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Introa.uction. 

It is essential in treating this subject to first define 

our terms, to avoid confusion as our Thesis proceeds to unfdlld and. 

also to state clearly the premises upon which we work. Jl'irst,as to 

the meaning of the word. 11Uni versalism':we m:i.iy :for our purpose sta·be 

1 t as ·the beli.ef that God(Yahweh) is t;he Lord. God of all the 

world and unto H:i.m alone the peoples of a.11 nations mu.st look as 

the Divine Being. 

In treating this subject in its relation to Israel we 

must :proceed not with the Bible as we find. it, but in the order 

which contemporary Bibioal science and facts o:t' our investigation 

of neoeBsi t;y arra.nge\ it ;accepting the opinion of such scholars 

as Driver,Bt1d.de,Smith,Welhausen and Dilma.n,upon any question of 

date o:r. sou.roe. 

It is absolutely impere.ti ve tha·t as the subject unfolds, 

great and. cv.reful attention mu.st be given to Israeli tish history, 

(Bi bicetl and :Post ... Bibioal) for the evolution o:f his religion is 

closely associated wi·th the history of the Jew. This ~luestion is 

based upon the views of' the several l)rophets,u.pon the Bibiof.?,l 

books (legal and. historic) ana. upon the post-Exilio works .. 

We need not oonoern ourselves to any great ex·!;ent with 

what consti·buted the religion of Israel before his forming :l.nto 

one nation. Our task permits us to "begin with the Uni tea. Tri bes 

as a nation of Israel,1n a land of Israel,with a God of Israel. 

This, the:m., shalJ. be our point o:f:' departure and as we proceed we 
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shf:Lll consider ·the id.ea of a uni ver.sa.l God as it pre sen ts itself 

in the different ages Ul'.lder different and at times widely opposed 

lead.ers. We shall note the oontrl.bution of each age to the thought 

· and. development of the id.ea until its finally consummation in 

the days of the greatest of all pro:phets,Deutero.;,;Isaiah. 

To Dr .Julian Morgenstern, who has so generously g:i.ven me 

his time and his most valuable suggestions.my sincerest thanks are 

given ,also ·to Dr .Moses Bttttenwieser, to whose class work and 

book ·the nprophets of Israel", I am ind.eb·ted for much of the material 

contained in this Thesis .. 



Chapter l. 

National God in Ancient Israel. 

The story found in the book of Exod11s in which the Lord. mar ... 

velously red.eems "His" people,whose ory Re has hea:rd rising from 

under the yoke of Egyptian oppression,is that of the religious 

birth of Israel., joined by covenant with the National God, Yahweh, 

whose succor and. protection in times of imminent danger and trials 

proved His superiority over other peoples and other gods. In Moses 

we sea the founder of the religion of Israel and its laws. He was 

the first historic individuality who ean be said to have welded 

the Israal:i.te clans into a whole. This could never have been done 

without a unifying worship Which he found in Yahweh worship. 

Just here we find a difficulty and apparent aontradiotions 

in the souroes themselves. The authors of the 11 J 11 code assume 

that Yahweh was worshl.pped. by the Hebrew raoe from the very be

ginnings of the h~st~ry of the Universe. On the other hand,ac

oording to priestly writings,( E:x:.6:2 ).God spoke to Moses and 

said," I am Yahweh.But I appeared to Abraham,Isaao and Ja.oob aa 

El Shaddai and by my name Yahweh,! did not me,ke myself known 

unto themY According to this later tradition the "Yahweh" was 

not kn.own until the event of Moses and it was by His une:x:celled 

power that Israel was redeemed from the "house of bondage". We 

may take the middle oourse and say that the truth lies somewheres 

between these two radically opposing views. In any event, ·this 

muoh becomes olear beyond. a doubt. Yahweh from this theophany on, 

becomes the supreme deity of the Hebrew people and the Ark was 

constructed as the embodimet'lt of the "numen n o:f Yahweh and was 
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borne in front of their armies when they ma~ched to war. It is 

certa:f.n that the notable victory won by Moses at the Exodus a

gainst the Egyptians and in the following battle at Rephidim a• 

g~inst Arnalek (Ex.17) was the incident which solidified Yahweh's 

pre-eminence over any other god and made Him Israel's champion 

in battle. 

Many references in the Pentateuch point to the oeleatial 

and tranamundane character of this Yahweh. This character ascrib

ed to Him,gives us explanation as to why the later idea of His 

universal sovereignty arose so easily. This sovereignty is pre

supposed by ''J" (Gen.11:4bf:f) 9in its account of orea.tion. This 

point will be discussed more fully later. How this came to be 

overlaid and crampened by limitations as to the extent of His 

powe:r,will be discussed in the :following :Pages. The text o:f the 

Mosaic ·books lead.s us to believe that Moses held the larger ra

ther than ·the narrower sphere of Yahweh• s influence. It is true 

that while the ark which they transported with them at all times 

as symbolizing His presence in their midst, He was also thought 

of as being present in the cloud which hovered near the camps 

and in the lightning (Esh Yahweh) and the thunder (Kol Yahweh) 

which played about Mom1t Sinai. 

When Israel enters Canaan a new era opens in its religion. 

It may be well to state here that religion depends a great deal 

upon the life of a people. Their new life forced a transition, 

therefore.from a simple nomadic rellgion to a rather complicated 

one necessitated by an agricultural lif'e.( of Marti,Die Religion 

des A.T. pg.25-41). Many :forms necessary for worship sprang into 

existenoe.viz,sacrifices and feast days. And further Yahweh,who 
--~-·~·,.,,.,,~,...,.,.,,''''""r-"'·-:<•·>_,,...,,,,.,.. 

had bee:n looked upon as a deity who manifested Himself in thunder 



and lightning,whose abode was in the sky,whose shrine waa on the 

top of Horeb-Sinai,was now associated with Israel's life in Ca• 

naan.He now manifested Himself either by a signal victory over 

Israel's foes (Josh.lO:ID,ll;lSam.7:10-12) or by a thunderstorm, 

(l Sam.12:18) or th:r:ough a d'.ream (Gert.28:16:f':f; l Kings 3:5f:f) at 

a sacred spot like Beth El .. Aooordingly,whenever His presence 

and power were displayed in places where the Canaanite Baal had 

been worshipped~they came to be attached to these spots. He had 

put"His name 11 (identical with the idea o:f the deity) there and 

.the same festivals and sacrifices which had previously been deiWi 

voted to the cult of the Canaanite Baal were now annexed to the 

service of Yahweh. In this way Yahweh came to be called the Baal 

or ''lord" of any sacred pl.iloe where the armies of Isreal by 

c 

1 
their -,,1otories attested "Hie mighty hand and outstretched arm"• 

( See Kautzsoh in Hastings .?~B~ extra vol .. pg.645 ff.) .. l 
' 

Su.ch was the road of adding and changing and it was fraught 

with danger to the older and. purer :faith. For when Yahweh gradual

ly became Israel's local Baal he became worshipped like the old 

Canaanite de1.ty, with all the sensuous accompaniments of Kedeshoth 

(to which Am.os alludestChap .. 2:'7;Hos.4:13,14 also Jer.2:20-23. 

3:6-11. The practice is prohibited in Deu.23:1'7) and we find His 

a.bode located in Beth El,Sohehem,Sh1.loh and Jerusa.lem.respeotively .. 

Each in turn claimed that Yahweh had placed his name there .. Each ......... '*"" 

had a Yahweh of its own. 
On the other hand,old deities who had inhabited the land 

for centuries s·till lurked in their familiar haunts. 
1

l'hey could 

I not be dispossessed nor uncrowned in a short while and it was no 

:] ~ simple task to establish Yahweh in the new lands He had given 



Israel. We have a good example of this in the Elijah story,(2K. 

18:24-28) This is not an unusual belief .The same idea is found 

in the story of the people of Babylon1.a and other regions whom 

the Assyrian kings had settled in Ephraim about 721 B.6.E.;who 

are described as suffering from raids by lions and a priest from 

the deported Ephramites is sent to teach them the worship of 

Yahweh, the god of the land. Likewise.i11 the earlier period of 

Israel's occupation of Canaan, the Hebrews always had the tenden

cy to worship the old Baal or ".Ashtoreth" (the deity who made 

the herds and flocks proltfio) .. (I believe the "Ashtoroth or 

offspring of flocks in Deu.7:13,and 28:18 refers to the above}. 

A few years of drought or of bad seasons would make a 

Hebrew settler betake himself to the old Canaanite gods. As we 

shall see later this lasted even to the days of Hosea whom we 

find berating the people for :permitting the existence of rivalry 

between the true Yahweh and the old Canaanite Baal. (Dr.Butiien-

weiser believes this was Yahweh worship with Oanaani ti sh pr~wtices, 

see Prophets of Israel). The prophet reproaches his countrymen 

for going ~ifter their rr1overs'', the old local Baa.ls, whom they 

supposed to have bestowed on them the necessities of life;bread, 

water,wool,flax and oil.not knowing,as he says. 11That it is I (Yah

weh) who has given to her (Israel) the corn.the new wine and the 

oil and also silver and gold in abundance which they have fash• 

ioned into a Baal image".(Ros.2:10). 

However,danger from a foreign foe,suoh as Midian or the 

Philistines at once brought into prominence the claim and power 

of Yahweh,Israel's national iod since the great days of the 

Exodus. ]iven despite the capture of the ark after the disastrous 

battle of Shiloh,Yahweh had in the end shown Himself .by means of 

i j: 



a terrible plague• far superior to the l?hi.listine idols. They 

still conceived of Yahweh.however.as a purely local deity.admit

ting the exis'tienoe of other gods i:n different larnls. Yahweh was 

god only of Israe 1 ancl of Israel's land. An in va.sio11 of foreign 

territory would bring Isre.el under the power of its I)a:Uron deity. 

The story 111 Second Kings;3:27,where the lting of Moab defeats 

Israel.is looked upon as being brought about by Chemosh.who in 

aclmowledgement of the sacrifice o:f the King's son,gi ves Moab 

the victory and puts Israel to flight 1)y a "great wrath 11
, possibly 

shown in the form of a pestilence. In other words, the ordinary 

Israeli tish worshipper of Yahweh was at this time fe,r removed 

from monotheism and still remainea. in the preliminary s·tages of 

henotheism,which regarded Yahweh as the sole God of Israel and 

Israel's land,but at the same time recognized the existence and 

power of the deities of other lands and :peoples. Of this we have 

many examples,notably,l Sam .. 26:19,nI:f it be Yahweh that hath stir

red. thee up against me ,let him accept my offering; but. if it be 
V""o-,..........-~._.---~--....... ------- ·--

the children of men,ou.rsed be they before Yahweh;for they have 

driven ma out this day the. t I should. have no share in the inheri• 

tance of Yahweh, sa,ying ,go serve other gods~ And again in Judges 

11:23,24~nso now Yahweh,the God of Israel,hath dispossessed the 

Amori·tes from before His people Israel ,and shouldst thou. posess 

them? Wilt thou not possess th$t which Ohemosh ·thy god giveth 

thee to possess? So whomsoeYer Yahweh 011r God hath dispossessed 

from before us, them will we possess'J This idea is brought out 

further by the declaration of Ruth in Ru'th 1: l6b ;1thy people shall 

be my people and thy God.my God~ 

This concept .of a local Yahweh even influ.encd Elisha, the 

greatest prophet of the 9th.Century. To him Yahweh was Israel's 



war-god. His power was shown in and from Oanaans soil. If Naaman 

was to be healed o:f his le1irosy, it could not be done by bathing 

in r:i.verB of his own country .he must be dipped in the waters of 

a l?Etlestiinian stream. And. if he wanted Yahweh 1 s continued bless-

ing he must provide Yahweh with a home in Syria by taking two 

ass loads of earth upon which to erect a sanctuary. 

There are many :passages throughout the Bible which 

oonstantly make reference to Yahweh as God of Israel,God of He

brews and I quote a few. Gen.33:20,"and he built there an altar 

(at So he hem) fand os.lled it God• God of· 1'Jsrael. (The stone being 

identified with the deity,Gen 28122,35:7; E~.17:5,Ju.6:24· Inter. 

Crit.Com.to Gen.pg.416. cf Josh.8:30 where Joshua builds an altar 

to Yahweh,God of Israel). And they said the God of' the Hebrews 

has met with us. (God o:f Hebrews,is J's standing expression,Driver, 

Ex.pg.~5.) "And they saw the God o:f Isra.el1.' (Ex.24:10~. 11.And 

thou sha.1 t come, thou and the elders of Israel unto the King o:f 

Egypt and ye shall sa.y unto him, the rJord,God o:f the Hebrews hath 

met with ui:i" .. 

This God of Is~ael ii naturally represented as a god of 

war in the early stages of Israelitish history. The wandering 

people had to find a place of perms.want abode and it could be 

done only with divine aid. We find passage after passage contain

ing this idea of a dlvine champion.and I quote a :few.n Yahweh 

will fight for you and you shall remain silent (Ex14:l4) tt.And I 

will stretch forth my hand. and. smite l~gypt"(Ex.3:20.) I11 Moses• 

song o:f t:riumph (Ex.15). we find the pre.ise of Yahweh for His 

glorious overthrow of Israel's foe.(Driver,Oam.Bib.Ex.pg.129). 

In the war with .Amalek,Yahweh causes Israel to prevail.(Ex.17). 

. I 
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In Deuteronomy 7 we find promise of divine aid against the enemy. 

"Yahweh who goes before you.He will fight for you" (Deu.l:30;see 

alsoEx •. 14:14,25 ;Deu.3: 22; Josh .10: 19b ,42; 23:3,10) "Thine eyes have 

seen all that which Yahweh your God did to those two kings,so 

shall Yahweh do unto all the nations,over which thou goest'J (Deu. 

3:2lb,o.) "You shall not :fear them for Yahweh thy God,He it is 

that :fighteth for you" (Deu.3:22). Deu.7:23,n .And Yahweh will 

give them up be:fore you,v.24,and lie will deliver their kings 

into thy hand. v .22 ana. the Lord thy God will cast out those na'""' 

tions before thee.(Deu.9:3;11:23;20:4; 31:3 drive out). In the 

remarkable passage in which a longer day with continued light 

is necessary for Israel to completely vanquish the foe,Joshua 

commands the sun and the moon to stand still and we have the 

sentenoe~'Jl'or Yahweh fought for IsrEotel 11
• (Josh.10:14). 

When G·ideon arises as a champion of Israel,he does so un

der the impression. that Yahweh will aid him and his little band. 

".And his companion answered and said. this is nothing else sa.ve 

the sword of' Gideon 9 the son of Joash,a man of Israel,into his 

hand. Yahweh hath delivered Midian etc'' (cf Josb..2:9). A similar 

story is told in l Sam.l4:12b when Jonathan says to his lmor

bearer, nQo up after me,for Yahweh has given them into.the hand of 

Israel~ Da:Yid recognizes the hand. of the vanquishing Yahweh when 

he wars against the Philistines.uFor then Yahweh has gone out be

fore thee to smite the Philistines.( 2 Sam.5:24b,also when he 

smites Goliath). 11And Yahweh gave victory to David wherever he 

went" ( 2 Sam. 8: 6b,14b) " .And Yahweh wrought a gree, t vi ct oryn • 

( 2.Sam.23:10,12). l'Por their faithlessness to Yahweh,for their 

subsequent idolatrous pract1.ces,the children of Israel are punish-

··;""II! 
I 
I• 
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s. 
ed and upbra.ided for their wiokedness because, "they walked in the 

statutes of the nations whom Yahweh had cast out from before the 

children of Israel etc~ ( 2 Kings 17:8). 

When Judah is sore pressed by Sennacherib,Yahweh rises 

to his defense,( 2 Kings 19:35i'f). So firmly is this belief that 

victory can be obtained only through the protective Yahweh,:r.ooted 

in the minds of the people,that we find David inquiring of the 

Deity," Shall I go up against the Philistines and wilt thou de""' 

. liver them into my ha.nd?" And Yahweh s&id unto him.u Go up for I 

w:lll deliver ·them into thy ha.nii.'J ( 1 Ohron,14:10,15). Yahweh 

speaking (in 1 Chron .. 17:10b ) says," I will subdue (or have sub-

dued.) all thine enemies'.: When Jehosaphat; is in great dread be-

cause of the overwhelming horde of :Mos.bites and Amonites,Yahaziel 

predicts deliverance, 11 Fear ye not,neither be dismayed by reason 

of this great multitude.for the battle is not pours but Yahweh's ~ 

( 2 Chron.20:15). Similarly, -----"be not afraid nor dismayed 

because of the king of Assyria for with him :i.s an arm of flesh 

but with us is Yahweh our God to help us fj_ght our battles lJ ( 2 Qhr. 

32: ?b. 8). 

It is readily seen that the early conception of Yahweh did 

not differ to a great degree from that of any other peoples. It is 

, true tht;i.t through Moses a definite ethical charac·ter was ascribed 

to Ye,hweh. It was His"finger" that wrote the brief code which has 

com€~ down to us in the Decalogue. Moreover, the ethical character 

of the true Yahweh religion establishea. by Moses and Mosaic law, 

is shown in the strict exclusion of all sexual impurity in His 

worship. Unlike the Canaanite Baal.Yahweh has no female consort. 

From firE~t to last the true religion of 1fahweh was pure of sexual 
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taint. The earliest codes of Hebrew legislation ( Ex.21-23) bear 

sure and indelible signs of the high ethical character of Yahweh's 

reg_uirements,originally set fo:r.th by Moses. Of this idea the in

cident of Na both in the time o:f Ahab, furnishes a splend.id example, 

which brings out clearly the difference between the '.L1yrlan Baal 

oult,which was anything but ethical,and. the h'igh moral require .... 

ments o:f the religion .of Yahweh, of which El:i.js..h was prophet and 

devoted exponent. But ·the people th(:Jffif:lelves could not see this.To 

them their existence was as necessary to the existence of Yahweh, 

as Yahweh's existence was for them. It was to save the ethical 

and moral side of Yahweh worship that the :Prophets of the eighth 

Century made their appeal;and if this consideration be left out 

their den.unc1at;ions become meaningless. To this early standard of 

Mosaio life and practice, Israerl was faithless in the days of Hosea 

(Chaps.l-4,9) and Judah in the time of Isaiah,turned a deaf ear 

(Isai.1:2-4,21). It was just this state of affairs,the narrow oon

ception of Yahweh as a war-god of Israelfle:x:isting solely to drive 

out Israel's enemies and who controlled only the land Israel in

habi tea. ;and the infamous practices associs:ted with His worship, 

which ealled forth the Prophets and through them a profound 

change in the Yahweh conception was brought to pass,a change,with

out whioh,Israel and his God would long since have p~ssed into 

oblivion. 
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Chapter 2. 

Rise of Larger View, Beginnings of Universalism - Amos. 

The establishing of hard, and fast lines ,marking the spot 

where a national conception of Yahweh,leaves off ,and where a con• 

ception of Yahweh as a Universal God,begins,is impossible to ac

complish. Though the general opinion among scholars of today is 

that this epoch begins with the Prophet Amos. No one will deny 

for a moment that Amos played a great and prominent part in form

ulating this view.but I do not believe, that with justice and ex

actness,he can be said to have originated the view. That bhese 

larger conceptions prevailed in some of the higher minds o:f Israel 

and may with some certainty be held to have existed even as far 

back as the age of Moses.is the fact which the Yahwistio picture 

of cosmogony (Gan.2:4b-9) (composed in the 9th.Century n.c.E.) ~. 

clearly suggests ,and. this v:i.ew is strongly substantiated by the 

powerful influence of Babylonian culture on Israel during the 
·--·-••.,·• -~-·-'·""''~'" •·~_..,,,,,..-,..,,,,.,,.,,_,.,_,.., .• ,,r~·~·"'-"'~"- '"'" w.~,.-.,,~, -~ <" 

Centuries 2000-1400 B.C .. E. (Gunkel,Schopfung and Chaos,and others). 
·•· ,~ .. • • ,,,.,.,. _ • ._,.,_, •• - <- ,,, ~,,..-,..w.l'IN"""'>' 

The point I wish to impress is this,that in the consider

ation of the question,we must lay sufficient emphasis upon the 

fa.ct that their was an inevi tal)le co-existence of different types 

and planes of thought, each derived and evoltf'ed from some earlier 

and more primord.ial forms. In fine, we have not to deal exclusively 

with ~ evolution but with many phases of this evolution,co

existent w:i.th it. Thie transition from the past conee:ption of 

a local deity could not have been so sudden. There undoubtedly 

were pre-existing ideas upon which the Prophet's epoch ... making 

message was based. 
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Yet this statement should in no way hide the fact that .Amos 

lived and worked in the all-pervading atmosphere of the popular 

Yahweh religion,absolutely national and particulat'ly local in its 

essence. Aocording to the popular view prevailing in his time, the 

destruction of the national power by a foreign army,meant the 

overthrow of the power of the national Deity as well, by the god 

of the foreign nation.If Assyria finally over-threw Israel and 

carried off Yah.weh•s shrine,A)§~r,the deity o:f Assyria,was mighti

er than Yahweh.This state of affairs was then in process of hap

penning in the Northern kingdom and Amos saw clearly that it might 
\\,v) 

lead finally to Israe1•s doom. This argument is used by,Habshakeh 
b·'-~ 

( 2Kings 18:33-35) when he tells Israel to surrender because 

Yahweh ,;:' would be powerless in the hands of Ashur. 

':Vhis view undoubtedly prew-ented itself to the people of 

Israel at this time wllth crushing emphasis.To them it meant not 

only loss of home and country but what is far worse,the protection 

of their own a.ei ty, who had "given the land unto their fathers" and 

who had thus fa.r carefully tendered Israel through its history, __ __,---......_ _ _.,_. __ .._, ___ ,._ 

would now prove to be futile and unavailing. r·t meant that they 

must redouble their efforts to gain the at·tenti ve ear of Yahweh; they 

must either add to their cult observance or find new ways of 

attracting His attention to them in their dire need and distress. 

And if He should fail them now,when everything stood trembling 

in the balanae,then He too should fall among the ruins,for He could 

not exist for a moment after their annihilation. 

It was at this critical time in their history and re-

ligion that the Prophet Amos arose. This humble shepherd of Tekoa, 

attempted to solve this most important problem and his solution 
. ! 



was accepted by all the great literary prophets and has formed the 

u.n'shakable basis for the1.r respective messages to ·the people. His 

was indeed an exalted view of Yahweh,and His methods of working 

in the world;and this view as we shall see later,absolutely de

tached Him from His limited rea,lm of influenoe,as a national deity, 

as the God of Israel solely. Amos with startling originEtli ty ex

hibits Him to his countrymen as the Lord of the Universe.TT who 

made the seven stars and Orion and turneth deep darkness into 

morning and maketh the day dark with night,that calleth forth 

the waters of the sea and poureth them out upon the face of the 

earth~ (Amos 5:8). 

Amos did not stop here.his teachings had only begun. What 

followed gave to not only J"udaism its 00ntent, but to all religi

ons worthy of the nr:nne .. Yahweh was not only the Lord of the Uni

verse ,possessed of sovereign power. He emphasized with all the 

eagerness of his tense religious spirit,that Yahweh was a God 

whose character .whose very essence was righteousness and God's 

demand u:pon His people Israel is not for increased cult and ri

tual observance, but for righteous conduct. The people are not to 

be destroyed because of lax:i ty in their external obse:i:·vanoes, but 

because they have broken every law o:f equity and justice,beoause 

their successes 'l.mder Jer~oam the second,had turned. their hearts 

to avarice and the perversion of morality and righteousness. Be-

cause the ever-growing class of rich constantly became more op- \\ 
\\ 

pressi ve and inhumane toward .,t.ewa-rd,, their poorer brothers. It was \ 

a protest against this crass mate:rlalism of his people and their 

ignorance of true religion that caused Amos to burst forth into 

hH1 denunciations of his contemporaries .. He constantly begg·~·d hills 
..........-~·· ... -~-=·~··"''"""· "~"~"-

i~ 
I, 

,I• 



13. 

countrymen to return to the simplicity of their desert life and 

pure worship.where sacrifice played no part. n Did ye bring unto 

me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years,O,house 

of Israel~ ( Amos 5:25 ). He further denounces their non-ethical 

ceremonialism. (Cha.p.5:2lff) ,"I hate,I despise your festivs.ls 

and in your :feasts I take no delight, for when y·e of'lfer me your 

burnt offerings and your gifts.I do not regard them with favor 

and at your fatted-peace offerings,! will not look. Take away 

from me the noise of your songs .and the souna.s of your musical 

instruments I will not hear .. But let Justice flo·w like wa·ter 

ancl righteousness like a perenial str~~am~1 The last sentence is 

striking and it must have been beyoncl the ken and comprehension 

of his form-bound fello·wmen, To them the Prophet must have ap

peared as one demen·ted. How could. he. in the face of impending 
,...-,., .... ,.,.~'>11""'"-<''•"'"'' "'" • "~--. "'"-•"''-''''''~"'<~-·''"'"'-' 0 ~"'-'• O.'•~~:r • ,_.,., ... • ~ ""' -~· ,r.>'•'-~h ... •n'< •• "'"'•-•>'4<.~'· 

calamity defy Yahweh (as they conceived Him) l He was but in vi t-
~ .. ~'<I'°'""' .... , ,,._.._.,,,~lt'<'"'C•!>""'IJ>;.V"j',~'--- . .,- -"•~""" ~'·~~'·'"'"~,,~.,.~,.·~•-.v' "-'" ,.,.,.,_,., ,~• ·~·'•"'•"""'-'"'-• •O' ••"•' ''" 

ing the impending wrath of the deity. But .Amos proceeds in even 

more d.ra.stio and iconoclast:l.c tones and. proceeds to tear down 

another of their time honored. and sacred traditions. Suoh a 

Universal God and Sovereign :Power as the Deity whom he represents, 

cannot by any means make Isra.el the object of His e:x:clusi.ve con

cern. 11 Are ye not as the children of the gthllopians unto me, 0, 

children of Israel,saith Yaweh. Did not I bring up Israel out of 

the land of Egypt and the Philistines from Caphtor and the 

Syrians from Kir'~ 11 (Chap. 9: 7 ) • Israel cannot point to its 

redemption out of Egypt as an ind.ice ti on that Yahweh love·!&' an.d 

desires them to the exclusion of all other peoples. His fact of 

deliveranoe should be understood in the light of Yahweh's 

righteous charac1;er. Israel was unjustly oppressed and doWiltrodden 
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and by their distressful cries the Yahweh of Justic@ was moved to 

save them,but lie had done as much for the l?hilistines and Syrians. 

But just as Israel is not the sole object of Yahweh•s love and 

care,ao also they shall not bear His punishment alone • .Amos.,opens 

his prophecies;as Dr. Buttenwe;l.ser in his ":Prophets of Israel".so 

significantly points out,not against Israel itself but against 

the surrounding· nations. It is well to state here that the denun ... 

oiations are(r;ci't> direct;ed against the na.tions on behalf of Israel, 
' / ' 

not because they have mistrea.ted Israel,not to grant them new 

lands nor to protest against their specific relations to Israel. 

but He is to thunder from Zion, "so that t.E~ .... ~~.h.E!l~,h.~I,~. shall mourn 

and Carmel shall wither" because the nations, just a·s well as 

Israel.have disregarded His laws of righteousness and therffore 

cannot be in ·t.he good graces of this ethical universal God. This 

denunciation of the other na.tions graphically put before his hear

ers the idea that Yahweh,as the supreme ruler of the universe.is 

deeply concerned. over all peoples. He holds in His hand not only 

blessing but also punishment for all peoples. " Thus saith Yahweh, 

for three transgressions of Damascus,yea.fo four,I will not turn 

away the :punishment thereof, because they have threshed Gilead with 

threshing instruments of iron1J Because of the atrocities and in• 

humanities of Damascus in war.He will " send a fire into the house 

ofHazael and it shall devour the palaces of. Ben-hadad andnbreak 

the, bar of Darnasct1s tt ,and "the people of Syria shall go into 

captivity unto KirlJ (Cha.p.1:3-5). Just as scathingly d.oes he 

rebuke Gaza, 11 beca.use they carried away captilV'e a whole people 

to deliver them up to Edom" (an especially atrocious sin against 

Yahweh's law,to transpant an entire nation). For this evil perpe-
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trated by Gaza.He will " out off the inhe.bitan·ts from Ashdod and 

him that holdeth the sceptre from Askelon --- and the remnant of 

the Philistines shall perish" ( Chap.1:6-9}. 

The sin of Tyre is similar to that of Gaza,it has "given 

the whole people to Edom and remembered not the brotherly .cove

nant (of Hiram and Solomon,l BJ.ngs Chap.5),and for this He will 

"Mend a fire on the wall of Tyre and it shall devour the palaces 

th~re~f"~(Ohap.1:9,10). 

Because Edom pursued Israel when asking pe:rmisstQ!l: ... Ji,..U .. ~~ 
---~·--, . ._,,._,,,,,. .. ,,..,,,,""".,,_,.,,,~ .. F.>>O!"\lO"•""''~'"'"'"W.--""~"''E.";.~•" ~"'-''""''V-«-M'K' • ~ 

pass through Edomite territory (Nu.20:14-21) Teman sh&ll be burn• 
'""""""'~~·-·'"'"~"""·~"'·~~-O:::"tf)..1~1~~·-·.r...,~wr·•J:<~'lc<.;,.._.._,~~.,.~~ ; .... ~,;,'Ji\--~ ..... ~;,,;, 0 ;: "• ,,·,Y.i;o•<i...•~.fr~'>'.\"f"',..1>-~ ''"'':,.-,.··~'I .'-'l.',!J~ ·~S'<l"'fl 

ed and 1.ts palaces destroyed,(Ohap.1:11,12). Because they rip

ped up the women with child of .Gilead,that they might enla:rge 

their 'bounda:ry ( 2 Kings 15: 16) the children of .Ammon shall be 

visited severely (Chap •. 1;13•15). Moab is to be punished on the 

day of reckoning because,nhe burned the bones of the king o:f E

dom in lime n (Chap. 2: i ... 3 ~ • 

After his word. to the nations haa lJeen deli vered,he 

turns htls attention to Israel as a whole. 1
' Verily• I have taken 

more ca.re o:f you than of any other race on earth.hence I will vi""' 

sit all your sins upon you" (Chap.3:2,for translation of this 

passus see Dr. Buttenw!lraser's":Prophets of Isra,el~':pg.307 e.nd note l). 

This verse is succinctly interpreted by Dr. Buttenwd.ase:r (pg.308 

op .01 t.) and its meaning and the meaning of previous passages in, 

Chapter 2 beome unmistakably clear. " This latter verse sounds 

like a paradox when taken b;y· itself,but in ·the light of Ohaps.1:2• 

Chap.2,the Prophet's meaning is plain. Amos mea.ns to tell the rs .... 
raeli tes, they have indeed experienced. Yahweh's providence in an 

especial. degree;but in the very beginning of their history,by 
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leading them out of Egypt Yahweh-revealed Himself to them as a 

God of justice ,and since they have persis·tently scorned His laws 

o:f.' justice and trampled on humanity,He,as a God of Justice,is 

bound to visit all their sins upon them~ 

Wh.at are those sins of which they are guilty.how is it 

possible that they have erred when Yahweh has bestowed His pleasure 

·upon them as their abundant wealth and easy luxury testify! .Amos 

points out to them grap41cally their offenses against Yahweh and 

His laws. "Bece.use they have re ,jeoted the law of Yahweh and have 

not kept .His statu.tes (refers possibly to Ju .. 2:17-20; 2 Kings 
•1.:.,,,,.,..,.-,-"f-..-..<•o-•,.-.,,...,.,~"'r'"'-"'~W-.;o~,,...,;;.~"~-,,,,;.: .. •~.,..,.,,,,_,_;;..-.~,._,c,,,.,"""'"'>; ib~',,i"''""'',,;u,o,w.,.,~,,,.,.,. ... ,.'l-_.-.-."""-""""'"''~•\\:I',:•, "''":.:::.::_::::~~=: :. ~~.-:~~-:~;:,;;,_;,;;;),_ 

&.Ud·.::17.) and because they have sold the needy for a pair of shoes 
_.......--.,....,,,--~..., ...... , ..... ,,,.,.~ 

and the righteous for silver" (Chap .. 2:4-6). These sins against 
jl>-

Yahweh's ethical laws become evn more grievous in the light of 

His kindness shown to Israel in the past. In spite of' the fact 

that He ndestroyed the Amorite before themtwhose height was like 

the height o:f cedars and he was as strong as the oaks ~r and in 

spi tie of the :fact that He brought them out of Egypt and. led them 

forty yes.rs in the Wilderness~' (Cha.p 2:9,10) Israel has shown its 

ingratitude by its faithlessness and therefore with this and the 

aforementioned reasons must be punished severely,even to utter 

destruction. Without relenti11g in his prediction o:f doom, the :Pro

phet eagerly advises his paople."to seek good and not evil,that ye 

may 11 ve ;and so Yahweh the God of Hostr:1 will be with you as you 

s11.y. Hate the evil and love the good and establish Jus·tioe in the 

This is his panacea ~or their ills, this 

I, ' 

is his conception of a Yahweh who was looked upon by his own con

temporaries e,s a local and :natione,1 deity. His elevated. thought 

must have IDifluenced them in subsequent avents;it surely formulated 



and vivified the thought of J.ater generations and formed the 

foundation upon which our own God conception is based. 

Chapter 3. 

Hosea. 

In the prophet Hosea. we meet another problem. He can scaroely 

be said to be an advocate of\. Uni versa.lism,nor oan we say with 

a.ny justice that he reacts to his contemporary' s idea o:f Uni vars""' 

alism by tryi:n.g to re-establish a nationalism. To be exact,we must 

state that he found conditions such,his people so corrupt that he 

was concerned only with reaching them and not with any other race. 

The mere fact that he refrains from preaching upon this idea of a 

Universal Sovereign,by no means indici:i.tes that he did not know the 

problem.nor that he was unaffected by it;it can mean only that he 

was too concerned with the national a.ecadenoe to have interest in 

anything else. Dr. David Neumark in his chapter on the "Universa .... 

lism of the Pro1Jhets 11 (in his work Ikarim pg .6ff) hold/~ practically 

the same view. Hosea,however, does offer something of a higher 

nature which adds even to the lofty God conception of .Amos. He 

lays stress upon the relation o:f God to Israel in his wo:rd"Chesedn. 

love. By the story o:f his ov1Jn life in the opening chapters of his 

book,he l:lkens Israel to his faithless wife. God commands him to 

take baokhis adulterous wife and to cherish her and he must have 

realized in this incident that even so as God commands him to 

show loving kindness and forgiveness,so must God in Hit\ infinite 
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migh·t ,possess this power of love and forgiveness to an infinite 

degree a.nd would forgive his aa.ulterous people if they would repent 

o:f their evil ways.purj.fy their worship of all foreign influences 

and remain true. H'is attitude is entirely. etihictJ.l and. as suoh we 

may say that he believes in a God unlimited in power,although he 

does no:l1 say so in so many words. "Hear the word of Yahweh ,ye 

children of Israel, for Yahweh ha th a controversy wi iih the inhabi• 

tants of the land.,because there is.no truth,nor goodness,nor know

ledge of God in the land. There is nought but swearing and breaking 

faith and killing and stealing and. committing ad.ultery.(Hosea 4:1,2). ,, 

Israel's faithlessness is shown also in its idolatrous parctices. 

in the prevailing corruptness of the high places in which Yahweh 

was worshipped with the rites formerly used :for the old Canaanite 

J3aal. They also proved unfaithful to Him by entering into foreign 

a.llianoes. These alliances showed not only their lack of trust in 

him but a.lso necessitated the sealing of the compact by sacrifj.cial 

rites in which the deity or~: deities of the foreign state were in

volved as well as Yahweh,and thus Yahweh's honor was compromised. 

Notwithstanding this state of affairs. terrible in ·the eyes of the 

Prophet ,he d.eolares Yahweh will bring about a regeneration of His 

people anrl through the righteous remnant Israel will be saved. His 

punishment is to bring about the a.ay stated i:n Oh~1.p.2:21,22), ".And 

I will betroth thee unto me :forever, I will betroth thee unto m·e by 

the bond of righteousness and justice, by the bonds of love and fer

vent devotion and I will betroth thee unto me in faithfulness and 

thou shaly know God~ While he is hopeless about the nation he has 

absolute faith in Yahweh and His purpose,th.at though the present 
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commonwealth must perish,a new and better Israel will rise from its 

grave,a resurrected and regenerated Israel,in whom the spirit of 

the God of righteousness and love will dwell. 

Chapter 4. 

A Great Contribution to Universalism -- Isaiah. 

Before turning to the Prophet Isaiah and his great contribution 

to the idea of a Universal God,we must glance hastily at least upon 

the historic background of his time in Israel. When the kingdom 

was divid.ed,Judah remained true to the dynasty of David. Asa.great 

gran.dson of David,became vassal to the Northern kingdom.so did 

Jehosaphat who accompanied Ahab on his expeditions. The two families 

had intermarried;the daughter of Ahab,Athaliah,had married Ahazia, 

son of Jehosaphat. Asa had introduced some reforms under the in

fluence of ~he prophets which might be compared in a measure to 

those of Josiah two Cehturies later. (These reforms found in 02). 

The prophets established Yahweh worship in the Temple and thereby 

strengthened the power of the priests in Jerusalem. After' the death 

of Athaliah in 837, Joa sh oame ·to the throne and ruled to 798. In 

the last part of his reign he d.ispleased his people, who revolted 

against him,murdered him and established his son .Amaziah on the 

throne• He tr~~.~-- !~-~~!-Lll?:~.E.w,,~1:;~<,:,, ... ~:"£3,:~l;l;,.~,~~"J~j;t~~2.!,,_Pu.t in. this he 

fails and is defeated. He is succeeded by Azariah or Uzziah who 

reigned about fi.'fty years. mh's a a i d f t ~ 1 w~s per o o grea prosperity 

""' I t 



20. 

because he re-introduced the policy of Solomon and started commerce 'ft 
.. ~l"i'""""'~'~"'"''""" .... '9 , J 

on the Red Sea. He was not a war-like king and furthered economic "\ 1 

activity among his people. With prosperity the Southern kingdom 

which had before :remained. so hardy and steadff1st, becomes fu11 of 

evil e.ma. class distinctions are made. Just as in the Northern king

dom the land. passes into the hands of a few. In the last part of 

his reign Uzziah becomes a leper and his son Jotham acts as regent 

until his father's death and then he succeeds him and reigns for 
""t""""~~,.,.._...,. 

. 

a.bout fifteen years and is in turn succeeded by .Ahaz who reigns ") l J 
I I . ~ 

,.~._.o;.U'«M"- 0>_,,.__-..,,;;,.;.-1,-· ~~ ,.·,.~>.~•·' .< »"-~"'-'•"-""-~"'--'"-~-.. ,,,,)J"c ,,_,ti;..,,,,Nt.i.·•-... i<.\1>_,.tA..-,•• • .;}'1(1~;1-::dil'.t;"J<I. 

from 735-720. Re wages war with Israel and Syria and finally calls 

in foreign powers to aid him. The subsequent alliances with Egypt 

and .Assyria, calls forth Isaiah. ( He had been called to prophecy 
""' 

during the reign of Uzziah but his real activity begins during the 

reign o:f .Ab.az) .. He preaches against the foreign alliances and tells 

the people that only faith in God can save themtn Verily if ye have 

not fEd.th ,ye cannot endure i' He sees that if the nation persists in 

its faithlessness to Yahweh,iihat they must be destroyed. The long 

period of prosperity under Uzziah and. Jotham had blinded the people 

to the real condition of the nation,the prophet pulls the veil 

aside ana. shows to it,its own image without concealment or tUsguise. 

The nation had. been negligent to God in performing i·ts duties ,hence 

the peril in which they at present find themselves. 'J:lhe body-politic 

is unsouna. morally and materj.ally •it succumbs in consequence the 

more c1uickly to an attack from without,whj.ch it otherwise might 

have effectue.lly resisted .. The defense that is offered by the people 

and professional prophets, that the Temple services are matntained 

with splendor and regulari ty,anc1 that thus tall reltgious obligations 

are completely discharged,is vehemently denied by the prophet Isaiah. 



21. 

No ritual,however costly or maginificent,can supply the :place of 

sincer&ty of heart and integrity· of purpose. With aJ.1 his o ondem .... 

nation he asserts that the day of grace is not yet past and upon 

condition of the nation's amendment an offer of reconciliation is 

ma.de. He sees that this offer will be heeded only by a few and 

nothing but a severe discipline will restore the nation to its·· 

forrnwr ideal. character ,a discipline that will result in the destruo .... 

tion of evil ... doers,and the survival of a worthy remne,nt alone, Such 

is Isaiah's endeavor to awaken in his nation its slumbering spiri .... 

tuali ty. IUs aim is to produce a great social and moral reform,not 

merely of rank i:njustioe,but one which must be firmly rooted in 

the heart of the individual. With the com:plete downfall of the na

tion11 the end will not have been accomplished. The destruction is 

only a means to e.n end. Out of all this destruction,a regenerated 

remnant will remain and J'erusalem will become the city of Justice 

and Righteousness, to which all the nations of the world will come 

to reoei ve Yahweh's word of truth and Eis mors,l instruction. 

rt must be remarked. that in Isaiah we find.fully ex

pressed, both the essential elements of Amos and Hosea.his predeces

sorstnamely, the elements ex.pressed in the divine universal sover

eignty and justice taught by .Amos.and the divine love for Israel 

and Yahweh's claim on R1.s peole 's alJ.ckgHi.nce, taught by Hosea. 

Yahweh's relation of love for Israel is shown by the 

symbol of fatherhood found in Isaiah 1:2-4."Hear,O heavens. and 

give ear,O.earth,for Yahweh hath spoken,I have nourished and 

brought u.p children and. they have rebelled against me'J Very 

strikingly does Isaiah set forth the grea.t and impressive truth 

of Ya.hweh's un.iversal sovereignty.He takes the same viewpoint as 
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Amos that the foreign nations come within his survey.In his oracles 

against the na:tions ,notably tA.ssyria and Egiypt ,he maintains that 

those come under the power of Yahweh,just as much as the Palestin

ian peoples. In his consecration vision (Chap 6:3) he hears the 

Cherubim calling to one another,"Holy,Holy,Holy is the Lord of 

hosts, the whole earth is full of His gloryl.' .Not only does His glory 

fill the. whole earth, bu·t also everything ·therein falls under the 

dominion of His will, the nations must answer His beck and call. The 

nations of' the world are the instruments of His irresistable and 

righteous will. Assyria is the nbeen and Egypt the trfly" for which 

Yahweh hisses (Isai.'7:18). Assyria is the "hired razorn (7:19) 

or the "rod of His wrath" for the chastisement of Israel(l0:5).The 

tool fails to recognize itself as the simple instrumeny and is 

to be punished ( 10:5-19). This is brought out clearly in Dr. 

Buttenwieser's interpretation of the passage.(The Prophets of Israel 

pg.285). "Isaiah reviews in it the mighty conquests of Tiglath

l?'ileser and. his successors in exactly the same light as he must 

have looked upon Assyria's imperialism and brutal despotism from 

the very first. He declares that Assyria is not bent upon de ... 

stroying Israel because it feels itself the rod of God's anger, 

destined for that purpose,but because it is filled with wanton 

desire for conquest and unlimited power. It is ready to trample 

nations under foot, to wipe them out by· transplanting the people 

from their native soil as one would rob a bird's nest,and it gloats, 

n By the strength of my hand I have done this,and by my 

wisdom for I am prudent~~. ]1or this wicked. prestunption, 

Isaiah asserts God is to mete out punishment to Assyrial.' Thus 

does the world's divine sovereign vindicate His might and His de

mand fo:r rtghteous conduct on the part of all nations. 
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As the snow melts before the sun,so begins to disappear 

the old limitations of Israel's popular religion. Therefore,while 

every other religion which was purely national was extinguished in 

the nation's downfall,the religion of Israel survived even amid 

exile and dispersion. This would have been impossible without an 

Amos and an Isaiah to piok out and hold before the gaze of the 

people those loftier spiritual a.nd ethical elements which they 

found in the true essence of Yahwism and which they elevated to 

their due place of prominence. National sacra and the ceremonial 

requirements were made to assume a secondary role or were even 

ignored.Although I do not believe that they meant the absolute 

suppression of all sacrificial observance. ThEd.r objection was ra- : 

ther to the fact that ·the existing form of observance had separat

ed i tEle lf :from ethical piety. It cannot be der.dea.,however • that 

the focal point of Israel's religion was shifted from ceremonial 

observance and local sacra to righteous conduct. Heligion and right

eousness became insepara·bly one •. The."cor.neri.ios.tone of religion now 

was based no longer upon the narrow and restricted base of nation

ality but on the broad and un~Jhakable founds.tion of a universal 

di vine sovereign over all me,nkind,t-1nc1 of righteousness as,.the es .... 

sential element in the character of Yahweh and in His claims on 

man. Thi El idea is clearly sta·bed in his declare,tion in Chapter 

..8~:17tn And I will make Justice the line and righteousness the 

:plummet;and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies and the 

waters shall overflow the hidJ.ng place." True religion can 

exist without ht:Lving a partioula.r nation ~.;i.s its r:mbjeot as soon 

as the ideal of a spirj. tual community has been realized .But until 

·this was brought about,Isaiah was right in insisting upon the 
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continua.nee of that nation within which Yahweh had made Himself 

known to His spiritual prophets,fo:r. ·the sake of the Glory of 

Yahweh and the preservation of the remnant. 

As a matter of convenience and for possible reference,I 

append a few passages from Isa:lah which bring out his lll.dea of 

universalism in his preachings and which I did not 1;ouch upon in 

my brief summa:ry in the precee ding !)ages. In Chapter 11: 9b we find 

his hope expressed that, "the earth shall be fi.111 o:f the knowledge 

of Yahweh,as the waters cover the sean. (Idea found in Deutero-Isai. 

45:6.52:10; Isai.66:18-23;Ps.98:2,3; Hab.2:14). Similarly,"And in 

that day shall ye say,give thanks unto Yahweh,oall upon His name, 

declare His doings among ·the peoples .make mention that His name 

is exal·ted. Sing unto Yahweh for He hath done wondrous things, let 

this be'known in all the earth~ (Isai.12:4.5) .. Speaking of the 

Yorn Yahweh,when all the nations shall be weighed in the balance,he 

asserts, n.An.d I will punish the world for their evil and the wickad 

for their in.iqulty"(Isai.13:11 e,lso 26:21}. When thj.s day of Judg

ment shall come He willnmake the heavens tremble and the earth shall 

be shaken out. of· 1 ts place, in the wrath o:f Yahweh Zevaos and in 

the day of His fierce angerl (13:13 also 34:4;51:6). Again referring 

to Assyria for its cruelty and immorality in warfare he exclaims 11 

n I will brei:1k the Assyrian in my land,and upon my mountains tread 

him underf'oot.This is the purpose that is purposed upor1 ·the whole 

earth ;and this is the hand th[:i..t is stretched out upon all the na

tions .]'or Yahweh Zevaos hath purposed i·t and who shall annul i t?n 

(14:25,26 also 23:9). In pronouncing judgment upon Damascus he uses 

the expression"their Mhker",placing Yahweh's claims to all peoples 

as their Creator. nrn that <lay shall men look unto their Mt.:iker and 
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their eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel" (17:7, • 

" All ye inhabitar1ts o:r. the world,and ye dwellers on the earth,when 

an ensign iB. ?i:fted up on the mountains,see ye;and when the trumpet 

is 1)lown,hear ye 11 (18:3). Assyria i(-3 not to be alone in its 

punishment of the "day of Yahweh ~Egypt is to suffer ju~;t as heavi

ly• Isaiah's tirade against ]Jgypt is :found in Chapter 19 ,and in 
~~~"W'lo'\;w;r'~~}.(~~(~""l.l'l 

this same chapter he brings out the belief of a spreading knowledge 

of Yahwen..nrn that day shall there be an altar to Yahweh in the 

midst of the land of Egypt and a pillar at the border thereof to 

Yahwehn (19:19) ---- "for they shall cry unto Yahweh because of 

oppressionn(l9:20b). 0 And Yahweh shall be known to Egypt and the 

Egptians shall know Yahweh in that day;yea,they shall worship with 

sacrif:tce and oblation and they shall vow a vow unto Yahweh and 

perform itn (19:21). 11 And Yahweh will smite Egypt,smiting and 

healing ,and they shall returm unto Yahweh and He will 'be entreated 

of them and will heal themn (19:22). The prophet goes further,he 

states that just as Yahweh is not their exclusive Deity,whom no 

other people can worship, just so they are not the only people 

under Yahweh's care and concern. He ranks them with the Assyrian 

and J~gyptian~ "In that day shall Isr~iel be the third with Jngypt 

and with Assyria ,a blessing in the midst of the ear·th; because Yahweh 

Zevaos hath blessed them sfying,'blessed be Egypt my people,and 

Assyria the work of my hands and Israel mine inheritance~ (19:24,25). 

Iiooking forward to a time when more eimiable condi t:tons will prevail 

among the nations and when they will be united in a common bond of 

one religion he exclaims optomistically,nrn that day shall there be 

a. highway out of Egypt to AssjtrHi and the Assyrian shall come unto 

Egypt and the ggyptian into Assy:r.Hqand. the EgyptHms shall worship 



26. 

with the Assyrians~ (19:23 ; similarly 27:13). 

Chapter 6. 

Micah and Jeremiah. 

It suffices to sketch briefly the work of Micah. Though "llf.~,,Ljf,Ll(';:;o;".nl"-mJ~:~d&o;;;;;r.;;i):\\ 

ind..eed worthy of consideration in relation to the subject matter 

at hand .• He prophecied !.,~the time of Isaiah. The title e.§!. of 

the book claims that Micah prophec
1

ied in the days of Jotham ( 739-

734} ,Ahaz ( 733 - 721) and Hezekiah (720-693). He represents Yahweh 

Himself as coming :forth in a thunderstorm (as in Amos 1:2) from His 

heavenly palace and. descending on the mountains of Palestine,at 

once as witness against His people and the executer of judgment 

on their sins. Ee do es not believe the nation will be utterly de

st~yed ;God will weed out the evil doers t:md the righteous will 

continue to serve Him. They,however will have to change their method 

of approaching Him for their present way is not only undesired but 

positively diBtaste:ful to Yahweh. He takes no pleasure in their 

sacrifice of rams nor delight in their thousands of rivers of oil; 

but Yahweh does desire and command righteous condu.ct. He epitomizes 

all religion when he exclaims.n It hath been told thee,o,man,what 

Yahweh req_uires of thee, 1mt to do just_?:~, to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with thy Goa.1.1 Through his ethical conception of God 

he recognizes no limitations to His might nor does he associate 
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His worship with a particular land or people. J.o ... the contrary,he 

ins:f.sts that Yahweh's power is worlcl-wide and a.11 peoples will come 

to Him and profess Him as their Lord and Master. 11 And many nations 

shall go and say,come ye and let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh 

---- and I~e will te·ach us His ways and we will walk in Hid paths, 

f'or out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of Yahweh from 

Jerusalem n (Micah 4: 2, sim:llarly, Isai .. 42; 1-4; .Zech .14: 8, 9) • 'rhe pur

ified. nation will be so deeply founded in Yahweh's righteousness 

and just ways that the nations will be impressed with the superi

ority of Yahweh worship to tha.t of any other people or god. Since 

Yahweh controls the nations of other lands they must come to Him. 

They will be judged( by Him,n And He will judge among many peoples 

and will decide concerning strong nations afar off 11 (4:3). That 

era shall be brought about when the lion and the lamb shall lie 

down together and nations shall beat their swords in~o pluughshares 

and their spears into pruning hooks. "The nations shall see and 

be ashamed of all their might --- they shall lick the dust like 

a serpent -- they shall come with :fear unto Yahweh our Godll (7:16,17) 

This univers'l God will bring about a universal friendliness among 

the nations and different peoples and a feeling of brotherhood 

shall exist. The bold departure of Amos in denouncing the popular 

belief is having its effect and as it is expounded by Micah,the 

road is prepared for the entrance of that noble figure J'eremiah. 

Jeremiah. 

With the coming of Jeremiah,a new element is brought forth 

and a new conception of religion is brought to the forefront. The 

re-action into idolatry and Babylonian star worship in the long 
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reign of Manasseh was connected with the vassalage to Assyria. The 

fifty-five years of Mansseh 1 s reign weee marked by a turning away 

from the reforming policy of his father and. his persistent idolatry 

and blod.d-shed were later regarded as the cause of the destruction 

of J'erusalem. and of the dispersion of the people. ( 2Kj.ngs 23: 26; Jer. 

15: 4). The hurt of Yahweh's people had but :partially healed ( Jer. 

6:14,15). No possibility of recovery now remained to the disease

filled Israelitish state. The outlook as far as he was concerned 

in view o:f the condition of his people,seemed to Jeremiah even 

darker ths,n it seemed to IsEdah about a century before in ·bhe 

dark and evil days of Jotham and Ahaz. To Jeremiah it e:t once be

came evident that not only was there no possibility of recovery· but 

also indeed the state was doomed and even its ~rem)?le was to be 

destroyed. This view necessitated a reconstruction of religious 

thought which even surpassed the progress made by his i1redecessor!i, 

Arnos ,Ho1:1ea and Ist:dah. This involved the breaking down of' the old 

ideas to a great extent. It may be remembered that in the old re

ligion, the race or the clan was the only unit of religion. :Properly 

speaking ·the inclividual was related to God only through the ex

ternalities of the clan or tribal life,its temple and its sacra. 

But now, bey·ond a d.oubt, these external bases, were to be swept awa.y 

very soon and if the rel1gion is to continue, Yahweh must be ap

proached from an altogether different viewpoint and religion itself 

mu.st be considered in a fs.r different light. Jeremiah with his 

deep thought and. his wonderful spiritual insight, supplies this need. 

The essence of :relj.gj.on for him becomes not a me.tter of external 

form nor a i;hing that df-)pend.s upon an ethnj.c unit. :&1or him the 

true basis of relj.gion is internal.is persont1.l and spirj.tue.1. This 

means naturally that true religion is ethical and as such Yahweh is 
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·or should be intimately associated wi.th all mankind. Yr..thweh reveals 

Himself. not only to the prophet but to every indid.ual .. A new cov-

enant is to be made ~,~:e;,,J!l!it!!tJ.,EJl which shall not express itself 

in external form but in righteous conduct as the result of the 

law which Yahweh shall place in the heart." But this is the cove..,. 

nant that I will make with the house of Israel after ·those days, 

saith Yahweh,I will put my law in their inward parts and in their 

heart will I write it and I will be their Goel. and they shall be my 

people" ( Jer .31: 33) It is noted here that the prophet considers 

no one as the people of Yahweh unless ·they obey His law ;He as 1 t 

weretrededicates them to Himself. "And they shall teach no more 

every man his neighbor and every man his brother,sayingt 'know Yahweh', 

for they shs,11 all know me ,from the least of them even unto the 

greatest of them,saith Yahweh.:f.or I will forgive their iniquity 

and their sins will I remember no morti" (31:34). Everyone shs.11 

be righteous ana. shall need no instruction in the spiri tua.l ways 

of Yahweh and which Re requires of every man,for it will be in

delibly written upon their hearts. (&4:5ff.). 

Proceeding from this broad ethical ana. personal id.ea 

of Yahweh it is an easy matter for Jeremiah to arrive at his oon

ceI)tion of a God not only the uni versa.! sovereign but as judge of 

all mankind. and as a righteous being who fillB every heart .. For 

him he is not appointed on.ly as a prophet to expound the word of 

Yahweh to his own people,but he ,is just as truly a divine messenger 

to the whole worldtsteeped in sin and devestated by corruption. 

"----- I have appointed thee a Prophet unto the nations"( l:4b,10). 

" Take this cup o:f:' the wine of wrath at my hand,a.nd ca.use all the 

nat1.ons to whom I send theetto drink it 11 (25:15,17). Jeremiah ·:fur-
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ther brings out this idea of Yahweh's control over ·the nations 

by representing them as tools with which Yahweh shall bring about 

His punishment of Israel. In this he follows the idea set forth by 

Isaiah. " For lo,I will call all the families of the kingdoms of 

the North,saith Yahweh,and they shall come and they shall set 

every one his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem 

and against ~J.11 the walls thereof rou.nd about and against a11::.the 

cities of Judah 11 (1:15;25:9;6:22.23;5:15;10:22;Isai.5:26;Deu.28:48,52) 

He reiterates his belief, nr,o,I will bring a ne,tion upon you. from 

afar, O ,house of Israel, saith Yahweh, i·t is a mighty n~ttion whose 

ls,nguage thou knowest not,neither understand.est what they sayn.(5:15f:f 

50:41,43;34:21,22; Baruch 4:15). In chapter 25 he astonishes his 

hearers by asserting that Yahweh has chosen an individual not of 
"i'M•f''.fi>\'"'o':'~;':>'..;..n<;<;;·"'/~><.•[;.-'t-:~..-:-..;;1,_,-,:£•'t••c<l"·'""''·'-0;· ··: •-. 1:; , ., ,;i.~-.<. ,.,, .,, .. ,--r;t;·,_c.r,"'.-7;··'·' y.,,:'it--~~1<:''-'<j<;c-,t~~- ,:,.:--$~•··~'1 

the people o:f Israel 9 as ;"His serw.mt,who will aid Him in carrying 
i-~., ,.- •t'-"~c,;. -:--··r~-;,-~--~,y-,,,_ ~ .. ., . .,. • :• _;,-';~\l,!l;~'.5<~:-~:f:,·;i,-};-:. ,~,,,;;:,. ·;~,.:..-..-·-<'·r-'f:/i':.\-~·/.':iif. 

out His designs upon Israel. " Behold,I will send --- unto Nebucha

drezzar •the king of Babylon.my servant, and will bring them age.inst 

thts land ( v.9). He again refers to "my servant" in Chapter 27:6 

and 4~3: 10., This same thought is treated. even more fu.lJ.y and forcably 

in Deutero-IsaHth,44:28;45:1 and is also mentioned in Isaiah 3:3 ':J/ 
'f I I 

"""°"-·""''--"--""-''·"'"· ,.._ .. ~-«•·•.U'-<• -:0,•., ~ • e ,, •• : • -,_ ' •-•"~).\;~ 

::ind Joel 3:11., We shall treat this 
~f--*;;<<-C.:.',r •• .t.\t.~;t,,t-.-=·"'"'_,;,1.,,,c,;,);,'l•~"""r·1A'!L>r.J.;1'!>l\P~ ·O.·)';'~. 

element more fully uno.er a later 

heaa.ing.. The land. belongs to Yahweh and He has s right to take 

it away from Israel and give it to his servant, ".Anc1 now have I gi v·en 

all these lands into the hand of Nebu.chadrezzar,the king of Baby

lon,my servant" (27:6 21:7;22:25;32:28ff,38:2,22;37:B~lO and Ez. 
- '·' ····~·-;, •'' ,.,,, __ •, .;, .,,,l.•·' .,, '• c<- - r.<:'•-~._,.,_.,,,.,,, .. ,.- '"''•-H .,.,.,.. ' ;,"-,~-,~~•'-" l~ ,;- o·i-,'"'""-'~"''"'"'-,.;,.;.~ ... '•"i>il~"P'l<'ii:.>"111\1 

29:18-21) .. Not only does Yahweh give the land to this Babylonian 

king, but it is also the di Vine mandate that all nEi.tions obey him 

~,,~,,,.,,t}l~ ser"."~~'~"""'~"!'"'!,;:e;:'.~,,,~ or take the conseq_uences. 11 Alld it shall 

come to pass that the nation and the kingdom which shall not serve 
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the same Nebudhadrezzar,king !bf :Babylon, -- that nation will I 

punish,saith Yahweh,with the sword. -- until I have consumed them 

by his hnnd" (27:8). 

In revealing Yahweh's demands of ethical nature,he calls 

the nations of the earth to witness why He is calling this people 

Israel to destruction. Not because of their failure to keep up 

their cults nor their accompanying ceremonials, but because they 

have not obeyed His Hiws of Justice and morality, do they merit 

Yahweh's wrath.n ~rheref'ore hear ye nations,and know o,congregation, 

what is among t;hem,hear 0,earth,behold. I will bring evil upon 

them --- because· they ha.ve not hearkened unto my voice; and as for 

my law they have rejected it"{6:18,19). Referring to those days 

when the punishmen·t mnflicted by the righteous Yahweh shall have 

produced its effect and they shall walk no more after the stubbur

ness of their hearts ,he says, nAt that time they shall oall Jeru

salem the i;hrone of Yahweh.and all the nations shall be gEithered 

unto it,to the name of Yahweh,to Jerusalem---" (3:17;4:2;16:19). 

When that ·time comes their relations will be conducted in rrtru.th, "l 
~.;; . .,.,,..~'~···~··-,,,-....,,.._,.,.,.,.,,,,\,,.~,,,. ',.,·,-;, -~ ,~-.. · --~ . 

i~ justice and righteousness and the nations will bless themselves 

in him and in him shall they glory" (4:2) When he speaks to the for

eign nations he shall tell them that .1Gheir gods are naught, they 

can in no way be compared to Yahweh who has stretched ou·t the 

heavens and created the earth. He uses ·this cosmological proof 

for greatness of Yahweh quite often and thou.gh verse 11 may be a 
'· .. 

gloss,verse 12 contains the same idea. This element as a.proof. 

of Yahweh's universal sovereignty will be trea.ted. fully under the 

heading, nGod as Crea.tor~ It will suffmce. here to q.uote the passage. 
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"Thu.:::: shall ye ss,y unto them, the gods that have not l~a.de the heav ... 

ens and the earth,these shall perish from earth and from under the 

heavens 11 (lO:ll). He further shows the inferiority of the nations' 

"vanities 11 by sta.ting that God controls the phenomena of Nature 

while these idols do not, n Are there any among the vs.ni ties of the 

nations that can cause rain? 1.trt thou not He ,o Yahweh, our God.? the·re

fore we will wait for Thee for ~T:hou hast; mad.e ELll these thingsn (14: 

220 After Yahweh has m.1ea. Babylon as His tool, it is to be puniBhed 

just as Assyria in Isaiah."--- that I will purdsh ·bhe King of Bab¥

lon and that nation,std.th Yahweh,for their iniquityn (25:12). Even 

more strikingly does he bring thi~3 out t" For lo, I begin to work 

evil at the city which is mine and should ye be utterly unpunished; 

for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, 

saith Yahweh Zevaos,--·- for Yahweh hath a controversy with the 

nations,He will enter into judgment with all fleshn (25:29,31) .To 

give Yahweh proper authority for ·speaking to the other nations he 

refers again to His power over the celestial boclies, 11 Thus saii;h 

Yahweh,who giveth the sun for a light by day and the moon and the 

stars for a light by nightn (31;35). 

He,like Isaiah,pronounces specific punishments upon other 

nations Hlthough some of these may be glosses put in later by some 

reclactor. These tirad.es against the nations are found in 1:10;25:15-
~-.. ~..,.M"""'"'··""_,, 

~;Chaps .417-50 .. Notilri thstanding the fact that ·these above passages 

may be interpolstions,we can sHy without hes:tiancy that Jeremiak 

himself ,believed himself called to preach to them as well as to 

Israel for we find such passages as. "Behold, I am Yahweh,God of all 

fleshn (32:2'7 also in Nu.16:22,27:16). And,n --- Behold 9 I will 

bring evil u.pon aJ.1 flesh,saith Yahweh 11 (45:5). Be,bylon is represent-
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ed as "the goldem cup in Yahweh's hand,that made all the earth 

drunken;·the nations have drunk of her wine~1:7;25:15). And. 
~~~~~r.s..;;-~ 

finally Yahweh can go beyond controlling nations wi·th Israel as 

the objeot. He can control nations in their rel•tions to other 

nations. Because of Babylon •s sins He has s·tirred up the Me des against 

her." Make sha:rp the arrows ,hold firm the spears, Yahweh hath stirred 

up the spirit of the kings of the Medes;because !Us purpose is 

against Babylon, to destroy it,for it is the vengeance of YahwehU 

(51:11). 

Chapter 6. 

~euteronomic Reaction. 

It is necessary here for the sake o:f a chronologioal exact ... 

ness to touch lightly upon the Deu.teronomic reformation and laws 

which to an extent form a distinct reaction against the prophetic 

teachings of Universalism,before proceeding with a discussion of 

that highest conception of Universalism found in Deutero-Isaiah. 

The book of Deuteronomy came into existence either in the last part 

o:E' the reign of Manasseh or first p~1rt of Josiah not later than 

621 J3 .. C .g. ( Driver, Inter .Cri .Com. to Deu. Intro .pg. xlii-xl v) •It 

is on the surface a pro·test against the idolatrous practices in

stituted by the vasciluting king Manasseh. 11 The truths upon which 

he loves to dwell are the sole God-head of Yt.ihweh,Ris spirituality 

( chap4) • ,His choice of Israel .and. the love and faithfulness which 
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He has shown towardw it.by redeeming it from its servitude in E ... 

gypt,by leading it safely through the desert and by planting it 

in a land a'bundantly blessed by natures bountyn(pg.xix op.cit.). 

Yahweh alone is God)there is none besides Him (Deu.4:35,39). He 

is the Almighty ruler of heaven and earth,the God of ~ods and the 

Lord of lords (Deu.l0:14,17)who rewards both the righteous and 

the evil-doer as he deser·ves and who governs all men with ab

solute impartiality and justice (Deu.7:10;10:17ff).(pg.x:x:.op.cit). 

Through the book there is a double strain of thought;a strict nat..,. 

ionalism and at the same time a universalistic strata. In re

marking upon this,Driver says,(Inter.Crit.Oom.to Deu.pg xxxi) "In 

its atM.tude towards other nations.Dt.sgows considerable ex-

olusi veness and 11particularism 11
• Yahweh owns indeed the entire 

world but His favorable regard is limited to the people of' Ris 

choice. The prophetic truth that Yahweh has also a care for other 

'nations and will one day receive them into His :fold,does not find 

expres~~ion in Dt. (once perhHps indirectly in the song 32:43). The 

reasan is not far to seak;Dt.is a law book,designed to provide 

Isrs.el with instruction in the duties of .life; and the circum

stamces of the age naturally J.ed the author to discourage rather 

thmi to promote a friendly attitude towards the heathen.n The 

book of Deuteronomy,however, cannot be Baid to be simply a legal 

texy book,it is just as truly a book of ethics.and as such,since 

it regards Yahweh as a righteous God who demands righteousness 

on the part of man,we can say that Deuteronomy,either unconscious

ly o:b against its will,does proclaim a universalism. To quote a.gain 

from the scholarly work of Driver,n The religious value of Deutero

nomy is very great, true it is a book of national religion,with 
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the limitations incident to the age and place stam:ped u.pon it; bu·t 

it is withal a book of personal relig:l.011,and so of Universal 

religion~( Inter.Cri .. Com.to Deu.pg.x:xxii1.). Empasis is laid upon 

Yahweh .2ll God., undoubtedly due to the vs.st idolatry existing in 

·the t:Lmes. It is but natural that the Deuteronomic authors should 

have neglec·ted or discouraged the idea of other peoples having a 

shmre in Yahweh. 1J;he. expression 11 Adonoy Elohenu" (Yahweh our 

God) occurs upward to two hundred ·times in Deuteronomy and 

11 Adonoy Elohechem 11 (Yahweh your God). nearly fifty times in the same 

book. They impress upon the people ·the idea. o:I: their having been 

chosen by Yahweh as His own. Moreover ,He has not only,. chosen 

Israel but He has given. to other nations ·the sun,moon and stars to 

adore~ n An<l lest thou lift u:p thine eyes unto heaven,and when 

thou seest the sun,moon and f:.'rtars,even e.tl the hosts of heaven.thou 

be drtiwn awr;J,y and worship them and serve them which Yahweh :bhy 

God hath allotted unto all the peoples under the whole heavens~ 

(4:19;cf 29:25). He has re.served Israel for Himsel:f;He has chosen 

it out of all peOiiles on earth to be HiB own :peculiar possefrnion, 

(4:V7;'7:6;10:15;14:2;26:18) the unique recipient o:f His s~1lf

revealing grace • .And. he hi:1s done this not on account of Israel's 

merits,for n~ither its numbers nor its righteousness would consti~ 

tute Hny clalm upon Him for His regard (?:7,9:4-6);'but from His 

love for Israel (r/:8;23:6) and from the :faithfulness with which 

in spite of all its baokslidings,He would nevertheless be true 

to the promise sworn to i·ts forefathers (7:8;cf.J.:8;4:31,37;?:12; 

8: 18). andt: forbear from destroying !ht. In fulfillment of that 

1n·omise, Yahweh has wona.erfully delivered Israel from its 

bondage in Egypt (4:32-38;6:21-23,?:18ff;8:2ff;11:26 and frequently). 



He has led it s~ifely through the great and terrible wildernews, 

·(1:19;2:7;8:15). He has assigned it a home in a bounteous and 

fertile land.which it now on the point of crossing the J'ordan 

to take possession of (6:10f;8:7-10,12f). Yahweh has in fact, 

dealt with IBrael after the manner of a loving father (8:2,16, 

35,see 'Driver's Intro.to Deu.Inter.Cri.Oom.pg.xxj.). The mere fact 

of choice ,however, on the part of Yahweh ,presupposei3 His ownership 

ofa.11 peoples, but it is His will to show His love for Israel more 

than for any other people. The God. of Isrs,el is supreme ,He s.i:rnigns 

to every other nation its objects of worship and the veneration of 

the heavenly bodies by the nations(other than Israel) forms part 

of His providential order of the world. In the song of lvloses, Yahweh 

owns all peoples and assigns to them their terri tori.es and boun

daries." When the Most High gave the nations thefr inheritance,when 

He separated the children of men,Re set the bounds of the people 

accora.ing to their numbers etc 11
• The meaning iH obvious that when 

Yahweh allowed the various nations of the earth grad.ually to 

settle themselves in separate looali ties .He so determi.ned their 

bounde.rtes as to re~1erve among them a home for Isre.el adequate to 

its numbers. This thought could not have been called forth unless 

there had been a well recognized conception of Yahweh's suprem-

acy- over the na·tions of the world. It must be said,however, when 

all is said and done,in justice to the book,that though it in a 

sense interrupts the works of the 11rophets, who beginning with Amos 

sought to reveal God to all peoples, that it strongly shows the 

deep impress of prophecy itself. We fi.:nd this true espeeially in 

the deeply marked ethical spirit of its legislation. Love to God 

and love to man is stamped on a large number of its provisions. 



Love to God. is emphasized e::.lpecially in Che,pter 6: 5 ;while love 

to man meets us in the constant reference to the fatherless and. wi

dow (cf.especially Ohap.16). It mu~it be noted,however,that the 

spirit of brotherly love was confined within ne.t:Lone.l barriers. 

To sum up briefly, we must cite Deu·teronomy as- being both 

nationalistic and in a sense universalistic • .Nationalistic,be

cause it seeks to purify Yahweh worship and in self-defence it is 

forced to represent Him as being solely the God of Israel;and 

u.niversalistic,beca.use,inadvertantly if you will,there is an 

unmistakable note of Yahweh's universal sovereignty over other 

nations,brought out in the very thing they desired to establish, 

a national Yahweh,with a najional and purified cultus. 

Chapter 7. 

Ezekiel -- Legalism. 

With the e:xile we :f.'ind. the highest oonoe:ption of Uni ver ... 

salism and indeed of prophetic teachings in general, but before 

reaching ·that stage to which the idea of God ascended, it may be 

well to treat ·the opposite trend of thought expressed by Eze:tiel 

and which in a measure,naturally follows a discussion o:f Deutero-

nomic lega1.ism a.nd reaction. 

Ezekiel with all his reaction,was a successor of Jeremiah 

and. inheri tad some of his conceptions. In s:pi te of his system 

which was meant to restore the na,tional polity in all its 

narrowness, their is a well defined train of univerBalism shown 
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in some expressions found in his book, which I shall q,uote present .... 

ly. Furthermore* the ethiNi,J. idet;} lbf a personal relation to Yahweh, 

which is primarily ~i sine qua non basis of universalism, is distinct

ly found. He however,was not concerned so much with Yahweh's re

lation to other peoples as he was interested in the method by 

which his own exiled people might be brought into permanent and 

purified relations with Yahweh. The elements in his preachings 

would have permitted him to branch ottt definitely and. lay em-

phasis upon either a universalism or a ns.t1ona,lisril. He chose the 

latter because the condition of hti.s people at the time d.emanded 

it. He lays stress upon a personal religion and therefore ite 

complernent,a personal responsibility. Up to this time the sol

idarity of race or family was expressed in the old tradition re

flected in Deuteronomy that Yahweh would visit the sins of the 

fathers upon the children, The hopes of individual J'ews was based 

011 the piety of holy ancestors. But Ezekiel attacked this :pre

vailing idea forcea.bly. He denies that the inditvi<'lual ever dies 

for the sins of the father. 11 Behold all spuls a.re mine .as the 

soul of the father,so also the soul of the son is mine,the soul 
' that sinneth ,il shall die i1 It must be noted here that he uses the 

expression "all souls are mine~' not Jewish souls,but"all 11 souls. 

The statement implies Yahweh to be the possessor of all mankind 

and. that he demt~mds of all,righteous co.nduct .. that, nthat soul may 

live~ Thie same idea is found. in Numbers 16:22,n O,God,the God 

of the sptrits of all flesh~' also Numbers 27:16, 1tLet Yahweh,the 

God of the spirlts of all flesh,appoint a man over the congregationtl 

(cf.Isai.42:5;57:16). As a direct consequence of this teaching 

indiliidual freedom is strongly asserted. It is possible for every 
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sinner to turn to God and escape pun.ishment ,and visa versa, for 

a righteous man to backslid.e and fall. In the face of these ter

rible truths which Ezekie 1 prea.ched of ind.i Vi dual freedom and. of 

impending judgment,the prophet is weighted with a heavy responsi

bility. It is his bounden duty to walm every individual,for no 

sinner is to be punished. without warning. "Son of man,I have 

made thee a ws.tchman unto the house of Israel, therefore hear the 

word at my mouth ,and. give them warning for me. When I say· unto 

the wicked, thou shalt surely die and thou givest him not warning 

nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way,to save his life 

the same wicked m~m shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will 

I require at thy hand~ (3:16,also Ohap.33}. 

There is much in the book of Ezekiel that does not deal 

purely with the rltual and ceremonial piety. However,it must be said 

that while he aocepted and taught the ideas respecting personal re

ligion ana. individual re sponsi bili ty· from his great pre de ccessor • 

their methods differed widely. It me,y be remembered that when 

Jeremiah preclicted. the complete destruction of the physical state 

and the temple ritual,he found no remedy save in a reconstruction 

and regeneration that was :l.nternal a:na. spiritual. In this Jeremiah 

was true to his prophetic impulse and genius. But on the other 

hrmc1 E1zekie 1 was as Welhausen so well describes him, "a priest in 

prophet's mantle~ They differed in their message because their 

ends were dlfferent. Jeremiah's aim was purely spiritual and 

ideal in the extreme ; Ezekiel's tendency was constructive and 

practical to the other extreme .. We must bear in mind that Ezekiel 

was the first to predict,with any clearness, the return ~f his 

S people from cliptivity,foresbs.dowed by Jeremiah,and he set himBelf 
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iod of ex:1.le. The external bHsis for Isra.e l ls religion tJ,ad long 

since been swept away. He saw that he could not hold his people 

by abstract conceptions,however spiritual. The people were not 

ready for it,they could not grasp it. Prophetic teachings had not 

become an integral part of their lives. For them a religion could 

not exist permanently without some concre·te embod,iment. This task 

fell upon the should.t:,rs of Ezekiel. He saw the dangers besetting 

his people, the poBsi bil:i.iiy of their bei:bg assimilated unless some 

system were presented. which would lie in the realm of their per

ception. He took up the broken threads of Israe 1' s trad:t tions and 

wove them into a new and stat lier form of ritual and rrn:tional 

polity .. Ezekiel's system formed f:i.n,, Ecclesiastical rather then a 

11 olit:Lcql organization,a church-state tn place of a nation. 

In his "]1oundations of Israel's Historyn ,Dr .. Julian Mor-

genstern,treats this question of reaction against uJ1iversalism, 

in a most com11rehensive manner. He says in part, 11 But while the 

spirit of universalism was thus developing,and continued. to 

develope in l}alest1.ne in small antl select circles even after the 

captivity,as the books of Huth and Jonah :prove,none the less, the 

reaction against the captivity and against the spirit of universal

ism had begun in Babylon long before the advent of Deutero-Isaiah• 

had begun in fact almost with the very commencement of the oap

ttvi ty .. Ezekiel was the father of ·this reaction. It based itself 

upon the confident hope,already voiced by Jeremiah,(25:11ff),at 

least according ,to popular interpretation,that the captivity 

would not mark the end;that the nation would. once more be re-

stored, the Temple rebuilt and the national life and national wor

ship revived. Once more,though in a Btricter and more literal 
• 
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though at the so.me time al}-JO more spiri tu.al, sense, Israel would 

be God's peculiar people and He their peculiar God,Israel 1~oly" 

unto Him ancl He 11holyn unto them. And this unique and intimate 

relationship of"Holi.ness 11 must be safeguarda.d by every means pos-

sible ,not only ·by ethical living ,as enjoi.net1. by the earlier :pro

phets, but also by more consta.nt and intense and punctilious wor

ship and ritualism,and if necessary ,even by such extreme measures 

as the compulsory divorce of non~Jewish wives.(cf.Ezra 9-10)~ 

(Foundations of: Israel's History pg .14 Pamphlet). He further asserts, 

"The priest now completely took his place (refers to prophet) as 

the religious leader and expounder of the divine nature and the 

divine will. And Israel itself turned from the role of a prophet

people with a d.ivi.ne world message ,such as Deutero-Isa.H1h had con• 

ceivea. for it, to that of a priest-people,chargea. with the duty 

of punctilliously worshipping its God and jealosuly a.nd scrupulous

ly living the life He had ordained. for it alone~ {op.cit.pg.15;cf 

his scholarly and l~cid note 3,pg; 15ff.) • 

.Among hifJ ritua.J.istic utterances and scheme for a nation-

alistic revival of Yahwism,it may be said that there is a distinct 

recognition on the part of the priest-prophet,that Yahweh whi.le 

exclusively 11holy" to Israel at the same time exerts in a measure 
.........,..__...._....,,.....d\\'4"{""'"-""'n•&-l"'"-"'',.-.1"f.>.<io.;>/J\1J\o'"'~'Oi.~""'·'11'.,.;ll-, 

a universal sovereignty over all nations as manifest in His power 

over them. To punish Is:rr1el,He uses a.s His divine right,other peoples 

as His tools, 11 Wherefore I will bring the worst of the nations and 

·thay shall J?Ossess their housen (?:24;21:31;28:7,30:11;31:12;32:12). 

He can use other nations not only to inflict puni.shment upon Israel. 

He ean also use them as instruments to punish other nations,for 

example,Egypt. 11 I will spread out my ney upon thee with a company 



42. 

of many peoples and they shall bring thee up in my net.(versus 

Egypt, ~32: 25) • He takes the part against I~gypt so le ly on the grounds 

of being a deity of universal ethical character who punishes 

cruelty and injust1.ce where~e:r. He finds it ,regardless of boundary 

lines, 11 n I will even deliver him{6gypt) into the hand o:t: the 

mighty one o:i: the nations ;he shall surely deal with him; I have 

driven him out :eor his wicked.nesslJ(31:ll). He continues to re

presht Yahweh in His punishment of other nations by hi.s threats a.

gainst .Ammon,Moab,Tyre and Edom. It is all with the purpose that 

they 11 shall know ·th.at I am YahwehY (v.*7,6;14;25:11;28:24;29:6~. 

The nations themselves will recognize Yahweh's might and His 

power over them. This bel1ef of Ezekiel.entitles us to believe 

that he at least did :not exclude uni versialism even if he did not 

primarily· advi:mce and develope the 1dea. The nations will have no 

opportunity of critcizing Yahweh's apparent lac:ir of strength in 

permitting His people to suffer political destruction;they shall 

see in it His larger purpose of chastisement for transgress:l.ons a, ... 

gatnst His universal laws of righteousness, 11 .And the nations 

shall know that the house of Israel went into oapti vi.ty for their 

iniqu1ty,because they transgressed against me~(39:23);; Referring 

to the consuming fire.the prophet says," All f'lesh shall see that 

I,Yahweh, have kindled i·b" {20:18). Just as truly as Yahweh has 

brought a:bout their destruction so that the nations might witness 

His power and His righteousness, just so truly is Yahweh to bring 

about a redem:ption,not for their sakes but for the sake of: His 

own :r,j,ghteous:r · name and. flis unshakable reputation among ·the 

natj_ons. 11 The ref ore, say unto the house of Israel, thus saith the 

Lord Yehweh,I do not this for your sake,O,house of Israel,but for 

. ---~~~~----------.............. ________________________ __ 
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my holy name, which ye h1:ave profaned among the nations ... _ and I 

1 will sanctify my great name,whioh hath been profaned in the midst 

of them and the nations shall know that I am Yahweh ...... - when I 

shall be sanctified in you before their eyes Y ( 36: 22). Here we 

have a clear ~i,nd unmistakeable ref'erenoe to a. beJ.ie:f' in the 

a.11 God ... hood of Yahweh ,a statement that, Israel is to be pur.i:fied 

to redeem Ya.hweh • s glorious name in the opinion of the world.In 

the face of !sra.el 's wonderful redem1)tion, the nations will re

cognize the greatness of Yahweh working in the world. 11 And I 

will set my glory among the na1iions;and all ·the nations shall see 

my judgments that I have e:x:eouted and my hand that I have la1.d 

upon them~ 

Chapter s. 

Deutero- Isaiah;• - Culmination of Prophecy and the 

Apex of' Ur1iversa11sm. 

The very culmination of J?rophecy is reached in this un

known author whom we designate as Deutero'~ Iasaiah,comprising 

Chapters 40 ... 55. From inte:rm.il evidence it is clearly possible 

to fix the date of i;his inspiring work as falling between the 

;\, .\ years 646-539. It was produced just about the time Ezekiel was 

) evolving his :r.i tualis'bic scheme• It was during the exile when 
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the people had partly adjusted themselves to their new surround

ings_ that this prophet began to see i.n Israel's d.ispersion some

thing more than mere nbi trary punishment :~or €~in, something more than 

retaliation on the part of Yahweh for the sins of Israel,which 

they had consciously and blindly committed against Him. The exile 

for the second Ist-1iah was but a means to an end and not fJ,n end 

in itsel:E. The central theme of his work is the deliverance of 

Israel and the blessings to follow .. The circur.aatances lea.ding to 

this was the rise of Cyrus. As soon as he makes his message clear 

to his own people ,he 1)rings home the fact that it concerns the 

world at large. This is his interpretation of the rise of Cyrus. 

Yahweh the ruler o:f the u:ni verse :ls preparing to bring about the 

words of 1U.s Pro:phets. (cf.41:1-4,21,29; 44:24 .:...46:14,20ff). ~:he 

trHnsformation of Israel from a. deHd. :people into a prosperous 

nation will demonstre:te ·the power of Yahweh to the heathen world 

and wi.11 cause them all to bow before !Um. " By myself have I 

sworn;the word is gone forth from my mouth in righteousness and 

it shall not retu.rn, that unto me every knee shall bow;, every ton

gue shall swearY (46:23.42:18-43:13;52:10). Re shows in his 

p1~eachi:ngs the strong influence of Jeremiah from whom he recieved 

his u:niverse,J.istic id.eal ( Chap .31:30 .... 31). In the ideal future 

all written law will be abolished because Yahweh's moral le,w will 

be indelibly inscr:i.bed on each :i.ndi v-:tdual's heart. 

Throughout hj.s teachings we see some of the gooa. and 

wholesome influences of the Exile. The Jew had passecl :from the n1::1,r-

row confines of his homeland into a wider world,and this larger 

vision of humtm life reacted. greatly on the prophet.~ s theology. 

Israel is suffering for a great end. He suffers,is despised, 



45, 

rejected,chastened. and af:f.'l:i.cted that others may be blessed and. be 

t::i.t peace through his chastisement. This highest of all j.deals is 

foi:md in Cha.pd:Jer 49: 6, in words which may be regard.ed without peer 

in any li tere,ture. nTo establish the tribes of Jsioob and bring 

bs,ck the. p:beserved of Israel is less important than being my serv-
l;'_,,,,.,,.,...,_,.,.0""~,-~, .. ..,_.,.. ... ,.,,.,.,,,, ............... :.<....,-• ...;,1 ... ,,,.,..,,..,,.,_;u.,..,.., . ..........,,~ ... /l[~Y.>\J;;!--· ... H .. ,.,,,f,._,r.~ ....... 1,0,,,~.~ .... /;,,.=--"·1""~"'·~,,.,, .. ,,..,.... ....... "" ............ 4 

ant. Yee, I will make you a light. t6' the gentlbles that my sal vat:Lon 

may be unto the. ends of the earthV ( Dillman's construction). The 

above quoted passage belongs to the second of the brief nservant 

of Yahweh" songs and it sets forth the mission of Is:r.'ael in its 

true relation to the world. It is the necessary oorvllary to 

the teaching of Amos, that Yahweh is the righteous JJord of all the 

earth. If Jerusalem ha,s been chosen as Hj.s sanctuary and Israel 

as His own people,it is only that Israel m~iy diffuse God's blessings 

in the world .even at he cost of Israel's own humiliation,exile 

and dispersion. Nowhere in any li tera.ture does the principle aa .... 

vanced by the first dlf the literary prophets,.Amos,that Yahweh•s pow

er1'is universal and His sovereignty is world-wide ,receive great-

er and more beautiful treatment than in the great poetical passages 

of Isaiah Chapter 40. 

He appeals to hiEi audience and brings them a ray of 

hope by infusing their hearts with the idea of Gpd's concern for 

Israel which is an everlasting emblem of His love and mercy.The 

people must not lose faith;Yahweh is not left behind in their nat

ional bounde.rj.es,nov has He forgotten them. "Hast thou not heard 

the everls,sting Goa.• Yahweh, the ores.tor of' the ends of the earth 

f'ainteth not neither groweth wearyn (40:28). I!'urther a.oes he bring 

them hope~Tho-u. art my servant,I have chosen thee and not cast thee 
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away~ (41:9b). There begins to dawn in the minds of the people 

a recognition of a new pur:pose in the workings of Yahweh ;His 

ways are inscrutable; they must be satisfi.ed and glorified in the 

knowledge that the suffering servant is not cast away, that he is 

still a servant,still chosen, to be the instrument through which 

Yahweh works His will in the world. '.I!his idea is found. in chapters 

42:1;43:10;49:3-6;52:13;53:11. This purpose stated previously in 

the foregoing is given suocinctly,"Behold my servant whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delighteth, I have put my spirit upon 

him;he will bring forth religion (Mishpat,Dr.Buttenwieser's Mss. 

to Chap.42) to the gentiles~ (42:1). The servant must not consid.er 

Yahweh's power as limited in any way. He is supreme, He is the 

cosmological God as well as a Being of morality.He oan dems.nd 

obedience to His laws beca:use, 11 I am Yahweh who maketh all thing111~ 

(44:24) (Similarly 42:5;45:12.18;51:13;45:8b;46:8;48:13) ."Thus saith 

God. Yahwhh,He th~~t created the heavens and. spread them out ;He that 

spread abroad the ee.rth and that which cometh~(42:6). A similar 
'""'·~;_,,,._,,~.,,,,c,_,,,_~.,~·"""'"•'\"-l> 

thought to that found in 49:6,expressing purpose of Yahweh's con-

tinued concern for Israeltappemrs just as concisely in 42:6,nI, 

fahweh ,have called thee for J!}JL, victorious purpose ( Ze deck) and will 

hold thy hand and. will keep thee for a covenant to the. peoples, 

for a light unto the nations~ The old henotheistic belief crum~ 

bles under the prophet 1 s ideal and inspired conception of Yahweh • 
..,.,., .. ,_-_,, .... ---.,f'·'"·-·-··· '- ..... ,,.~···'·~--~·,~·-.··-· ,. ···:•~'->·. 

Yahweh is not only the God of tall the world;His very existence 

and nature of H:ts power e:irnludes the exi.stence of any other god. 

n Ye are my witnesses saith Yahweh,and my servant whom I have chos

en; ths.t ye may know and believe me and understand that I am He, 
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before me there was no God formed,neither shall there be after 

me'~ (4,3:10;1ikewise 44:8(;.45:l4'b,18b,21b.22). 

~~he prophet is by no means occupied with Israel ex-

cluEJi vely ,e'.'~:1.". viewed from ·the point of beill,~-".~~~.!~1:~~-~.~~~~~.~A! .... ~tg 
"""~-~.--~ .. •"" ~- - ··-·'"·' ._,,.",,.._'"""'""....,""''' •·'"''"'""""'"·,. ..... ·"'"'"' """'"'"'"'"'"""'-"''"'""'""""''"'"""'"~""'~"'-"~~,_..-.,,,. '~ ,. .. ' 

El.'.'.il1g about a spiri tua1,.:t;r~nJ;i:f.o.:i:-.m~~.ion ~'.rnong the other nations. 

The nations themselves must do their share to bring this to pass. 

"Look unto me and be ye saved,all the ends of the earth;for I am 

God and there is none else~' (45:22). The nations,even though stub

born.will ultimately come to the realization of Yahweh. '' Thus 

saith the Lord Yahweh, behold I will lift up my ha.na_s to the 
~~~~:1:1.~ 

nations and set up my ensign.§._ ... to the peoples ---- and thou 
IJ;:.-d'i:lffi-W."nrill 

shalt know that I am Yahweh?.' (49:22). This Yahweh,when He shall 

ml1.nife st Himself to the other na:tions, will do so as a God of 

righteousness, just as the other prophets conceived Him. nMy 

ri.ghteousness is near .my salvation is gone forth and my arms 

shall judge the peoples~' ( 51: 5.). "Yahweh hath made be.are His 

holy arm in the eyes of all the nations and all the ends of the 

earth have seen the salvation of our God?.' ( 52: 10). He ~rta tes 
ilti;l"'1~JJJA~-... ~~wt 

specifically in one sentence that Yahweh is the God of the world• 

" The God o:f the whole earth shall be called 11 ( 54: 5) • ~~he other 

nations will come to realize the important role Isre.el is play-

ing and they will come from afjr to show this recognition.'~ehold, 

thou. shalt call a nai;ion ·t;hat thou knowest not ;and a nation that 

lmew not thee shall run unto thee, because of Yahweh thy God and for 

the holy one of Israel;for He hat~ glorified thee?.' (55:5;45:14~22). 
u~,,., •. ..,~ 

Wi·th the teachings of Deutero-Isaiah uppermost in mind,a 

later writer imbued. by his spirit ,gave utteranoe to a distinct 

universe.lism. I mention Trito-Isaiah here for the sake of con-
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venience,even at the expense of digression. I merely quote several 

instances of hiB teachings. Greatest among ·these is his conception 

that other peoples will pe.rticipate in the worship of Yahweh, "For 

my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoplesY(56:?b). 

" So tha·b he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself 

in the God of truth~(65:16.). "And it shall come to pass that from 

one new moon to the other and from one sa:bbath to another, shall all 

flee-,h come to worship before me, saith Yahweh~' (66:23 alrJO 19:21,23). 

n ---- for the t:lrne cometh the·t I will gather all nHtions and 

tongues tand they shall comH ancl Bee my glory!J ( 66: 18; simil1:irly 

45:22-25;Jer.3:17). 

To recapitulQte briefly,for Deutero-Isaiah,the return of Is

rael is to be brough·b about by Cyrus• whom Yahweh has chosen as His 

instrument to bring about the phys:tcal redemption of Israel. The 

nation is not to be ~stablished ~~ .. ~ political entity,but for the 
~ 1~-· ·''"·.~ -- -' ·\•·.~c··-•'-"'' «,- ,,. ""'"-« 

sole purpose of' bringing about the spiritual rejuvenation and re-

generation of all mankind. This is the religious idealism of 

Deutero: Isaiah. :Before this loftiy universalism.national boundaries 

vanished and Israel's prerogative is to suffer for the good o!ff all 

nations,he is chosen to pave the way for Ye.hweh' s righ·teous domin-

ion over all peoples and over all the earth. 
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Chapter 9. 

Yahweh --- The Cr.eater • 

:Possibly w:Lth the idea of bringing home the prophetic 

teachings in a concrete .ts)nd illustrative manner, the story of 

Creation was produced. The story as we have i·t is a compilation, 

not the work o:f one author nor the work of a single group of au

thors ,but the ori tioe of the age are almos·t unanimous in their 

decision that the bulk of the work is ·the product of the :priestly 
't!MI 

school, commonly known as n:en"' Begiing with the. very first word in 
WJo.._.,,.:_.~,,.,,- ,.,. - , • ••>w 

the Hexateuch,we ca:n safely say that the object of this account of 

Creation was to substantiate and broaden the idea of a. covenant 

made with Abraham and the other Patriarchs and later with the whole 

race of Israel,estal:ilished between them e.nd Yahweh. It must be 

stated here that our lHbioal stories are not unique :l.n their 

accounts of the beginning of all things,because other peoples also 

worked out their conceptions o:f the origin o:f the uni verse, :f:'or 

example, those accounts found. on Egyr>tiEm and Babylonian tablets. 

But the Bi bical account is unique in the sense that the creat:l.on 

of the world and its fulness is given with the explru~:tt reason 

to imply that He who oreated.,still controls everything into which 

He breathed the breath of' life. I do not believe for a moment that 

the smthors of the story in the early chapters of Genesis,produced 

them as a result of any ohauvenistic feeling,a. feeling that the 
,--~···~·-, ... ~.-.,.-.... ......, .. ,, • .,.,.,.,,, ........ , ..... ~.._..,,,,_,. • .,,..."' ... "'""- "''"" .. ~""-"•·•#'f-<.->"""""'""'"'"""'"'~ .......... .w .. 

God of their nation must be supe·rior to every other god, but 
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they were written rather with the spirit of conveying to themselves 
I 

and the other peoples,the belief that He is the only God,a con-

tention which they must recognize if by no other means,at lea.st by 

an irrefutable oosmol.ogical proof, that though Yahweh in His in

srutable wisdom chose them from among a.11 peoples ,He never·thelmss 

is the Maker and Master of' a.11. This idea was used by the prophets 

in their teachings and it must have been a weighty argument to 

their hearers. It 1 s significant to note the t the first eleven 

chapters o:f Genesis in no way touched the history of Israel. 

·~ [A gl~ee at these oh~ters will reveal their purpose. First the 

1 detailed account of cree:tion,ex nihilo,in the face of chaos , man 
--------·- ~·-···-·· ···--·-· . 

is made a.na. is placed in Eden,woman is made from man's rib;tempta

tion comes in the form of a serpent ;Adam and. li~ve are disobedient 

and are expelled from the gardem. Their children,Ca.in and Abel, qua.r• 

rel and Abel is killed by Cain. A digress:Lon is then permitted for 

the purpose of' givmng the generations of Cain an.d Seth in order to 

lead up logically to Noah and his sons. Then the earth becomes cor

rupt in the presence of its righteous Maker. n And the earth was 

corrupt before God and the earth was filled with violenee~(Gen.6:11). 

God decides to punish mankind for its sins• ".And God said to Noah, 

the end of all flesh has aome before me,for the earth is filled 

with violence because of' them and behold I will dest:voy them with 

the earth'.: Noah is commanded to make an ark,he enters, the flood 

comes and after a great while the waters abate. When the waters have 

entiirely recceeded,Noah leaves the ark,sacrj.fices and God blesses 

him. God then makes a covenant with Noah and all mankind and the 

rainbow is to be its eternal sign.".And God said to Noah,this is 

the sign of ·t;he covenant whtoh I have es:Uablished between me and 



Hll :flesh whioh is upon the earth~ (Gen 9:17). n.And the bow shall 

be in a cloti.d and I will look at it and remember the eternal 

covenant between God and all living oreatures among all :flesh 

which is upon the earth~(Gen .. 9:16,also12,13,15.). This story 

of the flood cc:mclud.e s with giting the posterity of Noah and is 

summed up in verse 32 of Chapter 10."These are the families of 

the sons of' Noah,after their generations,in their nations and of 

these were the nations divided in the earth after the floodV The 

authors now seek to explain why it is that all nations spring-

ing from a common stock shoul speak different languages .. The tower 

o:f Babel :ts started. "And Yahweh cf~me down to see the oi ty aria. the 

tower which mankind built"(Gen.11:5) .. It is ce,J.led Ba.bbl, nbeoa.use 

there God confused the tongues of all the ear·th and God scattered 

them :from th ere o var the face of the earth Y (Gen .11: 9 ) .. With 

this background the authors now begin to touch upon Israelitish 

history or rather the rise o:f: the forx·11mners of the nat;ion of 

Israel. They give the descendants of Shem.~Cerah's family and arrive 

at .Abram who~.:ie name :i.s later changed to Ab:.t•aham beca.use he is to 

becomenthe father of a multitude of nations~ They go even further, 

they take Abraham to Egypt ~,1::~ ____ ,?.?".".~~.,~~.~::~ .. ~~.Y .. r~~i:r;gl,1,,~;L~.!~.!,,~!~J .. ~~-~~~? / 
Israel ready to be chosen and red.demed by t;he r:lghteou.s Yahweh. 

•.,,_.;c!,''\O, 

1.rhis idea of Yahweh as Creator,cannot be said to have 

originatet'i. with the prophets,it must have been ourrerrt in popula:r 

opinion long before their time. -~·~-!?..:,~.:!:~.~-~.-t2 .... I~E1?:,~J?: ... '.JLJ2,,2.!.~r are 

found all through the Bible ,Prophets and Apocrypha and I q.uot;e a 

few, \)eoause ~}le .Jde~ ),$. f1JJ.19tgm,Q;p,,1if2'l .. " ..... :1!. .. ~L .. ~h-~':L .. .Q5l,E£~.J2.~,~-~~ ... ~~""Q:.2,,St,,,~P 

a u.ni versal sense. 
"'"'''~""'" .. 'nM>""""''"""'°'..i'''''..,_,,,,,_,,.,,,,,,,,,...,,. ~·i·~,.,,.,,;,.,·•in"n:<H""·' '"'""'""''-J-<'< ~·•It 

To Moses objeotion,when God is al1out to send him to 

the Egyptian -taskmaster t that h<~ is not eloquent, God says, "Who 
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hath made man's mou·th or who maketh .a man.t,dumb or deaf or seeing 

or blind, is j_ t not I, the J~ord~ (Ex .4: 11) • ~1his ability to work 

with mankind. in general est;ablishes U/is right to sove:r·edgnty 

over man. We finii Deuteronomy using t;his as an argumen;r as ·to why 

Israe 1 should keep Yahweh's commands ana. l.!tatutes. l1JJ1or ask now of 

former ages that are past, wh.ich were before thee since the day 

that God created man upon eA.rth and from one end of the heaven tm ... 

to the other,whether there hath been heard any such thing as this 

great thing is or hath been heard like itU (Deu.4:32). 

In later li tera.·ture we :find. statements concerning Yahweh 

as Creator,to be numerous and beautifully stated. Yahweh not only 

established the earth but He did it with Wisdom as His instrument. 

Tl Yahweh by wisdom established i;he earth and through understanding 

establishe~ the heavens~ (Prov.3:19,similarly Frov.8:27;Ps.104:24). 

"Bi His knowlectge the depths were split upll (P:rov .. 3:20;Gen.7:11). 

This dldea i ~1 more fully expressed in Pro·verb 8: 2'7f'f .. where wisdom 

is representecl as the Logos th:.t:•ough which Yahweh works. "When 

He est~fblished the heavens I was there,when He set a circle upon 

the face of ·thet deep, when Re made firm the skies above, when Re 

gave the sea its bound,when He marked out the foundations of the 

earth ( Iwas there)." Everything was made with a d.sign,a, purpose, 

though we may be unable to cliscern it;, 11Y.ahweh hath made everything 

for His puroeeV(Prov.16:4,Eccl.3:11) All men are alike in the 

estimation of. Yahweh because He created i;hem all~ nThE~ rich and the 

I>oor rn~m meet together, Yahweh is the Ma1rnr o:f ·them t:tll'J (J?rov.22:2; 

l4!3l;Job 31:15). 

~.1ho :Psalms continuously sing )?raises to Yt;-1hweh;,a,s Creator. 

HQf Old. did.st thOU J.ay "the f'oundatiOnS Of the earth;Hncl the heavens 
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e:x·e the work of ilhy hand1i (J?s .102: 25 ;104: 5; 96: 5 ;Neh • 9: 6; J'ob 38: 4) o 

Tl1e :Psalmist is unafraid,he trusts j_n a Goel well able to proteot 

him,he places his fa.i th in the great Creator. "MY help come·th from 

Yahweh who made heaven and earthn(l2l.:2;148:5ff;l46:6;136:6;134:3; 

124:8;115:15;36:6.9). 

By reason of His crea·tion •Yahweh na:tur~1lly owns the earth• 

"The enrth is Yahweh's and the fulness thereof.the world. and they 

that dwell therein .. 1!1or He h~ith :founded it upon the seas and es ... 

·tablished it upon the floods~ (Ps.24;similarly S9:11;Ex:.9:29;19:6; 

Deu .10: 14). This Creator is wor1jhy of being worshipped, "Let us 

bow down before Yahweh our M&ker~(J?s.,J.00:3;149:2;Isai:l7:7;Ros.8:14). 

When we look about and compare Yahweh to the gods and. idols which 

the nations worship,we must conclude that they are nothings,nFor 

all the god.s of the peoples are things of naught, but Yahweh me.de 

the heavens~ (J?s.115:15;Isai.42:5). "The heavens are thine,the 

earth also is thine, the world and the fulne ss thereof, thou. ha.st 

:founded them; the north and the south, 1rhou. hast created them~ 

(Ps.89:11;96:5;24:l;lChron.29:11). One of' the) most beautiful 

l?salms,singing forth the praises of Ys.hweh,is J?saJ.m 19 in which 

the author takes the stand that all nature reveals the glory and. 

power of God."The heavens declare the glory of Yahweh,and the f'irffl!I 

mament showeth His handiwork~ In humility.the rsalmist bows before 

this great Creator.o.Yahweh our God,how excellent is Thy name in 

all the earth.When I cons.ider Thy heavens, the works of Thy hands, 

·the moon and. the ~~ tL~:rs which Thou hast orda.ined • wha 1~ j_s mt:1n that 

Thou art mind:fttl o:f him and the son of man that thou visi test him!: 

(J?s. 8). The inhab:l ta.nts o:f the earth are exhorted to wo:r"ahip Yahweh, 
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for, "By His word were the heavens made and all the hosts of them 

by the breath of His mouth. He gathereth ·the waters of. the sea 

together as e heap.He layeth up the deep in storehouses.Let s,11 

the earth fear Yahweh. Let all the :i.nhabi tan ts of the earth stand 

in awe of' liim.l!1 or He spake and it was made.He commanded and it 

stood fast~ (l?s.33:6;similarly 67:6;96:9;148:6). Nehemiah also 

asori bes glory· to Yahweh :for His wonclerful acts o:f creation, "Thou 

art Yahweh,even Thou alone,Thou hast made heaven,the heavens o:f 

heaven.,with all their hos·ts,the earth and. all things that a.re 

thereon, the seas and all tha:t is in them,and Thou preservest them 

sllV (Neh.9:6ff). When David gives his hymn o:f:' thankagi ving 
~-~·-~-·--·~-...... --.. ,,,._,.~'.>'•"''"''"'~"''"-""""•,.'•"°''''''~·--. '" •, "'' ''"'""'"''"' ... ·'""~'~""''' K •• '.,, - • '''~ ,.,.,,.-, 1'<1 .... ~.~o!"-'\_•'1•N<¥ 

to Yahweh,we find him saying," For all the gods of the peoples 

are idols,(nothings),but Ye,hweh made the heavens~ (lChron.16:26). 

The author of Second Chronicles would have ue1 believe that Hura.m. 

in his reply to Solomon's request to aid him in building the 

Temple,recognizes the power of Yahweh,-.... _ ... _...,nbleased be Yahweh, the 

God of Israel, who made hea.ven and earthlJ (2Chron.2:12). When Esdras 

sends his answer to Sisinnes.Governor of Syria.he does so as follows, 

"We are the servants of the Lord who made heaven and earth 11 ( lEsdras 
1 
:.-2.JJ~J. When !'le-... ~.~,~.~.~-~~~.!1 the sinners and. tells them not to hide 

ij;,\n;f«61 

their ·bransgressions in the hope that God will be ignorant of 

their shortoom1.ngs,he warns them that Goa. is creator and therefore 

is all-powerful and all ... knowing. "Behold. the Lord knoweth all the 

works of menttheir imaginations, their thoughts and their hearts;who 

spake bu·~ the word. and it was ma.de, let the heaven be created. and 

it was made. By IUs word were the stars maa.e and He knoweth the 

number of them. He me,de man and put his hea.rt !hn the rnia.st of the 

body,and gave him breath,life and unders·ts,nding. Yea.,and the spirit 
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odt Almtghty God, who made all ·things ,- ... - .... surely He knoweth your 

inventions~ (2Esdras.16:55-6l). 

OocJ.esiastes,su.mm:tng up it~1 philospphy pf life says, 0 And 

the dust :returneth to the dust as it was and. the spi:tri t returneth 

unto God who gave it~ (Eccles.12:7;8imilarly Nu.16:22;27:l6~Isai. 

57:16;Zeoh.12:l). In the 11Wist:R:oin of Solomonn we find two references 

to God as Creator ,-~·---- 11 Lord of Mercy, who he.th made alJ. things with 

11hy word~ (Wis.of Bol.9:1). And again, "For He who is Jjord over all 

shall fear no man's person ,neither shall He stand :i.n awe of any 

man's greatness,for He hath made the great and the small 9 and 

careth for all alikeY(Wis.of Sol.6:7). 

When Man.asses calls upon God,he prays as f'ollows,"0>.Lord, 

Almighty God of our fathers --- who ha.st made heaven and earth 

with all the ornament thereof --- whom a11 men fear'!· (Prayer of 

lVIane.sse s) • 

Referring to the f.lood.Eoclesiasticus says,".An everlasting 

covenant was m$,d.e with him(Noah) that all flesh should perish no 

more by the flood~ (Eoolesiasticu.s 44: 18) .. It makes several other 

referrences to God as Creator.He that liveth forever,oreated all 

things in genere,l" (18:1). "The works of' the .Lord are done in 

i-judgment from the beginning and from the time He made them.He dis ... 

posed the parts thereof'Y (16:26).. Judith prays untdl God, rtLet a.11 

crec:>.tu.res serve '.Dhee, f'or Thou spake st and they were made, Thou. didst 

send forth Thy spirit and it created them"eto. (Judith 16:14). 

An ixrteresting account of the effect reflection upon God's power 

had u.pon Mardooheus is found. in l~sther (Apoc.).13:8-10." Then 

Mara.ooheus thought upon all the works of the Lord and mf:tde this 

prayer unto IHm,saying,O,Lord,Lord,the King AJ.mighty,for the whole 



world is in Thy power,and if Thou hast appointed to save Israel, 

there is no man that oan gainsay Thee.for Thou hast made heaven 

and earth .and. all the wond.ruous things un.d.er heavens~' 

The oosmologioal argument mus·t have had been of great 

weight in causing the prophets to break down Yahweh's national 

lim:tta ti ons, we find in J'eremHih, 11 I have made the earth, the men and 

the 'beaBts that are upon .the face of the earth, by my great power 

and by my outertretohed arm;and I give it unto whom it seemeth 

right unto me~(Jer.27:5.).l!1urther.IDhus saith Yahweh,who giveth 

the sun for a light by day,and the moon a.nd the stars for a light 

by nighi;Z (Jer.31:35,similarly Gen.l.s.l4-18;Deu.4:19;J?s.19:l-6; 

136: 7 .. 9). Deutero-Isaiah gi v·es a striking description of Yahweh Is 

power in Chapter 50: 1-3. !..~.a~.~h.~.1.~L-~l~.£!.~E:~~~~,h~."J2.I.~~!t+ of Hezekiah. 

saya,no,Yahweh of Hosts,the God of Israel,that sltteth above the 

Cli.e:rubim, !Dhou a.:r.t the God even Thou alone .• of all the kingdoms 

of the earth,thou hast made heaven and ea~th. (Isaiah 37:16;42:5; 

45:12.45~18; Jer.10:12;Ps.l02:26.26;Neh.9:6). 



Chapter 10. 

Yahweh -- Sovereign of the World .. 

Though the National conception of Yf:ihweh at times nar

rowed Him by artificial bounds created by a covenant.there went 

hand in hand with this belief the idea that Yahweh is not only 

Crea1;or, but also the great King who rules the earth. Israel though 

the chosen people,is not Yahweh's sole possession over which He 

rules;he is His choice possession or peculiar possession in whom 

He takes delight, because first as a suffering people He redeemed 

them and secondly ,He desired to use them' for His own high pur

pose.The idea of a sovereign who transcends national boundaries 

of course was formulated by the prophets, but its influence is 

felt in almost all the Bibical books. I have select~d a few passages 

which to my mind,oonvey·this idea most clearly .. 

We find in Deuteronomy the sentence, "lfor the Lord your 

God is the God of gods anci the Lord of' lords~ (Deu .. 10:17) In 

commenting upon thie pass~ge,Driver,in the Inter.Cri.Com.pg .. 125. 

saji·s, "Titles are accumulated for the purpose of expressing the 

absolute sovereignty and supremacy of Y~lhwehl.' 

In David's prayer,Yahweh is exalted above all,"Thine 

0, Yahweh j,s the greatness and the power and the glory and the 

victory and the majes-ty;:for all that :ts in the heavens and in the 

earth is thine, thine :l.s the kingdom.O'{Yahweh .and Thou art exalted 

as hea,d above alls- ... --Thou rulest over all~ (10hron.29:ll,12b) .. 

Jehosaphat uees similar terms in calling upon Yahweh 
• • 
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11.And he said,O,Yahweh,the God o:f our fathers,a.rt not Thou God in 

heaven and art not Thou ruler over all the kingdoms o:f the earth .. ~" 

(2Chron.20:6). Psalms too are full of this idea,"Yahweh is king 

forever and ever~(Ps.10:16.). Yahweh has been king since time im

memorial,His might is unsurpassed,"Yahweh sat as King at the flood, 

yea,Yahweh sitteth as king forever~ (Ps.29). One of the most 

striking descriptmons of Yahweh as king of the earth is found in 

Psalm 47."0.clap your hands,all ye peoples,shout lilnto God with the 

voice <bf triumph,for Yahweh Most High is terrible,He is a great 

king over all the earth,He subdueth peoples under us and nations 

under our feet --- for God is the king of all the earth --~God 

reigneth over the nations,God sitteth upon His.holy throne, the 

princes of the peoples are gathered together, to be the people of 

the Goa of Abrnhe,m,for the shields of the earth belong unto God,He·, 

Hi greatly e:x:al ted~ .Zechariah exclaims confidently, "And Yahweh 

shall be king over all the earth,in that day shall Yahweh he one 

and His name one~ (Zech.14:9). Yahweh is implored to confound 

His enemies and put them to route,"That they may know that Thou 

alone whose name is Yahweh,art the Most High over a.11 the earth~ 

(Ps.B3:18;86:10;Isai~45:2l). "Yahweh reigneth,He is clothed with 

majesty~ (Ps .. 93:1;96:!0;9'7:1;99:1)."For Y~hweh is a great God and 

a great king above all gods';: (Ps.95:3;96:4;97:9). 1rsay among the na

tions Yahweh reigneth~' (Ps.99:1). "Yahweh shall reign foretV"er and 

ever~ (Ps. 146:10;103:19;47:2~8;10:16;Ex.15:18;Deu.10:l'7,Dan.4:17). 

Daniel interprets the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and says 

in part, 0 
--- to the intent that the living ma_y know that the 

Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men and giveth it to whomsoever 

He will and setteth up over it the lowes·b of men U (Dan .4: 17). 



( 

59. 

J'eremiah.o:f oourse,recognizes Yahweh's universal sovereignty,he 
I 

excJ.aims,"Who should not fear Thee,O,King of the nations?" (Jer.10: 

6). He graphj.oally contrasts the false gods with Yahweh, nBut Yahweh 

is the true God,He is the living God and an everlasting Kj.ng ,at Hie 

wrath the earth trembleth and the nations are not able to abide 

His t:i,nger~(Jer .. 10:10). 

Obadiah, believes wholeheartedly in the UJ:liversal dominion 

of Yahweh. "for the kingclom shall be Yahweh 1 s~ (verse 2lb) • Zechari

ah looks longingly to the day of Yt:ihweh's universal reign. 11.A.nd it 

shall come to pass that every one that is left of all the nations 

that came against Jerusalem,shall go up from yea.r to year to 

worship the King,Yahweh of Hosts and keep the feast of.Tabernacles. 

And it shall be that whoso of all the families of the earth goeth 

not up unto J'erusalem to worship the King• Yahweh of Hosts, upon 

them there shell be no rainU (Zech.14il6,l?). 

Eoolesiasticus in praising Yahweh,says,uwho governeth the 

world with the palm of His hand.and all things obey His will;for 

He is king over all lJ ( 18: 3). In Esther ( Apoo) ,we. find Esther oa.11-

ing God,nKing of the nations and Lord of all powerlJ (14:12). In the 

same book in that portion wherein the letter of Artaxerses is 

presented, we :find this statement, n God wh·o ruleth all things,speed

ly rend.e:ri:n.g vengeance to him according to his desertsY (Esther ,Apoo. 

16:18). When Daniel is disobedient to the king's command.that he 

worship the idols, Daniel answfJ:rs upon being questioned by the king 

as to why he does not worship,;. . .:·~ Bel. "Because I may not worship 

idols made by hands,but the living God,who hath created the 

heavens and the earth a.nd hath sovereignty over all :f:'lesh~(Bel and 

the Dragon,v.5.). 
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We see f:r.om the foregoing c1uotations, that Yahweh is re

cognized as ·the su:preme King over a.11 the earth e..nd we may now 

consider Him in another role ;that of Judge in the et1rth .. 

Chapte:r. 11. 

Yahweh -- Judge o:f the World .. 

,,,, ( The ear-liest referrenoe we have pertaining to Yahweh as 
1. I 

Judge of the earth,is most probably that which is found in the 

theo:phany at Hebron; This particular story belongs to "J" .. (Inter .. 

Cri.Com.pg .. 298.Gen). Abrahs,m interceeds with Yahweh in behalf of 

the inhabitants of Sodom and Gemorah and. concl1.1d.es his petition 

with the word.s,"Shal.1 not the Judge of all the ear·th do rightY (Gen. 

18: 25b). r·t is significant to note that Yahweh is here exercising 

His right to jud.ge wickedness wherever He finds it,not only among 

those who worship Him. Because of the oppression.hardship t:tnd 

suffering i.nflicted upon Israel Yahweh is to judge the Egyptians .. 

His 1111iversa1 sovereignty and jurisdiction over all mankind is 

found in the sentence. 11.And I shall smite all the firstborn in the 

lana. of :&1gypt and against all i1he goa.s o:f Egypt shall I execute 

judgmants,I am Yahweh" (:&1:x.12:12b) In His promise to Abraham, 

Yahweh declares, "And also ·that nation whom they Eiha.11 serve, will I 

judge"etc. (Gen.15:14). W1ien Jepthah a.dclresses the king of Ammon, 

he says, 11Yahweh, the Judge. judge this day between Isrt:tel and Ammon t1 

(Ju.11:27b). 
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In her pi.r.ayer Hannah cons1.ders Yahweh the uni ve1·sa1 Judge, 0 Yahweh 

will j-p;dge the ends of ·bhe earth~ (1Samr.2:l0b). In ]'irst Chroni.clc's 

16:33.-the psalm of thanksgivingtDavJa. gives vent to the wora.s,"Then 

shall i;he trees of the woods sing for joy before Yahweh t :eor He 

cometh to judge the earth~ 

It has been poj.nted out before that Jeremiah looks upon 

the impending d.oom and. judgment as including not only Isrf.iel;but 

in :fact all the nations.He is so firm in this belief thitJ.t he wishes 

h:l s words to be written down and preserved for future ages. nTake 

b.hee a scroll and write therein all ijhe wora.s that I have spoken 

unto thee against Jud.ah and against Isr~el and against all the 

nations~'(Jer.36:2.similarly 1:5,10;25:9-29•Chap 47-51~ Her. states 

it clearly in chapter 25:31, rrA noise shall come even to the encl 

of the earth,for Yahweh hath a controversy with the nations;He 

will enter tnto judgment with all flmsh"eto. (also 25:30)4 When 

Yahweh mr.·mifests Himse1:r: as the r:tghteous Judge teven naturc-t w:i.ll 

be affect,"And all the hosts of heaven shall be dissolved and the 
I\ 

heavens shall be rolled together as a sorolllJ ( Isai .. 34:4). All people 

are o ommanded to prepare themselves for Yahweh's jud.gment; "Come 

near ye nations to hear and hearken ye peoples,let the earth hear 

qnd the fulness thereof; the world and. all things that come forth 

from it. ]1or Yahweh hath indignation against all the nations. and 

wrath against all the:lr hosts~(Isai.34:1,2). When Yf.ihweh visits 

His wra.th upon the nations all the mighty onef~ will be punished,.A:nd. 

it shall come to pass in that day that Yahweh will punish the 

hosts of the high ones on high,s.nd the kings of the earth upon the 

earthi: (Iaai.24:2l;similar idea found in J?s.76:12,Isai.10:12;14:26; 

30:31,33;30:28.;37:7,36.38;66:16). "Now therefore,be ye not scoffers ....... 



for a decree o:f de stru.ction have I heard from the Lord Zevaos, upon 

the whole earth~ (Isai.28:22).The world will become righteous when 

Yahweh's laws are spreaa. broadcast through it, n.,. ___ for when Thy 

·Judgments are in the earth., the inhe.bi tants of ·the world learn 

:righteousness.For begold Yahweh cometh forth out of His place to 

punish the in.ha bi tan ts of the ee.rth for their in.iqui ty !.' ( Isai .26: "9b; 

26: 21). 

Joel a.scribes universal judgment unto Yahweh whei1 he states, 
,, 
for behold in those days ---- I willgather all nations and will 

bring them down to the Valley of Jehosaphattand I will execute 

judgment upon them there for my people and for my heritage Israel• 

whom they have scattered among the nationsll (Joel 3:.2.13). 

The thought crystalizes in Psalms,"Thou didst cause 

sentence to be heard from heaven,the earth fearad and was still. 

when God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the earth~ 

(Ps.76:8;75:7;82:8;50:6). The wicked are to be punished~"So that 

men shall say, verily there is a God,that judgeth in the earth.II 

(58:llb).(Ps.106:27;l44:6;Isai.33:3). God is besought to rescue· 

the needy, 11..Arise o.God,judge the earth,f'or Thou shalt inherit 

all the nationsU (Ps.82:8;58:11;96:13). The wicked of the earth 

oannot e soa.pe Yahweh's righteous judgments. "Thou hast rebuked 

the nations ana. He will judge the nations in righteousness;the 

wicked shall be turned l.)8-Ck into Sheol,even all the nations that 

forget God.Let the nations be judged in thy sight,put them in fea;, 

O,Yahweh,let the nations know themselves to be but men~ (Ps.9:5,8, 

i7,l9b).Li:ft up Thyself,Thou judge of the earth,He will judge the 

world with righteousnessg (Ps.96:13;9:8;58:11;67:4;98:9;110:6; 

I~ai.2:4;Mioah 4:3). 
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Chapter 12. 

Yahweh -- God of all :Peoples. 

In add.i ti on to the concep·tion. of Yahweh as the Creator 

of the world, in ad<lition to His universal sovereignty and Judgment, 

there remains still another phase of Ris conception fdr Israel, 

and that :i.s Yahweh's Universal God ... head. I append select passages 

which are given here with the idea o:f bringing out this thought 

and which may· be used for ready reference. 

n But in very deed for this cause have I made thee to 

stand (maintain alj.ve) :for to show thee my power .and that my name 

may be declared throughout all the eH!'thY (Ex.9: 16) ( "~o show 

thee,i.e.to make thee ex.peri.enoe my :power,which led Pharaoh more 

than once to give G·od the glory 11 .Cam.Bib.to Ex.) at.:t'aul quotes 

th:ls verse in Romans 9:17,in his argument to prove a'bsolute 

sovereignty of God. In Jo,shua,3:11 we find,nBehold,the ark of the 

< covenr:tnt of all the earth~ When Joshua has crossed the Jordan he 

says it is done, u In o:r.de:r ·that all the nations o:f the earth may 

know the hand of YahwehW (Josh;4:24 .. ) In Hannah's Prayer we find 

the remarkable e:x:press:l.on, 11li'or the pillars o:f the earth are Yahweh's 

and He hath set the world upon them~ ( lSam.2: 8b .. ). David sings, "They 

looked (his enemies) but there was none to save them,even u.nto 

Yahweh, but He answered them not~ (2Sam.22:42). n .As s11rely as I 

live ,and as surely as al1 the earth shall be f'ille<l with the glory 

of Yahweh~ (The glory of Yahweh is the revelation of his cha:raoter 

and power in ht story. l~u. Inter. Ori. Oom.Gra~· .pg .158} • ( Nu.14: 21). 
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".And they fell upon their faces ana. exclaimed, 'God,God,of the 

spirits o:f.' a.11 flesh'etc.(Nu.16:22. nThe phrase 1 nGod of the spirits 

o:f. all flesh,which recurs only in 27:16,nn.d is therEi'fore :peculiar 

to P, betrays the advt:inced theological standpoint of l?. Yahweh j.s 

to hj.m far more than ·the God of Israel;He is the one and only 

author of all human life and,as its author.capable of destroying 

it~ of Gen.6:12ffP,but also Gen.6:7;7:!2ff J's.op.Job 34:14 ff 

also J?s.104:29f. The termuKJLl Be.sar~'oharacteristic of the later 

literature occurs 18 times in P. Inter.Cri.Com.Nu.pg.203; 

Gray). When Solomon ded:l.cates his Temple he prays, "Moreover con

cerning the foreigner,that is not of the people of Israel,when 

) 
~ 

he shall come out of a :far country for Thy name's sake, (for they 

shall hear of Thy great name and of thy mighty hand and of Thy 

outstretched arm)When he shall come and pray tow~trds this house, 

hear i 1hou in heaven, Thy dwelling place, and do according to alJ. that 

the foreigner oalleth to Thee f'or;that all the peoples of the 

( earth may lmow Thy name to fear Thee as doth '.rhy people Israel, 

and tha:t they may know that this house which I have built is 

delUoated to ·the<;) (oa.lled by thy name)" ( l kings 8:41). This 

thought is fur·ther brought out, nThat all the po op le s of the earth 

may know that Ya.hweh,He is God;there is none else.n( l Kings 8:60f .. 

(1 Kings 18:39,Jer.10:10,12). 

When Sennacherib of Assyria send.a messengers to Hezekj.ah, 

King of' Judah, who ·tell h:tm that Yahweh cannot defend him and ask 

him to sT1r:r.ender, Isaiah ad.:tises him to re:f:~1se and Hezekiah prays, 

"0,Yahweh,the G·od of Israel, thou art the God even a.lone,of all 
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the kingdoms of' the earth,thou hast made heaven and. earth.Now 

ther:fore,Oh.Yshweh,our God,save Thou us.I beseech !hee,out of 

His ht:.i.nd, thai1 all the kingdoms of iihe earth may know, that Thou 

Yahweh,art God aloneU (2 Kings 19:15,19). 

Psalms radia:te with every phase of God.' s universality. 

"l?:rinces shall come ou.t of Egypt ,Ethiopia shall haste to stretch 

out her hands unto God,sing unto Goa.ye kingdoms of the earthY 

(l's .. 68:3J.ff) .(Isa1.45:14;Ps.67:4;l.02:22). " All the ends of the 

ear·th shall remeber and turn unto Yahweh i1nd all the kindreds of 

the nations shall worship before Thee,for the kingdom is Yahweh's 

and He is i;he ruler over the rrntio:nseto~ (:ps.22:27;47:8). 

" Be still and know that I em God.I will be exalted among the 

nations,! will be exalted in the earth~ (J.'s.46:10). The nations 

are warned that Yahweh is God and they must serve Him, 11 Now, 

therefore.be wise,o.ye Kingstbe instructed ye judges of the world, 

serve Yahweh with fear~ (J?s.2:10-12). n All nations whom ~hou 

hast made shall come and. worshj.p before Thee, o. !Jord and they 

( shalJ.. glorify Thy name~ (:Ps.86:9). "Thou art God alone 11 (v.lOb) 

(Cp.£s.83:18,Deu.6:4.32:39} Psalm 100 e:xho~ts all men to praise 

Goa.. 11So the nations she.11 fear the name of Yahweh and all the 

kings of the earth Thy gloryV (Fs.102:15;67:7; 1 Kings 8:43;Ps.138: 

4). " When the peoples are gathered. together and the kj.:ngd..oms to 

serve Yahweh1.'(Ps.102:22;22:27;86:9;Isa.;t.49:22.23;60:3;Zeoh.8:20-23). 

11 0.Thou,who hearest prayer.1mto Thee shall all flesh come~ (jls. 

65:2;145:2l;Isai.66:23). The P.salmist shows God's abundant fs:vor 

to earth and man,nThou art the confidenoe of all the ends of 

the earth"etc. (l?s.65:5b:ff') (:Ps.48:10.95:4). Yahweh provides all 
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with the neoe ssi t1e s of life tnWho giveth food to all flesh 11 eto • 

(Ps.136:25,104:27;145:15). God will answer the prayers of all, 

nyahweh is near unto him that calleth upon Him ,to all that oall 

upon Him in truth~' ".And. let flll flesh bless His holy name f'or 

ever and ev11r'' (P.s.146:18,21,65:2,150:6). "All ·the kings of the 

earth shll,11 give Thee thanks, o t Yahweh" ( l? s. USS: 4; 72: 11; 148: 11) • 

"Let everything that breathes praise Yahwehn(l50:6) .. (J?s.103:22) .. 

Aga:l.n and again are the nations exhorted to praise God, "That ~~hy 

way ma.y be known upon ea:r·t;h, Thy ss.1 vation among all nations .Let 

the peoples praise Thee, O'iYahweh, let all the peoples praise Thee, 

Oh,let the nations bt~ glad and sing for joy tfor Thon wilt judge 

the people with equity and govern the nations upon earth~(?s.67). 

nAll the earth shall worship Thee end shall sing unto T.hee~etc • 

(Ps.66:4) Nature itself will recognize the presence of this all~ 

powerful God, nLet heaven and earth praise Him;the seas and every• 

thing that moveth therein~' (l?s.69:34).(Ps.148:1;3). Manltind 

must show its gratitude to Yahweh by praisini.J llim,ne)J,tha.t men 

would praise Yahweh for .. His lovong kindness and for His wonderfiil 

works to the children of men.(l?s.107:8,15,21,31). rrMa.ke a joyful 

no:i.se unto God all the ea:r.th~ (;,s.66:1 ;100:1). 

When the nation is threatened. with destruction.Isaiah is 

represented as prayi:ng,tTNow,theref'ore,o.Yahwehtsave us f'rom his 

hand, that all the kingdomr~ of the earth may know that 1rhou art 

Yahweh,even Thou 011.lyll(Isa,:t.37:20; o:p.1 Kings 18:36;0:43;Ez.36:23; 

Josh.4:24 ; lSam.17:46;2 Kings 19:19). ZephanHih elaims that nmen 

shall worship Him,eve:ryone from his :plaoe·,even all the isles of 

the nations~ (Zeph.2:llb). Even more explicitly does he bring 

this out, "]1or I will turn to th<:i pEioples a pure language, that 
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they may all call upon the name of Yahweh to serve Him wi.th one 

accord~ (Ze:ph.3: 9) (Ha1h2: 14) n 

Joel looks forward ·to the ti.me when till people will recog

nize Yahweh, n.And it shaJ.1 come to i:Hiss afterward, the,t I wtll pour 

out my spirit upon all :flesh~ (Joel 3:28;Isai.40:6;49:6). 

All flesh must give Yahweh the respect and. reverence due 

Him, 11 Be silent aJ.1 :flesh, be:fore Yahweh, :eor He has waked U'P out of' 

His holy habitation!.' (,Zech.3:13). Even the power:Eu.l peoples of the 

earth she.11 realize Yahweh 1 s might t 11 Yea many peoples and. strong 

shall come to seek Ya.hweh o:f hosts in J'erus£j.lem,and to entreat 

the favor of Yahweh. (Zeoh.8:22). (Isai.2:2 11 3;25:7;49:6,22,23; 

60:3-12). n.An.d many nations shall join themselves to Yahweh in 

that a.a~r and shall be my people 11eto. (t.;eoh.2:11) (Micah 4:2;Zech. 

14:16,17). Zechariah gives a vivid. picture of Yahweh's universal 

reign j,n Chapter 14:16 to the end .. Malachi declares all people 

have to know God., "For from the risj.ng of the sun to the going down 

of the same,my name shall be great among the genti.les~' (Mal .. J.:11). 

We find. in Tobit the :following, 11Many i1a.tions shall come 

f':r.om far to the ns,me of' the Lo:rd God. with gifts in their h~mds,even 

gifts to the King of heaven;all generations shall praise Thee with 

gres,i; joy~ (Tobit 13:11). "And all nations sh~ll turn and fear the 

Lord qod truly and shall bury their idols.So shall all nations 

praise the l~o:rd ,and His :pepj>le shall confess Him?J (Tobit 14: 6. '7). 

When the nation is in such grave danger by reason of Holofernes• 

invasi.on,J'udith prays,"And make every ns.tiion and tribe to acknowledge 

that thou art the God of a.11 power and might 11etc.(Jud:tth 9:14). 

In the Wisdom of Solomon we find this se:ntence."For the spirit o:f 

the Lord filleth the world.for he created all things that they 
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might have ·their being~ (Wisdom of Sol.1: 7). He tells the rulers 

o:f' the world that they a.re but vassals of the Ijo:rd t ''Hear, therefore 

0 t ye Kings ,give ear all ye that rule tha :people end glory in the 

multitude of nations,f'or power is given you of the Lord and 

sovereignty from the Highest~etc (Wis.of Sol.6:1,3). 

Eoolesia~itious says, lfO ,Lord.,her:ir the prayer of thy servants 

that all they who dwell upon earth may know that ~ehou. art the 

:Lord, the eternal God.Y U?6: l 7). He also say·s, nNow therefore, bless 

ye the God of all,who only doeth wond.rou.s things everywhere'J 

(Eaolesiastiaus 50:22). Job expresses the-same thought 

very clearly t 11Whatsoeve:r is under the whole heaven is mj.ne tr 

(Job.4l:ll;see chap.9:5:10;26:6-14;28:24;Ex.19:5;Deu.10:14;1?s.24:l; 

50: 12). Finally ·to V,(UOiie again from Job, "That the hand of Yahweh 

hath wrought this, in whose hand is the soul o:f:' every living 'being 

and the breath of all mankind.~ (Job 12:9f:f.). 
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Conolusion. 

To summarize briefly we may say that the conception of 

Yahweh through the HiLstory of the Jew.as expressed in his liter

at1ire has undergone a radical change through the suocessi ve ages. 

Starting wi·th the idea of a National Goa .• who protec·ts 

and supplies the needs of a ohosen people,a God who has power 

only in a certain restricted area,it arrived :finally at the su .... 

preme goal of all religions, the premise that since God is the 

Creator o:f miin and the world,He must control the destinies not 

of one gro11p nor of one land but of every living being. They did 

not arri.ve at this conelusion,howeve:r,in a direct path. If its 

course were diagrammed,it would best be shown by zig-zag lines 

and curves. It all depended upon the hi.story of the ·time whether 

the idea should advance or whether there should be retrogression 

toward the old local oul ii. The element which made it :possible 

for nThe Genius o:i: l\eligion" to proclaim to the world., 11 0ne God, 

one humani ty~•was the ethical basis. which is fo1md even in. the 

most ritu.alistio portions of its writings. The recognition thnt 

there must be a universal code of ethical action, brought to their 

minds the necessity for a universal Sovereign.creator and Judge. 

It was impossible for high minded men,of which no better examples 

exist than the prophets,to conceive of a God who would select one 

people upon whom He would shower Bis love at the expense of all 

His other children.He mu.st have concern with all His oreatu:r.·es 

and if any are ohosentit is for the sake of bringing about His 

Presence to the other peoples who as yet stood in ignorance of 

Him. 
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1.rhis is· how Deutero-Isaiah understood it .For him Israel 

was indeed a chosen servant,but a servant who should not enjoy 

all the speoial blessings of Yahweh alone,but one who must 

assume all re sponsi bili ty o;f. servan.thood and who must prepare 

himself :for the task. They;/ must give up all thought of their 

oer·emoniallLSm and make their lives pure. They must 'practice those 

prinoiples of a :righteous life which Yahweh demanded they teach 

to the other nations. '.rhey must be a living example of purity 

and they must prove themselves faithful to all that which Yahweh 

demands of mank:i.nd. 

From the old national idea then,they began to think of 

Yahweh as the supreme being of the world;how this was brought 

a.bout has been shown in ·the body o:f the Thesis. 

Just as we found in our researoh,that there we:r.e 

different ourren·ts of' thought going on side by side, so today we 

find the same conditions existing ;namely in ·the :form of Zionism 

which to an extent is a protest against the Universalistic con ... 

oeption of the present day- It is hardly in my provinoe,however, 

as a record.er of this especial piece of work to enter into a 

discussion of this g_uestion-It is :i.nteresting ,however to note 

that 0 IIistory does repeat i tsel:f" ,and I refer the reader to a 

full discussion of this quei3t1on :i.n a note to an artio le by 

Dr.J·u11an Morgens·tern, nF011ndat1ons of Israel's H.istory~pg.15. 

Suffloe it to say that the God o:f' Israel beoe.me and is 

the God of Isrnel,truly,but not e:Kclu.sively the God of Israel, 

for He has created and still governs the world and all that is 

therein. 
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