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It mhoul~ be generally understood that the author claim 

no or igim:tli. ty of thought in the following pag.ss. His claim 

to originality might be in hiis method of treatment, but even her~, 

h~ has been anticipated (as he a.:flterwar·de learned) by another. 

The last chapter on the Relation existing between Eoolesiastious 

and Proverbs has, nowhere before been work19d up in any sort of 

form, at least, ·a.ill :far ~JS he knows. 

1fhe .Autl10r w·.ls!H:H:i to express hia isincere thanks to 

Dr. I.M .. Wise who suggeB:lted the subJaot to him and who kindly 

loantld him uome uaol!'UlSt.n.•y books fox· the oarz·ying cm o:f his w·ar1n 
"' 

and to Drs. Mielziw,Jr, Deutsch, Ma:rgolis a.11d Prof .Feldman £ox-

the use of their private libraries, and for their valuable sug-

ge~tions. 

The text used in quotations is the Revised Version of 
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the Apocrypha. itumeH:t' a.t the UnivEtl'aity PreiBiJ·, Oxford.· The fol-

lowing is a pa'ttial list of .books tha.t ·were examin®d clt.tring the 

GO'TMAN\M. Die Apokrypben des Al ten Testaments, Al ·toona 1941. 

SCHtttltR ;E.~. .1'he Jewi.sh People in th6 time of Jesus Ghrist• 
Sori-bner 1 s ieea. 

B:tSSfi)LL ,'E. C. The· ApO'Ot' ypha in. La.nge 1 s ed::i. ti.on,, also 0 Pro·ver bs 11 

·in same ad.'i ti on, Soribtie1.-i $ 1896--. 

<»A8Ra:R.,Auguat • Phi lo,· Stutt.ga:rt 1831. 11~ 

·· DlHNIIl ,A.Jr. Geso·hiohtliohe Oars tel 11.m~ der JU:cU$·Q::h·~Jexandr. 
· Religions-.. E_>tr:iloaophie, Halle 1834. 

WILDEBOIDR,D .Cl. . Origin· of the Canon o:f tbo 0. T. Lciudon. 1995. 
L:i:tarature of· the Old Testament, G8ttinge11n lB.)95. 
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Gnomic Li t..:;;:ra:tura. 

paration from the chaff is not altogether reproducBd in the 

history of Modern Lit8tatura. It is ttu&, much hae been written 

and but littl~ preserved; hara, however, the similituJe vani-

shes, fot we ate not prepated to say that 11; ia only tb~ whaat 

that h;:u::.~ be:on kept and the oh::i.ff thtown away. Iu tho hist(Jt'y 

of Ancient Literatures, 1~h1.> oompa:ri :.rnn fiti 11 holds. good. Gve-

rything said or written passes through the threshing process 

of years and is, finally, found at its best. 

These gtains of pr8sstvod wisdom are naturally short, 

pithy and pointed in form thqt they ~lght be the mote indelibly 

:i.mptessed upon th:::: m~::moty of tbeir hea.'!'.·01·s en· tE.ir.ldGts1. F1ot this 

then in vogue and wTlting flBS slow and tedious, the majority 
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of ttwse1 ha.d t0 be trr:l..nsn:d.tted by d.ireo1; commnntcat::i.on. ':rhoy 

\ .. we"i.'€) not put into a wti'ttEn1. fot'm until they had passed through 

Ll 

rna.ny hands. It is bllt natutal , then, that fa.1ey sho!\ld be pol nted, 

pithy and principally short in form. They must aud do. contain 

a.s in a nutsrwl l som~il ~~thi. cal or pt'ac ti cal suggc:.;ti on, ~'i thei• 

th~ result of an individual observation or the reflection of a 

universal experience. SomBtimos, they take on the form cf maxims 

is unquestionGdl at other tim8s, thoy are ~ere exnr~ssions and 

by-words of the popular mind. inothar ess0ntial ohatactctietic 

is their self-avidmnce. ?o be in accord with this, they need not 

bu, neocssarily, f:dm.ph~ asr:w:ttions of faots; yet, they ought 

never give any cause for doubtfuluess. When the proverb falls 

. short of th:i s, it ruay b.·~1 said to havo mt ~~sed :!. ts mark. 

The Remnants of all inoiont 1iterature5 ate tepleta 



with such apborisws. In G1~ct<Jce 1this olas:s of 1it.~·ra.tnt'(il was 
.. ... ~ .. ,-~"'""'"""' 

· t;yr, Soorat(siS, wh~ abo11nd£Jd in m:'<X1rns. The max:Lm is :found to a 

I 
laI'gt~ extant, in a did10H.c po(~t:l.c fotm in the 'ohoi"t:wc,::l' of the· 

and moral pol!}t .of GxescH>J; -- in 1:he drama.s of &.ernohylus. !Hu-

tatoh and fr:p:ictfltus a1·1!1 ahrn sto:N:i b.orrnes o:f such wis1dom. We 

wight call particular attention to the fact that somu of the 

Gi•eH.9~ wri'tfrs havr;~ been 01.·~J.l1:0d Gn:c1rn:i'cii' 1Pdetao 1fG:tc:.t1;;:c1i< 1Cvi·z. ------- ------ ------
Theognis, Solon, Simonidas, Uauiod and ~enandsrl. Besides, we 

holJ in mind the wall known B~attan brevity of expression, thu 

oracles of the Python ptiGstess and the many scattered adages 

of the New TestamHntCcf.e.g. I Cot.15:33~~ The Gteaks required 



I ' r " 
an attifioial artangement of long and sho1t syllables i.e. 

formal side of the Gnome, by the Gteeks1 gava ·to theit sayings 

a certain ornqmentation. Thmy ar~ useful, too, &8 w0ll as otna-

/ ~ 
~ -me·nti ·this we mu~~t ocmf@.H.rn. Ye. t, th(1y lack 'th~lt f c:rrvor· in prai-

sing tighteousness and that pun~rent stt·<:rngth in 1~{~1b1f!dng wicked-

nees tuat we find so cha~actatistioally eviJent among tue Hebrews. 

tiful'', but must yield the palm to Judea for her gift of Religion, 

"the true and tho good". 

Not· wet:l'!J 'th~'~g~!g·a.uthore ~:llow in using this fo:r:·m of 



o:f ttrn~ Romans was rules fot conduct and :in tlH;1 vrnrkr:; of la.tot· wrJ.-

..:J tots (cf. an an:ti.iology of ,Juv0nH'l.l, Ho1:aoe, P<·nsius etc.) we 

crnnstan'H y cc.m1e ttpon them. ']"ht0 tua:l n 1·1.:.::qui s::l. te of th\1 Roman max:i.m 

Gt'EH3k as wcl 1 as Rebt•f•W gnorno. 'Fhe Ro:uans knt;rw· l:i ttl~::, or took 

small cognizaxwe, of virtue and vi.c0. 'fo Rome if:~ attrJ.buted i;he 

honor of having given the world its B6UB~ of Justic~ -- tho law. 

And no ouo wi 11 di spuh:;: tht\l thought that law i r:1 U1c (:nuboclim<:int 

of thc:i v:l.G;vvs of. 'n!.)':lTI whioh obtain in Heb:t:ew l:itn:catm.'>.; v:J.z. ·that 

ticn that has been learned from original sourc0s, misfortunes; 

the fa.th.er warns hls son to tef:.n:dn fto~n that wh:toh has given him 
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Gnome among Lhe Hebrews. 

-:J 

The brightest gems of Arabian thought are found in the 
'"'""""'~ ........................ ,~ ·-

Km:· an, : IGven a oasnal glance t::i.rougb this :t·c,::1:JJ,1?kable vol.trnw~ vd 11 

We·are often confronted with a similarity of spirit between the 

"fa.mil y" t·r a.i. ts they are bath Semites. Th~ ~ost noticeable 

nishae au aburuiaaoe of similar character. Buddha's teachings 



,, 

olotrling. 

In general, whila those proverbs mirror an axporienca, 

either a fortun~ta one to be repeated, or an unfortunate one to 

·be~ aludod, they hwk tl11:;i reJJio-i\Jlit:morss 1o:l: th1~ Ifobrews. In th(?J 
--"W"r-~---~ .. ,,...,....,.--·-

Orient, thL1·0:: was muoh mm:·(~, oi a blending of poc~·;x·y a.ml t't'lligion 

Hel:i gi on. 110 use Vi oto:r Hugt)' s extravagant f:i.gm:t~, all th<:H:H:,1 



fo1 in the h1s~ory of this peopl0, much as a favorit0 style. 

Its axtensivano~s was r0markable, even as early as tbe days of 

Solmucm, who, aoco1:din.g to th0 au'Lh.ot· of Kings "~-spoke th:i:.·e<~ 

this class in [·h:;ibr1::w l·U.eratu1·•:1 arc found in th<'11 eanordoal bookfi'~ 

111); in tho apoct•yphal books of "Wisdom of Solomon" and "II>:cclei-

only wisclmu and sagc-ll advices but tM.s aJ.deid l.o :t'i:.:.tU.gion. 'fhis 

n:ing of Wisdom" (Ptov.1 :'). Its :further L':inbshi.no; is but a devtl!·~ 

cation to this life. (! ft1J.l,~1· 1-1ccotmt o:f Wisdom :l.~1 found fnr-



Lher on). 

Besides this spuoial ohuractcr of its contents, th~ 

Hebrew proverb is unique as far as concerns its f o~m of expres-

aion. It is from this feature it obtains the distinctive name 

form consists of two syw~atriually oonstruotad clauses. The8e 

clauses may b0 in varioua relations to eacl ether. They may be 

synonymous, whl[:n.'~\I the r~econd pat't iEi but a :i:·epi:d;:ition of the 
I 

m~saning o:f the first •. They l.ll.ay be anttthetic, wiic;rc an oppcrnit~'.ll 

ta. synthetic, intc;;gral or Pr.;;1:x·abol:lc z·clat:tol, to (ilach ott1u1·. 

We can have nothing to do, hara, with that Biblical 

gnomic literature bofod sptikan of, nor anything to ~a with the 

(Y 
Mishnic saytngs but om:· ptu•pos8 in tlH:;;:se pages is to treat of the 

Apocjt yphal phase c lass0d 11 gcw 1 e~.:i:I. at~t:t cus" ot·"The w:I. sdom of ~J'cJJsus 

b.Sirach. 11 
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ECCLESIAS11ICUS. 



If . 

~1 1 • The· '!'i tle . 

1.,. 

1rh• · tt tle of "Wisdom o:f Jesus c Heb. so~)hua or J&ao·n) 
...........,,..ll'*~'""'l!IHf~ 

. ,, 
lation. It is thus termed from the fact that the ·Church CSohurer 

",J.P. in tl.r11(f) of Chr." 2nd Div. III p. 28~) beginning with th1;; 

New T0stament sanctioned tbis,aa a work to be used as a t~xt 

:for iustruct:ion i .a. a "Church book", ·a1~,.o,i10 distinguisl. ·it 

·~be "canonic ai..1 11 books. The Egypt1.an .Jews hi:i.d taken up the book 
.. J 

ChristiamiH it ie tb.ou~tct ·thi:;.t tb.i::;i wets done beoausc7 tbii~Y" had. not 

m.u.oh literature of tbeir own at that t:hne. The Church fi:.Jthel'£1 
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§ 2. Th& f&raonality of the Translator. 

Very little .is kuown of the translator beyond the bit 

of inforwation he vouchsafes us in h:is introd.1.rntion. or p:rologue. 

He telb~ u.s that he wen·L to E;gypt and "having oont'iu.ued there 

some ·time " found 11 .a copy affo:i:-ding 9-0 s:.1all inst:ruc·tion''. 'I1here 

upon he set himself to tte task of interpeeting ur translating 

tht1'dopy' with great ciiJ:igenoe. F!:i~il grand.father ~Jesus wrote 

original and h~ wished to put this into Greek in order that 

those " who in thE1 l.and of 'their soJom::n:i.ng t:;.re desirous: to le21:1• 

grandfather. This is vary plausible, as it.was and is yet quitb 

m.uH:i a.s his g:r:·and:Eathex·. '!'he line runs: ,Jssus ben Siraoh , 

next Siraoh ben Jesus and then our translator Jesus hen Siraoh. 

His modesty in preferring th& request to his readers,to bear 

with him in any defeats they migct find in tia work,ia excae- ~ 

dingly commendable. His ability is e~~ily reoognized by a con-

ot>ption 0£ the :iie1-it of his t1•anslation. 
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\j 
§ 3$ Personality of the Author. 

~ fficclesiaatic~s is the largest book of the whole 

wisdom-literature, either in the Apocrypha or in the Bible 

that was composed by a singla author. It certainly would 

- " 2.ELfa.x ~a :!Jr ayer· of .Jesus the son o·f S:Lrach ... appea:rs after oh. 

thing further th&t we ~ay affir~ of bis personality is more 

So,ne CGroi;ius,quoted by ffiio.b.m;·n f:tnd others)· ti.rink 

fol' example,the ma .. n ,]esus b. Sir~wh wa~~ a pbysio:i.an. 'rhis 

l y of thf.t ruedic1~l pt· o:f ession. Anothet' { Linda: 11N~ue ausgabe 



dei· Oabersetzumg d.es buches Stii;i.oh11 .Einleit. p.S)gOEUI :Ear-

ar·t of medec:inc~ was practi<Jed by the priests a,ncl from th~~ fur-

ther fact that he believes Jerusalem to be tbs seat of the 

one,true and only God. Ccf. 24:11,36:13,50:26). Besides his 

priestly char f:i..o'ier is £1n·tb.eir r:at'tested to t Il 7::30,14:11 and 

9 .. 
32 :2. While these verses a:r e not thought to be reial :OI'OQf S 

' 

of tha fact,yet when taken in the light of other @vents are 

claimed as strong li~ks in the chain sf evidence. Learning, 

to ·the~ pr:testhood-"" they wer1~ the Teposdtories of all reli-

gi.oua and civ-il histo:r:·y. Agai.n. his unusually olear kuowJ.ed.ge 

of the high priests poiutsto a close aonnaction with the 

,priesthood .. 

The author is even further identified as ~ high 

p~iest,CGeorg.Synoellus, Chren. ed.. Dindor:f I p.r;ge,quoted 

· .. ,. 
by Schiirer)a11d hei is oom.pa:r:ecl wi.'th and thougb:t to beE:,on account 
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of th8 id6ntity of naooes, Je&us or Jasoti,C 175-172 B.C.) the 

son of Simon II. 'fhi s gtHtss is too· :Ear a.t rr:.<ndo:D. Ja$on was 

a rascally reprobateCcf. II Maco. 4:7-261 IV Mace. 15-17>,~nd / 
' 

as fit to write a book on morals as to fly. He could hardly 

speak of Justice and Order after the disgraceful and patent 

purahaee of hi~ lofty title• and ha certainly could not have 

written 3611-17 after pa5aing into his office over his brother's 

grf.iV® • 

One thing :fnrt;he:r we might say of him-~- .he was w,:;l)-

read. ( c L :38: 24--39: ll ) He had before him t·radi 1,i on arld with 

him his own experience from travel. He bad learn~d from his 

thanks God for a deliverance from a great danger,incurred by 

a misrepresentation probably before the king of lgypt. Fritzche 
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suggests tbat be may ba.ve been a Scx·:i be ,i;.nd Che-yrie argues to 

the same point. H• undoubtedly had a friendly word for them at 

all times C cf. 10 :5,!38 24f. ,44:4 ) and 'this :ts probably the 

basis for the sugge~tiou. At all events, what we do ~now of the 

author as positive is his name and home • 

.No C4nostirJ Ale:'l'.a.ndrian would. r-lpeak of Wisdom as th<~' 

eiipeoit~l product of Z:lon. (cf.. 24:10££.) 1'here is 
--· _,... -·--

a oex·ta:in local ooloting--the :.i::ention. o:f high priest 
/ 

{'i 

( of. !O:lf .) and the hatred aga~nst Samaritans, 

Philistines eta. ( of. !0:25f. l 

§ 4. Divisions of the Book. 

Our book seems to have about as much continuity as 
\i 

tb.e oanonioal book of " .l?rov(:;;:r:bs ", to which i·t b\~ars many 

anthologies '1 : it oontains about five different oolleotions 



\\. put together by an unknown author. This book has also ~any 

divisions, which view h~been vigorously supported by many 
" c ·~ \ l'iVi' .. , '\ ,,,~ / 

critics. It does not neaessarily~th~ thought that there were 

more tha.n one t:mttwt bu1; it does inr:1i~st that thex·e a.re n.atu1·a.l 
·~ 

breaks in the book. Eichorn( Einleit. p.50 f .) seea a three-

fold. division in tht;i work, 1-23, 24-·42:14, 42:15-50:24; He 

thinks that Sirach wroto the whole book himself although he 

took previous gnomes as his basis and.to this end quotes 

33:16 -~8 •. Ederaheim ( in Wa.oc.::'s °Comnrenh:.ry" ) ei.lso has di .... 

vidad tha book but his is a five fold diviaionCsame number as 

in the Thorah) ·based on an analysis of the matter. Fritzohe 

C Einleit. p. 32 ) believ&s the book to contain groups of 

maxims and he classifies the work under eeven divisions, 

( 30:29-33:11• 39:18b-22) :(36:23-39:11 ) :(39:12-42:14):(42:15-50:2 

MoultonCintrod. of Eoolus. p.14 ) partly agrees with this di-



I \. 
vision but makes the personal outbreaks on the part of the 

author, the dividing lines. Ewald CRist. of Israel V 263 -4i 

So st in bi s11 (h1l)sch. des .Jud en th. ill 31)3, al so r.i.t:r gues more than 

one author) thought that two older books of proverbs w~re put 

to make 1-36:22 i.e. Cl-16:21landC16:22-36:22>1 the first be 

further believ·ed to be complete while the second was in ~na1·e 

£ra.gin.ents~ His seoouJ grand division of the bcok was 36:23-tJl. 

On the whole we feel that one man speiks throughout 

the work and that the divisions are as before stated, a mare 

matter of grouping. The :few deta.ched proverbs here'; and there 

throughout the work a.re easy of eitpl. a.na,ti on when we under si;a.nd 

that Siraoh•~ name was considered a synonym for an author of 

proverbs and all current saws were ascribed to him, and perhaps, 

inserted later by his grandson. 



§ 5. Date of Original and Translation. 

The time of the work may ba computed with some aa-

surance of correctness. In oh.50, the author $ives us a eu­

logy of a. certain hig;h pri(~st Simon, the son of 011ias. Ii; is 

a glowing description cf how this Simon once appeared in his 

official capacity. " How glorious wa.s he when the people 

gathered around him, at his coming forth out of the Sanctuary! 

as the morning star in the midst of a cloud, as the moon at the 

full: As tha sun shining forth upon the temple of tbe Most 

High, and as the rainbow giving light in clouds of Glory: As 

the flower of roses in the days cf new fruits, as lillias at 

the water spring,as the shoot of the frankincense tree in the 

of beaten gold adorned with all manner of precious stones: 

As an olive tree budding forth fruits, and as a cypr~ss grow-

i ng high aruong the cl ouds11 so he o.:f :f !J3racl. C 50: 5-11) This trUmte 



" is evidsntly C all critics save one- Gratz,Monatschrift-agree) 

the description of au eye-witness to the cereTony. The ex-

travagance of the metaphors and the e~treme vividness seem to 

mai.c1:3 :it real,• 'fhe author must have had some pc.;ir::,1onal recollec-

tion o:f th«~ event. 'D'l1rthc-~r evi.denc1;1 of this is found in the 

use o·f tbe phrase Jn e;o :1 of 11 who in his l::i!fe repaired to the 2. ........ ,- ...... ...-"'".Kl!"""'''""' __ _ 

housa eto." implying his death at that tim<-:l. 

Granting 1:tds, W'"'J a:r.e not yet on firm ground. There 

were two suoh high priests-Simon-and botb sons of an Onias,to 

whom the reference could possibly have been ~ade. There was 

.S:imon I Coalled. by ,Josephus "''rhe ;rust" of who:n the lVlishna 

-Aboth 1:2 - says that he was one of the last members of the 

I 
Great Synod; and further of whom the Tal~ud tells-Yoma 69- that . 

rema:rkabla tale in connectton .·mth Alexanchn· the Great, who, 

notwithstanding his wrath against the Jaws was awed by the ap-

pearance of the high priest in his glorious robes.) son of Onias 



I C 31G:..2~1 £.C.), an.d SimonII C Stanley, Hist. of. ;Jewish Church 

llI p.247, asserts that Derenbourg has pr:ovt?d ·l~o hh'; satis·fi:io-

tion that Stmon II was Simon.the Just and that he is the Simon 

of ·~oc 1 us. '11here seems to be som1;; doubt as to who was 
11

1.:he Just") 

son of Ouias II (219-199 B.C.). Now,. of which were those words 

in ab..50 utfa)red~ Some hold <of. Vaihinger 
11 Stud:ien w...Kritik'' 

1857 p. 93-99. and others) th~t it was to Simon I others C aa ch-
j 

,.\ 

orn, 'fh•itzsohe, Ewald and Dillman) tt? Si~wn II. 

St-rangel y <.~nough s, similar p:i:·o b 1 em pr '~sen ts 1 tself 

iu oonneotion with the translator. Yet h0re wa find a clue. 

In his prologua or preface,ha states: For having come into 
~ I 

Egypt €v T0 oriio<t> Kcc'c -r f "''-'' OYT"' "CTE L 'e T< (, T 0;:, [ u 6 f ve ,-au 

wi~,~~) with the Septuagintal renderings of Zaoh.1:7,8:1, 



,\ 
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j. 

Hag.l:l,2:1 and also from I Maoa.13:42-14:27 that this greek 

passage can only ma an "in the 39 th year of rung EU.er get~~s" 

lllowing tNo generations Cabout fifty years) for the time e-

lapsed betwaan the author and the translator, we would come 

upon a.ki~g,luergates by name, in the instance of each Simon. 

J!ifty ye;3,rs aften:· Sirnonl liveKl :E>tc1larny IIICituerget.I) an.d fif ... 

ty years after Simon II lived Ptoleny VII and luerget.IICPhys-

kon) ~ It is in the expression "38th year"we mUf:d~ :find tht~ solu-

tion. Euergetes I ruled but 25 yaarsC247-222 B.C.) hence, ha 1 ...... 

has no "38th year". But ltuergetes II ruled 25 yt')ars Cl70-1.45 B.C.) 

oonjointly witb his brother and 29 Y'~a.rsCl415-l16 B.C.) alone. ae 

however, began the count of his reign from the ti~a when he 

first ascended the throne. Evidently then the second luergetes 

must be the one meant. This would place the translation about 

132 B~C. CLange p.280,says that the translation was ~ade at this 

data ~nd that tbs author was aontampvrary with Simon I -310-



fatber 11
• Zunz does the s~me.) and the original about 182 B.C. 

The content of the ·book also a:rgues in favor of Simon lI as the 

oontampopary of the author and not Simon'!. The hard times, 

tyranny, oppression etc. oompla.ined of< In 18:Y, f3.C. Seleuo~s Phi ... 

,• 

lopator sent Heliodorus to plunder the temple) in 3d:1-14, :.36: 

17-22,31;11, 50:24-29,51:1-12, would be out of place after Si-

mon I, for ·then pea.ct1 hovered over Israel; but quite the contra.-

ry after Simon II. <The legend of Simon II refE,rred to in 3 
r., 

Maco. I&II finds perhaps an allusion in mcclus .. 50:4). Another 

argument for this date is found in the fact that the transla-

tor made frequent use of the Septuagint version. (cf. 20:29 

w.Dt.16:19 ; af~44:1B,17,19;Bl w. Gn.5:24,6:9,17f4,22:18 i 

of. 45:8£ w. Ex.SB~35f; of. 49:7 w. Jer.1:10 etc. See Lange 

!!'Apoo. u p. 2740 The yc;)rsi on was hat·dl y in general use un-

\" der .Ptolemy It! but und.er Phys'kon, wa might reasonably expect 

its widespread use. 



~ 6. The Language of the Ori ginaL 

Within the past few years wha~ is claimed to be the 

origiu.'al rnanusori.pt has been found. It bas been ad'it(l)d by 

BuddeC Der Neuentdekr.te fJz·text des Buohf~S :r .s. 1896 ) ·and Schech .... 

ter '.C· A ·fragment of original text of fncolus. 1893 ) this pla-

cEHl the que~~ti on. regarding the original language of the author 

0£ ltcolasiastious rather promtnently forward. 'rhe. ma.rmscript 

is in .Rebrew. Everything, before the finding of this old ma­

nusoript{wbioh our own Dr. G. D~~taoh has seen and says is 

undoubtedly genuit1e ) $\eem.e:l tc> point to suoh a con.clusion. 

The tran.slate>r testifies in his prologue that HGbrew was the 

original text and that be translated it, but pleads that 

"things o:d.ginaJ.ly spo'ken.in Hebrew have not the sa.:ne force 

i.n them when translated into anoi.~hor tongui;i" We are told 

(Gllti:man l!:inleif. § 5 ) also, that Hieronymus says hEt saw the 

Hebrew original. Th®re are a number of passages which in their 



I 

present fo·.rm m.a'ke no sem:ia what.ever, a 'n·d,their real mea.-

n:ing can only be g:ott~:.~n, by a. re-translation 'into Hi:;b1·ew. 

In 26:15 W>;1is given the meaning of1<era..A~ 0·head- when "poi-

son" is equally good and m.akern beti:er sense in th~~ context. 

Similarly in .84:27 the tre.nslation readlu-,~ 11 1i0;ht" instf)ad 

of 11>-n "rive1· 11 or "N'llc~''' in :38:28 th(:t Y'T"" to know" must-,.. 

have been I'f~ad f.o·ry;<,~ "to tire oneself with"; and tn. 48:18 

u"1·~ 1rfyria.ns 11 was read for u''i ~~"enemies".< Reuss p. 678 and 
T 

Lange 11 Apoo." p. 276) • 

Many of the 3reek text verses are f ourul in the 

Talmud and what ia more eignifioant, these are in Hebrew. 

CWright;in 11 E:colesiastes" gives: 3:81,6:6,7:10,9:8,9~10,ll:l 

12:4,5, 13:16, 13:25, 14:11,17, 17:23, 95:3,4, 25:17, 26:1,3, 

28:12, 30;22,23, 33:10,24, 37:12, 39:1,48, 40:30, 42:9,10. 
,--

Zunz also p.108 e. gives a complete Ii.st o:f about fo·llrty pas-

eagea.) ~any of the verses assigned to Ben Siraob , that are 



not in the Greek text and are found in the TalmudCcf. Sanhed. 

the Hebrew ancl Greek ones ai·e drawn :from a l:i ke source, wht le 

the A.ra.maic ones assigned to h:i.!n are probably current by-words 

in the popular tongue assigned to his name on account of his 

preeminence as an originator of Proverbs. In conclusion 

while the Hebr®w was no longer spoken in the author's time, 

it; was unJ.oubted.1 y the wr'i. ttan language ei:.~pecial1 y for bo(.>kE-1 

of this character-

Other versions of this book are based on the Greek 

translation. This is especially evident in the Latin where 

many Greek words are preserve~ and carried bodily over in the 

. I"\ ) J I 

Latinized :Eorm.(c£. l.3:1!;;1 "in eremo'' £01• "rv Ef11f'(At' etc.) 

The Syriac was also ~ade from the Greek9 while the Arabic 

version was undoubtedly made from the Syriac. 
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§ 7. Canonical Character of the Book. 

That it was not generally regarded as canonical is 

evident from the faot that it is put as Apocryphal to tha O. 

T. J.i terature. Besid(:is th:i. s, therfi~ 1:u·a various r1~asons why 

it should and also why it should not be of the canon. The first 

evidence is drawn :from the book itsialf. 

Iu. the prologue of th<!:) tra.nslatiou we ha.ve thret1J dis-

ti.not ment:ionings o:e a triple divis·ion o'f tb.!ii sc,riptm·;::it1J. We 

could hardly base a theory, on the date of biblical aanoni-

zation , on this. 

had already been decided on; but it does seem sufficient ground 

to warrant tbs assumption of the unoanonioal character of 

Ecolesiasticus. The book itself disolai~s any such honor as 

canonioity. 

The passages readCwben put in nom. oa~e) 

1. o vd;-uos Kcc~ a.C.nfocp~TCLL J<cL~ o'l ill\oL cl~ K:o.r'cu)q--o0s 
') Ko\v jl Ko yes. 
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?et, notwithstanding this repudiation on its own part, we 

:Eirid -it quoted in sevr:~ral places in th·2 TaLnud and. later li-

tex·ature as canonical, and in several p1aces merely as a. set 

of proverbs. As the first Talmudic mention of it I shall give 

l 
IDaba Kamm.a 11(9.t )wh:i. ch :reads: 

,,.,.. J , r ., '.:l ~ ,,.,..\,!) ~ =i. N"' 17...... "' ~ 5 ~ l '\.HI.!)~ ... U)J '}..' .,.,'r;) ~~1 "' .n \, ~ }\) 

~""'' n-~~:_:)_J~~tJl.L> f\"11n--i ':).\.f\'.:) 711 'l':::l..\ 11)'-z 'lvo~ "";:>'1W'I 

e.nd a-f ter showing that 'it is f oun'.l :in il'i H'\ in Gen. 29 :9 "And 

E:sau went to Ish:nael etc.", int:r1~·~~J in .Td.11:3 "And there 

v1ara vain men gathered to Jephthah etc." tha tea.a her rr3mar1cs: 

b'i.l'\' 1 J._,\ \l~l!..\ 1 l.J'\0\ 5\'Y \':::> '.:l.~Jl'::l'I D.,'::!.IJl';:)':l. w\.t\.U}\)l 

: l ~ i\ ~,,. '? 
·Now this quotation is N~a.lly :from Ecclus.Cprobably27:9a 01· 

13:15). This fact would tend to show up Siraoh as part of 



b,11n~but the ambiguity is explained away by maay with the 

[. thought that Bar-Mari quo·ted :from mamory/~.nd, tbi.s bei.ng appro-

priab~, he ao.cidfrntally used it for perhaps, an equs.lly appro-

l}!,'1: 

priate vere~: from tI~'::Ll.h~.. Such "lap$\ memor:ia.e" r:1r(:i not in-

frequent :in the Talmud. A~~ the second Talmudic refe1·ence 

I shall call attention to Erubin 65:a. Here, Rav says that a 

man who 1:::1 not of calm mind r-:1hould not prl:iYi1'1P ~-'' "\S'::l. l~NHI> 

cf.Eccle.Hdasticus7:10 to this. 'rhe po:tnt :ls,s:i.nce1~~·ltV in-

variably introduces a biblical quotation we ought to regard a 

quotation from Ecoleeiasticus as biblical. Such slips in 

m.emoi·y~.: < Stra.ck "Kanon des a.1 tes testaments''~ 1 as this an:3. the 

prec1:ldin:g one arc1 per:fectly expl:ioable. The men had much to 1 

remember and it would be no small wonder should they be cor-

reot at all times. 

We next consult the famous a hapt<-:ir i'l,n of Sanhed-

rin ClOO:bl~ In the first mishna of this X~chapter, wa read: 



O'f\VJ h Jl'"n.n \""~ \)01)...'n ,><''.:J..(I n\~y\ 11\.11 'D'il\, j'?--'.W 1~Nl 

!--' '.:l , r v , l . () I 1 I ~ ~ c-_:, A ... ) o , VJ lLl 'ti 
1 
\';) \\ '-) , .11 

1 
) ~ ... ) Jl, I T\ h 

1 
Vi) 

/ f:JI t:\',..ll~~hl1 b'l;J'b'l "''--ll\''il ~J\.~ 'l}';)I /\" 

In a discuss'i. on later on as to what boo1r::rt conrd::i tu-h:~ the 

p~J 1 .':l 'lln tr'l.=ib ~ an ai:ter.npt is ma.de to prove that thex•c"'l is 

noth'i ng ob ieo t'.i onable in ~cc lesia.sti ::)us CN1.,o-ri ) , o onsequen-

tly it must have been regarded as an" extraneous book", which 

R. Akiba believed, to read was ta forfeit a hold on a portion 

in the fntu.t.·e world 

.From this ref ereuc'"' we see too, that whi l(;~ the pub-

lie reading of the book was not prohibited yet tbs private rea-

permitted. The ~11n was to be studied and time was not to be 

frittered away with other works. 

In Tosephta Yadaim II we find: 

n~A'k>Ul'vv IJ~/,~ \'.Pl\l'il •'t":)bl b'J l'\,~11 

i~::iK:> j=i..Jl:JJW oi190 \':JI XI' b ~I " 
·. t:i ~I" II 
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whiob u1ay ·be translated thus: "+h~rertical book::i are not holy, 

the book(s) of Ben Sirach is not canonical. Lit. Heretical 

books do not defile th~ hands, the book of Ben Sira'and all 

books w1•i·tfa!m f:rom th(;.1;nv'a:tt.,i on, do not c:foifile the hands. 

It might also be mentioned hers that Ben Sirach is supposed 

by aom.e C .. Toel: 11 Blioke in di.a R. 11 p.72) to be tlH~i ultimate 

boundary to which the ti.me of the oa:nonical book:; extendt~d. 

Oa.ni(J)l, although written. le.tor, was put forth a.s a. pseudony-

mous work purporting to have been written as a phrophacy long 

be:fnre. 

In Ba,b. 'ralm. Bera.ch. 48ta and Jer. Talm. Bera.oh. 

VII lllID:b aftei- an introduotiot1 of '.:l"n::> .. ~~-Pb 1:::i..1 r.)'1::J'D'.:L 

CappliE"~d to Bi blica.1 books:· we ar1::i told Jer. ·ralm. a.nd Mi.dr.): 

: l'.:27 lJJ l :n 0) ~ > 2 .J r ~l ( 1-\Hv \I JI I )'~ b\i'() 

'rhe fir st 1~wo words are found in P:r ov. 4: :8 the :rest 

may be Ben Siraoh' s al though nowhei·e quoted in the Greek tt~xt. 



The1·e are many other pa.ssa.ges both in Talrnnd and 

Midrash which might be quoted tf show how the book was rega:r-

ded as Biblical Coanonical) e.g.B~Bathra 9B:b,-~idr. Beresith 

ohap.8,10,73, Midr. Leviticus ohap.33, Nidda lS:b, Yebamoth 

63:b, Kethuboth llO:b and elsewhere. 

It seems from the above that while Eoolesiasticus 

was often mistaken as a canonical book, perhaps on account of 

its sim·i la.ri ty to Proverbs, i ·t naverth1~less di.d not ei:rter the 

canon. Various Teasons may be assigned for this fact. One 

has already been stated viz. it is just outside of the boun-

dary of tho canon. Another is, it is not sufficiently origi-

na.1 in treatment emd matter"'", thrJ author knew his 11 Prov1:lrbs" 

too well. Another is, his wavering of opinions made him un-

palatable to the orthodox. Besides be say$ cf himself that he 

wae not inapiredCCheyne p.186, b~lieves he does ol~im in spi-



piration. cf. 24:32-34 and 60:28&29 ) ·arid speaks of phrophecy 

as belonging tQ the pasti thia was fatal to a realization as 

ca~onical. I do not think that these were the actual reasons 

,, 
for its being left out but any or all may have been operative. 

1 



CHAP'rE:R III 

ECCLB~SIASTICtJS .C 06t1 til1uadJ 



§ 8. The Figures of Speech in the Book. 

Allusion, Simile and Metaphor are the most common 

figures 0£ speech in the book. Personification is useJ with 

telling force in one instanosi.e. in the treatment of Wisdom. 

laolasiaatious contain• the first allusions to the 

early records of the Jewish race. In the canonical books of 

the .l?z·ophetis ancl Psalms, wc1 f:i. nd, here anJ i:hex•e, pass:l. ng i·e-

ferancos to the representative oharaotera of the preceding 

hiatoryt but, in this book is found a remarkably clear mention 

of them all. In 17:1 a reference to that wonderful story of 

Gn. 1:1 ia made fot the first time. In 16:7 he recalls the 

11 old giants" of Gn. 6 :2. Sodom s.nd Gomorrah tit'(~ alluded to 

in IDS,:!8 • 'rhe oovenant o.f des.th of Gn.2:17 an.d. 3:19 finds a 

t•l:)fe:rano(01 :i.n 14:17. Adam's 'earthly' 'origin 'is referred to i.n 

.. 
33 :10. The trial of Abraham is found alluded to in 44:20. 



In fact, almost ·throughout his "prahm of famous men" (ohap. 

autrwr makes a false a.llus:i.on to Joshua's mit'aole. Si:t:•r.l.oh 

has it that Joshua commanded the sun to go back, while in point 

of fa.ct CJsh.10:1.2,13) 1 thlf-' sun wa,s m~n·ely commanded to stand 

still. 

His Similes and Metaphors are drawn in the true 

Biblical style from the lofty cedars of the Lebanon, from 

,,.,.,., !!~ 
the wJ.daspreadi ng tare bi nth and the tbt ok···grow:h1g fir-trels. 

Sweet t·oses,. frag1·i:u1i lilies and, besidc:1s, the nobl(f} palm-

tree arf~ found. F:r:equen't mantion is ruadt~ of ttH:; well watered 

ga:tden of Jericho. C24 :13-19 a.nd 50 :8-12) 1 A vory peouU.a.:r: roe-

taphor is found in 39:12 whex·e, in speaking of himself a.s ha,.-

ving many tb.6ught8 to comrnunioate he ea.ya" I am filled ().S the:i 

moon a.1: full. 
,, 



Sirach's style, in general, is !uaid and olear ex­
' 

capt when he commenc<?S to gt ve ont t11. funds.mental d.ogmatio 

thought. He th.e11se(t.i'Jls to h:tde his meaning un.::lf:H a cl oak of 

unintelligible words. It would not be surprising to learn 

that m11oh of his vagueness in thouf{ht, on· fcmdamental points, 

is due to the unintelligibility of his langua~e. 



§ 9. Doctrines and Views of the Book. 

It ought not ta be difficult to discover the real 

v·iews of the book, as our a.ut;ho:r, hirnself says that it is not 

bis desire to withold anything. In fact, he gives his instruo-

4' J tion to us quite freely (51:23-30)~ Yet, at times ha is so vague 

. i o. hi.~~ s tat~:mem ts a~1 to make us qul ta undetermined a.~5 to what 

' '' instruction" as he terms his work, and endeavor to fulfil all 

his desire, exprc:H.:HH~d in 39:32, of coromurlioating his wt~rd.s. 

We m:i.ght: s;;1y the rna:in d.oct.rine of tlHj book is 

concerned with the topic-Wisdom. It is preeminently a 'wia-

dom' book. Wisdom exhibits two aspects or relations, one as 



original, the other as iarived. As original, she is with God 

from eternity to ,ternity.(1:4) and by her He periades all 

things (16 :18-19). We cannot discover in this ndatiou. 

deri. v-ed, $he comes fr om Godel: l) 1 He poured her over a.11 bis 

worksC1:9J·and bestowed her oo them that love Him(1:10). She 

traveled through all lands in search of a resting plaoa(24:7l · 

and :f1nally r:iettled with IsraelC24:10). 

There is a Talmudic legend quoted in the Midrash 

which relates a similar story-how· God o:ffer<~d the 

~,,~ to all peoples cf the earth and Israel, alone, 

was found ready to accept it.CMidr. ·Rab.Dt.33) 

She is revealed in the Mosaic La.wC24:2:3) i. .Jc-trusalem beoam0 

the seat of her pawerCS4:11) and tbera sha dwelt. In order 

to obtain posse~rnion of her, we must seek h!'.~!'(4:11,14:22-24) 



and nass through a course of discipline at the outsatC4:17; 

6:17). She is variously comparedi principally, however, to 

a pl ant, of whose produce we should eat; but th<:1 appet:i te wi 11 

only be sharpened, and not sated, with the aating(24:21>. 

Re who possesses her is blessed and safe from evilC14:20,B5-S7lt 

he need never fear ·of being ashamed of her, for there is no 

necessity for euchC24:22)J he will serve God and be beloved 
; 

of HimC4:11-14);. 

In thi.s la.st conr.tec·tion vm can easi.ly discover i·ts 

I i/ I 
attd.bute- ropos [.\VfwJ-£ea:r of God, reverenoe. With this, 

it stands in al~ost interoh3ngeable relation. 

! the burden of thought :l n the book-the fear o:f God is the be-
. ~:. 

ginning of WisdomC1:20 cf.also 7:30). There oan be no doubt 

but that the author looked upon Wisdom as a distinct entity 



and not an attribute of God. In oh. 24 Wisdom praises her-

self; she is present in the congregation of the Mdst High, 

she is older than all creatures, nav more, she is eternal -

existtng bef oi·e a.11 crea.i;i.on and . t' as~.n s ·1 ng in all C:t"()stton 

(24:6,6). She is with Him in His dominion over tbs world 

C42:2l). She came forth from the mouth of God and covered 

like a mist (24:3). 

The idea is suggested at this point by Gfr~¢rer 

other than the'' hti of Gn.1:2. In the next few 

ment; yet, the idea is perhaps too far fetched. The 

author ~ay have instituted a comparison between 

'il-n"n and "' n11 in his mind, as be wrote these var-

ses, but is it not going too far, to aay he iden-. 



in 1:26 where~ our author says, Wisdom leads to a fear of God 

ar0 keeping of the oom~andments leads to Wisdom. 

The old Israelitish view of God as a father 

or husband, wh:ioh is :found throughout the prophHts (of .H'.os.11 :1, 

Jer.2:1,3:4, Is.S2i6) 1$ also found in Sirach's writings 

(24:1,B). This oonoaption, however, does not saem to be a ~ 
I 

favorite one, as the national feeling at this time was strong 

enough to depress it. Ed~lesiasticus does retain the notion 

that Ha is the one, ·self-existing Creator and Pres~rver, the 

al 1--power f ul Ruler to whom all creatut'f:rn are subjects. Nr.:1 ture 

proves the existance of God for '' the sun when he appeareth 

b:rin.ging t;icli.r.igs as he !2:'0ei;h forth is a marv;::.lous instru:nf:mt 

all men according to their daeds.(33:7-~6)~ Bis penetrating 



I 
i' 

Wisdom r.Hses marfi than the c~xteri o:r, hc"l 11 beholds al 1 the ways 

of m~n and 1 ooka into secret places" C 23: 39) • He ha tr:::s the 

sinner ClB:6) and punishes each man aDoording to his work ~ 
I 

Clo :4). Yet, the w:tcked are not al together without hope: "for 

the Lord is full of compassion and mercy"(2:11). He is r<'.H;1.dy 

to forgive, His only desire is that the wic~eJ cease from sin- i 

ning, become) wise and fea:r/HtmC1:4 and 2:7) then, tho "reward 

shall not fail"(2:8:. God's mercy is much ernpbasizecl int.he 

book. 

9:18, 5:6, 16:11, t!7:22, 51:8. 

It is a widespread mercy in its exercise but is not ia.n advance 

over tha O~T. canonical conoention~ It did not reach the N.T. 1 

\ 

universalism, there is yet a narrowness that is reflected 



:from thf.J tim.;:is. 

'rhe primary meaning "mercy", "p:lty" degeneratm:l into 

"showinK of mercy'' of IJXX and, later, into al1:m~giv1.ng(17:22). 

The d!grading notion of alms atoning for sins is found in this 

connection (3:30, 29:12, 40:17, 40:24). 

Sirach urges 1-l ~~inner not to rely on this attribui;e 

or God(mercy) for a pa.1·don.C5:4) and renlinds us mtwh of a. later 

proverb found in ~nl~ 8 :9. 

tl'J:f one think: 1I will sill and then repar1't', there will 

bt:'l given him no tv::lp to r®pent; :Lf on:;\l think: 11 

will sin and the day of atonement will obtain a for-

giveness of my sin', the day of atonement will 

attention to this similarity. 

God has so arranged things that Dmath, Bloodshed, Strife, 



Sword, Famine, Tribulation and even the Flood Should exist and 

ha.vs axi sted :for the wicked. The righteous, I suppose, must 

endure it all as a discipline. 

God cr(1ated. WisdomC1:9) and slH~(personifiecDplayed 

a great part in the creation. !ij has dominion over the whole 

world(l0:·4) and sets over it whom hE-~ choo(.,(:H~. In 42:15 the au-

thor be}gi ns to"men·ti on the wo:i:·ks of the Lord" a.nd c ono 1 udes i tl 

43:33 w:i.th the words" for the.~ Lord :rmda all thingr,s'' • This 

hymn to creation i ~~ 1:i.n exo0 l lent clEHrnri pti on of God.' s marve-

lous deeds and cites all natural phenomena as coming into ex-

istanoe by His wm·d·.of oommand. No one bas sc·H'm GoJ "that he 

may dElclare Him"C4:3:31). He :is an invisible spirit. Or .. l. 

M. Wise ("Second Commenwsalth" on"J'esus b.Sirach")·clai:ms 

that it is generally acknowledged that the first reference 

to the Shakinah idea in Hebrew Literature is found in this 



book.C24il0-12). If this be so, it is certainly an evidence 

in confirmation of this idea of Sirach'~ view on God viz. 

that Re is a Spirit. 

Our author we have shown before does net· claim 

any inspiration 'for his w1'it"lnga but do.JS a.ttrlbute .that 

characteristic to the canonical writings. 

Cheyne, with others, believes that in 24132-~4 Si-

raoh does plainly claim some inspiration for himself. 

LowthCLect.24 p.209) 1 translatea the passage C24:33) · 

into Hebrew thus:11~WN n~,~~~ n~~ ~'Y and urges that 

this does not prove any claim. In Leot.34 p. 288 ha 

speaks of Elihu as "endowed with a singular wisdom, 

which he at.t!'i butd~s erd;j:rel y to the inspiration of 

God.01~ a.nd fu:r.• ther on commends his "mo~J.esty". It 



men' so to account :for their wisdom" says Cheyne, 

himEH~l:f, (p.186) • 

He believos in the continuity· of Inspiration. The Mos$.ic C..odfl 

is undou bt(::cl 1 y the gr ea t1:.::,i re-1tC49 : 4) J and 'i. n his pr <:1.i sa of famous 

menC44-q0) all the prophets a.re mention:;;.id. in tut·n a~; inspired 

preachers. For example, Jeremiah'd claim to have bean sancti-

:fiad as a proplH1ilt in the womb( Jr .l :10) is hf:Jre rep~~atedC49 :7) • 

In Cheyne's words, we must con·fess that, in 

.~oolesiasticus,"the messian:i.c hope, in ·the stt·ict sense, has 

faded away." We have a. few re:F.erenoes and they are, at b<!lst, 

vague. Wa no longer have the positiveness of the canonical 

writers. Tha author of ~oolesiastious believes in tha atar~. 

nal existence of the Jewish paopleC37:25,44:13) and expresses 

the desire that the prophecies conoorning them be fulfilled 

C36:11-i7)~ God will jud~e all righteously C35~l7)~ In a 



ma.tori al way, the heathen must be sm'i tten to fri.~gments C3!5: 18) · 

for the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah awaits them (39:23) 'and this 

punishment will take plaoe before the very eyes of Israel 

C36ll0)~ The tribes of Jacob, he hopes, will be restored 

C48:.10ff.) 'and t,ho family of DavidC.47:11) w:ill not only gc~t ?;· 

·possession of Palestine but will also rule over all the nations.l 

!~ald and Cheyne mention 37:17-18, ll:Bsg., 33:1-l2, 10:13-17 

as other passages pointing to a messianic hopeJ but these are 

not .at all clear. 

The. doctrines bearing on this subject out~ 

:dde the Messianic Hope, a·1·e rather weak and betray the Sadducaa.11 

origin of ths book. ObeyneCp.~8 9)is here of the opinion 

that J.a ter" chz·1. stian read£:J>r s ef f eoted an entrano0 :tor their 

aI'G :foundi :in 22 :11 where we are biddc~n to weep for tho disad 



for ho hath lost the: light. in 17:27-qO wh(:n:e it is a.slt:ed 

"who wi.11 pra.isa the Most High in. Hades", and closes with the 

words; "the son of man is not immortal"; :in 14:11-19 wlH1·r~:>J wa 

":for we al.so shal 1 surely be a.li v·e", by i1nscrupulo11$ hands. 

:tian.ge quott:is Herzfeld(Gesoh.Il: 35) thus: "Sitach's bol:i.e:f in 

resurrectton is proved also :from 46 :12 and .49 :10, where he, 

in a figure supposedly borrowed from liek.37 says first of the 

Judges, than of the prophets 'Iat their bones revive again 

from their graves'. The fact that this expression is twice 

used goes t;o show that it wa.s then a common torn:n.:i.la. All :i.n 

a.11, Sirach may hex·e be ohara.ote~ri'Zied best as !'wavering'; he 

gives us nothing definite and what he does give ua is doubt-

:Eul. 



~·· 

The most pronounced sentence in 

Eciclar:dastiotus that migh·t haVli:i supported a strong ·;dog,ma.tio 

view in :t'c:':gard to this topio is :fonnd. :i.ri 39 :28, where we :x·ead: 

I 
h()Wever,'TfvEuf'-0..10...is ta1nm by the r.n.a,jority of commerrtatora 

(e.g. Guttman and Fri·tzsohe) 'to moan "winds" and not "splr:its". 

CTbe word was probably~1h,~ in the original)~ Indeed, this is 

~.·· 
probably correct, as the views he expresses elsewhere are too 

little developed for such a dor,;matic statement as vrnuld be 

otherwise expressed. Although we must understand a probable 

refai·enoe in 1"!:17, 46:21 to a prt!)vatling v·:lew, at this t:inw~, 

. of a guardian angel for each nation.Co£. Dan.10:13,20,21). The 

may as vfell mean "prios1;f.:i 11 or 11 1-,atriarchs" 

as 11 angeil s", so, we OErnnot place much stress on this. 'fhe 

ment:i on of Satan. in 21 : 27, though mad('1 in so many vV<.:>rdr:i:, i Sl 

believed to have a reference to the yi ~~~ of the Talmdd. 



·· 11Job and Sol." note 1 p.189 and Appenc-l"ix note 20) ~ In a word, 

we can but restate what was bmfore said, the views on this 

sub_ject must have been as yet und.ev,0loped , othea:t'wise our a:u-

thor wolld certainly have been more emphatic. Danial (writ-

ten about :j.~34) ·is clear cut on this point, bu-t, wa must t:a.ke 

the fact into consideration, thatrit'was written some thirty 

years lat£1r • In that length of t:i me tlH!' \loctrtne had a. 

chance to develop. 

O""n a.ocount of 38:lff. our atl"l:hor was thcrut;httto 

have b®en a physician. Ir1 t:his passage, he advises ev@ry one 

.to call in a physician for his ailments. This was probably 

written to counteract that prejudice against medicine and the 

medical profession which was based on a mistaken interpretation 

of ltX'.16 :26. In 38T9-l0 he urges the sick to the dtt-ty and 



efficacy of pra.yar. we· rnlght state his ·thollght thus: with ·tht':l 

hope of divine healing, we should also call upon a physioian. 

'rhe N:r. view is different fr·om this; in James6:14-~6 prayer 

is made the panacea for all ills. 

The author's whole treatment of this sub-

jeot savors much of the first chapters of Genesis. God made 

m.anC15:14a) in his own irnageC17:3) a.nd gr.we tc., him "free ohoi.oe" 

Cl6:14b) ~ 

The opposite of this seems to be taught in 33:13,14. 

Gerl is said there, to foreordain a.nd mould man's 

destiny as does the pot·ter ,his ola.y. ''.F'o I'('.)COno:il~!i 

these extremes is impo$sible. I cannot account for 

the wide diff(:'.l!'enoe, and ·the ooursE-:i I have pursued 

is to accept the one at the expense of the other. 

One thing, however, is no·Uof:tt::i.ble: th~:i author in 

this last l'<~f<l}rEmce makes the foreord.i nation con ... , 

trolled by Wisdom. At any rate, th'is ts no "blind 
II 

desti.ny. 



God has endowed him with rea.scmC17:7a) and a power to distin-

gu:Lsh betweein Right and WrongCl? :7b). "Before man is life and 

death; whicbever he liketh shall be gi.van him" Cle :17). 'F'he 

image of God in man gives hi.ru a. oe:rtain superiority over other 

creaturesC17:4a) and thus he possesses a dominion over them 

(17 :4b). 

Siraoh seams to depreciate labor in 36:26-30. 

He f'lppears to believe that they who d:t•i ve the ox, who hold 

the plough, who g~.ve the\tr mind tc" fur·row making, who give 

themselves to making life-like piotures and alike~. ~11 these 

cannot get 't:t.me enough rw1· the op1)ortunity to perfo:t:·m the~ir 

highest. duty, wh:ioh iB., the acquiring of Wisd.mn. N.;:iverthelass 

.he finds a rea.dy axollt~e :for them :ln 28 :31:Ef:. Such rn(:.m, he 

main-ta.ins trrnrf:i, are qn:i.t 1~ necessary to ·the building 11p and po·pu-

la:ting 0£ a oity. It is tt'lil.e they will not be songht in colln·-



sel, thay will not sit on a judge's seat, they will not bring 

light tlpon instruction nor' /vill they be fonnd where parables 

a:t·<'ll spoken\ yet, "they will rna:in"i:ai.n the wo·rld 11 (28:34). lh 

a word, whi.1 '~· the opp or t1ini t. y, for the ac qui r emei:rt of 'krww- , 

ledge outside of their sphere, is not given them, still, the 

importance of their labor cannot b0 gainsaid. Ria advice as 

to the treatment of £H~tvants is nnneoassari l y b.ar sh :in $3 :24-29. 

He recommf:~i:1ds "bread and oorrootion and work £01· a, serv1:1nt
11

, 

and would permit of no idleness. If the servant is disobedient, 

punish hi.m th': har.d('.;r for it. Thts smverity i.s i.nootusistiZrntly 

followed in 33 :30 ,31 wh1'i)re a man is cautioned ·th.us: 0 If thon 

hr.:1.st a servant, let him. bc-1) as thyself". 'Fhi s t:ceatm1irnt, it is 

further explained is the most ~ffectual method of binding a 

servant to himself. 

!. wic1red woman is wo1·se to dwell with than 

-



with a!lion or a dx·agon(35:lb). Ifr>)r husband hears of her, 
i 

with a sigh, from his naighbors(36:18). Do not desire a wo-

man for her beeutyC36:2ll nor give to a wicked woman the free-

dom of speacbC36:2BJ. A good woman, on the other hand, is a 

great happiness to her hushandC36:1)~ A wife, therefore, is 

desirabb.:-:i :f:or "who wl.11 trust a nimbl6· robber that skippeth from 

city to city! even so, who shall trust a man that has no nest 

and. wi 11 1 odge wherever he finds him.8el f at rd ghtfall ?'" (36: 26 J • 

.l da:o.ghtex· is g:r.·eat worry to a fa.th<rJr throughout her life; 

when she is young, he rm.lat sea Miat she rnar:d.(~S <.lt tbf; rn·o1w1• 

ageC·'.!:2:9) and when .. she is :narried, he mu.srt wor1:y last she be 

hatr:iclCib1d.J1 when she :ii3 a virgin, nhe must watch b:er lest 

sht:i b(:ii defiled(.42:10) and. whi:Hl. she :is ma:rtied, les1; she be un-

true to her h~abandCibid.l. A man'• duty towards a congenial 

~§-4-
~is evident but his position towards an uncongenial one may be 



changed by a divoraeC7:2, 26:136,28:15) .. Ewald CRev.p.364 note) 

says that the author's v·iew of woman"and sh11rp sunnnax·y coo.n-

sal of divorce place bim far beloN the height of the ffabrew 

,, 
B:iblc:i. 

bor,(29:1 c:f.Dt.15:7,8). O:f 0011rs15', some borrowers a:h:.:: always 

fonnd i:o be soarnps, who will :r.•ewkon borrowed money as a, wtnd-

:fall, wtlich need. not be paid baok(29 :4). He wi.11 give "the len-

der t·r.·ouble and w:i 11 ai~tempt. to pu·t off the payment by a.sau- . 

ming a dolo:Eul o 011nte11ano0 and c ornpla.:i ni ng abmlt hEn~d ·ti:nes 

C29:5). On the other hand, those who are raa.lly in rH')e'ld should 

giving to an unworthy ooreligionist is batter, at any rate, 

than miserly hoarding of wealth.C29:10)~ One thing mor0, do 



not lend to a man that i.S mi ghtiar than you a:.t·!:;~( 8: 12) f ot· he 

wlll. neve1• pay his d1;;il;Jts to you. As for Sl.r.d.ttship, a good 

man would do tha.t much for his f·r.ietld:;;;(29:1ED yet, let not 

friendship lead yoa too desp into itCS9:B0,8:13) for many a 

great and wealthy man has been driven fiom his ho~e through this 

(29:18). 

Never trust your enemi<as(l2: 10) "a.nd though 1H".1 rua.y -------- . ' 

be humble• himsE'~lf and go crouching take heed to ttrys(1lf and 

bewa.re of: him"C12:11L. A he.ppy man is he wbo vdll !M!e the 

dovrnfalJ. of his E.:rnemi.es(96:7L His h~1pp1ness usually drawn 

from a dutiful son(30:4) 1 who will occupy hfus plaoe 1 is increased 

from the knowledge of the fact that in him he will have one to 

avenge him uporn his enemies, even after his own de~tbC30:8). 

Sirach does not believe in total abstinence~ for he 



in 'ta!n.peranoe by adding11 if it be drunk in its moasure"Cibid.). 

j 

'' 

A drunkard will ever be poorC19:ll. Know how to act at a wine-

partyC31 :31) ·and laarn what to speak of; where banq1rnUng and 

..y4 mm:dc a1·e going on, you shotlld not di souss a.bstnlse prob-

lems and show your wisdomC32:5)L Beginning with 39:18 our 

ttd.s to 39·:11. The passage contains: warnings aga.:i.nst false 

frien.ds~C37:1ff.) as we:'lll as rulr.Js of etiguette'C::ili;;:o 31:21). 

His advic~, regarding various attitudes to be assumed on vari-, 

aua occasions is eminently practical. 

In fact, in this we find a cbaractariatia mannerism 

o:f .style in Si raoh' s wor1r. He is premnin~rntl y 1vorcll y and re-



He-
oognl zes t;ho r.H:~ces~3:i·ty of vvot·dly advice. ].;t carries th:iei so 

far as to giv€:l rise to a libel on Ecclesiastlous. It has been 

said, to his discredit, that many of his maxims are written 

from a purely selfish standpoint. This oritioism is sharply 

and keenly pu·t upon him because i'!; was thought, he c hdmf~d in-

'YI o t 
pi ra:ti on. Now, urg:i ng as we do, th~i.t lH~ does /\substant.i Ed~e any 

claim to/the divine origin of his words, w::: do not see any irn-

propd.ety in his g'iving out a few p·ractical, and p121r.ha.ps neces-. 

sary, suggestions. His teachings are human. Ke enters into 

minut,~ details, a thing never attt~:npted by canonical books, 

and for .this we cannot oemsnre him. On the fmtd.ame:ntal ancl 

itnpor.tant thf:iologioal views, he is wavering. Thia doubtfulness 

and 'llncerta:inty is what pr.obably kept him. out of the. oanon. 

!n ext1·ema oaso of this intent-H~ :i:·egatd for the Ci'JXtt"-Jrnal sid<::i of 



a matter, in the book has aiready bean mentioned. I refer to 

his degf:merated view of 'n1t'1roy 1 ~ Cha.1:i ty :i.a merc-:iJ. y an atonement 

for sins; no higher motives enter into consideration at all. 

On the whole, there i. s not so much of moral :i. nst·ruc ti on :i. n 1:he 

book as an application of maxims to conduct. 



~ I 

,. 

ffiCCtn;sr AS'ricus c oontirmecD · 



~ 10. Th~ Spirit of the Book. 

Before we oan obtain an adequate oompr\~ht"!!!nsi on of what 

di tton of af.f.ah•f3, the stat~~ of culture, a.t the titTH51 this book 

\ 
w.-..1s wl.'i-thm. ·:re th:b.11 end Wd noti,)d the following: 

The Greeks had extended their ooloni~a and tho aooompa~ 

rtY'inl?; influence, to all the dist:r.iota that eur1·ounded tile Jewish 

rian" lands and had scattli.ired. the.,ir own Hellenic cmlture over 

th~m in i ta stead. Sohllrer (2 nd · Div. I p .ll) po in ts ouiithat this: 

"viotox·ioutt piiHl(:}tra.t1on" is moat oler::1.r.ly shown in ths "religious 

worab.ip 11 • Whihl tha origir1.al relir.dous oults held their own for 

a tim.a, they had. fixu;;.lly to acknowledge the sup;;;n.·io:ri'ty of purely 



\ 

easy v:iotJ.rns. 'rbe Graoia.11 gynm.ast:i.o games were :i.ntroduced 11.s. 

religious rites& and with them. oauH~ forms tha:t could :cio-t be kept 

oooue famous in Greek l:iteirature giveiiil an added proo"f to the 

of the as:SE-i!l'.•tion tha. t th<:> Se people:e were eaai l y H'.el leni~ed. 

waa Judea., it, too, had necessarily to be su.bjeoted to this test 

of faith. A£ tar the $moke of the :Eir st battle, between these 

oont·anding force~ of Greoia.n and J"awish Cultur~, bad olesi.red a ... 

way, two l)arties might ba seen. On the one tu~nd were the Hasai-

dim w.ho would not yield one inch from purely ,Jewish 011ltureJ a.u(i, 

on th.e other lumd ware the Hellenists who had b(->an oapti vatad 

o anturad. by Grecian culture. The f ormar were repNH~ant(!)d by Je-

rusa~~m ancl th~~ l a:t;t~n· by Ale-xa.n.dr ia .... the seat of Gr~o iar1 oul tur 



. :r 

Hell•niem entered Judea p~rf6rae and steadily gained headway but 

its stronghold was with the people of its own cities. In the 

Jewish oountry, p1oper 1 the zaligious aspect of Hellenism,was 

tepulsed. by the deoidad viotori•s of the Maccabees. The other 

for tha burdan:s which they plaoed upon the people. rrhe acr i bes 

were continually discovering minute details whereby the peonle 

migb.t ro.ake thain$el ves unchtr-.:i.n, in a rel1.gioua ~amrn. The Mosr.'J.io 

1 awe of Cleanness and Ur10 learrn.eaa were the most emphasized ob ... 

aer van.oea of al 1 their p:r. aci tices. 

'rhe ~rew wa.s forbidden to enter it'lto any sor ·t of con~ 

ta.ct with Gem t:i. les for busi ner5s purposes C whetb.e:t• for 
lauding or borrowing, f o·r paying 01• r.eoei ving payments) · 

dur:lrig tl1e ·three day~ that prao~)de and f.ol low their :Ee~­
ti va.l. CAvoda Zora I J. ,2) . Ou the f <Sfjti val d<lY, no .Jew 

was to do any businoss C Avoda Zora I 4). Heathen w:il1e 
must not be d:r11tik for :fear. i't h~:i.d been used in a reli­

gious exeroie~H nor was it t" be made au ob.teat of. oom­

mer oa. ( Avocla Zora II 3). 



'l1rds int~ms1..'}ly Jewiah position, of ·the people of .Ttn•usalam, ww.s 

power :ful h1 the "two or three decades that immediately nreoede tb.t' 

lV1a.ooabaan outbr!llakt and the violence o:f that mc>ve was l::fiit a ou.lmi-

nati.ou of tt.H:1 whole affair - a fit of desperation after years of 

toleration. Aa before said, this condition as elucidated in the 

above paragraphs wet·~~ as prtmounoedly pres~rnt twenty years before 

the war a.a at tha't tim1113. With th"l s idea o lea.r ly in mind, we ar:e 

rea .. dy ·to look at the wor~ of Jesus the son 0£ Sir a.oh. 

When we l'<!.)oal 1 the :fact tba.t the e .. utbor names M .. msel ·f 

arid olaima ,Jerusalem as h'is home, 1ve cannot but readily admit that 

th$ inflW;!HlOEH~ which umst have surrounded him, while eng!>-.).ged on 

t.hi.e book, were oer·ta.i11l y ,Jewish and not Greek. Y@i:, we oaxmot 

rest her1~, as some have urged the alaim that outsi<ie of this pas-

1:.H~.ge t 'the book conta.itv~ :strcrng evide noes of Gl'(?H~k inf 1 uenoe. In 



this conn··~ction we .might recur 1;o anothex• argm:aant for the view· 

whio b reiga.r ds the boolt SIS sti· ic tl y Jewish. The Ha~H&idim f ounci 

tbair stronghold in the Seri bes and a.a Chery-ne has points~ out C 

185) Siraoh "was a true 1 scribe' · a.n.d glo:cied in th€! nameC38 :24)". 

Let ns notice a few 0£ the points which a.re thought to be of 

Gr e()} 1r. origin. 

'the strongest used, upon whioh to. ba1!H~ this claim, is 

found in 17: 17 it reads 1 "For every na.tion be appointed a ruler 1 

ii::i a. stxong dogmatic nost ti on taken h':~re regarding the dootr:J.ne 

of gua:rdi an angel in and further that thi.s dootr i n<:l i ~~ of. .Pl a.tonic 

origin. 'ro the :first pa.r.t of this we assent, to th-e latter P!=tI't, 

we are opposed. Ther$ doea seem to be a clearly dafined notion 

of guardian angels in Eoolesiast:ious; bLrt oan W":> say that th:i.s 



1.daa is due to the influences of Plato's "T'imaeu~"? We notioa 

that the LXX introduces this version into Deuteronomy 38:8-9 when 

translm.ting the words n~y Til'ii" ·r~n "::> • Still, we oanr10t aay 

this view :is oO.n:fined to the Greeks. BissallC:ln Lange's Commen1-

tar-y)· says: "on th211 oontrary, it is clear that the idea W8.S a. fa.ft 

miliar one in :ea.1~~eti.n.e in late;r times Cc:f. Dan.10:13,20,21, Ia. 

24:21,22 and Riehm' a HandwHrterb., art. "Engel")''. Age.in we 

II 
might offer Dahne ·~r excuse that the grandson, who t1·a.nsla.ted the 

book into Greek for the Alexab.dri'an Jaws put this thought into 

tenet 11 'rl1e difficultie1 that arise, oomt.Q, ae a rule, from the 

f a.C>1:. that :many ideas wel'e common to tbe Jewish and Heil leni stio 

schoQls. We are p:i:·on.e to :forget this when attributing a i:iurely 

Jewi$h thought to a Greek origin. 

The next passage, with wh:i.oh the claim of Alexandrinian 



I . 

f--

origin is a.dvanoed :i.a :found in 44: 16 and reads: 11 a:11ooh pleased 

the generations". Whence is this tho·ug:h.t derived? 

selab: and B~uooh widked with God. after he begat M. threa hund.1·ed 

year. a, and begat sons and df3.ughters: and all the d.ays of Enooh 

were three hund·rad sixty and ·five years: a.nd £!.:noc.b wal keel wi t.h 

God: and ha was not J for God took him." From this, it does not 

seem to follow :l.n any way that En.ooh waa an espeoiall'Y :H tting 

e·icample of re:pentance. We a:re nowhere told so in Genesis.. Again 

we aa.k, ·whence was thi.s though1~ deriv·ed? One has a.lr.eady saidf!al'"' 

that .is due to the same influence tha.t caused Phi lo to make the 

same point in his writings. Ha took the expression l.'J\A' np1z -','.:) 

n~-n~xCGr. d'le f<-ETE~'7Kcv a..urdv~3t:6~) and weaved an allegory 



around it .. H'1dtzaohe ( Introd. p .. 36)·ha.a explained a.way the dif-

:Uoul ty, in a sat1.e:fa.otory ma.nner .. · H:e says, that th.r.:l Hebrew 

text when careful 1 y studied n.d.ght he.ve brought a Palestinian rea-

d.e:t to this thought. N'otice the expression -Sl.\' 11·~1:-i 'lf1X. 

n°'?ID1n~~·after he begat Methuselah .. We can almost sea the process 

of thought evolv·i.ng in tlle J$wish mind, by which it was a.rgued: 

Enoch only walked with God after ·.he begat Methuselah eto., f'dlt,-"""* ....... ,,.. 

henc• his repentance dated from that timet for, walking with God 

after a o6r·ta.in fixad specified time seems to ind:i.oate that bil-

fore that time -he did not walk with God. In view of this rapen-

tan.O(\I, he :is here oi ted as an"example of repeintar10e". 

'fheae twr..i points are gi van the moat pr ominenoe by both 

Dlihne· and G(Brer , aa far as th~ a:r gum.em t for an Alexa..nd.r ian inf l u-

enos is ooncer ned. Can we not tl3ee how weak these a.re? espeo ial 1 y 



ao, sin.oe they a.re not supper ted by any ttli ng better or fur th,:ilr. 

Now, let us consider one or. two argumentB pointing to a purely 

Jewish spirit in the book. 

We have alr$ady alluded, in a previous chapter, to the 

lao'k of belief in th•!:\! 11 future life 11 a.s characterized tn such ver-

ses as "The son of man is not immortal" Cl7:30) and "Who shall 

praise the Most .High in Hades?'' Cl7:27). We have to refer to 

41 :12 and 44:8ff. also, in whioh he speaks m~rely of a name that 

is l~ft behind ua after death. Thia view can only be Pales-

'' T tini an, says Dal'ma CII p.127) .. he next a:rgurner1t is based cm 

11:14 "Good thi11gs and evil, life and death, poverty and riohes 

are :from the tordrr. The Alexandrians we;re very cautious about 

ascribing the o:r:igin of sin ·to God. Here too is a distinctively. 

,Jewish l'!lentiment and a clear evidenoe of £,alestirdan origin, a.-. 



II. 
gain says Da.hnaCII p.129) • 

All in all, we cannot subscribe to Dean Stanley's state-

ment, in whidh he :t·emarks CHist. of Jewi:::1h Ch. III p.269) ''it is 

evident that th$ Grecian spirit bas touched it Cltoolesiastiaus) a 

its oore a.nd raised it ou1; of 1 ts Semi tio atmosphere". nor o an 

we allow ourselves to draw, with him; this extravagant figure: 

n thEI closed hand of the Hebrew Pr over b hae opened into the open 

palm of Greoian rhetorio'"· Dean Stanley has here fallen :into an 

En•ro11, into wt>Joh, many others ca.relessly allow themselves to 

fall. There are two posi.tions possible and only one oa.n be oor-

reot. IDither the book shows a strong Greek tinge from tha .faot 

that it is the result of the :fir.st contact betwe~n Alexmtd:riani em 

and Jud.a.ism. ... whio h we do not believe 1 or, the book is of pure 



J?alestin:lan an.d .• Jewish ortgin a.nd striotly 01·-tb.odox in its oolo-

r:hig; ""Vfhiob we do believeh 

11.:wald' s apt application of ·the tarmnzw:.tscJhenschriften" 

to the Apocrypha, ,1n ganera.1, only f.indsi a partial substantiation 

in the book oJ'. Eocles:laetious. Sh·ach's work is intertnedia.ta bat··· 

ween Old Testamern:t and New Tes,ta.ment in noi nt of tirna; only, bu:t 

not in doctrines. · 'llhe dootrittes are em.:lnently .Jewish; the form, 

as w~ aha.11· sea 9 is strictly of Hebrew gnomic l:i.teratm:e1 And 

the Spi·rit is tber~£ore clearly and merely J<Htish .. 

I I I ( ( I f ( ' · I ,' ( ( 
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CHAPT!tR V 

ECCLESIASTICtJS AND PROVH:RES. 



§ .11. Relation of 1£"ocle~daist:ious to Proverbs. 

The p1·esent book, i.:mder· oonstld0ra.t.ion, is much more 

copious than its canonical oountbrpartCProverbs has 31 chapters) 

containing as it does some 61 chapters of ordinary length. 

}!, 

'{ert diff{:;.:r::i.ng in qu8Ati ty, w~· still observe a striking 1·~1samb-

lance in qllali ty. 'l1-he cant~mts, and the H·tc:n:·ary form i.nto 

which it is cast, exhibit$ a remarkable similarity to Proverbs. 

Each of the two books have been aptly termed by Prot~R~ G.Mdut~, 

ton a "M'.iscHllany o:f Wi~ldom". Pa.:r.alleL~, too, in thought and 

language, between the two books abot:tnd. 

On "Wisdom", the, parall~ls a1·r:) especially numerom.1i 

and the conception of it is perfectly similar • 

.filcclua.1:14. 'Tb" fear tlrn 'Lord is tlrn b~:ig::i.nning of w:i.sdom1and 

it was created togeth•r with the faithful in the 



womb. 

Prov.I :'7. The :fear of the Lord. Uc. the beginning of knowlc')dged 

But the fooltah clesp:if'H?# wir:·idom anJ inr.;truction. 

Prov.9:10.The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; · 

And the knowledge of the Kbly One is understanding. 

ldolua.24:3.I came forth from the mouth of the Most High; 

and covered tiu~ Em:ri~h as a mi.st. 

Prov.9:6. For the Lord gi·1reth wif1don1' 

Out of 'the mouth cometh knowledge and t.m.dfH•standing. 

l.Gcol.6:27.Search 13:.nd see1c, and she shall be ma.dr.:'I known unto thee; 

·And when thon hast got hold of her, lE'.'it bel' not go. 

Prov.2:4,6,8. If thou seek har as silver, 

And search for her as for hid treasuresietc. 



§cclua.24:5. Alona I co~oassel tho ai1cuit of heaven, 

And walked in tha d3pth of the abvss. 

Prov.8:27. When he established the heavens I was tbsre: 

Whan ha set a circle upon the face of the deap. 

~cclue.14:24. Re that loJgea close to h•r house 

Shall also fasten a nail in her walls. 

Prov.9:1. Wisdom bath builded her housel 

Sho hath hewn out her savon pillars. 

&cclue.4:12. He that lovet4 hor lovath lifcl 

And they that seek h~r early shall ba fillad with 

P:rov.8:17. I love th1.'l:tn that love me 

And tnosm that seuk me diligently shall finJ me. 

Prov.4:7,8.Wiadam is the prinqipal thing, 

therefore get wlsdom1Yea,wtth all thou hast ~ott~n 
get undcretanding.etc. 
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~aalua.1:4. Wisdom hath baen created beforo all tbings, 

And the understanding of prudence from everlasting. 

~aclus.84:9. He created ~o from the beginning before the world; 

And to the end I shall not fail. 

Prov.8:82. The Lord possessed me in tbs b0gianing of his way 

Before his work of olrl. 

mcclus.14:22. Go forth after her as ona that tracketh 

And lie in wait in her ways. 

Watching daily at my gates 

Waiting at the posts of ny door~. 

lt ib quite natural that at this point, tba two books should 

bs so sbli l<:n: ' in splrlt as they are, both of them parts of 



we oomo upon other points of similarity, touching a variety 

of allb,jt:iots. Som~ of these~ topics WG :dght point out as fol-

lows: . 

· ~kcll.1:11~, Jfrov.10:87.-; Wear® promish~';d "length of lays" for 

God 1 i w:}.s s. 

lcal.3:2b,Prov.l:8,a:20 --- The law, to obey and honor father 

and mo th er, is si m1 J .. a.r1 y e:nphaid z,ed. 

~oal.S:5,P1·ov.lB :1 ,---~· Speak kindly. 

&oal.6:2,Prov.17:17, aave a true friend. 

lcal.12:8,Prov.17:17,19:4,7, --- l friend is tried in adversity. 

lool.82:13,Prov.13:20, --- Bon't go with a fool. 

·k\;ool.22:'16,Prov·.2'7:3, -·-- Sa.nd, salt or :lron :i.s ea;::-):i.er to 

bear than the fool. 

taal.6:10,Prov.14:20,19i4, --- Riahes bring friends; Poverty 

looses them. 

,, 
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Eccl.BS~B, Prov.9:13,13:16, ---·Fools bring disgrace by their 

f 011 y. 

lacl.41:12,Prov.88:1, --- Good name i1 better than riches~ 

lcal.13:13~Prov.1~:2Q,---8e careful of your associates. 

lacl.14:6,Prov.11:7, --~A man is his own worst enemy or beat 

f:t:i.tt.md. 

locl.33:la,Prov.12:Sl, --- Righteous believers are saf~. 

locl.a:l6,Prov.18:24, --- Again, possess a true friend; 

God. 

laal.10:7,Prov.29:93,18:18, --- Pride brings low. 

loDl.10:29,Prcv.8:36,20:2, --- No one honors him who sins 

ag<.d. •ist hinurnlf. 

lccl.4:86,Prov.88:13, --- Confess your sins, it will be im­

pos8ible to finally conceal thax. 

Sool.5:8,Prov.101B,11:4, --- Remember~ unrighteous gains profit 

nothing. cf. the Ge:r man pr over b 11Un-

1·1:~oht gut gedt'~ihet nicht". 



Socl.83:17,Rrov.9:17,5:15, --- The forniaator delights in secret, 

un.1 awfnll isi ns. 

lcal.9:6,Prov.5il0,6:86,29:3, -- Yield not thyself to harlots. 

by hc:l' • 

loal.12:11,Prov.Sd:Z4, various guises of a 
baf.:lG :nan. 

~ccl.3:18,Prcv.3:34, --- fhe lowly find favor in the eyes of Jed. 

;col.27:10,Prov.13:81, --- Sin is the curse of min. 

~ocl.37:15,Prov.3:8, --~Ask God fer aid in directing your ways. 

IBcol.37:18,Prov.18:81, --·~ l'he ·tongLtt~ ha.a power ovec l:ift'l and 

d0a:l.'t h. eta . 

. EGcl .87:1a,Prcrv.2~3:Blb, --- Don'i; sin for an indiff(:>r.ent thing. 

fficcl.97:82,Prov.10:10, --- Winking of the eyes is bud. 

Eoal.30:21,Prov.12:85,15:13,17:22, You afflict yourself 

by SOl' l' OW. 

i' 
i' 
I' 
I 



iccl.7:3,Prov.08:8, --- Sew not unrighteoUsnGss, for then 
you will also reap it. 

lcol.8:16,28:8,Prov.22:24,16:18,-- Don't go with a wrathful 

man, he kindles strife. 

~·eel .14:9 ,Prov.27 :20, ·~-- Covetous men al'G never sattB:f.ied. 

'E::o<31.J.4:10,3l:l:3.,Prov.23:6'/l,,·--- The evil r:~y13 b€~grudges gifts. 

ffi·ccl.38:18,P·rov.15:13,l'lP32, -- Sorrow a:ffects thc1 strength. 

fficcl.29:18,Prov.11:15,22:26, Beware of going E.nu:·sty. 

lccl.8:13,Prov.11:16, --- Be not a surety especially above 
yo11r povnn' <n· for i:~t1·a.nger s. 

Eool.1:3:95,Prov.15:1~1, -·-··A. :n<'.'lrry m: so:rrowftil. heart is ex­

hibited in the countenance. 

11~Gol .ll :11,.Prov.J.l :24, -·-- A hard worker· i:::i often in want. 

!aal.31:27,Prov.31:8,7, --- Wine is good. 

Bccl.31:27,Prov.20:1, -~-Though sometimes Cin excess)·bad. 

Eccl.19:1,Prov.81:17,23:81, --- A wiria bibber ~ill ever be 

pooi· • 



lccl.4:1,3b,Prov.3:B7-28,14:21,1~:~~ --- Give the needy. 

!acl.29:1,Prov.19:17, --- Lend to the poor neighbor. 

lacl.31:23,Prov.22:9,--- Treat the poor liberally. 

!aol.27:26a,26:25a,Prov.28:27, --- A man will fall into a pit 

of his own d'igg:ing :::mcl "rolling 

stones gather no moss". 

1Eccl.27:1b,Prov.23:5, --·-Riches are for rmught. 

locl.39:21,Prov.11:4, --- ~verything has ite proper ttsei no use 
for riahem in 'day of wrath'~ 

lliocl.31:8,9,Prov.28:22, -~-The wicked ~an m~kes riches the 
o bJect; of h'i s pur su'i t. 

lcol.20:88,Prov.12:11,28:19, --- .Till the ground for food's 

lcal.34:19,Prov.15:8, -~- Sacrifices do not clear of sins. 

~aol.34:18,Prov.21:27, --- Sacrifices of ill-gotten things is 

a mookex·y. 

ldal.30:6,Prov.18:24, --- The son will represent the father. 



!col.31:12,Prov.23:13,14, -"'.'-.Chastise your son. 

Bccl.10:1,Prov.20:8, --- A good ruler discipline$ his people. 

ttlccl .10 :B ,Prov.29 :12, -"'.'- RulGirr~ have ·t;he wholu W€:ilfare of i:he 

cd ty ·with them. 

lcc1~26:1,Prav.31:10, --- Virtuous wives are above price. 

lacl.26:2,Pro~.12:6, --- Virtuous wives are the comfort of 

theh' husbands. 

:Sccl.25:16,P1·ov.21:19, --- With a wioli.:ed woman :is i:ht.1 moiijt 

!cal.10:27,Prov.12:9,--- A p~udent workman is better than the~ 

improvident spendthrift. 

16~1.10:25,Prov.17:2, --- A wise servant is greater th~n a 

wicked ft'GHiil man. 

fflccl.11:8,Px·ov.18:13, --- _A··~r;ha1·act:eristic o:f a wisH ma.n is, 

to hear Eirst and then answer. 

Eccl.28:27,Prov.28114, --- Another characteristic of the wise 

man is carefulness. 

--------------------------'--------··'"·-· --



iool.81:16,Prov.9:9, --- Again, wise men all reoieve instruction. 

lacl.21:13,Prov.10:11,13:14,14:27,16:82, -~-The mouth of the 

wise is a fountain of life. 

B6al.37:12,Prov.13:20, -~~.Associate with wisa men. 

fficol.37;84a,Prov.9:12, --- W:ise men are '.N3lwa1:ded. with blfH.s~ing. 

E cc 1."37 : 14, .Pi• ov. 26 : 16 , 215 , --- Regard f o:r. mlr.aer al -- SH.3vo.~n. 

fficcl.3:1,Prov.4:1, --- .This is but one of many pos~ible parallels 

wher';'-' th'~~ authors iaper:i.k -in ttL:: manne:i:· of a 

fa teer to a. son. 

low besides these similarities in thought, ws also find a 

lik~ness in the fi~ures of speech. These are some of the moat 

pr omi nen t. 

mcel.28:10-11, As is the fuel of the fire, so will it burns 

And as the atoutri.ess of the str·ife is, so will lt 

btu•n etc. 

P:t·ov.26:21, Ar..i aoals ax·e to hot embers, Eiml wood to fire, 

So is a contentious man to inflame strife. 

(; ( r , rt < r 1 < ( ' 1 1 1 ( 1 1 f ( 



IBccl.34:3b, Tbm likeness of a faaa over against a face. 

So t;he heat t o:E m<:in to man. 

-------------------

!ocl.21:3, All iniquity is as a two-edged sword; 

It'~ stroke hath no hsaling. 

:Prov.5:4, But her latten:· end is bitter as worm-wood 

Sharp as a two-edged sword. 

------------------------

Prov.30:33, For the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, 

And thewringing of the nose bringeth forth blood. 

Sc the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife • 
.-- ........... -- .......... _ ... .,.._ .. __ 

Prov.27:8, As a bird that wandereth fro~ h~r neat, 



8ccl.g:5, For gold is tried in the fire, 

Ami a.cceptabla1 men in tiH::i furnace 0£ hurrdliat:ion. 

!ocl.27:5, The furnace will prove the potter'd vassals, 

And thes trial of a man is in hi.s reasoning. 

Prov.17:3, The fining pot is for silver,and'the furnac0 far 

But the Lord trieth the hearts. 

But a man is trted by his praise. 

lay, furth8r, the two books possess id~ntical expressions. 

Here, f O:i:· ex.ample, ari!l a few pacsages of the so:t·t I mc.·:i<.rn: 

Bee 1.34: 17, Ha ra:i seth 'llp the SOlll , and ~~.Y!'£h!S?!!.::.!!! ']!l!! '!t'Y!;?~,. 
He giva·th healing, life and a blesislng. 

Prov.29:13, The poor man and the oppressor mast tog0ther 

---------------------------------

file c 1.1 : 30 , Exalt n{)t t;h yse 1 f , h~ st t hon f a.11 , r·md bring dishonor 



' J' 

.Prov.5:14, I was well nigh in all i;llV:il, 

In the fil!1g!j~ '.<;;?f .Ht~ 19,S.!E·g!:~2g~!~!S?E- and assembly. 

---"""'--..- '"""""""'- -.. -.... ,., ..... --~--.-.---'""""' 

.macl.5:12, If thou haat understanding answer thy neighbor, 

And i-f rwt' !~~-:tn1 E1eEg 1 !?.~ LlIJ(m .Eh1 '!11.9}}].Q:. 

Prov.30:32, If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself or 

i :f thou hast tb0t1gLJ.t c~1vi 1, !~.% 1~!}.J .t~f!!.!'.S} ~~J?.£W '!:ttY. !!J..Qg]~ •' 

--------------------------------. . 

Aftwr this display of parallels in the two books, 

the two works w1:n•;;;; thB p:eod.11ot; of om·:) age, in which th0 whole 

bent of litorary activity was in the direction of wisdom lite-

rature? Or, shall we say that the one (probably Soclesiastioua) 

ia but au imitation of tha other. This ditficulty has been 

felt by many after noticing the similarity of spirit. in the two 

books. Wo will disause each horn separately. 



By far, tno most remarkabl~ argu~ent urging the 

view, that they ware both the product cf one age, is found in 
. ' 
! I 

Z A W Xi,· 1895. It is an a.rtiol~ by W.h:an1rnmberg, which at-

tempts to prove a sameness of date for Proverbs 1-9 and filccle-

aiasticus. Some of his points of likeness arc these: 

l. Both books pre~'.ient us with a similar view of 

on this subject. The different vi~wa ofn~~n are, a) •an unfal-

tering belief in Gel as the great Judge who rewards us according l 

to our deserts, and b) 1 the results and experieno0s of life, h~n-

dad clown by ·tradltior.t -· .. from fat\:ter to son. '.I'his ifs the 

/ 

d.ex to spa.:t•t1 th(:dr ahild.ren similar bitter r:uisforlu11ef.~, 'they 



2. Both books contatn a pernuli:n conception of b'Nt0f'1 

'fhc:HH:!I are mi:m who commit such wrongs as ai~e, perhaps, riot 

stz·ictly forb:iddem and p11n:f.shable by law, yet which arc~ never-

thalese wrongs. They are organizations of inlividuals who 

gain the control of the g;ove:t·rntmtal maohinen:y and ma.ks it sub-

sarvient ta their purposeat Or, they will by the lying and per-

jury of their tongues c:i.rcumv1,:n1t 'the law and dest·roy tht1Jir neigh-

"highway t·obbers", in PJ.•overbs) ~ 

3.Bot;h books spc.~ak of a. cd.ty populatdon. The agrit1u.l-. 

tural and rural classes are hardly thought of. a)Farming is 

not mentioned in Proverbs 1-Q and in only a few places in Ecole-

w:d, tten wert!J a corrnnr::u.·c.'lial sot. !Evidently a city -·-.and business-

likG populat:i.on Ccf • .Prov.'7:19f,6:l:f and a.lso Ecclus.29:1!5f). 



4. The principal them~ of Prov.1-Q is a warning 

e,grd ns t a o er ta.:1 n 'l"l '1 '5 nw;.." • 

of it in i;he book Jtr.~e;lf) 1 but tha:t adultery was of oo;iimrm oc-

is that thll'.; vi1::1ws of the two books regarcHng that unfortunate 

a.1:e again similar, aJthe 'r"N :ls und.oubtf:dly a marri<:d woman who 

the wife of a f~llow Jew. 

Wildeboer, "Die L:i·i,. des A.'T'." p.373 quotes Oort 

woman in Proverbs. But he likewise quot~s Kuanen as 

opposed to Oort. 



l~rom 'these po:i.nts, the ocmclus"icm is drawn that the works were 

This cone l usi 011 it seems to m~), :l. s not su:f:fi ciemtl y 

wa1•:tanted. Foi·, were i·t trms, we:> would have st pe:c::f<'.llot rigtl"f; to 

expeo·t to see no di sagr~e.nn~nt upon any fund.enn<'Hrirnl tho11ght. 

Thie we do not observe. ihera is the consideration of 

I refer to the ward 

01· "teaching" (cf • P:i:· 0·1t. 7 : 2 ma.r gi nal note R. V.) l it has by no 

possible distortion, a r0ferenoe to the Pantateuoh. 

wh@re a oon:m1;u1d is gtvm1 to lrnlp the:) poor, there i~> add.8d the 

wo:l'.'ds, tha:t he, by shcrwing mercy, "keepG ;h th~ oomrnandnwmts". 

Now this is a alear r0ferenco to Dt.1517;8~ In 83:83 a wiokmd 

wife is said to b~ "dizwbecl:itrn.t to t:ho law of t.he1 Mo~;'t High" 



. i 
I 

iao.tho:r: ha.cl in mind. eithE1r n.t.~12:22 Ol'.' I1v.f30:10. w~, t:tre forc:i.bly 

reminded of Dt.$39:29 when we r<::ad 3:22 "Wha1.; is con:unanded thee 

·think 'ttwreon for thou hai:id: no need for what :i.s concealed". 

Thes& are but a few places whera'th~ law ' is plainly the 

o t h~r s ( cf .1 : 8 3 , 2 : 15;.. ~ 6 , 6 : 3 7 ~ 8 : 8 , 9 : 115 , l 0 : 19 , 15 : l , 15 , 19 : 1 7 , 2 O 

21:11,22:27,88:28,32:15,35:1 eta.)~ But , above all lcclesias-

·ti cus has an open and c li~ar reference to the- "La.w of Y!S!!~E! 111 • 

In 24: 23 tb<iil author r.;;ays 11 al1 thc:::se things are the book of the 

covenant of tht-:1 Mofzt High God, ( c~ven) the} law which McJS\!!~1 1 
~-~- ........ .....,, 

commandc~1d u~; for a heritagE9 unto ·the assernbl:l.r~s of Jacob". 

ahown to be aimilar to that of filcclasiasticua. That the LXX 

i: ,, ' 



u1f1cauo0 here. The LXX startei out on its work with this trans-

I la ti on vo ,.u o s " 111 IJ1 and u.s1:~d. ii: for 'iT'l 1..n no inatterr where: 01 :i. n 

I 

what cc.mnect.ion it ocou1·rc~d1 then, again.,vo/Aos is also the tI•a.ns·-

la:Uon o:E ,ol>o and other words meanJng 11 lnst1·uotion" in the LXX. 

itn:ct, further, as my claBrM.na.te Mt.Philip Wol:r. Cwho :i.s making a 
1(1:1 

;:.'!:, 

f ' 
Iii' I 

::;.: l 
ii' I 
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spEicial study o:f the T..1ii ·to Prov1;rbs) il:1forms me that the LXX 

'I'' 
!:;: 
"' 

like:~ness and iderrti ty o:f pr0:culiar thotlghts l:i.mi ted to par1~ l '!1 

ill' 
ii'"1' 

of Proverbs. Many similarities occur as previously shown:but 

onl' in pa:r.'tioul&.r occurs in pa1·t II which betrays its la:te oi·:l-. 

gin --~.e. the conception af~r~~. In Prov.10:2 and 11:4 it 

plainly means almsgiving, and as a proof of the fact that it / I 
-

is so understood we might mention that Synagogical almaboxes 

frequently have Prov.10:2 upon them. This conception is also 



thus cloa.rly defined in :filcclesiastic11s29:12, 3:~~0, 40:84. 

'"I 

The !Ecc lesiasttons concc':lp·ti on of Tl 115\ is much la:teir :: ' 

than that 6£ Proverbs. To J.b.Sirach, the Perrtat0uch had a de-

finite standing and was always quoted as an au·thcn·ity. .Proverbs 

doesn't as yet know of it as n~1~. •s like, Loo, as it is to 

Prove·rbs in spir:lt and form, we.:> may find rnany other po:i.nt!1'l of 

dissimilarity between them. 

In Proverbs we i 1in.d isolated obse:rvat:ions while here, 

we note a wide1· aui.·vsy of ·thf~ sub,jaa-t. Our author seems to take1 

an ep:i.g:t·a.m and di late upon it, ·thus :f oi'ming thcil maxim. · Sometimes 

gr am. Then too, the literature of this period went one step 

I 
:1111 ! 
".: 



beyond the poetry of Proverbs and added pros0,- Nbt prose as 

opposed to poetic u111:H1::m1·e and parallolis:11 but such as is :formed 

i: 

by a collection cf many single thoughts on one subject--
' 

"I 
! ! 
I"! 

' 

"a grouping of gnome:ni", an essay. The a:nthoi·s o:f Pro·verbr:S 

threw their thoughts incU.EJcrirninately abonti the autb.or. o:f 

iBcole~dasticns attt:nnpts som<:) sort o·f a olassification accor- I 
I', I 

ding to the subject treated. 

P:c.·ove1·bs has many an·thors. Thiis is, I believe gene-
' ! 

rally accepted. lcclesiasticua has only one. 

,, ' 

' Another difference is aeon here: ·Proverbs, ohs.1-9 

especially, :t•ecogn'.ize only Jews( cf .Prov.5:14-:ff) whil1:) Sccle1d.a.s- 'I 

t'lous spc~aks of "(<w.c:ry people and nati<.m 11 (cf .file cl .84:6-8). 

Cheyne says:· "Night and day lH~ mur:1t have stnd.:ied his 

' ' 

, I 
: ,I 



of style ". !'nd I hea:i:tily concur w:lth h:im. 'The book is un-

dcrnbtedly writtea1 9.f~en: P1:overbs, and f:eoru the gT<:.at likem:.~ss, 
" ' i ' 

' 

wh:i.ch it boars to that great canonical book we must conoluJe it :i.s: 

an imitation of that work. Fortunately, we may say of it, what 

was urged in de:fcnm:1 o:f. thr:~ E)a'.el of Beacc:ms,field when ht~ was ~~aid 

to be a plagia:x·ii:d;, tha-L, if its au'tho1· did take ttwu&·i.1ts from 

Proverbs hEi gave thtnu back, enriched. and wi't;h a fn:ctho1· meaning 

added :Erom having pasf.~ed through hit:~ hands. 

" 'ii l 
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