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Assyrian nor Median empires then existed.Futthermore,Persia 1S men-
tioned as subject to Assyria,while after the return,it was the
supreme power of the world,

To oicapo these difficulties and to obtain a point of time
suttable for these events,Usher,Lloyd,Calmet ,Montfaucon,Prideaux,
Whiston and Wolff ,hold that the events narrated occurred bhefore the
exile, cither under Manasseh,Amon,Josiah,Jehoiakim or Zedekiah, Most
of these critics put the story under Mamasseh after his return from

Babylon, This is their chronology;

A M, B,C.
Birth of Judith 3285 719
Mmsaoh begins to reign 3306 698
Return from Babylon 3328 676
War between Eabnohad«nzzar and Arphaxad 3347 657
Expedition of Holofernes 3348 656
Death of Q&muoh | 3361 643
Amon murdered 3363 64 1
Death of Judith 3390 614
Battle of Megiddo and death of Josiah 359% 610
Iast Siege of Jerusalem 34 14 590
The Captivity begins. ‘ 3416. 588

Prideaux makes NebuchadBezzar symbolic of Saosduchinus,the son of

-

Esarhaddon,who ascended the Assyrian throne in the thirty-first year
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- ing to Prideaux,Judith’s death would not have occurred till 596 B.C,
the very year that Nebuchadnezzar carried Jﬁhbiakil to Babylon after
capturing Jerusalem, While supposing Judith to have bheen about twenty-
five years old when she prevailed over Holofernes,her death must have
oceurred some time around 576 B,C, when Jerusalem and the Temple had
been in ruins and the people in captivity for ten yoar:';(ﬁ) Judith
tells Ozias that there were none iho worshipped idols in their age;

6
and this statement is incompatible with the reigns of Manasseh, Amon,

and the first twelve years of Joliah;a(a)ﬂolofornu is described as
knowing nothing of the Jews and asking Achior for information con-

cerning them,and this could not have been the case if the campaign

c;f Holofernes had taken place in the year mentioned in the above

chronology, for the éssyrians had come into repeated contact with the

Jews for almost a hundred years and so the history and customs of
Israel must have been well-known to them,(7) the prominence given to
the name Nobuéhadnum,nems to point directly to the monarch of
that name,If the author wished to refer to Saosduchinus or to same
other monarch,why did he not use their own names;or, granting that he
did wish to conceal it,and also granting that Nebuchadnezzar was a
6. IXI.Chron,XXX11ll 15, 7. XL Chron,XXX111l 22,

8. XI.Chron,XXX1V, 3-4 Y
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like J(sufornes,utafornu,and Datafernes,and it is only by a very
fanciful and forced explanation that W/l W.n?)n can be made out of
it, Then too,vhé.t is Grotins’ basis ‘for the statement that the idea
of pride is conveyed in the name \1WX ? And the meaning he gives to
the name Jehoiakim,while perhaps possible,is still far-fetched and
improbable,Againjaccording to this theory,ought not the other names
of the bodk, as Ozias,Achior,Bagoas,etc,also signify something? And
would it not have been more in accordance with the relation between

Nebuchadnezzar and Holofernes,to make the former represent Antiochus

Epiphanes and the latter Apollonius,than to mske them the Bevil and
Epiphanes respectively? And finally,the whole idea of the Devil,which
Grotixé professes to see in Nebuchadnezzar,viz.an active enemy of

God and Hi.s people,is Christian,and so could not have been in the
author’s mind in 168 B,C, And if he did have Antiochus Epiphanes in

mind,why did he make Syria one of the provinces Holofernes conquered?

And as this king reigned but twelve years,what would be the authors
objeet in placing the campaign of Holof8rnes in his thirteenth or
eighteenth years?

Because of the geographical and historical disagreements,Kichorn
infers that the book is merely a written account of a tradition about
the siege of a townjshanded down from mouth to mouth and embellished

by each.Nebuchadnezzar was in time made the besieger because of the
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