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CHAPTER I -~ INTRODUCTION

It was @ custom among the Palestinian Jews of the

eighteenth century to send thelr most distinguished sons on
missions of charity. They who had gerved their communitles
best were privileged to wander Europe's length and breadth
a8 cqllectors for their native institutions.

That men of high calibre should be gelected for
such arduous tasks, there was good reason., For maﬁy
centuries Palestinlan Jewry was enabled to maintain 1ts
existence in the face of adverse political and economic
conditions only bthrough the beneficence of itg Buropean
brethren, The welfare of Palestine declined end prospered

1n_accordance with the ebb and flow of wealth that streamed

% | unto it from foreign shores. It was imperative, therefore,
that men of intellectual abllity should be dispatched to
tend and guard the 1ife-atream of charity.

The experiences of one of thege intel;ectual
Palestinien emissaries have been recorded in 210 Sésa r90
which ig the dairy of the noted Cabalist and Talmud}st,

(1) , (2)
Hayyim Joseph David Azulai. In the year 1753, the

community of Hebron chose its twenty-nine year old model
of plety and learning to be 1Ts Furopesn philanthrople agent.

In this cepacity, Azulal traveled from Jerusalem to London

and. returned via ITtaly and murkey to Palestine (1758).
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Fifteen years later (1773), he completed a second mlssion

‘@ to Egypt, Tunis, Italy, Fr?nce, Holland, Belglum and back
, 3

to France and Ibaly(1779). - In the last country, he

spent the remainder of his life, mever returning to his

native soil, T?uﬁ a1 fe~“n~n 190 is a record of a
4: .
quarter=century of travels through Europe and northern

Africa by a men well-fitted to represent the Holy Land on
a mission of charity.,

Azulai's dairy was written originelly in two smell
notebooks. The first (pp. 1-48 in the published book )
includes the years 1753-17868 to which are added notes on
the preparation for a journey in 1764, The gecond 1ls an
account'of the journeys of 1773-1779 to which is asppendéd
certain reflections on his last years in Leghorn.(5)

Three facts account for the importance of Azulailts
dgiry. It is in the. first place a source of biographical
information, A subjective mood prevails throughout the
dairy and thus 1t coﬁtains meny items of biographical
significance, Azulal's mental traits, interests, snd hablis
?  are well delineated., His prejudlces, his superstitions,
hig learning are all revemled, IFor Azulal kept no secrebts

from his diary. In it he indicated his mogt intimate

thoughts. It is therefore of singular blographical impor-

tance.
P'C' Geon 1790 1is also useful for a sbtudy of
Huropean Jewry in the last half of the elghteenth century.

Azulal was a good observer. He was gensitive to similarities




and contrasts. In his notebookd, he jotted down the 4lf-
feronces and likenesses between the various communitlies.

He noted their political, economic and religious conditions;
their family customs and their intereSts in education. He
related his difficulties with the clvil guthorities, the
digabilities of Jewish travelers, and scores of other topilcs
which 1llumine the 1life of the Jews of the eilghteenth
century.
| To the hisbtorian of the Jewlsh personglitles of
the eighteenth century, Azulal's account is of apecilal
impdrtance. It 18 replete with names and descriptions of
Rabbis, authors, and cémmunity leaders, many of whom are
unknown in other sources. As an intellectual, Azulal made
every effort to meet and converse with people learned in
Jewlsh end secular subjects. One must guard against
accepbing Azulal's ostimate of people as gospel truth, For
his egotistical nature perverted his objectivity, at times,
mede him susceptible to flattery and gsensitive to rebuke,
Degpite thls limitation, the diary is indispensable for a
study of the Jewlsgh personalities of the late eightesnth
century.

This thesks will be concerned primarily with the
1ife and activity of Hayyim Azulal as poeflected in the dalry
Q6 Sd‘tN 1790 - It will also attempt a reconsgtructlion
of the 1life and activity of the Jewish communities through
which Azulal passed. It cannot go deeply into the person-

alities whom Azulail mentions. That is a gubject which




would necessitate research far beyond the confines of this
abudy. We ghall endeavor here to degceribe the character
and the work of Azulal as indicated 1n his book of travels
and to show the nature of the communities on his {tinerary.
At times for a more complete pleture we will utilize other
gources of informebion. For after all the P1IG Gay¢n Na0
is an aceounb of but one - third of the suthor's life.
Furthermore 1t does not give a rounded soclologjcal survey

of countries through which he passed bub only gives general
indications which must be fitted into the larger gcheme
gathered from the standard histories.

It is not our intention to have two separate
sections one devoted tO Azuleits life end pctivity and an-
other devoted to the nature of the communities through
which he passed. Thig in our opinion would be an artificial
method of treatment. We intend to give a general descrip-
tion of Azulalls life and then turn to the sccount of his
travels for further 111lusbretions of his character end for
.his opinions and information concerning the people and. en-

vironmenbs with which he came in contact.
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CHAPTER II - LIFE AND WORKS

Hayyim Jogseph David Azulal derives the family name
MAzulai" from the initlals of the Hebrew words 7?J~b 7 &
/P fe { /‘75;(/'\' "They shall not take a woman that is
a harlot or profasne", (Lev.XXI 7) It 1is more probable, how-
ever, that the name refers to a logality in Morocco or in
Spain. For the Azulal famlly were descended from Spanigh
exiles who, after the expu;sion of the Jews from Spain in

1492, settled in Morooco.(é)

The Azulai's were noted Cabalists. Abraham Azulal

(1570-1643) wrote a number of Caballstic workg: 8Pk J\'7T'

/7177?7/(. A Ty YR y Pl???f’lc.g: ?On/ ANM rm5
Tsaac Azulail (seventeenth century) was the author of the
Cabalistic work rnld ¥y o Another member of the
family Abraheam Azulal (died 1745) was known as the "illugtrlious
cabaligt" because of his commentary on the Zohar (Mikdash
Melek).(V)

Hayyim JosephADavid Azulail was born in Jerusalem
about 1724 (died 1807), the son of Isaac Zerahlsh Azulel
who was the great grandson of Abraham Azulai, the author
of WAk N1, The latter had left his home in
Morocco and settled in Palestine (beginning of seventeenth
century) where the next four genérations of his descendants
were born,(a)

Hardly anything is known concerning Hayyim Azulal's

childhood and educabtion, He studied under Isaac ha-Kohen




Repoprt, Hayyim ibn Attear, and Jonsh Wabon. He was gifted
with a retentive memory and a scholarly petience which
ensbled him at any early age to.asgsemble a compilation of

pebbinic passages which dealt with chronological errors.

(9)
This compilation called 1273 /OJ“H? was never printed.

Azulsl was a prolific writer. The bibliographical

1igt found in the preface to lsaac Benjacob's editlon of

/O 'S‘?dﬂ f’ev numbers seventy-one items, some of
which are repetitions, however., Azulal's literary activity
‘%- embraces the entire gamut of rebbinic llterature: exegesls,
homiletics, casulstry, cabala, liturgics, and literary
higtory. 4ll these are witness of his profound learning,
his comprehensive reading, and his critical abilltye. He
was original, however, only in ﬁhe field of 1iterary history.
Herein he noted all historical references and based himgelf
on first-hand sources, Hebrew menuseripts which he examined
in the libraries of Italy and France. This literary
historical materlal has been published under the titles
P Srpda P‘? ad P A o>n$ 3 ¥/ and contains data that might
otherwlse have been lost. Azulgits critical mind 1s
ogpeclally evident in these works, as can be seen in hils
investigation of the question of the genuineness of Rashi's
comment ary to Chronicles. (10)

1t is steted in his dlary thibt Azulal always

(11)
carried with him two sets of books: The Talmud and the %ohar.

This 1is en index of his character., There are two distinct




phases of his personality. He was selentific and at the
seme time supersbitious,. He was alimult aneously rational
and credulous. His diary refers to cerbalin cabalistic
recipes which he found in manuscriptsg and details the
miraculous efficacy of his prayers.(lk) Azulal was able

to maintain a scientific point of view except in regard to

cabaligtlic doctrines. In this field he repeated and eXx-

p

of critical regervation,

snded the whole chaln of mystical tradition without an lota

His mystical leanings, nevertheless, did not cause
him to stray from the path of traditional Judaism, The

Talmud was part and parcel of his personality. In religious

mabtters he was a strict rigorist. Not for a moment throughe-

out the years of his travels did he entertain a single

thought of breaking a tpaditional law. He took every

precaution posasible to %revent the infraction of the minutliae

13)
of the NI3N e W 1 [

Tt must also be said of Hayyim Azulal that he was

an extreme egotlsts fle appreclated his own abllity and

wags forever concerned with hls own pleasures and discomforts.

e was alert to praise and blame giving ubdue attention to

those who met him with flattery and gimulated affection.

and slighting those who did not meet him more bhan half-way.

Rebukes and failures made him melancholy end retiring. He

was outspoken in his oriticism of those with whom he differed.

He could not tolerate medlocre gcholarship and judged




everyone by his own standards. To his credit, 1t mist be
mentioned however, that he possegsed a profound love of .
xnowledge and bestowed unending commendatbtion upon worthy
gcholard.

It 1s understandsble why Azulai was of such a
character. The veneration bestowed upon him by his com-
temporaries was that given to a saint@(lé) That he was held
in great regpect can be seen from the legends printed in
Walden's N3N P‘x ¢ P . To this day &
great many Oriental and Polish Jews undertake pilgr%?g%es

torhis grave or gend letters to be deposited there.




CHAPTER III - TRAVELS 1753-1758

To fulfill his first assignment as emlssary of the
Hebron community, Azulal was destined to travel from hils
native counbry to Egypt, thence across the continent of
Burope to London and back again through Itsly and Turkey
to Palestine,

‘Tha record of this journey, as well as the second,
does not follow a definite pattern, The Sefer Masgal Tov
is not a dlary in the strict gense of the word, for it is
not a delly record, there being varied frequency of notation,
with Mlatuses not uncommon, weeks and even months sometimes
lapsing between comments. During certain months, on the
"other hand, the reoofd approximates a‘day by day account,

Generally the notations concern the following
ﬁoints: the preparations for the journey, the experiences
along the way, the wegbther, the btopography, the condition
of the villages, the attlitude of the Gentiles, the difficulties
with the customs officials, and the hospitality of the inns
and the admission into the cities. In a city Azulal makes
the acquaintance of the Jewisgh commnity, and writes a
description thereof, gsometimes vivid and more often vague,
of its leaders and economic, religlous, and political comiitions.
Without fail, however, we learn two things ebout a communitys

whether it treated Azulal kindly and whether 1t responded
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to his migsion,

When Azulai began hisg filrgt trip he was but twenty-
nine years old, Hié youth is reflected In the brevity of
his comments. The whole Journey from Palegstine to London
and back agaln lg described in forty-eight bages as compared
with the one hundred thirbty-two devoted to the journey of
hig later years. With-the twenty years that elapsed
betweon the first and secomd Journeys, Azulalls fame had
spread ﬁhroughout the continent. MAs an experienced traveler
Azulal found much to write about among people who recelved
himAwiﬁh honor and at timea with veneration, But at
twentynniﬁe he was content to write sparsely and without

elaboration., MAs a result the record of the sarlier period

h, is not as rich in historicsl material as its more expangive

‘sequel,

Of his appointment, duties, and plans as the newly-
elected emissary of Hebron, Azulai's diary has nothing to
gay. It commences stralghtforwardly with hils opening
journey from Jerusalem to Hebron in the company of a group
of well-wishers,. |

The opening journey (1753 623€ ) was indicative

of the adventure and danger that was to come, @t the Bomb

b (18)
of th the Beer in the vicinity of the Mohammedan village
of Hhihul, Azulal and his friends stopped to pray. The

devotion of the worghipers, however, was inbterrupted by a
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rowdy'band of Mohammedans from the near-by village. Though
the cause of the altercation 1s not suggested 1t mlght have
pesulted from the fact that the tomb of Gdd the Seer was
also the site of the Mosque of Nebi Yunus.(lv) Fortunately
the attention of the would-be attackers was diverted and
Azulal and his followers continued thelr journey to Hebron

(18)
in peace.

Azulai tarried in Hebron for two weeks. There is
no indication of how he gpent his time, Most llkely he
was occupied with the preparations for his trip to Bgypt.
Careful plans had to be laid. The land to be traversed
was hazardous and overrun with desert robbers. It was
therefore necessary‘to seek the protection of some Arab
ghieftain who wes making the journey to Egypt. A certaln
Arab sheik promised to egcort Azulai as far as (Gazf.

v Only two days were required to reagh Gaza, but
Azulai decided to sojourn there untll after the Sabbath
of Remembrance ( 1123 nac ) which day he wanted to
celebrate in the company of Jews. Complieantions developed,
however., Ab Gaza‘he contracted a sheik to accompany him
through the desert to Sultana-Strasse. The Sheik had no
inclination to linger and threatened to depart without
Azulail. Fortune smlled on Azulai in the guise of personal
business which arose to detain the Sheik.until Azuvlel was
ready to go.(lg)

Rerly morning of the Sundey preceeding Purim, the

Caravan left Gaza. prouble lurked at every turn., While




encemping at Deir el-Balat, the caravan was attacked by a
band of Arabs, but Azulal's sheik was equal to the occasimne.
Consldered the greatest of the robbers in his own right, he
quickly repulsed the invaders. But all was not well., With
the victory sevenbty people were added to the company and

it was urgent to bresk ceamp on Saturday. Azulal was selzed
with consternation. How coﬁld 8 plous Jew travel on the
S8abbathi He importuned gnd implored and not without availl,
The journey weas stayed,(dO) Thus a week passed since the
departure from Gaza., The journey was tedious to say the
1east°r Deir el-Balat was only ten English miles from
Gaza!(al)

After the Sabbath rest, the journey was resumed,
Gradually the desolate desert land disappeared and the
fertile soll of Egypt lay beneath their feet. Villages
became more frequent and the traveling more comfortable.
The éerenity was disturbed only by a slight mishap, Azulail
fell off hls camel, TUnhurt, he arose to bless God for his
escape. Like J?P's friends, he hoped he had committed no
transgression,(ad)

4% the village Mit Ghemr, Azulal came upon some
Jews, Separating himgelf from the caravan, he took the
opportuniby to acquaint himsgelf with the community. It
had formerly been a large Jewish settlement with a 3ynagogue
and mikveh but only four Jewigh families remained,(QS)

ATter a two day visit, Azulal was ready to leave




and 1nlth® company of argroup of Gentlles departed for Calro.
Azulal was lmpressed by Calro, especlally by its anclent
synagogues. With reverence he speaks of the synagogue of
Maimonides, of the 0ld Cairo or Fustat where he saw a Sefer
Torah supposed to be the Scrbll of Ezra, and a gynagogue
supposedly bullt by Jerémiah;(24) Of the life and organization
of the Calro Jews, Azulai has nothing to say, though he apent
almost a month in their midst. The paucity of notation is
probably due to the fact that he was still among Jews who
differed little if at all from the Oriental Jews of Palestine.
o On Nissan thirtieth, Azulal started northward to-
ward Rosetta, Thebes, snd the Mediterranean. At Thebes a
band of ruffians threateﬁed to prevent Azulapi's entrance
into the city, but the entrance was achieved, Azulal stayed
in the home of Isaac.Pré%;nzali Kunartli. Thebel's out-
standing attraction for the visitor was its anclent gyna-
gogue hallowed by the tradition that the Prophet Hlljah
once gppeared theres(ES)

Prom a nearby port, Azulal embarked for Italy,.

The voyage was stormy and perilous, the ship without

sufficient provisions. Two months were required to reach

Leghorn, the well-known sea town in the province of Tuscany.(&S)
The vigit to Leghorn was not ill-advised. The

ma jority of the Jewish leaders voted to donate a considerable

sum to Azulai's mission. Azulal swarded them with his

blessings/his compliments, and a two month's sojourn among
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thom. When he loft (1754 »5 ‘7€) he was honored with an
accompaniment as far as Plsa., From Plsa, Azulal made his
way to Florence where he was received in the home of a
pfominent Florentine Jew, Isaac Galletti. Florence was the
type of city Azulal liked., 1Its governmental and palatial
residences, its beautiful gardens and naturalrmuseum
appealed to his esthetic snd romentic sense.(dV)

‘ Next on the itinerary was Siena., The Jewlsh
oommuniﬁy there was small despite the fact that Slena was
a large city. Azulal found lodging with Mosges David Gallico.
He was impressed by the piety and the sincerity of the
Jowish iﬁhabitants. ’ After four days, he was ready to
leave Siena., The Parashsh for the week was 7 { ?f,
"Get thee out". Azulai must have kept that in mind as hé
rode eastward through the valleys end across mountains to=-
ward tﬁé Metauro River, To the discomforts of the carriage
was added the hostility of the natives. At the entrance
of Monte Sen Savino, a group of craftsmen made sport of
the Jewlsh visitor by pounding on their anvils. Nor was
hig reception in the Jewish quarter any pleasanter. No one
was willing to welcome him. With difficulty he gained
lodging in a decrepfg‘house that was poor protection against
the cold winds of the winter. At thg Synagogue, Azulal
relenged his wrath. "Woe to the geners/fion whose leader
| YOQ are", he cried to the parnas. The rebuke had the desired

(29)
effect, Azulal was invited to the parnas' home,




The behavior of the Jewish inhabitents of Monte
San Savino is understandable. Visitors were burdens 1in this
poverty-stricken district,

The Jews of Lipplano were more kind to Azulal. The
Dell Aquilals, one of the gix Jewish families of the city;
welcome@ himf There he remained four dayg)reading a (50)
collection of germons that he found in his host's library.
After thi$ delay he hurried eastward toward theé Adriatic.,
The poor downtrodden Jews of Urbino did‘not detain him.,
At Pesaro, he spent the Sabbath in the company of the
grammarian poet Isalash Aaron Romenin and'SolomonAGentilomoe
Kfter the Sabbath, he approached the Jews for con'bributioné,
but the majority refused to respond, .Some promised
donations on Azulai's return from Ancona., On his way to
Ancona, Azulail stopped at Senigaglia,'a port on the - ,
Adriatic but here too the contributions were negligible.(él)

The community of Ancona was more 1iber§l; Be-
friended by a rich Jew, Abrahsm HaCohen, Azulasl was inbro-
duced to two of Ancona's leading Jewish citizens, Pappo
and Bonsénlor whO‘worked tirelessly'in his behalf. Through
their efforts, generous promises were obtained from the
Italian and Sephardic congregations. Tike most Jewish
communities, Auncona was divided into factlons. The Itslian
and Sephardilc congregations were separate and antagonlistic

(32)
to each other,
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~With the completion of his work in Ancona, Azulal
returned to Pesaro (1754 - 14 lféa). But the Jews were
still in an uncharitable mood, and vnwllling to tarry, he
accepted thelr meager donations and procéeded northward to
Rimini, Faenza, and Ferrara., The lagt part of thig journey
was made on horseback on treaéherous muddy rosds, Labte on
the first night of Hanukkah, he arrived at the entrance of
Ferrara. .Aftér a thorough investigation by the custom
officers and the payment of the cugtomary tax, he was
permitted to enter the city, Azulal does not say much
concerning hls stay. He was granted hospltallty in the home
of a certaln Gamaliel, It wasiquiet vigit Sp?gg)in pilpuliStic
discussions with the learned men of the cilty,.

Azulal had a similar experience two weeks later
ét Modena. There he met a number of scholars and wealthy
men whé welcomed him into their homes. Isasc Sangulnettl
and Abraham Hawmek were especially hospitable, Azulaits
only complaint was that his lodgings were uncomfortable,
The most significant revelation concerning his visit to
Modensa was his difficulty gaining admission into 1t. As
a Jew, he was at first refused entrénce and was allowed to
enter only after he had contacted one of the leading Jews
of the communitya(SQ)

No such difficulty was experienced in entering the

near-by city of Regglo, where Azulsi remained a week and a

half in the home of Abraham Rava., Here Azulal had the
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good fortune of perusing certain valuable and rare books
(55)
in the library of Israel Baesan ( Jre 0 e

Somewhat to the north of Regglo lay Guastalla,

Here Azulal stopped for several days, appolnted collectors

for his charity, left a money bdx and then proceeded up the

river to Mantua., The Rabbi of the community Aaron b. Joseph

Baruch (Rabbi of Manbua 1751-1767) extended the hospitalilty
of his home, On the Sabbath Azulal was feasted in the
house of Samuel Menahem HaCohen the parnas and leader of
the community. Here as elsewherevAzulai though a vigitor
entered into the 1life of the community. He took an active

interest 1in the Sabbath service and attended the funeral

of one of the Jewish inhabitants. Ie remarks that Jacob

Reaphael Saraval preac?ed in the vernaculsr an eulogy of
: 36)
three hours’ duration,

Verona and Pgdua were visited next, A very
pleasant Sabbath was passed in the latter city in the com- )
pany of Jacob Fortl, called ;47313.88!N "the wonder of

(37)
our age." From Pedua Azulal went by boat to Venice

where he remained for two months. There hls heart was de-

lighted by the discovery of a copy of Abraham b. Mordecail

Azulai's commentary on the Zohar, Collection of charity
from the Venetlian Jews was not eagy. Day after day Azulail

went about the clby seeking contributions, but with each

passing day less was accomplighed and the people became

‘more sdamant. MAzulal was quite discouraged especially by
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the poverty that he saw among the Jews. Finally it was ex-
pléined to him that due to the oppression of the govermment ,
no contribution could be given without the consent of the
maglstrate. At last Azulai was forced to see the suthorities
of the c¢ilty, and with theilr consent he was ablg to secure
a congiderable sum from the Jewlsh community.(og)
Venlce was the last stop Azulal had to make ih Italy.
His wofk finighed there (1754 22 Y7 (¢ ) he set out
for Germany. The route plamned was via Padua, Verona then
north to Trent, The journey to Padus was uneventful except
for the passing of a royal procegsion, Outgide of Padua,
Azulail discovered the loss of a palr of valuable Tephilin
and could not rest until they were retrieved by a messenger
who found them on the way. The season of Shabuoth approaching,
Azulal decided to remain in Verons until the passing of ﬁhe
holiday. With the completion of the holiday, he departed
"4in the direction of Tyrol.
All in all, the Journey in Italy had been a pleasant
one, With few exceptionsg the visgitor was warmly regelved
and graclougly treated@ Of course, the general poverty of
the Jews was discoursging, especlally for a collector of
charitys, It 1s striking that there are infrequent references
to men of wealth, for Azulal was always proud to note the
rich people he met. Striking too is the difficulty which’
the Jew experienced in travel. At every town he was examined

by the authorities and at their mercy for entrance, Special
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disabilities were imposed upon the Jew to keep him bound
to his lowly lot,

Azulal liked the Itallisn Jews. He admired theilr
plety and devotion and felt at home in thelr warm, mystical
enviromment. He was not impressed by their sgscholarshilp,
but it was comforting to be among Jews who obeyed the
minutliae of the law. Especially pleasing wagrgffection
that the Italian Jews professed for their bretbhren in
Palegtine, The bonds bebween the two were close., Azulai's
name was well-known in Italy} hig credentials and recom-
mendations were accepted without question, all of which
seem to indicate that there was considerable asgsociation
between Ibtallian and Palestinian Jewrles.

In the country that lay to the north for which
Azulal was headed, the Jews lived under unfavorable
condltions., "Since the Peace of Westphalila, the German
empiré hed become a loose confederation of some three
hundred independent principalities and free cities. From
certain of these territories the Jews had long been ex-
cluded: in others thelir number was exceedingly small, and
in none were they‘more than tolerated. During the eiphteenth
century, thelr residence in any part or place was not a
matter of right, but of privilege, for which an annual
protection tax was pald. If they traveled from one prin-
cipality to another or from clty to cibty within the same

dominion, they were subjected at every border and at the
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.gate of every town to a bodywtéx. In the cities, they were
confined to a circumseribed area, often consisting of one
narrow street, in which, as in a few of the larger citles,
gometimes as many as five hundred families were crowded
togetherss.. The princlpal care of the government was that
the Jewish population should be kept to a restricted number
which should not be exceeded... But even the reduced families
had great hardship in sustaining themselves. The Jew was.
kept from husbandry; he could not own land; he was excluded
from the guilds.,,.Socially the Jews were thrown upon their
own; they spoke a corrupt dlalect; they were the butt of
their Christlsn neighbors. When a Chrigtian walking in the
street met a Jew, no matter how cultured, he would cry outs
!Jew, where are your mamners?' and off went the Jew's hat
in humble salutatione"(gg)

To travel in a land where the Gentiles were ox-
tremely hostile and the Jews were burdened with political
and economie¢ regtrictions, was particularly unpleasant for
a Jewlsh collector of ¢harity, Azulalfg first experiences
in the Holy Roman HEmplire were disheartening., Desiring to
go to Trent where.Jews were not sllowed, he made plans to
reach Trent under cover of the night and to find lodging
in an obscure section of the city. Bubt the plans went
astray. Azulal was apprehended, brought before a clty
offioiai, and fined thirteen pleces of gold for his release,

(40)
fortunate, indeed, to escape with his 1lfae.
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Azulaltls first real stop in Tyrol was Bozen. There
he found a small Jewligh community with a synagogue that was
frequented and supported by the Jéwish visitors to the fair
of Bozen., Azulal could not enjoy his stay in Bozen. His
experience in Trent had left him "low and crushed of spirit."(4l)

It soon became evident to Azulael that travel in
Germany would be more difficult than in Italy., It was
fortunate that Azulal had with him a Jew of Bozen who knew
the German language. Unable to speak the vernacular, Azulal
would have been at sn extreme disadvantage in this hostille,
Christian land, which land, Azulal says, was marked with

crogses aboubt every twenlty cubits. Everywhere the people

were unfriendly. At one inn, the keeper, realizing that

‘his guests were Jews, charged them double rate., The roads

wore taxed at short intervals. On one occasgion the guard

“demanded an outrageous sum, which Azulal was forced to pay

in order to prevent trouble. Had it not been for his

experienced compenion, the labyrinth of taxes and disabliities .

would have been too much for the sensitive Palestinian Rabbicgéa)
The disabilities of travel were compen@iated some-

what by the beauty of the countryside and towns. Inngbruck

appealed to Azulal as especlally beautiful, The diasry records

thet Inngbruck wag the home of Meir Tandsu and the merchant

Gabriel Oppenheim., Unfortunately the notation concerning

his vigit to Imnsbruck is hasty and terse without any

(43)
illustrative information about the Jews of the 6lty,




As he - proceeded to the north, Azulal found the Jews
less receptive to his mission. The leaders of the small
Jewlsh community ak Pfersee would not pccept the emiggary's
credentials without the corroborabion of the neighboring
community'of Kriegsheber, Arriving ab the latter town,
Azulai discovered that a messenger from Pfersee had anti-
cipated him with an vnfavorable report with the consequence
that contributions were received from neilther town. Azulel's
gplrit was shaken; but the cup of trouble had not yet been
dreined. At Buttenwiesen, he was depresaed by the poverty
of the Jews and Gentiles. The ugly, delapidated dwellings
were not a happy slght for a traveler in gquest of lodging,
Mean quartersin the inn of an impecunious Jew were the begt

(44)
available.

The c¢limax of hardshlp was regched at Harburg.
Taken 1nto the home of a Jew he had met, Azulal found
himself in the company of an unobliging host. Azulal's
religious feelings were outraged when the master of the
house ate food several hours before the end of a fast daye
When the guest asked for a lemp by which to read In his
bedroom, he was réfused with the explanation that reading
in bed was not the cugtom in thab iocality, In the morning
the host went to the sgynagogue without Azulal and when the
latter made inquiry as th the locabtion of the synagogue,
the servanl, obviously following the instructions of his -

master, refused the information and hasbtened Azulail on his




way. Delaying a while to make better arrangements for travel,
Azulal found his baggeage tossed out of the house. BFEvidently,
the towngpeople of Harburgmdid not want to be bothered with
a Palegtinian colleotor.(4b) V
A day later (1754 - 30 IPO) Azulei lald his complaint
before the Rabbil of Ottingén. Moved to pity by the tale of
hardship, the Rabbl furnlshed Azulai with a letter of
recommendation to the various communities of Germany.(ée)
The newly acquired credentials had their effect,
Rabbil Wolf of Wassertrudingen treated the vigitor with great
respect. Azulai was able to rest comfortably for the first
~time since he had left Italy. On the Sabbath he enjoyed
an afternoon of pilpul with Rabbi Wolf's son-in-law, Joseph,
a dayyfn of the province of Ansbach, whovis'described ne
"sharb, expert, plous, and modest." When the Sabbath was
over and Azulal turned to his business, he was politely
told that the communities of that dlstrict had made an
agreement Lo refuse all requests from meshullahim, |
Azulal's pergistence, howsver, netted a small contribution
and a letter of recommendation. A man of less persisgtence
would not have been rewsrded, The Jews of Wassertrudingen
mist heave been impregsed with Azulaits forwardness, It
was a custom of the German communities never to lodge an

emigaary and his servant in the same house. Upon Azulai's

arrival in Wassertrudingen, his servent was sent to separate
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quarters, but the Palegtinian ingisted successfully that
his servant remain with him@(QV)

| Near Wagsertrudingen were several towns - Wittel-
gshofen and Bechhofen, Azulai found a friendly parnas in
the first town but in the second he had to deal with a
‘severe parnas who would hot accept his credentials. He was
treeted with similar unkindlinesgs in Ahsbach. Told that
the principal rabbl of the community, whose consent was
necessary for all grants of charity, was visiting in a near-
by village Azulal sought him out, but to no avhll. The
Rabbi doubted Azuiai’s authenticity. The Jews of Furth
were likewise suspicious but af@er a week's solicitation
they ylelded a small donation.(gg)

| By the time he reached Bamberg, Azulal's patience
was sorely tried; end when the Jews of that city met him
with the same susplcious arguments, he was gelzed with
angers In defenge of his honor, he displayed the three
hundred documents of recommendation that he had in hisg
possession, coming from the hands of the famous Rabbls of
Italy, Spa;n, end Palestine, and including the seal of one
of the Ambassadors of the King of France, Even in this
imposing array of signatures,’the Jews of Bamberg found

g flaw: Why had only one Rabbi sligned the recommendation
from Venicet? Nevertheless the honorary display was con-
vincing énd brought the promise of ten Elorins.(49)

The people of Ebelgbach, however, were not impressed
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by Azulal's arigbocratic eredentials, Turned away without

g perutah and without an offer of hospltality, he was forced
to seek lodging in en imn, At Hassfurt, on the otherhand,
the Jews were well-disposed toward the Palegstinian meshullah,
Tn sfddition to a liberal contribution of the community, hls
hogt a certa%n Rabbi Moses presented a personal gift of

one florin,(OO)

/dzulal was now followlng the Main river. Schonungen,
Schweinfurt, and Niederverrn were all visited. At the last
town Azulail came across a boastful pretentious Rabbli who
freely offered éenerous aid., Azulal was led to expect a
considerable donation. He was fortunate to recelve one-
fourth of a florin, At Arnstein, not only did the rabbl
of the community not glve a personal donatlon, ?ut he
préhibited Azulei from collecting in the city,(dl)

Between Arnstein end Fra ‘hrt which was Azulel's
objective lay a number of villages; The diary records only
complaints concerning the journey through them, Thungen's
leaders gave poor lodging. Klingenberg, Worﬁh, Wallstadt,
and Aschaffenburg qontributed_not at all, The mogt bitter
complaint concerned the Jews of these locallities who
willfully geve wrong directions. Of the many villages only
the people of Heidingsfeld treated him kindly.

The inhospitallty of the region necessitabted higher

expenditures for bomrd and room; bub the traveler's expense

account computed on the understanding that the communities




vigited would sustain a great porblon of the expenses, could
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o Stand(th? added burden, The result was deprivation and
B2
hardship,. "
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At Hanua, entrance of which had been achieved bthrough
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bribes, an overzealous shamash tried to force hospitallty

upon Azulai. Said the Palestinian, "Tet me meet the Rabbi,

v
l

the Ab Beth Din. It would %e ?n insult to the land of Israel
B3 .
i1f I should stay with you." Introduced to the leader

of the community and sensing that he was not convinced of
his genuineness, Azulal turned the conversation to the
subject of a scholarly book which he saw upon a table.

Whereupon as soon as 1t was evideht that the visitor was a'

i
man of Torah 171J1 /7Y 12 R> 5 A D, the

] Atmosphere was warmed with pllpul, ahd wherever pilpul was
éh admired, Azulal was weleome, The three days épent in Hanau
wore enjoyable., It heppened that the elders of the
community were involved in a serious digpute and when they
X “were called together to congider Azulait!s request, Azulai
recelved copious argument and little remuneration. The

vigit was not a complete failure, however, for certain

individual? opened their purses for the repregentative of
(64 .
Hebron,

There is some confusion in the diary aboub the

ifinerary from Henew. Azulal states that he left Hansu for i
|

4 B KOO (which the editor ildentifies as Boppard)

and having resched there proceeded to Frenkfort on the Main, .?




@%@‘ Such a roubte is unnatural. Frankfort was but a few miles
from Hanau while Boppard was on the Rhine River about forty
miles past Frankfort. (55)

To enter Prankfort, one had to undergo a thorough
exagmination at the wharf. Refused admission, Azulai,leaving
his baggage at the river and accompanied by several soldiers,

went into the city in search of Jews who might be able to

influence the officials in hig favor. By chance, he met
such a Jew, a generous young man by the name of Wolf, who

knew exactly what to do in such a case, The Bahur was ex-

cesdingly kind, He not only arranged for Azulail's admisalon,
but payed the soldiers who had escorted Azulal, sent for his
baggage and found him lodging. Such hogpitallity was un-
~usual in Germany., At the meeting place of the Jews, Azulal
was pleasantly recelved but was unable to gain theilr con-

fidence., The reason was perhaps that the whole community

was 8till divided by the Eybegschutz controversy., Azulal
deseribes that quarrel as a "consuming flame", PFurthermore
according to the tegtimony of the dlary, as a regult of the
quarrel many of the regular Jewlsgh officials had been re-

: (66)
placed by men unfeamilisr with matters of charity, The

only recourse was to procee% to Worms to galn the confirmation
57)
of the learned Gaon Joshua,

It was a disagreeable journey to Worms. The carrlage
wes laden with freilght and the roads were bad. HAzulal ar- |

rived exhsusted and 111, But to meet Rabbi Joghua Falk was w
[
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a pleasure, His face had the appearmnce of an angel of God,
and what was more Important, he wrote a letter of recommendation
for Azulal, An enjayable Sabbath was spent in Joshua's
compeny. After the Sabbath,:Azulal contacted the leaders
of the community who promised to send a certain sum to
Amsterdam whither Azulai was scheduled to gog(58)
During his stay, Azulal learned a great deal about
the Jewish community of Worms., It was an anclent community
with a tredition going back to the time of the Second
Tomple ~ 80 Azulal and the people of Worms helidved. In
its early days, it had had a synhedrion with extenéiva
powers., The city was formerly called /¢3’'m~ ¢ , but was
renamed Worms after a beagtlol‘w7’// which had wrought
great destruction upon the inhabitants. Rasghi figured
prominently in the traditions of the community.i?ﬁig pregnant
mother was supposed to have been éaved miraculously from a
threatening aceldent. A room in one of the synagogues was _
pointed out to Azulal as the room in which Rashl had studied@(og)
The Jews of Worms also told Azulal many details of
the Eybeschutz affair, He himgelf examined several of the
pamphlets written in defense and 1in opposition to-the sug-
pected Rabbl, One of the pamphlets quoted a section of
Jonathan's writings which, Azulail says, were contrary to
Rabbinic tradition (IS i YmRN YT PrOes
The whole affalr was to Azulal a Y!%/"u OTTIANT q,%n

r) en egpeclally since the matter had been brought

il
i
|
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to the attention of the Christian world. whose newspapers
claimed that "the wise men of Israel were differing wlth

a distingulshed Rabbl because he recognized that the Savior
had already comee"(GO)

With the recommendation of Rabbil Joshua, Azulﬁi
returned to Frankfort, Equipped with additional credentials
from Verona and Vienna, which were accredited by Gentlle
merchants of Frankfort, Azulal was accepted wholeheartedly.
by the Jewlgh community. The acceptence was so complete
that Azulail stayed there from <27 &/c¢ to Iﬁ/'Qn (1765) »
Lodgiﬁg was provided in the_hom@~of a certain Jew and paid
for by the community., On the Sabbaths and Holldays, he was
homored by aliyot and pesihot. On Succot a Rabbi Reuben
pregented him a 1uxﬁrious ethrog, Frankfort must have been
a cultured Jewish centee, Azulal praiged its learning and
leaders and bought a number of Hebrew books for his private
library. One of Azulal's remarks reveals that the Frank-
fort Jews were provincial, The large contribution which
they donated to Hebron was at first deslgnated for the use
of the Ashkenszlc Jews of Palestine,(6l)

Honored with farewell gifts of clothes and provisions,
Azulail turned north to the cities on the Rhine, A week was
passed in Mainz.with Isaac Gundersheim, The rabbl of Bingen,
Israel Mengeburg (1913784 JI7EN impressed Azulel as a
"Godly men." The diary has nothing to say concerning St.

Goar, Koblenz, Bonn, Deutz, and Zonsg. The inhabitants of
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Dusseldorf were extremely hostile, Unable to get into the
city, Azulail prepared to spend the Sabbath in the hostel of
a Gentile. He sent a messenger to the Rabbl of the city

with a request for wine for the Sebbath but he came back

empty-handed, & second request for a contributlon was like-

wise refused., The Sabbath which began gloomily ended dlg-
mally when the innkeeper made Azulal move to a smaller room
with shattered windows. A few days later at Mors, Azulai
met another unfriendly innkeeper who cast his clothes into
the street. A kinder innkeeper was met in Cleve., There
the owner of the hostel went to the clty authorities, atb
Azulai's request, in order to get perméssion to house the
stranger in accordance with the law9(6a)

On 3 A0 (1v55) Azulai arrived at Nymwegen.
There he learned that a catastrophe had occurred in the

home of one of his Frankfort friends, Reuben Shetr 1™fce

A fire had broken out and trapped‘his wife, daughter, and

| young wolf. Added to Azuldi's grief was the thought that

he had left three hundred floring and all hls books in
Reuben's possession to be fo?warded to Amgterdam when he
received word fromAzulaia(eé)

Azuleli's fears proved to be groundless, Upon his
arrivel in Amsterdem, he found his books which had been
gent the day before the fire. As to his money, he was

assured in a letser from Reuben that the deposit would be
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. (64)
forwerd as soon as circumstances permitted. Although

he stayed in Amsterdam three months Azulal &aye very little
about his experiences. The Jews of the clty were kindly

and cooperative. Jacob Nunes Henriguel Samuel Bueno de

Mesgquita, and Samuel b. David Ximenes are applauded for
thelr generous hospitality. It 1s evident from Azulel's
diary that the Jewish community of Amsterdesm was distinguished
in wealth and learning.

The visit to Amsterdam was marred by two un-
pleageant incidents, One was a narrow escape from death
when Azulal was almost sbruck by a speeding carriage, The
other concerned Daj%d be Rephael Meldola whom Azulai had
met in Amersfort,(ﬁo) David ceme to Amsterdam to distribute
o book that he had recently written and Azulal dlscovered
that his own collections suffered as a result, There was
nothing'Azulai could do - except wbrry 3 but when David
sufigested that they travel through Holland and Englend to-
gother, Azulal becsme frantic and determined to find some
excuse to travel alone, This was accomplished by choosing
a day inconvenient for the other.(66)

Azulsi left Amsterdam in the company of Isaac
Saruko, After short vigits at the Hague and Rotterdam, he
embarked for Englend., In England, the Jewigh settlement in

the seventeenth century was at first a matter of connivance.

Though no law forbade their entrance, any other rites excepb

those of the Church of England were lllegal. However, this
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law was not strictly enforced and the Jews practiced thelr
Ireligion in the open. By the middle of the elighteenth
century there were two large congregations in London, the
Bevig Marks Synagogue of the richer and larger Sephardic
group and the "Great Synagogue" of the Ashkenazim. Some
of the wealthiest men of northern HBurope belonged to the
Bevig Marks Oongregation.(67)

Arriving at the bay of Harwlch, Azulai found the
English officials emceedingly strict. AlL passengers, Jews
and Gentlles, were examined carefully because wer with
France was imminent., Azulal was worried that the officlals
would find and conflscate the hundred-elghty gold pleces
~which he had in his posgesslion. Hiddqn in his girdle, bthey
escaped the notice of the examiners.(ba)

Nearly ell of the Jews of England lived in Tondon.
The Jews were at first susplcious of the new-comer. Azulal
was tdld that his misslon would not be considered because
such matters were congsldered only at the winter Vaad.
azulai thundered with enger. The Jews of London were
hypoorites, he salds PI1A2> OO //\/f/c . Furthermore
there was a bitter quarrel goling on mmong the Jews, evVery-
one slandering his neighbor.(69) Finglly a meeting was
srranged at which the emissary was given permission to
colleect from individuals., No c@%munal donation would he

given, however, MAzulal was ensbled to recelve as much as

he did through the support of Joseph Salvador, Isaac Del
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Vali, and Pinchas Gomez Setra.

After the meeting, a lebtter of recommendation came
from an importent English official who had been contacted
by an Amsterdam Jew, Immedlabely Azulal was showered with
respect. People sent invibations end arranged for excurslons
through the city. On one of these trlps, Azulal saw the
London Tower which lmpressed him more than the Jews of Lon-
don,(vl)

Tt was the month of Ab before Azulal was ready to
leave England and depart for France. Graetz glves the
following description of the Jews in France. They numbered
gcaroely 50,000 - almost half of whom dwelt in Alsace -
under the most oppressive yoke, In Metz, the largest...
only 420 Jewish families were tolerated, and in the whole
of Torraine only 180 and these were not allowed to in-
crense., In Paris, in splte of stringent prohibitlions, a
congregation of about five hundred persons had gathered
(since 1740); sbout as meny lived in Bordeaux, the majority
of them of new-Chrigtian or Portuguese descent, There were
also some communities in the papal digtricts of Avignon
and Carpentras. In Carpentras there dwelt aboubt seven
hundred families with their own rabbinate. Those in the
best condition were the Jews of Bordeaux and the daughter

veo(e)
community of Bayonne.

The record of Azulai's visit to France is scanty

end does not contain much biographical or historical data.
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Twenty years later on his second journey, Azulal had a great
deal to say of Paris and the other French communities,
Several facts are clearly stated, howevers: that the Jews

of Bordeaux and Bayonne were in the best economic conditions,
and that their brethren in the papal state of Avignon lived
under oppressive restrictions,

. Paris was first on the itinerary . Upon bis arrival
there, he conbacted Jacob Rodrigues Perelre, the deaf mute
Jew who could write Ffench and Hebrew and who had been hon-
ored by the King of France for his work in the field of sign
1anguage.(73) Through his influence Azulal was shown the
city, was Introduced to the Director of the Academy of Scilence,
and was given the opportunity of examining Hebrew books in
the Paris ILibrary. At the latter place, Azulal tried to
examine the Hebrew manuscripts, but he was told that the
menuscripts were avallable only one day a week and 1f he
would feturn on that day he could have the opportunity. Un-
able to see the manuscripts, Azulai obbalned one of Mal-
monlideg! works and regd several chapters, Paris was a
beautiful city, Azulal writes. The palaces and the gardens
made Parls the most beautiful city he had ever seen.(74)

Only a few days were spent in Paris and then the
journey was continued to Bordeaux, When Azulal arrived, the
Jewish community was involved in a quarrel concerning the

fitness of a certaln shochet, Recognizing the learning of

their visitor, the Jews asked Azulal to act ag arbiter,




y
;
§

- B =

After a thorough examination, Azulal pronounced the shochet

'y ANNIN . Had he thought otherwise he would not

vhave hesitated to declare his unfitness. For his service

Azulal received a ggndsome donation and the sincere respect
of the community,(/O)

Walting in Bordeaux until the passing of Rosh
Heshana (1756), Azulail then departed for Bayonne. The people
of Bayonne did thelr best to meke Azulal's btay pleasant,.
They treated him with consideration, gave him a large donatlon
and showed him the sights of the city, On one of his sight-
seelng frips, an object was pointed out as a plece of
petrified wood, The visitor was unable to believe that guch
a thing existed and suspected his friends of making Sport .

To repay them for their levity, he cited the existence of

a bird created from a tree,(76) When the friends expressed
skepticlsm, he retorted that he expected the same degree of
credence from them ag they did from him.(VV)

After o month's stay in Bayonne, Azulal made a
hurried trip to Avignon, the papal dominion, Not many Jews
lived in towns and villages between.Bayonne and Avignon.

Tn the latter dominion, the Jews were discontented wlth the
papal ruie, but they did not allow thelr regtricted political
and economic rights to affect thelr hospltality. Azulail

was well-received and amply remunerated. In the near-ony

cities of @Garpentras and Iille, Azulal was met with the

same cordiality. Carpentras, says Azulal, was a town rich




- 36 =

in scholarship, The Jewish community of Cavaillon differed
somewhat from the neighboring communities in that thelr
Sephardic customs were modified Dby certain innovations.

Their Mahzor, Azulal noted, contalned pilyyutim from 7 Jted

(78)

Pﬂm . |

Prom Cavaillon, Azulail returned to Avignon. There
he witnessed a catastrophe. The swollen Rhone overflowed
and 1nundated the clty, even reaching the Jewlsh sectlon
which was situated on a hill, The nervous Azulal reveals
his fears for his own safety as he recountsg the heavy logs
of life and propertye(vg)

The entries in the diary now become skebchy, Azvlal,
on his way back to Palestine, tells little of his experiences.
The first part of the journey took him through the mountain
| approaches of Upper Italy. The only incident Azulai records
wes the taunting which he recelved from a group of CGentiles

(80)
at Cuneo.

At Turin the friendly Jewish community honored their
vigitor by introducing him to'the Royal Court, Turin hed
a good library where Azulal found several Jewlsh philosophical
works that aroused his 1nterest.(81)

Two months were spent at Turin and then the journey
was continued through Vercelli, Casale dl Monferrato, Ales-
gsandria, to Genoa. It was nlce to be in Italy again. Every-

where the Jews were friendly and asnxious to please the

gtraveler. When he encountered difflculty over the tax
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demanded for sdmisslon to Casale di Monferrato, the Jews of
the city came to his éid. Sabbati Del Vecchlo was singled

(82)
out as one of the important personages of the community.

Vitali Della Torre was Azulai's host at Alessandria.(aﬁ)

After two weeks at Genos, Azulal left for Leghorn,

A stringent examination was demanded before entry, Of thilsg
Azulel had but little fear, His prime worry was lest he
should meet Jewlish acquaintences before he had the opportuniby
of acquiring fresh garments to replace his worn ones., Azulal
records that he was able to avold any embarrassing encounters,.
Leghorn was a favorlte city of the Palestinlan., There he
remained a year snd a half (until 175 j11@) &8 the guest of
Michael Ferara de Leon. The diary contains little in regard
to his experiences at Leghorn, Fresumably he was occupied
with the weiting and publication of his book ©@ o 1> 7 ¥¢
which he says he published in Leghorn@(84)

Constantinople lay next on the itinerary. The best
route of travel was by boat around Sicily to the Arcipelago.
Because of unsettled political conditions, Azulai's boat
was stopped near Smyrna and each passenger was examined.b
Fortunately,‘ﬁzulai’s money was overlooked, Constantinople
was reached without further difficulty.(Bb)

Congtantinople was an interesting clty. Its mag-

nificent churches and palaces were,for Azulal, unparalleled

in architectural beauty. It was further distingulished by

its ancilent cemeteries and the great regervoilr which Mahmud I b
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had built in 1732, Azulail had come to Constantinople at a
fortunate time, The Sultan Uthman had just died and was to
be succeeded by Mustafa III, the gon of Ahmed III. Azulal
followed with great interest thg pomp and ceremony with which
the new Sulten was initiatedo(gb)

Not much i1s said concerning the Jewlsh community
of Constantinople., In the eighteenth century the religious,
political, economic, and literary condltion of the Jews of
Constantinople was at a low ebb. The Jewlsh Encyclopedia
gsbates that during the eighteenth and nineteenth oentury
the community could not boast of a single Jew of imp@rtancet{é7)
Tt is not surprlsing therefore that Azulal passes over thenyf -
community with slight interest.

Azalal boardéd a boat for Jerusalem the first week
of Adar Sheni (1757). The trip wes uneventful, except for
a brief storm that threatened to endanger the ghip. Jaffa
was safely reached, however; whence Azulal proceeded to
Ramleh and then Jerusalem, Upon his arrival he blessed God
for his great goodness in effecting his safe return.(88)

The next entry is dated Sh'vat seven years laber
(1764), Herein and in a few following entries are contbained
plans for a journey to Constentinople which did not materiallze

(89)
becguse of difficult political conditionsg.




CHAPTER IV = TRAVELS 1773-1779

At the age of forty-nine, Azulal left his natlve
g0ll never to return. Again as the collector for Hebron
he set out to visit the cities of northern Africa and Europe.
Much of the route had been traversed on the first journey,
but the diary reveals a different persol. Twenby yearsAhad
passed since he was first chosen the Hebron emissapy. Now
he was at the age when he was beset with worry about his
heaglth and the welfare of his grown children, Little
things troubled him. He became garrulous and devoted much
space to insignificant mabiers. He became sure of himself.
He welcomed opportunities to express his views in the pulpit,
Abowe all, he became exceedlngly guperastitious and looked
upon himgelf as possesgsing miraculeus powers of healing.
The diary of his second journey is a better source of in-
formation than the earlier record, for the Azulal at middle-
age.wrote in greater detail than he did as a young man.

As on his first journey, Azulal went first to
Egypb. There was trouble making adrrangements for the caravan.

becéuse of the political unrest that preveiled among the Arabs.

One thing is evident from the start. Azulail had not changed

religiously. He wag still piously intent upon observing
the minutise of the law., At a half-mile from El-Arish he
separated himself from the caraven in order that he might

observe the Sabbath rest., In the meentime the caravan
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traveled onward, Azulai hopihg to overtake 1t by hurried
travel Saturday night. On the Sebbath, Azulai was molested
by a band of Arebs who demended a sum of money. Azulal
:would not pay them on the Sabbath; persuaded them to waill
wntil the night at which bime he yielded to their demands.
When the sun set, Azulal hurried to overteké the caravan.
After an eight hour ride in a downpour of rain, he finally
came upon.it, but it was just bresking cemp Lo resume its
journey. Azulai was exhsusted and unable to continue and
was forced to stay behind again. Not until a day later at
Catieh, did he joln the earaVan.(QO)

The diery becomes defective at thls point. The
next entry relates the celebratlion of Passover in the home
of o certain rich Jew, Samuel. From the following entries
1t is learned that Azulai was in Alexandria, walting for |
favorsble conditions under which to set out for ieghorn«
Rhsﬁia and Turkey were atb waf and Russisn ships in the
Mediterranean waters made travel to Italy impossible.
Azulal wented to leave Alexandria urgently. His host Semuel
wes experiencing a series of mlsfortunes. Mrst hls two
granddaughters took 11l and after they recovered the grand-
father was laid low with a serious slckness. Azulai suffered
with the rest of the households He prayed for the sick and

assumed many of Semuel's burdens. But soon he became be-

wildered snd had to find a way to leave. Learning that it
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was safe to go to'Tunis whence a boat could be taken to Leg-
norn, Azulal booked passage for munis. (1773 <22 $/NA)
The round-about way to Italy necessibtated a greater expen-
diture than Azulal hed anticipated., He therefore had to
porrow money from a rich Aléxandrian Jew. On board ship,
Azulal encountered difficulty in fulfilling his religious
observances, The unserupulous cgpbain forbad the use of
water for F '3’ f\y'G‘J s MBs o result for a whole week
Azulai wes reduced to eating less than ISR ADDP D ITe,
Troubled further by the thought of meeting Russisn warships
end frightened when water hed to be bailed out of the
weather-worn boat, Azulal turned to the Torah to relieve
his anxious mind.(gl) |

At last the port of Susa was reached b Slﬁu.
Unable to leave the ship until permission was received from
the govermnment of Tunls, Azulal sent a message to the Jews
of Susa requesting food. The Jewish community prompily
ccmpiied. Four days latér the release arrived from the
Tunis authorities. The fipst Jew Azulal met in Susa was
Solbmon Uzen, an indigent scholar. Azulael refused his offer
of hospitélity in preference for the home of e richer Jew.
dolomon resented the visitor's conduct and informed him of
hig displeasure. Azulal was unmoved, Moreover he d.id not
1ike the way food was prepared 1n that part of the country
and after a week's stay proceeded to Tunis.(gg)

Tunis had a large Jewlsh community which was dis-
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tinguished by an abundance of scholars. Azulal spent many

afternoons conversing with the learned men orn matters of
halacha. Abraham T$ib, a Taelmudic commentator whom Azulal
calls the §reatest rabbl of the generation and Isaac
Lombroso(gd)lived in Tunig. Of the first Azulal says that
it wag due to his influence that the gtudy of the Tosfot
was introduced in Tunis. Before his day only the Gemarsh
and Rashil were studied.(94)

In his stay at Tunis, Azulal reveals two btralts

of character., He has now become the invebterate Cabaliast

who performs all the )9’"t\J-{\J as presevibed by Isaac
Lufia. Tunis contained many Cabalists, a group of which

-on one occaslon accused Azulai of inexpertness in the

Cabalas The visitor finally convinced them of his proficiency.
In Tunis Azulal was able to sécure a list of Cabalistic
formulas. Many of the rabbls were mystically inclined and
1njectéd,myﬂtical;interpretations into thelr sbholarly works,
Azulal was informed of a work of this nature and borrowed
-1t for his own.usee(QS)

| The second trait which Azulal revealed was his

intellectual sharpness. The people of Tunis, as the people

of the other communities which he vigited, recognized and

complimented the ease with which he discussed halachic
(96) |
gquestions.

Azulal had intended to stay in Tunis only until
the passing of the fall holidays (1774); but his friendly
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hosts would not allow hiin to leave, Passover was gone be-
fore he was able to depart. Azulal thorbughly enjoyed the
visit. ZHverywhere he was warmly received and favored with

generous donations, This was to be expected for since the

beginning of the eighteenth'century the political and econ-
omic sbatus of the Tunlisian Jews had improved steﬁdily due
td the increasing influence of the political agents of the
European powerg who while seekingrto amelioraté ﬁhe condltions

of the Christisn residents had-to uphold also the cause of

the Jews whom Moslem legislation_classed with the Chrigtians,
Azulal noted with inbterest the influence 6f Caid Solomon

' Nataf at the court., We are told muéh concerning Caid Nataf
who is- described as the wealthy, powerful representative
of the J@Wﬁw(QV)

- The only unpleasent aspect of Tunig was the etiquette
of the Jews. Men and women went about barefoot., &t the
table, the diners did nob hesitate to touch their feet and
swallow thelr food gluttonly., Particularly disconcerting
was th@irlhabit of smoking and spitting indiscriminately
at the table. Azulai‘was also annoyed by the levity of the
womén who would grasp and kiss the skirts of his garments
as he walked through the streets. He remarked to hils hosts

: ' (98)
that g; )k._?')? was a lost art in their country.:

l

From the diary we learn a few religious customs of

the Tunisisn Jews. At the Pasgover Seder there was a
ceremony of passing the matzah plate three times above the

neads of the assembled. Women,we are told, sat at a speclal
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. (99)
table besids the men. We are also informed that the people
called Scriptures fo e LN ( s NO reagson other than
100)

tradition offered in explanation.

Much of the time at Tunis was spent in workiﬁg on
a book which was later published under the nsme & o1 doa,
It was surprising that Azulal was able to wor%/for in the
month of Adar he received the news of his wifé‘s death in
Palegtine. Azulail kept this fact a secret, Afrald that hig

well-wighing frilends would force him to marry, he mourned

privately and did not rev?al hisg gsecret until he arrived in
' 101) B

Leghorn two months labter,

On 17 7/l 1774, Azvlal reached Leghorn, which
was the home of his married daughter Sarah, Azulails main
task in Leghorn was the publication of 6 O 'IHa .
Thig inﬁolved.the raising of funds for the printing and the
securing from the Leghorn Jewisgh community the right of
publication.. Permission}was obtained without difficulty,
but the ralsing of funds was not easy. It was the month .
of Ab before Azulal wag ready to‘continue his travels.(lOé)

Piga was visited firast.,. On his trip to Europe
twenty years before, Azulal had not stayed long at Filsa; but
this time he remsined almost three months (until [N  1775)
because of a report of certain oppressive papal decrees.

Piga was distinguished by the Torre Tuerta, the Plaza de

Cavallerl, and its salubrious water which weg gold far and

wide, Azulal relates that outside of Pisa on the way to
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Slena, he saw a "macchina ruinata', which was a terrifving
military machine.<100)
The people of Siena insulted Azulal by the small-
ness of their contributions. Five plezas and the additional
five granted a¥ Azulai's objJections falled to gatisfy the
complaining collector, Ab Florence he was favored with
comfortable asccomodations, but difficulties arose when he
was refused permission to collect from the individuals of
the community. Not conﬁent @with the oommﬁnal donation, he
perslsted untll he was allowed to seek individual contributlons.
From at |fo> to 5 a2l Azulai traveled back
and forth between Florence, Plsa, and Léghorn visiting his
deughter end supervising the publication of Qo 2%
fhe next few months he remained in Leghorn studying night
and day. The diary records that during this perliod he was .
honored as a Sandik and having a child named in his honor.(loO)
Trom Leghorn, he went to Pesaro, Senigallia, and
Anconsa on the #Adristic. From Azuleil's account of these
travels, we learn that. the Jews of Faenza were not allowed
to leave their premiges on a Ohrlstlan holiday. AL Ancona,
Pinchas haCohen, a rich Jew, was involved in troubie with
Cardinal Bufalini Glovanni Ottavio. The Jewish community
refused to deal with tbe Palostinitn emlssary until the fate
of Pinchas was declded, From the account 1t appears that

the welfare of the community was bound wlth the fate of Pinchas.,

Fortunately a favorable declsion was rendered and Azulal

(104)
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wag able to secure a donation, While 1n Ancona Azulal took
upon himself the task of settling a long standing quarrel
that had divided the community for twelve years, Many abt-
tempts had been made to bring peace - all unsuccessfuly but
Azulalls strong will could not be opposed and the breach
was healed,(loe)

Almost nine months were passed in Ancona (1776).
Azulal records how he was occupled. Most of the day would
be devoted to study with frequent interruptlions to render
decisions on religious and Talmudic problems. Sabbath
mornings he would rise early and review cerbain halachic
facts which he needed for his discussions with the learned
men after the services. Azulail prided himself on the many

[3 1131 which he brought to the attention of his listeners.

In \f]F'C the Ancona community wag disturbed
by an unhappy affair. Certaln Jews dissatisfied with the
provisions of a wlll had appealed to the Pope for redress.
When the Pope sustalned the original grant, the whole com-
munity including Azulal was relieved.

There are not many entries concerning the last few
months in Ancona., Azulal was enjoying himself and notes
nothing of particular interest. On & 17/ amid greab honor,
he departed for Senigallia.(lﬁv)

Many things were accomplished in the day and a half
spent in Senigallia. All of the details for the collection

of charity for Hebron were arrenged and peace was effected
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(108)
between two quarreling Jows.

In the next week, Azulal visited Pesaro, Rimini,

Cegena and Imgo., At Pesaro he performed the ceremony of /"?0
/ P77l . Rimini's small Jewlsh community treated him(log)

nicely. Also friendly was the larger communlty of Iugo.

Ferraras was next on the itinerary. There Azulal
abtayed two months in the hoﬁe of Jacob Minergi, Little of
significance is recorded concerning Ferrara, It 1s sbated
that the Pope and CafdinalvBorghese were invited to sebtle
a dispute that threatened to disrupt phe Jewlsh community.
A report came to Azulai from Mantua that a house had col=-
lapsed upon a wedding party killing sixty-five people in-
cluding the bride. One of the outstanding events of the
vigit was the royal procession in honor of Archduke Ferdinand
of Austrla. Azuléi was not well a great portion of the time,
but despite his illness he managed to play the part of a
Shadchan, procuring an oath from bahur Abrahem Bilanchini.
that he would marry within gix months. Inclﬁaed among the
visitors accomplishments was another successful attempt at

_conciliation: Two Jews promised to forget thelr differences
(110) '
at hls request,

As soon as he felt well enough, Azulal went on o
Mantua (243/8wn 1776), There, he sald, the Jews were en~-
gaged in constant discussions of Midrash and Talmud in thelr
homes and éynagogues@ Jacob Saraval, a resident of the

community, showed Azulal a prlze posSGSsion: o Holy Scriptures
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and Mishna with a Latin translation. There were many gights
to see in Mantua. &t the Palaclo there were the images,
statues, and the "Eco" chambef where a whisper in one corner
could be heard in snother, Mantua was an industrial cltye.
Tt had & paper factory which was run by wabter power, a clothing
factory, and a hemp factory. Azulal was fascinated by the
dipping and twining of the hemp@(lll)

Azulal records that Ab 29 was a local fast day whilch
he observed with the rest of the Jewish community.(lm)

Verona was visited after Mantua. Most of Azulal's
comments concern the "Arena', a large field surrounded by
gqufficlent steps to accommodate 72,000 people. Nothing is
gald of the Jewigh community at Verona except thatvﬂzulai
had difficulty in completing his mission theree(llo)

0f Psdua the city visited nextb, it is sald that 1t
‘was distinguished by en importent medicel school, Azulal
was glven the opportunity to see its zoological collections

(11.4)
and lecture rooms.

The New Year ( 70w 1777) was now approaching and
Azulai hurried on in order to gpend the holidays in Venlce,
The notes concerning Venlce pead 1like modern tourist liter aturee.
They describe the Plaza dan Marco, the Rialto, the Baneo

del Giro, the arsenal, and the library, At the Plazs San

Marco, Azulal marvelled at the many stores teeming with fine

merchandise, fruits,'énd food, The Plaza Ban Marco, says

the diary, was merely one of the hundred markeb places of
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Venice. Another attraction of Venlce was its famous pube=
1ishing houge founded in the year 3,.5500““1&’)

Avulai's relations with the Jewish community were,
on the whole, friendly desplte his somewhat overbearing be-
havior, MAzulail remarks that he gpent the Ten days of
Penitence <. ID®1 I3 1PAN o Hig loneliness is
understandable for he would not go visiting on his own ac-
cord but walted for special invitations from the rich Jews.
Nevertheless after the first week, he reeeived kindly trest-
ment and generous donations., He was honored as a Saﬁdik
and with privileges in the homes and 1n the synagogues.(ll6)

It was the end of,ha‘: before Azulal was ready bo
leave, Hls goal was now Trieste on the other side of the
Adriatic., 4zulel chose the land route. Winter snows ham-
pered the journey and extra horses had to be hired. Frequent
stops were necessary at inns which took adventage of the
hazardous weather to increase their rates. Furthermore
Triesﬁe lay in the Hapsburg dominions which demanded high
tolls at the border.

Meny cities were passed on the waye. Azulal mentions
the Jewlsh community of Conegliano which regponded generougly

to hisg request for charity. At Gredisca lodging was found

in the home of Samuel Morpurga. The Jews of Gradlsca, we

are told, called the Scriptures p” Q3P W rather than €3»¢N

f110°  bpecause of the prohibition to use the full name

of God in the Galuth. Gorizis also had a Jewigh community,
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. (11%)
bo which Azulegl refers casually.

At Trieste; Azulal encountered unexpected opposition
from s Viennese golicitor, Biding his time until his com-
petitor left, Azulai contented himself with soclsl vislts
withfthe leaders of the community, On one occasion, Azulai

says, the leaders sent a litter to convey him to the synagogue.

With the

dealings

was made

départure of hi? rigal, Azulsl completed hils business.
‘ 118

gatisgfactorily.

The way was now retraced to Venice, A short sﬁop

at Gradisca to warn the Yews that theilr shochet

David Morpurga was not gualified to function in thatAcapacitys

After he left Gradisca, Azulal began to worry about the high

rivers swollen with the winter snows, and the tolls at the

Venitian border, To his relief, the fords were crogssed with-

out accident and the entrance into the tepritory of Venice
'ﬁv from the imperial country was made with little cost and

After a two day stay with the one Jewisgh family of
(8 3/

delay.
Chavres a town near Udine, Azulal returned to Venice(

)e

A few weeks later braveling was resumed this time

i

to the southwest, through Polegine ‘and Ferrara to Modena.

At every border the traveler was questioned but allowed to
pass without any delay. The city of Modena was reached at

night and was closed to all comers. Fortupgtely, one of

Azulal's compenions was an acqualntance of a c¢ity official

whose influence gsecured thelr admission, Inside the city,
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Azulal went ﬁo an inn but a wealthy Jew came there im-
mediately and took Azulai to his home. This was the begin-
ning of a pleasant visit in the company of the digtinguished

Jews of Modena, who(sho?ered their guest with contributions
119
and personal glfts.

After Passover Azulal went to Regglo, Guastalla
and Mantua. At the last city he met one of those tribe of

people who always caused him trouble - a collector of charity.

Thig time sn argument
point of»pilpul,‘ The

Azulal was not well,

ensued, not over their trade but a
real cause was, perhaps, his indigestion.

Every time he would sit down to eat

he would have to turn Throughout the month of Iyyar

away e
the diary pictures a man too gick to appreciate the many

kindnesses of the people. On the twenty=-fourth of the month

he wasg suffici?ntl% recovered to deliver an hour sermon in
120
the synagogue.

The next day Azulal returned to Guagtalla. In the

home of rich Joshua Cohen, he beceme acquainted with three

books /0' S(Jﬂ ey

121560
(121)
of Ancona.

a commentary on the Torah; Ww< §§n

and a composed by Mahallel Hallelujah, Rabbl

The small community of Brescello was visited next.

Azulai did not stay long, but after his departure, a short

distence outside the city his carriage broke down and 1t

was necessary to return to Brescelle, This occaslioned a

delay that causged considerable anxiety. Azulail did not want




to spend the agpproaching Shabuoth in the small town, but
there was no alternat?ve egpecially when he heard that the
river Taro which he had to cross had flooded its banks@(lgg)
After Shabuoth, Azulail set out for Genoca, The rains
made travelling difficult; the roads were muddy and the rivers
were high. While fording one of the rivers, the horges be-
cetie stubborn and refused to move. Azulal and his party
were stranded in mid-stresm until a group of Gentilesg spied
them from the banks and rescued them. Outglde of Novi the
travelers had to leave their carriages and climb a high moun-
tain by foot, Azulail records that in addition to the natural
elements, he had to contend with the hostility of the inns.
After heling refused at one Inn at Tortona, Azulail went to
snother where he endured ridicule at the hands of a group

(123) :
of officers.

Moses Puah exbtended hoépitality to Azulal at Genoa,
Degpite Genoa's apparent wealth -one Jew showed Azulil a
large collection of diasmonds and sapphired - Azulai ex-
perienced difficulty in.his collections twelve days were
required tb complete his work, Thereupon Azulal proceeded
by boat to Hice. The sea was stormy and aroused Azulai‘s
fearsg, but the port was reached smfely. The people of Nice
did not respond readily to the request for charlty. Several )
meetbings were required before satisfactory terms were made.(ldé)

Nice was the last stop in Italy., Unlike hisg first

trip to Burope, Azulal proceeded to France instead of Germany.




He had experienced too much hardship in Germany to attempt
8 sgecond trip,.

The venture into France did not begin ausplciously.
First an accident occurred on the river boat which Azulai
boarded and his clothes and provisions were soaked, At the
French border after the customary delay for iInspection, a
carriage was hired which broke down after a two hour ride.
A new carriage had to be brought from a mear-by city. When
the Jjourney was finally resumed, progress was slow becauge
oflthe mountainous terrain. Azulal femafks that the roads
lay through lonely forests infested with robbers, Cilvilization
‘was reached at Brignole, but lodging could ﬁot be obfained '
and Azulal was forced to push onward to Aix. From there it
was but a déy's journey to Avignon. In Avignon, Azuvlei was
recelved by Isaasc de Monteaux. Azulal moticed certain dif-
ferences in the customs and prayers of the Avignon Jews,

~ Their pramemtmr was dressed in a white shirt. The congregation

was unusually respdnmive in prayer and would ghout the prayers
and blessings. -After the Sabbath service the members of the
congregation went to the home of a women who had given birth
to a son and performed a ceremony which involved taki?g the
son from the mbther and placing 1t into the cradle»(185)

Hig work unfinished in Avignon, Azulal nevertheless
went to Carpentras where some difffculfy was experlenced in

entering the city. He completed his srrangements there samd




v Bl =

then returned to Avignon. The people would still not give
as much as he wanted., Meeting after meeting was held till
at length Azulal had to leave the city diﬁﬂatiSfi6d0(126)

The Jews of Cavaillon were more generousd. Azulal
describqs their synagogue., The men prayed upstairs while
the women assembled in the_cellar? led by a male chezan in
the vernaculer. Cavaillon had o small but noisy Jewish
commmnity. The streets were filled with the chatter of the
women and ohildren.‘ Azulal did not hesitate to reprove thelr
ungeemly cdnduot.(lav)

During the next few weeks visits were mgaln made
to Carpentras snd Avignon, and then Azulal left for Nimes.
Nimes was an anclent clty with Romen palaces and memorable
\endmerks. Little is said of the Jews of the city. In the
sﬁme manner the ancient Jewlsh community of Lunel is passed
over, but of Montpellier Azulal says that the people were

P 1J3NT and P MIND (V{Eg)were not careful in ob-
serving the NTC PInNn .

From Montpellier, he turned gouth to Narbonne,
After a succegsful day there, he proceeded across southern
Frence to Toulouse, At the entrance of Toulouse the cilty
authorities opened hils baggage and questioned him closely
before allowing him to enter. The Jews of Toulouge were
poor, says Azulal, He refrained from eating meab there be-

cause he suspected a certain shochet of inexpertness. On

the Sabbath, he led the minyen in prayer and gave them a
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long address. He remarks that Toulouse like all the French
cities in contrast to the Italian cities was devoild of beauby,

(129)
despite the fact that it was the capital of Languedoc.

From Toulouse Azulai ventured into the rural countries
of Armagnac and Bigarre, passing through It'Isle Jourdain,
Gimont, Auch, Mirande, Pau, and Tarbeé, Azulal calls these
towns AT ¥ . The firkt reference to a Jewlsh
communlty concerns seven indigent families of Peyrehorade;

Ste ESprit had a large Jewlsh population many of them people

of means. The majority complained of poverty, however, and
protested that the visitor was a burden upon the communiby.

As a regult the collectlons were meagre even after considerable
exertiono

The learned men of St. Egprit iiked philosophical
discussions. One Sabbath afternoon, Azulal was questioned
in regard to the nature of the soul, reward, and punishment.
Azulai‘remarks that he did well in his answers, On another
| occasion the conversabtlion turned to the metamorphosis of

(130)
the soul,

On the first of Heshvan 1778, Azulal departed for
Bordeaux. A numb@rtdf villages were passed before Bordeaux
was reached five days later. ZILodging was arranged in a
public inn bub Azulal complalined to the Gabal of one of the
congregations that his quarters were crampedland near the
kitchen, The kindly man thereupon found him a room in the

home of Daniel Astruk, which service no doubt prompted
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Azulal to call the Gabai a"philosopher"and "gaon',

Azulal was well treated., On the Sabbath he wag
honored with "pesicha" by a congrégation that met on the
top story of a public inn. He was appointed to examine the
children of the Hebrew school and was astonished with the
discovery that the children were taught only Bible.

Bordeaux had several congregations:- the Bephardic
and the Avignonese., A prominent member of the latter was
Jacob Azias who had come from Amsterdam., The begt known
Jew of the community was the wealthy Abrahem Gradis., He was
known for his ascts of philanthropy to Jews and Gentileso(151)
He was one of the minim who did not believe in the Oral Law
and falled to keep the dietary laws, Despite his rellgious
laxity, Azulal paid him a visit. While they were engaged
in conversation, they were interrupted by a priest who brought

a confesslon from a certain Gentlle who had stolen money

from Abrsham snd now wished to return it. Abrehem suthorized
the priest to divide the money among the poor of hils parish.
In his conversation with Azulai, Abraheam reveals that he
ownéd important business interests in Ameriea which had been
obtained from.a‘noble uneble to pay hig debt.

Bordeaux geemed to have many men lax in the observance
of the Oral Law, Three such men were Jacob Agevedo and hilsg
two sons. Azﬁlai treated them curtly because he heard they
had "profaned the Sabbath publicly,."

From Abrehem Gradis, Azulal brought back en approvgl
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of his misslon, But opposition still remained, The greatest
objector was Solomon Iupis, who is called a S:{‘Qp and
whose wife 1g defamed with the description that she never
took a ritual bath, Finally the community issuved an ultimatum.
"Either accept the donation or receive nothing.," Azulai
yielded reluctantly,

Before Azulal was ready to leave several incidents
of interest éocurred0 He attended a Jewish wedding where ‘
the majority of guests were lmportant Genbtiles of the city,.
An smusing incident took place when Azulal visited a Jewish
family and was turned awaey by a complaining wife. Later the
hugband came to see Azulal and offered a generous donation.
Azulai performed an act of service for the community. Members
of the Avignonese congregation agked hls ald in seeking the
return of thelr former Gabal who had departed because of g
certain dissatisfaction. Azuiai,the peace-maker, resbored

(132)
the Gabal to his position.

Preparatlons were made to depart for Parls on the
second of Kislev but a downpour of rain brought a delay,
Sald the God-fearing Azulal ‘AP IGQ LT ¢ N nG Q
rl) EQICC Ta>y. S?‘\" '> , Pive days laber Azulal bid adieu
to his frilends at Bordesux and headed north. Poltiers was
the first big city on the way., There Azulal stopped at a
public imn and contacted seversl Jews of the community., A
minysn was assembled in the inn and a service was held, Azulal

functioning as the precentor and preacher. After a few
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hours at Poitiers, Azulal hurried on to Chatellerault where
he wrangled with the innkeeper over the prilce of a room,

The remsinder of the journey from Chatellerault to Paris was
very uncomfortable, The weather was biting cold and in order
to meke progress Azulal traveled from early morning to late
night, Tired and chilled Azulai would seek shelter in the
inns of the villages, but invariably the rates would be high

and an argument would ensue and Azulal would spend a sleep-

less night worrying about his expenditures., The diary atb

(133)
this point is a chronicle of complaint.

Paris was reached on the twenty-second of the month.
Azulal sought oﬁt David Nakit who had arranged for his lodging.
Azulal describeg Paris as a clty with a population of one '
million, fifteen miles in circumference with 950 streets.
A large bridge gspsnned the river Selne., AcCross it men aml
women gould be seen walking at any hour of the day or night,
Paris! only blot was its 50,000 harlots. The Jewlish community
made up of Ashkenazim, Portuguese from Bordeaux, and Avignonese,
lived in prosperity and peace. There were some congregations,
Azulal says, in which prayer was offered the whole day of
Sabbath. There was no settled Jewlsh community in Paris,

however, Most of the Jews were merchants sojourning in the
(134)
Qityg

The viglt to Paris was most enjoyable, Azulei was
in his glory because he was in a capltal, in the company of

prominent Jews and non-Jews., Azulail tells us about a Jew




who came to see him - o certaln Israel Bilrnmal di Balabrlga,
e magber of orientsl languages who was en lnterpreter of the

King. Among those who called upon Azuvulal was a Gentile scholar
(135)
from the Academy of Sclence, Another experience of great

“
fY

importance to Azulai was hils contact with Llpman Kalmira, .

In his youth he had been a servent, had turned to trade, be-
came rich and was now the Baron de Picquigny, that is the lord
of the city of Picquigny which he had bought from the helrs
of the lord for a million and a half francs. Thig Jew's
power wasg further enhanced by his bqsiness connections with
a mistress of the late Louls XV,(156)

Azulail hed meny interesting experiences in Paris.
One night a Jew offered Azulal a large gum of money if he
would secure him a divorce. Sald Azulail, "1f I were abked
to make peace between man and wife, T would do 1t for nothing,
but to drive aWayrg-mother, a first wife, was a deseclation
of God's nam@.“(lé7)

One day Azulal was astonlshed with a report about
o certain Mordecal Tama who was sald to'read Voltaire, To
Azulal this was an unbelievable evila(lég)

On another occasion a Joew and Gentile came Lo see
Azulai. When they were ready to leave, the Jow asked for
Azulal's blessing. Whereupon the distinguished Palestinian
blessed both Jew and Gentile. In regerring to the incildent,
Azulal says (og e fciil) .(1.)9)

The climax of the vislt came when an invitation
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was exbended by a prominent Gentlle to see the court of Versallles,
His host Monsieur Fabril took him inside the palace, Azulal
was struck wlth awe at the 8lght of the magsive pillars
overlald with gold and extenslve galleries crowded with idle
princes. Azulal was permitted to enter the sanctum sanctorum,
the throne room where the nobles including the King's brothers
were statloned in array walting the arrival of the King.

When Touis XVI passed by, Azulal made a blegsing for him,

A few minutes later a courtier from the King asked Monsleur
Fabri what country his visitor represgented., When Azulal and
his friend made ready to 1eave»the ladies of the court bowed
in reverence. Irom the palace they went to the home of one

of the Gentile's friends who lived in Versallles. Azulal

was treated with honor, presented with gifts and Invited to
eat, Bggs were prepared for the Jewish guest who ate them
aftervmaking the customary blessing. Afterwards Azuvulal prayed
mincha and wag ready to depart. Thereupon the Gentiles -

a mobther and daughter - asked Azulal to blegs them. Azulal
drew near to them and without placing hils hands upon their
heads complied with thelr wish. It was a moment of supreme

joy for the Jew. ILater he described the incident in his
disry: 'Jes IMQ g'-?dﬂ 1M A St AIVANC b farn
(901 2% %" yad '> pivon YoN aNGG ¥om G

(140) 24§ MR NVYNT) YA

@

Azulai had a gimilar experilence. several days later

when a noble and lady ceme to see him. The lady told Azulal
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that she was inberegted in Jews and in their Bible and on
many occasions she hed befriended Jews in their trouble with
the 91N of Avignon., Upon thelr departureé they too asked
Azulal to pray for them.(lél) | : ’

Not least interesting to Azulal was the library of
Paris., There he examlned important Jewish‘mgnnfcripts and.
saw o Hebrew Bible written in the year 10610(1483

| Were the diary as complete on other occasions as
1t 1s in its record of FParis, it would be an invaluable |
gourcé of informatlon for the 1ife of the Jews in the sighteenth
cnetury. Unfortunately the notes on Paris are unparalleled
in clerity and completeness in the rest of the dlary (with
the exception of the stay in Amsterdam).

Azulal left Parls on /2 ~AP(; for the Austrian
Wetherlands., The diary henceforth is a record of the traveler's
experiences with the custom officlals. At Perowne on the
| gomme River he was beseb with apprehenslons lest the officlals
~ poughly handle his baggage and confiscate part in the process.
The presentation of recommendatlons from important Parisians,
however, exempbed azulal from exemination. The entrance in-
to Valenciennes, & fortified city of the French border, also
required inspection, but again Aéulai’s distinguished creden-
tials obvidted the aifficulty. This time, however, Azulal
had to prove that he was not a merchant in order to secure
exemption from the trader's tax. In Valenciennes Azulel

contacted one of the clty officilals to whom he brought a
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letter of introduction with the request for a recommendation
to the commanding officers of Brussels, Upon the departure
from the c¢ity, the passports had to be presented again, and
‘after an hour's travel, there was another examining station.

A short distance farther wasg the border of the Austrign Nether-
‘lands where additional investigation was requiredo(140)

Monsg, fortified with bridges snd citadels, was the
first town mentioned in the Netherlands. pzulal gpent a
night in the village of Soignies where an argument occurred
with an unscrupulous innkeeper who would not abide.by the
rate agreed upon, #Azulal mentions this as a difference bo-
tween the German.and the French., The French innkeepers asked
high prices, but never changed them, while the German lnn-
keepers could not.be trusteda(léé)

The next day (1778 IT-JVP{; ) Azulai arrived in
Brussels. Entrance into the city was achieved with com~
perative ease, whereupon Azulai sought out a Jew who, he
thought, would befriend him, The welcome, however, was not
forthcoming and rejected Azulal went to the "Hotel Royal“
where a comfortable room was obtalined. The inhospitable
Jow was met again several days later and wanted to know why
the traveler had not come to his home for a meal, to which
came the sarcastic response, "Did you invite met" We learn
nothing about the Jewigh community of Brussels,except that

the two Jews contacted were Ashkenazim.

In a few days Azulal was on hisg way again bound for




Holland, in the company of an Ashkenazic Jew travelling from
Brussels to Amsterdem. The diary records that the journey
became quite unpleasant. Azulal complaing of the muddy roads,
of a treacherous river, of the cost of travel, and of the
dishonesty of the innkeepers, but he survived all the hard-
ships to arrive safely at Rotterdam ( 242~,41°C-). There
he renewed hig friendship with Isaac Goldsmith whom he had
met twenty-two years before on his fivst visilt in Rotterdam.
The people of the city refused to endorse Azulalts cause.
Tt was explained to him that only flve months before, another
Hebron emigsary had solicited their city, and for this reason
they would not even maintain his board snd room. Consequently
the visit was of short duration and the journey was continued
by carriage and boat to Amsterdam@(léb)

Azulel stayed in Amsterdam from the end of Tebeth
to the middle of Iyyar., His first act there was to look up
the Hebron emissary who had caused trouble in Rotterdam.,
Azulai found him to be an old friend whom he had to forgive.
The next few days were passed meetlng the leaders of the
Sephardic end Ashkenszic communitles. One of the leaders
of the Sephardim was Solomon Shalem who upon geeing Azulai
for the second time ignored him to hig great embarrassment
and anger. Azulal's favorlte toplc of conversgation with
the leaders was his experience atb Versaill@s.(146)

Azulal has left an illuminating record of his stay

in Amsterdam, The Jewlsgh community was prospoerous though
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a decline had begun in the fortunes of the Sephardic Jews.
In an article "Jews in the Netherlands", Herbert Bloom deg-
cribes the position of the Holland Jews as follows: "The
wealth of the Sephardic group reached its height by the
second half of the seventeenth century. Holland's glory as
a world power then began to wane. With wealth came a deglre
for luxury and ease followed by political and economic cor=-
| ruption. The rich of Holland turned to grandiose schemes

of speculation, and the Jews, egpecially the Sephardim,
‘plunged like their fellow countrymen headlong into wildeat
achemes for quick millions. Crisis aftef crislis ensued avid
many a Jewlsh merchant prince was reduced to povertyesoes
Toward the end of the eighteenth century the Sephardic come-
munity weskened by paupers in its midst, sank deeper and
‘deeper into the sglough of poverty.... The Ashkenazic Jew,
~on the other hand, in the perlod of inflated gpeculation

was on the whole unable, because of lack of means, to plunge
in the stock market., He continued to ply his petty trade
and was able to weather the financial crisis. Thus, as the
elghteenth century drew to a close, the Ashkenazic community
was definitely on the upgrade.“(lQV) Azulai's notes bear
out this description in part. Azulail viglted many Ashkenazlc
Jews, a fact which Indicated that men of wealth must have
been found among them., The sgpeculation of the Sephardic
Jews l1s also mentioned, When the news arrived from London

concerning the decrease of interegt charges great was the

= e




consternation among the Jews many of whom suffered conglderable
1088680(148) The Jewlsh investorsg were In a consbtant state
of unregt becsuge of the American Revolutiongry War which
threatened to depreclate their investments.(lég) Azulal
complains of the difficulty experienced in obtalining con-
tributions which must be contrasted with his generous re-
ception twenty-two years earlier., However, there is no mentlon
of‘extreme-poverty such as the above statement Indicates,
On the contrary, the commnity, from fzulal's evlidence, seemed
to be falrly progperous, but on the downgrade. Concerning
their political conditions, Azulal remarks that the Jews
had unregtricted freedom and assumed more rightg_than war-
ranted and acted as 1f they ruled the oountry.(lbO) The Jews
were appreclative of thelr freedom and celebrated certgin
national holldays along with the general population@(lOl)

From the diary we learn a few facts about the
religious 1life of the Amsterdam Jews. On Saburday nights
the weekly Pentateuch portion would be read from private
scrolls in the homes of the rich Jews., Sermons were an
| important part of the religilous service, Many pages of the
diary are devoted to descriptions and summaries of the speeches
delivered on the.Sabbaths and holidays, most of them about
an hour long. Azulal was impressed by the excellencd of
the development and gtyle - especlally appealing was the

one preached by Rebbi Shalem on the Sabbath preceding Pagsgover

on Lsaiah 58:7 in which a plea was made in behalf of Azulal'ls
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(152)
mission. One germon was preached in Portuguese which

was one of the languages current among a certaln element

(153)
of the Jowsg,

Mogt of the sermons ubtilized Biblical texts
and made abundant use of Midrashic material. The toplcs
were always religilous and concerned the virtues necegsary
for righteous living,(lbé)

Purim was celebrated with festlvity. Delicacies
and gifts were exchanged. Parties and fsasbs were held.
People went from house to house exchanging greetings and
Joining in the singing and dancing. The celebration lasted
over a week and culminated in a nolsy parade which was made
up mostly of the Ashkenazlc Jews.(lb5)

The Ashkenazim and Sephardim seemed to be on good
terma, for the latter participated iIn the dedicatlon of a
new Ashkenagzlc synagogue. The synagogue was dedicated with
a definite ritusl. The scrolls were cerried in procesgsion
from the old place of worship into the new abode where ]
special plyyutim composed for the occaslon were offered.(le)

Many names of imporbtant Amsberdam Jews are included
in the diary. AaAmong them are Isaasc HaCohen Belinfante,(l57)

(1.58)

David de lsaac de Leon, . Aaron Capadoce a wealthy banker,

Raphael b, Moges Mendes da Costa, Abraham Texeira, David
Cohen Azevedo, David Meza,(lsg) and Rabbi Shalem, leader
of the Sephardim. Azulal also contacﬁed important Gentile
merchants, but their names are not mentioned. On one

occasion he went to the hope of a non-Jewlsh mercheant. There

|
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hig host and a priest who was present asked questions about
Jerusalem.(160)

The diary of the stay at Amsterdam reveals sgeveral
of Azulal's character tralts., On the Sabbath Hagadol, he
remained in his room alone snd fretted because no one had
invited him out, despite the fact that the people of Amster
dam had been exceedingly kind to him,(lel) Another comment
indicates Azulal'sg amazing superstition. He liked to hear
stories and spent one afternoon listening to tales of &
miraculous nature. One of these concerned a Gentile who
was smitten with blindness when he commanded his servant
to burn a barn to rid it of rats.(162)

There was something about Azulal that attracted
people, The Jews of Amgterdam would come together just to
catch a glance of him., When Azulal emerged from a meeting
with the Ashkenazic leaders, he found to his surprise that
two hundred Jewg had gathered outside to pay him homage.
Undoubtedly the filgure is somewhat exaggeratgd but 1t reveals
the adulation with which he was received.(leé)

On Iyyar 28 Azulel left Amgberdam amid great honor.
A gfoup of two hundred people, we are told, accompsnied him
to hlsg boat. Azulailg first stop was at the Hague. The
diary of his stay records many interegting items: his meeting
with Saul b, Igaac Halevi whose wife was sald to be a fine
Hebrew poet;(164)his contact with the distingulshed Jews of

the city, among whom were Tubya Boaz, Isaac Levl ILeyden,
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(165)
lsaac de Aaron Suasso, Abraham Cohen Salazar; his dis-

cusslong with the people about the Baal Shem Tov;(166) his
account of Samuel Fulak, a miracle worker who roamed the
forests near London;(lﬁv)his vigit in the fichly furnished
home of wealthy Mosges de Pinto;(lba) his exou;sions through
the parks and mugeum 6f the beautliful city;(l69)his meeting
a Gentlle who apoke Hebr@w;(lVO)his convergation with a Jew
acquainted with China and its religion in which conversation
Azulai's friend brought forth proof to show that some of the
lost Israelite trlibes were in North.Americae(lvl)

The most interesting item recorded at the Hague
concerng the report of @ Rabbl who was negotlating with the
Amsterdam Maamad and accepted a posgltion on condlition thaf
in matters of religlous law he would have unrestricted
authority. This Rabbl aspired to be a moral reformer with
the specific intentions of improving the character of certain
leading Jews of the community. For this task he demanded
a yearly salary of not lesg than one thousand ducats. The
appllication of the Rabbil wag rejected in part: The Masmad
- did not consglder it wise to give the Rabbi unlimited freedom,
but wag wllling to sssume the financlal obligation. To the
surprise of all, the offer was refused by the idealistic

(172)
applicant.
Azulal was Impressed by the high standard of living

in the Hague, and by ths great number of wealthy Jews., This
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- he learmed of an important personage by the neme of Hrasmus.

of Europeé.,
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latter point was particularly evident to Azulail when he was
Invited to the home of Isgaac de Aaron Suagso to which the ]
Suasso's and De Pinto's had gathered im honor of the visitor,(l7é)

In his description of the Hague Jews, Azulal reveals
an lmportant characterlstic of ﬁhe Holland Jews, They were
beglinning to come under the influence of the Western Inlighten-
ment. There ig a secular alr sbout them. They speak of
museums and forelgn countries. They are interested in tls
American Revolution and are somewhat familiar with the ag-
ricultural products of North and South Americs.,

While in the Hague, Azulal received a letter from
London Jews who refuged to contribute to his charity., This
was a great disappointment. He dld not intend to go to Eng-
land and with one stroke hig businegs there wasg terminated,
At the same time he was exper}enclng difflculty in collecting
from the Jews of the Hague,(lié)

| Yeveral weekg after Shabuoth ( 1778) Azulal left

the Hague td travel through the provinceg of Holland to

Prugsels, First he returmned to Rotterdam where, we are told,

Azulai had not heafd of this Dutch humenist. He was fage
cinated by a story that HErasmus, unable to read or write
before the(age of thirty, became one of the leading scholars
175)

Azulal was surprised by the changed attitude of

the Rotterdam Jews. When he wag there during the previous
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@i winter no one paid him any attention, but this time he was
warmly recelved and rewsrded munificently.

Included in his notes at Rotterdem is a men's ex.-
pression of gratitude for a blessing by dAzulal which had
brought good fortune. There is also a reference to t?ﬁvgfm

ficacy of Azulai's prayers in alding : barren women, It

is evident that Azulal believed himself to possess miraculous

powers, though he confessed that his powers were not due to
his own rightecusness but to the merit of his fsthers kéﬁ
M2le A3 1 Seran 332 0(1’77)

From Rotterdam, Azulal went to the provinces of
Zeeland, Brabant, and then to Brussels. An important Jew
of Brusgels, Azulail says, was Philipp Nathan.<178)

Azulal wes now ready to return to Leghorn. Almost
six yearg had passed since his departure from Palestine and
at last Azulai was homeward bound. Many interesting mnotes
are recorded concerning the return to Italy. AL Paris Azulal

"again visited his prominent Gentlle friend, Monsgleur Fabri,
who admitted that he worshipped "the God of Israel' and upon
Azulalil's advice assumed the responsibility of reciting the
Sh'ma and observing the minimal commandments,(lvg)There ]

another reference to Azulal's gupposgedly miraculous power s.

This time 1t concerns none other than Marie Antoinnettel

He had prayed for her during his last visit and we have the
testimo%X88§ Monsieur Fabri that his intercesglion had produced

fruits. Another item of interest in regard to Paris
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is a young Jew's confesslon of immoral relations with Gentile

girlg, Azulal's ears tingled(at the knowledge of "the seed
181)
of Israel wallowing in mire.,"
The journey was delayed at Lyons first voluntarily

becauge Azulel wished to postpone the umpleésantness of dealing

he was taken sick and had to geek the serviceg of the best
doctor of the city,(laz)ﬁzulai tells us that the synagogue
at Lyons did not possess‘an ark. The Scroll was kept on an
open bench., Azulal initiated donations for the acquigltion
of an ark.(les)

After passing through Savoy which in Azulallg dos-
cription was a country 6f impoverishedUvillages,<184)he ap=
proached the long aspprehended Turin. There 1t was his good
fortune to encounter two prominent Jews who sgecured his ad-
migslon without examination. This was an extraordinary
occufrence in as much as "even Gentiles and ambassadors were
subject to inspection,”(lBB)

An incident in Turin exalted Azulail in the eyeg of
the Jewish community. Besaring a letter from the Irench court,
Azulal was granted an audience with the Prime Minigter of
the State, an occurrence which highly pleaged the Jews of
Turin. But gomething even more remarkable trangpired. The

French Ambagsador, informed of the visitor's contact with

the French nobility, called to pay his respect. azuled \
left Turin in possession of a passport from the King. |
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The passport served him well, A group of troublegome G@ntiles

at Chivasso were awed into good behavior at its sight.(lav)
There are merely a few more comments about the

remainder of the jJourney to Leghorn. The Jewg of Casale

are lauded fbr thelr rich scholarship. It was sald to have

more than geventy scholars, headed by such men as Isasc Plnze

and Abraham Inzzatto., From Casale a messenger was dlspabtched

to Moncalvo with requesgt for a donation. The next day a

small contribution was recelved which was acknowledged by

a return message: "Individuals of Moncalvo," wrote Azulai,

"I am grieved at the hardness of your hearts."” The carping

‘reply was undeserved by the Jews of Moncalvo who were in

atraitened economic conditions;(las)It seemg from Azulai'g

remarks that the economic position 6f the Jews of northern

Ttaly was becoming worse., At Alegsandria (della Paglia)

the donatlions were too meagre to accept. Another comment

at Alesseandries mentiong Ellhu b, Raphael Solomon Levi, the

Rabbi of the community and author of the work ? G N /@ n(mg)

Leghorn was reached 1778 2& Y)g>( and Azulal was recelved

(190)
with rejoicing and blessing among his friends and femlly.

The journey now completed, the dlary comes to a
close with a few notes covering the years 1779m%§%5, The

only comment of gignificance concerns Azulai's second marriage
(191)
in the year 1779, The remainder are of little moment

and are the thoughts of an aging fa?her on the state of his
192)
health and the welfare of hig sons.
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CHAPTER V - CONCLUSION

For Western BEurope the eighteenth century was a
period of political, social, and intellectual agitation.
It was the "age of reason™ which attacked the lrrational
inegqualities of the "0ld Regime" and looked forward to the
intellectual Utoplag of the fubure.

.Haﬁ&im Azulal wag unbouched by this social ferment.
Traveling through Burope, he was unconscious of the great
changes about him. Iike the majority of his brethren , he
lived "within the four ells of the Halacha." Aware of
Voltalre and Brasmus he ignored theilr implications for his
occupatidn with the words of the Law,

Azulal wag the prototype of the Jewlsh way of life,
Skilled in the knowledge of the Torah, rigorous in the ob-
servance of the commendments, and permeated with a love of
tradition, he exemplified the pre-emancipation Jew at his
best, Within the confines of the "Law" he found all the
forces, spiritual and.social, necegsary for an abundant
enjoyment of life.

The eighteenth century was the last era in which
the Sefer Masagal Tov could have been written. No man of
a later generation than Azulal's could have found the rich
Jewigh 1life degcribed in the dlary. For even the age-long
protective covering of the Jew could not reslist the one-

slaught of the new era. The Jew emerged from the ghetto
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leaving behind the Shulchan Aruch end his distinctive ways
which were cumbersome burdens in the outside world. Did
he err in so doing? Did he exchange pure gold for tingel?

The Sefer Maagal Tov has much to say in favor of an af-

Pirmative answel,
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