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DIGEST 

This thesis is an examination o f t he careers of t hree na t ive 

American aotisemites from 1933 to 1941. William Dudley Pelley , Father 

Charles E. Coughlin, and Gerald L. K. Smith were chosen because they 

wer e the most popular antisemites who were not direct l y affi l iated with 

the Nazi movement: in Germany . The t hesis is restricted to t he eight 

years before America ' s P.nt rance into the Second World War because this 

period witnessed much anti- Jewish activity and sentiment in the United 

States, as well as most of the western world. 

Initially , t his work was to be primarily based on the papers o!. 

Representative Samuel Dickstein of New York . Dickstein chaired a 

Congressional committee that investigated a ntisemitism and fascism 

in the Un i ted States during the 1930 's. These papers are now kept in 

the t.merican Jewish Archives i n Cincinnati, Ohio. Although the Dick­

ste in papers were used, other source materi als i o the Archi ves were a l s o 

of great value . 

The fi rst chapter of this t hesis is a concise his tory of a nti­

semitism in the Uni ted States be gi nni ng in 16~4, when t he first group 

of Jews arrived i n t his l<nd, to 1941 , t he year Amer ica entered t he 

Second Wor l d War. Ini tially, several definitions of antisemi t ism are 

presented . The reade r is t hen given an impression of the historical 

s ituation of Ame rican J ewry in order to provirle a ge neral fr ame of 

reference from which to cons ider t he speci tic activities of the three 

fo rementiored antisemites. 



Following t he overview of antisemitism in America are three chapters 

covering t he lives and anti- Jewish manifestations of William Dudley 

Pelley, Father Char les E. Coughlin, and Ge rald L.K. Smith. Their 

activities are descri bed and examples of their antisemitism are examined. 

Tne written portion of this thesis concludes wi th a brief summar y chapter 

followed by an appendix co ntaining examples oi Father Coughlin 's writings, 

antisemitic and otherwise, from his Social Justice. 
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CHAPTER 1 

ANTISEMITISM IN THE UNI:ED 

STATES 1654 -1941 : .AN CiVER-

VIEW 

Before one can a.dequai:ely examine the caree.·s and antisemitism 

of Charl es Coughlin, William Dudley Pelley, and Ger ald L. K. Smith 

during the United States of the 1930 's , the history of antisemitism in 

this country must be summarized. The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia 

defines antisemitism as : 

, . . the movement ~o degrade Jews to an inferior position in all 
br anches of life in the countr ies in which they live . Generally, 
1t is applied to individual or group incitatioo and action to 
ci rcU.lllscribe the civil, religious and political rights oi' the 
Jews; also to hinder normal relations bet.ween Jews and non-Jews . 1 

Professor Gotthard Deutseh stated in the Jewish Encyclopedia published 

in 1901: 

.•. it may be stated that Anti-Semitism (sic) as such does not 
exist in .. . the United States, still amid the gener al class 
distinctions mai ntained in social intercourse ••• a feeli~ 
agains~ Jews manifests itself in social discriminations. 

I t i s this author's contention that Professor Deutsch 's statement was 

i ncorrect . PreJudice against J ews, albeit a~ most times mild, has 

existed in the United States as long as Jews have lived here . 

1 
"Jmt.isemitism. " The .. :niversal JeWish Encyclopedia 1 :341, 

(New York, 1939). 

2 
"Anti -Semitism,·· The JeWish Encyclopedia 1 :648, {New York , 1901). 
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The first r ecoroed occurrence of Judeopbobia in what is now the 

Unit.!d Stat.es took place in 1654. TW'enty-three Jewich passenger s f r om 

the ship St . Charles requested of Peter Stuy~esant, the Dutch ~overnor 

or New Amste rdam, permission to reside io that sett.lement. Toeir presence 

was not a t. all welcome: 

I t was bad enough that they were not insolveot • • . It was worse 
that thei r religion was not Dutch Reformed : the Di r ector -General 
{Stuyvesant) had ao use for other kinds of Protestants, let alone 
Pa,pists . But .a was worst of all that they were Jews> members 
of a ''Decei t.r'.11 race," who professed an ''abominable re ligion," 
t.o quote Stuy-;ese.nt 1 s own r hetoric . 3 

Needless to say, Stuyvesant t ried to immediately expel thes.? Jewish 

settler s . This atterupt was overruled by bis employers, lhe Dutch West 

India Company, which had some Jewish stockholders. The Jews in Colonial 

America were able to secure f'ull economic rights by the end of the 

seventeenth century; however~ full political rights were never attained 

~ 
during the colonial per iod . 

On a national level Jews have enjoyed complete political 1:reedom 

in the u~it.ed States since the Revolution . There has never been any 

religious tes~ for fUblic office nor has any state religion ever been 

established. Some s t.ates, however, required a Christian oath for office 

holders wbich proved to be a disability for Jews; Maryland abolished the 

oato in 1826 and Nor th Car olina f ollowed in 1868. 5 

3 
l.ee..rs1, Rufus, The Jews in ;..merica: A His~ry , (New 'ior k, 1972) 

p . 2b . 

4 
"Uni t e<i States," Encyclopaedia Judaica , 15 : 16~, (Jerusalem, 1971). 

5 
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, op . cit. , 1:393 . 
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T"ne fir st nativis t movement t hat incorporated Judeophobia i nto 

its program was t.he "Know Nothing ' poli t ice.l par ty of t.he rn4o Is and 

1850 's . The chief targe ts ~f t his group were new immigrants and 

Ca~holics but occas ionally they spoke out agains t Jews, as well . In 

-.;he firs t h al.1' of the ninet eenth century most i ocident.s of Jew ba-.red 

in the United Sta tes wer e small, isolated, and mainly att ributaol e ~o 

the "Shylock" type stereotype ascribed to the Jews . 6 

The firs ~ period of wi despread Judeophobia ir. the Unit~d States 

developed dur i ng the Civil War of lebl-1865 , It should be not ed tbaL 

one : s not able t o distinguish be t ween t he Union and t he Confederacy 

regarding thi s prejudice; i t was present on both sides. Judah P. 

Benjamin was known as "the br ains of Lhe Confeder acy. " At various 

~imes he served the r ebel gove r nment as Secretary of St.ate, Secre t ary 

or l~ar, and Attorney General . Jn spite of ~his veluable service Ben-

jamin was not. m m out ~is enemies i n t..he Coofeder acy who never failed 

to condemn him for nis Jewi sh bi r tb.7 

The most. notorious episode of Civil War prejudice was the issuance 

of "Gene r al Order No . 11" oy Ueneral Ulysses S . Gr an t 

The Jews , as a class v!ola ting ever y regul ation of t rade • . • 
are hereby expel.led f rom the departme~t within t wenty- four 
hours i rom t he re ce ipL of t his order. 

6 
Encyclopaedia Judaica, op. c i t ., 15:1648. 

7 
Korn, Bert r am W Amer ican Jewry and t he Civil War (Philadelphi a 1961) , 

p . 177. 

8 
Ibid. , p . 122. 



This edict, i ssued on December 17, lts62, expelleJ ell Jews f rom ~he 

Department of the Tenne ssee which included portions of Kentucky , 

Iennessee and Mississippi. 9 Wheo the J ewish community of Paducah, 

Kentucky complained t o President Abraham Lincoln the order was firmly 

revoked . Later Grant , personally, expressed deep regre t for the order 

and even helped f ight for eign antisemiti sm when he was e l ected president . 10 

Afte r the Civil War the s pecte r of social antisemiti sm arrived on 

the Amer ican scene. Suddenl.yi Jews were refused accommodations at 

cer tain resort hotels, blackballed i'rom socitl cJ.ubs and professional 

organizations, and refused admission into some private schools solely 

because of thei r religion. 11 It should be noted that many prominent 

gentiles, including the famous Christian mini s t er Henry Ward .Beecher, 

wer e quite vocal against thi s social discrimination aimed at Jews. 12 

The old adage that ' famili ari ty breeds contempt' applies directly 

to antisemitism in Lhe United States. ~ t i s hard to beli eve but in 

1870 the re were only approximaLely 225,000 Jews in the entir e country . 

Tue per1 ~d f rom 1870 to 1921 witnessed a tidal wave of 2, 500, 000 

Eastern Europe an Jewish immigrants arriving in t.hi s land seeking economic 

09por tunity ~ogether with r eligious and political f r eedom. Generally, 

9 
Encyclopaedia J ude.ica, op . ci~ . , 15 :1649 . 

10 
Yniver sal Jewish Encyclopedia, op. cit., 1:393 . 

11 
Encyclopaedia Judaica, op. ci r. ., 15:1649. 

12 
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, op . cit., 1 :391L 
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t hese new immigrant.s were poor, illiterate , and fervently Or thodox in 

their pract ice of Juda.ism. 13 As this group entered the mainstream of 

Pmerican society they stia:ulated new competition and rose in sta~us. 

However, many cf their customs still appeared quit e strange to some 

P..: •• ericans (including some Jews ) , causing the flames of antisemitism 

t.o be fanned . 14 

American Jewry did not ignore the spread of antisemi t ism but, led 

by the established Gennan Jew~sb community, formed defense organizations. 

These groups include the A .. e r ican J ewish Cammi t tee f ounded in 19o6; t he 

Ant i - Defamation League of the B'na.i Britb founded in 1913; and the American 

. 15 Jewish Congress founded in 1920. One of the earliest incidents in 

which the American Jewish Committee was called into action occurred in 

io~ . Theodore Bingham, the P lice Commissioner of New York City, wrote 

an art icle for the September issue of t.he North American Review in which 

be s t at ed that. Jews make up f'ifr.y percent of New Yor k 's criminal element, 

even t hough they account f or only t wenty- five percent of the total 

1opulation. Needless t o Sa;J, t he article caused a great furor and some 

ant isemi t ism, as well . Subsequently, the American Jewish Conunir.tee 

confront ec Bingham with some new s t ar.i stics and be was forced to writ e 

an unqualifie~ ret rac tion i n the very next issue of the m8€azine.
16 

13 
American J ewish rt s tor y Cl ass Lec tures of Dr. Jacob Marcus~ 

Spring, l972 . 

14 
Encyclopaedia Judaica, op . cit. , 1:394. 

15 
Ibid. 

16 
1Jni·1ersal Jewish Encyclopedia, op. cit., 1 :396. 
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lbe J ewi sh community of hi lant a , Georgia, suff e r ed a craumat.ic 

M\ockwave of ant.is emi ti sm with the infamous Leo Fr ank Case. Fr ank, 

a Jew and a Nor t he rner, was accused of killing Mary Phagan . She was 

a four~eo year old empl oye e at a pencil factory that Fr aok manage d 

!'or his uncle . I ronica.lly , the murder took place on Confedera t e Memor i al 

Da.y in 1913 .17 At t.hi s time the South was suffer ing an economic s l ump , 

obviously t he Jews, jn ge ner al and Leo Fr ank , in part icular, made handy 

scapegoats for t he Souther n pr ess and the Populist pol i t icians. J ewish 

stor es wer e ooycotted and ther e were some incidents of violence . It was 

patently clear \.hat. Frank was innocent, yet he was st.ill convicted on 

tbe thinne s t. threads of ci r cums tantial evide nce . In an act of s upreme 

courage John Sla ten, the n Gover nor of Georgia, commuted Fr ank' s se ntence 

1·r orn dea t . by hanging t o life imprisonment . Six weeks later a g r oup 

of the Knights of Mary Phagan~ an ad hoc antisemitic g roup, s tormed the 

prison where Frank was held, c aptured him, and lynched him nea.r Mary 

Phagan ' s house .
18 

It i s interesting t o note that these Knights of Mary 

Pt agan rechrist.ened themselves later that year as the revive d Ku Klux 

Klan . 19 

, .. conspiratory concept. of history was a prevalent not.ion among 

J\:.1er ica."ls in the de cade following Wcr ld War I as a reaction agains t the 

Bolshevi k Revol ution in rl\lssia. 'Ibe anti semitic fo r gery known as the 

17 
Golden, Harry, OUr Southe r n Landsman, (New Yor k, 1974) , p . Bo. 

18 
Ibid. , p . 87 . 

19 
~·, p . tl8 . 
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Protocols of tbe Elder s of Zion, stimulating the notion that ~be Jews 

\.>ere responsible for e. world conspiracy, was published in an 1.:-:glish 

translat ion in 1920. Io that same year , tbe Dearborn Independent, a 

weeklJ newspaper owned by automobile magnate Henry Ford, inaugurated 

a series of antisemitic ar ticles which were laie r r epr inted in booklets 
20 

ti t led Tbe International Jew. ford continued bis an t isemitism until 

1927 when economic boycot t s and various lawsuits forced him to make a 

public apology tbr ot.gh l.J.:>uis "' .: rshall, the l eader of t.be American Jewish 

Commit tee . 21 

One of the most reprehensible fonns of an tisemitism in the Uni t ed 

~ at es has been that type o! social discriminati on which excluded Jews 

f rom many scboo1s and established .. ewisb quotas a t. many ot.hers . _n 

June 1922 tbis educational discrimination became a national issue when 

It Lawrence Lowell, !'resident of l.arvard Colleze, announced that his 

111s 11it.udon ..-as considering a quot a sys tem for student s 01· the Jewish 

f ai. th . '111e Jewish leadership of this nation was appalled and react ed 

s rongly agains t. t.his ttreat , causing Lowell's pr oposal t o be rejected 

by a commi ttee of rlarvard facu1ty in ~pril 1923 .22 

20 
Urtive rsal Jewish Zucyclopedia, op. cit. , 1:396 . 

21 
~ncyclopaedia Juda.ica, op. cit. , 15:1653 . 

Ibid.. 15: 1654. 



:be Pro-Ilordic immigration laws passed by \.Ongress in 1921, 1924, 

aLd 1929 proved to be an alJllost insurmountable threat to J ews who wished 

to enter the United States. These laws stemmed f rom a oativist prejudice 

agains t Russian Jews and I i alian Catholics . Under t he new laws immigration 

was limi~ed f rom over 1 , 000, 000 people per year to ~ mere t ricltle of 

150,000. lhe law also assigned a quota for each nativn based on the number 

of i t s countrymer, residing in earlier years. Unfor tunately, the Jews 

came f rom countries with the most restric ted quo t as.
23 

During t.he 1930 ' s and early 1940 1 s antisemitism in the United States 

al.most reached a f ever pi t cb. ~~e antisemitic movements ~n this country 

could be divided into t wo di s tinct groups : (l ) those which \;ere directly 

f ine.need and directed by the .,azis in Germany, such as the Friends of 

New \lerma.n:,r, which later evolved into the German .~ .• erican Bund; (2) t hose 

native groups whicn, inspi red by t he success of the Jazis in Germany, 

at.tempt ed to use t.he Jews as a scapegoat for "the economic woes of the 

24 depress ion . :hree representatives of this second category will be 

exruined in de t ail in the chapters to follow. 

The groups wbicil were directly controlled and probably financed by 

t he Nazis in Germany we re or ganized f or propoganda purposes. The Friends 

23 
~Vinger, :i:.ee J . , :. rli s tory of the Jews int.he United St.ates , 

(!1ew i. r k, 1949 )p. 303. 

24 
Universal Jewish ~ cyclopedia, op. cit., 1:39tl. 
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oi' t.ew Germany and later the G rman-American Bund were designed to obtain 

sympathy for the Nazi regime and justif'y Nazi an t isemitism. Both organi-

zations were , for the most part, unsuccessful because Auierican public 

opinion wa.s opposed to the polici es of the Nazi government in Germany .25 

These Nazi and native anti semi tic organizations aroused so much public 

disgust that the House ot Representatives adopted a re~olution, presented 

by Congressman Samuel Dickstein of tlew York, to conduct an investigat ion 

of Nazi activit.les in the U.i t ed St ates. 26 'lbe files of this committee, 

as preserved in t.he American J ewish Archives, are the basic source of 

research f or thi s thesis. 

The G- rman-American Bund was never very strong but in the late l 930's 

it received an al.mos~ fatal blow be t ween the passage of the AJien Regis-

t ration Ac;;, requiring all agents of f oreign governmen~s to register with 

the State Department, 27 and the convic;;ion of its leader, Fritz Kuhn, 
28 

of embezzleme nt . The en tr~ce of the United s ,..ates int.o World War II 

in 1941 ended, to a great ext ent, this phase of antisemiti sm in t his 

...:ouotry . 

25 
Ibid., 1:399. 

26 
Ibid . 

'27 
Tuia. 

28 
Encyclopaedia Judaica, op , cit. , 15:i655. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE ANTISEMITISM OF WILLIAM 

DUDLEY PELLEY 

While William Dudley Pelley was not the most famous or successful 

native antiaemite in the United States during ~he 1930's , his career was 

quite colc>t:ful and should be examined . The main source used in the inves-

tigation of Pelley's exploits is the papers of Congreaa111an Samuel Dickstein 

of New York, then Chairman of the House Un-American Activities Committee, 

in the American Jewish Archives located on the campus of the Hebrew Union 

College- Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnat i , Ohio. The format of 

this and the following two chapters, will be to, initially, give some 

biographical data about the subject followed by some examples of his 

antisemitism. 

William Dudley Pelley was born on March 12, 1890 in Lynn, Massachusetts. 

29 
Ria father was a l-lethodist minister. According to Pelley's autobiography 

titled The Door to Revelation his paternal family was of English descent , 

settling in Newfoundland from the eighteenth tbrough the nineteenth cen• 

turies; his maternal fa.mily was of colonial t>tock who served in both the 

American Revolution and the Civil War.
30 

As a young man Pelley: 

29 
Pelley, William Dudley, The Door to Revelation , pp. 3-4, (Asheville). 

30 
New York Times, July 2, 1965, p. 27. 



••• worked on various newspapers in New England and 
served in a Young Hen's Christian Association vith 
American troops in Siberia at tbP. end of World War I. 
As a writer, he had achieved some success with short 
stories and screenplays before turning to politic•. 
He switched career&, he wrote, vhen be "Died and went 
to heaven" for seven minutes in 1928 ••• he teatified 
that he had been in daily contact with an oracle who 
predict5~ the riae of Hitler and directed the Silver 
Shirts. 

11 

It is poaaible for one to draw three conclusions about the early 

career of William Dudley Pelley. He was a frustrated intellectual. Bis 

reaction to hi s l ack of success was rage toward the parties be thought 

were responsible - be never blamed himself. Final l y , Pelley had a pro-

32 
blem vith religion that was difficult for him to solve. 

Pelley's frustrated intellectual strivings and his lack of success 

can be eaeily connected. Throughout his life Pelley always stood on the 

threshold of fame and esteem, a threshold that he would never cross. The 

origin of these frustrations may be trac~d to Pelley'a fou rteenth year 

when he was forced to quit school in order to support his fami ly during a 

period of economic distress. Pelley's anxiety intensified with the failure 

of various business ventures, coupled with his lack of success in his 

marriage. In the 1920 's , he had some good fortune with var ious short 

stories, novels and screenplays. Although he never became an outstanding 

literary figure, he was still famous enough to be inc luded ln Who's Who in 

America, beginning with the 1924-25 edition: 

31 
Ibid. 

32 
Strong, Donald s. , Organized Anti-Semitism in America, pp. 43-44 , 

(Washington, 1941). 
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33 

Io the late 1920 1 8 Pelley found an answer to hie religious doubts and 

a release from the nervous tension caU.Bed by his unstable professional 

l ife. Re became a spiritualist. William Dudley Pelley left the real 

world and entered an existence of unreality where one could find solace 

conversing with one's deceased relatives. The truth , that Pelley could 

not compete with his peers in the literary world, was forgotten. Pelley'• 

shortcomings were suddenly of no consequence to him for the "subliminal 

world is the real world." Therefore, his world of strife and frust rat ion 

34 
was only an illusion . 

Although Pelley embraced spiritualism aa an escape from reality he 

quickly discovered that the marketinf, of this ''truth" could be quite 

lucrative . In 1930 Pelley established four spiritualistic enterprises 

in Asheville, North Carolina: Ga lahad Press, Galahad College, the 

Foundation for Christian Economics, and the League for Liberation. 35 

Pelley's reason for choosing Asheville for his base of operat i on is 

rather interesting: he perceived, clairvoyantly, that a great cataclysm 

33 
Who's Who in America 1924-1925, p. 2528, (Chicago, 1924) • 

34 
Strong, Op. Cit., p. 44. 

35 
Marcus, Sheldon, Father Coughlin, p . 147, (Boston, 1973). 
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36 
v~• coming, after which, Asheville would be the only city left. His 

businesses produced many tracta on apiritualiam and a monthly magazine 

titled Liberation which offered initially: 

• •• in.atruction and inspiration from sources above 
and beyond mortality ••• contents of thia magazine , 
unless otherwise designated, vere received 'clair­
aucliently' via the Paycbic Radio, from Great Soula , 
vho have graduated out of this three- dimensional 
world into other areaa of time and space . 37 

At firat Liberation was pure spiritualism, antisemitism was a later 

development in tne magazine. 

Spiritualism did not fulfill all of Pelley 1 a hunger for success. 

He manifested delusions of grandeur in the form of antisemitism to hide 

his other frustrations. William Dudley Pelley would be the savior of 

the United States. Alone, he would lead a movement vhich would banish 

tbe Jews from pover: 38 

On January 31, 1933, Pelley founded t he Silver Shirts, an organiza-

tion patterned after Adolf Bitler'• Schutz Staffel . In fact, he fondly 

referred to himself ae the "American Hitler." Initially, the Silver 

Shirts attracted many former members of the Ku Klux Klan; even though 

Catholics were not openly barred from membership many local uni ts dia-

39 couraged their participation. 
36 

Strong, Op. Cit. 

37 
~ .. p. 187. 

38 
~ .. pp. 44-45. 

39 
Ibig., p. 47. 



The official requirements for membership were: 

Either men or women over the age of eighteen years 
may be members but only persona of the Christian 
faith are acceptable or vill be recognized. 

14 

The Silvei: Shirt• reached their numerical zenith in early 1934 vhen they 

l i ated 15,000 people on their rolls. Geographi cally, the Silver Shirta 

were atrongest along the Pacific Coast with relatively few chapters 
40 

e .. t of the Appalachians. 

It is interesting to note that the constituency of Pelley's Silver 

Shirts was oveivhelmingly middle class. Doctors, lawyers, small business-

men, and Protestant miniaters made up a substantial percentage of the 

organization, There appeared to be an almo~t complete absence of manual 

laborers i n the group. The Silver Shirts also proved to attract quite a 

few German-Americans; it was documented that seventy-five percent of 
41 

the audience at a Silver Shirt meeting in New York City were Germana. 

Pelley used bis Silver Shirt unita as centers for distribution of 

fascistic literature in the United Statea. From his ovn Pelley Publishers 

came Liberat i on magazine which was first published in 1930 as a magazi ne 

42 
totally devoted to apiritu~liam. Pelley later changed the name of thia 

magazine from ~iberation to Pelley'a Weekly. He alao publi shed the Silver 

Legion Banger, an antisemitic periodical. Pelley'• group vaa alao 

connected With Josef Goebbel'a World Service, the Nazi Eoglia' language 

propaganda organ, by distributing Hitler's Mein Kampf and the anti-Jewish 
40 
~ • • pp. 50-51. 

41 
.!l?..1.2. • pp . 5 3-54. 

42 
~ •• p. 49 . 
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writings of Julius Streicher. 43 

One could legitimately ask why William Dudley Pelley vas an antiaemite. 

A probable anawer is that this is the one road which he traveled that led 

to real fame. He achieved some degree of success with his ventures into 

writing and spiritualism but the flashy uniforms and boisterous groups 

he founded by imitating the Hitler movement in Gennany gave him a greater 

amount of national visibility. Pelley'• mystical belief that he was lhe 

"American Hitler" demonstrated the bravado of this man. 

The Silver Shirt movement never really developed because of conatant 

financial problems. During World War It William Dudley Pelley was tried 

and convicted on the charge of sedition. He served eight years of a 

fifteen year sentence; after his parole in 1950 Pelley officially retired. 

44 
He died on June 30, 1965. 

Pelley'• own brand of antisemitism is anything but original; it ia 

snide, sick, and full of all the old c liches. Let us look at some examples : 

In Pelley'• autobiography, while explaining his Family's presence in 

Newfoundland he also takes a swipe at Washington during the New Deal: 

Pelleys are, indeed as ~on11110n in NewfoundlaRg aa 
Finkelbaums in the Washington Government ••• 

During the period before World War II Pelley published many pam-

phlets. One of them was titled: "Famous Jew Baitera of History". ":'his 

43 
H&rcua, Op. Cit . 

44 
New York Times, Op. Cit. 

45 
The Door to Revolution. Op. Ci t . 
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work conshta of a Uat of quotations attributed to famous people from 

Cicero and Jesus to Charles Evans Rughes denouncing the Jewa aa cheats, 

46 
cowards, communists and barbarians. In reading this pamphlet it is 

blatantly obvious that many of the quotes were taken grossly out of 

context . 

I n another pamphlet, "Dupes of Judah," Pelley voiced the straight 

Nazi Party line on World War I. He pictured the war as a situation in 

which : 

The Aahkenazic Rothschild• had the big bank roll 
behind Ge1'1Dany and the Central Poversi the Sephardic 
Samuel& had the4~ig bank roll behind Engl8nd, France, 
and the Al lies. 

At the same time Pelley also attacked against the Roosevelt administration 

and accused them of starting hostilities, anew: 

I koow ••• vith the "kikea" swanning into the Federal 
Administr ation ••• witb their hate and chagrin over 
Hitler added to their vast New Deal flop , the whole 
Von Rath episode coupled with Japan's winning of the 
Chi~a war - gives Roosevelt and his White House 
Sanhedrin precisely the op~rtunity they wanted to 
heat us up to War fever ••• 

The type of pamphlet with a question and answer fonnat has been 

widely used by both Jews and antisemites, alike. Pelley was no exception 

46 
Pelley, William Dudley, "Famous Jew Baitera of History." 
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when be published "45 Questions Most Frequently Asked About the Jews 

With Answers By Pelley . " Following are three representat i ve questions 

with his answers: 

Should we say that Jews are members of a race or 
followers of a religion? 
The Jews, according to blood tests made in English 
laboratories, belong to one of tbe dlvisions of 49 
the Oriental - or yellow branch of the human family . 

Why do today's Jevs make such an ungodly bother 
about returning to Palestine as a race? 
The Jews do not want to return to Palestine ••• 
they would.n 't be happy livin~ with one another 
without Gentiles to exploit. 0 

To which branch of Jews (Askenazic or Sephardic) 
did Jesus Christ belong? 
Jesus Christ belonged to neither branch •• • the 
only true Jews are from the tribe of Judah ••• 
He. ,,did not come from tha~ 1tribe. Christ was 
a Galilean and a Nazarene, 

The Dickstein Papers also include correspondence relating to Pelley, 

His antisemitism was poorly concealed as a form of anti-Communism as one 

can see from a portion of the following letter sent to Mr . Dickstein: 

49 

50 

This organization (Silver Shirts) pretends to 
fight Communism. It asks subisc"t'iptions of $25.00 
a year for the esoteric information it gives out, 
and makes quite a mystery of it by way of obtaining 
subscriptions . 

The anti-Communism, however, of this organization 
seems to take entirely the form of anti-Semitism, aod 
there are notes of sympathy with Hitler , which sugiests 
the impos1ibility of its being a Nazi organization: 

It represents Gentile Communists as being entirelJ
2 dupes of Jewish Communists. which is of course rot. 

Pelley, William Dudley, "45 Questi ons ••• " . p. 15. 

~-· p. 31. 

51 
I.b id., p. 36 . 

52 
Letter from Francis Ralson Welsh to Samuel Dick.stein . 
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Many issues of Pelley's Liberation can be found in the Dickstein 

Papers. The following ares representative sample of headlines of variou.a 

articles giving a clue to the focus of his antisemitism: 

53 
More Jews if Italy Goes Nazi 

54 Yiddish Rabbi Heads Drug Ring 55 Know F.D.R. Aa the Jewish High Priest 56 
Can Congreu Set Up A Five Jew Government? 

Each issue also contains a column filled with anti-Jewish "Gema" 

cleverly titled: "Neva Behind the Jews - Jews Behind the News." In one 

article Pelley even pre-dated Ritler wi th the following warning: 

Now, if ever, the Sona of Jacob must take a last 
desperate gamble and find out if they can actually 
seize the government of the country before the 
vigilante storm breaks and a major part of the 
7,000,000 Yiddiahera who have managed to get into 
this country over the P!'t ten ye•ra are slated for 
desperation - or worse. 

It is easy to see that the antisemitism of William Dudley Pelley 

from 1933 to 1941 was that of a ''penny ante" Hitler. Mr. Pelley modeled 

his thought, behavio r and pronouncements after those of the German Nazi 

l~ddership, and as such in hindsight, he appears to have been quite 

un.aucceaaful and unoriginal. 
53 

Pelley, William Dudley, Liberation, July 14, 1938. 
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Liberation, August 14, 1938. 
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Liberation, December 21, 1938 . 
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Liberation, December 28, 1938. 
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Chapter Three 

THE ANTISEMITISM OF FATHER CHARLES COJGRLIN 

In a positive sense Father Charles E. Coughlin was a pioneer and 

ahead of his time . The 1920's saw the birth of the Uledia phenomenon 

of coD111ercial radio. At first, broadcasting was perceived as a source 

of entertainment and news. Father Coughlin discove~ed and developed 

radio as a for11m for propaganda, be it reli.gious or political. It 

is sad that Father Coughlio 1s idea of social justice contained a poisonous 

dose of antiseD1itism and was eagerly swallowed by an America in the 

throes of an economic depression . 

Charles Edward Coughlin was born on October 25, 1891, to Thomas 

and Amelia Coughlin in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Both parents were 

of pure Irish descent.58 Thomas Coughlin made a good living , when 

Charles was born be was the foreman at a bakery and owned a comfortable 

four room house in a middle class Irish neighborhood. When Charles was 

fifteen months old his mother gave birth to a daughter, Agnes, who 

nied at the age of three months. After Agnes' death, Charles, as the 

only child of the Coughlin family, received all of the attention and 

59 
affection his parents could give. 

Beside his parents, Charles' other most significant influence was 

58 
Block, Maxine, editor, Current Biography, New York: The H. W. 

Wilson Co . , 1940, p. 199 . 
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the Roman Catholic Church. When he was an infant the family moved to a 

new home bordering the grounds of St. Mary's Church. The future priest 

would serve St . Mary 's as an altar boy and attend her par i sh school. 

In addition to being a good student, Charles developed the ability to 

60 
exoell in athletics. 

After Char les graduated f rom St. Mary's at age thirteen, he matri-

culated to the high school at St. Michael 's College in Toronto . The 

college was organized to train pries ts to serve the archdiocese of 

Toronto. This was Charles' first experience &way from his parents. 

The separation proved to be painful for all, but they eventually adjusted. 

Once again Charles proved to be a creditable scholar and a good athlete. 

Ironically, the one course he had trouble with was economics; thirty 

years later he wou l d be a self-proclaimed expert on the subject. He 

61 
was a popular student and elected president of his graduat ing class. 

When he graduated from St. ~achael's, his parents sent him to 

Europe as a graduation gi ft. Coughlin was unsure which vocation to 

pursue - the Church or politics. As much as he loved t he Church he 

was also strongly attracted to the opportunities for power within the 

secular political arena . The European trip gave him time to plan a 

course of action . He w~uld have the best of both worlds and attempt 

60 
~ • • p . 14. 

61 
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what few Nortb American priests had tried, to that day . Charles Coughlin 

decided ~o comhiae priest ly duties with the quest for political power. 

Charles Coughlin entered St. Basil ' s Seminary, next to St. Michael's, 

t o prepare in earnest for the priesthood. He proved to be a rebellious 

szmioariaa whose superiors seriously questioned whether the priesthood 

was his correct vocation. At various times, he was punished by belng 

62 
cut off from all social contacts and sent to arduous manual labor. 

The seminary also proved Coughlin with some positive experiences. 

Dur ing his senior yea r Coughlin made an extensive study of Pope Leo XIII's 

roted encyclical, RerJm Novum, a Catholic response to Marx and the 

industrial revolution. Unfortunately, Coughlin's studies ia American 

his to :-y and 0overnment were quite meager. He approached his task of 

saving America from a position of unschooled ignorance about the nation 

63 
itself. 

Charles Coughlin was ordained as a priest at St. Basil ' s Church 

on June 29, 19 16 . His first position was as a teacher at Assumption 

College in Sand•1ich, Ontario, not fe r from Detroit , Michigan . Since 

there wcs a shortage of priests in the Detroit area , he was assigned to 

64 
St. Agnes' Church in that city on weekends . 

Coughlin proved t o be an aggressive priest and his superiors in 

the Detroit area hastened to use him to stimulate church attendance. 

62 
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1n 1926 Bishop Michael Gallagher decided to erect a church in the suburb 

of Royal Oak. This was not as easy as it would seem. At that time there 

was less than thirty Catholic families in the Royal Oak and to make 

matters worse, tbe area was a hot bed of Ku Klux Klan anti-Catholicism. 

The bishop knew that bis chance for success was slim unless he could 

place an ambitious, enthusiastic priest in the new parish. Gallagher knew 

that Coughlin was the man, so he co1t111anded him to: 

Build a church at the crossroads of faith 
and religious persecution ••• in Royal Oak -
in the midst of the fiery hatred of Ku Klux Klanis m. 
Build your church there in the wilderness. 
Name it the Shrine of the Little Flower. 
Mak.e it a missionary @'sis in the desert 
of religious bigotry. 

The original Shrine of the Little Flower Church was a simple wooden 

bui.ld ing with a seating capacity of six hundred worshippers. The church 

was immediately beset by financial problems and t he threat of the Klan. 

1\lo weeks after the church was completed, the Klan burned a cross on 

t he l awn and left a simple, buc ominous , message: "Move f rom Royal Oak. 1
' 

Father Coughlin did not scare easily and he vowed that on the very spot 

the Klan burned its cross: 

65 

Some day we will build a church and raise 
its cross so high to t he sky thg~ neither 
man nor beast can burn it down. 

~ •• pp. 22-23. 
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I bid. 
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Coughlin had never forgotten his quest for political power. He 

was ooe of the first people who saw in radio the ability to reach 

great masses of people with bo th his religious and socio- economic views. 

Ris voice, he knew, was his greatest ~set and what better way to 

stimulate interest in his rather remote church than through his dynamic 

personality. Some of his parishioners were skeptical and even scandalized 

by the notion of taking religion out of the church and putting it on 

the air . In spite of his congregants' objections Coughlin was determined 

to go on radio . Alt hough his parishioners objected, his superior Bishop 

Gallagher, was enthusiastic . His congregants thought that the br oadcast 

would be an expensive burden on them. Therefore, Coughlin sought and 

received the ~ponsorship of Dick Richards, owner of radio station WJR. 

On October 17, l Y26, father Coughlin made his radio debut , His sermon 

topic was the importance of religion in man ' s life.
67 

Between 1926 and 1930, Coughlin ' s progr ar.;1111ing consisted of reli-

gious sermons and talks to children. These b roadcasts did not &ain 

him the faoe or status that he wished for nimselt . 68 
On January 12, 

: 30, Father Coughlin abrupt ly changed the forcat of h i s program. His 

sermon , t hat Sunday, was a scathing attack on both Bolshevism and 

Socialismj he never bothe red to distinguish the tw~ ideologiea . 69 
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During broadcasts on subsequent Sundays he de l ive-red tirades against 

prohi ui t ion, t hen Presiaent Herbert Hoover, and the Russian Communist 

threat t n America. These political-religious hours brought thousands 

of congratulatory letters, many containing contribu tions. In order to 

handle t his new popularity, Fat her Coughlin o r ganized the Radio League 

~f t he Ll.. ttle Flower. 7° F h C hl " h d f d 1 · · 1 ~ at er oug in a oun 11s metier at ast. 

Radio was the medi um thr ough w:iich he could combine his pr ies t ly 

functions with his quest fo r political po-wer . 

It is difficult for those bor n and r eared on t e levis ion t o realize 

t he hypnotic quality of some human voices on rad io . Frankl in Delano 

Roosevelt, Adolph Hitler, and t o a somewhat lesse r extent, Father Coughlin, 

had powerful mesmerizing speaking s tyles. Father Coughlin's voice was 

described as: 

70 

71 

Wartned by a touch of Irish br ogue ) 
it could be hi gh and plaintive or 
deep and solemn , He could use it 
liKe a violin, running arpeggios 
with it and making the listen in~ 

expe r ience a .nemorable one l ong 
after the tri lled rrr ' s had faded 
away . 
(It was) a voice of such mellow rich­
ness, such manly, heart-warming, con­
fidential intimacy and i ngratiat ing 
charm, that anyone turning past it 
almost automatical l y returned to hear 
it again ••• It was without doubt one of 
ci1e gr eat speaking voices of the 
twentieth centur y . 71 

Bloc, Op.Ci t. 

Bennet t , Op . Ci~ •• pp . 35- 36. 
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Coughlin 's popularity ao the 'radio priest' spread . In 1930 he 

was heard over the sixteen stations of the Columbia Broadcasting System 

in a series of twenty- seven weekly sermons. 72 He stirred up controversy 

with his political sennons to the point that CBS officials suggested 

thPt he me l low his delivery . The priest was furious and on his next 

program he gave a scathing attack on the network 's feeble attempt at 

censorship. A few months later CBS dropped Father Coughlin's pr ogram and 

opted for a n~w religious pr ogram with nonpolitical preachers. At this 

point Fat her Coughlin tried t o get on the National Broadcasting Company's 

network but they rejected him. Undaunted , by 1932, he set up his own 

private network t hat would reach more listeners than CBS. 73 

In 1932, Father Coughlin put all his influence beh i nd getting Frankl in 

Delano Roosevelt elected President of the United States. The priest was 

i mpressed with Roosevelt's desire for cheaper currency and the entire 

notion of a Nev Deal for the American people. The candidat e promised 

Coughlin, in a private meeting, that the priest would be his close 

advisor on economic and social problems . The sincer i t y of Roosevelt's 

promise l& questioonable, but his courting of t he 'radio priest' with 

his huge listening audience was a clever 74 move . Coughlin was a 

dynamic spokesman for Roosevelt as one can see in a select ion of his 

campaign oratory: 

72 

73 

74 

It is either Roosevelt of ruin ••• 
(Roosevelt was) the Lincoln leading 
the fight against financial slaver v. 

I bid . , p . 33 . 

Ibid., p. 37 . 

Marcus , Op.Cit . , p . 46. 
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Coughlin also proclaimed that to stop Roosevelt equaled stopping 

progress. 75 

It is important for the reader to note that at this time, indeed 

until around 1938 , Father Coughlin could not have been considered an 

antisemite. 

In spite of Roosevelt ' s pre-election promises to Coughlin, the 

President felt bothered by the meddlesome priest w~th his unsolicited 

advice. Roosevelt did not want to be used by Coughlin. When the New 

Deal adopted programs which seemed to come from C~ughlin's theories, 

the priest suffer ed grave misunderstandings and deluded himself into 

th nking t hat the New Deal was his creation. The administration, on 

the other hand, thought of him only as helpful propagandist whom they 

76 
could use. 

It was inevitable that Father Coughlin break with Roosevelt and 

the New Deal . He lusted for leadership, without competition, as he 

told his radio audience: 

•.• the dictionary defines demagogues as 
'the leadei of the people'. I plan to be 
a dem,7o gue in the origi nal sense of the 
word. 

His magnificant voice combined with his controversial opinions earned 

him more listeners than either Gracie Allen or Rudy Vallee. Po~tmaster 

General , James A. Farley, reported to President Roosevelt in 1935, that 

75 
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i n the past twenty months the priest and his Radio League of the Little 

Flower had received over four million dollars in muney order contribu-

tions. Coughlin not only contributed this money to charity bu t he 

a l so invested heavily in government bonds and automobile stocks . His 

new resources also enabled him to hi r e priests and resource personnel 

78 
to serve his burgeoning empire. When Father Coughlin began to criti• 

cize President Roosevelt, the administration discredited him. They 

discovered that his drive to return the country to a silver standard 

was partly se lfish; tte priest, through his secretary, owned more silver 

than anyone else i n M1chigan!
79 

In 1934 Coughlin founded the National Union for Social Justice. 

His goal was to forge his audience into a political movement . The 

response of his audience was encouraging , 200,000 people sent for member-

ship applications in the first two weeks after t he broadcast! The 

membership was open, Protestants and Jews, a s w~ll as Catholics were 

invited to j oin. Thos e who joined the National Union were asked to 

sign a pledge supporting i~s sixteen basic principles. This Coughlin 

cat chism was a mixture of Populist phltlosophy and Papal encyclicals 

combined with parte of the platforms of the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Part y 

and the Wisconsin Progr ess i ve Party . It is interesting to note that 

ne ither democratic governme nt nor f r ee speech were endorsed in Coughlin's 

principles.
80 

(See Appendix for Principles, in t oto). 
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By 1936, his break vi~h Roosevelt was complete and irrevocable , 

Father Coughlin joined with Dr. Francis Townsend, a physician from 

Califo r nia with a radical pens i on plan, and Gerald L,K. Smith, at 

that time known as a disciple of t he l ate Huey Long, t o form a Union 

Par t y to defeat the President in his bid for re-election . Coughlin 1s 

break with Roosevelt is signified by his change of slogans: 1932-

''Rooaevelt or ruio"; 1936- Roosevelt and ruin". 
81 

This year was 

further significant for Coughlin because on March 13, 1936, he published 

the first i ssue of his weekl y magazine-newspaper, Social Just ice . For 

six years, unti l 1942 , t he magazine would , t oget her with his radio 

d hi . i 82 program, sprea s optn ons . I nitial ly, t he newspaper pr omot ed the 

new political party. The June 22 , 1936 issue of Social Justice announced 

t hat William Lemke, a Congressman f r om North Dakota, was the Presidential 

candidate of the Union Party . In a speech to the party convention, the 

paper r e por t ed that Father Coughlin charged t hat the money change rs were 

a t che bottom of the world depression and that the Union Party would 
83 

solve the nation's financial woes, just how was not elaborated. 

Although Fathe r Coughlin was not openly antisemitic until 1938, 

his associat es knew indeed he was and t hat he possessed a lar ge library 

. 84 
of entisemttica. At t he Nationa l Convention of the Nat ional Union 

for Social Justice , Coughlin, in a rather confusing manner, lectured to 
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some reporters. His true feelings were quite evident: 

The priest challenged all Jews to adopt 
the Christian view of "love thy neighbor 
as thyself" in place of the old Hebrew 
law of "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth. " Coughlin tried to explain how 
the unjust treatment of the Jews by the 
Christians had forced the Jews to become 
moneylenders ••• After building quite a 
strong case against Christians for the 
cruel treatment they inflicted upon the 
oppressed Jews, be suddenly switched and 
implied strongly that the t ime had come 
for the Jews to mend their ways and act 
like good Christians • • • i t was a very con• 
fusing performance, but it is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that it revealed 
definite hostility against the Jews on 
the part of the priest, conscious or oot. 
Severely criticized by t he Detroit Jewish 
Chronicle for this speech, Coughlin absolu­
tely denied any antisemitism and took pains 
to show that he had been equally critical 
of gentile money interests such as the 
House of Mor gan . 85 

29 

For thii> thesis the writer has read the issues of Social Justice 

dated the first week of each month from 1936 t o 1941. During 1936, 

Social Justice was , ot overtly antisemitic . Big hankers, in general, 

were attacked whether their last nal'lle was Morgan, Rockefeller, or 

Rothschild . Indeed , an unsigned letter to the editor, allegedly written 

by a Jew, told Father Coughl in: 

85 

• •• As a Jew , I protest against any slander 
that comes from my own kind, because I 
be lieve you are ggE best friend the Jewish 
people ever had. 

Tull, Charles J., Father Coughlin and the New Deal, Syr acuse: 
Syracuse University Press, 1965, p. 141. 

86 
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It should be noted that the paper printed this last phrase in a sub-

stantially darker typeface, In the December 21, 1936 issue, there 

was an article which intimated that the abdication of King Edwar41 VII 

of England was a "bankers plot " , the bankers in question were the 

87 
Rothschilds, Even f rom this article i t is difficult to assess 

whether Coughlin wished to be antisemitic or just anti- ba nker, 

Father Coughlin vowed that if William Lemke was not elected 

President in 1936, he would go off the air. Lemke, obviously, was 

defeated and Cocghlin returned t o the air early in 1936 , According to 

hi m, it was the dying request of Bishop Michael Gallagher t hat he resume 

SI> 
broadcasting. In retrospect, Coughlin's foray ~nt~ t he 1936 elections 

l os t him supporters among moderates and pushed him further towards t he 

right wing fringe , His orator y even outraged t he Vatican. The pope 

89 
forced him to apologize for calling Roosevelt a "liar". 

He even s ent t he Va tican Secretary of State, Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli 

(late r elected Pope Pius XII), to warn Cougblin's superiors to keep him 

under control , Unfortunately either Coughlin did not l isten, or t he 

90 
bishops over him were i ntimidated by his power base. 
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Before 1937, Social Justice took an anti- Hitler stance. But, 

as of May 1937, the paper changes position somewhat, i t becomes strongly 

anti- war, blaming rearmament on Stalin. Social Justice also begins to 

apo logi ze for Nazi Germany: 

Germany would not be arming herself to the teeth, 
today, weakening herself as a conunercia l nation ••• 
were it not for the ever9~os t ile military force 
on her eastern frontier. 

The tone of the pape r with r egard to the Jews, gradually changed as 

well. Coughlin was not ye t openly antisemitic; however, t he articles 

began to focus on Jews, rrimarily, as vi llains on the world scene and 

the letters t o the editor became a f orum fo r antisemitic opinions . 

Father Coughlin mildly initiated his antisemitic stance. I n 

Ja11uary 1937 in the "Questions and Answers" colu1nn , the followint ques-

tioa was posed: 

Yl 

92 

Ques t ion : Did Kar l Ha r x ever attack private 
money creation privileges and international 
Lankers? 
Answer: No, his whole system proposed not 
t he abolition of illicit private money creation 
and destruction powers, but its consol idation 
under a system of complete economic, pol itical 
and religious domination of9~he entire world 
by a few internat i onalists. 

SJ, May 3 , 1Y37, 111:1 7, p . 12 . 

~, January 4, 1YJ7, III:l, p. 4 . 
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The phrases "int e r nat ional )Jankers and internationalists" wou ld soon 

become code words fo r J ews. Perhaps, even her~. Coughlin wished to 

intimate a Jewish conspiracy when he writes of " • •• religious domination 

of the entire world by a few iriternationalists. " 

At this point it is necessary to answer the question: Why was 

Father Cough l in antisemitic? The bes t explanation is suppli~d by 

Sheldon Marcus in his book , Jatber Coughlin• Analyzing t he priest, 

he observed~ 

He bad a few firm convictions beyond his 
hatred of Colnlllunism and a rather t raditiona l 
feeling of ant i - Semitism which in the early 
part of the twentieth cent ur y was more con­
doned then criticized by the Church. His 
early exposu r e to anti- Semitism in t he Church 
circles in which he had received his training 
left its mark on him •• • 

This early exposure to anti-Semitic views and 
his later bitterness toward Rooseve l t and t he 
men a r ound him, many of whom were Jewish, 
brought Coughlio's anti- Semitism to the sur­
face • •• he knew that Ri~ler had pr~fited 
immensely from damni ng t he J ews. He also knew 
that many Airericans were still bitter and 
frus t rated - possibly enough to enable him t o 
recoup what ne thought t o be his declining 
appeal if he could show t hat the J ews were 
tied io with the Communists on one hand and 
the int e:r national banke rs on the other and 
that the Jews were influer.cing the decision­
making9grocess of governments throughout the 
world . 

As forementioned, i n 1937 the letters t o the editor came f requently 

from antisemi t es . Here are a few examples: This f irst letter was sisned 

93 
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'War Nurse . " 

While we are busy preaching strict 
neutrality, t he war lords, the 
Rothschilds, -Warburgs • • • Baruchs, 
wou ldn't by any ch&nce be just a§4 
bus y outsmarting us, would they? 

33 

I n a letter given t he title, "Per secuted Jews Aids l'e rsecu::ors," 

virtually every antisemitic stereotype is presented: 

The Jews, as a close kni t and absorption 
defying people, have successfully main­
tained their identity and raised their 
standard of living in this country through 
the good offices of high-minded Christians. 

It seems, however, that all this mas made 
them overbold and even arr ogant in their 
attitude toward others • 

• • • we find these same Jews, who crief "Wolf" 
so vociferously whe~ their own interests 
were effected, actually aiding and abetting 
in the brutal destr•Jction of Christians by 
ending th~!r support to this anti-Christian 
movement. 

One reader writes from Ge rmany that he is ve r y inter ested in 

Cou6 hlin's paper . He particularly likes the way Social Justice describes 

his fatherland, In rlosing, he gives one other attitude: 

94 
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I believe that everything possible should 
be done to smash ••• misrepreseatation and 
the many 95ewish lies about national socialist 
German • 

SJ , April 5 , 1937, III:l4, p . 10. 

SJ, May 3, 1937 III:l7, p . 11. 

~. June 7, 1937, I II:23, p. 9. 
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Social Justice's antisemitic stance was further manifested in 1937 

oy an article titled 11Russian Revolution Fi , anced by Bankers," The. 

article alleges that Imperial Russia was punished by the Bolshevik 

Revolution because the czar did not listen to the int e r national banker s . 

These bankers are identified as Jacob H. Schiff, Kuhn, Loeb and Company, 

and the Rothschild family , 97 

Coughlin even went so far as t o have sympathy for President Roose-

velt at the expense of the Jews. He laments that one of the President's 

advisors is the: 

••• assistant President of t he United States , 
Bernard Baruch . Mt . Baruch's counsel was 
poison to Harding, to Coolidge, to Wilson, 
and to Hoover. It always was and always wil,8 
be the poison counsel of the money changers. 

The same issue of Social Justice which condemned Bernard Baruch also 

contained a bigoted article titled "On the Trail of the Money Changers'' 

by Bobert Rernphill. The article is a scathing indictment of the Roth-

schild fa.mi ly, one of Coughlin 1 s favori t e tar gets. The Bothschild firm 

is poi. :edly referred to as a "Jewish bankinp house" and t he arti cle 

i mplies that the family, through subterfuge and coercion, had managed 

::o gain control of the European continent. Mr . Hemphill, the author 

of this piece, is termed a "widely known financial authority"; his lack 

97 
Ibid., p. 1. 

98 
~. August 2, 1937, 111: 31, p. 4 . 
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of fiscal knowledge is marched only by his voluminous antisemi tism . 99 

During 1937, Socia l Justice a1so demonstrated covert antisemitism 

through the use of edi;orial cartoons and pictures accompanied by cap-

tions. The April 5tn issue has a part icularly unflattering picture of 

Fiorello H. La Guardia . Re is labeled 11Public War Maker No. 111 and 

100 
a l so refe rred t .J as "New York's Jewish- Italian Mayor . " A typical 

antisemitic pluy of drawing the devil with semitic features can be 

seen in an edito rial cartoon in t he August 2nd issue. The devil is 

congratulating an international banker for keeping the public unaware of 

101 
the true shape of the nation . (See appendix fo r bot h La Guardia 

picture and edi t orial cartoon) • 

Due to pr essure from t he Vatican aimed at Coughlin and his superiors, 

he was taken off the air but in the latter part of that year Social 

I 

Justice proudly announced that the pries t would resume his programs 

early in 1938 . The article stated that "all good Americans, including 

102 
Jews , welcome t his great event . " 

In the year 1938, Fathe r Coughlin became an overt aoti•emite. 

Even before then, £.S ear ly as -936 . Coughlin began to make a'lti•Jewi.;h 

remarks. These statements did not go unnoticed by the Jewish cormnunity . 

99 
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When the priest spoke of the money changers and international bankers the 

only names mentioned were Jewish. The Detroit Jewish Chronicle cballenged 

him on this point. He d id not respond directly but an aTticle in Social 

Justice denied the charges while it compared "good Jews" and atheistic 
103 

Jews", concluding that there was a Jewish question in the United States . 

This categorizing of Jews into a "good" group, which Coughlin claimed 

that he liked and admired, and an "atheistic" group which he hoped to 

ferret out and destroy was one of the recurring motifs in the 'radio 

priest ' s' antisemitism. Also, he was constantly warning his Jewish 

listeners: 

,,,don't forget this is a Christian r8fion -
let's not overwork this democracy • • • 

Coughlin 1s antisemitism during 1938 began as mild and covert, but 

as the year progressed it became harsher, overt and threatening . The 

February 7, 1938 Social Justice contained a t ypical tirade against the 

"international bankers" which told bow they hatched their ''plots'' : 

103 

104 

105 

The founder of the Federal Reserve System, 
the Warburgs, are also members of Kuhn- Loeb 
and Company. Jacob Schiff was also a member 
of Lhis bauking firm. Thus though they 
secure the appointments of key men to front 
fo r their operations, the international bankers 
remain Y6~creetly ir. the background, issuing 
orders . 

Marcus, Op.Cit., p. 126. 

Bennett , Op.Cit., p. 52. 

SJ, February 7, 1938, V:6, p. 15. 
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Le.tterJ to the Editor, such as one f rom John Fries, a reader from Scars-

dale, New York, feared that the government i n Washington was doing the 

106 
b idding. of a "Great International Sanhedrin." 

Bankers and politicians were not the only Jews who came under 

fire from Social Justice in 1938. Rabbi Stephen S. Wise also was a 

person to attack. Father Edward Lodge Curran, a Coughlin associate 

in Brooklyn, criticized bot b Wise and Judaism when he suggested: 

It is Judais m, united t o Christianity, 
which must conquer the totali tarianism 
of today and preseive that American 
democracy in our midst. Not the Judaism 
of Rabbi Wi se who says "No" to Fascism 
and "Maybe'' t o Communism. But the 
Christianity of the Jew Saint Paul who 
said in the first century what all 
Christians must say in the twentieth: 
"No" to Fascism and "No'' to Core~nism and 
"Yes" to Democracy in America. 

Jeep analys is is not necessary to realize what Curran is saying is 

that the only worthwhile Jews are those who convert to Christianity, 

like Paul. 

Social Justice also took on the task of being apologetic for 

Nazi antisemitic activity. The r~ason for Uitler's arrest of Baron 

Louis Rothschild was ~ us tified because: 

lOb 
~. March 7, 1968, I A: 2, p. 13. 
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Curran, Edward l odge, "The Christian Front," ~. Apri l 4, 1938, 

IA:b, p. 18 . 



Baron Louis was held c~-responsible 
for the gigantic co l lapse of the ••• 
lar gest bank in the Danube region , ,. 
which brought ruin to thousands and 
started the bank failures of 1932 and 
1933 •• • Baron Louis, however, got out 
from under by transferring his personal 
wealth to his brothers in London and 
Paris . It was on this account that 
Chancellor Hitler ordered his arrya§ 
when Germany took over Austria • •• 

The f ront page of the June 6 , 1938 issue o f Social Justice is & 

caricature of Fiorello La Gua r dia, a man Coughli n obviously loved t o 

38 

despise . The small article beside the pictur e suggested that the mayor 

is maki ng a thrust fo r political power . Once again t he paper no t es 

that La Guardia was "half Jewish and half Gentile". lt further notes 

that lte d raws his support from Socialists, Communists, Davi d Dubins ky, 

and Sidney Hillman. l09 

Be fore the su11m1er of 193b , it was difficult to de f initely call 

Charles Coughlin an antisemite , As of August , a ll d.lubt had vanis hed 

for that month the pries t began to print the antisemitic fo,r gery, t he 
110 

Protocols of the Elder s of Zion, in serial f orm. Coughl in 1 s intro-

du1- ion to t he fi rst pr ot o.col in his column "Fr om The Tower" is a mixture 

of disclaimer and stereotype : 
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Although Mi l i us (t he author of the Protocols) 
gave no pr oof fo r the authenticity of t he 
work, and Jews at various conventions have 
r epudiat ed the Prot ocols as for gery, never ­
t heless a correspondence betveen thi s pr ophecy 
contained in this book and its fu lfillment is 
too gla ring to be set aside or obscured. 

ln pr esent ing t hem. with comments , it is not 
our desire to a&Hfte ill- feeling agains t any 
individual Jews. 
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This disclaimer is imme~iately followed by this brazen stereotype: 

• • • we remark that the poor Jews who slaved i n 
t he sweat shops •• • wer e more exp l oi t ed by the 
rich Jews who came f r om Gennany • •• the vast 
majorit y of Jews most cer tainly l S i n 
nowi se associated wi t h this conspiracy 
against civilization a~~ 2Christianity, even thou~h a f ew are . 

Fathe r Coughlin ended his !U'ticle hy warning t.he "bood Jews" to repuaiat e 

llJ 
t he radicals. 

This August 1s t issue was a virtually compendium of antisemitica . 

Toge t he r w~th th~ Pro tocols, Fathe r Coughlin wr ote an a rtic le t i t led 

'The Ll rth of a Cor pL rate State ' ' . In s pite of t his rather innocuous 

title, the art1cle contained antisemi tic statements and warnings t o Jews: 

111 

St. Paul spoke about the synagogue of 
Satan in nis epistle . Modernists spea~ 
about the ' Pro tocols of the Wise Men 
of Zion" , u 4 

' 'From the Towe r '' !:!. August 1, 1938 , IIA:5, p. 5 . 

112 

~· 
113 
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It seems t o cheapen t he New Testament to compare it with the "Protocols". 

He also warns: 

From a Christian viewpoint he knows t hat 
t hose who are not with Chr i st are agains t 
hi m. 11:;, 

Further on he accuses the Jews of: 

••• s ubduing t he porulations of t he earth 
by gaining contr9l of newspapers, of 
motion picture productions, of schools, 
and of governments. They excogitated plans 
to set the rich against the poor, the farme r 
against the laborer , the white against the 
black ••• it was t heir hope to so arouse 
tabor to ta ke over gover nment tyg destroy 
every other branch of society. 

As outrageous as these antisemitic statements are , i t is even further 

disturb ing to realize that they were printed in a periodical with 

l . f · 11 . ' 117 
circu ati.on o over one ml. ion copies . However, even t his fact 

is dwar f ed when the documented proof is brought forth that each Sunday 

Fathe r Coughlin had a radio audience of approxi mate l y t hree and a half 

~il lioo people a nd two-thirds of t hese listeners believed his ever y 

118 
wo-rd! 
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In tbe issue of Social Justice dated September 26, L938, Father 

Coughlin printed a Jewish reply to the printio~ of the "Protocols'' . The 

a rtic l e was titled"The Jewish Answer: The Truth About the Protocols"; 

it was written Ly Philip Slomovitz, the editor of t he Detroit Jewish 

Chronicle . Slomovitz proved t hat the "Protocols" were a forgery dravn 

up by Czaris t secret police . Sergei Nilius, the author, was not even 

origina l i n his writing because the "Protocols" were heavi ly based on an 

essay titled "Die logue in Hell Between Machiavelli and Montesquieu" by 

l1aurice Joly, a French lawyer who hoped to discredit the government of 

Napoleon III. Slomovitz demonst rated that the "Protocols' ' were virt ually 

identical to the "Dialogue" with a small amount of reediting . 119 

Slomovitz's article, was, in turn, chal l enged by an article in 

the October 3rd Social Jus tice, "The Truth About the Protocols" l.Jy Ben 

Marcin. Mar cin was one of the mos t contr oversial contributors to t he 

magazine. I n 1~38 , Father Coughlin had made it a point to emphasize 

t hat Marcin was a Jew . By 1970, however , the pr ies t admitted that he 

never knew "Marcin" and t hat his articles were pr obably ghos t-written 

120 
iy a member of the Social Justice staff. 

Marcin's article quoted t he writings of one Samuel Roth, a self-

hat ing Jew. The chairman of the Anti- Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 
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Sigmund Livings ton, described Rot h ' s work as: "one of the most disgrace-

121 ful books ever written" . The "Marc in"- Roth a r ticle descr ibes Jews 

i n the following manner: 

As they (Jews) appear in history , Jews 
are a trioe of deadly persecutor s, and 
no t a persecuted minority as they pretend 
t o be . Through propaganda, t hey have 

t ried t o convince public opinion to the 
contrary, but f acts and history s t and es 
their accusers ev~n their own authors and 
publications. 

t hat statement is dynami te 12~s WTitten by 
the eminent Jew , ~(r . Roth . 

Further on the article contains an excuse and apology fo r antisemitism: 

••• when the J ewish co11111issars of Soviet 
Russi a (followi ng 1917) liquidated almost 
two million Christ ian Russians, I began 
to understand why all this wicl~ed unneces­
sar y bloodshed (was) ••• identified with 
leaders who were of the Jewish people, 
could have pr oduced e Hitler and reprisals 
whic~ o~~3Jewish people have suffer ed outside 
Russi.a. 

Were all of the cotl'Dissars Jewish and all of those murdered Christians? 

Marcin also employs the standard Coughlin disclaimer that: 

121 

•• • no antipathy is ext ended t oward the 
Jews for their religion. But bitterness 
has arisen towa r d many Jews fo r the

124 rapacity of their economic control. 

I bid . , pp . 252-53. 
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' ':iarcin'', later allegedly quotes three Jew1.sh sources concerning the 

validity of the "Protocols", he writes: 

• • • these three Jews have gone further than 
Father Coughlin • •• The Royal Oak priest 
waives the fact of Jewish authorship of 
the Protocols . 

But what do three Jewish Rabbis themselves 
say? 

In 1901, Rabbi Rudolf Fleischman of the 
Polish city of Schoken •• • stated: "The 
Protocols really did exist. and they were 
not forgery. Moreover, they were positively 
of Jewish origin. 

I n 1906, Rabbi Grunfeld of the Polish City 
of Swarzedz gave the following characteris­
tically Jewish answer : "My dear questioner, 
you are too curious, and want to know too 
much . r am not allowed to say anything, 
and you are not supposed to know anything 
about the Protocols. For God 's sake be 
careful1i,gr you will be putting you r li fe i n 
danger. 

When the Chief Rabbi of Vilna was questioned concerning t he authenticity 

of these two rabbis and their remarks, he stated that these men never 

126 
exis t ·d! 

125 

126 

Marcin, t hen asks and answers the question: 
••• how many o f the three million New York 
Jews are religious Jews? Ho1~ many of t hem 
have le f t-footed their lives from the path­
way of t heir Jewish religion? How many 
would pledge their lives to fight against 

J.lli .. p. 12 . 



Communism as they would against Nazism? 

I know them from Union Square to t he Bronx 
by way of Park Avenue. I know that not tzn 
per cent of the New York Jews would j o i n 
any l eague against Co~~nism t o oppose it 
as they would Nazism. 

The a r ticle concludes with a bit of anti- Jewish trickery dating 

from the Middle Ages . The o l d ches t nut of t he meaning of Kol Nidre 

is exhumed: 

It is based on a decl ar ation of the Jewish 
Talmud which reads: Re who wishes that his 
vows and oaths shall have no value, stand 
up at the beginning of the year and say : 
'Al l vows wh ich I shall make during t he 
year shall be of 110 value 1 • 

This is not something exhumed from the 
tomb of t he Pharoahs . This , too, is modern 
and represents the present • . • Jewish mind . 

I wil l say this of Chr istians that their 
vows and nbligations, t hei r oaths and t heit

28 contracts are not so easily brushed as~de. 1 
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In t he November 7th Social Justice, : Marcin 's'' byline appeared on 

an article t i tled: ''A South American I nvasion Is a Myth ." Why, is 

answered i n this bold•type precis: 

Bernard Baruch' s 172- Billion defense pl an is a 
pretext fo r s pendiog . But i t may also be t he 
front for a not her EgypH~n "Collection Scheme ''­
or a New Jewish St ate . 
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At last, Coughlin's overt antisemitism hit the airwaves . In his 

address of November 20, 1938, the priesl jus tified the Nazi treatment 

of the Jews as he explained in a speech titled, "Persecution- Jewish 

and Chn.stians: 

••. I shall ask an intelligent audience composed 
of intelligent Christians and intelligent Jews: 
Why is t here pe~sey~5ion in r.ermany today: How 
can we destroy i t ? 

He begins to answer his quest ion with some false infonnatio11: 

••• until las t week, the Nazi purge was concerned 
chiefly, with fo r eign- born Jews. German citizen 
Jews were not mo lested officially ••• The property 
of German citizen Jews was not confiscated hy the 
government • •• (Jewish) childf~Y·· ·were permitted 
to attend public schools • •• 

The priest, later, gave one of many reasons for Nazi antisemitism: 

• •• Je\ls • • • have risen to such high !>laces in 
radio and io press and in finance; per haps 
t his persecution is only the coincidental 
which has ~!oken t he back of this generation 's 
patience . 1 

~oughlin enters Communism as another justif ication fo r Nazism: 

130 

131 

132 

l)J 

••. Nazism was conce ived as a political defense 
mechanism against Communism • . • Communism was 
regarded by t he rising ge neration of Germans 
as a produ153not of Russia, bu t of a group 
of Jews ••• 

Ibid . I p. 35. 

I bid . , p . 36 . 

I li id. , p. 37 . 

I bid. 
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~he priest, then, seeks to identify the Russian Revolution as a Jewish 

undertaki.ng: 

• • • I have before me a quotat ion from The 
American Hebrew which says: The achievement 
(of) the Russian- Jewish Revolution, destined 
to figure in history as the ove r shadowing 
resul t of the World War, was lar gely the out­
come of Jewish thinking, of Jewi~~4discontent, of Jewish effort to reconstruct, 

Bu t the American Hebr ew did not ?r iot the a bove: 

The ar ticle. which stated the opposite of 
what Coughlin inferred did not include the 
phrase, "Russian-Jewish Revolutiy~S" it 
was inserted by Father Coughlin. 

Coughl i n went so far as to totally misquote in order to stir up anti-

semitism. 

This address by father Coughlin stirred up a great deal of cont r o-

versy . Radio station WNCA, New York City, as one: 

131~ 

••• announced t hat it will broadcast •• • a 
complete statement detailing the errors 
of fact made by Father Coughlin in his 
regular Sunday oroadcast. 

WMCA officials broke precedent ••• after 
t he r adio pr iest had charged t hat the 
Jews fostered Russian Cotml1unism 1y 
br oadcasting an announcement: 

Unfortunately Fathe r Coughlin has made 
certain QiStakes of fact . 

_!ill. , p . 41. 
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Documents contradi ct ing Fat he r Coughlin's 
assertions ~ere made public todf~&by t he 
Non- Sectarian Ant i - Naz i League. 

American J ewry was outraged by the priest's remarks" 

••• the American Jewish Feder ation to Combat 
Communi sm and Fascism sent a telegram to 
Father Coughlin denouncing his statements 
l i nki ng the Jews t o Co1I111unism and demandiy§7 a retracting in behalf of race t o l e rance. 

Heedless to say , a r etracti.oo was not forthcoming. When WMCA 
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asked t he priest to submit his texts to the stat i on forty- eight hours 

i n advance, he r efused , then WMCA cancelled bis broadcas ts . He re~zhed 

New Yo=kers on WHBI, Newar k, New Jersey . Not a l l reactions to Coughlin 1 s 

November 20th tirade were negative . Otto Tolischus of the New York 

~ in Berlin reported : 

• • • The German her e i o America for the 
moment is t he Rev . Charles E. Coughlin 
because of his r adio speech represent ing 
Nationa l - Socialism f~ a de fensive front 
against ~olshevism . 8 

William Dudley Pelley a lso congrat ul ated Father Coughlin in Liberation 

writing: 
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"Coughlin Erro r s t o be Corrected on Radio Tonigh t , 11 New Yor • 

Post , Novembe r 21, 1938. 

137 
"Labor and J ews Denounce Nazis as Protest Gathers Momentul'l, 11 

New York He rald-Tribune, Novembe r 22, 1938 . 
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Fath~r Coughli n went on the air over a 
Neu Yor k radio station and de livered 
w:1at amounted to thy45riz.e Silvershirt 
s peech of the year. 
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Fat her Coughlin's broadcast of November 27th only intensified his 

ant i Femitic· campaign . He begins with a list of criticisms about his 

adcir ess . Then, he inserts hi s usual disclaimer: 

. •• I invited and still invite the non­
Communist, non atheistic Jews, whom I 
res pect and with whom I deeply syn.pathize A 
to join with me in combat i ng Coimnunism .IJ~ 

The crux of his speech stated tha t American Jewish bankers had financed 

141 the Russian Re\rolUt ion, a virtual reiteration of t he November 20th debacle . 

As the year passed , the priest became more apo l ogetic for and 

depe ndent upon t he Nazi propaganda organs. Father Coughlin 1s res ponse 

t~ the horrencous Krys tallnacht destruction of the l ives and property 

of the German Jewry was that the pr ogram was simply a 11 
••• defense mechanism'' 

. J . h d c . 142 agains t ew1s - sponsore ommun1sm. I n hi ~ r adio speech of December 4th 

the priest claims that he is quoting reports of the American Secret Service. 

It is actually a quote f r om t he Nazi propaganda leafleL, World-Service, 

of Febr uary 15, 1936 , st ra ight frol" Geonany. 143 The art icle, "Background 

f or Peraecution 11 signed by Father Coughlin , appeared i n Social Justice of 
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of Decem~er 5th. The a r ticle allegedly tried t o answer why Jews were 

te ing persecuted in Germany, pictur ing them ai; rapaciwus Communist 

murderers. :n truth, Coughlin was not the author of this article. 

It was an English translat i on of an antisemitic speech delivered by 

Josef Goebbels at the Seventh Nazi Part y Congress in Nuremburg on 

Sept ember 13, 1935 . 144 
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This General J ewish Council, including the Ame r ican Je~ish Commit tee , 

American Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith, and the Jewish Labor Committee, 

attempted t o counteract Coughlin ' s ant isemi t ic propaganda . At first, 

he counselled them to fight CoOJDunism, not him. Lat er, he tells his 

listeners : 

• • • I regr et that I found occasion to remind 
t his audience that the General Jewish Council 
(was) responsible for disbar r i ng ••• the last 
vestiges of r~.sistmas practice from many of 
our schools. 

By t he end of 1938 t he die was cast: Fat he r Charles E. Coughlin was, 

undeniably, a dange r ous antisemit~ . 

From January to Sept ember of 1939, Father Coughlin kept up his 

antisemitic campai gn. However, more s pace Ln Social Justice was being 

devot ed t o answering t~~ priest's c r itics . After September , the pape r 
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lessened its antisemitism, emphasizing isolationism and anti- British 

sent iment. Late in 1938, the aforementioned General Jewish Council 

produced a radio program featuring Frank Hogan, a Catholic and President 

of the American Bar Association, who refuted Coughlin's anti- Jewish 

charges . Social Justice of January 2, 1939, contained a page of letters 

condemning Mr. Rogan: 

I am a non- Catholic and only wish my church 
had as good a champion of the people as 
Father Coughlin. 

There is so~ething rotten in Washington and 
Jewry when t hey have to get a Catholic to 
talk for them. 

Another r eader sent a telegram asking the question: 

Mr. Hogan: Have you ever seen a Jewish 
demonstratiatJ against Communism in New 
York City? 

r.oughlin desperately sought to back up his claims that American Jewry 

bankers helped finance the Bolshevik- Revolution . In an editorial an 

unnamed ex- inte 11.igence agent writes: 

146 

147 

la 1917 I was a major, detailed as an 
aide t o the commission that came over 
here to try to get the money . They were 
quarte red , r mong other places, in Otto 
Kahn ' s house on Fifth Avenue • 
••• the object of the mission was to get 
money from the Jews in New York t~47 finance the Trotsky revolution • • • 

SJ, January 2, 1939, 3A: l, p. 10 . 
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In this same issue of Social Justice, Coughlin, on the defensive, 

laments: 

The whole weight of the abilities and money 
of the Jewish high command has been t~~ged 
into "making a liar out of Coughlin. 11 
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The back cover of Social Justice frequently spotlighted a ''Han of the 

Week. " This above issue's selection was Joseph P. Kennedy, then Ambas-

sador the Court of St. James, congratulated because: 

So far is he from being a 11puppet of Barney 
Baruch in du repute wi t h his master •• • 11 

••• Mr. Kennedy ••• put this country on r ecord 
for George Washington ' s policr4~f no 
entangling foreign alliances . 

The March 6th Social Justice singles out the 1938- 1939 edition of 

Who ' s Who in American Jewry, which for some unknown reasons , lists Leon 

Trotsky and others of Jewish background whom Coushlin considers Communists. 

The article concludes with the priest 's standard warning that ''good Jews" 

150 
should help drive out the Communists. 

Social Justice was a'so c r iLical about Jewish concern fo r their 

opp ~ssed urothers: 
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• •• there has been no outcry concerning the 
$100- million fund which the American Hebrew 
is raising fo r distressed Jews cf other 
countries ••• there are only $700- mil l ion in 
fluid circulation in this country at t he 
period of the Roosevelt depression. 

Therefore, the people of this count r y sit idly 
by while one- seventh of thet~llifeblood is 
transferred t o other lands! 

Ostensibly , Coughlin 1 s Shrine of the Li ttle Flower-welcomed all 
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opinions in frequent "pulpit deoates" , In a debate titled, "Semitism 

or Anti- Semitism", Father Coughlin presents an oddly pre"="Zionist view-

point: 

Hon.est and deserved tribute was paid to those 
orthodox religious Jews who still sincerely 
cling to the sacred Torah and to the rich 
religious traditions of their race. I t is 
among these Jews that survives the hope t hat 
the Zionist movement ••• will someday restore 
a Jewish home land. 

As Coughlin continues his logic becomes somewhat confused: 

• • • (he) exposed those "reformed 11 Jews who, 
because the prophecies of the Torah are 
incompatible with their rejection of 
Christ , have discarded religions orthodoxy 
and substituted ••• Talm~dic writings . 

!he article ends wit1
\ a typical Coughlin char ge 1 now including statistics: 
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• • • of the wor ld's Jews about 5 per cent qualify 
as "orthocox religious Jews 11

, while 95 per cent 
had left the st r ict faith of their fathers to 
take up various degrees of "liberalism"- ranging lS:l 
from "democ racy" to outright atheistic Collmlunism"".----------

~. April 3 , 1939 , 3A:l4, p . 19. 

152 
SJ, May l , 1939 , 3A: 18, p. 3. 



Later, in this issue, Coughlin gives these "religious Jews" a dire 

thre 2c: 

Arc religious Jews to find the answer 
in a pogrom or will a sufficient number 
of them join with ChristH~s against 
the spread of Communism? 

Many radio stations, after pressure from Jewish grou ps , dropped 
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Fat her Coughlin;s broadcasts. During t he first months of 1939 he was 

heard, in the New York City area, over station WINS, owned by William 

Randolph Hearst, the newspaper magnate. In early June the station 

cancelled his program. Coughlin, naturally, blamed the ''radical" 
154 

Jews who exerted force on Hearst through his advert isers . 

Isolationism was rapidly becoming a major Coughlin philosophy. 

The July 3rd issue of Social Justice neatly tied this feeling to 

antisemitism RS it attacked the American Jewish Congr ess and Rabbi 

Stephen S, Wise: 
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The real purpose of the American Jewish Congress, 
h~ (Wise) said, is to protect Jewish rights and 

t e rests. Obviously included in this conception 
is i mposit i on by America of dras tic, war-pcovoking 
measures on nations which have mistreated Jews . 
This is i nternationalism espoused by Rabbi Wise­
the internationa lism whic~5~ould plunge America 
into another foreign war , 

Ibid . ' p , 8 . 

SJ, J une 5, 1939 . 3A:2 J , p. 1. 

SJ, Ju ly J, l!l39 , 4A: l , p. 13 . 
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Few incidents which co1.:ld be employed by Coughlin fo r anti- Jewish 

statements we re left unused . I n 1939, chc pr1est made t he French 

motion picture "Golgotha" a cause celebre . The film was a Passion 

Play lensed in l 935 . It was banned in the United States because i t 

was flag1antly an t isemitic. Social Justice fie rcely complai ned: 

The Passi on Play may not be shown in 
Chri6tian Ame rica, rather Christians 
in America may not view t he pictur e 
drama oi t he ages on t he s creen of 
t heir favorite Jewish controlled 
mo tion picture t heater. 

To t he (film) company ' s objection 
that it was no t ant i-Semitic ••• Rabui 
(Stephen) Wise replied that he would 
v iew t he pic ture provided t hat t he 
American pr oducers would make any 
changes t hat he s~§~ested i n the 
story of Calvary ! 

Toward t he summer of 1939 anti-Cough lin comments from Gent~le, 

as wel l as Jewish , sources became more abundant . Reverend William C. 

Ke r nan , Recto r of the Trinit y Episcopa l Church in Bayonne, New Jer sey, 

presented an excellent analysis of Coushl i n ' s antisemitism: 
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When Father Coughlin says that be is not 
anti- Semitic he means t hat he has never 
said, "I hate t he Jews . " Th is is a naive 
way for such a clever man to answer so 
simple an accusation. To be anti- Semitic 
does not mean that you have to go on 
record every five minutes by saying, "I 
ha t e the Jews. " To be an ti- Semitic may , 
aud. does, mean to 1~7ir up others' hatred 
agaLns t the Jews . 

~. February 6, 1939, 3A:6, p . 4. 
157 

Ke rnan, William C., "Father Coughlio's h...1ti- Semitism," a reprint 
of a speech de livered at Far Rockaway, Long Is l and, New York on July 28, 
1939. 
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Look mr1gazine, in t he issue of September 26 • 1939, contained an 

article t it led "Father Coughlin and the Nazi Bund." It not ed that the 

opinion of the German Amer ican Bund was that t he. priest had "dignified" 

antis~mitism . The piece also stated tha: just as Coughlin often quoted 

the World Service ?ropaganda agency of Nazi Germany, so Julius Streich~r , 

LO bis antisemitic periodical, Der Sturmer , heod published a drawing from 

Socia l Justice which pictured a Communist firing squad executing pr !est s 

and nuns . He also congratulated Coughlin fo r "Flaying the Jews." An 

,fficer of the Bund candidly discussed Coughlin's relationship with t he 

Am£ rican "Fuhr er", Fritz Kuhn: 

Father Coughlin and Kuhn are good friends . 
Kuhn tried to ge t him to take off his collar 
and go into politics , but Father Coughlin 
wouldn ' t clo it158He can't do much because 
of his collar. 

Aft e r the Second World War began in September, Father Coughlin 

mut ed his antiAernitism, devoting less space in his paper to the Jews. 

In fact, by the early part of 1940, the priest seemed t o be defending 

himself agains r t he char ge of antisemitism, rather t han disseminating it. 

Social Justice t ecame more anti- British and less ant i - Jewish . Coughlin 

virtually cried "uncle" when, i n June 1940. he complained t hat even 

t hough he had been less antisemitic, the Jews had not become less ant i-
159 

Coughlin . From this time through 1941, his ant isemitism was mo re 
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1u the form of small i nnuendos, not full articles, as before . For 

example, in aa article print ed in the su11DDer of 1940, Coughlin warned, 

almost as an aside: 

Having waxed fat oa the raw meat of 
popularity, t he President and his 
secretariat, all of whom are Jewish 
controlled, are moving toward the 
establi8ament of dictator ship through 
edict. 

During the latter part of 1940 through 1941, with Coughlin's anti-

British stance being almost pro-Hitler, his antisemitism was only a 

mild "rehash" of t he pri est's previous diatribes against Jewish conspiracies 

and Cotml'Unist sympathizers, Since the greatest sin, to Father Coughlin, 

had become a pro-British attitude the Jews were naturally tied i n with 

the English. The most potent antisemitic cormients were leveled against 

those few Jewish refugees who had escaped from Hitler to America. 

Coughlin serious l y questioned the wisdom of allowing them i n t he country, 161 

The last issue of Social Justice before Pearl Harbor once again 

criticized Rabb i Stephen Wise for his pro-British isolationist leanings. 
162 

The -abbi was labeled "a dyed in the red internationalist. " Even 

after America ' s entry in World War II, Fat her Cough lin continued to side 

with the Axis by condemning the war effort. Roosevelt , the British, and • 

160 
SJ , Jul y l, 1940 , 6 : 1, p. 3 . 

161 
SJ, Sep t ember 2, 1940, 6 :10, p. 12. 

162 
~. December l, 1941, 8:22 , p. 6 . 
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the Je~s . I n Apri~ 1942 , the government banned Social J ustice from t he 

m.ai ls . Attorney Genera 1, Francis Bidd l e, sent wor d to Coughlin ' s 

superiors in t , e Catholic Chur ch; he warned t ha t the priest would be 

tried for sed i tion unless t he Church , itsel f, suppressed him. Coughlin 

bowed to Cburch pressure , disassociating himself with Social Justice 

and i ts movements. He also left the radio after twelve years. In t he 
163 

mid 1960 's Fat her Coughlin was retired f r om the act ive pr iesthood , 
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Benne t t , Op.Cit • • pp. 281- 82. 



58 

CH.A.PTEh. FOUR 

THE ANTISEMITISM OF GERALD L. K. SMITH~ 

THE EMBRYON I C STAGE 

Un like Will iam Dudley Pelley and Cha r les E. Coughlin, Ge rald Lyman 

Kennet h Smith was not considered a full fledged antisemite i n t he years 

be fore t he Second Wor ld War . Smith 's career as an admit t ed antisemite 

began, for all practical purposes , in March 1942, when he published t he 

first issue of bis magazine, The Cross and the Flag. This period ica l was 

considered the success or to Coughlin ' s Soc i al Justice , which had been 

banned from the U.S. mai l . 164 The Cr oss and t he Flag is still being 

prioteo t oday and Cer ald L. K. Smith, fo r ove r t hirty year s, has been the 

ar chetypical ant i-Jew of the right wing in American policies . This 

chapter does not conce rn Reverend Smi t h 's l ater and more no t o r ious caree r , 

but the i~rmative years of hls antisemitic pr ogram to 1941 . 

Gera ld Lyman Kenneth Smith was bo r n in Pardeeville , Wisconsin, 

in 1898 He came f r om a l ong line of four ge ner ations of circuit r iding 

''hellfir e and brimstone ' ' pr eachers. From his yout h , Smith was gifteo 

wi.1.. .1 a magnificant speelting voi.ct> . Duri..g high school he was the Lest 

debater in his count ' . In his juni or year he won oratorical int er pre-

tat i on contests wit n his rendition or William Jenrn.ngs Br yan ' s "c ross of 

&old' speech . His ear ly poli t ical inf l uences on Smith were oi t he 

libe ral- populist variety, t he La Follette Weekly cou ld always le found 

in his pa rent's home . 165 

164 
hlocK, Maxine, editor , Cur rent liios;r aphy 1943, ~ew Yor k: H.W. 

Wilson Company, I '144 , p . 709 . 

lb5 
I b i d . , p . 707 . 



59 

Smith was a pr ecocious student; at the age of nineteen he graduated 

from Valparaiso Universit y in Indiana while wor king his way through . He 

graduated ~ith a triple major: literatur e , biblical history, and 

dramatics • t h ree disci plines he would find quite useful in the fut ure , 

After college, Smith served a ministerial ap?r enticeship in var ious rural 

churches in Indiana . Fame first came t o Smith when he was "called" t o 

a church in Deep Rive r , Indiana . He proved t o b~ an ener getic and 

charismatic pastor , in his first month he had thir ty-eigh t new converts . 

By 1922 , Smith had wor ked his way up t o t he Seventh ChristLan Church in 

Indianapolis . He also married his childhood sweethear t, Eleanor Marion 

166 
Sorenson, t hat same year. 

Ger ald Smith's next promotion was t o the pr estigious butler Uni-

versity Church on the north side of I ndianapolis . His car eer in this 

chu rch was somewhat strange, bu t explainab le , He was liked by the 

c ongregation be cause of his magnifi cant voice, his interest in social 

wor k, anci his funa raising abili t y, However , he was also one of the 

mos t important membe rs of the then- powerful Indiana .Ku Klux Klan . 167 

This may have been Smith's fi rst exposur e t o o rganizational antisemitism. 

At any rate, he was proba~ly influenced by the Klan , which const itut ed 

a Protestant Who's llho i n t he Indiana power structure during t he 1920 's . 

Smi t h might have s tayed on indefinitely at the ~utler Uni versity 

Church had his wife 1 s hea l t h not made i t necessary that they nu .• ve to t he 

South . In 1928, Smith became t he minis ter of t he elit e Ki ng ' s Hi ghway 

166 
I bid , 
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Ch4rch at Shreveport , Louisiana. One of his congregants was attorney, 

liuey Long, governor of Louisiana. I n Shreveport, as in Indianapolis , 

Smit ll became a "social reformer' ' , He attacked injustices against t he 

poor, even if they were perpetrated by members of his own congre gation . 

This activity br ought Smi t h into close contact with Huey Long: 

• •• when he learned t hat Shreveport capitalists ••• 
were about t o fo reclose on a $1, 000,000 worth of . . • 
homes , he went to Huey Long and asked him to inter­
vene in the situation , As Smi th himsel f tells it: 
"I told him they were going t o grab homes right and 
left. 'The Rell they a re'. Huey answe red. And they 
didn ' t. lie passed g

8
1aw. I decided t hen that Long 

was the r ight man.l 

Smith a l so took time to gai n f ame in the community at l arge . Considering 

bis later career, a rat her curious event occurred in the ear ly l930's: 

Rabbi Brill of Bnai Zion Temple of Shreveport, 
invited Dr . Smith t o preach at the Temple ••• 
he exclaimed t hat the sermon of Dr. Smf6~ could 
not have been more genuinely Jewish ••• 

When one examines Ge ra ld Smith ' s fight fo r social r eform and his 

obvio\·31~ cordial relationship with t he Shreveport Jewish community, 

t he next step in his life appear s, at fi rst, t o be a curious nooscquitor. 

Apparently, he wa s an early member of William Dudley Pelley' a Silver Shirts, 

assigned registration numbe r 3223 .
170 

In 1933, he left the King ' s Highway 
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Christian Church to drum up support for Pelley . I t is logi cal to think 

171 
:hat Pelley gave Smith a significant heavy exposure to fascistic racism. 

That year th<! preache r travelled the land for Pelley, speaking on t opics 

as: '"Why l left the Conventional Pulpit t o Join the Christian Militia of 

the Silver Shirts" and "Some Day 100 Million Americans Will Hide Behind 

the Silver Shirt for Protection. " Gerald Smi t h 's sojour n with Pelley 

and the Silver Shirts was brie f because his old congregant, Huey Long, 

172 sought out his services as a speechmaKer and organizer. 

Ge rald L.K. Smith soon became Huey Long ' s "most plausible apologist." 

He travelled the countryside preaching the gospel of "Share-Our-Wealth" and 

173 
"Every Man a King" t o a rural American bu ried in a bleak depression . 

Long's panacea for the economic situation, the "Share- Qu-Wealth" t ocluded 

promises of $5,000 to each family, debt free homes, cars, and radios 

g iven to any family needing them; adequate old-age pensions; and universal 

f r ee college educations to all qualified by I .Q . examinations . To pay 

for this largess, Long proposed a nation.al financial census in order to 

. ll . b i f . 174 seize a savings a ove a certa n igure. Smith claimed that in his 

speaking engagements he got 20·.000 converts a day to Loos ' s philosophy . 

Thi6 was not a difficult feat in Depression America because "Shar e-Our-

Wealth 11 had no dues or Jemands on its members and even allowed them to 

wear an "offocial" badge from Huey Long, himself. Smith served Long, 

not only as a ' cheerleader ' for the masses, but also defended "the 

171 
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Kingfish" in such prestigious put licat ion as The New Republic . In 

t his magazine Smith struck a liberal pose and lauded Long's contributions 
175 

for the good of blacks and organized labo r in Louis ia11a . 

Ge rald Smith 's career was dealt a heavy blow when Huey Long was 

assassinated in September 1935 . In one of Smith ' s finest hours he 

delivered the ''Kingfish 1s" funeral oration. It was a stirring speech 

climaxed by Smith ' s comments on Long 1 s movement.: "My head is b loody 

but unbowed . 11176 Smith fancied himself as Huey Long ' s logical successor, 

but members of the Long machine had other ideas: 

Seymour Weiss harbored a special hatred 
toward Smith. He had heard the fiery orator 
make anti-Semitic remarks in the past, and 
shortly before Long's assassination he had 
squashed Smith's plens for a Share- Our­
Wealth campaign against rich Jewish merchants 
in New Orleans. 

Wi th his associates and adversaries in Long 's crew making peace with 

the Roosevelt administration, Ge rald Smith found himself left ou t i n 

t he cold, a demagogue without a movement. 177 Smith was in a spiteful 

mood against those people who he thought had s o ld him out: 

175 

In a resentful mood io a last attempt 
to gain power and draw at tention to 
himself, he sponsored an anti- Semitic 
drive in the state (Louisiana) . Herman 
Deuts ch , novelist and newspapennsn , 
says Smith called him up one ni ght, 
early in 1936 , and announced that cbe 
Share t he Wealth clubs would sponsor a 
movement agaLnst t he rich Je#ish merchants 
of New Orleans . No th ing came of it however •• • 178 
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Years later Smith recalled his expe riences with Huey Long and commented: ' 

The Roosevelt gang, supported by the 
New York Jew machine. dubbed him a 
fascist and screamed for his liquidation 
and conspired with those who effected 
his assassination. He was murdered 
because they knew that that was the only 
way he could be '§opped and Roosevelt 
could be saved. 1 

To stop Roos evelt in the election of 1936 , Gerald L.K. Smith 

joined with Father Charles E. Coughlin and Dr. Francis Townsend in t he 

Union Party supporting the candidacy of Congressman William Lemke.for 

President. Due to Smith's speaking ability, he was a necessary asset 

to this fledgling political party. During t he 1936 campaign, none 

other t han H.L. Mencken described Ge~ald Smith as: 

••• t he mas t er of masters, the champion 
boob bumper ••• Twice at Cleveland, I 
saw t he rev . gentleman torpedo the press 
stand. In that stand were journalists 
who had not shown any human emotion 
above th~ leve l of cupid ity and lubricity 
for twe nty years, yet hi8~ad t hem all 
howling in ten minutes. 

Smith ' s oratorical bombast impressed almost eve r yone present, except 

Father Coughlin. The priest correctly feared that here was a. man who 

could rival and surpass him as a persuas ive speaker. Therefore, during 

179 
Roy , Op . Cit ., p . 62. 
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t he remainder of t he campaign the relations be tween t he preacher and 

the priest we re strained, at bes t , I n late= years, Coughlin even 

denied that he was allied with Smith sayi ng that : 

Smith was a viper • • • a leech • • • who was 
anti- Christia n. anti- Semitic, and 
anti- God . I had no more of a relationship 
to him t han I had with Spartacus and the 
gladiat ors . 
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The facts, as printed in Social Justice, cont r adict Coughlin. On the 

front page <l f the July 27, 1936 issue under the headline "Forces United' ' 

181 
i s a phot ograph of Coughlin1 Smith and Townsend. 

Although Smith' • main stock- in- trade, in the 1936 elections, was 

still not ant isemitism , a magazine article about t he Union Party noted 

that: 

lie (Smi t h) differs from his precept or (Huey 
Loog} • •• he is anti- Semitic wher eas Long 
was virtually devoid of r acial prejudice. 
Early t his year Mr . Smi th, who had been 
reading about t he Nazis, tried unsuccess­
fully to stir up a boycot i s2gainst Jewish 
me rchants in New Orleans. 

That abortive boycott seemed to be like an albatross around Smith ' s neck 

in 1936 . 
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Du ring Smith's travels around the count r y, on behalf of t he Uni on 

Party, his feel ing t oward Jews proved to be somewhat of an issue . 

In ao i ntervi ew with Na t han Kraus of the Jewish Transcr i pt (Seattle, 

Washi ngt on) Smith airs some curious opin ions . He as ks" 

You want to know ••• 1f I 'm going 
t o star t a Fascist dict atorship 
and kill o f f all t he Jews ? 

He t hen repl ies to his own question: 

The Jewish people are panicstriken. 
It ' s the tragedy o f a b r oken faith ••• 
Mr . Roosevelt has done mor e inj ust i ce 
t o the Jews t han any other man in 
histo ry . Why? Because he openly bids 
fo r t he Jewish v~te. And when you do 
t hat, you put the Jew i n t he spotlight, 
you subject him t o jealous y , you 
endanger hi m. It's more dangerous for 
a politician t o pa tronize you t han t o 
attack t he Jews. 

The Jews live on persecution , They 
fill t heir treasur es on per secution . 
Hitler is wor th 100 mi llion dollars t o 
the synagogues. 

I don 't approve or endorse persecut ion f or the 
for t he Jews, bu t I observe • obser ve, 
mind you - that i t's good fo r t he Jews. 

lf ant i-Semitism i s stopped , it won ' t be 
by a Jewt s 3 I t' ll be stopped by someone 
like me . 

Unfortuna t ely, Rever end Smith does not r elate, for t his article, his 

plans for s t opping autisemit i sm. 
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Late in October of 1936, Gerald L. K. Smith announced t hat he 

was fonning a new, quasi- fascis tic oq;anization with the bes t features 

of t h: Union t'arty, t he Townsend Plan, and t he 11Share- Our-Wealth" 

grc .J.ps. Its stated purpose was "ultimately t o seize t he government 

.Jf t he United States. " Smith first called t he gr oup the Nationalist 

Front ~ainst Conununism but he soon rechristened it, The Co1111T1ittee of 

One Mill i on. Smith 1 s compatriots in the Uni on Party were en raged. 

Coughlin , Lemke, and Townsend each separated themselves f r om Smith's 

new gr oup and, in effect, ousted him from the Union Party. 184 

The CoD111i ttee of One ~lil lion was based on such nebulous pr inciples 

as eliminating Communism, protecting American institutions , and defending 

Am . h Ch . i . l BS erLca as e w ite , rLst an natLon. Smith' s initial goal was: 

As a crusading leader ••• he wanted to 
att ract the conservative, substantial 
American element, and wanted no iden­
tification with lunatic frin~e anti­
Semitism, which could villify his 
chances for national political power . 
His feel ings on the Jewish conspiracy 
were only implicit in his remarks as 
the leader of the "Committee of One 
Mf lion." Re even refuted charges 
that he had beift

6
a member of Pelley's 

Silver Shirts. 

In fact, du r ing the late 1930 's through the early 1940 'a: 
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Hts (Smith's) anti- Semitism was rather 
veiled, implied rather than overt. Although 
the anti- Semites ••• were for Smith, ther!S7 
was some doubt t hat Smith was for them. 

It tooi<. little analytical talent, however, to understand what the 

foundation of Smith 's ideas really was: 

Nor did the cheering crowd misunderstand his 
implications regarding the Jewish citizenry 
of America, wrote a Chicago Daily News 
reporter, after atcending one of his (Smith's) 
rallies • • • he implied that any non- Christian 
was a traitor. The ser.ret s inister, and 
powerful pro-Soviet conspiracy i n Washington , 
was linked to Roosevel t' s advisors: Frankfurter, 
Hillman, Roseoman, and othe r s with ••• Jewish 
names . To audiences familiar with Fat her 
Coughlin •• • this was a more subtle s t at ement 
of their pet thesis ••• t he Jew is responsible 
for imperialist wars and Communism which would 
dest roy capi t alism. Jews • •• do not be lieve 
in Christ, t he son of God ••• Ther efore t~§s~ew 
is anti- God; Communists are anti- God ... -

I n a report to a Congressional committee chaired by Representative 

v7 

Samuel Dickstein of New York, it was noted concerning Smith ' s Commi ttee : 

187 

In li ie with the thought of so- called anti­
Coll'UUU ists • • • many forces of intoler ance 
are or ganized to fight Jews under ltt§h 
guises, namely , Gerald L. K. Smith. 

~ •• p. 89 . 
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The contents of Smith's speeches t o various groups took on a set pattern : 

According co a report, Smith addr essed 
a meeting of t he Defenders, in ••• 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania , on May 28, 
1937 ••• he attacked the New Deal, Jews, 
and Catholics, i nferring that Catholics 
and Jews are Co111Tiunists ••• l90 

Apparently Smit h ' s anti- Jewish attitudes eluded many prominent 

people before World War II. Arthur Hays Sulzber ge r invited Smith to 

lunch with the executives of his New York Times . In 1939, he was a 

guest of radio commentator Lowel l Thomas at the pr estigious Ad~ertising 

Club of New York . Gerald Smi th was also in demand fo r speaking e ngage-

ments at Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs , Chambers of Commer ce, and private 

191 
meetings of indust r ialists all over the country. 

Ge rald L. K. Smith even took steps to defend himsel f agains t charges 

of antisemitism. In 1939, a film in the "March of Time '' series presented 

Smith as a "rabble rouser" of t he "lunatic fringe" . The pr eacher also 

claimed t hat t he film made him appear as a "Jew- baiter", causing him to 

have speaking dates cancelled, and violating his civil righ ts . He sued 

192 the film company fo r $5,000,000 . The outcome of the case could not 

be found . 
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Although some i mportant people may not have r ealized Smith 's 

true feelings, t he Dickstein Committee was keeping him under i nves-

tlga t ion: 

A repo~t by Richard Rol lins, confidential 
secretary to Representative Samuel Dickstein 
••• i ndicated t hat Ge r ald Smi t h was being 
closely watched by Jewish liberal eleme11ts, 
fearful of his connections with and hi s 
aspiration to ride into Was hington on a 
Fasc i st program of hatre~9~gains t minor i t y 
groups and the New Deal. 
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r n t he ear ly 1940's be fore Pearl Rarhor , Smi t h became an enthusiastic 

advocat e of isolationism. He testified i n Senate commit tee hearings 

a gainst Lend- Lease and spoke a t ma ny meetings of isolationist groups . 

Smitn ex pressed his admir ation for, but never j oined the Amer i ca First 

194 
Collllllittee . At a meeting of his own Conunittee of One Mil lion, accord-

ing t o the Detroit Eve ning News of September 17, 1941, Smi t h praised 

the stand take n by Cha r ics Lindbergh in his f amous speech at Des Moines , 

Iowa, i n which he spoke out against Jewish g roups and their attitudes 

195 
toward t he wa r i n Europe . 

After Pear l tta. ior , Gerald L. K. Smit h increased bot h his isolationis~ 

and a ntisemitism. His ma gazine, The Cross and the Flag, first published 

i n 1942 , is the o l dest ant isemitic pe r iodical sti l l printed in t h i s 
196 

coun t ry. 

193 
Rollins, Richard, "Gerald L. K. Smith, the Invisili le Hand Desi rous 

of Destroying the New Deal, A report dated March 22, 1938, The Dickstein 
Papers, American Jewisn Archives, Cincinnati. 194. 

194 
Block, Op. Cit. 

195 
Footnot e 190. Op.Cit ., p. 2. 

196 
Fo r s t er, Arno ld , and Epstein , Benjamin, ~New Aoti Semicism, 

New Yor k: He Graw•Rill Book Company, 1~74, p. 19. 
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Although Smit h has been denounced by bot h liberal a nd conservatives for 

the past thi rty years, he is a live and prospering in Eureka Springs, 

Arkansas . In this small town in t he Ozark Mountains, Smith has buil t a 

tourist attraction which includes a seven story statue, "Chr i st of the 

Ozar ks H, and an anti- Semitic Passion Play . Smith 's "Great Passion Play" 

i s presented f rom May t o October in a natural amphitheater whi ch seats 

3, JOO peopl e who sti l l can he exposed to the ant i - s emitism of Gera ld 
197 

L . K. Smith. 

197tbi d ., p. 23. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSI~S 
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In t he decade b~fore the Second World War, antisemitism in the 

United States reached an ugly crescendo. The bell-wether event which 

pr ecipitated these anti-Jewish activities was the rise and success of 

Adolf Hitler and National Socialtsm in Ger many . The r easons "'hY anti­

semit ism became temporarily popular and, t hen, quickly declined will 

be d iscussed . 

In 1930 ' s were years of world-wide social and economic chaos. 

Governments and comnercial systems rose and fell at a n alarminb rate . 

The Uni ted States was not spared; it, too, was suffering a severe 

depression. People instinctively clamored fo r both a solution t o their 

financial plight and a scapegoat upon which to blame t heir woes . 

Throughout h i story, the Jews have often served this latter r ole . 

Ther e was not one major antisemitic movement wh ich attracted t he 

a ttent ion and i maginat ion of a substantial number of Americans, as t he 

Nazi Party had in Gennany . During the ' 30 ' s, many antisemitic or gani­

zat i ons appeared in America, each appealing to a certain specific 

segment of the population. Americans of German descent, who took 

pride in Hitler ' s accomplishmen ts and agr eed with his racial theories, 

j oi ned the German- American Bund. The Bund was probably subsidi zed 

with funds fr om Nazi German~. People who were attracted t o the 

Ku Klux Klan in the l920 1s felt at home in the Black Legion, the Kni~bts 
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of the White Camellia, or William Dudley Pelley's Silver Shirts . Roman 

Cat holics could reinforce their feelings of antisemitism by lit tening 

to and r eading the publications of Fat her Charles E. Coughlin, the 

famous " radio priest." Those who wished to conceal their pre judice 

in rather vague anti- Communis t generalities could join Gerald L. K. Smith 

in the emb r yonic s tages of his Judeophobia. Late in the l 930 1s, he 

developed the Co1I1Dit tee of One Million as a for um for his be liefs . The 

J\merican Jewish Community was quite fortunate in t hat the rivalry and 

enmity between these diverse groups was almost as str ong as their 

antisemi t ism. Therefore, there was never a cohesive alliance of anti­

semitic groups in the United States . 

William Dudley Pel ley, of the three native antisemites examined 

in this thesis, ultimately had the least effect. Pelley was essentially 

a dr eamer who combined his fascistic gr and of antisemitism with an 

exotic spiritualism. He was never a charismatic leader and could neither 

gain a large following or raise money. His Silver Shirt movement began 

i n 1933 and reachee its zenit h in early 1934 with a peak membership of 

15,000 , mostly lddle class, meo and women . 198 

Fathe r Charles E. Coughlin may go down in his tory as this nation's 

most i nfluential ant isemite. He was one of the f irst men to realize 

the po tential of radio as a medium of mass Col'llllunication . The "radio 

priest" skil lfully exploited the airwaves to gai n a following of mi llions 

of Americans who devotedly listened to and were influenced by hi s Sunday 

198 
Strong, Op . Cit . , p. 51 . 



afternoon broadcasts . Two crucial facts about Coughlin must I.le noted: 

He did not become overtly antisemitic until 1938, over a decade after he 

began his popular programs. And, the priest ' s following included not 

only Ca t holics but also some Protestants, as well. Before he initiated 

his antisemitic diatribes, he also attracted some Jewish support for 

h i s social and economic theories. Father Coughlin also published a 

nagazine, Social Justice, as a forum for his opinions. This allegedly 

religious periodical contained vicious propaganda directed against 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, American intervention in the Second World War, 

ba~k ·rs, Communists, and, of course, the Jews. Even Father Coughlin's 

superiors in the Church were intimidated by his power; it took direct 

1ressure from the Attorney General of the United States on the Vatican 

to fi nally silence him after Pearl Harbor. 

Gerald L. K. Smith would ultimately become the most notorious 

antisemite in this country. During the time period examined io this 

thesis his virulent Judeophobia was in its embryonic stages. At 

this time, he was undoubtedly an aotisemite but it was not a point t hat 

he openly admitt d . Only after the censoring of Father Coughlin in 1942 

would Smith assume the dubious mant le of being the pre-eminent American 

antisemite. 

Why d i d these three native American antisemites ultimately fail ? 

This writer believes that there are three essential reasons: First, 

antisemitism developed as an outgrowth of the depression, people needed a 

scapegoat. Franklin Delano Roosevelt's New Deal succeeded in , if not 
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totally curing t he economic malaise, at least lifting t he American people 

out of t hei r mental depression and need fo r an object to hate , Second, 

even thcugh Americans, as all people, have prej udices, they also possess 

a s tr~ng dislike of the t ype of oppression t hat the Jews suffe red in 

Na zi Germany, They mi ght not have been Judeophiles but , by and lar ge , 

they did not wish to be identified with and therefore re pudiated Hitler' s 

antis emitism. Thir d, the Roosevelt administration exerted pressur e against 

these antisemitic groups and t heir leaders, wi t h the r esult that t hey 

declined i n power. Bot h Wi lliam Dudley Pelley, of the Silver Shirts, and 

Fri r.z Kuhn, ' Fuhrer' of t he German American Bund, were convicted of 

crimes . Father Coughlin was almost brought to tri al for sedition. 

The years f rom 1933 to 1941 provided t he most fertile c limate for 

the growth of ant isemi tism in the United States, It i s a credit to 

the American people t hat , fo r the most part, they enthusiastically 

rejected t his most irrational form of prej udi ce, 
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Mayor Fiorello La Guardia of Nev York City, a favorite scapegoat of 
Father Coughlin (Social Justice , April 5, 1937). 
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An edi t orial cartoon, note t he facial features of the devi l (Social 
Justice, Auzust 2,_ !.9J]) -----

The Devil Ta Ices a Vacation And Learns Something 
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i• ii he u i~· '" : ..... 111 c ll' that he j, no 
•111i-"1t·mi1t : ... l.f. I" t :" 'MO I HER. 
TllE t:'.'t~\I\ h' ~xpo•i n~ him to 
1hl· " ·01 l.t a• :t 1f.rn!?•' f to <tit C'i\ili~ , .......... .. 

'91•. the _1 , . .,. i·h G~ucr;al Council 
'Ukc'l' it' ll\' II .1•h ic~ :Intl " aU.,\\'C"R

0

' 

f'a1hc·r l 'u 11!,thl i11· • < h:11lc>n\!C that the 
Jt'"'' n·p11oli .t1 •' ( •111111111ni .. m h~· pub­
"'hinj:\ ;1 -< 11 1 r i l"""' a!tat l upon the 
saclit • i,ri1·•t . \ hr .. 1kle1 i\ ht•inic dr-

.... . I , -.., 
f'1ll;tlf'l' tll ll d \ 11011 01l!'lll 1, :1• 11••11;_( 

f f :,,,;~-: .... 1\t •'. l'ro 11·;.•a•11 pa,IOI ' , Jrh• 
•• "·riu·• ~ an<I 1·cl1101 ~. The· " ·hole 

~ ~i1tht of thr :thili1ic' amt munr)' of 
l¥' 1«·-·Ni h iah '""'"'•*" ha- hrftl 

r adio adtltl"" c·, p11l1li,J11 11 undt·t du 
t i1k. "".\111 I \ 11 1i '11·111 i1t·:"- aml .. ti. 
tainahl.: i,, a11 ~ 111w ' 'ho '"' itc' •• • 
1:a1 h t· r C111 1~.dilin- i · a 1 t1111plt tl' 1d 11 · 

1.11 j.,11 i11 :i.h a m t• .. r 1111.: Jc·" ·i,h l.1·11 · 

('1al C1111n1il"· 00 :111•\\"c' I. .. \i1110,1 all' 
"°'" I..·' 1·.I i 1 ion 111 "'uc 1 '1. J 1 ' 11t 1 - h11 1 
l''P"' ia lh ol J ;11111;11' :.!·; \\ hi1 It rq11 " · 
tl111 n l the 1 ~1 ii j, h \\'hiH· l ' :i p 1·1·'"-

1 

p11·w11i- l11r1l wr n ·l111a1i1111. 
" \\"l' ha\1· h1rn; I"''' 1al.. e 11 1an· ,., 

di,1·1,.tli1 the l'ril',1hootl .. r 1hc l{"'i"' · 
aml then·ll\ 111 r 11i11 t h l' il' 111i"i••n •>II 
earth WHICll I :'\ ·111..-,1 .. I>.\\ ' 
l\11<~11 I' ~Tll.l. l\E :\ Gtff \THI~· 
DR.\ ~CE ·1 () l . "I ... ,a, ~ l '111to1 nl .\ o. 
5. ol the .. ,., ,,,,"oh fl f th• J.,.,11 ,,, d 
l~fdt'r( nf lim1". 1 he l<·""i'h pre'' 
call' tlw..c collection~ "f•ll"J.;l:l'it·' ... 

Rut tlw T11/111 11tl, wh '.di 110 J1·wi•h 
editor to claH· ha" vet darnl to n·pmli­
ate, con .. tanil~ enj••in'i the )t·w to I t'· 

~ant all non-Je" -s as "cau lc:" or 
"'bt•a..t.," "·h~ mi...Jnn i• 1n .. n ·c 
""the cltooen. 

Time magu.ine" refcs~ to tip 
Shrime T..-·u as a ra.m .._ .. 
" 'ill not be witlMMll 
therefcwe to 
~ 

.,,.,-
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losi•l Jgtlg aalutea the ''bravery" of one of ita dealen. April l, 1939. 

S1ea•ll Na. Fo,._. 
· in F ee/c llecofllft a 

'Social Jmiice' Hero 
NEW YOllK. N. Y.--For the 11ee­

onc1 time within a week, .f~. 
h11n1 have au.eked a SoCliL v 
uJesman on a New York train. 

WbUe eellin1 this National Week­
b' on the Third Avenue elevated In 
the Bronx, Peter- P. Lucenti wu u­
•ulted by a man who pw his name 
• "'Samuel Wea" and by 8eftl'al 
otlaer ....... whole identity is un­
known. 

..... Lucentt. who ........ dis­
tributin1 Soa&L Junn:a for a num­
ber of years. wu pneeedlq throuah 
the train ealliq out the mqazine 
when, without wamlft& he was at­
tacked by "Weila," leftl'a1 olher men 
and at least one waman. 

Lucenti wa thnnrn to tbe loor of 
the car, 1ttatched on the facle, .evere­
ly brui8ed and l\drered a Wletdwd 
knee. The elnated train fltGppecl 
when the emerPftC'.J mnl .,.. pulled 
and train penis mme to l.ucenti'• 
help. A policeman aniwd tram 0.. 
street and Mr. Lucenti cauaed Mm 
to arrest "Weill." The latter mun­
tered with a charge aplnst l.ucentL 
The beaten man was "paroled .. in tM 
l'llre of bla attorney. 

Last week'• SoclAL J~ ....,,_ 
J. Edward Silver's a~ a .. 
ygr-old Joseph GI~ la a -.. 
wl)o train. In ,.samr ... ..,, rather 

./ 

lu. er, ... put on the de-
cue being held fw tile 
the Cb~ •• In ... 



Appendix G 

Father Coughlin'& Sixteen Principles of Social Justice. Social Justice, 

September 4, 1939. 

NATIONAL WEEKLY 

Soeiol 
JlldiOI' 

,.,,,,,,JHJ 19J6 by F111hrr Co111hli• 
f' 11hh.tied bJ The Sorial JuNi« f'uhh•htntl ( Al. 

16 P1HNCIPUS Of SOCIAl NSllCI 
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Appendix R 

An anti•emitic editorial from Social Justice of Apri l 7, 1941 

Ar~ Jt~w~ H«·f iµioni~•~ '! 
C ONSTANTLY it io; a .. sertt'd th<tt J ews Fii 

t he object o f a t .wk b~c-ausc o f their re­
ligion. 

Constantl y it ic: :iffirmed thnt a nti­
Semiti m i~ purt'I~ nnti -religioni m. 

What nre the focts? 

The B'nai B'rith M P. c:en~er ( M 3rch. 
1941 ), 1-.elps to cl.irify the que. tion : " h 
J udaism a religion?" 

In an article by I ra Ei enstein we read: 

"T he J ey, c: are known as a ' religious' 
group. and. for the most pa rt. they speak of 
themselves as belonging to a religion. Vet 
m ost J e,.;s today art> not affili a ted with 
religious instit utions. and m <1 11y who a re, 
contend tha t they have joined synagogues 
for all t he a cti vi ties which the synagogue 
conducts - except religious services. T hey 
become mem bers o f congregations fo r the 
social. educational or recreative va lues they 
m ay derive from m~1 11bership." 

T a k ing the above J ewish asser tion at its 
face va lue. it appea rs that the majority of 
J ews are not religionist s. Hence Jews are 
not persecuted on account of their re ligion, 
in Germa ny or elsewhet 

T he cause or causes of their disparage-­
m e nt must be sought elsewhere; not con­
cerning us at the mo ment. 

W e are m erely :aterest ed in settinl! d own 
t he statement which a ppeMs in B'nai B'rit h 
M es enaer - one of the mo~t inA11t'n tia l 
a nd author itati ve publi~a tions in the J<>w­
i h world. 

T he B'nai B'rith art icle indeed m a intnins 
that "t he prime mi ... ta ke is to sp e:-i k of the 
J ews a s a reli '1, iouc; (?.roup.'' 

Accepting thi s v ic>wpoint :is ndopt t'd hy 
the R ccomtruct ion i<.t J ews, t he au tho r 
m a intainc; tha t ''.f 11dc1i '-m is n ci\•ilin1rio11: 
and j t'w-. a re he ld togt•t h<'r by a co1nmon 
sC'nse of kint..h ip or ,·ln!-etwc;c; t o t he \',uinus 
e lem ents in th:1t l' ivil i/.at io n ... " 

P recisely bC'c.ll' -e J t?\\ ''> p;i rade Jud.iism 
before the w ort I :i.; n Cl\ ali7.ition - a 
ci" aliz:ition cornpo-..t ti nf nwmlwr.; in thl? 
ranks of .J<.>wc; \\ 1, ~ 1n r 1 l 1c mo.,t pnrt . a re 
irrt>ligious. tlwv t'an n1•\ t•r 1·x1wc t :lll \'t hin~ 
el-..e except o ppo-..itinn frnm the ci \•i liznt1on 
p roposed by C hri .. t .and hPl rf - a t lea-..t. in 
t lwory- hy Chr.<.t i.111 l1•,1dl'rs. 

Ch r istianity is cnmpo-..cd o f ] l'W :ind 
G en til e; J ud.ti'>m i .k" 011 ly. 

It is q uite impo-,-..ihle for a J oe,ic~! I per-..on 
to concei\'e how thea c.in he CO-QJ t•r.1 t ion, 
f?.OOd feeling anci ~ood will f'x1s t i11g- het\\ t'<' ll 

t hf> J ews and ot IH•r-. a . long :t'\ the .k w 
inc:ist th:it .T ucl<ti..,m - compo-..c>d for t he 
m o t pnrt o f irrela~aou'i .J c•ws - i ~ a< inlu.1-
t ion n·hich t!lt~tr l l'.ldl'r' .ire <•t1dC'u\ 11rin~ ro 
impose u pon t he 1\·orld. 



Appendix I 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wiae was a favorite target of Cougblin's antisemitism 
aa d8110natrated by thia editorial from Social Juatioe of Dec. l, 1941 , 

r Ha hhi \\ i~e - i"111~·rnal ion~• I i~I 
V'AT ONE of the mo·t tcmpe ·tuous meetings held in F 

F orum. Bo ton. Rabbi Stephen S. Wise denounced No rm .. 
as a n evil influence in American life: cal led Charles A. L 1; 

on ::i mmoral being: a nd os a iled U. S. Senator Cabot Lo1 1_t 

of thl' men who pre\'ented America's entry into the Lt> .. ~ . 

IE ·1 

tion ~nd. therefore. is more re pon ible for the prec;r nt \\', I \1.'.,r 
•h:rn H itler him elf. I Rabbi Wi e is not a n:-it iona li ·t . By proclivity he i.; n d' l 1 • .·!·"· 
red internationa list. T o him. America nism is isolatio111 .... m T i.:m 

~ inte:nationalism is interventionism. 

L From the outset. Americani m was identified with n.it·• · .. :•r:l, 
.1s aga inst imperialism or any other ism which impl ied t h • • :. 1 ·: J. 
ence of the origina l Thirteen Colonies upon a ny otht>r n,J t ;, . 

From the beginning, Communism was international- 111~ c. :. 

avowed internationalism known to the world until. pen h l"t' . it 

was interpreted that H itle r desired to internationalize ci\ ii· . .. u :-. 

It is interesting to note that Dr. Chaim Weizma nn. prl , 1t'1 1 • o. 
the W orld Zionist Orgnni.!a tion and the Jewish Agency fr ' P :t< 

tine, recently condemned the British policy as a ffecting ] C\\ '· 

Dr. W eizmann said: ''Jews have been penalized for their I 
and devotion to 9ritain." He added tnat he was "unable t• 
anything except disappointment and frustra tion .. from Brit :a. 

This spokesman for J ewry definitely has indicated ttw · t::u 
of leading J ews throughout the world towards Britain. T L1: r:il r 
Rabbi Wise and tho e J ews who support :-.im are now find in:.. :! e. 
selves intere ted in intervention more for maintaining the t ' •:< ... 
of the U.S.S.R. than for aiding the British Empire. 

Neverthele s, R abbi Wise is the leading Jewish voice 11 

ica. He is accepted by Catholics and Protestants as the equi' 
the American Pope of J ewry. Unwittingly p<>rhaps, he con .; 
every Jew who loves America more than Moscow. 

• 
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