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Pr >? f~.C -?. 

j e ·:J 1 .;:.~ i •: ..a 1 

;awards the end of the decade . Si n c e Ji seems c e ar : ~it i 

~i\s tn Isr a.el - i:. taK 1ng pl.o>.ce with u nprec t ctc-ble- c cn seque nc e-s i 

i t i s necessary to examine tl"1e nuan c o:-: c•f t t"ie ro:- i atic'''"' bet v.1een 

I sra.e l and the Di<?.s p ora up t o the l a.st uncontrov ers i 2.l milit.:-.r :"' 

cris f s between Ar~bs a~~-Israel is. Un controvers i al mea~ i ng t hat 

the security of t h e state of Israel was at sta~ e and no other 

choices than the m i litar y option were possible. To inderstand the 

pr-evious !"'elat i ons bf? fv~een Israe l ~n d the D i a=pwi' a wou l d eni<.t.Je 

us to bet t el"' unders ta.nd the. react i o •. ~ fr om D ; -='=fOl"' c. cornmun i t i es 

to the present Arab- lsl"'ae l i conf l ict . Howe v-::r, t·~ present eo. t h o:s 1:;, 

on t h e entire Jewish Diaspora react i ons ~ould be be y ond the 

' 
possi bi 1 it i es o f t h e s c o pe of this thes i s. I have chost-n t wo .._ 

Jew ish commun it i es wh i c h are p art of t he Di asp or· a ; Bro.z i l and 



Austra. l i a. l..il"i>' the-:-t- t lAJv -: ountries? T h -= i:-lect 1o!"l of Br.;,z . i ceome 

th a t comm u n i t Y t h i s s t u d / a. i J I com t- t G pre ::. en t for· t h -:- ..: 1 ;- s t 

time a shor~ -t hen tn comp l i:te-but coherer:: •:Je-::: :r· i pt1on of Br.:.2 1 :;r. 

J ewry since tts beg1 nn1ng unt il the 1 9 5 0·s ; so:- cor11j and m•::is t 1mpor-

~re l•llSh c omm1~r· 1 t .-· n ' he (·1 .:.~.pora .s.nd 1 t -: r '? ·:: i: .. :i r· ~es t c. ': h e Ar.;.::. -
-1 

I sr ae l 

' 

Some of t ~ e question s ~hat a re con s1de ~ ej ~-~= T~ wha ~ 

e x t e n t wa s :·e Z1on1 :: t Mo v e me nt acceptt-d before th e cre2:1on of 

the l e v ~l of c..cceptan.ce and the ori g i ns c>f · the ,Jew ish 1mm i grc.t 1•:.r1 

to each of the countries under considerat i on ? Wh at ts the relation 

between that level of accepta.nce - of the Zi on i st i dea.I f ir st :..nd 

' .. 
o f tt'1e stat e la.ter - of the J ewish c ommunit y and the· offt : ial 

pol ic;y of the countr y ? How was this rel .at ion reflected i -• t h e 

Jewish communities' response to the Midd l e East c anfl ict ? Do 

we f ind r.:r
0

it i cism of lsr.aael by a Jew ish l t?ade r, in st i t ution~ 

or pr~ ss? Do we find crit ic ism of t~e countr y in whir.:h J ews : 1v e 

because of i ts stand on t he Middle Eas t confl i~t? Do we f i nd 

any elements that indicate the formation of a Diaspora ideo~ ogy 

in relation to I srael , as a result of the m i 1 itar y crises? What 

are the forms assumed by the yewish communities' reactions? Wh e n 



.(;.~ t 

we come tc.1 compar e b::•th Austr2!1ah.:.f1d 8raz 11 i :.:-1 :orrimun it·-? -:: 1 v•h2. · 

ar e t he elements th a ~ the y shar e and that sep a - ~te ~h em r@£ ?rd i n~ 

th .:- ir r t- a.c t1on t0Ar:..b - lsrael 1 m ilit.a.r' eris<? -:;': 

Th e present~t 1 on of this l he ~ t~ w r ll be do ne through the fol-

: c.;-. fl : ~ ~ . i I r t :- ..... ~_ - T ':)!'";' 

for ~ ach one . A final conclus 1on and a b1b1 i o~r 2ph y conc ludE th i 

the<: i s. 

F 1 nall ~ . a word r e gar ding sou rces . Pr 1mar> s ~urc es of in~~5t 1 g~ t -

i on we r e loca l J ewi s h ne ws p ap e rs and ma gaz in e s of the c ountr i es 
• • I. 

unde r consi derat i on. A s ma l 1 amount o f mate-r ial w;ie also f.::i und 1n 

t he Archiv es of t h e HUC in Cinci nnat i . rri th e c 2 s e o f Au s tra.l 1a) 

the r e wa s onl y one n ewspa.per avai l able J:h o u g h i~ s Yi ddish e-.:jiti on 

man y times brciught commme n t s not inc l ude d in the Engl i sh, l ~rger 

ed ition . I n the ceo.se o f Bra z il t here wa s pl ent)' :Jf pr- 1m'3 t' ' .:.•:1u·se-= . 

Re gar d i ng secondar-y source s l had to o v erc ome t :-. e -, ad: of n1at.er i a. ; 

r e l a. ted to Braii l i a n Je11Jry eo.n d t o do th a t l pu t t ogether, a:. 1n 

a pu zz le , d iffe rent moment s an d asp e c t s of that c ommun i t / whi ch 

.... were s ea t t ere d in a v .:i.r i e t y o f se c ondar y sour-c~ somt? of w i-1 i i:. t-1 

we r e not alway s acc u~a t e . 



CHAPTER 1 . 

THE JEWS OF AUSTRALIA . FROM 1788 TO THE 1950s . 

1.? 



The Be91nn1ng. 1788-1850~~-

The histor , o f modern Austr~. l 1 .a be-gan in tho? se:- v a n tee;. t h 

centur y wh e n the 0utcM e xp l ore r W. J~n tszoon d i scove r ed : he C ~~e 

YorK Peninsula 1n 1606 . Th ~ Dutc h f?~t Ind i a Compan~ su~: or t~ d 

navigator Abe l J . Tasman disc o v ered New Zealand a nd Ta s mi n1 a . 

• dece>des c•+ th.:-t c entur y En gi 1si-1 n ~ 11 1 9c-t or s. :..n·j t ucc:in -:-.;.r :. t ·e; ? r, 

I i v ed and their bruta.I mc-nners. 1 Interest In Austr.:.. l 1a c. ros-: 

aga i n man y de c ades later when Capta i n James Cook ca~e on th e 

~ce ne . He had J o i ned the Roy ?l N~vv I n 1755 a nd 1n 1770 · ~nd9d 

a t Botan y Bay , near what today 1s Sydne y . He landed three more 

times on the east cos t and claimed the land for King beorge Ill 

2 nam ing it New Sou th Wal e s . 

During the 1770s England continued to face the proble~ of over-

crowded ja i ls b y transporting prisoners to Br 1 ti sh colon i es ..:lr 

by s el li ng them to s h i pp in'g companies who would then sell them 

aga in in America as plaht.:.t i c1n laborers . But l:>ni:: e th'? Am~r 1ccns 

revolted e-ga ins t British rule in 1776, a new solution t.Ja: scu;iht 

"' to resolve the problem of the large population of 1Jnwanted cern v 1c ts 

~ livi ng in England. I n 1779 Sir Joseph Banks recommended : ~ t h ~ 

Brit ish House of ~ommons that a co lon y be founded ~t Bot?n Y Ba~ f~r 

th e pu r pose of se nd i n g conv icts th ere 3 E i ght ye ars late~ Arthur 

I 
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Ph 1111 p w.;; -=: appointed C~p t ~ 1 n-Generc-l and ·Gov e r nor 1 n Ch 1 ef of 
• 

New South Wales 6nd the first group of convicts was sent. 4 

The F irst Fleet , wr th seven hundred ~nd f i ft y - one convic ts 

5 
1n Janu~r y 1~88. Among the 

T~e crimes committed b y these con J1c ts were mostl y petty , such a~ 

:t.;.S- l 1ng ~ pctr of shoe- s o r 
. 6 
l ~ ce. 8et~een 1~99 ~nd 1852, wh en 

ti?nspc•rt;ct1•:•n f1n .!<ll;-· cea.sed, out c1 f ;a.n estirnated 145 100 (1 c.:in 1 -·-= 

~ r,:. n sporti:-d ~ ·.:.. .-;u<Ef:r"'l1.:. 1 dt lec.:t 1,000 wer.:- .JeL·Js. 7 Mo-:t.,of tr~~"' 

. 
r, ,net , per.::E>r~ cf the .J ewr -st-. cc•r>• ': : •ve re m:i 1es 1 1,1.l-11c h me :..r,: ~ .. ,.,~ 

poss1b1 l1t y of ma1nta1n1ng 3. "normal" Jew1s.h •:ommu n1tv . in a.de trc•n 

to the con v1 ct5 bnd sold i ers, the free settlers who beg~n to ~r-

rive in the colony were mainly relat iv es of those who went to 

Australia nvoluntar1Jy . Esther lsaacs w~s the f irst Jewish free 

9 
set t 1 er to arr' 1 v e 1 n ,Jan 1J ar y I 81 o, f o 1 1 ow 1 n g her con v 1 ct t- d h u: band, 

The first Jew ish male free settler was Barnet t Le vy who arrived 1n 

10 
December 1821 . Sy 1830 an estimated fifty-two Jews had came 

volu ntar ily to Austral ia .
11 

By 1815 1 the negative impact of the Napoleonic Wars on Br1 tain 's 

economy served as a catalyst for the emigration of v arious groups 

of people . Fu rther e xacerbating this situation was the 1ncreas 1ng 
Cl 

crime rate, whl~h resu lted in the mass transportation of prisonsr~ 

to Austral 1a, It tooK twenty years for· the Colony to accumul at~ a 

population of ten thousand , but by 1820 there were 40 1 000 inhab 1- ' 

tants. From a s ummary gi ven in the 1845 YorK Synagogue repor t> we 

learn t hat in ¥s17 there were. some twenty Jews in the Colony an d 



that t h ey f ounded a soci e ty 'and r21sed c? subsc ript ion for the

Inte r nmen t of the d e ad .1 2 In 1828 , Ph ilip Cohen ;.rr 1v ed frarn Lor.ocir1 

with a uthori t y from th e Bri t ish Chief Rab b i t o perform rnarr•~ge s. 1 3 

In the ~820s free s e ttlers sta rted to ma~ e their way from En gl and 

Au:tr~l ra rn greater number-s tha n befort- . Betwe en 1320 ~nd 1'='30 

s1 ~ Jewish ~dult~ and twenty- fi ve children . Th e y are re9~ rded ~s 

the beginnin g of the .Jewish commu nrt,, r n Austr~. l 1c? . 8 .l" th~ r?nd o.: 

1830, a smal 1 number of t11eal th >' .J e t1J 1sh fam1 li e: came t o ~u s rr.~l 1 :.: 

.J. "1on t ef iore, 0 . P t:ierro F•Jrtcdc•. H. ~amuel and Mr~ . M. Ph1l~1p. 14 

of ·:>ydney, c o.p i t:1l C•f New S c·•J tt"1 W;les, n umbe r e d bet1,..1 een t.hre.:- to 

fou r hun dre d pe-op I e .16 Dur i ng th.:i t y e-:-r a p 1 ac e of •..ior sh 1 p, Se th -

Teph1l~, was establ1shed •a.t Bridge Street; thrs 1s usuo.11Y •:or. -: 1-

17 dered th e f i rst synagogue 1n Austral 1a . Be c a use of the 1ncreas 1n g 

numbe r of Jews, a more su1 t a b l e synagogu e wa s needed, and 1n l84S 1 

the YorK Street Syn a gogue-wh i ch served Sydne >' ' s ... Tt-l'-' S un t 1 1 16 77-

was c onsecrated) 8 That over a h ~ n dre d Ch r1st 1ans con t ri but e d to 

the Synagogue 's appe _..,I fo r cons tr•Jct1on f unds is~ sianiftCiin t - . 
in d i cat i on of the openm i ndedne s s of the soci ety r e siding rn Sydne 1 

a t t hat time. The off i c i al gov ernment c e nsu s of 184 1 .indicates t h.:o.t 

a to tal of 856 J ews 1 i ved in East er n Aust r al i a, of whom 462 1 l ve d 
,£-

in Sydne y a.nd the r est outs i de t he metropol i s . By 1846 t here were 

1086 Jews, and in 1851 the y numbe r ed 1334 . In 1845, with t he ar -

r iva l of Moses RinteJ 1 the first J ew i sh school was op ened, g ivi ng 
J 

i ns t r uction to a tota l of forty-f i ve chi l dren wh o we r e d1v1 de d in 

three groups: boy s, g i rls, and those pay ing for pr iva te l e s s ons . 

... 

3 



... 

and probabl>' because of the l.acK of almo'Et .:.ny for·m of !'.n~1-Jew1s:h 

e x pr.ession, the Australian Jewish commun ity prior to the 1850: 

remai ned i solated from mainstr e am Juda ism . Th ts isolation along 

w1 th t he i rnba l 'H ice :of :;exes-Jewish male<: outnumbef'ed .Jewish 

females e i ght to c•ne r.ot t1m~-produced ~ ~. gh r~. te of ass1m1lat l on 

bv i ntermarr iage. 

.- I n g 1 n Aust r-<" l 1 ~ du r 1 n g the f r r 'E t + u'Jr :·r 

f1 1.1 e d e c;de: of •he- Cc.I on• wl?r e Engl 1--:h . v.ih :,ch rn'?ant that ' the '>·· loc··ed 

OJnder tho? .iur •=d • ·: 1c·n of the Br t t1st"1 Cl" e-T Rabb • .
1 9 .... ga 1r , d •Je ::. 

l ~yrnen. 8e-c~ use •:•t th .:- sma 11 size of th e •:ornmun 1 t», th\ . ··~ ?.gogr.ie 
JevJ life undertoc•I( 'E·Uper•• 1 :..1·~n over' the different aspe c ts of 

-:uch as ~ducc-t r on, dietar y lc-v.1<: , che:.r1t·· an•j funerc.. ls . 1n 1833 

20 
the Hebrew Ph t lanthrop 1c Soci et y was formed, b e coming the f ir st 

of many char i table- insti tutions t ha t were to app~ar 1n the .Jev.Ji°s.h 

Austral ian sc~ne . 

In the 1840s, as free settlers continu ed to arrive from 

England, and as a result of inner migrat i on i n the Colon/, new 

Jew i s.h congregations were establ ished in Hobart a nd Lauceston 

1n Tasman i a, - and in Melbourne and Adelaide, cap itals to be of th~ 

21 
states of victor ic.. a.nd Southern Austral ia f'espect l vel y . From 

the census of 1841 we l eaf'n that there wer e fift y -se v en Jews 

1 iv ing in Victoria, increasing their number to 117 in 1846 and 

to about t~o hundred in 1851. Most of them were involved 1n 

clothing and draper y trades, own·ing more clothing shops than 



, 

their Aon - J ewish neighbors . 22 During the 1840s, the Jew i sh 

congregation of Me l bourne was organized. In r e lation to 

Western Australia, the first Jewish settlers there were Hie 

/ S~o- bro the rs who arri ved in 1829, Conly two mont hs after' Hie 

Colony was founded there. 23 Due t o geographic 1 sol~tion ind econo-

m1c problems 1n those da ys, few Jews chose to settle 1n West~rn 

A1Jstral i'°' .. An ol"ganized .Jewish commun 1 t y d1;J not de velop?d t '-, ere 

unti l close t o the end c1f th e n1nete.:-nth c entur ) . 

The Jewi sh free ~ettlers who arr i ved from En1;il~nd bt> t 1•1 .:-en 183(1 

'E\nd 1850 imposed t h e ir c rganizationa l stl"'uct u re. a n th.;. l::ic? l c e:n-

gr egat 1on~ l l1 fo? t h ~ t ~t ~_rt ed to flouri sh 1r1 Austral i ~ . ~ l( ecut1 11 t? 

of the st i ll r.:.ther ar1: tocr,;.. tic natur·e of Austral1a,n sc•-: 1et ;.· , 

wh ic h was d i vided between the sons of English aristocrats and the 

·con v icts or the i r descendants . 112 4 The gener~1 patterns set up b y 

those earl y free Jew 1 sh 1mmi gr.an ts from Eng l and did riot -::hang!? 

un ti 1 l ar-ge number o~ Jews , a r-r iv i ng fr om Eastern Europe-,, al ter ec 

the prof ile of Au s tr alian J ewry wel l into the t went ieth centu ry . 

Almost no reports can be found in colonia l Australia =oncerni ng 

ph ysical attacKs aga i nst Jews . The only in c i dent r-ecorded tooK 

place in 1832, whe n the grav e stones of the children of Mi chael 

Phil l ips a nd Va ibeh Solomon were destroyed in Sydney ' s J~w i sh 

cemeter-y . The reaction by th e newspa pers was one of firm oppos i t ion 

and disaproval. Th e Gaze tte, i n an art i cle on July 2, s~i d that 

it was "on e of t he most in famou s an d i n human . outrages that has ever 

disgrac e d this Co l ony ."25 Howe ver , ant i -Jewi sh prejud ice d id ~x ist , 

a~ can b~ s een in Ben t ' s News of J ul y 20 , 1839 i n a~art i cle 



st.;t1ng thct "cert4in members of the l e gal pro~~:;s 1on 1 •:ir r ea5 ::ir ; 

'- b'est KnoW'n to themselv e s, ~ r e mrJch given to abu<E.? tho:- member s of 

. . 

t h~ J ew i sh pe rsuasion , wh ich 1s most unfair , for t he y ire as a 

body , as r espec t able and r e putab l e a class as ~ n/ other of th e 

community ., .• 26 We may say that ant1-Jew1sh e xpress ions sometime; 

appeared in the pre5s , both 1n wr1 ting and in the form of cartoons 

bu t 1t 1s 6 1so true th.?t 11ber:il non-Jews oft<:n c r1r 1c1 :ed rhos<: 

1nsu l ts aga 1n5t Jews . 

t 850-1880. 

'Venice, Ve r d i '·:; "R1gol1?tt ci " was heard for t he i 1rs t ti me , .and . r. 

New South Wal e s gold wa5 d i s covered . During the n e x t decade, 

Austral 1a ~ s populz.t 1on gr evJ from 400 1 000 tci ov-:r 1 1 000 ,000 pe-c•pl-:-

wi th half of t h <? popul~tion settling i n th e ep ic e nter of the d i s-

cover>, Victori a. Precipi t a te d by t he gold ru s h the first mass1 ue 

Immigra t ion of non-British Europ ean s occurr ed . Du ring the nex t 

. 
t hr e e decades, t hree out o f four non -Bri t i sh J~ws who chose to 

s e tt l e in Aust ra l ia , came fr om Ger man y , whil e the remaining twenty 

~ 

t o t wenty f iv e percen t came from East e r n Europe , mainly Poland . 

By 18 51 1 the Jewi s h populat i on of Aus t ralia to t aled 1887 , or 

0. 47 percent of the tot a l pop u l a t i on. Ten ye ar • lat e r , Vi ctoria and 
I 

'> 
New Sou th Wale s had a lmost 5 1 000 Jews . Man y Jews al so se tt l ed in 

' c oun t ry ar e a s bec a u s e of the gold rush, a lthough , with few exc e p~ 
' ~ 

t ions, they d i d not become prospectors in the gold f i e lds ; t h e y 

became the provi der s o f service s f o r the pr osp e ctors .27 The three 

detades that followed were character i zed by a strengthen i ng of 

.. 

t 



Jewish l 1fe in Syd nev a nd Melbo•Jrn e accomp a ni ed b y +:he t •1 ttt? r, 

although not unusual, pattern of sch ism: a n ew congreg~t1on was 

formed, separating from Sydn e y s York Synagogu e. The ~ew c on

gregati o n was e;.tabl1shr:-d 1n .JtJne, 1859 1 arJ1t wa-:: r.:g.~rded c.s the 

aris tocratic congregation. The ~e parat1on eventual ~/ ended, howe v er, 

w~ en & merger occ u rr ed 1n 1878 which l ed to th e for~1ng ~f th e Great 

o v er a thou~and wors~ip ers~ was the only s y nagogue 1 n S>dne t unt1 : 

1 .:;· l 3 , ~ r1 d t h e c e n t e r of .J e "" 1 sh 1 1 f e u r. t 1 1 
. 28 

the ic;'30;;;. In Melbourne, 

in 1835, the f i rst J .:- v.11sh d::..r . sch-::ioi IA• o..s est~bl 1=-hed b· the f!el-

bourn e Hebrew Congreg~t 1on , ?nd two ~ear s l ate r ~s~ h1 sm occurr e d 

ac cording to thei r cr191n : the Ea~t Melbou rne Hebrew Congregit 1on 

< 1859) for Polish Je vJs and tfle St . K11da. H~br~to Coni~r .. eg.,t ion ( 18/i °'• 

.for Ge r mar, Jews .29 

Af te r a. fe w unsu-::cessful attempts, the f1rc;;.t permanent Jei,.Ji<E.h 

new·5paper~ the Je1.1~ish He r'al d, was established in Melbourn e . in 187'?> 

gu ided by principles of Orthodox Judaism .30 

Tht- period subseq•Jent to t he gold r- ush of thE" )850s was one of 

increasing economic growth far the Jews. Al though ne w congregations 
... 

were established, t he level of rel igious observance was low a nd 

the pF"essure to become .a non-di ~ t i nct iv e group within Austr ali a.n 

soc i et y was an impo,..tant element that re sulted 1n numerous i nter-

marr-iages. 

Austral ian societ y , still in its in fanc y at th~t t ime , was =t 

progeny of the British Empire. Jews of British origin tried tp 

maintain some distance from non-British Jews . Re f lecting th is 
/ 



,;._ tt i tude t o an eY tr eme .".., 1855 1 t he Me lbourne Hebrew Congr e~tron 

.?sKed London t o ~!low o n l y 8r1 t1sh born .Je 1...i s to s e t t l e 1n Au s tr a l1 3} 1 

The tension betwee n " f o reign Jews " an d Ang l o-Jews r emained unch ang~d 

•.A n t i! t h t: t'7·2os . An al te r at i on o f Aus t r:;i.Jia' s Whit e Br1t1sh pcl1 c ·· 

during a n d i fter World W~r II brough t those ten s ions to an end. 

~ 1 thou gh t he tr <.1.g 1 c event: which bl?te1l 
\ 

t o Jews during th e N~ z1 

r e gi me- le ssE ned the rather c o nt emptuous beh.,;. 1J1 or 0:.f the J evJS •:•f 

•:u per It:>!" It) ro:r U-1e1r f t- ~r C•f bECDrt'olng a d1: t. 1nct. ive , even ':U:O-~ IC l'.:llJ; 

group . 

:88~ 

Sy 1881 , th !? J evj1 sh popu l at ion of Au:tr a.l 1 a h c., d r eached $' 1 00 (1. !n 

th e same v ear, T-:or Al e xan de r II ot R•J:.ss 10 i.Jas o.ss~.ss1n .:.t. ed ~rd 

:ucceeded b y Al e x an d e r III who p romu l g a ted an t 1-J ew1 ~h me ~sur es. 

One of his goa ls was t h e destruc t ion of Russ i a ' s Jewr y , a nd i n 11ne 

w i th that poli o· Po biedonosztev, p r ocura.tc•r of the Hei l>' S>' nod of 

the Russ i an Orthodox Church during the r e i gn of Ale x ander Ill , 1s 

"' belie v ed to be the one who sugge s ted that or1e th i rd o f the Je.- ws 

wo u ld em i grate, one third would d i e, an~ one thi r d wou l d c on vert 

to Christi an i t y . The y ear 1881 marKed the beginn i ng of a ma ss 1 v e 

migration of Jews from Eastern Europe. A fei..1 went to Austral 1ci 1 

while th e ma.J ori t y went to the United Stat es, England, Canada, Sout h 

A frica, and arg~nt i na. The establ i shed British-born Jews o r Jews 

o f Brit i sh descent of Austra.l ia were rather ambivall?nt tor-iards the 

Eastern Eur opean Jews and part i cularl y wanted to a v o i d t he embar-

rassment of being assoc iated witb those "sh tetl lool<ing" Jews. The 



f 

newcomer s cr- I t i c 1 z ed t>"ie 1Jn f1 i end l i ness of the 1oca1 Jew c; wh i le t h e 

local Jews c1i t1c1 zed the e xceed ingl y emot i onal behavior of the 

("l e wcome r-s . Wi t hout an y doubts that the > vier-e be in g l"eJected by 

their br-e t hr-en , the Ea ster-n Eu rope a n Jews established the tr own 

1nst1 tut.ions . 

I n general, J ews bec~me more prosper o us e con om1c~ll y ano some 

be c ame a.ct 1 ve l l '> i n11 :ol ved° 1 n pol i t t c : . lo.I~ I f.;, r E and pt-11 la n throp 1 c 

33 
organ12~t1ons con t i nued to grow. Howe v er , t he patte r n or1 91na llv 

obser v ed from 1850 t o 1880 wa s more e v1 denti low l e vels o i r el 1g1 ous .. 
practice and 1?du c .:<t 1or1 1 t•Ji th high ra.. te ~ of 1n t erma.r r iage. The non _, 
Br1 ti sh J ewi sh 1mm 19rat1 on from 1880 t c 1920 w ~~ c ompose c o1 s 1~ t. 

pi:-rcen t from East"l" rn Eur op e .and t h 1r l .· p !? r cer1t f r o.-n qi? rrr.~n ., :-lm c ~t 

the comple t e re-ver..::e c•f the popul.at 1on .? rr1v1 ng f rom 1850 t r.:· iB8o.
3 4 

In 1921, the J£:-w1sh popu la t i on of Austre-l 1a wa.s ovel" 2 1 1 00 0 1 r-;:op-, 
r esent i ng 0.40 percent of the t otal population . The imba l a nce of 

- " s e xes that ~as one of the causes of mixed m3rr1ages imp rov ed by 

35 1921 1 w1 th more than 11. 000 male s · and mar ~ than lOJOOO fema l es. 

However-, r eports of that same year 1nd1cat ed that mi xed marr1age E 

cl lmbed to th i rt y percent for Jewish men and ha.lf OT that number 

f or Jewish women. Th is situation was further exac e rbated by the 

religious leaders, who d i scoura.ged conversion to Judaism. 

' Anti semi tic feel in gs in Austr-al ia were incr-eas ing par tii:ularl. 

as a result OT both the depression of the 1930s and the surge of 

national ism by the end of the centul" y .36 The national i st l c, e ven 

racist manifestat ions of Australian pol i c y we l"e not unc ommon 1n . 
some European countries at the tul"n of the centur y . In Austral i a 1 

the Jew i sh react ion was an increas i ng attempt to min imi ze d ist i nc-
. ' 

tiveness. More than ever, Jews saw their heritage onl y as a rel i gion 
"" 



without any nat i onal 1:t1c cle1ms. With the c•Jrre n t rac.1al anc nah.:ma l 

s e nsi t 1vi t y, t he Jewish est ab lishme n t sa•IJ the ti me as mo-:t i nop 

por tun e for Austral 1an J ewr y t o embrace the Z ion i st ideology , Their 

negativ e at t itude toward~ Zionism did not r ef lect an 1deolog1cal 

opposition to Zionism per s e but itrather refle c t e d thei r fe~r of 

endange ring ti-1e1r c•wn po$1t1on 1n nat1onc..l i st1c Australi2 .
37 
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endeavor b / Austral 1an Jews t o present themse lves as more Austral 1~n 

.3ch 1 e ved prom1 nence 1 n pol 1t1 ca. I ~nd other t:rlJb l i c ac t 1 v t 1.:-s . - r. e 

most e mi nent two e xampl e s of thi-: kind of achievement we ~e S ~ 

lEaac Jsaa cs and Si r John Monash . lsaacs, th e son of Pol s~ -bor~ 

1mm1grants , beca~e Chie f J us t t ee of tne Hi gh Cou rt of Au$tra l a 

and l a ter the f i rst native-born Go~ e rnor Ge n e r a l . Monash, whose 

p~.rent: were V11?nne-:;e imm i gran t s c•f Polish desc ent, •,.Jas the 

Commande r in Ch i ef of the Aus tralian Forces 1n World W?r I. 8oth 

l eade rs were invloved in Jewi sh a ff airs, ? nd wh il e ls&acs wa5 

s tro n g l y op pos e d to Zi on i sm, Monash became the fi rs t pr•sident 

o f the Z i onist Fede ra t i on of Au s t ra l ia . 

Al t hou g h th e off i c i a 1 inaugurat ion - o f the Commonwe a 1 t h o f 

Au s t r al i a t o ol< place o n J a nuary 1J 1901• t he que s t ion o f na t ional 

i de n t i t y was s t ill no t resol ve d , The situati on of Australia at 

t he be ginnin g of the c entu ry was on e o f isora ti o n and perhap'= this 

c ir c ums t a nce s u s tained t he Commo nwealth effor t t. o cop y e very t hi ng 

that r e f l ec ted the pattern and mode l p re se n ted by En g land . Ev e n t ual-

- l y , it was World War I t hat endeJAustra l la's isol ation . During 

that war Aust r al i an forces occu p i e d the Germa n c o lonie s o n New 

Gui nea a nd fough t together with t he Briti s h o n d ifferent battl e 

/0 

; 



~r~nts. Th9 same plic'? that was conquered o y t he Turks in 13 54, 

Gc..11 i pol 1 1 ''-'·3..S the ~ i te cif Anglo-Fr ench L rnd 1ngs in 1915, anc'. 

t n that •:err:::3. i 9n -=·orr:e 7600 A1;stral ian=. were ~1 1 l t-d -3.nd ~lmo~t 

20 1 000 we r'? wounde ~ . 

<i. t the er1d 

: ::immun 1 t 

r ~~ ltl· o f the tirne , 1t •.11 .:-sn ' t unt il the · n+· ,_ .. _ o:•f more Ea~t "?rn 

E Jropean ~ews and t he gr adual l oss cf po~e r :f t ~ e 8r 1t i sh J ew s 

"-t e l-"' d e r:::ce s l~ter that the faco;. of Austral 1a, ~ J e •JJ r y 1•i1:wld :\-i3 n .;e . 

It •:.ia:= ,jlJF. ': O the r~wccime rs from E.as tc-rn Eu r op ;:- th~t the A•.J=?~r :-.1. H l 

Z ion is t Ft- d erat i or1 .:.;..me intc• e x iste n•:e ir- 1·120 ~"' th Mona~.h .:..s 

president. Du e to the Balfour Oeclarat1cn t n l f1 7, Z1 o n1 sm was no 

lor1ger r'? J ected by those ~·Jho . unt i l that mome nt 1 sav.1 Z1on 1srn a..~ 

an utop l ar1 dream. Again, when the Br i t j -;h Mandate for· Pci. 1.:-st i,-. e was 

approv ed at the San Remo c onference i n 1~20 and late r con firme d b y 

the League of Nations 1n 1922, supporting Z1 or11 sm be-came mor· ,;. ac

ceptable for Austr alian Jews. Clearl y, p o l i t i c~l factors we r e more 

of an influe nce in Austral ia.n Jewr y/s approach to Ziar11sm ttn.n 

strong sympathetic i deo logies for a Jewish homeland. Therefore, 

it does not come as a surprise that when Br i tish and Jewish 

interests in Palestine clashed after 1929 , the old problem of 

na ti ona 1 conf l i ct i ng interests reappeared for Austr a 1 i an °h ws . 

1/ 
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the Jews ~f Au ~ tral ia. 

~ s t I .. c t '·. -? JI ;? :; .: ., t !- :. ~ 

gr_ound b egan tc <' rr 1v e on Aus.tr-3. l i ei.n sr1c1r i:- s rn re '.:.tiv e l i 1 m~·ort;r, ~ 

numbers . Aft e r l;,lorld L.,1.;~ 1 , Hid p~.rt i cu l .3 r l y aft<? r t he 3nt 1:.1?m1 t: 

dest i n?. t ion . How.;-ve r } ;., f t e r the Un 1 ted Sate s. c 1 ose•j 1 ts do•:•rs t o 

South e rn an d Easter n Eu rop ean i mmigrant ~ 1n 1924 2nd, after Josef 

F' il sudsKi staged his ccup d / et at in Polan d in 1s-•2,~ 1 Aus trali a a.p-

pe~red on the hor i z on a s a prom i sing star. Authors d i ffer &bou t 

the number o f Jews who entered Aus t ral la dur ing thos~ years : S . 

Rutland says that betwe~n 1926 and 1928, tt • • • up t c two t hous~nd J ews _,. 
en tered Aus tralia , "

39 P. Medding says that "Aust rci.11an .Jewry gre1" 

by some two thousan d pe r sons between 1921 and 1932 ." 40 The n Fw-

camel's. in fluence eJ .Jewish 1 i fe, creating ci.n upsur9~ rn .J,,.1JJ1 ~h c 1Jl tura. I 

ac tivit i es b y becom in g i nvolved in the f o rmat i on of new i nst i tut ons 

that r eflected thei r d iv erse interests: Yi dd i~h theat qe s, e x t en s ion 

of s ynagogue member ship , sports organ izations, etc: The ir compos i tion 

I z_ 
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refl e c ted Ort tiodox , 8und1~t, Poal;:- 1-Zion , Soc ia ~ 1 -:· 1 ;, r, = :ommun ·~t 

~e-ologies . Iri 1923 the Co•.rnc1 1 o f Jewish l.Jome n ,,, ; ~ cree: t ed . ir• 1c;-25, 

I 7 

a group of Zioni st 1t>2'.de rs but i..1<;s forct:d t o ce.as e •: publ 1c at 1c•n •r ...___, 

1931 
41 because c f t h e Depress i on . 

sp 1 te of s ame ~ ·: : 1 t ! ·J >;: de vt? 1 o pmen ts. the for· ce c•f 2 1 •:in i s :n 1 r. 

support e-d th": mov tment, we r e far f rom being a maJ or tv ~L t '1Ti €'. 

assi m1lat1on , And the concern of the establishment to a v oid an y s g· 

tha. t might be interpr eted b y t h e general popu l.eition :u c•:-r-14-'. J : ct1ng 

wi t h 8 r1 t 1sh cit1z~eship and i nterests . The Easte rn Euro~ean m1 g-

rat ion o f the 1920s was, numer i cal I/ s peaK1n g, not so importan t 

that it would change the patte r n of non-distinctiveness prac t i ced 

by th e esta bl i shed communit y . Moreover, there we re rest r ic tions 1rn-

posed by the Australian Government concerning the number of non 

Br i tlsh immigra~ ts , 43 ~nd the Jewish establ i shme nt w~s not at al I 

oppose d to th o se 1 imitati ons. A situation of car.fl i c t .::.rc1se on ce 

mor e fol" the Zionist and a.nt i -Z ionist Jews of Aus t r · ?l1~ a.s ~ i <: $U it 

of the re5tl" i ctive p olici es imposed by Britain with the "Wh i t~ 

. 42 



Paper" af 1930 . A proti:-:t ~oJ a.s held b)' the Zionists and t hcr tl"1E-

anti - Zionis ts public])- :ritic1::~d tr,e p ro '?st as no t :-?presenting 

the true fee 1 1 ngs of Au: tr~ 1 i 3n .Jewr · . 

1933- iS-48. 

~.nd forei gn pc•l 1c 1e s 1 v.• o;- ,jo find fc•r tho? first t1mi:- C•rgan i zed gr·oups. 

of right-wing elements that suppor ted fascist i deolog ies ~nd that 

tended to be f.j.nt isemit 1c . In tr: 1s r· e-spect, Austr a lia v.Jas : ·J-:t one 

mc•re country amor1g the Angl·='-Sax on co•Jntri es like tho:- United Sta. tes, 

Canada, England, and South Africa where antisemitism developed. 
~ ~ 

Although Australian a•.ithorities wef"'e sympat ~et ic to th.:- pr.ciblern of 

Jewish refugees, the usual immigration p oli c ies. were- n,ot cr1anged 

dul"'ing the cr•.ici~l years, and l.,ih en those pol icies did change, i t 

was a~ready too late for the v ast majol"'ity who tr ied ~o escape from• 

Europe. Beca.use of their acute sense of the necessit y for pol i tic2.l 

• cf ' tl ion, Austr.al j.~ av'oided :fc1rWdrding an y complains tc• thi:- Germc.n 

.~1'. t j e~, ma. in ta in i ng the pr in c i p 1 e o .. f ,.. non-in terfel"'ence in other 

'\. ) 
coun't,ies 1 affairs. The general press' of Austral i a openly pl"'otested 

a
1 ~' ~-Jew1· s .. , the .~~ " l egislation ~mposed by the Nazi l"'egime and the-



refugee s 1n their 1:.nd, the s i tu.:d1 c1n wa~ se>?n quite dtffer·enth- , 

t <:oome ,Je•"'s .ond n1::in-.Je1J.1:. al ,·i.-e. ln Jodd i r1c.r1 to the anl13em 1 t : 

~rcpaganda of r ight-wi ng groups, there w2s? very tan9 1Dl& fe~r of 

comp et i tio:-· <i.r.d 1...ner-p·c,'ment product-db: the Depressi o :-1 '.•Jt.1 :" -:t,..or,g-

l , 3 ff e ct~ d Au~ tr c 1 "'. 

:mmv· I t ' . I t S•:JU 91"1 t t C• It .? e p ~ 1 ow :: r c - ' , .,. I 

city , and presen~e: the M•ni~ter of the Inter i or a memor~n du~ on 

Due to an improvement 1n the ec onomic s1tua t 1on, a more fl~ x1bl e 

position w&s in~t i tuted i n 1936, after the Nuremberg Laws were 

promulgat ed. 44 Two y ears later , 1n Jul y of 1938, at the Ev1 an Con 

ference cal l ed by President Frankl In D . Roosev e lt, Austr3 l 1 ~ s 

representat ive, T . W. White, the Minister of Trade and Cu~toms, &G -

nounced that hi~ countr y would not furth e r increase its ~uota for 

refugees . A new turn occurred again i n November 1938 , wh'n th~ 

Aus tral Ian Government of Pr ime Minister l lyons dec ided to re v iew 

imm igration pol ic1es. On December 1 , a quota of 15,000 re fuge~s 

over a period of three years was announced .45 Th is sign1f 1 ~d ~n 



.ncrease of almost t11.io hundre d percent o·-· e~ th e previous 1,20{1 

3rrive d in Austral 1a in 1939 1 represerd 1n9 mor· e th.an twent y percent 

of th e total i mm igra t ion to Austral i ~ f or that year and f or t r pe r -

cent of the nan - Br1 ti sh 1mm1grar.ts, Desp i te the grave s1tua: 1o n 

·:·f E•Jropean Jews, most Austr.;1 ian .Jew~ f:. .. ored a contr·ol lec Im-

,.. 
ted ti:• the persec ute d Ge- rman .Je11Js :..t tt"1e '.Tl•:iment of t1"1e1r· .:o.r 11v ;i l 1n 

trams . Modula t e y our v o i ces . Do not make yo urse lf con~-

p 1cuc•us an ywh e r>? b y walking with 3 grc•up of p.:-rsons. al· 

of whom are l oudl y spe~k i ng 1n a foreign language ... 

Remember that the welfar e of the ol d-est.:-.bl i shed 1..l et,J i sh 

commun i t y 7n Australia as well as of every migrant depend~ 

on your person al be havior . J e ws collectively are Judgej ~s 

indivi duals. You personal ly have~ grave responsab1l 1t y ,•~6 

Needless to say , the establ ished commun i t y c., l so e xpected t>-1e refrJgees 

to a d j us t immed i ate l y to Australian ways of 1 i fe, manners ?nd 

customs . 

The outbreak of World War II in September 1939 , stepped the 

r efugee immigration. The ch an ges in Australia's pol i c y , wh i ch pro-

duced more flexible l a.ws increaslng.the number s of refugees to be 

saved from Nazi persecution, came too late for mi 11 i ons of Jews . 

,.. 
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As a r esu l t of th e ev ent s th~t o c c urre d duft1ng th e de c ade of 
. -$--

1930 ~n d o f Wor I d l-Ja r I I 1 Aus t r a 1 i a n soc 1 e b er t ere d 1 n t o ?. :i e v 

era, an d so d i d the J ew ish communit y , For t he l~ t t er , t he un ~ - p ec-

t~ d i mp ac t o f th ou~a nds of n o n - Br i t ish Jews who a rr i v e d a fte r Wor : d 

. d t'- f t • • t - 1 4 7 
W:; r I l an , 1 e e x i:· e r 1 e r. c e o::• an . 1 ~em 1 1 ~rn 1 n Au s t r a 1 a 

m.o. i rr f .; c t or s . 

On De c t-mbe r 17 , 1c·4 2 , it became p ublic :i.nd o ff ic 1.:. l t h a t ~I':.;, 

u-,;. ~ -=- ~0:1u t t hr ee m . l i r . -. -

abr aga.tron of t h >? Mc C••:Jn a l d Whr t e Pa p e r o f 1937 :;nd for 1Jrd im1 -;"° ·~. 

f r ee 1mmrgr at 1on t o Pa l esti ne . 

Th er e :i. r e t w o l ~por tant el ements which a id 1n e x p l afn 1ng tne 

: 1t u ?- t ion o f Aus tr:..li a n Je ~vr ;•,,.at th~. t t i me . F irst , open .:r- it c1 :;r 

o f t h e po l1 c 1es o f t h e Br i tish M~n date f o r Pa i es t in .:- v.i a s ) f or 

man y ,;,_ sign o f d i sl r.::i y a l t y t oward s the Emp il"' e . Second , Z 1on isrri 

was prese n t e d f or fii e f i r~ t t ime o.s an i d e o l ogr for 1.ih i c h .Je•Ats 

in Aus tr .a 1 i a s h a u 1 d "Stand- Up a nd be cc••Jn ted . " Dur 1 ng t he--1 ~ st 

quar te f"' of 19 4 3 a no t or i ous deba te arose between Isaac I saac s a n o 

Jul i us Ston e , b o th o f th em Jew i s h , c oncerning Z i o n i sm . Isa a cs w.:. ~ 

o n e o f t ht- most di s t ingu ished per- son al it i es of Au s t ra.1 i a. a nd , a s 

me n t i o ned befor e 1 its f irs t n a t i v e - born Gov ernor GE< n e ra l . ~: ton '? 

wa s a h i gh Jy . r ec b g n i ;ted s ch olar wh o ·=~.m e from New Z1? a.l a r1d 1n 19 4 2 

a ft er be i ng a p p oi nted Prof e ssor of In t e rn at i ona l L aw an d Ju r i s -

prudence a t the Univ ersj t y of Sy d ne y . Th e vJr i t ten d ebate t r1 ,:..t t oe~ 

' 
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p1ac12- between them S>'mbolizes the f in ed defeat of the old Jev•r:h 

of the commun1ty49 and the defense of Z1cn1sm m~de by Stone, 

togeth'?r with the u<:e of i t made t•>' Zii:m 1~. t - or 9a.ni£ations, b r•:iug;->: 

.:bout a more sympath>?t 1•: a ttitude b v tr1e Au<:tre-1 ia.n Go•Je r nm.:-nt t: 

':h F. Jewish cla i m of~- h.:.m.:lc-.nd ir1 P:- lestin e .50 Th<1,t po<: i t1 1_. e at-

t12-nt1on i:amE to f r· u• tic·;- \\l h e n, in i-:-47, [Ir. Herbert V . Eva tt, 

~ -·, - ' ,_,.,. 

of t h >? V i c t or i ec. n s t a t e Pa r 1 i a.me n t f r- c•m l ? 3 2 t o l 9 5 2 an d Sp e a o< e ,. 

frcm 1950 to 1952.52 
Although it 1s true that b>··ttHd t1m12-, ~. r.t · -

Zionism within the Jewish communit y was not the rule an yrnor~ r.· -: ~· .:-r-

theless Crown's assertion se-ems .e.ome- vJh~t 1;nr· t?ei. l istlc . W. D. Rub.;-fl -

st .-:-1n ' s re-search suggests that ant1-Z1onist feel lng was str•::.ng 

enough to result ' in thl? publicat i on of -3. new:.paper as late,<35 Jur, .;; 

:947 .
53 

The list of pe ople involved was l arger th-3.n thrE-e peop l~ . 
and most of them, if not all of - them, were prominent, w 9 al th y Je~s . 

The important pd i n t, however, is tha. t the y represented the 1 ast 

attempt b y a distincti v e British oriented Jewish grou p to d icta~~ 

-
the policies of Australian Judaism before it finally succumbed 

IJ' 
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the tens of thousand af t er World War II. 

A<: 2 r esul t of pre-!~Jc..r and pc•st-War 2rr 1'-' a.l: of r-1:fug~e s ;..nd 

i ntern a t ional meetings t~ ~ol v e the ir- ur~ent request~, the Aus-

tral i ar, .Je 1~11sh c c•mm un1 t.. vJ a~ nc•t iso late d .;..n ./mor· E-. At the s.:-Jr1e t 1m-:-, 

Austrcl i-~ n soci et y vJ ;: ·:r;.::<.nging p r·ofaund '., . Th;:- -:- 1 i t1sm of pre-War 

f ·:<r i t ·s ovm 1dent 1 t v . 

On May 15 , 1948, Dav i d Ben - Gurion dec l ared Israel an independe r t 

s t ate. Australia ' s r ecognition was de layed as the result of Sri tish 

pressure an d of f i cial recognition came orl y on January 29, S949 . 55 

Although Dr. Evatt was sympathetic to I~rael ~~en before its creat ion, 

the status of Jerusalem rema i ned a p rqblem . Aus t ral la ' s pos ifion, 

as e x pressed by Dr. Evatt, was that Jerusalem had to be international-

ized as s tated in t[1e Ul'l dec i sion of November 1947 . Inter·nc.1 pol i ti •:.;i l 

interests vJi ·thit{) Australi a prob~b1Y wer-e ta.Ken Into account since 

1949 w.as a year of. e 1 ec ti ons i n Austral i ~ and the Catholic vote 

woul d b~decisi ve . Needless to say, the Catholic Ch urch fc.'.!01;.;ed .. 

{ -, 



. 
ly 1 against a Jewi sh state, and strongl y opposed tp Jewish . 

control ov'? r tho? holv plo..ces :: 0 f Chr1st l an1b In th i:- l :o<r1d of 

Isr~e l. I n 1$'4~·, i:lection3- 1n Au~tr~l rG< wer-: v.ii:::.-. b~ the Liberal s 

o v e r Je r us&lem w2s no t recognized . 

l on g t,;.rrn cc1 n sec:, .. .:- rc-?: ~-1,:.: ~implement~t •on CJ~ tr, -= ,j :. .. r ·: c•-.:: cl 

-s :-stem : i t r- ~ce 1•• .:-d ~ f2 1 ~1 v'~·sit lv e- r Esp onse n i 'e ltoowr ne ~ = 

f i nd room to cont i nu e the i r d isputes, this time ~ egbrd 1 ng the 

funds cc be allocated for the bui l ding and main~~na~ c e o f the 

schools. The funds, wh ich were given as a r esu lt of an agreement 

with the Claims Confe r ence, wer e mostl y d irect e ~ t o Melbourne~ 6 

From a rel igiou: p•:iin t of vi ew, both th.:i Orthodox and L i beral 

branches of Juda i sm grew and sci did the confl ic-:s b etween th em. 

However, ~. more palpable consequence of this gr ow th ~v~s the f 1n? 1 

decc-.y of power of the we 11 e~tabl i shed congr·eg~-: 1 on~ such a~. th>? 

Gre~t Synagogue 1n Sydne y ~nd the St . K1ld~ Hebr ew Conyregat •on 

' 
in Melbourne. Th i s fact was further strengthened with the arrival 

of new Jewish immigra~ts, the vast majority of ~hem were not of 

English de seen t. 

Final l y, t he situati on generated in the earl y 1950s by the 

2-c 
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Austr~l 1<on 9 011 e rnnoent 1 s pol 1c1.:--: ro:-gard 1r1g the :.b::•::;r ~1c·r ·:· f '3erm3.n 

immrgri'nts •n Au~tr~l 1~ s hould be 
. 2ll 

men t r •:in , as ••) o:- 1 1 

Stor e y , Ch2, : rman of t h e lmrri 1 gr~t 1 orr P l a.nr11n g Counc il =:t~ted tha t 

e x -members of the Naz i P :; ·~~ : hoJl d not necessar 1l· ~e e : l uded 

T h e p, ~ns r:i f tr:e 

::. c • : tar t e d T--:. i • >JV• 1 - . ; t t-. ~ 

en d of l·'or l.j t 1:-r 11 :-· :1 •J -:-r -:- ::ir : -o- t ho:-n o ppo;.ed b.· :h o:- .Je . 11 : i-. c •:irr -

' - I.::..- -..!. 1 ,..... -- . I ~• 

. J '? V.t r ,. 0 u b l ·: • ~ =· p - ':: = ~ :; : ..: f c I :; 1 p :) . I .: I e : C•.:. ' - : ; = :- - --, :- .. ~ . 

p~.rtie s, o : ,, ,~ 1 · 6S ' h o:- 9 er11?r ::l popul.a. t 1on and t he me-d i :- fa.vored 

57 
the gov ernment's p rogr~m . T h e arguments of 't he .Je'-' ' ::h communi t y 1 

al though understood , were rejected b y t he gouernme n :. Ar agre ement 

wi t h West German y was s i gn e d 1n 1952, and the fo l l owing · ear s ~ 

total of 50,000 Ge rmans arr iv ed to Austral i a . ' 

l.Jh 1 1 e the 

government's 

Jewi sh leadership was tr yin g t o i nflue n~ e 

( ' de~i¢io~ regar ding German 1mm1grat1on , ~ con fl 1 ·= t 

exploded 1n Melbourne betwe~ n M. AshKanasy , preseid~~t of the ~CAJ 

and the VJ BD1 an d th e Je-wish Cot.Jni:il t c• Combat Fasc i sm ,;.,.-,d r:\nti 

' Semi t 1 sm : AshKanasy charge d the Coun c i I v,1 i th h~rm 1 ng thE- pos 1 t • o r1 

of the JH•l ish commu n i t y du e to 1 ts Commun ist ) 1nl<s ;.nd i d e logi Es . 

He pr oposed the cre a t i on o f a new Public Rel a t i ons Committee which 

would excl u de r-epre s e n tati v e s of t he .Je"'lsh Co unc 11. Fo l l owing th.;. 

21 



defeat of h is motion A~hkanasy r esign ed as p r es ide nt - - --A ~CA: 

.:.ga in <: t Cornr.nJn1<:t c:cunt.r i es . Thu : , 1 ~. ;951 , ~ r c:solut10; ': ::· ~· r •'.) test 

l ·C·r n j c5~1 .. h-: C fj •j r1 - i. ' , . <: 

= s;, fT I ; l. - _;, .. ·~m the - - - '"· - ' . - I :0. - ·• '::' f_J ... ' 

r=·2r t r. th t? ._T .;.( ~I : ·=··Jr. c = 1; _ • .;.r .• j.:- ,j ;c t I v I L 
~ I It : ·:: - :<r:d - ·- - •. =· -

.. 

un •::!.;.rrr.1 n .;. .;,-.. ct, : :-ic .:- : 

of _succ ess re ga rding th.;. camp~ 1gn to O?p o<:e Ge r man i mm ~ -a t 1 on t c 

sp e nd 1 n rt b / Ash kanas~ might h a ve help to 

-. .any 

case, b y thE- 1950s ended a long e ra, of 1 nt:ention~ l non - ::'. 1 ·~t i nc t i •1 -

n e s s u r g e d s i n c e t"h e e c. r l y d c. >' s of E: r 1 t. t sh - Jew i $h p r e <: e n : e 1 n 

Austral i 2: , 

' · 
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CHAPTER .2 . 

THE JEWS OF BRAZIL. FROM 1500 TO THE 1950s . 

• 



1500-1624. The Begin~ing. 

During the XIV and XV centuries, the knowledge of a numbe r o~ sc i ences 

( medicine, for e xample ) was, if not f or bidden, at lea.st. hindi;.red +or 

Eu r opean Jews . As~ result , Jews who were interested in e ~ pand 1 ng the ir 

horizons, looked for studies with easier acces3 such as mathematics and 

cosmograph>', f undarnerital for maste ri ng the .;.r t of s-~1l1n9. 1 This rt?sul -

ted in a numbe r of Jews becom ing ve ry important for some Eu r ~pea n 

pm.ve-r:. 1n t h~ir m.;i.r 1 time ,;idventures . 

V.lhen the Pc1rtugu '? s e ..;dm 1ral Pedr o Alv3r· i;-~ Cabral 3rr •·ed 1 ~ ~-: ·.1 -:- ~-

2 
1500 at what t.:id.:. ,, 1 s Kno\.<m as Braz 1 1 , ~ t - 2 :-st one per ; on - : . .Je ·•11 -: h 

3 Gasp a r da G~ma, was par t o f 

h ad been abducated rn lndia b y some of h i s fellcw-count· ,me r ~n d ~hen 

navi gation and soo n became a fa vo r ite of Dom M~nuel I, ~1 ng of Portug3J 

The disc ov e ry of the new land was not g iv en much 1 mport~ nc e by D. l1 3nu e l 

wh o wa5 more in terest ed in the precious merchandise of th e lnd1&~ . Ho~-

ever, he did no t h e-=: 1 t.ate in ,-:<.ccept ing tt1e propos.:o. l of .o.noth~r cc.r1v ert, 

4 
Fernando de Noronha, to lead a group of new Chr i stians to co l ont = e a nd 

e xplore the recentl y d i scovered land. Once there 1 the group be gan to 

e xport wood to Portugal from a tree Known by the local abor igi nes as 

" Pau-Br~sil" and which was particularl y suitable to be used 1n the 

staining of te x t i I es. The new 1 and became Knmvn a~ Braz 1 1 ( "Brasi 1 '' in 

Portuguese> &fter ' fhe name of this tree. 

The p~riod from 1500 to 1570 was a time of increas in g -:-m igrat i on from 

Portugal to Brazil and of integration of new Christians i n t o the econom rv: 

• 1 i fe of tt-1e new 5 land. The f"el igious persecution that was shak ing part s 

of the European continent was a major motivating factor for J ews to 

search for another and more secure place to settle . The "S&nta 
' 



Inquisi~ao" <Holy Inqu i s i tion > had been 1rdluen tial in Port u·~al since 

the union between the crowns of Spaln and Portugal w ith the marriage 

of Ma.nuel I with the Infanta 1'1c.-.r1.a 1 daughter- of "the Ca.thol 1c 1<1r1 g~" 

Fer-nando and Isabel Manuel. who became King M~nuel in 14-;·5 a.f tel' 

succeeding Joao II, declar-ed that Jews h~d to leave the countl'Y before 

1497, othe r-wise 
6 

the >' vJou 1 d bo:- fo rc ed to con vert. In l 53c· , ~>-1e "Tribunal 

de\ Santo Oficio" ( Tribunal of the Hol f Offic e of the Inqu1~ 1 t1on) wa~ 

est.:<.bl ished in Por-tug~l. Hciw o:-ver, the f i r st "a.uto da. fe 11 1n the colon/ 

the Inqu is ition i n 8raz1 I was abso l ute ly umpop ul ar . The new Chr15tfans 

of the Hol y· Office, whose "1,•is 1ts of inspection" continued until lcti:· . 

By 15c.7 1 tl-n? flov.1 of em1gra.nt-:-pro?sumi<bl:- mo-s. tl y conver;o~.-from 

Portugal to 8 !'az1l became a concern f or the Portuguese authorl tie~ 

because 1t created a lack of balance 1n the Portuguese econ omy .8 Thi~ 

can be attribtJited to the fact tha. t tt-11? cc•nversos , and th1:?ir fam1l1es, 

were i nvolv e d in man y enterprises, such as the construction cf ships 1 

exportation, impol'tation, and tra.de i n gene-r-a.1. Their dep~rt ur- o? 

resulted in a lack in manpowe r and problems in the fluidit ~ •:i f the 

na t 1ona1 tre asure. Fifty y e ars 1 a tet- , by 1624 J the popu 1a. t1 on of 

Brazil had a bout 50,000 Europ e ans, of whic h a la.rge per·centage - i f 

not the maj or ity- ap p ears t o have been new Christians . Regdr •::Jing 

their o: c upa. t i o ns, they owned sugc..r pla.ntations, were importers, 

t t d t t d 1 . t9 expor ers, ra ers , poe s,_wri ers, an a so pries s. 

1624-1654 . The Dutch Co nque s t . 



-

JI 

The Du tch presence 1n Brazil-restr i cte d t.o the northern ter-

r1tor i e~-made It possible t o open l y practice Judaism . Th1Js, .Jew~ 

became an importan t part of t he economv and be gan organ i zing th~msel-

ves as a communit y . 

Johan Maurits Van Nassau, who was &ppointed Governor General of 

Brazil 1n 1 ~37 1 created a f•el 1ng of s .: c urit y for the 1nhab 1 tant~ of 

the new 1 and. The Jew: 1;,i er· e a ccepted a:. su ch e v e-r· ;'where , eul? n 1 n '-t"1e 

army . Ma nY new Christians were c1rcumc1sed and returned to t he i r 

or i 91nc-. l fa ith . In 1642, Ra bbi Jsaac Aboa.b da F ·~n-:eca and a<. scho l ;; r 

t o a reque5 fr om the J ew1 ~h c ommunrt ~ 11u1ng 1n the nort he rn t e r -

1n the ~r e.a: "21J r Israel" 1n Recife and "Hague n Abra.ham" 1r1 M.?.ur1:1a.1 1 

In Januar y 1654 1 the Du t ch were de feated b y the Portuguese. The 

Jews fought together wt th the Dutch and many of them d i ed in bal t" e . 

The terms of surrender, del 1vered on J;..nu3.r Y 2c·, 1654 1 stated th2• 

the Dutch and the Jews we re to leav e the countr v i n a per iod of t hre• 

months. The expulsion incl•J ded all Jews, e v en those l1v.ing 1n cit i es 

wh i c h, prior t o the Dutch defeat , were of Portuguese domin ion ; among 

t hese cities were Rio de Jan e iro and Sao Paulo . Most of the Jews 

em i grated t o Amsterdam, 12 the Caribbe an Islands, ~nd the United S t ates. 

1654- 1808 . The Co l onial Period. 

t 

Afte r th e ir victory aga in s t the Dutch , an d t he e xpulsions , the 

· I Portuguese began t o Re rsec ute n e w.Chr is tians, who were viewed susp i cious-

ly . As an outcome of their e xpuls ion s and persecut ions , the economy 

o f Braz i l was i n a dep l orab le state . More than a Brazil ian problem, 



.... 
the economic issue was consi dered a problem for Portugal ' s powe r and 

ec onomy . Thu·:.- although 1t tooK som& t1me-1n 1773-.4, under the influer1ce 

of the Pc•rtuguese repre~&nta t 1ve to Braz il! Ma.rq•Jes do Pc0rnbal, a 

royal decree proclaimed ~quality between new and old Chr 1st1ans .1 3 The 

d&-cree- ' s reform<: wer· t- designed t:o 1mpr ovo? the Brci.z 1l 1?,n econom:v, ci.nd 

to re&stabl 1 sh U1e commerce betvJeen Portu.;;ia. 1 a.n•j •it s Sou th-Amer i ca.n 

colon y . Li.Ji th tho:- end of persecution s, the 1 ast rnarrei.nos t/J h o 11 v e d 

In 8r? Z1i 3.S<:im i la. ted completely and a. l m•::ist no clear tr .3.c.:- can be 

' In 180 7, Fran c e invaded Portugal and the dethroned Portuguese 

royal famil ~ fled to Braz i l . 

l808-188t;'. Tr-1e- Irnper 1a,l F"er1od. 

I n 1815 Br·azil declared itself an independent empire. Ha1,41ever· , it 

1.<1a~ not until 1822 that Brazil becc..ri'1e independent of Portugal . In 

that year a new constitution , wh i ch among other things declared 

1 4 
freedom of worship , was promulgated in Ip1ranga, Sao Paulo. Fr om 

1822 on , Jews bega n to arrive once more in Braz il . Th i s time thi:> 

"first" syn agogue was establlshed in Belem tn 1824 and named "Sha ' ar 

HaSharn.;..im. 11 15 An other congregation, lsr·ael i te .Associa t ion "She l 

Guem i l ut Hassadim," 16 soon fol lowed in Rio de Janeiro . A few years 

later, in 1848, a new stream of European i rnm i gr<o.nts poured i nto 

B~az il , due to the state of i nsecur i t y prod uced by a numb&r of 

revolution s in \he Europe an cont i nent. 

In 1889 , wi th the abdication of emperor Pedro II, Braz il wa ~ 

proclaime d a republic. 



From 1889 on. The Repub l 1c Per- iod. 

In 1889 3 lar-ge 1mm 1gration of Jews frc•m Ea<Etern Europe we n t to 

the United States, South Africa , Canad& , Argentina, ~nd some i lso 

found the i r v.1.;.y to Braz il . Two year"s later, 1n 1891 1 the firs t at-

tempt t o create a Jewish agricultural colony 1n Brazil occurred wh e n 

the "Deu t sches Central Comitee fGr die Ru ss1sc hen Juden" sent Osw&ld 

with the 8raz:1l1.E<.n gove rnment. The repl'esent~ti v es of thi? gov-:-r-nrn1?nt 

welcomed the praJect .:inij Box ~r sent positi ve ri:>por ts to the "Ceim1t ;;- e . " 

Howe v er, the 1Jne xpected dea.th of .Boxer due t.:• >e l lcM fe v rr 1n 185'2, 

left the pr.o,1ect trunc~ted .17 

In 1891, the .Jewish Colonization Associat ion ( JCA ) wa.: est~. bl 1sh e •j 

1n London . A ph1lanthrop1c organization 1nit1ated with cap ital produced 

from Baron Hirsch, 1 t oriented new Jewish immi grants 1n Amer ica and 

tr fed to help in the formation of agr icultural colonies. In ~outh 

Amer i c a 1 t h e f i r s t J CA co 1 on i e s we r- e f o u n de d 1 n Ar g e n t i n a i 8 r ~ z i 1 • •:t n l I' 

came to the Association ' s a. ttention i n 1904 ,
18 

vJhen thirt y-s~ven families 

from Bessarabia settled in Santa Mar-i a, south of Brazil. The new colony, 

called Phillipson, was established near- the railroad that was being 

bu it by the Belg i ans, but it met with d i ff iculties from th~ ou t s e t . 

Even after the pog roms tha t l"az e d Bessarabia in April of 1903, only a 

small number ~f Jews wer-e in te rested i n going to Brazil, and almost 

n9ne had experience i n agriculture nor f inancial means to support them-

selves. Also several other r easons seem to have contribu1ted to the 

colon y's fai~ure~ among them : rapi d turnover of administr-at1or1s 1 and 

a lack of proper instruction a nd pl anning in matter-s related to 

a.g r i cu 1 t u r e once th e new i mm i gra nt s we re in Br-az i 1 , as we 1 l as inadequate 



funds from the JCA . Desp1 t e t he 1 imi t e d chances of success, $2',nt..a 

Maria offered good prospect s for those who worKed as peddlers and 

artisans o-n d 1 as a result, less and less care was d i rect <E- d to the 

a.gricultural goals of the colon y , which fin.all y brought about 1 t ·s. 

desintegration. 

Despite t he e- normous diff i culti e s of the Ph1ll1pson Colon>, th<: .JCA 

di?cided 1n 1904 t o 3 cq u 1re more land; th13 time 1n an a.r e ~ l<nown as 

• 
Quatro lrmaos , located north of Rio Grande do Sul . Again, not man ) had 

much fa.1 tt-1 1 n Braz 1 1 . Hc•we v er, in 1915, <. group of l , 678 peop 1 e ar·r i v ed 

at the Ou.3tr-o I rma.cs Colon>-. The prob l em<:: th.:- Ph 1l lipsc•n Colon y t •a tt l ed 

repeated themselves an d as i r esult , the 1mm 1gran t s were put to war~ 

1n the constr•Jction o f houses or- r· ece1 v ed mon~ v d1rectlv f r om the JCA. 

The contir1ucit 1on of t.Jorld t,.,ta.r l until 19 18 brought to a fin.al .:n d an r 

hope for t he succ essful continuation of t he colony . On th e o t her hand , 

the JCA hel pe d the immigrants fin d new pos$ib il 1 tie~ in R io Gran d e do 

Sul, Ur u guay, and Argentin a. Onl>· a f ew fam1 l1 .:s remaine d i n thoe> c olcr.- 1 

working 1n the fiel d s, raising ca t tle an d ot:h <? r 11v e~tocK . 

Wh il e a gr·1 cu l tu r al c olon y proJ e c t s f a. i le d , life in the c ities b e came 

mor e a tt rac t ive. Jews s ett l ed ma i nl y in R io d e Janeiro , Sao Paulo , Po r t o 

Alegre and some i n Bahi a and other northern cities . T he J ews wh o a r r- lve d 

b e fore and i mmed i ate l y after World War I cam~ from a n organi ze d Jewish 

1 i fe i n Eas tern Eur ope and wa n ted to cont i n u e that organi zati on i n the 

new l and, among other reasons t o a v o i d f eel in g s o f isolation i n a 

' l and wh ich seemed so d i stant from t h e rest o f th e world . 

Regard i ng the number of Jews 1 i v i ng i ·n Braz I 1 a t the b e g 1 nt1 I ng of the 

XX c entury , t h ere 1.AJere s li ghtly over BOO, b u t i mmed i a tel y a f t e r War Wor· ld 

began we fin d about s ,ooo.19 

• Sao Paulo 's Jewi sh c ommunit y was e s t ab l ished i n 1897. Mau r i c i o Kl ab i n 



(1860-1927) bec-ame one of the most 1mporta.nt-1f n•:it thE most important-

Jewish personal •Y tn the city, A weal th y and involved Jew , appointed 

"Rash-Ha.Kahal", he was of vital importanc e 1n the establ 1shmen t of TemplE 

qBeth-El" and the .Jewish cemetery in Vila Mar i <ona. 20 In 1916 1 Ezra, a 

soc1et)' to help the- p•:>or, wa s est.;..bl 1sho?d b y Je-ws from 8essarab 10.. 1t 

al$C assrsted in registerrng immigrants , affere-d cl asses in Portuguese 

and, due to the high number of people coming from Europe wi th tubi:rcu lo.51'$ 

1n Sao Jose do~ Campos, 1 n th~ :.1Jbur·b<: 
21 

of S:<.C• f'3u 1 o . 

In the north of tht- country , 1n add1 t 1orr to the S•Tr-3gi:igue founded in 

1~:24 b/' Sefard1c .. To? l'-''= from hlorth Afric.:<, sma. 11 communit.i ... -:. l•J>?r e e'::.tab l 1sh-

ed by Jews who c~me from Morocco, ~nd <- secon~ s~n igogue was estab l 1shed 

In 8e l ?rn 1n 1889 .
22 

Before the 1920s 1 the Sef<ord1c communit y cf 8-?lem 

h:. •j 1 ts own ch~r 1 t. > or9aniza.t1on~ and soctal clubs. A few sm~ l 1 1 

Sefard i c commun1 lies wer e also founded 1n Amazonai b> 1mmi gr?nts ~ho 

came towards ~he end of the n1nete e~th centur y . 

In Rio de Ji~ e1 ro , the first 1nd1cat1on of the communty li fe of Jews 

who came from l>J.:stern E•Jrope wa s the foundation of their own c..-me~er_,· 

in 1873 . 23 Howe ver , there was no continuity I n the development of the 

Jewish community at this stage, in part due to n1e1r small number-there 

were about 200 
24 i n 1890~, ~nd because of their ind if ference to Jewish 

commune;. 1 1 i fe. 

With the end of World Wa.r I in 1918 1 there wa.s a significant growth 

in the Jewish population of Baz il due to a new w-3ve of i mm i grants. Most 

of the Jewish institutions which e xi sted at that time could be categor i zed 

as organizat ion~ dedicated ~o assisting the poor (" lnst 1tu3oes Ass1sten

c:iais de A.mparo") . The y were run b y members of prom inent and weal th y 

famil ies, Thu-=-, for example, in Sao Paulo, M. Klabin founded the 11 Socieda

de Cemiterio I srael ita" in 1923.
25 

This society was to become ,the 



def int t1ve organ12at1on for the burial of the dead 1n th.;;t. c1 ty . 

Activities related to h e lping the poor were also organized by women ' s 

leagu es , t.he first being th e "Sociedade Beneficiente das Damas Israel ttas" 

<Ch arit y Society of Jewish Women), which wa5 founded 1n 1°15-16 . Among 

others, there vJa.s the "Sociedade Got-:. de Leite" <Drop of 11 1I K Societ y> , 

sponsored b v the 8na1-Brith, ~nd the "Fundacao La.r de- Cr 1~nca Israel 1 t~" 
/ I 

<Home for Jewi sh Children Foundit1 on> for the care of orphan5 and children 

. . 26 
whose fam1l 1e-: ~..i~r -.. unable to otfer thi:im a proper en •1 1ronment." 

The f l r$t 21an1 ~t manifestat i o n 1n Br~zil dates from ~s ea~l y as 1001 , 

1..ihen a. letter - arid 150 franc<E--fr om the "Hebr·ew Coloro>·" 
. I 

11.:..n 1 core, 

Congress. The Je v11 sh community of Manicor: asked to be kept i nformed OG 

al l matters rel2ted to Zion ism .
27 

In the- cities the Ztc•n1st movement 

1nlt1ated i ts activities in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo almost at the 

same ti me. 1?13-1'1 . Howev e r , it was 1n Rto de J.;.ne iro-Bro.z il'-::. capital 

until 1960-th~t the Zionist, although rela t ively few tn number, were 

to be rnor l? or-gan1zed and influent ial . In Rio it was through Jacob 

Sch n ei de r~ who weo.s bol"n i n Be ssarabia and c ame t o Brazil as c.n adole s -

cen t , that Z ionism was organ ize d . A self-taught J ew , he was on e of the 

foun ders of the f 1 rst Z 1 on i st gl"oup in Braz i 1 , named "Ti fere t Z i on, 11 1 n 

28 
1913 . Th ~ begin n ing act ivi t i e s of the group were mainl y rela ted to 

fu ndrai s in g ef fort s in Ri o de Janeiro an d the inland cities on b ehalf 

of t h e "Keren Kayemet Lelsra,el .'' ~owever, wh e n World War I be gan, t he 

Brazi l ian g overnment s u s pended a ll c ultura l a c t ivi t ies which•h a d 

f oreign c o nnec t'1 ans , amon g them ,z ion i s t me et i ngs. 

I n 19 16 1 r e p rese n tat i ve s o f t he Joi nt D istr i b u t ion Commi t tfte <JDC> 

came t o Braz 11 in or der to co l l ect funds f r om -Jews for victims of the 

war . "Tiferet Z ion" asKed that par t of th e funds coll ecte d b y t he JDC 
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be gi v en to the WZ O since the Jewish community did not have th~ 

financial capabi 1 i ties to contribute to two campaign s . After stron g op-

p osition f rom the JDC, the two groups came to an agreement and some 

funds were given to the WZO through 
29 

"T' fer e t Z 1 on • '' 

Once the war was ov er, in 1918, Zionist acti1,1it 1es w.,.ro? of f i c 1all" 

reinitiated . Once the "Bal four Declaration" was promulgated, 8ra:: il ian 

Z ioni sts sent a note-throu g h an Engl 1sh diplomat-~o tt"1e En9l ish 

gov ernment e x press ing their recogn1t1on ~nd gr~ t i t ude . 30 Br the time 

er1ded 1n Novembe r 1"='18 . it seems t hat the suspension of Z 1on1 st de-

t1vities , altr1ough :till off i c i o.1, w.;s no.t strongl y en+c•rced . Fur· th e r -

more 1 th i s conclusion seems to be ~trengthened by the f~ct ~ ~at the 

Braz i 1 1 an Congre s<E c-ppr•:'.'ved a motion of :.ymp~ t:h>' and SIJppor t fo r th e 

D l 
. 31 ec arat1on; al though 1 t is diffic1Jl t ta know to 1.A1hat e x t.:> rt , the 

"Ti feret Z i on" group may be credited as hav i ng had a certa1n.1nfluence 

1n that dec ision . Hm\lev.er, "Ti fer.et Zion" was not the onl ·,.. Zionist 

acti1.1e group. In fact . as Ha i m A vn1 suggests, 11 Z1on1sm 1n Brazil ga ined 

an impressive public pos iti on in 1915 wh en two i ntel l ectuetls David 

Jose Perez and Alvaro Casti,.1 lo, a Jew and et non-Jew, established an 

' organ for the i nterest of the J·ew~sh people in Brazil ' l r1 Rio de 

Janeiro named A Columna-Ha'Amud. '
1132 

It appeared three times a. y ear 

and cal"r_ied, among other articles, contl"ibutions b y world Zioni st 

leader"s and general Information on Zionism . Although it lasted onl y 

two years , those ~ere years i n which the Brazilian government became 

aware , and then sympathetic, to the Jewish cla ims for a homeland in 

Palestine. 

• 
In other regions of Brazil Zlonst groups were also founded. In 

Curi tib'a, state of Par-ana, "Shalom Zion" was establ 1shed in 1917; in 

Para, north of Brazil, "Ahavat Zion" was established in 1918 b y Major 
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• 
El 1ezer Levy, who also fo•Jnded Kol lsl'ael, a wee kly Z1on1st newspaper 

•written in Portuguese. 33 

lt was du ring those years that Jewish schc.ol s were establ1:.hed: in 

Rio de Janeiro in 1916 , the "Escola Judaica de E.nsino Re l1910:.o" under 

the direct ion of S . Loz insky, who was 3 member of the re l 19ious Zionist 

movement Mi zrah 1 ; dur' ng the same ,.ear the schoo 1 Ta 1 mud Tora w.:..s 

opened in Sao Paulo . In 1920 , the school Mague n David wa! established 

In Rio de Janeiro and became the first full-ti me Jewish school 1n Brazil 

one o f I ts founder s wa~ ~. Co~ en, a n acid anti - Zionist . ~ho 1~s i st ~d 

on dir@cting the ~chool 1n a n ant 1- Z1on1st ~ p proac h . How~ v er~ one year 

chan ged the hame of the school to "G1nas10 Hebreu-Bras 1l~1ron 3nd re

defined 1 ts phi losophy as Zionist.34 

During the 1920s some 30,000 East Eul"opean Jews 1mmlgr~ted t o Bra2 i1 . 35 

, 
Most came from Poland, the Ukraine, Bessci.rabta. , a.nd L1.th•Jani~ 1 and set-

tled in the southern st~t~s. Dur i ng the earl y ~920s a number of s1g-

nlf1c.ant "firsts" occ urred. In 1921, 8raz 11 ia r1 Zionism had a r epresen-

tat i ve at the World Zl onst Congres~ for the first time. The ne x t year, 

the Zionist Organization of Braz il rece iv ed for the fir~t time an envoy 

with the task-of help i ng i n a fund-ra isi ng campaign for the "Ke re n Ha-

Yessed", which was founded in 1919. Als6 i n 1922, the f irst national 

meet ing of the Zionist movement tooK place 1n Ri o and, as a result , the 

Zionist Federation of Brazi 1 was estahl ished with J. Schne i de r .as its 

president.
36

r n 1921 a visit to the north by Schneider and a "she l io. j" 

resulted in the founding of the "Associacao Sion l sta He rtzl i a " 1n Rec 1-

fe, the "Associacao Gueula" In Maceio, and th~ •AssocLacao Max Nordau ~ 

i n 8ahia..
37rn 1925, the d irector of Tel-Aviv ' s school "Hertzlia" visited 

Brazil i n order to collect funds for the "Keren Ha.Yessed" and to intel"est 
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more pe ople in worKtng for t h e Zi onist 36 
r:aus.:- . 

Unt il World War 1 , the ov erwhelm i ng majori t y o f J ews who migrate d 

t o the Ameri c .an continent 1,<) en t t o th e Ur.ited States and Ar9€'nt1na . . On))• 

a small number went to Braz il be fo r e 1920 . According to th~ census of 

1900, 226 J ews I 1ved 1n Sao Pa ulo , r e presen t ing 0 . 01% o f the total 

population, wh i le t n 1940 t here we re 20,379 represe nting 0.28% . and 1n 

1950 t h~r e were 26 1 443 1 which r epresent e d 0 . 29~ of the t o t? l 

Betwe en 1900 and 1939 2 , 2 15 , 000 1mm igr~nts s ett l ed 40 i n Sao Paulo aton e . 

In 1923, du e to the pressure of the Argentinian s y nd icates, the 

~rge nti n1an Go1.•ernment decide d to close it:;. front i er~ to nl? '"' imm • ·~ra.rts, 

while s1 m1lar mea.su r es were take n b y the United States and C~n ada. A~ an 

obvious car.seq uence, tt"1e- J e~..iish pop ulation of Central and E~;t ern Europe 
\ 

-
th a t wante d to emi grat e s t arted t o l ooK to Br az il as c. ser 1ou~. po-:--

srb1l i ty . J ews from East ern Eu rope who came dur i ng th e 1920 ' 5 were f ol -

lowed b y J ews from Uermany and Aus t ria after 1933 1 a n d w 1 th the End of 

Wor l d Wa.r I I 1 consecu t ive wa ves of re fu gees f rom t he Naz i regime and from 

Egyp t 1 Hungary , Poland, Ruman i a, and Nort h-Afr ica also f ound the i r wa to 

Braz i I i an so i l • 

Amon g the new immigran t s who began ar rivi ng i n 1923 , t. h e r- e wer-e Jew~. wtrn 

had been act iv e Zi on is t s in the i r native count ri es . Thi s br ough t a 

qual i tat iv e and quant itati ve increase i n the a cti viti es o f th e Z i onist 

Federa t ion, as well as more contac ts with Zi on i st c ente rs in Lon don ~n d 

Jerusalem, and better org~nized campaign s fo r the "Ke r en HaYesod " and 

"Keren Kayemet." Howeve r , it is important t o not i ce t ha t unti l World War 

II, the Z i on l st ' mov ement had onl y per i pheral si gn i f icance for mos t of th e 

Jews living in Brazil. The maJor i t y ma,r, ta i ned the i r c ommitment t o J udai sm 

mainl y through s oc i al ·activi. ties and, t o a smaller e x tent, through 

religious ones . The possibilities of ente r ing into a new f i na nc i al sphere 
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caused most Jews to adopt the patterns of their new society and to avb1 d 

an y national i stic expres'::ron rela'ted to a Jewish homeland-pa.rt ic1Jlarl, , 

When the y were accepted b r a Braz i lian society in which antisemic;:t1sm wa<E. 

almost nonexistent . 

In 1926, the Women ' s International Zionist Organ1z~t1on CWTZO > opined it s 

41 Brazi l 1an br4nch. The ne x t y~ar Aaron 8ergman 1 of th e "Poal e i Z ron", · 

came t 8 . 1 4 2 I 1 "'•-·O c• r·azt . n 7 "' '"' ' a branch of "Mizrahi• was founded and .. 
the Revisionist Part y w~ s organized . 43 The var iet y of Zi onist part i e s 

confronted ec.ch oth'?r th rou gh publ i c debates, articles in local J -:-w1 <Et1 

newspaper-:, pub! icat1on of p amphlets, a.nd elect i ons or g.;.r 1zed b > ~hi:-

Zion i st Federat ion. 

The l930 ' s was a time of great agitation for both, the J ewi s h :om-

' mun i t>· a,nd Braz1 l 1 "'1h1ch was s;;-yere1y affecte d . by the wor ld depro;- ·:o -:ion . 

For Bra.211 things began to deteriorc..te in 1928, due to an ov1?r-produ ct1 on 

of coff Ee. The pric~ of coffee 1n the intern~t ion a l market dropped 

drastica lly , a state of panic overtooK the Brazrlrans and 1 t.:..l<ing 

advantage of the state of confus ion , Getul lo Vargas assumed the pre s 1d-

enc y thr ough a coup d ' etat in 1930 . Vargas, a mill Iona.ire o~\lner of la,nd 

and coffee plantations, was the Governor of the state Rio Grande do Sul. 

During the years that f ollowed , Vargas silenced an y opposition to hi~ 

absolute power by torture, censorship, and assassination. Al thou~h not 

antisemitic, he tol erated antisemitic activities, which began to occur 

openly in 1.931, with the establishme nt of " A~ao Integral 1sta Bras i le Ira " 

<Brazi }\i ~n Inte.gra l ist Action> i n Sao Paulo. In addition to a nat ion-

al isti c spirit, this group tried to influence the masses by descr i bing 

the suppose dl y ominous place of Jews in history . In 1933, it published 

the Protocols of the Elders of Zion 1.n Portuguese. 

By 1933 there were about 40, 0 00 Jews in Brazil. In 1934 1 the Vargas 
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regime approved a resolution restricting immigration. However, a number 

of Jews continued to enter the count ry as tourists or through the pet 1t-

ion of relatives already in Brazil . Exact numbers are not veri fiable 

since many immigran ts entered wit ~• bapt ismal ce rtl"f1cates ; 1n addit ion , 

th roughou t most of the 1930 ' s 1 those who could depos it $l2~000 < s ic) 1n a 

L , t • 4 4 Br c..z1lie.n ba.nK were admitted .., 1thout regard to quc0 ta res r1ct1ons. 

By 1935, Vargas was pol i t i call ~ suspi ciou s of the AIB and their Nazi 

propaganda and suppressed the group. On the other hand , he declared 

i 1 legal the use of languages other than Portuguese and cultu ra l 

activities related to foreign countries or ethnic groups, his pr 1ncipcl 

t.;..rge t be i ng the German, I ta. l 1 an, and Japanese c:ommun i t 1 es t hc,ugh other 

minorities were automat1call r 1nclud•d 1n the restr1ct1ons . ~s a result, 

Zionist act ivi ties were officially suspended until the end of World 1,.1:.r 

II; however, b y bribing author1 ties, Zi onist groups continued to meet, 

45 . 
though activities were sharpl y reduced. In 1937; the Vargas gov ernm~nt 

added further Immigration restrictions, and th is t imE- 1t bec~e 

i ncreasingl y d1ff 1cul t to obtain visas to trav~l 
46 to Brazt I. The tim ing 

was tragic for many Jews in Europe who looked to Brazil as~ secure 

hat"bor. 

Many of the refugees from Nazism had been employed in industry, com-

merce and the free professions. They brought with them their' technical 

educat ion and wot"K expel" i ence whi ch were more than we 1 come 1 r. a soc i et ;--

which was taking its fil"st steps towards industr ializa tion. Meanwh ile, 

the Easte rn European Jews who preceded the German Jews were stil 1 stt"ug-

g1 i ng to gain economic s tabil ity . Socially , the German Jews tended to be 

completely separaled from the "Ostjuden." Th.e Bra;z~l ian natural i :zed 

German Jews tl"ied~and succeeded~in helping the refug:es b y br i b ing im

migration officel"s,47 who would then often blackmail the new arrivals. 

It was 'not unusual for the pol ice to threaten the l"'efugees, but in those 



instances, brib i ng usually resolved any situation . The refugees also had 

to deal with the problem of obtain i ng a card of residenCT> before they 

l 
could apply for a worK permit . Because of these difficulties, a number of 

re fuge es were driven to suicide ; among them was the wr1 ter Stefa~ Zweig, 

who died in 1942. Whenever possible 1 the Jewish communit y tried to 

provide housing and employment for thP. n~wcomers and, tf the ref1Jgee 

had business e xper1P.nce, a line of cred1 t wa~ sought fr om b~ nks. 

In 1942 Assis Chateaubriand promoted a campaign for the development 

of a nat i onal air force. The Jewish community of.fered the fu nds fcir the 

purch.:.se of f ive a i rplanes; the fund-r a i ::i ng camp a1 gri was condu c ted b !·' 

"-
2 i on i st leo.ders. Decemb~r- 22 , 1942, IA• a. s an important moment for the 

Je-w1sh communit y ; 1n adf;i i t1on to the funds, i t pl"esented o document o f 

gratitude to President Var gas thanking Brazil for offer i ng a secure 

harbor to the v 1ct1ms of persecution 1n Europe. Vargas e x pressed his 

gratitude to the Jews of Braz i l, adding that " •.. Brazi l is a countr y open 

to all races and re ligions. In Brazil, there never was and ne ve r will be 

racial discr i mina t ion and prejudice. We follow with sadness and ind ~ gnat

i on the Nazi persecution against Jews i r1 Europe, wh ic h makes us remembt?r 

persecutions against Christians in ba rbarian times. Br ~zil protests 

against these persecutions. I thank y ou for the homage you paid me and 

I see in the Jews honorab le participants in the constitutional effor t: of 

. 48 Braz 1 1 • • 

• Although act ivi ties related to foreign insti t utions continued to be 

officially forbidden, the Zionists tried ' to find ~ays to pursue their 
• 

in terests . Thus, with the help of the WJC, a Brazilian Jewish Commit t ee 

for Victims o~ War was established, whereby the Zionists received half of 
.. 

the collected fund s , which were then directed to the "Keren HaYesod. " 
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With th~ depos 1 tion o f Vargas in 1945, a· 1 i be ra.1 po l i c y the follow i ng 

y~ar , and an upsurge o f the in dustr ial force, a new and decisiv e era 

began for Brazil. Coi nciding wi th th is economic growth, successive waves 

of refugees from Germany, Poland, Hungary, Rumania and Nof" th Afr ic a again 

bf"ought the ir s K111s in the l i bera l a r ts, business, and education. The i l"' 

contri bution was part i cul arl y i mpor tant because of the lacK of sk il le d 
,. 

worK ers ir(Sraz il . Ir1 the Je11<1i -:.h communit y , r e li g ious education wcs 

in troduced in addit1or1 to general, secular educat ion . Youtt-1 ·groups wer-e 

a lso es t abl ished i n increasing number s . 

Also 1n ' 1945, follov.11 ng the lift i ng of the j)l-ohib i tion c f act i vit i es 

rela t ed to fof"e1gn 1ns t itut.ions and cu l tures, the 21on1~ : m'•.)Vem e r.': 

off icial l y re tu rned to its act i vities . Thus, on Oc t obe r 23, 1945 . a 
T 

meeting to protest ?.g·a. inst British pcil i c l es towards Pale:.t i n.:. a n d , i n 

particular , aga1~st the White Pape r , was of"ganlzed b y t h~ Z1on1 st 

Organizdtion. Among the speakers were Hamilton Nogue ira, a prominent 

Catholic- leader and Senator, and Ign ac i o Azevedo do Ama r a l, Dean ~ the 

Un1 vers1t y of Ri o de Janeif"o . Th is publ ic demonstration, whi ch tooK p l ace 

i n Rio, had the support of most of the Jew i sh commun it y , who for the first 

t ime rallied behind the Zionis t cause as one voice . An estimated 5000 

49 peep 1 e a t tended. 

At the beg in n ing of 1946, the Braz ilian Christian Pro-Palesti ne Com-

mi ttee was organized following the suggest i on of Moshe Toff ( later Tov >, 

Director of the Lat in - American branch of the Jewish Ager1cy, who visited 

Brazil that ye~r. Azevedo do Amaral assumed t he pl"'esldency of the Com-

mittee, and Senator Nogueira bec ame vi ce-president. Its tasK was to l ob-

by among non-Jewish Brazili ans, for a favor abl~ solut ion regard ing a Jew-

ish homeland i n Palest ine. Thus, the ·Cammi ttee publ ish e d reading mate ri ~ls 

which were distf" i buited to pol iticians, studen ts , newspapers , etc. In 

addition , it l<ep t them I nformed of the 1 a test news coming from the 



United Nations Comm 1 ttee for Polestrne. On July 9, 1946, Senotor Nogueira 

deli vered a speech at the Parliament describing the anomal ous si tuat1on 

of the Jewish people a nd their right to self-determin ation 1n their 

so 
historic land, Palestine. 

Towards the end of 1946, the "Fedel"'acao I sr-ae Ii ta. do Est ado de Sao Pau 1 o" 
" 

was established a: the "umbl"' el 15~ Ol"'ganization for the Jewish 1nst1tut1ons 

of Sao Pau Io, thus becom1 ng the spol<esman of tt1e city ' s Jewr> . Hc.we ver 1 

many of the insti tut1ons 1 t represented saw themselves as mol"'e valuable 

in human and matel"'1al r~ sour-ces, and constantly ac ted to neutral 1ze the 

tendencies of centr.oliz~tion propo:.ed b y the newl t es tabl ished Federat ior.?1 

1947was an 1mportar1t r ear· for Brazil ' s JeWl"'Y. In tlilat i"ear the first 

national con v en tion of the Zionist Organization <"Unif 1cada" > too~ place 

1n Rio de Jane iro, and a fund-raising campai gn to help the "Hagana" was 

organized. HowE- ver, the event of the year was the UN vote for the partit-

ion of Palest i ne. On April 28, 1947, th e General Assembl y of the Uf'J elect-
. 

ed Braz i 1 i an ambassador Oswa 1 do Aran he. as i ts cha i r ma.n, thus defeating the 

representative of Austl"'ol ia, Dr. Evatt, who was invited to join the Ad Hoc 

Commi ttee on Palestine in Septembe r of tha..t year. A few days pl"'ior to that 

meeting, · Noguei ra addressed the Brazilian Senate s upporting the candidacy 

of Aranha and, affirming once mol"'e Brazilian accept~nce of the 

Zionist cause . In July, Nahum Goldman, Presi dent of the WJC, met with 

Brazilian Fore ign Min ist el"' Raul Fernandes and with 0. Aranha, who 

was on vacation in Rio de Jane i ro. However, during the same month, 

an Arab League 's delegat ion visi ted Bra z il try ing to convince the govern

ment to vote against the par ti t i on of Palestine.52 Different approaches 

regarding the future of Pa 1 est i ne were a 1 so ref 1 ec ted 1 n the pl"'ess.: 

0 Jornal, whose president was A. Chateaubr-iand was pr-o-Zionist, while 

Correia da Manha, was pro-Arab •• 

Following the Br i t ish decision to send the ship Exodus, wh ic h was 



full of Jewish survi vors trying to reach Palest in e, bacV to Europe, the 

Zionist Organization of Brazil and the rel 1g1ous movements, both orthodox 

and J 1beral 1 dec lared a day of fast ing and pr61 er~, which were followed 

by speeches given b> 2 1on1 st leaders and/ or rabb1s~ 3 A lso in Septembe r 

1947, the Zionist Organiza t i on began the publ 1cc.,t1on of an offici;.;1 

monthl y organ, A Voz Sion1sta, Whi~h cont inu ed ur1til December of 

1948. 

On November 29, ~947 , the General Assembl y of the United Nat i ons vo ted 
{ 

for the partition of P~lestine. All Latin American countries, e xcept 

Cuba , were part of t he dec1s1ve vote wh ic h ope n the way to a J ewi ih state 

b y a margin of 33 t o 13, thus obtai ning the t wo thirds vot e required b~ 

UN ~ s rules . Jn Brazi l . the Zianic:t Org'""niz;.tion conv ened th.;. communit,, to 

recei ve 0 . Aranha at the ~1rport, upon his arri v al from the US . as~ 

demonstra. ti·on of gratr tude for the wa y in which he d irected t h <? meet in gs 

of the UN . After the decla.ration of the St<ote of rs~ael on May 14, 19.qs , 

various activ i t i es were organized to celebrate the historic event . How-

e ver, a new d i plomat i c battle was to be fought by the Jew i sh, -. . ~ 
LI on IS•. 

leadership : Brazil was reluctant to recognize Isr ael de Jure . We 

Kn ow some of the aspects related to this i ssue frolT\ a Brazilian viei.-1po1nt, 

due to a meeting of the Comm it tee of Diplomac y of the National Congress 

54 
which took place on July 1948. I t was initiated by a letter sen t from 

Uruguay, which had already recogniz ed Israel de Ju re, and had asKed other 

South American countries to follow its e xample. In addition to declar i ng 

the lacK of fulf il lment of the element5 needed to· express recogn i tion 

according to inte~national law, a more realist ic e x pla~'°, ti on wo.s stated: 

" ... There are certain pol itic~l considerations which contribute to 

del ay the recognition of the State of Israe~ .. . the Zionist colony(sic) 

in Brazil is· not very large , a nd , on the other hand, we have diploma.tic 

re lations with t hree Arab states direct l y Involved in the fight : Egypt, 



Syrla 1 and Lebanon; 1n addt ti on , there 1s a ve ry large colon y of Arab 

descent among us .~55 The e xplanation also noted t hat to declare recognition 

in a mome nt of ins tab i 1 l ty a.nd con fus ion , due to mi Ii h .ry con f rcinta t ion 

betwee n I srael and the Arab countries, would be premat ur e and could be 

i n terpre ted as taK rng sides rn the dispute . As we see, then, already i n 

1948, the 8ra~rl ian off 1c 1al posr tr on regarding the Middle East conflict 

was on e of studied r esH V>? end polit ica l caution . Jn fact rt w~s only rn 

Febru~ry 8, 1949 1 that the Brazilian ambassad or to Washingto~ , M. Nabuco, 

was asKed to In form the Israeli representative, E. t rla. t , ~h~/8r-az. ll 
dec i ded an de Jure recognition of the state of Israel . The records of 

the UM indica te that tl"1e r <:cogn i t1on of Israe l by the Brazi l t<! n Go vernme nt 

took pJace on Februar y 7 . the same da / as Ital y and one week before 

Argentina .56 

Afte r the creation of the State of Israel, the Jews of Braz i l continued 

to follow with interest and conce r n the de velopments Ir. the r eg ion . In 

addition, Brazil 1an Jews confron ted another t ype of day-after-day battle. 

The first t h i ng to remember i s t ha t the number of Jews s1gn1fican t ly 

in c r eased s i nce the 1930 ' s , and accord i ng to the off fcial census of 1940, 

there were over 55 ,0 00 Jews i n Braz il . Fu r thermore, the cens us o f 1950, 

ind ica ted that there were almost 70,000 Jews. By 1960 1 the number of Jews 

climbed to slight l y less than 100,000.5 -Z As we can see, from the early 

1930 "s unt i l 1950, the Jewi sh population of Braz il doubled, and in the 

1950 " s a new wave of immigrants added a t least 30/. to t h e Jew i~h com-

minity's populat i on. 

H. Rattner, professor at the Un iversity of Sao Pau lo , made some 

i nteresting observations related to Braz i 1 in the 1950s .58 Acculturation 
. 

is a comlex process. which calls upon the personalit y and cul tur· ei.1 Identity 

of the lnd ividials touched by it . The more open the new society is for 



the i mm i grant, the qui cl< er the cu 1 tura l changes happen ; in other 

words , the need ·f e lt by the immigran t to learn new habits and patterns. o f 

behavior wi ll obv i ous l y increase . Side by side with this situa t i on, the 

second gene ration , born and educated 1n a new soc ial environment, tends 

to have problems related to the ways in which the older , and sti 11 more 

trad itional generation , approaches certain issues. Regarding Brazil, 

the most important waves of Jewish i mm igran ts co1nc1ded w1 t h a t im~ of 

deep tre<.nsfor-ma t ions, 1n both the social and econom ic structures of the 

c ountr y . The constant e x pansion of industry, commerce , and services 

ne-eded much more qua.1 1 f i ed personne 1 than th~- t produced ~nd provided 

by the local marl<et. It was under these circumstances th~t at1 impor tant 

ern Europe 1n the !950 ' s . Most of these Sefardic Jews came wi th~ ~rofes-

sion , the Know ledge of languages , a nd sK1 ll s in financial matters , having 

very l i tt le difficulty a d j usting to the Brazilian soc i al and e- conom1c li fe. 
--..:-. 

Although as individuals, Sef arad im and AshKenaz im faced similar problems 

adapting to a new language and cul ture 1 for many years each of th~$e 

groups manta in ed separa te organizations and a certain d is t ance from each-

other. However, o nc e the newcomers learne d the language and customs of 

thei r ne11J country, the ir negative att itude towards "other'' Jewish group s 

became more fle·xi ble. 

Under the double impact o f changes in the social an d economic Bra7il ian 

structure , and o f t ransformations occurr i ng as a resul~ of the ~bsorption 

of new i mm i grants I nto the J ewish commu nity, organ izationa l forms and 

ac t ivities of tfle various commu nal In s t itutions were to c hange. f n5t1 tut-

Ions that we re originally created to meet t he needs o f specific geographic 

groups <Landsmannschaften >, were slowl y driven t o a dapt to the asp i rations 

of a n emerg ing Jewish populat ion , whi ch was the product of heterogeneous 

e 1 emen ts . · 



I 

By 1950 , the first gen e r a tion of Brazilian- born Jews became 1n-

er e.a.sin g ly important wit h r ega r d to Jewish communal life . This w :1.s p -:.-r-

t ic ular ly so i n Sao Pa ul o , whose Jewish c ommu ni t y can be con s i de r ed as 

the most dynamic in the countl"y at the time . Thus, on April 27, 1950, 

15,000 peopl e ~ttended a rall y to commemorate lsr-iel ' s second yt;-?.r of 

e xi s te nce .;.s an 1ndependant stati: .
59 

The f orlow1ng )'l? ar , also in Seo 

Paulo , th e "Fedi;oracao Isr·a e l i t<i. do Bre s i l" wa.s establ 1shed with tt"1e :. 1m 
.> 

of be 1 ng the spokesm"'.n of the J ews of Braz i 1 . HcwJe ver , wha. t wa s t r ue f or 

Sao Paulo ' s Fede-r·at1on wh e n cl""eated i n 1946 , applied al5o for t he 

Brazilian Jewish Feder;i.tion : du e to ideological an1j struc t ura l r-.:::o.-:-ons, 

the Fede rat ion had-.:ond st ill has.-difficulties ir1 planning arid c-:i

ord1nating .60The onl> sector 1n which a certain coord1n3tion was ~os21bl e 

W"'-S the one rE-lated to soc1?. l sl?rvir.e. In a s i tuci. t1on that became more 

e vi den t a5 ti me we nt b y 1 most of t he Jewish youth te nded to be ap~thet 1c 

towards act1 v1 ties organi zed by Jew ish ins t itutions . ( I n r elation to 

Israel very few even c ons i de r e d th e possi b ilit y of going as volunte~r: 

for a shot time . ) As ec onom ic stab1l ity gr ew, so d i d the Jewish youth ' s 

ac c ep t a nc e of a socie t y wh fc h off e r e d comf or t a n d re l <:.xa t ion for t.he 

we a lth y , t ha t is for a bout 5% of th e Br a zil ian pop ul ation, t o wh ich 

most J ews b e longed. Another sector wh ich ex perienced the l a ck of 

pl a nn in g was the area r~lat ed to c ommun al f in a nc e s : t he fede ra t i on 

wa s no{ ab l e to properl y c~ntra l i ze f und-r ai s in g activi t i e s , aga in 

mos tl y due to the i ndividual is ti c and c entr i f ugal c haracte r of the 

institut i ons under the "umbrella• orga niza t i on o f t he Jew ish 

Federa t i on of Braz i l. 

' 
I\ 

The 1 950 's wa s i ndeed a ti me o f changes for the ,Jew i sh commun i t y of 

Braz i l . Ex ternal and internal factors brought a new dimens i on t o J ewsih 

1 i fe i n Bra z i l. Regard i ng the f i r s t, the creat i on of the State of 

Israel carried with i t a feel Ing of pride and admiration for Jews al I 



over the worl d; but i t also led to a problem of i dentit y for man y Jew~, 

as was t1"1e c.:se with Brazilian Jews, 1n the senst- that "dual loyalt y " 

was a new r e al 1 t y t o deal wi th. The grea t majority of Braz1I 1an Jews, 

though not reli g1ousl >· 1nvolve:d 1 answP.red by defin i ng .Juda i sm a s a 

r el i g i ous community wh1le 1 at the same time, dec lar 1ng their· ;ymp'!l. t hy 

for Israe l basi:-d an emotrona.l ti e:. In fact , "du.:.l loyal t y " was~ 

conc ept to avoid rather than to discuss; I would say th~t "st atus 

·quo" i: .;. term that ma y v e1 y well def i ne t he a tt itude of Brazil ian Jews 

r egard ing their Jew tshnO?ss from the 1°50 ' s on. 

I I 

I n rela t ion t o new circumstances 1ns1dc: the .. le•A11$h commu n1 t » 1vn1 c h c3.m<? 

with the JOSO ' s , the most noticeable were the gradua l d1iappearance c~ 

th~ older generat1c•n of 1mrriigr .:; nts from the l eade rship scene, a.nd 1 t:- r e

placement t• ;.' .Jews. wt\o were borr1 cir educ3.ted 1n Braz il 1 and ~·.>hose new 

l ead i ng post ti ens in the Jewish community were directly related t o the i r 

econom ic wee-Ith and socia.1 infl uen c e ln the gene ral soc i et y . The "s t atus 

qu o Braz 1 l 1 cin ,Jew" , soc 1 a I 1 >' accepted 1 i ncr-eas i ngl >- s table in econ om 1 c 

terms, and not particu lar ly e x posed t o in tellec tual challenges 1ns1de or 

outs i de the Jewish community, was 1n th e making. 

I will end th is general introduct ion to the Jews o f Brazil f rom its 

beg i nning unti 1 th e l950s 1 by cons i der in g some aspects r egard i ng th e 

attitude of the Braz i lian Gove r nment i n r elat ion to Israel fr om its 

creation until the earl y l950s . 

Although Br a z i l vote d for the par t i t ion of Palest i ne, whic h be came UN 

Resolu t ion 181 ( 1 I ) on November 29, 19 47, when we cons i der the broade r 

Brazil i an pos i t i on at UN vo te s involvi ng Palest in e/ I srael we get a clear

er and different " p i cture." Thus, considering the period 1947-52, in 

wh i ch 28 vote s took place - at the UN in matters r elated to Palestine/ 

Israel, Brazil voted 6 times for resolutions f avorable to Israel, 10 



So 

times aga i n~t. abstained 11 times, and was absent or did not vote once. 61 

Th is record of Brazil represents one of the worst~together w1 t.h Colombia, 

Cu b a E l Sa I v ado r , an d Ha i t i - of th e t we n t y L .a. t i n -Ame r· i c u1 c c• u n t r i e s 

voting at tha. t time. Moreover, the cleares t. ant1-lsr.;.el 1 posi t1on w,;.s 

taKen in relati on to the Jerusalem iss ue . This issue was vo ted on by the 

General Assernb l> of the UN 6 times between 1948-52. The only two Latir,-

American coiJntr i c-s which vr.:•ted ~ga1n~t Israel on all occasions v1ere Peru 

and Bra:zil. What or who was behind Brazi l's vote ag~1nst Israel? lt si:-em-: 

that when we come to the Jerusalem issue, we have to add to the Arab 

lobby, hea vy pressure from the Vatican .62 In this sense, ~e hav e to 

remember that Br-a.z 1 l has, numt?r1call>' speaking, tl-1e largest C;...thol i o:: 

populat ion of the worl d and th3t the Brazil 1an Go vernment certa inly h!d 

that In m ind . ... -,., = of the Vat1~an's pc~! t1on regarding Chr 1 ~ r 1 ?n_ 

holy place-:-ar1d for the Vatican .Je ru sali:m is i ncluded amorig the~e- le t 

me quote from L'Osserva tore Romano, the offi cial organ cf the Vatican, 

which on September 15 1 1950, wrote-: ''vJe do not Kr.ow what the next se~ s1on 

of the Assembl ~ w111 or will not do, but we Know that for Catholics , the 

only possible solution of the problem of the Hol y Places wou ld be t.he1r 

being placed under international administration in accordance with the 

conditions set forth by His Holiness Pius Xll." 

ln spite of its low score for Israel at the UN votes , 1t would be a 

mis take to consider Brazil an antisemitic country. With the exception 

of a 1 imited number of outbursts- b y e x tremist, nationalistic groups~ 

which at fil"st were tole r at ed by the Vargas reg i me- in the 15'30 "s , c:o.nd 

in 196 4, Jews in Brazil were not discrimina ted against nor the object of 

vi olence . Although in gener·al not suppol"tiv e of lsrael 1 Brazil was sym-

pathetic towards Jewish non-Israeli isct.ues, even when interna t ional in 

character. Thus, for example, as earl y .as 1953, the Brazi If an Senate 

condemned Moscow ' s anti-Jewish pol icies.63 



(. 

-. 

One f1n&l observation regarding l irae l . At the time of the vote for 

the Partition of Palestine and for the next few y ear 'S, the Latin -Amt-r1i:::..n 

vote at the UN repr esented one th ird o f the total vote, thus being of 

crucial impor t ance for t he creation· of I srael . D•Jr 1 ng that t 1me Hie 

Israel i delegat ion to the UN inc luded a spec i a l section which dealt ti-tdh 

Lati n-Ame rica~ that be ing th e only special sect i on within the lsre>el 1 UN 

delegat1c•n . Howe v er , during the 1950~, Lat 1r, Am c: r1c2 w.;.s consi dered b · 

Jsrael an ar e a of per l phera. I i ntere--st, particular! ;• 1.1Jhen the limited 

budget and personnel of the- new state came u nde r con s1 derat1on . In 1°51 . 

Isr?el o pened 1 t s ' first l ega ti on 1r1 Brazil, which l>Ja~ $Oor. rei::iproc.;.led. 6 4 

It was onl y 1n the ec..rl y 196-0s tha t the leg'3tion tva$ r"3ts.ed tc• tt"1e r~ r.L 

of embass, . 
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A Conflict of lnterEsts . 

• 
On .Jul y 23, 1952 1 a. ma,1ar e•.1ent accur· red 1n Egypt, a.n evt-n t that was 

to have a tremendous impac t c1n the political mc.p of the Mi dd le E.a:.t 

.:rnd major con sequen c es fo r the Afr 1 cQ,n cont 1 nen t . On Tha. t date, Co 1 . 

Ga.mal Abdu l N.:..sper a.nd o ther consp1r? t.or~~ .:.ne of whom W?.s Anwa.r al-

Sadat, e x ecuted a " coup d ~ etat• forc in g ~ 1n g F~ rouk to ~tep down , 

tak ing contro l o f t he g e v ernment and "'ppo i n t 1r. ; • Geri . Moh.:-mrn.:>d N~.9u l b 

Nasse r an~ Nagu 1b un t 1 1 

.~ 

Nasser was re~dy to negot i at e the fa t e cf t he Suez Cana l ~n d the Sudan . 

So were thi Br i t i sh. An agreement wa ~ r e a ched . n Jul ? 1954 , wh • c~ 

1 
t went y months. 

j -e ci.d 1 n g f i gu re 

By earl y 1955 1 Nasser saw hi s jreams of ~ecom1ng the 

1n 3 Pon-Arab federat i on thrt-aten ed on t wc. le v el:. : .at 

home because of unresol v ed problems and, most i mport~nt , abr oad, because 

of the 1nc r~as1ng i mportanc e of the "Baghdad 0 act 112 tha t was bac ~ ed b y 

Brita. in . To di v ert e-. tte-nt1on from H.e s.: problems and to ouild t"1i-:: career 

as the r ecog~lze d leader of the Arab nations , Nasser wor ~ .:d ~ss1~uousl y 

to arouse na t ionalis t i c Arab feel i ngs, tried to ~ndermin!? l1Jestern in -

f Juence in the Mediterran ean, and starfed a guerill a campaign against 

I srael . The- arms nee ded to b ecome a strong leade r of a :trong nation 

were clear ly not to be found i n the West-not because H 1.: ti.lest wa.s not 

read y t o comp romise but rather beca.use- of Nasser " s own cecision t:i bre-<l.K-

with t he We s tern imperialistic powers. He turned to the communist bloc 
f: 

that wa.s equa 11 y eager to see t he de e 1 i ne of the "Ba91"1dc.d Pc-.c t . '1 Sy 

Augus t 1955, Nasser purchased modern weapons from Cze c hoslovaKia while 

his partner, Syria, was bu y ing its o wn a r s en a l from the Soviet Union. 



,, 

At th i s point, Nasser was openl y claiming that h i s cou n try had the 

capacit y to destroy Israel. In his campaign against Wester-n 1mpF--r ; a l 1:-m, 

Nasser also sought recogn i tion as a leader by Bl a c k Afr i ca with h i s 
. 

s upport of the r·ebt-1 groups tha. t fought against British and Fren c h 

i nfluence in that region . S i nce France did not want Nas ser unde rmi ning 

i ts i nfluence i n North Africa, and since Israe l wa s concerned about 

t he we 11-be i ng of .Je ~• -: 1 n Nor th Af r 1 c:;., i n t h 1 s e<.rea. t. h>: )" sh a r-ed :-. 

common i nterest . Thu ~ , i n 1955 , lar9e sc.oo.le m:.-5-s a.cres of ,Jews 1n :•lor·c.c-

Austra.1 j an Je1A1r y' s Reaction. 

, 
In Austral i a, in Septembe r 1955, Mr . Gremeau, M.P., asKed wh at ap-

peared to be a somewhat naive question, whet.her bu y ing ~rms from " I ron 

Curt ain Countries" was an . indication of Egypt ' s intention to launc h a 

. 4 
possible aggression against Israe l. Bu~ the questio~ and the request 

to investigate the matter was not na ive a t all. The po i nt ~vas soo r• made . 

clear- to a.nd b y the Australian Pa.r-liament that Egypt was being c..rmed by 

the communists and that whoever received commun i st amm ;i n1tion ought not 

to be given Austral i • ' s support. The latter wa.s the position th a t. 

Australia ' s Jewr y tried to convince its Government to adopt i n c•rder to 

asK for a favorable view on Israel i r'I its conflict with Egypt. The 

Australian Jewish leade r ship d i d not view the Arab-Israeli conflict 



on 1 y 1 n terms of commun i sm .:o.ga i nst Western de-rn 1:11: r .:..t i c po l i c 1 ~"=· but i t 

was indeed an element which played an impor tant role t n gaining 

A•Jstral i,:.,n support for Israi:-1 . Anything con sider e d too lef tr s t was 

susp i cious to Western ~ur ope~n countries and so was the case i n 

Austral i a . Thus, when Mapam ~nd Achdut Ha'avoda, usuall y considered 

pr-a-Sovi et, z.nti - America and anti - We st! entere-d tht- lsr-=-.el 1 Go v err1rr1e nt, 

some 1.-Jec;te rn d iplomat s i:- x pre;:.ed th i: ir conce rr•. In Eng l~r.d, on the o:>ther 

hand, U-1•?r i n t he Opposition, sent 

their warm congra tu I<.<. t 1 ons to thi? Mapa i . Howe ve-- , t li i:. 1 ~-= t: i n.f orma t 1 c•n 

1.va: pu b11:.h ... d 1n A•Js t r:-11~ onli' 1n the Y i dd ish su pp l e-me nt a-' T h o? 

Austr~l i an Jewish News out not 
5 

l ar· ge r En 9 l 1 sh e d 1 t 1 i:.r- • 

o' th e ,,;.ri d :.f Oc t obe r 1i:-55 , thl? Commit-tee of i~ a.n .~g ement cf the- '.:: X '? Cu~ -

Menz i e-s, t o t h e Mi n iste r of For e ign A f fai rs an~ to the l eade r o f the 

Fe d eral Oppoc; iti on, Dr. Ev~. tt. Aftt?r e x press1 ni;; thei r gener ~.1 conci:- rn 

about the ~ i tu~tion in the M iddle Ea.st, the dar19 .:- r of F:1Js?1?.n commun is t 

e x pansion ism through i ts ne 1,1.J " p uppet", Eg ypt, , .. 6.s s tr esse d. Ir, .;,dd1t 1on, 

the- tele~we-.m cont unued, "Isra el is the bast ion of dernocr-ac >' in a vi tol 

. 6 
are a an d r- ema ir1s pro- Br1t 1sh. 11 Final I>' , the te l egram ask e d tha. t the 

. 
Br itish be requested to taKe act i o n to stop Eg ) p t ' s plans in t h e r egion . 

As we clearly see, in th~ opinion of the Jew i sh leadership i t was o f 

e x treme importance to stress that I srae1 was en t h e side of En gl and, 

Aust ral io's mo t h e r coun.try, inde p endentl y of wh etht?r o r not Isr01.el w o. s 

pro-Br i tish at t h at tim.~. 

In early November , the ECAJ asked the var i ous boards t hat i t ri?pres

ented to protest a.oa·inst the "red arms" sold to Egy pt, this ~o inc1ding 

with the t ime the annual appeal f or Isr ael was to s tar t . At the same 

time, the ed itor i als I n t h e J ewish p r e ss s t r e ssed the solat i on of Israel 
( 

emphasizing that " · • • the o n ly fri e n d s up on wham it can count . • • are the 



J e1..vs in their far-flung communtt i es. 117 On November 18 1 t'-& edit.·::ir al 

of The Australian ,Jewi sh News was open ly ask i ng for an .;..r.swE-r to +:he 

appeal. The newspape r- sta tement i 11 ustrates that for a. l~rge numbo:-r· o f 

Jews support for Isr~el was not part of thei r prior i ti~s: · . ~.let us 

hope t hat the thousands usually unconcerned by appeals of an y nature 

w i 1 1 •.. join th >l' usu a 1 don ors .•• '' In add i t ion to the ap p e ;J f-or f i r, :-.n c i a 1 

:;upport, the Vio:tor 2r1 Boa.rd of (1 eput1.::: , t oge-the r w i th +n o? S t.~t t-

Z ion ist C·:.Unc 1l of •.'1 c tor1.:i. , c.:..l l ed fc·r .21. mass r- ~1 1.· 1n f;: vor o f i:.r<-&i 

and the press report&d that wel 1 over one t housand peop li ~ttend&~ 

tlHt re. ) I )" . A•Jst r.al · .:n .J ewry" s contr1b1_tion to the :...pp':?::- for 1sr;~l 

came to sl 19htlr o v o:r /100,000 of vJh 1ch 65X w.c..s col~ -=- ·:tt-:'. 1n M.:-lt.:i.:rn.: . 

S :; dne> ' :; ,Jews g .av e «. total ofL22,000, r eflect i ng tho? t r r. 1 -: tar1c~·· )' 

mer-: r .:- l uct ~nt pas.it on in ma, tter--: r- e- 1::._ted to .Judaisrn .8 

In the meant.mo: Isra.'?l vJas un;;i.bl~ tc• get arms fr om Br tci.1 r~ , Fr.;,nce 

or the Un ited State-s. The British and tne Amer icans, '"'ho :-1ad ur:se ~tl .:- ·::: 

relation wi th the J ..;11,,1ish state.9 ~" ere pd.rticulc;;rly reluc~.;,nt to Qr-: 

l srci.el, Al thowi;;ih th.: r eeo.sons for such r elations are complex, rang i ng 

from personal opinion~ of top adviser-: and min i ster s ta pcl 1cies ~f 

f"'egi onal intere-sts, the "affair Gibl 1 "
10 did much t o dim inish the 

' 
re-putation of lsrc..el in the eyes o f both Americans and Br it ish . T~. e 

Jew ish press In Australia did no t comment on the unfav o rable answers 

of the Western countries to se 11 arms to l srae 1, nc•t even when by th>? 

c. 3 

· end of December, Br itain handed over to lraqj2, 755 1 000 :.-. i nstal l ;.t1ons. 

An attacK on Sr i ta i n " s policies was not what the Austral an Jewish pr-?ss 

and lea.dershlp considered to be in their best interests, but the 

incf'-easing isolat\i on C•f L6rael and the policies of appeas'?ment to•.Nci.rds 

the Arabs by Sri t a i n impelled T he Australian Jewish News ~f Decemb&r 16 

to attack Britain's policies for the first time in a courageous ed1tor1al 

entitled "Eden Bias.• It stated that " • . • t h e natural t e noency of Sir 



Anthon y Eden .. . to befriend the Arab c:..use and i sol~te l :r o;.e l der ives 

from ~1 is ma n y >·ea.r s of servi c e i n tho: For-eign Off ice) n :•tor 1ous fi::i r i ts 

pro-Arab b i a s s inc e the day s of S ir Ronald Stone ... " Probab l . t a c alm 

down some v oices o f d is<..pprova l wi th i n the Jew ish c omm ur · t .>" •:if Ku"str a 1 r a, 

so eager to s how their 0n c omm i ted lo) alty to En~lan d, t ~ e wor ds o f R . N. 

Carv alho, president of the Anglo-Jewish Assoc i at i o n rn Eng l ; nd , were 

quoted i n a1 e sc..me newspapP.r: " Wrth i t s pr e s ent pol i C)', B r i ~ a i n co1J l d 

no t e s capo? b lame shou l d opP.n wa r f ar i? b reak out 1n t h e 11 j d l-: £a.s t, 

what e ver countr v f i r ed t h e f i r s t s hc t . •
11 

p r o-Brit ish sta.n c e ra th e r t ha n an ar1t i - lsrae l i ·~est u r e - v ~- -=- Au :. ~r ~ l r an 

g ove r nme nt , tt in d i ca. te s how sens i t i ve thE G':lver ntne nt 1 · - • m~t t <:r s 

tha t a ffe ct ed o r c ould affect England ' s honor. The caut 'n I th f,1 - ll C h 

the Jewi sh p re s~ t r eated Brita in ' s poli c ies towards I sr2 ~ I Pa s c l ear l y 

shown b y The Au5t r al i a n Jew i sh Ne wsJ whose cover i ng of ma t t ers r e l ated 

t o Isr ael al wa ys occup i ed the fr ont a nd follow i ng page5 of t he news-

pap e r, when on Febf'Uary 24, 1956, it a nnounced that " Br t .;.., 1r1 .o.sK e'Ci the 
.. 

US not ta supply Israel with arrns tt in a t in y space on p ?ge L2. Up to 

this time Austf'alia remained neutral i n its approach t aw.o<.rds the Mi dd l e 

East con f lict probably because of Britain ' s de c ision t c wa 1 t a nd see .. 
how i ts po 1 ic y of appeasement t awards the Ar abs wou 1 d c~ v ~ 1 op . 

Aust r al la ' s neutral position i s further verff i ed b y For e i g n Minister 
... 

Casey ' s reply to the teiegram of October 1955 ~ent b y t ~ e ECAJ 1 which 

stated that " .. . you may be assu red that •• • the Austral i a ~ Government wi ll ' . 
lend its firm support to th e efforts being made to reso · ve t he present 



12 
dead I ocl<." 

Jn March i 0st"; dur in g a debo.te tr1at tooll place 1r. He- He.is: o f Com-

moni 1n London, Eden said that no important number s of arms wer e 

entering i nto the Midd l e E~:t. Th-:- poc:1t1on of the United Stcte : ma., 

b e 1 I lustra.ted by President E1senho1·• ~r s rem: r lt, under t h-: 1nfl•Jence 

of SO?cretar> ·o+ State John F. Oulle-s , t o French Prim-: M1n 1:ter Gu y 

llol let that there wc.s no pc1nt 1n ~~I I r19 :,rm: tc• Israel : 1r.c :- thF- sm1l l 

sta te could no t de-fer1d 1 t:.elf against the Arab na tions . Hc,•,1,1 <: " :-ri .;.. 1 so 

1n March, Britain admitted the dange r of an Ara,b attacK fc • the f ·r: t 

a resolution asK 1n g the Weste rn power: iO prov ide arms to :ira e l and 

blamed the Ar~bs ~r the tensions in the 11 1ddl e E.;.st.13 t:-• ~""· : same 

time Eg>~t 1 : 1ncreas1ng support of the Alger 10.n FLN prodde~ =rcnce to 

~ 
r emembe r 0er rr1endsh1p w1 th Isr~el ~nd to de! 1ver a dozH, mode rn 

Jetc: "Mysteres . "14 The Canadians, with th e approv4.l of the Unit -:d St..;t es, 

also sent a squadron of jets . The Engl 1sh were sti 11 trying to reach 

an understand i ng with Nasse r an d since the last days of Februar y , Selwin 

Lloyd, Bri tish Fore i gn Secretary, ·ha d been :n Cairo. By t~• be ginn ing 

of March, it was clear that no agreement was on the horizon . The French 

Also tried their luck with Cairo during the midd~e of Marc h wi th no bet-

ter results than the Engl ish . In Australia, coinciding w1 t~ th e r eturn 

o f a furious Lloy d to England, the Israel Em.:-rgency Couni: 1 1 •·Jas formed 

on March 15. Its aim was to provide mater i al aid ~or Isr~e l ~~well ~= 

to inform the publ ic about the Middle East confl ic t. By April, Or. Evatt 

conclud ed that i f the UN failed Israel, " ••• it will mean t~ i: end of the 



org~n1zat1on in the e yes of the world ."15 Al though Dr. Evatt ~~s •nt"'r-

e:cted 1n the f~1 r trol'atement of Isr.;.el b> th~ UN f or per·sonal re.:sons 1 

i ts words were o f great impor tance • t ~ t i me wh en Austral 1~n Jewr~ W.?5 

t.r yin g to gl?t the open s u pport of their cc1untry in favor o f f$rael 1 

part. cul 2r1, .:-t th1: crtt 1co. l time when ECAJ d 1put.:ot1on wa s to mi:- ~t t••lth 
\ 

Prime Mi nister Men=ie: to discuss m~tters relat ed to Israel. 

, 

Be cause o f the m•J I t1 tud':? of ht st. or t eal t i es uni t ing Austr.al,? rnd 

close t i t:"= still un1t1ng Bri t; n ' '5 

t h e l~tter to openl y cri ticlze 
' 

E:r1 ta 1n " 5 po l 1c1e-: 1n the Middle Ea:t wc.5 t.Ein t:unount to .attd.cK1r; 

~J;tral • ~ • tse l i . B~ ~ on ce the Eng l sh Jew ish or ga.n1zat1ons ~nd · ~ade rs 

-: t :- r .:'-d t :- er 1 1 c • ::ea :rr'? • r· •::lW n go11e r nme n t, ·::.n°:e thi:- o p po-: 1 t1 on 

?ga1n5t tno~e ant agon1 c Br itish pol c•es . Th i s ?x pla 1ns the 1nce ; ;a.nt 

r.:-porting b • t he Au<:tr-!l.l i an Je•AJish pr·e -:.s of Eru~ 11 sh .Jewr- v : ,.. .,ac : ·:in 

t::> tht? conflict c:-nd crisis. 1n the Middl e East. Of course ther e 1.1 ~ -e 

report -=: f rom Engl and befor-e the er 1-: 1 ~ , but now the focus wa::· tc• 

demonstrate that to cr1 t1cize England because of some of her fore ~ gn 

policies, was not an attack on Australia , not even against Eng l and . Thus, 

when, by the end of March, a meet 1 ng sponsored b y the 2 ion i st FedO?ra, t 1 on 

of Great Brita i n openl y demande d th at th e Brit i sh government provide 

~rms to Isr ael ,·the Jew ish le a dersh i p i n Australia could o nl y re ; :. i ce 

<>nd the Jewish commun i ty had the chance to avoid a f'?el 1ng of u 1•:i.gon1c 

dual loyal ties, or rather triple loy al ties. 

In April 1956, M. Ashl<anasy , pr~sident of the ECA,J 1 op~ned th~ 1956 

Uni ted Israel Appe~l saying t hat Israel ' s enem i es ~ ... are e~cour~ged 

-a nd fortified wt th arms from East and Wes t. Her friend~ among the 



Powers are confused and hesitant • • • 1116 The target for the 

pl·a.ced atf150,000 . Coinciding with th 1s~.mpa1gn, J.:;sE-ph 

arr ived in Austral 1a on May 8. A few days befor e his arriva l , 
~ 

representatives of the ECAJ met with Prime Mjn1 ste r Menzies and urged 

him to support h.<1°:. po i r1ts : :.n 1mm£c-d ia. te armi:-d In ter v enti on 1n th ~ 

event of Arab aggres~ i on against l::rael and supply of defensi v e arms 

f c·r Israel . Mt-nzres prom ise d ti:i bec.r· 111 mind the pet ition during the-

meet i r19 of Commonwe.:-1 th s pr i me m in1::ters :: chedul~ed for th <:- f·:i l i ovJiro 
~ ~ 

montr1. Soon ~fter h t s ?.rr i val , Sa.ph 1r ;: pr· o:=::.s.c>d h1s con l• 1ct i on t h at 

the Au~tral iar1 Jewish l ec-.dersh1p had th .<:- m.;.3.n-: to e x plain t o tho? 

for· funds a.ppe~.r ed I n the .J.;-w lsh pre-:s 1.11 th the po1.Nerfu1 l ege'"ld, " tho; 

light rrn.:st. not f.a1 l ... g1•N: now'' Tom.:·rrcw ma)' be tc·c i~te . " ihe- r-1:?.bc· · m 

. 
y outi-. movements c.:-.me 1.q: vJf th their ov.m 1oJa.> to help , :... ••1,,J.:-rk-; - D<- ·· .:o:.r 

kinds of wor K, from d iggi ng garden& and wash i ng cars to bab> ~ i t~1ng. 

~nd to donate thei r earnings to the U .l . A . On April 5 1 at th e Un1v~ r ~-

ity of Melbourne, th ·e Peii,CE Club of U-1.:._t i nstitution or9ar11zed o. 

symposium and some two r.undr·ed students. went t o hear the Arab, 

rsrael i , and Communist accounts of th e Arab-lsra.el i d1sput1? . An 

interesting comment was later given by Isi Leibler who spoke for the 

Israel i stan d po int and was at the time president of the to.Jc. t•onal 

Union of Au stra li an Univers i ty S t udents . Lei bl er - who was t o becc1me 

one of the leadi ng figures in the Je11J1sh community - said that" .. . 

al though many o f the large n umbers of non-Jews present were 1nit 1al-

ly sympathetic to the Arab or Communist vi ews, the atmosphere was 

n o ticeabl y pr o - I s raeli towards t he end of the meet i ng -. 111 7 One of the 

things we may i n f er from t hi s c omment is that although e good number 

-



• 

of students were ready to be fair i n Ju dg ing the Arab-I srael 1 

confl 1ct, the Jewish comm1 ttees designated to explain the tr "l '°' l"'' to 

the non - Jewish populat ion were a littl e bit late in th.:-ir t i tTol ng 

or ineffective in t heir approach . Th~ nee d to promptly org~ntz e d ~ 

Publ ic Re l3. t ion ·: Bu reau :: •Jbsid1zed b y the ECAJ, t he Z1on1st Feder-

ation, etc. was i ns isted on b y N. Jacobson . president of the 3tate 

Zionist Council af Victor ia, who wise ly saw_Arab influence m~k1ng 

i ts way to Austral I.: , p.:..rt1cular1>• in t<?rms of bo>' c ot ts aga.t r. '$t 

If Aus tr .:..1 1.:.n .J ev.1r :.- neo eded <Oi.ny more sup~c.rt tram their· fe ' l o•"' 

br-others 1n England , tt'11s time the nour ist1ment c.a.m e fr·c'fT1 I sr- ;o?l =-r oc 1e 1 

Ch ief Rabb i ::if the Brit 1st1 Commonwec.lth . A cabled mess .. ge so? ~ ': b-.. h i m 

.;nd .:..ddrei:.sed to A•.Jstr-? J 1;;n .J e wr )' re.;.d: "At th1:. fate f •J l timei ._l e 1 .. 1s 

e v e r-y•Mh ere mu st ra l I y t o ·: upp•:ir t I •:.rae 1 ; : mor< 1 e, m; t t? r 1 c l O': t? I -

t d t ,.18 T'- . . l opmerr an ;e•:t.:r • • ... 11e or 1g1na tar-get of the fund-r~ ~ · n~ 

/ 'T·o , 000, i n Sydney, o v .: r 90 , 000 was collected, while Perth -a 1sed 

.£14 1 000 in the first we e!-' = of the a.pp~a.1. 19 

By the mi dd le of Jun e , Er- ic Baume, a Jew i sh ra dio personality, an-

noun ced on his show , "This I Bel i eve , " th.c. t '1 
... it is obviou s that 

the British pos i tion vis- a-vts Israel has changed a great de~i 

s in ce last y ea.rand Isr·;;ielis should be s at isf i ed . I see the ge neral 

Au sfral ian a tt i tudE- .:o.s being pa.rallel wi t h that of Brit.a. i n ... ~ 2 0 

Whil e h is conclusion tha. t Australia ' s pol tc!es ~\l ere in accor d.:..nc e 

w1 th Britain ' s wa s certainly true., h is more than optimistic · 1ew 

r egarding En gland's "change" was a bit premature. Eng land's attitude 

.. changed a few month$ later because of its failure to come t o an 

agreement t hat sat isfi ed its own interes t s in t h e Suez Cana· and o ther 



areas th.;.t were al read> comm1 tted to the 1deolog 1es proposed by 

Nasser. By th~ time Baume made its comment on radio s t ation 2G8, hts 

cred1b il ity 1n the e yes of the Jewish communt b - w =-~ not at its bo?st, 

particularly after his highly critical comment-= 1r1 e?.rl y Mar-ch 

directed aga inst Mr. Nurock, the Israel 1 repr~sentative to Austr~l 1a. 
~ 

Our1~g that earl y March broadcast. Baume asKed NurocK to • give the 

facts about tre Middle East ~nd forget the prop~ganda ... ~ 1 

By August s, France ~nd En gland were cons1der1ng a plan to land 

troop5 1n Eg>pt . However 1 a d1p lomat1c agreement ~as at the top of 

London ' s pr1c·r1 t it-s 1n ordo:-r to 3.VOid .?-n uncorr:fortable posi tion 

\..i1th1 r. thi: Ar ~b wor 1 d ,:.,rid to coot 1 nue to be the Key p 1 aver · :-i t~.<o 

forc e b y Fran c e and England because that could Jeopardize his 

camp~1gri in tl-iat elect ior• ye~r. However, 1t 1s pos9ible tha.t 

perha.i:;s the Ur1ited States did not: dis I il..e the 1de.;. of Bri ta1n lo~-

ing control 22 of strategic po in ts in the Middle Ea~t. Thus,~n ur~~ nt 

meeting , the Suez Conference, tooK place in Li:::.ndon at the request 

of the American government Sn August 16 . The problem of Egypt ' s 

blocKade agains t Israel was raised onl y by Pineau, the Foreign Min-

·,ster of France . Al though the powers involved r each an agreement, 

Nasser rejected the London resolutions.23 

In Australia, Menzies once again a.ssure-d AshKanasy, now forme r 

president of 'the ECAJ , that he was worKing ha.rd to find a peace.f ul 
r 

solution. The sense of isolation felt b y the Jewish community W45 

illustr-ated by the editorial in The Austral ian Jewish News on 

September- 28. This time the accusation was not against the leade rs 

of the Western Powe r-s but against the man i pula tive use of informat-



i on produ ced by the med i a: • ... we ... come to the- conclvs 1on •.• that 

the-re is s till a bias aga i nst Israe l 1n the dc. ilr pres~ .· The sam.: 

fe-el 1ng was e x pressed b y N . Jacobson i n rel at ic.., to th ~ ba.clc-an d-

fort h attac~s between Israel and Jordan on the ir borde~. He said 

t h at " ... we regre-t that Ja.rge s ect ions of t e A1...!:t:-: 1an pr-ess 

consistenly repor ted the retal 1atory acts of i;r ae l .n c. most Unfav-

or-able light '"1t'-.ou t acquainting the Austr-a ir e:r ;.ub·1c w ith f act~ 

of aggr essi ve .Jor-danian at t acl<s th~t led [ sra.e· to adopt a.. p ol ic ; ' 

o f mt l i tci.r y ret ai 1at1on i n defence o f its borders <or.d peaceful 

24 
c1 t1ze ns . " The se ~se of 13010. t ion, now cornpoundec uY the fear 

cf 1mpe nd1ng 1 nt~rn ~tional disaster , wa~ again stre~sed by the 

edi tor1a l 1n The Austral ran Jew i sh News o~ Oc~c~~~ Zo . -~e messa~~ 

wa.s s1rnple- ~nd pr 1cl< l 1ng, n ••• Israel is i ndeed :.•one. " 

Al though diplomatic efforts continued , 1 t became cl ear t o Br-i t ; , 1n 

~nd France that their arm i es would have to attac ' Egypt. Once tht-

~er- icans retr ac ted their- offer- of fu nds t o he lp asse~'s most 

che rish"°d domestic pro j e c t, t h e Aswan H i gh Dasn :n tll~ 1le 1 Britain 

and the World BonK soon followed the s ame path r n July 1956. A ft.e r 

Nasser ; s n~tional ization of the Suez Cana l Company, tt\e Western 

countries and their allies graduall y s tar ted to l ook susp i ciously 

at Egyp t ' s re gime. A few days after the Suez conference in London 

fa i 1 ed to bring an agreement a nd af te r ·Engl and, France and the Un i t e d 

State s ope(ll)' avowed, for the f i r s t t ime, t~e - q ;;. t vi isr-ae l i sh i ps 

to freel y use the Canal, a debate on l srae1 1 -€~ypt 1 an rel at ions 

tooK pl ace i n the House of Representatives in Australia on Sept ember 

27 . R . G. Casey , M i n ister for Exter-nal Affa i r<!:, presented a •con e i s~ 

and factual• picture going bacK to the days c~ t he arm i stice. He 

expresse d the • • •• unjustified blockade of the Suez Canal to Israel i 

ships ... 1125 and a lso mentioned the varioos pr·otests, w i th no ef f ect, 

I~ 
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th a t th e Austral 1an gove rnme nt handed or ve rbal 1zed to Egypt. He 

a l so mentioned Israel ' s early attempts to r esol ve i t~ problems 

wi th i t s Arab neighbors t hr ough the Unite d Na tions ~nd once more 

• J =· 
1ns1st e d that he j u~t giving the facts and op i n i ons of th e UN 

Se c urity Counc i 1. Dr. Evatt , who also spoke , agree d w 1 th Case y 

bu t d irected his speech agaisnt the in eff i cac y of the Security 

Council t o impleml?'nt its resol ut ior1s . In an emotron~I tone t"1e a~-

ded that" ... the Arab nations must fac~ up to the fact tha t Israe l 

is ther e t o s t ay .• 26 Th e st~tements of the deb~te in di cate the 

shifting from a. neutral posit i on t o one favorable t o Israe l . Ho11J -

ever, the tim ing seems to rn dicati: not so much~ commitme n t r: o 

Israe l but a de~ 1r e to al 1gn 1 t:elf w1 t h what •.ve r e n c•t·J ~h t- m•::>re 

clearly pe r c ei vable tendencies of the al 1 l es agains t E9Ypt . 

By t he middle of Octobe r , two differen t views 1n rel•t i on to 

the Mi dd le Ea.st cr is i s wer-e e x pr-essed wi t hin t.he Jewish c ommun ity 

in Austral i a . The ECAJ s t at e d thr-ough 1 ts new pres i de nt E1senfel-:J, 

th at 1 t wa.s not the moment for a public s t atement. On t he other 

hand Lewis Wi l Ks, pres ident of the Jew i sh Council to Combat Fasc i sm 

and Ant isemit ism, sa id tha t on l y t he UN s hou ld dec i de wi-10 was vJrong 

i n the Mi ddle East a nd not t he British. Howeve r, WilK ' s organi z ation 

was not represent a t iv e of Aus t ralian J ewry a nd was ~ctual ly looked 

upon wi th d is t r- us t be cause of I t s ~l leged c ommun i st ~nd pro-Soviet 

tendenc i e s . 

In the meant i me Fr-ance had br-ou gh t l s r- a e l onto t ne scene as a n 

act i ve participant in the pl an to a tt acK Egypt and together wi th 

Br- i tain pl ans w·e~ wor-ked out. On Oc t ober 29, I srael I forces s t ar- t ed 

the Sincri Campa i gn a nd two days l a ter a l 1 i ed j et s bega.n to bornb 

Egyptian a ir- f i e l ds near- Suez . On e week l a ter t he wor was ov e r . Israel 

had occupied the Sinai Penin s ul a a nd the Gaza s tr- ip . Two days be for-e 

11 



the end of the war the UN General Assembly approved a resolution 

for an immedjate cease-~ire and the wi thdrawal of all oc~up y 1ng 

forces from Egypt ian terr it ory . The resolution was proposed b y the 

United States and ac c e~ted b y a vote of s ix ty-four to f iv e . An 

embittered and cornered Ede n agreed to a cease-fire to start on 

October 6 at midnight. The t rench followed the British. Br ita i n and 

France failed to <? c comc• lish t heir go.:;.ls for the Sue z C2,n~ l :..nd 

With the outbreak c~ h1.)st i lities the ECAJ arid thi;. Z 1·:·i: 1-:t Fed,;;r -

ation immediatel y handed a note of sol 1darity to the I-: r- ~el i gov-

ernment, wh il e In Melbourne the Beth-Din asked to observe t he 

com i ng ' Sabbath as a da~ of "pra~er and dedication" because of the 

events in the land of ;srael . The sam<:.> week a r-all>' tc• ~1. ppor t 

the Magen Davi d Adorn was organized . The Board of Deput i es had 

scheduled an urgent meet ing for November 6 because o f gr~ve f i n-

anci~l prob lem' of the United Jewish Education Board. In t he mean-

time , on the a fterno on of November 5, a cable arrived f r om Jerus-
. 

al em asking for financial support. As a result of the cable the 

meet f ng focused l ts attention on Jerusalem · ~ request and an emergenc y 

appeal was issued under the slogan "Call of Israel .tt The target of 

the appeal wasj2so,ooo and was to be c;onducted within ter. dars 

s t a r ting November 8, wit h onl y cash accepte d. The Aust ralian Jewish 

News on t he ~of November , right after the war was over, accurately 

pointed out that al though the military battle had come to an end , 

the d Lplomatic b~ttle was onl y beginn in g: "Jews outs ide Israel may 

feel Justifiable pride in the outcome of the Sinai Peninsula battle 

will have to face diplomatic and econom i c pl"'essure that rnay spell 

ultimate defeat. 1127 A harangue asking for an immediate o.r.swer to 



:; ,, 
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the "Cal 1 of Israel• ended the editorial . fhe response of Au~. tra.1-

ian Jewry was rather slow and did not come close to the original 

28 / target. The amount of money raised was about 100,000 and 1n 

Decembe r was sti 11 being collected . Once more the differe nces 

between Melbourne and Sydney were clear . With almost the same Jew i sh 

population , Melbourne ' s Jewry raised three t imes more mone y than 
. 

S>·dney ' ~, Jewr y , In add 1t1 on to the di ssapo in t 1 n9 respons.e to ~he 

"Call," .3. ver» small r1umber of volunteerswe-nt to Israel. The f1r-:t 

group of vo lunteers, organized by the Emergency Service Schemt, 1ef' 
29 

Aus tral ia towards the end of December wi th ni ne people . 

S ince the f irst aim of the United Nations was to effect a 

w1 thdrawal of foreign forces from Egy pt, Is~ael was labeled~= ~r 

aggress.:ir. Yet tht Western European r.:ount r· ies. ma-r:A'ta ined that 

Israe l acted In self-defense. Jn accordance with this att1tud~ 1 

the Fore i gn Minister of Australia, speaking at the UN e xp ressed 

- the opinion that " ... to say that Israe l ' s at tacl< on Egypt was 1ri 

respon se to ' long provocations ' is a ver >' moderate statement.)°rr. 1s 

occurred by the middle of November before increas ing pr~ssure for~-
.. 

ed Britain and France to announce the 1 r with drawal from the Suez 

Canal. Once again the timing . of the statement may be critical 1n 

understanding i ts meaning. Whether it was in tended to support Israe l 

or to help the Br itish gain time in the ir political manoeuvres in 

the Middle Eas t Is, at least, an open question. By November 20, 
\ 

seven hundred UN forces were in Egypt and another three thousan d 

were to arrive. On November 22 1 the Brit i sJY official l y announced 

their wi thdrawal and one month later the last British and Fre nc h 

sbldiers left Egypt, The Sovi e t and Afro- As\an bloc 's demand's for 

the UN to immediately i ntervene ~e no surprise. The Western nat-



ion 's now i ncreasi n g p r ess ur e on I s r ael t o withdraw be hind t he 1 i ne~ 

of the Rhode s a rm i s ti ce did no t rece i ve much notic e i n t he Aus t ralian 

J ewish press whil e, on the o t he r hand, the attitude he ld by th e 

United States was h i ghl y criti c i z ed once more . For e xamp le, the 
J 

e d i t orial o{ The Austral i a n Jew i sh NE- ws stated : "We now find Dull'=S 

purring becau s~ Br i tain has be e n forced out of the Mi dd l e Eas t . We 

f i nd him testy as E- Ver a bout Israel Cit i s our view he would be a 

happ i er man if Israel di~ not e xis t >, as b l in d as ever a bout Nasser 

and th e whole set of conditions in the Midd l e East . "
3 1 

I n addi ti on, 

t he s ense of isolation so pre va l ent during the l ong months that 

preceded the Sina i Campa i gn , was felt again. 

Tov.1ar ds the middle of Oe -:embe r-, l o:- s s e<nd 1 E'"S~ importance wa~. 

g i ven by Austral i :i.n ,Je-wr y t o the situ ~tic•n i n the Mi dd le East. l t 

is true tha. t the news, now mostl y com i ng from Tel -Aviv and t'he 

United Ste1 t e ·:, instead of Tel -Aviv and London 1 we-r e r ep or ted, but 

the a.i:tiv i ties that inv ol ved s upp or t f ar lsr-a e l in Australia were 

f '? w . Th e public r· e lations c amp aign for the "Call of Israel" was 

s mall an d on ly t he ap pea l for the Mag~n David Adorn cont i nu ed unt tr-

i ng l y . There ar e t wo mai n re ason s wh ich e x p lain t he si tuat i o n . F trs t 1 

as a result of the in vasion of Hungary by Russi a, large cont ingen t s 

of Hu ngar ian Jews s tart ed to ar r i ve in Austra li a and the focus wa s 

directed to them . Sec on d, the 1956 Ol ymp i~ Games , whi c h were hel d 

in Me l bour ne, began : f o r t he Au s t ralian pe ople 1 i nc l uding Jews , 

s port s a r e a very impor tant part o f their- l lv e s and t he Olympics 

seem to have been their ma i n concern a t that t i me. 

After England ' s withdrawa l from Egypt , it be c ame clear t hat 

th e Uni ted States was t he new p ovJer gradu a 11 y 11 ente r i ng" the 



Midd l e Eo.st.
3 2 Even the Jew ish press in Austr-al 1.:- 1 .. a:; a-r • .:-u:ly 

awa1t 1ng the " E isenhower Doctrine" for the Middle ~~s 
33 7her -

efore, ~+t2r -: UN Gener.al Asst?mb l; reso'Jtiori on .Jc.nuH'> ;-, i957 

a9~ 1n demanded 1ns tc.n t Israel 1 e vJcu~t1on without ~r ev1ou $ s2 t -

tlemen t of the Ar.ab-I sraeli con fl 1ct 1 H ie ECA.J :ni: t n e Z : or.i :.t 

Fede ration asked Prime Min i ster Menzies to intervene w1 t~ Eisen-

hower to sec ure free- p assage for ls.re-e l 1 -$h 1 p<: through tr1.:- Su ez 

Board of ~epul1es an d was int e rpreted as a ca· I for act i c ~ in Com-

cordan c c:- i,.11 tt1 this strat i:-gy of act ion , ~ r;1Jbl 1.:: '!12et 1r.g :.1J p -

1at 1or- •:• th.:- r.ustr~l 1an gov ernment for • t<: pol<:· e x pre-~~ed b ; 

34 
C2se > ~t tht? UN . During thi:- d1ff1cult montt1s cf ci:b.a te~ the-'" tc-:;v 

p 1 c.ce :> t the- UN, and pe.r t 1cu 1 ar11 during Febru.:-r ,, :.-nd 11.;.:- :h w:i e n 

sanct ions 11Jer e proposed ag.0 1ns t I srael , the Austr.:.l I an 90li<?rr1men: 

voted c.galnst a n y sanction. At the beginning of Marc h an Israel 1 

Ca.bir1et M~~ber e x pressed gra.titude for Aus t rc. l i ;;'"= cttit•Jd~ ~!;the 

UN , adding that " .•• forces for jus t ice 3nd tru t~. ~t i ll .,. ,. st en 

thi s world . 10 35 

Conclus ion. 

Towar ds the end of 1955 1 cr-1 t lci sms against Englar •. j ' s ,:ios1 t 1on 

vis-a-vis Arab countries-particularl y its p ol •C · of app~~$emer:t 

towards Egypt-were r-aised for the first time iv1th1r. Australian 

.. 
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Jewr-y . This cri t1 r:.:ism, howe \• e) w~s n•:it approv .:-"cl b y 1.:ir·9e se gm'?nt s 

of Austral 1an Jews. 1 not even when Eng l""nd's J i? w-; Ctp!?rd _, er t1c i z-?i'.:l 

their cou ntr> . En g land ' s honor i..i as more i mpi:•rtant f or ~u : t r ~11-=-n J 
Jews than for man.r 1n Engla.nd it s elf . Aus t !"' .ali;,.;i .Jo:- v..•s ~1-:o fol l m\l t-d 

the caut i ou s v 1.:-1 .. 1 ~ of th e ir· ovm gov e rnmt- nt, w~il1:h opti:-d t ci 1.\.1.ai t 

and see how Engl~~d wcul d de cide t o ~c~ r e garding ~he M: d d '2 East 

' appro>:i m.:i. t<:l :-· sut y pe r- cent of thE- Err1~gen c) C.:i.ii f•nci.n ci.?' t ~.rget 

rema i ned unfulfill e d 2 n d the amount: pledge d were p~id slu~g1 sh 1> 

The poor reaction was also reflected 1n the ~r>' 5ma,1; numt-.;_.r o t 

volunteers who went to Israel. 

" Although the general conclusion, a slow and d isapp oin t ing 

1( 

r-eaction stands; it ma.y h.ave r-esulted i f! a grow i ng, n ew i denti f i c ation 

with Israel graduall y but i ncreas ingly i n 1 t= cente r . A comment 

wh i ch best e x emplifies this trend was e x pressed by Re v erend John 

Ale x ander , leade r of the Australian Student Chr-ist i ~n i1ov ernE-nt a:nd 

sub-De a n of Ormon'1 College Melboul"ne Unlversib· : " Pr-1 1::-r t-:: 1.h c: 11>1~r 

Jewish student s did not present a cohel"e n t un it as ttey do so succ essfu l -

1 y today • ..3\he comment was made three months after- t!": E- war- •#.?S .~1 1 er. 



Bratil ian Jewry ' s React i on. 

In the first part c•f this thes i s, the Importance of England ' s 

pos 1 tion concern i ng the Middle East and i ts i mp act on th e 

Austr al ran Gov e rnme nt , 1 ts popula t i on , · ~nd its Jewr y was c 1s c ussed. 

The h i storic conne c t i ons be tw e e~ Eng l and and Australia, w~ • ch shaped 

the contex t of re .~ct r oncz of Austr-al 1an ... rel"-'r y , had no para : l el in 

t he ::a.s e of Br-az i l . Portu gal , the colcinial power tha. t hc.d 1nf l uenci: c' 

8raz 111 a n c u l ture c.n1j 1ns t1t•Jt 1ons ce.;i.s i:-d long ago t o tie~ mi l i tar ;,-

or politi ca l world 1nfl 1Jence. it ha.d no i nterest 1n t he M• :!d l e Easto?rn 

c onfiict and had n o r e .a 4Wice rn Sr~zil ' s foreigi'I pol i c t E-cz. Th•Js, 

the e xpectat i on$ and e ven angu i sh th .a t We r' e felt by Ausf:r ~- •·?.n .Jewr >' 

as a r e su lt of England' s dir'ec t 1nter vention as t ~ e ma ndat or y power 

1n P31estine and later on as an active partner in the l nv~sion of 

Egypt wer e not shared by Braz}l ian Jewr y , although the y fo l lowed with 

great 1nterest e ven ts related · to the Zionist cause , particu larly after 

World War II. Nevertheless, the y were more distanced s i nce th ei r 

c oun t r y was not under the tac i t supervision of a colonial power 

d irectly i nvo lved in the conflict as was the case wi th Australia . 

In spite of the lack of antisemitism i n Braz il ' s societY, i ts 

~ewry ne ver developed a · s en se of Jewish consciousness nor ~ st rong 

i dentificat ion with Jewish causes. A low profile was mant a i ned, ~ot 

because the government required it, but rather because Br~i i l ian Jewry 

fe l t comfortable that way since their in t eres ts w~re main l y soc i al 

and economic, with the goal of further i ncreas ing their s oci al and 

economic status . 

The ye ar of t he S ina i Campaign, 1956, was ne t ab le for the Jews 



of Brazi 1 due to three occurrences i n the Jewish community : the 

inauguration of "A Hebraica" , a social and sports club In Rio de 

Janeiro, scan da lous frauds involving major Jewish i nst itutions in 

Rio i and the shameful reaction o f Brazil ian Jewry to the 1956 cr1s1s 

1n th e Middle East. 

rn early January, th e new and e~cJu5 1v e Hebr~ i ca Club open ed 1 :fter 

construction e xpenses o f Cr$ 27,000 1 000 . Celebr6tion of the euent i n-

el uded performance~ b · various dance groups and speeches b> membe r s 

of different organ1zat1ons . 37 Rio's Jewr ~ was de li ghted to have ! 

Jewi sh club to mee-t their i ncreasing soc i al ne;'ds. 

Far less pleasant were the fund management sc and~l s th ~ t ~ccJrre d n Pio 

i n11c1lvi ng the d1 vers1on of cap i tal f r-om J ~wlsh 1nstitut 1or.s . Thus, tl'le 

"T.;.lmud Tora School''i a l'"1 i ghl y r- espected Jewish school 1r, Rio! wa~ 

under pressure due to financial d iscr-epancles. A ge neral meet in g was 

~ttended by more th an 1 ,000 people who r equested in formation about 

the school's f in ances. The board of directors was unable to g iv e ~ 

deta i led account of the use of funds and was also unable to gi v e • 

coherent explanation of the school 's bclance sheet?8 

Another difficult situation developld at the " He vra Kadl sha" of Rio. 

The Jornal Israel ita of Januar y 22 1 reported the r-esignations of four 

members of the "Hevra Kadisha. ' s" board .who wanted to Keep their name s 

c 1 ear- behind any doubt. These members were :. Bernardo Di arnan t, Alter 

Waitsman, Shlomo Cyt ryn, and Shmil Erl i ch. The problem at that 

institution involved the diversion of capital to pr iva te i)ocKets. P.1-

legations of fraud were made against the president of the organizat-., 
ion, Moshe Zinguerevitch, who was accused of di ve rting Cr$ 750,000 

with the he 1 p of his brother who res I ded in l srae 1 •39 Month s pa.ssed b,>' 

and Zinguerevitch was still president of the "Hevra Kadtsha", in spite 

of continuing a.ccusations .40 It was only in earl y May that a genera.I 



meeting was proposed to discuss Zinguere vi tch ' s position. By then, 

the amount under invest i gation was established as be ing use: 10 ,0 00 , 

slightly infer i or to the former amount given in cr'uze iros .4 1 The date 

for the mee~ i ng was changed seyera l times and, fina lly, n ew elec t i ons 

tooK place on l y .in November~4 2 Thus 1 during the Sinai Ca.mpC".t gn, one of 

the- major institutions of Jewish "I ife'' 1n Rio de J ano;oiro , ~·Jh 1 c h wa~· 

usually involved 1n the collectic•n of mone y , was viewed with suspicion 

and anger by the local J ewish populat i on . 

Still another prob lematic situ~t ion occurred , th i s time involv ing 

the "Organ1 z aca o Sionista Un i f icada" ( Unif i cada or OSU) of R i o. The OSU 

was another e x ample of in terned in tl"' 1gues and a poss i bl;. new case of 

em!::e zzl~!!'!~ n t ~ co11ei:ted f1Jnds.43 Th-is t i me, however~ t h t? v i ct i ms wer:-

the "bon a fide• donor-: .$nd the St .ate of Isr-ae l . By Febr1Ju' of 195.5 1 

i t was clear-and offic i al - tha. t the "UrVf1cada• was ha.v :ng a dif+1cu;t 

·ti me 1.1:hen it announced an election for new board member s a nd pr-1°'"s1dO?nt. 

In March, a new pre~ldent and board of directors were appointed ~nd , 

fol lowing the elections, a motion t o -;.eparate the funds c f the OSU 

from funds collected b y organizat i ons such as "Magbit" .;nd "Ker o:> n Ha

Yessod" was turned down.44 The elections did not remove tne cont in1J ouc: 

'-
cl 1 m.ate of suspicion within the "Unif icada." Thus , on August 19, the 

Gep~ra t Zionists published a note addressed to the "Yishu v " which sta ted; 

" •• • Since there is no possibil i t y of · seri-ous Zionist ci.ct ivi ties 

within the ' present trends of the Unificada, and afte r al 1 at

temp ts to meli orate and to mend the situation had · fa i le d , we 

resolve to leave the Unificada, which has become an ins t r ument 

' i n the hands of certain group s and i s no more the ex pr ession of 

the responsibility and unit y of its lnst itutions."45 

That the "Unificada" was not a unifying element anymore- if it ever 



-, 

... 

was- came as no news 1n October when tfi is time the "Mizr.;r11" and 

"Hape>el Hamizl'ahi" !'eported the fail1Jre of the "Un ificada," .?s d,rt 

46 
umbrella organizat i on. Al though a state vel'ging on chaos was evident, 

one may asK what triggered the crisis at this institution. If a single 

wo!' d could sumal'ize the s l tuation of Rio ' s Jewish organiza tions at the 

time, th at Wol'd would be "fraud." A May 10 ~rticle at the Aonde Varnes 

magazine frankl y stated its position on the situat1cri at t'9 "Un 1ficada . n 

Wh1 le Jorn.o.l Isra.el 1ta' -; aim was to gi ve a generic pictiJre :if tho:-

Jev<Jish commun ity, 1n p?"' icula.'r that of Rio de Janeiro, t h "' srnall i? r 

but m•:Jr e in.:1s1ve Aond,:. Vamos became tht> cent e r of the .:on~~o11er· s ,.-

regarding the "Unific~d~". The Aonde Vamos' article stated ~hat some-

t ime-s. on ly a s n: th of h -: -::>r1ginal .amoun: of funds collecte::: for 

Tsrael went, in f<>ct, to Tsrael . The appointment of a ne w : -eside r.t a-a 

and board of d1recto!'s ~or the "Unificada" which took place 1 n Marc~ 

l>Jas seen by thi;- rr.agaz i r1e a~ a fake, and ;:!'om other wr i tter !?v!t sh 

sou l"'c es it wa.s cl-:ar:- th a.t at least the chc..ot i c situation d i d not ~ nd 

with the change of its ~ x ecuti v e in Maren. Aonde Vamos ' ar~ cle cont-

inued by saying : 

" •.• but what to do when Winterstein was imposed as pres ident of 

the Unificada a.nd the democ!'atic process is now more offended (st c ) 

than eve!'? How to accept that holy funds assigned to ' med 1nah' <sic ) 

al'e being d iverted and Used to finance local polic i es and a great 

deal of e xpenses? . .. " 

Aonde Vamos fc'ontinued i~s attacks on the "Unifica.da" and many of the 

o!'ganizations it l"'epresented. Thus, by the middle of J une T: stated 

that some th i l'typeople occupying e xecut ive positions at the "Unificada." 

made the ir 1 iv ing through the funds co llected b y "Magbit-Ke r en HaYessod", 

47 
~Ke ren Kaiemet lels!'ael",etc. The situation was in deed so cha6trc 



regarding the mis1Jse of funds co l lected -for Isr~El that , as Aonde 

Vamos r eported, the establishment of a committee t o supervise ~. 11 

these fund-raising activities was under consideration.
48 

One 1s compel l ed to asK what role the Federation had as a 

r e presen t a t ive of Jewish lnsti tut ions in t his rather stormy situat-

ion . Alth ough thE' headqu.artE-rs of the Fe der ation were in Sao Paul •:i , 

i t also had offices in Rio de Jane iro and local matters wer~ treat+d 

without op e n int erference since a clear i s~ue of r!valr> e x isted 

be tween the two most important Braz il 1an c it i es and J ewri es. As 

ch ~nc e s o f succ ess due to the wi 1 1 for self-de t errn in at,on and the ~ega -

l oman 1a which we re part of most Jewish organ 1zat1ans . The fat lure ~f 

t he Fi:der~. t i on a-= a le;;iitim<i.te repre~enta. tive of Braz ilian Jewr>' v= = 

so obvious that the Jorn.o..l lsraelita could openl )' l-"ri te about the 

"pouquiss.imo prest igi o" (V €:r' Y . littl e prestige ) e arned;~_r-th<>. t i nst·:: 

ut ion .49 I n earl y February , Before the "Unificada" ~it uat ion becami 
/ 

publicl y acrimonious , Rio ' s Federat ion r egrette d th at it was not &sked 

t o med ia te the conf l icts i nvorving several institutions . In a not>? 

addressed to the "Y.ishuv," the Federat i on st.:i.t e d the following : 

"The Federat i on came t o Know through organs of the loca l Jewish 

press, of accusations against leaders of Jewish institutiqns . •• 

th e Federat i on deep ly laments the occur~~n ce, which has t o do 

With the p r e stige and honor of our c ommunit y an d is surprised 

b >' the fact that issue & of obvious public interes t we re not 

t d f th . . f th F t I "SO presen e or e cons1derat 1on o e ede ra. on •.. 

' A sad note was added to t h e fragi 1 e record of the Fede ration Wh '?n 

a few months later, and for unex p l ained reasons, it sought to c lear 

the name of th e Zei-fman brot hers, against whom a "herem" wa.s es tab-



1 ished ye ar~ before--and ratified at the t ime by the Fede r~tion--

for a l le ged co l abor ation with the naz is . As a ~esul t af the Fede r~t
'-, 

ion 's att empt angry protestat i ons fo l lowed, t hus creating a rot ted 

image for the Federation ' s al ready poor.performan ce as the central-
5 1 

iz i ng vo i ce of JellJISh i ns t i tut i ons. 

I n Sao Paulo 1 a general overview of i ts Jewr y a t the time unde r 

consider2t1on r e u e~Js a much cal mer, more or ganized sit uation than 

the one offered by Rio de Janeiro, 1n a way reflecting the different 

character of these ci t ies : Rio with its ge ograph ic be2uty 1 celebrated 

be aches, and a r el ~xed atmosphere; Sao Paulo with its growing power 

as the financial center of Braz il , as~ r esult more organi zed and 1 

t hough 2s friendly as any Br a.z i lian c ity , more "alert'' than Ri o. Altr.c .. J•;ih 

la.cKi ng the scandals that became part o f Rio ._Tewry 's ever ydar life, 

seriou s problems also a ffec ted and aff l 1c ted som• of Sao P~ulo ' s 

Jew ish i nstitutions . Thus , i n Januar- y o f 1956, ~ fa r ewell•meet i ng 

·f or young "m.:i.dl"'1ch i m" tl"'avel in g to I srael failed ti:i be succ e ssful 

becau se of the "lack o f interest demon strated by our leaders, whose 
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relat ions with the you th had been of a t heore t ic ch~racte r only . " 

An unexpected attack aga inst the "Magb 1t " occurred during that fare-

well meeting when one of the speaKers, Adalberto Cor1na ld i , a former 

president of Sao Pau l o 's "Uni ficada• accused people of using the 

"Magb it" for perso~al purposes . Apparent l y , his attacK was dir ected 

aga i nst the general publ i c an d not aga i nst Jewish l eader s or i ns-

titut ions . In fact, Corinald i's diatribe had as i t s targ~t t hose 

who used the "Magbit" 4nd the "Unificada" to ~end their ch il dren to 

I srael for a gr ea tl y re duced price While they were wealth y e nough 

" to do so with ou t the ~ubvention of tho~e organizat ions. Corinaldi ' s 

at tac K was cr itici zed in the Jewish press as"· .. une l egan t and i nop

portune , •• " and " •• • u.njust ..... 53 In add iti on, the nex t month the 

/ 
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Federat ion a.Know ledged some problems, which were re flect~d b y the 

resignat ion and later r eadm ission of 1 ts president. The onl y clue 

given "en passan t" was a p~oblem at the " He vra Kadisha)" which was 

accused of d i shonest favor f tism in the adju d i cation o f grave-lots 

54 
at the cemete-r y . During the same month the Jorn al I sr ae li ta of R io 

reported th~t the "Un1ficada " of Sao Paul o was c lose t~ e x t i nct i on 

due t o the lac !< o f leaders with an undel"sta.nd l ng of the n>?e ds of t he 

55 
commun 1 b ' . 

Thus, 1n 1956, the J ewi sh communit y of 8r4zi l was in a state close 

to chaos r ego..rd1ng impor tant s e c tors o f i ts 1eader5hip ~n = , 1n an > 

case , ill p r epared to act in an organ i zed 11Je ;-t . Th i s toJas p? r t1cuiarl y 

so 1n R i o de Janeiro where distrust of s ome of the most ·~portant 

instltuh cins of J ewi s h l i fe was .:rn up s etting fact. In Sac P3.ulo , 

tr.e- problems '-'":· re b y- f.;,. r le:s notorious ~han in R i c• , b u t 5 t 11 1 a 

strong Jewi sh le~dership, able to forge a commi tted conc 1ou~ness 1n 

matters related to Judaism·and Israel 1 se emed to be l ~ck ing . The 

fact th a.t Sr.;i.z.i 1 tan J ev~ry ~vas •Jnabl e to prese nt a c oherent i nterna l 

front and to come to terms with its own d 1v e rsi t y was be~ t ill ust -

rated b y a sermon g iv en b y Rabbi Lemle) of Rio de Jane 1ro 1 ent i lled 

"Sal u emos o nosso L ar"( Le t;s save our home ) . I t i s 1ntere·:t1ng to 

not i ce the solution offered to sav e the di sintegrating Brazilian 

J ew i sh home: the commun ity was, a cc ording t o Lemle , to be 
56 

united I n r ela-tion to Isr-ael. Thi s is an outsa.nding exampl e of a 

pattern of be havior b y Jewish commun ities around the wor l d which 

t~nded 1 t ~ocus on the cau se of I sr-ae l as th e be st e xpression 

of Judaism the y c ould come up with , thus neg lec t in g creat i vi t y in 

the ir own c i r.r.:ums!'ances in t"he i r respect ive d i asp or as . The- exag-

gerated focui a nd dependence on Israel for their own 

spiritual survival created wit h t ime an uncomfor t able s iba. t ion 

• 
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for most , if not .:<.11 diasporas once the Palest i ni an ;ssue became 

an i nc reasi ng element of fr iction between Israe l and the in ternat-

i on al communit ~ . The pol 1ci es of Israel r egarding the role of the 

d iasp oras is also a fundamental issue t o be def in ed, particularly 

when f o r most r epresentat ives of the Zionist mo veme nt and Israel, 

the Jewish diaspor~ was an d 1s peripheral t.o the cen>r"r"al 1 ty of 

Israel . in the c<>.se of Brazil, due to thi:? genel"'al 1 zed indiff erence 

to Judaism, r •. ~ big push wa.s needed for Israe l t o be come the center· 

of concerr1 for Braz ili an Jews. T h>? still unanswered quest 1.:;n is to 

what e x tE-nt th : -:- concer·n r,.1as important for mi::-t Braz 1l1an ,JE"-'IS. 

The month of Marc h brought an unusual moveme nt regarding Braz-

i 1 ian Je \•li <:h 1 -:- .:-::le rc:.hi p , mas t p.articula,r- l y those enga.g e d 1n Zion-

i st a1:t 1vi ~ e s . In earh marct-1 1 a mei:?ting of Latin Amer1c~n Jewish 

commun1 ties tooh place 1 n Montevideo , Ul"'uguay . Its main goal was 

to dee l ar-e i ts -; uppor t for- I srae 1 . Th e congress st.a ted i ts v ehernen t 

pr· otest against the ''dictatorial tactic s " of United Stat.es " 

Secre tary of Stat e, John F. Dulles, for bT ocV l ng arms s~les tc 

Israel. It als.:::> protested agains t ag.oi. inst dubious Sovi et pol icl!?s 

of preachin g peace at the UN while selling arms to the governments 

of the "feudal Arab world." England was al so cri t icize d for its 

pol icy of appeas~men t t owar d~ the Arabs atid char-ged with tr yin g 

to sav e i t s failu r e i n the Middle East by risK1ng Israel 's sec~ri ty .57 

Fol1owi ng the meet i ng, a number of non-Latin Amer ican Jewish 

\... # 

representatives visited Brazi l and other cou ntri es in the are a . The 

most significant vi sit to Br a z il was by Pi nchas Sapir, lsr-ae l's 

Minister of Comm!?rc~ who arrived on April s.58 
He ste-. ted t hat the aim 

of his visit 11-1as to interest Br a zilian Jews i n inves'ting in Israel 
~ 

an d to create a cl ima te of economic coope ration with Brazil . Sin ce 



his v is i t coincided with the eigh t h anni versary of I srael's 

i ndepe nde nce, he was the official representat ive of his cou otry 

for the e vent. Howev er . the organ iza t ion of the popular c elebrat ion 

was cr itici ze d for- bei ng unusuall y elitist s i nc e it was switched 

from th e "Est .:id 10 do Pacaembu" in Sao Pa•Jl o 1 where e ver>·oneo could 

a ttend, to a pr ivat e banqu et in honor o f Sap ir and wh ich was at-

tende d by prom in ent Jewish personal 1 ties of Bra.zi 1 . Th e Jornal 

I srael i ta ' s cc1r-respon da.n t i n ~;ac• P.«.ulo 1 noted that Israel ' s 

Independen ce ~ay , which usuall y attracted between 10 1 000 to 18,000 

pe o p le , was in iS'5c· .:i.n "el i t is t celebr«:..t i•::m" that l eft c•u t the not 

so important donors and non-infl uent i a l Zionists. On the ot~er hand , 

added the newsp~per, t he leadersh ip asKed t he entire cammun • ~ v to 

contribu ti? 
'i 59 

t o Jsrael, each accord ing to hi~ means. 

On June 14, th e Mayor of Tel-Aviv, Ha1m L.e vanon, .arr1..ve d •n Sa.:. 

Paulo a.nd de cic_r .;. 1j thi= a nnu.«1 fund-r-<:. tsing ca.mpaign for Isr:.el of-

ficiall y ope n . Th e .Jewi sh lee.dership went out of its way t ci c r eate 

an "aura t: 
of p r estige_" for Le vanon 's <:.r-r 1va.l : thE Chief of Protocol 

of Sao Paulo ' s Admi ni strati on and a represen tati ve of the govern

ment were part of t he wel com i ng retinue~O 

It a ppears that fund-raising camp aign s ·for- Israe l we r e vi e•JJed 

with so mu ch d i strust by the Jew ish communit y , whose hearts an d 

pockets ha d been shamefu 11 y decei ved by s ome leaders, that i t was 

ne cess a ry to reestablish the commu nity 's conf i den c e through we 11 

organized and serious activities. In addition, the sta te of the 

economy was not in good shape : almost coinciding wi th the 

beginn in g o f newly elected president Juscel inc Kubitchel<-'~ f iv e 

year term , which occu ~red on Februar y of 1956 , the in c reas ingl y 

-booming Braz i I i a n economy s uff e red a s 1 owdown 1 a r ge l y due tc• a 

drop i a the pri ce of coffee in t h e internat i onal mar Ket ~ wh i ch 

{ 
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resu lted in in flation and economic instabil i t y .
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Perhaps it ~as 

the sum of these c1rcum:.tances 1 d i strust o f the Jewish commun i t y 

regarding most o f i ts leadership and the difficult t i mes i n r el at-

ion to Brazi 1 ' s economy , t hat brought a.bout thE publ 1c ;o;. t1on of 

one of the most amazing adverti sements ever publ f sho:-d in .:irde r 

~ 
to a t tr-o.ct a tte n danci: for a publ ic r?ll y i n s upport o f Isr;:;;:. ', 

organ i zed by the "Kere n HaY e s sod-Magb 1 t " of Ri o de J~ne iro 1n 

ear l >' .June. Afte r cal-1 i ng for the "Yshu v " to attend, it st:;; tt- d 
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in large pr in t : "NO FUND-RA I S I NG ACTI VIT IES." 

As for the fund-ra i sing c ampa ign, which began b> the 

m iddle o f .June, four months lat er I t wa:: sti 1 1 under•.v a.)' . · : :. amc1unt-: 

we re made put.J ic , on! /" 1 1::.t s conte1n1ns na.mec;; of donors. :n 

addi t lon, Cron1c3 J~-ra el I t.a r::•f Sac• Paulo publ ished on i ts 11r 5t 

p.age' 1n the October 3 1 ed iti on, 
/ 

informati on about how t.hE- mon -:- v 

ra i sed wa s to be usedCagrir::ul ture, pr?duct i on 6nd export~~ 1 on of 

phosphate, etc. ) , which must bave be@n ~re li e f for s ome donor s 1 

though one wonders how the I srae 1 i gov ernment wou 1 d !( now ;-.ot,,i to 

distr i bute an amount of mone y no t"yet ful l y collect .:-d and.J how it 

could give a rather une x pected, deta i Jed e xplana t i on. In !nY c ase, 

J( 

it in d ica ted the need for e x planati on felt by the 8 razi1i<-n ,J ewi s h com

mun i t y to in su re the c redibility of fund- ra i sing campaigns. 

It should be noted th a t al though s ome crit i cism was ra i s e d against 

"Magb lt, 11 i t was never accused of mismanAQement of funds . F•Jrthermor-e, 

an ed itori al in the Cron ica I sraeli ta of October 31 , poi nt ei:! out 

th at "Magb i t" was one of the fet>J organizat i ons wh i er. de -s erv ed tot a 1 

confide nce. In Rio, "Ma.gbit " I nit iated a fund-ra ising campai gn i n 

August a. t the house of its president , Israel Saubel.
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A pattern 

of meet i ng at pri vate houses rather than at public places beca.me 

increasingly popula;
64 

and negatively helped to cre ate an a tmosphe r e 
) 



of di ui sion among th e members of the community . This was so because 

the meit1ngs were organized within neigborhoods. every one of which 

cre-at..-d i ts own ''M c.. gbi t" bra.nch! The mot t o of Rio ' s campa i gn 11Ja:: 

"Kol HaMa.gb it'' a.nd , as in Sao Paulo, the amount of money col l ected 

wa s not made publ i c. 

Although the Stne-.i Campaign began cin Octcber 26 , Je~v1~h lde 

1n Bra:il did not change u ery much . In fact, o ne may say that 

I t wa.s al most unaffected by tl"re milttaf"'y cr r ~is · in the Middle 

E:a.st . IJo publ le ra.1 l i' w.:..s or·ganlzed ir1 s upport of I srael . No :. ta,te-

ment'E ~f the Fede ration or an~ other represent&tive J ewish 

organ i ::aticn asKl :;g ~he E'c- 2.2 1 liar. ·~o vernment to support Tsr.;,e J' ;,. 

" cause were re ported 1n t he press . The re were no paf"'ticula~l y 

irr;pof"'.t'°'nt .:..cti vit)"es b y Jew i s h you th groups. tr- yi ng to de~ ; 11Jith 

t he e vents in the Middle East. Even at the end of October and the 

beg i nn i ng of Novemtier, Jewish conc e rns in Rio revolved around the 

ongoing prob lems o f ff"'aud in the "Hevf"'a Kadisha" and a heav il y 

public i zed visit by Nahum Goldman, Which was finally cancelled 

because o f the situation in Israel . Per-haps the only organization 

which con tinued to s how ac t iv e in te r est was "Magbi t", which estab-

1 i shed an - emergenc >' fund-raisi ng c ampaign to1;.1ards t he end of Decem-
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bef"'. The Jornal lsrael i ta. 1 I n i t s edition of November 11, though t i t 

wa s necessary to publi sh on the first page an e xplan a t ion Of the caus-

es that led to I srael 's i nvasion of Egypt. Dur i ng the weeK that pl"'ec-

ede d tha t edition the "Un l f icada" declared i ts s upp ort f or- Israel, 

praisec the effor t s di the Israe l i army , and inv ite d the commun ity 
66 

to un it e in supporting Israel . Similar posi tive st a teme n t s wer-e 

al s o expressed by th~ th i rd national meetin g of the ~confede racao das 

Entidades Representati vas da Colectividade Israel ita de Bf"'az il" 



the hand held out by Ben-Gur i on. The influen t ial 0 Eitado de Sao 

Paulo declared that I-srael ' s invasi on was "larne-ntabl.;." P.rrhaps 

the mo':.t e x t r-eme react 1 on was e xpr essed by Lou re i r a Gama of the 

Corr e to Paulistano, vJha v i ewed the militar-:- crisis. ~> the "off1c io..l 
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inaugu ration of World Wa.r Ill . '' 

A numbe r of interesting observa~ons we re pub lished b y the 
~~ 

magaz i ne Aondc: Vamos . Analyzing the Jewish communi b : re:i.ction ~ -

the conflict , the organ conclude d thC1. t 1 wi tr. the e xc eption c1f ;, 
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small number Cif communists, t t ~·~as rnoral ly w1 ti", lsr-?.el. However. 

w1 thtn the community as wel l as a ge neral d 1 ssat 1 sfa~ t 1on wi t h i ts 

leci.d io.>rship . Th i :. dissati<Efactior1 doe s no t c omp let el y e x p l ain the

indif fer·enceo 1 t d ispla.yed 1n matters related ta .Jud.;.:sm fnd Isr-ae 

Perh.;.ps the cr i s i s w1t ~ i t1 the community bec ame e- vi der. t for Brci.z il · .3.n 

Jews themselves onc e the confl l et of 1956 was over and the y n ~d ~ 

chance to see wh~t their- reaction wa~. Nevertheless$ the response 

cf t he Jewish commun1 t y regardi ng the Sinai Campaign was sh amef u l 

a.nd d isap pointing. Another effort in support c·f Isr- a el that appears 

to hav e be e n neglected by Braz i 1 ian Jews- and Israel ' s repr e senta-

tives in Braz il?--was an or-ganized RUbl ic relations campa ign to 
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lobby government off i cials. 

The Jewish communl t y o f Brazil was certa inly i l 1 pr epar ed to 

find a wa y to s upport Israe l , a nd the mora l support i t offered w~s 

inf r equen tl y channeled i nto concrete activit i e s th at would have 

helped to build a Br a z ilian Jewish i dent ity; e ven if that i den t i t~ 

had t o have a distant Israel as i ts center. It ~s interesting to 

note that the first appeal to the Braz ilian government during th i 3 

period did not occur until the middle of December, and it was rel~t-
,.-. -
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ed to humanitar ia n causes. Thus, a pu b lic rally to protest aga inst 

Egypt 's treatment of Israeli prisoners of w~r, •nd against Nasser ' s 

regime ' s persecutions o f Jews I iv1ng 1n Egypt was org•n1zed 1n Rio 

for December 15. The rolly, which w~s also attended b, ~number of 

pol 1 t 1c1an~, ended wi th & plea to President Kubitc hek, who was 

asKed to mediate and to offe r to dCcept some of the Jews ~till iv -

1ng 1n Egypt as refug~es . 

With the m1l1tary end of th e conflict, the Gener?! S+:c:-etar >· 

of the Ur>J, fo ll ov..dng the recommendation o f the Genera l Assemb ly , 

asKed Sr a z 1l , a.long with othe-r countries, to send so l ~1er~ .;:..s 

part of~ Utl force whic h w.as to control the Gaza strip and the 

southerr straits to assure "free and innocent" navigation through 

th e Guli of Aqaba. The National Braz i I 1an Congress, a~ter long 

debate, igre~d ~ c s end 520 so i d1ers to the Middle East as ~art of 

the UH ~orces. 

Conclusion . 

The various frauds that affected the prestige of Jewish 

lnst1 tut i ons added disappointment and di s t r ust to the us ual 

cl imate of in difference t01.\lards Jewish causes by Braz 1l1a.r1 Jews . 

In add ition to the problems re garding misu se of f unds, many 

importan t Jewish organizations, part i cu larl y the Federation 

and the "Unificada" of both Rio ~e Janeiro and Sao Paulo, were 

i ntern a lly d ivi ded. In relation t o the Jewi sh commun'ft y"s 

reaction to the war , one may say t hat it was indi f ferent 4nd 

i t s l eadersh i p i ll prepared to organize support for Israe l. 

Social a nd sport activities were not suspended becau s e of the 

war i n the Middle East, and Jews sought to keep a low profil e. 



An emergenc > fund-ra. 1 sing ca.mpa.i gn was organ• Zi'd towards th e 

end of December; the amount of mone y col 1 ec ted was not ma.de 

publ 1c but, according to the reports from "M4gb1 t," which 

organized the cCt.tnpaign, it seems that a cltmcte of indifference 

continued to be the mark of Braz11 ••n Jewry . 
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Notes . 

I. Howard M. Sachar, A History of Israel ( New YorK 1 1986 ), 473 . 

2. The "Baghdad Pact" was a defense arrengement signed by Turke y , 

Iran, Iraq, PaKistan and Great Sri tain. This agreement surel y 

p l a yed an important role in Nasse r ' s decision t o look for 

the Commurei<Et Bloc as an arms supplier of Egypt and a~ a 

way. to vnderrn i ne the strength of the· "Baghdad Pact.'' 

3 . Appeasem~r,t w.; s a pol i c y not ne1,1,1 to -England , part icul ;,rlY 

since Lor·d H.:il i f<o.x' s vfs it to Hi tler in 1937. 

4. The Australian '"Te~,•ish Ne~s, October 14 1 17'55. 

5 . The Australian Jewish News, October 21, 1955 . 

6. The Austral i an Jewish News , November 4, 1955. 

7 . The Australian Jewish News , Nov ember 11, 1955. 

8. According to some publ i cat ions the number of p eop 1 e whi:::• att ended 

the rall y came t o ~,500. The amou nt of mone y raised through the 

appeal was considered a posit ive response by the Jewish c ommunity 

i n the eyes of th e Jewish press a nd leadership. Howev er, the 

-poor results obt ai ned in New1 South Wales were attributed to 

lac K of well o rganized propaganda i n that state. 

9. Sachar, A HistQr Y of I srae l 1 476 . See also Theodor Draper, Isra~l 
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and World Politics (New York, 1968> , 3-140. 

10. In 1954 1 when the British announced their 1ntent1on to evacuate 

Suez, Israel dec i ded to bomb publ le places as well as Amer· i c an 

and Br itish bu ildings in Egypt thr ough undercover agents. The 

intent i on was to demonstrate, particularly to Britail'), that it 

woul dn ' t be a good idea to leave S1Je:z in the hand> of ~n an t i-

Western country . Col . Ben y amin Gibl i, chief of arm y 1ntell igence, 

was in~harge of the plot . During July, 1954, variou~ bombs 

exploded as planned but the plot came abruptl y to It~ end when 

a weapon i gnited ~cc i der• t 1 y in the- pocl<e t of on i>, o f 

agents. The plan became public and a tr ia l wa.s h1ld 

II. The Austral 1an Jew ish News, Januar y 6, 1956. 

12. The Australian Jewish News, November 18, 1955. 

he Isra<.? l t 

i n C.a. i r a . 

13. That meeting tooK place during the first weeK of Marc h . 

14. Negotiations between France and I s rael for the deliver y of 

those jets had started long before as we learn from an official 

announcement by the Fren ch Ministr y " of Foreign Affairs dated 

October, 1955. At that time the Ministry felt i t "necessary 

to i nform that no aeroplane of the type known as Mystere has 

ever be~n delivered to Israel." At that time the United States , 

as a member o f NA~O, ve toed the delivery. By March-April , 1956, 

the United States let it be Known that, al though they would not 

consider selling arms to Israel, the y would not object arm del-

iveries by other· countrie~. 



15 . Quoted by The Australian Jewish News, Apr11 13 1 1956 . 

16. The Australian Jewish News, April 27, 1956, T~e message ap-

pea.r e d on t he front page. 

1 7 . The Australian Jewish News, Apr i 1 27, 1956. 

18. The Austrl ian J ewi sh News, Ma y 18, 1956. 

19. The figures of the Appeal appeared in detail in the Je1:J ish 

press . Not onl y totals of the d if ferent c 1 t 1e : arrp st,:tes 
...--;i 

but also of almost e very mee t i ng that was he ld fo r t ha ~ pu r p-

ose are found . 

... 

20. T he Australian ~ewi sh Newsr June 22 1 1956 . 

2 1. The Aus tralian Jew i sh News, Ma rch 16, 1956. 

22. I t is i n t e resti ng t o note tha t a f ew months lat e r a p i ece of 

informa ti on was r ep orte d by The New YorK T imes th rough the 

world renowned c omme ntat or J ame s Res ton . Accor d i ng to the 

in for ma t i on, Case y , Foreign Min is te r of Australia, and his 

col l ege f r om New Ze l a nd asKed ac t i ng- Se c r-e t ary of State 

Hoover, from t he Amer ican gove r nme n t, wh e th er th e IJSA was 

r e a 11 y t ryi ng t o es~abl i sh the UN f or-ce i n Egyp t for the 

pur pose of s tab ili t y to re ach a gener a l sett lemen t in the 

M.l ddl e East or whe the r the USA was mere 1 y tr- y i ng to get the 

Briti s h and French o u t of Egypt wh a tever the cos t. 
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CHAPTER 4 . 

THE SIX- DAY- W~ . 



Preliminaries of War. 

As an outcome of the negotiations that followed the S i na i 

crisis of 1956, the United Nation: Emergency Force <UNEF ·i was 

supposed to take over the Gaza Strip and Sharm el-She i kh . Instead , 

once the Isr~.el is e.-1,1 .~cuated the Gaz..;.. Str-ip, the Egypt i.;,. r, ·= r ushe•j 

into that area and appointed a goyernor on March 18, 19~~. The.-

UNEF did stati on force.-s in Sharm e l -SheiKh, a nd the Stra • t: of 

Tiran were thereby opened to Israel 1 sh i pping. Although ~he - ..---.., 
Israeli leadership decided that Na.sser ' s occupat i or1 of ;:-• .,, Gaz~. 

Strip w.:o.s not worth?. milita.r y a.ct1 c•n , Ben Gur i on made 1: cle -3.r 

that an y attempt to blockade Israeli passage into the G~ 1 f of , 
Aqaba vJould mean war. From t1"1e Israeli point of v 1t- •..J , t -, .,_ UNEF 

was not capable of assuring Isr ael ' s securit y nor fulf 11 ' i ng 

the tasks it had undertaken . Regarding the most important Western 

powers, England and France were not the most trustworth / fr i ends : 

England ' s relations with Israel hei.d been ambiguous, and =r~.nce 

would not act alone . Regarding the United States, the promises 

made by Eisenhower in 1957, were not clearly defined and this 

unc ertaint y led the Israel is to ttwonder what an American ' assurance' 

might be wor th in the end."
2 

During the almost eleven years that passed since the Sinai 

campaign, Israel gre11J in terms of econpmic achievement and inter-

national support . It established firm economic ties v.ii t h many 

African nations, ~.nd during the 19~0s sought to ex pa.nd its economic 

hor i'zon_s e ven to Aus tra 1 i a .
3 

In the Arab countries the s i tua ti on was much more comp 1 ex . • Sy 
I 

1957, in Syria, the Ba' a th Part y control led the mi 1 i to.r->' • 

governme nt and the Commu~ists were the strongest pol !tical force . 

fol 



In In Ir-1, a coup d ' eto.t put Gener-al Abdel Kar-im Kassim 1n po•<J er 

1958, unt i 1 he was ov erthrown in 1963. The new governme nt led by 

Kassim advoca ted a, pr-ogr-am of Arab nationalism and ant i -WEstern1sm 

and asKed the Sov iet Union to be its suppl ief" of arms and e•:onomic 

help . Also tn 1958, Egyp t and Syf"ia merged to form the United Arab 

Rep1Jblic and their- un i on lasted until 1961. In spite of tht? i r- own 

i nterna.l problt:ms, these ''revolution.:..r-y" countr-ies h<i.d? cc.mmon 

cause against the "r-eactionary" countries such as Saud i Arabia and 

Jordan. Mor-eouer, a l l of them wer e un i ted in their ever-growing 

hatred of Israel . Syr 1 ~ and Egypt were the most ou tspoKen f o r 

"I i bo?r at i ng the Arab I.Jct ion from the per 1 l 4 
of Zionism." Howe ve r, 

Nasser was not as eag~r as the Syr i an leadership to launch ·m-

mediate action against Israel. Instead, Nasser proposed the f or -

mat ion of a Un1 ted Arab comman9 and a fighting organization of 

Palestine Arab refugees. In 1964, tr1e latter became Known as tt-,e 

Palestinian L iberat1bn Or gan i zat ion <PLO) and was headed by Ahmed 

Shukairy 1 a former Saudi Arabian representative to the United 

Nations. The PLO was based in the Gaza Strip . A more extrem i st 

group, El Fatah, was based in Syria. As a resulf of the man i pulat ive 

and unnatural creation of those fighting groups by Egypt and Syria, 

the old cycle o~ rai ds and reprisals s t arted aga.iQ. While the 

Eg.Yptian-Israeli"'border was reasonabl y calm, th e Syr-ian-Isr~eli 

bor-der was not, Often, the terrorists would a l so attacK from Jordan. 

The situation became more vio lent once a n~w coup d ' etat i n Syria 

brought extremist Ba r ath 'i sts-the Jadid faction-to pm..ier 1 -. 1966. 

In add i ti on, Nasser r.Jas being pressured towards violence s i :-!ce 

Syria vJas urging Egypt t o go to war against Israel, and Jordo.n's 

King Hussein cont inued to embarr-ass Egypt b y accusing it of using 

/02. 

the UNEF as an alibi not to attack Israel from its terr i tory . Nasser ' s 



hesitation may be attributed to Egypt ' s economy , which iA•< : 1n i ts 

usual sta te: near bankruptcy. 

Of course, al though 1 t appears to be an understatement, ttire ats 

against Israel coming from a v.a.riety of Arab nat ion s were not new 

e vents in the Middle East . In fact, the war of June 1967, was much 

more unexpected than ~t wa5 In 1956 1 when the "smell" of war wa5 

1n the air for at least one year before th~ s1 tuation e xploded . 

The most import ant battle since 1956 was fought on Apr il 7 , 1967 , 

between Syria and I srael : Israeli fighter planes shot down si x Str1an 

M1g-2 l s 1n Syrian territory and then flew over Damascu5. It wa~ 

important not onl y b~cause of the size of the confrontat ion , but 

because of Egypt ' s rather uncomfortable posit ion aftt-r it h<r.d f;. 1lee! 

to a i d Syria . Nasse~ felt i t w a5 nece55ary to e xplain t h 5 and even 

more important to sho1>.1 Egr-pt ' s comm i tment to l ead the wa r of 

I 1beration against Jsr-ae l . 

Since the early April episode , terrorist activities, partic~larly 

from Syrian territory, continued ~n1nterrupted. The Sov iets con-

tributed to the bell i gerent atmosphere b y charg i ng Israe l w1 th 

preparing for war again s t Syria and with i ncreasinQ the concen-

tration of troops along i ts borders . The Soviet Union continued to 

support the regimes of Syria , Egypt and Irak through its rig~ t to 

veto i n the United Nations, a nd to produce vi rulent anti-Israe l i 

Rropaganda. 

On Hay 16, Nasser ordered the UNEF to evacuate the Gaza Strip 

an~~ Thant, the Secretary Ge neral of the UN, unfortunatel y was 

no t able to handle the s i tuation as wel 1 as one might have e x pe c ted, 

g1ven the responsab il i t y of his posit i on. All t oo soon he capi tu-

lated to Nasser 's- d~rnand. On May 14 1 a few days prior to Egypt ' s 
,. 

re quest, Nasser sent the f irs t troops to t he Sinai border, using 

lo ) 
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the fa llacious e x cuse that there was a con centration of Israe li 

for-ces along the Syr- i an· bor-der. Demonstrat ing an aston ishing 1 acK 

of pol i t1cal sKil ls, U Thant or- de red the UNEF evacuat i on on May l 8 1 

and four- days l at e r he was on his way to Cairo . 

More than once e vents have occurred no t be cause of a planned 

str-ategy, but becau$e rhetor- 1c has gone too far- to perm i t a 

retraction. Perhaps the Six -Day War 1s an e xample . It Wa5 a war-

t hat could hav e beeh a ve rt ed, at least for a few year s . Tha t 

poss1bil j t y e vapor-ated somet ime during t he weeK of Ma y 15 to May 

22 . Perhaps if Nasser- d i d not fe el that he had to p r ovE something, 

he cou ld have been satisfi ed wi t h recover ing the Gaza S t rip w1 th out 

a mi 1 i tar- y batt l e. -At some po i nt, howe v el" 1 he decided to go on . 

On May 22 1967, while U Than t was an h is w ~y to Cairo, Nasser 

announced the closin g of the Gu l f of Aqaba: a mo ve not e xpecte d 

even by the Sovi ets, whose s urpr- lse i s quite bell~vabl e, ev e- n with . 
their predictable r-ecct ion o f suppor-t for the Arabs. Therefore i t 

appears t hat al though the situat i on i n t he Middle East was not at 

all c alm prior to May 16, the twenty days that pr ece ded the war 

wer-e f ull of hostile, sudden, and unexpected moves by Egypt th a t 

f l na,1 l y for-ced I srael to act ml 1 i tar-yon .June 4 . 

Austral Ian Jewry's React ton. 

In Austr-al la, Jewish cil"cles wer-e not particularl y alarmed at 

t h e events taking place i n the Middle East. The feel Ing changed by 

the middle of May 1967 . Towards the end of Apr i l the J ew ish press 

criticized Syl" ia's bl ind aggressions against Isr-ael as we l I ~s 

lo 



Russia ' ~ bl i nd support of Arab naticns . Jew ! ~ Jp i n 1 0~ ?lso tended 

to s ympatha i ze wit h t h e rr own government ano ~ith th e West ern ap-

.. t'" .. -' d .:1· " "' tat 1_i -_- qu._-•. " 5 
p r oac11 1e 1 . . ? ·.· ·:ire ... ~- __ 

Pi:: rh:-ps the most i mpor t ant e v o:- nt dur i ng t·~ r : r-.th ·:·f April w-?s 

t h e preparat ion for t h e 1967 UIA campa i gn. T~? d eputy Di rector c~ 

the- 8r·r t i sh C--:.mmonvJea. 1 ~h Di•.•1 s 1.:0n of tho? t:.r:- 2 11 For e i g n Mi n1=-t r., 

Mr . R i v lin , :- rrrv ed tow.3.r d <E: the •.) er ·« .:- nd of ,.;~·r1 l to c-::> nduct t~e 

' 

. 
· l 

. 
' -

peopl .: . .. f::.r- ; ;:':: ih?t Ure fu t ur .:. of the i r pE-c·: 1 E 
6 1n the t ~lc- r1c e ." 

It c.an b e assum.:d from that -:t:.teme n~ the-.t F: 

r th E- .Jewish ccim-

munit y . This c er tai nl y help s e xplai n the di;~? r en c e i n th e Jew1s~ 

fina.nci.;.1 r esponse in 1956 c..r1d in 1967 . To .·:us tr ?.t e t h1 ·:;. gre~ t .;-

ph ilanthrop y 1n 1967 1 th e Montef i ore Homes Ai=:;.''!'<- i se- t? gci.:..l o f 

7 
$ 200 1 000 and r t i::o 11 ec ted $227 , ouo. Aus t ra 1 1 .; '.~ generou s answo:-r 

to UIA ' s fin ancia l request was probabl y fac i ' 1 t~ted b y Israel ' s 

send i ng Rabbi Sh l omo Goren, then Chief Rabb i o f th~ Isr ael Defense 

Forces, to Austral la t o attend cel ebrations · n honor o f Israel 's 

Indep enden ce Day and to he 1 p w ith the UI A c .:-.1ni:•a 1 gn . As pa.rt of th 1 s 

campa ign, during the month of May, a number cf public demonstrat i ons 

in support of I sra>?·l q,Jere organized foc1.1s i ng 0;,n sec urity . At H t i = 

time, se c uri ty di ·d not have a mil i ta.r y conno t.at1on : i t •refer·red 

· to the need t o provide for the well -being of t he i mpressi v e 

' l}'Jmber of new i mm igrants who were " pouring " in to I:-rae'. Th e .. 



emphas is was be ing p laced o n the n e cessity to I mprove th e ~L3l i t Y 

8 
of the young nation ':. i1'c..npo11Je r . A ltt"oou gh the UIA off ic;ai 1 • 

started th e th i rd we~k of M~y , almost co i nci d i ng with t~ e ; udde n 

-
e v ents th?t l e- d to t h e Six -De.)' War, i t ma.; ... be concludec th :-. ~ 

militc.r)- s e-c ur1b vJ.tS r • .:)t :>n 1:~•J o? H. ~t preoccup1e-d thE Austr.:il1a.n 

.Jewi sh corromu n1 t' • et . a,- th e tim -:- n ews r -:-a.ch'? d Ai;stra l 1 3. tn~or·ming 

i t of Nasser ' ~ request ~c withdraw t h e UNEF f rom Gaza ~n d l ~ter 

Gu l f o f Aqaba, t he picture we are present ed w ith 1s of ; Je~ t sh 

I 
communi t~ which ~lre ; ~. had be e n pr e p~red to support t ~ ~ c;use c : 

28, b y the Victori an Jewi sh Board cf De puties and th e State 

Zion1: t Cc•unc1l ,:if Victor1 ?. 1.n a.ddit ;on , ,Jewi s h you~h ;ir aL ; s 

org.a.n1zed th e i r own p r-c test mc..r c t-1 f or th e sci.me- da >' • In S/dn-?/ 1 -: 

mc..ss rai l) w~s c al l ed f~r May 31 . T he r espon se wa s 1 m pr ~ ss u ~: 

i n Melbour ne, 7,00 0 attended the publ i•: rally whil e the y o1Jth 

9 
groups added ani::ither 2 1 500 . Ev e n in S:;.' dne y , the respon~e wa s un-

usual considering its history of reluctance in matters rel~te d to 

...f4Jda ism and Isra.el. An estimated 6,000 gathered i n and .:o.rour:d the 

1 0 
Central Sy0agogue . \ 

The establishment, the ECAJ and the ~ionist. Fede r at icn , r-1:0.cte-d 

by e x press i ng their concern that an ci.rmed confl i ct. might be the 

result of Arab aggress i on and continued to call for a ~ 1 \ a t era1 

11 
reduction of forces through the i nterme-diat i on of the UH . Eve n 

before the outbreak of hos~il ities, both insti tut ions declared 

"emergenc y conditions,~ and asKed the Jew i sh youth to acc ed~ to 



)he r e quest of the WZO b y takin~ the plac? of Israel ' s wor k . r g 

vouth 1 now eng:..nge d in 
12 

Israel ' s defense. The t~rget o~ thi !mer-

go?n•:' cell i,..1as fou r t imes the usual aronual contribution .!<.nd:.. 

m1;,b 111 zat1 on of al 1 Austral I 3.n 
1 3 

Jewry ' s resources w& s re comrr~-jed , 

The rel i g iou s leadersr1ip of Aus tr-.:-1 1a pr-ov e c to be 1 n t uri \·-Ji ~'-1 

1 4 
Wale: decl~red a "D~y of Pray er ~nd F~st ng " far Sunday, Ju-i ~ -

-
to ~hare th e ? l memcr o f th e Ce ntral ~-n~Gcgu e ~ f Svdne1 dur - ~ t~ e 

1 5 
r ; 1 l / th at ta•;,~; p 1 <>.ce on Ma;v· :31 . 

The Austral Jan Governm~nt reflected Western op ln :cn , wh1 : i s ought 
/ 

t ·:. .,; v c• 1 d ;. o: or- ~ 1 1 •: t l•! h I e .::.. t t h .:- s a,m e ti rr. -:- em p I'. ;. :. 1 z e 1j ~: :- :>. t · ~ -? 

Thu s, a fe w da1 s before the war started, P. H~s l uch~ Ex~ er r~ · Af-

iair"=: f'l in i ster 1 :.tated th :.t " ... the '\u s-tr;. lian GovernmH~·t:-:- ·1 ~ve~ 

' tha t redr ess of grieva nces should be sought i n the first r i ~ance 

, 6 
by maKing ful 1 use of Un i ted Nat i ons organ s and m~chin e ry . " Th •s 

~lso was th e opinion which had been e x pressed by the Jewish 

lea.dershi p. 17 

The Austra li an non-Jewish popu1atian 1 s attitude in relat .::in to,, 

th°'e' crisis of 1967 reve'3.led m•Jch more open support of l src.e 1 than 

i n 1956. Even before the beginning of the war on June 5, thi Jew i sh 

press considered that most)'\ Aus tra 1 i ans ~-.1er e sympathetic to ! srae l; s 
18 

c a.u s e. One ,Jewish journalist said op en ly th 11 t contrib•Jtio-:. b > 

. 1 9 . 
non - Jewish would not come as a surprise. In fact, non - Jew · ;h 

contributions had occurred in 1956, but this time the gener~;1 t y 

was to assume une x pec t e d proportions . In June of 1967, e v en ~he 



( Church was i nvolv e d in supporting I srael ' s cau=e. Re v . Rowe of the 

safet >· of :srael and the "Churuch " -:: Gaz<?tte" c al led for '= i m1 lar-

20 
pr-a.yer-<:. ." 

F1Jrt!i e- r mc1b il iz ation to a i d Israel in the pi' esent cr isi s was 

occurr i ng 1n the po1i t1cal "ar·ena." In Melbour-,e, with the biin n1 ng 
I 

of t he war , nine Jewish "L~.b •:•r" or9an z .?t i or. : .::irmed an £mergenc ,. 
21 

Cumrnit~ ee f or Israe l . It~ ta.: k ~..i c..: p-:.t1 t 1c a · -~ther- t h.:.n econom i c 

becau=E urde r th e rul e~ of "emergency c ond 1t 1c-s" e stablished tow ~~ds 

the e n :! of Ma y , fund - ra i s i ng effort'= v! e- re c o or = i n.;.t e d by the 

estab i shment and other camp ai g ns we r e suspenced for thr~e ~ee K 5. 

Re i k G-~u~ 1 Habon im and Ha=homer Hatz~ ·r You t~. The m~ ir l dee w~s 

ta weir ·' ir close coc·peration w1 th Aus tr- a. l 1.:,r, L:::,o r t ·.J s.:-curi;-

S•:::>l id<>r i t " with Isr.:.e l. A fevJ da.ys later, the ~u·:,tral ian Labor 

Party ~ eld a meeting in Ne~ South Wal! E and p~ised a resol ut ion 
22 

a~plaud1n9 Israe l ' s "magnificent victor y ,• c ~ course the war w~ s 

ever t· th.:-n but t h-? diplomatic battl'? wa:. :t~-ting . Thi? Labor 

P.ar t y =. l so ur ged the Aus t ra 1 i an Government to : ·: t through the UN 

t o obtain guarantees for th e permane nt territor i al in tegr1 ty of 

Israel . 

Th e favorabl e opinion towards Isr ael by the Australian popu lation 

·was also reflecte d in the way the me d i a cover'?d the Six-Day War, 

a very different~~ov erage from 1956 . Duri ng the Sinai Campaign of 

1956 , Jewish ci r cle s were very cr i tical of the Australian media ' E 

re-port i ng o f the events . In 1967, tho: opposi te 1;J~.s the C-3.se: the 

pressi radio and te l evision were cons i dered ac tive and generous 

in the i r coverage 6f the Middle East de velopme n ts. One radio com-

Joi 



mentator , Roh~n Rivett , speaK i ng on June 7 on r~dic-~t~t1on 3DB, 

even a dvised th.at, i nsp 1 te of a UN c~a.st? - qr~ ro:>sc:.luti-:n, l~r.;. -=- 1 1 

23 
troops should Keep on going untr I p e .;.ce ~is assured . In ad~ : t1on, 

a te<.>.m of thr-eoe reporters was ~en t to lsr-:.el by Channel 1' te le1,1is1on 

of Melbourne to cov e r- the e v ents . It appe.sr"3 that ~he .,:~el 1r,9 ~i 

24 
great v1ctory --sometimes e vr,n triumphc. 11 srn-c e l ~ bro.ted b> th e 

. 
Jewish people around t he world was shire d by 2 s1gnif 1cant number 

more anal ;. ti cc.I, bette r str•.::tur1:-d ~ rom ; po. 1tic ? l -m 1•1 tar. vi eh -

frequent l. th e case eleven 1~&rs bef ore. AccLs~t·ons &g&1nsl ~h e 

1n the ed i torials . Perhaps the mos t no t ice ab l e ch~nge 3 t nce l ?56 

was the op enness with ~h1ch the principa' Western powe rs wer e 

cr i t1c1zed. Indee d , the Austr.;._1 in Jews wi:r o? l e:; ; ;:-r epared t.:· 
25 

critic i ze Engl a nd 1n 1~' 56 t:Hn the>' we re i n 1967, altriough b -,. 

1967 Eng l and d i d not ha•Je a v1 s1bly prominer>t ro:~ in the are? of 

conflict . The United States recei v ed t hio- most cr1t•c1srr: 1n ~ h e 

Au stralian Jewish press , which actuall y charged 1 twi t~ responsi -

bi l 1 t y fo r the 1967 s i tuat1on as a result of 1 ts unfort un ?..t e 

Inter vent ion in 1956. In addition, the µs along wit h England and 
26 

France, were accusea of be ing bystanders. Therefore, 1n sum, ac-

~ord in g to the Jewish p r ess, both the Sov iets and Amer ic~ns were 

directly to blame for the 1967 crisis ~lthough for d i fferent 

reasons: the American s, main ly for their poor diplornat1c perfor -

ma.nee in 1956-57, and the Soviets as an Inst i gator against Jsra~l 

England an~ France we r e crit i cized for their in d i ffere nce. Th e 

• 



Russ ia , cicc•Jr,...1ng <-fter thi: first few da.>s o" ~1"1 1? 1.iar er-= .o-~ 1 t: 

felt b y th e .)ev1 1s.h people c..fter their totai 

! DF ) • 

Jy a rev enge i g ~ 1ns t man~ decades , e ~en cent_ r1 es of Jew1 ~h powe r -

27 
_ -? : s t E- n c e . · io t c: 1 :"" - d ..... -? 

I J~ f1 t t .! : ~ t I :_f W i t ~. I - ~ . ... ' _, J- - • 

on Melbourn e 3ewr1 , f1~t, perc e nt tended to iave more s~c1~ l 

tended two or more, n1net)-s1 per-cent cont r1but ;:.d fina r- .: j .:-,'lJ 

support Israe i 1 01nd ninet ,.-two percent ga.ve rnor- e hen u::J.;; ? 
28 

The reaction ~mong young ~· e-ople was part 1c u l:o.rly pos it i 1·e: in 

add i t lon to th e ra ll y of Ma y 28, 4,000 young Jews rail 1ed 1n s up-

port of Israel on June 5, once the news of the outbreak of 
29 

host1I1ties became known. Regarding the number of vol unteers 
' 

ready to go to Israel, the Jewish presE stat?d that hundreds wer" 

. 30 b I. w1111 ng to gc•. The off i c 1 a. l num el"'s i nd i ca te tn a.t by the end c•.t 

June 150" volunteer~ wer~ in I sl"'a'? l , wh i 1 e o.r1•:ith~:- 50 to 100 •Al'?r>? 

31 
ready to go i n the near futul"'e . Also, ~ numbel"' of non-Jewish 

Austral 1ans ~ Ypressed their int~ntion to go as volunt~~rs t o 
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!srael; some e " en offere- d to pa,) 
32 th er r own fares . In add 1-t • ·:in 

to the younge r volunteers, 14 Jew ish jcctor5 from Sydn~ y 19ft 
33 

for Israel tc 1-: lp i n t:t"1 ~ hosp1hls. Th9 number c f voluni: ~~r-s 

who c.-i rnt tn Isr?e i 

1 n 1956. 

s re-action tC' fund-r:o t s1ng for th~ 1967 

cr-1s1s differec fr om thE pre u10~~ re? : t o~ 1n i956, perh~p~ 

: -=~- . _.; ... -=r 

had be~n occurring 1.rntil th~.t mom.:nt. The l a•:K of. con.:re t'? 

figur-es may 1nd1cate that Austr~l 1cn Jewr y , al though op en ly ~•Jp-

p or t i 1.• I? of 1 s r a e 1 , so •J g h t t o K e e p o I o~ll p r of i l e 1 n r- e v e a 1 1 n g , 
how weal thy i t was. 

Western Austral 1a , wi tt. 3,000 Je11.•s I 1vi ng i r1 i t s ca.pi tal Per-th , 

gave a donation of Sl00,000 reflect ing, as I n 1956, the suppor t 

34 
of i ts committed commun i ty. St i 11 without announ•: i ng real numbers , 

the UIA Directorate- reported by the middl~ of June tha t the total 

amou nt of p l edges and contributions was rapidly app roaching the 

target. Aga in, it was not clea.r what targ"?t the D i rector.at'? wac;; 

alluding to. Was i t the regular campaign or was it the emergency 

campaign? Were the y r-efer-ring to al 1 the st.-. tes or· to some i ri 

part i cu lar? Whi le the Vi ctor ian leadersh ip c ont inued with th~ir 

/// 

\ 



~O J icy Of not giving f 1gureS tO the pubJ IC , towards the end r C 

,June, the New South Wales representa t. 11 es decrd<?d to in-rorm :i-, e 

~ubl 1c t ha t they h~d ~lr~ady collect~d s~85,000 towards t~e ~~~get 

35 
of tne Emergency """ppeeo. l . It :.eems ..: l ecir then, that al though 

un til some po int V1ctor1ci' s ~nd New South Wal es ' Jewries seemed 

to have dee i ded nc•t tc· spE- :o.Y open l > r ro cone re te numbers, tht-

f1n a. l approach c. n d d.;.c1;1on " ~ried v•. ~:- the states . Pe rh?.p~ t h e 

o f money th e y -a1sed because the st&te, or more accurate' , , ~ ; 

~mall when COtr:F.?..r~d t·:· !''elb·::>•J,....,: 'tc · ~ i:1~1 ~= 1"1.;;\,1n9 clc;o? • -

36 
':I-I E ScVTH? J e w1':'"1 pop •..:l c-t1:rn ) , ;.r,d r•::.l.•' r t t1c.c an unme.t c'" ed :·:-

;iortun1 ty ~o -:.h 0.::iv.: new commitment «nd a diss1p"t e a.ny doubt-: 

about Syd~y ' : o.nc New Sou t h We.Jes ' po<: 1 tion dwr· ing th at drc-...,c-t1c 

hour . 

The reports from Ade la ide, .South Australia , 1n d1·:at~ th~t t!-ie 

money raised 1n support o f Israel gr.;.atl y surp~sse d expect~t 1 on s. 

ln a ra ll y organ12ed after the wa.r beg~n , tf)i: amount pledge d .. ias 
~ 

$31, 000, however, three wee k~ lc..ter, the total p!'ogress vJc..s 

37 
$45 1 000 . The state of Queensland, wh~r e at lea~t ninet> - th~e e 

pe rce nt of the Jewish community contributed, collected over 

38 
$50 ,000. 

As we see, a.I H1ough we Know to sorr1e e x tent t h e a.mou nts of the 
\ 

contributions in some c i t i es or territories , a f i nal figure t•ias. 

' 
no t g iv en, ln t he midd le of J ul y , H. Krongold 1 president of the 

I srae l Eme r gency Appeal, sai d : " . .. I am not ~. t 1 i berty to reveal 

the amount coll e cted . N
3 9 



The Slx -Da.y Wal"' ~1ad c. unique lmport.?.n -:= 1n brtnging Austr~i 1.:-.r. 

J ewry together , probabl v f or the first ti me. This was demonst r a t e d 

by pub' 1c r ill t es ma.ss1~ely ~t tended, ge n erous fin ~nc 1 a.J support 

b y lnd1111dua.ls and 1ns t 1 tut 1ons , a.nd \.1 olunt1?er;:, d wo r k in lsr ~o:- 1 . -
I t was vi ewed as such an impor t&nt cause that 1 t erad ica ted pr e vious 

antip~thies w1 th !n the J ewish commun1~v , ~nd ~s r gn1fic ant ly c~a,ge d 

40 
th i? s :..~us of I-: r 21?1 ind Z 1-:.n1 sm 1r1 t rie comrr1•Jn~l :.truc t ure . " h0t·1-

e v er, h e wa r of June, 1°67 c an not b e cons1der~d an event t~it 

c:r. :;.nged the Jew i sh commun1 t v :;uddenl > :..nc:! out c·f -io th 1r.9 . C.:· ~.;i :;l 

1 t w2s i tl"'eme n~~usly pouer ~ _l e v e nt th2t broug~\ ~bout ~ ~a.~r 

shift 

';ions, and i n the fderd l t ·> OT individual s . s t: l 1 ' th e hc. tl"eC ;)f '" f-. ? 

1 nd 1 ffer-ence o f the Wees ter n powers- , more 1 n terested in thtc- 11· :1wn 

po l rt.11:a l a ddit ions and sub$t,..~ct1ons than in rt- sol vin g thP. c:m-

f 1 i c t wh 11 e th e ;' cou 1 d and , moreover 1 t he i nc.ap~bi 1 1 t y of the UN 

to gi v e sub:tance t o rts claims of Jus tice and mora lity t e ndi~ tc 

produ c e a palpable feel i ng of isola t i on for- Je\I.' : in Isra>:>l ~-;:: s 

consequ£-ntely , for man >' Jew: o.round the wor·l d. Th e m1lllal"')' vi ctor y 

of 1956 onJy . consol i dated those feel ing s or1ce th e d i p lomatic ba tt l e 

was over- . Another fact o r- was the a l ways present memories of th e 

Shoah a nd all the implications that go w i t h th em; although not 

always spoken about, the psychological wound was thel"e . On t he 

other ha.nd , the persis tence of the I srae l i s to survive and l 11.•e, 

and the transf ormat ion o f de serts into oran ge s grov es, was a 

sou rce of pride for Jews e v el"'ywhe!"e. In June s 1967, I srael 's 

smashing victor-y became a vicarious resurrection for the Jews. At 

leas t for a while. 

Another' element that also in fluenced the new i ntegrat ion o f the 
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·Jewi sh communl ty was thi Kidnaping o f Adol~ Eichman~ in Quilmes, 

Buenos Aires, Argentina b y Israel i agents. Wh e n E ichmann ' s c~ptu r i •. 
bec:<".me officially Kno111n on Ma.)' 23i 1960 , the Jev.ti sh worl d we.-= 

shock ed but proud of tt·· ~ d eed ac compl 1 :=hed b r tr.e Isr-ael i s. In .:..•:::i-

d i t i on, o v e r one and a ,~If y ears elapsed betwe en E ichmann' s 

c3;.t u re and h i s hang ing on December 15, 1961. T h ;..t mean t th<it for 

" are ~a · began aga1n . Th i s time, world op 1n 1on w ~~ mor-e di v i de d t h ; -

Fe-de r en~:o , pr-essed for- .:..n internatieorial :ondemr:<-tion of Isr.;el ar: •:: 

for the ir e v ac u ation to t h '!' 1949 armistice l i ne--:. S i nce th e Sovie'::: 

were unsuccesful in the Security Counc il , F ederenKo requested th .:. ' 

the Gener-al Assemb l y mee t t o resolve th e f ssue, trying to br in g 

t he Afro - Asian vo t e aga i nst I sr ae l 1 thi-=- 1n add t ti on to the 

automatic Commun ist vote f o r any Soviet ?ropos a l . 

Since th e day s of the 1956 c r is i s, the American pos i tion on 

I s rae l was gra dua ll y changi n g . T his was du e more to th e particuiar 

ap proac~ of US pr e si de nts r-ath er t n~n because of an alterat i on 

. 
in th e pol icy o f th e S t ate1l De p a rtment . Dur i ng the we eks prior to 

the wa r the US tri e d t o a v ert an y m i litary confron t .s.tion e- ver:i afti:-

Nasser prevented the ·poss i b i 1 i t y o f "fr-'!!e a.nd innocent" nav i ga t 1 o n 

b y I s raeli ships in the Gul f of Aqaba . Ame r-ican pr-omise s o f d irec t 

J I~ 



i·nterv ent ion, given tn l95?, In case such .o.n e-vent occ •.! ... red ci,p-

f or the US _,t the t1m.e . In the opin 1·.:ir1 o ..: S.L. Manchand.;:. 1 "The US 

i nvol vement in Vietnam , by t he d es ir e to pre~er v e t h e good- will of 

4 1 
i n J -=:.rae l · s m 1 I i t~r· r c .3p3.c 1 t ;- ." 1,Jr· :-. tev.:.-r the r e~ ~or,~, the US w .:. s 

not fulfilling the pr-om 1ses g 11J en b ,. Dulle~ .:, n ..:; ~ · ~e nh:•~oJe r te:-. 

1 n t c t r1 5 " : " t h 1 -:. " r e f e " r 1 n g t ·=· ~ ..i 

~ ~om t~e US Stat e Dep a rtment wh e n he said, " Our ~o~i t ; on • ~ ne u t ra 

. t,.., .... ... d d d ••42 N r "" .. 1 n • ::iug .. •., · ~.1 or-• ~s1d ·ee . .asser s a.c cu"'-at 1 ons o n "une ., th6. i; 

the US and 8ri tain had fougrit togethi:- r- v.1i t.h Israel was ar1 e- ff ort 

~o e xc use hi mself ta h i s peop 1 e r ather than ~ true st~t ement . One~ 

the di pl omatic battle began, the pos iti c·n of A. Goldberg, US 

representative to the UN, was that t he Si x -Da> War shou ld bring 

a f ina l settlement in the Middle Eas t to b e ach i e v!?d through 

negot1ati:d arrangements. Thosi: arrangeme nts st-1ould in clu de with-

dr.:<.wa 1 of forces and recogn i zpd bou ndar i .es , a. I t h1:iug t-1 nothing was 

said to imply wi thdrawal to the arm is t ic ~ 1 ines >'.Jf 1949 . 

Whi le France adopted a completel y pro-Arab pos 1 ti on, 8r1 ta in 

t ogether with t he r epresentatives of Denmark , It aly , an d Belgium 

wer-e in favor of Is r ael L\J~ thdrawal 1 but 1 i nked i 't wi tt1 i nter

national guar-antees for the e x istence of all Mi ddle Eastern 

statei. It appear s that no r-eal differenc es e x isted between the 

American and the Eu ropean-e xcept the Fre nch- po in ts of view . 
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Other P'"Oposi\ls were offered b y the ''nor.al 1gned" n~i i =::o nc:: •AJho 

supported the Ar a b cause an d b y the Lati n -Ameri c &n c 0J nt r1 es . How -

the en d :i f Ne•" einb -? r t ha t u • a·~reeme n t wa<:. r o:- 3.c h ed t h rough t he 

rned 1~t 1 : :-i o f L ord Ca r .:.don , th !? Br i t i sh -je 1 '1 '::;e. t i::-, . T h e :>gr!?emen t 

43 
b ec;omE- ·•-=·•·••• ~ -=- Sec1Jr 1t y Coun cil F~eso l u : 1 c1n 2.42 . 

1 9 4 7' 1 ;.. ~ t h 1 s w a.-: n e it h e r t h e p o s it i on of t 1-i e IJ S n C• r· 3 r i t -3. 1 n :d 

th.at t 1 '7e. T r1 e question <: t.·1 1 l 1 s hoLv d I 1j t h -: Au:: tr.?. 1 i .o.n •;i•::iv ernmen t 

i nte r·pr· :-7, Re:- o lution 242 . One of the c leare·st anc::..v.Jers came.!'. f'? •.N 

y e ars l i ~ er when i n 1971 R.J. HawKe 1 Prime M1ni 5 te r -to-be, sa1d 1 

duri ng! lect ure sponsored b y the Sen ator Cohen Memor i a l Foundation , 

that th e Resolut i on referred to pa.rtic.1 wi t hdrawal. To support hi s 

s t ateme ;-it , he brought the speech given to the House of Common-:. on 

DecembH 9, 1968 , i n which the Forei·~n S!?cretar >' <:if Bri t a i n , 

Mi chael Stet.i.1ar t s.aid, 11 
• •• there i s reference ir. t h e •Ji ta.1 Un i ted 

Nation<:- Security Co•;nc s l Resolution bot h to w ithdre<.wa.1 from ter -

ritorie~ and t o secure and recognised boundaries . As I have told 

th e Hous<? previously , we 1be l i e v e that those t w o t h ' ng<: sh oJJ l d be 

l"ead concurrentl y and that the omission of the wor· d " all" before 

the wore "terri tor i es'' is de t i berate. u
45 

Howev e r , i t was v er y c 1 .:a.r . .. 
that HawK e 's party was not the Australian Gov e rnment . It was the 
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L i bera l Party 1.oJh1ch se clH' ed t ti e power from :S-49unt 1 1 1?-;"Z . The 

the c ause of I:ra e l , f·:J l l owed the Pe solut1or1 2~2 rn rts ;.> pproac h 

to t h e Israe ' 1-Ar?.b conf1 ict , and c:rmul tan eCU$l, ~Ou;iht ~-::od 

re l at ion$ w1 th the Arab nations . Thi: balanced ~ppro;ch c~~nge1 w1 th 

J 
t h e e 1ect1 on , r n t 972, o f a L a.b or gov e rnme nt 1 .:-d b y Gough Wh 1 t I am . 

c aut ious and mor e ba la.n i:: ed app roach . Th '? ne~~ra 1 ty •:;i i ~ he A 1.Jst r ;;-

4;6 
a n d Bulg?r r ~ in !sr~ e l . 

For a per .od ~f one month or one and 3 h?l~ ~~nt~ ~t m~~t, 

L 
•. 

Au s t r a l 1~n J ewr ~ continu ed t o be act i v e l y 1n u ol u~d - e xpress i ng 

i t s support for :srael , bec a use of 1 ts own Je1...,1$h a~·· ~l< e n 1 ng .a_:: 

a r e sult of the Six - Da y War, a nd a lso becau$e of the I s ra e l 1 emis-

sar i es who c~me i mmediate ly a fter t h e war. Th u s , 1n o::i.rl>' Jul i 

General Ariel Sharon and Mo rton Berman o f the Keren HaY• ssod 

.arri v ed I n A u s tral 1a . Pub} i c ral l 1es were o l"gar1i zF.>d to pay tr i b u te 

47 
to the IDF an d the people i n lsr :J el, wh l lt? I s r ael ' s amba ssador 

S i mch a Pra tt a~ V. ed the communit y n o t to demob ilise it s f und

raising for Israel .''
8 

Eff.orts to cor.t inue th ~ support o f t he 

Austral ian public went on dur i ng the whole month o f J u n e an d part 

of Jul y , and started t o decreas~ from then on . Amon g ot h er e v entsj 

Rabb i Sange r 1 from the L i be I" a 1 c ongl"ega t i o n of Me 1 bourn e , ex
• 

plained the Middle East situat i on in a lunchtim~ a J;ess g iven · to 

t he members of the Junior Chamber of Commerce; an d ~ debate •..i.l.s 

organi z ed at Melbourrie Univ ersit y on June 2 2, where t h e "f i n a l 



vc•te was more than 12 to 1 i n favor· of t h !:? def~nder· o f th<? pr 1:1 -

I srae 1 i 
' 49 v 1 ew . " In thi: Or t hodo>. r e 1 i g i 01Js sp hef'e, the Me br:iurne 

Bet-D i n asked to obsef' ve the Sth cf Jul> <Ros h Hodesh Tammu z ) a s 

a '' Day of tha;-1V.sg i i,1 i ng for the del 1 1/ e-ra.nce o f I sr-ae l and th e Hol> 

so 
Cit y of Jerusa l em." 

Cone I us i or • . 

e x ist e nce b r ought Austr~l ian Jewf'y together ~s ne ver be ~ore and 1 

was-~.nd :-t ill 1s.- the cer:ter cf Je~-.i ish unit> .;.nd i ntere~ t . Austr.: -

1 i~n Jewr~ · s response ta th e cr isis tooK the f c rm of publ 1c 

demonstra t i ons, posi t i ve f inancial suppor t, and man y Young people. 

inclu d ing a te~m of Jewish doct or s f rom Sydne ~, ~ol unte eri ~g to 

go t o I sr· ~e l 

The in vo lvement of the Jew i sh youth, which began t o be somewha t 

noticeable du ring the Sinai Campaign in 1956, bec<!<.me .a.n important 

and enth us i ast i c element .in 19 67: youth r·al lie~ atr.acted l <?,rge' numtiers 

of parti cipants, part i cularl y i n Melbourne, and a t least t en t ime s 

more volun teers went to Israel i n 1967 th a n in 1'7'56. Howev ~r, 

Australian Jewi sh author s and the press 2.t the beg inning o f t he 

conflict t ended to see more volu nteer s th an th ose_ who act ua l 1» 

went t o I s rael. 

Before the outbreak of hostilities on June 5, Jewish opinion 

was in agreement wit h their gouernment 's pos i t ion , which was 

also the general Western approach that favorea ~ "status qu o" 
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and a peacefu l resol ution through th e UN . This w~~ also t~e 

official star1d of the ECA.J an d the Zionist Fede l"'atic1r1 . Afar the 

war the Austl"'~. 1 ian go o.,• ernment con t i nue d to·ca l l for;: sol•Jtion 

of the Middle East problems through Re solution 242 o~ t he UN, 

t o ma i nta in an off1cially neutral pos1 t1on, and to pr~~erv e good 

relati~ns with both I srael and the Arab na t ion s . There was no 

avai lab le inf 0::,rmat1on 1.>-!h 1ch c..<)•:JU1d indic~te how the gc\1ernment 

interpreted Resolution 242 or 1f the s ubj ect wa s ev e r off i cial Jy 

discussed . I n 1Y71 , Ha.wl<e ' s clt">ar - 0:ut p r·::i -I srael pos 1t10!" on 

242 was clea.rlr 1nfl uer1ced b>' !he mm1nent elect r on .: .:..mp=.. ·;in -

tha1Jgt'1 he himself was;, true friend of i~l'ael -r-a.t her t h.:. r ref l ec-

Labor. 

Jews w1 thi n tne La~or Part v suc:esfu: iy lobbi ed for a ~otion 

o f commending Israel' s militarr victory, wh i c h demon-:.t!'at~d th ,3t 

Jews we r e not afraid of showing their loyalty toward~ a trird coun~r y . 

On the othe .r ha,nd, the JevJ ie'sh I eadersh i p nev e r er 1tic1 ze d the 

neu t r a. I i t y of the Austra 1 i an government . 

Even t h e J ewish medi a, rather than cri ticizin g the ir governmen t ' s 

' 
neutral i t y, attacked the Western powers, part i cu l arl y Eng l and-for 

i ts I ndifference-and the Un ited Sta te s . Al though Frc-.nce was oc -

casional ly criticized, Australian Je1.Nry was not ci.s inter-ested in 

France, as it was in England, whose queen was Au s tl"'al i a's head of 

state . Regarding the United States, the feeling was ra the r amb igu ous : 

seve!'e criticism and blame fol"' the June cl"' is is, but also a g l"' e at 

respect for its world power ind democrat i c societ y . Wht le the Jewish 

me(i\gk. ,and publ i c were genera 11 y er it i cal of the West ' s a.t 1 t tu de, 
I 
the Jewish leadership tended to accept its polit i cal sol u tions to 

the crisis as their own. Th is could be interpreted as the i r way t o 

//~ 



avoi d an y con fl icts wi t h the Aus tr al 1an Gov e rnm o?r1t 1 t seli - which 

s t ood wi th th e ir West e rn f l" i ends-par t icular l)" Wh t? n it 11J.E: a. 

r- e a sonable, n eu t r a l p ositi on, and riot mor· ?lly ti ar d to li•Je with . 

The rel igiou s leadersh p was rn tune v.tith t he hour, c~clarlng , 

as rn 195 6 , d ay s o f spec al pr-ayers , f ?.stlng, .:tr1d/ or med itation. 

Hov.ie ver, t h ~ ir most pra t ~ewor-thy step 111rl putting a side .. el 1g1ous 

d if fe r en ces wh en o~thodc- and Libe ro.l rabb i s shar e d t he ~ulp1t 

of th e Cent r al Sy na.gogu <? 1r. Sr dn e y , th•J<: r e fl ,._ c~1ng rel 1 ;i 01Jsl y 

wha t was a gen e r al t.:-el1--g . Aga i n, it ~..i as cor1 1:ern for l s-ae l t hQ. t 

brought Au: tra.1 !a.n Jewr . together 1n :.prte o f their d if-fe-ent z..p 

proach to J ewi sh l"el 1g!c-. . At least for a wh 1l ~. 

T h e f•Jnd - rai:.1n9 f ami:-= 1gn tor Isr·~e· was :onE i dert-c a ::..ic:cess 1 

and so i t w.:-s . A 1 though .;us t r ;. l r a.r· .Jewrv; s pos 1 ~ t ve resi: .: -:se 1,1,;.;.. s 

clearl y th e case 1n 1'76-. 11.J e ho.ve to r@rnt?n1b1? r ': -· .:-:l the er~rger •: ... 

call for I :.rae l aimos t coinc i ded 1o11ith th e r egu!c.1' campa i ;in , mean i• 3 

that mo! t people were n'• asKed to contri bu te two ind th r ee t i me~ 

as 1n 1956, and that tne J ewish population had be en requ~st ed to 

giv e fi nanc i al support for I srael f ol" about t wo wee Ks be~or e th e 

cri~ is ex pl oded o n .June 5 . I n add i t ion , i t i s t o be notrce d t ha t 

for an ever g r owi ng segment of Austr a l 1an Jews, a.ff l uen ce and 

comfort began-for others it simpl y con t i nued-to be par· t of the i r· 

1 i v es . 

The S i x -Day War, with Israel / s smash in g vi ctor y , was for 

Au st~a l i an J ews their°"~" v ictor y . I t b r o u ght togethe r fer the 

first t i me the whole communit y and, at the same t i me, f il led them 

w ith pr i de for the s tate of Israel , wh i ch from then o n , b ec ame- the 

centra l and unif y i~g element in Jewish 1 i fe. 
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8 ra2 1l 1an J ewr y's Reacti on. 

1n La tin Amer i ca and 1n 1959 I srael ' s Golda ME 1r and Braz 1 I 'E 

Franciscc• Ne gr2'.0 de Lima. 'E 19r1 e- d :1. cultural ;greement . ~ltt-1 .:~gh 

me nt was 1n e fiect . Thi s opened the aoor for e uen more E19r f . c ~n t 

coopero.t 1or1 b·· t h e (WO gov .: rnme nts 1n t h e fo ll ow1r19 y e <oi'E . 

Thi? cl 1mc. t t- :rf ~r 1 er1d l ' - e J.; ~ 1 an~ be 1 r·g es tabl 1 'Ehed be-- t .. ~-::-1 

honors , a :.tamp c ommem.:.ra t 1ng Shazar ' s ~·1s1t tvas 1ssuec t, . · ~1-.e 

1959 agre $ment, though 1r1 l? ff e ct onl y s i nce 1964 1 was enac•:-: d a-: 

decree 59.059 . Thus , i t appe.;o.rs tho.t Sh<.zar " s v isit cor.so l .. jo.te::l 

re 1 at i ans be tween Braz i 1 and r s r· ae 1 1 fur th er ope r1 i ng tl'll? w.; · -f er 

mutual endeavors . In fact , during the firs t quarter of 1 9~- 7 , ~fter 

a visi t to Israe l by Serg i o Co rreia da Cost a , representat t 1~ e o f 

Brazil ' s Fore i gn M i n is tr >' <I tamarati > , A lois i a B i ttencourt. th e 9r az l l-

i an ambassador to Israel, decl ared a new era of coope r~t1on wa~ to 

beg i n. 51 Th is include.d bri nging Isra el i technolog y in the ' el d o .£ <.gr-i-

cultur-e, particularly techn i ques of i rr i gation, to 81"az '1 _poor 

nol" theastern terr i tor y . In add it l on, cooperation in tho:- u t 1 i za t i on 

• 
of a tomic energy for pacific purposes was part of the agr-eeme n t . 52e y 

May, two lsrael i e x perts in physics, Israel Oostroysk y and Efra 1m 

Ko.tcha.lsl<y, arr ived in Braz il for o. short vi-:it following :n in•>i t-



at1on b y th e Braz1 I ia.n 901,1t?rnment.53 l n Isrc-.e i, the new er:-. ·~f .: a-

8raz 1 l 1.:<.n P•::>l1t1c l dn 1.>1ho pl?."ed <- a?c 1 -: 1~1 .: r .: l e 1n the cr e~t 1 or. of 

54 
the- St.a te of I srae \ . 

Dur 1ng t~e 19o0s 1 Br ~.z i l ,-~ - . governments ~~ m?~ns 

for & number of decades , and th~ t ~~: r 1n r ~ce n ~ vears ias ch~ng~d 

~= tnesse d 1n the beg nn 1ng of 1964 a number of ~ntise~ · t i c a =t o- s : 

and<- bomb e xpl oded 1n the ~1n~t1t ~ to Femen . n .: de- Educ?cao e Cu ' ~-r~ 

Beth Jacob .'155 These act i ons were CC•rnDl e tel> uncommon . n a scc i e t · 

wh ic h ~as not antisemitic and in wh ich large ccmmunties of Jew~ 

and Arabs 111,1ed on good terms . 

At the beginning of l967, an unexpected e vent shocKed the 

usually dormant Brazi 1 i an Jewish community: one of the'most 

wan ted nazi criminals wa~ found in Sao Paulo. P3ul F. Stang1 1 the 

"e-ngel kil ler, " he l d an e x >?cutive position at ''Volkswogen.'' Stan-; ! 

w~s arrested fol lowing ~ressure from abro~d, but the Brazil tc~ 

56 government was not sure whether t o prosecute or e x trad1 t e. The 

position of the Jewish comrntJn i t y , reflected in the press , wa~ not 

I l 2. 
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1,1nan i mou~. Thus, the Jornal Israel 1 ta of R i o de .Jane iro E'.><pres~-ed 

hvo opposir;r;i vi ews : on April 2, it s ta ted t ha t the crim i nal s.hould 

qe pro-=ec:...te-d in Br~z il ; however, 1r. : ts o:-dltcr 1a l on Apr i l 30, 

i t stated th~t he should be- extr a.d i ted. F i nal 1~ , Stang l was o:- x 

tradited to Germ<>.n Y a t trre beginning of ._iJne .
57

J e11Jish 1ns t 1tJt 1or1s 

were accused of being slovJ to r eact to the St.:.ngl d.ff?,1r- b y 

Aonde Vamos. According to the usually cr·i ti ca l magazine Jewi sh 

months be~ore the S i x- Da y War the Je w1 -=h :om~_n 1 t y had~ rer nder 

of the tr~9ic e v ent-: that decim".ted o ne tr1rd -:if the we.rid .:.;-1•11sh 

to ce<Etrc I ;.r ~.e I . 

t~ peak of a:tenr on 1 

during M?·. the J ew ish community commemor~t ed th e t went y-fou-tn 

ann 1v ersar ~ of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. I n s~o Pau lo , a crc~d 

of 3,000 ~athered at the Hebralca and wer~ addressed b y th e ~i t y ' s 

go v erroor , Abr-eu Sc:dre, the honorar >· c onsL l of Israel, L eon F~ffe ,~, 

and Pol c..rrd " s consul 1 Adam .Ja.nowski •
59 

Howe ., e r , the t wo e v en t~ 

that received the most coverage b y the Jewish press we re the 

nineteenth anniversary of the creat ion of the state of Israe l and 

t he elect ion o~ ne w officers for Sao P~u lo ' s Federat i on. The 

latter took place on April 23, and it rs i nteresting to not • ce 

some of the react ions it produced i n the J ewish press . The 

Cl"onica. I sraeli ta reported that the "A~.sambl ea Geral Ex traordin ar i a" 

which preceded the election was unusuall y well attended, par tic 

" ularl y b y members of the younger generat ion whose part i cipa t i on 

even i nclude d becoming candidates for the election ~O The newspape r 

also pointed out that mos t members of Hebraica and CIP, pe r-

/ 2.3 



hap£ t he two s ing le most powerful or gan i za t :~ ! cf Sao Paulo 1 s 

.Je t...i ry, w'?re 1ndit feri: n t tc1 the elec t ion . Th•.:: , out of 7,00 0 

member s o f t~e Hebralca only 359 vo ted, and ~h e CI P, wh i ch 

11sted ilmos t 2,000 fa~ I I 1es as member s of 

'' c c.m;:i l e t e 1 ;;· 1 r. di ff e r e r. t: . " 61 This attitute ~ i~ fur the r stres-

sed b y ~onde Vsmcs 1 which d e scri bed s ome of :~ e " efforts " 

cream wer e offered to those who vot ed. The rf 9azin e ~dded i t 

"n ew and cur 1o us phenome non . 11 62 Howe v~-, 

vo ter-g--3 5 1 (100 could h.;,v e r-eg1stere-d - only :.S6c• "Ote-d 1n ~h:.~ 

1967 1 al though t here were 9,000 registe r e d c~ly 2,085 vo ted, 

com~r is1ng 24/. o+ the r-eg1st-:-r ed vo ter·s.63 ~f? re-su it of the 

e l ect 1crn 1 )·c. dele·~at<?s for rr11? 1:1 the Federat ior- s Counc1 1 i t he 

Council elected 1 ts Execut iv e Board, out of •h1ch the new pre s -

ident of Sao Pau l o ' s Federat i o n, Senne M i J n , ~zk y , was appointed. 

According to an edi tor1al b y Moises Kahan of Aonde Vamos , the 

genera l climate wi th i n this commun i t y was or~ of i ndifference and 

distrust, 64 ~!though must say it w as not iS pre v alent as in Rio . 

Continuing l n the same cr i t ica l vei n , the o r .;i.=o.n stated ir, i ts edit ior1 

of June I that the lack of a real represi:nt .?tlon for t he Jei..iish 

commun 1 ty of Sao Paulo was felt with greate r ~mphasi s when 

confronted wi th significant events. 

The ot he r event which attracted the atten':i or1 of the-publ i c and 

' the press was the n r neteenth a nniv e rsary of th'? cre~tion of the 

state of ls!'ael. Celebr-ations, which were u:, JaJ Jy+acc essible to the 

publ Le, had in 1956 be come e 1 It i st. However , in 1967 both t y pe s 
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elitist c elebr a.t 1c•n·:. !n Sao Paulos Honorary Consul F.::ffer off e red 

a recept i on at h1-: f"101Jse .:i,n d among th1::ise pre:.en t •.Jere 1 .:-~der-s of 

the "KKL" s "M«gb 1 t '' 1 the Feder?t lon , chari t y or9:in 1 z~t1on~, 2nd 

mi l i tar y .and c1 '.Jil1 :1.n .:;.u t horiti e ·=>. 65 In Rio d e .J;:,ne1r.::i the "Uriif 1 i::2.d~" 

organized a rath~ r ~ el ~ ctlv e meet ing a t th e Mun 1c 1pa 1 Theat e r . 

of that c i t y or g? n1 zed a dance - part , wh:ch was attenc~ d b ~ Governor 

Fed t-r al Cr1amber - - C'ei;:1;t 1 -:-: i n Br cs · : 1 <. b y M<,rc•:•: ~·· e r : zm<r . ,; .Jew , 

68 
and Cunh <? 81Jeno, ? long-t ime friend of israe1. 

The ~ i tuat 1on • n the Middle Ea~t became e x plo=> 1v e ~awards the 

e nd of Ma ~ 1967 . On May 23, t h e Br az11 i ~n Government 1 th e n a membe r 

of the Secur ity Counc 11 of the UN, stateo t hat it woul d supp1::ir t 

an y mea!ure th a t would ease the tens ion.~9 Brazi 1 wishe d to avoid 

official l y supporting any count r>' in vo lve-din the conflict since 

it maintained ~cod relations wi th Isr a el based on economic agree-

ments inc ludi ng the use of atomic e ne r gy which was v1 tal for 

Brazi 1 " s development a nd pe ace ful r· i..!./a. l ry with Argentiraa , c..nd w 1 th 

, 70 
the Arab countries, some of which supplied 48% of Sra~il 1 : 01 I needs. 

Thus, the J tama.ra.ti " ~ position wc..s of " ... eq1Jidi<;.tancF. towards 

those i nvolved and of loyalt y to the princip l 's cf inter nati on al 

71 law." However J i n veiled and dip l oma. t ic l'anguage, the Itamaratl 

e xpressed r eservations a bout Egypt 's renewed bloc kade 1n the Gulf 

of Aqaba . Bra~il I an am bassador to the UN, Sette Camara, speaking 



- fu 1 l 

~greement with the General Secretar> 1 cons1d~red the RAU_ dee i s-

ion to ..._,j thdraw it-= c on sent for the presE-nce of UN emergo?'"IC /" for~=s 

I dd d t ..I ft 
72 

as ' ... su en an ur:e xpec e1. ... .. 

Brazil ' s Foreign Minister, after EYpressing h15 country-= pos1 t :: -

favoring e very effor-t to r e ach cor1c11 i.at 1on, 11Jent on to; .;._, : 

bot we do not agre~ w itt d 1 ~ r espect reg~rding the pr 1nc : : e5 of 

1nterna t 1on~l rights and ~ims of the Uni ted Nations Char~er.· 73 

It is interest1n9 t·:. note th;.t +;)-,.z Arab ; ,n d Jewish ..:c'imur..~1i:~ 

1n th e Middle East" , ~~~er collecting 3 1 000 si gnatures, ~o? nt 

Pinto, ?.mb?ssador Sette Camara, a.nd to tl-1e l eaders of I s-,:. -:' 

c..nd Egypt, L e vi ~shKo 1 and Gama.l tla:sse r , urging them to ~~':)VJ 

restraint and to f i nd pe aceful mean~ t o resolv-: the 
74 

on l y noted provoc ation in Brazi 1 came from a Syri an repre~e ntat 1· ~, 

Hassan SaKKa, who e x pressed doubts about Srazi 1 ran Jewry·~ l o/a:~ ~ 

to Brazil. In this instance, the "Confederacao," through i ~s 

r·epresentative s T. Nigri and V . Winterstein, met with Cl2 11c10 Gar..: i :: 

de Souza, D irec tor o f the East Affatrs Departm@nt, and protested 

SaKKa's statemen ts. 75 
Two te legrams werE- also sent by th~ ''umbr;;, · · a• 

organ i zaron : On May 30 , its president and vice -pres ider1 ~ 1 M. 

Kau ffmanfi! and S. Ma 1 arn1Jd , e xpressed to ambass:i.dor- Di l>on :•-.,? -' i rP 

76 
support of Brazilian .Jewry for the Lsrae 1 i gov er-nmen t; during t:>e 

same week a r-ather i n s ipid but forma l telegram was sent to the 

Itamarati, praising the governme n t for its t radition of Jeace a~c 

thanking it, in the name of the Jewish community, f or it~ mec i at ~ 



77 
.:-ffort~ l'l the Middle Ee.st conflict. 

-:nd of May the react i on s o f o t h er ~rewi sh c ommu r•• t i e s out-

51 d <? Braz • ' ~egcn to rea.ch Brazil ian Jews . The ,v re-ceived i nfor:nat1on tha t 

1ncrea£ ing numbers o f v olu ntee r ~ we re pr~se n~ i n g themse l ves t o Israeli 

sup?ort ~a i" i es were organized 

..., l 79 I . 1 b rau c . n t h e Hebra1ca c u , 

to hel;:. 1n 
78 

Israel . r n 8r a.z i 1 

rn the Hebra 1ca c.nd Macabi o& S~ o 

a cro~d G £ 3 , 000 y ~u ng J ew s gat~e r e d 

to e x pr ess their op pcs r t i o n to war. Th e r al l> wa5 organ i zed b) 

tne 
..... . 

ti? 1 egcam wer.? 

of Bom ~<: t1r.: 1 Sao Pau lo, banners ~.g~ 1n5t wa r 1n the Midd l e Ec.: t 

we r e d 1-:;; 1 ay e d i n t.h e streets . 

Wit~ ~he ,:.utbre-aK of hostilrt1es 1n the- Mi ddle East on June 5 1 

8f'~z1 l1 .sn Jewry' s reacti.on was far less t nd i f f i:rent than ir: 

195~. Rei l ecting Hie commun i ty ' s conce rn , the Hebraica from Sao 

Pa.ulo su spended all festive a.ctivrties during the war.
80 

On the 

same day that the conf 1 i ct exploded, a spec 1 .~ 1 pr ayer for peace 

in the Mi ddie East was offered at the CIP b y Rabbi PinKuss, and 

June B l.llaS dee) ared a day o f fasting ~.rid pr·a y ers for the ~Tews 

of Sao Paulo.81 Emotional and sometimes even sensational ist~c 

news was reported by the Jewish press, part i culc.r-l y i n Yidd i sh. 

Thus, th~ Brazil ianel"''Y iddi she Zeitung of June 9, wrote the 

follOCrJing story: 
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Jin t ' J;, J f,, /J"J Jt >/rd 1? JI. , G / "-' 11 / ; r//;l ,7 ii.! 

G! '/ r /~ 0 l/tC/~ 1 '?>(> 11 ,( /€ Ge h 't ( :_;•»f.t .. VJ r1 ' 
82 " (1 1/J { :>./'J >{, J4 fe ' (~ 1,l / r1,r/ 01 7 ; ; ·· H',>. '~ GJ 1r1 c . I Ir -./ r I --

<At the Shol em Ale iJ ;:m Si: !"> .:iol, whe n th<!' t<:-.ac- er, Mrs. Jan 

tc.Jd thP. ch ii dr·en tr • .:-. t tr1e Arabs inv<o.ded !H:.e l( s i c ' , ~we 

.-... 
~. , 

s u den ts fa in ted and the r est cried, and cl ~sses were fare ~ ~ 

t o stop unti l the -:t tJdent:: calm.:-d dc•wrr . ' 

!-sr~e i 1 v i c tories 1n E-:<st - J<?r :is.,., l em b , st ?t 1n•; :;;; its fr- r:i r1t :::·~G >: . 

< r;, )"'' le <,,~OJ., 
1 
~, ,, .;;, .. "~:v ,7 • 

~1u9 & J2 g fl u~ ters ove r ~h e old= t> of :e -~~~· ew . 

non-.Jew1 sh pri?ss de,;. l 1n -;i 1.v 1 tr-1 v olunteer:. fc•r 1£- .:\e l . Lui:: : e n 

Calmar1c•v 1 t :: of the Cron i c.:>. I:.r~. el i ta e x pre•:.sed - is conce rn aoo1Jt 

th e way in which man y Brazil 1an new spapers di£t~rted the tru t h 

b .t stating the>.t armed .J'?w i sh brigades, 1,11hich _in-:l uded Brazil · ~n 

83 
J.:-w i sh vol ur1 tee rs were to be sent to I sr.ae 1. in fact 1 the "01 u n -

teers were to rep lace the soldier s in the ir c l v 1 ob l i gat l o~s The 

· numbe r of v olunteers from Brazi l was ~ign1f i car~l y h i ghe r t h~n i n 

1956 . In 1967 , a t otal of 173 Brazi ·l ian J ews, o:..t of a popu l -0'.

t i on of about 110, 000, "'.ient to Israe l as vo lunt.;ers.84 

Other for ms of support f or Israel included t !"· e donati o" o' 

b l ood, clothes, and med i~i n es, which were sent :hrough the F~ ~ 

Crc1Ss .8S However, there was al most no trace o:Jf -t 1nanc ia1 sup~·o:-· t cir 

emergenc y campa i gns app e aring in the Jewish pro:--:s, only som'? 

very bri ef remarKs by Aon de Vamos. I n A ugust Vi'67 , it st.:.. ted that! 

/lf 
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in genero.I, the communit y r esponded posit ively as e x pectE-d.86 An d 

on June 15 i t actually den i ed the non-Jewish pre-=s ' s ; l lega~ icn 

tha. t the Jewish cornr1'ur1it Y wa: colle c ting milli ons of dollars t•:i 

send to Isra . .:-1. In spite of th i s sc are tty o.t i nformat i on, the ora.1 

his tor y of that p, r1 od relates that fund-ra i sing activit i e s d 1 ~ 

1::icc ur 1n .~ v er y d isc re(t\;"ma.nner, and tt"1at t he totals c ol lected 

11-J i?r'=' ser• t to r=r -:-e- 1 t hrough e. third ceo •Jn try .87 Oth er response: tc 

the 1.41ar· b y the .Je1•.1i-=h cdtnmun 1 ty incl 1Jded <1, c-:ioimu~. : que of sol id.;i.r 1 t, y 

(..<ii t h lsrc. e1 ~r· om the J ewish ;>' •:>Uth c1f R10 .88 Another so•Jrc e str.ot.:-d 

tha.t 1.:-:--ge r.umbe-r~ o f Je t..i ish indu:t rial1s. ts, or o"~ssion c. 1: 1 tr2.der:: , 

t wo of ·'lc.r , r emcii ne d ,at, hom o? 1 i sten i ng to H e r edo or w.;.:c~ 1n9 

89 
la. te s t n Erl.·..t s. 

t ~1e m.a ,1 or 1 t ,.- o f be.th c ommun1 t i e:: 1 ived, relc~ t ons remc.i ned cc. lm . 

In Sao Pau l e . t he pol ic e sent patrol cars tc nei ghborhoods wh e r~ 

both Arabs and J e ws 1 iyed t o ~r event any ov~~ host11 i ty; how-

e v.er, tl"H? po l ice d i d not h av e to interv ene. I n Ri o, i n the ;:;,re<.< 

kno11m as Alfandega, where Jews . and Ar.:..bs owned stores, plen tr' of 

radios •.,.:ere being listened to in the :tores1 but no conf rontat i on 

between members of the two communit i es was r eporied . 90 

Immediately after the war, there was almost no i nd i cat ion of 

rallies i n support r:if Israel or for peace in the Middle E.;..st afte r 

the ending of hostil itie~ in June 1967.91 It appears tha. t t he Jewi sh 

community, although much more active than the 1956 cr i s is , tri ed 

to keep a low profile. This re4ction could have been due to 

the accusations made by some newspapers against the seemingly 



enormous weai th and h igh number of .. combatant - •.•ol •Jnl:eers '' s e n t 

by the .Jewr sh commun it y to I srae 1 . Howe•J er 1 a h 1 gh prof 1 I e L11~:,, 

1n fact, ne ver th e case in any South -Amer 1 c~n countr y , ne t e v e n 

in Brazil wi th it s nat.ur.:..1 tol e ranc e and ''happ y-go-lucky" ways . 

Money cont1nuec to be raised discrt?etl r and unoff1r::13Jly, v.•hile 

blood, medicines, and clothes cont inue d t o be s ent through the Re d 

Cross. The n, by the mi dd l e o f Jul y , th ings we re back to normal for 

and , at that t ime. Ri o ' s Hebr aic a organized a fest ival of Je~ : ~h 

92 food and an es t 1 ma t e d -l ~ 0 0 0 p e op l e ~ t t ende d . ,; 1 so 1 n R 1 o , t t e 

"He vra Kc.disha" of th~.t city inv te ·: th e c 0:m1mun1 t r to jo n 1n <: 

ceftemory of remembran ce for those ~ho f ~ ll whil e defe n d ing Isr3~l , 

The ceremony was organ12ed 1n Jul, a.nd, c1 though no numbers 

93 
i t did not nave the e xpected publ 1c att endanc e. 

t.J1 ti" the c e ssation of host i 1it ies 1 ~ r.e Jewi :.h comm1Jr11 t y in Br:;:• 1 

began to concen tr ate on the future. Sao Paulo ' ~ Federat ion e K~re5-

s e d its hop e for an agr eement wh i c h wou ld bring" . .• def initive pe2r::e 

and mcint~ i n the ~ t andards of I n t ernat ional Law and the UN's Char:-

er ... • At the same t i me r t s tated the complete i ntegration of 

Braz il i an J ewry to the traditional pr i nc i ples of " . . . our gre~t 

94 . !.. c o untry ... • Thus, the Jew i s h e stal::ili5hment continued to fe-:1 t he 

need to s tress that t he J ews of Bra 2 1 I , al though interested In mat -

te r s that affected I s r c?.el, were pr imar l y Brazil i ans . It seems, th~n, 

t ha t dur i ng the Six - Day War, the J ewish establishment was afraid 

th a t c ha rges of du al l oya l ty mi ght be made by the med i a . While the 

Sao Paulo Federat i on 's v iew of peac e was a re f l e ction of the itam~ r -

at i' s~supervision b y the l..J\I and a nego t i a te d agr eemen t~Aonde Vamos 

took a mope aggressive position. I t sta ted tha t I s r ae l should 

'3o 



eme r ge from th e er isis : tr e- ngtt.ened i f 1 t .;..voided" •. . ruinous 
~ 

conce ss 1 0n~ ... .. 95 App~rentl y 1 t wa: a d v1 : 1ng I sr~el not to r e t urn 

c onqu e- r ~ d 1.:..n d, 3lthou9h it dtd not s pectt ,Y' wh e ~her t'ie lar.d Ehoul-j 

b e used ~ s i t ool for negoti~t1ons la te r o n . Th ~ m~ga zt n e ~ l so 

p o i nted out th at l sr.~ E' I should no t 1:ou nt on th'? su p pcrrt ·::>f ~ he grea.t 

powe r s but on 1 y on J o;.v•s .:.. round tt.e v.1or 1 d . 

rn tt~ t p i call>- crit1c :> l 9.Hitude t01.tJ-:1.rds th.- .Jew1 ~h .-~ta.bl t ~h -

ment 1 ,::., .::i:-1 de ,'a.mos attac~ed the F~derat1on f e r no: r e spond1r1g 3-c-

cord 1n9 to th e c 1rcumst .:- nce: : "Neil. e •i e r1 the 9re at momt-r. ts. th a t ar.:: 

bei ng l iv e d by the p .:-•::ip l .: of · Isr~el ... m~ n 2 ·;_i o?d t •::i sh a h~ th e •ve a k 

Fe der ~ t·:,.1.'0 96 In the -;ame <?dit1::ir1 1 p ub' 1: h t- d on 'jul, 20 1 ts 

t han? c ~rmer 1 . • ~lfred Hirsh be r g , c h 1 e ~ eo i tor ~~ Cron1ca !sra e l -

1 t a , 11.1as more support i v e of tne Fede r at 1on ; ".:ln .. tun e 30, h e •J.1r o t e 

th a t h1 ~ new; paper continued to give cred it tc t h e Fede rat on's ~ev• 

leadershi p i~ d also st?te d the hope t ha ~ the y would soon pre se nt an 

i de a of th e ir goals and ways to ac c ompl i sh i t .
97 

Cont1n u1 ng i ts 

cr1t1c1 sms , Ao nde V a.mos a ttacke d the Comm i tte e for Pub lic R.e l e. . 1on-:, 

stating that i t had been formed in a r ush b y pe ocl e whose on ly 

concer n was t heir persona l a ggr andizemen t , and its action, a 

complete fa i lure. 98 The magaz. i ne a l so b lamed tr.e organ Br-az i l-

Israel for fai 1 ing to c h ange th e Br c-,z i 1 i an gov e rnment ' s neutral 1 t y 

regar d i ng the Middle Ea.st confli c t, or i ts su p port for the V a t i can ' s 

posit i on regarding the international iza. t l on cof .Je r- u s alem . It re-

ported tha. t , i n a ddition t o Brazil-Israel! " ... ot h er -:. i milar-

i nst i tut i ons had show n themselves artif i cia l and u n prepared for 

a m i ss i on of enlightenment , long s i nce needed. u
99 



Although Brazi l and most of the Latin Ame rican coun tries d1f-

fered with I:r2e l on the status of .Jerusalem-~nd it 1s not 

unliKel > that the Va t i can ' s pressure 1n this respec~ h :..d ~- han d 

in the pos1t1on C'f these countr1 ec s - thi:. bloc of '"•at 1c.ns \.va·:.. marl!' 

pro-Israel than a.ny other bl oc duri n g the cr i ~is of !?.:57 . Thus, 

for i nstance 1 wit h the e xcept i on of Cuba , Latin Am~ r 1 c a n cou ntr i e~ 

sponsored a. r~:..olut i on l\.•h r cr, m?de I:..rael ' s w1 t hdr?•·t.:i' :.:.nd1tional 

I. t . b J • . 100 u p on t 11 e cess.a . 'c.n ot e 1 1 gc:-r- eo nce. 

Wi tt-1 the cea-:-ef 1 re on June 7 1 -~r, .j e. few d<?.ys 1 ~ t~r •>1 th the 

countries con:.. 1der ed to be representa t i ves of th? 1 nt~rnat ion~1 

. ~ 10 1 c ommu n 1 ~ ;v , 

the Se cur 1 t r Cou n c 1 1 to appr o v e .:. tr-eat;>' vJh 1 : "I re ;iues~ ed f? i r 

treatment for the prisoners of war . 102 Brazi 1 ' s sup port for Isra.e 1 ' s 

cond i tiona l w ithdrawal had t o be ba l anced b y o t her l ess zealoes 

responses to ma in ta i n a form of neutrality s i nce the 'ast thing 

that the Itamarati wanted was to i rritate the Arab ccuntries . 

Thus, Brazil abstained on the Soviet motion to condemn Israel as 

the aggressor even though the Braz i 1 i a.n represerda. t 1 v e ta the UN,, 

Sette- Camara, e xplai ned that there ""as no proof 1:.f Isr ~.el i c ul pa-

bi 11ty, 103and
1 

clearl y his countr y was no t pr-epare- C:: tc• <>.ccuse Egy p t of 

aggr-ession either. In a letter dated June 7, Israeli Prime Min-

ister Le vi Es hl<o l requested Brazil 1an President Cost.e e Si Iva 

t o denounce Egypt ian a ggression . The Presi dent ' s answer was short 

and clear : the forum to ~nvest igate the m~t ter wa s the UN an d he 

hoped that Israe l would contin u e to act according to the regulat1~ns 

of that i nternational organiza_tion.104 
1 • 
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. .. . 

The caref 1J I balance ma. i ntained by the Itam;J_'c.ti did n•: t nece>s-

sal"i 1 y reflect the more emotional at i tudes of c c rrnn i tment .: rom 

pl"'ominent Br-a.:z i lians . Thus, for e x ample, a former gov er n .: - of tt'i '? 

state of Guanabara, Cal"los Lacerda, sa i d tha t b y talK i ng ibou t 

a.nn ihilatlng ~h i? state of lsrael 1 N a.sser bee.a.me lic.ble f c - t he c ri me 

of genocideJ and thc-t 1...ia,sser "" s a ggres<E i on 1•1a-s-not 1::in 1y a9.:-1nst 

Isr ael but c.g.o. 1n s t t h e UN and th.: ArC1.b peopl~ as w.:-11.105 ~ ls•:i ! r, 

R io , wher-e the Arab commu rii t y was not a~ 1nf l uenti,al a -: - S.:o o 

P~u lo, Diar i o de Not 1c i as Quo t ed the pres i de n t of the H1~~ Mil I -

t a ;y Tribuna.1 1 Mo r on F1l ho : " .. . t h e ri gh t i ~ on the s ide · :, f t h e 

Je-w i sh s tate. 11 106 S tr•: •n g emot i on s wer e ?l sc e- . pressed 1n -: '- >? 8 r.G z 1i -

iar. Pa.rl i ame n t a l though the m.:i. j or i t > o.f representct1 v es ..:? ,, o:-· e d 

ne 1J tr:i.l it / .end ~,1ant e r;:' to 3.vo i d h.:..vi r g Br az il bec•::ime a b? ·:; e.:: i:- l c'., 

~ 

dau ghter ' s u r s1 t was used by Deputy Sa l 1m Sadeh t o accusi t h ~ 

Jev.1 s of unw r111n g n es$ to ass i m i late t•:o Bra.z il i a r. life, 1._- ch •·.:: 

war . Among thcse representat iv es defend i ng !sr ae l' s pos i ~ on, 

the most vehement statements came from Deput y Kertzman . ~ft er 

bl«.ming Nasser for the outbrea.k, he declared tha.t " • • • 8r::z11 

vJou. .. td become a ne11J Pilate i f it rerr1a l ns neutral . 11108 Depu t;I' 

Israel Dias NovaJs, on the oth~r hand , explained that the po

sition of neutrality adopted b y the government was due to the 

fact that Brazil en joyed good relation ~ with al l the bel : ger -

ent parties and that great contributions had been made b v 

citizens of both commun i ";es. 109 

I n spi te of a smaJ 1 number- of ant i - Israeli articles 1n the 

non- Jewish press, most of that press was pro-Israel i or, at least 



against the USSR due to its support of Arab countries. M- @Y -

ample of this att1 tude ~pp e ar ed in Rio ; Ul tima Har~. Th i ~ 

newspaper, Known fer it-;. cr iticism ?ya 1nst the Uni led St?t'.?~, 

castigated the Sov 1 et Un 1 on for 1 t-s. pol 1 c i es towards tJ·,e Middle 

Ea: ~, and cr 1tic12ed tr1e UN for engag1r.g in bur-ea•Jcret 1:: mc.t ~er: 

1ns te-ad of s eeV 1ng c. •J st solut ion for tr1e .are~.110 In 1
1
.: Jul;; 27 

ed 1 ti on , Acnde Vamos s tated that a number of paid ~rt . c1~s ap -

1n rigu es by the pre::, rci.dio, and te l e •J 1s1ori" during t",: -.iee f. ; 

consider.:-d the mi?dia to be ant1- l sr?<'?l l . In fact, the.C:r;:1 l. ar c. r 

Y1dd ishe r Ze1 tung vi ewe d the press, radi o, and te l ~•1 : 1 0· as 

pro-Isr:ieli , 112 a.nd accord ing to the Jorna.l Israel i t ;. '' .•. almost 

all types pf med 1 e<. , alon g w1 tt, Bra.2 11 " s i n tel l ectua1 :, ~~e 

sincerely f avorab le to lsrae t's se lf -defense."113 An e ?m~ l e cf the 

general pos1 ti on of the non - Jewish press can be see n in ~~ e h1ghl 1 

respected 0 Estad o de Sio Pau lo , which on Jun~ 11 sta ted that 

Nasser's manoeuvres tci remain i n power wer-e "gr-ott-squ£-; '' o.nd 

compar e d Nasser's i nt enti o n to create an "-bsolute p ower "JI th t h e 

machinati ons of F i del Castro and Janie Quadros. It conc l~ ded 

t ha, t t he onl y solut ion to the conflict wou ld start wt n, ·1asst? r " s 

. t . 114 res1gna ion. 

Al t hough in genera l Br'azilians d o not have strong peel t1r.:al 

convic t i ons or i n terest in internat i onal matters and do n ot pr~ -

sent an e l~ment of pressure on the dec isi ons of the government, 

accord ing t o the Brazil ianer Yi dd ishe Ze itung , t he open-rr1 1nded <s ic) 

115 -
were with Israel. The newsp a pe r did n ot elabor a t e further o n th is 
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statement. The only c•t.h .: r so1Jrce of information regarding pub I, c 

opin ion ~tands came from a pol I organized b y the Jornal do Br4s il 

of Rio, whlch reported tha t more than ?6X of th ose 1n terv1ewed 

responded that in case Brazil had to c hoose between Israel and 

the Arabs, it should support 
, 16 

I. srae 1 • However, i t is possible 

th~. t the result of the p·:.l I might i-.a.v e been somewhat differ>?nt 

in Sao P~ul o , where ~rab influence was ~ar more ~1gn i f i c~nt ~han 

in Rio. 

Conclusion . 

Bra.z 1 I Ian jews r .:?ctian b:i the Si x -[;... y War Wd.-= .fa;-- more 

s1gnific<>nt than 1n 1Q5c . . Its. leadi:rshq:, althougt': s~il i 

d tvi ded and weaKJ was better organized . Sport and social 

clubs , such as Hebr aic ~ and Macabi, became Increasingl y 

important as meeting points where Jews e xpressed the ir 

concern and support fal" I srael . Young people a. ttended ral -

l 1es, and the adult population expressed its support by giving 

blood and sending clothe s and medicines through the Red Cross. 

An emergenc>' campaign vJas rapidl y organized, a l though it wa~ 

not officia.1 ly and publicly conducted . in general, the ra.11 ies 

occurred before t ·he war and e xpressed their opposit ion to 

war in the Middle East . With the begin ning of host ilities and 

aft er them, only one ral l y in support of Israel, that I .a.rn aware 

of , was organized. Jews were emotionall y i nvolved and pl"oud 

of Israel's mi 11 tar y vic to~y but , publ ic l y, tended to Keep a 

low profi l e , to reflect the positions of the l t amarati , and to 

stress their commitment to Brazi l . 
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t hat th e Fede r a ti o n !tar te d t o u s~ the design&t1 on 

Conf e derat ion OJt • t contin ue d to b e r ; ferr ed to a 

97 . Cron1ca Israel 1 ta, J~n e 30 , 1967 . 

9 8 . Aon do? 1 • .Jam o s , .Ju 1 "' !967 . 

99 . Aonde Varnes, June 29, 1967. 

!00. Ed y Kaufma.n - Yol"a.m Shapira-Joel 8 .o>.l"rom1, Israel-Lat i n {:\rnerica.n 

Relations- (New J el"se y , 1979), 4. 

101 . Cr-on ica. Israel i ta, June 15 1 1967 . Br a.zi 1 ·' s proposal 11..1as 

stated following the c easef i r-e of June 7. 

102: Cron ~ ca. Israel i ta, June 1S, 1967. 

103. Du r ing the same meeting, which occurred on June 14 1 Srazi 1 



rejected the Soviet request for a meet1n9 ~f the Genera l 

Assembly . 

104. Cr·onica Israe li ta, Jun e 15 1 i967 . 

105 . .. Torn.:..! Israeli ta, ,June l f , 1'7'67 . 

!Oo . Brazil 1e..ner Y iddish..- Z-:.- : •Jng, Jun'!' 9 1 i967. 

10 7 . Cronic;.. lsr~el i t<>- 1 .Jul" :6, 196;'. 

1(.9. Cronica Isr .~.e l i ta. , .June ~5 , 1'7'c•7 . 

11 0 . Bra~i l i aner Yi ddishe Ze1 tung, June 23, 196-. 

111. Aonde V amos, Jul y 2?, 1 ~ ~ 7 . 

112. Brazilianer Yi ddishe Ze i tung, J•Jn.:-

113. Jorno.I Isr'aE-lit a , Jul y 23 , 1967. 

ll 

1 ';' 67 . 

114 . Quoted by the Jornal Isra.el i ta, J1Jne 18 1 !'?67 . 

115. Brazil ianer Yiddishe Zeitung, June 23 1 196 . 

116. Quote'd by Cronica Israel i ta, J u l y 31 1 1967 . 
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CHAPTER 5 . 

THE YOM KIPPUR WAR. 
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th e 0 1 1 w~ap on as;~ 

Europ.;> b· 
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ir. ~?: t, :•_ - I ;-, ; ::- ,, ~ r 
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t"I.:- C~r 1 bbt?.;. n . 

a-.n o il embargo 1n \'Jhich tr.:i nsport.;..t 1on ;.:; 111.: :.l :-: produc tion .... ..,,,...,. 

involved. ltli th one ha l f o f l ~s energ . ri:-qu•r.:-rr.:nr: d<?;e-nd • r, g on 011 

Europe e x perienced the ~ind o f problems• s~:r• iJ ~ ~~ - ' d c r ?ate. 

to be us. t?d in times of cr 1-:1s and in 3.cd1t 1or. to th1~, th.: Un1 t e ·j 

and an lncre<".sin9 v olume of oi l was exp orted from t 1E- Sc.v. e~ b l :c. 

rn add i t1on , V e ne zue- la and Indonesia also incr e ase~ t h? i r ~ p~-t~ 

to .Europe . Thus, dur ing th'? 1950s and 19'60s, t ~e lJr.: '.:e-j State s ,.,. ...,~ 



sures . 8 •Jt ::--. ::cc w :-:: ... :;t u1l l1ng to d epend : · 
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Anothe- f.;ct or that might hav e 1nflu e ncEd · -? ::h -~ - ; stand 

Europe from t:-. e end of u-,.,. 1960s :.:nd on . rt · se:-rns th,:.,t th <:> dec i : :;n 

to attacK t<-r g ets beyond tho:- I imi ts of the Mi :::'..:' le E.-..~t c ;m.:- mar t: 

as a desperate cry than as an elabOr?te plan :f 1ct on . Although 
6 

a cr i sis was hi ghl y vi s i b l e on ly I n 1970, a fe w y ears before th~ 

date th '? PLO leaderstlip or some elements with • :-i it sought tv harcin 

their fight and to directly include a world t~~t accord i ng to theT 

:'l'emed insensitive to their plea . Among oth.;-r ~ting$, th e 1'='67 

smashing I sr<-e I I v 1 c tory brought about a much m1:'.lre .:-ggress 1 ve tor.e 

t~ the PLO leadership: Ahmed ShuKei ry was forced in to r etirement 

while Yasser Arafat was promoted, thus becomi ng w1 th hrs Al-F at;:-. 

/J{) 



•;:-ou p the mos• p0t· ?rf ul - t h ough ne t r·: h;;.ll enged-.,.: ~ rr· : -~ 

11 mor ~ 

- .:. ; : u r <: j I; o + ? • • •:• - : 0:- I 

t t...! ~4:-? 1 ' 9!'"" L!l E' : :· ~ t . = o ' 'Q11J1n g 1t.-:. p i-• '. : .)~h \. , &. ...__ i:- ==!_= ... _,. 

"' .... :: - : '- : . - .;. l ': . i c ~8 : .: - --
l - :. - t ·:.. l :r.t:i • '"· - • ;ii:.r 

7 
" . 

- ~'!" i ..... ?~ : - ; ; 

·: ..: d 1fi r: r-=---

g o v e rnme n : - : "•j .:: -:- :on,;t1on c• f bombs 

becaus~ it conse n ted to be b lacl<m~. 1ie i:. Ir. san e becc-Js? · ~ = ~ r. s e r~.:-d 

tal'ge t o f te rrorist c.c:t i vit • e : and ;:>el"' h a.ps i ts sh:.me f u l - t hou gh ri o t 

n ew- re a c tion tr iggered a new an d un e pected ..: 1-?i:! o .t :ct y, ..: o r 

th e Pal e s t 1n 1an gue 1"' 11 l as . As a r esul 

cr g~ n 1z? t 1 ons t o en sur~ the safety c•.t 1 t ~ fl i g'1 t:. 1..:-· i ~ C'- ~n e e 

c omm itted i t sel f t o mainta i n its ant1 -lsr ael 1 dr ~ · :·mc t ·: ;~3-r .. :-:- r, 

e~change fol"' si m i lar 
8 

~ssurances . And the list cou l d prot•atil , ~e 

enlal"'ged . St1 11 , Europe could n ot ~vo~ d be i n9 att ack e d . What wa5 

1.rl 
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clear was the f2 cL th~t Europe could be man i pu l ~te~ . 

e.nd :sr O\e l , 

. -
~. !" 

- ;1:c! . 

~.n t 1 semi t i sm-sc• 0: 1 as .;. to tho: 1 r h .:-.;..r t ,,, - c .:;.1J 1 d r...1 <c: •:. be tr e ns 1?. te-c 

a<c:. ant1 -l'::.rael 1srn af not p r o-Ar.ab1sm. 

in the earl y day5 of African in depende nc e wi t hin i per;od of f i f-

t een years t he situat i on was reversed i n fa v or of Arab presence . 

Dur i ng the 1950s Is.r .ael VJC1rked di 1 igentl>' to win r e fr· 1endship o f 

man y African nations building hotels and gov e rnm.:- rt q0arters, 

tra ; n 1 ng mi 1 i ta r > un 1 t ~ o.rad guar·ds , and sh<o.r· 1 ng a9r • •:L l tu ra. l e ;r. ~ . .:- r -

tise . Unfor tunatel y for ' Israe- 1 , i"rOVJEVer, ts con f : c t •NI th th e Ar a.b 

na~ions wa.s to have a: negat i ve impact on ts relat i ons with ~f r i ca . 

Its alliance w 1 th France and England in 1956 was a i re2d, ~dubious 



sul .a-c.ff1c 1 ~Jl y r .: g.;,.r-ded c.s Afr1c.a.n =:c11 J . Moreovo:-r· , Afrrc .o.r st?-

tes w1 t h l~r ge !slamrc pcpul ~ t1cn~, bec~me inc r~~s tngl. suopcr-

t1" e 1:if the Arab ~nd Pal es. tinr~ n c~u;e vJi th o? >. p e ctat 11:m:: c...: 

r ecei v ing e Ytens 1v e a id from Ar~~ 01 I - producing count r t? :: . 9 

~nd for :.n i ncr o: <- -: 1ng r.•; mb e- r of nat 1•:in:., blocs, :..nd ;:.: :. :i"e, .:::a.c-

--. 

opposed to the idea of pan-Arabism so eagerl y launched b~ ~i s 

predecesor. His pol i c y towards t h e Je- w 1sh state was s ta t ed q~ 1t e 

soon and in part was an ansi>Jer t o ti-re 1ncrec.s in g pressi.Jre of the 

powerful mil i tary class; however, it basic:a.J ly came- a:._ Eg;;:i t.c,i 

r esponse to the ~hameful defeat of June 1967. ;:r-c•m i::-~ •1 e1 ,. b'!l'g !ri -

ning it was not a question of "war- or/no t war ," but r9t~~r c~ 

when to attack. Sadat declared h i~ i nte ntion to s tr 1~ e :. gc. tn st 
t. 

I srae 1 on severci 1 occasions but i n I sre< e I these m.en a c.::<:: v.•<?- r e : !'l ~ e-~ -

preted as nothing more than empt y rhetoric to inflame Arab hatrec 

towar-ds Israel· . His removal of Sovi e,rt.. advisor-s from Egyi:;t!a.n te r-:-- t.:>r > 

I n Ju l y 1972 further increased Israe l ' s belief i n Sadat ' -: ,,abi l:~y 

1;3 



/fl, 

t ;. r ~c-

. - . 

~ IV i? d'J'l• '' ~ ,-

Eg,i:rt ~ga ar .,.., .... ·~ ~~~ E; ~ ': • ; i i e:dt:- - :-- ··=,,€-d r-:-::-rt:- t: t:-

:,.; :!?~· t. I •;,r, 

ter was schedu:ed tc 

would be •ttacked. 

In relat i on to Isr-~el, aft.er the ., ~,.. o f attrition th at la~~ed 

from 1968 to 15'70, t.he bord'?r~ wer-: r e l~ tivel y :alm . lsr.a-:- 1 :-t-

t e n t1on was focused on avoid ing acts o~ terr-or i ~m, wh•ch wer~ c?r- i e d 

out mostl y ?broad. The re are several r e~sons wh i ch e xpl? t n t ~i J~rae: 1 

lacK of pre paration wh en the War of t he DAY af Atone~e nt beg~ n . Among 

them 1 a fa lse a I arm 1 n May I 973 whli ch cos t the I src.e 1 1 e--:.:.ncr.-

dearly, and the pro~1mi t y of elect i ons wh i ch we re scheduled ~ ~r 

October 31 for which the Labor Part y had been cangratulctin~ 1 :~i 1 J 

for mainta i n i ng calm and secure bor-de rs . Moreover, afte r t h e ~ 1x -



a c ::rta-in d~ gree of 1nv1nc1b 1li ·.- . N•: :-n:- ga•J -? 5- .:- r1c.J~ :c•rs1 de rc.. • r1 
b: .· 

tc tr.r? p o s: 1b1i 1 ~ Y of the Ar<ibs V.ll ' 1 trig to r1 -:· c. nc-•~· defe:;t ~ 

:. ..,, . 

-, ,...,u:_ t-~ c l 1 .;a . • ,....,Jstr:- · ; .;.. , .. . =-?.:..ct •::i r; . 

1 0 
Jew ~h communit y which ha d~ long hi~tc-v of vct1ng f or L abor . 

l...Jh 1 tla.m ' s £OVernment pushed forward a .fore i gn p .:; 1 icy wh ic1"1 seeme·: 

t c· be d 1r·e ·: ted to winning an important i f not ·, -?a.d ing rol e 1n the 

cr i ti c ~l of the United S tc., t.?s 1tJhtle emph.a.si::in; the rah: o f ~he 

UN , by then a s h adottJ)' organization mc..n . pul~ted : / th r: 11 o t ~s cf 

Af ro-Asi an and Third World countr ies w~1 ch ! ir :urn 1 n eed~~ t h e 

f in ~.n c ial ~id of greatt-r powers in ord.;. r t o ~u- rv e. in :: uch co11-

d i hons Israel was of 1 i ttle importa ni:i: t o the - ew A•.Jstra l ian 

re11~ i me. The unprecedented 'tt-ndenc ies C' f Whitl<.rr 5 Austr<>ira •.i s-.;-

vis the Middle East became public 1n Octobe r ic~3, but b > .. 

, . , 

JJ') 



~ '"' =-~• '~adersh 1 p. 

~ h • : c •:::>r ·:er n , 

12 
IC ..-. 

an:!:- 1. ::e-d tt·. ~I~•: r • ~I t : -:: - = 

IJ I ~ ' .. t 1 1 4 • n .-1Js ra 1 ~ .. -= ~ i 1 • 

J~~s ~nd non-Jews, " ... h.:.. s r1 o t been ~ e 1 1 t.h e 
1 5 

;iov<?rnmen t," 

Conf 1 ~:.i 1ng th<? fec r s of the ,Jew i s h c:;·mmun1t y re9.?.r·d1ng t!-iis new 

9row1ng evidence that Israe l'<: rrnag~ 1n Auc:tr? 1 ?. had c~cl 1ned 

since the Six- Day War, helped by hos: 1i e propagand~ of anti-Israel 

1 6 
n ature. But a de cline 1ri interest ·i s-a-vis . .T e•1J 1sr1 .:; r,•j Israe l 1 

•.at e-s we.s also c l ear w1th1n the A:..:. tl"alia.n .J.,.w1 s h c cm:nur1t':.v i t:.-;-'~. 

on l y five y eal"s af~er a. revrva.1 prcc •.! ced b/ ti".;. ·=· • -r·~ ·· Wa r . I ~lu:;; -

tra.t •ng tt".is fact, Isadore Magd: , p-,?sident o f th e UIA 1 sta.ted : 

~More than o n e third of tha convnun 1 ty is not 1r1v ol1..•ed 1 n i:> i ther· 



IJf 

I s r a.e 1 

11 l ust r ~ t in g tha po i nt was t he f?ct t h ; 

« p t> r 1 a d c·+ f ,:_,,_,- 18 
r i?ars : 19 7 0 l 3 1 5 4 4 f ~.m 1 I 1 e s 

,, 

1 '?72 - 11 ' 3 0:·5 

l 973 11' 3 6 0 

no t r 

t c. the Ur~ i =· - L =11r :;or-:.;; r I•: : r t ,,,- e , ..... ~.-:; 

pre s 1d-:-- , ~·i ::- i ~.e c uri t y Council at t h e \ 1me 1 t w~ul d n~t b~ app ro~ -
r i a te - c m? ;t; e ?.I"\," st ?. t eme n t e rr t r c 1z 1 n.; e 1 ~~ • .:-: 

20 
_de . l...;hen \ .e f :n <'.>. l~.· 

2 1 for an ;a~ ty end 1 b ut he wa s no t re ad y ta po i n t out th e a ggr essor . 

In add 1t 1on, to mak e matte rs wor5e 1 Au5 t r~ I1 a ! l e ade r was re l uc -

tant t o meet wi th Jew ish r ep r ese nta t 1v ~~ duri ng the+ r s t st ages 

of the war. Wh e n h e met in Canbe r r a wi t h L. K l e rn an d Sa~ L i ~sK i, 

the CommtJnal Dir ector of the VJBO, Wh1t l a.m on ce me.re a ff i r me d t h at 

Austr-al i a ; s posi tr on was of " e ven hande d neu t r a l 1 t / . "
22 

lhe Jew i s h 

c ommun 1 t y th f' ough mos~ of i ts rep r >?se n t a. t i v e-s an d pr ess e x pressed 

i ts d i=-s .:i.p oi ntment in AtJstral 1a ' s stand a.nd v e h ~me nt.l y cr- 1 t . c1ze.j 

23 
the Wh i t l am government . Furthermore, I t c oi ne d ~n 1r-on1c nEw w~rd 

•to f'efer- to the governmen t ' s pol i cie s t oL·J a. f' d •5 tt"re M i ·:1C: ; e Eas t c on-



~ 

in ord.;.r ~o dl5C U5 s some sort of 01 I r approchement, 

comple~'?· :111 1?r ' : c~ e d o,, 

that ;. L..ib,.r:- 1 ;-:1•1 .;.>r1m-? r.t :jr ;ri c. tr-?r L,;.oor PM wo uld ... H e ;cto:>d •r 

I 
? d 1 f f .:- r i: n :; rft.:. r. r. ~ r • E:!e c 6" u :;.;;> of t ;-, e .;i e- n '? r : 1 pell 1 ': 1 c. : ; 1 • ..1 io t -: .. , .,. 

t,1 as m•:.-:t 11 :.,eh th ;,t o the-r palit1c.; l l ?c.de r E or ;:·H · .,.;: ·••01Jl :j ha. 11 ,;-

dee~ , ?re ~u tspoVen support ~ 4 Mr . P . J. Yawk ~. P·?s1dent o4 

l i = r- C-:-•JilC • 1 o f Trade Un 1 on5 ... " 
25 

Also 1r• th ~ s a.me •1i:1n, John Levi 1 r:..bb 1 of Temp 1e Bo:-~:- l~r.ae' o f 

Melbourne, said 1n an int e rvie- 1A1 that Wh i tl.am ' s 

" . •. approach to the Middle Ea5t cr i sis wa5 comple~e ly new. 

He did not 9Jppoc-t Is r ?.e l 1 as al I Austrel l?n L1t.erEil 

26 
governments have done to date.h 

On October 21, the spoKesman ~or Labor and 1mm1gr~t · ~~ for the 

oppo~ i t i on, M. Fraser, said that most Austral 1ans would be s vmp6-

the t 1 c to the cause of the sta. te of l si'ae 1 in l"e I at • er, to the 

Middle East ~ar . However, the fact ~at Fraser ~ s observat10~ wa~ 
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p r 

1 e 

exp~essed in an e l e c t or al pol it ical statement gr eatl y d i mi nishes 
27 

i ts impor-tance . The fact the.t othe r p o l di ca.1 :>-3.r ties ·: - p c1 it -

1c13ns would hav e p r •::.b ~bl y fol lowed the l 1ne of oseudo-n e •.i ~ r ... 11 t v 

i n vo lving bo~h LG1bor .an d Llber-..l pc. r t i e s deal 1n;; idh ~ h ? 101T; 

K ippur War . Senat or ! • ane and By rnE of t he Democ- ~t ic L;t : r Fir t ~ 

( OLP > , wanted Aus': r !< lt a. to ta~e a firm stand in ~'JPt•or t :: : 1 ~ ;" 31? 1 

. 
:;. ;-id introduc"?d.;, mc. t r :.n C:-3l l 1ng for t h e qo v .;,rnmer• to •:or11~.:-rnr 

28 

t~o count r ies i S ;ggr@ ~ sors . Not onl y Wh i tlarn Wis n o t pre~~rea for 

par ~ i es to ~upp~rt 

;:.~ st .:- r1 ce tr 1.:1bb. 1r.g ~ i: L 1b?r al -? n d Coun tr-y = ;- t. ;..;. n:~:-~ 

29 
to •• ott? ....:i th th!!- Ol e:- o:i lhe pr c -! sr c. e·l propos~ l . Bu t. ' ;~ r, it 

for th e most part , g u i ded Aus ra l t an ~ ol 1 t 1c& l i- e. Cont' rmr ng 

Wh1ll~m/s po lt c > , '.s t L.:1bl~r stated that no par ty's po l1c: •·1:..s r~.a i -

30 
ly satisfactor y from an A•Js tral Lan Jewish and lsr ""el 1 standpo i nt. 

Ne ve rtheless, · the firm stand t.:.Ken b y l.>Jh1 tlam d · : n ot p r e v .:-nt 

twe n t y -se v en Labor parliam~ ntarii'. ns from express il'l g ~uppor t f o r I srael 

And Robert HawKe , who had alwc..y s been consi dere d ~friend of 

Israel - as had been Whitlam ju s t before assumins rlustra l l as 

le<odership-may have re-~ived more prc- i se f rom E 1 ~z3r and Medding 

than he deser ved. lllustra. ting th is point, a pro-lsr3.~l 1 -:;:ie~ ·=h 

by Hawl<e to the VJBD in earl y No vembe r was highl· c r1 t 1c 1:ed ::.) 

Pamela Rusk in ' s longtime "Roundabou t " column in 7 "t e ~ustr~ l ian 

//'j 

31 
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Jewish News . Though not ? po l 1 t1ca l e xpert, sh.;- cou · ~geous i ob-

ser v ed: 

hear 

p r o g r.: mm.;- :i r r .,. .:.- .j 1 t. ;.. ~ :- : t ,;, t ;: m .;- rd 1 r, th.,. c ~ 1 , 

32 
pr ~ ·S'E. " 

:3E- 1 E • "J /" I :: !-1 

--. -~ .... - \ 
: r • 

1 t c . I . :> r "" cc.<:.:- , r • o t:: t:. l , 

33 

- - a: 

t h us 1n j1rect l> further promoting m1' 

the Pr 1rne Min1-:ter toc-ll tr1'? o ppor tur11 t r to also e r 1 t 1c1z o:- hrs 

part y .,."iemy HawKe b> ~ccus1ng him o-f l ~ .: .. o f K'nowl e d9>:> 1n m;otter·'E 

34 
of e conomy . I t was 2lso at th~t time thc.t ~he Jew ~n pr e ~s 

fur ti" e r pr omoted HawKe : for ex.amp 1 .;- , t h e ( 1dd1 sh pre'Es pub1 1-;.heo 

an art ic le titled ''Salut e to Mr. Bob H~w!r, e" 1n v•h1i.: h 1 '; ca".:d 

hrm a " ... sincere fri e nd of~ankind and lsrae l .. ,3 5 

stand on the Middle East . The Me lbourn e Her a ld, +e r 1nst~nce , 

published a pro-I sraeli article titled "Hawl<e r s R i ~r, t C•n ~:"' <>.bs." 



T:-1-= .-_ : tr:<l ;.r, go~> e rnme nt 1 ·:. la.ck of suppor t far israel crea.te-d 

c~ f~ct: ~ e l ated to the ~ar bv ~ome Jewi sh c ircl es and represen -

tmport~nt Jew1 si c 1rc1e ~ an d r epr e s entatives =tate d their clear 

~5.pp •:i 1 n tment. regaf"'d i n•;i thoS' g o• 1ernment ' 5 st .:..n.:i c;,nd e .x pr-essed 

36 
t h -= ir : ... pport .,..: Isr a.:- 1 . SZ<.m L i p sK1 ' s comment s 1 llustr-ate the 

V1r d ai j1s o r ;i on being pr ~ c t 1c ed. On t he se cond week of the 

a 111:- - for : h e f ur.d-ame r.t : l s ec u r ity inte r ests of t h e S t ~te 

O .i • ""r - • l ., 37 
I • - · 3 ?:: • 

"Fr;o.nc l? anc Engl ~.nd ha\•~ pr·oclairned the ir- ;-1-=ut r?.lit;... aro..:i :-1 i:t 

~t the sam-= time are trainin g Arab pi lo ts 1n secret to fl ~ 

French and Eng l i ~h made :;.J?r· oplanes a.nd h o:> l 1c c1pt ers ... Australia 

38 
hes.~ ?.nn ounced neu tr.a. 1 1 t > - v.Jh i ch j : - bet te-r than on e sidedness." 

L i psk i' s remark was a l 1 the more curious at a time when Austral ia ' s 

neutra.11 t » had been quest ion ed as to whether 1 t wa.s ri ght to be 

n~utrci. 1 , an d whe the r Wh i tlarr, r s 'tand wa.s I n fc,ct neutral. P . Rusl<i n, 

who c~~ar\ y e x p~essed her vi ews throughout the war, c ynically wrote 



~l:.:iut t h.- " ... :;.o cailed polic;. o f complete n~wtrz..lit> ··· " of t h e 

,, 
re:.pons1t. ' e -t-:ir opln l on::c wr i tten other t h an 1r1 I t~ ed 1tor 1a.ls . 

Th•re a~ ~n l~ one ed1 tor Jal b v The Austral t an Jewish N ews 

fir-'? on - : to!:;,r 24- the f t r-::t .:.rid unsuccessf ul i:: e .oi.se f ir e 

be-gan ·~r ::ictc!:l~ r 22- tt•h tch h ad s ometh ing to s.:o.Y :o.bout Austral l a 's 

- 7 r ': I nu ;)IJ :, $Upp 1 > t -

I 
- - - .J '- ..... :: i = ~· = ~ : s.-. ~e- l . ~ , not ~ !1rg l e word 

40 

Re2ct - ; ~.: the War of th<: D :- r c•f Atonemen t, thi:> Austra i 1 an 

-.Te •"1iSl"1 c::ii".!Tlu- · t> org~n tzt?d s.ever-~1 rallies and -3.n eme r- genc y cam-

pa 1gn for the collection of fund s . I n a dd i t ic,, a number of v olun-

teers we~t t c Israe l and a n umbe r of y outh activiti es were schedul-

ed. 

Because of t he t i me diffe renc e, the news about the war reac hed 

Austra 1 i c. the day af ~er Yorn K i pp 1Jr was over. Howe v er, be for e the 

Jewish pr~ss ev en had time to announce it 1 a demonstration i n 

supper t of I srae l was pr-omptly organ ized for Oc tobe r 9 at the St. 

Ki Ida Town Hall in Melbourne and attracted 2,500 people . One of 

the speeko?rs i R . Zabl ud, pr-esident of the State Zionist Counci 1, 

asl<ed the Australian government and the UN to condemn the Arab 



\ ' 

attack whi l e : . Le1bl e r t ook a mor e aggress1 ue ~pprcach, 

cr1t 1c iz 1rg t he gov ernment f or no t t aki ng an y action espec ial I ~ 

demons t r :.. tioro :: on Octobe r 21 and 22 vJh e n .:-lsc· a r1 emel"gen1: ~ cc.m-

42 
pa 1gn wh i ch 1~cluded a fund-ra1s1 ng ?pp~al wa£ launched . One of 

t he se r· ?. lll e s , v.•h1c:h had for t arget you ng P"-' O~•l e betw~en t h e .:..ge s 

of t wen tr an~ th1rt ) years, at t ract e d 450 at th e orthodox S t. Kil d a 

C - .. 43 ongregc. . 1 ·:in . 

001' -

J~ ger peopl~ from d iff e r ent > ~u th mov emen' = ~h1ch 

e l 1ber? l T~rnpl<? Beth Israe l ~nd 1-<Jhich wa5 3t -

44 "•:i•.Jngs ters. Other ~allie s weri organized 1n Qu ee ns-

45 
t he Gold Cost , and Perth. Th e : i t •ja t •on 

i n Perth was p~rt1cu1ar1 y r<?mar kable because ~f the conti nuou s 

popuh.t 1cn c·...: ·: l 1ghtlv o ver 3 .ooc ; 2 . 000 a,ttHded -3 publ ic r3 1 l > 1n 

supp or t of !:ree l . The Austral i~n Jewish News did not r epor t 3.n y 

1 I b d b S _, ' J h . t 46 ra > e 1ng c r gan 1 z~ y Yon e y s ew1 s c ommun1 y . 

In add1 t i on to the mee ting organized for Jewish youth at TBI, 

student s at J~wish schools were de epl y i nvol ved . However 1 the 

time when you ngsters used to wash car s and cut the neighbor ~ s 

grass for sma l l change t o g iv e to t h e UIA campaign had i ndeed pas-

se d. By 1973 , young s tudents came wi th hard cash . Il lus tr ating 

the point, th e students of the Bi a l i i< School dona ted $3,000 to 

47 
the fund~ being collected for Ist'at-1 1 while the students of Mount 

48 
Scppus came up with $5,000, Comment i ng on thi~ new s i tuat i on, Rabb i 

I 

Lev i observed: " ..• a lot of young peop l e gave more mo ney than the ir 

49 parents!" More over, referring to the r ally at TBI , at whic h a Ki nd 

llJ 



o f T.ir -:o.p p e.;..l w.:os h ~ld h e s:.. 1d : " l.Je r ;. 1sed $5,000-6,00 0 from 

so 
t ~ e k t ~$; we t h ought we ' d r a i s e ~bou t 5 l 1 0 0 0." At the coll ege 

l '? ~' "' l, Jew i =-h st u de nt s 1:0 p e n t-d ar> I sr ~e 1 1 r nf orma t 'on Ce.n te r .3 t 

Mon ;...sh Un1 v e r si b · 1n Me- l bc.u r· r.e.s 1 
Ri:i cc .. ~ n tzing the s ign if 1ca.n t ca-

been t ~ e most hearte ni ng feat ur e 

1n a K. b but z f or no l ess t han s 1 

S2 
~~ t h e campaign." 

1 ;..~. not reoched, t t••e · H~ v olunte -

54 
N e11Js r e ~ ar t ed t h :i.t ;.net h er 9 roup i.•ould l eci \J -:> 1:::.n Nc•11ember !4 . It 

:;eems cl e.:- r t hat 1t. wa s :.omei>Jha t ha.rd tc• g et v o l unt e er .. : .. 1r, l?~r\ y 

Nc.v emb°" "" tt"• e -: .; 11 ·::on t1nu 1?0 1 this t 1m!? onl y request 1 r11~ a r t')r e~ 

mc•,.., ::h s -:;.t a t 1n ]sr .:ie 1 ; SS h owe v er The Austr.)T i an .J r: w1 s :-, N E-w ~ d id 
• 

or' v t i :- t mor e .:-ppea 1 s we rt> 1 s~u'?d. Thu s , b y t h e mi d .::ll e of 

Nov emb-:> r , A . Rot h , pr es i dent of t. h .: Australian Union cf .Jewi sh 

S t udents, cal led on ce more for v olunteers further redu c i ng the 

. t 56 . t . m1 n1 mu1T1 s a.y to ten wee Ks . lr1 add1 1on , on Nov embe r 30 an ad tit-

le~ "O;>?n Lett<?r to ~11 Young Jews" an d s ig_n ed b Y ~ )'CdJth commi tte e 

from c:.. 1 1 the major ,Jewish youth groups r equested ::;.ttendance at a 

meeti ng where information on volunteering to go t o Israel would b e 

S7 
provided. Still, on December 10, N . Jacobson, chairman of the VJBD, 

sp eak in g at the headq u arters of the UIA at Beth Weizmann, reiterated 

SS 
the need for volunteers . Surpr isingl y , a report pub lished on Novem-

1 
ber 9 i ndicated that the more than one-hundred volunteers asKed 

59 -
to go t •:i Israel . It is possible that approximatel y one-hundred 

l it 



p e cple did se~k 1n forma t1 on about go i ng to Israe l but th e con~1nu ous 

r <:> que!:t for· " Olunteer: and the lac K of in format ion about .;"fv 

dep~rture be~ides the orie wh1:~ occurre d tow~rds t h e e nd o~ Octobe r 
' 

a.pp~rentl>· 1 n d 1•: .;te~ that e v .:r t li .:> or i g i nal target of f1ft.v 

vo 1 • ..-n t eers wa.s not fulf1lled 1 :.t least until Decembe r . Pi: rh :;.ps thi~ 

wa·:: due to th e f 2.c t that U-1e m::i s. t .je '£ ir.:1bl e age gro•Jps, th e college 

Y i? ;. r , 

jew1sh r e l 1g1c1us le~der sh1p e x p r essed i ts comp l e te suppor-t of 

I sr;,.el. I n -3dd l t ! on! i t was st:--on·~l y in v olved i n public r.: :li e:. 

p ro'.' id1ng r;bb i -: - 1 iberal an d me"" ;,~ put>) i c 
I 

me etings . Fur thermore, t ts 1nucl v ement was expressed 1n other wa y s. 

Thu~ , w1 th th.: •:Jutbr e 3k of t h e w ~r 1 a note of sup por~ vJa.s s ent to 

60 
!:r.=el -=· ;.,.mba~.sl'.dor 1n Can berra b/' the Melbourne Be th-Din . T: <o.l"E-:. 

' wh :~ had f G1 shed sh a~~l Y be~~~e th e beni nn i ng of the war --t c .... :> -

an~ tr iumph~nt mann e r : 

"The Je~1sh St ate Is a unique blessing for all of us . ~et 

us pay for that blessing. Unde r God's prov i de nce, we can 
61 

thus speed up th~ day of the new Jewish victor y ." 

Within a wee K of this statement, an emer gency campaign Wbs launched , 

and once again~ Rabb i l. Porush , eresident of the Associat i on of 

Jewish Ministers of Australia and New Zeal and , e xpresse d absolute 

I 
solidarity wi th Israel and called for s upp ort of the emergenc y 

appea 1 • 
62 



Once th e wo.r began , tt tooK t he A•J::tl"~l ian Jewish ll?a~e r: 

one week tc i~unch ~~ e~e~gE n c ~ campaign . The regular UIA campaign 

na.me-d "Involv e ment" ior ;·:>73 !"1 ad off1 c ia11 / ende d sl 19ht ~> over 

one mon t h before Yorn K1ppur . The nlnvol v ement" campaign b~ough t ~ 

total pledged of $3 , 164 , 000 which had not ye t be en f~lly collected 

b > the time w c.r i r tt>e 
63 

i •ddle Ea.s t erup te d . A h i gh l y pV b l ici z e d 

a p peal was ~1-:c• conduct e ~ in Melbourne - i n con,iunction with London -

64 
on Yc.m Kippur, f or the benefit •:if Rus-sia,n ,Jews . Un t 11 ~ ne eme l"ge-ncy 

C:l.mpa i gn w.:o.~ organi zed , the others, along wi t h a. We lfa.re Ap pea.l for 
65 

locdl nee.::J: cc1nt111ue 0j . Th•J5 1 >"IUstr~li an J e wry- a.n d pa rt 1cul:i.rl y 

~ev eral 

import~ r 

Du r-rng tr.e 111eekend of- Oclober 12-i4 , the em<?rgenc y ca::T;pa:gn w "' e 

or-9?n i zed an d begc.n th e "ol 1 ow1 ng we P.k . Al though no spec 1f 1 c 

~mcunt vJ;.o.s :-;, t 3.s 3.. target I. l1agit ask.ed to col l ect thrc--:-

66 
le3.st. doubled . Sine~ 

th@ amount pledged fer t he 1973 UIA fund- r a ising camp ~ign was ov e r 

s3 , 000 1 000 the amount t hat Magi t ha d in mi nd mu st hav e been a bout 

S 9 , 000 ,0 00 . AltholJ gh of fi c i a l n umbe r-s we re no t provided for the 

t o t.al o f t he 1967 emergency campa i gn, the amovnt p ledge d ~v as 1n 

i n the ne igh bor- hood of $ 3 ,500, 0 00 a nd a f i na l t otal sl ightly 

less than 53,000 ,000. Th us, Le ible r was less opt i mis tic th an 

Mag i t a nd thought tha t o~~ r- S 6,000 , 0 00 wa s a f e asi b l e sum . 

Cont i nu i ng t he pcl i c y of steal th that was employed du~ 1 ng t he 

emer gency campaign of 196 7 , t he Jewish leadership d i d not wan t to 

d i s ~ lose amounts p l e dged or col lect~d and a statement t o t hat 

!ti 

e ffect was e xpr-~ssed by the l eade r s of Beth Weizmann.
67 

At the same{{-~ 

' 



t h~ r c- •·1~ '5 a h1 g t".l,, p1.;:>~1ci ::ed 'i>I0 0 , 000 dona t ion b y H . r<r ongold , 

f c•rme r cha 1 r man c f t: t-i -? UlA-f i 11 1 n g the t wo c '? n t ral pc g e s o f 

Th & Au : tr.;l1an J:-·• ~r "Jev•s o f Oct obe r 26 ,-to build a child 

Th e timing s eems to r~1cat e th e wi s h to demonstrate hat Aus-

t r a.l 13r1 Je~oJ s \..,e re st ·1 c on c e r ned wt t h t.h e we lfc;r e of Aust r a l 1a 

IJn e hJec-k a.f t c r t he- :i. p pE- ~1 ~vc.~ I <!i.un ch ed 1 1 • Mag; t e x pressed the 

v i e •~• t h c. t th ere •·n .:. ?~· ov e r wh el m i ng resp o n s e fr om Jews a.n d n•::>n -

J ews wh•Fh he bt' . e v e ~ wa s an 
68 

1n d 1c<i.tior. o f the gener ~l moo 1j, But, 
) 

on th e oth.:r hc;r::, h"' ~ ! ~ 

c omil 1 t ~e e 1 n order rlri b utions th at wer- e " .. , 

total l• 1najequate 1n th e f ~c e of isr a el s unprece d ert e d r equire-

69 
me r.•s . " Ir• accc·rd ... 1 t h Mag i t 1 Pabb 1 L e1..i sa i d th 9.t ~ome J e •,oJ s, p ., 

u er. a ss1m 1 lat e ~ ;nd -~t par t iculari ~ pro-I s rae l gave toK e r sums 

70 
cc; -none- .. . ~ - -eon -: ;? in • •. ..,1 t h t~.,. e nding o-t ti;~ carp e- igr or, "lov em-

''A l t!"tough th e g o a' s et out to be act"iie v ed l'1eo.s not b ee:n 

reac he d , th e: J ew ~h commun i t y o f A us tr a l 1a h a~ e ~ celled 

71 
i tself 1n comi ng v er y close to i t. " 

72 
Mag i t stated that th er e was greater concern in 1973 t han i n 1967 . 

Th is vi ew , howev er , ~n.. s contrad i cted b y R. Taft and G . So lomon 1n 

the i r study of Melbourne J ewr y ' s react i on to the 1973 war. Ac cording 

to that study , t h e l e v el of involvement i n 1973 , thou gh s i gnificant 

73 
d id 1no t . s urpass the emo t iona,1 leve l s of 1967. No ind i cat i on of the 

total amount of money collecte d was given b y the Jewish p ress, and 



th o? on 1 , <Ipecu l-:- t 1 or •= 3-me from t he non - J e i,J 1 sh p r ess 11Jh i ch r e p or to:o d 

th.:.t ~n e-.11 erage of -=·50 pE-r he ad co1J t 1:•f ~ ct:orrimun t t y o+ 70 , 000 1...ias 

74 
9 1 •er1. Tt' 1s would nd1cate i f i gure o f S3,SOO,OOO as t he l owe s t 

am~unt po!sibl ~ don~~ed , part i cul a rly wh e n compar e d wit h th e sums 

M6~t t and l o? I bl er had 1n mind . ~ 1 t ho ugh off icially M5g 1 t e x p r e s -

sed B ~ens~ of fulf1 ! lrne nt regard ing th e r e sults of t he emer g e ncy 
7 5 

c amp.a.ign, t·J. .J.c-.cot:c•n'".: bel 1e ve d that the c ommu n 1 t,. s houl d no t 

"l ~bour under f alse 1 lusionstt abou t their con t ribu t io n5 to th e 

c a use of Isr~e l s i nce other communiti e s w1 th fewer me a ns g~ye 

76 
mc~e per ca~ 1 ta. 

During ~ h e e n t irt cr1s1s the Church remain ed rem~ 1 -:- n t . 

H: 9h e x pe.:. t,:. ti on5> we; e ar ousE'd wt'1e-n i t. was .E\nnoun ced :hat Cardena 1 

Kn~v would spea~ at :he Me lbourn e Y Clu b o n Oc t obe r 30 . The 

AL:tr~; i &n Jewish N~ s l~ter reported wi thout further commen t , 
77 

tr.3 t the C.:-rd inc.1 Sj:>:-re abo u l: "A•Jstrai Ian ab.:ir 1g 1nes." 

Cc.nclu ~ l on . 

The L a b.:-r gove rnm2n t l ed by G. vJhitlam an d e l ec t ed in 1972 1 

p rov ed to be a t r aumati c e xper i ence for Austral ian J ewr y . The 

newl y electt?d governme n t int r oduced a "pseudo-neutr ali t y " 

r egarding the Middl e East conflict, wh i ch was more pro- Arab 

t han an y o t he r Aust ral ian government s i nce the c reat i on o f 

t he state of Israel. In addition, for the fi r st time 1 th ere 

wci.s concern among Jews because Arab terrorist activ iti es 

wer ~ detec t ed in Aus tralia, and also a few antisemit i c slogans 

were sprayed o n J ewish properties. The Australi an government ' s 

a t titude seemed to have had consequences i n the way Australian 



one;. ,;-,.:lu '? r. t al ;.: .. :-1 1 t1c13n-: publ 1cl" st ati:-d the . r support o f 

th~t. e- 11 e n n Melbourne , Hi e be-:t attended r :.. 11..,., :..tt r-a0:te,j no 

more u-, ;;-, : .:•eri ~· ercert c•.f. it : J .:- w1 sl"1 pop•J1 ct • or •. On th.:- other 

:tcr o f strong 

o~ ~. i::in-:o· ,..;,. ,-- '"'j 1.l-r:i ... ;it-1 ,1obs <:-uch .;.s w .;.~~·ir> ~ ::-r; or .:ut t, r .g 

sutst~n ~ 1al : ash as was reflected i n the totals a Jnated b y Jewish 

sc~:iol~ ~nd vouth groups . Obv i ously th i s reflectei a new sl tuation 

of 1ncreas1ng weal th for an al ways growin g s.:-gme n~ o f Austral 1an 

Jew5 1 ~nd probably a more relaxed view b y the Je~ i sh youth r egarding 

the- forms through which ideals could be accompl I she d . 

Regarding the emergenc y campaign, although it =id not ~.ch i eve 

the origin:i l targe t, the financ ial response g i v en by Austrc> l 1 0.n 

Jewry proved to be an incontroverti ble posit iv e answer to the 

Yem Kippur crisis . 
I 



FC'r ~ 5nort period bl?twi-er 106; and 1964, Braz il ~ttemp ted to 

~dopt 3 new neutr;l ~ t and 1n f ts "c1r-e1gn pol icy . Howe ver , the 

Unito?a 3t?to:s opposed 8r~z tl _ :tance, and still w.antE-d to 

reta in its i:ommand 1ng •10 1c~ 1n Braz il ' s ec onomy . Political pc.wer 

was ul t1 rri z..tel l y 1n t he h«.n d s of t he m1l1 tdr y 1 who sharpl y c 1f-

ft?red !: -1 .:c onom1c Issue~ : 111h1l e sc•me 1ver e not both.z.red by ~he 

· •one tar y Fund < l MF > 1 oth e f" s 

. ~nt ed e conomy ~nd ~mar~ 

rr 1i1t;r . Wl?re unttec: 1n the i r 3tron9 a.nti-Commun1st stand 1 i t was 

b? :0 I C? • ':h e ec onomic - .ac tor l•th1ch cr .:-ated fr i ct ions w1 th t:-ie 

US, ~re &s ~ resu:t fur:her ~~fe:•ed other ar eas . Thu s, f er 

1nstar-i •: <? • .:. US-IMF p1~n for; non1nfl c. t1onary e xpor t-or- i e n ted econ om:i 

which stressed agriculture and minerals rather than i ndu s tr y bad !> 

offended Brazil ' s ruler-s-the same 'si tuat ion was r.z.peated during 

the 19SOs when the US tri e d to avoid Braz i l ' s production and e x-
78 

por tat 1on of software . 

Washi ngton's concern about Brazil ' s pol i cy o f neutral i t y , 

espec i ally during th e Quadros regi me a nd t o a lesser e x tent dur i ng 

Gou l art's presi denc y, was no l onger a factor dur in g Castelo 8ranco's 

rule-~ f act wh ich certa in l y wa s no., surprise to the US since Cas te l o 
79 

Branc o was "i t s man " t o lead a c oup a gainst Goular t. Howe ver, 

nationalis t i ca lly or i ented mi l ltar y personnel and conservati ve 

i ndustr i alis t s - eager- to prof i t fr om bus I ness with the state- promot -



ed ~ succes4 Jll coup d ' etat which b y Januar ~ !?67 put the more 

na. t ional 1-::.t1c Cost6. e ~·I lva. i n power . Washington .s concern w~.s 

US economic t1 .:-gemon ,,,. ove-r 8rEz t1 h ;i.d been 1n d e c line e ven before 

th e 196? c oup . Inf.act , 5r-oi.z. 1l _ i nt.;.grat1or, in to t.he ~·.iorld i:-conom)· 

prov e d prof i table but accelerated the US dec li ne 1n th~t countr r : 

heav )' US 1n" "?stment :n th.: s ec c·n d r1al f of the 1960s could n ot 

surpass the- flow o f ca.pit!<.1 corn i ng from vJ es t ern E1Jrop e a.nd .Japan , 

thus decr e .:>. ~111•;:1 its s h.:..r e of foreign inv e s t ment 1n Brazil from 48/. 
80 

in 1950 t o 33~ b r 1974 . As a r esult , at l e?.st du(ildng t he late 1960s 

and e X j:"?ct e o . This d o es not imply th.:.t Br-az il :i.::_ . strong 

ant 1 -Ame r1 ca ~ pos 1 t i ans, 1 s w~s the case with o ther Latin American 

81 
1 n f 1 1J e n c: i? , 

A 1 thou gh hurt, Hie- ~ l l 1 a.nc e b e t we e n th e two nations was. a 1 i v 1:- ;.nd 

the f r i ction ; we re more r e la ted t o matters o f economy t~ an t~ 

foreign r;ol 1::_:. - tt: ._:1ugh 1r1dir.:ct 1 y those could -;,lso be effected . 

lr1t<? r dependenc1? be Hv ,: ~n >?•:onomy arid fore i gn pol icy became dis-

tinct during the 1970s due to the o il crisis triggered b y t he Mid-

die East con f li ct - t hough oil pric e s bega n t o Jump be f or e 1 '?73 

a nd t he Arabs tri e d to use th e ir oil a s a an e l ement of pre s su r e 
82 

we ll before t ha t d a te . 

T h e f act t hat the Washingt on -Br asi 1 ia, a x is w-:i.s " .aliv e '' , pa.r-

+:i c ul ar l y in matters o f fo r· e- i gn pol icy, rnay b e ill ust r a te d by t h e 

fac t th ~ t in ear l>' 1974 Br-az t l, a n o i l-def .!ci ent cc;1.mt ry, wa s 

maK1ng arr-angemen ts wit h I r a n and Nl ge ria rath e r t h a n wi th the 

anti -I srae li Arab c o untri es. I r an wa s bacKe d .b y t he US through a 

strong suppor-t f or Shah Rez a Pal evi ' s monarch y , and Ni geria, -wh ic h 

by 1973 was moving fr-om th ir d t o secon d place I n the r a nKs of 



fore19n 01 l :uppl 1er: to the US, decided not to part1c1pate 1n 

the Arab-led ~mbargo by OPEC- of which N1ger1a was a membo?r 
A 83 

sinc e 17.:-'i . l../evertheless, Th<? Net"' York Times on Februar .. 3, i0:'74, 

reported th.:it .:.r:-.b countries 111 e- r-? engaged 1n a "discre et cour tship" 

of Br~z l I but required ~n oif 1c1;l pro-Arab stand 1n e xchange for 

their ·~r endsh 1p." -~u~, a l though Brazil was still under the 

'umtr<?ll?" ic•re1gn pol1c )' of thO? United S tate s , at least 1n rel .:it-

1 on to thi:- 11 1 ddl e Ea.st , attempt~ to change 1 t s stand e x 1 sted from 

:lbroad . 

Jn Brazil s ome people thought that securing Arab oil was 1mpor-

tant to the n?t i on and that p e rL~P5 ~pro-Arab sta·d deserved 

::: I ose- c .:_.n; _ • . Th 1 "S op 1n 1 e n becomes e ven more 1mpor t~nt 

='os1 1.:.n or• ·h~ Middle E~st Con..:• 1c t?" A voice of d1sso?nt from the 

off 1c1al 8ra : 1l1an pos1t1on of r1eutral1t)', it claimed tha.t an a.1-

tern:.ti ve pri:;1-Arab stan d w.;.s be 1r1g considered b y 8raz1l1a.n di p-

lomats: 

"Every da; 1 t becomes more d1fficul t to sustain Brazil ' s 

equ 1distance on th e Middle E<st conflict because the 

economic and commercial interests_....espec1 all y 1n t ~,e oil 

sector~ that are emerging between Brazilians and Arabs 

started to be noticeable in the formulat ion of pol 1cies 

to be followed vis- a - vis the problems in that are~ ..• 

The impresion one has is that eventual ly~rather sooner --than later~Brazi l will have to reform~late its pol icy ... 

.... 



171 

to -:.:-cu r e 8ra.z1l1an suppl y at th1-= time of interna t 1un 3.l 

energ> cr i s i s •.• and 1f plans alre~dy under WttY ~r~ 

Unti l th i s moment i t 1s st t ll pos$ i ble to sepa.r·ate 

e c o n orn 1 c -c omm .:- r-c t c.. 1 1 n t ere s t :s. fr om p o 1 i t i c a l 1 n t e re s t s • 

How e u er , d i f+ i cu l tie ·:; do t- xl st and the e x .:..mpl.;, C•f the 

cre~ t1an o -i; UN Committee in Leba.non, with the- exclu sion 

of Jews, approved la.st Fr·1 da>' b y t he Economic and Soci al 

Co mm i ttee of the- UN un der.the leadership of Bra.z il 1.;n 

Serg i o A r man do F r a.zao sho1,.1 ed t h e- ~ 1r1d of ' g ymnast i c;. 

the :tamar;. t • h ; : t o do i r1 er ' · o ma.ntain its equ1dis-

tance. " 

Acc ord1n; t c H 1E- :>.rt i c1e the Comm i ttee ' s funct ion wa<: t :. promote 

econ om i c de v e l opment in Western As 1 ~, and Braz il ' s favor~ble vote 

wa.s .;., d i fficult decis i on because cf i ~s polic >' of rit-utr=. ' it y <of -

f1c 1all y referred t o as ' equ i d1stan ce ) 1 and it came en·~ after a 

three-po i nts cons 1de-rat i on : 

1. 8r~z1 l would not be opposed to the- development of an, area. 

) 

2. The Arab position was not discriminatory becaus~ lt admitted 

that i n the fu t ure other members might be accept~d t o the bloc. 

3. A transitory c ircumstance, that is war, i s not to be al lowed 

to damage permanent initiatives. tha t is the search for develp-

men t. 

Howev e r , as the writer a lso observed, these po i n ts were only an 



,. 
of . 1c1a. l Ju s cif 1c a. t 1c ·· for Braz i l ' s f :i. v orable vot e 1 .. 1h1ch , 1n f a ct, 

inter e st s 

d i p l omats 1r 1n f orma t a lks . ·• 

For t he t me be 1r £ , howe v er , r el at tons be twe en Braz I l and Israe l 

r ema i ned cor ~ t al. An agreeme n t f or mut ual coop er a t ion beg i nn i n g 

1n l959 .a.s :. cu l t ur- 0'.· t•ond, d"e v e l op e d d1Jr1ng t h e 1960 s i nt o a 

more s1g i n 1f1c a n t agr eement in cludi n g mat t ers re la t e d t o ~gr 1 cu l -

ture .:;.nd .?. tc•mt c e ner •; -. Par· t i c 1J l .:1.rl y aft e r I s rae l " s s mashin g v i e -

tor y ov e r the Ara bs r 1 ~67 , m~n y Lat in Ame r i ca count r i e s a l ong 

v.ii t h Br· a:.: 11 r>1e re v e r· 1nte r· e s t e d in acqu1r- 1ng l ~r a e lt m1l tt a r->' 
84 

equ i pmen t . ~on f1,.. .... -~ the c o n ti n u1t .· .-;:, f t he c l o se r r e l : - - e x is-

s ci en t if i c c ..:iope r a t 1 -=· , c u I tur- a 1 e x c h a rig e 1 nuc I e .:l.r e nergy , '°"" d 

th e p r es'?nc .;; c_,f i =-;;. '=' ' m1 l i tar i' e- qu i pm .:- nt c.t a n Int.e r n a. t 1o r: a i 

8 5 
Aer-ospace Sr:• .. • •i; 3.:- : ==:u l o . Eb.<>.n' ~ vi s i t w~. s con: 1der?.j s i gn i f i cant 

since h e me· n ot •:>ni · vJith his 8 r a.zil ! an cou n t>? r i:·ar 1 Gi bson Bar bo z.: 1 

but a lso w1 ~ \ ~r ~~ 1 di 1 t Garrast a z u Med i c i , s ever-al .min ist ers a n d 

ca;b i net membo? r s r.- •r10 .? : t e nded <: banquet 1 n h I s honor , 9 overnors, 

and a lso wi t h th e presi de n ts of the Na t i onal Congr e ss a nd t he 

Supreme Tr 1b~nal . Ba r ~oza a nd Eban also i nclu d e d I n t heir agenda 

di s cuss i ons a bo ut t he Mi dd l e Ea st, a cc ord i ng to a jo i nt statemen t . 

Howe v e r, b o th cou n t r i es held diver g e n t vi ews: wh il e Bra z il c o n -

t i nued t o be l i e ve i n a n agre eme nt t hr ou gh t h e sponsor sh i p of t he 

UN, fsrae l f~v ore d d i r ect tal ks w i th o u t pr e-condi t ions w l th the 
86 

Arabs . Desp i te the man y Eba n visits and the hi gh r espec t shown 

to hi m b y Br a z i 1 i an r-ep re s ent a t i ves, Rolf Herzberg of Re sf nha 

Juda ica~a Sa o Paulo based newspape r wh i ch had repl aced Croni c a 



Israel 1 ta- stated thc.t E:r~z1 I i an newspeo.per=. 1"1<1j 1 1n g1?neral, t•e en 

87 ' 
"cautious" about Eban i v 1s1 t . Confirming the good bus iness ties 

between the t wo countrie s , Interior Minister Costa Cavalcant1 stat ed 

th?t out of fort>-one foreign &greement ~ Sr?= •l wai worVing o", 
88 

The Interna t 1or,al Aer1::isp.ace Show was inaugurated in Sa.n Jos.;. do<: 

C~mpos, near Sao Feu 1 o, 1 n St:.p tember- 1 S-73 . For th,:. occas 1 on, I o:.r-ae I 

Indu~trv and Commerce li1n1ster Ha1m 8ar-L.:-v, ~highly r-espected 

89 
militci.rr 1£-ader, arr1ve-d i n Brazil. At th'!' e x hibition, I srae l 

presented the Gabriel m1ss1l1?, and the Ar~v~ and Wes t wind 1123 
90 

31rplanes. Th e pr e sence of Bar-Lev 1nd1c3tes the importance tt~t 

l sr ae 1 a t tr 1 bu t;"' .~ • ? ~ 1 r, Arr.er 1 ca a;. a buy.:-r of 1 ts m1 I i t~r • 

_ ·he 3raz1l1e.n M1n1ster -Tor lndustr" <o.'1:l 

91 
Commer~<>, Pr?tt:i • ~e 1'10"?'?': 1 met . 1n Bras1l1a.: although off 1c 1.;ll )' 

the me~ting tool< ::·• E-Co? to 10 •:.r· e~se econom i c cooperati on betwe~n 

!srael 1 ml itar ;qu1pment was part of the r:or1v.;>rsation . Th'? 

product:. off<?rrec ? t the e /h 1bit 1 on b/ 1 sr.:.e · •uere pos~ t 1 ve' • 

revi~•)Jed b> the 6rc.i:1l1an pr- ess: Ultlma Hora, for 1n ~tc.nce 1 ..:- -

pressed the view that "Israel pr-esented th~ mo~t OJtstand ing 

. 92 
booth of the whol i;. ~ho•IJ ." 

Dur ing the mo~ths of August and Sep tember , the two lar-gest 

Jew 1 str commun 1 ti es of Braz i 1 , S.:;;.o Pau 1 o and Rio de Janeiro, and 

particulalr-y th e lr leadership had a good opportunity t o do what 

they do best: soc i al i ze. Thus , Eban ' s visit I ncluded a number of 

pr- ivate £-ating/meetings with Jewish leaders, an d rr.ore acc esibl e 

93 
visi ts to the Hebraica 6f Sao Paul~ a nd Rio. Dur-ing the same period 

. 
J ewi sh instituti on s organized farewell ' acti vit ies for lsr-ael i ambas-

• 
sador ltzhak Harkavi who was about to return to Israel after f i ve 



y e:-r5. of repr t- sO?nt1ng his country 1n Brazil. Again, in the Hebr~1ca 

of Sao P~ulo and R t o de J~neiro 1 Jewi sh leaders offered a spec i al 

94 
d inner· 1n J-1Gnor of amb~ssador Har-K-3.v 1 . In .;oddi t1on , Jewi5.h -=chr.:101~ 

ond oth e r institu ti ons, s•Jch ~--=- ClP 3.nd t he 3ephard1 c Pt"11la.n-
95 

th rop1c Congregat ion of Sao Pa~lo, ~\so honored Har-kavi . 

By 197 3 , the patterns of behavior of the Jewish commun ity ob-

s e r·\1 ed in 1967 continued the s?me- : :..pathy 1n matters related t o 

Jud.:; 1sm 3.nd Isr·c,e i 1 incre.:o.s 1n 1;:i i mportance of sports and soc1a.l clubs 

as ~ ~ e n ew c en te rs of J ewish "togetherness," and a search for more of 

the we ~l th and comfort which was c ommon to the weal th y 5% of Braz 11 

popu l ation . Again. as dur i ng the 1960s, Sao Paulo ' s Jewish comrnuni t y 

was 1n better shape t han R io de Jan e ir o ' s . Confirming this vi ew , 

96 
This t i me, however. . -es ~n a tion of i ts p r es i d ent Jose V~tz . 

J e- i.,11~1"· p rE-<:s of tr1:d c:1 t ·· de_v oted a riumber of ~rt1cl~ = to'°" t'1e 1·:.ng 

t1mo:> -.:rss.;-s w1 th : r the :: omm1.1n1 t y 1 someth i ng th.at was scarce-l y done 

du " ..-,9 ~ h e 1·;,c.os. Jn Augu"St 12 1 .Jor:-~1 l s rael i.t .:i. wrote: 

" .•• We hav e more than f orty Jewish orga ni zat ion s i n Guanabar~. 

~n y i s i t th~t these organ1zat1ons don 't looK for new leaders? 

. •• For tunatel y , t here .are. old activists l still working l with 

t heir remai ni ng strength •• , " 

It also acc used Jewish organi za. t ions of "discr i mination" in deciding 

who wi ll be chosen to rec e ive invitations to assist at th e dlffere~.t 

celebrations organized b y those i ns ti tut ion s sin ce fri endship, not 
97 

protocol 1 was usually enougt'1 to be part of major· events. F u rther-

r;nore! in the midst of the Yorn Ki ppur War, the newsp aper also 

c riticized the Federat ion ' s weakness and declared it a cause for 



98 
the "'11s1'·11JV" s genera l apaU-1:· . Al though the newspaper ' s attacKs 

cou l d hav e triggered the Feder~t 1 on ' s react i on r t 1 s most 1 1 ~ -:- 1 y 

that rt~ cppe;d to the comm1Jn 1 1.-o support i t and .attend '? vents 

vH .s c-.c t wc.!I• c.:i used b>- .t s : •"er :- ll l;.c!-.. •:if r~ sp e cl ••11 t l'"11n the :·:.m-

8r6Z I I 1an Jews h ere 1n P t o. 3nd onl the Federat ion has 

n the name of the " i'1shu 1• 1 . " 

E1 ther the Fe der at i o n 1: r espec ted or we ~re he3 d1ng i nto 
99 

ch.;.os ... " 

M . K~ufTm~nn) pres . dent of tte : onfederatron , sen t one ~o th9 

Ger1er.:..l S~cret~r. :.f t '"ie U:·: , • _:-t We>1dhe l m, ~. sK1ng th?.t th~ :0 1;-

100 
gressor:, 1"1;, .:o.inst the state o f 1::;"ae1, Egypt ?nd S)r t a, be sanc~ t one .j . 

On behalf of the Confederatron, Kauf fmann also sent a telegram o f 

support to the I sr .:..e 1 i embassy i n Bras i I i a, e .-rpre :.s r ng " •• • our 

10 1 
complete solidarity with our brothers in Israel ... '' In addit i on , 

te 1 egrams of support wer· e :-?n t by R io de Jar1.? i ro Jewry ' s represen -

102 
tat1 ves and the Sao Paulo's Federation to Go l da Meir . The Sao 

Paulo 's Federa tion te l egram contained 6 ,000 wome n's signatures and 

stated : 

''We, Jewish women, share y ou r grief for t he bloodshed 



in th 1 ~ moment of angst for the J ewish pe ople and for 

man J.' 1 n d :-1 g e n e r a i . Ac c e p t o u r c om f or t c.. n d so l 1 d '3 r 1 t > 1 e-. s 

an 1 nc e ~~1u e for ~battle f or an endur i ng peace &nd 
103 

f1? t~rn~ 1 coe ·:i ~t-:-r1 °: e bet vJe e n pt?ople." 

~ few puc l 1•: roll 1e = 1n support •:if Israel did o ccur . JevJJsh 

c J 'J b s e x p r e s s e d t h .;. i r so 1 i d a ;- 1 t " b :t c a r• 0: .:- l 1 i n g t h e 1 r usu ~. . a c t i u -
1 04 

Hot>J ever, in L;.t1n Am.:r1 c .=. couni:rt .: s, th1-s susp ension could 

be in te nded :o ~ v oid 'J ewish movement" and the ch~nc e of anv 1s ol -

a t ej ant 1sem1 tic outburst ~ga1n~t J ewish people or prop e rty , but 

also t h ~ rr1,:; nt~. 1 n .::- n ce c•f a low prof1 le . ... r t?v.1ish c l ubs we r e a. few tirne s 

used as m~~ 1n g points for ral li es. Aga in , s~o Paul o a ppeared far 

more :. 

on.;. - ~ ,. - su pport 0~ l s~ae l w~~ repor t ed to h~u e t~k e n place Ill 

R i: , org::-.ni ~~"j b ;v Ric-~ Z1ont~t Or 1;ian 1;:a.t1on \ " Un1ficada " > an d b y a. 

J uca i c:o':;. r .;. ;crt -'r- 0::>m Rici , the demonstra.ticin was ~tt.;.nded b~' young 
105 

f n Sao P'°'.ul •::i i th~ He bra 1ca r.re"e .j 

October 15 , "thc .. J-: and: o f p~ c·pl t?" .:..ttended a me '? ttn g i t"! which a.rt 

e xpl 3-n.at icn of the situ4. ti o n 1r. t he Mi dd l e East 1t-ia<:- giv e n b y l e a de r·-: 
106 

! (/ 

of the J e v.1i :;h communit y . Anoth e r rally, in t he -:;ec1::>n d half o f Oc:t9be r) 

was a ttended by ap p r o xi mate ly 2 , 000 . pe opl e , who heard t he usua l 

spee c hes, a nd we r e also sh own a documentary about I srael 's li fe a nd 
107 

progress s i nce t he 19 67 wa r . Ano t~er demonstrat ion , organi z e d im-

mediat e ly a.f t e r the e nd of hos t i l ities , not on l y attr a.cted the 
108 

most pe opl e , 4 , 000 t o 6, 000, b u t was t he mos t uniqu e : i t wa s pub-
, I 

I 

l ici ze d as " FE- sta d a Paz" <Ce lebra. t , on for Peace > an d wa s a r emar-

Kab le ev ent becau s e for the f irs t t i me a r a ll y re lat ed t o the Midd le 



E~st c~nfl 1ct w~~ atte nded b> both , Jews and Arabs. I t wci.s or -

gan1 ze~ b y S&o Paul o s Federat i on ?nd ~number of po l i t1c1~ns 1 

OT.; ' c ' : I : • • t<.:> 'l ~ c t u -?1:, ;; nd ~ctor:-"r• o r _..muni:r ;;. t i on vJas pa.id" -

1 09 
we • i: p· ,._ser t. 

In a dd 1 t 1on ,. ,'.:' t he telegr.ams and r e-, 11 ies, 3. n umber of 

vo l unteers 1.ient to Israel 1 :i.rid f inci n c1~l ~·Jpport was organized . 

for· volunte-.:r s , 8ra.4tllan .Jew-: d id 9.:1 to Isrz.el a.s a result of 

thf' Yc•m K 1ppur· IJar. Some of the inside circ 1Jmstances surroun -

d i ng these vo luntee r -:. ar e Known due to a proJect real 1zed und<?r 
11 0 

the au~p1c 1 e~ c- f t1"1e Hetire111 U1i1vers 1 t. ,, of .Jerusa i em. As pa.rt of 

~rvi ewEd t wo Brazil 1an volunteers : 

D. V . :eem~ o ~~ v e d one vo l unteer worK 1n Israel pr i or to !973 

a~ c t o b e wor~ 1n g for the Jew i sh Agency e i ther before the war or 

1 mmed 1 ~te l' ?f t e r 1 t began ; D. G. 1 wa~ a f i rst t ime volunteer . 

Ac ·:ord n g t i:• [ 1, 1' , .:..s '?~rl > as October a - Oc tober- 6 was a s~tur-

do ,, - th-ere 1 e r ~ p eopl e at th e "3ochnut" asV l ng :>bout volunteer> 

wor K, ~nd t he r e were more people i nter e s ted as ~he war con t i nue d. 

D . y . :.tated t h ~t 

"Prospecti ve volunteers who came to the "Sochnut" 

did so i nd iv idually , particularl y college students; 
111 

nothing occurr ed i n terms of groups •. ,• 

l t 1s curious that individuals who apparentl y lacKed the i deological 

f a.c tor we r e mov ed enough to dee i de to go-or at I east to i nquire 

about going-to lsra~l . D. V. continued : 

11
, •• In the co llege, there was pro-Arab propaganda . 



On tr.e =· ther h .and , the-r e were nei organ 1 ze d grcnJps 

of Je~ 1 ~h student~ to argue aga i nst 
}1 2 

(tha t propagand~J 

A': c. react i o n to thei r unp rep aredness t o e °'< pla1n the lsrael 1 cause 1 

consider ed by s ome to b~ ind i v isible from their be in g cons i de re d 

a Ji;-v.1, 3.t ·~a.st some cou l d not veep a low profile , .and de·: ided o n 

a~ fected them, a number of student of students vol u n t e e red to g o 

to lsr~el. ~ less i deolog1cal rea.sor1 f or go i ng was reported : 

'' Mo: t o f the v•::> luntet.l"S did not ha.ve t1e-s with l:.r-ael 

t h ,;- > o :~ untee r e d t.:i z. olve p-:r--sona l pr-ob1 ems . .. 
, 1 3 

Thus , al th ou gh an un spe ci fied number of you ng Brazil 1an Jews 

volunt ee r ed to g o to l sl"ael as a result of the Yorn Kipp ur War, the 

v ~st maJor 1 ~~ r emaine d ~pathetic. 

There was financial sup por t for lirae l from the Jewi sh ccmmun it > 

cf Brazil . Howeve r, it i s difficult to ascertain how wel l or-ganized 

and produ c t i ve it was since , as on o t her occas ion s , a shadow of 

s-:crec y surrou nded t he emergen cy campa ign . It was not a nnounced nor 

foll owed up i n t he Jewish press. Nev e rtheless, i n a report pub-

1 ish e d on l y i n The Bra z il i aner Yidd ishe Ze i tung 1 El i e ze r Burl a, 
• 

pres ide nt of Rio ~ s Feder a t ion , when aske d by a r eporte r if Braz il -

Ian Jews we r e co l l e ct i ng mone y f or Israel, state d tha t t he re was 

a f und t o c o lle c t mo ne y f or Isr ael , an d t~at it wou l d be s e nt in 
1 1 4 

doll a r s through a nd wi t h the perm i s si o n of t he Ce n tral BanK. Oral 

hi s tory has it t ha t a fun d-ra isi ng c ampaign tooK p l a ce fol lowi ng 

I J'O 



th;: Ir" 1967 . But this time, the SOi.Jr:e said, 

Cl tt1-: "M.:ogb 1 t . • I n ad-

Je1<Jr v 
11 5 

thr:_·~h ~ he Ped :ro:s. There •vert- no ,:.mount s nor op1n1ons 

about 'he 5uccess OT th~ c3m: ; gn rep o rted 1n f iv e differ en t 

ne•'1spaper:, ~nd ma9~=1n<:-s : Re-senha .Jud\!1ca . Jornal I srae l 1 t a, 

8r"3z1l-Is·:-el, Aondi: Ve.mo:, ~rid Th e 8raz 1l1aner- Y1 dd1sh e Ze 1 tung. 

However, ;. comment b,· Etr-~ Sh 3p1r o , u1or l d chair-man o f the " Kerer1 

H<oYes~od" -' ... IA, who br1efl ; \'• =-•te d Br<. ::il, give$ .:;.n i ndication 

of the l<lC · of ~ch1€- v ement c" the c<?.mp;;1gn . Sh<?p1ro ~t?ted: 

" . · '·Je -: re 1 n P. 1 o ~ n d 1 r; '.3 ~ o Pa u 1 o 1 H • d I 1 • ~ n t to 

be hone~t , for tti e recor-c, hope 1t 1
: change d ~ t nce 

m, be1r;;i there . Sr-;.:11 v• :-= the :ountr· in 40•hich t ".e 

f<:e 1 1 r ; ~ of w~rrr th :.nd !Jr. 1 t v e x per 1 enc.:d 1 r, a 1 1 the 

oth'!'r :-:.ur1tr1es .•• 

commun y 1s'enJoy1 ng i t ~l ong wh1 th the non - Jewish 

c ommun i t y , Their re acti on s and r espon se' did not measure 

up to wh at was e x pected, t o what shou l d come from that 

commur11 t y ••• 

Th& .JeLJ 1sh communit y in Sr az i 1 ts simply n o t re spond i ng 

t o th ~ needs of I sr-ael a n d even to the needs of the 

II 11 6 
Jewish commun 1 t y in Braz 1 l proper ••• 

Jews anc Arab$ in Bra z il usuall y enjoyed good relations, an d 

even dur i ng previous cr iti cal periods In the M i ddle East, the y 

!// 



for ten~1on du e t..:i t ti e fact th3. t the ~..ia. r lasted lon ger than the 

Jewi sh reporter walKed a round R io' s Alfandega St. neighborhood 1 where 

man, Jew~ ~nd Arabs had stores, he found the area relatively calm 

though less openl ~ fr l endl t than dur i ng the 1956 and 1967 crises . 

Thus, f or ins tance,~ 8raz 1lia.n Arat1 quickly re sponded that ever y-

th i ng was reasonabl y calm w1 th their Jewish neigh bo r s but, an-
117 

noye d , added th.at h e cc•uld not fur trier discuss the issue . 

The •;;,ien.,.ral 1mpresion 1-<ia.s th.:.t rela t i ons continued to be good and 

that the war was a subJect to a void . Although no pol ls or inter -

views w~re reported 1n Sao Pau lo, wh ere both cammuni t i es are Jar -

ger-particul:tr· I , the Ar.ab - :.nd mar"' influential than 1 n Rio, Sao 

Pa1J I o s b a.sed Aorrde Vamos ' proposal to create a Braz i Ii <1.n Arab-

.Je\1J! Sh Lea•;!IJE whose a. 1m would be- to share the 8raz1l1a.n e·x perierrce 
' 

where Jews and Arabs I ive s ide bv side in peace, would seem to 
118 

Ind i cat e that reason&bl y friendl y r?latians were be in g maintained. 

As an e xample , Aonde Vamos ment i oned t he Celebration of Peace. 

The Jewish press ~ id not repor t any official announcement by 

t he Brazi 1 i an government regarding th e Middle East war. Natan Ler-

119 
n~r, who l>Jro te a very brief overview o f Soth Arrrerican Jewry's reac-

tio to the Yam Ki ppur War , st.:1.ted that "Brazi 1 ian suppor t for Israel 

,,120 
was expresse d i n the Congress... The interesting dist i nction i s: 

"in " the~ngre ss but not " by" the ,.congress. The Federa 1 Dep u t y fo r 

Gu anabara expressed his support for Israel at Brasilia a nd Deput y 

Nina Ribeiro charged that the Arab attacK of Yam Kl ppur was 
1 21 

11 treacherous. u 

1/Z 



The media were not unan i mous . Some newspapers and TV channels 

te nde d to b €- pro-l sr·ael 1 , -=u ch as 0 Estado de Sao Paulo a.nd T V 

M~nchete, ~n d others pro-Hr~b ~u c t as radio and TV chan ne l 
122 

Bande 1rantes . The usual cr1 ter r o n w6s s i mpl y Arab or Jew i sh 

own.;orship c•+ t he newspaper or TV channe-1 1 man y of which did 

be l on ged to P.r~bs and Jews. In addition, there were some l eft is1: 

or 1eri tt?d - H 1er-.:,for.:- pro-Arab- media . However, b >' the n, mili tar y 

and mostly p3.r· ~ -m 1l1 tar organ1z~d1ans had almost completely 

destroy o:-d .21.n ;- cl ear Left e x p r·ession iro 8r;..,zil. Finally, one 

c ar1not rjjsr· o:- g a r d the poss1bilitr that pro-Arab e x pressions CO•Jld 

ha•..i e also come from certain nat i onalisticall y oriented gr-oups. 

Car.-: 1 •JS 1 o n . 

Br 19 73, the pa.ttern of beh -~1.1ior of the Braz i l ian ,Jew ish 

community c o nt i nue d to be one o f general apath y I n matters 

re 1 a ted to .Ju d? ism and Israel . Sport and soci~. 1 clubs bec:..me 

the def i n 1 t1 v e center of Jewi·o;h "togetherness" though no t of 

st r ong Ji;-wish 1denti t y . R l o " s .Jewish communit y continued to 

show problems in its major- institutions and, whether because 

of that situation or independe- nt from i t, the community was 

less responsive than Sao Paul o ' s Jewry. 

With the outbreak of hostil i ties in the M i ddle East on 

October 6, ''umbre ll a" Jewish organizations sent telegrams to 

the UN, Pr-ime Minister Golda Meir, and Israel ' s embassy in 

Br ~zi 1 . Lobbyi ng activities by Jew Ps h leaders in Brazi l were 

ne t reported In the press, although a few Deputies expressed 

support for Israel. A n umber o f rail l es, part icularly i n Sao 

Paulo, were organized but th e a ttendance never surpassed ten 

113 



percent of the Jewish populat i on, at the most . The one event 

which d e serves to be :;lngled out 1s a pub] ic demonstration ~. t 

tt-1e end c:1f tr1e ~\! al" 1n wh1•:h .Jews ~:..nd Ar~t1s-it is not cle ar 

whether Arabs or Ar·i<.b repr,;.s.;.ntat1 v ,;.~-were pr·esent; e v en ir

this case, howe v er, tht? attendance did not surpass ten perc e nt 

o f Sao Paulo · ~ Jewish popu lation . Fund-r aising act iv1 ties took 

place but amounts collected were not revealed. Howe ver, ~ 

repor· t by the world chairman of the UIA, in d i cated that Brazilian 

Jewr y ~ s respc•nse 1A1as upsett ing, if not shameful . Jn a.ddi ti on, 

an unspt?c1 f i~ d numbi:.> r o f volun teers went to I sre<.el. 

The 8 raz11 l &n government maintained a pol icy of "equ1distance" 

r.::gard i ng th e 11 iddl.:- East crisis . Al though stl 11 under the 

genera l 1n flu~ n c~ of ~ b e Un •t erl st~tt:5 i n some matters rel~ted 

to fore i gn po l ic y , th e importance of Arab friendsh i p i n a wor ld 

based o n economic interests was beg inn ing to be not i ceab l e ·n 

certa in ' ' e l"y r1 flue nti a.l cir-cles. 
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t ho:' :-" ==i::r-;., · r, spit e c,f all th o? JOY it bro1J9rt t.o thi:-

. J e '"' , : ~, ; ·:· ~ ; 1 '? • ) ... , i:- r lf! • , i? r - 1•''3S e s>:e.bl i shed ara:J nd t h '? 9 lobe . Y es • 

1 t 1.11.;. s t ,_ ~ o-:- 9 1 -. r. 1 n :;i . E: _ ~ l: h .:- c e ,-. t r· .:., 1 ' t >' of 1 : r :;_ e 1 :.. n d 1 t s 

= c• 1 ~ t .Jn , r1 .:--.d an 

__.. 
' 

cc.me t.o be.:. ci:.r1 cr-: t = e . s tence who 1 it.le , gr •:.•" · dc:•, e le:p 1 spend mon e y , 

defend tnemsel v es and ~~tacv oth er s, and 2 s ~ resul~ create d in 

the r : ·~s~or"' brothers the need for, a r eact i on, a def inition . 

I n i94E' it vJas j oy for th e newborn brother . 8ut fo l lawi ng his. b ir t h 

the n ewborn needed to be cared fer an d to be assured of this 

care. 

Th ts pape r tri es to ;resent the react ion~ of two Diaspora 

Jew ish commu ni t i es vi s - : - vis crises which could ha~1e e n ded the 

I 
1 i f e of th e new cre ati o l' t hat is one of the person if"ications of 

the Jew i sh people . These reactions by Brazil ian and Australian 

•f 
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Jewr ) . T '", ;;, c•:•mmun . -. •·-•;s f i n ~ 11y br- ou ·~td to.;;ie-ther- and i ts c.n swer-

1~ :e r ms 0 £ ri ll~ !tte n d ence- t han on prior occas i on~ . Qn ~ m a ~ 

cone l u de- : h .:- n t h ~d t h F.- 8 r az 1 i · i .3n .Jev.ii s h c c1rnmu r1 1 t r 1 s ~ t 1 1 1 

: •r. j ~ n t: I t ~ , a n 

and hard · ~ ~u . l o. 

Two J.:- 11 : '"1 f :-- cnc: 1e r ~acieties 1,;Jh 1c h >:>merged u nd-:or ' "= ~ ."' d i f 

fer.:- n t c 1 :-cu1T•S: t ? r 10:: .;. :: ;.rH~ c•J l ':•- r ! l eri •• t r.orim-:-n b : h .:..1..1 e re.z ·:te>d q 1J1 te 

d1f$e r e nt "; r i 92rd : ~ 9 t ~ e ~~r~ o f moder n I srae l betweer 195 6 ~nd 
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