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I M ; n a n y c T I o n 

Probably the srei:lteet or1e1s in All Jewi'h h i s tory 

pl nce 1 ... ,- e~ in tely r-tte1· t he ~el!tr .1otion of t ho Temple 'hy Tit.ls in 

t he ye Ar 7c. The f Pt e ot 1ud:l i!r.l hnng i n the bttlanoe. Th"! Temtple 

!Ji. th it· ceremonie!I T.n !S no more , !he '1eo)le ~P"- no p!rce i n 'fl'llich 

to gn ther for reUe io u! "'ol'sh ip, 1.e. no plP.c e ~ra.dit ionall:r llR.1 · 

lowe~ for the purpose. ~omething h~~ to bo ~ one to ~P~e J~~ni b. 

n ·1t JLl1hlisro i n it~ ol <, !ense "''-'' gone never t ,, r et11rn . 

The clestr ..iction of the Temple preclude ,~ the ol~ J ..t~., 1~ wh ich 

cent ere ' ebo1..it ne s.,notuP ry. Thr grerit q 1e~ilon of the day 1"7::'1 ~: 

Sh;:i ll J1..4~ ~ 1 !'tll d i e f\:t'tasether , or shal l P ne" J\1'1nim R.ri!e out 

·or the ruin~ of the old!l Shri l l a. new .ru~ .::i 1~ hP ~e c\ on the 01 11 , 
I 

b •t &dfpte4 to t he cont' it i onl! of the t.llnP. be ~i van birt h to'f 

:S1.1t to b ring Abu.it the l Rt ter f' lterm1 tive a. leP.der Wf\3 

need ~ < , a l eader '1ho Uf1i1erst ooc\ the J e wish r el 1e. ion anl1 tra.d l tionf, 

e l".l~i1er t1ho would oo urt'lgeou,ly f A.ce tlle rn.;or Rnt' ire of the 
~ 

ultr 11 con se1."vatl•••• fl l '3n1'er with ,,tdon to for~~ee t 11e e f fec t 

thA t t he c\e str uotion of the Temple wo11l i1 hnve on h is people yeR re 

An<' yep. rs hence. Anc1 -,iich P l es:t~er ~ V "• ri-.e . To '"h <tnnn b . ~:i_c'"' 1 

~~ ~ thP type of per s onnlity neede~ t o , !n some 1'Ry, b~ tn; the 

people ti bAl'lO'l?'•6 ..i3pr1 t.o the oon~ itlons ot the time,, the ~e~t

r ~ction of the Temple, their gencr Al de ~peir o~er their lowly con• 

dit ions i nto whi.oh the:r hEt'1 f qllen. He \1t"I ~ the mPn or the houl.1 

T1ho l'\ roae to in ~til Cl)!..11."a ge i n t o the h"n1·t of h13 oo•relig ion is'te. 

The l?la i n intere3t of '" h e grP.l't t e - cher , ho-'ever, wa ~ io 



pr o!erve t he 1:-w. lle uni'e t'-,tooc1 ni e 'lrl •• t,,P ,,_eI>lorP~!P' conc11tten 

i"ll. O Which t'°1e s t udy Of the l"'W h"'~ f n l len ".ril~ it becPme hi8 

"oo un~en " utv to hRn~ 1 t t!own to thE" gene.r A. t 101n athn t tol l o1Ved. 

For this task of prese ~vin~ thP. 1 ~ w Jooh~ nnn wn s em i nentl y tit• 
0 

ted. The T11.lmud "'!!lcril>e' to hini Rl! the quA11tie1 of 2 grer- t 

st ..t '1ent1 An'1. r1~om i i.n1 the trPtHtion is trPc~~ 11,,ck ·nll the way 

" t o !.io1ee.:. . Through h 1 ~ "70.rv•erful lrno-,ledge P n<i w1 :il'1om he Wt'. s no 

do1.1"bt t.lie mo !'It i mportPnt o f l" l 1 the T.ei ·mn irn r u rine hi s ve ry t ur-

b..llo:in t p a r i od . 

An" not. unlike the pl Pce of R"b'hnn .';o~h ~ Uftn 

hi s IJe riod ie t.hat of R . ,T udPh b . Il1=1 i i n h i3 . Th~ 

. violent' aa 

b • z,. Chfl i ill} t,, 

p P. r i od of 11. • 

I ;: I ;...<. 
Jud>lh ~~ equnl!y n i/t"" t o! R. J uoh'"' mrn , Rr1i4 •1r ; P lmo~t ·' i in • 

portent i n Je<f71 •h h t 9t.ory. Th P. Romr;i n-3 1 tl~ '"l i 1rl 'l'' t• :.:i t e to J et'u !'lr> -

1 em i n 70 , l1u t returne n 1 ?nn t8 est1•oyet1 -;),,"" t Ylfl ~ left O\' rebuilt 

~ u r iTl" t h e yea rs 132•5 • The reli1-~ i O '..l~ l"01l"itiOn"\ ot thP ,Tel'! t t oo , 

tiC r e i n R ver y preo.eiriou ~t 'l. t e . Thi? Romnne .forb~ r1 e pr Pct i on lly 

e vAry r el igiou, rtte t o the Jew, Rra rt~n go i ng so fp r .., to ~e~i-
' cate t he Templ e tih ich h A h.., ~ re"huil t to Jun1t1e1· "'T)lto~ brn ft - The 

Bn t' Cocli:b~ l' P.'he llion tu rned o i t to 1>e fl wos t 1bloo<ly Rf.fP ir ; Pnrl by . 

l. b . s~oca 28a :-
_,_., ... •, 1'" ,_ .. , t•"9tf\ .#&"'* f' 111 ~\ I~ •f) ttUf ,,a, l'f\I' 0 &"t '°"' •·~ ... ..._,. • 
.. ,.. ..... •l' .IW''fl .... .,.,l"" J\•aA. ..... ... ... , ..... ,"'51·~ ""~' :-,t.A -~ 
Ill•• att• .-:., •""?"" >•~ ...... ft"I:" ,.._, -""U\tft;\ .. A ata"& "tl''I' ,,_._, ·~ ••a. r.t" •'-& .. ., ... ~" J'lt"' .,. ~· a'9t Al• I -·· W\a Dat,t ,.,, 0,11 

: .......... ,,.,, .... >91"• • .,. "'&"' , •• ,,.,, 



J 
t he t i me i t wa ~ over ,,P~ le et i~e wa ~ ~ he~p of rui~e . ~n~ the 3ewe 

thP t h~~ z~rvive<l were e ith er k il l e~ or were fo rce~ t o lc~Te t h e 

c ountr y . Those who r emn i ner werP. fe~ in~eed . 

I n :i per io~ s..tch a ' thi ~ 1 ive<1 R . J udn.h b . ?11.U , "' ;ieriod 

e qijt l ly &8'~ i sq etrou ! to t he J ewi'h people A • th~t o! ~ixty yenrs 

hefo t"e . A.nr' e v e:i :- ., ~P. b~~ n J och"' n::> n t"l tcoc1 herr ;iri ~ :shou!~er"tr''bov"/ ~ 

h t. oo '-1 • •sue ., •o n 10 !l . Ju~eh enjoy • mo s t honor ed ·~' exr l ~o4 n.2 "I () 
po!! it i on . 

Th e l>ui•po"P of thi! i n tror ·1ction i ~ t o ren~er ~ ~o rt of r:in 

apol ogy f o r the "l ulij ect I hnve cho ~en. Whil e a mA n l i k e R"hl>t:t n 

Joc'h An Pn is well known t o eve n A. ~t ..il1ent Y1ho k r1owt1 Je"Wieh h il'l t or y 

011 t ~u.perfioblly , Jud~h b . I l n i i ~ p n A.l ni o!t 1 .. mknown clll'! r Acte:r. 

A ~y~ter.~ t i c ~tudy of h i.s 1 ife Rn'! wor k , ~hour:;h , ~howt1 :h i m to be A 

figure j u~t A. s impo rt8nt as tbe g r e ..,t Rr:i bb:' 1 ,r och nna.n . I h"i-re 

hn rel ;r t ot..che" on t he enent~ of t he t i me in ·oh i ch R". J "'itl:ih l i 1"erl . 

I fe lt the t n careful 3ur vey of Ju~~h · ~ p~ r io~ i3 30 neces,n r y to 

e c1eo. r un1'e r et an"- i ng of t hi s g re11t JeTTi3l1 pe r 3om~lity of t h e mid

dle of the eecon <' cent u r y the t % have d.e~ote" a vrho l e chApter t o 

i t •• 

g r aphy of thu mAn , h i.s pn r entage , tefl oher s , :per:!lone.l chP. r n c ter i e"" 

tir.3 , pl ~~e ~mong h i ! col) ePgue ! , e t c . The t hi r d chapter con3 ist e 

of a pre ~entA.tio n of hi~ Ra ggtH~ ~h (in \Vh ich J..iC.-.nh i/El "I a p t"ot me> s • 

ter) a n~ the fo ur th 11 eum .. '!'P r y of h h !Ir-lec1V'l h . The re11~P't' will 

....... 

2 . To3 . Y.,clt-im 4 ,3: • The d i~cu:t~ion nen ter~ Pbo 11t t he 
quc st ion .f ~ t o wh ether t he Amo~te 3 an~ M~ obite~ Pre to g i ve 
t.hc MaA er~ uni on t h e s~bha t icnl ·ree r . R. El i eze r on henrin~ 
that ~ vot e hPr been t nk en in Lyd~a to t he eff ect thP.t the~ ar ~ 
to bring the tithe bur~t i n to t e r r 3 ~nd . ~llY\~t?" aMM ,..... ...._ 

...... ·~""" ·~--· ~ ,.. • .,, ·~· ,, ,,,... l11:'• .,. ... ...,,... .._., ., ~ : _,..,.,..~..,,._ ~-- _,.,.. r~•- - I - ·--



• cleR l'ly un"erstrnd, I tr...l,t , th".t thn T1riter ht:1 .. not &;A tberet1 to• 

gc thcr rll the Ha.lnohlo ·•.rgumente ot R. J .. u\n.h ; he r,p.,, ho"eTer, 

n cq .. 111ihter1 hiJl ,elf t11th enou..-:h of ther!l to ~e t r.> 11 i<ien , Pt len."t,lf 

methodolo gy . The f ifth .lJA rt ii P.n Pppen<1 1x c bn .,i,t in~ of' ,.1 1th~ 

My ing! Rni1 wor<l"' of •l•ct•, llSbri'be4 to n. Ju,~l"h , but of which , it 

h.,~ been sho1m, he i s not tho l'lUthor. 

The v,..., lu.c of t h i! e 3a:•y lies no t i n it ; or1tt11111.lity. !t ie 

b.f no menn3 a piece of' o._~i~ inf.1.1 l'M l'k . The r ea l rc lu~ of thi~ work 

him ~ fi ne "nd hroR~er ir1ter1~~t in iy~t em~ t'lc n,.',binic etul' y . It 

h" ~ e iven h i.m to un~eT t ~nd C) P.P l'! y ,...,n A ~ef i~i tely th~t t~ P. ·ie~ om 

of thP Jew1 .,,., ~Pge!I i~ not '1n!'lty 1rnt1 11ry, 1mt i .. fresh, v itnl, fl.nd 

teem in~ with life ; it h" · pl ,...,ce~ before h i m P g r e a t ftgure i n J ew-

ish h13torv, a noble per~onfl li ty who i n h i."'1 mt n t"'b~ t iiP. !'onn of 

P Got th<t r'1 neutch , who , f o r ~ igh t F t?1-q,•3 -:oR " hi. :i. teacher Rnt1 friend 

l' n~ to wro se lov in.~ memo?"y th l111 h..un:>'1.o r.o-..·k i!1 re vel.·~ntly inGcrihe~ 



CH APTER ON E 

HI~TORICAL BACKOfiOUND 

I n order to ge t e clear backgroWld· f or t he study of R. Ju• 

dab b . Ilai, it ie beat to t a.lee t he histor y o! his perio~ bRok t o 
I 

the aoaeaaion to t he Roma.n throne ot Hadr ian i n the yea r 117 . 

Hadrian fo und him 1el ! i n a Tery dangerou1 poeition due to t he im

minence o'f revol utiona wh i ch, had t he i r et,.. rt r1uring t he l a st yea r

ot t he reign ot h1a predecessor, Trajan . The rea sons for the out• 

break of rebellion were t he un,just treabnent Accorded t he peopl e 

P~ well R S t he exce~eiTe t aaation impo~ed upon t h em by t he Roman 

otf ioiala. 

The Jews, too, hA~ sts rten a r ebellion ag~ inst Rome during 

the Tery l a. et pert of TZ"ll .1an ' s re tgn . Traj an, beina unable to a t

tend to thi s himself, hR~ sent ~uietue to reeat~blish Roman ru! e. 

Thie rebellion ie C"l l ed by t he Jewi sh l"our cee "Polemos ehel Ku.oi',' 

t hough there 11 lit t le inf orma tion with regar~ to it. We do know, 

howeTer, thA.t ~u.letu' did. not auc ceed in put t i ng the rebellion 
• 

down ~l together at the time of the aoceasion of Hadria n to t he 

t hrone. JI. ha~ a~ooeeded. howeTer, i n mnking h imself extremely 

unpopular in Pale!tine by hie h ea rtlea1 deorees. T)le Sanhedrin ot 

J runnaia wa s destroyed while ~uietua was in power in Pale1tine.~ 

I. Graetz· Gesoh1ohte der Juden. ~ol. IV, ob.7, p.120 

a.. To aeft.a ~·mE 1, ch. 1 



- -·But. t.he .Tew1 did not ha.Te to eutter hi.I for Tery lona• .J. 
r1an who d11liked wartar• an~ wa1 interested, l'ather, ln 11TillC a 

peaceful ex11tenoe a1 emperor ot Rome put an nd to ~uletu1• oa .. •• 

by recalling him · t.o Rome an" haTing him executied. 'l'be rejololng ot 

the Jewe wa ~ great ae the result ot t.h11 h&ppy· ••ent. 'l'bey felt 

that their trouble• had noW' come to a n end, for an emperor friendly 

to them ba~ arieen on the throne. 

The Joy of .the Jews, hOlreTer, knew no baund! when Hadri~n per• 

mitted t.he rebuilding ot the Temple. The kee~••t hopes of this pe•• 

••aul•4 people were a bout to be realized. The;r were to hsTe their 

owo T•ple once more. The period between the d.estruction ot the 

fir1t Temple ttnd the building of the second wa 1s ju1t fitty yee.rs, 

the 1ame perio4 interTening between the l'lll•ing of the 1nnotuary by 

;1tu1 anrl the permission to robaild it granted by their ne• deli•erer 

Hadrian. 

The hope!! or the Jews were, howeTer, f n1;ed to be crushed. Al• 

though he appeared to be their trient1 at the oe1ginning ot his reigd, 

he now turned out to be their worat enemy. He •ta rted to t~ke b&ck 

hie promi1e 9e It 11 reportel'\ t hat the 88Jlllri t e1ns, who •iewed with 

,jeAlOUI)' the rebui lding ot the Temple, informed. Hadrian that the 

building ot the temple wa• a mere •~cuae tor ultim~t•l• breAking 

away from Roman dominion. Ha4rio.n di., not retr·act all hi• promi1e1, 

but barg~ ined with the people, 1aying tha t it 9hould not be built on 

its old eite and th~t it 1b0Uld be erected on a Mialler ecale. 7.ne 

Jews 001.1ld ouly 1ee in thi1 a retu1s.l to hold to his former promi•e•. 

It appeared that a reTolut1on would break out at once. tor the people 

who had gathered in the Talley of RinnnoD t. o he:pr the emperurla pro• 

clamation burat into tears a t the proepeot ot a loag ant\ bloody re• 

bell ion. 



' A war waa aTerted ln thi• Ol'i••• by the pa rty wbioh a4Tooa• 

ted peaae. The leader ot this &l'oup -• Joahua. 'lo hill l• a .. 

oribe4 the table of the lion an~ the crane. •:a. oontent• wa• hi• 

l e11on •that •e haTe eacaped unharmed troll the Roman•• ~d ln1iet 

not on the t\lltilment ot hia promi1e.• JoehUA'• opinion tor a ti.91 

preTail•d• ~n~ no outbreak oooul'red. But the apirit ot rebellion 

•a ~ t here, it wa a onl y a matter ot time when t he tlamee would burat 

f ortb. 

1'he hatred ex iating between Hadrian a nd the Jewa bad become 

mutual. Hadrian's hatred we ! due to •i• belief t ha. t he had made 

conoess iona to a 4eap1aed people; the Jews were ot t he opini on, ot 

~~~-o~••• t hat the Emperor had f a iled to keep his promises. It wa s 

Hadrian~• ouatom to Tiait all t he proTineea wider Boman control. 

While in Peleatine (1 30) i t is not unlikely that he wa.e mPde m11oh 

~! by the Romana, SamAr i t ans an <l Christians (who disliked the Jewel 

Hadrian's j udgment wns hasty, in thPt he bel ieTe~ PAl eetine t o be 

fil'Dlly under h i s control. He rl i <1 not sense t he spirit of he tred ud 

Tengeance burning in the brea sts of t he Jews. 

>.nd now bel ieTing tha t t he Jewe were wirler his eway, Hadrian 

deoided that the opportunity f or binding the proTinoe of Judea to 

Rome more oloaely hnd RrriTed. In order to bring t h ie ata te ot 

af fa ir• ::ibout. the emperor conoeiired of a plan which could. not haTe 

been more anfortuns.te. His i dea wa1' to rebuild t he o ity of Jeraae.• 

l em, but to make i t e pagan oity; the Temple ahould be erected• but 

it too, must be pagon. The 1anctuary Wll• to be dedicated to Jupi• 

ter, and the name of t he oity wa s to be changed to "Aelia Capitoli• 

na " . 

~~ 

• 



I 
While Hadria n was caroueing in Bg71»t 1 the prolana ,loa ~ ~ 

the holy oity began. The 8J)ir1t ot reTolt beoRme etronger an~ 

1tronger. Joahua., who, on a nother occaaion, rut.~ been auco•••tul 

in aTerting A rebellion, now egPin 1ougbt to bring sbout a oon• 

ciliation between t he Jewe a nd t he RomPn goTernment. He therefore • 
went to Bgypt a.n~ tr i ed to i ndaoe the king not t o carry oat hi• in· 

tention1. Bat t he pa triarch'• 1ugge1tione were only mock•~ a t by 

aadrian, and he we e f orced, broken- hearted to return to Jeraaale~. 

He d i d not eurTiTe h i e ,journey Tery long , fo r ae eoor1 d ied of old 

age Fl nd gr i ef. 

The rebe~. l ion now broke out i n e:- t'ne st, s ince Joshua , t he 

gre~ t fo rce fe-1'-p@~ce ~ n~ conc i l i Rt i on , WR ! no l on~er AliTe. The 

leadership hel d b y J oehue no~ fell on the shoul~ers of Akiba , who , 

anl i ke the fo rmer, worke~ cea3ele~sly ann untiri ngl y for vic t ory by 

e rme. l'he epiri t of hP tred wh i ch hP ~ been smouldering i n t he br e£' 9'.'9 

of th e J ewe fo r yea r s now b r oke out in a ll i t3 f ury. Religioue 

ent ha e iaam anrl re ck le e e coura ge ewept t he enti r e count r y . And, 

fo r tunately, the Jew~ h~~ n great mili tar y leader i n BP r Ko•ibs or, 

o z he i s c ommonly known , Bar C.ooh'ba ; in h ie nallle , too, ie the re• 

bellion kn own • 

har Gochbe had a •trong supporter in Akiba, who, on one 

oooaeion, •~ id: "The t 11 a Messianio King.• And the name, Be~ 

C:Oohba, had been g iTen him by Akiba. Small won~er it i1, then, 

thPt t he mn "!~e s o! Jewry 8hou! d r ally a.roWl~ " man who not onl7 WM 

gig~ntio phy•ioRlly an~ who.bad unlimite~ courage, but wa~ ~l .. 

r .q ised to the plaae ot a >.•e!u• i Rh, '9nno1nte r1 of r.od who woul~ lead 

h i s h..., ple ., -. ohil~ren t o Ti otory . Ti i :! n" "'le 1'100t"!lle 3omethin;: to be 

oo njut"e d lfith i n the min f\a 1f t he 9upe't'stit i oue m1u,3ee . And AkibP. 



• 

lie l ieTed that now the t i:"le .,,, coniP. tor the OTerthrow or the Roi 

kingdom. He t h'! refore cite ., proof t'r oro the p1•o:phet Haggr 1 in 

this conner.tion (II 6) "Yet n lit -cle a nd I will ! hRk:e heaven an" 

ea rth . 11l Everyuna n id not, however , ~h~ re the lofty ~n~ ex~lted 

opin ion wh ich Ak 1ba lv~n of tihi! .gr.:-.,,, t hero. Unn y c\o 1bte~ the 

. Ues~1Rh3hip o! B~ r Coobba . Yet the profo~nd re!pect in wh i ch the 

grea t Akib~ helrl the mighty w~r~ior w~ ~ ! Uff ioient to ~urr~und him 

.,ith a hi:ilo . 

The WR r· ~cgan quite ·~pin iouely i n 132. Bar CochbP and 

hie courageous soldier s. e1.1c ri eoded in oapt.J.ring strongholri a f ter 

etronghol~ . For t wo YBAX..3_{.l.J2=.__4J t he Jews were i n t he a~cenc\ency 

So ce~tain had Bar Cochba become of ultim~te victory tha t he or• 

~lthough the n~te of t h e Jew3 n~~ inst the Romane wn ~ gre8* 

yet no atrocities were committec1 og., in!t them. ttostilit:v WPS r1 ie

pla yen o~ly ~g~ in !t t he Je~i!h ~hri 3t i 1n e who rcfu3e~ to t .'.\ke any 

pR.rt what.soever in t he l'l'ar for ns tionfl. l e-xi!tence t hen be i ng waget'\.i 

Th ey merely loo ken on i dly on t he hor L· i bl e !trug~le t he t took, . 
-place t>e:r••thet~·e?";t eye a; henc e they wei-e rega r d.en A. e bla ~phe-

mera an t1 apies. 

During the p~riod of the ye ~ r , (132-4) t he Jews hqd every-

t h l:iis pret ty much i n c ontro~. Had rian now became worried . lhery 

f orce thA. t he h~n ~ent hart been inglorio ~ely defeRted. Some of hie 

finest genera ls loet their rap~tation~ on J ewieh b~ttlefiel ~ s. He 

w~ ~ f orced, t herefore, to 3u nmon to Juner h is best general, Julius 



SeTeraa, who see.men to bo the only Romn.n military leader who oo\14 
meas~re swords with the Wlconquerred Btlr Cochba • • 

SeTer~e, on cooing to Juden , foun~ the Jew11h Army ao 

!trongly entrenohed ~n~ fortified th-- t he ~ id not do 'llfha t B"r Coch• 

be ~ost rle!ired, Tiz. to ~i~e b~ttl e. He took i n t~e position, 

fin~ de o i'1e t\ to route tne Jeits trom the ir strongholcl 9by sta r,..a tion 

and by skirmi~hea. Hi~ iactioa were h ighly suoces!ful. The Roman~ 

by the!e means an~ al eo through the help of tr~itors, onptured t he 

strongholds of the Jews a n rl k il le ii all with whom they ca.me in oon• 

tact. Prisoners were g iTen no qu~rter ·. The rnen wer e mA!!Rored , 

end the women Rn '1 ohil~ren sent to the el~ve m~rkets. 

With the fa1~of Bethar, t he chief Jewish etrooghol ~ aitu• 

ated near the Mediter~anean Sea, Roman vic tory was complete. Both 

Jewi1h and Greek historians describe the horror the.t followe~ the 

entrtt.noe into t.he city 'Dy t he Romrms nnrl t he i r legion9 thro.Jgh the 

aid ot a traitor. RiTe~a of blood took the pl ace of streets; anrl 

eo ·deep were these ~tren~ s th~t horse !ll wqde'1 t}\r ough t hem up to 
t • 

their no zzles. Bo~ie~ were oar~ie~ b y them t o t he 9ea ~mite aw~y. 

A•oording to the historian Dio Cassius there fell h~lf ~ million 

J ews oe si~e! those who were d o stro~e~ by fire nnrl hunger.~ Some 

J ewe s uooeeded in e !llOA.n ing a.nd 1 i Ting i n oaves; ot hers esc~.ped !,!!.-
Ar~ ~ia an~ beca me the progenitors of the important Jewiah groap 

that aro1e there years lAter. 

J.. b , Sanh. 9 'lb : • _ _/. '" : r ..... ~·· ....... ~· ----~" ~ ...... • .. ~· ·u~ W'\ft ,. • ..., 11·-.. ... 
'· Dio Cas~l J ' 69 ,1 4 
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Hadrian, ho~eTer 9 w~' not oontent merely to arueh reTolt•; 

hit purpoae was to destroy any po1~ibility of future rebellion. 

To carry out thie Aeoree. HP t1ri::tn reb1lilt the city of Jerusalem. ·. 

but not on the exAot 1ite. He populnted it with sold iers who had 

serTed their time, Phoeniaian1 an~ Syrians. The aity 'fm9 built 

in Grecian style with a theatre, two r•arket pla ces a nc1 other .pub

lio. buildings. On t he Temple .mo'Ubt a ool4seam w.as erected in 

Hadrian's honor, and a temple to Jupiter CRpitolinua. Roman · , 

Greek Ann Phoen 1aiRn~ sta tues we~e tound in ~ 11 prominent parts 

of the city. The nslde ot the city now wns oetinitely cr l l ed Aelia 

c~pitolina, whioh n;uue bea~me so 1tron~ly imbedded in the mint1 s 

or the people , tht t Jeru1Plem 1'89 Rl l'DOlt forgotten. In the 1outh 
--- ---

gate a swine's heR~ ~~erected in hn.lf relief to annoy t he ~ .... 

A heaTy penalty, moreoTer. w~ s 1mposet1 o.n any Jew J>R.•~ing within 

the outer wall ot thv oity. A ehrine to Jupiter wa s erected on 

Mt.Gerizzim , a temple to Venus on Mt. Golgotha on~ a stPtue of -
Adonie i n e. caTe in Bethlehem. 

But far woree t lv\n this wa ~ thAt Hadr1Rn h~d certain l aw1 

pa1!ed 1 l~w• which •truck at the Tery core of Jud8i1m. He wa s 

well aware of the fact that the Jew1• 1trength law primnrily in 

-their religion, henoe h is ~•sire to ~estroy Judaism. A decree waa 

i11ue4 torbid~ing oircumoiaion, the obaerTance of t he SabbRth• &nd 

the 1tudy of th• law. KTery ouatom whioh ~eke~ of the Jewish 

rel igion to the alightest exte\ t wa. s inte~i.oted; examples ere the 

letter of aep~ ration tor ~iTo~ed wi•es, marriages on We~ne9~~Y 

etc. 

The perio~ ~uring whieh t he3e l~ws were enforced exten~ed 

trom the olo1e ot the Bf'.r Cochba rebellion in.135 to the r'e.,th or 
Hadrian in 138. Theae three years which endanger•~ the eti1tenoe 
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ot Jwtai1m a re known a1 the year ot ae11s1oa~mp1ll.1ion ( l'"lr.•~. 

Danger ( ,.., ... ), or Pet1eolltion ( .,••). The tleoree or the Jlome.ns 

worke., hllrd1bip1t on the eur-..1T1ng Jewish populfttio.n. The pe,ple 

were e.t s lows to know ju1t wbat to do. It they obeened th.ir 

' rel 1giou1 ou1toms it me'lnt ,,ee th; it they ob1er-..el\ the demA.nd.e ot 

Rome, it meant the lowe an,, de1truct i on ot all they held nea r, 

v iz. their religion. What wae to be " one' There wn. 1 no Se.nhed'rin 

to adTi1e them a1 to what course t hey were to pur1ue. This wa ~ 

~ue ~ot only t o the t•ot that the Romans hRd forbidden the etudy 

of the law, but ~ 110. beoau1e they barl t aken f rom the J ewe all le• 

g11la tiTe an~ judiciary powers. If a meetin~ of Rabbis is to be 

held it mu;, t Ake place 1ecretly lest the a \1thoritie1 come and put 

them a l l to dee.th. 

r- ... 
Finally, to; 1n 1ome way , ameliora te t he terr ibl e condi• 

/-. 

tions into which the Jew1 toun~ them1el~es, ~ group of t he sur Ti• --
•ing teacher• ot the l n.w A.! sembled in the gar l'et ot Nit-.)1, i n 

the city of Lyr~a. .,,.,~ z.r .,,." -""~ ~~ ?l Th ie a.~gmbly wA. s held 

.1ust betor@ 135' or the first pt't rt ot t hat yeA.r, beoAuse Akiba , 

who pa rticipated , sutfere~ ~martyr's ~ en th in thllt yea r. The 

que1tion 'or lite an rl ~ ea th wa s now discusse~ un~er the l eadership 

ot Akib~, R. Tarphon, R. Joie, the Galil ean 1 6 nnn other prominent 

men like R. 191.ma.e l -!!/ ~ nd R. J udA.h b . Ilai, ,8 

;~ . b. Sanh. 74a; j. Sanh. 2la; J• Shebiith IV, 35a 

-6 . • Midr. Shir Rabbah to 2,14; b . Ki nn. 4~b 

1· . b, SR.nh , 74a 

& • b. Sa b b . 2 9b 



It .. emed at fi rst ~9 i f the ••aeion ot the Rftbb1• at 

Lyd~~ woul ~ en~ in R deadlock, tor there were tho1e who .. re ~ 

the opinion that the l~•• 9hol1l.~ be ob1erTe4 at &DJ' 001t. eTen 

t hough it meant ~ mRrtyr'• death . On t ho uther hnnd. there wn1 

A. g roa11. ot which R. I1mael wa.s R member• wh ich ~<iTocated break• 

ing all the l a ws unr er oompultiQn, t hn t the 111.we were gi••ra tor 

one to l1Te by and not to die by them1· Th~ roejo rity, howeTe~, 

ooul,, aooept neither side. The f 1ret woul '1 'l e9troy JudR.i•m -:i l • 

togethe r, beaRuse all the Je~s woul~ be k111o~ off 1! th~ people 

l1Te~ etrictly by the r ule. The aecon~ . on the other hond , wo ul~ 

nl •o prAotio~l ly m~ke the vqlue of J~d~ism nil , beca~se i t would 

show t hPt Ju"-R.1sm 11'1'1 no g rel'\t teAohin~ worth fight i rag "'"~ d ying 

tor. A mid~~. oour1e was Rdopted . CleR.r d istinction was ?Fd e 

between hR 1ia ~n~ 89 9en t1a l lPw~ ~n~ l e s' importPnt ones - P dec

ree wa~ !1nnlly pa eso rl t hRt one o~y , i n order to seve himeelf 

t'rom a martyr'• death TiolAte a l l the lJi"~ or .Tuc\A ism wit h t he 

eJtception ot t hree , •iz. - Idola try, Uriohr 11tity , n nd t:ur,ler.~ 0 

Theee three laws were set ap not t o be trR.neg re ! sed unne r any · 

oircum1t~naee, 9Ten tho ugh dea t h be t he alterna tiTe. 

Anuthar question thP.t came up before t he a 3~ewbl ed Rabbi• 

vtfl .9 the UIR.tter ns t o whether the st1.1d y of the lcnr { .,,,,.,,.J or t he 

, ... " 9• b, Ssnh . 74R!• 
A '°'"A 1ta t ""'' " ...... ~•.,a .,.... • .. '°''"' ••• ['" ._ ... ..,, .. , -.a& '\. 

' ~ on~ "'"''• •'-' •~.., '"' (LeT. 113 ~ 5) "'"'' "'' '• A""' ._, ,..-. 

10• b . Sanll . 74-0: 
"''"& ftfAI "'• ol'•~a, ""'°'' 14•4 Y'" ~"'" • 't•• ,,~, .t.•uu1 ... , 

• 

~'"' ,. ,._... ''"' •••ft ,,,. .. ·~' -· 
',tu ...... ""'' •• ""'liA'- Aft•U '• 

i • ' ""' ~··' ""'"' .,..,., ..... ··"a,,Na 

.. 
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prAotice ot the law ( !"..,_.. .. ) was the mor'! importRnt. Both, of 

course, were prohib ited by the Romana. They •~nte~ to know whe• 

t her, othe r thin~~ being,._equal the o~ft we ! ~ore import~nt thnn 

t he other. R. Akib1t Toioed the opin ion t h ... t the study or t h e l aw 

WR !II more import'!lnt wh ile R. Ta.rphon Ar gued e qu"'ll y ,.. ~ etrongly 

th"'t t he pr"lotioe of t he l aw 3houln oome befo r e t he etudy. They 

f lnRl ly c~me to the 'conclusion t hat Akiba ~~3 oorreot i n h i s Tiew 

that stJd y ( "' '•~-") aho~ld p?'ecec!o p r a ctice ( ;,•,.n•).11' 

The imp~rtAnoe of the rlecr ees of the A!~emblF of Lydrla i e 

ob•io ue. The people now h.,c\ an authority for v i olR t ing me.r1y of 

tlle l a.wis, P11d were t hu3 !aTen f rom a ro.,rtyr'e <ient h . Thel.'e c,.. n be 

no q~e1\ion b~t thfft many believed the decr ees to be too lehient 

and rema i net\ f a ithful to 1'\ll t he oomaancl3 and s uffered n.e n. th 1.>e--

cRuse of their !ool hardinea s , but the major i ty f ounrl the~e deoree 3 

to b t: a. Terita.ble Godseml. The importance vf the 1ynod ot J,ydda 

c~nnot be oTeremph~ •ized 1 for the ~eoreee then pa ssen really . 

~Rve,, J ;.U1f'l ism Rnl1 t he J ews. 

Yet m~ny ob ser~e~ lgno r~ ntly t he l AW~ anrl suffered n e~th 

n 3 R r e 314l t. One of t he younger wi tne ~ses o f the'!e tert' i ble 

time~ Te r y dr~matio~l ly t ells of the crue~ty of the Roma n oTer

lor~ . "Why 1houlr'! ~t t hou he flogge nY De o R. '1 ~0 I used a 1 ulab. Why 

ahol.ll d 3t tho..i oe cruc ified•: Becr u3e I £.t t e unl e"'vened br eF? d on 

t he Peen oh . Vlhy .3lioU1 rl ye b e c on rl amn a cl to de :- th by f i re or by 

sworn"! Be cp 11'!e ';'f O rea d the TorPh 1 "'l n t1 per mit ted o...ir children to 

be circumc1sed . u l2 Torture ' of ~ All kinds we r e pr Aotioed on those 



Jews faun~ 1iaobey1n• the Roman law. 

Yet i n spite of t he w~tchfulne~' uf the Rom~n•1 mqn7 J a 

cowld haTe pr a cticed t heir relig ion i n 3ecret with impunity , ha: 

it not been for t he unscrupulous men Anrl Jewish Cbrietian• who 

betrayed thew. 

The Romane were interested espeoblly in 1loiug a way wit'.h 

~ohoo•s ~n~ t he ordina tion of diaciplee. Herein l a y t h e most 

Tit~l a spect ot Ju~~ iem. It thes& a re 3topped, then JudRiam 
. 

"Ii.Ult 11e. The aeTerest pene.l tie!I therefore wet'e useti in pun ish • 

ing Tiolat ions of t h i! l ~w. Sentenoe3 of ~e~ th we re unpoeed on 

those who either connucten 30hoole or orii '-' inert et •1d.ent s. ETe~ 

t·he town an d ite enviro n s where an or dination W~ 3 held wa s con• 

damned to ,be dee r royed.13 

Te~ martyr~ a r e spoken ofl~ but t he nnme~ of but 3even 

a re giTen. These are R. lahmael, R. Simon, R. Akiba , R. Chanani~ 

b. Tradion, Chuzpit, Iseba b , a nd finally R. Jud.i:ih b ,, Baba, who 

in spite of the e d ict of Rome orda ined s e ven d i sciples of Akiba :~; 

Among those he orda ined wa~ R. Judah b . Ilai. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
""'~"'A ttw ..,,.,.. ""'"'-"' "",.' a"t•a ,._., 'tl"Y ""•a~ ..... , "'~l'~ ·~"' :u;1., 

. ;'\ "'~.... '"\ '"' a.·:~ .. 

See al so other reference :.ii ;. s J. Chagiga ?6c; lii<1.r. Shirr. ·~ 
2:14j j. Pesa oh. 30b . 

12. Gra etz Gr och Vol . IV, p.156-7 ·-

.. 
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edrian'1 per1eoution1 wore ~ irected not only ag~in•' 

tne liTing, b~t a l10 ~gAinst the dead. It was torbidden by law 

to bury t he ~ead. The corpaes ot the ma rtyrs to their t~ith 

were piled high PB ~ lmrning to the surTiTora. It wa1 a most 

~1sta1te!ul thing for d1101plee to ee e their me eters, who 1houl4 

haTe been buried with honor, deToured by the wiln bea sts ann 

birds. And t here wa 1 arl~ e d t he dnnger of pestilence resulting 

!rom~the ~eoa 7 o! the bodie1 in the iorr14 wea t her ot J~dea. 

l'hia ma t t er bro ught f orth t he writing of the book of Tobit whioh 

promised a rich rew~rd t o t hose who secretly b ury t he dead . 

In Tiew of the d•scriptio ;~ s giYen, it can e., !ily be ima .. 

gined what Judaea now • .,,. Ite t owns l a id wa ste, its inhabits n•1 

to a l a rge e~tent. kille~ or d r i Ye n aw~y. its relig ion d ra~~e~ i n 

the oust. one cqn TiYidl y pictur e t o h imsel f t he et~te i n wh ich 

A onoe p roud people ha,, f"l llen. The te 'lchers of t he i a.w who sur-

TiTed were forced to flee !rom Ju~aea to N11ib is aud N~ hardea. 

They felt thn t t he stuny of t he l aw mu~t go on ; and t h is wa3 pos• 

1ibl e only if they remRi ned PliYe. The prnctice of the l aw h!' d , 

for t he most pPrt, be Pn abandoned, nue to t he e t e r nRl Yigila nce 

~f the Roman authori tie is R,n,, t he d~nger pre :santed by i nformer1. 

This period of ( ~~~•), howeTer, f in~lly came t o Pn end 

with the ~ eath of Ha drian i n 138. His suc cessor, Titue Aureliu• 

Anton iu1, ueuelly known ~ ~ Anton i us ~iue. ::i.,ba ndoned t he policy uf 



his cruel predeoes~or an~ was c~o~ mil~er in his treatment ot lit 
, 

Jews. AdTited by.a Roman lady ot noble birth, R. JudRh b. 8~ 

hea der\ a delegr:ition to t he •omP.n authoi-ities to bog that the ter• 

rible ediot3 be reToked. From the Tery depths ot their 1eare4 

soule o~me forth t he pr~yer: wo heaven1, are we not your brother• 

the 3one of t he sqme t~ ther~ Why do you inflict on us anendurable . 

s 11fferings? a.~: It tel!m' t hr t the a 11th0Jttie~enrkened to t he ir 

pitiful cries and petitione~ the gove~rtor to l e~!en their terriblAt 

burdens. 

The f ir3t bit of j oy tho t came into the he~rte of the 

downo~et an~,d ishe~ rtned Je•s WR!!I t he per miee i on g iv~n them to 

b'..lry their ~eq,d. On t he 28 t h of Ada.r (Mar . 139 or 140) t he still 

mo re ,j oyful newe the t all t he e <1. iots of Hs>drill n were reToked 

wa s announoed.lf Anto~iu3 Piue permitted the J ews ag~in to pra c

tice cirownoilion, but only on J ewi sh ohil<iren. I ·t wa s p rohibi• . 
ted to oirc~ci&e children o! other n~tionalitie9.l8 Permis!ion 

for t he Jews t o enter Jeruenlem wa !, however, still withhel d . 

lf. b. Ta~nith 19a:-
<A•4'~., '"""••• eA•aa. A& •'-•o• • .,,. "''A~ •t~· •w "tt• .,.,. ...... At•'"' ,., •• .., 

'"'""' .... "''"• ""'''"' .. "' l\~ :ft49a• '-"~ 1·-.·~1 ,a•ft• la. """"' :.•..- ,. .. 
'"-"• A ..... ~ '"''-'"" t~'tft 1''>'"~ t.1 •A•1u tt..t& •"" 11-.1t-. ""'9 .. I""'" •11n 

f' l\I a "f'• o • ·1~ 1Llt1 u Al& , ,.. a.a ., a. a-.e ''"'IL aa•A& .. ., • • ,,_, 'JI 

Dt't • ' ' °"'*1' -"'"''-' f.l''\11 r"flA 0-"IL• ,.. ... A•t• \,a . """"'' .. .. 
~ ~·· .... '"' ... ,. .,. " '" .. . 

1~. h . TaRnith 19a:-
• .,..._ 1' .A-.tw~ -"f\11 1' ·~ ,.,_. .. A I • ' ... ~ ~ ~ IAtt · °' .). ·~·· ~-- ~'"'"' 
- (Thaoontinuat ion of t h i ! notq 1e Note 15} Nt-""'a" ,.,.,.. 

ll. Moae,ti rn.1e tie !!i.cariie 1H ge 3tn 48,8,lJ. Ciroumoide• 
r e Jurieis filios s 101 Tan tum rescripto d ivi Pi i pcrmittitur: 
in non eiusrieni religio?i"l~ qui hoc feoerit, cc etrf)nth poena 
irrog.a tur. 
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Now tb~t Roman oppre!sion ha.d uractionlly ce~1ed, the 

RPbbi! who ha~ tled t~ Babylon !elt it !nfe to· return. The•~ 

wero thP seTen 11so1ple~ or R. Akiba, Tiz. R. Meir, R. Judah b. 

Ilai , R. Joa.e b. Chal~tta. R. Jochan~n of Alex.~nnr in, R. Simon b. 

Joahai, R. Rleaza r b. J a cob, an~ R. Nehemiah. They went Bt onae 

to the plain of Rim~~n where a disc~eBion s~ to the interoolr tion .,,,,.. 
of the year took ~la ce. A controversy ~ s to one of Akib.9.'• Hela • 

choth between R. Ueir an~ R. Jocha.na n Ha •Sandalar wn ~ theimportant 

eYent. but the niapute ended in a friendly m~nner. 

The P.abb ie the n rep~ised to t he ci t y of Usha . t he b irth• 

plqoe of R, J udah b. Ila i. a n~ i nv ited t he rem~ ining teacher 3 tu ,, 
a oon.ferenoe.?t The inhabitant! of Uaha provided those who came 

with all t h ey requ ired. The purpose of t h il!I a!! sembly wa9 to ~ring 

hR ck i nto fo rce the tr"" 1H tio ns of Judp iem wh ich h~rl f A. l l en i nto 

1 18use. It ~ 1eo sou~ht to oe~~ in~ r "ther fi r m manner with the 

Chrt1tians who were proYing P t horn i n the ei~ef of t he Jews. 

The confere~ce pa 3-,e 1 nine or'11.n.1:1 nce! ( J(••• "'''?~l wh ich or cHna.n-

ces to ., l !13 rge extent !erve"l to re,i 1 1 ven~ te Jud.ni 30 . Thit'I meet i ng 

took nlq,oe ;o round t he ye" "" 40 or 141.""9 lo 

i9• Shir R. to 2;16 :- , 
'"ti .,"-,t l\'t\fl.I •-,1 n,t"' 1

't Jft t'-ILI ... ,., I''"'~' 10 UA~ ,._II ··~ 
.~..,., . ~,,.. 1.a. \tJ"'-.. ''"". .., """ •01' '!'.' .... ''&. ~,, ...... ..,. ......... .,. • ••• 

' 
..... , ,.,._~, eo1,""'" .,, .. ..,., .,.,,, "'"" •••• "' •n '""U ~a .,- ''t" .,.& 

I J•IL tat.A~ t.l">~A'• • 11" '""• .,._,;aa, OlfU }A'Jt.<ltel 11•.a 
'", ... :\'ft• 1''.a' ..._,. 1~ a'"* •'""''°'' ·~,.., .,,~ 'f'-" .. i''" 

: t"'\~3" ~'=" a ·n. \w '"'l" tlta 

I~ ... .,., .,, 
l<l'•a D'ft'lh 

';\ ., I A.a. G 1' 8' 

2d'. I place t he rt"' te of the Ueh 'l coriference " t 140 or 
141 bec"u s e it ce rtRinly took pla ce ,c:,0n :'l fter repe~ l of the 
Hadrianic l a wa which . ao cor~ ing to Gr~etz, took pla ce in Mar. 
139. or· 140. (Graetzi Ue~chichte . Vul. 4. ch. 10, p.169) 
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I h.~•e de scribed ~bo Te a pP.riod of ~bout twP.nty tlutee 

y~~ r ~ in J ewish history, prob~bly t he ~lo odieet porio~ in nll 

J ewish history. This is the period in whi ch R. Judah b. Il~i 

lived ~ nn t Pught, eTe• i n dqn6er le3t h e p~y wi~h h ie life for 

diaabaying the l~wa of the Roms.n goTernment. A war deTelopes two 

t.ype:s o! men. One is t he brut 'll man who "eee only red" • who ba :a 

become bloodthir3ty, whom t he con tinua l ~ight· ~ .aJ.t.il .the 

·~~Q• of blood ha! turne~ i nto a brute, who bor3t' tha t t he source 

of his strength lie! i n his own right a rm. The ot~er 1! t he man 

1'Jho diapise! t he !ight of bloo~ , whos~ he ., rt is si'okened with t he 

!ight of ! Uf fe ring . who f eels t hPt all the rn~terin l thi ng! t hr t 

t h e worll\ holde so de~ r 1,:i _but T!'l"'l ty. •hp•e tho ught s Eiontinual l y 

t urn to Go~ without ~ham he woulA be 103t. • 

R. Judah b. IlR1 belon~ed i n the l atter group . Pro"ba bly 

t h e terrible oono itions of .the timo in which he liTed Jaad mor e to 

d ~ do with 9{1aping h is noble ch~ ra ote r t han o.1'ly other thing. 

next chapter rl e ~ l s with h i3 life ~n~ hi s chPr~ oter. 

The 



C H A P T E R T W O 

HIS BlOGRAPHX 

Bi-a.mschweigel". i n h i3 bo ok. "Die Lehrer der ?.::ishnnh" • 

b·gin~ h i ~ ~ rticle on "R. J ehudR ben Ila 1• aa toll ow3; E 3 iater• 

freulich un" dem Herzen wohlt uen~ , wenn mqn bei einem g~nz duroh 

d i A J '1diaoheytttr"'t ur wah r ni mmt. we~ olic Heroen un e an i h rem Hi m• 

mel entgegen l e~chte n . wenn man Wlnner kennen l ernt. ne re~ Ge13t• 

e st4·tigk e 1 t gle ich e inem seg en 3penden Ge3ttrn a:o Fei·m"' men t c ctra l t _... 

deren reiohee Wi!sen und t iefee nenken ger;id e z ·.J in gestRunen eet z t. -w!hrend sie oin "'tlheTol !e!! und kU.W1nerl iche3 Le be n mi t der grCs :i. ten 

Geduld ertrRgen , un'' da d..lroh w13e44 e Bewunner• . .mg i h r e r grth "18 n wr 

nooh erhOhen. Za <Uesen i n g.,n7. be3on~ers g 'o? 3egaeteJl-..IU1denk en e te· 

hennen Heroe n geho"rt auoh R. Jehuc\rlh b . Ila i, we l oher in der Mitt.e 

des zweiten J~hrhu.n~erta lebte."l 

And 3uch a mA n , i n t r ut h , WC\ 3 R. J udoh b . I lai. Among h ia 

~nr-we~ry ? n o broken co•religi on ist3 . he 3t ~nd ~ a g rea t be~ oon 

light show i ng the way. SnlTqtion for the Jew lies not i n t h e a r ms 

of t he eo!dier , b u t i n ~n i~pli cit "'nn stead! P t f ai t h in God. 

The i lienl ie not to ler" n lite of phy a icPl OP! e abd comfort. but 

r~ther one ot •implioity ; f a r bett er is it to deny one's 3elf ca ny 

of the !ux~rie~ of lite, t han t o nocept them • .knaeing that t hey 

will b r e"'k d own t he •ery fountiP tion !!I of a hi$ f" n ~ nobl e chr r Pc ter. 

Very little is known of R. J udah 's lite, ap pea rance or 

heoit s . It is only !rom s ce t t ered r ef e ren ces here ~nrl there thn t 



21 
we mAy cowe to A ~etinite oonolueion Qs to thewe mRtter1. He WAI 

bor n in the city or Ueh~ ,2 where he probably spent hie yowiger 

years. 

In the Vi~h whet"e he is ment. ione,, oTe t" six hunt1red timee 

he i! termet1 simply R. Ju~nh.3 Ther~ Ar e • till preserve~ to u s 

oTer t hree thouePnd 1aying11 tra~itions, HalRohoth, Agp,nd oth eto., 

wh i ch ~ re mentione~ i n the nnme ot R. Ju~ah. He -~ ~ probably p.z:o-

Q.r~not the moet prolific of t he TRnn im, ac~o rd i~~ to Weis 3, but 

h i3 work hP! been hnnde~ down to us a lmo!t in it ~ entirety beca use 

of h i a clo1enes3 to R. Judah Ha-N1ui, who later becru~e his pupil . 4 

Yet t h e same a~thority aays th~ t R. Ju~Ph we' most unique s_r.:ong the 

Tannaim i n the quenti t y ot bi1 teach i ng3 bot h i n Hnl~cha a nd Uid· 

rash. 5 

R. Judah WA! a ion of R. Ilai who in t urn wa ! a pupi~ of 

R. Eliezer. 6 R. Ila i wa e a leo a gre~ t e chol~r but he is known 

~o stly t h r ough h i1 illustrious ion . R. Iln i often epe~k a i n t he 

l. Br a un1ghweieer. K. ; Die Lehrer der Mischnah, p.1 01 

2. R. Ju~nh •~~ g i Ten the h onor o! be in~ pcnnit ten to 
&i Te h is opin ion tir st i n the con!erenoe of U•he not bec~ u.e 
ot h is protioiency i n Torah, but , r~ther. bec~u1e he was a 
citizen o! t he city, •• stnted in star Habba tg 2;4:• 
: :'\~•Aa a:.e. \'""' ~·"• •'-' "''" 1~ :- •1'• "'"'"'' ·~ ,,u '?"" 

3. Strack, H.L,: Einleituns i n Talmu~ und Mi~rash , p.129 

4. Weies. J .H.: nor. Dor ,,edor1hoT, Tol. Ila 1.138 : -
• •'tt,,_ e ••u\a a•w"\"t~• •A'-'•"' '"'" .,.. J&4' .... , a•··-.-• '".,"&. 

. Q '•)\W A•\•t, , ,~ .. att 

5. l bid , p.137:-
-- t'\& •• &••" ..... ,~, ... ,. 

6. Jl!naohsth l§a:• 
• t:t ·~ ·"- ,,, .. ,. 

. "' .. "'"' ra. 
•#'-& 1• :\'"\tft' . , 

.,~-.".a r ~ ''"'•'I.A 
~_, t '\' .. 't-4 •&_,. ... '•'I ... .,..._. '~' .. ., t4.& :""\t:\ " • ._,. .,... r.1' 

. ..,.)".... · ~" 
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nPme o! R. Elieaer,7 an~ wa1 in olo•e relqtion• with Glllll"liel 118 

with whom he traTelled. He wa a n olo1e triend, too, ot R. 11h• 

mael b. lU11ha.9 

R. J1.1dah bad three important te~ chera, TiZ' hi• r~ ther, R. 

Ilai, R. TarphGa1 and R. AkibRe There are many pRsaages wh~re R. 

Judah 1peak1 in the name ot R. Tarphon.10 lie wa s especinlly clo8e 

to a. TRrphon tor whom he otten ~ id menilll work. 11 And a bout lU.111 he 

relate ~ many incident•· 
12 ""any reterenoea to eTenta transpiring 

a t Ly~~a hnTP come down to us through hie as3ooiation with R. Tar• 

phon . 13 R. Ju~Ph WAS ao bright in h i e youth th~t once, whil e ----
(1 . ..1.fi 

~ till a f-1• he re~ ~ the entire book ot Either on Purim betore hie 

tea cher, R. Tarphon, An1 oth er elderi.14 R. TPrphon's influence 

7. Toi. Terip! 31 18; Tos. ~emai 1,3 

8. Tos. l••~oh 1 (2), 27; b. Er1.1bin 64b 

9• Tos. Gitiin 1,3; b. Gittin 6b; TOI• Beohor 4,1$ · 

1(,). S1.1c ~ah 32a:- ., ... , r•"· ·~ ....... ~--·,. ,..,.~ .. , .. ll'IA 

llikWRth 7(8),); To• Uikwath 10,J:• ""'• ,,,,.,, ''" n•,, t•• 
: .,,. .. ~ .. ,. "t> I'• .,.~w:.'t 1'"1' I'''" .,, Gtwtt 

_T_o_s •• ...,.N.1.d~~ ... a 5,9; Tot. Nid~a 4,5; Toe. Nasir 3,19 
l; • 

Toa. 

11. To• Neg~1m 8,2:• 
;l"\lll' •'t , ... '"''a& r•'49 ''~ 4t•a .,.,,,,.., 4'*'ft 'A-.• a"ta• '•' ""a 

,... .. ' .. ~·A ... l"'H , ... ._.. .._. ...,, ";'I;- .,..,,.. • ..,,.,. ... I"' 'A 

.A· ~..a ... 1"· ,,., ..... .,.~- ... '"'"'".. • ... ".. ,..... '"', .... ••& .,~ . ., •••• • "'•" J' .. " 1'•"" ,.._ > ,a•a"> ft"U• fttt 1L :ta"'• I\..._ •• ,. .. , 
"''-.ft 'Ill• J I "'~ft .,.,~ \''\1"'9 .. I r.,., • .,, l'llW fftt ~» ... 

·. r~·~"' ~ I'"'"'"', 12. Toe. SabbRth 5(6),13:• 
·~· ..,,,_.,. .A•~ .. """" •'9-'ta ••·• ,,.,,.,.. ·~~- "..,_... .. "''"' .,, ,.,.. 

i ...... -'•" 'I'"' M•t l'"\t 'A*~ ltt"t \''\0 ... 
To1. Jebnmoth 12, l 5 (In t ., lldng ot ~-.·~A):-

a,-• ,_,.,,. ·~~ , ... . ~,_ •• , ... ,, .. ,)>"' r'.," 0'""''~ -.~ ...... '""" 
f' .. 9' .. ,.. ,, r•\ ,_ 0 aft a UJ' ,,.. '\twll I r.,._.. '_.. 'l•IJ o•~•tt t.1"11 .AftC 

\\.,a•~ 
be NtdArim 49b:• · 't.u l'o~c. ·~, .. "'nf ~·4'• ·"' ,,. •"'H' · ~, 
b, !echoroth 45b; Tos. ~eohor. 5.7:• 

't.AI 

r 



on R. J~dah wee . noticeable, too, trom the uee ot A wol'd b7 R. 

JudRh, whioh word WR e ohA.ra cteriat.ia ot R. Tarphon (~;) •1 S 

Al~er haY ing been under the gui~Pnce ot R. Tarphon tor 

eome yePr1, ~. JudRh becAme the pupil of K. Aki~~ to whom ~raun

aehweiger r eter3 ~ s hi• •HRuptlehrer".16 He re cor~ !, to o, rnAny 

inetqnoe1 ot hisa~y with R. Akiba l7 who 10 i ntluenced him that 

the great m~rtYl''• spirit can be 1een in pr~ otio~lly ell ot h 11 

Toe. Shib1ith 4,4:- Here R. Jud~h p roTes thn t i•~(si• 
mil~ r to onions or g~ rlicJ may be e~ tPn r tter a f estiYPl b y 
aitin& R. Tarphon q s hi e a~ thority. 

§.itra Tof. Metzorah 1 :1 3 (ch . 14:2): -
'"' -•>"•., fl&'\-- ' '" '\I'll '.A~-. ... , 1'1''1' l.A,. Mtft• '-'""A 

To ' • J e DR.JD • 12 1 1 5 ; b . .Te baua. 1 06 b : -
,,, f , •• .,. ·~ ., ..... ~··· 1.1"1' "'""" ... ., :\.""' • .., "'-" 

M. Ned . 6: 6: • 'ut 1••''- ·~' • .,,_ , •• , """'" '""'' °' " .. 
Se e nlso 1• S~ tq 1 3a 

13. b . Sao ">P: t.h 29b : -
I··~ IU , • .,. It f#\J .A'4 ,l\t4&,.>-~ fiC-~· ,/\f'A _ _.._, .,,tl"' .,, '\tta il\'M 

e• t•lt e "'" •• ~ ~'"""I :'IN~flt l"* 1'....:!Jl't•t ~''~ W ti\.,., •• -.~., 
~ -,a,, "., "'". ..-.. .., f" ft9"9 ·~, 

(See also To1. s~ bb . 2, ,) ; To3 . Rr ubln 9(6 ) ,2: • 
""''"' ~ "" ..... .a :. .. , .... "'• ,.""- .... .,.., " .. ".> ""'"'' .,, "9A 

.. • ~l.a a~\ •A'>t ,... ~ttta t r/A• '-"' "'"~~It • ._ ... ,. ~· 

' 0'•'~ 

14. b e }.fe41l,l.A 20fl:-:A'"~t ltlflt ··~ "'"°'' ' .... ., ... a•JA°' 
••• ,, t ,,., ,. • ... " .... ,..... "' .. ' 

I ~t't:.0 

2J 

1$. Ac cording to B~che r (A.T.I, p. 3 ) 0,1r.2) the expree36on 2. 
- 1'1 ~~\ WEl 9 u eed by Ta r 'Phon. I n b . Joma 83b Etncl Shir -
Reboil· tb 2 :4 thi! t erm i~ bor1·orr"'~ h y R. !u<lr.h . It m~e 
t r ue tll')t t he t erm wa - chn r i:icte l"1.at1c ot n. TP.rphon . but Jud""Ji 
wn g .r.ot t.he only on e to use it, fot· i n Jouaa. 83b it i9 Pl so 
empl oye rt b y R. Jo s e . ( ";'.,,. ~. ~ ... , •er .. , Z\' \ , ... ) 

16 . Dra itn~chweiser , ti . : "Lehr c't' rl ~r ''i schn,. h", p.lul 

1 7 . Tos . K i~ -' .1 shin 5' , 4: • """"" ~• ,..._ .. ., .• "'''"' ., "'"• 
: -.,.,~ .... •-.. .. -.~• ~" ... "'~ See Al so .?• Jebnm . 76b 

To s. Ak 11 o t h 4 , 2: - .,.., a ..... •-."t..- "" ••1t ."'_.. ., ,. .. ,:\• ·~ , •• 
;Tua. Beracho t h 3, 5: • 

.,...... ~?· ..... . ...... . . . .. 



R. J udR.h b . Ila 1 1 i TC'1 in utmost poTerty, tin~ ret'.lee~ to 

a c cept· ~ny a i o f r om h is many frien~s . On ~ cloP.Jc aerTed both him
~ 

3elt .em his wife; him wh ile atten~ iug t he col 1 g e an~ h e r when go• 
f' de aired 

i ng to market. He declinen a l30 all flss istP.n ce pnr/no joy or ne-

light in worldly ptea sures. An illustra tion of this 1 ~ tour.d in 

b. Neda rim 49b . R. JudAh hRd been invited t o the bome ot R. Simon 

'b. GPmaliel, but di~ not a ppeAr a t the appointer time. n. Simon 

sent to fin rl ou t the rea ~on Anrl ci i1c0Tere ~ that hi ::i wife her~ gone 

out with t heir onl y cloak . Simon ~en t a nother, but Jud~h decl ined 

it, saying thRt h e ~ i~ not desire to a ccept pre~ent ~. in th i s world 

Anothe! exPmple of h i! sirnplioity of liYi ng i s a ! foll ows. 

Once OTer-ripe t ig s were b r o1..lgh t befo r e h i m P.nn R. Simon . JudA.h 

n t e them, but Simon i1 i. r\ not, wherei.t'Pon J udP..h sa. i n : "Why do you not 

el' t some~ " "l3e c11use t hey "I re ~ .tffioul t to digest," wRs t he a.newer, 

"The more reR ~on for me ea ting t hem," sa id R. J udPh, "tor i n t h8 t 

oa Ge I won't h a Te to eat to-mor?'ow." Th i9 eh otV 31 of cour se, hi!5 

henlthy body an ~ noble cha racter. I n ~pite of h is poverty en~ 

Bimpl e ea ting , h i s fP.ce wa~ alway~ r~~ ~ Y ann he~ lthy looking . Hia 

teRch er 1 R. Ta r phon 1 onc e ~3keo h i m why hi s face shine~ the t d~ y . 

He ~nawere ~ : "Yeeterda y yo ur serTnnt e b rought us 3ome let tuce 

which we n te without aelt; hP.rl we har salt with it, my f r- oe wol.ll d 

ha ,.,e shine~ at ill •ore" •19 

18 . Wei!s '-_J . H.: nor no r Yed orshov . Tol .II, p.138 ;- . 
-."~ , .. ,.. ,-•., '"' "' .. •2 a••• aa.1ta"'-' ••'"" I"~• ••• 

19. b. Ne d...!!J!! 49b 



IS 
BeCHtu1e of the rud~ines' ot hi• !~a• Jwtah \&Dderwent .ae1a 

twi A.t hi• •xpenH. A gentile onoe MW him Anc1 •ti: · •fhat an 1• 

one ot three thinga. He ia either a drinker ot •trong llquo•, a 

u1urer, or n raieer ot plga.• Juda.h. became Rngry an4, • but we'll 

let the Hebrew ·•expl81n.20 

Judah's pu~il•, too, were poTerty 1trioken. six ~tudenta, 
•• are told, wrapped themaelTet ln one cloak an~ •tudied Tornh. 21 

There ie Tery little known ot R. Judah ~urinp, the Bar 

Coohb& rebPllion. There 11 one reference from him, howeTer, "1'.lioh 

statea quite oleArly his feelings in regnr~ to t ha t frightful 

attar.22 · 

See al 10 Tnnohwpa Duber ;/ 1,!i; In J, Sabb . llP • th·i~ :~ f'~~: ' · 
proaimetely the arune ret&nce 1'1ith the diff erence t hPt t he 
name of t he ~pe~ker 1~ giTen an~ t he epeaker 1~ a woman. 

'•Al 1-- ~·JC f"0'°' , ... •"A .,0 -~ .,,,_ '°'"S 
In b. ljedarim 49'b, there i~ R.nother Tersion:-

,_,, ... " .. •c • .A\'~" , .... ~ •• r••., ,..,. """'"' ·~,.. .,,,. '""'" n•'9 , .. . 
'" "'' .. ••.a" -"".. ...--.'\., •. ~·..- .... J''O• '""''"" .• "''"·~ ... & , .... tft 

: , f\IU "U\a "alt ... ~.. VII ~·· tTJI'• 'Mt •w'\"'"' , ..a 
r - JIA•~ , .. 

21. b. Sonh. 20e.:• 
~ ='"'""4 1·t·~· 

On t he same prge ie Rlao 
: ._,.. ..... , ... , . ., ....... 

·~--· • ~"'~ """''" • ·~"' .,,_ l°'P' n•ll 
.A~ "''°'"- roa~tt D •.,•ttlt4' tt •W r1te1 ! 

foun~ :-
·-.-. ~., n11 :tt ._., ,,"""' ,,..,.. •,, "'.,. 

22. Uidrash r. to G•Jl.• 27 :22:• ,..,. '">' .. • -.-.. ;ne:\• • .,, 
,._,,, ._ ....... ,.,,., """ Aau .... -.~)Ill' ,., "•r "'f" ., .. , .. : 

ThPt in, thi• pelBPge Judah ~eters to t he ntTRging ot J~dea 
b y the Romana is ehown concluai•ely by a parallel reterence in 
J. Tannith 68e:- '-'i'• *"'" a•.-.,, •• -.. . ,~~ l' .. •:-• ,.,. •• .,,. 

t "'" \'t ,.,_.., ""'"' f'tt4' 'f,,a' ._., "'-i' ,..,_. ,,. O""' .. •1u •• '-'f 
~ , •. ~ .. .,.. 



R. Judah WAS one ot the di1oiplee 1 1eTen altogetb•••'I, 

Akib8 ordained by a. JU~Ph b. Bab~ in the Talley bet .. en Uahn 

en~ ShAphrAa.m. 23 About thi• time the pereeo~t1on1 ot Ba4rin.n Uri 

begAn ttnd he wa1 toroet! to tlee from Judea. He NID'-l inea n.W..y 

Wltil the death of liadrinn, three year3 later. When the ROllAlla 

cea!ed t heir harshnea3 with the a9oonding ot Antoninua Piu1 to 

the throne, Judah returned from exile to ~11 na tiTe city, U1ha. 

There ~re quite A list o! pase~ges necribed to R. Judah 

which re 1 o te ot "the time of na nge r• ( ;t1~0 ... -Nt•~ )f 4.. Agr in end 

again he tr ies to proTe a point by bringi ng a1 author i t y somethjng 

that happened in the time o! dange r, but almo 1t inTnriably the 

an1wer of the other Sage~ ie i"' .. ., oH~O .,_,_.,, I'"• The question 

cruzie ap a s to whether it .13 permitted to carry a. Safer Torah !ron.1 , 
coart to root and from roof to r oof on the Sabba th. R. Ju~o.h 

aa ya this was done 11.ia•l' "'·~ • but the otl:ler lt-..,bbis an swer "'"'• ,.& 
n ' IL ' :t " a • ., 

.25 
• 

Anoth er and more ap9•1tic ref erence Ts.nsh, B "'"c,1.AlO:· 
~,, .... , .. ,, .. . :'\"' ..,,,, "'" ... .,.,.,.. "''"'~ ·~... --~ ~, .. ,. ·~-- '"" . .,LI~.. ,... • .,., ., """'~ .. c~--"' " .. , o " • .,". ...t 

Thia is followed by: - ft" ""~ ~·~· ,.., '''i' 14'"' ·~' '"Jl 
·'""-A'~~ ,.,.,.. '""' ,., ··~., And another pas1e.g1 i n Tann , 684 

. JLt~., ,.... ,. ...... .., ""'°~~ .A"''" "•'? .,,,,.,. 'ttt 1•n1• ., .. A 
The Queat ion thet a rise! ia one'• mind is. to whom ~oe a 

Cf,,, the ,,., in j. Ta,, n, 68f.i r efer'? Bg,cher aa:.r:s it 11 Akiba. (my 
• tenctie r ) who i 3 meant . Thi• explanation 11 t he best under the 

oirouma tancee, b'l.lt it 11 by no mea113 qon.,.iucing. I ·t does not 
explain t he tv10 pa31ages i n wh ich t he auihvrit:r i1 n. Jochan&Ji 

23. b. Sanhedrim l,4& 

24. ioa. Er ubin 8,69 Io• Suk. l,l 

2,. To• ~~ubir. 8(5},6 
., ... , ,,.., ~""'" ,.. """" ~· r"Ja" ..,.... ....~·-- ~ ... ~" ...... ., ... 

but the n!wer o! the othe I Rabbi~ i !:-



, ., 
J ..ide.h nwnbered aevers:i l i mportant persona, 1t1•• ot hi• tiile 

"won~ h ie !rienda. college t1a.ye he 

o! R. JUiezer b. He WP~ a lso a good rriend of •• Jo .. 

b . Chala!ta. whom he often thanked tor helping hi.ib with ditf icul t 
27 H" l a choth with the wot"d.1 • .,.,., ~ ~,.~•• 1.-,-• ,."". ln Joma 83b 

t h ere 111 a 1tor y of R. J\.ldah a nd R. Joae g ~" ing on a .1ourney an<\ -----relate• their adTen~ures. Further on the se~e p~ge t h ere ie a 

story or R. Jl.ldab, R. lii.eir, nnd R. Jose on a j o ;1rney nnd t heir a~ -

ven ture s a re n:i r r a ted. R. Ju.C.a.h .r eh1tee a 'tory0 too, of R. Ela• 

~a 
za r b. Auria.h e nd R. Akiba iu a bRt hhou3e .... HE~ c l so r e l e te:s Fm 

Anotl1e't' exa mplE: or t h i '3 i3 foun r i n To 3. Su):va 1, 7 :-
lll•llt"a '°''loft fl.le lol ' ~ •l'•W 't,,. lll''"'A 11:1' tt~ftl "'"'""' ' ·~ '"-." Q•'IOI~ r•aeft • ,..~ .... ,. ra..••" ~•--'-lo , •• , .... ,...... ,., •• ,. A,la•~ '" ....... ""''"' '"" , ... : " "•" ., ..... ~· r~ ,., t .... ,. o:.'"""' ...... ..,. • ..... ,' ca••. 

And a g··iin To•• Sukl'.a 2 , 9 ;

f""'" "",..,1'. I"'~._,.. r~.,,., ''"" r~"a .,,a It •JA• "''n' ·~ 'Utll 

: ,, • •" t I\, :t ,.,. "' ,.. It. n It a 

26. Kob. R. to 1:12;-
~'"'"'t' =''"'A't. A'tn••., :\•'a~··• ... ,,._. J"'"' .. ,, 1L"'\I ~'"' ... \•.,••u 'ti\ n•• •'-'" •"• ~·~ ·~·, •· •:a9'~ ~· &J, ••• ,., 
... At,,... .,.... ~IA•ft .... , ltAU..... S\f IL ... ,attw .Aa•-., ~· ,.,~I\ 

A•'"'a\ 4-al' wit \'"•"' t'V' U ..... .,.. A'tl ft\M ... ~~· ~·J.t" 

·:a~.. ,. :t •.:. .... . ., ..... 
.At ...... \.aft 

. \'l"'" \.»I• 

:F'urthel.· re!erenoe to J uchh • ! !riend sh ip f or El cazq,r b. Shamrn• {' 
a r e found in Toa. lUena cb 2 .1.6 a nd To!. Ar~. ol!l.im 2,9 

27 . P• Mene.chovh 4 :ia: - ~"•a ••n:i~ •'•'• ·~ ........ 
,, •A ""'>A -ASVft ~, .. " ~ll ~aC.ftt a•ll\A' "f' fa '\tt "l"' W'tA~ 

Here follow opin ionVin wh ich we are not intol"'eated•-, 
' ~"' \'9 "tt'r. ltW<\\ ,.. "\'-"' "' ..... tf ~ W '°' '\"I IL 1' '°'"'' •-. •.a:\ 'ft ol i\'4'4" 

"'"" '"""'" ... ~ '""~ t~''l"., l",~ :\,,,._ 'h·a 1;'-'"?•, 11 •• ,.,;'-.0 .. 

: .,,.,,.." ",. .. fl., , •I)"' 
b . Menachoth lQOa:-

.,.' 0 11'1t• • '\I.A.. a I' O• •"t-.,•>ltS alta a 1' ~:·ta~· ae, °' f\111 •el' ' "' '"' •1t• :t "I°" 
.. "~" "'"'".., 1~" ""~ ~ "'" ., "'• ..... ~- .... "' ,. •• ,. • .,., • ..-.u 

Set" al so B,, che r A.T. ,I, p ._192, note 7; To3 3ira c ~oth l,~; .I9.!.t, 
Ab . Zareb 3.13; il. Kelim 1 7 :6; Gen. r, 74; J~. Ned. 4~ o ; ~ 

Jome. 
Tos. 

28 . b . Sabba t h 4Ua. 

' 
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inc i dent, o! a ti.me when he wr. s in the oouipeny ot Akiba and Blau.I' 

· b •. A4ariah. Aki'ba on~ Elaza r he~ become ao engroased in matter• 

rdl a ted to t he community t hat they ·hP.d forgotten to recite the 

ShemR. Judah recited t he Shema at t he proper time, but Ak1'ba and 

Elazar di~ not recite until t he•eun hpn Alreany set.29 

R. J~rt qh often 3~eaks in t he n~me o! g reat a ~thoritie z , 

e. gpi:> c itlly R"l ban G"' mfl.liel II. .Tuda.h , spanking 1n the latter'~ name 
(J ' ,J-.:J 

me in t~ ·i ne th~t. t h re l'! b le s'!1ng9 ehoul A be i.•eoited ove1• ,,~,,, e- nc! L~..,· 1 --<- 7 r~n..,.,. .... 
~hile t he other Babbie a r e ~gree rl on one ble ~ eing.3v , He a~ka in ~-
Gamaliel'! name, too, i n o ieou ~ J ing the l awa of Pe3e.ch.3l GP..ma-

liel wa ' of t he op~n ion t hP t t he llenorah must not be put t ogether 

on the Yow Tov. 'l'ho other Rabh ie, incl ur i ng Akiba. , ha~ no 

scruples ~ 1th regar d to it. H. J~dRh, Gpeaking i r. GPmaliel'e name 

sa i r t hti t t h e ?Je norRl/may not b e p i.it t ogeth e r on t he Yam Toir • hut 

it m~ybe moved !rum place to pla ce.32 A6:t i n anrl "g:· i n i s fowid the 
33 phrase: &ta ... ""' I~' .,.,. 1''"'' ·~' ~·~. Juda h P.l eo g i iirea seYeral 

l ncidenta t hat hn9pened i n Gamaliel's achool. 34 

JudA.h wa. a qui t e a f a vorite ot Re bha.n Gnm11 liel's son in 

whose home h~ wr 3 offic i a l e r bitra tor i n rel i g ious metter~. 35 He 
' 

29. To9 . Beracn . i.2 

30. Toa. BerRch 4 ,lj.. / 1 

31 . To1 1 Pe 3;i.oh l,4 

32 . To a. Yom ToT 2 ~l-2 

lJ •. ;q,. Zebac~ e.lZ; Toa. Chul!in 6 , 8. I n Kelim I • 
.2.a..U lle ir,udPh, anJ03e spenk in t h e nr:ime of G"lmal iel and 
agree ·( f" ,~, a• ,.,,,,, ) 

34. Toa. Terum. · J ,13; Toi, Kethub 8,1 

35. b . liedor1ro 49b 



is re! erre l4 to a a t l1H t enche r (ol' lawyer) i n t h e houae ot t lie 
29 

JJrinoe ( So clo•e f i~ h e become t.o Simeon be 

Gamal iel II thr t he \7a~ m-id e the tche r of h11 ion, tlle !flr:JO~• 

Judah Hnnati. I n t h e TAlmld he is t herefore 30 et ime~ ref6rre4 

t o a.8 "teacher o! the Na. •1" ,.. •• ,, ", .... , .. 37 e.nr •R. J l.ldah mu the 

teache r o~ the ~rinoe", ",.,,,, .. , •• .,, •• :t ,,. .> 3 8 and ,.\ ~ -.• ., 

.,.,. ,•,, (ibidJ . J~da.h en~ Rabban Simon~ . Gs.ma 1 iel a l10 ha~ 

coutroTeraiea aowetiiJle3.39 

Alth ul.Lgh he bim:telf waa . Tar:r strict in hSi• rolisiO•• obaer• 

Ta noe and quite well knoml fo r h ie per~onal piety, yet R. JadPh '1 

philosophy o! lite ··n ~ the gol"en mean of Ari s totle. He bringe th" 

Ol.lt quite clea rly i n n •~ying ~ecribed to h i m in Aboth Rsbb i 

N~ thAn40• So f qmoue ci i d he become f or l ,13 pc raonRl pie ty, h oweTer, 

36. b , ¥tn ·~ oho t h l 04a 

37, J, Sa bba t h llb 

38 • ..l• Sheknlim 5la;- t.hD t R. Judah Wl"' s J udah H~ne si'• 
pu.pil i1 also ehowo in b . lie A:illa 2<m. ;- ·' ·"'•\f~' .," .. " 1'-P ''' '"• 

'1.u :t""'' ·~·"• ".,,..._ .. ', I t. Is fl l!o ah u\Vll from a d13-
c..1~~1on 1nfSheb1 1t h lJartha.t Ju,, FLh I, W!'.l- 3 t :he pupil of Judah 
b . lla i. e fin~ h f' r e the verse - ,,.,, ;\,. ••• ,..,., "" '"'• •., 
See a1 so b. B . ?.; . 33a - ' 

39, Tot. B. U, 4, 2 ; b , B . ~ . b~ 

4v. Aboth Ra bb i Uat hc.n ch. 28 (end 
\'•\" \9 • f•a ,,,., 't'Jt ""IA .,~,. - .,_,. --~ ,_,~ • .,_,.-.. ,, ""' .. ' 9'., 

.;....,.. .. '•'- .~ .• r-, -... ""''~ .,~, • ,r,. f'" l'"' · "-11' ·~u-.i ,,,. '"''• .,., r" "'"•"" ... . ,., "'"" ....... ""'', "~"' .. ;\ ................ )QI" 
~ ua• •-," ~I•:\ ""'» 1""" ar. ~ ... '9W -'\ftY.e •.ea '9• .l'AJl a•a't"" 

"="' .:-•~· "'"'' .• ,.~-. "f'" ••I' '"'" AW "'"' ·' 1\"ia oil• '\1a~ 
1 ,,., . .,~ 1u1a• •""' • "'••-. i\ ua• ,..,41 , .. .,,,.,.~ '"''' A''AJ•.a. : 

The ~a l'."le !o\.lncl ononymo uBlY i n To'..'! . Ch:lSiia 
1
i2 16. A aimilar 

Pa•sPge is a l 30 fo uno in J• "h"' 'S iga Z?a.1• 
"'" --~~ :\"'" . .._._ • ._., """"'' "'a"* "'M •·~·_,., .,, .,._ ="•'' "" ""~ 1 

~ .,,_""''"' i'-~ •. "..,_,., ,. .... -..~ ""• ,.~-. ,,_." . ~..... !I 
A aimila r thought is tounrl expre 3 ef in t he 3aying3 ot Xenop~~ 

(Btobae us, Flor. 4, , 28 ) (Fre udenthal J. "lie lber die Theologi e 
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t hR t it. i• •a id tha~ t'f" whereTer the e-xpre•!9io~1 •there 1• a •t.ow 

of 11 certa in pious man" ( ,,.. , •• "~ ••I'• ) i1 1.ue l the reterence 1• 

e ithe r to R. J uda'h b . Baba or R. J adoh b . Ila i.~ 1 He wa a ~ury 

r iii d i n ob 1erTing many o! t h o ~racticee ot t h e Cba•idim a nd B•e•• 

noe. drinking no wine excep t on t hose da ya re!l,,d.r erl by l aw and 

pr ef e r r i ng to ea t only Yegeta b l e f ood. 42 So oo.x~e:ful w fl s he i n 

prepa ring h i 1uel! tor t :1e Sa b ba.t h 1 the wa ~h ing c1! t h e ! "' oe • h<> nd !! 

onn fee t. An~ cl othing h i msel f i n the white S.q'b\>n t h g - rmen t s . t ha t 
l/3 r 

he "1 ppen red t o his 11 t \.lde n t e like An a nge l . Hi1 ten1orheE: rtedness1 

en,, hwn(ln1 t y s. r e ·· ... ea.u t i!ully 3h own when he r eoor1 01le s P. ma rried , S / 
couple . " I 1wea r t ha t you wil l dcriTe no benef i t f rom ~e unl e as 

yo1.1 oau•e R. J 1.1dah ~n"1 R. Si meon to t .., 3te ot the:~ fo on tha t you 

cook" , • "' YS t he il'Rte hu•bond t o h i a wit e - R. S imon 1",fuse :s t o 

t -- ate o.! it . bi.it Jadnh doea, ''ith the wordn , "If when i t 10 a 

qu.e 1tion o! br ingi ng about t he peace be t ween a. ~nan 2.n" his wi!e 

God will a llow h ia name to be ernse~ b y t h e li t t~e we ter3 eTen i f -
it ia f' Que st i~m whe t.he r the wi.fe h :-.. s been al'\ .111~cro<l ~ , h uw muoh 

t h e more 1h ou.ld . I be pa tient and meek i n estebl:L3h in~ pee ae!ul do• 

me :Jt.ic rela. t ion a•. 44 liileroy , t o R. Judah 3l)eaking i n Rab ban Cama-

aea Xenophane s " - Dre al Ru , 1886) :- De nn ooh werden zohl r e i che 
Au• aprC.ohe Ton i hc mitgetheilt, i n denen ...@J!:,..c'.e r G8tt e r ge~sc•t 
wird • ._.eil del" Got. tergl~ube t ho e ine der Girandlage n d e s Sta~ t.• 
lebe n :::u ae i n s ohien , r'a. s e r nicht angrei t' •~ !'l wo:.~ te , ~em man , 
wie er einit ~,;g'te , ni oht ' zu na he kommen ~f1rte, ohnc eioh zu 
.,..erbrennen, dem m~ n auch nicht zu f ern ble i1ben k8nne , obne zu 
friere n . 

41. 'b • Baba Kamna l03b ; -
· ~" ia Y.U I•""''"' c,, •• ,,." '1' •A.&. . ••Jt• Jf'"'ll•, 1'.a'• \.a .,., 

,.._,.,..~ 111·~ · ·,. ·~\· ·»~ ""'"'' ·~.,. 11 .... ., • • ~' ... ,.... ·~a. ""''•,. 
: ,,,, 

42 . b , ?1 e d.a r im 49b: • 11 ,.-."•, •~'"~• , •• '"'f •\• 
f\•9 ... "'>'• ... : .,.. ....... ,. ,,- r.. . ..... • ,,.,., ""••, ·•• 

Al10 J e wi!h Eno:,rcloperliA : a.r t. "Jud.,h b . lla i". 
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l iel'• nem1 ie a be~utitul sn~ lofty Tirtue. 45 H18 heRrt h.Ad ~ 

him 46 
i~rge plPce for chil~ ~•n, Llw cPl line/the •x1n~ er Frewi~". So 

meek A n~ mo~e1t w~ • he th~ t in spite of the high po1ition he hod 

a ttn ine~ in the house the pP tri~rdh R. Simon b . GPm~l iel, he •till 

uae t1 to cat"r:r h ie O\fn 1tool t:> t he college. 47 

R. Ju~R.b wns intereate~ eboTe a l l in t he ~tu~] of 'l'orah, 

on~ , • l t hough he w•• quite nn •'<P•rt i n gett in~ eTerythin~ out o~ 
text thn t ia hum'lnl y poasible (thia "ill be shown mortt i n detail 

in the ohapt1r on h i s Hn.lach.Eth) yet he loYed "lbove,~!e oimple1tu~y 
of Torah . It I• not aurpriaing , t he i·e!ore, t h"l t he Pt t a c-1<4 the 

p~pil1 of ~eir , a!ter t he l Pctter's denth, moat •tron61Y becau1e, 

aa he sa y&, "they oom1, not to 1tudy Tor~h , but to TIX me with He. 

lachoth" . lo c thi1 refl son he t :>be de the at \ldent 3 of l..eir to en ter 

bl1 aohooi. 48 From tho i ncident describe~ (in lo~e f 8) we can aee 

t hP t R. JudAh h~~ quite e temper. but he oontrol! e~ it when h i• 

4). b . s~b~ath 25b: -
'" ..... -." ·~- ~"'~ '""'-• ., ~ t"••ttftft \''''·~ a.wrl '1'---~"I 11\A~l 

~""'"' · ~"~ 1-4 ... f\ 1 ~ ~, '\M 

'""'' ,..,. Y'""' I''"' :\,. ..... . ~..\.·., ... 
.. "'' ....... "' ' .... "" ;\ft ''\ ' 

44. b . llednd .. 11 66b :-
1~'W:l,.A '"~-~- ""~ ... "'""' "-"• •• ., IUI~ '""''~'" ""' "".' a.an:\ 

..... ,.~ ..... .Al_}' .. :uu ,., ,._. •:.-a• ~"'' .,.,., ,.,..,... "~'"' ·~., .. 
G'"\"\I•"" •'"" .. , ~l'a• ;\. ''l:.0 a,.-~IW ,.,.., '°'"''"' 1'"'ft .. IA~ .... . 1'• :u 1'-~ .AAa 't~ 'J1l I r90~ 

R.R· 

45. To!. Brbr. K·•mma 9 ,J l. :-
1., }""'' ,,". ••" ·~" "'""'"'"" .~, ••• " "'""" :"''"' '" •""'' 1"~"'' I",_ ;\~·- I"' ,, .. Y''a. 'J.1'• ,..-o '" ,~"'"' 1"""' 

46. L~w: ~.: D i~ Lebensal t er i n ~er J.~d i acher Li ttera t ur 
147, }75_: :~nir1]3 -- -- ' • 

47. Re~l EnoyolopAdie, p.45? 

48. b . Ki~nuaain 520 
\ ~ \'""'f¥\Ato\ ='"'"'' •a."' .I"'- .,.IL '\'S9' •-." ... 1-"°''lff) ._.... ,,~., llA 

• i\ ""''"" "''""" ... " •• ,.,,..,, r• .,... ,..... "\'f." •:.,., '""'"'" 101a• 

! ..... ,., Q~ .,,_>"• ~ ., .. ~ l" .... & ··~a. 
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friend, R. Joae 1qid; •Peop!e will 8fly, Meir 11 dead, Judah 1a in 

~nger, Joae 11 11lent, *hat will become or tbe Torah!• 49 

Althou~ll R. J:.idah'• heRrt wa15 rent bccal.lse of the doing1 o: 

the Roi:aan1 i n J'l.ldeo. 1 yet we ~re told that he pr.,i1e~ them tor the 

fine things that they accompli1hed. There i1 P- story t hat a. 
J~dah , R. Joae b. Chalatta n n~ R. Simon b . Joohai ha ~ o di~cu11ion 

on tl,e Romani. "How uaeful thi !l nP tion ht> J been•• u 1 i~ R. Judah , 

"eTerywhere it h., ~ erected towns P n~ m:- r '<etpln ce ~ ; it hn ~ put . 
h ridge3 oTe r riTers, ~n~ built bo th-hou~c' for tho pre1cr•ation o! 

heRlth". R. Jo ~c w~ t silent, ne ither pr.,ising nor condeMning. R. 

Simon , howeTer • ooul d not re pre a~ his d i11i1len1ure. "Whn t the Ro

man do ", he nid, "they do only tor t he rke of ae!ti1hnees .,nd 

h., in. They keep ho:.iaea ot b~ ~ repute i n t h e cities , misuse the 

ba tbing·placea, nnd le~y t ol l !or the bridge•"• Thi~ m~tter oame 

to t he enr, ,r the RomRna thro~gh Judah, n pr o•elyte, who repeated 

it without desiring to do ny hElrm. Aa a rea\11.t, R. Judah waa loE• 

ded with honora. R. Joae \1(\9 bani shed to La.oc.Hoea, A.nd R. Simon 

wa a condemned to rl ont h . 50 Yet he predicterl the down! All ot the Ro

wan • n t the h~ n~• pt t he Per•1Ari•·5l 

That Jl.ldt' h belieTed i n 1imple un tin; ~n,. liTing 11 ahow{l 

f rom ~any o: his 1Ayinga . Like hie colle~gue, Simon b . Joohai. 

A:tte r R. Jud~h h~~ apoken t he!C words to hi~ pupil• Symm~b..Qs,~ 
a pupil of Meir, puahed hi~ way into t ho assembly or R. udPh'9 
1tudent1 ~n~ gaTe utter~noe to A l~w whioh,he ha~ he? rd from 
h ie teacher •••• The Miahnah continues : -

~·•" ·~"" '''f\'tA t•,,a.• .,. a alt ,_,..._. J~ .... •"" ~l'Jl ~"'"' 
0:\ A''""~ ''"., .. Jl\W. G'~ a:- ;\'\I.A, .......... , oa •• ,~,. 

50. Gr~ et=, Ge1ohic~te To!. IV, p.19u 

• .a" • ,.. 
.,... J•>"» 

: . ··~ 



Ju.<lah ari id thA t work honor1 the man. 52 R. Jud.P.h ut.,el'ecl tulM 13 

tew 1a ying1 es to t.h• rulea ot lh·1ng. "l!!llt on1on•1 'b\&t ei"t 1D tile 

ahade",53 "Do not e~ t geese ~n~ chicken1 1 nnd turn yoar mind from 

hunger to !ood". (ioid) "!,iTe !t'ug" lly, but under you r own root.• 

( i b id) "SpR.re your fo od , b11t al'\,, to you ?' hoU9hold" (ibid). B\&t. 

there 13 re some !"' :f i.1g3 \7hich , 0 re very similar t,.o tho1e ot R. Jud >\h 

• 

54 ' ..ittered through t he a..i t hority of R. ~i and R. As~i. Th1l' ca n ,.~, 

be exol~ ined by the f a ct thR t bo th .An irl i a nd A1•i were pupil e ot 

J oohanan who ottea 1paak1 i n R. J~d~h 'l nPme. 

ot lea rii.ing. Hia work • h ow:l him to hriv~ be e n !harp 'n d i 1c..i3" i ons , 

preci1e in expre1aion 1 

tows~ ~~,,<..f--
/ a l'i n te rpre t.a tion ot 

ol enr, 1 nd to the poi n t. Jie uoual ly lenn ~ r-

t h e lrw , b ut a ooepted f or himself t he ht- r d• 

eat interpret~ tion. 5; ETen when h i• t olen ted Bon wn .. 't al·en by 

death, he did not rewain aw~y ! roID the achooi.5
6 MF1~ 1t l e a r n 

l'ornh , ia t.he t"dT ice of t he TP.nna K""mah, an~ t h e n ml" rry ; but. if 

7ou c~n no t w~ it, R. JudPh a~~ •• mRrry tir ~t , rn~ then atudy the 

To rrh~57 "F1r~t ~tu~y youraelf 1 ~ nd t hen let your aon a~url~ , b~t . 
(ib i d ' 

ad~ ~ H. Judah, if your eon i z eapGci,,lly b right le t h im 3tudy f irat 

. -
.,~·· ·~'\ .... lllft .. a. "~ ;.~ ..... . 
..... ,.. :\... ""'"' .. , 0 ...... .a .... ,,.., 
•tW *"'l" G••e.,. .,,a. ...... ~ .... .. 

• ,g• .... "'"a. ••.•• ., ..... . . er , b . :rnz ir 49b 

1 52. b. lieda t~m ·19b : - •''P• ~• ~»'"' a-..." "~'"" ....... ~'·~· •., 
" y Aboth R. iJ-.fian C11. 11 (l•t Yereion ) whol'" the i c entice l 

zr y'ing 13 a acriberl to R. Jo ae 

53. b. Peaachim ll 4a :-
·.~~~ ~~· ' .,..~'ta& •tyt6-C •=-.~ :\'\Ul' '~'W'& ..... ).IAP ·~-, ""'° IU" '~ '\a. n~'t '"" : 1~ 'P'"' 1~'9 aa•t f't1An.A1 f''"" .,ta'A ,.._, 

: 1 """.., .. ,. ,..... '"'·-·· ,.. ..... ,, "''"• 
c!. b • . Bera choth 35b ;b . J omE' 1 Oa 



> 

34 
R. Ju~ah d119gree1 with the other Rabbi• on the •ue•tton of wbo 

~ ..., if .4.Y . U;,'&/ 
ehoul~ preoede ea. th• qu~n ot redefllntng. The other Rebbl• -

ot the opinion thet the father should preoe~ •• a. Judfth thllt the 

10~ lho\lld come t1ret beoPuee it i• the duty ot the trther to re• 

~•e~ hie aon. 58 R. Jwinh ineiste~ on being preoi•• Pn~ exact in 

lePrning necP. u1e of the d"nge r ot going netrPy.59 He "'99 ot the 

opinion, too, t hPt it B' mAn ~ i e9 an~ , h~ s not tPught his son Toftlh, 

hio son wi~ l be toroe~ t o otudy from other• an' Rl'.riYe at hie co•l/ 

through flettery. 60 

• 
Who i s the person to whom one cPn give the nrlJ'le ''', 

Te.-che r! is e que1tion r Pited by the Re.boie. 1• 1• he who has 

taught one Torah or who hP9 taught one at the •ery beginningt R. 

Meir 1Pya it retere to him who te~che• one wiedom rnd not 1cr1ptu1'9 

R. Joie ePy1 Mi1hnahe ~hile R. JudAh b. llAi 1e of the opinion 

th"t it 11 he from whpm one h~s recived mo!t ot h1n l~nrning.61 

54. ~. Chul!1n 84b:-
(p1.112: 5) ._.. ... ·•• ·n ,..-. ,.. r1•t •mr.;., ~....,• l'lt ~,.. I''""" ~~·va -.• ·•·~ 

"''"~ "'".,'' • .," C,~JC· ... ~ .. -...~ .. a. •• .,~, .,.) .. ~· ... ., ... I''" ••IL ~·· ., .,._ .,_,.,, ,..,~, ,,,,_.,. ,~-»'• '" .,,.. ---~ ,,•-»"'' ..,.,, ... , ,,. • . .., n1J• 
'G.,V',, ,,,,,. ., ... ., '"~ •1C,A IUtll I• J'''>A /•.., ,., ., ,.., 

cf. Gen. r. to ch. 20:10 
Ii _!rl• 41>• ,., ... ~.o., ,,.. ,~ ... ,,.,,A ,......... .,,_ ·~ .... " 

(eat in flt coor"ll!nce with your income ) ~·A• •• ~-. .,. • ., .... / -t.,... 
(clothe youree!t with le99 th.An your incoille) ~· .. """ · 

: · ~• (live eboTe your income) 

;5. BrnWlschweiger, p.103 

;6. b. Koed KA ton 21a; Ebel r. ob. 10 

;\"\\"' ,.,s1~..,'fj·j_,~95~r~1~.6~l_,~,;..- ~._ ... 1\WI. 9''9'''tl 1"\eA -,ea't\ 
: :\., '"' "'"'" i• '\ •' • .,,. aw~ n•• wit~ ~· ,., '9 t•• r• •a ., ... 

ct. b. Kidd 29b; Aboth R. Nathan qh. 26 

, 8 . be X14~. 29b ~ .. .. .. .. 
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The be•t atuden,, R. 11ldah •Y•• 11 'o l»e ooapn.Nd tio a .,. ... • ~ 

which 1uo~1 ln eTery,hing, th• next be• t etuden' 'o oak\81 whlcth 

sucks in only that which it nee~162 ; be r!10 oomJ)'lree him who 

1tudi•• in hi• youth to one 1tud7ing in old ~ge.63 Hi• l'Ule~or 
1tudy, too, are int•r••ting.64 

R • .Tudeh tel t thltt hie generrtton Wf' s t,.,r le1~b•e~ant 

thAn the preceding ones. He therefore bemoans the tact that th• 

1tudy ot the law no longer had the plBce of importPnce tlmt it 

hA~ in previou1 generations.65 

u1e~ to bring their fruit in by 

~n previou1 gane~tion the people 
u., ~ 1u ..... 1~<A 

way of the kitchen gPrrlen (i.e. _, 
in-fu~1 ytew ta. ~Gne) but in his ti.Ille, he oomplAine, the 

t~uite 8re brouRht in over root• and through oourt1 enrl enclo• 

eure1 in order to e 1cepe· paying the t i the. 66 

59• Abolh I~. l.J 
: r.F ,._..,,"~ "AW• 

60. er. b. B. M, 33b:-
1·~J" •°'"'M°" ...... JL .. I ,~ ft•1n1 Aft• a"\• _,..IJl e~t,a ,-. 1'"'\lft' ,~, 

: •l~h 11••~(•'.l "''" ... ,~.,.., n'\t-"' """'"' 1'•• 
. 61. Tos. B. M· 2,Jo:-

' 4t ,_A,, W l'f t t It \>' J f ,At ,U)I a 
.,.,,. """~. , ,.,"'"• ,~ .. ,. .. , n'\tA ,.,.,,.,., 1 ~-,. .,,. ttt••• ' •~l" ,,._ ... ., '~" ~"' n•urt ,,~ .. ., ·~~ ... ,., .... " • ., 

I l..A••h~ IJ'J' '\•a4'., t,,a "\.,t. '01' •-, fol"':t t,tn\.A ~ • .,: ... ':.~ 
or. b, B. M· 31e 

62. Sifre to leut, 11:22 (pn.r. 48) 
.,. "~"' J\& A••o ,..,.., .t.•••" ~~,, :r•• en>., , • ...,~ ., .. ,. ,,,tn• '> 

: l.a't rail A•IO 11•.- , .. '1 ~ .,,, ... 

ot. Aboth n. ~ethan ch ,40 where the sPJne i~eR 11 faun~ enony
~oualy. ot.,too, Pirie Aboth Y.}8 where it i1 al10 toun~ 
Anonymously 
.l1•0' ft•.1t """'"•" 19•9"1 .4t90 ,C'h>lt '19., a•~•1•a. "''," >J~"· 

.,,., \>" ~It .a... . .. .., 
63. Aboth R. NathaJ! let Ver,1o~ ~h·Ji!~ (3o6} the B"=e 11 

found in shortened fo nn but aacr beo nn a~JDaliel. 
Al>gth R. Nathan (2nd Version} ch.3). P·!5••b:• 

I" ·~ \A'' . lf'f C.•tJ't "\ •a.ltlt IA II r'~ I' 'ti.A ,.., .. A ~ftl• :\ °''"' 'a" 
"\•:. tt't IAt.,,ua, :1'\l.A ,,.,.,,., "''• ,.. 1.l 1't4'•• 'ltt ~,) Attt II .. ltfltf 

: f\
1

~ • ., '"" ·~ :.~··· 1'9' ., .. . oAltt ..... ,.. •a. ....... ,,,, ... " .. 
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Who 11 the tit ,ereon to be the reft~e~tor the aongl'9gf'• 

tion' R. Jud&h ,.., .. Tery 1tl'iot 1n the ohoioe ot one tol' auah an 

impo~tant ~uty. He mu•t hllTe m&ny chil~ren, tultllling the tir•t 

po1itiTe o011111and.ment in the Bible, he must haTe no property an~ 

do toil1ome work in the tleld1. Kol'eoT•r• he must hAY• no pro• 

Ti1ion1 1n the hou .. and hit youth mu1t ha•• been AboTe reproech. 

ile-mu1t be willing to t Ake pe1D1 anrl must be beloTed by the 

people. he mu1t haTe a 1weet Toiae nnd must be expe~t in reeding 

the !ol'Rh, prophet•• and writings, eleo in the 1tudy ot Mldr~•h, 

H~l~ohlt nnd Aggada; Rnde tinelly he mu~t be expert in All the 

bel 11ing1. 67 

64. Sifre to Deqt. 32:2 (306):-
~"c.1• •'"'"'"' •• .,.,. l'"'"' .,., .. OJI.> • .,, o'tt.,-\ ""''• ·~ "'" "•" 

• t, • f'" t '"J" '»~tt > a.,,., ._,,. '"~"" "'"" a,a ., • ., ~,. 1•• •"" ,.,_,. -, 
• ....... ., ''"' • .,., ·1•> •t;i ,., ,,. ~.,· '" CJ·~~ .. ... '" ,.,,o •\ '"'>" ~ •. , . .,> .~ .... \• ,.,.,,. ,.., ··~ ,. • ._. . .,." •• .,,., 

( •• ,. ,, ... 0 "' "' ,.. t\\" -• ,..,, • ._ .... ..,.,.., o•Jc.,:. a 11• c,e. C,• ,.,.,.., a••·w~ • ..,. 
0 ''9 ·~- ~· - LL ...... "' • ., .. • ,~ a:.~ o • ., .. ._, •·~~ .,JJ •• ,,,. 1.,-,.i' 

•t:r l' .,- . ,,.,,, &"• ~,?. ·~" ,., ,, Qft>•.I' lt't4' .,2 "'''"' ... ~ ... ~ .,., .. 
4 \? • •'°'·~~~ t :'&''"" 1'9)1• JC ..... ¥~· ~ Al~ .. ".a. ....... ,'!.-. ~ ·~"4, 
ta••••""' • "''" a•r ,. ' o·~·-- '? p.•, "' '""" o• -1'~" .... .a•• 

~ ;a.•1 ...... :111•1 ""'" • .,~,:., ., ••• ''" 1.> ·~·· 

65. l?. Ber,.ohoth 35b:• .• ,..,. ·~"" l"ft" ·~, ""• :un ~~._a,"~' '"& 
""""', av•••":t ""'"".> Jt.,• ".,, "~ (ehould be ,,,, •• ·~,. •••") 

1~•r".1 ltl It 'IC"JJ 1·~·""'' ~~l l''"'A e•P ••1•Jt.,1' ""'" o•1nl'~9' 
"" '" ,,. ··~ f.A" ~· .-~=- /"_, ....... ,... ·~·.,,_"., "'"''., f' ~ ' ; r''1 tn••,\A.I 

66. b. Bentohoth 35b:• 
,, .,.,, "~ 'Jl}t'tll ·~'~ ~"''"' ·~' •• .., " '""'' •• , , •• """ ,. '~ l'~' .,,,. , 

\"'"'"'" \'•'".>" l'•"' ,..,.,,n "''', D•.lh~•., ·""" •• , •• ,., An"> a\.., 
\''"' \"'"''''' r··,~~ ... ,., •• " Ant"\ W.)lltt~ I"""'- .,,, r"• n.,. ,, .. 

: ! ".,,...," ., ... ., "' ••• ., f ''"' "" • .,.... 1 ~, "'''" 
67. b. T•Anith 16A:• 

'J4>., \'''''" I''" •~"' \l' a• •••. '''ya C\k 
$'f , .. ru .. / ,., ,,.,. 1'"'\ "' • '11..' .,,~., '" t•A 

n-.,..A~ '"" ,.,. t' ~., ''"" 
"'""" .... .... I\')""" 



ln •Pit• ot the fAot, thP.t R. JudAh .... 80 inWNfted ll 
the 1tudy ot the l aw, hie h•~rt ... •till ••n•iti•• to the 3079 

end 1orro•• ot hum .. nity. Regardless of how important he oon•idl'el't 

the study ot the law he yet woul~ interrupt hi1 atudy in ol'der to 

• teke prrt in A tuner~168 or wed~ing ceremony.69 · He consider•~ 

the~e important enough to interrupt bi• •tudy. in which hi• Tery 

lite WPS Wl"Apped. To re9~eot one'1 fAther is more inc\mbent upon 

.one tbeJl'to .re11peot an age~ man7l; end he who ttoee not tee.ch hi• ion 

a protee1ion teeohes him ronbery.7l Here R. Judah em~hP ~ izea the 

practical Aapeot of .lite; thnt not only 1hould A rather terch hie 

eon Tor~h, but A profe91ion, too . 

R. Jud11h la7 ~ewn quite a number ot religious prAotioe1. 

ior exfU!lple, one who was born blind doea not hAve to spread ~ cloek 

ct, 

70. Gen. r, oh,94:• 
~ l.l'i' t "'\ t~a b "\A.. \'~· "\I~~& .... ~··- \•ti' ••, 

• 71. b. Ki4"uthin 29!:• ,.,.~., -..> ~'"" '"en• 'a' 
, ~1 ._0 ,., t~ """ .AlllUll II~ "'- ...... a 

Tos, Ki4fu!bii·l;41 
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over his hea d in reotting the Bhema72. In another inetenoe the 

TAnAh KPmP ~reearlbee wh~t pt>Pyer ie to be recite~ on TPrloue ooca-

1ion1, euch Pl • ••ein~ 9 plsoe where mil"f'olee hA•e been perto1'199' 1 
J 

or R pla ce whence ldol~tl"Y ha~ been uprooted, or on ... in« moun• 

t s ine , hill•, rivers eto., when R. Ju4ah interrupt• to SPY tbllt one 

ehould recite 8 ble1aing on eeeing the great •ea.73. In order to 

welcome the teativPl with real j oy one ehoul~ not eRt after Mlnohah 

on de.ye before •bbath• ~nd teetiTa l•• 74 Though he him!!telt wa 1 al• 

mo ! t an a•oetio in hie mode ot living, R. Ju~ah declared it to be a 

duty on the pa rt of the head of a f ruri ily to bring joy into th~eart$ 

of t he member• ot hi• fDJDily on the Peaach teatival by giving hi• 

grown •one wine, the grown t....ie member1 neet thing• enc1 th• 

young children nut• and what•••r el ee waa tit t or them.7S Th• c1 uty 

ot c1r1nking ~up1 ot wine 19 not i no1.m1bent on children, who __..,...,, 

1hould be ~ i••n roaet corn ~nd nuts in order to keep them from 

t~lling Releep,76 

72. Jli1efilla 4!!:• "''"'"" .... , .. .,. ~.) ~"'" "., .. ,. •, ot. Toa. IZ_Ll_11 (3J__8 : JH•., Vt 0 ,19 •·· • ,.,. ... 
- - '{)_ . ..-rti 

73. lh B!rncboth 24b:- -- ~M\.~ 
~n~tt o•"' ~• .... ,.., 1•~~ '••• "'"A" ••4' "'" aa.-.n ""'" ".,,,., •, 

74. b, Peeaohip 99b:• 
L l • a'> et "J', "';f;~ .,. .,,. ~,\• """"" J" o•~•'O Cl''-'• ""•~~_, ·~,..,. ~ O," "7 .> - '- .. 

1._'"' ,,,., ,.,., • • · ~"' ~..,,,.., ·~, • .,.~, "''""'~ "'""> ..Aa•._ e1_,,.., ,,.> ~ 
~WA" a•~\IO a•~•t -A•A~w ·~",-.a, D,IL .,,.,.. 1'e, avAn I•••• r'"~* .,_-

• o•• •.., ~.,,I\, '" . .,~, •••~r.t••> "'~" o.u • .,- ,,., ~""'"" • A,,_.., ; ,.,"A• ~~ 1., .. ,, •uuc .,.,, • 
. See a l10 J. Peptobim 99b ; Toi. BerPchoth 5.1 

75• J • hpohUD lZP :- .,A 

'

"t\W" I\" II. .. ,...,~ ,.,.,_ 4'C' IA•JC .1\1. ,_..,. 'J .,. C lft 1..,9 
.. ~" ~ a., .. " ' r..,...... a •.tO.> I'":> ,.... ··~.,a, •. .,, ,,,,"' 4'"\tlt• ., . , .. a. 

~ t,,.,, ru.ut· I'"'' f"., 
See alao b, Pef!Ohillt 109e; To s . Pee" ch&m 10,4 : 

76 . b. Pe111toh1m 108b:-
a·"1J "'""' Q ' .&l.111. ,"A t"'9:1 Al•~ ",.~,·~ r~"ft .. ~ft 1111.'\ ""' 
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'l'he TslT'lud1ei-~111&lmi 11nd To•ett!t P eo1'1be tl~• Ruthor•hip ot 

the three pr"y•r• to be reo1tet1 by eTery Jn dsll~r Tis. • •that 

thou hA et not 01'eated me a non-Jew. that thou ha 11; not ore" ted me 

an ignoram~•·· and •that thou hsst not oreated me a woman• to ft. 

Judah b. lla1.77 The Babylonian Talmud, howeTer, namea R. Meir 

the aathor. 78 

R • .TU~8h 'b. llai lived to a high ol~ ege. Hie lite wee one 

of bteeeing .-n,. loTe; hi• passing wr s mourne,, by !I la1'ge number ot· 

pupil• and dieo·ipl••· A• tar •• we know he hEtd t1ro 1on11 one ot 

whom died in hie lite t1me79 en'1 the other. Jose l> • .Jul1nh9 gPined 

prominenoe mainly through hie ae•ociation with .Judleh Hana.et. 80 R. 

Jud&h, like his fttther R. llA.1, ns buried in Entt1tine. 8l 

Jt t,I r' ~ .At f"~I, .,, .l''t)ltlA e" h 1 .:>I I'"\ h'' 1 ~' 'n Ill. -'\I t f.l'J\ "''" t 

= , ... ..,., '"''! ..... ,.> "'a."~~ r,.,,., .,, . .,r ,i',, "'""• 
R. Judllh' • •lew prob,,bly c&me from hie teA che,r R. Akiba tor: 

~~,,.~ V'IC' U•~IJ rtlt}tt -"''"' ,~~It at'"• ·~·t_.a ·~11 .__.. 1•"; ,,.,,. / 
e : ·~···• "., .• \., .~, "•'ta 

77• l• Btracbot.b 13b:• 
~-- '1'~~ ••• 'ta~ ~htit ..,. 1·~• •'"'~"' .,. • .,. ..,"''' """" •. ·~, .,,"' 

"\•a. •1tL-,a &W ,.-.:.. ,c,.U l'IL~ ••U.4' e,~ ••~ 0 'I.An ,.,.., '14' "~*>' 
.,.,,.,._.. .,,,. "" .. " ,.._,, r•• ..... ~ •"• l'"'a. · "•"' .,. "'•.a. r•., 
!n Toe. »eraohoth 7(6),18 the prayer regard.in,g woman i• men• 
tioned eecond . 

78. b, Meneohoth 43~;-
.-. Qt.• .. a.a °"'~'-. •&.• ,,~ .. D.,. ~"A ~ttlA "''"' ·~~ ;a•ta .. ,VJ\ --

: : ~·~ •l•J' ... ., :. • A " Jll•)I ... ., ..... , ... ~ .... ., I" 
79. Moe~ Ket~n 21A:• 

'u• •a,aC.• ~ ~ ... ,_.. .._, .,. u~ "'"' n•I' n J•J.1'1 •" ".> 

80 , Frankel, z,: ,,.,_,o ·~.,., p.198; ~W• r>or Il,p .• 187 

81. Se~er Ha~o~oth p.168 



R. JudA.h 'tn's doubtl•e~ly the greateet Ag~diet ot hi• tille, 

judging both from the va1t number ot hit Aggadoth nnd aleo trom 

their intrln1io meo.ning. Th.e golden met1n,which, n.a h&e ~een shown 

before, characterized him, i~ found : too, in hi• Aggadio work. 

Hi•po~ion laJ between the extreme Cha.1eidieta (')and the equally 

extreme rationaliata.1 Thus he ie of t he opinion, contrPry to that 

ot h11 predeoe11ore R. Jlliezer an" R. Joshua that the raieing of 

the dend as found in Ezekiel 37 ie merely· a picture ot the rebirth 

of the Jewieh people ttnd etate. 2 In quite e drSJrJf!tio ~ mannea-J R. 

Judflth explain11 how in the fu.ture world God will t nke the evil in• 

olin~tion ( "~"~••)an~ el8ughter it before both righteoue and 

the wicked. To the righteoue it will epneRr like a ~re~t hill, to 

the wicked like " hRir. Both the righteoua ~nd the wick•~ will 

weep, the fomer eeying, how• cnn we O'lfercome :..uch fl hill, the _,/ -latter, how is it we eoul.rl not conquer suoh n hnir eto.3 The ten 

comm&ndment1 were written on. two t 1"bleta of etone, five on one t ab• 

l~t an" five on the other.4 Thie optnion wa ~ offered by the Alex· 

s ndrians. That R. JudRh tried to be rea sonable tts possible in hi• 

1. Real EpoYclopnd.1,t p.459 

2. b. Sanh. 92b re1terring to Rs. 37:• 
•1~ 1 ,'\ '•'\ &,Vlt -'\hll '\ttl& ;\°'11'1 ·~' 

3. b. 89J5kah 52f :• 
•'-I\ •• , . ~"'" ""''" 1'"'~ ..,,, t t' l'IL• ~tt k ~., ~ • .._.. ;\"\ U\ I t~'\ ..,.._,,~ 
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inter~retationa ia ahown by the tact that he believed th~t that 

psrt of the Penteteuoh which re~atea ot •oaea• ~eath W8e not writ• . 
ten by Moaea him1elt •; R. Simon Mid, however, that 1"01e1 d i~ 

write that portion, but with tear1 in hi• •Y•••(lb.) R. Jud~h wa1 

also oppo••4 to combining the Penteteuoh with the booka ot the 

Bible.6 Thia may be taken as a atep ~gninat Chriatianity which 

eou.ght to oombin~ theira.7 ~. was ot the opinion~ too, that the 

eun and moon, after ainlcing into the hor1aon 1 remain in a great 

airle1a apace.a 

R. Judah devi~ed the yeer into six part• -

{l) Months ot Ti1hl'i (Oat.) end Che•hvan (Nov.) sowing 

(2) • • Kialev (Dec.) and Tebeth (,an • . ) winter 

(3) .. " Shebatl (~eb.) and Adr:tr (llRr.) cold 

(4) " " Ni•nn (Apr.) and IyRr (May) h~rveet 

(') .. " Biven (June) and Tamuz (July) eummer 

(~) • • Ab (Aug.) an~ Elul (Sept.) heat.9 

• ln hia AggA dio te~ ohinge R. Ju~Ah otten u•e~ the method of 

aign1 ( •''"'• ).10 An example .of this ie the ten plegues of 

Egypt written in the Peaa·ch HaggadAh a.a ~ 'f, JC~ ..l''"'r ,."" .11 

4. Real Enoyolope~1e p.459 

; • b. B • B. l 5A. : -
lt4Wtt .~ "'"''' ~"' ~• ""'"' .,.,., ,.,.JC 'n .,~,. ;.wb a• "'" '1 

"''""" 
··~· t\'\;\I ·~ .,~ ... ,. •• .-. ~"\~ l"'IC.t ,~ft :t•l'I ~J\.> ,., .,,. Jl\• 

6. b. B. B. 13b 
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The, grer t quantity ot contr0Tereie1 in wl ioh R. Jud,~h wa1 

interested, e1pecla.lly with ~ehem)'A.,m~rke hlm " ~' one ot the gree• 

te1t Aggadi1te ot the TanRitic period. Like R. Bliezer b. HyrkanU8 

Pn~ R. Jo~hu,. b. Cha~ in pre-ile.drianic tlmen, 'o R. Judah b. 
a 

Ile 1 and R. Nehemya were in l')Olt•Hadrie.nic timeil/"Controveraieten• 

panr". '!'heir Agga~ic 1nterpretat1on9 f!.nd vario~ls views are found 

io all ot th• Kidra.i. lite~ture, richer in quality and quantity ,. 
even than those ot R. •11ezer f'nd R. Jo1hua. PF11rt ot their contro• 

vereiea are toun" in the Tana1_,{1c Midra~h worktl, the Mechi1ta and 

Sitra as well ns the Toaetta e.n" Baraitha1 ot tllle Talmud, but par• 

tic11larly are they numerou1 in Genesi1 Rabbe.. lire cn.n be quite cer• 

tain, eay1 Bat1her12 that the Judah and Neheinya m1entioned are the 

pupils of Akiba. although much about which they spoke occured in 

later time1. The controver1ie1 go through the 11n tire Bible, but 

more than half ot them are concemed with the ba1oka of Geneaia and 

l!!xo dua .13 

Sevenl exPmplea ot their controversies e.re herewith g iven: 

(a) R. Ju~,.h 1n y3 the worl" we.a creet11d in six deye; R. 

Nehemye apye in o~e14 

7. Real Enoyolope"i' p.459 

a. Lev. r, ch.6 

9. Rea l Enoyolopedie p.460 

10. Bl"8.pn1chweis~r p.106 
a • .,,, ....... . 1'!''"' °' ._., •~~"' 

Breun1ohw~&fer p .106 ~ "•-' _,,,_ i-'•, •. ,.,,, tliimn ••., 
nother 11 found in l's.!•• Mensch 11,4:• 

,." • , •, r ~~"' •.., ~"••· • ·, 

11. 

12. Bacher, A,7., II. p.225 

13. Ib1r1, p.228 
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(~) a. Ju~Bh l~Y• li~t wa1 o .. 8ted tlret; R. Behem,. 

1Py1 th• eet'l~1 flret oreate4.1(f 

(o) A1 to the nter~g a the eerth.~6 
(4) Aa to the yettr of' the flood. Sbllll it be counted ln 

nU111ber of yeantl 7 

,.,. • 211 

(•) A1 to Sfll'ah • (Gttn. 17:16)18
7 

(f) At to tbe 1nterp1~tation. of G•• 24:11.9 

(s) A• to Jaoob' 1 bltndne19.20 

(h) Aa to Mo1e1 who clnce WP e oall•• ... ,,,. , enother time 

(1) At to tho 11ate 01' the book of Eoha. R. Judah MY• in 

the d A · 1 ot J ehoY"kim, R. Behmnya i s ot the opinion thqt it took 

-plP oe a fter the deetruotion ot the Temple. ~22 

(j) A1 to throwing lots 1n redeeming ot t6r1t born, to 

decide whether the father i• to pay ti•• •la11D or not. R. Judah -
aAi~ thPt Ko1e• took two hun~red an~.•e•enty three b~llots and 

wrote on them •L••i• L••i•. On en eqWtl number ot bftllote he wrote 

•ti•• 1elA.tm•. He then •hook 1~hem up in a .1a.r. The f8thor ot the 

14 • .ianobwpA B, •••·~:-
a:a .. Y6" ... ~J Q'b' .A••" '"'a ;,.,, ... . ., . rr""f\ "'tt"' ·~,, "•"ft' ·~ 

;,°"'~" ·~~· . l\.,lft' •-. a.w MW•v ""tft .,~ 'ft't Dl'I Ill' C,:. :'\W.,,.":l ~·.l'.a• 
~·A->,... '"~ n~•n• ·~., a,•• ..... ,. "--> JL'\~.I I"'"'""'~ a•·~ ""'A 

• 
1
-"•' ... a. "'.>"~ '=l .. "~• • ( 1~ •f'•l) a\•1 •" '-> .. ..,. .. ~ 

l'*lt l''" (Gen. 1.24) r ~;, '"'"' a•,..,• "'"°''' ;,•9'-..a ·~" -,.., 
: ~·•11"'~ , ... ,,. .A'IU'jl'\~ll rut ft•~ 4'~~ .... 1.•t.A 

account in J!..eth Talmud vol. 5, p.77. In G,n. r. 
1• o longer l!lOcount ot th1• oontro•ersy. n 

l!!!;!~~i.f!~~~~~""'tii' ... ;~i!-:.i• Jo .. b. ChAlafto A1ree3 with Ne• 
u a t the world WfllB oreeted in one dfty. 

TAlm~d l.130 the sPme story but different n~mee 
111re 

15. Gen. E• oh3:-

~ ~ ~"' ,~ .. .., ._.,.. . ~'-""' "•"~' i' "•• ;-. "'"~ """'" • · ~ . n .""' '" • •, 
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f 1ret born then put bl• hand into the ana an~ drew out a ballot. 

It' he took out one on which wn.s written •Le"li1 Le•t•, then he wa• 

exempt from peying the f1Te 1elsim; it, howe"ler, he drew out one on 

which was written •tiTe 1els111J• 1 then he had to pay that . ..,unt. 

R. Hehemya,1 howeYer, objeotef1. He •id th&t a qw-rl"el may e,riH it 

a m!ln drew one with the •tiTe eelRim• an~ claimed thnt there were 

no bellote ,;ti1ch e~empted p!l.yment • He ne of the opinion that 

Moeee took a number equal to the . ,., 1a. • 

_,.a-.•t, fO.l•f -1\l"U "i''.,"°':W .. ~ .,., t,p- a1r" 1"111/t " n•nt ,.._~ -"'"a,\ 

a\'>'" ~· , • ..,, . ;.C,1\.1 ~-~~" :1'tUt•"I li.. a•or.,,,~ .-~•t ~ •. , 1•:t 
: 1•0.1•' "' ...... .:a. ~ .... ,... ,. ..... i"J!\• ,..,..,., ...... ,.,.,""' • .,a,a 

16 . Gen. r. to 2.6:· 
''"" 1'"'\tn• ·~.. ,."..,, n'ltl\J ·~'' n•ui't• • .., • ''"''..., r.,ll .. ""''" ,.,., 

;\'~ ,., .. ., l\"al~ r"'• ~ ... ~·hftJ ·~ ....... ,.f) .., ...... "., • .,., . 01'>•.1 ,..,n:. 

r ... •t """' c '""' '"'•' .. ~4. """" l •tt..A ,.._.> .".,. , .. !\,, ·~r· ~~_, .. ., , •w '",, All.. ,.,..._, ..,ffft ~··.., ,'II.A Mt& 

17. G1n, r. ch,32:• 

a,•a , t''\'tft '" L .. IL • i1"11,... :WJ .... ~·~":. .A4'fl '.\hl1' • ., • ,, •• ,,, .. ·~~· ... ,,;, • .., 

: AIJI._*~ ~· Al'ft,.Aa, Jl"A .,.,.,. fl Mt f" at\t}I 1"IJ'ltlfl ,, c,~ , .. ,•, 

18. Gen' r. oh. 4 7 : • .., ;, J" , 
·.A~"'"CW """' •• ., .J .,. •• ., . !it.~-,~· ,~ l • ". """'' -~· """" '"'~'~' •°' ,., ~"'" ~». ·~\ :.•tu" •., 't"a ,MAii °"~ ... ~Ii ;, .A.)'~' ·1a :ti.I f.A•ft ~"la 

: .,~ '"P' •tt•'t rt~l" 1u•f11n• .,.,..," 't" ""V'~ "" l""'JI ,A:u -lo'-"~ 

A • 11111 a. r oon t roYe rey or the two men i e t o\md. in Gen. r. ch. 53 
(to 21:1); al•o in zeeikta r. ch. 42 (lZZe.} 

19· Gen, r. ch.i9:• 
. :e~r" ,., 1~• ·u•• , .. , . :\'"""' . ~--, ,.,,. • ~ : ..,~~ o "''~· J\• 1--.i. ,., , 
G~'\~1' A1' l'-. 'i'I 11'>• • ~~'\~ ~.a ~I,,_.> f'k l"" .,., ~·.t. 'l'>' ,•., ..,., .. 

: \f!,.» ~.> ·~ ... '"'" l'sll' \.a:L 
Read ;.,,.,,tor I"'' (Weis , p.238, N.2) 

In • Kid~ ; , B. B. lfi»•..Jtid 14la where the 
oun except thnt • r is eubetituted for 



An ti the _.. D\lllber on whloh na written ••JI\• "'"'"• 

•~me prooeduzire Ra deaorlbe~ aboTe took plAoe Pnd 'be one who ooante 

the ballot• lfllt' 1 it one drew one wi t.h •• ,..,. •,, , then there 1• an• 

other on whioh 1• writ.ten •a\ f.& , but lt. n.• not. de ... ~ pl'Oper 

thPt 7011 ahould recei•• it. ;23 A ailllltu• aontroTeray took plllce 

between Jutt-ui anf! lilebemya in ohoo•ln1 ot t.he HTent7 elders ordered 

by God in Num. 11:16. Aooording to JudRh eeventy bflllota bAd the 

21. •• lgta 12)t· ,,. Bx. 2 :6) :• 
14'.A '\)'.I •'9 "i'' -,'t• t'\'r, '"'\' . :t~ '>'' n1:.1 ""'" "'" t1U,At ft~->"'1 

, all n•ttftJ ·~" ,., , ..... n··u,,• · ~~ .,~, ..,.,.,> •'-'~• ""'>' ken :t••., '"•,>tr.!~~ •'"'>'" J\91.A fttll ,., 1'4'..,.,..., "'""• • .,. ••n ..,>12.. IJ · ~"' 
,.,, .. Jl 1 .,,, ! #.J\'ttft&, iUtJl Jr'> ... ., --

8AJD• in Ex, r. oh.1 to Ex. 2:6 

22 . .. -
•.>I "°' .,.~ ~""•~-.. -•. ··.,.,, •l" ' :a. .,,.J ••'> • .Af.l'f .A't •.\tt .,.,.,., "'-••• 

' "''~" 1~'"' '.J,..,. .. .,,, ..... .,,.,, .• ,., •. "''.,' Jl ... "' ... .,,. ... .,,,. 1·>•.a. 
IJl,.Af) " ;\ • ""-.. ~ ~~. " :.•Jt 

See Pl•o J. 8Anh. 190 

,.-a~ .,> .,,,9 ... ., ) 
Ql' '~'~ 'l'A '""I 
IUrt_, D;-~ D''"" 



word \t&writ.t.en on them, ~nd two were blank. Aoaol'•U.ng 

mye.h eeventy two were written on and two were blank.24 . 

(k) The queetion ari•ee, how did the eAl't'b BWl!lllow up tlle · 

wioke~ people RB deeoribed in Num. 16:32' R. Judah ~id that the~ 

earth WP• opene~ by many and the people were llWfllloweA. R. N~ 
~ ,f 

WAI ot the opinion thRt the earth became tunnel 8haped• and t.bey 

were awallowed,I' 

I have given only e. tew or the many Aggadio oontro•ereie• 

between theae two men. It i• maniteetly impoaei ble to gi••, in a 

paper ot this kind, e.11 ot thmn. But from these tew it oen reedily 

be .. en what keen minde both of theae men muet ha~e poeaesaed, ea• 

pecially a. Judah who•e cl ear thinking ie at once plain and con• 

vinoing. ~ full diaouaeion of the oontroveraiee of R. Judah and 

R. Hehemy~ m~y be found in Bacher'• •Aggad~ der Tannaiten•, pp.225• 

275 and •ae1ehrten der Tradition•, pp.23·30 by the eeme author. 

R. 3ud~h'e AggAdic work is so TASt that it i• quite im• 

possible to ooneider it all. All. that osn be done i• to ehooee 

only a few of the1e Aggtt.doth that ere most ehamoterietio of the 

man. We oan ju~ge hio importance en~ the beauty of hie eharaoter 
I 

by eXflDlining part ot hie Aggadio work. 

25. Tanohume B, Appen~ix •:-
1',_.., I' .l't'lt ~ -, ., •• "°''"' • L, , '1.AI ,..,~<I\ I ~"I) .1'1'. f"ll•, llA~I 

( .. 't9l~) ..!:> ..=. .:.,_-, \' ~ "t ft ... ._, :" "'" i't J\ f'.9» ~ > 1l ., "A9.I ' t ~·" ~A• .A' ~ V\~ • .., " ' i1•f\l'.a • .., ,., "'"" (Deut. 11 : 0 ( '»-.'-' •) 
~--\'~ \l''\\f') .AK la.'ftt ,., ..,.., •. 11.ll DAf11' \31~1 ,.,,, .AJ( 

,, lft" 1~1'& Ii .;)I ,~ti b ::> r ") l(n .Al"' J'l,"11 Jl\" ( f, • ..,., t )( f > ,:'I) 
~ lb)l .. ., •• , Jql '"'~Aft "'" "'"' """' .... I" f) ,"" 

See d•o #'AlkU:,t to Nwn. 11 :32 (752} _and Np. r. ch.18 

26. Sitra to Lev. 3,1 (lJal:• 
Q t C,"' )C •.lot\ D•hC.,"1 X •' h ;\ .. \~ .... ._I• 

"" n• .. ;,-,9;\1 '~"" • taa.' \' Cl'""., I\~ I' ••I 



4'1 
'lhioh lftOritlo•• bring pePoe ln the worldt •ot onl1 th• 

pelloe offerings themNt•••• MY• Jw!ah, but all th• 1&o•itloe1 tend 

to bring it about26, R. Jad,,h 411ou1 ~ee, too, qu jLt• 1ntere1tln~ly 

the re1Rtion8h1p exiatlng between Ood And l1rael. The teraelit••• 

he aay1, O'lD be oon114ered e 1 children ot God onl~r when the:, oonduot 

them1•l••• e1 iuoh.27 Mo1t ot th• Rabbl1, 1noludln& R, Mei•• how

eTer, oon1ider l1nel Al God' 1 child regardle•• oj~ hie Aot1on1.28 

ETen e 1 e f ll' ther tt1ke1 Of' re ot hie children 10 ~o«t1 God •toh oon• 

etf'ntly o••r hie J»•OJ»le. He took larael in hie flt!'llll (Hos. 11 :3) 

proteotec! him trom the bl-.zing sun (P1. lOS:39), jred him when he 

w ,:1 1 b ut. :r y (lbc. 16:4) pTe him to drink when h• wtte thir1ty (Pe. 78 

: 16 )29 Goe! appee \'I to lira.el in •artou1 toms, when fighting tor 

h11 ohoeen people, Be 11 a man of war,30 

..A• "._~• . :\,'"'"' """ ""''~.,., I'""' a •n&,w • .,., .a, ,.,,. a~,,.., " ~'\.. "~ •>-" .J'A .At~," rJ ft ' • a. h c,.., rt I" " -.~ Jl •I\ 41 :t.,M., 
..t.at '\t>~i' J\Jt .l'I~"" 1•Jh I •~~,.JI "'\.,,~ tt•~ tt•1"., ,...,~ .... .AJt 

... ..All• '\l~~1' .AX. ~a,~C .f\091' .AAI "tWJtni' 
f\601' Al.I '\ •Jt9' n 

-..,~I~ ""'".,"' o~ae ~IL._f\ -"''''°' J'Jftl "'°"'°I)' ,.~~ /l'Xt11 

-;--, "~., ;, I ,.. " I ..A lft.19' i\ I ""' O\,al ,, .AJl "''~"'., I'"" I • n ~r 
a·h'>~ ··~"" ., .. 1t:t . fJ~'\i' o•"'-'U ...,f),~ .,, ~.,"' a • ..,_,..,, 

·. -~•}'">· • .,.., ._..~.., 

27, Sifre to Dest. 14:1 (26l1-
a·..1~, a.A• a 1 1;.1.1 a-. ,,.., .,,,..,. ·~., . o~·~'ttc ';.1" A ,,..w D'J~ 

,,.., OA1t q•J~ 1• 1•~1 1, 1·~ "\hlllt , .... ,. ·a~ 11·1~ gJ\• '':"' 
! a ~·n"t~ 

28, Sltrt pp.133a•b: at. Sitt"e p.948 ~n·~ b, Kidt1. J61q 

1ee sl10 8oh1ch\1r: Some A!peot1st Rftbblnic Theologx, p.~4 

29. KechiltP to l!!• J4.19 t36~l:-
""""l"" ... ..,,. ""'r~- ., .. ''\~ ~""'"','"' ·~ .,., .. .,, ... u•;tC,Jl ,J' ... tt}t•'• 
~ 1' .l•ftJn ft•nt l~"~ 1'-T"., n •:.., .,",.., "" ,, "'~,if ;,...._ .,.,.. "~.,,, 
Utt' JI.~ l"\l\K a, IUU t I''•"" ,.,., J t•19C, t.A~•., ..... nt ~ 1 'l"> a, I.I;&. :\""" .,." ,,.w-.n ·~;. '9•A.Ai"f ''"'',,'"" ... ,. fJAJt ··~Ith,.,"' t•H\Jlh 

:. ""~ l' , :-t•)I 1> . lft r•n ..r.... ,.,. •• " ~, '"~ ··~· '""" .,~~ 
.,,. , :'1 "~ r~ 

See al10 Jlegh to 20:J8 (Zlb) · · ' 



48 
The Rabble J"Aiee the que1tlon: How ~1~ the IenellM• wlte 

down the Torah' !udPh answer• that the7 wrote it on etonee, el•• 
ing h i!I proof tro• neut, 27:8. •An-' thou 1h1'.lt write thi• whole 

TorPh on etonee,• After "'1'it1ng it, they pla stered it with lime. 

R. Simon then r&i•e• the queetion: It this ie the a RIP how did the 

gentile• acquire the Torah. The anwwer ie that God put ** into 

their heart• a higher undel'etan<' ing ( rt._ '"'• ""'.a. ) s.nd the7 eent 

their not8riea, who pe-.1.ed ott the lime. thereby •oquirlng the 

Torah eto.31 This ebow1 that the function ot· Iel'a.el 1• to tea ch 

the law; the paga.n,~ad the opportunity, bat they did not, take a.4• 

Ts.ntage ot it. R, Judah in another instAnoe gives e. bePatitul dea-

oription of the Baailiean Synagogue of Alexandria, He deecribee 

the wondro~• beaaty of the atructare quite viTidly, beginning it 

with •lft1oeTer ha e not eeen the SynRgogue of Alexant1ria in Egypt he s 

not behel ~ the glory ot Ierse1•. Not only were the men an~ women 

1epara.te, but ell e~t 8COord.ing to their oratt, rold91Dithe, iron 

30. MeohiltR to Ex. 1 : 44b :-
~·., .. ,, .. "" • ._" ~ ..... T'.,ti"\• ·~~ , .. .., '=" 11 .. ft .... .., •• '" 

• ,. ''->' ...... ,, l"f ·~ ... ~ , ........ :-."" .. ., ., ... ., 1'~"" "'' ... , .. ~ 
(Pa. 45) ""'t~.A 1,, ~~ l~..,n .,,..&n ..,na.1• ~'\n ..,,,an .,,a,1.:. 
( "'t.l•) (Pe. 18 ) "l.lt ,~ ~,,, '9~ ~~"'' ~ftJU'lll _.,..,9.> •"'•'ya n .... .,, 

l "., ·~ ="1'.,., ..,~-. •• "1t1t"' .- ""'a"''» ,.~, • • I''-..~ •" • -.,.. ( ,...,,, ) 
( Hn b b . 3 ) 1 .A'., " 1, :a. ;,_. ""., " .. IL.I., ""•J "~ • " • '-~ :\ ._ .. ., • ( Ioe -'~ ) 

..>• .. -. Df'•.,~l\a,.u {Ps. 37) ~nt.lt '\IAOI ./ .. Jft ,.,,., ., ...... . 

(Pt. 18) 11••n "'-''• '"'••(Ha.bb .3~".1',-.~• .... ,f\.,,.., a'~•"~• 
(Pe. 41) *1.A• '"'"• f'\n••• n.111 ., .,,.,. f•lt• f ft.I•~ a;, •\ja 1'\,u 

,,. • ., l'"• ••••(a\•) '"'" >ttt•• (Pe. 35) ··"'' r•e. 1"'" ,_.,., 
"'~ '"*:l , .. .., '" :\""" ..... ':t ... "' ..... ,. "''.,." ~ .. w"•" :1,.,, •. , .. ., 1• 01l Cl•.,an -.~,. 'll' a11C,J 1.1•1u ca,..,, 
en\ "..,,_.. ,.,_.,.. ... •.a,•.1 a•• • .,. '""11 •.1•:.. ,,.a .,~ 

~ ... ., '" '"" • ai1•1r11a. 1'>"'" Ill" ~"' <Atttt• .. '••• -"' .. " .. " 
: ll ~ a I\ 't:.a, ., ,.,.>A D-,.J'" f' ' ft t 



worker1, oarpentera, oopper11Dith1 eta.32 

Judah drew the boundRfies ot Paleatine. 

~ 
On anothel' oooaeion L 

We belleTe Pa.le•tine '• ex-

tend from Kiphlueia to the ooenn and trom the Egyptian bowada17 •• 

the ooean.33 The provinae1 ot Reuben and Gad which were on the 

other aide ot the Jordan are inol11ded not in Palestine, bi.&tr>"" r"• 
Thi 3 point of view WA~ Al•o held by B. Joee Haglili who in M. Bik• 

Jp1rim l :10 es id: .., 4.,, ~c.,, "'~· r"" ""'""' ,..,., . ., ,.,." o·-..··~ r••u I'" ; 

and in Sitre to Num. 27:12 (1J4):- .., " ~- ""IA i'1"'b "" ·,. .,,.a., 
~ 

~ ,"' ·.1~1 1~·~., '"~ ,,..,,,.., nt [a·.,~~] ·~J .,;t £."t1 ';'f•, O'"'~i' 
Mo9es W~! not permitte~ to enter Palestine; i.e. go acro3s the riYe't 

.Tor<!an. 

The Iert!.elites were gi~en three oommRnds on entering Pales• 

tine, vis. (a) To ohoo1e a king, (b) To buil~ R Sanctuary, and (c) 

To destroy the desoendante of the Amalekitee.34 R. Judah laid down 

the p?inoiple that one who tranalBtee a veree literally is a liar 

$3.nd one who ad."s to a Biblica l paasage is a blP. spbeiner.35 J!.~can tfri. .. :~ 

be seen the e£feo.t. ot Akiba's teaohinge. Kore or JudAh's exegeti• --cal rules will be round in the next chapter. 

,.,-,'l' r.,~ l''"''folJ '"'A.a" )(\~ \'""3.. _,,,,,_, a~a /-"~ 
.., t;L., aJ'"" ""'A Cl"'""'" "'" .._~.., .. _., .,.,,,.., ~• ..,•o:t All 

: ,..,.,., •"' .,,,\" ,~., 1''""' "'"~ 
See also Toa. Sota 8,6 

l2. · b. Suk_,!.a 5lb:• 
X•:-t.,.JO>&,~ .,.., , ... ,.,.,,.,. """ 

't.ll .. -~.,. 
ct. Tos. Sulc~a 4&6 

Jr&,w .,, ""'" :"\""ltn• ·~, ~''"" .,.., l"''a~.:a. "•" • ., ... .,._., .,.., 

33. Toa. T~~lp!Oth 2:2:-
C.-&-.• • r"~.a 'f>•l'l 11"\ll ., • .,..,, r~IC ,-4.la• \.:. ~"Ill f'"1U" '.\~ 

1•••~ ,,.,.tc:a,.v to.1.nt 't.u a>" "'"' o• 'n:.,At (Num. 34:6) '.t.a• 
~ . .,.,.., ~~" ... t~ "'>- •·~•.,9'ttt I:"\•~ "'+" '-'" ,.,.~ r•• : r'.,.., ,, .. ,~ r•f'\t tDtf\t't ... .,.., I r"" Q'lt).,t .. '"" OfJ'f'' ,,. 

of. Toa. Chqlla 2,ll; b. Gittin 8~ 

\ 



• 

,, 
In giYing the resaon tor the ~•ntll•• using the eol~r ·~ 

an~ the Jew1 the lunAr, R. Judah com~~re' the m~tt•~ to K9flu ftft4 

Jncob. Esau, tr-~itlon~l progenita• ot the Gentiles wa• th• older; 

hence hit de1cen~~nt1 u1e the great light, the 9W\e Jncob, 1"!19 the 

yo11n1er; henoe his ~e1oent!ant1, the Jewe a1e the mrnll li~ht, t he 

moon36 

, In 4i1oua1ing Oen. 2:18 R. Judah •~Y' the garden wa1 larger 

thAn Bd•n• R. Joie holds tho reverse to hA~e been true.37 

The question ari1e3 in a di9oue9ion of Oen. 2:9 by the 
l .3 "I ' ~ / Rabbi• &3 t o what · it W.• Cbat ·· - 'J Adam and :l!ve Ate trom i.119 t•ee 

u 
that o&\&Md'••ll the tro11ble. In tlllll PaleJtfninn l'ef orenoes R. Ja• 

dAh'• view 11 thAt it waa •grPpe3• ( o •~4~); in the Babylonian 

101.troe1, howeTer, hi3 interpretBt.ion i1 that it waa •wbeet• ( l\t.tt) 

In the OA1e3 where R. Jud~h aaya it WAI •grapea•, R. Meir 1e~a it 

n 11 "WheA t •, lln" R. Jo 1e th!l t 1 t WRS a •t ig• ( "•n "'" •~) .38 

. 
34. Tot. Bftnh, 4,5:• 1 

""" A•' ..,,.,..,, 11~.I 4\11 .... wt,CI '\hl9' ;\"'t:\' '-.' :\'i'\ ,~I f:-r •)l>'\ff A'~~'tl 1''\'l\~ft .A'a 11t&, .AU~a,I .... n't ~~ U~U '3, $/. 
~ ' .... ~ \4' GD I 

ot. b. Sftnh. 20b where this is ~iven un~er authority or R. Ja• 
d~h ftna a little farther on on the ttUno ~~ge in the nNDe ot R. 
Joa1. Ct. ~110 Sltre \9 Deqt. 12:10 (6?) · 

3 5. JI. lld<\\.&1h1n 49!: • peo • a 4 ., """" ""'" ", 1 :t • , .a, 
q'\1'9U '\~Mt nT .._ .. t•'-,- ~•el'9ftt ,.,._"'' 1't' ,.._,. l.l\"'141> 
U lla 4 4 • A retet'ence to thi• ~1•o towi~ in 
: r nge 0! p. 97 wh ich g1Y99 an IXJUDple from R. 
• o ran1l1tte1 '-•~•·,,..,a-"• '"''•(Bx. 24:17) into 

An euot tr11nslation, of 001.U"••• wow.~ be .,. ... ""' 
'•~-·, , but this woald be an u.ntr11th tr~ nalate~ lit•r~lly, 

for Go~ oan not ~otl1Slly be aeen by men. Hence he pB~phra•e• 
it to read '>"~ "''"' •""""' A~J.tVA• ""' , p11tting in 1tn 
Rngel to overcome thi""ditficW.ty. in :fo1~ta \o l~i7 (39ftl, 
tl"'N i a a Cl\Se ot •·~••• f'P'". In Zsg. :12 we nA. :• 

... ~.,~ ~·~ U:,.t .A~~ ..... ~ ~9'1A .,,.. ,,,. A-~~ ..,.... "°''"' '&" 
- - " :~ ~:'t ,,,, • .s., ..... -~ .... .,~ 

See S\pg1&:. Prolegome9a Cqtiqa , R·~Z 



~1 
R. A~.aria 8-nd R. J'udl'h b. S!Jlon in the nem49 ot Jo•hWl b. IAT1 Ill' 

t ha t it P-1 not r aTellled ; henoe w oan n~ t know what it •• ( A• 

I./' I A nlt&A •\t ~UC w&,•.\ ) • 

What ii the ditterenoe bet•~.Yn t.he t er:na, •wiolcect• ( • .,. " ) 

"nd •aintw.• ( ..... ,. ). "(lm influence ot R. Akiba i a aeen here I 
ag~ in. RPoh word ot th• Tol"r\h h&e a apooiRl menning. R. Jud~h 

s~ys •wicke4" reters to the eina ot the body, ••intu1• reter1 to 

.. reln tiona}{r one \fi t h t h e -'her.39 There is quite ,. 1Usous1ion A l 

to who it to be excluded trom paying the .... ,... • R. Keir 1Ay1, 
~ 

" Naptuoha", ( ""'"'•")• •Arobl!t'll• ( =' • .-... ,.), 111n~ "Rl'1elPJDPR" ( :-.JC•'•); • 
R. Ju~~h e-..ye • "Hfll r Seit•• ( ,,,..., "'")• "Amon• ( I'"~), nn4 •Moab• 

( ~··h ) ; R. Simon , qy9 - "Ard iski•" ( • 'lO'., "'Jt), "A1yah" ( J•O • ) . 

11n1t "Aepam~" ( JC'"••• )40. Ablmeleoh offers Abnham money t o let 

h im h~ve S~rRh1 whom he oonsi~ers to be hie aiiter.41 

.... {"' ~ 
36. Yalkut to R5, 12~"J..lt· 

"'"""'" :u1tt -,,., • .,. .,,. ••Ja .. • ''"'a. "'""'"' ' '" •·~ ·~"' 
~:\,_., ~..,,,,. •. ,.., "h"" """ ..,,, .. '""* ...... , .• ,., """ r•t"' 

~ . : ;a.a•" x• ... .., • 1 ~"" ., ,... t••r '"=""' 
ln Pet1ktq &t b•tbi Z§a the same ie giYen •~oept thnt the epeR• 
ke r 11 ,,.,. ... • ~~~ •o,. · a.-i ••a. ., .. ·~. Binoe there was no 

• ~'6'" • ~"'.a •o•· ·~ , the 1tatement originally mu1t hPve been 
writ ten .• _...,,,. ·~"'~ • •., , and a mi1talc• 11· de in the nrune. 
In Pfi! iktA R~b, Cabana 54j it i• ~110 a earioed to R. Le•i but 
in t • nnme merely ot I. o.e. In Gen, r. oh86 it i• R. LeYi 
in the nrun• ot • ,c >'.,JC ~ ::.. ,., · 

37. Gen, r. oh. 15 

l 8. Di!; J•!?'tt Rabbo'li oh,42,11:-ill: 
b, 8'!nb• ~ !!..._• _...!• ofi.12: •th•r i-. ~S 

be Bel'fll.ohoth 491; 

'9· be §Anh. 1091:• e11tt9'a. • •••"• 1•1
"• • '>'"' 

1

"

11
' """'"• ·&~ 

-

.A'&t., ""'"'~""",_.,,.. :-w,-r. 1'"' (Gen. 39: 9) ~·.Aa, , ....... )t~ 
'=''"'(neut. 15:9 ) . ~·4A.a., •''"'"~ Q•ui "' ~·""'-•" '"'••n• / 

''""' o•sc.••• •• ,,,,.,...., ·utt ••n J\.)"\.\ " '"" 1r•" 1a.. /"' 
40. ), l!P B&Shra 56a ;.:- "'-. 

"'*_."" ~"" "•"" ~ .. ~\'" '""~"*\a 'tk•l't., "-" n"''"' •' .,.. ""t.A•.I "'"'. "\••9' • ~"\;\'IA 'J*'t' •t 'lf •.1•r •rttll\ •Jlt ., ... ., 



S2 
WhAt i• me~nt by J~oob •te~ring• ( -~"•J and beinB greatly 

<Ht1t'l'e9sed• ( ,., ., •• ,)(Gen. 32:8)' R. Jadeh Mid 'he •tearef'\• be• 

eA.U3e he (J.-cob) might kill KMu, ttnf1 he ,.,., •dtet'l'•••ed• becflu1e 

he might be klllel'\ by hi s brother. •tr~· prevrlls A~ln9t me, he 

~ill kill me ~n~ it I prevnll ~gain1t hi.D I will ~~ hiJl.•42 Here 

Ag~in th• l'P1rit of Akib~ 19 1een. R. Mel~, R. Ju~Ah &nl1 R. Simon l,, -d11ou11 •hAt the b~ d re~oPt ,,.._, th•t Joseph brought to hi• t nthe'I' 

about his brothel'• (Gen. 37:2). R. Meir •~ 1~ thAt they trftn1• 

gre11ed the oommnn~ ot '" ~ ,,. ~~· , R. Bbon s~id t my turnel1 

their •Y•• toward the women ot the lftnd, qnd R. Jud~h, whose hum&• 
I~ 

nit~ri~n tendencies ha•• slready been dwelt upon, 8'lid they hell'\ in L-

' light 11teem the ohill'\ren ot the 1el"1Nlnt1 &nl1 o~lled them alftTea. 4j ' 
In the TP-nohwna R. Meir'• view 11 pat into the moath ot R. Judnh 

end the l ~tter'• into the mouth of the tormer. 44 The redemption ot 

~ per1on 11 worth one pieoe ot 111•er.45 Not to •turn to 1~011• -me,.ms not •••n to"look "t tha•. 46 In §itg tg MM•• ll :32,R. Jud~h 

oh,,nge t 1 nc. ••• to 111 "• ••. The tl!lJle i1 aaorlbed to Re1h Lltki1h 

~m" Jo1ha111 b. JCorcho in b • . romA. 7)b. '!'he ti•• ornNDents ment1o~ed 

in Num. 31:50 ~re the ch&in tor the teet. armbanrt, aignet ring, ear 

'\ttti ,._.. .. .., ·-." ~"'"' I"'>' "'~., "':. ....... t'"" II• t '~·- nllft .. W I ~. ~"\" : ··--~•t..11 Jl••ll •• , •• ., .. ,. 

.A 'l 

See •lso Gen, r. ob44; 
j. ~!\tqlill\ 36b; l. Xldrl u9hin ~\1 

41. Oen. r• ob.52 (to Gtn. 20:161:-
" •" 1'""~ 'I•~ ,._. •1t.AJ '-'•" ~--• in•"' '•-'• -.~~I 

\ '"" •• · "-. J\'\I'•• JCa1'., ~·All "- "'""• o .. ~""" 
: •'J•>t ~··~ J9' &11' "'" ru•,- "''" ·o~• 

.... l""'~& "''' 
~"-"" ·~ .... "~ '"'" ,~ . :. . ,, ~ 

See al10 Y~lkut to Gen, 20:16 where it is gi Yen Anonymously 

42. gen. r. ob,76:• 
ll't- """' s-.1& """ C', n • ., t :t& '\• l' •" "" ••,,a&.ll .,. a. f\ "\ '•"'' -,•A 
~VAlt •1r. o•• 'IA'\"14' •e.,,_ ~~1~• ILtf' a-.-.•& .44'rt1 

l\.U ., ... , "'""'' 
! fjl'\f:'I ~A t''->' 

The srune toan~ anonymously in UidrAsh Tanohqt=I! 



;3 
ring, ~n~ some aort of O?'ll~ment tor women.47 The word ., •• ,,. in 

neut. 1:5 meana •to begin•. tor 

Why diet God aomr111nn JoahWl to be 1tron1 end ot good ooul'$lge! 

R. Ju~~h who sought to make the Bible more oonorete, 8llid he ooMman

ded him oonaerning,the Gibeonitee, the burden• he muat bear, And 

the qu~rre1149 R. Jl.&dah d18".gree,,with R. Simon in t he inter>re• 

tP ti on ot "'""" nnd .,,.""in neut. 12: 9. R. Simon 9" 11! ,, \"" reters 

to ffi'liloll ·'ind•"""" to Jett1.ia~lem; R. Juf\,.h s~1,, iuet the O'Pl"O&i te.5'0 

'rh8t R. JudRh'9 min~ 'W'!.9 forever turne~ in the ~ireation et 
11 // 

God 61 aho~n when he comments on: •1'hou ehalt pl~oe ~ kin~ o•er you , 

in neut. 17:1; """ • k id only tor the purpo .. ot oTelWWing t he peo• fS!>.J't.. 
9le. 51 A k ing ml"y t "lce up unto himeelt ll3 m11ny ~ivea n a he pleAses .50 1 

-------- -
4 3 • j • P• • l 5d : • 

, • .,, et•, :ot"" ='" . a"'~ ltll ,.,., DA-., ,,.., 'lo•• •~·• ~·.A.> 

'"ta :-•u1t • •., . '"" 1• ,a,a ">' I" D'"'"'" ~"1'1 .,,.,, ·., · .,•~, 
~" ' 1 I'>'"• . .,, · •·-.~~ •~~ t•:& "'"' "'"••:w •J ~ I" r.,,.,,,, : r~,.~ .Atl~a D ... ,.~ I" ,. .. "''" 

See nl10 Gen. r. gh.84 

44 . U1~ra3h T~nch:tm! B. to 37:2 (61 

: 
.;;;;.p~~~:..::--~-=-----....a.-.i..-. 

or. .... ........................ .. 
47. J. SPbb~th 8b:-

Q t&,•C,1'19 l,JC IJ• A C,. • .,,y., :., ...... 

~.,, . .,,. .~,, .,..,& ., .• '" 1~'1' .A,.. ~"Ir.a• n""''"' ·~" .,.""' 
, •,-. .,, • ., tJ'.A*O.a 't~ ~~:.., fftt>t .,,~ -""ll.'° .,,,,.,, inJtt~ 

•• ,.~... .,". -"•" :tit~ •"~·-- ,..... :\., .... ,~ ,,. .,,,,. •• 

•'"'-')" "'"''"""' 1'tt• ... ..,, .. .,,",. ... ,,.~ -">~• ~ .... '->A 
Sl ~ ftl1l W'I Aft"' ... 01•• O"f a•~ft•• •• ftH>t l'ltJt a,_.. 

a·""~ C,w 01•• ;\ t 



'4 
so lon~ aa they ~o not turn bi• he•t"t trom Go4. R. SS.on -~~. U.t 

he may not e•en rnlllrry one it ahe ·~~ ,,,.. ,,"' .... 52 R. 1\14Ah •I-'. 

th~t it ~0~es no ~1tterenae whethe~ the wi~o• 1• riob or poo•; ha• 

~l'tDent o8n not be t~ken tor ple4ge. R. Simon, on the oth~r ban~, 

held th•t ~ riah wi~ow•s g&l"ment Dl'\Y be t~ken a• a pl4d19, but not 

s poor w1dow•a.S3 The He-reww on lea•in~ Xgypt bro~~bt t•wtb not 

only the bones ot Joseph, but ea ch tribe brought torth the bonea ot 

the d•R~ or it• tribe tor burial in th• holy l~nd.'4 R. Jo ~• b. 

~httl~ft~ brin~s forth s o~•e where R. Ju~Rh ~e-!!-_ohange in th~ 

text: •Do not res4, in Deut. 33:2 1 •J•~ but .,.~•; God o0.me to 

Sinai to g iTe l•reel the 'l'orah. ' ' '!'he t \•el ve atone• whioh, God 

ordere~ Joahu~ to bATe twelTe men t~k• and put in the , 1eoc where 

the people were to •pend the night (Joahu~ 4:3) hRd the worda ot 

the Tol'all written on them. a. Joae ~~id thPt the wor~e we~e writ• 

ten on the atone1 ot the ~~r.56 This latter •iew 11 tPken by R. 

52.· ¥'- S,.nh, 2 ,4:· 
,~ '.~ • ·~ - A•'Yelt "'' .... ,.. 94!1 .... ,.W\9' '"ti& ""'"' ' "t 

J ,.,. •• • .. "' '"" ·~' 11• ""'•"• .". ""9Jl ~ .... 
or. Sitre to Deut. 1Z:Z(l59l; ct. Io3. Sngh. 2,4 

53 . Ds Sanh, 2lA:• 
,.,, • .,~ _.,..,,, ra "''',. Jl'ft• r~ ;t, ..... ,..,~, 

.,"'~ 'ta• <A ,..,, (J?tut. 24:17) ., 11aJ• ,.,.,. 1..,~ ..... I'" 
........... ~"'""JI "'"· ,.,. ...... , ""''"' .• ., ·~Ila. ... ,.,.,..,. 

ot. Toi. B. M, 10,10; :,.~,,. r~••" r• ... .,.,_,," ... 
~itre~o ~eut. 2!:17(281) Ju~Ah'1 •iew g1Ten anon1!'>ou1ly 
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'· 

'' JudAh in To•• 8!#! 8,6. 

The sin• ot which the aone of Samuel were accueel1 t97in the 

f e.ot, According to R. Judah that they toroed people to take thei~· 

goods from them.57 Their crime according to R. Ju.d~h WA.~ Aot a ---prieetly one, but of ordinary decency. Some ot the Rabbis sai~ 

they were inclined too m~oh toward gain, R. Keir aaid they a.iced 

f.or their •hare with lan~ word•, R. Akiba wa9 ot the opinion that 

they took more than the tithe; s.nl1 R. Jose hell! tM.t they aooeptec! 

brlbe3. Th• repetition ot the a~ in I. SPmu~l 17:36 shows that 

n~vid di~ not kill the lion an~ the be~r eepnrAtely, but he ~l•w 

both at the s~me tir.'la.58 

The ,.A in HoseA l :J ghows thA.t they sought to put an en~ 

to larael' s we~lth.S9 In commenting on JLnl. 2;16 Judah 8Aye: •tr 

yo~ hate your wife, ••d~ her away•.60 R. Mia•~ in R. Ju~Rh'• name 

_s.. Sifre to DtMt• 33:7(3481;-
"''"'"' ·~· "'"" ""''"' ,., • r'\ll& . °"'~" DJA ~~t'* IJf&•ai,A •h~ ~f&I I .. J6 If .,_,, .. "• ~ '"'ft a a•-,-.• a 't1l~., • •.1~ ,a,~" 9'a '\" ,.,, 

., ' ',., "··~"' ... ~ \.. ., ... ~ ~"'.," '"" •'"'"".. • .. ~. "'' .. 'f}A 

~ ""''?' "'·--- .,, 
''' Meohil\" to llx. 19:17(649~ :• 

IC&. uee. 'n "'""'' ~,, ,..n ""''"' •••• •" ~•It ·~·"t "'" o~" ""''• ,,,.,'9r.~w•'t ~''~ ,.,. ... •~ ., • ., Cit• 1a Jhf• -.. (DeHt. 33:2 ) 

,6. J. Sota 21d:• 
"'tt•A •01• •-,. "''"' ''"' """.. •~~' ,. ..... ~ ''"-• .,..,,. •.1.A 1ta.,,. 

' '~"'a' "~""'" ''~" .,~ 
57. Toa. Sot~ 14~6:,.~ .... .,.,..,~,,~ ,., ... ,, •alttt "\1t1• ,...,,,., •, 

ct. fo~ t~e opinion o t~e other Rabbis aee ~· Sabbath 56a; 
ct. Levz: ~ub. ·•~• 

58. Sitra tg Lev, .l~l (13o): • 
f '.ll ,~~ t't >,, ~l"tl ,,A ,,.,A 

D >6 '"'A•'t ~- -"'~"'-
a "' ( I • Sam • 1 Z : 36 l -, ~ , ., , 1r.1tA 

•• " '"" """' ;'\"\tft• • ~ .. r' ., • ~ ,., , '"" sfta •t, 

•-,x,. •.>A ~'"'""'" ~·,n 
~1"11' .AA g.ll '"C" -A• 



,, 
ePid thAt •e• .• ., •• .., """"''' (Jlal,3:29) l'efer• to tho•e people wJMp 

~ Jlv.. ~rl. 4 "....._ • -~~ 
tear to te"'r 'o bring .t•l'tir1Jott-t.-9 nw tor ~ µmape• 9ot •wttttr 

i-ftg, it.61 The ••r•e ln B1£!l 8;35 reterring to tho1e who l'etul'ned , ... .... 
llAbylon otfe rln~ •~crit1oe9 to Gott 1• construe~ by R. Ju~8h to mean 

the •in offering' to Oo~ becaus~ ot their tanner i~ol worlhlp.62 

How muoh ot the Meg111Ath •sther mu!t one ~ea~ to tultill 

hi! •utY' R. Keir hold9 that the whole mu 9t be reAd 1 R. Jud~h saya 

that it one reads trom ., •• , • .,.. his obligation i• tultil l et\. 

Thnt ie to IAY1 the importAnt m~tter 11 not t he introduction , but 

the 8Ctusl 1tory. a. Jose, ho .. Ter, 18 ot the opinion that it 18 

neoe11ary to read from .-. ., •• •. ., a,,. .,'"' • 63 

In comment.ins on ,- '> •1at -ti'- .,,.,(Sens; of Songs 2:16), R. 

Ju~ah desorib•• the relationlhip o! mutual lo•• between vod Rnd I•• 
64 \ 

r ael. God commanding J.srael to buil'1 ,,_ Temple i31llk•nedto a king 

who ha9 a youryg d~ ughter. While she is yet mmnll t.he king eee• her 

on the street and speak• _with her in p~blio; but when she grows to 

wom~nhao~. the kin~ fe el1 tha t it ~oe9 not redoun~ to her honor for 

59·. l?· ,Pes"C?him .~zb : -
~ "'"·a " ,.., ., . .,., f '".., .,..,"., • .., r~"' .,.., • .,. ~~ ".,. """" .... 

6~. b, Gittin 9 0b:• 
: ""'• "~14-., Oil ~~- i\'1-'' '~"l ; "C," ll~_, ·~ 

61. b' Ne~~tim Sb:- . 
(Male 3:26 . -•A.-.... ,. 'llJt'tll '"'- l'''U~' ·.i."t .. "'"'*tt ,1•JC•tt ,•a 

•• "'••"., r•" 1 I""" a"\Jl"''-'a t\x '•it •nw •• ,. •~" ,,,..,,. 
l l'., .. ~.., a•nw 

62. Tos • .fare h 1,4:-

. ····~·" ""~ ""''~J-" "'" 
63. 1 1 Megill~ 2:3:· 

""'~ --~Ul "''"" '-, tA,tf\ fta, l4't•t 
~ """·, •. ,,.,,. .,,.t\ '"'" cf. Toa. Mesilla 2,9 

""'-'"" ..Aa 8 ,Jl ., • ., 1>•nt\I 
'CM'., .... ,~. •••h ..... ,,, • ., .... 



him to spe~k to her in public. He therefor~ 

for her where they woul~ have privncy.6; 

. , . 
f> !P,,'1Jlidl ''1 

I 
ol'f!er• " n,.14\ce built -

lg ~ . 
Up to this point I h'-1.ve presented R. Judah's Agga~ic work by ----giving 

1 

a iort of .running commenta ry to the 13ible. I ehAll t'ollow J ~ 

Bacher • arrangement by g iving a pre1entation or the Biblical pae• 

sages as deso~ibed by R. Judah. 

Adam we.a given b ut one command, a ccording to R. J'ads h, ant1 

that was an injanction aga1nat idol worahip.60 R. J'adah di~ not 

mean b7 thia that the other two important commands were not aa 

weighty. Adam ha d no op~ortWlity ot diaobeying the command ot l.U\• 1 . 

ohaatit· (there being no other women) <1r muri!er (there being no ~.;/,'-'tit:, I 

other people). R. Ju~Ah nhows h-;:elf to ha.ve been or a very im~ / l l "· 
---- . - V1 

patient and traaoible n~tu~e when he 8Rys, in commenting on Gen, --~~-
]>o 

8:16, th11J t 't'lt'.\ t1 he been in NoNt.•9 pl a ce when God nomrnnnt1e1' him to · 

leave the Ark he would h~ve broken the ark i nt o pieoe3 an" gone 

thence.6? Ra chel died betore Leah beoau3e she spoke before her 

aiater, who waa o!der.68 In three pla ces, R. J udah, aaye, i a Judeh 

mentioned betore his brothers . For this rea 9on they appo i nted him 

king over them. 69 lh'!. \.& met his death, a ccorr\ ing to R. Joshua b. l ., 

64. Shir rabba ta 2116:-
"J• • .,.,..,r "'i'\ ·~.,., . ~..,a. """'"· ·-., ~"'" ,._ ·1•• •'9 ., .. 

' """' ..,...~-, •<Nft• •J'A'\\' '"" I~'-;' Vt&I . ,.., ... r 11'10"' '"'"'" t 

1'" ;'t "'"" 1ut" ~- nt • • .. ,~ ,.,. i'\ • ., '"'"'" k "',. 1 """"' / 

,,., 0•1u ~ •""rt nt• 1'" ,., V\"'"'" v•• ""'.,..... "• • 
65. Ibid to 3:9:• 

I., ~.A•:tW l~"'I, •~C.IL •.,a, ""''"' '"t .,,,_ • I'» l'WJt t•~A 
1'..A IJl 1'•1-, ~·A 0'U''• ,,,a, .A1L~I "'-•"/.1' Jl~.., ,,.. nJ• r °"~ 

""•~• "._'"'".., 1•·:. ~'tn~• ·~..,~ s •o ".,.~ :">' "~"",.' ? ,.,~ 
"\,>.°'rt "'"•- '.A.a, .. .., nfta_W ,.~ 1''"" .._ .. 1' f"h'O ,,,., 

'""~""'" 1'"'" :"'Tftl•~• ,..,..,."9 I'., ,.,~ •'-• 1-'•n"•a 1\11}1 
't.\I ~·.A:. 1:. , ....... ,..,, 1''°"" ~,_,.. "'~,JC "")& 



,. 
.,e•i 1petJlclng in the nAJ11e ot a. Judah, 11.t the hand• ot J""4t. I 

\ 
""" :&111u and all the tribe• had ooae tothe tuner11tl ot llaflo. Z..17-

one except. Jsoob ha~ lett the ca••· Ju~ah euddenly notloed Beau 

entering the oaT••• Re tollo~e~ and •l•w ~•au who wa1 lD tbe ... t of 

killing Jacob. ?O The Romani Uc_.. de•tructlon to the J ... be• 
\ 

o'luee trom tra~tlon they b ::td lt thet Jleaa (trom whom they........_ l'.9e.-

o•~~•~) .... 1n1t1 sl~in by Jud~h.fib.) Aocor~in~ to b. SotA 13a A•aa 

""' \cllled no• · by Judah but by !!. man who1e n•une n.1 Ch'llalm eon ot 

n An ( f , ... ':''~a. •• .,,")· Accor'1ing to thi9 l!lOOO\lnt Eee.u Wl\9 killed 

~t Jaoob 1
1 bari&l. The Toenfoth to )s~ttln 55), howe•er, eeeke 

to- •ol•e the ~ ifflo~lty. Esau was merely wound•~ Aft•~ bein~ 

1truok by Chu1im an~ wa1 kille~ by Ju~fth. 

Wherein l11tv the "iff el'enoe between Mo1e1 e.nd the other pro

phet•' R. Jud~b 1&11 that the other prophe~1 looke~ from th~ mi~•t 

ot nine mlrro••• while Mo1e1 hAd nee~ ot but one. The other 1age1 

66. b. San!\• 56b:-
"~ t ""''~ .. /A ., • ., .. .,., ... J"1nl' ,.,,. ",,,. • .,." . a-.•" .. ,. o•"lta •:e ttt•1 (Gtn. 2:16) -, ., • .,., -.~-.~ 

6?. T-..no!\wnR B. "" 14: -

o• '"' .. " '"'" '")''* .,:._ "..,,.,, •., '\ttJC • ,,a,.An f • •tJ 
~ ••n . ., .,.,., ~~.A:t "'" ~~·· • .,.. ·•n 

68. Gen. r. to 31:14(gh.Z4):-. ,.M,.• '.I•& It'\~.,. °"'9'Ut ,,,, •-., • • • ft'M.A '-!},~_ "-""_,,.a, 
ot. JPl!cqt \o Gen. 31:14(J9o) ~ ... ~ :- . .,,. •. , .,- /'''' ., 

69. Gep. r, to 3z:26(ch.84) 
i""tll', __, • . ,.,_,. ,a, :t"ttft' ._•JI . 'tAI t•fta ftJl "'"'h°'' '\9'•'t 

t,• n .. 11'• '""''' .,.,...,_..,.. INll ..... I'"" '.l't~ 0"'\11'
1 ,~, -"'"''" ·.a~ '"''"'" ~.,_>ft 

(Gen. 44:18(""' ,., .. •.\'•(Gen. 44:14)1,""' ,.,,,..a.a•• (q_en.37:26h·"• 

70. Qhoo))fr To• to P1, 18:41:• 
,..,,..... •a.' ,... ~"''"'a. ''"'" "'" r•••,. . ,,,~ •\ .,..,..., 1•a. .. a1 
", ,., • "'a. ", .. " ~•o" ,,._,,...,,.. '~ .......... . .,, •.,a ·•\ 1a. 

Q 14' ~-ft \~ t t•)tl a.a-,.• ta~ ft '""' .A ft., ft._.... '"'"'" I•,... ,U ~ 
I'")&"~ r•''°' rl" f'I~ ~f)t't I~ t~ta 9'a.r• ~'A.>, "'Ill '\t~flt 

tt'J'"" r•n ..... , .. ,,.., ·u~~ .. ~ r"\'I o·w~•· ·:~·~· .... "".,.. 



'' w~re ot the opinion thn.t the otber prophet• looted trom the •lt9' 

of 0 dull mirror, while Ko•e9 looke~ from 8 ~~zzllng one.11 AD• 

other view is expresse~ in b. JebA.Dtot~ 4jb; the other prophet• looa-
non-

e~ into a/1hining one, while Moses looke,. into a ahS.nin'C mirror. 

( ., ..,,it..,,, "''"t•••-aa. •uM•) When the Isreelltes orosee~ the Red 

sea they took with them idol worehip from Egypt.12 on 'nlrloue oo• ~ 
casiona our toret~th•rs, •~Y• a. Judah, were tried b~ ten trial1,~~~ 
viz; two a.t the See., two at the water• (14'1.ra a nf1 Rephldln), t1'0 '7t- ' 
through the aadn•• two through the quail, one through the ORlt, and 

one in the wildernes3 or PAre.n. 73 In the 1eoond veraion Abo,th R. 

l a than oh.38, (49b}, he enume r 0 t e3 eleven. Iarael wa.e with God 

only for one ~e y in the wil ~erne3a. R. Simon b. Jochai'• view wa s 

that for eleven days Iara.el wa s with Got!, 'but f or twenty-nine "1Bya 

they were thinking on the subject or how to m~ke the o~lf. Elaza r 

b. Jn oob! s view was thn t el even t!e.ys Iertt.el wa. e ~llink ing on the 

subject of how to make the oalf ~nd t wenty•nine dnys they were with 

Got\. The Latter's theory wo.a t he reverse or the form er.74• R. Ju• 

~ah SA id t hat for four mile 3 Mo aes WP s OJ:l.rried on t he wing a. or the 

Sheoh1n~h. He ~ ie~ in the vnl l e y of ~euben ~ n~ WAS burie~ in t he 

VPl 1 ey of the children or Gad. 75 

... .>"I ,._,. I~ .,.,...,,., Oll•l•lt ftt~.Attl OJUtJ ~l"' •n• ,..,. ' '\.) 
ltt'I~ ""'""" •'14~ -~al, -'"" «llt •"'• ""'" t''\ftP. """"' .,,_,, ,...,,,_"-, 

'"'"" 111 "''"' ,",. "'" ··~ .. ~a "'' ... .,.,. •• ,..., ,.~,.,. ".,., .,~, t'-" ,~.. ~,,_,,. Mtlt .. 1•19 '\Me,t lt' ftV '"~ .,"°'., IA'\~ • . .. ,,_, .. , ''"'•"' 

, Gena 49 :8) ·~"a" ··~·· -'•'' , ... ,_... ,~., • ... ••> ,., 
The same is foun anon)'mou sly in Jal kut to Gen. g 1 2 • be• 
g ina ing with , ., ..,., ~·• ; ct. 'll 10 · Si.fre to neut. 48); 
..1.!__G_j,~tin 47b:• 

t>* ~~'"' ..,. ,h. 9"f'A ,,,..,.,~ . 'e.al """'~ \'P'"fO ,.._, Jiii, ~~'-" 
1'~ .. K ,, 'l'~ 1" 1 ~·~, ,.,,,_. AJ& -'"~ :.,en• 0.At~1Cb a"'-2. ''IOA 

of. j. Kethub. 23c 

?l. Lev. r. chl :- • .., t'~"'t' 'Wit• "·~ •• .. o•• ·~'·" \alt a•n 1·~ '"' 
~ ll ""' ~ f (~Z• 43 J ~·A.a'1 /.l,"'t .. ~,'t o•an Q•tL•.,a•,"t l'l' .,....,._, •••• •c. "flA't ,ltf.11 



,, 
When the teet ot the prie•t touched the weters ot the 1o .. 

~An, ery~ R. Ju~nh , the ~ter etood twel ve ~iles high Anl1 t'W91Te 

mile s wi"•• R. ElA.zar b. Shrud(. however, ea.ye the water ,,,.., thl'99 

hu11l1re~ mile!! in height. 76 tbe thirty one kings ~i" not actually 

li•e in Palestine. A!I j!I matte?" ot<·tact they eimnly ,,,..nte«! ,. pP• 

l a ce or i:i pieee ot l a.n~ there Ile A mAtter ot pereonal glory, ju•t 

like the caatom among the RomRns viz., thAt if a king or a ruler 

h 11 s not e.cquired "- pl a ce ant! l and in Palestine, he has e.caompliah~ 

nothing.77 I "have a.lree.dy indioA-te r!. previously thet R. Judah, in ;; 3 $
,, I 

Toe. Sanh. 4,5' es1<1 that the Israelites were commanden to no three ~'":3 

things, viz.: to choose a king, to build e sanctua.ry, e.nr\ to dea• 

troy the deacendante ot Amalek. It thRt ie the case, n. Judeh 

r e i1e s t h e question•• why we r e the people punished i n the ~a ye of 

Samuel' Ann the answer 11, they we~e ~tmished not becAuse they 

.,n•.a• -A ~· "·~r••'" l '"" 1t•, 11•..,, . 1

'"'' '"''a, , •• ~ • .,.,;. 
1'"'" '", o• ··~" .. ~ l~""a !'~". "'.,'"~ • ., :.I',,., (Num.12) 

o•••ul' ,._, 'A'a"'°' I'""·~•• (.u.os. 2J ,•,,,., ""'~'-->• .... 11•,'>r"o'" 
""''"~' (MH111. 

12
) , •"" Aft,,t.M•" ..... .,r•o•• l"'" ,..,_, _.. • .., ""'"'" 

7~· ¥ech1lte to Ex. 15:22:• 
a·~ """.,, DJ' n~~ I'~ '\N• • .,....,. I~ :.,•"' •.,. :r•n ,,ao•t 

~~,., .... .... .. . ., .. "" " .. ,.... ....... ..,... ""'"~ ... .., ""'•"' 
"'• """ ~·• """"" 1~'- ~., .. ""''¥ II' •t •c1 -t•o 0·~ '•"• • o~ n•n• 

ot. Tflnohum~ B .• """' 14 i•o •• ., .,,., .. • 
n l 

4 e :• 
- e•1• t'l"~t a i, 14 •At~ IO'.I olUlftOI ,_,.,.. ,,,tf'' .,.,. V ~ 

~--.:-.......-""'911o) , .......... ,.,(Ix. 16:20,2z~~· .. •(Ex.14:-24•••A 
: ,~ ... "a"\e.~ AAJll ... .,. .. ~"'"' 17:3) 

1 :1 (l) cf. Sifre to Deat. 



, c c ~ c. " 7 "I t1..( (.. • ., .o-t, ':). /!.-<..C.D'-1 ......... 
ohoee a king, but they antlolpated hill nn" aaked tn hill <••••t• ... 

• ,, Y). 78 

GoA d id not went David to buil~ the Temple bea~u•• he knew 

that l•ra.t!l would ein i n tho f\ltar• end th• Temple woul ~ be de•• 

troyed. Davi~ was eo beloTerl by God that the Temple wo"1d Dot be 

deatroyed if he allowed bim to build it. Bu.t the Temple, Pltho 

to be built by Solomon, will be en!le~ in nRTld'1 nnme and not in 1 

Solomon'•• Although navid will not build t he T911J>le, yet he 

thought ot it, ~nd •one who want~ tu f'ultlll 11 ~, ... b11t 19 pre• 

Tented trom pocompli•hin~ thie desire, God nevertheless Recounts 

it unto him ea lt he had done 1 t•, which, b y the wa71, 1 s A fine 

•x~mple ot tl'le high ethloAl "t~n~Ards ot R. JudPh.79 The New T••• 
t~ment i~eR ot mlnnin~ or doing ~ood de•~• in on•'• ~ ind 1~ here 

eeen. 

I 
1;. AR•• Sota 4,8:· . , "•" A" :u•a.- ••'~' ,. • ., "'-"' ,...... ...,__.,k ~•• ".,, .. . > 

G'-.-jt4' -,.I\ \A •'9_.a 'JLo1.- " •.14 A'9N~ ,_,,, ,~,., A'iifW~ 

''"' •I• W"" ''~' '•1• ~· • ., :..._ °"'"' ac.11 ,_, r_•• 1aA "" "~" . • , •• '••• 1,,. ~'"" .. ,~ .... c "4 ... ·~· .... ··~ "'" "'' ,~,, .. J., ... 
tre to Num. 12: 06 : I"' tr'~ ""' .. " •• ·~ "' ,. .,., 

• So e w ere we ave t e following:• 
""talt ._ ... ,. Alft ... ~IA.\ '\~ .. •• ........ ..,,, ·~ ··~ WA ,J.. f!ttw 

Thi• ahowethat the RR.bbi• were ~powina in Pcoepting mi• J ~ 
r~ole ~ exceptupon oe~t~in authority. cf. Plao b. Sfta 1~b 
where we hn•• ~ more amplified v1e1on. or. ~l•o bi re neut 
33:21(325) wh ere it 19 given Rnonymouely. 

76. Tpa. Sote 8,3:· 
~ .. ..,. )M.... ,,,.,. '" '""•J' .... ~ • .,,. .... -,., ~•v• 1•·~· .. .. ...,,. ...... "'•.. '""" '"" " . .., "'-"'-• .. .,".·' •.. " "..,. .. : ""',. . ., ·~, .... ... , ... ~ '" •. ,., .... ..... .,.,,. •. ,., f#''" , •• 

77. Sltre to n eut. 11:10(3Zl:• ·~· ._ .. ,. "''"' .,., ·'"'•r•• 
,._,. •\• • •• & ( 1•• ) • ..._ " _,,_. \ """ -a •a'-" a•M•• , ... 

~111 .. •t._1 A"!_f~ .,, n. , ... ,.,.,,, l"" h• ...... 'ft~ .. .,.,_.. 
: . .... ._..,.. ... , .. ,. . ..... 

78. Sifre to Deyt, 17:14(l i6l:• 
"'~" , .. •'" ....... ~:ti ............ ,... • ,.... ...... ....... ,,., ••• 

T.\\ •. ,. ,~, ,.. , .... , ... ,. •·•4' .,., , .. .,. l"' ••4t .,,.., .. / - . : . . . ..... , ,,. ... ,,._ ,. .... .... ~ ···~· "..... ·~ ' 

(f-iw ~ c, /1 AAX. rf/ (P . J· ' A) ::;e: l · 'Cw,,,,,, c-l ' , ~ -1 '! · A.A 

)Jvuih' I" :·/- '1t~hv.~ ~ J;f:-~f.~;J,i-~·K~ 
ai'Wittk ./J..i rn1fp}/ ~ ~ Hc..:J..~ ~~-,.,~~ 



62 
The Ptto~het Wlij~h ill hi• t~••l• a~r~ief with him even c'!ft• 

~ lee ~n~ wlake so th~t he woul~ not hft•e to ~t1tarb Any one.80 R. 

JudAh show• thro~h ~root t~ken from lcrlptures thAt XenA•••h has 

a plsce in the world to aome. 81 ~hul<!,. the prop:hete1s 11m' " dee

cendant of Raahab.82 As deearibed in l?!Mt• 29i2i .Pa1e~t1n; .will 

be uninh~bitRbl• tor~ period ot eeTen yenre. The author~lt~ tor 
thi1 1tatement i• g iven to R. Jud~h in Bgh~ r, and to R. 81.lllon b. - -
Jochai in P111l£t~ 1148, t.!,__R• Jo9e in Seder OlNI ch,27, and to R, 

JudRh b, Ilai in P!•ikt~ r, Rnrl J, §ilaJiJn 32q. n..oher conolu~•• 

thllt .the Authorllhlp ot thi!I 1tAtement probably belona• to R, Judah 

(A.T., I, p.177, llote i,83 The reReon ~hP t king '1a1uerotb could 

no t eleer Recording to R. Jw!ah, ~a• th~t rurin g the night he 

behel~ HAman with a drswn s"'Ol'd trying to pu1h off his crown ~nd 

kill him. 84 

The n~mes ot R. Jud~h an~ R. Keir ftl'e toan~ quite often in 

opno11te Tiews in th~ Ag~dR. In ••••l'ftl c~e•• R, Jud~h nlmost 

19· NidtAsh Sboober ToT t~ Ps, 62:13:-
0,_.," .... i·" ·"~ ,. lf"a.-CtO Diil., d) 14' ,.~ ·~· 4'• '•"• """"' .,." 

••"• ,, ~ ,~.,. .. ,_ (Jl!_ut, 12) l'"'a. '~· .,, • ., I•~ ·~•· ~·...- -"•94*• 
D •, ·~_.,. 4*•"'-'• V ... >' '"'' tfW .,,._. I.A •A "''a. Vil :tf tA ,~ •a IV•'> .,,.-4 
•" 1' }Ct" 1

\" 1491a 4'1•& ltA• eat ~411 'tS'*' t ~'91it I~ 4'•" •1at .,_., 
•.t.'"~"' ·~"" ·~ ...... ....... ,., "• "' ..... '"'" ,., ,.. • ..... ~"· ., ••• 

'

•• ••• ,., •• a.••.- A11Jp 1,, (Bohl' 2) ~·A:n ••• • .., rt r''"' 1• • •''*I ,,.,,. lhrp ,,. 1"• ~ '"''''' -"'-..' \•1"' ,.,.,,. l.111a. ,,.,.,,_ 
'" ..,~ 1,..,.., 't•+ c\tL .,""' ·~ .. .... .,., • .,_,.n "",...," ,._-"'"'" (Pe .Ju) 

:•&•J' tC,•aa .... ,,~ .. ••t"" mL91 C'tt OIM I """ A""''- ,.,ft. 
cf. f11ikte r. ch, 2S7s l 

Su, Shir r. to 2:5:-0,_._ ..,,y,, ,,,,... ,.,~ .Al\~ ,,.. ... 4'nJ I\,.,. ''511\1 ·,~ •; ""• 
' : ,. • .,~ ., • ., f\•••w• •'-• ,,.:. atp,.., 

81 •. H, Sanb. 1Ui2:•·u., ._,../'., J'" '" •• ...-A~ .,,.,. ~,, .... ., 
! ·~~""" .... ..,,,. • ........ , ' ,,,,. ,. ..... , .,~.. • ..... '"•"'' 

at. A)oth R, NA\hltn oh.J6 
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lo <iee his temper vrhen he eaya •it 11 eno11gh, Keil"• ~'"" 1''' • 
•tt 11 b~tter,•aeys R. ~eir, •tor one not to ple~ .. than \o pled .. 

end not pBy.• R. Judah 1a y1, •l' 11 best that one ebould pledge 

and pl\y.•86 The neglect or the ~ezzuza brings about the ~e•'h ot 

children, aooording to R. JadAh. R. Meir, however, 1ays that 

de "' th ot ohildt'en i• cAuse~ through the neglect ot the tringee 

( ""'•••),87 Many mor~ · Aggadio oontroverei•s between R. Judeh and 

R. lleir e re extr nt in Rabbinic 1 lterature, but 1 t la not e.t e.11 

feasible to pre1ent them all.88 

The homiletioe or R. Judah b. Ila i ie rich " "~ beautiful. 

Ha derives fro.man interpreta~ion of Ezs.33;7 and J'oehurt 3 : 4 the 

ide~ t ha t t hose who rece ive their f riends Pre like t hose who re• 

ceive the very presence ot God. '!'hi s he applierl to those Rabbi• 

who hat! come on long journeys to the e.aeembly e t · Ush,, .• 89 The law 

of l•x t a lionia or ~,. ,~,~ · ~~ft ie dtsooverAble in R. J'u~ah wheQ 

he aays tha t that which the Egyptian• had pl anned for the Jews 

oau3en their own downt~11.9U 

~ A moat beautit~l ._gadio K1dra 3h is that spoken by R. Judah 

and tound in b. Megilla 16a. Not only i e it beautiful, but it 11 

quite true. In 1hther 6:?3 , he seye, t.hn t t h ere •re t wo ~,._ • .,, 

( "••-A .. ,.) .). 't'h fl! reAeon tor that is tha.t Isr,,.el ma.y be com• 

f 

82. Sitre to Num. 10:22Cz8} :-
.,,,, ...... " ...... ,.,_ v,. ""''" ""'~'·" ",.,,,. 1• """"' ",,,, • . , 

:n.,•" "' ) l't '·~· 1•*! (.,'~1'>' I~ ll\\'""' I"~" "" .,,..,, J"'' '"_..., 
'"' ,, ., 4' )' • ., • .,. • ftJ''~"' 

83. j, Kil•J.im 32c:• 
""' ;w "., • .," ., JC.... f. ... ".A•.,>1 a.,., I',. ,, "' •• • • ~.. • • & ~.-. 
(Dan .F 2: 2'11 """" ..,,..,,, a ' '"'., "·~ • "·~~ ·' • ~·A.a.. ..,. 

of. Seder Olam Qh.27; ct. J. Ki tho.both 35b; ot. Pesilcta. 114a 
.- . 
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P" red both '• the du1t a net '• the 1tar1. When he be81b• 'o *' 
down he t•ll., down to the Yer., d.u•t• but. when he atana to rl•1 

there ls no 1topplng him: he a1cend.1 to the 1tar1.91 In l•V!'! 

!iJ£ tour word• Which need eXJ>lan&ti• f'l'e found• Tia.: : "" •• 1 ",.,,.. 

1•...,, ., nt1 '\ f' ; ,..,.,, • R • .Tu~~h 3ay1, retere to the Tol"'h, """'•• to 

the hol :r !\py, 1••• , to oiroumo11ion,end ., t' to the letillln. 92 

•sreAt ie charity,• •ey1 R. Judah, •tor it bringeth t.lw redemption 

neP.rer•, 93 ant1 thi • hf! toll ow• up by show inti: thtt t aha ri ty ( ,, , ... ) 

1• the greate•t thill? ln4 the ,,orld. •Ten 

84. Beth TAlmqd tp E3\her Vl, I.vol.VI, p.57:• 
.• ,..," '"a. .. ~ .. ~· •a.., ,..,. .,~ .. ,. "''. ",", "'"" 190,·..,~ It., ft,* ·~""' ,.,,. ,..,, _.1'9'6"Jl 1''.., na,•'ttt IAla 'ta : I.A.,,,,_.. •r~ tt I ·~~, .,;a" :t .,~~ .,~,._.I ,., ·~ 
~· Shir 1. So ljl2; §hir r, to 2j4 

f:~'i~·!:~~'ii:D~t!~~,t~: .. °Jilfll!i9'ifd$:"!!11uf!t!"iia; 

87. be §rbbnth J2,b:• • 
,1\1 i"t1tpt ,,.,.. "U'A ., I\ ;-. ., ,_, 1 '•'I ,,... •-."t "a. ,Ltt,e 

(Deut, 11 i20J ••A.a, """" 1'l"a. ~ ... , l ... .., ••'-'•~ "''"''' 1•,-a. '""' 
,~.... ,. • ., (neut. 11;2,11.,.""~ ~· =»• \'"''~ "''"" i..- •"'~~ 

' ''"' ""·~·~ ,.,., '\~ ..... ,..... ... -~·1~ .,, .• •>'ft' 
See h I' r o 2:4.· b, So a n•b; lleoh1ltl\ to k:l4 

-=T"l!oii!P'i ... -.-.-:.:......,...,.o..M....,...,; sltre ~ neut.~: 

89. S})ir r. \o 2:2:-
~u\tt ait :w•,. .,,. .,. .,.. ,.1, "•nt (B3, 33 i? ).,..,,, ·~ ou' 

(J'p!he 3 :•) ... "" ,~.41 r ""'" ,... , ... , "'ft"" ,.. t ""•'T "'""., 
"~ ..... ~ .... "'"' • "... • •• ., .. ~ , .... ~. .. ..... 4 " '"' :., '"" l" 

• .,." •lo> ._,,". '" .,~. .,,,,.. I~" '" ..,,._,,_ ..... 1-..a a.·~~ r1t 
, >1•4•w '" ""'°"" '"'"'-' 1.1 ·A•a> '''"~ aAat :u·~• • 1• "~" t"t•'c.• 

•ts Da BfE&OhOth 6Jb U'''" ..... .,.IA ~·te •• ,..,,. tll .,,"' n-.-.,. aa~ 

90. 1'eob11tfit to !x• J4:2S(32a):· 
ca.,., , , " "~ .,, .. ., :'I""~ .,,. • ll .,.,, ..... ., • "''"'~~a. ,,.,..l ""'' 

:-"•"'~~ ,,.,..,.,,,, '\~.., 1~~<1x. 5:9) ...... ,~~~ .,~a"'~·~~, 

91, b, MegillA 16a:• -A•., ·~J .,.. 
411 

•• ,.,.-.. .,~ ,.,,,.. ·~., ..,., ... (lather 6: ll l1·m ._,_,....,·.a 

'

n•> G'4aQ't •'tt•ttl _,.,.., "''*"' ;,•11t If' l'UtJI """ l'ltf' : o·-.• , • ., ",. t' .. \)t I'"~ I"*•' "•; .,,_ ,., .,,. I',.,,. 
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h~r~ things -ere ore~ted in the world, Yia.: the mowttain, but it 

cAn be cut down by iron; iron o~n be melted by tire; tire i• 

quenched by water; wn.ter 1• taken up by the clouds; the olouda a re 

sca ttered by the n1r; the Pir is t~~en in by the bo4y; the body i• 

broken by tenr; teRr i• diepellert by wine; wine is made valuel••• 

by sleep; and dee.th i• the atrongest ot nll, but•, he ndda 1 •obit• 

rity ee ves one trom deAth• (Pzoy. 10:6).94 In Xoheleth [!!.b)! to 

'71-26 the 9Pme idef' i e found, but Uiere are fourteen in•te1td ot ten 

Thi• ~iecrep8.nOY- in the n\ll?lber comes beo~nne 1.n !toh. ,re •void• 
I 

( ••~~> com•~ tirat, then•earth• 1 then between •win~• ~nd •man':/ 

/!here ie the•-11• whiah atops ~the wind, but which man ~rn dee• 

~roy. Further, between •mnn• and •rtePth• there is ·~ise~se•, 

which tee l'9 one from eleep, but i~ · conquere~ by ~e~ th. Other dif• 

ficulties in Johe £• are thPt there i s •trouble• ( ~~•) inRtend of 

•tear• ( ~·•), ••an• ( -~·> inst .. d ot•body• ( , •• ,, •angel or 

dettth" ( J\"'" , .... ) in11te2'd ot •dePth" ( .:.~·,.). end, finally worae 

even than ~eAth, whi ch the T~lmud account places ~t the end, thft 

Koh. r, ~o oount •~1•• ie a wicked woman ( 

In commentin~ on Dtijt• 32:1 R. Judah a gnin gives a preaen• 

tetion ot the relationahi~ between Gorl anrl lerael. God mey be 

oompared to a king who gives hi~ son OTer to guP.rdian1 (••• .. nwa••) 
,.1th th• 

i n a prfvlno-,'injunotion th.At so lon~ ~3 hi• aon doe8 hi• will 

92. be ¥tgill8 l6b (Eether 8:16):• 
·"' •• i"','"' ~' '"'• . 't'' t•••t :t I'~•• ;n1111 : re.." .... .,.,., •••. ,~··tr , •• ., ..• ~·- ••. ,, ,.,.,.., 

9 3. ». Be ». l or c I,. 56 : i l : -

:.~··., o •-.1• •\ 
• • • ,, "I.A er 

'pt ;\'l)tAlt ~· ~·"t•• :tr"• ,,-,,, .. .,,.,. ""'='' ·~-. .,.,~ 
94. b, B. B, lOA:- ···r ..... ,,""·~""'a,, .... ( .,,, •. .., )J•I' 

•" ... , "'' ~r" "'" ,._, ..... -. •.a.A"~ ... n. rt•r "''" .... ,._ , • .,~, 
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they nr~ to treAt him ••11, to teed bim eta.; but it he do•• not 

do the king'• will, then they ar• not to giT~ him ~nything at a~i. 
»01•1 a1ked God to write into the Torah the re"son tor hit not 

being pel'llitt•~ to enter PAleatine 10 ~h~t people will .not say 

thAt he t~l•itied the Torah or tol~ the ~eople eomethin~ God did 

not commAnd. R. JudAh com~~res thie to R wom~n ot noble birth who 

bas trrn1gres1ed A. oomm@tnd ot the king not to eflt ot the fruit el

tA• l•n1t ot the Sabbetioel year, the penalty tor which 11 thAt ot 

bein~ brought out into publio, She begs the king to put unripe 

f ig1 ( I'"•) about hie neok so that people will not think thA-t ehe -
hq e tr'l.rtBgr••••d any l aws of cha•tity or wit'bboratt eto. 96 --n • .1\.&dnh be IlR 1-we a "fery much intere1ted in oo emology and 

quite a ~r ot 'hi1 id•~• with regnrd to it hft.•e been preserTed. 

He belie"fe~ tor example that the •til'llament reei1te the ewi like 

/61 

wood doe1 tbe iaw•.97 He RY• that -"'••' i• Torah; hence God ·ore- / 

ated the world by the Torah .or the logo1.98 There is n di1cua1ion I 
in Gen. r. oh.l l>ei .. en ~~ .. A'" lllld .... u h whether Cod creoted J 

I 
95. Sifre to Deqt. 32:1(3q6) :• 

cit ,,,..., l._ .. ., 'twn """"'" "'""'"' ·~~ "'" • a• tt'16:1 "'"•" ••""' .,.,., ,,~ ~• •"" ,. ... , .. ., -"• •"._ .... ...,,.., ~··-.tt.a. o•o•••.,•••• 
• • •I.Al• ··.l~ht o•~,,... ''" '''•" """~ ,,~., pn '-• •ft\ 

Oh.IC.• \• •Jt41., "~ •JA, 1···~· IA•• A''PW ltt •~Ul a •t, ._,._,.,, 
,. ''"' .,,.,.. ···~ ,,.,.., .• I"''~ 1• 0 ''-' • ., ... 

'12- "'" ... .,,,., . .., ... 

v 



,, 
two worl"•• one with a "(heh) 11nd the other wltti a • (,..J. .. 
eite1 Gen, 2:• (whe1'e the tel"ID a•~a".a 19 u•t1 ) to •how tllat Wa 

world WAI oreAte~ With a I'• lt])on't re11ft•, 8PYI he, •••'t&4'&bUt 

• na ·"a Jle oree te~ t hem with s ~ •, 1 OO 

R. Judah aeeme to know something, too, Pbout the pby•lc~l 

make-up ot t he wol"ld en~ WRS intere9ted in epec\llatiDR as ta the 

tniYele ot the 1~oloud1 1 merw eto. He .,.id t~t the clouds ot ;:s 
1,1\..t ~ V) ~ v.. ~(' ~,. ~ e,.(A 

the f irmament-"'tr~ve titty yeere. Mnn between forty mil•• a dny, 
lCl n.. 102 ~~)b~ cto. The tree or lite t»•••ls ttvw llun~red ·yeAra. He oom·~ 

lo. 4f..µ_, '.N.t~ 
menta on ..A1.aa.a ,. .. ,. ••••, 1aying thn.t thie ref er1 to the :; ixty 

groupe ot righteou1 in the gnrden ot Eden who etu~y Torflh. The 

tree ot life trR••l• 11~ hund re~ yeare even 1! it ie cut ~own,103 

The eun an" moon P1'e held in the tirmAment trom behind en~ ~boYe 1 . 
104 J the .other •~gee I PY l1'om behin~ an~ b~low. The ewieb and pa• 

gPn ~Pge• ~i~cue~ th~ 1Pme question, ~nd the oonolueion Prri••~ at 

/4 ~, Tanohwp B, <t1> • •• ~~ 5: -
/ .J "'t.Aa. •••• '9'16"• ,~".,"','a"'""'••• c:::J•""• •"~ -A••sta. 

'1.l1 o\-,.:. ,,.. '"'.a.• ""''"~ •·~ "·~,,. -''" 
ct. Oen, r. ch,l where it ie anonym~ue 

Cf 7 ~Gen~ r. oh,6:- f•~ "eu ,.,.. "'" ~ 11't• "'•'• •• , .. -. '"' .,\ 
ot. Mi~. SAm~el oh,~; b. Joma 20b; B~, r, oh,5 

99· G~n. ~. ch~l:• 
• • ., 0 .. ( P i o : 26 ) " •at. ,.,. 1 , t ,, 

: .... .., l'"' 
lQO, 9. V.en~ohoih 29b (ls. 26;41:

, • '"> ""! \ .a • "''". .., "" 
".,..... :> ""' .A, •• y>a.a. 

,.,.' ,"" :t•~1·' .,~_, •••\~ ., • •'C '~\II •..-a "'"'' 9'~ • .,,,a 
,,~ • . "''a. ....... 

• Judnh expltt ins the word 9 .... ._,,,. "'" ' • ., "'a •' as to "t' through 
he n•, the yo~ an~ heh, is God, t he Creator ot both worlds. 

101. J. Beraohoth 2c; b, Peaachim 94~ 

102. J. Beraahoth 29 
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i a thPt the p~gan 8&gP1 belie•e wi th R. 3udah and th• 1ewi8h ..... 

with the Rabbie.1v; 

· A Ti•id deeorip•ion ot condition• in Palestine whell 'he .... 

aiah comes is given by R. 1~dah, The houae or aasembly will be a 

bro thel, Galilee will be 1n r uina, the wiadom of the 1oribe1 will 
~ 

btlve d i sappe~red, thoae th~t fePr God will be ~SJ>i.ed, eta,106 ID 

the time to come Paleatine will become so fertile th~t grs1n will 

ripen in on e month Rnd truittreea in two monthe.107 R. Joee, ' how• 

••er, 1111:1y1 thet in Ueaei11nio tices there will be one grtt.in oro1> 
108 every fifteen dAys nnd fruit tree will rip8n every month. At 

the pre1ent t ime, 8ey1 Judah, there are eight etring9 on the 'hltrp, 

in the fut ure time there will be ten, l09 God will never r .gr in 

bring e flood, but he ·1111 v isit tire ~mt1 brin11tone U'DOn the ea rth 

a s he d id ~t ~dom,llO 

10). Shir r. to 6:8:· 
t\l • ~" " .. " .... \V' • ·~· a .. " rJI~ " .. "? 

""' A"'"'~" • ...,. ..... ,. r· 4'~~ ,,,. 1"~ "'"'., .... 
-,A• ·~\r. • ~~ I 1r '" 

•• ,..... w ""'"~" •••• 
of. Gen. r. ch._5 

104. Gen, r, oh, 6:• 
. ,..f"A. • • 1)1• pw ""a'-' ., ..,_ ""'"~ ,-. . .a· . • '""'" >' P'' a•:.'-• • "'" I"''' 

., • • .,, .=' .... .,. :-')••" .,,na.., l'"'" l"'~·J'~-'• ·•..-'-• ,., "'"''"' 'l 
: .... ,. ..... ' ,. ·~" .,'""" ., ... f _,. .... 

105. b, P11ach1J!J 9!b• Beth HIUD1~r~ 1h, Mi d. HPl l el v.89 

106. b. S~nh, 9Za:• 
~IJtl"" "'•,' ~,-tt:" A' a.. t-. 11-. ,,, 1a..• ,,, .,.... :., ... , •a.,'t "'~A "",,.. • .,, ~,.., ,~.., •~~•o• -. •-AA ... , a• •••· I'•-'"' ~,". .,.,~.,, 

.A .. a111 ~"-.aft ''9.a ,,,,. .,,. 10~"' llCM •ll')tt "'•A lt•,•toa -"".af't 
of. Shir r, to 2:9~• · ., ... A"""~ 
or. too b, Sota 4 , where there 11 more ~ ctall 

107. J• Shekn ~ 1Jn 50a .... ,,. 
108. j, Tannith 64a 

• ,,ct~-49' 1'_., ., ,~._ • • • ,, ,,,., ,A ..... .. .. ,, ,,._, ~ •• ,,., "••)I 
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Whl!i .. t is the punilhment ot the sinners in the tuture wor14' 

R. Judah 9llye there is no Gehenna ( a~~·A), but thPt tire 8J)rlnc• 

forth from the bodie3 ot einner1 and coneumes them.111 I h~Te al• 

ready shown Judah's view of the righteous e.nli wioke~ in tbe ifo~ld 

to come, the righteous eitting under the tree ot lite in Paradi•• 

studying Torah, 112 the de1truotion ot the,..~ ~•'ftn~ the etteat 

that this bad on both the righteoue end wioked.113 

l teel that R fairly comprehensive view ot R. Judah's 

Aggada has been given. Although the arrangement ie probably not 

the best, I ooult\ hJt•e had, yet thllt ·1s c!ue mninly to inexperience 

In the next chapter JttdAh' e lfJtlaohA will be considered. 

cf. 
ct. 

109. To s. Arachim 2, 7: - 1 ,.,~ ,.., ~ ~ I'"., ,.a.• ·u.uc :n," • •, 
'IA t ,,,_.,_& At~.. ., •./',... • • • ;•t ,, 21, Ai:ach,lm 13;2 

.,Sj_.o.,.c..,h_,e.,.r_t,..a..,~-t..,g_,P,_e._._8...,1_: 3; Pe s iktA r • 

110. Toe. Tannith 3(2},l:-

ch. 21 ; Tanoh1.une 12 

~·~A t _. ... 't•~tt 'J~.C IU.a,ft I.I'll. G'M ..... '-,t~" , .. ,. •"''°'"'' ,, 
"'""'" 'n• (Gen. 2:i2l ., .. •~• a'"'• -..,.. •·~• 1~,~ •·~tt 

: a•~o ..,)> 
111. G•Q• r. oh,6 

J\tt ... • JC.•••* IC'»• a.1rr•.A ""'QI' irJ) ,,u.r •9'1ft,1l .,~ ""''"' '' 
:L..•.A~~ .... ~~ '"' . I"''· J'Ui'.,. Cl~ • ., .. .., ,~Uft 

: tu't•ll"- •tr o.a"., •r ,,.,"" ... ,. "'""'(le. 33:11 l 
ct. Gen, r, oh,26 . 

112. Spir r. tt:6 

113e be 8WckR 52& 



C H A P T lf R i' 0 U R 

HI§ H!\l,ACHA 

Just AB in hi1 AggedA R. JudAh b. Ilai stands out preemi• 

nent in ht• generA. tion, so '1 oP. s h e st~n'1 he,,.t1 Rn" shoulders above ----
hie oontempo'l."R.ries in his HelPchio trA.ditions. His Relnchoth s re 

foun<' in v,reA.tet' numbe t" th.an "-'> r e those or A.ny ot the Halaohista.1 

• • 
An~ R. Jud~h s worth.and importRnce lies not in any or1~1nal1ty, 

but in the faot thFlt be receive~ the trP.cUtions A.nf\ Hn.lA.choth fl'om 

the previous period through his r a ther ( who W~9 a pupil of R. 

El iezer a nti h& a p up il ot Re.ban Jo oh a nf'.n b , ZSJ.okR.i) an~ he 1 in 

turn, h~n~e~ them ~own to bift own pupils of whom the gr eatest, of 

oour1e, W'l S R. Jud"h H~.nl'.ei. The irnportanoe ot R man Jrbo !-'f.6~• a 

link in the chAin at Jewish tr~~ition An~ l enrning can not be 

overestimated. Herein liea the secret of the hR.nding ~own of Jew

iah lea rning throwghout the ege3. Until the preaint time men have 

a risen in all genetetions to take 1.Lpon themeel ves the t 'l.ek o! 

te~rning an~ te~ching. 

An~ it Wiile not t ert f()r f ut ure genera tione to 1 e~.rn the 

great p~rt th&t R. Ju'1JJ.h plA.ye,, in keeping the chR in of tr~.dition 

from being broken. He WAS honored by his eontempor~ries who un• 

~erstoo~ that a grea t man W'l. B in the1~ ' ~i4st. It is therefore not 

surprising thPt he shoul~ alwaye ~e given the plRoe of honor in 

1. B~oher A. T, II, Jlel92; Weisa: Dor nor ''e"orshov II, 
p.137: - ••• 
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the di•ou•slon. He al,my1 spoke tir1t; hence Wll• known as •'1le 

2 
f ir•t or the 1pellk•r• in e•ery place• ( • ., .... ~ ··~-- .. ). 

To geta clear conoeptlon ot R. JudAh'• Hal~ahA it l• beet 

to go about it 1y1tematio~117, and, in order to h~•• t.he matte• 

pictured clearly, l •hall pre•ent it in lll.llil9t ~ 011tlUM tors .. To 

R. J urtah are attribute!'\ various ki11d 3 ot Half'ohoth, which Are: (a) 

the "Anonymou1• H!laohoth, (b) the tranemitted Hal~ohoth, (o) the 

deduce~ HRlschoth, (d) the Ha.lachoth of his ~re~eoe 3 sors which R, 

J utht h exnl A. ins "nd ampl 1 ties, e.nd ( e ) tho ee JI" 1 n oho th wh 1 ch he 

nim9elt ~e~uoes from the text. 

The1e l"w• a.re eir11ply ttAted by n. J'ucb1h without gi~inv, f'ny 

iituthority. They 8l'e lifll'lohoth which he himself ha-i written. An 

•""1D'Ple ot thie i s toun~. ,mon~ other ~lnce, in bs ~AbA B#\thfA 77b 

The TAn~h IVu1lmah mRke9 the st~tement tha t if one sell~ a wagon, h" 

does not at the same time aell the oxen an~ vice veraf\. R. Ju~ah, 

how•~~~. e~ys that the price p~id determ1nea whether ~ both h~ve 

been oo~ght. That 1•1 it the sel!ing prioe ot the oxen i• two 

hundred au1 we kno'' 11 t on oe thA t the wagon i e incl udet'\. 

sages, however, aai~ th~t the price is no proot.3 

2. b. Ber~ohoth 6Jb:• 

The other 

~"''"' '•' -~ l'TI T"I.:• 0'~~ •II'-'"~~ ... ~. , .. -.-. UA 
'",,,., •\•'-A1' •er •, ~., 11~ ""t"~ ·~"'' =''""" ._,, •• ,. •a'' 

-.a.a.. o·~.,.,.... ~-. "~'"' ·~ ""• '"""' ""-'•>" '"''4~ .-.,~ 1
tM WV"I "~''- ~•a.>.a. al }~ 

See alto b. B9~q~hoth 33b an~ R• Uenachoth lOlb 

'· b. Dt B. ?'ll>:• 
,, ... ' "\D• tit "'tta ..... .» r~ • ....... .. ..... " .. '"' ... 
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These ~re H~l~ehoth which R. Judah quotes in the n'Wles ot 

other Authorities. For e~mple 1 in the nAJDe ot ,R. GPmA11el II, li! 

Beraohoth 4;R. Jo3h~n 1 Tos. Oh~loth 619~ 7; R. Iahm~el, b. Uoel1 

KP ton 24; R. Eliezer b. APryRh, b. Bemchoth 15 Pnl1 30; r. Trr

phon, b, ~rubin 82; R. Akibo, ~hAJoth 14; R. Jose Hnglil~, ~. ~bA 

K"lDlllll' 8: 6 et ~l, 

III, The Dtduoed Halnchoth 

The det1uced linlachoth ( I use the '•ord •det1uoed • tor want 

of P term. The aeel .Bncyolopadie uJe! •herg•l•iteten HAlachoth•) 

are those l ows der1vel1 from stor1ea in the ive s nn~ deeda of teP• 

ohe re of the l~w. The .. ~lP-choth uaWtlly •begin with the •there 

is e. etory•, or "it WR'! told" ("•~")• A few ot these flre given 

her ewith, 

(e) The~e 1 ~ • story told ot R. noa~ w~o u•el1 to c~uee two 

of hi 11 pupil 1 to remnin in ~ oertn in pl Ace 'between Shephr"Ml Rnd 

Uehn in order to •ee to it thAt the wnter in the ritual bAth is 

~lwnys kept ~t fort y 1eeh1. 4 

.:.·~-.·· ··--a-• tll' ••• ~ ., .... " r-- ,.,... ~ .. ,. ttt •• " ... "'~ . ., .... •. ,,.," , ... 
ot. bf JoDlfl Zl· b, NedP.rim 28b; b, Ii" zir Sr; b. Shebuoth 4fb 
et. a • . 

4, to•• Mikwa\h 6,12:• 
... ,. .,,..,... ... ' •'"-" • ..,,,. r.a.• ••y·--- ".,,.... "'"''"' ., ~ .. ~ 

.... " ·~ '" • ., .,~ ···~" .,. "\,A •4.., "'Y &.' ~" • .... ... " • ..,, ~ \ itltO ft>-<L"tl 
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(bl A sukk~h o~n not be higher thnn twenty ells. R. JU~P.h 1 

ho ··ever. 111y1 it onn; A.nd he g1vea :the proof no~ by reterring to 

nn autho~ity, but simply by gi v ing a story ab out e cer~in women ~ 

who•• 1ukkRh wes higher than twenty ells a nd the s"gea wen t in and 

went out ot it an~ sn1~ nothing to her. The Rebbi1 t hereupon ans

wered t hat a woman 13 tree from the use of a •Wckah. He in t urn 

an swers that there were se•en~age s who even slept in it.; 

(c) In d11ous s ing the laws of . the Bnbbeth R. Ju~ah cites 

th e story ot Hyrcenua the son ot Eliezer b. Hyrce,n us who went out 
I 

in ~ublio on the s~ob~th with a ece~on, but t h-> t he h~d e string 

tie~ on hie finger. 6 

of 
( d) The oii ee 1 '! brought upl't>. l'TPuo.ohtl who hod fi ,,r c~ 

in Usha. \9h-.. t wee hi!! At'l.tus in the OA.ae of the Eruv,7 Reference 

to othe~ c~•ee ot the ••;•are toun~ 1n Note8• 

IV. The lialachoth of hi! 'redeoesso~• whioh he Expla ina 

Pnr.' Ampl if iet1 

In hi 3 explAnation ot HRlRohoth al ~e~dy ee t down by othe~e, 

R. Judah show1 his praoticq.1 t urn of min~. He t A.ke G a H."'lnch,. o f 

5. Tos. Sukka 1,1:• 
".,,,., .,.,. ~·-~• ""'tr'' •a-,1 ,. .. , .... ,.,.. • '"''.-.- "'~ "'"• .. 2•• 

0 ' .ltr l•"I :1 .. A ·~-~" '\J\" ftt~ n~•ft.., •J 'wt~ -"~ .. ~ ".,_" 
n •a 91••1W '19ft t '9 l"W'a -.~""t ,_a, 1-,ttll IL\1 11't~lt fllt .. \'t a•.., a• 

a·~~" • .,.,..,"" "''' .,,._,., """' )" .. ~"" n>eon 1• "~••• ""'"'' 
of• b. SpkP. 2b 

: "~'"'~ r· •. ''" , .. ta. ,.,, 
6. b. Snhb~th 14Za:-

011a.,1.-. f! .,ti'•\,. ·a~ ._., w~ out"·"~ ".,,,. .. ""''"' •:.." .,,." 
.. ,.., I~~ ~ ~ 3.:.t-.a ... ..,. """ -"~-~ IO'~ 4-JJ• "\Ote ~ ., •"11 

' 

,• 
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~nother ~n~ lll'lkes ot lt a praotioal 1••• He therefore u .. 1 ~ t • r 

te?"me •when 1• thi•• ( '-""'")9 or •wic1.er whAt oirown1t1tnae1•.11 

Tbls expre1,lon he makee u•e of not with the view ot att~oting or 

opno•lng the lAw but ot expl~inin~ it. 

V, Those !U!.l~qboth ~hioh he Dertyoei !Jo~ \he Ttgt 

These are H~lAohoth which R. J~4~h him9elt hA• work•~ out 

froM the text. Thi9 m~y be deTicted into to~r ol~•fte•, wtiioh Are: 

(al PlAin !!nn&n5 ot the fext 

Herein R. Ju~Ph gi ve 9 t he ordinPry sim~le eXJ>l~nAtion t~t 

the te -<t tmpl i•• ( I-'~ o·~ ... ) •11 •H. Judoh A.tMed Thereto• ( f" ,,. 

~,'"' ~·•)12 an~ •therefore R. J udah enid • arc a lso expressions 

wh ich m&y come in this ol~es. 1 3 

(bl Tbe PRrtiolee 

Pfl1"t .1oles like • ,.1 10• (•A) Ant\ .Ac Pt'fl us~I" in ex-plll'inin'J 

ver•es in the Bible, ehowing , Pgs in the tHrect influence or the 

Akib~ eohool on a. JudBhl4. 

1. b. Er9~1n za>:
ot. Tos, Erubin 7(5),? 

,., •• ,,~ :tft.., 1•"- ,..> .. ""''"' •.a,'\ .,,.,. 
UI :ttl'~ll Jr,ll •WIA~ 11\t~- •nn 

8. U, S~bb , 16•7 Rnd 22:3 trom the lite of R. Jgohenan b. 

life of R. Simon b. G~lllf\liel. ~ 
.... .,..~...,.,_..~r~o·m---t~e--r-f"'P'"e ...... o~f-.-.~Akibn Bn~ R. Eloztlr b. Azirli. 

from th6 liv~s of othe r •~ gHe . Sftbb 
e ~ of R. Hyro~n~s b. R. Eliezer. 

f rom the livee ot the sone of R. Joo~Pnnn b, u ge ~. 
67 from the lit~ of li~ itho s b . Sonon. Ios. Sheb. 4 from 
lite ot R, Ta rohon et. al. 

9. ll, Chl.\lin 5:l 
'I.A, ""~ •" •• .,_. ,., • ., ,., ,... , .... ~ w.. •• " ., •• "~·". • •• 



(cl Wprd1 U1tep1lblY Superfluoua 

(d l the le.11 91 lnterena 

It ia but 1eldom thnt R. Jut\ah a1e' the iii',,,. ot the 9chool 
I 

' 15 
of R. Sa-.1, u1uelly following the • ·~~ nnt1 .,.,. ., rn~thoc1 ot n. Bib" 

An e~le ~ t he • ._... 1 3 found in b. Sota 17 Pn1' Bifra VaYikEft :;:--~ 
17 (ent1) , anti of the • •-&, in SitrA. Vazikra oh,15 ~nr1 b. 'Bechoroth 13 

The gemrtri~ method i! ~190 use~ by R. Judah ant1 extlmples a re to be 

towic1 in b1 Sebb. 145 Pnd b, HorrYoth llb. He employ,., too, the 

rules ot '"'?• "" (b, Arii. ohim 13b) ant1 the 1·r ., ... , (b, wem1choth • 22'o) 
The ,, ,., ""' .... (b, Sucnr J ~: Sifr" Rmor oh,~) Anc\ the "'"'"' .. i' 

(SifrA Shemini ch.l) a~•o tin~ - ~ pl ace in hi! methot1 of teAchin~ . 

R. Jud~h w~ 9 , ho~ever, strongly oppo ~e t1 to th~ l~ws ot inference in 

oonneotfon with tne bringing together of t~o distinct lewB or chrp• 

10 Tpte Chqllin 3; M, Ber. 2;4 

13. SIUlbe 14) 

14, 81tr8 VeY1k£!! oh,15 

~6' ~ot, •el .II . ~.1 56 
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tere 1... r••lt 0. In 10118 ca1e1, howTer, he followed the,n1e.16 

R. Judah wa1 aoquainte~ with the law1 and cu1tom• of the 

Biblical and poet•BlblioAl perlod1. An example 1• the rules he 

l'ly do1!911 1n-·nga1"d · to synagogues tM.t ha'1 been 11!.id n.1te 11tnd ""' - .-. 

no longe't' 1.1ser! "' a pl,..oe ot wo1"ahS.p. Mo tunersl oerernonl•• may be 

held in lt, not nets spreA~ about in it, no trutt may be plRce~ on 

the root nor should one make or lt a short out, eto.l? Very S.nte• 

re•ting. too, is the tltference or customs in Judea and vnlilee 

pr~ctioed ln e~rller tlmes.18 as pointed out by R. J~dah. The me• 

thod ot sprinkling the .blood tor vnr1011a ooeaaione ~•well as the 

re1t ot the Temple ritual t~ken )Mlrt in by the priest• and Levlte1 

are de1cr1bed.19 R. Judah was aaqualnte~ also with the a~lary re• 

oeived by the lft~4 ""'~•who ~ere the only onee who kne~ the s rt 
\ 

ot making the •how bread ( 0 • ., .. ., •"'- :.w,.-.~ 1·•• f-A ) • The1e~en ln• " 

aiated on keeping the eenet to themaelves and were, therefore. 1ent~ 
- I 

away. Jl:·.(prta from Alexan'1ria were sent for, but they tailed. The 

·-~~ I''~ weri tinnlly i~duced to return, but only ~!ter their pay 

hA.d been r a i1ec\. One 1tuthority hold11 that their previoue 9'1lary 

wa• twelTe DllnA.he, but later oh11nge~ to twenty tour; R. Judah a'lye 

17.K. Megill& 3i3:• 
'JL' 1.a1Aa, ,.,,.... r.. ~,f\., .Al-'~•, ~·~ ,,,,.,, •a,-, -,tt1' ,_.,~, 

11'~4'•• 1·~• ..,. ,,, .. ~ ,,.~., !' ..,.,,., f'' D• .. at\ •~•"'~ a',. •• ,,_ 
~• '"''"'"'"' ..,.., ~·., •t tt.A,,. I'"',. I',. .A,., •• ,,."' .. ,_ 

..,." .,.,""' ... .. ·~·~ ·~ '",. I'""'* \"•.a ,. I" .. '"l' D->'•.,i' .. 
: .... .A9'1')1 

or. b. Megilla 28R; \oe Meg1lla 3{2J,7 
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their e~rlier sftlAry ~• twent~·tour, but Wft.S ~ ftli•e~ to tottt~ 

eitiht. 20 The To•fta (Sglcn 3,14) and th• lllebnAh (8!1tk'l 4.J) 

~o int out that there were two ailTer bftaine &t the hea~ ot the al• 

t a r. R. Judah, howeYer, 3ays thRt theee bu.sins were of pla•ter 

( ., •• ) but bad become t\l! rkenet! by the win• ( I''" .,.,,, r"'•"'l· 
For the protection ot th~ priesta, R. Jud.sh eal~ tbAt the b••••t• 

of the woman aocueed of adultery ahoul~ not be reYe&led it they are 

bes utitul, nor ehoul ~ her hair be pul l ed nown it it 19 good to look 

upon. 21 He laya down the law, too, that proeelytes bring the tirat 

fruit• but do not read the prayera; the Kenitee, howeYer, may br1ng 

the tir1t fruit• and alao pronounce the blessinga.22 or int•~••t. 

too, ~ r• h i 3 oommente Rn~ expl~nAtion s ot the gBrmenta ot the 

prleats, 23 the pr•••ln~ ot hol y otl , 24-,;he diff erence in Pe:le•~•
n1an money An~ that or other l Rnt\e, 25 etc. 

Ot muoh aignitio~noe 11 R. Jud&h'• report ~s to the 8ept*8.• 

g int. To him 1• aaaribed the atory ot kin~ Ptolemy ot Eg1'J)t oallin~ 

· together ae•enty•two elA•r• Rnd h8.vin~ them trRnalate the Torah. 26 

ie. !01, Kithaboth l,4:• 
n's>•, "''" I~"" .,.., 4.,,. .. ,, ,,,, n.1wa-.a. ;w"''°''-' ' .,,.,,. ,._ 
~· ... 1~ '"'"' ,.., • \.t.&• ;-,~ ..... ·~" .,. • ., '4'> "'"" .... ,,.., 

D °''f "4"Jl 1t;• ""•" .. .ftJCt /""'" .Ak ,._, .... .._ t• ft ".,'"'~ 
'"' ,~ '"'"" .......... ~. "••"1l .,,~ ... 

19. i~f' Peaaobim 3(4J,11; Toa, Pe1~chi,! 3(4),12; · !2.l& 
Shekallm 

20. To1. J om Rak ippurim 2,5:• The version in b, Joma 38' 
re~d differently:• 

;t'\t•'' · ~' ,.,.~-.•• •• ,_,. o••r.e .uh .,.,~ • •JW J''*' . .. 't.>-' 
1 .,~.._... o•~'" ••'"' ,..-,.~._,., 11 •,._ a• .,a~ .... a 

See a leo lo•• SukkR 4,33 

21. To§' 8~,a, l, 7; M, SotA. 11• For more inf o rm-- tion re• 
ga rding R,udA s erpl~nntlon of emple ouetoma •ee : Tt~! ~
baohii ,.9; M, Par~ 3:9; Toe, M,naohoth 11,13; Toa, Kll , ll \ 
f'6!d i J t 4 
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ln hi• own Halaahio work. R. Judah ... very •t~iot. He 

followed the rigid rulee ot the ,J)hartl••ia ohasi41m1 and •• a ••• 

ber ot the 1ohool ot Sha~~i.27 In diemieeing the queatlon aa to 

the time when a rebelliou1 ion, one who rebele ~gQinat the ~utha• 

rity ot the Beth Din, ~ pel"Yerter, or a t~l•e prophftt, eta. ia to 

be kill•t1• R. Aki~ ''Y' that the wron~oer ou9t be brought to Je• 

r••"le11 qnt1 kept until the t•~•t before he 11 exeo1.atef't• R. Ju411h, 

however, 1ays he must meet the rl e~th pen~lty a t onoe,2A And hi• 

0•1e muAt be m~de known everywhere. The wom~n ~ocu1et1 ot at1ultery 

must hRve her mouth , o~enet1 by ~ p~ir of tong•• it, atter the tab• 

let i• erased. ahe retuae9 to ~rink. 29 

Yet, in •pit• of hi• rigidity in interpret~tion ot Hal~oha. 

R. Jud~h'1 work thowe ~ great de~l ot liberality. ~rankel s~ys 

that it waa the ouetom of R. Jude.h not to ju~ge e Win too atrj•~Y 

in whnt he BA.YI but to try to di1oover what a m~n must httve ~ea~~. ~ ,_... 

.u.• oitee a1 an example a st'ltement by R. Judah via.: it one :nnk•• 

a vow not to drink wine until Pe1aoh, he meant Wltil Pee,oh ( ~·\ 

~·· ), an~ not until the te1tiv~l 13 over. The rePson for h19 

of. 

22. !o?• Dikkurim 1,2:• 
fAlf" •.1•r ''~I ,..,,p A.,t f"'~" ,~.~ a•-,.w, It.a , "'Ir .,,.,,, '" 

. 1J">A ,..A '> "'"' , ... - r"-"'' 1···~" nWh 
j. Blkk!fl'W 64& 

23. b, ff!bnch 98q 

24. b, kenAgh 86a 
25e b, SbekAl , 2~ 

26, ba Wegllla 9a:• 
,..~ ... ,. ,, • .A ... ,.., "''" •• IJ'A•~~ t')'A"•> ,. :.,en• ....... .... "'''"' 

o~· ~• "W\·" ~~ ,..,_" .,.,"', 1~ ·~, tt•jjrt •••'" ""~ 
a, a"" J.,,A ""'' a"'• • .,.,-• ._,.~·~ t ••• •"' • ••tr a•.1•1 •·;A~ 
~n• 9' .A~IA '" 1~4'> Gftlt _, ••• ,,,_. ,,.. '-• '-tk 0.l~.11 \CN'> ""' ., .. , a~" 



n 
•t~n~ 1• t)Bt it. 1• A ou•tom and a law tor .. n to drink Wl .... 

Pemf'oh; b~noe he oo\lld not ha•• lnclu~e~ th• t•a•t in the •ow.Jl 
In dl•Put.et wi th R. ~lr, R. Jwtah 11 u•W11ll7 more lenient, exaepe 

tlont beln~ •ery ?'tlre.32 H• show• hit libel'&l t.•n~enoi••• too, 

when he pei-mlt.t s .. a to be gt•en on the t.est1mon7 ot tn JCuthlll.33 

• Another in1t·1 noe is R. Juc.\A.h • point ot view Al to the 4•et.1nc ot 

g~ rmentt on the A~bbAth. The Rabbit oon1idere~ tbl1 ~ t.r~nsgree• 

tion •• R. Judah, howe•er, was brosd minde~ enough Rnd tolerant 

enough to teel th.at th11 we1 takln~ the Sabbftth observAnoe too tar 

He therefore lllYt to hie pupllt: "Duet your Carment1 in their pre-/ 
. 34 

aeno• (on the SAbbnth)~. We Pre not so pBrtioulnr ~bout it•. 

His 0~~01itton to ORpitnl ~unishment ~130 m~~k• him ~s one ~o 
:------ --- -

triea to be lintent even with those accuae~ ot the most terrible 

ortmet.35 The RPbbi• 8AV th~t neithe~ An ol ~ m"n in ~otnge I~' 
nor e ehil~less m~n o·J~ ,.., I'"., '", nor eanuoh o•, o ,-re pe1"-

27. R!ftl Zncxolopadie p.454 

2A. AQI. s~nh. 11.Z:-
'"~" ~'"""' "''•""' J'" ""''~ ·o~ '"'"' ,,.,, ""'"' ..,.,. I' 
l ,,;,,-'A' ,-, ,.,.,, ,..,,,... 9' S 1 'fl fAIA '"'•" r• tNtl~ O'"',ttt ,.,., 
\A\~ l'"ll f'A•ftft I C.4"" ~ f..f\tA f' '\"~"'' 6 ,..__,,,.,,2-..W 'tl.,4'1' 

"a_'lJ- ,,._ ,,,.~, ,~ J',''' A\J t•,.•I ....,..,.., O)lft 'ul "UtMolt 

- '\r 't~ ~ • 11.1 • ., Jra,a I""'' I '' _,,,. .,. I °'""" •at 1" ') '•' • •4..., tit ~"· .,.,, ""'" ,.~.....-~ ~· ,, .. \• ...,., ~· ~- ~,,. , .. , ... .-.. •· 
l.J•"\ ~·~ 14'• .. "".\.I 'JI.,., ••& ol'lllllfa" \.a~ ,.1'\l•I ,.~.AUi ....... ,. , •. :t•~ 1·· 1•• ''"'>- ..... •J ..... ,,,., ... .., 

ot. 'b. say. 821 

Sots .2,1:-29. Toa. 

""''~ "",., ,..,., ""• r~•" •'·" ,,,,~ .. • .A-Sa.. '\ .... ,. .... ,. .., 

(\. : ·"'"".> ._,.~ ""'.. rr·"' 
30. IZ"Anktli nnohe Ki!hpRh p.159:-

• D"'Jl '.&& 't* 1,.., ,tt1a. ~~A ,,..,~\ .~..,., 

31. M, Ned. 8;5,~ 
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mitted a plAoe in the 8anhe4r1n, the rea•on b•lJuc that tile~ ~ 

not •ery 1Mll •JllPAthiae with tho•e brought before them tor trial. 

R. Jud"h add• thnt fl meroil••• man ( ·~tall) •ho11ld 1111.o~'be prohi• 

bited trom . eerYing in suoh a o~-paoit~.36 

h~mburaer in hit Real Bnoyolopsdie37, de•oribe1 th~ 4e•elop• 

ment ot R. Jud~h 1 s Hnl~ch1c interpret~tlon. R. Ju~~.h, he SAY•• 

tollowe~ the principle or giving the ord1n~ry, common 1nterpret~

tion ( w ,.,... t•-" .,",, "'" •\}. He goes more deeply int o the 

sab.1eot of intel"pret" t ion when he pe1"11it• n kin~ to m1trry m~ny 
• 

wi••• proYided they do not learl him astray (b, Banh. 21A}. R, Ju• 

dah g fJ8S ltill f urthett when he interpretl the prohibition or keep• 

,.... •• well t! s n 1'81'\l thy womsn. 'l'he -:i'll11wt, in commenting on 

thi• point or •iew, 1nys that R. JudRh doe• not interpret th~y;-~ 

oorreot meanina.38 Hi1 interpretation finally t ake J him 10 d••~ly 7 
6nto the t•~t tlvtt he oall1 one who tr~ n1late1 a ver1e as it •t~ ndl 

a liar ( ·~~~) An~ one who 11t!1h to a ver1e a blruphemer ( ·7,Aa},39 

lying down rules of interpr•t~tton. BecRu9e R. Jud~h do•• 10 

deeply into interpretation h~ hA~ m~ny 6ppo1in~ htm. The~e e re 

48b 

32. YtPnkel, z.: n!lrqhe Ui1hn11th p.1 59:• 
. "''t" ~'"'" . .,,.,. .. , , ... .-- "'•" ... ·~ ''"'•ras,..., 

33, Toi. Oitt1n 1,4:• 
•""°> W.'At> t'l!'6 ,., • .., '• .. ,. ttA H••X "°''"' ''" 

34. )• Sabb. l4Za:• 
........ t' • ., ... ~ t'" ""~...._ ,. ... " .• .., ,. ... ". _ .. ,,. .. "9.a 

~5. ~rtitnkel j Darohe Yiehn~h p.16l; b, S~nh. 48"; b, B,B, 

36. b, Sanh• 36,l:· 
·~., 0•1.a. tit ,. • ., •"t O''tOI 

37. p.458 
•t" r"'"'n•• ... r~··· .. . ,. .. "''"'"' 

: •'\Paa q• T•'.. f" N" • 



81 
mn ny examples ot Hal~ohic ~11cu1td»n1 between R. Judah and a. a.a.. 
R. Simon, R. Jose, R. Nehemyn et al. Once R. Joae ot ~m•1ou1 

eho11tet1. to him: •Why ~o you mix up the Teri••·• C/.•._ "~· •• .-•• 
o•t•••.., ).

40 R. Judah ws.s opposed e1'0eo1~11y to R. Meir 'be• 

cause of his shal"J' dialeotioa Rnd hair 1plitting srgument1. He 

loved the 3tudy ot the Torah it1elt an~ ha~ no patience with the 

method ot R. Keir. For this reason he forbade the pupil• ot R. 
I Meir, ntter the l atter 1 death, to enter h11 ola1sroom. ·2'.W~·· he 

declared, •oome not to atudy Torah, but to vex me with their Ha le• 

ohoth•.41 R. Judah's Halaohoth beol\Jlle laws agninet those ot R. 

Meir and R. Simon.42 

I 
R. Judah s love tor interpretation, t.e. th• midraeh met~o~, 

• ot the law as over ~gainst R. Keir s HalAchic dialectic~ is turth• 

er brought.out by their t1.et1nition ot the me~ning ot NI•~. R. 

Judah 1&711 •x11hnah i1 ttidraah•, R. Meir •RYI it i• •Halaohoth•4~ 
' In other words R. Judnh belie•e~ Mithnah and Midraeh to be i~en• 

- ~I\ 

tioal. ~k Wv ~A-.t.A '•(H?../ . 

An important part ot R. Judd'1 · work 11 the authorship ot 

the es9entiRl or nnonymou1 part ot the Sitra, an Halaohic Midralh 

to J.evitiou11 an~ a pr~euo\0~\4~.0~iba. 44 The main reason tor 

cf. 

b.S~i /&-. 
38. ln lh J _, 112•• 

• •, ' I.&\ "~?"' ~tt~~ ..,,, .. JL., 0",11'' '&°'"' Jl""''ta't • • • 

39· »s Kiddu1hin 49a 
.,,.,a. ;wt "'" '"""'•~ 1••0 •~"A"'l" "..... n·""' ·~, n ''"'"' 

b. B. J(, 31b : CJ"""' '1""" '"" . .,.,, , • .,.,. 91'~'"" 1 

40, Sltre to Deat. 1;3 I 

41. b, Nedar&m 49b 

42. b. Erubin 46b:- •""''", · ~"':a :.~e,.11 :t,.,,, ·~"'' .,. .• ., •.a,. 
• • ... , .,., • ~-,,:, 1' a'-e't 1Ul9'6 '~'' i-" tft' •a.., • • • • 



82 
belieTing R. JudAh to hATe been the author of mos~ of thi1 book Qr 

nre: (s ) Note 44 (oh.IV) ••hioh point s out the phn1e . •~ .. •~..- 0 ,,,. 

used in the Talmud, ('b) a. Judah pl'eferred the Kidnlll method of 

t eaching (He Hot• 43, oh.IV) 1 and (o) 1n hit teaoh.in11 R. Judnh 

fol l ow• R. Bl1eaer a nd R. Aklba. R. Judah l>elonge ,, to the Jlidn.• 

ahich 1chool • R. m.teMr, R. AkibA, and R. Judsh • l'rank•l be• 

lieYe4 thAt tho1e pa s1a1es ln the 1e}u Sitra whic1h ooa,n. ined the 
/\ 

.,., •~ method 41~ not belong to R. Juc!&h, but 0AJ11le trom l~t•r 

writeri.46 

The out1,an41ng oontri'butlon1 ot R. J\14Ah to1 Hal&oha lutve, I 

believe, been Ht down. Hl1 wol'tl may not haTe 'bee1n ,of an orlclnal 

nAt ure, but the spirit ot hi• aohi~Yement an,, of ~lie life 11 one 

that mu1t eTer oollmftn~ re1peot. He dld not permit th• link ot 

tr~dit1on to be broken; there 11•• th• Yalu• ~nd jU1port&noe of R. 

Ju4Ah be 11&1. 

, 

ct. 

.. 

43. be ltid!\\l!hiD m:-
:"., '"·' .... , .A•~"'" ""'" 

44. lt. llgt 869 ;
b 1 Xrubln 9 b 

. . ""''" . 
., ... ""'" '"'" ·a•'" 

• • ~" U•tJl 

45. Hott•en: Zyr Etpleltuag eto. p.26, 39(t. 
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!be followia1 are pa••a&•• a•oribed to Rei .Twlab, but of 

which be wa• aot the aatbor. 

Ezirke R. Jl.11••--•·'I kodua 
1•• 1•n1w1 1·~''' 'P•i•• t•n n'P•'Pn nn1• .,, iot• n,111• ·, 

••S iD2 D'PPll t•n a•i1Dftl .,,,1 ~1PJ "1Jpll'P a•'P'PftDI a•n••• 
n'Pt,s npJI •11n1 f :ax. 12:90) •1• tn•n on· '~' •2• n•ion ~, 

&ftD aw 1 •• i•• n• i1 1 •• ., a•in2 · 
hle4laa4er (p .~86) ha1 tbi• a•ori'D•4 to R. Jolt• 
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es. 

Pirk• R, Kli•••r ob.3f ••lnaohadneasar and Iarael 
Dlin~ ~., •• ~, o•i2, n1~·~, i11,,121 ••2n•' ,.,. n,1n• ., 

D~I~ "'""·· • .,. ·D .,, ,D•I ,,,, ••11n1 .,,, npp22 D'll ,.D'"' 
on•121 an•e11 an 1121 D,11• ~12 1ne2 .~ ~11e•1.w12 ~, •• ntn 

aw2 D•1,1p 1•ne n•1tp1 ~·•·D n•ssn '11•11D r1n D'll'I 11nne•t 
~, 11"9 ~,.,, Du, tll) •I• e112 1111e'I Dn'I •1111 n•n1 a•n'I~ 

i1n2 1n11 11ft11 n•,tJt 'l•••D n•11n'I 1'1e11 '111 .,., •• •D, 
a•,11• on••n i'PDn .,., ••• 1•2'D o.,•1n1 '11•121 ,,.1 ••n 1•2 

, ••• D'll'I Dn•1nnen1 D, •• .,. Dftftlft ftD'I .,.IDI J•teo n1'111 D,., ••• 
a•wp2D Dft• ,, nn1• on21nn1 0'1112 on••,. ,,,, 11'111 '1•1n'I "' 12 
D.,, t•n• 1•1D1 D'I' 111n11 i'IDn n111 nn11 J•1nn'I •1i12 n1ep'I 

ft,D11 011 12 n11n 'I• •~sn ·~• iDf.1f ... !'ft>#•I• 2in •111n 
:1•n•1 0•11,n2 •n11 "'," ••2 n1n11 ,. o•n'I• n iD• "' ntin .,, 



V.rkt 1, P&tf!E !bell OD .laeob. •t:1 
l'M111 D'7 D'1D1J .,., •• 1•n a· ~,n21 n1n21~ iD11t n,1n• ., 

ftl'7n "" D''7,pot ft2'7n DI. ~l" a.,,,.' an·~IMD I 'ftftl)J "'""," 
n• J'ttlit a• D'1DIJ '11i"• 1•n a•.,,n •ni2 1~1 1.a•u•"'" ,•nttt 

"" l'"ipDt n12'1n n,.,,, "'" nn1•2• D.,,,., an ~•D a•nn11 n1n.,1n •:n" 1'''1 .,.,". •12" n12"" ,.,,D ••i ID'D'7a•11•"'" ,•nttt .,'"" 
n lpn "" tns''"9 D'Jit• an•.,tto a•nn1s "'"","" a•1t1i1 a" a',D'' 

:( ••· 44:1)n• 1 •on 11D' •D n1a121 '""• ' n( P•· 99:9)•••• 12 

'j lre , • .lll•••r ob,14 Pale•tin• 1• 111ck •inc• .Teruaal•'• 
"•5'2'71' .. ,,,D """DI• !',. p•Dftl 2ine D11 'D iDt• ni1n• ., 

n• I"'" "' 11 1••1 """D•• ri•n ,, itD,., "' ~ l ,.,, ""'" 11ne 
I " • 2.' • ft"" "I J " r,." ' ( I.. II': a , ' I" ". ft 1 • , I 
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