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IX
The difficulty of handling an historical gubject. Material
on John Lightfoot meagre. Only one essay, to the writerts knowledgse,

hes been written on the subject. Gandell's edition in English used

for purpoge of aonvenlence.

The method of approach in an historical gubject is two-fold:
vizs, (L) getting faocts, emd (2) interpreting these facts in the
1light of the Philosophy of History. 1 The main problem which con-
fronts the writer of an historicél theme is to get atb the sources.
Once he has made himself sure of the authenticity and reliability
of hié factsa, he has a clesr roed ahead of hims. Very oftenm, however,
the gources are written in a language foreignm to the regearch worker,
and as‘a regult he must rely upon translations. Herein lies another
difficuitya Unfortunataly, gome of our mogt famous historical works
nave been translated by mediocre scholara, who have either misquoted
the facts, or have been 80 deficienﬁ in lenguage as to be umable to
expresa clearly the meaning of the guthor's wordse A typicel well
known cage is that of~the'translation into English of Heinrich Graetz's,
Geschichte dex Juden.2 (While I have carefully weilghed the facts in
this thesis, I have been compelled at times to use gecond hand sources.

These I have indicated im the foot-notes.)

1 By the Philosophy of History we mean the psyechological tendencles
gf historicsl events of Dr. Deutsch, Philosophy of History, Pages
b 7-

2 These mistgkes have been noted by Dr. Gotthard Deutseh in an article
in the Hebrew College Monthly of February 1918, called "My Graetz" .
(Vols IV, No. & Pages 135 - 144)
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The method of interpreting facta depends on our viewpoint,
whether we Look upon the evénhs or moveﬁents as ilsolated facts, or
whether we interpret them as showing the tendencies of the partic-
wlar period in which they took place. ¥or instance, the Mortara
case of 18581 may be‘merely an igolated fact in Jewish History show-
ing the restrictions amd inequalities of the Jews, or may show the
method that Pope Piums IX used in order to bring about the realiza-
tion of a "Catholized" world, or‘likewise the incident may evidemce
that the resction to the affair, which led to the formation of the
Alliance Isrealite Universelle, aroused protest on the part of the

world end resulted in awakeniﬁg feelings of sgsympathy and considerstiom

the House of Commons of Englana.z

Then again we are apt to rationslize too much in interpreting
our facts, which 1s often very hazardoug. "A little bit of knowledge
ig a daﬂgerous thing", runs the common proverbs. Unless we are fully
grounded on thﬁ.facts, we dare not rationalize for this leads us to
wild oonjecture.and gtrange hypotheses.

In handling the subject of "John Ligbﬂfoot and his relation to
Rabbinic Lore®, I have been greatly handicapped by the dearth of first
hand material. There is~suf£iaient biographic material, but as far

ag I know, only one essay has been written on the appreciation of the

1l A cage of forcible abduction in which a child nemed Edgar Mortara
wag violently removed f£rom the custody of his parents by papal guards
in Bologna on June 23, 1858, of JE Vol. VIII.

2 The struggle of the Jews for civie recognition in England culminated
in 1858 when Rothschild gained & seat in the House of Commons by ac-
Cepting the “"Chiltern Hundred" end omitting the oath "On the faith of a
Christian™.

for the(Jew, a8 witness tha\eiaotiqn of Lionel Rothschild to & seat in -~




~ man snd hleg workel

In order therefore, to be able to interpret the work and in-
. fluence of this great divin@; T heve made myself acquainted with con-
ditions of his time: namely, the historical movements and tendencies
of thekse§anteenth century.

T did not deem it necessary to read the enﬁira works of Light-
foot, since I heve limited myself to hig relatiom to the Talmud snd
othef Rebbinical Literature. Nor do I think it necessary to read the
Horee Hebralcae in fhe original Latin Oﬂlyoz Tor the sake of convenience
and @xpedienoy, T have used in my study of the subject, the best avail-
gble translation of the Horae, that of the Reverend Robert»(}ande‘ll,5
now and then making comparisons with Carpzov and Leusden editions.4

Gandell wés very careful in his'translation, for he made use of the Leus-
den and Fnglish follo editions in his work. All reference in the Horae
Hebraicae, unless otherwlse specified, will be made according to Gandell's

editione.

Being an historicsl presentation of the subject, I nave not laid — Il

. any particular stress upon the exogitical, theological phase of Light ~

foot's worke. These will be mentioned indirectly and in their proper /&éa{m~

1 D. M. Welton wrote his essay on John Lightfoot, the Fngligh Hebraist,
to obtain the doctorate of Philosophy at the University of Leipzig in
1878, The work shows only & fair knowledge of the sub ject, but evidences
a wsrm appreciation for the noted Tnglish Hebraiate.

2 One of the bost Letin editions is Leusden's edition. TLeusden was an
eminent Oriental and classical scholar, born at Utrecht April .26, 1624;
wes made Professor of Hebrew in Utrecht University; edited many loarned
works, and died September 30th, 15669 of Chape IV Page 35 this thesis.

3 Rev. Robert Gsndell, M.A., wes assistant tutor of Megdalene Hell and
Late Michel Fellow of Queens College, Oxford. He published Franda

. °f the Horgde Hebraicae in four volumes st the University Press in 1859.
cf., rages .

4. Vide Chap. IV pages 35, 4/ etc,
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orderbl My main interest is to show the reader in what wise this
Christian Hebraiaﬁ made usge of his profound and astounding knowledge of
the Talmud snd other Rabbinic literature. |

I am grestly indebted to my teacher and advisor, Doctor Gotthard
Deutach, who suggested this thesis, and through whose advice and counsel
the presenﬁation of the subject was made possible. I am{also indebted
to Doctor Louis Grossmemnfor his copy of Wélton's phamphlet, which hasg
been a great help to me. | |

I have made an honest and modest attempt on this thesis. It will

call forth oriticism. - I expect it, for I can not say:
AN Ao 8D gTRBW VPS AT XT3A




CHAPTER I

ENGLAND AT THE TIME

01

JOHN LIGHTFOOT
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The struggle of the Jews for readmisgion. Cromwell gives infor-
mal permissgion to the Jews to reside and trade in England with certain
restriétions. Attitude of Charles II. In general did leniency toward
 the Jew encourage the study of Hebrew by Christian Scholers? The Puri-
.tans were friendly to the Jews. Was this amicabllity selfish and uli-
tarian? The Reformation and Lightfoot. Were the¥€& motives behindrﬂié&

gtudy of this language?

The age in which John Lightfoot lived was important for the Jews
of Fngland, for during this period attempts were made for the resettle-~
ment of the Jewse Expelled in 1290 by Edwerd I, we find little, or no

L In 1542 we learn that

trace of them until the seventeenth centurye.
many were arrested on suspicion of being Jewa, and throvghout the six- =
teenth century we find people by the name of Lopez finding refuge in
England. Among them was Rodrigoe Lopez, physician to Queen Elizabeth.
Poward the middle of the seventeenth century & considerable number of
Merano merchants settled in London and formed there & secret congrega-
-tion, at the head of which was Antonio Pernandez Carajel. They car-
ried on congiderable trade with the ILievant, the Tndies and Brazll, as
well as with the Netherlands, Spain and Portugal.2 Their importance
and position enabled them to give Cromwell information as to the plans of
1 It ig said Jews were connected with the Doymus Conservorum, & house
in London founded by order of Henry III in the year 1232 to provide a
home and free malntenance for Jews converted to Christianity. (See JE
Vols TV) An attempt to revoke the edict of expulsion was fruitlegsly
mede in 1%10e In 1376 we hear of a complaint made to the King that those
trading as Lombards were Jewse (cf "Rot.Park." IL 332a).

2 of JE Vole V page 168 and Art. "Commerce" in JE Vol. IV.

< ek . e




‘Menassgeh sent his brother-in-law, David Abravensel Dormido

Charles Stewart in Holland and of the Spaniards in the New World.

An impetus to the readmission of the Jews in England was given

- by the Puritan movement. Petitions favoring the settlement of the Jews

in England were presented to the army in 1649 by two Baptists of Amster-

dam, Johanna Cartwright and her son,‘Ebenezer, and suggestions to this
effect were made by men like Roger Williams and Hugh Peters. Some were
moved in the same direction by messianic reasons. Thelr views attracted
the enthusissm of Manassgeh ben Israal,l who in 1650 published his "Hope
of Israel" in which he advocated the return as a preliminary to the
appearance of the Mes&:ah.a

The oommerclal policy which led to the Navigation Act of October
1651 made Cromwell degirous of attracting the riqh‘Jews of Amsterdam to
London, 8o that they might transfer their important trade interests with
the Spanish main from Hollande

At the close of the war between England and Holland (1652-1654),
8 to London to
pregsent to the council & petition for the readmission of the JéWSo The

council refused to acts Cromwell induced Msnasseh to go himself, and

at the end of September 1655 he printed his address to Cromwell, the re-

sult being 8 National Conference held at Whitehall in December of that

game year, including some of the most prominent lawyers, preachers and

1 Manasgseh was born in La Rochelle in 1604, not as Welton says, in

. Spain or Portugal. He became 2nd or 3rd Rebbl at Amaterdem in 16282. As

Graetz has it, he was the"Riesser" of the 17th century (seeVol. V.Chap.

II) He died &t Middleburg, Netherlands, Nove 26, 1657.

2 Manasseh believed that the Mes#iah could not appear until Jews existed
in all lands of the earth. In 1644 he came into contact with Antonio de

Montesino, who claimed that the ten tribes had been discovered in the

North Amerlcan Indians and England was the only country from which Jews

gerg excludeds If England admitted them the Messianic Age might be ex-
8ctod,

& Warden of the Jewlsh Communities at Amsterdam and London in the 17th
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and merchents of England. The lawyers declared that there was nothing
égainst thé Jowa residing in England, buv both the preachers and mer-
chants were opposed to resettlemenﬁ_and Cromwell stopped the discussion
in ofder to prevent adverse declglon.

Rarly in the year 1656 the question came to s practical issue,
Due to the declaration of war agsinst Spsin, resulting in the arrest of
Antonio Rodfiques Robles, the Maranag of Tngland were forced to avow
thely Judaism ags a means of avoiding arresgt as Spanlards, and the con-

fiscation of their goodse As & final result Cromwell sppears to have

given informel permigsgion to the Jews to reside and trade in England on

:condition'that they did not obtrude their worship on public notice, and

that they refrained from making proselytes.

Thig permisgion, I would not say, meant much for it did not rep-
resent 1n the first place, equality for the Jew, and séoondly iﬁ did not
reflect thé fpelings of the people« The entire matter was too concealed,
it was not an 6pen thing. As Joseph Jacobs says, 1t was a "gomewhat
surreptitious method of solving the Jewish question“el We can not say
that this apparent lenlency toward the Jew was & boon for the study of
Jowish literature by Christisns. In general, I do not think that the
study of Jewish'literatur@ depends upon the condition of the Jew, nor the
attitude of the world to the Jew. Cromwell was by no meaﬁs a patron Qf
Jewish literature and culture.a He was selflsh. He felt that the read-
century: bornrln one of the principal cities of Andalusia (Spain)
¢f JE IV P. 641. - '

1 cef JE Vol V. p.168-9. |

2 Even if Cromwell were a patron of Jewish literature, he could not in
any way have influenced Lightfoot. Flacing Cromwell's dealings with Jews
at about 1660, this would only meke fifteen years before the greal Eng-
lish Hebraist's death. But Lightfoot's study ahd knowledge of Rebbinics

Were made and acquired long before this, in fact, at a time when the
8eling toward the Jews - if there were any Jews there then - was not any




'i‘mission of the Jews into England would ald his commercial enterprises,
5'50 likewlse Charles II upon his}return avoided taking any action on the -
; petition 6f the merchants of London asking him to revoke Cromwell's con-
'i‘cassion, hecause he had been agslgted by several Jews of royalist aym-
8 pathies, asg Mendes da Costa and Aﬂgustive Coronel - Chacon, during hig
exlile. Evén thé Puriteans were friendly to the Jews, becsuse they saw
through them & realization of some of their hopes and dresms. S0 granted
| that the Puritans did have sympathy for the Jews, and that some of them
gtudied Jewish literature, we can not say that & man like Lightfoot was
induced to-étudy the Talmud and other Rabbinic literature by virtue of
the fact thaet he breathed Puriten air.

Phat the Puritans were friendly to the Jews is evidents Why, re-
mains to be seen, or answered. Graétzl, in speaking of the Puritans,
says: "Like the Maccabees of old, the Puritana fought sword in hand, and
preise of God in their mouth"s But not out of the New Testament could
the Roundheads® derive ingpiration and warlike courage. The Christian
Bible, with its monkish figures, its exorcists, its praying brethren and
pietistic saints, éupplied no models for warriors contending with a faithe
less king, a fake aristocracy and unholy priests. In other words, only
the heroes of the 01d Testament, the Jew's Book, could éerVe 88 models and
prototypes for the Purltans. Cromwell himself, compared himself to Gld-

eon and Judas Maccabeuss

o0 goods. ef Chapter III, pages 26-27
1 vide Vole Ve Pe £6e
2 In the reign of Cherles I, and later, a Puriten, or member of the Parlia-

mentary party, who wore hig hair cut short, so called in derision by the
Cavaliers, who usually wore ringlets.
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Among the Puritansg, therefore, were many admirers of the Jews.
?The exigtence of & peaple in qute of persecution was a mervel to them.

?mpey wanted to mee Jews in England. Cromwell is gaid to have said: "Great

is my gympathy with this poor people, whom God chose, and to whom He gave

Z‘Hls 1aw, it rejects Jesus, because it does not racognize him as the
Messiaho“l cromwell dresmed of & reconciliation between the 01d and New
regtaments, of intimate connection between the Jewlsh p60ple of God and
j English Puritan theoeracy. To some Puritans the New Testament wag of
1little, or no importance.ﬁ Holmes, the great Puriten preacher, 1t is told
ug, wanted to becoma the gervent of Israa#@nﬁ gerve him with bended knee.
One author propose& the seventh day (Shabos) as the official day of rest.z
Some wished the Thorakh to be declared by the English Government as the code
of England. | | |
Hebrew baceme & favorite study with Puritan minlsters, who dwelt
§ much upon the Messisnle hopes and. promises of the Seriptures and Rabbinie
workg. "Puritans and Sectarians began to take the gréatest inﬁerast in
Jewlah Méssianio-affairs Jjust before King Charles I (1600-1649) was ex-
| ecuted, for most of them were looking forward to some new reformed Common-
wealth, some new communion of saints, some republic, some peaceful Kingdom
of Truth and Justioe, and they connected the regtoration of Israel scrip-

turelly with its edvenmt."

lof ¢ Vv, 26-28

2 80 abeorbed were they in the 0ld Testamen‘t that to them the teachings
of the New Teghament were of no consequence.

3 This occurred in 1619 and was condemned by Parliasment.

4 NS Vol. I Pe 40
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It seemyg at the very outset that Puritan sympathy for the Jews

1T5was selfish. It would also seem that their friendliness for the hither-
 to despiged and persecuted race'in Englend wag dus to the fact that their
" peliefs, espgéially their Messianic ideas, told them that they could bet-
vter hope for their consu%?%icn by enlistihg the services and support of
§ the Jews. Tek us look to the facta!

Sadler (1615-1674) Town Clerk of London and friend of Cromwell,
was favorable 40 the Jews becaugse the idea preﬁailed that the Jews had

- first to be dlgpersed throughout the world before the Lord would return
to set up his Millenisl King&om»l
Isasce de Lo Paydsre (1594-1676) of Bordesuz in his book "Du
‘Rappel des Loi%s" damaﬁds the restoration of Isreallto the Holy Lend in
en unconverted state, in the belief that the restoration will 1eéa to the
final triumph of Christianity.l

Thomag Fullexr (1608-1661), Piebendary of Salisbury, delivered

_ Sermons in which he argued tha@ the Jewish nation wag fulfilling an imé
poftant office in the world and was an instrument of goodaz

Whoever reads the Puritan literature of that epoch will note that
the view was held by many that the Israelitlish race would eventually be
'broughu back to its own land. But to this was added the belief that Jews
would return in & converted, i.e. Christian stateoz Thig perhaps aceounts
for Puritan sympathy snd friendlinesa. They thought that Jews would make
Splendid material - godd, Puritan Christisnsg. Hence it is not strange
that & man like Thomas Draxe ( ~1618), & great theologlan, in his book,

1 NS. Volas T ps40e
& NS Vols I chepe VIII. pe 5o




ﬁThe Worlde's Regurrection” (London 1608), shoulﬁ demonatrate that "all
the practical promigsed, guch ag the land of Censan, & cortain form of
government waere proper o the Jews and that we (Christlans) muest there-
fore acknowledge ourselves debtors unto the Jews, and deeply engaged

wnto them. We mugt be so far off from rendering or raturn evil for good."

| Nor 1is it unusual that ot the meeting of the Committee for the PrOp%éatlon
of the Gospal, which met in 1644, to congider certain proposals of some
twenty leading divine, included the question of the rights of Jews, and ..
also, & comment signed R.W. read: “i humbly conceive it to be the duty of
the civil magistrate to break down that superstitious wall of separation
between us Gentlles and the Jews, snd freely make way for their free and
peaceable habltation among st ug." 1 The good will of the Puritans none

can doubt, yet their motives were aotuated by selfish des:res to see the
conéu%%tion of their ldeas and hopes.

It 1is indead very hard to believe that the attitude of the Puritans
induced John Lightfoot to study Hebrew. In the first place, no mention of
Lightfoot .and his relation to the Puritans, is made, either by his own
blographers or in his own worksez-;I ém sure that had he bheen influenced
by the %gritanq he would have mentioned gomething in his dedications in
the Horal Besides, Lightfoot was & Pregbyterian. It 1is unwise for us
to branch off into a discugsion of the differences between Puritena and
Presbyterians. Suffice it to say that they were not the same thingslL

The Puritans as a body may have been tolerant, and yet in its split-up

1 eited in KS‘

2 Oliver Cromwell was himgelf a member Of this Committee.
? vide chapber ITI - page 23  end chap. IV.

4‘ vide Morley P 129, etcs
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- into bodies, soOme remaining withﬁ%he egtablished church, others split-
§ ting up into two bodiesg, the Presbyterians and Brownists, we can not 1n

i general sgay that all Puritens were tolerant. Morley speaks of the in-

© tolerance of the Preéby?eriana.l

‘Whaf part the Reformation played in Lightfoot's study of Hebrew

. 1ig open to. doubt and discussiono In the Cambridge History of English
Literature we find that "Latin, Greek end Hebrew hed been the aim of
protegtant workers in education, not only for providing entagonists
capeble of meeting Cathollc opponents in disputation - ofally and in
books, but also, for coming 'nearer’ to the primitive times of the
Christian Era'.? So for the Authorized Version of the 0ld Tegtament (With
the Apocryphé) thirty-two Hebrew scholars were chosen, (inoluding Bishop
Lencelot Andfewes, Adrian Saravia,Lively, for thirty years regiys pro-
fesgor of Hebrew at Cambridge). The avidity with which scholars, as a
regult of the Reformation, studied Hebrew will be shown in the next chap-
ter. It con be clearly seen that Protestantism - with its insistence on
the Bible‘onlyw gave the great impetus to the study of Hebrew and other
Oriental tqngues, slthough this great movement was in a way anticipated
by the rationalism of the Renaissance,5 and as Morley puts'it:4 "It was
from the rising splrit of rationalism, and neither from the liberal
Anglicans like Taylor, nor from liberal Puritans like.Cromwell and Milton
‘that the central stream of toleration flowed with gtrength enough in time

to mitigate law and pervade the national mind".

1Vide pege 24748, oto.

& Vide, Vol. VIT Page 317 sqg

% Cyolopedis of Education Vol. 4 page 563
4 Vide page 414




Cromwell's quasi-lenience came t00 late in Lightfoot's 1life to

influence hime Puritan thought could not have induced him to atudy the

wonderful 1iterature of o despised peoples Then we must look to the

Reformation as respongible indirsctly for Lightfoot's desire to know the

~ancient 1anguage.1
Whether Lightfoot had ulterior motives in the study of Rabbinic
Lore remains to be showne I do not like to anticipate, since it is my
aim to take up this matter in a later chapter. Undoubtedly to my mind;
the rising‘tide of Humanism - which encouraged the study of the sources
of Latin,’Greek and Hebrew, gwept Lightfoot along, and he was therefore
encoursgad to study Hebrew. What the results of his studies were,
whether his knowledge of Hebrew was merely used to aid his study of the
New Testamenﬁ, or whether he studied Rabbinic Literature so as to be in
a position to better attaék the rabbis, or Judaism in general, will be
the problem we mugt solve in this thesis.
From the contents of this Chapter we have learned that Hebrew was
gtudied by Christian Schblarss In the following chapter we ghall try

to briefly sketch the history and development of that study.

1 To Sir Rowland ‘Cotton's influence we must place the direct cause of

BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THIS CHAPIER

Jewish Encyclopedia vol. V, p. 168-169
. Graetz, History of the Jews, Vol. V.
Sokolaw, History of Zionism

Morley, Oliver Cromwell

fonroe, Cyclopedia of Education.
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The Study of Hobrew encouraged by the early Pathers of Christian

- Church. Knowledge of Hebrew suffored decline as the geparation between

' ochurch and synagogue widened. geholagbics and translation of Jewish

" piterature. The Reformation brought a revivel of the Study of Hebrew.

d . .icnlin, savocate of the Study of Hebrew. Christian scholars sit at

 5feet of Jewish teachers. The gaventeenth century sees the apogee of the

gtudy of Hebrew. Buxtorf, the Tather of Rebbinic Study by Christiang.

‘England, end the Christian Hebralsts. Study of Hebrew after the seven-

teenth centurye

The study of Hebrew by Chrigtian Scholarg forms an interesting

“-chapter in the intellectual history of the World. What the motives

behind this study are, depend, in the main, upon the development, growth

"~ apd vice versa, the allaviation and lessening of hatred snd persecution

- of the Jewe. Bernard T.azare in his book on Anti Semetisml would make it

appear that the study of Hebrew by Chrigtians is a certain form of Anti- — I

‘Semetisme. While it must be admitted that in certain cases Hebrew was

. .8tudied for purpose'of‘disputation and apologetics, Lazare's sweeping

statement ‘cannot be applied to Lightfoot until we get the facts. Let us

then approach our{subject unbiasedly snd with a view of getting the

facts, so that we may venture an interpretation.

Of the study of Hobrew during the days of the early Church

Fathers we know very Littles Undoubtedly they saw the need of under-

standing the idea of the Mother gynagogue and got the knowledge of Hebrew

traditions from thelr Jewish tGﬁChOTSoz A comparative study of the

{

*

1 vige Chape IV pages 45-4b.

2 The tescher of Jerome, for instance was Bar Heninae
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.exegesig of Justin Martyw, Ephrasem Syrus and Jrigen would reveal both an

preclatLOH of and an acqualntance with Jewlsh tradltlona¥

aP
The 1nterest in Jewlsh Titerature grew less and less as the sepa-

gation betwsen Church and Synagog grew widers The reason for this, to me,

does not seem obvious. Of course, the natural thing to imagine is that,
aslong a8 the chasm between church and synagog were bridged - artif101d1~
B1y or otherwige, there would be constant intercourse between spiritual

!leaderS'of bothe But on the other hand, ig it not just as easy to 1mag1ne

that when the gap wldened, oypen antagonlism would ensue and that the study

i of Hebrew for polemical and sntagonistic purposes would continue? But

-

ilﬁstory is silent in this regard.

There was. some activity slong the line of Hebraics: in Gngland at ~—

this time, but we ghall speak of this later in the present chaplter.
During the period of Secholasticism the knowledge of Joewish Liter-

B oture came to the Scholastics through the medium of translations onlye

The works of Albertus Magnus 2 gvidence this fact. The "Magister Andreas,

Netione Anglus" m@ntloned by Roger Bacon and identified by S.R. H‘irsch5
must have been able to read .—

with an Augustﬁgn monk who lived about 1150,
4

the Bible in the original Hebrews. Bacon knew Hebrew tolerably.

tion brought abﬂut o refturn to the orlginal text of the Bible and an at -

tempt wag alco made t0 understand the later literature of the Jews. Her-

onymusg Bucliddus, a friend of Frasmus, gave Over 20,000 francs to estab-

1 vide JE Vo. VI pe«300

% Albertus Megnus (1200-1280% a medieval philosopher and theologian;

founder of Scholasbticisme
cf, J Q R XIT Page 44.

|

i

!

|

|

|

z

!

|

|

i

|

| |

| At the ond of -the fifteenth century, the Renaissance and Reforma-
l .
|

F

|

: 4 vide chap. T Pagesg (7-/8

|
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francis called the chair of Hebrew at

;iish g Hebrew chalr at Touvain.®
4he University of Paris, Elijah LGVit&wz cardinal Grémeni and others
studiea'ﬁebrew and Cabals with Hebrew teachers. Even the wa}rior, Giigid o

:: pengoni attempted the Hebrew language with the aid of Jacob Mantino. (1526)

Tt is interesting to note that Christian Scholarsg at this time were

not ashamed to sit at the feet of Jewish teachers. There does not seem tO

' pe that independence of Jewish teachers that, perhaps, was the case with

inal

Lightfootonghe gcholars needed Jewish guides. Flijah Tevite had Cerd
. . N

Egidio de Viterbo and George de Selve, Bishop of Lavour, as diclples,

and many other casges can be citede.
The interest in the study of Hebrew by Christian was profitable

for printersjahd hook sellers, for the need of books ad text books and

for reading purposes, naturally led to more printing and selling.

Pico de la Mérandola ( = - 1494) was the first to collect Hebrew

manuscripts and Remchlin"‘(1455~1522) wsg Lthe first to write a modern
grammar. '
Reuchlin was on advocate of the study of Hebrew. It was through

his efforfs that the study of that langueage made such progress. Says

1l ef J8 VI P. 300
2 Elijah Levita: Grammarian, Mgsqgiﬁe and poet; born at NéNstadt, neaxr

Nuremberg, in 1468; died at Venice Dec. 1549; wrote "3Swfer ha Bahwh"
Rome 1518, a grammatical treatisei'"Magsoret ha Massoret" Venice 1b3¢, a
a magsoretic work: "Sefer Tub Ta'am" Venice 15%8, a trestise on the lawa
of accents, etce It is _intercating to note that Lefta maintained that
the vowel 'Bigns wgs of late origin. »L

‘ 375
% vide Chap. III Page 2b-47

4 of G. V pages 471-474.




\ﬂirsch} "1t was not before the end of the fifteenth century that the

\éelf denial and dogged perseverance of Johann Reychlin secured a firm
‘&ootinglfor the study of Hebrew in Christian Europe ----." Born at |
ffforzheim in the Black Foreat, he studied Latin, entered FreibﬁrgzUniu
.Qersity in 1420 and took his Masters degree at Basel in 1477. While
:@mpioyed on an embassy to the. Emperor Frederick at Leqﬁg, he began to —
8 road Hebrew;with the Emperor's physician, Jacob ben 5;h161 Loanss For
;nwny years Rexchlin became increasingly absorbed in Hebrew studies, which

: hgd_for him more tham a mere philological intereste As a scholar he was

’ eégar that the Bible should be better knownand he did not want to tie hime
Y coif to the suthority of the Valgate.?

| ,Unfortunatelj; many of Reuwchlin's contemporaries thought that the
‘first gtep to the.c@nversion of the Jews was to take thelr books from
‘\them.z The chief advocate of this view was Johann Pfeffexkorn (1469-.

N 1521)°. | | |
Pfefferkorn was backed by the Dominicans of Cologne and s0, in 1509,
he was able to secure from the emperor the authority to confiscate all
ngish books directed againat the Christian faithe. Pfefferkorn tried to
enligt Renchlin{s support, but the latter evaded him. Finally Emperor
_Maximilian summoned Rewchliin in 1510 to give his opinion on the éuppression
of Hebrew books. Rebehlin showed that those books openly ingulting Chrise
?ianity'were few, and even desplsed by the Jews themgelves. He proposed
that the emperor shotld decaee that for ten years there be two Hebrew

chairg at every German University, for which the Jews should furnish

f bookg, 4

1J QR XIT p.35
B Yide Britannica XXIII P. 205
S It is gtrange that this bigot was himself a baptized Jews

& For .
_ further activity of. Repchlin of Britannica XXIII page 205-6
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we Tind that all interest in He-

During the fifteenth century,

¢ studies centered around the Bible. In the following century it was

Retchlin's work was kept up by Se-

ﬂgbrew grammer and Jewish Exegegig.

] |
- 1552), also a Hebrew grammarian.

® stian Minster ( Pellicanus ( -

- 1549) became known as & printer

:3556) we.s & lexieographer. Bomberg (
Arins

%o HebreW’books. Justiniaﬁ‘had Kimchfa'l grammer printed in 1520,

gontanus ( -1598) edited t he Mﬁ&%rah and Benjemin of Tudelas Pravels.

'In my bumble opinion, the qeventeenth cenmtury marks the apogee of

Biebrow loarning by Christian scholars, because it wag during this time

Binet the study .of rebbinice developede The elder Buxtorf of Basle marks

B0 turning point in the study of Jewish litersture by Christians.®

Johannes Buxtorf, the principal'founder of rabbinic gtudy among

Christisn seholars, was born December 25, 1564 at Kemen, Westphalis, and

iled September 13, 1629 at Basel. 'Ho studied at Msrburg and Herborn,

where Johanm Piscator persuaded him to study Hebrew. He continued his

studies st Basel in 1584. In August 16590 he was graduated as doctor of

philosophy and in 1591 was appointed professor of Hebrew at the Univer-

sity of Bagel, which position he held until the time of his death. Buxe

topf, in order to obtain a thorough knowledge of the Bible studied the

Masorah, the Talmud and Tergume He was undoubtedly influenced by the

philogical impetus in Holland, which led to the study of Latin, Greek and

Hebrew and their 1iteratures.4 Hebrew, the language of religion, enjoyed

% special preference and whoever understood it, as well as the other two

Narbone 1160, died there

1 David Kimchi (@¥%9): French grammarian, born
a comprehengive expogltion

%%550 His most important worl is his Miklol,
O Hebrew grammar.

i? 2. of JE VI p 300 sq.

i °f JE VI p 51
1 -'_‘Tide ¢ V pages 18 -~ 50
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fongues, was'sura of distinction. Thus we hear of Joseph Scali#ger,

§ the Oracle of Dutch end Protestant theology, who gave to Rabbinical

:literature a place in the republic of letters begide the Hebrew lan-

guage, and even treated the Talmud with & certain amount of regpecte

B 1is Duteh, French and English diciples followed his example. Above him
towers’Buxtdffg '
The pirgt of Buxtorf's most noteworthy works was his great Rab-

Yhe Masorsh and various

pinical Bible; containing the Hebrew text,
)91 togeth-

commentaries, published in two folio volumes (Basel, 1618-19

er with a supplement entitled "Tiberiag, Commentaries Maaorat@eeua“

(1620). As & Texicographer, his "Lexicon Hebraicum et Chaldaicum" pub-

lished in various editions at Basel (16156-1736) Amsterdam (1645), etce
s polemical zeal against Judaism, the ultimate

is seen in his “Synagﬁgmy

ig noteworthy. Buxtorf'

goal of which was the conversion of the Jews,

Judaica’, which was condemned by his contemporaries for its melicious

character and numezrous intentional distortions of factge.

Through Buxtorf's influence serious attempts were made to

understand post-biblical literature, and many of the most important

works were translated into Latin.
tion may be mentioned the names of Coccejus {

In thig connec -

1667): T Empereur ( - 1648), and Leusden ( - 1699)o3_ Surenhius

- (1698) made & complete translaﬁion of the Mishnah. Jewish theology was

1 Welton on bage 1 gives incorrect date.

2 vide preface page IX




16

A S

f studied by Carpuzov ( =-1699) b It wés at this time that Christian
;ﬁheOIOgians studied Hebrew and rabbinics before teking up their specif-
;ic theological studies. Hackspan ( -1659) wrote upon the value to the
“theologian of studying the works of the rabbis. John Lightfoot, the.

N Enelish Hebraist, a product of this period, showed the necessity of

' knowing Rabbinic Lore in ordex to correctly interpret and understand

the Wew Tegtamente

So it was England that produced this great and distinguished

g Hebraist. One might gay that Lightfoot studied Hebrew bécause the study

;Vof that language was encouraged particularly in England. Let us then _

briefly trace the history of Hebraic learning by English Chrisfiéns. Ac=

;,curding to Hifsch,? "It was long after the knowledge of that language,
(Hebrew) and its‘iiterature, together with the'study of tha other Seﬁ%€~
ic languages which follqwed in it9 train - had made considerable hesadway
on the continent, that this branch of learning was taken in hand in

‘ England". In other words, Lightfoot did not study Hebrew because of
English tradition. Hebrew in the early days was taught in a haphazard

Wayoé We may safely say that before the time of Bacon in the 13th centu-
1y, there was little Hebrew taught or studied in England. Welton* would

1 The Carpzov family had two great Hebrew Scholars, John ssé Benedict,
who tranglated some rabbinicel works snd John Gottlob ( =~ 1761) Super~
intendent at Lubeck, the celebrated author of the "Introduction™ and of
the "Critica Sacra's

& J QR XII’p.55. Hirsch's article on the"Farly English Hebraistg" is
Worthy of gerlous gtudye ,

3 Hirseh hpeaks of a certain popular novel, '"Charles O'Mally"™ by Charles
LGVer which shows thigss The following is an excerpbt of the book:
"Belson ventured upon some strange excursions into the Hebrew
verb - the Profegsor himself never hav:ng transgressed beyond
the declensions ~ and the consequence is he is a disgrace among
the seniorg.”

4 Welton page 2.
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pave it that during the space of five hundred years (vefore Bacon),

obrew study received some attention in the islande. He thinks that by

sh teachers who came from the Bast into England during the

%Ehe aid of Jewl
That the

isgxon period, certain scholars bocame acquainted with Hebrew.

venerable Bede (673 - 735) was well ekilled therein, 1s open 50 doubt,

despite Welt@n g statement and that of Hody in his De B]bllofumTOXtibuS
w(lTOﬁ) . Steinschneider3 stly gays that the Expositio Nomynum found

gmong Bede's ﬁorks, pfoveS’as 1ittle as any other dictionary of namesg, a

direct knowledgé of Hebrews.

n, who was born in 735, must have known SOme Hebrew, although

Alcui

| 3
= hlS works show little trace of it. The disturbed state of Fngland durlng

‘the incuraions of the Danes and the banishment of the Jewsa by Canute, prove

gtrous to the study of Hebrew by Christians for many yearsSe During

I, the study revived with the re-introduction of the

od disa

the reign of William

Jews into England. During the reign of Williém IT Jews were permitted to

open & school at Oxford, which was attanded by'manyAChristians.4

It was Roger Bacon in the twelfth century who did much to revive

and encouraga the study of Hebrew in England. Born about the year 1210,

he first devoted himself at Oxford to the study of grammar and logic. His

Interest in philology led him to the .study of languages. Toremost. in his

. mind were two groups of languages, Latin and Hebrew. It is natural that

he turned to Latin'first9 How he turned to Hebrew 1s complex in nature.

lef J QR XIT ped7s

2 quoted Aﬁ/ibia.

g His remark on Genesgls XXV:8 that the word ngeficiens" was not in the
ebrew text, but was added by the seventy interpreters, does not prove any

direct knowledge of Hebrews cf JQR XII page 40

2 4 ¢f Welton page 3
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jike Renchlin; Hebrew to Bacon was the language of revelation. To him,
‘;150, the origin of all wisdom and knowledge must be sought in the He-
prew writinga.
Renchlin and Bacon believed in a spiritual and occult meaning of every
word, of evefy letter, of the Hebrew Bible,l and this acted on both as a

gbimulus to explore the unknown regions of Hebrew lore, and to establish

| ‘the original divinely inspired text of the Bible.

‘ - What the extent of Bacon's Hebrew knowledge was, is very hard to
- tell. nHirscﬁ says? "But the little we do possess bears ample testimony
that Bacon had sufficlent knowledge of Habréw~£o gatisfy his own demands
of a third rate, or even a second rate, Hebrew scholar. He clearly under-
stends what he isg aboul when explaining derivations of wbrds from the He-

brew, or exposing blunders made by other scholars, and he spesks with un-

doubted suthority and knowledge of the subject."

The expulsion of the Jews in 1290 meant the sale of Hebrew manu-

scriptse Many of these fell into the hands of Gregory Huntington, who

became well acquainted through them with rabbinie literature. The monks,

Robert Dodford and Lawrence Holbeck, followed in his traine The advances

which were made in the gtudy of Hebrew met with great opposition at the
hafidg of such men as Cheke? and Erasmus? who is quoted as having said "I

’ /)
fear that the study of Hebrew will promote Judaism."”

1 Lightfoot, himself, believed with them in the divine inspiration of
Seriptures. vide chaps. IV pages 44-4§" .

% ibid page 76

% Sir John Cheke (1514-1557) weg born of good family at Cambridge and was
~ Sducated at St. John's College. His lesrning gained him the position of
King's gcholar and in 1540 he was chosgn to f£ill the chair of Greek then

Instituted by Henry VIII. of Britannica V 457, N
“Desidermus Erasmus (1462-1536); scholar and philosopher;l511 "Encomium

'gf his time; 1524. His"Colloqua" Pre-eminent as a restorer of classical
Sarning. ¢f Johnson's Cyclopedis Vol. III page 184.

1 9 Quoteg by Welton page 4.

Ho distrusted translations like Jerome. and Remchline Both _

Horlae", Bstablished reputation as most eminemt scholar and wittiest writex
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Henry VIIT issued am order which led to the egtablishment in 1530

é of a Hebrew Professorship in Oxford - the first in England. Robert

:é'Wakefield, former professor of Hebrew at the University of Cambridge, was

called to fill that position.

| The Reformation left its good effects upon England also, and the
result wag that Hebrew studies broadened in scope. It is interesting to
note that eveﬁ ladieg were beginﬁing to study the Hebrew language. The
youngest daugﬂter of Sir Anthony €Cook was distinguished for her Hebrew
scholaiship. . Lady Jane Grey is said to have known Hebrew.1 Graetzz
speaks of a certain Anna Meria Schurman of Utreeht, who corresponded in

Hebrew with Scholars, and also with an English lady, Dorothea Moore.

We find an. impetus to Hebrew learning in England given by Queen
Elizabeth, who in general was a paﬁronesa of'learning. Welton tells ng®

“that "begides the ingtruction given by the regius prefessor of Hebrew,

the Proveost of King's College ordered a Hebrew lecture to be read in tThe

'chapel of the college and in his own private home." Quite an interesting

foct for & "Jew-lesg" (?) Hngland. This merely goes to show what in-

fluénce the Renaigsance and Reformation had upoﬁ learning and gcholarshipe
| During the reign of James I, the study of the ancient Holy Tongue

continuedes Jamga in making his Authorized Version of the Bible was for-

tunate in being able to secure the services of good Hebraists. Among his

twenty-five translators, six were professors, Or formér profegsors at Ox=
| ford or Cambridge.

| A was the cage with Conbinentel Europe, the seventeenth century

in Englend was the time of the acme of Hebrew learning. Whether caus-

84 by the Puritan movememt; which to my mind was a great factor in

stimulating Hebrew Learning, or whether it was merely a continuation of

L of Welton page 6

g'vide Vol. V chap. II
Vide page 7
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i ?‘the spirit of the Reformetion matters little. The seventeenth century
| in England saw the work46f men like ?oeoekel, selden, Weher, Castell

| Walton, and towering above them all - John Lighbfobt, vreer of FEnglish

Hebraigts.

Hehrew Lesrning by Christian Scholarg did not cease with Light-
foot. and the seventeenth century. The eighteenth saw the work of Basg-
'nagaz ( =~ 1725), who, although he knew no Hebrew, nevertheless in his ' }ﬂ;

- "L'Histoire, de la Religion des Juifs", a first attempt at a complete e

jﬁresentétiop of this gubject is made. It likewise witnessed the well W
known "Entdeck os Juden.thun'of Eisenmemger (1654-1704), which although il
anti—Jewish,»heverthelesa exhibits a massg of Hebrew learning.5 ind last, ﬂQ
but not least, it preduced Johenn Christiam Wolf, ( - 1739) who with

the help of thé Oppenheimer Library wrote his well known Bibliothecs |

Hebraea, which laid the foundation for all later works in Hebrew Bibli-

ographys

The state of Hebrew scholarship in the nineteenth and twentieth

centuriesg is of a complex nature. It may be characterized in general, Ll
'aéVéhe gtudy of other Seﬂg%ic languages and of Biblical criticism. There
geemed to be a downward tremsd in the first half of the nineteenth cen-

tury, as Jewish Literature becams less and less a gub ject of investigag- it

- 1 Pococke (1604-1691) was lecturer of Arabic in Oxford University in
1636+ His knowledge of languages was extensive. In 1649 he published
his gpecimen Bistorical Arabum; in 165% his Porta Migis. As Chaplain
of the English merchants in Aleppe, he was able to study Hebrew and
Arabic from learned Jews and Arsbians.

Bt e

known ag a good prcacher and a prolific writer. His "L'Histoire de la
Religion des JAufs (Rotterdam, 1706, Enge translation, 1708) is noted
for ity great scientifie value. cf. Britannice III page 484.

|
\
|
|
& Jacques Basnage (1653-1723) was s Prench Protestant divine, well f,‘
l
\
|

3 Esgenmenger studied rabbinical literature for nineteen yeoars, assist-
84 by Jews, first in Heidelberg and Frankfort on the Main. cfe art. by
Deu%?h in JE Vol. page 80. ’ i
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?ﬁlon by Chrigtlans, and it seems only to have been studied for purposes

}rjgf nforging weapons against the people whose literature it was. nt Thig

can be seen in the works of Hartmann,z'Hltzig and Hwald.

Yot we can not overlook the work of men like Gesenius (1786~

]842)5; of Abbe;-Bﬁgﬁxn Perrean,'who wrote many articles on the litera- 7
ture of thejJews‘in the middle ages; of August Wﬂﬁ}he, who enlarged the
work beguu by Lightfoot'4 aGu%tavDalmén whose philological works on
relmmdic grammar show a sound knowledge of rabblnlc writings, end count-
1eg9 other Christian scholars who have done creditable work in the line

of Hebrew scholarship.

But we have dlgressed beyond John Lightfoot and we must return to
tho seventeenth century that we may spend the rest of our time in study -

ing the life and work of this great English scholar. Whether Lightfoot

wags a student of rabbinic lore much because he loved to study the 11ter~

ature of the ancient people of the book, or because he felt that he could

better understand his own people's viterature and religion through the

gtudy of the 1iterature of the rabbis like Bacon and Reuchlin, or because
he felt, like Buxtorf and Eisenmenger, that he conld better attack the
teachings of Judaism by kn0w1ng the Talmud, Or because the spirit of the
Reformetion, the spirit of 1nqu1ry -~ which was the 1nd1rect cause of his

.first study of the subject, persuaded and emcouraged him to continue his

studies, to ascertsin that shall be the problem we mugt solve in the de-

!

- Velopment of this thesgis.

lef J8 VI p. 301
2 ibid of "Thesaurus Linguae Hebr. e Mischna Augende® (1875- )

% Wrote his famousg "Hand Woder buch" in two volumes 1810-12, and other
oxicographical and grammdtlcul workse. cf JL V p. 643

4 of hig "Erlautemng Jer Evangelienaus Medrasch und Talwud™.
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The early life of John Lightfoot. His parents. His education.

'ﬁcouraged to gtudy Hebrew by Sir Rowland Cotton. Where did Cotton learn

biebreW? Lightfoot 's perseverance aud diligence in the study of Hebrew.

Biis later activities. His death. Lightfoot's disposition and physical ap-

garances His family. His works: (1) Those which he wrote himself. (2)

fi=]

;Ammse in which he was co=-guthore The verions editions and collections of

;'Mﬁ‘WOTKSc Were his hooks read?

As T stated in the preface of this thesis, I found plenty of Bio-

B, ophic material on Iightfoot. Pitmen, in the first volume of the collect-,

od works of John Lightfoot,}and Strype in his memorials, have furnished

plenty of biographio'material from which many have drawn information. 50,

in this respect, there iS/Ggﬂgggfg\ggmﬁeartqﬁ

We have‘thus far in this thesis acquainted ourselves with the

| historic setting of the time of John Lightfoot. We have learned that Pur-

itan influence led to the study of Hebrew, for selfish reasons, of coursge;

we have seen that the quasi-lenience of Oliver Cromwell toward the Jew; as

B woll as that of most Puritans, was likewise self-centered. We have noted

that these Pro-Jewish outbursts did not represent the feelings of all of

England. We havae further seen. that John Lightfoot, Christian divine and

Hebraist, was not induced to study Hebrew through the influence of the

Puritean movement ; that he rather breathed the gpirit of humanism, the spir-

it of inquiry, which prompted and aroused by his patron, Sir. Rowland Cotton,
induced him to delve into the mysterious end strange labyrinths of Rab-

binie Lore. TFor what purposes hecontinued ond widened the scope of his

R&bbinic studies, and in what ways he made use of his Talmudic learning,

1 John R . .
v01umes‘°gers Pitman in 182

% edited Lightfoot's complete works in thirteen




@9 ghall endeavor to agcertain in the course of our research. Let us

;ow turn to the life amnd works of the man. |

| John Lightfoot, seeond'son of Thomas Lightfoot and Elizabeth
éagnall, wes born at the rectory house of Stoke-upon-Trent, in Staffords
 shire, on March 29th, 1602+ His father at the time waglc%?ate of Stoke,

: and in the year\16§ﬁ;bécame rector of Utoxeter, whie%;giﬁield until his ;\
: jeath on July 21, 1658 ‘His mother came from a well known family which
resided at New tastle ~under~Lynne, and lived to~the age of seventy-one,
(Jan'y 24, 1656-7)1 Hig first schooling was received at the gchool of

o cortain Mr. Whitehead, which was gituated at Morton Green, near Con-

gleton, Cheshire. In 1617, at the age of fifteen, he entered Christ's

tollege, Cambridge, where he became the diciple of Doctor William Chap-
pel.2 At Chriét‘s College, Lightfoot distinguished himself in the

classical sohooi; especially in Latin and Greek.ﬁ He was also congider=

od the "begt orator" among the undergraduateso4

| After receiving his Bachelor's degrae,‘he spent the next
'two years as assistant Master at & school in Repton, Derbyshire, con-
duet§d by his former teacher, Mr. Whitehead. He then took orders end
was appointed curate at Worton-under~Hales, Shorpshire. It was here, as

i Montague Hawtrey says5r“that he @?ﬁ that aéquaintance with Hebrew which

ripened into the most familiar and consummate knowledge of the whole
range of Biblical and Rabbinical 1iterature." Here he met Sir Rowland

Cotton of Bellaport, who became 8O fond of Lightfoot, that he appointed

him his domestiec chaplain. But more importent, Sir Rowland induced the

1 et DHB Page 229

%a%r' Chappél later became Master of Trinity College, Dublin, and still
oT became bishop of Cork. cfa. Welton page 12,

§<5 He does not seem to have studied any Hebrew here.

15%’2§,§€ittanica XVI page 626
1 Xitto Vole.II page 833
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Cotton; as Welton notes, "was a perfect

wg ocurate to study Hebrew.

gter of theAHebTGW'language,“l and through him, the gpirit of the Re-

rmation, the gpirit of Inquiry, arouged Lightfoot to a realization of

o Tact that, without & knowledge of the original, Holy Seriptures ig a
ﬁﬁzzle.
‘ The question now arises: where did Sir Rowland leoarn Hebrew?

;Twelton gives us some evidence.2 Speaking of his ﬁatron, Lightfoot 1is

E:éaid to have- said:"With much care, tenderness snd condescension, did he

i;guide and lead on my studies, in the samo Wway that he had himself been

‘choice and incomparable oracle of learning,
one of England“s

vtrained by that Mr. Hugh

‘vBroughton.“ So, Sir Rowland was & disciple of Broughton,

.

':mbst famous -Christian Hebraists.5
‘at any rate he had a good Hebrew teacher

7o what extent Cotton knew Hebrew ig

B indeed questionable; in Broughton,
B and through 3ir Rowland Cotton, "Brotghton" wag given to Lightfoot. AsS
2?ngton sayg: "In a word, Sir Rowland Cotton was the medium through which

B Broughton's prodigious knowledge of Biblicel and Talmudic Hebrew was

éommunicatea to Tightfoot." 4

3A 1 cf Welton page L12.

B 2 ibid page 18.

5 Hugh Broughton (1549-1612) was & noted divine and rabbinical scholaw,
horn st Owlburg end educated by Bernard 6ilpin, who sent him to Cambridge

in 1659. His foundation in Hebrewiss laid by his attendsnce on the lec-
tures of the French Scholar, Antoine Rodolphe Chevalliers. In London he
became noted as a preacher and student. He made many friends, including
the family of the Cottonse In 1588 appeared his "A Concent of Seripture",
in which he - 1ike his pupil, Tight foot, maintained the absolute incor-
ruptness of the text of both tostaments, including the Hebrew points. In |
a later work he maintained that in regard to the s$27 and >'N> that . .-
both of them are of God, and of equal authority."” He hed many disputes |
with rabbis on points of theologye His works were collected by Lightfoot
in 1662 under the strange title: "The Works of the Great Abionean Divine,
axill in Salems and Athens Tongues, and

§enewged in many Nations for Rare
amiliar scquaintance with all Rabbinical Learning, Mr. Hugh Broughton®.:

O£ D § B VI 459-462
4:'°f Welton page 20
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Lightfoot's diligence and perseverance enabled him to master

obrews I doubt whether Cotton taught him so verjlmuehg We hear little
f Cottone He ig eclipsed in every way by his illustrious teacher,
roughton, and by his brilliant disciple, Lightfoot. When Cotton remov-
a to’London Light foot followed him. He could not leave the living -in-
‘,érnation of Broughton; he was too interested in the study of Hebrew and |
;abbinical'lore. For the next couple of years Lightfoot was rector of ~
f%tone Staffcrdshire. In 1628 he removed to Hornsey, Middlesex, because
;fhere he could have easy acoess to the rabbinical library of Sion Col-
‘Vlege. In 1629 appeared the first fruits of his Hebraic studies, entitled
i "Erubhim, OIVMiscellaniea,vChristian and Judaical, penned for recreation
st vacent ﬂours“w He dedicated the work to his patron and teacher, Sir
ﬁﬁquand. Tn September, 1630, Lightfoot was presented by Cotton to thé
”iectory-of Ashl ey, “tafforashireel' Here, as Hawtrey says, "that he might
devote himself more mninterruptedly to his learned labours, he bought &
piece of graund not far from his parsonage, and built upon it a small house
. with a study below, and a sleeping room above, wherse he spent most oflhis
'-time; vigiting his family once a day for a gingle meal to which he re-

stricted himself. Enoﬁgh ovidence of his diligence and perseverance, 18

1t not? : »

A "Milthe agav Orcha" ( R MR AR IN\H ) is to

: inquire ag to how Lightfoot acquired his profound knowledge of fhe Tal-~
:'mua‘ In our study of Christian Hebraists2 we learned that the scholars
;_Obtained their Hebrew knowledge Wery often.from Jewish teachers. It would

be resgonable to guppose that John Tightfoot was no different than most

9f his Hebraic studying confreress Yek from an "grgumentium e silention!,

B ! of Kitto IT page 833

? ® vige chapter II pageit
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;might deduce the opposite. Lightfoot does not mention aught of Jewish
achers, and I feel gure that if he did have Jewish Pedagogues he would
ve let his readers know that facte Yet'assuming the possibility of his
ying had ingtruction from Jews, do the facts in English Jewish history
rant such an assertion? The major part of Lightfoot's 1life was spent
uﬁ"a time when there were ﬁew Jews in Englande. Cromwell's informel per-
ission to0 the Jews came sbout fifteen years before the death of Light -~

| foot - too late to allow Jewisgh teaching to aid Lightfoot, geeing that his
years of study and writing had then reached con%ummation.l
! As Weltom notes, R Lightfoot did not leave Enpland to study, so that
;.Mﬂike meny obher Christian Hebraists, he did not come into contact with

| the great Jewish scholars of Continental Europe.

Lightfoot then owed mueh to Whitehead and Cotton, who g&ve him his
%tundatlon who encouraged hlm,and urged him to study, but more credit
goes to hlmself for his diligence and perseverances It is hardly credur ___
V,lbus to think that a Christiam could study the Talmud, Israel's most dif-
ficult llterature without the aid of Jewish teachers. Study with Jewish
”tteachors was the rule; Lightfoot's case was the exception thereof.

| It is interesting to note, perhaps, that the student Lightfoot was
iobncernea with his country's political condition, for we are told that
vdﬁring the ¢ivil War which raged in England, he took the parliamentary

Sidenz

1 We place the returm (?) of the Jews to Kngland at about 1660; fifteen
B Veers before Lightfoot's death in 1675.

B ¢ of Welton. page 21

§ ° of D H B XXXIII. page 229.
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In June 1642, Lightfoot regigned his ractory at Ashley to his
t:younger borther, Joshld and removed to London. What his motlves were in
'%01np to London is hard to telle Welton 1 would have it that he went
; :ﬁhere in order to "superintemd the publication of his works, which could
f”ﬁot safely be committed to the care of persons less scholarly thean him-
/! @elfo" ‘Perhaps, he felt that his purposes wexe realized. He had, prob-
ifv@bly ieft the big city because he Wantéd quiet for study and contemplation.
‘5150, after he thought that he had sufficiently prepared himself, he could
;é réturn to the big city once mores But all this is a matter of conjecture.
ZEJIn 1643 Pe took charge of St. Bartholomew's, nesr the Exchange London,
:T?esiding in Moore Lane. He was also a member of the Westminister -Assembly,
;_én assembly of divines for the purpose of settling & new form of ecclesias-
fqtieal polityz and he took a prominent part in the debates, deciding with
fhe Erastian5 gections on questions of Church Government. As & Presbyter=
iaﬁ he boldly denounced what he celled "the vehemence, heat and tugs of the
independents.“ » | .
Prequently, he was invited to preach before the House of Commonse.
] In 1643, for instance, he was appointed to preach the sermon on the occa-
| sion o2 the public fast of March 29th. It was published under the Hitle
of "Flias Redivivasg", the text being from Luke : 17« In this sermon he
drew a parallel between the Baptist's ministry and the work of reformation

which in the preacher's judgment was incumbent on the parliamémm of his

1 Vide page 13.

i & EOT further information cf Morley Pages 144~151 of likewise Lightfoot's
5_J°urnal of the Proceedings, the Assembly of Divines from Jane. 1,1643 to

Dogs 51, 1644, in Vol. 13 in tho 8vo edition of his workde
The doctrine of Erastus, the Swiss physician and divine. Heidelberg 1583

Qf‘JMOrley pages 158 - 4.
4 vide Chap. I Page .
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Zown daye On August 26, 1845, on the day of their monthly fast, he

reached again before the members of the House of Commonsg. His text was
gken from Revelations XX: 1,8. "After eontroverﬁing the doctrine of the
;imillenariésl, he urged various practical suggestions for the repression
j“‘?;,7\,V11-,11 a strbngvhand of current blasphemies, for a thordugh revigion of the
lfﬁuthorized version of the Scriptures, for the encouragement of a learned
?ﬁinistry;‘and for a speedy settlement of the church."?

i In 1644 he accepted the rectory of the Great Munden, Hertford-

- ghire, Whiqh ne held until his deaths In November 1650 he was appointed
?E Masﬁer of St.wCatherine Hell by the parlismentary visitors of Cambridgea
fﬁ}Inﬂi652,‘he was given his Doctor of Divinity degree by Cambridge for his
iiﬁhesis, "pogt Canonem Scripturae Consignatum, non gunt revelationes 0%~
Efieotandaao"z In 1654 Lightfoot was made vice-chancellor of Cambridge, and
vi?é# the Commencement of 1655 he pronounced " a panegyric on Cromwell for
}»fhe encouragement given by him to complete the Polyglot Bible." He also,
. ballad attention to the'pitiable plight 6f the clergy of the Church of
ng Fnglsnd.

- At the Restoration, he offered to resign his mastership to Spur-
. ?£°W’ its former holaer, but the offer was declined and Sheldon, then
érohbishop of‘Canterbury, in recognition of Lightfoot's prodigious

! knowledge, confirmed him in both his mastership and his living.

: In 1661,_Lightfaot took part in the Savoy Conference, at which he
Wés one of the assistants in the conference upon the liturgy, and here he
again sided with the Presbytérians. In 1662 the Act of Uniformi- |
1 At'the time of Augustine, Millemaranism hecame & heresy and soon dis-

%Ppeared. It was revived in the Middle Ages by mysticel sect and after
he  Reformstion by Anabaptists. cf article "Egchatology" ir Hastings

ok, V, page %81 8q

® of, Britannica XVI page 626.

: ,%vg In this thesis, he meintained that after the closing of the canon of

Sripture, there was neither pro
e prophecy, miracles, no ; i § ot
u ty ’ . y , r extraordinary gifts




yl wag passed, and although he openly complied with it, he wag not very

crupulous in fulfilling 1Le previSione.z
On Jan'y 22, 1667-8, he wag appointed to the Prebend at Ely,
T4 -is said that while travelling

where

e was collated by Sir Orlando Bridgemeans

rom Cambridge to Ely, he caught a severe cold, and died at Ely on Decem-

(5 - -
er O, 1675. Thus the eventful and useful career of the great English

ebraist came to an ende
Of Lightfoot 's perseverance and diligencs, the facts in hig biog-

A portrait of him which hangs in the hall of Bt. Cather-

- yaphy testify.
of full

 ine Hell, Cambridge, shows nim 0 be a man, "comely in his person,

'afﬁroportion and of s rudy complexion." He wears & gkull cap and bands.

'Weltoﬁ% describes him as follows: "He possessed & grateful heart, and

never forgot a kindness received. His vast learning ever shone through

juthe air of a great and unaffected modesty.® So comely in outward appear-

:janee, his inner greace and charm, his modesty, his grateful spirit radiated

"feplendour and exercised pronounced influence upon many. Yet, as we shall

fsee, he wag intolerant, bigoted and narrowe

He merried twice, first in 1628, Joyce, dasughter of William Comp~

‘ton of Stone Park, emnd widow of George Gopwood, who died in 1656, and

widow of Austin Brograve, who died in 1666. He had igsuesd

a two daughterse. His son John, was

‘Secondly, Anne,

from his first wife only, four sons an

chaplain to Bryen Walton, bishop of Chester; Anae%%us Cottonus Jacksonus,

patron, Sir Rowlend, end his friend, Sir John Jackso

Hertfordshire, on June 25, 1661; Anastius became

named sfter his n, be-

vﬁame Vicar of Thundridge,

1 Por further information on this subject, consult Britannica Vol. Xiv,

Page 380.
Rof DHB XXXIII page 230.
8 of Britannica XVI page 626

4 cf page 14
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a London tradesman, and Thbmas Lightfoot died younge. His daughter,
Joyce, married John Duckfield, rector of Aspeden, on Jans 8, 1635, and
nis other daughter, Sarah, married a Mre Golclcugh of Staffordshire.

His Oriental books werelbequeathed to Harvard College, but un-
fortunately these were burned in the fire of 1769. Many of his papers
passed to his son-in-law, John Duckfield, who in turn gave them to
-nJohn Strype,l one of Lightfoot 's biographers.

- In enumerating the works of Lightfoot, I have divided those which
?rihe himself'ﬁrote, and those to which he contributad.z Shall merely char-
:facterize the books briefiy, depending in the main, on Welton's deserip-
"tion &s found in his phamphlet on Lightfoots”

| Lightfoot wrote the following: |

7 (1)"®rubhim; or miscellanies, Christien and Judaical and others;
’ ipenned for recreation at vacant hours.® London,‘1629. Dedicated to Sir
A Row1and Cotton, in which he expresses his indebtedness 1o him.

, (2) "4 Few and New Observations Upon The Book of Genesis; the
:Most'of t hem ungertain; the rest pr@bable; all harmless, strange and
rarely heard hefore". London, 164%. Discussges the various facts which
constitute the subject metter of the book of Genesis.4

: (3) "Eliss Rediviws", a sermon,5 March 29, 1643,

(4) ™A Hendful of Gleanings out of the book of Exodus“$ London,

1645, Similsr in nature t0 that on the book of Genesig.

§ 1 of Strype's Memorials, Vols I, Oxford, 1812.

2 It is interesting to note that publishers would not undertake to publish

L his works. ILightfoot. printed his books, or most of them, at his own ex-

Poense. .

'3 of. pages 24 -~ 36

’ this :

B 4 Lightfoot /wrote while busying himself on one of his greatest works, "The
| Hermony» .

. 8 of page 28 of this chapter.
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(6) The Harmony of the Four Evangelists, among themselves and
with thQFOld Tegtament; with an explanatioh of the chiefest difficul-
ties both in language and in senée, Pt. I, London, 1644; Pt. II, London,
1647, Paft Iri, Tondon, 1650. He arrenged the texts chronologically,
glving reasons for doing éo, and explained the language difficulties by
comparison with the Saptuégint and other versions.

(6) Sermon on Rev. XX: 1,2.1

(7) A Commentery on the Acts of the Apostles, Chapters I, XII,
 London, 1645, Criticsl examination of text.

| (8) Sermon on Psalm IV, 4, preached before the House of Commbns,
! rebruary 24, 1647 |

L‘ (9) A Chronocle of the Times, and the Order of the Texté of the
‘ff}Old Testament, London, 1647.

. (10) The Temple Service as it stood in the Days of our Bavior,

~ London, 1649
(11) The Temple, especially as it atood in the days of our Savior,

~London, 1650.

(12) The Harmony, Chronicle and Order of the New Tegtament, Lon-
B ion 1655, ingoribed to Oliver Cromwell.

(13) "Concerning the Anathema Maranthe", London, 1652

(14) On the Canon of Scripture, 1652

(15) The Horse Hebraicae et Talmudicaev; his greatest snd best

~ known work - in four parts.2

Lightfoot contributed to the following:

1<Gf.‘page 28 of this chapter.
tThe |
2 of chapter IV of thia ehaplez.

o
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1 . .
(1) Welton's = Polyglot Bible, 1657. Lightfoot aided Waltomn in

reviging the Semaritan text of the Pentateuch, in drawing up 'a general
‘aketch on the geography of the Holy Land,'ana correcting thg Hebrew

- text and procuring subscriptions.z

(2) Poole's Synopsisa Criticorum® 1669

(5) Castell's 4 Heptaglot Lexicon.

(4) Contributed a Mem@gr of his friend, Hugh Broughton, to ﬁhe
edition of Broughton's works (1662). ‘ .

() samuel Clarke?  submitted to Lightfoot's judgment his ﬁrans-
1stion of the Margum on Chronicles.

| L}ghtfoot's works underwent various editions and collections.
Phe first collectior of his works - all translated into Eﬁgliéh‘— was
published in 1684 in two folio volumes, revised and collected by George
Bright, rector of Loughborough,'dédicated‘to Mary, princess of Orange,
" and prefaced by & mem@éx of Lightfoot by john.Strype, with an account

" - 1 Brien Waltoh (1600-1661) wes graduated frdm Cembridge in 1623; got

. his Doctorate in 1639; published his well known Polyglot Bible in 1657.
1 He was consecrated to the See of Chester, but died soon afters

9 of DN B XXIII, page 231

% Matthew Poole was born st York in 1624 and recelved his education at
Cambridge. In 1662 he was ejected from his living of Michaelle -
Querne for nonconformity and-then undertook his great work, the "Fynop-
gis Criticorum®, which was published in 1669 in five large volumes in

. f0lio. He died in Amsterdam in 1679.

4 Tamund Castell (1606-1685) educated ot Emanuel College and St. John's
College. 1666 Chaplain to King end Arablc professor at Cambridge.

; 5 Samuel Clarke (1632-1669) educated at Merton College. In 1650 he
~ kept a school at Islington, where he agszisted in Walton's Polygloto
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of Lightfoot's papers. The second volume conbains the "Horae", dedi-

 ‘cated to Henry Compton, bisghop of Tondons 1In 1686, a Latin edition was

' éditéd by Johennes Texelius at Rotterdam, (2 vol. fol.); another in Latin

in three volumes by Johannes Lousden ab Utrecht. In 1823, John Rogers

pitman issued a complete edition of Lightfoot's works in English (13

yolumes)e
‘Phe "Horae' likewise went through goveral editions. Carpzov edited

,_Ehem _at Teipzig in Latin (1675 and 1684). Schoettgenl reprinted the

g "Horase" in hig own "Horae Hebraicae st Talmu-

{ greater part of Lightfoot'
dicse en Universam Novum Testementum', 1733, 4ta. The most relisble hn-

~f glish edition of the "Horae" ig the one by Gandell in 1859 in four

§ volumes.

Lightfoot 's works were read and made uﬁ&of by meny Biblical Schol-

 ars and exegetes, especially Wﬁﬁ%he and Siegfried. But this shall be

. discussed in the last chapterog

1 vide chap. X page 56
2 vide chape V
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CHAPTER IV

JOHN LIGHTFOOT: HIS HORAR

L

HEBRAICAE RET TALMUDICAE. WAS HE

ANTI - TALMUD?
. e




Brief Summary of the contents of the Horae Hebraicae et Talmudi-

pes Lightfoot as Ixegetes Hvidence of his exegitical superiority in the

0Ta8 Lightfoot a9 Rebbinie Scholar. Was Lightfoot antagonistic to

abbinic Titeratires Bernard LaVare;view explainede. Dvidence in the Ho-

e which shows that Lightfoot studied Tglmud for polemlcal purposes. His
arrownasa and bigotry. Ways in which Lightfoot may be compared to Reuch-
n and Bacone Lightfoot, Buxtorf and Eisenmengers Credit due Lightfoot

‘for opening new avenue of researclh.

The Gandell edition of Lightfoot's Horae Hebraicae has been used

in the present chapter because of convenience, and also because of its

acientifio aceurscy. Here and there, comparisons have'béen made with the

““Carpzov and TLeugden editions in the Latine These comparisons have been

made merely to gatigfy my curiosity, not because I doubted the soientlilc

.'-acauracy of Gandell's works. c¢andell's preface in Vol. I of his edition

o

gives ug some valusble informations. The Horae, as we have learnea,l was

voriglnally written in Latin and the geveral portions thereof were publish-

ed ot intervals betweem 1688 and 1674 With the exception of Acts and

3
‘Romans, 2 these portlons appeared during Lightfoot's life time. The Horsae

»were printed in Latin by Carpzov in 1676, and are found likewise in the

collected Latin editions of Texelius (1686) snd Leusden (1699). They are

' included in the English edition by Bright and Strype, end lastly in the

The Gendell edition is printed from Pitman's, but wherever &

passage seemed obscure, both the folio and original Latin editions were

GQHSUltGao Much attention was paid to the accuracy of the Hebrew

!
]
|
N
|
i
|
|
|
13 volume edition of Pitman.
l "1 vide chap. III pagesaof this thesis.
2 Thege were printed after Lightfoot's death by Richard Ki4dder, later

bishOp of Bath and Wellse
8 vide Ditman vol. I and chaps IIT page 34 of this thesis.

[
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otations.l
Vole I 18 entitled "A Chorographical Century Searching out,

fhiefly by the Light of the Talmud, ‘gome more memorablé places of the Land

This volume concentrates and combines all the geographical

Iareel®.
2

tter which Lightfoot prefixed to sach of the Gospelse

g firet section of the Horae5

TLightfoot in the preface of hi

ates that in the study of the geography of Palestine, the Talmud ghould

5o consulted because the doctors of the Misnah end the Gemarists knew the

@ 1:nd better than any one elge, seeing that they werae "Oeulat@ testes™,

oye witnesses". He further urges men to study in the following atriking

: "Eb g1 fide eos dignos non reputaveris, quia gunt Juda9§}rat certe

xemine digni gunt, et venia fandi, quatenus sunt chorographi. "And
hough you esteem them not worthy of. credit, because they are Jews, yet

ertainlyvthey are worthy of examination, and may have leave to relate, as

ey are ehqrographers", Ag if to say, let not your pregudice agalnst the

Jew, interfere with your thirst for knowledge.4 Or, teke the following as

out of prejudice ( Imiquum certe est,

svidence: "Certainly, it is un juat,
or out of ignorance not to en-

i5ﬁ.ea vel ex praejudicii, etc.) bo re ject,

1 tﬁrtain, those thinga, which either mlght yield as the profit of the
§Lor0graphy of theat 180d =-=-=m=—====mm====

so Lightfoot uses his astounding knowledge of Talmudic sources

?to enable h1m to gain a better understanding of the places mentioned in

ithe Gogpels. His own experience in rending Rabbinical literature revealed

- the fact to him that mamy corrections in the existing maps of the Holy

i land had to be made. For instance, he speaks of the Sea of Joden,

j;l of Preface Vols I page IV
L 2 of Lousden Vols II p 169, 397 etc. Carpzov pages 6,

{kzof HHG Vol. I p. 3, and Leusden Vols IT pe 168
that Lightfoot is borkdminded

¢ HHG Prefece pages 3 and 4. It would sSeem
1¢ pro-Tglmud from these statements, yet to our astonishment,

‘the Horae reveals the contrarye.

517, etce

further study .
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{ gs the Fastern Boundary of Judea. (Judea for instance is mentioned in

Netthoew, chap. 2: 1,22, oOT chape 3: 1, in connection with Bethlehem, the

‘ rthplace of Jesus, and Lightfoot gathers Palmudic data to bhound Judea. He

SHRw Y and ]/mib a51r

rgt divides the land into
giving a8 parallel Mett. I1:20, "the

geeordance with Tglmudic sources,

nd of Israel", and I Cor. V: 13, wphoge that are without”, (Tov) 69 & )e

[}
then branchea off into different points - a Talmdic habite.  After much

in which he displays a wide, oxtensive acquaintance with Talmud-

rature, even gquoting Maimonides

1goussion,
¢ and other rabhinic lite Y1 chap.

he comes to the bounds of Judea. He ventures

T 7 does not
nobm
/

0, (et TEG po 7y note H),

1 interpretation - & wild one, in which he says that

" put rather "bituminous".. He refefs'the reader to NPT

SR RN RS> ), which deals with

N O §> incenses Quoting Josephus (Antigqs Tite XV:9),

n salt,
entioned by Migmonides, (

ﬂm makiné of
B 1110y (nat.Hist. Lite I chape 16) snd Solimus (Polyniste chaps 38), he says:
fﬁlt doth not please me that Sodom, in the maps, is placed in the northern

11&mnas of the Asphaltites; when 14 geems rather to be place

And he tries to prove his

d in the south-

point by quoting Gene sis

B omn oxtromity of it".
This is. the method Lightfoot pursues in pointing oub

§X519, and Josephuse
showing that an extbengive

f the mistakes of contemperaneous chorographers,

;S#udy of rabbinic sources wounld bring enlightenment and aid in the estab-

| lishment of the truthe |
[pne would imegine that Lightfoot in his chorographical works
;;bfeathes s pro-Talmud spirit. 1t seems evident from the most of Vol I

B 10 the Gandell that he is 8o, nemely that he urges the study of rabbinic

;,l,ef HH G chap. V, page 15, or HE L, Voles II, chape Vo Do 173
. %SimOH (quoted in J E VIII, page 84) aceused him of being "guelquefois
@ ‘'op rabbinique™, mgometimes too rabbinic”.

B
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ore for the purpose of ascoxtaJnlng the truth of the New Testament Scrip-

ures, a8 an aid to the undcratanding theleof. Yet, interspersed here and

here are passages which evidence anti-Talmud feelings, pre judice and

»
‘narrow-mindeﬁness.l
'LighthOt is hard to understand. At times he urges the study of

:the Talmud and Rabbinic lore mogt etrongly, stating that his own per sonal

!*1axperiencé revesled the need of knowing the Talmud in order to understand

thhe Soripture. His remarks in the preface of Bt Matfhew are not the only

“gvidenco of this. He knew the Talmud well, as he did Medrtehic Literature,

f,Maimon®deé, Thn Ezra, and other post-Talmudic writings, and the world must

ﬁjgive him cre&it for thise Yet it is surprising that certain statements,
3;ant1 -Talmudic in spirit, shoul.d have come from his pe{él

Sd, in his ohorogxaphlcal workg, Lightfoot points out the mig-

;Cfakes of contemporary chorographera and coeval GhOTaPhlPS° He says; "I
;-ﬁery much wonder, that the suthors of the maps have held Lod and Lyddﬁ for

'”;two towns, T,08 not far from Jordan and Jericho; Lydda not far from the Med-

ﬁ;iterranean gea » o And he then proceeds to say that the Talmudist would

B nover nhave made such mistakes. "A ‘Jew, Or one versed in Jowigh affaira, will

'ﬁ:laugh at these things; when Lod and Lydda have no difference at all between

L them -- unless that that is Hebrew, - this, Greeke"

| Lightfoot hag no patience with the tourigt's guides, who, depend-

[§ lng on oracles, point out places to travelers, historicelly inaccurate.

~-50 of this chapters

Thege are discussed and quoted on pages 49
HH ¢ Vol I chape XI page 27

- ibid page 38
~1bidem
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1 speaking of Zion, whether it was in Judah or Benjamin, Lightfoot says:

174 is objected that at this day a hill and ruins are shown to travelers

2 Cltye i answer, But let us have leave not to esteem all things for

‘{ oracles, Wthh they say, who now show these places; since it is plain
lyienough that they mlstake in many other things: and let it be without all
E:§eontroversy, that they study, not so much truth in that affair, as their
?ﬁiown gain;v T wigh less credit had been given to them, and much search had
beeen made out of Scripture, and other’wfiters concerning the situation of
T:the pl&oes".l

F Tn his chorographical works, Lightfoot 's exegetical ability is
_shown in many placess This wil} be taken up later on in this chapters.
fi' , Volume IT in the Gondell edition treats of Ste Matthews The Ho-
Eiﬁraa are preceded by a short preface and by a dedication to the students
{?bf Cather;ne Hallz. In both Lightfoot points out the utility of studying
~rabbinic lore in order to know the geography, customs and phraseology of
 }ffhe New Testamemb. 1In his dedication, he states the reasons which moved
jighim'to study ﬁhe,[ﬂalmud.5 Hig first reason is the one guoted by many
~flaﬁer scholars.® "For, first, when all books of the New Testament were
Qwritten by Jews, and among Jews, and unto them; and when all the disg-
Ebourses maede there, were made in like manner by Jews, and to Jews and
f&mong them; I was always fully persuaded, as & thing pagt all doubting,

3 that that Testament could not but everywhere taste of and retain the Jew's

§tyle, idiom, form, and rule of speaking". o A cogent reason for studying

1 ibid p. 54 |

3 Lightf0ot, we remember, wag Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge.
Bl %cf uEGvVvele IT page 3

4:Vide Chape V page 59ss.

S B H @ vols II page 3
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ne Talmud. His second reason is that in the obscure places of -the New
gstament, the begt method of interpretation of the text was to understand
oth the vulgar and the common dislect and opinion of that nation, the
a‘eWS,.and this coﬁld he done but by consulting the Talmudic aubthors, "who
’égoth dpeak in the vulgar dialect of the Jews and also handle and reveal all
f?Jewish.matters." 1

! He then gives the method by which he made use of rabbinic 1dre:

l| viz.,

i T He resolved tﬁ observe those things which seemed to yield
?7some 1ight to the Holy Scoriptures, especially either to the phrases, or sene

?gﬁences; or higtory of the New Testament.

i1
iy
1 -

II He get down in his note book those pasgsages which made men-

|| .
i

]
jfiion of certain places in Israel and which afforded some light unto the

{ v

ITI He notelthose things which referred to the history of the

|
i
- .
t

Il Jows, whother ecclesiastical, or scholastic, or civil; or which referred to

|
|
3;ﬁhe Christian history, or the history of the rest of the worldo8
| | Tn the Horae to St. Matthew, Lightfoot shows the Talmudic paral-
; léia to the text of the Gospel. TFor instance, in Mﬁttpaw, chap¢ XIT,
§ ﬁerse 32, we find the expresaion’Eﬁffgcuiiﬂ*“‘ TP e Ao VT "In
g ﬁhe world to come", Lightfoot gives a Talmudic presentation of the subject
§ of Olaly Hazeh ( c175cl n W ) and Olah Hab&?bf (3270 B 51} in which he
f ﬁiaplﬁ&s aAthorough knowledge of Talmudic end other rabbinic lore. Quot-
| ing Berachoth 54: 1, Targum to Ruth 11:16, Rembam, etcs And so I might

i ™ltiply example after examples

L ibidem page 4

i % ibidem page 5
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Ho uses Talmudic sources for other reasons, alsos. He ghowed how

necesgary it was to know rabbinic literature to understand the phraseology

'gnd chorography of the New Testament. Now he points out the necesgity of

jtudying the rabbigs to understand the meaning of customs, etc., mentioned

in the New Testament. So he comments upon the phrase:’Eﬁ<T/Va(5¢LT@ Tov ifov..

1 o/>7'@V rTRv-Tlod &V "Sheke off the dust of your feet™ in Mat-

;thew X+ 1T, and shows that in Dalmudlc interpretation, ghaking off the dust

| of your feet means conbempt for the heathen, as was the custom. "Whereso-

“?Bver a City of Israel shall not receive you, when ye depart, shew, by shak-

1 ing of f the dust from your feet, that ye esteem that city, however a city

fpf Israél, for a heathem, prefane, impure city, and as such, abhor it,“l

?It would be unnecessary to quote more examples, for the student who is in-

fterested in that matter can do better by consulting the Gandell edition. In

;ﬁoluma If he likewise shows parallels in Ste. Mark; in volume III he does

| 1ikowise for St. John, St. Luke, and in volume IV he shows the likenesses

Lbetwaen Acts, Romens, the first Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthiang, and

lalmudic Literature.

In 81l the Horae, Lightfoot playe the part of a Chriétian wells

fHe gtill holds the biased view against the Pharisees” and' Israel's selec-

(jion by God as his chosen p60p19.5

Welton say54 that Lightfoot shows that the doctrine of a Meseiah

‘lWaa fully acknowledged and fondly cherished by the Jewish nation; that the

?5doming of the Messiah is fixed by them to the very time when Jesus of Naz-

,; ereth did appear and approve himself to be the Christ; that the revelation

il 111 ¢ vol. II page 186.

2 Tt would be indigereet to quote passages from the Horae to show thise. cf
HHG vol. IT, page 67 - 77, which containg "some few remarks concerning the
Pharisees and Sadducees" and other places in the Horaes

Sof HHGIT page 180, etce

4}; '.?age 8 31
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of Chiist ia designated by the symagogal phragses, "Kingdom of God", etc;
that the names applied to Christ in the New Testament, as "the son of David,”

‘are found in Jewigh writings as designations of the future Messiah; that

among the offices they assign to the Messiah they recognize the "resurrec-

tion df the doad", and even ascribe to him a state of humility and suffer-
ing; that Chrigt condescended to borrow the sacraments from the rites of
"his countrymen, and that even the Lord's Prayer is derived from expressions
”;that.had long been familiar in the schools and synagogues ovaﬁdea“.

! These facts which Welton gives, are true on face value, but let us
isi<‘1oak;.into the matter a little more fully. Lightfoot, commenting upon Mat-
“thew I:lz, gays that the Jews conceived of a Messiah, the Son &f David, but
;invented another name, "Messiah ben Joseph'™, to éompiy with their giddiness
}aﬁd loss of judgment in their opinion of the Megslahe For since they de-
;spised ﬁha true Messish, who came in the time fore-alloted by the prophets,
§and erqpified; they still expect, I know not what,chimerical one, concern-

:fing whom they have no certain opinion: whether he shall be one, or two;

;;shall come in the clouds of heaven, or sitting upon an ass; they expect a

%ﬁSon of David; but they know not whom, they know not when”.l Bvidently

iwhether he shall arise from among the living, or from the dead; whether he
g Welton was not very ex act for by this passage Lightfoot states that the Jews
f@are not sure aboubt the exact time of the Messiah's coming. TLightfoot is
iéseen by this, and other passages, to hold a narrow view about Judaigm and
 ;the Jews. He is bigoted end narrow minded. He does not tolerate the views .|
ﬁbf others~ he slevates Christlanlty abgyc the other religions. Thus he says, |
1n commenting upon John I,w A,A7 e &J‘ /cifa-//lc77s . "An

Israellte indeed," "Our Savior, therefore calls him an 'Israelite indeed,

' ;n whom there was no guile', because he sought out that retirement to pray,

"l "HHG II page 10
¢f HHG IT page 14

- ~ . .
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e usual coraft and hypocrisy of that nation, that were

go different from th

wont to pray publicly, end in the streets, that they might be seen of

‘_men" ~- Not very complimentary to the Jews, is 1t? The invectives he

rfhurls againgt the Talmud and Talmudists are eveun more vehement, bub let us
e paﬁient for the present.

Ag an exegebte, Lightfoot is of the Rashi types Iike the great

‘exegeﬁe of Troyes, Lightfoot ig interested in grammatical and gyntactical

vpoints; Thus, for instance, in commenting upon Matthew I: 12,

n the course of the discussion of that

" Jechonias begatb Salathiel” and 1
ITT: 17, bawSd W 1B A cual

verse he used the verge. from I Chron.

\ 32 . which he translates, "Now the sons of Jechonias bound ( or impris-

oned ) were.ghealﬁiel, hig son™ and he arguas'thusly: "which version both

" the sceent and the order of the words confirm; for Zakeph hung overw*%gj R

to which Munach beneath Elé%gj gerves, persuades thet it is.a conjunct

%,

3

.
%

1_COnstruction; to wit, that J»32 Jechoniah, and ™0 pound should be joine

ed together, that 1is, a gubstantive and an adjectivee. And the word ‘4

_his son, placed after & pba w Shealbiel not after™ Ok bound fixeth the

: gengK{ogy in Shealbiel not im 'O & Qesiv at all.

- Lightfoot 1is likewise interested in giving meanings of wordsg. 50,

ﬁ;aa T explained in another place of this thesis, he interprets the words

P ~ 4o mean bituminous sea instead of the usual wgglt geat. In -
P ’

gbbon '3OW he links the word with

explaining the origin of tho word

viburning, saying that the name of the lake is derived from its nature, which

';is fiery and bituminous - 1Tikewise & wild conjectures
Lightfoot ig also guilty of rationalizing. TFor instance, in try-

%ing to explain the origin of deng and caves in Palestine, he says that they

“are not the working of nature, but quoting Jogsephus (AntigeXIT:5) he claims
that they were cut out of the mountains and rocks for the uses of war, thab




.....................

44
| they might serve for refuge and strength.l

Lightfoot degserves a place as exegete and Biblicai eritics Yet,
a8 Chambers says, "he was not free from the unscientific crotches of the
- period". He believed for example .in the inspiration of the Vowelnpoints.2
in this regard he takes an opportuﬁity to eriticize severely the Rabbisg of
the éalmudqz And in many regards he is not scientific. He does not ggﬁig;s
i the éxegetical acumen of modern Biblical critics, and he makes many wild coﬁm f;
{,jectures and interpretations, yet taken all in all , he was keen and
- poséeé&e& good judgment. Above éll he was an excelleunt Hebréist, and asg
such showed to the scholarly world the value of knowing the rabbinic lore
in understanding the Neil Testaments

Now we come to the main point of our Thesis. After a careful

f study of John Lightfoot's Horame Hebraceae et Talmdicae, I have come to the

conglusion that he was anti-Talmud. In making this statement, which is th.e_;,,~?:if
writer's original contribution to the subject, I am backed by much evidence
j gleaned from reading the Horaes IE {EJtiue, very true, that Lightfoot
urges the study of the Talmudiiffgmﬁgaér'to understand the phraseology,

. chorography snd customs of the New Testament Scriptures. It is true, like-~
: wise, that Lightfoot himself studied rabbinic lore because hs thought it

g would materially aid him in understanding his religion's Scrliptures. Yet,
L‘why ig it that so many anti-Talmudic statemeni s are found throughout'th@

;g Horae? We can not clinch the matter by saying that he is ihconsistent,for
i¥rif g0, we would merely find omne or two instances of his inconsistency. But

3; the rule determines the exception, not the exception the rule - in Light-

U

éi}l ¢f HHG I pe 190 where he saYs furthermore that the @anasnites were a warm
igwlike nation and dug meny of these caves before the Israslites cane, quoting
fs;John 10:16; Judges 6:82 ebc. as evidonces. '

2 See HHG I pe 160 or Leusden IT 209, He also takes issue with Ebwu Hzra's
view that the whole Pentatuuch was not written by Moseg. of HHG III p.225.

'3 vide page A5 s«. of this chapters
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fobt's case, abt leagb,
Lightfoot was a great Rabbinic scholar. His vast knowledge of
| rabbinic%would be a dredit to 8 Jewish scholar, and with Gibbons, We nmust
say that "by constant reading of the rabbisg, he became almost & rabbi
himéelf." He felt with Schechtamlthat "g thorough study of this literature

t
might with dune discretion. help, to a better understanding of the writings

attributed to Jesus and his disciples."
But, why so many anti-Talmudic tirades? The statements which show Ve
this sre so many that I must choose them at randome. Here 18 & typical one:

nphere are some who believe the holy Bible was pointed by
the wise mem of Tiberiase I do not wonder at the impudence of —
the Jews, who invented the gtory, but I wonder at the credulity
of Christisng who applauded it. Recollect, I beseech you, the
nomes of the Rabbinsg of Tiberias, fyom the first situations of
the university thera, to the time that it expired, and what at
length do you find, but & kind of men made with Pharisailsm, be-
witching with traditions, and bewitched, blind, guileful, doting;
they must pardon me, if I say magical emd monstroua? Men, how
unfit, how unable, how foolish, for the undertaking, s0 divine a
work. Read over the Jerusalem Pglmud and see there how R. Judah,
. R. Chaninsh, R. Judan, R. Hoshaia, R. Chaya Rubha, etce ~ and the
* rest of the grand doctors among the Rabbing of Tiberias, behave
themselves. How earnestly they do nothing. How childishly they
nandle serious watterss. How much of gsophistry, froth, poison,
smoke, nothing at all, there 18 in their disputes. And if you can
believe the Bible was pointed in such a school, believe also, all
thet the Talmudists writes The pointing of the Bible savours of
the work of the Holy Spirit, not the work of lost, blinded,
besotted mene"

I wonder if some still think that Lightfoob merely contradicts himself
here. Does not this show & pogitive attitude. T am surpriged that Lighte
- foot recommends the study of Talmud to his pupils, seeing that the writ-

ors thereof are "lost, blinded and besotted men", and moreover, that there

1g naught but"froth” and "poison” in their disputess
2 4

At this point, let me set forth Bernard Lazare's view. In his book

on Antimsemitisml he says, "In the geventeenth century, anti-Judaism took

.1 vide page 175 sgfLazare
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- on another forme. The theologlans were succeeded by erudites, scholars,

'H exegetes. Anti-Judaism became milder and more scientific; it was repre-
sented by Hebraizers, often of great asttainmentg —---m-we- «"™ And he then
£ gives several cases of mem who studied Jewish literature and defended cere
- tein things in Judaism and literature, as for instance, Wagenseil, 'who de-
nied ritual murder, and Buxtorf who declared that it (the Talwud) con-
tained things of value for the historian and philosoPher. Yet these two
men were anti-Jewish and anti-Talmud, for the former declared that the
Talmud contained "blasphemies, impostures and absurdities", amnd, as it is

well known, the latter used his knowledge of Hebrew for polemical pur-

posess (Me thinks, that John Lightfoot would fit in very nicely with these

promyes Ll

two. But let us wait).
’ Lazare continués,l"Yet the same ideas persisted which had inspired
~the authore of the preceding centuries. The object was always to prove

the truth of the Christian faith and dogmas on the Basis of the 0ld Tes- w?
fament e e o e the apogtles invoked the Zohar and Mishna in favor of Je- |

sug and the polemic literature was still in bloom under Eisenmenger,whose

'Judaism Unveiled' has inspired ﬁamy contempdrary antimgémitics"a

Lazare gpeakd as if he had read Lightfoot's Horae Hebraicae et Tale ;;
- mudicae. Lightfoot was of the seventeenth century, he was an "erudite,

scholar and oxagete", he was a Hebralzer of great - nay, unusual attainment.

He studied Jewish literature zeslously and industriously, and even defended e
certain things in Judesisms So, in urging the study of the Talmud he says:
"And though you esteem them mot worthy of credit, because they are Jews,ebc." |

In other words, like Buxtorf, he saya that the Talmud contains things of

1 ibiad And se, throughout the Horse, we find passages which show a readi- i
Negsa on the part of Lightfoot to give credit to the Jew - gometimes & moere JW
Condescension. For instance, in HHG Vol. I, p. 82, he gays, "We may believe
- the Jews, asserting it ( *ap 9 2 )to be within the walls of Jerusalem, since ‘J
they 1llustrate the thing with so many examples; nor is there any reason !
“Why they shounld either feign or dissemble anything in this matter". These
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walue, and he thus defends the étudy of the Talmu61. Unlike Pfefferk@@

in this reapect, yet, like that bigot, and like Wegemseil, Lightfoot, too,
;qlaime& that the Talmud gontains "pblasphemies, impoétures and absurdities.”

g; quoted one paggﬁge which shows Lightfoot's belief that the doctors of the
;Mishnah/and Gemdﬁiatg teach nothing but "froth, d@étruction and poison". We
v?ahall quote.other anti-Talmudic pasgages later. |

Lezare also tells us that the object of these Christian Hebraizers

| wes to prove the ‘truth of the Christian faith and dogmas on the basis of the
i'Old Tegtament, and that furthermore, they "invoked the Zohar and the Mishnah
;fin favor of Jesus"., First of all Lightfoot takes every opportunity to cagt
a;élurs at the Jews. It is strange that he likes to use the words "feign" or
;“dissemble“ (“fingant“ or "eolorent") in connection with the Jews, thaﬁ they
5feign this or that.1 He evern callg Judaism s polluted religiongo He calls
’the Jews "hypocrites" because "much provision is made concerning reciting the
.bhylacteries and the preayers adaéa, hencs,.thosé vainglorious hypocrites,
etc., and because they addioted themgelves to ejaculations, prayers and
‘blessings, upon the sight of almoat anything meeting them, either in the
streets or in the woyed |

And so by underestimating the value of the Jew and his Judaism, he

tries to over-estimate the truth of the Christian faithe. 'Judaism, to Lighte

bioot, had to give way to Christianity. He tekes 0ld Testament passages and

.pro~-Jewish, or rather non-anti-Jewish statements are rare in the Horae.
“About the only thing of Judaism which Lightfoot secems to defend, is the
Study of the Talmud for the understanding of the phraseology, chorography
‘mnd customs of the New Testament.

1 of HHG I Page 82; 144.

2 of HHG I P. 64

-8 ibid page 144

4 ctf aiso HHG II page 211 and 212 he says, "therefore, our Savior seems

ﬁllude o0 the casting out of devils by exorcisms; which art, as the Jews
"ere well instructed in, etcs" =----=e




| and_interprets them Christologically. Thus#lfor instance, he says "that
the old Sabbath was not instituted till after the giving the promise of
Christ, Gen«IIT: 15, and the rest of God on that seventh day was chiefly

in having perfected the new creation in Christ.l B

Lightfoot says™ that
“thé Jews themselves confess that the Kingdom of the Messiah was to begin
| with the resurrection of the dead, and the renewing of the world. There-
fore it was very proper fhat that day from which Christ's Kingdom took
its beginning should pass into the Sabbath, rather than the old Sabbath,

the memorial of creation.”™ Consequently the Jew's Sabbath had to give

way to the Christian Sabbath.

Accordingly, Lightfodt says "For, first, the Jews had now lost

- their privilege, nor were they hence-forward to be cailea 8 peculiar

: people; ne vy, they were now become 'Lo -~ ammi'. They had exceeded the
heathens in sinning, they had slighted, trampled upon, and érucified t he
ZZ_Creator himself, appearing visibly before their eyes in human flesh; while

the heathen had only conceived amiss of the creator, whom they neither

11  had gseen, nor could see, and thereby fallen to worship the creature™. But
he continues thusly: "Christ had now by hia blood paid a price for the
heathens also. He had overcome Satan, who held them céptive. He had
taken away the wall of partitionaZ He had exhibited an infinite right-
gousnesa”.

| I believe that I have quoted sufficiently from the Horae to show
- Lightfoot's "antimﬁemitic" attitude, his desire to underestimate the Jews
B and their religion and to exalt the Christian faith at the expénse of the }'
01d Tegtament and the "fi&bbins!/ Our next interest will be to guote pas- J!

B seges from the Horae, which in asddition to those already cited, show Light~

kgul HHG II page 377
| 2 1bia

3 This refers to the"enclosure " by which the apostles were prevented from
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foot's anti-Talmud and anti-Talmudists attitude. He attributes vain-glory,

] 1
conceit and self praise to the Talmudists. Tor .instance, he says "If,

therefore, by cutting short the clause, (quoting teachings in the names of
hemselves OT teachers, esge R.N. in the name of R.l. saith) they would be
appropriating to themselves the blessings of the seople —=—=mm==—-- they do

ﬁndeed like themselves, cunningly lying at cateh and hunting after fame and

1T have been at some question with myself, whether T would insert in this

fblaca the blagphemous things which the Talmudic authors belch out (evomant)

,ﬁﬁgainst_the holy Jesus, 1n allusion (shall I say?) or derision of this word
Q%EQE. to which neme he entitled himself, and by which assevefation he con-
f‘irmed hig doctrines. But, that thou mightest, reader, both know, and with

gual indignation abhor, the snarlings (iatratus) and virulency of these
imen, toke it in their own words, although I can not without infinite reluc-
‘tancy sllege what they with all audaciousness have uttered." Not very pro-
Malmudie, I think.
Quoting from Bava Bathra NP ARECY AU

4 :
Moses smd his low are truth". Lightfoot comments: "It is indeed a great

'ﬁruth, whet is uttered in this most false and ridiculous legend that "the

?Teaching the gospel to all gentiles. cfe Matt:X:1b,
i_HHG pPe 149

2 lbidem p/ 156

55 " pe 246

& p. 599
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law of Moses is truth." But the Jews might(if they would) attaiﬁ to a
;mueh more sound way of judging concerning the truth of it, and consider
gthat the law'is not the sum and ultimate of all truth, but that Christ is
gﬁhe very truth of the truth of Moses: John 1:17." Qhe law was given by
;Moses,'but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."

/I shall quote just bne more pasgage in this connection: "When the

.Jewish maskers seriously prescribed many ridiculous things of this matter;

s

;gﬁo them himself, than defile our paper with them."

The evidence hag been sifted and the verdict remailns unaltered;

flore, in general, although he insists that s knowledge of rsbinnic litera-
%ture is advantageous, nay essential for & complete understanding of the
%phraseology, customs and chorogrephy of the New Testament, is anti-Talmud. p

fHe tries to show the superiority of the teachings of Jesus over Judaism, and

Tightfoot was like Reuchlin and Bacon in that he advocates the

Eétudy of Hebrews Like them, Lightfoot believed that Hebrew was the language

“ﬁetter of the Hebrew Bible had a spiritual and occult meaning. In other

2ll three of these men explored the regions of Hebrew lore t0 estab-
, Yet, like Wagensail, Risenmenger and Buxtorf, Lightfoot, bigotly and
Hilighthendedly was snti-Tslmudic, claimed that the Talmud contained blas-

hemies, absurdities, "froth™ and "poison" and he tries to over estimate

vide chapa. IT pagoa 17~ 15 of this thesis.

}ometimos defining the appointed times of _ _ . « « <« o o o 4 oo e Y
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'ghis religion at the_expénse of Judaism, the very knowledge of which he
fledrned from his study of rabbinic lore.

To nghiy however, goes the credit of %Qﬁning 8 new avenue of

:researcha beholarshlp owes much to this noted Hebraist, for he encouraged

he study of the Talmud for the purpose of knowing the parallels between

net great literature and the New Testaments
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CHAPTER

HIS INFLUENCT.

JOHN LIGHTFOOT




b2
] Did Lightfoot have any pupils? Did he, at all, influence the
Study of Hebrew by Christian Scholars? Did his work create enthusiasm?
nghtfoot g influence evidenced by the way in which hlS research was usede.
Re atimilated the study of the relation between the New Testament and rab-

ﬁinic lores What others have said sbout Lightfoot. A personal reaction to

tho study of John Lightfoot, English Hebraiste

As a rule, Hebrew scholars, bcth Jewish and Christians, are sur-

rounded during their lives by a coterie of pupils, who aftor their death

arry on théir learning end ideas.

John Lightfoot was quite different in this respect, for neither

iin his writings, nor by his biographers, are we told of any of his pupils.,
t, Lightfoot exerted as much, if not more, influence upon. succeeding gén—
«wratlons ag did many taachersu Ag Welton saya% “At the same time, by every
i%work which he put before the world he made himself the teacher of hundreds;

g
jivhile laarned men in emd out of England were continually visiting him, not

merely to make his acquaintance, but to get hisg opinlon on some of the more
obtruse points of rabbinic learning." '

Prue, Lightfoot. was Master of Catherine Hall, Canbridge, and in
jhis position, by his personality, he was able to reach manye In the pub-
;ic 1ight also, as preacher and upholder of certain ideals and principles,
influenced manys. But as to the specific branch of learning in which he .
s interested, he had to rely upon the influence his writings would make
pon the world.
| Thequestion now arises: Did Light foot stimulate the study of He-
hroew by Christian acholars? The énswer to this query is & negative one.

ter Lightfoot's death, Hnglend witnessed a decline in the study of Hebrew

well a8 in a1l other Oriental studies, and this decline continued until

¢f pagae 39
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~the middle of the ninetesnth centuryal We can not qay, howsver, that
Anghtioot s exhortation to study the Talmudic and other rabbinic litersture
ifeil upon deaf ears, for hig work did create enthusiasme. Lightfoot's in-
#fluence can be measured by the manner in which the work was received and

' ade use ofs Specifically, Lightfoot opened a new svenue of regearch, for -
y his writing he showed succeeding generations the necessity of knowing

i the Talmudic sources for a thorough understanding of the style, phraseology

3 nd meaning of the New Testament Scriptures.

His influence can be best proved by what others have said about

im, and also by quoting some scholarly works which have used Lightfoot ag

n suthority. Most of these teferences have been obtained by my own re-
earch, but where I have secured the information throug h gecond hand sources,
haVe noted this fset in the footnotes.

From Welton,z'we learn that during his life John Lightfoot corre-
ponded with various scholarg snd he quotes seversl extracts from their let-
ers. So, the youngerw :Buxtorf,B in a letter to Castell speaks of Lightfoot
husly: "Ex horls ojus talmudic4s incepi illius doctrinam et diligentiam
alde amare Illae salWam mihi moverant, ut propediem ab ipso s&m&léa vrdere
eSLderen et gustare Precor wp i Omnla laeta ac memtis ejbe digna." And
astell says in a letter to Lightfoot:"Renowned Sir, I made bold to beautie

y and embellish this worthless, contemned work I am upon with the oriente

2
l lustre of your eminent and deservedly most famigerous name."

vide chaps II page
See page O

Johannes Buxtorf (1599-1664) was & son of Johannes Buxtorf, the eldmr. Suc-
ded his father as proffessor of Hebrew at Basel. He maintainad relationg
1th several learned Jews with whom he corresponded. Wrote "De Linguak Hee
s8lca® Onigine et EntiqultaLa" Bagsel, 1644. Translated Maimonides Moro
unehim gt Basel in 1629 under the thle "Doctor Perplexorum and Halvi’s

ar!® Liber Cosri (Basel, 1660)
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Dr Adsme Clark said "Dr. Lightfoot was a profound scholar, a sound

divine and a pious mane. Hig historical, chronological and topographical

remarké on the 0ld Testament, and his Talmudical Exercitations on the New,
are invaluablel". Clarke spéke of Lightfoot's exeé?%;cal ability in the
highest terms: he said, In Bibliceal criticism I consider Lightfoot the
first of all Englth writers; and in this I inoludé his learning, nisg judg-
mént and his usefulness.”

Carpzovz in his introduction to his editioﬁ of the Horae Hebraicae

. avry ditionis . “
says, "Lightfootus, recondita emditwremis, et exquisite¢ non Mwenus ingenu,

a

quawl infinitae in Talmudicis Rabbinicisque lectionis v&r.“
Kidder,5 inv%ﬁéokreidce of Gandell's edition of Lightfoot's Horae
gays: "Inter alios autem viios praestan”tissimos, populares nostros, qui
insignem in veter&bus saciae Scriptufae ritibua explicandis og?am navexr-
unt, merito primum locum occupsat (ut ego arbitor)Johannes Lightfoot, 5.T.
De Anlaeque - - - nonita pridem praefectus".

Chambersé gays of him, "He has done good service 10 theology by
pointing out and insisting upon the close connection between the Talmud
and - Mld%&thc writings and the New Testament, which to a‘eertain extant;
‘is only to be understood by illustrations from the anterior end oontempom
ransous religious literatures.”

Welton, to whom I am greatly indebted for material which'I'was
‘E unable to secure, says "In rabbinical lesrning he was excelled by none,

 uand had few, if any equsls. b

Welton

. 1 See page 6 of t
2 vt C! - \:’\ h o (; “il. k; a.ae .
“ . R 1y G S- n ek 2
3 Ly

4 homec lirboecan Shvensy T, 42k,

S cf page 15
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There are some who criticized Lightfoot also. Simon1 gpeaks

;. of his method in the Horae 9.9 "quel—guefois trop rabbinique" and Pibk%‘w“/
-'says of him: "The Talmud has been used in the illustration of the New
‘Testament by Lightfoot, etc. But in this department, also, its utility
:has been overestimated, and by none more than Lightfoot himself, who
"gays in the dedication prefixed to his Telmudical exercitations,. etc."
Pick mentions likewise, Isaac Vossius, who sald Lightfoot
“would have sinned less by illustrating the Evangelists from the Koran

than these "nebulae rabbinicae".

'
His opinions were attacked by Rhenford in his De decem otioses .

synagogue, Franequemae, 1686 and by Vitringa in his De decem viris otio=
s&s, Franequerse, 1687." A short statement of the whole controversy
will be found in Carpzov's Apparatus historico, Gnt. pages 310-8L2.

On the whole, however, Lightfoot's works found favor end were

widely used.

Tn addition to these stalewents, we find many ééientific works
which quote Lightfoot as an'authorityu; Thus Schurer in his "The Jew-
igh People in the.Time of Jegus Christ", quotes Lightfoot frequently{a
He agrees with him as a rule, but very often points oubt his mistakes.

Y

N UE

Thus he says in speaking of the Hssenes: "itg yewevpilbnce is well pointed

out by Lightfoot, who conjectures that the Lampsitae ére merely an off-

shoot of the lL\ﬂJsaernaes:;a"/‘L On the other hand he says,5in speaking of the

1 cf JE VIII page 84

o vide his "The Talmud - What it is and what it knows about Jesus and
his followers. pages 123 - 4.

% of Vol. I pages 10,59, 1&5, 136, 144 ITI 67, etc.etc.
4 of VoldIDiv.II page 214
5 of Vols II Dive II ps 67
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\ CRCRUY AYON M"as it is in none of these pas:ages exaztly stated
what was the case with these men, Lightfoot was able to set up the mig-
. taken hypothesis (in his Horae to Matthew IV;ZZ) that the Qecembtlosik;ere
‘offieials of the synagogue, thus making the whole number of the synagogue
officials ﬁo consist of these ten mem. This mistake called forth a |
:learne& controversy in which Rheufora ungparingly, and Vitringa more gently,
attacked Lightfoot's opinion.”

ES .
- Y I8 . »
August Wugdhe, who more than snyone else, carried on the work of

{John Lightfoot, quotes him in hisg "NeuﬁBeitrage; (@here are some who have

used Lightfoot, but f£ail to mention him by'nam@a" So, Schottgen in the
prefacé of his Horae (page 1) says "Nai Lightfootus 1yraéset, mylte non .
saltassenﬁﬂ’“ |

Nork in his "Rabbinische Quellen und Parallilen zu neutestament-
lichen sehriftsitellen, mit Benutzunglder Schriften von Lightfoot, Wet-
stein, Meuschen, Schottgen, Danz, quotes the noted English Hebraist a
pumber of times.”

Dr. jo Hamburger in his Real-lincyclopadie des JudenTthum, (Léap-
zig, 1896}, quotes Lightfoot on page 1  of the Supplemeht of the work,
and especislly on pages 49 and 787 of Supplement II, Lightfoot's works

are mentioned as authcritativd;bpdks to show the parallels between the

New Testament and the Talmud. ab/

John Gerhard? HMeuschen in the Prdef%tLo of his "Novum Testamen-

. 7
~tum ex Talmudi et Anthulta s Hebraseorum Illustratum" (Lipsese, 1836)

says: "Vix autem gpeeilegium hoc ad manus inclyZtd Johanus Lightfoote par-

1 Vide especially pages VI, 16 and 542.

o Tor instance on page IV he quotes the famous introductory paragraph of
Lightfoot's Horae Vol. III. :




Venerat, cum ille hoc, tamguam acutissimé gtimulo, iﬁ:ciﬁatus“ L
eand quotes him on pages 380, 401, 407, 409 and 410.

Henrich Laible in hisg "Jesus Christus g%;Talmund”(G. Da}man, Ber-
- 1lin, 1891) mentions'Lightfdot on pages 18 and 50.
I believe that I have pretty well exhsusted the list of books

e i
&

- which gquote John Lightfoot as authority. These quotations are but witnesse-
o8 to the resl work of the man.
Personally, I think that I have greatly benefited from the study
of John Lightfoot and his relatiom to Rabbinic lore. I was greatly‘impresgm
'edg in reading the Horae Hebraicae et Talmudicse, by the mass of rabbinic
learning which he exhibits therein, by the maze of quotations from the
Talmud, Mﬂiméﬁdes, Ibn Hzra and others. I was greatly struck by his exe-~
gotical acumen, which is evidenced by his interpretations and commenta-
ries. He makes many mistakes, wild and sad blunders, but se do others,
Jews, who by nature should have a better "sprachgefﬁhl{" for our rabbin-
ical lore.
| But, alas, I was sadly disappointed to find that John Lightfoot
was anti»Taimud, that he geemed to play the parﬁ of an ingrate; that he
slandered the very men who gave him inspiration and enlightehment.
Yot, I could not loge my respect for the man and his knowledge and
hisa work - I was oﬁly disappointeds The world owes much to Lightfoob.
; He ovened a new avenue of research, for as one of hig biographers éaid,"To
him is ascribed the credit of opening to the modmrn world the fountains
| of Talmudic learning."

My one hope is that others may be induced to study the develop-

% ment of Hebrew learning among Christians. The work is difficult, for it
demands originel research, yet the reward thereof is great; for it will

. enlighten the world and enrich its'culture and learning.

. ‘nx']‘ V( pes
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