:pta\·, , ca . 1215, • ... o :.h0 

end of Er.vptian power in P1lest.iM, ca . lllO . Such chaos 

reigned i:t Ev.ftL at t11is t.il'l'!! , 1215 - 1200 that, as nolJed 

a oove, a ~yrian us ;.rp~r was able to seize th~ tiirMle . 6 As 

a r~sult, i;h~ 1101 over the ernpi.ra wa.:> t<>r.iporar~ ly slackened . 

To the Cana1.ni~o cities this break in effective.? 

control I:' t.he E.zyptians ga•1e them more indepPndence . But the 

relaxing of Egyptian prr11~r ~eant. t~at these cities then had tc 

con.t~nrl wit.h llebre;Y tribes dwellin, • in th0 hills t,o i:.he norLh, 

so· 1th and ea.~t of t.he: V3lley uf Jezr~el . rrae terror of the 

Carn.'lnites 1 ch:i.r:l.ots see~en to h;iv0 b0 en P.ffertive in keepi~ 

t.he 10re '!- ·r~ssj ve t r ibe!l frun t..he V'.llley, for .he major 

Can'.11.nit.e cities lay at t.h0 edre "f the plain and were concerned 

o~l.Y \'fith tr:ide thit !->assen t.hr o11l7h t.he vallPy 'lnti th<> h:i.rve51.s 

or thf' V'l.llcy . Also t-hese cit:.iCIS could nor be atr..'1.cked b;r the 

poorly trained arto ill eqJ.ipped hill fi&hters . However , the 

respo~sinility hnc riescended to theie citi~s io keep the o:-der 

formerly enforced by the Ei;\ ptians , 'lnri "h e.> nuisance value of 

r aidinP hill trioes b o.came a very trying problem. 

To the north 1 lon~ the m~in t rade r oute I r om t he plain 

of Jezreel t.o 3yria, lay the cit~' of Hazor , inenaced hy the r.P.7<-

cornin"' trib~)s especially Napht3.li -'lnci Zebu1'in . l'he chaos in the 

E~rpthn empire after !.!erneptah 1 s death J.nd th!.. result~nt bre:lk­

ddVm of the control ovv the major tr"de r outes "Vl1'1 <i Jid.zor 

face tho men1.Ce of these tribes , cut off 1'ro111 the main Canaanite 

poner . Exactly .that ha.;>pened is not certciin, t.liou;-h .'le have two 



accounts of the h:ippen'i n~ . The older accoint, ::d:xed into 

the prose account of' the battle of Deborah ir. Judc~s L, 

cn~pr·uu~ Jud~s _ .2a , 3, .Oa, 23 nnd 2u . Here we dirccrn 

the s~r~c·lP.s as 2 conflict between Zobul1n-~~phtali and Jabin, 

tie ki:!S of Hazor . Ho'7i:>ver, we 3re provt ded With a fuller 

account in Josh•Ja U . l - 97, lfhich F1'r.iffer characterizes as 

"::in echo" of 1.l:e story a iludec tc in J·•d(;es L 6 lhat must 

havtJ hap~ned lras t.r ~t tl.e absence o! E~ian control ov .. r 

the msiin t.radP r oute b r o11rht incrco.serl raid& by t.he hill peopl,, , 

p r ob:lbly liapht.ali . !hen Jabin , the king of Hazor, set out to 

suhdue th~se people rnr. opi>n ·!' hi"' lin s of' con::m."'lic::i!.ion. 

If the Septua""i.nt version oi' Joohua ll . 79 can be -elled ufon , 

we .:an sut: t.1.-t.L J abin ...,~nt i nto t...he hill cott."ltry :i!'ter these 

tribesme'l; l:ld he oet. t},e I sraelite tribc:>mw in b:it.tle at 

l~eroo, (Joshua ll . 5) 111 the f.ebrer. text . 111rs:.:in has iden­

tified toero::i ' s location in the hills of northem G:llilcc , l O 

so even :tithout the :idd"tion in t.he U:X there seems litt l e 

doubt, t.h~t th~ t raclit.ion r eilP.cts 'l1l at.t'lCk by Jabin int.o the 

country of t.he tribesaen . This was n fatal error for him 

since his ch'lriots «tire ct no use thr>ro 1 anci he wric defeat d . 

His defonsel ass city wo.J thAn t aken by the trihesmen of Naphtali 

and Zobulun and the PO"••er of the Can'lllnites was br oken tor al 1 

ti:nes in t he upper ~.lilee . 

Not only ns t,he c~na"l'lite p01rer broken in the 3.rea 

but nor1 the tri be of Naphtali wa• on the r.oin t.rade route frotl 

the north of Jezreel l..o Lf.banon , thouRh 1t is not to be inferr ed 

that they i..110edin.el.v set about t o cut this transpor' .. ~tion line, 



~or it W!la of groat co:uror~ial v~lue to thAa Israelite tribea . •1 

HoweTer, no furiher action na to.lcec at: this time , 

~ithor by the Israelite tribes or t~e Canaia:iite cities ic the 

E~ek, ts far a• we Ln~#, for ne la~ger power •tr ugi;lo w•a 

res=. Le. the ~i t~.ite- r:-:·ptian strucg le 1 Wld t ho new 

fllaroah i et N~kt reestablis hed much of he Eryotian ?Ower in 

the e"lpi r e. 

Tfe ~ therefcre conclude that mother period or 

Egypt ia.n at re~th held in check the ru r t,her ambition .. of tho 

Is r aelite tribes end any repressive action of thu Canaanites . 

Perhaps wo r-ay conjecture he r e that thla is the ti-o of tne 
ol'1 ....... 

~ir ration nor..n l\ Since rhe generally acoe pt. .. d reriod ot' t he 

Philistine invasion ~f tho coast of lo~or 1 ~1oa1ine 1a C'a • 

..-!' 1130, 12 he mi~ratlon m\at hav~ o~cured after that , r~r as ~o 

have seen at-"ve . '-3 by t h3 t1'719 of Deborah , Dan was aln•at"y in 

the north. 

liowevti r , ths per1 'ld of renewsd E"yptfon cor.trol.wu 

short and with the death of R&rllaes I II (11~7) , ~ian. con~ro l 

'>f P&le.;tioe ata.rted to slip completely1 IU¥l , as we have .. 11-

tioned above , 14 by 1160 Paleet ino wt.I an &Tona , rr~u for internal 

etr u11:gles without external intorfe rence. 

Tl'• Canaanites were q~ick ~o s a~~o tho daL.or of the 

perio~ , for they had seen Hu or and the Canaanite power in 

the nor th ho.ti fallen in the ••r evioua intorregcum in Eupt. 

Ala? , if our conjecture ls correct, the ~cve::lC r.t of DilD from 

I.he south to t~o nor th ce:nor.-:;trat.sd t:he UHi dan. er • roia the 



aoa people . his fir~er lsr~olite huld on the ieol&ted 

north br oUt;ht about the aettli nss of Dan , ino r~ased the 

proasure on the Valley 01 Je&roel me put the Cana&tii tos' 

trad e r outn t.o the Z:?~·th ia cuch i;roater potential de.ager 

than bef~r,., , 

It was then that tt.e C..naanite citleG toolc 1ctil)n , 

"Carav&'ll c"aaod , and wayt•rera trne lled l:.y r cunc.'about pa.tr a . 

H&r.1let1 co~•~~ ia Israel,~ (Sonc, verse 6~ b , 7a) . Fro~ tn!. 

we l::l&Y conolude tt'lt ~ ni..ed bt.nda wect forth from the Cenunite 

oitioa with the i.peciflc II.in: ar disrupt.lag ths developmunt of 

the Iliraelite tribea a.no of nluating tl.d r activities before 

th~y coul:l beco~~ t~~ ~ rea~lve. These an:ed bt.nds probably 

went up into "he area a.lon& the traC:e ruutea end oeatro1'c 

the unwalled Jgraelite villa&ea that Huro the genn c~n~ era fer 

inor H:Jint activity a.gai11St ~he C111aa.nltoa . 

'nlere wa:. one particularly a0r~1tiTe Canaanit~ 

leader who terrorited the Israelile tet.\.hrr:cota ao ~hat he h 

speoifioally rt.1H1tiened &s e pitomiiing tha period , "In the d~o 

~r Sho.r.~&r ben Anath" (Sonc , verse 6a ) ,16 all ~~eae ev~nt1 

started . I+; baa been augt;:>G~d tha t. Sbora it t ... ,, sen and 

:wooe.:iaor d: ShM1gar acd a histnrical 1uoco111i en is s hown in 

t.he Song. However , there is no ce r tain foundation for thi a , 

since th~ ao le ba.si s ls CID th~ dmi l ar l ~ ot tb9 aouroe ot 

their Q&.'llelo 
16 

Howisver , we oan be oarb.i n tnat the Can aa.ni t.u embarked 

on an increuingly &l&re .. dvo Ollr pa.ign •t&io1 t thtt 1ir olites as 

the gr1 fl or the Sgyptians l oosened ; .od Wlc!t'ubtedly !he heaTiut 



lw.uded effort wa.s tur&.ed on to t.he lssachari tes. 

The lo~atlon of the bulk of the tribe of Ibsachart 

was in the vall ey M Jer.ree. l an d in the hil la about the 

vdl ey1 wh~ tho tribe was aao workill! on t-he r oyal E~ptian 
17 esta.t"3s in the Talley . At t 'ir st the Issachari tes pr ob11.bly 

oontinuec! at. their work even thoueh their Egyptian masters 

wa re h nving the onu ntry. Probably when the li:(Vpt.ian power 

collapsed, they continued at t heir ':ror~ b~t j~oama restive . 

Tre Canaanites , fearin& thi~ rostivenes& set to subj~gate them 

aince the Canaanite cities we re left f ree ti) cl:>mina t e anc 

profit f r om the r ich p l ains . However , the new mas ters whose 

weakn9ss was internal struggling in the d ays of e11.rly out ­

side cl o.nge r s as reflected in t.t:e Armana texts , 18 probably 

aid not present a united front. in ex~tnding tn,,i r c-:-ntro l~ 

On t he other hand the increasini; numbers and power of t he 

Israelite nibes probably excovraged the Isaacharite~ 1o 

try to gai n thi s rich vd ley for thei r O«l rat her t han serve 

now :naster s . Comz:lon cause had long been ~. w1 th the oth~r 

northern tribes of Zeovlun and Naphtali (above ohapter II); 

and tl1 e succes& of the latte r two in b reeldng the Cancui..ni te 

pov1er in the nor th probably enl·ours.r ed th~ l53acharite1a to 

hope for success . 

}.lo d oubt common cause bad been me.de also with ft.ach ir 

on the southern side of the &iek; am rlth r estricted ex panaion 

in the south.I by t.he Canaani tes and t he pr essure of t he Phil i..1-

tine s , Ephr aim and Benj emin were also ready t o join in picking 

the ripe p lum that fell fro:n th e EQ'ptian tree . Howeve r , it 



Hem that the irrmediate ca.aua hlU n.s the represi.lve 

t. ch nique of Sh.ulgar ml! nia ilk ; aa~ thil reprflU !on, 

ha.vi~ luted ovor a perioc! or a !'ew decades gave c11.cae 

tor the Iara.elites to unite . 

The moot procti.c.eat. •mber or the tribe of Iuacbar , 

the pr ophetess Deborah , 1~ sent out emiaaariea to all of the 

n orthern &Del central Iare.elitoa trit>•• • even to the far nor"th 

and acro u the Jardon . The pu l.etyptiaea , having gi von theM 

tr i~ea a ohance to settle comfortably into their n~~ly eon-

qu•red landa,baa ende dJ now W"lll their chance to drive their 

local enemy out of bis las t poa1t1.on . 'n\e Iarselite tribea 

20 al reacy UDited by a colllllon ft'J ~h , now could complete the 

subjugation c.1 tho rich nor there part of the cou.ntry by aiding 

their b re thren Of lbSACh&T to beat back tho rerro~~iTe actions 

'1f the Canaanite cl ty !ords anc ., e t.abliah Israelite net;o~or.y in 

t he nlley of JHreel. 

The gathering of the n .rioua tribes to aid t holr brethren 

oi' Iua.ol\ar did not escape tho n llt lce o1' the Can•anit.,~ ; u c 

Si1era, th9 kiag of Haroshoth golim , tho lead!~ ruler of t~e 

u;iak, cal led upon all the lord a (Song , vorH 192) of the oitiu 

of the Emek to oome out agaicot thh •'!"3'Y of 40 , 000 11·rei;ular 

l&raelite tribeainen . 21 The other lords of the val ley were 

aw~enod to this gr b&t threat and re•ponded with all their 

chari~try so S!;ara mustered "SOO ohari ota or 1roa"22 and 

came out against the Iara.elites he-aoed by Barak, the &rvlJ 

23 
co:rr.ander froir. !.a;>l:tali . 



The Date 

The bettle must have taken place in the latter 

third of the 12th contury B. C. S.. ::e have aeen .Wove ':hat 

tl'>o fir st blow for freedom came about du:-in~ the !'frat in-

tarregnum of 1215- 1200 ; and that this period was followed by 

over th!.rty y"o.rs of peace until th~ des.th of !uses III ( lle7) . 

To allow for a. ~eneration after the eo.r ly oppr~ssor, Sh&mga.r, 

is a conjecture , but r easonable ir the light of v~rse 6 3inco 

the implication is ~ pr ot r acted period of ~bressive suppres~ion 

by the Canaa.ni bes f r om t'lis early oppr ei.so r. If we usume the.t 
[v 

the Euptian withdrawl wo.s coa.~·leted by 1160, we clill place 

Shamgi.r at about this time 11\'X! pl.Ji.oe tie battle between Siaera. 

24 
and 3arak about thirty five yo ars later, i .e., 1125 B. C. E. 
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16. This concluaioa is based solely on veree 6 of the 

§onga Judges 3.31 must be treated as unhistorical, 

an insertion that was put i nto the text later thmi 

the Deuteronomic author of 3.20 and 4 .1 -where the 

• new story st~rta ' when Enud na dead', refering to 

chapter 3 (l~ore , op oit. , p. 143.) . If a comparison 

with 2 ~amuel 23 . ll f ia made, we see that the story of 

Shammah the son of Ar.e1 The AJ"arite may ha.ve been <.h e 

source of Judges 3.31 f or it eee~s to be a oearly exact 

copy of the statement t.bout Sh9Jll&ar hen Jllath 1 n 3 . 31 

of Judg9s , (2urney, Jwgea , P• "75.). ! Sa'.:luel 23 . 11 

:i :, l ' , . . . . : o ' n l ~ _ ') :; _ _ c. :i J y i , ••• • •.•. 

Ala o the use of t he n a/114'! of a C1rnsar.i te dri ty in the name 

of a Jewish hero is unheard of in the Bible (~oore , ibid.) . 

JJa.islftr has aharn that the name "&nath" 1a of Hurrian 

origin and is the nane ot' a. familiar Semitic deity u aeen 

in the ~sn itio Raa ~ha.mra texts . Th6 name •Anath" also 

ao!ll are as a Burri an ciei ty both in the Boghaskoi texts and 

in the non- Semi t ic Ras <:>hall'.ra tab lets. (Maia ler, Shll1'1ga.r 

Ben Anath, P• 193) 

16 . MoPre , G.F., Shamgar and Siaera, P• 160 . Bvth names are 

non-Hebreio in orig in and seem to be Hittite (llaisler has 

proven Sha.mg•r as Hurrian in oririn , b••ed on Anath -- see 



17 . S~e ~bove, chaoter II, on lssachar . 

18. Rohineon , op cit. , P• 8; aleo Pritehard, op cit ., 

on the Arne.na tabl ets, passi~ . 

19. See J urther OD thi3 - ohapter IV, part 3 below. 

20 , See further on this - chapter IV , put l belOllr. 

21 . Son£:, vors1• Sb. 

22 . Judges 4.}3 . 

23 . The fact that a N•phtelite is t he e;eneral of the uniteo 

f or ces or the Isr~elites iD the battle instig ated by 'lD 

Issaoharite 1a siQlit'icent, f o r it shows t hat Isse.che.r 

had the c•use , but not t~e expe rience llDd ~hP military 

organ i zation Wi i le Barak represented the victorious 

Naohtalites who h~d alr e ady distiru::u~shed themsel7es at 

U&rom, again in comvany with their ally Zebulua (Song 

verse 18) . 

It might also be significant that in oha.pte r 4 . 8f, Barak has 

to urge Debora}:., end perhe.ps all of l&11a.char, to join in the fight · 

This mitht add to our und erstanding of the df3cr i pt i ons of 

Iaaachar as "a. la.t&e bonec a.as, crouching behind the sheep-

folds" , Geneaia 49 . 14, "a h ired pe9ople" whoae war '3X perianc.ea 

h fld been limited b e ca.uae o f their deoGndent living under 

Egypt • 

2& . This date is a lso suggested by Taoubler ane by Albright 

(The Song of Debora.h in the Light oi Archaeology, P• 29) . 

However, Albright 's reversal o~ thi s date iD 1940 and 

acoept.anoe of Engber e 's dating , after 1060, (BASOR - No . 

78, PP• 4- 9) invalid&.ted hi s very interesting an d val uable 



theaia on the date of the Song . H~wever , 1o note 52 

to The B1clical Period, he ha.a reversed his 5tand and 

again he •ocepta the ri ate 1126 B.C.E. 

His proof offers much to this work , thO\Jf'h it 1s still 

&Cl much conjecture t'lat I em leaving it as a note. Per-

ha pa vhen Huor i s thorou~ l y excava.ted , the dating from 

the two cities may present an ent: rely di!'ferent light on 

the histo r ice.l h'-pJ..e nings of this time . 

The ~videnee for his dating is best dl!velooed in his article, 

Further Light on the llistory of Israel from Lachish and 

£egiddo (BASOR; No. 68 - p. 69) and should be cocs~lteo in 

c onjunction with The Song of Deborah in the li -ht rl' 

Archaeo15!'I (BAS0R 62 - P• 26-31) 

The bas is of t~~ dating is t he comple te break between 

o 1 ti es VII and VI of Megiddo. The break 1a not only a 

much mor e complete break than between cit1ea VI and V 

(gngberg ' a placi~g of t..he Song) , bu~ city VII is definitely 

a Canaanite ci ~' cmd oi ty 171 is v~ry likely an Israelite 

city fo r it is "a new, r"latively crude culture." Furtner, 

in the ~' verse 19b "At Ttanao~ by the wa.tera of Magiddo" 

seems to iooicate (to AU.r ight) that rl'anacl was standing 

at this time Bn~ ~giddo was in r uins , aince he refer s to 

hie theory that they were complomentM·y oi ties, never 

flourishing at the same time ( Archaeology of Palestine, P• 117). 

Since Megiddo VII was destroyed in ca. 1160, and Aegidtio VI 

was active ca. 1100 , the ap~rox1mate time of the battle must 

~avo been in between , i . e . ca. 1126. 



Howenr , Tt.eubler hu su.;geat.ed that thn11 ~ , _ r et'era 

to t.loo aprlnga about ~giddo in a alll& l area tieftr e the city 

1 tHlt . He inaintk!na thia olace coulc hue boen c.a: l ed 

~ ·- a as ll u ... t 0 r 

ti'le bo.ttle i • • • startio~ at Taaio-.oh and eo-i1o a t 
.., 

He alto !'llllint ains tha~"l l . '.can be a poetic dev1co that 

des or:. l ei a ci +Jr and u: t.rea . ln • iew or th• poem ... .. 

lllhole , this i3 loyical Md ~dda we1£ht &gsin1t ~lbrirht ' a oreciae 

dating on thic ba.ais . 

I mi&lt conjecture that :.fegiddo was dea t r oyed ~s the E yrtia.r.• 

retired, f or its atrate-"'lO ;>oc it.ion ir.nd the fluotnatinl". 

politic&l ~ictur e might .,Ave inspi red r revolt. in PD t.tter.pt 

at ae h ing au. t.!: t'r ity . C,r t.htll d a to f o r Debor ah rr 1 -;h t be 

' trao.aferrc.d to ca. 1160 md wgidoo destruction llO'l.oU! be 

a ttributeo to the victor ioua Isra.elitos. ~:)\Ith it. doeso ' t 

con.ple l.1.t ack of t.ny ota:~!'r'!ll'l t or this fact in either cha.ptan 

4 or 6 . Another cooj .. c••tre weuld be that since •egiado vju ic 

r uina , dociirumce fell to F.o.rosheU. io11m in1~ead. And sinoe 

Megiddo 1d.S alway• the ~oat iJnportwit oity of the plain of 

J,,ueel , ita destruction could have been br oucht about as 

a rea•tlt of an internal Ca.or.· oite •quab,le over power &fter ., 
the f.iypti an l"i t.hdrawl. In cone lu~j on , filly 01 re ct evidence 

that 1119.y be dn.lftl f'ro::i arohaeoloc;y muat be tuuperod b;y con-

tinued patierc~ until enoutj h proof 11 in the hao da of sor.clsr• 

to deterllliDJ a poaitin application to a study n!' thh o .. rioe . 

Howbvn, :>ne tb!ng ia clear from thia dating and that is the 



limit s e>f poslib le ~ &t1-:ig o~ the ~ ar e from ca. 

1150 3 . C.E. t<- 8& . 1100 B. C. E. vtl ioh aupp!)rts the 

contentions mad e abo~e . 



Chapter IV Soc hl Back:trouad 

~. Religi ou1 Sltnitioanoe 

When the magnitude and the compelling clrcumatancea 

ot the battle bet..,en tne Israelite tribe1 and the Cane.anitea 

are aurveyed, an imoelling ques t ion muat be aaked1 What force 

welded theae new tribea into a Tital, TI.ctorioua unityf The 

~ 1taelf gives a very positive answer' The Israelite trib~a , 

both thoae at "the waters of Megiddo" a.nd tho1e not there were 

bound together by a 00111J110n faith, a ool!llllon God. 

Concretely, the Song reflects a Goc:t idea \.~At is of 

primary aignif1canoe to our subject. The name of ~ho Deity a ppear• 

fourteen ti•• in U1e for1:1 of the Tetr-.gr&Jm1atonn, ;p running 

throu&h thg entire Song a• ita thv.e. Starting froa verse 2, in 

lllhich the listeners are exhorted Jto 

the Lord", we aee im:nediately in Terse 3 that ni;p';, ';aciP ,n';l-. f,') 

"to the Lord", "to the Lord, God of Iarael" i• this aong 1uog1 

aun5 in Bia praiae and attributing to Him the glory and the victory. 

Verae 4 ahowa us further that the Lord, Himaelt, came forth to 

participate in the battle , and all nature reapooded to Bim 

O,D i~Ol 0 ,~1 Ol ili~l 0, ~ Ol ii~Ji riK 

"The euth quaked, the he&Tena awayed, the olouda dripped water." 

And in even a mnre deaon1tratiTe we:!• verse 8iHP ,l!>D i'nl a,i;, 

, n ';t-. ti , l !>d''l'he ao1m Wna streamed before the Lord , Before the 
'n<i t • 

Lord , God of Israel." In Ter1e 9, the volunteer• are exhorted to 

i'l, ;i , i:>i.:> "Ble11 ye the Lord" before the ain.•er oontln~a with the 



ll°"lll • ID verse lt, the "victories of the Lord" iliii" nipi.i 

,' ' ~ 
a.re rel.a.ted. A. new el'9ment a.bout the Deity enters in verse 111 

here the people engaged in the battle &re oalled the iliii't 01 

"the people of the Lord"J also th is expression is re peated in. 

verse 13 0'1i::l l ,J , ; ,,, :11il' ay (He bel<»J on o.v ). 

Verse 23 adds more evidence tor t he God idea in the term iii;, " n'\ t;> 

f urther implying the peraonal par~lcipatiou of the Deity as seen 

in va rae 5; and in addition , ve rs8 2~ st&rta with the form of • 

div'\.ne curse thua attributing pwiitivo powers t o the De i ty, 
I 

ilii1" 1~ 1< tiO ~11K"cursed ye , t'8roz, saith the Lord." • 

Additional evidence a ppe ars in verse 31. In this verse the Deity I 

C'-': is attr t buted "enemies and f r iends"; an the impl ication is that l 

the enemi•• of the lsraeliLe tribes a.re His $neruies; an~ His 

"friends" are these confederated t r ibes . 

Thus far t he evidence of the various uses of t he name 

o f t he Deity shows thatil1n" was the God of the unit~d t r ibes at 

Migiddo, as well u the tribes that did not a ppear ther e . And His 

a uth11rity waa a.ocepted by these tribes as ~ Deity . 

As mentioned above, in r egard to verse 4, the Deity Him-

H lr csme to the battle a.t "the waters of Jleg,iddo" . Thia is further 

supported by the ourae given to Mer oz who did not come ni 1, ' r1in '; 

D"1i:Jl:J "to the hal p of the Lord like brava men." (verse 23). 

Certainly to oome t o the Lord 's aid meant that Be, too, participated. 

Ala> the power of nature, a natural a ttribute of the Deity, 

was age.ins t the Cane.&nite kings -- verse 20 O":J:>i:lil 1;)0 '7J C ' ..lQ il 1..J 

K1~' ~ oY ian~l oni)~oo 

The later story in chapter 4 c onf i rms this action by the statement 



IC"lC.'tO nt< il ll' On'l , "and the Lord coofounded 

Shera." (Judge• 4 .. 16) , 'Which like Eitodua 14.24 , Joahua 10 .10 , 

l Su11.1el 7.10 et a l uaea oon to imply t he uae of the divine 

forcer in nature aia! a.st the eneav. 

The coaing of t he Lord~· furtner man­

ifeatetlon of the di'rine power s in nature: &J'ter the rou~ or 

Hie oomin~ . the t.ext continues aa we mAnt:izned above (•ersea 

4b , 6) -l:::>l ii~,, T1K 

"The e&rth trembled, the heavens swayed." The earth and heavens 

responded to Bia lllOTement and He •~pea~ed a t a. stor m. (see also 

Micah l . 3t) . So •• inay conciu:i e that He has the po*en or " etorm 

God as nl l u Lord of al l natur al f or cu . 

HoweTer the coaln~ of the Lord to Jezre~l open• another 

phase of the God idaa i111plicit in the~· Verse 4a ,.,J U) imu:l ill il " 

o nK '"Ttttl 1"TY l:l iapliea that the res idence of the Doil ty --.a 

not in Canaan b\.lt na to t he 10 uth . Thh tradition ii born out in 

thfll incidents of Moaea a.ad the bur nill! buth (Exodua s .1) ; and the 

t hine of the Law (Eitodua l9 .2f and 14 .2), both event. taking 

pl e.ce on a aao red mountain to the 10 uth in the desert o t Sinai . 

The later story of Elijah ( l lints 19 . 8} bear1 out thia tradition 

even more completely. It waa to a mountain in the s outhern 

deser t that Elijah fled to asek God -- thil mountdn wu a. forty 

l day journey i nto the de aert aouth of Beer Sheba.. 

So it 11 clearly shown in the ~ that a God idea na 

curr ent at l~ ti!'.119 of Deborah and ite principle ccmponentB WPre t 

1 . A •in'" le Deity il'\iP acoepted by all the confederated 

hraa Ute tribes . 



2 . ADeityperaonally connected with these people5 

ao they are known ae il i ~ .... Y • 

s. A Deity who t'ighta peraona lly in the bat tles of 

Bia people by use of natural wond era , such u 

storm, earthquake, thunder and l ightning , perhaps 

Yolco.nic e rupt i ons . 

4 . A Deitr 1'ho would inflict punitin punishment againat 7 

any group that is cursed in Ria nm1e. 

6 . l Deity whose residence ia not in Canaan, but i a 

s outh. of Cane.an i?l the desert. • < • c 1 

• • 
.I 



B. The Problem of Israel 

The phraae. ~K1V7' 'il'iK ii lil' (verse 3 and 6) ii 

of grea.t ilnportancs in the undenta.nding of the Song'• ba.ckgrowid. 

The ~m.e Israel was first recorded outside of the Bible in the 

atele of Merneptaht 
2 ca. . 1225 a.c.E. 

"The H1+.tite land is pacified 
Plundered i s t he Can aa.n, with ' every evil. 
Carried off i s lakalon, 
Seieed upon is GeJ~r. 
Yenoam ia made aa a thing not existing 
l1rael is desolated, her teed i s not. 
lha.ru (S. Palestine} baa become a (defen.aelesa) widow f or 

Bgypt. 
All lands are united, they are pacified; 
Everyone that i1 turbulent ia bound by King llerne ptah ." 

However, the "Israel" here ro:.e ntioned is probably a 

district rather thm a peo ple as Pri tohard3 &~geats. Garatang4 

reg.arda the reference to Iarael aa referring to Galilee, 11J:.d 

possibly including the central plateau5 • 

It we assume that the Israel of lferneptah'• atele had 

no precise national connotation, we cannot conclude from it that 

Iarael in the~ 1a a national entity. However, the~ doea 

~ 
contribute to our knowledge for we do knowl\united tribes of Deborah 

were f~llowera of a D9ity who we.s the "God of Israel"• in verse 3 

"the kinga " and "the princes" are called to witneaa to the fa.et that 

the writer ainga to "the Lord", who is "the God of Iarael". In 

addition. it should be noted that verae' 2 'n<iW'::l nu>i:> Yi :>:i 

"Ye as onea who l oosen the hair in Israel" alludes to "Israel" aa 

the group inYolved• also "in Israel" in vss. 7a, 7b, Sb, llb;and 9a.. 

Further knowledge is added by the expresaion, ii 1i1' O>' 

(verses 11 and 13). Certainly the Lord was the Deit,v of t hese tribe•• 



I ,, 
and Ii nee Bo wao '1K i t" ' , ii';~ , ' tho God of Ia rae l, 1 t ci£bt be 

logically concluded that DY 1a '1K i VI ' From Terae 2 

we know OY perta in• to theu people i nToh'ed 1.n t he battle 

Though a ayllogi•~ i a hardl1 a poaitiTe inatru.'!'lent in 

Biblical reaearoh, rtill the deduct1oo ot DY equ&h 
~ 

1a aupported by the wt e or the ter• in/\nrae\l'n<i t. ' J &nd by the 

o~rall fact that Iar ael ..... the na:ne to r tt.eae Tery tribe• a 

tew generation• later i n the d8¥• of Samuel and Saul. In IUidi -

t ion to thia, t he use by Mer neptah of Iarael, eTen though a 

location, adda aome eTidenee . All taken toiether the coneluaion 

that Iarael waa the nar.te of t he ~ontederation of Iaraelite t r ibea 

is Tery poaaible. 6 



c. 'l'he ?oli r iosl Or ganizstion 

Politi ~ally. the set up of the confederation aeem1 to 

be thuaa no centri..l authority e.nd each tribe with individual 

ler.dership. From t i rK to t ime to meet emergencies t here arose 

a leader kn~wu as a Judge who led the tribe•• ei t her s ingly or 

in groups . w .J.. 

Tne s pirit of the ~ reflects t he independence of the 

tribes from any centralized confederation. Certainly no centrally 

organized groups would allow four members not to pe.rticipat e, as 

was the case of Asher, Dan, Gad and Re uben (verses 15b, 16 , 17). 

Aho the t'9rlll 1 "7lQY ~ "among thy o h.nsmen" • 

applied to Benjamin in relation t o Ephraim in verse 14. shows clan 

spirit . i.e. a feeling of brotherhood between aome tribes only. 

As we have diacuaaed above, Benjamin, a southernly tribe not vitall~ 

interested in the Jezreel e.rea)came to the battle as a member of a 

clan ooalition.7 

In the deaori ption of the conquest• of the "house of 

Joseph" in Judge l.22f more s pecific mentions of lf&naaaeh and 

Ephraim follow and there i s no mention of BenJamin except in 

relation to Jeruaalem.. verse 21. Und oubtedly the clan 1a mentioned 

first and then i ta me111bere. So 1 "DZJ .Y :i adds to the facts of 

the political structure by ahowi~ a ck n structure between the 

level of tribe and over all oonfederation. 
I, 

Further the names of var ioua leaders uf the different 

tribes imply local ohieftanaa verse 14b D" pp nD "truncheon 

bearer•"· Verse l~b 

I. I 



with the muster-maatera staff", verae 15a .,, Ir "princes", 

and generally D" PP in if! verse 9a "marshalla"J however it i a 

inte resting to note that 

taken from the root ppn and according to Geaeniua a.re «ord• 

for "Judge" pp 1 11 am "law ! i.ver" The word o , i ~ 

i ' muoh commonor and 

in the light of analogoua usage i n Jeremiah 37116, 62 a26, 2 Kings 

25.19 where the Ude aeema to imply a scribe of the muster rolla91 

per hap a the ohief aorl be ns t he le ader. 

The use of the te rms O ' ppn tl and D" PP in are 

V8~/ important to consider i n light of t he word 09 1U • Judges 4.4 

7~1t7' nK i1C>:H· k< 'fl , flN"Jl fl~K i11 i:n, 

here Deborah ia a .. prophet - sJ but also she "~udgea Iarae 1" and in 4. 61 

C>9 WD'l 7 K1 ll ' 'l ~ ;l'';K 1 ';1p1 "And the children of Israel went 

up t o her for judgment . • In Judges 3.10, the use of 

a reault or divine action 

and the general distinction of the Judges was what Albright 10 , 

following Weber and Alt1 terzna "~hariamatie", 1.e . "some s pecial 

power about them which ns believed to repreaent the direct outpour­

ing of divine grace11 (ohariama). 

Deborah ia ' he s pir itual leader of the illcident and lllay be 

termed "oharianatio." However, she did not captain the military 

enterpr i se1 Ba.ro.k , the leaaer of Na~ta.11 , led the arav into battle 

(5. l2b, 4.10). Thus it seems t hat the lea.derahip of Isra.el was 

divided thuslya a n ligious leader who judged and prophesied as 

a i1K ' .:l l 12 • but in t he same capacity a• instigator who served 

to in-.ati gate the people to war, lllld a militery leader who led the 

' t ribes as a unit in the battle only. 



O. J/Dde o f Living 

The fa.ot that the peopl9 were living in scattered 

"unwa.lled villages" n i n si of verse 7 (emended) seems to imply 

an agricultural type of life. Bowt1ver , this may only apply com-

pl~tely to the Iuachari tea whom we have placed as tenant labor 

in the Dnek and livi~ in the surrounding hilla. (see above 
-.. 

cha rter I I). But no doubt a ll t~e Cis Jorde.n ic tribes did s ome 

farming t o fl 11 their own needs for when trade with outside 

nations started, it was able to deve lop be~e of agricultural 

1! 
surpluaes. 

However , there were other occup&.tions of a non-agri-

cultural nature • verse 6 mention the c&ssation of "cnravans." 

The implicati on f r om t his is tha t Israelites were either tradesmen, 

mercenaries and carriers f or the t rad esmen , or plunderers of cara-

vans. The latter occupation must have been what is referred t o in 

Genesis 49.17 -- "Dan s~a.11 be a. se roent in the 11f1oY" , hut t he former 

occupations are mere ly ~onjeotura.l . However, th~ conoeni over the 

disruption of tra.vel/1 verse s, implies some cominercial activities • 
., 

To the nor th the D,ini tea anc A.sheritos , who lived near 

the Phoenicians, were a l so en~a~ed in work related to the sea as 

we see in verse 17.14 However, rhe exact nature of their 11>rk is 

not. known. 

The trans Jordanic tribes are obviously p~atoral , aocord-

ine to verse 16 which aayaa 

"Why didst thou alt still among 

the sheep fo l ds , listening to the callinzs of the f l ocks?" Thia i a 

reflected in Numbers 32 l'lhen the Reubenites and Ga~ites are cha.rac-

terized as possessors of "a very great multitude of cattle" (Numbers 



32.l) 

The I sraelito soc i ety at the time of Deborah r eflected 

var i ationa that co rres pond ed to the t oro!raphy Rnd the condition 

of relations with t he neighb'l rin g people . In the west ern JordMic 

ree-1 on it was &gricu l tu rally baseo , w1 th trade and co'ml:le rc e f 1011r­

i sh i~ only in a restricted .,,.y. Labor hired to neighboring ruleri, 

and, perhapa, some f o rms of raicti •lg, were al so commob. In the 

eastsro Jordan i c c ountry, the so eiety was paoto r a l and perhapa 

sti 11 nomadic . 

·' It i a worthwhile t o mention here Yfhp.t must have been 

t he iaea of hosp itality in the time of Deborah. By the t.lzr.e of 

the stcry in ohaoter 4 of Judges, the eerlier des e r \. uor:oert of 

hos pitality had been foreotten Rnri th~ ~re8t.e st. dePd was fnr 

relig ious or national g ain; but not so in the Song . In 5 .25- 27, 

we see tha.t t.he wrl ter rela tes t.he tale of a t raveller wno r e ­

quested refreshment while he v1&s escaping and t he Bed=.n woman 

gave him sour milk to drink; and "l'lhile he waa off hia gua.rd, she 

smote him. However, t.he version in ohapter 4.17-~l tells of Jael 

inviting him into her tent arrl putting him to rest and oromising him 

safety. But she violated al l the rnor al codes of the d "sert when 

she smote him as he lay asleep with in her tent . So , perh«.ps we may 

conjecture t h.9.t the strength uf desert morality was sti 11 strong in 

Deborah ' • time, 11'\d the later Tera i on ht.11 let d r e.matios ma.lee the 

tre11 b:r.ent unnatural md unhisto rical. 



s. 'War 

!.& it has been shown above , tho Deity was coa21d~red 

u if He ciuno in ~raor: ta fit}lt with the Iaraolitea a~aiila~ their 

onol'l\ea. Thia oads us to an undoutanding 01 war in theeo ter:.a 

11\o a aaorod functi:>n . ?he " looae:iir.li of the heir" ir. verse 2 see!"...s 

to b o a oymbo l m.' lieaica t! -:>n to war. Ia Deutorono=Y 32 . 4 2 tho ex-

preuioa 

enemy" ah~s tho praotioe aa a war rite . 1Jor&tH1ste r t1 has offered 

t !1e t'OI!' '.) ~r1aoc w1 th tlle Bedouin pr11.ctioe of womon letting their 

hai r f l ow looca a s a stirr.ulant to the1 warri ::rs. 16 

More o!' a. rt lig l ous tone 4 11 added by t.he term _.,j ii, 

"voluntee r oneaelf"; tak~n 1111.~ tne l:>c ,: air , le; mii:;ht t:.o ir.te r -

p r oted as tho •igJl of self eeaioation of one ' s poraon . ~~1r !odi -

cation 1a c:-cnsi&t9llt with the s ac red cho.ra otor of war . Tho re!' l ee-

tlon in Oouteronol:ij' 23.10- 16 in whioh ritual c loan lineaa is oo ... ..nded 

: ~np 1 lO .... ;.~;'I "Tho Loni W&lketh i n the lllidat of your c&l:lp 

• to deliver thee ••••• therefor ahall tt;r oamp b¥ holy"; tnough much 

h.ter , i t a h?ws e. very pC1sitive atti t ud e towo.rd battle aa aaoreo ; 

o.nd it io like ly that the t radit ion is from much earlier times . 

The text shOl's, however, that all moti ve s were not just 

for the rollgioua i.Dsr-lration o f th., battlfl or th wrlc of the 

Deity. There wert"! distiootl.;. r.~terial TotiYea ii: war, :notiTes 

tha t oont1 nued u an integral pt. r t. ~ _.. ••••:i.. o!' war unti 1 

the coooopt of " total war" beoue dominant. The motives wore 

pr i"lcira.lly boot:1 , "no ooubt '-hey arP l'indini;, ciivlalns t-- •C't;r; "lS 



Song 30a. verse 1 -- booty of all types~ _.. preo~ o:..s :::etals 

( ":l&ina of silver they aid not talc~," Song , verse 1'3l: ) , 

valuable cloth l"Booty of oyed stuff for l isera , a p13ce 

of e~broidery or two f or th~ neck of tr~ q~e~n ~other" , 

Song , verse 30b) , anc r~~•le ~risonera ("A weocn or two t or 

~ach ~an" , Song, vf'r•e 3Ca) . 



~. Cultural Perapect1Te 

'Ille eTidence of a high cultural leve l at the t ime of the 

~ a.re impor ta.nt to our underate.nd1ng of the pe riod. Th-. acene 

\u the court of Siaera picture• en advanced eulture1 the hare~ , 

the queen ann her court, the lattice (veraea 28-30); that waa not 

inconaoa.ant witl1 the wealth and long influence upon the Canaanite 

citie1:1 of the g reat c ultural empires. The iuacr i ptioa.1 r:L the 

kirv;s of Y&di in the eight.h century B.C . E. he.ve sho1111 that the 

... 

-, 
l&ngua-e of the Syrian &rec. ~s very a imilar to the Hebrew of the 

time of Deborah, 17 and even in ~· vene 11, i Jn~, we have what 
-

is cal led an Au.maiam, but thia only proves t.'l\a t the entire area 

waa more of a "ul tural unity th•n wo might have coucluded . In add-

ition, t he mete.r and atyle of th~ Song reflect a& high cultura.1 pre­

deoeuora 1 the meter of a good (».rt of the ~ ia aiml lar t o Gil-
18 

gamesh epic of ancient Babylon1 llbioh ~~ reflect eitner ao~e influence 

from the latter to the fcr~er, or a simil&r tr1dition&l for both . 

' Ala o the use of olime.~ic r:.ralleliama ahowa Ill advanced 11.terary 

deTe lopment . HoweTer , t he undeniable fact h that the Song of Debor-.h 

"holds a high place among Triumohal Ouea ia the liter•t~re of the 

world"19 , and lt shows a development and command of the reaouroea cL 

the languat; e for ead1 at poetical expreaaioa .... ioh pr ove that poetry 

had l ong oeeo cultivated .,ooi the Bebren . Few fr&~enta of this 

ee.rlier poe try have c ome down to ua ; probit.bly few survived to the 

centuries with which our Hebrew literature begioa , but w. cannot doubt 

that the nomadic for efather• ar Israel to1k the aair:e keen deli~ht in 

lyric poetr y which is 80 atr ·ngly 1narked a trait r t the .t.r .. ba, 

.. 



(Footnot e -- i t is an erronieous infer ence , however, that there 

must have been an extens ive poet1ca l literature before Debor ah . Early 

poetry was not pr eserved in books, but in the breasts of rnen . 

It i:B quite possible th~t the ~ of' Deborah itself was thus 
~ ~ 

perpetuated fo r gen erations.) 
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that that discussion wi 11 add further light . 

15. Morgenstern, Jwllan , The Ark , The E,eha:I , and "The 
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The Cone luaion 

In •r roxt~4tely 1125 B. C. £ . on the plalD.1 of Jeir eel, 

1 battle btt~ween the Canaanite lcins::1 of t he val h!tl of Jeir eel 

ano Aoco •1nd a cor.!'t:dan.tion t>f tr..e Iareellto trib!!I' of Iuach&r , 

K"i~tal1 , Zeoulun , ::.phrdir1, oenj1.1r.in a nc .Canaueh took placo . 

Thio hattl& h•~ been msn~riftl lzed ln a f&mous poe~ . lcnowu •• 

The ooem is ono of $tt.te\y bu.uty .nd prilritive charm and 

literally ranks hit')! in world lit. ratu r f!, But lta inportf/.r,ce to this 

work has been that it i.> the odr,inol 1Purce of the hi.:.t rlol\l 

and ooci o lo..:1 ~•1 bar.lcgro•Jod of tne t~ ril'rl e.1ding in ll25 B.C.E. 

l'hroui;h .. thoro\;,Th st.\.:dy ;,f u·.h p.:iun ' I ha.v~ bf'eD led 

.uJt 
to ~ l"oa:entarl ly bebi!X tho curta.1 a of time a tne scenes of 

,,. ~ 
life in f'&rly Israel . .i.n1s p~ hu 1h:>w1; that ho I.:.ru: l i te 

tribe• were settled froc "Dan to Beer •heba" •ltn • few sli~ht 

111od ifioationa . 

In the south , th e state of development in Judah 11 

uncertain thou?)l this tribe seems t:: h'! ve bo~m settled in ·he s out:h 

Judaean hills , pr obably with '\to fellow tribe s1J n . Bowenr , the 

southwestern pi.rt of Jutioa wu undeT a ttack by the Thi li:itines 

imd the no r thern part conts.ir'!l d Car.unite str ongholds hnt Hrr.1.ted 

her activity anc! cut her .,ff fr<'m the 111ain body of lar&'llit e 

t r ibe• i n the centr al and nor the r n hills . 
, 

.lt.o the rlch v&lley of Jeirul n.1 occulfed by Can1L«.ite 

citloa whose 3treni~~ of ar~a ~sable t~ koer t o Iar1elite out 



of t ho n.lley. 'l'hia applio ~ rnainly to Umaueh oa the a outhern 

aide am Zebulun m.d !ie.phtali to t he north m d eaat of the valley. 

Ho-. .. Yer, thes e trlbea exerted oonatut pr eaaure on tneae oitie.i 

111 oontrol of the pla.in1 &nd ila ohta.b ' mo bbulun had 9"nD llia pos ed 

.. f tho mt.in collter ot Can&&nite pc.or in the north at Hu or. 

The only trib~ tha~ rlwolt in th e v all ey waa I s aaehar. Ihla 

tri:>e had l oa g aervod aa tenant labo r on the royal Egyptian ea t.a te• 

in the v11ley; and , wtwn tho e:~ypt1m a loft , hey bocam a a pear-

head directed agld n.st the heart of Cuam lte 'XlWor . 

Acro u t.ho Jord'l.11 , the pu tor al tribes ot Gad and Reuben 

dwelt in relatin peace. ro t l:e n ort.h .llhe:- and °"n dwelt in a 

seemingly OOitJ'ortable poa !t1 on l\DO had t. G01-d rolationehip with 

thoi '" fbo9clC ian neighbors. ln the oonter dwelt tt.e groat tribe o f 

Ephraim and her y ~uager olan br other, Benjamin, wel l en t r •nched 

in tho cmtral hill c otntry. 

It was the tribe I1sacbar th~t peroiplta ted the war. Since 

the withdrawl of Egyptian ber;e·~ony , the10 tribetmt'lo had become 

roativo. Not mxioua to accept t io r ule of t he Canaanite cititss . these 

tr1heemen were oppre1sed by tho l ocal king• in order to ke~p them 

in tr ei l' f ormer 1errl l e poa itions . l'he t r1t""8 irJ the s urrounaing 

c ountry were alao raided by o:4tt1ve ex pedi t i cna fJ'Olll theso 

oiti u to keep th• from barauing t h61e oitiu and the vfllley 

trade now that there wen no Egyptic 1 to a t<-p t hea. 

Thi• al';iY oppreaaion oootiaued in the imposs ible job 

of atoauning the ne;w tribes' natural urge t o dowdnato the r !.ch 

val loy . A• 1ii i1t O[l?r ossion incr'l&aod , roaie t"'llue be~an to form 

and a t'r oohetesa t.nd Judff' fro:n Ia "'~~ .. ._.t nvt t"I :Jr 0ani:c tt..' 



Israelite tribes f e r a war to free Iaa JChar md ttarD 

the Tt.l l ey of Jet reel over to the Hebrew tribea. 

Debo.Tab, this Iuacharite propheteH , wa& able 

to agitate for this war for mt111y reasons . The prin•ipa l 

reason waa tha1' all t 'lese trl bes were bound toge ~her by 

a dsep t ie of r eli,;i on. They &11 were believer• in the 

se.1'118 Deity iii ;i ' aml felt themselves united in this btt1!. e f 

and confident in this God who had besn a part of their 

histcry even before they C Kl e to Canaan . 

These t ribes were 1t lso related on a large scale 

by a sense of peoploho d aoo common ori~in; as well as on 

a G:tl&ll s cale by b l ood +iea 8J:ld c l&Jl re1.ationanips . 

A.l&o these tribes, on t he wbcle, had b,.en pretty 

well settled in their new lands and were an.~ious t o r~move 

the largest salient of foreign powe r in t heir midst: 'to 

remove it in order to open trade and nrl li tary lines <:£ 

OOl'M'lUni 011.ti on . 

And these tribes were still in a s tate of d6vel-

npment that wae not Av~r8e to ~ lundoring the ~ealth of the 

? al ley of Jetreel . 

So Deborah was successful in welciing six of the 

Israelite td bes intc a confederation thb.t freed Isu.char and 

b r oke t he Canaanite poW&-r in the Jezreel valley. 

"The kings cam~ , they fought; 
TheD f ought the kines Of C~naan, 
At T&ans.ch , by the wutera <:£ l!et iddo; 
Gain of l ilver, they did not 1!ake l" 

Jurle;os &. 19 

'i 



The victory w&G deoiai ve and wh&t wu t o be 

lcnowu a1 I1rael waa establ1ahed and bound to1 ethe r to 

tace the stru g lea that. never ce as 9c to follow. 
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