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CHAPTEH I - IN'1:RODUCTION 

lt was a custom among the Palestinian Jews of the 

eighteenth century to send their most distinguished sons on 

missions of' charity.. 'I1hey who had served their communities 

best were privileged to wander Eu.Jr>ope's length and breadth 

as collectors for their native institutionse 

That men of high calibre should be selected for 

such arduous taski::1, there was good reason. For many 

centuries Palestinian Jewry was enabled to maintain its 

existence in the f'ace of adverse political and economic 

conditions only through the beneficence of its Ituropean 

brethren. The welfare of Palestine declined and prospered 

in accordance with the ebb and. flow of wealth that streamed. 

unto it f~om foreign shores. It was inwerative, therefore, 

that men of intellectual ability should be dispatched to 

tend and guard the life-stream of charity. 

The experiences of one of these intellectual 

Pa.lestinis.n emissar:i.es have been recorded in A> I G ~ <!IS N 1C> o 

which :i.s the dair·y of the noted Cabalist and. Talmudist, 
(1) (2) 

Hayyim J·oseph David Azulai.. In the year l '753, the 

community of Hebron chose its twenty-n:i.ne year old model 

of piety and learnaing to be its European ph:tlanthropic t'l.gent .. 

In this capacity~ Azulai traveled from Jerusalem to IJondon 

and returned via Italy and Turkey to Palestine (1'758) .. 
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Fifteen years later (1773), b.e completed a second mission 

.to E:gypt, Tunis, Italy, France, Holland., Belgium and back 
( ~~) 

to France and Italy,1779). In the last country, he 

spent the remainder of' h:i .. s lif'e, never returning to h1.s 

native soil. Thus '?I~ f c~f'.I 1ao is a record of a 
( 4) 

quarte1"-century of travels through Europe and northern 

Africa by a man well-fitted to represent the Holy Land on 

a mias:l.on of char:i..ty. 

Azulai's dairy was written originally in two small 

notebooks. The first (ppe 1-4:8 in the published book) 

includes the years 1753-1758 to which are added notes on 

the preparation for a journey in 1764. The second is an 

account of the journeys of 1773-1779 to which is appended 
(5) 

certain reflections on his le.st years in I,eghorn. 

Three facts account for the importance of Azulai's 

dairy. It :ts :tn the .. first place a source of biogra.phi.cal 

information. A subjective mood prevails throughout the 

dairy and thus it contains many items of biographical 

significance., Azulai' s mental trai.ts, interests, and habits 

are well delinea.ted. His prejudices, his superstitions, 

his learn:tng a.re all revealed. For Azula.1 kept no secrets 

from h:ts diary. In it he indicated his most intimate 

thoughts. It is therefore of singular biographical impor-

ta.nee. 

r'(, )1-0..i 1ao is also useful for a study of 

R'uropean Jewry in the last half of the eighteenth century. 

~ ) Azulai was a good observer. He was sensiti.ve to similarit;ies 

,-
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and contrasts. In his notebooks,, he jotted down the dif-

ferences and likenesses between the various communities. 

He noted their political, econom:tc and. religious conditions, 

their family customs and their interests in education.. He 

related his difficulties with the civil authorities, the 

disabilities of Jewish travelers, and scores of other topics 

which illumine the life of the Jews of the eighteenth 

century., 

To the historian of the Jewish personalities of 

the eighteenth century, · Azulai 1 s accoun:t is of special 

importance. It is replete with nrunes and descriptions of 

Rabbis, authors, and community leaders, many of whom are 

unknown in other sources. As an 1.ntellectual, Azulai made 

every effort to meet and converse with people learned in 

Jewish and secu:is.r subjects. One must guard against 

accepting Azulai•s estimate of people as gospel truth. For 

his egotistical nature pervert;ed his objectivi"t;y, at times, 

made him susceptible to flattery and sensitive to rebuke. 

Despite this limitation, tb.e diary is indispensable for a 

study of the Jewish personalities of the late e·ighte:anth 

century., 

r:L1his thesfus will be concerned primarily with the 

life and activity of Hayy:tm Azulai as reflected in the dairy 

It will also attempt a reconstruction 

of the life and activity of the Jewish communlt:J.es through 

which Azulai passed. It cannot go deeply into the person­

alities whom Azulai mentions. That is a subject which 
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would necessitate research far beyond the confines of this 

study. We shall endeavor here to describe the character 

and the work of IAzulai as indicated in his book of travels 

a.nd to show the nature of the communities O?· his itinere.ry. 

At times for a more complete picture we will utilize other 

sources of information. l!,or after all the?1G )ct/J ')ci)O 

is an account of but one ·· third. of the author's life. 

Furthermore it does not give a rounded aociolog1.cal survey 

of coun:tr:tes through wr:i.ich he passed but only gives general 

indications which must be fitted into the larger scheme 

gathered from the standard histories® 

It is not our inten·tion to have two separate 

sections one devoted to Azulai's life a.nd activity and an­

other devoted to the nature of the communities through 

which he passed., This in our opinion would be an artificial 

method of treatment* We intend to give a general descrip­

tion of Azulai' s li.fe and then turn to the account of his 

travels for further illustre.tions of b.is character and for 

his opinions and information concerning the people and en-

vironments w1.th whlch he came in contact. 
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CHAPTER II - LIFE AND WORKS 

Hayyim Joseph DaV:id A.zulai derives the fam11y name 

11Azula1 11 from the initials of the Hebrew words '1 J ~ -;J e. fL 

I f7f' , fc.. ( 11 rf n1 "They shall not take a woman that ls 

a harlot or profane". (Lev~XXI '7) It is more probable, how­

ever~ that the name refers to a louali.ty in Morocco or in 

Spain. For the Azulai family were descended from Spanish 

exi.les who, after the expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 
(6) 

1492, settled in Morocco. 

The Azulai's were noted Caba.lists. Abraham Azulai 

( 15'70-1643) wrote a number of Cabalistic works: 't iJ )/c. J' ·) 'i' 
;v n 7 ? /c. .JV -, ? • ~ -y "r1 / p o 1 ? fc } "j o n 1 n N n • ; n .!J 

Isaac Azulai (seventeenth century) was the author of the 

Cabalistio work If {) J, ")$ 7~ • .Another member of the 

family Abraham Azulai (died l '745) was known as the 11 illust,f'ious 

ca.balist 11 because of his commentary on the Zahar (Mikdash 
(7) 

Melek) .. 

Hayyim .Joseph Davi.d Azulai was born in Jerusalem 

about l '724 (died 180'7), the son of Isaac Zerah:lah Azula.i 

who was the great grandson of Abre.ham A.zula:l, the author 

Of The latter had left h:ls home in 

Morocco and settled in Palestine (beginning of seventeenth 

century) where the next four generations of his descendants 
(8) 

were born. 

Hardly anything is known concerning Hayyim Azulai's 

childhood and education. He stud:ted under Isaac ha-Kohen 
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H.apor.Prt, Hayyim i bn Attar, and Jonah N abon. He was glftoo. 

wH;h a retentive memory and a scholarly patience which 

ene.bled him at any early age to. assemble a compilation of 

rabb:'l.nic passages which dealt with chronological erro!'S. ( g) 
was never prlntecl. 

1rhis compilation called 1~1 f' J "lr n 
Azulal was a prolific writer. The bibliogrf,lph:'l.cal 

list found in the preface to Isaac Ben,j acob 1 s edition of 

f 1 ~I~~,-, f ~ numbers seventy-one items, some of 

which are repetitions, however.. Azulai's literary activity 

embraces·the entire gamut of rabblnic llterature: exegesis, 

homiletics, casuistry, cabala, liturgics, and literary 

history. i1Ul these are witness of his profound learning, 

his comprehens:J.ve reading, and his critic al ability" He 

was original, however, only in the field of literary history. 

Herein he noted all historical references and based himself 

o:r.i first-hand sources, Hebrew manusc:M.pts which he examined 

in the l:i.braries of Italy and France. 1rhis literary 

historical me.:ter:tal has been published under the titles 

f") I 1.C t1 f ~ oNA. P' ti =>fl\ 1 '-t I and contains data that might 

otherwise have been lost. Azulai's critical mind is 

especially evident in these works, as can be seen in h1s 

investigation of the question of the genuineness of' Rashi's 
(10) 

commentary to Chronicles. 

It is stated in his d.lary thkt Azulai always (11) 
.carried with him two sets of books: The Talmud and the Zohar. 

This is an 1.ndex of his character. 1I1here are two distinct 
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phases of his personality. He W!i\.S scient1:f:1:c and at the 

same time su.:pe1"st:l.tious s He was simultaneously rational 

and credulouse His d:tary refers to certain cabalistic 

recipes which he found in manuscripts, a.nd details the 
(12) 

miraculous efficacy of' his prayer•s. Azula:i. was able 

to maintain a scientific point of view except in regard to 

cabalistic doctrines. In this field he repeated and ex­

panded the whole chain of myst:tcal tradition without an iota 

of crttieal reservation. 

His mystical leanings, nevertheless, did not cause 

him to stray from the path of traditional Judai.sm. '1
1

he 

Talmud was part and parcel of his personality. In religious 

matters he was a str:tct rigor:tst. Not for a moment through­

out the years of h1s travels did he entertain a single 

thought of breaking a traditional law. He took every 

precaution possible to prevent the infraction of the minutiae 
(13) 

of' the J\ I 3 f'I <!"' l JI • 

It must also be said of Hayyi.:m Azulai that he was 

an extreme egotist. He appreciated his own ability and 

was forever concerned with h1.s own pleasures and discomforts~ 

He was alert to praise and blame giving 1l.:i.hd.ut?.1 attention to 

those who met him with flattery and simulated affection. 

and slighting those who did not meet hi.m more bhan half-way. 

Rebukes and failures made him melancholy and retiring. He 

was outspoken in his criticism of those with whom he differed. 

He could not tolerate mediocre scholarship and judged. 
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everyone by his own standards., r110 his cred:i.t, 1.t mill.st be 

mentioned.,,however, that he possessed a. profound love of " 

knowledge and bestowed unending commendation upon worthy 

scholars. 

It is understandable why iAzu:}.ai was of such a 

character~ The veneration bestowed upon him by h5.s com-
(14) 

temport:-tr:i.es was that given to a saint. That he was held 

in great respect can be seen from the legends printed in 

Walden'!!! ~l 1111 f' ~ ) I Y ~ r1 f' ~ ~ To this day a 

great many Oriental and Polish ;fews undertake pilgrimages (15) 
to h:ts grave or send letters to be deposited there. 
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CHAPTER III - TRAVELS 1753-1758 

To fulflll his first assignment as emissary of' the 

Hebron community, Azulai was destined to travel from his 

native country to Egypt, thence across the continent of 

Europe to London and back again ·through Ite.ly and Turkey 

to Palestine. 

The record of this journey, as well as the second, 

does nht follow a definite pattern. The Sefer Mae.gal Tov 

is not a diary in the strlct sense of the word, for i·~ is 

not a daily record, there being varied frequency of notation, 

with. hiatus-es not uncommon, weeks and even months sometimes 

lapsing between comments. :Our:l.ng certaln months, on the 

· other hand, the record approxime:l:ies a day by day account. 

Gener.ally the notations concern the following 

points: the preparatlons .for the journey, the experiences 

along the w~y, the weather, the topography, the condition 

of the villages, the attitude of the Gentiles, the difficu1ties 

with the customs officials, and the hospitality of the inns 

and the admission :tn·to the cities. In a city Azulai makes 

the acquaintance of the J'ew:lsh community, and writes a 

description thereof, sometimes vivid and more often vague, 

of' its leaders and economic, religious, and political cor.ditiona .. 

Without f'ail, however, we learn two things about a commun:i .. tys 

whether it treated. Azulai kindly and whether it responded 

~-------------......... ... 
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_ ~ to his miss:i.on. 
} 

When Azula:t began. his first trip he was but twenty .... 

nine years old. His youth is ref'lect;ed in the brevity of 

his comments. The whole journey from Palestine to London 

and back a.gain is descri'bed in forty-eight pages as compared 

with the one hundred thirty-two devoted to the journey of 

his later• years. ·vv1th the twenty years that elapsed 

between the f:trst and second journeys, Azulai's fame had 

spread throughout the continent. As an experienced traveler 

Azulai found much to write about among people who received 

him with honor and e.t t:tmem with veneration. But at 

twenty-nlne he was content to write sparsely and without 

el.aborati.on. As a result the record of the ear1ier period 

is not as rich in historioal material as its more expansive 

sequel. 

Of his appo:i.ntment, d.uties, and p1ans as the newly­

elected emissary of Bebr-on, Azulails diary has nothing to 

say. It commences straightforwardly with his opening 

joui~ney from Jerusalem to Hebron in the company of a group 

of well-wishers. 

r.rhe opening Journey (1753 Gr« ) was :tnci1cat:tve 

of the adventure and danger that was to come. At the tomb 
°'·"" (16) 

of Gtd the Seer in the vicdn1.ty of' the Moha.nunedan village 

of' H. 1.hul, Azula:t and his friends stopped to pray. The 

devotion of the worshipers, however, was interrupted by a 
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rowdy band of Moh9l11medans from the nee.:r>-by village. ~:hough 

the cause of the altercation ls not suggested. it might have 

resulted. from the fact that the tomb of Gdd the Seer was 
( 17) 

also the si.te of the Mosque of Neb:l Yun.us. :El1ortuna.tely 

the attention of th.e would-be attackers was diverted and. 

Azuhd. a.nd his followers continued their journey to Hebron 
(18) 

in peace. 

Azulai tarried in Hebron for two weeks. There is 

no indication of how he spent his time. Most likely he 

was occupied with the preparations for his tr:i.p to J:l:gypt. 

Careful plans had to be laid. The land to be traversed 

was hazardous and overrun with desert robbers. It was 

therefore necessary to seek the protection of some Arab 

cb.ieftain who was maki.ng the journey to Egypt. A certain 

Arab sheik promised to escort Azulai as far as Gaza. 

Only two days were required to rea~h Gaza, but 

Azulai decided to sojourn there until after the Sabbath 

of Remembrance 11.,:)J .J\ '? f' ) which day he wanted. to 

celebrate in the company of Jews.. Complloations developed) 

however. At Gaza he contracted a sheik to accompany him 

through th.e desert to Sultana-Str·asse. rrhe Sheik had no 

inclination to linger and. threatened to depart without 

Azulai. Fortune sm:tled on /A.zulai in the guise of personal 

business which arose to detain the Sheik,, unt:tl Azulai. was 
(19) 

ready to go .. 

Early morn1.ng of the Sunday p:r•eceeding Purim, the 

Caravan left Gaza. Trouble lurked at every turn. Wh1.1e 
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encamping at Dei:t• el-Balat, the caravan was at ta.eked by a 

band of Arabs, but AzuJ_ai 1 s sheik: was equal to the ocoas:i!l.ln. 

Oorrnidered the greatest of' the robbers 1.n his own ri.ght, he 

quickly repulsed the invaders. But all was not wel1,. With 

the victory seventy people were added to the company and 

it was urgent to break camp on Saturday.. A.zula.1 we.s seized 

with consternation. How could a pious Jew travel on the 

Sabbath! He importuned and implored and not without avail. 
(20) 

The journey was stayed. Thus a week passed since the 

departure from Gaza. The journey was tedious to say the 

least., DeiJ:- el-Ba.lat was only ten English miles :from 
(21) 

Gaza! 

After the Sabbath rest, the journey was resumede 

Gradually the desolate desert land disappeared and the 

fertlle soil of Egypt lay beneath their feet. Vills.ges 

became more frequent and the travel:i.ng more comfortable. 

The seren:1:t;-y was disturbed on1y by a slight mishap. Azula.i 

fell of'f his camel .. Unhurt, he arose to bless God for his 

escape. Like Job's 
(22) 

friends, he hoped he had committed no 

transgression. 

At the village lVIit Ghe:mr, Azula:t came upon some 

Jews. Separating himself' from the caravan, he took the 

opportunity to acquaint h:i.mself with the comm.unity. It 

had formerly been a large Jewish settlement with a synagogue 
' (23) 

and mikveh but only four Jewish f'amilies remained .. 

After a two day visit, Azu.lai was ready to leave 
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and. in the company of a group of Gentiles departed for Gairo. 

Azulai was impressed by Cairo, especially by its ancient 

synagogues. With reverence.he speaks of the synagogue of 

Maimonides, of the Old Cairo or Fustat where he saw a Sefer 

~!.1ore.h supposed to be the Scroll of Ezra, and a synagogue 
( 24) 

supposedly built by Jeremiah. Of the lj.fe and organ:l.zation 

of the Cairo Jews, Azulai has nothing to say, though he spent 

almost a month in their midst. The pauci·by of notation is 

probably due to the fact that he was still among Jews who 

differed little if at all from the Oriental Jews of Palestine. 

On Nissan thirtieth, Azulai started northward to­

ward Rosetta, Thebes, e.nd the Mediterr•anean. JAt r:f.1hebes a 

band of rut,fians threatened to prevent Azulai's entrance 

into the city, but the entrance was achieved. Azulai stayed 

in the honie of I sae.a Pro~nzali Kunarti , The be t s out-

s t anding attraction for the vis:ttor was its ancient syna-

gogue hallowed by the tradition that the Prophet lU:lj ah 
(25) 

once appeared there. 

From a nearby port, Azulai embarked for Italy. 

The voyage was stor·my and perilous, the ship without 

sufficient provisions. '11wo months were required. to reach 

Leghorn, the well-known sea town in the province of' Tuscany. 
(~) 

The visit to Leghorn was not 111-advised.. ~,he 

majo:r•ity of the Jewish leaders voted to donate a considerable 

sum to Azulai's mission* Azulai awarded them with his 

blessings)h:ls compliments, and a. two month's sojourn am.ong 
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them. When he left (1754 :>.s '1~.J\) he was honored with an 

accompaniment as far as Pisa. From Pisa, Azu.lai made h:ls 

way to 1111orenoe where he was received in the home of a 

prominent Florentine Jew, Isaac Galletti. Florence was the 

type of city Azulai liked., I:ts governmental and palatial 

residences, its beautiful gardens and natural museum 
(27) 

appealed to his esthetic and romantic sense. 

Next on the itinerary was Siena. The Jewish 

community there was small despite the fact that Siena was 

a large city. Azulai found lodging with Moses David Gal11co. 

He was impressed by the piety and the sincerity of the 
(28) 

Jewish inhabitants. After four days, he was ready to 

leave Siena 9 r.T~he Para.shah for the week was 

11 G19t thee out 0 • Azulai must ha.Ve kept tha.t in mind as he 

rode eastward through the valleys and across mountains to-

ward the Metauro River. To the discomforts of the ca.rr·iage 

was added the hostility of the natives. At the ent:ranceJ 

of' Monte San Savino, a group of craftsmen made sport of 

the J'ewish visitor by pounding on their a.nv:tls. Nor was 

his reception :ln the Jewish quarter any pleasanter., No one 

was willing to welcome him. With difficulty he gained 

lodging in a decrepf't house that was poor protection against 

the cold winds of the win:ber"' IA.t the Synagogue, Azulai 

released his wrath. 11 ·vvoe to the gene:re/'"tion whose lead.er 

The rebuke had. the d.esired 
(29) 

you are 11 , he cried to the parnas. 

effect., Azulai was invited to the pa:r:nas' home. 
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IJ.1he behavior of the Jew:i.sh inhabitants of Monte 

San Savino is understandable. Visitors were burdens in this 

poverty-stricken district. 

The Jews of Lippiano were more kind to Azulai. The 

Dell Aquila's, one of the six Jewish fam:llies of the city, 

welcomed him.. 'I1here he remained four days reading a 
J (30) 

collection of sermons that he found in his host's library. 

After this delay he hurried eastward toward the Adriatic .. 

The poor downtrodden Jews of Urbino did not detain him. 

At Pesaro, he spent; the Sabbath in the company of the 

gra:inmar:i.an poet Isaiah Aaron Roma.nin and Solomon Gentilomo. 

~{:t"ter. the Sabbath, he approached the Jews for contributions, 

but the majority refused to respond. Some promised 

donations on Azula1 9s return from Ancona. On.his way to 

Ancona, Azu1a.i stopped at Senigaglia, a port on the 
( ~'51) 

Adr:latic but here too the contributions were negligible. 

The community of Ancona was more liberal.,, Be­

friended by a rich Jew, Abraham Ha.Cohen, Azulai was intro.~ 

duced to two of An.cona's leading Jewish citizens~ Pappo 

and Bonstnior who wo111ked tirelessly in his behalf. Through 

their efforts, generous promises were obtained from the 

Italian and Sephardic congregations.. !Jike most Jewish 

communities., Ancona was divided into factions. rr.1he Ita.lian 

and Sephardic congregations were separate and antagon:tstic 
( 32) 

to each other. 
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. With the completion of his work in Ancona, Azulai 

returned to Pesaro ( 1754 - 14 Jfo ..:>). But the Jews were 

s.ti11 :tn an uncha.r1.table moodJ and unwilling ·to tarry, he 

accepted their meager donations and proceeded northward to 

Himini, Paenza, and Ferrara., rr1he last part o:f this journey 

was made on horseback on treacherous muddy roads., Late on 

the first night of Hanukkah, he arrived at the entrance of 

Ferrara. !After a. thorough investiga:tion by the custom 

officers and the payment of the customary tax, he was 

permitted to enter the city. AzuJ.ai does not s.a:y much 

concerning his stay. He was granted hospitality in the home 
a. 

of a certain Gamaliel. It was quiet visit spent in pilpuJ.ist:tc 
/\_ ( 33) 

discussions with the learned men of the city • 

.Azu1ai had a similar experience two weeks later 

at Modena.. '11here he met a number of scholars and wealthy 

men who welcomed him into their homes. Isaac Sanguinetti 

and Abraham Hazak were esp·ecia1ly hospi tabJ.e.. 11.zuJ.ai' s 

only complaint was that hls lodgings were uncomfortable. 

The most significant revelation concerning his vis:lt to 

Modena was his diffiou.lty gaining admission into it. As 

a Jew, he was at first refused entraµce and was allowed to 

enter only after he had contacted one of the leading Jews 
(34) 

of the communltye 

No such difficulty was exper:tenced in entering the 

near-by city of Regg:to, where Azulai remained a week and a 

half in the home o:f' Abraham Rava. Here Azulai had the 
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good foi-·tune of perusing certain 

in the library of Israel Basan 

Somewhat to the nort;h of 

valuable and rare books 
(35) 

/It:. 0 It.Cl ) "' 

Heggio lay Guasta.lla., 

He:t•e Azulai stopped for several days, appointed collectors 

for his chari't;y, left a money box and then proceeded up the 

river to Mantua., The Ra.bbi of the oo:mmun:lty Aaron b. Joseph 

Baruch (Rabbi of Mantua 1751-1767) ex.tended the hospitality 

of his home.. On the Sabbath Azulai was feasted 1.n the 

house of Samuel Menahem Ha.Cohen the parnas and leader of 

the community. He:r•e as elsewhere Azulal though a visitor 
? 

entered into the life of the community. He took an active 

interest in the Sabbath service and attended the funeral 

of one of the Jewish inhabitants. He remarks that Jacob 

Raphael Saraval preached in the vernacular an eulogy of 
(36) 

three hout's 1 duration. 

Verona and Padua were vis:U:;ed next., IA very 

pleasant Sabbath was passed in the latter oity in the com­

pany of J'acob J?or·b;t, called J .J 11:L,.)~~1 f'J 11 the wonder of 
(37) 

our age. 11 From Padua Azulai went by boat to Venice 

where he remained for two months. There his heart was de~ 

lighted by the discovery of a copy of Abraham b. Mordecai 

.Azulai's commentary on the Zoha.re Collection of charity 

from the Venetian Jews was not easy. Day after day Azulai 

went about the city seeking contributions, but with each 

passitig day less was accomplished and the people became 

·more adamant., Azulai was quite discourages. especially by. 

I 
I 
I 
I !1 
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the poverty that he saw among the Jews. Finally it was ex­

plained to him that due to the oppression of the government , 

no contribution could be given w:tthout the consent of the 

magistrate. At last Azulai was forced to see the authorities 

of the city, and with their consent he was able to secure 
(38) 

a considerable sum from the Jewish community. 

Venice was the last stop Azula1 had to make in Italy • 

H~s work finished there (1754 .2.. 2- 1 '' /c_ ) he set out 

for Germany. The route planned was via Padua, Verona then 

north to Trent,.. '11he journey to Padua was uneventful except 

for the passlng of a royal procession. Outs:tde of Padua, 

tAzulai d.isoovered the loss o.f a pair of valuable Teph1.lin 

and could not rest until they were retrieved by a messenger 

who found them on the way. The season of Shabuoth approaching, 

Azulai decided to remain in Verona until the passing of the 

holiday. With the completion of the holiday, he departed 

·in the direction of Tyrol. 

All in all, the journey in Italy had been a pleasant 

one. With few exceptions the visitor was warmly reueived 

and graciously treated.. Of course, the general poverty of 

the J"ews was discouraging,, especii.lly for a collector mf 

charity~ It is striking that there are infrequent references 

to men of wealth, for Azula.1 was mlwa:ya proud to note the 

rich people he met. Striking too is the difficulty whichi 

the Jew experienced in travel. At every town he was examined 

by the authorities and at their mercy for entrance. Special 
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disabilities were imposed upon the Jew to keep him bound 

to his lowly lot. 

Azulai lilted the Italian ~Tews. He ad.mired their 

piety and devotion and felt at home in their warm, mystical 

environment. He was not impressed by their scholarship, 

but it was comforting to be among Jews who obeyed the 

1:" '­minutiae of the law. Especially pleasing was affection .. 
that the Italian Jews professed for their brethren in 

Palestine. The bonds between the two were close. Azulai's 

name was well-known in Italy; his credentials arid recom-

mendations were accepted without question, all of which 

seem to indicate that there was considerable association 

between Italian and Palestinian Jewries. 

In the country that lay to the north for which 

Azulai was headed, the Jews lived under unfavorable 

conditions., "Since the Peace of Westphalia, the German 

empire had become a loose confederation of some three 

hundred independent principalities and free cities. From 

certain of these territories the Jews had long been ex-

eluded; in others their number was exceedingly small, and 

in none were they more than tolerated., During the eighteenth 

century, their residence in any part or place was not a 

matter of right, but of privilege, f'or which an annual 

protection tax was paid~ If they traveled from one prin­

cipal:tty to another or from city to city within the same 

dominion, they were subjected at every border and at the 
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gate of every town to a body-tax. In the cities, they were 

conf:lned to a circumscribed area, often consisting of one 

narrow street, in which, as in a few of the larger cities, 

sometimes as many as fj.ve hundred families were crowded 

together ••• The pr:lnc:tpal care of the government was that 

the Jewish population should be kept to a restricted number 

which should not be exceeded., •• But even the reduced f'amil:tes 

had great hardship in sustaining themselves.. The Jew was 

kept from husbandry; he could not own land; he was excluded 

from the guilds ••• Socially the Jews were thrown upon their 

own; they spoke a corrupt dialect; they were the butt of 

their Christian neighbors. When a Christian walking in the 

street met a Jew, no matter how cultured, he would ory out: 

'Jew, where are your manners?' and of:f' went the Jew's hat 
(39) 

in humble salutation., 11 

To travel in a land where the Gentiles were ex-

tremely hostile and the Jews were burdened with political 

and economic restrictions, was particularly unpleasant for 

a Jewish collector of charity. Azulai's first experiences 

in the Holy Roman .filnpire were disheartening. Desiring to 

go to Trent where Jews were not allowed, he made plans to 

reach Trent under cover of the night and to f'ind lodging 

in an obscure section of the city. But the plans went 

astray. Azulai was apprehended, brought be.for~ a city 

official, arid fined thirteen pieces of gold for his release, 
(40) 

fortunate, indeed, to escape with h:ts lit!e. 
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Azulai's .first real stop in Tyrol was Bozen. There 

he found. a small Jewish oomm:un:'l:t;y w:i.th a sy:nagogue that was 

f'requonted and supported by the Jewish vi.si tors to the fair 

of Bozen.. 31.zulai could not enjoy his stay in Bozen.. His 
(41) 

expe:rience in Trent had left hi.m "low and crushed of spirit .. " 

It soon became evident to Azulai that travel in 

Germany would be more difficult than in Italy., It was 

fo:rtunate that Azulai. had with him a Jew of Bozen who knew 

the German language. Unable to speak the vernacular, Azulai 

would have been at an extreme disadvantage in this hostile, 

Christian land, whi.ch land, iA.zu.lai. says, was marked with 

crosses about every twenty cubits. Eve1"ywhere the people 

were unfriendly., At one inn, the keeper, realizing that 

his guests were Jews, charged them. double rate. The roads 

were taxed e.t short intervals. On one occas:i.on the guard 

demanded an outrageous sum, wh:lch Azulai we.s forcecl to pay 

in order to prevent trouble. Had it not been for his 

ex.per•ienced. companion, the labyrinth of taxes and disabii:l.ties 
:( 42) 

woulhd have been too much for the sensitive Palestin:tan Habb;t* \ .. 

The dise.b1.llt1es of travel were compen'8r:tted some­

what by the beauty of the countr·ys:l.de and towns. Innsbruck: 

appealed to Azu.lai as especially beautiful. The diary records 

the.t Inns·bruck war$ the home of Meir :Landau and the merchant 

Gabriel Oppenheim* Unfortunately the notation concerning 

his visit to Innsbruck ls hasty and terse without any 
(43) 

illustrative information about the Jews of the city., 



As hE:i ·proceeded to the north, A.zulai found the J'ews 

less recepti.ve to his mission.. The leaders of the small 

Jewish community ai.t Pfersee would not accept the emissary·• s 

creden1jiala without the corroboration of the neighboring 

community of Kriegshaber. Arriving at the latter town, 

Azu.lai discovered that a messenger from Pfersee had anti-

cipated h.i.m with an unfavorable report with the consequence 

that contributions were received from neither town. Azulai's 

spirit was shaken; but the cup of trouble had not yet been 

dra1ned. At Buttenwiesen, he was depressed by the povevty 

of the Jews and Gentiles. 'l*he ugly, d.elapidated dwellings 

were not a :happy s:tght for a traveler i.n quest of lodging. 

Mean quarterJ in the inn of an impecunious .Jew were the best 
. ( 44) 

avai:j.able. 

The clima.x. of hardship was reached at Harburg. 

Taken into the home of a Jew, he had met, Azula.1. found 

himself in the company of an ur1obliging host. Azulai 
1 
s 

reli.gious feelings were outraged when the master of the 

house ate food several hours before the end of a fast day. 

When the guest asked for a lamp by which to read in his 

bed.room, he was refused. with the explanation that reading 

in bed was not the custom in thsd.i locality.. In the morni.ng 

the host went to the synagogue without Azu.lai and. when the 

latter made inquiry as th the location of. the synagogue, 

the serva.:nt;, obviously following the instructions of his 

master, refused the information and hastened Azula.1 on hi.a 
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way. Delaying a while to make 'better arrangements for travel, 

Azulai found his baggage tossed out of the house. Evidently, 

the townspeople of Harburg did not want to be bothered with 
(45) 

a PaJ.est:tnian collector. 

lb.. day later ( 1754 - 30 11 ·o) /Azulai. laid his complaint 

before the Rabbi of Ottingen.. Moved to pity by the tale of 

hardship, the Habbi furnished Azulai with a letter of 
(46) 

recommendation to the various communities of Germany. 

The newly acquired credentials had their effect. 

Rabbi Wolf of Wassertrudingen treated the visitor with great 

respect. Azulai was able to re st comfortably for the f:'Lrst 

time since he had left Italy. On the Sabbath he enjoyed 

an afternoon of p11.pul with Habbi Wolf's son-in-law, Joseph, 

a dayy~n of' the province of Ansbach, who i.s descr:1.bed as 

nsharp, expert, pious, and mod.est." When the Sabbath was 

over and Azulai turned to h:'.ts business, he was politely 

told that the communities of that district had made an 

agreement ,to refuse all requests from meshullahim. 

Azulai's persistence, however, netted a small contribution 

and a letter of recommendation. A man of less persistence 

would not have been rewarded. '11he Jews of Wassertrudingen 

must have been impressed with Azulai's forward.ness. It 

was a custom of the German communities never to lodge an 

emiss.ary and his servant in the srun.e house.. Upon Azulai 1 s 

arrival in Wassertrudingen, his servant was sent to separate 
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quarters,. but the Palestinian insisted successfully that 
(47) 

his servant remain with him. 

Near Wassertrudingen were several towns - Wittel­

shofen and Bechhofen. Azulai found a friendly parnas in 

the first town but in the second he had to deal with a 

severe parnas who would hot accept his credentials. He was 

treated with sim11ar unkindliness in Ansbach. Told that 

the principal rabbi of the community, whose consent was 

necessary for a.11 grants of charity, was v1sit:lng in a near-

by village Azulai sought him out, but to no a,"\riil., The 

Rabbi doubted Azula1 1 s authenticity. The Jews of Furth 

were likewise suspicious but after a week's solici ta.t:i.on 
(48) 

they yielded a small dona.tion. 

By the time he r•ee.ched Bamberg, Azulai' s patience 

was sorely tr•::ted; and when the Jews of that city met him 

with the same suspic:'l.ous arguments, he was seized with 

anger. In defense of his honor, he disple.yed the three 

hundred documents of recommendation that he had in his 

possession, coming fro:m. the hands of the famous Rabbis of 

Italy, Spain, and Palestine,,, and including the seal of one 

of the Ambassadors of the King of .France. Even in this 

imposing array of signatures, the Jews of Bamberg found 

a flaw: Why had only one Rabbi s:l.gned the recommendation 

from Venice~ Nevertheless the honorary display was con-
( 49) 

vincing and brought the promise of ten florins. 

The people of Ebelsbach, however, were not impressed 
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by Azulai' s aristocratic credentials., rr1urned away without 

a perutab and without an offer of hospitality, he was forced 

to seek lodging in an inn., At Hassfurt, on the otherhand, 

the Jews were well-disposed toward the Palesti.nian meshullah., 

In addition to a liberal contribution of the community, his 

host a certain Rabbi Moses presented a personal gift of 
(50) 

one florin. 

rAzulai was now following the Main river., Sohonungen, 

Schweinfurt, and N:tederverrn were all visited., At the last 

town Azulai came across a. boastful pretentious Rabbi who 

freely offered generous aid. Azulai was led to expect a 

considerable donation. He was fortunate to receive one-

fourth of' a flori.n., At Arnstein, not only did the rabbi 

of the commun:t.ty not give a personal donation, but he 
(51) 

prohibited Azulai from collecting ln the city., 

Be·bween Arnstein and Fra,rrt which was Azulai 1 a 

objective lay a number of villages. The diary records only 

complaints concerning the journey through them. 1rhungen' s 

leaders gave poor lodgi.ng. Klingenberg, Worth, Wallstadt, 

and Aschaffenburg contributed.not e.:t all. The most bitter 

complaint concerned the Jews of these localities who 

willfully gave wrong directions. Of the many villages only 

the people of Heidingsfeld treated him kindly. 

The inhospitality of the region necess:ttated higher 

expenditures for bonrd and. room; but the traveler's expense 

account computed on the understanding that the commun:tties 
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visited would sustain a great portion of the expenses, could 

not stand ·the added burden. '11he result was deprivation and 
(52) 

hardship. . 
/ .("611/~ur 

At Hanua, entrance of which had been achieved tl:nrough 

bribes, an overzealous shronash tried to force hosp5.tal1.t'y 

upon Azulai.. Said the Palestinian, 11 Let. me meet the Rabbi~ 

the Ab Beth Din.. J:t would be an insult to the land of Israel 
(53) 

if I should stay with you .. 11 Introduced to the leader 

of the community and sensing that he was not convinced of 

his genuineness, atzulai turned the conversation to the 

subject of' a scholarly book which he saw upon a table. 

Whereupon as soon as it was evident that the visitor was a 
i 

man of' 1rorah n 7 IJl /l I) Ir ~ ') '::> /J.//C.) ::> 1 the 

Atmosphere was warmed with pilpul, and wherever pllpul was 

admired, .Azulai was welcome. The three days spent in Hanau 

were en,joyable. It happened that the elders of the 

oomrnuni ty were :tnvolYed in a serious dispute and when they 

were called together to consider Azulai 1 s request, Azulai 

received copious a.l'."gument and little remuneration. ':f.1he 

visit was not a complete failure, however, for certain 

individuals opened their purses for the representative of 
( 54) 

Hebron, 

'I'here is some confusion in the diary about the 

:tt.inerary from Harmu. Azula.i states that he left Hanau for 

J\ .. l<D c) (which the editor identif1.es as Boppard) 

and having reached there proceeded to Frankfort on the Main. 
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Such a route is unnatural., Frankfort was but a few mlles 

from Hanau while Boppard was on the Rhine River about forty 
(55) 

miles past Frankfort. 

To enter Frankfort, one had to under'go a thorough 

exam:i.nation at the wharf. R.efused admission, Azula:t, leaving 

his baggage at the river and accompanied h,lf several soldiers, 

went into the city in search of Jews who might be able to 

influence t;he officials :tn his favor. By chance, he met 

such a Jew, a generous young man by the name of Wolf, who 

knew exactly what to do in such a case. The Bahur was ex-

ceedingly kind. He not only arranged for Azulai's admission, 

but payed the soldiers who had escorted !Azulai, sent for his 

baggage and found him lodging., Such hospitality was un­

usual in Germany. At the meeting place of the Jews, Azula.i 

was pleasantly received but was unable to gain their con­

fidence., The reason was pex•haps that the whole community 

was still divided by the Eybeschutz controversy. Azulai 

describes that quarrel as a 11 consuming flame 0 • Fur"l:;hermore 

according to the testimony of the diary, as a result of the 

quarre:). many of the regular Jewish of.ficials had been re-
( 56') 

placed by men unfamil:l.ar with matters of charity. The 

only recourse was to proceed to Worms to gain the confirmation 
(57) 

of' the learned Ga.on Joshua. 

It was a disagreeable jou:r•ney to Worms., The carriage 

was laden with freight and the roads were bad. !Azulai ar­

rived exhausted and ill. But to meet Rabbi Joshua Falk was 
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a pleasu1•e., His face had the appears.nee of an angel of' God, 

and what was mor0i important, he wrote a letter of recommendation 

.for· Azulai. An enjoyable Sabbath was spent :ln Joshua's 

company. After the Sahbath,:Azulai contacted the leaders 

of the corrnnunity who promlsed. to send a oer•taJ.n sum to 
(58) 

Amsterdam whither Azulai was scheduled to go. 

Du1•ing b.1.s stay, Azulai learned a great deal about 

the Jewish cornmunlty of Worms" It was an ancient conmmni ty 

with a tradition going back to the ti.me of the Second 

Te!llple - so Azulai and the people of Worms bellli<!1\ved.. In 

its early days,, it had had a synhedrion with extensive 

powers,. The city was formerly called le .J' N I c' , but was 

renamed Worms after a beast fir "'1 > II which had wr•ou.ght 

great destruction upon the inhabi.tants.. Rashi figured 
oj~ 

prominently in the tr•aditions of the community. liis pregns.nt 
A 

mother was supposed to have been saved miraculously from a 

threatening acc:ldent. .A room in one of the synagogues was 
(59) 

pointed out to Azu.la.1. as thEi room in which Rashi had studied® 

The ,Jews of Worms also told Azulai many details of 

the R'ybeschutz affai.r"' He himself' examlned several of the 

pamphlets wr:ltten in defense and in opposition. to'·the sus­

pected Rabbi. One of the pamphlets quoted a section of 

Jonathan's writings which, Azulai says, were contrary to 
" ,~ -YN~I" tc'Yf ~ • 1 c:>~ 

Rabbinic tradition /'r>1 '6 1 •1 · I 

IJ:1he whole a.ff air was to Azu.lai a \ 1 \ n I fl I t J\ ;1 ')I ~ n 
especially since the matter hEJ.d been brought 

-- -·- - _----- -~-- ----: --- --"-
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to the attention of the Christian world., whose newspapers 

claimed that 11the wise men of Israel were d:1.ffering with 

a distinguished Rabbi because he recognized that the Savior 
(60) 

had already come." 

With the recommendation of Rabbi Joshua, Azulai 

returned to Frankfort. Equipped with additional credentials 

from Verona and Vienna, which were accredited. by Gentile 

merchants of Frankfort, Azulai was accepted wholeheartedly", 

by the Jewish community. The accept~nce was so complete 

that Azulai stayed there from .:LI ? le to l'l tQ.n (1'755). 

Lod.gtng was provided in the home of a certain Jew and paid 

for by the community. On the Sabbaths and Holidays, he was 

hom.ored by aliyot and pesihot. On Succot a Rabbi Reuben 

presented him a luxur:1.ous ethrog$ Frankfort must have been 

a cultured Jewish center.. Azulai praised its learning and 

leader•s and bought a number of Hebrew books for his private 

library. One of Azulai 1 s remarks reveals that the Frank­

fort Jews were provincial. The large contributi.on which 

they donated to Hebron was at first designated for the use 
(61) 

of the Ashkenazic Jews of Palestine. 

Honored with farewell g:tf'ts of clothes and prov:tsions, 

Azula.i turned north to the cities on the Rh:lne. IA. week was 

passed in Mainz with Isaac Gundersheim. The rabbi of Bingen, 

Israel Menge burg C) 1 ~o t -Jo N impressed Azulai as a 

11 Godly mnn." ~rhe diary ha.a nothing to say concerning St. 

Goar, Koblenz, Bonn, Deutz, and Zona. The inhabitants of 
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I. 

Dusseldorf were extremely hostile. Unable to get into the 

city, Azulai prepared to spend the Sabbath in the hostel of 

a Gentile. He sent a messenger to the Rabb:t of the city 

with a request for wine for the Sabbath but he came back 

empty-handed. IA second request for a contribution was like­

wise refused. The Sabbath which began gloomily ended dis­

mally when the innkeeper made Azulai move to a smaller room 

with shattered windows. IA few days .later at Mora, Azula.1 

met another unfriendly innkeeper who cast h1.s clothes into 

the s·treet. A kinder innkeeper was met in Cleve. There 

the owner of the hostel went to the city authorities, at 

Azulai 1 s request, in order to get permission t;o house the 
( 62) 

stranger in accordance with the law. 

On 3 -..\ rC (1755) Azulai arrived at Nymwegen. 

There he lea.rned that a catastrophe had occurred in the 

home of one of his Frankfort friends, Heuben Sheir 1 .. ., le.. e 
A fire had broken out e.nd trapped his wife, daughter, end 

young wolf. Added to Azul:!ki's grlef was the thought that 

he had left three hundred florins and all his books :tn 

Reuben's possession to be forwarded to Amsterdam when he 
(63) 

received word from Azulai. 

Azulai's fears proved to be groundless. Upon hls 

arr:tval in i\msterdam, he found his books whioh had been 

sent the day before the fire. As to his money, he was 

assured i.n a lettnr from Reuben that the deposit would be 
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( 64:) 
forward as soon as circumstances permitted. Although 

he stayed in Amsterdam th1 ... ee months Azu1a1. ~l!Ja:ya very little 

about his experiences. The Jews of the city were klndly 

and cooperat1.ve. tTa.cob Nunes Henriques, Samuel Bueno de 

Mesquita, and 8amuel b., David Ximenes are applauded for 

their generous hospitality. It is evident from Azulai's 

diary that the Jewish community of Amsterdam was distinguished 

in wealth and learning. 

1rhe visit to Amsterdam was marred by two un-

pleasant incidents. One was a narrow escape from death 

when .Azulai was almost struck by a speeding carriage. The 

other concerned David b. Raphael Meldola whom Azulai had 
(65) 

met :tn 1A:mersfort. David crone to Amsterdam to distribute 

a book that he had recently written and Azula:t. discovered 

that his own collect:tons suffered as a :result. There was 

nothing Azulai could do - except; worry f but when David 

su@:gested that they tr•avel through Holland and England to ... 

gether, IA.zulai became frantic and determined to find some 

excuse to travel alone. This was accompllshed by choosing 
( 66) 

a day inconvenient for the other. 

Azulai left Amsterdam :tn the company of Isaac 

Sa.ruko. After short vis:i.ts at the Hague and Rotterdam, he 

embarked for England. In England, the Jewish settlement in 

the seventeenth century wt-i.s at f1.rst a matter of connivance. 

Though no law forbade their entrance, an-y other rites except 

those of th<'3 Church of England were illegal.. However, this 
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law wa.s no·i; str•ictly enforced and the Jews pract:tced their• 

religion :1.n. the open. By the middle of the eighteenth 

century there were two large congregations in London, the 

Bevis Marks Synagogue of the richer and larger Sephardic 

group and the 1hGreat Syne.gogue 11 of the Ashkenazim. Some 

of the wealthiest men of northern Europe belonged to the 
(67) 

Bevis Marks Congregation • 

.Arriv:i.ng at the bay of Harwich, Azula.1 found the 

E'ngl:'Lsh officials exceedingly strict. All passengers, Jews 

and Gentiles, were exami.ned carefully because war with 

France was imminent. Azulai was worried that the officials 

would find and confiscate ·the hundred-eighty gold. pieces 

which he had in his possession.. Hidden in his girdle, t;hey 
(68) 

escaped the notice of the examiners. 

Nearly all of the Jews of England lived in 'London. 

The Jews were at first suspicious of the new-comer.. Azulai 

was told that b.is mission would not be considered because 

such matters were oonr;iidered only at the winter Vaa.d. 

Azulai thundered with anger. The Jews of London were 

hypocrites~ he said: f ).-::>:) p-> IJ\ //c . Furthermore 

there was a bitter quarrel going on :mmong the Jews, every-
. ( 69) 

one slandering h:ts neighbor.. lrinally a meeting was 

arranged at which the emissary was given permission to 

collect from :1.ndividuals. No cµJununal donation would be 

given, however., IA.zulai was enabled to receive as much as 

he did through t;l1e support of .Joseph Salvador, Isaac Del 

I 
I 
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(70) 
Vali, and ;Pinchas Gomez Setra. 

After the meeting, a letter of recommendation crone 

from an important English official who had. been contacted 

by an IA.msterdam Jew. Immediately Azulai was showered with 

respect. People sent invitations and arre.nged for excurs:J.ons 

through the city. On one of these tr:tps, Azule.i saw the 

London ~~ower which impres·sed bJ.m more than the Jews of ·ton-
. ( '71) 

don. 

It was the month of Ab before Azule.1. was rEia.dy to 

leave En.gland a.n.d depart for France. Graetz gives the 

following description of the Jews in B1rance. They numbered 
II scarcely 50,,000 - almost hal:f' of whom. dwelt in IA.lsace -

under the most oppressive yoke. In Metz, the largest ••• 

only 4:20 Jewish fam.ili.es were tolerated, and in the whole 

of Lorraine only 180 and these were not allowed to in-

crease. In Paris, in spite of stringent prohibitions, a 

congregation of about five hundred persona had gathered 

(since 1'740); about as many lived in Bordeaux, the majority 

of them. of new-Christian or Portuguese descent. There were 

also some comm.uni ties :i.n the papal di.stricts of Avignon 

and Carpentras. In Carpentras there dwelt about seven 

hundred families with their own rabbinate. Those in the 

best con.dition were the Jews of Bordeaux f..l!ld the daughter 
IJ ('72) 

community of Bayonne, 

The record of 11\.zulai 1 s visit to F'rance is scanty 

and does not contain much biographical or h:i.storical data. 
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Twenty yea.1•a later on his second journey, Azulai had a great 

deal to say of Paris and the other F'rench cannnun.ities. 

Several facts a:r:•e clearly stated, however: that the Jews 

of Bordeaux and Bayom1e were in the best economic conditions, 

an.d that their brethren in the pa.pal state of Avignon lived 

under oppressive restr1.ctions. 

Paris was first on the itinerary • Upon his arrival 

there, he contacted tTacob Rodriques Pereire, the deaf mute 

Jew who could write French and Hebrew and who had been hon-

ored by the King of' F11•e.nce for his work in the field o:f sign 
(73) 

language. Through hia influence .Azulai was shown the 

city, was introduced to the Director of the Academy of Science, 

and was given the opportunity of ex.runining Hebrew books in 

the Paris Library. At the latter place, IA.zul.ai tried to 

ex.01nine the Hebrew manuscripts, but he was told that the 

manuscripts were available only one da.y a week and. if he 

would return on that day he could have the opportunity. Un­

able to see the manuscripts, Azulai obtained one of Mai-

mon:tdesJ works and reEJ,d several chapters. Paris was a 

beautiful city, Azula.i writes. The pa.laces and the gardens 
(74) 

made Paris the most beautiful city he had ever seen. 

Only a few days we1•e spent in Paris and then the 

journey was continued to Bordeaux. When Azulai arrived, the 

Jewish community was involved in a quarrel concerning the 

fitness of a cer'\;ain shochet. Recognizing the lat!l.rntng of 

their visitor, the J'ews asked Azulai to act as arbiter. 
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After a thorough examinat:ton, A.zulai pronounced the shoohet 

1 'f P 1 i1 rr f'I IN • Had he thought otherwlse he would not 

have hesltated to declare his unf:ttness. J:i1or his se1 .. vice 

Azulai received a handsome don~1t:ton and the sincere respect 
(75) 

of the community. 

Waiting ln Bordeaux until the passing of Rosh 

Hashana ( 1756) g Azulai then departed for Bayonne. The people 

of Bayonne did their best to make Azulai's 'btay pleasant,, 

They treated him with consideration, gave him a large donat:ton 

and showed him the s:tghts of the city. On one of his sight­

seeing trips, an object was pointed out as a piece of 

petr:l:Eied wood. The visitor• was unable to believe that such 

a thlng existed and suspected his friends of making sport., 

To repay them fol" their levity, he cited the ex1.atence of 
(76) 

a bird created from a tree. When the friends expressed 

skepticism, he retorted that he expected the same degree of 
(77) 

credence from them as they did from him. 

After a month's stay in Bayonne, Azulai made a 

hurried trip to Avignon, the papal dominion. Not many Jews 

lived. in towns and v:tllages between Bayonne and Avignon. 

In the latter dominion, the Jews were discont;ented w:tth the 

papal rule, but they did not allow their restricted political 

and economic rights to affect their hospitality.. Azulai 

was we11 ... received and amply remunerated.. In the near-by 

cities of atarpentras and Lille, Azulai was met with the 

same oordial:tty. Carpentras, says Azulai~ was a town rlch 
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in scholarship. 1l1he Jewish community of Cavaillc.'.hn d:i.f.fered 

somewhat from the neighboring communities in that their 

Sephardic customs were modified by ce:r:tain innovations* 

Their Mahzor, Azulai noted, oonta:tned p:lyyutim from .,. .JUc.d 

f 
< (78) 

l '"" . 
From Ca.vaD.lon, Azu1a1 returned to IA.v:i.gnon. 'I1hel'"'e 

he witnessed a catastrophe. The swollen Rhone overflowed 

and inundated the city, even reaching the Jew:i.sh section 

wb.ich was situated on a hill. The nervous Azule.i reveals 

his fears for his own. safety as he recounts the heavy loss 
(79) 

of life and property. 

The entries :tn the diary now become sketchy. Azula.i, 

on his we:y· back to Palestine, tells little of his experiences(t 

The first part of the ,journey took him through the mountain 

approaches o.f Upper Italy.. The only incident Azulai records 

was the taunting wh:lch he received f'rom a group of Gentiles 
(80) 

at Cuneo. 

At '11urin the friendly tTewish community honored thei:r• 

visitor by introducing him to.the Royal Court. Tur:ln had 

a good library where .Azulai fom1d several Jewish philosoph:i.ca.l 
( 81) 

works that aroused his interest. 

Two months were spent at Turin and then the journey 

was continued through. Vercelli, Casa.le di Monfer:rato, Ales­

sandr:ta, to Genoa. It was nlce to be in Italy again.. Every­

where the Jews were friendly and anxious to please the 

traveler. When he en.countered d:lffieult;y over the tax. 
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demanded for admission to Casale di Monferrato, the Jews of 

the city came to his ti:ld., Sabbati Del Vecchio was singled 
(82) 

out as one of the important personages of the community. 
(83) 

Vitali Della Torre was Azulai 1 s host at Alessandria .. 

After two weeks at Genoa, Azulai left for Leghorn$ 

A stringent examination was demanded before entry. Of this 

Azulai had but lit"tle fear. His prime worry was lest he 

should meet Jew:tsh acquaintances before he had the opportunity 

of acquiring fresh garments to replace his worn ones. Azulai 

records that he was able to avoid any embarrassing encounters. 

Leghorn was a favorite city of the Palestinian. There he 

rema:J.ned a year and a half (until 1757 / •·c:::J) as the guest of 

Michael Ferara de J..ieon. The diary contains little in regard 

to his experiences at Leghorn. Presumably he was occupied 

with the wrlting and publication of his book ~ ~ I.. I lr ~ 
(84) 

which he says he published in Leghorn. 

Constantinople lay next on the itinerary. 1.rhe best 

route of travel was by boat around Sicily to the !Arcipelago .. 

Because of unsettled political conditions, Azulai 1 s boat 

was stopped near Smyrna and each passenger was examined. 

Fortunately, IAzula.i's money was overlooked,. Constantinople 
(85) 

was reached without further difficulty. 

Constantinople was an interesting c:tty. Its mag ... 

nificent churches and palaces were,for Azulai, unparalleled 

in architectural beauty. It was further distinguished by 

its ancient cemeteries and the great reservoir which Mahmud I 
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had built in 1732. Azulai had come to Constantinople at a 

fo:r.•tunate time. The Sultan Uthman had just died and was to 

be succeeded by Mustafa III, the son of Ahmed III.. Azulai 

followed w:tth great interest the pomp and ceremony with which 
(86) 

the new Sultan was in1.tiated .. 

Not m.u.ch is said concerning the Jewish community 

of Constantinople.. In the eighteenth century the relig1ous, 

political, econom:tc, and literary condition of the tTews of 

Constantinople was at a low ebb. The Jewish Encyclopedia 

s·ta.tes that during the eighteenth and nineteenth century 
(87) 

the community could not boast of a single Jew of impd>rtanoe. 
i,·' 

It is not surprising therefore that Azulai passes over the i ·; 

community with slight interest. 

Azulai boarded a boat for Jerusalem the first week 

of Adar Sheni (1757) ® IJ~he tr:tp was unevent.f'ul, except for 

a brief storm that threatened to endanger the ship. J"affa 

was safely reached, however; whence Azulai proceeded to 

Rarnleh and. then Jerusalem. Upon his arrival he blessed God 
(88) 

for his great goodness in effecting his safe return. .. 

The next entry is dated Sh'Vat seven years later 

(1764) .. Herein and in a few following entries are contained 

pl~s for a journey to Constantinople which did not materialize 
(89) 

because of difficult political conditlons .. 



CHAPTER IV - ~[1 RAVELS 1773-1779 

At the age of forty-nine, Azulai left his native 

soil never to return. Again as the collector for Hebron 

he set out to visit ·the cities of nOl"thern Africa and Europe. 

Much o:r the route had been traversed on the first journey, 

but the diary reveals a different; person. Twenty y·ears had 

passed since he was first chosen the Hebron emissavy. Now 

he was at the a.ge when he was beset with worry about his 

health and the welfare of his grown children. Little 

things trou'bled him. He becrone garrulous and devoted much 

space to ins:l.g~nificant matters. He became sure of himself .. 

He welcomed opportunit;ies to express his views in the pulpit. 

Above all, he became exceedingly superstitious and looked 

upon h.imself e.s possessing miraculo.u-s powers of healing. 

rrhe diary of his second journey is a better source of in­

formation than the earlier record, for the Azulai at middle­

age wrote in greater detail than he did as a young man. 

As on his first ,iourney, Azulai went f:i.rst to 

Egypt0 There was trouble making arrangements for the care.van, 

because of the political unrest that prevailed among the Arabs .. 

One th:tng is evident from the star"t. Azulai had not changed 

religiously. He was still piously inte.nt upon observing 

the minutiae of the law. At a half-mile from El-A:r•ish he 

separated himself from the caravan in order that he might 

observe the Sabbath rest. In the meantime the caravan 
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traveled onward, .Azula.i hop~.ng to overtake it by bu.r:r·ied. 

travel Saturday nigh.t. On the Sabbath, Azulai was molested 

by a band of Arabs who demanded a sum of money.. Azula.i 

would not pay them on the Sabbath; persuaded them to wait 

until the n1.ght at wh:tch time he yielded to their demands .. 

When the sun set, A.zulai hurr1.ed to overtake the caravan .. 

After an eight hour ride in a downpour of rain, h.e f:1.nally 

came upon it, but it was just breaking camp to resume :tts 

journey. Azulai. was exhausted and unable to continue and 

was forced to stay behind again. Not until a day later at 
(90) 

Catieh, did he join the caravan. 

The diary becomes defective at this point.. The 

next entry relates the celebration of Passover in the home 

of a certain rich Jew, Samuel.. F111on1 the following entri.es 

it is learned that Azulai was in 1A.lexandr:l.a, waiting fox' 

favorable conditions under which to set out for Leghorn .. 

Russia and Turkey were at war and Hussien ships in the 

Mediter•ranean waters made travel to Italy impossible. 

Azulai. wanted to leave Alexandri.a urgently.. His host Samuel 

wa.s exper1.encing a· series of m:lsf'ortunes. Firs·t his two 

granddaughters took 111 and after they recovered the grand.­

father was laid low with a serious sickness. Azulai suffered 

with the rest of the household. He p:r•ayed for the sick and 

assumed many of Samuel's burdens. But soon he became be-

wildered and had to find a we.y to leave. Learning tri.a.t it 

"·--~-~---- -- --=--) ', 
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was saf'e to go to '11unis whence. a boat could be taken to IJeg­

horn, Azulai booked passage for Tunis. ( l rr73 ..2'2. & 11'1 ..A) 

rr'he round-about way to Italy neoessitf:i..ted. a greater expen­

diture than Azulai had ant;ic1pated. He therefore had to 

borrow money from a r:i.ch Alexandrian Jew., On board ship, 

uulai encountered difficulty in fulfj_Jling his religious 

observances., The unscrupulous captain forbad the use of 

r ,<i., J\),G..., .. water for ,, a.\..s e. result for a whole week 

Azulai was reduced to eating less than /'~ N i1 J\ :)')~ ) I lf • f ., 

Troubled further by the thought of meeting Hussian warships 

and fr:l.ghtened when water had to l:)e bai.led out of the 

weather-worn boat~ Azulai turned to the Torah to reli.eve 
(91) . 

his anxious mind., 

At last the port of Susa was reached 

Unable to leave the shlp until permission was received from 

the government of Tun1.s, Azulai sent a message to the Jews 

of Susa requesting food., The Jewish cornmun:tty prompit.ly 

complied. Four days later the release arrived from the 

rrunis a.uthori ties. The first Jew JA.zulai met in Susa was 

Solomon Uzan, an. indigent scholar.. tA.zulai refused his offer 

of hospitali't;y in preference for the home of a ri.cher Jew. 

Solomon :r•esented the visitor's conduct and informed him of 

his displeasure. Azu.lai was unmoved. Moreover he &:td not 

like the way food was prepared in that part of the country 
( 92) 

and after a week's stay proceeded to Tunis. 

Tunis had a large J'ewisb. community which was dis-
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tinguished by an e.bundance of scholars.., Azulai spent many 

afternoons conversi.ng with the learned men o:n matters of 

hale.cha. Abra.ham Teib, a TalmucH.c commentator whom Azula:t 

calls the greatest I'i:lbbi of the generation and Isaao 
{93) 

Lombr•oso lived in Tunis. Of the first tAzulai says that 

it was due to his influence that the study of the Tosfot 

was introduced j.n Tun:ts. Before his day only the Gema.rah 
{94) 

and Rashi were studied. 

In his stay at rr1unis, Azulai reveals two traits 

of character. He has now become the inveterate Oabalist 
' 

who performs all the fl -g I J--< ~ as :tlreao1•:tbed by Isaac 

Luria. Tunis contained many Caba.lists$ a group of which 

on one occasion accused Azulai of inexpertness in the 

Cabala. The visitor finally convinced them of his proficiency. 

In Tunis Azulai was able to secure a list of Caba:J,:tatio 

formula.a. Many of the rabbis were mystically inclined and 

injected .myst:lea.L interpretations into their sbholarly works. 

Azulai was inforrned of a work of this nature and borrowed 
(95) 

it for his own use. 

The second trait which Azulai revealed was his 

intellectual sharpness., The people of Tun.is, as the people 

of the other communities which he visited, recognized and 

complimented the ease with which he discussed. halach:to 
{96) 

questions. 

!Azulai had :i.ntend.ed to i:1tay in Tunis only until 

the passing of the fe.11 holidays ( 1774); but his ft•iendly 
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hosts would not allow hiin to leave. Passover was gone be­

for•e he was able to depart., Azula.:l thoroughly enjoyed the 

visit. Everywhere he was warmly received and f'avo:r.ed with 

generous dona:bions. '11his was to be expected for since the 

beginning of the eighteenth century the political and econ­

omic status of the 1runisian Jews had improved steadily due 

to the in.creasing j.nfluence of the pol:l.tice.1 a.gents of the 

European. powers who while seeking to roneliorate the conditions 

of the Christian residents had" to uphold also the cause of 

the Jews whom Moslem legislation cla.ssed with the Christians., 

Azulai noted with interest the lnfluence of' Ca.id Solomon 

Nataf at the cou:rt. We are told much concerning Ca.id Nataf 

who is· described as the wealthy, powerful representative 
(97) 

The only unpleasant aspect o.f i:eu:n.:iB wi:i.s the etiquette 

of the Jews. Men and women went about barefoot. At the 

table, the diners did not hesitate to touch their feet and 

swallow their food gluttonly. Particularly disconcerting 

was their habit of smok:tri,g and spitting indiscrlm:lnately 

at the table., ti\zulai was also annoyed by the levity of the 

women who would grasp and kiss the skirts of his garments 

walked through the streets. He remarked to his hosts 
6 (98) I. ) (c, 711 was a lost a.rt in their country .. 

as he 

that 

From the diary we learn a few religj_ous customs of 

the 1l1unisian Jews" At the Passover Seder there was a 

ceremony of pass:lng the matzah plate three times above the 

heads of the assembled. Women, we are ·t;old, sat at a special 
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(99) 
table beside the men. We are also informed that the people 

called Scriptures /c.. ,.,, (fl fc"' , no reason o.ther than 
(100) 

tradition offered in explanation. 

Much of the time at Tunis was spent in work1_ng on 

a book which was later publlshed under the name f 01 1 ')')Cl. 

It was surprising that Azulai wa.s able to work) f'or in the 

month of Adar he received the news of his wife's death in 

Palestine~ Azulai kept this fact a secret. Afraid that h~s 

well-wishing friends would force him to marr•y, he mourned 

privately and did not reveal his secret until he arrived in 
(101) 

Leghorn two months later. 

On 17 7", /G 17,.14, Azulai reached Leghorn, which 

was the home of his married daughter Sarah. Azulai 1 s ma:tn 

task in Leghorn was the publicati.on of ? 0 ,., , ) ")? " 

'11his involved. tb.e ra:lsing of funds .for the printing and the 

securing from the 1,eghorn Jewish community the right of 

publication. Permission was obtained w:l.thout d:lff:tcult:y-, 

but the ra:i.s:i.ng of funds was not ea.sy. It was the month 
(102) 

of' Ab before Azulai was ref::\dY to continue his travels .. 

Pisa was vis:i.ted fir'st.. On his trip to Eur•ope 

twenty ',years before, Azulai had not stayed long at Pisa; but 

this time he remained almost three months (until /'~I) 1?75) 

because of' a rfiport of' certain oppressive papal decrees. 

Plsa was dist5.nguish<-)d b-y· the 'l1orre rrue:rta, the Plaza de 

Oaval:ter1i, and ~Lt s salubr•lous water which was sold far and 

wide.. Azula:l. relates that outs:lde of Pisa on the way to 

II 
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S1.ena, he aaw a 11ma.cohina ru:tnata. 11 , wh1ch was a t;errif'y:i.ng 
(103) 

military machine. 

The people of S:tena insulted Azulai by the small­

ness of their contrlbut:tons. Five piezas e.nd the additioneJ. 

five granted ai: Azula:t 1 s ob,iections failed to satisfy. the 

compla:tn:lng collectox•. At Florence he was favored with 

comfortable a.ccomodat1.ons, but dlfficulties arose when he 

was refused permission to collect from the :individuals of 

the comrauni ty .. Not content w:tth the communal donatlon, he 
(104) 

persisted until he was allowed to seek individual contr:tbut:tons .. 

Prom ,,_, 1( o.:> to .5 J\ c C ti.zula:t traveled back 

and forth between Florence, Pisa, and Leghorn visiting his 

daughter and supervising the publication of ~ 01) , :> ">? e 

The next few months he rem.air1ed in Leghorn study:i.ng night 

and day. The diary records that during this per1.od he was 
(105) 

honored as a Sandik and having a child named in his honor .. 

From J.,,eghorn, he went to Pesaro, Sen.igallia, and 

Ancona on the Adriatic. J:i1rom Azulni ts account of these 

travels, we learn that.the Jews of Faenza were not allowed 

to leave their premises on a Christi an holiday. At; Ancona, 

Pinchas ha.Cohen, a rich Jew, was involved in trouble with 

Cardinal Bufalini Giovanni Ottavio. r:L
1he Jewish communJ.ty 

refused to deal with the Palestin:l.f.l:n emissary until the fate 

of Pinchas was decided, From the account it appears that 

the wel:fare of the commun1.ty was bound with the fate of Plnchas. 

Fortunately a favorable decision was rendered and Azulai 
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was able to secure a donation. Whj.J.e in Ancona Azula.1 took 

upon himself the task of settling a long standing quarrel 

that had divided the community for twelve years. Many at­

tempts had been ma.de to bring peace - all unsuccess:f'ul; but 

Azulai 1 s strong will could not be opposed. and the breach 
(106) 

was healed, 

Almost nlne months were passed in Ancona (1776),. 

Azulai records how he was occupied. Moa·t of the day would 

be devoted to study with frequent interruptions to render 

decisions on religious and Talmudic problems. Sabbath 

mornings he would rise early and review certain ha.la.chic 

facts which he needed for his discussions with the learned 

men after the services. Azulai prided himself on the many 

f I f?I 1 • M Which he brought to the attention Of his l:J.stenerS e 

I;n ..fl r C the Ancona community was d:tsturbed 

by an unhappy affair. Certain Jews dissatisfied w:tth the 

provisions of a will had appealed to the Pope for redress. 

When ·the Pope sustained the original grant, the whole com­

munity including Azulai was relieved.· 

There are not• many entries concern:lng the last few 

months in Ancona. Azulai was enjoy:t.ng himself and notes 

nothing of particular interest.. On ci'.. 1 "k amid great; honor, 
(107) 

he departed for Senigallia.. 

Many things were accompli.shed ~n the day and a half 

spent in Senigallia. All of the details for the collection 

of charity for Hebron were arranged and peace was effected 
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(108) 
between two quarreling Jews. 

In the next week, Azula.i visited Pesaro, Rimini, 

Cesena and Lugo. At Pesar•o he performed the cer·emony o.f /' ... il«D 

I~ n 
nicel:y· .. 

• Rimini' s small Jew:l.sh colllltl.uni ty treated him 
(109) 

Also friendly was the larger community of Lugo. 

Ferrara was next on the itinerary. There .Azulai 
,; 

stayed two months in the home of Jacob 1\ILi.ner•b:t. I,ittle of 

significance is recorded concerning F1errara. It is stated 

that the Pope and Cardinal Borghese were invi:bed to settle 

a dispute that threa.tened to disrupt the Jewish comm.unity. 

JA report ca.me to .Azula:t from Mantua that a house had col ... 

lapsed upon a wedding party killing sixty-five people in­

cluding the bride. One of the outstanding events of' the 

visit was the royal procession in honor of Archduke Ferdinand 

of !Austria. Azulai was not well a great port:lon of the time, 

but despite his illness he managed. to play the pa.1"t of a 

Shadchan, procuring an oath from bahur Abraham Bianchini·, 

tha:b ·he would marry within six months. Included among the 

visitor's accomplishment;s was another successful attempt air 

. conciliation: Two Jews promised to forget their differences 
(110) 

at his request. 

As soon as he felt well enough, Azula:t went on to 

Mantua (,.a_'f ,j/tJV'I 1776). There, he said~ the Jews were en­

gaged in constant discussions of Midrash and Talmud :tn the:tr 

homes and synagogues.. J"acob Saraval, a res:tdent of the 

community, showed .A.zulai a prize possession: a Holy Scriptures 
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and lVIishna with a Latin translatj.on. There were many sights 

to see in Mantua.. At the Palacio there were the images, 

statues, and the 11 Eco 11 chro:nbefl where a whisper in one corner 

could be b.eard in another. Mantua was an :J.ndustrial city., 

It had a paper factory which was run by water power, a clothing 

factory, and a hemp factory. A.zu.lai was fascinated b·y· the 
(111) 

dlpping and twining of' the hemp. 

Azulai records that Ab 29 was a local fast day Which 
(112) 

he observed with the rest of the Jew:i .. sh community• 

Verona was visited after Mantua. Most of Azulai's 

comments concern the n.Arenatt~ a large field surrounded by 

sufficient steps to accommodate 72,000 people. Nothing is 

said of the J'ew:tsh community at Verona except that Azula:i. 
(113) 

had difficulty in completing his mission there. 

Of Padua the city visited next, it is sa.:l.d that it 

was distinguished by an important medical school. Azulai 

was given the opportunity to see its zoological collections 
(114) 

and lecture rooms. 

The New Year ( 1 '>eJl 1777) was now approachi.ng and 

Azulai hurried on in order to spend the holidays in Venicec 

The notes concerning Venice read l:tke modern tourist 11 tar ature., 

They de E1cri be the Plaza San Marco, the Hi al to, the Ban.co 

del Giro, the arsenal, end the librli'!.ry\1) At the Plaza San 

M[{rco, Azula:l. marvelled at the many stores teeming w:tth f:tne 

merchandise, fruits, and food. 1I1he Plaza Bar.1 Marco, says 

the diary, was merely one of the hund:r•ed ms.r•k:et places of 

---- ---- ---- ~-==--~-
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Venice 0 Another att1~act:i.on of Ven:tce was :lts famous pub-
··· ( 115) 

lishlng house founded in the year 1550. 

Azula1 1 s relations with the Jewish ooromunl.ty were, 

on the whole, fr1.endly despite his somewhat overbearing be­

hav~.o:r. azula.i :i:•emarks that he spent the :een days of 

Pen:ttenoe His loneliness is 

understandable for he would not go vis:lting on his own ac-· 

co:r•d but waited for special invitations from the rlch Jews. 

Nevertheless after the fh•st week, he reeeived kindly tree t-

ment and generous donations.. He was honored. as a Sandlk 
( 116) 

and with privileges in the homes and in the synagogues. 

It was the end of_]\ a C before Azulai was ready to 

leav·e. Hi.a got'tl was now 'l1r•1este on the other side of the 

Adriatic. Azulai chose the land route., Winter snows ham-

pered the journey and extra horses had to be hi.reda Prequent 

stops were necessary at innFJ which took advantage of the 

hazardous weather to 1ncrease their rates.. Furthermore 

'I'riests lay in the Hapsburg dominions whicf.l demanded hlgh 

tolls at the border. 

Many cities were passed on the way. Azulai mentions 

the Jewish connnuni ty of Oonegliano which responded generously 

to his request f'or char:i.ty. At Grad.lsca lodgi.ng was found 

in the home of Samuel Morpurga. 1J!he .'.fews of Gradisca, we 

are told, called the Scriptures rather than 

fl fil""' because o:r the proh:.i.bi tion to use the full nen:te 

of God in the Galuth. Gori.zi.a also had a J'ewish community, 

~· I·· 
,I 

Ii 
:I; 



- 50 -

(117) 
to which Azulai refers casually,. 

At Tr:leste, iAzulai encountered unexpected oppos1 t:i.on 

from a Viennese solicitor. Bid.lng b:l.s t:lme until his com­

petitor left, Azulai contented himself with social visits 

with the leaders of the community .. On one occasion, Azulai 

says, the leade:r>s sent a litter to convey him to the synagogue. 

With the departure of his r:tval, JAzula:t completed his business. 
' ' (118) 

dealings satisfactorily, 

1l1he way was now retraced to ·venioe. iA short stop 

wa.s made at Gradisoa to warn the Sews that their shoohet 

David Morpurga was not qualified to function in that capacity .. 

After he left Gradisc.a, Azula:i. began to worry about the h:i.gh 

r·ive:r•s swollen with the win.ter snows, and the tolls at the 

Venitian border. To his relief, the fords were crossed with­

out accid.en·t and the entrance into the territol"Y of Venice 

from the imperial country was made with little cost and 

delay. After a two day stay with the one Jewish family of 

Chavres a town near Udine, Azulai :returned to Ven:t.ce( I<\ I~(, 

11 11 ). 

A few weeks later traveling was resumed this time 

to the southwest, through Polesi.ne ·and Ferrara to Modena. 

At every border the traveler was questioned but allowed to 

pass without any delay. The city of Modena was reached at 

night and was closed to all comers. Fortunately, one of 

Azulai's compan:i.ons was an acquaintance of a city official 

whose influence secured t.heir- adm:tssion. Ins:i.de the city, 

I 

I I 
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Azulai w<:mt to an inn but a wealthy Jew came there im-

mediately and took Azulai to h:ls home. This was the begin­

ning of a pleasant v:ts:tt in the company of the distinguished 

Jews of Modena, who showered their guest with contributions 
(119) 

and personal glfts. 

After Passover Azulai went to Reggio, Guastalla 

and Mantua. At the last o:i.ty he met one of those' tribe of 

people who always caused him trouble - a collector of charity® 

'rhis time an argument ensued, not over their trade but a 

point of pilpul. The real cause was, perhaps, his indigesti.on0 

Azula.i was not well. Every time he would sit down to eat 

he would have to turn away.. Throughout the month of Iyyar 

the diary pictures a man too sick to appreciate the many 

.kindnesses of the people. On the twenty=fourth of the month 

he was sufficiently recovered to deliver an hour sermon in 
(120) 

the synagogue., 

r11he next day Azulai returned. to Guasta.lla. J.n the 

home of rich Joshua Cohen, he became acqualnted with thr•ee 

boolcs ! f , s ' ~ n e y 1 a commentary on the 'I.1orah; 7/ff/t! 

and a 
,,_,, ~~i1 composed by Mahallel Hallelujah, Rabbi 

(121) 
of Ancona. 

The small community of Bresoello was visited next. 

Azulai d:i.d not stay long, but after his departure, a short 

distance outside the city his carr1.age broke down and it 

was necessary to return to BrescellG. This occasioned a 

delay that caused considerable anxiety. Azulai did not want 
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to spend the approaching Shabuoth in the small town, but 

there was no alternative especially when he heard that the 
(122) 

:river Taro which he had to cross he.d flooded :lts banks .. 

After Shabuoth, Azulai set out fo:r> Genoa. The :rains 

made traveling difficult; the :roads were muddy and the rivers 

were high. While fording one of the r:tve:rs, the horses be­

c:ro:n.e stubborn and refused to move. Azulai and his party 

were stranded in mid-streron until a group of Gentiles spied 

, tnem from the banks and rescued. them. Outside of Novi the 

travelers had to leave their carriages and climb a hi.gh moun­

tain by foot. Azulai records that in addition to the natural 

elements, he had to contend with the host;ili ty of the inns. 

After being refused at one inn at Tortona, .Azulai went to 

anothe1 ... where he endured. ridicule at the hands of a group 
. ( 123) 

of officers. 

Moses Puah extended hospitality to Azulai at Genoa. 

Despite Genoa's apparent wealth -one Jew showed Azulai a 

large collection of diamonds and sapphi.re1s - .Azulai ex­

perienced difficulty in his collections twelve days were 

required to complete h:ts work. Thereupon Azulai proceeded 

by boat to 14:tce. '!'he sea was stormy and aroused Azulai' s 

fears, but the port was :reached Sf!fely.. The people of N:tce 

did not respond readily to the request for charity. Sever al 
(124) 

meetings were required before satisfactory terms were ma.de. 

Nice was ·the la.st stop in Italy.. Unlike his first 

trip to Europe, Azula.1 proceeded to France instead of Germany. 
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He had experienced. too much har•dsh:i.p :tn Germany to attempt 

a second trip. 

rrhe venture :I.nto France did not begin auspic:i.ously. 

First an accident occurred on the river boat which Azulai 

boarded and his clothes and provisions were soaked. At the 

French border after the customary delay for inspect:i.on, a 

carrlage was hired wh:i.ch broke down after a two hour ride. 

IA new carriage had to be brought from a lTif)a:r>-by city. When 

the journey· was finally :r•esumed, progress was slow because 

of the mountainous ter:r•a:ln. Azulai remarks that the roads 

lay through lonely forests infies·ted with robbers. Civilization 

was reached at B:rignole, but lodging could not be obtained 

and Azulai was forced to push onward to Aixe :From there it 

was but a. day's journey to Avignone In Avignon, Azulai was 

received by Isaac de Monteaux .. Azulai moticed certain dif-· 

f'erences in the customs a.nd prayers of the Avignon Jews .. 

Their p:reee1'l.tDr was dressed :J.n a white shirt.. The congregation 

was unusually reapons:tve in p:t•ayer and would shout the prayers 

and bless:lngs. ·After t;he Sabbath service the members of the 

congregation went to the home of a woman who had given b:lrth 

to a son and performed a ceremony wh1.ch involved taking the 
(125) 

son from the mother and placing it into the cradlee 

His work unf:tnished in Av:lgnon, Azulai nevertheless 

went to Carpentr·as where some d1.ff .. w.oul;tt·y was experiencea in 

enter:tng the city. He completed h:ts arrangements there mn.d 
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then returned to Avignon. The people would still not give 

as much as he wanted. Meeting after meeting was held till 
(126) 

at length Azulai had to leave the c:'l.ty dissatisfied., 

The Jews of Cavaillon were more generous., Azulai 

describes their synagogue. 1:Phe men prayed upstairs while 

the women assembled in the cellar, led by a male chazan in 

the vernacular.. Oavaillon had e. small but noisy Jewish 

com:mun.i ty. The streets were~ filled with the chatter of the 

women and ch:lldren. A.zulai did not hes:l.tate to reprove the~ir 
( 127) 

unseemly conduct. 

Dur•ing the nex.t few weeks visits were :mgain ma.de 

to Carpentras end !Avignon, and then Azulai left for Nimes. 

Nimes was an ancient city with Roman palaces and memorable 

landmarks. Little is sa:ld of the Jews of t;he city. In the 

same. manner the ancient Jew:lsh community of Lunel is passed 

over·, but of Montpellier Azulai says that the peop~.e were 

p 1 '13 {'J'I' and p· '1, I f'J n who were not careful 1.n ob­
( 128) 

serving the J\? Q p In J) • 

From Montpe111er, he turned 'south to Narbonne. 

After a successful day there, he proceeded across southern 

F-rance to 1:roulouse. At the entrance of rroulouse the city 

authorities opened his baggage and questioned him closely 

before allowing him to enter. The Jews of Toulouse were 

poor, says Azula.i. He refrained from eat1ng meat there be­

cause he suspected a oerte.in shochet of inexpertness. On 

the Sabbath, he led the m:1.nyan in prayer and gave them a 
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long add.r•ess. He rel'llarks that Toulouse like all the Frenoh 

c1:t;les in contrast to the Italian cities was devoid of beauty, 
(129) 

despite the fact that :i.t was the capital of Languedoc. 

From Toulouse Azu.lai ventured into the rural countr:tes 

of Armagnac and Bigarre, pas sing through IJ' Isle J"ourdain, 

Gimont, Auch, Miranda, Pau, and ~~1 arbes. AzuJ.a:l calls thecr:t;l 

towns .. 111he f'lr~t; reference to a Jewish 

community concerns seven indigent fam:tlies of Peyrehorade. 

St. Esprit had a large Jew:tsh population many of them people 

of means. The majority complained of poverty, however, and 

p:r•otested. that the visitor was a burden upon the community. 

As a result the collections were meagre even after considerable 

exertion. 

1l1he learned men of St. E~pi:"':lt liked philosophical 

discussions. One Sabbath afternoon, Azulai was questioned 

in :regard to the natu:r.e of the soul, reward, and punisbment. 

Azulai reme.rks that he did well in his answers. On another 

occasion the conversation turned to the metemorphosis of 
(130) 

the soul. 

On the firf.~t of Heshvan 1778, Azulai departed for 

Bordeaux.. IA number df villages were passed before Bordeaux 

was reached five days later.. Lodging was arranged in a 

public inn but Azulai oompla1.ned to the Gabai of one of the 

congregations that his quarters wer•e cramped and near the 

kitchens The kindly man thereupon found him a room in the 

home of Daniel Astruk, which service no doubt prompted 

-------·---~--~-"- -~--~-~-~--~ 
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Azulai to call the Gabai a 11philosophe:r 11 and 11 ga.onit•1 ., 

IA.zula.i was well treated., On the Sabbath he was 

hono:r•ed w:lth 11pes1cha 11 by a congregat:i.on that met on the 

top story of a public inn. He was appointed to exronine the 

children. of the Hebrew school and was astonished with the 

discovery that the children were taught 011ly Bible. 

Bordeaux had several congregations , - the Sephardic 

and the Avignonese. iA promi.nent member of the latter was 

Jacob Azias w:ho had come from Amsterdam. The best known 

Jew of the community was the wealthy Abraham Gradis. He was 
(131) 

known for his acts of philanthropy to Jews and Gentiles. 

He was one of the minim who did not believe in the Oral J~aw 

and failed. to keep the dietary laws. Despite his religi.ous 

lax:tty, Azulai paid him a visit,, While they were engaged 

in conversation, they were interrupted by a priest who brought 

a conf'ession :f.'rom a certa.1.n Gentile who had stolen money 

from Abraham and now wished to return it.. Abraham authorized 

the priest to divide the money among the poor of his parish .. 

In his conversation with Azulai, Abraham :reveals that he 

owned important business interests ln America which had been 

obtained from a noble unable to pay his debt. 

Bordeaux seemed ·bo have many men lax in the observ·ance 

of the Oral Law.. Three such men were Jacob A~evedo and his 

two sons. Azulai treated them curtly because he heard they 

had "profaned the Sabbath publi.cly .. 11 

Prom Abraham Grad1.s, Azulai brought back an a.pprova.1 
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of his mission. But opposition still remained.. rrhe greatest 

objector was Solomon Lupis, who :Ls called a fa'"~? and 

whose wife is defamed with the description that she never 

took a r:l.tual bath.. Finally the community issued an ultimatum. 

uEither accept the donation or receive nothing." Azulai 

yielded reluctantly. 

Before Azulai was ready to leave several incidents 

of interest occurred. He attended a Jewish wedding where 

the majority of guests were important Gentiles of the city. 

An amusing :tnoident took place when Azulai visited a 1J ewish 

family and was turned away by a complaining wife. Later the 

husband came to :::-iee Azulai and offered a generous donation. 

IA.zulai performed an act of service for the community. Members 

of the Avignonese congregation asked his aid in seeking the 

return of their former Gab1:1.:I. who had departed because of a 

certain dissatisfaction. Azulai,the peace-maker, restored 
( 132) 

the Gabal to his position. 

Preparations were made to depart for Paris on the 

second of Kislev but a downpour of rain brought a delay. 

Said the God-fearing !Azulai 'J\? ,G \ ,, ... ;1 ~ ~ 'J) nG Cl 
r;, fJ ,G~ . 

i1 ? .:>""" )"' I .) • Five days later Azulai bid adieu 

to h:ts friends at Bordeaux. and headed north. Poi tiers was 

the first big city on the way. There Ll\.zula.1 stopped at a 

public inn e.nd contacted several Jews of the co:mmun:tty., A 

minyan was assembled in the inn and a. service was held, iA.zulai 

functioning as the precentor and pre~rnher~ After a few 
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hours at Poitiers, Azulai hurried on to Chatellerault where 

he wrangled with the innkeeper over the price of a room., 

The remainder of the journey from Chatellerault to Paris wi:.ts 

very uncomfortable. The weather• was biting cold and in order 

to make progress Azu1ai traveled from early morning to late 

night., 1l1ired and chilled Azula.i would seek shelter in the 

inns of the villages,. but invar1.ably the rates would be high 

and an argument would ensue and AzuJ.ai would spend a. sleep­

less night worrying about his ex.pend1tures. The diary at 
(133) 

th1.s point is a chronicle of complaint. 

Paris was reached on the twenty-second of the month. 

Azulai sought out David Ne.kit who had arranged for his lodging. 

Azulai describes Paris as a city with a population of one 

million, f'if'teen miles in cir1cumfEn'ence with 950 streets. 

A large bridge spanned the river Seine., Across it men a.rd 

women crnuld be seen walking at any hour of the day or n:tght. 

Paris' only blot was its 50,000 harlots. The J"ewish eommunity 

made up of Ashkenazim, Portuguese from Bordeaux, and .Avignonese, 

lived :i.n prosperity and peace., 1rhere were some congregations, 

Azulai says, :1.n which prayer was o:f:'fered the whole day of 

Sabbath. There was no settled Jewish eo:mm.unity :1.n Par:i.s, 

however. Most of the Jews were merchants sojour•ning in the 
(134) 

city. 

r:t1he visit to Paris wa.s most enjoyable.. Azulai was 

in his glory ·because he was in a capital, in the company of 

pr•omlnent Jews and non-Jews e Azulai tells us about a .Jew 
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who crone to see him .~ o. certain Israe1 B:lrnal d:l Balab:d.ga, 

e. 111~.;i,,r,rt~er of oriente.1 languages who was t:ll'.1. :lnterpreter of tb.e 

King. Arnong those who called upon Azulai was a Gentile scholar 
( J.~·)5) 

from the Academy of Science.. Anotht.n• experience of great 

importance to Azulai was his contact with Iiipman Kalm:tra. (: . ,, 

In his youth he had been a se:rvent, had turned to tre.d.e, be··· 

ceme r:tch and was now the Baron de Picquigny, that is the lord 

of the city of Picqu:lgny which hEi had bought from the heirs 

of the lord for a m~L1.1ion and a half francs. 1rhis Jew's 

power was further enhanced by his business connections with. 
(136) 

a mistress of the le.te IJou1.s XV, 

Azulai had many interesting experiences in Pa.r:ts .. 

One night a Jew offered Azulai a large sum of money if he 

would secure him a. dj_vorce. Said /Azula:t, 11 If l were ai:J:ked 

to make peace between man and wife, I would do it for nothing, 

but to drive away a mother, a first wife, was a desecration 
( 1V7) 

of God 1 s nrune. 'i 

One day Azulai was astonished with a report about 

a certain Mordecai Tama who was said to read Voltaire. To 
(138) 

iA.zulaj. t.his was an unbellevable evil. 

On another occasion a J'ew and Gentile came to see 

Az.ulai. When they were ready to leave, the Jew asked for 

Azula.1' s blessing. Whereupon the distinguished Pe,lestinj.a1'l. 

blessed both Jew and Gentile. 

tAzule.i says (c )e; (c f i1 I 

In ref'erring to the :tncident, 
( 139) 

?fhe <~limax o:f the v:l,r11.t came v;hen an invitatlon 
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was extended by a prominent Gentile to see the court of Versailles. 

His host Monsieur Fabri took him insid.e the palace.. Azu.lai 

was struck with aw.e at the s:tght of the massive pillars 

overlaid with gold and extensive galleries crowded witb idle 

pri.nces. Azulai was permitted to enter the sanctum sanctorum, 

the throne room where the nobles including the King's br·other·s 

were stationed in array wai.t:.tng the arrival of the King .. 

When l;ouis XVI passed by, Azula.1 made a blessing for h1.m. 

A few m:tnutes later a cou:r•tier from the K:tng asked Monsieur• 

Fab:r•i what country· his vis:t tor represented. When Azulai and. 

his frlend made ready to leave the h:i.c'lies of the court bowed 

in reverence.. F1rom the palace they went to the home of one 

of the Gent1.le' s friends who lived :i.n Versailles. Azulai 

was treated vdth honor, presented with gifts and invited to 

eat. Eggs were prepared for the Jewlsh gues·t who ate them 

after making the customary bless:i.ng.. Afterwards Azulai prayed 

rnincha and was ready to depart.. Thereupon the Gentiles -

a mother and. de,ughter - asked. Azulai to bless them. Azulai 

drew near to them and without placing his handg upon their 

heads complied with their wish. It was a moment of supreme 

joy for the Jew. Later he described the incident in his 

diary: 'Jfc.,/ //v~ \ •ii(cn 1'.f<. 71CJJ\" \1c~ ..J\l)rT.J\ "le~~ fc.111 I 
f~on f.J')-c >?c '.::> f'l'on \::>tJ 'JIJ1~r, ~JI" 'i'l 

( J.40) 
1 ~ t f f'J '( ,fr--j .J\ , I 7 ') ?JP 

Azulai had a, similar experience. several days later 

when a noble and lady came to see him. 1.Phe lady told Azulai. 
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that she was interested in J"ews and :tn their Bible and on 

many occasions she had befriended Jews· in their trouble with 

the I 'I' t n of Avignon. Upon their departure they too asked 
(141) 

Azulai to pray for them. 

Not least interesting to .tAzulai we.s the library of 

Paris. There he exruni.ned important Jewish manuscripts and 
'( 142) 

saw a :Hebrew Bible written :ln the year l06le 

Wer•e the diary as complete on other occasions as 

:tt is in its record of Paris, it would be s.n invaluable 

source of information for• the life of the Jews :tn the ~tghteenth 

cnetury. Unfortamately the notes on Paris are unparalleled 

in clarity and completeness in the rest of the diary (with 

the exception of the stay in Amsterdam). 

Azulai left Par:ts on I~ ..A?~ for the Austrian 

Netherlands. The diary henceforth :ts a record. of the tr•aveler' s 

e.xper1.ences with the custom officials. At Peronne on the 

Somme Hiver he was beset with apprehensions lest the officials 

roughly h!!mdle his baggage and conf1.scstte part in the process. 

The presentation of recommendations from. important Parisians, 

however, e:x.empted Azulai from exe.:minat:lon. The entrance in­

to Valenciennes, a fortified city of the French border, also 

required :1.nspection, but again Azulai' s distinguished creden­

tials obv:'.Lated the difficulty.. 'I1his time, however, .A.zulai 

had to prove that he was not a merchant ln order to secu.re 

exemption from the trader's tax .. In Valenciennes Azulai 

contacted one of t:b.e c1.ty officials to whom he brought a 
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letter of introduction w~:bh the request for a recommendation 

to the commanding officers of Brussels.. Upon the departure 

from the city, the passports had to be presented again, and. 

after an hour's travel, there was another exam:1.ning stati.on. 

A short; distance farther was the border of the Austr•ian Nether­
( 143) 

lands where additional investigation was required .. 

Mons, fortified with bridges and citadels, was the 

first town mentioned in the Netherlands. Azula.i spent a 

night :tn the village of Soignie s where an argument occurred 

with an unscrupulous innkeeper who would not abide by the 

rate agreed upon,, /Azulai mentions this as a diff'erence be­

tween the German and. the French. The French innkeepers asked 

high prices, but never changed them, while the German inn­
( 144) 

keepers could not be trusted. 

The next day ( 17fr8 I 1 ...A?G ) !Azula:i. arrived in 

Brussels. Entrance into the city was achieved with com­

parative ease, whereupon Azulai sought out a Jew who, he 

thought, would befr•iend him. The welcome, however, was not 

forthcoming ,and rejected Azul.ai went to the 11 Hotel RoyaP11 

where a comfortable room was obtained.. The inhospitable 

Jew was met again several days later and wanted to know why 

the traveler had not come to his home for a meal, to which 

came the sarcastic response, uDid you invj.te me?" We learn 

nothing about the Jewish community of Brussels,except that 

the two J·ews contacted were Ashkenazim. 

In a few days Azul.ai was on his way again bound for 
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Holland, in the company of an Ashkenazic Jew travelling from 

Brussels to Atnsterdron. 'I1he diary :r>ecords that the journey 

becrone quite unpleasant.. Azulai complains of the muddy roads, 

of a treacherous river, of' the cost of travel, and of the 

dishonesty of the innkeepers, but he survived all the ha.1?d­

ships to arrive safely at Rotterdam ( .:i-2. A"?( ) • 'Jib.ere 

he renewed his friendship wit;h Isaac Goldsmith whom he had 

met twent·y;..two years before on h1.s first visit in Rotterdam. 

rJ!he people of the city refused to endorse Azulai' s cause. 

It wa.s exp1ained to him that only five months before, another 

Hebron emissary had solicited their city, and for this reason 

they would not even maintain his board and room.. Consequently 

the visit was of short duration and the journey was continued 
(145) 

by carriage and boat to /Amsterdam. 

Azulai stayed in /Amsterdam from the end of '11 ebeth 

to the middle of Iyyar. His first act there was to look up 

the Hebron emissa.ry who had caused trouble in Rotterdam .• 

AzuleJ. found him to be an old friend whom he had to forgive. 

The next few days were passed meeting the leaders of' the 

Sephardic and Asbkenazic commun1.ties. One of the leaders 

of the Sephardim was Solomon Shalem who upon seeing Azulai 

for the second time ignored him to his great embarrassment 

a.nd anger. Azulai' s favo1"i te top:tc of conversation w:l.th 
(146) 

the leaders was his experience at Versailles. 

;Azulai has left an illuminating record of his stay 

in 1Arnsterdam. The Jew:i.sh community was prosperous though 
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a decline had. begun in the fortunes of the Sephardic Jews. 

In an article flJews in the Netherlands", Herbert Bloom des­

cribes the position of the Holland Jews as follows: "'I1he 

wealth of the Sephardic group reached :lts height by the 

second half of the seventeenth century$ Holland's glory as 

a world power then began to wane. With wee.1th came a desir•e 

for luxury and ease followed by political and economic cor­

ruption. The rich of Holland turned to grandiose schemes 

of speculation, and the Jews, especially the Sephardim, 

plunged like their fellow count1..,ymen headlong into wildcat 

schemes for quick millions.. Crisis afte:fl crisis ensued arid 

many a Jewish merchant prince was reduced to poverty •••• 

Toward the end of the eighteenth century the Sephardic com­

munity weakened by paupers in its midst, sank deeper and 

·deeper into the slough of poverty •••• The Ashkenazic Jew, 

on the other hand, in the per:tod of inflated speculation 

was on the wbole unable, because of lack o:f means, to plunge 

in the stock market. He continued to p1y his petty trade 

and was able to weather the financial crisis. Thus, as the 

eighteenth century drew to a close, the Ashkenazic comm.unity 
( 14:7) 

was definitely on the upgrade. 11 Azulai's notes bear 

out this description in part.. Azulai visited many Ashkenazic 

Jews, a .fact which indicates that men of wealth must have 

been found among them. The speculation of the Sephardic 

Jews is also mentioned. When the news arrived from Lon.don 

concerning the d.ecrease of interest charges great was the 



- 65 -

consternation among the Jews many of whom suffered considerable 
(148) 

losses. 1J.1he Jew1 sh invest ors were in a constant sta:te 

of unr•est because of the American Revolutionary War wl1ich 
(149) 

tb.ree:tened to depreciate the:1.l"' i:r1vestments. Azulai 

complains of the difficulty exper:1.enced in obtain5.ng con­

tribut:l.ons which must be contrasted with his generous re-

ception twenty-two years earlier. However, there is no ment;ion 

of extreme·poverty such as the above statement indicates. 

On the contrary,, the connnunity, from Jl~m.1H1.'s evidence, seemed 

to be fairly prosperous, but on the downgrade. Concerning 

their po1:1.tical conditions, Azula1 remarks that the Jews 

had unrestricted freedom and asstuned more rights than war-
( 150) 

ranted and acted as if they ruled the country. The Jews 

were appreciative of their freedom and celebrated ce1"tain 
(151) 

national ho11days along with the general populatione 

Prom the diary we learn a .few facts about the 

relig1ous life of the /Amsterdam Jews. On Saturday n:i.ghts 

the weekly Pentateuch portion would be read from private 

scrolls :tn the homes of the rich Jews 8 Sermons were an 

important part of the religious service., Many pages of the 

diary ar•e devoted. to desci~ipt::i.ons and su.nnna.ries of the speeches 

delivered on the Sabbaths and hol1days, most; of them about 

an hour long. Azulai was impressed by tb.e excellence of 

the development and r:Jtyle .... espec1.ally appealing was the 

one preached by Habbi Shalem on the Se.bbath preceding Passover 

on Isaiah 58:7 in which a plea was made in behalf of Azu1ai's 
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( 152) 
m:tssion. One sermon was preached in Portuguese which 

was one of tb.e languages current among a certain e1ement 
(153) 

of the Jews. Most of' the sermons u:bilized Biblical texts 

and made abundant use of Midrashic material. ~~1he topics 

were always religious and conce:r•ned the virtues necessary 
(164) 

for righteous living. 

Purim was celebrated with festivity. Delicacies 

and gifts were excr.i.angede Parties and fee:sts were held. 

People went from house to house exchanging greetings and 

joining in the singing and dancing. The celebration lasted 

over a week and culminated in a noisy parade which was made 
(155) 

up mostly of the Asbkenazic Jews. 

The Ashkenazim and Sephardim seemed to be on good 

terms, for the latter partioipa:ted in the dedication of a 

new IAsbJ..cena.zic synagogue. 'I'he synagogue was dedicated w1.th 

a definite ritual. The scrolls were carried in procession 

from the old place of worship into the new abode where 
(156) 

special piyyutim composed for the occasion were offered.. 

Many names of important !Amsterdam Jews are included 
(157) 

in the diarye iAinong them e.re Isaac HaOohen Belinfante, 
(158) 

David de Isaac de Leon, , Aaron Capadoce a wealthy banker, 

Raphael b, Moses Mendes d.a Costa, .Abraham 1rex.eira, David 
(159) 

Cohen Azevedo, David Meza, and H.a"bbi Shalem, leader 

of the Sephardim. Azulai also contacted important Gentile 

merchants, but their names are not ment:loned. On one 

occasion he went to the hoW,e of a non-J'ewish merchant. There 
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his host and a prlest who was present asked questions about 
(160) 

Jerusalem. 

~I.1he diary of' the stay at Amsterdam reveals several 

of Azulai 1 s character• traits. On the Sabbath Haga.dol, he 

remained in his room alone and fretted because no one had 

invited h1m out, despite the fa.ct: that the people of Arnster­
( 161) 

dam had been exceedingly kind to him. Another comment 

:tndicates IA.zulai 1 s ami:ddng superstition. He liked to hear 

stor·ies and spent one afternoon listening to tales of' a 

miraculous nature., One of' these concerned a Gentile who 

was smitten with blindness when he commanded his servant 
(162) 

to burn a barn to r:'Ld it of rats. 

There was something about Azulai that attracted 

people. The Jews of Amsterdam would come together just to 

catch a glance of him. V\lhen Azulai emerged from a meeting 

w:tth the iAshkenazic leaders, he .found to h:ts surpr•ise that 

two hundred Jews had gathered outside to pay him homage .. 

Undoubtedly the figure is somewhat exaggerated but it reveals 
(163) 

the adulation with which he was received. 

On Iyyar 28 Azule.:t left Amsterdam amid great honor. 

A group of two hundred people, we are told, accompenied him 

to his boat. Azula.i ts first stop was at the Hague. 1I11'1e 

diar•y of his stay records many interesting items: his meeting 

with Saul b. Isaac Halevi whose wife was said to be a fine 
(164) 

Hebrew poet; his contact w:i.th the distinguished Jews of 

the cit-;)1', among whom were 1111.:i.bya Boaz, Isaac Levi Leyden, 
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(165) 
Isaac de Aaron Suasso, Abraham Cohen Salazar; 

his 

account of Srunuel Fulak, a mirr:i.cle worker who roamed the 
(167) 

forests near London; his visit in the ~iohly furnished 
(168) 

home of wealthy l\i'\oses de Pinto; 

the parks and 

a Gentlle who 

his excursions through 
(169) 

museum of the beautlful city; his meeting 
(170) 

spoke Hebrew; his conversation with a Jew 

acquainted with China and its religion in which conversation 

Azulai 1 s frlend brought forth proof to r3how that some of the 
(171) 

lost Israelite tribes were in North America® 

The most interesting item recorded at the Hague 

concerns the report of a "Rflbbl who was negotiating with the 

Amster·dam Maamad and accepted e. pos:ttion on condition that 

in matter•s of religious law he would have unrestricted 

authority. '.l'his Habbi asp:i.red. to be a moral reformer with 

the specific intentions of imp1r.oving the character of certain 

leading .Tews of the community. F'or this task he demanded 

a yearly salary of not less than one thousand ducats. The 

appllcation of the Rabbi was rejected in part: The Ma.a.mad 

d.id not consider it wise to glve the Ha.bbi unlimited freed.om, 

but was w11ling to nssume the financ:lal obl:tgat:i.on. '110 the 

surprise of all, the offer was refused by the idealistic 
(172) 

applicant. 

Azulai was impr•essed. by the h:1.gh standard of 11.ving 

:1.n the Hague, and b:v the great number of weal thy Jews$ r:Phis 
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latter po:l'.nt was particularly evident to Azula.i wb.en he was 

invited to the home of Isaac d.e Aaron Suasso to which the 
' (173) 

Suasso's and De Pinto's had gathered in honor of the visitor. 

In :ti.is description of the Hague Jews, Azula:i. reveals 

an :1.mportant char•acteri st:tc of the Holle,nd .Tews. 'I1hey we.re 

beginning to come under the influence of the Western Enlighten­

ment e rrhere is a. secular air about them. They speak of 

museums and foreign countries. '.l1hey are interested in till 

American Revolution and 1::1..re somewhat familia:r:• with the ag­

r:lcul tural pr•oducts of' North and South Atner·ica. 

While in the Hague, iA.zul.ai received a letter from 

IJond.on Jews who refused to contribute to his eha.rity. This 

wa.s a great disappointment., He did not intend. to go to 11ng-

land. and with on(-; strokE-) his business there was terminated. 

At the same time he was experiencing difficulty in collecting 
(1.r/4,) 

from the J'ews of the Hague* 

Several weeks after Sbabuoth ( 1778) Azulai left 

the Hague to travel through the provinces of Holland to 

Brussels. l:jlirst he returned to Rotterdam where, we are told, 

he lear·ned of an important personage by the name of Erasmus .. 

1Azulai had not heard of this Dutch. humanist. J:Ie was fas-

cinated by a story that J~rasmus, unable to read or write 

before the age of thirty, becrone one of the leading scholars 
(l"/5) 

of Europe • 

Azulai was surprised by the changed attitude of 

the RotterdHm Jews@ When he was there du:r•in.g the previous 
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winter no one pi:'t:ld h:lm any attention, but th:ls time he was 

warmly received and rewarded. munificently. 

Included in hi.s notes e:b Rotterdam is a man's ex-

pression o.f gr•atitnde for a blessing by Azula:l wh:tch had 

brought good fortune.. '11here is also a reference to the ef·~ 
(176) 

fica.cy of Azulai' s prayers in ai.ding barren women. It 

is evident that Azulai believed himself to possess miraculous 

powers, though he confessed that his powers were not due to 

his own righteousness but to the merit of his fethera 

J\l'iJ/c.. ...1\\-:.~C' ((. \.1c >./\'/' ~ ~(l • (177) 

From Rotterdam, .Azulai went to the provinces of 

Zeeland, Brabant, and then to Brussels. An important Jew 
( 178) 

of Brussels, Azulai says, was Philipp Nathan. 

ref 

i&i.zulai was now ready to return to Leghorn® Almost 

six. years had passed since his departure from Palestine an.d 

at last Azulai was homeward 'bound. Many interesting notes 

are recorded concerning the return to Italy.. At Pari.s Azulai 

again visited his prominent Gentile friend, Monsieur Fabri, 

who admitted that he worshipped 11 the God of Israel" and. upon 

1Azulai' s advice assumed the responsibility of reciting the 
(179) 

Sh'ma and. observing the minimal commandments. There is 

another reference to Azulai' s supposedly miraculous powers. 

This time it concerns none other than Marie iAntoinnettet 

He had prayed for b.er du:r:•ing his last visit and we have tb.e 

testimo(1s8f Monsieur IPabri that his intercession had produced 

f'ruits. Another item of interest :in regard to Paris 
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is a young Jew's confession of inrrnoral relations with Gentile 

girls. Azulai 1 s ears tingled at the knowledge o:f 11 the seed 
(181) 

of Israel wallowing in ndre. 11 

~Che journey was delayed at J,.,yons first voluntarily 

because Azulai wisb.ed to postpone the un-l?let:uJantness of dealing 

with custom officials at Turin, and then :i.nvoluntarily when 

he was ta.ken sick and had to seek the services of the best 
(182) 

doctor of the city. tAzulai tells us that the synagogue 

at l1yons did not possess an ark. The Scroll was l{.ept on an 

open bench. .rA.zulai ini tia. ted donations for the acqulsi tio n 
(183) 

of' an ark. 

After passing through Savoy which in Azulai's des­
(184) 

cription was a country of :impoverished ... villages, he ap-

proached the long apprehended 'I'urin. There it was his good 

fortune to encounter two prorni.nent Jews who secured his ad-

mlss:ton without examine.tion. This was an extraordinary 

occurrence in as much as 11 even Gentiles and ambassadors were 
(185) 

subject to inspection." 

:Arl incident in 1I'urin exalted .Azulai ln the eyes of 

the Jewish community. Bea.ring a letter from the French court, 

Azula.1 was granted an audience with the Prime Minister of' 

the State, an occurrence which h:tghly pleased the Jews of 

r.rurin. But something even more remarkable transpired. The 

:French Ambassador, informed of the visitor's contact with 

the F'r•ench nobility, called to pay his x•espc-3ct. ;Azu1ai 
(186 ) 

left r1.iur:l.n in possession of a passport from the King. 
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The passpol"t served him well. A group of troublesome Gentiles 
(187) 

at Ghivasso were a.wed into good behavior at its sight. 

1J:her·e a.re merely a few more comments about the 

remainder of the ,journey to Iieghorn. '11he tTews of Casale 

are lauded for their rich scholarsh1.p. It was said to have 

more than_seventy scholars, headed by such men as Isaac Pinze 

and :Abraham IJuzzatto.. l:;trom Casale a messenger was d1spatched 

to Moncalvo w:I.th request for a donation. rrhe next day a 

sme.11 contribut:ton was received which was acknowledged by 

a return message: liindiv:i.duals of Monoalvo, 11 wrote Azulai, 

HJ: am grieved at the hardness o.f your hearts o 
11 The carping 

·reply was undeserved by the J'ews of Moncalvo who were in 
(188) 

straitened economic conditions. It seems from Azu1ai's 

remarks that the economic posi t1.on of the Jews of northern 

Italy was becoming worse. At Alessandria (della Paglia) 

the donations wer-e too meagre to accept. Another comment 

at Alessm1.dria mentions E:lihu b. Haphael Solomon I.,evi, the 
(189) 

Rabbi of the community and author of the work') C /II c! c:> ( '? • 

Leghorn was reached 1'778 ;;_fi \,Le and Azulai was received 
(190) 

with rejoicing and blessing among his friends and fam:lly. 

The journey now completed, the diary comes to a 
··'?, 

close wlth a few notes covering the years F/''78-J,85., The 

only comment of significance concerns Azulai's second marriage 
(191) 

in the year 1779. The remainder a.re of little moment 

and are the thoughts of an aging father on the state of his 
( 192) 

health and the welfare of his sons .. 
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CHAPTER V - CONOIJUSION 

:fi'or Western Eu.rope the eighteenth century was a 

period of polit:l.ca.1, social, and :1.ntellectual ag:ttation. 

It was the 11 age of reason:r• which attacked the 1.rrat:tonal 

inequalities of the ir'Old Hegime 0 and lool·rnd forward to the 

intellectual Utopias of the future~ 

Hayyim Azulai was untouched by th:T.s soclal fe:r•ment. 

1rraveling through Europe, he was unconscious of the great 

changes about him. Iiike the majority of hj.s brethren , he 

lived lfwith1n the four ells of the Halacl1.a. n IA.ware of 

Voltaire and. Erasmus he ignored their implications for his 

occupation with the words of the I1aw .. 

.AzuJ .. a:t was the prototype of' the Jewish way of life. 

Skilled :tn the knowledge of the Torah, r1.gorous in the ob·= 

servance of the commandments, and permeated with a love of 

tradition, he exemplified the pre-emancipation J·ew at his 

best. W:lthin the confines of the n11awn he found all the 

:forces, spiritual and social, necessary for an abundant 

enjoyment of life. 

'I'he eighteenth century was the last era in which 

the Sefer Me.a.gal Tov could. have been wr·:itten. No man of 

a later• gene1"ation than Azula:l. ts could have found the rich 

Jewish life described in the diary. For even the age ... long 

protective cover:l.ng of the Jew could not resist the on-

slaught; of the new era. The Jew emerged from the ghetto 

- -----~ - ---
- - - - L - - \ 
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leaving behind the Shulchan Aruch and his distinot:tve ways 

which were cumbersome burdens in the outside world. Did 

he err in so doing'? Did he exchange pure gold for tinsel'i' 

The Sefer Maagal Tov has much to say in favor of an af-

firmative answer. 
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NOTES 

1. i:Phe transliteration follows that of the Jewish Encyclo­
pedia .. 

2,. rrhe J .IG, says 1755 basing itself on Joseph Dav1.d Sinz­
b.eim 1 s eulogy of Azulai. (Vol. II, p., 3r/6) The d:l.ary, 
however, C£trr1..es the de.te 1753.(p.l) 

3. Dav:i..d. Sinzheim' s eulogy states that Azulai left Pales­
tine ·three times on his mlssi.ons, 1.n 1755, 1770, and 
lr/81., (J.E. Vol* II p ~376) But the diary mentions only 
two departures (1753 and 1773) and preparati.ons for a 
th:trd journey which did not materialize. (1764) .(pp. 47, 
4,3, 4,9) 

4.. At the end of' the diary there are a few addltlonal notes 
on Azulal' s sojourn ln Iieghorn.. 1J.1he entties are meagre 
and unlnformative, the last one being :tn 1794, thlrteen 
years before his deatb .• 

5 II> Aaron Preirnann, ~r_JYI_ge.ga} .. _!2Y_, intr•oduction, pp. IX-X, 
Berlin, 1921,, 

6. J.E .. II p. 375. 

17. J' .E; • II pp. 375-376 

8. J.E. II P• 375 

9. J.E. II p. 375 

10. J.E .. :CI p.376 

11. Sef~a!lgal 'I1ov .._,._, p.167 

12. See above p.70 

13. See above p .. 12 

14:,. See above p $67 

15. J,E. II p.3'76 

16. See B. Bathra 15a: Gad. the Seer s.nd Nathan the prophet 
continued the Book of Samuel (from XX:VIII, 3); see 
also II Samuel XXIV,2 

17,, Baedeker, Palesti~-~..sl..§_Ei..§:, p.112 

18. s~~.J{l.E:!lgal !_ov, p .1 
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20. 

21. Baedeker, ~ll·i p.J..21 

2 2. ~~_l\llp,_aB,?.]- 11'~.!, p • 2 

26. ~' p.4 

2'7 • Ibid.. , p. 5 --
28. Ibid., p.5 --
29. ~.£?-2:·' p .5 

30, Ibid. p .5 __ , 
31. ~-' p.6 

32. ~, p.6 

3~. Ibid., p.7 

37. 

38. 

Ibido:,, p.7 

~., pp. 7-8 

~ ... p .. 8 

lbi~.; note 9, p .. 8 

I'bid. p .. 9 
-""~, 

39.. l\llr:1.rgol1.s-Marx, ~.L of'_.the_l_ewish Pep12l~, pp.589-590 

40. ~.!.J.lia.aff&.1.2.Y, p. ll 

41. J.91d~, p.12 

42. ~., p .. 12 

44. ~., p.13 

45 • .J;PJ.,9: • , pp .13-14 
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46. ~.,p.14 

!EM~·' p.,15 

~..:"' pp.16-1? 

49 .. ~.£.~., p.18 

50. lbiq.' p.19 

51. ill.£·, p.,20 

52 .. ~ .. , p.20 

53 .. ~-, p.21 

54., Ibi~., p.21 

55. ~., p.21 

Ibid., - p.22 

57. 'I1he full name is not given but there is no doubt that 
Jacob Joshua Falk is meant, famous for h1.s commentaries 
on the Talmud • 

61. 

~ .. , p.26 

63. ~., l?.27 

64 .. 121:.£·' p.28 

65., J.E. Vol.,, VIiI, pp~ 452-4:53 

66. ~N.!!§1;&.;al_j;o~, p .29 

67,, 

68~ 

Margolis-Marx, pp.643-644 

~.§.Jllial_"rrov, p. 30 

See t1Jacob K:tmohi and Schalom Buzaglo'n in Transactions 
9~~ th~--~:~ll.11~£!2~2~2L~~~~ Vol,. Vrr; 
pp e 2r/2-290,. 
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70. 

71.. ~££Y_,p,,31 

72. Graetz, ~2£][....£f_t~e~, Vol..V, pp.435-436 

73., F:1.rst teacher of deaf mutes in France; born j_n Spa1n 
1715, died 1n Paris 1780; parents forced to adopt 
Chr:i.stiani ty, ~Tacob b.imself being baptised; after 
father's death, mother fled to Bordeaux. and became 
a Jew; Jacob invented an arithmetical machine whlch 
brought him an eight-hundred pound pens:lon from the 
King; was devoted. to the welfare of the J"ews of 
Southern Prance, Portugal, and Spain. (See ,J.l!~. IX, 
p .597) $ 

74. §.ef.e:i:.1'!.aa~l To_y_, p. ~')4 

75. Ibid.,, p.35 -
76. J .. :u:. II, pp.340-ff. 

77. s~~§d:_Jov' p .. 37 

r/8 • Ibid., p.,38 -
79. ~., p.39 

80. Ibid., p.40 

BL. J.£1.d., p.40 

82. See J.E. XII, p.404 
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84 .. 1l2i9:.., p.,42 

85,,, ~ .. , p .. 42 

86 .. IbJ£ .. , pp ,4,3 ... 44 
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