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IX 

The difficulty of handling an historical subject.· Material 

on John Lightfoot meagre. Only one essayt to the writer's knowledge, 

has been written on the subject.. Gandell. 's edition in Engl1.sh used 

for purpose of aonvenience. 

The method o.f approach in an historical subject is two-fold: 

viz~, (l) getting fac1;s, and (2) interpreting these facts in the 

light. of the :Philosophy of History. 
1 

The main problem which con

front a the writer of an historical theme is to get at the sources. 

Once he has made himself sure of the authenticity and reliability 

of his facts., he has a cJLear road ahead of him. Very ofte.n, howe.ver, 

t~he sources are wri t'ten in a language foreign to the research worker, 
. 

and as a result he must. rely upon tra:nslations.. Herein lies another 

di:ffic:mlty. Unfortunately, some of our most famous historical works 

have been translated by mediocre soholara~ who have either misquoted 

the facts, or have been so defioien~ in language as to be unable to 

express. clearly the meaning of the author's words. A typical well 

known oase is that of the translation into English of Heinrich Graetz's, 
2 

Gesohiohte der Jud.en. (While I have care.fully weighed the facts. in 

this thesis., I have been compelled at times to use second hand sources. 

These I have indioate:tit in the foot-notes.) 

1 By the Philosophy of History we mean the psychological tend.enoiea 
of historical events of Dr. Deutsch, Philosophy of Historyt Pages 
l 7. 

2 These mistqkes have been noted by Dr. Gotthard Deutso.h in an article 
in the Hebrew College Monthly o:f February 1918, called "My Graetz" • 
(Vol. I~, No. 5 Pages 135 - 144) 
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The ·method of interpreting facts. depends. on our viewpoint, 

whether we look upon the events or movements as isolated factst or 

whether we interpret. them as show:l,.ng ·the tendencies of tllle partic

ular period in which they took place. For instance, the Mortars. 

case of 18581 may be'merely an isolated fact in Jewish History show

ing the restrictions and inequalities of the. Jews, or may show the 

method that Pope Pius IX used in order to bring about the realiza-

tion of a ncatholiz.ed'." world, or likewise the incident may evidence 

that the reaction to the affair, which lea: to the formation of the 

Alliance Isrealite Universelle, aroused protest on the part of the 

' world. and resulted: in awakening feelings of sympathy and consid:eratiomi 

for the Jew, as witness the: election of' Lionel Rothschild to a seat in 

the House of Commons of Englana. 2 

T,hen again we are apt to rationalize too much in in·terpreting 

our facts, which is often very hazardous. "A little bit of knowledge 

ia a dangerous thing"* runs the common proverb. Unless we are fully 

grounded: on the facts, we dare not rationalize for this leads us to 

wild conjecture and strange hypotheses .• 

In hand.ling the subject of n John Lightfoot and his relation to 

Rabbinic Lore'', I have been greatly handicapped: by the dearth of first 

hand material. There is sufficient biographic material, but as far 

as I know, only one essay has been ·written o.n ·the apprec.iati on of the 

1 A case a:f foro.ible abduction in which a child named Edgar Mortara 
was violent.ly re-moved :from thB custody of his parents by papal guards. 
in Bologna on June 23, 1858, of JE Vol •. VIII. 

2 The struggle of the Jews for civic recognition in England culminated 
in 1858 when Rothschild gainea· a seat in the House of Commons by ac
cepting the "Chiltern Hundred11 and omitting the oath non the faith of a 
Christian". · 
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XI 

man and his work.
1 

In order M1erefnre,. to be able to interpret the work and. in-

, fluence of this great divirn";l,. I have made myself acquainted. w:lth con

d.i tions of his time:. namely,, the historical movements and tendencies 

of the seventeenth century. 

r· did not deem it necessary to read the enti.rfJ works of Light-

foot, since I he .. ve limited. myself to hi.s relation to the Talmud 1-eind 

other Re.bbinical Li:terature.. Nor tlo I think it necessary to read the 

HorHe Hebraica.e in the. original Latin only. 2 For the salce of convenience 

and. expediency, I have used in my stud.y of the subject, the best a:vail

able translation of the Horae, that of the Reverend H.obert Gsndell. 
3 

now and then mak:ing comparisons with CH.rpzov and Leusden editions. 
4 

Gana.ell was very careful in his translation, for he made use of the IJeus

den and J1;nglish folio editions in his' work. All reference in the Hora.e 

ffebraicae, unless otherwise spec1 ifi ea:, wi 11. be made acoord:Lng to Gnndell 'a 

Being an historlcal ,presentation of the subject, I haVf.l not laid_ 

· any particular stress upon the exegitical, theological phase of Light-

foot' s worlc.. These will be mentioned indirectly and i.n their proper ;J_,fZc, __ cs' 

1 D. M .. Welton wrote his ess-ay on John Lightfoot, the English HebraiS't, 
to obtain the doctorate of Ilhilosophy at the University of Lc~ipzig in 
1878. The work shows only a fair knowledge of the subject, but evidences 
a. warm appreciation for the noted l~nglish Hebraist .. 

2 One of the best Latin editions is Leusden's edition. Leusaen was an 
eminent Oriental and classical scholar, born a:t Utrecht April .26, 1624; 
was made Professor of Hebrew i.n Utrecht Unlversi ty; edited many loarned 
works, and 0ied September 30th, l,G69. cf Chap. IV J:>age .:5S thi.s thesis. 

3. Rev~ Robert Gandell, M.A., was assifrtant tuto:~~ of Magd.alene Hall and 
Late Michel :B1 ellow of Queens College, Oxforcl. He published :B,randa. 
Of the Horn'.e Hebraicae in four volumes at the Universtty Press in 1859. 
of• pages 

'J., Vi de Chnp. IV pa.ge s .:35~ "'-f ~) dc1, 
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order. My main interest is to shmv the reader in what wise this 

Christian Heb:r.aist made use of his profound and astounding knowledge of 

the Talmud and other Rabbinia literature,. 

I am great,ly indepted to my teacher and advisor, Doctor Gotthard 

Deutsch, who suggested this thesis, and through whose advice and counsel 

the presentation of the subject was made possible. I am also indebteff 

to Doctor L.ouis Grossmann for his copy of Welton' s phamphlet~ which has 

been a great help to me. 

I have made an honest and mod.est att.empt on this thesis. It will 

call forth criticism. I expect it, far I can not say: 
i\ ·~~~ Yn >:J1.n ~b )~'3'\~l":) ·-y~X ~~ 1 'l -'~I :J.~ 
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The struggle of the Jews for readmission.. Cromwell gives infpr

mal permission to the Jews to rosid'e and trade in England with certain 
' 

restrictions. Attitude of Charles. II .. In general did leniency toward 

the Jew encourage the study of Hebrew by Chris·tian Scholars? The Puri-

tans were friendly to the Jews. Was this amicability selfish and uli-

tarian? The Ref0Jrn1ation and Lightfoot.. Were thet'£ motives behind his 

study of this languag_e? 

.._ _________ ··-
The age in which John Lightfoot. lived was important for the ,Jews 

of J~ngland, for during th:l.s period attempts were made for the resettle

ment of the Jews. Expelled. ln 1290 by Edward. I,. we fiml little. or no 

trace of them until the seventeenth century .. 1 In 1542 we learn that 

many were arrested on suspicdon of being Jews, and throughout the six

teenth century we find people by the name of Lopez finding refuge in 

England. Among them was Rodrigo; Lopez, physician to Queen Elizabeth .. 

Toward the middle o:f the seventeenth century a considerable number of 

Marano merchants settled in London ana formed: there a secret congrega

tion, at the head of which was Antonio Fernandez CarajeL. They car

ried on considerable trade wit.h the L'evant,, the Indies and Bra~il, as 

well as with the Netherland.a., Spain and Portugal~ 2 
Their importance 

and position enabled. them to give Cromwell information as to the plans of 

l It is said.' Jews were connected with the Dot.mus Conservorum, a house 
in London found,ed by ord.er of Henry III in the year 1232 to provide a 
home and frea maintenance for Jews converted to Christianity. (See JE 
Vol. IV) An attempt to revoke ·the edict of expulsion was fruitlessly 
made in 1310. In 1376 we hear of a complaint made to the· King that those 
trading as Lombards were Jewa. (cf "Rot .part." II 3320..). 

2 cf JE Vol. V page 168 and. Art. 11 Commerce'' in JJIJ Vol.. IV• 
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Charles Stewart in Holland and. of the Spaniards in the New World. 

An impetus to the readmission of the Jews in England was given 
I 

by the· Puritan movement. Petitions favoring the settlement of the Jews 

in I~ngland were presented to the army in 1649 by two. Baptists of Amster

dam, .Johanna Cartwright· and her son, I~benezer, and suggestions to this 

effect. were ·made by men like Roger Williama and Hugh Peters. some were 

moved in the same d.irection by messianic reasons... The:i.r views attract.ea 

the enthusiasm o:f Manasseh ben Israel~l who in 1650 published his "Hape 

of Israel" in which he advocated the return as a preliminary to the 
' 2 

appeara~ce of the Messj.ah. 

T'he commerci.al policy which led. ·to the Navigation Act, of October 

1651 made Cromwell desirous of att.racting the rich Jews of Amsterd.am to 

London, so that they might transfer their important trade interests with 

the S~panish main from Holland. 

At tlite close of the war between England and Holland (1652-1654), 

Manasseh sent, his brother-in-law, Da:vid: Abra.venal Dormido3 to Landon to 

present to the council a petition for the readmiss:l.on of the Jews. The 

council refused to aot. Cromwell induced. Mnnasseh to go himself,· and 

at the end of September 1655 he printed his address to Cromwell, the re

sult being a National Conference held. at Whitehall in December of that 

same year, including some o:f the most promine~t lawyers, preachers and 

1. Manasseh was born in La Rochelle in 1604~ not as Welton says, in 
Spain or Por·tugal. He became 2nd or 3rd. Ra.bbl at Amsterdnm in 1622. As 
Graetz has it, he was the"IUesser" of the 17th century (seeVol. v.chap. 
II) He died at Midd:leburg, Netherlands, Nov. 26, 1657. 

2 Manasseh believed that the Mesdliah could not appear until Jews existed: 
in all lands of the earth. In 1644 he came into contact with Antonio de 
Montesino, who claimed i;hat the ten tribes had been discovered in the 
North American Indians and England was the only country from which Jews 
were exclud.edo If England admi·tted them the Messianic Age might be ex
pected. 
I Warden of the Jewish Communities at Amsterdam and. London in the 17th 
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and. me:r.·chants of J~ngland. The lawyers declared: that there was nothing 

against the Jews. residir1g in England., but both the preachers and. mer

chant a were opposed to resettlement and Cromwell stopped: the discussion 

in order to prevent adverse decision. 

Early in the y·ear 1656 the question came to a practical issue. 

:Due to the declaration of war against Spain, resulting in the arrest o:f 

Antonio Rodriques Robles, the Maranas of T~ngland were forced: to avow 

their Judaism as a means of avoid.ing arrest as Spaniards, and. the con

fiscation of the1r goods.. As a final res:ult:..-9£EE~el'.!:- a-P,pef:!-!§;.._to_ . .:!!!:..~~ 

s}.:.Y en i~f.0!.£1.HJ ...... l?.~mi s s i .£!!_ ~ o the !I ews to_ res_! de .£!!Ll!!~.~.~L .. !P En/£ l~:n<L~.£!1: 

~di.~J:..~1 ·tQ_.§!:t. j;pe~z_ .~}d__!!.21 obtrP,;df!. tl}tlL!!.£~_sJ1i:i,-i 9!?-. . E~lliL1'!.21l:~~ 

~-!he~ refr~_!Eea from ipak:i.nB -eros~l;y~e,s. 

This permiss.ion, I woulo. not say9 meant much for it did not :rep

resent in the fi,rst place, equality for the Jew, ana. seoond.ly i.t did not 

reflect the fee.lings of the people. The entire matt.er was too concealed, 

it was not an open thing. As Joseph J~wobs says, it was a "somewhat. 
' 1 

surreptitious method of solving the Jewish gues1;ion". We can no·t say 

that this apparent leniency toward the Jew was a boon for the study of 

Jewish literature by Christi.ans. In general~ I do not think that the 

stud,y of Jewish literature depends upon the condi tj.on of the Jew, nor the 

att,itude of the world to the .Tew. Cromwell was by no means a pa'Gron of 
? 

Jewish literature and culture. He was selfish. He felt that the reaa.-

• 
century: born :ln one of the principal cities of Andalusia (Spain) 
Cf JE IV p. 641. . 

l cf JE Vol. v •. p.168-9 • 

. 2 Even if Cromwell were a patron of Jewish literature, he could. not in 
any way have influenced Lightfoot. Placing Cromwell's de.alings with Jews 
a~ a.bout ~660, this woulc1 only ma.lee fifteen years before the great Eng- . 
lish Hebra.ist 's death. But IJightfoot 's study ahd knowledge of Rabbinics 
Were macle and acquired long before th1.s,, in fact, at a time when the 
:feeling toward the Jews - tf there were any Jews there then - was not any 
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mlssion of the Jews into JtJngland would aid his commercial enterprises. 

,So likewise Charles II upon his return avoided taking any action on the 

petition o:f the merchants o:f Lona.on asking hlm to revoke Cromwell's con

cession, because he had been assisted by several Jews of royalist sym

pathies9 as Mend.es da Costa and Augustive Coronel - Chacon, during his 

exile. :BJven the .Puritans were friond.ly to the Jews .• because they saw 

through them a realization of some of their hopes and dreams.. So granted 

that the Puritans did have sympathy for the Jews, and. that some of them 

studied. Jewish literature 9 we can no·t say that a man like Lightfoot was 

induced to ·study the Talmud. and other Rabbinic literature by virtue of 

the fact that h~ breathea Puri·tan air .. 
' 

That the Puritans. were friendly t.o the Jews 1s evident.. Why~ re-

mains to be .~een, or answered. Graetz1
? in speaking of the Puritans, 

says: nLike the· M!wcabeaa of old, the Puritans fought sword in hand, and 

praise o:f God in their mouth11 • But not out of the New Testament could 

the Roundheada2 derive inspiration and warlike courage.. The Christian 

Bible, with its monkish figures, its exorcists, its praying brethren and 

:pietistio saints, su1Jplied no models for warriors contending with a faith

less k:i.ng 9 a fake aristocracy and unholy priests. In other words 9 only 

the heroes of the Old ~'estament. the Jew's Book, could serve as mod.els and 
\ 

:prototypes for the 11uritans.. Cromwell. himselft compared himself to Gid-

e on and Jud.as ~v!ao cab eus .. 

too good .. cf ChHpter III. pages. 2~ -Z 7 

1 Vide Vol .. V• P• 26· 

2 In the reign o:f Charles r~ Hnd later, a Puritan, or member of the Parli.a
mentary party, who wore his hair cut short, so called in· derision by the 
Cavaliers, who usually wore ringlets .. 

: I 
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.Among the Puritans, therefore, were many admirers of the Jews. 

']!he existence of a people in spite of persecution was a ma:rv,el to them. 

T~ey wanted to see Jews in England. Cromwell is said to have said: "Great 

is my sympathy with this poor people, whom God chose, and to whom He gave 

Ris law; it rejects Jes,us, because it does not recognize him as the 

l Messiah." Cromwell dreamed of a reconciliation between the Old and New 

Testamen-t s,, of intimate connection between the Jewish people of God and. 

English Puritan theocracy. To some Puritans the New Testament was of 

1i tt1e, or no import,anae. 2 Holmes, the great J?uri tan preacher, i't is told. 

us, wanted to becoma the servant of Israefand serve him with bended. knee. 

One author proposed the seventh day ( Shabos} a.s the off.:l.ci al day of rest. a. 
Some wished: the Thorah to be declared hy the English Government as the oode 

of England .. 

Hebrew b~cama a favor1te study with Puritan ministers, who dwelt 

much upon the' Messianic hopes and. promises of the Scriptu.res ana .. Rabbinic 

works. "Puri t.ans and Seotexians began to take the greatest interest in 

Jewish Mesaianio affairs just before King Cht11rles: I ( 1600-1649) was ex

ecuted, for most of them were looking £orward to some new reforme.d Common

wealth, some new communion of saints, some republic, some peaceful Kingd,om 

of Truth and Justice, a.net they connected the restoration of Israel scrip-

t 4 
urally with its advent." 

l Of G V,. 26-28 

2 So absorbed were, they in the Old Testament, that to them the teachings 
Of the, New Testament were of no consequence. 

3 This oca.urr.,ed in 1619 and was condemned b.y :Parliament. 

4 NS Vol. I·p. 40. 
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It seems at the very outset. that Puritan sympathy for the Jews 

was selfish. It would. a.lac seem that. their friendliness. for the hither

to despised ·and per·sea.uted race in England was due to the fact that, their 

beliefs, esp~cially thE.dr Messianio ideas.. told them that they coulrli! bet-
'))V 

ter hope far their consu,..ation by enlisting the services and suppo.rt of 

the Jewa. Lat us look to the facta1 

Sadler· ( 1615-1674) Town Clerk of London and friend of Cromwelll, 

was favorable to the Jews because the idea prevailed that the Jews: had. 

fi.rst to be dispersed throughout the world before the. Lord would return 

to set. up his Millenial Kingd.om,, 1 

Ia.a.ace de La P'(Y)ffiire (1694-1676) of Bordeaux in his book 1'Du 

Rappel des Loi\s" dema~ds the restoration of Isreal to the Holy Land in 

an unconvertea state 0 in the belief that the restoration will lead to the 

final triumph of Christianity.1 

Thomas Fuller (1608-1661), Prebendary of Salisbu.ry, del:lvered 

sermons in which he argued that, the ,Jewish nation was fulfilling an im-
2 

portant office in the world and was an instrume>nt o:f good. 

Whoever read.a tho Puri tan literature. of ·that epoch will note that 

the view was hald by many that. the Israeli t is.h raoe would eventually be 

brough·t baak to its own land. But to this was added the belief that Jews 
2 would: return in a converted!, 1. e .. Christia.n state. This :perhaps aocoul'1t s 

for Puritan sympathy and friendliness. They thought that Jews. woula make 

splendid material - good., Puri tan Christians.. Hence it is not strange 

that a man like- Thomas Draxe ( -1618), a great. theologian.- in his book\). 

• 
l NS. Vol. I p~40. 

2 NS Vol. I chap. VIII. P• 54 .. 
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OThe Worlde 's Resurrection" (London 1608), should d.emonstrate that 
11 

all 

the practical prom:tses, such as the land of Canaan, a certa:i.n form of 

government were proper to the Jewa and that we (Christians) must ther&

fore acknowledge ourselves debtors unto the Jews, and deeply engaged 

unto them. We must be so far off from rendering or return evil for gooa."
1 

Q.,1• 

Nor is it unusual that at the meeting of the Committee. for the Prop~lgation 
2 of the Gospel, which met in 1644, to consider certain proposals of some 

twenty leading d.ivlne, included the question of' the rights of Jews, and 

also~, a comment signed R. w .. read: "I humbly conceive it to be the duty of 

the civil magistrate to break down that superstitious wall of' separation 

' between us Gentiles and the Jews, and freely make way for their free and 
1 

peaceable habitati.on amongst us." The good will of the Pll'.l'.'i tans none 
\ can doubt, yet their motives wera actuated by se.lfish desires to see the 

. ,,.,-v 
consumati on of their ideas and hopes. 

1.\ 
I·t .is ind.eed very hard to believe that the att,itude of the Puritans 

induced John IJightfoot to stud.y Hebrew. In the first place, no mention of 

Lightfoot .and his relation to the Puritans, is made, eithe·r by M.s ovm 
. 3 ,-

biographers or in his own wor.lrn.. , I am sure that had ho been influenced 

by the Puritans he would have mentioned something in his dedications i.n 

SL.. '7. the Hora:(.• 0 B~sides, Lightfoot was a Presbyterian.. It is unwise for us 

~o branoh off into a discussion of the diff'ere.nces between Puritans and 
4 

Presbyterians. Suffice it to say that they were not the same thing@ 

The Puritans as a body may have been tolerant, and yet in its split-up 

l Cited. i4N.S' 

2 Oliver Cromwe~l was himself a member of this Committee. 

3 Vide chapter III - page 2~ 

4 Vida Morley P 129, etc~ 

and chap .. IV. 

.:\', i ' 
,j • 

I' 

'II' 1 · 

I ! 
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into bodiea, some remaining with~\he established church, others split

ting up into two bodiea, the Presbyterians. and Brownists, we oan not in 

general say that. all Puritans were tolerant. Mor1ey speaks of the in-
. 1 

tolerance of the Presbyterians .• 

·what pa.rt the; Reformation played in Lightfoot 's study of Hebrew 

is open to.doubt and d.isoussion .. In the Cambridge History of I!'Jnglish 

Literature we find that. 'tLat.in, Greek and Hebrew had been the aim of 

Protestant workers in education, not only for providing antagonists 

oapable of meet.ing Catholic oppo.nents in disputation ... orally and in 

books,. but also,. for coming 'nearer' to the primitive. times of the 

Christian Era'i "'2 So for the Authorized Version of the Old Testament (With 

the Apocrypha) thirty-two Hebrew scholars were chosen, (including Bishop 

Lancelot Andrewes, Adrian Saravia>Lively, for t.hirty years reglu.s pro

fessor of Hebrew at Cambridge.). The avidity with which scholars, as a 

result of the Refa.rmation~ studied Hebrew will be shown in the next chap

ter~ It oan be clearly seen that Protestantism - with its insistence on 

the Bible only- gave the great im-petus to the study of Hebrew and. other 

Oriental tongues, al though this great movement was in a way anticipated'. 
3 ' 4 

by the rationalism of the H.enaiasanoe, and as Morley puts it: "r·t was 

from the rising spirit. of rationalism, and neither from the liberal 

Anglicans lfke· Taylor,. nor from liberal Puri·tans like Cromwell and Mil ton 

that the central stream of toleration flowed with strength enough in time 

to mitigate- law and pervade the national mind" a 

l Vide. page 247~8, eto .. 
• 

2 Vide, Vol. VII Page 317 sq 

3 Cyclopedia of Education Vol. 4 page 563 

4. Vide page 414 
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Cromwell's quasi-lenience came too late in Lightfoot 's life to 

influence him. :Puri tan thought could not, have induced him to study the 

womlerful literature of a despised people. Then we must look to the 

Reformation as resp.onsible indirectly for Lightfoot' s desire to know the 

ancient language •1 

Whether Lightfoot had ulterior motives in the study of Rabbinic 

Lore remains to be shown. I do not like ta antic:L-pa:te, since it is my 

aim to take up this matter in a later chapter.. Undou·btedly to my mind, 

the rising tide of Humanism - which encouraged the study of the sources 

of Latin, Greek and Hebrew,. swept Lightfoot along, and he was therefore 

encouraged to study Hebrew. What the results of his studies. were, 

whether h:l.s knowledge of Hebrew was merely used to aid his study of the 

New Te st ame~t., or whether he studied Rabbinic Literature so as to be in 

a. position to better attack the rabbis, or Judaism in general, will be 

the problem we must solve in this thesis. 

From the contents of this chapter we have learned that Hebrew was 

studied 'by Christian :3chol.ars. In the following chapter we shall try 

to briefly sketch the hi story and r'levelopment of that study. 

l To Sir H.owland'Cotton's influence we must place the direct cause o:f 
Lightfoot. 's study of the subject., vi.de chap .. III pages 211-··;.,,5;· 

.. 
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The study of Hebrew encourage a by the early Fathers of Christian 

.church.. Knowledge of Hebrevir suffEired c.lecline as th:i separation between 

. church and synagogu0 widened.. Scholastics and translation of Jewish 

Literature. The Reformation brough·t a revival of the study of Hebrew. 

Re1ur:ihlin, fidvocate of the study of Hebrew. Christian Scholars sit at 

feet of Jewish teacherse T.he se·venteenth cen-tury sees the apogee of the 

study of H'ebrew. Buxtorf, the Father of Rabbinic Study by Christians. 

England, and the Christian Hebraists .. stua.y of Hebrew after the seven-

teenth century •. 

The study of Hebrew by Christian ScholarB forms an interesting 

chapter in t~e intellectual. history of the World· What the motives 

be~ind. this ~tudy are, depend.
1 
in the main, upon the development. growth 

ana vice versa, the alleviation and leBsening of hatred. and. persecution 

of the Jew... Bernard Lazare in his book on Anti Semetism
1 

would make it 

appear that the study of Hebrew by Christian:s is a certain form of Anti- ,_. 

Semetism. \'lhile it must be admitted that in certain cases Hebrew was 

studied for purpose of disputation and a901.ogetics, Lazare's sweeping 

statement ·cannot be applied to TJightfoot until we ge·t the facts. IJe-t us 

then approach our' subject. unbiasec'lly and with a view of getting the 

facts, so that we may venture an interpretat;ion. 

Of the stu~y of Hebrew during the days of the early Church 

Fathers we ltnow very little. unaoubtealy they saw the need of under

standing the ldea of the Mother synagogue and got the knowledge of Hebrew 

traditions .from their Jewish teachers.2 A comparative study of the 

~ 

l Vide Chap •. IV pages 45-.:tl.. 

2 The teacher of Jerome, for instance was Br;r Hanina • 

• :;~- !_, 
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'eiege sis of Justin Martyr, g-phraem Syrus and (!')rigen would reveal both an 

a,ppreciation of and an acquaintance with Jewish tradition.~ 
The interest in Jewish J;iteruture grew less ana less as the sepa-

ration between Church and Synagog grew wider. 1.rhe reason for this, to me, 

aoes not seem obvious.. Of cou.rsc:.i, the natural thing to imagine is that, 

as long as the chasm between church and syn.agog were bridged - artificial

ly or otherwi,se,, there would be constant tntercourse between s:piri tual 

leaders of both. But on the other hand, is it not just as easy to imagine 

that when the gap widened., open antagonism would ensue and that the study 

of Hebrew for polemical and antagonistic purposes would continue? But 

history is silent in this regard .. 

There Wf:l-S. some activity along the line of Hebraics~ i.n 1~ngland at -

" this time, but we shall speak of this later in the :present c:hapter. 

During the period. of Scholastictsm th<.;) knowledge of Jewish Liter

ature came to the Scholastics through the med.ium of translations only. 

The works of Albertus Magnus 2 evidence this fact. The "Magi st er Andreas, 

Nati one Anglus" mentioned by Roger Bacon and ic1ent ifi ed by ;3 .. R. Hirsch5 

)11 with an Augustian monk who lived about 1150, must have been able to read_-
A. .• 

the Bible in ~he original Hebrew. Bacon knew Hebrew tolerably.
4 

At the c:3nd. of ·the fifteenth century, the Renaissance and Reforma·

tion brcught about a rErturn to the origLna:n.. t.ext of the Bible and an at·-
; 

tempt was also made to understand the later literature of the .Jews. Her-

onyrnus Buclid<ii-:us, a friend of T~rasmus, gave over 20, 000 francs to estab-

l Vide JE Vo. VI p.300 

~ Albertus M~gnus (1200-12801 a medieval philosopher and theologian; 

3
°unaer of Scholusticism. 
cf. J Q R XII Paee 44. 

4 Vide chap. II Pages t '1·- 1 S 

·-·~---' 
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·lish a Hebrew chair at r;ouvain. 1 :&,rancis called the chair of Hebrew at 

the University of :Paris,, IU:l.jah Levita.
2 

Cardinal GriJim.ani and others 

stua.ied Hebrew and Cabala with Hebrew teachers.. Even the warrtor, G~do 
Rangoni attempted the Hebrew language with the aid of Jacob ]'.;1antino. (1526) 

It is :1.nterest ing to note that Christ 1an Scholars at this time were 

not ashamed to sit at the feet of Jewish teachers. There does not seem to 

be that independence. of ,Jewish teachers that, perhaps, was the case ·with 

3'· Lightfoot.~ 'Tho scholars neaaea Jewish guides. Elijuh Levita had Cardinal 

Egidio de Viterbo and George de SelVE'J, Bishop of fo;1vour. as diciples, 
4 

and many o·tht:-)r cases can be cited. 

The interer:rt in the stua.y of Hebrew by Christian was profitable 

for printers ·.and book sellers, for the need of books as text books and 

for reading p.urpof3es, naturally led to more printing and selling. 

Pico de la Mdlrandola ( - - 1494) was the first to collect Hebrew 

manuscr:l.:iJts and Rettchlin · (1455-1522) W~lS the f'irst to write 1:; modern 

grammar. 

Rettchlin was an advocate of the stua.y of Hebrew. It was through 

his efforts that the study of that language made such progress. ~3ays 

l cf JE VI Pe 300 
~ 

2 Elijah IJeV~. ta: Grammarian, 1~~·~:£1-te and poet; born at; N6\stadt, near 

Nuremberg, in 1468;, died at Veniee Dec .. 1549; wrote "Swfer ha BBh:iui" 
Rome 1518, a grammatical treatise; "Massoret ha Massoret" Venice 153Gt a 
a masoretic work; 11 Sefer Tub Ta'amH Venice 1538, a treatise on the laws 
of accents, etc. It is lnte~asting to noto that Le~~a maintain~d that 
the vowel 1aigns w;Q.$ of late or:lgin. · ~ 

I £'811: 

3 Vida Chap. III Page i~-~7 

4 cf G. V pages 471-4'740 
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i':·, ;,, l 
'.girsch: "It was not bofore the end of the fifteenth century that the 

~self denial ancl dogged persevrerance of Johann Heu.chlin secured a firm 

footing for the study of Hebrew in Christian I~urope ----·" Born at 

p;forzheim in the Black Forestt" he studiea Latin, entered Freiburg Uni

versity in 1420 ru:lld took his Masters a.egreeJ at Basel in 1477 • While 

employed on an embassy to the. JiJmperor Frederick at Lentz, he began to ----
read Hebrew with the Emperor 1 s physician, Jacob ban Jehial L.oans. For 

many yeara Reuchlin became increasingly absorbed in Hebrew studies, which 

had for him more than a mere philological interest. As a scholar he was 

ea.gar that the B,ible should be betten- known/and he did not want t.o tie him ... 

self to the authority of ·the Vulga·t ~. 2 

. Unfortuna'j;ely. many of Reuchlinrs contemporaries: thought that ·the 

first s·tep to the conversion of the Jews. was to take their books from 

them. 2 The chief· advocate of this v·iew was Johann Pfeffer¥:.orn (1469-

1521 )3. 

Pfefferkorn was backe a. by the· Dominicans of Cologne and. so, in 15091 

he was able to secure from the emperor the: authority to confiscate; all 

Jewish books ·directed against the Christian :faith.. Pf'.efferkorn tried to 

enlist, Re11chlin 1 s support,, but the latter evad.ed him.. Finally Emperor 

Maximilian summoned'. Re.Uchlin in 1510 to give his opinion on the suppression 

Of Hebrew books.. Rettchlin shov1e d that those bo)oks openly insulting Chris

tiani ty were. few, and even despised. by the Jews themselves. He proposed 

that the emperor should decree. that for ten years the re be two Hebrew 
('"\ 

chaira at ever1 German University, for which the Jews should furnish 

boa:ks.4 

l J Q R XII p.35 

2 Vide Britannica XX.III p.. 205 

3 It is strange that t.his bigot was himself a baptized Jew. 
F , 

or further activity of. Reuchlin. cf Britannica XXIII pag.e 205-6 
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During the fifteenth century, we find that all interest in He-

;• raic studies. centered around the Bible. In the following century it waa 

ebrew grammar and Jewish Exegesis. Re.U.chlin' s work was kept up by Se-

e.atian Munster (. 
- 1552), also a Hebrew grammarian.. -Pellicanus ( 

.. 1549) became known as a printer 
55:5·) was. a lexicographer.. Bamberg 

f Hebrew books. Justinia:ni:had Kim:ch~s 1 grammar printed in 1520. Arius 

ontanus ( -159.S) edited the· Mas\rah and Benjamin of Tud.elas Travels .. 
2 

In my humble opinion_ the seventeenth century marks t.he apogee. of 

Hebrew learning by Christian sohola:rs, because it was during this time 

that the study .of rabbinics developed. The elder Buxtorf. of Basle marks 

the tui:ning point in the study of Jewish literature by Christians• 
3 

Johannes Bu.xtorf, the principal founder of rabbinic study among 

Christi.an scholars~ was born December 25,. 1564 at Kamen,. Westphalia, and 

died Septe.mber 13
11 

1629 at Basel. He studied at Marburg and Herborn, 

where Johann Pisoator persuaded him to study Hebrew.. He continued his 

studies at Basel in 1584. In August 1590 he was graduated as d.octor of .... 

philosophy and in 1591 was appo1inted profess.or o:f Hebrew at the Univer

sity of Basel, whic.h position he held until ·the time of his death. Bux ... 

tor.f,, in order to obtain a thorough. knowledge of the Bible studied the 

Mas.orah •. the Talmu,d. a:nd Targum. He. was undoubtedly influenced. hy the 

Philogioal impetus in Holla.nd, which led to the stud.y o:f Latin, Greek and 

Hebrew and their literatures. 4 Hebrew, the language of religion, enjoyed 

a special preference and whoever understood it, as well as the other two 
• 

i David Kimohi (:r..,.,}: French grammarian, born Narbone 1160. died there 

0~35. His most 1m1)ortant war~ is his Miklol, a comprehensive exposition 
Rebrew grammar. 

2 cf JE VI p 300· sq. 

3 cf JE VI p 351 

~·· 4 ''V'id.e G V pages 18 - 50 
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tongues, was sure of distinction. Thus we hear of Joseph Scali~er, 
the Ora.ale of Dutch and :Protestant theology~ who gave to Rabbinical 

literature a plaice in the republic of lett,ers beside the Hebrew lan

guage, and even treated. the Talmud with a certain amount of re ape ct .. 

His Dutchg l\'renoh and English diciplas followed his example. Above him 

towers Bux·torf .. 
The first of Buxtorf 's most noteworthy works was his great Rab-

binical Bible, containing t;he Hebrew text~ the Masorah and various 

commentaries, published in two folio volumes (Basel, 1618-19). 
1 

togeth-

er with a supplement entitled "Tiberias, Commentaries Masoret~eous.
11 

(1620). As a Lexi.cographer, his HLexicon Hebraioum et Chaldaicum
11 

pub

lished in various editions at Basel (1615-1735) Amsterdam (1645)~ etc. 

is noteworthy. :Buxtorf' s polemical zeal against Judaism9 the ultimate 

goal of which was the conversion of t.he Jews, is seen in his "SynagUi"JQL.,

Juaaica", which was condemned by his contemporaries for its malicious 

oharacter and. numerous intentional distortions of facts. 

Through Buxtorf' s influence serious att.em:pts were made to 

und.erstand :post-biblical literature,. and many of the most important 

works were translated into Lat in. 

In this conn~ction may be mentioned the name's of Coccej\Js ( 

1667); JJ Empereur. ( - 1648), and Leusden - 1699).$ Surenhius 

(1698) made a. complete translation of the Mishnah. Jewish theology was 

l Welton on page l gives incorrect date .. 

2 Vida preface page E 
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-1699) 
1 

It was at t,his tiroo: that Christian i studied by Carp:?.OV ( 

;theologians studied: Hebrew and rabbinics before taking up their specif

io the.ological stud.ies.. Hackspan ( -1659) wrote upon the value to the 

theologian of studying the works of the rabbis. Jo_hB_LiBhtfoot 2 the 

~li~h, Hebraist 2 _ _!!_E~duc1j of_this _J2er_!.~if. 2 s~owed the necessii;:£: of 

~y1ins Rabbinic Lore .~n~~r to .corre_2tly interpret and understand 

the New Testament .. 

So it was 1~ngland that produced this great and distinguished 

Hebraist. One might say that Lightfoot studied: Hebrew because the study 

of that language was enco>uraged particularly in England.. Let us then 

brie.fly trace the history of Hebraic lea.1•ning by English Christians. Ac

cording to Hi~scht ~ "It was long after the knowledge of that language. 
. . v 

(Hebrew) and its ,literature,. together with the study of the other Sem~t-

ic languages which followed in its train - had made considerable headway 

on the continentt that this branch of learning was taken :ln hand. in 

England". In other words., Lightfoot did not stud.y Hebrew because of 

English tradition. Hebrew in the early days was taught in a haphazard 

3 way. We may .safeJLy say that before the time of Bacon in the 13th centu-

ry, there was little Hebrew taught or studied. in England. 1Nel to;n4 would 

l The Car:pzov family· had two great Hebrew Scholars, John ~ Bene diet, 
who translated some rabbinical. works and John Gottlob ( - 1761) Super
intendent at Lubeck,.. the celebrated author of the "Introduction" and of 
the "Critica Sacra11 • 

2 J QR xrr p.;35 .. Hirsch Is article on the" Early English Hebraists" is 
worthy of serious study. . . 

• 
3 Hirsch speaks of a certain popular novel_. "Charles 0 'Mally" by Charles 
Lever, ·which shows this. ~'he following is an excerpt of the book:· 

nHelson ventured upon some strange excursions into the Hebrew 
verb - the Professor himself never having transgressed beyond 
the declensions - and the consequence is he is a disgr.ace among 
the seniors." 

4 Welton page 2 • 

. ',;:c<,1>, .. _ 

- ·-~~· -· ·--· 
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H)ia:ve it that during the space of five hundred years (before Bacon) 9 

Hebrew study received some attention in the island. He thinks that by 

)he aid of J"ewish teachers who came from the East into England during the 

saxon period., certain scholars became acquainted wi·th Hebrew.. That the 

venerable Bede (673 - 735) was well skilled therein 9 is open to doubt, 

despite Wel tan's statement and that of Hody in his De 11i.bl:i.or11mT0xtibus 

(17'05) 1 • steirxschneider2 justly. says. ·that the Expositio NoMJnum, found ~-----·----- .. - -

• among Bede's works, proves as little as any other dictionary of names, a 

direct knowl~d.ge of Hebrew. 

Alcuin, who was born in 735, must have known some Hebrew, although 
3 

his works show little trace of it. The disturbed state of :bingland dur:kng 

'the incursions of the ·na:.n:es and the banishment of the Jews by Canutet prov ... 

ad d.isastrous to tho study of Hebrew by Christians for many years. During 

the reign of William I, the stua.y revived wi.th the re-introduction of the 

Jewa into Jj(ngland.111 During the reign of William II Jews were permitted to 

open a school at Oxford, which was attended by. many ·Christians. 
4 

It was Roger Bacon in the twelfth century who did much to revive 

and encourage the study of Hebrew in England. Born ab out the year 1210, 

he first d.evotea himself at Oxford to the study of grammar and logic. His 

inte_rest in philology led him to the ,study of languages. Foremost. in his 

mind were two group~ of languages., Latin and Hebrew. It is natural that 

he turned to Latin first. How he turned to Hebrew is complex. in nature. 

l cf J Q R XI I p e3 7 • 

2 quoted¥ ibid. 

3 His remarlc on Gene sis :XX:V: 8 that the word 11 deficiens" was not in the 
~~brew text, but was ad.dad by the seventy interprete,rs, does not prove any 
irect knowle d.ge of Hebrew. cf JQR XII page 40 

4 Cf Welton page 3 

---r~--
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Jsike Renchlin, Hebrew to Bacon was the language of revelation. To him, 

a.1so, the origin of all wisdom and knowledge must be sought in the He-

brew wri.t ings. He di st rusted. translations like JeromE.: .. and Re:u:;hline Both ..,:..-' 

Rcmchlin and Ba.con believed in a spiritual and. occult meaning of every 

word. of every lett.er, of the Hebrew Bible, 1 and this acted on both as a 

stimulus to ezplore the unknown regions of Hebrew lore. and to establish· 

'th:a original d,,ivinely inspired text of the Bible. 

Wha·b the extent of B-acon' s Hebrew knowledge was, is very hard to 

tell· ·Hirsch says~ "But the little we d.o possess, bears ample testimony 

that Bacon had sufficient knowledge of Hebrew to satisfy his own demands 

of a third ra~e, or even a second rate. Hebrew scholar. He clearly und:er

stand.a what he ia. about wh.en explaining derivations of words from the He

brew, or exposing bl.unders made by othE~r scholars, and he speaks with un

doubted. authority and knowledge of the subject.n 

The expulsion of the Jews in 1290 meant the sale of Hebrew manu

scripts. Many of these fell into the hands of Gregory Hunting ton, who 

became well acquaint ea through them with rabbinic literature.. The monks. 

Robert Dodfora: and Lawrence Holbeck, followed in his train. The advances 

which were made in the study of Hebrew met with groat opposition at the 

hands of such men as Cheke~ and Erasmus; who is quoted as having said 11 I 

f 5 ear that the study' of Hebrew will promote Jud.ai sm. n 

l Lightfoot, himself, believed with them in the divine inspiration of 
Scriptures. vide chap. IV pages 4-~·~45" 

2 ibld page 7G 

3 Sir John Cheke (1514-1557) wes born of good family at Cambridge and was 
~ducated at st .. John's College. His lenrning gained him the posltion of 

1 
ing ~ s scholar and in 1540 he was chos1.1n to :fill the chair of Greek then 

. nst1 tuted by Henry VIII ... cf Britannica V 457. . 
<t- D,eSidermus Erasmus (1462-1536); scholar and philosopher;l511 "~incomiuin 

. M:~rrae" • Established reputation as most emineIDJt scholar and. wittiest writ er 
~ his time; 1524. His"Colloqua11 .Pre-eminent as a restorer of classical 

· earning. cf Johnson's Cyclopedia Vol. III page 184. 

5 Quoted by Welton page 4. 

--·~- ------·--~---~ - ·---------··--- ~ ' I 



'· 

~: 

19 

Henry VIII iss.ued_ an order which lea to ·the establishment in 1530 

of a Hebrew Professorship in Oxford - the first in England. Robert 

Wakefield, former professor of Hebrew at the University of Cambridge, w.as 

called to fill that position. 

The Reformation left its good effects upon England also, and the 

result was that Hebrew stud.ies broadened in scope. It is: interesting to 
~. 

note that even ladies were beginning to stud.y the Hebrew language. '.L'he 

youngest daughter of Sir Anthony Cook was distinguished for her Hebrew 
1 

scholarship •. Lad.y Jane Grey is said to have known Hebrew. Graetz 2 

speaks of a certain Anna Maria Schurman of Utrecht, who corresponded: in 

Hebrew with Scholars, and also with an English ladu, Dorothea Moore. 

We find an, imp.et.us to Hebrew learning in Bngland given 'by Queen 

Elizabeth,. who ,in general was a patroness. of learning. Welton tells us
3 

·that nbesides the instruction given b)/ the regius prefess:or of Hebrew, 

the Provost of King 1 s College ordered a Hebrew lecture to be read in the 

chapel of the college and in his own private home .. " Quite· an interesting 

fact for a n Jew-less" (?) England. This mere.ly goes to show what in

fluence the Henaissance and Reformation had upon learning and scholarship. 

During the reign o:f James I. the study of the ancient Holy Tongue 

continued~. James. in making his Authorized Version of the· Bible was for

tunat~i in b,eing able to secure the services of good Hebraists. Among his 

twenty-five translator_s, six were professors., or former professors at ox ... 

fora. Oli:' Cambridge. 

Alf was the case with Continental Europe, the seventeenth century 

in England was the time of the acme of Hebrew learning. Whether caus

ed by ·bhe Puri tan m0vemeimt~ which to my m:i.nd was a great factor in 

Stimulating Hebrew Learning. or whe;ther it was rnereily· a con:tinuati.on of 

l of Welton page 6 

2 Vide Vol. V chap. II 
3 Vida, page 7 
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· the spirit of t.he Reformation matters little. The seventeenth c~n1tury 

in England saw the work of men like Pocockel, Selden, ~Usher, Cast:ell, 

Walton, and towering above them all - John Lis_,h~foot 2 ;Ee!E_£f En~1:ish 

Hebraists. -- --
Hebrew Learning by Christian Scholars· did not cease with Light

foot;,. and the seventeenth century. The eighteenth saw the work of Bas

.nage2 ( - 1.725), who, although he knew no Hebrew, nevertheless. in his 

"L 'Histoire. de la Religion des J~uifs" 7 a first attempt at a complete 

·presentatio.~ of this subject is made. It likewise witness.ed the well. 

known "Entdea~s Juden.thumnof· EisenmeIDtger (l654-l 704), which al though 
3 ' 

anti-Jewish, nevertheless exhibits a mass~ of Hebrew learning. And last, 

but not least, it produced Johann Christian Wolf,. ( - 1739) who with 

the help of the Oppenheimer Library wrote his well. known Bibliotheca 

Heb,raea, which laid the :foundation for all. later works in Hebrew Bibli

ography. 

The state of Hebrew scholarship in the: nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries is of a complex nature. It may be characterized. in general, 
~ 

· I · -t 
as \!the; study of oth~r Se~tio languages and of Biblical criticism. There 

seemed to he a downward treJ\d in the first half of the nineteemth · cen

tury~ as Jewish Literature became less a~d less a subject of invastig~-

· 1 Pococke (1604-1691) was le oturer of A1·abio in Oxford University in 
,1636. His knowledge of languages was extensive. In 1649 he published 
his specimen Historical Arabum; .. in 1655° his Porta Misis. As Chaplain 
of the English merchants in Ale:ppa,. he was able t.o study .Hebrew and 
Arabia from learned Jewa and Arabians. 

2 Jaociues Basnage (1653-1723) was a l!.,renoh Protestant divine~ well 
known as a good pre::aoher and a prolific writer. His nL 1Histoire de la 
Religion des J;.t\1Jlfs (Rotterdam, 1706,. Eng. translation, 1708) is noted 
for its great scientific value. cf. Britannica III page 484. 

3 Essenmenger studied rabbinical literature for· nineteen years, assist
;d by Jews, first in Heidelberg and Franlcfort on the Main. cf. art. by 
eu~ch in JE Vol. page 80. . 



21 

t).on by Christians, and it. seems only to have been studied for purposes 
1 

of "forging weapons against the people whose literature it was. 
11 

This 

can be seen in the works of Hartmann,~ Hi tzig and Ewald. 

Yet we can not overlook the work of men like Gesenius (1786-

].842)3~' of Abbe' P~m Perrean, who wrote many articles on the litera-
J •• ~ 

ture of the :Jews in the middle ages; of August Wunche, who enlarged the 
14 

work begun by_ Lightfoot; 4 1.Gustav Dalman whose philologica]. works on 

Talmudic grammar show a sound knowledge of rabbinic writings, and count-

less other Oth.ristian scholars who have a.one (}redi table work in the line 

of Hebrew scholarship. 

But we have digressed beyond John Lightfo.ot and we must return to 

the seventeenth century ·that we. may spend the rest of our time in study-

ing the life and work of this great English scholar. Whether' Lightfoot 

was a student of rabbinic lore much because he loved to study the liter

a,ture of the ancient people of the book,_ or because he felt that he could 

better understand his own people's literature and religion through the 

study of the literature of the rabbis like Bacon and Renchlin, or because 

he felt,, like Buxtorf and. Eisenmenger, tha·t he could better attack the 

teachings of Judaism by knowing the Talmud,, or because the spirit of the 

Reformation,. the spirit. of inquiry - which was the indirect cause of his 

first study of the ~ubject, persuaded and encouraged him to continue his 

studies to' ascertain that shall be the problem we mus-t solve in the de-
, ' 

Velopment of this thesis .. 

l Cf JR VI P• 301 

2 ibid cf nThesaurus Linguae Hebr. e Mischna Augena4n ( 1875-

i Wrote his famous "Hand WO'rfur buch" in two volumes 1810-12, and other 
exicographical and grammaticELl works. cf JE V P• 643 

. 4 Cf his I\' I "Erlauteruna .. i.c::r Eva):').!ge~:iena.us M:aarasch und Talmud"'. 

I' 
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The early life of John Lightfoot. His parents. His ed.ucation. 

110
ou::raged to study Hebrew by Sir Rowland Cotton. Where did Cott on learn 

Lightfoot' s perseverance a:tl!d diligence in the study of Hebrew. 

}Iis later activities. His death. Lightfoot 'B disposition and physical ap-

pe.e.rance. His family. His work.s:(l) 1rhose which he wrote himself. (2) 
I 

ThOSe in which he was co-author. 1rhe various editions and collections of 

his works. Were his books read? 

As I stated in the preface of this thesis, I found plenty of Bio

graphic material on Lightfoot. Pitman. in the first. volume of the collect

ed works of John Lightfoot, ~and Strype in his memorials, have furnished 

plenty of b:i.ographic material from which many have drawn information. so, 

in this respect, .there is r6i~e~~-try. 
We have thus faT in this thesis acquainted ourselves w:i.th the 

historic setting of the time of John Lightfoot. We have learned that Pur

ttan influenco led to the study of Hebrew, for selfish reasons 9 of course; 
' 

we have seen that the quasi-lenience of Oliver· Cromwell toward the Jew, as 

well as that of most Purttans, was likewise self-centered. We have not ea 

that these Pro-Jewish outbursts did not _represent the fee].ings. of all of 

England. We have further seen that John Lightfoot, Christian divine and 

Rebraist, was not induced to study Hebrew through the influence of the· 

Puritan movement; that he rather breathed. the spirit. of humanism, the spir

it of inquiry, which prompter1 and aroused by his patron~· Sir Howland Cotton, 

induced him to delve into the ~ysterious and strange labyrinths of Rab

binic Lare.. For what :purposes ho continued and. widened the scope of his 

Rabbinic stud.ie ~' and in what ways he made u.se of his Talmudic learning, 

;
01

170hn Rogers Pitman in 1823 edi·ted Light.foo·t 's complete works in thirteen 
umes .• 
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we shall endeavor to ascertain in the coursG Of our research. Let us 

n.,ow turn to the life alild works of the man. 

John Lightfoot, second son of Thomas Lightfoot and JUizabeth 

Bagnall., was born at the rectory- house of Stoke.-upon-Trent, in Stafford ... 

shire, on March 29th, 1602.. His father at the time was curate of Stoke, 
"-"cu@"''' 

W''"'"''"" 
and in the year, 166!_, became rector of Uto:x:eter, whic~e held until his \ 

aeath on July 21, 1658.. His mother came from a well known family which 

residea at Ne\~ Castle-under-Lynne, and J.ivea to the age of seventy-one, 

(Jan'y 24,. 1636-7)1 His first schooling was received at the school of 

a certain Mr. Whitehead, which was situated at Morton Green, near Con-
.. 

gleton, ChErnhire.. In 1617 
9 

at the age of fifteen, he entered· Christ's 

C.ollege, Cambrldge, where he became the diciple of Doctor William Chap

pel. 2 At Christ's College, Lightfoot distinguished himself in the 

classical school, e~pecially in Latin and Greek. 
3 

He was also consider ... 
4 

ea the 11 best orat.or'.' among the undergraduates. 

After receiving his Bachelor's degree, he spent the next 

two years as assistant Master at a school in Re pt on, Derbyshire, con

ducted by his former teacher, Mr. Whitehead. He then took orders and 

was appointed curate at Norton-under-Hales, Shorpshire. It was here, as 

Montague Hawtrey says5 11 tha t he bktn ·that acquaintance with Hebrew vvhich 

ripened into t.he most; familiar and. consummate knowledge of the whole 

range of Biblical and Rabbinical literature." Here he met. Sir Rowland 

Cotton of Bellaport, who became so fond of Lightfoot, that he appoint.ea. 

him his domest:iic chaplain.. But more important, Sir Rowland induced the 

l cf D H B Page 229 

ia~r. Chappel la·ter became Master of 1.I.'rini ty College, 
er became bishop of Cork. cf - Welt on page 12. 

· 3 He do es not seem to have studied any Hebrew here. 

~- ~~ ... ~:~ttanica XVI page 626 
.~itto Vol.II page 833 

Dublin, and S'till 

. ::L:::u:::::::: --
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curate to study Hebrew. Cotton , as Welton notes, "was a perfect 

. 1 
:1!g,

8
ter of the Hebrew language, n and through him, the spirit of the Re-

m 
l{brmation, the spirit of Inquiry, aroused IJightfoot to a realization of i ::~: 

~the fact that, without a knowledge of the original., Holy Scriptures is a 

!puzzle• 
The question now arises: where did Sir Rowland learn Hebrew? 

2 Welton gives· us some evidence. Speaking of his patron, Lightfoot is 

said to have·, said: t1\fili th much care, tenderness and. condescension, did. he 

guid.e and le~d· on my studies, in the same way that he had. himself been 

traine~ by that choice and. incomparable oracle of learning, Mr. Hugh 

Brouglilton. 11 So, Sir Rowland was a disciple of Broughton, one of England 
1 

s 
• r7, 

most famous ·Christian Hebraiats. 0 To what extent Cotton knew Hebrew is 

indeed questionable; at any rate he had a good Hebrew teacher in Broughtonj 

and through Sir Rowland Cotton, 19 Broughtonn was given to Lightfoot .. As 

·.Welton says: 11 In a word, Sir Rowland Cotton was the medium through which 

Broughton's prodigious knowledge of Biblical and Talmudic Hebrew was 

communicated to Lightfoot. 11 4 

l cf Welton page 12· 

2 ibid. page 18. 

3 Hugh Broughton (1549-1612) was a noted divine and rabbinical scholar, 
born at Owlburg and educated by Hernard Gilpin, who sent him to Cambridge 
in 1659. His foundation in Hebrew \(~s laid b·y his att.endance on the lec
tures of the French Scholar,. .Antoine Rodolphe Chevallier. In Londo.n he 
beoame noted as a preacher and. student. He made many friendsf including 
the family of the cottons. In 1588 appeared his "A Concent of ScriptuJ!'·e" II 
in which he - like his pupil, Lightfoot, maintained: the absolute incor
ruptness of the text of both testaments, including the Hebrew points. In 
: later work he maintained that in regard to the ... ~:> v and. J..' ""':::> that """·~· 
both of them are of God, and of equal authority." He had many disputes. 

with rabbis on points of theology. His works wer.e collected by Lightfoot 
in 1662 under the strange title: "The Works of the Great Abion.ee,r.r. Divine, 
renowned in many Nations for Rare Skill in Salems and Athens Tongues, and. 
Ffamiliar acquaintance with all Ra.bb·inical T1.e arning, Mr· Hugh Broughton"•· 
o D N B VI 459-462 

4 ·of Welton 1_iage 20 
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' Lightfoot' s diligence and perseverance enabled him to mast er 
t];, 
I' 
iHebrew .. 
''F'' 

I doubt whether Cotton taught him soi v·ery much. We hear little 

J&f Cotton. 
. ;~f 

He is eclipsed in every way by his illustrious teacher, 

i I]:roughton,. 
' );~ . 

and by his brillian·t disciple, Lightfoot. When Cotton remov-

: f~a to London, Light foot followed him. He could not leave the living in

.. aarnation of Broughton;. he was too interested: in the study of Hebrew and 

;:Rabbinical lore. ]'or the next couple of years. Lightfoot ws,s rector of 
'-./ . 

. stone, Staffordshire. In 1628 he removed to Hornsey, Middlesex, because 

there he could have. easy access. to the rabbinical library of Sion Col

lege. In 1629 appeared the first fruits of his Hebraic studies, entitled 

"Erubhim, or Miscellaniea, .Christian and Judaical, penned for recreation 
~ 

at vacant hours".. He dedicated the work to his pa·tron and teacher, Sir 

Rowland. In Sept ember, 1630, Lightfoot was presented by Cott on to the 

rectory ·of Ashley, Staffordshire .. l Here, as Hawtrey says, "that he might 

devote himself more uninterrup~edly to his learned labours, he bought ~ 
,, 

piece of g;round not far from his parsona.ge 9 arnl built upon it a small house 

with a study be'iow, and. a sleeping room ab.ave, where he spent most of his 

. time~ visiting his family once a day for a single meal to which he re

stric·ted himself. :E)nough evidence of his diligence and perseverance, is 

it not? "1 

A "Mil tha agav· Orcha" ( 

inquire as to how Lightfoot acquired his profound knowledge of the Tal

mud. In our study of Christian Hebraists2 we learned that the scholars 

Obtained. their Hebrew knowledge very often from J~wish teachers. It VJOUld 

l be reasonabJLe to supposei that John Iiightfoot was no different than most 

of his Hebraic studying confreres• Yet from ani "argumont:Lum e silentio i", 

l Of Kitto IT page 833 

2 Vid.e chapter II page ,,a,, 

- - "----- ~ ------
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> ·~, might a.educe the opposite. Lightfoot does not ment i.on a.ugh t of Jewish 
1~ . 
~'~achers:, and I feel sure that if he did have Jewish ~~dagogues he would. 
t~';,· 

· \rs,ve let his readers know that fact.. Yet ass.urning the possibility of his 
•'·fj· 

[~ving had. instruction from Jews, do the facts in English Jewirah history 

wS.trant such an assertion?' The major part of JJightfoot Is life was spent 

~t a time when there were. feYJ' J'ews in England. Cromwell's informal per

nrtssion to the Jews came about fifteen years before the death of Light -

foot - too late to. allow Jewish teaching to aid Lightfoot, seeing that his 

years of stud:y and. writing had then reached consummation.
1 

As Welton notes, 2 J.Jightfoot ·did not leave Bngland to study, so that 

unlike malf.hy other Christian Hebraists, he did not. come into contact with 
.. 

the great Jewish scholars of C.ontinental Europe. 

Lightfoot th~n owed much to Whitehead and. Cotton~ who gtlJ...ve him his 

foundation, who encouraged him and urged him to study, but more cred.it 

gQes to himself for his diligence and perseverance. It is hardly crea.u:--

l~ms to think that a Christian could study the Talmud, Isre.e.l'.s most dif

ficult literature, without the aid of Jewish teachers. Study with Jewish 

teachers was the 1"Ule; 1,ightfoot 's case was the exception thereof. 

It is interesting to note,. perhaps, that the student I,ightfoot was 

concerned with his country's politica.l condition, for we are told that 

during the Civil War which raged in England, he took t.he parliamentary 

sia.e. 3 

l We place the return (?) of the Jews to I~ngJJ..and at about 1660; fifteen 
Years before Lightfoot 's d.eath in 1675. 

2 of Welt on. page 21 

3 Cf D H B XX.XIII· page 229. 
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In June 1642, Lightfoot resigned his rectory at Ashley to his 

':younger borther, Joshidt and removed to London.. What his motives were in 

}going to London is hard to tell. Welton 
1 

would. have it that he went 

there in order to n superlntend the publication of his works, which could 

:not safely be committ.ed to the care of persons less scholarly than him

self· n Perhaps, he felt that his purposes were realized. He had, prob·

ably left the big city because he wanted quiet for study and contemplation .. 

·so, after he thought that he had sufficiently prepared himself, he could 

return to the big city once more. But all this is a matter of conJecture .. 

. In 1643 he took charge of st. J3',artholomew Is' near the Exchange London, 
~ 

residing ·in Moore Lane. He. was also a m(~mber of the Westminister -Assembly, 

ll,ll assembly of divines for the purpose. of settling a new form of ecclesias ... 

. tical poli ty·2 and he took a :prominent part in the debates, deciding with 

. 3 the Erastian sections on questions of Church Government. As a Presbyter ... 

4 ian he boldly denounced what he called 11 the vehemence, heat and tugs of the 

~ndependents.0 

Fre·q_uently~ he was in'V'ited to preach l1efore the House of Commons. 

In 1643; for instance, he was appointed to preach the sermon on the occa

~ion of the public fast of March 29th. It was published under the title 

of 11 Elias Redivivas"t the text being from Luke : 17. In this. sermon he 

drew a parallel between the Baptist's ministry ana. the work of reformation 

Which in the preacher's judgment was incumbent on the parliame:imt of his 

l Vide page 13. 

~ For further information cf Morley Pages 144-151 cf likewise Lightfoot' s 
~ournal of the J?roceecling s, the Assembly of Di vines from Jan. 1, 1643 to 
· ea, 31, 1644. in Vol. 13 in the Bvo edition of his works. 
3 The doctrine of Erastus, the Swiss. physician and d.ivine. Heidelberg 1583 
of. Morley p~ges 153 - 4. 

4 'V • . lde Chap. I Page ·'l · 
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wn day. On August 26, 1845, on the day of their monthly fast, he 

?~:raachea again b_efore the members of the House of Comm.ans. His text was 
-:~::,< 

}-taken from Revelations XX: 1, 2. "After controverting the aoctrine of the 
\;> • 1 
·Millenar1es , he urged various prac·tical suggestions for the repression 
·,ij •• 
. , 
with a strong h~ind of current blasphemies, for a thorough revision of the 

'authorized. version of the Scriptures, for the encouragement of a learnea 

ministry; ana for a speedy sett.lament of the church. n2 

In 1644 he accepted the rectory of the Great Munaen, Hertford-

· Shire, which he held .until his death• In November 1650 he was appointed 

Master of st. Catherine Hall by the parliamentary visitors of Cambridge • 

. In 1652, he was given his Doot or of Divinity degree by Cambridge for his 
~ 

thesis, ".:Post Canonem Soripturae Cons:iLgnatum, non sunt revelat iones ex

<peotandae .. n 3 In 1654 Lightfo,ot was made vice-chancellor of Cambria.gs, and 

at the Commencement of 1655 he pronounced. " a panegyric on Cromwell for 

.the encouragement given by him to complete the Polyglot Bible." He also, 

called attention to the pitiable plight of the clergy of the Church of 

England. 
' 

At the Restoration, he offered to resign his mastership to Spur

stow, its former holder, but the offer was declined. and Shela.on, then 

archbishop of Canterbury, in recognition of Lightfoot' s prodigious 

knowleage, confirmed him in both his mastership and. his living. 

In 166-1, Lightfoot took part in the Savoy Conference,. at which he 

was one of the assistants in ·the confere,nce upon the lit.urgy, and here he 

again sided with ·the Presbyterians. In 1662 the Act of Unifo:rmi.,.. 

l At the time of Augustine, Milliel"llarani:sm became a heresy- fillld soon dis
;Ppearea. It was revived in the Middl~ Ages by mystical ~ect an~ after 
vhe, Reformation by Anabaptists. cf article "Eschatology" Ht Hastings 

01. v. page 381 sq 

2 Of• Britannica XVI page 626 • 

. ·~ r~ this thesis, he 
· 't ori.pture, there was 
. n:. the church. 

maintained that after the closing of the canon of 
neither prophecyt miracles, nor extraordinary gifts 

! 
! 

! 
I 
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was passed, and al though he openly complied with it, he was not very 

~orupu1ous in fulfilling it·s provisions. 
2 

~; I On Jan 1 y 22, 1667-8~ he was appointed to the Prebend at Ely, where 

ft :f.;ha was collated by Sir Orlando Bridgeman. It· is said that while travelling 

i~r 3from Camb·ridge to Bly9 he caught a seveI'e cold, and died at, Ely on Decem-
:;~{~· ~? 
;cfoer 6, 1675. Thus the eventful and useful c.areer of the great, English 

.J,-;~ 

,'fnebraist came to an end. 

Of Lightfoat's perseverance and diligence, the facts in his biog-

raphy testify. A portrait of him which hangs in the hall of st. Cather-

ine Hall, Cambridget shows him to 'be a man, "comely in his person, of full 

· ... proportion, and of a rudy complaxion. 11 
· He wears a skull cap and. bands .. 

:Welto:ri'i de~cribes him as follows: "He posaesaed a grateful heart, and 

;/never forgot a kindness received. His vast learning ever shone through 

'.the air of a great and unaffected modesty.n So comely in outward appear-

anae9 his inner grace and charm, his modesty, his grateful spirit rad.iated 

. splendour and exercised pronounced influence upon many. Yet, as we shall 

•' sea,, he was intolerant, bigoted and narrow. 

He married twice,, first, in 1628, Joyce, daughter of William Comp-

ton of Stone Park, and widow of. George Copwood, who died in 1656, and· 

secondly, Anne, widow of Austin B.rogravef who died in 1666.. He had issues 

from his first wife only, four sons and two daughters. His son John, was 

Ahaplain to Bryan Walton., bishop of Chester; Anast'ius Cottonus Jacksonus, If. 

named after his patron, Sir Rowland, and his friend, Sir John Jackson, be-

came Vicar of Thundridge, Hertfordshire, on June 25, 1661; Anastius became 

l For further information on this subject, consult, Britannica Vol. Xiv, 
Page 380. 

2 cf D H B XX.XIII page 230~ 

· 3 of Britannica XVI page 626 

·~ cf page 14 
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' 
'~Via London tradesman, and Thomas Lightfoot dj~ed young. His daughter, 
':~if 

~~{ .\ft\Joyce, married John Duckfield, rector of Aspeden, on J'an. 8, 1635, and 
-;~·;, 

~M;::. 
;~;his other daughtent, Sarah,, married a Mr. C.ololough of Staffordshire. 

His Oriental books were bequeathed to Harvard College, but un-

·~fortunately these were burned in the fire of 1769. Many of his papers 

passed ta· his son-in-law, Jahn Duckfield, who in turn gave t.hem ·to 

1 John Strype, one of Lightfoot 's biographers. 

In enumerating the works of Id.ghtfoot. I have d.ivided those which 

he himself ·wrotet and those to which he contributea. 2 Shall mersly char

. aoterize the books briefly, depending in the main, on Welton's descrip

tion as :round. in his phamphlet on L.ightfoot. 
3 

Lightfoot wrote the followlng: 

( l )" Erubhim; or mi scellanle s, Christian and Judaical and others; 

penned for recreation at vacant hours." London, 1629. Dedicated to Sir 

Rowland Cottrnn, in which. he expresses his indebtedness to hlm. 

(2) "A Few and New Observations Upon The Book of Genesis; the 

Mo~rt of them uncertain; the rest probable; all harmless:., strange and 

rarely heard befQre".. Londo,n, 1642. Discmssea the various facts which 

. constitute the subject matter of t.he book of Genesis.. 
4 

5 
( 3) "Elias Radi VL"11s"., a sermon, March 29, 1643. 

( 4) "A Handful of Gleanings out. of the book of Exodus", London, 

1643. Similar in nature to that on the book of Genesis. 

l cf Strype's Memorials, Vol. I, Oxford, 1812. 

2 It is interesting to nots that publishers would· not undertake to publish 
h~a works. Lightfoot printed his books, or most of them, at his own ex
pense. 
a o.f. pages 24 - 36 
· · this ! Lightfoot /wrote while busying himself on one of his great.est works, "Tho 
. AarmonY'' • 

5. Cf page jl?.9 Of this chapter. 
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(5) The Harmony of the Four Evangelists, among themselves and 

h the Old Testament; with an explanation of the chiefest difficul-

ties both in language and in sense, Pt. I, London, 1644; Pt. II, London, 

1647, Part IrI, L.ond.on, 1650. He arranged the texts chronologically, 

· .... giving reasons for doing so, and explained the language difficulties by 

comparison with the Septuagint and other versions. 

(6) Sermon on Rev. XX: 1,2.
1 

(7) A Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, Chapters I, XII, 

London, 1645.. Critical examination of text ... 

(8} Sermon on Psalm IV, 4, preached before the House of Commons, 

February 24~ 1647 • 
• 

(9·) A Chr.onocle of the Times, and the Order of the T'exts of the 

Old Testament, London, 1647,. 

( 10} The Temple Service as it stood in the Days of our Savior, 

· . London, 1649" 

(11) The Temple, especially as it stood in the days of our Savior, 

London, 1650. 

(12) T'he Harmony, Chronicle and Ord.er of the Uew Testament, Lon-

don 1655, inscribed to Oliver Cromwell· 

( 13) "Concerning the Anathema Marant he11
, Lona.cm, 1652. 

(14) On the Canon of Scripture, 1652 ... 

( 15) The Hora.e Hebraicae et Talmud:icae - his greatest and best 

2 known work - in four parts. 

Lightfoot. contributed to the following: 

l.Qf. page z~ of this chapter. 

2 
the\t~ 

· cf chapter IV of this ah~pte::e. 
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1 
(1) Walton's Polyglot Bible, 165?. Lightfoot, aided Walton in 

revising the Samaritan text of the Pentateuc:lhl., in drawing up ·a general 

sketch on the geography of the Holy l'.iand, and correcting the Hebrew 

text and procuring subecriptions.2 

(2) Poole's Synopsis Criticorum3 1669. 

(3) Castell's 4 Heptaglot Lexicon. 

(4) Contributed a Ivle~r of his friend, Hugh Broughton, to: the 

edition of Brou~hton's works (1662). 
r· (5). Samuel Clarke')·submitt,ed. to Lightfoot's judgment his trans-

lation of the Targum on Chronicles. 

Lightfoot 's works underwent various editions and. collecti onss 
• 

The first, collectior:: of his works - all translated iIDito J~nglish - was 

published in 1684 in two folio. volumes, re.vised ar1d collected by George 

Bright, rector of Loughborough, dedicated to Mary, princess of Or·ange, 

and prefaced by a meI~~r of Lightfoot by John. Strype, with an aecount 

l Brian Walton (1600-1661) was graduated from Cambridge in 1623; got 
his·Doctorate in 1639; published his well known Polyglot Bible in 1657. 
He was consecrated. to the See of Chester, but died soon after. 

2 cf D N U XXIII, page 231. 

3 Matthew Poole was born at York in 1624 and received his ed.ucation at 
Cambridge. In 1662 he was ejected from his living of Michaella -
Querne for nonconformity and.· then undertook his great work, the ";}"Y,'!,QP~ 
sis Ori ticorumn, which was published in 1669 in five large volurneif~ln 
follo.. He died in AmBtora.am in 16rl9. 

4. Edmund Castell (1606-1685) educated at Emanuel College and st. John's 
College. 1666 Chaplain to King and Arabic professor at Cambridge. 

5 Samuel Clarke (1632-166~3) educated at Me:rton College. In 1650 he 
kept a school at Islington,. where he assisted in Walton ts Polyglot. 

I 
I 

I , 
J. I 

I 
I" 

---------------------..li.:j;J 



f ~f Lightfoot 's papers. Tho aecon:

4 

volume contains too "Horae", dod.i

,~cated to Henry Compton .. bishop of L.ondon. In 1686, a Latin ecli tion was 
-=~t·. 
e·aditeid by Johannes Texelius at Rotterdam, (2 vol. fol.); another in Latin 

·i~' :'.-tn three volumes by Johannes Iieusaen at Utrecht.. In 1823, John Rogers 

pitman issued a eomplete edition of Lightfoot 's works in 1~nglish (13 

_.> v o 1 ume s ) • 

The 11 Horaen likewise went through several edi t:i.ons. Carpzov edited 

-- - \ 
-them at Leipzig in Latin (1675 and 1684). Schoettgen

1 
reprinted the 

greater part of Lightfoot's "llorae" in his own 11 Horae Hebraicae et Talmu-

. dicae ®n Universarn Novum Testamentum", 1?3~-3, 4ts. The most reliable En-
.-.-,, .. .......-.. 

glish edi~ion of tho 11 Horae" is the one by Gandel1 in 1859 in four 

volumes .. 

Lightfoot' s works were _read and made usf;.of by· many Biblical Sehol

ars and exegetesp especially Wu~~he and Siegfried. But this shall be 
') 

. discuss.ed in the last chapter.'" 

l viae chap. -sL 

2 vide chap. V 

page s~ 
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Brief Summary of the. contents of the Horae Hebraicae et Talmudi

Lightfoot as Exegete.. Evidence of his exegitical superiority in the 
•::;,,:· 

:!~Y, ;'norae.. Lightfo,ot as Rabbinic Scholar.. Was Lightfoot antagonistic to 
..'.~~-
:~·~abbinic J4iterat'lire. Bernard Lazare~ view explained. Evidence in the Ho

:~.~ae which shows that Lightfoot studied Talmud for polemical purposes. His 

;;;narrowness and bigotry. Ways in which Lightfoot may be compared to Reuch-
; .. , 
ji·lin and Bacon. Lightfoot, Buxtorf and E.isenmenger. Credit oue Lightfoot 

for opening new avenue of research. 

The Gandell edition of Lightfoot' s Horae Hebraicae has been used. 

in the present chapter because of co·nvenience, and also because of-its 

• . scientific accuracy. Here and there, comparisons have 1>een made with the 

. Carpzov and Leusden editions in the Latin.. The.se comparisons have been 

.made merely to satisfy my curiosity~ not because I doubted the scientific 

'. 

accuracy of Gand.ell's works. Gandell.'s preface in Vol. I of his edition 

-gives us some valuabl,e information.. The Horae. as we have le·arned, 
1 

was 

originally wri·tten in Latin and the several portions thereof were publish

.ea at intervals between 1658 and 1674.. With the exception of Acts and 

Romans, 2 these p.ort ions appeared during Lightfoot 's life time. 
3 

The Horae 

were. printed in Latin by Cappzov in 1675, nnd are found. lilrnwise in the 

collected Latin ed.i tions of Texelius ( 1686) and Leusden ( 1699 )_. They are 

included in the English ed.ition by Bright and Strype, and lastly in the 

13 volume edition of Pitman. 

The Gand.ell- edition is printed from Pitman's, but wherever a 

Passage seemed obscure, both the folio and original IJatin editions were 

consulted. Much attention was paid to the accuracy of the Hebrew 

- l, .Vide chap. III page.'!4 of this thesis. 

2 These were print ea after Light foot's death by Richard K:idder, later 
btshop of Bath and Wells. 
3 Vide Pitman vol• I and chap. III page 3-i-- of this thesis. 
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r 1 
uotations. 

Vol. I is entitled "A Chorographical. Century Searching out, 

'. )iiefly by the Light of the Talmud., ',some more memorable places of the Land 

f Israel''. This volume concentrates and combines all the geographical. 

1-tter which Lightfoot prefixed to each of the Gospela.
2 

1~lt Lightfoot in the preface of his first section of the Horae
3 

~~!'. ,{'.~tates that in the study of the geography o:f Palestine, the Talmud should 
:.t.~/,:: '~be consulted beoause the doctors of the Misnah and the (}emar~sts knew the ,,; .. -

----Tana bett~r than any one else, seeing that they were "Ocmla:tf!J testes", r-

naye witnesses''. He further urges men to study in the following striking 
~ t 

:manner: ",Et si fide eos dignos non reputaveris, quia sunt Juda~- at certe 
·,~(.i;. 

t·e:x:amine digni sunt, et venia fandi, qua·tenus sunt chorographi
1
'. "And 

= . 
. ::~~-.: 
r ... : ~;:~hough you esteem them not worthy of. credit, because they are Jews, yet 
f'.}F 
·'aertainly,they are worthy of examination, and may have leave to relate, as 
\ ~ ~ . ' 
Jhey are chorographers". As if to say:t let not your pregua.ioe against the 

'.~·c·. 4 
' ,~ew. interfere with your thirst for knowledge. Or, take the following as 

: nidence: "Certainly, it is unjust, out o:f prejudice ( I:niquum certe estp 
1 s.i ea· vel ex prae judicii, etc.) to re,ject, or out of ignorance not to en-

; tertain, those things. which either might yield as the profit of the · 

<l.horography of that land ----···-----·--·~---- etc.'' 

So Light,foot uses his astounding knowledge of Talmudic sources 

enable him to gain a better understanding of the places mentioned. in 

Gospels. His own experience in reading Rabbinical literature revealed 

the fact to.him that mW!lly corrections in the existing maps of the Holy 

Land had to be made. For instance, he speaks of the Saa of Sod.on, 

l of Preface Vol. I page IV• 

2 cf Leuaden Vol. II p 169, 397 etc. Carpzov pages 6, 517, etc. 

· 0 Of HHG Vol. I P• 3, and Leusden V 01. II p." 168 
4 RRG :Preface pages 3 and 4.. It would seem that Lightfoot is b16lrk.dminded 

· ~~d :pro-Talmud from these statements 9 yet to our astonishment, further study 
· , the Horae reveals the contrary. 



r 
fas the Eastern Boundary of J::ea. 
~i,('·' 

(Judea for instance is meriti oned in 

r 
1
Me.tt,haw, coop. 2: 1

9 
22, or chap. 3: 1, in connection with Bethlehem, the 

II,'' :fitrthplace of Jesus, and Lightfoot gathers Talmudic data to bound Judea. He 

;ii rat di vi de a the land into ]i ~I u>' \"1.\' ana ·y-1.81i ,-1 !:I in 

Jn acc~ordance with Talmudic sourc<:H3~ giving as parallel Matt. II: 20, "the ;..;'" 

L*1l'ld of Israel", and I Cor. V: 13,. "Those that are without", (lo ~l.:o'.-3 CL- ) • 

'.:'' 'a• then branches o:ff into different points - a Talmnclia habit. 
2 

After muoh 
'•., discussion~ in '•rhich he displays a wide, extensive acq_uaintance with Talmud-

P '=> I ·"'l chap • 
. 'ic and other rabbinic literature, even q_uoti:ng Maimonides 

\10. (cf H HG P..~ r1, note H), he comes ·to the 'bounds of Judea .. He ventures 

'.an interpretation - a wild one, in which he says that 
n ~--(:? does not 

but rather "bituminous" •. He refers the reader to S\'T) ,·-1 -0 
n -s-r) ' J~ 

rne:ntionea by MMrnonides, 
---· ) , which deals with 

incense. Quoting fJosephus (Antiq. Lit. XV:9), . . ~ 

'the making, of 

Pliny (Nat.Hist. Lit. I chap. 16) and Solinus (Polyhist •. chap. 38), he says: 

:nrt d.oth not please me that Sodom, in the maps, is place a in the northern 

bound:s of the Asphaltites;, when it seems rather to be placed in the south-

, ern extremity -of it"• And he tries to prove his point by q_uoting Genesis 

X:l9, and Josephus... This is. the method Idghtfoot pursues in pointing out 

tQe mistakes of contemperaneous chorographers, showing that an extensive 

study of rabbinic sources would bring enlightenment and aid in the estab-

lishment of the truth. 
[one would imagine that Lightfoot in his chorographical works 

breathes a pro-Talmud spirit. It seems evident from t.he most of Vol. I 

in .the Gandell that h~i is so, namely that he urges the study of rabbinic 

l . cf H H G chap. V, page 15, or H H I,, Vol. II, chap. V • P• 173. 

' ~ ,Simon ( quotecl in J E VIII, page 84) acansecl him of being "quelquefois 
rep rabbiniq_ue" f" n sometimes too rabbi.nicn • 
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p 
~~.' ,;:'.•'. 
Jfaore for the purpose of ascertaining the t,ruth of the New Testament Scrip-

;,· i1Jtures, ~s an aid to the umJorsta:nding the11 eof.. Yet, interspersea here and 
'.':' 
',,there are passages which evidence anti-Talmud feelings, prejuaice and 

. \ 1 
narrow-mindeoness. 

Lightfoot iB hard, to understand. At times he urges the study of 

the Talmud, and Rabbinic lore most strongly, stating that his own personal 

e:icperience revealed the need of knowing the Talmud in order to understand 

, the Scripture.. His remarks in the preface of St. Matthew are not the only 

evidence of this. He knew the Talmud well~ as he did M@rtlr'll.s-hic Literature, 

Maimontildes, Ibn EzTa, and other pos·t-Talmudic writings, and the world must 

1 

,_·,~ 

.,_,_., 
b 

give him credit for this. Yet it is surprising th1:~t certain statements, 

ariti-Talmug,io in spirit, should have come from his pe~~ 
So, in his chorographical ,works t Lightfoot points ou·t the mis-

O~'r O 

takes of q,on-temporary, chorographers and coeval choi;,aphies. ,,, He says; "I 

very much 'wonder, that the authors of the maps have held r~oa and Lyda.a for 

t,wo towns; Lod not far from Jordan and Jericho; Lyd,da not far from the Med-

iterranean sea" .,3 
And he then proceeds to say that the T'almudist would. 

have made such mistakes. "A 'Jew,, or one versed in Jewish affairs, will 

laugh at these things; when Lad and. Lydda have no d.ifference at all between 

them -- unless. that that is Hebrew, - this, Greek.
04 

Iiightfoot has no patience with the tourist 1
1:1 guides, who, depend

ing on oracles, poj.nt out places to travelers, historically inaccurate. 

l 

2 

These are discussed and quoted on page~ 4f!>'" !JO of this chapter. 

H H G Vol. I chap. XI page 27. 

3 , i'bi d page 38 

4 ibidem 
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spc-Jaking of Zion, whether it was in Judah or Benjamin, Lightfoot says: 

"It is objected. that a:t t,his a.ay a hill and· ruins are shown to travelers 

under the name of Sion, and the tower of David on the South part of the 

City. I\ answer, But let us have leave not to· esteem all things for 

oracles, which they say. who now show these places; since it is plain 

enough that they mistake in many other things: and let it be without all 

r .. {·controversy, that they study, not so much truth in that affair, as their 

~ ' 

own gain. I wish less credit had been given to themt and much search had 

been made out of Scripture,. and other writers concerning the si·tua..tion of 

the places". 
1 

In his aharographical war:ks, Lightfoot' s exegetical ability is 

shown in many places. This will be taken up later on in this chapter. 

Volume II in the Gandell edi·tion treats of St. Matthew. 'I'he Ho-

.rae are preceded by a short preface and by a dedication to the students 

of Catherine Ha112• In both.Lightfoot points out the utility of studying 

rabbinic lore in order to know the geography, customs and phraseology of 

r. the llew Testament.. In his dedication, he states the reasons which moved 

.him ·to study the. Talmud. 3 His first reason ts the one quoted by many 

later scholars .. 4 "For, first,. when all boolrn of the New Testamen-t were 

writt.en by Jews, and among Jews.,, and unto them; and when all the dis-

.courses made there,. were made in like manner by Jews, and to Jews and 

among them;· I was always fully persn.aded 9 as a thing past all doubting, 

that that Testament could not but everywhere taste of and retain the Jew
1
s 

5 
~tyle, idiom, form, and. rule of speaking". A cogent reason for Btudying 

l ibid P• 54 
-

2 L·ightfoot, we remember, was Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge. 

3 cf H H G Vol. II page 3 

4 Vide Chap. V page 55.s~. 

~ H H G Vol. II page 3 
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Talmud. His second reason is that in the obscure places of ·the New 
~f 

.{\Testament, the best method of interpretation of the tex·t was to understamd 
,;;,. 

>{both the vulgar and the common dialect and opinion of t.ha:t nation~ the 
:::: 

Jews, .and this could be done but by consul ting the Talmudic authors, nwho 

b'oth s'peak in the vulgar dialect of the Jews. and also handle and reveal all 

. Jewish. matt.e,rs." 1 

He then gives. the method by \•ihich he made use of '.L'abbinic lore: 

viz .. It 

I He resolved to observe those things which seemed to yield. 

·some light to the Holy Sorip·tures, especially eithHr to the phrases, 01· l:len

tences, or history of the New Testament .• 

II He set down in his note book those passages which made men-
I 

;tion of certain places in Israel and which afforded same light unto the 

'chorography. 

III Me noted those things which referred to the history of the 

·Jews., wllether ecclesiastical, or sc.holastio, or civil;, or which referred to 
2 

.the Christian history~ or the hi story of the rest of the world. 

In the Horae to st. Matthew, Lightfoot shows the Talmudio paral

lels to the text of the Gospel. l!1 or instance, in Matthew, chap .. XII~ 

verse 32, we :di'ind the expression~ E"Y 7' ~ w _I \.J) Y l- 7"Xj) f' / AA 0 vrZ~. n In 

the world to come" t L.ig.htfoot 

Of 0;l.a~1 Hazeh ( n -r cl. ·p '"h\).\ ) 

gives a Talmudic presentation of the subject 

and Olall' Hab&lr LR.:Lrl 0 -b1__i1} J.n which he 
,' 

displays a thorough knowledge of Talmudic and. other rabbinic lore. Quot

ing Berao:hoth 54 :. l~ Targurn to Ruth II: 15, Rambam, eta. And so I might 

multiply example after example .. 

l ibidem page 4 

2 ibidem page 5 
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He uses Talmudic sources for other reasonst also ... He showed how 
f { 
¥;necass.ary it was to know rabbini.a litorature to understand the phraseology 
[ 
R, 

~:and ohorography of the New Testament. 
U'1· 

Now he points out the necesai ty- of 

~stud.ying the rabbi's to understand the meaning of customsp eto .. , mentioned 

t ~n the• New Testament. So he comments upon the phrase; '£! K 1·1 v d _)._,,_,re Ta'v 11(Jv~~ 

;'..~orrov ;w .,. ... 1(od CJ V· "Shalrn off the dust of your f~at"' in Mat-

·'' 'thew X: II, and shows that in (J]almudic interpretation, shaking off thle dust 

of your feet/ means contempt for the heathen, as was the custom~ 11 Whereso-

; ever a City of Israel shall not receive you,., when ye depart, shew, !!.l ~h~~

ing off_th~ d~:t f!~~:y_our _ _l,e_e_:h that ye esteem tha~ city, however a city 

of Israel,. for a heathen, p:r.ofanei1 impure citb!1t ana. as such, abhor it .. 01 

:i It would. be unnecessary to quote more examples, for the student who is in-

r terestea in that matter can do better by consulting the Gand.ell edition .. In 

:~volume II' he likewise shows parallels. in st .. Mark;, in volume III he does 

likewis~ for St .. John., St .. Luka, and :i.n volume IV he shows the likenesses 

. between Acts, Romans~ the first Epistle of st .. Paul to the Corinthians, and 

Talmudic Literature. 

In all the Horae, Lightfoot plays the part of a Christian well. 

He still holds the biased view against the Pharisees
2 

and1 Israel's selec

tion by God as his chosen people .. 
3 

Welton aays4 that Lightfoot shows that the doctrine of a Messiah 

waa fully acknowledged and fondly cherished by the Jewish nation; that the 

coming of the Messiah is fixe~ by them to the very time when Jesus of Naz

e.reth did appear and approve himself to be the Christ; that the revelation 

l H H G Vol. II page 186 .. 

2 It would be ind.iscreet, to quote passages from the Horae to show thiss cf 
lilIG vol. II, page 67 - 77., which contains "some few remarks concerning the 
PhariseeiS and Sadduceesn and. other places in the Horae. 

3 af H H G .II page 180, etc. 

~'Pages 31 
:1·" 
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rr i: of' Christ is designated by the synagogal phra13es, "Kingdom of God19

, etc; 
i 
.; ' that the names applied to Christ in the New Testament, as nthe son of David.11" 

l; are found in Jewish wrtttngs as designations of the future Messiah.; that 

among the offices they as sign to the Messiah they recognize the "re surrec

i· tion qf the dead", and ev~n ascribe to him a state of humility and suffer-

~· ing; that Christ cond.escend.ed to borrow the sacraments from tho rites of 
·:1, 

f his countrymen, and that even the Lord's Prayer is derived from expressions 
.. 

that had long been familiar in the schools and synagogues of Judea11
• 

These fac·ts which Welton gives, are true on face value, but let us 

look into the matter a little more fully. Lightfoot, commenting upon Mat
~ 

Ir thew I:· 2, says that the Jews conceived of a Messiah, tha Son O!f David1 . but 
6· r· . ri· invented another name, "Messiah ben Joseph"', to comply with their giddiness 

r I r and leas of judgment in their opinion of the Messiah. ]1 or since ·they de-
l' 

, ii spised 'the true Messiah~ who came in the time fore-alloted by the prophets, 

( and crucified; they still expect, I know not what, chimerical one, concern-
• 

i> ing whom they have no certain opinion: whether he shall be one, or two; 

whether he shall arise from among the living, or from the dead; whether he 

. shall come in the clouds of heaven, or sitting upon an asia; they expect a 
l 

.·Son of David; bu.t they know not whom, they know not when 11
• Evidently 

. ' 

Welton was not very e:z:1,1_crt; fo,r by this passage Lightfoot states that, the Jews 

are not sure about the exact time of the Messiah's coming. Lightfoot is 

seen by this, and other passages, to hold a narrow view about Judaism and 

the Jews. He is bigoted and narrow minded. He does not tolerate the views 

'of others; he elevates Christianity abQ,Ye the other religions. Thus he says, 
«v 

·.1n commenting upon John r,.~ 'A A / e ~\. J '.:Tu"fA) ,.1 (r7 & 
11 An 

Israeli i;e indeed, n "Our Savior, therefore calls him an 'Israelite indeed, 

ln whom there was no guile' 9 because he sought out that retirement to pray, 

,·~ HHG II page 10 

cf HHG II page 14 



so different from the usual craft ana. hypocrisy of that nation, that were 

wont to pray publicly, and in the streets, that they might be seen of 

·men" Not very c}ompl.imentary to the Jews, is it? The invectives he 

hurls against the Talmud and Talmudists are even more vehement, b1rt let us 

be pa·tient for the present. ' . 
As an exegete, Lightfoot is of the Ras hi type. l'.1·i.ke the great 

exegete of Troyes, Lightfoot is interested in grammatical and syntactical 

points. Thus, for instance~ in commenting. upon Matthew I: 12, 

n Jechonias begat Salathiel" and in the course of the discussion of tha·t 

verse he used the verse from I Chron. III: 17~ 
'-'.11 

1 1..:::L which he translates
1 

"How the· sans of Jechonias bound. or impris-

oned.} were .ihealtiel, his son" and he nrgues thusly: "which version both 

the a.C(}ent and the order of the words confirm; for Zakeph hung over1
1 t~ 

to whi'ch Munach beneath ~ ~- ~ ~ ~ serves, persuades that it is. a conjunct 

construction; to wit, that zp:i::>' Jechoniah, and 1·-0~ bound should be ;join-

• ea together, that is, a substantive and an adjective .. And. the word 1 ~..:l--. 

his son, placea. after '.:>f~ 'J''lS& IJ.,> ~healtiel not after'' oC{ bound fixeth the 

gen~ogy :ln Sheal'hi(1l not in ·1' b ~ Gl.ssiY- at all· 

Lightfoot is likewise interested in giving meanings of words. So, 

as I explained in another place of this thesis, he interprets the words 

h ~ }') ;T lJ., to mean bituminous sea, in::3tead of ·the usual n salt sean. In ..,,,.-· 

· explaining the origin of tho word Sub on r:i "'l ~ he links the word. vd th 

· .. burning, saying that the name of the lake is a.erived from its nature,. which 

••.is fiery and. bituminous - likewise a wild conjecture• 

T.1ight.foat is also gu:i.lty of rationalizing. ]1 or irn:ita:nce, in try-

' ing to explain the origin of dens and caves in 11ale st ine, he says that they 

.are not the working of nature, 1)ut quoting Josephus (Antiq.XII:5) he claims 

that they were cut out of the mountains and rocks for the uses of war, that 
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f they might sorve for refuge and streng·th.
1 

f.! 
\: Lightfoot a.eserves a place as exegete and Biblical critico Yet, 
~:. 

t as Chambers says, "he was not free from the unscientifi.c crotches of the 
f 
; . period" .. 
~:. ~ 

He 1)elieved. fOT example . in the inspiration of the vowel-points. 
2 

'· In this regard. he takEHI an opportunity to criticize severely the Hab'bis of 
'· • 3 po~ .. \ess 
, the Talmud.· And in many regards he is not scientific. He does not e.xprer,as 
'~ ~ 
.;·, 

i' 

·the exegetical acumen of modern Biblical critics, and he makes many wild con-

jectures anrl interpretations, yet taken all in all , he was lrnen arn:1 

possessed good judgme:nt.. Above all he v.1as an excellent; Hebraistt and as 

such showed. to the scholarly world tho value1 of knowi..ng the rabbi.nic lore 

in und.erstanding the New T·estament. 

Now we comei to the ma.in point of our '.rhesi s. After a careful 

study of John Lightfoot 's Horae Hebracae et Talmdicao, I have come to the 

concl:u_.~~~-that_gg_2fE:~_anti-Talmud. In making this· statement, which is the_,.~ 

writer's original contribution to the subjoct, I am backed. by much evidence 

glean~d. from reading the Horae. It is, true, very true, that Lightfoot, 
Jki'lt~•"©:-i',;,w·w·«..,. 

urges the study of the Talmudig._. in order to understand the phraseology, 

chorography a.na customs of the l~ew T'estament Scriptures. It is true, like

wise, that Lightfoot himself studied: rabbinic lore because he thought it 

~. would materially aid him i:n understanding 11.is religion's ~foriptures. Yet, 

why is it that :30 many anti·-Talmudic statemenLs are found throughout the 

Horae? We can not clinch the matter by saying that he is inconsistent, for 

if so, vro would. merely find arm or two instances of his inconsistency. But 

the rule determines the exceptiont not thf) exception tho rule - in L.ight-

1 cf HUG I P• 190 where he says furthermore that t.he ~anaanites were a war
like nation and dug man;v of these caves before the Israelites came, quoting 
John 10:16;Judges 6:2 etc. as evidence. 

2 See HHG I pa 160 or IJetu3den II 229. He also takes is sue with Eb)'.\ :Fizra 's 
View that the whole Pontatauch ·was not written by Moses. cf HHG III P• 225 .. 

of' this chapter. 
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foot's case~ at least. 

Lightfoot was a great Rabbinic scholar. His vast knowledge of 

rabbini.c~would be a credit to a J'ewish scholar, and. with Gibbons, we must 

say that "by constant read.ing of the 'rabbis' he became almost a rabbi 

himself.iv He felt with Schechte:r 
1

that "a thorough stuay of th.is literature 

• might with due discre·tion. help, to a better understandin::: of the writings 

» attributed to ,Jesus and his disciples .• 11 

But, why so many anti-Talmudic tirades? The statements which show 

this are so many that I must choose them at random. Here is a typical one: 

11 There are some who believe the holy Bible was pointed by 
the wise meFll of Ti'berias. I ao not wonder at the impudence of / 
the Jews, who invented the story, but I wonder at the credulity 
of Christians who ap·plaud.ed it. Hecolleci.;, I beseech you, the 
names of the Rabbins of '.riberias, from the firBt si'tuations of 
the university the1·0, to the time that it expirea, and. what at 
length do you fina, but a lcind of men made with Pharisaism, be
witching with traditions, and bewitched, blind, guile:ful, doting; 
they must pardon me, if I say magical and mons·trous? Men, how 
unfit, how unable,, how foolish, for the undertaking, so d.ivine a 
work• Read over the Jerusalem Talmud and see there how R. Judah. 
R.. Chaninah,, R.. Judan, R. Hoshaia, R .. Cq?.ya Rubha, etc. - and the 
rest of the grand. doctors among the Rabbins of T.iberias, behave 
themselves. How earnestly they do, nothing. How childishly they 
handle serious matters. How much of sophistry, froth, poison, 
smoke, nothing a:t, all, there is in their disputes. And if you can 
believe the Bible waia pointed in such a sehool, believe also, all 
that the rralmudists write. The pointing of the Bible savours of 
the work of the Holy Spirit, not the work of lost, blinded, 
be sett.ea men. n 

I wonder if some still think that Lightfoo~ merely contraa.icts himself 

here. Does no·t this show a positive attitude. I am surprised that L.ight

foot recommends ·the f3tudy of Talmud to his pupils, seeing that the writ-

ers thereof are 11 1ost? blinded and! besot·ted menn, and moreover, that there 

is naught but" froth1' anc1 "goi son" in their disputes. 

At t hiB point, let me set forth Bernard Lazare's view.. In his book 

on ,Anti-semitism1 he says,. "In the seventeenth century, anti···Judaism took 

l vide page 175 s~ 0~Lazare 
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on another form. The theologians were succeeded by· erudites, scholars, 

exegetes.. .Ant i-Jud.aism became milder and more scientific; it was re:pre

sented by Hebraizers, often of great attainments ---------· n And he then 

gives several cases of men who S"tudied Jewish literature an cl defended cer-. 
/ 

tatn things in Judaism and literature, as for inatance,, Wagenseil, ·who ae-

nied ritual murder, and Buxtorf who declared that it (the Talmud) con

tained things of value for the historian and philosopher.. Yet these two 

men were anti-Jewish and anti-Talmud, foir the former declared. that. the 

Talmud contained "blasphemies, impostures and absurdities,,, ru'.l,~,, as it is 

well known, the latter used his know.ledge of Hebrew for polemical pur

posea. (Me thinks, that John 1.ight,foot would fit in very nicely with these 

two. BU't lEJt us wait). 
1 

Lazare continues, "Yet the same ideas persisted. which had inspired 

the authors of the preceding centuries.. The ol1ject was always to prove 

the truth of the Christian faith and dogmas on the basis of the Old 1res

tame:nt --·------ the apostles invoked. the Zahar and Niishna ln favor of Je

sus and the polemic, literatur·e was still. in bloom under E.isenmenger, whose 

'Judaism Unveiled.' has i.nspired m8Jilty contemporary anti ·~erni tics" .. 

Lazare speaks as if he had read Lightfoot 's Horae Hebraicae et Tal• 

mudicae.. Light.foot was of the scwenteenth century, he was an "erudite, 

scholar and exagete", he was a Hebraizer of great - nay~ unusual attainment. 

He studied Jewish literature zealously and industriously, and even defended 

certain iihings in Judaism. So, in urging the study of the Talmud he says: 

''And though you est.eem them not worthy of credlt, because they are Jews, etc .. 11 

In other words. like Buxtorf, he says that the Talmud. contains things of 

l ibid And so:, throughout the Horae, we find passages which show a readi
ness.· on the par·t of Light.foot to give credit to the Jew - sometimes a mere 
condescension. For lnstance, in HHG Vol. I, P• 82, he says, "We may believe 
the Jews, asserting it ( 1 )..b J1~ ~ )to 11e within the walls of Jerusalem, since 
they illu.strate the tbing with so many examples; nor is there any reason 

·Why they should either feign or dissemble anything in this matter" .. These 
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~w;i,lue, a:nd he thus defends the study of the Talmua
1

• 

' ' 

't~·. 

Unlike PfefferKon 
A 

1' ~;1n this respect~ yet,. like that bigot, and. lilte Wagenseil, Light,foot, too, 

t/ r.:claimed: that the Talmud contains "blasphemies, impostures and absurdities.
11 

F, 
ti I quoted one pa~e which shows Lightfoot 1 s belief that the doctors of the 

Mishnah1 and Gema\ist.s teach nothing but "froth, M~struction arid poison". We 

·.shall quote other anti-Talmudic passages later. 

Lazare also tells us that t.oo object of thesw Christian Hebraizers 

was to prove the 'truth of the Christian faith and dogmas on the basis of the 

Old Testament, and that furthermorej. they "invoked the Zahar and the Mishnah 

in favor of Jesusn. JHrst of all Lightfoot takes every opportunity to cast 

·slurs at the Jews. It is strange that he likes to use the words "feign" or 

•"dissemble" ("fingant" or ncolorent") in connection with the Jews, that they 

·feign this or ths.t. ;l He even calls Judaism a polluted relig:lon
2

• He calls 

the Jews "hypocrites" because "much provision is ma(1e concerning recitirig the 

phylacteries and the prayers added, hencep those vainglorious hypocrites, 

etc., and because they. addicted themselves to ejaculations, prayers and 

blessings, upon the sight of almost anything meeting them, either in the 

, ' · stree.ts or in the way.3· 

And so by underestimating the value of the Jew a.na his Judaism, he 

tries to over-estimate the truth of the Christlan faith. Judaism, to I.dghte 

foot, had to give way to Christianity. He takes Old Testament passages and, 

,pro-Jewish~ or rather non-anti-Jewish statements are rare in the Horae. 
·About the only thing of J"udaism which Lightfoot seems to defend, is the 
,study of th£i '.Valmud for the understanding of the phraseology, chorography 
and customs of the New 'l'estamont. 

l cf H:HG I Page 82; 144. 

2 

3 

cf HHG I p. 64 

ibi a. page 144 

4 cf also HHG II page 211 and. 212 he says ti "Therefore, our Savior seems 
~llude to the casting out of devils by exorcisms; which art, as the Jews 
~;~ere well instructed in, etc. 11 

- ----· 

i[ 



~~.·.:' 
/ 
' 

48 ~· I and interprets them Chriatologically. Thus( for instance, he says "that 
(\-, 

[' the old. Sabbath was not instituted till after the giving the promise of 
f.' 
!i 

i 

r 
\,' : 

Christ~, Gen. III: 15, and the rest of God on that seventh day was chiefly 

in having perfected the new creat1h.on in Chris·t •1 Light.foot says2 that 
}', I 

i "the Jews themselves confess that the Kingdom of the lvfossiah was to begin 
{: 

,. 
1<' 

with the resurrection of the dead, and the renewing of the world. There-

fore it was very proper that that day from which Christ's Kingdom took 

its beginning should pass into the Sabbath, :rather than the old Sabbath, 

the memorial of creation.n Consequently tJ1e Jew's Sabbath had to give 

way to tho Christian Saboath. 

Accordingly, Lightfoot says nFo:r, first, the Jews had now lost 

their privilege, nor were they hence-forward to be called a peculiar 
1, 

:, · people; na y, they were now become 'IJO - ammi '. They had exceeded the 

heathens in sinning, they hacl slighted, trampled upon, and crucif:led the 

Crea.tor himself, appearing visibly before their eyes in human flesh; while 

the heathen had only conceived amiss of the creator, whom they neither 

had seen, nor could see, and thereby fallen to worship the creature". But 

he continues thusly: "Ghrist had now by his blood paid a price for the 

heathens also. He hat'l overcome Satan, who held them captive. He had 

3 taken away the wall of' partition. He had exhibited an infinite right-

eousnesa". 

I believe that I have quo·tea· sufficiently from the Horae to show 

Lightfoot's "anti--foemitic" attitude, his desi.re to underestimate the Jews 

ana" their religion and t;o exalt the Christian faith at the expense of the 
. l 

l Old Testament and the 11tabbinsf1 Our next interest will be to quote p~ls-
I 
I 
I 

sages from the Horae, which in add.i tion to those already cited, show Light-

l HHG II page 377 

2 ibid 

refers to the 11 enclosure " by which the apostles were prevented from 
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He attributes vain-glory, 
1 

(:foot's anti-Talmud and anti-Talmuai.sts attituae .. 
., 

Por .instance, ho says "I:e, 1t 
!,conceit ana self praise to the 'l'almudi sts .. 
·:r 

'" ~\therefore, by cutting short the clause, (quoting teachings in the names of 

: rfthemselves or teachers, e.g .. R .. N .. :tn the name of R.N .. saith) they wuuld be 
I t'r -
l'appropriating to themselvt:is the blessings of tho :Jeople --------·- thoy do 

' "' ,. 

f,; .. 

J\lndeea likc:i them::ielves, cmnn:tngly lying at cai;ch and hunting after fame and 

, vain-·glory". Or, talce the following: nNor is it rrnldom that we meet with 

·some ofthe '1.1almudists make their ovm perfection the subj·.··ct of their boast 

2 
.. ----------------etc. n 

Here is an excellent pass.age which reflects.Light.foot's att.itudE-):
3 

l:nr have boon at some quost:Lon with m;yself, whether I would insert in this 

, place the blasph9mou.s_ things wbich the 1.ralmuaic authors belch out ( evomant) 

'against the holy Jesus, in allusion (shall I say?) or derision of thL3 word 

,:Amen, to viihich name he entitlea himself, ana. by which asseveration he con-

. firmed his doctrines. But, that thou mightost, readert bo1;h know, and with 

equal i.nclignation abhor, the snarlings ( latratus) ana. virulency of these 

men, ts.ke it in their own words, although I can not without infinite reluc

tancu a.Llege whmt they with all audaciousness have ut·toreo. 11 Not very pro-

Talmudic, I think. 

Quoting from Bait·a Bathra 

f'MOses. ali:ll<l his law are truth" .. 
4 

Lightfoot comments: 

l.l'l)tJl/ 

nrt is indeed a great 

truth
9 

what is uttered in this most false and ridiculouH lHgend that 
11

tho 

~reaching the gospel to all gentiles. cf. Matt:X:l5s 

l HIIG P• 149 
'. 

2 ibidem p/ 156 

3 11 P• 246 

.~ II P• 399 
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:;1aw of Moses is truth." But the Jews might (if they· would) attain to a 

much more sound way of judging concerning the truth of it, and consider 

\that the law "is no·t the sum and ultimate of all truth, but that Christ is 

tthe very truth of the truth of Moses: John 1: 17." The law was given by 

!.Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." 
?' 
~ , .. 

f... / I shall. quote just one more passage in this connection: "VJhon the 
~,; 

!:'Jewish maskers seriously pre scribed many ridiculous things of this matter; 

fsometimos defining the apipointea times of __ _ 

[:Modesty forbids to relate their trifles: I had. rather the reader sh ~ 1ula. go 
}<. 
1to them himself, than defile our paper with them." r! 
ji 
; The evidence has been sifted and. the verdict remains unaltered; 
~ .' 
~John Lightfoot, although he encourages the study of the Talmud and rabbinic 

!lore, in general, al though he insists that a knowledge of rabinnic li tera-

: 1:ture is a(lvantageous, nay essential for a complete unc1erstanding of the 

~phraseology,. oust oms and. chorography· o:f the New Te st ament,. is ant i-'l'alrn.ud~ 

KHe tries to shov1 the superiority o:f the teach:lngs of Jesus over Judaism,. and 
1! 

i<C: 

f,takes every· opportunity to attack the Jew and his religion .. 
:t_·" 

l' Lightfoot was like Heuchlin and Bacon ill that he aa.vocates the 
~ 9 

h 
~:study of Hebrew.. Like them, Lightfoot believed that Hebrew was the language 

lof revelation, and with them ho shared the boliaf that every word and every 

lietter of the Hebrew Bible hacl a spiri tu.al and occult meaning. In other 

fwora.s, ~11 t,hree of these men explorea the regions of Hebrew lore to estab

llish the original d.i vinHly inspired text of the Bible.
1 

i: Yet, like Wagensail, 1ryisenmenger and Buxtor:E,. Lightfoot, bigotly and 
'I' 
~~ighthead.edly was anti-1.ralmudic, claimed that the Talmud contained blas
l( 
f::Phemies, a1rnurdities, 11 froi;h" and 11 poison" and he tries to over estimate 
r.t 

Vide chap. II pages 1 ,..1 ~ 1 8 of this thesis. 
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;. 
·; 

religion at the. expense of Judaism, the very knowledge of which ho 

l learned f.rom his study of rabbinic lore. 
~aot. £U,, To Light}>' however, goes the credit of l'W"ing a new avenue of 

research. Scholarship owes much to this noted Hebraist, for he encouraged. 

the study of the Talmud for the purpose of knowing the parallels between 

that~ great literature and the New Testament. 

BIBJJIOGHAPHY FOH '11HI S CHAPTER 

Horae Hebraicae et .Talmudicae ed. Gandel 14 Vols. 

'n " 1l II Carpzov 1 II 
ll 

Works of John Lightfoot ed. IJeusden Vol .. II. 

Welton, John Lightfoot, the }inglish Hebraist. 
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Dic1 Lightfoo·t have any pupils? Did het at all, influence the 

study of Hebrew by Christian Scholars'? Did his work create enthusiasm? 

Lightfoot' s influencc3 evidenced by the way in which his research was m'.led. 

ire stirilulated. the study of the relation between the New Testament and rab-· 

;binic lore. What others have sa:i.d about Lightfoot. A personal roaction to 

study of John Lightfoot, English Hebraist. 

As a rule, Hebrew scholars,, beth Jewish and Christians, are sur

;rouncled during their lives by a coterie of pupils, who aftor their death 

foarry on their learning and ideas. 
f 
j! John Lightfoot was quite <lifferent in t,his respect, for neither 
\' 
:'.~n his writings, nor by his biographers, are we told. of any of his pupils. 

i~et, L.ightfoot exerted as much, if not more, influence upon. succeeding gen-
: 1 
~:erations as did many ·teachers .. As Welton says:, "At the same time, by every 
~ .. · ' 

twork which he put before the world. he made himself the teacher of hundreds; 

f (while learned men in and out of. England were cont :inually visiting him, not 
~; 
~,~erely to make his acquaintance, but to get his opinion on s0>me of the more 
t:' 
obtruse points of rabbinic learning .. '' 
;, 

True, Lightfoot was Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, a:nd in 

:~his position, by his personality, he was able to reach many. In the pub
l' 
i1 

' ic light also, as preacher and. upholder of certain ideals ancl principles, 

;pe influenced many. But as to the spocif.ic branch of learning in which he 
.Ir 
~as interested, h~) had to rely upon the influence his writings would make 

the world· 

Thequestion now arises: Did Lightfoot stimulate the study of Ha

by Christian scholars? The answer to this query is a negative one. 

~ft er Lightfoot' s death, England witnessed a decline in the study of Hebrew · 
,. 

all. other Oriental studies, and this decline continued until 

page 39 
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"the middle of the .nineteenth centurY'• We can not say, however, that 

i. Ligf tfo'ot 's exhort at ion to study the Talmudic and other rabbinic li tereture 

~fell upon deaf ears, for his work did create enthusiasm.. Ligh·bfoot 's in

\.fluence can be measured. by the manner in which the work was received and 

imade use of. Specifically, Lightfoot opened a new avenue of research, for 

J by his writing he showed. succeeding generations the necessity of knowing 

~.the Talmud.ic sources for a thorough undc7 rstanding of the style, phraseology 
~\ 

~'and meaning of the New '.restarnent Scriptures .. 
~: 
W His influence can be best proven by what others· have imid about 
~! • 
1.i\.him, and also by quoting some scholarly works which have used IJightfoot as 
'N' 

~an authority. Most of th(3Se references h::we been obtainea. by my own :re-· 
r1~ 
\(, 

lsearoh, but where I have secured the information through second hand sources, 

f have noted this f1:>et in the footnotes. 

I~ From Welton, z, we learn that during his life John Lightfoo·t corre

'.rsponded. with various scholars rmd he quotes se·veral extracts from their let
mi 

~:ters. So, the youngeD? Buxtorf~i'S in a letter to Castell speaks of Lightfoot 
~>-
~~husly: lfJ!Jx horis ejus talmudic:•s incepi ilJ:lLus doctrinam et diligenti·am 

" .. . . . ·alde amaro Illae sal11Vam mil~i moverant, ut propediem ab ipso s~m~>l~1a V:l'dere 

esideren et gustare Precor <iJpsi omnia laeta ac me1~ttis ejtrn digna. 11 And r·--

astell says in a letter to :Light.fa ot: "Henowned Sir, I made bold to beauti

a.nd ernbell i sh this worthless, contemned work I am upon, with the orient""' 
. 2t 

lustre of your eminent ana a'eservedly most farnigerous name. n 

Vide chap. II page 

;1'· See page 6 

·.<Johannes Buxtorf (1599-1664) was a son of Johannes Buxtorf, the eld01r. Suc
·:·~eded his fathc:Jr as prof;fessor of Hebrew at Ba~rnl .. He maintained relations '· :~th several learned Jews with whom he corresponded. Wrote "De Linguai.. He-
" WaicaE. 01~igine et Antiquitaten, Basel, 1644. ~'ranslatea Maimonides More 
\1 ~bn0hi.rn o:t Basel in 1629 under the ·title "Doctor .Perplexorurn and Hakvi~s 
, ~.Sc:t.r.i!•\ JJiber Cosri (Basel, 1660) , 

'{-1 . 
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Dr Adame Clark said "Dr. Lightfoot was a profound scholar, a sound 

~ivine and a pious man. His historical, chronological a11d to 1·.ographical 

remarks on the Old 
·. 1 

are invaluable 11
• 

highest terms: he 

Testament, and· his Talmudic al Exercitations on the New, 
~~·/ 

Clarke spoke of Lightfoot.'s exegfticol ability in tht-J 

said, In Bihlica1 criticism I consider Lightfoot the 

first of all JJ:nglish writers; and in this I include his learning, his judg-

me nt and his use :fulne s s." 
2 • 

Carpzov in his introduction to his edition of the Horaa Hebraicae 
erv cf;1; oun i!:» • • 

11 Lightfootus, recondita e-ffi44.t~, et exquisitt non un111.nus ingenu, 
II 

infinitao in Talmudicis Rabbinicisque lectionis vtr. 0 

3 vol.13l: c')' 
Kidder, in" the preface of Gandell 's edition of J;ight foot's Horae 
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There are somE-J who cri ti cizea. Lightfoot, also.. Simon
1 

speaks 

I· of hir-3 method in t,he Horae us "quel::ciuefois trop rabbinique 11 and Pi'ck~ . .._,,,,,.,,., 

says of him: "The Talmud hai:l been used in the illustration of the Hew 

Testament by IJightfoot, etc. But in this de_partmelf.ht, also, its utility 

. has been overestimated, and by none more than Lightfoot himself, who 

says in the ao di cat ion prefixea to his 1.'almudical exercitat ions~ etc." 

Pick mentions likewise, Isaac Vossius, who said J.Jightfoot 

would have sinned less by illustrating tho Evangelists from the Kornn 

than these "nebulae rabbinicae". , 
His opinions were attackea by Rhenfora in his De decem otios1s. 

synagogue, :B1 ranequenae, 1686 and bJ Vitringa in his De. aecem v·ir.is otio-

. 
st~s, ]1 raneciuer~1e, 168_7•" A short statement of the whole controversy 

will be fauna in Carpzov 's Apparatus historico, Cut. pages 310-::s12. 

On the v1hole, however, Lightfoot 's v.rorks found favor and were 

vvidely used .. 

In addition to these staternen:tE, we find many scientific works 

v.rhich quote J~ightfoot as an 1:mtr!Ority. · Thus Schurer in his 11 The Jew

ish People in the '.I.1ime of Jesus Christ11 , quotes Lightfoot fre,1uently.,g 

He agrees with him as a rule, but very often points out his mistakes. 

I o#:1!l\!it Thus he says in speaking of the :t~ssenes: "its 1-r;n•~olb.Fnce is well pointed 

out 1Jy Light.foot, who conjectures that the IJ.ampsitae are merely an off-

4 
sh0ot of the Essenes .. n- On the other hand he sayB, 

5 
in spoaking of the 

1 cf JE VIII page 84 

2 vine his "The Talmud - Vfhat it is and what it, knows about Jesus an9 
his followers. pages 123 - 4. 

3 cf Vol. I pages 10,39, 1~5, 136, 144 II 67, etc$etc. 

4 cf Vol;il'Div.II .Page 214 

,5 cf Vol. II Div. II P• 67 
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"as it is in none of these passages exactly statea 

what was the case with these men, Lightfoot was able to set up the mis-
·~·· 

'' taken hypothesis (in his Horae to Matthew IV:23) that the .aecem.\otiosf were 

.}· 

officials of the synagogue, thus making the whole number of the synagogue 

. officials to consist of these ten meltll. This mistake called forth a 

• 
·learned controversy in which Rheuford unsparingly, and Vi tru\ga more gently, 

attacked Lightfoot' s opinion." 

1111~f:. ' August Wu fdhe~ who more than anyone else, carried on the 
' ' ,, r,, 

, John Idghtfoot, quotf.HJ him in his "Neut. Be:atrage: ~here are some who have 

work of 

used Lightfoot, bui~ gail to mention him hy name•'' So, Sc.hottgen in the 

preface of his Horae (page 1) says "Nlsi. Lightfootus lyrasset, miJlt<li non 

:ii\ sal tasseniil' · 

Nork in his nRabbinische Quelle.n und Parall!len zu neutestament

lichen Schrifts:teli~n, mit Benutzung,der Schriften van Lightfoot, Wet

stein,_ Meuschen, Schottgenv Danz, quotes the x1oted English Hebraist a 

ni1mber of times. 2 

Dr. J. Hamburger in his Real-J'.tincyclopadie des. JUden::..thum, (L~p-

zig, 1896), quotes Lightfoot on page 1 of the Supplement of the work, 

,:;~ l and especial~y on pagtrn 49 and 787 of SUJ,!plemerrt II, Lightfoot' s norlrn 
:-~.1 I~~-

are mentioned as autho:r:itative J~90J~s to show the parallels between the 

New '.i1estament and the Talmud .. ··"' / .~· 

tum ex 

John Gerhardf Meus/2n in the Praefftio of his "Novum Testamen

Talmudi et Antiquit~%~s Hebraeorum Illustratum'' (LipseEi,,e, 1836) 

says: "Vix autem speeilegium hoc ad manus inclY:,tm Joh.anus Lightfoote par-

l Vide especially pages VI, 16 and 542. 

2 For instance on pagf~ IV he quotes the famous introductory paragraph of 
Lightfoot's Horae Vole III. 



venerat, cum ille hoc, tamquam acutissimo stimulo,. in:ci tatus .~ _ :. 

and quotes him on pages 380, 401,. 407, 409 and 410 • 
. , 
~II"" I 

Henrich Laible in his 11 Jesus Christus ·'tti'i-- Talmund" ( G. Da:rman, Ber-
_. ___ .•. 7 

lin, 1891). mentions_Lightfo·ot on pages 18 and 50. 

I believe that I have pretty well exhausted the list of books 

which quote John Light foot as authority. These quotations are· but witness-

es to the real work of the man. 

Personally, I think that I have greatly benefited from the stud.y 

of John Lightfoot, and his relation to Rabbinic lore. I was greatly impress ... 

ed~ in reading the Horae Hebraicae et Talmudicae, by the mass of rabbinic 

learning which he exhibits therein, by the maze of quotations from thB 

Talmud, Maim~~des, Ib·n Ezra and others. I was greatly struck by his exe·

getical acumen, which is evidenced by his interpretations and co:mmenta-

1 · ries. He makes many mistakes, wild and sad blunders, but so do others, 
Ill 

Jews, who by nature should have a better 11 sprachgefiihl~n for our rabbin

ical lore .. 

But, alas, I was sadly d.iaappointed to find that John Lightfoot 

was anti-Talmud, that he seemed to play the part of an ingrate; that he 

slandered the very men who gave him inspiration and enlightenment. 

Yet, I could. not lose my res:pect for the man and his knowledge and 

his work - I was only disappointed. The wo1rld owes much to Lightfoo1t .. 

He ouened a new avenue of research, for as one of his biographers said, 0 To 

him is ascribed the ere di t of ope.ning ·to the mod111rn world the fountains 

of Talmudic learning .. " 

Mq one hope is that others may be ind.uced to study the develop-

men·t o:f:' Hebrew learning among Christiana. ~1he work is difficult, for it 

·: a.emands original research,. yet the reward there'of is g.reat; for it will 

enlighten th:e world and enrich its culture and learning. 

FINIS 


