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Introduction.

It.is esséntial in treating this subjeet to first define
our terms,to avoid confusion as our Thesis proceeds to unfdld and
also to state clearly the premises upon which we work. First,as to
the meaning of the word'"Universalismiwe may for our purpose state
it ag the belief that God(Yahweh) is the Lord God of all the
world and unto Him alone the peoples of all nations musgt look as
the Divine Being.

In treating this subjeet in its relation to Israel we
must proceed not with the Bible as we find it,but in the order
which contemporary Bibleal science and facts of our investigation
of necessity arrange&\it;accepting the opinion of such scholars
as Driver,Budde,Smith,Welhausen and Dilmen, upon any question of |
date or SOUrce.

It ig absolutely imperative that as the subject unfolds,
great end careful attention must be given to Israelitish history,
(Bibical and Post-Bibical) for the evolution of his religion is
closely associated with the history of the Jew. This question is
bagsed upon the views of the several Prophets,upon the Bibical
books (legal and historic) and upon the post-Exilic works.

We need not concern ourselves to any great extent with
what constituted the religion of Isrsel before his forming into
one nation.Our task permits us to begin with the United Tribes
as & nation of Israel,in a land of Israel,with a God of Israel.

ThiS,them,shall be our point of departure and asg we proceed we




ii.

shall consider the ldea of & universal God as it presents itself

in the different ages under different and at times widely opposed

leaders. We shall note the contribution of each age to the thought
“and development of the idea until ite finally consummetion in

the days of the greatest of all prophets,Deutero=Isaish.

To Dr.Julian Morgenstern,who has s0 generously given me
his time and his most valuable suggestions,my sincerest thanks are
given,also to Dr.Moses Buttenwieser,to whose class work and

book the"Prophets of Isrsel",l am indebted for much of the meterial

contained in this Thesise.
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Chapter 1.
National God in Ancient Israel.

The story found in the book of Bxodus in which the Lord marw
ﬁ@lously redeems "His" people,whose ory He hag heard rising from
under the yoke of Bgyptian oppresgion,is that of the religious
birth of Israel, joined by covenant with the National God,Yahweh,
whose suceor and protection in times of imminent danger end trials
proved His superiority over otﬂer peoples and other gods. In Moses
we see the founder of the religion of Israel and its laws. He was
the first historie individuality who can be said to have welded
the Israelite clans into a whole. This could never have been done
without & unifying worship which he found im Yahweh worship.

Just here we Ffind a difficulty end apparent contradictions
in the sources themselves. The authors of the "J" code assunme
that Yahweh was worshipped by the Hebrew race from the very be=
ginnings of the hbstéry of the Universe. On the other hand,ac=
cording to priestly writings,( Bx.6:2 ).God spoke to Moses and
gaid," I am Yahweh.But I appeared to Abreham,Ilsasc and Jacob as
El Shaddai and by my name Yahweh,I did not meke myself known
unto them?V According to this later tradition the "Yahweh" was
not known until‘the event of Moseé and it was by His unexcelled
power that Israel was redeemed from the "house of bondage". We
may take the middle course and say that the truth lies somewheres
between these two radically opposing views. In any event,this
much becomes olesr beyond & doubt. Yahweh from this theophany on,
becomes the supreme deity of the Hebrew people and the Ark was

constructed as the embodiment of the "numen" of Yahweh and was
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" borne in front of their armies when they mabched to war. It is
certain that the notable victory won by Moses at the Exodus a=
gainet the Egyptians and in the following battle at Rgphidim B
gainst Amalek (Bx.1l7) was the incident which solidified Yahweh's
pre-eminence over any other god and made Him Israel's champion
in battle.

Many references in the Fentateuch point to the celestisl
and transmundsne character of this Yahweh. This character ascribe-
ed to Him,gives us explenation as to why the later idea of His
universal sovereignty arose so easily. This soverelignty is pre=-
gupposed by "J" (Gen.ll:4bff),in its account of creation. This
point will be discussed more fully later. How this came to be
overlaid and crampened by limitations as to the extent of His
poweyr ,wlill be dlscussed in the following pages. The text of the
Mogsaic books leads us to believe that Moses held the larger reom
ther than the narrower sphere of Yahweh's influence. It is true
that while the ark which they transported with them at all times
88 symbolizing His presence in their midst, He was also thought
of as being preseut in the cloud which hovered near the camps |
and in the lightning (Bsh Yehweh) end the thunder (Kol Yahweh)
which played about Mount Sinsi.

When Icsrsel enters Canaan & new era opens in its religion.
Iﬁ may be well to state here that religion depends a great deal
upbn the life of a people. Their new life forced a transition,
therefore,from & simple nomadic religion to & rather complicated
one necessitated by an agricultural life.( of Marti,Die Religion
des A.T. pg.25-41). Many forms necessary for worship sprang into

existence,viz,sacrifiggﬁnand feast days. And further Yashweh,who

O L

had been looked upon as & delty who menifested Himself in thunder
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énd 1ightning ,whose abode was in the sky,whose shrine was on the
top of Horeb-Sinai,was now associated with Israel's life in Ca=
naan.de now menifested Himself either by & signal victory over
Isreel's foes (Josholo:IO,ll;lﬁamoV:10—12) or by a‘thun&erstorm,
(1 Sam.12:18) or through & aream (Gen.28:16ff; 1 Kings 3:6Lf) at
o sacred spot like Beth Bl. Accordingly,whenever His presence
and power were displayed in places where the Canaanite Baal had
been worshippad,they came to be attached to these spots. He had
put"His name" (1dentical with the ldea of the deity) there and
the same festivals and séerifiees which had previously been de®
voted to the oult of the Ganaenite Baal were now snnexed to the
gervice of Yahweh. in this way Yahweh came to be called the Baal
or "lord" of any gecred phdce where the armies of Israel by
their victories attested "His mighty hand and outstretehed armWe
( See Kautzsch in Hestings D.Bs extra v0lepge64B £Le)e

guch was the road of adding and changing end it was fraught
with dsnger to the older and purer foith. For when Yahweh gradusl-
ly becane Israel's local Baal he became worshipped 1ike the old
danaanite deity,with all the sensuous nocompaniments of Kedeshoth
(to which Amos alludes,Chap.Z:V;Hos.4:15,14 algo Jer.2:20=23,
3:6-11. The practice i8 prohihited in Deu.23:17) and we find His
sbhode located in Beth El,Scheh@m,Shiloh and Jerusgalem,respectively.
Bach in turn claimed that Yehweh had placed his name there. HBach
hed a Yahweh of 1ts owd. |

On the other hand,old deities who had inhabited the land
for centuries still Turked in thelr familiar hauntbs. They counld
not be disposgessed nor uncrowned in & short while and it was no

simple task to eptablish Yahweh in the new lands He had glven
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Israel. We have & good example of this in the Elijeh story, (2K
18:24~28) This is not an unusuel belief.The same idea is found
in the story of the people of Babylonim and other regions whom
the Assyrisn kings had settled in Ephraim about 721 B.€.E.;who
are desecribed as suffering from raids by lions and a priest from
the deported Bphramites is sent to teach them the worship of
Yahweh,the god of the land. Likewise,in the earlier period of
Israel's occupation of Canssen,the Hebrews always had the tenden-
ey to worsghip the old Baal or "Ashtoreth" (the deity who made
the herds and Fflocks prolific). (I believe the "Ashtoroth or
offspring of flocks in Dew.7:13,and 28:18 refers to the above).
| | A few years of drought or of bad seasons would make &
Hebrew settler betake himself to the old Canaanite godg. As we
shall see later this lasted even to the days of Hosea whom we
find berating the people for permitting the existence of rivalry
between the true Yahweh and the old Canasanite Baale. (Dr.Butten=
weiser belleves this was Yahweh worship with Censanitish practices,
see Prophets of Israel). The prophet reproaches his countrymen
for going after their"lovers",the old local Baals,whom they
guppoged to have bestowed on them the necessities of life;bread,
water wool,flax and oil,not knowing,as he says,"lhat it is I (Yah-
 weh) who hes given to her (Israel) the corn,the new wine and the
0il and also silver and gold in abundsnce which they have fashw
ioned into & Bagl image".(Hos.2:10),

However,denger from a foreign foe,such ag Midien or the
Philistines at once brought into prominence the claim and power
of Yahweh,Israel's national @od since the great days of the

Exoduse. Hven despite the capture of the ark after the disastrous

battle of Shiloh,Yahweh had in the end shown Himself,by means of
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a terrible plague,far superior to the Philistine idols. They

st11l conceived of Yahweh,however,as a purely local deity,admit~

ting the existence of other gods in different lands. Yahweh was

god only of Igsrsel and of Israel's land. An invasion of foreign

territory would bring Isrsel under the power of its patron deitye.

The story in Second Kings,3:287,where the king of Moab defeats
Israel,is looked upon as being brought about by Chemosgh,who in

acknowledgement of the sacrifice of the King's son,gives Moab

the viectory and puts lsrael to flight by a "great wrath",possibly
R

shown in the form of a pestilence. In other words,the ordinary

Tgraelitish worshipper of Yahweh was at this time far removed

from monotheism and still remained in the preliminafy stages of

henotheism,which regarded Yahweh as the sole God of Israel and

Israel's land,but at the same time recognized the existence and

power of the delties of other lands and peoples. Of this we have

many examples,notably,l Sam.26:19,"If it be Yahweh that hath stir-

red thee up againgt me,let hinm gggggﬁwggwgffering; but if it he
the children of men,eursed be they before Yahweh;for they have
driven me out this day thet I should have no share in the inhbri-
tance of Yahweh,ssying,go $erverther gods! And again in Judges

11:23,24,"S0 now Yshweh,the God of Israel hath dispossessed the

Amorites from before His people Israel,and shouldst thou posess
them? Wilt thou not possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth
thee to possess? S50 whomsoever Yahweh our God hath dispossessed

from before us,them'will we posséssV This ildea is brdught out

further by the declaration of Ruth in Ruth 1:16bythy people shall

be my people and thy God,my GodV

This concept of a local Yahweh even influencé Elisha,the

greatest prophet of the 9th.Century. To him Yahweh was Israel's

oers R —




6o

war-god. Hig power was shown in and from Canasns soll. If Naaman .
{l_ was to be healed of his leprosy,it could not be done by bathing
| in rivers of his own country,he must be dipped in the waters of

o Palestinian gtream. And 1f he wanted Yehweh's eohtinuéd blese~

ing he must provide Yehweh with & home in Syria by taking two

ass loads of earth upon which to erect a sanetuary.
There are mehy pessages throughout the Bible which

@onstantly make reference to Yahweh as God of Israel, God of He=

brews and I quote a fowe Gonedd: 20,“&nd he built there an altar
(at Schehem) and celled it God,God of Rsrael. (The stone being
jdentified with the deity,Gen 28128,36:7; Ex.17:5,Ju.6:24. Inter.
Orit.Com.t0 Gen.pg.416. cf Josh.8:30 where Joshua builds an altbar

5
s

to Yahweh, God of Israel). And they said the God of the Hebrews
has met with use. (God of Hebrews,is J's standing expresaidh,Driver,
Bx.pg.36.) "And they saw the God of Israel! (Bx.24:10}. "And

thou shalt come,thou and the elders of Israel unto the King of

Egypt and ye shall say unto him,the Lord,God of the Hebrews hath

met with ue"e

Thig God of Isramel id naturally represenﬁéd ag a god of
war in the early stages of Israelitish history. The wandering
people had o find a place of permesnent abode and it could be
done only with divine aid. We find passage after passage contain-

ing this idea of & divine champion,end I quote & few." Yahweh

will fight for you and you shall remain silent (Ex14:14) “"And I
will stretch forth my hand snd smite Beypt"(Ex.3:20.) In Moses'

song of triumph (HEx.15). we find the praise of Yahweh for His

glorious overthrow of Israel's £06 .+ (Driver ,Com.Bib.Ex.pgs129)

In the war with Amelek,Yahweh causes Israel to prevaile(Ex.17).
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In Deuteronomy 7 we find promise of divine aid against the enemy. 4
"Yehweh who goes before you,He will fight for ypu" (Deu.l:30;806¢ }%
alsoEx.14:14,25;D§u.5:22;Jbsh.10:19b,42;25:5,10) "'hine eyes have o
seen all that which Yahweh your God did to those two kings,so =
shall Yahweh do unto all the nations,over which thou goest! (Deu. &ﬂ
3:21b,c.) " You shall not fear them for Yahweh thy God,He it is ¥
that fighteth for you" (Deu.3:22). Deu.7:23," 4nd Yahweh will
give them up before you,v.24,and He will deliver their kings
into thy hand,v.22 and the ILord thy God will cast out those naw
tions before thee.(Dew.9:5;11:23;20:4; 31:3 drive out). In the
remarkable pagsage in which a longer day with continued light
is necessary for Israel to completely vanquish the foe,Joshua
commands the sun and the moon to stand still and we have the
sentenceFor Yahweh fought for Israel”. (JoshelO:14).

. When Gldeon arises as a chempion of Isrsel,he does S0 un=

der the impression that Yahweh will aid him and his little band.
"And his companion answered snd said this is nothing else save i

the sword of Gideon,the son of Joash,a msn of Israel,into his {

hand Yahweh hath delivered Midian ete" (ef Josh.2:9). 4 similar il

story is told in 1 Sam.l4:12b when Jonathan says to his amor-

bearer,"Go up after me,for Yahweh hasg given them into the hand of

Israelt Da¥id recognizes the hand of the vanquishing Yahweh when

he wars against the Philistines,"For then Yahweh has gone out be- i

fore thee to smite the Philistines.( Elﬁam.ﬁzaéb,al$o when he i
smitesAGoliath). "And Yahweh gave victory to David wherever he i
went" ( 2 8am.8:6b,14b) " And Yahweh wrought a grest vietoryY, i
( 2.8am.23:10,12). For their faithlessness to Yahweh,for their é

i
Bubsequent idolatrous practices,the children of Israel are punish- E




Be
ed and upbraided for their wickedness hecause,"they walked in the

atatutes of the nstions whom ¥Yshweh had cast out from before the
children of Israel ete¥ ( 2 Kings 17:8).
When Judah is sore pressed by Sennacherib,Yahweh rises

to his defense,( 2 Kings 19:35ff). So firmly is this belief that
vietory can be obtained only through the protective Yahweh,rooted
in the minds of the people,that we find David ingquiring of the
Deity," Shall I go up againet the Philistines and wilt thom dem
- liver them into my hand?" And Yahweh s&id unto him," Go up for I
will deliver them into thy hendl ( 1 _ﬂOhron,}é:lO,lB). Yahweh
speaking (in l,CFF9n°17‘10b ) says," I”%;il subdue (or have sub-
dued) all thiﬁe enemiesy When Jehosaphat is in great dread be-
cause of the overwhelming horde of Moabites and Amonites,Yahaziel
predicts deliverance," Pear ye not,neither be dismayed by reason
of thig great multitude,for the battle is not gours but Yahweh's ¥
( 2 Chron.20:15). Similarly, =—-==- " be not afraid nor dismayed
b@caﬁse of the kiug of Assyria for with him is an arm of flesh

but with us is Yahweh our God to help us fight our battlesV ( 2 Chr.
32:7b,8).

It is readily seen that the early conception of Yahweh did
not differ to a great degree from that of any other peoples, It is
~true that through Moses a definite ethical character was ascribed
to Yeshweh. It was His"finger" that wrote the brief code which has
some down to us in the Decalogue. Moreover,the ethical character
of the true Yahweh religion established by Moses and Mosale law,
is shown in the striet exclusion of all sexusl impurity in His
worships. Unlike the Canaanite Baal,Yehweh haes no female consort.

Prom first to last the true religion of ¥ahweh was pure of sexusal
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taint. The earliest codes of Hebrew legislation ( Ex.21-83) bear

- sure and indelible signs of the high ethical character of Yahweh's

requirements,originally set forth by Moses. Of this idea the in-

'cident of Naboth in the time of Ahab,furnishes & splendid example,

which brings out clearly the difference between the Tyrian Baal

~eult,which was anything but ethical,snd the high moral requirew

ments of the religion of Yahweh,of which Elijah was prophet and
devoted exponent. But the people themselves sould not see this.To
them their existence was as necegsary to the existence of Yahweh,
as Yahweh's existence was for them. It was to save the ethiecal

and moral side of Yahweh worship that the Prophets of the eighth
Century madafﬁh@ir appeal;and if this congideration be leff out
thelir denunciations become meaningless. To this early standerd of
Mosaie life and practice,lsrael was faithless in the days of Hosea
(Chaps.1=4,9) and Judah in the time of Isaish,turned a deaf ear
(Isai.l:2=4,281)e It Was just this state of affairs,the narrow con-
ceptidn of Yahweh as a war-god of Israel,exlisting solely to drive
out Israel's enemies and who controlled only the land Isrsel in~-
habited,and the infemous prectices associsted with His worship,
which aaliea forth the Prophets and through them & profound
change in the Yshweh conception wsag bfought to pass,a change,with—

out which,Isrsel and his God would long since have passed into

oblivion.
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Chﬁpt@r 2o
Rise of ILarger View, Beginnings of Universalism =~ AmosS.

The establishing of hard and fast lines ,marking the spot
where & national conception of Yahweh,leaves off,snd where a con=
ception of Yahweh &g & Universal God,begins,is impossible to ac~
complish. Though the general opinion among scholars of today is (
that this.epoch begins with the Prophet Amos. o one will deny \
for & moment that Amos played & grest snd prominent pert in form-
ulating this view,but I do not believe,that with justice and ex-
asctness,he can be said to have originated the view. That khese
larger conceptions prevailed in some of the higher minds of Israel
and may with somé certainty be held to have existed even as fay
back as the age of Moses,ils the fact which the Yahwistie picture
of cosmogony (Gen.2:4b=~9) (composed in the 9th.Century B.C.B.)
clearly suggests,and this view is strongly substantiated by the
powerful influence of Babylonian eulture quEEEQgimgggiggwygg
Centuries 2000-1400 B.C.B. (Gunkel,Schépfung and Chaos,and others).
N The point I wish to impress is this,thaﬁ in the conslder-
ation of the question,we must lay sufficient emphasis upon the
fact that Eéfir was an inevitable co-existence of different types
and planes of_;Lought,each derived and evolwed from some earlier
and more primordisl forms. In fine,we have not to deal exclusively
with one evolution but with many phases of this evolution,co~
existent with it. This transition from the past conception of
a local deity could not have been so sudden. There undoubtedly

were pre-existing ideas upon which the Prophet's epoch-making

message was based.

|
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Yet this statement should in no way hide the fact that Amos

lived and worked in the all-pervading atmosphere of the popular
Yahweh religion,absolutely national an@ particularly local in its
essence. According to the popular view prevailing in his time,the

destruotion of the national power by & foreign army,meant the

overthrow of the power of the national Deity as well,by the god
of the Fforeign nation.lf Assyris finally overthrew Israel and
carried off Yahweh's shrine,Aﬁ&yr,the deity of Assyria,was mighbi=

er than Yahweh.Thig state of affairs was then in process of hap-
penning in the Northern kingdom and Amos saw clearly that it might
lead finally to Israel's doom. This argument is used by#%abshakeh
( 2Kings 18:33-35) when he tqlls Israel to surrender because
Yahweh .o would be powerless in the hands of Ashur.

This view undoubtedly prewented itself to the people of

Isreael at this time whth crushing emphasis.To them it meant not

only loss of home and country but what is far worse,the protection

of their owa deity,who had"given the land unto their fathers" and

who had thus far carefully tendered Israel through its history,

would now prove to be futile and unavailing. It meant that they
must redouble their efforts to gain the attentive ear of Yahweh;they

must either add to their cult observance or find new ways of

attracting His attention to them in thelr dire need and distresss
And if He should fail them now,when everything stood trembling

in the balance,then He too should fall among the ruins,for He could

not exigt for & moment after their annihilation.

It was at this critical time in their history and re-

ligion that the Prophet Amos arose. This humble shepherd of Tekoa,

attempted to solve this modt important problem and his solution




was accepted by all the great literary prophets and has formed the

unshakable basis for thelr respective messages to the people. His

was indeed an exalted view of Yahweh,and His methods of working

in the world;and this view as we shall see later,absolutely de=

tached Him from His limited reglm of influence,as a national deity,

s the God of Israel solely. Amos with startling originality ex~

hibits Him to his countrymen &s the Lord of the Universe," who

made the seven stars and Orion and turneth deep darkness into

morning and maketh the day dark with night,that calleth forth

the waters of the sea and poureth them out upon the face of the

earth? ( Amos 5:8).

Amos d4id not stop here,his teachings had only begun. What

followed gave Lo not only Judaism lte content,but to all religi-

ons worthy of the name. Yahweh wag not only the Lord of the Uni-

verse,possessed of sovereign power. He emphasized with all the

eagerness of his tense religious spirit,thet Yahweh was a God

whose character ,whose very essence was righteousness and God's

demand upon His people Israel is not for increased cult and ri-

tual observance,but for righteous conduct. The people are not to

be destroyed because of laxity in their external observances,but

because they have broken every law of equity and Justice,because

their successes under Jafékoam the second,had turned their hearts

to avariece and the perversion of morality and righteousness. Be- i
b

cause the ever-growing class of rich constantly became more op=-

pressive and inhumane toward Hewsrd their poorer brothers. It was |

a protest againgt this crass materialism of his people and their

lgnorance of true religion that caused Amos to burst forth into

his denunciations of his contemporaries. He constantly begged his

AT




countrymen to return to the simplicity of their desert life and
pure worship,where sacrifice played no part. " Did ye bring unto
me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years,0,house
of Israel? ( Amos 5:85 ). He further demounces their non-ethical
ceremonialism, (Chap.5:21fFf) ," I hate,I daspiﬁe your festivals
and in your feasts I take no delight,for when ye offer me your
burnt offerings and your glfts,I do not regard them with favor
and at your fatted-peace offerings,l will not look. Take away
from me the noise of your songs,and the sounds of your musical
instruments I will not hear. But let Justice flow like water

and righteousness like a perenial streamﬂ The last sentence is
striking end it must have been beyond the ken and comprehension
of hig form=bound fellowmen, To them the Prophet must have ap-

peared as one demented. How could he,in the face of ,;ﬁgﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁ

calamity defy Y@EEEEML%ﬁ,th@Y conceived Him)! He was but invit-

ing the impending wrath of the deity. But Amos proceeds in even
more drastic and iconoclastlc toneg and proceeds to tear dowmn
another of theilr time honored and sacred traditions. Such a

- Universal God and Sovereign Power as the Deity whom he represents,
cannot by any means make Israel the objeoct of His exclusive con-
cern. " Are ye not as the echildren of the Ethdopians unto me,O0,
children of Israel,saith Yaweh. Did not I bring up Israel out of
the lend of Hgypt and the Philistines from Caphtor and the
Syrieans from Kirg" (Chap.9:7 ). Israel cannot point to its
redemption out of Egypt as an indication that Yahweh lovew and
desires them to the exclugion of all other peoples. Hlg fact of
deliverance should be understood inm the light of Yahweh's

righteous cheracter. Israel was wunjustly oppressed and downtrodden
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and by their distressful cries the Yahweh of Justice was moved to
save them;but He had done as much for the Philistines and Syrians.
Bﬁt just as Isreel is not the sole object of Yahweh's love and

care,50 also they shall not bear His punishment alone. Amog,opens

‘nis prophecies,as Dr. Buttenweiser inm his "Prophets of Israel",so

significantly points out ,not against Israel itself but sgainst

the surrounding nations. It is well to state here that the denun-
ciations are\no@.difected against the nations on behalf of Isrsel,

not because they have mistreated Israel not to grant them new

lends nor to protest againgt their specific relations to Israel,

Yut He is to thunder from Zion,"so that the shepherd, shall mourn
and Carmel ghall wither" because the nations,just as well as
Israel,have disregarded His laws of righteousness and therdfore
cannot be in the good graces of this ethical universal Gode This
denuncistion of the other nations graphically put before his hear-
ers the ides that Yahweh,as the supreme ruler of the universe,is
deeply concerned over all peoples. He holds in His hend not only
bleseing but also punishment for all peoples. " Thus saith Yahweh,
for three transgressions of Damascus,yee,fo four,I will not turn
away the punishment thereof, because they have threshed Gilead with
threshing instruments of iron¥ Because of the atrocities and in-
humenities of Damescus in war ,He will " send a fire into the house
ofHazael and it shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad and'"break
the bar of Damascus",and "the people of Syria shall go into
captivity mto Kird (Chep.1:3=-B)e. Jusgt ag scathingly does he
rebuke Gaza,"beceause they carried'éway captiwe a whole people

to deliver them up to Edom" (an especially atrocious sin against

Yahweh's law,to transpant an entire nation). For this evil perpem
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trated by Gaza,He will " cut off the inhebitants from Ashdod and

him that holdeth the sceptre from Askelon --- and the remmnant of
the Philistines shall perish" ( Chap.l:6-=9).

| The sin of Tyre is similar to that of Gaza,it has "given
the whole people to Edom and remembered not the'brotherly.cove«
nent (of Hirem and Solomon,l Kings Chap.b),and for this He will
"Hend & fire on the wall of Tyre and it shall devour the palaces
theredf"”, (Chap.1:9,10). |

Because Edom pursued Israel when asking permission fte. .

pass through Bdomite territory (Nu.20:14~21) Teman shall be burn=

‘ed and its paiaceu destroyed,(Chap.1:11,12). Because they rip-
ped up the women with child of Gilesd,that they might enlarge
their boundary (2 Kings 15:16) the children of Ammon shall be
visited severely (Chap.l;13=-15). Moab is to be punished on the
day of reckoning because,"he burned the bones of the king of He
dom in lime™ (Chap.2:1-3}.

After his word to the nations ha heen delivered,he
turns his attention to Israel as a whole. " Verily,I have taken
more care of you than of any other race on earth,hence I will Vi
sit all your sins upon you" (Chap.3:2,for translation of this
passus see Dr. Buttenwhéser' 's"Prophets of Isrsellpg.307 and note 1).
This verse is suceinetly interpreted by Dr. Buttenwieser (pg.308
op.cit.) and its meaning end the meaning of previous passages in
Chapter 2 beome unmistakably clear. " This latter verse sounds
like = paradox when taken by itself,but in the 1light of Chaps.l:8=-
Chap.2,the Prophet's meaning is plain. Amos means to tell the Isw
raelites,they have indeed experienced Yahweh's providence in an

osp901a1 degree;but in the very beginning of their history,by
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leading them out of Egypt Yahweh revealed Himself to them as &

God of justice,and since they have persistently scorned His laws

of justice and trempled on humenity,He,as a God of Justice,is

bound to visit all their sins upon themV
What are those sins of which they are guilty,how is it

possible that they have erred when Yahweh has bestowed Hls pleasure

‘upon them as their abundent wealth and easy luxury testify! Amos

points out to them graphically thelr offenses against Yahweh and

His laws. "Becsuse they have rejected the law of Yahweh and have
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not kept His statutes (refers possibly to Ju.2:17-20; 8 Kings -~
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2:11-17) and becsuse They have sold the needy for a pair of shoes '

wand the righteous for silver" (Chap.2:4-6). These sins against
Yahweh's ethical laws become evn more grievous in the light of
Hig kindness shown to Israel in the past. In spite of the fact
that He "destroyed the Amorite before them,whose height was like
the height of cedars and he was as strong as the oaks) and in
gpite of the fact that He brought them out of Egypt and led them
forty years in the Wilderness?(@hap 2:9,10) Israel has shown its
ingratitude by its faithlessness and therefore with this and the
aforementioned ressons must be punished severely,even to utter
destruction. Without relenting in his prediction of doom,the Prow=
rhet eagerly advises his people,"to seek good and not evil,that ye
may live;and so Yahweh the God of Hosts will be with you as you

say. Hate the evil and love the good énd establish Justlice in the
gates" (Chap.5:14,15). This is his panacea for their ills,this
is his conception of a Yahweh who was looked wupon by hig own conm
temporaries as a local and national deity. Hig elevated thought

must have dnfluenced them in subsequent events;it surely formulated
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and vivified the thought of later generations and formed the

foundation upon which our own God conception is based.

Chapter 3.

Hosea.

In the prophet Hosea we meet another problem. He can scarcely
be said to be an advocate of\a\Universalism,nor can we say with
any justice that he reacts to his cOHteﬁporary's idea of Universgw
alism by trying to re-establish a nationalism. To be exact,we must
state that he found conditions such,his people so corrupt that he
was concerned only with reaching them and not with any other race.
The mere fact that he refrains from preaching upon this idea of a
Universal Sovereign,by no means indicates that he did not know the
problem,nor that he was unaffected by it;it can mean only that he
was too concerned with the national decadence to have interest in
anything else. Dr. David Neumark in his chapter on the "Universa=
lism of the Prophets" (in his work Ikarim pg.6ff) holds practically
the same view. Hosea however, does offer something of a higher
nature which adds even to the lofty God conception of Amos. He
lays stress upon the relation of God to Israel in his word"Chesed",
love. By the story of his own life in the opening chapters of his
book,he likens Israel to his faithless wife. God commends him to
take backhis adulterous wife and to cherish her and he must have
realized in this incident that even s0 as God commands him to

show loving kindness and forgiveness,so must God in Hid infinite




18,
might,possess this power of love and forgiveness to an infinite
depree and would forgive hié afdulterous people if they would repent
of their evil ways,purify their worship of all foreign influences
and remain true. His attitude is entirely ethicgl and as such we
may say thet he belleves in a God unlimited in power,although he
does not say so in s0 mnany words. "Hear the word of Yahweh,ye
ohildren of Isrsel,for Yahweh hath & conbroversy with the inhabim
taﬁﬁs of the'land,beeause there is no truth,nor goodness,nor know-

ledge of God in the land. There is nought but swearing end breaking

faith and killing and stealing and committing adultery.(Hosea 4:1,2). |

Israel's faithlessness is shown also in its idolatrous parctices,
in the prevailing corruptnesé of the high places in which Yahweh
wag worshipped with the rites formerly used for the old Cansanite
Baal. They also proved unfaithful to Him by entering into foreign
alliances. These alliances showed not only their lack of trust in
him but also necessitated the sealing of the compact by sacrificial
rites in which the deity or. deities of the foreign state were lin-
volved as well as Yahweh,and thus Yahweh's honor was compromised.
Notwithstending this state of affairs,terrible in the eyes of the
Prophet,he declares Yahweh will bring about a regeneration of His
people and through the righteous remuant Israel will be saved. His
punishment is to bring about the day stated in Chap.2:21,22), "4nd
I will betroth thee unto me forever,l will betroth thee unto me by
the bond of righteousness and justice,by the bonds of love and fer—
vent devotion and I will betroth thee unto me in faithfulness and
thou shaly know Godl While he is hopeless about the nétion hevhas

absolute faith in Yahweh and His purpose,that though the present
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commonwes 1th must perish,a new and better Israel will rise from its

grave ,a resurrected and regénerated Israel,in whom the gpirit of

the God of righteousness and love will dwell.

Chapter 4.
A Great Contridbution to Universalism = Isaiah.

Before turning to the Prophet Isaish snd his great contribution

to the idea of a Universal God,we must glance hastily at least upon

~the historie background of his time in Israele. When the kingdom

was divided,Judah remained true to the dynasty of David. Asa,great
grandson of David,became vagsal to the Northern kingdom,so did
Jehosaphat who éccompanied Ahab on his expeditions. The two families
had intermarried;the desughter of Ahab,Athaliah, had married Ahazia,
son 6f Jehosaphat. Asa had introduced some reforms under the in-
fluence of the prophets which might be compared in a measure to
those of Josiah two Ceﬁturiés 1ater. (These reforms found in C2).
The prophets established Yahweh worship in the Temple and thereby
strengthened the power of the priests in Jerusalem. After the death
of Athalish in 837,Joash came to the throme emd ruled to 798. In
the last part of his reign he displeaséd his people,who revolted

. against him,murdered him and established his son Amaziah on the

-3

throne. He tried to conguer the Northern kingdom but in this he

fails and is defeated. He is succeeded by Azariah or Uzzish who

roigned about fifty years. This was & period of great prosperity

‘\\
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because he re-introduced the policy of Solomon and started commerce ?
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on the Red Sea. He was not a war-like king and furthered economic ~ !

activity among his people. With prosperity the Southern kingdom
which head before remained so hardy and steadfast becomes full of
evil and class disbinchions are made. Just asg in the Northern kihg~
dom the land passes into the hands of a few. In the last part of
hisg reign Uzziah becomes & leper and his son Jotham acts as regent
until his father's death and then he suecceeds him and reigns for

[ T N,

about fifteen years and is in turn succeeded by Ahaz who reigns 7 .
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in foreign powers to aid him. The subsegquent allisnces with Egypt
and Assyris eallg forth Isaish. ( He had been called to prophecy
during the reign of Uzziah but his real activity begins‘dufing the
reign of Ahaz). He preaches against the foreign alliances and tells
the people that only faeith in God can save them," Verily if ye have
not faith,ye cannot endurel He seeg that if the nation persists in
its faithlessness to Yahweh,that they must be destroyed. The long
period of prosperlity under Uzziah gggwﬂgﬁggp had blinded the people
to the real condition of the nation,the prophet pulls the veil

agide and shows to it,its own image without conceslment or disguise.
The nation had been negligent to God in performing its duties,hence
thé peril in which they at present find themselves. The body-politic
is unsound morally and materially,it succumbs in consequence the
more guickly to an attack from without ,which 1t otherwise might

have effectusally resisted. The defense that is offered by the people
and professional prophets,that the Temple services are maintained

with splendor and regularity,and that thus all religious obligations

are completely discharged,is vehemently denied by the prophet Isaiah.
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No ritual,however costly or maginificent,can supply the place of
sinceréty of heart and integrity of purpose. With all his condem=
nation he asserts that the day of grace is not yet past and upon
condition of the nation's amendment an offer of reconciliation is
mede. He sees that this offer will be heeded only by a few and

nothing but a severe diseipline will restore the nation %o its -

former ideal character,a discipline that will result in the destrucw

tion of evilwdoers,and the survival of & worthy remnent alone, Such
is Isaiab's endeavor to awaken in his pation its slumbering spirim
tuality. His aim is to produce a great social and moral reform,not
merely of raﬁk injustice,but one which must be firmly rooted in
the heart of the individual. With the complete downfall of the ne-
tion,the end will not hmve been accomplished. The destruction 18
only & means to an end. Out of 81l this destruction,a regenerated
remnent will remein and Jeruselem will become the city of Justice
snd Righteousness,to whiech all the nations of the world will come
to receive Yahweh's word of truth and His moral instruction.

1t must be remsrked that in Isaiash we find,fully ex-
pregsed,both the essential elements of Amos and Hosea, his predeces—
sors,namely,the elements expressed in the divine universal sover-
eignty and justice taught by Amos,énd the divine love for Israel
snd Yehweh's claim on His peole's allégiance,taught by Hosea.

Yahweh's relation of love for Israel is shown by the
gynbol of fatherhood found in Isaiah 1:2-4,"Hear,0 heavens, and
give ear,o,earth,for Yahweh hath spoken,I have nourished and
brought up children and they have rebelled against mel Very
strikingly does Isaiah set tforth the great and impressive truth

of Yehweh's universal sovereignty.He takes the same viewpoint as
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Amos that the foreign nations come within his survey.In his oracles
againgt the nations,notably dssyria and Egypt,he maintains that
those come under the power of Yahweh,Just as much as the Palestinm
jan peoples. In his consecration vision (Chap 6:3) he hears the
Chwrubim calling to one enother,"Holy,Holy,Holy is the ZLord of
hosts,the whole earth is full of His glory? Not only does His glory
£ill the whole earth,but also everything therein falls under the
dominion of His will, %¥he nations must answer His beck and call. The
nations of the world are the instruments of His irresistable and
righteous will. Assyria is the "bee" and Hgypt the "fly" Lfor which
Yahweh hisses (Isai.7:18). Assyria is the "hired razor" (7:39)
or the "rod of His wrath" for the chastisement of Isreel(l0:5).The
tool fails to recognize itself as the simple lunstrumeny and is
to be punished ( 10:5~19). This is brought out clearly in Dr.
Buttenwieser's interpretation of the passage.(The Prophets of Israel
pee285). " Isaish reviews in it the mighty conquests of Piglath-
Pileser end his successors in exactly the same light as he must
have looked upon Assyria's imperialism and brutal despotism from
the very first. He declares that Assyria is not bent upon de-
stroying Isrsel because it feels itself the rod of God's anger,
destined for that purpose,but because it is filled with wanton
desire for conquest and unlimited power.It is ready to trample
nations under foot,to wipe them out by transplanting the people
from their native soil as one would rob a bird's nest,and it gloats,
" By the strength of my hand I have done this,and by my
wisdom for I am prudent]. For this wicked presumption,
Isaiah ssserts God is to mete out punishment to Assyrial Thus

does the world's dlvine sovereign vindicate His might and His de-

mend for righteous conduct on the part of all nations
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As the snow melts before the sun,s0 begins to disappear

_ the old limitations of Israel's popular religion. Therefore,while
every other religion which was purely national was extinquished in
the nation's downfall,the religion of Israel survived even amid
exile and dispersion. This would have been impossible without an
Amos and an Isaish to pick out and hold before the gaze of the
people those loftier spiritusl and ethical elements which they
found in the true eseence of Yahwism aﬁd which they élevated to
their due place of prominence. National sacra and the ceremonial
requirements were made to assume & secondary role or were even
ipnored.Although I do not believe that they mesnt the absolute
suppression of all sacrificial observance. Thelr objection was ra—z
ther to the fact that the existing form of observance had separat-
ed iteself from ethical piety. It cannot be denied,however, that
the Tfocal point of Isrsel's religion was shifted from ceremonial
observance and local sacra to righteous conduete. Religilon and right—
eousnesé became inseparably ones The.cormser+stone of religion now
wag based no longer upon the nafrow and restricted base of nation-
ality but on the broasd and unshakable foundationiof a universal
divine sovereign over all menkind,snd of righteousness as.the esw
gsential element in the character of Yahweh and in His claims on
maﬁ. This idea is clearly stated in his declaration in Chapter
&8:17," And I will meke Justice the line and righteousness the
plummet;and the hail shsll sweep away the refuge of lles and the
waters shall overflow the hiding place." True religion can
exist without having a particular nation &s its subject as soon
as the ideal of a spiritusl community has been realized.But until

this was brought about,Isaiah was right in insisting upon the
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continuance of that nation within which Yahweh had made Himself

. known to His spiritual prophets,for the sake of the Glory of

Yahweh and the preservation of the remnant.

As & matter of convenience and for possible reference,l
append a few passages from Isaiah which bring ouly his ddea of
universalism in his preachings and which I -did not toueh upon in
my brief summary in the preceeding pages. In Chapter 11:9b we find
his hope expressed that,"the earth shall be full of the knowledge

of Yahweh,as the waters cover the sea". (Idea found in Deutero-Isai.

45:6,58:10; Isai.66:18-23;P8.98:2,3; Hab.2:14). Similarly,"And in

that day shall ye say,give thanks unto Yahweh,call upon His name,
declare Hig doings among the peoples,make mention that His name

is exalted. Sing unto Yahweh Ffor He hath done wondrous things,let
this be known in all the earthV (Isai.l2:4,5). Speaking of thé

Yom Yahweh,when all the nations shall be weighed in the balance he
asserts;"And I will punish the world for thelr evil and the wickdéd
for their 1ni@uity"(lsai.15:11 also 26:21)s When this day of Judg-
ment shall come He will™make the heavens tremble and the earth shall
be shaken out. of "its place,in the wrath of Yahweh Zevaos and in

the day of His fiefcé anger® (13:13 also 34:4;51:6). Again referring
to Assyria for its cruelty and immorality in warfare he exclaims,

" I will break the Assyrian in my land,and upon my mountainsg tread
him wnderfoot.This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole
earth;and this is the hand that is streteched out upon all the na-
tiong.for Yahweh Zevaos hath purposed 1t and who shall annul it?"
(14:25,26 8lso 23:9). In pronouncing Jjudgment upon Damascus he uses
the expression'their Miker",placing Yahweh's claims to all peoples

8s their Creator. "In that day shall men look unto their Maker and
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their eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel" (17:77‘.
™ All ye inhabitants of the world,and ye dwellers on the earth,when
an ensign 18 Tifted up on the mountains,see ye;and when the trumpet
is blown,hear ye" (18:3). Assyria is not to be alone in its
punishment of the "day of YahwehBgypt is to suffer Jjust as heavi~
ly. Isaiah's tirade against Egypt ig found in Chepter 19,and in

this same chapter he brings out the belief of a spreading knowledge
of Yehweh."In that day shall there be an altar to Yahweh in the
midet of the land of Hgypt and a pillar at the border thereof to
Yahweh" (19:19) -~-= "for they shall ery unto Yahweh becsuse of
oppression”(19:20b),"And Yahweh shall be known to Bgypt end the
’Egptlams shall kmow Yshweh in that day;yea,they shall worship with

sacrifice and oblation and they shall vow & vow unto Yahweh and
perform it" (19:21). " And Yahweh will smite Bgypt,smiting and
healing,and they shall returm unto Yahweh and He will be entreated
of them and will heal them" (19:22). The prophet goes further, he
states that just as Yahweh is not their exclusive Deity,whom no
other people can.worship,just so they are not the only people

under YahWeh's“care and concern. He renks them with the Assyrian
and Egyptian" "In that day ghall Israeel be the third with Egypt
and with Agsyris,a blesslng in the midst of the earth; because Yahweh

Zevaos hath blessed them sgying,'blessed be Egypt my people,and

Assyrie the work of my hands and Israel mine inheritence¥ (19:24,25).
Tooking forward to & time when more amiable conditions will prevaill

among the nations and when they will be united in & common bond of

one religion he exclaims optomistically,"In that day shall there be
a highway out of Egypt to Assyria and the Assyrian shall come unto

Bgypt and the Egyptian into Assyris;snd the Egyptiaens shall worship
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with the Assyriansy (19:23 ; gimilarly 27:13).

Chapter 5.
Micah and Jeiemiah.

1t suffices to sketeh briefly the work of Micah. Though Z
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a minor prophet, ,his work hears the impress of a large mind and is
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indeed worthy of co

ot hand. He prophecied about the time of Isaiah. The title page of |
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the book claims that Micah prophecied in the days of Jotham (73 9m

754) ,Ahez (738 ~ 721) and Hezekish (720-693). He represents Yahweh

Himself as coming forth in a thunderstorm (as in Amos 1:2) from His

heavenly palsce and descending on the mountains of Palestine,at

once a8 witness against His people and the executer of judgment

on their sins. He does not believe the nation will be utterly de=

storyed;God will weed out the evil doers and the righteous will

continue to serve Him. They,however will have to change their method

of approaching Him for their present way is not only undesired but

positively distasteful to Yahweh. He takes no pleasure in thelr

sacrifice of rame nor delight in their thousands of rivers of oil;

but Yehweh does desire and command righteous conduct. He epitomizes

all religion when he exclaims,” It hath been told thee,0,msn,whatb

Yahweh regquires of thee,but to do Justl

walk humbly with thy Godl! Through his ethical conception of God

he recognizes no limitations to His might nor does he associate
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His worship with a particular land or people. To.the contrary, he
insgigts that Yahweh's power is world-wide and &ll peoples will come
td Him and profess Him ag their Lgrd and Master."‘And many nations
shall go and say,come ye and let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh
---- and He will teach us His ways and we will walk in Hid paths,
for out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of Yahweh from
Jerusalem” (Micah 4:2,similarly,Isai.ﬁ%;l—é;Zech.lé:B,Q). The pur-
ified nation will be so deeply founded in Yahweh's righﬁeousness
and just ways that the nations will be impressed with the superi-
ority of Yahweh worship to thet of any other people or god. Since
Yahweh controls the nations of other lands they must come to Hime
They will be judged« by Him," And He will judge among many peoples
and will decide concerning strong nations afer off" (4:3). That

era ghall be brought about when the lion and the lamb shall lie

- down together and nations shall beat thelr swords into ploughshares

ana thelr spears into pruning hooks. "The nations shall see and

be ashamed of all thelr might =--~ they shall lick the dust like

a serpent -- they shall come with fear unto Yshweh our God? (7:16,17)
Thisg univers*l God will bring about & universal friendliness among
the nations and different peoples and a feeling of brotherhood

shall exist. The bold departure of Amos in denouncing the popular
belief is having its effect and as it is expounded by Micah,the

road is prepared for the entrance of that noble figure Jeremishe.

Jeremiah.
With the coming of Jeremiah,a new element is brought forth

and a new conception of religion is brought to the forefront. The

re-action into idolatry and Babylonian star worship in the long
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reign of Manasseh was connected with the vassalaée to Assyria. The
fifty~five years of Mansseh's reign wewe marked by & turning away
from the reforming policy of his Ffather and his persistent ldolatry
and blodd-shed were later regarded as the cause of the destruction
of Jerusslem and of the dispersion of the people.( 2Kings 23:26;Jer.
15:4). The hurt of Yahweh's people had but partially healed (Jer.
6:14,15). No possibility of recovery now remained to the disease.
filled Israelitish state. The outlook &s far ag he was concerned
in view of ﬁhe condition of his people,seemed to Jeremish even
darker then it seemed to Isaish about a century before in the
dark and evil days of Jotham and Ahaz. To Jeremieh it at once be-
came evident that not only was there no possibility of recovery but
also indeed the state was doomed and even its Temple was to be
deétroye&. This view neceésitated a8 reconstruetion of religious
thought which even surpassed the progress made by his predecessors
Amosg ,Hosea and Isﬁiah. Thig involved the breaking down of the old
1deas to & great extent. It may be remembered that in the 0ld re-
ligion,the race or the clan was the only unit of religion. Properly
speaking the individual wes related to God only through the ex-
ternalities of the clan or tribal life,its temple and its sacra.
But now,beyond & doubt,these external bases,were to be swept away
very soon and if the religion is to continue,Yehweh must be ap=-
proached from an altogether different viewpoint and religion itself
must be congidered in a far different light. Jeremiah with his
deep thought and his wonderful spiritual insight,supplies this need.
. The essence of religion for him becomes not & matter of external
form nor & thing that depends upon an ethnic unit. For him the
true basis of religion is internal,is personal and spiritu&l. This

means naturally that true religion is ethical and as such Yahweh is
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‘or should be intimately associsted with all menkind. Yohweh reveals

Himself not only to the prophet but to every indidual.A new eov—

oy !
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enant is to be made with mgnkind which shell not express itself

in external form but in righteous conduct as the result of the

law which Yahweh shell pléce in the heart." But this is the cowe=
nent that I will meke with the house of Israsel after those days,
paith Yahweh,I will put my law in their inward parts and in their
heart will I write it and I will be their God and they shall be my
people" (Jer.31:33) It is noted here that the prophet considers

no one as the people of ¥Yahweh unless they obey His law;He asg it

were,rededicates them to Himself. "And they shall teach no more
every men his neighbor and every man his brother,saying, 'know Yahweh', |

for they shall all know me,from the least of them even unto the

greatest of them,saith Yahweh,for I will forgive their iniquity
and their sins will I remember no mor8" (31:34). Everyone shall
be righteous and shall need no instruction in the spiritual ways
of Yahweh and which He requires of every man,for it will be in-
delibly written upon their hearts. (84:5£f.).

Proceeding from this broad ethical and personal idea
of Yahweh it is an easy matter for Jeremiah to arrive at his con=

geption of a God not only the universal sovereign but as judge of

all mankind and ag a righteous being who fills every hesart. For
him he is not appointed only as a prophet to expound the word of
Yahweh to his own people,but he ds8 Jjust as {truly a divine messenger
to the whole world;steeped in gin and devestated by corruption.

e I have appointed thee a Prophet unto the nations"( 1:4b,10).

" Take this cup of the wine of wrath at my hend,snd cause all the

nationg to whom I send thee,to drink it" (25:15,17). Jeremish fur~




20.
ther brings out this idea of Yahweh's control over the nations
by representing them a&s tools with which Yahweh shall bring about
His punishment of Isrsel. In this he follows the idea& set forth by
Igaiahe " For lo,I will eall all the families of the kingdoms of
the North,saith Yahweh,and they shall come and they shall set

every one his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem

and against all the walls thereof round about and against all.the
cities of Judah" (1:15:265:936:22,283;5:15;10:22;1sai.5:86; Deu.28 48 52);
He reiterates his belief,"Lo,I will bring & nstion upon you from
afar,0,house of Isrsel,saith Yahweh, it 18 a mighty nation whose
langusge thou knowest not,nelther understandest what they sayv.(5:1l56ff H
50:41,4%;34:21,22; Baruch 4:15). In chapter 25 he astonishes his |

hearers by aqserting that Yahweh has chosen an ina1V1dual not of

e ;

the peopla of Israel as. HlS servant ,2who will aid Him in carrylng

out His de°igns upon Israel. " Behold,I will send =-- unto Nebucha-
drezzar,the king of Babylon,my servant, and will bring ﬁhem against
this lend ( v.9). He again refers to "my servant" in Chapter 27:6

and 43:10. This same thought is treated even more fully and forcably

in Deutero-Isaish,44:28;46:1 and is also mentioned in Isalah 3 ;”f/

T =3 53
“ 9

dnd Joel B:ll, We shall treat this element more fully under 2) 1ater Y

heading. The land belongs to Yahweh and He has m right to take
it away from Israel and give it to his servant,"And now have I given
all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar,the king of Baby=

lon,my servant" (27:6,21;7;22:25;52:2??f,58:2,22;57:8~10 and. Bz .

29:18-21)« Not only does Yahweh give the land to this Babylonian
king,but it is also the divine mandate that all nations obey him

as the gervant of Yahweh or take the comsequences."And it shall

come to pess that the nation and the kingdom which shall not serve
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the same Nebudhadrezzar, king &f Babylon, —- that nation will I
punish,saith Yahweh,with the sword -~ until I have consumed them
by his hend™ (27:8).
In revealing Yahweh's demends of ethical nature,he calls
the nations of the earth to witness.why He is calling this people

Israel to destruetion. Not because of their failure to keep up

their cults nor their accompanying ceremonials,but because they

TSy e T T Ty

have not obeyed His laws of Justlce and morality,do they merit
Yahweh's wrath." Therefore hear ye nations,and know o,congregation,
what is among them,hear 0O,earth,behold I will bring evil upon

them =~~~ becsuse they have not hearkened unto my voice;snd as for

e T e M b g T Fpre o o g T rmrw . T

my law they have rejected it"(6:18,19). Referring to those.days
when the punishment dnflicted by the righteous Yahweh shall have
produced its effect and they shall wslk no more after the sgtubbor-
ness of their hearts,he says, "At that time they shall call Jeru-

salem the throne of Yahweh,and &ll the nations shall be gathered
unto it,to the name of Yahweh,to Jerusalem--=" (3:17:4:2:16:19).
When that time comes their relabionu w111 be con%&gked in "truth, g
i Jjustice and rlghteoumness and the natlonn will bless themselves
in him end in him shell they glory"™ (4:2) When he speakg to the for-
eign nations he shall tell them that their gods are naught,they

can in no way be compared to Yahweh who has stretched out the

heavens and created the earth. He uses this cosmological proof

for greatness of Yahweh quite often and though verse 11l may be &
gloss,verse 1? contains the seme idea. This element as & proof

of Yoahweh's universal sovereignty will be trested fully under the

heading,"God asg Creator? It will suffihice here to quote the passages
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"Phug shall ye ssy unto them,the gods that have not fade the heave |

ens and the earth,these shall perish from earth and from under the ﬁ
/
j

heavens"(10:11). He further shows the inferiority of the nations’
"vanities" by stating that God controls the phenomena of Nature
while these idols do not," Are there any among the venities of the
nations that cen cause rain? Art thou not He,0 Yahweh,our God? there-
fore we will wait Ffor Thee for Thou hast made all these things" (14:
220 After Yahweh has used Babylon as His tool,it is to be punished
just as Assyria in Isaish."==-- that I will punish the King of Baby-
lon and thet nation,saith Yahweh,for their iniquity" (265:12)+ Even

|

I

L more strikingly does he bring thisg out,” For lo,I begin to work

|

i evil at the city which is mine and should ye be utterly unpunished;
|

for I will eall for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth,

gsaith Yahweh Zevaos,-—-=- for Yahweh hath a controversy with the
nations,He will enter into judgment with all flesh" (25:29,31) .70

give Yahweh proper suthority for speaking to the other nations he

refers again to His power over the celestial bodieg, "Thus saith
Yahweh,who giveth the sun for & light by day and the moon and the
stars for & light by night™ (3L:35).

He,like Isaiah,pronounces specifie punishments upon other
nations although some of these may be glosses put in later by some
redactor. These tirades agalnst the nations are found in 1:10;25:156=-
28;Chaps «47=50. Notiithstanding the fact that these above passages
may be interpolations,we can say without hestitancy that Jeremiak
_himself,believed himself called to preach to them as well as to
Igrael for we find such pagsages as,"Behold,l am Yahweh,God of all

flesh” (B2:27 also in Nu.16:22,27:16). 4nd," =--- Behold,I will

bring evil upon all flesh,saith Yahweh" (45:5)« Babylon is represent=




_the objeets He can control neationsg in their relaétions to other

is on the surface & protest sgainst the idolatrous practices in-

33
ed as "the goldem cup in Yahweh's hand,that made all the sarth
drunken;the nations have drunk of her Wiﬂ@%ﬁﬁ%;Z;BB:lﬁ). Ana.

R

finally Yshweh can go beyond controlling nations with Israel as

nations. Because of Babylon's sins He has stirred up the Medes against

her." Meke sharp the arrows,hold firm the spears,Yahweh hath stirred

up the spirit of the kings of the Medes;because His purpose is
against Babylon,to destroy it,for it is the vengeance of Yahwehd

(51:11)-

Chapter 6.

Denteronomic Reaction.

It is necessary here for the sake of & chronological exact=
ness to touch lightly upon the Deuteronomiec reformation and laws
which to an extent form a distinet reaction against the prophetic
teachings of Universalism,before proceeding with a discussion of
that highest coneeption of Universalism found in Deutero-Isaiah.
The book of Deuteronomy came into existence either in the last part
of the ieign of Manasseh or first part of Josish not later than

621 B.C.E. ( Driver,Inter.Cri.Come. to Deu.Intro.pge. ¥1ii-x1v).It

gtituted by the vascilating king Menasseh. " The truths upon which
he loves to dwell are the sole God-head of Yahweh,His spirituality

{chaps).,His choice of Israel,and the love and faithfulness which
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He has shown towardw it,by redeeming 1t from its servitude in B
gypt,by leading it safely through the desert and by planting it
in & land abundantly blessed by natures bounty"(pg.xix op.cite).
Yahweh alone is God,there is none besides Him (Dew.4:35,39). He
is the Almighty ruler of heaven and earth,the God of gods and the
Tord of lords (Dew.10:14,17)who rewards both the righteous and
the evil-doer as he deserves and who governs all men with ab=
solute impartiality and justice (Dews7:103;10:L7EF) « (pgexxeopocit)e
Phrough the book there is a double strain of thought;a strict natm
ionslism and at the same time a universalistic strata. In re-
marking upon this,Driver says,(Inter.Crit.Com.to Deu.pg xxxl) "In
its sttitude towards other nations,Dbt.shows considerable ex~
clusiveness and "particulariém". Yahweh owns indeed the entire
world but His favorable regard is limited to the people of His
choice. The prophetic truth that Yahweh hag also a care for other
‘nations snd will one day receive them into His fold,does not find
expression in Dt. (once perhsps indirectly in the song %22:43). The
reastn 18 not far to seek;Dt.is & law book,designed to provide
Tarsel with instruction in the duties of life;and the circum-
gtamces of the age naturally led the suthor to discourage rather
than to promote & fiiendly attitude towards the heathen.” The
book of Deuteronomy,however, cannot be said to be simply a legal
texy book,it is Jjust ae truly @ hook of ethies,and as such, since
it regards Yahweh as a righteous God who demends righteousness
on the part of man,we can say that Deuteronomy,either unconscious—
ly ot against its will,does proclaim & universalism. To quote agaln
from the scholarly work of Driver,” The religious value of Deutero-

nomy is very great,true 1t is a book of national religion,with
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the limitations incident to the age and plece stamped upon itibut

it is withal a book of personal religion,and so of Universal

|

|

|

|

|

|

l religion¥( Inter.Cri.Com.to Deu. pg.xxx;ii). Empasls is laid upon
| Yahweh our an,undoubtedly due to the vast idolatry eX1&t1ng in
! the times. It ig but patural that the Deuteronomlc authors should
| have neglected or dipcouraged the idea of other peoples having a
‘ shore in Yahweh. The,expfession v Adonoy Elohenu (Yahweh’our

{ God) occurs upward to two hundred times in Deuteronomy &and

i - "Adonoy Blohechem" (Yahweh your God) nearly fifty times in the same
| book. They impress upon the people the idea of their having been

chosen by Yahweh &g His own. Moreovér,He has not only chosen

;

|8 ‘

g Israel but He has given to other nations the sun,moon and stars to
adorey " And lest thow 1ift up thine eyes unto heaven,and when

thou seest the sun,moon and gtars,even all the hosts of heaven,thou .

)‘ beldrawn awey and worship them and serve them Whiéh Yahweh thy

i God hath allotted unto all the peoples under the whole heavens?

i (4:19;0f 29:25). He has reserved Israel for Himself;He,has chosen
ﬁ 14 out of all peoples on earth to be His own peculiar possession,
H (4:57;7:6;10:15;14:2;26:18) the unique recipient of His self-

|!

revealing grace. And he has done this not on aceount of Israel's

merits,for negither its numbers nor its righteousness would constim
tute any claim upon Him for His regard (?:7,9:4—6);but from His
love for Ilsrael (7:8;23:6) and from the faithfulness with which

in spite of all its backelidings,He would neverthelass be true

to the promise sworn to its forefathers (7:83;¢f.L:8;4:31,37;7:12;

f@g
|
g
|
it
1B

8:18). and forbear from destroying &t. In fulfillment of that
promise,Yahweh has wonderfully delivered Israel from its

hondage in Egypt (4:52~58;6:21«25,7:18ff;8:2ff;1l:26 snd frequently).
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He has led it safely'through the great and terrible wildernews,

(1:19;2:7;8:15). He has assigned it a home in a bounteous and

fertile land,which it now on the point of crossing the Jordan

to take possession of (6:10f;8:7-10,12f). Yahweh has in fect,
dealt with Israel after the manner of a loving father (8:2,16,
35,8ee Driver's Intro.to Deu.Ihter.Cri.Gom.pg.xxi). The mere fact
of choice,however,on the part of Yahweh,presupposes His ownership
ofall peoples,but it is His will to show His love for Israel more
than for any other people. The God of Israel is supreme,He assigns
to every other nation its objects of worship and the veneration of
the heavenly bodies by the nations(other than Israel) forms part
of His providential order of the world. In the song of Moses,Yahweh
owns all peoples and assigns to them their territories and boun- |
daries.”" When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance,when
He separated the children of men,He set the bounds of the peopile
according to their numbers ete". The meaning is obvious that when
Yahweh allowed the varioug nations of the earth gradually to
settle themselves in separate localities,He so determined their
bounderies as to reserve among them a home for Israel adequate t0
its numbers. This thought could not have been called forth unless
there had been a wéll recognized conception of Yahweh's suprem-
acy over the nations of the world. It must be said,however,when
8ll is said and done,in justice to the book,that though it in a
sense interrupts the works of the prophets,who beginning with Amos
sought tq reveal God to all peoples,that it strongly shows the
deep impress of prophecy itself. We find this true especially in
the deeply marked ethicael splirit of its legislation. Love to God

and love to man is stamped on a large number of its provisions.
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Love to God is emphasized especially in Chapter 6:5;while love

to men meets us in the constent reference to the fatherless and wi-
dow (cf.especially Ghap.16). It must be noted,however,that the
spirit of brotherly love was confined within national barriers.

To gum up briefly,we must cite Deuteronomy aw being hoth
nationalistic and in a sense universalistic. Nationalisgtic,be~
cause it seeks to purify Yehweh worship and in self-defence it is

forced to represent Him as being solely the God of Israel;and

universalistic,because,inadvertantly if you will,there is &an
wnmistakable note of Yahweh's universal sovereignty over other
nations,brought out in the very thing they desired to establish,

a national Yahweh,with a najional and purified culbus.

Chap‘ter e
Bzekiel -- Ilegalism.

With the exile we find the highest conception of Univer=
salism and indeed of prophetic teachings in general,but before
reaching that stage to which the idea of God ascended,it may be
well to treat the opposite trend of thought expressed by KEzekiel
and which in a measure,naturally follows a discussion of Deuterow
nomic legalism and reaction.

Hzekiel with all his resction,was a successor of Jeremiah
and inherited some of his conceptions. In gpite of his system

which was meant to restore the nstional polity in all its

narrowness,their is a well defined train of universalism shown
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in some expressions found in his book,which I shall quote presentw
1y. Purthermore,the ethical ides #f & personal relation to Yahweh,
which is primerily a sine gua non basis of universalism,is distinet-
ly found. He however,was not concerned so much with Yshweh's re-
lation to other peoplesg as he was interested in the method by
whieh his own exiled people might be brought into permanent and
purified relations with Yahweh. The elements in his preéchings
would have permitted him to branch out definitely and lay em-
phasis upon either a universalism'or é nationalism. He chose the
latter because the condition of hig people at the time demanded
it. He lays stress upon a personal religion and therefore ite

complement,a personal responsibility. Up to this time the sol- *

idarity of race or family was expressed in the old tradition re-

flected in Deuteronomy that Yahweh would vigit the sins of the
fathers upon the children, The hopes of individuvual Jews was based
on the piety of holy aﬁcestors. But Bzekiel attacked this pre-
vailing idea forceably. He denies that the indiwidual ever dies
for the sins of the father. " Behold all spuls are mine,as the
soul of the father,so also +the soul of the son is mine,the soul
that sinneth,if ehall die! It must be noted here that he uses the
expression "all souls are mineY not Jewlsh souls,but"all" souls.
The statement 1@3}&3§2Yahweh to be the possegsor of all mankihd
and that he demsnds of all righteous conduct.that,"that soul may
live? This same ldea is found in Numbers 16:22," 0,God,the God

of thewspiritsuof ﬁliwgigéﬁy also Numbers 287:16, "Let Yahweh,the
God of the spirits of all flesh,appoint a man over the congregationy
(cf.Isai.42:5;57:16).. As a direct consequence of this teaching

individual frecdom is strongly asserted. It is possible for every
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sinner to turn to God and escape punishment,and viéé/versa,for
8 righteous man to baeckslide and fall. In the face of these ter-
rible truths which Ezekiel preached of individual freedom and of
impending judgment,the prophet is weighted with a heavy responsi=-
bility. It is his bounden duty to wamn every individual,for no
gsinner is to be punished without warning. " Son of man,I have
made thee a watehmen unto the house of Israel,therefore hear the
word at my mouth,and give them warning for me. When I say unto
the wicked,thou shalt surely die and thou givest him not warning
nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way,to save his life
the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity,but his blood will
I require at thy hand¥ (3:16,21ls0 Chap.33).

There is much in the book of Hzekiel that does not deal
purely with the ritual and ceremonisal plety. However,it must be said
that while he accepted and taught the ideas respecting personal re=
ligion and individval regponsibility from his great predeccesgor,
their methods differed widelys. It may be remembered that when
Jeremiah predicted the complete destruction of the physical state
and the femple ritual,he found no remedy save in a reconstruction
and regeneretion that was internal and spiritual, In this Jeremiah
was true to his prophetic impulse and genius, But on the other
hand Ezekiel was as Welhausen so well describes him,"a priest in
pfOpheth mantlel They differed in their message because their
ends were different. Jeremiah's aim was purely gpiritual and
ideal in the extreme ; Ezekiel's tendency wasg constructive and

9

practical to the other extreme. We must bear in mind thet Ezekiel

RSBRr SC T

wes the first to prgd&ct,wiﬁh any clearness, the return &f his

people from captivity,foreshadowed by Jeremiash,and he set himself




40.

to the tagk of preparing for their return,even in the darkest per=
iod of exile. The external bésis for Isrsells religion had long
since been swept away. He saw that he could not hold his people
by abstract conceptions,however spiritual; The people were not
ready‘for it,they could not grasp it. Prophetic teachings had not
become an integral part of their lives. For them & religion could
not exist permanently without some concrete embodiment. This task
fell upon the shoulders of Brekiel. He saw the dangers besetting
his people,the possibility of thelr beihg assimilated unless some
gystem were presented which would lie in the realm of their per-
ception. He took up the broken threads of Israel's traditions and
wove them into & new end statl
polity. Ezekiel's system formed an« Ecclesiastical rather then a
Politicgl organization,a church-state in place of a nation.

In his "Foundations of Israsl's History",Dr.Julian Mor-
genstern,treats this question of reaction against universalism,
in & most comprehensive manner. He says in part,"But while thé
gpirit of universalism was thus developing,and continued to
develope in TFalestine in small and select circlés even after the
captivity,as the books of Ruth snd Jonah prove,none the less,the
reaction against the captivity and against the splrit of universal-—
ism had begun in Babylon long before the advent of Deutero-Isaiah,
had begun in fact almost with the very commencement of the cap-
tivity. Bzekiel was the father of this reaction. It based itself
upon the confident hope,already voiced by Jeremish,(25:11ff),at
least according to popular interpretation,that the captivity
woﬁld not mark the end;that the nation would once more be re-—

stored,the Temple rebullt and the national life and national wor-

ship‘revived. Once more,though in a stricter ana more literal
]

e e sttty
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‘though at the same time also more spiritual,sense, Igrael would
be God's peculiar people and He their peculiar God,Israel"holy"
unto Hlm and He "holy" unto them. And this unigue and intimate
relatlon ship of"Holiness" must be safeguarded by every means POS-
sible,not only by ethic&l living,as enjoined by the earllier pro-
phets,but also by more cons tant and intense and punctilious wor-
ship and ritualism,end 1f necessary,even by such extreme meagures

ag the compulsory divorce of non=Jewish wives.(ef.Bzra 9-10)%

‘(Foundations of Israel's History pg.lé Pamphlet). He further asserts,

" The priest now completely took his place (refers %o prophet) as
the religious leader and expounder of the divine nature and the
divine will. And Israel itself turned from the role of a prophet-
people with & divine world message, such asg Deutero_lsanhh had conw
ceived for it,to that of & priest-people,charged with the duty
of punetilliously worshipping its God and jealosuly and scrupulous-
1y living the life He had ordained for it aloneV (op.cit.pg.lb;0f
his scholarly snd lucid note 3,pgs 15fLe) o

Among his rituslistic utterances and scheme for & nation-
alistic revival of Yahwism,it may be said that there is a distinet
recognition on the part of the priest-prophet,that Yahweh while

exelusively "holy" to Israel at the same time exerts in & measure

oo ARG

a universal soverelgnty over all nations as manifest in His power

over them. To punish Isreel,He uses &s His divine right,other peoples

ag His tools," Wherefore I will bring the worst of the nations and
they shall possess their house” (7:24{21:51;28:7,50:11;51:12;52:12).
He can use obther nations not only to inflict punishment upon Israel,
He asn slso use them as instruments to punish other nations, for

example,Bgypt. "I will spread out my ney upon thee with a company
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of many peoples and they shall bring thee up in my neb.(versus
Egypt,32:25). He takes the part sgainst Egypt solely on the grounds
of being & deity of universal ethical character who puniches
cruélty and injustice wherewer He finds it,regardless of boundary
lines,"" I will even deliver him(égypt) into the hand of the
mighty one of the nationsj;he shall surely deal with him;I have
driven him out for his wickedness¥(2l:11). He continues to re-
presht Yahweh in His punishment of other nations by his threats am~
gainst Ammon,Moab,Tyre and Edom. It is all with the purpose that
they "shall know that I am Yahweh? (v.7,6;14;85:11;28:24;29:6).
The nations themselves will recognize Yahweh's might and His
power over them. This belief of Bzekiel,entitles us to believe
that he at least did not exclude universalism even if he did not
primerily advance and develope the idea. The nationsg will have no
opportunity of eriteizing Yahweh's apparent lack of strength in
permitting His people to suffer'poliﬁical de&ﬁruction;they shall
gee in it His larger purpose of chastisement for transgresslions am-
gainst His universal laws of righteousness,” And the natlons
shall know that the house of Iarael went into caplivity for their
iniquity,because they transgressed against me¥(39;:23) 4 Referring
to the consuming fire,the prophet says," All flesh shall see that
I,Yahweh, have Kindled it" (20:48). Just as truly as Yahweh has
brought about their destruction so that the nations'might witness
His power and His righteousness,just so truly is Yahweh to bring
about & redemption,not for their sakes but for the sake of His
own righteous:. name and His unshakeble reputation among the

nations." Therefore,say unto the house of Israel,thus Baiﬁh thé

Lord Yahweh,I do not this for your sake,0,house of Israel,but Ffor
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my holy name,which ye have profaned among the mations ~- and I
will sanctify my great name,which hath been profaned in the midst
of them and the nations shell know that I am Yahweh =~ when I
shall be ssnctified in you before their eyes? (B6:22). Here we
have & clear and unmistakesble reference to & bellef in the

all God ~ hood of Yahweh,a statement that,lsrael is t0 be purified
to redeem Yohweh's glorious name in the opinion of the world.In
the face of Ysrasl's wonderful redemption,the nations will re-
cognize the greatness of Yahweh working in the worlde. " And I
will set my glory among the nations;and all the nations shall see
my judgments thet I have exeocuted snd my hand that I have laid

uwpon them?

Chapter 8.

Deutero= Igaiah;- = Culmination of Prophecy and the

~ Apex of Universalism.

The very culmination of Prophecy 1s reached in this un-
known author whom we designate as Deutero = lasaiah,comprising
Chapters 40~5B. From internal evidence 1t is clearly possible
to fix the date of this insplring work as falling between the
yoars b46=539. It was produced just about the time Kzekiel was

evolving his witualistic schemes. It was during the exile when
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the people had partly adjusted themselves to thelr new surround-
ings,that this prophet began to see in Israel's dispersion somew
thing more than mere abitrary punishment for sin,something more than
retaliation on the part of Yahweh for the sins of Israel,which
they had consciously and blindly committed against Him. The exile
for the second Isaiah was but & means to an end and not en end
in itself. The central theme of his work is the deliverance of
Israel and the blessings to follow. The circummtances leading to
this was thé rise of Cyrus. As soon as he makes his message clear
to his own people,he brings home the fect that it concerns the
world at large. This ig his interpretation of the rise of Cyrus.
Yshweh the ruler of the universe 1l prepering to bring about the
words of His Prophets. (cfe4l:l=4,21,29; 44:24 ~46:14,20ff). The
transformeation of Israel from & dead people into & prosperous
nation will demonstrete the power of Ysahweh to the heathen world
snd will cause them all to how before Him. " By myself have I
sworn,the word is gone forth from my mouth in righteousness and
it shall not return,that unto me every knee shall bhow,every ton-
gue shall sweary (45:25,48:18-43:15;62:10). He shows in his
preachings the strong influence of Jeremish from whom he recieved
his universelistic ideal ( Chap .31:830-31). In the ideal future
all written law will be aboliched because Yahweh's moral law will
be indelibly inscribed on each individual's heart.

| Throughout his teachings we see some of the good and
wholesome influences of the Exile. The Jew had passed from the nar-
row confines of his homeland into & wider world,and this larger
vigion of human 1ife reacted greatly on the prophet's theology.

Israel is suffering for a great end. He suffers,ls despised,
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rejected,chastened and afflicted that others may be blessed and be
at peace through his chas stisement. This highest of all ideals is
found in Chapter 49:6,in words which may be regarded without peer

in sny litersture. "To esgtablish the tribes of Jacob and bring

back the pteserved of Israel is 1ess important then being my BOY V=~

ant Yea,I will make you & light to" the gentiles that my salvation

.........

may be unto the ends of the earth¥ ( Dillman's construction). The

above quoted passage belongs to the second of the brief "servant
of Yahweh" songs and 1%t sets forth the mission of Israel iﬁ 1ts
true relation to the world. It 1s the necessary corpllary to

the teaching of Amos,that Yahweh 1s the righteous Iord of all the

earthe If Jerusalem hes been chosen as His sanctuary and Israel

"ag His own people,it is only that Israel may diffuse God's blessings

in the world sven at he cost of Israel's own humiliation,exile

‘and dispersion. Nowhere in any literature does the principle ad-

vanced b& the first of the literary prophets,imos,that Yehweh's pow-
ervis universal and His sovereignty 1s world-wide,receive great-
er and more besutiful treatment than in the great poetical passages
of Isaish Chapter 40.

He appeals to his sudience and brings them & ray of
hope by infusing their hearts with the idea of Gpd's concern for
Israel which is an everlasting emblem of His love and mercy.The
people must not lose faith:;Yahweh is not left behind in their nat-
ijonal boundaries,nop has He forgottien them. "Hagt thou not heard
the everlasting Gdd Yahweh,the crestor of the ends of the earth
fainte th not neither groweth weary" (40 28)., Further does he bring

them hope"Thou art my %ervant I have chosen thee and not cast thee
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away (41:9b). There begins to dawn in the minds of the people

a recognition of a new purpose in the workings of Yahweh;His

ways are inscrutable;they must be satisfied and glorified in the
knowledge that the suffering servant is not cast away,that he is
still afservant,still chosen,to be the instrument through which

Yohweh works His will in the world. This idea 1s found in chapters

42&1;45:10;49:5~6;52:15;53:11. This purpose stated previously in

‘ the foregoing is given succinetly,"Behold my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen,in whom my soul delighteth, I have put my spirit upon
him;he will bring forth religion (Mishpat,Dr.Buttenwieser's Mss.
to Chap.42) to the gentiles¥ (42:1). The servant must not consider
Yahweh's power a&s limited in any way. He i1s supreme, He is the

cosmological God as well as a Being of morality.He can demand

obedience to His laws because," I am Yahweh who maketh all things¥
'(44:24) (Similarly 42:5;45:12,18;51:13;45:8b;46:8;48:13)."Thus saith
God,Yahweh,He that created the heavens aﬁd spread them out j;He that
spread abroad the esrth and that which cometh!(42:5). A similar

thought to that found in 49:6,expressing purpose of Yahweh's con-

tinued concern Ffor Israel,appears just as concisely in 42:64"I,

i~ Yahweh,have called thee for my victorious purpose (Zedeck) and will
hold thy hand and will keep thee for a covenent to the peoples,
for a light unto the nations! The old henotheistic belief crumm
bles under the prophet's ideal and inspired conceptlon of Yshweh o

i Yahweh is not only the God of all the world;His very existence

2 and nature of His power excludes the existence of any other god.

{ " Yo are my witnesses saith Yahweh,and my servant whom I have chog-

en;thet ye may know and believe me and understand that I am He,
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before me there was no God Fformed,neither shall there be after
me! (43:10;likewise 44:8¢45:14b,18b,21Db,22).
The prophet is by ﬁo meansg occupled with Israel ex~

clusively,even viewed from the point of being Yahweh's agent tq .

bring about a spiritual transformation emong the other nations.
The nations themselves must do their share to bring this to pass.
"Took unto me and be ye saved,all the ends of the earth;for I am
God and there is none elsel (45:22). The nations,even though stub=-
born,will ultimately come to the realization of Yahweh. " Thus
saith the Lord Yahweh, behold I will 1lift up my han@ﬁﬁgp the
nations and set up my ensigquﬁp the peoples =—=== 8nd fhou

shalt know that I am Yahweh? (49:22). This Yahweh,when He shall
menifest Himself to the other nations,will do so as a God of
righteousness, just as the other prophets conceived Him, "My
righteousnegs is nesr ,my ealvation is gone forth and my arms

shall judge the peoplesV (Bl:bBs)o "Yahwehxﬁgiﬁwmade here H;zmm
holy arm in the eyes of all the nationg end all the ends of the
earthwgizgwggen the salvation of our God¥ (52:10). He states
specifically Qghgns sentence that Yahweh is the God of the world,
" The God of themwhole sarth shall be called! (64:5). The other
nations will come to realize the important role Tsrael is play-
ing and they will come from afdr to show this recognition."Behold,
thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not;and & nation that
Imew not thee shall run unto thee,because of Yahweh thy God and for
the holy one of Isreel;for He hath glorified theeV (55:5:45:14=22).
With the teachings of Deutero-Isaiah uppermost in mind,a
later writer imbued by his spirit,gave utterance to a distinct

universalisms. I mention Trito~Igsaish here for the sake of con~-
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venience,even at the expense of digrossion. I merely quote several
instances of his teachings. Greatest among thege i8 his conception
that other peoples will participate in the worship of Yahweh,"For
my’house shall be called a house of prayer for all p60plesu(56:7b)o
" So that he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself
in the God of truth7(65:16.)s " And it shall come To pase that from

" one new moon to the other and from one gabbath to another,shall all

flesh come to worship before me, saith vahweh? (66:23 algo 19:21,28).

M eww for the time cometh that I will gather all nations and
tongues,and they shall'come and see my glory¥ (66:18;similarly
45128-28;J6r«3117) .

To recapitulate briefly,for Deutero-Isaiah, the return of Igm
rael is tp be brought about by Cyrus,whom Yahweh has chosen as His
instrument to bring about the physieal redemption of Israel. The
nation ie not to be established &g 8 political entity,but for the
gsole pu%pose of bringing about the spiritual rejuvenation and re-
generation of all mankind. This is the religious idealism of
Deutero Isaiah. Before this lofty universalism,national boundaties
venished snd Israel's prerogative is to suffer for the good of all
nations,he ig chosen to pave the way for Yahweh's righteous domin=-

jon over all peoples and over all the earth.
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Chapter 9.

Yahweh -=-- The Creator .

Possibly'with the idea of bringing home the prophetic

teachings in a concrete and illustrative manner,the story of

Crestion was produced. The story as we have it is a compilation,

' not: the work of one author nor the work of & single group of au-
thbfs,but the oritice of the age are almost unanimous in their

decision that the bulk of the work is the produet of the priestly

school,commonly known as npr, Begf?hg with the very first word in

PR

the Hexateuch,we can safely say that the object of this account of

Creation was to suhsﬁantiate and brosden the ldea of qvcovenant
made with Abrshem and the other Patriarche and later with the whole
race of Israel,established between them end Yahweh. It must be

stated here that our Bibical stories are not unique in their

accounts of the beginning of all things,because other peoples also
worked out their conceptions of the origin of the universe,for
example,those accounts found on Bgyptian and Babylonian tablets.
But the Bibical sccount is unique in the sense that the creation
of the world and its fulness is given with the eXplieit reasbn

to imply that He who created,still controls everything into which
He breathed the breath of life. I do not believe for a moment that
the suthors of the story in the early chapters of Genesis,produced

them as a result of any chauvenistic feeling,a feeling that the

God of their nation must be superior to every other god, but
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they were written rather with the spirit of conveying to themselves
and the other peoples,the belief'that He is the only God,a con-
tention which they must recognize if by no other means,at least by
an irrefutable eosmolpgical proof,that though Yahweh in His in=-
srutable wisdom choge them from among &ll peoples,He neverthelass
is the Maker and Magter of all. Thig idea was'used by the prophets
in their teachings and it must have been a weighty argument o
their hearers. It is significant to note that the first eleven
chaepters of Genesis in no way touched the history of Israel.
A glance at these chapters will reveal their purpose. Fifst the
detailed account of creetion,ex nihilo,in the face of chaos , men
is made and is placed in Edégjggggﬁwigwmade from men's rib;tempta~
tion comeg in the form of & serpent;Adsm and Eve mre disobedient
and are expelled from the gardem. Their children,Cain and Abel, quar=
rel and Abel ig killed by Cain. A digresSion is‘then permitted for
the purpose of giving the generations of Cain and Seth in order to
lead up logically to Noah and his sons. Then the earth becomes cor-
rupt in the presence of ite righteous Maker. " And the earth was
corrupt before God snd the earth was filled with violenceU(Gen.6:11).iw
God decides to punish mankind for its sins,"Aud God said to Noah,
the end of a1l flesh has come before me,for the earth is filled
with violence because of them and behold I will destpoy them with
the earth! Noah is commended to make an ark,he enters,the f£lood
comes end after & great while the waters abate. When the waters have
entiirely recceeded,Noah leaves the ark,sacrifices and God blesses

him. God then makes a covenant with Nosh and all menkind and the

rainbow is to be its eternal sign,"And God said to Noah,this is

the sign of the covenant which I have essablished Between me and
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811 flesh which is upon the earth? (Gen 9:17). "And the bow shall
be in & oloud and I will look st it and remember the eternal
covenant between God and all living creatures among &ll flesh
which is upon the earth!(Gen.9:16,81s012,13,16.). This story
of the flood concludes with giking the posterity of Nosh and is
summed up in verse B2 of Chapter 10."These are the familles of
the song of Noah,after their generations,in their natlons and of

these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood% The

suthors now seek to explain why it is thet all nations spring-
ing from & common stock shoul speak dlfferent languages. The tower

of Babel is started,"And Yehweh came down to see the city and the

tower which menkind built"(Gen.ll:5). It is called Babel, "because

there qu confused the tongunes of 8ll the earth and God scattered
them from there over the face of the earth¥ (Gen.ll:9). With

this background the authors now begin to touch upon Israelitish -
history or rather the rise of the forrmnners of the nation of
Israel;‘mhey give the descendants of Shem,Tereh's family and arrive

at Abrem whogse name is later changed to Abraham because he 18 to

become"the father of a multitude of nationsy They go even further,

they take Abraham to Bgypt end by adding Patriarchal history,leave /

Igrael ready to be chosen and reddemed by the righteous Yshweh.
This idea of Yahweh as Creator,cannot be said to have
originated with the prophets,it must have been ourrent in popular

opinion long before their time. References to Yahweh's power are

found all through the Bible,Prophets and Apocryphe and I quote &

few,hecause Ehe%;d@gﬁig_fgnaamenﬁ@lh.ﬁo the conception of God in

a universal sense.

o

To Moges ohjection,when God is about to send him to

the Bgyptian -taskmaster,that he is not eloquent,God says. "Who
?
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hath made man's moutﬁ or who maketh a manidumb or deaf or seeing
or blind,is it not I,the Tord! (Ex.4:11). This ability to work

with menkind in general egtablighes ILHis right to sovereignty
over man. We find Deuteronomy using this as an argumeny as to why
Israel should keep Yahweh's commends and Btatubes."lor ask now of

former ages that are past,which were before thee since the day

that God ereated men upon earth and from one end of the heaven unw
»to the other,whether there hath been heard any such thing as this
great thing 1s or hath beon heard kike it% (Dew.4:32). |

In later literature we find statements concerning Yahweh
as Creator,to be numerous and hesutifully stated. Yahweh not only
established the earth but He did it with Wisdom as His instrument.
" Yahweh by wisdom established the earth and through understanding
established the heavensy (Prov.3:19,similarly Prov.8:27;Ps.104:24).
"By Hig knowiedge the dépths were split up¥ (Prov.3:20;Gen.7:11l).
Thig fldes is more fully expressed in Proverb 8:27ff.where wigdom
ig represented as the Iogos through which Yahweh works. "When
He established the heavens I was there,when He set a circle u@on
the face of the. deep,when He made firm the skies above,when He
gave the sea ite bound,when He marked out the foundations of the
earth (Iwas there)." Everything was made with a dsign,a purpose,
though we may be unable to discern it,"Yahweh hath made everything
for His purose!(Prov.l6:4,Eccl.d:11) All men are alike in the
estimation of Yahweh because He created them all? "'he rich and the
~poor men meet together,Yahweh is the Maker of them alll (Prov.22:8;
14:81;Job 31:1B6).

The Pesalms continuvously sing praises to Yahweh:.&as Creator.

"0f o0ld didst thou lay the foundations of the earth;and the heavens
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are the work of Bhy hand? (Ps.lOZ:E5;104:5;96:5;Neh.9:6;Job B8:4) e

The Psalmist is unafraid,he trusts in & God well able to protect
him,he places his faith in the great Creator,"My help cometh from
Yahweh who made heaven and earth"(181:2:148:5£3146:6;186:5;134:33
184:8;11L5:15336:6,9).

By reason of His creation,Yahweh naturally owns the earth,
"The emrth is Yohweh's and the fulness Lhereof the world and they
that dwell therein. For He hath founded it upon the sess and as-
tablished it upon the floods¥ (Pe.24;similarly 89:11:Bx.9:89;19:6;
Deu.10:14). This Creator is worthy of being worshipped,"let us
bow down before Yahweh our M&kerﬂ(?&.lQO:Z;l&Q:2;18&1:17:7;Hos.8:14).
When we look about and compare Yahweh to the gods and idols which
the nations worship,we must conelude that they are nothings,"For
81l the gods of the peoples are things of naught,but Yahweh mede
the heavens! (Ps.l16:1b;Isai.42:5). "The heavens are thine ,the
earth also is thine,the world and the fulness thereof,thou hast
founded them,the north and the south,Thou hast created them¥
(Pg.89:11:96:5;84:1;1Chron.29:11). One of the most beautiful
Psalms,singing forth the praises of Yshweh,is Psalm 19 in which
the smthor tekes the stand that all nature reveals the glory and
power of God."The heavens declare the glory of Yahweh,and the firm
mament showeth His hendiwork! In humility,the Psalmist bows before
this great Creator,0,Yahweh our God,how excellebt is Thy name in
all the earth.When I consider Thy heavens,the works of Thy hands,
the moon &nd the stars which Thou hast ordained ,what is man that
Thou art mindful of him and the son of men that thou visitest himd

(Ps.8). The inhabitents of the earth are exhorted to worship Yahweh,
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for,"By His word weré the heavens made and all the hosts of them
by the breath of His mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sges
together as a hesp.He layeth up the deep in storehouses.let all
the earth fear Yahweh. Let all the inhabitants of the earth stand
in awe of Him.For He spake and it was made,He commanded and it
stood fast! (Ps.33:6;similarly 67:6396:9:148:5). Nehemiah also
agoribes glory to Yahweh for His wonderful acts of creation,"Thou
art Yahweh,even Thou alone,Thou hest mede heaven,the heavens of
heaven,with all their hosts,the earth and all things ﬁhaﬁ axye

thereon,the seas and all that is in them,and Thou preservest them

S

alll (Neh.9:6£f).  When David glves his hymn of thenkegiving

to Yehweh,we find him saying,” For all-the‘ébds of the peoples

are idols,(nothings),but Yshweh made the heavens! (1Chron.l16:26).

The author of SBecond Chronicles would have us believe that Huram

in his reply to Solomon's request to aid him in building the
Temple,recognizes the power of Yshweh,-w-=~~"blessed be Yahweh, the
God of Israel,who made heaven and earth? (2Chron.2:12). When Esdras
sends hig answer to Sisinnes,Governor of Syria,he does so as follows,
"We are the servants of the Lord who made heaven and earth? (lBEsdras

'6:18). When he addresges the sinners end tells them not to hide

SRR

their btransgressions in the hope that God will be ignorant of

their shortcomings,he warns them that God 1s creator and therefore
ig allw=powerful end all-knowing."Behold,the Lord knoweth all the
works of men,thelr imaginations,their thoughts and their hearts;who
spake but the word and it was made,let the heaven be created and

it was made. By His word were the stars made and He knoweth the
number of them.'He mede man and put his heart #n the midst of the

body,and gave him breath,life and understanding. Yes,and the spirit
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oﬂ'Almighﬁy God,who made all things,----surely He knoweth your
inventions! (2Bsdreas.16:55=61). )

Beelesiastes, summing up its philospphy pf life sa,ys,*?Ana
the dust returneth to the dust as it was and the spidit returneth
unto God who gave itY (Becles.l2:7;8imilarly Nu.l6:22:87:16,Isai.
57:1634ech.12:1). In the"Wisdom of Solomon" we find two references
to God asg CGreator,««—---"Lord of Mercy,who hath made all things with
Thy word? (Wis.of 801.9:1). And again,"For He who is lord over all
shall feai no man's person,neither shall He stand in awe of any
man's greatness,for He hath made the great and the small,and
careth for all alikel(Wis.of S0l.6:7).

When Manasses calls upon God,he prays as follows,"0,Lord,
Almighty God of our fathers =-- who hogt made heaven and earth
with all the ornament thereof --- whom all men fFfeary (Prayer of
Menssses) «

Referring to the flood,Bcclesiasticus says,"An everlasting
covenant was made with him(Noah) that all flesh should perish no
more by the floodl (Beoclesiasticus 44:18). It makes several obher
referrences to God as Creator,He that liveth forever,created all
things in general" (18}1). "he works of the Lord are done in
Cjudgment from the beginning and from the time He made them,He aig
posed the parts thereof? (16:26). Juﬁith prays untd God,"Let all
creatures serve Thee,for Thou spakest and they were made,Thou didet
send forth Thy spirit and 1t created them"etc. (Judith 16:14).,

An interesting account of the effect refleection upon God's power
had upon Merdocheus is found in Esther (Apoc.),13:8-10." Then
Mardocheus thought upon all the works of the Lord and made this

prayer unto Him,saying,0,Lord,Lord,the King Almighty,for the whole
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world is in Thy power,and 1f Thou hast appointed to save Israel,
there ig no man that csn geinsay The@;for Thou hast made heaven
and earth,and all the wondruous things under heavensV

The cosmological argﬁm@nt must have had been of great
weight in causing the prophets to break down Yahweh's nationsal
limfitations,we find in Jerémiah;"l have made the earth,the men and
the beasts that are upon the face of the earth,by my great power
and by my outstretohed armjand I give 1t unto whom it seemeth
right unto meQ(Jer¢27:5.)fFurther;mhus gaith Yahweh,who giveth
the sun for a light by day,and the moon and the stars for a light
by night? (Jer.31:35,similarly Gen.13l4~18;Den«4:19;Ps.19:1=6;
136:7-9). Deutero-Isaiah givasva gtriking description of Yahweh's
power in Chapter 50:1-3. Isaiah in quobting the prayer of Hezekiah

says, "0,Yahweh of Hosts,the God of Israel,that sitteth above the
Cherubim,Bhou art the God even Thou alone .,of all the kingdoms
of the earth,thou hast made heaven and eamwth. (Isalah 37:16;42:5;
45:12,45:18; Jor.10:12;Ps.102:256,26 ;Neh.9:6)
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Chapter 10.

Yahweh == Sovereign of the World.

Though the National conception of Yahweh at times nar-
rowed Him by artifieisl bounds created by & covensnt,there went
hand in hand with this belief the idea that Yahweh is not only
Creator,but also the great King who rules the earth. Isrsel though
the chosen people,is not Yahweh's sole possession over which He
rules;he is His choice possession or peculiar possession in whom
He takes delight,because first as & suffering people He redeemed
them and secondly,le desired to use them for Hig own high pur-
pose.The idea of & sovereign who transcends national boundaries
of course was formulated by the prophets,but its influence is
felt in almost all the Bibical books. I have selected a few pagsages
which to my mind,convey this idea most clearly.

We find in Deuteronomy the sentence,"For the Lord your
God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords¥ (Deu.l0:;17) In
commenting upon this passage,Driver,in the Inter.Cri.Com.pg.l25,
says,"litles are accumulated for the purpose of exptessing the
absolute sovereignty and supremacy of Yahweh?

In David's prayer,Yahweh is exalted above all,"Thine
0,Yahweh is the greatness and the power and the glory and the
victory and the majesty;for all thet is in the heavens and in the
garth is thine,thine ig the kingdom,0;Yahweh ,and Thou art exalted
ag head above all.---=Thou rulest over all¥ (1lChron.29:11,12b).

Jehosaphat vees simllar terms in calling upon Yahweh
*
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"And he said,0,Yahweh,the God of our fathers,art not Thou God in
heaven and art not Thou ruler over all the kingdoms of the earthev
(8Chron.20:6). Psalms too are full of this idea,"Yahweh is king
Torever and ever?(Ps.10:16.). Yahweh has been king since time im-
memorial His might is unsurpassed,"Yahweh sat as King at the flood,
yea ,Yahweh sitteth as king forever? (Ps.29). One of the most
striking descripthons of Yahweh as king of the earth is found in
Psalm 47."0,clap your hands,all ye reoples,shout mnto God with the
voice a&f triumph,for Yahweh Most High is terrible,He»is a great
king over all the earth,He subdueth peoples under us and nations
under our feet -~- for God is the king of all the earth —==G0d
reignefh over the nations,God sitteth upon His holy throne,the
princes of the peoples are gathersd together,to be the people of
the God of Abrehem,for the shields of the earth belong unto God,He:-:
id greatly éxaltedﬂ Zechariah exclaims confidently, "And Yahweh
shall be king over all the earth,in that day shall Yahweh be one
and His name one! (Zech.14:9). Yahweh is implored to confound
His enemies and put them to route,"That they may know that Thou
alone whose name is Yahweh,art the Most High over all the earth?
(Ps.83:18;86:10;Isai.45:21). "Yahweh reigneth,He is clothed with
majestyy (Ps.95:1;96:20;97:1;99:1)."For Yahweh is & great God and
a groat king above all godst (Ps.95:5;96:4;97:9)."Say among the na~
tions Yahweh reigneth! (Ps.99:1). "Yahweh shall reign forewer and
ever'! (Ps. 146:105102:19;47:2§8;10:16;Ex.15:18;Den.10:17,Dan4:17).,

Daniel interprets the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and says
in part," =--- to the intent that the living may know that the
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men and giveth it to whomsoever

He will and setteth up over it the lowest of men? (Damed:17).
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Jeremiah,of course,recognizes Yashweh's universal sovereignty,he
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exclaimg,"Who should not fear Thee,0,King of the nations@" (Jer.10:
6). He graphically contrastes the false gods with Yahweh , "But Yahweh

ig the true God,He is the living God and em everlasting King,at His
wrath the earth trembleth and the nations are not able to abide

His anger?(Jer.10:10).

Obadiah,helieves wholeheartedly in the universal dominion yi;
of Yahweh,"for the kingdom shall be Yahweh'sy (verse 2lb) . Zechari- |
ah 1ooks longingly to the day of Yahweh's universai reign."And it
ghall come to pass that every'one that is left of all the nations

that came against Jerusalem,shall go up from year to year to

worship the King,Yahweh of Hoste and keep the feast of Tabernacles.

And it shall be that whoso of a&ll the families of the earth goeth
not up unto Jerusalem to worship the King,Yahweh of Hosts, upon
them there shall be no rain¥ (Zech.14:16,17).

- Beolesiasticus in prailsing Yahweh,says,"Who governeth the
world with the palm of His hend,and a1l things obey His will;for
He is king over all¥ (18:3). In Egther (Apoc),we.find Esther callm

ing God,"King of the nationg snd Lord of all powerVy (14:12). In the

gsame book in that portion wherein the letter of Artaxerses is

16:18) . When Daniel is disobedient to the king's command,that he
worship the idols,Daniel answers upon being questioned by the king
as to why he does not worship.» Bel,"Because I may not worship
1dols mede by hands,but the living God,who hath created the

heavens and the earth and hath sovereignty over all flesh¥(Bel and

the Dragon,V.5o ) ®
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We see from the foregoing gquotations,thet Yahwebh 1is re-
cognized as the supreme King over all the earth and we may now

conslder Him in another role,that of Judge in the earthe.

Chapter 1l.

Yahweh =~ Judge of the World.

‘ W,‘ The earliest referrence we have pertaining to Yashweh as
1  Judge of the earth,is most probably that which is found in the
‘ theophany at Hebron,y This particular gtory belongs to "J".(Inter.

Cri.Com.pg.298.Gen). Abreham interceeds with Yahweh in behalf of

the inhabitants of Sodom and Gemorah and concludes his petition
with the words,"Shall not the Judge of a1l the earth do rightVy (Gen.

18:25b). It is significant to note that Yahweh is here exercisling

His right to judge wickedness wherever He finds it,not only among
those who worship Him. Because of the oppression, hardship and
guffering inflicted upon Israel Yahweh is to jJudge the Egyptians.
His universal sovereignty and jurisdiction over all mankind is

found in the sentence,"And I shall smite all the firsthorn in the

1land of Bgypt and agalnst all the gods of Lgypt shall I execute
judgments, I am Yahweh" (Bx.12:120) In His promise to Abrahsm,

Yahweh declares,"And also thet nation whom they shall serve ,will I
judge"etc. (Gen.15:14). When Jeptheh addresses the king of Ammon,

he says,"Yahweh,ﬁhe Judge, judge this day between Israel and Ammon ¥
(Juell:27D) .
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In her peamyer Hannsah considers Yahweh the universal Judge,"Yahweh
will jwdge the ends of the earth? (l&amsB:lOb). In First Chronicles
16:33,the psalm of thanksgiving,David gives vent to the words, "Then
shall the trees of the woods sing for Joy before Yohweh,for He
cometh to judge the earthV

It has been pointed out bhefore that Jeremieh looks upon
the impending doom and Judgment as including not only Israel,bub
in”faot all the nations.fe is so firm in ﬁhis belief théit he wighes
‘his worde to be written down and preserved for future ages."Take
Yhee a scroll and write therein all the words that I have spoken
unto thee against Judah and against Israel and ageinst all the
nationsli(Jer.36:2,similarly 1:5,10;85:9-29;Chap 47-51) He:r states
it clearly in chapfer 26:31,"A noise shail come even to the end
of the earth,for Yahweh hath a controversy with the nations;He
will enter into judgment with 21l flesh"eto. (aiso 26:30)3  When
Yahweh menifests Himself asg the righteous Judge,even nature will
be affecgiﬁAnd all the hosts of heaven shall be dissolved and the
heavens shall be rolled together as a scrollV (Isei.B34:4). ALl people
are commanded to prepare themselves for Yahweh's Jjudgment,"Come
near ye nations to hear and hearken ye peoples,let the earth hear
gnd the fulness thereof;the world and all things that come forth
from it. For Yahweh hath indignation against all the nations and
wrath againet all their hosts¥(Isai.34:1,2). When Yahweh visits
His wrath upon the nations all the mighty ones will be punished,and
it shall come to pasgs in that day that Yahweh will punish the
hosts of the high ones on high,and the kings of the earth upon the
carth? (Isai.24:81l;similar ides found in Ps.76:12,Is81.,10:18;14:285;

30:81,85;30:28;37:7,%6,38;66:16) . "Now therefore,be yo not scoffergw
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for a decree of degtruction have I heard from the Tord Zevaos,upon
the whole earthl (Isai.28:22).The world will become righteous when
Yahweh's léws are spread broadcast through it, "=--= for when Thy
-Judgments are in the earth,the inhabitants of the world learn
righteousness.For begold Yahweh cometh forth out of His place to
punish the inhebitants of the earth for their iniquity!(Isai.26:9%b;
26:21) .

Joel ascribes universal judgment unto Yahweh when he states,
'%or behold in those days === I‘willgather 8ll nationse and will
bring them down to the Valley of Jehosaphat,and I will execute
judgment upon them there for my people and for my heritage Israel,
whom they have scattered among the nations¥ (Joel 3:2,13).

| The thought crystelizes in Psalms,"Thou didst cause

sentence to be heard from heaven,the earth feardd and was still,
when God arose to judgment,to save all the meek of the earthy
(Ps.76;8;75:7;82:8;50:6), The wicked are to be punished,"So that
men shall sey,verily there is & God,that judgeth in the earthiy
(58:11b) . (Ps.106:273144:6;Isal.33:3). God is besought to rescue -
the needy, "Arise 0,God,judge the earth,for Thou shalt inherit
all the nations! (Ps.82:8368:11;96:18). The wicked of the earth
cannot escape Yahweh's righteous judgments,"Thou hast rebuked
the nations and He will judge the nations in righteousgness;the
wicked shall be turned back into Sheol,even all the nations that
forget God.let the nations be judged in thy sight,put them in feay,
0,Yahweh,let the natione know themselves to be but men! (Ps.9:5,8,
17,19b) .Lift up Thyself,Thou judge of the earth,He will judge the
world with righteousnessy (Ps.96:15;9:8;56:11;67:4;98:9;110:6;

Isai.2:4;Micah 4:3).
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Chapter 1lZ.
Yahweh -- God of all Feoples.

In sddition to the conception of Yahweh as the Creator
of the world,in addition to His universal sovereignty and Judgment,
there remains still enother phase of His coneception for Israel,
and that ié Yahweh's Universal God-head. I append seleot passages
which are given here Wifh the idea of bringing out this thought
and which mey be used for ready reference.

" But in very deed for this cauge have I made thee to
stand (maintain alive) for to ehow Thee my power,and that my name
mey be declared throughout all the earthi (Ex.9:16) ("Bo show
thee,i.e.to make thee experience my power,which led Pharaoh more
than onece to give God the glory".Cam.Bib.to Bx.) Sbt.Paul quotes
this verse in Romens 9:17,in his argument to prove absolute
govereignty of God. In Joghua,3:11 we find,"Behold,the ark of the
sovenant of all the earth? When Joshua has orossed the Jordan he
says it is done,"In order that all the nations of the earth may
xnow the hand of YahwehY (Joshs4:24.) In Hanneh's Frayer we find
the remarkable expression,"For the pillars of ﬁhe earth are Yahweh's
and He hath set the world upon them! (lSam.2:8b.). David sings, "They
looked (his enemies) but there was none to save them,even unto
Yahweh,but He snswered them not¥ (25am.28:42). " As eurely as I
live ,and as surely as all the earth ghall be filled with the glory
of Yahweh? (The glory of Yahweh is the revelation of his character

and power in history. e Inter.Cri.Com.Gray.pg+158) . (Fu.14:281).
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"And they fell upon their faces and exclaimed,'God,God,of the
spirits of all flesh'etc.(Nu.l6:28. "The phrase,"God of the spirits
of all flesh,which recurs only in 27:16,8nd is therdfore peculiar
to Pybetrays the advenced theologicalvstandpoint of P. Yahweh l1s
to him far more than the God of Israel;He is the one and only
author of all humen life and,as its author,capable of destroying
it¥ of Geﬁ.ﬁ:lefP,but also Gen.6:7;7:B2LL J's8.cp.dob 34:14 T
8180 P8.104:29F. The term"Kgl Basexlcharacteristic of the later |
literature occurs 18 times in P. Inter.Cri.Com.Hu.pg.2035;
Gray). When Solomon dedicates his Templé he prays,"Moreover con-
cerning the foreigner,that is not of the people of Isréel,when
he shall come out of a far country for Thy name's sake,(for they
shall hear of Thy great name and of thy mighty hand and of Thy
outstretched arm)Wh@n he shall come and pray towards this house,
hear Thou in heaven,Thy dwelling plsce,and do according to all that
the foreigner calleth tormhee for:that all the peoples of the
sarth may know Thy name to fear Thee as doth Thy people Israel,
and that they may know that this house which I have bullt is
dedicated to thee (ealled by thy name)" ( 1 kings 8:41). This
thought is further brought out,"That all the peoples of the earth
may know that Yehweh ,He is God;there is none else."( 1 Kings 8:60).
(1 Kings 18:39,Jer.10:10,12).

When Sennacherib of Assyris sends messengers to Hezekieh,
King of Judah,who tell him that Yahweh cannot defend him and ask

him to surrender,lsaish ad¥ises him to refuge and Hezeklah prays,

"0 Yahweh,the God of Igrael,thou art the God even alone,of all
v . !
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the kingdoms of the earth,thou hast made heaven and earth.lNow
therfore,Oh.Yahweh ,our God,save Thou us,I besesech Phee,out of
His hend,that all the kingdoms of the earth may know,that Thou
Yahweh,art God aloneV (B Kings 19:16,19).

Paalms radiate with every phase of God's universality.
"Princes shall come out of Bgypt,Bthiopia shall haste b0 gtretch
out her hands unto God,sing unto God,ye kingdoms of the eaxrth¥
(Pg.68:B1FF) + (Ioal 45:14;P9.67:4;102:228)« " ALl the ends of the
earth shall remé%ex snd furn unto Yahweh and all the kindreds of
the nations shall worship before Thee,for the kingdom is Yahweh's
and He is the ruler over the nationsetol (Ps.22:87;47:8).

" Be still end know that I am God,I will be exalted among the
nations,I will be exalted in the earthi (Pe.46:10)« The nations
are warned that Yahweh is God and they must serve Him," Now,
therefore,be wige,0,ye Kings,be ingtructed ye judges of the world,
serve Yehweh with feary (Ps.2:10-12¥. " All nations whom Thou

hast mede shall come and'wcrship before Thee,O,Lord and they

shall glorify Thy namel (Ps.86:9). "Thou art God alone” (v«10D)
(Cp.Ps.83:18,Deu6:4,32:39) Pealm 100 exhorts all men to praise
God. "So the nations shell fear the name of Yahweh and all the
kings of the earth Thy glory¥ (Ps.102:15;67:7; 1 Kings 8:43;P8.138:
4). " When the peoples &are gathered. togethér and the kingdoms %0
BOT Ve Yahwth(Ps.IOZ:EB;BB:ZV;86:9;Isai.49:22,25;60:5;Zeeh.8:80~25).
"0, Thou,who hearest prayer,unto Thee ghall all flesh come? (Ps.
66:2;145:21;13&1.66:25). The Psalmiet shows God's abundent £6.V0T
to esrth and man,"Thou art the confidence of all the ends of

the earth"eto. (Ps.65:5bfFf) (Pe.48:10,95:4). Yahweh provides all
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with the necessities of life,"Who giveth food to all flesh"ete .
(Ps.136:25,104:27;145:15). God will snswer the prayers of all,

"Yehweh is near unto him that calleth ﬁpon Him ,to all that call
upon Him in truth? "And let all flesh bless His holy name for
ever and ever" (Ps.145:18,81,65:2,160:6). "All the kings of the
earth shall give Thee thanks,0,Yahweh" (Ps.138:4378:11;148:11).
"Tet everything thét breathes praise Yahweh"(150:6).(Ps.103:22).

Again end again are the nations exhorted to praise God, "That Thy

way may be known upon earth,Thy salvation ﬁmong all nations.Iet
the peoples praise Thee,0yYahweh,let all thé'peoples praise Thee,
Ohylet the nations be glad and sing for joy,for Thou wilt judge
the people with equity énd govern the nations upon earthi(Pes.67).
"A11l the earth shall worship Thee and shall sing unto TheeVete .
(Pg.66:4) Nature itself will recognize the presence of this all-
powerful God, "Let heaven and earth prsise Him;the seas and every=-
thing that moveth therein¥ (35.69;54).(Ps.148:1;u). Menkind

must show its gratitude to Yahweh by praising Him,"),that men
would praise Yehweh for His lovong kindness and for His wonderful

works to the children of men.(Ps.107:8,156,21,31). "Make a joyful

noise unto God all the earth? (Ps.66:l 21001 )«

When the nation is threatened with destruction,Isaiah is
represented as praying, "Now,therefore,0,Yahweh,save us from his
hand,that all the kingdoms of the carth may know that Thou art
Yehweh,even Thow only¥(Iessi.87:20; cp.l Kings 18:86;8:43;E2.56:85;
Jogh.4:24 ; lSam.l7:46:2 Xings 19:19). Zephaniah claims that "men
ghall worship Him,everyone from his plage,even all the isles of
the nations! (Zeph.2:11b). Even more explicltly does he bring

this out,"For I will turn to the peoples a pure language,that
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they mey all call upon the name of Yahweh to serve Him with one
socordl (Zeph3:9) (Hab.2:14).

Joel looks forward to the time whén all people will recog-
nize Yahweh,"And it shall come to pass afterward,that I will pour
ouﬁ my spirit upon all flesh? (Joel B:28: 188l .40:5;49:6).

All flesh must give Yahweh the respect and reverence due
Him, "Be silént 81l flesh,before Yahweh,fox Hé hags waked up out of
His holy hébitationw (ZBch.3:1%). Even the powerful peoples of thé
earth shell reallze Yahweh's might," Yea many peoples and strong
shall come to seek Yshweh of hosts in Jerusslem,and to entreat
the favor of Yahweh., (Zech.8:28). (Isal.g:2,8;85:7;49:6,22,23;
60:%~12). "And many natione shall join themselves to Yahweh in
that day and shall be my peopleVete. (Zech,2:11) (Micah 4:8;Zech.
14:16,17). Zecharish gives a vivid picture of Yehweh's universal
reign in Chapter 14:16 to the end. Mﬂlachi deciares all people
have to know God,"For from the riging of the sun to the going down
of the same,my hame shall be great among the gentiles? (Male.l:dll)e

We f£ind in Tobit the following,"many'nations ghall come
from far to the name of the Lord God with gifts in thelr hands,even
gifts to the King of heaven;all generations shall praise Thee with
great joyY (Tobit 18:11). "And all nations shall turn and fear the
Tord God truly end shall bury their idols.8o shall all nations

praise the Lord,and His pephle shall confess Him¥ (Tobit 14:6,7)s
When the nation is in such grave danger by reason of Holofernes'

invasion,dudith prays,"And make every nation and tribe to acknowledge
that thou art the God of all power and might"ete.(Judith 9:14).

In the Wisdom of Solomon we find this sentence,"For the spirit of

the Lord filleth the world,for he created all things that they
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might have their beingV? (Wisdom of So0l.1:7). He tells the rulers
of the world that they are but vassals of the Tord,"Hear,therefore
O,ye Kings,give ear all ye¢ that rule the people and glory in the
multitude of nations,for power is given you of the Lord and
sovereignty from the Highestleto (Wis.of S501.6:1,3).
Eoclesiastions says,"0,Lord,hear the prayer of thy servants ==-
that all they who dwell upon earth may know that Thou art them
Tord,the eternal God¥ (B6:17). He also says,"Now therefore,bless
ye the God of all,who only doeth wondrous things everywherel
(Beolesisstious 50:28). Job expresses the.same thought
very clearly,"Whatsoever ig under the whole heaven is minel
(Joba41l:11l;80e chap.9:5:10;86:6~14;28:24;8%.19:5;Deu.10:14;P8.84:1;
B0:12). Einally to yuote again from Job,"That the hand of Yahweh
hath wrought this,in whose hand is the soul of every living being
and the breath of all mankind! (Job 1R:9ff). | |




69.
Gonolusion.

To summarize briefly we may say that the conception of
Yahweh through the History of the Jew,as expressed in hisg litere
ature has undergone a radical change through the successive ages.

Starting with the idea of a Natlonal God,who protects
end supplies the needs of a chosen people,a God who has power
only in & certalin restricted area,i?b arrived finally at the su~-
preme gosl of all religlons,the premise that since God is the
Creator of man and the world,He must control the destinies not
of one group nor of one land bubt of every living being. They did
not arrive at this conelusion,however,in 8 direct path. If its
course were disgrammed,it would best be shown by zig=-zag lines.
and curves. It all depended upon the history of the time whether
the i1dea ghould advance or whether there should be retrogression
toward the old local cult. The element which made it possible
for ﬁmhe Genius of Religion" to proelaim to the world,"One God,
One humanitytwas the ethical bagils,which is found even in the
most ritualistic portions of its writings. The recognition that
there must be & universal code of ethical action,brought to their
minds the necessity for & universal Sovereign,Creator and Judge.
It was impossible for high minded men,of which no better examples
exist than the prophets,to conceive of a God who would select one
people upon whom He would shower His love at the expense of all
His other children.He must have concern with all His creatures
and if any are chosen,it is for the sake of bringing about His

Presence to the other peoples who as yet stood in ignorsnce of

Himo




Phis is how Deutero-Isaish understood it.For him Israel
was indeed & chosen servant,but a servant who should not enjoy
all the special blessings of Yahweh alone,but one who must
_agsume all responsibility of gervanthood and who mugt prepare
himself for the task. Theyy must give up all thought of thelr
coremonialism and make their llves pure. They must practice those
principles of & righteouq 1ife which Yahweh demanded they teach

to the other nations. They mugt be & living example of purity

and they must prove themselves falthful to all that which Yahweh

demends of mankind.

Prom the old netional idea then,they began to think of
vohweh as the supreme being of the worldshow this was brought
about has been shown in the body of the Thesis.

Just as we found in our research,that there were
different currents of thought going on side by side,so today we
£ind the same conditions existing;nsmely in the form of Zionism
whioh'to an extent is arprotast against the Universalistic con-
eception of the present day. It is hardly in my province,however,
as o recorder of this especial piece of work to enter into a
discussion of this question.It is interesting ,however to note
that "History does‘repeat itself” and I refer the reader to &
full discussion of this question in a note to an article by
Dr.dulian Morgenstern,'Foundations of Israel's Historyipg.lb.

suffice it to say that the God of lsrael beoame and is
the God of Israel,truly,but not emelusively the God of Isrsel,
for He has oreated and still governs the world and all that i1s

therein.
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