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Preface .

When 1 ooks -for dencminator thaton e
unifies the ■Jewish Diaspora of time beyond ideologicalour
rivalries of and religious nature, that element

and support for the state of Israe1 . However, t h i s
an d support have been punctuated by a long process,concern

not lacking i n virulent disputation among different factions

of European and American Jewry related to the Zionist ideal
of home1 and for the Jews,a

Fo a1mos t a decade slow but directedn ow, a
to r e e v a 1 u a t i n g r e 1 ati ons be tween Israe1the and the Diaspora
has been occurring starting with the controversial Operation
Peace for Intifadehthe Ga1 i1e e 1P82 and followed by thei n

towards S i nee i tthe t h a tend of the decade. a

growing polarization among Jews living i n the Diasporasevere ,
i n Israe1 — is taking place with unpredictable—as consequences,

i t i s re1 a t i ons be tweenthe nuances of theto examinenecessary
Israe1 last un c on tr ove r s i al m i 1 i taryto theand the Diaspora up
crisis between Arabs and Israelis. !Jncon trovers;al meaning that

the secur i ty of Israel was at stake and no otherthe state of
c hoi c e s inderstand theposs i ble. Tothe military option werethan

D i asp or a wouId enableand theprevious relations between Israel
communi t i esto better understand the reactions from Diasporaus

t h e s i sto present ato However,conf 1 ict.the present Arab-Israeli
Jewish Diaspora reactions would be beyond thethe entireon

twohave chosenIthesis.thisthe scope ofposs i b i1 i t i es of
Brazi1 andpart of the Diaspora:Jewish communities which are

increasing wave

seems clear

a common

a pol i t i cal
is concern

or an element



Austral ia. Why these two countries? The election of Brazil came
first : tak i ng into account the smal1 1 i terature available about

that community this study will to present for th e firstcome
t i me a short — then incomplete—but coherent description of Braz i 1 i an
Jewry since its beginning until the 1950s; second and most i mpor -
tan t , to attempt an! understanding of i ts Jew i sh identity as a
Jew i sh communi ty i n the Di asp or a an d i ts responses to the Arab-
Israe1 i conf 1 i c t . Having chosen for of this t he s is

Jewry it i n ter es t i ng to compare i t n o t w i t h
another South American Jewry but with another Jewish front!
s o c i e t y i n s erted : n a different non-Jew i sh c u 1 t u r a 1 e n vironment.
: h u s , t h a t t w o g e o g r a p h i c a 1so

different Jewries reacting to the i ssues.same

Some of the ques t ion s that To whatare
the Zionist Movement accepted before the creation of

the state and what relationof I sr ae1 exists, i f be tweenany,
the 1 e v e 1 origins of the Jewishof acceptance and the i mm i gr-at i on
to each the countries under consideration? What i s the re 1 at i onof
between that level the Zionistof acceptance—of i deal first and
of the later—of the Jewish community and the officialstate
P o 1 i c y r e f 1 e c t e d i n theof the c o u n t r y ? How w a s
Jew i sh to the Middle East confl ict? Docommun ities' response

i nstitu t i on,by a Jewish 1eade r,Israae1
the country in which Jews 1 i vecr i t i c i sm ofpress? Do we findor

findthe Middle East conflict? Do webecause of i ts stand on
ideologyof a Diasporathe formationany elements that indicate

the military crises? Whatresult ofi n r e 1 a t i on to Israel as a
react i ons? WhenJew i sh commun i ties'the forms assumed by theare

was more

one may see

this relation

considered are:

Sr az i 1 i an

Austral ia was chosen
an d c u 1 t u r a 1 1 y

we find criticism of

the purpose

extent was



we come what
the e1 emen ts that they share and that separatear e them regarding

to Arab-Israeli military crises?

of this thesis will be done through the f o 1 -
1ow i n g distribution of chapters: two chapters, each of which
w i 1 1 focus the origins of t h e c o u n t r y' s J e w r y , its difficulties,on

and de ve1 opmen t u n t i 1 the 1950s. From thenprogress, the t h e s i son
will be d i vide d i n three chapters each of which will focus on a

the three chapters corresponding to the
S i n a ; Campa i gn, the Six-Day War, and then Yom Kippur War. Every

w i t h a short introduction ofc world affairs
r e1 ate d t o the Middle East conf 1 i c t. Fol 1 ow i ng this. i n troduct i on,
e a c h J e w r y ' s be presented separately withr e act i on w i 1 1
f or each bibl iography concludeA final th i sone .
t h e s i s .

Final 1y, Primary sources of i n vest i gat-a word regarding sources.

the countries1 oc a 1 Jew i sh
under consideration. A small mater i al al so foundamount of i n
the Archives of I n theCincinnati .the HUC i n case

there was only though its Yiddish e-d i t i onava i 1ablenewspaperone
the Engl i sh, 1 argerincluded inmany times brought commments not

there was plenty of primary sources.edition. of Brazi1I n the c ase
lack of materialtheI had to overcome

i nrelated to Brazil! arr Jewry and to do that I put together , as
that community whichdifferent moments and aspects ofa puzzle,

of whichvariety of secondary source^ somescattered i nwere a
were not always accurate.

The presentation

mi 1 i tary confron tat i on,

of Australia.

newspapers and magazines of
Xi wee

ion were

conclusion and a

Regarding secondary sources

their reac t i on

a conclusion

•tb t
t o compar e bo th Au stra1 i ah and Brazil i an commun i ties,

chapter will begin



CHAPTER 1 .

THE JEWS OF AUSTRALIA. FROM 1788 TO THE 1 950s.



I

The Beginning. 1788-1850.

The history of modern Austral ia began in the seventeenth
century when the Dutch explorer W. Jantszoon discovered the Cape

i n 1606. The Dutch East India Company supported
a -few other voyages to the South Seas and i n 1642 the Dutch
nav i ga t or Abe 1 J. Tasman discovered New Zealand and Tasmani a,

which he named Can Diemen's Land. However, during the 1 a st two

decades of that century English navigators and buccaneers began

to explore Austral ia's coasts. One of those e x p 1 o r e r s w a s W .

Dampier who, af ter trips,

publ i shed to Austral i a,

he wrote abou t i n wh i ch the aborigines
1 Interest i n Austral i amanners. arose

again many decades later the
He had Joined the Royal Navy in 1755 and i n 1770 1andedscene .

at Botany Bay, today is Sydney.near what He
the east cost and claimed the land for King George I 11

2nami ng it New South Wales.
During the

crowded Jails by transporting prisoners to British colonies or
by sell i ng them to shipping companies who would then se 1 1 them
aga i n 1aborers. But once the Amer i cans

1776,revolted against British rule i n
to resolve the problem of
1 i v i ng In 177? Sir Joseph Banks recommended to thein Engl and.

that a colony be founded at Botany Bay for
Eight years later Arthurthe purpose of

York Peninsula

in America as plantation

landed three more

a new solution was sought

times on

British House of commons

the miserable conditions
In re 1 at i on

sending convicts there.3

an account of his experiences.

lived and their brutal

the large population of unwanted convicts

w hen Captain J am e s C ook c ame on

1770s England continued to face the problem of over

returning to England from one of his



Phillip was appointed Captain-General and Governor in Chief of

4New South Wales and the -first group of convicts was sent.
seven, hundred and fifty-one convicts

arrived at Sydney Cove, Port Jackson, Among the
convicts at least eight and perhaps as many as -fourteen Jews.were
The crimes commi 11 e d by
steal i n g a pair o-f shoes or Be tween

f i nal 1 y ceased , ou t o-f an estimated 145,000 c onv i c ts
7transp or ted to Austral i a, a t 1,000 were Jews.least Most of these

from London and second or third generation immigrantswere
to England whose Jewish population numbered 12,000 by 1 790 . Over
ninety percent of the Jewish convicts were males, which meant t h a t

little
possibility of maintaining "normal" J e wi s h community. In add i tiona
to the convicts and soldiers, to ar
rive i n those who went t o
Austral i a Isaacs wasi nvoluntar i1y. Esther the first Jewish free
settler in January 1816,to arrive

free settler was Barnett Levy who arrived i n

volun tar i 1y
By 1815, Br i tain'sthe negative

catalyst for the emigration of
the increasingof peopl

i ncrime wh i ch resultedrate ,

forto Austral i a . took twenty yearsI t
i nhabi-1820 there were 40,000bu t bythousand,popu1 at i on of ten

thei nt a n t s . summary givenF r om a
the Colony andtwenty Jews inI earn 1817 there werethat i n some

8
5

transpor tat i on

The first Jewish male

unless free female

1 0 December 1821.

i n January 1788.

Jewish settlers would arrive

impact of the Napoleonic Wars on

economy served as a

J e w s were

e. Further exacerbating this situation was

the colony were mainly relatives of

there was

By 1830 an estimated fifty-two Jews had came
1 1to Austral i a .

var ious groups

these convicts were mostly petty,
, 61 ace .

the free settlers who. began

9 following her convicted husband.

1845 York Synagogue report, we

the Colony to accumulate a

The First Fleet, with

the mass transportation of prisoners

such as
1788 and 1852, when
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that they -Founded the
i n ternment of I n 1 828, Philip Cohen arrived -From London
with authority -From the British Chief Rabbi
I n the 1820s -Free settlers started to make their way from England

in greater numbers than before. Be tween 1820 and 1830
about 8,000 immigrants arrived at New South Wales, i nc1ud i ng th i r ty-
s i x Jewish adults and twenty-five children. They are.regarded as
the beg i nn i ng of the Jewish c ommu n i t y in Aus t r a1 i a. By the end of
1 830 , to Austral i a :
J. Mon t e f i or e, D. Ribeiro Furtado, H. Samuel and Mrs. M.
H ow ever, or gan i z e d Jew i sh commoni ty was not officially establ i sh-an
e d until 1832, and wi th Jew i sh c or ne r ofi t the general cemetera

1 5became i ts responskbi 1 i ty. I n 1 837, the adu1t Jew i sh popu1 at i on
of Sydney, capital of New South Wales, be twe e nnumbered three to
four hundred peopl During that year a place of worshi p, Beth-

T e p h i la, established at Bridge Street; this i s usual 1y cons i-was

17dered the first i n Austral i a. Because of the i ncreas i ngsynagogue
number of Jews, and i n 1 845,
the York Street Synagogue—wh i ch served Sydney's Jews until 1877—

18was consecrated. to
the Synagogue's appeal for construction funds i s

the openmindedness of the' society residing in Sydneyof
at that government census of 1 841 indicates thatofficialt i me . The

of 856 Jews lived in Eastern Australia, of whom 462 1 iveda total
the me tropol i s. By 1846 there werein Sydney and rest outsidethe

I nthey numbered 1334.1086 Jews, 1851i nand
the first Jewish school was opened, givingrival of Moses Rin tel,

d i v i ded i nchildren who wereof forty-fivei nstrue t ion to a tot a1
girls, and those paying for private lessons.three boys,groups:

Austral i a

to perform marriages.”

e.16

Phillip.14

the dead.1

indication

a significant
That over a hundred Christians contributed

a society and raised a subscription for

the ar-

a smalI number of weal thy Jewish families came

a more suitable synagogue was needed,

1845, with
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Because of the geographical position, ■Far away from other centers,
and probably because of the lack o-F almost any -Form o-F anti-Jewish

express i on, the Austral ian Jewish communi ty prior to the 1850s
rema i ned isolation along
with the
f emal es eight to times—produced a high rate o-F ass i m i1 at i on
by i n t ermar r i age.

Almost al 1 Jews 1 i v i ng in Australia during
five decades o-F that they looked
to England -For rel igious leadership and soon placed themselves

19under the Er i t i sh Ch i ef Rabbi . Aga in, due to

the enormous distances, the actual influence of the Chief Rabbi
and the controlling power i n the hands ofwas was

1aymen . Because of the smal1 the communi ty, the synagogu e
under took the different aspects of. Jewish 1 i f e
such dietary laws,as e du c a t i on, i n 1 833
the Hebrew Philanthropic Society was formed, becoming the first
of many charitable i nthat were to appear the Jewishi nst i tu t i ons

1840s, continued to arrive fromI n free settlersthe as
the Colony,i nEngl and, result of new

Jewish congregations
thein Melbourne and Adelaidein Tasmania, and

F r omstates of v i c tor i a
the census of t h a tlearn1841 we

1846 andto 117 i nnumberincreasing their1 i v i n g i n Vi c tor i a,
i n v o 1 u e d i nthem were1851. Most ofto about two hundred in

than

cap i tais to be of
21 and Southern Australia respective1y.

clothing and drapery trades, owning more clothing shops

char i t y and funerals.
20

re 1 at i ve1y minor

inner migrationand as a

isolated from mainstream Judaism. This

the Colony were Engl ish, which meant
the first four or

one at

were established in Hobart and Lauceston

super vi s i on over

the jurisdiction of

size of

there were fifty-seven Jews

imbalance of sexes—Jewish males outnumbered Jewish

Australian scene.



their During the 1840s, the Jewish

congregat i on of Melbourne was organized. In relation to
Western Austral ia, the first Jewish settlers there thewere
Samson brothers who arrived in 1829, only two months after the

Due to geograph i c

mic problems i n those days, few Jews chose to settle in Western
Austral i a. An organized Jewish community did not developed there
until c 1 ose to the end of

1 830
and 1850 imposed their organizational structure on the 1 ocal con-
gregat i onal that started to flourish in Austral i a. Executive1 i f e

by a select group of wealthy and i n f 1 u e n t i a 1
f am i 1 i e s . and Medding stated, this divisionAs- El az ar
of the soc i e ty,still rather
which was divided between ar i s toe rats an d the

their descendants. The general patterns set up by
those immigrants from England did not changeearly free Jewish

arriving from Eastern Europe, altereduntil 1 arge number of Jews,
the profile into theof Austral ian Jewry we 11

colonial Australia concerningA1mos t
physical attacks against Jews. The on 1y- incident recorded took

the children of Michaelthe gravestones ofplace
Ph i 1 1 ips and Uaiben Solomon

f i rm oppos i t i oncemetery. The reaction
said thatand disaproval. The Gazette,

infamous andthe mostof" one
.,25 anti-Jewish prejudice did exist,However,d i sgraced this Colony.

articleBentzs News of July 20, 1839 i n anbe i nseen

the sons of Engl i sh
,.24

2 3 Colony was founded there. isolation and econo-

as can

inhuman outrages that has ever

the nineteenth century.

twent i e t h century.

"was a sign

convicts or

no reports can be found in

were destroyed in Sydney's Jewish

in an article on July 2,

aristocratic nature of Australian

pos i t i ons were held

by the newspapers was one of

i t was

in 1832, when

The Jewish free settlers who arrived from England between

non-Jewi sh ne i ghbors.^2



c.

stating that "certain members of

body, and reputableas
commoni ty. . . We may say that anti-Jewish expressions sometimes
appeared in
bu t i t is al so true that 1 i beral non-Jews often criticized those
i nsu1 ts aga i nst Jews.

1850-1880.

I n 1 850 , the i n
the first : n

gold was discovered. During the next decade,
Australia's population

epicenter of the dis-

Precipitated by the gold rush, the first mass i ve

three decades, to
settle

percent came from Eastern Europe, mainly Poland.

By 1851, the
0.47 percent of

had almost 5,000 Jews.
with few excep-coun try areas

t i ons, they did not become prospectors

became
characterized by a strengthening ofdecades that followed were

to twen ty five

imm i grat i on

re spec table
..26

New South Wales

New Sou th Wal es
Rigoletto" was heard for

three out of four non-British Jews who chose

the total population. Ten years later, Victoria and

with half of

of non-British Europeans occurred. During the next

the population settling in the
covery, Victoria.

the legal profession, for reasons

first edition of The New York times appeared;

in writing and in the form of cartoonsthe press, both

Jewish population of Australia totaled 1887, or

a class as any other of the

grew from 400,000 to

2 7 the providers of services for the prospectors.

Ven ice, Verd i zs

over 1 ,0 0 0,000 p e op 1e

best knoWn to themselves, are much given to abuse the members of

because of the gold rush, although,

the Jewish persuasion, which is most unfair, for they are as a

in the gold fields; they
The three

Many Jews also settled in

in Australia, came from Germany, while the remaining twenty

time, and
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Jew i sh 1 i f e
although not unusual, pattern of schism:
formed, separating from Sydney's York Synagogue.

in June, 1 85?, theas
. The separation eventually ended, however

when 1878 wh i c hoccurred i n led to the forming of the Greata merger

Synagogue El izabeth Street. This synagogue, wh i ch.accommodatedon
only synagogueover a

1913, an d the center of Jewish 1 i f e u n t i 1 the 1930s. In Melbourne,
i n 1 835 , the first Jewish day school was establ ished by the Me 1-
bour ne Hebr ew Congr ega t i on, and two years 1 a ten

th a t 1 e d new congr egat i on. I n the next few
congregations were established, usually gathering Jewsyears, n ew

according to their or i g i n : the East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
(1859) for Pol ish Jews and the St. Ki Ida Hebrew Congregation (1871)
for German

Af ter the first permanent Jewishfew unsuccessful attempts,a
was establ i shed in Melbourne i n 1 879,the Jewish Herald,newspaper ,

30guided by principles of Orthodox Judaism.
theThe period subsequent to the gold rush of of

Although new congregationsincreasing economic growth for the Jews.
of religious observance1 e v e 1were established, the

group within Australianto become
lement that resulted in i n ter-numerous

marr i ages.

thatinfancy ati n astillAustral i an
tried toJews of Br i t i sh or i g i nEmp ire.the Britishprogeny of

Reflecting thisfrom non-British Jews.maintain di stancesome

in Sydney until
28

aristocratic congregation

Jews.29 •'

soc i e ty,

The new con-

a non-di st i nc t i ve

and i t was regarded

society was an

ajs c h i sm o c c u r r e d

a new congregation was

1850s was one

gregation was established

was 1ow and

the pressure

time, was

important e

thousand worshipers, was the

in Sydney and Melbourne accompanied by the bitter,

to the formation of a
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at t i tude

The tension between "foreign Jews" and Anglo-Jews remained unchanged
u n t i 1 the 1720s. An alteration of Australia's White British policy

during and after World War

Al though the tragic events which befell to Jews during the Nazi
reg i me 1essened the rather contemptuous behavior

it did not
super i or i ty nor even suspicious

i n thegroup,

1880-1720.

By 1881, I n

succeeded by Alexander III who promulgated anti-Jewish measures.

with

III , i s

be 1 i eved to be
third would convertwouId emigrate, one

be g i nn in g of a mass i v e1881 marked the

migration of Jews from Eastern Europe.
Engl and,to the United States,wh i 1 e the major i t y we nt

The established British-born JewsAfrica, and argen t i na.
of British descent of Australia were

European Jews and particularly wanted to avoid the embar

rassment of being associated with
Eastern

their fear of becoming a distinctive,
32

One of his goals

the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
asked London to allow only British born Jews to settle 31i n Austral i a .

the same
the Jewish population of Australia had reached 7,000.

eyes of non-Jews.

erase completely their feeling of

II brought those tensions to an end.

or Jews

to Christianity. The year

the Russian Orthodox Church during the reign of Alexander

to an extreme

was the destruction of Russia's Jewry,

year, Tsar Alexander II of Russsia was assassinated and

Eri t i sh origin,

i n 1855,

Jews. The

of the Jews of

Canada, South

rather ambivalent towards the

A few went to Australia,

that policy Fobiedonosztev , procurator of the Holy Synod of

third would die, and one
the one who suggested that one third of the Jews

those "shtetl looking"

and in line
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newcomers criticized the unfriendliness of the 1ocal Jews wh i 1e the
1 ocal Jews criticized the exceedingly emotional behavior of the

any doubts .that they were being rejected by
their brethren, the Eastern European Jews established their own
i nsti tut i ons.

In general, prosperous economically and some
became active!1y c
organizations continued to However , the pattern originally
observed from 1850 to 1880 was more evident:
practice and education, with high rates of

to 1920 was composed of sixty
percent f rom Eastern Europe and thirty percent from Germany, al most
the comp 1e te of the population arriving from 1 850 toreverse
I n 1921 , the Jewish population of Austral ia was 21 ,000 ,over- rep

resenting 0.40 percent of the total population. The. imbalance of

sexes that one ofwas

1921 , than 10,000 females.11,000 males and morethan
However , indicated that mixed marriagesreports of that same year

1 imbed to thirty percent- for Jewish men and half of that numberc

This situation was further exacerbated by the
re 1 i g i ous who discouraged conversion to Judaism.1eade'rs,

increasing particularly
theas a result of both

The nationalistic,by the end of e v e n
innot uncommonof Australian policy wererac i st man i festat i ons

In Australia,turn of the century.European countries at thesome
d i s t i n c -increasing attempt to minimize

ast i veness. More Jews saw

■

An t i sem i t i c

nat i onal i sm

the causes of mixed marriages improved by
35

341880 .

involved in politics. Welfare and phi1 anthropi
33 grow.

the depression of
36 the c e n t u r y.

a r e 1 i g i on

feel ings in Austral ia were

the Jewish reaction was an

wi th more

their heritage only

Jews became more

for Jewish women.

British Jewish immigration from 1880

1930s and the surge of

low levels of religious

neweome r s. Wi t h ou t

than ever,

intermarriage. The non-
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and national
sensi t i v i ty, the Jewish establishment saw the time as most inop
portune -for Austral i an Jewry to embrace
negati ve at t i tude towards Zionism did not reflect i deol og i calan

opposi ti on to Zionism per bu tse
37endangering their own pos i t i on The

endeavor by Austral i an Jews to present themselves as .more Australian
t h an non-Jewish Austral ians i s comparable to the attempt by non-
Br i t ish Austral i ans to present than the
Br i t ish . Cm the other hand, this was a period when i nd i v i dual Jews
ac h i e v e d p r om i n e n c e in political
most emi nen t two examples of
I saac Isaacs and Sir John Monash. Isaacs, the son of Pol ish-born
i mm i gr an t s , became Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia

and later the first native-born Governor General.
parents were V i e n n e se
Comman de r the Australian Forces i n Wor1d Wari n Chief of I . Both

in Jewish affairs, and wh i1e Isaacs wasi nv1oved
strongly opposed to Zionism, Monash became the first president
of the Zionist Federation of Australia.

the Commonweal th ofAl though the of f i c i al i naugurat i on of
the question of national1901",

of Austral i a ati den t i ty was still The situationnot resolved.
and perhaps thisisolationthe beginning of of

to copy everythingcircumstance sustained the Commonwealth effort
ted the pattern and model presented by England. Eventual -

i sol at i on. Duringthat ended Australia'si t was Wor1d War I
on Newforces occupied the German coloniesthat war Austral ian

different battleGuinea and fought together with

■

Austral i a

i t'rather reflected their fear of 
i

in nationalistic Australia.

that reflec

themselves as more British

1 eaders were

the century was one

the British on

Monash, whose
immigrants of Polish descent, was the

the Zionist ideology. Their

without any nationalistic claims. With the current racial

took place on January 1,

and other public activities. The

this kind of achievement were Sir



f ron ts . The same place that was conquered by the Turks i n 1354,
Gal 1 i pol i , the site of Anglo-French landings i n 1915, andwas
i n that campaign and almostsome
2 0 , 0 0 0 w ere w o u n d e d.

I of the Zionist
Movement a t the beg i nn i ng of the twentieth century in Austra 1 i a.
Zi on i sm made its first appearance on Australian so i 1 the enda t
of th e n i n e t e e n t h cent u ry w hen Rabbi Freedman estab1 i shed a
soc i e ty that was joined by a few Eastern European Jews 1 i u i n g i n
the smal 1 c ommuni t y of Perth, in Western Austral ia. Howev e r,
s i nee Z i on i =m g i v e n the political
real i ty of the time, i t wasn' t until the Eas tern

Jews 1oss of of the • Bri t i sh Jewsand the gradual power
a few decades the face of Australi an Jewry would change.later that
It was due newcomers from Eastern Europe t h a t the Austral i ant o the
Z i on i st i n 1920 with MonashFederat i on i n t o • e x i s t e n c e ascame
pres i dent . Dec 1 arat i on i nto the Bal fourDu e no
longer rejected by those who, that moment,until

u top i an thedr e am. Aga i n, wh enan
1920 and later-confirmed byi napproved at the San Remo conference

the League 1922,of Nations i n ac-

p o 1 i t i c a 1for Australian Jews. Clearly 5

Jewry's approach to Zionism thanof i n Austral i aninfluencean
Therefore,ideologies for a Jewish homeland.stron g sympa t he ti

that when British and Jewishit does not surpr i seacome as
the old problem ofafter 1929,c1 ashedPa 1e s t i n ei n

Jews .nati onal c on f1 i c t i ng interests

1/

i n t e rests

Eu r op e an

reappeared for Austral ian

cep tab 1e

1917, Z i on i sm was

influx of more

saw Zionism as

was viewed as a hazarous risk,

supporting Zionism became more
factors were more

British Mandate for Palestine was

have mentioned briefly the negative impact

7600 Austral i ans were killed
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1920-1933.

In general the 1926s was a period of decline and growth at
t i me for the Jews of Australia. Un like the United Statessame

Jews did not assimilate structurally, the absence of an t i sem i t i sm
ass i m i1 at i on.38i n Austral i a a main factor of structural Thewas

1 ack of rel igious and educational otherpr op e r

e1 emen t s t h a t contributed to assimilation. The pattern of " non-
distinct)' veness" that was apparent during the nineteenth century
cont i nued i n the twen t i e th c e n t u r y u n t i 1 Hitler to power i n 1 933,came
fore i ng J e w s t o e v a 1 u a t e their identity during the 194Gs. Gn the

other hand, Eastern European Jews with a strong traditional back
ground began to arrive i n r e1 a t i v e1y import an t
n umber s. After W or1d Wa r I , and particu1 ar 1y after the an t i semi i t i c
restr i c t ions of the 192Cs in Pol and, i nc r eas i ng numbe r of Jewsan
sought to leave Europe and of these, their I

the United Sates closedHowever , af ter i ts doors to
Southern and Eastern European immigrants in 19'24 and, after Josef
Pilsudski staged his coup i n Pol and i n 1 926, Australia ap-d'etat
peered on the horizon as
the number of Jews who entered Austral ia during those S.years;

■

Ru 11 an d to two thousand Jews1926 and 1928, "...upthat betweensays
"Australian Jewry grewP, Me dd i ng says thatentered Austral i a,

,.40 Theand 1933.by some 1921two thousand persons between new-
Jew i sh cu1 turali ncreating anlife,influenced Jewishcomers upsurge

i n s t i t u t i on sof newthe formationactivities by becoming involved i n
ex tens i ontheatres,interests: Yiddishthat reflected their d i verse
c omposi t i onTheiretc .synagogue membership, sports organizations,of

I

de st i nat i on.

the
U w.e r e

..39

fac i1 i ties were

a promising star. Authors differ about

on Austral ian shores

a few chose Australia as
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reflected Orthodox, Soc i al i st, a.nd Communist
i deol og i es. I n 1923 the Counc i1 of Jewish Women was created. I n 1925,
The Austral ian Jewish Chronicle created in byover

of Zionista group i n
1931 because of Other Jewish newspapers began

conservati ve posi t i on
and was openly anti-Zionist, reflecting the

explains it, "to oppose
Br i t ish ac t i on s, a
Jewish state was still regarded by the Jewish establishment as d i s-

,.421 oya 1 to Br i tain and, therefore, highly unpatriotic for Australians.
Duri ng the 1920s, Australian Jewry was visited for t i me

emissary representing the World Zionist Organization. Bu t i n

spite of the force of Zionismpositive developments, i nsome

was
supported the movement, t h a t t i me .
Other the sparsity of antisemitism which still led toreasons were
assi m i 1 a t i on , the establ i shmen t to avoid any signand the concern of

as conf 1 i ct i ng
with interests. The Eastern European mig-

not so importantrati on of the 1920s was
that non-distinctiveness practicedit wou1d change the pattern of

i m-

posed by the Australian
43 and the Jewish establishment was not at allBritish i mm igrants,

opposed to those 1 i m i tat i ons.
Zionist and anti-Zionist Jews of Australiamore for the

imposed by Britain withof the restrictive policies

Austral i a

numer i c a1 1y spe ak i ng,

that might be interpreted by the general population

by an

as a result

leaders but was forced to ceased publ ication 
41 the Depress i on,

was The Hebrew Standard, wh i ch maintained a
the oldest existing journal

Government concerning the number of non-

were far from being a majority at

there were restrictions

1922, was take

arose once

by the established community. Moreover,

Br i t i sh c i t i znesh i p and

A situation of conflict

publ ication during those years; however,

Bundi s t, Poa1e i-Z i on,

lished British Jewish community. As Medding
to criticize British policies, and to advocate

limited because the Eastern Europe Jews, who in general

opinions of the estab-

the "White



Paper" of the

the true -feel i ngs of Austral i an Jewry.

1933-1948.

result o-F Hitler's ascent to power i n 1933, worId hist or y
although -For different reasons than

Eur op e a n d except i on.
Un t i 1 the 1 9 3 Os A u s t r a 1 i a w a s n o t an antisemitic country, n o t

through i ts off i c i al i n the feelings of i ts general
popu1 at i on. it was knowingly d i scriminatory against non —
British subjects who sought to settle there. Although the
not characterized by

the first time organized groups
of right-wing elements that supported fascist ideologies and t h a t

Austral ia was just one

Canada, and South Africa where antisemitism developed.En g1 and,
sympathetic to the problem ofauthorities were

Jewish refugees, the usual
during the crucial those policies did change, i tand when
was already too late for
Europe. Because of their

to the GermanAustral ia avoided forwarding any complainscau t i on,
of non-interfereneeprinc i p1eauthor! ties, maintaining the

affairs. The general press of Australia openly protestedcoun tr i es'

regime and theimposed by the Nazithe anti-Jewish legislation

years,

pel i c i es nor

1930s was

As a

was changed and Australia,

and fore i gn pel i c i es', we do f i nd for

the United States, was no

tended to be antisemitic.

in other

immigration policies were not changed

1930. A protest was held by
anti—Zionists publ icly criticized the protest as not representing

the Zionists and then

an an t i sem i t i c turn

In this respect,

However ,

Although Australian

the vast majority who tried to escape from

more country among the Anglo-Saxon countries 1 ike the United States,

in Australia's internal

acute sense of the necessity for political
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maj or i ty of the Australian people agreed with those protests. Neuer-
the 1 ess, when i t personal level of accept ing Jew i shc ame
refugees in their 1 and, quite differently,seen
by some Jews and non-Jews al ike. In add i t i on to the anti sem i t i c
prop aganda of r i gh t-wi ng gr oup s, there was a
competition and unemployment produced by the Depression which strong-

The a 11 i t u d e of the Jews 1 i v i ng i n Australia did not reflect a
uni ted fron t. The non-British Jews al though still a mi nority group!
w i t h i n Austral i an Jewry, tended to be much more
brethren of British or i g i n . c on f1 i c t s be twe enThus, non-Bri t i sh Jews
and the board of the Great Synagogue

i t to be harm
ful t o It sought to keep i n

part because of the delicate economic situation. By 1934, however,
a

city, and presented the Minister of the
to Australia. Although sympathetic con-German Jewish i mm i grat i on

i mm i grati onal i en
Due the economic situation,improvement in

the Nuremberg Laws wereafter1936,instituted in
the Evian Con-1 938, a tTwo years later,

•Terence called by President Franklin D.
the Minister of Trade and Customs,Wh i te , an -represen tat i ve T. W.5

its quota fornounced that his country would not further i ncrease
thein Novemberrefugees.

to reviewGovernment of Prime Minister Llyons decided
15,000 refugeesOn December 1 ,

three years wasa peri od ofover

ou tsp ok e n t han t h e i r

Austral i an

ly affectpd Austral ia.

the situation was

a quota of
. 45 an n ou need.

to the more

sideration was promised,
t o an

position was

united de 1e ga t i on f i na11y visited Canbe r ra, Au str al i a's c api tal

44 promu1 gated.

Th is signified an

Interior a memorandum on

a 1ow prof: 1 e ,

a more flexible

in July of

very tangible fear of

1938, when

the Jewish community.

Roosevelt, Australia's

1aws we re not relaxed.

i mm igration policies.

of Sydney were not unusual. The

Synagogue's board tried to avoid publicity considering

A new turn occurred again
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i ncrease of almost 1,800the previous

quota per annum. As an outcome of the new policy,

arrived in Australia i n 1 939, representing more than twenty percent
of the total i mm i gration to Austral i a f or that year and -forty per
cent of the non-British immigrants, Despite the grave situation
of European Jews, most Australian Jews favored a controlled i m-
mi grat i on r a t h e r than the
We 1 fare Soc i e t y,
ted t o the persecuted German Jews at the moment of their arrival i n
Austral i a. The f o1 1ow i n g lines represent the best examples
of fearfu1 unwilling to be recognized as a distinctivemi nor i ty,a
group by the general soc i e ty:

the streets and i ni n the"Above all, do not speak German
Do not make yourself cons-voices.trams. Modulate your

of persons al 1picuous anywhere by walking with a group

fore i gn 1anguage.. .
o1d-es t ab1 i shed Jew i shthe welfare of theRemember t h a t

Austral i a as we 11commoni ty in
behavior.your personalon

..46personally have a grave responsabi1 ity.i nd i v i duals. You

Ne e d1e ss established community also expected the refugeesto say, the
to adjust to Australian ways of life,i mmedi ate 1y manners and
customs.

The outbreak of World War II in September 1939, stopped the

refugee immigration. The changes p r o-
increasing the numbers of refugees t o beflexible 1 aws

too late for millions of Jews.saved from Nazi persecution, came

as of every migrant depends

Jews collectively are judged as

duced more

of whom are

always backed by The Hebrew Standard, were presen-

loudly speaking in a

two hundred percent over

one of

in Austral ia's pol icy, which

an open

over 5,000 Jews

influx. The recommendations of



As of the events that occurred during the decade of
1930 and of World War II , Austral i an society entered into

and so did the Jewish commun i ty. For the latter, the unexpec-e r a,
ted impact of thousands of non-Eritish Jews who arrived after World

47War I I an d the experience of an t i sem i t i sm in Australia thewere
main factors.

On December 17, it became public and official1 942, that the
exterminating European Jewry. A simultaneous declara-

t i on w a s a n n o u n c e d i n Wash i ngton, and Moscow. The revelation
that about three million Jews had been killed produced a shocking

Jewry and led to the "eros i on of the
..48tradi t i onal inhibited attitudes of the leadership. More openly

than before, most of the Jewish community asked for theever
abrogati on of the McDonald White Paper of 1939 and for unlimited,
free immigration to Palestine,

There important elements which a i d in explaining thetwoar e
situat i on of Australian Jewry at that t i me . First, open cr i t i c i sm
of the policies of the British Mandate f or

Emp ire. Se c on d , Z i on i smsign of disloyalty towards themany, a
ideology for which Jewsthe firstwas presented for

and be counted." During the lastin Australia should
Isaacs andbe tween I saacnotorious debate arosequarter of 1943 a

concerning Zionism. Isaacs wasJul i us Stone, both of
of Australia and,of asone

its first native-born Governor General. Stonementioned before
from New Zealand i n 1 942

Law and Jur i s-ted Professor of International
thatThe written debate t ockUniversity of Sydney.prudence at the

after being appo in

the most distinguished personalities

them Jewish,

"Stand-up

impact upon Austral ian

t i me as an

for Palestine was,

London,

a new

G e r ma n s w ere

was a

a resu1 t

highly recognized scholar who came
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place be twee n them symbolizes the final defeat of the old Jewish
e s t ab1 i shment . Isaacs'' arguments were repudiated by the majority

49of the commun i ty and the defense of Zionism made by Stone,
the of it made by Zionist organizations, broughtuse

abou t sympathetic attitude by the Australian Government to
the Jewish c 1 a i m of a homeland i n That pos i t i ve at-
ten t i on to fru i t i on when, i n 1947, Dr . Herbert V. Evatt,c ame
Australia's representative a t the UN, voted for the term i nat i on
of the Mandate an d i n the par t i t i on Palestine.of F r om
being a tr i nge and usually rejected movement i n the 1920s, Z i on i sm
final1y became important element for Australian Jewry only i nan
the then
pol icies becoming widely known i n 1942 and of the s t r o n g J e wi s h
background of the pre-War European refugees. A. i s t h a t

Jewish commun i ty wi th the exceptionof the of
"appeared to support the Zionist Movement who]ehearted-

R a b b i D a n g 1 o w o fThe I . Isaacs, thethree
Gr ea t Syn agogue, M i c h ae 1 i s ,and Sir A. member
of the Victori an state Pari iament from 1932 to 1952 and Speaker
from 1950 that by thatAl though i t true time, an t i -i s
Z i on i sm community was not the rulethe Jewishw i thin anymore , n e v e r -

theless Crown's assertion somewhat unreal i st i c. W. D . Ruben-seems
that anti-Zionist feeling was strongstein's research suggests

as Junelateofthe publicationenough to result i n a newspaper as-
involved was larger than three peopleThe of p e op 1e1 i st

were prominent, wealthy Jews.of them,and most of if not allthem,
1 astthey represented theis thatThe important point, however,

to dictateBritish oriented Jewish groupattempt by a distinctive

it finally succumbed toJudaism beforethe pol icies of Australian

1y. 1,51

Pal est i ne .50

1947.53

52 to 1952.

three peop1e

b y 1 9 4 6 t h e w hole

a more

only as a result of Hitler's exterminatory

Crown's view

who was a conservati ve

1940s and even

favor or

toge th er with

people were Sir



the over/whe 1 mi ng majority of Eastern European Jews who arrived i n
the tens of thou sand after Wor1d War I I ,

p r e-Wa r and post -W a r arrivals of refugees and
i n tern at i onal meetings to solve their urgent requests, the Aus
tral i an Jew i sh community was not i so1 a t ed anymor e. At the time,same
Austral i an society was changing profoundly.
Austral i a to an increasing pol i cy of mu 1t i cu1tural i sm thatgave way

the current official d i r e c t i on . One of the ma i n reasons
because of which the gove rnment was induced to reevaluate i ts
selective pol i c i es i n immigrants was the bombing ofrelation to
Darwi n i n the Northern Territory by Japanese forces and the danger
of i n vasi on be tween 1 941 and 1943. The major pol i t i cal par ties
agreed that a pri or i ty. Thus, i n thea
twenty years that followed the end of World War I I two m i11 i on i m-

Moreover, Australia foilow e d,
al though wi th de 1 ay, t o othensome
c o 1 on i e s : from the Empire and a serchtowards 1 ideration
for i ts own i d e n t i t y .

On May 15, David Ben-Gurion declared Israel i ndependen t1948, an

state . of Bri t i shAustralia's recognition

55came only on January 29, 1949.recogn i t i onand officialpressure
Al though Dr. to Israel even before its creat i on,Ev a 11 was symp a t h e t i c

■ the status of Jerusalem remained
international-that Jerusalem had to beas expressed by Dr. Eva 11, was

pol i t i c a 1Internal1 947.of Novemberized as stated UN decisionthei n
into account sincetakeninterests within Australia probably were

in Austral ia and the Cathol ic vote1 949 e1ec t i onsofwas ye ara
the Catholic Church foil owedwou 1 d be dec i s i ve . to say,Needless

m i g r a n t s p o u r e d

a move

Austral i a •' s p os i t i on ,

larger population was now

a problem.

54 into Austral i a .

was delayed as the result

As a result of

The el i tism of pre—War

a pattern that was not uncommon
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and then political

ly, against a Jewish state, and strongly opposed to Jew i sh
con trol the holy places of Christianity i n theover 1 and of
Israe1 . I n 1 949, elections the L i berals
and Si r Robert Menzies became Prime Minister. Jewish control

Jerusalem was not recognized.over

During the early 1950 s a process of democratization took place
w i t h i n the Jewish communities of Australia through constitutional
changes implemented i n the Boards of Deputies of the var i ous

Austral;an states, were there In ad-presence.

d i t i on important development within i tsanj

long term the day schoolc on se q u en c e s was
system: i t in Melbourne as
opposed to Sydney where i t was hard for to be massively ac-i t
cepted. The rivalry between the

to continue their disputes, this time regarding the
funds to be building and maintenance ofal 1 oca ted for the the
schools. The funds, as

56wi th mostly directed to Melbourne?the C1 a ims Con f e rence, were
the Orthodox and Liberalbothreligious point

branches of Judaism grew and so did the confl icts between them.
the finalHowe ver, this growth wasconsequence ofpal pabl e

theestablished congregations suchdecay of the well asofpower
Ki Ida Hebrew CongregationSydney and the St.i n

further strengthened within Melbourne.

of new Jewish i mm i grants,
Engl i sh deseen t.

1950s by theFinal 1y, the situation generated in

Great Synagogue

a more

in Australia were won by

From a

was visible Jewish

find room

This fact was

a result of an agreement

the Vatican position which was theologically,

which were given

the vast majority of whom were not of

the ear 1y

the c ommuni t y f or

two major Australian cities Jewry's

received a fairly positive response
the implementation of

of view,

the arr i val
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immigrants in Austral ia should be a graveas
conf 1 i c t within the Melbourne Jewish leadership. The Jewish com-

certainly bewildered when John
Storey, Ch a irman of the Imm i grat i on Planning Counc i1 stated that
ex-members o-f the Nazi Party should not necessarily be exc1uded
i n the Germany. The plans o-f the
of t h e i n -fact started -following the

end o-f Wor1d War I I then opposed by the Jewish com-
i n 1949 the ECAJ launched a campaign opposing German

mi gra ti on to Austral i a, this representing the -first time Austral i an
Jewry publ icly opposed official pol icies of i ts govern mien t . I n

rallies were held by the Jewishseveral communi ties
of Melbourne, and Perth against the migration to Austral i aSydn e y,

i ndoc t r i rated w i t h i de o1og-be Naz i
the Austral i an pol i tic a1

p ar ties, as we 1 1 as
of the J ew i sh c ommuni t y,The arguments
government. An agreement

1 ?52, an d
Germans arrived to Austral ia.total of 50,000

influence theWh i 1 e
regarding German immigration,

presei dent of the ECAJexploded in Melbourne
to Combat Fascism and Anti-Jewish Counciland the UJBD, and the

p os i ti onwi th harm i ng thethe Counc i1Semi t i sm: Ash kan asy•c har ge d
1 inks and i de 1og i es.of the Jewish community due

Relations Committee whichHe proposed the creation of

the Jewi sh Counc i 1 .ofwould exclude' represen tat i ves

=3

J

the Jewish leadership was tryi.ng to 
government's de-^id^ion

the general population and the media favored
.. 57the government's p r ogr am.

muni ty was

with West Germany was signed in

a. new Publ i c

the foilow i n g ye ar s a

on of German

and were since

although understood, were rejected by the

a few exceptions, members of
of Germans who might have still

a severe conf 1 i c t

selection of immigrants from

Australian government's policies regarding the absorti 

. . e J , , mention, as well

1950 and 1951

i a s. With

Austral ian government had

be tween M. Ash k an asy,

in October of 1950 Sir

mun i ty. Thus,

Foilowi ng the

to its Commun i st



defeat
and the 'J JED. 1950. The next
Jew i sh Coun c i 1

i n a resolu t ion to pr o test
against persecution of Jews in Hungary, though aproved, was op
posed by the two Council representatives. Agai n, i n 1952, t h e
Courei1 defended Soviet policies, denied t enden c i es of an t i seni st;sm
i n them and c ar r i e d du r i n g t h e
1950s. As back support for his plans and

Committee which excluded the Jewish Councila n e w was formed. F u r t her-
i n 1952, the Counc i 1 was disaffiliated from the VJBD.mor e , I n

Per th the Jewish Council suspended i ts ac t i v i t i es i n 1 954, i nan d
Sydn e y, where i de o1og i c a 1 important as i n
Me 1 bourne, it gradually vanished. I t is plausi b1e that the rift
w i t h i n the Melbourne Jewish community and the time' and ef f or ts
spend i n it by Ashkanasy might have help to undermine any chances
of cess regarding the campaign to oppose German immigration to
Austral i a. the rift must have harmed the stabilityI n add i t i on,

and structure of the Jewish community,

intentionalby the 1950s ended a long era of non-d i st i nc t i v-case ,

i nness urged since
Austral i a.

a commun ity wh i ch,

two years saw how

in the Prague Trials which were

1 951 ,against Communist countries. Thus,
representatives to the VJBD opposed any criticism

in any

ba 111e s we r e not as

the early days of British-Jewish presence

a result, Ashkanasy won

It was the year
of his motion Ashkanasy resigned as president of the ECAJ
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CHAPTER 2.

FROM 1500 TO THE 1950s.THE JEWS OF BRAZIL.
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1500-1624. The Beginning,

During the XIV and XV centuries, the know!edge of a number of sc i ences
(medicine, if not forb i dden,for examp 1e) at least hindered forwas,

European Jews. As a result, Jews who were interested in expanding their

hor i sons, looked for studies with

cosmography, fundamen tai for mastering the art of sailing. Th i s resul
ted i n

i n their maritime adventures.powers
When the Portuguese admiral arrived i n

1500 at a t
3origin, Gas par d a Gama, he

had been abducated i n
forced to be baptized. He was highly recognized for his knowledge of
navi gat i on and soon became a favorite of Dorn Manuel. I , King of Portugal.
The discovery of land was not given much importance by D. Manuelthe new
wh o the precious merchandise of the Indi as. How-

h e did not hesitate in .accepting the proposal of another convert,ever ,
4Fernando de Noronha, to col on i ze and

expl ore the recently discovered land. Once there , the group began to
export wood to Portugal tree known by the local aboriginesf r om a as
" Pau-Bras i 1 and which was particularly suitable to be used i n the

staining of < "Brasi 1land became known as Brazil II i n

Portuguese) after the of this tree.name
t i me ofThe period from 1500

into the economicChri st i ansPortugal to Brazil
5 that was shaking partsThe religious persecutionlife of the new land.

a major motivating factor for Jews toof the European continent was
"San t aTheto settle.

as mathematics and
1

to 1570 was a

search for another and more secure place

easier access such

the year

and of integration of new

Pedro Alvares Cabral 
2 what today is known as Brazil,

a number of Jews becoming very important for some European

textiles. The new

to lead a group of new Christians

least one person of Jewish

India by some of his fe11ow-countrymen and then
was part of the crew. Three years earl i er

increasing emigration from

was more interested in
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Inqu i s icao" (Holy Inquisition) had been influential in Portugal since
the union be tween the crowns of Spain and Portugal with the marriage
of Manuel I with the Infanta Mar i a, daughter of "the Catholic Kings"
Fernando and Isabel. Manuel, who became King Manuel I i n 1495 after
succeeding Joao II, declared that Jews had to leave the country before

61497, otherwise they would be forced to convert. I n 1 536, "Tribunalthe
de 1 San to Ofi c i o“ (Tribunal of the Inquisition) was
establ i shed i n Por tugal . However , the first "auto i n the col ony
took place on 1 y i n 1 573, I t seems that the establishment of
the Inquisition i n Br az i1 was absolutely umpopular. The new Christians
had taken root i n a way thatsuch an
provoke animosity between inhabitants and the representativesthe local
of the Holy "visits of inspectionwhose continued until 1618.

By 1567, emigrants—presumably mostlythe flow of c on v e r sos—f r om
Por tugal the Portugueseto Braz i1 forbecame au thor ities
because the Portugueseit created a 1 ack of balance i n Th i s

that the their families,be attribuited to the f ac t andcan conversos,

involved in many enterprises, as the construction of ships,suchwere

in general. The i r departureimportation, and tradeexpor tat i on,
the fluidity of thei nresu1 ted i n 1 acka
the population ofnational treasure. by 1624,Fifty years later,

had about 50,000 Europeans, of which a large percentage — ifBraz i 1

not the majority—appears
they owned sugar plantations, were

traders,exporters,

1624-1654. The Dutch' Conquest.

poets, writers,

i mpor ters, 

and also priests.

da fe"

Of fi ce ,

i n Bah i a

economy
a concern

in manpower and problems

anti-Jewish persecution could

to have been new Christians. Regarding

the Holy Office of

their occupations,
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The Dutch in Brazil—restricted to the northern terpresence
r i t or i es—made i t p oss idle to openly practice Judaism. Thus, Jews
became important part of the economy and began organizing themsel-an

Johan Maur its Van Nassau who was appointed Governor General of
Brazil i n 1637, created a feeling of secur i ty for the i nhab i tan ts of
the land. The Jews were accepted as such everywhere, i n then ew e v e n

Many new Christians were circumcised and returned to theirarmy.

original faith. I n 1 642, Rabbi Isaac Aboab da Fonseca and a scholar
by the of Moses Raphael d'Agu i1 ar arr i ved i n Braz i1 i nname response
to a request from the Jewish communi ty living i n the northern

At t i me of arr i valthe their there were already two synagogues
i n the " Z u r Israel"area:

In January 1654, the Dutch were defeated by the Portuguese. The
Jews fought together with the Dutch and many of them died i n ba 11;e.
The terms of surrender, delivered on January 26, 1 654, stated that

coun try into leave the a period of three
months. The 1 i v i n gexpulsion included all Jews, those i n ci tieseven

which, to the Dutch defeat, were of Portuguese dominion;pr i or am on g
these cities were Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. Most of the Jews

1 2and thethe Caribbean Islands, United States.emigrated to Amsterdam,

1654-1808. Per i od.Col on i alThe

expulsions, theand theAfter their

v i ewed suspi c i ous-to persecute new Christians, who werePortuguese began
thely. As economyou tcome of theiran

than a Brazilian problem,Moreof Braz i1 i nwas

expulsions and persecutions,

victory against the Dutch,

in Mauricia.11

r i tory J

the Dutch and the Jews were

a commun i ty.ves as

a deplorable state.

in Recife and "Maguen Abraham"



32,

the e c o nomi c

Thus—-al though i t took time— in 1773-4,economy. theunder i n f 1 u e n c esome
of the Portuguese representative a
royal The

designed to improve the Brazilian andeconomy,
to reestabl ish the between Portugal its Bouth-Arner i canandcommerce
colony. With the end of persecutions, the last marranos who 1 ived
i n Er az i 1 trace becan
found of their origin.

I n 1807, France invaded Portugal and the dethroned Portuguese
royal fami1y fled to Brazil.

1808-1889. The Imperial Per i od.

I n 1815 Braz i1 i t se1f i nde pendent empire.dec 1ared Howe ver, i tan
was not u n t i 1 1822 that Braz i1 became independent of Portugal. I n
that year a
freedom of worship, promulgated in Ipiranga, Fromwas
1822 Th i sin Brazil. t i me theJews began to arriveon , once more

"first" synagogue was 1824 and namedBe 1 em i n Sha'arestablished in
..15HaShamai Assoc i at i on "ShelIsraelitecongregat i on,Anotherm.

Guem i1u t Hassadi m A few yearsRio de Jane i ro.foil owed i nsoon
immigrants poured into1 a t e r stream of Europeani n 1848,j

insecurity produced by a number ofBraz i1 the state ofdue to
European continent.revolut ions thei n

Braz i 1of emperor Pedro II, wasI n the abdi cat i on1 889, w i th

proc 1 a i med

..16 
J

decree proclaimed equality between new and old Christians.^

new constitution, which among other things declared
1 4 Sao Pau 1o.

decree's reforms were

a new

a republic.

issue was considered a problem for Portugal's power and

to Brazil, Marques do Pombal,

assimilated completely and almost no clear



From 1889* on. The Republic Period.

■I n 1 889', to

the United States, Sou th Africa,

the -first at

tempt to create a Jewish agricultural colony in Brazil occurred when
the "Deutsches Central Russischen Juden" sent Oswald

Boxer , Viennese journal i s t, to negotiate the acquisitiona
with the Brazilian government. The representatives of the government
we 1 corned the project and Boxer sent positive reports to the "Comi tee."
Howe v e r , the unexpected death o-f Boxer due to ye 1 1 ow -fever i n 1 89'2,
1 ef t the

I n 1 891 , the Jewish Colonization Association (JCA) was establ ished
i n London . A phi 1 anthropic organization initiated with capital produced
■from Baron Hirsch,
tried to help the formation of agriculturali n col on i es. In South

Arne r i c a , Braz i 1 on 1 y

to the Association's- attentioncame

called Ph i1 1 i pson, the railroad that was being
bu i t by the Be 1g i it met with difficulties from the outset.bu tans,
Even after of 1903,

interested in going to Brazil, and almostsmal 1 number of Jews were
to support them-none had experience means

to have contribuited to theselves. Also several other reasons seem
adm i n i strat i ons, andrapid turnover ofcolony's failure, among them:

and planning in matters related toi nstrue ti on
as i nadequateas we 1 1

I 
j

f r om Be ssar ab i a

project truncated J?

i n Braz i1 ,

Com itee fur die

on 1 y a

found the i r way

was established near
settled in Santa Maria,

to Brazil. Two years later,

south of Brazil. The new colony,

in agriculture nor financial

the new immigrants were

the pogroms that razed Bessarabia in April

in 1891,

'it oriented new Jewish immigrants in America and

agr(culture once

a lack of proper

when thirty-seven families

Canada, Argentina, and some also

of land

the first JCA colonies were founded in Argentina;
1 8 in 1904,

a large immigration of Jews from Eastern Europe went
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■funds -from the JCA. San t a
Maria offered good prospects for those who worked as peddlers and
artisans and, resu1t, the
agr i cu 1tur al goal s of the colony, which finally brought about i ts
de s i n t e gr a t i on .

Despi te the enormous difficulties of the Phillipson Colony, the JCA
decided in 1 SO 4 land; this t i me i n
Quatro Irmaos, located north of Rio Grande do Sul. Aga i n, not many had
much fa i th group of 1,678 peop1e arrived
a t the Quatro Irmaos Colony. The problems the Phillipson Colony battled
repeated themselves and put to work

fr om the J CA.
of Mor 1d Mar 1918 brought to a final end any

hope for the successful continuation of the colony. On the other hand,

Su 1 , Uruguay, the colony,
work i ng in the fields,

colony projects failed, 1 i feWhile agr i cu1tural
Jews settled mainly in Rio de Janeiro,more attractive.

The Jews who arrivedBahia and other northern cities.i n
Jew i shan organizedbefore and immediately after Morld Mar

organ i zat i on1 i fe
i ni sol at i onto avoid feelings ofnew land, aamong other reasons

the world.distant from the rest of
the beginning of theatRegarding the number of Jews living in Brazil

immediately after Mar Morldbu tXX century, SOO ,there were

Maur i c i o KIab i n1S97.Sao Paulo's Jewish commun i ty was established in

The con t i nuat i on

the i mm i gran ts were

less and less care was directed to

as a resu1t,

as a

to acquire more

land which seemed so

an area known as

of houses or received money directly

raising cattle and other livestock.

Alegre and some

si i gh 11y over
1 9I began we find about 5,000.

Despite the limited chances of success,

i n Eastern

I came from

i n Braz i1 . However,

in the cities became

and Argentina. Only a few families remained in

in 1915, a

Sao Paulo, Porto

in the construction

in the

the JCA helped the immigrants find new possibilities in Rio Grande do

Europe and wanted to continue that

I until
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(1860-1727) became of the most important — if not the most important—on e
Jewish personaliy in the city. A wealthy and involved Jew, appointed

i mpor tance i n
an d the Jewish cemetery I n 1916, Ezra, a

soc i e ty to help the poor, was established by Jews from Bessarabia. I t
in registering immigrants, offered classes in Portuguese

and, du e to the high number of people coming from Europe with tubercu1 os i s
21opened a hosp i tai i n Sao Jose dos Campos, i n the suburbs of Sao Paulo.

I n the north of the country, i n add i t i on to the synagogue founded i n
Jews from North Africa, smal 1 communities were establ i sh-

from Morocco, and a second synagogue was established
i n Before the 1920s, the Sefardic communi ty of Belem

had chari ty organi zat i ons and soc i a 1 smal1,
Sefard i c also founded in Am az on as by i mm i gr ants wh ocommun i t i es were

towards the end of the nineteenth century.came
I n Rio de Janeiro, indication of the communty life of Jewsthe first

the foundation offrom Western Europe was
i n i n the development of theHowever,
Jewish community at to their small number—therein part duethis stage,

indifference to Jewishwere about 200 i n
communal life.

significant growth1918,i nWi th Ithe end of World War

of i mm i grants. Mosti n the Jewish population of Eraz i 1 due
time could be categorizedinstitutions which existed at thatof the Jewish
<"Institucoes Assisten-organizations dedicated to assisting the pooras

of prominent and wealthyciais de Amparo").

Klabin founded the "Soc i eda-M.for examp 1e,f am i 1 i e s , Thus,

25 to be corrie thein 1923.de Cerri i ter i o

1

■:

in Belem

1824 by Sefardic

241890—, and because of their

Israe1 i ta"

clubs. A few,

the establishment of Temple 
in Vila Mar i ana .2®

ed by Jews who came
1889.22

there was a

there was no continuity

to a new wave

Th i s soc i e ty was

its own

al so ass i sted

i n Sao Pau 1o,

"Be th-El "

They were run by members

who came

"Rosh-HaKahal", he was of vital

their own cerne t e r y
1873.23
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def i n i t i ve organi zat i on for the bur i al of the dead i n that city.

Activities related

the first being the das Damas Israelitas"
(Charity Society of Jewish Women), which was founded i n 1915-16. Among
o th e rs, there was the "Sociedade Gota de Leite" (Drop of Milk Society),
sponsored by the Bnai-Brith, and the
(Home for Jewish Children Foundation)

unable to offer them a proper env ironmen t.

The first Zionist manifestation i n Eraz i 1 dates from as early 1901,as
of Mani core,when letter—and 150 francs—from the "Hebrew Colony"a

Amazonas, sen t to Dr. Max Nordau and read at the Fifth Zionistwas
Congress. informed on
al 1 I n
ini t i a t e d Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo almostits activities i n at the

time, in Rio de Janeiro—Brazil's capitali t was1913-14. However,same
until although relatively few1960 — that i nthe Zionist, n umbe r, were

to be more organized and influential. i t was throughIn Rio Jac ob

Sc h n e i der Bessarabia and came to Brazil ado1e s—i nwho was born as an

self-taught Jew, he was of thecent, that Z i on i sm one

founders of i n Braz i1 , named "Tiferet Zion i nfirst Zionist groupthe
beginning activities of the’groupThe

be ha 1fRio de Janeiro and thefundra i si ng efforts i n
thewhen World War I began,of However,"Keren Kayemet Lelsrael."the

activities which hadcu1turalBrazilian government suspended all
them Zionist meetings.foreign connections, among

Comm i t tee ( JDC)Joint DistributionIn therepresentatives of
v i c t i ms of theto collect funds from Jews forto Brazil i n ordercame

funds collected by the JDCasked that part of thewar .

"Fundacao Lar da Crianca Israel ita" / 7

II 
5

to helping the poor were also organized by women's

1916,

"Sociedade Beneficiente1 eagues,

The Jewish community of Mani core asked to be kept
27 matters related to Zionism.

for the care of orphans and children
..26

"Tiferet Zion"

whose families were

1913.28

was organized. A

the cities the Zionist movement

were mainly related to
inland cities on



be given to the WZO since the Jewish community did not have the
f i nanc i al capabilities to contribute to two campaigns. After strong op-
pos i t i on f r om the JDC,
■funds were given

Once i n 1918,was over ,
reini tiated. Once the

By the t i me
the "Balfour Declaration" was promulgated in 1917 and World War I
ended in November 1918, ac-
t i v i ties, al though still official , was not strongly enforced. Further-

to be strengthened by the factmore , that the
sympathy and support for the

Dec 1 arat i al though i t is difficult to know to what extent, the
"Ti fere t Zion" having had a certaingroup may be credited as influence
i n that decision. "Tiferet Zion" was notif owe ver,
ac t i ve Haim Avni suggests, " Z i on i sm i n Brazi1 gainedgroup.

1915 when two intellectuals, Dav i dpos i t i on i nan

' organ for in Rio deinterest ofthe
Janeiro named A' Co 1 umn a-Ha' Amu d . ' t imes aIt appeared three ye ar

contributions by world Zionistand carr i ed, among other articles,
Zionism. Although it lasted onlyleaders and general

the Brazilian government becamein which

and then sympatheticaware,

Palestine.
I nalso founded.In other regions of Brazil Zionst groups were

was establ i shedCur i t i ba, state of Parana,

Para, nor th of Braz i1 ,

impressive public

Braz i 1 i an Congress approved a motion of

31 on ;

the Jewish people
3211

"Shalom Zion"

two years,

the war

Zionists sent

information on

Zionist activities were officially

this conclusion seems

in Braz i1'

those were years

the only Zionist

i t seems

a note — through an English diplomat — to the English 
government expressing their recognition and gratitude.

"Ahavat Zion" was established

In fact, as

"Balfour Declaration" was promulgated, Brazilian

Jew and a non-Jew, establ ished anJose Perez and Alvaro Castillo, a

the two groups came to an agreement and some 
29 to the WZO through “Tiferet Zion."

to the Jewish claims for a homeland in

that the suspension of Zionist

in 1918 by Major

in 1917; in
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El i ezer Le vy , who al so founded Koi Israe1, a weekly Zionist newspaper

wr. i t ten
J

It was during those years that Jewish schools were establ i shed: i n
Rio de Janeiro "Escola Judaica de Ensinoi n 1916, the Re 1 i g i oso" under
the direction of S. Loz i risky, who was a member of the religious Zionist
movement Mizrahi ; during the the school Talmud Tora wassame year
op e n e d i n Sao Pau 1o. I n 1 920 , the school Maguen David was establ ished
in Rio de Janeiro and became the first full-time Jewish school i n Brazi1 ;

of its founders was R. Cohen , aci d an t i-Z i on i st, whoone i n s i s t e dan
directing the school However,on on e year

after the school taken over byopened, the the Zionists who
changed the of the school to and re-n ame
defined

3530,000 East European Jews immigrated to Brazil.

came from Poland,Most Bessarab i a, and Li thuan i a,the Ukraine, and set
tled i n During the early 1920s a number ofthe sigsouthern states.
n i f i can t 1921 ,"f irsts" I noccurred.
tat i ve the firstthe World Zionst Congress for time. The nextat year,

received for the first t i meof Braz i1 an envoy
w i th fund-raising campaign for the "Keren Ha-the task of helping i n a
Yessod", 1 922, the first nat i onali n1919. Also

result, theRio and,i nmeeting of the Zionist movement took place
i tsSchneider asJ.of Braz i1

"she 1 i ajto the north by Schneider and a1921
Rec i -Hertzl i a" i nresu1 ted the founding of thei n

"Associacao Max Nordau"and theMace i o,i nthe "Associacao Gueula"
v i s i ted"Hertzl i a"the director of Tel—Avivas schooli n Bah i 1 925,
interestand totheto collect funds forBraz i 1 in order

■

■

the Zionist Organization

Zionist Federation

"Associacao Sionista

34 its philosophy as Zionist.

33 in Portuguese.

bodard was

"Keren HaYessod"

"Ginasio Hebreu-Brasi1eiro"

was established with

37_ a. In

Brazilian Zionism had a represen-

as a

presi dent ?^In

which was founded in

a visit

in an anti-Zionist approach.

During the 1920s some
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more people i n work i ng -for the Zionist

Un t i 1 Wor1d War 1 , the overwhelming majority of Jews who migrated

to the American continent wen t to the United States and Argenti On 1 yna.

a smal1 number went to Brazil before 1920. According to the census o-F

190 0 , 226 Jews lived in Sac Paulo, representing 0.017. o-F the total
popu1 at i on, wh i 1 e i n 1 940 i nand
1950 the
Be tween 1 90 0 and 1939 2,215,000 immigrants settled i n
I n 1923, du e to the pressure o-F the Argentinian syndicates, the

Government decided to close its frontiers to new i mm i grants,
wh i 1 e

the Jewish population o-F Central and Eastern Europe
that wanted to emigrate started to look to Brazil serious pos-
sibil i t y. Jews -From Eastern Europe who came during .the 1920's were •fol -
lowed by Jews from Germany and Austria after 1 933, and with the end of

Wor1d War of refugees from the Nazi regime and fromII,
Egypt, and North-Africa also found their way toRutnan i a,Hungary, Pol and,
Brazilian soil.
Among the there were Jews whoimmigrants who began arriving in 1 923,new
had been active Zionists in

the activities of Zionistthei hqualitative and quantitative i ncrease
in London andcontacts with Zionist centersas we 1 1

Keren HaYesod" and, and better organized campaigns for the "
Wor1d Warthat untilimportant to noticei si tHowever,

for most of thethe Zionist movement had only peripheral significanceII,
to Juda i smin Brazil. The maj or i ty man ta i ned their comm i tmen tJews 1 i v i ng

to a smaller extent, throughactivities and,mainly through soc i al

I

3
38 cause.

Jerusalem

Argen t i n i an

as moreFederation,

39 total popu1 at i on.
Sao Paulo alone.

new financial sphere

consecutive waves

as a

there were

similar measures were

religious ones. The possibilities of entering into a

obvious consequence,

"Keren Kayeme t . 11

there were 20,379 representing 0.28Z,
26,443, which represented 0.29Z of

their native countries. This brought a

taken by the United States and Canada. As an
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any nationalistic expression related to a Jewish homeland—particu1 ar 1y,

an t i sem i st i sm was
almost nonexistent.
In 1926, Zionist Organization (WIZO) opened its

The next year Aaron Bergman, "Poale i Z i on " ,
I n 1 928,c ame was.-founded and i n 1 929,

43the Revisionist Party was organized. The variety of Zionist parties
con-fronted each other through public debates, Jew i sh

publication o-f pamphlets, and elections organized bynewspapers, the
Zionist Federation.

The 1930's time o-f great agitation -for both,
munity and Brazil, which was severely affected by the world depressi on .
For Braz i 1 thin gs be gan to deteriorate
o-f coffee. The price' o-f i n the international market droppedco-f-fee

drast i cal 1y, the Brazilians and, takinga state o-f

advantage o-f

ency through o-f 1 and

and co-f-fee plantations,
to his

ant i sem i t i c , tolerated antisemitiche
the establishment o-f "Acao Integral ista Brasileira"open 1y in

Integral ist Action)
the masses by describingtried to in-fluenceal i st i c spirit, this group

it publ i shedIn 1933,the supposedly ominous place
i n Por tuguese.the Protocol s o-f the Elders of Zion

1 934 , the VargasI n

(Brazil!an

a coup d'etat

was a

By 1933 there were

i n Sao Pau 1o.

the Women's International

activities, which began to occur

due. to an over-production

panic over took

the Jewish com-

1931 , wi th

was the Governor of the state Rio Grande do Sul.

a branch of "Mizrahi"

in 1930. Vargas, a millionaire owner

of the41 Brazil!an branch.
■ . 42to Brazi1.

in 1928,

when they were accepted by a Brazilian society in which

absolute power by torture, censorship, and assassination. Although not

the state of confusion, Getulio Vargas assumed the presid-

of Jews in history.

In addition to a nation-

caused most Jews to adopt the patterns of their new society and to avoid

about 40,000 Jews in Brazil.

articles in 1ocal

During the years that followed, Vargas silenced any opposition



regime approved -a resolution restricting immigration. a. numberHowever,
through the petit-
not verifiable

since many immigrants entered with baptismal certificates; i n add i t i on,

the 1930"s,

By 1935, the AIB and their NaziVargas was politically suspicious of

propaganda and suppressed the group. On

i1 legal of languages other than Portuguese and cultural

his principal
target being the German, I tai i an , and Japanese

u n t i 1 the end of World War

ii; however, by bribing authorities, Zi on i st groups continued to meet,

45though activities were sharply reduced. I n 1937, .the Vargas government
added further immigration and this timerestrictions, i t became

46i ncr e as i n g1y difficult to Brazil. The timing
tragi c Europe who looked to Brazili nfor many Jewswas as

harbor.

Many of refugees from Nazism had been employed in i ndustry,the com-

the free professions. They brought with them their technical
soc i e tyeducat i on than welcomeand work experience which were more

Meanwhi1e,
still strug-

the German Jews tended to be

completely separated from the
helping the refugees by bribing im-German Jews tried—and succeeded—in
often blackmailwho would then

i nbu t thosethreaten the refugees,It was not unusual

those who could deposit $12,000Csic)

44

gl i ng to gain

taking its first steps towards industrialization.

a secure

mi grat ion

which was

economic stability. Socially,

off i cers,47

i n a

to obtain visas to travel

communities though other

"Ostjuden." The Brazilian naturalized

i n a

or ethnic groups,activities related to foreign countries

throughout most of

merce and

the Eastern European Jews who preceded the German Jews were

Zionist activities were officially suspended

the n ew arrivals.

of Jews continued to enter the country as tourists or

minorities were automatically included in

the use

Brazil i an bank were admi t ted without regard to quota restr i c t i ons.

ion of relatives already in Brazil. Exact numbers are

for the police to

the other hand, he declared

the restrictions. As a result,



i nstances, si tuat i on. The refugees also had
the problem of obtaining a card of residence before they

could apply for a work permit.- Because of these difficulties, a number of
the writer Stefan Zweig,

the Jewish community tried to
provide housing and employment for the newcomers and, if the refugee

a line of credi t was sought.from banks.

I n campaign for the development

the
purchase of five airplanes; the fund-raising campaign was conducted by
Z i on i s t 1e ader s. December 22, i mp or t an t mome nt f or the
Jew i sh c ommun i ty; to the funds, it presented a document of
grat i tude thanking Brazilto President Vargas
harbor to victims of persecution in Europe. Vargas expressed histhe
grat i tude i s
to all In Brazil, beand religions.races

racial

i on

against these persecutions. I
efforts ofI the constitutionali nse e

Although activities related to foreign institutions continued to be
theirthe Zionists tried to find ways to pursueofficially forbidden,

the WJC,the help of
established, whereby the Zionists received half of

then directed to the "Keren HaYesod."

j

I
■

had business experience,

for offering a secure

for Victims of War was

a country open

bribing usually resolved any

there never was and never will

a Brazilian Jewish Committee

thank you for the homage you paid me and

discrimination and prejudice. We follow with sadness and indignat-

i n add i t i on

the Jews honorable participants in 
Brazi1."48

the collected funds, which were

of a national

1742, was an

air force. The Jewish community offered the funds for

interests. Thus, with

1742, Assis Chateaubriand promoted a

the Nazi persecution against Jews in Europe, which makes us remember

17’42. Whenever possible,

to the Jews of Brazil, adding that "...Brazil

persecutions against Christians in barbarian times. Brazil protests

who died in
refugees were driven to suicide; among them was

to deal with
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Wi th

i ndustr i alyear ,
began -for Braz i 1 .
of refugees from Germany,

workers in Brazil.
i ntreduced i n addition to general,
also establ ished i n increasing numbers.
Al so i n 1 945, foilow i n g the lifting of the prohibition of ac t i v ities

related to foreign institutions and cultures, the Zionist mov erne n t

official 1y its activities.re turned to 1 945, a
meeting to protest against British policies towards Palestine i nand,
particular, against the White Paper, was organized by the Zionist
Organi zat i on. Among the speakers were Hamilton Nogueira a p r om i n e n t5

Cat hoi i c 1 eader and Senator , the
University of Rio de Janeiro. This public demonstration, which took place

At the beginning of

Director of the Latin-American branch of the Jewish Agency, who visited

Br az i 1 assumed the presidency of the Com-that
Its task was to lob-mi t tee , vice-president.Senator Nogueira becameand

by among non-Jewish Brazilians, for
the Committee published reading materials

etc. I n
latest news coming from theaddi t i on,

ish homeland in

49 people attended.

contribution was particularly important because of

mittee was organized following the suggestion of Moshe Tofftlater Tov),

a favorable solution regarding a Jew

time rallied behind the Zionist cause as one voice. An estimated 5000

secular education. Youth groups were

a liberal policy the following

year. Azevedo do Amaral

the Brazilian Christian Pro-Palestine Com-1946,

force, a new and decisive era

which were distributed to politicians,

Palestine. Thus,

the deposition of Vargas in 1945,

the lack of skilled

Coinciding w.i th this economic growth, successive waves

brought their skills in the liberal

Thus, on Oc t ober 23,

arts, business, and education. Their

and an upsurge of the

and Ignacio Azevedo do Amaral, Dean of

students, newspapers,

in Rio, had the support of most of the Jewish community, who for the first

Poland, Hungary, Rumania and North Africa again

it kept them informed of the

In the Jewish community, religious education was



Un i ted Nati ons Committee -for Palestine. On July 9, 1946, Senator Nogueira.
de 1 i vered a

of to self-determination i n their

historic 1 and,

Federacao Israelite, do Estado de Sao Paulo"Towards the end of 1 946, the II

was established the i nstitu t i onsas
of Sao Paulo, thus becoming the spokesman of the city's Jewry. However ,
many of the i nst i tu t i ons valuable

and constantly acted to neutralize theresources,
tendencies of

1947 was important year for Brazil's Jewry. I nan
national ("Un i f i cada") took place

Jan e i r o, and a fund-raising campaign to help the
organ i zed. However, the event of the par t i t-
i on 28, 1947, the General Assembly ofOn April the UN elect-

thus defeating the
i nv i ted to join the Ad Hoc

days prior to that
meeting, Nogueira addressed the Brazilian Senate supporting the candidacy

of Aranha and, the

Zionist President of the W JC, me t withcause.

Brazilian Foreign Minister Raul

during the same month,However,in Rio de Janeiro.vacat i on

Different approachesto vote against the partitionmen t
the press:regarding the future of Palestine were

Following the British decision

visited Brazil

centralization proposed by the newly established Federation^

trying to convince
52 of Palestine.

of Palestine.

it represented saw themselves as more

an Arab League's delegation

also reflected in

speech at the Parliament describing the anomalous situation

was on

In July, Nahum Goldman,

to send the ship Exodus, which was

affirming once more Brazilian acceptance of

the Jewish people and their- right
50 Palestine.

in September of that year. A few

the govern-

representative of Australia,

Fernandes and with 0. Aranha, who

Chateaubriand was pro-Zionist, while

in human and material

the year was the UN vote for

that year

in Rio de

Committee on Palestine

"Hagana" was

0 Jorna 1 , whose president was A.

Dr. Evatt, who was

Corre io da Manha, was p r o-Ar ab..

"umbrella" organization for the Jewish

ed Brazilian ambassador Oswaldo Aranha as its chairman,

convention of the Zionist Organization
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ful 1 the
Zionist Organization of Brazil both orthodox
and 1 i beral ,

53by speeches given by Zionist leaders and/or rabbis.'
1947, the publication

whi c h conti nu e d until December of
1948.

1947, the General Assembly of the United Nations voted
for Latin American countries, except

the state
by a margin of 33 to 13, thirds vote required by
UN's r u 1 e s . I n Braz i1 , the Zionist Organization convened the community to
r e c e i v e arr i val from the US,

of gratitude for

on May 14,
How

ever ,

1eadersh i p : Brazi 1 was reluctant de jure. We
the

due to a meeting
which took place
Uruguay, which had already recognized Israel de jure, and had asked other

i ts examp 1e. to declaringto foilow
the 1 ack of fulfillment of the elements needed to express recognition

was stated:according to international 1 aw,
II considerations which contribute tocertain political

Israel...the Zionist colony(sic)delay the recognition the State ofof

i n Braz i1 is not very large and,J

three Arab states directlyrelations with

demonstrat i on

and the religious movements,
declared a day of. fasting and prayers, which were followed

a more real istic explanation

In add i t i on

the way to a Jewishdecisive vote which open

as a

South American countries

of an official

the partition of Palestine. All

1 948,

know some of

monthly organ, A Uoz Sionista,

On November 29,

. . There are

of Jewish survivors trying to reach Palestine, back to Europe,

aspects related to this issue from a Brazilian viewpoint,

the declaration of the State of Israel

on the other hand, we have diplomatic

the Zionist Organization began

to recognize Israel

the way in which he directed the meetings

Cuba, were part of

of the UN. After

0. Aranha at

thus obtaining the two

the airport, upon his

involved in the fight: Egypt,

various activities Were organized to celebrate the historic event.

of the Committee of Diplomacy of the National Congress
54 on July 1948. It was initiated by a letter sent from

Also in September

a new diplomatic battle was to be fought by the Jewish, Zionist



Syr i a, and Lebanon; there i s
descent among to declare recognitionu s.

instability and con-Fusion, due to military confrontation
be tween would be premature and could beI srae1 and the Arab countries,

taking sides in the dispute. then , al ready i n
1 948, the Brazilian official position regarding the Middle East conflict

of studied reserve and political c au t i on . I n . fac t i t was on 1y i n
February 8, 1 949, t h a t the Brazilian ambassador to Washington, M. Nabuco,
was asked to inform the Israeli representative, E . Eilat, that Braz i1

de Jure recognition of the state of Israel. The records of
the UN i n d i cate that the recognition of Israe1 by the Braz i1 i an Government

took place the same day as Italy and one week before
Argen t i

Af ter the State of the Jews of Braz i1the creation of Israe1 , continued
to foilow with interest and concern I n
add i t i on , Brazilian Jews confronted

The first thing the number of Jews significantlyis thatto remember

i ncreased since and according to the official census of 1940,1930's,the
the census of 1 950 ,55,000 Jews

the number of JewsBy 1960,
from the ear 1ysee ,

i n theandof Braz i1 doubled,1930's until the Jewish p op u1 a t i on1950 ,
least 30Zimmigrants added at1950's

m i n i t y's population.
H. professor atRat tner,

Accu1 turat i oni ninteresting observations
the personal i ty and cultural i den t i ty

The more openof the

re 1ated to Braz i1

the University of Sao Paulo, made some ■ 

the 1950s.58

indicated that there were almost 70,000 Jews.

57 
cl imbed to si ightly less than 100,000.

a very large colony of Arab

on February 7, 
na.56

55 The explanation also noted that

interpreted as

was one

a new wave of

dec i ded on

i n add i t i on,

As we se e,

another type of day-after-day battle.

is a comlex process which calls upon

there were over

As we can

to the Jewish com-

the new society is forindividials touched by it.

the developments in the region.

in Brazil. Furthermore,

in a moment of
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the i mm i grant, the quicker- the cultural changes happen; in other
the need felt by the immigrant to learn new habits and patterns of

obv i ousiy i ncrease. Side by side with the
born and educated in environmen t, tends

to have problems related to the ways i n wh i ch the oldec , and mor e
trad i t i onal generat i on, approaches certain issues. Regarding Br az i1 ,

the most important waves of Jewish immigrants coincided with t i me ofa
and economic structures of the

country. The constant expansion of i ndustry, and servicesc ommer c e ,
qualified personnel than that produced and provided

by the 1 o c a 1 these circurnstances thatmarke t . It was under i mportan tan
Lebanon , and East

ern Europe these Sefardic Jews came withi n the 1950's. Most of a profes
sion, the knowledge of languages, and skills in financial matters, having

and economic 1 i fe.
Sefaradim and Ashkenazim faced similar problemsi n d i v i du a 1 s ,

adapting to these
groups mantained separate organizations and
other . the newcomers learned the language and customs ofHowever , once

and economic Brazilianthe soc i alUnder impact of changes inthe double
transformations occurring as a result of the absorptionstructure , and of

the Jewish community, organizational forms andof new immigrants into
Insti tut-to change.institutions wereactivities of var i ou s communa1the

iginally created to meet the needs of specific geographici ons
to adapt to the aspirationssi owly driven

emerging Jewish population, which was the product of heterogeneousof an

e 1 erne n t s .

words,

se c on d ge n e r a t ion,
this situation,

a new soc i al

a certain distance from each-

needed much more

behavi or will

deep transformations,

difficulty adjusting to the Brazilian social

groups (Landsmannschaften) , were

for many years each of

their negative attitude towards "other" Jewish groups

in both

a new language and culture,

wave of Jewish immigrants arrived, mainly from Egypt,

the social

their new country,

Al though as

that were or

very little

became more flexible.



By 1950, the -First generation of Brazilian-born Jews became i n -
creasing]/ important with regard to Jew i sh communa1 life.

i n Jewish community can be considered as
the most dynamic i n the country at on Apr i1 27, 1950 ,

Israel's second year of
59existence independant state. The following year, al so i n Sao

"Federacao Israelite do Brasil" was established withPau 1o, the the aim
of being the spokesman of the Jews of Brazil.

Sao Paulo's Federation when created i n 1 946, applied al so for the
Brazil i an Jew i sh Federat i on: due to ideological and structural reasons,

had—and still h as—d i f f i c u1 tie s
ord i nat i ng. i n wh i c h a certain coordination was possible

the related to soc i al service. In a si tuat i onwas that became moreon e
evi den t time went by, most of the Jewish youth tended to be apatheticas
towards activities organized by Jewish i ns-t i tu t i on s’. (In re 1 at i on t o
Israe1 as volunteers
for a shot so did thetime.) As economic stability grew, Jew i sh you th's
acceptance society which offered comfort and relaxation for theof a
weal thy, the Brazilian population,that is for about 5Z of to which
most Jews belonged. Another sector which experienced the lack of

finances: the Federationthe
fund-raising activities, aga i nwas not able to properly centralize

individualistic and centrifugal character of themostly due to the
the Jewishinstitutions under "umbre11 a"the

Federation of Brazil.
the Jewish community oftime of changes forThe 1950's was indeed a

and internal factors brought a new dimension to JewsihBrazi1. External
the State ofthe creation of1 i fe Brazil. Regarding the first,i n

Israe1 carried with

15,000 people

the Federat ion

This was par
ticularly so

in planning and co-

as an

area related to communalP1ann i ng was

60The only sector

the time. Thus,

attended a rally to commemorate

Sao Paulo, whose

organ i zat i on of

it a feeling of pride and admiration for Jews all

very few even considered the possibility of going

However, what was true for
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the world; but it also led to a problem of identity -for many Jews,over
the case with Brazilian Jews, i n the sense "dual 1oyalty"that

reality to deal w i th. The great major i ty of Brazi1 i an Jews,n e w

though not religiously involved, answered by
religious community while, at the time, declaring their sympathysame
for Israe1 based on emotional ties. In fac t ,
concept to avoid rather than to discuss; I wou1d say that "status
q u o" term that may very well define the attitude of Brazilian Jews
regard i ng their Jewishness from the 1 950's on .
I n re 1 at i on to new c i r c urns tan c e s
with the the gradual disappearance of1950's,
the older generation of immigrants from the leadership scene, and its re

placement by Jews who educatedwere
the Jewish community were directly related to theiri n

The "statuseconomic wealth in the general- society.influenceand social
quo Brazilian Jew",' socially accepted, increasingly stable i n economi c

iterms, intel 1e c t u a1particularly exposed toand not
ou ts i de in the making.Jewish community,the was

to the Jews of Brazil from i tsI will i n troduct i onend this general
beginning until by considering some aspects regarding the

to Israel from i tsattitude of the Brazilian Government in'relation

creation until early 1950s.the
voted for the partitionAl though Braz i1

the broaderReso 1u t i on November 29,181(11) on
UN votes involving Palestine/Israe1 we getBrazi1 i an pos i t i on a t

Thus, considering the period 1947-52, i n"picture."
in matters related to Palestine/the UNwhich 28 votes took place at

to Israel, 10favorabletimes for resolutionsIsrael , Braz i1 voted 6

the 1950s,

defining Juda i sm as a

as was
was a

the most noticeable were

a c1ear-

i s a

leading pos i t i one

challenges inside or

born or

of Palestine, which became UN

in Braz i1 , and whose new

"dual loyalty" was a

inside the Jewish community which came

1947, when we consider

er and different



abstained 11 times, and was absent or did not vote
Th is record of of the worst — together with Colombia,
Cuba, El Salvador, and Haiti —o-f the twenty Latin-American countri es
voting at that time. Moreover, the clearest anti-Israeli position was
taken i n relation to the Jerusalem i ssue. Th i s

General Assembl y o-f the UN 6 times between

Amer i can countries which voted against Israel on all occasions Peruwere
an d Brazil. What or who was behind Brazil's vote against Israel? It seems

to the Jerusalem to add to the Arab
621obby, heavy pressure from the Vatican. I n have towe

remember that Braz i 1 has, numerical 1y sp eak i n g, the largest Cathoi i c

popu 1 at i on of the world and that the Brazilian Government certainly had

that the Vatican's position regarding Christian

holy places—and for the Vatican Jerusalem i s included among these—let

quote from L'0sse r va tore R om an o,me the official organ of the Vatican,

September 15, wrote: "We do not know what1 950 , the next session
of the Assembly will not do, but we know that for Cathol ics, the

solution of the problem of the Holy Places would be their
being placed under international adm i n i strati on in accordance with the

condi t i ons set forth by His Holiness Pius XI1."

In spite of the UN votes,for Israel atits low score

an t i sem i t i cmistake to consider country. With the exceptionBraz i1 an

of national i st i cby extremist,1 i m i ted number of outbursts groups—a
the 1930's andthe Vargas regime — inwhich at first tolerated bywere j

the object ofi n discriminated against1964, Jews nori n Brazi1
Braz i1of Israel,violence. Although

i np-athe t i c towards Jewish non-Israeli
the Brazilian Senatecharacter. for examp 1e,Thus, as

on 1y poss i ble

in general not supportive

once

even when international

this sense,

was sym-

issue was voted on by the

or will

Brazil represents one

in mind.

issue, we have

were not

times aga i nst,

early as 1953, 

condemned Moscow's anti-Jewish policies.

wh i ch on

i t wou Id be a

i ssues,

1948-52. The only two Latin-

that when we come

As an example of



One -Final observation regarding

the Par t i t i on of Palestine the Latin-Arner i c an
vote at the UN represented thus being o-Fvote ,

importance -For thecrucial
Israel i de 1egat i on to the UN included a special section which dealt with
Lat i n-Ameri ca, that being the only special section within the Israe1i UN

de 1egat i on. Howe ver, during the 1950s, Latin America.was considered by
Israe1 1 i m i ted
budge t and personnel o-F the new state I n
Israe1 opened its -F i rst 1e ga t i on
I t was on 1 y i n
o-F embassy..

came under consideration.

the early 1960s that the legation was raised to the rank

one third o-F the total

an area o-F peripheral

creation o-F Israel. During that time the

and -for the next -Few years,

1 951 ,
in Brazil, which was soon reciprocated.^

Israel . At the time o-F the vote -For

interest, particularly when the
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CHAPTER 3.

THE SINAI CAMPAIGN.
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Interests.

On July 23, 1 952, a major event occurred in Egypt, that was
to have on

the African continent. On That date, Col .
Gamal Abdu 1 Nasser and other conspirators, one of whom was Anwar al -
Sadat , executed a "coup d'etat" forcing King Farouk to step down.
taki ng con trol of the government and appointing Gen. Mohammed Naguib

the 1eader of Egypt. However , tensions soon developed betweenas n ew
Nasser and Naguib u n t i 1 in March 1954 Nasser seized power becoming
pr em i e r

ready to negotiate the fate of the Suez Canal and the Sudan.
the Br i t i sh . An agreement was reached wh i ch

stipulated that the British would evacuate the canal wi thin the next
By early 1955, Nasser saw his dreams of becoming the

a Pan-Arab federation threatened on two levels: at

home because of abroad, because
of the increasing importance of that was backed b>the

Br i tain.

as the the Arab nations, Nasser worked assiduouslyrecognized leader of

to arouse national istic Arab feel ings, tried to Mndermine Western i n-

fluence and started a guerilla campaign againsti n the Me d i terranean,
Israel. The arms needed to become

the West was notthe West—not becausecl ear 1y not to be found inwere
to breakbut rather because ofready to compromi se

with Hethe Western imperialistic powers.
"Baghdad Pact." Sythat theofthe declinewas equally eager to see

from Czechoslovakia whileAugust 1955, Nasser purchased modern weapons
from the Sov i e t Union.his partner, Syr i a,

1 twenty months.
leading figure in

unresolved problems and, most important,
" Bagh dad Pac t

So were

a strong leader of a strong nation

was buying its

Nasser was

an event

own arsenal

turned to the communi st bloc

To divert attention from these problems and to build his career

A Con f 1 i c t of

Nasser's own dec i s i on

and then head of state. Although anti-British since his youth,

and major consequences for

in July 1954,

a tremendous impact the political map of the Middle East
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At this paint, Nasser was openly claiming that his country had the
capacity to destroy Israel.
Nasser also sought recognition
support of the rebel groups that fought against British and French
i n f 1 u e n c e i n
i ts i n f 1 u e n c e i n Nor th Africa,
the we 1 1-be i ng of •Jews i n Nor th Africa,

i n t e r e s t . Thus, large scale massacres of Jewscommon in Moroc-
averted by the efforts of moderate Arab countries and French

forces. However, this express i on as an
open gesture of friendship towards Israel—not at in spite

appeasement was the game played by both Paris

I n Austral i a , Cremeau, M.P. , aske d what ap -September 1955, Mr .i n
whether buying arms fromPeared to be quest i on s

intentionEgypt's
But the question, and the requestpossible aggression against

to the matter was not naive at all. The point was soon madei nvest i gate
to and by the Austral ian Pari iament that Egypt was being armed byc 1 ear-

received commun i st ammun i t i on ought notthe communists and that whoever
thatsupport. The latter was the positionto be given Australia's

its Government to adopt in or de r t oAustralians Jewry tried to convince
Theits conflict with Egypt.Israe1 i nask for a favorable

the Arab-Israe1 i conf 1 i c tleadership did not viewJew i sh

Cu r t a i n

Austral i an

In his campaign against Western imperialism,

co were

indication of
4 

Israel.

v i ew on

a somewhat naive

Countries" was an

as a leader by Black Africa with his

Austral i an Jewry's Reaction.

a time when,

" I r on

in this area- they shared a

to launch a

that region. Since France did not want Nasser undermining
and since Israel was concerned about

of Nasser's pel icies, 
and London.^

i n 1955,

of sympathy is not to be seen
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on Iy in terms of c ommu n i sm aga i ns t Western democ rati policies but i t
i mpor tan t role i n ga i ni ng

Austral i an support
suspicious to Western European i n
Austral i a. usually considered
pro-Sov i e t , the Israeli Government,

the other

hand, the workers whithin the Labor Party, then i n the Opposi t i on, se n t

their warm congratu1 ations to the Mapai. However, this last i nformat i on

on 1y in the Yiddish supplement of The

5Jewish News but not its larger English edition.i n
By the end of October 1955, the Committee of Man a g e m e n t of the Execut-

i ve Counci 1 of Aus t r a1 i an Jewr y, ECAJ, sen t telegram to Prime Ministera

Menzi es, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and to the 1eader
Evatt. After expressing the.ir generalDr . concern

abou t the danger of Russian commun i st
expansionism through I n addi t i on,
the telegram contunued, v i tai

the telegram ask e d t h a t theFinal 1y,
theto stop Egypt's plans i n region.

the Jewish leadership it was ofAs we c1 ear 1y see,

extreme importance
Australia's mother coun try,
pro-Br i t i sh at t h a t time.

ECAJ asked the various boards thatI n e ar 1y November, the

this coincidingsold to Egypt,ented to protest against the "red arms"

wi th the t i me

time, the ed i tor i als J n

it can coun t... are theenip has i z i ng that II . .the only friends upon whom

Federal Opposition,

Austral i an

British be requested to take action

for Israel. Anything considered too leftist was

its new "puppet", Egypt, was stressed.

an element which played an

it repres

in England, on

is the bastion of democracy i n a

anti-America and anti-West, entered

"Israel
6 area and remains pro-British. "

independently of whether or not Israel was

of the

to stress that Israel was on the side of England,

Thus, when Mapam and Achdut Ha'avoda,
countries and so was the case

the Jewish press stressed the solation of Israel

was publ ished in Australia

the annual appeal for Israel was to start. At the same

some Western diplomats expressed their concern.

the situation'in the Middle East,

was indeed

in the opinion of
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Jews i n the i r On November 18, the editorial
of The Austral ian Jewish News openly ask. i ng for t o thewas an answer
appeal . The newspaper statement illustrates that for large number ofa
Jews support for Israe1 (I

hope that the thousands usually unconcerned by appeals of any nature

w i 1 1 , . . j o i n the usual donors.. . II In add i t i on to the appeal for f i nanc i al

support , together with the State

Zionist Counc i 1 of Vietor i a, called for a mass rally favor of Israeli n
and the press reported that well thousand people attended
that rally. Austral i an Jewr y's con tr i bu t i on to the appeal Isr ae1

7^100,000 of which 65Z was collectedto slightlycame in Melbourne,over
Sydney's Jews a t o t a 1 reflecting their historicallygave

r e 1 u c t an t p os i t i onmor e
I n the meantime I srae 1 was unable to get arms from Britain, France

or

were particularly reluctant t o arm
Israel . Al though such relations are complex, rangingthe reasons for
from personal opinions of top advisers and ministers to policies of

..10regional to diminishi n t e r e s t s , affair G i bl i did much thethe
reputati on eyes of both Americans and British, Theof Israe1 i n the

Ul Jew i sh press
of the Western countries not even when by theto sell

i nstai 1 at i ons .end of December, i nhanded over toBr i tain
An attack pol icies was not whatBr i tain'son

thebu ttheir best interests,and leadership considered to be i n
the pol icies of appeasement towardsincreasing isolation of Israel and

16Jewish News of December
t i meto attack Britain's policies for the first

tendency of SirIt stated thatanti tied

the Arabs by Britain impel led The Austral i an

of ^22,000 ,

O 
in matters related to Judaism.

was not part of their priorities:

7 
f ar —flung commun i ties."

"...the natural"Eden Bias."

the Victorian Board of Deputies,

in a courageous editorial

in- Austral ia did not comment on

over one

the unfavorable answers
arms to Israel,

..let us

the Australian Jewish press

the United States. The British and the Americans, who had unsettled 
9 the Jewish state,re 1 at ion w i t h



Anthony Eden...to befriend the Arab Isr ae1 der iues
i n the Foreign Office,years notorious for

pro-Arab bias since the days of Sir Ronald Stone..." Probably to calm
voices of disapproval within the Jewish community of Australia,

to show their uncommited loyalty to England,so eager the words of R.N.
Carvalho, in England, were
quoted in cou 1 d
not escape blame i n the Middle East,
whatever country fired the first shot.

I n asserting that Australia had still not began to deviate from i ts

advocacy of Br i t ish i n t e r e s t s , i t is helpful the beg i n-

1 956, 1 e c t ur e-1 cur was not

the mandatory period. Although this refusal might be i n t e r p r e t e d

pro-Bri t i sh stance rather than an anti-Israe 1 i gesture by the Australian
gov ernment i t in matters
that affected The caution with which
the Jew i sh c 1 ear 1 ywaspress

covering of matters related
to Israel always occupied the front and following pages of the news-

"Br i tain asked theit announced that1756,paper, whenm

US not 12. Up totiny space on pageto supply Israel with arms"
its approach towards the Middleremained neutral i n

East conf 1 i c t to wai t and seedecision
h ow

further verified by Foreign MinisterAustral ia's neutral i sp os i t i on
Casey's reply telegram of Octoberto the

Governmen t willbe assured that...the Australianstated that II ■ .you may
to resolve the presentsupport to the efforts being made

n i ng of

shown by The. Australian

lend its f i rm

president of the Anglo-Jewish Association

probably because of Britain's

its policy of appeasement towards the Arabs would develop.

granted to Menachem Begin

.this time Australia

from his many

cause and isolate

a v i sa

of service

should open warfare break out
1 1 II ’ 1

to visit Australia for a

i n a

J e w i s h N e w s , w h o s e
treated Britain's policies towards Israel

down some

because of his an ti-British attitude during

or could affect England's honor.

"With its present policy, Britain

indicates how sensitive the Government was

the same newspaper:

1955 sent by the ECAJ, which

on February 24,

to note th a t at

as a



deadlock .

In March 1 ?56, during a debate that took place
in London, Eden said that no importantmons

entering into the Middle East. The pos i t i on of the United States may
be illustrated by President Eisenhower's remark, under the influence
of Secretary of State John F. Du 1 les, to French Prime Minister Guy
Mol 1e t that there selling arms to Israel since the smal1

state could not de fend itself against the Arab nations. However , al so

in March, Er i tain admitted the danger of an Arab attack f or- th e first
time, al though it repeated that arms wi1 1 be sold to Israe 1 a t thatno
point, adding that the situation may change." The situation started
to change the international arena and a visible proof occurred when

of the Soc i al i st International, meeting in Zurich, passed
a resolution to Israel and

blamed the Arabs for Atthe t e n s i on s i n
increasing support of the Algerian FLN prodded France to

and to deliver a dozen modernr emembe r friendship with Israel
the United States,with the approval ofThe Canadians,

trying to reacha squadron of Jets. The English were stilla 1 so sent
Se 1 w i nof February,the last days

By the beginningLIoyd, had beenBritish Foreign Secretary,
the horizon. The Frenchof March, i t was c 1 ear

of March with no bet-luck with Cairo during the middleal so tried the i r
the returncoinciding withIn Australia,ter results the English.than

formedEmergency Councilthe Israel wasof a furious Lloyd to England,
as we 1 1Israelaid for asIts aim was to provide materialMarch 15.on

Evat tDr .By April,East conf 1 i c t .to the M i ddleabou t
thethe end of..it willthe UN failed Israel, " me anconcluded that i f

4

t i me Egyp t's 
h ere r

i n 
the Execu ti e

the M i ddle East J

inform the public

that no agreement was on

,J2

was no point in

jets "Mysteres .

numbers of arms were

in Cairo.
an understanding with Nasser and since

the same
asking the Western powers to provide arms

in the House of Com-
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organi zat ion i n the eyes of the world.

ested i n the -fair tr eat erne nt of Israel by the UN -for personal reasons,
great importance at a time when Australian Jewry was

trying to get the open support o-f their country in -favor o-f I srae1 ,
par t i cu1 ar 1y at this critical time when ECAJ diputation

to discuss matters related to Israel.

Because o-f the multitude o-f historical ties uniting Australia and
Br i tain and because o-f uniting Britain's
Jewry with Austral ia's Jewry, f or the latter to openly criticize

Britain's po1 i c i es i n the Middle East

Austral i a i t se 1 -f . But

-■tar ted to criticized i n

England began to demand arms supplied for I srae 1 , then Austral i a's
Jewish leadership and the Jewish press felt they could more openly speak
against those the i ncessant
reporting by the Australian Jewish press of English Jewry's reac t i on
to the conf 1 i c t there werei nand crisis

P o 1 i c i e s ,
when ,

of Great Britain openly demanded that the British government provide
r e J o i c e■ arms to Israel,

to avoid a feeling of an t agon i c

dual 1 oyalties.1 oyal ties,

president of the ECAJ, opened the 1 956In April 1 956, Ashkanasy,M .

enemies "...are encouragedUnited Israel Appeal

RR

,.15

Prime Minister Menzies

saying that Israel's

a meeting sponsored by the Zionist Federationby the end of March,

demonstrate that to criticize England because of some of her foreign

the Jewish leadership in Australia could only

was to meet with

and fortified with arms from East and West.

was tantamount to attacking

and the Jewish community had the chance

antagonic British policies. This explains

i ts words were of

the Middle East. Of course

was not an attack on Australia, not even against England. Thus,

Her friends among the

reports from England before the crisis, but now the focus was to

the equally close ties still

or rather triple

once the English Jewish organizations and leaders
their own government, once the opposition

Although Dr. Evatt was inter-
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Powers are The target -For the appeal was

representatives of the ECAJ met with Prime Minister Menzies and urged
him to support two points: immediate armed interventionan

in mind the petition during the

Soon after his arrival, Saphir expressed his conviction that
the Australian Jewish leadership had the means to explain to the
Aus t r a1 i an gover nmen t the importance of a change in Er i t ish Mi ddle
East pol i ci es. I n the mean t i me, the United Israel Appeal's solicitation
for funds appeared the Jewish press with the powerfuli n legend, "the
light must not fa i 1 . . . gi ve now! ! Tomorrow may be The Habonim

i d e a . Young people were encouraged to participate in different
kinds of work, from digging gardens and washing cars to baby sitting,
and to donate U.I.A. On April
i ty of Mel bourne , the Peace Club of

to hear the Arab,two hundred students went
Israel i , the Arab-Israeli dispute. Anand Communist accounts of

Lei bl er who spoke.for thelater given by I s i
time president of the National

. Un i on Leibl er—who was to becomeof Austral i an University Students.
the leading figures in the Jewish c ommu n i t y sa id that ".

initial-large numbers of non—Jews present wereal though many of the
the atmosphere wasCommun i st v i ews,to the Arab or

the mee t i ng. "1 7 One of thetowards the end ofnoticeably pro-Israel i
is that although a good number

U.I.A."

ly sympathetic

meeting of Commonwealth's prime ministers scheduled for the following 

mon t h.

symposium and some

confused and hesitant..."1® 
placed at ./l 50,000.

interesting comment was

a "Work-a-Day fortheir own way to help,

their earnings to the

one of

youth movements came up with

for Israel . Menzies promised to bear
and supply of defensive arms

Coinciding with this campaign, Joseph Saphir M.K

too late."

in the

things we may infer from this comment

Israeli standpoint and was at the

event of Arab aggression against Israel

5, at the Uni vers-

arrived in Austral ia on May 8. A few days before his arrival ,

that institution organized a
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of students were ready to be fair in judging the Arab-Israeli
conf 1 i c t , the Jewish committees designated to explain

ineffective i nor

F'ubl ic Relations Bureau subsidized by the ECAJ, the Zionist Feder-

at i on , president of the State
Zionist Counc i1 of Victoria, who wisely saw Arab influence making

par ti cu1 ar 1y i n terms of boycotts against
comp an i e s that hold products to Israel.

If Austral i an Jewry needed any more support from their fellow
br o there- in England, Brod i e,
Chief Rabb i of the British Commonwealth. A cabled message sent by him

and addressed to Australian Jewry read: "At this fateful time, Jews

deve1 -

opment and securi ty. . .

campa i gn was near 1 y accompl i shed. The state of Victoria raised over
Z'?0,000 , over

i n the first weeks of the appeal.

By the middle a

is obvious thatthat "...itnounced II

has changed a great dealvis-a-vis Israel

since and Israel is should be satisfied.
..20

in accordancethat Australia's policiescone 1 u s i on were

v i ewthan optimistich i s morec e r t a i n 1 y true.,was
England's attitudebi t premature.regarding Engl and's "change"

to anto comeits failure

Suez Canal and othertheinterests inagreement that satisfied its own

=1

30,0 0 0 was collected,

19

the Br i t i sh posi t i on

,.18

Wh i1e his

wi th Br i ta in's

in Sydney,

was a

their approach. The need to promptly organized a

everywhere must rally to support Israel's morale, material

a little bit late

came from Israel

wh i1e Perth rai sed

on his show, "This I Believe,

changed a few months later because of

in their timing

its way to Austral ia,

I see the general

the non—Jewish population were

etc. was

.Australian attitude as being parallel with that of Britain...

insisted on by N. Jacobson,

of June, Eric Baume,

their view to

1 ast year

this time the nourishment

The original target of the fund-raising

Jewish radio personality, an-



already committed to the ideologies proposed by
radio station 2GB, h i sBy theNasser .

its best,the' Jewish community was not at
particularly after his highly critical

to Austral i a .the Israeli representative

the Middle East and forget the propaganda...facts about

By August 5, France and England were

at the top oftroops in Egypt. However ,
pos i t i on

thei n
ofPresident E i s e n h ow er also wanted to avoid the use

h i sforce by France and England because
thatis possiblei tHowe ver,campaign in

1 os-Br i tainUnited States did not dislike
Thus,an urgenting control
the requesti n London attook p1 acemeeting, the Suez Conference,

August 16. The problem of Egypt'sthe American governmentof on
Fore i gn Mi n-theraised only by Pineau,blockade against Israel was

agreemen t ,involved reach anister of France. Although the powers

Nasser rejected the

Menzies onceIn Australia,
that he waspresident of the ECAJ,

the Jewish community wasof i sol at i on felt by
Jewish News onThe Austral i ani nillustrated by the editorial

1 eadersnot against theaccusation wasthe
i nformat-the manipulative

W!

again assured Ashkanasy,
working hard to find a peaceful

that could jeopardize

, . . 23London resolutions.

a d i p1oma t i c agr e ernen t was

comments in early March

use of

its comment on

to avoid an uncomfortable

the eyes of

areas that were

September 28. This time

t i me Baume made

now former

directed against Mr. Nurock,

solution. The sense

that e1ec t i on year.
perhaps the

to be the key player

c on s i de r i n g a plan to 1 an d

"give the

credibility in

within the Arab world and to continue
Middle East.

of the Western Powers but against

London's priorities in order

the idea of 

22 
of strategic points in the Middle East.

Durino that early March broadcast, Baume asked Nurock to

,21
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ion produced by the media: II

there a bias against Israel i n

■feel i ng was expressed by N. Jacobson i n relation to the back-and-
forth attacks between Israel and Jordan He sa i d
t h a t regret that large sections of the Australian. .we press
consistenly reported the retal iatory acts o-f Israel i n a most un-fav

or abl e light without acquainting the Austral i an public with facts

of aggress i ve J or dan i an a 11 ack s that led Israel to adop t a pol i cy
of m i 1 i t ar y r e t a 1 i a t i on in defence of its borders and peaceful

i sol at i on , now compounded by the fear
of impending international d i saster , was again stressed by the
edi tor i al

simple and prickling, "was . .Israel

Although diplomatic efforts continued, it became clear to Br i tain

and France that the

f

the Aswan High Dam onproject ,

•and the World Bank soon followed the same path in July 1956. After

Nasser's national ization of the Suez Canal Company, the Western
countries and their- allies gradually started to look suspiciously

the Suez conference i n London

failed to br ing
States openly time,av owe d,

the Canal,
i n the

"conei se27. for External Affairs presented aR.G.
Hethe arm i st i ce .going back to the days ofand factual" picture

to Israe1 ithe Suez Canal"...unjustified blockade ofexpressed the
25 and also mentioned the various protests, with no effect,

che r i she d dome s t i c

to freely use

took place

a debate on

ships. .

Americans retracted their offer of funds to help Nasser's most

Israe 1 i-Egyptian relations

the daily press." The same

in The Austral ian Jewish News on October 26. The message

Casey, Minister

citizens."24

at Egypt's regime. A few days after

The sense of

the right of Israeli ships

House of Representatives in Australia on September

..we...come to the cone 1 usion...that

is indeed alone."

an agreement and after England, France and the United

on their border .

for the first

the Nile, Br i tain

their armies would have to attack Egypt. Once
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that the Australian government handed or verbalized to Egypt. He
its problems

with

the UN
Secur i ty Counci 1 . Dr .

speech aga i sn t the inefficacy of the Security
Counc i 1 to i mp1 emen t its resolu t i ons. In an emotional tone he ad
ded that to the f ac t that Israel

,.26to stay. I he statements of the debate indicate the
shifting from to one favorable to I srae 1 . How-

t h e timingever , to indicate not so much a commitment toseems

Israe1 bu t a desire to al i gn

clearly perce i vabl e tendencies of the allies against Egypt.

of two different v i ewsOctober , to

the Jewish community

in Austral ia. The ECAJ stated through its new president Eisenfeld,

that i t was not Gn the otherthe moment for a public statement.
hand Lewis Wilks, to Combat Fascismpresident of the Jewish Council

said that only the UN should decide who was wrong
i n the British.East and not

Jewry and was actually lookedwas not representative of Australian

its alleged communist and pro-Sovietupon with distrust because of

I n had brought Israelthe meantime France
to attack Egypt and together withactive participant in p 1 anthe

forces startedBritain plans were worked Israel iOn October 29,ou t.
i gn and two days later allied Jets began to bomb

I srae 1airfields near Suez.

Two days beforehad occupied the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza strip.

the Sinai Campa

but d i rec ted his

the Mi ddle

Egxpt i an

and An t i semi t i sm,

its Arab neighbors through the United Nations and once more 

insisted that he,Just giving the facts and opinions of

By the middle

the Middle

One week later the war was over.

as an

a neutral position

..the Arab nations must face up

in re 1 at i on

itself with what were now the more

However, Wilk's organization

Evatt, who also spoke, agreed with Casey

East crisis were expressed within

onto the scene

is there

tendenci es.

also mentioned Israel's early attempts to resolve



12.

the end of the war the UN General Assembly approved

immediate cease-fire and the withdrawal of all occupy i ng

forces from Egyptian territory. The resolution was proposed by the

Un i ted States and accepted by a vote of sixty-four to five. An

embittered and cornered Eden agreed to

October 6 at

France failed to accompl ish their goals for the Suez Canal and

Nasser's regime.

W i t h the the ECAJ and the Zionist Feder-out break of hostilities
a t i on immediately handed a note of solidarity to the Israe1 i gov-

the Beth-Din asked to observe thein Melbourne

coming Sabbath because of thea day ofas

e v e n t s i n The same week a rally to supportthe 1 an d of Israe1.

the Magen The Board of Deputies hadDavid Adorn was organized.

sc hedu 1ed urgent, meeting for November 6 because of grave f i n -an

the mean-ancial problems the United Jewish Education Board. I nof
time, arrived from Jerus-the afternoon of November 5,on

al em ask i ng for the cable theAs a result offinancial support.

Jerusalem's request and an emergency

of Israel." The target ofissued under the slogan "Callappeal was
to be conducted within ten daysthe appeal

The Australian Jewish■starting November 8, with only cash accepted.

accurate 1yNews right afterthe '? of November,on
had comethe m i1 i tary bat 11epointed out that al though

only beginning: "Jews outside Israel may

the outcome of the Sinaifeel just i fi able pr i de i n
that may spelland economic pressurew i 1 1 have to face diplomatic

27 toi mme d i a t e answerA harangue asking foru1t i mate defeat. an

a resolu t i on

the d i p1omat i c

the war was over,

"prayer and dedication"

a cable

Pen i nsu1 a bat 11e
battle was

meeting focused its attention on

was ^250,000 and was

for an

to an end,

a cease-fire to start on

ernment, while

midnight. The French followed the British. Britain and
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the " Ca 1 1 of Israel " ended the editorial. The response o-f Austral
ian Jewry

The amount
December was still being collected. Once more the differences

popu1 at i on , Melbourne's Jewry raised three times more money than

Sydney's Jewry. In add i t i on to the dissapointing response to the
"Cal 1 number of volunteers went to Israel. The first!
group of volunteers, 1 eft
Austral i a towards the end of December wi th

S i nee the first a i m of
wi thdrawal of foreign forces from Egypt,
aggressor. Yet
Israe 1 ac ted i n se1f-defense. In accordance with this attitude,
the Foreign Minister of Australia, speaking at the UN expressedj

the opinion Israel's attack on Egyptthat . . .to say that i nwas

response to 'long provocations'
occurred by increasing pressurethe middle of November before forc
ed Britain their withdrawal from the Suezand France to announce
Canal . the statement may be critical i nOnce aga i n the timing of
understanding its meaning. Whether intended to support Israe 1i t was

te help the British gai their political i ni nor t i me manoeuvresn
By November 20,question.East at 1 east, an openis,

thousandin Egypt and another threeseven hundred UN forces were
the British officially announcedto arrive. On November 22,were

last British and Frenchtheir w i thdrawal theand one month later
demand's forbloc'ssoldiers left Egypt. The Soviet and Afro-Asian

The Western nat-t h e UN t o i mmed i ate 1y

organized by the Emergency Service Scheme, 
29 nine people.

of money raised was about00,000 and in

the Mi ddle

. 28 targe t .

i s a

Israel was labeled as an

between Melbourne and Sydney were clear. With almost the same Jewish

was rather

the United Nations was to effect a

a very smal1

slow and did not come close to the original

very moderate statemen t . ‘^^Th i s

intervene were no surprise.

the Western European countries maintained that
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to withdraw behind the 1 i n e s

Jew i sh press whi 1 e , the other hand, the attitude held by theona

Uni ted more. For example, the
ed i tor i al of The Austral i an Jewish News stated: "We now -find Dulles
purring because Britain has been -forced out of the Middle East. We

abou t Israe1< i t
i f I srae 1 did not exist),
set o-f cond i t i ons I n add i t i on ,

o-f prevalent during the long months that
preceded the Sinai Campaign, was felt again.

of December, less and less importance was
Jewry to the situation i n the Middle East. I t

is true that now mostly coming from Tel-Aviv and the
United States instead of Tel-Aviv and London,

involved support for Israel in Austral i a were
campaign for the "Callrelations was

smal 1 and only the appeal
i n g1y. There two ma i nare

invasion of Hungary by Russia, large contingentsas a resu1 t of the
in Australia and the focus wasJews started to arr i ve

directed to them. 1956 Olympic Games, which were heldtheSecond,
in Melbourne, including Jews,the Australian people,began: for

important part of their 1 ives and the Olympicssports are
concern atseem to have been

thati t became clearAfter England's withdrawal from Egypt,

the new power gradually "entering" the

j

and the whole

Towards the m i dd1e

few. The public

of Hungarian

given by Austral ian

the United States was

States was highly criticized once

their ma i n

a very

ion's now

happier man

i so 1 a t i on so

find him testy as ever is our view he would be a

the sense

the news,

increasing pressure on Israel

for the Magen David Adorn continued untir-

i n the Australian

reasons which explain the situation. First,

as blind as ever about Nasser
31 in the Middle East."

that time.

Rhodes armistice did not receive much notice

of Israel"

of the

were reported, but
the activities th a t
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awai t i ng the "Eisenhower Doctrine" Ther
efore , af ter UN General Assembly resolution on January 7,a 1 957
again demanded evacuation without previous set-
11 erne nt of the Arab-Israe1 i c on f 1 i c t, the ECAJ and the Zionist

asked Prime Minister Menzies to intervene with Eisen
hower the Suez
Canal an agreement could be

reached. This ini t i a t i v e , was welcomed by the South-African Jewish

interpreted as a call for action i n Com

monweal th c ou nt ri e s re gar d i ng the Middle East si tuat ion. In ac -

cordance with this strategy of ac t i on , a public meeting in sup
port of Israe1 was organized in Melbourne for February 6 and the

the Jew i sh press.
The I sr ae 1 and aprec-
i a t i on t o

Casey at took
place a t the UN, and particu1 ar 1y during February and March when

sanctions were proposed against Israel, the Australian government

voted against the beginning of March

Cabinet Member the

UN,

this wor1d.

criticisms against England's positionTowards the end of 1 955,

vis-a-vis Arab coun tr i es—par t i cu1 ar 1y its pol i cy of appeasement

t i me w i thin Au s t ra 1 i anthe first

ii

the Australian government for its pol icy expressed by 
34 

t h e UN .

Federat i on

request ap pe ar e d in

expressed gratitude for Australia's attitude at

Cone 1 us i on .

32 Middle East.

adding that "...forces for justice and truth still 
..35

meeting expressed support and admiration for

■During the difficult months of debates that

any sanction. At

towards Egypt—were raised for

Board of Deputies and was

to secure free passage for Israeli ships through

the Jewish press in Australia was anxiously
33 for the Middle East.

a three-quarter-page ad in

an Israe1 i

and to maintain UN forces until

instant Israe1i
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however-,

of Austral ian Jews, no t even when England's Jews openly criticized
the i r coun try . important for Australian

Jews than for in England i t se1f . Australian Jews also followedmany

their own government, which opted to wait
and see how England would decide to act regarding the Middle East
conf 1 i c t. Howie ver , the Jewish leadership and the Jewish press
felt, f e ar e d , and knew of Israe1 ' s increasing isolation and tried—
futile at temp t a t the time—to convince the Australian government

to abandon i ts Israe1s. The Austral i an

p os it i on c h an ge d i n f ac t once England was definitively unable to
t o term s w i t h N a s s e rcome of force was decided.

In spite of a pos i t i ve response —fi nanc i a 1 but also through
other wa y s — by Austral ia n 1956 regular UIAJews to the campai gn

held in April-Hay of thet h a t to be repeatedyear
w i th Eas t a few monthsthe outbreak of hostilities i n the Middle
1 a t e r . Au s t r a 1 i an Je.wr y' s

approximately sixty percent of the Emergency Cal 1 f i nanc i al targe t

remained unfulfilled and the amounts pledged were paid sluggishly.
The the very smal 1 number ofi npoor

volunteers who went to Israel.

Al though general c on c1us ion ,the
identificationit may have resulted in a growing,react i on stands, new

•with Israel gradually but i ni ncreas i ngly

which best exemplifies this trend was expressed by Reverend John

Student Christian Movement andAl exander , the Austral i an1eader of

to the warPr i orsub-Dean of Ormond College Melbourne University: "

they do so successful-

the warthree months afterly today. comment was made

!

i 
-

Jewish students did not present
36 " ■ The

was not approved by large segments

England's honor was more

reaction was also reflected

was over.

a slow and disappointing .

Jewry. Th i s cr i t i c i sm,

same answer was not

and the use

neutral position and to favor

a coherent uni t as

its center. A comment

reaction was slow and disappointing:

the cau t i ous v i ews of
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Jewry's Reaction.Brazi1 i an

importance of England'sthethe -First part o-fI n
theEast and its impact onpos i t i on

its Jewry was discussed.andits popu1 at ion,Austral i an Gove r nmen t

connecti on s be tween England and Austra 1 iThe historic
i nreactions of Australian Jewry, had no para.leithe context of

influencedpower that hadPor tugal ,the Braz i 1 .ofcase
to be a mi1 itaryinstitutions ceased long agoBr az i 1 i an an dc u 1 t u r e
the Middle Easterninterest in11 had noinfluence.won 1 d

voiceand had no realconf 1 i c t
felt by Australian Jewry

the mandatory poweras
invasion ofthepartner inactive

shared by Brazilian Jewry, although they followed withEgyp t n o twere
af t e rthe Zionist cause, particu1 ar 1yinterest events related togreat

theirdistanced sincethey were moreWor 1 d War Never the 1 ess,I I .
of a col on i al powertacit supervisionthecountry was not under

the case with Australia.as wasdirectly i n v o 1 v e d i n
i tslack of antisemitismIn spite of the

Jewish consciousnessofdeveloped a sense
notidentification

Brazil i an Jewrybecause
interests weretheirthat way since

andsoc i alincreasing theirthe goal of further

economic status.

the Jewsthe Sinai Campaign,The ofyear

II

a, which shaped

the government required it, but rather because
ma inly soc i al

concerning the Middle

felt comfortable

a result of England's

Jewry never
nor a strong

1956, was notable for

the expectations and even anguish that were

direct intervention as

this thesis,

or political

the conf 1 i c t

and economic, with

the colonial

later on as anin Palestine and

in Brazil's soc i e ty,

with Jewish causes. A low profile was mantained,

in Brazil's foreign policies. Thus,



of Brazi 1 due the Jewish community: the
"A Hebrai ca", and sports club in Rio de

Janeiro,

reaction of Brazilian Jewry to the 1956 crisis

i n-

of different
Jew i sh club to meet their i ncreas ing soc i al needs.

of cap i tai from Jewish the
a highly respected Jewish school

t o
than

the school's finances.

de ta i led account of the
coherent explanation

Another difficult situation developed at
The Jornal reported the resignations of fourIsrael i ta of January 22,
members of the II

clear behind These members were:any doubt.

Wai tsman, Erlich. The problem at that
involved the diversion of capital to private pockets. Al

legations of fraud made against the president of the organizat-wer e
i on ,
with Months passed bybrother who resided inthe help of his

i nst i tu t i on

involving the diversion

Moshe Zinguerevitch, who was accused of diverting CrS 750,000
39Israe1 .

a soc i al

"Talmud Tora School",

"Hevra Kadisha",

Bernardo Diamant, Alter

It was only in early May that a general

financial discrepancies. A general meeting was

eluded performances by various dance groups and speeches by members
. . 37organizations .

in spite

1,000 people who requested information about

in Rio, was

their names

Rio's Jewry was delighted to have a

In early January,

use of funds and was also unable to give a

inauguration of

construction expenses of Cr$ 27,000,000. Celebration of the event

attended by more

scandalous frauds involving major Jewish

to three occurrences in

under pressure due

The board of directors was unable to give a

and Zinguerevitch was still president of the

. • 40of continuing accusations.

Hevra Kadisha's" board who wanted to keep

institutions in

in the Mi ddle East .
the new and exclusive Hebraica Club opened, after

institutions. Thus,

Rio, and the shameful

Shlomo Cytryn, and Shmil

3 R of the school's balance sheet.

the "Hevra Kadisha" of Rio.

Far less pleasant were the fund management scandals that occurred in Rio
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meeting was proposed to discuss Zinguerevitch's position. By then,
the amount u n d e r i nvest i gat ion was established as being US$ 10,000,
si i gh 11 y inferior to the former amount given The date
for times and, elections

Thus, during the Sinai Campaign,
the major i n s t i t u t i on s of Jew i sh in Rio de Jane i ro, wh i ch was
usual 1y i n v o 1 v e d i n
and anger by the 1 ocal Jew i sh p op u1 a t i on.

Still another problematic this t ime involving

the "Organizacao Sionista Unificada"(Unificada or OSU) of Rio. The OSU
was another example of internal
embezz1 emen t the v i c t i ms were
the donors and the State of Israel. By February of 1956,

clear—and official—that the "Un i f i cada" was h avi n g a difficult
t i me wh e n for new board members and president.
In March, president and board of directors were appointed and,
foilow i n g to separate the funds of the OSUthe elections, a motion
from funds collected by organizati "Keren Haan d

conti nuous
cl i mate on August 19,Thus, thethe
General Zionists publ ished a note addressed to the

l> ■..Since there
and after all at-w i thin

temp ts to mel iorate and to mend the
i nstrumen tthe Unificada, which has become anresolve to leave

the expression ofand is no morei n the hands of certain groups
.,4 5its institutions.the responsibility and unity of

That the

the meeting was changed several

i n November

"Un i f i cada" unifying element anymore — if

Yessod"

" 1 i fe"

4 of collected funds.

possibility ofserious Zionist activitiesis no

of suspicion within

in cruzeiros.

the collection of money, was viewed with suspicion

ons such as "Magbit"

was not a

situation occurred,

situation had failed, we

a new

one of

“Yishuv" which stated:

intrigues and a possible new case of

i t was

"Un i f i cada. "

it ever

it announced an election

44 was turned down. The elections did not remove the

finally, new
took place only

the present trends of the Unificada,

This time, however,
"bona fide"



in October when this time "Mi zrahi"the and

Although a state verging on chaos

this institution. If a single

word could sumari ze the situation of Rio's Jewish organizations at the

time, that word would be "fraud." A May 10 article at the Aonde Jarnos

magazine frankly stated the si tuat i on at the "Uni f i cada. “

While Jornal Israe1 i ta's aim was to give a generic picture of the

Jewish communi ty, in particular that of Rio de Janeiro, the smal 1 er

bu t incisive Aonde Vamos becamemore the center of the controversy
r e gar ding the . The Aonde Vamos' ar tide stated that some -

sixth of the original amount of funds collected fora

Israe1 went , in fact, to Israel. The appointment of

and board of directors for the "Unificada" which took place i n March
seen by thewas and from other written Jewish

i tsources the chaotic situation did not endthat at least
with the change of in March. Aonde Vamos'its executive article cont

inued by say i ng:
u ...but what imposed as president ofto do when Winterstein was
the Unificada and the democratic process
than ever? How to accept that holy funds assigned to 'medinah' (sic)

being diverted and used to finance local policies and a greatare

deal of expenses?..."

and many of the"Un i f i c ada"Aonde Vamos continued theits attacks on
i t statedby the middle of Juneorgan i zat i ons Thus,i t repr.esen ted.

"Un i f i cada"pos i t i ons at thethat some

indeed so chaoticKeren Kai erne t

t i me s on 1y

thirty people occupying executive

" Un i f i c ada"

"Magbi t-Keren HaYessod",

was evident,

The situation was

is now more offended (sic)

a new president and

as an

was— came

was c1 ear

as no news
"Hapoel Hamizrahi" reported the failure of

46 umbre11 a or gan i z a t i on.

magazine as a fake,

its position on

one may ask what triggered the crisis at

the "Unificada"

made their living through the funds collected by

1 e I srae1" , e tc .



regarding the misuse of -funds collected -for Israel that, as Aonde

Vamos reported, the establishment of

these -fund-raising

One i s compelied to ask what role the Federation had
representative o-f Jew i sh i nst i tu t i ons i n this rather stormy situat-
i on . Al though the headquarters o-f the Federation were in Sao Paulo,

it also had offices in Rio de Janeiro and local matters were treated

w i thou t c 1 earo p e n

be twe e n the two most important Brazilian cities and Jewries. As
indicated i the i ntroduc t i on,n

to the will for self-determination and the megasuccess due
1 om a n i a w h i c h part of most Jewish organizations. The failure ofwere

so obvious that the Jornal Israel i ta could openly write about the

i n s t i t -

I n "Un i fi cada"early February, before the situation became

p u b 1 i c 1 y acrimonious, regretted that it was not asked

to mediate i nst i tu t i ons .the conflicts involving several

addressed to the Y i sh u v ,"

to know through organs of the local Jew i sh

of accusations against leaders of Jewish i nst i tu t i ons.. .press,
which has to dodeeply laments the occurrence,

is surpr i sedwith communi ty andthe prestige and honor of our
interest were notby the fact issues of obvious publicthat

50IIthe Federation...the consideration ofpresented for

the Federation whenadded to the fragile record of
i t sough t to cleara few months later, and for unexplained reasons,

the of the Ze ifman brothers,name

II

the Federat ion

the Federati on

a committee to supervise all

48 activities was under consideration.

legitimate representative of Brazilian Jewry was

Rio's Federation

as a

"pouquissimo prestigio"(very little prestige) earned by that
. . 49u tion .

issue of rivalry existed

chances of

A sad note was

In a note

against whom a

the Federation stated the following:

as a

a centralizing power did not have many

interference since a

"herem" was estab-

"The Federation came



JZ
lished years before—and ratified at the time by the Federation—
for alleged colaboration with the
ion's at temp t angry protestations followed, thus creating a rotted

of Jew i sh i nst i tu t i ons.
In Sao Pau 1 a general the time under

than
the one offered by Rio de Janeiro, way reflecting the different
character of
beaches, relaxed atmosphere;

the f i nanc i alas center of Brazil, as
though as f r i e n d1y any Braz i1 i an than Rio. A1 t houghas

that became part of Rio Jewry's everyday 1 ife ,
serious problems also affected and afflicted some of Sao Paulo's

i n January of 1 956, a farewell meeting
for failed to be successfultraveling to Israel
because of the "lack of interest demonstrated by our 1 eaders,
relations with the youth had been of a theoretic character only.

An unexpected attack against the occurred during that f ar e-"Magbi t"
we 1 1 meeting when Adalberto Cor inal di,of the speakersone j

president of Sao Paulo's accused people of using theIIUn i f i cada
"Magbit" for personal his attack was directedpurposes. Apparently,

i ns-and not against Jewish leaders or
Cor i nal di's- di atr i be had as its target thoseI n fac t ,

who used the to send their children to
I srae 1 qreat1y reduced price while they were wealthy enoughf or a

Cor i nal d i ' sto do the subvention of those organizations.so wi thout

attack was criticized i n
. . .unjust...an d

whose
..52

t i t u t i on s .
"Un i f i cada"

lacking the scandals

the Jewish press as "...unelegant and inop- 
..53por tune ... "

a result more organized and,

against the general public

consideration

image for the Federation's already poor performance as the central-
51i z i n g voice

a former

nazis. As a result of the Federat-

i n a

and a

I n add i t i on,

reveals a much calmer, more organized situation

Jewish institutions. Thus,
young "madri ch i m"

ci ty, more "al er t"

its geographic beauty, celebratedthese cities: Rio with

"Magbi t" and the

the next month the

overview of its Jewry at

Sao Paulo with its growing power



Federation aknowledged some problems, which were reflected by the

resignation and later readmission of its president. The only clue

given the "Hevra Kadisha," which was
i n

at the During the Israelite of Rio
reported that the "Un i f i cada" of Sao Paulo was close to extinction
du e to the 1 ack of needs of the

Thus , i n 1 ?56, the Jewish community of Brazil i nwas
to chaos regarding important sectors of its leadership and,

i 1 1case , prepared to act i n an organized way. This was particularly
i n R i o d eso Janeiro where distrust of

institutions of Jewish 1 ife was an upsetting fact. In Sao Paulo,

by far less notorious than in Rio, bu t stillwere a
strong Jewish leadership, to forgeab 1 e i n

matters related to Judaism and Israel, seemed to be lacking. The

fact that Sraz i 1 i an Jewry was unabl e to present a coherent internal
front and to to terms with its own diversity was best i 1 1 ust-come

rated by of Rio de Janeiro, e n t i tiedgiven by Rabbi Lemle ,
" Salvemos is interesting toour home) . I tLar
not i ce the disintegrating Brazilianoffered to save
Jewi sh home : to beaccording to Lemle,the
uni ted i n Th i sre 1 at i on

by Jewish communities around the world which
tended to focus the cause of Israelon

up with, thus neglecting creativity inthey could come
their The exag-their respective diasporas.c i rcumstances i nown

Israel for
si tuat i oni ritual created withsurvival

Fl

communi ty was, 
56 to Israe1 .

the problems

the solution

of Juda i sm

accused of dishonest favoritism

. 54cemetery.

• 55community.

pattern of behavior

a committed conciousness

same month the Jornal

o nosso "(Let's save

a sermon

in any

the adjudication of grave-lots

some of the most important

their own
time an uncomfortable

is an outsanding example of a

a state close

leaders with an understanding of the

gerated focus and dependence on

"en passant" was a problem at

as the best expression



Si

issue became•for most ,

intern a t-an

theregarding the role ofi on al
fundamen tai i ssue

the Zionist movement and Israel,representatives o-fwhen -for most

peripheral to the centrality ofdiaspora was and i sthe Jewish

to the generalized indifferenceI srae 1 . I n the

the centerto becomebig push was needed for Israelto Judaism, no

is totill unanswered quest i onfor Brazil ian Jews. The s

Jews.important for most Brazilianwhat extent this

Braz-of March brought an unusual movement regardingThe month
Z i on-leadership, most particu1 ar 1y those engaged in
Jew i shmeet i ng of Lati n Ameri canearly march,i st activities. I n a

Its main goal wasin Montevideo, Uruguay.
stated its vehementi ts support for Israel. The congressto dec 1 are

of United States''tactics"

John F.Secretary of State,

Israel . It al so

to the governmentsse11 i n g armsthe UN wh i1eof preaching peace at

i tsi t i c i zed forArab world."of the "feudal

and charged wi th trying

the Middlei nits failure
Following the meeting,

i nand other countries

to Brazil was
the a i mHe stated that

investing in IsraelJews i ninterest Brazi1ianto
Sincecoop erat i oncl imate of economic w ith Brazi1 .

pol icy of appeasement towards the Arabs
East by risking Israel's . L 57 security.

protest against the d i c tator i al
Dulles, for blocking arms sales to

by P i n ch as Sap i r, Israel's 
5 8 Minister of Commerce,- who arrived on April 8.

representatives visited Brazil

to save

concern was

diasporas is also a

a number of

England was also

protested against against dubious Soviet policies

the area. The

of concern

to be defined, particularly

mos t significant visit

and to create a

i 1 i an Jew i sh

of his visit was

case of Brazil, due

communities took, place

commun i ty . The policies of Israel

if not all diasporas once the Palestinian

n on-La t i n American Jewish

increasing element of friction between Israel and the



Israel ' s

independence, he was the official representative of his country
the organization of the popular celebration

was i t was sw i tched
f r om the i n Sao Pau 1o, where everyone could
attend, private banquet in honor of Sapir and which was at-

Israe1 i ta's
Independence Day, which usually attracted between 10,000 to 18,000

i n 1 956 that left out the notan

important donors and non-inf1uentia 1so

added the newspaper ,

con t r i bu t e to Israel ,

On June 14, the Mayor of Tel-Av i v, Haim Levanon, arrived in Sao
Paulo and declared the annual of
ficial 1 y The Jewish leadership went out of i ts way to createop e n .

"aura of prestige".an for Levanon's arrival: the Chief of Protocol
govern

ment were part of the welcoming retinue.
I t appears that fund-raising campaigns for Israel v i ewedwere

with so much distrust by the Jewish community, whose hearts and

the community's confidence through wellnecessary to reestablish
the state of theI n add i t i on,

thealmost coinciding witheconomy was not in good shape:

Kubi tchek's five

increasinglywhich occurred on February of 1956, theyear term,
suffered a slowdown largely due to aeconomy

international market, which

elected president Juscelinobeginning of newly

drop j n

pockets had been shamefully

booming Brazilian

of Sao Paulo's Administration and a

the leadership asked the entire community to

59 
each according to his means.

organized and serious activities.

to a

"elitist celebration"

the- price of coffee

tended by prominent Jewish personalities of Brazil. The Jornal

iticized for being unusually elitist since

fund-raising campaign for Israel

representative of the

60

Zionists. On the other hand,

correspondedt in Sao Paulo, noted that Israel's

deceived by some leaders,

"Est ad i o do Pac aembu "

in the

his visit coincided with the eighth anniversary of

people, was

for the event. However,

that it was



was
the sum of these c i rcumstances, distrust of the Jewish community

its leadership and the difficultregarding most of times in re 1at-
that brought about the publication of

amazi ng adver t i semen ts published in orderever
to attract attendance for a public r a 1 1 y i n support of Israel,

organized by the "Keren HaYessod-Magbit" of

early Ju ne . it stated

in large print: "NO FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES."

As for
of J u n e , four months later

were made p u b 1 i c , on 1y lists containing names of donors. I n
add i t i on , Cron i ca

i n the October 31page , e d i t i on ,
production and exportation ofto be used(agricu1 tore,

phosphate , etc.) , which must have been a relief for some donors,

though one wonders how the Israeli government wou1d k now how to

di str i bute amount of money not yet fully collected and,an

In any case,

it indicated the need for exp 1 anat i on

muni ty to the credibility of fund-raising campaigns.i nsure

It should be noted that although

i t was

an edit or i a1 i n

that of the few organizations which deserved total

con f i de nee. In Rio,

August at the house of its president, A patternIsrael

and negatively helped to create an atmosphereincreasingly popular

inflation and econom i c

to attend,
62

middle

“Magbit,"

could give

initiated a fund-raising campaign in
63 Saube1 .

information about how the money

of meeting at private houses rather than at publ ic places became
64

it was still underway. No amounts

felt by the Brazilian Jewish com-

raised was

Perhaps i t

Rio de Janeiro in

"Magbi t"

some criticism was raised against
never accused of mismanagement of funds. Furthermore,

After calling for the "Yshuv"

the fund-raising campaign, which began by the

i nstab i1 i ty.

a rather unexpected, detailed explanation.

h ow i t

"Magbit" was one

the Cronica Israelite of October 31, pointed out

ion to Brazil's economy,

resu1 ted in

one of the most

Israe1 i ta of Sao Paulo published on its first
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organized within neigborhoods,the meetings were

branch! The motto of Rio's campaign was"Magbi t"

the amount of money collectedHaMagbi t" an d,"Koi

Although the Sinai Campaign began
thatdid not change very much.

the Middlei nunaffected by the military crisisi t was almost
No st a teral ly was organized in support of Israel.Eas t. No pu b 1 i c

the Federat i onments of
organ i zat i on

the press.
by Jewish youth groups trying to deal withi mp or t an t activities

the end of October and theEven atthe Mi ddle East.the events i n
Rio revolved around thei nbe ginning of Nov embe r, Jewish concerns

and a heavilythe "Hevra Kadisha"ongoing problems of fraud in

finally cancelled

Israel. Perhaps thebecause of
interest was "Magbit", which estabwhich continued to show active

towards the end of Decernfund-raising campaign
of November 11, thought itits editioni nIsrael i ta,The Jornal

the first page an

es that led to Israel's

dec 1arededed that ed i t i on the

praised the efforts of
statements wereSimilar positiveto unite

also expressed by the third
Colect i v i dadeEntidades Re pre sen tativas da

army, and invited the community

was not made public.

on 1y organ i zat i on

was necessary to publish on 
invasion of Egypt. During the week that prec- 

its support for Israel,

every one of which

"Un i f i cada"

There were no particularly

in Brazil

lished an emergency
65 ber .

the Israeli 
66 

in supporting Israel.
national meeting of the "Confederacao das

Israelite de Braz i1 "

publicized visit by Nahum Go 1dman , which was

asking the Brazilian government to support Israel's

cause were reported in

In fact, one may say
on October 26, Jewish life

the situation in

of division among the members of the community. This was so because

or any other representative Jewish

created its own

as i n Sao Pau 1o,

explanation of the caus



the hand held out by Ben-Gurion. The influential 0 Estado de Sao

Pau 1 o declared that

the most ex treme reaction was expressed by Loureiro Gama of the

Corre i o Pau listano,

A number of interesting observations were published by the

magazine Aonde Vamos.

the conflict , of a

smal 1 However ,

the identity crisis

w i thin a general dissatisfaction with i tsas

This dissatisfaction does not completely explain the

the crisis within the community became evident for Brazilian
once, the conflict of

chance to see what was.

of the Jew i sh communi ty regarding the Sinai Campaign was shameful

and disappointing. Another effort in support of Israel that appears
to have been neglected by Brazilian Jews—and Israel's representa-

to

certainly ill prepared to
support it offered wasand the moralway to support Israel,

infrequently channeled

helped to build a Brazilian Jewish identity, i den t i tyif thateven
toI tits center.as
thisto the Brazilian government duringnote that the first appeal

and i t was r e 1 a t -the middle of December,period did not occur until

Perhaps

inaugurati on

i n d i f f e r e n c e

t i v e s in

Jews themselves

organized public relations campaign
1 Uu 74
lobby government officials.

1956 was over and they had a

Braz i 1 •?—was an

their reaction

find a

emergency fund-raising campaigns revealed an

Israel's invasion was "lamentable." Perhaps

the organ concluded that, with the exception 
73 

i t was morally with Israel .

the community as well

1 eadershi p .

is interesting

The Jewish community of Brazil was

it displayed in matters related to Judaism and Israel.

into concrete activities that would have

Analyzing the Jewish community's reaction to

Nevertheless, the response

had to have a distant Israel

who viewed the military crisis as the "official
72of Wor1d War III."

number of communists,
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a public rally to protest against

Egypt's treatment of

regime's persecutions of Jews

The rally, which was also attended by a number offor December 1 5 .

ended with a pleapolitic!ans,
1 i v-of the Jews stillasked to mediate and to offer to accept some

ing in Egypt refugees.as

the General Secretarythe conflict,the mi 1 i tary end ofW i t h
the General Assembly,recommendation ofof foilowing thethe UN,

to send soldiers asalong with other countries,asked Braz i 1 ,

the Gaza strip and theUN force which was to controlpart of a

navigation throughsou them straits to assure

Brazilian Congress, after longthe Gulf of Aqaba. The National

East as part ofto the Middleagreed to send 520 soldiersdebate ,

the UN forces.

affected the prestige of JewishThe various frauds that

distrust to the usualinstitutions added disappointment and

towards Jewi sh causesc1 i ma te of i n d i f f e r e n c e

In add i t i on

the Federation

to theIn relationinternally divided.
indifferent andi t wasthatsay

for Israel.suppor t
its 1eadersh i p i 1 1

of the
and. spor t ac t i v i ties wereSoc i al

sought to keep aand Jewsthe Mi ddle East,i nwar

. important Jewish organizations, particularly

and Gao Paulo,' wereof both Rio de Janeiro
Jew i sh commun i ty's

1ow profile.

Israeli prisoners of war, and against Nasser's

Cone 1 us i on.

"free and innocent"

to President Kubitchek, who was

by Brazi1ian Jews.

ed to humanitarian causes. Thus,

to the problems regarding misuse of funds, many

living in Egypt was organized in Rio

reaction to the war, one may 
prepared to organize 

not suspended because

and the "Un i f i cada"
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end of December;

organized the campaign,

ii

4

An emergency -fund-raising campaign was organized towards the

the amount o-f money collected was not made

it seems that a climate of indifference

continued to be the mark of Brazilian Jewry.

public but, according to the reports from "Magbit," which
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"Organizacao Sionista Unificada do Brasil" sent a

the "Unificada"In the letter,

reached their peak at the beginning of 1957, when the board

to be formed for that purpose, under the
in an Ethics Committee ("Tribunal Social

"Unificada" and Aonde Vamos continued during the

accused Aonde Vamos of using the organ in a personal
2 i on i st or gan i z a t i on s.

June 14,
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the publ i c attendance to the ral 1 y were mentioned by either
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Preliminaries of War.

that -followed the Sinaithe negotiations

United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) wasthe1956,crisis of

Instead,the Gaza Strip and Sharm el-Sheikh.over

theonce
1957. Theinto

and the Straits ofSharm el-Sheikh,forces inUNEF did station
thereby opened to Israeli shipping. Although -.he

occupation of the GazaIsrael i
it cl earmilitary action, Ben Gurion made

into the Gulf ofthat any
the UNEFF r om t h e

security nor fulfilling

Regarding the most important Westerni t had under taken .the tasks
t r us twor thy friends:powers,

and Francehad been ambiguous,

would not act alone.

not clearly defined and thismade by Eisenhower
'assurance'

might be worth i n
the Sinaithat passed sinceDuring the almost eleven years

achievement and interof economi ctermscampa i gn , Israel
ties with manyeconomi cIt established firm

Af ri can nations,

Bymuch more complex.the situation wasthe Arab countriesI n
controlled the militarythe Ba'a th Party1957, in Syr i a,

strongest political force.theCommuni sts weregovernment and the

supposed to take

Israelis evacuated the Gaza Strip, the Egyptians rushed

England's relations with Israel

Regarding the United States, the promises

uncertainty led the Israelis
2 

the end."

expand its economic

leadership decided that Nasser's

hor i zons even

Tiran were

and appointed a governor on March 18,

to "wonder what an American

attempt to blockade Israeli passage

Aqaba would mean war.

was not capable of assuring Israel's

grew i n

Strip was not worth a

As an outcome of

in 1957, were

England and France were not the most

that area

Israeli point of view,

national support.
and during the 1960s sought to

3 
to Austral i a.
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i
I n d'etat put General Abde 1 Kari m Kass i m i n

1 958, he was overthrown i n 1963, The new government led by
program of Arab nationalism and anti -Westernism

and asked the Sou i e t Un i on to be its supplier of arms and economic
help. Also i n 1 958, Egypt and Syria merged to form the United Arab

lasted until 1961 .

internal problems, common

cause against the " reactionary" countries such as Saudi Arabia and
a] 1

hatred of I sr ae 1 .
" 1 i berat i ng the Arab Nation from the peril of Z i on i sm . Howe ver,

: m-
mediate action against Israel. Instead, Nasser proposed the for-

a United Arab command and a fighting organization of
Palestine Arab refugees. In 1964, the latter became- known theas

Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) and was headed by Ahmed

Shukairy,

Nat ions.

Elgroup ,

and unnatural those fighting groups by Egypt and Syria,creation of

Egypt i an-Israe1 i the Syrian-Israeliborder was reasonably calm,

the terrorists would also attack from Jordan.border was not. Often,
Syr i ai n
1966.brought extremist Ba'athists—the Jadid faction to power i n

Nasser was

and Jordan'sto war against Israel,was urging Egypt to go

Egypt by accusing it of usingcontinued to embarrass

Nasser 'sfrom i ts terr i tory.to attack Israelthe UNEF as an alibi not

■

J

Ira^: , 

u n t i 1

King Husse i n

the old cycle

Syr i a

In add i t i on,

Kassim advocated a

a new coup d'etat

i n powera coup

In spite of their own

a former Saudi Arabian representative to the United

being pressured towards violence since

as eager as the Syrian leadership to launch

Syria and Egypt were the most outspoken for
„4

The situation became more violent once

Republ ic and their union

Jordan. Moreover,

Fatah, was based in Syria. As a result of the manipulative

these "revolutionary" countries had a

mat i on of

of raids and reprisals started again. While the

Nasser was not

The PLO was based in the Gaza Strip. A more extremist

of them were united in their ever-growing
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hes itat i on may be attributed to Egypt's economy,

usual state : near bankruptcy.
Of although it appears to be an understatement,course, threats

variety o-f Arab nations were not new
events i n In fact, the war of June

1956, when the
year before the situation- exploded.

since 19'56 was fought on April 7, 1967,

between Syria and Israel: Israeli fighter planes shot down six Syrian

Mi g-21s i n Syr i an territory and then flew over Damascus. 11 was

imp or tan t the size of

because of Egypt's rather uncomfortable position after it had failed

important to show Egypt's commitment to lead the war ofmor e
liberation against Israel.

Since the early April episode,

tributed to the belligerent atmosphere by charging Israel with
preparing for war against Syria and with increasing the concen
trat i on of troops along its borders. The Soviet Union continued to

the regimes of Syria, Egypt and Irak through its right tosuppor t
and to produce virulent anti-Israeliveto i n the United Nations,

• propaganda.
ordered the UNEF to evacuate the Gaza StripOn May 16, Nasser

the Secretary General ofand U Than t,
not able

too soon he cap itu-A1 1given
few days prior to Egypt'slated to Nasser's demand.

request, Nasser sent the first troops

from Syr i an

The most important battle

against Israel coming from a

as one might have expected,

1967, was much

terrorist activities, particularly

more unexpected than
the Middle East.

i t was i n

it was necessary to explain this and even

to the Sinai border, using

to aid Syria. Nasser felt

not only because of

which was in

the responsab i 1 i ty of his position.

the confrontation, but

Gn May 14, a

territory, continued uninterrupted. The Soviets con-

" sme11“ of war was

the UN, unfortunately was

in the

to handle the situation as well

air for at least one
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I
the fal 1ac i ous excuse

Demonstrating an astonishing lack■forces along the Syrian border.

o-f political U Thant ordered the UNEF evacuation on May 18,skills,
and four days later he

M o r e occurred not because of a planned

strategy, to permit a

retraction. 11 was
that could have been averted, at least for a few years. That
possibility evaporated sometime during the week of May 15 to May
22. that he had .to prove something,
he could have been satisfied with recovering the Gaza Strip without

some point,
U Thant was on his way to Cairo, Nasser

the Gulf of Aqaba: a move not expectedof
su r p r i seeven

i t

al 1 the
were full of hosti1e, sudden ,
finally forced Israel to act military on June 4.

Austral i an Jewry's Reaction.

Jewish circles were not particularly alarmed atIn Australia,
the Middle East. The feeling changed byi n

the Jewish pressthe middle of May 1967. Towards the end of April
blind aggressions against Israel as well as

■ III

a war

c r it i c i z e d Syr i a's

the events taking place

was on his way to Cairo.

an examp 1e .

twenty days that preceded the war

by the Soviets, whose

than once events have

however, he decided to go on.a mi 1 i tary ba111e. At

announced the closing

their predictable reaction of support for the Arabs. Therefore

but because rhetoric has gone too far

is quite believable, even with

that there was a concentration of Israel i

calm prior to May 16,

Perhaps if Nasser did not feel

and unexpected moves by Egypt that

Perhaps the Six-Day War is

On May 22 1967, while

appears that although the situation in the Middle East was not at



Russ i a' s bl i nd suppor t of Arab nations.
t o symp a t h a i z e w i t h
proach that favored "status quo.a

Perhaps the most important event during the month of April was
the preparat i on the 1967 UIA campaign. The deputy Director of
the British Commonwealth Division

Mr . R i v1 in, arr i ved towards the very end of April
campa i gn. 0 n e of R i v1 in's sp e e ch e s,
particularly critical
for not contributing as much as they could. Although this seems to

of tasks of prof essi on a 1 Israel i envoys for the
UIA i t interest i ng to note that he attributed the 1 ack of
generos i ty to the f a c t "affluence and comfortthat tend to make
peop1e...forget that the future of the balance .i n
I t can that Rivlin was confirmingthat statement
an increasing state the Jewish com-of i n

muni ty. This c e r t a i n1y

■F i na.nc i al response

phi 1 an t h r op y i n 1967,

*200,000 Australia's generous answer

to UIA's financial request probably facilitated by Israel'swas
sending Rabbi Shlomo Goren, Defense
Forces, in honor of Israel'sto attend celebrationsto Australia
Independence Day and to help with the LUA campaign. As part of this

camp a i gn , during the month of May,
i n su p p or t of I sr ae1 were
t i me , it referredsecurity did not have a
to the the well-being of the impressiveneed to provide for

into Israe1. Thenumber of

■

ii>

military c on n o t a t i on :

new immigrants who were "pouring"

Jewish opinion also tended

be one

government and with the Western ap- 

.,5

delivered in Sydney, was

the eternal

be a•=• sumed f r om

of part of the Austral:an Jewish community

"affluence and comfort"

in the Jewish

their own

organized focusing on security. At this

illustrate this greater

to conduct the

helps explain the difference

in 1956 and in 1967. To

then Chief Rabbi of the Israel

a number of public demonstrations

the Montefiore Homes Appeal set a goal of
7 and it collected $227,000.

of the Israeli Foreign Ministry,

their people is
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Although the UIA officially

the suddenthird week of May, almost coinciding with
the Six-Day War, it may be concluded thateve n t s that

i ssue

reached Australia in-formingBy the time news

the UNEF -from Gaza and laterit of Nasser's request to withdraw

later of Egypt's blockade of theand stillfrom Sharm e1-She i kh ,

is of a Jewishpresented withGulf of Aqaba,

already had been prepared to support thecommuni ty wh i ch

its security. Although the danger ofIsrae 1 an d

t e r m s o fa 1ready organi zed inal 1 of a sudden,

me an t somethin g d i f -f i na.nc i al However,support .

rally was organized for MayA massferent from two weeks before.
and the StateJewish Board of Deputies28, by the Victorian

addition, Jewish youth groupsI nof Victoria.
In Sydney,the same day. a
impressi ve :wascalled for May 31. The response
the youthral1y wh i 1 ein Me 1 bourne ,

un-wasthe responsein Sydney,Even
matters related toi nits history of reluctanceusual considering

n and around theestimated 6,000 gathered i

ist Federation, reactedECAJ and the ZiontheThe establishment,
thear me d c on f 1 i c t mi gh t bethat anby expressing their concern

continued to callandof Arab aggressionr esu 1 t
Evenofi n termed i at i onof forces through thereduct i on

institutions dec 1aredbothof hostilities,before the outbreak
youth to accede toasked the Jewishan dII emergency conditions,"

i

i

7,000 attended the public 
9 

groups added another 2,500.

for a bilateral
11 

the UN.

that preoccupied the Austral ian

mass ral1y was

war became clear

cause of

the picture we are

mi 1 i tary secur i ty was not an

"security" now

led to

the c ommuni t y w a s

organized their own protest march for

Jewish community yet.

started the

Judaism and Israel. An 
„ 10Central Syn agogue .

Zionist CounciI

emphasis was being placed on the necessity to improve the quality 

8 
of the young nation's manpower.
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the request of Israel's worki ng

you th , enganged inn ow

gency cal 1 was -four annual contribution and a
13mob i 1 i z a t i on of al 1 Australian Jewry's resources was recommended,

The religious leadership o-f Australia proved to be

the necess i t i es o-f

the most significant reactions to-the i mm i n e nt

faced by Israel the agreement between Rabbi Porush ,was
leader of Orthodox Jews, and Rabbi Eraseh , 1eader of Liberal Jews,
to share the al memor of
rally that took place

The Austral i Government reflected Western opinion, which soughtan
to avoid a conf 1 i c t wh i 1e at time emphasized that the

i n s t e r n a t i on a1 w ate rway.to be regarded as an

a few days before P. Hasl uck-,the war started,

fairs Minister, s t a t e d t h a t ..the Australian Government believesII

the firstshould be sought in
by maki ng full of United Nations organs and machinery.u se

al so

1 eadersh i

i n re 1 at ionnon-Jewish population's attitude to

the 1967 revealed much more open support of I srae 1 thancrisis of

i n 1 956. the Jewish5,on JuneEven before

to Israel'sthat most>( Austra1 ians were sympathe t i c

non-Jewi shIn fact,non — Jew i sh wouId not
but this time the generosity

In June of 1967,was to unexpected proportions.assume

dan ge r

Thus,

But perhaps

press considered
18 

cause . Journalist said openly that contributions by

19 
surprise.

I 

i:I

was the opinion which had been expressed by the Jewish

1 7P •

the WZO by taking the place of 

Israel's defense.

•-■traits of Tiran were

that redress of grievances

The Austral i an

i nstance
16 Th i s

the same

come as a

times the usual

Wales de c1 ar e d a

the beginning of the war

the Central Synagogue of Sydney during the
1 5

on May 31.

The target of the emer-

one of

One Jewish

the hour. The Orthodox Rabbinate of New South 
1 4"Day of Prayer and Fasting" for Sunday, Jure 4.

even the

contributions had occurred in 1956,

in tune w i t h

External Af-
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involved in supporting the
Central Baptist Church in Sydney announced special prayers tor the

and the "Churuch's Gazette" called -for similar

Further mob i 1 i zati

occurri ng i n the political
of nine organi zat i ons forme d an Ernergency
Commi 11 ee f or

because under

the end of May, fund-raising efforts were coordinated by the

e s t a b 1 is hme n t and other campaigns were suspended for three weeks.
The Commi ttee Hatzai r,

Havi va
Re i k Group, i dea was
to work i n c 1 ose cooperation with Australian Labor to secure
sol idari ty wi th the Australian LaborA few days later,I srae1 .
Party held a

*p p1au d i ng Israel ' s "magni f i cen t vic tory.
cver by then but the diplomatic battle was starting. The Labor

Party al through the UNurged the Australian Government to actso

to obtai integrity ofguarantees for the permanent territorialn

I srae 1 .

The favorabl towards Israel by the Australian population

the media covered the Six-Day War,was a1 so reflected i n the way
from 1956. During the Sinai Campaign ofa very different coverage

the Australian media'sof■Jew i sh circles were
thethe case:the opposite wasreporting of the events. In 1967,

considered active and generous

One radiothe Middle East developments.i n com-t h e i r

i

|!

Eun d , Rr ogre ss i ve

t h e t£g i n n i n g

■Jew i sh
21 I srae 1 .

very critical

meeting in Nefc/ South Wales and passed a resolution 
22 

II

"arena." In Melbourne, with

Church was

the war,

Habanim and Hashomer Hatzair Youth. The main

"Labor"

1 956,

e op i n i on

Its task was political rather than economic

Israel's cause. Rev. Rowe of

press,

safe ty of Israe1
20 prayers. "

the rules

radio and television were

in the present crisis was

coverage of

Of course the war was

Zion, Friends of Hashomer

Centre, .Jewish Council, Pioneer Women,

included: Poalei

of "emergency conditions" established towards

on to aid Israel



men tator , Rohan Rivett, speaking on June 7 on radio-station 3DB,

advised that,e v e n I srae 1 i

troops shouId keep In addition,

three reporters was sent to Israe1 by Channe1 9 television

of Melbourne the events. It appears that the feeling of
gr.eat v i c tory triumphalism—celebrated by the

around the world was shared by a significant number

of
I n the Jewish spec i f i ca11y, The Austral i an5

J e w i s h N e w s , in comparison to 1956, the editorials tended to be

more analyti cal , better structured from a pol itical-mi 1 i tary view-

P o i n t , 1 ess emoti onal ,

the

v i e t s f or the s i t u a t i on

i n the edit or ia 1s.

thewas

criticized. I ndeed.the Austral in Jews were

criticize Engl and al though byi n

1967 England did not

conf 1 i c t . theThe Un i ted
Austral i an Jewi sh press, which actually charged it with responsi-
b i 1 i t y for the 1967 si tuat i on

I n add i t i on,i n 1 956.
France , Therefore,

Soviets and Americans werecording to the Jewish both thepress,

1967 crisis although for differentd i r e c 11 y to blame for the
reason s: the Americans,

instigator against Israel.the Soviets as ani nmance 1956-57, and
indifference. Thecriticized for theirEngland and France were

=

5

j

/O t;
1

inspite of a UN cease-fire resolution, 
23 

peace was assured.

visibly p r om i n e n t role

J e w i s h p e o pie

frequent 1 y

to cover
24

i n terven t i on

n o n — J e w i s h p e o p 1 e

sometimes even

have a

a t e am o f
on go i n g until

States received the most criticism in

Perhaps the most noticeable change since 1956

mainly for their poor diplomatic perfor-

case eleven years before. Accusations against the

in the area of

as a
the US along with England and

26 were accused of being bystanders.

openness with which the principal Western powers were

and institutions in Australia.

in the Middle East were usually included

in sum, ac

resuit of its unfortunate .

p r e ss i n Au s t r a 1 i a,

and lacking any appeal for money as was

less prepared to 
25

1956 than they were in 1967,
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timing of the censuring comments against the Western powers and

Russ i a, occurring after i ts

cone 1 us i on , to indicate the great sense of triumph and prideseems
felt by the Jew i sh peop1e after their total identification with

the State of I srae 1 and the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).

Perhaps

1 y a revenge against many decades, even centuries of Jewish power
lessness imposed by went alone

to fight i t s ba 111e i n fel t that

i t their bat 11e ,was and the mi 1 i tary victory of I srae 1 ,
v i c t or y . As i n other parts of the world the Jews of Austral ia were
deeply moved by the

by Jews threat Not only did the

w i t h I srae 1 but also Judaism in general.i ncrease

to R. impact of the Six-Day WarTaf t's studies theon
o n M e 1 b o u r n e J e w r y , fifty percent tended to have

contact with

attended one pub 1 i c

tended two to

support Israe1, and

i namong young people

add i t i on to the rally of May 28,

port of Israel the outbreak ofthe news of
v o 1 u n t e e r sRegarding the number of

the Jewish press stated that hundreds wereready to go

willing to by the end ofnumbers indicate thatThe official
another 50 to 100 wereJune 150 volunteers were wh i 1 e

ready to Al so,i ngo
Australians expressed their to go as volunteers toi n ten t i on

i to Israel,
30 go.

i n Israe1 , 
31 

the near future.

. host i1 i t i es

i de n t i f i ca t i on

Accord i ng

The reac t i on

Six-Day War which was emotionally perceived
27 to Israel's existence.

a number of non-Jewish

ninety-two percent gave more

was particularly positive:

or more ,

the non-Jewish world. When Israel

their own

ninety-six percent contributed financially
28 than usual.

the first few days of the war and at

as a

more social

the smashing military victory of 1967 was psychological-

1967, many Jews outside Israel

on June 5, once
29 became known.

demonstration, while twenty-five percent at-

4,000 young Jews rallied in sup-

their families and Jewish friends, fifty percent
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In addi ti on
to the younger volunteers,
f or I sr ae 1 to help i n The number of volunteers
who went to Israel i n 1967 was, ten times larger than

Austral i a n J ewr y' s react i on to fund-raising for the 1967

crisis differed from the previous reaction

because of the different approach of the Jewish leadership. While

i n 1956 the amounts raised were easily available and published

in detail i n : n 1967. After

the 1967 LUA

war ,

relation to

g i v e n , Once

M e 1 b o u r n e J e w r y ' s pledge was $2,000,000 and Sydney's was

si,000,000; to the regular campaign which
had been that moment. The lack of concreteoccurring until

that Australian Jewry, although openly supin d i c a t e

how weal thy i t was.

Western Austral i Perth ,

the supportgave a donat i on

of without announcing real numbers,Still
totalof June that the

amount of pledges- and contributions was rapidly approaching the
target the Directorate wastarget. Again,

the emergencyi tthe regular campaign or wasi t

the states orcampaign? Were they referring to all

the i rleadership continued withthe Victorian

14 Jewish doctors from Sydney left
33 the hospi tais.

Particular? While

Israel ;

this was

of $100,000 reflecting,
34 

its committed community.

figures may

32 offered to pay their own fares.

i t was

sought to keep a

i n add i t i on

the Jewish press,

in 1956, perhaps

announced that new records had been establ ished in

LUA campaigns of prior years, but no numbers were

some even

in 1956.
at 1 east,

alluding to. Was

this was not true

the UIA Directorate reported by the middle

as ini 956,

a, with 3,000 Jews living in its capital

portive of Israel,

the war began, an "Emergency Call" was established.

1 ow profile in revealing

to some i n

it was not clear what

campaign began, approximately two week# before the
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pol icy of not giving -figures to the publ ic, towards the end of

in-form thethe New South Wales representatives decided toJune ,

thatpubl i c

that al thougho-f the Emergency Appeal .

Jewries seemedand New South Wales'po i nt U ictoria'su n t i 1 some
theto have decided not to speak openly in concrete numbers,

Perhaps thefinal
the amountNew South Wales' leadership decided to go public with

i tsthe state,they raised becauseof money
reluctance and cautionhad a history ofcap i tai Sydney,

was ratherits f i nanci alt owa r d s J u da i sm a n d
to(both cities havi ng closesmal 1 when

i t had an unmatched op-and now

portunity to show new

during th a t dramati cposi t i onand New South Wales'

hour .
theindicate that

money raised i n

rally organized after

$31,000 ,
of Queensland, where at$45,000 .

community contributed, collected overthe Jewish

the amounts of theextentknow to someal though we
figure wasfinalterr i tor i es, aci ties orcon tr i bu t i ons

of theH. Krongold, presidentof July,the mi ddlenot given, I n
1 i ber ty to reveal. . I<1said:

the amount collected.

■■

about S y d e\r/y' s

support of Israel

The reports from Adelaide, .South Austral ia,

greatly surpassed expectations.

Israel Emergency Appeal,

,.39

a certain

they had already collected $485,000 towards the target 
35 

It seems

compared to Me 1bourne 
36 

Jew i sh population),

h owe ver ,
37 The state

three weeks later, the total progress was 
least ninety-three

am not at

commi tment and to di ssipate any doubts

or more accurately,

I n a

the same

As we see,

i n some

clear then ,

percent of
38 

$50,000 .

support of Israel

the war began, the amount pledged was

approach and decision varied with the states.
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The Six-Day War- had in bringing Australian

Jewry together, probably -For the -first time. This was demonstrated

rallies massively attended, generous -financial support

by individual

I t it eradicated previous

antipathies with! n

the status of I sr-ae 1 How-

e v e r , o-f June ,

changed the Jewish community suddenly and out o-f nothing. Cer- ta i n 1 y

tremendously powerful event that brought about a majora

sh i f t i n i n the directions of its i ns t i t u -

tions, and i n the i den t i ty of the hatred of the

Arab world backed by the Soviet Union and its allies, the flagrant

indifference of

P o 1 i t i c a 1 add i t i ons and

they could and, incapability of the UNthemoreover ,

to give substance its claims of justice and morality tended toto

produce a palpable and,feeling of

consequern te 1 y, The mi 1 i tary vi ctoryfor many Jews around the world.

of 1956 the d i p1omatic battleonly consolidated those feelings once

Another factor was the

the implications that go wi th them; al thoughShoah and al 1 not

■always spoken about Cm the

other hand, to survive and 1 i ve ,the persistence of

and the a

I srae1 ' s1 967,■source of pride for Jews everywhere. In June,

the Jews. At

1 a a s t for a wh i 1 e .

integration of theAnother el emen t

fl i c t wh i 1 e

by public

a u n i q u e i mp or t an c e

i t was

was o v e r ,

was v i ewed

the psychological wound was there.

s and

vicarious resurrection for

the Western powers, more

the war

in re so1v i ng the c on -su bit r ac ti ons t han

smash i ng v i c tory became a

the Jewish community, and "significantly changed
40 the communal structure."

in Israel.
important cause thatas such an

transformation of deserts into oranges groves, was

the whole Jewish world,

that also influenced the new

institutions, and volunteered work

and Zionism in
1967 can not be considered an event that

always present memories of the

i nd i vi duals. Still,

interested in their own

isolation for Jews in Israel

the Israelis



■J e w i s h c omm uni t y w a. s the kidnaping of Adolf Eichmann in Qu i1 mes,

Buenos Aires, Argentina by Israeli agents. When Eichmann's capture

became off i c i al 1y known on May. 23, 1960 , the Jewish world was
shocked but proud of the deed accomplished by the Israelis.
d i t i on , over
capture and his hanging 1 961 . That mean t that for

and a halfov e r one ye ars,

only Jewish indirectly reviewed the atrocities of thenewspapers,
Shoah . The images of the S i x-
D a y W a r b e g a n a n d , the Jewish response to the crisis of
1 967
and then of pr i de, and tri umph.p owe r,

W i t h the war, the d i p1oma ti c ba 111 e i n ternat i oral

i n 1 956. The -Soviet representative to the UN, Nikolai
Federenko, condemnat i on ofi n ternat i onal Israe1pressed for an and
■for their the Soviets1949 armisticeevacua t i on t o the
were unsuccesful the Security Council, Federenko requested thati n

the General Assembly meet try i ng to bringtheto resolve

to the

Communist vote for any Soviet proposal.

Since the days of 1956 crisis,the

Israel was gr adually c han g in g.

i n tothe pol i cy of

the US tried to avert any military confrontation
Nasser prevented the possibility of

promises of directby Israe1 i the Gulf of Aqaba. Americanships i n

automati c

the State Department. During the weeks prior

I

i ssue ,

began again,

i t was

the American position on

the war

I n ad-

was partial 1y

the past were surely very vivid when

" ar e n a"

i n a way,

even after

on December 15,

this in addition

to avert any thought of another massacre first,

the end of

This time, world opinion was more divided than

the Afro-Asian Vote against Israel:

This was due more to the particular

one and a half years elapsed between Eichmann's

"free and innocent" navigation

i n t h e

approach of US presidents rather than because of an alteration

newspapers around the world, and not

lines. Since



g i ven

or ,

the time.

policy of restraint evidently dictated by its prolongedwas

i nvolvement i n V i e t n am , of

oil-rich Arab states, and by the belief i n West

it was fortified by confidence

i n Israel's m i 1 i tary capacity. the US was
not fulfilling

earl i er .year s Moreover, when consulted, the former President was

Au o t e d as say i ng that " none of us should be t oo hu r ri ed getting

i n t o t h i s" : "t h i s" r e f e r r i n g to a uni latera 1

the US pos i t i of neutrality, best expressed by a spokesman

II Our pos i ti on is neutral

i n though t, Nasser's accusat i ons

had fought together with Israel

to excuse himself rather than a true statement. Onceto his people

USbat 11 e began ,

representative the Six-Day War should bringto the
a final achieved t h r ou ghse 111 erne n t the Middle East to bei n

negotiated arrangements. Those arrangemen ts should include with

drawal although nothing wasof forces and recognized boundaries,
said to imply withdrawal 1 i nes of 1949.

Sri taincompletely pro-Arab position,
t o g e t h e r w i t h the representatives of Denmark,

i nwe r e favor of Israe1

Easternnational guarantees for the existence of all Middle

states. I t

and the European—except the French points of v i ew.

i!

J

i

Peared to be forgotten
1!'

d J

from the

Amer i can

the d i p 1 oiTi a t i c

the US and Britain

Wha t e v e r there asons,

Wh i 1 e

intervention,

"The US

was an effort

France adopted a

no real

of S.L. Manchanda,

on June 9 that

in case such an event occurred ap-

action by the US. Thus,

UN, was that

Asia might benefit Moseow. Above all,
,.41

the position of A. Goldberg,

to the armistice

on was one

appears that

US State Department when he said,

42word and deed."

by the desire to preserve the good-will

perhaps, not considered the wiser move

that any flare-up

Italy, and Belgium

w i thdrawal , but linked it with

differences existed between the

the promises given by Dulles and Eisenhower ten

in 1957,

In the op i n i onfor the US at
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offered by thewere nations who
and by the Latin-American countries. How-

no proposal was ableever , to win the

to pass a resolution i n the General Assembly. It was only towards
the end of November t h a t=3 an agreement was reached through the
me d i a t i on of Lor d Car a.don ,
became known Securi ty Counc i1as

The Austral i of course, in agreement withan
the Western world its approach to the conflict.i n The Austral i an
represen tat ive t o the UN said at that forum in July that the
task of the f o ij nd a t i on f o rt o 1 ay

East , guarantee tranqui1 ity for allthat will
par ties There no suggestion that the withdrawal ofwas
I srae 1 i to the armisticeevacua t i on 1 i nes of
1949, the pos i t i on of the US nor Sri tain at
that time. how did the Australian governmentThe question still i s
interpret Resolution the clearest answersOne of242.

1 a ter when Pri me M i n i s t e r-1 o-be, sa i d,year s Hawk e ,i n R. J.1 971
during Foundat i on ,lecture sponsored by the Senator Cohen Memoriala
that the Re so1u t i on referred to partial withdrawal. To support his

statemen t , to the House of Commons onhe brought the speech given
December 9, Foreign Secretary of Britain,the1 968, in which
Michael St ewar t sa i d, Un i tedthe vitali nis reference. .there

from ter-Nat i on s' to wi thdrawalResolution bothSecur i ty Counc i 1

t o 1 dAs I h av eri tor i es and to secure

two th ings shou1d bethat thosebe 1 i eve
II beforeal 1IIthe wordread concurrent1y and that

However ,the word is deliberate."terr i tor i es"

theI t wasthe Australian Government.that Hawke's party was not

i
i!

= 
a
i

the British delegate. The agreement 
43 

Resolution 242.

and recognised boundaries.

the Middle

Other proposals

the House previously,- we

"nonal i gned"

the UN was a genuine peace in

i t was very c 1 ear

supported the Arab cause

forces imp1 ied an

two thirds vote necessary

this wa s neither

the omission of
„45

came a few

Go v e r nme n t was,

a peace
44i n v o 1 v e d .



Li beral from 1949 until 1772, The
mos t is that the Liberal Party was sympatheti toc

aI sr ae 1 , •Foil owed the Resolution 242 in i ts approach
to the Israeli -Ar ab c on -Fl i c t , and simultaneously sought good
relations wi th the Arab nations. This balanced approach changed with

the election , i n 1772, Labor government led by Gough Whi11 am.
Whi1e public op i ni on and the media were overwhe1mingly sympathetic
to Israel i n 1 767, the Australian government tended to maintain a

cautious and the Aus tra-
1 i an gov e r nment was further demonstrated when, i n J u 1 y 1767, i t
assumed the Czechos 1ovaki a,

i n

and a half month at most,a

|
its support for its own Jewish awakeningIsrael, because of as

a resu 1 t and also because of the I sr ae 1 i em i s—of the Six-Day War,

i n early July

General Ariel Sharon and Morton German of the Keren HaYessod

arrived in Austral i F’u b 1 i ca .

to the Israel's ambassadorwh i 1 eIDF and the people Israeli n
i ts fund-to demob i1 i se

the support of theraising for Israel. Efforts to continue
during the whole month of June and part

Among other events,of Jul and started to decrease from then on .
Rabb i exSan ge r , f r om

toi nEast si tuat i on a
Commerce; andthe members, of Junior Chamber ofthe

"f i nalorganized at Melbourne University on

Ii

rallies were organized to pay tribute 
47 

J

ib

diplomatic representation for Yugoslavia, 
46 Israe1 .

plained the Middle

and Bulgaria

Si meha Pratt asked the community not
48

a debate was

the Liberal congregation of Melbourne, 
lunchtime adless given

saries who came immediately after the war. thus,

Party which secured the power

Austral ian Jewry continued to be actively involved in expressing

Australian public went on

of a

more balanced approach. The neutrality of

the cause of

that can be said

period of one month or one

June 22, where the



the de-fender of the proin favor of112 tot h an
the Melbournethe Orthodox religious sphere,I nIsrael i

the Sth of July <Rosh Hodesh Tammuz) asasked to observeBet-Di n

and the Hol ythe del iverance of Israel

City of Jerusalem.

Cone 1 us i on .

touched by the Six-Day War.Jews of Austral ia were deeplyThe
its peak butreachidentification with IsraelNot only did their

to Israe1'si ts threatrenewed. The war andJuda i sm in gene r a1 w a s
Jewry together

in which Israelbeginning of an eramarked theat the time,s am e
Austra-interest.center of Jewish unity andi s — thewas—and still i;

the form of- publ i ctook1 i an Jewry's response
■

financial support, and many young people,demon s t r a t i on s , pos i t ive

Jewish doctors from Sydney, volunteering toincluding t e ami o fa

go to Israel.

to be somewhatthe Jewish youth, which beganThe involvement of
i mpor t an t1 956,during the Sinai Campaign in

atracted large numbers1 967:i ne 1 emen tand enthusiastic
timesand at least ten, par t i cu1 ar 1y in

However ,in 1956.1967 thanto Israe1 i nvolunteers wentmor e
thethe beginning ofatAustral i an Jew i sh

those who actuallyvolunteers thanconf 1 i ct tended to see more

went to Israel •
June 5, Jewish opiniononBefore the

which wasp os i t i on,agreement w i thi nwas

also the general Western

t h an k sg i v i n g for 

..50

of par t i c i pan t s

approach

existence brought Austral ian

not i ceable

their government's
that favored a "status quo"

Me 1 bourne,

ou t br eak of h ost i1 i tie s

vote was mi ore
49 v i ew . "

authors and the press

a "Day of

Hf |

youth ral 1 ies

as never before and,

to the crisis

became an



and a. peaceful resolution through the UN. This was also the
l|official stand of the EUAJ and the Zionist Federation. After the

the Austral ian governmentwar continued to call for a solution
of the Mi ddle East problems through Resolution 242 of the UN,

to ma i n ta i n officially neutral position,an and to preserve good
relations with bo t h Israe1

ava i 1able information which would indicate how the government

interpreted Resolution 242 i f the subject was ever officiallyor
d i scussed. In Hawke z s c1ear-cut
242 influenced by the
though he himself true friend of Israel—rather than reflec
ting the thought of Australian leadership, whether Libera1 or
Labor .

Jews w i thin the Labor Party succesfully lobbied for a motion
of commending Israel's mi 1 itary victory, which demonstrated that

Jews not afraid of showing their loyalty towards a third country.were

On the other the Jew i sh 1eadershi p
neutrality of the Australian government.

Even the Jewish medi criticizing their government'sr a t h e r thana,

neutral i ty , powers, particularly England—for-attacked the Western

• is indifference—and the United States. Al though France was oc-
i n t e r e s ted i nc r i t i c i z e d ,

France , Australia's head ofi t was i nas
state . the feeling was rather ambiguous:Regarding the United States,

but also a greatsevere or i t i c i sm and blame for
the JewishWh i 1 esoc i e ty.and democratici ts wor1d power

the West's atittude,ofgeneral 1y critical

the Jewish leadership tended to accept its political

the crisis This could betheiras own .

■■w II

■

respect for 
me

cas i onal1y

the June crisis,

hand,

England, whose queen was

and publ i c were

pro-Israel position on

was a

and the Arab nations. There was no

was clearly

never criticized the

Australian Jewry was not as

1771 ,
imminent election campaign—

solutions to
interpreted as their way to
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avoid any conflicts with the Austral ian Government i tse1f—whi ch

stood wi th their Western -friends—particularly when

reasonable n e u t r a 1 pos i ti on , and not morally hard to live with.

The re1 i g i ou s leadership the hour, dec 1 ar i ng,

1 756, days of special fasting, and/or meditation.prayers,

Howie ver ,

differences when Orthodox and Liberal rabbis shared the pulpit

of in Sydney, thus reflecting religiously
feel i ng. Aga i n, it was concern for Israel that

brought Austral ian Jewry together

proach to Jewish r e 1 i g i on . At least for a wh i1e.

The fund-raising campaign for Isr ae1 success,

clearly i n to remember that

call for Israe 1 the regular campaign, meaning

times

1756, the Jewish population had been requested toand that
give financial for about two weeks before thesupport for Israel

crisis e x p1ode d is to be noticed thati t
affluence and

comfort began—for others it simply continued—to be part of their
1 i ves.

smashing victory, was forThe Six-Day War, with Israel's

theIt brought together forv i c t or y.Jews their own

•first time

thewith pride the state of Israel, which from thenfor

central i n Jew i sh life.and uni f y i n g el erne n t

the Central Synagogue

Austral i an

that mos t people

was considered a

and so

their most praiseworthy step was putting aside religious

i t was a

I n add i ti on,

the emergency

for an ever growing segment of Austral i an Jews,

the whole community and,

almost coincided with

1767, we have

it was. Although Australian Jewry's positive response was

in spite of their different ap-

as i n

on, became

on June 5.

the case

what was a general

were not asked to contribute two and three

as i n
was in tune with

at the same time, filled them
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I n the 1950s, partners and al 1 ies

Francisco Negrao de
ratified by Israel, the Brazilian ratification did

men t was
cooperation by

The c 1 i ma t e of friendly relations being established between

Braz i 1 and Israel was augmented by the arrival of Zalman Shazar ,

President of i n J u 1 y, 19'66. He received f av-
orabl e coverage by the Brazilian press and,
honors,

the
1959 agreemen t ,
decree 59.059. Thus,
relations between Braz i 1
mu t ua 1 during the first quarter of 1967, afterendeavors.

v i s i t by Sergio Correia da Costa, representattive ofa to Israel
the Sr az i i -

i an ambassador to
51begin.

c u 1 tore, to Brazil's poori rr i gat i on,
cooperat i onnor th eastern terr i tory.

part of the agreement.
Dostrovsky and EfraimMay, I srae 1two Israeli experts in physics,

short visit foilow i ng an i n v i t -Katchai sky, arrived i n Braz i1

I

1
4

Israel began seeking economic

of atom i c

Brazi1 i an

I n f ac t,

energy for pacific purposes was

Lima signed a cultural agreement. Although

52By

1964, was enacted as

for a

Post Office. A few weeks after Shazar's departure,
though in effect only since

I n add i t i on,
particu1 ar 1y techniques of

it appears that Shazar's visit consolidated

of agri -

Brazil's Foreign Ministry (Itamarati), Aloisio Bittencourt,

a stamp commemorating Shazar's visit was issued by the

in the following years.

in Latin America and

i t was soon

the State of Israel,

in 1959 Israel's Golda Meir and Brazil's

and Israel , further opening the way for

to Israel, declared a new era of cooperation was

in addition to other-

in the utilization

Brazilian Jewry's Reaction.

This included bringing Israeli

in effect. This opened the door for even more significant
the two government s

not occur until the beginning of 1964, and by April,' the agree-

technology in the field
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In Israel,
op erati on be twe en the
ki bu t z Bror Hail," most of whose population was of Brazilian or i g i n ,
inaugurated the "Centro Cu1tural named after the
Braz i 1 i an
the State of

Duri ng the 1960s, Braz i1 endured a change of governments by means

of force , that became the tragic mark’ of Latin American countries

for a number of and that only in recent years has changed
w i t h
Quadros , 1964. Vice-
president Gou1 art was prevented from assuming the presidency due
to pressure

Gaste 1 o Branco beeamecommoni st. H. the

new president, period of sharp instability, which
w i t n e s s e d 1964 a number of antisemitic actions:i n the beginning of

Rio Grande and Belo Horizonte,Pau Io,

and a bomb exploded Institute Femenino de Educacao e Cultureiii n the
i

..55Beth Jacob. soc i e ty

which was not in which large communties of Jewsan t i sem i t i c and
and Arabs 1 i ved

At the beginning of 1967,
the mostJ e w i sh c ommuni t y:usually dormant Brazilian
F. Stangl , thePau 1wanted nazi criminals was

Stangl"angel killer," held an
the Braz i1 i anbu twas arrested following pressure

The

posi t i on of

i

|!

from abroad,

I

"Volkswagen.

Oswaldo Aranha"

decades,

thus closing a

who was elected president

pol i t i c i an who played a decisive role
54Israel.

and accused him of being a

These actions were completely uncommon i n a

two countries was demonstrated on May 4, when

executive pos i t i on at

one of
an unexpected event shocked the

from the military forces who considered him too leftist

the new era of co

on good terms.

the press, was not

found in Sao Paulo.

in 1961, resigned i n

in the creation of

. 56 
government was not sure whether to prosecute or extradi ,e.

the Jewish community, reflected in

swastikas were painted in Sao

at i on by the Braz i 1 i an government

the slow returning of the democratic form of government. Jan i o
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the Jornal I srae 1 i ta o-f Rio de Janeiro expressed
t w o opp o si ng v i e ws: on Apr i1 2, it stated that the criminal shou1d
be prosecuted in Brazil; h owever, i n its editorial on Apr i 1 3G ,
i t stated that he should be extradited. Stangl was ex
tradited to Germany at the beginning o-f June. Jew i sh i nstitu t i ons

accused o-f being slow towere reac t to the Stangl a-f-fair by
Aon de U a mi o s . Ac cording to the usually critical magazine Jewish

only began to declare or
twe1v e weeks- a-fter Stangl's arrest.' during several
mon ths be tore the Six-Day War the Jewish community had a reminder
o-f the t r a g i c events that decimated one third o-f the world Jewish
popu 1 at i on and this at time when Arab countries were t h r e a t e n i n ga
to destroy Israe1.

Coi n c i d ing w i t h the Stangl a-f-fair, at its peak o-f attention,
during May, the Jewish c ommuni ty commemora t e d the twenty—f our t h
an n i v e r sary o-f the Warsaw ghetto uprising. I n Sao Pau 1 o , a crowd
o+" 3,000 gathered at addressed by the city'sthe Hebraica and were

o-f Israel , Leon Fe-f-fer,the honorary consul
However ,

theby the Jewish press were
the creation o-f the state o-f Israel and

the election The'■for Sao Paulo's Federation.

the Jewish press. Thesome o-f
Ex traord inaria"

■ wh i c h preceded the
u 1 ar 1 y by members o-f

The newspaperincluded becoming candidates -foreven
that most members o-f Hebraica and CIP, per-

1

themselves publicly eleven
58

Final 1y, 
57

5

the younger generation whose participation 

the election?®

*1 so pointed out

In any case,

that received the most coverage

is interesting to noticelatter took place on April

unani mous. Ihus,

o-f new o-f-ficers

election was unusually well

nineteenth anniversary o-f

Cron i ca Israe1 i ta reported that the "Assamblea Geral

59 and Poland's consul , Adami Janowski . the two events

attended, par tic-

23, and i t

governor, Abreu Sodre,

the reactions it produced in



haps the two single most powerful organizations of Sao Paulo's

indifferent to the election.

members of the Hebraica only 359 voted, and the CIP, which

as members of its congregation,

This attitude was further stres

sed by Aon de Vamos, "efforts"
made t o e n c ou rage peop 1e

offered to those who voted.ere am we r e The magazine added i t

"new and However , i c e - c r e am w a s n o t

appeal i n g e n oug h to aw ake n the interest of Sao Paulo's Jewry.

According to Cronica Israel i ta,

voters—35,COO could have registered—only 2,568 voted in that

years I n

1967, al though

comprising 24.Z of As a result of the

election, 96 delegates formed the Federation's Council; the
I:

Coun c i 1 the new pres-

was appointed.

According to editorial by Moises Kahan of Aonde Vamos, thean
general indifferencec 1 i mate wi th i n and
di strijst Rio. =al though I

i ts ed i t i onc r i t i c a 1 vein,
of June the Jewishforlack of a real representation1 t h a t the

felt with greater emphasis whencommunity of Sao Paulo was

confronted wi th si gn i f i can t events.
The other event which attracted the attention of the publ ic and

the

usually accessible to thestate of I sr ae 1 .
Publ i c , However,1956 become elitist.h ad i n

i

II
■■

64 
j

j
■

Con t i nu i ng in

listed almost 2,000 families

ident of Sao Paulo's

there were 9,000 registered only 2,085 voted,

63 the r e g i s t e r e d voters.

was a

this community was one of

indifferent."®^

Jewry, were

press was the nineteenth anniversary of

the same

in 1967 both types
Celebrations, which were

to vote: free transportation and

must say it was not as prevalent as in
the organ stated in

6 7 cur i ous phenomenon."

Thus, out of 7,000

the creation of the

was "comp1e t e 1 y

Federation, Benno Milnitzky,

which described some of the

election, comprising 48Z of the registered voters.

in 1965, out of 5,000 registered

elected its Executive Board, out of which



avai1able, though wi th
el i t i st ce1 ebrations. I n Sao Paulo, Honorary Consul Feffer offered
a reception at his house and among those present 1 eaders ofwere
the "KKL" , "Magbit", the c h ar i t/ or gani z a t i on s , and
military and civilian au thor i ties. In Rio de Janeiro the "Un i f i cada"

organ i zed a rather selective meeting at the Municipal Theater .

Those "...the most representative elements o-f the

soc i e ty, i n s t i t -

utions and clubs o-f A1 so in Rio, the Hebraica
o-f that i ty organ i zed dance-party which was attended by Governora

■ ambassador Shmuel D i von

honor o-f the

Federal Chamber o-f Deputi a Jew,e s

•and Cunha Bueno, a

The si tuat i on in the Middle East became expl os i ve

e n d of May 1967. On May 23, the Brazilian Government, then a member

o-f the Secur i ty Counc i 1 stated that i t wou1d supportthe UN,o-f

69any measure Brazil wished to avoidthe tension.that would ease
officially supporting any country involved in the conflict since
it maintained good relations with based on economicIsr ae1 agree-

energy which was vital

Brazil's deve 1 opment and peaceful rivalry with Argentina, a nd with
of which supplied 48Z of Brazil's oilsome

Thus, ...equidistance towardsIIthe
i n ternat i onalthose loyalty to the priinvolved and of

the Itamaratiiled and diplomatic language,However , i n ve
the Gu1fi nexpressed reservations about Egypt's renewed blockade

Sette Camara, speakingof Aqaba.

i;

L

in Brasilia by Marcos Kertzman, 
68 

long-time friend of Israel.

Federat i on , 

65

nci p1es of

Speeches in

the Arab countries,
70 

needs.

of functions were

Itamarati's position was of

1 aw."71

i nvi ted were

Negra.o de Lima and Israel i

Israel's anniversary were delivered at

a clear preeminence of

authorities and distinguished members of Jewish 

the Guanabar a area. "6

Brazilian ambassador to the UN,

ments including the use of atomic

67 among others.

towards the
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i n ful 1a t

considered the RAU's decis-the General Seere tary,agreement with

the presence of UN emergency -forcesto withdrawi on
In addition, Magalhaes Pinto," . . .sudden and unexpected, . .as

Foreign Minister, after expressing his country's positionBrazil's

to say: ",favoring every effort

the United Nations Charter.and aims ofi nternational r ights
the Arab and Jewish communitiesthatto notei n terest i ngI t i s

continued to enJcySao Paulo,concentrated ini n Br az i 1 , both more
included business negotiations.relations which oftenam i ab 1 e

newly forme d " Ar ab- Jew i sh Comm i 11 e e for f e a>_ eBe f or e the war, a
sen tEast", after collecting 3,000 signatures,i n the Mi ddle

telegrams to President Costa e
leaders .of Israeland to theSette Camara,Pinto, ambassador

Eshkol
Therestraint and to find peaceful

from a Syrian representaticameonly noted provocation

Jewry's 1oyaltydoubts about BrazilianHassan Sakka, who expressed

through i ts" Confederacao,"theto Braz i1 . i nstance,thisI n

Winterstein, met with Claudio Garcia

de Souza, Di rec tor of

also sent by the "umbrella"telegrams wereTwo

M.
i tsOn May 30,organi zat i on :

Malamud, expressedKauffmann and S.
during thethesupport of Brazilian Jewry for
to thesame week a rather

offorI tamarati ,
its med i at ionforthe name of thethanking it, i n

praising the government
Jew i sh commun i ty,

representatives T. Nigri and V.
the East Affairs Department, and protested

to ambassador Di von
76 Israeli government;

and Gamal Nasser, urging them to show
74 the crisis.

ith disrespect regarding the principles of 
,.73

president and vice-president,
the firm

to reach conciliation, wen t on

a meeting of

insipid but formal telegram

its tradition peace and

75 Sakka's statements.

was sent

means to resolve

the Security Council, said that Brazil,

in Brazil

Silva, Foreign Minister Magalhaes

but we do not agree w

and Egypt, Levi

i ts consen t for
..72
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efforts i n

Towards the end of May the reactions o-f other Jewish

i de Br az i 1 be gan to reach Brazilian Jews.s They received information t h a t

increasing numbers of volunteers were presenting

embassi e s, expressing their readiness to help I n Br-az i 1 ,
the He br a i ca an d Mac ab i of Sao

I n t h e He br a i c a cl u b , a cr ow d of 3,0 0 0 you n g J e w s g a t h e r e d
to to war. The rally was organized by

one of the speakers was Jose Knoplich,
general secretary of t h a t institution. A telegram sent to President

Silva informing him of signed by the n ew 1 y
el e c t e d president of The c1 i mate
of the the content of the tele gr am we r eas
moder ate. i n J e wi sh neigh bo r h o od
of Bom Retiro, Sao Paulo, banner s agai nst war
were displayed in the streets.

W i t h
Braz i1 i an Jewry's reaction i n d i f f e r e n t than i n
1 956. the Hebraica from Sao

80 Onactivities during the war. thesuspended al 1 festive
soec i a1 prayer f or peacesame day that

i n the Middle East Pi nkuss,offered at the CIP by Rabbi andwas
June 8 was declared day of fasting and prayers for the Jewsa

and sometimes even sensational isticof Sao Pau 1 Emot i onal
news was reported by. the Jewish press, particularly in "Yiddish.

theThus, the Brazil ianer'Yiddishe Ze i tung of June 9, wrote

4 4

7T1

foilow i ng story:
_______

81 o.

nite )f]

the Mi d d1e

o'/ ns ILL?yL'?

express their opposition

Pau 1 o

t , 78 i n Israe1 .

77East conf 1 i c t.

the meeting was

common i t i es ou t-

t h e F e d e r a t i o n

the Middle East on June 5,

of Sao Paulo;

Costa e

Reflecting the community's concern,

support ral 1 i es were organized in
79 Pau 1o.

I n add i t i on,
mee t i ng as we 1 1

themselves to Israeli

the outbreak of hostilities in

the Federation, Benno Milnitzky.

in the Middle East

the conflict exploded, a

the traditional

was far 1 ess
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(At the Sholem Aleijem School, Mrs. Jan ice,
tol d two
students -Fainted and the rest ■forced

to stop until the students calmed down.)

Th e n the same newspaper announced the
I srae 1 i
that A

Jewi sh
non-Jew i sh
Calmanovitz of the Cron i ca Israe1 i ta expressed his concern about

Jewi sh volunteers In fact, the volu n-were

i nthe soldiers

number o-F volunteers -From Brazil i n

. 1 956. I n 1 967, of

84t i on as volunteers.of about went to Israel110,000,

included the donation ofOther forms of support for Israel

blood, and medicines, which were sent through the Redclo t h e s,
Cross .85 trace of financial support orHowever ,

the Jewish press, only someemergency campaigns appearing in

it stated that,In August 1967,very brief remarks by Aon de Vamos.

'/c7/J

f/cj e

page

o/c 
7

its front

///cd G 
I

r‘ Gj d

82 /o ,>/•’ )t('e '(jo

v i c tor i es 

. fiC^l 1 
(The wn i te

the way

there was almost no

tr i umphan t manner,

their civil

in East-Jerusalem by stating on

and blue flag flutters over the old city of Jerusalem.)

i n a

obi i gat ions. The

cried, and classes were

2 A / 9 / '? 3/c f "2 )?L_. '’flJ'? 2

in which many Brazilian newspapers distorted the truth

a total

press dealing with volunteers for Israel. Lucien

ihe sensational istic reporting that occasionally appeared in the

press—the Yiddish Jewish press—was also found in the

by stating that armed Jewish brigades, which included Brazilian

83 
to be sent to Israel.

when the teacher,

the children that the Arabs invaded Israe 1 (sic),

173 Brazilian Jews, out of a popula-

was significantly higher than

teers were to replace
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in general the Andj

1 5 i t actually denied the non-Jewish press's allegation

that the Jewish community was collecting millions of dollars to
send to Israel. the oral
history o-f that period relates that -fund-raising activities did

i noccur
to Israel Other responses to

the
w i t h Isr ae1 Another source stated
that large numbers o-f Jewi sh traders,
r e t a i 1 e r s , etc., instead o-f going to work during the -first day or
two o-f r ema i ned at homewar ,
t e 1 e v i s i on awa i t i ng the

A r a b s a n d J e w s
t i ons regarding the Mi dd1e In Sao Paulo and Rio, whereEast crisis.
the maJ or i ty of communi t i es lived. relations remained calm.bo t h

sent patrolthe police
both Arabs a n d J e w s 1 i ved to -prevent any

the police did not have In Rio,
known plenty o-fAlfandega, where Jews and Arabs owned stores,as

being listened to in

between members o-f the

almost nothere was

the Middle East afterrallies i ni n sup p or t of Israel
the e n d i n g

triedc ommun i t y, al though much more
tocould have been dueto keep Th i s reac t i on

against the seeminglythe accusations made by some n e w s pa pens

■

d i sc r e^t]e'’

In Sao Paulo,

community responded positively as expected.

P7 through a third country.
community included a communique of solidarity

88 from the Jewish youth of Rio.

Immediately after the war,

r a d i os w ere

a v e r y

over hosti1 i ty; how-
cars to neighborhoods where

indication of

industrialists, professionals,

90 t w o comm uni tie s wa s re po r t e d.

June 1967.91

on June

war by the Jewish

listening to the radio or watching
. . 89latest news.

ever,

were sent

a 1 ow p r of i 1 e .

able to avoid confronta-

i n the area

or for peace

ac t i ve than

the stores, but no confrontation

the 1956 crisis,

living in Brazil were

manner, and that the totals collected

to intervene.

It appears that the Jewishof host i 1 i t i es in

In spite of this scarcity of information,
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sen t
by the Jewish community to Israel. However ,
i n f ac t , the i nneve r case
i n Braz i1 w i t h i ts n a t u r a 1 ways.
Money continued t o be raised discreetly and unofficially, wh i 1 e

b1ood, m e d i c i n e s ,

by the middle of July, things were back to normal for
the vast majority of ac t i v i ties were resumed
an d, at t h a t time, of Jewish

Also in Rio, the
that city invited the community to joinof

ceremony of remembrance for while defending Israel.those who fell

Israe 1 i ta wrotethe Jornal
93it did not the expected public attendance.h a v e

the Jewish community in BrazilW i t h
Sao Paulo'sthe future.

agreement which would bring "...definitivese d peace
Law and the UN's Chart-the standards of Internationaland maintain

integration ofit stated the completeer.,." At the t i mesame
principles of "...our greattrad i t i onalJewry to the

Jewish establishment continued to feel thec ou n t r y . . . the
the Jews of Brazil,- although interested in mat-need to stress that

then ,It seems,tens that affected Israel, were

that
t h a t

reflection of the Itamar-Sao Paulo Federation's

by the UN and a negotiated agreement—Aonde Vamosa t i' = — super v i s i on
It stated that Israel shou1dtook

II

during the Six-Day War, 
charges of dual

Braz i 1 i an

the

loyalty might be made by the media.

"94 Thus,

pri mar 1y Braz i1 i ans.

Jewish establishment was afraid

Wh i 1e the

a high prof i1e was,

"He v r a Ka d i s h a"

enormous wealth and high number of "combatant-volunteers"

view of peace was a

tolerance and "happy-go-1 ucky"

i n a

Federation e xp r e s-

The ceremony was organized in July and, although no numbers

the cessation of hostilities,

a more aggressive position.

began to concentrate on

regarding attendance were released,

any South-American country, not even

Rio's Hebraica organized a festival

92 food and an estimated 4,000 people attended.

Cross. I hen,

i ts hope for an

Braz i1 i an Jews. Soc ial

and clothes continued to be sent through the Red
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emerge -from the

concessi ons. . Apparently it was advising Israel
it did not specify whether land shouldthe

for negotiations later- on. The magazine also

pointed out that Isr ae1 should not count on the support of the great
powers but Jews around the world.

I n i ts typi cal 1y cr i t i cal at t i tude towards the Jewish establ i sh-
men t, Aon de Vamos attacked the Federati for not respondingon ac

cording to the c i rcumstances: "Not the great moments thateven are

being lived by of Israe1...managed to shake the weak
.,96 I n published on July 20, i ts

adverse comments against the Federation assumed v i tuper-uncommon
ation when "What is the Federation's foundation? fals

ehood? Fiction? Unreal ity and Deception?...The Federation i s

than a chimera." Alfred Hirshberg, chief editor of Cronica Israel-

i ta, he wrote

that

leadership and al an

idea of their goals and waysto accomplish i t .

98

Israel for failing to change

its support for the Vatican's

internationalization of Jerusalem.Pas i t i on regard i ng the

to Brazi1-Israel, "...other similarported that i n add i t i on5

had shown themselves artificial

enl ightenment, long since

the people

crisis strengthened

.,95

i nst itu t i ons

com p 1 e t e failure.

no more

Feder at ion .

be used as

on 1y on

regarding the Middle

the same ed i t i on ,

East conf 1 i c t, or

a tool

It re

ar i t i c i sms , Aonde Vamos attacked the Comm i t tee for Public Relations,

stating that it had been formed in a rush by people whose only

The magazine also blamed the organ Braz i1 -

was more supportive of the Federation; on June 30,

not to re tur n

his newspaper continued to give credit to the Federation's new

i t ask e d ;

Con t i nu i ng its
so stated the hope that they would soon present

97

concern was their personal aggrandizement, and its action, a

the Brazilian government's neutrality

a mi ss i on of

and unprepared for

99
needed. "

conquered land, although

if it avoided "...ruinous
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At though Brazi 1 and most of the Latin American countries dif
fered wit h Israe1 the status of Jerusalem—and iton is not

uni i k e 1 y that the Vatican's pressure

i n the pos i t i on of

pro-Israe1 than

f or i nstance, with the exception of Cuba, Latin American countries

sponsored a resolution which made Israel's wit hdrawa1 cordi t i onal

up on

W i t h

e n d o f the war ,

of i n v o 1 v e d ,

coun tries i nternati oral

communi ty . 1
the 8 e c u r i ty Co unc i 1 to approve treaty which requested faira
treatment for Brazil's support for Israel's

cond i t ional w i thdrawal had to be balanced by other less zealous

form of neutrality since the last thingresponses to maintain a

that t he I tarnar ati wanted was

Thus, Br az i 1 to condemn Israelthe Sov i e t mot i onabstained on as
the to the UN,though the Brazilian representativeaggressor even
Sette Camara, I srae 1 i cu1 pa-no proof ofexplained that there was

clearly his country was not prepared to accuse Egypt ofan d
Prime Min-I srae 1 iletter dated June 7,aggress i on e i t h e r .

i ster Levi SilvaPresident Costa eEshkoi
The President's answer was shortaggress i on.

and clear: forum tothe

to act according to the regulationshoped that Israel would continue
104of that

I 
-•

-

i

■

international organization.

to denounce Egyptian

bi 1 j ty,103

requested Brazilian

these countries—this bloc of nations was more

the c ou n tries

1967. Thus,

102 the prisoners of war.

the Security Council, and a group of
considered to be representatives of the

101

I n a

Brazil, Argentina, and Ethiopia asked

the cessation of belligerence.^^

any other bloc during the crisis of

the Brazilian government asked for a meeting

I n add i t i on ,

in this respect had a hand

investigate the matter was the UN and he

and a few days later with thethe ceasefire on June 7,

to irritate the Arab countries.
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The careful did net neces-

sar i 1 y reflect the more emotional atitudes of commitment from

p r om i n e n t Braz i 1 i ans.

state of Guanabara, Carlos Lacerda, said that by talking about
anni h i1 at i ng the state of Israel, Nasser became liable for the crime

of genoc i de ,

I srae 1 but against Al so i n

where the Arab community was not influentialas
the president of the High Mili

tary Tr i bun al , Moron F i 1 ho: II the

..106Jew i sh state.

ian Par 1 i ament although the majority of representatives favored

neutrality and wanted to avoid having Brazil beeome a battlefield,

a s w a s state d w hen to Brazil to

speak about the The occasion of Moshe Dayan's

the

Jews of unwi 1 1 ingress to ass i m i late

the

. Among those representatives defending Israel's position,war-

th e mos t vehement statements came from Deputy Kertzman. After

blaming Nasser for II . ..Braz i1the outbreak, he declared that
..108would become Depu tyi t rema ins neutral.i fnew Pi latea

I.sr se 1 Di as Nov a i s , explained that the po-the other hand,on
government was due to thes i t i on of neutrality adopted by the

■fact that Brazil the be 11 iger-enjoyed good relations with all

had been made byent parties and

citizens of commun i ties.both

i n thearticlesn um.be r of anti-Israeliof sma 1 1a
at leastthat press was pro-Israeli or ,non-Jew ish

that great contributions
109

!

Insp i te

I

the UN and the Arab people

daughten's

and that Nasser's aggression was not only against 

as wel 1 ,1 05

. 107recent war.

Rio,

D i ar i o de Not i c i as quoted

visit was used by Deputy Salim. Sadeh to accuse

a former governor of the

Pau 1o,

balance maintained by the Itamarati

..the right is on the side of

Israeli writer Yael Dayan came

as i n Sao

Strong emotions were also expressed in the Brazi1-

to Brazilian life, which was

Thu s, for ex amp 1e,

sam.e accusation made by a Syrian r epresen tat i ve before the

press, most of



against the USSR due to
this attitude appeared

known fornewspaper,

castigated the Soviet Union for its policies towards the Middle

East , and criticized the UN for engaging in bureaucratic matters

instead of seeking a just solution for In its July 27

ed i t i on , Aon de Uamos stated that a number of paid articles ap
peared in i n1 and Eraz i 1 iansome
troops of
In add i t i on, "free c i r c u 1 a t;on of
intrigues by during the weeks

that foilow e d no other Jewish publicationHowever ,
considered the medi an t i-Israe1 i . In fact, the Erazi1 i anerto bea

and televisionrad i o, as

pro-Israe1 i , I sr ae1 i t a "... a1mos tand according to the Jornal

all types pf medi along with Brazil'sa,

theto Israel's self-defense.
of

which on Junerespected Ci Estado de S a o Paulo,

Compared Nasser's

It concluded. machinati ons of Castro and Janio Quadros.Fidel
the conflict would start with Nasser'sthat the only solu t ion t o

114resignation.
do not have strong politicalAl though

convictions i n t e r e s t i nor
the decisions of the government,sen t element ofan

open-minded <sic)the
did not elaborate further on thiswere with Israel .

Y i d d i s h e r Z e i t u n q

112

sincerely favorable

general posi t ion

in Rio's Ultima Hora. This
its support of Arab countries. An ex

mistreating Brazilians who were part of the UN forces.

in power were

the areaJIO

the non-Jewish press can be seen

according to the Brazil ianer Yiddishe Zeitung,
115 The newspaper

pressure on

viewed the press,

amp 1e of

"grotesque;" and

newspapers, accusing Israeli

in general Brazilians
international matters and do not pre-

111" An example of
intellectuals, are

its criticism against the United States,

absolute power with theintention to create an

radio, and t e1e v i s i on"the press, i
111 the war.

the magazine reported on the

in the highly
11 stated that

Nasser's manoeuvres to remain
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statement . of information regarding publ i
op i n i on poll organized by the Jornal do Bras i1

of Rio, in terv i ewed

responded that had to choose between Israel and
the Arabs, However , i t i s poss i ble
that the poll might have been somewhat different
i n Sao Pau 1 influence was far
in Rio.

Co n c1u s ion.

reacti on
significant than i n 1 956.
d i v i de d an d weak ,
c1ubs, such as Hebraica and Macabi, became i ncreas i ngly
important as meeting points where Jews expressed their

con c ern and support for Israel. Young people attended ral-
1 i e s , and the adult population expressed its support by giving
blood and sending clothes and medicines through the Red Cross.
An emergency campaign was rapidly organized, although it was

not off i c i al 1y and publicly conducted. In general , the ral 1 i es

and expressed their opposition tooccurred before the war
i n the beginning of hostilities andwar the Middle East. With

Ithat am aw ar e
of, Jews were emo t i on a11y involved and proudwas organized.
of Israel's m i 1 i tary v i c tory but, publicly, tended to keep a
1 ow and toof the Itamarati ,the positionsprof i 1e , to reflect
stress their to Brazi 1 .comm i tmen t

!

I

3’

r

i
to the Six-Day War was far more

f r om a

more s i gn i f i can t than

stands came

was better organized. Sport and social

i n case Braz i1

which reported that more

after them,

the result of

than 967 of those

i t should support Israel

Its leadership, although still

Braz i 1 i an Jews'

The only other source

o, where Arab

only one rally in support of Israel,
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attending a rally i n New York.
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81 . 1967.

82 .

83. 1967.
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picture of IsraeliJune 18,

by giving blood.

86. 1 967.Aonde Uamos, August 3,

to send money87. To have oraccoun tan

i n mostis illegalthan business•abroad for purposes other

theincluding Brazil. Apparently,South-American countries,

of the "umbrella"money collected was

i ininii

ambassador Di von setting the example

centralized by one

(4

J

in foreign countries

1967. The latter published a

volunteers were

attended by about 7,000 people, and 45,000 were reported

1967; Aonde Vamos, June 1,

Cronica Israe1 i ta, June 15,

Cron i ca Israe1 i ta,

Uruguayan Jews, counting about one

Cronica Israel i ta, July 31 ,

June 15,

in favor of Israel. Thus, demonstrations

Br az i 1 i an er Y i dd i she Ze i tung, June 9, 1 967 ,

popu1 at i on, sen t
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organi zat ions, then i t

was changed into dollars, and sent to Israel. The -fact that

could certainly be attributed to its secrecy. Anotherpress
ex amp 1 e of
I srae 1 i t a' s edi t i on of September 17, 1967, where the
f i name i al support of Jews around the world was described

bu t support was reported. Thus,
the very few the Jewish press mentioned
the ex i stence of such campaigns could be
ca 1 ami . "

88. 1 967. Ihe communi que15,

89. Brazi 1 i an er Y i ddi sh e Z e i t un g, 1 967.J u n e 9,

90 . 1 967.June 9,

91 . The of was a public rallyI awaream
Rio de Janeiro which attracted about 5,000 people,held i n

and who expressed their solidarity

reaction and Israel's peace cause .w i th

1 967.See Jornal

ibid., September 4.92. Jornal July 16, 1967; see alsoIsrael i ta,

1967.93. Jornal

ii

1

I

a 
3

Brazi 1 i aner Y i ddi she Z e i t u n g,

Israel's defensive

a "lapsusseen as

this discretion can be seen in the Jornal

no mention of Brazilian Jews'

was issued

non-Jews among them,

the emergency campaign is found in the

on June 6.

almost no trace of

Israel i ta, Ju 1y 2 ,

i t was taken to a third country were

Israe1 i ta, July 9 and 16,

Cronica Israe1 i ta, June

only exception that

instances in wh i ch
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1967.102. June 15,

103.

Cr on i ca Isr ae1 i ta,

stated -Following the cease-fire

Con-f e de rat i on

Cron i ca

July 6,

//b b

4

Barromi ,

I sr ae 1 i t a ,

even by the Jewish press.

1967. The magazine sometimes assumed

ibid. The magazine re-ferred to the -fact

it stated that "The
it even changed i tsFederation had tried everything,

1967. Brazil's proposal wasCron i ca Israel i ta, June 15,

ironic position, as when

During the same meeting, which occurred on June 14, ^ra*. i 1

person's name one would be able to mislead the angel o-f



Assemb1y.

4

1 967.104.
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1967.106.

1 967.16,July107. Cron i ca Israel it a ,
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1 967.15,J u n e109.
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1967.Ju 1y 27,111. Aonde Vamos,

1967.Brazilianer Yiddishe Zeitung, June 23,112.

1967.July 23,113. Jornal Israe1 i ta,
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Cron i ca Israe 1 i ta,

Cron i ca Israel i ta,

rejected the Soviet request -for a meeting o-F the General

June 18,

B r a z i 1 i a n e r Yiddishe Z e i tu n g, June 9,

Cronica Israel ita, June 15,

Israe1 i ta, June
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EEC. France and Engl and, i n less than twenty years went through
a p r o c e s s w h i c h led from belligerency to neutrality and

p r o - A r a b s t a n d s . i mpos i ng f ac tor helped to

f u r then e x p 1 a i n the European pragmatic stand: oil. Referring to

We stern European dependence on Arab oil, H. Sachar wrote : "Th i s

Western to be exploited during

the Yom Sachar does not mention
over1ooke d, element of pressure had
been put 1973 war. In fact, during every

against Israel the Arabs tried to pressurewar
nat i on al i n 1948, the embargo

ineffectivewas i ts

which 72Z c ame

Europe by
However , by the mid-sixties o i1 replaced coal as Western Europe's

of

June 1967, Libya,

an o i 1 embargo in which transpor tat i on as well

involved. With half ofon e
shortage would create.experienced the kind of problems a

Si nee the
the Un i t e dof cr is isi n t i me s

States again the Sov i e t1967. Moreover,to help Europe i nc ame
saw

the Soviet bloc.and an

increased their exports

the United States was1950s and 1960s,during the

II

Europe

single

Un i on
was exported from

a s pr oduct i on w ere

a new

its energy requirements depending on oil,

a good opportunity to profit from the European needs

Need1ess to say,

to be used

the fac t, many t i me s

increasing volume of oil

P r i iti a r y s o u r c e

1956 embargo the boycotted nations had reserve stocks

In addition, Venezuela and Indonesia also

community through the oil weapon:

e v e n to

and i n add i t i on to this,

from Arab nations, but the embargo was not successful

to work long before the

because the United States implemented an emergency oi1-1 ift to

Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Iraq imposed

to .Europe . Thus ,

energy and with the outbreak of hostilities in

because Western Europe used oil for only 10Z of
2 

energy requirements; in 1956 the percentage climbed to 25 cut of

economi c vu1nerabi 1 i ty was now
1 

Kippur War."

that the oil weapon as an

the inter-

3 
increasing its own production and that of the Caribbean.
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a ma j or e1 ement in break i ng down the Arab nation's attempted pres-

Eu tsures. not willing to depend the United Stateson

i n East developed. Furthermore, US oi 1 needs increased
and more :more by 1973, dome stic production

only met 65Z of Wh i 1 e the US depended on Arab sources
for about 6Z to 9.Z of its total oil requirements in 15'73, Western

European dependence Arab o i 1on
857.', wh i 1e Jap an's c 1 ose to Thus, it appears that whilewas

embargo of the 1950s and 1960s was basically a policy of

"punishment" against pro-Israeli na t i ons, the 1970s

t h e b e g i n n i n g o fwas an aggressive policy aimed at using the o i I
weapon t n r e a t the Western nations in favor of Araba
posi t i ons v i s-a-vi s the Middle East conflict. ibis pol i cy was
imp1 ernen ted du r in q the Yom Kippur War and resulted in the

for which the Arab coun t r i e s

were hard’y blamed by the commun i ty.i n trnat i onal

Another factor that might have influenced the shifting stand

terrorism that intimidated
Europe from the end of the decisionI t seems thatthe 1960s and on.

‘o attack targets beyond the

of ac t i on. Al thoughas a
t h a t .• a.

it sought to hardene1emen ts within
the i r include a world that according to themfight and to d i r ec 11 y

1967theAmong other things,ae emed i nsensi t i ve to their plea.

tonesmash i ng Israe1 i

to the FLO'leadership: Ahmed Shukeiry was forced into retirement

|

r e g i s t e r e d
5 

90.Z.

e1aborate.p1 an
6

1 970 ,

i t s economi c

the United States'
4 

its needs.

victory brought about

of Western Europe

to re solve
the Middle

the EEC was

a few years before

and even neutral

and political probl ems every time crisis-

one of

a much more aggressive

an average of 697. to

while Yasser Arafat was promoted, thus becoming with his Al Fatah

to win over

date the FLO leadership or some

most devastating word d economic crises,

crisis was highly visible only in
desperate cry than as an

limits of the Middle East came more

was the Arab-Palestinian

the oil



group
w i t h i n

the FLO. Bard1 iners w i thin the FLO brought about the -Format i on

and subgroups that demanded a still

at t itude to 1 ! berate Palestine. Among these, the Marxi st Popu1 ar

Front -for of Palestine CPFLP) was organized

unde r t h e 1 eadershi p o-f Christian born George Habash, •foil owed

shortly by o-f the F'FLP General C omma n d w h i c h w a s

headed by Ahmad Jibril. The hardl i ners' idea o-f a more radical
a 11 i tude t h a t Israel—in -fact Jewish targets — should bew a s
a 11 a c k e d ever y where i n f 1 u e n t i a 1 countries would pay at
tention a nd reel pressured to favor
wh atee r t he cost . following its philosophy, the PFLP struck

■for the f i r s t t i me 1968:

Rome t o I s r- a e 1 ■forced to land From thenwas
i n t e r n a t i o n a 1 involving the killing o-f civil i anso-f terror ,wav e
of different nat i on al i t i es—some t imes wi th the tacit consent of
governments—and detonation of bombs in private and public places,
became the new mark of i nsane . I nsane
because it consentedInsane becauseconsented to be blackmailed.i t
to be hit aga i n the mainEurope becameBesides Israel,and again.
target of terrorist activities and perhaps its shameful—though not

and unexpected field of action for

th e Palestinian guerillas. As a result of every European air por t
the most bizarre agreementsand of terrorism,1 i k e 1 y a i m

to gueriliaWest Germany's Lufthansa paid blackmail moneywere made :
its flights, while Francethe safety ofor gan i z a t i on s to e n s u r e

stanceits anti-Israeli diplomatic i ncommi 11 e d to maintainitself
list couId probab1y beAnd theexchange for similar

What wasno t avo id being a 11 ac k ed.*n1arged. Still,

!

8 
assurances.

the most powerfu 1 —though not unchal 1 enged—e 1 emen t

the formation

the L i be r a t i on

an El-Al plane

7 
in Al geria.

grou p e s

hew —-reaction triggered a new

ci ty be i ng a

the Palestinian cause,

more violent

on an

of new

so that

Europe could

on July IS,

a twentieth century world gone

en route from



that Europe could be manipulated.
the radical left tended to be sympathetic to Arab

violence , part of the Thirld World struggle against
Imperial i sm, an d Israe1 , due to its alliance with Britain and
Fr an c e aga i ns t Egypt its securing of territories after
the June a col onial istic oppresor,as an

expansi on i st power .

— Israe1 ' s firmest supporter—New Left, particularly among black

students.

In c1ear 1y sympat h e t i c

to the Arab-Palestinian cause which, aga i n ,!
Third World liberation movement against Imperialism. Many mi! i tary

governmen ts, a t the peak of their power i n the 1960s and 1970s,

tended to have t h e i ra

f or its mili tary intelligentsia and capabilities, as

we 1 1 great respect for the Israel is as an embodiment of whatas

w i t h i n

ant i-Israe1 i smas if n o t p ro-Arabi sm.

In rel at i on to the African nations, presence
III

i n the independence within a period of f if —early days of African

teen years the si tuat ion

During the 1950s Israel worked diligently to win the friendship of

many African nations building hotel

training military units and guards, and sharing agricultural e x p e r -
its conflict with the Arabt i se . however ,Unfortunately for Israel ,

its relations with Africa.nat ions impact onnegat i ve

1956 was already a dubious

f

with France and England in

a dm i r a t i o n

Its al 1 i ance

s and government quarters,

an t i semi i t i sm—so

1967 victory was seen

was seen

which was seen as

as part of a

I n add i ti on,

The same tendency existed in the United States'

was reversed in favor of Arab presence .

clear was the fact

the m i 1 i tary forces, c1ergy, and members of the hi gh society
the mi 1 i tary perceived was a Spartan way of 1 ife. On the other hand,

was to have a

and among some Christian leaders.

after a major Israeli

close to their hearts—could also be translated

Latin America, militant left groups were

in 1956, and

c i r cumspec ts=a- sympathy for Israel because of
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n o t e ■For- African nations but Israel

matically badly hurt i n 1767 when it seized the Sinai Pen i n-
sula — officially regarded as African soil. Moreover, Afr i can sta

tes wit h 1 ar ge became increasingly suppor

ts ve of the Ara.b and Pa 1 est i n i an

r e c e i v i n g e x t e n s i v e

Th u s 5 f or d i v e r se in different parts of the world,reasons,

and for an blocs, and people, I r ae i

was not t h a t

ad f r om the ashes and had turned deserts into orange gr ov e a any-
■

I tmore . longer what J.L. Borges in one of his poems

leon de mediodia." Instead, by

1 773, I srae 1 a I 1 e ge d 1 y be c ame i mper i al i st i c, c r u e 1 ruler ofan

a land which was not its own, to say the least.

On September 1770 Nasser died and Vice-President Anwar al-Sadat

was establ i shed leader of Egypt. Unlike Nasser, Sa da ttheas new

favored economy and a more nationalistic Egypt1 i berala mor e as

opposed to the pan-Arabism so eagerly launched by hisidea of

predecesor . towards the Jewish state was stated quiteHis p o 1 i c y
IK

increasing pressure of thesoon and i n par t to theanswer

powe r fu1 military class; however,

June 1767. From the very begin-response to the defeat ofshamefu1

n i ng it was not not war," but rather of"war or

when to attack. to strike againstintentionSada t dec1 ared his
Israe 1 i n t e r -Israe1 these menaces werei noccasions butse v e r a 1on

inflame Arab hatredtopreted than empty rhe torias nothing more

of Soviet advisors from Egyptian terr;torytowards Israel. His removal

i nab i 1 i tyin July 1$?72 further increased Israel's belief

TFiVf

I

I

increasing number of nations,

I s1 am i c p op u1 a t i on s,

was politically and diplo-

cause with expectations of
9 

aid from Arab oil-producing countries.

was no

was an

in Sadat's

it basically came as an Egyptian

a question of

called ''[Israel] hermoso como

courageous 1 i ttle country whose people were resurrec-



to attack. However , Sadat continued to build

an agreement -for joint military ac

re ached with Syria, now equipped with some of the utmost mo-
the Soviets could provide. In August Sadat v i s i ted Saud i

Arabia and succeeded in winning assurance from Riyadh that an o i 1
embargo to the West would be utilized if required. By September 10,

agreed to be part of the Arab front against Israel,
al though i n indirect way than other Arab nations. By then
Sadat asked
s i v e del i v e ry o f and sophisticated equipment began to i nn ew arr> ve
tgyp t a.ga i n wh i 1 e
of g r o w i n g ten s i o n s bet w e e n Egypt and the Soviet Union, An additional
step in Sadat's campaign of de c e p t i on included leaking the false

t o the off i c i al newspaper al-Ahram that Egyptian of
ficers were planning to make a pilgrimage to Mecca .because of the

ce1ebrat i related to Ramadan and that the Rumanian defense minis-on s
was scheduled to visit

in which Israeli ts purpose
wou 1 d be at tacked.

I n re 1 at i on ' to Israel,
from 1968 to 1970, I sr ae 1 ithe borders were relatively calm. at-

avoiding acts of terrorism,was focused on

out mostly abroad. There are several

the War. of the Day of Atonement began. Amonglack of p r e p ar a t i on wh e rr

the Israelithem, false alarm in May i 973 which cost economya
the prox i m i ty of elections wh i ch were scheduled • u-rdear 1 andy>

had been congratu1 ating itselfOc t obe r the Labor Party31' for wh i ch
the S i x -afterbor de r s. Mor e ov e r,for maintaining calm and secure

II.

i nformat i on

other Arab nations:

ten t i on

a mas-a result

a more

t i on was

a c ommo n str at e gy w i th

wh i ch were carr i ed

Cairo on October 8. Sadat's campaign o

dern weapons

the Egyptian leader allowed reports to be circulated

the Soviets to renew their ties, and as

to cover up the datedeception had for

in March 1973,

after the war of attrition that lasted

Hussein had

reasons which explain the Israeli



sir

I srae 1 i s felt

of gave serious consideration

to the possibility of a new defeat th-e

Ar-aci

of the Y om K i p p u r W a r : al though Israe1 i

sary data on Arab by failing to properly

e v a 1 u a t e them,

October 6, 1973.

The Si tuat ion in Australia. Australian Jewry's Reaction.

In Austral i gover ri

me n t the Labor c ame

tions. The new government led by Gough Whitlam had a new, " n e u t r a ' “

approach

Jew i sh

Wh i 11 am ■' s government pushed forward a foreign policy which seemed
to be directed to winning an
Th i r1d Wor1d, Thus,among other things, his government became very

• cri t ical the United States while emphasizing the role of theof

UN, ofby then

thei nand Third World countries which ,

+ i nanc i al In such conto survive.i n orderaid of greater powers

to the new Austral i andi t i ons I srae 1 1 i ttle importancewas of

v i s-a-of Wh i 11 am's Austral i aregime. The
v i s East became publ icthe Middle

I

!

Afro-Asi an

invincibility. No one 
b* i ti

the Arabs willing to risk

a boomerang during the first caysi nv i nc i bi 1 i ty operated as

a certain degree

t owards the Middle

t i on s wp r p w ■ 1 J j n g

intelligence had the neces-

unprecedented tendencies

in October 1973, but by then it

community which had a

a shadowy' organization manipulated by the votes

activities and dep 1oyments,

a sense of self-assurance, and even

East, something unexpected by the
10 

long history of voting for Labor.

started on

turn, needed

sense of

to power after winning the 1972 elec-

■r-1 ok—a—pp"i and humiliation. Tris

important if not leading role in. the

Israel was caught by surprise when the Arab attack

Day War vi c tory,

after more than two decades of Liberal



was not shockingly unexpected by •Jewish leadership. $
before the Yom Kippur War, the ECAJ expressed i ts

had been taking at the UN since
L a b o r h a d a s s u m e d towardsconcern,
the end of August and beginning of September, the possible presence
of an Arab terror is t in Australia was reported by the press.
Communal 1 eaders, wh i 1e try i ng to sa i d
that the matter should be left to the police. One week later the
wal I s of Y e s h i v a C o 1 1 e g e i n sc r i p t i on s
sue h "Ado If is back" " rU shower t ime .as and I t
wh e t h er had a 1 i nk to the possible presence of Arab
terror i s t s i n Au stral i a it was perpetrated by radicali f r i gh tor

e1 emen ts.

a s c o r. f i r m e d w h e n the Federal
wi th at temp ting Still,

instead of Azzam was simply

deported probably because the government feared reprisals. The

attitude was criticized by the president of the ECAJ,government' s

Lou is Klein,
..15

c I i ma t e in Austral i a, The Australian Jewish News rep o r t e d

image in Australia had declinedgrow ing evidence that Israel's

propaganda of anti—Israelis i n c e

interest vis-a-vis Jewish and Israelii n
i t seIf ,

I 1 1 us—produced by the Six-Day War.on 1 y f i

trat i ng this fact ,
i n v o 1 v e d i n e i t h e rcommuni ty is not"More than t h i r d of theon e

he 1 ped by host i 1 e

avoid a wave of panic,
12 

the Australian

the Six-Day War, 

nature J

Government charged Abdul Azzam 
1 4 in Australia.

wing Austral ian

the stand Austral ia
11 governmen t.

Con f i rmi n g

is hard to say

in Melbourne were vandalized with 
.,13

jI

a r e v i v a 1

the Jewish community regarding this new

Jews and non-Jews, "...has not been well served by the government.

the fears of

matters was also clear within the Australian Jewish community

this act

In addition to this

the expected six months prison term,

In any case the presence of terrorists

ve years after

I n fac t, we 1 1

concern at

Eiu t a decline

who warned that the security of Australian citizens,

Isadore Magit, president of the LUA, stated:

some kind of terrorist activity
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I srae 1 related ac t i v i t e s F ij r t h e r

illustrating that point was

ceabl e over

a period of four 1970 13,544 families

i 1971 12,393 II

1972 11,395 II

1973 11,360 II

After the

the Austral i an

gov ernment to condemn
peacefu1 so Iu t ion
gove rnmen t was no t prep are d to take such i t was
not i n its best interest. The excuse given by Whitlam was that s i n c e

ambassador t o the UN,

president of the Security Council at the time
to make When he finally

the battle beganthan one week after
the Pri Minister statedme
for early end, but he was not ready to point out the aggressor.an

In additi Austral i a'sto make matters worse,on ,

tant to meet w.i th Jewish r epresen tat i ves during the first stages

of the Klein and Sam Lipski,Canberra with L.When he met i nwar .

■ the Communal the VJBD,D i rec tor of

Austral i a's p os i t i on The Jewishwas of

its representatives and press expressedcommunity through most of

Australia's stand and vehemently criticizedi ts d i ssapoi n tmen t i n

ironic new wordit coined anFur thermore,

to refer to the government's policies

that he deplored the hostilities and called

21

2 3 the Whitl am gov e r nme n t.

regardi ng- the number of families pledging for the UIA
1 8 years:

Whitlam once more affirmed that
22

"evenhanded neutral ity. "

a step simp1y beeause

leader was reluc-

the Austral i an

si 1ence more

the fact that a descent curve was noti-

did break his

it would not be approp-
20 

any statement criticizing either side.

Sir L aw r e n c e M c I n t y r e , w a s

Howe ver, Whi 11 am's
the Arab aggression and to mediate for a

19 to the Middle East crisis.

towards the Middle East con-

1 7 or anything Jewish whatsoever."

■-hat representatives of Austral i an Jewry had called upon
outbreak of hostilities on October 6, L. Klein reported



fl i c t : The ■accuracy of the slang was demonstrated

before the end o f the conf 1 i c t when the Australian government

representative
to discuss some sort of o i 1

completely overlooked by the Jewish
The fact that Whi 11 am opted for a neutral stan d v i s-a-vis the

and perhaps even a pro-Arab stand, does not mean
government or another Labor PM would have acted i n

a different manner. Because of the general political si tuat i on i t

was most 1 i k e 1 y that other political leaders or parties would have

r e ac ted s i m i 1 ar 1y. Among those who seemed to think otherwise, El azar
an d Me dd i n g wro t e:

Liberal opposition seemed to be better disposed
to Israe1, which also received the absolutely unequivocal,
deep, and outspoken support of Mr, R. J. Hawk e , F'r e s i de n t of
the National Executive of
1 i -an Count i 1 of Trade Un ions...

Al so of Temple Beth Israeli n ofthe same
Me 1 bourne , sa i d i n an

East crisis was completely new."...approach to the Middle

LiberalHe did not support Israel,

for Labor and Immigration for theOn October 21, the spokesman
that most Australians would be sympa-opposi t i on, sa i dM . Fraser ,

the state of Israel

observation wasthe fact that Fraser'sMiddle East However ,war .

rapprochement, a fact almost

24press.

the Labor Party and of the Austra-
25

t h e t i c

26 governments have done to date."

" n e u t r u I L i t y . "

"The federal

to go to several Arab nations

as all Austral i an

interview that Wh i 11 am's

i n order

mil i tary crisis,

that a Liberal

to the cause of

vein, John Levi, rabbi

in relation to the

appointed an official
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expressed in electoral political statement greatly diminishes

l he f ac t that other political parties or pelit-

Id have probably -followed the line of pseudo-neutral i ty
ji|

is f ur t h er illustrated by the controversy

Labor and Liberal parties deal i ng wi th the Yom

Kippur War. Senators Kane and Byrne of the Democratic Labor Party
CDLP) , wanted Australia to take a firm stand in support of Israel

a motionI

which would have labeled the
as aggressors. Not only Whitlam was not prepared for-

allied Li bera 1 and Country parties. I he reluctance of

par ties two senators' motion was further apparent

whe n Sena tor Kan e sent

ass i stance in lobbying al 1

t o v o t e w i t h i t

was pol i ti cal

■for the most life. Conf i rm i ng

the v i ewp o i n t

Wh i 11 am' s policy, I s i

twen t y-se v e n Labor-

considered a friend of

praise from Elazar and Weddinghave received more

than he deserved. I 1 1 ustrati ng th is point,

The Austr al i ani n

i

calling for the government to condemn 
28 

for a 11 ac k i n g Isr ae 1 ,

Israel—as had been Whitlam just before assum i ng Austral i a's

Egypt and Syria

two countries

31 
pari iamentarians from expressing support for Israel .

1 eadersh i p—may

Nevertheless,- the firm stand taken by Whitlam did not prevent

i c i ans wou

a pro-Israeli speech

the motion was blocked even by the closely

in early November was highly criticized by

involving both

And Robert Hawke, who had always been

such dec 1 ar at i on bu t

put forward by Whitlam,

a telegram to L. Klein asking for his

that either party would have followed to some extent

by Hawke to the UJBD

• But, again,

considerations rather than a sense of justice that

an
27 

its i mpor tance.

and introduced

these two

part, guided Australian political

to support the

Liberal and Country Party senators
29 

the DLR on the pro-Israel proposal.

Leibler stated that no party's policy was real-
, 30
* X satisfactory from an Australian Jewish and Israeli standpoint.

Pamela Ruskin's longtime "Roundabout" column
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Jewish News. Though not a pol i tical expert, she courageously ob

served :

" I t i s a pity you preaching to the converted atwere

the Board of Deputies. It would have been good to

h e ar i t 'This Week'ov e r

read in the dailyor

I n f ac t , i t took Hawke three weeks to make his declarations to

the 'JJED publ i c , a delay which was criticized by The Austral i an

J e w i s h M e w s November 23 but only after his position became pub-on

lie. I n a

sen ior Labor o f f i c i a 1 attended a pro-Arab rally Sy
then i t was c 1 ear t h a t the Labor Party was divided on the Middle
Eas t

were political contenders within the same party. Thus, when i n

the Soviet Union to the Israelis and the Arabs,f or supp1y i ng arms

thus indirectly -further pr-omot i ng military conf 1 i c ts i n the area,

the Prime Minister the opportunity to also criticize hist ook

of that the Jewish pressthat t i meIt was also at
f u r t h e r for example, the Yiddish press publishedpromo ted Hawke:

it calledin whichBob Hawke"to Mr .t i tied "Salute
,35h i m friend of Mankind and Israel. The YiddishII . .sincerea

only media to express open' support for Hawke'spress was not the

for instance,stand East. Th e Me 1bour n e Herald,on
is Right on Arabs."published a pro-Israeli titled "Hawkearticle

the Middle

programme
32 

press. "

an ar tide

party enemy Hawke by accusing h i m of lack of knowledge in matters 

34 
e c on omy.

probably to balance Hawke's support of Israel,

33 tn Melbourne.

or some other television

or more accurately perhaps that Whi11 am and Hawke

any case.

early November Whi 11 am criticized both the United States and

i t as a statement



The Austral i an government's lack of support -for- Israel created

amount

of facts related

t a t i v e s , a t 1 e a s t u n t i 1

i m p o r t a n t J e w i s h

their support of Sam Lipski's comments illustrate the

kind of di st or t i on be i ng practiced. On the second week of the

i n the midst ofwar , the fight, he diminished the tremendous im

pact of the by saying that:war

"In the Six-Day War everyone felt i t was a war of surv i val . .

t h i s time, i t i n that sense, bu t

f or the fundamental security interests of the State

,,37of I sr ae1 .

Li psk i 's p ar t i a 1 reading of events became noticeable once again

on October 21 when, he stated:addressing a youth rally,

"France and England have proclaimed their neutrality and yet
a t the training Arab pilots in secret to flysame

French

has announced neutrality—which is better than one sidedness."

Lipski's remark was all at a time when Australia's

to whether it was right to be
> ■

Rusk i n ,neutral , and whether Whitlam's stand was

throughout the war, cynically wroteexpressed her views

non-Jewish pol i tical figures and other

disappointment regarding the government's stand and expressed 
36

I srae1 .

who clearly

a cert a i n

neutral ity had been questioned as

a war

roplanes and he 1 icop ters...Austral ia
38

the more curious

war of survival

and Engl i sh made ae

circles and representatives stated their clear

t i me are

'-‘f cautious behavior and even some distortion

in fact neutral. P.

to the war by some Jew.i sh circles and represen-



. . so

Austral i an was

an unusual e v. am p 1 e of caution by the editor in a note following

Ruskin's words which stated that the newspaper was not to be held

responsible for opinions written other its editorials.

editorial by The Australian Jewish News

wr i 11 e n du r i ng

October 24—the first and unsuccessful cease fire

began October 22—which had something to say about Australia'son

stand. Th is edit or i a 1 , after criticizing France and England

continuous supplying mi 1 i tary ec to Egypt,
wen t to condemnon the united States for imposing cease fire
condit i ons I srae1 .on
of disapproval was stated.
"poe ti cal" II ...Australia managed some noble sound of neut-

the Austral i an
Jew i sh rallies and an emergency camcommunity organized several

paign for the collection of funds. number of volun

teers went number of youth activities were schedul-to Israe1 and a
ed.

Because of the news about the war reachedtime difference,the

before thethe day after Yom Kippur was over .
Jewi sh i ndemonstrat i onto announce it, ahad t i mepress even

promptly organized for October 9 at the St.support of Israe 1 was
One ofand attracted 2,500 people.in Melbourne

the State Zionist Council,the speakers, R.

UN to condemn the Arabgovernment and the

However,

called policy of complete neutrality..." of the
39 gov er nme n t.

v i ew:
40ral ity. . ."

immediately after the second cease

asked the Austral i an

Austral i a

the war or

I n add i t i on, a

Ki Ida Town Hall

fire on

There was only one

In relation to Australia, not a single word

In fact, according to the editor's

than in

for the i

Reacting to the War of the Day of Atonement,

Because of her open criticism there

Zablud, president of

about the "



/o

I. Le i bl er more aggressive approach,

criticizing the government -for not taking any action especially

because Austral i member of the Security Council and its

t h a t Despite the haste in organizing the rally,

i t was attended. 11 was foil owed by several smal1 er
October 21 .and 22 when also

paign which included a fund-raising appeal One of

these ral1 i which had for target young people between the ages

attracted 450 at the orthodox St. Ki Ida

Congregat i The following week there was another demonstration,

ounger people from different youth movements which

. h e

tended by 250

1 and, Canberra, Ade 1 a i de, The si tuat i on

in Perth was particularly remarkable because of the continuous

comm i tment
popu 1 at ion of
support of
rally being organized by Sydney's Jewish community.

students at Jewish schools were deeply involved.

time when the ne i ghbor ' syoungsters used to wash cars and cut

grass for smal 1 to the UIA campaign had indeed pas-change to give

sed. Il lustratingBy 1973, young students came with hard cash.
the point, the students of the

the students of Mountwhile

Rabb iCommenting on
than theirLev i lot of young people gave more moneyobserved: . . a

to the rally at TBI, at which a kindMoreover, referring

Scop us

Israel . The Australian Jewish News did not report any

46

attack while

t i me 41

an emergency cam-

42 
was launched.

of twe nt y and t h i r t y ye ar s, 

on 43

the most we I 1

Parents!"4^

I n add i t i on

this t i m-

chairman at

slightly over 3,000, 2,000 attended a public rally in

a was a

1 iberal Temple Beth Israel and which was at-

44 youngsters.

demonstrated by its Jewish community: out of a Jewish

Other rallies were organized in Queens-
45 the Gold Cost, and Perth.

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o n

to the meeting organized for Jewish youth at TBI,

Bialik School donated $3,000 to 
, u . 47
the funds being col 1ec ted for Israel, 

48 
came up with $5,000. th i s new si tuat i on,

took p

However, the

took a



of mini-appeal he said:
the k ids; we At the college

Information Center at
Monash University
openat i on o+ Jewish youth,

been the most

At the St. Ki Ida Congregation meeting which was held on October
cal I

<

to stay
less thanno

A1 t h o ij g h was not reached, twe1 ve volunte
ers left f or 1 . ae 1 at t h e v
News reported that another group would leave on November 11
seems c 1 e ar that it was somewhat hard to get volunteers. In early

Nov ember three

months stay i n however The Austrlian Jewish News did

not repor-t t h a t group of volunteers le-ft -for Israel,any other

only that by the middle o-fmore appeals were

November, A. the Australian Union o-f Jewishpresident o-f

minimum stay I n add i t i on,

1 ed "Open Letter to all Young Jews" and signed by a youth committee

■from al 1 the major- Jewish youth groups requested attendance at a
volunteering to go to Israel would be

prov idea'. chairman o-f the UJBD,Jacobson,
£rei terated

the report published on Novem—need -for volunteers.
ber 9 than one-hundred volunteers askedmore

to go to Israel . I t i s

indicated that the

59

con t i nued, 
55

I sr ae 1 ;

gather fifty people who would be able

Jctober and The Australian Jewish
5414.

this time only requesting a 
. A • - ....

Students

intent:on

on November 30 an ad tit

speaking at the headquarters of the LUA at Beth Weizmann,
58

"We raised $5,000-6,000 from
50 thought we'd raise about $1,000."

Recognizing the significant co

information on

issued. Thus,

I. Magbit stated that "...the youth has
52 heartening feature of the campaign."

on December 10, N.

mee t i ng wh ere
57 Still,

six months, and pay their own

students opened an

the or i g i na1

in a kibbutz for
4 53fare .

was held,

was to

called once more for volunteers further reducing the
56 to ten weeks.

21, a first

Surprisingly, a

the call

Roth ,

for volunteering to work in Israel was issued. The

possible that approximately one-hundred

1 eve 1 , Jew i sh I sr ae 1 i

51 in Melbourne.



information about going to Israel but the c on t i nuous

request for volunteers and the 1 ack of

departure besides the one which occurred towards the end of October
apparen 11y indicates that the original target of fiftyeven

volunteers was

was due t o the fac t that the most desirable the col 1egeage groups,

students, i n their two months of study forwe r e the academ i c

year .

Jewi sh rel igious leadership expressed its complete support of

I srae 1 .

providing rabbis— 1 i be r a1 and mos11y or thodox — ak at public
meeti ngs. Fur thermore, involvement was expressed in other ways.i ts

the outbreak of tothe war,

Israelzs ambassador It al soi n

that year's regular LUA appeal —
beginning of the war — to

•fulfill

and tr i umphant manner :

"The Jewish State i s

that blessing. Under God's providence,us pay for can

thus speed theup

a week of this
president of the Association ofaga i n , Porush,Rabb i I .

Jewish Ministers of Australia and New Zealand, expressed absolute

and called for support of the emergencyIsrae1

I n add it i on ,

W i t h i n

we
61 

day of the new Jewish victory."

a note of support was sent
60 

Canberra by the Melbourne Beth-Din.

statemen t,

and once

information about any

December. Perhaps this

i t was strongly involved in public rallies

not fulfilled, at least until

Thus, with

people did seek

an emergency campaign was launched,

so]i dar i ty with 

appeal,62

a unique blessing for all of us. Let

by offering synagogues as meeting places to support Israel and by

their belated obligations and added in a rather unexpected

which had finished shortly before the

urged those who had pledged in



A/

Once began, i t took the Australian Jewish leaders

one week to launch emergency campaign. The regular UIA campaignan

"Involvement" campaign brought a
total pledged of $-3,164,000 which had not
by the A highly publicized

•for the benefit of Russian Jews. Until the emergency
campai gn along with a Welfare Appeal for
1 ocal needs continued. Thus, Australian Jewry—and particu1 ar 1y

Me ■ awry — had already been asked to contribute to several

impor tan t appeals.

During the weekend of October 12-14, the emergency campaign was

amount a target I. Mag i t asked to,collect three

' i mes the regu1 ar

1967 3 i nee

the amount pledged for the 1973 UIA fund-raising campaign was over

*3,000,000 that Magit had in mind must have been aboutthe amount
*9,000,000. numbers were not provided for theAl though official
total of 1967 emergency campaign, the amount pledged was i nthe

in the total slightly

thanless optimisticLe i bl er was
Mag i t $-6,000,000 was a feasibleand thought that sum.over

Cont i n u i n g the pol icy of stealth that was employed during the
toJewish leadership did not wantthe

d i sc 1 ose amounts pledged or
Ateffect was expressed by the

appeal - was also conducted in Melbourne—in conjunction with London —

64

collected and a statement to that 
67 ”leaders of Beth Weizmann. At the same

on Yom Ki p p u r

neighborhood of $-3,500,000 and a final
]ess than

the war

t i me war

was organized, the others,
65

one month before Yom Kippur. The

emergency campaign of 1967,

was se t as

named "Involvement" for 1973 had officially ended slightly over

*3,000,000. Thus,

yet been fully collected
63 in the Middle East erupted.

organized and began the following week. Although no'spec i f i c

UIA total, and I. Leibler predicted that the 
66 emergency campaign amount would be, at least, doubled.



a highly publicized $100,000 donation by H, Krongo1d,

the LUA—-filling the two central pages of

Jewish News of October 26,—to build a child

training center in special education at Monash University.

The t i m i ng seems

tralian Jews

and that there it and Jewish

con tr i bu t i one to Israe1.

One week after the appeal was launched, I. Magit expressed the

v i ew that

Jews which he b e 1 i e v e d But,

on the other hand, he al so ■ted the setting up of a special

c omm i 11 e e to contributions that were »r e e xam in
i n the face of Israel's unprecedented require-

I n accord with Magit, Leu i said that some Jews, "Rabb i

ber 9, Magit reported that:

"Al though the goal
r e ac h e d,
i tse 1 f i n c om i n g very c1ose

Magit stated there was greater concernt h a t

i nSolomonv i ew,

the i r to the 1973 war. Accordingstudy of Melbourne Jewry's reaction

though significantto that study, the 1 e v e 1
No indication of thed i d not, surpass the emotional

andtotal collected was given by the Jewish press,

72 
in 1967.

This

of involvement in 1973,
73 levels of 1967.

The Austral i an

very assimilated and not particularly pro-Israel 
70 

II

there was

was an

amount of money

of money..

an overwhelming response from Jews and non

gave token sums

the Jewish community of Australia has excelled
71 

to it."

in 1973 than

for use

6 8 indication of the general mood.

however, was contradicted by R. Taft and G.

t o tally i n a d equate 

men ts . 1,69

in o r d e r

former chairman of

concerned with the welfare of Australiawere still

was no interference whatsoever between

there was

ihen again, with the ending of the campaign on Novem-

to indicate the wish to demonstrate that Aus-

set out to be achieved has not been



9*9

the on 1 y specu 1 a t i

t h a t

amount possibly donated, particularly when compared with the sums

o-f ■fulfillment regarding the results of the emergency

campa i gn , Jacobson's believed that the community should not

"labour under f al se about their contributions to the
cause of Israe1 means gave

During the entire crisis the Church remained remar k a :. si lent.

i t was announced that Cardenal

Knox the Melbourne Y Club on October 30. The

Austral i an

that the Cardinal

Con elusion.

The Labor government led by 6. Whitlam and elected in 1972,

proved to be traumatic experience for Australian Jewry. Thea

newly elected government introduced a "pseudo-neutrality"

East conf 1 i c t,

than the creation ofgovernment sinceany other Australian

the state therefor the first time,of Israel . I n add i t i on,

Jews because Arab terrorist activitieswas concern among

and also a few antisemitic sloganswere detected

Jewish properties. The Australian government swere sprayed on

the way Austral i anattitude i nseemed to have had consequences

Jewish News later reported without further comment,
77 spoke about "Australian aborigines."

illusions"

in Australia,

a community of 70,000 was

This wou 1 d

regarding the Middle which was more pro-Arab

se n se
75

N.

indicate a figure of $3,500,000 as the lowest

sed a

in mind. Although officially Magit expres-

more per

High expec tat i one, were aroused when

since other communities with fewer 
76cap i ta.

Magit and Leibl er had

an average of $-50 per head out of
74 

given.

would speak at

on came from the non-Jewish press which reported



Jewry reacted to the Yom Kippur War. Although in general i t

supported Israel through ral1 i es , answering to -fund-raising

a n d a number of volunteers who went to Israel, there

was vac illations om e even However ,

influentialonce politicians publicly stated their support of
Isra.e 1 —wh i ch took three long weeks—the vacillation among

Jews seemed to have stopped. The relatively cautious
put ! i c reac t i

t h a t , in Melbourne,even the best at tended ral1y attracted no
thanmore seven percent of

hand, smal 1e r com-.,'- i t i es which also had a history of strong
support for such

the most sal ient fact to single out was the positive,

of Australian Jewish youth. Interesting

t o n o t e , however , ccas ions wheni s that unlike otherthe fact

Jewish youth used to contribute with small amoun ts

of money earned through jobs such as washing cars or cutting

substant i al cash
s c K o o 1 s a n d y o u t h Obviously this reflected a new situationgroups.

Jews, relaxed view by the Jewish youth regardingand probably

the forms through which ideals could be accomplished.

Regarding

the by Austral i antarget, the financial response givenori g inal

J e wr y i neon trover t i bl e pos i t i veproved to be an

always growing segment of Australian

ac t i v i tie s-,

Perhaps

open-hearted react i on

the emergency campaign, although it did not achieve

Austral i an

a more

Austral, i an

answer to the

as Perth, responded overwhelmingly.

as was reflected in the totals donated by Jewish

its Jewish population. On the other

the neighbor's grass,

‘-'f increasing wealth for an

in 1973 large parts of this youth came with

on of Austral i an Jewry can be also seen in the fact

among a few of its leaders.

Yom K i p pu p



Brazilian .Jewry's Reaction.

For an d 1964, Brazil attempted to

adop t stand i n i t s -foreign policy. the

United States opposed Brazil's stance, and still wan ted to

r e t a i n c omman d i n g voice in Brazil's economy.

i n the hands of the military, who sharply dif

fer e d ec on om i con

i mp os i t i on ■= Q-f the US-I n tern?; .-r ■ ’ Monetary Fund (IMF), others
favored nat ional i st ica iented economy and a more

independent foreign policy than the established Washington-

all i ance .

mi 1 itary uni tedwe r e i t was

US, f or

instance, US-IMF plan fora

which stressed agriculture and minerals rather than industry badly
offended Brazil situation was repeated during' s rulers—the same

ex

portation

Wash i ng t on's about Brazil's policy of neutrality,concern

especially during the Quadros regime and to a lesser extent during

no longer a.factor during Castelo Branco's

ru 1 e —a fact which certainly was no surprise

However ,

iented military personnel and conservati veor

industrial ists—eager to profit from business with the state promot

1

Bras ilia

basical 1 y

national i st i cal 1y

The Si tuati on

the 19S0s when the US tried to avoid Brazil's production and

78 
of software.

However ,

a m o r e

a noninf1 ationary export-oriented economy

a new neutral

to the US since Castelo
79 

to lead a coup against Goul art.

and as a result further affected other areas. Thus,

a short period between 1961

Goul art's presidency, was

issues: while some were not bothered by the

Branco was " i ts man"

i n Brazi 1 .

the economic factor which created frictions with the

was u1 t i mate 1 1 y

However, since all factions in the Brazilian

Pol i t i cal power

in their strong anti-Communist stand,



ed a. succesfu 1 1 the more

net iona] i st i c

both i n terms of Brazil's economy and foreign policy.

US economi hegemony over Brazil had been in decline even before
the into the won Id economy

bu t accelerated the US decline in that country:

heavy US investment 1960s could not

surpass the flow of capital coming from Western Europe and Japan,

thus decreasing its

in 1950 least dupj/ng the late 1960sAs a result, at

and expected. This does not imply that Brazil adoptee any strong

as was the

countries which long lost from the US range ofwe r e
Al though hurt , the all iance between the two nations was alive and

related to matters of economy than to

foreign policy—though indirectly those could also be affected.

tine t

die East conflict — though oil prices began to jump before 1973

and the Arabs

we 1 1 before that date.
The fact

illustrated by thein matters of foreign policy, may be
■fact that i n

making arrangements with Iran and Nigeria rather than with the

Iran was

and N i ger i a, whichstrong support for Shah Reza Palevi's monarchy,

by 1973

coup d'etat which by January 1967 put

Cost a

case with other Latin American
81 

influence.

proved profitable

t i cu1 ar 1y

in power. Washington's concern was

was moving from third to second place

a an element of pressure

oi1-deficient country, was

backed by the US through a

ax i s was "alive", p ar -

1967 coup.

anti Israeli Arab countries.

aga i n e v i de n t ,

Washington had far less influence

e Si 1va

the frictions were more

ant i-Amer i can pos i t i ons,

early 1974 Brazil, an

in the ranks of

and early 1970s,

in Brazil from 48Z

than it craved

during the 1970s due to the oil crisis triggered by the Mid

share of foreign investment 
80 

to 33Z by 1974.

In fact, Brazil's integration

Interdependence between economy and foreign policy became dis-

tried to use their oil as
82

in the second half of the

that the Washington-Brasilia



o i 1 supp1 i ers to the US, i n

since Never the 1 ess, The New York Times on February 3, 1974,

reported that "discreet courtship"

of Braz i ] but required an official pro-Arab stand in exchange for

their " fr i endsh ip," Thus, al though Braz i1 was still under the
"umbre1 1 a" foreign pol icy of the United States, at least in r e 1 a t -

Eas t , attempts to change its stand existed from
abroad.

I n Braz i 1 some peop 1e though t that securing Arab oil was impor
tant to the na t i on and that perhaps a pro-Arab stand deserved
c1oser con side:

since i t was expressed before the outbreak of hostilities in

October 1973. Such

newspapers, Fol ha de Sao Paulo,

ial by Flavio de Almeida Salles entitled, "Can Brazil Adopt Another

the Middle East Conflict?" A voice of dissent from theon

of f i c i a 1 Braz i 1 i it claimed that an al-position of neutrality,an

pro-Arab stand was being considered by Brazilian dip —

1 oma t s :

"Every.day it difficult to sustain Brazil'sbecomes more
the Middle East conflict because theequi d i stance on

econom i c an d commerc i al

and Arabsemerging between Brazilianssector—that ar e
i n

to be foilowed v i s-a-vi s
that eventually—rather soonerThe i s

to re f ormu late its policy.,.than later—Brazil will have

t e r n a t i v e

decided not to participate

the Arab-led embargo by OPEC—of which Nigeria was a member 
83 

1971 .

fore i gn

Bosi t i on

started to be noticeable

..on. This opinion becomes even more important

in early August 1973 in an editor-

a view was stated in one of Sao Paulo's leading

the formulation of policies

impresion one has

the problems in that area...

Arab countries were engaged in a

i n terests—“-espec i al 1 y in the oil

ion to the Middle



to secure supply at this time of international

energy crisis. ..and if plans already under way are

whi c h p re di c t large investments of' money in

Brazil . .

Un t i 1 i t is still possible to separate

e c on om i c-c omme r c i a1 interests from political interests.
However , di ffi cu 1 ties do exist and the example of the

creat i on with the exclusioni n Lebanon,

of Jews, approved last Friday by the Economic and Social

Comm i 11 e e of

Sergio Armando Frazao showed the kind of 'gymnastics'

the I tamarati i ts equ i di s-

t a n c e , "

the Committee's function was to promote

bconomi c de ve 1 opmen t

its policy of neutrality (of-dec i si on because of

t i c i a1 1y referred

three-poi n ts cons i derat i on:

1 . Braz i 1

2. it admitted

that the future other members might be accepted to the bloc.i n

3. is not to be allowedA transitory circumstance, that is war,

is the search for develp-to damage permanent thatini tiatives,

men t .

Howe v er ,

Braz i 1 i an

The Arab posi t i on

this moment

was a. difficult

were on 1y an

would not be opposed to the development of any area.

as the writer also observed, these points

was not discriminatory because

to as 'equidistance'), and it came only after a

of a UN Committee

in Western Asia, and Brazil's favorable vote

According to the ar t i c1e

the UN under the leadership of Brazilian

has to do in order to mantain



off i c i a 1 .in fact,

seemed to have been based on the increasing mutual "... interests
between Arabs and Brazilians which.. . was admited by Brazilian

i nformal talks."

For the time being, h ow ever , relations between Brazil and Israel

rema i ned cor di a 1 . An agreement for mutual cooperation beginning

i n 1 959 bond,as- developed during the 1960s into a

s i g i n i f i c an tmor e agreement including matters relatedto agricul

ture and atomic

tor y the Arabso v e r many Latin America countries along

wi th

ting between the

sc i en t i f i c cooperati on,

the presence of

Aerospace Show Eban's visit was considered significant
since

cabinet members who attended

*nd al so w i th presidents of the National Congress and thethe

Supreme Tribunal'. included in their agendaBarboza and Eban also

discussions about the Middle East, according to a joint statement.
Howe ver both countries held divergent views:

’ t i n u e d t o agreement through the sponsorship of thebe 1 i eve

UN, the

Eban visits and the high respect shownDespite the many

to him by

.Juda i £3—si Sao.F'aulo based newspaper

just i f i cat i on for Brazil's favorable vote which,

Israel favored direct talks without pre conditions with 

a 86 
Arabs.

a cultural

Braz i1 were
84 

equ i pment .

a banquet in his honor, governors,

cultural exchange, nuclear energy, and

Confirming the continuity of the closer relations exis-

t'U t also with President Garrastazu Medici, several ministers and

he met not only with his Brazilian counterpart Gibson Barboza,

very interested in acquiring Israeli military

Brazil i an representatives, Rolf Herzberg of Resenha 

which had replaced Cron i ca

in 1967,

diplomats in

Israeli military equipment at an International
85

i n Sac- Pau 1 o .

energy. Particularly after Israel's smashing vic

while Braz i1 con-

in August 1973, to discuss
two countries during the 1960s,-Abba Eban, Foreign

Minister of Israel, arrived in Brazil

i n an



nr
newspapers had, in general, been

"cauti ous" Confirming the good business ties
Interior Minister Costa Cavalcanti stated

that out of
ten percent we r e

The International Aerospace
Campos, Israel i

arr i ved At the exhibition, Israel
missile, and the Arava and Westwind 1123

indicates the importance that
I srae 1 a 11 r i b u t e d to Latin America as a buyer of its military

equ i pmen t ■.

Prat ini- de Moraes although officially

the meet ing t ook
i t

Israel i mi i 1 i tar y
products off er red at
reviewed by the Brazi 1 i an press:

presented the most outstanding
booth of

andcommunities of Brazil, Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro,

they do best: included a number of

Private acces i bl eeating/meetings with Jewish

visits the same perjodto the Hebrai During

Jewish Israel i ambas-organ i zed farewell' activities for

sador Itzhak Harkavi who was about' to return to Israel after five

During the months of August and September, the two largest

Jew i sh

"Israe1
92

Sh OW . "

between the

the whole

Commer c e ,

i ns t i tu t i ons

presented the Gabriel 
90 

airp1anes .

a highly respected

in September 1973. For the occasion,

Industry and Commerce Minister Haim Bar-Lev, 

89military leader, arrived in Brazil.

the two nations,

leaders, and more 
93 

ca of Sao Paulo and Rio.

Ultima Hora, for instance', ex

socialize. Thus, Eban's visit

equipment was part of the conversation. The

Show was inaugurated 'in San Jose dos

t w o c o u n t r i e s ,

The presence of Bar-Lev

is plausible that Brazil's acquisition of

forty-one foreign agreements Brazil was working on, 
88 

signed with Israel.

n e ar Sao Pau 1o,

place to increase economic cooperation between

Part i cul al ry their leadership had a good opportunity to do what

the exhibition by Israel were positively

Bar-Lev and the Brazilian Minister for Industry and 
91 

met in Bras i1 i a;

I srae 1 i ta—stated that Brazilian

87 abou t Eban's visit.

pressed the view that



years of representing hi in the Hebraica

of Sao Paul o
di n n e r o-f ambassador Harkavi.
and other i nst i tu t i ons, such

o-f Sao Paulo,
By 1973; the patterns o-f behavior o-f the Jewish community ob

served i n 1967 continued the apathy in matters related tosame :

Juda i sm and Israel , . i n ere as i ng i mpor tance o-f sports and soc i al clubs

as the new centers o-f Jewish " toge therness," and a search for more of

the weal th to the wealthy 5Z of Brazil'sand comfor t wh i ch

popu 1 at i on . Aga i n , as during the

was shape than Rio de Janeiro's. Confirming this view,

in September, problems i n

of the

Jew i sh press of number of articles to the longa
something that was scarcely done

during the 1960s. Israel i,ta wrote:On August 12, Jornal

" ■ . .We have more
i t that

old activists (still working] with
their remaining strength..."

It al in deciding"discrimination"

who will to assist at the differenti nv i tat i onsbe chosen to receive

celebrations organized by those

Fur ther-protocol ,

mor e , i n the midst of

weakness and declared it a cause for• criticized the Federation's

in be t ter

Jewish leaders offered a special 
94

Wh y i s

t h r op i c Con gr e g a t i on

• • .For tunate1y,

so accused Jewish organizations of

as- CIP and the Sephardic Philan- 
95 also honored Harkavi.

ces i gnat i on

was common

the KKL of Rio de Janeiro resulted in the
96 

its president Jose Katz.

time crises w i thin the communi ty,

In addition, Jewish schools

This time, howe ver,

there are.

these organizations don't look for new leaders?

1960s, Sao Paulo's Jewish community

and Rio de Janeiro,

s country in Brazil. Again,

that city devoted

i n h on or

institutions since friendship, not 
97 

was usually enough to be part of major events.
the Yom Kippur War, the newspaper also

than forty Jewish organizations in Guanabara.



i s most 1 i ke 1 y

its appeal community to support it and attend events

caused by. its overall

munity. The Federation attempted to refresh memori es,
m i ss i on , and—somewhat menacingly—show its credentials:

"Be assu re d is not...just one more

entity. It has the respons'6 i 1 i ty of representingJew i sh

Jews here
the legal mandate
E i t h e r

chaos.. . .

W i t h the

Jew i sh organizations expressed themselves by sending telegrams.

M. Kauffrnann ,

gre.ssors against Egypt and Syria,the state of Israel,

On behalf Kauffrriann also sent a telegram ofof the Confederation,

support to the. Israeli

In add i t i on ,

The SaoFeder at i on

Paulo's Federation telegram contained 6,000 women's signatures and

stated: •

Jewish women, share your grief for the bloodshed"We ,

1 00
be sanctioned.

and the Sao Pau 1 o's

talegrams of support were sent by Rio de Janeiro Jewry's represen—
102 

to GoI da Me i r.

Braz i 1 i an

expressing "... our
101 

brothers in Israel..."

was ac tua1 1y

is respected,or we are heading intothe Federation
99

II

the com-

tat i v e s

Although the newspaper's attacks 

could have triggered the Federation's reaction, it 

that

lack of respect within

98 
s general apathy.

in Rio, and only the Federation has

president of the Confederation, sent one to the

to speak in the name of the'"Yishuv."

to the

the "Yishijv" '

comp 1e te soli dar i ty with our

embassy in Brasilia,

the Middle East, "umbrella"outbreak of hostilities in

explain its

General Secretary of the UN , Kurt Waldheim, asking that the ag-

that the Federation



of angst for the Jewish people and for

as

f r a t e r n a 1

A few publ i

be i n t e n d e d

a ted anti sem i t i c

al so' the man ta i nance of

• used

more

one ral 1 y

■’-io, organized by Rio's Zionist Organization

Jewish Youth

Judai ca's1

peop 1 e who filled the fac i1 i t i es.

to be

October 15,

the Middle East was given by leadersi n

of the Jewish the second half of October,

was attended by approximate 1y 2,000■peop1e , who heard the usual
i i

speeches, -and were

Another demonstration, organized i m-progress since the

not only attracted themediately after

i t was pub-t o 6,000,

1 i c i z e d

rally related to the Middle

clubs expressed
1 04 

i ties.

battle, for an enduring peace and
103

IIcoexistence between people.

kabl e

expl anati on

outburst against Jewish peop 1 e

("Uh i f i cada") and by a

Committee (?) at the Hebraica. According to Resenha

our comfort and sol i dar i ty-,

for a

also shown a documentary about.Israe1's life and

107 
1967 war.

and better organized than Rio de,Janeiro. In fact, only

thousands of people" attended a meeting in which an

as meeting points for rallies. Again, Sao Paulo appeared far

the favored — and seemingly only—meeting place. On Monday,

dr property, but

a low profile. Jewish clubs were a few times

rallies in support of Israel did occur; Jew i sh

in support of Israel was reported to have taken place in'

as "Festa da F’az"

event because for the first time a

mankind in general. Accept

in this moment

most people, 4,000

their solidarity by cancelling their usual activ-

However, in Latin America countries, this suspension could

the .end of hostilities.,
108 

but was the most unique:
I

(Celebration for Peace) and was a remar-

to avoid " Jew i sh movemen t" and the chance’ of any isol-

Another rally, in
of the situation

1 06 commoni ty.

an i n c e n t i v e

report from Rio, the demonstration was attended by young
105.     . In Sao Pau 1 o, the Hebraica proved

a c '■ ' v e



Eas t conflict Jews and Arabs. It was or

ganized by Sao Paulo's Federation and

and actors—"no remuneration was paid"—

In addition to the telegrams and rallies, a number of
volunteers went to Israel, and -Financial support was organized.
Although the Jewish press did not record or publish any petition
■for volunteers, Brazilian Jews did go to Israel as a result o-f

the Yom Kippur War. circumstances surroun

ding these volunteers

the ausp i c i es of As part of

the project, Moshe Nes-El interviewed two Brazilian volunteers:

to have done volunteer workse eras

and to be working for
i mme di a t e1y after
According to D.

day—there people atwe r e

work , and there

D. U. stated that

"Prospective volunteers who came

individuals who apparently lacked the ideological

at least to inquiref ac tor

abou t

there was pro-Arab propaganda.II ..In the college,

nothing occurred in

to a project realized under 
110 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

It is

a number of politicians,

officials,

were moved enough to decide to go or

individually, particularly college students;
111 

terms of groups..."

did so

intel 1e c t ua1s, 
1 09

were present.

D. V.

was attended by both,

are known due

in Israel prior to 1973
the Jewish Agency either before the war or

the "Sochnut" asking about volunteer

curious that

to the "Sochnut"

as early as October S—October 6 was a satur-

it began; D. G., was a first time volunteer.

were more people interested as the war continued.

Some of the inside

going—to Israel. D. V. continued:
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On the o then hand,
of Jewish students to

to their unpreparedness to explain

considered by to be indivisible -from their being consideredsome

a J e w j at 1 east

some ac t i on . Thus, result of negative propaganda which somehow

affected them, a number of student of students volunteered to go
to Israel. A 1 ess i deol og i cal reason for going was reported:

"Most of the volunteers did not have

Thus , al though unspecified number of young Brazilian Jewsan

vol u n t e e r e d t o thego

v a. s t m a J o r i t y remained apathetic.

There was financial support for from the Jewish communityIsrael

of Braz i 1 . to ascertain how well organizedHowever , is difficulti t
a shadow ofother occasions,i t was since,

secrecy surrounded the emergency campaign. It was not announced nor

foil owed in a report pub-i nup

ian Jews

a fund to

Oral

fund-raising campaign took place followingi t that a

i t wouId be sent in 
114 of the Central Bank.

ties with Israel;
113

It

And productive

As a reaction

11 2 
argue against [that propaganda] "

as on

the Jewish press. Nevertheless, 

lished only in The Rr^jiianpr Yiddishe Zeitung, Eliezer Burla,

President of Rio's Federation, when asked by a reporter if Brazil

collect money for Israel, and that

as a

the Israeli cause,

were collecting money for Israel, stated that there was

there were no organized groups

some could not keep a low profile, and decided on

they volunteered to solve personal problems.,..

to Israel as a result of the Yom Kippur War,

dollars through and with the permi--1 

history has
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I n ad-

di t ion

Jewry through the Red Cross,

abou t the campaign reported in -five different
newspaper s and magazi nes: Israelite,

Braz i 1-Israe1 ,

However , comment by Ezra Shapiro,a
HaYessod" -IJIA, who briefly visited Brazil,
of the 1 ac k of achievement of the campaign. Shapiro stated:

and I want toin Sao Paulo,

be honest, f or the record,

my being there.

results and reactions were

feel ings of warmth and unity experienced in all the

Braz i 1 is enjoying economic wealth and the Jewish

non-Jew i shis enjoying it along whith thec ommun i t y

did not measurec ommu nit y.
to what was expected, to what should come from thatup

c ommun i ty...

The Jewish communit?/ in Brazil i s

to the needs of and evenIsrae1

Jew i sh common i ty

andusually enjoyed good relations,Jews and Arabs in Brazil

theythe Middle East,even during previous critical peri ods i n

simply not responding

in no way equal to the

other countries..

Resenha Judaica, Jornal

...We were

world chairman of the "Keren

Their reactions and response

to the needs of the
„116

in Brazil proper...

the country in which the

the success of

A on de Vamos , an d The Brazil ianer Yiddishe Zeitung.

I hope it's changed since

the same specifications as in

a number of ambulances were sent to Israel by Sao Paulo's 
11 5--  -- -- . There were no amounts nor opinions

in Rio and

1967. But this time, the source said,

gives an indication

Braz i1 was

"shel i aj" to the "Magbi t."i ts organ i zat i on was done by a
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there was a greater potentialman age d t o m an t a i n them.

lasted longer than the

d i ff i cu 1 t i es that the chan-

East military situation must have created. When ag i n g Middle

he -found the area relatively calmmany Jews and Arabs had stores,

ndly than during the 1956 and 1967 crises.

Brazilian Arab quickly responded that every

thing was reasonably calm with

noyed, added that he could not

relations continued to be good andThe general impresion was that
subject to avoid. Although no polls

1 ar-where both communities are

ger—particularly' the Arab—and more

the Brazilian experienceto sharewhose aim would be
in peace, would seem towhere Jews and Arabs live

indicate that reasonably -friendly relations

of Peace.mentioned the CelebrationAonde Warnos!

official announcement byThe Jewish

East war. Natan Ler-

who wrote

Brazil i ant i o to
is:Thewas expressed

Federal Deputy -for
"in" the Congress but not

was
the Arab

j

support -for Israel

Jewish League

s i de by s i de

support -for Israel

attack of Yom Kippur

Guanabara expressed his

though less openly frie

government regarding the Middle

of Both American Jewry's reac-

N i n a Ribeiro

the Braz i1 Ian
11 9 

ner,

charged that
121 "treacherous.“

Paul o' s based Aonde Uamos' p rop osal to create a Brazilian Arab-

As an examp 1e

and to the emotional

press did not report any

Jewish reporter- walked around Rio's Alfandega St. neighborhood, where

for tension due

or inter-

a very brief overview

views were reported in Sao Paulo,

their Jewish neighbors but, an-
117 

further discuss the issue.

last two crises,

to the fact that the war

118 
were being maintained.

i nstance, a

that the war was a

influential than in Rio, Sao

"by" the Congress. The

at Brasi 1 i a and Deputy

Thus, for

But in 1973,

the Yom Kippur War, stated that " 

120 
in the Congress.,. ‘ interesting distinction



and TV channel s .

0 Estado de Sao Paulo and TVsuch astended to be

Manehete ,

Jew i sh

leftistLn add i t i on,belonged to Arabs and Jews.

However, by then, militarypro-Arab—med i a.or i en ted—therefore

had almost completely

one

Cone 1 us i on .

the Braz i1 i an JewishofBy 1973, the

common i ty continued to be one

ia.1 clubs becameand Israel. Sport and socrelated t o J u da i sm
though not of

the definitive

Rio's Jewishi den t i ty .strong Jewish
and, whether because

i ts majorshow problems i n
of that s i tuat i on or

i nof hostilitiesWi th
tosent telegrams

October "umbreIla"6,
i n

the UN,

Lobby i ng ac t i v i ties byBr az i 1 .
expressedfew Deputiesanot reported i n

tennever
support for Israel. A number

the attendance

Prime Minister GoIda Meir

Jewish leaders in

pattern of behavior

of general apathy i

than Sao Paulo's Jewry.

the M i ddle East on

center of Jewish "togetherness"
community continued to

simply Arab or

Jewish organizations

, and Israel's embassy

Braz i1 were

n matters

destroyed any clear Left expression in

there were some

cannot disregard the p oss i b i 1 i ty that p ro-Arab expressions could 

rationalistically oriented groups.

less responsive
the outbreak

Paulo, were organized but

ownership of the newspaper or TV channel, many of which did

have also come from certain

i nst i tu t i ons

independent from it, the community was

The media were not unanimous. Some newspapers

the press, al though
of rallies, particularly in Sao 

surpassed

pro-Israe1i,

and others pro-Arab such as radio and TV channel 

1 22
Bandeirantes. The usual criterion was

and most 1y para-mi 1 i tary organizations

Brazil. Finally,
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the most. The one eventthe Jewish population, atpercent of

public demonstration atwhich deserves

in which Jews and Arabs—it is not clearthe end of the war

i nArab representatives—were present; evenwhether Arabs or

attendance did not surpass ten percentthe

tookJewish population. Fund-raising activitiesof Sao Paulo's

indicated that Brazilianof the LUA,report by the world chairman

In addition,if not shamefu 1 .

an

The Brazi 1 i an

East crisis. Although still, under ther e gar ding the Mi dd1e

matters relatedthe United States in somei nf 1 uence' ofgeneral

of Arab friendship into fore i gn pol icy,

i ni n terests was

circles.

■11 ■■

!

-J

1

the importance

beginning to be noticeable

unspecified number of volunteers went to Israel.

government maintained a policy of "equidistance"

a wor1d

th i s case ,

not revealed. However, aplace but amounts collected were

to be singled out is a

Jewry's response was upsetting,

based on economic

however ,

certain very influential
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daily published
Resenha Juda ica,

about the war.i n-format i onsw i t ha bu11e t i n
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3w. , 1973.

information reported
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Israel i ta, October 21 ,

and matters, seemed to have

Thus, according to an
on other

Jewry, as

107. Resenha Judaica, November

108. Jornal

1973.. Sao Paulo's
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1 c 9. R i =■ e n h -a J u d a i c a , November 3w., 1 973.

110. The project had for i ts ■a i m collecti n g i n f orma t i on abou t

D: a s p or a r e a c t i on s to the Yom Kippur War. A total of 69

i rt e rvi e ws were m a d e and the i ntervi ewed included
volunteers and leaders of Jewish i nst itu t ions i n the
D >aspora and Israel, Se1ec t i ons of the gathered material

edited by Moshe Davis and published under the titlew e r e!

Yom Kippur War. Israe1 the Jewish People, alreadyan dTh e

quoted in this A microfilmed copy of the or i g i nal ,paper .
c omp1e te i n terv i ews i s found at the 1 i brary of the HUC,

ncinnati , IIu n d e r code Mic 1 446.

1 1 1 r t e r v i e w No . 64 of Hebrew Un i v e r s i t y project.

•12. I • T. e r v i e w No. 64 of Un i v e r s it y pr oJ e c t .Hebrew

113. 64 of Hebrew Un i v e rs i t y project.No .

r?73.1?,:"azi1 ianer Yiddishe Zeitung, Cc tobe r

■ 973.115. November IS,Joonal I sr ae1 i ta ,

Shapiro went54 of Hebrew University project.116. Interv i ew No.

visiting South Africa, and then continued toto Eras i 1 after
Shapiro excluded from his criticaland Venezuela.Argenti na

leaders of Brazil-'s Magbit, whom he praised.theop i n i ons
the failurethe general apathy to which he referred,As for

d
i

i
i

iI
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of cert i. i n ac t i v ities seems to give credence to Shapiro's
observe.t i ons . T h u •=., on October 30, i n the i e nen t e Passao 1 o
ft. in Rio de Jane i ro,syn e.gcgue
s e r v i c e <"Izcor") those who died i n

not we 1 1 at ten ded. I n add i t ion , the si tuationwas same
i noccurred Sao Paulo when the Newton Prado St. synagogue,

1 ocated i n the popuIous Jew i sh nei ghborhood of Bom Re t i ro,
organized a memorial ("Hazkara"> i n honor of the

- Irecently deceased Israeli leader David ben-Gurion. On the

other hand, however, a debate about the perspectives of

I sr ae1 af ter the Yom Kippur War, organized byp e ac e

the Congregacao Israelite. Paulista (CIP) of Sao Paulo,

was reportedly attended by "hundreds of people." See

R e s e r> h a J u d a i c a , November 3w., 1973, and January lw., 1974.

1973. The•Oc tober 19,Er azi 1 i aner Y i dd i she Ze i tung, news

interesting observation made bya1so wrote ap a p e r an

Lebanese-born Sr azi 1 i an who said that ". ..most of the

Christians. Therefrom Arab countries aret r a d e r s w h o c cm e
interestednotChr i st i ansAnd wea 1 m o s t n o M us’ i m s . arear e

then we,becausethe Musi im Arabs win the warthat as
;lthe Jews.thansuffer morew i 1 1Chr i st i ans,

1'7'73.1 ,November118. Aon de Vamos,

the World Jewish Congress Executive.Lerner was Director of11'?.

132.Yom K i p p ur,120 . Dav i s,

■

'!

i

i

!!

the Middle East war

a relgious remembrance
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F i n a 1 Words, )•

c

The increasing centrality of Israe1 for the Diaspora is >r
the most obvi ous cone 1 usi on of this thesis. However, the c

behi nd that si tuati onreasons theare
h i stori c times which is find. The
c r e a t i o n of the state of I srae 1 was not not i n i tse1f the
dec i si ve i t became the center of Jewish identity inreason

the Diaspora, in spite of al 1 the joy it brought to the

J e wish p eop1e where ver it was established around the globe. Yes,
i t the be gi n n in g. Be t the centrality of Israe1 and i tswas

c on d i t i on of being the e1 emen t of interest shared by thecommon

D i a s o o r a w a s a g r a d u a 1 I n this process the psychologicalprocess.

needs of Jews 1 i v i n g that Diaspora,i n as we 11 their reflectionsas

the seemingly always recurrent factor of isol at i on, had anon

important part. The essence of these people who dwell al 1 theover

wor 1 d could on 1y be grasped i n i mp e r son a 1 way u nt i 1 they acqu i r- j.an

e d a and became personal ized in the state of Israel. Then they i ■name

grow, develop, spend money,to bec ame

defend themselves and attack others, and as a result created i n
■ I

a reaction,their Diaspora brothers the need for,

But following his birthbrother.I n the newborn1 948 i t was Joy for

and to be assured of thisthe newborn needed to be cared for

care .

reactions of two Diasporato present theTh i s triespaper

Jewish communities vis-a-vis crises which could have ended the
the personifications ofofthatlife of the

the Jewish people. These reactions by Brazilian and Australian

Z-

a definition.

various and so are

new creation i s on e

a concrete existence who live,

this elemient of centrality



2s>!

Eas t wi ht ou t a doubt , the SiT-Day Warwas, i n the case of Austral ian

Jewry. The community was finally brought together an d i ts answer
w a s o v e r w h e 1 m i n g . With Br az i 1 i t is difficult thereto say that

t u r i n i n g point, al though i n 1973 the Jewish community'se v e r was a

better organized, faster, and more positiveresponse was even

i n terms of raily a11 e n de n c e pr i orthan occas ions. One mayon

c on c1ude the Brazilian Jewish community is stillthen that

search i ng for identity that seems evasivei den t i ty, an

and hard to bui 1 d .

societies which emerged under very dif-T w o J e w i s h f r o n t i e r

environments have reacted quitef e r e n t circumstances and cultural

differently regarding the wars of 1956. andIsrae1 be twe enmodern

common the answer willhave i n1 973 . when asked what theyStill,

be the State of Israel .t h e same :

i

WHITTL

ji
I

its own
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