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PHI~FACE. 

The gt.1iding p1:>inc:i.ple in this effox•t wo.s to 1ir:tnr:; ou.t 

forcefully the leading, undeniable ideas and doctrines of Isai-

ah ben Amoz. With this in view I divided the work into threA 

parts:- first,as lntroductoryf a few necessary biographical con-

sideraHons, and the•1 a d.etermination of the Jr::aianic portlons 

of chs. 1-3 9. Having now a more or le~rn true basis upon which to 

wo:Pk, I proceeded to show what Isaiah had. in common with his 

imm0diate p:i:•edece~3sor1:1, Amos and Hosea.. 'l'h:i.s I emboc1i.Pd in the 

second (li vi i:i:lt:rn. 

To this latter, I appended the Messianic Prophe-

fl.I 
cies ... Pictm•et"l of the Puture, Zukunftsbilde1\,- with their co .. 

ral lary of the Invlolabi li ty of' Zion. The "Pie tures tt are con .... 

siderled by a~nast all critics and authorities to be either of 

secondary importance to the prophet, or - and this 8e0ms to be 

the trend of mo~ern, ra~her bf the latest thDUfht,-that they 

are totally non~Isian:tc. But th:i.s as w~:il.l C\t< the "Inviolability 
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will be disou.<Jsed in the text proper.T'he r•eo.non I appended them 

to the chaptm:• trE1atin~ of IrH.l.tab ·1n gern~ral was,that undo" the 

influence of my readings, I am inclined to doubt thrir genu1ne-

ness and so in ke8ping with my aim, not to include them with 

the leading, hndeniable iCeos of the prophet. 

He.vi ng now a ce :neral background., nnd ha vine s er n 

what Isaiah had in common with Amo~1 and Hosea, I advonced to 

the last stage of set ting forth h1.s Pt3cull ar co ncept:lom:~. Here 

I placed the id.EH:t of the Majesty of JHV:H- nnd the kt:Jy-note of 

his career-Faith. 

In the course of this d~)vrlopmrnt en°roN1 may 
,.·•'·' 

be found ana wrong interpretations met with; the~0, howevPr,are 

du.e to lc1ck of aoi :u. ty and not of earnestness. My thankr:i nre 

due to Dr.Phili.pson for sugge;;t:i.ne; the subject anc1 for gen('l"al 

aid D nd ad vi ee ; to D:r. Butt c nw:i. l"J se ~r.· for active 1 n t ere ~d~ and r:; tim-

ulating teme;t~Erntions. The. following pages wi·11 te:1U.fy to the 

-. •, 
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a.ebt I owe the author1. tie:::: I have consulted. 

~ 

April 7th. 1902 Cincinnati O. 
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CHAP rrER I : · 

Isaiah was born in the. first half of the eighth cen-

tury B.c.E. To all appearances his whole li.fe was spent :i.n 

Jerusalem. There are traditions - but nothing more- state-

ing that he was of royal descent. Unfounded• as these may be 

on.any facts, still from the propheclAs the thoupht is sug-

gested again and again that Isaiah attained and maintained a 

position of greatest respect and fear among the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem (cf.3i22vl6;8v2;7). He was married (8v3), had 

at least two children (7v3;8v3;8vl8) to whom,after the fash-

1.on of Hosea (ttos .ch.I etc~) ,he gave i..1ymbolic names. 

As a prophet, Isaiah himeelf tells us 

that he recieved h'is Call in the year that Uzziah, king of 

Judah d1ed (c.6vl). This was in 740· It would seem that he 

was very active publicly, when great political events were 

transpiring, for his most powerful deliverances are con-
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maria (n;2); the J"all of Asd()d (711) and conseque:nt f:rutt-

lessness of an alliance with Egypt or,Ethiopia; finally the 

"Alliance with Egypt" (704-701). 

During the int0rvals of his public acti~ 

vity the prophet betook himself to a circle of intimate 

f:riend~1 and. follower~, of which he was,to be stJ.r'E-l, the lead-· 

Ell'.'. This wi;u:: a holy, f al thft1l community l n which he saw the 

germ of the futu1"e people, (8vl6,~1R) •. F'or as conrldent i.:rn J:~, 

i:Jsloh WfW that the 11 .Tudg
1iment 11 would, dentroy the nati.on,so 
I 

confident was he that a "Remnant" would r~main(7v3). 

'rhif1 public and private ca:reei" P:x:tonds to the 

very last yAars of the eighth century. In 701$ the year of 

Sennacherib's siege of Jerusalem, the last and surely genuin ~ 

prophecy falls:)_ oh.22vl-5,12-14 (perhapa also s0ctions of 

oh.I).Afte:r• this w1::; know noth:l§g of thP seer. 
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B:.,.~· BOOK OF ISAIAH: 

I)- PAft'l1S TO BK RE,JECTED IN CHS.l-~39. 

In the original, standard literature of this latter 

cla.y one need but delve out the books bra1'."ing the name of the 

pmr•ti cular author to be s tud.ied, go through his text ca,tte·~ 

fully, classify his ideas and the_ result,-the lif'e ... thought _., 

of the writer. In regard to the literature of the ancients, 

modern criticism with its scientific methods has shown that 

'Homer covers a multitude of Homers', and that the contents 

of a volume do not belong, as a whole, to the author to whom 

they are ascribed. 

In attempt:tngt the:t•efore, to set forth the 

ideas of any writer of the day8 of yore, it is a vital neces-

; si ty to put e.s 1de what has come to be regarded as not belong ... 

ing to him. Th13y,, who we1"e p:i.or1ee1"s 1.n this work had to 

possess courage as well as knowledge; courage to expr•ess the 

conclu::dom:i of their honest,painstaking research in the hear ... 



ing of the pr•ejudiced plebs; knowledge to <3t:'fend thci r ear~} 
nest ~or1victions. 

With th.es<::~ thoughts 1.n rnim1, we cannot but 

admire the wonderful i.nvestigations of, and the results at~\ 

I 
tai ned by modern ::rnholars in the Bible genex•ally, in the 

Bo,QR; 0:£'. Isaiah in pa1"t:i.cular. For of this latte!' the obser·· 

va ti on has been m1ade: ... " Nl!i.chs t den mi t~lo'.t'o:n BU.ohex•n des 

Ganzes .betrabh~et, eine~ so ohaotischen Eindruck hervo:r.ruft 

als Jesaia r ... 39~tt (1). 

In the following treatment of the composi-

ti. on qf the Book of Isaiah, we limit ours elvErn to chs .1 .. 39, 

if for no other reason than the bare fact that your honor-

able Faculty accepted the subject of this thesis, thus pre-

eluding the io.e13. of any consideration of Isa:tah chf~ .40··66 

in conneat:ton with the theology of Isaiah I, or ben Amoz. 
( 1) .. ~·:r7z:A:-T':·~;1~·:·cr:~·c·;;~i 11. ( 1ss4: p. s3r}. 

' ' 
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W~ have studied carefully the discussions of some of the crl_ 
••"'-"'· 

tics, especlallyMarti,1); Oheyne(2) e.ndDuhm(3); and the 

result is that we reject as non-Isianio:-

a»- Is.10v15·34 (cf. Du.p.77f;Mar.p.105f;Che.Int.p~2) · 

4}" 
because in 15 .... 19 we have ::;:i. bad mixture of metaphol"f;l and Ir-1i .. 

anic imiti:i.tions. In v.21 ~1lµ\"'l~WiB not spoken of as the pro ,.. "(' ~ 

ph(lt'Js son as in oh.7v3. In v.2Ql ·IN?.'Gdoes not refer to God, 

whereas Isaiah calls God, 11 The Sr.niter'' (cf •. 9vl2 and the i mpli 

" , 

catiQn of the re•raln of 5v25; 9vll;eto.). l0v27b.-32 may be 

ji 
¢r . 

Isianio picturingi·ithe 011coml.ng of the enemy.(cf'.Mich.lvl0-15) 

b)- Ch.llv10 ... 1e (of.Ohe.Int.p.59f'; Du.p.A5f;Mar.p.114) 

Only h.istorically cons3.dered, two prorn:lnent ideas 1. n this 

prove it to be non-I~ianic,vis:- the gathering of the cap-

tives, and the bad blunder in regard to the relations of 

i Judah. and Eph:r-atm. 1 sad.ah neve:r knew $. Judah that was s t:re> ng 

(i )i1ia"r't~;.· f.Iand-ICommentar 
(:2)Che$'a1e·'s Introd. to the Book of' I"'a:iah·P1"oph of Is;Polych 
(3)Durun'sHand-Komrnentu:r.:.Tesaia. "'e · ·' · ·• 
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enough to opprei:rn EPhrp.:J.m; rather the exact reverse would 

come nearer the truth (of oh~7) 

O··--· 
c)-Ch.12.It.~ls generally admitted to be a non-Isl-· 

anio Psalm. appel'.lded to the fir•st collectlt'H1 of the prophet's 

writings (1-11) by late editors. 

d)-Excepting men ot the Delitzsch type we find 

that all the authorities consulted agree as to the nan-

Is, a.uthorsh'lp of oh.l3v.11 14v23,1). It speaks of the :t"e•M 

turn from Babylon; the great power of the Medea.It is im-
~-

probable that Isaiah knew of' the latter. The re turn of the 

exiles with foreign prosely~es, is on its face late. In 

ch.13v6, "The p.ay'' .is des or:i. bed aB Babylon's Day not I s::t•a-

el's as with Isaiah. In general, • from historical, theolo~ 

gical and lit1guistic conr-d.derationst this ~ection must be 

'(Iic·r~oh:e:1nt'.'p'":er;f''Wi1ere a thorough r·eview or a11 the pr1.n
c1p1e arguments pro and con &s~given. cf.also C Piepenbring 
Theo].. of the O. T. p.3; A.F.Kirkpatrick Doct.P:roph.p.148f. 
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d T 4' pronounce non-_s. 

e)-Ch .. 14v~~4--27.Ch.eyne (Int.p.79f and Polych.p.22} 

C:,l.· 

and Duhm (H.K. p. 99f) say that th1. s is ] si an1. c. Cheyne s tri.ke s 

one as being not quite so positive here and Duhm is, to say 

·~the least, very peculiar in his various interpretations of 

the idea of universal:tsm in this as compared w:i.th other pas~ 

$1]').ges. Marti (K.H.o. p1·129) !H.'lerni:i to be more logical in his 

arguments, and his conslusi9n, therefore, th~t this is non-

Is.• a cor1"eot one. Jn brief' he ::1ays that 'it is not genuine 

u-
vat ion~ Anything similar to this in Isianic parts cannot be 

found; this bespeaks ra. th er, the 1:1t?gli e.:ence of the compiler 

and late editors than a proof against Islanic authorship.Ac-
.....,,_>. 

cortding to Isaiah JHVH'S plan is fialvation (cf.ch.Bv.1'7) ;and 

the judgement that is to fall is for Judah and Isra0l(lOv.6& 

22v.ll); n.a.t."'.:":ror· thi;~ nations.•. St"'.de. 's th th t th' •. C!A _ ' eo :ry a , 1 :?~ ------
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cento of Isianio phrases is well brought in the case of 

v. 2'"/ ( 1) • 

As in the case of this last, so in regard to 14v28-32 

Cheyne' s posi tit)n ts not a firm one in the' Ruppert of' the 

r... 
Is:lanic autho1"shi.p (.Int.p,R2) .Marti agrees essrntiall.y with) 

\.,. 

Duhm. when the l&tter says(H.K.p.101): 11Dagegen w1rd in clel:' 

nach-exilischen Zeit* besonders auch von Tritojesaia, das 

Volk als ~4~und Zior1 als specialle Scheprung des Welt-

herrschers bezeichnet(z.B.e.66)· 11 

Ch.15v.1*16v.l4· All agree that Isaiah did not 

write this(Che.Int.p.83f;Mart.p.140; Du.p.102f.); that it 

is an old poem, an elegy on the clownf'ul of' Moab.It is found 

also ... though in a somewh13.t altered i~ta.te- tn Jer.ch.4-A.Some 

would have it that IAaiah adopted this among his writings. 

This does not appeal to us. Noteworthy it ls that there is 

11)Z.A.T.W. 1883 pp.16f. 
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not mentioned once, throughout the whole of th:i.s poem, the 

name of God{l3&14 of oh.16 do not belong to the poem proper) 

h) ... Ch.l?\r.12-14.The opinions crn ther,e thr(~e 

verscie v~ry to such a great extent, that tt is exceedingly 

difficult to form any sure decision. As one reads this short 

piece, it seems to possess all the majestic grandeur of an 

·Isaiah. Yet :i.nsofar as i. t agreer1 ln i. ts univer•salism with 
I. 

14v.24-27 it 1.s non~.Js. In regard to thls poi.nt Duhm,whd> 

looks upon it as genuine,says(H.K.p.113): "Die vielrn V8lker 

waren vd.1"kli ch im Heer Assurs und haben mi t der Theo log-le Je-

saias nlchts zu thun." Marti (K.H.C.p.146f.) argues pointed-

1.y against the posi t1. ons of Duhrn and Cheyne, and perhaps· he 

is correct in making it a post-exilic 'comforting' close to 

the harsh Judge~ent pronounced in the preceding verses 1-llT 

i)-Ch.19 (Mar.p.l55:r; :Che Int.p.99f. ;Du.p.116 

(J• 

The f'irst two authorities sum up the arguments f;\gainst Isl~· 
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anio authorshi~ very clearly. Thus the verbosity( especially 

markod in the use of Cl'""\~~), the lack of any reference in 

veraes l· .. 16 tQ JLtdah, the expression 'JHVH' S jom·ney to 

·Egypt', the favorable attitude towards Racrific(:'S Ptc.: all 

show that the chapter ls thoroughly out of sympathy with the 

i dE:H3.s of' the p1:•ophe t. As Duhm puts :t t: - 11 In det• That ·1 B t 

kaum ein StUck 1m ganzen Buch so "unecht" wie v.16ff, ;Jesai; 

ml!iss te gr•e.dezu sd n.e i:rnmi tieen y1e1~rnagungen verleugnet haben 

'enn er, im hahen Alter, diese Verse ge9chrieben h!tte, ... " 

,j) .. Qh.2lv.1 .. 17 (Mar.16lf. ;Du.126f. ;Che.Int.p. 

125) Cheyne in the cour>se of hi.s discu~rn1on,p:r•ov1 ng this to 

be non-Is., says that "the author is at present only in the 

tnitial stage of prophecy, as one who would become a prophe, 

he"stations a watcher"(v.6) or seer; i~e. by an effort of· 

the Will he pl8.CE18 hi ms elf Under the 'l nflLrnnce Of' the propheM 

------------ ~-------
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tic impulse. He lives in Bahylcin. The style is amhiguqus, 

not fo:r.ceful and clear cut like Isaiah's." In v.:lJ.~&12 we' 

have Aramai sms. In general we would conclude with Ma:r.•ti ( 168) / 
:· 

that Isaiah adopted no foreign oracles (cf.supra p.A par.gt 1 

k)- Ch.23~.l-8 This Oracle concerning 

Tyre is non-Is. Both Duhm (H.K.p.14~1) o.nd '.Morti (K.H.C.180) 

oontencl that the. hlstorical situation :ts not that of Isoiah's 

time.·· Che~yne (Int.p.1~'58), thoue;h diff'ed ng from thN>e two :tn 

his arguments, agrees as to its non-g0nuinenrss. Cornill(l) 

is of the same opinion,in making it contrmporaneous with 

Ezek.chs. 26--28. 
-~ 

l)-Ohs.24-27. Of this section Duhm says(l49) 

"Es gilt allgeme in als e 1 nhei tl:l ch und. als unPch t. In crer 

That, k8nnte Jesaia ebenso gut aas Buch Daniel geschrieben 

haben, wie diese Schrift." Marti (p.182) and Cheyne(Int.145) 
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vi:r•tually S{~l"(H) with Duhm in arguing from 'tht?i forms of re-

presentation, the ideas and ideals, and the Rocial and re-

ligious ci:r•cumstances described ln the prophecy.• (l) 

The picture contained in these four chap-

tere is chiefly that of a great world Judgtment(2) and of 

:its happy cQnsequenceR for those who escape 1 espedal1y ln 

Israel. It is eschatological, therefore, agreeing with the 

sentiments of the late prophecies of this sort: e.g. the phy-

sical convulsion of the world (24v.l& 18-20;); all nations 

wending their way to Mt. Zion for the coronation(3); the a-

WE!kening d>f the dead (26v.19). Then such :i.deas and ldeals as 

mank:!nd,at lei.rge had broken a divine law (24V.5); the hostr:; 

of heaven(high on0A)(4) equal to angelic patrons of nations; 

rf)°C':r. alS"o. Z:-~~nd:--·lRR4 p . 16 lf f. 
(2)cf.supra p.7 par.3 on world Judgement. 
(3)cr.z.A.T.W. Smend: 1884 p.176f. 
(4)cf. Du. H.K. p.154. 
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tho v'lnible enthronement of Israel's Ki.ng on Mt.Zlon(24v.:~:3) 

abolition of death (25v.8a}(l); the resu~rection of indivld-

ual Israelites (26v.19) .etc.:all these place this little 

book, even beyond Exilic times, in the Persian Period(2). 

m) ... ch. 28v. 23-29 Some critic fJ take th:l ::-: Eis hav·~ 

ing been deUvered privately by Isaiah, to his jrru:nediate 

following. Duhm thinks that 'Isaiah put this later to ch.23 

and re~erdR it as having been given in a ~uiet time:between 

711 and 705.' Though it may b0 Isian1a it is well nirh im-

possible to imagine that the prophet put it in 1.ts pre~rnnt 

position. The op1nion both of Mar•ti s.ncl Cheyne that it is 

one of t~e oft-recurring ttcomforting editorial additions" 

seems highly probable. Why it is looked upon as such,and in 

fact the general position on this subject of "additions" will 

~e broueht cut clearly,it is hoped, in the second half of 

----------·------( l) cf. Du.H.K.p.158 
(2) All authotUtics Gxcept Delitzsch agree as to ·its 1H'ing 
non Is. 
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the next chapter. 

n)-Ch.29v.16-24 This 18 alRo late (Du.p.189;·Mar. 

p.218: Ch$.Int.p.191). for Isaiah 'did not carry on thrologi-

cal discussions with his opponents; he simply calls them re-

bels (cf.ch.30v.l). 'l'he f'igu:r.e of the 0 B6ti!H:'r11 is ·fir~~t met 

v7 i th · i n D e u t E.l ro - I s e. i r:,1h' • 

o) ... ch.30v.18·-26 Here 'destruction is the cause for 

me:rcy whereas f'or I se.i ah the ,Judgement ls the conf':equenc(~ of 

the godlessness and not the ground for compassion(cf.Judgc-

rnent in the following chapter). The term i1~\1in connect-ion 

with JHVH is distinctly non-Is. 30v.19 is in viblent opposi-

tion to· ch.Iv.1.5.(cf. Cult in second chapter ) .In 30v.25--26 

·the Day of JHVH is not that of !sa1ah's.(Du.p.1R9i Mar.p.~24; 

Che .Int.p.197). 

p)-Oh.30v.27-33 Duhm (H.K..p.201) says:"Diese ,, 

Weissagung ist bestimmt fO.r dte GU!tub:teen und tst darum mehr 
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dedicht als Rede ...... 11 But besides thE) str•ange terms j!fi'',a'if 
T , 

and ~l-!ii.w• i1~ as e.lso the joy in celebrating the Feasts ,come 

the decisive words of Marti {K·H·U·p.201): 11 Nech J~saja war 
l 

Jahwe wait davon entfernt,<jilnf'n grimmigen Hass gegen d.ie 

V8lker, und nichts als Huld una Gunst eegen die Judcn zu ha-

bcn." (cf. also Che.Int.p.199). 

q)-Ch.33 (Du.p.215f;Mar.p.242; Che.Int.p.162f) 

The first two simply asRert the lateness of this apocalyptic 

poem and d1scuss its date. Cheyne enters into a dPtailed an-. 

alysi s and in the spirit of alrnos t al 1 the cr•i t:l cs provps con .. 

elusively that from historical, linguistic and relicious-theo 

logical~ considerations, it is non-Is.(l). 

r)-Chs.34 and 35 are generally conceded to be 

non-Is.A~l critics and authorities consulted Ret these two 

chapters as'ide and attempt to determine th0 actual c3ate of 
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their composition. Thi~,1 latter does not concern us her(~. 

s ) ·~ Chs ~ 3 6 -3 9 ( cf • Mar . p . 2 6 7 ; Che • I n t • 212 •. 2 3 7 ; Du . p . 2 3 4:) 

rro attempt a r•ehearr.:ial of the long di scu:o.rn'lom~ upon this 11 Nt:tf' 

rative Appendix», would rreult in carrying this rapid survey 

of 'aections to be r~jected', far beyo~d all proper limits. 

Suffice it to say that thi8 sectipn 1s parallelled in 

IlKines ch.18v.13- oh.20v.19 and bs 'has been c:eneN.1.lly ob .. 

served, the latter seems to contain a much better preRerved 

account. The principal point is that chs.36-39 will not be 

considered in the presentation of Isaiah's 'r:heology. 

TO round out this hurried reviPW bf the opin~ 

j.on:-: of the various suhto:ri ti es, we would conclude tr.tis chap ... 

te:r with a bro a.cl cons true t'i Vf~ sketch of the con ten tr~ of the 

genuine parts of chs.I-39. 
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B:~·-BOOK OF ISAIAH: 

2).,.CONTENTS 01" GENUINE PARTS CHS.I-39. 

740-735)- ... The ·er:u•liei:it prophecies of Ii:mif..\h are wor•ds or the 

preacher threatening the nobles, the plrbs, the 

woman and all Israel and Judeh with destructio~. 

The M~jesty of God will triumph ovrr Averyth1ng;to 

the last de£:rcH' of the ·Judeemen t :ts Hl s Arm out .. 

stretched.But now com~s a crisis. 

734)----- From the North march forth Aram and Samaria, 

leagued to effect the subjugation of Judeh.Ahaz is 

determined to buy Assyria's help,io sell Judah's 

. 
independence.He is looking at the fortifications 

of ;Jerus~lem,when Isaiah with his I:On of l.?.!.2J!li~~ 

steps up to him and bids him not fear the rnemy.He 

should s:l mply Js~eep. £g_t!?J ,rnake. no all i. i:-::tnces; hut :f:'ea:r 

God and trust in Him. Then all would hr well. 



734)~-~--- To assure the king that God would prPSPrve Judah 

from the attack of "tho~e·two stumps or smoking 

firebrands" Isa1ah uttered the "God-witht us" pro-

phrcy.To make the nation pcrce~ve the Yanity of 

f'ea1•1. ng ~-:.l ~1 the prophet published the di·-

vinely appoi~ted doom of Aram and Samaria in the 

WOrQfS II '!'"a. \JJ
1

f\ ~~\Jj '"\i\Y°:!l II• ... ,. .,. ,. ,, -
But as ardently hs the prophet spoke 1 in just such 

proportion was realized the awful truth contained 

in hiR ball: 11 8ear we but understand not;see ye, 

but perceive not."Ood will show that He ha~ sent a 

true word by His prophet;HP will make those two 

smok\ng,sputtering firehrands to a swift spoil 

. ·ana. i::Jpeedy prey in Assyria's hands; but WO El to ,Ju-
.• l •... ' .• ~ 

. , 
dah,for inasmuch as she believed not in ,JI-IVH,evF"n 

"she will not remain." 
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722)----- After this signal failure, Isaiah retires from be-

fore th<:> godless nation only to come forwQrd J.atffr' 

to give a war~ing note from the fall of Samaria 

711)-·-~·--- and then from the fall of Asdod.Lilrn the surruond·~ 

ing petty states-Judah was chafing under the As-

syrian yoke which she had pmt on her own neck,and 

. 
seemed ready to grasp at any oppo:rtuni ty bringi.ng 

he:t' rel'i. ef ~ · •The exilc-H3 of Egypt; th.e cap ti vo~3 of 

Ethiopia 'could never heip her.Isaiah knew that to 

break wi. th AsFJyria meant totnJ anrdhilati on and 

therefore cried heart and soul against any revolt. 

?04-701-·.. This state of affa i.rs reached a cltmax 1 n the last 

Par•ty w:t th Shebna at its hf'' ad influenced H0zekiah 

to make an alliahce with Egypt. "Ha! You rebels!" 

cries out the prophet in all soorn,anger,pity, 



Egypt is fl(:ish,.not Spi:r.it; man not God.Agai.n I say 

if you tt'Ur:Jt riot in JHVH_. you will not rema.i.n! 11 

It seoms as though the ProplH'ts« .. vrnrdG ,had effect, 

that the Egyptian party fell- to pieces; that the 

great Isaiah became a little hopeful; that Assyrids 

. t ' pride mus he broken. 11 The Aseyrian came down like 

a wolf on the fold",but departed,and harmPd not 

the city. 

f'o:r. h:i m who h10:·11rn.tfl merely a gl imp~~e .· Cif ~·.'the Prom-

ised Larid. The foe is departing,the si~ge bas been 

reJ. Bed; 1:1 i mu.Iii te.ne ous ly, the peopl (3 shout, dance,~; i ng; 

~Let's eat,drink,and b0 merry for tomorrow we die~ 

11 And ~wen in death ye will not be fo:rgi ven" is the 

ster•n judgment from the prophet." You will be ut-
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70:1)-~·---- to:r.ly dmstroyed,you who have no :r.egard for ,JHVH'S 

commands. But JHVH has f'oLtnded a co:r.ne:r. r1ton0,a 

RUl''e foundat:i.011 st.©ne,a. f£dthful fE'.nv who,even as 

th(-)y fo1·1owed.·G6d's '.rhor·a,wi11 r•pap the fr·ui'fJ of. 

thbir trust,Pvrn as they conftdPd 1n Him, they will 

abifte through Him. 



DHAPTEH I It , 

ISAIAH IN GENSRAL: 

A: -I SA I AH AND HI f5 IMMEl:DIA TE PHEIYEOEGSOHS: 

a.) ('o.HIS'.rORICALLY CONSILEHED. 

It ·h~''f'air to prNmme thnt Amos was ir th1' mid~~t o:f' his 

~,/ 

acti.vlty in Is:r•ael whrn Isaiah war~ c1evP1oping ·into man~ 

hood. Though a l:i. ttl.e latei-• thr:m Amos (wr: can say ... speaking 

in general termA-about the same of Hosea. At lrast the 

latter was beginning t•) retire f'rom the scene wh1 le Tsai ah 

must have just been beginning his activit~. Still histori~ 

cal abd theological considerations place these throe men 

together a~ the Prophets af the Assyrian Period{l). 

Perhnps nothing eould have given greater lmpo,~ 

tus to the development of the pro~hrtic rrligion tha~ the 

great movements of contemporaneous history. Sprakinc ln 

grneral,the history precrding the events of th0 dnhth 

cr-?ntury cou.ld ·~we"best characterized ar:1 local. Power•ful 
('i)MiCh~-1.~ ~th.~)utiii~-o.·1Jrn of thii:: Per:l.ocl, i ~1 not l ncluded Rrn th1s 

~.1 tudy. 
---------'---~----
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Israel would 8UhjPct somr petty nriphbor1nr 2tBtFB to its 

sway;revoltA Tould follow. Little Judah w0uld go onits 

quiet way,didturbed anon by thP local politics of its sun-

roundings. Internally~religion was a matter. of cult and 

whel'.'C JI1VH was' God,his existence was h©und up,limited with 

that of his p0ople Israel. Socially the morals were good w 

or bad according to the degree of prosperity enj6yed 'for 

when JeshUJ::•un waxed fa.t,he kicked. 

But now all is changed. No more th0 sham bat-

tles or boys as it w~rP;ib is the greot struggle of men. 

The world powe:r Assyria had ar1.sen. 

In thP mean time Israel under ,Je:r.cibot'lm I I had 

developed wonderfully along material llno~,but in mattrrs 

spil"i tual no mar1 vied vii th his neighbor to rxcrl. At the 

sm.me time affairs :i.n ,Judah,under Uzziah SN1 hi.s r:::tu~~e'~sor::; 

wer"f almo;Jt ~;;im:i.lar. Our p:r.ophet~1 give Btrong picturNi of 

--------
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~ne state of society as they saw it. Public morality was 

at a low ebb, the old social order was beine broken(l)~ a 

set of T'p11Bfessione.l p:r.oph.ets 11 flourishecl on their "sWElE"'t" 

prophecies.and a deg:r.t:i.ded prient-craft hell?ed to sap thr· 

stt•engtP, of the nfltion in riot1:ius living and praeticr~·~(2)@ 

Judges were corrupt(3)·;the ruling and upper classes oppres 

their illgotten gain~ 1 their usurious practice,thPy lived · 

in luxury and~ftsstp~t~on (41. Isaiah uses an~xtrcmely bit-

ter expression against the rich land-ownern when he says 

that they grind the facP of the poor as betw0cn mi11-stones. 

I~ven the h1w<lness and 'ex t:r•avaganc e of the women i. s remark~ 

vble(5). 

-...-..-........... - .. ~~··-~~ 
{ l} cf .. Ar.a. 3v· .10; 8v. IJ-"-6. Hos. 4,v. 2 , 8; 5v. 1.0; 6v. 8. I r:.J • 3v .16f'. ; 5v8 ;a. Ovl 
( 2) cf .Am. 7vl4,. Ho:::;. 4v5; Ov9. Ir~. 28v?. 3v2. :30v10. Am. 2vlg 
(3) cf.Am.2v6f;5vl2.Is.10vl-4etc. 
(4) cf.Am.2v6tA;4vl;5vllf.;6vA-6;Is.3vl4;Bv8-13fl7-24. 
{5~f .Am.4vl.Is3vl6f. · 
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There a~e yet two thinbs at whtch our Triad 

hurled tb.e.'\:r• denunclat:i.ons. In the first place the punlbti ... 

lieus assiduity in bringing sacrifi~es with which the na
'\ 

f,ion immgined it bribed JIW:r!. 'Let the feasts go their_;• 

roundo and tho offerings be brought regularly and then 

woulcl ,JHVH'S Day i::iocin come· end all would be well. )[ n the 

next place,image worah1p was preached against Psprcially 

by Hosea( 1). 

attention as much a8 the Pvc::nts tra.nspirine beyond. the na.r -

row J.:irnits of their country. As noted a.hove rt might~/ power 

was ar:i.si ng;Assyri.a ,reorganl 2:ed ,1"efreshed, under rule:rs who 

were trtHy impen~i.alistlc as well ar; martlal,we.s coming 

wet1twe.rd,conqµo~):f)ing all in its or1wa1--a vi.ctoriuus march. 

'Israel can hardly resist a world powor,and yet Israel u: 
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como soon anc'l thEm Israel will bo .~.H:i.vcd- I:r the n~the:r.n 

Kingdom was in such a predicament how pr8carious must have 

While the two kingdoms wore in fear t;J.nd dr'f'l= 

\ pa:i.r. ~md inc.1"eased the j r sacri.fi ces to ~s.i:r .pE.iase the D le ty, 

the prophetf.~ read. a vrnr1de:d'ul lNrnon i.n the app1"oach of As~ 

~ ..... e. 
syr:ta. 'l111is lor:HH.m rcpr.et1entecl ~beginnl.ngs of' univorsallsm, 

I 
of monothei::im. 

Having now had a look imto the internal and 

external statn o:r affe.irr'l in the age~ of' Amos,Hoc~rn 11 r.\nd Isai...1 

ah,we can pass to a consideration of Ll1e rcligion,the theo-

1og~ wh'i ch thetH? l!H:~n net f'cbrth in thr cour~·~r- of' the Lt• wrf .,, 

O:rote. Most of the theologica.l conceptions of Isaiah are 
based on the ideas of Amos and Hosea,e2pecially the former; 
but as'·'.LfJ only to be e:x:pectecJ. we lay mor-1t emrihru.~1is on I~ia ... 

I;' " . 

n:i.c references.) 
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A: ~ISAIAH AND HIS :mH-.1EI'JA'J:E I'HEDECE~::sons; 

b. J· .. ~(1H1WLOGICALLY CON~HLEHTT. 

UN Iv·r:~p c· ·~T r ~·\\;r 
' ,,l,L L .. _.) ·CV·J .. .. J~\ "' 

fl 

Anfe..ngex· der nouon Prophtie gel ten •••• Als dc1s I':ri.nctp a.es 

Bechts kann Jahwe Israel vernichten ohna selbet dabei zu 

Fall zu kommen,denn jetzt ist die ganze Erde der Sbhauplatz 

peines Weltens, er aelbst aber ist die ein~igE Macht auf 

der Welt,weil nur das Recht Bestand hat. Das ist der ar~~ 

~;pringliche Sinn cles bibllrichen MonothPisnu~~ .• "(1). 

'I'hus at a n troke haC: An10s overthrown the fund-

·1 

versality of God ls emphasiznft. by ou,P prophet again and e, ... 

\ 

ffi-;f7Sm.-nt:i:ie:t:·p .1s4r. 
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gfidm in the name of' .111 J'I. ")..":;!.i nil', JHVH GE BAO '.rH. {of. oh~L Iv. 9, 24; 

3v.1;5v.7 1 9;6v.3,5;8v,13,18~14v.24;17v.3,6;22v.5,12,15;2Bv.22; 

29v.6. e.J.Bo Am.ohs.3v.l3;L1v.15;6v.14;9v.5. Hos.ch.12v.6. In 

old idea w~·u3 that JIM{ was the Qod of Isra.Pl' s Hosts ;but here 

we have a dee per•, broader rneani ng. JHVH · f;EBAO~rH ·t fl the God of 

all might and povrn:r• in this world ancl ln m.1ture. 11 Holy 1Holy,Hol~, 

hi JJIVH Sl~BAOTH, the whole world is .. ~~ ....... ~~__.,...,.~~ the fulness of his glory . 

( Is • oh. 6v. S ) 

P'urthel.' proof for this broad connotat:1.on of thr term 

JHVH f3T~BAOTH and therefore for the uni ve:r.sal i. sm of these pro~ 

phets is contained in their conception of Nature. Amos {oh.4v.7 

o~iys: "AncJ ale o I have wi thd.ravm the rain from you .. and I ca.used 

it to ra1n upon one c'lty,arnl cau.r:;ec1 ·it not to rain Lli.on i::mothe:r. 

city. 11 The same thought ic:i PXPrN~sed by !sr;i.iah ln hi.s "Vineyard 

Song. 11 Becaur.e of the bitter returns for ,JHVH' ~; kindness Goel 
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wi 11 not let i:rny raim come down on th i. s plant which Wf;\r1 one e 

a delight toh:im.(cf .. al::'JO ch.2v.5ff,. wher•c God tr:l.umplrn over 

all natU1''¢). 

But. the bro~:tc1est sentiment on God. 1 s rule throughout the 

Uni.verse lr.1 contalned in the challenge Isaiah throws down to 

Ahaz: to e.~ik a sign of JHVH, 11 Deep unto Sheol,high unto Heaven'" 

i.e.in any part of the universe(l).As a necessary consequence 

Ood is not bound up in Israel's life. 

That God is not limited to Israel and its existence, 

that He is not national but universal, Amos brings out in the 

ntnth chapter of h1::( book'! '"True,it. was I,JHVH,Who by•ou~~ht you 

oh Isr·ael out of Egypt;but I JHVH also brouc;ht th8 Phil:i.st:lnes 

f1~om Caph.tor ano Ars.m from Kit·"(Am.ch.9v.'7). But tn Amos ch.Gvlf 

o.nd ch.9v.l-4 we have th~ prototype of Isai.ah'ri view of the 

Universal God in regard to the act~ons of the nations. Isaiah 

(I) of.Me.r''.'Ji~'.H.0:-p.75:"T?or ,JHVH SEBAOTH also Clai:rn I,ect.Prof .Lev:i 8.!': 

~nd ButtenwJ.Aner and Sm.Alt.Hel.p20lf.Che.Pro.Jls.p.11. ejrn. 
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says that Goc.1 b:t'ings on Assy:r.•ia; :i. t :ls a i•od 1n Hid Hand to pun 

i 
i~h the wicked,the proud and the rebellious(Is.chs.5v.26;7v.18; 

Bv.7;9v.10;10v.5-15;20v.3f;28v.2,11;29v.6.).Thie idea of univer 

~rnlism-was more tentative than abs.CH.ute. It vvas 11.mitecl. i.n two 

wo.ys: the p:t:iophet~'J eould not entirely pa::is ovor Is:r.ael as o. cho ... 

sen people,and more especially from the fact,.that,thoue;h com-

par1'.tively spe.aking the'l world or the prophets was a lorg0 .one 

r:itill,it war.-'.l made f.'rom their contemporaneuu~".1 hit-:tory,ana. thus., 

for those of this Assyrian period it was increased in an appre-

ciable way by the single addition of the worldpowen,Assyria. 

\ 
MN~OTHEISM. 

Closely allied to prophetic universalism was its man-

atheism. This was asserted in a negative as well as tn a posi-

tive way: the former by the attitude assumed towards image wot_ 

shiP•Ho~rna was very ernphatic i·' this rTr5pect *:'u1cl characterii;rnd 

':;:,~ "' 

the alt,rs as sins and the ·whole pr•acticP of foreie;n cults as 
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well as native cL1lts ,as fai thlesnnerrn to ,JHVH: 11 f"or the imt;i.ge~:i 

r . 
art:i naught b~ the wo:r.•k of' the J:wndf1 or men 11'(HofH~ch.8v.6). in a 

~: i ' '. . 
sinri.lo.r st~s.in Tsai.ah proacher:i against the cult ana :l.oolo.try; . 
but comparing him to Hoseo in the latter respect Du~m·says(l): 

,, . 

11 D l ~) Wa.ffe ,lti e J'esata s chw:l. ngt, war ohnc 2'lweif el von gross er er 

Wirkmng und zeugt von ml'lcl~tige:r.Ptn Geist,als diE' sanftE'n i!'liU.ttel, 

derenssich Hosea bedi~nt;aber die Macht und selbst die Hoheit 

Gottes sind ~or.,.~rst elementar~ Beg1"iffe und Jesaia wl1rde von 

1

rein religi~sem Gepichtspunct betrachtet tiefbr stehen als Ho-

~1ea,wenn er i!l.hnlich wie dieser s<:.d.ne Haupth~tigkeit rn:lt der Be·~ 

\ 
\ 

k&mpfung der A,bgl:Hterei erscht'.ipfthhllitte." The d:l.sdaim with r 1
: 

v1hich he ~1peaks o:r theDe pr•oducts of.'' human hcmd:twork :i.n ch.2; 

the Egyptian god~J char·~J-cteri ~:ed a~~ powerle::rn on thP di::ty of Godl:i 

vlsitation,ch.10v.4;the irony of thr speech thP prophet puts in 

to thr mouth of Assyria,ch.lOV.ll;thc comtcmpt w:i.th ·which he 



( ~~ •:l' ) c,J't.J 

,, 
! ! 

handles the imported id~o}atrous practicrs(ch.17v.IO,ll contin-

uod in ch.18v.e(1),ch.28v.15f·,in connrctinn ~ith v~ich hla~tt 

cJen Jersualemern dtbe ZurversTuch t vtnl iger fHcherhei t; jedoch 

" ma.ch t der Aur1druck wsth:rs che lnl i ch ,dasr-:i dos BUndnii3 m.i t AgyJ> ten 

" agyptische Mysterien und Zauberei nach ,Terustllcm gebracht hat, 

dureh welche man si ch vor Tod und Scheol e;er:: chlHz t glaubte ,ge-

rade wie das B~ndnis mit Syrien den Israeliten den Adoniskult 

b:rachte 17v.10f'. In den Augen des Frorihetcn i.st diese Magie und 

eie nichts anders bPzeichnen und darum legt er diese Bezeich~ 

nungauch den Jerusalemern in den Mund,um recht schn0idena sFin 

Urtcil Bbsr ihre Illusion und ihren rrahn zu f&llen: Wi~ sind 

geg(~rn a11eri Ungltlck gcfe1,t,'Den w:lr haben I.il!tge zu unsercr Zu-

flucht gemacht und :ln Trug ems geborgen,,n) ;All thEHH~ :r.efrrences 

Ti1' .. c r :M~l~ :1;t: ·I-r.-c:-;:I4~ r . 
( 2) cf. Mar. K. I·r. c. p. 20 7. 
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do not brint; out I~rniah'~1 conce>ption :)f' the idolfJ as clearly af.! 

the nome he is cenerally acknowledged to have coined f0r them: 

Q'0~~from ~~' meaning nothincnesses (1). These are what mPn 

make with their hands, then actually worshi. p them; th cs e are whmy 

human beings fabricate with their fingerR and r0ally how hefore 

thPm(cf.oh.2v.6). The natural conclusion thP prophet himself 

d:r.av.,•: 'I1.hes e no th 1. ngness N~ must E:n ti rely pas8 away, ,JI-IVH Alone 

is exalted Q§ God (2); 

~3urely this v1.ev: od'! ic1ols.try in addition to what 

was said above on Lrnivorstil.lism would make o surt-: foundation for 

pure monotheism. But there was a positive side nl8o, rmbodied 

in the conception of the relation between God and Israel,and 

that o:r the Ih .. 1y of JHVH. 

(I)d.1ex.ae;'"'.-i):47'i-:-:-:M-;;ociated by tho pr•ophPt~~ vd th thr i

dea o:r wot1thle~~ snf.lD s, Dnd ur:~ ed hy them 1. n lroni. cal contrast wi th h: 
(2)cf. Mar.K.H. c. p.31 for thr reconstructed refrain of ch.2. 
»net Nichtse abor -8amt und sondPrs gehn sje su nichtP." 
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Jl:IVH AND I SHAI!'L 

Isalah vrns 1.21fluencea. morf? l'ly Amos tl:ia'l HosPO. ln his 

torcd the sam~ viewon thr part of thr p0oplr as to thrir ~rla~ 

ti on with JHVFI. And ind.eed Amos ,Ho~n:;t1 anc'l. Iso.'i.ah agreed with 

their f'ellow countrymen :1.n sci.yine; that Jl!VH bor~) ~i. speci.al 1·e·-

lation to Israel. Amos sayfJ (3v~l) :'11 Ifo:a.~ thh-,i vmrd that the 

Lord hath spoken against you, Oh Ch1ldrem o~ Israel,against the 

whole family v1h:tch I br•oucht up o\lt of thr land of 1Bgypt i:mying 

tJndoubtedly I have taken more care of you. than I have of oTl 

the familles of the' earth, therefore will I vi.sit upon you all 

your in~q0tties.•(l). Of the three, Hosea concieves thr closrst 

relatiomihip,@dn' Is:r.ael is a 'PatthlNrn Wife' to hE'T.' Lorcl JHVH, 

as well as s. ch1.ld (llv.1) whi.ch JHVH lr)vec1.,a ;.1on,whnrn He called 

out of Egypt;He took him in HiA Arms,hut the ch,ld knew not 

(l) From the translation of th0 class lecturrR by Prof.Buttwe-

wl es or. 
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that JHVH heal~'d him. 

Isaiah says (lv.2,3) that JHVH has car0d for Is-

gerc Erzi ehung gogbt:en, alp, d:l e t~b:i:•iigen V~lker erf uhren 11
'(

1 l) but 

they havo rebelled,not listrned to the fatherly teachine;.In 

that it would yield a good ~intage,but bttter as gall was the 

harvest. Such ·waR the 

tr•ouble th~lmselver.~ abou:ID thei.r Fr.1.ther' s couna:bl, or hfilip··'Gftiicl-

betwer··n JHVH and Israel wa;J a pol.nt of o.e;l'eenrnnt between the 

three prophets trnd the peor:le. BL1t this was the beglnning and 

end of the agreement; ~or the nation,according to these grrat 

rrrrv~-r-: K. H: c. -p .. : ·3----



In th(' f 'i. rr-i t ple,c e., in ri::)ga:rc1 to the cult. Am<:>s and 

especially Hosea err equally as~ff iD6t;morr vehement thnn,lsli-

ah·;.in their.• (Jenunciations of this t1 b:l:'ibrry~· 11 P:r.acti . .cally speri.l\:.~ 

U1g:~: we have but one g:rent outcry of Isaiah against th(' multi-· 

· tude of sacrifices(Is.lv.llf) ,and this reaas like a transcript 

of Amos 5V~2lf. God deRires not,nay He despises thr burnt of-

ferings, the perfunctory prayers cannot reach His Ear.(l~'Hi! 

Face is turned away frcJrn people who load Hin al tarn with th1~ 

spoils of their injustlce and oppression. Hosee reachrR thP 

declares that such is sati~ffing to Baalim only. 

1 If not bt11·1sacrifi.cPs, then how ts t.hr G<?,.Q __ 9.L1E.~ 

bly Cf.:J..rry out thn:t:r dutief1 to tht'ir partner,God,i:f' not by bring 
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ing burnt offeringA . 

We come now to the next poJnt of disngrePment he-

tw(rnn the prophetE1 ond t 11c people. 1'he latter had a national 

One of Israel and God of the The ef:lf1f'YJtial nature of' God 

wr:ts ethical, moral; as· such He cJemarn:.le of the pr·ople thF.1t they 

be righteous and just, De~iplte i.t all thPy are vd.ckcd(Is.t5v.7): 

11 E:r. hof'fte au:f gut Reg1.m<>nt. U"'d si.ehe c":a: oin Plut:regiment. Auf 

Rechtspr0chung und ~iehe da: Rechtsbrechung." (1)-as ruhm has 

adm:lrably rencJ ered the ve:t'"; e. Now sin, wi ckc-1dn e:=rn "1 s a d1rni a·:i ' ci~'. 

Goel inasmuch as He i.s esnrntially moral, as Hii:_i PrE~~:enc(> fills 

the world. Israel is a sinful nation; therefore she cannot 

stand before God. 'But Israel's fall involve8 God's fall'.~ot at 

all said the prophets. As Smend puts it:- "Der Monotheismus der 

Propheten bedeutate rnr sie nichts Ande~es a1s die ~8ttllchr 
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\M8glichkeit und Pothwendigkeit des Untereangs I~raels, dF~ Sinn 

den s1e ihm abgewannen, in dPm sie ihn s0lbst erlehten u~a von 

ih~em Volke erlebt wissen wollten."(1) 

We find, therefore, that our prophrts proclsimrd 

JHVH'S rej0ction of Israel(Hos.ch.5v.6; Am.ch.Av.12;Is.ch.2v.6, 

5v.-5;6;8v.1?)It b::; from th©:il:i:• consciousne~is that JHVH,not the 

God of Israel, but the Holy One of Israeltthe Lord of thr Hosts 

of the Universe,it is fr~m this monotheistic conception that 

they interpret the victorious march of Assyria(~). Here, it 

seems to us, that If.HJ.iah,··comes out the clearent. Amos pr•ec1icts 

captivity,exterininatlon,ha:ving in view the Assyrian povrn'r( ,,, 

burst:J out into wad.rd enthusiasm at thro prosprct of thr:· oncom .. 

lng o:r th0 de:stroyer.(Is.15h.5v~2~;'l'.l!J:!lR) .•1And ,JHVH will l'ift an 

ensign to the nation from afar and will hiss for it from the 

end of the earth. And bPhold it shall come with sprrd swiftly; 

T~S- cf . w.ihrra""C'h .~3 .P. 31 
l 1 ~ .. t $WI,, ALT. 'RlL I "· 1qitJ, 
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none shall be weary,n~r Rtumble among them;neithrr shall thP 

be b:r.oken;whose arrows are sho.1"p and all thelr bows bN1t. 'rheir 

hox•se:::'3 hoo:rs shall h€~ counted as flint, and thel.r v1hN~lr~ like a 

whirlwind: the ix• roaring shall be like a lion, thry roa:r• like 

young lions: thny shall roar and lay hold of the pr f)Y ::l.nd carr>y 
' 

it away safe, and there shall hP none to drliver." Assyria iA 

/ 

th0 l"Od of Godt s anger( ch. lOv. 5~1$) ;JHVH br·lngs him on 1.i. k0 an 

overwhelming floocl ( ch. BV.?) ( l) 

And all this m~sfortunP and ruin Rh.all hrfall Ie~ 

ra~l because they know not the Holy Ono 6f Isra01. 
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HOLINESS. 

ph•t~~ ideas of God and Hie relation to Israel.(1) In fact 

Kuenen ~H;\ys :. fl When in the con::ic lousna"' r:: o:f the prophPts? th~J cen 

tN·l place vrn.s taken not hy th~~ m:l ght but the £lolj_1'1;ess_ of JHVfj 

the concept1on of God was carried up into another and a higher 

"lem:i" between JHVH and the other gods, f'or He 1:1to()d not only 

above them, but in very din ti net oppc>si ti.on to them. If JHVH, the 

yterf.3 .11.0.1_• In a word ther belief that JHVH was the only Goel-

f3Pl."t7.ng out~ of the ethical conception of' Hi.s Being. 1\1onothe'l.~m1 
-----...--...... q 

The prophetic idea of holtnens meant opposition 

to ae well as advance on the popular concpption. Not only did 

the latter have tho r1.tun1 holiness,but tmmo:r.•al:tty ltub.sel:r had a 
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holy· Rantlon. Amos (bh.2v.7) comes forward and in the name of 

c:> 

h:lf~ God Qf .Justice ~J.nd Upri~h tnesB doclarei::i the hi lrodJ/l.ai a 

profanatioh of God's Holy Name. I~ A~1·ch.4v.2. he Awears bp 

JHVf~I·Iol1-neHrn th&t the ppp:r.•(.rns:i..on and i:njusti.ce of th<:' nation 

will be punished. Hosea 1.s also ve1~.y emphatlc on th:i :::1 point. 

~HoB.ch.llv.9;12v.l). Ismiah however s.e(.}ms to have caught the 

very echo of Amoa' wr.::>rdf..~. 

In his consecration vision (Is.ch.6) the prophet 

says that he saw the Lord sitting upon a high throne RU~rounded 

by S E:J!'f;,:ph:tm. who kept s :t ne;i ng one to the o ther"'HolyHioly 1 Holy 

in JFfVH ZebaothJ the wholEi en.rth ls the fulnoss of H1.s glory11
• 

But the :prc:>phet ean notjoin in~he dare not addrerrn JHVH for im·· 

r'rn<Uately the terrible thought comes upon him thnt ho ··:ls a man 

of unclean l:i.rrn and what is wo:rse,he comes f'rom the "tt'l.lor1t of an 
) 

unclean nation; and as sin can not stand before JHVH he must 
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Wherein is the nation sinful? Are the peoplr ~ot 

roeular an attentive 0nourh in ~acrificing? Aye~ thPy are so 

I), 

assidtous in thie respect that evPn as s1n,JRVH can not bPar it 

any longer. Their sins.wherewith they transgress against the 

Holy One• are injustice to tho poor,debauchery 1 thr extramatance 

and licentiousness of the womon,infractions of moral l•ws,dis-

obedience ·to and neBl:tgence of ethical clemandn. As IV1arti soys 

It 
{ 1). '1.!11? ls thfJ word which 0xp1•est'J es in condensed for•m the beli. :ef 

of the prophetic religion. ThEi r.oajEitic God whom Ir3aiE).J:1. so.w,JHVH 

. Of z·e,baoth Le.God of all Power is Holy,thrj.ce Holy. by this 

Isaiah means not holy merely ns with the pcople,honored by cult 

. 
and prayer. JHVH is Holy i~ the most intense 8ense of the tPrm 

ness means his Moral Power and this indeed is not an especjally 

·di.::Jt:i.nct l)t•operty among other~~,but the inp.,er~os~ 1 thE) ~~~·'1.fl...:.tJ.£!. 
,,..4; 
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part,the very core of His Being(l) 

He who vd.shcs to honor GoEI. need not r·:i"lay ~:i.nimo.l~:'l 

aleo develop in himself such moral ways and foll~w JINH'S lea-

dership and direction. 

The consequences of this belief are clear to the 

prophet. A,s the Holy· One f:i.lls tho y~1.,o.~J.!. worlcl with His glory~ 

He is not only th1e God of Israel but I1ord o:f the whole world. 

True rellgion can not exist vr1 thout 'the moPal elemE'nt. ' 1 

From thit:; we can rea(l·l ly see why th0 prophet~=1 con-

s tan tly dinned i. nto the pe ople:''.s ears thr-> Dl.vi nc comrrn:,1.rnh~ of 

mor•al:t ty under which they tncluded justi. ce. ( 2) As s-m~encl ~rn.ys: 

111u nter IQ~\ll ~Lmd ii\..,"' vers tel!l.en Amos (ch. f5v .15, 24, ch. 6v 12) und 

tH e Propho ten nach lhm so vHmlg wi e da~:i e.l te Israel waD wir 

'"(I) cf. "'ro:re~1c·;;;~ 'atthe bottom of P·~f 'T.:::. : •;1, 

1~~~(..,;i;k:.Mh;.cl-~v~::t.:'l'lg:;;1t~)::;;A~rr~~~~~ 

(2) Smend Alt R•l note p.183. 
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do.s :r.01•m!':Ge Re ch t nennr:in, ni e beg:re if en darun ter au ch die Mor.•al/ 

Of't sind '"'\'t>"l"'Und nr'!i\fechsel'oogriffe (Ho£1.ch.12y.7;ch.10v.1~,13 

Vgl.bei Amos ':l..\VJ (ch.f3v.;1!.44) und \1t'll;:,J r11\u~(ch.3v.l0) 11 .so '111 Is. 

· .. ' , ~ .. ' " 

ch.5v.13-13,17 .... 24 it is not an ecomcmlic but a moral w:rong that 

the upper claseeer·dispossess the poor(cf.Am.ch.2v.6 ch.4v.1) 

A~~ ~n thP cane of Amos,Is, 1.(3.iah i.df'nt'if'i.es JHVH ana morali.ty in 

h1.s con8E'Cl'ati.on vision. ( ch6v.3). Gr•ow:lng out C>'I!, th'is W:£lS'' the· 

new relation bPtwecn ,THVH a.no I Sl''ael which vms rtJ:i;·,•rorcd in the 

. name :r saie.h gave JHVHz 

THE HOLY ONE OF' ISRAEL. 

As far aa we know,it seems to have bcrn first used 

by Isaiah. It iR f'ound quite f'reouently ln chs.1-39 anc"1 singu~. 

1nrly enough, :tt :i.s only extenr:1ively UP.Pd ~1gdl.i11 ln Is&i~lh chs. 

1.:J:0 .. 66. Out('Jide of the term ttso:u; ,Hosea cxpresse:-:t the i.doo. 

m.ost closely in ch.p.v.9 in the ·words '1.Jii~ 1'""~':l-'~'Holy 1n thy 

midst 0
• Iie>WE1v0r,man y of the placeP1 wher·e~)-l.,lj.J•(U1.,\occurs 1n our 
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Isaiah, are con8idered n~ nongenuin0 so that it ts wbth degrees 

of mo:cc or lc:1 ss CPrtainty that vre ou.ote the f'ollowing ch.lv.4-

ch.5v.19,24,ch.30v.11,12,1s;ch.31v.1. 

Tho connotat:i.on of' the tn•m lUJ.F'. 1wen b:roaght out 

above. Ir Israel wishes to acknowledge JHVH a.s God they must 

first wash their handh from tho blood of oppreRsion~muke them-

salves morally clean,they must prptect the orphan~plead for 

tho wi. dow. In ch. 30v .11 we have:' the best contrast brought out 

between the prophetic and popular noti0n on this subject. ~bent 

give us any more of your'Holy One of IsreellM cry the peoplR to 

the prophe.ti.·.lf!IDas 1st der Jetzt<" Wumrnh der TJeute Vom"Hei1 .. igen 

die Prophetc::n,e1.11.·Jer::iaja besonder~1,ihn als heili.g kPnnE'n;kult .. 

tisch wollen pie ihn schon vorehren (ch.29v.13),aber nichts fta-

von h~ren,dase er duroh Recht und Sittlichkeit zu bek0nnen 8ei 

(vgl.ch.6v.3). (1) 

___ .. :,.,,~·11ido14 "''""'"""""~-""-~~ 

( l) : Mo.:r. • JL H. C • .P. 2 2 2 • 



(47) 

F:r•om th:iE1 thought of thP ideal and real relation betwE-)c·n JHVH 

and Israel we pass very naturally to th~ cons0quenc0s this in-

vo1ved. The latter arEJ containc;d in the second poi:d.tiVP factor 

in the cJeve1opment of rnonotheir:1m, in 

THE DAY OP JHVH. 

In considering this topic wo are not -surprisrd 

that the prophetic wor·d w::-rn as ttKav .lPkav,tznv lrtz~w"Le. as a 

foreign language in thP ears or th~ people.Ev0n ae the preach-

ins that JHVH cares not for sacrifices and etc. must havr ntir-

red the inoredulity of the people,aoubly so must havr this new 

interPl:"etation of th0 Day of JHVH. In fact in onx• br1.cf F;tudy 

in the prophetic'~ritings,especially of the three men under 

:i.mmecJJm t e cJJ s cu.::·-rni on, we have be en ::l .• mp:r.e;-:i s cd with their me tijod lf3 

of takine up popular ideas and clothing them with new and start 

llngsicni:flcationri. •J;hc day· of <THVH ... why thir-:t wo.s somoth'l ne to 

bo longed for; a time whPn GrJd woulcl come s.nc'J bring hc-,lp ~:md 
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happiness and every thing that was,desirahle, to His veoplc Is-

raeJ.. E~v~;n as the latter thought JHVH Zebaoth meant the God of 

would c9me to fight for· Israel. 

With such fond fanc10s in mind thrir astoniPhed 

ears catch these words of Amos(ch.5v.18f.)-~Woe unt0 you that 

do:.::1h•E' the day of the Lo:r.~a.! Whe1"e:f'orc wou.ld ye h~wP the day o f 

the Lord? It is darkness and not light. As i@ a man did fleP 

from u lion ~:i.nd a bear met him;or v1Pnt into the hou!'~e anC 

leaned his hand on th~ whll and a serpent bit him. Shall not 

tho dtW or t:he LRrd be dc:t.l:>knerrn and not light'i' Even ver·y oa:r.k 

and no. brightne'.1~:1 in i t'? 1
' Hosea nmk es no r~pec:lol men ti on of 

th:i.s pa:t't:i.nula:r point. Isa:i.Dh howcvM~. '3ccm~:i to havr- recr'.lved 

a:"doub1.P- portion of the spi.:ri t of Amos,Jn ch.2v.12:r. there: :rolt, 

Zebaoth upon all that is proud. anc1 haughty and upon all thnt is 
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lifted up, and it nho.11 be brought low,'" AnCl again in ch.Eiv. 

1.R-~19 the prophct crief':: 't1Vloe to thr 1'.l.e;ht heo.deo. d.ot:i.bters,who · 

not only do not ,. f.: ee the threa tefa:br~e; Day burfi t-t ng t1pon th.Nn, 

but actually wish for its coming." Then later he comes out 

boldJ.y· and e;i ves Rynonyms of gloomiest hue to the people's' favor 

lte catoh-wo1:id. It :i.s a clay of visitation and crashing rt1in;· 

· (ch.lOv.3) ;a day of :r.iot,and of repression,and of rout\ to the 

Lord JHVH Zobaoth(ah.22V.5). 

ImpJJ.ci t in thtr~ new conception of the DfJ.Y o:f' ,TI-M-I 

- I 

forth;is thP announcement of thr people~s doomf 

THE J ur G EH.~~wr. 

'.l1his the p:rophr:,ts felt to be thd.r speci.al duty, 

their divinely appointed mi~sion. Following in the wake of mo- · 

dern tendencies to study these grPat inspired SFors from a 

psychological as well as an historical standpoint we ann appre-
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ciate to some extent the dark fee1ings which,oecasrjorwc3 by tho 

forebodings of an imminent, threatening JudgemPnt,proauc0d the 

awfully simple i.nauguratton sentiments of Amos(ch.3v.l-A)~ ....• 

ting in his cars Amon annou•1CE'$ the Divine wo:r.c1. 11J:llie juc1p,em,,,nt 

'~ ' 

mu.st fall on Jude,~ bec(aume ~"ey\ rejected ,JHVH'S Thoro; there•(;· 

fore a ffre wU.l .JHVH send upon ,JUdf:1h a·nc1 it f3hall dEwour the· 

palaces of J'eruso,;1Qm.(ch.2v.4f.) TJ.1.en continui.1_1g,(ch.2v.6f'), 

threw·.~-:orne a1t1ong them(Israel) even a~:i wh0n God ovet'th:r.ew ~3odom. 

and Gomorrah end still they r0turned. not". "Preparr, thrrefore, 

to meet thyGod,O Israel! In the fH:J.flH' spirit 1.n thttE't'ea the 11A ... 

mrntations of the prophet 1n nh.!'i.~1 1l'h1.~ vi:r.cin of Is:rael is fe.1~ 

len; she shall no more rise,~concludhng cb.5v.7 with u prrdic: 
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ti.on of tllr A~-isyri an Co.pti.v·i ty. Asai n 'in ch.6v.7, he'<ving clB·· 

r1rrherEifo1:•e now r:iho.11 the-y c;o c.sipti ve wi. th thr (irs t that go cap" 

tive, and the revelry of them that Rtretched thrmsrlves Rhall 

' \_ 

pass away." In 7v.7f. the high places and sanctuaries are con-

aemned to aosola~ion and waste; then succeeds the prophecy a-

Yea it waR a li.on that roare~, for the prey is en-

tirely devoured: "·· ... there shall not one of thrm rscapc, and 

th0re ~hall not one of thrm flee nway."(ch.9v.lf.). 

The position of Hosra iR b0st set forth 1n his own 

i3t.J.nmrnry ·if the :rr-asons for and results of thr ... Judccmn1t, l n 

ch.4v.lf.: tt, ••• there is no truth,nor mercy, nor knowledge og 

God in thr land. There is nothing hut ~wearing and breaking 

faith, and killine, and stealing, and committing sdultrry; they 

break out and blood-euilt toucheth blood-guilt. TherPforr shall 
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the land mourn, and every one that awelleth therein shall lan-

cuish ... , .And thou shalt stumble in that day ..•. hly people are 

de::Jtro:/ed· for lack of knovrle(lge .••• thou h1:;i.r~ t fore.;ottf'n the Tho 

ra of thy God, I also will rortet thy childrrn." Judgement ts 

. \~ 

pronounced against the priest, the kinr antl the r~ole ~ous0 of 

Ist•aE:l (cf'.5v.l,12; 6v.ll;-"7v.1:f'; 7v.10). 

In turnine to Isaiah, we f~0l as thourh he wer0 en-

ti.rely under the Rpell of Am.0E:1 ,v:hen he prophf'Cird the Juc1rernPnt 

. 
Heqailing the t.hour:ht of the psychological view of' prophecy,we · 

see in the gretJ.t "Consecration Vision"(ch.6), the 'influence ex 

erted by Amos over I~'lai.ah. Had the former lbenn unknown to Isai. 

a.h, had his terl'."i ble experi Pnces and dre aoful o entrnc i at ions 
i 

been un~amiliar to our 8ePr, then would it have h0rn wrll nigh 

mit?:hty they mi.eht be to :r('form the peoplf'.'·, vJoulCJ hav0 .iu~'. t the 

opposite effect. Furtl1e~, h0 could not other~iRr have rrsponOed 
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so qu:i.ckly to ,THVH'S eal.l f'or a 1 l\1e~rnenrer' to announcr the 

Judgement~ And lastly, without an extended knowlrdge of his pre 

decessor, Isaiah could not have preached such n fearful doom. 

But however more or less suppcs~ti6Q~ all this 

~ay be~ it seems to us that we have a surP proof ~or the inti-

the tt,Ju<3gemrnt tt 1 1 .. -n a namF of' Goc'J. eomrnon to l)oth. rThts p~rr-

ticular n8mP iR not round at a11 in Has0a, nnd a~ Sme~a oh-

penhrinc,with others, se0ms to lay too much 8tress on its ren~ 

al implications and to pas2 over the part1cular setting piven 

it by thei:rn prophets (1) .All E;mphasize its connotation of ,JHVHS 

absolute Lordship, Authority, ana naturally, mnn's dependcncp 

and subserviency. 

_,..,,_,..,..._ __ , ........ ---~-.... ,,,_~'*,_.--~ 
( 1 ) f Pi ' ,.,,h · -·t r·· 11' 'll 4 • e• 1 A t . c ~ rp. 1 eo .. u ..• p .. - -. k-,nwnc .·1 ~.F:el.pp.29,219;Lex.ftes.J~ll 
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It is in Duhm end Marti that WP find the lncal colo~ 

ing of' this C'XPY'P'"'Sion. Trte :f'ormc=•r ·suy~1 (I-LK.p.12' :-" \\"fi"j) 1 be:t 

th.e JH:J.me spirit Marti ::~ays (JZ.l:I.C.p.18): .. " 

bieter, der zu ontscheiden und zu hPfehle~ hat und drr vor al-

lem Ordnung j_m Hechtswe8en forcJ0rt (vgl. \'-:')." 

\'ii. th this in mtnd we rotu'.i:'n to the Comm era·= 

tion Vision, GrantinB that it is psycholo~ical; that Isaiah did 

not intend it to be a teaching, a pr0ach1nr, a prop~ecy like 

the.rest of his work, still it contoins the corr or his life-

thoueht from th~ VPry foct of the CRse. Thi~ Vision ~a~ not the l 
:rPc1f1lt of a s1.1dc3frn 'divine afflatL1.s' ,thr '~3p1.ri.t ru;::ihing' f 

throuth him. It ~rnems to us to r<;,p:r.PRent the nPCN~t-lary bolling-

over of o. sou.1 the. t had been brood:i .. ng, long and thourh tful ly on 

the state of affairs, both internal ana external, of Israel a~ 

Judah. 



In the few verses. of chapter 6, we have the cause 

for, the process anc results or the Judg~mPnt. In thP first 

placei it is a sinful nation.Row, has beAn noted bPfore (cf.RU-

thei1:' EH:l.rs heavy and theil"' eyes lH:'nmeaPed lest they f~houlc1 sec 

with th6ir eyes nnd hear with their enrs, and their haart 

Ghould unaorstana, that thPy ~houla be healFd aca~n' ,the pro-

phet comes to such n real5zation or his mission that he quails 

for a moment; "How long, 0 Lord?" murmtn"s he ·o.nxiously. ArnJ the 

Rentrnce is pronounced. "Until the cities be waAte without in-

habitant~ and the houses without man, and the land h0 left a 

Clesolation, and until JHVH have remov(~C1 the mC'n afar off, and 

the deserted region be 1ar€e in the midst of the land. And 

should there still be a tenth in it, this mu$t again he con-

s umod .• 11 
( 1) • , 
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The wondFr,nay rather the skepticism, with which one 

would be apt to refard the preceding as a true picture of Isai-

ah's feelings nt the time of his Call,is disprll0d hy an excel-

lent observation of Marti. The latter says 1.a.:~ "· .. das gegen 

w!rtige Geschlecht kann vor Gott nicht bestehen, wejl es~thn 

nioht kennt und kein Verstlndnis zeigt fftr seinen Willen und 

~;ein Wesen, ft!lr cHE:~ Wf)hre Heligion, (11.e 81.ttlichkeit for>dc:irt. 

W:te Amos t.md HoEiem die ProphetE:~n des Enden Israeli3, so 1st Je .. 

s a~ a. de r P :ro phe t Volkcn", Judt:w ~ abo1" dami t 

durchaus nicht des Endes der Religion~ sondcrn im Grgrntr\1~ 

unml'iglich iE1ti Gott von Ira•ael und ,Juda zu ltk;r:n, Jesaja aber 

nlcht, der weiss, das Gottes Herrltchkelt diP ranze Welt orb 

f&llt. Der dftstere Peseimismue in Bezug auf die Zukunft seines 

Volkes ceht bei ihm hervor auR der sichercn Erkenntnis von blci 

benden und alles &berratenden Bedeutung des Reiches Gattas auf 
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der Erdef· Der Ausblick in die Zukunft kann dahrr Jes&ja nicht 

zerst8ren und neine •rh~ti.eke:lt lnhmlec:en, er• ist je. unt0I' c'inem 

untergehenden GeAchlecht der Zeuge und Vertreter d0r h8chnten 

unverg~nglichen Macht."(l) ~ 

That Isaiah did feel his peop1e•s fall to hr a mani-

that the Jut1gemrnt was D:iv'i.ne, 1.D PBC'l1 on almo~it (JV(.TY page o:r 

wildly passionate bere.tings, but o.r:J a rule, always proceed :l.n a 

calm,logical and f'irm manmix•. PirBt comes the accur-rntion, the 

cause f~1r punishment, th1:in the Divlne Senta.nee. 

In ch. I, vrn have 'rebell'l ous ch"l ldrcn who have 

been stricken and still go on in their perverse ways.Perhaps in-

tho Wor•d of JHVH, ye rulers of Sodorrr, g'i ve ear to the 'l'hora of' 

our GocJ., ye pPople of Gon:iorl:>ah!" .(cf.elf:o v.9,7) .Since their 
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hands are bloody with the spoils of unrighteousness and lnjue~ 

tiee, SHVH w:tll not Leed their pret;;l<:':lr'D. V.2li'. c.leser•ibE\ how the 

once fa1 thful c:t ty har> become t3.B a J:rn.rlot ;hen~ drosn h::rn s.11 but 

taken the place of silver. But God will smelt out all the dross, 

the peopl"' in which are inclu<1ed idolat:i::-y~ luxury t:rnd hauc;ht:t-

ness. ~Cho com:iequence is that the Judgement will l~wel ~111 with 

the dust ( l) • 

Ch. 5v. l-24· deals entirely wi. th tho nnnouncenirnt. of 

em<.l caLu-:;e for the Judg.emcn t. 'JHVH hat1 done more than c.not1gh 

for His chosen Vineyard; Israel had yielded, 1n return, erapes 

more than hitter. Therefore no rain shall come upon it anymore; 

it shall become an open waste.' Followine this come tho "Six 

Woes" :i.n each of' which nn evil is mentioned as well as l ts cor-



( 5 9) 

qui.rod lantls; captivity for the dic-:s1patcd people; the day of 

punishment for the mentally-blindt the skeptics, the-wise-ln-

their .... own--eyer~ and the heroe::J in drink] ng. 

In passing, vrn mip;ht note th.e symboli.c names IGt::tiah 

1~ i gn:l f'yl ne; that the Judgement was res ci nclr·d, me.ant that it· wouJ.d 

surely come to pass.Ow its face it plainly says that the de-

r:truction of the natirm is a ~1ettlt-c1 matter; ·hut o. F?.cmnant w1.11 

be lfJft, saved ft•om own•whelming Assyrian Plr.>od(l). The lattex .. 

name speaks for itself(cf.supra p.18); Aram and Samaria will 

fall an easy prey to the rod of Go~'s Anger, Assyria.But Shear 

Yashub and also Immanuel will be obnsidered later. 

As far as the Isiantc parts are concorned,ch.7v.l~ 

25 pi c tu.re the dt'Vt:HJ ta ti on of Judah t.h1•0U['.'h JHVH' r;; t hil:'ol'l nc: .AS 

syri.a. Ch.8v.6-l0 may be added her•e as it describe~~ Assyri.t\ as 

---..--~..-._._,,,,.. __ ........ _~~~- ... - ( 
(l)cf~Mar.K.H.C. p,72; Du.H.K.p.50 . 

• 
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f3. flood: of waters overwhelming JuC::ah because the latter reject.~ 

ea the 'sm~othly flowine waterR of Siloa' i.e. "die milde Herr~ 

eohaft Jah~es"(l). 

In ch.8v.19-}~3, we have some frocmf:mt.s civlng a sol-

emn, somber sketch of the despair of Judah in1her saO plight. 

As we noted that Chs.2&5 were devoted to the Judgement 

we can class with them chs.9v.7- chlOv.4 concluding with chapt~ 

5v.26~·30. Here we ht:we the degrees of' tho Divine Vlr:i'l ta ti.on, 

each one closlng wi~h the refrain: .. "And still His Anger turn-

eth not, His Hana is yet outstretched.~The sins to he punished 

be[\l'.' close.! :r.esPmblance to those D,:::sa1 lr-o0~4.mo~1 and Ho~~ea( 2). e.g. 
('-._ 

9v.7-11;- God will spur on the Syrians from th~ East and the 

Philistinen f:r.om the Werit to devour Ephraim on account of her 

haughtiness and pride (cf.also 28v.l-6). 9v.12-16:-Though emit-

ten, s ti 11 tho people c'lo not re tu:r.n, so JHVH wi 11 not spare 

(l)of.sm. Alt. Hel.1):228; alsoDu. H.K. p. 58 ;Mar. K. H. c. p. 83: -"Dtese 
Quelle ist das Bild dcr Macht Jahwe:3 .....• 11 

(B)cf.dupra p.50ff. 
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even orphans and widows from the Judeement, for all are profaoo 

.· I 
sumes the wicked land. Cannibalism and ana~chy prevail.lOv.l-4} ~ 

Injustice and cruelty to the poor will bring the visitations, 

the crashing ruin of the Judgement upon the ruling class. 

Ch.Bv.26-30:-And ftnally, JHVH ~ill hrinr on Assyrba 

and He will not let any obstacle hinder its onward march; no, 

not even thA thong of any soldi8r's sandal shall become torn.Ju 

dah will fall as a pr.•ey to the l"Oaring 1:.ion, with none to cleli-

ver. 

(NOTE~-In addition to the agreements of Amd~, Hosea and Isaiah 
so far remarked, we would mention the following:-
a:-Isaiah like Amos and Hosea prophe•ied ag0inst both Kingdamd. 
Some critics however maintain that the two latter confined their 
attention to Israel alone r.mcJ that all :refM:•enC()fl to Judah ar•e 
the work of later hands.(cf.Budde Jew.Encyc1.p.53l~art~Amos); 
Encycl.Bibl.Che.art.Amos; ~ncycl.Bib.W.R.S.-K.M.art.Hosea p2121 
on the other handProf.Butt.(clarrn 1ectm:'t.rn)~-iays:!! .... from ~3uch 
passages as Am.ev.1 anel 3v.1 viht':1:-e ~')-l"'IW".l1. ... means ('Very tribE1 

,, io(\' 11\ 

whrllch JHVH brouc;h. t forth from Egypt: we see clearly that ,Tudah 
was incl~ded in his prophecies." cf. also Driv0r "The Books of 
Joel and Amos" intred.p:l17f.ctc. 
b:-Amos proclaimed Judgement aeainst an inOivi~ual:-Amaziah the 
pr1.est(cf,rmpra p.Eil) .In essenti.ally tho same tf\l'.'DH:~ Tsai.oh 
~~peakf_~ ogainst She~ 1 na~ th<' hr1ac" o[' ~the Egyptlan Porty i.n Jeru .. 
salem. Both prophets preCict captivity end dr2th in a foretcn 
land i.e. Assyria. 
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o:-As can he 8SPn from the quotations, all threE' prophets use 
very bold anthropomorphisms.Quite common in connection w1th ths 
.JLvlrem.ent is the mention of ,JHVH'S Anter (cf.f)m.Alt.Rel.note l 
I:i.19'<1). 

In the last years of hislmihistty~·i.e.705-701, the time 
<...--._, 

-·-.. ..... ...--» ... _..-""""""'""' ' 

of the Egypt1.r;l..n Alliance and the crent Ass~'rian Invas1on,Iss:lah 

comes out mo~:it bitterly o.~:i well ~1i3 most cleorly iv1 hif:~ p:redic-

t:i.onn of' the tnv:ful doom :in r:itore for the natdlon.It :ls however• 

n-h.r.1J,J.ld the words of' Ch.6.'.rhe prophet 1 fJ mission has bPen,mora· ...... 

than accomplished; the people have become tho~obghly stupefied, 

the J)ivine Word falls on deaf f'ars. 

I 

nrr-: HTCOT·:VlmHF~~;,rnILI TY OF 'rHE ,nmGEM'i:11J'r 

must have bef.'n reve.aleO., fir'.':1t, when th(:;i.t very Judgemrnt v:as 

uttered againnt those who multiplied pray0rs,and heaped Pacri-

fices upon JIWH'S altar.Not that thr proph~ts did not believe 

in prayer.From Hosea and Isaiah we can glean a very poRj tive 

thought i11 thir,1 reBpect. The f'ormEn:- i:mys (Hos.7\f.JA):!!And they 
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worship (29v.l3-l4):- "Because this people araweth near with 

thev keer) far from Me. _anc1 the:i.x• :r.eJJ.tfl'_.:ton is a rc:1te learned pre 
___...,,,,:;.. __ .._..~~-·...--·--,, ... 

cept of m<1:~n. Thc~refore, behold. I will go on clp:::1l1 ng v:ondc:rfully 

yee wonderfully, with this people, so that the wisaom oi their 

vd.se men shall pcr1.sh anc'J the cHsce:rnmf'nt of thei :r '"'.ago.cioDs 

men shall ha hid." The mechanical worship of the pcoplr it is 

that will bring on the JudgemPnt, ana its "wonderful workillg~" 

, means the complete confUf'·d.on of the natlon. Wisdom ancl ~H1gae'l·-

ty are as naught before it. 

The Judgement is ineomprehensible (29v.9-12) ;the pro 

ple reel, even as dr>unke:rC:i:::i, bcJ:'or(~ 1 t; 'ror JHVH hath poured. 

out upon the YlD.tion the Gplr1. t of' deep ~1lrep; hath clo~=iec\ up 

their eyer:i and cove:1 reo their heac'.ln. 1 And we c-rnk: ·~"How 10 1-1g Oh 
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sh•uction from Jl1VH SE•~AO'l'H. 11 

The last grPat cause for this stern aecree 1s the 

Alliance-making. Becauae the natjon makes ollianoes with any 

(cf~.sv.J.1-lfS; 30v~3-6;::>ov.8 ... l?; 31.v.1-4· with which are to be 

compared Hos.5v.l3;7v.l1;8v.9;12v.2) it r:Jhall ferl the full 

wc:tc;ht of the ~Judgement and vd.11 learn only too late who i~J the 

True Fsar and Dread (1). 

The final word was spoken at pPrhaps the titter-

est moment or Isaiah's life. The preced1ng circumstances are 

not ve~y rra~br in the lieht of history; but tho imme~tate occ~ 

sion IDetis.h himself' pi.cturefJ dramatieally. ~rhe niece of' J'eru:::Ja-~ 

I.em, by :3ennacherib, had been :rS.if::ed. 'rhe people, i.ntox.ict:\tec1 

with joy at their del1verance, run riot with· their celrbration~ 

Tl)1~~·--top1.~"~'fA1iiances will be conniderecl at f'ull length 
in the last chapter Lrnder the caption "F'al th". 
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the prophet, accentuated all the fuore hecause of its loneneRs, 

even as a sad counter melody sobbinf through the strains 0r 

o the:rwi ~rn cheerful music. The people make the city ring with 

th~it chorus of:-"Let's eat, drink and br m0rry, for tomorrow 

we die." "And in eeath ye are not forgiven" iR the prophet's 

ominous wail in return(ch.22). 

SUiv1MAHY. 

In BUmm~r:i.. zing thNrn thour:hh:1 on the theology, the :roe lig·· 

iou.~~ teach1.ne:~1 IRo.iah ho.d in common w1. th his immediate pred(~CE3S 

sors$ Amos and Hosea, we would say that finst of all these 

three prophets laid sure founaations for a universalistic,moho-

theistic conception of JHVH, erowing out of their gtudy of 

·a:----The internal and external contemparaneoua state of affair~ 

and espE:1c1.ally from thei.r attttude towf::':trds: 

1.-Idolatry and image-worship 
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2 .. ~Tho re1at:lon betwePn SHVH anc:J. Israel w·ith its im.-

plication of "HCll,INEf.33°; and above all 

:; •... The Day of JHVH, tht::J very csseirrne o:f' whtch was 

"THE JUDGENENT". 

Tho great truth contained in the Judgement was that Israel's 

I 

fall did not involve God's fall. Israel might fall,must fall 1n 1 

anmuch O.fl it vras immor.al,~::;1.nful; religion, im~tead of pc:•:r•i.shing 1 

I 

thl"rehy would be ~~t.rengthened 1 fo:r' JHVH'S .KINGDOM TS A MOHAJ.1 
: 

JGNCmOM, and natu:r.ally lt ca1.ns ln ethical stren&:,th n~~ it rids 

itself ~f vice in any shape or form. 

\ 
\ 
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CHAPU~H I I: 

ISAIAH IN G1i:N EHAT.1: 

B:··PlC'rDHE:':3 OF 'I'.HI~ FU'I'UHE: 

a. )MESSIANIC PHOPHECIEG. 

Men have dr0amed; th~ rainbow of thr sky 

To be a b:ri.dge of hope to yonder mnnd.om·1 hi.p:h. 

A rosy and :t ll.u80t'Y pa th it :ts on wh1 ch w0 tr~wei. r'.rom the 

gloomy Judeament to the bright 'Pictures of the Future' found 

in the writings of Isaiah ben Amoz. Novel and ple::~asing i.s the 

hint thrown out by P:rof. Moul tontha t in the prophets Vie have a 

pendulum movement: now th:rec:i.t, anon prom1 .. se(l).But to us, o.n 

Amos and an Isaiah a:re to CJ !:1 table, s tancJ too f i rm.ly :fox• their 

11,fe-prlnciples to permit the expr~;~:ir;liorrn of their thoucht tobe 

thus characterized. 

And yet, !'.rn we shall see, thl ::-1 mc3chani cal i ntEirpre-

tatlon is not entirely unwarrantrd. 
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In the ~·ordB prefacing these pages, w~ remarkrd that 

these 'Pictu.:r.e~.:i of th(1 Puture' Cl.id not belong to the genui rH' 

prophecies of If:iaiah; or if they did, that they wel:'f' of :::ieconc1-· 

ary imrJor··tance. Befo1:-e vre c>tscmrn these points however, we ough\:. 

to mention where these eschatological ideals are to be founC.If 

bare references were sufficientt we need mPrely jot down the 

followh1g cl tatlon::i:-lv.26f'. ;2v.2-4:4v.2 .... f.i ;9v. l-7;11v" 1.,~9; 

.. 
llv.l0-16;14v.32;16v.5;18v.7;19v.1B-25;25v.6-8;28v.16;29v.17-24 

~~Ov.18·~26;32v.l-8;~2v.15f.;33v.17,20; 35v.1-·l0;3?v.3P. But com~ 

paring these with the list of rejected passages, containrd tn 

' (;..,,\,)" 
the previc>us chapter(pp.3-16), we dr•op Y'i .. thout fu:r•ther ·s..e..y:~ 

11V.10-16; 14v. 32; l6v. 6; l9v·, 18-2 5; 2 !~·V. 6···R; ~; 9v, 1'7 °·24; 3 Ov. lfl .. 26; 

Though these latter eliminate some diffi~ulties 

:ro:r' one who a.j,tempts to form an harmonious vthole out of' the va;;, 

I'/ 
rious zukuhftsbildel\ attributed to Isaiah ben Amoz, still from 

--~--------
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wha~ is left, it would be quite a task to present the Picturfrn 

in such a way --2l:£:t tha't no con tradi c ti om.1 woulcJ. be cxper1. eno0<1, 

and ospeciallyt that the component parts have each*its proper 

weight of importance. 

Turning first to the description in ch.2V.2-4: we 

find this to be ':ietween the Judgement of ch.1 and followed im .... 

mediately by the stern preachmsnt of ch.2v.Gf.It c0rtainly does 

not hnr•monize ti'w-r.t. with the context. nut this :ls tl'.'Ue of almost 

all of the other Pictures. As to its contents, it hreathrs at 

once a narrow and universalistic spirit. Mt.Zion shall be liter~ 

all;~r as vmll a~~ spiritually ex.al ted. All na t:lons shall journey 

thither to be taught God.':::: ways. God will ju<Jee thr. nat:lornL F't~ 

nally~ the VJill'-,o'~.the-wisp wi.11 have been captu1•ed, f'or ttin-

~3tr1,.unenb-:i of war vd.11 have become 1mplemen1:i·i of peace" ,anc1 tr-1.e 

dream of all mank1nd shall have its real1zat1on. 

This last is a maenificent concrption, and all 
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the more fl\J would tt be f1'0m an. Isa:'Lahin whose ears vran the con ... 

stant din of invading armies.In contemplating the idealism here 

depict eel, we feel as thotl[:,h we could appr~)c1. ate s omevrha t the po-

sition of Duhm, vrho :tn accept:lng this ~::i.s Is:tanic puts forth the 

r1,../ 

hypothesi~i that these 'ZulnJ.nftsbildef't..,~re the 11 Swan ~3ong~:i" of 

the prophet~ composed in his old ag0, during hiR years of re-

tir.•(:imr:nt(l). In rc:1pecial reference to ch.2v.2 .. 4,, which is dmi·-

lar to Micah 4v.lf. ,. only as has hern observed hy all critics 

thE'~ latter ~~eems to be the morr orig:tnal of the tVJo,.4 Dur.un pos-

:i.t~> that it come::~ f"riom the hand of TfH:l.it'.l.h and ·i:J to be cl~.Wr'>i.-

fi.ed with llv.l-8;32v.l.-5.(6·-8) ;32v.1s ... ::;o (1). 

But ho:r.e DU.hm 8 tands virtual 1.y EJ.lonr:l for aJ.mos t 

all the other 1ead1..ng author:i.tief.'l
0

re;i('H~t th:iEJ (2), As late are 

charo.cterized 1.ts un:tversal'i.:::m: the lcJeD. or the phys5.cal,t''X11lta .. 
/ 

TiTCf.DU.rf.1f:P-:1Ii: _______ _ 
( }3 ) cf • Mar. K • H. C • p • 2 '1 f' • ; :Ol+e • I n t • p • 12 ; Budde He 1 . I rn• • p i 216 • 
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tion of Zion; universal peace. Above all, it looks for no Judge 

nrnnt, ·without which nothine: could be~ accomplinhecl acco:l'.'ding to 

Isaiah. 

Ao we found 2v.?-4 betwe~n two announcementR of Judge-

ment~ ea in the caRe of 4v.2-8, we are transported suddenly frow 

the threats again~1t the rromen of~ Jerusalem to the virdon of 

that day when the "Sp11 out or JHVH" shaJ.l be bo au t·i fL1l and glor-. 

ious and there fJhall be excellent fru.i t for the j)('"'\\u 1, 1\1.0'~"?le to.: 
I~ "1" ', - 1 • '1 

and then oomee ch.5 with its awful doom pronounced on the Virw-

ya~r'd of JHVH. 

: Comparing 4v.2-f:5 w1.th 2v.2-4, we coul<J hnrdly find 
I 
'} 

I two more dissimilar paintings o:r the time to come. While ch.4 

l has all tiw narrowness of the latter Ina.much as Zion Is under 

JHVH'S special favor-though not evinc6d in the same way- it pos 

sasses not an iota of universalism. That it is non-Is., Duhm, 

Marti and Cheyne are ae;re Pd. Cheyne vc1•y aptly· rema:r.kr:i: 11 It 
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seems as if' the wri te:i." becan mei?.ni. nc: to wr1. te an ordinary Mes-

nianic desc:r·;l.ptlon and then suddenly rememi)e:r.ed ch.3v.25 ,'26. 11 (l 

As non ... Js. or.an be pointed out bi'-"\'-0' THO' ~!:J which neVt'.H' ocou:r.~1 in 

rltual ~ense; the fertility of the land which iD said to be a. 

Deu teronomi c ideal; and the favor vii th which the 11 Assemblies 11 

are looked upon (cf.oh.lv~l3). 

As widely different as the two preceding Pictures, 

were, one from the other, they do not present such mutual vio-

lent contrast as each furnishes to the new id0al of ~h.9v.l-6. 

The closing part of th~ rpreceding chapter (ch.8) r0presPnts 

the despair of the prophet on account of his vain attempts to 

reform the people; then the deep de.rk.ness that has fallen on 

the natiort. With picturesque language ch.9 begins: 0 ~L1.he people 

ths. t walk in r;J.oom se13 a great J.:t gh t, thay tho. t a.well in the 

--""".. ; .. , ~~~~~ 
(l)Che~Int.p.20:f'.; cf'.also Ma:r..K.H. c.p.t3lf.; Du.HIK.p.30. 
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land of' C\.(~ep shadow, upon them hath the light gleamed. 11 F'olJ.ow-

ing this com.es a portrayal of' th~1 exulte.tlon over the f'allen 

ICJ.nemy: ... "For a chllcl is born unto us, a s·on 1 s 51.v<~n unto us 

and the government is upon 11.:1.s shou1ders, and hi.s name is ca.lleQ 

Hie kingaom shall increase and be established in juRtipe and 

rlghteousness for.ever. 'rl1e zeal o:f' ,JHVH f:JEBAOTH wi.11 accompli:::ih 

th.1.s . 0 

Here we hf;tVe a poll.ti.cal ideal. All that we ean ser in it 

th~tt is thor•oughly I~1lanic is the "estmblif.:1hment of' justice a.nd 

righteousnesr:i fori;iver''. Duhm, who accepts the whole arJ gemllne 

:::10.ys that:-8v.l~'.ib··9v.6 eine mesr:ilanische Weissagung von de:r 

Ze:i.t, wo clle Herrschaf't Assurs gobl:•ochen ~ Cler kl!mftige Herrr.rnhe 

gebo:r•en und cl.as Rei ch Davi as he:r.rl:i. ch f't\r al le ;~ ei t auf'gert cht-

et ist. Wie alle derartigen i?eisrmgungen J·esaia~s in c::msgesprochw 

en pQetirrnher Fo:r.rn una. ohne e:tn:' ;;-,o 8p:r•1.cht ,Jahwe; nicht Wf.dl 
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es nur ein subjective Phantbsie w~re, sondern weil sir nicht di-

rect zum 8ffent11cher Beruf des Propheten geh8rt und nur fUr 

die Hoffenden bestimmt ist."(1). 

But there is no express men t:lo1i ma.de that it 1. s s ~~on 

of the De:vldic House who ls to sit on the throne. In a.d(Ji tion d> 

to Cheyne 1 s arguments may be eited some· of Marti's. He says 

that the t1i3rm ";'1
1 

Iii' 'J\XJ.i>1.s non-Is; iB in fact much later than 
... : \' 

our prophet. "Erst mit Hesekiel beginnt der Eifer Jahwes eln 

Grund a.er Hoffnung zu werden, .•. 1!: and t:hen acutely conti'1Ues: 

11 Jetzt eife:r.t Jahwe ffir J...tnd nicht gegen d.as Volk." (cf.Hes.zev5 

38v.1Q; 39v.25; Jes.42v.l3 u.s.w.)(R). 

Imme di, a tely following this splen(Ji O pr edi c Hon of 

ch.9v.1-6 comes the outcry. against the wickedness of the people 

and the prophecy of its total destruction throurh the enemy 

JHVH will bring on(cf.ch.9v.A-ch.1Qv.5 and ch.Bv.26-30).But in 

r1) · cr-:nu.~~i.;· :-e5"H:K:--
u~) c ±'.Mar. K. H. c. p. 94J'. al~~o CHE.Int.p.43±~. 
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ch.llv.1-9 we have something of a parallelism tp the precedi1~ 

Picture of ch.9v.l-6; the ideal ki.ng :ls again brought to our 

view. Buthe:r.e it'i:s not the Personality of' the Messlah as :i..n 

the latte:i:·; it is the Spb·i t of' JHVH that i.s the leading idea. 

1~hl'J firi:-'lt five ver•ses define thiG Spil"i't nnd its consequencesin 

bringing him. who posserrnos '1.t to jude;e l;l.nd act ;justly and rlght 

eously. The lust verses describe the change of animal nature. 

As has bern noted Duhm accc~pts thi::: :t.11 hir-3 Isianio "swan Oyoli;:1" 

(1). Cheyne and r.Ytu.~ti l"e,ject i.t (2). The latter• ree1C1rds the :i .. ~ 

des of Spirit as set forth here, as late, and ho th emphasize 

the non-Is. authorship of the last thre0 verses. Marti, in his 

usual conc1.se manner, obFien~ves: 11 0b die Darstellung a.es Gottes .. 

friedens in der Natur in die alte Zeit pasae, kann man fragen. 

Jesalja hat rJonr>t ke:lne t\hnliche Sch1.lderung und i.hm. lag die 

('1)Cr°:J)u .H.K. p. 8'1 .. -·--
( 2) cf. Ghc. Int. p62f',; I\Ta:r• • .K.H.c.p.11;3, 
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Natur der Tiere." 
-~· ........... ,._.,.~ _......_ 

Ch. lBv. 7 :ts a gerrnrnlly a<1mi t ted e~> cha tologi cal add'.Lw· 

tton of late date. It ls s:lmJlar to Zeph.3v.10 (cf.Mar.K.H.C. 

p • 15 0 ; Du • H • K • p . 11 !5 ; Che • I n t . p • 9 8) • 

]n the la1Jt Picture we ~:iha1l conslder here, viz.: 

ch.32, the Me~rnianic ld.ng 1.s "1Ut in a very :f'aint form; in fact, 

is dismissed with the words:-"Behold a king shall ~eign in 

righ~eoui:.mess. 11 ~r.he rest or the descd.pti.on iEJ taken up with a 

rehet'1r$sl of the beneficent effects produced by the "Happy Ti.me 

both in hurnan nature and in the vegetable ld.ngdorn. Th:i.r3 also :ts 

part or Duhm' s "Sv1qn Cycle". Me.rt:i. and. Cheyne, nf;.\turally, re-

ject it(l). The former says:-"Durch die lehrhafte Darstellung 

und die breita und matte Form warden wir hei diesem Abschnitt 

an d:te Art und We:t se c'J er Spruch1:i. tePa tur eri nner t, und mftssen 

daher die Enstehung in die lriechi~che Ze\t set~en." 

-----------·~--~---...._... .... _ 
( 1) cf. Du. H.K. p. 210 , i~ 14; MAR. K. H. C. p. 2 3 6 f. Che • Int. p. i'7 2 arn:l. J?o ly 
p.1!58. 
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From this special, individual treatment of the sub-

ject matter itself, we would turn to a ge~eral consideration of 

this topic. 

In the last chapter of Amos, in the very lmJt ver~rns 

(9v.8··15) we have an eschatological desc1":lpti.011, picturing a 

righti::'Jous community und~Jl'.' the :t'es to red House of David f en joyi. ng 

all temporal blessings. 1'he pos:i.t:i.on of the~HJ few ve1"ses, o:f' .. 

fers a strong argument for or agai~st their genuineness. They 

may be the parting words of Amos; they may he psrt and parc0l 

of the usual add:i.t1,onn of :_ater times, which,mi:.;urn:lerstarnHne 

the spirit of prophecy, thou['.ht it only just and piroper to ap-

pend these comforting :t.de als to the s tPrn j uageme nts of the pro 

phe ts of' the eighth centt:u:·y ( 1). We think th.at no th1 ng could be 

more opposed tc1 the VE'l"jT e:38ence of the tea.chi ng of Amos than 

( l) 'I1hu~i Amos 9v:8:15 is rejected by Sm. Alt. Rel. p. 200; Buc1de Hel. 
Isr.p.135; Budde Jew.Encycl.art.ArmHo> (Vo1.1,p,532);CharJ.es ESCH 
p.87. Cho.rles qu.otes many othe:r."J who say it is not r:em:tine e.g. 
Wellhausen,Cheyne,G.A.Smith,Marti,Nowack,Volz. 
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this closing sec ti on. Amos :ls th~~ Prophet of :ruc'Jgement; Judge-

m.ent that 1.s final, a 1·rn:thilatlng, 0.8 far ar.:~ Israel :if.3 concer1rnd 

With Hosea,hope for the future and expressions of 

that hope !fl'ound :ln his wrlt:tne:s, cannot 'he 80 surnmarlly dE12lt 

with. Thouch Hosea predicts the severest punishments for Isra-

ol's s1.ns; though he says (9v.16) :··"Ephraim ts smitten, thel:r· 

root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit: yea though they 

bring rorth, yet wLll J c:;lay the beloV€'d fru:i.t of their womb.": 

despite it all, anc1 the op:lnlorrn of Volz ant'l Marti no tvd. thr.:: tancl 

ing, l t seems to us that his basic coneeption that Got i;3 Love 

1.D positive evidence for.• Hoset'l. 1
121 belief that 'J'HVH will not ex--

acute the fierceness of His Anger, that He will not utterly de-

stroy Ephraim (cf.ch.llv.Bf.), In exile they may suffer; hut 

they shall come tremb1:ing as a bird out of Egypt a:-1d as a aovt~ 

out of A::-rny:t'ie.: ·~ "and 1 will m.akr them to dwell in. their hotwes 

saith the Lord."(1). 

Ti)cr:-B°ud.d'eTe·:-r::··rsr:P:-i3·5;w~-R. s. Pr:esn. p1s1. smA1tne1.P.21e. 
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j,ng the glorioufi ti.mes to come, which is clue to the 1.rnunl Eiource 

i.e. late editors, may be true. Thus e.g. may be cited 2v.i,2. 

(l) .Bu.t 1,t i~1 impossible to say that Hosea had absolutely no 

hope for the future. 

As to the c;enulneness or reveri3e 
• 

o'f' Isaiah's M.es -

riicmi.c ProphecieH:: quoted above, we v1ou1.d note the follovrlng:·~ 

Arguments Ppo. 

l) __ .,. ___ That Isaiah hnc1. hope for the future i r:~ aC:\rr1i tted '·1y all. 

iJo critic as far as we know, q uer1 ttonri tho Id ani c authorship 

of ch.lv.25f.; 7v~.3; 8v.16-18 or of 28v.16. Sa that v1hi1e Amos 

had absolutely no hope against the final• the complete destruc~ 

t:i..on of the nation, Iso.iah,whom. we found to have followed htm 

closely in other respects, parts company hsre and neems to go 

---··---..,,.,.._-.~-----~ ... ----(l)cr.w.n.s.Pr.Isr.notes p.412; Encycl.Blb.art. Hos.;CharlPs 
Eschat.p.88 1.n which he quotes a.if'ferent autho:d.1tien an(1 what 
they reject. In regtn•<l t') Marti he f:rn.ys:-"·I\flf.\rti ,appears to :re-, 
gar.cl Hosea ao the prophet of inexorable doom like~ Amos. Si.mi J.ar 

1.y Volz.. 11 
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along the lines of Hosea. We cannot argue, therefore, again8t 

the genuineness of these ideal Pictures on the ground that Is~ 

fili ontertainc~d no hopes for the future. 

~~) .•. ~ ... ·~-The :rrequency w:i.th which they· occm• nm<d~ appeal Ptront~ly 

to an unbiassed mind. Tr~e, thr ancirnts had VFry pecul,ar wa~ 

6f handling a man's writings; and as W.R.Smith says(Pr.Isr.211 

~ ..... no one who knows anything of the collection anC transm\s-

~:ion of ancient books will think it reasonable to expect that 

the writings of each p~ophet were carefully gathered out and ar 

ranged together in such a way as to p~eolude all ambiguity as ~ 

to their authorship. 11 
• .Stil1 this would ha:rcHy s0em to .. account 

for all the eschatologlcal references in our prophet.Amos has 

but one addition, It might be argued that the greater volume 

of Isaiah's writings rave more opportunity for editorial nett-

vity. But witnesr'l Hosea, who has hopr for the ft:ttureand Dlso 

cnmparativ~ly ~peaking~ many "future" referrncPs in his short 
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book. 

3)---"··· rrhe situation of therm PictureR of the 'Future> has beEHh' 

~ 
J 

romarli::ed. 'l'hey occur, as a rule between th0 announcements of' 

\ 
heavy Judgements. This fact pave rise to the so-called "Penau~\ 

.I 

ii q 
lum Movemrnt" of prophecy. But this argumPnt from 'situation' V 

/~ 

could be used vd.th equal force agotnst their genu:inenc':is (cf. 

p • '7 7 on Amos ) • 

4)----That which appeals to us most strongly is the scarlet 

thread of "righteousnes~1 ancJ justice" which runs through al-· 

most all of these ideals. It was for lack of these 0ualities 

that the Judgement was pronounced. Must th~y not be the charac-

teristics, therefore, of any future community of which the PDO-

phet could conc01ve't' T'here must bl' no evil; thrre mu.~~t he up-

l"ightnesn ana morality. Moulton has '"ome excellent thoue;ht~i 

bearine on this point. He says(l) i.a. :~"Quite apart from any 

___,....-----------::-:;-R-·- ---.........,-----······· 
(l)Moul.Mod. tead. Bib.p.115 of' the Introd. 
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question of theology it may be said hl~at no mor0 precious lega-

cy of thought has come down to us from antiquity than this HP-

brew conception of a golden age to come. It is difficult too~ 

verestimate the bracing moral influence of an ideal future.The 

classic tho ugh t of GreE.~ ce and Hom(;1 took an oppos i tr-, cour<'e; 

their age of gold was in the remote past, the progr0ss of time 

was a decline, and the riches of philosophy claim~a to be no 

more than a precarious salvaee ........ the weakness of a lux-

urious optimi.sm is avolded in the writings of an auth•n"' who, 

while he puts :f'orth all hir? powers to exalt the futu:re, insists 

always that the only way of entranc1:.i to this future i.G the fo:r .. 

Argumen tf5 Con. 

ns 
1)---- In the first place we would observe, that~it is well 

nigh impossible to pive a compo8ite picture or thr Future 

' 
Hope from the material in hand,without falline into contradiG-
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at least quite a few of the component parts. If Isniah i~ any-

thine, he is cons:lr-~tent. Had 1Jrn:c~e future icleoJ.c.'. ''e•n an vi-

tel a part of M ~"l teachi ne: as thelr frr CJ uency would 1'"arran t LJ.s 

in helievinr;, vie vmuld 0xpPct as much LJ.nity in them fl=' WP see 

e.g. in Isaiah's teachine of the Judgement. 

2}-·~~- On the supposition that Amos hac'l no hope for thP Future 

and that Hosea, thoueh having it, rave expression to it in the 

fotm of short sentences, scattered here and there among his 

four.•teen chapter,,1, w~1 could not J.oglcall.y say that I;,rn:i.ah had 

developed such varied and vast idPas concernine thp 'Latter 

Days'. The tremendous debt our prophet owed his predece~sors 

would not perm1 t us to say that he left them Flo far hehlnd tn 

th:l~J novel territory. IsaifJ.h was a man, prophecy an rvolut1:on. ii 
------· .. ..,,, 

•ro U!3 it appear!"':: wonderful tlrn.t th<:.n'e v,us an Isaio.h who g:rrwpedJ 

vd.th such cloarrnH:irc: the ~>tranre teachings of Amos 21.ncJ Ho'~ea. 
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( mands of his \mmeOiate forerunners should not have 

tzav l' tzav 1 in hi. ~1 e EU"I';, ev,en as they were in thase of 

/the upper classes or his time. 

' 
A common featare or many of the descriptions 1s the ap-

pearance of the Messianic Ying with his regularly org~niz0d 

government. This i~:; in violErnt oppos'ition to the ldeo of the 

spiritual community ~o closely· bound up with the I~inn1c con-

ception of Feith. UncJer thh~ latte:r' heac..Hng thii'; point will be 

further discussed. 

4)---- lt is more log~cal to expect these glorious drPams of 

Exilic and Post-rexilic tim-0s rathe~ .than of the aee of Isaiah. 

In the f'lin:·mer, the people, r;pp:r.errned or fa:r from home, wou1d 

most ef:J.Slly and natur•Dlly conjl.'l.re up a gloricms day when JHVfI 

wou.ld once r~gain rE:'member• His suffering, repe.ntant childr•en, 

bring them to Zion in glory and rehabilitate the fallen House 
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and splendor of Davtd. 

5)~---- But vastly different were the teachings characteristic 

of the Pre~·Bxi 11 c aee. As Smenrl ri &.ys (Alt. H.<:31. p. lR?f )- "rrhese 

prophets-(of the eighth century)-predicted, above all other 

-t.. c> 

th'l.np;s, misfortu1ne; the Word of Je.hve a.ccorcHng/\them ls o. 1)9 ... 

structive Power (Jer.23v.29). Jeremiah 8ays inaeca. that even 

f1Uch was the nat.u:ro of prophecy in the past; and a prophet who 

predicted peace. deserves no belief until his prophecy hascome 

to pass (Jer.28v.8,9) 1! And aeain in a later passage the i:i~ltne 

wx'ite:r continues (p.200):·-''rhe propheti::i made the Old ~['estament 

Religion one ok~ hope. In place of: the; naive optimirm1 whieh 

held .. Tahve and Israel to be eternal, they substituted the be;.. 

lle:f.' in the triumph of the good. But th0ne hoptrn W(~re r.rncondary 

their forte was the threatening .Judgement. '11he pecuJJar mlr-rnion 

o:r the prophets was not to comfort but to thre8.ten. .....• " - :-""-·- ----... ~--" ........ _ .. ----~ -- _,, ...... __ ~- -· _ ........ ,..,.. .. ____.....,.,,_......,..,_, 

In concludtng th1s section, we would glance for a 



li 
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I 
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moment at the positionA of Duhm and W.R.Smith on these zukunfts 

) 
'b . 1 ~ l' Th f l d th th c . i .ciE-}R· e "arme:r· as we 1ave ne en re gar .B .em as " e .. 3 vn"l.n 

Songs of the aged Seer, elven in private to his disciples.This 

is a beantiful, poetic thought but hardly true. It is hardly 

conceivable to us_ that the great prophet would fritter away 

his time in singing to hiB fa:i. thful gathe:ring the g1or•1.es of 

\ l 
'~:~·· i the future,especially in his old age- if we mean by that the 

'-·S~" '· 

) 

yca:rs lmmedir1tely prece(Hng and following '701, the time of h.is 

bitte1"est failt.tr·e,~when he mtlst have been morit urgent i.n preach 

:ing his "B.elig:lon of Faith".It seems to uri that in ch.Rv.16 we 

have a glimpse at wh$.t Isaiah taught in pri.vate. It war: j\'°'l:J:\ 
'f 

Amos (2v.4) and Hosea (4V.6;Av.l,12) usea this term 

and. Isaiah in taking it from them kept ·j ts prophetic meaning, 

while at the same time a<lcUng to it his own vttal teach·i ng of 

Faith. This Thora was not a mine ~f information on matters of 

cult; it was not a written book to be consulted on ceremonial 
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points. It was the 'Direction'~ tho 'In~1truct1on' which the p:ro 

phets claimed they received from God to be given to the people 

for the their guidance~ It was therefore an ethical teaching, a 

moral teaching, pointing the nation to paths of righteousness 

and jmJtice. The Thoras ,JHVH is parallel to the VJor•d of JHVH(l) 

(of.lv.10; also Bv.16-18; 3Qv.9tl2) also to the. ~1~\~.The Word 
-r7 : 

oti' JlIVH is no empty mrnna._ fo1, woe to the place that hi~f'ds ,JHVH 

not and whore JU,-s Word falls (2) .Isaiah himfJ('lf' clearly r-·:h.ows 

the intent of all these terms when he says:-"Now go in, write 

it, down on a tablet before .tlH·)m, and 'Lnse:r.i.'he l t on a ~croll, 

that it may serve to an after day for a test1mony(3) forever. 

For it is a r•ebell1..ous people• lying sorrn, sons that wi 11 not 

hea:r• the (Erection ( i'i1'J:1) of ,JHVH .....• 'J:hereforr:.1 thus sai.th the ,. 

Holy One of Israel, Becam:ie ye Pe ject thi G Vlord .. '..,, thrn'efore 

( l) cf .!v1t-):r·T.i-1:c-. Pi;:I6~~·87 ,22~'.'i. 
(2)ef.Mar.K.H.c.p.96; Du.H.K. 0 .69 . 

. (:3) cf'. Du. H. I\ .• p. 196; Mar. r:. H. C. p. 2 22; Che. Int. p. 410. 
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this iniquity shall be as a rent ready to fall, bulaing out in 

a high waJ.lt the breaking of which cometh suclcJenly :ln a moment'.' 

Included also in this idea of Thora as the Divine 

ttKnowledge of' JHVH~~u2nv.9, cf.Mar.lLH.c.p.206; DLi.H.K.p.ir-·11). 

It ,t·H'.l('nrn to us, therefore, that Duhm's positlon is 

hardly ttrnable. Isaiah as we know him in his v11°itingst was far 

from belng a tlreame1"' of this type. It was Thora tht1t he impart .. 

cd to hle following at' every a.vail.abl~ oppo:r•tunity, Gnd it wi::u;i 

be cause he did do so that ,J!ldah 1 s cr.tptivi ty did not r•es u.l t as 

fatally as that of her bnoe powerful northern brother, Israel. 

V!.R.Smith, in commenting on the prophetic 'I'hor•a,cHJ.ys:-"Vle haV{3 

seen how spiritual prophBcy branched off and separated itRelf 

from the popular prophecy which remained connect0a with the 

sanctl.larµ and the prif~r-1ti'l. In Ooing so it car•rird it~1 own spi:r-· 

itual Torah with it. When God bids Isaiah "bind up the testi-



(89) 

mony, neal the Torah. among my dirrni.ples", the refr-rence is to 

the :revelo.tion juf1t g'lven to thr0 prophet himself (IsJhr.16), ... 

The Torah.ls not yet a finished and complete system, booked and 

reduced to a code, but a living word 1.n the mouth of the pro;;, 

phet:c1 •.... It is thi.El continual living instruotlo.n of ,Jehovah 

present w:i. th His people \':hi ch the prophett;, as vre have already 

book would s e.ti. ~1fy the thi.rs t for Go cits vm.rd of wht ch Amos 

r:i peaks ( l) • 

Pref:'erable to Duhm.' f.l hypo the st f'.: 1 n retard to the Pi c- · 

tures of the Future, in the position of W.R.Smith(Pr.Isr.p.341). 

faith and hope ln concrete pictures of the future, these ptc~ 

turos were, from the necessity of the case,not literal fore -

casts of history, but poetic and ideal constructions." 

TifCf. v.::R.s'ITT'fth: Tl'i'e·o: T. Je\v-:·ch. p. 2 99 f'. In o. s lm:b lm:• s tr a:i n are 
the remarks of Smend Alt.Rel.p.196f. 
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CHAPTER II: 

I ~~AI AH I l'J GENEHAL: 

B: ··PICTUREG OF nrn: l"UTUHE: 

b) -I NVJL(()IiADI 1~I TY. 01~ ZI 0 iN. 

If' the Pictures o:r the Fut1.1r(~ we:r'e genu1.ne in their £rn·· 

tirety,then the doctrine of th~ Inviolahility of Jerusalem 

would be truly Isianic; for Zion and i.ts eternal foundatlon 

are errnentlal pm•ts of the Me:ssianie DreamR(l) • 'Phese however, 

cannot be quoted in this connection. The two principal refer-

onces that could be misinterpretated vary easily as meaning 

Zion's indestructibility are :ch.10v.5f. and especially 28v.16f 

In the former we have the Judgement apainst As-

nyr•ta. 'J:hi:.:1 vtntor:lous world power has come to th(=J ve:n·y walls 

of Je:r.urialem when I sa.:1. ah ealls Cl.own God 1 s Vfra th upon l t. Why'? 

Be cause :l t is ahout to de:~ troy Zlo n which :in l nvl o lablo '? 'l'hat 

(i)cr:·skTn~;~;;,,-r;:~·-uei~~troa. to his conm1ento.ry on Irrniah: "The 
two :1.(1(~8~.s that 21.on 'is the presr•nt ~~eat of cTHVH'~) !cOVPre-lcnty ... 
that i:b 1s t be the c0ntre of the future kingdom of ffod appear 
i.n ~ l&'<rre ntrn11"1r->r of proplH"0lr~'.. -



( 91) 

would be fooli~>h f:r.om the very natur•e of the case ;.but that is the 

idea intended by a few interpolations of late editorial ac-

tiv:tty., 1sa1.ah, however, tt'lls us dif:ti.nctly enotte~h that Assyria 

is to be crushed because it refused to recognize in itself the 

staff of JHVH 1 :3 Anger to execute His ·crudce:rn1ent. It became proud 

~.:i.nd haughty, therefore it must fall. 

In proportion as the second reference has 

been used as an argument for,almost as strong a proof is it a-

gainst Zion's Inviolability. It reads (2Rv.l6-18) :-~The~efore 

thus saith the Lord ,JHVH: Behold I found. in Z1.ot1 a stone, a 

"test stone", a precious corner stone:- He that he11eveth 

shal1 not gj.ve vray.f' surely this ::~ays plt:.alnJ.y enourh that God 

b.aD not rounded Zion as a trut~, tr•1.ed therefore everlast·l nr 

stone. Zion is a bare fact, fortuitous at that; it is by no 

means doctrine. It was not necessary that Isaiah and his com-

muni ty of F'ai th be foundeu. 1 n z ion. ~rhe founding of the pre-~ 
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cious r:1tone ,FAI'rH, that was the v:l t~:.i.1 point. As Martt says (I\.HC 

p. 208) 1 - 1 It is not ? ion nor even the Temple on Zion,' l.t is the~ 

community of Faith that ts. inviolable, eternal, that mu~:~ t :remain ' 

The context itself bespeak\~ this and only this i.nte:rpretati.on. 

It is not, howeVPr, a matter of acute eyeeeRis, or 

of explaining this or that verse; the prophet himsPlf speaks 

elroewher•e of the :f'u.tm:~e of Jel'."Llflalem in no uncertain terms; and 

thane referenc~s make the. "Inviolability" very difficuit to 

maintain because they prophecy the total deatruction of the cit 

Y' ( l) • 

What c·an be left of Jerusalem a:E'ter nsheol enlarc:eth her 

greed, and openeth her mouth without measure, and aown ea her 

splendor and her throng and her uproar an(1 he th~1t is jubilant 

in h.er; and. lambs shall graze upory :tt as i:f' on their pastur€'~ 

and the kids feed on her ruined places."(ch.5v.14,17) .A some-

------------------------------------------~----



(93) 

what similar feeling per•vades ?2v.lf. In 29v.1f. and 31v.<'.1, we 

have the direst predictions against Jerusalem.In the Rpir1t of 

prophecy, Ir.:Jaioh takes up an old name of the city i.e. Uriel 

and with a slight change makes it Ariel: an altar-hearth on 

which the life-blood of the city is to be poured out(l).Even oo 

David encamped against, besieged the Canaanitish cities, so 

J'HVH Himr~elf he sieges Jerui:rn.1em, for it has become as 01w of' 

the :i.dolat:rout~;sinful Canaenltish cit1E:rn. Suddenly, full sudden 

ly will Assyria assault the city. 

The very same thought is found in 3lv.4. No alll-

ances will save Zion. Even af:l a lion ls not :f'Pightened from h1.s 

prey 3 no matter how many shepherds dare attempt the tnsk;so 

JHVH'S purpose against the hill and mount of Zion is dnshake -

able. 

TiT~~r. Ency~ci-:J3i b.~·cfie~·;;u;·1;1;· Mar' .K. H. c. p. 212; Gos. Lex. p. n?; 
Budde argues very strongly for "Inviolabi 1'.i ty11 :in hi~3 Hel.Isr. 
pp.155·~160; cf.also \V.H.Smith l:::in/.Isr.p.258f'.On the other hand a 
gatn Melnhold in hts Jes.u.s.Zelt. p.42 says:~·"Das Dogma von der 
Unverletzl:tchkeit Je1•u::ialems stamme nicht von Jem:.\ja." 'l'he ar-
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gument from the mention by Jeremiah of Micha and not of Isaiaij 
in connection with the assertion of Zion's violability. though 
str·ong, is nevcn·theless negative; it is poss:tble,too, that the 
nation misinterpreted Isaiah immediately; lmt the simple vrords 
of Micha were tooplain and so Jeremiah quoted him alone.) 

Note.--As in the matte1• of the Zukunftsbilden; th1 ~i whole 
thi. rig) 

the is difficult, for half of it is speculation after all.In 

last passage.cited in the text-31v.4- we have verses following 

one another that are as contradictory as light is to darkness. 

/ 

IsaJah was a pr•ophet of doom (o.h.6), the D~'1.Y of .THVH waf~ one of 

seve:t"e Judgement and Vi.s1. ta Uon; JHVH was no lon5f'Y.' bound up 

. ,4 t\\ o,;\- of with Israel's existence; then how much the less,Zion. 
~ 
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CHAPnm I II: 

TSAI AH IN T'ARTI CULAH: 

In lee.vi ng t erri t()l'Y which was found to be ful 1 of cUf'-

ficulties and hypotheses, almost bewildering in their extent, 

there is openecJ. to our• view a field :1 n which hardly one discor(J 

ant feature can be f'ounc1; all au thori ties· c1eem. to ag:ree when t 

it comes to a consideration of I se.i ah' s conception of the Ma,; es 

ty of JHVH, and his doctrine of .Faith. 

{); 

The Majesty of JHVH is peculiarly Isianic. 

As Driver :remark.s (1) :- 91 rrhe majesty and the .holi nem1 of Isr·ael~ 

Sod are the two aspects of the Divine nature pre-eminently con-

8picuous in his writi.n['s; .... " Closely connectrd with thir:1 ex"" 

alted idea are 

1)---The Kingship of JHVH, 

t)--.. -The Hulllility oi" Man 

( 1) cf .Driv.lS:Llfe ·;_:·itm~pp~ls-;-109. 
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3) ~ ... ~.JHVH the Gotl of' Hin tory, and 

1)--In h:ts inaugu.r•al vision Isainh saw a h:i.gh, 1.of'ty throne u-

' pon which God. wr;~~J 
+1q,1'i" fo.ce.<;, 

si.tti.ng. Abt?Ve Hirn ntoocl Se:r.•aphim
1
,covored 

before their Mighty Lord w1th pairs or wi~es; the feet of each 

enfolded in a pair of wings, to stand, re8pectful, before their 

A11 .. ·rowerful Puler; DnCl to be :r.eaC:y to do thetr King's -~"Jid(ingMil 

do :tt quickly, each had an ad0it1onal pr:.iir of vrinp~3 vri th vrhlhh 

he flew (1). A mir:hty concepti.on to corre~:ipond with a mig_;hty' 

:rac t. V!hntevEn' cleep le.arni ng E1nc3 inve s tl.ga tio n may make of the 

Seraphim, there is hardly a doubt but that hure, Iaaiah sees in 

them grand, shadowy figut•es, towe1•ing. around the immense throne 

of .JHVH SE.DAO TH. Anc~ however pure or mighty they may be, they 

ntrrncl in deep reve:rance befo:r·e the, ''.King 11 • renderinc: Him abso-

lute obedience(2). 

TITCfJidr~f:rr. c . P·~·5 4- ;nu:H:" r. 1;. 44- • 
(2)cf.W.R.S .• Pr.Isr.who ~ays they are perso~ificatton of light
ning,p.218&422;Che.Proph.Is.p.37f. 
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From th:if': we might 1,nfcr thet I:::;r~.ir~h' s l<:i.ngo-ihip or Goel 

rep:r.•esents but the magn1flecl cast of an O:d.entnl deBpot.Were it 

not for the odium attached to this latter personage as well as 

or rather• because of' hir'; relati.c.1n to h1.s ~~ubjects, om' 1 nfoT•r·nce. 

would not be so very far fetched-that is in a certain respRct. 

~rhat God war:i an Ab~mlute Monarch to whom unr:u nchlng obed:i.enco 

waf'] due, warJ a firm convi.ction of Ie:-iaiah; ertd th:l~; be co.use he 

conef.)1.ved God to. be the truly Mor.al Pov1er, the Perfect ,Hight-

sous <THVB'.. "~foe is me " crie n the prophet 11 for I am unclo ne, for 

a man of unclean lips am I, an6 in the midst of an unclean pea-

ple do I dwell, for the "King ,TlIVH m~BAOTFI have m1 nE:) 0yer-~ :o:een'! 

Because God 1G the King of a mo~al realm, because He is essen-

tial1y moral, 1.s n :r'fH'l~3on for hav:&n1g falth i.n HIS Al3SOLUTE 

KINGSHIP;ru1d it w1:J,s not m1til the prophet vmP pur.tf:i.ed. that he 

could opprehend the command of God. 

God then is Hule,r of' a moral K:t ngdorn and thi r; t :,i 
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not l:i.mited to Is:t:•ael fir.)r: "Holy,holy, holy is JHVH GEBAO'I'H, 

the whole earth is the fulness of' His Glory." .JHVH SEBAO'.l'H is 
--~--- ~--.......... 

the g;reot 0..11.powe:r.f'ul God:i' \7hose IvTajesty,Kingshlp,Holiness a:r~'} 

Hei11ge, al8 heilig preisen ihn die sarafe, den H0iligen Isra~ 

els nennt Jesaja 1hn immer wiedrr. Der Ausaruck besagt zunllichst .. 

nichteJ anderes, als oass ,Jahve in voJ.lstem Sirrne de1:1 V!or-tes 

Gett ist, in nich.ts von der Welt abhJ\ngi.13, in a1.lem Uber d.o er 

haben t:md i.n allem als ih111 Herr Di.ch erweir::end.Seim} Hc:r.r<Lich ... 

kelt 1.iJt die Of:renbarung seiner Heiligkeit, in seinem nir.:i.jesU, .... 

tischen Walten heiliGt er sich (1). 

If Gocl's Kingaom 1s the vrhole earth, if He is th<:i 

Absolute Ruler and Authority,overythtng that occurs in the 

-{J::)sm:·r1:t~·n0i:--p·:-22i)"~·;·£·-:·;i_;,·;·-J)~. Theo l. d. Pro. p .170 :Von cler Maje~ 
st!H Gottes ist dj.e r.;<.Anze Erc1e voll, denn dle !~anze V!elt lDt Ab 
glanz seiner Macht und Herrlichke\t." and p.170:-"Dle Kahod ist 
nicht die Beth&t:tc;unc de:r. Macht nel'ost, c.1onc~ern nnr ihr;-~qt~
sche:tnung; sie i~1t c1emnach ?.unt!.ch:::it ein tti.tithetlscher• Begr'.lff 
und geh~rt speciell in dae Gebiet des Erhabenen ..... ";cf.Mar. 
K.H.c.p.65f. and sJ.rJo above on "Holinosr-:"p.l.J.l'f'. 
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wor•ld nmst bE:i interpreted through tho Divine \'Jill. Impl'lcit 

then in God's Kingship is JHVH the God of History.This,however-lr 
) 

not so closely bound up with the Majesty of JHVH as it. is with 

the prophet's Faith (1). 

A direct development f'rom JHVH' S Exal techrnss t::ts the 

Hu.ler of a rna:ral world are I t'3aiah' s teachings conce:r.ni ng . 
c-31 n 

o.na. humility of man, thr forr:ner expreBs\y stated, the latter 

more impl:ted.\7e ho.ve noted .abmte some phG.nes of the nat'i.on's 

·i ne oL.t t the idPa.r:i of hts prerJecessors. Here, l n connec ti.on with 

his own pecnlio.:r• conception of the Majenty of ,JHVH we hs.ve a 
I 

new light shed on a certain class of . 
s:i~nn which he vi,e:orou.sly 

--~ ... ..,..-- '":--;:-"":"'"'''"'""--~-........-.-~ ... - ........ -· ... 
(l)cf.SMEND Alt.Rel.p.219: Als ein K6nie auf hohem Thron er-
hlickt Jesaja den Jahve hei seiner Derufung-die Sarafe prelsen 
ihn ala d~n~Oessen Herrlichkeit die P&lle der gan~Rn Erda ist. 
Alhrn was du i~::it, i::it rd.ch t~:i an<.1eres als e:l n Offenbarung :o:e:i.ne1" 
Macht und Grt!lsoe.Aber in er·~1ter' I/i.nie tritt f'.:1elne Ifo1"rlichlu~it 
in seinem gesch:tchtliclrnn V7alten in c.lie I~r:rnhe.·i nung. Nicht al-· 
lain I~raels Geschichte~sondern alles was auf Erden geschieht 
ist die Erweis seiner Herrlichkeit.~ 
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such eonduet o.ri He mur3t take coc;n:ts.ance of in !Us quality of 

king and supreme judge in Israel,not sin in the New Testament 

8enDe, but on the one hand offences acainst social rtehteous-

ne~rn and e0u'ity, and on the other hand idoalt:r•y whlch 'is a de? .. 

nia.1 of Jehov!'..th1 s true kingship.'1 Thus we :find in ch.2 thnt the 

prophet ar1"'a.igm":l evltfrythi:ng high, ex.al tea., p.r•oud oncl lofty on 
r, 

this earth be it man puffed up with his wealth and idols, be it 

natur•e with her toweY"ing cc:idarB of Lebanon, her oaks of' BEu?han, 

her• skY···ri::wch:tng mou.ntninn, her hi1J.r.~ uplif'teC'; be :tt even the 

immense works of human craft: th~ crownint towers- fenced walls 

ships of Tarshish: for the heuehtinesA of humanity must be 

brought low, ancl the loftinenr:i of men r)owed clown and JHVH f3E-

JlAOTH alone shall he extci1 tad on the t day. 'rJ:1erf:1 fore "stow ycn1r-· 

f::clves e.way in the cave~1 of the rocks and hide' 1n the dust of 

the e~n,th at the terror of JHVH and the f::plendor of' Hie Majesty 
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when He ariseth to overawe the earth." 

'.rhe sin, .mentioned fiN1tfae;ainst the '\uomen of ,Je1"u· 

1:18.lE~m, is thG'lr haughtiness(3v.16). The pri.cle of those who ar·e 

wise :i.n their own eyes will be punished 1w the Jude;emrnt{fiv.21) 

Before all others shall Bph1•aim anc'l the inhabitants of Samaria 

feel the VJor.d o:r JHVH, be ce:..1.nne they ha.ve ·fJ ti ffe nea. their neck 

in prid.o ancl in the elation of their heart they spoke haughtily 
. f 

,JI-IVH'S Anger will avenge this, Hi:::; outf.~tretchea Hcrnd will bring 

them 1.)w (9v.B:r. c:f',also l?v.LJ;2Rv.l-6).;H-IVH'S Ang0r reveal!J it 

f>Olf alf10 in thA acts of Assyr:i a which is the rod of Hts VJ:rath 

to punish nations and to make them a trampling like the mire in 

the street. But Assyria itself tets proud, therefore it too 

must fall (lOv.5 cf.also supra p~90f.). 

All form~> of he.ught:l ness and pri<Jo are ~d rn1, re-

hellion acain:.-Jt, inasmuch as it l~"l a denial of JHVH'S K:l.ngship, 

of His 'Majesty and Glory which :f'i11 the vrorld. "Gott .Jahve 1st 



(101) 

dent Jesai.a a.er• K~n:l.g, der unurnschr·f!nkte He:rr•scher Cler \'lelt.Eln 

Vergehen eecen ihn characteri~~irt sich als Maje~~H\t::werbrech~)n 

\lnd alle St\nde ist Hochmut.h. 11 says 1Duhm (1). 

Of course the verse~ just quoted could all be 

used to set forth Isa1ah's beli0)f in man's humil.:i t-y. Uo.n :ls 

nothlng, has nothihg o.nO can do notlTlng as far as material th:in
0
s 

I 

themselves ore concerned.;; Nothing can he rea.l :i zed excc:ipt through 

God. "God :ts all, mah i~1 nath:tng- thm~ pe:r•.haps th.e theology of 

Isaiah could be most tersely and clea:rly r3tatec1. 11 Fays Cornill 

in his f}rophets of Isro.el(p.57). 

This thoueht, however, is not ns closely connect 

ed vdth JHVH'S Majesty as it is with that :Cundame11.to.l conception 

of Isaiah••-that of Faith. 

Ti)ci::DU.11h.";01·.d .. P1";: p :169. cf'. alr-io Sm. Alt. Re 1. p. ::::?.l: 11 Di. e S f\n
de ist fttr .Je.saja Emperung re.gen cJen Herrn der Welt, cl.le· StlncJe 
JfJr'EU';ls EmpB.rung gecen den wahren K6ni.g Is:raels." 
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CHAP 1rm.z II I: 

ISAIAH IN PAH'L1ICULAH; 

b)-FA1 TH. 

The feeling of' absolute trust in JHVH SEBAOTH mu.rit 

have possesrrnd. th.e p1•ophet at the very bee1 .. nning of hii:1 career. 

He enters willingly the se:rvi ce of God f with alacrity he an .. 

swe:rs the call of JHVH to announce the flestruction of the na-. 
tion. But stronge~ proof than that contained in the Consecra-

tion Vision is the name he gave his child whosr birth Rurely 

occurred about th<:'J time of the prophet's call: ~)hear Yashub, a 

rem.110.nt w1.ll l'.'(dturn. Thus while Is~:liah was thoroughly convinced 

th.at the nation would be destroyed, h:Ls unbounded :Cai th in ,JHVH 

made him fe8l just as sure that a remnant would remain.He strove 

to convert the entire n~tion to hie faith; he made the most 

strenuous efforts to persui:J.d.e Judah to trust :i.n JHVH alone;and 

as is characteristic of human nature, he worked with greater 

------ ----------------------
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might because of his consciousness of sure failure. 

For witness the ncene which occaEioned his firRt pas 

.itive U.eelr:n•ation of the c1oct:r.'.t.ne o·r Fa:tth.Between the time of 

hir:3 call(ch.6) 011.d this r.-icene (ch.~) the prophet hos be('n 

preachinf to the people Amost God of Justice and Righteousne~s. 

He attacks skept:i.cr::i and those who have no faith, but must ::rn(;J 

JHVH'S dotngi':'.1 come to pa!:is before they will belleve(Bv.19).Thur:i 

we are brought to the critical year of 734. Then it wad that 

Rez:l11 ('.lf Syr:ta v.nd .Pekah of r;amarl a joined forces to effect the 

subjuge.ti.on of Jud.ah. Ahaz o.nd his political aclv'is(>r•s vvr.n•e 111 

grent 8 traits, rrh(:) ffi08 t CXP,eclient poJJ, CY S8PffiGd t.O be to 11\J.y the 
I 

help of Assyri.a. In trw meantime the city wa1~: boing put in con.,.. 

dition, so as to vd.thstand thf} thr•eaten:i.ne; attack.In great 

fear- Ahaz ir:i looking after th~~ walls aml wo.ter t:'Upply when he 

ls conf'rol'lted by Isr>.iah who han wi. th hi rn hiF3 non ::;'heo:r Ya~:1huh{l 

l fr:'rh:~t":f'fie'ni'1,11tTo;;-~Tiex·e-of-Shrn:r YaBhub is meant to ho r:mpha.,, 
~ic:goes without saying for he represents at once the hopelees 

ness of the prophet' f.) mi ~3 sio n as we 11 r.w the latter's ca.rd'i. nrn 
aoct:rine·~F'aith.Also notl:':Jworthy ls it that Ahaz 'ls exr:i.rrrlni.ng the 
condition of the cityp1·~ 
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With thln background ln vtew, the slmple worc1n o:f' 

Im~iah become all the more r'l"lmr,1rkable.Ahaz is anxiour:~ r•esPe.ct-

ing the water ... supply an(J the wallr~ of the c'i ty :i.e. he i.8 lcwk.. 

to earthly help; Ir.rniah pol11ts to the only Help. Ahaz fears the 

Syro-Ephraimitic invaders;Isa\ah points to the only One to he 

feared. Ahaz ie conspiring wtth Assyria to have his enemies at-

tackect in tJ:rn rear; Isa1.ah pointr~ to the True ana. only Consp'.i.~, 

ritor. "Keep pe:rfectly qu:tet' riays the in•ophet~'fear naught, 

't 
trust naught, save JHVH. The plans of Aram and Syria will fall 

through. Do you but put n11 confi.denco :tn God: 

~r.:r you confide not, you'll abide not." 

Ahaz listens. It R~ems extremely impra6tical to 

him ·ln the 1.mpending cris1.s. In lits hesiU1tlon, he ts confront= 

ed. wj th an astot1nding proposi t:lon. "Ask thee a sien of .. HNH thy 

Q.cid., deep unto Sheol, h:i.gh lJ.nto heaven." He refufH:1:::; 11 to test" 

JHYH, when imp a tdl.ently Isaiah burs ts f·or.•th: "Heo.:t• now Cl. House 
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of' Ue..vicl, irJ it too little th.at you wear·y· men, would. you 

mother shall cive birth to a Aon Rhe shall call him "God-with-

us", t,o l~epr·osent the unbel:lef of Ahuz o.s wel"J ,e.s th.e mother's 

r•Em1en1brancc of the unexpectod. ret:reo..t of the Syrians e.nd the 

Ephro.i.m:t tei'.':l. JudrcJ.h w:tll soon r;o.y 'God if::~ with us' ; for before 

the ch:l.1c1 i 1::i two year~; old the land. of tho two hos tl lo kings 

w:l.ll have f£\llen prey t(.) A~rnyria (1). 

But the more Isaiah said the more w8s Ahnz hardened 

1. n hi :3 'po li. ey' . Truly hi. !'1 mi r:~ fl:i. on o :f' . m.oJd. ng the n~ ti.on de nf 

and bli. nd vrn.s hei ng i'ulf illed. 'rhe prophet h.aa. fai lE'Jd. dismally; 

withe. bitte:r repu.l.~::c:i had he met.~rhe nation must fall. 

"But religion will rnlt, for it is not deperulent 

(i)F:fit'lln:~nuefti-· '\;;i,th it's-polemical 11. terDture does not eoncPrn us 
here. Of niound exege~:ds however, the m1:J'Dt startJJ ng ns well af3 

plauGibla theory-on the surface- is that advanced by Porter.It 
:ls ln perf'ec t £le co rel wl th the prophe tie prae ti ce o:f' play on 
popular no Hons. Cheyne 11 howevo:t.,, han cloarly refutea the po~·d.~ 
t:ton in h:lEi a:r.t. on Is. in 1£NCYGL.BIB. Me..r•tl.' s 'lo.eas 8.Pt'.l given 
above by t:rn. cf'.alr:io sm.Altltel.p.228,nc)to. 
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on ro:rmtJ of' poli. t:t {Hil life ncn· even on an organl ze c3 ehur·ch. 

1rh1;ire l~i a rol:te;:t.ous commun:t ty· freo from 8.ll fo:rm of e;overnment. 

constituted without any regulor religious system~ held torether 

by the spir:t tual b<::lnd alone, t. e. throuc:h s1x~olu te trun t i. n 

JHVH; ln Hh1 testimony ~"'f!)IJ'\and IUs d.i:cc-icti.on 77.,,,,,. ~rhis relig-

ion 1.s abovE:l the reaeh of popular prnr.ticei:~." In the so words 

Mart~ expreases the spirit of Is.Rv.16-18 (1). 

The :r.EH:iult~i of this rnomontous meet:i.ng wtth Almz form 

the prototype of the actiorw of the Pl.lophet as well as o:f' his 

v1o:r.d::~ ~ on the two oth.<:ir :tmparti:rnt epochs :tn hir'i ciu•ecr. 

In 722 OC·CUJ'.'l:'ed the f'all of Samaria. rrht s 

cJJ.rJc.u'ltii;n:• mur;t have ~lppeo.led strongly to the prophet; fo:r. late1" 

in the rieriod of h.1.s greo.ter:>t, etctiv1 tyu. the t:i me of the EgyptJ. .. 

an AU.iance ... he rrarnr:o Jer•Uf:>alem to take heHHl from the fate o:r 

~Jamv.ri a. 'UJ t J'udah give up her w1. eked pract'l C<:iS and l:i. s ten to 

---- ··---------·-
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the Thora a.f.' ,THVH; let he:r. rer:ot from a.11 allianv.:es crna. eeo.so de 

penC:Ling on cw.rthly hr:,lp. But they mock at JHVH' ~3 wortl 1.n the 

mouth of th~; prophet. Thex·ef'Q:t:'e t'.he y w:i. th all the Lr· ma tel"'i al· 

o:l.(ls r:1ho.ll fall, for thun saith JI-NH: "Behold I found in Zion 

a test stone, a corner stone; he that believeth, shall not give 

way. 11 Bu.t. as for tJfoe nati<Hl,t beoaUf:lEJ of' its vrickc~c:inetis nnd Ois-

Co '\fV\ ~ 

trmit ~ the 1:.ive1•flowlnc ::~courge ::;hall r:;i.1.ong tl.na. i.t :-:;hall be ut-

t '] t (28 '1 ~o\ er .. y swap away ~ v$. -~~,. 

~ . 

ing had more influence with Hezekiah than it had with Ahaz.If 

we can rely on the aoc9unts in the historical appen01x to Isai-

ah v:l7..chs.3t3·w39; or better, thf.l.t of the Book o@ F.ings, we can 

say with a tolerable degree of cevtainty tl1at He~ekiah broke 

off all negotiations with Eeypt(cf.Is.ch.18v.4; also the de-

nunciation of Shebna, the head of the Egyptian Party 22v.15-17) 
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the Assyrian yoke(l). In 701, t:h.e:r.•efore, when the Ruv Shoka Cle-

:Llver•ec1 the i.m.pious words of Scrnn·aohe:l'.'ib to the king,ln whlch, 

c1emanding the :-ciur1"ende:r.' Cif the c:t ty, the Assyrian betrayed his 

haughtine~s and pride$ Isaiah comes out holdly with his Judge-

should not fear, but remain perfectly quiet; put their fa\ th in 

God f.'1.nd all wouliil be vrnll, The enemy woL1la lw.ve to contend:b1e 

For oe 11-'i.a t cannot be op po ~~ed much less tr:l umphe<.1 over. 

pe:r.y of deep myBtery has spread i.ts impE::1netra1<te fold::i. Jerusa-

lem vms saved. Isa:l.e.h eomes forth. 

But two years ago he had drawn his solemn lesson 

from the fate of Samoria: onl;y thorie r:~houlcl su.rv1.vt:: who ,put ab-

~1olute tru~-3t in J1NH(}3f\v.16). Almost ect the rrnme ti.me (703-?0~~) 
"'( 1) It . ·i~-OliI2i-seem7rux;th€!"r-:-~Thati'r1"".7TI' the t 1 me 0 f tho r al 1 0 f' 
M.idod., the k'i ng contE)ruplo. ted an a11'.Lanee vri th Egypt a~,,d thus 
b:t'E)aldmg with Assyr:lf.:t; butro Tsfalah_ through h:i.s riymbolic set'rnon 
of dre~·3S :i. ng 1 i ke o. captive kept the war party ·in abeyance (ch. ~~Q) 
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h.(1 c':lec1f1l'.'ed. the :i.r-i).pencl:tne ruin of the fJtate(30v$,,,,17) because 

the people r.re nH:i.kine: nllinncr~~: with Egypt in:~tea<l of wt th JFNH 

"For thu::1 ::::aith the Lo:rd J'HVH, the Holy One of Israel: By Y'~'3·· 

turnin~ and resting, ye would be delivered, in quietnens and 

confi .. dence woulcl. be your.• strength; but ye refcrnecJ.; ther.•r-'fore 

will ye be destroyed." In th~ meantime a slitht reformation 

had taken place; hope rose in the prophet's breast; Assyria is 

to fall ana she doe~J. 

Now cor.neFJ Isaiah, expecting to bri.ng the people to a 

close:t' union with JHVH )whem even his ritout heo.r·t quai.l::i at the 

e.maz:t11r; s tupi.d.1.. ty of h:i.s countrymen. They nre vvholly dear and 

bl:l.nd. 11 0 look.,away from me" cries th.el Seer, "let me weep; be 

not urgent to comfort me for the de~itruct1.on of the claughter of 

. mypcople ...... Ye look to your armatlr and your walls but ye look 

not unto Him who prepared it, e.nd Him who f s.E:l'li oncd it lone; 

sinceye ditl not regard •.... Surely this inqui·ty f3hal1 not be 
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cancel1.ec1 even in you1" <'Po.th,'.::;alth thE" 1,ord,JHVH ~;;EBAM:'I-H" 

Probably t-<).t;·tl:yi::: time vra~1 uttered the o.ccuBing 

pr(~achm.ent of ch.l. '"Art o.x lrnoweth its ovmer nnc':'t the asr~ its 

nrn~1ter1s crib but Israel doth mot know its God; they are all 

rebellious sanB. Had it not been for JHVH they a.nd their city 

would have been like Sodom. But the final Judgcmrnt will come 

mnd. wi 11 wlpe out all the unclean ()neD; then vd.il JHVH rN1 tore:> 

their judgesras before and their elders ns i~ the olden time~ 

and the city shall be a City of Righteousnes$;faithful to JHVH. 

1rhis hintory of lsai.ah' rJ f'ai th brinr:s out clear~· 

ly the thrE'e idea:oi of': ... 

1)---JHVH the God of History 

2)-~-JHVH the Goel to be l"oa:r.ed 

3)---The Doctr1ne of the Remnant. 

A necessary concequenc~ of the teachinc or the 

·Majer-:ity o:f' JHVH was found to be the God or Hidtory. But thl E'. 
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lattc:1 ... conception h1 llnked heart Dnd ;·:oul with the r<r.ophr,tr; 

Ti'11lth. Why should Isai.£lh have b1-doen .1;.haz not to f'ear the mere 

tips of tho two snDki nt-: fire br8n<1s of the North; not to put ··hi.ri 

trur:it in oa:r.thly helps,much lerrn in nn alliance with Assyria; 

why should hci hav0 demanc'lec! of thP. k'i nc~ of Judah absolute quiet 

at a time when the greatrGt activity Sfrmed a vital necessity 

WE>X'C:' it not fd·~ thf' fact thot his Fa1 th o.ssurcc1 htm ')f a God of 

Histox'y,,JHVH of '.'lor1c1 Hif:itory,who guid.es the Ou;ti.ny of '18.t:i.oN; 

s.nd :r.u1E•f3 r:.rnprPme over all the v1or>ld. Thi::1 thouc;ht vm~:; impliCld 

almighty Ft?-:L th in S.HVH led him to give the cl0are~1t expression 

to 1.t.. ''l'hus ln chapter 22v.11f.tho p:roph.et stJ.n.rn up the ln.ck::o:f 

Faith in the words:" ..•• but ye look not unto Him who prepared. 

·it,rrncl H:im who faGh:i.oned :i.t lone; since ye (11,d not rr{~fl.l"ct." 'rhis 

says plainly enough that God is the author of rvents of thr 
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ir:J r:i.ven to thif: 1clca. "Fo:r thL1.!1 Raith JHVH to me,I will t)(' 

still onc1 look on in my placE%0.f~ still ns thr- clccn• brat in the 

sunshine, as the dew cloud in the hPat of harvest~ For hefo~e 

the ho.rve:cd~,when th1:iblossom is over, ancJ the bud becometh a 

ripe gr·apc" he f:;hall lop off the branches wi. th p:r•tb.ni ng >:ni f'e and / 

the 'tendrils shall he hew away·."(18v.~f.). In commentinR oft ,,,, 

tho first part of this quotation Marti says~ ..... we er int, 

schaut er den Dingen zu·urtd koine Unruhe beflllt ihn,die auch 

bei den Menschen ein Zeichen iet,dass sie ihn nicht kennen vgl/ 

?v.4,9;30v.15." Further thP ~·rnme author sayr:.~:- 11 Wie TaugcwlHR 

in der Ernteglut dlh. wir dio uns1chtbaren una von keinem Windr 

ucl1ercet~iebenrn obersten W&lkohen 1 von denen in drr Erntrzeit 

der 1rau he:rni ederf'~ll t. Do.n rd :1d go.n:t ·V'ortr1 1i'"ff'li clH' B1 lrJ or f!\r 

die d Urch ko 'l ne V/o:t tlf\~ncJ.el c;eE~ tt~rte flUhe a.cs UD::d. ch tbetren, ab 

rrr--c-r.·--it:;rre:-n~;·~-~f ... ;~-:p. I 15 . 
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abcr alles ~ehenden und fiber das Mencchliche hoch erhnbrnPn, 

:e:o ei nen Wi 11en cltJ.rchfru-.trE1nde n Got tes. So ruhir·-.1uum .. re.hwe ble iben 

wo die E~eignisse in Asien daa rcl1mvolla und starke Volk der 

A thJ.Qpen i m ffernen mlcJen Agyp tons in Aufregung b:r.i ne;en: So ruhig 

ks.nn und ~oll o.ber auch ,TahweD Volk l.m Vertrauen nuf' pc:i.nen 

fdr die Jud&er nich~ gesagt su werden,die rs wissPn kBnncn,dass 

nicht Btlnd1risse mit fremc:Jcn Relchrn,flOndern Hu.he unc1 ~':)t·illesE".i. 1~· 

ihr Moil s1nd vg1:7v.4,9;2BV.16;30v.15."(l). 

It appears to us,howevPr,that the crowfuine ex-

ovor a11 that o ocurs in the wo1~·ld, is found in the rrmc:;_rkabl P 

words of ch. 3lv. l-:-5: -"Hal th.one who go down to Egypt f'or help, 

ancl who roly on hor::-3er; ancJ put their truat i..n chariots lwcause 

·TiD~\r.K.H.~C.-'1):149.o:f'.alGO Duhm H.K. p.1H1:f.'.'I1he latter• afte:r 
a leng:thy cJiscur:i:'.'d.on f';Umc:: up the r::ituat1on :tn th.Nm vror()f''.:··'.

1 
••• 

auch erfordern Jahves weitere Abs!chten mit Israel una Cen V5lk 
ern clas volle Wunder den: ::rnhlagenc1Pn Bewei r3 c~D.r-> .JHVH a:L~:d n DJ, •• 
les geplan t L:mc1 ge than hat." 
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they a:r•e many and 1.n ho:r~~emen 'hecau2.p th.r·y nrP a host,:)ut look 

not unto Israel's Holy Onr.,ne:i.thtJr consult JHVlL Yet h(' i.~· w'ise 

and hringeth evil to pass, and Hid words H~ hath not rPcal,Pd, 

and He will arise against the house df ~vildoer~ 1 and against 

the help of those that wor~ wickednPss. Yea the Egypthams are 

men and not God an~ their horses flesh and not spirit ...... " 

f>t' 
In these la~~ worc1s the prophPt ha:::; put 1.n con ... 

crete form the gt>r:·at abstractions of. ,TI-IVHts OmnipotPnco-Or.on1.pre 

sence,Omnitcience. The Egyptians are merely men, their horses 

flf3~'Jh;what is man,what is flesh, Nothing,abi:iolutely nothtng 

their greatest affirmation in these few words: for 1~ is not 

ber.atil.sc it is Egypt,not bPcau:-H~ i.t i~; horse,but because ·1t 'ls 

man, 5. t 1 s fle,sh: ·~hcrd'o re, the v.'hole Ua tcri al t1go'i. mi t the Omni-

pre:::;ent;,Omnipotent Sp1.r1. tue.1. ~or wr have no rlght to turn to 

any one, to anythi n,e; for help ,God alone shpuld be our saviour. 
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!~io1~:FI,()illt,i{;_ s ·· f;a;-lc)t:is' · v(?~~·\ e (ch. ~51.v ·i) thP r o l low:l ng cone lus i. 0'1 "; 

have bePn dro.vm by va:t'loLJ.s auth:n"i t'1cf3. Preepenbrine(T'heo.Q.T.p 
96) says:~·The most explicit ~tatement on the spirituality of 
GocJ. ir~ f·:und in Isaiah·<31v.3. 
fimencl (Alt.Hel.p.220) sayB:-11 He also call~·) .H1.hwe ~3pi.rit cf. 
3lv.!'..i. Le.~rhe One Absolute Ac:enstout~:iide of \7hom thnre 1:'· only 
powerless flesh." 
Duhm(H.K.p.206f.)remarkR :-"V.3 stellt mit oiner Klorhrj t,wiF 
bishcr noch nich genchehen,die beiden sich hAk&mpfenaen M!chte 
und Principi.en ein anclej:' gcgr:in1lbe:t> .....•....• (O.ieF:c)b:tlclf'n die· 
Hl!>henpuncktc des e.1 tp:ropho ti nchon, ohne rl111colog:i. o unc1 PolN.01.k. 
VOl."dt•ine;cncJen Unive:t"sali smus un€1 di E' Triebkrl\fte <'!Pr folgenc1en 
Hel:ie;ion~:rnntvlckltmg bis zu lKor.15 h1.nauf.'~1 

M~rti K.H.C. p.231 observes:-"Clenr ana sharp cut aors thr pro
phet ~';ta te thr powers which o.re bat tl 'i nr~ £:lE:O.:l ns t r acho thc:r.. 
on· the one r:(ic!e o.nd ,Goel aN1 'Spir] t;:ancl His Jqngcl::\m o:f' 
Spi:r•it repre::::rnnts ID.he flharpN~t contrats t · thr Egyptian who 'l·Je·· 
long to the cotagory of men and ~10se kineeom remainr on0 of 
fler.1h. eV("n thouc;h thi'y °tJring thd r cods with thrm on thr bat
tle firld. At this point thr old notion is overcome viz; that 
JHVH ·j s nH:'rel;y· the God of 1 Sl'D6.;l :ctLJ.pPt'i or i" P0\'1 r·r to thr other 
gods. JHVH is the '.)pidtual Prl.nciple in thp hi.r~tory ')f thew 
world;Hh1 Powe1~ :ls of a hi £'.hn• 'kin<J than that of man et•1(l flesh 
and He reprr~ents a classificstion loftier than that deprnding· 
on mcr>e number~1 and mas~<. This 1oft1n:> D'lvi.1w ortrrvrill be.vie~ 
tor:touri:JlIVH nec-'!ch but "tr etch out IHs Hand ancl tht~ ri drrf:; of 
flO~h fall tO thr cround;thP fVil-dOrrs Will hP jUdfPd ana 
wo~ldly m\cht will be overcome. Hrre wr prrceive how ~HVH'G 
MajNity and Glory fill thr whole world (6v.3);here V./".'' nee- thY 

:i~£~_Sll..2..:.(_.JJnty_~:.1.~JLtl1.f.illL_Qns1 ... ..llf _q v1orld conquer i nr'. Rel i cri on." 
Note 2:--Duhm (H.r:.p.13fl) sayr3: "Die Ge~rnh1chte 1Yt :rtlt• ·ihn nieh 
ein r.ee;t:ll .. o~H'r Haufen von I?egebenhd.ten Lmcl menf1.chl·ichen Stre~· 
bLmgen, sonc1ern ein plonmf!f:;sip:r-s 0.PbilOr Go~.te~·'l.tt 
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Jn connection with this 1dra of the Sod of History we 

would b:t•ing i.n a corcluCing thought an to the prophettc atti,tud.t.. 

"towards the nstion8 (cf.supra p.39f'). Vie have note<l alr•rady 

that our thrPe prophetr:i reenr(led JHVH af; holding the clestird.e~:; 

not only of Isaael but also of other peoples. The pos4 tions of 

1h·,iv ' .~ 
!~to.Rea ana Ir:Joiah are brought out all the cleareK :f'rom the Ftand 

they took on the quest'l(rn of alliances with forr:drn peoplor.-~. 

'l'he protest arainst alli ance-maki ni:t wetr; f'ounci crl on the 
l .. ~ 

broader prophPtio conceptions of the relations between Israel 

and the nations and of each in turn to God.We have seen that 

to JHVH'S own volltionithat this relation involved certain fu~ 

' a .... tie.~ de.mental on the p;.rt of Israel which thei latter e;ros sly neglect 
1\ 

ec1; thft there:rore Israel must fall (1); that thls awful truth 

grew out of prophetic Monotheism; and lastly thot this latter 

Ti)i;bi;iTc"iiii-y·~~Tr1g. 'the same cotJ.1d br ~"ai a 1 n the cane of As·· 
syria, who bore a ~~pecial :relatjon to r.:od; l:iut not mindful of 
what thjn 1nvolved: t~erefore its fall was predicted. 

I 
I i 
I 
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ii 
I[ 
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combined with prophetic Univrrsalism, interpreted the victori-

ous oncoming of Assyria 1.n the lipht of God's weapon; The so-

called statesmanship of the prophrts, tl1erefore, was all due to 

religioLu3 conviction i1.nc1 not to clever policies which ·1 n truth 

they· consic1ered si m> ( 1) . 

\'!ith this i.mportant t'\ho1.l.ght 1.n mlncl we thoroughly 

understand and appreciate the simple,sublime attitude of Hosea 

(cf.Hos.5v.13;7v.11; Bv.9; 12v.2;14v.3) in condenming all alli-

anceD w:i.th the powers:God 1.s Omnipotent, He is the only One to 

be lookE")d to for help. 

Isaiah~ however, Rtands forth pre-eminent in the condem~ 

nation of earthly help. And this becauRe of his Fa1 th in the 

God. of History. 

OLlx' prophet's Iil~1ith 'lr~ ~\omething nevr in the devr1lop •. 

ment of Israel's 'ne1.1-t~ior1. It v·D.s a dec1.ded advr1Hrne on Hor3ra, 
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Smend notw'ithstuna.1.ng(l) .rre take it, howevE1r, that we have 

brought out Isaiah's attitude towards alliances, tn the prece~ 

tng pages( cf.supra J'HVH 1 8 l:1ngnhip and. humility· of man pp.94, 

101,where"everything material is as naught beforP JHVH: and 

cf .especially the history of' J:p,aiah' s Faith pp.102-·llO) :we will 

therefore sum up the whole matter in the wordfi:-Isa:iah's oon-

ception of' ,Jl-tvH gr:.i.ve h1.m FoJ th i.ti 1'Um Vho h~ Almiehty nnd not 

mGtn, Spi:r.i. t end not flfH1h; V:ho if~ the God of' the world, V!ho 1 s 

and. should 1~e considered hy ~:lll men, the only ~3oul"cE· of Help(2). 

Si.nee .THVH th(~t1 i.~1 the only Helper.,men need have l'l:Cl"fe:ttY.1 -save 

:ror 
J'HVH the Goel to be Feared . 

"Fo~ thus snid JHVH unto m£ with a strong pressure of 

Tifsn;J~it'.n'~i.1.)~--if1rif.S~·u1c, have it that Hosea vras on a 
level with Isaiah tn this mr:l.tter of' Paith the only a.ifference 
being that Is.coined the term. cf. however Mar.J:\.H.C.p.74f.: .. 
"Det• AusO.rLtck. \>Yl~i'I glauben erscheint h1er, .... zum er.str:rn Mal in 
den Geschichte der• Hel.ig:ton Israels ... "; Bt,:1:dde Rel.Iro~r.p.1.56:-
11It haf~ :justly been said that the conception, of :relig]our1 :f'rJ:ti:h 
was bo:t•n at the moment whcrn Js. and Ahaz met, 11 ;Du.ILY.p.f5l;~ 
"Und da(Is.7v.9) unsers W~ssens zum ersten Mal in Israels Re-
11.gionse;esch:i.chte, wi:rd t'len Ausdruck refurn1rn ... :glauhen. 
(2)cf.ls.2;5v.ie:7v.4,9,14;18v~4;20v.5;22v.A&ll;2Rv.12&16;30v. 
15-17;3lv.l:ol1 references age.·im1t tI'ilDt ln the lVTtitt?l''ial. 
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H:ts Hand upon me o.na wa:r.n:tng me not to we.lk in the way of this 

peopl r.•: -Ct-tll ye not conspiracy tlll that th.l n peoplE~ cal 1 eth con 

r3piracy, anc1 that which they fee.rt fe!B:r. not yr, neither account 

l t. dreadful. JHVH SE BAO TH ,H:im shall ye count co nspi ra tor, and 

let him be yc'.»UX' Fea:r' and. D:r.ea.d."(Is~Rv.11~·13) (l} .Ana as we have 

ob~1erved , Isaie.h command~! Ahfaz not to. fear hi.El enemies but 

(~od. alone. 

Fram all that has been said above, on Faith; from 

the clt:u:is,:1.ficat:lon of Isaiah as the pt•ophet of Fa1th(2} one m 

mlght be led ta the belief that for our Seer; Fai. th per f'.>e was ~he 

parn1cee. for. all elmthly woes. If such will be the conclus:i.on 

drawn from theGe pe.ees, then have we not done justice to the 

teachings of our prophet. For i;i.bove a.l.1, Tsai.ah is the dirrnlple 

of Amns, preaching a God of Morality, af Justice, of Righteous-

Ti! Fo-;., t~him 't'ran~Ia t:i. on c:r. Mar'. IL H. c. p. 86.; DLl. Ff. K. p. 6 l. 
(2)cf.~i!f.J.!'.K•H.C. Eil"llt1itlrng p.X.XI 11 

.... er bleibt de1" Prophet 
der=i "Glaubemi"." 
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ne::=JS; and if the nation is not t~ruly 11 Holy" it rnust fall.It 

wa.r.o in a moral God that Ise.ish had Faith; it i.:~ OYlly a moral 

rnan who ci;m have abs(:>lut.e Faith in the God of Righteousness. 

For how can s.nyo ne have 'F'ai th in Gad, who he.as not 1. n 

himself' the Divine cthi.ca1 qual:i.til"s.'\Nere thts not the case,how 

a::3 fe.r as th~; nation waE; conce:r.nec1'7 He know ru11· .. well that all 

his efforts were vain: but he persevered, for it was to he a 

sign to late:r genera.tions th.at he who ho.B Faith in God will he 

established by Him (Is.3Qv.8f.). 

The ethical intent of the Isianlc Faith is seen 

most clearly in (1) 

The Doctrlne of the Remnant. 

Though Amos predicted an all~destroying Judeemont, he 

seems to have en tertai. ned a f'ai nt, longing h()pe for a remnant 

. ---~ ... ---~-__........___.....-( l) cr.espec1.allY V1 .R.~3mtth Pr • .Isr.p.324 on r~-~miah 1 s J?e:tth. 
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com1i:;it:i.ng of rlghteous men. "Hate the ev:ll cmd love the good 

SEBAO'IH will 'he g:racioun to the :r•emnant of ,Jospph"(Am.5v.Hi). 

But when he 8ees thr nation thoroughly ste0ped in its wicked-

ness, he does not he:e.1itate to pronounce the e.1.l~nonsuming ,Jud.gE3 

ment( U. 

Under the i.nf'luence of his :i.clea of th~) God of I.iove,Ho·~ 

sea gi.vef:l beautiful expression to his conception of the fut1..1rE::l 

l'..lf.'' the people. 11 And I wil1 be troth thee unto me f'orcver; ye a$ 

I will betroth thee unto ma in Righteousness, and ln Justice, 

r:md ln Laving-kindne::-:irJ n.nd in Mercy (2v.i9). 

Isatah bu'il~1s his idea of the Hemnant on th8.t of' 

Amos, a1h11.ng to lt Faith. 1n fact IseJ.ah*s 1.c3oas of Faith,Judge 

me nt and Remnant are i. "'Separable; he he1d them at the ve:r.y be~· 

ginnj,ng 9f hii:i ca:r:eer, embodled as they were~ :i.n the name of his 

Ti.Tc:r ~ J ~; ';:;:·nfri~yci .' -;;'t:Atn'(;"s by BuetcJ.E} p. r~3 l; Driver 11 'I'he Bo oJ{s of· 

Joel and Amos p.182. 
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son: ·~Shear Yat:;hub i.e. the p:rophet' s Fa1. th 'in God that Fie wourn 

destroy the wicked nation, but that He would also preserve the 

f s.i thi'ul few. 

This is confirmed br,t t'lbe next ref·erence:8v.l6-·18 

in which the ideal community is pictured as dependent on no 

f'orm of church or state, never the le 8S f Ol:'mi ng a unit through 

t1*ltei.r Pai th ·tn the Holy One of In:rael (cf'.supr.•a pp.105f.) .In 

10v.5-15t the idea of a Remnant is implied. Assyria is 

rci·d to punii>Jh th.e wicked. but in:::~tead of that, it would BX•• 

terminate the nations it conquers. 

~rhe clear0st express·ion of the moral element 

o:f' that F'ai th wh1.ch is to be held by those who \\{).LJ.ld remal n,is 

found in ch.28v.16f. The corner stone of the new commun'lty is 

Faith, but the r:.1tru.ctur.e to be erecte(J on it will be t:riod and 

true~ tried by J~NH'S plunili-line of Justice, true to Hie level 

of' Hightfiousness; :fo:i:•11 G<:>d's realm :ls an ethical one and moral-
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ity develops from Faith i.e. from Religio~{l). 

rrhe parttng words of Isali;i.h are contalned in ch.I 

v.19f,:- 11 If ye be wi.lling and a·bed1.ent, the good of::1the land 

ye shall eat; but if' ye refuse and rebel, by the sword shall 

ye be eaten, f'or the Mou th of the Lord ha.s f1poke n it. 11 As a 

laudator temporis acti, he bemoans tht::) present wi.ckedness of' 

Jerusalem as contrasted with the Faithful City that was full of 

Justice, where Highteousness was wont to lodge. But all the en·~ 

em:1.es of ,1!-IVB>- the unruly ru:U:lrs, cot•rupt judges, perjured wi.t-" 

ne sse s ... will be remove(l. from the c:\. ty, even as a.ro sF.i from :11. lvet• 

"Then will JHVH br1.ng hack thy judges as at f:l.J'."St, ana thy coun 

sellors a.El at the beginning: a:E'tet"WS.l'.'ds, thiou shalt 1le cal1ed 

Cl taclel of Rlghteous ness, Pai thful City. 11 

This section is tenerally acknowledged as 

conte:lnlne the last words or Isaiah .. Vihi::n•e is the i\ler.rnianic 
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King? Where is the ~L'emple with tts priest~:' and i::ult? Whe1-tc~ the· 

~trong walls of an Inviolable Zion? Where the powe:r•fu1 Citadel'? 

'Nrnre is a Oita.del, but 1.1ne t1fte:P the haal'.'t of Amos, 

as well as Isaiah. T.he:re is an everlastin~ d.ty, eternal; h(()lt 

Jriowevarc.beoa(ase ~it is <Zion but be cause 1. t is R1.ghteous and 

Faithful. 
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