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'rhe nin,eteenth century, and note.bly the seoonlt. half', has 
!/ .. d 

been a. perlocl of Sturm una ~rang tn the life of the Jewa of Rusaie. ana. 

Poland. Their political and social status, w'hioh were ohanged in ac

cordance with the :policd.~s ot the respeeti ve Gears and their "holyr~! { 

counsellors. effected also numerous spiritual changes within, which 

lnflu.enoed the Jewry of the world.. 'rhe whole su'bjeot dealing with 

the . struggle of the Russian Jew for light a,nlt liberty is of absorbing 

interest, s1noe the Russian Jew is still one of tha worlu»s problems. 

For even in our own de.1 the Rues ian Jew is, as Abad Ha' am describes 1 t, 

at the Parting o:t the Ways, and his rate is still in the be.lance. He 

is stil:_!_~n object· of sport in thE-> hands of. the Oza.rs, and his life~ / 

libertyt and propet'ty are a:t the merc;y of' the Romano:f':ts. 

But while the Rueaia.n Jew has been poli t1oa11y and. eoonomic-

all7 dependent upon out s1 ae tact ore, spirituall1 he constttuted a 

whioh shaped and changed his life. 'rheae movements resulted out or 

oonsa1oua efforts created b7 certain personalitie~ who ;while being 

influenced by their environment 9 have not at the same t1mo failed to 

lee.ve their imprints u.pon the sand of their own time.. Russian Jew

ish history has such characters in abundanoe. In stuCIJing the cul~ 

tura.l aeveloprrent of. the Russi an Jew in the seaoml hal:f of the nineteenth 

centur.r, thare:f"o re, we shall be ena.bl ed to have a clear picture of our 

period by relating tho biographies of some of these prominent figures. 

I'll is to one of these heroes that we shall direct our at ... 

tent ion in the present study, na,melf to the 11:fe ot Moses Loeb Lilien-
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blulll .. (1043-1910). As will be ahoTtn later he was one of those men 

wl1ose life was typi cml of the times in which he 11 ved., he.ving been in ... 

fluen~ed by (but at the same time moulding) the period in which he 

lived. A study of the lite of such a man w111 therefore constitute 

a c'hapter of lie entire contemporaneous period. 

In order, however, to understand his life more clearly, we 

shall devote the first pa.rt of our stuty to a brief account of the po

litica.1, economic 1 and spiritual conditions or the Uussie.n Jews 1n the 

second half of.the nineteenth century. 
a.n 

Being that Russia. is" absolute Monarc'hf, 1 t is of course nat- ,/·' 
l~--··-._ ... 

ural that its people should be at the mer~y or the czars. The condi-

tions of the Jews therefore oha.ngecl with the rise and :fall of 1 ts tnon ... 

archs; e.m'l, lilte all conservative and ::reactionary countries~ the ilu.ssian 

Government haa been guided by traditions. Revl.ewing the attitude of 

the Czars toYl'ards tbe Jaws in tha period precliding the aeoond. half of 

the ninetee11th century, we find that the Csars have inherited. the follow

ing traditions: The Jewish people 1s nev·er to be at peace a.s long as 
'-

it clings to the JfJwiah religion. Fin.ding the conversion of the Jew 

tow~~ the Greek Catholic faith a mighty difficult task, the Czars ~"~ 

have thereforo appressed. him both economically· and spiri tu.ally. Hence 

the struggles of the Russian Jews have not been for weal tll and power, 

but for a piece of bread. Unlike the Poles the Czars. in the ti rat place, 

drove the Jews out of the villages into tl1e towns, and, in the second 

place t attem:pted to disintegrate the inner atruo1nire o:f Russian Jewry 

so as to bring it nearer to Ohrietianity.. Russia never attempted the 

Ruasifioation of the Jew per ae, as it may be seen to the present day 

fr0m the restriction in the school norm where only a small percent ... 
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age is admitted. Renae we may aafely say that Ruseia.•s aim in ita pol-

ioy has been 'he total annihilation of Judaism. 

It ia with these traditions regarding the Jews ol.ee.rlf k<fpt 1n 

mind that Nicholas l (18e5-1855) began his regime. Hia general policy 

was the embodiment of Rusaia.n Autocrs.oy, checking furioualy the upria ... 

ing of the revolttionary D,:Yekabrista and suppressing systematioall7 

freedom or speech and thought. The Jews more than any other uni~ of the 

Empire felt his iron band, which is seen espeoia.111 in the ritual murd.e~ 

trial of Vel:izh (1826) ha.ving been inspired. 'b7 him, al though he dismissed: ,, 
~·· / 

the oaae in 1835. He oontraoted besides the Pale of Settlemant1 exclu.ding 

Jews from suoh provinces where they were permi'tted to 11 ve previously. 
/ 

He·· exiled many Jews from the villages offGrodno and Kief into the towns~,./ 

Ozar Nicholas I outidid his pre4eoeasors in his endeavor to ohristian-

ize the Jews. , Up to his day the Jews redeemed themaelvea from the ar• 

rrrr through an extra tax, but he, in order to bring the Jew nearer to 

tihe Clbl"ist:i.an, int11odu.oed military service among Jews. Finding, how ... 

ever, the mind of the eighteen year old. Jewilith lad too mature to be 

influenoed bJ @hristian teachings, he began to drift children of the 

age of 12, who were to spend their routh in ChristiaE__,.9.~ntons (hence 

called Oantonists). ,.,,·'*-"·"" 

wrought havoo in Jewish ranks affecting seriously their moral and so

cial status. Eaoh community waa responsible for a oertain quota. Nat~ 

urally the rich found it poasi'ble to evade thits ukase. To oompleiJe 

the necessary qup1ia the oommunit7 appointed ''ea.tchera" who in maey cas

es deprived poor mothers of their only sons. ~hese boys wete in ma.n7 

instances forced into baptism, but a revieiv o:f results acHlom1,lishad 
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oonvinoecl the O~ar that he was doing poor bu.ainess. ~his institution 

of Nicholas demoralized the Russian Jew to a ~~grading extt:tn'fi, and the _..../ . 
............ -

whole sto:cy of the Oantonists oonsti tutea one of the blackest chapters in 

Raaeian Jewish history.<Jl Qzar Nicholas l employed besides other means 

for the purpose of converting the Jew., Knowing the value of the Jews for 

his country he woulcl not permit their migration. He began instead. to 
"-... 

diree1 Jews ilowards Siberia for the pu.rpose of colonization. Finding, 

QVOr. that this did not increase the nmnber Of baptisms, he revoked this 

ukase in 1837. All the Jews who went to Siberia were depor~ea on 

ff''oOt thta increasing Jewish want e.nd misery. Re also instructed uva.:rov, 

the minister of e'.du.oa~ion, to open schools for Jews where seoular sub

jaots be taught and also the Jewish lReligion"aocord.ing to Holy Writ''• 

that is to say, not according to the ~alm~d)whichlin the opinion of the 

Czar, stands for a perverted type of religion. Dr. Lilienthal, who 

had opened a school for Jewish children in Riga, waa invited by the 

Government to be ita propagandist in this new enterprise. The Mas ... 

kilim encouraged this new step of the Government, bbut the conserva

tives opposed. it, maintaining that the aim of the government was bap ... 

tiam. Lilienthal promised that he would give up his post, if this accu-

sation should be found true. In·l844, the Czar issued a deoree cal .. 

ling for the esta~lishment of the aoboola and.. two rabbinical aeminariese 

~he following year Lilienthal resigned his offioe, evidently finding 

out the designs of the Russian government. In 1843 Czar Nicholas is• 

sued the removal of Jews from places located within fifty vyerst from the 

voundary zone, whioh, together with the' removal from the villages, de-

pr1Vad 50,000 Jews of their suppor,, Sir Mo$ee Mont~~~re visited Rue-

! 
' I 
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si.9. in 1846 on behalf or the Jews, but his int eroeasion was of no avail. 

Uva.rov told him that the Jews must be peraeouted as long as they be-

lieve in t ha ~almu(l. In 1844 the old Kahal e.rganlzations we1u3 abolished 

leaving only the collection of Korobka (Government taxes on meat and 

candles) in the hand.a of the Jewish oommuni'ty., In order to tree themselve 

from mili 'tary service, man;r Jews resorted to self-mutilation which of 

course created a shortage in the quota of recruits, and it was the ob

ject of the oommunit;r to make this good. '.Vhe Government thereupon 

came to the help of the Jewish "Conscription elders" in 1853 b7 1sauing 
.........,.......----.... .~'"""' 

a d~cree ·permitting them to get hold of any Jew who chanoed to be 

found without a passport and make him a substitute. This fact furthered 

the demoralization of entire Jewry. All persecutions, however, did not 

decrease the number of Jews, but en 'bhe contre.17 increased them. All in 

all Ozar Nicholas I deserved the title wh:t:ch was given to him by his 

contemporary Jews 1 :namel;r, Haman II. 

Alexander II ( 1856-1881) waa the great 11 berator of Russia, 

having abolished serfdon in 1861, · therev7 freeihg 22 millions of Muz

hika. He introduoed many other reforms. His attitude towards the Jews 

was more favorable than that of his predeceasots. He abolished Juvenile 

oonacription, but did not permit Jews to live outside the Pale. Like 

his for.efathers it was his desire to see the Jews amalgamated with the 

other inhabi~snts. He therefore permitted certain Jewish classes to 

reside outside of the Pai'e. 'l!heae inolud.ed soldiers that served un--

der Nichols.a I, mewcha.nts of the first guild, graduates of Russian 

Universities, and artiaana affiliated with trade unions. In other words, 

he selected out of the Jews those elements which are beat adapted for 

assimilation, and best able to benefit the R uaaian people. Thus the 

.i 
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reforms of this Czar have been alight and have greatly been exaggerat-

ed by his Jewish contemporaries. EapeoiallJ did Czar Alexander II 

become reaotionar1 at the end of his reign, having come under the influ

enoe of the bigoted Pobyedinoszev, who taught his ohildren. As a result 

we find anti Jewish riots in Odessa in 1871 and a ritual •urder trial in 

:Kutais i:n 1878 .. Being that the Jews did not receive equal rights,and be ... ,/ 
-·--.. . / 

cause of their spirit of liberalism, they joined secret organizations of 

nihilists and sooialiats throu.gh whose conapiraoy the czar was killed in 

Jl881. ':Phi a fact gave .. even more im:pe'bua to the fU17 of anti semi tism,. and 

its reins were set loose especially under Alexander III (1881·1894). 

He began his reign with a olearly-dtitfined policy. n1:miely the total ex

termination of the Jews.. His reign crushed even the faintest hope of 

liberaliam,sinoe hia adviser was Pob7edlnoszev, who by this time was the 

procurator of the Hol1 SJnod and whom ~~rgeniev called the "Russian Tur

q11emada", Instigated b7 high officials, the Russian peasants literall7 

drenched Ru.aeian s~il with Jewish blood in the course of three months. 

In 1882 he framed the famous May Lawe by wbi oh the rural J ew was _JJi1-·_,.,,., 
all7 destroyeQ., and the Pale was made even smaller. It is during his __,./ 

't--. . ............,.~~·.i 

reign that Pobyedinoazev formulnteo. his we11 ... know11 prophesy e,s to what 

was d.eat:l.ned for the Russian Jew: one .. third was to be annihilated, 

one ... third was to emigrate, e.nd the other thi1•d was to be converted .• 

True to this poli:BY" 4lexander particularly showed favors to oonverta 

and inc:t:eaaed his persecution upon the reat. As to bis son, Nicholas 11 

{1894) we may say th.at he is a worthy successor of his father. His 

bloody treatment of the Jew is too well kn.own. to need special account 

in this place .. 



Having surveyed tha polit:i.osl a.nd eoonomic status of the Jew 

of our period., we shall now turn our. attention to a brief acco-u.nt of his 

spiritual development and its a.ccompa.nyi.ng changes. 

In the nineteenth oentur1 it is the Lithuanie.n Jews who rime 

to the fo regroun.d. ~hey are hardj7 and energetio J a:nd. disple,y b7 nature 

predilection :er phil.oaophice.l and theological specm.latio:ns. But in 

the South-West of the Pale we find a different development. Because of 

envi:r.•onment the Jews there were of a more emotional. character, a faot 

which accounts :for tho large number of artisti.c geniuses ?rho have e-, ___ .,/'· 

.:'! merged from. these provinoes. !!they found no interest in Talmudic lo~: .. 

i c, hence they acrnopted the teaohir.1.gs of Has id.ism.. ~his sect speead 

also to Pole.lid, assuming there, however. a mo re intellectual form, 

since many !Valmudia schools a.bounded there. 
'-.... ----~· 

Little by little, however, 

the J$w began to come in oontaot with foreign influenoes, and the 

great problem a.rose how to hE1rrnonizo Judaism with the outside world. 

This was the task of the Haaka.leh movement which origiw1ted in Germany but 

ot\me to Itussia ., me.inly through Galioian channels. .Prior to Moses Men ... 

delseohn ( 1729,.1786) the spirit of separateness in Germany was, ... ~~-tn

te1me as in .1lus$ia, but Mendel$eohn and his associates opened the Gh~tto 

walls for the beauty of Ja.pheth to enter therein. This was dona main-

ly through his trs.nslat ion of the Pentaileu.oh and tho publioati.on of tho 

"Mea.ae:fimrt. In 4'er1mny, however, this movement for E:nl:lghtenment led 
t 

toward.a ass imila.tion; it is only in Galic:i.a that a. true compromise be ... 

twee:r:i Jucle.isrn and cul tu:re was attained .• Na.ohrnan Krochma.l and s. J. Rap

~op,on. are· represe:ntati vee of this school of thought.. But in(Rurasia., 

the Haakals.h movement penetrated latet:r. 



Thh1 aim of the Ha.skala.h movement was ( l) to 0Gnve1 modern 

ideas in Hebrew. and ( 2) to get the Jewa out of the narrowness of his 

life into the European world. Th:Ls tb urse of proced1ire was natural in 

Germany, a country with a high cultural stattls. Russia, however, did j 
I 

not have any culture worth adapting. Hence the beginnings of the Has-

ke.lab in ~asi.~ were an imitation o:f' the same movement in Gerlll8.ny. Both 

Mendelssohn• a Pei'l.tateuch a.nl the Measet"im were at first fa,vorably re

ceived. But during the reign of ~lexander 1 a ~mbar of :rvTaskilim re-

sorted to Ohristia.ni ty, and this oausea the pious orthod.ox Jew to look 

upon Ha.skala.h with suspicion and distrust. Even then they condemned. the 

Maakil more than the·' movement he represented. The Orthodox were a:frq.id 

that at bottom Has:kala.h was only a means for Christianizing the Jew1 ancl 

their suspicion was corroborated by the fact that Mendelssohn• a child_ ... 
~""' <""""'" 

ren embraced ehristianity. Thereupon they condemned both the Mendels

sobnian Penta,teuch and the Mease:f'im~ Thus the opposition against the 

German school beginning with Moses Sofer(who said ~~)Jnf.ru.P ?J< 7h"7 "l'"J9l>...l) 

passed now over to Russia. Both Cbasidim and Mithnagdim jo&ned in the 
n - h ~ " n fight, calling the l'fJ.aakil f3erlinchik and ;D.,,,,ei tchel.. Many Ma.ekilim 

blindly believed th~~·the Russian Government was their na,tural ally 

tn their crusade for Enllgh tenment, but in this respect they ·were 

greatly mists.ken. Hence the orthodox Jew came to distrust both the 

Goverhment ahd the Maski?'· 

As we have seen the opposition of the Goverbment was against 

the Talmud.. For this reason, au.ring the reign of Nicholas I, many 

books against the ~almud were oirc11lated. Some Jews (as was quite nat

ural) in order to ingratiate themselves with the Government wrote 

books against the 'I)a.lmud (2)~ ~his, however, did not decrease the 
.._-' 

Tlr-B;'i;i'~i;;;kalah Movement, P. 316. ( 2) Ibid, P. 1.46. 
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study of the 1'almud 1and the numerous Yeshi'both, notably that of vo ... 

lozhin, continued to be flourishing. The mighty Czar found himself. 

helpless in the face of the weak Jew. 

Yet in splte of opposit:i.on the Haskalah movement continued to 
prograas 1 and in the larger cities schoolsware opened for the purpose of 

introducing secular knowledge to the Jew. Czar Nicholas, however, checked 

these efforts, believing as he did that the Jewish way of imparting Has

kalah was not good for Russia. We have seen how the Gzar~a work in 

this direoti.on, with Lilienthal as the head, has felled. The Jews main·~ 

tained that education without emancipation leads to conversion. Hanoa 

they refused to participate in the Gzarwa pretended crusade in be

half of education.. ~he two ·.aabbinical Seminaries in Vilmi and, Zhitomir 

thus proved a failure.. The oongregutions refused to engage its grad

uates, because the Talmud was neglected by th$m. 411 these conditions 

brought about a si tua ti on tha.~ even the Masltilim themsel '\Tes paid more 

attention to Gannan ou.lture than to Russian. The latter had very little 

to offer them. There was no one Russia:.n language in the early decades 

of the nineteenth century, each locality speaking its own dialect 

(a fact whi oh is tme of Russia even today). ~hus terman poets and. phil-

osophers continued to ~e the inspiration of Russian Jews. They held 

such a. lofty opinion of Kant that they interpreted his name to stand 

for the Hebx·ew words ,,lr1y.n 'W9.J 7 1 ?~ '.a (3). Then againJthrough 

the sim:t1a.ri ty o:f Yid.dish to German. and through Mendelssohn d a Pen ... 

tatouch, :i.t was easier for the nusaia.n Jaw to acqu:t.re German 

than any other language. 

~ .. --- .--·- ---- -

In the early forties there were Maskilim in every city of the -------
( 3) Ibid. P. 32.1., 

' 
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Pala. The ~bbinical Serninani.es did some good. in this respect, as some 

of the grea.test Masltilim graduated from these insti tut:i.ons, incl udi.ng 

scholars as A. A. Harkavy t J. L. lCanto:r and Joshua Sta in berg. The Fa .... 

th er of Russian Haskalah was Isaac Baer Levinsohn of· Kremenetz, usual.13' 

known under the name o:f Bibal ( l 788-1860). He devoted. himself largely 
I 

to the improvement of edueational methods among the J·ews. But he was 

also a great apologist 011 behalf of Jews a.nd 'Jucla.isrn.. In hi$}~1<11'..l a11jn 

he proves the compatibility of' Jude.ism with modern oi·vilization., and in 

his 1111111 .n 1.:i he shows the superiority of Judaism over the Greek Ca.tb

oli.o Church. The e.bsurdi ty of rl tnlmurder accuea.tions ie dealt with 

in his Dl -PT o SJX. His ?i.J 1 > )' is another apology in which the schol

ar addresses himself to the Gentiie world • 

. Ynd.er A~e;xen'a.er II Ha.ska.lab. spread even with 'greater rapid-

ity tha.n before. Sohoole: and Universities were opened to the Jews and 

permission was granted. to publiE1h Jewish periodica.ls in all langue,ges, 

including lid.dish. Many Maskili.m hailed the 6zar as the great redeemer 

of the Jews, as is seen, for example, in J. L. Gordon 1 s poem lby 11~ 'i} ;-] . 

In 1860 the first Jewish weekly in Rues ianf Uasvyet, was publ:is.1 hed, and 

in 1863 was or·gani zed the 11 ? :::J f/.Jn , ..!I '9 t.:l S'l 1 ..::l n wbi ch axe re i sed a 

very great influence. 'l?hua the cr~,g.,,of Ruasifioa.tion embraced all. /.,/',....,. 

claasEH~, and. the ambition of the wealthy was no more the study of the 

!norah, but the possession of a diploma a.nd the v1ear:i.ng of a u11iform. 

Attacks u.pon Orthodoxy began to come from an entirely new source, m1me

ly, the period:i.cals f'~f:ln and. -, nw11. Hebrew literature no more made 

oompromises between religion and life, but it beosme the mouthpiece 

Opposition. In the large ai tie a Russian was int1•oduead. as the language. . 
of the Sermon. Soros even went as f~r as preaching cosmopolitanism. 

,..,.,:. 
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In l.879 Jacob Go.rcU.n organized the Bible Brotherhood in tel isavatgrad .• 

whioh advooa.ted the abolit i.on of all ritual obsarverrnea in religion .. 

Although the equal rights, which the Jews expected from Alexand.er II> 

were not f~rthooming. they continued in their zeal in behalf of En-

lLghtenment. Conversions beca.,me frequent, especially in Poland. ~he 

breach between the Fa.thers and Sons became very wide, the younger geil<R, 

er$:bion growir1g up witllout religion ai1d joining the x·anks of the Ni .. 

hi lists, thus marching headlong towards Assimila.t ion. Even the Con

servative Maskilim preached that the highest obc-jeot of a.ttainment fol:' 
<' 

the Jew was to beoome"civi.lized.", by e.oquiring European culture. They 

c.ould not deny that; there was anti-semitism, but they maintained that 

~ ,,,., 

i.. ':' t ! ;,i"\ ,)' 

the Jaw, tJn e.crnount of his rigid separatism, !s- to:· a large extent reapon-

ei bl.e for this 'phe:uomenon.. Hence the remedy for i·t, in the wo1·ds of 
. 0 # 

Gerdon, was7>11x:i. •711111 7n'i<!J.:J. ll?'J. i1 1 11 .• so $hallow was the philosopl).y 

of thE~ Maskilim und.er .Alexander II. 

But it is to be said. that not all Niaskilim lost their head • 

. mvan Gordon in hi~1 later years, observing tha.t the ohild.ren of ~skilim 

di a. not know eny Hebrew, e~olaimed in despair '' '? >-=tY '.J '!.,, 'b J. ""'. 

Lilienblum too oompl.a.in.ed in b:ta D'?ljj Sll X <Dn that the. Haskala.h was 1eacl-

ing t,o the dejud.aizati.on of our youth. However, fo retnoat among those 

realized. the inad.aquaoy and danger of the tendencies of Raskala,h was 

Perez Smolena~~n ( J.842-1.a(f6) editor of the monthly 1nw 11 (,founded in 

1869). Ha io_ppo.setd both e:rthodo:xy and He.skalah. The J·~ws are hated, he 

ll8.inta.1ned, bedause they are weak, hence they need a. land of their own. 

We possess a.11 the attributes of a nf!l,tior1f(4) and if we oe.nnot as yet 

obtain Palestine, lat us a. t 1 east revive the Hebrew langi.ta.ge s.nd. be 

enli.ghtenad in the studies of Judaism, so that our people may be saved 
P'"i=m='#/T'•'""M'n~~ 
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from destruction. He opposed the religious reforms of the German Jews, 

because he saw that they led to apostasy. Thus Smolenskin was an un ... 

mistakable forerunner of the Nati.onaliatio movement,. which culminated. in 

modern Zionism. With bis keen f,oresight he predicted tho storm wh:l.ch 

broke out against the Jews of Russia in 1881, ana from the pages o.f his 

journal a return to Zion was preao'b.eO. by Ben Jehud.e.h even 'before the 

maEu1acrea. (I,, tJ.J T1 19'78) i; 

It waa the pogro.,ms of 1882 that caused the Maskilim to so-

bet:_ down and return to Jud.a.ism. ~hey awoke to thE~ reall.zati.on how inade-
............ ____ =" 

quate a reme:1dy to Jewish ailments the Has1ta.la.h was. More than a million 

;rews 1.eft Russia, and the tid.e of oonvereion was checked by the rise of 

the new Nati one.! ism. ~he ory was "Ba.ck to Juda ism and to the Jewish 

la.ncl! '' There we.a a reli.gious revival in whlch Mose a Isaac Darshon 
c{ 

( Xhelmar Ma.ggid.) and. Zevi Masl i~naky figured as pre«t·tlsht1rs, while 

in .Kovno the "Musarni'kee'(among the student a of the teah i bs.h) were formea .• __.---~-/ 
_ .. ••-~,.--·"'"'"'"-~'-~u_........... > 

Hebrew was turned from a m@ans of conveying foreign 14eas into a medi

um of. selfQexpression. Even @rthodoxy, which we,s a.ttao'ked in modern 

Hebrew, found its exponent in Wolf Yabetz who endeavored to :reconcil~ or ... 

thodoxy with 1.1fe. 'nhan. there was a movement towards colonizing Pales

t:i.ne, which began after Leo Pinske:r had published his brochure Autoemanci-

pation (1882), ~by N~ses Loeb Lilienblum. It became clear that / ...... , 

.__,.,.. ......... "' 

arit 1-semi tism was ineradicable. anct Russian Jewvy felt that its ual

ve.t ion la.y in its own ha.nds. Students of the universiti•s left their 
"}/'-" 

books and. went to Pal est:tne e A conference of Che ve,ei Zionists was held. 

at Kattowi tz in 1$84 where it was deoH1.ed to make a concerted effort to-
yv' Y . 

wards colof1'.z1ng Palestin.e. But the difficulties rn the way of coloni-

zation have been too many. and Jilaleatine has thus far done very little to 
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·cure the ailments of the Russian Jew. In 1897 the new Zionist movement, 

promulgated by Herzl, fou.na mant followers in R usala.. This moirement ha.s 

not helped the 1iussia.n Jew Jhateria.11y. but it has saved him from spiritual 

be.nkrupoy.. It haa aroused his self ... respeot a.nlt has bridged the ge.p between 

'j Fathers and Sons created by the Ha.skalah.. To the present day tho Zionist 
'l ""-""""" 

J 

J 
j 

movement ia the rg_:g,Jy:,..J1qpe of the Rtas1an Jew. Will it prove a hes.ling balm 

or merely a w111-o'•the•wisp? Time alone will tell. 

Having made our survey of the general oonditiona of the pe-

riod, we a.re now pxepa:red to go in detail into the life o:f that per ... 

sona.lity who forms the subject of our study. 

----~----0000000000---------~ 
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MO$eS Loeb Lilienblum felt that 'fihe events of his l:t.fe had 

a di1:.Jt1ndt his·tori o importH.nce. He therefore recorded ceirt1fully the vari-

ous changes, whlch be went through, in three books, ne,mel~7Jjl Jl 1$(10 n,a.:11111.n T17 

and.1J•?1;1 •13.JI? l'' It is t.o these worlrn, therefore, that we tu1·n :for the 

main facta of his l.if~ story., 

Moses Loeb was botn on the 22nd of October, 1843. in the 
~-.-~ . .....--... 

· small town ot Kaid.an, government of Kovr10, Russia.. His motheii:r. was his 

:fe.t her' s second Wife, and he was her only son.. She a1ed ih an epidemic 

while her son was a mere lad of nine. Thereu:pon his father marriea. his 

mothe1" s younger sister, who took great care of the boy. His fa.thor was a 

barre 1 imker; but in spite of his pr o:fe~~J on he was a learned man 1 possess-~,, 
~...-/ 

ing a thorough knowledge no·t only of ltl ble and Mishnah. but also of Ein 

Jacob and Midrashim. So renowned was he for his knowledg~ among hia ao ... 

quaintanoes that he was honored to read before ·them daily a portion of 

Agada in the Synagogue8 Out of various Hebrew books he acquired also a 

knowledge of Natural Soienoo, Geography and Ari·thmet:la. It was the great 

desire o :f' this simple mg,n that his son should. grow to be one of the worth

iei s d.n Israel. Moses Loeb's grandfa.ther (on the mother's aide) was a 

teacher,,.of small ohildrEm, and natura.lly it was to him that the early 

education of the child was entrusted. ~his grandfather of his was a stud

ent of the Bible and. also knew something of Hebrew grammar. It was hi.s 

idea, therefore, that his gram son should acquire a general acquaint .... 

anoe with the Bible before he began his Talmudic studies. He thus 

taught him first the Pentateuch and the early prophets, ana only at the 
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age of ~even (a sormwhat belated period, indeed) he began to teach 

him Talmud. 

4t the age of 1'l, having been foumi well prepared in the 

profund.i·ties of ~almud, Moses Loeb entered ·the 1eahibah of his native townt 

whence his fame as a deep student spread f'a.r and wid.e. Here he studied 

zealou.sly until he was f'ou.rtee11 ye.a.rs ·old.. But one yea:r before he reached. 

this "mature" age an important event h~ppened in his life. Hia father had 

him anga.ged to a child of eleven y~e~r.rS""'~fa (of the oi ty of Vilkomir} whoso_,,.,~"" 
moth er came to pay her annual vis it to t'he grave of her father in Kaida.n. 

There was no need on th a part of the father to consult the boy, as he 

being older knpew exactly what was best for his son$ It was indeed the 

interests of his son tha.t the fa.ther had in m:i.nde The bride's paremts 

obliged.themselves to do much :f'o r the boy in order to create for him a 

go lde11 oa,ree :r • mhey promised to give th$ir daughter a h~~.Y dowry to the_ .. _ ... ~ 

. e.mount of 300 rubles in cash, two p:ears support be:fore the wedding,ana 

six years after the wedding. The boy thereupon went to Vilkomir a.na in 

1859 the 100rriage between the two child~e:n was solemnized, the hlJ.sband 

being fiftee11 and his wife thirte(lln years ol<I ... 

But unlike the 'Jewish prodigies of these days, Moses Loeb 

founa interest also in the Agadio portions of the Talmud, in aaa1tion 

to his sfa.idy of numerous complicrn.ted Talmudic commentaries. His inter

est in .Agada developed. his emotional,aestb.etic anc1 imaginative fa.cultiea. 

Find:h1g many Age.die books in his father's house, he would. spend his spare 

time devouring them ravenously. His qu~li:f'ioations for leadership ap

i·earod early in childhood, for as a sml l boy he organized. in i:aida.11 a 

Ohevrah (of boys, of course) for the study of E 111 Jaoob, he being their 

head. He learned to write at the age o:f' twelye
1 

and find:lng in the ___ ... ., ... ~- _,," ,_, ... ~·-'•"'-
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hen d s bf his teacher Hebrew poems, he t'iea to imi ta.ts them so that 

A 

/~r' 4" 
he became famed as a wonderful ·"Meli tz8 His love for poetry stimu.lated his 

interest in the exegetical works ll'PO-:Q. the Torah, which in turn created 

in him an interest also in philosophic speculations, After hi a marr1.!1ge 
. ,"'g 

in Villit\!mlr he became t.nren more pious ana studious. He tells us in his 

a111y1 n1'A l9 n that he would come home from the Synn.gogue at ten, and 

thell study Talmud with all commentaries until two and later. Thereupon 

he would take the enoyolopedi c Prayer Book Derech Ha.hayim ano. read the ,., __ __.,) 
.~--· 

? 11 ~ n • >--. 1 1 crying bitterly in confession of sins; or he would instead. 

sit upon the floor, ana read selections from the Zohar, which are 

called SJ> '1 b \lJ tJ lb? w 7 1-p ..n ana. go to bed only after three or iour in the 

morning. 
But while the youth was absorbed in his spiritual contempla

tions. his domestic condition was far from pleasant. The ruling power 

at his home was his mother-in-law1whom Moses Loeb describes in h1s ruemotrs 

in the blackest possible colors. She was a ptous woman, ana her grea.t 

desire was that her son-in-law should be tbe ebjeot o:f envy of' the whole 

oi·fiy. It ..t~ to satisfy ·this craving that she went even 'beyond her means 

to "buy" her son-in-law. We can imagine how keen and mortifying was her 

a1aa.ppointment when he began . to walk a.way from the righteous path. 

She noticed olea.r signs of heresy in his actions, for which shfb began to 
t1 ~ 

embitter his life. She found out that it is his tref-posu.t books that 

tau~t h:i.m to der:Lde Ke.pores an~ to disbelieve that e"Vil is bound to happen 

to him whose Yorn Kippur ca,nd le~ is su.d.d.e11ly extinguished. Th$ de me st i o 

qua:rrels neveartheleas did not atop the youth from oont:i.nuing to read 

thoae boo.ks in which he found. delight. Moses Loeb was from nature very 

oonservati ve, especia.lly in his early days. He gave up certain beli e:fs on-
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of Moses Ch~fetz 

struggles with himself. From the book J>Jf//Oll ..n.J)l.~b ,~·-'· 

he learned of the imag:lnary existe11ee of evil spirits. __ .. 
,,,_ __ .,.., .... -·-~,,..,_.,, 

' :itr t:o(ll)k him a long time to reconaile himself with this idea, but having 

tm1dl9 this heresy his own, ~oth:i.ng in the world could. induoo him t.o repent. 

~his applied to all his heterodoxies upon whi.oh he decided only after much 

careful deliberat:i.on., 

It is his conserva.t ism which mad.a hitn so mu·oh the more dan-

gerou.a to orthodoxy. The r.eforms ho suggested were not rmumt to sa.tisy 

his recklessness; nor were they a matte1~ of convenience (as wa~ the case 
.7 1 " o-·~. ~ L 

with so ma.ny other Maskilim of his day) b,ut they resultEld O·Drir'-e'.f'' a deep 

conviction wh:i.ch was imbedded with.in him like s.n imrnove.ble rock. 

'.rhe pious youth began to 11 '\i'e through a period of doubt~ 

Yet he continued to believe in the sacredness of the Bible and Tet.lmud. 

He studied the latter with au.ch diligenae that he co,mpleted all ·the tra.o

ta.tes of the Ba.bylonl.a.n Wa1mud at the age of eighteen, and began to review 

it a.t the rate of fifty pages perday! He, how aver, ca.me to the c oncl u-

sion that the Agadti. was not to be taken litera,lly, but only all@gorioa1ly, 

end therefore it d.icl not enjoy the as.me di vine origin aa the Soriptu:re and~ .. -~·-·· 
~ ....... ,."'"-•r.,."'°""""~'-'-"•>,~W""~-- .-.-----,-• 0 r' ~-·••.,_ ••, ,_,.,,.,~,-- . .,~J--."" '•'' ~ ,:---

~almua.. But in spite of his doubts, he continuecl to believe in the exia-

tenoe of migratorx sp:i.rits, being t.hat this doct:tJj.ne was funds.mental. in 
~ .... .............-·~ ... ~""~-.. .. --~ ~ 

the Zohar ana. other Cabbe.11stic books.. Little by little, howev<ar, his 

. heretical oonvioti ems increased., inasmuch as he began to oome in con

tact wit~ a new type of lite:r~tture. By aco:i.dent he d.isootl'ered some 

Old Volumes of the Hebrew weekly Hammaggicl whioo fasci.rmted lfuim, and. 
~-.;~ 

;i this served as a st; inulum for n~.!:{ • '? b books. He interested some 

Of his acq1w.inte.noes in these subjeots 1e.ntl th:i,s result€1d in the "'publi-



~~e 1.lh. 
oa.tion'" of a weekly :tn Hebrew (written by han.d 1 of oou:r·lllle). ~o this work 

Moses IQo.eb supplied tho poetry, in which ha was imit.ating particularly 

tho \work of Mal bim. Hie writing gave him an opportunity to perfect him

self in. Heb1•ew Grammer, (f'or which purpose he studied. the t?.:i.j jHu~ 11 kl ?.-n 

and D ....:::Z D ll / 'll !1) a moat unusual snbjaot for the youth of his gen

eration. HiEJ thirst for Ha.~kalah books grew daily, and not being able to 

isfy it at home, or among his friends, he woulct spena hours at tho book-

binder where he would discover those booms. Nevertheless, he considered :i.t 

a sin to read M. J. L~bensohn Is r"'~ $1.:J. I"""") I lV in a sa.ored place' because 

one of its poems contetns skepti.oal ideas. Nor did he dare -place it among 

hie1 other sacred books·, in order not to insult their hOltriesa. So conlC"" 

earvati.ve was this ntartible ''Apikor.es. 

In partnership with a number of his acquaintances Moses Loeb 

su.bscri bE.lld. to the weeltly !? l":.l / '=> n . Having had a. stock of Hebrew 

poetry, a.nd be 1.ng d.eairoua ( e.a was the case with all Ms.skili.m of those 

days) to see hj.s name in print. he intended to send some or his poetry for 
Y6. 

publ ioat lon ~ this magazine. But fearing that his f.a.thar-in-law would 

dopri ve him of his support for c ommi tt ing such a rtnasty'' act, he refrained 

from a.olng it. It is true tbe.t he was tired. of the daily 
1
treceptions" 

WM.oh hls mother-in-law gave him \ia1:i.,-, yet ho did not see a way out, in

asmuch as he was unprepared to do anything for a livelihood. Now the six 

years of support were over; the promised. 300 rubles~ h.:i.s mother-in-law 

refused. to pay, beO!:~.use she 'became poor herself. What wa.s he to d.o? 

There was no other way for him than to become a male.med. Being, however, 

famed as a genius, he did not beco.me a. plain melamed., but-, organized. a. Ye

ahiba.h, consisting of two classes. One of the weal thy Jews o:r the City 

enga.ged hlm al so to instru.ct his son. 'llhus by thfJ end of 1866, he made 
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ai:x:ty .... si• rubles in mlf a year, and. he was perfeotly ha.ppy w:l. th his lot. 

Another event of far greater importance in the life of Mos

es Loeb took place in the same yee.r, f'or he lived to see 'h.ia name ap

pear in print under a poem which he wrote in honor of the, Soc:d.ety 

n•Y.>I 7 J ·~Ip l':l. (Vhe name of this poem is • f'=>....:l. n S) JI ( r'The Song of 

the Dawn, expressing Hono:r. to the Saoted Uni.on, the Society of Mekitze 
/_,,,.,.,.,,,,. ... ,...... '~. 

Nirdamim in General and to its Het;Q;~s, the Princes of Istae1
1 

in Pa.ll'tiou

lar. Tho Lord be with Them and. ~rant ·them Life"). It appeared aa an 

introduction t.o one of ite1 publications ( J4Qk 1866). The poem has seven 

. stanzas 1 each oonsistlng of six lines, eleven syllables to a line. i~e. thA 

metre commonly used by most Haskalah poets. It is written in the :[lowery 

. Bi blioal style, announc:i.ng the .Pawn of the New Era., and. urging the people 

to realize: its presence. '.llhe poet uses the name of ·the Soctety (''The 

Wakeners of the Slu.mbaring") as the keynote for the idea he wishes to con-

vey. He apostrophizes Hebrew books to come out from thelr hidd.er1 places 

and beautify our language and. glorify our people. He continues to urge 

the Maskilim to point out to the reactionaries (• )~ • ,., lll) 

of. our poe ple that even the ancient a bel ievea. in ancl :followed .Enlightenment. 

The poem is ftll of vigor' as me.y be seen from the first stanzas: 

_l!;>1~.:J_ D'/::J77J J..5'f>"7 J7if 

! ; 5 , 1J J7 'h 1 ;"J I 1 ~ cv h .n J:J J J n h 

~ '17 I l~ 'J ) j>.:J. 7 )j( )fJ> i.::;J.17 

; j !£ I~ .'7 ? ~ )( 9 (// _J I~}~ {) I J '7 

!a·:i1y Jnp9 1~1p17 J?7J_J/JJ17 

. a , h u,, 1 .:::i n 1 ? ..JI -; n w 7 'J>.;7 1 :J 

lie signed after this poem the name "Moses Loeb, son of Zevi, He1·rlichts-
~-..,.. , ...... 

aohn, Teaoh'e.:r at the Ye~1ibah in Vilkomir't., The l!lame Her:r.lichtsohn is the 
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German translation of the Hebrew (the name of his 

. father, to which he ga;ge a fanci.ful translation, probably ba.aed on the 

meaning of the word as used in 2 Sam. 1:19), because, as was common 1.n 

.. those days, he <'lid not as yet possess a second ne,me, as he was not regts

tered in the roster of inha.bitants so that he might be exempt :from milita

ry service. Mosea Loeb used this name also 1.n writing hi.srr•.b~.Pi7 nin1 t..~ 

for, as we shall see later, he had no family na.me until 1969 when he as-

sumed the name Lili enblu.n1. 

Receiving such encouragement :from without, the young man 

continued to perfect himself along the lines of Has'kalah. He began to 

res.Cl h:tstorioo-critioal works, which increased. his cloubts and undermined 

the foundation of his religious. fa.1th. Among his collection of. secular 

books was the Russian-Hebrew d.iotionary of Mand.elstamm, by the aid of which 

he tried to read .Russian books, but not possessing a, knowlec'lge of the ru

diments of Rusaie.n grammar his task wa.e an insuperable one. Nevertheless. 

he gamed the :f'aioo as the foremost lfJ.askil of his town. Al~. the younger. 

element o:f tha city flocked to him, eadh bringing any of the Haskalah 

books he had in hi.s possession. He thus had. an opportu.ni ty of read.i ng 

Krachma.l' s l ~ .,.., • .=:> >=t. J 11 -, 1 b a.nd. the works of Isa.so 

Baer Levinsohn - books Which uprooted his belief in the divine origin of 

tradition. Judaism then, he concluded, is a procluct of environment and 

causation, ju.at like everything else, ano. has, therefore, been subject 

to the same laws or evolution snc'l progress. The ~18.bbis of the Talmud were 

great men. tm.El enough; they possessed a 'knowledge of. contemporary con

ditions in accordance with which they formed. decrees and. founded. insti-
that 

tuti ons. But Athay possessed a superior di vi.ne 'knowledge he denied. 

At this period of his life Moses Loeb again showed_ his qu.ali-
<~ 



for leadership a,nd. initiative. He organized a 'Library AEl'Soci.a-. 

ion, which 43olleoted booka, bot11 sa.ored anll. secu1ar, f'o:r circulation. 

bus the Mask11tm of his ctty beoalhe somewhat organized with Moses Loeb 

S their spo1tesmane Na·bura.11y he expressed. before h.1s ~r1ends his doUl)tS 
(lJ 

n the troth and. value o'f some o'f the eata.b11shed religious beliefs and. 

racttces, and they oirc~lated them all over town. He therefore became 

known as a horrible Apikores, a. regular Jeroboam who sins and. causes o'thera 
7 .·Cf· .J .~., "'; :· 

o sin with him. Hia sins became the suhjact.Qf. th~_.;<day ji.n Vilkomi:r
1 

and._,.,~,__.---· 
...,.'".'.' ... -·-·---.... •~" -~..., 

he pious people began to :persecute. him. The bpoks of his li'brs:ry were 

onfiacatad and bt1rned., they ceased adding him to miny9.n, and otherwise_, .. ,, .... ,, 

nsultad him in every way possible. The Rabbi of Vilkomir invited Moses 

Loeb for an inte1"view, in which he was urged to repent and give up his 

eresies. Moses Loeb, be:lng honestly convinced of his own si:ncer!Lty, tried 

o argue with the .Rabbi. He ventured to show him that his heres .. i~s have 
-~ ....... ~·" ,, . .,· 

o actual basis in true J1ide,ism. Tlieraafter he began to he- called in the 

i ty "Berlinchik" ... a most da .. mnable word among Lithuanian Jewry of those 

•ays. l'eo ple said about him that he commltted such sins as throwing 

he commentary of 9 1 \LJ t:::l"1 ,--, b degradingly to the ground; T-------
._ . .......,,_ __ .~_ ... 

hat ha put his phylaoterias upon the head of a d.o g (an accusa,ti on which 

as later rrnd .. e also against Smolenskin), and that he had. smolrncl e,n Sab ... 

a.th, although he· did.. not smoke even on week-days. Hi.'Bl friencls, fearing 

eir fathers, mothers ... in ... law, and their wives, deserted 'him one by one, 

o that he· was left alone ln the struggle. His li:fe was especlally em

·ijtered at home. whe111e his wife we:pt ove1'." his head and quarrelled with him _,, 
·--· "'"-··-· "' ~ ... ,_____../ 

S.ily, ipsisting that he should_ go to the Rabbi encl do penance. Condi
A '\h,j . 

ions ha:V:~· reacheo,·such a cr.is:i.s that there wete zealots who threatened to 
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. murder him eteaa.th ily. 

Being inwardly conscious of his innooeno0,,· regarding the 

accusations whioh were made ag~inst him, MQses Loeb beoame even more 

embittered agains·t his fanatical opponenta. His disgust with their 

tactics he expressed in co rresponde:mcea which he contributed to the 

? b I =:ii 71, In these letters he laid bare all 

the absurd fanaticisms of his t1ownsme111.,ridio11ling sarcas:tioslly their 

superstitions and hypoorioi.es. ~hie; fact widened even more the gap 

between him and his t ownstp.en. Meanwhile he continued to devote hi.s 

anti re time to the subjects in Jewry which baffled and perj>lexea him .. 

He real iz.ed that life for a, Jew has become unbearable; bee au se of the 

numerous bu:r;-dens which Orthodoxy placed upon his shoulders. Condi-

tions of life have changed completely, but the religion of the Jew con

tinues to remain sta.gnant. As a result of suoh~~ta.te of affairs, the 

intelliganzia of Jewry is giving up its Judaism entirely. Al3 

the number of such people is on the 1no~tHUHP, Moses Loeb argued that 

a time will corns when the Jewish religion will not bE9 practiced any 

more. and this will inevitably lead to the total annihilation of Jew

ry. Thia thought troubled him grea·tly, and believing that some

thing ought to be done to save Judaism he ca.ncluded that the burden 

placed by Orth odib:xy ought to be lightened so that the number of apos-

tatea may decrease.. Judaism thus needs a reform, which cs.n be 

brought about by subjecting the ~almudic injunctions to the test of mod .. 

ern criticism, and by abolishing those praotioes which have lost their 

Value and meaning. It sa&med to him that the laws of the Torah were 

tteithe~ too marw nor too heavy to need reform. Then again, believing 

a.a he did in the di vine orig,in of the ~orah,he would not for a. moment 
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entertain the thought that it could in t:my way be abrogs,tea.. It is the 

Talmud alone that contains laws, whicll, althouijl their value at the 

tiine o:f institutirm cannot be mtnimized, are superfluous and undesirable 

in our day, end they therefore must be abolished. 

This idea of reform Moses Loeb incorporated in an article 

11b?Il'7..r11111'J.which appeared in the Hammelitz in 1868. The greater part 

of th i8.,f~r<:(:;:,°,_~it'wa.s devted to a defense o:f the ~al mud a.gains t Alex

ander Me,oau:l 1 s "Old Patt-es"·( of which a Hebrew Trans la tl on appeared) t 

Eeggi~~~~ i7?.::l ?11 .n 'l rn.:i J and oth1e1r attacks upon the $almud which 

were publi:Shed then in Russian p eriodic.mls. Thus the article is min-

ly an apology Cin behalf of tbe Halacha, an(l .Agada, and the author dis ... 

plays in it his v.ast knowledge of all 're.Jlnudic sources.. He tells the 

critics of the ~al mud ·that even the legendary portions of the Talmud hs,ve 

served a purpose, and thE:~ Rabbis cannot be criticized for them. The 

Talmud, like the .Bible, purports to teach the p~Ople how to lead an 

e:thical lif e 1 and the legends brought this lesson home more clearly-, 

showing how f!P od is remunerated and evil punished. These Agaa.as t al'!" 

though in many instances sounding ridiculous to a modern mn, never did 

'any harm, for no intelli'gent man ever took them to be literally true. 

The rabbis in writing these legends purposely exaggere.ted God* s re• 

Wards to the righteoua,in order to magnify the p:eople's fa.1th in 

God. He continues to attack l~eggio who deniie>d thEt: validity of116/Jbf.. 17:i~n 

1J•o·1:.i,and straightens out all the difficulties which he brings up. 

'.!1hen he addresses himself in sharp words to the op.ponents of the 'I'a1 ... 

mud: Do you mean to say that in modern Society there is no more room 

for religion? Go to the enlightened_.oountries of Europe amd try to 
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bl$spbeme their saored d.ootrines, and see whether or not yon will b:e 

imprisoned. A pa ople is made up of t brae factors; GoverhimEH'l. t, language 

and religi.on. We lia.ve neither of the first two factors, only the 

last and if you destroy religion, the Jewish people is doomed. There-

fore you are traitors and enemies of the people of Israel. In oon ... 

eluding this arti ole Moses Loeb Herrl'i chtsohn appeals to the .Rabbis of 

·of his d.ay. Th,e ~almud in many places shows us how the sages in mimerous 

instances di daway with certain commandments for the purpose of preser"v-

:l.ng the fa.1th, :for they believed that ?-"'/.ff) r1r;a ''~ J?Jl/JJf~ JIJ./ ~ 

Our li:fe has changed, and therefore our religion too must change.. Mapu 

and Erter have already pointed out numerous flaws in our religion: the 

enemies of the Ta.lmud are atta.okf.:.~g it constantly .. and yet you Rabbis 

are silent, busying yourselves daily with silly pilpul. You are the 

guardians of the faith and you have a. rightt just like the Rabbis of 

the ~a.lmud., to remove those ''fences to the Law" which have come to be 

a burd·en. upon us. Why do you not urge tl1e people to learn the langua.ge 

of the land? It is true, that we are wa.i ting for the Messiah; but 

did not Jeremiah advise the Ba.bylonian exiles "to build houses and 

seek the peace of the oi ty?" ( Jer. 29: 5 ... 7). Why should there be dis ... 

sension 'in our midsts? Is there a.ny sense in opposing the Wiaskilim 

when they a.lone are able to defend us against our enemies? You. ca.nnot 

deaden the new spirit, and. unless you change the religion, our educated 

youth will continue to look a.own wfth CJ.isgust upon that which they 

have been taught in childhood. The Bible tells us t ht:Lt our religion 

iE:i ·to gain for us the respeot of the world, and ;yret you. tell us to con

tinue to pra oti oe such laws '{as n --, J , for example) which disgrace 

ua in the eyes of the Gentiles~ The .,younger gemera.tion lor-ies respect 
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for its religious. leaa.ers, and it ls your auty to see what is to be 

done in order tha.t y·ou may strengthen the fat th and increase your own 

power and influence .. 

Moses Loeb, writing .this article,.: with sincerity of heart, 

thou.etit that at least the rabbis would come out in the press to dis .. 

cuss hia contentions with him. But to hts disappointment this article m 

ma.de no impression anywhere, with the exception of Vilkomir. Here the 

zealots began to pers·ecrn.te him even more severely .. than heretofore. His 

pupils were teJten away from his Yeshibah, and he :rema.irrnd without any 

support. A ;rioh widow offered to engage him as teaQ'.her for her son on 

condition that he give up writing ;for newspapers, but ha soorD.:i:ully re

fused t.hese terms. B.e a.nd his wife opened. up a small shop. but the new 
5' . 

bus i.nesa pro vea a :ta.ilure, ana. he even lost the money he had borrowed 

" · for it* He tri ea his f'ortm1e as instructor tn Kovno, whither some of 

,· 1 · 

,·i· . 

his friends enoouraged him to come, but h:i.s trip was :i.n vain. His here-

sie s ha.d reached even there, and none was willing to engage him. He 

retu.rnad to Vilkomir. with empty hands.. With great difficulty he managed 

to obtain a 'few pri va.t e pupils f-rom wh:t. oh he managed to support himB~1 f.. 

His i:piri tual agonies:, at th:i.s period were very keen. On the one hand, 

his economic cond it .ion became worse and his persecutions increased, and. 

on the other hand, the world failed to pa.y hood to his ideas of reform. 

But if the year ·1868. was one of disappointment and discour

agement to him, it gave him a.t least ·his family name by whi.ch he shall 

go ddwn in Jewish history. For in th is yea.r he went to b.is ~·irthpla.ce 

.. Kaida.n: to register in the community roster under the name Herrli chtsohn, 

'by Which he had been known in the Hebrew press. A number of prominent 
' . . . 

Jews of Vilkiomir, however, w:rot e to )he Kahal of Kaidan to prevent Moses 

., I 
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Loeb :f'rom assuming this "heretice.l '"naroe uncter which he signed. dar1ger-

ous art:J.oles. The Kahal therefore suggested that he assume the na.ma. 

Sneper, by which certe.in membets of hi.s family were known, but Moses 

Lo:.eb, refused. to a.a.opt this name. The case was brought to the loca.1 

rs.bbl who suggested that he assume any nall!Mf> he. pleases, but not flerr ... 
,_..., ... -· ... --·~ -···' 

li ohtsoh11.. He therefore decided. upon Li~-~-~~"blnm, which seemed well --·,,··~"· 

sounding to hlm~ 1,1) 

In spite of his sufferings a.ml torments Lllienb·1um aJa; not 

give up his :fights. He was too much O;f an idealist to lose courage. 

Seeing that his article failed to make an impression upon the re

ligious leaders>he wrote in 1869 another essay?Jb~hil J)fn-,'f.'? Jl)9 o l J 

ih whioh he clid not any more appeal to ~bbis but in sharp terms de .. 

nounoed them for their indifference.. ~he ~almud, he says i, in this ar

ticle, never decreed any new laws1 but only modified and explained the 

old.er ordina.noes G JJaws oan emanate from God alone. It is the lack· 

of understanding of this principle that is ma'king Judaism a heavy burden 

upon our shoulders, for the present day rabbis belie· ve that the laws of 

the Te.lmud have ~qual authority with those of the l3ible.. The '11almud 

is a: l'Jlan ... ma.de book: th is is why one finds so many a.i screpancies in it e 

No body can understand. the Talmud u11les13 he is acquainted. with the 

historic cond.itions under which 1he various laws were decreed. The 

Sohulchan. Aruah, however, fai.l:i.ng to unda:rstand. this funds.mental princi

ple, is not written in the spirit of the Talmud.. After answering some 

of those who cri tloized his earlier thesis, ha gives the following tHl-

monitions to the Ra.bbis of his genera.ti on: It is i.n your power to give UB 

a new Schulchan .Arueh, free :f'rom silly: l.r:i,ws, such as. for example, that 

one must not look a.bov~ aur ing prayer'"" because angels will laugh at 
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him; or, that a womanis to return to the Mi'kveh if she meets on her 

way home a dog, pig~ gent:tle or an igno:ra.mus. You can g:tve us a 

·new Sch11lchan Aruch written in accordance with the spirit of the 

times, just like the ~almu.d in its day .. Look at Germany a.nd. see what 

·happened. Religion is degraded there slmply ,p/!cause the Habbis cursed 

the Maskilim, instead of trying to save them for Judaism~ ~he same 

thing is goitng to happen in Iiussia, if you Rabbis do not take measures 

to eradicate the existing religious evils. It is high time for yol1 to 

begiri to tea.oh people to love work_. ra:ther than to waste time on silly 

casuistry and. thus imcreqs'e Jewish poverty; to respect our neigh-. 

bors (the Geritiles) and not to <~heat them. Organize yourselves, clis

cuss these problems, found your own paper - but the evils need an. 

instant remedy. 

It is in such a strain that Lilienblum addressed himself 

t.o Rabbis of his day. .But if his first article failed to call forth 

replies. his ..s> 1 .so> J raised a fur0re in the entire ·Rnsaian Jewish 

press. As to Vilkomir ~ itself, it. was se:€rthing like a boiling pot. 

For six weeks his article was the only topic of discussion. When 

Lflien'blum walked on the streets he would be followed by women and. 

ohild:ren who threw stones at him and called him such names as "Apikq:res", 

"Ka.pores n~ "Afiltomenn·, 1'Hed. Thief" (on. s.cc·ount of the color of his 

beard) • and "Red Dog". On the do ors of the Synagogues they poated 

placards announcing in vivid terms the degeneracy of his cha.racter., 

The townsmen refused to buy meat from his innoo®nt fatherain-law, 

and bread. from his wife. The Rabbi of Kaidan, fearing the calamity 

which might befa.11 Judaism through the dangerous preachments of 111 .... 

ienblum, instituted that the (; b >< b 1
:i S( be i"ead aloud 
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daily by the o;ongregation1as a demonstration that Judaism does not 

and will not change. '.!!he Rabbi of Vilmomir called a meeting at which 

it was suggested tha.t the community send a petition to the Gove:rnor to 

. the effect that Lilienblum ts a harmful member to society and that 

:-therefore he· be remove cl from the di t;y-. Ot herr. suggested tho.t he be o:f ... 

ferred fifty rubles am a.ape.rt< in peace. But when Li.l:t. an bl um :refused 

t·o accept this ,a petition was sent to the Governor• General in Vilna B~Q;~!.--/ 
( ...... ,,....,-~~·-"'~·· 

ing that he was an a.theist and therefore a. corrupter of the character 

of the you.th. Lilienblum1 s lot would have ended in a. tragedy, had not 
C'·\ 

salvation come from .Kovn.o. ~his city o.onta.ined. a nutnber of Maskilim 

who ha.ve been watching eagerly the career of the young cha.mp:i.Em. 

out what was taking place, these gentlemen 11rged the heads of Kovno ma, .. 

llal to write to the Orthodox i\abbi and to the Government liabbi of Vilko

mir to stop perseou.ting 1ilienb1um, or else they would. bring the case 

to the attention of the autlrn:rities. Even Rabbi Isaac Elohanen Spector 

wa.a in.flue11ced to telegraph to Viihkomir to stop the speote,cle with 111 ... 

ien'blum "for the st.tke of peo.oe and for the sake of the honor of Is ... 

rae1n.. In addition. to this J. Le Gordon related the affair to the Gover ... 

no~ of Kovno who informed the chief of polioe of Vilkornir and he in turn 

ordered the Jews to aeaae molesting Lilienblum. Thus his troubles in his 
I 

na. ti ve town emled glop .. tQ,y.sly .. 

In ·tbe mea.ntime Lilienblum had to reply to h:i.s opponents who at

tacked him from the pages of the ,,:;.::;r;., r·?hn and even i:n spec~al 

publi.oati.ona.. A miscelHmy q 1 ?u,.:i i7b11?~ ·was published a.ga:i.nst him and 

Go:r.(lon, to which they responded with a pamphlet 01?w.::;;. i1bn)J:J 1 b'7., 

( lTh:l.no Page 55) ~. A bitter a.tte.clt upon Lilienblum oame also from the pen 
( 

of' Isaa.o Margulies in a pamphlet '*The Strength of the Talmud, an e,polo~_ .. -~ 
,"'-..... ~.-.... -

got i c essay against writerf:1 pf pamphletf:1, and slanderers of. the ~almucl. 
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and the Schulchm.1 Aruoh" (Warsaw 1869) .. Th:i.e ''essay'" is written :i.n a 

flowery philosophical styl.e. There are in our midst, he maintai:ns, 

peopl.~ who are enemies of religion sna. wil..sh to uproot everything, a.l though 

oste11si bly they tall you that they are only enemie1s of the ~almud and tho 

Schulchan 4.1uob. Such were the German reformers of fifty JJ:ears ago. Our 

inexper:t.enoed. youth must b~ warned not to foll.ow such pe1oplei who pretend 

to champion the cexi.sa of Haskalah.. ~he truth of the matter is tha.t many 

mu.die H.~.bbia poaeesaed a thorough aoquair.tta.noe with secular knowled.ge. 
,:;::, 

A recent enemy of th~) 91alrntb.d is Herrli chtsohn; but e.11 hl s e.rguments 

are grou.ndlesa. Moreover, he is a truly wicked being, eto .. etci~ Li .. 

li enblum answered Isaac Niargoli es iri a strong essay iJ .!J)I i7? 'Ab 

in which he shows that hi i:1 opponent is a sophisticated hypocrite, who 

uses meaningless words. Then he takes up the arguments of the author 
[t. 

of 11)'::} f:.n i7 i1Ykl one by one showing their fallac:f/Ciusness. The names , .. _____ .... -'' 

whic:h Mr. Margtllies calls me, he says, are not new to me J for I have heard. 

them applied to me in my home town. As a reply to this essay", Iaaac 

Margcnies publi.ah ed another pamphlet "Tho . Strength of the Sea." (Warsaw 

1870) e In this pa:P,,er the author prir1ts Lettc1rs of Commend.ation from 
WA{ 

lt aphael Na.than lRabir.10witz, Dr. Lett-;r,ilsohn of Stockholm, and. the editor of_. 
' d ~ 

(/ 
Hammaggid.e He a efenda himself age.inst the arguments set forth by Lil:i.en-

blum and accuses him of having race i\rea. money for preaching reform id.eas 

( p. 12). The p~amphlet is written in half liabbinic ·and half Haskalah style, 

calling Lilienblum names and insulting him in every paragrapµ. 
tho 

But !\insults which Lilienblum su:t:fered at home, in thei press, 

and in books did not discourage him and he continued. to deal blow af

ter bl@w to the Rabbis and their poli.cy. In his essay -.nny 8;-rp 

showed how indifferent Orthodoxy was to the real welfare of the 
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Jew,. for in spite of the inoreasi.ng poverty the number of Yeshiboth 

increase.",, thus ra.1sing up a. gtmerat:ton of paupers. The Rabbis tn ... 

stead of. urging the people to learn a 'Tira.de and 'be useful to them

selves sw~ society are printing articles 1.n. the . r•.tirchenzei tungr' JD..:l ~ / 
charging the Ma.skilim with bringing about an a:ge of irrel!gion., 

ut th:Ls, Lilienblum contends, 1s e. 1'alatJ accusation. Go to Odessa 

and see me.ny an ignoramus violate the Sa.bbath pu.blioly. It is thEJ non-

sensioeJ religious practices ·that make our :fa.i th a burden upon the people, 

and therefore they cliat&gard it entirely. N1ew that the rabbis fa.il. in 

their duties, it remains for ua, Maskilim, to arouse the people to the 

aotuo.l bes,ut i(ts of our religion, so i:hat the Jew ma.y improve himself n''i 

mo:r.fally and intell.eotually. .Th6 pamphlets a.nc1 libels of hypocrites 

will not d.isaourag1a us. surely, the bigoted arHl reacti.onary orthodoxy 

of the 60' s was greatly mi.eta.ken in considering Lilienblum an enemy of 

Juda.ism. His earneatnesa, sinoeri ty and devotion to the oau.tlle he p1•eached 

a.re btlbbling forth from every word ha penned. 

When one consults any Hebrew periodical of the latte,r 60' s 

it is hard to find a. nµmber where Lilienblumvs name is not mentioned. 

Among those who answered his charges egainst Orthodoxy wer@ many pronri

ner1t rabbis, such as Joseph ~eoha.riah StG>rn a:nd Mordecai Gimpel Jaf ... 

fe. NQ"teworthy among Lilienblum1 s replies to critics is his essay 

.J-17.J LJ'.JfjJ.J>il 7)1 (Kol Kisve I p. 91). Our religian, ho says, has 

no papal a.uthority, and every Jew has a right to express his opinion, as 

long as be does it sincerely. He continues to say that the treatment 
\}/ ,~. 

he received at b.ome and in the preas:l:ii! eni.;irely unjustified0 Than he 

rei tera.tes his ideas of Reform even with greater vigor. Gre.nt i.ng tha.t 

Min.h,agim, such e,s -, •? w..n ·~hav·e a usefu.l meaning, why should. they 
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be included. in the Schi.:Llcha.n Aruch whi.ch is a. guide book for all rs .. 

ra.elit es'? Let si.ioh customs be inolud.aa. in a s&parate book for tll.e 
er 

guide.nee of Hasidim or those who bel teve in supe~ogation, so that the 

people may be abJ.e to distingu.1.sh lietwee:m. the grain ancl the cha.ff, 

· ·while those who d.o not observe them will not be branded. as heretics. 

~he Schulchan Aruch conta.lns many injunctions which e.re not at a.11 pro-

vld.ed for in the '.Ilorah. Let us not desecrate the. Torah by pla.c:i.ng the 

worth and authoritativeness of the Schulohan ~ruch on equal footing wi.th 

it. The Torah a.lone is cU vine, anc1 you o&n never prove that the Talmud 
' 

was given :on Sinai. By reduc-ing the numbEir of pra.otioes, you will al-
so reduoe the number of s i.nners, for nov/

7
.'.:d.ays, when one d.isrega.rda 

the minutiae o:f the law, he considers himself a heretic and denies ev-

erything~ The modern man oa.mwt accept the outworn ascetioh~m of the 

Talmud. Will peo:pJe hea.:T1rnn· to you if you continue to inslst that 
I( Ii/ 

;1 n.Y ,7 IOX .:i ~' p ? Or will the women o'bey you a.nc1 wear she:i. tels? 

The ~a.lmud ic literature tells us in more the,n one hundred places that 

it ls permissible to make a. change in the law when conditions necessi ... 

tat es' :Lt... I do not stand f.or the type of reform introduced by ;:: 

Western Jews. T.heir aim wa.s to please the world. without / while I a.a. ... 

vocate a change in customs the ca.use- of whose pra.ctioe has disappeared., 

or inthose which have been instituted not in accord.anoe with the spirit 

of the ;a.1mud • 

The contemporary lV'iaskilim naturally applaud.ed every step he 

took against the reactionary Orthocloxy; yet, while his spiritual 

'Victories we:t:\~ .many, h:J.s si tua.ti on in Vilkomir became an imposs:i.ble 

one, He could e'ke out a bare existence only with _difficulty,. and, then 
' 

he ·saw no future before him if he· should remain in this town, not men-
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tioning the insult, sb1me,and. mockery wh:f.ch he ha.d. to enclu1~ee His 

fri eud, Dr. Shapiro of. Kovn.o, (who is known $S Dr. Sarof in the ..n>>{@n ....._ __ ...... _____ ~·~/ 

~11 JjJ) advised him to go to Odesse. where he oou.la_ perfect himself in 
?1 

secular knowledge, enter a, University, and. thus atta.in somi~ goa.1 ln life., 

. :,tiiellen'blum consented unwil1ingJy to this advice. It was hard for an 

unexperienced IM.n like him to leave his wife, children anu acquaint

ances and. go to a. strange city. But the most important reason which 

made the trip to Od.essa unpleasant to him was a. certain romance w:hic'h 

bege.n to fu.nQ;tion in his life., Jfo r in thE~ mid.at of his struggle with 
------~-·~,.. ... -"' "(~ 

the zealoti::1 0f Vilkomi:r, hef.or.me;el the acquainta.noe of t!l. cha1'tning young 

woman F. N. who alone, of all people in Vil'komir, unaerstooa. him and 

sympathi~ed with him.. He spent many a pleasant hour with her, read-

ing romantic books (such as Mapu's novels) and discussing thoE~e prob-<----
"'~/'\...,·--.., __ " 

lems which interested. him. Lilienblmn knew that his love to this woman 

wonld · never lead. to any results, yet both of them seemed to enjoy the 

passing pleasures wh:tch theh· frequent meetings offordecl them. He dedi ... 

oat6ld to her a number of poems in Hebrew, of which the most notable 

is '-i 'O ~ ..n -p .:n< (which appeared. in · nHashacharn. in 1972 a.nd. waa 

also reprinted in. his autobiography). In this poem, :tn whihh Lilien

blum rises to the height of a true poet, be bemoa.ns his bitter lot in not 

having enjoyed true love and in not having a wife w'b.o can understand and 

e.ppreci.ata him He kept a long oorresponc1enoe up wlth F .. N.. and his 

letters to her (which he published in his autobiography) ma.ke very in

teresting read.ing. Morr is Wintcb.evsky, who at one time was a bosom 

friend of Lilienblu.m said that 1 t wa.s his lave affair which influenced 

him to take a gree.t interest in economic an.Cl sooiolog1oa1 problems (as 

is eltldent from 11.is n·1.1X 1iy<1J1'?'1. J11 w-n). His disa.ppo:i.nted. lov·e for the 

1::' 
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first ·~ime showed him the evils of the Jewish so eial order, and 

this in turn forc0d bim to realize that the entire ~asis of our mod~ 

'ern,sootal order was .. ~().~_te:m.. For a time he we,s therefore inclined 

t1.i>Ws.rds socialism a.nd ooljmopolitanism. 

Thus Lilien bl um' s love af:f'a.ir at first retarlled his idea of 

lea.ving Vilkomir. After mo re reflec.f.)1c;m. however, he concluded that 1 t 

was just his love !orF. N. ths.t demanded of him to leave the small 

town.. He would. go to Od.essa, st1:J.d.y ha:r&,enter a university and then 

his wif'~ will surely be unwilling to be with him, as she would not care 

to ha.ve a n .::i U> ?~\n >-:.-. for a husband, and. then ...... He ooula. sae a 
f ""-"~""' 

gold.on :f'u.ture of love, usefulness, e.nd. hEtppiness before .him. 'Thus o:n 

; ! the 3rd of October, 18,'70 9 Lilie:nblum arrived. iu Odessa, where his ca-

'i reer chs.nged eomplet ely, but 1 t was very far from the kind. of future he 

liiiri i111'il11ia hell p1oturec1 in his mind. 

---~------00000---~~--~--
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A D A P T A ~ I O N A N D M A T U R A T I 0 N • 

Lilienb1um 6 s life in the 0'n~w c ttyn, aa he oal1s Od.essa in 

hts autobiogra:ph:i.c writings, d.id not flow like a song. To begin with, 

he wa,s long in~ after his be loved, whose absence mads~ life miserable., 

:ror him. Then. again he sustained himself with d.iff'iuultye He ha.d. a 

number of l<:rtters from people of prominence but these merely promlsed. 

to d,o something for him in thE~ future. WhEtt t'X~i ubled. him most, how

ever, was his splri tual aisappo-1.ntmen t. He observed that his :f:'ights for 

alleviating the burden of the law maa.e no impression in Od.essa. Here 

the Jewish youth d.ld not wal t for permission from thE) nabbis. They 

1ntroCluced. reforms on their own accorci. in which thE)Y went much farther 

than those whlch Lilienblum ever de.red propose. Moreover, these re-

forms the Od.essa J"ews introo.uced. not bees.use of any stru.ggle either 

with themselves or with the outsic1e world. He, the hero of hia native 

town, was not heeded. at all in this cosmopolitan oity. Odessii, in the 

60~s a.na '!Ois wa.svery prosperous and many Jews from a.11 pa.rts of Lithu

t:mia. an.a Polana flockea thereto. The highest ideal of' most of these 

peor.ile wa.s pleasure. It was r1c'l1eu1oua to a.rgue with ,them as to wheth .. 

er or not this 01· that was permissfble e.cco:r.d.ing to the Talmud. Lil:i.en

·blum having been ot a. serious trend. of' m1.nd. oo uld not be reconciled. to 

the id.es that reli.gion s}1ou1d be repls.ced by license, and h:i.s former he

roic s:pir1t became dejeotea. 

During such clays of agony or heart ..mcl mind. Lilienblum be-
, 

ga.n to long af'ter those da.ye when his faith 1n re11 g:ton ha.a st :t.11. been 

'llnahaken. He rea.lized that his townsmen, who had perseou.ted him :llllr 

l 
I 

__ ___!L!_ 



were superior to t110 se whom he met in Odessa, for they at least 1)ad 

some ideal dear to them.. In Vilkomir he fought :for :freed.om; but here 
(>) 

be ob serves that freed.om 1 eads to irreligi 011, anc.1 i rrelig1 on endan-

- gers the very existence of the Jewish people. He was thus tormented. 

'inwardly because of his new experiences, whi oh led him to conclude 

that life and. religion were totally 1.rreconetlable. .Modern life is 

against all forms of rel:lgion, be they orthodox or libara.l. For up 

to his arrival in Odessa he stea.Cl:fastly olu:ng to the belief in the di

~ origin of the Torah. But here he met Abraham Xroohmal (Son of 

) ~an Kroc~,ml) who convinced him that the ~orah was cbmpiled not 

earlier th e11 du rtng the days of Jeremiah. This idea seemed most destruc-

tive to Lilienblum_ and f-0r eights months he struggled with bimsal:f as 

to whether to accept or rej eot it. He fel tthat i:f' this hypot11esis 1)a 

true, then rll 1 proposals of reform which he had advo.ca:ted. fell to the 

ground.. The impression which the final acoeptanoe of this theory had 

upon him he describes inhls D-"'1'.Y:J ..n>Y..VJti as follows.: "All the 

treasures, which I had gathered into m~ head during my life time, disap' 

pea.red ...... All my theology vanished. I found myself. lonely ana. for

saken in th is worl1i ••••• I have ta.ken the la.st step in a pecmla.t ion r:i.nd 

my heart is astir, my mind is empty and my soul is stricken!" (Kol 

Kisve II, page 340)e 

During his first yea.r in Odessa his friends helped him pul)-

lish his sati r1cal poem 0.1 ~ 9 7 711 f>, in ord.er that his financial con

d.i ti on may be improved. In th:i.s poem, whieh is written in couplets, 
the 

he aescri"bes a visit to the unclarworld where 11~mthor beholds all the 

leaders of Israel, from the bigot~d hypocrite to the modern Maskil, 



Page 36. --appearing before Adam in turn an<l a.enoucing him for committing the 

ofiginal sin,. which brought Death into the world. Ad.am untnfJ..sks every

one of these people showing how dea'f{Q., has brought a blessing upon theme 

This poem gives him also an opportunity to ridicule his enemia
1

a. All 

the incidents referred to in thfus satire are bs.sed. upon s.ctua.1 facts, 

so· that th:la work, in addition to its brilliant style and. biting hu

.:f, mor. h~ a.ls.a a certain hi. stori cal value, d.epicrt:lng contemporary con-

ditions in various walks o'f Jewish life. The colony of Ma.skilim in 

Odess~-~t time was very small so that tho book did not sell rea

dily. T~~round peddling~ books in the houses of the rich, 

(as was customary with many Hebrew authors of the day ) Lilienblum 

oonsi aered hum:i.liating. and thus the new effort did. not improve his 

material cond.i.tion, anti he and. his wife and children (in Vilkomir) 

continued to 'be in a state of penury. 

The new environment wrought ~" complete change in his out= 

look upon life. Liliehblum the id.eali st, the religtous reformer, 'be

ga.n to tend towards material ism. He ge.ve up all polemics about relig

ion. If the s truoture of religion is without a basis, what sense is 

there in re:fo rmi:ng its modes of expression? Instead o :f orea ting a 

compromise between religion and life, Lilienblum bega.n to preach life 

per se. ~he Jew has to change his view upon life. Everything in life 

ie useful onlv insofar as it brings material 'benefit to the incliv:i.dual 

and to society. The value of a spi.rittlal idea is measured only by its 

necessity and utility. His writings of this period. are characterized 

·by a. spirit o:f materialism, cynicism, and_ pessimism. His heart was 

~ f · to u.eple'ted o all religious ideals, r:rnd his mirnl. was open 11 new iil.eas. 
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']hese he found in the Ohe:r.nishavsky! s "°What il!ll to be done"? and in 

the criti oal works of Pi.111t1rc0v, which 1'©: rrood the ideal of i;he youth of //. 
~ .. ~ 

that period. 
'-') 

Nihilism sp•:read all o·ver Russia, an:1 Lilienblum was oar-

ried away by 1t. His interests emerged from -the narrow and lim:tted 

field. of Jewish problems antl centered aro11nd world problems. The pro Yin-

cial "'in,elamed" began to discuss questions p:ertatning to capital and 

labor, equality of women, liberty of speech ·and thought, and the 1ike4' 

Naturally, this new spirit is re:f1eoted in the numerous Hebrew writ

ings which he contributed to the press a·uring these years. These essays 

were aimed particularly a.t the evils of the Jewish social order. The 

Jew is engaged in many acti. vi ties, but none of them are useful. Tl).e 

Jew does not foresee the f.u ture, fa·r e.11 11Ba:tlonim" get married and 

raise children whom they ca:nnot support. He also rid i -cule s the 

Maskil~ai who spend their time in writing silly, sentimental poetry ancl 

iJea.ain novels instead of learning the pps i ti va sciences, which 

would el theTh to make a living. In a long arti ale 1 ;> ,.n Tl a /;>Jy 

(Kol Kisve I~., page 49) he cri tlodzes Abraham Mapll severely for the 

nonwu.tilitarian ideas which he preaches in his novel mTbe PaintJa.cl:-~'·-·/ 
.,..,,_,,,,,,,"'""" 

Vulture",. Cha.raeteristic of all the articles he wrote du.ring this pe .. 

riod is nWhat. is l{a.skalah?" (Hazefi.riah, 1875, P. ') our ;you.th thin.ks, 

he says, that by reading a few Hebrew books, by memorizing rules of He-

brew gre.mmar, or by denying some religious beliefs, ·one becomes tru-

ly intelligent. I mp:self have :for a time entertained this idea. .But to 

be truly enlightened one must do things of VEi.lue •. Wha is ,;in need o:f .. e:x

planations of diffio11lt Bible texts? It ls :really a sharoo that same 

Maskilim are avtu.ally ignorant of those elementary subjects which are 

known to a.n ordinary thi rteen-y;.ear old school boy~ The reason for thls 



,, 
! is the con:fused spiritual state existing in Rusiaian Jewry. After aband-
!; 

oning the !L'almud our you·th denrours anything they find. without di scrim:Lp.a 

t:l:on. They. f~orsake the ola but neither do they acquire the new. Our 

mo~ern Hebrew literature is controlled by men of this stype. Its read 

ers, the poverty-stricken Mask:llim, f'ini:tlly discovll}r the emptiness of 

·such a literature and they soon forsake their beloved Hebre1v. What 

our youth needs is training in the natural so tences whose vs. lue is per-

ma.nent and materially beneficial. Only he who attains this type of 
\<) 

cul tu.re has a right to be called Maskil. 

Liliei1blum felt that he had lost his former ideals and :failed 

t.o find. a new one. His wretched financial state added fuel f.o; the fire 
.. 

Of protest and pessimism which raged within him. His beloved in Vil-

komir began to cut her correapondencee short and. hie former pla:ms of 

aoqtiiring s.:rr education and becoming a uaeful,independent ma.n, seemed to 
/ )c·~,~\/ • 

be fartherf than before. Und-er such a gloomy state of mind, he thought~~-- .... 

that it was an opportune time for him to bring his autobiographic notes 

into shape, and publish them as a protest against the existing social 

1. 
r and. i~e1:tgio1J~s evlJ_e1 in Jewry,, and t:ts a g11ide to the Jewish yo11th to 
~~:. 

[ 

f gu.~.~.rd age.inst the mista.,kes he had. comm:i.ttad.. This resulted in Lilien .. 

blum's most famous work, nThe Sins of Youth, or the GI'eat Confessi.on 

of e o · the Hebrew Writers". This book he completed. ln 1873 but i twas 

1876. It appea!·ea. under the pseuaonym "1..:t 1 n 9 ~~_......,. __ ......... 
F1171Jli1 0 1 Cb1n (whiob is made up of the letters occurring :i.n tho a.uthor'e,,, 

''"'-·-·- ..... // 
Hebrew name SJ~ ~--in n -,9 j17 /J7 I i1 VJ i'l) e There are hardly any Hebr~!. 

;~·-'-··~~·--------.,.--·---·-- _,,.,, -"-- .. -·• 

books which ha.Ye had a greater influence upon their tead.ers than LiJ .... 

ie,nblum' s autobiography. Here he reveals in great detail everythibg 

tha.t happened. in his life, up to the yes:r 1873. Thl s book is ftill of 
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bitter protestations against the existing o rd.er of the Jewish so-

ciety., Orthodoxy is so great a ·burden upon the indivtdual that the Jew 

do~~ not live at all. The boo~ indirectly called the Jewish youth to 

get out of the rut and see what is before him.. The greater part of the 

book is ma.de u.p of do cumonts such aa letters. persona 1 and public, ex

tracts from h:ls d.iary, poems, etc. The author cloes not refrain :from 

referring to livi.ng per21onalities, bu.t he a.oes not mention their full 

names. It will help the reader to understand. the book when he keeps 

in mina that the cl ties referred. to are the following: Marshlov is 

usea for Vilkomir, the large C:lt~y :r.or Kovno, ana. the New 01.ty for 

Odessa. In concluding this book, Lilienblum says: And if you ask who 

I am, I shall say: y --i X-1 ?> b 'I. which constitute the intia.1.s 

O.f his name: } ....:J._ !!J '....:z. :1 ) ...1 )<. /-1 D 1~-l. JJ/' ?,!-> ::1 '? ,-if/Jb »J~ 

The book had a wide circulation in all the towns of the p r:1.1e 
1 

and tor 

a. long time many speculated as to who the real author was. 

The publication of the Chatoth Neurim marked the culm:lnation 

of the fif.ghting perioc1 of Lilienblum' s career. In the :i'.'ollow:i.ng four 

years Lilien·b1um abstalned. from public life. Re wrote very littl~, 

·"" corning more and more to the conclmllion that hls .Lormer efforts had. 

been a waste of time. The Odessa Maa'killm cHd. not help h tm :tinan-

o ialJy, so that he was forced to a.o that which he despised- to be 

a Hebrew teacher. In 1871, he was engaged by Alexa.no.er Zederbaum 

as edit or or the Yid.d.i sh weekly "Kol Me~aser", but a.s Zederbaum d.e

s:tred to contra 1 the eai to rial policy of' the paper, Lili enbl um resigned 

his office after editing the 29th number. 

c~me Assa age.inst his will, and. this 

mod. dhe ena o:r the same year he was 

In 187e, his wife ana ~hildran 

hardened his burdens still 

ehgagea as cashier in a 
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business of:fioe>for whloh he received twenty-five ru'blea per month at 

the start, and thirty-five rubles after the first yea.r. This made 

him he.ppy, since he d.ia not have to be e. "Melamedn •. However, in 18'14 

the of fi oe waa oles ed ancl Lilienblum lost his posit ion. Than days 

of dire poverty came upon him.. His wi:fe opeaed e. hair dressing pa.rlor, 

and. he became p·roof reader of yid.dish books; yet the two together cou.ld. 

hard.ly eke out en existence. So poor was he that he was fo reed to sel 1 

' the works of his be loved Pltsarov to buy pote.toes for the Winter. The 

sale of his a 1 '>'. 9 '1 ~ n p and 01"7 J y J .n l >< l9 n brought him in some 

money. and he learned bookkeoping ... a pro;f:feasi on whtoh helped him out 

later. 

The most important events in his life from l873 to 1882 he 

described later in his boo1t ·11_::i. n.hn 71 7 which constitutes the 

third. part o:f. his a1?1yi J)JX (f)r;. Some of' the docu.ments printed 

here reveal the cle~1.r vision !!l.na the :r.oresight of Lilienblum. .As we 

intimateCI :tn our introductory chaptter1 'he was one of the f.ew who hau con ... 

clu.deCl even before the massacr6ls of. 1981 that Hs.skalah diel not of.fer t:t. 

sol1.1tion to the Jewish problem. In a letter to a friend printed in this 

book and dated. 1874 he says that we must not tthave too mu.oh f.ai th in 

.... ,,, liberali.em ana jusM.ce". For if en11g11tenment will remove ignorance 

from the people, 1 t wi 11 usl1t!lr in the charla.ta.nry of Europa a.nd this 

w:I.11 make it worse fa.r the Jews. Then again the Jews a.re likely to be 

swept a.way by the tid.a of a.ssimila.tion wll:l.oh is a necessary and unavoid

able concomi ts.nt to the Enlightenment movement.. How then is the Jew ... 

ish people to be saved from annihilation? ~his question a.gain trou

bled Lilienblum. In 1876 ho was happy to find a solution to the per-

I I 

I 

I 

11 

! 
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plex:l.ng problem, for the newspapers speke of .a. )Jft!te.in H a.yim Qed.ali.ah, 
,,,, - ............ ,. ·- 4 --- '" 

a millionaire, 

for the Jews. 

who was contemplati.r1g buying :Palestine from the Suittin 
the 

This news it em fla.shea.ll idea upon Lilienblum that Pal ... 

f ~ astine could both i.mprove the economic conditions of the Jew and save 

t h:tm from spiri tu.al ahnihilation. But these hlgh hopes of Lilienblu.m were t 
~ 

short-li.ved.. 
on April 13, 18'77 Ru.ssia. declared war against Turkey, and. many 

people fearing the invasion of the Turks fled :ffom the city. Lilien

blum, too, feared for the safety of his four children; he therefore 

took them 11a.ck. to Vilkomir, and returned to Odessa~ Now that his fa.m-

i, ily was away he had. an opportunity of ca.rrying out h:te :former high am-

bi tions. He therefore began to stua.y secula.r subjects in order to be 

ad.mitted t-0 a. university. He gave priv0.te lessons in Hebrew, devoting 

the rest of the time to the i:rtudy of Latin and Algebra. His teachers 

students of the Gynmasi.um who taught him either grat:l.E1 ~ or in return 

for Hebrww instruction. Day and nlght he worked. on his stuCl.ies, dibs ... 

pla.y:i.ng werm.rkable patience for an old.~r person. In a letter to F. N • .,,--· ...,.~~,..,,....,......,., ... .,.. ___.,.. ...... 

be complains that it is difficult for hlm to get his subjects, especial-
-·---~.,.,,,.,,..~·~·· 

ly geogre.phy because he has to remembe:e a list of disconnected names. 

But ha believes that w1 th a.n extreme effort he shall succeed in en

tering a higher institution of. learning to a,oquire a pre:f.ession. 

H:i.s wH'e wished. to return to Odessa 1 but ha begged her not to do so. 

Her presence and that of the ch:i.ldren wou.lcl di stu:r.b h1.ro :from his stud.-

~ ies. Then atta.in his expenses with a fe.mil.y wouJ. a be doubled in a 

large city. "You remember 'how misera,ble our oor1aition was when you 

we;e here. It is to protect rny.sel:f' awl my children that I must learn 

a profession. You well know my entire caJ~fiH:ir. In spite of per-
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secution I continued my Haskale.h beoause I am stubborn! Thi1:1 stub-

born.ness will help ma reaeh rr1y goal!" (Letter to hls wife inilm.b.11 711) 

The well-know11 Russian Jewlsh writer Ben .Ami, who made Lil-

enb.lum·! s acquaintance at th:im. period, d.escri bed his state of mind in 

days. Lil:1.e·nblum a.esrJised the poetry of Goethe ancl Schiller wh:i.ch 

the Maskili.m · • ilt • J ,,. were d.i scuss ing constantly. He was ln-

terested only in positive sciences which tthelped. one 1mp:r.o ve h:i.s 

lifen. He was very mod.est in the company of the Gymnasi.um students. 

whom he respected. greatly f'or their 'knowledge of Latin a.n<1 Algebra. 

The fact that he was a great Hebrew scholar and author elid. not me an 

any1;hing to him. His face was a.ejectea,and his dress shai)byjbut he a.1-

ways refrained :from speaking about his poverty. The signf:l of sadness 

and sorrow were perpetually engra.ved upon his face, even afte1· he 'had. 

entered a new field of activity. He never appeared. self-satisfied., 

But in spite of his poor clothes his appearance was patriarchal. The 

tre of his eyes impressed. a.eeply all those who met 'him. 

J. L. Gord.on inf,ormed 'llii:i.l:i. anblut11 that a wealthy Jew was wil-

ling to pe.y him twenty-five rubles a month on condition that he ta.ke up 

semitic 1ang1ia.ges after oomplliet ing his preliminary stud.lea. In reply 

to Gordon, Lilienblum said. that he d.eo11ned. this offer because he cli ci 

not know '.what his incl ine:tions were. At present he was interested. in 

NatJJ.ra.l Soi.ence, but he d ta. not believe that he wou1Ci ever learn any 

of the teolnica.1 trades, becaui:ie of ~he obstacles placedby the Govern

ment on the road of Jewish students. Henoe the next most desirable 

prof'easi.on would be Law, because it would g:tb'e him an opportunlty to 

defend. his prethren age.inst un!ound.ed attacks.. ~hen a.gain Lsw i.s re-
>. 
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lated to the sul)jeots he was most familiar with, Ta.lmud. and. M1drash, 

wh:l.ch are genu:t.ne prod.nots of Israel~s gen.tus. (Philosophy he consid.ered 

a foreign prod.net).. ;l"'But an the other ha,na 1r, Lilienblum continues in 

his reply to Gord.on, 11,I am e,frald I ao not possess th1~ ab:tllty for law, 

on account or my poverty in the Rusaia.n spe0oh an.a lac'k a 'keenness of .,,,,.,.·""" 
.,, ...... ~-·~' ···-·" ,;,.~-""'"'' 

intellect. I know that I dislike Orienta.'.1. languages, and. then a.gain 

I could not accomplish anythj.ng with them. At any rate I assure YO'l?-

1 · that I shall not sacrificf!I my spiritueil inclinations for the sake of a 

f~w rubles.," 
sub.Btdy 

Through tl1e efforts of his friend. he began to receive a " 

" amounti:ng to twelve rubles month1y; y~t his fina.noia.1 cond.1tion von

tinued to be so wrmtched that in a letter to his wife he relates that 

he has been c'h.anging his undergarments only twice monthly. 
I 

Thus Lilienblum was very bu$y 1n building up a career for 

himself. :N~v-ertheless in the later 70's he 'found tine and interest in 

contributing to the Hebrew press. It is during these '; 7pt years that 

he wrote his mater11).11stic (and partly socl.aliatto) .treatiees for the 

~1-p11 an.a n•t:J'Jn .119l>.X. rn 19'77.he pu'bl1.s11ed. a series o·f articles 
'• 11 

in whio'h he ad.dresses 'himself to tb.t Orthodox, ~bbis who were to assem-

ble in Peters'bu1"g and discuss mattE~:r.s pert~i.:tnlng to the Jews Qf Rqssii,a.. 

Lili enblum age.in demanded refo:rm&i ... ·but not of the type whioh he?. hEi.c1 

desired.' in his early days. He aoos not demand. ~my more reduction. in 

the . number of prohibit ions in the observe.nc«1 of the S'a•bbath, for he 

learned. by this time that these are d.on0 away wit'h without ·brHi permia ... 

sion. of tlie l~$bbis. But he a.skea :for chtmgeQ in those institut:i.o:ns, 

C~uch as marriage and. d.i voroe) which ev®n the ex1,;re1MH£Jt· free thinker 

cannot d.i sret~trd sinee they are enforced by the Government. One more 
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ognlze that it is not so much the ~a.lmud and Shulchan Aruch which 

make the life of the J·e-vv miserable, but rather the restrictions and. 

limitations pla.ced. upon him by "the Government. In 18179 when there was a 

discussion going on as to the advisabili'ty of founding Jewish colo

ni.es in Russia, Lilienblum became enthusiastic over this navv plan. 

~hus signs o:f the idea of self-emancipation and. self-help appear in 

his writings. Lilienblum began also to write articles in Russian in 

·which he opposed the assimilation policy propagated by the M askilim. 

His reasons for opposi:ng a.saimilation he gi ve1:11 also ih a ietter to a 

friend (written in 1980 and printed in n _:i » w ..n 7 -, 1 ) : ':our 
'~ 

. , 

disappearance as a people will not ma.ke for uni V€1'l"St.i.l 'brotherhood':. 

Assimilation is not desirable nor is it practical. Six million people 

· cannot become a.ssimtlated in a s11ort time. 'l1hus Lilienblum did not 

need mas~acres ( unl:lke most other Maski1:1.m). to make him realize the 

fUtil:ity of' the Haskala.h. But the massacre of 1881 pointed to Lil-

ienblum a way out of the difficult perplexities. lie found e. se.lu~ 

tion to the Jewish problem, and t,o bring this into realization he de

voted fai thf.ully the rest of h:t.s life. ~he pogroms of Odessa in pa.r~ 

ticular taught him the greatest lesson in his life. 

o\,In his memoirs of 1881 he s!lys i" It is gooa. that I have ex

perience~ the evll. At least onoe in my life I had an opportunity to 

:feel that which riry fathers felt throughout thei.r li·ves. All thei·.r. 

1..,. de.ya were :full of :fear. and tumult and why shoul(l I not 11-ve through

something o :f that terrl ble experience which they felt all the time? 

Am (not their son? How great is now m;w satisfaction 1for I ha<l a chance 

to know a.r:1a penetrate into the life of my people :tn the cou :r.se of his 
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new philosophy; The Jews are strangers in ~ll 1'u.Top~, and this is 

l)) why we are mt:1.l·treatea.. There is no future for us anywhere. .All that 

is left for the Jew is to retu.rn to the 1an(1. of hi.s fa:thers. What gi·ves 

ap man power is the hi sto ri cal citizenship upon his own soi le Let ua 

We must ab~1ndone 

et.r_i:ni1:':.~~e.9,~ Rus~iet, why then no1; go to Palestine immed.iately'? No ot.he~r so•_,,../ 
, is 

luti on to the Jewish pro blemf'poaf3 ible; the assimilation id.e1.:1 is pl:9.yed 

. out ,ror a whole people cannot commit suicid.e.. This was Lilienblum' s 

trend. of thought afte1" the terr:l ble pogroms; and while Russian Jewry 

was at a loss as to, what was the next step, Lilienblum came out wi·th 

an article which a.ppeated in the Ra.svyet (Nos. 41 ... 42 for 1881) bearing 

the striking tltle "On mowarda Pa.lestin.e! n illh:te was the first swallow ,-.......... ,,_ 

announcing the coming of Sprtbng fo:r Hus&Jian Jewry., Everything has 

not as yet been completely lost, and "Our hope has not died-". This 

ray of hope to Russian Jewry came fired; from Lilienblum, ena. not f:r.om 
0 ........._.,.,.-.v ...... ,H•O-~ ... ~ ••. ,,.,,, •• ~~"'' 

Leo Pinsker, as is) commonly thought, :f'o:r it prececl.etl the Fu.'b1lcHtion 

of ''.Aut oema.nc:t.pat ion °. 
. ...... 

Thus the hero of the Ghe·tt o, who had. lost hi.s ideal, h'a's"-

founa. a much bigger ai1d nobler one to :r.eple,ce it. All his id.1tms about 

his personal career have vanished., for no time was to be waS"ted.~ a.ncl 

work in behalf of the new colonization plan must be begun. His 

friends rebuked him for giving up his studies, for forgettl:ng his own 

interes.ts. Bu.t Lj.lienblmn re11lied that a.11 the <'la.ye o:f' hiei life he ha.c'i 
{~/ 

been looldng for an idea+ anCI. mow he ha.~ found it. When my anti re people 

is in da:mger, he said, how can I prepare mysel:f for a university? We 
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are not hated because we are uneducated, but because we are ~;rtrangers. 

All I oan and. must ao now is to write articlas,an.d e,rousE.~ the people 

to their duty. I do not any longer fear the annihilation of the Jew, 

for I see a clear path lea.ding to a rejuvenated Iarael. Thus after 

my "~ins of. Youth "comes the ~''Roa.cl o :f Repent anoe ". . My co smopo1i ta.n
u; 

ism ha.s been an a.bmlrdity. I am happy now that I have recei vea a Tal-

midio training; without it I would not have been what I am now. 

It was the massacres them that caused Lilienblum to discrnv-

er himself, ana. to find in him one of the guiding spirits of the new 

Chovevei Zion Movement. 

--~~~-~-~0000000000----------
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The transition from a materialist to an idealistic Lover 

o:f; Zion was not as unnatural for Lilienblum as it was for most of the 

other Maskil:lm of his day. As we have seen he has always been an op

ponent of assimilation. Even before the massjaores he preached that 

the Jew take U:P agriculture; he was filled with sorrow behold.:i.ng the 

licentiousness which prevailed among carts.in classes of J'ewry in the 
\ \) 
larger cities; he felt that restricrtions of the Government did more 

harm to the Jew than the prohibitions of his religion; he feared. the 

total armihilation of Jewry in the course of time; and he deplored the 

lack of idealism among the Jewish you.th. Now in the new .Palestinian 

colonization movement he found a complete solution to all these per-

"plexing problems. Little wonder then that he plunged into the new work 

with his whole heart and soul. Yet it is a mistake to think that he 

gave Up his previous ideals. Even after the massacres he printed a 

long article in Rurirnia.n ( Voschod 1882-1883) _ about the need of reform .. 

ing the Jewish religion. The acquisition of Palestine by thei J.ews, 

however, was his predomimatlng interest. 

His literary t~1lantE1 have resurrectea., ana. hE~ began to write in 

the three languages which were at his command (Hebrew, ~tuBs ian a.nd Yi.d

dish). In his first Zionistic article 1n Hebrew (Hashachar. 1881, No.8) 

he proposed that Pale~tine be bought- from the murk, but immecliately he 

gave up this idea. e.ncl preached. sine~ the g:rad.ual acquisition of Pal-

est 1.ne by the Jews. Notem-o~tb1r o, h" 't' r t't.. t i ., · · ,, ... ., a.mont:{ . is wr1 . in gs o _ ii.El. par .o C! is a 

series of essiit.ys in lC.ussia.n ( Ra.svyet 1882-1883) on "'?he Iteviva.l of the 
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Hebivews on the So1.l o:e their Fathersne These art:toles were published 

lat er in book form, e.nd so great was the demt1na fo:r. them ·bh~tt three 

editions had to be published. Dr. Sapir,:J.n his ''H:tatory of Zionism"~ 
~~ .. ~,,..,.. 

says, tha.t qf all the Zionisti c literature published in tho sa dal'·a no 

book made a.a great an i.mpressi on. upon 1 ts read·e:rs a.a this work of Lil ... 

ienblum. He himr:-ie lf trenslated these a.rt toles f.tJ.)r the complete edi t:i.on 

of his Hebrew works (Kol K1,~ive IV. P. 23},. In plfd.n but powerful and 

iuc isi.ve words he analyzes here the Jewish problem a.nd. sµ.ggests a so-

lution. Restricti.ons ha.ve made the Jewi1i1h life intolerable in 11:ussia. 

even without the maEH:'lacres, but now the pogromt:: have actually en(3:angered 

our eJcistence. Civilization ahcl progress will not improve our con.di-

tion, for we are strangersJan.cl there is nothing in huma:n ethics which cnn 

compel. an ind.i via.ual to love a stranger. The only way out is to begin 

build.ing up a. settlement in Palestine which is our hi stori.oal la.nd, ana 
. t 

is a.lso preferable beo1:."l.use of" ieing olo aer t,o iussia. than any other coun-

t1~y. He conclu<'les these articles with the following paragra.ph:
11

We h.ave 

bef.o:r.e us three ro>s1.ds: ( l} ~o remain ln our presen.t cond . .i t:l.on, to ·be 

perpetually dejected, to be. despi.f31:.ld by all, gypsies, to be exposed. to 

1rogroms and unsafe ev~n a~tinst a great massacre. ( 2) To be ass imi-
-e--···-~--·-. ·"·· ~-"' 

lated with the people in whose midst we are dwelling, not only exter-

nally but completely·: to forsake Judaifi::rn, to e.ocept tha religions of 

the ml.t:i. ons but at the same time be degre,(lea ancl mocked at for a long 

timt:t until the distant generations, in whom there will be no remnant of 

a sign of Israalitish descent, will be completely swallowed up among the 

Arya.n nations. ( 3} To commence our work for the re vi val of Isttael upon 

soil of his fathers, where the immed:i.ate generations will a.::©quire a 

national and normal l:t.f e i.n the full se:nse of the wo rel. Choose imto 
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Another imP,o:r.tant work propagating the new nationa.list:i.c 

movement, wr:l:tten in the sous, is his series of a.11'§gorica.1 a.:rtlcleei 

in Russtan "1Hve Moments of the Life of' Moses" which were published la-

te:r in book form. This cons is ts of five monologues in wh:i. ch Moses 

aescribes the great events of his life9 Here the author finds an op

portuni·ty to compare the conditions o:f his day with those of the time 

of Moses. The great lawgi.ver finl'is it a difficult te.sk to prepare a 

people of slaves for a life of freedom& The Jew of the diaspora.>like 

his anoEistors in Egypt 
1 
is so angrotrned in his own petty r:md .. selfish :?.:f ... 

fa.irs that it is he.rd fo-r him to rise to the sublimity of' the great 

national id.eal, bu·t Mos es was never d.isooura.getl, and. the workers for 

Zionism mmrt follow the example of the greater~t of the prophets .. 

The author makes use of the" numerous Midrashic legenc.li:J oentertng a.roum1 

Moses, so that the mont')logues are very vivid. a.ncl interesting~ On the 

whole, this essay, is a fine expression of love to ·!ind admi·rg,tton for thE~ 

Jewish people am1 its spirl tual assets. 

To popularize thc:t national id.ea.l among the masses, J,ilien~ 

blum printed numerous articles in the Judishes Folksblatt (publ~hed 

in Petersbu·rg). In 1887, he ed i·ted a Yiddish miscellany, 0 Der Judi sher.,,,-· 
(""-·----/' /" / 

Wecker". JJilien bl um wrote an intro a.uctory essay to this book• in whic.h 
I 

I 

he says that the :i.dea of colonizing Palestine is so s:lmple thclt it 

n<:H~ds exp1ana;tiom,~,, The Jews a.re oppressed. a.nd are seeking a, home / 

while Palest i:ne needs :faithful hands to restore ancl re1milc1 it~ It is 

remti.:r1rable that both the Orthodox and the Rad.ioals in Jewry oppose the 

aolonizat:lon scheme, although ea.ch one :rrom a different motive. The Or

thodox t:l.re wai·t ing for the Messiah but this ought not prevent them 
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f:ro m part ic:l pat:ing in the movememt. "The Mess:lah will establish a King

dom :i.n Palestine hut the colonies hEWe nothing to d.o with a Kingd.om". 

The trouble is that the Jewish people lackf a national consciousn<:lss. 

Thus Lilie:nblum' s devotion to hts ideal.urged. him to become a.pologet-
1 

i c before the Orthodox, who ha.a persecu·ted him in his early days and for 

whom he cherished. no love even :i.n his later days. As an append.ix to , 
'· 

the rtJudisher Wecker" he wrote "Zerubbabel, or Th.e E.~turn to ~~t)n, a ;bra-

ma in. five acts. n Here the story of t'he restoration of Zlon after the 

Exi 1 e is told, showing how the will o:f a few a.ccmmiplisbed. a seemingl~ 

impossible task. Lilie:nblum was thus true.l to his earlier ~dicis:ton to' 

prope,ge;te the new ideal as far as la.y in his power. 

But :Lilienblum participated. in the movement not by w?-"i ting 

alone. .A review of bis previoUJ3 act:lvities shows that he always had 
I 

the prs.ctica.l encl of things clearly before him. He never w:rota for th~ 

~ mere sake of writing alone. Every word: he uttered had some new idea 

which he wi sh<-:id. to bring into realization. But never l'las a.nything gl ven 

him as much actual work as thE1 new Chovevei Zion movement. Thlf::: fa.ct 

explains clearly why be continued to be a. practical Zionhrt to the end 

of. his lif'e,and why he opposea all attemr)ts to make Zionism a. purely fi!pir4 

itual or poli.ti cal movement. ~hem i.t must aJ.so be emphasized that +ii.~" 

lienblum never conr:d.aered the Love of Zion movement as a philanthropic af

fa.1 r. In 1886 he wrote d.istinctly t"I look u.pon the colonizati.on movement 

not as a ma:tter of charity, but as en effort to rebi.:J.ild the House of 

Isra.el and. to revive the nation ••••• Within a few years ( the Colo

nization movement) will ushElr in a new 11erioc1 in thEi h:i.story of IsrFJel. •• 

Wh<:in I think of this my heart rejoloes, s.nd I am happy to have been 

born in this can tury" • 
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No doubt Leon PinBker was superj.or to LilienbJ..um :ln the sub
limity of thought expressed in his "a.uto-ema.nci:pation." But it muBt 

be remembered that the period of activity i.n the 11.:f:e of Pi:nsker camt~ 

' a.bout only th1·ough the stimulus rece lved :from Lilienblu.m. In his 

pamphlet J!linsker speaks only o:f the creati o:n of a state not me:nt ion-

ing where and how, and it is only through the influence exercl.sed. 

upon him by Lilienblum that he came to look upon ;J?alestlne as the only 

possible and a.esi rab1e pla.oe for establishlng a. Jewish Nationa.1i ty 

( s. I. Hurwitz in Haolom 1910, No. 9). This is how we come to flna 

·21nsker and Lilienblum ( t ogetherwith Professors ,HermSJ:n ~apiro of Hei.,.. 

a.a1berg and lVJBndelstamm of lrief) work out the first program of a col

onization soci.ety. When the first 111overs of,Zion Society" in oa_essa 

was organized. in 1884, Lilienblu.m was a member of the Executive 

Committee and a.lso its Seoreta.ry. In the Conference of al 1 the PalEH:J ... 

tine Colonization Socieitles, hela at Kattowltz at the end of 1884, Lilien 

'blum, at the suggestion of PinEJker, was eleotea. the pa.id· secretary of 
/' 

the Central Committee in Odes~1a. Sinoe tha.t day Li.lienblum has been 

the gu:l'.di.ng spirit of the Russian Chovevei Zionists. Nothing w~s done 

by this organization :t.n which he i:lid not ta'ke an active part. He 

w1•ote all the circulars published by the organi.zation, and answered 

thousands of letters a,nd. lnqu:irles regard.ing the moveme11t. In 1885 

he d.efencled the stu.a.en·t organization Bilu (the initials of the verse 

.Beth Ya' akgb J.achu V' l~elcho) which the Orthod.ox of the Choveve:i. Zionists 

refu.sea to support because its members were liberal rellglously and 

unmarried. In 1888 he was the chief promoter of the idea tha.t the 

Colonists of Ji?S.lestin.e should_ be permitted to till the soil in the Sab

bat i.cs.1 years. Thus Lilienblum could. not extricate hlmself from 
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into controversies with t'lie Orthodox. But the tone of hi.s arguments 

agsins-t the Rabbis htrn been calmer this time. His Jove for the new 

work has clictated a new policy. We d.o not finc'l a,ny more the bitter

ness a.na sarcasm of his youth, but rather a display of remarkrJ,ble pa

tience and diplomacy. "lthcmgh not giving up any of h:t.s oontenti.ons. 

The Orthod.ox among the Chovevei Zionists could not tolerate the idea 

· , that.::Lt the head of the :Palestine movement shou.1.d be the author o:f. the 

' "Sins of Youth"• They ·theref'o re demancied his resignation. In 188?, 

whem the Ru.ssia.n Chovevei Zionists were as::iembled in conference at 

Drusgenlk • Li11enblum gave the following, vigorous reply to hi.s rel:i.g

ious enemies: "Let my opponents 'know that I have not und.ertsJren my 

work in bElhalf of Zion a.t their ini:1tance. I began my work for ~Hon ev:en 

before they had dreamed of this new idea and before the aoci etie s had 

. been orga.nlz ed
1 
and since than people turn to me from a 11 sides concern

ing the movement. So thEL t even if the po si ti on of Secretary is ta.ken a ... 

way :from me, nobody can ta.ke the work for Zion out of my hands al to ... 

gether.lf. Qr:=>J~ IJJ.yJ., 711 PP• ,94,..95). 

In 1889, after the conference of the ~hovevei ~ionists in 

Yilna, he paid. a vi st t to h:ls na.ti ve town Kaidan. What a change these 

twenty years have wrought! His aged father, who had. thought that hl s 

son completely aband.oned Judaism, :rejoi.oed at seeing the honor wh:i.ch 

the townsmen did. to the forme:r Api'korese The sons of h:ts former perse

cutors (an.Cl even some of the old.time zealots, themselves) ha.J.led 

him as a. prophet of tt rejuvenatec1 Judaism .. 

Lil:J,enblum was very active in the ef:f'ort to legalize the 

Chovevet Zionist Society in Russia. He kept in constant touch with 

Alexander Zed.erbaum of Peters'bu.rg. who was in:t.luentia.l in certain 
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Government ciroles. Finally when after many negotie.1;ions the Soo1-

ety was 1 egaliz ed in 1890, Lilienblum was reappointed. as the Sec..: 

reta.ry of the Central Executive Committee in oa.essa,a post which he 

kept to_ his last day. 1.I!he Russian Zionists showed. '!l.im their appre

ciation for hls inclefa ti gable efforts, and. in 1893 Lilienblum' a fif

ti.eth birthday was celebrated throu@l,ou·t Russia. On this oceaslon he 

received many sets of resolutions, ano the Odessa Comtnl ttee eleotea 'him 

honorary member for life, and. resolved upon ha,ving his portrait in its 

office. The Hebrew writers of Odessa gave him e, banquet, and. nu

merous appreciative studies of his life and. character appeared in the 

Jewish press. Of these. tha most noteworthy· is the essay by Mqr

deoai Cohen whi.ch 'fas published in the Aohiasaf for 189S, When the 

new · ~ionist movement, after the J.j,i 1"st c:ongress in 189'7. bega.n its ac

t i vi ti es in H.ussia, Lilienblum was one of its advoc~1tes, although he 

did not partloipate actively ln it. He was too old to become enthu

siastic over new :tdeals; then again his immediate d.ut!es in the office 

of the Odesern. Committee 1tept 'him too busy to ao any outside vrnrk. 

When the Hreat Assembly o:f' Hussian Zionists took p'a!ace tn ll!fins'k in 1902, 

Lilienb~)J.um participated a.s represents,ti ve of the Odessa Committee. H e 

was enthusiastically applauded when he rose to utter his ) J "hTIV,/ 

over the union bf the older oolonizatlon scheme a.nd. t'he new political 

Zi onlst movement. 

Up to the last day of' his life Lili& n1)1um gu~1rflec'1 zealously 

the irttegrity o:r the practical aspect o :r the Zionist program. When 

Aha.d Lia.' am issued the call rf)No:tl this is the R?~d'' , in which he cri·ti

cized the results o:f.' the Fa.lestinlan colonization and. end.ea.vored to :tn-

fluence the Ohovevei Zlonists to assume ,a- Cul tura1 program, Lilienblum 
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took up the weapon o:t ctefenee~ In a series of az:t.i.c.~-itlt3 entitled 

1'Wind Watchers and. Glouc1 Gazers ir (Hammel:t tz 1891) , be atta.oll,~d Aha.d 

Ila' am ~nd his organization ns,ons of Moses't• He failed to find a prac

tical policy in tlle hazy cttl·tural Zionism. Ten years later he attacked 
\"·"-'"""~""'"'""' \: '·-,.,,. 

those who wished. ·the Intarnat ione.1 Zionist Congress to accept a. oult-

ura.1 pro gram.. In his later years he O\Pl'osed the new tendencies of de .... 

cadence which some writers (borrowing it from secular 11 t eratures) l::re ... 

gan to introduce $1i"'to the readers o:f He'b:r.ew. Out of the same mot:i.Yes 

he opposed also the superabundance of love poetry and treatises on 

ChasiClic mysticism which found. clevotees 1n H ebrew literatures To

wards all the recent movements o:f the Ma,ak:i.lim, Lilienblum took mostly 

a negative attitude. This was due not only to the conservatism :which 

is characte:r:i.stio of old. age) but also to l:J.is instinctive feat lest 

the new id.eas will leaa the Jew away 'from the pract ioa.l Fa.lest i:nian 

work which he saw nearer and nearer approaching rea11ty. Yet in spite 

of his age Lili en1)lum W•:J.s wide a.wake to every new tendency. He followed 

them up carefully, and always had his pen rear&y to express an opinion. 

'J!he productivity of his 1itera:ry work never suf:t'ared. a.trophy 

~n 189'"/ he ec1i ted the Achiasaf 411nua1 !or 5558. ln 1899 he published. 

a. book· in. Russ ia.n on Zionlsm. He contributed art.toles to almost every 

Hebr·ew and Yid.dish newspaper a.na magazine of importance. In 1903 he 
eaeay to Sa:pirt s History 

w:ro te an i.nt;rod.u.ctory /lof' Zionism in wh:i.ch he cteplores the fa.ct that so 

little is 'known o~ Zionism anc1 is therefore so gres,tly m:lsunderstood. 

In 1906 when :Pr. J • . Sapir o:f 0df.3SBS. began to pu1)1i sh the ~ion:tst ]>enn.Y 

Pamphlets ("'Zionistische Kopike BibJ.iothek,") Lilienblumfontri butecl 

three boo'klets to the series. That h1s vigor and elevation to his illeal 

have not ft>rsaken hlm in ol<l age, can bo see9 from the last of the Ytd-
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dish pamphlets 1"Geuls.h Ti t:nu Low arot2 "(of which a. Hebrew tranalat ior1 is 

found in his Kol Xisvtt. IV P. 430). In powerful languages he e,ppenls 

to the Jewish people to wake up am'l take ~n1 interest in ·the ooloniza ... 

ti on movemant, by buying l:md. in Palestine. He conclud.es his appeal 

quoting Pinsker: 1t-N0.w or never! Woe to our chilaren. Woe to the mem

ory of the Jews of our da.y if we do not util:iz~ the ·~resent moment. 

. My people, arise~'' Shortly before his dee.th ha wrote a congratulato-

ry article to the nyj;dd.isches Tagebls.tt "entitled ir~he Duty of our Press 11 

( appGtared in the Jubilee Number of N.tarch 2.0, 1910). Here he calls atten

tion to the fact that the immigrant is exposed to assimila.tory influ. ... 

enoe and that the new environment is bDund to make the Jew forgetful of 

hi~ Jewish ideals. '.Che press, therefore, ha.El a grea.t Ctuty to perform, 

for it alone can serve as a connecting lin1c between the old and. the new. 

Then he deplores the fa~t that so many Jewish newspapers instead. of 

btlilcling up Jud.aism are destroying it., but he is happy to note that 

there are exceptions to this phenomenon,since some: Jewish journals 

are fully aware of their high aut9. 

In 1909 the aged idealist began to feel that his end was 

nigh. ~he wa.nt and suffering which he had endured during his life

time weakened him
1
so that he felt that some disease was luring at his 

life. He was troubled with cancer of the throat; nevertheless he did 

~ .... not complain ancl acce]l)ted his lot with stoic resi gnat:ion. He only e:x ... 

pressed to his friends the hope that he would be spared for a time 

suffi!bient to edit his Hebrew works :for publication.He thereupon set 

immediately to wo:rk i:md di virled his writings into :four volumes accord

ing to sul)j ect ma.tter. These a.pp eared a.ft er his death, the expanse 

of pub1ica.tion having b~rnn d:e:E'rayed. by Mr. Joseph Zeit1:i:tL of Mos ... 
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The first volume is a ppenc'l.ed~an excellent, crit :i. ca.1 antl· bio-

-~·~"~· 
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graph1.oal essay on "Lllienblum, Man @.nd Wr:Lter" by Dr. Joseph Klaus

ner. It is to be regretted seriously that the publishers did not 

deem it necessary to state the date an(i place of the or.gintl.l publioa ... 

tion of these essays. Whe second volume was published in 1912, and 

contains the orit:lcal :antl publicistic essays published originally 

" betwe.~en the years 1870 - 1880. This volume conta.ins also a :reprint 

of the "Sins of Youthn ~md of "The assemb1y of the Deoe~f3edn. The 

third volume was a.lso pulJli shed. in ·1912 and c ontrc1ins lit era.ry ana. cri

tical essays written d.uring ·the years 1863"' 1909. The fourth vol ... 

ume was published in 1913, and contains all the essays on Zionism writ-

ten auring 1881-1909. :&,or this edition of his works, me.nb{ of his ar

ticles in Russian ana. Yiddish 1i1ie:nblum (and o·thers) translated into 

Hebrew. In the last three volumes fo!'tuna.te ly ·the dates and. origi

na.l pla.ce of pub1ication of the ess111.ys are ind.teated. Although these 
; 

four VO lumes go uncler the name 0 r "All the Works of Lilien1)1Um 11
' they <'I 

are far from containing his complete writlngs. Besides several Bep

ara.te books there are n11mer01:is arti oles scatterecl in various newspapers 

ancl magazines which have not 'been :i.ncluded into this edition. Li-

lienblum made se·veral sl:i. ght changes in his ess9.ys before allowing 

their publication. In his later days, he realizecl that he had been 

too harsh with his opponents, and. he therefore cha.nged the phrasing, end 

also left portions out, to weake111 the original impression. 

An in·~eresting question, which would nR-turall;sr arise in the 

mind.s of' those who followea Lilienl)J.umi s career, would. be thl.s: Wha.t · 

attitude towards religion d.id. 1~il:ien1)lum take in his later Clays'? Did 

he continue to be the sa~e"transg:r.e.ssor" of the 70' s or a"id he rtre ... 

ppent '?" J!.,ortunately Lil:ienblum has answeted. this quest ion for us in a 
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paper which he wrote for an Oden:Hrn. Soaiety and. which remained. in the 

hands of A. Druyanov ana. published Hfter his aeath ( Haolom 1910, No & 9). 

In this article, enti tle1i '~Religion Out of Love'', Lilienblmn says that a 

Nationalist, even though he happen to be free thin1dng, ought to observe 

reli glous practices out of love to the Jcw:ish na:ti. on. The Jewish re"\" 

ligion is above e-verything else a product of the national spirit, "hence 

i:f we wish to u.nd.a:rstanc1 the fund.'1m€~n-ta.l s o :f the Mosaic law, we mu.st 

not look for them in a universalisti.c phllosophy,but in the nat:iona,1 

Hebrew spirit n. O:lrcumci s:ton is not an ethical institution, but s tnce 

the Jew consideted i·t a. covenant between him anc1 his God, its observ .... 

a.nee is as important as any ethical 1aw. Fo:r. even the universa.1is·bic 

elements of Jud.a.ism a.re differently interpreted by the Jew than by any 

other people. "The belief in Unity has been acceptea. in all Europe, but 

it is not that some belief which we have. 1
' Moreover, many e·thical 

laws, such as ~'Thow shalt not take the Widow's garb :f'or a pledge", have 

not been accepted at a.11 by human:tty. All oommand.ments then, which 

the peculiar 1113.tion•:tl spirit of the Jew, ought to be maintained .• 

There are, however, cer·ta.in laws which ao not on the surf.ace appear to 

be national, and these LiJ.ienblum terms "prlestlyn. The natiom1l laws 

are (1) All the ~en Comma11dments(which of course, include the Sabbath. 

a.11;h.011gh a.uring the second. Temple the Rab bis pushed the method. o:r its 

observance to unnecessary extremes). ( 2) @ircumclsion.. ( 3) · Tbe observ-

ance of the Three. Pilgf'image .Ji'esti.vals ( lncJ.ucling the abstention from 

leaven, in the obr$1ervance of which the Habbis again went too far. "But 

logia cannot help us any in this respect, sinoe the table of a national

ist must be :fit for all J'ews, and :l t :ts tharefo re imper.mi bl e to hold. 
YC. 



particular views 011 this subject, such th~.t other J·ews do not accept" 'I 

Ethrog, however, is o:ne of tho Be commandments which ought to be observed. 

only in Palestine$n) {4) Ii.osh Hasha.nah, which has a na.tional charactc:3r 

because the agricultural ye11r begins with TishrL ( 5) .Abstentlon from 

eating the hind. part of an animal, unclean animals~ ancl blood., because 

they stand :for the na.tiona.1 princi:ple 'flfoly shall ye be for I a.m Holy 11 
.. 

( 6) Prohib:i..ti.on of intermarriage. t 7) Prohibition of imitating a.11 for-

eign mrntomm includ:lng a11 superstitious belle:f.'s and the practices pres-

cri"bed. by Cabbr.Hah o ( 8) Obligo.t :I.on of teach i.ng our children { whl ch 

includes also Mezuzah a ince it servGs as a. remtnder o:f' the laws of t hf3 

Torah). ( 9) Observance of all ethical la.ws and abs tent ion from acts 

which may cause The "priestly'' la.ws, outsid.e 

of sacrifices and their concom:ltant pr~wtices, inclucle ( l) Observ-

ance of the Jewish mode of sla.ughter a.ntl abstent :lon f:r·om eating flesh of 

{ 2) Mea.t and milk must not be commingled (for ·--&·~·" ·· ·--··.___,, 
reasons given under 3 above. (3) all prohibitions :fount1. in the Mosa~ 

ic lalv bearing a hygienic character ( 4) Observance of the Day o:f Aton~~-

ment. { 5) Observance of Zizi th which seem to be a reminder of the anciEmt 

national d.ress (and for the same reason also the prohi'bition of roun.cling 

the corners of the head is to be observcHi.) 

We also wish to quo·te here from the cha:r.acteriati c conclu.d

l:ng pcLragrt.1.phs of the SD.me article: "Of inst i tu ti ons in·tro duced ln 

lat el'' period the nationa.l i st :le Jew ought to observe Cha.nuk,·:1h ~;l.nd Purim. 

He also has to absfa1in from all forms of joy on the fasts of Gedalia, 

Tenth of '.flebeth, Seventeenth of 1l1ammuz, Ninth of Ab t1nd days o.f 

Sefirah .......... the nationalistic Jew ought to attend. Public 
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Worship on oertaln occasions. outsid.e o:f the fa.ct th&i.t Public Worship 

b:tings the Jwws nearer to ont!l enot her, man~ of our prayers 'are full 

of national sorrows a.ncl ho:pes. :Divine Worship in a synagogue of a na-

tionalistic Jew ought not to be modelled after the taste and form of 

Gen·ti les. Women ought not ·to be i;icluded in the choir •••• ·¥any o:f the 

things said here, of uourse, are only hypoth_~_EJ€3S. ~o our sorrow it 

must be admitteld. that i.t is very d.oubtful whether we shall be able 

even in the future to find the logical and historical rea.sons for all 

the laws and commandments of our Torah." 

It is needless to) say that a.ny one prescribing such a mode 

of religious observanc(lj would. be cons:Ld.etiea. an ultra-orthodox in the 

Un:i. ted States. Eviclemtly Lil:l enblum in his old age repented complete-

ly of his former sins and heresi®s~ The nationalistic movement, in 

which he was engrossed, made a. cha.uvinist oyf of hi.m<>so that he found 

"Nationalism 1t even in those institutions which he had. formerly en

deavored to abolish. Surely the ~ionist movement is far from being 

anti-religious. On the contra1ry, judging from the change which came 

upon Lilie11blum, it may be safely said that Zionism leads tco religious 

fa.naticism. 

Economically Lilianblum's condition improved greatly in his 

later yea.rs. In 1885 he race ivea. a post in the Odessa. ''Jewish Free 

.BurV1l Society",• The salary he received here and in the Zionist Cen

t1 .. al Oommi ttee gave him a fa.irly good lncome 1 so that he was able to 

~ give his children a good education. In a letter to s. I. Hurwit~ 

Lilienblum said: 11My work during the day is to bury the dead ancJ. at 
' 

- night to :eevi.ve the dead." As :Qr. Klausner pO"ints out, :Lilienblum 1 s 

occupation in his later years was chactari*tio of his entire ltfe. 
--·-
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''Up to midd.le' age, he end.eavored. to bury the d.eaa a~J(i",rottan_ ..... ln-»· 
..., ..... ..,. .. ,.-

hoary, Israel, but o:nly after th:t:rty-eight yea.rs of his life had passed 

he toiled and le.bored to revive a rejuvenated. .IEiHrael through o on

ta.ct with his fathers.~ ~0:i.l, out of whose grave neTr life for us 

Will sprout' eternal life n ••• (Kol Kis ve I. p. xxvx ): • 
I 

In thc..:i last clays of his li.f'e the conditi.on of the cancer 

in his throat became vmrfile, and this preven·ted him from go:1.ng to Kat ... 

towi tz to celebrate the twenty-fifth anni. versary of the Chovevei :Hon 

Movem!lnt. He was taken to the, hospital where he vms operated. upon 'but 

he did not improve. His mind. wa.s cler;1,r to the la.st moment of his life. 

Eight hourei before his d.eath, when Uiaischkin oe.me to see :!"im, he a.skea. 

whether there were any hopes that tho Rusait:1.n Gofernment would permit 

a cht:mge in the statutes of' the Odessa Committee. - So devote a was he t Q_,, .. ,.,., .... 

his ld.eal. He died on b1 ebruary 12, 1.9~.0 at midnight. Survivi.ng hfm 
/~__,,,.,,..,..,,... ....... ·<- ... - ... ,.,--.... ,,..,........ 

are his wife, four sona and two daughters. The funeral took place on 

Sunday afternoon, February 14th. ~coording to the report i.n the Loneion 

Je1vi sh Chron:t el.e (February 25, 1910) n a pro cession of u11precec1entecl 

magni tud.e" pa id. its la.st respect to him. Deputtii.t ions from Odessa, in ... 

sti.tutions and from ne:i.ghbori.ng towns participateid.. Telegrama of con.

dol.emce were recEti ved from all parts of ,Husf,Jia and. .Palestine. The 

funeral ore.tions were delivere'l by; Rab.bi Polinkovsky, J. Kaufman, M. 

UslErnhkin, Dr. Himmelfarb, f:'.: ..... ,9~.~~nowi1;z, Dr. Kla.usn.er a.nd M. 

Scheinkin. 

L.ilienblum left his :f'amily: without means. It applied to 

the Jewish Community of Odessa. for a pensi.on, but t'ltis was refusEid. 

because the Mayor of the city was ln:E'o1·med. tha.t Li.l:ienblum had been a 

dangerou.s revolutionary~ The Odessa. Oommi ttee ha.s lnsti.tutea. e, "Li-
;,___,. 

llenbium 11/iamorie.l 1!1u.nd" for the purpose of publishing natural science 

text books in Hebrew for the Pa.lestinii:m Schools. Lili.en bl urn Memo-



l ·." 

Pae;E?_fil:.. 
rial meeti:r.i.gs ware held in many cities of the v;orld. In New York 

a large meeting was he lo in ·the .Educatlonal Alli:s.rrne on the evenlng of 

Feb. 24, 1910(~ageblatt for Feb. 25). It was arranged by the Federa

tion of American Zionis·ts. Dr. ;r. L. Magnes d.e1ive:red. the f'irst aa.-

dress, and Dr. Israel Friedlaenaer spoke in Hebrew "We have very few 
' ' 

men l~ft like Lilienblum, "he sai<l, nand h:ts death is a great loss to 

the Jewish peoplen. Kev. Zevi Masli.ansky followed with a stirring 

\ 
------~---0000000000---------ri 
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After Lilienblum 0 s death a.ll the importa.nt Jewish Jour:nlitlS 

throughout the world devoted arti.oles to his memory.. Some of these 

were by men who ho.a known Lilienb1um personally, or ha.d otherwise fol

lowed hi.s ca.re er carefully. ~hey therefore help ua get a 'better pict

ure of Lilienblum's personality. We shall give here a dlgest of some 

of the more important a.rt:i.cles ( l). .t 1}.' 
ill t It• 

Morris Wintchavsey. who is now a notea. figure among the Hist 
A 

Sid.a rad lea la. saya that in 1876 Li.li enblum waa incl :i.ned towt:irds So-

ciali~m, but after he h.aa entered the Chovevei Zion Movement he wrote 

(to Wint cl:i,e~vsky) that nothing out sicle of Palestine interested. hlm. He 

was an honest and sinoere man, and his "0hatoth neur:i.m is an autobi.= 

ogr.a.phy which has no equal in our l:i.tera.ture". (Zu.'klln:f.t) He was o:r. 

medium sizeJ with ·round. shouJ.aers, reddish heir and looked li.'k:e a coun-
\0 

try melamed.. .By na tu.re he was timid, yet remarkably courageous, and 

ever ready to f.igh'fj for his principles,, Coming to Kovno (in 187??) 

he stopped in a poor inn. 1!1rid.t3:y evening he did. not go ·to Schul, After 

supper when a.11 had :rei.:ired, he took a cand1e and. ca.rried it through the 

hou~Je into his room - an unpard.onable offense in pious Kovn.o. '.rhe innkeep 

er took exception to this, yet Lilienblum did. not stop committing the 

si.n. "I need the1 ligh1; 1' 1 he said. The spirit of heresy was rampant 

within hl.m. Ano·ther oharacterlsti.c epis~de is the following: In Vil= 

komir (in 187 1'/?) a relative begged. him not to <'lll.:igraca the family a:nd 

go to Sohul on. Jh:•id.ay evening$ The re la ti ve pleaded with him:- "Really, 
I 

why do !2.E:. not "'davenvt-? -nEs is ntto zu wemen", he replied. 

( 1) 1l1or referenoes see the Bibli.ography. 



Wintchevs'ky contlnuea to rela.te that in Iiovno ha took a, 

walk with Lil:i.enblum, ancl the latter smoked on Sa.bbs.th. He sai.d he 

d,i<l not :fear anybody.. "It is no exa:ggera.tion to say that he was then 
" 

the cl earnest, most honest, and, most oonsc:i.antious Jewisll wri tern (Ibid) 

Winchevsky showed h:I. a admire,t ion for his friend by Cledicat:i.ng to him, 

nThe L:i.f'e of Bo:erne'" (printed in p•n::Jn n9 c::> Y.. 1878 No~. 5-6)s 

In his 1ater years LiliElnblum became antagonistic to socia11.sts, but 

not to soci.alisme Lilienblum believed. that the Jew ought to be helped. 

fi :rat. 
z. Cutler, relates that on the oooaaion of his sixtieth birth

de.y Lilienblum said: Mant ·thought that with my articlefl! ln Rammel:t.tz I 

had intended. to reform Judaism. But tht is is a mista.ke. I only wfshed 

to pr.otect true Judaism.. :'{: dema.nd.ed of the :fanat ice that they should 
--

not aacl to our religion such laws which are contrary to the spirit of 
,.;, 

Judaism, but I did. not desire to omit anything. . ( 'Xhis statement seems 

to be contrary to the intent ions of Lilienblum expressed. in his writings 

of the 60' s). His sacr:l.fices in behalf of the Jew. continues Mr. Cut-

10.r, have no peer in modern Jevd.sh history. He ha tea the rich ana the 

ariatocra.ts. He was enthusiast:i.c over the O.emocracy of tha new Zionist 

movement, beca.use he bel laved. that the3 masseB wou.1.d now be the :tr own 

helpers. His love for truth prevented.. h:tm from mpeclaliz:J.ng in one branhh 

:1 of J·ewish literature, :for ha expresaea hi.s opinions on all matters Jew-
~?, 

. ,_ 

'ii!ne lie was the greatemt natio:nt\.l.istic worker in Russia. He lived onThy 

for the Jewish peoplee 

Reuben Br.a,inin says th~1t :tn the '70' $ a.nil 80~ s Lilien'blum was 

the leading publicist in Hebrew literature, but Asl).er Glnzberg overEJhad.

owed. him, ~;.nd. politicrnl Zionimm made him a. bac'k number.. Re was logi-
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cal in hie them.gm.ts but :te>o didei.oM.c. Re po~sessecl little of secular 

k.nowladge ancl was unfamiliar with t'he J:~wish so1.enoe o:r the West. But 

he was ~1 honest,. mili.to,nt and always ic1eel1.stic~ His Yebrew sty1E~ 

was simple but olear 9· and. he was alwa.ys to the point.. His "Qha.toth Ne

urim" is the only complete confession in Hebrew literature. Lilien

bl11m was honest 1'in his taoticrn, but tactless. He always knevv what he 

wanted
1
but did not alwa.ys understand his opponents. Ass, critio he 

ls.eked an aesthetic taste, which is seen in his criticism of Gord.on 
1 

s 

poems, (Kol Kisve III P• 26). He <lid not crea:te any mm ideas but was 

rather a product of his time. He had a wonderful memory for historic 

facts. AS a I11Ctll he was not vary interesting, bu·t was unusually clean 

in person, gentlemanly, friendly s.nd above all an ememy to sham. 

Da.vid Friii!1chtmn says thS;t the hero of the novel 
0Had.a.~h ) 

V' hachayim" (by Reuben Asher .Bre.'fi~a, Le.mberg l880) , the yo1J.ng Ra'b"bi 

Samuel who is a militant in behalf of religious reforms, is a pict ... 

ure of Lilienblu.m. (cf.. e.lso Slouschz) ~i. The Ohatoth Neurim is t'he 

most remarlmble oon:fession I ever read". I·bs purpose was to relate the 

tru.t11
11

whU.e. its key11ote:wa$despondency. Chovevei Zionism took him out 

o:f this state of mind., bece,uae he :round in it a positive id.eal. 111 

this movement he partioipated fanatioally. He .stood and fought :f.o:r the 

truth all h:ls life·time .. 
Berdtohevsky writem that Li.lianblum was the idol of the Yeshi·-

bah Bachurim who ha.d become tired of the peaceful Haskalah which 

no greater interest than to busy it}Jel:f with Biblical exegesis. "The 

toth Nuerim is a bill of d.ivo:roa which one genera.t:Lon gave to the other". 

We always listened. attentively ·to whatever Lillenblum had. to say. He 

was su:perio:r to r.:i.11 M.a.skilim blHrnuse of hls dauntless courage • He was 

not a writer, but a teacher. He was no·t satidfied with H1::i.skalah per 
_ _..,.. 
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se, but .looked for br~l!le:fit~yD-:P Ya.luee His great question was: What 

shall I do in order ·to become an independent anti va.lua."ble social being? 

''Life a.nc1 air"~ was his great cry, whlch made him rebel against the shackles :: 

of re l:igion. Lilianblum had no complete system of tho1ight, but a great 

deed.re to do an(l be of help.. Gord.on ttnd. Yehtilal ( J •. L. Levin, the po et) 

were only: assistants in L:Llienblum1 s warfa1·e. '_'His .Ohatoth 1Y1t1im is the 

greatest pr o·tc:lst of the Sons aga,inst tha Fathers".. The pog/oms changed 

his program; instead of indi vid.ua.1 h~ began to apea'k of social demana.s. 
1'.// 

ii'had Ha.!eim (Asher Gi:n~oerg~ calls attention to the fa, at that 

of t,he fathers o:f na:tiona,liam Lilienblum alone carried his ba.:nne1· for a 

whole genern·tion. J?insker and Smplenskin died in the eo,;rly· stages 

of' the movement. He was always my o·pponent, hence whenever I would pub-

lish an article, he ·would follow me with a reply. Thf}re are very few 

essays written about Lilienbluni, for he maa.e hia ideas so clear thr:tt 

all understood hitti. He al wa.ys spoke of himself as being "practical n, 

but in reality he was a dreamer. re~td:lng his own. ideas into 1.ife. Unl~ke 

all hi.s colleagues he was first a political Zionist and then became a 

practical Zionist., In the month of Elul 1881 he w:rot e in Hashach~J,l'.' ( 2) 

that we ought to buy Palestine from the Turk and gather all Jews there

in. But a month la.te:r. he changed his mind and said that it would. ·be folly 

to spernl so muoh money. Tbe only way o:f:' acqtd.ring J?ale~'3tlne is to colon

ize it slowThy so that we mt1y have an.histor1.c right; upon 1.ts soil. 

He worked for Choveve.i Zioniti1m twenty eight years, d.urlng whluh hts cry 

was: "We must oea.se to be strangers "9 He emphas i:zecl therefore only co 1-

on:lzat ion wor'k and opposed the c.mltura.l as_pect of the movement.. To this 

ideal he remainedloyal to his day. 

In conclud:tng our stoudy we shall quote here an eE1timate of ---
( 2) See Chap. III abo-ve 
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Lilienblum g:i.ven by Div. Ha.'bensohn :i.n his History of our new Literatu1·e. 

(p. 141): '"Lilienblum was neither an artist nor a poet, but a loglcal 

... publiclst, and at the same time a practical and enthusiastic pu1)li.c 

worker.. His books are important not because of their literary worth, 

but be ca.use of their sociological and cultural value. They po esess 

neither beauty nor poetry nor art; but they conta.i:n a. clear reflection 

of our life in the> course of a whole generatlcm. .A11 the Maskilim a.na 

writers of the nlneteenth century pas sea through the three periods out of 

whtch L11hienb1.u.m' s life was woven.: The period of liberationrrom the 

yoke of tra.d.i tion, the loss o:f ideals a,nd the national Tevi va.J.. The 

general chara.cteristic line which passes through the entire life of 

Lilie:nblum and. his literary work is - the demand of a material life 

end tTuJ.e eatisjI'~ing of' its needs. Lilienblum w.ants :religious reforms not 

b~~cause the people's education is hind.ered without :tt ( a.s most wrlterm 

of his day demand.ad) 'but because the religion. prevented thEl pro:per enjoy

ment of life. In like manner this writer sa.crif.:toos himself for th.e 

oolordzt-.>.t io11 o:f Palestine, not baoausa of any spiritual aim or the rem.ant ... 

ic magio it oontti.ins, but in order to settle many Jews upon the soil 

an.a. g:1.ve them an assured. su:ppo:·ct. 

'"J. 1. Gordan, and. the publicists .Kovner, and Papi1•no also ha.ve 

sometiLT1{Hl e:spreosed such realifi'iti.0 and materie.listio tanc.lencles; but 

Lilienblumgave them the most orga.n.1ze,1, the most succinct. a.ncl the most 
..::; 

enthuthisst 1c ex:pressione He maa.e us hear the :tr 11 Ying and. Cla1 .iberate 

-~ice ns one of the heroes of' his important period~ 
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