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S'Y.:r-: I ES I H 

CHli.P I'ER I • 

Chap. xl. of the Book of Isaiah ushers us into an his

toric envirorunent entirely removed from that presupposed by 

chaps . i - xxxix . Proceedi~g from chap . xl., we immediately be -

come aware that we are moving in a new realm of thought and ac

tion, and are conscious that Isaiah - t he son of Alnoz - speak s 

no longer. Instead, we hear the comforting and inspiri ng voice 

of a new prophet - cor:unonly referred to as Deutero - Isaiah -

utte!•ing a di vine message to a new age and to a people in exile . 

No more do we hear of the struggles of Judah and Israel 

against Assyria. No longer does the prophet Isaiah of JeI"li-

salem denounce his people in fearl ess, scathing rebulte, and 

admonish the nation for its sins . We are introduced into a 

new world Vlhere Babylon is the center, and the conquering 

CJrus the dominating figure . Words of consolation and en

couragement , procl aiming the davm of a new day, are spoken by 

the new bearer of prophecy when he addresses his fellow - Jews in 

Babylonian captivity. 
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Not only does a new historic situation confront us, as 

we pass f r om chap . xxxix. to the second portion of the Book 

of Isaiah, but we meet also with new ideas , conceptions, and 

attitudes, and with important features of style and language 

characteristic onl.f of the new prophet . These and other gen

erally accepted considerations (which will not be discussed Ln 

this paper) have proven concl usively, to critical opinion, 

that chaps. xl . - l v. are not the work of the early prophet 

Isaiah, who lived in Jerusalem in the eighth century , but in 

the main are to be attributed to the prophet whom we know as 

Deutero-Isaiah. 

Deutero- Isaiah is a product of his times . Like all 

other prophets who preceded him, he is closely related to the 

historical circumstance·s of l1is par ticular age, al though the 

truths he expounded speak to all ages . In order to better 

nnders':.and the work of our prophet , and to gain a fuller es

t. imai.e oi' his teachings , he must be studied in the light o:f 

conLemporary histor y. 

With t.he death of Assurbanipal in 626 B. C. E. , the great 

empire of Assyria began to disintegrate and decline very !'apid

l y as a world power. His weak successors were unable to maia

tain the political i :itegri ty of tl1e loosely-knit empire , a nd 

to withstand t he onslaughts of the hordes of Scythians and 

~·eaes who were pouring in from t he North and the East. Baby

lon , a vassal of Assyria, r evolted again in 625, and Nabopol 

assar proclaimed himself king . Seeking complete independence , 

Nabopolassar formed an alliance with Cyaxares , k ing of the 
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I~edes , and in the year 606 - Nineveh, the proud capital of the 

Assyrian empire for three centt'ries, v1as laid in ruins by their 

combined armies . Babyl on succeeded Assyri a as t he supreme 

power in Asia , and retained t his position unti l the Persian c on

quest in 5.38 . 

Pharaoh Necho II of Egypt , fully aware that Assyria had 

passed t he zenith of i ts povrer , determined to acquire one of 

the rich Assyrian provinces - Syria , before the latter fell 

into the possession of the conquering Babylonians and Medes . 

In 608 he march ed North, but was oppose:! by Josiah, king of 

Judah, who was a faithful vassal of Assyria . Perhaps Josi ah 

had visions of an independent Hebrew state with t he passiYig of 

Assyrian overlordship , but. he was doomed. to disappointment. 

'i'he Egyptian armJ defeated the forces of Judah at Megiddo , and 

Jos iah was killed in battle . Neche continued to advance vi c

toriousl y as far as the Eur>hr ates . He made Judah tributary to 

Zgypt , and appoint~d Jehoiakim - a son of Josiah - as its 

ruler. 

After t he fall of' Nineveh and the division of t he As 

syrian empire between Ba bJlon and Media , Neche hastened to 

protect his northern possessions against Babylon . Re was met 

in battle at Carchemish ( i n 6'J5) 1 bJ Jfobucbadnezzar, son of 

the Babylonian king , Nabopolassnr, and was utterly routed . 

Nebuchadnezzar cou ld not pursue his advantage owing to the 

unexpected death of his father , and he was f ..... rced to return to 

Babyl on to secure his succession to the throne . Babylon was 

now tha supreme master of Palestine , and the West. 
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Judah became a vassal of Babylon , and Jehoiakim was 

retained as i ts subject king . He paid t l'ibute for three 

years , aft er wh i ch he revolted and withiwld 'furthe!' payments . 

Following preliminary unsuccessful effort s to subdue J ehoial<im, 

Nebuchadnez.zar himself took command (in 597) of the Ba bylonian 

troops who were s t ationed befor e Jerusalem . In t he meantime, 

Jehoi akim d i ed and h is eiehteen year o l d son, Jehoiachin, 

suc ceeded to t h e thl .. one . The sieee was very short . Jerusalem 

fell and Jehoi achin surrendered . 'l'he Joung rul e r t ogether 

with his mother , court, a nd t he flower of the natio n were car

ri~d i nto Ba bylonian captivity . 

According to tlle acc ount in II Ki ngs xxiv. 1 :1-16 , 

ilebuchadne zzar carried awa,y all the treasur es of the Temple , 

and took into captivity ~l~ the f i ghting men, nobility , and 

art. i sans - in all , appr oximate ly 10, cv;r captives . Tl1i s accoun t 

is most likely an exaggeration ( Jer. lii . 28 - 30 mentions a 

o ·.21 of 4 , 600 capti ves i n three deport ation s) , but its es

s ..;1 1c<.:: is undoubtedl J true . J erusal em r.i.ust have suffered 

grea tly i n the l osn of it s best popul ation, for t hose who v1ere 

left b~hind were "the p oorest sort cf t hfl peopl e of the land", 

characteri zed bJ J eremiah as " bad figs". 

Judah, at this time , mi g11t have recover ed t o a large 

degree , f r om it s despairing plight, even under the suzerainty 

of the Ba bylonian king, if it, had a ruler of strength and vi 

sion . Instead , Ne buchacnezzar plac ed the weak and vacillat-

i ng 3edekiah (uncle of Jeho i a chin) on the throne . For a time, he 

paid h i s tribute regularly, but t hen foolishly soug11t to t hrow 

off the yoke of Babylon . At the insti5ation of Apries (Hophra ), 

, 
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king of Egypt , and With his aid , "" edelciah revolted in 588 . Neb

uchadnezzar besi eeed Jerusalem . Jeremiah agai n denounced the 

foolhard and faithl ess leadership that opposed t he overlordship 

of Bab.,lon . 

The siege was interrupted for a short time by an Egyp

tian arm., , which was quickl.,' defeated by tbe Babylonian forces. 

Jor usalem fell in the Surr.rner of 586. The po.nic- stricJ\en Zede

kiah flea , but i1e was captured and taken to Ribl ah, Uebuchad

ne~ :·ar ' s headquarters . Here , -edelciah ' s sons were put to death 

in h i s p resence , h i s ovm eJeS V1ere put out , and he was carried 

capt1 ve to t3abJ lon in chains . The Temple a r1d walls were de

stro;ed and the cit.; was laid waste . Again, a l ar(;e part of 

the populat ion (accordinc; to .TPre.Miah thP. number 1·1ai: 8 .32) was 

sent into exil e , and those who remained were the poorest of 

t l e poor - ti1e dret:s of t!le l a .id . 

Palesti!1e was ··.i./ no means depopu lated . Nebuchadne :- :ar 

appoit.ter Gedaliah , a Jew of noble birth anu character, .sover

nor of Judah . !ie was a fai thfu 1 servant , and with dil i gence 

and icsi ght proceeded to bri ne order out of chaos . Re had 

barelJ comn:enced hi s task , wJ·,en he Vias ti•eocherously murdered . 

Fearlnr: that i·lebnc1'1adnc2.zur would o.vene;e this ac t, a number of' 

Jews fled and sour;ht refue;e i n :::cYPt . 'l'hcr e , theJ probabl y 

joined other re1'ugees a nd Jews , and forrne~ the nucleus of the 

large Jewish population whic11 is known, fr0rn various Aramaic 

papJri, to have existed i n Egypt i n the f ifth century . It is 

not stated who succeedeo Gedaliah, but Judah , no doubt , was 

left in a tra~ic and forlorn condition - despoiled and bereft 

of i t s leadershi p and creative population. Th devast.at.ed land 



now becaoe the p1'e.J o f tJ1e ~wcieot ener1.,, str:.tes surrounclinc: 

Juciar1 , \';ho 1:..l - nde1'e<l n!:i: spent their vr:nl£eance on t he weal,e:--.od 

judeans . 

L~~ J~ .. ~s11 .::...aLi:JS I.: 2 .. c :LJ:;v 

The porul a ' i on . f J·.1dah was !":O I'.' torn i nto three dis-

ti l'lct parts . '.:'!1e l.:i.r.:::;est ,srmir t·en1a ir.e d in Judah, but it 

consis'Let.J al111ost ent irelJ oi' the poor , ill i terate , a11cl dis -

0r.:.a n l ;-ed Jud 1.H1t1 s left ucr:iml L.· J t J1e Eub. l cni an c onr1ueror, 

,, cc,1s icl er~ 1-,1 0 bod .,· eulcra tec to 3£:Jpt , at d i ffer-en\. t.imes , 

and settle .. the re i r. Vttl'lous co:.umrni t.ies, '.'l •• i c:1 1 11 later t i mes 

3:: r r-c i sed a 11o~t ir.;portant infl 1cnce on J e ·;:ish l ife and h istorJ . 

: .-:: -:. i i.rd sro11 ri war> made up 0 1 t!1 e e.·:ile!: i n B~tJlonia ~ Sou:e of 
ot.2iers 

;,.1er.. l i v ea in tLe ca.1. i ta 1 o f ti:e empire , 5acylou , and/were sea t -

t •~r!'!u i n outlJi.nc sett.lenients . 

. -t liri:1.. (in '\P7) a SfP.~d ... Peturn of the exiles to PC!l-

be1, ter·. ,i1.f , a k~cn under~' . .; 1d ic.: or t ile t Pue situa~ior~ he 

co;.:nscllP. -.: .: s f'7l l o 71- Jo·:;G l n ca1 t.ivl t..,, (Jer . x: ix. 4 - 7 ) - to 

b-.. iild h.:n o s , pl~.nt :a?'ciet~s , t o mar rJ cmo r cw r rar::illos , anti 

l,,1 sc J •• tho ..-;elfr..Pe o:~ tLeil' new l:::.n t: . J~rt%:ir,h had good 

rea.sonsfor t .. is ar,l):'op1·iate advi ce . ·!<.•.t ..,lo.!1iO. wus nov1 an empire 

of :r~n t. -.·:c::.ltil a nd rowe1· , :ind an import.ant center of c i vili 7a 

t.i cn . .:etuc haG.?11::::-:ar con s0l i c..a :.or. and stre r:cthencC.: h is empire , 

rrorr1oted a51'icu l ture anc. c01·:1·1erce , and sought t he esta1Jlis!w1en t 

of .r-eacc :.11cJ 01·clcrli &0'1ern111e11 i in t h e land . 

It was in tl is Pnv ironr.1ent that 1.1a111 of tlle Je ·::ish exi l As 



l ived in compo 1'atl V P f'r eeCom, uu1.; h~t·e C:evel oped t nose i <leas 

and i d eal s wh ich W8l''3 ciest im~d to exer c ise such a larc.e in

f luence on the subseq.Jent developl!'e!~t of Judi asm . They livecJ 

i n a larcer \'to1·ld t i1a n thei r ?alesti~is.n Dretnern , and U:e 

c.ha nGe c on<.i i tion s imp~lleci t !1em t o n nevi oPientt.ttion of life, 

and t o the cres t ion of new points of view in relie;iou s and 

othe1• mat ter:'l . 

Idol a t.ry , w.i t.11 its i:;orsh i p of fo1·eicn cod:= , was the 

.:,;l~ca t est menace t.o tl1e Jew i n 1-.is new environment . Laree 

numbers o r t~.c f!:·il3d .Jei'ls s·1ccu1nbed t.o t i:e lut'e of Ba bylon

ian spl ~nuor and prc~perity , a ssi n i lated , anC accepte~ the 

:;or si~.i}• o r t!1e V iC t.Or .i. OLlS _ a i., J l on i an COCS , ~.ianJ \'le.•e al SO 

u isap·poi;:t,e<.. i n -:_·r~eiC' expactations of a q.1icl: release from 

1·apti vi ',J . clive 1·anc~ C.ic '1ot cor1e , und hope be,::an to fade . 

I'"- s~c!:leC :o ·~11cse .:ews t,_tut J.av;er. ·:;as power less i ~ compari

sm •:: i tl L . . e pro_11~ .._oc: o;.; oi· ~ .• c ..: .ii.; ~ l o~_.i.an r1antheon , and theJ 

:;: .. .r:;t i-.avr~ .:icldcc easil,,' 1.. 0 ti1e c_. l t t s of :::al J l on i •1 . 

The Jewish rei:inur>t ·;;as threo.te:'"led wit.!1 e xtinction . 

l1:a i •1 a.1d acain d i o 1..!.e p ropi:cts E~ckicl ann J eutero - Isaial1 

i rive ic;h with bit Lerness an d scorn ae;air.st t he heatheni sm and 

i G.olatrous practi c '3s , 1·1:i tc.:i1 were 'lliderrr.ir. i 1 [;. Jewish life . It 

was a c r i t.ical periOCJ in ti1e i.isto1·1 of th~ Jewish r e lie;ion . 

,cul d t11e latter suf'f1H' LJJe i ncv i t :?bl e fate exper i enced b J t.11e 

"el i c.iou s cults of <:i ll con•t·JP~·cd peoples in t he Semetic woPl d , 

and lose it::; i dentity in the culLus of the com1ueri n,:: nat i on? 

!.t wa r.; noi ·1e~tinet:; to be s o . 'Tile reli r;ion of ti1e BabJlonian 

Je'll ( fo1· reo. ::;ons U1 &t CUllll v l. be d i scu ssc d now\ triumphed , ancl 
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i:1 .::al).., lc•1ia survl vet: ;:_o ma::e i1ri,1or1.a.1 co~trL ·..: tio.1s to Jucinit " · 

'.'it.11 the death of ;:elJLlcr.t?c.nc.::aP (in '161 ) the E'at .,lon-

i::tn empire be:-an to .. ec line , a:1d in t ·;10 C ecades i t 11a~ cr;rnJ· ed . 

::e was followed b" a SL;cc0ss::..on of :r~ei..le ,,,,onarc.ts , the last of 

tr!1oi;1 was ::abonid•Js ( 55f1- !i3 P' . ~labonicus was principallJ inter -

~sled ii: tern! le const.l'uct. i on , and l e f t. Ll 1e mll ita r.l' a r c; state 

ar' ~ lonian '1!:!· i r·e ·:;as imr.1 i nent . Pr>on. t':P. Z::as tern province of 

~.n sl:a .. ( an '!:la rni 1 e p r ov i nce) at'o~e a :1ew conr1uerol' , power fu l 

~:1L c.ia?·i !:'.: - c ... r-·1 . .; , t.Jie ?er sian . ·ie WJ.s des1,i!"".ed to found an-

otncr £:r f'a t e .1 :;_ l r uf t. e S"t;;t. , w •. · ,~- ·, l"vi VP.<1 :'o r l\';o centuri e s , 

;:.m; to -:x•~t ·cisf' r:.n extr-ao;-dinnrJ· i nf1. i1 ~11c e on t.ne political hi s -

• Ol' o.f t!1r: world . 

/.._'1 shan was a de9en1ln" c J o: l .. edi n , and CJrus was i ts vus -

sul p1·incc . ·;iti . t:.e aid of" oLhPr- P:;rsia11 for<'es , Cj l'US i ·evol -

in the J e~r :;19 iJccc11.c 1':11 ~r ~ "eC i~ . . T ' 1 i ne 

7i 1..il Jl iS C'Onc: .:. l i atorJ 110lic.1 , C;ru~ ri.:icl;l ... · con~cl idated t ile 

:'lersians (Slan.ites\ ;J.m; tl.e ;.eucs , t..•1d com. inued h is conquests 

1.or· Lh·1;"}~»V:::l !·1 : , ir t o ! .si ;,. : .. i •1r1' . 

dP.fcuterj Croesus , the Vi P.U.l '..lly l:i.1c of L,;cLi.a , nntl occupied h i s 

capi tal , sur dis , wlt,h its fCJ.lJ,lous treas:ires . 'l'h is was a not 

:.:.ble vic1.0l'J, vi ,i t,, ar.c.ed con:=; i derttlile territorJ to h is expund -

ir.s e mpire . 

I t was i ot tna:1 .; .,ea.rs lb.ter (in ~39) that C.tr us cirected 
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·11 is at.ten. tion to t 'r1e rap1a·1y d. · t ti 1sin eg ra ng Babylonian kingdom. 

The struggle was not to be a l ong one . After a preliminary 

encounter 71i t h 3e lsha zzar, whom he defeated , Cyrus marched with 

his a r my to the capital :i3abylon, whi ch opened its gates ( i n 

538) without r esistance or bloodshed . The record and account 

of the capture of Babylon by Cyrus is carefully preserved by 

the i nscription on t ~: 3 Cylinder of C1rus , noV1 in the British 

l.auseum. This e vent marked t he end of the Cabylonian empii:-e . 

C;rus , who was a wise a nd t ol erant ruler , adopted a 

broad policy of liberalitJ toward s t ha subject states of his 

icincaom . lie was inte1·ested in rna inta ininc the ~ood-wil 1 of 

a l l t he conquered peopl es. within hi s v.<.ist empil·e , a nf apparent-

ly treated all religions with r espect . As a matter of state 

pol~ CJ, he undoubtedl J allowed t he r est.ol"'3. t ivn of certain of 

t ile deported peoples within his empire , to thei r native l ands , 

o·~t there is no evi.ience :'or t!1e common belief that i:e pe:rr;1i tteC: 

:i ;-:holesale return of all depo1·tec pop11lat io!1s . 'i'he Cylinder 01' 

CJrus, L i fa<'t , record s 011ly certai n towns whose inhabi tants and 

eoas were r e instated . 

hn examinatior of all the facts , in t he light of cri t -

ical opini on and r ecent scienti fic i nvest i 5ai. i on , leads to the 

\.oncl usion that there was no larc e exoC.u s of Jews (Ezra ii. 6.d..-

65 mentioll s :1-2 ,"no and more) from capt ivity, during t he r eign 

of CJru s . The compile1· of tl'1e earl; cI1aptevs v!' =zr a (recount 

i1"8 Cyrus ' s relations wi t l1 t l: e e;,:iled Jews) redacted the latter 

book about the mi •~"ile of the t hird cent.u l.'J , and cri tical i nves

tic;:i t.ion indi ca tes tha t , at best , he was a very poor historian . 
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"He reveals an i gnorance of things Persian; he confuses names , 

dates , events , and contradicts himsel f and well - established 

Biblical data . 11 

The r eliable reports of the prophets Haggai and Zech

ariah (vide Haggai and ~echariah 1- viii) , who were contempor

ary eye- witnesses to the buildin,g of the 'l.'emple and zealousl y 

strove for its establishment, offer an insight into the actual 

conditions pPevalent in Jerusalem during the Temple construe-. 

tion. Their prophecies make it clear that the Temple Vias 

evidently rebuilt (cf . Ezra v. 1- 2 , and vi . 14-15) during the 

years 520- 516 B. C. E., in the r eign of Darius Hystaspis, prin

cipallJ if not entirely through the e.f.forts of the native 

population. Neither Hagea i or 7 .echariah are acquainted with 

any other temple -ouilding , and are silent regarding the 

foundation oi' a temple- i n the reign of Cyrus , recorded in Ezra 

iii. 8- 1-3 . 

It is also significant that neither thei r prophecies 

nor the compiler ' s sources in E: ra v . and vi . make any refer

ence to the return of the Bab;lonian exiles , and their sup

posed leading participation (vide E%ra account) in the re

building of the Templ~ . ~e need not necessar ily conclude with 

Kosters that t here was virtually no return oi' the exiles in 

536 B. C. E. , as it is quite likely t~at Cyrus 's broad policy 

made it possibl e for some Jews to return to Jerusal em at the 

beidnning of h i s reiun and at scattered intervals thereafter. 
Q Q 

Whether Cyrus granted free permission (Ezra i. 1-3) 

to all the Jewish exiles within his kingdom to return to 
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Jerusalem or not , the new generation of Jews that did not knoV1 

Jerusalem undoubtedl .f preferred the comparative ease of an 

establislied li1·e in Babylonia and t he strong ties established 

there , to a str enuous li fe i n Judah . Probably only a frag

ment of pions and l oyal exiles and some of their descendants, 

clinging t o sacred memories and f ired by the i dealism of 

.eutero- Isaiah, longed t o return to their homeland . The ad

vent of Cyrus did not s eem to have a large effect upon the 

c eneral lot o!' the Jews , nor is t :1ere an.{ evidence that their 

fortunes c}1anged appreciabl J i n the period (appr ox. 20 years) 

i:itervening betV1een the beginning of the reign of CJrus , and 

t he r ei5n of Darius (521-485} . 

Conditions i~ Judah and Jerusalem at the time of Hag

gai and "echariah were substantially t he same a s i n the day s 

following the gr eat catastrophe of 586 . Time had wrought 

little i mprovement . Jerusalem and it s gates were i n ruins ; 

the land was neglected and harassed bJ hostile neighbors . 

The Jewish AXile s f!'ODl BabJloni a compri sed , at best , onlJ a 

cor..para.tivelJ s rnall 5roup with no lar s;e influ ence , and lilce 

their nat ive br e t hern shared t he miserabl e l ot of extreme 

povertJ a nd depression . Hasgai off ers ample evi6ence to in

dicate t he economi c poverty of t he J.and and its i nhabi tants, 

and the wret ched state of husbandman and l aborer. 7he re

built Temple was a kee n disapi;ointment to the struggling Jews 

- a modest s tructure , unworthy in comparison wi1.ll the ' former 

gl or y ' of tne national sanctuary . 

It i s olJvious from t he message oi t)Ur prophet, ::eu-
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taro- Isaiah , that he speaks from Babilon (pl ace of composi t ion 

agreed upon by most modern cri tics) at the close of the Baby

lonian captivity , when the a s cending star of Cyrus was attract 

iig the att ention of t he whole l'/Orld . The captivity i s taken 

for g ranted; Cyrus i s alr eady well - known as a conqueror, but 

Babylon has n ot yet f'allen . The brilliant victories of CJrus, 

cul minating i n the defeat of Croesus and the conquest of Lydia 

in 546 , must have kindl ed the irnaginaticn of t he prophet, and 

inspired him to mark CJrus as God ' s instrument to overthrowthe 

Babylonian empire and to r estore the exiles to their native 

land . The various al l usions 111 the prophecJ , and the histor

ical circumstances presupposed, set the da.te of its composi

tion somev1here between t he J ears 546 and 53 8 . 

The prophet pictures the Temple in ruins , Jerusalem 

as a waste city , and his people in exile under t he oppressive 

Joke of BabJl on . However , CJrus , the anointed of t he Lord , 

is God ' s inst:rume!lt of deliverance - \mo 0 s hall build My 

city , a nd shall let Mine ex iles go free". IsPael has already 

suffered double for its sins and through God ' s grace will now 

be redeemed from bon~a~e . The comine deliverance i s assumed , 

for tl1e fall of BabJlon and he r gods is i mmi nent . But the 

exodus from capti vi tJ is onlJ the p1•elude to the dawn of a new 

and glorious day for : ion a~d Israel . Jerusalem shal l be 

O\J.ilt o."lel t he Temple f oundations shall be lai d . So ;vith e1es 

turned toward Jerusalem, a new hope and vision loom before 

the prophet , as he pours out h is measaee of consolation -

1 ti "Comfort 1e, comfort ye~ my peop e • •••• 
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CHAPT3!"i II 

One i ~ necessar ily impt'essed , as he reads through the 

prophecy of Deutero- Isaial 1, with the large amount of space the 

author devotes to the teaching about God , His character, and 

dtv1ne attributes . It is clear that the prophet's concept of 

God is the gui ding principle in his entire system of thought; 

i n fact , from it emerges h is other signi ficant teachines. 

With a weal th of imagr,y and suolimi ty of exprc~ssion , the pro

phet voices , in these chapters , the most exalted doctrine of 

God to be found ln Old Testament literaturP. . It may be true 

that. Deutero - Isui::ih ' s views of t he Divi ne nature do not dis

plaJ distinctivPly orif inal elerrents a nd a r e founded on 

t hose of earlier ~ror,:11 ets . Neverth eless , we cannot f ail to 

recogni 7.e tl1e prophet 1 s sicnificant advance in his appraisal 

and larger developr.tent of' t il e i",i vine nature and characteris

tics . To these , h e sives added meaning , a wider and fuller 

application . 

Before vre dis ')uss the prophet ' s ideas about God, it 

is important to note how , in pa.rt at least , they were a 

natural outi;rowth of t he circumstances of his time . We have 

s een that i dolatry , outside of other as similating influences, 

was the greatest menace to t h e continued existence of the 

Babyloni an Jews , particularl J so , because the latter were 

exiles in a strange lru1d where i dolatry was practiced with 

great pomp and magnificence . The worship of the conquering 
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gods with it s i mposint; r i tual had a s t rang e fascination fo:- many 

of t he s mall gr oup of J ews in ex ile . To them and other s, iah weh 

must have seemed i n signi f i cant i n c omparison ~·1i th t he grandeur 

of i a:rduk and He bo . 

:'!1~ v i c t or i ous gods o f Ba bj l oni a , cir cumstance s appear ed 

to i ndicate , h a d ove1·come t h e mi gh~ i a !n;eh , who "ms powerle ss t o 

de live r hi s pe opl e f r orr: exile . ':'ho se wi1o Lad h op ed f or deliver

anc e - for the dawn o f a be tte r da J - became despondent , a.no 

d isc ouraged a t t h e t r end o f .:;ve nts. J.'be ir h i 5h !1..:; pes seemed 

doomed to d isappoint r:ient , and trn st gave wa 'j to skepti cism. 

Wo ~1 l d Ya hweh f orsake h i s peop l e i n exile? ~las he powe r l ess t o 

s a ·.-e ? 

At t h is c 1~ucial iriurnen t i n t lle ll istot'J Li s peop '.. e , when 

t.he conflict with t h e p roud g od s of :3a b.:rl oni a seriou sly thr eat 

ened the i nt e5r i t:; of t h e r e li.sion of .Cah wel1 a nd fa i th was at 

its lowe st e bb , Deut e rc- Isaiah arose to k i ndl e t he hopes of the 

f aint hear t , to stin:u la'te t h e fai t!1 cf a ll , and to Si ve assur 

anc e that {a hweh ·:;ould r edeem I s r a el f or a g r eat moral pur pose . 

He s trove to c onve y , to t !1is brethe r n in ex i l e, h is own c ourag-

eous t~u st and l of tJ asp irat i ons . 

Tha pro~net ' s first and g r eatest task was t o r e e stab 

lish the supr e r:ia c ., of Ya lw:el1, i n t h e face of what s e emed in

superable di f f icu l tie s . The false no t, i ons o f :tahweh, t hat de

veloped on forei gn soil and became rooted i n the heart s a nd 

minds of t he exi les, ha d to be eradicated . The cl aims of 

idol a t r y ·.'lel' e t o be chal l enged and r efu t ed , and t be ' no t l1ing 

n ess ' of i dols e s t a blished . i allwe h vras t o be restor ed to hi s 
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former el or .i and p1•e-etninence. A new courage and a new hope wer·e 

t o be ir.st~lled , in t11e lrnowledge t hat fahweh alone is t h e true 

and sole Dei t.y, who will deliver the nation and bring 1 t to a 

b r illiant futu re. 

The pu rpose of t h e prophet.'s whole message is expressed 

i n the openi ng word s of his book of consolation - " Comfort ye , 

comfor·t je mJ people , sa:itll 1our God" . Israel ' s period of 

afflict i on is at an end, and t h e time of c!eliverance has come 

(ch . xl. vv . 1 - 2) . With foe tende1~ness of a shepher9, Yahweh 

ffi n self will deliver His people from cap t ivitJ , and lead them 

in a triumphal march through t he ciesert unto Zion (vv. 3- 4 , 

9- 11). TherebJ , all the worl~ will see the revela t ion of t h e 

glorJ· of t he Lord (v. 5) . This is a hope that finds its as

surance and comfort in t he knowlede;e t hat a ll worldly powers 

pass awa; anc1 are transient, whereas God ' s word alone is eter-

nal ( vv . 6 - 8) • 

This summary of t h e firs t eleven ver s es - the ):>rologue -

conta ins tiw essence of t h e prophet ' s messaee . The idea of a 

miraculous re turn from cap ti vi tJ , tll roug~1 t h e power and grace 

of -1a h weh , is the central a11d comforting t hought . -iahweh ' s 

exi stence is assumed , but with all t he tremendous power of his 

i magination and eloquence the prophet strives to reveal - to h is 

people a conception of {a lw:eh' s true t eiL.j . ne sets out to 

establ ish t he proo f s of i ahweh' s godhead and inf inity f~·om 

nature and historj·, and repeatedly reverts t o this theme in 

the course of his prophecy . 

The prophet turns, f irst , to the wondrous works of 
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r.a t u re as evidence of i'allWeh ' s omnip otence and c1·ea ti ve power , 

and asks -

" Who ha t h measured t h e waters i n the hollow of J1is 
hand , and meted ou t heaven with t l1 e span, and com
p!".~ l-.ended t h e dust of ·~::a l ~ r·th in a measure , and 
weighed t he mountains in scales , and t h e h ills in 
a balance?" (Ch . x l . v . 12) · 

" \','ho hath estimated. t he wisdom of t he Lnpn , and who 
was 1,1s counse llor that h e mi i:-ht instruct n i m?'' 
(v. 1 3 ; cf . v . 14) . '"' 

'l'hese r hetorical questions l ead. t o t l!e i:1evi table 

conclusion that no one can a pproach ... alrneh i n t.he all - powerful-

r.ess of !i is creative abil i ty and t h e perfection of His wisdom . 

"I t. is He who place i: ti1a earth on a sphere , 
And _!;uts i ts inhabitants as :;rasshoppers'' ( v . 22) . 

~e calls ou't. t h e starr / hosts of :heaven and 

"callP.th then :>.11 by nai::ie ; before One abundant i n 
~ight and strong i n power , not one fa ile th." (v. 26}. 

:t;verJth~ng is indeed insie;nificant in comparison with -iahweh, 

whethe r considered in the rea l m of nature ' s wor!G> or in the 

h istor; o~ ma~{i ~d - fo r 

and He 

" Bel1old, t h e nations are as a drop of a bucket" ( v . 1 5) , 

" brin5etli p ri nces to noth i ng ; He malrnth t l1e judc;es 
of tl:e earth as a thi r:g of nought • • •• , and when i t 
b lows upon t hem, t r.eJ wither , and i.he whirlwi ~•d 
take'Ll'l t h e ii away as stubble ." ( vv . 23 , 24 ; cf. v . 16) . 

Frorr the v ery begi nning , ' f rom t he found ing of the earth ' , 

Yahweh ' s i ncomparable power ana uniquenes s force the instruction 

" And now to •11~0,.. f.,1 en will 1e like n l1ie , that I s hould 
be eoual? :saith -~ .e noly One . Lift up your e yes 
on high , anci s e c : who hatl'1 createci thee? " (vv. 2 fl - 26 ; 
cf . ch . xlvi. v . 5) . 

In t he true k nowl eGge and r ecognition of Yahweh ' s transcentience , 

is there , then , anJ r eason why those i n exile should lac}: faith 
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and hope? Yahweh is still t he God of Israel ( v. 27 ) . He is an 

e ve r lastine God, i nfinite 1:-i power an<.l unde r standil'IG , who s us 

tains the wealc, and g i ves c ontinued strength to those w11ose 

faith abide in Him ( vv . 27 - :31) • 

'l'he p rophe t r epeatedly i•eturns to t h e t heme of Yahweh 's 

creative power a nd His supreme con trol over nature . He con-

stantly enforces his me ssage \';it.h t h i s thought , as the occas i on 

requ ires it , an d !1 ever perrni ts h is people to f o r e;e t i·ahweh , as 

t11e i!lcomparab lc Creator of a ll things , a n imate and i nan ima te . 

The Creator of heaven and ear th (vlde Ch. xl ii . v. 5 ; xliv . 

v . 24; x l v . v . 12 , 18 ; xlviii. v . 13 ; 11 . v . 13 ) also g ive s 

evidence of His c reaLl. ve ener3J and l i mi tless po\'lel' i n the 

abllitJ to 

and to 

"open r ivers on t he h i gh hil l s and fountains in 
the midst of the valle Js " ( xli. vv. lP- 1 9 ; cf . 
xl vii i. v . 21) , 

"make t he wileerness a pool o f water" (xli . vv . 18-19i 
cf. xlii i . v. 2J) o 

Al so it is H.e , 

"who maketJ1 a waJ in t h e sea , and a path in the 
mighty wat~ers . 11 (xlili . v . 16 ; cf . l i . v . 10) 

"That saith, to t he deep : ' Be dry , a nd I will 
d r y up thy rivers . ' " ( xli v . v . 27; c f . 1. v . 2) . 

He forms the light and dar kness , und c r ea t es pence and evil 
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(x l v . v . 7 ) . Not in vain did He create t he e a r th but to be 

cultivate d (xlv. v . 18) , a nd upon it man was placed (x.lv . v . 12 ; cf. 

xlii. v . 5 ; li v . v . 16) . Th us lie procla ims -

" I am t he Lord , that maket:1 a ll things" (xli v . v . 24) . 

Yahweh ' s sovel'e i g nty , clearly demonstr ate·· in Hi s crea-



tive power , shon l ci suff ice to :;ive comfo rt to the C:espairing 

and assur ance to t'.:'le skept ical , among t :-te exiles . '!'he p rophet, 

however , acj d~ces a ddi ti:ina l avlaence of :·anvteh ' s transce11den

tal position in ::is contro l o ver r.istorJ and t he destinies of 

p~oples . Ee pePcei v~s 1:.~1e cont.rolli n .£: ·:1111 of' Yalme?1 , espec i al -

1,; , i n cont 1:<r.;p0ra1'w' :1isto ric.al events , in t .1e victorio·rn ca r eer 

of the Persian ht11"0 , Cyrus , and l i ke the prophets Isaiah and 

Jer emiah before him, he becoine s t he interpr eter o f' (ahweh' s 

pn rj_)ose i n h i sto r J . 

To ti1e prophe t , ialn:eh is the supreme ii.aster oi' historJ , 

Who dirocts al l t :v:i doings of man i n accordance with His own 

purpo se . .la in·1eh ' s work a:1d wi l l are everJwhere . With prophet 

ic i nsi,:nt, he saw t :1e gu i d i ng ha11d of ~a.hweh beoi nd t he con 

ques!'.s of t he Great CJ r ;.s , whorl\ he views a s one selected by 

J.S.h\\'1~!. t o execute His pur !Jose i n ti1e deliverance of Israel from 

exile 
1 

t.herebJ _prepar i ne the -::a.j for the es t.abli s hment of "!ono 

:.he ism t h r oughout t.h e vrorld . In fact , 1..he prophet sees the 

deli VP,ra1~ce as an cccompli s hed fact . Ee ls sure t hat Bal:>Jlon 

·;;ill 1i0l d to iahweh ' s chosen '1ero , a.ncl already he p ictures 

her ns sitti :lg in t1'1e dust , " on t. J1 e c;ro1 :11d wi thout a t hrone" 

(ch . xlvii . v . l ff . ) . 

Aftl3 r h is defeat of Cr oesus i n fi.1.6 , C1rus became the 

dominating world f i gure , and it is not surp1 .. i sing tha t 11is 

astcni shi ne; victories a nd mac;netic personality produced an 

extraordinary impress i on upon our prophet aod his f'ellow - Jews 

in exile . Interpreting the car eer of Cyrus i n terms of 

Yahweh' s purpose , t he prop:PP.t hails him as t h e vlctorious and 



invincibl e hero whom .ialrnen h..i.s raised up from the East (Ch . xli. 

vv . 1- 4 ) , a.Gd chosen in His provid ential plan to deliver and save 

Israel . In consequence of t his glorious redemption of Israel, 

salvation will finally come to all manki nd i ~ the univer sal rec -

ogni ti on of iahl'/eh , the God of Israel , a s the one and only true 

God (vide ch. xliv . v. 24- xlv. v . 25) . 

The prophet portr&.JS Cyrus as tl'!.e anointed one, the 

f riend of !.a hweh , ;1ho has been r.ommissi:med b.i 'iahweh , Cl'eator 

and Ruler of the world , to consummate His divine purpose in 

the deliverance of Israel from exi le (Ch . xliv. vv. 24- 2A ). 

i anwell addresses CJrus and assurP. s h im of conti:iuel1 victory 

1..hro·.lgh :ii ~ C.i vine aid ( xl v . vv . 1 - S) • f'.l t:ioush o. s t ranger 

:.a t '. :e r e lisio!'l of iah-.1eh , C,;ru::; is honored and called to this 

noble tasl{ , not fo r his personal aggrandi 7.ement, l>u t to ace om-

lish Israel ' s emancipati on and to gain, thereby, t he universal 

r eco13nit i on of Yahweh as the one and O:'llJ God (vv. 4 -7 ) . Yah-

v:el1, the or:mi potent One , will not brook an,, dissent to His p l an 

f'o r Israel ' s redamption t h roue;ll C,/rus , whom lie r aise C.: up ' in 

riehteousness ', sa.Jin5 of him -

" lie shall build i•.JJ city , and ne shall let T1;lne exiles 
so freA " . (vv . 9- V;) 

In Israel, ' saved by the Lord wi t h an ever lasting sal

va t.ion ' , and t he medium of His revelat i on, the nat i ons of the 

l d ·11 r· d th t ~ God The restoration o~ Israel, wor wi 1n . e one ru.. • 

heralded throughout the world , will conv i nce all me n and na

tions that /ahweh a l one is God , and r enouncing idolatry , they 

will acknowledge and worship Hi m as t he only true Divinty 

(vide vv. 14- 17) . 
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In a ser i es of passages ( vv . 1 8- 25) , which are dominated 

bJ the loftiest i dealism, and are remarl{able for their singular 

beauty of thouellt and nobl e sentiments , the :prophet voice s {ah

weh ' s gracious pur pose toward all man- I< i nd . Yahweh d id not 

c reate the earth fo.c a vain purpose , bu t fo r cultiva'...iol'l and the 

i':elfare of ma nkind (v . le) . No favorite nation is spec i f i ed , fo r 

·:ahweh is a u niversal God and t he moral r-uler of the world , There-

fore , all p eople a:,e His child Pen, and all who seek Him wil l find 

Hi m near . I s rael ' s deliveran c e and salvation are the means 

~1ereb; the whole world wi l l gain salvation . Uni versal salva-

ti on is cons onant wi t i1 the very nature of God , the Eternal , 

the Omnipotent One , r.ho c;uides t he affairs of t he v1o rld and its 

peop;l.es . 

Yahweh sum::ions t he " eocaped of the nHtion s" - the hea-

~hen - whose i dols cannot sav9 o r offer anJ evldence of their 

d ivinitJ (vv. 2 ') - 21) , and in a passa~e o i' ex<ruisite beauty 

volci:ig one of tne 5 rnmiest mcssa5es of universa l rel i Bion, 

Ianweh invites t hem to accept His so?erei,snty and sal w. ti on 

"Tu rn ·..i"lto J.ie , and be ;e saved , all the ends of 
the earth ; 
For I am God, and t11et·e is none else . " (v . 22) 

The concept o~ the true : eity is open to e v erJone , and all man

kind maJ b e 1·edeemed through faith i !l la h weh , the onlJ God . 

Yahweh alone i s the source of e verlasting and eternal salvation 

( v ide ch . 1 1 . vv . 6 , B); He is the only fieliverer a nd Saviou r 

(v . 21 ; cf . x.li ii . v . 11 ; x l v . v . 15 ; xlix . v . 26) , and it l s 

His pur pos e that, in due time, all pe:oplc~ aclmowledge and 

worship Him . 

" •• uuto Me e very knee shal l bow , 
'SverJ tongue shall sweo.r. 11 (v . 23 ) 



In t he da.;1 when •. : 1 men wi l l pay l1omae:e to l <lnwt0h, a!'lcJ. s ha re 

in t he spiri t :lal b l essines wi1ich follo w from t irn worship of 

Rim, then 

" Onl} i n tne Lord , shall one saJ , have I 
righ teo1ls1wrns a .ll stren::~}1, • • •• 
I!l the Lord s hal..l all t he fol l owers of 
Israel 
Ee just.it'ied , and shall .clol"J , 11 (v. 25) 

·ahen colflpared v:i th t:.e n icht J lahw<>h , how absur d and 

ridic11lous do ti1c :oos c,f 1abjlor.. a:1u t .1e nations e.ppear , how 

unreal is t~r:?i r character in c ontrast to ilia tr11e Godhead ! 

T' , ; !H'op:1et is not content that this C'onvicti on shonld deve l op , 

inrHr ectli unr. onl.; , from !iis eYJ1aust.lve appr &isaL of fah;;eh ' s 

tr'.l.e c ]1aracter . r.e vro,, ld stren~tlvm _ahweh ' s position, ily 

s11b1"i t tine aoui tional a.no direct ev itience to demonstra t.e the 

' not h ine;ness ' and ' vanif.J ' of i dols , anr\ t lP, i r rat i onality of 

idol wor si1i p . 

The prophe t reaJ.i zet~ t,;1at i dolatr 1 ( Ezeki e l a lso 

a rnp l J t e stifies to t i1e p r e valencP. oi' i<lolat r J among t he 

exiles) , entrc,mched in Sai)Jlo ni an life am-: p r a cticed thel'e 

wi tl 1 exceeui •C mae;n i t' i cence 1 v;as t.n e C'reatest !)eril to t :"1e 

survival of t hP. J er1i sh c;roup i n exil? , anC to t i1e attainment 

of a pure monotheistl c Jelie f. He l<:ne vi only too well that 

h is meei>ace of consolation woul d .fall on deaf ears unless he 

could establi sh the f olly and i rupotence of idols , and could 

convince t11at .1."ailweh was the onlJ true T;e i ty . It is, ther efore , 

not surprisi ng that the prophet avails h imself of everJ means 

to d iscredit t h e emptJ wo r shi p of i dols , a.no engages in a 

continued p ol emi c against their pretentious claims . 
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I t i s harC:ly an understandi ns appl"'ai sal of the posi tion 

o~ our prophet to claim or i mplJ , in ef~eet , as ~o certain 

C~ri si ia!1 cri ti cs, that i1e ciid not reall J l'e!::arc t.J·1e ~ods of 

other nat. i ons as non-ex istent. In othe!' '.\'Or as , i :-i t heir opiu i on , 

U1e prophet c. i ci no t. reach the stae;.a of a pm•e and ' a bsolute mono -

t.he i Sl!l ' • It s-=e r ~s a paradox that. sucii an anusual ob s e r va t.ion 

s .. 01;.ld i:le ma ne recar ding one wh o, i noeed , st.and s out as tJ1e 

,:1·=at.est. prota50!'"1ist of n ono:.heism in Old :=-estawent lit.er&.ture . 

::is whole oei :i: is raas terP.u OJ t.he mo.10t!1eistic conception, 

·.Lich i s the v er,; ::iasis of his entire p1•ophec,; . Sve n t :'1e :..iost 

casa al reaC.er t:.lst be i : .p t•esse :: , in f :.'.ct ove rw.1el r:ed , b:, nis 

t:.e o 1e a nc: onl., true Go(. - everlasti:i[ a r-.r. ti : cl:.an;caol e - G.nc 

tes! . e ~i~ ~~ere is nona else . It is on~ J necessar_ to oi~t 

~0 ~~~ero~s ~ irect uLtera~ces , as -

11 -=,efor e : .• e t h ere w::..s : 10 Goe. fern.eel , 
j; : i i he1· s!°<'l ll a nJ 0e afte!" : e 11 (xliii . v . lJ) 

"I ac t~c ; 1rs t , an~ I am Llle l ast , 
A.'"'lc. i>-=s i·"ie i:e ti1el'"' is no God" (xliv. v . 6) 

" SurelJ Goe is i~ thee, a'1d t..:1ere is none else, 
T~ers is ~o olher God . " (xlv. v . 14 ) 

(cf. xli. v . di .xliv . v . F ; xlv . vv . 5 , 18 , 21 , Z2; xld . i.- . 9; 
xlvi :i i. , -. 12) 

'fhert:: canno t be -i,: 1 s li£htest doubt 1.!1at t he prophet 

beli e v '?O absolutel j a no unequivocally in th~ non- existence o.f 

fo r eicn deities . :ie i denti ft e{1 t he1:: v: itb their i dol!'; , w •• ich 

uecame t.he subject 01· n i s bi t terest scor n and irony . To the 

h • t · a notl1 1· n~. mo1'e -Lmreal tl1an tile ;:ads of i do l atr.{ -prop. e~ , nere ~ s _ -

" He is bor ne uron t he shoulde1• , i1e is ca r rie:·: , 
And s e t i n ~i s pla0e , and he s tandeth , 

- d t ' " ( xl vi · · ? ) From h i s place ne o n noi. remove · • v . · 
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It is unnecessarJ to labor t :1e poi -.t an.>' further , exce!)t to not'3 

that if t he prophet d ev oted n:uch effort to re!'ute a nd to r idicul e 

the c l aims of i colatr / , it ·;ias because l1e real i 7ed the gr avi ty of 

the s i tuation w~ich confronted him . 

The polemi c agai!lst idolatr ,; is developed in a. number of 

passat:es (ch . x l. vv. 17 - 2'1 ; x li . vv . "1 - 7 ; xliv . vv . 9 - 21') ; x l v i. 

vv . 1 - 71 . T!1e .vror.::et identi f i es t he !::Ods with their idols,and 

oemonst r o.tes t he extrer.;e fut i l i t J of the latter wb.i ch a r e macie 

'o.l hu man hands from met al or wood , t hen overlai d ;.i th gold, and 

fastened so that U1e1 ' shall nnt be mo ved ' . ~it~ bitter s a rcasm, 

he as:rs -

"To whom t i1en will ¥ e l i ken God? 
Or ;.·hat liken~ss will Je coirpare unto Hi m? 
The ill'.8£ "' percha nce , • . • ••. " (ch . xl. vv. 17- 2'1 ; 
xl i. 'rv . 6 -17) 

Chap . xliv . (vv. 9 - 2") is tl:P most c onplete , and ironical 

exr.osure of the absu rditJ of idola try to hP found i~ t~e propnecJ . 

Al :.nousl1 sor:ie scholars delete t :1is passace as a redactor ' s i nser-

t ion , there i s not sufficient e;rrund to indicate that it is not 

the work of our prophet , and maj be so considered . The p rophe t 

pictu r es the i dols an0 idol- makers as things of ' nothingness ', 

and then with relentless sati r e and lashing r id i cu l e he de s cri bes 

the details of t he mannfactnre of idols , wh ich i1 i tself demon 

strates :1ov1 utterlJ absur d and helpless theJ actually are ( vv. 

9 - 1 7 ) . The idolater ' feed eth on ashes ' ; l1e is blinded and de -

luded bJ his vain wo r shi p -

"A dec e i ved heart ha t h tur>"led him aside , 
Tha t !le cannot. ~eliver his soul , nor saJ : 
' I s there !lot a l i e i!'l m.)' right hand? ' " ( vv . 18 - 20) 



The idols cannot demonstrate their Deity . They lack the 

attributes of Divinity, and are unable to save (ch. xlv. v. 20; 

cf . xlvi . v . 7). The BabJlonian gods are powerless to th~art 

Yahweh ' s purpose and save their city from His chosen servant -

Cyrus. Instead, theJ are fallen in the dust , anc! are i gnomin-
the 

iously carried into cap ti Vi ty. ialrneh, / Omnipotent and Incom-

parable One , however , has sustained His people through its 

ent ire histor,Y , and will continue to do so (xlvi. vv . 1-7). 

Unlike Yahweh, the idols cannot adduce evidence of their 

Godhead, bJ t h e prediction of future events . This a rgument from 

prophecy is fr0quently advanced b:J tlle prophet as a proof of 

Yahweh 1 s sttpremacJ . J.ahweh alone is the God of prophec1, who 

has knowledge of the future and events to come . 

"Remember the 1'ormP.r t hi:igs of old: 
That I am God, and there is none else; •••• 
Declaring the end from t.he begi m'ling, 
And from ancient tlmes t hings that are not. Jet done" 

(ch. xlvi. vv . 9-10; cf. xlii. v . 9; xlii i. vv. 9 - 10 ; xliv. 
vv . 7-8 ; xl v . v. 21; xlviii. vv • .:J - 7) 

The i dols know neithAr the past ~1or the future , nor can they ad-

duce evidence of predict ions made and fulfilled. Yahweh , who 

controls t he J1istor,i' o f wan and the cou r s e of nat i ons , a:nnmmced 

the coming of CJrLtS and cui deci him in accordance v;i th His own 

orig inal purpose. ~lie past historJ of Israel offers ample evi

dence to establish lahweh's poVler to !)rophP.CJ the future. Israel 

itself bears proof to Yahweh ' s existence and unique Divini ty, and 

are witnesses to His power to predict and fUlfill . 

"Fear 1e not , nei·ther be a fraid ; 
Have I not announced unto thee of old, and declaree it? 
And ye are My witnesses". (ch. xliv. v . s1· cf . xliii. v . 

xli ii. v. 2 
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Yahwel: , i::-ideed, is t.!1e one and ::ml j true God . It is !:e 

;>"he is t he source of all li fe and spil·i tual blessi nes , f r eely 

offe 1•ed to t hose who submit to Bis Divine will. 

" I nc l i ne JO'.lr ear, and come ·.•nto 1,:e ; 
Hear, and .. -ou r soul shall live" (ch . lv . v. 3) 

In contrast to a life of worldline ss ' which cannot satisfJ ' a nd 

passes awaJ 1 obedience to Yahweh and trust i n ~Um offer assurance 

of a life of spiritual blesse~ness (\'v. 1 - 3 ; cf . xlviii. vv . 17 -

1 9) . l:"ah:.eh is near to ti10se who seek h i m and He ·::ill ' abundantli 

rardon ' an~ have cor:-.r>ass i on upon t hose wno si n and repent ( v . 7 i 

cf . xliv . v . 22) . His purpos es are not alwa;s comprehensible , 

for ' there is no searchiL £: o f nis understanding ' {ch . xl . v . 2e) -

11 For h.J t houghts are not .1our thouchts , 
]either are 1 our r.a;s i.:j wa,-s , saith the Lor d . 
!"or as the ~eavens a .re hi~her -..han t ha ear-th , 
So are L.,· wa .; s h i c;her t han .;our 'N!JS , 
And ~iy t hou!;i t.s t han Jo~r ti1ouehts 11

• (vv . e - 9 ) 

tjhe 
Yahweh it. /Crea tor I the h.ut hor of ni st:>rJ ' t.he Omni potent 

and Incom;,r;. ra t.le One ; He i s God alone , the F'i !"st. unci the Last , 

'.Jni versal c. .• d Et-;l':'lal , tile Savi o r and ::oral ?.uler of the 710rld . 

I t was such a God conception t.hat t h e prophet la bored to create 

or r evive amo 1£ tiie exiles , and to this tasl< he C:.~d icated him-

self wi t..h all t he enthusiasm and persist.enc ,y of his nature. 

In_spi red oy his own p ro found belief , ne strove to sti mulate the 

faith of the despai r i ng and cy~ical , anC: to conve.i to t h em an 

exa lted conception of the ~eit.y . 

Deute1•0- Isaiah is known as the Pr ophet of Return , and 

although hP. was inter ested i n t.he phys i cal return or the exiles 

t o t heir native land, h e was primarily concerned with their spir

itual r eturn, their r eturn t o an unfa l ter i ns falth and trust in 
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fahweh. The pro-phe t realized. ~hat o. 'retu rn unto the Lore ' 

was imper ative , before his people woi.. l d hoed h e call , 

' ~epart Je , depart Je , go Je out f r om thence ' or t he consoling 

worc:s 1 ' Comfort Je , comfor t. .:e , my people ' . To 5ir d his b r eth

ern in exile 1 spirituall~ , was t he e;reat task of our pro!°)het . 

~·hi s accomplished , a l l else would foll.lw as a mat ter of course . 

Then1 wo:il d t..hej e;rasp his vision and h is hope of a Zi on restor 

ed - of a g lorious future fo r Israel . 

Whet he!" thP. efforts of' our !'ropl1et wor. inunediate suc 

cess or not ls n nimportant . 7 o t l1e world he cave the loftiest 

and most sublir.P. cioctrinP. of' 3od e ver formulated b,,' man , and a 

s p iri i:.ual conception of religion Yl.!ich has infli.lf!nceci eve1•y 

gen er-a ti on dc wn to our 01·:n da,; . 
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CHAPTER III 

I S R j, E L 
( A Swnmary ) 

T11e burrJr.>n of the prophet ' s e11ti r e messaee i s to con-

sole his people , Israel , i~ exile, and to encour age them with 

\iOrds of comfort and hope . Isra ·~l is the center of his 

t houghts . en t he one hnriC.:. , t.he prophet s e es fahweh as the 

one and onlJ tru9 r}od l. n the universe , and on t :ie other - Is-

rac>l , as His favol"ite peopl e . I t i s J.ahweh ' s gr acious pur-

poses towara Israel and His special r e la t ions to t he latter , 

m1icn the prophet devel ops with er .at~st detail . 

A U'li •lUfl relatlonsht:- ,..~ists between fahweh and Israel , 

who is des ic;nated as ; a !1 v1eJ1 ' s ' chosen servant ' (vide chap . xli. 

vv . A-9; xliii . vv . 10 , 12; xllv . vv . 1 , 2 , 21 ; xlv . v . 4 ; 

xlvi ii . v . 20) . Numerous other ~xpressions used bJ t he p rophet 

is i ndi cative of Yahweh ' s special love for Isra'3l , and the ir 

i nti:nate relationshi' (e .e. , ' MJ people ', ' Jour God ', ' I have 

loved thee ', ' t hou art i.'.i ne ' , ' I am thy God ', ' I help thee', 

•11;; wi tncsses ', ' ili i ne elect ', ' fl·iJ nation ', ' Mi ne i nJ1eri tance ', 

' t hJ Red.earner ', ' four HolJ Ono ', ' t.hJ Sa vi or ', ' Israel My 

call ed ', ' HolJ One of Israel ', ' ~ing o~ Israel ' , etc .). The 

s e rvant is Israel in exile, whi ch i n spite of its defects and 

shortcomings, is protected bJ i~bweh anu chosen bJ Him to 

fulfill a noble anci h i gll destinJ . 

Israel , Lahweh ' s cJ1osen servant , bears w1 tness (vi de 
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xlii t. vv . 10, 12) to {ahwell ' s sole Godhea d and Di vin i tJ . 

'l'his is one of its functions . Its past hi.stor J aml contin-

ued existence, in themselves , testHy 1.o t l1e f act that 

Yahweh , alo ne , is God , and t:"lat He alone can save . tlow, '!ah

V1el1 v1ill aBai;1 d emonstru.te !!is supremac; and choice of' Israel 

by resto-rin5 tne exiles to t heir native land , t:1rongh CJr ns -

nis appoi!'ltP..d i nstrumen t (Chaps . :div . v , 2.c1. - x lv .v.lf.f} Ba:J.i -

lo 'i 9.l\d its l!elr;les s gods 1'lill fall and be put to shame , bu t 

Israel will be ema nc i pa-..ec anC: borne lJJ lahweh, who has car-

r i ed I srael from the bec;l r.n ing oi' its histor .J (vide chaps . 

1 . x_v i. . - x l Vii.) , 

I sra~l , rn11weh ' s c--1osan pcorle , wil 1. be redeemed in 

sriite '1f its tran se;1' essious , and forgiveness wil l be freely 

of t'erec. bJ iahwt-:~ , a co1;ipassionat.e :7od (xlix . vv. l" , 1 5, 1:1; 

cf . liv . vv . 7 - 8) , who will care for ~is c~ildren as a tender 

shepherd. A '1 e v1 daJ is 6a\'mi oe; ( vi de cha p r&; . xlii . v . 10 -

xliv. v. 24) . Ther~ is no ro~rn for despair . 

11 \'/hen thou passast through t h e waters , I v: i ll 
b e with t hee , 
And thJ•oui;:h t.Lle rivers , tl 1CJ shall not ove r -
flow tlle e ; 
'i!hen tlio..i ·1;allrnct t.iu•o·..:.:;h the f ire , thou shalt 
not b:' bu r n.ed , 

l 1 l • -' 1 ,, . II ( l i • • 2) Uei ti1er shal t i 1r. i' a me O.rh ... _e upon i.110e . x 1 i. v . 

7he pas L is to be forsotten, and onlJ the present mat 

Lers (vi de x liii. vv . l~-19 ; vv. 22 ff . ) . A s r eat and ~lor-

i uus fui:.ure is i n stoi"e for Israal an..:: Zion . Zion has not 

been abandoned . Her p eriod of d ecradation is over . i ahv:e h will 

rent.ore t110 e xiles speeC.: ilJ and ",ion will be rebuilt . He r 

children, s cattered ove r ~le world , will be eathereG together 

a ga i r) , am~ ... ;iun will ago.in become a 1:.lacc of ' jo j and g l adness ' · 
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{vi de chaps . xlix . - lv . ) . 

Isra0l is destined f or a high pur pose and special 

service . Al ong wi Ll1 the pro vitcntial deliverance f r om 

captivi1.,; bj c ,,·r u s , t i1e naLion ~·:ill e: :pe1·i~nce an "in 

ward salvation" ( x lvi. v v . 12 , 1.j) and will be rede emed 

:fr ot. moral a:-id relieious guilt . Israel , as .:ahweh ' s 

chosen servant , is the metiinm of tru~ relieion , and with 

l ts redemptio .. , proclaimed ihl'ougrou t tlle worl c; , idolat r y 

will be abolish e d and i.ahweh will b e u n l versallJ ac lrnow 

led,c;e<i as tl1e on~ anc .. t.nlJ true GoG (vic:e chaps . xl i v . v . 

24- xl v . ) . ;;is s p irit will be pol4red out 0 '1 Icrael , a nd 

strancers 17i 11 at ta ch t J10:3r.,sel ves to t he r estor ed nation . 

Is1'"'<Ai:3l will t .i::m 1·eali ~c its i'nll fu1.ct i on as .1.a hwAh ' s 

servant (xliv . vv , 1 - -5) . 

Sal v<ltiu·, , e1."!rnal anJ.. ev~rlast.l1 rt: , is i'rncl" 

.:> 1'i' ·J r~<.: ~o all peor:.l·~ wi10 ~ i:nc\·:l ·cit:" ;ahw0h as the onlJ 

tr~ .. e ~od . ( dde c~aps . :x:lv . ·;v . 21 n :; l i. 'JV . 11_ _7) . 

"Isr&•' l ' s c0li.:;i.:ius r:;issi o•i cul11 i 1a t-:-s i 11 a ~mi ve r si:.l an( 

eve rlo.s ~. i :-1c salvatio .... 111 • , a!JwP.h ' s special i· e la ti on to 

Isra0l i::> !1ot i ucompat i ble with 11 iE; u11 ivcrsal C(?aracter , 

for Israel, Hi s choice , is unlJ the t!le 1· i 11 111 oi' i ahv:eh ' s 

crac i ou s pu r pos•1 tovmrd all mankind . Thr oueh I srae l t 11e 

true kno1·1l e d t;e of' .a.h·:: ::h nill be r:iediat.ec.J t o all people . 
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