
fh$a.t1 au.bmi tt,e(1 ,.~ :Ps.~t1a1 f\lltlllmeil:~ ot ReqU11'flUit~nt;I 
for> tbt MtM!& te~. Ot Mh ill · 111blf$W Li \$:!'fa tur~ :D$f!~•i' 

· an4 ON1Mtio~ 

He'brr~w tJn1!)lt '1Q1l~gf* ... ~'~\d,;k Xn~t;ii»l.1.111~ ot R$l1s1oa 
l$W Yorck$ M" ?. 





'?hit au:tlwr aoknowledt;~e. h1s great Uul~btl!ll;dn.fH~u~ to b'bbi :Dl\'6~ 

-g~n• Ill' lorll>Wit111 :fr1,fet1'HJ$Xl' of 1l1ewimh lt:U.g!()U.1 tn0u@;ht!) 

H11'b:r•w Urli.otl flo.l.l~~e-Jewi~h ln0.tltui~ f}:f ft$l1siorl 9 fQ~ h14' 

t117mpathet1ij 1sin~our~•menti, fo:r ntQey b1$lpful i1.1rus~fH!l'l~a1, 

~d tor l?~ad:tng "b.it m~nua<'*ript. fhe. aut:hor ts gratatu1 

to kd.~ @on6rli$~t1on, !~mpl.$ Beth 1.lQh1m. irewat~:rir. NQw 

'lr.>:-k f<>:r ma:tt,.ng orilr minimal d4:fme.n.(lf;\ upo;n. hi~ i1mt d:ttf"lng , 

tbG ~ou'.I?~~ of th1a p:r.o j~et ~· l~ oon1t~:nt. Qr'e.'M, tudti s.rut 

(\itep app:r~o1at.1on t*eii IDT wif~~ JoyrJ'$ ElJ.~rn M1J ... J.s·tie1a, f:tf'c 

ht:v p~t11!1J):tiee '51,nd good hum~.UJ and f.¢.'J:r typ1:ne; thei me.nu1ot~1pt,. 
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Ohapt~:r :t 

:h! ~w 121.t.i!rlll,' 

Thia t.n\9@1$ ce~1t~:re a.bout. the tbo1.ight ot A.b~~hA.m Jl:'lij,htui 

· a~~th$l. :Or$ Her,;onel :p:reettr.rta um w;t th w.h.a t h$ calls 11a 

p);:~1.lO$ophy 01'\ ~Juda.:tam. !? mts wPi ting$ a~t> lae(~d. with nu

me:rtJU.:S rEWlereilcee t{) th~ lU.bl~l! Midl"a~b. 11• ~almtld and othe:f'l 

t!'tv:U.tione;l ~ou:r.~0•1$\!f) !t'hue,. 3.t wo·uld, $ppear~ &'t f:l:tY.a~ gla:no•~ 

that H{il$~hel i~ e;i v1rig ·us ~,.. t:ra.d1 tional e::.iq;Joei ti on ot J$w-

18h x~Efl.ig1ou~ ·~ho,1sh't ... ~sp~ciall7 whet~ contii·ast@« with 

.othe:i:1 m.tldei~n thinker~ " ~llt qiv~s t;1on. oan b!$ a&r.lt®d, nl~ it 
. . . -

P\'>!l!ei'bl.~ fo:.r.a·tPhi&ttlog1a:n~ ~Sll•oi.e.lJ .. y fJJ. myst1o" · te il:P~a.k 
.• 

d.1~ect.ly out ot' the t:r~acU.tion. or must h~ lilpeak to:r h1nui1$lf:,, 

eh~pin~ the e<'n.tl"t;lee to ttl11.1 pu~pOEHHH* I ha:ve ~Xe.mined the 

ta.e;ad.ie d<i~umeit'.~~-'ti 611 ofi'trl!!1t$d by Hli!lachel 1n . ol'.~de:r~ to dt&tie~mln• 

·to what. e:irt.ent. hi.Ii$. ~•J.igio·1u1 thQught doti!n~ !n f&l\llt &l't1et s~a:' 

ot the Jewiah. $OU~$~m • and to w:tu~:ti $iK°tl~nt~ b~ 1$ sp~11>1stk3.tll\! for 

himz~l.f. t~ 'b:t"'lGfl). I b.a:ve e;11:ami:n@d how oite ma.Jo:r. ($Onte1n ... 

p~rai.3:'7' Jew:t~h tib.1nke:r ua~s tbe .\1'$Wifl&h t:rE>td.li:ti.on to P:r9~stnt 

hit philot!Jophy ot Ju.dJ~,11m. 

1~11 :i.nveatigat1o~i halil b&~:tl limit.ed ta:> ~' .. Heeulhftl' $ 

($bi®f work, SJ·Q~ 11.· ~i\tll11fJt'l !t gn .... !, ~t,IJH~i~ S: il&S&1LU• 

Within thie worlt, on4ll' seotton". Section ::t:n.: 0 ~ 

( Obt;.pt.•1~s g5 .. 43 in~ltaalV$·) 1 wa.s e~lected tor a:n EUthau1i1ve 

and intens:tve ~ina.;Lrsis:i. Almfl»st ~ll th.$ riafer~no1e to t.bt 

f1.lmud a.nd Midi~aeh ( numbEt,1,.ing app~oximatel.y 150) we:r~ ea.rit ... 

fully ch<tck$d tori ac~u~aoy and u.~agia. .11bl1o&l :ref11tJ'lGll(U~:1 

a.nd t*eta:ri41nces to Mtd:t@val works we:rt omitted .fJ'lom thf.1 stud:* 



lio'b!lon III·~ n11;1~1fh wam chOtii•n . b$~tl'IUHI* \he idfJlaS eon

taln~ ir.;1, it a:r;~e <uta1t.i@a.1 to 1hll!ll und.1ti!'"ste..n41ne; et li~Y$Qhel'1 

thou~hti~ F~t~ ~ni:aml:il@~ tf agada is nei·ti ().f tundament~1 im

po:rn~no~ 'tio Juda1ewmit th.er~ tth~;,:it illl l1 \tl*$ 3·us t1t1oa.tioa 

to.r writ t:l1l3 th.is bQok- to:r a. ~ph11osopby ot 3t1d1t.i1!!u1" i~ in 

Jewiab termiai, 1'1 nothing tnQ'>l"$ ~htUt ae;ad.a~ Xn a.ddit:l.C)n~ th.ii 

l~(lt~1m11 \fq;,,e ~hor11tn b$~&\UUi11 tf t ts pitfieliti~ do.~um11nt1:tion 

ft~om tr~41 ti ona.l $(:ftU14)i/ill !$. 

:!!ht $p~o1f.'1; ~onot:rn$ in atudy!lng th1~ mQi!t~1$il.1 1:m ... 

"'l:u.d.~<1 s ~Iew W$1l dG~ia llflf$Ql:M~l ltta~w the agadt. it J1 ~ a 

.e;CJ'()t\ eui:l11EHiitor? ~ee he set to the h~a)':'lt of th~ pa.11U.~$€M~? 

~s; 11'.eacbf.ll have th~ a'bilit.J \!') f1n4 \htl prf!Sjnant.~ lt11i11ev~n't 

~r e1e;n1:f'1eant ~.·u,nunent 1n wb~t ;&.$ «$~}u1;1rwi1e 9, ma,Ju'l* of u~•· 

l~ t.~4 m" te:r1a1? r. ti tlier~ a pat t@l"'tl t~ thffl!l 4otUm$n't:.a ti on 1 

~e~ he :r>~.ia' qu4:U4t~.onfl\ tor wb.1oh W$ would lit~ ~'ttlil'w1sh 

p:rocf, 'wt fo.:r whil!f}h J'.$\dli»h p~et 1.s ~bs.fjntf the GlHt>u:re"Attl 

tha.t 1J1", .Heeol'i.el J1$f~Z'1e to &?."~ ht~ ~·tvo:ne;eli>t tupportiir to 
I 

wnat ~)l:T~Gixit u~.n Wf!W 0a.r tn.a.t th••~ $Ou.t .. ~11te do o~ d~ ;not 

1u.:ppo:rit :td.m, aitM:l tntu)) to wktJi\l,t eJtt~nt dtHJJ!$ be ~pqHik to~ tih• 

J\!'rw1&li tl';,.tt11'~1on and f()r hintfil,$J.ff 

.i i\$.iu·ui:ry or ltt~oh~l ~ • id~a~ '1.a e. ts:be4 ia. th~ s~<111~'ti$t!l., 

taeet1mra will be ~ti111~e1nt~4 t:i:t"i\\.11 A cletfl.ilf!d ~na.1yis11. 4)f \hi 

docum~nta:t1on!J w1 th .lta •t~$ngth~ '-M wt1u:t.kneEH~t••• '1111.1 fol• 

l$W* An4, 1n th.1&1 to.nolud.1tlg oha.pt,$~ 11 . the results of .tl:u1 

t:1:n~l1s1~ will be d.ia<>ueu~ed an4. evfl.l.uattdl<l 
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IW\1~ .~~bl Jl!ij!IV!~ltd 
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:Bef@:re. $Ugag1ns 1n an C®naly~ie ot the do1Jum11.mtatio1il'I 

1 tJ iis :t'lJIJ€'.H1H;lfiUl.\f'1 '() P:ift$1$nt $\ l'UQ$,f'f Gt H~soh~1 'I tl:lo'\lBht.$1. 

!his 1srummar1 w1l1 prov1d~ the fJrt;i,fa\iiJWorlir: 11 thEi ~ont.exti within 

whi.th th~ ~n1.l71ilil \'.\~xi b\'i! unde:rstcod., 

Hes~h•l p~~Stlnt1 h!t.1 tib.0ugh'\ i~; .ti. syst~ma.~1~ fo:r'm,.. 

IJ:4h~ ohe.pt$:rs a~• mleiirlf J.ab~led w1 th t11le m~in 'tlhought ot 

tb~ ~ha.p1'tt:r, IG!.eh ~h~pt€l\IJ' oonta.1n1 nUl'MlifOtu~ d~~H$ript1Vit 

$.U.b•b.$ad.:h1ga wh1eb. olfi~t"lJ' idtm:teit;y th.fl flow o.t tho a~gu

m~:ni. :tn ttff$O't,. *l'fiam. betcn:~ll ri~IH1td.1ng th@ book OX" $llf 

t)hapt~:ir> b1 itie on• 1~ p~(IJl$D.'t:.ed w1 th. lln outl1.n$ of thti! 

th«>usnt.. Th.it~~ 1il w~uJ.d 111,ppfHtlr tha.t th$ t$.ik l')f eumma.:riztng 

a portion <:;t th.1~ tttou1bt -would be a:. m~.:ri• pe~tunetcn:1y, 

metbei.:td.~al on$. fht1 1$ not ~l.wa.y1 th~ oas~® :firiat., th&:rt 

is •ttu1J1.lft.Ei:~a.bl1 JillfH'>•t!. \ion a.nd re,ap1 t.ulationll! It ifli not. 

alwq$ 'e.m;r 'to d1$t1:na;u:Uah b$tw~en ~ ~eats:b$tn$nt ot th11 

tamot ~,<!$& and th~ 1~tro4'1u'il~1on ot a new th.ought 11 fht ll!l.m• 
' idea may be p:re~$nte4 j!),I $ dosm{ll,t<itl 1L1tatem$n'\, as a quEaation# 

t:h:rough fl"ights of what. 6/m.ounts to l.;r:rlc p1:tu?;'ti'Ylll $1.nd 

th:rougb the do~UUl$ntat1on~ Sometitn.G$~ a $iV0n idea mar 

:ru~~<t th:h~ b.1&1a:v;r 'bar:ras~ of' wo:rde 1n order" t\{'J make aor.tta.ot 

wtth the reade:r~ Blli? 3uat B.Jill oftent the verl!)1iJi,gEI tend.iii! t<> 

(!)b~tH:ru:t"f:ll! or dead.tam. ih;$ 1mpa¢t of w<hat Heiw~h~l h.as to s~;.r 111 



!, 
~ ( 

f11>ru\unattely ~ a.mo:nc~ th1$ uui1>$i of' words• ther1e ia '1eumll31 a . 1 
etint•n@$ or,i; phJ•mi.iiUl.t wb1an Qtlts to th.$ b4iilart 0£1 the ma:l~terw 

And the do~:nunentaticm,i th~ mid:t~lll~h oti a€5m.di. quoted Qt~ ~~...., 

fit:r~ed to.~ fliavea a.\ leEMi' ll~lfV'~'.r$\l 1~1~ae f:rom. int\H:>l'l1pre· .... 
2 

h@ll$i b1li ty ~ a~cond.• in orde~ to $Xp1:~es$ bim;el;t'1 !i~aoh•'1. 
'. 

11 .t'or~~d to give ·flt pf!to1ial m.(11~n1ng~ to wol~'<l~ a:nd l:l~ som~11t\i.'1G . . . . . 

if 
~r•1.t$S new word.$,. 'J11b..la w<,uld 1ndi~a:tli~ ·~b:e higblJ Jt';':!~Jt.$o~s1 

:nat:u.r~ et 1nu4$h. ot what ha f111e.;rr1h !1'.~uell the tai!!k of stur.t• 

me.:r:l~1ng if?.! nt1t11 wh~t tt. app$&!\1'G 1'.o b~h Al·~hougb tbe e2.unia 

:record. 1fi!: play1n@h •ve"f li$~1ne;r b.~ars e;l, d1fft:t'1ent milo4;y r, 

Whet tollowa in the ~,~main.dtu:lj of' t.hiJSt obtlt,p\~:r i~ wba:~ tl'l1~ 

l~.1t.$n$;r bas 11eal"d. 

HlltSih4.tl o:t~•:ne up s~0:tion ;, ot .iii. J;a. ~. it. IS with 

~ Ghapt~:r callii1Cl ~A S~iitn~• &t '~Id~. n W'aat do~~ hlt ln$&!l 

wti11n h~ sa..1~ ·M:ia\ Jttda.1$m 1t ~ t•a<;l1~en.o·~ f!)..f d~~nilil!f~' 

. Juti&iam .lt n()'fit & 1u~1~uet:f1 of na.tut~(I b'J.t & ~HlJiea'l.et. 
of' wa~t1 .m~n ettght to do wit?n n~tii:t:t$., :tt 1• ·~o>l"'" 
oerned above all with th• l»~()blem ot living~ I\ 
·t,alt~s d$tad.1 taO'~& e·E1r+ioii1lr th&in 1h1:ag$ i. J11twi$b. 
law 1~t .in a f.Hrtni::u~, a.. . . , Ii$ llQ.in 
(H'>tMl'?&!!i!'. :!.s not ~nly tiow wo:r$ .,p m at e~Jlt6'ii11 
tJ .. ma$ bttt bow t~ live wt \ll Him a·t. &ll. t1:m@• ·it Elftrf 
d.$t9d 1~ a prio bl!Jm a 'the:r~ !s a ltn1 que» t.f.l.slt .a. t. f>v•~r 
ntomeni. All st 11fG '1t all moment~ :!..$ th.~~ p~a'bl~ta 
a:nd 't'tM ta~k e ···. 

How do w~ b~eom~ ~fU!loe1at$d. wi:th \hi~ ~~:ten(*• of el,~•da » how 

do we l:1:v~ with God at all t.1in~s? 

We do not ~~Plt<r~ fi.~1t and dt(lidtVJ a:ttEi~we.rdll.l 
whetha:r t.o ao.eept th• J$w1mh way of 11 vj,n;.~ Wt 
mutVit a~eytp\. in o:rid1!t \0 b$ abl~ to explO:!!'ll. 'At. 
t:he beginn1n;~1 a lAI i&l1llmiii1W" ~ !lil;;£1m~ 
NS.'?1~ll,2MQI•' 



A Jew 1~ asked to talu~ a ~. ~ rE.1..tb.$XIL tha,n. 
a ? .£it. 1~1· He 1bl aiti ed. ·to suf"patiul hi:!J 
:n~1& ai to do mo·rei than he unde:rat.a.nd1 in ·o~tr 'to 
und~~~st~nd mo:rif!) 'f:ihtin h$ do~e It In 5ar:i.Mj1inf5 out 
the wor4 ot th~ '?orli4h be 1ei umbe:red in.to ~h• );>Jr$·• 
$'1!tnc~ ot sp1:ri tut~.l mee.11.i:ng. ~11.:rough the $Q~'firf,\.t&f 
of' deed.is he .l$a?'n~ to be C$r'ta.in oi~ th~ l:uut~t1e1$ Ar:.· 

fit God·!!' Rl!h.\ living 1$ ~ way to right t:td.nk:tngt\~ 

~ 11 V1i'l~ a.1$1 Jei1ft we m1itf a.tta5~n our. ta~. tll a~ Je'!ftfJ,,. 
We 4~ not hflJ.v0 t&itn be~au1~ ot d$litld.GJ w• m~ 
att~,'.tn ;faith th'.rQU.gll SQGr&d d.€11iids~'l 

l'.ti is 111 '.bhat man b1E1h1omt:l~ ~'wa:r•6 of! wn~t hi.!$ 
li:tt ;ri!',i!l~l .1 w et h1a pow$r to ha:tm and to liurti» 
t~ w:re~k a.:n.d to :t"'11nf <~f h~~ ability to d~r.1'!1"!I 
.1()1 and to b$S\~w 1 t. UJ)()n etl'H~~e i t() ~el1ev• amt 
·to incr.G~gs• n1fll own amt Qt.h•x~ people' 0 'b•naj.o:tUJ", 
It i!IJ 1n th~ •mploymen\ cf his wtJ.l~ nl)t; :t.n ,rf!.- · 
1"'la@tion41 'l:iluit h$ mlieta h.1$ own. ltl~l.t as !l ~ 1·s3 
not a$ h• s1?.ou.ld l11te l t \~ be~ Xtt ki1 s tteeda 
:man •ltPOtH~i hitil i.mnu1n$n't. ~is well at.l hi.$ iaupp;r~HU~$d. 
deSillE'JS; S};htl11ni i$Vl!Jl thcat W'hioh hit CQmtO'~ . 
app~•hitiin4.. What h~ m1,1 ntrt. dare to thil1k,. hil:ll 
of\$n uttere !n 4$e:d.e. '1th.$ h$arti it. :r~veliJi:l.el 
1x1 tht d$@da J1I itne deed 1~ th.fJl teat. th& ~(ria:.lj 
and the :r·1ek111 Wi.'Ma.\ wt: p&:f't0~m may 1eam $'13.gb,\~ 
but the afie~mafkh 11 i:mmtlJ!tta~ ~ ~ i11d11A1dull.l 1ff 
m1$d.$e4 t"Jsn b~ the b$g1nn1ing r:Jt ~ n~ti<:nri.tal cr.11.~:ut1tt:~·11·' 

Ontology 1nqu.1~es * f Wh,~:t db~li lt 
m~1H~n t.o 'b$? fils rel :t;10u~i•:ri2 W:h~t 
11 1 Wh#ilt do~s it m1i;'uln to do'f What 1$ \\k4.tt 
rii1 on b•twe~n1 the ioe~ and the de~d? bfti'~~e~ 
di~d.ng and being? :t1 the.r0 a purposft tG tulf'~!,~ 
9, ta1k to e;.~r;v tl>utt9 

Htt1s~hel. ~ffe:eii$ us: what n~ ealllll# ttA M•ili&-!th1ue.l Approa..dh .• 1 

The •'th.ital 'cau~rudU.,on :r~f0:ra 'to pat•tieular A••d•i 
t;he m'1t~-eth1oal quest1on ~ef'er~ te al.l. 4.(1):$4$.-
It deal~ with 4~1ns. $,B. ~uohJ not axil~• wb~~ o~ 
we to de, 'but what 1.s. ou:r :rigbt t~ act. at. ,All 



God and; man ara pa.r'tne:r111 !b1 They ha'1'Ell ~ (H')!l!Dl(!t;n task Mti. 

~. mutui!i!.l l'll.DSl=J(.)llEtU.>ili:t.y Ill 

\'Jl::MJJ;t, 1!~ at attr:i-ltt® 1~~ t1h~ ooe~ni11g; of Go<1,' a <l~ea.tie>>Jl,111 
:not onl.y the »W~$.n1:tig of' maii 1 &ll $:~3.rrt,artoa~ · ft~J.1gi~l'l 
is n.ot a Qoru:H1u:11n fol" :tilt:t:n tl!.l.cu11S1 but, ~i plea o't G~rl 
and a ~l~d.Jll of man-. God' e ex1,aota:ti.•":r1 rax1d man~ :a 
a~p1.:riat1on" It 1~~ not an (tffol:11t ~tc,,l@l.y f-02;~ t..h@ 
eiak$ of. 11u~njl litl:igi!):n ~pall.l!l a task w:l.thin th• 
wo:r.ld ~;,f mi!1,Ut . bu:~ :'t ts $nttjJ!'{ gr> :re:i,~ he1c.m.!l. fhis 
.l$ why the Bible proclaimed a. le:w X'l.~t i;mly tol" 
m~n bitt to~ 1'>.t>th (lQd auct man-l.J. .: 

.A n1i t~~~lfah 1.m e.n. ~tot v1h:toh God. e.nd ma.:n hitve:i 1n t'<'mmon-, 1!'1e 

lllp:tx~:t t o:r mHi!1·v·aJ1 i.s JigS!~pese ~ Whci:a we f"t:t:u~1.11 wi 

m~:t~avah. 61 we are rtot follow~.ng a ;tJHf ot' !~cid~ bl.it tJ. lZI!. of toil@ 

i•m-ot :par.tM.oula,:i:~ ao1:.s b'\:tt all aut~s i; lif'e itself~ oan be 
l~! 

w;iatab~,:1.shed evl a link biaitwlfi1H1ui m~.n and GfJ.dil! •t 

The Bl bl~ ap<t~nks of nu~n ~ta hav:lng bee:n or.ea t~tl. in 
the lik~zu:;,$s ot God, estab:l1shing tht!1 rxt•b101;pl,$ 
ot an In hi.a ve:i;·y be:h1@S; 
man ha$ Af!tOntEi·. . n 11)!0l'W!on wi tb Ged. 't' J~31'ond th~ 
&tnfllo~· of be1n.g 11 the BibJ,$ teaeh~ll th® pr.im.o1pl&! 
o.f U JrJl filfii~. M&n ma,;y at;it :ln tbe like-
ness o .. .11 It .. $ tM.lt:I likentEi!lS of iiots-· v~to 
'lrn'.;l.lk in !U$ wa.yallf..., tbi:tt 1~ ·~ti~ lj.:nk by whiah 1uJtn 
may com~ el..o~~ to Gtt>d111 ~('> liVf!l j.:n auol1 :tlken$&1 
j.a ·t11e esff§ane~ of lim1. te:t,10.n ot the Di vir1e •. 'We 
lj:v~ by the eo11v~.ot101~ that a.ielt&l ot g©odlte"Sa ~~· 
fll'.i~ot ·th~ hidt'.i~ll H.ght o:r Ui~:t hol.:L:n.E~~Jl~ ~l!I 

1:1esohel 01:n1~lud.es hi~ cU.eousl'\:to:n ot 3ud&;i1Etm. a1 e. e<Ji$ll~t 

rlurae,r1. action :Ls no·t, ·~h~ begirm1ng~ At tbe 'b($ ... 
t~1.n11,~11.g 1$ Qnd' s eti::.~~:nal ~xpeota.tion"i 1'h(;'t:re lEi 
ar). sterru:1,l . Q;r;y in t1he worlth 

41
, li be 

ma,n to anaw$1", to rE11ti,u:rn 111 io .tu. ill. 
:ta a~lted of ms.11.li of e.l.l mE:n~ at all t:lm(~f.h In 
¢f'~ery a(:) t ws el the:r aneirnxi or d.ety t w$ ~i tlie~ 
:return Ol? move e.way • w~ Edttw:t" f'ulf'ill o:i~ m1ea 
thtfl goal"' L1te conei$ta "t ~ndlese opporiul'.litle1 
to aancti:fy the p:rotane ~, oppo:rtuni ties: t~ rede~ll. 
th$ p~we~ et Ged t:;&om th.,$ ~».a.in of pot~ntiali'fiil®I.,, 
oppo;rt,un,,,ties to se:rv\t ~p!.~1.tual $Udn*14 



'IF 
4 

I:i:1 Ob.tt:ptel'" 291,1c ·the tb.iiHI'!$ is @onti:nued, toind ~mpJ .. 1fie4 in 

ei, su;,;rxnon (lla.lle,i~ '*MorG t.,.han !nwa.:rdnesa ~ u H$aobal attaek~ 

't.be Chr.:t~rM.an ir:!l.llilw tbt:i:t Sc1.l'Vrtit:'.!.on o~n "be t~,t,t~,:tnf9d. b:r fa1 th, 

@.ltlne •. (l·od ru:;\l,y· a.slt fo:r t.he h~!H:u1t 11 . 'but d.CH'H~ !1~ ~Uillt fol' th.If 

heax~t oi1ly~? Ia ·t~he r1ght bitent1o:n enougb.? !iesohel an.ewelft'IJll 

t1Q l' J'ulla1em $t~1'"e~H1es the :r~le"t·anoe o:r htunan O.e®d.!'.;"' . Th• 

.a'ba~no® ct' ·~h.e :ria;b.\ inten·t:to11 do~e not n.$t:H!Ss&.~~ily v·il1t7 
.15 . 

the fi;oodn*ss of a deed o.f O·harit1~1 ~ The~~ 1$ no d5 •. chot~mJ.r 

btlt-w'lfien :J;"'a~:th a.nd wo:rk$~ 

l'he <:liehott)tnf ot ta.1 tb and wc>rk~ wh:tQh l)ff:!H;mt.; 
auC>h all 1ni:portl'1.11t ~r~o'bl,Hn ,_n Ohr:tsM . .an. ti.hfl!ol.osr 
wa.f.'~ n(';lve:r a px1oblem in Jud.fli$m. To u0 the be,$l~ 
p1•oblem ~.~ :nei th-&~ what ls ·th~ r~!e;ht aet:ion. :n();r · 
wl:u1t 1~ tne r.ie;ht 3.nteu.'!tion. The be.sic p;rcblem 
j.~~ wh,at 1$ :i~:tgb:t 1,,V1n~f fo...,ry,(l, life la !!.:ndJV1talblii• 
11'be inner eptJ,e:re is :r-tt~·v·ex~ iiiclf~i:'ried :tl"'om outwar4 
(;il.llt1v1 ts.(~~i. :Oer,;H,~ and th.cn:te;'t:rt a~e: 'b!.m.nd. i.:r.1tc on~. 
All &. person thinks and .ff/els ent$~a evel"Jth1~ 
he d.oes J arid all he d.oes 1 ie :t:r:i.vc>l.ved in eivel"'y• 
thing ne tn1nlul llnd fee ls * 16 

llecoh.el oox11:~lu(1.lll!ii ·~hi$ aermo:n wi t,h a pl.ea. for mer1e' 

liv~a ·t.o 'be eomm.1 tted to God .• , Spi1"'i tuali 1~y ~.e ncrt the weiy • 

'l'h~ W(.)rld nee}d$ more than good 1ntent:Lona.. ita"Od. a.®ka .f-O~".' 

t~· b~61.rt b~o1.ue~ He nt•d.at tbe l.1Ye$" ... ~· ~·· SpiJ.~i·t,u~l1 t.1 i~ 1#h& 

lu1 e.nd not th$ ie;y; of men. ln th.ie: world mua1o 111 pla1f!• 

on phf$10~l 1n1trt:rurn~n·ia 11 and tio tba //tfhw the m1 tsvo~ ar>(t th-t 
].'1 

1nst:ruS•n'l\\I on wbioh the holy 5.s oa:rr1eC. ol.ti~*~~ 

In a l0otur~t1 H~a~hel introduces ·the vital question, 

nmu.t h()W do W$ know what tb.e ~ight dii~ds a.1 .. ~? Ie; th& 

knowled15'1 ot right aitd w:rorJ.g tie> be derived by r-~aeon and. 

aoneo1en~.~ alc:n1e?~' No,. ae~.so!i and ~o:nsoienoe a:r-$ inade

quate by th1ama~lV$S 'bec@.tUH~ \h~y oan b~ un:rGilia'bl~.. O.on ... 

1Hd.$V-Ctl!I at'lts am a b:r~lte 1 not a.~ a guid$.111 Re~.son cannot cop~ 

.I:.-. 



It; :1.s t.h.e guidm.ncl(f~ .of tra\.U t..:tori oxi. wh:lc.h WG mtu;i\ 
l."'lllill.J" lll and whoa~ no:mn1 w~ nm.st l~~;i.:r.:n ·t.o intel'Plt"'>'t 
a.nc.,, appl.y o, 11. tr.he got'.H.\ ,,a not, an ~.bst.r,~.ct idea 
1,u.t e. (;lommandminnt1 and the uJ:t1ma te rne~m:l.ng ot 
H~m tu.:tt1llme:nt, ia :Ln ~t~!lj l~j_1lg ~\U ~~ tei G'a¢;i. 

W!tl b~li~w~ the,t th~ Jew is eommlt,te(l to ~ ",j.vj.ne 
l~.w ~ ·~.ti~ t tk~e ultim.a te a t&Uld~1"t1s are beyon.d m.ri~ 
r®.,thet' t.he,n wi t.hln m~u~... . We l>lillJ.:tevf; ·t;h&.:t> .t1b0r$ 
i~ e. law~ the eea~r:u,,\t <>f' which 1«:i de:J?1,ved fr(U!l 
Pl"O:Phia·M.t (!:)V'fr.nts 11 arid th.$ inta'.t't)i,et~ation et wh113b. 
111 :tn the hands of the e&e;es * We $1,l"e ta:ught the.t 
ll·od. g;,,.ve nm.n not only l.1fa but al£o a l~w.. flli! 
euprem~ 1mpa~~11:bl V$ 1.frl n~t me:r~ly to believ$ 1n 
Gt'\ld 'but to do the w:tl1. cf G~d11; 

o.1udaitlfn 1S lfU!,~.\9,l'),;tngJ.~sa ae an optiotml .~.tt1tud~ 
t(' be:· ltmBUYfl®d at trur~ aonve:n:te11ce <\!. To the Jew:'l.$h 
mi:nd lit~ ~:Sl a oetmpl~x Qf obl:le;a tions. an.d thfl 
ft\ndament~.l O$.tE~gc111f ot, ~ud.a1.~m 1$ a· 
rather than a .~ c ·t. rat .e · a 
f(l'.le::U.ne;111 ' stan ~]·x., th~a ~ ~:U.11111 
:~v~~~n(!e" . 1e authen:"·l ty . ct i~e ltttw· is Qft . 
t~ .... J'.t. e~:aion of ou:r love fo:ri God.fl 

liflwitah lt..w 9,,s nr.rt mer-tly a ae:t"lee of j,n<U vi dual e11a.tl'CYlHlJnj,a ,,.· 

It eimbodi.e!!l e. wt~(>lf~ _epS.r1 ·eue.l order ot J$vd.sh l:l ving ~ It 1$ 

fl, di~t,ortion to r$d.tUJ~ J'ude.!t~m to a. eult or sy~tem ot 

OEl:t?'~moni~a.1t fhe '.ro:t:•ab is bot.h the det"1l and the wholq 11 Xli'l 

iidd1t1t.')Ji'l~ Jewieh tra.d.1 t:!.orl dof'~ u~t ma1:nt1ain t,hv.t ffV'&:t•y 1ota 

ot the J.aw waJPJ l"'$V~aled to Moai<~s at l!U.nai. ( ~h13 ia later 

eont:radiote<l by other' EH,Utt<t&S111) And.~ uno not oonsirlefl! th~ ~ 
I 

hedge more 1mportan:t than the v1ne:ye.rd" t~ 



i•only 1.lt"'led~ a1'lt1l ~k'ithing El!i\~~,t~ 

Ifo :relig101.l5 aot :'t.e properly f'uJ.f':tll$d. ualet~s ~.t 
ia doruJ wi. th a wlll.in5 'l~ea.rt a.:nd a ora:vine; soid," 

Jewiab ob~~er>v~no~t1 1t must be a·t:rearned. tal1:ea pl.a~~ 
on. tw<J lf;)V<!>l®, :tt (l)CH'Hlt 1$ ts of' mets perf.~~:m~d b1 
'tb.1$' bod.y 1ri a. ele11;;1,xul.;yi def5 .. n*H'.1 a1id. t.ang1bl,.tl ma,r.~ner., 
e,nd. ct ia.t1ttll ot the sot.tl oarrie<l m:rt i.n ~:i. man:r1e~ 
tbe.t 9.i :ri1.$:ltheri d~t1.nt1tb1e :no:i:• o~tens1blei of the 
:t"1ght in:t~m.tion ~nd ()t' put;tLng th~) :r,,ght i:nten• 
M,on into aotiofl.. !bt.b body and. sot:tl mtH~t. pa:r
··~:toi;pe"te in oe,i~ry~.ne; ottt e. l~itue.1.it a !GI.Wt ~~ 
1.mpe:rat1V$~· f.?. m1tsvah. 1!boughttt.it. :re&li.ne;1 ~m
i1H:im1oed iti, th~ 1.nwardn~u·:l~ o:r man. 11 d.t:H~<1hl pet~to~art$Cl 
in ·t#he ~l:b~l9llQ& t>f ·t,n~ aoull) ar~ b1complete. 

A g~od d.E~ed. ir.11t.1ns1s'f:,s nt'lt. 0>r1ly· in ltt:~.:U but how 
we d.o :tt~ 

God a.1::'1kllil for the heart, n<>..1t only :f'or t\e1:~de f : for 
in~igh.t* not or1ly tor obed.1enoe; for un<ler•st£md1~ 
f.Ut(l k.nowl1&dge of G£.)d 2 n1:»t only for aeoe?pte.:n.uet,.l' 

H1t'rn()b.el eontiru:i.elSI trhf!1 tnougl1t by a&1ld.ng~ vtz:f' a d,t::ed 

1,ia e;t)eH'i. 1.n 1 t~elf$ '\IFhy should it, be t3onaid1&t•ed impe:rf.~~t 1t 

<'.lcm.@ w1/Ghout 'f:,h.e p®l,rt.ic:tpat.lon ot the soul? W'hy ~-~ k~V6'tl<:tab 

l\'leO~tsflie,:ry?" Hi~ anewep ia di~a:rmin.gly a":lmple. rt.A good. 

de~a. w:'t th.~u't, a.~~voti011,I! :for ID,ll l tei ~ffeets on. the 11 V~f4 ct 

oth~r.a 11 wtll lea:~te th" llfe ~t th~ d;OE:~r unaf:f.'~ote('·-~ ~b.1; 

t,~.tl!ll e;oa.J. f'or ma.n ia ii?. )Ji. what he ~lk ·~ A m~:tll!lvaJ1 1$ aitl 

act theit en'l'l:>r'8,(3e~ both t,h~ doef' and the d~H:Hl111 t
1:ro pe:t'fC)!f."ttl 

de1FJds of' hol .. hltllHHl h"I to eibeo~'b th~ holtnees ('.d' <'ieed.~11" 'this 

:ts wh1Y j.n. e.dd:ltion to h&le"eha11 l!l! ~~9.l g,J,'. .ifiM~t~·!h: tl'u1~r$ 
:20 

i e $1.l)&d.a ~ .~l?J~l ~:r;t ~ ~.e,w.& rt ' 
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It 1.m 
l,ni 
Qj~ Qo 

?\fo ox:i.lil .:til lc:mely wbt:Jn dotne:~ a m1tsxah:it :Na ... t:~. 
nii t£>ve,h ,.s whe:re Ci·Qcl .tlin«l :ina:n nl~Hirk.,..::l . 

Oh.f:'.q:>t~~r 31 is ~ 2hc;u."'t ~ssa;y· on "lf.m.va~ux'h«o t' In Juclaiem, 

a mi'f!f.'.~·1rE1b is ·to 1)t-J :Per~toi·m~li w:l:th k~vana}it.f: Whw't ~.s meant by 

) ,, 

K~:v~me.h is more tne;n pe.)1 ati~orrt:lon t.o t~a 
t.~41'.·~ of t.he l1:tu:t"SY o:i? to · b.e pex·:t't,)rma~uie ot• th~ 
mit~vab,,,. lt~fi,vanah 3.s attentiv~nos~} tii {lod,. 

Obe.pta:r· 3:2 :is .i:a, uc>ntix1v..a.t:toii a.1111 amplj.fit:!e.tion of. tb.• 

~uscus~1o;ii 'beg,u:t:i. in Cb.t~pte:r :;o- ~'Oi:lJ.y l)lilil'ed.~ ~1u1t'i. Noth!:r1g m~1u111?~' 

lia~'ll~ Hiwis~hel zu1Hwe:J:!'a ·th~ quetl't.1or1 by tltE~,t.:Ln.g ·thra:~ ni.r(~rab !B 

l'h.e 'l1oralt comprlses botll ~lac ha ~tnd. B.~;a.da. L1kt) 
lJo(:cy a.ltd blottl*' · th~y are mu.tuall:¥.,.. dep~nd.Eltntj) and 
~aQh is a d1me·n.s1on ot 1t.s .owne~·' . 

H~ la.uneh$t'ii a. ia'H~·t,kll1:i.e:s a.ttaok upe:n what 11~~ cal.ls 0 r$lia;1ou.1 

b~l1av:11,;tr:i.am.;i it Wliat i~ 11ral.;lg:toum 'b4llllltt'riol1~.sm?" 

:t-t FJ1gu3.f1G~ at.i ~td:.1 tude ·tovu~.rd ·the l&w as, well 
as a ph1lo&H>Ph.1 ~f v'.fuda1am as a wbola. ,fMl ein 
at·ti tu.de ·t.owr~rd. th~ l.61.w p: it ert:r•(,Jt£1 see. ·t.he external 
cc)m:plittuloli wi·t;n the law and dis:r1e0fl.l .. (la th$, im- · 
;i;1or·t~.ne.e ot 1M~~ d$VOiion.. It mai.:n.ta.in.$ '~ha\~. 



11 

f:l.aom"ld.ing t<; ~rudt{i sm 11 the1:~a i a 01'.1.ly ('f.U~ way 
i:r..t whieb th~; will o:t~ ·a.od need be :ful:t'ill.ed.• 
ri.a:m~iJ.y • outwa.r,i aot1o;ng that inn~n:• d.Ervoti.():n i~ 
l'l()t :l,:m:U.gam,;i1u1 to Jti<laiam~ ·tha·t {J\1.dal~rn1 ;ls 
aonc$rn~i~t w1 tl). cl~Hiilds ~ not w:'J;tl'i !tdeas ~ thB.t all .. 
:t t a.altB fol'l> 1~~ cibf.~caexwe ··tio th~ 1~..tw(I) I·t, is a 
"'Tud.a.:i~un ·that eolU%:i.at,e r>f 1~;1te Ii deedlS ~· thing~ f 
It !las ·two d:l.tn>$1J:if1lir.)l':Ul6 d,ey,rth,. ·tbe pe1"'eonal 
(Ume:nsio:nj) 1.a rdsaingfj· Af;!focn.~tt1.11gly f ~eligiou.1' 
b\\!lha\rioviats speak of cU.se:lpl:tne, t:J~[-t(l:i:U.on,, 
¢:>bs@:t~va.nea. bu•t 1ieve:x1' of. :t"'1;>:tigious ic~xpet"1eueie 0, 
o:e :i:~Elll,.gioum i<t$aa,,,, l:'ou 4<.~ not ha.·tr'1!1 to 'believ~,. 
'btrt you m·u8t, obee1<.1'V"e th~? law; tM1 :'i.:f.' all that. · 
.rn..~ir~ereit1 is how 11uwtt beh&N®d 1:n phy$1"'1til te~mei, 
a,B ;i.f God. were not oe:n.oef'ln~d with the 1rllfl$r> 
lif~GJ a.s it ta.1 tb w@:i.'ile tJ.()t :tnctlf51i'ffe;rmu.i. to Jude.ienl 01 
but orthQp~a:d.lt{ w@~~ "'· Stteh e. oo:neop·t..to:n :irie""'. 
duoes Juda.i~m to a uort or $aored phys:ti:.ui~. with 
:o.o sen.sil1/il tc::;r 'th~ j.mPt'}nde:rable. tb~~ :tnt:r~fll~:P~et:lv~) 
th~ nl$'b~pbyf..10®tl*24 . . 

~~ 1co:r•na th~ 0>ont~~mp$xije,ry 1riew ·that. ther,1logy 1~ 19.U.\lil to 

J\l.da.1!1.m~ tb.a:t the law4 'ti1>n ox who go:r~~a a oow<t '~ i&i Je;w!fz\\h 

thei¢)J.~gr. :ti1 iu.1 el.oq'IJ.E}?:rt ~*,nuna:t'7 et :b.:11~ po£lii;:to:r~~ Ii*lH2lch~l. 

~uda1 am 1$ nG·t f:u:i.oth<~r \.·¥f.>:t~d i'ox• l.e1~ali ~m*, '.?he 
:t"ules of' o\"'IStlrve.x;1.0• ei.x-e law~. :tn form ~.nd lov~ 
3::n subai;,ftno~$ ~h.$ IJ:etl"'Rh o.onta:tns both. le,w and 
l~ve<ll l:~aw ts what holde ·th.re wo:r:~ld t.0igtlllthe:r~ · 
love is whe:t hrj.nga the wo:rld t'ol""Wt:t:r1dl!). Thia law 
1 .. ~ '~h& 1#.ee.ns,. n~t th$ ~ ..• 1n.''•. th@ wa.t'. :not the., .. ~~oa.1111. 
;/'<, . ,,. th . i· 4 thffe". k 1' h "I f~ l'!'l1A. vl'J.f) (');, .• ~ goii ti .\,$ .~$ sua., 1.\ ..,e 1.0,~:y <I>. ,l!ici.;.6' 

Tox•td:l is gui.danoe t,c, an f!ln4 i~h~ough a l.a.w*, tt is 
bo ·tih &1. v.1 a;i :to.a iP.nd a l~,, w, , Man cree:t:.ed. in the 
3J.kene'll'Hl! 01~ G·ll>d it.1 eall~d izpon to 1~e-!1l'&a t~ th® 
worl.d 111 th.$ :u.keneas ~t' t.lle irlfJ:l.cm of (~Od$. 
fle,lticha. ie n-ei th.er the ul·t.imat(\i' nor th$1 al1-
i;Mnbr•e.<.~lng te;rm fol'.il 3t;w1ah :tea.:i:·n~.nf~ and H.ving"~J 

To su1n:.io-rt hie 'i:ihelll!:ts th.e,t forah ,.a more t;he.n. halael'tl!L,. 

111~HHthel br1.~1g~ ~hi eonside~til.ble document~itit:in t'rom t:i:•ad~:b:1,o~al 

!1Plourmzl2 s In fact 111 th.:ts tf.i·~nf> meet hes:vily doeumen'bf!ld $$11.rtiion 

in 't:ba 0ntix»e book. l~:rough. the doe·umente:t1i,>r.1., Iie.!!(lhel ~tii>'11kf 

tQ &1$St$'tl!"t th(;).'t ·t,h0 t:r.adi t1on ;r.•.,1gardES1d ®.gad.a at lea.at ~Ell f.t<:f(.ta.1 

tn importaru:ae to 11.alaciha. 



At thti beginning of th• si.eCf tit'»n. Hesobitl pctd. tt thG! 1dta. 

·that Judaie..m 11 " Goien.1$ ot d~$4a i•equirlng 6\ l.~ap o:t llCt1on1 

tns.i ~p1r1tual1ty a.ta not tbl?il way. On-t trav~l' on. ·t,h~ pa.th• 

WQjl' to GQd tlt:rtlue;h :P•!ffoflmin.g mltsvot. '?h& !fer-ah 11 ~n 

.oJJd•r ct living~ ~hu~, aot1~».ii d•~dl~ app•air t,o be th• 

eS€J$n~e of JUd&ll.1aun., 'fh.•n b.e ecuflt~:r1 t'h1~ p:rop~~di.1on wi'1't 

anoth.11:r p:rop~m1t1on• 4•1$dt. 41tlone a.:r& not t1ui.ou1hei M,.ta;ivott 

m:uet be pepto~nl$d with ka.vaflG.l'.h fhe Torah 1~ mort thatt. laws 

th•~e iii* ae;$.da, a1 well "' bAl-.~ha·a ta1th &~ wel.l aa W¢1:r>k$ .. ., 

Th:ie count•~ propo11 tlon 1 .. ~. ~appei b;r th' ata.'temttn1u 

J:\ le t~u.t1 11 a.~ SQ.it abnve i> tha ti th® •1~niutn~• la a 
4•m1in4 :rt:ttu~~ than & ~;re$4~ th.at, bf te.:ttb al•ne w• tf!e not ~om~ olt!P~ to Him.. ~\ th~ f1:rat «•
ma.:nt ot Jud.~$.1111l 1m tq, hs:n~ t~i th 1n G¢}do in 
ftran. and in the people xs:r1au;1Jl\ll :tt 1~ 11>1 f\$1.lth 
en.¢1 lo~·it of GGd tht1tt find 0xpr·eaa!o:n in fie•d• 
th.at w~ 11v~ IHi J$W81>1 Fe.1th l«ii &tta~bmen:tii. · ~nd. 
\till bt .. tit lew iiJ to b11 at.uehed ~~ Gott$) fo:t~aho a.d 
?$!tae-1~at5 

fhua, i«t would appear tha.t ft.1\h !Sil t>h@ t!Uu~n(Ui1 .of Jud.~i••~ 

Wifl h~vt a oon:tradiQ;\iont· Which 11i$ 'tl:u)) f1.:rst 4,mand ot 

J~dai~UI• \Q p.a:rfo).'!Jtl mlt1vo\ o~ te hav\l'fl fa.1 tl'·i in Go<ltt ~~:f'~b., 

and I"';ra,lf)l,? Are w11 suppoa~d ~o 'belieV$ o:r to d.e? Wbi~h ts 

1upe:1?icr• nalacha or a3111da? L~e;1Cll would •a.1 that thf/ll·fle 

can bt onl1 one .:U£1i de;ina.nd. l•$ob•l :r,e1<>lv!llu1 tht' 1!lll1mins 

1$0nt~ad1~tion by a.ba.ndon1ns; ~'b1tf"a.tt l~e11" H1 b:rinse 1i 

1wn~hesis to our th$111$ and a.ntitb.$811 'by 1nt:roduQ1ns th• 

~ongept o.t '1fh$ Jl()lF.trity 0t Juda.iem.vt 



Jewil.!lh .. thi:Aktns and :U.v!,ns oan only b' 1.d$Q.Ua.tel1 
'Wld~f:stood !!.:rt. te~ms of a diallEtot:l.€11 patt(ll}rn, ~Qn
taii.iing opp~~i te ori Qontrasteid. prepe~ti~1., . A$ t:n 
a mr~~net. th~ ~nda or which havF& oppotd:tfi .mag .... 
neti' que.l.itiee~ thae$ terme 9.~e eppoete \o. "no 
a,netlu~:r and exem:pl11"'11 $. . ~ . wh1oh l1ea a.t, 
th$ V'E!!lrJ beari& Qf lud.a1r1n!1~ . lai•i tr fl>t 14~1.1 
~int\ eivents $ 0:r m1 tEiVtil.ll anitll a1nt of ltavanab ;;i.nd 
detd., of :re.1id§;.a.r1.t1 and .$P~.ut .. aia.eitf ,. ~t tu1.:tto~m:t,1· 
and lnd.ivttiu~l1t'1 1 o:t .ktila1h~ ant\ ~g$.da, ot . · · 
law- a.114, ln.wa:rdn~eua1, et l0v1 a.~4 tea:r e o.f undt11 .... 
ata.ncU.118.; 8'tid c'bedi•no'~. ot lo···'l··· ane1 d1sotp:t1ne:,. · · 
ot tlie good and. •vil d.riv•, e,t \1m& a.nd •te:rn:it1~ 
ot re1vt.lat.ion and :r~r.rpotuH~~ of ¢ii.reel! and t~1iiih~. " 
ot tbe w~:v:4 end. tha'ti wh1ob is 'btyond word1, .of 
m'3.n • 1' q,u•mt f0r . Ck)i!t and God 1?1. s~a:v~h 'tlilt :tnSln. , 
Jtvtn Gad' 1 :r'$la:ti.1on t.e th• world 1c1 j!,)baraeter.11t:i 
by th.® poltti.r:1,'t1 et Ju1ti0$ e..nd. m~ifof t: ·~lifi Plfl0ml1• 
ot ri•wa.:rd and th• dema.nd \o 1$l1Vt Mim to• ll:l.41 
$)stke ~ f~k~n ~b&t;raet.ly • E%ll th&s9 te:rms ltlh'fJll 
~o be m\:1:tua.ll.7 ~XQlUfllliV'et yet in aotufi.l living 
tb~y invol:ve el!leh oth~ri the $Q)p'1.ra.·ai.ion <~f 11>hf11i · 
two iflJ tato.1 tio both. ~'le:r~ 1s n~ ha.le.ob.a 
wi't,bo\1t f&gada 11tnd no agadft w1 th<>ut hala~b.ai .• We 
mue\ ne:1'h.~r d.1spa~a.se the body nor !\lao:rifif.l• the 
&Pil''i t. ~he body 1$ ·till• d1ecipli:n~, 't.h.El.I patt'llll~n, 
t,hf.l ls.w3 th$ aplri t 1e inner iltVt'i.tl.ll)n 11 apOU>ii> 
tanei\:Yt tf'•tiom. the body wit.bout 'the $p1.;r$..t 
ia 1. eerp;,~ ~ th$ . ill;t:d.rl t . w1 'th.out th$ b~41 1• a 
gb.01t, wnue a mttave.h le beth a. <U.ae:1p.l~11'.l.t11 an4 
a.n 1n$.p1riat1an, andao\ of' obedientu11 1.nd, $.tn 
e.K;~ur~~1•n1t of 3~1 ~ a. 10~$ and a prerosativ~. 
Ott:r ta.a.it .im tio loe:rn b.ow t~ maintain a h.a:rnu;m.7 
b@t)~·ee:r~~. tht dE)maindlii! of h$1ltit()ht.t &:n,d th~ splr.1~ ot 
ae;ada.,!u 

fhe :r~maindJ,,:f ot eb.$.pte:r JJ <ton~e:rn~ 1 tertlf w1tb. tht 

epf,~ifio polF..J,;r-1 ty (;')f h$.lfteha. and age.d~ 11 H$Slh@l giV$1 \ti 

· onei Qf th4il finest dt'tln1tto.n11 ever w:ritttn~ 

Bala.on.a. r«ili!lpreeenta tht ttrtrength tria ehap$ ~n• ''I 
11.fe a.coorains to a fi;w.eti pa.tt.•~n~ it ia A t~n· 
givinj ro~e~.. A.gfMfie. 1,$ 'the. eltpres$1on of man ' 11 
Q.1S1fl.1iHiJ.1&ili! st:tr1v·1ne; wrd.oh o:ft~n dettes all 
l.1m1ta1:tons, Mala.one. is tl10 r•atiena.11.:nition an( 



s~b.~ma.t1~~tie>ll. of lif1ns1 it d.$f1n~si; ap$4tfi.eitt 111 

$1!!1t,s meaf!tn"'~ anti linti t,~ pls.o:tn .. e; lif@ into. ttn . 
e~aot ay1t&m~ Asad.a d.eal.s with ma.n •1 ill.lilltfe.bl~ 
reJ.a·~,icmei t~ God. to oth&lf l'.11$n~ and. to f,b• Wl)rlih 
Halaoha. dee.la w1 th d$ta1la 1 wi, th $a.Oh oonima:nd.ln$n\ 
ii$pa:rate.ly~ agt!da with the wti.(>le ot lit~. wj,.tll 
thllll tota.11 ty c;t :t'el1sio\iu:~ lif1~h. }lalacha d~ali ' 
with 1,he law~ agada wt th. the :t1ea;i;1:tn,g of the l~:w!l> 
Ha,l.~6'.b& d$al.$ w;l th liUbj®ots thait \ua-n 'be 1xp:r1•S~(lld 
l.i t11:i?al.l7' a.gads.. in.t:roauoe:fa u.1 i:itJ ~ :r<llla.lm •l:oh 
11•$\ 'beyon~ the :range ot e:xpr~~aion. JlalgQl:ua . 
\eacne~ ua how to pe:rfo:rrA ~omu1oi1 ~~t.s i 61.i~dm . · 
tell.Ill us h$W to pa.rt.i•ip~t• in thiai eternal.dra.m1.. 
:'tal11.aha gi \l'ftr.'l UB lu1ew1e4s;~J ti.g~d& t.~ivte UI 
e,1pirflihio~. 

'!hf! 1ni'Hli~~el.ea.tiortab.tp of halaol:u.i ~nd asade. i~ 
·th® veri1 l~~ali"t "t Juda.1~m41 ll~lainha Without · .. · 
t:l.gad~i ill d~ad., a\e;ada w1,heut h~laQlta 1a wtld-..28 

'fhe:re can :ne~;·tber b$ halaoh1a. without ia.gad.~ no:r a.gad.a 1d, tb~1' 

hl!;l.l~eha. ~It im imPQ~eJtble tQ de~1d4t whet~nell:" 1~ Judaiam. 

1uprem.~07 'b®lon5m to b&laeha !:)?' t~ a.g~.dao to \l'A$ l!:i.wgi.·ir:•ri 
. ()ti'Ji 

~~ . . 

()'.r 'o 'fJ.h$ .Pas.lmtm \. H '1h~r remain in p$;rpetu.al teiiaton. 
' 

EU.no~ $'10h. o:t the two p~1no1pl.~1 i>· h.ala.o.l:u~. a.nd 4\g(ltda.i> 
' 

m(JIV•I in the epposi 'h~ di:r1iitt1tton, $qU1lib:r!.1;im .@a.fl only ~t 

ma1nta1n~d j.f 'both e.l!"• tlf $qual taro$,. :Su:t 1u.oh '- ~ondi ti.on 

ts :ra.ri~ly att~11led. Beech.el. ft'~.l.~ iMt tb.e ~unpki~uit:t4\l on 

hala<Jha h'1.a sot·~$n 0u.t et h.and.!11 Iii ls tr;rins tQ ~!li:'d:¥'-$~a 

th.• 1m'be.l~nc~ <!> 

b'.bb1a tets.bl1td?.$d .$. l$vel et ~b1E1J.W1'lrano~ wb.1~h, 
in moderin seoi.ety t . 1s w1 th1n the reach ert $~
al ted aoul1. but t«:ri'li int:r@quently 'be11))nd the 
s~iu~p or o:i?dir1ar1 inen.. M\tst hEilaioha eontinufl 
to 1gno~$ th.~ voi~~ f)'J.' egada?lO 



Not conterrt w1 th. t:t:•J'ine; to :rear~~H?i.a th® 1mb.~tl~ino~!L, U:ealt)htl 

alMl!t makes @. :play· fa1~ tl1e lilUper1orS:~y 01'.' agad.#1111 

In Ohs.1;r~e:¥:' 34 91 wtiJ blZt.v·e a difficult z1al?ei:f'i.ed t1,.ta¢ru1?Hi1~,o:n, 

!Zif tlb.e M~anb-ig ~f O'bs.$;rva~t~$111 •• H~:i:-11 11 He$jelhel. g1Y$S fuJ.1 

f#Xpree.iaion ·to th.$ m;y-likl·~i%1S.l b~nt o~ bir~ ph.11.oso:l;lh.y * lt~ 

x1ff1i:;igni i(i)il ·tlle d1:t'fioult.y tbsi:~ ei mod.e;r<n dew b.a$ i:n (ll'Jt'HU"V1:q 

th~ l9.W111 H11 t~i)la th.at. th~ d1ft1ou1";v :ta r10·~ in ·~he 3('.!)w' $ 

n1nabili ty ·tio O;.'>mpx•eh~nfA a ~ S?;:&a;1b& of' ·tbe ltMir} bll 
__ ,. 

~1iH$Snt1~l diffig.ulty 11 in h!e 1nab1l:1 ty to ll1lOl'!!tl$ the m: .. ·.-
. ·.11 

IW! it 41 Vi.l!~ ea1nit1s :tn the :f\'tlt'i'.llm~r.rt. o~r th'I) law Iii~~ 

He1~h~l r•jlllot1 !lil.111 d11ou1as1on ot' th~ r~tional e;r'onnds fo~ 

c~8erve.nt.~o Atlf 1oeiolQe::taa.ltlc J;i$7Cholos;:to&l or ~utth.$t1o 

~1te.son that can be brought to 'b$ar to Jti.l';tif;r a i:n1tavah: 1.$ 

bte.i14• \bflt point. Otheili pe:i?1pia~tiveftl me.1 b~' Jl'$l@V$n't, 11 bU\ 

b$ 1!! entlf 1+!foatu~*'1 bl tih~ ,qu•et1o:n cif' how obse"Et.noG" :ta 

JJ*$lWA.'tE!>d. to r~lle;1oua in;igb.t. 

fb€i p:riobl~m et bow to :u.v·fll ~e a 3'1w Umitit \,)$ 
~olved 11:1 tt1ir:rm1 f;>f ();Ommen ~H1Utf.U® Q.;ad eod()n 
~xpe:r1ftn¢.ui~. ""• f!'w EJSsf,m,oe ot relie;1on do•~ llil)t 
lie 1n ·tnf1ll ~atist~~tion of a bume.11 need. Ae l~ng 
&\$ man et•m ;r.elie;ion S.$ f!il, 1oure$i .of &&ti1:1.fS1.otion 
f(O~ h.11 own nt,da, , :it 1• f.t0t God wnom he ~$if"V'$I 
but b.j.w owfl efAlf,. u S"cl.'1'~4 .de$.4~ e.:i1t ditl16Jt'l$4 
to mak~ living .ao .:f!elli~ w . , if. d 
tQ~f teblft fht Ut SVi\ a;rie QJ::llfU!l Q exp:t.Nia:ll'il 
~n d•id.1 ~he ap:p~ectat1on o:r: th$ i:nf.lft".~'bllll!H ~·· 
'.tt ia not uj~Ji~:il. tbat we ~.eek in :i:·~ligi .. on but 
e ' /11 , b.t P'Ul"P~lUH/il of' t'•lie.d.on l$ 11.0$ t~ 
ea · y t.he rtefHls wta ;feel but to CCJ:'lillattai ln u' 
the nee;!d tlf nu~rving •tu1eJ 11 ot wl1:1~h W(f) oth~rw1S$ 
l"'~mat1n obJ.j,vioue, ( 1~ertf(U"'t) 11 \h~ leg-1\im1JA>t~ 

· .. -,···. 



(!U.$$~1011 oon~'rniila; the i'ori.li\t;; . 01· .r~wi~br obs$n~n~a 
:t~' ,!the q;uest1e>na i\r'e \hey !llniri .. 1. · ~ellll>\'li, ti>1l.~1 

·~ !tt~~a; ... o · b ... 11.'ih·. ii·~. !f!l$e t111 · · · ·· ~1 1 
!ii" i~o may the in.:t,tsvot hav~ i!l(!H11.n.int; 1 ~fll 
&~(}\U'at~ t.he,n aay11-ig trutt .'th.EVY lead u.Sl to W?illi1 
ot .• euu,?tl"e)$:t1:ti rA$s.ning~ ti:' expe:rienCJet:i whiGh. ari·%iil fttll 
ot h. id(lf:t:.i .b~1.l.li1noe of tbt holy~ e;iJ4de!1l:f blai1f.'ng 
in ou:r tneyugl':l.t~.,2. ; 

-
Whe,i~ 1~ a mi:tievah1V A d:eitd in tb~ ftn·1~ o'f: ~. p:rs.ye~<IJ 

W'.ha:'& do~a Hei.tlch.~l maa.11. wi·.u~l'l he taaY,s, ~~()ompm:t:1iblEi, w'itli 
i 

the stn~e of' th$ ineffable?'~ I do Pl!®\ lntowllt 

TQ -}le~Qb.$lp th.ta .·UlltW:faal ·~b.~m• Qf :r~ligio:n i~ bt~w tQ 

e.>:isw*~ th~ 111.effe.b:l~e tl}l;!l;·tt !Jlt'l>:l.l~ Qn our ~o·u.l~ ;e fh~;r world &1 

~ul1 ot wonder. Wbo will Q:nsw~i"? 0~1r X-1?,:V'eren(H~ is no 
~nsw~r. fh~ only an~W$r' to t,ht ine:ff~ble '·~ a mod$ ot . ,3 
living ~ompaa.tible wi,th th$ 1n~t:fable. · ~h@ mode ot l:l:vtn g 41 

to~ a Jew~ i~ fulttllmeint ot th..e mitsvot* An,d., the <>n.11 

we.y °tH) undert:iiti@.nd tb.e :m:ltavot is to do th$m with Jo7"' 

All, m1:t~rvot; a.r•e :w,e~u:u~ of. ~voldng :111 ua the awe.11tJ
nees ot 11v~.ns .1n .~~ Jn$15h'bo:rhc.od o.~' ~oet. ot 
11·11i:ng 1.n tkl• bolf1 d1m~naioni' 'rbe m:J:~svG1ib l~ ~ 
$'tl~oi1nte.t11 wi tl'.l th~. d.ivtn.•~ ~ wa,y· of l~.vh1e; 1n 
t~llowab.ip 'W'itli G~d. tivins :te no·~ a tJ:t:iiva.ti~ 
~ft"aix1 Of ih~ 1ndi''V1d.u.al" t~:t.vlng iG whqa.t ttltlUl 
dO$$ with GQd t I_ \1W.t& 11,. 

MesQh$l Qon¢ilud.@s th.a obe.;pilA1:ti' on ~. h.1e-;hly myat1~al 

no\~h ~here i!lll at:H)b e. ·th~.ngea$ an ~a~mt"-1.Sf ~»f d~4lHl1~h ~ 

Ill. Cha.pte:!.'I' S'St Heseh~l explains mitav-ab.. a.g$.:Ul (on a 

rnuoh ~impl~:r leas my~tioal lev~l). and twil.t:t~e.stia 1t w1tb. 

1i:n'" 6?h~r~ a:rfi rt&any i~fa)fe~er.trHts "!jO the tl'~:tcU. t.1ol'.h ii"vEil7 

~ot d.o:nt 111 ag~E't•rn~nt wt.th tb.«f will ot God is ·a m1 teva.n. rt 

le a good d(tedt(I UE;t1ns goo4 in the b.toadest sense of tbt wo~d. 
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It ia a bF.1.s:lo ·~~er:m oi~ J'ew~.$h B.v-1.:ng~ 1:1ome·t:J:i.ing :S\~l1~te,nt:la.l~, 
•' 

eonor$t.$w 9•L:U'f,;t :r'iavol:r~s a.1~otJ.r1t't the right a.nd w1··or.1.g ctee40 

b\1t W$ ha1n' beE~x~ t~~.>:>e.in®d. to bEi fllOI'1® m1Ji..~:r1t~i}l-2,i:t,lt.\lliqu-Ol! tha.n 
:35 

&J,;~t;,~ 01~ sl:n-(1n:i.1tHJ!l,ous $ ~ Chri11ti(tl1i t#y ,,im j\u;vt th~ 

¢?! PPt'> s i t® I/II 

J)ot}h. pol~Hi t mi tenre.h Qf).{i ai:np fl?'~~ ?;'1~a.l,. W~ v~r@ 
taiight to 'b!l1 ~~l~i!l:t~~""'. o · iv. ragtird tr; tbfP 
r)~$Sent mome:t'LJ to l)e in:i.r.\ u.. t~f the oonatant 
opp<:u:1'tlun1 ty. to do. ~h~ 5~n,d. lf(4) al."a aileo ta·u.e;ht 
to b~: ~ •:tt3 1'm,i. in r.ega:t'd to th~Jii paste to 
l:~~aliz(!I! an o · ':tr1e¥At$mbex' our failures awl t?'~:n~-
g:r~n:rnio:ne * !h~ powe~ ~r botb. m1tm.re.b and si~ 
wat b~ fully t{;ppr$ht"il4•.~~ ?:he \f1nt~l1u-.tive :t"eai,. 
ot"l ~~iri may laa.d to a depreoatio.n Qf wo;r>k~' g ~~ 
01,~lueive ttPI-~~~oie,tion of mi t.eva:h. may J.19e,d to 
o~lt"'"fl!i.€sh:teoiu~ne!s. ~kl.~ firs'h may :result iii ~ 
e'Le:ni~l of th~ rel.evmi:nQ~ .of' h.1$',or.y 111 1i:i. an ov~·J . .r 
esohat(J!logioal viewi t.h.e ll\11f.iccind in ~. denial tit 
M~meie:niam~ tn a s~oular orit1m1a 111 .Aa;a1:n$t, bc:»\li 
d1?-vie.tiona Jttd.a.tsm w&.r:ne :repe~t~dly .'.56 ·. · 

We te .. il ~?M9. s i.n n~r~ on.ly 1n our deeds• but in ou:r he~t$ 41 

Evil in th® h@e,:rt is tbe sou.roe of ev.11 1n dtedreL~ l~ muati 

b~ ~~-'.rEl!if'Ul 41 

I11 Ol":u~1.pt.er~ :?H5~ H~~ohtl difS& in ·t,o the c1'!>uoial. pJ;i<;)bl~m 

01:11 evil$' 'fhe 11ble m():re than ;r.~oosn1.;Ell4 the $X1st.eno~ ot 

@Vil0 

~he:t"'' ia one :u.n~ that e:>tp:rel:lses the ttU'HlcL of th• 
;J'ewieh man 't»l'1irough.eut ·the aegta ~. nTlle ea:rth 11 
gi V1$1rl int~ thlt1 ha.net ot' tn~ 1r(~.okett .• 9~ ( ~l~~t> 9 ~ 244')' Iii 

One fs:ree. t ~:r;'y i~~leoi:md.n. th1"o·u;gbout the !\1 bl~J. th$ 
wtclt~dneaHs of mt\ri is g:r~a.t upon tl:'J.~.t ee~:i-~t11®Jl 

Wh.at 1.e worse 1$ th.~t ev1l th.r>iVll!lil eo w~l1 in the d:l&gu10e 

ot tht good. Tl:u.lre 1s gr>ll'lla.t ~onfusi.on b$tW'et'n ei()04 eind' ftril. 



*?h$ 4lf!eattul c.()nf'u.~10•1 th• ta,~t that ihe1'e 
11 noth1ng in th1Gl wo:rlu that le not a. mix,u:re et 
S()Od 9.lld t1'lf!l1t Qf hol;v ~~id ttf.\hol7, o:t' s:tlver 
and 4'lro1.e.,1a lltl;'lO:O~d1ng t,Q JGw1sh my!b'\ticis11, 
th• O$ntt-6!.1 prol>lem of hia\~:r1· ~rid the ul.tin:wi.t• 
1sst1~ ot i~tdew.pirion~ 

~b.e ftit$ at mf.:i.nk3"nd depend~~ uPQn ·tb• ~~ali.izat.io:n 
that. tfhe ~.1atin~tior1 b<Ertwe~n good and evil, :t"1Pl 
ar_vfl w:ronJ.h 11 supe~iot' to s.ll ot11e:r di$'ti:nttion1~ 
.Aa lo:ng a.a such :re~l!z£vt1otl tQ lttfJ:ki:Oth ple~1iMAn.t
.:n.e•1 111 allian~u~ wi tll ar~v, .. l will· bf.~ p:J?~teri:r•d t~ 
'i.tnpleflis~;r,:i;tner.l!G.i 1n $.ll1Qll@(f w,. tll t$Ql\>d,. f¢J teia1h 
huur,1;itr tr.1.~ p:rimai01 ot thf:A,t idat~:tnot1o:n i;l!i) .of 
th~ 1$/llHJ@n~~ tc th• lil1l141l~l. meHa;ag~.38 . 

G¢Od ~nt! @Vil a~e :J:i(f~ V!ii1.lUe$ ~mo.t;is 0theii l'$lturu1. Goo<! :ti 

:u.t~. m.nlt ev,.l is deatih. ~he e;o<>d 1~ ~ ~-:irin! .IS!t!m, a 

Wfi.1 @;f GQd, 

W'$ n~0t\ belp t>:l ou:¥~ hii.\tilt'!' ~satri~t ·evil. Goo(t, e:s ... 

peotallf when 1 t 1• t;o b" r~-lit~~d .at a lo~e, .ts ea~11;r 

det~at~c1, i:ch~ IJ.lo:rab !1il uur $~f$gua1ict1 ·t,lle 'lo:rAh .illl1. an 
:!9 

1u:at1dcrt~ ti;, fDVil, * 

!Eirt .~ e~v1l~ 11 tm"~ a~~n' ~ ul 11ma.·~~ :r11~obl1>t1h, Man 1 $ ul-· 

tim.ate p~obl£l!m ia b.1G ~ei.at1oi1 t.a GQd." 

We do not w~s$ 111i9.1~ wi tb $V1 l :tn the name or th• 
ab£tt.~it~·t (fon.e@pt t:Jf d11t1~ We d.o ·the good a0t 
b.aoa.u1e 1'~ 1.a a. v·s.lu~ o:i beo~''-:lti of exp~,~~no.f ;.. 
but b$oauee w~ ow" it to God. God tt:r$:a.tf>4 mE¥.n,. 
a:nd ·what 1~l goed 0 in IU.se•w•an ~Ii g(,ltHi tor md •. 

We do not ki.iow how ·t.o ~(tJl:l1$ the PX"oblem ~t~ 
but w.a &it'~ n0t ~~em1.:>t ~on1 d.~aling with ev 

~rh.$ iflnmw~~ to tt.i't ~v1l t$ u. mi:~a·vah., Judaism ocmeiiie.ntlf re

minda us of. t,he ~,ppo~·~ul'l1.t1.$S to d.o the a;ooa,.,, 

' -i 
' 



fb.e id~" wt th wb1.eb. luda:l.f:nn start~i J.s tiot. the 
riesi.ln!l'llllS ot !$Vil o:r th~ e1n:fuln~aa fJ;lf m!!l.n bttt 
:ra\ber th~ wond.t;t:t:' ot c:re'&\1on $ind the iab1li t.y ot 
:m&t1 to do the will of Goe.\~ ~eb.erie ie alway$ an 
oppor·tun1 ty to do ti1. mi.tisvr:d.'.1.t and p:reeious 1$ 
l:lte ·beoaiuae a·t:i all ·t.im.ea £1.nd i:n. ~ll plae~ui1 -we 
are 11t.bl~ ·~o d~ l11$JI will. '}}hit~ 1G why del.ilpai:P 
.1u alien tQ Jaw1uh ta:'!. tn.'t·l 

~e world. ia 1.i'l need o:t redem:i;rtimt, but tb.16/ 
1:110d-1ampiion 1xn.:tst no·b b~ ii~p$O'l1ei to h.app~n a.s 
an fMdJt ot ~hee~ gli:'1a'1!~. Man's ta.slt ia to i:na.k~ 
·t,h.~ woi~ld wox•tny ~t redlitmpt1o>:h Hi& fe.1 ·ti,.b. an4 . · ... 
his woJ:'ka t:a:rit pi7>e.parat1011:e for ll.U~ U~liid~ltn®41 

,. ''; ' 

Qhti;ptex> -,7 b.:rietl;r tae:vmon1:aas on wha. t fleaohel ~alls tt>', 

11 i:\""(l:) J:»ro bl em ot.• t.tie tteutlt."1.11.l- tt ~nd :ttii1 tf&1'la te'1$ what hat a l:)ieen · 
' 

laid betorQ • fht i::i:t"l()bltiiim ot l:L ving d.oea ziot be51n w-1 th 1ia11t 

~~e pro'bl(nn ot :U.vir.i.e; bEte;ine.,. 1.n :t"ei.ot,, 1n ;r(d.,s,t:J.oa. 
to our own ael V~E3 * i~i tha llra.ndl1~1s o:f oi.u-. ll)lfi.~ttc:n;1,~, . 
ti.anet1ona, 1.n the WQ1,f we d&lij,],, 'td:tb snv g~•4,, 
an¢t prld,fi• WJ:J.a.t ie fi:t?srt ~.t lirt.a:iti::~ i1'li :U.te 
of rmliut 11$ not the faot of ~in/) ot the wronf!S and 
t.1o:rriJ.y.rt1 but tbe r.1.e'IJ.i~ra.l. ~ctr:.. th~ n0~d.s. ·GU~ 
;pt:Hl\EHUHliiQ!lli po$~ :n.o :leei- ti. p:i:~obl~.m thm.n Cl•lV 
pt.1.F.U~1cm;. ?;1'.t$ pi~1ms:r1 ta.t?kt th@:rll1):1:'o:rtt1 1e ll.('>\ 
h?w to de&il wi•th 1:.tu~ ~Vil •. but bru1· .. · .. ~ W'&t:• 
'};ha n.eutti:i~:Ji, how to d<iiaJ. with neid~. 

Judi;d,ffoi. ia ~zi a.tti1tn1r~ ·to pl~ee al,l oi' life: i.mde:r 
·the F.tlory o:t ulti1nat.t1 1igv,1ti~oii:ttta®, to ti'Gla.'t$ al.lo 
~Qe, t t~~~:.t'letl. fl:1,(d,1o:i:i~ to th~J On~• 4-l~ , 

One of mu'.1 pl~obl&m$ is to endow virtue wi't~h vits.lS.tiy. , 

W<') t~hould. $Xl?OJ;•;teru;,Hi) the ~ ~ s•&:iiltk:J.111. ~ha ~Wtlti' 

of' ev1J, oan be contaume(l in tb.e flame.a of Joy* 

Heichel 11lil v~x·;v· @onoernt:itd about tne problem of 1ntesr1tf11 

tt~ 1:iategr1 ty o.:r .m~n ( Ohap1:ie:t~ 3'8) * Ia ~~ piist;r :t1ea11J 



p<uastbl.~? Can o:t1$ fH~:fv~~ Gt:.'Hi uneel.f'1shl7? J;\rt?l wh~n p~;v ... 

tor11.ing a good. deed. 11• <io 'W$ $tl:lMre Hin>, t~~ Hi.a $:taltll)? CJ:hs 

ptiQbl$tll of ~.nt~gl''i tr cioncei~ne no1~ only ·the chr~:r.\q,,.3·t~l' ot ov 

mora,l deed~ blrh ml$O t~he int.eg:r:t:l~;r .eit our' 11b~.~1k::t.ng111 

fh~1 r.1oder-n v~1~Etten:1 of -~h~ Clolcttin th~l$ :ta a 
c !!. if!~I!.!ftJ,f.,, fb.Uao th~ 

J'.lre e~uue . $:t:•n man m"'y b\ii ch~1t'.f'aCt$:P1Z$tl 
aHl$ .r"-~'l esoapia t•f} r.t111.rn.p1c1on. ~he:r~ ~.$ e. tei.b" o~ 
t<l'le idea of ol>ject1·re vtil.id.5~ t~y, of r:Hao:redn~I·$. 
or aupx;mrne,ey ct a value., It ~.m our i?npl~.ett 
belief th.at there 1£3 avie1()u~ und(;l):i:~e;:roiuMi be
nea:tih a.11 $.O:t:to~:1,. that. ult~r1.oa'* motiv~e ~Jliti 
th~ htURu.m of t?~ll virtu~. a1id ~:t.ght(51ous1te$e :1a a\ 
C$f;l'tlnOttflage ~f evil!'; ifh•r~ ie no· depth 1M~ irt:r .... 
t,uG 11. ll.Qi ~ea.li t.~r to ~.:ntegt'i ty. AlJ. we 01,1;u1 d~ 11 
to g:;,'la,ft socd.nest1 upon aielt1ish:.t1.~H;Hii ~ to ius1e tw~ 
si,~ a px~~smat1o pr·~t,axt and to t>t'fll!ab. &t;.lf-indulg~n•u, 
1.i1 a.ll valtt~ei ~ ?n e. wc:rl .. d aueh ~si, th.1$ t el~uH~ 
aa 1t. ~.!% to 'histing pan<temon1uni, hont1sty mu~Jt bf! 
b,eld. to b~ w!l.fllh.f'\il. th1nk1ri .• e,,a pur1 ty \hit ~quar·i:n1 
o:t ·th.fl} ciJ:·~l.e of ht;une.:n ne.:ti.u:~e ~ and, ·tb~ not.iomJ. · 
of obJeet1v~ val.1d1 tty·- 1!111:1~.~:redneal?l ori ~uprema()y 
of. any VtiJ.tt~~ must b0 oonl!ld$'.r1$!¢1. tiypet;irif>Y ei, 
~,upe;r.;,st,j. 1'11on~ 

Sclf-su1;n;'.l,.1;tton looms ~a: ~. mo:r~e lih'l"'ious th.'rtn1it. 'to 
:fe.1·tih thitn <1t1ubt~,. and *'~u1th11oped.101 t ,. th~ Jµ1• 
tr5.f'1oation of man 11. '·a t .. o ta.~ d~.ff1ol,:lt ~ Prfl'"" 
blem a.s ·t.hetld1J}JI' $1 tl\$ jt:u:t'" .. :f1,¢Ett1on of GQd... ls 
th.er~ anyth1:ti€S :pux~1i e.nd unf~ine;c1d. w1 th m•lti.1.nne11 
1:n ·t.nE1i. ao,:tl of man.? :ta 1nteg~1 ty ai~ all PQrA!iilll~t 
<Jan Wltil t~ust O\lrt ewn :te,i'\ht %~ p1it!liY ev$~ d$• 
t~~ohed f.riJm expecUeney?4~ 

'ftl~ Dibl.1~ and t,h~ Rabb1.n~.f.l t:rfi1,d.~.M~on l"ec:mg.nize thl.il probl~m-. 

The wht)la E.k:ioit~ of Job is oonoe:rned \S!L th the them$ fJf 

Ul:lla?QliQaAait~ the vin.d.$. (:atin11 of in.an.., '.!:he t.:i:'~-41 t1on. 6JIX ... 

ho:r.ts tis to se:rv$ GQd wi th<)Ut expe,1tat~.on of. :recH?1ivi;;;1g a 

x·~•*irtl($ e.nd r~ot, i~o H.w.lts of the Torah~ t~a, diadem with wh:tch 

+ . ~ ~t qt ... o ~11oa .. , .. !If 



leaohtl (1.Sltl!ll 'bb.e Q.U$stio:n ov~:r eand Qver ~t)tain" Me dOitl 

ll.~)t $.f,lSW(!I)~' it (l:ireQ'ttJ.:1111 a;\t b$ strongly im.p).1e$ that 1·~ £;, 

not PQf:U!11ble to ee.rve GQd :1fo:r U:ts ew~\ ~)ffil,kilh 

G·od tstaks t'\1r the '.h.~;ie.x~tj! :Y.t>Ttq, fZ'JU.l"' g:ff1&.'heat 
i'ail;1.u:'·e ia ;bt ·th~~ h(~ai1t~ Who ea11 bia · ti~1.3\fttl 
,.,o!f! JJ!''""""', ;I) .,...J.ifl.~.n·~·.110,...."'' '"n""·W.11 ·rHr ,r.i..u••i ,~...,1.ic8~'ll ll<}~.:o;: .1~1,i.. w~~~v~,\ ~~-~w'l'i~· . ~ii;.h , ~if~tmt·.if ~ v . ~J.('ff<""<..:.::t -u.:..,&;.~ ...... ~~ ~.~~.-,14iQ~~ :w ... ~.,.9. 
oloalt of ~'N~tn@,h mtr.1 h.td~~ fl stx·e~k of' v~n1~r.? 
t1h.t.) o~.in Ol.Ei,·i· m to. _h.aV·€!! .. f_''yl1~1J.J.ed e"!e:n o:r~e m1tS'V'lfll.h 
with pe:r'ffi~\rt devoM.on?4o 

Item~h.'41J. • t~ ph1.l\.'HHlJ>h1' iil this cbllll.&rt.e:J? 1~em1 to eox.i'~X'a.rU .. ct tht 

emphei.$it:i$ expr~~~$a~d 6\&;r•l:tert. ·tn®.t ·th~ ~.l:u!>e:no~ Qf e, pta:re 

;brhex1t:to11 do1.$ls not, :rt.•S>gate ·th$ valU.$ of a m1 i~avahrti 

Chapte:i:• 39 1~ ~n etuiaiy ()~l th$ na.t .. u~e ot UUiitll fintl:~l.~4 

~tTlle Sel.5:" ~~nd the no;ri ... Selt 3 u :tt 1~ a P1l:l:~~l;y- p~:irsorial e.\i\:• 

li>~"'~t~aiolh Wo ttl.1~tt1mpt, 1~1 me,e'it:lt to :t'l:r.id au;pi.10x"tt foJI the itd@m.Sll 

1n ·t.b~ t:ra.c:ttt,~on., .1\<H.~or><'Ung to UefJQ.b.~l,, 

the:r(IJ .1.~ a pi1e3pp.etua.l. teine1<.".tn iii m.~n ~$tWe·~ft th' 
:t\?UUtl . 0t: the ael,t a1'ld th.ti!. go~.l tb~.t ll:WE;t il~1011d 
th.e $'.lelt • A~.1i.1nal 1.n m~n is ·M'l¢' ¢ti~:tve ·~f:J tJen.
oall'tl"~,1~0 on tJJ.$. satiata.crtiol:l Qf :n.eed.FJi J spirituel 
in mttn ii~ "l/,h{;: will. to $e.:rve h.1L5h~:i:~ ~nd~~ a.nd in 
ae;i~·~.r.i.g $Ilda he traruu)e:n<l.$ bis n~e(ll/$ ~ 

~h!S ~lsg{H~n~ilY o:f man,, his im1que:n.ess 11 !,ij in hi@ 
powei• to $Urpaae ·f4h.i::~, eelf 11, i:t. Q 1:>j,m~ abov~ bcie 
i~fledt~ and ~i~lflsh mot:1:v·ea ,.lfrr 

M1!1t'n be,flll th§i) (iti1I>~ie1~y to uonv•;rt h!lt xu'.ll<JPda, t<::i $.'$0 ruod1f1 an4 

al~ei~ tl-i~m the:t~ ·th$y ma.y b~~ome the O(Hla~~io:ne fo:r t.b.~, 

:o 

prcibJ.01ii ot' aelf:lallr.1.ess~~ te it. &\I. ~11. poss.'.!. be 



tlcu:t:ttbll 1uicidi1, le not .iJt m.o.~$1.l v:t.rttieit l•our task 11 
' 48 

n.~t to '.t:"$'nO\ance lif~ but \'1>. b:rilfl8 1 t wloeG to lU.m* tt th• 

au1•we~ ::u.ea, not 1n d1tnr1:n..g th'1 0elt, but, in going b11yend 

'be 1•lf. 

fb.41' self lSi 1Pil?1'tu&ll1 1lntn$1itU.l"$J 1t g!rGWI 1n 
the "on~t)tn t~fr th• n()a.~1•lt. fl'd.1 1~ th~ prro
touna. pa~!Jll.4~x and. fl&detming f~atul"• of b.uaaa 
•~tm:trtn'~"" Th• .. • 1 $ no J<>~, tor th• 11lt wi th:ta 
~l'le ~u~lt. Jey 1• found in @ti Vina :ratl'u~fl' )h$tl 
in a,~qul.J"in~u 1111 ~~ning :ra:tth•r than 1.n ~al.tine,. 

\f$ a:r~ all end()we<l ~d.:tb. i4i\lfltn1Hi ~ ap\1 tud~• t 
fa$111t!itSi *•ii ta.lt¥lt wi.thou' dedl~at1on 11 
apt:J.tu.de without. voGat1on aeility without 
tipiritual. tU.pttr ~nd 1n . ~t:r&t.t.o~,. WhtA\ 
ie sp1~1tua1 die;nit;rt tb.e attait(;}hUUll?l't of tht 
~o\al 'ti• " 3ofitl that l1•s. b•1ontt th• 1t ~ 1i 
go&l not within but ~ftJQnd titu~ t1ilf 

ltlg&ri to~ '\he s11lt 1.$ tJ.ot $Y.1!l .. 11 Th.Gl?'~ 11 n~.r,hing wrong 11tl 

aing eonac1ous of ~d enjo;yin$ d11>1ne; good.. A 1na.t1 fl:bt'>u14 

tnjo7 'th$ gQo4. Jtfh ~1shti t-lllation ot th• stlf to the 

f)!l)Qd, ii not that ~t \ef:l.tio:n wt thlt'\i ~:f' j,mier &(Sreem•nt. 
50 

ant at(!lord.. '' 

fh.~ 'b'ginnine; et tht true J,ov,1 <)f GQ4 1; to 'bitc()m~ 

aware of ~u.:r inn~r tnsl$ivemG:n:t tt> t~ ese. one.Hi~ wt!! :realt~llt 

tll&t ttultrims:te m~~n~ .. ng 11 found in 4•et1 OQmpo\\\e! on, th1 

maf'gin ,~f tho ~u.tlt t th• g'.f'ee.t&I' la tb11 ehan$1 Gf relta1n~ a\ 
51 

lea.$'~ t@r a. momGnt .. ~' 

H~eoh$l r1$tu.;raa to Judalsm ( Otu\pte:r .40) when h• Ul"P.;$&\ 

tht vo1~$ ot mode:ra'tio~u f~sooli detJde a:r$ pr$ciouSt ~vt.n tr 
tl·it~11:Ri" 1noti:1r1it,ion 1$ not pure, qt He dcid.e1 the view that 

g(()04 d.$ed~ don~ out o.t 1m.ptt~e mot1v~s a.:re enti:r.&ly 1.:n~d~qua.t~" 

•*Jru4~1~m !lli~ll up~ai th$ d.•1t4 1.1.nd bl~~~ fo:r. th~ intEin:~lon. ·~ 

I 
I 
I 

, I 
·.I 



1~1• eonBt1'ntl;r k$&p1ne; th$ @oal in m.1nd1 w• 
s.:r~ ta..ugh.t t,h~.t on@ mu.mt t•ntintMt t~ oblll$r>V• 
th!i l.a.w ~V$tl; wb.1tn omt 1$ not :ready t~ ·rult:tll 1 t 
tt:ro:r tbf$ iudt~ ot Gcf!L .• i~ f$r th\t good0 llVfQ!fl if 
1t 1ia not <lo:n1t t4'r 1 t~ 0wn sekG, w111 t-ea.~b u1 
~v•ntuall1 hew tt) act f<t>:ri th.~ aia.k$ of Got!. W• 
.UJi.1t oontinu• to p$:rfom tbEt Sla.o:red 4$$dfl! ttvett 
tlio-u,gb we nu11.1 b$ oomp~1le4 to 'brib~ the t$lf w;J.tb 
bu.man inten\iv@s.. Purity o:f motiV$t1o.ri :l~ 1'i\<i 
so~lj eon1tanoy Gf a()tion l,. tl1e way,. . I\ 11 
'1o~lt1nu~ ~nitlta/t1'e~ \o tisb.t tht <~Sll'I in th• e>:P$rl$ 
Lilt~ $t. we\u.1tt•i hydra.~ 11 produoes two h0ade fll? 
$Ve:ry ~ne eu~ ott * W• mtua t riot indulg@ 11t selt• 
1t:t:ru tini~a\iorJ. i we mus\ ~ot oon:o•:nt:rate u.pon th• 
probltll!m tt1t •gotu~n.~~1.C$1ty, !h• wa::r t~ pu~iJJ the 
aelt 1.~ lo avo14 «w•ll1ns n ihb<t ll$lf aJltlll. t; 
eon,1$n\l:'"a.te upon th* tiafak~ 

!mt DDD Rl:DE.m!IJ:S-. Thi~ if) th~ h&lllrt m:r .Ju<lt.i€$m, 

lits~ku~l ~u~tt:nd.e th11 Jtwiah eon~ept. ot aa.lvat1o~ thr>~ugn 

mitsvot by adding~ 

AlanfW. w•. h.a.v• ne eapao:tt1 .. to lill~rate ouri $ou.1 
f:rom ul\m:rto~ mot1v~m •. !lh1a$ h.owne:r.11 is ou~ 
ho,p~u Gett will :r~d't$nt wh•~~ we t~ill H• wll.1 
e(U})ple\t# wha\ w• aJ>t t:rytng 'o 1-old .. ~ve.. :Ct ll 
the s:r~oo of God th:~t h.elps thoso who de ltVEi~J·• 
t:n:tns t.h.e.t lt~• within th•1ri pow$r.te $.lh1•V$ 

. th'1t wh1oh 11 b~f(>:nd th.tir pow~ri:·'' 

Oh.apter 41 ts rui 6H$H3e.Q on °~$•dom. u :t1 th\11 w:tlJ. ev~~ 

1:nd.tptndent o:r th~ Ghl),;r,;aot.er f!Jt th~ p$'!'Son o:r th• ci:roum• 

mta.ne~W$ et the env1f'onm.ent? 'h~ (];nriden~• wou.ld tavo111 ds;

t~lfm1n10m. '.l!at11 without f;ri.~ed,cm, th$:re 1e nQ meaning in 

th1 mo:r>al lite or i<> ma.n. frt'~clo.m e~11t$ $.lld ,.s reial 1t 

WEI a.~\Hi~u.m<e t~nat human l1f~ El'mbrao~!ri both Ji?~!&U'alli e.13~ fiid• 

l:n lit~ aa a P~OO&.SS SI tih•~· l1$ no f:r'4.S!~domlll> 2£111,om 1t a 
uu~~ 



W$ a.re f:f~e ~1t1 var~ momf$~te Iii Mcu11\ of tki~ . t.5.m~ 
we arl'Sl 4-~ivain 'by a p:ro(u!il*ls; w@ aubm,;t to tb." 
pow1arr of inb.ii:r1 tat\ t#h.ta.rfl.llltfir"li q\ia11 t1~$ o~ 1)0 
the foroe ot e:Kt$c;rna,1 a1:r.w;r1,unt~tnnoE'ft~ ~ Fr-~etom 
'.ls not a oontin\·uil e'ati~ et man~ tt~ permanen.t 
at ti tu.dti· &f 'bt1 conaoioue subje1t.. qf tt !! n.Q\ 0 
it UDR!~· Frt&dom. is an ao°'•· an E&v~n~. We 
~J.11 ((t-$ rctnde:rwGd. wj.\b t~h.f» pot.itnt:i~li 'ty <at ff!'$e4om* 
ln a.o~ua.11 t1, ~owov&i#li ,.,~ Gnl;r ~<:1t t:reely in 
:t:"'are o:r.•a ti:v~ moinji];nta., · 

Nox~; is trefildom tho aami1} ias th~ al.>111 ty t~ ohtioeit 
batit1$en mo ti V$$ ., r~e®·dom i.m an ~o t of 1el:f
e11sagem&nt ot the $plrl't1.1 ~ epii.,1tua.l evei1tw.54 

fM ()On~ept ot fJt:l-~•dom ·l$p$xa<5.in upon the idea of Q~$at1oat 

land ma.n!s b~ing me:re tha.n 'th$ pflodu~t ot nature. 

fne ult1Ht4i 001'l<H~l?t in Gl"'EH~k philtHth!i>PhJr 1s \ht 
idea Qf eoe:mtu1~ ot (J):J!:•dei~* \he f5.r1t 'bea~hing 
in 'th~ :li'ble 1s the 3.de;~ tf U1U\i~&gn,. !ru:uia
lat~d int~ ¢lilt,~~~al p~1n.e1:plflfll,,, <UH>ll1'10$ niean6 
f$/t»$? wh11at *!U."'~tP.t:t.on mea.u t.1"1Hi11dom. !h$ ~ ..... 
een:t.:te.1 meanl:r~g of G%i~a:t)1o:n i~l not the 1d~e. that 
th.a uni V$1'a• lira.$ ~,fl!ii\Jt&toi ei.t (IA. p.ar·.~1euls.r> m¢Hn•n:ti 
in ·M:.me. fbe ~1$-enti~l me~:nins o'J., c:ree.t1on l•~· 
~e Maimen.ld.'11 expla1ned1 \ht 1dttt th.at tilt uni
v11u~11uil d1ti. no-t~ Qom~ a'tmui 'by n$t210is a1 ty bu't aa a 
1~~eu11 ot t:r•~dom.J!'J 

God 1a:r•~ fQI' man. l:t 1• th.ta eon~Hi):rn ths.t ~orurt!'.tut•a. 

\h.$ grf))a.tneuillii of man* 

fl\$ p:rop'h.$tm fpe;,k n\i)t so m.\lob of m&u '•' ~H'>ntel'*n 
fQX" G-Old ~s ~i God'$ tleino~rn f~~ man* At tihe 
b$g1Mlng, 1.a God' e 11Hl(u11m. It. is be1aiuM1~ ~t· 
Iii.s e~rAoe:rr1 foi' mtAn 'hl'lat mtin may ha.v~ a concern 
tor- Himfii and th.at w• a.r• able to @e!l.:reh to:r lH.a(f 

W& must continu• to ae.ki wb.at i.s a:a that God 
ahoul4 (lla.:ll'~ll to:r Him? .A.nef; w~ mtur~ continUf;l ·te 
~-.memb$i!l'11' that !. t te p:rE'it'i.6it•ly Ged '1 o&re flt)~ 
m.a'.l.'l .that oon~.14.'t.1tut.~e tbe 8'.r. ®a\n .. ti$.$ Qf m. an~ .. !l'Jl., J!l 
ie t0 . ..tlti and wrun.t man stand.lit f.Str 1.s \K4St 
g~ea. t. mre ... · 01'1':'£ o:r be.ii~ H.is p~.i:1~tJi1e:r. ~ 11 11 
~at. 1!¥!¥'6 



' 
Xn th1'1 n~x.t t,o th® last ~h.ap,er ot e, lllt~lllUll~lhX d 

Jidi1:ta1i1 !i('lH?iOh.~l ~eai'tHiit«H!t $Umm~r.1z~1u·;1, and aynth0s121ea, 1m 

a.n att~mpt 'l}Q $:R:prc.1H1UJ ·~he bEilirt of h1a tla&ught~ J!~~aOb$l 

~:ri t1.oiSl!$1 rel1e;1on tori ha.vine; dons- .mo:r.'4$ 1tto canoniz~ Plle

Ju41o«u~i than ''O W~$~'tifle fe:l"' t:rutb3 to. p@t~tt;y th~ iiuie:reid: 

than te eanotif.;y the 1u1ou:t&~;1111t 

llihat 1~ an idel? A tM~nEg,, a :ro:r1;1ei a person,, 
t1i. g:roup. an in1tat11t1on o~ an idea ff r-ee;arili'itd 
li.m aup:ri~i.nn~. God fl.lone itl 1upr\liune,. 

litit-V'ing Pf.IHl(iid 1.h• ~b7t1Ul ~t pae;an.1$mll\ Judaism i.e 
ot't~11 a lon~lf • unpareeived vo:toEJ. rai~eid. a.e;a1tuA+t 
me,n' ·~ eonv:t:r"i:lng 1n.er~Nm"n1a.ls into :f'1na.111'! Wt 
~r1e Bl, t~ha..ll.@nge tto the iaove?*11.d.e;:nt;r ot any o~e 
vs.luiu wb~the:r i,it@ be th.0 $e')l') 1 the stai*1t n&t\UJft1 
Ot1" bee,ut,f, '1 · 

N•ith1$r the la:ws of th11 '!o~ah ner: ltt0lN~ih1pjl i 1H<J$l:r • a:re 

ab~ol.ttt*!H:l. 

N~t..hine; flxist.~ t!)l!" 11ui o\lin 11e,tfll 1 noth~.ns le va114 
bf lts own rtsl:\'1. 'WhSt.t s0em$ to be a purp()~~ 
:tri out a ~tation on the J>ot.d.. All 1$ $~-b in the 
db1•n11on ct 'bht' :ht)l.y'" All 11 ~nd.ow~tl w:t \h 
b$a~ine; on God~ _ 

f!"J bt i'l If $W i.1 to ir'$nounee al,le5.~.&tnoe to f~ltat> 
goet.e. t· t~ be $•:ru; i ti V$ ti() God• e 1n:flin1 te 1 tak:• :tn 
$Veiry ftrd. t~ a1 tua. tiit1n J to b$llltt' w, .. t,n,es s tt> !U. a 
_p1?~te11u~e 1:n the hc;u%,!I~ (tf 11$ ~.Hnle~&lm•ntt to :t'tift""' 
membeir' th.at tht wo:fl4 .1• itni*e4e<tmt .. d.. We a~• 'be.rrJ. 
to b~ $,ft anaw~:r t~1 Mis QU(lHiJt1on11$6 

What ie th~ me1in1:ng of ~•$p1r1 tual. r~• ttepi:ri.ttaei.l 11 

tht r~tereno<t to i'th• \;r$.nl~•ndEllnt in oiu"' ~xi.~teruu~, the 

d1r·$t;lt1on ot th.Et HEllf'f!i tQward th& l~yond. u 

l:t .. 11 1ll)J>Oli-.lble to s~s.sp lp1~1t in itltl&lf. 
Spirt.t is ai. ~· th~ turning or e.ll b$1ng(!. 
to Gods it is •1waye mert than-
~n4 auJM~ IS)Jf '°"" what we art'! and, know,J9 



teti, th~ S~b'bath. 

What im the S~tibf.1.tibt . A tAemiruier ot ®:VEtr'J rruttl - ~J 
:roy&lt7~ ~n a'boli tion of' the d1tlt1netioli of! nults .... 
te:~ !tnd al~.V¢:J.~ i~t~h ~l.nd pot,">X\i a~uJoaas ~lld. fetil~~•· 
To Q~lfibl"'ate \be: Sab>l,ath !~ ti:> eltpe:tl"i•tice one• a · 
u.ltima.t incl$p~ndeno11t o.t e1vil1zat1C1n and. soeiet.1~ 
of ll\\QJ:d.e·w-$mtn\ 4'nd fll.UX:lety.. tku~ s~,bbath 1e 1.n 
embodiment o:r the belief tha't al.l. meJ:i a.re ~qtiala 
a.nd the:t •qu~litf of ln.!$l'n mea..U$ the nob1l .. 1t1 et 
iueii. 1"1t; g:re.g.tes'fi $ln of man 1e to fcre;eti tihal, 
h.e is 1)1!. pr1uQfh 

fhei .Be.bb.fl\h 11 an 1.iu~\t:raru:)e th.at tbe ep1:rit 11 
g~e~titi4 than th~ urd;v~vs~, that be;ro.nd. tb.a gco4 
11 ~b~ b,¢.).lf 11 fhl· ur~!.'11'0~1Ei w~r~ Qttea·ted in si:lt 
dQ71, bu.ft ·t.h.e ol:tm.~x ct Ot"$~t:t.o.tl was the $.~V~nth 
<l&f • fhin.f~a tha.t come into 'b~ins in th~ •1x da7$ 
6\ .• :re .. s.oo. d; bu.··· ... ·· t .. the a~v.~ai·Mi~day 1~ ho.ly. fb+il $(17l.l) ... 
bath irJ n():UtMt!t~ .11 .llll•uO 

w:na.·~ 11 it to 'b~ a lew? 

!c be ~ J~w ia to aftirtll 'th.ti! wo~ld wt thout bting 
en11lavf)¢1 it) its t,o 00 ~ par"t of 01·1Tiliz~at1i(Jl'l and 
·1t,.o go b•. 1. ond.. ~.ti.f. t~ \lc;niqu.ewi. epaoe a:nd t.o s~Gt.it1 
tim~.., l~da.ism 1~ .ta~ at. . ·. ~10ll;l.a~~ 
tH111i1ot1f1eat1cm (If' t'l·m•, ~an~t . on o .· mtt, 
s~mrtit:t~a"ion of l'ii$'tf);ry. · 

'fl~ oonaeerat.i&d. man 1s he -who knowe bow 'ho 
.~anutify \1.t~~. Not deo£;l1 v~d; by the t pltnd~l"' ()f 
11&p;a.Q~ill 11$ ~a.a.ins a:trt4mt1vfll to di.Vinti ie.qf.lnt 
~t th~ wh.1~l1ns wht~l ~f :u.ving,. 

In the t•1naJ .. oh~,pt(i}~ ( 41>) ~ n~aob.~$}1 e;i·v-ef~ us thtl 

m1·•tique of k lit»6t liH!Ud... What :ta. the mea.r1ing o:t 

J~wilsll l@Xiarterw~? ::i:~ it worth the pr1c~? 

w~ a.i~~ th.~ most ehallftng·ed peoplfl iu11d~u;i tbEi i:aun~ 
Oil:r wx1at01t~~ 1~ ~'· ffb.et• supef'tluoit$ ot:t 1ndii
pense.ble to ihe WQt'l.d.J 1 t 1$ ei thij:r t:tag1Q ()~ 
holy to t~• a J~w.ca 

I 
. I 



fbe Jewi!?h }.'1$e»Pl.4i<l did not GeHne into b$1ng by aooi.dent 

H~d' s v:trdc1n. of J;araGl ~1amEI! t:\rt11t ~.rid l.!n-ily 'f:.h~n did we 

amne into the wo~ld$ ~ 

Wluit we h.a:1re J.~ar.r>ned from ~rewi~h histo1'\~~ .1a tha.i\ 
1:f' ~ man 1a. not mt:u'11$ than hum~n tb.0n h~ is l~1.u1 
than hmn&l.nl!I Jttdairnn 1s ar~ att{tH1lpt to xrr.ove 
that in ~:rdeitm 'to 'b$ ~ man~ .1ou b.aV$ t~ b~ me:r~ 
th.~;:r1 ~l n'lf'U'.l.t that :ln orde:s.>\ to bG a I.leople W$ he.v• 
~o, b~n~!r~ tha.n a i'opl&~ -. Israel. we.1 madt> 'till)· 
l>e_.):i, hol.ir people. Th~.s .if!! t1h0 EH~Sel'lQS of 1.tl 
di ty aind the ~asenoe Qf its me~1 t., Jude.1 $ln t 11 . 
a ult to ete:r.ni,ty; ldru~h11' wlth ul·tima.t4i reality.GJ 

ISRAEL• A SPIRITUAL OFU'>Ii;R 

Why :t~ out~ belengtns \o th~ JEiw1~h p$O~l.is; a..· 
aaiti:t'11ed ralatio11? l'.e~a.~l is a S"'' ri · .· .~ 
in which the human and the u:Ltimat,$; '''·'iU1ira1 
and th$ holy ente:f'' a :i.a.st1:1:1g OQVE!ma.11t.i 1~ .wh,1oh 
ktnship wlth Goi1 ta nQt an ali!)pil'at.:ton: bttt a · 
~0ta.li ty of d~s tinr • fofl' us J~w1 th:~;rt 1a:n b' 
no telloweh,,p with G-od wi·th.out ·the tello·wlllh:lp . 
w1 th th$ pE)t)pl~ X~ilt4a$l. · Ab.e.ndrm!ng J.a:ra.el~ we 
dell!er·tt Ged"' · 

tTewiJ.th eix1Hte:ne~ fJ.s not r.n1ly the adh.iS;t"0tl04l to 
}'lat•tiei,le,r dootriines a.nd e:fbaer'\ranqeB ~· but p~1· 
m~rilJ ·bh.e 11:vtns the· Jews of the past and 
iH:ib the Jews of , 111"e£H11nt ~ tt i~l net onl7 . 
a oe.rita.tn qua.:u. t;r in th$ soul~ ot ·th.t 1ndiv14ua1.;M 
bu·~, pr1m~;u,"'i11 the ~.:tt1stei1oe of' the oom1nun1 t;v at 
l:SJ?tZ1i.tl111 lt 1a 1'<eftl1~;r. $.n e~pe:rietlrl~ nor a. OflldJl4o 
neitt!H~ thG ;posr~$$.~d,qn of ps;r~z:i..1.e tf"a.1 t1 n1u~ lb• 
~,c~®J'ltm10G ot ,a theol~n;ioal doctr~.:ne~ but tbt 
)~1v1n~ 1~:n e. holy i:Um~tns.:tonw in a 11:1ri1r11nAal. o~d$r. 
Om:~ sba:r$· in hollnems wti e..oqitl.l:"l'il by 11vtn11 :l:n 
th~ J®'vd. ilb oormnu.n1 t~y ~ Wb.~ t we do l!J!,S ind.1 v1dualft 
i,~~ ,tl, t,;cr~iiri,.al tll'd,F-'10d.l!IJ~. Wha,t ·w~ ~tte.in &ia:i J:a~aeJ. 
oa.tteHH1 tu:i to grow in.to · the bif1:n1 ·t;r,:T. 

la:t~~el ia the t:re<11 1 we a.re ·the le~.v-ea It :Ct i,$ 
the 0J.ingir1.g to th~ si~t'>m ·bh.61.t kee:rm U$ a11v$., 
Thlflre b.a.e p~:rbaps neve~ bi'f:l:n · moz·~1 neEtd of J"t~da.11m. 
tho,n in otu:~ timoj;\ ~ time i:n which many ehex~t~hGd 
hOI)t<!:Jr, ot hum~n1 ty l.1e Ol"U~hedl'r We $\hould be 
pio:nee:t."ei aa we~e ou:t1 fa then:•u thr.e.;:- t.t.u'..iluei.and ,yea.r' 
ago.. The future ot all m.~n depends upon iluiilP, 



r.e!il.U ... ~.1ng that th~ £Hn1se of boline1e 1e a1 
vital atm ba~.lth* ly follow1ne; the iJ'1$Willih w~1 
ot lit' Wit 11a1n:~ai:r1 t.ha.t se1'u:ltt and prt1'iUl\l!'V~ \ht 
light to1~ m.a.nk1nd t jl1l tut\u:1e v1~1o:n$, 

F.,e1ongl.:ns t.t') I1i•a.el is :l.n i tt1elf iil. apb'l>1tual 
S\O', It, 1.~ utterl.1 ineonv~n1Eit1'tf to 'bG s. JffJw. 
~;he ir~:r;y survi v~l .r"Jf (liu.1~ peopl.e '·l!l Q ~· ~· 

~ Wei li·ve bi spit& of p@:ril. V"ft1 
nee 1~ ei.. r®:fu1al to 1u:t"v~nd.f.~r to noi~male70 

t0 mie<.rur1 ·ty a.:nd ()OntfoJ"t. J!:Y.:pe:r·ta i:n tun~i.m111ittl~l'la1 
'tJ:w Jewftl;. oould b1wvE? diaa.p;peia:t""Elld ev411r.1. befo:r4i the 
r.'l.i:MTte>$ ot modei"ri natiions were known. Still W$' 
ei,rEi? pa tiE)t.rt. Qnd etuU"'isb th$ wJ.ll to p~rpetuat• 
Otl:rt? eiiuu~no0. Jswiah f~1 th eon.ai~:rt.e of a'itallh• 
:meti'' to God,, e:ttlll.@hment to Wox~ah, 4.and attaeb-
ra~n\ to Isx~a.Eil. 

:tiu:%'tel.' ~ tr.:pe:r.ie:ruu~ ~:f tl·~d 1'.fd.a :r~ot e·V'ol""'•d t:rom 
s~at"'Olle Isr~.&l did not d:l.wio.ovox· C'tHi111 la.l"a.e1 
wa~ d.iia~cnre:red. by G:od... Jti<lt"l-iam ls · ' m&!I' 
, ·' ·· ~ The n1 bl.e 1s it reoovd o:r e ap;pt'.llo.,tiih 

H $ peo:r;1le f, Mox~e sta.t$me:nt~ ar~ found in the 
l3ible a.bou·~ (lo<.\'$ lOV$ fori :tu .. "e.lel t.h.1.n a'bout;i 
Isx*a,ttl ';, lov~ tr.n~ God. 

We h~:ve not oho$•n <iod1 Hai bas 1;:1hoeit:n iu1 Ii! fh.$:fll 
is no cwruu~pt of a. oho•u»n God 1:.ru.t, thai"lfJ ta tl"lt 
1d0a of a oh,ose11 p1ople .'If ~be 1t1ea ot a oho sen 
peol>l~ dt:HiH3 n4':rt $ttggiru~·t. the pr~~f$r1Mioe t<:>>:t '
peo1;,l~ ba.e~d upon a disu:t"imin<S1.tion among ~ 
ni1mb~l" of :people~ • W~ , do not may that we a.~e $. 
4iHJ.po:r1or p$Qpl!t, fh~ ~'0ho~~n peoplein~ niee.n1 t. 
paop.1$ &l)Pl')oaohed. *-nd ahom~n, lly Cfod111 flie sis• 
nii"i~a>::ice of tb~,t'!J, te.:t"lm :tr~ g~n."iu1n~: i~l l'el~tic1ri to 
C1"t."iti ra't,.h$:t~ t~han in r~lation to o·thel' peopl~e~ 
l:t s$,g:n:tf1$S n.ot a quaJA1 ty inhe:r.·&nt in tbt 
'.Qtopl~ but ai, t•al~tioneh.1p betwe~n th.0 p0~ple an!:! 
Go~1.6.t} 



W11.e!f& no otne~ r$lfevel1<.Hf'P is oit~411 th• r~tet:'~l'lOt 11 t@ 
A.J t. R.$.schal11 tj'~§, ,ill l~N;,~ s!' &I• 

, I 

' ! 





dha.pt•:r+ ItJ: 

Di ~Q¥S®D~~- 1lti §ll'Sai&if 

fh.11 m~·n~t ~isni:t111fiti1t t'aOt. a'bout th~ do~umtntat!oa 1t 

that,. it 11 theirt, ~:h.11/l! rtu1,.:rk 18 not ma.de ta~,&tlou~17. :Jet 

would be t~:t:r 'ti'> @taf t.het11 mo:r11 than an, c-ftiht" majo~ ~on!i@ 

t1,mpora:r1 thinke:r~ Dr. H•eahel do~ument1 hi1 philoac~:r Qf 

l\l4(l.i.&ttm with v~t~enet• t(f l$1W1i!ilh lllQU:r1'C1~1u.l. ?:hi; tb1H111 n~t 

ltlfl)a.n that othe:r '\hink•r.B e.:r1 l$SS Jtw1sh111 Suter it d&lif>' 

in~iln tne.t tht ~oot.1 of He1chel' i thought ~fl* ~~e •1;1111 

vteible. 'both t~ t.ht ol>\eiua.l ~•ad•.v and to tib.e ~tri~u1 stu

dtntn, !fhe 0:tu&u~l reM.deri e~nnot ~$ad th• num.•rou~ 41~i&et 

quotem an4 illuut~~tion1 wi th~n•t being 1mpr.tH.Uiltd11 both 'bt 

th~ ~xti~:nt ot th~ l•wi.eh \.11af!U.t1.otl e,n4 by M$1!:1Ch&l'' know

le4e;it of 1t~ Th• 1.&t»flioiu.1 1!1',udEint 11 e;tven th~ opporotunt:tr 

to tl1'a~• manr ldea1 bt!.1,0k \o iha1~ e.ris,.nal 1ou:r<We in thii 

ae;~diQ lit$:ratiari•"' JU$'tA 'bf p:rtv141ns tht do~wnentat.ion.41 

Rl.bbi He1oh$l 1~ perfo:rmins ai,. va.l\labl11» t?iervio(ii) t<> hdaism" 

H• i' transmit>tins to tht ne:nt g$n•,.,t1on of etud.1tnt~ a 

'Ub$'bl!tntlal. port.ion ot ~gad.it) tu:>u~e:e me.t$'r:lal ~~la.ting to 

J~wiah :re11giou.e. tht>ught.. ~hi1 rans~ and b:ves.dtb ot H•eoh1.tl'1 

kntwltdge ot th.Et aour~f9s 1.$ a~1rt(.)undins11 B• usetB 1:nnunH'?l:"tt:ble 

11.bli~al quot~aJ1. rne.k~!iJ t:requen·~ :ref't~tno~ to midieva.l 

J~w1sh wri ttr$ • and. o~e~S1f>nt.tllf :ret\t:r1 to a lllCHiem ·1Gw1sl\ 



e.uth~:r. (Thim pf.>:rtion of th$ df.'H)tun~ntta.tion 11:) •:itcltui~ul 

f;ri¢m the pr•sewi~ ~·tt1.\!ly.) lut b1$ ue!'41 c;f th& ra.bb1n1o 

~gad1o 1.;H')~.t:r~~u:1 i.e i:r,;J.l.l p~od1e;1ous ® In ~nt> iu~~tton alone 

(th$ $EM;~t1on 1.U\d,1>r· 1tuq) ot b.1$ maJo:r wo:rkll Sh!d .11 l•'°'tfh 
'·"' 

it ;Ma;- 1 .rbi•n11• !t. JMi!:ia~ se1t1on x:n:~ bil?!'~WUh 

PP111 1a1 ... 4ses. Hta(Jhel l"1$f.;r• dil"ti~\l;r to no t~wEu:'l t~ 

l,!)0 1ou:retl!!e in tht Ta.l.mud tllfnd M14re.~h" In add.1 tion, h• 

t• not ~or1t.ent \~ :r.et\ltr.11t h1m•elt \o j~at a f1$W ot the 

M1d:r"a$hl~ and t~lm.ttd1~ b~oktll 11 In tb.11 'l?a.tmudl'! b~ x:.Ettt:rl to 

f1t\e$n d.1fft:r~:nt traot~tllile. 1tr~tiu~1ns De1Nlohot and Stu11.'bb~1. 

Ot QQ'U.f'lt ~ 11rklllt Avot, · 11 well mb1$t\3 and \b01Jt$ a.re d,1pl 

in.to othil:' mi1hn~;vot a.nd Tt.itlmud Jtiiueb.alm:l t<>~ got« 

me1.11ure. Xn th~ Midra.stb.il Heach.l(l)l :ref@rt;i,1 to Just aboU'br 

11vexl!1 souro~ book that 1; 1.ve.1le.b.le$ 'hi'#/ 'booluJ !:>t M1d:ra1h 

l~b& ~:rt combD4~, Mtth:t1te.. tH.tr• to neute:ront.unf a,nd. 1:14 ... 

~aeh f&'bil.l~.m aom~ in tot'1 m<>r• tb.$.n t:l\l. p1.as1ns rruH1tion~ 

w:b.il' th.0tt~ ar' auuitttrt4 1ft.f'e~eru)•i.!! 'tto fti1.nhwna 11 S1f:r•r; 

Firk$ de kbb1 1:U.•1~:r. ftHIAitta :etabbitt.:l* 'fa.lkut Bh1mon:tll! 

M:id:r®.ah Miah.if!,, Paslk't$ df bv Keth~na and Sl1.tr• tt Numb1:rs ~ 

:De~p1.t@ the vol;mn11 and ?aritty f.>t se:u:rt:HIUJ Eimplt);y~d. 
' 1 

n~ti on• inatano& ~t' a d1rto\ mteqm~te was found. · Almos.I 
a 

!l11 aou:rt1.1~e were :ta.1thtul11' t~e.netri b$d and. tr9.nel~:~ed.& 

Whllll'~t a ~ou:rQ$. waia par.a:phra.eedt-1 the pa:ra.pbria.$$ was fa1 thtul 



I. 
[ .. 

to tlle Stlrtsia ot th' Griginal, Th• t:ranal&tton1 W$~e tht 

stt.Un.1~~ flt• as e\OOd 1.s. • er be·~tar· tht9.n the· So21oino i~11t~1· 

lat101t1 ()f th.ti ~fal,m:u.1.'.i 8il1d Mid.:ft\ah R~bba. On.ly f.1ve re-
' ) 

fer~n(U!Mi wt:r$ in(H)'.rflE)t>t.17 o:r p0orlt not.at~d.. 

In view ~t th\l t~ot tha.i lletaQhflil hae 1titti!ilE10t4I~ h1&J 

.sour~$ mat~n:~1~1 from th~ $nt1r~ e~pa:nJ£J11 ot f'itbb~.tt1f6 11~el?a.

turit~ we would. t:it:PEH1lt & va;r1et1 ¢i»f dooum~n·tat.iotL, fnl.1 

is •o. ine t•:rs• pt tb;f t1Hi\f1ngl!l! t:ri11em the :tt:rk:e Avot it.~• 

i;a~1ly 1p~tted$ t®)~ge~ ?'$ntark~ by G'thli'll R~bbis'~ or v1.~!ou1 

1n~u.v.idu~l l1'$l'ibi~ EU,,• inelud~d<li M1dt-a.f!th1• a.ri} used t~~e

qturtn\11 'bJ~ th.ff ~l«!IJIJl.de:r la not uiiuall1 e:i:uj\U.Ubflt>~4 with 

m1dr>$.fllh1c tilt7le1!! Unl•~s th.ei;y really add to the uu.aia:n1n1 

ot wh'-t i$ being $aid.~ tl1t- t)piining and eGn~ludi:a! ver1tuila, 

and the p:l!i'oot texte a:v!llJ omit't$d.. Am will bt ?lf)t(:)« belt)W11 

H~sfll'.t'l often d.111111.rs tht\1 knaolt of getti.nf; t.o th$ heia.r1' of 

H~aohel u11ea th~~~ m~thod'5 ct 4~o\un:ent.at1on. fltt 

f1f'l1 11 th., 1d.m;ple metb~d. tt~ illtH~i.\rat1en. M$~chel wf.11 

$t,,,.sit& ta.n imp~r·t,.~nt p:ropotd. ·~1onw Ol'I b.$ Will II.ta.kl@ anf klfllll 

@t a.$olarl;};'\lV«t 1ta\emtn'tl1«~ Then h' bring1 1n ~n a.gat.1. 'o 
illust;ra t• t:he point that he hits a.l~$lidy msi.d.Jt111 ~ OooatJ1.otitrlilly fl 

1tnti1rq$ maahalia are q\U,)\~1Hl a& lll.u1t:raUon{ill,. fh~ a11eoni. 

nt¢tt.hod ot doeum•nt~~tion i• Q m~GJt t:ra.di tioruitl 0n0, ho&:t~y 

with revered. pr~t•d.~nt~ '.fff;!l.1\0htil will make a. po1:r1t11, a.u4 

theJtiiJ in Gff$t't$ ~itfll an. agada a; a p;r~ot t$~t® fht'U'li 

-. ·~ .. _ ·! 
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Xi~1oh~l U$$$ asadio ~vl~:t~m$11'~.$ tb~ way thE> :vabb1$ ot'(t tib.• 

agt;tda U@l$d B1.bl1cal W»ii&m- a.141 :proo:t t•lt:iHts. :tn 'tih~ ta1r4 

metbQdlf fl<;;aiohel litel"al.lf ap~~ke thrious;lt the dG($tUn$~'~e:ti.ion., 

He~e~ he w1·trh~l.d.s hi.~i t~w11 x~ne+~:.t·1~1" pa~itt:l:llg the r>8.'bb:l'4 

to iH'>~f:i.k d11'•$c·~ly f!>\t'~ hitn(!I '?h1·'> 1"' ~ometilllf¢S ·t.he most 

~f:f\:,~·t~i ve 111.etbod ~t 4ocument~\1oi·.il!i 

~l'Mi1ll$ t.i:ri* 1.nEm7 i!ll~atit.ple~ of ea~h method.* 

~~it 1611AI~ 

lil Iiemu~hel g1v111 v.1 a ltmgtb.7 &itttl fllocr~.:u!int dttin1tiion. 
4 

~t halacba and. a.e;adlll.111 'Ch~n~ bf we.y of' d~11~:r\w h.$ ~apa 

hill .tetini tion with th• f@lll~wi~ mid:r1.td.7.. 

Wk\$n l:Soa~e bl•·li•d Jaocl, h~ 11Ul•1ti uGed e;:tve 
th.$tt ;th~ a.e·v.r ()f th• hGiav~n~ tlw riat . of tbe 
•art.h, ~8d J~l•nty of. '-'O~rl. ~nd w1n$ .. *4 Ft•mta~ke4 
tllt) M!l.dl"i!.S:h$ ff!)tiiW Of h-&VBU !& Si;u!'iJ'>'tli'U:.:!~$i; thli ·. 
fat of 1'hA • 11 mtsbnia.a., oorn ia hal.13..~hat 
wine it as~d~.' . 

2 (Ii Ue,1ui1hel etat.1Hl that ttwnen the 1!11\w beo(Zit1Ull$ ~ ... 

t~ttl~d ~f;l.~. ouri obih'll:rva.nctv m•1:nan1tEJtl,. w~ 1D f'aot vl0l~te; 

and dii1rti~:rt. 1. t1 Vftt17 epi~l \ * 1' th~ P~flSQlll wn() ((tlnae~V:$il 

the law mec!te~td.~a:J.l,7 11' a "focl;t1h ptllllti1t.$ ~' fh~ .a.gad& 

1lliu;.i·t~·a:t~0 t.he \t1t~m "t~e~11$h p1tt1•ih M 

\fh4il:t 11 ai. f~clt~n pl$ti.filt? A womfiul ls drownt~ 
in th.fl t>1 vel', Qn.d h11 aar.f,) i It 11 1mpr:op':r ft;)r 
rA@ t~o l~ok upo:ri h&r &l'lt ttef'JQ'Ut h~:r. i 

:;.. Has(tliel 1ta.t~$ that in p$Jrfo~m1ne; mlttrrot;~ cnf> 

g:t)~~ beyot"ld, th~ ;1.dee, ot· 'i<m1t6:'tt1,,n e:t CU.vi,nlt;r~ "Saore4 



e.et~tll' mi t~nrot.t do xiot only imi tat to~ thtt:J r$pV$fll&nt. tb.t.l 

»1vine., 'l'h$ m1t$Vat "?'ID o:f' tbe ~~uu:11m·uzy €fJf' God.f» more trha:n. 

woi•l4l;r ways l)f ()Omplying w~. th h1s w1114n ~bo mid1"'t\$h.1o 

~@l.ee:t,11.)f;t.0 $U<Hl3.1'1ctlf br,,.:t'l.g~ ou.t th.a po!lnt, ~· 

xtebbt $in10¢:11.'}, ~Jn. l'oh.a,~ ~t~t4is ~ q'Ho~r ·t.b0 
mi t~vot, t~:ri th121 m~. 't$Vtl\ a:r©l my ti.eput1e$ 1. e.n4 -. 
dt;pil.ty 1~:.1 endewed w1 th. the a1atho1'11 ty of. th• 
P~1nQ1pl~ "· It you h(lfiG:r th$ mi t1:vot, it 1s a~ 
if ;you. br.lntn~•~d M~~. !.f. you d1shoi1ot" them. it. ~.1 
el.El! if JOU d1ihOrlQ:r'$4 !!e."f 

4\11 i1e~{lh~l. 1$'f!,~:t;ee, that rwGod. s.~.d man betve: a te,ak tn 

~omuton aa Wll!:ll ai a common. and nn.ittta.l :ref.1pent$1'btli ty·,.1ffl An 

~11tb?• :midr$,$l't ( e~@ept. for th.lt opening ve:ree) lt qu.otei 

whioh g1v©~ t:i:•tii.dition$.l. si1ppQrt to trh:1e J;lhil01ti>Phf\l) 

Bf~ (Psalma JJh29)ei 
'/! a~ tt!i ma.iu lflv la!i1p ie tn My 

hand, My lerm;p 1n Thinist '1hy l.amp ie 1n Htnfi!- a• 
:lt le ~4''1.dl 11. · 

{f:rove · ,.. ttin 11 

. . . . , indl~ .. tn~ .. p$r~tu~l . ·.·.· p,.. . ~be. 2o~. One . s~i''* 
:tt thou ligb:ttai'i ~ la.mp, :t will ll.e;h~ thin* .. 

slil On ~SH'#CtliiiQfl. ~IOh~l ah.OW$ U!$ that a. rabbln!.' 

Pshal can be Just a1 f.tff~tJt1ve ~n ~· n:it.Hifilll"'U ~ontext aa tt 

was in it; o~1ginal Qtu1tflk:in:t. I$ ma.kes th~ s1.e;n1.t1~anti 

thtolog1eal s.ta\tmen:t that rttae aceflpta.noe ()f IQd mu.s\ 

:P1'~1td$• 1.nd is di&:irM.nguirsh.~lHl t:romJ ~b$ a~e:~ptanoe ·rJtt ib.~ 

otunmt.ndun:t1,,,'1 (Appa:r•ntly. ttd.a is Hesehftl'e .an~w$r t.o 

iht')et Jewa who aay that, it. ts poa.stbl.e \o b• a 3•w·. fll,n(t. 

O'bS(i!IM$ the Vd.t!r~rGt W1~h0\tt to:net:rn fO~ God~) 

+-
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A'i th$ head. ot th~ De(u!A.l(>gu.e ete.nd the wordli!, 1 
S .ili,Jt Id.~ Thtlll Rabbi.a oft~r0<t a · 
pa:ril:ile 111 · ?'! • Empet*ar (i!t:Jttended h1$ l'~$;1.gn ova:r 
s. new P'tf!'JV'im)ti. 81.id h16J at.titndar;.·te.1 "o hinu 
Ii:HiU.e a~me deo:rees wpet11 th~ peopJ,e. ~.it the · 
@mpe;rQ:r :r~plifid$ (Jnl;y at\~:r.· the;r will hstve 
~·@(';&pied. ncy· ld-ns'tip"'°" wtl •. l. i.l: 1~. ~u~ :fU:tret1• 
i'or 111 they do no · ~tHH)P't;i, lllf kingsb l.,iJ how w1.ll 
they <11s,r:ry out tfaf ~!b.:ie:rEli11u~? Likewise, G~ul t&l.itl. 
t~o lerael, 1 ta th. l~fr.i -. nth . 
ki.lll.!,i$l lli, . • • · ei,m S$ Xlf?S ;p :fO'U 
h'a·1r'* ta. upon you?s~l:v~~ in Esypt Ill AnO. 'lrtb'irt 
they s~,1d. t,~ M11u . ~!·as P y~~ i; H!tir cc.~nt3,nuedt. ~Qli\ 
.fhf.~~ a\itv1 ·~ 91'tv~1: • :R.11&4115 ma.~ •~9 

(~,., A. 'b~tJUJ.tifu:t pm;ra.ble 1~ quoted e,s $.:O. int:rotl:uctj.on 

to $,n eri:t.:tre prot;)l~m ... th.a prc,.blem. of iW'Vil. $J 

Mow did Ahrabam ariri.ve e:t hif.> o~rt,,int;r the.\ 
'thex1~ ie a God who · 1s ootitHiu:~n~d w1 th the W():..•l.d'? 
S~\id Rabbi l$a,l!ll.~U Ab:rah@un may be noompar$d, to 
~ man who we,s t~aveli.ng f:rom pl~o~ to place 
when h$ s~.w a ~W ~ tlf1me1.\l} Ie it r.x.:uut1'\'.)1f?I 
'f~hat~ ·th$Xt© 1~ no one who ~~'rlllllii :t·o1:, t11e pala~e '1· 
he wondered. Until. ihe Qwn~tt of the pal.~<Je 
l.eiok:~d at. h~.m and. sai.d~ ':t ()Mn t~he (fwne:r ot th~ 
p~.l~oe" •. 11Ju1la~J.yi Abra.ham ~mfi'.1' t~~ther vn:.>na.ei~ea.$ 
'I~ 1,t ao:nocd .. vable th.at th~ ·vrorld .16Jl w1t™>'1t ~ · 
gu1d~? ~ 1 ·fh.1$ Holy On•1 bl$E&·l$6d be Miai~ 1ook~d 
out a.i14 as.id~ 'I e.m the; Gu:14e 11 the I0'\1'$1'$igir of 
t.he wo~ld;i; '•• 

MeliH:~htl ocn:tt1rm.l\lis $ 
'th~ worl,d 1a 1.n t~m~a. 0or.uitAm$d 'by evil. Im 
it possible that th.erfh iis no on@ who oa:l1'01";10 

7" :ri-1 on~ inatanoe.. Hesohtl t~anst')r1 be~ an e,gada 

into poa't~f • 

I am. a orea,tu:re of God.. 
NJ n®is;h.bo:r ii also. e. u:raature of c~odJ 
My wo:rk is !.n th0 eiit'ty t · 
lris wo~k 1@ in th~ t1~ld3 
:t :r1tH) ea~ly to my wlt~11 
He :r~aes early ·~t) hl.~h · 
Jtu11k'ti as he.ii ie not overib~al(ling in h1a ual.ling, 
So ;,m,·:t not ove:r'b&a.rtns 1n m;r oa.1l1:na;® 



r~u:~nape thou s.ay0mt a 
): C\o gr€la t th1:n.g$ tll.11.d. be doe$ sxntaJ.l tI:\ings J . 
We havt l11nirnt 3 
lt nu~.:1:.te1'lfll l'.:totA \vt~etha:r on$ does mueh. o:r.i :t.1 ttl~~ 
:rt onJ.y he (\.3.r~o·ta hi' hivta.1~t to h~e.v$n, 

1rb1$ ffpo~mn is US$d to 1llu!1ltirate ;, tansenti~.1 p1:>int, 

na.m0lf, that tb.l::l sobola.:t' ~nd tht'!) peasmnt. t\:t~e equal in th~ 
"!'it , .L~ 

eyee. ct God111 

fb.fl method of ill1latlt"atimi. al.though eat$Jf to use.IV 

~~qld.r-~~ a :tine fife for s~lti)trt!iion ei One' m. kn<;)wledg~ c:t 

t.hll!I atgadi~ r~o·u.:t'l'.H~a would hetve to 'b$ bl.,,t':le,d 1.ndt~e<i to P:f~

dutu~ su~h 1Jl, "'tar.iet,y o.:r· d.i~otly 1.llu~trat~!Vl$1 pase1i\l,g~s ci 

~~$ ~xam1?le~1. deso:K<~.bed a.'bove arid ·Othe.1'1ii\I wh1oh w1.l1 toll.,w~ 

1:n41~a:t.e tll~.'f;, Hei\swh~l Pt'Hl~~'Uiil\1lllH~f.il elaoh c~:n ~ye tor ae.lf.u.vt:l\1th 

~! !?&?<>:& Wtx·tt M~ ·~hod 
'.Ch.ta& me'th<Hi is U$iwd ;t,n si. X1101t mat·t~n .. "J"Qf ... fa!'.rt way Iii, 

It 3-e p11u11~il:>l:ei ·th.at H!i'hsch~l i~~ i1otr *V~n om:t.eoio1.:tsly awa:r,ti 

thst~ n~ 1a em:pl.oy1r1g 1tit Y$\k it~ w.-1uld. b~ natufl'al fQ;,r 

(!;1,Jq tt;(lh.ola:r~~ who 1G ~.mm&:t"eed 1:n thf ra,bb1n1o sou.:fo&0$ t4' 

us~ thi1 motSt t.rad11'io:n~il me\hoil of dooi.u.11e:nta.t,,on~. leiUlhel 

U~\ntll;r 0?1d.ts tb~ phreA.$~ V« 1N10e - ~e. it 1a sa3.d .. • X'fk l" 

~uppl1ed in tibit11 .follt<.;iwing fll:X~mplttl in 1Z1rdt1~ to makt th.ft 

p~:rall$l wt \\h. th~ ano1~~t method. pai1~m:t.J.1· olee;a,:lfi!. 

l. llescbtl .ata\ee wll9.it iE~ ~eQ.llr a: J~wi1h do~ma 

Wb.liilln l~~ t!i\e.ya ~ 

We are tau3h.'t> i.h~tlj/ IJ 111.· th.a rJ.n.tp:rEtm~ im;perat1V$ 
1tia n(;lt m0l?el1 to b~l1ev~ 1.n Ch)d but .. to do t.ht 
will of lo4i ( 9'9 1 t 11 m~1 t1»1r1 .• t~ ·~~Bi bold as a. 
letp®l.'Jll!!dlll 11.ght ~s e.1i 0&,gl~~ swift ta.a a dte)l"{) 
arid atioone; ara a lion J! .~ the w1l.1 ct you~ 
Fath~:r who is irl hta.ven111D 



'lhen"t1> i~i a. relt:J,tionah:'lp hetwe~n a mi tflntal1, and, it~ 

x·~n\l'ard~ 

The d.e@d and the t"E.\W@,:r.d mtaet. c;:omllill togetheri·, 
{but,:11 ~~e lt :ts w11'1!ittein11t) 11 '.IDe noti H.lte 12111-:~:r·~V'~w.1.ts 
who serve ·~he maat~r toll ·t.he ea.ke of ~$Oetvi:t'1s 
"" """•l.<ll,.0$' 1">41 "''l.~·t "-•:111 ''i 1 '"A ~J 1;&""'""1' :n·!. "'' pl,~'~ ",•:i.·1~·1r'"" .,;. '1,l•'ll tltli ..\.":..il":•vt..",,...,\Aj V~ t.:t<.,.._ .. ·_.,.-.r.i...."..f k,!•~J~"Vf:.:.i,.,.,, t~g .'dl.:\M .. ,.,;i ~!t"11 .. ., \lij(t.~ e,.p.f...~ 

m.si,st$:t:~ ·with.out thf~ expecrti:.:ttio:n of l"1~oe:lvins a 
Jl.·G.· vt2ird., ~rt ( ~'tnd,. as. 1:ti .. 1.is wx ... :'l:t::t~~nl!! ) .. n1:tth.q r>Gws~:rd 
ot a i~i·tf~Vtth is t'lh.e id.tcwah 1:h$elf' • 191' 

The ~mpi'H!1.'.s1:Ls llpon ·the ~or1ao:tol:u~r.i.e~rn car, mi tsvi!Ikh 
niuat i1.ot i.n any W&':f weal\$l1 our. f1.ttent~.v.$t1&ss to· 
the f'~~<d} ·t:uho:t. w~" 4.-ou•e always l?C1s.dy ·t~rJ bei1:t't'1.f lU,m, 
\ha:t even wh1lfi'it engF;t~Jt?d in a r1e;h.teoue .~-0tt we 
<'l'l<H\) ~""'."""""''@·'' ~ .... !:\\ll ,.,. ~ll'il 1i"" .11· f"' '''""~1 i-·!• "'"' ~. f~'!l'"" '~"· >l), c,,,,,e '""~~,,,,,,.,µ .... 1,J,,.. ~~J;,"'"* .... ~, .,.1.1 ..... ,., ••• t_, ... ~,t;:,,,,,~ 1 '"~"" ... ~l?liJ 

::ru.fle ot tb1"fJ1f till the day of thy dtae:th. '~l.4 

l~®sohel OPPCH9lee. t~~ OV&r$mphas:La tiha.t the funde.men• 

t~<LlJ.ll.·iJ.~ plt-:1.ce on rw·,J.1!':',,cl'u:t,. when· h.a- aay.s ·that 

~~he 1slor,.f'1.oaM.on of the law eu1d the 1.neist,f&:tlee 
upci1 i:ts f;lt~iot obr.~~vanoa~ did 11ot lEH;1,d. the 
B;::i.'bb1s to a d~1.f1oation ()f the la:w • ( ~~ 1 t 1~ 
said,) 1~fb~ Sabbath 1.tll given tu:1to youtt not you 
t1x.1.to the Sabb..a;tb~n15 

Tb.4' ~u.p"m.$ d1gni ty· of nti tBvah 1$ of ~\leh 
epi1~i tual p(llwe:r tne.t 1 t ga1n$d a pos1 tlotn of 
;px•1.incto7 ove~ its antonym\'! ui!MtHll~l7 ll a in or • 
Ev·$n th& min ot Adam we.fi desor:t bed. a.a Q. ,01iu1 ·~ 
;a m1 t11Jveh.~ Aft$:f' th~ to:rbidden tt~utt:t~ we are 
1;.!:)l.d.. thei~ e~ve1~ were un~:l.o!i!i~cl aw1 utthe;y k.nww. 
th~;y w$re naked" (Genee$,a Jfl).,. (as it ts •a.ll~) 
~. 011ei m:t·tsv.:-tih wei.a ~n ... i.:M1sted 

1
to themp and they had: 

at1~,.pp~d tb.entae.lvas ot 1$~ 't 6 

J~~w:1c:))h. t:i.'tad1:~1ont while (}OrlllHliouLa\ ot the 
posei'bili'\:tea ())f ·evil ~.n ·t;.he gcH!H:t.9 st:r,!iH!l1$S> the 
posia!.b1l1t1es nf fuli1ther good irt the e;oodf) Ben 
A~tam.1 sa,14~ "Bl. ~ager to do a. tnino:r :m1t$Va.h, 'e.nd 
tl~G t:rro~r t:re.n gr~saion.3 . to~ C>ne mit$Vah lead.a tt 



{bri:ng:a on) a.nottU!il'lr m1tsvan.., and on~ tran,~ ... 
g:rea~~1cm lea.<ls to ~mot/IJ..et~ 'ti:t"'~~.ltu,gt-~~sSiio:n; fo:r 
th~ ~ew~iilld of 9. mit~vah '·s ~ miti:rvab.~ a)ld th~ 
x»Erwc:1.rd of' 1E1. ·tii"'~insgl ... f3~Ulj .• ~:i:n :ts ~ t,1"'a:n~gr~ess1·':'>~hl7 

2 • :tl'>. t:.h~ abcrve examplet$ i' HAaep.el' ~~ at.a:f~emen:t.s ·and 

hi,~ agatlit'll proo:t~ 't1tnt·t.s1 follow on.a upq.;n ·i:.be otb.i1);r. In thEi 

following it~x.a:inplia ii the: p:r1oof te.xt, 1s toux1a. i:n t~he notQs 11 

t'.i'Utt th® \tt:lfJ.ge :l~ th.e !llattM'h 

N~l"I dOit,'lr:J the tet~m . VO , O()rlllllf~.ndml!):nta It· $X,PlrfiiUJ 
tl1e totality ot"' lil a .llllh Th.ei ar.~@ptanee of {fo~. 
mu.H·t pr•eo$d~, t~n~R tva dist1ngu1t~h~d f'rom 11. th!$ · 
r~crn(')ptl1lno$ uf th.4al tJ.t'J1mrne.1iidmeri.t~ it (a.a tr~ i.s t'l"P1ttenj\J~8 
r" t·"(; &N :: .f.~' ·~I;,( f ~.· ''N~r ~\N~~ j' -~}Nf \c~")''o1r i ~ ~~i 11).1 """" ·•)'Nk 

,;\,3N \«"t i·\"6 L~:i?i }~) '}tikt ilf,nJ"'I .P'Ne .. .1~)1->lfll in·· 1··r1: i.;:q1~e. .. ,,~., 
3~ l\fo :r«Jl!g1omi a@t~ 111l p1'lop~rl7 :f.ulf'iJ.llS'd 
unleas 1 t i~ el.one with ·~ ·tdlli,ng h.ea~t and. & 
t)l"'~V:t:og eou~ . ., ~ ., Above all.,, thei Tox~l'..,,h. e.ska to~~ · 
l.cn.re" it., l.OV$ im thG pu:r:p,;s$ f~t all. m,. t.~11otit 
(n11~ 1t i,ki said.@) t'AJJ, ye d.;,;:i ~hould. 'be done f)'Ut 
ot' lmre. ~19 

:rb.i~ aga.di.c re:r~er~noe :ta t:t.n ~:ic~ei~:i;rt*. f':rr;1nl &. mid.~&.sh wh,.ob 

3r$tM.':bru 1')"'1S)"t ~~If :f"YC:.\ '"\i\I i\c.J'\ \c1"1le f'.t.:1 1 :;; rt::· 4~)) ,.J)k '.) ;~~k r 
f~ f ns r ') .;)e r; 'f k f: ~ e), \ .~ .. , k 1 p I ee F ';'!~ e::\ ·1 i e:ltkl~ f, ::~i.t:·:) 

"' (": ' ' i r l'"'::t r 9 ,,,(~f'l f.i.J"1k€ L:i ;.P..:J•';)~k ";'L . .A\<. ~·~.~)Cli. ···~Nh' ·~!N~-f"1 '(~·:'..)"' 

, ';') ~ ') fc.:11/ k..\lc ;P' e fl! I ;·v; k.} 
':h@ m:'.ld:Nu:ah j,,a tH)nQe:rned f&P~U1f1oally with the ai~udy of 

~o~ah$ e.nll net the praoM.$$ or mitflvot. t:n th1s caae, 
' ' 

hOW$'V~r{$ li©SCh.~l, °lakes a g~neral p!':tno~.ple- ti.ll ye do 

~h.Qul<'i. be (ione oitt ()f love- e.n.d fJ,ppU.es 1 t oo:rr~·crt,ly to 

ui:ltsvot$ Meeohel 5.e aayit!@.; thnt l.CIVS ,,.la thfJ ®Xtll\UJ1V(;; 

me-U.ve fo~ To:t.'".9,,ho lfh~ r..11~1rash vate:ra to unworth1 met1V4'$"" 



4. J~wtsh t:re.d1 t:ton does not ma,.nta1n that 
<lilV~r;r iota of the l,(f}.w wtM~ r-evealed ti:). MotUH3 on 
s11·ui1,.. WhU~ 11 an unw~rriant$d ~xt~m.-ton of \he 
rabbinio oonoept ot rev~1at1on. (ae. it :tw; 11u11d~) 
~~oould. M~UU'!HJ h~ve le'-rn$d th~ whol1i1~ '.?or&.h? Of 
'fjh& Torah it .ia e&idMI •Its m$!!ll.$UF'~ ie long$~· · 
than \he earth and bli"loacttm than tilt 1ta ' 
(Jo'b ll.*9h could. then Me~~s hav• le$r>nEid 1t 
in for>tJ 4.ay11 . No, 1 t was onl7 tl1tt pr1n~1f1e1 
th~:rtot (kle.llm) whS.'h Go<1. ta.ugh:t Mitnil~ll~ w .· and.1. 

a1 1 t. is s11id,) t*things not revee.1•4 to M.,sem . 
we1fe rev.eia.l~d to Rabbi Ak1'ba attld hit cell4.i&iguttih 9ff!0 

Hittrt~ H!U.t<Jh~l '"''' $XO~:r~pt~ trom two midre.ahim ei.~ pr.oot 

1'.t$1x'i»is tor a oritif.ual pr:i.nfJipl~.11 ?n both oaa•ll• he s•ta 

to \hi\ hetu1 t ot the partiQular midra$h, Th1in ls good. 
21 

f?f1!11lection,. 

511 Go41 a1lts ttJr tb~ bea.:t'-1h Yet 0 ou:r gir~a'1;;$$t 
tmilu:re 1$- in th~ hea.rt~ •• 1t (as it is ea!dl'I) 
. e ngt ! a~nsl~ m13A§f•A · 

r e:&1,•pt ,1t111umciti1 on a:n ~ . e.t 
we ti\ u 1n ~ul1l ohildhool..111!ll~a 

Wh' ~ar,i. be tlMiU~tful Of ~OQd intent1onfl1. u wlU~tl 
~vfni at th4'1ll moment whea our fo:r•fatb.tf'$ etoo4 
s:t 11M1, p~oole.i,:rains ttAll tha~ tine Let'd haa 
epeken w11l w• do and. ()b$Jn (E:Jt~du0 24l7), the? 
d!L.d n~t tul!ty mean what th~y said~ •• Atcording 
to :Ra.'b'b. i Mei:r,. .. a.tt th.a\. v .. · ~l'l.• .. mom@nt th•ir be~:r\ 
wa.e diV$O't~4 to idolatr1 ... :a, 

Othe:r rab'bie ~aid tih~t IsreA·~l rapE;tn*' 29 days~ ll 4af$• 

2 4a.;rsl1 l day (i)on1!d,$~ins hew t() make the oalt 111 Ra.l:itlli 

Metr ,a..id they didn • t wa.i t ~vt'rt on~ day. He1~hel ~gain 

got :right to th$ h.ea:rt ot th• pas;rMJ41 e 

~- fo. ~a.p ett the ~.aa.e;e of aga4l~ pnssages tiui proof' 

textll1} P: wit he;v• the tollo.wins falm~dit1 tp1g:ratu 

~ite ie livtd !.':in a eplt-itual be,\tl•ti~ld,, (tt,fJ 
it i1 said,) "W~$· tom• fiJ>t> my t · (Or•.:Uf-'tor)~ 
woe t~ me f'e:r my Ui'fi£ (the ev ·. V'1) .!"' 



Alt.hough $.ll th:rtll:l methods ot dooum~ntation a~• fr•

quently' emplcysd.~ th~ p:roof t~xt nu.;j·thod ?*~Hte1v'1llm the 

h~e.viest quant1.tatiV$ Ul#i\8$\ll A ti~riidit1onal subject lltH1 

mi tevah- to:r eltampl$, would l.end i tlll~lf to this typ'1 of 

dooumenteat.ion. fh$ •bov~ E!Utampl$ei 1:nd:taat$ that He1ebel 

~$11 Uli$ thi$ method with th• ti!U\l~ Gt thfa! e;noient Rebb1El it 

.It would ~110 be ts.i11 to tiU.ltf th~ t bl!! 'U$'11U! agad1.o ex1·e:r:pts 

$ii pr~ot textkl with les1 d.iato~1'!.on th.an the R.s.'bbl$ use« 

1i1'bl:t@&l Vitr'&J«!IB '* 

Mo:reove;r th.ii :ts an intp(U"'\$nt euco~1e ti l(a.x:i,7 ot bil 

~·u1'!.Eu:n~<(>t1.on1 t1.1~em. 1t:rei.nge end. unusual ta tb.$ mtl)d•:rn 11few11h 

1tud.~n't1~ lie 1~ apt tc qU$1t1o:n th,~;r aut.hen~1tt1tyt 'l'h\\t 

(l,itat1on of a r~l!lt\lv.1in' ·~l\ixt at onee makfl& htm :r~alti~ 

t.ha.t th~ 1d~a 11 not, tth1' a:uth()r' $ ownl! but im one d.G1'1VeA 

fi"om trb.• \J"'aitU. ti on, 

IDtYiUi ~»sh JU lli1mn«lli1'ai~1 
:tn th.!1 tatego:ry et 4ootuntnte:tiion$ Rtu1.c:fntl ur:H»riii the 

t:rad1tic1nal $.Ot\:fDQfil ne1tht~ as 1lluat~eit1on.i neri e..1. P~t>Of 

t•1:t1U he epeQkiJ t1U.ret:tl1 tb.J11ousn thi1 1ouro(u1 tlunn11u~1vliiil$111 

Scunttimes • h.e qu.«irtite ve:rbatim bu:~ h• l1kaw1ae will not 

b.t$J1 tiett$ to sivfll a pre~.1s 111 

1. Fo:r GX$tnPlt, Heaeh•l asks~ ''What does it me$.n i}C) 

§41 ilibat 11 th~ relation between tbe d~$t' and th'11 deetf 
Ie th~rt ,, purpo~H> to tult.lll., 1. t"'sk to ~a:rll'r out.?*' Ifft 

a.nawers w1111 Bl.f! a.gad.a. wh1eh 1e quoted almost in 1 ti ~nt1~#!ilf • 



ttA ma.n should alwfl.y[l t'~sarid hUl)ef$J.f as t.hl\:\ltigh ht 
w~n'i h~.lf guilty and half mer! t1u~1m:.s B if htll I-'~V
formrw o:ne good. deed~ bl.es1H€H.l ia he t.oi·b ht\) nt¢rve~ 
th.$ eiicale towa.1"'4 m1r~:\. t 8 if he oomm2. ts one t:ran$-. 
«:P;,esai.on" wo$ to him r.oi~ l\$ moVEYl&l the f.H11al(llt tow61.r4 
suiltw" Not only the init.i'tri<.'lual but th& whelt 
wo:rilt:1 11:1 in balan~e"' One d.it1$d. ot ~n i:nd.1 'ln14ua.l 
may d~c~,.d(\ll the f6tte of th.it wo:rla~ '*lf b.• p~i:~tom1 
o.nti' s_eo<l deE:~d •. blfl1ias+ud. 1~ b.~ fo:r he m.t)vetsi\ihti! s~ale 
both f~~ bimm•:U"* ~nt(i to:r 11th~ $XAt1.:r~ W():t"ld !io 'UU!l 
side ot me:fli ii it b® Qommi f;$ OD$ t:raruigrlftsai<'.):t\tri 
wo• tM~l b.im for ht .mov\!!!la to th.fl mid~ of guilt 
hil1u1~1l.f and 't>h$ whole wof.lld. ~•a!S 

'J!he a,g;,td.a an~w~~~i Mesoh~l' $ qu$'etio:n., irnf!;;re ia ~ purp(<Js• 

to tt11f1.ll~ illt tael.t to @$t:r:rw QUih Man•"' ta.$k la to p1$rfapm 

mltavot.. Wb;y? ~~uiu~$ •Vtn ~nti miteV9,b. meiy tip th~ 

balaa.nc~ 1.l>'l f'a.vcr ot the good. 

2. I~i th@ ~~'b~ve txa,mp1e $ an ae;e.i.da. we.a ue#s118, c.i$ the 

an~rw~r to ~ quest:J.011,.. Im. th!@ tol.l.~wJ~nEJ; ~xampl.,, an $J;$~d~ 

ts usitd ta 1tatf.t ta. prop0$1\1on. 

A Viia'IW ()f th~ ~upl!l"'ema.01 ot ag~~lf.l. 1s !r4$!fl$eted in 
tihe fll)l1411w1 t:tle.dl tioru It ia $&1d ot Rabbi 
Xohanam b!!itn 1 th~t bis fJttid1.$llJ. 1n~lu4ed ~11 
:r1$ld.tt1. ot IEn11,m.h !L~Q;rtl1ns~ ~· 

• GJ'ea:t mat te:rna 111$9,ns · • 
mflfii . ~1 d.octtr>it1~$),, . ma .... 

1,U.S$1one 'J>.f i.4lili!'Ct. and. ( $ · nterpXli~ta.t1~ns)i.6' 

A1thouiJb H1i:&f'.uih•l 1m $pea.king th:s.~ugh th~ doaum$nte.ttto:n 

he~t"' flt do~un nQt n(:1u.aess&:r1ly m~i$\n tmit th.ta a.gada prQV•~ 

h.ia pQ1nt • 

Ji :tri. a thi:r-d o~m$, He~eh.~l oieve:r11 oombin0~ the 

. ili~s~ntlal pa:rts of ·ttwo agaet.~t in orde:r to $'te:'it a p:r<J»

p@s1 ti~th1 lat, he do~s 11.~t distort tl:u~ Jll®anin3 c,t ti tht)~ 

;,gad.a. 



.·.! ••< 
,{• . 

~~he $OUl wh1t:tl. we :r~e~:11r4'it ia ('}J.eem,· 'bu:t with.in 
1 .. t :reeide~ a pt1rw~:t'l .fol" evt1* '~a etr8.!l.S<t GoC.it 'l 
~·~rhat $Eie»k~ ~1ena·ta.ntl.y im get t.he uppe;r b&iM1 
ov•l"' man and. k111 h:tmi and i.f God did not b:'·l.l' 
h1n~ h~ could not .~GE&l3t it~ F.i\B 1.t. im 1a~.d,.. t:h• 
-id.~kl$d w~tOh@lsi the ~1ghteoue and a®elt~ lQ; 1la7 
him., ~~21 ;. , · 

!he eigadot t.it1'.r~ allil toll~ws~ 

Anyon~ who l1'&'ttdie f'5";rm~nto 1n hia ang'rl'l. 'bi'~~k$ 
veetiHttle 1n b.11 ane;s.~r ant\ $~&tt&ra mon@y ·in hi~ 
~inge:r 1$ :reglfai:t .. dett, eis an 1d~lator l,~,~~:t,u;& 111.a~h air• 
tk:tl$ wil~e ot tbW$ ev1l 1nolinat1on. ~od.~y,. 1t 
11Ha.3ni ·to td;.m1 do· thu~l;r, and. tomorrow ii~ will 
say t do thU$l;r $' unti1l 1 t ttJlla hitn to w~:r1ntp 
idol.SJ- l\¥lbb1 Avin ~liJl!;e,., whe.t. ~.1 th.$ l•~·l$f 

n!he:re k!h.all b~ no ~tr~nf.$e go!1 1n th•~~ iiltitht.:r 
sh~lt t.h.ou wo:r1hip .ain;r ai.t;rMns;~ ~od (:f$l . ., SltlO) 111 

\Vht.') ~.~ tb.$ ai):rana;e god that :reaide$ .in m.ar1 ai,m""' 
1$lf? · ~'11 evil i.n~l~n'1tl.on~ · 

Rabb~, l'U.meon 'b$n ~k1eh lki1d. fh.~ $Vil in.~11Mtte>n 
of a mt\n s~ek~ ~on.iat~n\l.y to · g~t th.e Up]:.li!i)t'I ha.n4 
ov~r man and to kill hi•• 1.s 1 t it se.1.d., ''~• 
td.€Jlt~d. w~t~heth the ;r13ht1oua and eeek~th tQ $lQJ 
h1mfi\;$t (Pe* J?gJ2)i a:nd W®l:'@ it> ¥l&'t that the R<>lf 
oiu~ hel1's him~ he wo"t1ld no"t b~ ~bl$ 'to :t'flfilHlili~~ it~ 
·:1.1.6 it 1• ~s.14~ ufh~ Lord will not lfla.Ve b.111 1tn 
his band, ner auftilH' hi.m to 'b~ oonde•nlllul wh~n b" 
:1.$J Jud.g~d.·~ (Pa"' '1~''' 11r1 

Althougb only one pb:.ra.tiHt 1:a $eileotee! tJ?om tb.$11 tirmt ae;ade., 

1t 11 th~ ltey phll!ll-tlHih fn~ latter a.sa.cte. 11 1'n~ of sitnre~e,1 

on tbt th:tmt ot th& Z:litut:r hf£&• 

If.Ill! In anotbe~ $f1u1e, ffem~hfll su@o1n<.itly eite.t$; tb.' 

point of e. m1draahtt wh•n ~e eayi, ~•e. Jew we,~ oomm.Gindt:d 
'., 28 

1.o study not on.1,. bale..qh.a .,µt a.lso agflde. •. irt !h11 i~ 

I' '-··i 



1lh~ full t.ex.t, of th.a m1dr'ash :rt1~.dt;. ae f (">l.ltflva s 
i c ! ;~IN JJ'\ i ·~., j\"~) .J\~C. n,~.hl ';')e'j"I ·~e')tJ ;~N~'" ~(' 1 ·r~1 '1Nk.A k Ne 

t}• "1t"' 111:: .• 1),.J\ kt.?. 3 ;:;,1:l1 ( ~iv 1 ~· f ,P' '},:id{),,;:;; ::'J~'\.f kl"~) p ·;} "'t,:i;~~ k f '~':> )NI~·~ 
t' r· . ,~ I (~' 11 ' " I t 

;;I! N \,1, J e .: ~ ... l\I ;d'l> !J'!;l/ IV fr ') N <'J'\ k,.11d:? f} :> ·1" fl U ·i') ) IC.ii) n~ "") 
... .11 i ;:1,s.~ 1 ... .n , :"p s~ t··}~ t.f :; I'"' r ;) 13 ,l, ;'jl G ·~ 1.:? ('17'; i)t~ t-! ') N, r 

"'l"'_1'¥l'P""'',,,..,.,.+l<>I•'•~~ ''l»r~IM•J!;/P:IN'."~~~~7·-- ~11:'~111:1",~\"' <it.'~~·'Wl'1" , ...... !;. r·*> (,"""" t {r.i-1-.,.. I a 

( ~'; n p·····,:;,::;f) p~1<;") ··;, t h 1 t ~.;.:•(i pt·i ~ :;·) ti6 ~.c ~.) )N he.: jr.r\) J .:?i 
~ ... ,..!~ I :~·c: ~d ·~J'd .:,; (;) t Uc '*"~) \ o) l i; .3 i tJ r;~ ~~r· '.::> ,/ ~~1 ;.J i>I ~~) .'.!> 

W~ a:re told., in. $ffftot~ that~ we should not neglect the 

atudf of age.dot 'bsoaua@ they ar* eas1 t No wor"4 ia ~mpt;y 

ot m~a.nine;. W~ ebould. not rui1, "I hm.ve studied, b.~la<tho'J#g 

it ie euft1oient tor m~t~t fh1Ja$ a Jew wa$ oo.n1malad•d to • 

1tud3' not (Hi.ly h.alaeh~t* l>ut ~laio midroash and agada~ 

Similar \Uill!tt~ia 1& ~mplo;yad Wh$1il Hesohel w~a:r~t ?•tnlfli! 
29 

purpo~~ 9t all mi tsv~t is t(ll ~etine uimnl\! ~1 ~h.ia 1~ th~ 

4l!£uuiuictl Qf th!$ midra~h which. t'e)ad.s ~ 

~~A~ ~~for Go<ll Hfta WS/f is pe:t~tef.)·~~ the wo~d et the 
I4'11.~4 :i,$ t~ ... @4 (!.all! l8f,l)~ If' 1U.s Wltl;Jr 1 .. $ pe:r~ 
f~'f.rt . ., now u1iu~h th.a mo~e ,H$ H1rrtsalf i Rav ~aid~ 
Th$ m1t~vir;t ·wli);re giv$,n only in ox-d~i~ that man 
mi.sh. t ba :r~tin•d bY them" For ·vtha t. tiOf;)e tu . 
Kol.· f Oltll$fl: lJle1$1H:id be M$ oar~ whethe:r.'1 a man 
Jd.lls &.n e-nima.l by the tll:t10$l. t or 'by the n.Qpe of 
tb,"e n&Ol{? ftsna~&i tbe mitt;>vot war~ {$:\Ven Qnl.y 
in o:rd@r thfrt.t man might bit ,. .. •tined C t:ri<td) 
~· them@, 

to ~~t\n$llit 'b@st, purify~ All ot the~@' m.&aninSj$ fit :\ft 

with. Mes!Jih.$1 'e thou.gh'b,. 



; 

a. feiith 1; Ill) pi·~~iotUi (1n Juda1em) tba.t 
Itn:rael wal red11.1111JI1MlHt tx~om EGY'Pit a.II! a rewEt.:rd .f'O'l'
~h~ir< ta1th!,l ~~ futn:t"e redtm.i;pt1on 1$ -~~i#>1~
e~ent~ upon tb.® d~srf$$ cf ta.1th. $hown by l~Jlla;tl .11 

'rhii! whol~ rld.4~asb, 11\~t ie~ ilib~ midr~sb. to ~ilJ!htf 'b~l11lV04.\ 

Ua th~ l~r-d. antt bi M~$8~" lU.1 i.$Ft"ta.11~~ 0• $i,r>a~/l!lfll:Hi~ faith. a.~4 

:r~n.rai~d\$ tor f 411;1 t!\h 

b~ Xn tlieiU1t ~1a.1 ·t.fj) tla~·y ou:t th.fl a.ncient la- . 

i:;t:!0r~i.1:~1t:rt>"11~:~8;h:~::nl~:~.io~~~~;anr 
(lCrullidf!r tht hitd!1J$ mo;r~ impo:ri~iit tbat;n th• 
vin$.1a:r.d..n »i:C·$1Jle! ve r'$f!at~d. toir the l'u1d:g11 ' 
may $pftl1 ~u:b1 t$'t~ th~· 1tl:ne11!.\~4<*3i 

'fhe text. upon wh.i~b :fl$$Qb.~l \'>$1tu1 th.le ~\atem.etlt 1tu 

~ 

' ' ! 



. . 
wa.:f'nir:t! the pu:t•e he.J.a .. 1ri1s.i~ij no.t to Qo:tvr~e:r:n tbemt1eJ,1r~s ao 

mu.~lt o.bou.t pr~~o ~io.e or tll(lfty will lor~e ·the ;ea1 t~h, the p:ra.~-

•' 
\ . ' 

wi.3..l do wi·t.h the \p:t"ohlt!lm of' the ~Y.!t }~"1 We hbl1r~ 

m.1 tavo·t to a_;uF!.,;r.>d ~),ga.:h1st. :pa.ir11t~.@t.1lat" ~vi la,. 11 !$t~ th"' 

. . '' p1"1>Q'bl1m of th!S evil d111tv~ :ta not aoJ.ved by o'bseJ"lt'~.moEf., If 
. ' 

!i$aohel t:l.rst · qtmteti l~~~mi,Qb and Et!leJt'i#!l te $how th.~I 

~)d. id.l.l o:reQ.te til. ni!iW h~a:rt fo.:r ma.1'l. fh.@:11 he bJril?f.~$ itt 

th~.ia tddf.llash tt;:i tell ua that Cll<;iifi will d~:> awa.y with thfi! 

1$\ls~;r,~ hara. Tllo yiiPcts'1:r he.:t"'a 11 $qU$.ted aith di:!.:rlt~lfif<lf 

A deti:ni." p0cr1.od: vnitS ~J$'ti f~ilt' the wo:rl.d ii~ .. 
ape11d. in dlllL~krieeG. Vb.at ia the p:rootf It 
1s. WX'i tte1i . .t · .He se·ts ~n ~nd t;o darkneEAs ~nd 
uea:rthef$ 0~1t te th.e u·t.mQl'ilt. ~ntl th$ atol'A•~ of 
th1~lt da~k~lt:1iS,S and o:f tbia tf.ltua.<low of. rl~at1h 
(J<ib 28 ~ ') " Frat" aa l.oil$ as the evil dt'l1 v~ 
~xiats in ·t;he worldi thielt da~lt11et:u1 a.na. the 
ah.;.tdpw of dea. th e.;.i;·~ !L:n tl'le t,,ll'orl,d ~ wb.en the '$Vil 
d:ri:re w~.ll be \t:Pli'Ooted :~~om th~ wovldtJ thiok 
dQ~k:tt$GS and the a w of death will p~ss 
e.wa;it t;i;·o.m tba wo?*ld,. 

d\l fhe !o:i~a.h S.s to be ;tud~.~)t\ for 1 ts own a1ak"® an4 

riot f¢v tl:u~ sake ~f an; m.ateriial a.dva.nt'-SS$ ijj 

Vito.1 11 . p~(:H3j"olUil~ and b.Ql;y .aa 4'tfJdioation t@ 
f01""£1lll. 1Sit:;. 1 t 1$ p~rntGi-0ua to atudy forah ffl)ti 
~ielfieh endei~ to stu.a;r 1t ao th.s:t. we m~y be 
Qalled riabb!s~ ir4 Ofl4e:r t,q ebtain ~~wa.x•d. here 
o:r in tne lit'Ka. to 1omG. II' *JI .( f:3($~ a.'Qov,, pas• 3'1 
fo'.!,'ll tul.l te.)t',, ) At<t(lrd.i:ng to 11 ll~l * ~!'re who 
umeni; ·the o:JN.\lWfl · ot !Jl<n.,a.b. to b.151 owu a.dvan1t91ge 
w~~l,l pe:r1ach~ he whq dt::rttvea a px·ot!.t., fQt' b1nl• 
1slt ftlom tbttt worie of 'tibial: fera.h tak$S hi~ o:wn 
J.i,f •• Ji 

'\'<: . 



'*' Q11e tu)'.llt~bt~~ mid.ra.ah ~~n 'tih,~a ~tt»ttlJ UJJrt~ wh.1. C9h t!how1 

man~~ ingrat .. i tu.dei ·t:o Qo,i.'Ji. 

~~ha Holy On$jp, bJ,c~asad l,e Itel) ~(ll,ya to the soiili 
13.AJJ., ·that I h:t~,·va o:r~~itee.l ill 1~he i\il1:ic (l&jfltl Of 
erelf.l;t1.ona .I have tru.~EJs.t~'.l fi!111.~ thy sa.l~e alon~I'' 
at1d tllou go~tt forith t11.nd. sit .. nn,tMJ'l.v4l7 

au i!Ul Jl11me:ntt1 

?n a~1.d.i t:ton to 'bhtr; th:r~~ method.!d o:f: tloeum~nt)a 'b~.on 

a.li"le~:1.d.y dit:H)uaaed.~ Heu:i1h~l. O(u.u;iston~lly ~n1ploym o. f~uvth 

~th.odjl Ne t~kee ~n asa~m wh:.i.oh ia used frequen·tl;v· to 

1uppo:r<t, a vi~w op:potH:td ti• h1a, h.olde jJJ u:p to ~7Jtar.t1:tn~:ti<l)ll" 

t~i~illl tt1 r.lEl'I'Ur.)netre.t• tht.\ t th~ oppend. tiox1 1:U stt}r.ted ii~ a.ti~. 

·tih$n $l1ow1 tl"w. t th• agade. real,4y ~~u:pper1~GS him~ 'rh1 t* liii 

fil,kin to a. dEtfenme a.tt..o:rnsy tal1!'.ing ir. piece~ o;r p:rrJ~ecut1oai 

®".iderH11a &nd. tu.11ln3 1t f'o:~ b~s ewn 'b•m~fit11 In th~ fol"" 

lawi.U4,~ exci.:mple~ Meaoh<®l a1.uH~~u1.nfully knotlrn down a pitt~~iai 

tt ~gadio e·11tide;noe aited. by 't1h.a ":ti~li1~:tous beha,vtcn,1'!1.ett.:l1'."J! 

:tn Jtt$t1f1c;at1on ()1~ thl!&ir ·1fie'tf~ &'.'ltpo:ne:nte of 
~e:U.$i~'l$ .b~h~vto~i~m, c~~~· ~he. pe.as~.,e 1n.~i1'h 
tb.6 Rabbis pe.:irn.pl"W'a!{liad the m)rete of Jer-flrrmtia,h 
( Uitll); B, ~ k!tP.i 
~ -h ,. he . w · . 'iiii1 
had ~$a.ken Mlfii lill'id. k~pt My '.l?llh,. ve HOW$'\l'f!U;• f '~ 
:i;·~sard th1ti} paal,\'IS.$0 at~ a t\ecl.ara ttcil'.'l of 't1'u-l 
p:rim.a/fy if 11t,t exelue1 v~ 1mpe:rta.l'l~ilil ~:r $ tu4yi~g 
'!01·•ah. QV$:r aortc'lll:t~ ft:>r ~tl 1~ tf; pervtart ·th~ 
llll.\ta:ti:tng Of tll\61 }lt\SfUt!?;~ ~ Sl!~h. p8):'Vta:ras!,on ls tnt:M;\(l 
possible by overlookir1g ·t..he e.Ea-;i<:m.d p~.:rt at th" 
p&afilag$ wh.if)h ~e&d$ !.\$. tpllow1~ "sine~ by 
ooou.p;rine; them~tilV!fi!Si wi.th th$ ~ora.h9' th~ liftht 
wh~.~h ~b«l containWJ would, haV$ le<'J th$m ba.elt 
1t 41!1' ~0 ~!t was :not an 1dlii1al th.mt the .'fits .. hbit 
$nV ~.aagEld but a lea.&lt rtHh!13:'"i:rJ!l Ha:vine; to:rsa.keu 
a,ll ~ommEu1d.menta 11 if th6 peeple bad a.t le(aat 
e011t1nued to $\Udy· To3tah.,\i th~ light o:t th• forah 
would he;v((lll brough.t th•m b$.()k to God .• ,9 



MG:r~over,; HeL1c1h$1 ha~~ a.:ti e;.;g:traQ:ttll\i.i:na:r~v lcxw .. ok :fo.;r 

St~·tit1ng to the h~ar•t of' a OO:Jnnl$f1.\tt S~ve:ra.l f!tt~h; pae1aa,gF,,I$ 

we~® :ref0r1:i:~eo. t~o a.bovi, a11i:l ~tht,t"tD r:~~" aata:tly be e.i te~H 

:t.. An· ~xtlei~pt t:rom a mS.,d.r~f#ih ~.s b!fr:m •. ght in te et~l, ... 

po1~t th'$ gi'fh1ne:r.1;il. idea Qf' the. .fundamental impoi\lt~n~~ 0t 

a5ada. 

Unl1k<W th~ P1r~t f:m.bl~ts ot th(~ ·CloV'$nt\n,t ... th.$ 
~l~oond. Table~ii!' conm~.n~d asadl'J. (:f.$ Wfrll..,, 40 

fhis 1a ~ lone; rid.~~aah ~Jl'd.oh d1.s(n.\as$a tbe b:t·<,;~k!,nEs o:e 
' 

the f61.blEl.lt~.1 ft!e k~;y ·v~ai~sEt 1a:~· u.A:n.d tbe.l.t, ~ wo1.ild t.tetli 

'bb$$ ·ttie seere·cs ef w1ei~'>nltf (3otJ l~~·~CS), Wha.t. l;'l;:t:~ ·tht 

$eo~etiil ~t wia.d~m? .-\t th~ end of the m1et~lta.sh w~ a:;·t~ tolii 

1'h~ Holy 011• b:te~~1ad. be He $a;lii ·~~ b1.l'l O·~llfta "'" 
•DQ :ttrz>t 'b.• tio~r1 fl.b,ut tb$· Ji rat ta;b:tttd4s J · · 
fJnly co~t~li'lad th41 len O'e.mri.le,r.tdm$-n,t$~ 'bu.ti :u .... 
two !t::~'blets 1; ·~ a.bout to e;iv• you ~w~ tb,f.t~~ 
.n ..,e.. n .... '1 m ... ,1.., ~.4' . M4 .41 ll-!!<'• ~ '" '"' wA 11: t.:P•~ 1.r:; ,.,,, t· . 1: m1,,,,P.>t· Ill 1t1 ~i..,.""' 
¥\Ml . ..., .. A;~.,i.w,..,.i..,..., ~, 1"'1,if,,I;;~~ !l"Jlill'~ """~~\!\. ~~Ml"""'-~'.·~ . !\!,\;"'""' .·· . .!,.:/¥!·. ·. l.ill!':A,.;• 

mea.nil1' oft ·· Aiid He. would. tlJ.l . thee the ~1<.1~tilte 
t"tf' wisdom ii ·.. t~hlf~t aound w1adom 1e ttoubl~ '$~K 

:IJh:umt w~ 01£1,:t;I. ~rn1ol:ud.1 th.~' in a.$ mtteh a.a ~gG).da, ~.s inQlut!t.e4 

in tih• 1'able·~a a.).o:ng w-'· th h~l.t\Qlla. a~ midra$t\:jl\ agl;;td,ti .fi1U$1€:i 

be o,f f\:tnde,menta.l 1f4PO~tafJ4,t);i*' HErnoh~l gE1t~t$ tio th~ h~al:"'t. . 

of the p~s nag® .:tn thi$ t~.r• $1l'*l~ot1D'll • 

2,. Iii u~il'lS tn(/,l\ p:roet te~t. ntethoti~ lieaoh~l :t111ef'e::r$ 

t,o th$ pttll<~h line .at a f.~r\tha-1~ Mtt11.'~g e,gr.;;i,da. 
,\ 

P1~.ti·· 1$ .. t?~t.·: .. '.1.m~i1Ha &?i:l~ in {J.1egtd$.ep, (a~r:i 1t ia 
1~'414', 1 . !itn.e ~)?,1te:t1 the man; the ~.~e h~ :t• ~""'" 
p~$e . ta td,;f:h.14"$! 



.·• 

!he Gto:ry '.f4ell1ai about Abaye who foll1;,1weni a yo1u1g ooti.pla 

· 1:nt~ a fl.ald.ll os·t.en~ilily 1tl <);rd.~il:"' to ;r!-;s 1t:re.t~·~ 'th.~m fr~m 

't.Vi1:~an$gNas:i.i:>nt i'h(i) QOU!lll$1 p1;1,l~t~d aomp1;itny .5.nn.<:HJ~n:bcly\11 

A.'bayt $aid~ as he J .. ~~anlfJd 1n d~ep a.ngui,ijh $gairist ta, dtH:~r

p~mti# "":u· :i't~ W\7:t>e :r:IY :r. co1.:1.ld ncd;. hn.v~ x~,estxlt:i'.i.ned niy~elf~ qJ 

A eeit't1::i.1:n ~)ld raan t.ta.tMil up ·tQ him an.dtf.i\.Ugh:t, l::d.m . ., ~~the 

g:we~:t(l)?; the ma:n!J. tlle gJ?f).a.ta:t.'11 the l?\Y5,l ;tn.o.l,,.:n.e:tlo:v;:t. 1~ 

. ,.. In ~~pa~:i,kir.ig tru•mugh ·tih.e $Q'u:roa~i, 1'tesehe;L quo·i~~iH 

flUn/~(J fb' •.. ~r~;i, 0 :Lo~ tJtJlOll€7S :righte()Ul:O,t'.ilt!S~. but 
u.nt~ ua !!ihata(llfat~·dn$~H!f4· 'l.'.mn1tll f.Hf) i& Why :l.·~ 
t,hie~ f:jOf Se;1d Pi£1;;1"b:1 llflli!lhem~.a.tu !eQause ev~n 
~b,e:n .we; pe~torm ~~ght$ott~~i~1s .• we l'3l:lV$f e'iu~ 
~t~t1ons and a~$ t ... l:t.e~i w:i.th abe.m$rt ·;;:J 

~!is 11 btlt th1S1 l;:,eginn11is of (J. l.ons mid:r•iJ1.sh c~or1t1\ast.tng 

Ili!!i 'bo1;ant1 ai11d tb.e 11·ttle ae askl!l'I f'V~l:U \!$~ wh:leh ;ih~~·1.1.l4 

malt$ V.$$ .ei.sham$d ot ouva~.l.ves it· :11b.e:rill\l ar•:) aeY'@:t'al inter-

wetiatinnf!J ·to tb.f1 v01'1M1) t;i;~om lltl,n:Lel~ of whi.oh th~~ o'.l'.10 

1·e).t'fi!Qt$d !a tbh~ llefit. I.t eorrobo.1"0.tee Y1aaoh~l 1a :id£&a · 

,b.&Yt. the way t<' 'ti~S1n tm. purity tbe a1r11f! ta tr.::t d.eteat tbe

ta:t:i:lta 1n ou:i:~ 'f'i*tlue.1, 

,4.. :rhifl m();tt4)l} we do fori '.Ria .aa.ke 1 th<Ei '.mOl:'Ei W~ 
~lllf~~iv~ fo:w c>ul'~ 1~ltE1:N {s.s tt 11 li~id.) 1 ••1~ 
i1ho d.9~n' i!.1 m1tavah :U.ebta a. la.mp 'be;tt.9f.· .. ·e Gott. 
~.tnd tindowe hie r11oul. w!th mo:r~ 11tit* rt4~ 

fhis iil i~h!fJI be~:t1't t'>f a V'erv· wo:t~tbwb.1l• p~~sag$ whiCJh d1J$ .... 

eu.11l.Htls how th~ w01~ds of' th~ f.o~ab givtl light t¢ th~ nlQta 

who ~iU¢'ii.iSiftl th.om . .-.</; Jua~t ae ~1 peraon who walk$ in tl'ie 

4a.rk wt th.out a le.mp w1 ll e tum'bl~ and :f1a ll. a a pc:fx-;on w1. th .... 

out ferah will ®tumbl• agf.l.1:ru1rt m~ &nd. di~- ~t hi 



\ 

wh~ lllltit:tdi.<:H3 the 'l!'ora.b giv(~i:'& :tol'th J.ight wrMl'!l"!WIV'$X~ h~ mq 

b6$f be will .not· s'bum'b:I.$ no~~t~ll,111 

ft;n.ally., Ueecbe:l f:l.lso ~m. 1~hf,J taJ .. ent -to aal.0ot ~hl'il! 

:r~le1re,nt t:):r.; e,.g:rd,fil)ant l'JOmmen:t 11'1 whe:t. is othef!W1fae $!!; 

ma.1:u~ .<)1~ u~"!:i?~l.a!ce.,lt t.1tS.e,dio m&te1~1a.l1iit"' In a se.tt.l"iie~ ~very 

St;?'tf:l'."O~i'I 1.ieecl r$fleiot~a th!.s te.lent~~ l!lV'Eiry. ~.gada or .midr~$h 
. "\.'. 
th.~~ ia ~r;;ferr0d. ·tio :Le. of n$oe1u~~.tyi pluckitd. ·out of' what i~ 

\ . . 

eithe~wiae ~t maaa ot unrelm.t~d :matte~1al * !he ae:ndtt as a. 

:U.tt•lV ~~n.J:~~s ii!§ ne1tbel4 $, $y~temaM,c wo:tl~ 110~ a isui)~!e~ 

of. 1111ymtematic lifo~ltg" !t~ !.deaa e.~~ not log:l,())f:l,ll.y devel01'14.j 

they do ·no.t f'low on~ t~om t.b.~ oth~~- 'l'h® m1d.l"'(!Uah:tm. a:r~ 

o:f'ttl)n, f'-l:l'tn1 tlr,,;na bm-1a4!lld on alritoat uft"'$e ast:!!fH~jJJtion~t w1 th 

'tb\$ J!~·IUil11> ,Jh.$ ~,gadot~ 1n th.$ G$Dl19,l.'la appiittt:rt at randomf)I 

:t'Ven th$ P1.rke .A'1!rot ,.~1 a. <;oiieutft.01?. of V~l"tee;a't$d. ~ayi,f.l.S$ 

(~1grd.f~.a$l.rt1.:i i:ib.Ol,.\()ll the!}" may bEl,lh ~Li is noi~ rA. aystaran.tiG 

th~ol.ogi.c~J. 01~ ph!l.lt•.nioph:t~a.1 t~:t>ee.ti.aew Without a m~a.ate:vy 

~:r th(llj m~:tel"1.~.'-~ ba~~!Hl upon yea:ria et r.'*tud.;r~ ( o~ e, r~.n

t,(l'.l,lt\t1.oa11y goof!!. S .. nd.e~), 1. t is impoBef.tble to UEH~ tJhe ae.;a.d.~ 

th.1~ wid~ly tor c.il)ctirne~ta·i~~on. ~.n ~ny i~ri<£Ha:bis$ of'f~tted s.1 

i
11A Phil.oaophy of Jl1d.a.iam~ tt !hulil ~ evei:i:+y t.H'nu~o~ uaad ui ... 
d.i~at~iY a. g·ene;t\a,J. skill in aeleot1ns the relevant. O'tJt of 

Jt;!S 
the ,.rre1~.nre.1'lt, ,. 

ln Ohapte~ lt tlb~ Q:U£Hlt1c'n ts asked t •~now weJ.l doea 

ff,~eob.t'l know the a.ga.da. fn l think it wo1lld 'be f~1r to 1~7 

that Hesohel. ltru;>w:a ·~n.{lii) aie;a® very w~ll ind.~ed* rrI!ll HosehtJl 

$. good a~lecto;W? Do•&J b$ get to the h0a,rt of· th(j pa.1i:u1uigo? i-



loe1 he ha''~ the tlll1l,:Ut1 to f:bld. the J;:t:t.,.e:gnr;ure~ :r.•eleva,n'f& 

or s.:ti)n1:r5.aan·f~ Qomme:n:t. 1.r1 wh.ed:i .11s othe:r>w:t.se a maas o:t un .. 

:relatied nl~'l.t,,~,1~:tal? 0 Ai~ t,h.3.a po:1.x1t :l.x:i. thli~ inveir.~·t:te;at1on,. 

~aOh. qUOlil tion t)*1.l'l. b(I) !\l:lSWG~etd, With f:l..U Ultq\l,IS.lifi~d u;y'011$ •It 



l. fherli!* was on~ 'baeiie •x~eptio.n* In many in$ta.rHit•s dtirt• 
lit$@he1 at~te'11 0 1qth$ Rabhi1 a~14u'*~at the flH..lUl"'<.Je :r~adis, 
f1Retbb1 _ .. . ae.ia~ 11 

. thus identifying 1 ~a a\tthoif $ 

I bel1$V0 tiiat thi~ is not ~ queliltion or m:t~quot1:US 
but f>f m:Lausing tb.1® m1d~aeh or agada" Se~ below~ 
Ohapt~n~ :tV 11 pa.gt ':'JftfJ'r' ,. tull d:tri~U!:li1on of tb.1f.4 
ma t.."tHl)l"' ~ 

!fhtfre a.rei two tiny tnfideli ties to the text ~rbi<th 
b~rtrr.a.y Hlflls(!lh(tl '$ ~;rst.iQal bent~ On p,. ,a/.!.~ be quotes 11 
1~ Ill ~· • a t\1dy e.ge..da. tor h$r-eby w1ll you r•oogniz• tht 
•~u!W fhc t~xt:reads. _pfhfl> '''))' ,Nfce•N l<11$!11t. 'i· 
~Lt~ riot tb.~ Mi!>ly One$ on P• 304, fotltnot~ 4 11 he 

quo ~Ult -0t. u .,th.e Jtol.y One~ 'bl~ssed be He, g1V$S the 
EU\letp,l'llane~ t;>f a 'bl•ss1ng* ~q, '~ · ~he t~xt read.al, I r)f ').I'"';\)~ 

'1 .. Y) ') i ••., the Tt:r!b ~ no~ th!$ Ht:>l;r One. 

le on r. ,09, H~El!Chill quot.~Hi I. b~aut1fu.l agada trom 
l!r.,sl;k~t l1a111 Ht'. t~an•lat$a th.$ phraEh't 

.!)1.,:\lcfN"> ')~~_/)~ j•\e: lcr~e pe':> _ 

tU$~ UiJl:u~t ae M s.~rii~r~;.rit~~g ~.~ ~~ r:1:U,nf)t 
511> .I am not cv•rb$tl).ring in my oall1ne; •" 

A more oo:rreot :r•nderins would. bes 
0 Juet a.s hfJ d<>es not presume to do my wo:rk. 
:t do not pr•.euni& to d:o hi$ wo:rk f M 

The c~:r,reotio:tl does not $;f.feot ~1. thei:o the mtar.t1n3 o:r 
approp:iriat~1u;·uuu1 ot th~ ol tat.:toni! 

On pl!! 289w in thtfi\ mid:ra.2h e.ttr.iburted to Riis. 
b. Iohai!. the phrase "~he Holy 6n•1 bl"1.!l'!lt;ed bf. Me said 
to Iara• Qlj 11 om1tt~411 $ee bel()w lot.& 7 fQr tul.l text. 

3. 1iootnot~ 12 1t p. 302 ita ei r.~ffl:rence to P u f''.S'bi 
~~. eh~ 21 •. '!h$r>~ le. not.h1ng in ~h11 l r& ating 
te'~thflln$ Ul'ldtr' 41$0\l~Ul101lt1 

rootno'tfJ! .11, P• )21.t; 11il ~. reter(\m.~• ·to 
rsalmei.1 672" '1h.$ siou:r~ff oa:nno.t btl looa 
ot thiB ~efe~ene•. 

Footnote. '' p, '6:ii! 111 a retei~•neit to lTa. 
!here 11 nothtns h(t;r& :rtlatinES '\o aoqu :r ne;. rid. tavo'tjJ 
or anything a'bout m.1 tsv(tt~ th\9 'heme unde~ d1eeua.fli!ion. 



: 
' ' 

Footnote Sit Pfi 39~ it a :V$f&r11ru.t~ to fff:re :Q®ty~rtlQR 
~.$, maueb.el SE~ffl 1'1h.a.t 'tin ~abb1nie l . •:ra.tU.'.rG~l'*l.Ull 
ill the on.l;y P@l1fH'Ul Of Wb.()lU j:t '·$ Si.id that. M elff!V'\$4 
God ~out o:t" love. •·tt ft.:ts 1$ a 1irt.~· l6~ mi<in.l'fh., J''~ti 
thfPria is ntr> ref1;re:n"~ to At,raha.me .· · · 

4\ll Ste abOV$ Obs;p\$1,, Il, p,.~ .• I\ .a; 
•H n·• 

5. He1eh.el, <il'h Oi'f.iq, 1 p~ 3531.~ 'l!h~ mid.1:-a.~r+ .im 
~abl:ll~ to 21:~28 (($~~ 4) Ii fh$ V$t-$G 1rll>$ 

•.. 
·1 {t; ;/) •. •Iv.. f .P ,. f\) e '") ,~ CtJ 

' trom imfA1! 

;, { f1 • f -, ,\. '\ f: t :;,, ~ f_,.' 0 .oJ· I ii·" • .., •. ,., , .. A ,;;) · f• ,{) 7•1 , 1 
1
' ;;;; 

,, ~ 4' .... 'ti ~--I~ -0./1 .:: ~ ""-- ,, i 1h1.~ ~._. f ~. ~ ' It-~ ~ l ~ f\t '\ i ,,J .,it~ ~ v . , ,\. t~ 

~h~rit '"artl'f ' 0 tl\e~~ midr;,~hxhi)I ~& •f.a.$ l~~n1' ,i~:~tJ~~ ) i>~i <;)~f 
hei'l.venr; fat of the ~Hi:rtllo · O():r-n andw•ue ~r~ ale@ ~om
p211.~d to m1.:nnaf) tat flah; 1ou:ne; bC\J~ an.4 r()ung glJ'lSJ 
$1,:0d to tion1> $&~ri.fitH\ltS 11 t1:rat f'~'tdt~ and libeJ:t1ons w 
l~~~Gh"l nl';p .. tu.:rs.ll;r sela.t..lt•4 that mid.rash whi(fb. ptu.1ta1ne1 
to what he W!i1,1"Lted to rua.yfll 

6i!l Plli ;,39,. ltja.Pi Ql'b· !°h$ir'~ are CJth&:r a.ga.4ot.whi<Jh $P*l.k 
in the $~me v11~- eom$ ref$~~1n$ to outr1ght d$OGPtion 
~nd El!OlQ.$ to hyp(HJ:r1.tita1 a.et,e. '. o.··.f> ~xt\\mple~. o.n P,"' '10" 
Hesch~l &tates that "Ju.da.itam tirJ not int•:res'ti~4 in 
el.UtOWjj,tOrJ.U "' 11 (!'ht· nO't1' lead~ . U$ to ta. a!b.. fhie 
112£ a V$t'f int~:Ul"'~ltiiig h1$\0:ritH9>l 1.g • It dititou.suuua 
'h.$ ~ev~:r1 k1nd$ f:lt who observe the oblie;e.1U.on1 
,tt) ~n $XOtis.;., fb.e. . . bana.n) a~• ari t:L~i~1ag 
th.le tiype ot pttntlt1 ... ()U.I wt b.ypoeriiil;)al obse"ane$. 
fhe h:l11rtior1cu&l 1mp11~~t.:1on1 l)f this e.gadla a:r~ $)tt1e1d
the ltOPt ot tht& etudyll bu\ th$ agada d.oea. aptl: 
il111mt:ria't,$ H~eeb.el. 'a stat&ment. 

Iit£H~hel 1J.lue.t:r.at$s anotb.el" point ~r:tmlla:tl;r w.btn h• 
eay1. (pl! 36~)~ tvrn Hebrew we 'l,p~ak ~f the m.1tavah a.e 
it 1.t wex-~ end.owttt with &itnsible pre>p$rt1es 11 aa tf i:t 
w~J?fr a o'ln<fr&tit en.ti tr o a thing, We aa{ o for e~e.mpl!S" ,, 18! 

•Adorn. t'hytl@lf' with m.1 t6lvot b$fOPe lU.m. ii> .. ~M1 tsvot .. 
are 'man'$ firierui't" ... ' 1 ·fh.e to:rme?' illtu.~trat1Qn ts a. 
:r:•andom cu~mm.0nti b7 Rtren te-10.ah :in 'fM.<11 ~t 
la t'ttr 11 ~ p:roperl:;r u.sed 8Xc.e:rpt long masha.l. 
in F1r!;e.a 1ibb1 l!i•m~r ~h. :S4. 



S. :P\11 287 ~ L<iV~.lf11JUl &%lfbet 31114111 

9" J:h :;25...;5.., l1!1~l7Jrdi:ti! to ao i J $ 

In th© aam$ r!ltitrmei~~ H!HiOh('J!:.l ma.kes the statement thatil 
t~:rn J'ud.aism even th~ word ~ ia ftfJJ't a.ll-inolttei1v$"' 
HA ma,h who ba.B !or-.h but :n.O !tllm!l1:!! ( a~te . ~rut 
te$1.:r of God) 1s lilf.(iJ a. t:r~ei.sur$l' w'f.io we.a. given th~ 
k•Ylll t.f:> tbe .inn~w ~ha.mber bu" not~ ·~hi!! keya to th• cu~et4 
l)hamb•r. '00 !111.ts 1~ onlf tu op1n1on ot one :f!a'bb1 1 bu;\ 
two othe~ re.bbit. off~.:r pa.:rallel ~p1n1one r$1nto:fe1:ng 
this view. \!tl&bbi Jannai proola1m~Clt W¢>e t(l him · 
that ha$ llO l#ou:rtya:ri4 yet makflt1 a gttte f.o:r ~Hun~ l 
(fore.kl :te a. gat@ wh•~~lfl,1 ·on$ $nttt:rs thfl eourt f)f p1et1·* 
W~• to h1lll. who prepa~~ · t,h.$ 4&fttrJ wi tbout thtt 1$0Ul'*t 
:1 teelt ~) Ra.~bi .JUdah latid~ Wb• HQl;r On@ Jl~ased. llfl 
He or•a.t•d H1e woJll'ld enl.y thm.i men. 1hould f&af'! 11m, 
fQr it is liilaid (Ice~ ,3~14}, ·~ind Gell. hath done i.1, 
th.:tt ma:n S'lbou.ld t~a~ befCf:r~ Him. nt (lb.Al2rm.t. 'l a.-b,.) 

10. !')• 361fi ~h~ .maa~l 11 ffl'om if!1t1td.1. lilt!~ 391llil 

11$1 Pa ;,09. l1r1Rlli l7Q~ 'rhe H*b;rew iea 

~~·~ ... 
, ... }. --~. '! ' !: ~ ,,.. (, ·;' ~ J ~ If ...... 

'-~ ;-' 

- ... ';,: ~ 

,f:i 
~1fi 

-:;;;t fl~( : 

12. Jh 299 * &:vat 5, 20. 

13s Jl)• 'ss-6 ~ Aitot l, J; 4i; a ( 1n P!il.lrt) ~ 



l4Q,l 

1.5\111 

lh ~(1)5-6. AVQ!t, ~f4@ 

P• 3iil~(I\ lt,SJ:t}.3,•• to .. ;}l $ l;;'I' !h~ H$b~~n>t .1.®~ .. ,· .{I 
I t ~ ~ J , .., l'.f \ ~ ;:.r·: 

1\(~ "~\ ,,J)~'· }if:\l'"'····~·rJ(?g ')i'·l~i~·~. i(f ... ~~·~ ~ ·';.':~·1 "}{/St(. l(~.~~jr~; .. ,~ if fr,.~·_, 

I• "....... ·~' ~ ..... ·1 .~ ' ~ "ic ~f:, ~~ f ~ ' ~. f) L· ~ ·7~~. (' l':,,, {:rt(~ l ~ ~·1 t {)i\~ , .. f-'.,}} tJ.,. I~ ~·,.,,t ~ t !; o ;;~ '<J! ~,1{ \ • .- ) /"''> ,:> t~ 

~'b,e rema,,nd.&7.~ Of thlEl mid;r."IS:l.$h ditl!C'tU.'!$iS .1Gih~ Pr'Oble:m Of 
saving a l1f1$ Gill lf1~bbat. It l$ permittedjl nay~ 1t ill 
a duty~ t$ a~.v~ st lite eve~ ,,t. you hava to Vi(J,.,a:tti · 
~l.l the l,9,Wi of' Sh~1:i~lat"' 11t!h~ · 1.1iri~1$:nt l'Abb1s knew 
tbEtt ei:K0Gti1:ui~.v~ p;1,$'bi1 me.; en.dang~r th~ ttt1.f:!.llm$nt rJt 
tha e's enQ<W qzif t;.n~ law 111 { p $ ;5:l6) $ 

1 ;.;; · ;., -:''1 J) , -:r E~ 
' 

i!\b~! 19, l 1 . e.:r 19 11' ll .. ~ . 
rash of oru~ H;;nc~ qm>ted. fuli;v~ 

18$ P11t '2$B Pi! '.!\;J M~t$ ~l,fi ~+i1naan .~ a,2!j 

An add1 tion~l e:ictMnple 13f th<t Ul\r.~ Qf s,,11 h~laobi~ 
pac,s~ag~ !ii.$ 9. p:i;;o('Jt text 1a wb'n H~ae~u~l ~t·taeu 
th0$6. who Olt,d.m that Jt:tdai$In is s. rel.1gion Qf lUW · 
and. not ef :t"~.ith., R~· ~sks .(P111 329)11 

'Whttt 1t not the pOW'$l'." ot .tad. ihll is the mc.»t1vt 
b~hind th~. '~nJunotion of t,he Mil!lh:.mih, (.a.a it 11 
wr:j. tten), A rn"n i.s oblt1ed to blEJse hd for the 
f;!IVil. th1:n.ga ·t.ba.t. oom!$ upon h:t.m 9.a he .1a. cibl1te;$d 
te) ble~1 God to~ th~ soad t~ni~s that oo•• to 
him ? 0

t C~ .Jft£aflul 9, 5 fl) 

19 • p,, )<'.>?' 111. Sifre neu.ter•Jtletn;r 41 (to ll ~ l ]) ~ 

p·. 'oa. Jt11;;0¢t.us ~bba 4·1, 6"' 
!h~ Heb!l'ew 1$ 

i';~ ~ ~ ttt:·) ',:\ .. ,~. 
r·-

.,{ 1 ·~ f\f ·~J ,~~\ ~ 1j ,,, 

~l 11 H"weve:r, Heaoh.•l nt1ss®f!!. th~ oppo:rtuni ty to d:1sQtuua the 
authority ot outi own ~onte.mporary sa.gea<l;I Althcrugh h1' 
Uf.H1Hl~ these mldre.sb1m w~ll~ he f.lould have \H1.td ther.ll $VIit! 
'beite?'. 

t-
i 



:aa. P·~ :593~ Mitfr,a~ 'gr,d~.11•11>! t&dll•l\1 

lf111 

16$ 

°!'he m:J,¢!.rasb. :t"@lads il:'l :p.?1.rt ~ 

!t lll'i t .. rue of evi?>:ry pr1ttc:ept W<?il are ob.lig~d tQ 
fol.low that we do n.ot. obaeriv{'~ 1 t fWOC!.'tib13 
t.c, !l. ta pr1n~er nia:rme:r ancl x11;ile 0 W1~:r.e wir~ to ex• 
ami:n~ \he way eaa.h. or. th.$111 is cibservt& among u1 
it wcmld be dif1"'1ault •eo u:nr11~ratt~:i:1d. "rihy the Hol;y 
On~ oon\11:1:1.,u~~ t<:i e1u·1,taiii ua anf! h~.s w~:rld'.j) · 
For~ we h.¢1d taat t,~., no p;r;•e(#~~pt o::tt~ept ·th~ p:risoept 
of oircv..uttoiaion and tbh p:ree~pt. of th• stuety of 
Tor-ah by ~ohool. Clh1l.l1:re:r.l who tt~.r~ wi tnout si:nt f,\~ 
1 t ii! aa.1.d, 1'1;'.f not tori ~ Qover1.an·b ( ~Uld tor . , 
wh.a.t ia to b& $'bu.died) d.ay and ttiE:;ht, I would . 
not. tmsicti:n .,h4i) c.>l"'d.ine.naes of' hf1av~~n alld ~S.l'"tb..@ g,t 

(J•:~qQ ;,;,,2stt~} 111 

Heeok1til pt.~llad th.1a ~~iument (rut ot a lone; r.'.!.1d:rn0h 
oono@1'1ning va:riou$ :r1 t,uQ,l, (tomrna.ndmetlts <I' 

Pt1 39~1 Not.t l,;!S~ p, J95. ba l+2,B. 
ln fM.'l&the~ 3.ntrei~1:i:t'ttat1cn:1 o • hey bl!ilguiled Him w'. th thfsi;i;• mouth fl; &nd lied UlJ;'QCJ Him wi tlt the1x- to:r~U(t$ 
. 1or the1i'I hea:ri} W~$ not. s tflladta.s t 11 .ne1 thero w~re they 

· ··.ta:ttl:tful in 1:!1~ eov·t1nant 11 *' Rabbi .Met:r ui.1d 0 '~God!¥ . 
it one may a.a.y 10,. •~cl~1m~4i; 'Wb.o wl.J.l g;rant that· 
th$f b.ad ettch a he~rt, u• {1$(qal 11 that what they now 
aa.1<:1 ·M1~1 . :r411ttl m. &ant il'l.~ th.~1:r be£i.1~t,) j!I ( )Je 

''t 10•) ' 1~ this be~t inte:rpre·~atlon o e 
, Awhe ·.will ~:rant that tl1.Eiy he.d tilUOh a. t1ea1··tit 

. u . ~:ronomr 5 ~ atlS j Ill 

p .. '66t Jt?eboj !l&J 1£u~!J! :.taa.. 
!h.12 m1d:ras 7£ti ~ pla.1 ~~1 the wol?d 11

·' • 

lh 4155111 

p® ;l40. 



.af ~ :P. '6!:> !& The a.gadot a;r<li) taken fJ:"om fill~ibbaji l0$'b e.i.n4 
'-t?-~i!.ll f$2 • :1:~espetJJ't:t·1.taly ~ 

al. 

~'® 
;o~ 

;51. 

1''».l1•·f;.b.e:t.~ on ~lottn ·~he :page.~ Itesoh~.1 qu.o·bes ~~ .1:tcl:fasb. 
ttre•rl,!-"'1;i..1;.,.1:l.! ~~bbt\ 189 l) ~~ follows~ 

Se$ I a.m Pt~flt!/Jfl My a'bod4'9 1~ pure, My xd.n1a·J:,ar'$ 
.•;i,:r,t., pu.z~e 11 and:th~ t1oul I ha.vt g:lvsn ·th~e i ~ 
pur.·~." • 

'!h,.o midi"'a.ah :.t;~u·r.te·t.ions as $. iroot text tf;'Jr "~h.a acrul 
whieh ·w~~ J."'(~04:~5.tre is olealliit". • 

:!h 

p .. 

l'.h 

'.P l\l 

J2A~ .... 5!! 

351~ 

Ji:9 ~~- i//1 

329iii 

sit~t lfu.~~r.2rM1m;:r .tie { t.o lJ. ~ :22) ,. 

~n~uli~ l§o'bfi\ .. ;4~.1. 

Megl1J.J.·~1 to 22 i 30"' 

a.d.dG8 
JEHlihil~a to l.4231~ In th~ sam~ vej,:nll H$sQhitl 

~f!P.e aa·bo1a cltiri.ie«lt a aha.re :tn the J.1f® t,(, oomfl 
:n.o.t to those who woi~e a;ia11 ty of w1~ong d.~~etts, but 
tll th.0$0 wh'' &ae$t•·ted views tb.at cont:t'"'adi.()t.Gd. 
:rund$Jn6!nta,l b•siliefti • · 

!'~ .. ~ 

~ '~t· ~, ,~,~ r1 
·r 

! 1'~·-i :) ) ~ 

?hit f"undamt1ntal 'beliefs $aUm.~rated. es.re th.mt r'1au:r.• 
r1!1e'M.on ot tl~ d~a1i !~ <l~()r$ed by th0 fo:rah and that 
~;,he ?l~'lra.h (H.)m4!!~ t~m God.$ Peri denying th~•~ liH~""' 
lief.a~ 01° fo~ b~ing e.n Ap1t~ro1, on' 11 dar;1.ied hi1 
$hartAt in tbia worild. to oomit~ . 

,2. PP• ::J02-3. Gene,fl!is Be.lab! 19,,. 
,,. p, ,,.,g, 
,4. ~n~~ie Rabi! 89~1$ 



·:. 

'• 

; ,,~ 

~h~.[f.l im the f'ull rnid.raBh t() /~.:> 1 "0 
/ 

;) k ;"; :'l,'.;)k.1 
but ·thfH m1dra.$h1m on thlil?I oth$r V9'.t"tu11~ e,re also §Sem$ (ii 

"111 P® ,91® P..v,2,l .ti,5. 

JT $! lh 3e;~3~ 11~Vi:&$l,!Y:!! ~:p·oa #i2@ 

Mos ·t; of~ th.ts m1d.:t.'l~~h 1sprsa.ln1 about t,he l$lJr1rl.g up ot 
tl11t~v·ot~ !hia ts the pt.inQh :lJ.ne a.t tb.tt end* 

'' ~ p * 329-;30 $\ fb,e aout*(HZ:ts <Iii tet'l t~!r~~ 1 
pro~m.1uml) €l.nd. ~rerumhsi.'. · iitMSlQil!il.b. lll " 
Lame11t~.tin:n~ R~ w~ ree. JI 

Acaoreti:ns to thj,s aour~~+>· th~ light, of t.he fe)rah 
WCJuld. not be:ve brott@;flt 'tham baok to G·od. 0 but to 
a•the :righ:t pt-.1,\kl~'- =~en.,; ~ «*The ri:c;ht path'·~ nt)f"mal:ty 
m.$Oti1, o'blH.i'i'llVane@· ~t the et·umna:ridment~ <ll Th3.:r# 1r1.ew th&t 
the · 11~~ht. of 'bhe ~orab wfluld ·hur:n them t:rom the Wl'G)mg 
path to tb$ r~e;b.t pat•h :J,E,1 euppo~ted by th~ ~oll'!nl$tate:,o;r .... 

";\li·:'.>.:::i t:tJ-.l"'r.Ji $. }1owevi:t~, :tn f~. t 
wm.~all:illl\~;111 "\" l.J ·•1.l,..c:t , .. ,,,:Ci "'~ .. ,, , . .,,, , .,;.,,,,, '''"-1-" , ~· ~ 
w~ PC!.W· ~ <i;.-"'~C. i ~ h .. '····- ~· t-t:i1 ~;,.... ,..,/ ) ,,li-t~~· l-t ~"'"':,.,.~:"~~f-, .~i; i ~ ~--:~ .. ""\! ~ ,. 

, ' l, ,,,;:UC ! ,.~ 1' . f1 .fl N :~\ 

--$'below'* Qhapte~ IV~ p.,.k,,~:ffor a~ W!l1SU.~WJtai1~u,·:ru1 U!1$ 
~t ·thi~ method,. 

40(!) Prii ;\'lit ~~o'f!,, l'a 

4111> ~~\is Rabb11a, 46$1$ 

4a <I> 1' ~ '!r10 it ih&~kah s:ae>, *' 

4)1' Ps 402ff ladu~ l§i~~ 141 11 1 · ~ 

44~ )?$ 311<1< E:n;Qd\U~ Btlfbl J6tJ~ 



• "t' . 

ro~ eitom41 8]'}1$ll~1f11 e:itam.plEHll II eite ~'bove ~ Ne>t$ 'li1 !It 
t?he £H~le~tion tflom fd!v&trt"' Bf'b'bl: .lS,l Wal$ dug O'Qt 
of a Vfifl"'Y lon@; mtd~eudi w:~h. ma.ny ~~mb1ilng$ t!ln th$ 
ve~Jtl!e., n:aemewbe~ then thy Orea.tor in th•d~y1 f$.f fl'q 
youth ( Eo~l* l~ s ll~ 

Site al.'bO'trEilo l'ft)i$ rl ~· . fh.1111 bea:u'fU.ful midJ"[cl,L1b. W~tll, pulled; ., .. 
ou.t ~f: ;r.a.nd.0111 ~~ema:i:~k~ ciQnQs:i:~xai:ng tha lighting f:>.f th• 
@a~d;lf) en ~ .. .n ;})<:? 1kJ, 11 .. i , ex1l1ZHH1~.t1<)~.$ on u.:.i>i~''e H)(2~'ti 

~ ,; , "ni -~ e..nd. othei'!I 1l("l:r.e1~v~:no:lf.Hih ., 
~ t J t· ~ /'I/ "'ii ... 

.Hit$~b~l ae.ya (p~ ._,71h t~At th$ en.CJ. af dayf:J» $Vil Wil.1 
be oonque:red, by th• On~§ :1~ hiit,er1<t t'.l.mes, ev11' 
must be aonqtte.:r~4 Qrtft bt·0ne4'~ !h.ie l1'emGt:t-k 11 bii;HH\!14 
on a oommflnt 1n 1Jitml?1r1Its15~l~6i · · 

I1:ra@l Slfil.id to the Holy one~ 1)l1HU\!ed be }I.t,ii 
~sovar~1e;n li:if th~ UniV®r'$ffB Yem know th$ ;rwe:f' 
or. tbe '1tVil incl~.ns.1iio11, how strcme; it is% 1&14 
'thf! Hol.y One~ . bl.$t$.eed b~ lie to therru u1'i$lQdgf! 
him a :u. ttl!EI in th5,Jll wo:rld a:ud I wS.ll rGm.ov• 
hJ rri. i't'~'Hl'.! you 1n. th~ fu t\n::"e, t~ <$ • " 

~~h1.s oor(nne.nt is found in ·tne m1d~)&lsb. w~. th the plcu1 
ti\f,o:ry ~1,out Kine; De.vi.el. who got~ ti:p a,t m1.dn~.ght tll1) sttid.1 
~ot~.!i!.h a.ncikEa:pt1 mt 1 t until. dqi.wn111 



Oha.pte~ iv 

.as •1u.1;~fitt~Qn- 41~1 !fe1:e1~·uf!J! 

:t.t it 11 ta.l:r a.nd. p;roplll:r to. l~ud a. sohollir to'.f hi.i 

a.s'tiutenef!ul tn iu~ing the t~acti !tiona.l .&.:HY11r<f;uu~ 'f'(lir 4otumtli

'taid.e.>n~. th•n 1 t 11Si als(:f ta1:r and proper to ~ritiel1~ hf.':nt 

:t"o:r any WfH.ikneee.~@, eho~1e-oming.e o:ri $U$Jr~.pt diatc~\i~n1· 

that mar lilEf tour.u!t in tht d.ooum$ntat.iont Such 1ho~itom1.~SPJ! 

an! d1eto:rt1ons b1111.:ve 'be0n f¢•,;n1nd (ll· 1'b141l~ft arl!t! 11 tua.tio~m or : 
OV'$r~aoour.nentat1on and undt111J? ... dOl'.Umf!nta.\i<)Jh Some\1~e1 ,.: orh~ 

1#!1 l•t:l a;:roggf af'\•:r i*$a.ding th~ nttm•ntlll :rGf'~u:··enote. ti·te4 

j.:n suppo:rt ct one p~op~1t i1(lln. fb11$ illll not a. l~fl1oua 

eho:rtaomine;, ra:r mf)rt setlous a:f$ th• 11 tAuR.tic>rui wh•rt· ~n~ 

woiild lik• Jewt~h proof 'bul to~ whi~b. Jewi~h p:root 11 

w~e.k or 'totally 1e1.:ruifJn""· Ae 1hown &bov• in anapt~.u· I:tI .,
1 

D~ •. He~chll:tl ean us~ t.h.tJ 1ou:rt~1 wiih telliag a.oou:rao;y ~n4 
! 

p~eai1ion.111, %et,, w•r t1nd e1.iH1~e wb.~l*$ the ~ourc'bll! tht~i:t, hit 

' 

~u111leQtlll ~r• ambigucu Qf" unolea.rw. or oa.s•~ whflre th11y 

ili'UPPO.~t th$ Pftt'.!/'.P0$1.tion onl.7 palft1a.lly or wt1akl7 * fbe~ei 

are e.lso s~me cho1@$ e:la.mpl.•$ wht'r$ the ftSS.dl!.I, ~1ttd in '$\1}~• 

'PQl."'t of .ao.m' J$t$,tement 081.~ b$ \ult'ned :ria;ht a.:riound a.nd. uiuJtd:" 

ttg1.:t'iu1Jt h.:tm~ . MoreoverJj 1t,,h,$:r$ ~rtl ma.• •~titmpl•~ of diftft:ri~ 
' ' ; 

~nt kind.a t\f' distiortion ~r- m1SU.$1 @t aiga.d1o o~ midf!e.rditt• 
'1 

p$&sa..ge$ ., 'lh.eretore~. ln thiaw tah1.pt•~,. I propose tic ~x~· \ 
. I 

\ 

utus in. ·f!om~ d$ta11 th.tee woakruiuuus1 ;b1 the 4ofJ!um&:nta't1P•~, 
' . ) \ 

. \ \ 
"\ 

'· 



ltlk£~iH ll.~ ~ 

l~ A Vfi~7 SP«:J~ie.l kiniti ot d1s$o~t1on hae e.lr~EtA'ff' btt4ltn l ' ~ ' 
alluded tot · Hoe ob.el b.1,8 a t11u11d•n.:t.y t~ r•fe~ tG nth.it ll\bbie • Jt 

Wh$ri quoting a mtd~ta.f.tlh in 1upp();rt .of $Ctnit p~:httt he will 

$a.ft ~fhe Rabn:Ls aa.id~~· th.ii o:f· "the Ra.b'b11 •~14111 tha.t. U).ll~ia 

read:t~ the .mid.:rat!lih..1 we aomf$tim~!'lt tincl that a partiti"tilaf' 
,.,, 

re.bb1 me..df; th~ s ta t&:tn$nt, fl 9.n!lll n~ti - 1,&k'tl'•·· 1tiF •x.ampl;$ • 

S$SCh.~J .. EHtfSt "Tb$ ~bh11 lll.$.intain th.4it 'things not :reV((U~.1-d 

t1e M0$0e wer~ :revealed to Rabllt A.kit.ta and b:t1 aolleap~~h u 

!ht r.ittete :le corJrltCt bllt. 1 t U.£ not by ijfb.e Rt1.'bb1• 4' ~ It .lei ;. ' 

bf a. Huna.111 

Hes(Sh.el s~rs t ~,~ t'h"' a:n@ien.t kbb,.$ thist w:rt1\11-t ot· 
J 

l~arrd.ngt ot Jforan, W.!ilifll one of th~ higbiiH'r\ fSOl!l\lth ~· It 

weittld e~em thti1t a. at~t*mililnt or tnt~ ($(')~t 00~1ld. b$ •&$il"" ' . 4 ff 

dol\l.mtl)nted t:ttom the tl'*at\1\1on$ Yet1 ·in thi1 mi&b.Dt tib:t 

:r~ter1tnce i.$ to e.. a'ta.tem$nt t>7 a P®l<r,ien;~lu .r~abb1 * ,,,,,.,,::. 
~·~~ r·- ' f. ~, c. ·: ~/ \. (:; f"'z b t . tj . l i ~ . ~ }, ·~ . t ... ~, ~·:~ ,f~) '.i,. tv!, ~1 ~ i ~ .t''·' l\ ··., it ~. -.~.~ .• , '"'"- .... £ .~;,; ." ~J ii t.. ·i·~~> t ~· !L f~,~, ~ ~ ~~J '"r"'.~a ~1g1( '1( . l ~ '":;t 1 ~ t--~ , 

t'.i.· '1 "''I" ;) /J."...,_ ~ , ~ J,,,. -fl r,t' ,,,,.~..._,,.. ~ . N ,'•.if· • ., ~x-., t '• -•'''",!! 
"' . ...;- tt' ;•''' Ii J ' ·-, ... 

~ I ~) f"'' "> 1· f~'i f"i. f. r~-~- 1 , 
; •7 ;·) :"! I ;'~ 1) ·.;,, f ('$ ;:( ~.: N :i<) I k ~;y1>f Ii:,,;,-: ~Y'HJ'"! ·~. \~::,· I; i ,,;)', 
~ I i' ~ \ .. , • , . ...._ •11, t {-. '"*'' r·- o1o i q ~ 

, it .. l··i p 1 .ti b ... , .... 1h I 
It '·$ !.ll thi& more ~•p:rfthe:i:u&1bl!ll) .to mil!3\UH» e; mithna, be ... · 

Catt~$ in th:1.e ?t1~hna., ~a w&ll aa 1n mea.n;r otht~rs t th•~• 

l£l st~tt1lm$nt1 by 0 ttut ~bbi•. ~• ltl.t t.h11 1$ net on~ of 

\h1$ttl.,,, !his etat"®m&nt J~6 !11$:f'$l;y 'thti epi:n1on c:ll.1 0nfll ri~:t>'b1 

wno $BYI that it. 1~ morei im.p(;')rtant, to study te~all 'than 

\o ma~t $ liVin3. 

ln tb.• tollow1;ng •x"mples ~ H•~oh~l d.1stortB th$ 

m$.dtte..$him on two ~ountlS ~ titi.;t,1' h~ olei.inu~ tht1J,t tl'ley a.~11 

ss.'ttat'iement~ by ttth.~ it~b\1i~ 1 u ®.nd EU~CQK~. hE7 dietot''tH~ th~l~ 



meaning. Jo'tb midra~hi..m ~an b$ ut1u1d u~&ill Heea1h<&l V$J;1f 

~U"f'e;o\1Vlfilf $ :Cn the fir-et ~Jtl!!tmpl$J H1!ttQhel atat~lti 

ftu'l.danililJ1:n:tal :1m.:pc:rt&ni:Hi• of 
(1taliea m1nG) set tc,u:"th 
ont ef the an~ient llabbii!'H 

·~~·~· 

1- ,. 'k'" i•'"'t I .,.; ..•. ,, 
··,,11;"K.C-?. 1~1 .. .1 .• ;1·,,...- '"'I' "·"'.· ·.#·~·i' ,:, , .. ,, ,.. , ·'"1 lfa..ff1,,.. J"'i",..i,J,r~1 tP·)•<:::.l 

- ~ ,- 'l,,,.. "" - ~..... 8' """"".I \·}: ~ f'J t ........ ,ill- ~ ,~..,,) I f 1 ~ 11~ '"'""~'" J ·i "'"'1 f\~~ '-. ~. ti "I 

,...,.~ ·' ...... ~ '""'''· t""~ 
I . ., "I ~~ . ~ ,.. '·•. ~., ·~ • ~ s .. ~, • i 1 ··., ', .. '! 'I ( , .• , \..' j'(··~. '\ i .... ~ I 

...,.iH'l )'«.)r\ ,} .. /·~,t'" \"~;· (~~.Jh,,..,;,.. ,}c,,,,.~,~, ·-11/'"lf .'"•'1.;"1 '·id 

,.,, "'• I •,,/· '"\.I"\ · ; fl ,/ 
., ~·.;i)c:i.i;i ·;··.;;J,iS>fN I ;:::~~! 1 !11) 'J i1l )NI(.:'. 'f\1 

.f ' 

l~en~h.~1 t'ete:re to th1.till e.ill a at~tem~nt ~f ~·•the atlo1•nt 

R~lllbiiih" me tt:itt 1tat~r1u 'trn ;:~ &;; 1(r./1t ·;1 ... th~ Ae;.~d1e;tt; 
11.y.,tt Who arEi th•1(fll .Agad.i1ta? It i's nett <1erta.1n 11 but 

~p~e.:fently 1 tlltf w~•• a ~pet1.m.1 1onool ¢>f :ra.1ibia wh.o Ae-
6 

· 

V(')t(i14.f. t:ttn11.lv1a e:xf.illu1i V'ely to ,h_ 11Hcp~:nuieU,ng tt>.f ag$.da.il 

'rb~~•to:re • ·1 t 1~ n~' eJU~P:P1$1ns 0. no:r 1$11 i. to p&t.rt1~ul.~r>lf 

$1gn1f1~ant to tind aga.di.$.i;ll p:tNii•1:ng 1igatit1t. ln any even\w 

they a:rf.I n.o\ th.61 '"up \UiU&lly ~~tErt*red to &1 "'thft ant1eat 

J'&bb11. ~i !fhe anl'Jli•n.ti ~llfbill6 &.:r~ th& 1*iliPJl1.l m1.r$te:Pmt 

and fli1,l'll~ U$UJl.\\lly ;t'l>~~f$~X'~lhi to bf 'ho s.\J;:rpf! J,l,(\\ t1 OU ;~:H f'.L) ri ()::f' 

!J ;~·"\! • .l:n ta@t.l/' :tn thEi eon:tt~xt f»f th.$ :.ft1ll m1d~$.Alh~. 

N ·~ ~· 1 {') ""'~ ' ff h&V$ a 'fiont~~f1i t 'betw•$Jl 'tilM$! p' · .:::H ) tti:nd. the .... f'I ~ ~J c~·;"t ~c )I ~i @ 

(SH tl'vll :full t~:Kt ot tht m1dr~l!ilh b~lcr\'-r.) fh(I.) ~ta.teimt,n\ 

Jll.$1.d~ by Heaoh0l that you. will find. God in tb~ aga.da :tm n~'\\ 

th(tl oa tsgo1,.ioail pronot~noem.e:nt ot the anoi•iit Rei.bbi~ ~ tt 

ie:.1 mertly the op1:n:J..on of. th~ A$tillA.U.1i1 ~~ ,. fh.us ~ Meaolt~l hae 

glve:n us a falafl) imp:reeaion~ 

' !--



ol,E!!e.Vi: untpo 'hhe Lord~ acrnord.i:ng to tbl':il an~:1ent R~:i.b'bis, 11 

to atud1 fi81fldJ.,!,o; fh~ tex\ stat\l&ls eJta(l'Jtlr the oppoa:11H,-'l· It 

eWik:S 1 "H~w is 1 t p1xuu~ibJ.ti to~ a ma.n. to a11H~end. O:tl h.igb e.nd 

ol~a:ir~ unto fir$ (the to~d) ,~ Whe 1.m;pl.1oli1.tif::in 1J.!J tht.\t a 

:P41tlr$&n aemnct @ltiav~ d.:t:w~;tl;y unio ~h• liea"J4.. ~t,9. kl$ uan 

~l~il\V'1 tl1 t~G a~ehamim and ·theti~ dia~1J>l$S ,,. 101~ th.Otr.1$ . 

Wftfil tit' ~~. Qoit W!l.l lliU\16;r:1.b~ to fph.elll tli.llil J.f' they hmd pe;r ... 

tine midrca.eh 1a;yl' that thrw W!it:f to tlfile;v~ unto th~ Lord 11 

·tit> ~l~a:ve \.m.tQ the Oha~h1.mim11 i .$., °t<'J etudy ha2iSl'f~, · nt1' 
- ~ ! 

!ti!.gad.a. Hee~heJ. distort@ '\b.~ $1!HlEH'I ot the m1df!~l$h W' r"•""'· 

te~:ring (:)r1l1 to t'he oomtUtr.m.t ct th$ ~'"H;;;,; 6-~·1 ; t:~-)\ ~~ • 

:r.n the tafHlond. •:Jtample 11 H'.$JJt>d1el 1~rta:tEia 1t1 i•~Q thoa~ wl\o 

d1d not appl'•@:tat.e the valia.$ ot ag~da* th.$ It.a'bb1$ &:pplied 

the v•ra~. '7.!hey g1v-e no h&t!Wd \o the wo:rk1 ot tnt Lbrd, 
1 

n0r to th\t a.$ts of' !U.a hNldat • ' ri 1'b.~ liefbr~w 1fi # 

l_ 



11r$t.$ the Rabbi1 did not apply th• ve:r1t§ Habbi Jo1hu1' 

d.14~ fhiU\!i\ this p~e ... "gaaa.: 1ouro'' :r<J:llt@tia tb!$ ep1n1on tlf 

on,l.;yi one )?If.bbl~. t1ot a Ct?nfleneus. _. Seoon~.lll the 'midraah gili\ll 

'bt u~~d l?lo:t:~ O(;):r:retlt~l1 to ~etute Hea.oh~l tihan ·~¢' eupport . 

him, O:nly· ont rabbi mppli~r!! tb.1~ ve•~u~1 to the- 1Ea.g1;111a." 

Wb$J:11$a.~ j;he a:~~ll?&Al e.:pp11e4 the V$rarei to ·tb.$ Bh~ma. ·t\e\I 

.•. 1-.!1 (~~:, .... t,"t( .~ c) ~\ J ( ~ '\ 
t"·'l ljl ••• - ~,:f " ! "·~, ,,,,,,_,~i -, i~,_. r I 

, 
• r· .<~~>r/i ~ ~i~ C ~) } f i fl :) :·' j ',~{ ('' --,, ;,) 

fh• li'hhtta.:1i1.:Uvt opinion 1e th.9-t the p$l11~en who •·1·1'.\o.een•t 

g:tv~ b.e~t to th@ wo~kl Qf ~h~ ~rd~ nor te the iu~t1 et Mla 

hgdai it1.~ ·the. peJnuu::i. who d.QG& n<>t ~1'Q1 te th.ti !hflm~- ~"".-", 

wltei 8.(ll•a n«l!t follQW th~ a~ohliii> 

Al can b$ s~"u b;v th• !!1.lrx:>V• oa.ru1~a fl H•eoh.$3. iH:.uai&t1m$1 

d.is'toil!tfl; ~ m!.Ct·a~h w cls.1mtns tnt. me.'b'b11 e.1 "tl'U~ attilibOr 
' 8 

r-l\'tbb.ti>r' th.an :namt tbst pa:rt11ulf,:t" l!"'abbi.. :r0;rhps.B aom~ 

'!rrould p~ea 1\ otf 14t$ pe'!lti~ l.1t.l$nse o:r ptie.u.M.:1ber•1 pr1v11ec•@ 

tut f'oYV .~ ~H~h.oJ.aM~,. t~htG 1a a d1a\o:rtt.on~ It :La a.l$O '»o•· 

~U>l@ tillat Ueeohi'iJ., oona~1ou$lf .~;r uneo1fl.$Cio'tl~l1 (P. ehOil·t 

to dis\ort e11 g1V$n .mtd.x~aeh 1n thii w~y in. 0rder t() l$nd 

gt.14'at~r authoi~1 t;v to it1t f~~ t'be ~,eaderb thE~ phra.iet 

"tin~ Rabbis rJ$.1d~9t ie muob .mt1r$ auth()l"1tativ~ti m~l"e ftJJi• 

m1,d.able tha.;n ~. llletl?• tt!~bbl ·x !U~id111 n 

2 *' fh~ two mid1~a.$ll1m jU$'1$ a.nalymed. ~bOV$ a.r$ e:it ... 

oell$1;i::i.t ex~mplee of bow a scn1ro~". selected by Hesohel, 

oa.n be tu:rnad e,sa.im~.t him~ !h!.k'!i 1.s not dorie tha."ottsJ;a 

fo:t"11H~d 121't.Ei:rprst.!~.tions 'but by a e~mple reading ot the 



pla1r1 m"1an1X)g of tbti texts~ T.h$,,& a.ire a fEJw aid.1 t1ona.J. 

•~a;mpltm Qf tb1.s t;ype~ H'ea~b.el 1tat•~ $ 

A r~i. t~v·a.b 1$ wl'Mnte m:1n4 a:nd . myat~:v;r m"te tt 
~l'e"te. a.n 1r'1~ge ot ll:od. A aeA.oi~e4 d$ed 1~ wher9 
•a~th a.n4 h~aven rot1&t"9 

Al An 5~ll·~at:r.a\1on ~f' 'tb.~,li!.I point~. M~$'h~l Q~trbti!$ & nd.dl"a.~b.3 

• ln\l at. · a ( Pai.lme. 
., ~t a $tl!I . · a .~g (3!*11~ he.t th~ 

~1 ti1~$'.!1I ot' Rom• enould tit.l1~ vlsi ft ~;r:r1a.. n~:r tilt~ 
e1t1,$iS#;tt:t ot Syria. visit Hom~, · fhtUt when «-c4 
o:rea.t$d the wcr>l4 K~ dltllQl~f.$\iid, 'rtt:Je 

,A). Gl 
I ~fl c 

WQ$ a fll'U. •.o !Ill .~ o:ri\lij. lf$ l""GIG.ittd;•<l 'h~ 
fii-mt d.tu;.'lr'@& a.nd sai.th •thoee who art$ 'below 
$Wtll tltfH~f)nei t.o th•t~ Ol'JJi IU.g:n •. Wb..il(ft 1;.bOB~ W:b.O 
a:r-e on high $hs.ll d•ttH)snd 1Hl 1ho.l!ie ·tlct.u~. t e~• 
b•low ant lt will. bes1~,' a1 11t; 11 iJitl.i~~ ~ .· .. · .... · .... 
~· : . ~ (k0iij" 19120) •. 
Od 1~ W ttt¥U H 41lii 
a.~~*~(hO< 

Altihr:>u.gb thei l!•,t:ton o:r 't:na m1d:r1.~h. tha.:i :ta quctildi t~ 

quot~d ta:t. ·tbfullf • it 1$ t~ken out of oo:nt•xtit- fl"m ltiey 

1'$r$$ 1t», llfw.n~tlill(j'HlltWe:r t'b.t Lo:r4 Pl•m.s•dli' that hat~h !I• dl)ait 

in b$a:V$1ti el.nd t~t:.i:rthu (Pf,il&lm1 1)526) * 'hs: pla~ .. 111 ml1!l~a.~ine; ~r 

the ~nt1,r~ mid:r.1imh .ita. oont•:itt 11 S.illl.d tbt1 m&f$hal, i$ to d!llntOt\• 

f:)t:rat~ tl'ifl omt:t.1.poten.c~ of Go\;'fl• ·te: 11\\b.r»w th~.t $..tl.ything ,.tui«a 

Q~d wa.nt.,t& to d~ .~lt de$$• evfifn ·~o th~ extitrrt of :r\!lla~lnt~.iq a 

:Pl'QfPV1ous dferi•• e:r g:1:'11':tns po~eri tei MO$$e to :rlAl$ ove~ .th• 

i·u~a.Vtn~. :tt ~;111 t:t."'U.~ tll.bit God £11,;nd mra.11. lMaiav®.n and ~eu:11th d~ 

me4it• 'but only at tb® e;iv1:ng ~f thf* 'r"Of'l.il>b ¢~n Si~at. W:n~ 

mtdre.sh 1nteooe tnie t~ b~ ei.n ~x~$pttonal ~e.ee. H~&leb.$1 mt1~ 

+uiaes the mitt.i~aeb 'by f$·lltne~e.l1z1ng 1 t,, bf ti1s.;ri:tlg ~ha\ !'r'lil;I 

mitf.3ve.h is ~ mlfleting tl$twten ~d a.n4 man~ 2.!JD.!s may b$ s. 

ti~~ $itt?.t.1mtntu wt it 



11$ li.$lfH:ihel • m ~t:t1d not t.hat ()f tb.!W m1dJ."t11.sb. f!e:~oh.el 1• 

"tr,r1. M.11g. h:ts ow11 rn:\Cl.:~t·H~h~ t,t'h$· o~~:tg:1!1al e;ei.y"f$ th.e oppt>1i tt 

-of wh,e.t, he wantfii to 1t1a;r and can be u.sed e.ga1r,ukit b:lm.,. 

Anoth~:i:r e~~m.mplt':j- In buili.U~ig up the 1n1pot·ta:na• f!Jt ·th$ 

*"'f!iV.t,_t\$ H®t~H::\'}if)l s·f~.~:t!~s tl:(..~t th~ 17 !$1.g1';;1.~.a WZ'J.~ill o:ns or \h~t 
:u. 

ti~.~Q.~ur1 ~.·HH whloh ·wt.:l:re P:i:"'O.t1.taed to Im:"ii.el at Ma:rab.,.0 

IJIE!!f1,f But~ f\~rth•~t" m:1 ~.n M:.i.e ·,£iar~.e r.l'l.~.d:t"a$h.ll w~ b~:V@ 'bl~ 

1n'te:t:f·~~ete.t5.on to ~'lyou '1ilhm;l). l.:c~ep e.J.l hi~· u:;~~~ttitea ... 

~' i\P1. 

' 
App$;X"~m·t;,l~t t t.h~ mi.{li·stsh ~.ia ·t,i"yin~; ·to tell. u.rs i~hat liet~)fl"i:ng 

\¢) !c1.[:'.',·\!<'1ot :t.~:\ ~-lr1gtrt ~.n G·od 11 $ eyes bv.t lteepj,;ng Hie ~ta:~ute$ 

ot th~~ tre\9,sure~1 whi(Jh, w~tt~1$1 prom:J.~~d tvi:i l$ll~.l!O:.t e;f, Ma,:(!ah~ 

how muf.lh morie si:i wt:te the halaol~~ ~ll.1:U'i~ th.1~ midr~~h o~n 

be u1:-1et1 111.01,~1".1 ef.f1'1HJ't1 v0ly 'i;r~) bul14 ·up 'the 1mportaniO$ ~~f 'th• 

.. :-: 

iJ 



or1 one o~oaa.:l.tJt~ 11 but 111 th~ followillg C1EM11 1~~ Hesohel fa1 i1 

·t,Q x~ei'iite the ax-stuii~nt 01~ t.b.e o;ppolili:M.on~ X21 te.11.ins~ 

1tl1tement1 ·rrbioh uee.em$ to e:~preHlS Wl ~:.i.nt1-ag~'<' .. f1:tc ap1:r1 t,.1 ~~ 

Xh1$ st8>t<:ilmen.t,, i~ 'by the llkl.byl.01::t:l,;iU1 AnH)li'!i UJ.~, e .. nd :r.~<,.et.d(t$ 

S:h1Q~ ·the day ·t.h'S a:l1~mpJ.Ei 1111. Jer'],~~:le:m wa\!1 dii·ill..,. 
·t,;~oyi&d e,l.l ·that 1rn l~:ft to '!.'.he !::1o1y 011~ 8\,l'.l'liiJ' thEt 
tou11' O'tibi't.$ of ha.lauha..12 

'.llhi\Jn ?·h,lllchaJ. tlfl'i(ills to $.Qften th$ 1..!. te:rfit.l mEHl.ni:ng~f if:,b..t 

atat~m@nt. by aay:l.ng.~ 

'J!hoi;H~ who r~lH,·tft11 tn:ts p61 . .iu.~:;ap$ as ~. sts.tement ·Q;f. 
cUs_plir.agelfient cit agl.Ei,dB. fail to n.cd.>ic.1a t.h&t th.ia 
J~a~s~.ge 1.a ha1'"dly &:n E!;.itp~e~H~ir)n of' Jubilationlf. 
Y"'-p .,r·t"""'""i"~·"'"' 'l''f.1.f>.'l.1>c~~ !I Ill! *""'· n""1i'>"'""""lr n""'"'"~"'~'nili d ... U,,,.. ~,.,,.l ~.~VJ,,lf ~it,.l..,\,.,I;\~. :· -~~" ~,,,.J,:_r,,~ ~·· ,J,,f;;J" 4J 1 ~J ·"'''.\,<li,li.i\'f"l ~~~i, ,t.·..t···~tJ~ V1ffi,i&,~.-C...4 

€:~"ie.t' o,'(;, tb.t5- faot ·t,bat !ll!A.Xl'g att,en:tlVt:"!il'l~~~m i~Q 
('.~ .... ~ 'l.."""'"ffl"' """""'t"""'""'!:'Jl ·ff~ ...,!:11,f..tJJli'i"''l!l! ,,.f~ h>l'<1·'l"""""'ili ,t,:t.. ... \llt. ·~•»vtl;;;.l. t)'"'.:1\J.C~- VJ "'1.-~~IO •,.f., . .,;.4 ?,<->t~f_.ii\"":;_;:·1,),. ·1;,,.f'i.,.-. ,i.oMo~""~';J"'.\'"'• !.!fl" •.,.,,~, J>i>,~ .... 'l. ... J'~li~p \l.~~W 

(Jt~d 1 fil Q 11$0tl t 1.n W'O~ld. a.:f f tti:t"S $ 3.X:I l.tU~. t t~·lf>S 'tiM t 
lie (nttsida the l1m.i t'.-l ot h!:\\l.a~;}h,~,"' 

t1e)(:t, nor the ecnt.a~ct support h~.m~ Th.(:: te:ii:·t compr1.fJb15 :;f;l.1 

t,}M~ Si,#a:t6\imJ:mta/ !.:t'! ~~ia tr<:'.)llewf3 ~· 

1. 



deeit:ro;r"d.ii th• Molr On~ ll.ts,ed b1 H~ ha.ll§ nothing 
in thi1 woj1d but th' f()ur .oubit~ 0t 
alo11a•h So said •l~" A'bay~u At tirs·~ . ult to 
$1'U4,;r Ul mr hO·Ul!iHlrl __ f'll;tli pra~ '1.i! 't'tho .. gue. 
line~ I h&ve h@a:rd ot Ula ti! EU:tying 1(1. ~ px•ay 
only in the pl.¢*,"e whe~• I study ill. a~ Anuni &la( 
R<11 At1sit1 though th~;y bad. thi. rt•~n flynagogt:.t•a 111l 
Tib11S1:ri~s~ p:ray~Ml onl.y b$\wi&en th~ p!ll~r>$ wberifl,\ 
th$cJ Ul!MH1 ·~o Ea t.ud.r • 

Ai:l a oha.ll$llf!fi to the st~t~m~uli tfl>f Ula.~ Ht.H:Hlh~l b~itrlalm 

in the oont:t,,a~tins 1 ta:tem~n:t.~ sq~ll th1. \ the lioly One he• . l' in thir; wo:rld 1.e ihe ~we and. f$.ar at hd. 9~ !biWlft ~on .... 

tt:raatins eta.t~mll\i¥nt& by ttl~ 4ttt.d n~ Jooh.a1:1.nan do no mor~ tb.•n 

4$tnen1t:roa't,$ that th~iP~ arie ~o:nt11ot1n~ opinlon& in th$ 

a.g~daj that 'th$ agada 1$ n~1the~ d~t1nit1v~ nor autha:r1 .... 

t,!ii;tiVEhi tiasoh.e'.l W()uld :u.kt U$ tc b~lieve· tllat the latt(:)~ 

1\t'J.temant b;r Rill J~tb..e.aa~ bae. mol'a valitU. t.y~ b$04Ut:Hi? ht 

quot$S 1 t &rt"!Or~ymou.1ly.\ll 

4. In add.1 tion \p th~ns~ ap®eial t;yp~!fS 9f d1&ito~tion 

that can be oa.t.$g&riim~dfl 't,.ll$Jlrit a:r~ 11H1rvera.l m1.$0$llatit,u)tU~ 

elt~mple1 ot d.ietorting tllltit pl1till .w.ee..ains, ot~ th• t$ltt'I! 

a 6) HeeH~h~l 1tl\ll. t$$ $ 

:J?o ln$tt ~ rd. t.ev~h i.m to di &H')QV$:11" JU.$ pre1ien~11 aa 
it is me~nt .fer m•~ $J.lld. ill. li1s ~l"*HHllUt\ti 1$ ~•tui,i..., 
XHU31t! _o.f .'"'. 01_- ~t . Wb&tt is pi~ty? ~A 80llg f#~f!)l~'J{ d.ay,, 
a eo.ns; ~Vtt"f da.y .; Ml4 

'!'ht tl\gad.a ~flt•:r~ to chanting th• torah $.:tid. not pE1rforw1a1 

the mi.tevotl$ th~ w~ang ev'aXT itie.1" 1fJ t.h@ mitlod;r with 

wbi(l)h one chant.a t.b.$ forah\# Appa'rent.ly t !iabbi. Aki b&t le 

t•lling 'U$ to sing thtt 1'olNil•h po:it"ti.ons not fQti any pl.etil!• 

ti~al r~atilons 17 but beoaus$ it 1~ easi~~ to r~menfbe~ th~m 



~he,t way" A<1Hlo~dins to th& appar~nt Plllh~t ~f 'he agadal) 

the neone; evex111 de.y 00 ts a m®o.b.e.niaal a.1«1 to ro~mory(\\ !hus,11 

Selilabel 10 g1vtng Ullll his own midra.1h/i) 

kh On tl1~ $a.me th..,m:/$~ llE:isoh~l aa.ya ~ 

In the WtlVd~ of Jle.bb:t Yoh.Q.nan, 0~If' on~ :l!"eade 
S~1"'1P'tUt:"iWI without a m@lU)d,f ~:r r$peat$ th.$ Mishnah 
without a tufl~i ot him ior>1ptu:re- aa,ya~ 'Wl~l\tre ... 
fore I ~av1e thtttm al.so atatuti&S that were not 
good (l1$k1e1 2osa1). •0 A mitevah \'ritb.out lf4. 
melod7 im devo:J.d. or inoul~ fo?Jah without e.. t'lln• 1~ 
devoid of $'.£)1r1 t w K\Q:v h is tbE.1 a.rt ot raetting 
a d•ed to ~nn~:r mulS!1ell 

f,he quertation 11 ~oi~:reGt aa t&?' Ml\~· 1 t g~~t!h But» we oontlau@f 

Abb&if® at~on.g.ly d~mux~:red to this me.yins.· «~Je~a-~t 
he oa11.not e1ns Nk.S~~$ab1y ar~ ;you to app!, to· him 
the vs:ts$~ Wh~ref4':r1t I sa'if\I tham a.lm>o t!ltatut~f)) 
trha.t wtri• not g<.md?®' No.~ the vera~ 1e t,¢» b~ 
e.pp;U,~d to $Chol.are who 11 ve in the S:lilllA,t tQWl'l 
~nd den flt treat eaoh oth®I'~ tl.e.la.C'!hia PftOl'lt>:\U.'M<JC!I .... 
mer~tl reapeottull7 & 

MeE111,,h$l. $.1 @:nti tled ·to e~lect the opinion of 1'.oha:n.an riathe~ 

than that ot Ab'be.ffitt lu.t$l hfi. Utlllli!i& Y()lutn.an's. ~tatement 

un:)X"~ posti call;y tna.n 11 te:ra.lly,., Again 11 H11H~ohel 1 ltl g1 v1iie; 

us hi$ own midrath on the text ratbel? than tb.ei '\$Xt 1.t

$elf.,, 

~ ~ Again 11 on the tbelWll! ¢if b.ale.ehs. and agada.~ 16 ffergch&l 

stia.tea~ 

:tt ita imposei'bl1t to decide whetb.e~ in Jude.2.$m 
auprEiuna.~y b~longs to bs.laoh6t or t(} M to th11 
1a.wg1ver o-r to th~ Pae.lmtat. fhtl ~;ie may hav® 
$enst>cl ~'tbCFJ p:roblem.i; ~b El\~1da !h~ wcrl~ wa~ 
CtfEH!tted tor t~h0 afl.ke i:Jf :Oavidlil eo t~h~i h• mi 
sing b.y~ andp!!ru.ilm~ to God$ tla.muel ae.14~ 
worl4 was erea~ed fo~ the a~~$ of MQseaQ $0 that 
he might r®@$ive th$ foran~l1 

·' 



N~te that Hea()httl 1nt•:rpola.t~e q~eo tha. t. u might sine; 

bfmn11 and f.iEU~.lm1 to God~ e.nd ~aao t~t ha mi1ht rte(\ti'lf® th'1 

!o?'ah. \Ii ~iheme .,trtl$ments l!a.1'1$ nQt ilil th~ text~ t.ha;r ~,r$ 

taken verbat.tm from tn1 @omrne:ntat'lly., ~· add.ins thtu~~ :re-

mtt~ks 11 ittHllQb~l ti~:rne ~vid a.nd. Moa~$ 1rr~o 1$fMbolllli to!"' 

agad11ai and hale.aha. 'he t~xt 'i$1mpl;r aa1s David{/) MoE!eei; 

'll«tiUH?iah. Mor>"v0r~ !le$ohE!l om1 ts tb~ key :remark bf 1. 

l'.obanan that~ ••the W(U:'•ld watl C!"t>a.tad to:r tbe $$.k$ ot tb.t 

M\t1eiaih* ~~ !bl$ ii ~ key :r~mlil\rk bee$ttie tt ~a.p~ a, 1¢nig 

dtteouse>icn1 on th• 1!1111~'11) Th~~• 11 notbing in th~ d!s .... 

~tuseio:n ~~nt"%~:rn:tna: Da"fid: ~n.ft ~s<ts ~ fh•1 11ri~ i,n\rod\U~~d ~~ 

th~ $nd only ie pti'oV1d0 QOni~ae't to'I!' l'l.11 ?o~Mltl'Vit1 '1 ~<')n•. 

~lucU.ng ata:.ttemen\ on the Me$s1s,h~ Thus~ leeoh•l dl~'fH'>~ti:e 

this $•·le~t1on ~n two eoun\a ~ .f1rret~ he conV$:Pt~ 0$VIL' 

and Moeiei into eymb~la tor ag!l.da and. ha.la.cha, and s~0,ond 01 

l\\$ lif'tual bis 1cti.l$ot1en out o.f t:to~text.fl )l'Qw~ fl(ll1su11hc;rl C).t$1 

qualify h.ie 't&\ement W:h$n he aays~ q'fb.$ Ra.'bbis m 
(!!. t.a.llo~ mtnEI) :bave a~ne$4 thfl pr~bl•txh ~q But •V.fhn t.b.it 

qu~lifi¢)e.tion is m1.al&adins11 fhe J~llll!D~U lD!l have 

1•~~•4 thG problem~ but ee1~\a.inl1 n(>t thli1>! Babb:lm 11 An4~ 

Hthlohel ~s$a bis 1nt$rpr&t.mtton upon that •t 'the .~¢m• 

mitntato~~.. 'l?h,.m '1Xample rErpr~.ulellta a m1$·'1..Ulle e;;f a ~<1bbin~~1 
, 18 

'10U'.rfitJZ ~ :raf ... hel:~ el~v~;r a;nd del1b$'.X'lat- m:teusiaitt 

BS Jlt1uuui1i&en 
l" ftuFi:ri& a:r11 certain oa.e,i&s w·h0:r~ the d()oum•~ta.tion 

only ps.rt:iQ.lly o!" p$e1'1f lilUPPO~te w:tui:' HEUJohel 1.1 $ay,,,l'll * 



11 
&11 In. one plaoG~ be sa1a that ut.the :t1a1"'ra.tivew of ·tbs 

19 
'.$!bl$ a:re c.s holy as 1 ts lee;al J)O:f't,.on~ t!). 0~ fh® not@ . 

lee..dsi! to a o'.fl'ypt.ie, 1~ete1~e~cH:.i whioh x~eiStds# 

Fh Muna $&t1ds The sequeno~-; :te dii:ui.~·1~an3$d so 
·tihat. it mish.t nott b$ av.id. that th0 na.:r.~atlvti 11 
mere fitJtion~ fU1d. that all rola;h.t know ·that :lt 
was 121t:11mpoaad. u:nde:r di. vin·~ ins pira ti ci:r1 ~ . , 

.••·~\ t •""'"ti.. ~.,,,_ , •' •. t • 1· ~'l'""l\_,.~':'.-' t ~ '~ .1 " ,...,~;,. J' Yi<~ ... , 
• (_'J' .. ~""'t· \ ..... ~·)·~ /) ~,~ t"'~> , ""~,. :::.t r \ i'f/~1 ~ .. ( "~,,.,.... ~~ t1;,f~h_" 1;t,;"' !j' ,,!~ :: 

" -..~•t ,{'~·' \ ,' { - :I. ~h.'1"' ' J,11t'\ .. ~ i JI l' •. \,.. ··~ .... 1:i "·•"' ~ f. . '\.,.~ ·...,,,,J i. 
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' ilili telling ua that tkne narr.at1ve ot EJ:~. ~nd Ona.m~ 

1\ven it was O(i'mnos~4 .9 ·~ .. ~ ·'·i v .... I 

inform u.a 41 indirecrt.l.19 tne,t $Yttr~y portion of the libl.~ 1$ 

holy.. It '1.0$eJ not t1ay that the :n.a11ra.ti.ves ei.1"1e !A n~'lf ~1· 

tb.~ l~gal po:rtic1ne. 

'b'I Oil. thl® a&m~ ihem~fi !le$Oh$l m.ddllU 

Aaco:rding 'i'il.'ll one rabbi~ 1*tb.$ (}onv~:rsa.tion Qt th~ 
~ervanta of the pa.t;riarobs 1.e mo:i?~ b$~tit1tul ~lUt.n 

r""'· Glllf$Xl tb$ laws Of. the la.te~ g@ll.@~& t!,Olll $ aO 
fr"· \ ·•.,.. ··~ {;) l f\ .• ,, ; 1·, ~~ "- ; '! ,.. • {' ., ,.,., '·~.1 (1,'.) i , •. , '?.·.. , b l< Z",k.. ·" "') ') ~,/ 

• 1 -·· .,,) ~-~~ \j1 ~"'.in ~ i \\.l ¢!'<Ii ~.;,t./' ~ '· ....... ~~ ~l.,. ~!!,, )r~ ~· 1.:;:_Jt /r~I Ji -,. u .,,~1 r. _ . c .... f ,, ,. ~if 
• i 

fh.e quote 1& oo:r1~eat but tn, con\$zt't w1 th the full tnidr:a.•hi 

ti 1, ha,:rdly ~ oonv1n<l!1ng fj.:rgument\11 The midruh a~Tfil IJ/"'Ht;I./",. 

~t d~e; th1e mean? fht't $Xamp.le ot a #~ ':,y-1 iJ''"!9~ e;1V$n in 

tht midr~~h ia that the blood ot a "ept1l@ 1$ a.s unole~tti 

as 1 t$ flesn~ lo~ th• ae;rvant1' oonve1Nutt1ona a:r~ r.iullr!f> 

beaiautif"l thetn this pa.rti~ula.r lei.w. .PM&. wht!?.tr l!Je@ond~ ~n4 

m~re impo:rrtantti ff{i))~Ohi!l $hift~ the tetl'il1Jl1' o;r tb~ ~r({Ume:i:it., 

fhtl qtt1estion ifl not whether tb/$1 a5adot ar$ u;boly"' ~~ 

•~beautiful.tQ .Are tbe;y Ol"'iti~a.l., impo:riiant~ me.tid.l?.to:ry, 

b1nd.1ng? 



~. Irt an 1nte1~ea,bJ.g ex~mx:.i1@ 111 lie~~ohel $t£i,toEH 

Wh.e Pse.lvd.$t p~ai1iu 
fhe Lord 11.Ht:nd. t~~t;b Thy bltl)~P t~ow. noitnt11H~. 
Al14 support tb.ee otrb oi' iton" 

faalm~ 2'0*-' 

H\l'Jlp ~om~e t:rom lie»11ne~$ ~ :But wh~lre is hol~.net11f 
:ts 1 t entbod.ied. ao111e1d1~.uv~ in epe.tH!i 11 1n Ii ~eles\ta1 
f:lpheii~et . !h1.1 ie how· i~~~ l~bbis inttrpre;\ttd thft 
VtU."'€l'.1¢U . ~1th~ I.ord s•nd to. ;rt,h tby help. ~ ~ . 
hl•~n0~1 ~.t lb! wbi~h th.0\1 hall!I'. ~11- ettait\\ 
muppo~~ tiie oiat~ ori (mit$i1on), ftQtt« tn1 
d.1~t1.ncti<n:1 in d.$$dSJ f.vom th$ t11a,not1f14')atio:n ·f.lt 
the. nll\ute* tr~m )~~ ff~netif1~$rt,~.onm of daed.1 Wbioll 
1 e wi. t>h.in theft. · J. · · 

'hi~ is an i11t11W~EH!i't.i:ng $Xa.mple f!\l>:r $$Vf.lral ~s.se1i~ .i fi~•t 

Hesehel doe$ 11ot. t~e.nsl.eitre \ne tir@lt par .. f.i, of the V&t'~f;ll 
i'"'-" 

, "\ '· ' \ .<"'.> 
.4(,e~1 ';·'i~\J ·~)") 1.fl$ '?,~-c:~ in 1~~ tu~u:.al. me.M$!r111 I·t !te obv1ot:Hrl f:t'~m 

G ~ Ji 

tb" oo:rrtex·t et the ·Velt"$1 tna:~ nf~;.~ ~ nH!1;an1 1tsauotuap,y'' 

r1?1t.erri:ng to tht) Bf£11 t R~mikd$.1ah. A,o~ordingly, both 111 

and ltE.lVo do riend$f! f?: ·~· a~ nttantftli14.1Jf1• ~ lut. aeaob.$1 
• 

t,:ransJ.ates 1 t fkfl'! nh~11n$tU:i ~ 'q a.nd ttha1l . .P:t<Jt~O$~dlt'l. t0 d.1a~UI$ 

thtt V$l"'£Ht on the~i l».e.is- :rhit'!I ia an out:right d1ll"i\f)~tlon 

(l).f &. B1bli(Jal text~ Appa~•ntlrt Heta1<.lh~l t~el.e. juatl:t'.1it4 

:tn mi11U?$a..ding th$! 11 blic"'l t$~t1 beoe1.tu.u11 1n dolns so. he 

1s teiill~nd.ng the midrraeh, '.lut ( EHH'3<'1ttd) he do~1*1 not tolliow 

th.~ m&b1 sen11at of th~ mid:fl!~Ulh w·Meh lie the:t &.nf go()41 any 

blti!ltH~:tng$l '-'-rtd eomte~t that a:od wtll g3.ve to Is~aeJ. in 1h$ 

tutu~1$ wil.l, ~t ,ct<:>m3 fiX(attpt ~ut, ot Zlan.. Thia ~.!! ~ 

n&.\tiana11,list,it~ m~,dr~aht til,,, of the !1bliofJ.l p:roof ttl¢\$ 

rate~" to Zion* 



I I . 
I·. 
I. 

j,ntt?)J:>preta t1on 11 'btUJE\fd llP0n a pl.!!l.y on WQ:ttds· m1 tia~yon 
ii ' u ~ , .. ,;~: . , 

and m~~i~iyunill' fl!d.t'ld1t ,,n orl\f);r ·~o st.1"engtb~n the quotfl@l· 

:tle$chel blatantly a.dd~ iQ t,h~ mid:ra.u}u 

i . '• \ ~ ~ '+~ ~;'~. 

"',,," f:rom tbtt $anotitio~t1on ot th~ name1 trom 
\by 1Hin@tit$.fr)ationa ct d$eda whioh iG w1thtn the•'; 

Jlou~tzhi; ~s mtnt1on~d 1n lot• 8~ thJ!ii~$ .i,$ some question Ila$ 

to. the au.tpo~ship ot thirl mid:rash1o Mesohe:t 1;Haym@ t~th.t1;JJ 

Rab'b1a~. 4' 61Vj.:£lg it as m~u»h author! ty NJ.a peui1sibl••, Yet11< th~ 

R1J.bb1i a.~ not men\1onedi:> 1?b.<£» author ie a,:ppe.~$ntly .ft~bb1 

· tevi "'. For all ttu~ etboV'$ :N'te.son~~ I think th1a,t 1 t oa.n b• 

f!~,id th.at thi$ i~ not an ~xm.mpl® G:f good do~umentat;ton. 

d.,,, Anotber $Xamplei of !na.dequ."t$' Gl" p~r'tial dooument"'11o:n 

11?1> 1J1.·1t1 foll.owa * 
Jud.SJ.1.~m stre-sse$1 th~ r11?.l$VlU'lC$ of buma.:ti deceds"' 
I'b retuFHts t(\ ~(H:Elpt th~ p'J:•ineip.l~ ·~ha.ti 1m.dlt'l1irt 
s.lJ~ oireumi:atan~ee tb~ 1.n:tention d$t1e:rmin~$ ih$ 
~.eedlfl li'OW$Viil?i!~ti ·th~ s.baenoe ot .the ~~ight i:nten ... 
t.1on doe$ not :n•(l}eee .· ly vil11t'y the goodneea 
of a. deed of ch£i;,r1ty~a 

A m1d:raidl is qitotetl in tul.l 1n thlf> note1 as an 1l.lustl"ttttiioQ;$ 



l~id E\$.b'b1 Elea!iar ·oan A~,~,r1~i1•u •~so~~.ptl:Ut"e ~~I 
( ~u 'heronom;ir 24 $19) ~ 'Wb.en you t'lleap your ha:rvest 
5,n your fi~1'14' a:1.1d ~ve torgott.en ti 11J.hes.f. in 'th~ 
t'··~~d!,, ~ou ~~11 not i~ "'~be.ct~ ~.c;>. e;e·t 1 t; it\ ~bt.ll 
'b~ .Hh thi:;; t:.t,:u.mger 11 J;O.~ the fa'M'l.erl.eea a.:nd th• 
widaw. • . J;o'I,.\ f,\&~jf it at1.tea 1mm.$diatel.1 &ft~~""· 
war.:la • • ·tihe/t tl1;e !i0rd you.r· God may ble fl a ~rou /11 ' 

S1Jr:tpti~t>e thua giv~!ili tha l.EHM.tranoe of e. ble~$1ft5 
tt'\I oxie thl"ough whom a ine:i.'\11, tori,otuJ!' deee!. Q-atn~ 
19.botrt. {th~ fee~u.:ne ot th® $tria.ng$r) 1 tho'\.t~h h.e 
haet r.le kx1~wled3e e;f wba.t hG wal!ll do1.:ag ( einc~ he 
fo?<~ot, to remove the f:l'.hee.f from the f11t~l(ii' 
:11:vu must new t\t\mi t t~~ t 1f a. $~1&. (a o~ in · ·wi·uii 
"~ied. ttp 1n. t.it.1f,11 ak1~ts ot on0 • s ~a~men·t an 1 t 
f;ell f~om :lti and ~ poor rtlan f j;J:lde 1 t and £n.tpptil'~I, 
h1.rf.)tH~l:r by i t 11 ttv;:; !iol;v Onal b:Leea~d. 'b~ !ie 11 gi vit~ 
th~ aaau~an!)).@ of 'ble~sitll[S to the man Wh() ha.is 
lo!i'1t the Sele.~ .. 94 . 

. ~;'t>~hi11"Ul~ of ~ 1ntai1t5.o:n~ 210 t s11aoifica'lly ths a'ba~nee .~t 

l'<llgl11} trrt$:ntim'h 

211! Jb.·u.:it.tie:r. o.at:~go!'y ot we.SI..)( deaum11iJ.tat1on is 'tthlii'>~e 

t~ ~'1\.'!>G'i..Hnont.s.tion 1$ amb1~o·ua,~ t'lne'!/$$,~ o~ d.itfioul.to w 
'U:t'lde~si~!'A.nd,e That'#~ ~~e $ev•:ra.l ex~mpl.ea of thtii type,~ 

e.-lil Res(lh~:il eta:teB $ 

11(!tl1f1ea.ntl11> tthough t,h(ll B:t.blt$ li.ke :re.b'bit).i~ 
l1te~a.\u:re~ embt-aQei:a both lesal a:nl1 non .... lr~sl\l. 
telhl.~td.ne;flt1.1 'bh$ dim.t1no\ion b1$tweien. ha.le.chQ ~ 
age.de. \ff.ta l£$11'0V app11od to i 't ,!$ 

Wbe ·not~ r~fd'.$~$ to a mid.re.st\ which tsg~:rr~1e,ll.y eall.~ @e:r .... 

tai.n p~:rtione <.tt the Bibl4lll he.sada.h~ lfb.e eo:ntel'<t ie 

~h~ re@-aon tt>r t.\\1.1111 ~itatton 1~ 1.in~l&g,rfl P•:rbs.pl!3 11 H1t$<Dht:l 

h9.~ found th~o:nl1 inatano& wha:r& 'tthe d.i.atinttion wa.$ m.1.dii)• 

whe~e the teJ:rm hagad~'b. wtis applied. to t&. pQrtion of tu Jibl•~ 



~$ In ano\he:r ~x$m:plet Hesehel etat~s ~n impo:r.•tant 

p~opo11t.ion r~:r wh1oh WI® would :U.k$ et:rong doc.ume1'Jt&tion., 

R\,\l<1ua ar• ge:neral:1~a:tiotiia.. It\ aetual living. 
W¢11 coin~ upon ~ount.le~us p:reblema tor which :r:t(l) 

ge:o.$'.r,t.l eol.utiione e.r>e ava.iltlble. ~herfl &:r~ mflll;ny 
Wttfs of' a.ppJ.;r1ns t1 e;~ne!bQl. rul.e tei a oonorete 
$:1,u~.t~.o:o.41 fh®r>e eu:''e ev·11 app::U,l!!lat1.on$ ot no'b1$ 
rules 111 11hu~ the ~ho,. o~ ot th$ r:tght way of' 
~pplying a gene:ra.l rul!Zl to a. paJ1tiot1lt-ir fJ:itta
a:tio:n it ~lett to tbe heai~t~ ~ to ·thlii) i~d1viduat11!! 
'to one•ll.; QOUS011lUlC$'1i1'~' 

Hesol•Ml)l. 1~i, ~~ayirus 'that,* tl'l the lw.et ~u1a.J.ys1e, h$JJM':!ha 11 

~a.rri~d out 'by tb.e heax~ti~ by 1ndividu.1:1!,l d0f1n1 t::t.on and 

1S.$@1.~1on,. 'this llll'itf 'be ruo. Bu.to th$ doou.ment$.~' eoU:r.'0$ 

x~~t~e~r~d ti') is o:f 1'.~ou'trt~f~l tJf~~I:,?x~t. , C'' 
""~;: ~~" . .,~' \ f} I ~\·~.:, .. :'1~ f'~;~ ~ .. ·,·,,:. ;:·~.·1,., • :.(\! (: :~/::~' !_~' '6 '.1 '!.~:l·;.1 ;:;'y; i· ) ), ,;j 

..... ~1 ... ~:~,(';~~· i:,J }f',f~~ . .f.1 ~f·~ 
' l " 

l m:l;ht think tb.~.t on® may $hUt b.ie ey<rta a.a 
th<'.me;h be ha.d not seen h1mz t:hel.""(i)?:fore 1 t is 
ttiugn t ~ ~$ u • t,l'l.Qu ehal ti ri ee up u ~Md thou sba.lt 
tee.r thy God~~ ( L@V' 11> lSH 32 h tit what i $ ltn~w~ tf> 
t~ne b~a.r·t. only 1 t 1il .aa.14• 11*~nd thou shalt ff!U¥.t' 
·~ey \l{)d,,, w27 

• • '?be pf'oof ·t;aatti; a,nd tl'M.'>\il eihal t tea:r t~hy God.~ me~n~ that 

~4 will know what you arie do:tns~ ?0'1 cannot escape a 

tUff'ioult s1tu~it1o:njl. 'be(~auea you ltnow 1rt youxl b.e~:rt tha\ 

you ai"'s a:voidine; it.$. The:r@l 1£11 no ju~.t!tioatioxu God will 

knOW11; IJ.11.Ul11 tlle ~OU~CQ a,p:pear1 to be sa.y1ng~ ti\fhlii!n 31'0\1 

know that ~.t .. ie yo.ul" duty~ you oanno·t,, t1.vo1d it by a de

oepti.on .. Qt If' t,hl.11 1a tne CHMHIJ 11 then Ht;1.12i1obeJ. 1$ using th.it 

~()uroe ,.inprQperly·'I! On th$ ot.h,er hand 0 the ~1tuat1o:n ma;v 

be one o:f d!rub·tilj\ Tl:'l\U4t tb.e si~u:roe might be tHty1.ngB tt:tn 

15.iituationa of doubt, rely upon ;rouX" hea,x1t~ Q~ If th1$ ii 



th~ ~aat~ th~n H\llfaoh~l ;ts using t,h.$ E!iouro~ oo:i:>l'.1'el)tly!f! 

What, arll!l w9 deo.li:nm with b.$re- willful iLUecbed.16.lnea o:~ 

doubt ~1 to w·hether \h$ hala.oh~ 1f& to be appl,,_0d ov :m:»i\t 

:tt ~$e1n1 to be willttil d.1sob1;:H.1ieno:·e\il but Mae $oux•oe 1.s 
21$ . 

u:noleei,ti'~ nea~Jb$)l 'l\il i'tl'tat$ttH111nt that ~'th.E!t ohoiQe of t,he 

f"igll'~ way of applying (9, gener~J .. :t:"ule to a ptubM.oulir.tr 

ilk~.t1~~.tio~1 is 'l~?)f'ti te ·th.$ h.ea.:rtii> tiN ie ortM.ea.l to hi.1 

a~e;tune:nt ~ !h'li 1.s a:newfWring the relle;iou~ b1~h&w~.01'1i~ts ~ tl"l' 

pu:rre l1ll.la1Ch.~.sts 11 who say thei.t ~ill o·ne haa t,(,} dJ. :ts :ro:U.ow 

the l&tr., ?-ett~:i:· doQum~nt~tioti would have adcl~)d s't;rcug 

support to th~ ~.rgttsnli?nt. P..$ 1 'b 1e jii w~ !lave ·tio aooept 11h. 

le.:rgely a.a l:tfi/sch@l 'aa ~w:n point., 

o. Om:i.tinuing tbe e,e,m~ them~~ MeeoheJ. 'bX',.n(!;~ 1n tble 

,.ll.tu~ tra ti oru 

Wb.et'>t$ :la th~ sage that, would understand 1t' 
Wh~:re is t.he p:ropt',,,et who is able 1:,0 d~ol.arf:lt 1 tt 
Wheref'ove · 11 thl$t :l .. e.nd. pel'iehed a.nd l$,id wa$t~ 
ll .. k$ a. wild~tr:n~saf 

lfh1si que$'ti1mra was a•kad. Qf the s&gll';!$ ~ but the1 
coul.<!l n<;it IJJ;'li)We:r 1 ti 1 t was Et$k@d ot pro11hets i 
but th~y oo·uld n(()t. an$wer it:$ l.h:1~e11 God H~.ma$lf 
:rett1olved i t111 

And th@ I.iord aa1d! leQa:uso thE!!y have forsa);ein 
:W;y ?;01.:-ah. 

$$.id Rav Jud&rh i~. P.a't 1$ t:i.arae~ I·t m~ans tha't tht1' 
did not eppr1nt:M.:ih. tthe ~oi•a.h w1.t.h. a, bl,eGtS,.ng.al 

, ... 
~\ .:~~; f·:"i l ~.-;. )i•fh:, 

Hest:~hal ll.nterpvets the ~gada to mea.n th.at th$ I.an~'.l wae d.e$J .. 

troyed 1:ieoa:uae of th~ wrong in.:ner· att1-i tucl~. Rabbi N1ii11nt 

'Whofn Meile hel quo tee~ g1 V©S. a ii1o$ de.ra~h Qn the asad,a te tb.11 

~tteet. that, otthousn they stud.i.~~d To~f!.h~ th~y· did. not bl~lil 



I· 
1!· 

!A.f1w th()ugh 11he:y perto:rmed ih.e fortth. 0 tb.ey clid not a:11ona;td~ri 
29 

it to b$ e, blerala1ne;$ q; Yiatll> tlhf> peih~:t. ot the e.gada !i1.ppe$J\ii 

to l~f!r that if' you don't me.1 beraohaa~ dol!1 1t give daflf):f$:tt0$ 

to Ge;d11 you ar/$ pur1i~hElld ii It is ut1clea.r al!ll to whtll.f~ Ra't'' 

:rs111ll.y nie~.:nt ~ 

j(ll Anot1he:r eat$'gory r.11t poor doeument~1'tU.on O<lttS'~~ts 

o.f thon~ or>.fH1H3 wr:u:11r~ a pa~tioulal"I aourQe could ha:v~ 'bi.t~n 

O'.fl, th~ '.Day ot J\1de;ment <>ne would. be hel<! a() ... 
eotu'lt~.ble f@l:i" h.a;Vlng fail.®(i to f!3tm~.:y !S\,@it11.da.1.130 

fh1a 1; a V$r;y lt.)ng Qtr.td eigntf1o~nt m1d:r>a$h. '!1h~ mta.i.n 

G$!1S~ of' the text~ 1~ that, on the Day of 1Jud~ment~ m.'.1.(1) will 

blf) h$lt1 a('Wt')Utltal1J.e to t.he Reily On.et/ bl~;c'?S~d brat Ff~~ rot:t 

b.avin;g fa:tJ.ed. to st~uetr ar1y· ptil.rt of thtW- ToJ.'ll!!th~ whether t t 

be Mikra~ :Mi.ahna~ hala,cno•t.{} Tox-at Ooha.n,,mit Oh~..m!sha. Oh:um.thei 

~!:rX"f.~.JJ.<11 a.gad~ OX' "f$.lmud Iii'. Al.l ~\d.d up tio ~~'rtc.rrd.s ot Torah~'~ 
', 

,~ 

w:1$ pfllnsi,1 'tL· for ta1lu:re tio s tU:dy any or ~~hese 1& to be 

ttH;int t.o (}ehi1·u101n~ Agadlll. is not st:rtHHied in any sp$oial 

!:f' E:t:ny paf't or the Ti:n•ah 1a $rtr(\ll~sed(il it 1~ 

, fo:t" 1 t ea.ye i 
f'"" 

J~' kf'! 
. ' 

·~\ -~; t ii':.~ 



Although what H(t)aoh.t.alJ. says it4 t.t'Uttil1il this m1d:r~t$lt O.C)Ul.d 

have 'bieen. Uf1H11d tt.\r nit~r$ e~ff~~t1vely to support 'th1t 1de~ fl»i~ 

tbe b:r@adth" tne \o'~a.11 ty.~ t~e eae~nt1al on$n®a!9 of th.$ 

Jew1eh tradition, 

Iteeohel !'iJfefl!e to twc 4'·ttba:t'." m1d~e.$him wh,ich ®i$r$ b:roughti 

in to auppQ~t ·~he fa.Q.ttt~ th$m~... the tmport.$\n1;110 of. the Gtiga.dQ. 
I 

~th ~f ·~hem cou:t<l p:~obably htiViiit be~n used t~t' bt!litt$r ata ... 
;2 

V'an.t,at;;e <II 

Bi;tt :rte~tha1;:i on thei~a 1.a e:trt. ,,nte;i;•pretA:t,lJ:!l'l by .Abba fl4'Ul 

that ! 'm su.rpr1,sed H:e1:rnhel <Ut,.n 1· i~ \l!Elll' $H)l'.llt'n1h~n!"e :tr:i. the 

?hf! l1f'e o:r .me.:n waa Ot.:1:Ulpe.rec1 w~.th ne-1 lonely 
a~tt.l~ment wh1ch we.s k$pt :tn di.aord~~ by 1nvad13:11 
bi:~ndr.:i$, Wba:t, d.id ·the ltinfi do? H1\:i a.ppo:t»ted a . 
001mna:nde:r to protllil!ot 1t11 fbe 1J;orah is Q. e;atl.f9!"1!' 
!.)tw.:.rdp the To:t"'e.h ,,e tUl ~D,tid.ote~!i4-

·the m,.clre.sb.~ ,,,~ tu.ller \UH!t of the mJ~dr>G!,filh woulff. h@l;Vf giv~n 

l?;itronger suppol(t to th~ id~&. a.e :follow~ s 

'' :, ,,, . ,.~ 



:U" you wa.lk in 17.lf sta:ti'u.tss (Levi tiou~ 26 a 'i • 
11~fbhi !.J$v1 ~.n the nnme or Rabbi H~ma 'b, R~bb1 
Hi:;)l.nJna said. t ~~hey t;i.re called '~hukk!im 1~ beoausl> 
iihey e,rte engl:"a1roe!. (Hi!itlr.:ukim) e.e. a saf$s11at'lld ag~t:ruit. 
tbe e·u'll i.:noltnatio:n11111111 Rabl>1 1,,,~v·i e~r;pou.nd~~ds 
:rt 5.s B~ke ·!,il'l.B case of f., lonely ~1ett~l~tnent wh.f.~h 
v·1~1s kt~J)t itt tUsord~n? by 1x1vadb1a; band a.. . What 
d:tr1. th<:l kins d.o? He "·m:.1o:lntE:+d. aJ!, oommt1u1de1~ t~ 
r1:roteot 1 t~ It'.l the sa.tiie way the Hol;r O:t'Hl111 bl.fH'UH/14.' 
1""" ~!•'ll "'"'lld<i ~im"""' 'fl"'"'li'l:!J..,' 4o r."'ll~;a ·~· """'·"'l''·"" o!'.>"'l°" , ·, . .. .,.....,.., ~..l,,,., l'j:.7~.,.;.,.. '· ol! ,,,,,1 ... Jiit;:; ~v~~" r.;;:'l't...;.. .J,q<f! 'li.,.tc.;:;:v., .u~J.. m ¥-'il ~v ~·:\l.1 14i'.t1iJ.. ~i4 · 

·tht-r yeteer hara ie oall.ed 11. st.one ft 'ii'~,.. 1fhu.s 11 ithe 
m,~)""l~h /l <11 •' "'''""''""" "'""~ ~.!.,,.;,,. 'tl"•".l'"i'1>'J'! hi'.>Mt:> '~"" Ii'>. ""'"'·"'"'"""" .J.,,"-. ;t, i-·.il>-;;.. J... ....... .i:.<l.. i-';i \lv...t.r..i;;:;.;r ~4-,,,.,.,....f.. 1..4.t;r.:~ .:t' ...,~ t.u::i _;,,,,.. ~·~~ ·~~ .. t..Q '~ ·Q ·o-'!l.~~i.l~ ~ 

The 1~t.1ot1e sha,11 wa.t.eh t.he ~vto:nc) ! 

PY!!W-Rs~Ul~~~t'·~tll .i~i4 U:m!1i· .... ~CUJ!li$1J!'ttt1~y 

Heg1Jh~l 113 su:D.ty bot.h ot ov~~-dool:tm~~trtt:'l;tlon $..nd 

1~n.de:r-dcH)t.Unentation/$> There are oe~~tatn pi1opoiattior1e. wbi;~h 

1.ett~ biariet~tl\\ w.1 ·~ht'>ut a wo:a?d from the t~abb~vn+e tt~w.cl1 ti on. 

~P..,mp~AE~·e ot' speo!tf'io theme3 wb.ioh a.re vei'ly h&a;tr~.ly diQttt-

ll1$?lted ;;::,:re tl ~~~he Fund~Ji.JlHaint~.1 :tmpot1'\'Hl,J.1.Ct) or Ae;ada~ tll nth\i'!J 

'' liea.n1ng of M1t~fl'J'l9,h,,41 eq anci. 0'Tb.e f'a.13.:i.a:i.~e o.f' the .Hea:t"'t~t~ 

Al$ w~u:!l no1~er,;1 above at the beginning of. thi~ oh2.pter'° ove;f~. 

one wa.;y or &~nothe:t"~ 'the rab'b.inio sou.l:"OfrH!l more tl'le.:n a.mply 

bEll'&l"' out :m·;asH~hel •s po1:nt that:. Ju.ds.~.sm, i.s ttmove than in

wa.:i:~tlneaa~ ~ that mitsvah is c"tb.e b$.sie te~m o.£ Jew1~h l,iv1ng.~q 

"' ;:; . 



ao 
IU'ti, wbEl:n a, th$ln~ !$\ beE.\Vi.ly d<:Hnunitn:ted and th.e doo:um•m ... 

tation dQea 1:MY~ hold up wtill iu1da:r eK&lninat:t.cm. w~ ~an asi.1 

tha'ti- Uesehel t:1~1ro·t1e!llitit1 tQo miu;th .. ~0 Thi.a :i,t:~ th~ (~nse wh@ri 
'6 

he diaeueee~ ha.l"oh~ and ~~ada Md their~ :rela.tionshipU> 

Wh1 le ~. t iftl i~tr.ue th.at the aga.d.e. 1. f:!'I impo:r.ta~1 ti arid "· s $. 

f\in11~bMnitntal part oi~ iJ'ewlijh. l~a:r:•ning~ tllR:r~~~ i~ li ttl$ 

~t~bs,an:f'A1ation froiit :r.~&tibini(l so:ur~em that &f3QJ,<1&i 1s fl('LU.~l 'e 
Ql't more impor•t,cttlt than b.al.aohaw ~he ,.de a o.'f' thfi pr.>l~tr~. tv 
Qf luil~.ol'.\.~ ,9.11d. ag~da (s$ w~ll a.e tb.~ pola.r:l:ty. of all of 

Jud~j.sm) ia t:ll.ppa.:r'1m'tly Hesoh~l' ~1 own. ~<.n;,t~1buti.011. f,tJ 

Jewish thinkl11e:;- Why ti16. heeohel fei$l that he hwl!\d to 

OV<(t1:r•d.ooumwi1t th~ theme of ag9.4&1 Why w1;;1.s :it. f*O lm;pol:'~tli 

t'ot> i.t'i.ln to prove ?tis :po:t.nt~? The a,n$W1&3l11 .~u~ ·that ll~aah•1 11 

add.riafiH'J5.n~ Ooru:H"1:rvat1 ve l"a.bb1i who ai11a rnol'e contHu~n•d ·wl\b. 

law a:n.d pre.rJ·tioe thani w·:l:t.h tbeology Ii He Wf;i;i::rt,s to :r~d:t:<etlill 

wb;at h@ feelt.a to 'be an unwa.t1:r1a.x:i:tR$d and unhe~lt.hy ov~t'

~ntphae1s on he.lacl'.lJSi.~ 

Far mo1'e :lmpo:f?tan.t than ov1Hi. .... d~~n,im®lr.J.ta.tionl¥ 1li tbe 

queat1,)n ot underi'l<'4.$CUtn~n~a.t1o.ri., Are tb.(111~$ p~opo~ition1 

oio t~'l:leme$ tor wh.1.cb l<te wo11ld like l!\'few.ish riroof 'biit tc:t 

whioh Jawieh proof i~ w&ak or totall.f abser$t? '.f~s ,.. J1o:r 

l!lX&mple,. H~eohel d:1$0t:Hit1.es the leW1$h oont:H!)pt~ of m:l ta'fah 

and ~in~ thii :ret$e;r barfii e.nd the ~:~.nnJl,lf:l as an 11tnti.do~ t~ 
. 'Jl1 

th0 yeteE;r> bara(;) · 'l'h~nr~<!1t co:r:u:tf!tpt~ $~a m.mp:t.y d.Q~'Ul'll4lntie4~ 

A summe.ry of Hesohel'a po~~.tJ,011 on th!$ ooul<3. bea 

Tb~ ta.tie of l'.ll$.tllt!nd. l;-pe:nd.1 upo:n. ·~he l?$~li:&e,\tci~ 
that ·tfb{t! d1it.:tnot1on between good e.n4. eV'ilo 
~isht and 'V~~ne;~ ts muperi:i.or ·to all othftJV d1lll-
·e.1not1 on$" " '.It "'f1,1 tea~li bi1ttuJtn.1 ty thl1J ·. · · · 
( i taliQS min$) at ~t t.4U.st1x1et!on 1$ · 
®tiHiH1:1tnofl to th~ l,.'blioal (Jewish) me~G1ag~ot·· · · 



• 

W• know we Qf"e on t1~m J~wtah g~und11 ?$1»"' in the ve2'.';y 

n1txt cha.p\erf;! Re$Oh$l app$ar>a. to t30ntralti.~t himaelt by 

1~7intto 

Whia:t ia f.i:t:1st. at $ttitlte i.:n th~ life of' m&n ~.e 
~;i~t th~e :t'tiiot of s1n~ of' the wr&l~f:!. aind. tb.e eo~ .. 
t'UP~ii but tbe :t1eu·~i~a1 a.~ts Q· the needs II! OuJl 
po$sesa1.ona poa$ no 1~11~ a p:r.~~:fblem th&,:n our 
pr:,i£rn!i,1c>l'Ull$ Trie R.r..~@l'.i. O.ta,l:lae m:i.n~) tiaiak~ 
·!~b.aii~e:roi~e"' l.$ !'M.~'.t;,.,Ii.ow ·tu dea.1 w1 th the evil. 
'bu,t:, !lit! is. 1 ~.l\li l.,.~ n!t1lf!l,, how t~~ d:@~l 
w1 ·~b need.a II! 

110· d.oou.:tn<:.1t1t.a:t.io11 i'\ir ·~be se:i.""Tilon, whloh H~s~!1~~l. 't~3. tllf@e (.! 

.tf-0 
ir:;:h.J ~;':i.""obliollm o:r tile l\Teut¥~~litN Oilthe:ri trll®nl(U:I to:r wlli:.,d:" 

Je\fl!~ll, 21.0(fUiilf,mta:ti .. ;1;1, i~ $.DSen-t ax.iG nw:ne Sel:f' and t~l i<ni .... 
41 

ae::.Lt'~9 e .. :;:-4d. ~ 1 FI'~<Hldomt~ ~· i'ho 1J!l~?r'taiit ut1dooumentad tbei&$1 

deal '!i'.rith man'$ PA~rion$St but how i~o dea.l 1dit.h :bls naf.)d~. 

~) 1£~ll9 i~ssenoe r>:f mar>. lie!{l, in il.!s ;powe~ to :r:l.ae ~,,bove h1a 

~~d.s ~net to e,tta.ah h~.mli\lelt ·~i;.~ 4i goQ.l th&it·t~ j.r~ b~10~.tl h:tm ... 

sial.t\, 3) .fPx~e1Hiom ~Xil!irtli\ a.nd it~ ~··eal 1t we a.sr~u.ma ·eh~t 

hum~.11 1:1:te en1br1:».cu:H1i both pro~~11ils and ~v·enti j.x1 li.fe as 

a J?rgo~~!o there ie ~m ;t:·~eadom~ b~t .. trt:;.et'lom 3,a ~n !fJflJ\i$· 
8.lbei t ra.r@\111 Thee~ p~pos1 t.1otie ai~~ nei.t1.1.$l"l $~1~:t"'£U1ai:;rtu~ 

nol:~ p&l"'iphs;i:;'llal ~ Diaousa:tone of the 19e.a®ncu1t ''t n1a.n o:r ot 
fx)eedtnn wtml.d b~ "':zr:t t14'ui1,l to any philoilophy ot r0l1g.1en* 

At2dl)I they oarta.in:1.y torm e,n i~·tsgr~l pe,;rti ot Heaob~l '' 

A £'.h~~ltlllUZ !ii. iHAt~.am<!I He.a. t.hey beltilrt •aeJ.eit~di> Hlllle@h•l' ~ 

philosophy would bave bl!fl.e:«l. $Omewhat 1r.u;,t1;1m1>let9. 



fbtt•e a.);•e SH\:1"lr@:r$.il {i(.dl\'U.tionl!ll important x>ropof;;)i tio~I 

t•oi• wM.oh J'ewlf.lh proot ~,a i1J..1<s(lltnt~ suoil. ¥#.a the to:Ll9w.1:ng~ 

!l?hare Oat). b~ ~\iJts of p~.!l)ti' W'1 'thout :f(:.i.i th.., • ~ ~ • 
We do no•t ha.ve tr.d. tb b$Ofi\t~.~® of' dez1!$f wi.1 t'll>1 
~1 t tai:a, t;n1 th th:r·ot1sn sr:t~l."~~d {l~ed:s <$ .ic: 

4J 
l'ii$ht B.villt~ ::ts a way to right:. t.hln.king .• 

".fb{ff; :PX'Oblem of l).O%" to J.1 ve as ~ Jew can:not bl$ 
solved. in terms ~t <u,mmt)n !llene~ et:rul· o<·.mtmfii>~ 'ilX• 
pe1"1eti.ce !ii ~he o:reJ.t'!ft' of J@wish l1v1.nis :ts ifu. 

S1'~:ri tu~l ~n~ ,.~lb~,,, t~if~ ~ust b~ il.t.~1.aJJ!!.1'¥1llr 
:no 1:1 onl.;y xm~.tet ia.ll;y. t...,, 

'11le>d ttae4$ alone ·w:l.l~- not ~~d~IHDm biatot•y# 1 t te 
'the ob~41•n~e t0i ~cl 't;ha\t will make Ubl w.~~tby 
of be:J.1~ rfiiltleemed by C~~ .• 46 

{Whe,t, d.t1etS ~'obt:~t:Uf)!n.O® to God.'10 metJ.r>; exoffi:pt the cloing of 

,.,4\l:r:1:1d.eii$-"!. Masa1 .. f.tni.em '-.mpl:te~ t)hat 1.a.n,y oou'kr~e of 
l:&:ir1n~J $VEStn tbfi.\ impt'"emt' hiun;.n Gffox;t~!J lllU$t t.&il 
in l"$d$ert~1.n£S the wo~ldoi :tt 1m.pl:tea t.1u~.t* h,.ate.n:7 
tot'll a.J.l. :i.itta :r~leva.nee: il!l not aut:t'ioieirt -~o 
:1tm<:;1:tt.~111Ai.1f 

nave the ~l;&ht t,o fWlU :rs th).Jj ~·had~lbrni? :c4 thia H$!.i;;f!lbtt1'f 

O:t1' might. tb.1.~ be e, t.n'tee:M.ve ciontribution by H~aohel tt~ 

;.t~.~~.r to 1rM1.J t.ha t He~iahal k.l'J,ows. tJle ~~ge..da rathel" well.. Wtl• 

;n·r,.in11'~r o:.f Qe,ses Wh$l"& the d.ooumente..·l>i.on ~.a un.ol$ar>il o~ 

p(>Olll.l ®uppo:r.·ts whrA.'t\, h~ 1~ sayinsi o:r where a pa,r·t1iJulta,;r 



t11ht»~~c~ ~1t·tuld hAv• 'be•n Ufl$d bett~r$ ~emp1'llill'!lea ~nl.;r a 

~$lat1Vil'lllf $11U?.l,l. PO~'tion Of th~ totr:tl tkHJU!ll@ntatiOn<1> Jut 
he:i.~e.~ WQ aan aJ.jJH.) a$k~ tt~,.,e li@$Ob~l U$~ th~ aga.d.11 o~r

:t"ei:etlr?~ TM: answet1 is I) ~~Y®6l and 11¢> * i¢ Ue h•'l.$ 9. tetMl(~ru~1 

t,o 151 V®r gr$a te:r e;ut®ri t;y tb.a.n wa:rl."le.ut~~d ·t.o S$V& r&l pta,fl'!• 

t;agt?$ by aaci~i Q1i1g theil'' &utl!O~$hiIJ to 11 ·the l~bbia \II?~ 

Qihe:r paSiS<;lgf.ilS 'tth&.t he o:l:f~as ee.n 'b~l 'UE~ed U!Ol'e teJ.J,j,ng;t,;y 

~ga1nst h.1.m than for h1tn... .He will" whan tie f~ela it 

n•~@~sa;r;y ~ lift paEHil&g~a out <~f eent$X.t and :reinte:rpre\ 

th$m a.tHH1~:k~ding t~o hi.a need~L.- lev.erth1Stleas 11 al:~houesh ~ll of 

M1$ :ror~goil:l.g ~.l11 true9 FitHH1Ml d·t>tli! uee the a.e;~da <H.ll!'lt)l!l>otJ.w· 

fer> th@ moat pa~t" :t:n th~ g:r~a.ttr me.jo>:l t;r of' ea.aei • b11 

il1u~tt•atim.1s" proof t$~~t>s and o·th.ci;w seleote:c1 ~as.age~~ 

a~e U~f)<:1 aoour~a.t"l1 and effee\1 v~lt $ 



!n ·th.is vers'.1.01:.1;~ R.ii lt1.tna g:tves th,e €mpl.annt:ton. and !. 
Ah.a maltas the statement. I.n ths l$-tt~:r,\ ver>$ion~ m<ll 
Huna is the ao lE:1 ~;u thor I\! Re;$f,3.r>d.3.e EH~ e t.he~ st~ temi$;ut 
1u :not by ~«the 1\M."b1?1a .. 0 

'* p. 309<1 

4,. Ytm!'m! J~i1-JlMlhiJS 1~.14. 

fi. In ·tb.~ il:!t1·~h .ll:~li:l,ll?ISn\~,. V'o1111 V1U,1t P<l> SSl, it aa111~ 

Du:t•i.ng 'f:rh~ thix•1.t (i'mr.l at the beg1.nnl:ng ot tbe 
rcn1:t•th e~ntii:ry th~ masters of rlt3.laeha. ~re:t*e ·a.11~ 
t,h~ :repr~a~ntati vea of th~ Hagf;ad.ah: but s:t~}~ 
b; aitte w:t th 'f'ph&m appea.:r:ed t~he he.ge;a.eU.st,lltl p:r~pe~ 
( 'rabl:J&.tte.n di-A1act ta." u '"1:>&. l ale Agadi!.t ~) who sUJJI..,. 
t~eq~i.6l:rrt,ly be,H·i.m~ more and more :p:rom1n$:rrt;~ ·~t... · 
trao'tillg w1 th t11.~)j,J:- d.1eooti:rses nw:re hea.:r•erl';l thu 
t,h{7.1 hr.~ ls,ei hi a 1ai it) 

!)'.1. the sal11e iu·t1010 .. (P$ 550) 1 tihe .. ,)11 ot tr.its 
m.1drt1ah tiriel x~~t'e:i"red to s1ro.pJ.;y ae! ~tthe old he"5ge;d1.111ta.1111W 

~1 ~11~ H~ggadah~ wh.~1.eh is ~. ntendc~<::l to 'b:~1i~1.g 
h.ea.ven dowr,i. to the oi:>:ngre(l;tl.ti":nh\ t1nd. a.leo w 
lift man up ·t~ h.e-::~·v"::n11 ~,p:piso,;ra. ;i.n t,hi s <)f':f'1o• 
h.:Jt,h r:1.s t~h~ gJ.o~ir~.ee;f:w:Lo:n of (~<Cid !tnd f11 thei 
oom:roxat of. xara.ei:J •• Ill .!)I H ( Z\1,na 11 ({~ i1 ~at pp* 3J.t,9 et 
s~:Jq} ii'! ~~hie quotation ;ls a pa!1~phraf.!!e of. a 
famou.a s•ntenee itl \'fh.ich t.he 11a5e;adal ~ 
ff~. ~J.f..W.~A~~ts ;f:.h0 ,·· .e. ,,·e· .,,, .. :t ·ali~s. . . 

Xt tu.l01l W~!..She~t, to· kn.ow r m a,t 'l·,hOthrll word tilt~ 
v.ro:t~ld ~:iw,r;le j_nto belng,. ·'!' • { Sifrae t('.:1 l)1)\1te:r.onom.r 
, ·i ""'~) ~ ...... :01,: .... t;;.,. GJ. 
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i• 

-i 
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Xt !i,e po~ai'ble thr!.tf 'thi~ 1e tht .onl.y aouvcs wh~:ie tbtil 
term _ _;-, 1~&';) , e11;;) ia u~~~d.- ~b.e J<:1Wiab. lr.nQyOlop~cU,t.t 
111ll th\!S only atanda.~d rflt~ren.oe wo:rilt wh~.oh av@n m~ntion1 
:Lt \II Tbe cl"i~hE~r· ;i,,"a:t"eX1'tH1.(Je wo:r:~k:s ~ sttoh G!tf~. the llen Yith:udah 
and Ja.13t:row d.1<lt:i.onar1~sl} Ot~e.r Lashon Hata,lm.tid~ Otz~J.'il 
"~'"'l·1'""" f11.,ei,.;:.~~ .... r•y•d' u ..... ,,. .... i!l'l'~ nff•1d~"'"'"'l1 '·11r ,.,,,,,.,i,,,,.~ ..iii.~""""' ..... • r:.-.Jl.i:~f.i.~ ,),;\\.~ ,~~~Q,~J, ~.J~ t..~w.4.'. · ~-~il,1.Yc,,,J..i. J.'h~'ir~ .L. t.•,i;:'.!l,~;. '.;. .,,1 ..;~J:t;.~'\.,;,.,(,·.t.::\;W·ilf ~· ~ .. :4v ~~ .\1 

""'"l-. .,,..,t.r:,..,~,, '""' 4 "' , .. ,,, .. ,,.,, .. ....,. "'""' ~"'n~r- ""t·'k~::.'l'l Cl""n""i'"'A ~,r'IA,'\:>,,.,,,.A tl'i:;. J..:,.l;li-/zy''°",l, IJ,l~ .. ;.::1J. (.1tJ.....1"10 i:.".'.'i \,.- t.A.,1~ ~;'';l1 "l\i.;l.1t# '?;N , rif ·\.·i' J,!,,:,.,,_~ _;\; f~ ~;I \:~~1., ~ "'·" iJ, J.:\-.,, .. ~ · ~-" ,i·"..r· 

t~erin1 -A\~~;') 1€_,,-.,,~ ia used""'· 

P11 :.%1i1,fj Ml~~~ll lit~!~ltm 2sr; s® 
tv"·1r"t'•"'""'~ ~"-''°-"1'·1'•1<:>" •"h.., Yl -e50_1.~1" ''J.,,.(~ch'-'J '"~:··~ri:• i~mhll·Jrn,. 
;::""" h~;~'.',.t, t ;::::'··~;~·~1""). i~·"' ~~:~~ ;:,;,"~,~~ ... ~ytl'l ~.::~··~· :;~ ... .,:.~: :~ """''ii'·' 111 1~\'J\!::~:~· ~ 
.,f~~·~l ,~ . ..,.\,] .~$ .. H!.ti~.1 <1<··~i,'4iJ · ~ ,.,,,,.c,.~ i,.~'1..7~ ... k'' ·'""' lilf\J'S4 .t,.l.,_;..: 'J 1,1J. \\~\'..j>.o ~ $-, ~ ~'.\:""''-"~~.11 

,.7.,,,._,,.,.k,~ '~1n·· +·hf'!> ~•r . ..:d'i::i'>-•o'<"•"";!;':l ( T.t.:>"!)''11 .i . .:L'"'1~~ J;@'l;;fL"··n 1">b. ,Ji.\ '<>t4 "')'1°J..\.,,~ .. ·.-·~~·'-•k t_;,<, ,,.t,.,..t!'f# .l~ '·~~l,,.._:,,.;./i.:~'"'l•"tY'>\.i"' ~ .. J;LJi 't!r f.l., '\411,.. .. i~_.) ,,4 -~1, ..:'~ ,_r::. ~11 '1*),iJ iO''if,;< 

-~•4.,...,.ll ·t·l·v~+ +1"''"~1:!> 11,., "'""'1l""'""'"''~"'t'1o"' !!!>;!l) .'!.,,., t1.;;,,. "'~~"'h·"'"'~""'ll~ ,,1, .. t .... - .... t ,..,, if',.~;~,_.f 1,; ~.f;.,;.;.,,;J' • ... ",. ..::.,.::='J f'..'l\.;: "" ~,Ji-.i~l.J1, :;;i'Jt _-.,. ... '" J;,\ '~'l-<¢1 l+·h.,,. 1,1.Ji.,~; (1.,.1;,..\ ~ ,,~J.. ;,'14.\.Liff· 

()f ·t:,h:l,t:;J }.:'.!t:Lrt:'J.(IU18.!' :'Lnte:t>pl"f;1)tE.:tiO:r.l-a. :Ct i8 ~'Ji t.b~!i~l'• 1Jt, 
!,~<tt5. 1'Y- 11:\:n.onymeru!ll.. See Ohtiipt~:r '!.V p . .,, Tl.. ft:>?1 ia ful-1 
(UacurH~:1Qn of th:i.e m:id:rl!lteihlf 

' ~ ~ 
t·..-,·)'''h,,,,,,., ... C"'"'·m·~1"'6 C'""' p· 1::i~'1 ~.1,,._.,, "''"'""1 "'<r1'"ir"" 1• H_'to.w·i"". i... •• ,r:-',:,.~J.t;,,. .. f; ... H.,J,i::; .... ~. ·~".:l./~r::-~uLJ'.')......,.'1j..:,t' ~ · :l"il..S. ~. t.;;t~)~ $' .t~~;~~ lJ;,;.ic;;'"' f,;?1\,,:'"'~ t.;!1 jj ~J,:,fii, ~,&?+ 

trad.1 t1.o:n tn, t~ex-m~et1s -t: •. he w10!'l1.e I** s n ~~his :10 t:rt1(!i,I in 
the Bense t,b.e:t :tho indicRi~ed au·t.hcrx•f} I{&,hbi. Ittlall;a.~ 
(see 5h.aboo,t 88e.) & !ls part of. ~r~wish t:r1:".l.d.:1. ti on., 
m:~V1·'.7l?'t~hell.'.jr',f?t1 t.MJ3 ~ts loofle U.£~.fl.gfli~ 

It waB mal.d that ju~t a&$ the wJ."',t:ttiEH:l fora.ho tlon.
s1st,iB Ol~ t.hr~e J;>l'.l,:t"ts~ th.~ :!?e:ntateu~h/11 the P:lt"ophf>tli> 
e.:nd. the I,lagio5:('ap~y l'I the or.al 'l\".}r•e.b ()cine1st~ et 
m1draeih~ halr,~oha einl'i a.gad.a..® 
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.~ $Xtunpl.e 11. both of a poui:'.U'>l.~ mlsuse of' the text 
mnd oi' flne aelectlvi·t.;y it isi ttis followr.H 

! 

~\/ 1 ~ <-.,,,. 

) 

Wt'i' oz;,r.1 c1ui'bble! e.b~':!ut t,b.-e t:ral1a:i.~.t:to:n,, 1:Yl:t·~ w:t tl'J.. on$ 
r:.1, .... ,,e, .f:'ii; - •. y .1. - ""'""'' ~)'!' i")"1 .~ "'· 1 ''' ·f'"·>. II "• ·1,,., -f'•' ·•! •!• "l· t}·1~ >l'lJC.>•·"•'n ii YIU "'' 6.t,,,....~ .. 4-;,,;,•,~ • .J'I; ~ ... ,;,.:;-.>,t- l,i ·" J ... l> J. l.• """' ~<;;<o.i. l,;.U-\.1.,,. v'..•· "'""~' i.1.1..::.~'\.,.~.\,.f<·~.t::.1 

of the ·t1sxt~ T11e rafJ.sha,l. bee.tut,i.t'ul.l.y ~1.1-J.ust:r·atts.1 th$ 
Y\I'\'~ >'l '!<. ·I· l-1 ,., t. U ,,,, ,., "1..i ""'1 ·1.r·~ "'t· <!! +·"' m~ lf" '1 f ·t-"•·i··~ )'•···• r II ~ ,t, "' '• D' 11"° ~~J..,/;.~~ !J:• . ..,,,-t;'ii,t_1 .. ~.l~~(Jt,,;;tb~'ifu;rJ;.- !i'i(.;(, .. i.,\ ·.~· Vl--4 J.M~>'i-~t::-1 \ ~;J. •;,; 1\, ,.;:::-·~\ J,..:.;.; l;J'Wtft.A'(.;;t"'·\,.:1 

to serviri God. w:lt.h joy)~ yll';til e.t the tt..1Uf? t.iJlH'f.iit- lt 
w~i.e de:o.ation~l.11,~d. fomiss1.on ot' ~ ·i ~:'.'.t} ) and. 
11 l~"{;ed out, of <~on:t'.fiZt 6) The tv.l.l mi d:rash gi V'E!S UVitl 
t,he R'.i~bb:1. • s i:;:t.t,:l, tttde t~OW1$1.:t'd the na tic:ne ~ :6ec,...i,ui:;ie of 
1 tt3 ;reta~":t"' he.r~., G~d divided m.a:nki1;.d 1:r>. t1hia wol"ld 
lnto TO l,~i.n€';ue,gee f30 ·that one man couJ.d not l:.tt'.(1.er.wt&:nd 
h~1l.., \l'li<';."fp•h'hr-·"'• <D."<1" *'"'1th'-"' W""""".lfl •},.~·"•'in'~ r:i.oc1 tor.ll'1J. .t1.J,..t:-.:r .,.#,\:j,.. .. ,, .. Cllt..-i-.J',..}-J. ..t. .OUhif "'".tt., , ,,. v ... ~.--"".U v!I..,, ~ . .,:.y4.!t."":.> -l1 ,:l . t. ...-'il"~~- · 

m&tka rim .. nl·~Lnd. ;tn:to one~ eo that they orrn call 1.i.nto Kil 
r.w-iM3. n:ria. f:\lf!!l~V'f) m,,m"' Howeve1')~ tb.er~;, wil'.l be a. ~us
tine·t:'tol'J bHi:,ween !!':lraeJ. e"n.d thGl! id~1l woreh~.ppel:'fih 
Gt,Cl. w'.L ll. tn1d :tst•iu.';! l ~ s bendage Ii e,ru:1 th::Jy w1 l.l ~HU"Vet 
Hb1 w,'.tt.h ~joy® r.:~ut the i,o,ol worehi.ppf.~t>s w:tJ.l eerY\11! 
m.m wl th t,x•e:al'bli:ng(I/ Hei?rnhel ignores 'hh~:; ma:tn rioint 
,.,~ 4.h,., ID"' (~._.,,...~,'h ~,i.,11 li':r,t-• ~,..,,. .... 'Ip<'•"" •1 ·t'l''"" 'C>o'hl-...1 f'm ·~·!;.·!··~ •h•~A& 
,.,,/,~ t,i1:f..t.:'C~ .1:iJ... .{..,.4,tt°".·~.!'l!.r...p, :i'"tJ .. 1,J.~v.4.t .1.~•J..J-t·+:.~,....rtAf.t . ~\!-:.; iL\i;.i..w''",...,...,, i'fJ c-.:"~'v*~~~Q~--

t "''''p'"""" tl-v--· .,,..,,;;,,1-.iiy}"'"' rn ..... ;1 ••obo ,j.'hn """'"h·1'1 r,;1· r.1"1"' fl'• ..... , .... * "'\-..f TJu 9:.~ .,;,.:.~ ,._..,i~-::. ~Ji:.Wi' L1~1.. ~ i, .... 1J4l! ~ ~4-.r,.-i...;i. ~~.~ \:J ~:t ~+ .r,'1-li~ J.M,¢~Ji.-;,- .,,,i;;,.,., ...tr. ~. ~¥.l<if,.\t:i ·w~ l!.tr4.~ 

ow>:1 pux•poF.HSfJ,. rrevertheless~ thie does ncd:. really 
spo1 .. l the nH.Htni:ng of th.m ma13hal 1t,seli\,, · 

+-



,,, ... 

19 - :r; *· ;2 4.. Thia no t.e :r~ !1.d B ., ~t Or:1m:i~a:r~e {}~r11w ~~fl!. S$ ~ 2 ~ 

20* P11 324~ ft!~~,! 60,8'1) 

21. P* 359-60!$ ~~litJJut! l~lili~~i 24114* 

~t?:. lt, iis po2s:lbl~1 that. the:t."'e it~ a te:v~t. o:l'.' l·Er11·:ii.t,1..ous Rabb8. 
v<ih:lch incJ..~:u1~13 ·thc~lillftl WC)X"<ia,, But thlWy ar@ r.to·c t'ound. 
in any Qf ·the 01o11dJ.i1a1'lly ed.i. tj.onfl:l oi~ in the Sot10Lno 
trsx.1.s.lat.'ton111 

2~~.@ 1J:h~~ p:t"'<~vJ.o-:.rn ~.ni:r::.nrrpl.ee in the same souJ:•oe i:tr\3 ones ot 
doubt1H1 :l:h.u.a~ i ti is easy to be aon:.ru.aed@ 

:ct in difficult i;r,;i tell ·w11et.he:t" Ln th~.s i:n1.draah t,,.ll~ 
wr;ird ;i 1 ~,1 ~·_l'& r·efers to a speo:tf:Lc bocly <"»:f' le>f;J,!"'ni:i:1g 
er aJ.J. t3tudy:tr~ o:r Wo:i:-.;ih .. " 

'rhl!) USH elf th.e SOU,!'C$ in .m.~QfUU1. &.bb:)4 4-7 2 l. is Sl.!l 
"""r·~r-"ri"l-r;, ""h'"1"H:i< "I'!•~ H""'''",,h,~1 t<,i,"l1'"'·'~""·1;\ p '"l'l'~'Yl"',~' .,....,,.,./l•."\'i. AO~ ..,.di!! ~1.1·~,.a.,.(,1.1.., • .ts .. iu~t.,.'i.....-~1* •,.)!ii .ttf.:;. °' ~·-...q;;.J.\...l-.;>k,...._ ;r.~~ • .A.,,,,,..-.~~-...,... ~;: .. ,,~ ""1' .~~~.o,1.t ... _\o.f-.h ,lYY~.J~JJ.V \£ti6~ ~~· 

a 1$1gn.:1J~1c£u?.t m:i<i:r>[;lsh... lkndv even thi.B po:t11t m.ight b~ 
1"' ·;.."' .::\ ·{" ,. [-.e 1"' .,.,.,..,,e."1 ·~ """"' '1P- '*' "·11· "" l!h ~.. '"'"' 'l'"'~' ~· 1/' ,...~o·· ,=:,.... i""-t.~•#J .... ~ .,..,,,J .;rv ><>-ll<J1 .. l, .-s.Ji. '7\J" c.1~{;'.)rC-li,.l11.•'-~ .. ;.i l,.t LJ:, •• ;.J.t tti --.;.;..,~..,. Ji;..J.,J...t , .. , 1<~i.t.;:t!..(.. 1!i>~ .;:;;1~ . 441 

d:loe-.t~:.i that. th:;;~ at:s•~'l..dr;i, wae onr1 of ·t.h~ thlngs t.h.at Mosee 
:c•ece.t ve-;d durJ.ng the time he was on 1\kmnt Si:q~;t'll 

·1· f" i-~. . . ,s·~ i "" •• "' ,..,, ,,_ '":"; 1. .i.o l ,...., ··~·,c e. "::-. 
·:·~ .. , •. • , ... "" ·\' ' ;. : .. , ·' t !"·1 \ r,' Lr • 1' ' r '"" 1 ' ., \ • , <:i "-· i '::!· , .... 
'i'-,~ .r. ·. v .~" "' .:: . ,) . ·,,., .. --r>l< •• ;·_,,fr~~. . ..• :~-·1 . t.. •. ~ ~ ,,., .::,. h .... -.. "'*' <.:~:· , ~~ C) ~ f \ 

" .~JH ~(;,tel •:,~' if:.HJ i ,~\} \-::' N I \!....) (i 1\1 . ) ·A •_:.,, 1 fl '15 1 \ "'*'~ t 

A.,.ei 'the hm.:u.:• wh.e:n t.h.e Hol.y O:n.i m bles1~ed 'b., He l"$Vea.lei 
H1.mse1:r at, SJ.ria:1. ·1~0 give ·the To1nth to J:arae:lt He 
eommun.toat~ed (aa:td) it to Morzes tn o:rdr.ii-;.,. Bibl$ 0 
Hish:n9,I) 11'aJ.raudii Aga:ia~ Whe.t d<:H:!lf:! ·the phrase 

'\ ·.:; ,., ::·~11ean? . :Ooea :Lt me:t"lely mean the ordt:r :tn whi~b 
·th$ "' 1ti>l'.36'kB should e.ppeaJ:a on ouri book1:3hel1res 1 O~r Gould. 

.. >;~ ti;) f't ref.•r ·to the ordiihr o:f importance~ th$ 



Ord.er of ~.utb.orj,ty~ bllllg3.nn1ne; wtth th$ B:l.l:»le Md 
enr.B.ng wi tb the Ae;ade..? :tt sot a. ha1aoh1rat oould U$$ 
·chis m3.d:riaab. to ;refute Hee.HJhel by d.t11merulltrattng tliua.ti 
t'ba t,:ra.d1t,.on rega:rd4!d ha.la.ob.a as more ~.mpo?"t&nt tba.n. 
1,ge,da. 7l'h$ m~.d.rash Qonti.nuea by sayi.ng(j! 'A\\ilven thGiit 
whj~(l?h a iirtud.ant mm.;y ~Wilt b1s rabl.>1. was r0v!Sialed b7 th~ 
HoJ.y On$ .!'.".esse4 B1~ He tc1 Moses at that 1\'Htntet. hout'li. 11• 
!t would appel~.r th.at the raJ:>'bia who w~ote tP.ia a.norAytnOlUi 
nd.d.reu:lh a~e sa.y5,ng toot the wbol.e trad5.tton- PfMi*'a 
.Pr€lsente &nd :r,ttur•- .itlll of ,11v1nei erisin. . All 1s et 
dlvinflll orie;in, th$r•f.t),;~e eill is a.uthor1ta.t1 va an4 
should be taken 1nt~ a.~~O't:U'.}\• but. th.GI'$ a:re Pflt>• 
gr$sa:tv11 d11gr'0e1 of .a.utho~:t ty ~ (A $'1;;udy of' t.h:t a $n
tire mid:rash enow1 th8\t wba.t we have al.read.1 d.1soua;td 
ia only (line of twQ tundam•ntal th•ological viewpo.irri1: 
which are expr4'atn~d. by the ra'bbia '*· tfhit $~HJond.~ fil.>l4 
mttin pot:nt of this mid~ashir i:ru~ale to us tb.$ attitudt 
ot the rabbis to the natio:ntih W~ are told th!a.t enl7 
th.$ Bible ia tQ b$ wr1tt~n3 tM M1$Ma.1 fa,l.mud and 
Ae;ada !ltpe~t«l'$ 'b$' oral!& Why! ~•e~use t.b.e nation1 
will tttk~ th.tint f'fllom Iaf'at.l and de~p11:~ th$1'1:1$ Tb.it 
oral t:rad:l ti on :L~ t" 'b~ th@. !lllol~ p. rop•:rt;r e> .. f Iev~•l 
and 1ia; to ~e:rvft to dift11:rtntiate Isra•l·frem th• 
ne. tio:r11 11 wh~ &:r1$ id.ol 'W't'tr&h:lpp~r1. App€t:rent.l:y ;j/ thia 
1d.dra.~.11:i. :ret~lEio.t~ th~ teel!rigs of the :rabh1a towar4 
ih~ Ohr1stia~ wh0 stole th<iil iible«>.,, 

Hes~h11l ~&11~ R~on th$ b~l1~f in th$ di vine or1e;in of 
ae;ada~. lllfU~ $ a 22 w l ~ 11li Like thit mi dire.ah 
:tn E;z,m~s i e m1d~a.e.h m~kea th~ point 
tnainot"""' Q s !lltgada ot di,V'in~ .or-ising but 'hat a11 
ot Julia11m (M1k~a., M1•l'.u1a~ hllll.laeh<Wt 11 !almu..d~ ft~Ht$fOt1» 

ha,sgad.ot~ and. even wba\ a faithful disoipl~ would in 
th.0 future 11.y in 'tlht prEH~$nC$ of' hi$ meM1rte:r) wa1 
<11ommul'd.~at~Hi t<> 1fot.$i on Si:nt1ti 111 This is a sound 
d.ot'$t:r1n$ whiCJ.h oen.tld. b" us~d by t.r'adit1on-o:r1tnte4 
:ra.'bb11 to tttQke thtulg$3 in and .. addition; te the f~rahe 
Heiachel fa11a to ua~ th1' midraah to 'b§ilat advant&3$Ql) 

;,~$! >;h '62@ lba.lihtU l')b. 



just a 1,. t,tle me:ix'e. $~ns1 tiv5. ty. e,e, to.it" e~amplEn 

Happy ia the man,.~,, that del1ghteth g:reatl1 1.n 
His aoimne.nc.lments~." Suoh a man i!S 011~ t .. b.at d.oee 
not-perform~ mitevah by force but in joy~ 

l)IJ.i 324-!h '.'56l.• "- ,9,-4, :r.~~ peot,i v~ly. 
ThE!! th~m<e 11 fllf.il;tare of the hea.:r;"t 0

' i!'!I wiell, doll:UmGnted,, 
but moat. of t,he ~~.gn1:tioant doeumG:i:l'tatit"f?l iG t:rom. 
Mfhdieval fiHH.tro•s. The~ofQX1$_. th~.$ theme Q~nn~\ be 
evaluat@d. 

)6" pp .. 322 .... 346 incl. lee abtl'l!I• Ohapt~r II" PP• i3;.1f. 

11. 8$$ abOV$, Ohapt®r II,, ppll/ 13-14J l'.'IP<11 !)64-$ a.nd 
.J1J+ ... 5 re1apeotivel7,, 

J~L~ P• !?7!11 

)9. P~ )83,, 

4Q ~ Se$ above~ Oh~pte~ ;u:, p. 19. 

41. S~e a'bov~., Obe.pttr II, PJh 21 ... ~2 and PP• 23-~4 
?i$$peetiv0l;y. 

421 Piw 282,, 

4J-. P1t ·2a;,. 

44* PP~ 285-6 .. 

4.!i 1\1 Jh 349 3 

46(jl P• '!}19• 

'47. ib1d~ 



:tn th.$ ~Ort(iludin6 p~:r.agriaph1 ot Obapt•ri1 ?Il'. 1.nd IV, 

aJ1 ~nt1nUi)~ was given to 1/ihEl Q.U$filt1onl) ·Jx~w wtll. dO~ls ~lfil:t&u~h•l 

know the a.gada.?1
' X\ ha.1 b~&ll ~t&ttd th&i H~soh~l. k:nowa tktt 

ag.Mifl v•rit W$ll.rt \hat h• 1.1$ If;\. gQQd ~t.l•~rt.~r. s;nd tMt"' t~li 

th$ m~1!t pa!~t 11 bit uiuu~ the $;gada. oo:ri--~eily &;o.d ~tf•etivelr·• 

'ht qu~stion w"' ~'4k•d• ~1x1 th•~• $ p$.'tit~rin to th• 4o•u•D

ili$\iol'lt" F1r$tj! we ten $afel.:y iailry that ~I~sr1htl will 4~!'H'f'I..,. 

m•nt wt1•ntVitJ1 1.tlld. wht1:r.&v.t:r M ~Slin. It a 1oul"'~$ 1.s ;QGI\ 

tilt.t~4 ln eupport ~f a pol.n\1 ttuan thee Pfi&.l)o.b111tf. t~ \hat 
' ' 

'htr• :11 no auoh lttn,u."'~~- 111;n4 tnusa l€Hi,h$1 i1 ~peaking f$f! 

hime1lf $ lillOQ.n4., it h.9.' b$$l\ 4emf.)n5't.ire;'($' iia (;1Mp't.t1:r Ill 

that H'$Cb:WJ1 \UHU! th~ft;Q m.•tblld.$ ct dl)OU.m$ntatio1u Th• 

Metb.ed ~t Illu~1~5it!ollt: fb~ lf'oo:t text Me·tht'ld• ~- Sp$ak1ng 

lfhroush tbfl! lb1um•nt~tlo~. A.rut th1r4, all th~t·e metih(ld.I 

are ~.lfiu~d to .subSl!t1.n:M,at;1 11,1&t~1 peinta 11 fhe :rab'btnt~ 

eQ"u:reta ~:re ra.J?~ly \\~Ht4 to~ &tne~1.l 4C:1($Ument1i tion, onl7 

t~~ IP~~it:l~ 4QOUi$nte..tielm. "bUI~ i#h$fl$ 1$ a 4ef1n'1.tt 

and d.1'1~$rnible pa\t.t~n ot 4CUJ.U4n$nte.'bton1l 

In Cba;pte~ 1, J, miide tl1$' ~o•~ntt "'!th$ tlOu~oetlll tu\ 

~- lt$~~bel ~ettt:r;p to &I'll h1s s~rtongEJat 1u,ppe.rt. '" Wh$t;1:i 

t~t&nt q;att wt say that $h!ltrae ~QUf$$1 do ~~ d~ not a.uppl)?''t. 

htnt; a.nd ilrbtui \o what •xte~t d.0$1 ha 0p11ak for th~ l•Wl.ti:b 

tra.dit1on '"1€.\ tol? b.ln.Hi~@lf.tt 1~~ t.he ttt€H~t pa.rt. th11 



~a.'bbinio 1iH:>U~O$I de tjUp:po:rt hj,nh \l:l:ltal 1 t would a.pp,a;r that 

m.te@htl 11, SiVinS U$ &\ t.:radit1onal ltXPQSition Of' Jewi$h 

:religiou~ thought. '?b:ta is only p&rtly t:rt&elit Aa men.

tion~d abov~(} cel*tain. t'U'lli$dsd sou:roea do not hold up unt\~r

<tlO$$ $Xam.1natiotta ll'o:r 1$Xt.rtmple~ wb$n H'1aohel 1ut11 th$.t 

m,t$'lfe,h ia an :l.rnporta.nt '':rm cf J@w1sb living a.net 'hat lt 
1 

he1'ni p:rim.aoy ove1' aiv~rab$ he 11$J< supported 'by tht ;ou~ots t 

~t wh~n he S1a.7$ th&ti God and rne.n mttet 1n tho tu.ltillm•ntf 
a 

ot~ a m1 t#1!!VM 11 the one aou:ro$ ot teid tail~ him. Whtn be 

il~fta that a Jew is commanded to ~tudy ae;&d.a a.a w'll a.1 , . 

halachs.ir he 1!;1 e@:r:reot.111: But wh.•n ne ea.ye tbt He.bb,,$ tell 

u~ that tbt wa1 'o kn.ow God 1a th.rough the agada. 11 he 11 . 4 
d11to~tins thli midrllt.1h. Me:r$0V&~111 .a re1peotabl• porit.1oJt 

s 
ot tt~iSH.'3h~l *B i~hougb.'t 11 not d.ooumented 11c fh.e:reh:r•• X 

ca.nnot 11.fif th~t • ii, btr!bt t.t Iii 11$. simply a t,Jtaeu~ ... 

t1onal ~xposition ~:r Jaw1e:b th.ought. No:r oan l sai.y tha.rt; 

1 't 1a a pu:rely pG:r$OfUJt.l •x:p:retteion. A.br4Ulam ff•!i'U3Ch~1 1& 

:llli,i~&.ii. ~ ~ iii it1i1i · i1iitdU.)J£i ~ tu bam1tit• 
Wh•r• 11 th.Ell d.ivi.41ng :u.ne b$tW&$n that whioh !-1 

traditional and that whit:th 11 :Ptf'$onalf Tl\1$ im V«!ll~f h1.:r« 

to date:rm1n$ • How$V$:f 41 1 t would app~ar that. at tlt4lt po1nt 

wert my!ll!t1oillJm
6
tnt.,:rs Ht'Hlohel •1 tboue;ht, 'bh~ rabbinio 

1ou:ro~1 dapeirt(l · (!fl'd.Q would ir~eu.cat.E!t t.hJ11.t Myat1o11m dt4 

not ent~~ n(lrmati v• Jewieh tinousht until after th.Et el~e1 

of the Tl:i\lmud. titnd. M1d:r£U>h• l How mueh of HeM<ihel •s tn0cugh'i 

11 t~adt ticmal and how muQb is pe;r$one.l? :ts 1 t. lq;i,ftgtlf 



triMU.tioual. ,.;1th a v~neex·1 <::tf ri~y:eltie:t$m.f .Q);I' 11 1'~ 1a-:r~41lJ 

e;. pe:(~1onal. @:KJ>r.e1el.on wi tli ai1 u:nlf.f,e:reoat?'.ine; ~f' Jew1$h th!* ... 

;tns? Wl~e Msw~~ tia. 9l!Ne1the~ the Qn~ nr,1~ t~he ~·bherr." ~~Ull~~ 

ls e. bale.no® b~rtw~en th$ twr<:hi 'Cbtii! vo.ots Qt H"aQlfual '$· 

though\ li~ firmly :tlnb~dded 1n tt>.0 bEidx•oc;tk of the \~1;d!f. t.i"~al 

J'$w1.~b f:itt)u~oe~ .... 11ble~ !et,ltmtd ~:ml M~,.dl:'a~n. tipon thJ.a f1,.und.a .... 

t1cll, h~ bu1l4fll• d.evtlopl!! ant' $l,t.i'bt1:i.'l>s,'l:t~l.s h1e ow!! tti.o·ught •. 

A~ a Jew(I. I oll!.n :raJoio(i) tba.t hia hQe ilb.01.u~~ te 'UQ(i \AG t:r~-

di t1on aia th~ 'bta.$~ EUid be.11iil toi~ hl$ thougl'i'h t Altt1 aa ~ 

:U.b@r$.l Jew*' l tan. raJoioe tllat btl h&e chos~i1 i;.ll) s;p~ak 

f111om bi& o.w• Ii oul ~ 

!huiaa Heaoh~l ~10.inei & lo~ a.nd d.ist1ngu1iahfHi 1'11t tf 

;r~'bbi' @.'t'nd taOhO!le.:r& wl'l.oit wn:U.e $t~r1d:l.rJ.S f1:rml;v o~. th• 

stit)lid bas>$ '(f)f the @.:tiCi~nrat tiJrl!4.fU.tio.n* h$.V$ ~.t(\d'd t\:ut1r ow 
O~$~'t1Vfi 4l)Qfltri:tbut,1on~ t~ l~witJh ~filie;ioua tho~ghtt Ra'bb.1 

H~usGhtl b.1.~ writt~im ~ l\$W a.ie.ds.11 M~1 1t ta.kt) itn r!Lghti:rtll 

plac* ~ for b!illt ti~u;o or foi~ WO!r$t', $mrJl*l! all tl\e ~rt.h$:r11 of $U:t" 

dtu.7 o.nd ot dare gone 1'1'• 



~~1!!1 $, bove t Cfhr:-+.pteti IV~ pei,(~e 65, 

8r.:H:;l f;tbOV'lr; Oh~pter ItI_ pt?.ge J+,:r.t.,, 

~e:l!l a bc;nre 11 Oh~.pti'iir :t1r, pa@;$ 6~" 

8~$ rotbl~~ve 11 Oba1::rt$r IiJ"t pagG 81,~ 

611 on oc-oas1oni> HeE~Qhe,, will uj,;t.e th" ' 
r;t~t'1'~t1rire.l aou~ce ~~ 1u1.:>port,, to11~ e mys .•. 
Fol"' Gx~m:ple; Hesoh~l etat~s (:Pfl ;5:t2) ~ 

o:r an.othori 
J. oomm$nt.. 

Th~ prilJSiilM'.~$ or G;:~d !Lia a m.aJaet:lo expeot.i:;:eioti~ 
to b® a1&iuH~t\ a.nd r$1ia1net trtnd~ wh@n 1~~i~ t~ bt 
~~G$1ntld and :resume<l.. T'1m~ 11~ ·tb.e p;reseno~ of 
God: in t.h'lf, ~10.t~ld,,, Ivery :mcun~nt !t~ 'Hit1 iwubtlli\1 
~rx•:tve.:.t, arid u:n. $ 't,S.$k 1s a . ~1~a~n:A:,, rH.fJ 
pre$~ne& 1~ t"ctt<llt!n~d 1~ mom0n '·n ,,~~h 114.11 
AQ;~ _ ., 1n wn:toh we t~~-i·t to b(l_. -;, ~, l:l li1,s ~~z~e:~Hltn"• t 
tfo l m ~n.tfl:t"' ott~ eta.1:J.,y d.e$dS~ in. whi~h w' 
~ai:n ou:t.'1 t-bc.~ti~tflll 1n ·t.tiG :a.tint of et~lfln.1 t7 fi . 'the 
p:r~m~nt• ta r.tot on® :re~.lm ~11d the ~tHiored. · d.t:et 
a.l1Qth~;r>i the l!RfQlNt~d Gte@d ia tb.0 tU.vlne :in 
d:11gui1fl$ 

fhl!ll soureti o~.teitt 1.J the ~J!• 

:tn a.nothGr .1,nat$nO&$' l,$tt~hel. d1ai:nuis~~ ~•trn0 01onfu.s1.\'Jf1! 
Qf socid. and av11tt {pii ;$¢$9fl't«i-) ~ 1~1 apeaki~ 'hb:r?ough 
th¢er doQum•ntQ•fU,on~ lle qtu:rt.&$ the ~J! a.~ f(!)ll~w~~ 

~Wl\$n God @&me to ttiE!a t$ th$ w~:t1ld and. i·~•v~al 
wblltt w~~ b.1dd~n tn t.M dtpi'rht and di$Olo1e tl1:1.• 
l1eJitt QU'tt ~t tie.~kn~fH!), th&f w~~tt a~~l •bill 
1~ t)n~ an.o.\h~'.r11 ~nd thertif(ll:t~I!) l1$ht em•~gtd ttr~m. 
d&rk:n~JHl!t!Bl ti ~.nt f3r'om thfl l.•p~n11wrtra.l.?l• oa.m~-- ft.trrtb. 
tb®t Pl?~foun4~ S~q; ·'bo·~-~ from i:~l$d 1~HilU~Wli· evil 
e..nd from. mt'r:~7 i$1lll~~$1 IU.d.s,nlent 11 ff.nti f;l.ll, a;;rc11 · 
1rfb$:1."'i'Min•A• tb.' goetd impul6'\.t ttnd. th~ evil 1m ... 

l ff PU Stllll • • • 

In a.notheri ~aetit whQn d1!l~'tU.iHl1~ mltll'v~h and th~ l"'f!f• 
Wi!l.\~d. :f'o:r it. 1l$ti~h~l "-&JI (p. )$~h 

Th~ :rewa:rd of fa. m1 ts·veh '·s ~t$rn1 ty. Bu\ dQ 
n*'t 'b$ l:'Ut'® thosSi who e~p~~t i&t~r-n! ty til> fol,l.4lw 
tb.~ d~edO :tn the 11f$ tQ ~om•i!l Ete~~ntv la 
in tb~ dfhd11 in the d.oitts It 

!hfl IOUr<:J@ ~1t•d 11 lijt£t£ &i&Wtlt Rabbi NtthUlll .()f 
fltlh$~UObi l * 
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