
CRITICI811 OP '!BB TALllUD II BASKALAB LITERATUU 

WIT"tl SPECIAL RKPEREllCE TO THE WORKS OP OSIAS B. SCHORR 

Jew18h Inat1tute ot R•l1g1on 

19:56-36 

Thi• tlwaia ia aul:mltted in partial 
tult1lla9nt ot th9 requir ... nta tor 
graduatioa troa th• J•w18h Inat1tut• 
ot Religion and the cont•rrl.ng ot 
th• degr••• ot Rabbi an4 M.B.L. 



C 0 li T E 11 T S 

Preface 

l .Introducto17 chapter 

2. Vollml•• I to fl of H•Cbaluts 

3.~ollJIDea III to XIII ot H•Ch&lut& 

4.Analya1a ot 8.cborr 

5.lilot•• 

-6.Bibli(>grap)Q-

Page 
l 

~ 

9 

30 

45 

64 

67 

• 



-1-

PRD'ACE 

What are the p ermanent values of Judaism? Thia queation 

was uppermost in the mind or the writer on undertaking this study. 

In a changing world when all religio~a authoritie~ are tcing flagr.nt

ly disregarded, and when all the laws of the religion are caat aslde, 

it la desirable to know what are the lawa and autboritiee that a~e 

of permanent Yalue and muat be kept in order tor one to remain a 

Jew. 

A modern Jew cannot accept the view of the Traditional 

group wbo aay, •Adjust your lite to conform to all religious lawa~ 

The laws were made for man and tJ:iey must be adjusted. to suit the 

aew times. Thia vie# ia generally accepted by all who sincerely 

want to remain Jewe and yet find the new aocial, economic and pol

itical statue of the Jews entirely differ ent from that wbioh pre

vailed prior to the nineteenth century. 

By making a study or the attempta at the a.dju.at.aumt. of law 

to life in the paat. we could get to know what adjustment• could be 

made at the present time and how the adjustment couli be made. Thia 

knowledge la of vital importance tn order that no definite break 

between the old and the new take place. Su.rely, all cbangee 1n 

Jewish life muat be baaed on a continuation of the traditional Tiew 

and giving lt new interpretations, and not by definitely and 

sharply' breaking with tradition . But first we muat know of tbe 

attempta that wer a made in the ~t, eapeoially ln thoee countriea 

where Je.a lived in great numbera and bad a deep attaohmen~ to 

the paat. In tbie way, we could avoid the mistakes that were made 

in the quarrel be tween tboee who wanted t o adjust the law mid thoae 

who r efused to do eo. 

• 
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Because the Haakalah period in Jewish hiatory came into 

being aa a result of the changes in the social, economic and Poll

itical statue of Jewry, it reflect ed the thought ant striTinga cit 

present-day Jewry more than any other period in Jewlah history. It 

is for this reason that this study deale with the H.aakalab period. 

In addition, the study of the criticism or Jewiah tradition and 

those works which r eflect this tradition by those who made a thorough 

study of it will giTe ua a clear notion of what waa of perm.acnt 

value and "hiob must always be affirmed by Jen in order that it 

may survive. 

In this thesis, th~ s ~udy is limited to t he worka or 

~~ {~ ·7 Osais H. Schorr,~Galicia May 22nd, 1814 to September 2nd, 1895~ 

Schorr •as the most outspoken critic ot the Talmud and Rabbini• .• 

In his attacks, Schorr sought to bring about definite ch&n8•• 

in Jewish law and iite. Beceuae ot his profound knowledge cf 

Jewish antiquities and its literature, Schorr•s works are ot 

value in aquainting us with the attempts at reforming Jewish 

life that was prevalent among the Jewish people in Eas ~ern 

Europe. 

It is the hope ot the present writer to continue th1a 

study 1:1 t~e near future by delving into the works ot those 

•aak111m who preceded Schorr and those who followed him as 

well as his contemporaries in order to make a thorough stud7 

ot the attemp t s that were made in adjuating Jewish law and 

religion to the new conditions that have come about since th• 

politiual, i social and economic emancipation. 

' 
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Cr1t~:s1• ot Ua• Talllud in Haakalu Lthrature. 

W1'1a Special B•t•r•n•• to tlle Works ot Oai•aLB .... ScbOl"t' • .. ~ : .. _. 

Introduetori ~pkr: 

'1'lle Tallmd laas been tor eenturiea tile autllor1~ tor 

Juda11111. It served aa a guide to Jewlu lit•. 'l'he :&alacbah, the 

Law, that governed tbe dail7 lite ot the Jen waa found in the 

Te.lmud and in the legalistic works a~ aa D"j>Ol!J , Jf 1 UJ , 

D "f/J1rJ , D"fJl~n ~ 1'0~il ~y o·ll/11'! '. Jewish 

creative endea~ra ezpreaaed. th .. aelvea in l1terar,. works that 

centered primarily about the la•• tor the bas1a ot Jewish lit• 
& 

1n eve17 countr,. where t he l•w lived waa the lew1ah law. albeit 

h• was enjoined to obey the laws ot the countr,. 1dfrh1ch he 

resided. Th• Jews were aaid to be a state within a state. 

At a Ter'J earl7 date soon atter the completion of th• 

Talmw1,. att-te were made to ~ C""'!>llatione ot Jewish lawe, 

and •• have th• works of ilt~1, llaiaonidea, lacob ben Aslwr 

and Joseph Caro wherein one desiring to know at a glance what 

the Jewish law 1• on a p&.rticular tieat1on ••7 readil7 find it 

b7 conaulting one ot th••• works. Por Bast Buropean leW1"7, loaeph 

C&l'o•a, •Shulcban ArUoh• was extreael7 helptul and V•r"J wt.ci.17 

ooneulted as well as atud1ed.~ ..... 

'JiJ-~41 , /;'1 

, 
Jewish education during th• Baskalah period centered ""t 7~ ' 

pr1Jlaril7 around the atu.d.7 ot the TalJINd. The subject• ot Hebrew 

gry91•r, Jewish h1sto1'7, even the gtlJdJ ot the Bible were either 

discarded with or ver,. hasttl.7 transveraed. 'IA• Jewish bOJ -• 

at a Yer,. early age aubjeeted to the maetering ot th• volU111noua 

texts ot the Tallllud as well aa being taught the miDutae of Jenab 
. -

laws in order that he ma7 know how to practice th•. 

Jewish lit• wa11 '8.t'tected by eighteenth c•ntur,. "Ra timlali•" > 
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tor it gaTe riae to the .Jewish enlightenment period.bett.r Jmo• 

aa •the Ba8blah period.• until the rise ot t.be Baalralah period 

in .Jewish h1atol'J, Jew1ah lite and letters oentered around •Jewiah 

law•• now 1t attaapted to aeaulari•• Jewish lUe."' 

The llOTe .. nt tirat aa~a lta appearan~• under th1a name, 
r 

•Baakalah•, 1n German7 in the latteP part ot the 18th ceDtUl'J 

but waa abort-liTed there. Tbe tirat generation of hl'll&ll Baakalah 

waa alao th~ laat. 1'h• moT•ent had a alightl'7 longe,r lite 1n 

Galicia where it paaaed on troa Geraan7. The Galic1an Baakalah 

waa reall7 the tranai t1on troa Oenaan7 to Ruaa1a where the 

" 110vement had lta longest and aoat produot1Te period. 

Hebrew waa the language ot the Jlaaldlia tor 1t was tbe 

language moat widel7 understood bJ Jewa aside tram Y1dd1ah. Thie 

latter tongue waa despised b7 the llaskilia and the7 ~ould not 

uao it in their l1tera17 works. There is extant m~7 Tolumea ,.., 

ot literary output ot the Baalcalab period. 

It 1• not eaa1 to define "Baakalah", "Jewish Bnlight.zent"• 

tor the movement dating oyer a period trom about 1780 to the r1a• 

ot t.b• Cb.ibbath Zion aoT•ent in 1881 chu.ged 1ta tendencies 

•••eral. times! Baakalah ia often oriticizet and acouaed ot being 

the OPP.OS! tion part7 to Juda1aa aa interpreted b:-r the Rabbis. 

Asher Ginsberg, better known bJ b11 paeudoa.J!a •A.bad 

Ba•• tells U• that, ·~e Hebrew word 'Baskalahj tranaleted 

•enlightenment' tor want of a more adequate equ1Talent, ie uaed 

to denote aodern EU.ropean culture, ae dlstinguiah•d tzocn the 

purely Hebraic stu41•• to which the Jed.ab a.ind ••• cont1n•d 

during aoae centuries ot Ghetto lite. It inoludea not onl7 the 

pursuit of tgeneral' (1.e., non-Jeidah) aubj6ct• ot knowledge, 

but also th• app11cat1on of modern method.a ot research to Bebrn 
II I 

literature and Jewiah histo17. 
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A fuller definition ia given by Peter Wiel'Dick in -

the Jewish Bncyclopedia. "Baakalah lndicatee tbn beginning ot 

the 110vement. mong the Jewa about tb• end ot tho 18th century 

in BMatern Burope toward ablt.Ddoning their exolwtiY•D••• and 

acquiring th• knowledge. aannera. and aap1rat1ona ot t.b• aationa 

among wbml they dwell. In a more reatricted aen11e it denotea the 

atud7 ot .,lical. Hebrew ad ot th• poetical• acjlentitic and oritio

al parta ot B•brew literature. It ia identified with th• aubati

tution ot th• study ot modern subject• tor th• 11twt7 ot the 

Talmud; ·.tth. the opposition to tanet1c1•• aupelt"at1t1~n, and 

Basidiam; with the Mdoption '>7 J•"• ot agriculture and hand1 .. 

cratta; and with a deaire to keep 1n touch with the time•.•' 

In a word. Haaka.lah la the reliance 01:i •reaaon• and 

not subject to &DJ' authori t y. ?he maak111m who putic1pat9d. 1n 

the moveaent wanted t.o rdrodel Jeuieb lit• and religion acoor

ding to th• dictates ot •reason". Traditional d1>paa b•c•• to 

them 1nooapat1ble with th• new tlaea and ~t. ob,janged eondition1. 

irot. Salo Baron apeaka ot the Baekal•ah moveaent aa 

being 9re .. emanc1pat1on aae1a1lat1on and ot RefOJl'lll •• poet

aa&n'!i pation aea1m1lat1on. The aaakilim called ·the "lCiVement ,. 
a 9 fight between darmeea and light~ There are m1an7 who eee 1n 

the movement a detinite aaaimilatory tendenc7; lbut~ . on the•· 

other hand, we tind aan7 who maintain t hat thti 1aonment baa 

been a ble1111ng tor J•wr:r• Ill". Koaea lleimaan, :ln hie wlua• 

ot e11aa711 oalled• • JUDl?I J1'1Il, •. •"7•11 

DrjJrl ~Jo.11 flD)JJTln S, ;r~mo n~JUlniJ nllJD~ ow) ftl. 
~~ il!rttriil nK ;r1n ilJVil n~;i, l!l'n~ .n•:r!J D7fJ 'DlJ~il 

" ·: 1p1rn1 1o'n~~ . rJDlfJ niDJnn~ , JJ~ » 
It i1 now generall7 conceded that Baallralab was the 

.... 
forerunner and tbe beg.1.nn1ng ot Retol'Jll in Jewialti lit'e.• The 
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Jla.ek111a who participated in th;ac>T9Jffnt aougb.t t ;o make J\lda1m 

conform with the cbangiDg conditiona ot toe tiae. Th•J' aougbt 

to 1.mpron the 1ntellec~l and material condi t101na ot tmf ewa. 

Haakalah went hand 1n hand w1 th Reform in aeekin@; to becoae 

eaancipated trom the authoritf' or the •JD&.Sogue •ind from Jewish 

religioua-na~ional 1nat1tut1ona. l'h•J' dea1red tbe1 secularisa

tion ot Jewish lite. Their movement waa aotiTatedl b7 the deaire 

tor aocial, political and ecoDOllic rights, tor ttte cheriahed 

"emancipation•. 

In Geraan.7, where Baskalah tire~ made j.ta appearanoG~ 
"' the aoveaant after the f irat generation ot llaaldl.1a gaT• place 

to "Reform Jud&.1••. J!rot. Shalom Spiegel ""• 1 t; well when he 

aa7a, nThia aerT111 t7 ot epir1 t and tear~eaa c•t being thought 

. ./,. ., ,_:/" 74. / disloyal led ~ to eradicate the name ~,. Zion 1~roa t he pra79r 'rl'.)I~ 
1 

book, to eliainate Hebrew ae the 1~4"° ot worab1p, and, in 
I 

general, to blot out "'all traces ot national.ism t1~ th• Jewish 
J 

rites and teativala •••••• 'l'bey reduced th-aelTe11 to the rank 

ot a religious conteaaion, and rep~ated th9 peculiar character 

and content of the religion -- aly thia tor the 11ake ot winn1Dg 

the confidence ot thd auropean world, ot showing th .. s•l••• 

worthy of 8148.Dcipation." '~ 
Haskalah taught that the alien enT1rom1ent and~ · culture 

W&8 far 8up&rior to the .i'ewiahe "lhJwanity Waa l"eflarded &II the 
If 

antitheaie ot Judai•n. The llask111a, 1n order t() gain their 

end, criticised and satirized Jewiah 11t• aDd Jesjlah inatitutiona. 

They a1ngl,4Jout the Talmud and Rabbinim tor th4t!r attacks in 

their dealre to bring about the sought tor nhang•••• 'l'h•7 felt it 

to be their duty to liberate the Jewish maaaea tl:-om the deadeniag 

tormali• ot the Jewillh Balacbah. '!hia, they argued, •ould •a 

the Jew tit tor the new enTironment. 



Baakalah, 

•1•wa 1n the Talmud 
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d 

like Retora,aought justification tor 1ta 

a.mfabb1n1c writings and later engaged in 

the cr1t1cim ot the Tahmd and Rabbin1-. The •Shulchan APuoh• 

s:articularl7, waa attacked. Th• llaakilim telt t.hat ~ attacking 

the Talmu.d the7 would weann tb9 autbori~ ot th• Rabble and 

th•r•bJ brln8 about th• changes in Jewillh lawa to auit the tiM 

a.ndfonditiona. Rabbi llu Raisin, 1n hie article appear1Dg in tb9 

16th annual 7ear book ot th• Central Conterence ot the ••rtoan 

Rabble, entitled, "l'he-Retora •o~ .. ent aa Reflected in the Weo

hebra1c titerature•, attmapta ~o prowe th• influence ot Baakalab 

on the Retona ••ment and ebowa the d••1re ot tbt Jkak11111 to 

weaken the bold of Rabb1n1sa on Jewish lite b7 their attack on 

the Talmud and Rabbinic literature. Be apeaka ot th• Bukalah 

as being "the aeana ot transition trom the tents ot Sh- unto 

the beauQ' ot Japhet, trom the narrow .Jontin•s ot the Bet-ba

Mid.ra~h to the gorgeous and fascinating t~mplea ot aecular ,, 
education.• 

In the ••eat, i.e., 1n Geraan7 and. in Aa•rlca, t.h• 

movement succeeded in bringing about definite changes in 
11 

Jewish r1 tu.al and SJD&gope worship. In the Baat, bow•••r• 

due to ~he concentration ot large nWllbera ot Jewa, the mo••
ment tailed to elicit the desired responae. Aa Prof. Spiegel 

L 

puts 1 t,] •tn Bae tern Burope the Baakalah was contronted bT 

autochthonous Jewish forces which before 1ta appearance, 

independent ot all alien influence, had tlared forth from 

the folk soul -- foreee which either bad anticipated the 

enlightenment by themselves preparing th• transition to 

modern thought or else, through a deep-going 117atic revi•al, 

had rendered the aassea quite impervioua to the ~lah.•'' 

Pew Jews were ~•ote4 b7 1ibe propaganda ot the 
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Jlaskillm, and Haskalah literature never reached the wide 

masses. Talmudisa and RabbiJ::.iem were able to maintain their 

authorit7 on the Jewish peQple in ap1te of a11 the attacka on 

them trom the llaakilim or from the rla• ot the Ret'orm ntovement. 

The attempts of th• societ7 tor the Promotion ot CU.lture 1n 

~uasia to secularize Jewish lite and Jewish education ended 1n 

dismal failure aa did the a~tempta to organize Refo!'D:ed aJU&.8oguea 

b1 Eastern Europe. It was only in the twen t1etb centur;r that 

the breakdown in Jewish religious authority came about and aa 

a result ot causes that are not within the res lm ot diacuasion 

in this study.,, 

The greatest value of Haskalah and 1,• .. hat will remain 

its permanent contribution to Jewish lite and letters is 

"The Scie;lce ot Judai11D1", or as it is usuall1 called "Tb• Jewish 

New Learning~ In order to gain their ends, the Maakillm subjected 

the Jewish past and its literary output to scientific aerutin7. 

By d6lving into the literature and h1ator7 ot the Jews as well 

as into the lite and literature ot other peoples, much that ia 

ot lasting wor~h baa b••~ made 8Vailable. In tact, the works ot 

these students and scholars are the basis on which all ot 

•ub•ttqunt atudi•• have been baaed. In their research tm 

Maakilim sought to !ind justification tor the vi••• the7 h•ld, 

nevertileleas, their contribution led to the rea~genc• ot 

Jewish ac1ent~t1c studies in all branches ot l•-iah lite 

and lettera.i..o 
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OSIAS B. SCHORR 
Volumes I to VI ot Hechalutz. 

Oeia e B. achorr, called t h e Gal1cian Voltaire: ie with

out dissent apoken of ae a aoet capable ecbolar, ae a bold 
.~ reformer, and ae a "keen-witted critic or tbe Talaud. Be 

was born in Brody, on May 22, 1814, in a family of notable 

scholars. Schorr receiTed an 1ntena1Te educat i on in the 

'!'a l.mud and Rabbinic 11 tera ture. Be wae t'ree troa economic 

dltricul.tiee which eeeme to he.Ye giYen him an independent 

neture. Hie rather-in-law was the grandson of th• very 

well-known Rabbi Ezekif Landau. ,., ~. l..wr ", .>,/...,..~ 1" J'- -"' ' ? 
In hie earl7 aanhood, Schorr came in contact wi th the 

German. "Judiache Wie•enatr!at't" moTenent 1D which zwu, Geiger, 

and Jost were t ne chief participators and contJ>lbu\re ae 

well as wi th the Xaellilim of hie own country. Be waa espe

ciall y intluenced bJ Iaaac .Brter, and together 1b.ey planned 

t he periodical "Meenalutz" to which Schorr deYoted hi• li

terary ceree!". This intl uence of Erter on Scborr11• mentioned 

by Gerehom Bader who wrote soon after Schorr's death, 

,v '>M...~w· •1nJal1 a·1~~l l·y~n'> ,a., -~v~~vp-1100 ~ 
~·wDn nmw "Y~~ •n•1 nM~1J nio~ n., • .,~ n1~ ,~~Pl nn~e~nw 

' I" .,M~l1• •J1DK 'Dl'>11 WDJ f,lM:>D • 
Schorr deTo ted. his lite to study and research~ Bis 

erudition and learniag ie attested to by tbe •&n7 achola!"e 

who refer to hie works, albeit there ie little WJ"itten about 

Schorr nor ia th.ere a blog!"apby of bia. The •atirlcal and 

cri tical method he puraued caused hla friends to l eave him 
r 

an4 at his funeral only two or three llaat.111.m were preaent. 

Prof. Solomon Schechter wrote ot, "That de-.out Jew. Oeiae 

Schorr, in whoa p rofound l9 ernilg 11>:mllined with an uncoa

promising dlepoeiti on of mi nd product1Te ~ a t71>icel ch .. -

.. "-'. . 

I JJ 
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pion or Rad1calba in thinge re!igioue:" 

I n his day, Schorr wae one ot t.b• outetanding llaellil1.a 

who attacked the Rabbie ana their authority • 
., ., 

• ~,,n •o~n ~~ '~"J ,"" ,~~~' 1~o~n •imo• 
He •a• among the 1'i rat 01' Jewish aoholare 1n ~oland who 

• sought t o emend the text ot tbe Bible and. !alaud. Bo one 

dared to emend thelft) lft in Poland prior to Scborr•e teulees . ..., 
endeavors. In this, our author was greatly int'l uenced by 

non-Jewish scholars, e.g. , Iennicott, Whatke, Rhode, and -
Bo~~q 

! n addition to his profound ~egard tor the "truth" ,. 

to which he deTOtea h~a researches, SclK>rr had a definite 

purpoee in the satirical and critical. works to which he 

dedicated hiJllaelt. He call ed on the Rabb la and lead era ,to 

chenge t~e laws, the Halachah, to conform with the new times 
ti and conditions. Lachowe r speaks or ~chorr•e desire, 

·~·.~,l a•11p~ ~~·~, ~~ nv11" n~•on •i1n• J•l ~~,v~· 

Schorr sought to discred i~ the authority ot the Rabbis or 

the MisLla o.nd Oemera ae well ae those who added to the 

"tence eround the law" in order to prove to hia contempora

r i es, who regs rded every word ot the Balachah as coming trom 

Sinai and the Rabbis aa being divinel7 inspired, that the Ba-
~ ~ I.\ 

lechah wss really human crettt l ons and,. the Rabbi t .,. mortal beings .... 

All the l a ws trom the time ot the Soterim to the ~nd ot tbe 

Geonic period were mada to sui t t heir t i .Wand pl~ce , ..nd 

Schorr devoted hilllaelt (1n hie first six volumes or the Bechalutzl 

to insisti ng that th• Rabble adjust the laws to suit the new 

times and place. Schorr, who was steeped in Jewish Balachah 

and Rabbinia learning, and whose very soul Vias 1ll6ra1ned in 
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the Torah~ could not eeail7 tree himselt trom the 

end attacked the Rabbia ot h1a day very bitterly and called 

on them to widen these narrow confines of the Law.•f 

'l'n~n, .,Pl ~,,l., _.,KMDJP~Y ~ ~~" .,,,,. ~.,.. "'"' ~,," -~ ~~· 

I~ 
t ,nDK .~, ,~ .. ,r,~DK ~-D~1 1•0• ·~ ,~,""~ ~- ·~,l D1~D , , 

TO Schorr t !l•t..,D· f'HSD were a bur den, and he sought 

to discard the •na•.,,•~at surrounded the ··~a"'The burden 
• 

was no t due to t he acttvitie s o~ the early Rabbis t or t hey 

did se 0 k t o make the laws suit the times and circumstances, 

but it wee the later authorities who, by the multipl icat ion 

ot la~s, piled U!> burden upon burden . Schorr ls fcarles~ 

t o say._ 

Schorr conceded tha t the laws or t he Klshns and Oemar.a 

served their purpose and were ne ces sary. The Talmudic pe

riod wes a time ot strife and stress and the "tenc•" wae ne-

cessary to preaerTe Judaism. But the changed c~nditiona and 

new times called tor a revision ot the laws to conform with 

the n ew sl tuation.'7 Schorr devoted bill&f:lf in his 11 terary 

works to show t h r t since the early Rabbis were human, and 

created the Balachah tor the tim+nd pl " ce 1n which t hey 

lived, so have his contemporary Rabbis the author i ty to crea te 

laws to suit their ti.me and pl s.ce . 

Schorr •s critical nature and eagerness t o tind here-

tical views expre ss"d 1tsPJf' tn his ear ly manho ')d and at the 
.:.,..I~ 

age or twety-six when his first lite rary creation~ appeured 

in the publ!s~ed in Prenktort A.M. 1n 1840-
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,, 
41. Our author we.a the f'iret to bring to the attention ot 

Jewieb echolara the medieTal Rabbi Aaron Ben Gerehom Abu 

Al-Rebi ot Catania whose chief work• are loet and a auper

commentery on Rashi ia his onl7 Kaa extant. Schorr 'bee ... 

particularly intereated in Al-Rabi tor hia atat .. ent in in-
s 

terpreting Oeneeia ia·. aa7ing • 

• D'"'li nl 'J'Dln1 nir,,",. f ,-..., tt 
.•o~yo • " u

7 

'l"'P ''""o ""''"" P'"'" nlPD~· 
Thia atatement waa later ehown to be a miaunderatanding ot 

ilfte Al-Rabi'• meaning on the part ot Schorr. but it waa re

peated by Graetz in his "~tchichte d. Juden" (third ed.), 

volume Vlll, p. 250, and bJ a. ~appelea in hia "Ge1chicht e 

der Judi ache Li t e rb tur", p. '771. a.• 

Although a rew articl~ s ot Schorr appeared in other pe-
,., 

riodicals. hia chief contribution waa the Hechalutz--an annual--

or which thirteen volumes appeared in pr int dur ing the yeara 

1852 to 1889. Schorr explains the name of his perioc ical in 

the introductory paragraph whe re be calls tor contributions, 

.,;:), '., '>:>1 nJPI' .,;:) ·u1 Dtn'>'> -a·Jl"'n- Dn'lD., IUIX'> IX'>nn .. ' 

~~1JW'"J pi~~ • ., ~f'JM lnJD 
our author joins part ot Uumbera 32~, •n •11'> 1x""" DM 

non'>D~ to part of Terse 22, 

end uses this on the title pege ot each Tolume. Among the 

contributors t o the early volumes were A. (;.ieiger, Abraham 

Krochmal, Mordecai Dubi-11, and Samual David Luzzatto. But 

we may aay that the Bechalutz real1y waa Schorr•e own crea

tion; f or in the later volumes he was practicall~ the sole 

contributor. 

Two definite divis ions are discernible in the Hecbalutz. 

The thirteen TOlumee ma1 be divided into two groups, one 

consisting ot volumes 1 to 6, and the other mmde up of volumea 
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7 to 13. The difference be t ween the e arlier and later volumes 

becomes ouite evident on clo :ie examination of .the He ohe.lutz ."
...A. r,,u.-r.£. ~ 

'Nhile Schorr conceded certain ori p.inulity t o the Rabbi s in 
A 

the early volumes of the Hechelutz, i n the later._he ti-ied to 

shov! that YT1o s t of Jewish thouliht and even s uperstition was 

taken from forei i-n sources e s pecially the Persian. In the 

.first six volumes, we f ind Schorr devoted to havinF the laws 

chanRed , while be (7inn1na; wit~ vol urr.e seven tmtil the last vo-

lume he seer·s to have become a fan a ticP. l believe r in t~e fo-
~) 

reii'Tl influence s on Juda1s~ and i ts cul t ure. 

Schor~ ' s s&tir i cal style i s employed only in the early 

vo1 ur.1es oi the Hechalutz . We f i nd h i m rnalr in <- use of the in-

d ir,., c t method i n orde r to er! t i c ize t'lo\e ~ t3'bbis of old as of' 

h i s con .. emporaries . He ~n aJres use of ~ abhi Si ml e.1, ?a•:ib i '.lvi 

Chaj~s and o th,., rs who sneav for ~~e aut~or i n their at tacY. on 

o ther per- ~on o.1 1 ties and 1h their c,.1 ticisn~ of } ·-..ws and cus-
Vf 

toms. He doe s not ~mploy this style in the l a t e r vol umes , 

but rather the c ire ct quo tin~ from s ources and references to 

scientific worJ·s . 

To V1hat one is to adduce tt1 1 8 ch8n~e, 1 $ a cnatte r of 

speculation. But sever 1; l who have wri t ten on SchorT suggest 

that thi s may be due to the death of hi~. wife anc son .u- Schorr 

dedicat~ s volume VII 0 1 t he Hechfilutz t o the memory of h i s 

v. i fe and volume l1(. to the memory of h i s son . In both c a se s, 

Sc'1orr s pe avs i n most endearing te ' 111S of hi s wife a >i d s6n 

and seen.s to have been really affected by his loss . 

We may now ex ami ne Schorr's crit1 Lue o f the TaJrnud as 

we fl ·d thetr in the fi r st s i )( volumes o i the Hechalutz , 



-14-

beerina in Mi na tha t hi ~ ch1Af purpose i n r.his critlcism was 

not an at t ack on th~ Talmud per se, but i n order to sho¥ that 

t he autho r! t ies o f t he 'I'a ln1ud were human beinps cap1-hle of TT' i s 

t aY e s and not 1nfal l i hle and wh o created l aws to s uit their 

tir.:e and plac~ , and c t:i ll1n P' on h i s contP.1T:porary '?abbia to emu

la t e the e x ample 0 1' tho se Rabbi s in the We st , 1.e. German:,r, i n 

wad jus tina the Hnlachah t.o s ui t the new tiJ. e s and c ond i tion s . 

His t hesi s 1 e that the Tannaim and Amorai m made ,.,.,U and 

,, 1l !'rt t hat clearl y shO~' their human creation vnd ar e not 

"''J 'DD n-.1,. '' so n•a.y the Rabbis of a ll t1n:e s rialre ft\.,U 

end "U!'" that wi l J conf'o•'m to life an d circur. s~e.nces. 

,~1Mln ,-.y1 .,,D ·~l D'l'JY rllP :ntn ,,D~"n• 

•ma ao''D~1 a~f"" D'.,DxJn a•.,~i ll 1Hl .,"" 

,.,.,c, D,.,~, ,an'~1J1~~l1 an·~.,,l D'J1W 0·~1N 

,r .. K , .. ,l DJ .. DIDl Dl , , ,l Ol .,,l DJ •iinH 

a.,.,,n ·~ a•iy nMD~ ao~y ~P a•i•yDn a·.,~, 

1DC1~J .,.,.. ~1le ,.,l, Dl n~1i~l K~W D~i·~1 , 
'"'PD 1JJ'M nt~ rllP ,a•.,t •i•o ,,,.,,,n 11'1Dl 

~~·n.,,lln 'ID a~~ '"~' •~ n~• ID~ a•.,2,1 ,1osv ,~o 

SchOl'T' beui ns h i s a ttacl on t he ~nl•~.ud vii th h i s cri ticism 

of RH bh1 Judah t h e Pr in ca , and n ore espe ciall ~,· fo1~ t:ne l aw for-

mul a ted "ny Ra hi in • "'• rt I.,, 
' nr>~n2 UDO .,,,1 1 '"'" i)r 1-.2" , ' •2 • .,:a, ~m~') .,,~, ,•,2 1'•"' 2., 

."'J'JD~' 
""hitJ J.BW noo ?e1:m u.s~d by Jey;1 ;$h le~der·s e ll th" OUl'.l'h the h ist ory , 

O l l ~f'h•i l f't'Qm t:he tj 111~ oJ t he 1uno r·el!I' to th& pr~sent t o prevent 

tm N oi·rnnr.tHI to b" m~1gq 3.n th@ ll t!l@ol1gh, Thh l 1tw 

1•12-.n~ ~•,oto l>•'I• ttpo ~, • ., n~·n• 
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~·"'•" 1'"2~ 'Ill 12•~1 ~1~D "'1X~1 
'-1 •.n,n a1•n .,, ,. "SD 

Schorr accuses Pe.bi for n.a1' in" t-his l aw for sel f i sh motives . 

He v;e.nted t o lreep t he authority withi n his own hands and to 
~ 

prese rve i t witnin h i s family. 'Ibi s law was made in flagrant 

de f ie.nee of the l aw, "'" 1 •n~ a" l°' ...... • ,. ;_. 

2•n ., ... J'"'.,ftlD "D~•1"'".Re.bi himself made l aws fo r his time 
. " in opnosi tion to man y Rabbis with whom he quarreled. To prove 

that some l aws were abro p.a ted by a later Beb\ Din until the i n

terdiction of Ra bbi J udah, Schorr says: 

1•10~ .,~·~ 1t1"'1.,n ·a~n .,,l "'1DD "1"n~ .. 2.,n .,•orn n~1· 

1SD' .,, ,D"'"" 11~11 ... ~ 1•1D~ no ~~ 1.," ~, '~"~ 1• ~-2~1 
" - (. 

"'""~ lt1JPI' IP" Dl riSW)1 ~D"l 1DJJ2 "2~ ·~ ~~~2 .,,1 "2"' ~· 
i• .. 11pt ~JPl'D 1•""~ ~·1 1nto.,pw D"D~nnD 1•""~ "'"""~"'JS , 

t•112 2"""'" n~• ~~ 1t1"'D~1 ••• 1.,u 1111101 n1 nst.1 1 "•1 

'~·.~·~n~ n:s"'D an•~p '~'' .,,2~n~1 "'"''.," ~~ D"1ti•1nJ2 "'1D•~ 

"Mishna" is t1:1.ken to moan meetings that were held by the 

various schools!' Laws that were f ormulated had to be accor-

din~ to the ma jori ty of those present at the time of the dis

cussion of the particular question. As t he pupi ls of Hille l 

ano Shamsi increased in numb 0 r many ouarrels arose among the 

various rtroups. It looked a s if two di stinct Torahs were to 

•'1 be created. Durin~ one of these quarr els when the pupils met 

i n the a~tic of H~ ben Rizl iehu, the pupi ls of Shammai 

remained at the e ntrance with swo rds and prevented their op-

ponents f rom enterin P. Eift}lteen lav1a were prorr.ulf:!:ated there 
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with Shamma1's pupils in the ma jo r ity . The Rabbis snove of 

t h i s da y as be1n~ , 

J~ -.,1pn t:a n"'J~ DI•::» 'l•-.'1•'> nlPp• 
Aside for t h e se 18 laws, any Beth Din may abrogate e lew o f a ,, 
previous court. Rabi h imself compiled h is Misl:ma f roM s e ve-

ral f! ishna s that wer e a lready exti: nt i n h i s da y . There was 

the Mi shna of Hillel r.s well as that of Akiba a nd R. Eliezer _ .. 
aside from the man~· bidden Mishnas knoYIIl as nJllD DltD Thia • 
clearly shows the h uman element in ·he r-al1 in iz o f t he Mishna 

a l 'oei t later p;e nere. t ions throulth a laclr of unt'erstandinr: 

t reate d t he Mi sbna as being of divine oni~1n . 
\J~'I D'J\"91-.ft l'J\::» 11'Dftft .. ,, -.na .. ,, a•a-.1Dan u 

~\ft9'M , ... .,., """"" •••D\n an•-.n• D'M:lft1 ""'"D" , .. ., 'JD 
•llD on•'IJ ,,.:a::»n1 ,n"!' 'Jtp:a a,n -.a1s 1t• a•:an., a:» .. ., 

11 ., "'''" lllD ,:a:» ' 
The human element in the ma1'inr- of the lialachah is evi-

dent from the various v1e•s held by t he Rabbis on the que s 

tion of the auth orship of the •nuro DltD• 1-

1- Rabbi Meir according to Bobli, Sonhedrin 26 

2- Rabhi Jothanan 1n B. t;e tziah 3~ 
-.......... 

3 - Rabban en i n Yerush alM1, Jevamoth 84 

4- Rabbi Natan in Ke t u noth X, 43. '' 

One would have to lab or in vain to find o r derly and sys-

tematic arranp;e ment i n the t: i shna . Every law that c rune into 

the h ands of Rabi was included in his collection. He often 

mistmde r etood the true meanin~ of the tradi t ion and failed to 

include many o t b -'rs .l, AB a re sul t , many errors crept into the 

Misbna of v.hi ch Rabi' a contempo r aries were aware. 

-

\ 
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,l'lD .,:>on·~, DOI""'~.,. ·'"•" D'~,D l'M1 .,,l.,ln ~:>,. 

:n"t•ln n~·'"' I''' ''>l ,,.l •ln .,:> rl'' ~D• ~""~ ,., 1•l 

To sh ow the confu s i on that exist s i n the Mi shna, Schorr 
,,~ 

devotes an article ca lled , •"' •1w•Here1n he proves, . . 
tnto,~ ,,,pont 'WM~n no11n t11•• t1•,•211 n111Dn nDtJ •:> • 

D~•21 , ·~22n pnJnl l'l 'D~"'~'" pnpn2 l'l D.,, 1~n •:> tD.,S:> , 
·~DJ C* D'Jt~n•nt D'l1WM~n 1a•c1n1 1y~l 1n•Jn1 t111 11~n•n n•l 

·~DDft ••• , D• •n•Dtrtn ••• , D• '"llft "~Dl ••• , D• 'D""'~·n rt~Dl , 
''~·a•.,..aon • .,,,10 ,.,. , •• , D• 

Our author is particularl y inr.er~sted in showin~ that 

+-he authorit i e s who follov. ed t he Tenn aim vie re really t o be 

blamed for the confu.- 1on in Jewis~ Law. The y exa,,;11erated 

the euthor1 ty of· t he Mi shna end deduced f r om i r many ", 11'" 

111:>.,i'll Q•J ., "'~U 1 many c f whom D''>l1'"D DJ••"' "
0 , 

•'J:>trn '>JI.Schorr ci+.es many exs1r.ple s under the title l'Ul11• 

•,tD'>~ to prove that the F.abbis of the Gemar a real l y mi s un-

derstood the true meaninp. of t he Uishna. "' 
~"· M"DD1" ,. n1rm l'Jlftl D':>DnD Dftl1 .,,, on·~n• IJ~l • .,,. 

not,:>1 .D'P'~., "''"'~l rt1l~n., ,,~ D'D'>n"o D·:>~,l "'":>DD •rtf1l 
4~·.n:>""' ,.," "D•n .,y ",.D, • .,l D'i'l'Dl'D D'~l, 

Schorr maintains that there are no 613 Ll1tzvoth. The 

term•1··~n ~ was merely use d as an e xpression on the number 

o f laws . As the r e 1s no o ,.de r and s:ystem i n t h e M1shna, so 

there i s non~ 1n the Gemar a. On e finds many contrad l ctions 

and the Rabbi s are "' J•:i" ·o•aa1 JM~'I o•ia•. n 
Schor~ is p articulaj-ly ~rit1cal ot ·the Ra~bie because 
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The Saborailll as ••ll ea the Geonim added many trad1tlona 

to the Talmlld. 

Schorr favored the Pharisees to the Sadducees or the Ka-

rai tes for he fel t t.ha t t.he Pharisees di d cons i der t "1e fact 

t hat t hey w~re makin~ l liWS t o suit the times &nd conditions 

in which they lived. If at t imes t hey were severe in their 

renderin~ of a law, they could be foraiven because of the cri-

sis in Jev.i sh l ife at the time . I t was due to t heir seek1n rr 

to a djust Jewish law to lif e t hat the Pnarisees bec811e t he do

mi n ant f?l'OUp while the other s f e ll b: the wayside.""~ 

Rabbi Jr.,. ·mo,.o thml an7 or tho .lao,;aia 1e _tho /v 
target ot Sc~!Orr•a critical pen. 

DtlDn Jlft1' ~ •1n ,tJn 1' 1~ p~ 1JDD """' • ., 'D"W'.,'" '>~l,. 

ll"'' ~ M1n .n~~" '~K'>D~1 D'iWl ,~1D1~nl1 ~'~~l l'D•Dn1 

'" •• D'l 1.,ftM "" JD'.,~D D'J ,_., "~ 11.,D¥ n~1D "'DIKn 
I 

But our aut.hor shows t ha t also i n t he Babl1 ~he re wer e those 

who believed in m· p:i c end as t-.roloay as Abayn and Rabbe ."' In 

r~ ct, Schorr does not a i;zree with the ~enerally accepted view 

that t he Babli is to be preferred because it i P later than 

the Jeru.shalm1. ~1 

r.~ any ca sual remar1' s Ol the Rabbis whi ch were really said 

in jest we re taken quite serious l y by later authorities. 

Our aut~or refers to the remarks of R. J eremiah in Ni dah 23A../ 

and B. Ba thra 2.f!'which wer~ not to be tal{en seriousl:: . And 

he pokes fun at the Rabbis who speaJr of a women beinn preg

nant for twelve months, I~, "1D2' and of a woman who gave 

birth to a livinJl child after bein~ pr ep:nant ror four months. "! 
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From many of these ,.,.,..., la~· s were deduced_,for the Amoraim , 
loved .., ' ' n , • l~n.,' ... •cnn'> • ro • 

Because the Amoraim in Babylon i e d i a not want m1my laws 

to be prorr.ul~eted whi ch to then: seemed as r:iany Torahs, they 

accepted the law of Rabi and devoted themse l ve s to ~r~~' 

on the laws that they had in ~he Mi shna. They l i ttl e re gar

ded t h e tlme. and place in v.hich t hey lived. This method dar-

1'ened Jewi 31 lif'e and was the c ause for many useless laws and 

customs which late r ~enera tions o f Rahbis set up and deduced 

f ··om the Gemara . 

D•ylw n-.1~n n ... lnDn nJtDMn .,.,K 1'"""., .. ,,,.l ... l.,n 1'>~'>~ Dnw• , 
,., ... ,,., y:aprt JD n1M~D -.DDl nrtl""~ D•111111-.n a·o~nn 1~c•w 

n.,011 ,,., -."M ,D"liDnl o•~n "'J"""~ ~11~wn~ ~~'r • .,, 

"~, .. ,, n .. IDW "''~" "'"YJ r•ln "~'"" ftJI"-~' D,,l , , - , 
~ •1"'' '"" DJ., •1• nn1 ... n rnr nn1w1 n .. s~ "'""' , , , 

In addition t o t h e laT1 of Rehi wh i ch tfied the hand s of 

later genere~ions in adjust1n~ the Halachah to l i fe, Schorr 

r. a in t.a ins ther~ Wu ~ t he de vas t a t i nQ belief, 

,,,. •o">n lliU ,.,,, ,:a .. 'JD'> .. D,., ,.", """' ,.D""" nD .,,._ 
Thi s belief in the S1nsi t1c ori P-in of· a ll laws was to preve nt 

any chan~es ln J ewi sh law. When t he Rabbi s h a d no euthori ty 

for a la'.~ which ~hey wanted to pro:-·ul ;:ate. they said that 1 t; 

o r 1 ,:?1na t ed wl th Moses to cre ther wl th s.lJ o ther Biblica l laws • 

• a,~D~~ 1-.iifn~ -.~ ~11M~ pn,n "yw2 D'• ... 1D•no "'"""J o--,n• 

a"w-., '>y ~ ·~ lJ""~ no 1~ J"M -1·~..,- '' nl~D ~~,w D"~' 
~l .... 

·~·tMl a·n~ID n·•~D Dl ,, D"'~ ~y n~'>f~ 'D~ ,, 0~~" ·~yl ~~ , 
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But our aut hor main~A 1n e that the l aws r eferr ed t o a s D-.,n 

were a s much a product of the Rabbi s as all o ·her l aws wh i ch 

t:'1e ;: formul ated . Man Ji l aws i n th e r~: i 8hna , To sepht a , Si tra, 

Je r u sh almi, and Be b l i were sai d t o be D•'>n Furthermore "" . , 
whe 1•eve~"D1 .,.~.,n "" '""'D1 • .,Dl '"""D1 ,.,,, .. ftDM~ ttD•l , , , , 
ar P- u sed, the laws are s a i d t o oe D -.,n /'\wtie Ra bbis who we r e 

~nr ~ tculsrly gu11Ly of re ferring t o l aws asD..,n when they had 

no a u tho r i ty on wh1 r.h to base t he l aw are : J 1RI' • ., :a-. , , 
'D'i .. , '2'!1 °"!I 'DI',., n•p'ln .,!I I 'D'JD *' •:a• pnJ• ~ , , , , 

But l ate r Rabbis u se d the t e rm D~n i ndi s criminatel y and r eall y 

d i d no t tmders tand the t r ue meaninR of i t nor the impor t of 

t he l aws to whi ch ear lie r use ot>"1n referred . 

ln .. ni~ ·~ ,D'lDln 11'D!I D..,n~ll.,"l , •• IJ'l'Jl _.,D' • ., .. 

"','""' ,.,,,.,, 1i:aya, an•.,n~ a••:an'I ito""" •'>y:a t'l•n1n a•i• 

J'n~ 01.,'Dl JR''>J ,.,D.~ "'~"nn f"tM i:a.,D "'.,'D '°"'D tJDQ 

D...,n , 
IMJD l""'"Jlft M.,n 'M.,lli MitD"" fDt ,, IJDtDI •:a-.yo 'J!li , , 

... "Dl •""DJ ,.,,01 •"~"n:a "'"'l~ "'~~n:a •n~"~:a P"' Jtn , , , , . , 
nlle ·~ .,,, .. ,, D"J'.,""~ , • ., .,""~ '"'' .l .. DM "DMll ,.,,Dl 

.,l, '>~D l•ll ,.,.,,,,." D•noJ .,,l~ "iDtJl "'""'•' ftlD~ nD,Mn , 
,,~Y" ,,DJ~"'' llll'l'>~l "' ,tnM~ "'' tnl'r'ftDl Ml"' ,n1Dt 

a•1·1~on o•.,yw a·-.y~ n•o 1MJD'' n~lt~• n.,,,~, noiMn n• 
SY• •1•00 n1'D'> n~'>n:a • 

In the Tal!!:ud , o"''ln 1a uaed be e r.use the Rabbis want ed 

t o pr e vent t h e mal,1n tr o f l ay.rs i n one s own n ame. Even Hillel 

cou .• d n o t ded uce a law by an a l or.y or o t h Ar me t hod s1 f or t he l aws 

we r e n 't acce pt ed iml e s s he sai d t hat he heard i t f rom his 
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G5' 
t oa chers--Sh '-la ya and Abtalyon. 'lbe Rabbi.s wanted. to e n -

h~mce the • • nJID• • But mainly when they had no Biblical 

authority for the law did they useD-a,n 
• 

,.,o• DP• •'It 1DD •'> .\1n1n llUD'> l•XD .. .," DIJ,Dl • 

.sn10 nt•.- ,.,, 'l•·un., Dlt11.,l f:)I .n~.,, 111::. 0··-,n , • .,, 

.,o,., n,on '>J 1 t•-.an1 , I •'>1rt I •ip'> D--,n fl.\:» a31n •1 •si:i 

"'1''" D"~'" DJn , • ., Jp• o•'>n •In• n111tn """ .,, n1 
P. •. l'>l:t•t ll.,!'!I ll'1" .,_ DJ1n '>ln • .,nK t:>'>n •:> 

'Ibe D"l lft., used D-.,n only to strengthen the ~Lr au

t "1or1t y for a definite law and for a defin ite purp()se; of

ten for the advantage of the masses, e . g . nMaand nl.,'1yD. 

But the Amora1m misunderstood the earlier autbor1 t- :Les and 

r eferred tcP•'>n eve r ;.- law and custom for wh ich t he y had no 

1DD or D~D r • .,.,, and 
I 

nt 1 to . 

Every •-,.!)~ ,, in the Bible wa~ refe rred to a s o•'>n 111 the 

T;, l rr. udic in t;erpre tati on of the verse wi th • .,~~ ~ .And i t i s 

wron p: to s ay that ls.ws rnen tion~d as o--,n e.re to be pre.ferred, 

DY 'I• , "' ~'>nn .,,,., '>JI I '.,n • 1 n'>yo DI" D ""'"" I "M " 

s1 •.11.,n•n tn., tn•1 0•101n 1"°l" ~, • ., 11•1•y 

Espec1aL y 1s t h is s o 1n rela '" ion '"o the Mitz'vah of 

'T1f11 1.n . Schorr sho'" s th :-: t alth oup-h t h e wearing of I '"D" 

was s a id to be o•'ln t h i s was based 

DSJDflDDI DD1'1DP D'31f'~i1 ,,.,'!'Yll ,,lpln., ntri1:>DOM!l u 

1·~·~ "'~D~ ,,..,DD ... PD • ., P"lD, JMD .,~, •asvn 
I 

$1• •n1DD '!I" n•1•D n•'> •1.,"llD • 
The law was really t a¥en frow t h e Es senes for it was e 
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f ,., ..... 

ntion ~tp:a D•J~n~ ,,., .,,, .,n• .,,, D'•.,to•n 9.,• 

n•., ,.,. J•:ar- '>• ''"':a''l l~'>n '' a,1 '>~re• l'>'>n , 
at 'Pl n'n DY DJn non n• 11nn '"'"" r1n1 .,:ain: •In Dl 

S'~ •111Jon .,Din 
But i n the day s o f the Amoriam as even l ater at the• time of 

th e Geonim t he use ofl'SS,'1''>11' andnt1tD wasn't ,.,1.de spread. 

Schorr calls on alJ who seelr the t "u th to cri ti call Y 

exarr i ne t he Talmud and the Halachah 
• on,.,l,, ll'JD., D'"'"• an•.,n• ,.,,."" .,.,. ito.,tt.:t ,.,.D 1'>n , 

l~I 1'11.,'> ,., D'l'Yl 12 nyi nt~ .,.,. f1'M .,,, D11.,~t Jn Jn , 
J'K.,nM 11• f'I '~ l'>O nea ft,l't Jftl'I 111.,'1 11 ll' J'ln., 

•n~.,n DllD D'J1W D'l'lJD D'l5)1 ,, , •• .,.,. ntn 'l'P" , 
'>:an "" D'.,1D.,D "1 'ii l'I 'In 1~1 ftD '>11 rt1f1'"1, iaft'l'IDe, 

I I I . 

".,'" 'J'lYI OJI lt12l.,n 1'1DDDDD~1 ,,,,," ,,,,, • .,.,n ,,,,l., , , 
"'~.," 1',, "~""" ftJD 1lDDI ,,,, 11DDI .,p,n Mln '>1D'>Dn , 

t f o t he time of Ezra 'lhe Halachah is a developmen r m 

Syna11onue , t.he rashna and Gemara, ~nd the Men or the Great '"' 

down through the age s t o t he prethe Saboraitr and Geooi m, 

sent. 

n ot a 

Sh ows clearly that the Halacheh is This de velopment 

,, "' of the Jewi sh 1eade1•e unde1rs t-t>od f1l ,p ,:a,': Many 

- the Talmud and wer e not en s levred by 1 t . the r, um an v alamp of 

erased when t hey s11Lw fit to '!he y emended, added to i t , and 

do so. Schorr names 

I 

I 



,~•·n• ... l"J 11~ .. 

p•'I 'aD n•1D ,.., 

, ~ ... , .. ,. 
'•J., ,,.., 'n • .,. ._. 

ran~ ~'D1n.,t ptnD~ • who allowed themse lves 

And Schorr is par ~icularly desirous of sho~ ing that the 
• 

Iiabbis throughout the ages aought to add to the "fence• be

gun in t.he M1shna, and con s idered 1 t •n2n1n'for one to do so. 

ae devotes many of hi s article s in the Hechalutz in · cr1ti

cism of t he Talmud, but particul.Eµ>ly in criticism of the 

Rab bis and their v.·ri t inp:s of the post-Talmudic time s down 

t o h i s very contemporaries and maintaias that the t i me is 

ri ne for the adju~tmen t of the Halacheh to the new condi-

Hon s of life . 

~c:; ldom doe s Schorr criticize or ~.a t iri :::e t :-i.e v orl'. s of his 

con temporaries d1 r ectly. He maJres use of the 1nrl i rect me-

t od of either t he appear ence of nn 1~ ~orte.nt person i n a 

dr eam or he is an unseen hy ~ tander at a trial wher e in those 

to be criticize~ are the partici pators . Schorr knew t he Rab

bin i c li teTeture quite well and often quote s from the sources 

t hemselves in order to show t heir bein ~ contradictor, , in-

consistent and dealin~ with sexual matter s in a mos t humo

rous way . As an exa~ ple of the latter, one may quote Schorr 

having one of t he Rabbis say of Rabi Judah t he Prince , 

9'Wl)M ,., W•Dl'r' ~Y"=" ", ... l ni'~l ~l• ·D'D" ,, • ., ,~., a1Wo 

M'XtD ~aiDJ '~ft •a•~ -~ ,., J~l1 }~11 H'l 'Mit~ '~ft , • .,l ' "•an~'~" 1•1l ~P 'Y" 
oui~ author especial l y attacl<s t he n.,nlD ,., •• a•"'iJ '''l~ 

• 
r· .. n~··l/Blld ., ..... ,.·u1for their inclusion of silly ... ~ 

~1 
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i.Jfh•i~reuaaiona and busying t.heJLa•l••• •1th. a~xual aatter~ · . 
as "Pf 111/9 -;1 t1'f1thit ,,,....and cit•• the example or th• Rabble 
discuss '"111~ bM«tf ,,_,.,'le ,1'1f" 171,, O"IJ fAUtt, '*~Citationa are 
brought troa ~ worlta of 'J'J l"J ~!P.,tf1,t to pro•• th• aattera or 

o. silly nature. , ..... 

Schorr is par~icularly enra~d st the obstinacy of those 

Ra bbi s Vi 10 re fuse to recopnize the pli mt 01· tho se wh o are 

f!re e t J y affected by the sever e le.ws whi ch have no humane re

l v t ion to life. His dis ~uasion of the sendin~ of a divor ce 

.. hroum the mail and t he pl1p..h t of the ;u ,Jy is of particu-

"' l ar interP,st to us at the p resent day. 

In answer to those who maintained t hat t he Rabbis of all 

tirr:es did adjust the law t o li.f·" , Schorr quote a .from the sources 

of seve ral wor~s 1n order to prove that the Rabbis did make cer

tain c oncessions, but· in irrelavent matters , as .for example: 

1-- "' ·u~p may be used before nDD and made into 

cakes from whi ch 1•'>,•J!' COuld be rrade d 1J.rin u 

nDe • 

2-- That one may be lax about we arinp: h is JP''1 D., .. ' • 

3-- One may s e ll h is sheep to a • .,:uin the same 

manner as one sell s hi s ron • 

4-- "' n•'lw I'• nt2i " • .,~1 .,JI 1u 'D 12., n'lpn 0•2,• " 1 

,i}' .. ., .,n "'~, nDI~~ )'J•~ ,,D'"" .,,.,D 21&' "'.,~1., 
5_.,. .JA?~~ay use the Tele~aph wires as an 2'.,'>'. ' ' 
6-- That one ma y s ~udy on Sabbath 

• ~l~ll no~n ·~2~ an2 • 
7-- one may be lenient with in~ when person 1n same 

building d ied suddenly . 

8 -- One me.y remove the na-.n of dead-born male 

even e.s a holiday so he may be assured of 2•n1J. 

9- - One may not teach the Torah t o ·~~1 but may sell 
I 

him a "•o to be used 1n the court for Jews to 
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swear on. 

10-- When one has a con +;ract to supply food to the 

army, he may con<:.inue to do so even durinJ? nDB. 

11-- The wife of a Jn~ay en ter the h ous e wher~ a dead 

is found albei t she is pregnant. •f 

12-- Because people have become wee.Yer, 01rie need not 

eat two pieces of-.1 .. D 1o 
• 

13--

14--

15--

nx•xn •1n •~1 D•1•'>•P2 '>12D'> "'*., .. ~10• 
•nx•xn 1J ••• 1.12-., -.12n •1n a,ec, -.12n, 01110 

Drr"ll2 does r ot maJte the Mikvah '>1 DI 71 
• 

DDI .. .,, ... D.,1 Rll1'>1 .,.,"~' "','"~ a•2•n 1JRJIC i!)•b.,. 

~,~., .11-.,n1 1J,1n .1JDM "' .. 11t1y " ... .,. 11•12 .. Dl1 "M 

.. ,, .. ,, •.so IDl1 .. 1711 M1'D2 "•""' 11·11~ .. J1DlM!) on•JD., 

"'JP"' .o·'>DD a•Jn10 "•17D .1JD!)l1 '>Y 01• 01• 10•11• -.11., 

n1n'>MJ "'~""' ·"' .. Y2J n~JD1 ,n1 .. flD n1 .. fJI ·"'"~'>1PD 
11 

•• a1•o•JJ!) 0•1 •i1 
But it our 1autber is satirical ot those Rabbis who 

busied thema•l~ea witli what ·to him were trite mattera, 

be does r-emb•r tor pra1" those who were conai<l·erate CJt the 
people at le.I"&• and their plight,and did •••k to adjuat 

~~e Halacheh to the times . He .refers to n1•i100 n• ... n,tn• .. 
and to I •J ... "•UDl1 '1D1 • ""' as we ll as to Rs bbi s 01: Germar.y 

for W'lom he has much pra ise especially be cause of their dosire ,, 
! or the •,.,_•.And h "' is in accord w~ th l'J11 ,.,.,, -,112 

"J•M •2•py ~ ~ .. " ."D1D nl1D ~ l .. n .2PJ• ,.,,, •• "Y2 
a:id lM t ·~i.,0 ~ 2-.nand others V•hE.:n rhey s e ek to 11¢lten the 

l)urden of t h e foll'~., Re has n o quarrel with "11'11'>• D • .. n • 

-.U>'M nn D'" J ••• n.,1n11 -,•.-.n, .a•111n w-. .,JI"' ,.,, ... ., .,.""" 
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n1•• ns·x~, pea• ... ,c o"'-.n1 .l'lll .. •1'>12 .,.,.,.n~ 

nca:a "'•nap ... ,.n. r"':ap•n1 .na:a .,,, ,., •n'> n:t• .. , .· 

Schorr maintains t hat the Rabbis h ave t he au thority to 

ch~mae the l aws and he quotes fro1--, :a"'n 1., ... , • .,.,1 

o•-.:ai no~ , ... ,.ne t•en •-.:ai .,~ "' .. ''"" no n1n• 
o•o:tnn i•:a n:» 1'• .. ,D•'> ·n-.,,.- .. , • L - v• aDv II'!» 71•"'1 "'11Pft1 

.. ,D • .,, ••n '"Jt:»i 1•en 1'11:t 1•:an .~, 0•1-. 111' nt:a 1-..,.n., 

"''"" n .. ,,.., ••11 •1n nt:a a•o-nn i•-~ ~ l'M n-.1,.n n-.•,.ne no 

Min" .. '"" ,,:a, '>•:ae21 ... ICM •In ,,.,.,.no .. ,.."., ftl lr'1DD 
.. ,D•'> n-.1,,:a lr'1DD• no:a , ... ,.. o•o:ine i•·n~ .,:a• . n:a. 1J11i 

••11 •:a-.i• p-. n .. ,,.., ••11 1J•• nt:a ·"' nn~ •• -.•D• nt:a 
1'• • .,1no., 1·~1~· D,12)1 n-.1,. n-.c•~ no , .... ,.oe o·o~n~ 

We would not have snch i'J ti~re.nt di s rep.ar d for t he le.w ~) ad 

t ·'1e Rabbis talren the warninrr of 
' 

• • • n ...,. who wrote ii"'• -,, .,. "':a 

I t i s due t o 

· ife of the folk that they added law upon l aw and often pr e

vented those who really soucrh t to adjust the law to life. If 

there are t hose wh o sa~ that t~e Rabbis were jus t ified in kee~-

pinf7. all th e Balachah and enfor ce i t s be in~ observed, Schorr 

ar~ues that t he conditions have chan~ed and the t ime is rine 

for t;hn ~ d .1uatmPn t of t he Halachah to the n " W conditions .'' And 

he cail..ls upon the Rebbis and Jewi sh leaders to join in a uni

fif!d as ~embJ y to change the laws. All will j o in who 
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.nD1Mn ,,~~' "~'"" i12~t n11a•n ,..,"~" n•o1n 1n1.,• 
• n:itn ftone,a • 'n ltDh.,D 1 J .,, 1 ••••• -~~2 "-~~ 1J·~· •2• 

.,,.~ n11o•n n11 11 n.,1,. .,, • .,""~ ,p2• ,. 

It ls r i diculous , a ~ cording t o our au~ho r , to s ay as does t he 

" R~bii i of Me~z 1'1 • D l'HU!'n .,.,,., that the ""lP wa s trP.nsrn1tted 

o: word of mouth f or if 1 t wer e wr i'ten down 1 t would male the 

voltune so lar ge and bull<y that the r.,•n oy would be unahle 

to undP. r s tand i t and 1t was l eft for t he Rabbis of a ll fl8De r a 

· 1ons to ~eep t h is n'>:ip in tac t. 10 

2"• 
Schorr fee l s that we x;us t ro l low t :1e;n1 •Jn •c""'., •t .. l'DD11' 

Schorr sati r 1zns t hose Rabbis ~n a cour ~ r oom s cene whe re 

•ab hi Lvi Chajes i s the prosecuto9 ana s hows how the Ra hbis 

disre~erd t he t ruth and will not allow any chan~es i n the law 

'"o be made. They :001' with d isfavor upon any Rab b i who uses t he 

vernacul ar of the cotin t ry i n which he lives or quo t es f r om for e i@n 

( ~on-Jewish ) s our ce s &nd i n o t •:er lan P"uup:es but the Hebr ew . 

~ney are p articularly enra~ed at those Rebhi s who seek some sort 

o.f ad justment of J e wish law. One of the Rabbis wh o acts as 

J ud~e is quo t ed as seyin ~ : 
on n~Kn a•~J1aan D'12.,n ·~ •r~a• .,"- ~2,n nt •~n· 

~~2-~a1 ~~ r.,11n n~1,pn n~1rn D~D~Ml 111~~Yl 

• 2•1n21tJ1 ·~ n•1l ~,, 

Does S<;horr wan t t o do away vii ~h alJ th · Rala~hah? His 
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a · swer is , "No! " In add1 t 1on t o callin,:r fo r the ed,1us tme nt or 
the Hala ch ah to l i fe , he wan t ed the Talmud t o bE' accepted as a 

nw~· an cr eati on and t r eat ed as such . That which i s good should 

be J!ept while that wh ich has ou t lived 1 t s usefulne s s should be 

dropped f rom the Halachah. 

"a' llft1~ "M ,2yr, ~2,n Jl~J K"' ~~~ • .,, 21D • .,. 

~2PJ an2 -~Q)n 21DM DYD " •• D.,2,., D',~' "''""' IJ"~~ 
n~y· .~, 1P•' M.,, ~~t· • ., .~:a'J _., p~n "•' n,1" 3· 

• 
'' • . D., ,·,., :a'J .,, 

When as}ed by h i s c ri tic s whet~r he h a s coma to mal e ne w 

f'?'f" for J udaism t o r e place those of Maimed.de s or Cr escas or 

J~lbo, Schorr ap:ain answers "No! " He maintain s that h i s purpose 

in a l l h i s wor } s i s J 
fT~•no101 ·~9n •oy n'1y1n1 n11D pin. 

a r:d de s ires a Te t '.1rn t o pure re l11don , 

"1i1tt •'l'Yl 11•11n • .,, 11D'lnn 'ili .,, 'l iDM'I • ., n"'""· 
,•10111 io1lt1 n110 •11n1 ,1~1 in1" Dn1• 1ll7 D'l1DI o•i1in 

,17)1 11)1 nno)nl 1•XD .,.,. D'l11*in D'D)R'I •nll'D 'lPlRID ') 

ni1sl1 n'1111 no1n n11Dltn l'lD no1n n1ll'1 on•n1i11'1 no•1 l1D1 

oniDn· a~p '1) 10•11•1 ,n1si•n ••11 1•11 .,.,.,, J'l n'lilon 

n1n1~1 n11pn · ·v ,imt o•n"1' "" 11i111• op n• 11•ipn'11 11•in•'1 

,JP ~XID 1l'n1lM'1 nicvw ~·n1 .n•tn nxi1n n•~,n~ n1~11ao1 

Dl7l '' 010• .an•~p 1•l1 1111inn irJM n1ixn1 n1~~nn1 101n 

~1n ilMl ai•n ni1n •"~'' ni1nn ~' ~in ,,o, ivi~ n1,.,.1 l1nlnt7 

,,nM 'n 11•n"• ~ '1•i11• yDl7 :l,nln 1) ••1n ..,,,,9 ii•M1 oiM 

,, •• , ·~•irt' •1n iflMl ''l•iw•n n11DM .n~' n11o•n ~' Min 
•! ·.lnn ..,,,,D 

To Sch orr , Judai sm m~ ant ; a•n:Ut n11ftM and ell t h en1•11po n11SO 

wer e estaolis~ed f or t h e sole purpo se o f propagating t h is 

bel ief. 'l'h i s vias so from the day s of Abraham until the end of 
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the Prophetic times. 

In these first s i)( volumes of t~e Hechal u tz, v:e see Schorr, 

the a rch "Reform Jew"or !t.:sstern Europe , ca llin r. f or the ad ,just

·-e.n t of law t o suit the nev: cond) t i ons . In t n1s he was tmdoub-

-edl ;• influenced b~ Ge1 11.e r a · u 'l! I and the "Re forrr. " move-

~en t. i n ~rmany a s by t h e hask111n who prec- ded h im. While in 

t ·1es- volumes, our a u thor h &s s e t for ·11mself the t e slr of call1n~ 

or: the Ra b h i s an d those v.ho a r e \·:1th h 1n to c 'lanfl'6 the laws?11n 

- 11e l ater volumes we find him r ecedin ET. fror.· life end settli· g 

c ov~ in h is s tudy witn his booPs greatly e mbittered and attemp

t in ,... to show that I!'ost of t he Tah :ud and rlaJs.chah is bo :'rowed 

fr ,..·, t he Persian and from Zoroastrianism and. Iran ian t hou[?h t 1 

{ /,, 

,,, ,, 

? 

J 
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Volumea SeYa to Thirteen o~ Dobaluta. 

Chapter two: 

Sohorr•• •ohol•rl7 aobteTement• •r• more to be note4 tn th• 
~ 

later volume• of the Heobalat.a t1um in the earl7 Toluaea. While tile 

YorkB of othera are 1nolde4 in the firat al·z Tolamaa, 'be&iDDiDC wit.IL 

the eeTenth Tol.- Solaorr 1• the 01al.7 ooa\ributor. •e fiad 111a tea.r

leaa and 1n4ep9114ent la bl• orl t1•1- abrinkiq tr .. notAiq ta Ilia 

eager ae&roh for Uath. Be le tne te hia OODTlOtlOU &D4 proTea hia 

loTe for tree rea .. reh aa4 1a4epea4•nt inTeatigatton. There are no 

satirical arttol•• but •cholarl.Y nae•roh in Ta>•ld and Babl>lnio lit-

1ra t\IJ'e, 'both Balaollio an4 BagacUo, aa wll u in the Hlentifio-

cri tioal worka of Jewiah and no•-Jewiah aoholar• Which he make• aae of 

in hia attacb on the Tal.Jllad. Here w find hia aaholarl7 r•Tl- of 

worke of hi• oontemporar7 aoholan aa ••ll aa the editing ot .. lD hi• 

' poaaeaion. 

oar author•• preterenoe tor th• Jerusalem T&lmucl Which he etate4 

in an artl•l• in Tol,_ ll of the Heobaluts en ti tle4, 
."'-p-..,•n Dn'Jl1D 'D '>• '"l~ i'o'"'' •o')w,._•n ·uc'),,• 

is continued in later Tolwne• eepeciall7 in volume ll. • B• n• partto-· 

ularly anxioua to proT• the pref erenoe of the Jeruaalea over tbe Bab• 

1lonian T&lrm4 beoauae of th• neglect of the at~ ot th• for.er by 

aost acholara and l>eoa\l&e td tbe dominano• of oaauta\r7 in t.M latter • 

._,~22 tn ~'~ln D~•"' •--.2n "~"" ,._, , 'D"~'--"" , .. ,., l'~~-n • 

n~1 •'" 01 D'DV8'>~ ~· -~,~~nn ~'"""~""~ l"' ~·~· .. 2n1 ~'"1t'Dn 
'" '>,,,.,~.,, ""'" , .. , ,,,""' .,,D'>Dn , .. , '":2:2n ,._, .,,, -rt9' .. "lD 

• • I' I I 

11&11.1 ezaq>l•• are brought bJ' our author to prov• Ill•· aoaieat1o• 

that the Jeruaalem Talau4 1• to be preferr•cl io \lie B&bli. I llring 
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only a few of hls arguments. 

i. The Jerua&lem Talmud dld not accept R. Judah's law, 

,,.~' •-.:in ., '1 ... l, .,9»~'> ., '~' .., •1 I'• 
2. The Babli accepted the view in the 

~•Dl71 l'D' i'> 1i•1• .. t'M -.lin 10 -.,or a'> -c·~D111 •a •-.10 

• .,-PW M1nl7 f'D' '>y1 l'D' M1M~ '>MDl7 '>y 1'1'YI J'M-.D l'>'DM 

3° The Babli ruled by the law ot whosoever had the power and the 

11ight was also right. 

4. The Jerusalem T&lUlud did not accept the view that all the 61S 

l aws wer~ given on Sinai."' 

Schorr tells ua that he baa aet up au hia goal, 

~w·n , .. ,D D''>lln '>w 1:11''~1 ny•1n J:,,·~ iy D'~ .. b •w.-.1 r••-.n'>• 
I 

~VI'>~ '1'~1 D'l'1~'> Dnl7 D'.,1'1YD D'bD"D ··~•n'> tl'~Dn iMD no' 
5 • • , ... '>~17, ,,., 

• 
The criticism of th~ Babylonian Talmud should not be construed 

.a our author' a acceptance of the Jeruslaern Talmad. He haatena to add Ula'} 

r,,~ ,r r1w-.in'> rt~'>nn 11•1 y~DJ ••n I~ 1nto~ ;•1cD ••n n'>y1 • .,. 

~1110~1 r1~i r•l~ ~p111 ••n 1~ 1n1D~ , ,ic~o J'M1 rt'>f'D1n r1ion 

From 

I 
r1-.n1 l'>n r1c~D~Dn ,,,~ .. , r•'>DD 

1111 t n , 

.. ,, ,~,-.D,1~ ~-., ''""' f~ D'D J1DYt l .. YDD n .. tD ,,n-.~1 

". 1Jl"'"• rOC1Jf'Dn "' .. " nnll J:.1 , ... " '>YD D'Dfln • ' a I 
the time of the Geonim, the Babyloniari,:"ia. ooneidered to be 

f :nore value than the Yer1.tshalmi, but there were many who preferred the 
.. ,M ~ 

atter as the ~ .. -., tbef "'20-. and /\ I''' n "Y• :a-.n. It waa generall.,y accepted 

hat the Babli waa redacted later than the Yeruahalmi, but it ia Schorr'• 

ontent ion that 
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.,t'K~ Dn "l I>., -.·u DD "D""' "• n n • nw M'> n y' own . ''DD o .,, 1 n l n • ., 

I ·.n•, ... , ., •• " ~.,:t ,y tM •)D 1ll7n 

"!bis Yie• is given by Schorr after showing that there •a• 

an interchange of names and ideaa in ·the two Talmuds. Thia inter

cbgnge came about 9ot because each group of .Am.oraim bad copies of 

the orders of the opposite group, but rather because of the itin

er~nt masters and students that pas3ed from the Eaat to the West 

and vice versa. And because of theae carriers of opinion• 

D'.,IPDM ~· 'Y~"' 1n·.,~l1 1"'1)11DWn ,., • .,""' 117l"W•I 1yaw• 
9•.o•.,p1yo o·~DE'D •• ,,n., on•.,nM ,i10.,,.n ·~ya 

Jlany examples are brought in order to prove that 

Dn'DD • 

- tt" R'"" .. '' o• • r1KnD~ln D"DYD., 11~117 D'M"",DMn r1 1D'Dl • .. ~~ • 
~~~1 ~on ••n 1t••1 ~·.,pyn •"n lt"M ., ... l., f "MW ,y r1own 11e,n~11 , 
~·.n·1~ lt'K" D",'D""" ·~l ~"D'JI n11~~ •nb1lM nWl,,~~D'DYD.,, 

Some of the na:nee tha t were interchang~d in the two Talmuds 

are :w.,, Ml., •1•1n ._l •ct• •-.1 IH"" •., :""!'" 17 """1 t1n 1 • •-. ., ' 

•ot" • .,, "'" •., '""" • .,,riot• • ., n'J1"'" """"' ••'"' pn)t• , , , , 
11 • "'IM' I ' J ... •• • D' " ·~ 

Some of the sayings of the master that were interchanged 

in '! e Ta u a are : , 0 .,,,,.,, ,,.,V1 P•l tb"P ..., · • .., ,,,..., " · ... h lm d ) L a' L ~ • "" .... n ~ • u L ., •.. ( • 

,, ., "'~ r.,., "· "• ••n1..,. ~·D~ p•1 .P•l -~~ 0.,'1D ,. ~ty M ~· ~ ... 

Dl!C .,l .. D',51 J"Mfll n 'Y"' n -.•.- ,, ~, JI-~~ "'"" ~., Dfll n •o'"' • . ., (• 
" .... (.i •o o"~ . ., .. (..t •.,o o"• '0""' .. "' titD JI"~ D",JI "' 

•l. ., ~' D"iy w•fl Dt!'D! sr•-. ni1Dt si·-.~ n~'>n "•'D" •• 
• 



Schorr aaka hpw it was possible to reach a n~'>n poD when 

t he views and authorities were not accurately ascertain.eel. 

D"r.l ,.,!)n DnD .,,D.,,,n '"SI''~·"" ,., .. ,pDn ·~ l",D" MtD"M 'l"~Df. 

1D~~1 o•a,1a,~1 D"~t D"D '""~" ~a, -.ma D".,Jrll ~1.,tln' D"-.1~y , 
c·i~1·n en D"Dn on., '"""1" -."" ,.,~,1~n1 ~·~1 VD-. 1fr'l"1 ,-.~y1 , . , 

~~D~ i10.,rn ""Y• ·~ t"Y D""Y"" t•• ••• lt~•" 1•n1 ,.,,.,Prl o•a,1yn1 , 
o·~~lJn r• 1yrn1 1~•n 0•11~n1 a•y1bn ·~l,l 110• l,~., 111"1 D".,lln 

u• """"~b 1~D1 1• •10 cn•.,n• 
There is some Wlity in the style of the Babylonian Talmud 

d..1.e to the fact that the Geonina had a band in ita redaction. b\lt if 

one is to exa~ine carefully the tr~ctatea Bedarim and Bazir ona 

would find that they have come down to us without the correction• 

of the Geon im. 

1JrVJ • ., J1W.,n Cl .,,en Dl Jnl ~'b"'" O"l1Ml~ .,. 1•n • .,~. , 

~nd b ec~use of this. we could learn bow much the Babylonian Amoraim 

bJrrowed from the Palestinian and how much they were dependent on 
~ 

the t ~acbing of the.schools . 

n1ml1 n1'10 .,~ "SI 'D"'.,'l" 01•on 1y·~nw , 
tn~ P1Dn.,, r,~, r1p .,~ "V O"~l, rln.,nl .,,,~D., '~"D1n ,D"l"tn1n , 

0~1D~~, •D~~~ D"D"~'.,"" D"M.,1DMn .. .,~, r11w~ ,~~Yrl "~' ,"~' n~ , 
~'DV Dl "'-.~~' an•1•y1 ll~~' D"'~ ~y ~~1yn ·D~ ·'" .,lY ~"-. . , 

·~· D'D~~,.,·n o·M~1DKn r1~D"D ~y ~~~ •• .,,DM . . 
With the regard to 

the v i ew that there did ex ist such an order although it was not 

ext'in t since the redaction of the Babylonian Talmud. Seve1·al of tbe 

aq~ !..l ·:Jents in favor of the existence of this Order that were presented 

by Prof . Schiller- Sines~i are given by Schorr, but he feels tha\ 
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the arguments are not suf ficient to give conclusive proof. Schorr 

ther~fore examines the Babylonian Talmud more closely in order to 

give conclusive proof that the Babylonian Amoraim made uee of the 

a·vi~ ~io of the Palestine Talmud. In concluding his arguments 

wi th '11~ y c i t!lt ions !11 d exa:npl ea, Schorr says, 

~il cP ·D~~,.,, o~rnp .,,c n·n~ P»D J'K ·~ •'>D nbl .,D~l nf')1D • 

.,,c o•.,.,cDn •lo~ il't1 °"l~!! .,D,M '""'" •U'.,,,CD., • .,)..,, .,01)1' 

' ~0" "'" ' ,.,"l """'MD }Dll ll,., ·~ '>u .,,DlW "'~1D '"''" """" •'>lln 
v , ~ , ' ~· an'> 0•1,nin c'b1'>nl' a•11w~ l°" "1ow '' 

Schorr waa inspired to make a study of ~oroaatrianisM 

3nd Iranian thought ~nd its unfluenoe on Jews and Judais~. In 

vo l u:nes Yll !ind Vlll of the Hechalutz we have a aeries of articles 

show i ng our author's studies in the Oral a nd \fritten Torahs as well 

9.S i n t ~1 e Persi~n philosophy and religion. This latter he got from 

secondar y and tertiary sources ~hich he refers to extensively. 

Some of the authora _and wor~s Schorr r~fers to in his art i cles 

are : i , w. I 'n.d,; I J.,_ ,.,,._..,I ~ ( 
1. .V 1n~ann, Zoroasti· ~che . " 2. Spi ~gel, !ran. 

3. Klelker 

4. Geseniua 

5 . •Hietoire de la decadance~ 

6. Ewald 

?. Chwolaon 
.. 

a .•Histoire dea .ilanichees. 

9 . Q.uatremere 

10 . 9'atke 

The conclusion that our author comes t~ with regard to the 

'-¥rit teo Torah ia that it was compiled during the Babylonian exile 'lnd 

-
.j 
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came under Babylonian a nd Persian influences . 

,, p DD D1 ~ ~·bn" l'• .•••• "ll r1..,ll ,~,Dl1 1l~~J "~'~" ·~1~0 ~~ • 
? """') " fl ? ~IJ 10 

"M ~Ktn r.~1rn ml~I ,~,D, D'D~~Dn y•1n1 l'IM'~ln ~D1D ..,l, ~D•Dn .~,y 
I -

o· ~ )~n 1 c1y1~n l'l ~'l"' ~"!' n•n i•o ct,~ JD'l ,,y ·~ ,,.., yit1w , 
n~VP~ c•t.,:iln 1~)1 ~l~ ~M~v·1 M'll n'ml c' a~b! nJ~ o•&"• ,,r,w~ ·~1 

n~ tlo •i•n• 'D' ~l~ ,.., c,1~ n1w C'D"•~' ,o•yio1 ~1o~nl no~1 n..,1i1 

'7 •.f'1Jl~!'n i111 a•t.,•t.,Mii f'""l)1 "Ul "'-.n '171M 
Our author•a chief desi. r e i s t o sho w the Pers ian influence 

-

on t.ri:: Oral Tor a h , the Tal!llud , f or what was borrowe d from the Bab

yl on i an s did no t touch t h e essence of J uda i s m. It wa s only when 

Jewry came i n contact wi.th the Persians that t he essence of Jewish 

r d i z ion wa s aft ected . 

rt'l W~ ·~w ~y D'D~Dn ,,,, n~1 Dl r'in• "Y nic11 ,,,..,M~w·n ~,n ·~ , , 
.., ~ ~1~D ·1 ~n1 t.,•y101 l11> ..,~ ~lPD 11m&~n .i~n .~,~, ~1K ~~,. 

r·D~Dn~ ,, • ..,.~v·n n110Mn ny11 ~rJte 

The dua l - deity ie found in the 

t.be Per sian •ix 1 D~M" wh ich i s the •::i 1 l>l1 

rbY'D ny•11~1 "'""°' y., , 
''" n•13£D n1~Dn • 

words •i 'D., 1 n • a imiliar to 

a,yum• a nd "t'D""'1nK" 

s Lmilia r to t h e Pere ian•1 MD ·~nM • or the "y~n ... y ' !ll1 "' ( Sanhedrin 38) • 
This dua lity is f~rther expres s ed i n, • 

~ "'• ~-~ 1•in r-irH D'Dn~n l"'iD 

Q&•o ,.,~~!) y.,n .,~,, ~1en ~~· 

(!c•,. l"''lYI"') 11iM"i 1'> J'1'>Dn Cl'~Mt.,o "'l 

,, 6,, D., .,, t""'io) nt.,:in • !>K.,D ,rt.,17n "~M'>D 

The concept of Resurrection· came to Jewry f rom t he Pereaine 

an .:. was s aid to have come from the Written Torah. But Schorr fe el.a 

tha L its being menti oned in Ezekial 37 i s b ecause this Book i s laie. 

':'he Phar i sees inser ted •n~IS"n JD" in the lli ehna of Sanhedrin 91, 

'n.,,rn JD D.Ml"'I"' l'M .,D1Kn 2•n1y., p~n ,.., l"Ml7 ,.,.~ 

ohly because the Sadu.cceea a nd Agnostics who d i d no t believe i n 

Resur rec t i on . >O 

J 



Schorr'• wide knowledge of the Talmud and Kidrashim ia 

discernible in the proofs that he brings from the Ra bb inic literature 

in order to show that the Rabbis borrowed from the Persians and in

copor a ted into Jewish theology the belief in angela~'devlla , aatan,~~ 

heaven and hell:'reaurrection, other worlds and Keaaiah:f Kore thai 

t t is, t.e shows that much of the Persian religion{ as be found it in 

t he study of Kleiker) was taken over by the Jewish, e.g. each Persian 

is told t o fight the evil spirit; Persians loved the truth; before 

J>I"aying a Per sian would confess his ains; Persian religion bad prayers 

f or every occaaaion, etc . In each case, Schorr quotes from the 
.. ~ 

':'a l mud to show the a imil iar teaching and tb-!ref'ore tbe borrowing. 

Our author continues by showing that many of the sayings of 

R~bbis were taken from Persian sources . Thirty-six examplea are 

bro ught with proof of th~ ir Persian origin~ In addition be brings 

tweuty-one examples of sayings whic.h. were said by the Rabbis in 

Of; JJO S it ion to the Persian teach inge :1 
1luch of t he influence of the Persians on the Jewish religion 

and b ~liefs came through the Pehlevi l a nguage . A large 

liJ t of words from the nabuinic sources are brought and are shown 

to ue of Pehlevia.n or igin . Words s 11ch as, 

i1~,-, , DD,lD D'Dr:> 1 , .. ," r:i K'!>HC Kl '3 l'Dl!> ,:i:> IJl'lJ.,.,., - ' ' ' , , , ' 
"is cheif taekt we are told by Schorr,was to show the Persian 

s .. ,.;rces f or many of the laws and customs of Judaism . Thea t? laws are 

t aken from the Mishna and Berai ta as well as from the Gemara and 

ot her sources of t he Hala chah· Jlost of t he examples he br lnga deal 

wi.l!1 ques t ions of cleanliness and holiness!" Jhah likeneaa is found 

between Persian t eachings and tba t of t he Essenes.>-' 

-

·1 
I 



-~ ~e'M o•OMM '~ ""DMl DM n~p1 ~y ~.,l""~ .. l,n "~'' '1~.,, 'b". 

s, 1y!>., "1MD til""nt. """"" n.,n.,, ""','' ""~"""b ,•y DK '~ a•"'""r>n~ ti""n1 

""'?OD 1lKW ~t~Dn .,~,~,, 1.,,,t>, ~'·YD~n r1:>~nn ~'~"D"" ~, 

O'l'Yn OK '!) ,1·· l~l "'.,'lD a•J'Yl '~l~ -~ cnD '"lPl1 nD ~~"in:>~ 

"'-.:> D'~lNi •1llrM~I D:>.,i •1>~ ll>'Dlftl 1)7""11 Ut'I "=>" DIW1 r1nl!'1> , , 
,~ 1 o •il~l1 D'l"" c·~n•' K"D~n JI •D'' .. ., , • .,"•' D'lP""'" JI ""lY"~• 

,., ~n c••1rn JD' ,on•i10~1 an·.,~"t• •D~~ r1rw~1 D~D•n "'"~"! r:>"" 
~· o'K""1n•n ~ • .,,, .,,, n~n1~ 1•n1 rtr.'.,ll 1~Kn r1yin 1Ml1 1ll.,f'lt'1 

• 

Not alone thro:.ig.1 the Beraitoth .vae t his bo:-rowing accom-

pl i sl~ed, but the Pers iafla c ontinued t o i n f luance the Amoralm throug~ 
t he ir syrfJ!i'p n e ighbors . Especially did t he sect of ran/ hav e a v 
gre:J t influence on Jewish b e li ef. ·,·Jherev er the Talm1.1d and Midraah 

uses t ee term •1·0• it ls difficult to state clearly to whom thia 

r~f~rs , but Schorr l eela that this term was applied to all individuals 

~nd s ec ts . 

1••. o·""""' 1ry•t>\ 'lKO Ol 
A general law is given, 

D'.,~'l l1"'~ en "94101 'D'>W'"''' '"' " ~:11· Mf'l>D1ri1 n1t:7D!l O''"':it1n 0•1•on"' 

1:1'., ~ ll i1 \ n 0 1 i !) 1 0 " Cl 1 rt ' l 1 0 • p 1 ., ~ 1 M 0 • D "'I> 1 M 0 • f' 1 ~ l •_,YD 0 • D )JI)~ !'"" 1 , 
D'.,.,ll ~ C'DYD'>1 •"'ot1n~K""•~ """'• •'>y1 O'D91>'>1 D'"'~'l a•Dyl>'> on -~~l 

tl", 
1nlM •., •l'lM •).,!) ,•M "•""1DK , , 

O'"\)r1l 1"M t• Cl K~1':>1 1 f'l1" ' , •., "Ml• •-. a,•l'"' •Dl"lf' •-. 
I I I 

''" lM on•a 1i1 "l"" Mln:> .. ., r'"1'M , , ... rn ·~!) ~ll "•'"'IDM DJI '"~1rn 
Ja}. 1•1-D ~K n•~M.,M~ "'~I "llD 

writ~r t o eval~ste tbeae atudiea It is not for t b d pres ent 

and conclusions of Schorr. but it is generally agreed t bat the bor

ro .... i ng of the Jews from the Persians was grea tly exaggerated by ou.r 

author . Prof. George Foote Uoore in hi e studies of comparat ive rel-

'I 
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igiona aaid, "that the Jewish cosmology •ao derived rrom tbe Peraiana, 

is, on chronological grounds, not worth oonaidering.•J) 

'lhile in YOlUDlea Vll and Vlll of the H•cbaluta ~borr 

devoted himaelf to the taak of ahowin& how much the T&l.ml.ld aa depend

ent on Persian &nd P9hleT1an •ourcea • he tamed to the Greek 

in volume• U and X in order to ahow it.a 1nfluenoea on the T&~ud. 

Our author .made a atudy of the names of all 'Cboae who are mentioned 

in the Talmud and arrived . at the view, 

D'l''~n lM on•r1~M ~10~ ~~8~1 D'K~10~l ~·~1r ~lD0 ~~p ·~ , ' 
'll" DK1 r~0" DM o·~~t1n D'~nM O''l'lM ~lD\7 Dl an1 u ·~~l~ 

' ' 
·~nN '" ntn~ 'lM ~0K1 D"! D'"'l~n rlo~n ~r·o ·~Dl" D'l'U'?D ... , 

o•·a~y r'owa, 01•n ,~ 11~~" ~~ r• ·~ •'" r~01•01 n11ro n~·~n 
I I ' 

)~# Dn" D'W!'l~Dn D'0lM" ll~~ c•11• D'1S~ ,~ a1•• • 

The article on t he nemes of the personElitie• mentioned 

in the Talmud ia diTided up into fi.tf· sectioni. l The firat. 1• -
entitled, 00 "~ 1K n·n~ n~vn 'M ~1~0 nt•• •'Dy o ''l~ • 

Jf • no1,~1 r11orn1 r11o'M • 
Binet.y•thrM UllUllplea are brought in order to prOTe thia. Yor 

exam~•: 

a)'>l)11'Ji1 •1ln:- It 1• generally taken that "l)1Di1referred to 

the circle Which •1tn1a said to h&Te made in order to cauee rain 

to descend. But 

distinguished from JDl'n 'l'" 

meaning aenior or grea~ aa 

who ia mentioned iii.I> n"'~ M,,Dotr. 
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b) n1 ~,, l 11 noi : noi•ltc)'Clt •&Ding honoring or ~i~""°'; 
ancl 

,., ~ 

n1 "f'l; ~YltVo£W •aning be 1Dg tho~t 41fferent. 

Thie refen to the etor7 of the preciou atone which •• in D&nah'• 

poeeaaion. 

c) aso!' ... , . MSD!' 1 .,D!'"'~'"'Jl•tw•n.ning holdin& on•'• , 
e idee and "'D!' -.1 fro• two word• fo"~~ M&ntnc to .,,.uow 

1 ~ 
and J4"' "°' Maning o•k••• Referring to the feeat"which •'DP 

waa ind ted but attended by •llDP -.I • 
01rn1 , , 

d) f'I D"-.0:01,,n1 1• a&id to be deri·nd frm aytX""' 

meaning to hold out am ~)lc:t. ••nina to offer up. 'l'hi• ref era ~ 

th• offerina up b7 Jliri&a of her aenn aone Al Jtidduah Baahea. 

!!· The eeooncl i• entitllecl,0-.18c r•"=>r" D"l11• "''1:>• ~ 
Four uampl•• are brought in thi • group: 

a) MD" 08 11 '"ll 

b) 

o) 

d) 

"lf'll 11 np1211 
.,,.1.,"'J n.,1,,.-nw1-.e n11M-1l"D ... f'I •1n1• 

111. The Third ta entitled. 

In all he cit•• forty example• to proTe thi• , among which 

•• find: 
.,, c 

a) 1&:> ... K KIM • vqvacxE"' 

b) 01DDtl1 nM :;. -. ¥EV"' ro14os ( .,g." f.,1.,) 

o) "l""" .,I: iltw, /(Aw 

d) •-,!'t> M:lM = c1'1'"'9ic. ( .,.{Jp,.,./ Olf'f"t) 

•) 
f) 

•> 

"' , 
D1DD 11 ni1n• = irwoy1~ 

Ml:>V • CU$~~ 
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lV. The fourth ia entitled. 

Of the one hundred and eigb ty-n1ne uaaplea that are oi tad. 

I bring a 1'ew: 

a) '1?11 "l " ~- n " " 't n a ' "' • 
b) , Ii' Ol l "LlJK ~ '~ Vk.1 o.-J. -y11v1 
c) 

I 
D"'"' "~ ~ 1rqqE.<j4( , 

d) "!'.,! • 1reoo;xl] 

e) 'I) .. , onu> c d1acpv>J 

f') K~!) : ~~qq 
g) p,,n = 140.~oS' 
h) n .. a,1 1 i, " , aiyAClfi~ 

I ,,. 
1) "l l>M -: O(CftE. YGU. 

.1 ) Ol~DlC 
I 

• OVJ'~04JOS 
._)~ . 

V. The fifth ia entitled, 

Thtrty nine ex&m»l•• are brought tor the proof of thi• e.mong 

which are f ouncl: 

a) ,, .. ,.,,, 11 n"11n •) MD "t' 11 ni li1" 

b) "K'tM 
' !l 

f) jV'l1 1!1 "'"Y""M 
c) MDll JI g) 11 n"?1n lB n" JJ n 

d) • ., "IQ!> ll 
, ,.,l ~. 

These surnames 1111Te g1Ye to ~uthoritiea in order to 

hel p the T&nnaim and students to remember the author of an 

Halachah and to remember the originator of a saying. Schorr 

explains 1 t •1th the words, 

... .: 
r. 
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011t'il' c1~nn "'D"'l' y1i•, ~no "Y tlr~1 .~ "'' nr> ~Y• D"',D~ron 
I I 

ryi n1~ i'WY no no,~y n~·n "'~' l"D n1n'"'°'~ n1,Dn ~ttDnt 
I 

nx.,1n r·~~rn "M n~""'on n~"'DD co~y~ ~'"c" '""'~W"'l o~~l" 

1xo•rn1 t~i~vn ·~ M"n1 n&,yo n~yo "~~101 nlt'1D1 n~· J~1Ml , 
• .,DND Ol V"~' ~·· DV ~y r1yi111 ~,.,,.,. '"'"W r1,~nn ~~ ~'C•" , 

., 

no1in n"o ~1001 ~"," ryv1 1y"'rDn1 

·~~ NmlDl n~ n1~ ~l• ny11r 1• 
I 

""•" D".,1nDn1 D"'~01Dn1 , 
~1• ··y r~yto n•m11 n~ 

r''""" "Y! ~v •o~yn 1ow ~M rMtn r•11•n ""on 1nDD"' .,wf*n 
~Ml1D JD"'D~ n•n1 "'ll~ l"'Y~ 1~~n D"'.,1nDn1 D"'.,01Dn1 rt~int 

I 

'•~·0 ·,~ r1rr",n1 r'~"nn ~Y o•i•o~rn1 0•"1~on ,,~,, .,.,,Y~ 

~o • 1•r1,K t~l~0 o•.,1ncn1 nt~n f"'''on c'nn •no • • 

We find the Rabbi• using Greek words becP-uae Greek waa 

the langu~ge in use in Peleatine et the time. Our author 

concedes tb&t it was a very wise deed of the R&bbia in Jakin& 

\lae o! t.hia mnemonic ma thod in order to enable them and their 

pupil• to remember the &athor of each Halachab • 

J 
•" DK ~., o·~·~nn -, , ' o·.,~lDn rDMD D"'~lKlM1 D"'MlMlM a·~·oyon 

I 

"'rl.,n ·~ ni1"" • ., , l 1"'"' •", • .,,0 rM 'nr>!'P' ,,,,D~ •'- ', 11':>"' 

n,.,l •&, 1~~M"' M"1 DM"'l"'Y! D"'W"11~Dn~ ,,l~ . , 
roMn ,.,, ~Y •r.,t~lll •rw".,,l "'rMsow rMtn 

I 
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Iot alone do w find the na111111 of Tannailll that nre \&ken 

rrom Greek worda but •• baYe also many High Pr1eat11 who .•er•ed in 

the Second Temple e.nd their aaaiatanu designated in th• a&me 

me.nner. Among the eamplea that are bro~ht. w flncl: 

a) 

b) 

·~•'D ,,... D,.,,,~ r"'I 11n r•i Dlr"I ,.. ... , , , 
""SJ "lJ 

o) "M~iJ J 1 J l nl " 

4) •"Dl JI pw1n• 

e) DftlD JI JJn'" 

!) n•nrD 

g) "' ~.,Dn "Y .,, Y.,• eta. "'· 

Schorr•• philological erudition ia evident in hi• article 

entitled, frM.,1n "D "Y "''".,!lY r1~D Wt""i" .,.,., ,..,,• 

+f"' r 1 • ..,~) r"' F)W!l • 
ln t.hia article our author wants to abow that the Bat.b'bia 

ma de lengbty expoaitiona on word• when they hacl slight aimil-

1arit7 to a foreisn word, either Greek1 llatin. Peraian or 

A r&.mic. ••en when they did not know the true meaning of the 

word . ~ecause these expositions would leave a deep impreaaion 

on the he&rera, thie waa done. In understanding theae worda 

a nd the mthod which waa employed, Schorr feels that •• would 

h a ve a better tmderetending of difficult portion•. Among the 

Tannaim end Amoraim who ere involved, •• find • 

, 'Mnl" J! J1YD1' "'.., ., "MD • ., , 
n~., n••n • ., .,,,,., ... ., "!l"" .,, .. w ac:iM nitn" '"'"" n"DnJ •., , , ., , , 

, ,,11• •-. auni • ., ,,., ra 11w1n• .. .., ,""!'.,"'""",I>"'" ''"' , , , 
l(S" ·,~, n"~..,1 •-. n·nn" f J J 1SJD" •-. , , 

on-~tW .. ,l 1 \'!D~Wn Cl,., ~ 
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·- -------
"' • on• I>! ""'' l ~ nr •n' "• n• p ~., ••Ply 

One hunclrecl and. f if t7-aix example• of the Baggadah and. 

e i ghteen ·examples of the J:Salaohah are brought. 

a) 

b) 

o) 

d) 

... , "•.,er• ., • !• • V1r& e 
n)J"'D Ol M"'~' I : 

, 
't ~ TtJJ)IO~ 

Jlrl .,Mll .,WM )1b'1 fc.lc ; qcr<i~iq 

••1w 1)11.,ll n•""' y·o~ 1·0~ n'lPn n•l7)1 ""'YD 

Jii,Uopei 2 D., ')I (l •D .. n1•1n ... "'., •) D., ')I "' y' ... ., """D' 
•) 1 ·~.,Dl "'h• n•on1 •".' . fM"'DD •11.,•n t~•er ••n• 

f) 

od}Jioy ::- P"• (l•DD .,•1) M.,Doi 

""t>•g M:!l" •"'oc) ,., n•hc"':i nt1~ 

(n •o-. 1 n --,., 

(t"n .i•D., "'l'"~ 'D""' ... ol) n·n ~ ol' (•••"') 
~) """ •1~1 ~l"11 f"K ~--.~ · 'lJ 1-.D" I •1w f"J •-. 

(M•!> M.,.. ,M"L.":lD) nl"':S ,,,,,!IW °'I D\7r rl ,,~ l"n .. 1"!1"1 

jCOt~•'1'uo ~ "' .,,,M 01 .. 0l "'DW ,,,,qw .. ,w ,., ·" 
., (M")o~ . , .. DWI., .. ,,. ,,,K tr' i •:l .. mu ,.. • I 

a<,. . (,nac)its •r'IM ,,.,DI r r 

After citing th••• example• , our author concludes, 

on•RtV'\i:a "M"'f'!ll ••oio, i10.,rn 'D:ln •~"" •" ·~ ., .. ,,,J "' 
I ' I I I • I 

1·~1cy IJKV rt"l'"" I'""" ~.,!>!11 "'J'zt"n .. ,,. f "ll p•n., I"• 
I 

.,~., 011~~' o:ar~ :l ,., ... ~on JD an•r1 t1"', ••i1n11 011~1 nl , 
"'lnl n.,tn n•"''"" oc·1~n:a an'"'""', •••x1n 1~ 1n•1D•• . , 

nrt•n• ,., ~.,D no~ r1•~ po1y., ,.,,.,., '1"'"'"' ,on•rr,>1:10., llf'~n I 

Ii 

I>-.. 
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II 
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nnwa a~~D ·~ t•io~ 11·~01 Dl nln 01•n ,~ no.,y11 n11»i , 
,.------~---"· l~)il p:i D'Jl.,.-S P~•P f'1.,l''>"llh., ,..B,,)1 ft.,t)fD f'•Jt~ , 

.,, "' "~"" • "l'lYI lit n"UM , 
In parting from these leter volumes of the HechFlutz 

it ia of importance to mention Schorr•a erticle entitled, 

~'*1•i·o~~' y~n a»~I • 

Herein, our author ahows by cit&tions from the Talmudic and 

~idrGshio aourcea that the a.bbia really meant Jeaua and hia 

disciplea when they apoke of Bal...,and his pupila. J1lr'n lM,, 
is used but really •ant to be •D:l n1' • J 1 f 'YD"or PeU'U•. 

1w• •nae :l!'JSJ' or Jacobua Kajor; 

f or pa ulus ; •p' l for Lukaa ; ni I I" for Le boa us Thadeua ; and 

The R&bbia made use of these 

a dn also ,, Ht'.,lOD 'l in order to hide the true person• to 

whom they ref erred. 

: i I 
I 

I 

,• 

,i 

,, 

I 

If I 
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I 

' 
11 

11 

It 



-45-

"11alya1a ot Schorr. 

Chapter 'l'hr••: 

Schorr's achol&rly activity and literary output 

covered a period ot torty-nine years and more, nevertbeleas, 

he did not leave one solid volume to which we ma7 reter as 

his major work. Hia name la linked with the acholara of the 

nineteenth centu.ry who developed what la generally referred 

to aa "th• historical ac.aoo1•. Unlike his contemporaries among 

whom were Krochmal, Rappapor~, Zunz, Geiger, Steinacbn•1der, 

J'1.t, Pinaker, Graetz, P~ankel, Balevi, Weiaa, and Dirent/rg, 

~ho all lett atter them one or more volumes or their a~hllar-
ly eche1vementa, Schorr lett a large number or magazine 

articles and monographie studies. We otten !ind amo.ng Scborr1 a 

writings that he gives only a part of his studies and merely 

refers to the subject and advises his reader L6 pursue. the 

subject further. Be chose to present hia views in the aborteat 

possible way anaJexpected the intelligent reader to continue 

his reaearehea. It la due to this lack of a single solid 

volume from the pen of Schorr that we do not find him otten 

mentioned n~r re!'erred to as are hia contemporaries. 

Schorr never developed a derinite system or "n,,,,.. 
unless one ma7 call his negation ot all Jewish valugs aa hia 

"ilt!ll". He does tell us that he aet hlmaelt to theftaak, 

-r J ~'?Iii :i~ j.:J!.J ;l'1CJin ,( !JVIL ?I-le? 1.1\C&f ,,r, ~ 'JJ"a" 

I 7&1< ?1i1 ~,, !J'~" f.A,,hp °"f' 1IJ1f-l\it 11?.::J .Alt !Jtf.)I f.,., 
I ~f1/r/J ft'.- lfl"J ~??~' /'tAf ,P/,» ..-,-r /1lt11p1/ li1/J1tt1 

Our author employed bia wide knowledge and erudition in 

seeking out heretical viewa in th• literary worka ot others 

and in attacking all whose viewa he did not ~ccept. but he 

never developed a positive ayatem as a result or his 
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hi s tori cal researches. His entire life was dedicated to 

the bringing about of a reforming of the Jewish life and 

religion. All his research into the Jewish past was to find 

confirmatQon for the bias which he had a{uired in his early 

manhood as a result of his contact with th~ Maskilim of his 

country and with the German Jewish reform~l"s. Dr. Simon 
:i.. 

Bernfeld speaks of Schorr as the "scientific reformer", for 

unlike his life-long friend Geiger, Schorr' a activities were 

all practically of a theoretical nature. It is true that 

his very scholarly reviews of the works of many of his 

contemporaries will ever remain as important corrections 

to these works, e.g ., Rappaports, 11 P1 ft1 f"1", Franke.J.. ' s, 

11 ! JI f.tA11 !cl? 11 ", Pineies ', 11 fJ '11.1"1 k... ">.:>?~ 11
, just to mention 

a few. In addition, his critical analysis of the Bible and 

Talmud as well as his philological studies aro important 

contributions to the Jewish scholarship of th~ nineteenth 

century and have served as the basis for the works of other 

scholars of his day some of whom he actually accuses of 

plagiarism, e.g., Graetz, Kohut, and Ao Krochmal . With all 

this, we are without a definite system which in a positive 

way reflects the scholarly activities of Schorr. 

Being a wealthy man practically all his life , Schorr 

posessed a very independent spirit and let nothing stand in 

his way. He haa_fthe means at his disposal to get the books and. 

manuscripts that were needed for his work and was dependent 

on no\ one. his valuable collection of books and manuscripts 

were left to the Isre.elitische Theologischet Lehransjf talf t 

in Vienna together with his personal papers and unpublished 

manuscripts . It is safe to assume that no important work has 

been left behind wherein a system of learning was developed. 
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One ••eke 1n vain for a poa1 t 1ve program ot theo-
-..-

l ogical belief. Schorr lived at a time when many acholara 

suu~itted the ancient Rabbinic writings to the teat ot 

cri tical analya1e and: the way in which these might be utiliaed 

for the purpose ot hiatorlcal atudiea. While most of th••• 
scholar• undertook their studies wi t hout an7 biaa or pre

determined notion of that which they wanted to prove, 

Schorr did start out with a definite prejudice. He undertook 

to show that both the written and unwritten Torah were hu.~an 

creations and had served their purpose at the time and the 

place for which they were writtan. He felt that the time 

was rip• for ta. abrogation of/all the laws and that the new 

ti:nea and coDdi tiona called tor a new Balachah. Be ~c-.lgbt 

t~ prove that s ince t he entire theolngical system were man•a 

cre~ tiona and not divine they may therefore be discarded 

or changed when their usetulneas had ceased. To Schorr th• 

entire Jewish theological system had become obsolete and 

a burden and ehould · thereror• be abrogated. Living in Brody 

in a country where llaasidism and Rabbinic authority was 

lntrenched, Schorr had not the possibility or doing much 

~ore than theoretical learning. He had no substantial 

following whereby to put into practice the views that h• 

held. He could do no more than to bitterly attack all who 

refused to accept his views. And more, he attacked moat 

bitterly all who spoke out against the att~mpts at tb• 

reforming or Jewish lite which waa then going on in Germ&D,7. 

Judaism to Schorr meant pure rel!.gion end . thr

bel 1et in One G~· .... ~verything else wes consider•• commen· 

tary . Put h• does not tell us or what thle commentary is to 

consist. Ilia task was cons~der•d complete when h~ attacked 

r. 
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and nqrated the existing system. He telt that hie duty wae 

complete when he ahowed that there existed within Jewish 

literature the precedence tor his heretical vi•••· In the 

works ot Al R~ Ibn Ezra, and De llodena,aaide 

from his contemporaries, he round juatitication tor his 

activities. Be telt at-one with alJ. who were critical ot 

the "tradition• and with those who sought to bring about 

the breakdown or Rabbinic authori~. 

Th(· .>nly a.t td!lllpta at a poai tiv• program may be 

gathered fron. the tew articles wherein he ahowa his deep 

concern •1th the lite about him. In the tiret volume ot 

the HeChalutz, Schorr presents his views of a Jewish acbool 

system. He would have the students receive a thorough 

training in Jewish literature but would not neglect the 

secular atudiea nor manual training~ .Aside from this single 

articl~, he ne~er diacuases the subject again. We have too 

a lo'1g and scholarly ";)?#t,.A" that was sent to a Rabbi or 

the Reform wing in Chicago who wanted to know whether an 

adult male convert to Judaism may be accepted into the Jewish 

told without bei~g circUllcia•d. Schorr answers that onl~ the 

ritual emersioo 1~ all that is required by Jewish la• tor 

a male convert in the same msnner as is done when an adult 

female convert in accepted into the Jewish faith! The circum-

eision ceremony la not re~uired tor an adult male convert. 

Finally, we have a aeries ot articles which appeared in the 

weekly publication called " '.:1Jrr •??1 "~ wherein Schorr 

fought against the high taxee on ~oaher meat and candles 

which waa levied by the leaders or the Jewish CoDDDUDlty in 

Brody by the ultra-orthodox organization called "Th• llacha

zikei Hadath." scorr called them the ll&z1ke1 Hadath and 
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tought them unrelentingl7. He telt that th• excesa1ve tax 

was an unneceaaa17 burden on the folk.~ 

Porm th•s• activi t iea we see that our author 

waa not a book-worm, drJ as the duat scholar whoa• ch1•t 

interest lay in the dead past and oblivious ot the preaent 

and ita needs. Even in h1a moat scbolarl7 articles wherein 

he becomea the tedious philologist, he is not the de t ached 

person but carries on these reaearchea in order to tllrther 

atPengt~9n his desire tor the change ot Jewish law. But he 

remained the theoretical scholar all his lite. He ia critical 

Of the Bible, the ?almud, Rabbinic literature and ot t he 

works of his contemporaries who deal t with the Jewish paet 

and ita institutiona but he tails to set up a positive 

program of Jewish lite and religion. 

Uot a little of the disregard for the works of 

Schorr is due to hie complete negation of Jewiah values. 

While his contemporaries submitted the Talmud and l\abbinic 

writings to the critical method, they were not bitter in 

their attacks. Th•7 did no t teel the personal hatr·ed ot 

Rabbinic authority as did Schorr. They were more objective 

in their reaea4·ches. Schorr dealt with ancient author! ties, 

t he Tannaim, Amorai.m an<! Gaonim as i f they were enemiea of 

the people and attacked them as if they were his personal 

opponents. The same terminology was uae~ainat t hem aa be 

used against his contemporaries. Becaua• of t he desire to 

d i srupt, to destroy and because of hla lack of objectivit7, 

Scborr•a achol~rly activities never were given the recog

nition that wae as corded to the ~ther acholara ot h1a day. 

There ia no doubt that Schorr had t h e training 

and the ability to develop a syatem of learning aa did Dl8n7 
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ot hie contemporariea and which baa been made the basis ot 

our present researches in Jewiah antiquities and Jewiah 

h1etor7. Thia is ~uite evident from hie writings eapeciall7 

i n th9 later vollmles ot the B•chalutz. Bia crit ical reviewa 

or the works ot man1 or t he scholars or hia day ahow hie 

critical acumen. In reviewing P1:n1ker·• a, • ..Alyl11i' tCtpf • • '
Schorr pointed out the untrustworthy activities ot Pirkowitz, 

the Russian talsit~er ot manuscripts or th• Iaraitea. Onl7 

in recent t imes have acbolara come to see th• juat1t1cat1on 

ot Scborr•a viewa albei t Pirkowitz was believed in b7 Graetz, 

Jost, Furst and the author of °' Jt1!Jl111p 1CljV " who really 

should have known better. 

The viewa that Schorr held concerning Eldad th• , 
Danite, too, ahowa hi• critical aenee and hia deep foraight. 

l•either can one bruah aside hie scholarly articles showing 

the miatakea that appeared in the Wiahnab, the'. 'l'aawl, the 

Rabbinic literature as well as the works or hie contempor

aries. Nevertheless, scholars have paid little attention 

to .ala activitiea and diaregarded even his ac1ent1tic worka. 

Not a little ot the disregard tor Schorr ma7 be due to the 

peraonal bitt erness against his contemporaries t•• ot whoa 

escaped th• attacks ot his critical pen. 

Schorr 1-d a paaeionate love tor the truth. Ot 

course, the truth a s he understood it. lfothing could atand 

in his ••Y in 'th• pursuit ot th• truth. Whether or not 

Schorr did have th• "truth" la not the ~diat• taak ot 

tbe present writer, but it ia int•r••ting to point out that 

tor Schorr to bav• cone1etently carried on h1a activities 

i n a moat hoati~• e.nvironment in Galicia displayed unusual 

courage and a daring apir1t. 

7 
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It Schorr ma7 not be among the outetanding ecbolara 

ot his da7, he vanno, · b• ' dlar•garded eepeoiall7 becauee ot hi• 

intluenc• on the lit• and works ot othere. Through hi• annual., 

th• HeChalutz, he waa able to gather about him several able 

writers. The organ served ae a meana ot expreeaion tor th• 

critical worka ot Abraham Krochmal, Dub1ah, Pinelee and Geiger. 

Their writinge appeared on.ly in the early iaauea ot th• 

HeCh&..lutz, but it eerved to arrouee the ire ot the Orthodox 

Rabbi•· and their followers. No practical reeulta came out ot 

Schorr• a aot1v1t1ee, but his writing• seem to '.have been a 

thorn in the aides ot those who revered the meimory of the 

Tannaim and Amoraim and who clung to traditional practices. 

He coul~ not be completel7 1gnorred, and t he H1echalutz could 

not ~e left unchallenged. Two volumes were pub.li&hed b7 

the traditionalists attacking Schorr and his H1echa.1.utz. 

The first to be issued was called the Hacholet:z. It wae 

printed in Le;oberg in 1861 under t ::ie authoreh1Jp ot B. lloa•• 

M&rmelina. In this volume, Schorr is attacked in the same 

manner that he utilized in attacking the Rabbi11. The satiric

al method 1a used throughout the volume and ia rather caustic 

in i ta st7le end language. The second volume •1as ieaued by 

Rabbi Ke7er Kolm-Biatri tz in P~easburg, 1888, t9nt1 tled, 

" /!,/;fl::. CtC" ?!!g •. Thia latter voluce la aclentitic in 

its approach and in a 3yetematic order liata all the word• 

and names dealt with by Schorr and ahowa that b.e erred in 

ascribing the a• words to Greek and Peh.levian 01rig1n.' 

Bappapol't, · •oo, utilized several occuaions to 

expressing his wrath with Schorr and his activjltiea. We 

read his bitter reeling towarda Schorr in the 11ord•, 
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rTCj , Py'~-.,,, -./c_i (, 1.JIJ,? 11" ;>ylc "'1'' ·~· 
f??rfl ~/11/, !J'O 9J 1•;> M?ll /''ltf"!JP f JJlt,/ l'!J"J 
/>' r;) . O?/.J.3;, 9-,/Jt';j g,7r.J /'1t /3 't l:lft? t'"" 
Pl'IJl:>;, t'lnn Oc 'iJ'>taf).Ju>~ !Jf ./t?•"Ji> •?/.no 
?'1 lftfceJt' 9,.rrf?I , l_J•ll' 7?11'1 !J,,,,~ t>.:> -rt ;)/\•i> 

' ".J·" nG11 .A•-, n ""'""'.J ,f/tff' 'tt~/,,, !J? 
Sehorrta gr•at•at iD!'luence waa not OD thoae 1.D 

hie own country but on the )laakilim in Ruaaia eapeciall7 

on Jehuda Loeb Gordon and Moshe Loeb Lilienblua. Th• 

identical. struggle which Schorr waged ~alnet the Teated 

Rabbinic authorities in Galicia, Gordon and Lilienblum 

waged in their O'tlll countr,- in their own manner and at7le. 

Both Gordon and Lilienblum were vital forces in the secu-

'" larization of Jewish lite in Russia. Lilienblum particu-

larly was indebted to Schorr and acknowledged the lattera 

1ntlueuce upon him. Had it not been tor the speedy eclipee 
the 

ottaecularization proceae by the riae or the Hibbath Zion 

movement there le no doubt that the havoc that 1a now 

prevalent among the Jews in the Soviet Union would have 

reached Russia:.l J•1117 e ger&eration or two aoon.er!' L111enblum 

lived to alt'irm Jewish va!uea and to repudiate much of 

hie negative tendenciee. Schorr. on the other hand, died 

an embittered and to:..·gotten mar. • .Ln tact, a eul\JQ ot 

Schorr appeared ln th• Hebrew periodical Bameliz in 1692, 

three 7eara prior to his death.'~ 

In parting from ~hla theaia it 1• well to poi.nt 

out tt.at tine haa done that which Schorr attempted to do. 

We do find that Rabbinic authorit} baa been discarded and 

that secularization of Jewish lite 111 a ta1t accompl1 . 
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Jewish maaaea have gone further than Schorr b7 giTing up 
. 

even their belief 1n t'1e One God. Reforming of Jewish lit• 

and religion has brought in its trail th• entire over~w 

ot th• Jewiah wa7 ot lite,- its Halachft.. Ho one ia better 

aware of thia than th• leaders ot Reform J•'flr'J both 1:l thia 

count17 and abroad. Our on~-y hope ia that the upbuilding of 

the Jewish Bational Homeland 1n Eretz Ia~a•l will revitalize 

Jewish lite and religion throughout the world and Jewa 

will again reaffirm thoae Jewish values which are the lite 

and blood of Iarael. 
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2- -l'J n. J(Jt--Y Vl1l~01 «J•r_ . . . ~ . 
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al1st reaction in tm 19th centU17. Deapita thia, Haskalah 

continued tor decades to follow 1n the trail ot the enligbt

onment ot tl e past centU17. 

4- Ibid., p.49. 

5- Though I know that the enlightenment among the Jews should begin 

w1 th a atud7 ot the work.a appearina 1n Italy ot the 16th cen•

tU17 an.n Aaaterdaa ot the 17t h centu17, I contine ~aeU 

1n tbia paper with the German, Galic1an and Russian Baakalah. 
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by this latter period ot the enlighte11111ent. 
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London, 19281 pp.2S·64 . 
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1913, p.13. 
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Tol. VII, PP• 256-258. 

10- Ibid., p. 258. 

ll- Moaea Xl•1DlllRn, ad cit., p.14. 

12- Rabbi Max Ra1a1n, Th• Rerorm Movement aa Rerlecte• in ••o

Habraio Literature, 1D t~earbook ot the Central Contertaee 

ot .American Rabbi•• Yol. XVI, 1906• p.274. 
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VolWDea I to VI ot B• ~'hal.utz 

Cbapt•r Onas 

1-- Fir s t called so by f11-;)::J?•';' V:,.,, . That Schorr a c-

cepte d this t i tl6' may be gather e d from h is 'fifn;r, Vol. V . ~ 

p.~ 'II. 

2-- Shal om Spie ge l , He b r e w Re bo--, N. Y. , 1930 p. 199 .,., ... 
0-- Gershorn Bad er. Pardes;11,·,.J}'l.1', p .1a2; Cf. als o Max 

4--

5--

f --

7--

8--

Seli gsohn, Jewish En cyclope dia , N. Y. , 1903 , Vol. XI, p . 1t8f 

The i n t.rod uc tory chapt;er to the firs t vo J ume of' Hee-

halut z was berri.m by Erte r bu t compl eted b y Sc'1orr, f or 

the .form-sr di e d be1'or e t.he vo ~ tnne was cor-rJ eted. 

R. W.B. ( Re uben Br ain i n ) , ;)")1"i}J;,, #197, Wa rsaw, 1895 , 

NI r>f'"'' '" iJflAf ~11~ ,,a1 ltf!J~ 1r n"?' M•i> lj,., .A,~,.,, 
p . 7s 2 , ~Uf"f ... !J.Ai,9.; Allc'r,,t ....,.,.,., r,,. IJJ;th ,.,.J,fi.? "'"'' ~ "' 

11itJ'.J~ JUjtP/ A/al 1'tl/ 
Ger shom Btw:Ier, ad . cit. , p.1e2;1.J.... .. ~; •di:::J~!, ,,._,,~ .. , 

s t ,..,_._ __ ·=--.. '~'v, H · 7'-''· 
So lomon Schec t er , Studi es i n J udai sm , i~ Series , Ph1-

l sdelr h 1e , 189f· . p._x:x. 4..t....,a . S.)l~,JI. ... t5'v--tJz,~1•,IF'a,~?P. 

The r eMsr l· s of :.:~ x !!:ril~ , i n h i s yC~,t;r~ nJ /J jt-,/,(iy 
-v(l,r•lcn rll lie> , ranslr , 1934 , pt> .19 5- 205 , 1:1 re in tereatinl?~ 

,,,_, /,f'tJ '""'1 /1lc. C"k6e-it 7Y a'i) ,,J,~lr1 -,.,,,,. J,,J. 
1'11J,J ,.,C }11,j, Pj'flt?''f'I~") /!'.~'' pt1 1,01,,Q,J/, //;) , f,J~,-tf 

'h(,,,C'J 'f(',, .. .. trl~,/trt, -a,6",J,,,_ 'P't'ft., ""!r'.J 'l''J"'A->J 
'f ':'fJl'r>~ltC'f, f'{A n?1f- _,lrlc~.,J? JI;) 

f>t1~i1tlt Alf,, Warsaw , 18 96 , p . 30 - Cf . als o Dr. 

J\do l f Bru\11, Monfl t sbJ atter , FrarJ tfort A.rt. ., 1895, Vol. XV, 

p . 244 j and J-Ce:py1/, ?/? .,};,1 1 M1e1 ?j/"~Vol. X, p.'14 

SoJ orPon Schechte r, Studie s i n J uda i ~ ( third serie s), 

Ph i lede l phia, fq1.l/
1 
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p. 293, Note 1?, says "that the Talmud was not regar-

ded even by medieva l Jews in all its perts as rel1 p,-1ous 

scri pture , may be gathered f rom many sources." He r efers 

particularly to ~}~f i'l'1Jlf\
1 

Kone gs berg, 1856, p.41; Mo

dena ' s, pf?/';, Jtj•h~ De Rossi• s, Meor Enayim. But 1n Po-
th 

l and or the 1~ cen tury, the ctitice l anal ysi s of the 

Talmud which was done by Schorr created quite a furor. 
Cf· , .~, I! r. 

?/,,-,1,1 -p•i(nl11.Jor;, .lnfi' .Ah1b-, Berlin, 1925, p.15'7 

'Ibey add t hat thi s activity on the part of Schorr 

":,._ r/f ftll;l t/c .A/, /f,3~»- . Why Schorr was not placed in 

f?1' because of this i s e matt.er of speculation. 

10-- Cf--HechaJ utz , Vol I V, r . 28 

l :! -- Schorr's wor l· s were toge t her \\ 1 th the worJ.rs of all who 

particif'ated in. "Jewi sh Science", a reaction to the New

s cholasticis!l'I of' his t i ?TJe vhich was root.ea in the Hala-

chah ann in Hasidism . 

12 - - P. Lachower, ;1£91'9\ ft,,?1i> .l\/,f}o:t .A/-,(t,,, Tel Aviv, 1929, 

Vol II, p .309 

:2a-- Cf. I bid, p . 95 where Sc~orr maintains there was no di-

vine 1nspir~ tion after t h e Prophets and a l l t he laws 

made by the Tonnaim, Junorei~ and Geonim as we l l as -Rabbis of all genera ~ ion s merel1 f enced i n the l aws of 

o f the Bible and t ne pro~he ts . 

,,-;>f /,-;,,/ C'e'C>i) /.,,11'j)I (?-., !JAi Jt/.,.Af r:J,.,1~~ 
7;, f/,,7 /f,/\:wo/tf ..ftltJ':> ~~J~p;, p?IJ.» l??";J 

13-- Cf., Re ubin Brainin , ad. cit. , .p.752 

14-- Cf ., P. La ch o»er, J\!J/,~/ fr?;/tJl, Warsew, 19~5, p.23 

1 5-- Hech a l utz, Vo. V, p.25; cf. Vol. II p .42 and p . 56, 
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where Schor 'I" cal J s "' Rsbbis , •/11.Jf'I fl;w;. 1'C>f .1t/.Jl9 .A!J;n !Jv.(,, 
Thi s i s often r epP, eted i n t h e early vo l tnne2 of the Hechelutz . 

l E-- He ch alu tz , Vol . I, p.48 

J7-- Ibid., p .50 

J;.)·- - Ed i ted by Dr. J .M.Jost and M. Cr eizenach . T\r.•o volUJ!les 

apreared i n 1840-41 and 1842-43 

l S-- /z1on, ft",~, ~I,, p . 193 

21- Dr . U.ax Weis sberg, Die Nef uhe braisch e Au.f'V J iirun1is Liter

~ 1n Ga11 z1en, Le1pz 1 ~ 1.D'ld ~ 1893 , p . 66 , srea~ s of 

the Hecha lut z n s b e in P. t h e or~an nar exc~ lJance of the Has-

l' a lah in Ga lich . e sped 1111 y in 1 t.s ant i-rabbinica l tende ncy . 

~0- - Cf . Jewi sh Encyclopedi a , M.Y., 1903 , vol. I, p .11 

~la-- Hech a lutz , Vo l I, p . 18 

BC:-- Such a d i vi s ion was n o t ed by SeJ i 11sonn in hi s brief acco unt 

on Schorr i n t he Jewish En cyc l oned i A, Vol XI, n-)J'; ~Y 

Gers - om Ba der. ad . cit . , p. 1 ~~3 ; a nd b y I::ax '."eis sber11, ed . 

-c i t . p . 69 

23 -- Cf- -t: ax Weissbe"iz, a d . c i. . p . 74: P. Lachover, .1tl?C>o .11h{~ 
Vol II, pn .182-184.,; 

A. Epstei r: i n Wei Sll'enn' s Ji~onets schrif· t fur d ie Li

ter s t ur 1.md W1ssenschaft des J udenthums, Wein , 1889, p .55 ----- -- -
Eps tein mein tai.ns tha t Schorr exo p.11.e rated the Persian and 

Gr ee¥ in fluences on Jewry; and Ger shom Bade r, ed . cit., 

p .183 

24-- Cf . for example Vo l. I, pp.4 '7- 50: Vol . II, pp.1-12; Vol. 

II I, pr .1-20 ; Vol . IV, p~ .1-21; and Vol V, pp .1-11 

2ri-- Cf' . the Jewi sh :!:nc:vclop~dia, a d . cit ., p ''': Ger s h om 
tt~~M4·- ~-.. ",('~r:t.~~.~~ 

Bader , a~ . c it., p. 18 5. -'-A._,,.__~ ... ,._...,,,.._,~~·..l•• -.c.. AZ;;c.,.' 
~ ~·;e~_,.:_,~ ~ A-*4,:.f'; .... .......,. 

~5a-- Cf--Ibid., Vol II, p . 46 , wherech orr quo tes f r 0rrf' 
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J\ "'lc..~mon Dnran , :2, to show that fol1' did not sl

v:ays foll ow t he laws of the Re bbl s , 

?'?~ f1 ''Jt "IJf'r P!J'"'?" P"'~"r "..,:>.:;) ,,.,,;) ?t1,~1· 
-"J'?~? P.A?JfJ' "''~:> , ~;I 1;~, Aft, '*1.:> ~' .il,r,.r~ f"?ll"J., /,;, 
/:f''i' 1:> , S>? ~·;) ..Alf Dr;) ,,.~ P!JllJ';> re~';) ~,, f;,;-/ Ip 1.::n 

• ~ IJ,J j>lltl , ~r} f !}.~J> / 'C>f PJ.:> ?f./r 

26-- Hechalutz, Vo l . I I , p.38 ; Cf . also Vol. I, p . 49 

~7-- Ibi d ., Vol. I, p.49 

2 ~--

~9--

30--

31--

~2--

33--

34--

~5--

36--

~f:a--

~7--

38~-

Schor r main teins that 1 t was RA bi ' s boas t ful ch a.rse-
. 

t e r and hau¢l t1nes s that caused him to propA ~·~e such a 

l aw . Cf . Vol . II, p . 2 . Before Rabi, the Tannai m r erused to 

put t he Mi shna 1n wri t 1n u., for they were aware that it wo u ld 

be misused and considered h oly writ . Cf --Vol. I, p .49. 

I b i d, Vol . II, p . 2 

Ibid . t Vol. I, p.49, ~ ~ ~,.o,, •G;al ,..,.., h ;\k~ ~f;,1,,. 
Ibid . , Vol. II p 43ff ''?n ,,.} Amn ;a/7 'CJ'-y/ '!)"' ,,,,., it?flf jl7'i?• 

• · '!ila,.f.;, .1tt&,. /ltJ,,_j(, "";, i',, ),#_,,.r -rl'r /.Y" ~,,, Ali 
I bi d. , Vol. I, P . 49 

Ibid., Vol . II, p .47 

Ibid V 1 I rl l9 oht. Jtlf;},.J,, ?Ill( ~;» ~f_, 1'.,,fA:J '71tk -011 

•. ~ 1;,~ ,.';. /:1,~.,j /,,., 1'•1 •1t1 J'!f'?,.,I -"'"'~ ,.., -Alff/:>;, -,!Jltlr>n l''•-'lt•'l 

Ibid . , Vol . I, p . 50, ~~~ 11•CJ ~n "'fl•fA ..-J tt'~ /"'bJo 

I b id .• Vol. I, p . 51, 91-·c-J-;d:;..I. ~r-~ .. ;"".9· IJ-/.. ""/ft!-.N 
~.a:c~~~~ . 

I b id . , Vol . I, p . 49 I 
Ibid., Vol. I, !" . 53 ; Vol. VI , p . 36 

Ibid., Vol. I , p .50 

I bid., Vol. I, p . 51. In h i s er .. t i c i sm of Rebi and Jl lshna , 

Schorr refers his r eader s t o /lie~ h7'7~ '., .A?~,, tbe i ntro-

duction to t he 

Aboth . 

fl.1t'i11 and t h e in t roduction of Hameir i to 
J 
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39- - Ibi d., Vol. I, p . 5~f • . 

39s-- Ibid . , Vol. Jr, Pf'· J2.· '17 

89b-- Ibid . , Vol . Vi, p .46 

40-- I bid . , Vol . I, p .55 . Schorr con cedes, howe ver , t hat these 

laws se rved t 1e1r purpose i n pre servin~ Jewry a t a t i me of 

strife and stress . 

41- -

42--

43--

44--

44a --

4 5--

4 6 --

4 ?- -

48- -

4 91,;1:, 

50--

~1--

52- -

52a--I 

53--

I bid . , Vol . I, pp .56-65; Vol . II, PP·Sf-60 ; yo1 . V, pp . 54- 66 

Ibid., Vol . I, - .55- '~"/ 1l11Ut9 1l1f J\W;fl (,'ff -.,( ;,3,., k ly,~ .. .. ,? 1 1;•fli> 
Ibid ., Vol . II, p .11 

Ibid., Vol.~, p.105 

I bid . , Vol . II, p . 39f 

Ibi d ., Vol . II, p . 50 

I bi d . , Vol . II, p . 4 

Cf - -Ibid . , Vol . VI, pp.4V- 56 where he proves his preference 

for the Jerushal mi b y c1 ting many exaJT!Ples. Cf c4-.~'§. 

Ibid. , Vol . II, p .11 

I bi d . , Vol . II , p. 7f 

I bid . , Vol. I I , p . 52 

I bid . , Vol. I I , !" . 54 

I bid ., Vo J. . I V, p. 49 

I bi d . , Vol. v, p .14 

I bid . I Vol. IV, pp . 28- 50 ; Schorr 1 s ar t i cle on N •~ in 

thi s vol ume is a very impor t an·t and enli p..h t en inF? s t udy on 

t h e sub .1e ct . ./ lv4.,..,.,~ -:vf...,:-t ~1 ,f,_t. 7 

54 - - Ibid . , VoJ . IV, p .41 

5 5-- Cf . , Ibid ,· p . 4 4
1 

no te 1 . 
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Sf -- I bid ., Vol IV, p.46 . Cf . a l so Schorr ' a article on /'f~" in 

Vo~. v , pr .11- 26 . 

57- - I bid• , Vol. IV, p . 49. Schorr mai n ta ins · ·that Rabbi Zv 1 Cha jea . 

erred in If 'f il cf' • p • 4 2 

58- - I bi d . , Vol . V, p.15 

59-- I bi d ., Vol. V, p.16 

f O-- Ibid ., VoJ • V, p . 21. Schorr wan ts to shol'J t ha t 

1,,1, ~?f~ 1j ,~,:rt? 1''°' 11» !I~ rrC ,;,r /'"" ,,,,?!". 
I'"'', ,,,.1, /:;,J' n1 tt '.:J '"~;a M3' ,,c/,1onl n;, 11,,;, 

-"''"f>Y J.IJ"11 p~ ~" l,cg,J tl'flhf , ..... r,, p;f .t.t(, p11tCfl/111 
-Al11?f P'~"'' ,,,-,/;a.Jr °3' f'J' 1.:> 9.,r,,1,1,,,.,.,,r I''" fa''* 
... ,., ?I?~ /'>.U f)NJ, -"f ;-, ,, pr;i;tf JI. ?!Jf' fl .A/,,?.., -A4 

~""? .Af'C>?J\~r J'";,;, ~~f ft?:>,,,, ln.9~, p,~r "'' 
,j l?;-f.,, ?Afr, yr , 'Jr1ra P'""'r"'i> lff11 l''f ~"'r;) 
I'· ~s-- ~I',') T'? f'f C<?tl ~JJ,.,;, fl?.A/';) ?'?~ 

60~-- Ibid . , Vol .V, p . 52 

61-- I bid ., Vol .II, p . 39 

6la--

62--

f 3--

I bi d ., 

I bi d. , 

I b id . , 

Vol. V, pp . 03- 37 

Vol V, p . 3 . Jf:-.-~~-~'; 'lC 

Vol. IV, p.12 

64-- Ibid. , Vol. V, p.4 ; Cf , Vol. II, p . 5 ; Cf. also hi s ar t i cle 

i n Vol. VI , p~ . 30-32 on t he Rabbi s permi t t i n g the e ati ng of 

garlic on Fri day even i ng i n order t o excite thea.. n't'-.y- f•'" S'~•••l 
""~~ro,ts . 

65-- I bid. , Vol . V, p .7f. 

f.6- - I bid. , Vol. V, p .9 

<:?-- I bid ., Vol. II I , p. 11--Al.1 t hese ar e quoted f rom ,-rG ?/' -,';Jo . 
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69--

?0--

? 1--

?2--

73--

74--

75--

76--

77--

-62-

Ibid., Vol. III, p .12--from /•frt?J\ ;-/,,y . 
Ibid . , Vol.ill, p. 12f --from cf; J)~ ,,,: /~ • 

Ibid., Vol. III, p .13--from pfh /If.It •l1(J1r. 
Ibid., Vol. III, p.14--from p ? ;> C I '} 1.f., • 

Ibid. , Vol. III, p .14 

Ibid., Vol. !'II, p.14f. Cf . Vol. II, p .41 where he shows 

that R. Modena was prevented from publ1sh1n p. his work on ~ 

a,,,.~'"" .I and before h1m,J\tt,, ?;> i'"'' ;a.,n wa. ted to ad j ust la-ws 

to conditions and was prevented by the t•,,,,. 
Ibid., Vol . v, p . 9 

Ibid., Vol. v, p.lOf. 

Ibid., Vo 1 • v, p .11 

Ibid., Vol. I, p .48 

78-- I bid., Vol . I I , p . 42 ; also Vol . III, p.1~ 

,. ?bit .AllJ11,,/ J\J"/t';, .AbfJ. "' ..Al.:>C ;,n /" p.;,( /(-,,." 

"i>,,J~ci') '!J'""jj ~ c.c;n 111?.J-" 1'J Ot1, ,,,,, ,.,, /..,~ /'" 
79--

8')--

81--

82--

83--

84--

85--

86-,,_ 

Ibid., Vol. 

and Vol. v, 

Ibid., Vol. 

Ibid. , Vol. 

Ibid., Vol. 

Ibid., Vol. 

Ibid., Vol . 

Ibid., Vol. 

II, p.12. er . a lso p . 57, Vol. III , p .19 , 

p.31 

II I , p.15 

I I , p . 43 

Iv , p . 13 

VI, p . 55 er. also p. 53 

I, p .119 

III, p .l? 

j 
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VollDDee VII to XIII of Re\.1halutz. 

Chapter two: 

l. cf . especially Hecbalutz, Volumes Xll and Xlll where his reYiewa 

of Buber's Midrashim; Frankel's Jeruahalmi ; Lebenaohn'a, Jehoah>pbat., 

Harkavy'&, Geonica and other •Ork& appear. 

2. Ibid., vol Vl, PP• 47-56. 

3. Ibid, vol Xl, p.l. 

4. Ibid., Vol Vl, P• 49 f 

5. Ibid. , Vol Vl, p. 49 

6. Ibid. , Vol Vl, p. 52j cf. also, Vol Xl, pp 1-7 

7. Ibid., Yol. Xl,~lOf 

8 . Ibid., Vol. Xl,p. 27; a lso Vol. Vl, p 42, Vol. l.X
1
part ~. p ?O and 

vol . Xl, pp . 7-26, esp. p. 25 . 

9. Ibid., Vol. Xl, p. l9j Cf.also examples tha t he brings there . 

10 .Ibid. , Vol.Xl, p.7. 

11. Ibid., Vol.Xl, pp.11-18. 

12. Ibid., Vol. Xl, p. l4f. 

13.Ibit., vol.Xl, p. 21. 

14. Ibid. , Vol.Xl, p. 26. 

15. Ibid., Vol.Xl, p 27; cf ~leo voi. Xl.11 where he reviews. 

!. Frankel's, Introduction t o the Yer ushalmi and J.A. Wiezner's, 

~ivath Yerusha laim. 

16. tbid., Vol. Xl, p 45 . 

17.Ibid., Vol. Vll, p 10. 

18. Ibid., Vol. Vll, p 12 . 
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19 • Ib id • , Vo 1. V 11 , p . 16. 

20. Ibid., Vol. Vll, p . 14 . 

21. Ibid., Vol. Vll, P• 16f; also vol. Vll, PP. 3-8. 

22. Ibid., Vol.Vll, pp l?-20; also vol, Vlll, pp. 8-16. Schorr closes 

his remarks on devils with, 

O '~ l1~ C'l'nND~ O'~'lQM\ O'i~Ml O'N~'' 
' , ' ' ' 

23. Ibid., Vol. Vll, pp. 21-23. 

24. Ibid . , Vol.Vll, pp. 2~-25 . 

25. Ibid., Vol. Vll, pp, 25-28. 

26. Ibid., Vol. Vll. 28-35. 

' 
o .. ·wm ~ 1 n :it ~u in, l1 ' '' 

.., 
n 'N n~ n~'Vll n~'l' • 

27. Ibid~Vol . Vll, pp. 35-38; To these articles should be added 

the corrections and additions found in Vol .Vlll, pp. 60-82 

27a. Ibid., Vol. Vlll, PP• 98-120 . 

28. Ibid., Vol. Vll, PP• 39-52; also Vol.Vlll, pp. 39-60. 

29 . Ibid., Vol.Vll, PP• 52-60 

30. Ibid., Vol. Vl l, p 69. 

31. Ibid., Vol. Vll, p. 80 

32. Ibid., Vol. Vll, p 81. cf. the examples pp. 81-89 

~3 . George Foote Moore, History of H.eligions, N.Y., 1922, 

p.~83, notep. ; cf. also Maurice Fleugel, The Zend-A~esta and 

Eastern Religions, Baltimore, 1898, p . 64f. 

"Schorr showed the striking identities and cantrasts in many doctrines, 

views and customs, in religion, worship, marriage, mourning, juria-

prudence, eta.. He pointed out surprising likeness between their views 

concerning paradise and hell, creation, deluge, resurr ect ion, immor t-

ality, social hopes and issues; the Messiah, last end of things ard 
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• 

other vi ews of the Talmudists, which he asswned as borrowed from 

the rareeee. Caeuietical Principles of Law, jurieprudence and 

relig ious cust.omee were coming from the same s ource. Ble critical 

ecW!len was sharp and bold, deep and vast. .:ttbal that I think that. 

he was oneeided and exaggerated in hie criticism! 

34.Bechalutz, Vol.IXpart l, p.lt. 

35. Ibid., Vol. IX, part l, PP• 2-16; Vol. X, PP• 4-~. 

36. Ibid., \'ol. IX, part 1, PP• l6-l8. 

37. i b id., Vol. IX, part l, pp.18-28; vol. x, pp.9-11. 

38. Ibid., Vol. tx, part l, pp. 29-43; vol. X, pp.11-27. 

39. Ibid., Vol . IX, part l, pp. 43-67. 

40. Ibid., Vol. IX, part l, p.44; cf. alao, p. 67. 

41. Ibid., Voi. IX, part l, p.67. 

42. Ibid., Vol. IX, part l, p.68. 

43. Ibid., Vol. IX, part l, PP• 69-80. 

44. Ibid., Vol. IX, part 2, PP• 1-43. 

45. Ibid., Vol. IX, part 2, p.lt. 

46. Ibid., Vol. IX, part 2, p.39. 

~7. Ibid., Vol. X, pp.32-46. 

( 

II 
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Chaj>ter thrH: 
Analysis o~ Schorr. 

l- H•~halutz, vol.VII, p .14S. 

2- Dr. s. Bern!'eld, Toldot Hareformatzlon Badatit B•Yisrael, 
Waraaw, 192~, p.234. 

i.~- '-~·"--',--r-~+·-C#a~ JI.eel ,__,,, ~-z:- TJt:!-., ''~'IG· /11"' lilo.A, I _. , I 

3 - Hech.al.utz, vol. r, pp . ~7-50 . '~'- /,,. /.-n9>1 ,..,..A:t/ '4. Jt;~"'· 
~·~ .,Q .4c. .... bf•• -A!Jl.,,,:/c. ~~,,. ,,. 

.;. Ibid., vol. XI, pp. 67-74. ~ °"" . '.Jr..r 

~- Ivri Anochi, volumes XV and XVI, Brody, 1878-1880. 
Schorr contributed a series of short articles 
in proae nnd in verse entitled, £It 1~1.1 , all 
of wh1c~ &ppeared e.ncnymoualy. These articles 
&p~eared as a weekly contribution by Sch)rr although 
several single weeks were skipped. Our autbors 
bitter attack against the orth~dox group in Brody 
~ay be seen from this short ~uotation fro~ one of 
the articles in the aeries, 

f':J ,j(" ""t"' l?yc , S' ft.,.f ,11/~, 1.,1..,, 1-n~n ,f.,,,.,.A;,• 
f'll/i-rl ,P;l•f~)? prf;,!J nlffn 71,/c ~?l;,G;) J\";J;> -f~,f .A.lt.lf 

,,,.,...,/? nllc•CI f11f\'111I It/., t?f1':1? p1/vl,,/ f';,~l11'rl? 
.''l'Jll!!t'J? p1/u.~I P.A''"~ p1<;4J l'..A,')P? ,,,,,,?, PJ'\lrt;ar-

vol. XVI, sept. 26th, l e 'T9, p.9f. 

6- Hechalutz. Vol.VI, pp. S6-85 . 

7- I~id., vo l . IX, palt l .. P• Bl. 

a- 'l:he wriur confesses that he had n.:>t the oppor"Cunity to 
~ake a atudy ot these v~lumes. These remarks are made 
atter a casual glance into the vclumea. 

9- Quoted by Lr. s. Bern..teld in "Toldot Shir", Berlin, 1899, 
P• l28f. 

l O- Cf. Prof. Joseph K~uaner,~'1~ .r~;,';l ~hoor- .Nt1l;v- 414 
i~ J\l':I ;')1'iJ "'1" , vol.I, Jerusalem, 
1926, P• 12. 

11 - ·Ct. t~e citation tron ~ax Erik in note #6, Chapter one. 

12- A~er s. Weissman, Ham.eliz, vol. 32, # 79, April 10, 1892, 
P• 6. This was due no doubt becauae of the passing 
ot Abrah8J11 Jtrochmal and Weissman' a linking the two 
men together in writing the eulogy. 
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Bibliography of' SChorr•a Writing• 
I 

Chronolfgioally Arranged. 

I 
l- Kritiache Studien, (Ger.) signed, von einem Golizier, 

in Iarseli tiache Anllalen, •d. Dr. J .a . .1oat, i9rankfort 

AM. July l?th, 1840• pp. 248-50 

D"'":t •&,/ l "' .,go, in l' ·~ , ed. by Dr. K. Crei:enack and 

Dr. J.~. Joat, Frankfort AK, 1840/41, pp. 93-98; 

cont,, pp. ll0.115. 

3- 'Mlr "'D lb id., p. 14? I. 

4-•.2., a,M p.,ilM ... ., Ibid., pp. 166-168 ; cont., pp. 193-196. 

5- 1'.,~I" ~DKD -a,M.,~' ~·l., MD1~M l".,!'!l ,J'•~ 
1
1B4l/2, PP• 29-32 

6_ ··~ n11:>nn ,!'n~· nn.,t' u•J., ,,,,.,,,..,Ibid., p. lllt; 
cont.,p.l26t; p. l42tt; PP• 147-150. 

?- lUaaion b Jacob Wld sein nrtDDn ""DD, iiiaeenachaftliche 

4 eitachrift fur Judiache Theologie, Grunberg u. l.eipzig, 

vol. V, 1844, pp. 431-445. (Ger) 

8 - Hechalautz, Vol.,l, Lemberg, 1852 

Begun by I. Erter- r'., "" ,,'"''" 
comrleteci by Schorr, PP 3-2> 

pp,20-36 ~ • .,:an . .,l, 

PP• 47.50 •rv• ... l, 

pp .50-56 M.,DlM1 :u !'1Dn ':-y '·v l"Q'?/ 

pp.9?-116 

pp.56-65. 

n.,1D01' 'J •1y "Y n.,.!'I"' "'"'=> ll"!>D ,, 

pp.116-120 r1nl .,:a, (t 

pp.120-123 

pp.149-158 

p.159 

p.1601' 

c•i:a.,n ~Y nJ1.,,, ., •• (• 

1-, '"Y 'lC l • ., •"\:ti (M .. 
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9- Hechallltz, Vol ll, lAlmberg, le>53 

pp.l-12 1 •.,.,1' , .. 
PP. 58-6(.},' D.,,.. ,,, llr/ (I 

PP• 37-58 'I" }Jl 
.,l, ( l 

PP• 105-116 1l!HC~l1 i, l't "'D.,., D""1&,:i """W (, 

pp. l l 7-153 r "'m ,.,y .,Dtl ,..,!':i ( n 

pp. 161-162 t "':io.,:i "-Y .,., t'J ( ' 

10- Hecbalutz, Vol. 111 1 Lemberg, 1856 

pp.1-20 · i •.,.,,., (M 

pp.23-24 

p.46t 

pp.146-148 iUJ1 JlD .,Dam (n 

ll- Hecha.lutz, Vol lV, Breele.u , 1859. 

pp.~-21 :"1 l .,On ""'1 "K , .. 
pp.28-50 'l "OD nvmL, i1 :>., i1 (l 

PP• 53-60 I"'"'" .. ., l1' (f 

PP• 70-83 IH> ".,ti., 1 M "'c r"'q!'l ,, 
PP• 83-94 li,li,M pn~" 

. ., ( n 
.,ont. in Vol. Vl am Vll. 

12- Hechalutz, Vol. V, Brealau, 1860 

pp.l-ll ny 1 ~.,n n.,,, Ut ( t4 

PP• ll-26 J • "' " II" ( :i 

PP• 31-54 1f'}1! '"'l, ~ 
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pp. 54-66 i1Da,r ,,1ll'1 ,., 
PP• 75-91 n'>lD ,, "~ 1,, <" 

l-,P\\",lK" "nY " i 1 i ..• .,.., D ".,f>1 D ') 1 !'f" ' P• t • ' 
13- Hechalutz. Vol Vl, Breel•u • 1861 

pp. 1-13 n.,trit .,Da ( M 

pp .&>-32 OHi ""~'~ ( I 

pp.32-47 f'\ 'lVID ~ 

pp.47-56 '"ll ., 1D.,I"' "D.,~1-,in .,1aa,,, (, 

PP• 66-85 ,,1'1\Di!' '&Q1!'., "'D ,,.,!'l 01 

PP• 85-95 <111on) l.,,.,~ !'"~" 
... ., (1 

14- Hechaluta • Vol Vll. Frankfort .All, 1865. 

15- Brief( Popoe b. Juda). Judiaohe Zeitschrift fur Geachichte• 

Brealau, 1868. Vl, p. 289t. (Ger) 

16- Heoh~lut.z, Vol Vlll, Frankfort .AJI 1869. 

l? Hechalutz . Vol ix. Pr&~ue, 18?3. 

18- Hechalutz, Vol X, Pr&.gue, 18?? 

19- '1K 'DV"_ a aerie• of weekly articles appearing &Dla,JDlously, 

111 '~l~ ".,lll , Brody, Vol XV, J\D'le 20, 16'19, first 

a r t icle end ended in Vol XVl, Oct. 15. 1880 

20- Heoha lutz. Vol Xl. Pregue 1880 

21- 1'1lt"!' ,,,:>~i1 1 ,,1 ~no1> ~,::>..,i1 ,,,,.,,.,l ,.,,::>.,:i,Jul>elachrift 

zum Ne\l.DZigaten bebu.rtstag ciea Dr. L. ~un&, .Berlin 

1884, Hewbr•• section, pp. 12?-141. 

Reprinted in Hechaluta , Vol .X.U. PP.• 8l•g4 

2.2- ·~l'1n n•Dl ,, ... ,,o.,rn ,,,.,oDn ,,D,.., D'll~""'n D'.,~11n ,~'D•~~ 
n9't')I J 'iarea•. la86, ~ 1'7· 

I I 



-
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23· Beohaluta, Vol lll, Vienna, 188'1 

24- Heohaluta, Vol Xiii, yienna, 1889. 
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