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The Historical and Sociolozical Background of

The Song of Deborsh -- Judges &

The text of the Song of Deborah has been treated im
the first chapter in order to clarify diffieulties in the text
that can be clarified as well as estab1¥ping a definite text
and a definite trenslation on which to base the further work in
the thesis. Also an snalysis of relsted literary material from
the Bible that is directly certinent to the subject is esppmekenced
to this chapter.

Chapter two is introduced by a description of the
battle,in order to set the scene for the main discussion on the
topogrephy of the land of Cansand¥e as it directly relates to the

Son: of Leborsh smd its historical pericd. The warious tribes

sre geographically located in reference to the Song and acditional
reliable sources; and they are indl vidvel ly discussed as far as

the material on hend can lead. The whole group is also dis-

s

cussed in the same light.

The third chapter first conteins a brief outline of
Egyptian history in the period preceding the Song. This is
followed by an analysis of the historical happenings from 1215 B.C.E.
down to the battle in which Deborah partieci pated. Included are
discussions of the events and the principsl characters involved in
each event. The chapter is closed by a section in which the date

of the event behind the Song is determined.



The fourth chapter deals with the social background.
This chapter 1s divided into six sections. The first deels
with the theological back :round reflected in the Song, using
precise guotations to illustrate the God idea implied. The
second section deals with the word "Israel™ and tts precise
meaning in the year 1126 B«C.E. The third section endeavors
to picture the political structure of the Israelite trites.
The fourth deals with social customs, mainly de«ling with the
occupations of the various tribes. The fifth desls with war;
its place in society snd its outward manifestations. The sixth
and last section deals very briefly with cultural reflections
in the poetic style and inward reflections of the time.

The thesis is closed with a conclusior presenting
an overall picture of the background of the battle and including
in it the major conclusions of the thesie as part of the whobk

31’-01?.
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Chapter 1 The Text

A discussion of the background of the "Song of Deboran"!
must be based aimost entirely on the text itself and unfortunately
the Masoretic text is full of difficulties. So before we can
proceed, it is necessary to clarify the meaning and the fom of
the text.

Tunis job, if followed to completion by the author, would
require a work of much groa’tor scope than a rabbinical thesis. So
I have sifted through the 1§nding modern and contemporary soholars
who have dealt with the "Song" and I have tried to present a text that
as nearly possible represents what I feel is the meaning and the
structure of the "Song."

Howsver, oroper tribute and reference must be wede here
to that vutstanding scholar, George Foote Moore, for after much
research and constant testing, his analysis and translation of the :
Hebrew text has been relied upon in the main. His translation of
the "Bong" in his work Mz has been adcpted except in cmses
where other authorities have presented something that adds too much

to our understanding to be neglected. The Hebrew text follows

mainly his text published in the Haupt Polychrome Bible Hebrew Texts,

and passazes which have been considered impossible to translate or
are not translated in his Judzes have been taken from the English
Haupt Polychrome Series.?

However, there are many passages whose meaning is so

obscured that no translation has been attempted. These mssages

are usually noted by a series of dots (eeees) «



u:t' the

thesis, I

When sn attempt has been made to correct the Hebrew
follewing symbols huve been used:

An underlined word = or letters represents

an emendation of the entire word or the letters
undarlived. Cf. vé. 4 b and the word aopearing

in the text is a conjectual word not in the original.
In the translation, the emended word is underlined.
Parentheses () without sny space represent a letter
that has been removed from the original text.
Parentheses ( ) with one or more spaces represent a
word or phrase that has been deleted from the original
text.

Parallel linss | | represent s change in the vocalize-
tion though no emendation of tha nriginal consonants has

been made.

One last comment before we enter the text proper snd

that is in reference to the transletion of the Tetragrammaton.
In all the scientific workd we find the Name written in the phonetic

pronunciation, however in view of the fact that this is a rabbinical

have translated the Tetrmton sccording to the zenersl

Jewish tradition: "The Lord."



Judges 5.2 - 31

2.

4.

5.
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YRIv'a niyas ya=a -2
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You, as ones who lcosen the hair in Itrtels
oy asinna
o

You, as a people that volunteers itseli‘,e
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Bless the Lordl

90317 A3%IKD , 00050 wRF -2

Hear, ye kingsj; give ear, ye rulers;

11’@8 '::a LAV 23K
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I, to the Lord, I will sing.

-551@3 .hu Yy IR

Will hymn to the Lord, Iarlol's God.
VUYED JOREE MY =T
Lord, when Thou wentest forth from Seir,

U11K 11?3 gﬂyxn

When Thou merchedst from the rogion of Edom,

111533 00T B3 ATYY TOR
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The earth quaked, the heavens swayed

G‘D 1503 0Yay 01
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The clouds dripped 'n.tor-
3
(

The mountains streamed baforo tho Lord,
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Before the Lord, the God of Israel.
9( ) an la 0w YA -

In the dsys of Shuugl,r bsn Ano.th.
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Caravans ceased;
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7. Hamletsl® ceased in Israel,

‘1(1“...-03?.

R R oalled;
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Till thou didst arise, Deboreh,

Thapy 1y
':-- -

:bﬁibjn oR YROpY
Till thou didst arise, a matron in Israel.

oYY CHY% IR OYUTa OYAYR naY  -n
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naﬁ1 AN7Y oK 132
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Shield was not to be seen, nor spear,

zrvn 15& 9°y3ms
Among forty thousand in Ilrul.
ﬁaﬁrv 1pp1r& wh v
9. My heart turns to the marshals (1) or Tsrssi,
oya 0%2FInsn
rr e s
Those who volunteer themselves among the people,
IRY Aao"a
T
Blese ye the Lord.
1272 %y ag> nins nildaxk (3331 -0

10. Ye who ride tawny asses; sit upon g o2

;anYe 738 Yy r2vim

And walk by the way, sing!l
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13.

14.

QYAKED 73 o'zinL YVIipo =K
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nnY nip}; 1337 n$'
There thay rehearse the viectories of the Lord,
551?35 131118 nirg;
The victories of..... in 1urno1;“
i oy n*jg:r'z Ly M 15
Then marched down to the gatﬂ.“ the peopleo of the
Lord.

""li’l 93y "13.? "'H'I:l'l ""H!' “li? e
g
Rouse thee, rouse thu, Deborah; rouse thee, rouse thee

strike up the song;
$oy3I°a i q'av’ nawva pua o
2208 VLR R Py o8
Up Barak, and take thy captives,® son of Abinoam.

8319 3k=VLRaEy 17,0, IR -39
. .-f q"n t l -

Then Isrsel marched dm like nobles.

.u!ﬂ1:an 15 11 '. 70y oy
The people of the Lord marched down for Him as heroces.

p()e7a ouie o%18K Y80 =3?

R Sphraim ..28

A282E 178338 370K

After thee, O Benjamin, mgzﬁhmn&.“

a*,-;inn ATI) 1733 40
‘T . i
From Machir marched down truncheon=bearers,

."1510 uau 3*::13 1"42-!.;1
And from hbulun. thou who lnd with the muster-

master's staff.
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And the princes of (1)25 Issachar with Deborah

2T,
%
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And Naphtali leal?® to Barsk :

1173 hvw poya
29

say?¥|alpn or¥3 1247 niayez
Among the divisions of Reuben were great discussions.
ornswvhn 1'2 BagY nav =10
rEme - “w Ti=wp TY 31
Why didst thou sit still at sheep folds
30' ) 32775 1&;1@ 3urb
Listening to the otlling of tha flocl:s‘f
].:u 19720 1352 1.{_,& -1
Gllead remained beyond the Jordan;
2Z 5m3x qa33 na% 1M
‘T T e I
And Dan, why does he seek the protection of the ships?
pr*a* 5in% agr R
B R L A
Asher sat still on the shore of the Great Sea

.11aw~ 173190 V)
And remains by its landing pflces.

naaY desa 976 oy 1avar -m
T : - g - . '.
Zebulun is a tribe that recklessly exposed itself
to dﬂ'th]
shTw 0390 Yy SR
v ' 2 - oy i .
And Naphteli, on the heights of the open field.

222 ann&: ™ aag?g a!;in nx£ -v?
1737 = : .
The kings came, they fought; then fought the kings of

Canaan,

-I —
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At Tasnach, by the waters of Meggido;
:anp % K% qo2 y3a
rTr AR
Gain of silver they did not take.
633195 AonY%s ovav’ i =3
'r - ok fe-y -
From the heaven fought the stars,

IXJ0°0 07 Aan%) agi&gpg

From their paths, they fought with Sisera.
8234 1R vn3  -x2
The stream of Kishon sweot them away,
%y '13}?3(?;31(1(33;n~9413 Yol
The stream of antiquity trempled the strong ones.
Ao *apy aph f, I <213
.l: - : I ...I T
Then ware battered the heels of the horses

-

117708K nivpa nivgso
From the gallop galloping of his steeds.
n1n~36(1xba) RN 1iﬁ9 A%k =13

Curse ye, Meror, saith (the messenger &:af)"!'B the Lord

n22r1’ 73R AR
o gl T

Curse ye bitterly its inhabitants,
aane “1}5? wa XY '3
Befause they came not to the help of the Lord,
;099833 mIAY NIy

To the help of the Lord, like brave men.

37{ ) Y¥r pYwan 2R =13
oy “y . il 35

Blessed above all women shall Jael be,
:302R %nka ovwao
- T - ‘: r O'I

Above all nomad women shall she be blessed.
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Water he asked, milk she gave;

IgDE A2VWD 873K vzes

In a bowl for lords she brought him sour milk.

jdn.an-bwh MY a1 =15
vl tie e e

Her hand to the pin she reached
avy2y nLbny CPAERS

Ard her right hand to the workingman's hammer>”

o ?n1 nan%] i ! nPﬂQ( b;nu$ﬁ1
nr- ) =7 riT:

And hamorn. destroys his head; smashes and
destroys his temples.
42(

-

Jasw %53 ¥I» nrhan 1'a =13
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At her very feet he sank down, fell at full length,

lay still,
1 oy ¥99 @Ra
ARt SO R e

On the svot where he sank down, there he fell, killed.

33°01 Nggwd 1%ap ¥ -ao
Through the window peered and i

JITURD T2 RAC?L OR
T:0.0T -— "' - -

The mother of Sisera through the lattice;

Kii( 1n3ﬁ tf1a ya
Why does his chuiotry fail to come?

$1°niase 52 AR ATL
$ e

Why tarry the footfalls of his chariots?

44%53|*J;n ﬂ‘n1ﬂv niasn =vd

T =
The sagest of her princesses reply;

Ay 1~ﬁa« Z‘WH K2 AR
T .'I'-O

Yea, she answers her own quution.




30.

YU apyEy Axypy wva, -V
"No doubt they are f'inding, dividing bouly;

122 ¥KIY 070247 247
A wench or two for eamch man;
45(

) gRa0%8Y sryax Yiv
r: ‘: l?: -:

Booty of dyed stuff for Sisera;
Y — 46
Yaw *aR13% o0 nap
JAE VIRIED BIRBPTSA. /B
A piece of embroidery or two for the neck of the
queen mother.
mne ;1":1"1'3 Y9 4738 13 -RY
I.-: f - -
So shall perish all thine snemies, O Lord!
39222 vbvh aexs” Saeanixa
But Thgy friends shall be as when the suc rises in

his power.




Chapter 1 Appendix &
Rolated Litersry Sources in Lhe Bille

Thore is somethins unique about the Song that is worth
noting bafore we further our investigation. Alone among the
sarly documents the Bible we find an origipal document, namely
The Song, suprorted by a prose account covering the same svent,
namely, chapter 4.

There have been many <iscuseions about which version is
older but from thorowh research thare can be little doubt that
the Song is the earlier by far. In fact it is undoubtedly con=-
tomporaneous with the event, either heving been sung by Deboraeh
harsolf (so Taeublar and Bertnhau®?) or by another contemporary
(a0 ¥oore, Wellhansen, Burnay, etc.). PBut there can be nc doubt
of {ts contemporary nature; as Studer said: "Only some one
actually concerned, who hnd exverienced the effroatery of an
insolent oppressor directed against himself, could exvress himself
with this glowing hatred over a dend foe; not & poet living some
canturieg lator.*5°

In addition to this, the poetic grandeur of the poem whose
very sounds ars reflections of the battle field, shows how real
the event must have been to the author. The closing section deal-
ing with the scene in the palace of 8isera is an added touch,
as Yoore calls it "the pitilessness of triumph" whick reflects
the livine spirit of the times within the poem itself.

Hewaver, chapter 4 is invaluable as a help in filling out
the ploture of the times and the situation. S.R. Driver, Burney,

Moore, Morgenstern, Taeublsr st al, show clearly that we have two

10
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elements in chapter 4; one,comprising verses 2b, 4=-9, 10b-22,
comes from snother tradition of the battle of Deborah that came
into the hands cf the Deuteronomic historisn whose work was

in turn confused by a later hend. This later Redactor taking
the name of Sisera ad Jabin, joined the tndgonul sgory with

a different story of Jabin and Hazor®l, comprising verses 2a, 3,
10a, 23-24s aud when the lutest Recactor foumd it, it was

ul ready joined.

Howaver, chapters 4 and 5 contain essentially the same
account of the battle of Sisera. ithen we disregard the elements
that have properly no ccnnection with Sisers, i.es in regard to
Jebin snd Hazor, it leaves the general representation untauched,sz
for the variations are minor and are only different in non=pertinent 2
metters. In our later discussions, chapter 4 will be ingtroduced
as neaded and accepted without extensive discussions.

It is also necessary to note among our sources Judges l.
This chapter, though it came into its present position much later, "is man-
ifestly extracted from an older work"® and "™in historical value far
surpasses sny other source that we possess for this pariod."“ %e
will also ses in the Blessings of Jacob (Genesis 49) a valuable
literary source that iN part, i.e. with the exception of the blessing
of Judah and perhaps Joseph, "reflects the situation after the
settlement in Canaan but befare the coronation of Sanl. "5 paforence
will also be made to Joshua 1l.1-9. Which is "the echo that survives
in a lete text" of the earlier-account of the vietory of Zebmlun

and Naphtali over Jabin end Hagore o
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Notes Chapter 1

4
Hencefor th to be referrad as Song in this work.
Moore, Gs Fs Judzes (in ICC Series) New York 1910

Moore, G. Fe The Hebrew Text of Judges (see Bibliography)

Moore, G. F. The English Text to Judges (see Bibliography)

This transletion makes use of the 3 essentise that is translateds
"As"; suggested by Taeubler in his lectures on the Song, this
elso occurs in verse 13 and 233 "as herces"j;,v1213and "ss
brave men" ,44333+ This translation is also proposed by
Pauline Cassels snd ¥. Vernes (noted in Moore, Judges, page 138)
See further on the use of I essentiae in Gesenius-fautzsch 119b -
page 379.

The sams 2 essentiae as in note 5.

Burney, Cs F« The Book of Judges, ad¢ loc; Moore, Judres, ad loec,
agreeing with Budde and following the m?(Septualgint).

The gloss 23%¢c a1 has been removed by Moore, Burney, Taeubler

and this seems necessary -- Albright, Song of Deborsh and Archaeolegy

 not 'vrlthutmdinss for it breaks the meter and disturbs the parallelism.
A, “Anagd

Jael's mme does not seem to fit here, though Taeubler feels that
it cen remain since he mekes Shamgar contemporary but Moors, Burney
Albright (op cits) Maisler, et al meke him an appressor of the
previous generation(s). See further on Shamgar, below, chapter LLK.
Moore's revocalizing of the word RInAy "hiihws" to nAnIR
"caravans" has been a great help in under;;:nding the social sit=-
uation, and has been a penerally accepted emendation.

NINTIK-a needless repetition vrobably comine in from the similar

word of verse 6a; see Moore ad loc.




124
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,

2

See Moore, ad loc.

i.es unwalled villages. See below, chapter III.

Moore suggest that most of the stichos has dropped out and

we have just the remaining one beat.

The translating of »pnpp as en archaic second feminine singular
has improved the text by removing the perlnm}“elament in the g
exhortation and resoundin: rather the cry of the warriors. See

Moore, ad loc for furthcr‘conﬂrmtion; also Geserius Eautzsch

44K, mge 121.

The, tromeiation of this verse would be entirely conjectual and has
been left untranslated following Moore.

This is a tentative translation of this verse as the text is

so corrupt that Moore refuses to translate 10 md 11 a, b' in

the text of Judges and makee only a provisionsl translation in

his Haupt Polychrome En-lish *ranslation which is here quoted.
Pfeiffer in his Introduction to the Bld Testament, page 325,

agrees that we cennot trenslate these parts becosuse of the very

bad state of the text; and the many attempts at restoring the

text, especially Burney's, are not convinecing.

Probably the gates of the enemies' city: Moore, ad loc. But it

is very ohscure md difficult to explain precisely, since the

former werses are so obscure.

If we vocalize the word 7?2¥ f‘.o 'I"';[.I? we will get "thy cantors" which
Moore, Burney, Blank and others approve of and suggest that it

adds a flavor of the times of the Judres; cf. the story of Gideon
(8418=21) and his revenge for the death of nis brothers by the Midianite

Kings (Moore, ps 160).
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20,

2l.

22.

23'

24.

ly

For this translation Moore has made cne of his few

emendaticns, but this emendation is not considered J
irreproachable; see Book of Judges, Hebrew Text, in
the Hauot Polychrome series, ps 35. In Judges,

Moore doceg not even sttempt to trenslate this verse,

which is significeant.

As a part of thes reconstruction 13; instead of 13‘;

== following verss llb.

Consistent with verse 7 and the removal of the first
person, so here. Also1%is more consistent with the
thought than 9%,

We are very unsure of the form of this verse and its
moaning; Moore refuses to translate it. 'The verse
definitely refers to Ephraim and is otherwise badly
preserved. Even the emendation that changes pYoy

to poy "valley" does not imurove our understanding.

A full understanding of this verse is difficult to reach
in the face of the uncertainty of the previous verse con-
cerning Ephraim; but I feel that Taeubler following the
lead of Burney has probably developed the most plausible
understanding of the verse. Hosea 58 contains the exact

gsame statememt: "After thee, O Benjamin" as the war cry:

|
|
a battle ery that was as meaningful to the people as the |
shofar and the trumpets. It is likely that this ery ceme ‘
from this first great united battle of Israel when little |
Benjamin already showed the spunk and courage that was to i

lead it eventually to the position of leudership under Saul. |



25.

26,

We know from the later stories in Jucdges snd from
Joshua of the struggle and the near cdestruction of
Benjamin. Thies constant fighting spirit of this
little tribe became legendary from the days of Ueborsh
and it is in this verse that we can see the first use.
Deborab ds lauding Benjamin; and this war ery that
originated here was to echo its way down into the
later history of Israel so that it was a byword in
the days of Hosea. See Burney The Book of Judges,
page 133.

According to Moore, this emendation is dubious for

the sentence as a vhole is difficult to understand.

However, omitting the 2makes a little more sense of

the verse and is gremmetically more possible; verse 10

has parallel forms of constructs with 3 but the verse

is s0 umcertain that it is difficult to depend on it.

The construst vith%y is noit toe unusual as mentioned in
Gesenius Kautzsch section 130a, but our reccnstruction
needs the mrallel "princes of " to correspond to "Narhtali.”
If we change the wocalization of this word simply from

a hireq to a pataj, reading 0y for 0¥ , we have the phrase,
"the people" of Deborah in parallel to the "leal to Barak"
in the following stichos; this is suggested by Budde as
quoted by Moore, Jud. p. 155 end is acceded to by Burney.

I prefer this translation; but it seems to me to bs too
much foreing of a postic pattern on this verse which is

so confused anyway, so no emendation has been made.

PLs
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274

28.

29.

30,

3k

Moore, Burney mnd nearly sll the other authorities
agree that the name Naphteli must have dropped out
from here; and it is absclutely necessary that we
havs a reference to the other leading tribe of the
corlition, Also we kniw from chapter four verse 6
that Barak is from Naphtali and that he brought a
large number of troopgs with him.

Any attempt at transisting this stichos n3pwIs -

P72 12 "as Issachar, so Berak" cennot stand if

'[.-..,-!‘v{
) }

we accept the mrevious note; making 723TDY to

*%n23 , However, this Inv::a problem in regard
to the word 13, 15 has the mesning of "supvort, base
etc." And we see this confirmed in the Ugaritic use
of a similar word as shown in the new Kohler Baum-
gartner Lexicon; thus Burney's translation -- 'And
Naphteli leal to Barakv
Moore has left this verse untranslated in his Jucges
and he makes an attempt et translating it in his BEnglish
translation in the Haupt series; but it is nearly im=-
possible to make any sense out of the verse snd it is
best left alone. To quote Moore: "unintellegibility
forbids us to say more than n%u is impossible as it
stands." (pe 163).
This emendation is obviouws if we compare the b part of
verse l6-vhere we see nearly all the authorities have
accerted this without question, i.e. 16b is a gluss of 15b.

Moore has improved on his earlier translatiou in his
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32,

ol

34.

5.

36.

57

e

English Translation of the Book of Judges in the

Haupt Series by accepting the translation: "at the
sheep-folds" which follows the parallelism better

than %the ash hesps."

The translation of this mart of verse 17 is so depen=-

dent on the entire history of the tribe of Van that

& note will';::aff‘ioe. See the full discussion below.

130*p 4nia repetitive gloss of the first two words

of the verse; see lioore, ad loc.

The roconstruction of the text here presented follows

a suggestion of Moore in Judges, pe 161; but he immed=-
iately qualifies it by saying that he has no confidence

in the reconstruction. "Stream of antiquity" is e lame
attempt at best to solve the mesning of the second word;
omitting 130°p Ynl the rest of the sentencs must be
made past instead of future smd 7y353 must be 333

a new change in vocelization. ihat we have is sn exvlan-
ation of the first stiches by a perallel.

An easy revocelization to the passive which fits the dis-
cription of injured horses. See Moore, Ju ad loc.

Contrary to my usual practice, . have left s word in the
text though I have surrounded it by parenthesoc. For Moore
felt no problem in the word and has left it in; howsver,, I
must agree with Blank that this is very likely a later add=
itiong; sm addition that ie quite common in the Hexateuch
when ‘he appearance of the Deity has been covered over by
making it "en angel of the Lord"

Y3pn 7an NuK an ebvious gloss taken over from Chapter




38.

39.

404

41.

42

43.

44.

45=46.

|

4; see Moore, ad loc.

The change from the feminine plural future to the
singular with suffiz meles a much more understandable
text; Moore, Jud. ad loc.

The sxact meaning of the word is still unknown, but
Moore has sugzzested this meaning himself with res-
ervations; Judges, ad loc.

The name of Sisers hes been removed by boore as s

later addition, and this certainly helps both the

styls snd the force of the verse by keeping the meter
* and letting each verb smash itself on the listener;
Julges, ad locs

The ommission of the wav follows the previous suggestion
and adds to the strength of the sentepce by leaving a
continuous flow of action without intarruption; Judges ,
ad lec s

Moore supggests the removal of the repetitive phrase "at
her feet he sank down, fell™, though it is temptine to
leave it in as a very strong poetic devis;; see Moora,
Judges, ad locs

The meening of this word is still unknown end it remains
the best as untrenslated; Moore, Judges, ad loc.

The addition of the yod and the slight revocalization
reading n3°338  for n.?_‘%_r:r_l_ eids us here as
it did in verse 26 - Noores

Without the violent rearranging of this verse as under=




47,

48.

45.

51,

62,

53.

54.
55.

66.

o

teken by Burmey, the best effort is to remove the

few repetitive words that sesm cut of place and the
result is a clesr, poetically fine verse; Moore, ad loc.
The emendation adopted hsre has been put forward by
Ewnld and followed by Blank; of all the meny sugzes=-
tions this seems to be one of the best and certainly
fits into the wonderfully psinted picture; Mocre,
Judges, ad locs

The exmct form of this werd is not too important, "His"
or "Thy"; but in spite of Moore's offering & oaronomasia hsre,
I prefer Burney's sccepting of the more consistent rsed=-
ings that we do have in other texts of "Thy"; Burney

The Book of Judges, p. 167.

Berthemu, EB.: Kurzgefasstes Exsgetisches Heandbuch zum
Alten Testament, Vol VI. KRichter und Ruth, p. 9&.

Studer, Ge Is: Das Buch der Richter grasmatisch und

historich erklaert, 1842, sefond edition, p. 166 -- as

quoted by Burney, op cit, p. 78, nots.

Cooke, G« Aes The History and Song of Deborah, p. 5.

Also see below, chapter III.

Burney, op cit, p. 82.

Moore, George Focte: Judges, pe xxxii-xxxiii - Keufman, E.,
Insists that the esserce of the chapter is much earlier than
Deborah because of the lack of any mention of the PhilJistines

(Toldoth Faemuna Hayisraelit Vol. 1, Book 3, p. 628)

. T

ibid. te! Ll Havke ¥

Pfeiffer, Robert H.: Introduction %o the 0ld lastament, p. 276

Mo. Pe 328
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Introduction to Chapter II

The Battle

"The kings came, they fought; then fought the kings
of Canaan, at Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo; Gain of silver
they did not takel" Here in precise and striking phraseology
do we find a poetic summation of the event that took place at
the historic crossroad of the valley of Jezreel. Here is

succinctly described the end of Canaanite power; and also, it

describes the first-lunited victory of the Hebrew tribes. #hat T

brought about this battle and what was represented in it must
be the subject of further exploration amnd discussion.

The battle was a culmination of strategy and planning;
and Deborah, or her contemporary, who sang this song, realized
the importance of the engagement and may have wnderstood fully
its import for the future of Israel. As Maisler puts it: "The
very size of the engagement, over L0,000 men who bore arms, shows
its importance, and even more important is the fact that these were
not, trained scldiers in ordered command, but farmers and un—
trained tribesmen; all in all the implication was that the forth-
coming battle was of the greatest importance to the enitre Hebrew
settlement in the new land.n?

This battle was not an engagement between two groups in
contest for some historic maiden's hand, nor the honor of a warrior.
It was the obvious and necessary conclusion of the economic,

social and political turmoil of this age. The fact that six Hebrew
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tribes joined arms to fight a common foe, a coalition o
Canaanite kings, shows even more clearly that a preat deal
was at stake. The decline of Egypt and the enroachment of
the Hebrews forced the kings of C2naan to make their last

desperate attempt to restore their failing positi.on.3

Contrary to the story of the event portrayed by the Redactor -
(Ep, according to Burneyl‘), the Canaanite opposition of the
Hebrews was an atlempt, to stem the tide of encroachment and
occupation of the newcomers by those established in the land,
The Song in no way represents the exultation of an oppressed
group over the dewnfall of the oppressors as theusual pious
historical notes of the Redact~r dencte; much to the contrary,
the paean of victory is the exultation of an agcressive victor
over the fallen enemy.

There can be no doubt that there was a long and

concerted attempt by the Canaanite kings to break the power of
these new invaders.s If we go along with Maisler who accepts

the Habiru of the Tel El Armana tablets as the Hebrews,®

it
is easy to see the strain thal was put on the Egyptian masters
of the country by thece persistent and agrressive tribes. It
is little wonder that with the end of Egyptian power, the
Canaanite kings would try to break the power of these tribes U
before they were broken by them. rh'é:oi{p'ﬁs’hém only drove
the entire gsroup together and ‘orced the kings of the Canaanite
cities to come out in a concerted attempt to destroy these

tribesmen.
'.ui b l‘ ary |
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As Saul had to attack the invading Philistines on
their chosen ground at Gilboa, as the Persizns had to attack
the Greeks at Thermo}&&e, a8 Lhe Syrian Greeks had to attack
the lacabbees in their mountains, so the Cansanite kings had
to attack Deborah at her chosen place. Though Rowley speaks
piously of the power of the spirit that Fave the poorly equipped

Hebvews victory over the heavily armored foe,7 laisler® and

Taeubler contend that the zenius of Deborah brought about the
victory by her strateric planning and Barak's capable execution.
laisler contends that the Canaanites had to drive
the Hebrews from the strateric control of the trade route that
mssed by Nount Tabor, for if they were not expelled then and
there, they would_push into the valleys and cut off the hizhway,
It was a fine stratepic position that Deborah had and the heavily
armored foe could not reach her, When the rains came, Deborah
cried out: "Arise, Barak" and the Canaanite kings, facing an
impossible military situation;because of the mud, turned to
flee. Then the victory was assured.

Wiho the contending forces of Lhis battle were is
important to note before we go further. The kings of Canaan
wrere undoubtedly from the valleys of Akko and Jezreel with the
main pivet at Haroshetqkoiim, the city of Sisera,which has
been identified with Harithiyeh at the main course of the Kishon
where it enters the Pay, i.e. near the foot of the Carmel.9
In addition to Harosheth poiim were the famous citiss of Taanach,

Werrido, Jokneam, Iblean, an?berhaps some smaller ones, This




coalition was heavily armed with the "tanks" of the day, metal
chariots, and it is also likely that the soldier were well

armored,

Azainst them were arrayed the two coalitions of Hebrew
tribes:10 the northern group of Issachar, Zebulun and Naphtali
and the central Hebrew tribes of Ephraim, Machir (see further
in chapter II) and Benjamin; and we know from The Song, verse 8
that these tribes mustered L0,000 poorly armed men ("shield was
not seen, nor spear"),lt

But what can speak better of the battle than the Song

tself: the coming of the kings verse 19; defeat "Gain of silver
they did not Fake"; the rain and storm contributing Lot he rout,
verse 20; confusion and drowning in the Kishon's swollen stream,

verse 21 and verse 22,




Chapter II
The Topography of the "Song"

Let us now examine the location of the various
tribes and turn to Issachar first. Moore feels that at the
time of the Song Issachar was dwelling in the hills between
the two valieys which descend from the eastern and of the
Creat plain of the Jordan; and may even have comparatively
early occupied a part of the range of Gilboa. To the northwest
it reached to the foot of Tabor, where it met both Zebulun
and Naphtali. However this is admittedly conjectural since in
our principali geographic source of the period, 8 Judges 1,
(see above = Related Lilerary Sources) Issachar is not men-
tioned, while the boundaries described in Joshua 19,17=23
represent a much later tims.12

However, the omission in Judges 1 can be Lhe key to
lead us to understand a solution proposed by Taeubler and supoort-
ed with variations by Haialar.13 The name Issachar can be con-
strued as 73V U?R, the man of hire, and the description of

Issachar in the Blessings of Jacob implies precisely this:

"Issachar is a large-boned ass, couching between the sheepfodlds.
For he saw a resting place that it was good. And the lami that
it wgs pleasant; And he bowed his shoulder to bear, and became
a tributary laborer" (Genesis L9.1hf) ( 731y ta¥y translated
in consideration of Joshua 16.,10). Maisler asserts that this
shows that they were hired laborers to the Canaanite kinpgs. But

if they were already under the Canaanite control this would be

b




a revolt while it seems obvious that Deborah is leading a
battlelazainst oppression and) for territorial and political
aggra.ndizament.lh Taeubler Sugges_ta that the Issacharites
were hired laborers on the vast estates in the valley of
Jezreel which were personal property of the Pharoahs. This
situation is reflected in cne of the Tel el Armana tablet,sls
from a prince of Meggido to the Pharcah concerned with the
proper distribution of labor on the fields of the Pharoah in
the Emek.

Thus we have the interesting situation of the Iss=
acharites living in the hills around the Emek and being mainly
occupied in tenant type labor for the Egyptian masters of the
country.

This location of Issachar clears up the problem of the
location of the town of Kadesh in chapter L, verse 9=11, If the
Kadesh is Kadesh Naphtali, it makes Sisera's flight extended and
hardly consistent with the fast action of the narrative. PRut a
Kadesh in Issachar has been identified at the modern Tell Abu
Kadis,'® two and a half miles south-cast of Meggllio, and about
the same distance from Taanach. It would be unlikely that an
important town of Issachar would be here unless the Issacharites
had long been dwellers im;t.he Jezreel region with some ruling
power that prevented their subjugation by the Canamites.

Zebulun and Naphtali were the other members of the
northern cealition and lived to the north of Issachar. According
to Judges 1,30 and Genesis L9,13, with a later explicit accoumt

in Joshua 19.,10-16, Zebulun was settled in the western part of

ta
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Lower Galilee, in the hills north of the great plain,i¥
Haphtali dwelft further north and more to the east, for we
learn in Judres 1.31 that Asher was settled north of Zebulun
and west of Hapht.ali.la We also know that after the conquest
of Hamor by the coalition of Naphtali and Zebulun (see below
-— chapter III) the territory of Naphtali extended near to the

19

Huleh for Garstang has proven that Tel el Qedah™ is the site

of ancient Hazor and this location is "four miles west of the

20

foot of the Huleh." Also Garstang has located Kadesh Naphtali

in the eastern upper Galilsezl

and this is mentioned in Judges
L6 as the home of Barak. So borfering the Emek to the north
and the north east and lying astride and in partial possession
of the main trade routes leading to Syria, we find the two
principal members of the northern coalition: Zebulun and
Naphtali.

The Joseph tribes that were always so important in the
history of Israel earned this position early, for the southern
coalition that fought w th Deborah was composed of these trihbes,
The leading tribeg was Ephraim which, by the time of the Song,
had taken complete possession of the central hill country later
known as the *hills of Bphraim.,"?2 We see much of the actual
geographic location in Judpes 1.22-29: i.,e. we see that Ephrain
was able tc expand to Beth El, but she was stopped in her southern
expansion by Gezer. In the Ehud-Eglon story, Judges 3,12-30,
we learn of the early cooperation between the large tribe Ephraim
and her smaller brother tribe Benjamin (3.27) in driving out a

Moabite occupation of the Benjamin country north of Jemsalen;23

p




so it is not difficult to generally fix her territory and the
territory of Benjamin in the same general area in which these
tribes are situated later in Jewish history.
Benjamin was a brave tribe even from these early
days and it is a tribute to the coaltion that Benjamin came
with Ephraim to Deborah's aid.zh However, bravery notwith-
standing, Benjamin, and Ephraim, were not likely to go away
from their homes in the south to go to the plains of Jezreel
unless they had well established themselves and felt safe
enough Lo leave their homes and families to swell the mumber
of Deborah's followers. (See below on the situation of Judah,)
The third Joseph tribe was Machir. According to
Bumeyzs and lloore26, there is no doubt that Iachir is lManasseh
in verse 1L of the Song. Though Manacseh is later almost ex-
clusively a Transjordanic tribe, it seems certain that Machir was
cis-Jordanic at the time of Deborah, and the movement across the
Jordan was a reflux movemnt.‘?? This seems obvious from the
geographic relationship of Manasseh to Ephraim as shown in Judges
1.,27f, for this verse leaves no doubt that Machir extended to

the edge of the Emek where her progress was halted by the string

=7

of Canaarmite cities that were to play such a role:sa the Beth Shean,

Taa:&h, Ibleam, Meggido. It undoubtedly was Machir, of all the
three Joseph tribes, that was putting great pressure on these
cities which comprised in part the coalition that all of the
tribes opposed under Deborah.

PFut there were many tribes of the Israelite brotherhood
that did not come to Megrido to aic Deborsh. As we know from The

Song, verses 14 and 15, ‘the tribes of | the northern and southern




coalitions comprised six tribes. Yet Deborah expected more
than these six, for it seems that her idea was thst "when
Israel is arrayed in arms against Canaan, every tribe and
clan is bound to come forward to the support of the National
God.”28 As we will see later, (below, on Judah etc.) Judah,
Simeon and Levi were not in any position to come to the aid
of their brethren, but there were four tribes that seemed

to be well settled in their tr=ibal locale and were secure
enough to be able to send troops to this important battle;
but who did not participate.

Two of these tribes are Transjordanir tribes: Reuben
and Gad (Gilead in verse 17 of the §Eﬂ§)'29 4s we see from
Numbers chapter 32, from a J source according Lo Pfujffer,Bo
there was an early tendency manifested by the Trans jordadc
tribes to separate. The story of the altar built by these
tribes on the banks of the Jordan, Joshua 22, is a late
story, but it reflects the same problem. Though it is clear
that the verse in the Song about Gad and Renben reflect a feel-
ing that these two had a responsibility that they did not
fulfill; still we can conclude that they siood as a barrier
for the other tribes that prevented any incﬁions from the
desert as we see later in the story of the Ammonites and
Jabesh Gilead = (1 Samuel 11).

Though there is no mention of Reuben as specifically
Transjordanic, yet it is obviously coupled with Gad "who dwells
across the Jordan" and the continuous history of these two

5
tribes seem to confirm this location., While Judges 1 rellects




the invasions of Judah, Joseph and the northern tribes,

there is no mention of these two Transjordenic tribes, so

we might conclude that they were already settled in the
Traasjordm ic country. It must be noted, however, that there
was a sense of responsibility on the part of Reuben, at least,
for the expressiocn, "Among the divisions of Reuben were preat
disenssions™ (Song, verse 15) implies that Deborah's mecsfncers
had been in the land of Heuben,and Reuben could not make up

his mind.

T i

Two matters that have caused a great deal of discussion
in the analysis of the Song are the locations of Dan and Asher
according to the comeents about them in Song, verses 16b, 17a%,
These two tribes, like the Transjordanic tribes,did not respond )

to the call of Deborah, and were alsc held responsible for

shdirking a duty. 1
The origin of Asher is unclear, for unlike her neigh—
boring Dan, she did not migrate from the south but seems to have

been in her historical location from early times. In the chromn—

icles of both, Setil and Ramses II, references are found to the
Lnaruﬂ in the hirnterland of Phoenicia. Though this does not !
prove anything absolntely, yet it it smpossible to assume this !
as correct, for this is the obvious territery of Asher in the

days of Deborah a few generations lator. Maisler supporits this
view and even appraises the district in which she settled:

fAsher had settled early in a wealthy district and was most
succesful in acquiring wealth and ample work with the Phoenicians,

Also the land was fertile and the sarkets ample to accomodate
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their production (Asher's wealth is mentioned in the Bless-
ings of Moses = Deuteronomy 33.21;-259."32

"Ashe.r sat still on the shore of the Creat Sea, And
remaing by its landing places." (Song, verse 17b); surely we
have here the scene of a contented tribe living in a good land
and having friendly relationships wit.h.;r.leigh'-nors ; the trading
Phoenicians. The Phoenicians did nct oppress the new_corers
but rather took advarmtage of the strength and eaperness of
this tribe Lo foster the good of the area. Thus it seems likely
that they were not actually living on the shore of the Mediterr-

anoan, but bty the sea in the hills behind the Phecenician towns

Despite non participation, Asher profited from the
victory at Mepegido and was able to extend her influence further

3L

dovm the coast toward the valley of Akko. As she came to
take an important part in the northern coalitien with Zebulun
and Naphtali when Manasseh, under the leadership of Gideon, threw
back an east Jordan attempt to recover the valley of Jezres1>®
(Judges €.33=35); so it shows her related geographic position,
for it had obviously changed so that the Emek recsion was of her
concern at this time while she was mare or less oblivions to the
sitvation in the time of Deborah.

kven more enigmatic than the statement abont Asher is
that concerning Dan: "And Dan, why does he seek the protection
of the ships?" (Song, verse 17a% ). The vital question in this
verse is whether at the time of Deborah Dan had settled in the
North at laish as we are told in Tudges 18, or whether she still

36 37

I
Arelldd in the south., licore,” Burtiey,”’ Taeubler, are certaln
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thet Dan had slready migrated north, while Rowley ° and
lerizhtjg maintain that they were still in the south.

It seems much more logical and likely that Dan has moved

to the north, for at no time was Dan on the sea in the
southjand we see in the Samson stcries that Dan is pushed
into narrow confines about Zerah and Eshtaol (Judges 13-1€)
in his time. From this we must conclude that the Danites

of the Samson stories!deal 'r;ith a remnant that has not moved
north, or are clder and preceded the Song. We do know that
Laish was under the protection of the Sidonians even though

it was a relatively long distance from Sidon (18.7). When

a large part of the tribe of Dan moved into the area, it is
not. unlikely that scome migrated down toward the coastal areas.
Perhaps like the Asherites they worked for the Sidonians, thus
coming under thsir protection of these seéﬁfarers, character—

LA migH conclude this also from Dan's

ized as "ships".
position in verse 17, {.e. Dan irmediately followed hy Asher;
as Reuben and Gad,

It also seems likely that Dan was in the north and well
settled, for Debcrah implies a definite responsibility on the
part, of Dan to come and fight. If Dan were being so pressed hy
enemies that he was socn to migrate, it is not likely that
Deborah would expect help from this sourcejas we will see later
in regard to Judah. Put a tribe settled at the headwaters of
the Jordan in peaceful country with opportunity for employment
and trade with the Phoenicians coulc be expected fo come to the

aid of her brethren.




The testimony of silence has tu be introduced
in regard to the remaining tribes, for in the entire Song
we find no mention of the trites Judah, Simeon, or Levi.
Opinions vary on this subject, Garstang feels the silence im=
plies that Judah (and Simecn) was late in developing political
independence and therefore was not e ven counted among the
tribes of Israel.hl Cooke maintains that Judah had not yet
realized corporate existence and had not entered into any
close connection with the other tribes.hz Moore sugrests

L3

since there was an amphictyony, '~ all tribes were responsible
to come &nd fight: "it is very significant that Judah is
not named at all, It is difficult to avoid the inference that
the poet did not count it among the tribes of Israel. It was
originally a small tribe, which grew into importance by unian
with clans of different stock (Caleb etc.), and it was separ-
ated from Joseph by a Canaanite belt; but these things hardly
account for its absence from the sonc. (Simeon and Levi are
also wanting;)“h§

Taeubler and Rorrlayh5 are moreinclined to an opinion
that seems to fit logiecally into the entire picture of the
tribes. Their opinion is that Judah did not come, nor was she
rebuked for not coming, because shw was effectively isolated
from the central tribes. If her warriors had left their homes.
it would only serve to invite the attack of the Canaanites. Rowley
adds that, later on the Israelites could unite against the

Philistines despite the Canaanites because the Canaanites had

B i W




come to recognize the Philistines as a preater enemw.hé
Since Judah conld not come, she was neither
rebuked not praised, for her isolation had prevented her
from participation in the great victory for the Iord.h?
Indeed, it would be very difficult to assume that Judah could
have been in a completely disorganized state at this time, while
occupying the position that is reflected in Judges 1. Simeon
is linked with Judah in Judges 1 and alsc is not mentioned in
the Song. We must conclude that the reason is the same,
The tribe of Levi has a most uncertain history. How=
ever, the lack ofsllenticn of Levi in the Song is very likely
not for the same rezson as Judah and Simeon, for Levi might
easily have disappeared as a tribe much earlier. This we can
conclude from the lack of any mention of Levi in Judges 1, and
the story of the wandering Levites in the later chapter of Judges,
17 [f. To conclude anything from silence in relation to levi
would be impossible, for no hints even exist that it micht have
been an organized tribe at this date. #We may have further 1liiht
on the subject from Genesis L9.,5-~7 and Genesis 3L, the Dinah story,
in which lLevi is a participant in the atrocity against the Scheche=-
mites and is cursed by Jacob in Genesis L9, Perhaps one of the
results was ostracization by the other tribes or revenge wes by
Hamor's relatives. Also note Simeon is the other participant.
A discussion of the topography of the Song is not come
plete without mention of the Kenites. However, in reality what
we have is nearly all conjecture, for we have seen above that the

mention of Jael as the wife of Heber the Kenite is a gloss in

B
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verse 2l of the Song. However, Jael appears as Heber's
wife in the fourth chapter of Judges and hoth as Kenites.
211 we actually know is that there was a tent of Kenites
located on the edge of the valley of Jezreel and that these
were Bedouins who were not foes of the Canaanites, though they
were strongly tied to the Israelites. Howeber, our Kenite
heroine defined the relationship by striking a blow for the
freedom of the Israelite tribes. Perhaps she was a symbol
of the lasting relations between the Israelites and the Kenites,
a fact not totally unlikely according to lorgenstern's work on
the Kenite Code and t he related mat.erial,ha for Morgenstern has
implied that the first prophetic reformation under King Asa was
related directly to Kenite 1mrlue1m::e.h9
The topographical description has shown that the
Israclite tribes were so situated in Canaan that the next logical
expansion for the northern and central tribes was into the rich
Emek of Jezreel region. The new pressure from the Philistines
on the southwestern tribes had blunted development in that direc-
tion and the far north had already been well cccupied, so this
salient that stood between the central and northern tribes had
to be squeezed off in order to complete tlids phase of the conguest
and settlement of Cansan. The Canaanile kinzs must have been well
aware of the situation and feeling these pressures tried to stop
the inevitable as we will see below.
But it is also important to recognize the location of
the tribes that did not come, for indirectly they played a role

in the battle of Mepiido. The bulwark presented by the well




L83

settled eastern Jordanic tribes to any incursions of the
nomadic desert tribes farther east gave added security to
the confederation's battle. And it is possible to suggest
that Asher and Dan in the north and Judah in the south served
similar functions.

So perhaps all of Israel was in a way at Meriddo and
Debofrah shows this by not cursing the tribes that could have
come but did not. The only curse was on unknown Meroz in verse
23, a wonderful parallel to the blessing of Jael. However,
much is involved' here f‘or most authorities feel that leroz was
an Israelite willage that not only did not come out to fight
for the Lord, but did not even imped@ the fleeing Sisera as he
passed their gates.5® Thus it was cursed and the fulfillmert
must have come to pass,51 for the name Meroz has been lost from
history. Perhaps the phrase 10y na? "may his name be
blotted out" recurrent in later Hebrew literature can be applied

here.




Notes Chapter II1

In Judges 1, the united afforts of smaller units of
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Chapter III
The Historical situation

It is to Egypt that we must turn in order to

understand the historical background of the Song of Deborah.

Since Egypt's rise to empire, the province of
Palestine remained resularly a possession of the Phamh-'s.
Thutmoge III, ca 1500 B.C.E., spoke of one<hundred=nineteen

1 and even in 1k79,

cities that he had captured in Canaan,
B.C.E. leggido was aacked2 by the same Fharoah,

The rise and fall of the power of the empire always
was raflected in the control of Palestine. For over a hundred
vears the Phargahs Amenhotep II and IIT kept a firm grasp on
Palestine as they did on Egrpt. However, the religious reformer,
Akhenaton, 6a. 1375,left the administraticn of the empire to
lesser hands and soon Palestine was beset by invaders, called
the H.nbiru.3 This period is well documented by the Tel el Armant
tablets, and they show that Egyptian power was on the wanf.

After a period of Hittite domination of Syria and
Palestine = ca, 1375-1360, the empire was restored and the
{first Hittite invasion was blunted. So we may assume Epyptian
power was again primary in Palestinian €ontrol; though we know
that it was the responsibility of the very able Phamhhs, Seti I
and Ramses II to destroy the Canaanite towns of Kadesh and Beth
Anath, respectively, during their reigns: S@ti I, 131k B.C.E.

to 1292 B.C.E., Ramses II, 1292 5.C.E. te 1225 B,C.E, Probahly

A,




a8 a result of independent revolts.

A new threat to Egyptian power came from the sea
peoples wrno were migrating in force from the Aegean world,
newly beset by invading northern peoples. These' people first
broke upon the Egyptian empire in the later part of the reign
of ﬁamSQS.II; and were a real threat to his successor Merneptah,
1225 to 12i5.

However, Merneptah was able to repair the damarpes
inflicted in the waning years of the reigh of his apged father,
Ramses II , and he decisively defeated the sea peoples and drove
them from the gates of Egypt. le also campaigned extensively in
Palestine and Syria and his famous stele, ca. 1221 F.C.E.h
boasts of his campéipgns in the area.

Upon the death of lierneptah ca. 12155 the throne of
Egypt was usurped by a Syrian pretender and anarchy reizned in
the territory that was formerly under the firm control of Empt.
This anarchy lasted fifteen years until the aégssion of Set Nekt
in 1200 when a vigorous restoration of Egyptian power was made,
After a brief reign, Set Nekt was succeeded by the capable
Ramses III who strangthened Epyptian power and defeated the sea
peoples in a great naval battle. But on his death (1167), no
strong successor rose to the Egyptian throne and a decline set in
that saw the Egyptian power waning in Palestine; and it was in
the year 1160, that the complete evacuation of Palestine by Egypt

took place.

The period that is directly related to the battle led




by Deborah is from the death of Merneptah, ca. 1215, to the
end of Egyptian power in Palestine, ca, 1160. Such chaos
reigned in Egypt at this time, 1215 = 1200 that, 25 noted
above, a Syrian usurper was able to seize the thron&.6 As

a result, the hold over the empire was temporarily slackened.

To the Canaanite cities this break in effective
control by the Bgyptians gave them more independence. But the
relaxing of Egyptian power meant that these cities then had te
contend with Hebrew tribes dwelling in the hills to the north,
south and east of the valley of Jezreel., The terror of the
Canaanites' chariots seemed to have been effective in keeping
the more agrressive tribes from the valley, for the major
Canaanite cities lay at the edge of the plain and were concerned
only with trade that passed through the valley and the harvests
of the valley. I&lso these cities could not be attacked by the
poorly trained and ill equipped hill fighters. However, the
responsibility had descendedlfn these cities to keep the order
formerly enforced by the Egyptians, and the muisance value of
raiding hill tribes became a very trying problem,

To the north along the main trade route from the plain
of Jezreel Lo Syria, lay the city of Hazor, menaced by the new=
coming tribes especially Naphtali and Zebulun. The chaos in the
Egyptian empire after lerneptah's death and the resultant break-
dovn of the control ove_r the major trade routes made Hazor
face the menace of these tribes, cut off from the main Canaanite

power, Exactly what happened is not certain, thouch we have two




accounts of the happening. The older account, mixed into
the prose account of the battle of Deborah in Judges L,
comprises Judges L.2a, 3, 10a, 23 and 2. lere we discern
the struggles as a conflict between Zebulun-Naphtali and Jabin,
the king of Hazor, However, we are oroveded with a fuller
account in Joshua 11.1-9?, which Ffeiffer characterizes as
"an echo® of the story alluded to in Jndges h.8 #hat must
have happened was that the absence of Egyptian control over
the main trade route brought increased raids by the hill people,
probably Naphtali. Then Jabin, the king of Hazor, set out to
subdue these people and open up his lines of communication.
If the Septuagint version of Joshua 11.?9 can be relied upon,
we .an see Lhal Jabin went into the hill conntry after these
tribesmen; and he met the Israelite tribesman in battle at
Verom, (Joshua 11.5) in the Hebrew text, Garstang has iden-
tified Merom's location)in the hills of northern Galilea,.lo
so even without the addition in the LiX there seems little
doubt that the tradition reflects an attack by Jabin into the
couritry of the tribesmen. This was a fatal error for him
since his chariots were o no use therefnnd he was defeated,
His defenseless city was then taken by the tribesmen of Naphtali
and Zebulun and the power of the Canaanites was broken for all
times in the upper Galilee,

Not only was the Canaanite power broken in the area
but now the tribe of Naphtali wa$ on the main trade route from
the north of Jezreel to Lebanon, though it is not to be inferred

that they immediately set about to cut this transportation line,




for it was of great commercial value to the Isrmelite tribu.l1

However, no further action was taken at this tina.'
sithor by the Israslite tribes or the Canssnite cities in the
Emek, o5 far as we imow, for the lsrger power strugcle was
res=£:=’: 1.0 the Hittite~Egyptian struggle; and the new
Fharosh §et Nekt reestablished much of the Egyptien power in
the empire. g
We may therefore conclude that mother periocd of
Egyptian strength held in check the further smbitions of the
Israelite tribes snd sny repressive action of the Canaanites.
Perhaps we ™y conjecture here that this is the time of the
migr:ﬂd;;"ﬁ;rt A Since the generally acceptad pericd of the
Philistine invasion of the coast of lower Palestine ias cu.
1190,12 the migration must have occured after thnt,. ;':1: a5 we
have seen abﬂve.13 by ths tims of Deborah, Dan wes alrsacy in
the north.

However, tha period of renewed Egyptien control,was
short and with the desth of Ramses III (1167), Bgyptian control
o Pelestine started to slip completely; and, as we have men=-
tioned lbovo.M by 1160 Palestine was an arena, froe for internal
struggles without external interferences

The Cansenites were quick to sense the dauger of the
period, for they had seen Hazor and the Canaanite power in
the north had fallen ir the nrevious interregnuwn in Egypt.

Alsn, if our conjecture is correct, the movement of Dan from

the south to the porth demorstrated the new danzer from the




son peoples This firmer Isrmeclite hold on the isclated

north brought about the settlings of Dan, inoreased the

pressure on the Valley of Jezreel mmé put the Canaanites'
trade route to the morth in much grester potentisl denger
than beforas,

It was then that the Csnmsnite cities took ection.

"Caravans ceased, and wayfarers travelled by roundsbout paths.

Hamlets coased ia Isrsel," (Song, verse €2 b, 7a). From tanis

we may conclude that srmed bands went forth from the Canaanite

citios with the specifie aim of disrupting the development of

e

the Israselite tribes and of nlunting their mctivities before
they could becoms tou sgressive. These armed bunds probably

went up into the area along the trade routes snd destroysd

the unwalled Israelite villages that were the germ centers laor

inorsusing eactivity against the Cemmanites.

There was one particularly agzressive Canssnits
leader who terrorized the Israelite settlements so that he is
specifically mentiened as epitomizing the pericd, "In the days
of Shamgar ben Anath" (Song, verse 6a ),15 all these events '1
etarted. I%t has been suggosted that Sisers is the son and

successor of Shamgar end a historical succession is shom in f

the Songe However, there is no certain foundation for this,

since the sole basis 1s on ths similarity of the source of

their nn.ms.le
However, we can be certsin that the Canmanites embarked

on an incressingly aggressive campaign against the Iareelites as

the grip of the Egyptians loosened; snd undoubtedly the heaviest
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Erves

hended effort was turned on to the Issacharites.

The losation of the bulk of the tribe of Issachars |
was in the valley of Jezreél and in the hills about the
valleyy wh& the tribe was also working on the royal Egyptian
estates in the valley.n At first the Issacharites probuably
continued at their work even though their Bgyptian masters
were lanving the country. Probably when the Egyptisn power
collapsed, they continued at their work but Decame restive.
The Canmanites, fearing this restiveness set to subjugzate them
since the Canaanite cities were left free to cdominate anc
profit from the rich plains. However, the new masters whose
weakness was internal struggling in the deys of early out-
side cengers as reflected in the Armana texts,m probably
did not present a united front in extending their control.

On the other hand the increasing numbers and power of the
Israelite tribes probably e?cmrraged the Isamacharites 1o
try to gain this rich valley for their own rather than serve
new masterss Common cause had long been made with the othar
northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali (above chapter II);
and the success of the lstter two in bresking the Canaenite
power in the morth probably encourared the Issacharites to
hope for success.

No d oubt common cause had been mede also with Machir
on the southern side of the Emek; aml with restricted expsnsjon
in the south/ by the Canaanites and the pressure of the Fhilia-
tines, Ephraim and Benjamin were also ready to joinm in picking

the ripe plum that fell from the Egyrtiem tree. However, it



seoms that the immediste casus Pelli was the repressive
technique of Shamgar and his ilk § and this repression,
having lasted over a periné of a few decades gave csuse
for the Isreselites to umite.

The most prominent member of the tribe of Issachar, ”.
the prophetess chornh.w sent out emissaries to all of the
northern and ceatral Isreelites tribes, even to the fur north

and across the Jordon. The pax Aegyptiscs, having given these

tribes a chance to settle comfortably into their newly con- to Y i
quered lands, had ended; now was their chance to drive their :(.I;, pT :..v\
local enemy out of his last position. The Isrselite tribes ':.; . ‘-rl'--"' -
already united by a common faibh.zo now cculd comple te the st

subjugation of the rich northern part of the country by aiding : y
their brethren of Issachar %c beat back the repressive actions I
of the Canaanite city lords anc setablish Isrselite hegemory in
the wvalley of Jezreel.
The gathering of the various tribes tc ald thelir brethrem
of lssachar did not escape the notice of the Caneanitss; anc
Sisera, the king of Harosheth goiim, the leading ruler of the
Brek, called upon all the lords (m. verse 192) of the cities
ef the Emek to oome out against this ermy of 40,000 irregular

Isrnelite tribnun-n

The other lords of the valley were
awakened to this greet threat and responded with all their
chariotry so Slsars mustered "S00 chariots of iron"?? gnd
came out against the Israelites hemded by Barsk, the army

commander from .‘.;n;:il:‘l-.ali.‘?'3
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The Date

The hettle must have taken place in the latter

third of the 12th century B.C.E.. We have seen above that

the first blow for freedom came about during the first in-
terregnum of 1216-1200; and that this period was followed by
over thirty years of pesce until the death of “amses III (11€7).
To allow for a generation after the early oppressor, Shamgar,

is a conjecture, but reascnsble ir the light of verse € since
the implication is a proetracted period of agressive suppression

by the Canasnites from this early oppressor. If we assume that
o

the Egyptian withdrawl was completed by 1120, we can place

Shemger at about this time and pluce tne battle between Sisera

24
and Barsk about thirty five years later, i.e., 1126 B.C.E.

|
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This conclusion is based solely on verse 8 of the
Song: Judges 3431 must be treated as unhistorical,
an insertion that was put into the text later than
the Deuteronomic author of 3.2C and 4.1 where the
new story starts "when Enud was dead?, refering to
chapter 3 (Moore, op eit., p. 143.). If a comparison
with 2 Samuel 23.11 f is made, we see that the story of
Shammeh the son of Age, The Ararite may have been ihe
source of Judges 3.31 for it seems to be a nearly exact
copy of the statement about Shamgar ben Math in 3.31
of Judgss. (Burney, Judges, p. 75.). £ Samuel 23.11:
ARy poneY%s 120K YYNN RAR=13 TOU 1TINKR)
IR % SUPREYS 23808 TB) HFTEYe weieenee
+a%171 AYAEn §InY ¥y 2'neys Judges 3.31:
NIKL gwdnEia AR 7YY N3Y-13 20T T 1IAK)
tYRITY AR KIN O3 FEITT WPLn IoVas wK
Also the use of the name of a Cansapnite deity in the name
of & Jewish hero is unheard of in the Bible (Moore, ibid.).
Maisler has shown that the name "Anath" is of Hurrian
origin and is the neme of a familiar Semitic deity as seen
in the “emitic Ras Shamra texts. The neme “Anath" also
aoears as s Hurrian deity both in the Boghatkoi texts and
in the non-Semitic Ras Shamra tablets. (Maisler, Shamgar
Ben Anath, p. 193)

Moore, G.F., Shamgar and Sisera, ps 160. Both names are

non-Hebreioc in origin and seem to be Hittite (Maisler has

proven Shamgzsr as Hurrian in origin, bssed on Anath -- see

|




17.

18.

22.

23.

24.

above ncte on Shamgar.)

Sse ebove, chapter II, on Issachar.

Robinson, op cit., pes 8; nlso Pritchard, op cit.,

on the Armana teblets, passim.

See ’urther on this = chapter IV, part 3 below.

See further on this - chapter IV, part 1 below.

EEEE' voerse Bb.

Judges 4.)3.

The fact that a Naphtalite is the general of the united
forces of the Isrselites in the battle instigated by an
Issacharite is sipnificent, for it shows that Iesechar

had the cause, but not the experience sand the military
organization vhile Barak represented the victorious
Navhtalites who had already distincuished themselves at
Merom, again in company with their ally Zebulum {Song

verse 18).

It might also be significant that in chapter 4 ,8f, Barak has
to urge Dehorah, and perhaps all of Issachar, to join in the fight.
This might add to our understanding of the d’Ecriptinns of
Issachar as "a lafge boned ass, crouching behind the shesp=
folds", @enesis 49.14, "a hired people" whose war sxperiences
hed been limited because of their dependent living under
Egypt

This date is also suggested by Taeubler anc by Albright

(The Song of Deborah in the Light of Archaeology, p. 29).

However, Albright's reversal oa this date in 1940 and
acceptance of Engberg's dsting, after 1080, (BASCR - No.

78, ppe 4=9) invalidated his very interesting and valuable




thesis on the date of the Song. However, in nots 52

to The Bitlical Period, he has reversed his stend and

again he mocepts the date 1125 B.C.E.

His proof offers much to this work, though it is still

so nuch conjecture that I am leaving it as a note. Per-
haps when Hazor is thoroushly excavated, the deting from
the two cities may present an entirely different light on

the historicel happenings of this time.

The svidence for his dating is best developed in his article,

Further Light on the History of Israel from Lachish and

Megiddo (BASOR; No. €8 = p. 69) and should be consulted in

conjunction with The Song of Deborab in the 1i-ht of

Archaeology (BASOR 62 - p. 26-31)

The basis of the dating is the complete bresk between
cities VII and VI of Megiddo. The break is not only a

much more complete bresk than between cities VI and V
(Engberg's placing of the Song), buk city VII is definitely
a Cansanite city and eity VI is wery likely an Israelite
city for it is "a new, relatively crude culture." Further,
in the “ongz, verse 18b "At Tanack by the waters of Megiddo"
sesems to indicate (to Albright) that T’mu! was standing
at this time snd Mepiddo was in ruins, since he refers to

his theory that they were complementevy cities, never

flourishing at the same time (Archaeology of FPalestine, p. 117)

Since Megiddo VII was destroyed in ca. 1160, and Negiddo VI
wag active ca. 1100, the approximate time of the battle must

have been in between, i.e. ca. 1125.

1
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However, Taeubler had suzgested that they1il “. refers

to the springs sbout Megiddo in a small ares befure the clity
itself. He maintains this plsce could have boen om led

1724 Y0 sod would have denoted this arsa as a limit of

the battle i.e. starting at Teansch snd ending at - |
He also maintains tha®7i. *van be a poetic device that
describes a city and an area. In view of the poem as a

whole, this is logical and adds weight sgainst Albright's precise
dating on thies basis.

I might conjecturs that Megiddo was destroyed as the Egyptians
retired, for its stratepgic poeition und the fluctuating
political picture might have inspired s revolt in sn attempt
at selzing authority. Or the date for Deborah might be
transferred to ca. 1160 mnd Hgiddordestruction would be
attributed to the victorious Isrselites. Though it doesn't
seem likely that sny cities were captured becsuse of the
complate lack of any statsment of this fact in either chapters
4 or 8. Another conjec*ure would be that since Megidde was in
ruins, dominsnce fell to Harosheth goiim instead. And since
Megiddo was always the most importent eity of the plain of
Jezreel, its destruction could have been brought about as

a result of sn internal Canacnite squabble over power after
the Egyptian v:lthdrn;.. In conelusion, my direct evidence
that may be drawn from archaeclogy must be tempered by con-
tinued pstierce until enough proof is in the hends of scnclars
to determine a positive application to a study of this period.

Howevsr, one thing is clear from this dating snd that is the



limits of possible cdating of the Song sre from ca.
1150 B.C.8+ to 6a. 1100 B.C.E. which supports the

contentions macde shove.
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Chapter IV Social Background

A. Religious Significance

When the magnitude and the compelling circumstances
of the battle between the Israslite tribes and the Cansanites
are surveyed, an impelling question must be msked: What force
welded these new tribes into a vital, victorious unity? The
Song itself gives a very positive answer: The Israelite tribes,
both those at "the waters of Megiddo" mnd those not there were
bound together by & common faith, a common God.

Concretely, the Song reflects & God idea that is of
primary significance to our subject. The name of the Deity appears
fourteen times in the form of the Tetragrammatonniny running
through the entire Sonz as its theme. Starting from verse 2, in
which the listeners are exhorted v 7Y 12792 "Bless ye
the Lord", we see immediately in verse 3 that pnyn*Yy, YRavy *ab%x &%
"to the Lord"™, "to the Lord, God of Israel” is this song sung:
sung in His praise and attributing to Him the glory and the victory.
Verse 4 shows us further that the Lord, Himself, came forth to
participate in the battle, end all nature responded to Him

g2 15031 0'ay 021 1217103 DYooV DA TEYY TOK
"The earth quaked, the heavens swayed, the olouds dripped water."
And in even a more demonstrative way, verse fin® *3sn %13 oo
"aYx A4 *350"The mounteins streamed before the Lord, Before the
Lo‘?r';.:tt;od of 1srael." 1In verse 9, the volunteers are exhorted to

nyns 1972"Bless ye the Lord" before the singer continues with the




pmm.1r ;n,?c‘rav:‘ll. the "victories of the Lord" #IRY NIPT3
are reltted. A new element about the Deity enters in verse lls
here the people engaged in the battle are called the 545y gy
"the people of the Lord™; alsc this expression is repeated in
verse 13 @%71233 1% 79° nIn® oy (see below on oy ).
Verse 23 adds more evidence for the God idea in the term pnin» nuty
further implying the personal participation of the Deity as seen
in verse 5; and in addition, verse 23 sterts with the form of s
divine curse thus attributing punitive powers to the Deity,
a0 oK 170 "f'lﬂu"oursei’ ye, Meroz, saith the Lord."

§ .
) il

Additional evidence appears in verse 3l. In this verse the Deity
fi‘s attributed "enemies and friends"; anc the implication is that ey
the snemies of the Israelite tribes are lis snemies; and His

"friends" are these confederated tribes.

Thus far the evidence of the various uses of the name
of the Deity shows thati17” was the God of the united tribes at
Migiddo, as well es the tribes that did not acpear there. And His
authority was accepted by these tribes as the Deity.

As mentioned above, in regard to verse 4, the Deity Him-
self came to the battle at "the waters of Megiddoe", This is further
supportsd by the curse given to Meroz who did not come f1nY NNI¥Y

B*912a3 "to the help of the Lord like brave men." (verse 23).
Certainly to come to the Lord's aid meant that He, too, participated.

Al®m the power of nature, a natural attribute of the Deity.,

was against the Caneanite kings =< verse 20 ©Ya2127n lan%vl Drave e

Ra0*U oy ton%3 oniviba

The later story in chapter 4 confirms this action by the statement
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XKIC20 Ak AwnY ondy , "and the Lord confounded
Sisera" (Judges 4, 15), which like Exodus 14.24, Joshua 10.10,
1 Samusl 7.10 et al uses opon to imply the use of the divine
forces in nature against the o::eqr.
The coming of the mdm further man-
ifestetion of the divine powers in nature; after the routs of
His ocoming, the text continues as we mﬁnt&md sbove (verses
4bv, 5) =139 1913 0YIn, -131 AEYY TOK
"The sarth trembled, the heavens swayed." The earth and heavens
responded to His movement and He appeared az a storm. (ses also
Micah 1.3f). So we may comcluie that He has the powers of & storm
God as -nif ;s;Lord of all natural foroes.
However the coming of the lord to Jezredl opens another
phase of the God idea implicit in the Song. Verse 4a 7 yud X33 nwa°
DI1TIK *Twa Jiyi3 implies that the residence of the Daity was
not in Canaan but was to the south. This tradition is born out in
the incidents of Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3.1); amd the
giving of the Law (Exodus 19.2f and 34.2), both events taking
plece on a sacred mountain to the south in the desert of Sinai.
The later story of Elijsh (1 Kings 19.8) bears out this tradition
even more complstely. It was to a mountain in the southern
desert that Elijah fled to sesek God == this mountain was a forty
day journey into the desert south of Beer Shchn.l
So it is clearly shown in the Song that a God idea was
current at Lhe time of Deborah and its principle components werei
ls A sincle Deity n1nY accepted by all the confederated

Isrenlite tribes.
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A Deity personally connected with these people;
80 they are known as ©1°% v
A Deity who fights personally in the battles of

His peopls by use of natural wonders, such as

storm, earthquake, thunder and lightning, perhaps
volcanie eruptions.

A Deity who would inflict punitive punishment against -
any group that is cursed in His name. .
A Deity whose residence is not in Canaan, but is

-

south of Cenaan in the desert. ' ° = 4ok

T
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Bse The Problem of Israel

The phrase, YRaw® nvx niaY (verse 3 and 5) is

of great importance in the underatanding of the 805'1 background .

The nemts Israel was first recorded outside of the Bible in the

stele of Merneptahs ca. 1225 n.c.x.z

"The Hittite land is pacified

Plundered is the Canaan, with every evil,

Carried off is fskalcn,

Seized upon is Gezer.

Yenoam is made as a thing not existing

Israel is desolated, her seed is not.

Kharu (S. Palestine) has become a (defenseless) widow for

Egypt
All lands are united, they are pacified;
Everyone that is turbulent is bound by King Merneptah."

However, the "Israel" here mentioned is probably a
district rather than a people as Pritehard® suggests. Gu.tmg‘
regards the reference to Israel as referrinz to Galilee, ard
poseibly including the central phtoauso

If we assume that the Israel of Merneptah's stele hed

no precise natiomsl connotation, we cannoct conclude from it that

Israel in the Song is a national entity. However, the Song does

contribute to our knowledge for we do knowsunited tribes of Deborah
were fallowers of a Deity who was the "God of Israel"s in verse 3
"the kings" and "the princes" are called to witness to the fact that
the writer sings to "the Lord", who is "the God of Israel". 1In
addition, it should be noted that verseg 2 YKTw*2 nIyas yiaa
"Ye as ones who loosen the hair in Israel™ alludes to "Israel" as
the group involvedy also "in Israel" in vss. 7a, 7b, Bb, llbjand Sa.
Further knowledge is added by the expression, f17i* OF

(verses 11 and 13). Certainly the Lord was the Deity of these tribes,
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and since He was YRv* *n%k ,"tho God of Ilrul‘: it might be
logically concluded that oy 1is Yqg* +« From verse 2
we know 0OV pertains to these people involved in the battle
oy aTnna.,

Though a syllogism is hardly a positive instrument in
Biblical research, still the deduction of OF equals  YXI©*
is supported by the use of the term imnnlbuﬁc'nmd by the
owverall fact that Israel was the name for these very tribes a
few generations later in the days of Samuel and Saul. In addi~
tion to this, the use by Merneptah of Israel, even though a
location, adds some evidence. All taken together the conclusion
that Isrsel was the name of the vonfederation of Israslite tribes

is very pouibl..8
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€. The Political Organigzation

Politically, the set up of the confederation seems to
be thugs no central muthority and eech tribe with individual
leedership. From time to time to meet emergencies there arose
s leader known as a Judgs who led the tribes, either singly or
in groups. : ' a &

The spirit of the Song reflects the independence of the b s Dast
tribes from any centralized confederation. Certainly no centrally el s
organized groups would allow four members not to participate, as '
was the case of Asher, Dan, Gad and Reuben (verses 15b, 16, 17).

Also the term 71*22¥2 "among thy clsnsmen",
applied to Benjamin in relation to Ephraim in verse 14, shows clan *
spirit, i.es & feeling of brotherhood between some tribes only.

As we have discussed above, Benjamin, a southernly tribe not vitally
interested in the Jezreel nrea.)cmo to the battle as a member of a

clan uoalition.'r

In the description of the conquests of the "house of
Joseph™ in Judge 1.22f more specific mentions of Manasssh and
Ephraim follow and there is no mention of Benjamin except in
relation to Jerusalem, verse 21. Undoubtedly the clan is mentioned
first and then its members. So 7'0buy3 adds to the facts of
the political structure by showing a clan structure between the
level of tribe and over all confederation.

Further tholﬁ'u}me; of various leaders of the different

tribes imply local chieftans: verse 14b o*ppnao "truncheon

bearers". Verse 14b 1910 DaT2 0200  "those who lead




with the muster-masters staff", verse 15a vqp "princes",
and generally DO°PpIM irn verse 9a "marshalls™; however it is

interesting to note that o'ppno end OY'ppIn are both

taken from the root ppn and according to Gesenius are words
for "Judge" ppin amd "law ziver” goppnu g The word pYay
is much commoner and 7910 DAV 0?3UD can be understood
in the light of analogous usage in Jeremiah 37316, 52125, 2 Kings
25.19 where the use seems to imply a scribe of the muster l’olllgi
perhaps the chief scribe was the leader.
The use of the terms g'ppnn and DpPpIn  are
very important to consider in light of the word o©niIv. Judges 4.4
YRIYY DR A0AT K0 L,AKY3II AUR 9121

here Daborah is a prophetissbut also she "fudges Israel" and in 4.5:

poway YKIW? 32 7YYK YYy21 "And the children of Israel went
up to her for judgment.® In Judges 3,10, the use of vow is
a result of divine action YRIUY DR DO [IAY RN 1Ry Yo

and the general distinction of the Judzes was what AlbriehtlC,

following Weber and Alt,terms "sherismatie", i.e. "some speeial
power about them which Wwas believed to represent the direct outpour-
ing of divine 5:-..1:011 (charisma). '

Deborah is ‘he spiritual leader of the incident and may be
termed "charismatic." However, she did not captain the military
enterprise; Barak, the leader of Naphtall. led the army into battle
(5.12b, 4.10). Thus it seems that the leadership of Israel was
divided thual;.r.l a raligious leader who judged and prophesied as
a X33 12. but in the same capecity as instigator who serwved
to inwestigate the people to war, and a military leader who led the

"tribes as a unit in the battle only.
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D+ Mode of Livinz

The fact that the pecple were living in scattered
"unwalled villages"™ pyiqg of verse 7 (emended) seems to imply
an agricvltural type of life. However, this may only apply com=
plately to the Issacharites whom we have placed as tenant labor
in the Bmek end living in the surrounding hills. (see above
chacter II). But no doubt all the Cis'_:lordanic tribes did some
farming to fill their own needs for when trade with outside
nations started, it was able to develop bedfigse of agricultural
surpluus.ls

However, there were other occupations of a non=egri-
cultural nature: verse 6 mention the cessation of "caravans."
The implication from this is that Israclites were either tradesmen,
mercenaries and carriers for the tradesmen, or plunderers of cara-
vans. The latter occupation must have been what is referred to in
Genesis 49417 == "Dan shall be a servent in the way", but the former
occuvations are merely conjectural. However, the concern over the
disruption of trnul}, verse €;implies some commercial activities.

To the north the D:ﬁites anc Asherites, who lived near
the Phoenicians, were mlso encared in work related to the sea as
we see in verse 17.14 However, the exact nature of their work is
not known.

The trans Jordanic tribes are obviously pestoral, ascord=
ing to verse 16 whioch sayss piyprqu you% onawvon 173 naeY nob

091y "™ihy didst thou sit still among

the sheep folds, listening to the eallinzs of the flocks?" This is
reflected in Numbers 32 when the Reubenites and Gadites are charac-

terized as possessors of "a very rreat multitude of cattle" (Numbers




32.1)

The Israelite society at the time of Deboreh reflected )
variations that corresponded to the topography and the condition
of relations with the neighbrring people. In the western Jordanic
region it was agriculturally based, with trade and commerce flour-
ishing only in a restricted way. Labor hired to neighboring rulers,
and, perhaps, some forms of raidiaz, were also commoh. In the
easterp Jordanic country, the society was pastoral and perhaps
still nomadic.

It is worthwhile to mentjon here what must have been
the idea of hospitality in the time of Deborah. By the time of
the stary in chavter 4 of Judges, the esrlier deseri soncert of
hospitality had been forgotten sand the greatast deed was for
religious or national gein; but not so in the ;S_glx_&. In 5.25-27,
we see that the writer relates the tale of a traveller who re-
quested refreshment while he was escaping and the Bedwin woman
gave him sour milk to drink; and while he was off his guard, she
smote him. However, the version in ohapter 4.17=21 tells of Jael
inviting him into her tent anmi putting him to rest and promising him
safety. But she violated all the moral codes of the desert when
she smote him as he lay asleep within her tent. 8o, perheps we may
conjecture that the strength of desert morality was still strong in
Deborsh's time, end the later Wwersion has let dramatics make the

treatment unnatural snd unhistorical.
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E. War

As it has been shown above, the Deity was considered
as i He came in persor to fight with the Israelites against their
snemies. This leads us to an understanding of war in these terms
as & sacrod funection. The "looseaing of the hair" ir verse 2 seems
to be a symbol of dedication to war. In Deuteronomy 32.42 the ex-
pression 373K N5 wRI2 "from the long haired huds:%ha
enemy" shows the pructice as a war rite. Morgenstern has of fered
the comparigor with the Bedouirn practice of women letting their
hair flow looss as & stimulant to the warriors.t?

More of & religious tone ‘s added by the term 37300
"yolunteer onesalf"; taken with the lon. hair, ic might te inter-
proted as the sign of self dedication of one's person. Self Jedi-
cation is consistent with the sacred character of war. The reflec-
tion in Deuteronory 22.10=15 in which ritual clesnliness is demanded
of warriore since eeese TVIETY 300 29P2 ¥A0C PPN VKR AR

IC1TP 308 'Y "The Lord walketh in the midst of your camp
to deliver thee s.... therafor shall thy camp bg' holy™; though much
later, it eliows & very positive attitude toward battle as swecred;
and it 1s likely that the tradition is from much earlier times.

The text shors, however, that all motives were not just
for the religious inspiration of the battle or the work of the
Deity. Thers were distinetl, material motives irn war, motives
that continued as an integral part of the batsde of war until
the concept of "total war” became dominant. The motives were

principally booty, "no doubt they are findiag, dividing Eﬂoty;“la




Song 30a verse 1 == booty of all types:semd precious metals
("Gains of silver they did not take," Song, verse 13t ),
valuable cloth ("Booty of dyed stuff for Bisera, a pisce
of embroidery or two for the neck of the gueen mother",
Song, verse 30b), and female orisoners ("i wemen or two for

sach man", Song, verse 30a).
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Fe Cultural Perspective

The evidence of a high cultural level at the time of the
Song are important to our understanding of the period. The scene
iu the court of Sisera pictures an advanced culture: the harsm,
the queen and her court, the lattice (verses 28-30), that was not
inconsonant with the wealth and long influence upon the Canaanite
cities of the great cultural empires. The luscriptions of the
kings of Yadi in the eighth century B.C.E. have shown thet the
languare of the Syrian arew weas very similsr to the Hebrew of the
time of Deborsh,” md even in sSong, verse 11, 13n%, we have what
is called an Aramaism, but this only proves that the entire area
was more of a cultural unity than we might have comcluded. In add-
ition, the meter and style of the Song reflect & high cultursl pre-
decessors: the meter of a good part of the Song is similar to Gil-
gamesh epic of ancient Bntquoifmid\ may reflect either some influence
from the latter to the former, or a similar traditional for both.
Also the use of climific marallelisms shows an advanced literary
develorment. However, the undeniable fact is that the Song of Deborah
"holds a high place among Triumphsl Odes in the litersture of the
world"m, and it shows a development and command of the rescurces o
the langusge for ends of poetical expression which prove that poetry
had long been cultivated smong the Hebrews. Few fragments of this
eerlier poetry have come down to us; probably few survived to the
centuries with which our Hebrew literature begins, but we cannot doubt
that the nomadic forefathers of Israel took the same keen delight in

r

lyric poetry which is so strongly marked a trait of the Arabs,
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(Footnote == it is an erronieous inference, however, that there

must have been an extensive poetical literature before Deborah. Bariy
poetry was not preserved in books, but in the breasts of men.

It &8 quite possible that the Song of Deborsh itself was thus

—_—

perpetuated for generations. )33
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The Conclusion

In aprroximately 1125 B.C.E. on the plains of Jezreel,
s battlie between the Canasnite kincs of the valleys of Jezresl
and Acco and a confedsration of the Isrselite tribes of Issachar,
Naphtali, Zedulun, Zphraim, Bsnjamin sand Manasseh took place.
This hattle hes been memorin)lized in a famous poem, known as
The Song cof Deborah Judges 5.2-31.

The poem is one of stetely beauty and primitive charm and
literally ranks high in world litermture. But its importance to this
work has been that it is the originel source of the historioal
and sociologicsl background of the period suding in 1126 B.C.E.

Through a thorowh study of this poem, I have been led
to #ﬂomnuﬁ ly behind the curtain of time at the scenes of
1ife in early Israel. This ;&:: has shown that the Israclite
tribes were settled from "Dan to Beer sheba" with a few slight
modifications.

In the south, the state of development in Judah is
uncertain though this tribes seems ts hmve boen settled in the south
Judaean hills, probably with its fellow tribe Simfn. However, the
southwestern purt of Judea was under attack by the Fhilistines
and the northern part containad Cansanite strongholds that 1imited
her activity and cut her coff from the main body of Israslite
tribes in the central and northern hills.

Also the rich valley of Jetreel was ooouw‘cd by Canesn ite

cities whose strength of srms was abls to keep the Israelite out

o

-



of the valley. This applied mainly to Msnassesh on the southemn
side anxd Zebulun md Naphtah to the north md east of the valley.
However, these tribes exerted constant pressure on these cities
in control of the plsin; and luphtnh"ud Zebulun had sven disposed
of the main center of Canaanite power in the north at Hazor.

The only triba that dwelt in the valley was Issachar. Ihis
tribe had long served as tenant labor on the royal Egyptien estates
in the valey; and, when the Egyptisns left, they becams a spear-
head directed ag« nst the heart of Canamite vower.

Aeross the Jorden, the pastorsl tribes of Ged and Reuben
dwelt in relative peace. ITo tie north Asher snd Usn dwelt in a
seemingly comfortable position and liad a ood relationship with
their Fhoenician neighbors. In the center dwelt the great tribe of ‘
Ephraim and her younger clan brother, Benjamin, well entrenched
in the central hill country.

It was the tribe Issachar that percipitated the war. Since
the withdrewl of Egyptian hegemony, these tribesmen had become
rostive. Not mxicus to mceept tie rule of the Canasnite cities, these
trihasmen were oppressed by tho local kings in order to keep them
in treir former servile positions. lhe tribtes ip the surrounding
country were also raided by p'u'&itin exreditirne from these
cities to keep them from harassing thése cities and the valley
trade now that there wers no Egyptimms to stop them.

This s% oppression contigued in the impossible job
of stemming the new tribes' natural urge to dominate the rich
valley. As this oppression ineroasod, resistance bersn to form

W
and & rrophetess and Judge from Inn}nr aat out to arganize tha
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Israelite tribes for a war to free Issfehar md tura
the val ley of Jezreel over to the Hebrew tribes.

Deborah, this Issacharite prophetess, was able
to agitate for this war for mamy reasons. The prinéipal
reasun was tha¥ all these tribes were bound together by
a deep tie of religion. They all were believers in the
same Deity 177 end felit themselves united in this belief
and confident in this God who had been a part of their
histay even before they cmsme to Canaan.

These tribes were also related on a large scale
by a sense of peoplehocd snd sommon orizin; as well as on
a small scale by blood *ies and clap relationships.

Also these tribes, on the whole, had been pretty
well settled in their new lands and were esnxious to remcve
the largest salient of foreign power in their midsti To
remove it in order to open trade and military lines of
communi cation.

And these tribes were still in a state of devel-
opment that was not averse to plundering the wealth of the
aliey of Jezreel.

So Deborsh was successful in welding six of the
Isreelite tribes intc a confederation that freed Issachar and
broke the Canasnite powsr in the Jezreel valley.

"The kings came, they fought; ‘

Then fought the kings of Canaan,

At Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo;

Gain of Bilver, they did not fekel”
Judges £.19




The victory was decisive and what was to he
known as Isreael was established and bound tozether to

face the strugzles that never ceassd to follow.
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