
INSTRUCTIONS FROM AUTHOR TO LIBRARY FOR THESES AND PRIZE ESSAYS 

TITLE "A History of the German-American Bund as Revealed in the Papers 

of Representative Samuel Dickstein" 

TYPE OF THESIS: Ph.D. [ D.H.L. [ Rabbinic [ X ] 

Master's ] Prize Essay ] 

1. May circulate Cf ] ) Not necessary 
) for Ph.D. 

2. Is restricted ] for~- years. ) thesis 

3. 

Note: The Library shall respect restrictions placed on theses 
or prize essays for a period of no more than ten years. 

I understand that the Library may make a photocopy of my thesis 
for security purposes. 

The Library may sell photocopies of my thesis. 

Date/ l Signature of Author 

Library 
Record 

Microfilmed 7 /l lf / 73 
Date / I 

Signature of Library Staff Member 



A HISTORY OF THE GERMAN-AMERICAN BUND 
AS REVEALED IN THE PAPERS OF REPRESENTATIVE 

SAMUEL DICKSTEIN 

Robert Orkand 

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of 
the requirements for the Degree of Master 
of Arts in Hebrew Letters and ordination 

Hebrew Union College­
Jewish Institut:e of Religion, 1973 

Referee, Prof. Kenneth Roseman 



DIGEST 

On March 29, 19J6, Fritz Kuhn, newly elected Bundes­

fuehrer of the German-American Bund, addressed the first 

convention of that organization in Buffalo, New York. Kuhn 

explained to that group that the new organization's purpose 

would be to re-awaken all loyal Germans to the greatness 

of the 11 new 11 Germany. The Bund would attempt to effect a 

new unity and spiritual awakening of German-Americans 

around the Nazi core. German-Americans must "awake and 

act," said Kuhn, for once a solid racial/political phalanx 

was shaped, German-Americans would restore their good name 

and take the offensive against Jews and Communists. 

To further these aims, the Bund published a newspaper, 

the Deutscher Weckruf. Camps were founded in various 

localities to which Bund members could go to hear speakers 

from the organization and view Nazi-style parades. The 

Youth Group was organized to teach German-American young­

sters of the greatness of Adolf Hitler and the necessity 

of carrying on his work in the United States. 

While the Bund actively sought to increase its member­

ship as well as its influence, opponents of the organization 

appeared. One of these was Congressman Samuel Dickstein. 

As a Jew and a loyal American the Representative saw in 

the Bund a genuine threat to the security of the United States. 
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Thus, Dickstein began what was to become one of the most 

active campaigns against the German-American Bund. In 

his attempt to collect the kind of evidence which would 

allow the government to prosecute the Bund leaders, the 

Congressman amassed a good number of documents, newspaper 

clippings, confidential reports on Bund activities, photo­

graphs, and letters sent from all parts of the country. 

After Dickstein's death in 1954 his papers were given to 

the ~ewishflilierica~ Archives in Cincinnati, Ohio. It is 

this collection which forms the basis for this thesis. It 

was this author's attempt to chronicle the rise and :tal.l of 

the Bund and its leaderhip by use of the many documents 

available in the "Dickstein Papers." It should be noted 

that Dickstein's view of the Bund was in no way objective. 

He saw the organization as a mena~e to be dealt with -
swiftly and forcefully. Therefore, Dickstein only kept 

those documents which would further his campaign to rid 

this country of the German-American Bund once and for all. 

With this in mind, this author has attempted to point out 

where Dicksts.n•s lack of objectivity stood in the way of 

good sense. 



To Joyce, 
My "woman of valor" 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

INTRODUCTION ....••••• • ••.••••. ..................... ii 

Chapter 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

v. 
VI. 

BEG INNINGS •••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

"ONCE A GERMAN AlllAYS A GERMAN"··· 

THE ORGANIZATION ••• • •• • • • • • •• • • ••• 

......... 

......... 

. ....... . 

1 

12 

24 

The Fuehrerpr inz ip. • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • 24 
The Leadership ••••• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25 
National Organization ••••• ••.•.•........... 26 
Subsidiary Organizations................... .32 
The Deutscher Weckruf... • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .37 
Youth and Camping.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • J8 
Rallies and Conventions.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4.3 

II JEW s ' JEW s EVERYWHERE II • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 46 

"WE WILL WIN EVERY FIGHT" •••.••••••••.••••• 60 

THE END. , ••• , •• • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • ••••• , ••••• 95 

NO'I'ES • ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . 1.30 

144 APPENDICIES • . • • • . • · · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · • • · · •. . ....... . 
Appendix Is 
Appendix II1 
Appendix IIIs 

Appendix IVs 
Appendix Vs 

Appendix VII 

Appendix VIII 
Append ix VI I I I 

Append ix IX 1 

The Bund Pledge •••••.•••••• 
A Map Of Bund Activity .•••• 
A Picture of a Member of 

a Bund Youth Group •••••••• 
What Price Federal Reserve. 
A Sketch of Representative 
Dickstein ••.••.•••••••.•••• 
A Photograph of a Bund 

Gathering ••••••••••••.•••. 
A Bund Advertisement ••••••. 
The Constitution of the 

Bund • •••••.•• , • , •• , • , . , , , • 
A Cartoon ••••••••• ......... 

B IBLI CXZ RAPHY • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ......... 
-i-

144 
145 

147 
148 

149 

150 
151 

153 
154 

155 



INTRODUCTION 

When Adolf Hitler set out to become dictator of 

Germany and then of Europe, and finally of the world, he 

began with a definite propaganda plan. This had for its 

immediate purpose the unification of Germany and the dis­

organization of the Western democracies. He partially 

accomplished his goal by skillful utilization of psycho­

logical processes and propaganda techniques. 

He appealed primarily to the processes of frustration, 

displacement and anxiety. The Germans were frustrated in nat­

ural response to a series of disasters1 loss of the war; 

inflation; and then, the impact of devastating depression. 

For the astute propagandist, frustrated people are natural 

targets. Hitler, perhaps the most competent propagandist 

of modern times, gave the German people new goals for which 

they could work--goals which to them seemed to provide a way 

out of their troubles. He set before them hopes and aspira­

tions, in the seeking of which they could divert their frus­

trations by aggressive action. Shrewdly, to the masses, he 

gave an outlet for their aggressiveness1 destroy the Jews. 

In America, too, in the 1930's, there were frustrations 

and anxieties. There were industrialists who feared social 

upheaval as an outcome of the depression. There were church­
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men and politicians, as well as less respectable agitators, 

who saw Hitler's techniques as a good way to achieve power 

and prestige. America, since 1929, had had its share of 

frustration caused by depression and unemployment; and America 

had had its share of anxiety, particularly on the part of the 

upper classes, who were concerned that the masses, encouraged 

by the New Deal, would go "socialistic." As a result or such 

anxieties on the part of some of the rich, there arose the 

desire to establish Hitler's fuehrerpr1nz1p, leadership prin­

ciple, in the United States. The result, reasoned these 

people, would be to keep the unemployed in their places, keep 

labor docile and prevent strikes. They indicated they would 

emphasize in religion an authoritarianism to control education 

and labor and, at the same time, to transfer to the "leader-

ship principle" the sanction of God. 

For the most part, however, it was not respe~table citi­

zens who openly used the Hitler propaganda pattern in an 

attempt to bring Fascism to America. 

With the exception of Father Charles E. 
Coughlin, most of the American propa­
gandists operating the Hitler pattern 
were curious individuals with curious 
backgrounds. some had records of crime; 
nearly all were neurotic. But their 
very neuroses could make them.effective 
propagandists. Financial support came 
from the masses. It also came from 
some individual contributors, both 
wealthy and "respectable."l 

As many have pointed out, anti-Semitic and anti­

revolutionary (e.g., Communist) ideology was not a new or 

a unique phenomenon. Far from being distinctly American, the 

ideology may appear in any country under certain conditions. 
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The America of 1933-1940 had several of these conditionsa a 

severe depression and, in the opinion of some, a serious 

growth of revolutionary ideology. Some Americans honestly 

believed that a revolutionary movement had been growing in 

the United States, and were alarmed. This fear, coupled with 

economic deprivation, were essential motivating factors in the 

appearance of over 121 anti-revolutionary, anti-Semitic organi­

zations during the years 1933-1940. 

Anti-Semitism, in its political form, first appeared 

in the United States at the end of World War r. Previously, 

anti-Semitism had expressed itself primarily in terms of 

social discrimination. Between 1881 and the outbreak of 

World War I, some two million European Jews entered the 

country. Thus, when a major wave ot anti-alien feeling arose 

in 1919, the Jewish population was large enough to make a 

sizeable target. The introduction of immigration quotas 

and the expressions of Aryan racial superiority were not the 

only ways by which anti-Semitism was expressed. 

As part of the post-war "Red Scare" large quantities of 

anti-Semitic literature were circulated. This literature was 

indicative of the first effort in the United States to iden­

tify revolutionary ideology with the Jews. The Fellowship 

Forum and other groups widely distributed copies of the forged 

frotocols ot the Elders of Zion and similar propaganda. In 

May, 1920, Henry Ford began an anti-Semitic campaign in his 

Dearborn Independent. The Ku Klux Klan, which began to grow 

rapidly at this time was, of course, frankly anti-Semitic. 

Most of the prejudice of this period may perhaps be 
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explained by the effects of the post-war depression, the 

rise of labor and aroused nationalism. Moreover, the power 

of the Bolsheviks in Russia made the bogey of revolution 

seem very realistic. And since the war had made minority 

groups suspect, it was not difficult to generate anti-Jewish 

feeling. Though the high point of prejudice was reached 

during 1920-1922, anti-Semitic sentiment continued for sev­

eral years thereafter. In 1924, Ford revived his anti-Semitic 

campaign in the Dearborn Independent and kept it going for a 

year. But with the Klan's decline into insignificance by 

1927, organized anti-Semitism virtually disappeared. 

In 1933, anti-Semitism reappeared on the American scene-­

this time boldly and blatantly. The causal conditions were 

the depression, a slight growth of revolutionary sentiment, 

the initiation of the New Deal, and the successful rise to 

power of the rabidly anti-Semitic Nazis in Germany. The 

German-American Bund, playing upon the frustrations of Ger­

man-Americans, as well as those of Americans in general, 

became one of the best known and most widely-publicized of 

the anti-revolutionary, anti-Semitic groups. 

Little has been written about the German-American Bund, 

partially because America became involved in other things 

when the United States entered the Second World War, and 

partially because all Bund records were seized by the United 

States Department of Justice, with the outbreak of the war. 

Acces~ to those records was restricted until only recently, 

making research difficult. The only definitive work on the 
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Bund is that of Leland Bell,2 with shorter studies having 

been done by Donald Strong and Gustavus Myers.3 

One of the most persistent opponents of the Bund during 

the years it was in existence was Representative Samuel Dick­

stein, of New York. The Congressman devoted much of his 

energy in an attempt to persuade the American people that the 

Bund was indeed a threat and should be stopped. Pursuing his 

goal, Dickstein attempted to collect evidence which could be 

used to prosecute the Bund leaders. This evidence was gath­

ered in secret by the "Dickstein Bureau of Investigation" and 

other "agencies," as well as in public by the first Un-American 

Activities Committee, of which he was vice-chairman. The re­

cords of those investigations, as well as correspondence dealing 

with the Bund and other "un•Amerioan" groups, were kept by 

Dickstein long after the Bund ceased to be. After his death, 

these records were given to the American Jewish Archives, lo• 

cated on the campus of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati. 

This study of the Bund is, in great part, a reflection of what 

Samuel Dickstein discovered concerning the Bund during his 

years as Congressman. His views, as reflected in his speeches 

and writings, were biased--perhaps because he was a Jew, or 

simply because he considered him.self to be a "good American." 

In any· event, the records and documents in the Dickstein Papers 

provide excellent insights into the workings of the Bund as 

well as the mind of the mlln who was to become, perhaps, the 

German-American'Bund's most persistent enemy and, possibly, 

the most successful. 
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CHAPTER I 

BEGINNINGS 

On March 29, 19J6, Fritz Kuhn, newly elected Bundes­

fuehrer of the Amerika-Deutscher Volksbund, or German-American 

Bund, addressed the first convention of that organization 

in Buffalo, New York. Kuhn declared that his organization 

signified for the German-American community a new break• 

through to a higher and more mature attitude. This new 

attitude insisted that every person of German blood must be 

a friend of the new Germany, a Germany that inspired Germans 

everywhere with re-awakened loyalties and allegiances. Above 

all, it solidified racial links with "our ancestral rao~' and 

stimulated German-Americans to a new awareness of their 

uniquely German identity. Kuhn viewed the melting pot theory 

of America with contempta 

••• America is not benefited by the 
dissolution of the honest, forthright, 
race conscious Germ.in element into 
a mongrel horde •••• 

With this in mind, said Kuhn, the Bund would attempt to effect 

a new unity and spiritual awakening of German-Americans 

around the Nazi core. German-Americans must "awake and act, 11 

for once a solid racial political phalanx was shaped, German­

Americans w~uld restore their good name and take the offen-

sive against Jews and communists, "the would-be destroyers 
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of our race consciousness." 

A few months after Kuhn addressed the newly-formed Bund, 

alarm was voiced in the House of Representatives of the United 

States by a man who was, perhaps, to become the most persis-

tent adversary of Kuhn and his fellow Nazi sympathizers. On 

January 26, 19J7, Representative Samuel Dickstein of New York 

City (Democrat) spoke before the House and declared that some­

thing needed to be done at the outset to curb the activities 

of the German-American Bunda 

We cannot sit here and let the Naz1s 
••• come to our shores and create a 
disturbance and fear among our own 
people. This has to be a country of 
one people, one flag, one land. There 
is nothing that can be done until we 
throw the searchlight on them and send 
them back where they belong and punish 
these so-called Nazis who claim to be 
110 percent Americans and yet contri­
bute to the black robe or the white 
robe o~ to the Nazi party or any other 
"ism. 11 2 

The Bund was not the first pro-Nazi organization to 

come on to the American scene, nor was this the first time 

that Samuel Dickstein had spoken out against such organiza­

tions. He was born in 1885 in Vilna, Lithuania, son of Rabbi 

and Mrs. Israel Dickstein, and taken to: the United States in 

1887, where his family settled in New York's lower East Side. 

Mr. Dickstein attended City College and received his training 

in law at the New York Law School. He entered public service 

in 1911 with his appointment as a special attorney general for 

New York State. In 1917 he was elected as a member of the City's 

Board of Alderm,en and as a member of the New York State Legis­

lature in 1919, where he served until 1922. In that year he 
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was elected to the United States House of Representatives. 

Dickstein's first appointment was as a junior member of the 

Immigration and Naturalization Committee, and he later became 

its chairman.3 

In the early 1930's reports came to Representative Dick­

stein that many Germans were in America without visas and that 

they had been sent as propagandists ror what was to become 

Nazi Germany. At first, Dickste1n treated the evidence light­

ly, for anti-Semitic feeling seemed to be at its lowest ebb 

since the disaolutton or the Ku Klux Klan some years before. 

However, these feelings were to change, for with Hitler's 

coming to power in 1933, incident piled upon incident began 

to suggest that Nazi and other un-American movements in this 

country were becoming more active. 

Un-Americanism in itself was not new to Dickstein and his 

committee and had been dealt with by the passage of various 

laws denying immigration to various "undesirables." The 

Congressman saw, however, that the evidence being gathered 

suggested that new approaches had to be explored to stem the 

tide of rising un-Americanism. Consequently, Dickstein ap­

pointed a sub-committee to study the problem. For nine months 

this sub-committee studied the propaganda reaching the United 

States. On the basis of information received, the sub-commit­

tee suggested that Dickstein move before the House of Repre­

sentatives the appointment of a special committee to investigate 

and examine under oath any and all attempts to undermine or 

harm the Constitution of the United States.4 
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On March 20, 1934, House Resolution 198, authored by 

Congressman Dickstein, was called up by Congressman Cox and 

passed by the House. That resolution authorized the estab­

lishment of a committee of seven, to be appointed by the 

Speaker, to investigate subversive propaganda in the United 

States.5 On the floor or the House, Dickstein explained 

what the purpose of the new committee was to be, and what it 

hoped to prove. The Committee would seek to accomplish three 

primary objectives1 first, ascertain the facts about methods 

of introduction into this country of destructive, subversive 

propaganda originating from foreign countriess second, ascer-

tain facts about organizations in the United States which 

seemed to be cooperating to spread alien propaganda through 

their membership in this countr1r third, study and recommend 

to the House appropriate legislation which would correct ex­

isting problems and prevent the recurrence of similar problems 

in the future.6 

On March JO, 1934, Representative Dickstein received a 

letter from the Speaker of the House, Henry T. Rainey, in which 

Mr. Dickstein was asked to accept the chairmanship of the new 

committee. On April 2, 1934, Dickstein wrote to Rainey sug­

gesting that such an appointment might be seen as an attempt 

on the part of the Jews in the United States to "persecute" 

pro-Nazi organizations. Consequently, said Dickstein, 

for conscientious, patriotic reasons 
I feel compelled to respectfully de­
cline the appointment. 

My knowledge or conditions which 
this special committee would find, 
compels me to most respectfully ask 
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you to appoint as its chairman an 
outstanding member of this House, 
so that there can be no doubt that 
this is an American issue of primary 
importance.7 

Representative John McCormick of Massachusetts was 

appointed chairman of the investigating committee, and Dick­

stein was designated as vice-chairman by the committee itself. 

Working with a budget or $30,000, the committee conducted 

seven public hearings and twenty-tour executive hearings. 

On February 15, 1935, a report was submitted to the House. 

The testimony taken by the special committee on un-American 

activities revealed that there were aetive pro-Nazi organi­

zations at work in the United States. 

The first of these organizations was founded in .America 

with the name of "Teutonia, Inc.," in 1924. This organization 

published Ail!erika's Deutsche Post, which soon became the 

official organ of the Nazi Party, District U.S.A. In 1933, 

the German government, afraid of repercussions in the United 

States, dissolved "Teutonia, Inc. 11 At the same time, a new 

organization was instituted, 11The Friends or New Germany," 

which united several pro-Nazi groups and which openly admitted 

connections with the National Soz1alist1sche Arbeiter Parte1 

Deutschland, or Nazi Party, 1n the Third Reich. 

Early in the history ot"The Friends ot New Germany;' the 

leadership was assumed by Heinz Spanknoebel, an alien who had. 

entered the United States claiming to be a clergyman. One of 

his first tasks was the publishing of a weekly newspaper, 12!!! 

Neue Deutsehland. In the banner ot this paper appeared an 
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emblem showing an American eagle, the Stars and Stripes and, 

in a circle located in the middle of the emblem, "Friends of 

the New Germany" in German. This same emblem, with one ex­

ception, the insertion of a swastika, was worn by members of 

the organization. 

Evidence presented to the un•AJler1C&l'l Activities Com-

m1ttee indicated that subsidies were obtained from the German 

government which were used to finance Das Neue Deutschland. 

In addition, the committee showed that certain German consuls 

in the United States helped pay for Nazi propaganda activities 

and that the services of German publio relations experts were 

regularly used by "The Friends. 11 German shipping lines reg­

ularly transported printed propaganda materials to the United 

States. These same lines transported American citizens back 

and forth between Germany and the United States without cost 

for the purpose of having them write and apeak favorably of 

Germany. A German steamship company's records revealed that 

some of those passengers received free transportation at the 

request of the German Ambassador "in the interest of the state." 

11 The Friends of New Germany" conducted so-called "youth 

summer camps" at different locations at which the children 

were taught to recognize Hitler as their leader and to believe 

that the principles of the German government were superior to 

the principles of the government of the United States. At 

these camps the official language was German, the swastika 

was prominently displayed, and at morning and evening exer­

cises the German flag was saluted in Nazi style. 8 
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Letters sent to the committee from all over the United 

States indicated the extent to which the pro-Nazi organiza­

tions were at work in America. One letter indicated that 

students in the public schools in a Pacific coast city were 

given a pro-Hitler magazine to read as a class assignment. 

Other letters complained about certain professors in colleges 

and SQhools who were "preaching and teaching Hitlerism in 

their classes and in their lectures." Information was received 

that German consular off ioers were appearing and speaking at 

meetings where Hitler and his philosophy was openly praised.9 

As the activities of "The Friends of New Germany" and 

other pro-Nazi groups became known, there were cries for action 

from newspapers, organizations and private citizens. The 

State Department sent off ieial protests to the German govern­

ment. Customs officials began boarding German ships in search 

of propaganda materials. One of the most active anti-Nazi 

campaigns was begun in 19)4 by "The American League for Defense 

of Jewish Rights," which, in that year, changed its name to the 

"Non-Sectarian Anti•Nazi League to Champion Human Rights." The 

president of that organization was Samuel Untermyer, with Rabbi 

Abba Hillel Silver serving as vice-president. In 19)4 an effort 

was made to raise a fund of $500,000 to carry on an effective 

campaign to boycott all German goods, ships and shipping. 

The "League," which had the endorsement of the American Federa­

tion of Labor, attempted to raise the fund for various purposes1 

1. In order to reach, inform, and organize 
the consuming public of this country against 
the purchase of German-made goods. 
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2. To contact thousands of importers in 
.America, and urge them to use American­
made goods and not to patronize German 
ships and railroads in the transportation of 
such merchandise as they may find it 
neQessary to buy in foreign countries. 

J. To circularize hundreds of thousands of 
physicians, druggists, and hospitals with 
pamphlets containing lists of American and 
other drugs that may be substituted for 
German products, and to advise merchants 
and industrialists where substitutes may 
be had. 

4. To work in cooperation with established 
organizations having the same pllrpose in 
other parts of the world, and to set up 
barriers against the use of Germ.an goods 
in the world's markets. 

5· To keep the American public fully in­
formed concerning the seditious agitation 
that the Nazis are carrying on in this 
country through their imported agents and 
propagandists.10 

As the protests intensified, Germany began to feel the 

need for some sort of action. Theodore Hoffman, president 

of the Steuban Society of America, complained to Hitler that 

rising anti-German feeling in the United States was due to 

the 11 Friends of New Germany.n Berlin's immediate response 

was the recalling of offending consular officials. The result 

of this action was a temporary lessening of the German propa-

ganda campaign. On December 27, 19)5, Rudolf Hess signed a 

directive ordering all German nationals out of the "Friends. 0 

The result was the decrease of the influence of that organi-

zation until it practically ceased to exist. 

Most likely, the "Friends of New Germany" would have 

quietly faded away if it were not for an ardent pro-Nazi 

member of the "Friends," Fritz Kuhn, who was dedicated to the 
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survival of a pro-German group in the United States. Conse­

quently, in March, 19J6, he brought together the remnants of 

the "Friends" and members or other splinter groups with the 

aim of forming a new organization, The German-American Bund 

(Amerika-Deutseher Volksbund). This new group inherited from 

the "Friends" Camp Siegfried and a weekly newspaper, Deutscher 

Weckruf und Beobachter. Unlike the 11 Friends," only American 

citizens could hold leadership positions in the new organiza­

tion, but Kuhn disregarded Rudolf Hess• directive of 1935 by 

creating the Citizens Protective League, which admitted German 

nationals. 

The information available concerning Kuhn is sketchy, for 

the facts known about him are those he wished released. Ac-

cording to that information, he was born in Munich in 1895· 

Throughout the four years or World War I he served with the 

German Army and saw service on four different fronts--French, 

Italian, Serbian and Roumanian. After the war he studied 

chemistry in Munich and participated in the troubled politics 

of post-war Germ.any.11 

In 192), Kuhn left Germany and went to Mexico. When 

asked why he left his homeland, he told a later session of 

the Dies Committees 

Because the revolution was going on; inflation 
was there. Every second man was out or work. 
I lost my job. I had a very good job with one 
of the greatest chemical concerns. We were 
thrown out by the French A.ray of Occupation. 
A colored regiment came in. A woman was not 
safe any more there. I had to take my wife 
away, because they attacked right and left.12 

While in Mexico from 1923 until 192?, Kuhn worked as an 
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industrial chemist. He entered the United States in 1927 

and obtained a position at the Ford hospital laboratory in 

Detroit. Several years later he was transferred to Ford's 

Rouge River plant in Dearborn. In 1933 he became an American 

citizen. Exactly when he became affiliated with the "Friends 

of New Germany" is not known, but the group•s paper had de­

clared that he joined the organization at its inception, which 

would mean June, 19JJ. For two years he was leader of the 

Detroit localJ and from September, 1935. until December of 

that same year (when he was made national head of the organi­

zation), he was the leader of the Gau Mittelwest (the mid-West 

District). The procedure by which Kuhn rose to the national 

leadership is not entirely kn.own, except for the fact that he 

was confirmed as the national leader at the 1936 convention 

of the "Friends.nlJ 

Newspaper interviews of Kuhn show that he was fond of 

such publicity, Interviews were given seated at his desk on 

which were three flags1 in the center, the American flag, 

flanked by the Nazi and Bund. flags. On the wall hung pictures 

of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Adolf Hitler. The F.D.R. picture 

was positioned a few inches higher because, as Kuhn explained, 

"our loyalties are with the United States, first and always. 11 14 

In later years, Samuel Dickstein, as chairman of the 

Committee on Immigration or the House of Representatives, 

attempted to have Kuhn deported on the grounds that during 

World War I Kuhn was a German spy 1n the United States. The 

facts released by Dickstein indicate how little was really 

known about the national leader of the German-American Bund. 
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According to the Congressman, Kuhn went to Mexieo in 1932, 

having fled to that country as a criminal, "having been guilty 

of a crime involving moral turpitude." In Mexico he presented 

himself to the American consul and made application to enter 

the United States under the German quota. According to Dick­

stein, there was evidence to show that Kuhn stole J,000 or 

more Marks worth of merchandise in Germany and was convicted 

or this crime and sentenced to four months in prison.15 Dick­

stein attempted to prove, 1n addition, that Kuhn had been a 

spy during World War I. In various letters addressed to the 

War Department, the CongressJD8.n claimed. that on August 27, 

1917, Immigration Inspector TayJor arrested certain German 

subjects, alien enemies or the United States, who were aboard 

the steamer •Bl Sol. 11 .Amcnig those arrested was one Ernest 

Fritz Kuhn, alias Fred Cohen. He was sent to Fort Oglethorpe, 

Georgia, "though there is nothing definite to show that he 

was actually confined at that point. 11 16 On July 9, 19)8, 

Dickstein received a letter from the War Department which in­

dicated that there was nothing to show that Ernest Fritz 

Kuhn was identical with the Fritz Kuhn engaged in Naz1 activi­

ties .17 Consequently, Dickstein was forced to drop this line 

of attack and find other ways of fighting the man who perhaps 

became his most bitter enemy. 



CHAPTER II 

"ONCE A GERMAN, ALWAYS A GERMAN" 

As the German•American Bund began to develop its 

program during the first year of its existence, certain 

themes could be discerned, the most important of which was 

a call for unity among all German-Americans. This call was 

usually presented in rather simple termsa neutrality was 

impossible--either one was tor or against the Bund. The very 

slogans used were designed to convey a feeling of solidarity1 

"Forward German-Americans!" "We Have Just Begun1 11 l 

Playing upon this theme of unity, the Bund pointed to 

the reasons for German-American disunity during World War I. 

Between 1914 and 1918 the German-American community had inept 

and unaggressive leadership, a situation which could have been 

prevented by the alert union of all Germans in America. All 

German-Americans were called upon to remember with pride the 

accomplishments of heroic German-American anoestors1 John 

Peter Zenger, General Nicholas Herkimer, and Carl Schurz, who 

has so gallantly fought for American freedoms.2 

More frequently, however, Bund leaders spoke in terms of 

common racial and blood ties. Fritz Kuhn addressed representa­

tives of the Pittsburgh German cOJBmunity on May 28, 1936. He 

suggested that what was needed was a "racial alliance. The 

Deutscher Weckruf, the Bund newspaper, noted that the programs 

-12-
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of the new Germany had created an interest in family his-

tories and that German-Americans should be concerned with 

establishing their Aryan origins. For the price of one dollar 

an investigation would be made by 

••• the Carl Schurz Vereinigung, Victoria 
Strasse 7, Berlin, free of charge save 
only such costs as are required in the 
clerical labor of copying records and 
postage. Address Herr De Haas as above.3 

The expression of friendship between German-Americans and 

Germany served to demonstrate the principle "once a German, 

always a German." Germans in Germany would see that 

Germans everywhere shared a common bond of unity, for 

"they all have the same German blood.. 11 Once the importance 

of comm.on racial or blood identity was realized, all 

divisions in America would end.4 

The Deutscher Weckruf became the Bund's most important 

propaganda tool. In looking through the pages of this 

weekly newspaper, one cannot help being struck by the almost 

complete lack of objective news reporting. The goal of the 

paper was, by its own admission, the enhancement of the growth 

and prestige of the National Socialist movement. There are 

many examples that can be given of this lack of objectivity. 

One in particular illustrates how the Bund newspaper reworked 

a news release from one of the major metropolitan newspapers. 

In this case the New York Times commented on the fact that 

the RooseTelt Administration had serious misgivings about the 

work of the Dies Committee. The Bund reworked that article 

so as to show that Roosevelt's fear was the discovery that 

communists had "infiltrated" the United States Government. 



-14-

Why Administration leaders took the position 
they did toward the LUie§.1' Committee has never 
been authoritatively explained. In some 
quarters it is suggested the reason was a 
suspicion that Mr. Dies planned to operate 
under the inspiration of Vice President 
Garner, a fellow Texan, in an effort to 
discredit leftists elements in the party. 
The Congressman denies this in toto. 

Elsewhere the idea is advanced that the New 
Deal would have been antagonistic to such 
an inquiry under any one's direction because 
of fear that it might expose communistic--or, 
probably more exactly, socialistic--infil­
trations into the Administration. 

Although the testimony heard by the committee 
was often unsubstantiated or discredited, it 
did show, shorn of its irrelevancies, an 
apparent spread of communistic sympathies 
and of Communist party activity in the 
country, largely through so-called "front" 
organizations; and an active Nazi movement 
which did not appear to be making such 
headway except among some German-Americans.5 

The Deutscher Weckruf had a somewhat different view of events. 

"This and That About the Dies Committee" 

The happenings around the Dies Committee become 
more and more interesting, chiefly due to the 
fact that President Roosevelt is getting 
wxcited about this Congressional committee. 

Many circles who first rejoiced about this 
investigation because they believe it was 
aimed only on the hated American German Bund 
now let off a real Indian-like howl, realizing 
that Dies also takes the activities of the 
Communistic movements and its friends in 
government and administration under his 
pocket lens. 

The American Bund has known right along that 
they could not expect a just and impartial 
investigation from this committee. 

It is deplorable that Mr. Dies has conducted 
the investigation not so as it should have 
been in order to set forth the patriotic 
character of the Bund. Instead, of all 
things, Mr. Dies thought it right to let 
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loose a speech before the defense committee 
of the "American Jewish Federation against 
Communism and Fascism," in which he em­
phatically repeated the fairy tales against 
the Bund to be SU?'e of the fact of a tre-
mendous applause.6 . 

The Deutscher Weckruf openly admitted that its purpose 

was to publish propaganda and, at least in 1936, made no 

attempt to conceal the fact that articles were supplied by 

German newspapers and propaganda agencies, as well as the 

German news agency, Transocean Service. The Dies Committee 

would later point out that the German Embassy and the con­

sulates acted as soliciting and collecting agencies for this 

Service, and that the Embassy and consulates also transmitted 

instructions and exercised direct control of the Transocean 

Agency's operating policy, which at all times was in conformity 

with the wishes of Berlin.7 

The Deutscher Wec1truf devoted a great deal of space to 

photographic coverage of Nazi meetings and demonstrations, 

German technical and military progress, and to Hitler's varied 

social and political activities. As would be expected, the 

majority of the paper's attention was focused on the accom-

plishments of Hitler and the Nazi regime. Hitler's Reich 

was seen as a representative of the democratic order, and not 

as a dictatorship. This could be demonstrated, said the Bund, 

by the fact that while dictatorships assumed control by brutal 

means, Hitler's victory was due to enthusiastic popular and 

democratic elections. Hitler, like Lincoln and Garfield, came 

from a poor and humble background. His popularity was a result 

of his devotion to the task of purging Germany of corruption 
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and Communism. For the Bund editors National Socialism rep­

resented a movement of regeneration, composed of simple work­

ingmen as well as men of dignity. Above all, Hitler stood 

for peaee--his military strat•gists though in defensive, not 

offensive terms. On the domestic front, his genial but firm 

leadership had ettected new unity among the German people, 

characterized by a spirit or confidence, order and discipline. 

For Kuhn and his fellow Bundists, Hitler's place was with such 

noble patriots as Washington, Napoleon and Mussolln1.8 

A favorite technique or the Bund editors was the use of 

favorable testimony. Former British Prime Minister Lloyd 

George was quoted as saying that he had never known a greater 

man than Hitler, nor had he seen a happier people than the 

Germans. Religious leaders testified that Hitler protected 

Christianity because the Communists were prevented from 

burning down churches. Statements were even lifted, out of 

context, from the New York Till•• and other papers and pieced 

together to form favorable tributes to Hitler. For example, 

in the February 6, 19J6, issue of the Deutscher Weekruf, it 

quotes the Times as saying that Hitler had made fantastic 

improvements in the life or the German people and that the 

Fuehrer was the answer to EUrope•s continuing economic and 

social problems. A carefUl reading or the T1J!es during the 

weeks preceding the Bund articles indicates that the most 

the Times had done was quote Ge!'!1n officials, both in the 

United States and in Germany, a fact that the Bund editors 

had neglected to mention. 
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Another Bund technique was the presentation or serialized 

fictional testimonies or New Yorkers travelling 1n Germany, 

indicating the "authors'" shock at finding the country so 

different from American news reports. Accounts of goose­

stepping, pogroms, shortages or food, preparations for war, 

religious persecutions and political oppression became, in the 

hands of Bund editors, "lying rot."9 

In trying to convince the German-American community of 

the tremendou~ strides made by the "new" Germany, comparisons 

were often made with the United States. Specific faults in 

America were pointed to, with the urging that c~1t1cs of Ger­

many devote more of their attentions to their own society. 

The Deutscher Weekruf picked up on stories of .American in­

justices 1 a New York court sentenced a 17 year old boy to 

the electric chair; there was an increase in child laborr 

New York police staged illegal raids on private residences 

to break up poker games. The Bund editors concluded that 

what America needed was a moral house cleaning, for an orgy 

or "boondoggling and racketeering destroyed America's sense 

of integrity and fair play. 11 More often than not, however, 

the Bund directed its attention to the race question, America's 

sore spot. The editors of the Deutscher Weckruf suggested 

that critics of Germany's policies yis a yis the Jews should 

open their eyes and see such examples of American race policies 

as a recent Ohio Supreme court ruling that retail store 

operators might refuse to sell to Negroes.lo 

In pamphlets, movies, books and speakers, the Bund 
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attempted to point to one idea• that the connecting link 

between the Bund's blunt espousal of Hitler and National 

Socialism was Pan-Germanism. All Germans outside the Reich 

were united in a racial community and were bound to the 

Fatherland by common blood. Germans everywhere were Germans 

first and citizenship of a particular country took second 

place to the demands of blood and race. Therefore, all Ger-

mans owed certain duties and obligations to the 11 new11 Germany.nll 

In desiring to be 11as one" with Germans everywhere, the 

Bund listed three duties that German-Americans as Auslands­

deutsche, or Germans abroad, had to the restored Reich. First, 

to demonstrate that they had not forsaken all connection with 

the Fatherland. They must aet first as cultural pioneers by 

preserving the Germ.an language, customs and traditions. Second, 

they would stand as economic pioneers who buy all types of Ger­

man goods and services. Third, they would function as pioneer 

fighters against anti-German propaganda by correcting slan­

derous remarks made against Hitler and the German people.12 

To help achieve these tasks, the Bund openly established con­

nections with the "Deutsches Ausland-Institute" in Stuttgart, 

Germany, one of the more important Nazi propaganda agencies 

concerned with Germans living outside the Reich.13 

ETents in Germany provided the Bund with opportunities 

to demonstrate to the American public the dazzling accomplish­

ments of Hitler and the Third Reich. One such opportunity 

came about with the decision of the International Olympic 

Committee to hold the 1936 Summer Olympics in Munich, Germ.any. 
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In the spring of that year the Bund launched a vigorous 

campaign to attract its members and other German-Americans to 

Germany. Brochures and notices were sent out. The Deutscher 

Weckruf reported on training activities or American athletes 

while sneering at anti-Nazi critics who suggested a boycott 

or the games. In early June, 1936, the Deutscher Weckruf 

devoted a special issue to the coming Olympics and carried 

numerous advertisements from German tourist agencies and 

German-American businesses as well as articles by Americans, 

German officials and Bundists. 

The Bund's decision to devote so much copy space to the 

Olympics was necessitated, in part, by the vigorous campaign 

to move the Games conducted by various organizations and in­

dividuals. The "Move the Olympics Committee" was quickly 

created and launched a campaign to have the Amateur Athletic 

Union refuse to participate in the Olympics.14 On December 

5, 1935, the A.A.U. voted to continue with plans to participate 

in the Games. The "Organization Committee of American Good­

will Olympic Associationsu began a fund-raising drive to 

raise $300,000 to allow a rival set of Ga.mes to be held in 

the United States.15 For those opposed to American involve­

ment in the Games in Germany, the issue became one of broken 

promises. In 1933 the decision was made by the International 

Olympic Committee to hold the Games in Germany. At that time 

objections were raised to this decision because of Germany's. 

anti-Semitic policies. Because or the objections, Germany 

agreed that participating nations could bring Jews to the 
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Games, and, finally, that even German Jews could participate. 

After the decision was finally reached to hold the Olympic 

Games in Munich, Germany began to violate the pled~e she had 

made. Adequate training facilities were denied Jews and ade-

quate opportunities to compete were never given them. The 

response of the American OlJ'lllpio Committee to the gro•ing 

evidence of German bad faith was that the reports of German 

discrimination against German-Jewish athletes were grossly 

exaggerated. 16 

Brigadier General Charles H. Sherrill, one of three 

Americans who were members of the International Olympic 

Committee, issued a statement that •if the Jewish minority 

of 5,000,000 in the United States continued to stir up the 

rest of the 120,000,000 Americans there was serious danger 

of an anti-Semitic wave in our country," and that, after all, 

he had succeeded in getting a German-American Jew on the 

German fencing team.17 Congressman D1ekstein responded to 

the statement by Sherrill in Ter1 strong terms1 

If General Sherrill's statement is a 
sample as to what happens to a good 
old-fashioned .American when he gets 
in contact with Hiiler•s "Kultur,u 
we may well imagine what the effect 
of such contact would b• on thousands 
of unspoiled .American young men and 
women. 

The great "achievement" of General 
Sherrill's having sueoeeded in having 
••• Jews invited to participate in the 
German team in the Olympic Games is 
remarkable for its utter uselessness 
and ridiculous folly. Does the Gen­
eral realize that the fact that it 
took ,him two years to accomplish 
this great result, is in itself an 
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indication of the utter lack of 
sportsmanship prevailing in Germany.18 

Kuhn and the Bund editors gloated over what was ultimately 

to be the failure of the anti-Nazi boycott of the Olympics, 

stating that Amerieans saw through the lying propaganda of 

these uracketeers" and intended to visit Germany to see the 

Nazi Reich at close range. 

They will be the guests or the most 
hospitable nation on the European 
continent and fa1r-ain4•4 American 
tourista ••• will return with new 
conceptions and with an abundance 19 of pleasant thoughts about Germany. 

Kuhn sought to create more interest in a trip to Garmany 

by announcing that the Bund. would present Hitler with a 

gift of a leather-bound Golden Book of AJllerican Germandom 

which would contain signatures or Bu.nd members who con-

tributed at least fifty cents to the new Germany's winter 

relief fund.20 

It is interesting to note that the Bund editors spoke 

of a trip to Germany in terms that normally would be reserved 

for a religious pilgrimage. On•• in the Homeland, German­

.Americans would experience the thrill or walking on sacred 

German soil and mingling with people or real German blood. 

On July 2J, 19)6, Kuhn and 200 Bund members lett for 

Germany on the liner New York. In a letter to Bund members 

Kuhn noted that the purpose of the trip was to gain strength 

for the struggle in the United States by seeing and experi­

encing Hitler's Reich. The climax or the trip came on August 

2 with a ten minute meeting between Hitler and Kuhn and a 

few other Bundists at the Reichschancellery in Berlin. For 



-22-

Kuhn that was the experience of his lifes 

We stand before the Chancellor, 
the Fuehrer of Germ.any. He shakes 
hands with each of us, looks us 
straight in the eye, lays his hand 
on the shoulder of our Bund leader, 
and speaks to us of Germany that 
is restored •••• Kuhn mentions the 
coming visit to Munich [8.ng/ the 
Fuehrer immediately takes steps 
to insure a warm welcome for the 
Bund in the oity where our move• 
ment had its beginning. The Fuehrer 
thanks us again for the ••• book of 
testimonials, and for the accompany­
ing donation.21 

The trip to the Olympic Games was a most s1gnif icant 

event for the Bund. On the one hand, 1t now became possible, 

at least in the eyes of the Bund, to counter anti-German 

statements by pointing to the marvelous things they and other 

Americans had seen tn Germ.any. In fact, it was assWJted that 

the mere mention of the Olympic experience was enough to clear 

all American suspicions of the Third Reich once and for all. 

Photographic essays on the Olympics and Bund activities in 

Germany dominated the Deutscher Weckruf for several weeks. 

A large photo of Kuhn offering the Golden Book to Hitler was 

splashed over several issues. Kuhn gloated over the meeting 

with Hitler and often told Bund audiences that the Fuehrer had 

ordered him to "go back and continue your tight,.tt22 

In a euphoric mood, the Bund and a tew or the remaining 

New York German societies staged a "German Day Celebration" 

at Madison Square Garden on October 4, 1936, just four days 

after Kuhn returned from Germany. The "German Day Celebration" 

had, since the turn of the century, been a major event for the 
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German-Ameri can community, for it commemorated the founding 

of the first Germ.an colony in America at Germantown, Pennsyl­

vania, in 1683. This event had been controlled by the United 

German Societies, but in 19J6 the Bund captured control of 

the event and the United German Societies drifted away. In 

spite of this break, the Bund, at least in 1936, paid tribute 

to the early German settlers, while adding a considerable 

amount of Nazism to the 1936 affair. 

Having been advertised as an "unforgettable affair," 

20,000 people gathered at Madison Square Garden to hear three 

speakers praise the accomplishments or Hitler and the magnifi­

cence of the 1936 Olympie Games. Avery Brundage, President 

of the International Olympics Committee, spoke of the need 

for a world-wide fight against Communism and commended Hitler 

for eliminating this influence in Germany. Dr. Karl Stroeling 

of the Deutsches Ausland-Institut thanked the American Sport 

Association for making it possible for German and American 

youth to become acquairrted by means of tae Ol:rmpie Games. 

Dr. Hans Luther, German Ambassador to the United States, ex­

pressed gratitude to the audience for its loyalty to Germ.any 

and trust in the Fuehrer. Finally, Kuhn spoke, comparing the 

meeting to the mass rallies in Germany. The 1936 German Day 

signified, said Kuhn, "an awakening, a breakthrough, perhaps 

a turning point.n23 And thus 1t was to be, for the year 1936 

marked the beginning of the Bund•s great growth and of its 

program of hate which would not be eliminated until five 

years later. 



CHAPTER III 

THE ORGANIZATION 

During 1936 and 1937 the Bund continued its growing 

influence among German-Americans. The Bundists looked upon 

themselves as combatants in a fighting organization eager for 

action against Jews and Communists. The Bund thought of it­

self as KMPfendes Deutschtum, or "Fighting Germ.andom, 11 and, 

at first, made little attempt to disguise its Nazi character. 

Although it continually claimed that it was strictly an 

American organization, the Bund 1 s structure, nature of sub­

sidiary organizations, the parades, mass rallies and harangues 

left little doubt to its critics as to what the Bund thought 

its functions to be. 

The fUehrerpr1nzip 

As with the German Nazi Party, the Fuehrerprinzip, or 

leadership principle, was at the core of the Bund's internal 

organization.l The Bundesfuehrer, or national leader, was 

given by the fUehrerpr1nz1p final authority and supremacy in 

every area of Bund activity. He could mediate grievances, 

appoint or remove all officers, dismiss and revoke the member­

ship of any Bund member at any time. He convened the national 

conventions of the organization as well as the executive com­

mittee. He had full power of ownership and disposal over 
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Bund property, including funds, equipment, buildings and land 

holdings. He could fix dues and other financial assessments 

and he could organize, enlarge, divide or disband all local 

units. The only cheek against absolute dictatorial powers on 

the part of the Bundesfuehrer was the national convention, 

which could elect or depose him.2 

The Leadership 

Subject to the control of the Bundesfuehrer was a group 

of national officers, including the secretary, treasurer, press 

agent; functionaries serving subsidiary organizations; a national 

executive committee which constituted the primary advisory 

board for the national leaders departmental leaders and lesser 

fuehrers all the way down to the lowest block leader. Each of 

these leaders recognized the authority of the official immedi­

ately above him in the Bund h1erarch7, and all saw their pri­

mary loyalty as being to the Bund as personified in the Bundes­

fuehrer. The method of communication chosen by the national 

leader demonstrates the adherenee to the u1eadership prin-

ciple" a he gave orders through written 11 Co:mmand.s" which were 

to be faithfully fulfilled. Each local leader received a 

copy of the Command to transmit to his staff and the local 

members. A report was later filed with national headquarters 

verifying the local units' compliance with the Command. Pro­

spective members completed an application form which acquainted 

them with the "leadersh1P principle." Bund membership cards 

contained a pledge affirming that the holder acknowledged the 

11 leadership principle" as fundamental to the organization.3 
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The literature of the Bund in the early years mentions 

the following officersa James Wheeler-Hill, national secre­

tary and leader of the New York (Manhattan} local units1 

Walter Kappe, press agent, who returned to Germany in 1937 

and was replaced by Severin Winterscheidts G. Wilhelm Kunze, 

public relations directors Theodore Dinkelacker, youth di­

rectors Anna Richfeldt, women's executive directors Richard 

Mettin, national treasurer; Gustav Elmer, organization deputy; 

Willy Luedtke and Max Rapp, directors of the Bund's economic 

division, the Deutsche Konsum Verband (DKV}; Carl Nicolay, 

leader of the Brooklyn, New York, unit and consultant to the 

women's division; Rudolf Markmann, leader of the Eastern dis­

trict; George Froboese, leader of the Midwestern district; 

Herman Schwinn, leader of the Western district. 

National Organization 

There were three major departments1 east, midwest and 

west. Each department, or Gau, was further divided into 

divisions corresponding to the American states. Further sub­

divisions brought the organization down to the smallest units 

on the city or county level. Each department leader, or 

Gauleiter, directed the local Bund units in hls area and had 

a staff similar to that of the national leader. 

A strictly :prramidal hierarchy, such as the Bund, is 

susceptible to effective control of activities at all levels 

of command. Its discipline extends to the local unit which 

is the primary focus of functioning or activity. According 
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to a list presented to the Dies Committee by Fritz Kuhn, there 

were forty local units in 1934s fifty-five in 1937; and seven­

ty-one in 1939· The list of locals in 1939 was as followss4 

Eastern District (Gau Ost) 

Albany (N. Y.) 
Astoria (N. Y.) 
Baltimore (Md.) 

Bergen County (N.J.) 
Boston (Mass.) 
Bridgeport (Conn.) 
Bronx ( N. Y • ) 

Brooklyn (N.Y.)* 
Buffalo (N. Y.) 

Glendale (N. Y.) 
Greenwich (Conn.) 
Hartford (Conn.) 
Hudson County (N.J.) 
Jamaica (N. Y.) ** 

Lancaster (19.) 
Lindenhurst (N.Y.) 
Nassau County (N.Y.) 

New Britain (Conn.) 
New HaTen (Conn.) 
New Rochelle (N.Y.) 
New York (N.Y.)*** 

Newark (N.J.) 
Ossining (N. Y.) 

Passaic County (N.J.) 
Philadelphia (Pa.) 
Pittsburgh (Pa.) 
Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) 
Providence (R.I.) 

Mid-West District (Gau Mittelwest) 

Chicago (Ill.) 
Cinc1rmati ( o.) 
Cleveland (O.) 
Dayton ( o.) 
Detroit (Mich.) 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) 
Gary (Ind.) 

Indianapolis (Ind.) 
Kenosha (Wis.) 
Milwaukee (Wis.) 
Minneapolis (Minn.) 
Omaha (Nebr.) 
St. Louis (Mo.) 
St. Paul (Minn.) 

Western District (Gau West) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) San Diego (Calif.) 

Oakland (Calif.) 
Petaluma (Calif.) 
Portland (Ore.) 

San Francisco (Calif.) 
san Gabriel Valley 

(Calif•) 

* A borough of New York Cit1• 
** In the borough of QUeens, New York City. 

*** The borough of Manhattan, New York City. 

Reading (Pa.) 
Rochester (N.Y.) 
Rockland County 

(N • y •) 

Schenectady (N.Y.) 
Sellersville (Pa.) 
South Brookl711 

(N.Y. )t 
Stamford (Conn.) 
Staten Island 

(N.Y. )# 
Syracuse (N.Y.) 
Troy (N. Y.) 
Utica (N.Y.) 
White Plains (N.Y.) 

Sheboygan (Wis.) 
South Bend (Ind.) 
South Chicago (Ill.) 
Taylor (Tex.) 
Toledo (o.) 

Santa Barbara 
(Calif.) 

Seattle (Wash. ) 
Spokane (Wash.) 

t In the borough of Brooklyn, New York City. 
# A borough of New York City. 
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In late 1936 and early 1937. Kuhn issued several 

Commands which indicate the types of activities in which the 

locals were engaged. The membership of the Bund was expected 

to observe various German and American holidays. Two occasions 

in particular were emphasized.1 George Washington's Birthday 

in February and Hitler's Birthday in April. The former, in­

structed the Bund, could be oelebrated with rallies which were 

either in English or German and, like Hitler's Birthday, was 

to be open to the public and tully covered by the American and 

German press. On July 4, Independence Day, the Bund locals 

were to hold joint celebrations with the American Legion. In 

addition to these American holidays, Kuhn's instructions men­

tioned other occasions as well. Attention was focused on such 

Nazi holidays as November 9, which was the commemoration or 

the Munich Putscha National Labor Day on May ls the Reich 

Anniversary celebration on January JOa the Anniversary of the 

death of Horst Wessel in Februarya and celebrations to bene­

fit the German Winter Relief Fund. 

The press of the period gives some indications of the 

types or activities the local units were involved with. In 

Los Angeles the local Bund unit owned its own building, the 

Deutsohes Haus, which contained a rather complete book store 

which sold pro-Nazi and Germ.an publications. The Los Angeles 

Times and other California papers reported on various occasions 

that the local Bund unit had held rallies and had created 

burning swastikas in the Holl)'Wood Hills. The Bund local in 

st. Louis, over the objections of other German groups, displayed 
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Swastikas at picnics held in Gray's Grove. On October 30, 

19)?, the Brooklyn unit of the Bund held a parade in New York 

City at lllhich Swastikas were displayed. On October 27, 1938, 

the same unit held a German Day which was ls.beled as "just a 

big family gathering" and which included a picnic, speeches, 

dance and "merriment." 

on the local level, meetings were held in various places. 

Whereas the Los Angeles local unit owned its own building, in 

other areas meetings were conducted in private homes. Repre­

sentative Dickstein's files contain the minutes of one of 

those meetings, as supplied to him by one of the "operatives" 

employed by him. This meeting was held in New Milford, New 

Jersey, on February 14, 19)8, at the home of Mrs. Mead. The 

meeting was followed by an address from the first speaker, Mr. 

Mowbray White, who discussed the "Jewish Question." He in-

dicated to those present that the Jew is an organized group 

in each nation, and there is only one way to uproot the Jew·· 

and to 11 put him from his pedestal--to expose the fact that 

communism is a Jewish movement." 

They are working to run the world and to 
govern every country through communism. 
Now, friends, I believe that we have right 
on our side. We must proceed with fair­
ness. We don't do as they do when they 
get control, riding in the saddle and 
riding people down. You can see that 
in New York since the Jew got control 
there. We will just do things fairly 
as they are doing them in Germany. I 
have watched and carefully studied every 
move made by Hitler and his government 
and I found they are doing just what a 
god-like group would do who would take 
cont.:rol of a people to bring them back 
to a normal state of affairs.5 
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At a meeting of the Bronx, New York, unit on February 

17, 1938, at which 350 people were in attendance, Carl 

Nicolay, leader of the Brooklyn unit, addressed the group. 

He indicated that the Jewish communists had torn down the 

American flag and had hoisted Hthe Hammer and Sickle on top 

of the White House." Jews are the laziest people because 

they don't work with their hands. He and the Bund aimed to 

make America safe for Americans. He said that while he is 

living "the Hammer and Sickle will never be placed next to 

the American flag. At least, not while the Nazis are here. 11 6 

As with any such organisation, the Bund was very much 

concerned with the effect these activities were having on 

public opinion. Consequently, local Bund units were instructed 

to gather material from local newspapers and have it sent to 

national headquarters at 178 East 85th street, New York City. 

Such material was to include articles about the Bund, German­

Americans in the United States, Germany, ~ews and Communists. 

These materials were to be sent in copies of eight, pasted 

on letter paper with the full name and date of the newspaper.? 

Attention was focused on the status of German Nationals 

in the Bund. The local units were told to admit them into the 

organization as members of a Prospective Citizen's League. 

This League was administered directly by the Bund and preferred 

members who had taken out their first papers toward citizen­

ship. Because of German objections to its nationals being in­

volved with the Bund, Kuhn put restrictions on their activities 

by ordering that they not become involved in American politics 

and that they be excluded from leadership positions in the Bund. 
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The question or German nationals within the organization 

was to be a major source of criticimn by enemies or the Bund, 

for they charged that a majority of the organization's mem­

bership consisted of "un-American aliens." The Bund con­

sistently insisted that only American citizens oould attain 

membership status, provided that the applicant accepted the 

"leadership principle" and be of Aryan stock, free of any 

Negro or Jewish blood. The Bund primarily sought to attract 

German-Americans, but welcomed what Bundists called all "like 

minded or sympathetic individuals" into the movement.8 

Throughout its short career, the Bund kept a shroud 

of secrecy over the actual number of its members, and in 

later years, even burned records that would indicate what 

the membership was. Estimates by journalists and government 

officials varied, depending on what each was trying to ac­

complish by releasing those figures. Saauel Dickstein, in 

trying to show the extent to which the Bund had infiltrated 

American society, suggestea to the House of Representatives 

in 1937 that the membership was JS0,000 in forty states.9 

In 19J9, the Bund itself clailled a membership of 200 1 000,lO 

while in that same year the F.B.I. reported that the Bund had 

"between 6,600 and 8,JOO members.ull A recent study of Bund 

records indicates that at the peak or its influence, in 1937 

and 19J8, the Bund probably had 8,500 members with 5,000 or 

6,ooo anonymous sympathizers.12 
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SubsidiarY organizations 

One of the subsidiary organizations of the Bund in which 

Kilmfend9s Deutschtum found its greatest expression was the 

Ord,nungs Dienst {Order Service), or o.n. It served as the 

haven for the most dedicated and fanatical fighters in the 

moTement. Fully uniformed with brown or steel-gray shirts, 

black caps, ties, trousers and shoes and armbands, the o.n. 
men mimicked storm troopers in Nazi Germany. The o.n. en­

gaged in military drill exercises, including rifle practice, 

and marched and paraded at Bund gatherings where they acted 

as guards and flag bearers. The Bund had hoped to draw its 

future leadership from the ranks of this branch of the organi­

zation and thus specified highly disciplined and rigorously 

trained men. The O.D. man understood that in order to fully 

live up to the ideals set for hi.II, his personal life came 

second to his obligations and sacrifices to the Bund. Even 

at the cost of his life, he was expected to defend his leaders 

and the Bund against internal and external acts of sedition, 

and guarantee that the Bund would continue to prevail as the 

uncompromising foe of Jewish Marxism. Above all, the o.n. 
member must be prepared to defend the storm troop flag with 

his life and view the rank of flag-bearer as the highest pos­

sible honor that he could attain. 13 

Various organizations, suoh as the American Jewish Con­

gress, the Nan-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, and the Joint 

Boycott Council had, since 1933, been conducting a fairly 
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successful boycott campaign which called for the boycott of 

all German goods imported into the United States after 1933· 

To combat this effort, the Bund organized the DKV, Deutsche 

Konsum Verband, often called the German-American Business 

League, which became the Hfighting economic self-protective 

organization of American Germandom.u 

The German business world needs the 
great masses of the American Germans 
in order to survive in the fight 
for existmice l§JJil, set against 
the Jewish underselling manipulations. 
It should be a matter of honor for 
every person or German blood.: and a 
matter of duty for every member of 
the Bund to buy only in D.K.V. stores.14 

D.K.v. slogans indicate the prillary concern of the organiza-

tions 11 Patronize Gentile Stores Qnly, 11 "Buy German," "Aryan 

Buying Pays Aryan Men." Ult1.mately, it was the aim of the 

D.K.V. to promote trade between the United States and Germany 

and increase the sale of German-made products in America. To 

accomplish this, the organization engage~.in an aetive pub­

licity campaign. D.K.V. buttons were given out, lists were 

published of firms which s7JD,pathized with Roosevelt and the 

Jewsi it issued guides listing businesses which joined the 

organization and offered discounts and trading stamps to 

customers. In October, 19J8, the D.K.v. announced a Christ­

mas fair to be held at the Grand Central Palace in New York. 

As a preview, an evening of entertainment and dancing would 

take place at Schwaben Hall in New York on November 10, 

19)8.15 As with most Bund organizations and activities there 

is no way of knowing whether the D.K.v. was successful in its 

aim to create a German buying public in the United States. 



-34-

It is known that the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League considered 

the D.K.v. enough of a threat to intensify its boycott campaign. 

A great deal of the Bund•s energy was expended defending 

itself against an attack of Samuel Untermeyer and the Non­

sectarian Anti-Nazi League, of which he was president. This 

League was the primary sponsor of the boycott or German goods. 

At its 1938 national convention in New York City. the League 

adopted a strong resolution calling for a total boycotts 

WHEREAS the tyrannical government of Nazi 
Germany has during the past five years 
followed a policy that threatens the de­
struct ion of world democracy; 

WHEREAS that same policy is f inan~ially 
supported by the protits of foreign trade, 
and 

WHEREAS portions or these profits are 
being returned to the United States to 
support the activities or Nazi propa­
gandists and Nazi military camps.~and 

WHEREAS it has been proven throughout 
history that the economic boycott is 
stronger than armies, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this 
convention, as representatiYes or the 
membership of the Non-Sectarian Anti­
Nazi League to Champion Human Rights. 
reaffirms its position in placing a 
boycott upon all goods ill.ported to the 
United States gr America trom the 
German Reich.l 

The Bund editors referred to Untermeyer as "the Jew General 

who commanded the non~ryan and Anti-American League to 

Champion Jewish Business." His actiY1ties were un-Amer1can 

and the boycott was designed to impair the peaceful relations 

between two great nations and to offend Germans everywhere.17 

The Bund insisted that the boycotters• persecution of law-
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abiding German-Americans had failed, and that their illegal 

activities produced results directly opposed to what they had 

hoped for. The Jewish boyoott only served to arouse German 

resentment and created an anti-Semitic situation in Germany. 

Any Jewish reports of success 1n the boycott attempt were 

lies because there was, said the Bund, an increase in tourist 

trade to Germany and in the new Germany's ability to capture 

new export outlets in Europe. In the end, the result of 

the boycott would be that a "spiteful minority" hindered 

American economic recovery, poisoned the atmosphere between 

two peace-loving nations, and created domestic turmoil by 

illegal picketing and restraints on trade. 18 

As part of its boycott attempt, the Non-Sectarian Anti-

Nazi League asked its supporters to purchase a stamp and 

affix it to letters and packages. On January 15, 1937, 

Fritz Kuhn wrote to James Farley, Postmaster 

General, demanding government action to stop 

the use of these stampsa 

Your attention is respectfully called 
to a crying abuse or the mailing privi­
lege by a sticker on enTelopes going 
through the United states mails •••• 

Inasmuch as our government maintains 
friendly diplomatic relations with the 
government of Germany of which Hitler is 
the chosen head and no ground for serious 
misunderstandings exists between the two 
countries and the vast majority of the 
American people ••• 1s not concerned with 
the grievances of a minority group of 
our citizens ••• which presumes to utilize 
the mail service of our country for the 
purpose of inflaming groundless passions 
and hatred against the country of our 
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ancestors and relatives ... , we protest 
strenuously and respectfully demand that 
your Department prohibit the practice 
of affixing stickers offensive to a 
large element of the tax-paying public 
to envelopes going through the United 
States mails.19 

It is not known what Farley's response to Kuhn was, if there 

was a response, but it can be guessed that Farley indicated 

that no law was being broken by the use of the stickers be-

cause their use continued. 

An interesting sidelight to this affair was an exchange 

between Kuhn and Congressman Dickstein. A copy of the letter 

to Postmaster General Farley was sent by Kuhn to Dickstein 

with a note suggesting that the Congressman might do better 

to investigate "these [Ehe use of the sticker.~.7 un-American 

activities, than those with which you are wasting your time 

now. 11 20 Dickstein saw fit to answer Kuhn, and did so in a 

letter dated January 22, 1937· In it, Dickstein suggested 

that since Kuhn had seen fit to call attention to some 

"offensive" .Litalics, Dickstein'.§7' stickers, he would use 

the opportunity of the letter to set Kuhn straight on what 

could be considered the offensive actions of Germany. In 

a closing paragraph, Dickstein saids 

We do not find it necessary to do away 
with the process of democratic govern­
ment in order to achieve stability at 
home and respect abroad ...• If you are 
seeking to investigate un-American 
activities, I can only refer to your 
home compatriots who may wish to establish 
in this territory that same ruthless 
persecution which has been the order of 
the day in Hitler's Germany.21 

On January 25, 1937, Kuhn wrote to Dickstein, stating that 
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I am speaking to you not as Mr. Dickstein, 
who being a Russian, naturally has the 
interests of Communistic Russia at heart, 
but as Mr. Dickstein, the representative 
of the American people in Congress. I 
refer to the present boycott being practiced 
in the United States, the principles of 
which are unconstitutional. An investi­
gation concerning itaelf with this critical 
situation,

2
2t seems to me, is far more 

important. 

The 11Deutscher Weckruf 11 

The Deutscher Weckruf played an important role in 

Kampsfendes Deutschtum. Bundists called the paper "our 

battle press, 11 arrayed against all subversive movements. 

The Bund claimed that, while sympathising with Germany and 

the Nazi leadership, the paper itself had no relat1onsnip 

with the German government. Later evidence indicated that 

the German goverrunent helped subsidize the newspaper by 

advertising German railroad and steamship companies in 

amounts that rose to as much as taoo.oo a month. 23 

The Bund editors insisted that their paper's policy 

represented the views of nine-tenths or all German-Americans 

who had no other voice in the American press. In June, 1936, 

the national Deutscher Weckruf, published in New York, was 

supplemented by three other papers1 the Chicago Deutscher 

WeCkrUf und Beobachter, Philadelphia Weckruf und Beobachter, 

and the California Deutscher Weck;ruf und Beobachter. These 

papers were almost identical with the New York publication, 

containing the same news and propaganda, but carrying adver­

tisements that varied with the region. The annual subscription 

rate was $J.OO, and the combined circulation reached 10,000 
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copies in the summer of 1938· This effort to win new sub­

scribers was supplemented bJ advertisements within the Deuts­

cher Weclg;'uf itself. According to the editors, the paper 

belonged in every German home; the German movement 1n the 

United States would rise or fall depending on the fortune of 

the Bund newspaper. In an effort to widen 1ts reading audience. 

an English section was added 1n mid-1937.24 

Youth and Cpp1ng 

One of the most 1aportant--and most eontrovers1al-­

divis1ona of the Bund was the youth group. In the early 

years of the Bund's existence, when its membership was in-

creasing, it was assumed that the organization was destined 

to become a permanent fixture 1n .American life. It was 

realized, however, that new recruits would not come from Ger-

many, but would have to come from within the ranks of the 

Bund itself. For the Bund leadership, the organizatiods 

future salvation depended upon its ability to win young adher­

ents from. the German-American community, and it was with this 

goal in mind that considerable time and attention was devoted 

to the youth. 

The members- or the Youth Division were considered to be 

a most important link in the Bund's program·.of Kampfendes 

Deutschtum. Theodore Dinkelacker, National Youth Director, 

wrote of a dedicated Bund youth eager tor coabat and service 

to further the goals of American Germandom. 

We must introduce new strength, ready to 
bear arms and. be eourageous--and this is 
our youth. our youth is proud. They 
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are proud of being members of the only 
f 1ght1ng organization in German America 
and they will always look dcnrn with 
scorn upon those who are afraid of battle 
•••• Oar youth loves battle. Usually they 
are the sons and daughters of old warriors. 
They will see to it that the fighting sp1rit25 of the German American Volksbund never dies. 

The Bund Youth Division made no secret or the fact that 

it was modeled after the Hitler Youth, with all its trappings 

of Nazism and political indoctrination. Members were re­

quired to take lessons in Ge:rman and received instructions 

on how to salute the Swastika correctly and learned to sing 

the "Horst Wessel Song" and other Nazi favorites. They wore 

uniforms which had on it the lightning bolt insignia repre­

senting the ability of Nordic youth to overcome all evil, and 

often during parades at the Bund camps, the boys carried the 

short dagger at the hip. They became familiar with the life 

histories of Nazi heroes and listened to Hitler's speeches 

by way of the short-wave radio. 

The Youth D1v1•1on published a monthly aagazine called 

Jpngesvolk, beginning in 1937• This publication, which was 

erratic in its publication schedule, carried photographs of 

Bund youth groups, stories of German heroes, correspondence 

between its members and their "pen pals" in Germany, and 

essays on teenage hobble• and sporting activities. Junges­

~ was directed to all members of the Bund Youth Division 

between the ages of eight and eighteen. Generally, the 

Division was subdivided into two age groupsa boys and girls 

from eight to thirteen, and teenagers between fourteen and 

eighteen. At eighteen, the boys were eligible for membership 
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in the O.D., and girls in the Women's Division. Either sex 

could also join the main organization of the Bund. In 1937, 

local units having youth groups were• Hudson County and 

Newark, New Jerseys Astoria, Brooklyn, Bronx, Buffalo, Ja­

maica, Manhattan, Nassau City, Schenectady, South Brooklyn, 

Westchester County and Yonkers, New Yorks Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. Youth Groups in the mid-western department 

included Detroit, Michigans Chicago, Illinois1 Milwaukee, 

Wisconsins and in the western department, Los Angeles, 

California.26 

The camps owned by the Bund became an important part 

of the organization's youth program. The first camp was 

Willie and Macht Camp in Griggstown, New Jersey, organized. 

in 1935 by the "Friends of Hew Germany. 1127 According to 

Congressman Dickstein, the Bund eTentually founded twenty­

four camps, even though he could name only eleven or thema 

Camp Heindberg in Wisconsin; Camp Deutschorst in New Croyden, 

PennsylTania; Camp Nordland at Andover, New Jerseys Willie 

und Macht, Griggstown, New Jersey: Camp Siegfried, at Yap­

hank, Long Islands camp Von Steuben, Southbury, Connecticut1 

Camp Windhaus, Greene County, New York; Camp Effdende, De­

troit, Michigan1 Camp Deutsche Centrale Farm., Cle•eland, 

Ohio; Camp Sutter, Los Angeles, Californiar Camp Golding, 

Oakland, California. In addition, Dickstein lists the follow­

ing cities where camps were located, though he did not know 

their namesa Spokane, Washington1 Seattle, Washingtonr San 

Diego, California; Buffalo, New York; Schenectady, New Yorkr 

Dayton, Ohios Sheboygen, Wisconsin; South Bend., Indiana; 
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Milwaukee, Wisoonsin1 New orleans, Louisiana; Houston, 

Texas; Miami, Florida1 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.28 

Most of the camps had mod.est facilities with at least 

one permanent building which was used as a meeting place 

for Bund members on weekends, as well as for youth quarters 

in the sWlll!ler. The above un-named sites usually had no per­

manent facilities. The two largest and most important camps 

were operated through subsidiary organizationsa Camp Sieg­

fried, located at Yaphank:, Long Island, which was operated 

by the German-American Settlement Leaguea and the German­

.American Auxiliary held the title to Camp Nordland at Andover, 

New Jersey. Fritz Kuhn headed both organizations. Each of 

these two camps had a restaurant, a meeting hall, parade and 

sports grounds, streets named after Nazi leaders, swimming 

facilities, bungalows often with Swastikas embedded in the 

masonry, and tents or cabins for youths attending summer 

camps.29 

The Bund advertised Camps Siegfried and Nordland as 

retreats where German-Americans would meet to find fellow­

ship among "like-minded people," participate in health­

restoring recreation, and enjoy good food and beverage at 

nominal prices. Admission to the camp grounds was ten cents; 

meals cost thirty-five cents and up; overnight accomodations 

were seventy-rive cents. In general, the Bund leadership 

wrote in mystical terms about the rejuvenating experience 

people would gain by removing themselves from everyda1 

political and economic insecurities to the camps.JO 

Though the camps were described as a "life giving source 



-42-

of new energies 11 for German-Americans, the Bund leadership 

also thought of the camps in more concrete termsa they were 

designated as pieces of German soil in America where the in­

culcation of National Socialism into German-Americans was the 

primary goal. All German-Americans must help develop the 

camps into model German settlements which would breathe the 

spirit of the new Germany and stand as centers of German­

American politics.31 

Though the camps were intended for the use of all Bund 

members, special attention was giTen to the youth. In the 

summer of 1937 an advertisement appeared in the Deutscher 

Weckruf announcing the Jul7 5th re-opening of Camps Siegfried 

and Nordland. Boys and girls of "Gel'llan parentage" eight yes.rs 

old and up were invited to attend, but if the7 were not mem­

bers of the Youth Division they were obligated to join. The 

weekly rate was $5.00, a rate kept "as low as possible to 

enable the poorer children as well to enjoy a camp stay while 

given food and lodging." The children were to be divided 

into "four absolutely independent self-governing camps"• 

boys• camp for boys fourteen years old and ups boys• camp for 

boys ranging in age from eight to fourteen -years; girls' camp 

for girls fourteen years olds girls' camp for girls between 

eight and fourteen years.32 

The typical day at camp was described in various 

Deutscher Weckruf stories. The bugle call awoke the children 

at 6130 A.M. The teaching of German language, principles of 

National Socialism, along with swimming, hiking and physical 

exercises occupied most of the day. Before each meal, youth 
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groups gathered around the camp flagpole to salute the Bund 

and American flags. At night they formed circles around 

campfires to listen to short wave broadcasts fro~ Germany, 

sing Hitler youth songs and relate the life stories of Nazi 

leaders.JJ Congressman Dickstein announced that he had 

definite proof that the boys and girls were trained according 

to Nazi principles and that they appeared regularly in Nazi 

uniforms.34 Said Dioksteina "ask one of these boys where 

they were born and they will tell yous 1 ! was born in America, 

but I'm a German and I take orders from the Fuehrer. 111 35 

Rallies and Conventions 

One of the most effective ways the Bund had for demon­

strating J{ampfendes Deutsohtum was the mass rally, usually 

held in New York City. On the national level, an average of 

three to four rallies a week were held in 1937, with atten­

dance varying between fifty and five thousand people. These 

rallies were us .. lly noisy, belliger.ent and joyous affairs. 

They included marching bands, fascist salutes, swastikas, 

stamping feet, rousing applause, thunderous "Sieg Heils" and 

the singing of Nazi songs. Speakers harangued their audiences 

about Jews and communists, anti-Nazi critics and the need for 

a united front to save Germandom and America.36 

Every year a national convention was held to bring the 

members of the Bund together, review policy, prepare new pro­

grams and elect a national leader. As the conventions drew 

near, local units were urged to hold a special meeting to 

elect delegates. one delegate per fifty members was to be 
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sent, with the local unit to bear the cost of travel. The 

convention of 19)8 was typical, and it came at a time when 

the Bund had reached its peak in membership. The sessions 

were held at the New York Turnhall and at Camp Nordland. At 

the meetings various resolutions were adopted that are indic­

ative of Bund ideology. KUhn announced that a nine-point 

program was to be adopted. The Bund, he said, stands for the 

Constitution, the flag, and the lofty ideals of the United 

States "first and foremost." 'fhe Bund, according to the 

Bundesfuehrer, demanded 11 a socially just, white, gentile-

ruled United States and gentile-controlled American labor 

unions free of Jewish/Moscow•directed domination." The organi­

zation demanded that no Jews should hold "positions of im-

portance" in government, national defense forces and education-

al institutions, and would seek a "thorough cleaning of our 

most important medium of prop&8&11da and entertainment, the 

Hollywood film. industry." In addition, the program called 

for severance of diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia, the 

outlawing of the Communist Party 1n the United States, the 

prosecution of all known COJ1munists 11 for high treason. 11 37 

At the final convention se•sion a resolution was adopted 

to petition Congress to take aotion against "an increase or 

Jewish control over .American courts, 11 charging that dis­

crimination against Christians 1n favor or Jews had been 

exercised in the courts. The resolution saids 

In order to return to the principles which 
animated the framers ot our Constitution, 
none but true white Gentile Americans, 
incorruptible, free from allegiance to any 
international organizations, or nation, 
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should be elected as public officials. 
This particularly applies to Federal and 
state judges ••• and even men and women 
chosen for jury duty. 

No hardships from such a measure will 
accrue the Jewish population of the United 
States, which exceeds 5,000,000, as Jewry 
has established in America an international 
government of its own, with its "Beth Dins," 
or courts of law, affording sufficient 
scope to Jewish lawyers and judges of Asiatic 
blood and psychology, for the exercise of 
the legal profession among their own people •••• 

In order to eliminate such corruption, intimidation, 
and persecution, and most especially to maintain 
the public peace, we, the undersigned, do respect­
fully petition the Congress of the United States 
that there be enacted an amendment to the Con­
stitution that none but white gentiles be elected 
or appointed to the municipal, state or F~deral 
judiciary, or to any legislative office.3 

Press releases following the convention pointed to the 

Bund 1 s aims for the coming years •OUrs will be the victory 

when our proud battle cry·sounds offensively and defensively 

over the lands 'Free .Americat•u Free .America meant Americans 

free from Jewish guardianship, tree from Jewish incitement, 

free from Jewish domination in all areas of public life. uour 

distinct watchword is1 •we are an American organization and 

nothing else. As an American organization we took up the 

fight against the Jew in defense of America. Free Ameriea1•n39 



CHAPTER IV 

"JEWS, JEWS EVERYWHERE" 

The German-American Bund lived in its own world, a world 

in which enemies were seen lurking everywhere, a world in 

which conspiracies were being hatched and played out to the 

ultimate destruction of all that was good and right. From 

this strange and forbidding world the Bund brought with it 

visions of a vast Jewish/Bolshevik conspiracy. 

Throughout the pages of the Deutscher jeckrUf, one finds 

statements asserting that Communism was the primary target of 

the Bund. This attack was intended to combat Communism wher­

ever it was to be found--froa the Soviet Union, to an alleged 

Communist teacher in the New York City Public School system. 

As in Germany, the Bund's alllost irrat1onal drive to elimi• 

nate all traces of Communism masked a virulent anti-Semitism. 

The two themes--Communism and anti-Semitism-- went hand in 

hand, and a fight against Jewish Bolshevism became the supreme 

battle of the German-American Bund, a struggle which seemed 

to become more vicious as the years passed. 

The Bund seemed to thrive on the evil plot. The Spanish 

Civil War became a Bolshevik invasion which was only part of 

an international conspiracy. To carry out their plans, the 

Jewish Bolsheviks had set up a secret communications network 

which was necessary to carry out frightful activities of 

-46-
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espionage, munitions manufacturing, narcotic smuggling and 

interference in international politics. A "sinister oode" 

was taught to selected individuals which enabled them to 

wield enormous powersa 

••• the International Illuminati Net carries 
on a continuous world-wide grape vine of 
coded articles 1n the press •••• The eode­
oarrying articles are readily recognized 
by the initiated but convey nothing to 
the average reader •••• so powerful ••• has 
this group become through this hidden 
means of communication that the7 challenge 
whole governments.I 

Special attention was giTen by the Bund editors to the 

great strides Hitler had made in eradicating the Jewish 

and Communist menace in Germany. Pages of the Deutscher 

WeckrUf were filled with denuae1ations expressing an irra­

tional loathing for Jews and what they had allegedly done to 

Germany, with a special effort made to exaggerate the promi­

nence and influence of Jews in all areas of Germ.an life. 

Therefore, it was claimed that between 1918 and 1933 Jews 

dominated the govern:nent, monopolized the professions, con­

trolled labor unions and subsidized the press and other 

agencies of public opinion formation. This Jewish influence 

explained for the Bund editors the cowardly foreign policies 

of the Weimar Republic as ••11 as the corrupt public morals 

Which had threatened to subTert the German folk culture and 

produced a degenerate art. 2 

For the Bund, the tragedy of post-World War I Germany 

could be explained by pointing to an alien race with an 

oriental ideology which had oTerrun the country and threatened 
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to destroy German culture. But, just when the Jews had almost 

enough to take over everything completely and a Communist revo­

lution was imminent, a fighter--perhaps a messiah--arose from 

the masses. Hitler, in the nick of time, awakened the German 

people and mobilized their strength to cast out the alien over­

lords. He defeated Communism and relegated the Jews to a status 

appropriate to an inferior race.J 

The Bund consistently claimed that it was an American 

organization out to protect Americans from the Jewish-Bol-

shevik conspiracy. Consequently, the Bund magnified the 

Jewish-Communist peril in America to show that Jewish activi­

ties in the United States gave evidence of a world-wide plot. 

Bund editors argued that ph.J'e1cal features alone proved that 

the Jews were involved in this plots 

It is easy to see who the real culprits 
are if one takes a close look at the 
faces of those who are lead1ng4the dis­
turbance •••• They are all Jews. 

To accomplish their goal ot complete dominance of 

.American life, the Jews had gained control over all the 

important power centers of American society by means of a 

slow and subtle process of infiltration which had taken 

several decades to complete. Until the beginning of the 

twentieth century, America contained a homogeneous culture 

based on people of Nordic stock, but suddenly hordes of Jew­

ish immigrants were admitted to the United States under all 

nationalistic labels. once here, these Jews subverted and 

resisted the .American heritage, undermined its Christian 

foundations, and gradually pushed their way into positions of 
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authority-. The United States, the Bund warned, was "being 

ushered into the invisible Kingdom of Judah. 11 5 

In an attempt to illustrate Jewish dominance of .American 

political life, the Bund editors made some charges which, un­

fortunately, were believed-by people grasping for answers as 

to why life was so diffioult in the 1930's. Thus, Bund readers 

were told that if one walked the streets of New York, the 

"Yiddish raging bluster of Jew, La Guardia" could be heard. 

In this case the word 11 Jew11 was a racial epithet designating 

members of the Jewish community. In another sense, "Jew" be­

came a ty-pological epithet designating the enemy-. Thus, the 

Bund leadership pointed out that over 15,000 Jews with visitors• 

permits were running through the streets and "taking the bread 

away from our citizens" because of "that Jew, Roosevelt." 

Thousands of Jews filled important positions in all areas of 

government and had connections with national and international 

crime syndicates. In New York City, especially, the Jews 

maintained their control oTer the political power structure 

by means of gangster rule. Every ·day, the Bund pointed out, 

the city newspapers were filled with horrible accounts of 

Jewish gang warfare, blackmail, suicides and murders.7 

Because of Jewish control over mass media, the United 

States was engulfed in a sea of Communist propaganda. Jewish 

culture was being spread across the land by means of the 

Jewish-controlled motion picture industry. In a front-page 

article, entitled 11Who 1 s Who in Hollywood," the Deutscher 

Weckruf pointed out that there were no more than 250 stars 

who were Hin the big money classtt and of these a good pro-
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portion were Jewish. A list was included in the article of 

actors and actresses who were Jews or married to Jews, giving 

the "real names" of some of America's most famous personalitiess 

Jack Kubelsky, alias Jack Bennys Izzy Iskowitz, alias Eddie 

Cantors Asa Yeleson, alias.Al Jolsons Fannie Borach, alias 

Fannie Brice. Further, the article pointed out, the agency 

business was completely controlled by Jews and that it was 

impossible for a young woman to enter the motion picture in­

dustry except through one of the "Jew Motion Picture Agencies." 

Expressing the common theme of the Jew as pervert, the Bund 

pointed out that Hit is sort of a 'first degree' L.When a 

young woman wanted to get a job in the motion picture in­

dustry and from ;-;hen on, her sex favour is her password. 11 8 

Another article in the same issue of the Deutscher Weckruf 

suggested that the producers, directors, writers and other 

technicians were all Jews and completely controlled the motion 

picture industry.9 And it was not only in the motion picture 

industry that Jews exerted their influence. The American 

entertainment world was, at least for the Bund, crowded with 

Jews whose jazz ballads and popular songs exemplified Marxian 

decadence and debased and corrupted the mind. Jewish writers 

produced propaganda literature which exploited morbid sex 

themes and aimed to undermine and destroy American patriotism.10 

In the imagination of the Bund, the Jew turned up his 

nose at any type of manual labor and devoted his energies to 

winning important positions in the professions. In .America, 

as in Germ.any, the Jews had succeeded in this task and had, 

thereby, demonstrated their characteristic traits an insatiable 
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lust for power accompanied by a demand for total subjection 

from all who stood in their way. The inherited distaste for 

manual labor did not, however, prevent the Jews from forcing 

their will and whims on the labor unions. Indeed, the Jews 

and their oaptiTes 1 like Wi-lliam Green of the American Federa­

tion of Labor, held American working people in a state of 

bondage completely subservient to the wishes of the Red Inter­

nationaL 11 

The pages of the Deutscher Weckruf were full of examples 

of how the Jews had ignored existing laws and moral codes. 

Of course, said the paper, the Bund itself harbored no anti­

semitic feelings, but that it was that organization•& duty 

to direct attention to the "haughty showiness" of Jews and 

their 11brazen attempt to gain control of American institutions." 

Thus, Jews took advantage ot the free schools to hold Commu­

nist meetings in school buildings. They indoctrinated school 

children with "insidious propaganda." Hundreds of Jewish 

business people in New York City defied New York State Sunday 

closing laws. Jews tried to rewrite American history by de­

manding that HaJlD Solomon be elevated to the status of a 

national hero. In addition, the Jews claimed that the Ameri­

can Constitution had Hebrew origins, but everyone knew that 

it actually rested on German foundat1ons. 12 

What amazed the Bund was that Jews 1n America complained 

about "oppressed Jews." After all, said the Bund editors, 

Jewish encroachment into the life and ideals of American 

society could eas11J explain why Jews met with hostilit71 
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culture-destroying Bolshevism. 11 The organization's members 

were called upon to resist the enemy by a show of unity, for 

there were 25 million German-Americans to oppose only four 

million Jews. The Jews, in spite of their small nUJllbers, were 

able to fill important positions because of their superior 

coordination and effort. But now was the time for German­

Americans to act, for a new German unity under the direction 

of the Bund leadership could reverse this trend in time to 

prevent the entire nation from being run by a Jew. The Bund 

urged its membership to create "Christian committees11 for the 

purpose of restricting the "poisonous influence" of Jews in 

American public schools. These committees would demand the 

right to examine all materials used in the schools and to place 

patriotic and moral books in school libraries.15 

The Bund did not feel that it was alone in its fight 

against the threat of Bolshevism. There was admiration ex­

pressed for any 11 patriot1c group" willing to join in the 

fight. Consequently, the Bund le.a..ership requested the organi­

zation• s members to show respect for and give publicity to 

other like-minded organizations. Literature was displayed at 

Bund meetings and advertised in the Deutscher Wec:kruf. The 

advertisements were for such publications as Pelle1•s Weekly, 

The Am.erican Gentile, Nation and Bace, The Awakener, The Vigi­

lante, The Revealer, and Tb• Defender. Henry Ford's The Dear­

born Independent, which wrote "revealing stories about the 

Jews" received a special Bund blessing. It was the Bund 1 s 

feeling that such literature represented an honest reaction to 
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Jewish control over the American media and proved that, at 

last, American Aryans were awakening to the ever-present threat 

of the Jewish eonspiracy.16 

As the American public grew increasingly aware of the 

activities of these anti-Semitic groups there was a growing 

desire to move against them. When one of these organizations 

received what the Bund felt was an unjust criticism or faced 

legal difficulties, the organization rallied to support the 

oppressed anti-Semite. On June 11, 1936, Mayor Fiorello La 

Guardia of New York, acting as Chief Magistrate, filed suit 

against Robert Edward Edmondson, Director of the Edmondson 

Economic Service,17 for libel against the Jewish people. The 

indictments accused him of criminal libels on the Jewish re­

ligion, Dean Virginia Gildersleeve of Barnard College, and 

Miss Francis Perkins, Secretary of Labor. The Bund and the 

Nazi Ministry of Propaganda came to Edmondson 1 s defense. An 

appeal was published in Welt•D1enst, a German newspaper sub­

sidized by the German Ministry of Propaganda, to Germans in 

the Third Reich to help finance the defense of Mr. Ed.Dlondson. 18 

The German-American Bund gave the Edmondson indictment front 

page coverage in the Deutscher Wec:kruf, held Edmondson defense 

rallies and published pleas of support from Edmondson•s wife. 

In the e7es of the Bund, Edmondson had become a "martyr of 

freedom against Jewish tyranny. 1119 

The national political campaign in 1936 afforded the 

Bund a golden opportunity to lash out against what it saw to 

be Jewish domination of American political life. Bund articles 

suggested that the Jews of America really did not want to see 



-55-

Franklin Roosevelt elected, but would work for his re-election 

with the hope that they would be given another four years to 

promote the future candidacy of a fellow Jew, Governor Lehman 

of New York. Other articles concentrated on F.D.R. 1 s alleged 

anti-German attitude, asserting that an anti•German bias was 

an inherent feature of the Democratic Party.20 

In the fall of 1936 the Bund launched one of its most 

vicious anti-Semitic campaigns, a campaign that, at times, be• 

came no more than obscene ravings. Some of the Bund charges 

were so ridiculous as to defy logics since Communists agi• 

tated the race question, a Roosevelt victory would mean that 

every Negro male would have a white woman and America would 

soon become a Black republic with a Negro president.21 The 

Bund greatly exaggerated the strength of the American Communist 

Party and insisted that it had grown tremandously under the 

Roosevelt Administration. Along with their allies in the 

American labor movement, the COllJlunists actively campaigned 

for Roosevelt because they knew that under his administra-

tion a Communist take•over or America would not be stopped. 

The personal attacks against Roosevelt in the pages of 

the Deutscher Weckruf contained the charge that his New Deal 

policies had brought America to the point of revolution. In 

four years Roosevelt had done nothing af a positive nature to 

alleviate revolutionary discontent. Occasionally the Bund 

would suggest the makings or a plot and charged that Roose­

velt's own background had prevented him from dealing 

effectively with the depression while the Communists duped 

him into promoting catastrophic policies. F.D.R. eared little 
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for the.poor, but rather was a fanatical r1ch man who had 

never known hunger or worked 1n h1s 11fe. How could such a 

man, the Bund asked, be sens1t1ve to the needs or the needy? 

In 1ts hate campaign the Bund drew attention to the many 

Jews who supported RooseTelt's b1d for re-election. Th1s 

apparently offered proof of Roosevelt's t1es w1th powerful 

American Jews. These t1es were evident 1n the famous "Bra1n 

Trust, 11 a group of Jews who engaged 1n s1n1ster plotting. 

By such plotting, the American government had become a Jewish 

d1ctatorsh1p, w1th the Star or Dav1d used as the symbol of 

the Roosevelt Adm.1n1strat1on. In one 1ssue of the Deutscher 

Weckruf, the Bund diagrammed the Roosevelt Adm1n1strat1on 

by placing nallles of Roosevelt's Jewish or alleged Jewish ad­

visors 1n each section of the s1x-po1nted star. Fel1x Frank­

furter was the "Dictator of the New Deal. 11 He was described 

as very cleverly avo1d1ng any responsible pos1t1on and was 

sat1sf1ed "to place h1s former J>UP1ls, who are mostly Jews, 

1n important pos1t1ons." H1s appointees became a small army 

ready to serve h1m. Lou1s Brandeis was "the father of the 

New Deal. 11 Bernard Baruch, or "Barney, 11 was "the American 

Rathenau who held the post of unoff1c1al president." He 

exercised vast power by h1s personal control of the stock ex­

change. The Secretary of the Treasury, Henry Morgenthau, was 

"an 1nternat1onal banker," 1n whose hands rested the future 

of the dollar. Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor, a "half­

Jewess, 11 supported Commun1st-1nsp1red strikes of the entire 

American labor movement. Clearly, then, the New Deal was "a 

Jew Deal" and the1r only hope was that the American people 



-57-
would awaken to the danger in time.22 

For members of the Bund the logical question became, if 

Roosevelt is the enemy of German-Americans, who should we vote 

for? Consequently, the October 15, 1936, issue of the Deut§­

cher WeckrUf contained a statement by Fritz Kuhn announcing 

that the German-American Bund supported Alf Landon in his bid 

for the Presidency. For the Bund leadership, Kuhn's endorse­

ment meant that, for the first time in American history, the 

entire German-American community would be voting as a solid, 

united bloc for a :president·ial candidate. Of course, making 

such a statement and having it come true are not the same 

thing. Consequently, the Bund conducted an active drive to 

swing the German•American vote to Landon. On October 29, 1936, 

the Bund published a complete list or the national, state, and 

local candidates it endorsed and called on all loyal German­

Americans to vote for those oand1dates. In a Bund CoDlllland, 

Kuhn explained why the Bund favored Landon. His explanation 

was a strange one, in that it was a mixture of .liberalism and 

right•wing bigotry. He implied that the election of Landon 

would not overturn the social and political accomplishments 

of the New Deal because victory would be by such a small mar­

gin that the opposition would possess enough strength to pre­

vent a major revision. The Bund stated its reasons for 

favoring Mr. Landoni 

There are two reasons which led us to 
faYor election of Landon. one, with a 
Landon victory a sharper fight against 
communism ••• might be expected. It can· 
be counted on, and Iandon has stated 
such in his speeches, that the Russian 
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influence will be fought. Second, the 
election of Landon is recommended from 
a Germ.an standpoint because it can 
absolutely be assumed that under his 
administration more favorable commercial 
relations with Germany would be effected.23 

In spite of the Bund•s best efforts, Roosevelt won a 

resounding victory in November of 1936. The Bund immediately 

cried foul, claiming that Roosevelt had the largest campaign 

fund in American history and had given $5 billion to the people 

as a bribe. His recognition of Russia had gained him the sup­

port of millions of radicals. The real cause of Landon's 

defeat, however, was due to the fact that millions of Republi-

cans had bowed to the merciless pressure of the American-Jewish 

community. 24 

Already convinced of Roosevelt's unworthiness as Presi-

dent, the Bund predicted utter destruction of the American 

system during Roosevelt's second term. The government would 

be taken out of the hands of the people. The only recourse 

was for direct steps to be taken to save the country which 

could be done by purging America of undesirable elements. But, 

the Bund saw little chance for this, claiming that Roosevelt's 

victory was a mandate for dictatorship and that Communist 

plans for America were closer to fulfillment than most Ameri­

cans realized. A brief look at the American scene would eon-

vince anyone that this was trues rebellious dockWorkers were 

paralyzing American trade. COlllDtunist leaders were seen carry­

ing weapons. The election itself had been fought along class 

lines, and the wo~ers exalted by the Roosevelt victory could 

be expected to make harsher demands of their employers. 
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As the Bund leaders looked at America of 19)6, there 

was little for them to be happy about. But they did not 

despair, for there was much to be done. The victory of 

Roosevelt and his "Jew Deal" became the basis for a battle 

ery--a cry calling the members of the German-American Bund 

to war against the "vermin" who had gained control of Ameri­

can life. The battle would be rough, but it could be won. 



CHAPTER V 

"WE WILL WIN EVERY FIGHT" 

The year 1937 was an important one for the Bund, for it 

gave the organization the opportunity to demonstrate that it 

was Kampfendes Deutschtum, Fighting Germandom. The battles 

beginning that year were the result of a series of attacks 

and investigations by private, state and federal agencies. 

In 1937 anti-Nazi feelings began to grow on the part of the 

American people. Many anti-Nazi organizations already ex­

isted, but in that year a number of organizations in the 

American labor, religious, intellectual and business communi­

ties issued anti-Nazi declarations. Congressmen, such as 

Samuel Dickstein, and other government officials spoke of 

the menace of the Third Reich. The Bund viewed any attack 

on Germany or Hitler as an attack on all German-Americans, 

and the organization began to strike back. 

One of the first battles fought by the Bund was with 

American labor. Labor leaders such as William Green of the 

American Federation of Labor, and John L. Lewis of the Congress 

of Industrial organizations were consistently hostile toward 

National Socialism and continually denounced Hitler's govern­

ment. The Bund singled out both Green and Lewis as objects 

of attack. Both men had become, the Bund asserted, puppets 

of the Jews. Their concern, said the Bund, for oppressed 
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laborers in Germany lacked sincerity and displayed ignorance 

because workers under National socialism enjoyed good wages, 

steady employment, and time to pursue creative leisure-time 

activities. InTariably the Bund saw in American labor policies 

a plot to Sovietize America. Thus, sit-down strikes conducted 

by Michigan auto workers 1n 19)7 constituted a struggle be­

tween Moscow agents and law-abiding authorities. American 

workers, said the Bund, had been duped by John L. Lewis and 

his Jewish-Collllunist friends into engaging in such acts of re­

volt. The c.r.o. stood as a gigantic organized fraud which 

not only claimed victories when strikes failed and stole funds 

from the membership, but also taught workers subversive doc­

trines and tactics. The Bund expressed alarm at the hands-off 

policy adopted by government officials. In the eyes of the 

Bund, President Roosevelt, Secretary or Labor Perkins and 

Governor Frank Murphy of Michigan had expressed support for 

the striking workers against General Motors, the force repre­

senting law and order. The Bund leaders warned that unless 

the government moved quickly to restore order, control of the 

situation would be lost and a COJIJllunist dictatorship would 

replace the government or the United States.l 

American newspapers also came under attack by the Bund. 

The American press was becoming increasingly more critical 

of Hitler and Nazi Germany. The Bund, of course, did not 

like this trend and charged that American newspapers were 

falsifying news and permitting anti-German prejudice to pene­

trate their columns. The Bund accused the press of being mis­

informed and deliberately provocative by· making tiny flaws or 
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innocent gestures appear ridiculous and malicious. Attacks 

were directed especially against specific newspapers. The 

New York Telegram printed "filth and decaying word garbage." 

It was a "hate sheet masquerading as a newspaper," and used 

every trick to sell newspapers. The New York Herald Tribune 

published hate stories about Germany and glowing accounts of 

events in Communist Russia. The New York Tim.es was a British 

newspaper which championed Russian interests and interpreted 

events in Europe through the eyes of British left-wing journa­

lists. Westbrook Pegler of the New York World Telegram was, 

to the Bund editors, "petty" or a 11 tittlebat titmouse" who, 

in moments of hysteria did "dirty work" for the Non-sectarian 

Anti-Nazi League. Dorothy Thompson of the New York Herald 

Tribune was accused of having an •anti-Nazi obsession." These 

and other American journalists, the Bund maintained, poisoned 

American minds by writing "news accounts which reeked with 

Germano-phobic hatred. 11 2 

As various government officials, whether local, state or 

national, began actively to criticize Hitler or Nazi Germany, 

the Bund took the offensive. On March 3, 1937, Mayor Fiorello 

LaGuardia of New York City spoke before the Women's Division 

of the American Jewish Congress. He suggested that a bust of 

Hitler would be appropriate in the chamber of horrors at the 

coming New York World's Fair.J The Bund had on several occa­

sions expressed a dislike tor the Mayor because of his nationa­

lity and sympathy for the movement to boycott German goods.4 

LaGuardia's statement of March 3 produced an immediate response 

from the Bund leadership. Kuhn sent telegrams protesting the 
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Mayor's statement to President Roosevelt, Secretary of State 

Hull and Mayor LaGuardia. In New York City the Bund staged 

mass rallies at which speakers expressed strong anti-La.Guardia 

views. He was labeled a "ghetto born municipal executive," 

a "half Jewish lout" who showed his lowly origins by insulting 

a great leader of a nation that enjoyed peaceful relations 

with the United States. In the pages of the Deutscher Weck­

ruf, the Bund editors continued the attack. La.Guardia was 

characterized as a parasite, something subhuman. a represen­

tative of a racially inferior people. The Bund suggested 

that the Ta1lJlud rather than a bust of Hitler should be dis­

played in a chamber of horrors as a symbol of the "awful and 

fearful machinations of the international Jewish conspiracy." 

Secretary of State Hull sent a telegram to the German 

government expressing his regrets for La.Guardia's statement. 

At the same time, he stated that the American government might 

regret the statements of local officials, but it could not 

interfere in municipal affairs and would do nothing to in­

fringe on the rights of free speech.5 On March 8 the Bund 

published a resolution condemning La.Guardia for creating 

"racial animosities," embarrassing the United States by 

shamefully insulting Hitler. and causing losses of aillions 

of dollars to Americans by supporting an illegal boycott of 

German goods. The resolution concluded that such un-American 

activities helped increase anti-Semitic sentiment among the 

people of New York.6 

One of the first organizations which succeeded in bring­

ing Fritz Kuhn and the Bund to court was the German-American 
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League for Culture. The stated purpose of the League was to 

"preserve the cultural achievements of German art, science, 

music and literature; to support all efforts to re-establish 

freedom and culture to the German people; to combat subversive 

Nazi propaganda in the United States. 11 ? The League's first 

legal action against the Bund was a charge made by Julius 

Hochfelder, the League's legal counsel, that the Bund violated 

New York State law which required membership organizations 

engaged in business to file statements of purpose with the New 

York Secretary of State. Since the Bund published a news­

paper whieh could be considered a business, Hochfelder charged 

that it had not filed the required declaration of purpose. 

As the stated leader of the organization, Kuhn was hailed into 

court. Kuhn accepted the summons presented to him, but denied 

that his organization had any connection with Germany, claimed 

that its essential purpose was to fight Communism in America 

and insisted that the Bund and its paper was on a sound legal 

footing. After six postponements the case against Kuhn was 

dismissed. The judge argued that the Bundesfuehrer•s name 

appeared in the paper to indicate that he held the responsi­

bility for its entire content. This offered proof that the 

Deutscher Weckruf was not being sold under false pretenses.8 

Hochfelder and his German American League for Culture 

did not give up. In March, 193?, Hochfelder sought to have 

Kuhn's citizenship revoked on the ground that his naturali­

zation was fraudulent in that he took the oath of allegiance 

in December, 1934, with "a mental reservation," and had since 

been serving the German Government. The case went to court 
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and was dismissed with the argument that only the government 

and not a private citizen could contest the citizenship of an 

individual.9 

In January. 1937, Representative Samuel Dickstein spoke 

before the House and protested against the un-American 

activities of the Bund and other pro-Nazi organizations. He 

said to the Houses "It seems we are just sitting back and, 

in the terms of the street, taking it on the chin.ulO He 

called for the appointment of a committee to investigate such 

activity. House Resolution 88 was introduced by the Congress­

man, calling for "a well conducted investigation ,Llihich.7 will 

expose all those nefarious groups and throw the searchlight 

on all subversive groups."ll Dickstein claimed that the Bund 

had 100,000 members, all in uniform, directed and dictated to 

by a foreign governm.ent.12 

As a Russian Jew who had immigrated to the United States 

around the turn of the century, Dickstein•s religion and for­

mer nationality seemingly offered to the Bund a concrete ex­

ample of an international Jewish-Colllllunist conspiracy. Perhaps 

the Bund had come to believe its own propaganda concerning the 

Jews and saw Dickstein, the Jew, as a real enemy. One senses 

in the Bund's attacks on Dickstein a genuine fear of the now­

real Jewish enemy. The Bund editors pictured the Congressman 

as a mentally deranged individual, suffering from a Nazi per­

secution complex, or "Hitleritis." This meant that he alleg­

edly had hallucinations or visions or imagined Nazi conspira­

cies which had no existence in reality.13 

On February 11, 19)7, the Deutscher WeckrUf published an 
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exchange of letters that had been written concerning the 

attempt to prevent the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League from. 

using special stamps on letters.14 In his letter to Kuhn, 

Dickstein reminded the Bundesfuehrer that in 1933 both 

Roosevelt and Hitler took office. Both found their re­

spective countries suffering from unemployment, lack of 

business activities and a general depression. Hitler saw 

fit to suppress freedom of speech, freedom of the press, free-

dom of public assembly and the right of the German people to 

govern themselves. Roosevelt, on the other hand, stated in 

his inaugural address that "democratic government has the 

innate capacity to protect its people against disasters once 

considered inevitable." The President, said Dickstein, did 

not find it necessary to do away with the process of demo­

cratic government in order to achieve stability at home and 

respect abroad. In his reply, Kuhn referred to Dickstein as 

a Russian Jew who "naturally has the interests of Communistic 

Russia at heart." The editorial accompanying the letters 

called Dickstein the "commissar7-sergeant of the Boycott 

Army and ••• the poll-parrot of the confederated victims of the 

Hitleritis epidemic" and asserted that the "ghetto Congress­

man suffered from constipation of ideas. ~t15 

In March, 1937, Dickstein again called upon the House to 

create an investigative Committee. He told the House Rules 

Committee that 100 foreign spies were at work in the United 

States seeking to 11 forment LWiy a Faacist plot. 11 He charged 

that Fritz Kuhn was the leader of a well-organized Nazi move­

ment and that he had a "20 million fund at his disposal." 
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Dickstein displayed pictures of a secret meeting which he said 

was held in a hall in New York and at which uniformed men gave 

the Nazi salute. In addition, said the Congressman, the Bund 

had purchased Camp Upton on Long Island and would have one 

million people trained there before the end of the year.16 

Kuhn responded to Dickstein 1 s charges by denying them and 

calling for a showdown. He sent a telegram to the Chairman of 

the House Rules Committee, in which he demanded that Congress 

investigate the goals of the Bund. Such an investigation, 

said Kuhn, would clear the air and end Dickstein1 s nonsensical 

charges. As always, the Bund saw a Jewish-Communist conspir• 

acy behind Dickstein 1 s attacks. The Bund claimed that working 

together, Dickstein, Hochfelder and other anti-Nazis tried to 

hide the Communist menace to America by attacking the Bund and 

Germany. The Bund urged Dickstein either to resign his posi­

tion as Congressman and perm.it a "true American to represent 

the people, or break with the conspiracy, recognize the Commu­

nist danger and join forces with American patriotic organiza• 

tions like the Bund to struggle against the Red Front.17 

On April 8, 1937. Dickstein's proposal for the creation 

of a new House Un-American Activities Committee came up for 

debate. Opponents ·of the measure argued that the creation of 

such a committee would agitate anti-Germ.an feelings, threaten 

basic American freedoms, was in reality useless and might be 

only a reflection of the sponsor's desire to gain public 

attention. After a bitter debate, Dickstein•s resolution was 

voted down by a large margin.18 As would be expected, the 

Bund looked upon this as a great victory, insisting that it 
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represented a victory over a clique of international agitators. 

Kuhn told the members of the Bund that it showed nthat our work 

is not in vain, 11 and again called for solidarity and determina­

tion in the fight to elevate the German-American community out 

of its second-class citizenship status.19 

Representative Dickstein did not give up in his attempts 

to convince Congress that the Bund was indeed a real threat 

to the United States. The Congressman employed, at his own 

expense, a team of investigators that became known as the 

11Dickstein Bureau of Investigation. 11 This 11bureau11 was headed 

by Richard Rollins, a thirty-four year old graduate of Syracuse 

University.20 Also aiding in the investigation was the "Bureau 

of Investigation," the investigative branch of the Youth Divi­

sion of the American Jewish Congress. Rollins' men, as well 

as the members of the AJC Bureau of Investigation, were given 

code names which appeared on all reports to Dickstein. For 

example, Sidney Ehrlich was "X-34, 11 while Selma Schoen was 

"N-63. 11 21 It was the job of the investigators to 11 infiltrate 11 

the.local Bund units and send reports of meetings and activi­

ties to Dickstein 1 s office. Thus, the files of Dickstein in-

elude many 11 conf idential reports" of unit meetings. An example 

is a report of a meeting of the Brooklyn unit of the Bund 

which was held on March 24, 1938, and at which 750 people were 

in attendance. 

The speaker at this meeting was a Mrs. Murdock. She 

greeted her German-American audience as 11my fellow Americans, 11 

and stated that she was glad that some group had awakened to 

the fact that it was necessary to "rid this nation of Communists. 11 
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She reported that she had heard a Russian Jewish Communist 

denouncing the American form of governments "He had a filthy, 

slopping American flag, smeared with dirt and it was probably 

stepped on. 11 Mrs. Murdock had travelled to Germany the pre-

vious year and was surprised at the very fine conditions ex-

isting there. She said she had heard only of starvation and 

want, but under Hitler's regime "there is a great deal of con­

structive work being done. And, Germany is producing as much 

ammunition as any other nation." Mrs. Murdock closed her re-

port with a "startling revelations" 

Although it has never been told before, after 
the war France stationed colored troops in 
Germany. As a result of this, there are now 
black and tan children in some sections of 
the country. Many young girls have taken 
their lives rather than bear children. When 
Hitler came into power he had such people 
sterilized. Nonetheless, it will require 
forty or fifty years to eliminate such beings.22 

In June, 1937, Representative Martin Dies of Texas intro­

duced a resolution calling for the investigation of subversive 

activities. In support of this measure, Dickstein introduced 

into the Congressional Record several lists of alleged spies 

employed by the Third Reich and operating in the United States. 

Included on the list were Fritz Kuhn and other Bundists. 23 

The Congressman also attacked the Bund camps as secret Nazi 

centers where foreign agents trained to overthrow the American 

government. Dickstein suggested that it was quite a coinci­

dence that Camp Nordland was located close to the Marine 

barracks, the Hercules Ammunition Works, and the Atlas Powder 

Manufacturing co.24 In the Deutscher Weckruf, Fritz Kuhn 

issued the usual denialsa the Bund fought against Communism, 
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stood as an American patriotic organization composed of Amer-

ican citizens and had no connection with the German government. 

The Bund camps were not Nazi training centers, but picnic and 

recreational areas.25 

In August, 1937, Kuhn mobilized the Bund and launched a 

biting and comprehensive attack on Congressman Dickstein. A 

Command was issued which informed local leaders that the New 

York Representative's insulting remarks directed against the 

organization had forced the Bund to take the offensive against 

him. National headquarters prepared to send letters to high 

government officials informing them of the organization's 

loyalty to America. The unit leaders were to perform the same 

task on the local level by writing to various state legis-

lators, mayors, local officials; state, county and city judges; 

ne.w.apapers; and 1m.p,0rtant men in the community. Kuhn sent a 

telegram to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, John 

A· Bankhead, expressing indignation at Dickstein1 s statements 

and welco•ing a federal investigation of the Bund. Kuhn also 

directed an open letter to Congress which questioned Dickstein's 

sanity and categorically denied the Representative's charges 

against the Bund. A special "fighting fund" was created to 

finance the costs of the campaign against Dickstein. All 

members and sympathizers were invited to send contributions 

to national headquarters, with each donor having his name en­

graved on a special plaque. 26 

On August 12, 1937, the Deutscher Weckruf bore the head­

line, "Dicksteins the Imbecile Fabricator of Phantasms" L!!.Qlt 

The article complained that for four years "the systematic 
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endeavor of this Jew in Congress has been to shower the public 

with lies against the German government as well as against the 

now American German Bund. 11 27 On August 10, 1937. Kuhn sent a 

printed open letter to members of Congress and other prominent 

public officials• 

I take this means as the only way left 
open to me to denounce each and every 
one of the charges of this man Dickstein 
as barefaced lies, invented for the 
purpose of misleading American public 
opinion •••• ! charge Dickstein, an immigrant 
from Russia of Jewish stock, with fomenting 
un•American activities as the spokesman in 
Congress for the Unterm~er-Rabbi Wise Boy­
cott Racket, which has practically destroyed 
the opportunity of American planters and 
farmers to sell their products to Germany •••• 

I here make the categorical statement that 
all camps of the German American Bund are 
for the recreation of the children of 
German American parents and their elders 
and are absolutely without ulterior 
political significances that the alleged 
military drills consist of exercises for 
bodily development of the younger people; 
that the national flag Q.f Germany--the 
swastika-- is never flown without the Stars 
and Stripes; that the American anthem is 
played on all large public occasions and 
that where uniforms are worn, they simply 
designate persons in authority or those 
who render service in answering questions, 
keeping order, ete., in gatherings number-

8 1ng thousands of men, women and children.2 

In March, 1937, Bund local units in New York were sent hand­

bills announcing• 

Come and hear our answer to Dickstein and the 
Jewish rabble rousers on Tuesday~ March JO, 
1937, at the New York Turnhall.2~ 

A constant complaint of Dickstein1 s had been the use 

to which the Bund camps had been put. Throughout the summer 

and fall of 1937. thousands of people were attracted to Camps 
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Siegfried and Nordland. An increasing number of organiza-

tions and individuals began to echo Dickstein's warnings. 

Occasionally the complaints were trivials visitors to the 

camps walked about in scanty attire; they created traffic 

jams in the local communities or stole fruit and flowers from 

the farms. By and large, however, the protests reflected 

genuine concerns and a desire to rid the country of what began 

to be seen as a growing menace. In mid-July, 1937, before 

Camp Nordland was to open officially for the summer, the di­

rectors of the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League sent a telegram 

to United States Attorney General Cummins, as well as various 

Congressmen, asking for an immediate investigation and the 

elosing or the camps.JO Opposition to the camps mounted after 

reports of the Nordland opening on July 18 appeared in the press. 

Pictures were published which showed the uniformed o.n. march­

ing through the swastika-decorated camp, with spectators giving 

the Nazi salute.31 On July 21, Representative William M. 

Citron asked the F.B.I. to "investigate at once" the so-called 

11Naz1 military training cam.ps. 11 32 Commanders of local New 

Jersey units of the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 

Wars called for the immediate dissolution of the Bund. They 

also demanded that Congress determine the source of funds and 

objectives of the Bund. Other veteran groups sent protests to 

President Roosevelt condemning the camps• activities, especially 

the practice of displaying the swastika.33 

The Bund responded to the increasing criticism by threat­

ening to sell the camps to Negroes, while Kuhn again invited 

an investigation,·· claiming that the Bund had nothing to hide 
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and that newspapers gave false reports which only served to 

stir up hatred against German-Americans.34 

Almost as if in response to Kuhn's call for an investi-

gation of the Bund, Attorney General Cummings announced on 

August 18, 1937, that he had asked the F.B.I. to investigate 

Nazi military training camps throughout the nation to see if 

they violated any federal laws.35 On September 10, J. Edgar 

Hoover, Chief of the F.B.I., indicated that that organization 

expected to make an extended report on the 11Nazi matter. 11 36 

Kuhn responded to the investigations with a statement welcom­

ing the action, but again raised the cry of discrimination 

against German-American citizens. While Kuhn publicly assumed 

a boastful stance, he sent careful instruction to local leaders 

regarding the correct response to official investigators. He 

said a statement explaining the objectives of the Bund had 

been sent to the Attorney General and instructed unit leaders 

to inform the membership that only the leadership could issue 

statements to the press. Since the Secret Service agents had 

been instructed to gather information by listening to Bundists, 

members were told that they must not hold irresponsible con­

versations with strangers. The Bundesfuehrer also prov1ded 

standard answers regarding subsidiary organizationsc the o.n. 
was not an armed military group but fulfilled two purposes. 

It preserved order at meetings by guarding against Communist 

attacks, and it stood ready in the event of an emergency to 

place itself at the disposal of the government. The camps 

were not military training centers, but places of recreation 

where young people could leave the city streets to enjoy 
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sports activities and where older people could assemble to 

picnic and share common views.37 

The opposition to the Bund did not cease with the news 

that the Justice Department was going to investigate the 

organization. On September 9, 1937, the Chicago Daily News 

published an article in which it claimed that the Bund was 

planning to seize control of the government "when the 

Communist revolution starts." The paper said its information 

came from three reporters and investigators who worked for 

many months to learn the secret of the Bund.38 A convention 

of New Jersey war veterans adopted a resolution condemning 

the Bund camps as "hotbeds of Nazi propaganda•" and opposing 

the establishment of societies whose main allegiance went to 

a foreign government. Dickstein continued his attacks in 

Congress by demanding an investigation and published in the 

Congressional Record a list of anti-Semitic pamphlets and 

books which apparently were intended to stir ~p German­

Americans. At the New York convention of the Jewish War 

Veterans, speakers from the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League 

urged that all American veteran and religious organizations 

join together to press for legislation outlawing the Bund. 

The convention closed with the adoption of a resolution cal­

ling for support for the boycott and legislation to control 

foreign propaganda.39 

In November, 1937, Judge J. Wallace Leyden of Hackensack, 

New Jersey, told a group of German-Americans in a court of 

naturalization that as far as he was concerned, membership 
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in the Bund was sufficient grounds for denying citizenship.40 

Fritz Kuhn took Leyden's remarks very seriously and published 

an open letter to the judge in which Kuhn charged Leyden with 

discriminating against Germans. He insisted that the Bund had 

a duty to defend everything German against defamation. He 

held that the Bund formed part of a great American patriotic 

movement which sought to preserve a clean, independent United 

states arrayed against Communism, boycott rackets and all other 

subversive internationalism. Kuhn demanded that the Federal 

Government support him in an effort to clear the Bund 1 s good 

name from the insulting charges of Judge Leyden. A few days 

after Leyden's statement, the Bund held a rally at Hackensack, 

New Jersey. James Wheeler-Hill, National Bund Secretary, 

raged against the "Kosher Press." This un-American and hostile 

press spread anti-German propaganda and poisoned the minds of 

decent American citizens like Judge Leyden. 41 

The criticisms of concerned government official~ as well 

as private officials, did not seem to have the desired effect, 

at least not as far as the Bund was concerned. In 19J8, the 

organization reached the height of its power and influence. 

Recruitment drives brought in new members; the number of 

local units increased; and the American press gave wide 

coverage to Bund activities. 

However, all was not well, for both German and American 

authorities had become concerned, and in 1938 opposition to the 

Bund intensified. Fighting and rioting often accompanied 

the organization's activities. Hitler's moves in Europe 

further directed anger of anti-Nazi organizations toward the 
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Bund and its subsidiary organizations. These criticisms, how­

ever, did not seem to deter the Bund, for the organization's 

arrogant bigotry seemed to become more and more blustering. 

Bundists looked to the future and continued to believe that 

they were passing through a time of testing. If they perse-

vered, a final victory would be theirs. 

In January, 19J8, the Justice Department issued a one­

thousand page report which contained the results of the F.B.I. 

investigation of the Bund. The agents, the report said, found 

no violations of Federal laws and that no evidence was uncov-

ered to warrant criminal action. J. Edgar Hoover said that 

"departments" of the Bund were found throughout the country, 

but that members apparently confined their activities largely 

to parading in gray and black uniforms displaying the swastika 

and use of the Nazi salute. 42 Congressman Dickstein, at whose 

urgings the investigation was begun, was not pleased with the 

report issued by the Justice Department. He claimed that his 

own investigations had compiled "voluminous reports showing 

the treacherous inner workings of the Nazis here and should 

warrant Congress to vote the power of subpoena to my committee 

[the Immigration Committey and to G-men. 11 4J 

The Bund gloated over the F.B.I. report and regarded it 

as a turning point in the history of their organization. Now 

the American people would know that the Bund was not a sub-

versive society, and if Dickstein and all his "sons of Zion" 

raised the cry of Nazi again they would be laughed into politi­

cal obscurity.44 It is interesting to note that, apparently, 

the Justice Department's mentioning of the swastika carried by 
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Bund members made the Bund leadership uncomfortable. Conse­

quently, Kuhn announced to local leaders that a new Bund flag 

was available and could be obtained from national headquarters 

for the price of $10.00. This new flag emphasized the letters 

11 A.v. 11 , signifying Amerika-Deutscher Volksbund, and had a 

swastika placed in an inconspicuous position. It would re­

place the flag of Germany and would be carried by the O.D. in 

all marche~ in halls and on the streets. The swastika, however, 

would still be used along with the American flag to decorate 

halls and cam.ps.45 

Discouraged by the F.B.r. report, loud shouts and emotion­

al oratory increasingly characterized anti-Nazi activity, and 

occasionally violent incidents occurred. Labor organizations 

of Reading, Pennsylvania, warned that they would fight a Bund 

attempt to establish a camp in their area. A bomb exploded 

outside a building in Philadelphia where the local Bund unit 

held business sessions. American veteran groups in New Mil­

ford, New Jersey, threatened to use force and spill blood to 

evict Bundists from public meeting halls. A riot squad inter­

vened to stop a fight between American Legion members and 

Bund1sts in Buffalo, New York.46 

These incidents were minor when viewed singly, but 

collectively they indicated a rising tide of American anti­

Nazi sentiment. For a number of months. diplomatic circles 

in Washington and Berlin expressed a growing concern and 

anxiety over the activities of the Bund. William E. Dodd, the 

American Ambassador to Berlin, charged in Berlin that the Bund 

was a Nazi organization linked to Germ.an agencies. His 
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successor, Hugh Wilson, was more discreet and directed com-

plaints to the German Foreign Ministry. Hans Dieckhoff, the 

German Ambassador in Washington, also viewed the Bund with 

concern and sent reports to Berlin stressing the damage caused 

to German-American relations by the "stupid and noisy activities 

of the Bund." He urged that all connections between the Bund 

and Reich agencies be cut and further suggested that the For­

eign Office announce that all German nationals must withdraw 

from the Bund. Dieckhoff's reports resulted in an announce-

ment by Berlin on March 1, 1938, prohibiting German nationals 

from membership in the German-American Bund and the Prospec­

tive Citizens League.47 

The Bund tried to minimize the importance of Berlin's 

decree by asserting that they took orders from no one. They 

claimed to welcome the decision because it simply offered more 

proof to critics that the Bund had no connections with the 

German government. Yet, the Bund leadership must have been 

concerned with Berlin's decree, for in March, 1938, Fritz Kuhn 

went to Germany to appeal the decision. In a conversation 

with Fritz Wiedemann, Hitler's adjutant, Kuhn claimed that the 

Berlin ruling would mean the end of the Bund. Wiedemann was 

unmoved, however, and told Kuhn that the decision was final. 

Hitler's adjutant also informed the Bundesfuehrer that his 

bumbling imitations of the Party in America had strained 

German-American relations.48 

The March first decree was, perhaps, a bad omen for the 

Bund, but Germany's actions in Europe and the resulting re-

actions created the most immediate danger for the organization. 
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Deeply disturbed by the German invasion of Austria, Congress­

man J. Parnell Thomas of New Jersey suggested calling out the 

State Militia to close down the Bund camps. At Trenton, New 

Jersey, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, riots occurred when 

G. Wilhelm Kunze attempted to speak before Bund meetings. At 

each location hundreds of anti-Nazis, protesting Germany's 

actions, booed Kunze off the stage, forcing him to leave the 

halls by the side entrance under police guard. On April 3, 

19)8, a federation of German-American clubs met in New Jersey 

to plan ways to win the cooperation of veteran, civic and re-

ligious groups, in an effort to combat the Bund. A few days 

later, the Justice Department announced that it had asked the 

F.B.I. again to investigate the Bund. At Lindenhurst, Long 

Island, the American Legion Post and the Knights of Columbus 

passed resolutions condemning the German.•American Bund for 

anti-Christian activities and requesting that action be taken 

to prevent Bund parades or the acquisition of land for a Long 

Island headquarters. On April 11, 19)8, the Non-Sectarian 

Anti-Nazi League brought together representatives from twenty­

three trade unions, as well as Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 

groups, at a meeting at the Astor Hotel in New York City. The 

delegates voted to create a national movement to battle the 

"organized menace of Nazism in the United States," and sent 

out invitations to unions, churches and civic groups to attend 

an anti-Nazi convention in New York City on May 15.49 

During the spring of 19)8, the Bund seemed to be able to 

out-do its opponents in its activities. On April 20, 1938, 

3500 people gathered at the Yorkville Casino in New York City 
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to celebrate Hitler's forty-ninth birthday. Before the meet­

ing, a large group of pickets gathered in front of the hall, 

while a group of American Legion members were able to get in­

side. As the first speaker praised the recent German seizure 

of Austria as "a birthday gift by Chancellor Hitler to Germany," 

a man rose in the audience and shouted1 "Is this an American 

or German meeting?" As the audience began shouting, "Throw 

him out, 11 fighting broke out in the hall between men of the 

O.D. and the American Legion members. The riot resulted in 

injury to seven men and roused indignant protests from anti­

Nazi groups. Representative Dickstein and the German-American 

League for Culture demanded an investigation of the "Nazi 

element in America ... The Bund blamed Dickstein and the Jews 

for the disturbance, claiming that Jewish hoodlums disguised 

as Legionnaires had attempted to break up a peaceful gathering.50 

While anti-Nazi groups were still steaming over the York­

ville Casino riot, another violent incident occurred. On 

April 22, 1938, four men walked into the office of Dr. Charles 

Weiss, editor of an anti-Nazi magazine called Uncle Sam. After 

refusing to kiss the Nazi flag, he was beaten into unconscious­

ness and swastikas were out into his arm and back.51 The four 

men were never identified, but the anti-Nazis accused them of 

being Bund members. J. H. Steel, the Executive Secretary of 

the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, issued a statement charging 

that the beating of Weiss was done by 11Bund thugs," and that 

League members would apply for gun permits lf the Federal 

Government did not take some sort of action against the Bund. 

The Bund responded by suggesting that the beating might have 
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been self-inflicted, since Weiss probably had a "martyr complex. 11 52 

In April, 1938, Fritz Kuhn returned from Germany and issued 

a statement concerning the Weiss incident. He saids 

We have yet to hear of a Nazi who would 
permit a Jew to kiss the swastika even 
if he wanted to. Hail Aryan American 
Nationalismt53 

This statement was part of a larger one that contained 

an interesting omission. The Bundesfuehrer made no reference 

to the .organization's role in defending Germany (which was 

most likely due to the cool reception he had received in Ber­

lin). Instead, his remarks were concerned with the Bund's 

American goals with an emphasis placed on race, tinged heavily 

with anti-Semitism. 

There was, however, a slight change which distinguished 

the Bund 1 s anti-Semitism of 1936 from that of 1938. In the 

earlier year the Bund's anti-Semitism had a sharp focus. It 

was used primarily to direct attention to the alleged causes 

of general problems in American society. In 1938, however, 

the Bund expressed the view that all of their troubles stemmed 

from the work of the Jews. The Jew had become the Bund 1 s 

perso~al opponents and were subject to tirades that became 

more personal, biting and ~lgar.54 

As the Bund intensified its attacks on Jews and anti-

Nazis, critics of the organization likewise increased their 

attacks. Representative Dickstein spoke out against Kuhn's 

group over the radio, urging local communities to ban Bund 

gatherings. He indicated that he and his investigators would 

present "sensational revelations" to an investigating committee 

which he hoped Congress would soon create.55 Representative 
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Hamilton Fish of New York introduced a bill· in the House pro­

viding for measures to curb private armies, a euphemism for 

the o.D. 

On May 5, 19)8, six directors of the German-American 

Settlement League, operator of Camp Siegfried, were arrested 

on charges of violating the civil rights law of New York, 

which required oath-bound organizations to submit a member­

ship roster to the Secretary of State. The six men were re­

leased on $1000 bond each pending a jury trial. To the Bund 

leaders, this legal action was another example of "more Red­

Jewish hate breeding." A Bund statement insisted that Bund 

members did not take an oath, and no one had any right to a 

membership list. In the mind of the Bund, this case was simi­

lar to many othersa a Jew, driven by hate, brought charges 

against innocent Bund. members. The newspapers then were ac­

cused of blowing up the story and, despite the eventual dis­

missal of the defendants, the Jew-owned newspapers deliberately 

avoided mentioning the outcome. Kuhn sent telegrams to Attor­

ney-General Cummings and Speaker of the House Bankhead, re­

questing an investigation of the "pseudo patriots attacking 

us.1156 

On May 10, 19J8, the House Rules Committee endorsed a 

resolution of Representative Martin Dies (Democrat, Texas), 

which would create a seven-man House Committee to determine 

the extent, character and objectives of "un-Am.erican propa­

ganda activities in the United States." The testimony of 

Representative Dickstein before the Rules Committee seemed 

to have convinced its members that such an investigation was 
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necessary. Dickstein testified that the Bund was financed 

by Germany. He added that the Nazis had sent a million "war 

draft blanks," forms asking German nationals to register for 

the German draft, to men of German blood in the United States, 

and that "twenty big industries in this country have contributed 

to the Nazi cause because they have interests in Germany." The 

Congressman warned that unless something was done, there would 

be rioting and blood.shed. Perhaps having become obsessed to 

the point of losing his perspective, Dickstein insisted that 

the Bund had a membership of over 460,000 people.57 Approved 

by the Rules Committee, the Dies Bill was reported to the 

House, and on May 26, debate began. At one point in the two­

hour debate, Dies said that he had evidence of shocking activ­

ities taking place in Bund camps, claiming that a Bund speaker 

had called for the assassination of the President. After re­

peated attempts to create a committee to investigate the Bund, 

the Dies measure passed and, on June 6, 1938, appointments to 

the committee were made. Thus, a renewed un-American Activities 

Committee was ready to begin an investigation of the Bund, but 

without Dickstein as a member.58 

On May 7, 1937, a committee called the "Joint Legislative 

Committee to Investigate the Administration and Enforcement of 

the Law" was created by the New York State Legislature, with 

State Senator John J. McNaboe as Chairman. The Committee was 

given $20,000 with which to investigate "every matter and thing 

whatsoever connected therewith or relating thereto including 

the entire administration of criminal justice in this state 

and each and every law relating or pertaining thereto or 
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connected therewith. 11 59 On June 22, 1938, the Committee opened 

hearings on the Bund in New York City. Responding to a sub­

poena, Kuhn wrote to McNaboe indicating that he and other Bund 

officials would be happy to appear before the Committee to ex-

plain the "patriotic aims and purposes" of the Bund. Before 

the Committee, Kuhn declared that Jews were the leaders of the 

Communist movement in the United States. Senator McNaboe pro-

tested that the Bundesfuehrer should admit that there were "at 

least some good Jews in the United States." Kuhn responded a 

I will tell you how it is, Senator. If a 
mosquito is on your arm, you don•t stop to 
ask if it is a good mosquito o~ a bad mos­
quito. You just brush it off ,60 

At one point in the proceedings, the Senator read Hitler's 

definition of the swastika as the symbol of the Aryan struggle 

for supremacy "which must be always and ever anti-Semitic." 

McNaboe then"asked Kuhn if indeed he did not feel that the 

Jews in America were a stumbling block in the way of Aryan 

supremacy. Kuhn replied• 

We do not say anything against the Jews. We 
simply choose our own company. In our organi­
zation there are only Americans, and we do not 
consider the Jew as an Ame~1ean. We do not 
consider the Jew as a man.bl 

On June 24, 1938, Dic~stein sent a letter to the McNaboe 

Committee in which he expressed his disappointment as to the 

way the investigation was being conducted, stating that "the 

proceedings before the McNaboe Committee have thus far been 

conducted in a most inefficient manner and did not bring out 

any of the pertinent facts which the public had a right to 
11 hear in an investigation of this type. Dickstein complained 
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that no preparation had been done and that by making all 

evidence public the Committee had succeeded in making heroes 

out of the officers of the Bund.62 The Congressman felt that 

this attitude on the part of the Bund was demonstrated by a 

telegram he received from Fritz Kuhn, dated June 24, 19381 

My sincerest condolence to your political 
funeral; am also sorry you are not on the 
Dies Committee because I lost the oppor-

63 tunity to finish you in the first round. 

Dickstein suggested to the Committee that the proceedings be 

adjourned for a few weeks and that he be allowed to act as 

counsels "Let ~s combine forces and permit me to conduct this 

investigation of these Bunders in the State of New York. 11 64 

On June 30, Kuhn again appeared before the McNaboe Com­

mittee. This time Dickstein attended and presented photo­

graphs of alleged secret Bund meetings and suggested that Kuhn 

might have been a German spy in World War I· In spite of these 

charges, the hearings again produced insignificant results. 

McNaboe ended the hearings by ref erring to all American Com-

munist and Nazi groups as "rackets" and drew parallels between 

the Bund and the American Communist Party.65 Kuhn reacted 

strongly to McNaboe•s compa.risona 

I charge him ilfcNaboy with culpable unfairness 
because each of the speeif ications enumerated bJ 
him in regard to penetration into the American 
educational system, into shipping and general 
industries, he knows to be notorious activities 
chargeable to the Communists and not to the 
Bund, since the Bund is as notoriously opposed 
to Communistic activities as Mr. MoNaboe.06 

In spite of Kuhn's insistence that the Bund represented 

Americanism and not Nazism, the opposition continued to grow. 

In response to this growing criticism, the Bundesfuehrer 
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appealed for funds to help defray legal expenses and vowed 

that every court case would be fought with all the resources 

of the Bund. The organization soon got its chance. In early 

July, 19)8, the six officials of the German-American settle­

ment League (who had been released earlier on $1000 bonds) 

went on trial at Riverhead, Long Island. The prosecution 

hoped to prove that the Bund represented an oath-bound organi­

zation. If this could be shown, the defendants faced possible 

imprisonment and fines for violating a New York State law 

holding all oath-bound societies responsible for filing a mem­

bership list with the Secretary of State. The prosecution 

based its case on the testimony of Willy Brandt, an ex-Nazi 

and Bundist. Brandt told the court that he had joined the 

S.A. in Germany in 19)0, immigrated to the United States a 

few years later and" joined the Bund in May, 19)8. Upon accept­

ing membership in the Bund, Brandt said that he had to take an 

oath of loyalty to Adolf Hitler and the Bund leaders. The de­

fense brought twenty-five people to the witness stand, most of 

them American-born rank and file members of the Bund, who tes­

tified that no oath was required. James Wheeler-Hill, national 

Bund Secretary, testified that Brandt had been denied admission 

to the Bund. In spite of these twenty-five witnesses, Brandt's 

contradictory testimony seemed outweighed by the arrogant and 

obnoxious way in which the Bund witnesses testified. They 

proudly flaunted their anti-Semitism, with one witness proclaim­

ing that all Jews were criminals and Communists, while another 

charged that Jews had haunted him all his life, forcing him to 

move from one job to another. When cross-examined by the pro-
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secuting attorney, several Bundists ignored his questions 

and shouted that the Nazi salute would in the near future be-

come the American greeting. After four days of testimony, 

the jury took less than fifteen minutes to deliver a verdict 

of guilty. The judge gave the maximum penalty, with the League 

fined $10,000 and each defendant, $500. In addition, he im­

posed a one-year jail sentence on the six, but suspended all 

except that of Ernst Mueller, President of the League.66 This 

so-called Siegfried Case attracted considerable publicity. 

Editorials and reports in newspapers and national magazines 

condemned the Bund as a Nazi group and expressed little sym­

pathy for the defendants.67 

As would be expected, the outcome of the Siegfried trial 

was, in the eyes of the Bund, a "crying miscarriage of jus­

tice" and the defendants became martyrs. Kuhn announced at a 

public rally that the Bund would appeal the case to a higher 

court. He asked the audience to contribute to a special 

appeal fund. Business at Camp Siegfried continued as usual 

the weekend after the trial, with about 2000 people gathering 

to picnic and watch parades. The outing was ma~red only by 

the dropping of 25,000 anti-Nazi leaflets on the camp from an 

airplane chartered by the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League.68 

If the Siegfried case had any effect on the Bund, it was 

not immediately apparent. However, one change chould be de­

tected. During the summer of 19J8, the organization increased 

its attacks on the Roosevelt Administration. Its organizational 

structure, exaggerated anti-Semitism, boisterous rallies and 

admiration for Nazi Germany remained. However, in hoping to 
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alter the Bund•s public image as a Nazi organization, the 

leadership adopted an American program. However, the new 

program was just as racist as the old one, and did little 

more than alienate rather than attract American public sup-

port. 

In 1938 the Bund published one of its most scurrilous 

pamphlets, entitled What Price Federal Reserve? Read the 

Protocols of {theZ Elders of Zion and Understand the New 

Dea1.69 The pamphlet attempted to prove that the prophesies 

expressed by the Elders bore an exact resemblance to the 

events occurring in the United states. Jews controlled all 

the agencies of the government and in doing so had brought 

the United States closer to ruin. The activities of these 

"vampires" and "subhuman parasites 11 formed part of a world-

wide consp1racya 

The malignant, lethal Federal Reserve with 
its regiment of Jews to protect· it, may 
well be the inciting cause of such a wave 
of anti-Talmudism as to entail the expul­
sion of the entire parasitic swarm, as has 
been the case in Germany.70 

Fritz Kuhn authored a pamphlet entitled Fritz Kuhn 

Challenges Rabbi Wise, which was a reprint of an open letter 

published in the Deutscher Weekruf. Kuhn told Rabbi Wase 

that the Jews had bullied and intimidated the Gentile popula-

tion of Russia and Germany and had thus become a "great power," 

holding 11 745 offices out of a total of 913 11 in Russia alone. 

In each country in which they had lived, the Jews had portrayed 

themselves as champions of democracy in order to cover their 

sinister schemes and plots. In America, however, the Jews had 
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failed. Jewish contamination of Christian Aryan American 

life had aroused the wrath of the hundred million white Gen­

tile Americans who would soon cast off the alien yoke.71 

During the·late summer and early fall of 19)8, the Dies 

Committee heard testimony related to the Bund and its activi­

ties. The testimony of the witnesses received wide publicity 

in the pres~ which served further to convince the American 

public that the Bund was a Nazi organization. Witnesses 

stated that the Bund had mapped plans to sabotage American 

industry, operated a spy network, received orders and propa-

ganda from German officials, and was preparing to overthrow 

the American government. One witness charged that Kuhn had 

made a secret pact of cooperation with German Ambassador Hans 

Dieckhoff.72 

Following the testimony of a connection between Kuhn and 

Dr. Hans Dieckhoff, the Ambassador called at the State Depart-

ment to deny such connections. He made a statement which 

claimed that 

the German government has always taken the 
point of view that the Amerika-Deutscher 
Volksbund is to be considered an American 
affair. There has never existed any open 
or secret "understanding" between the Bund 
and the Germen Emba~sy or the German 
Consulates. "fJ 

As the Dies hearings progressed, a great deal of criticism 

was voiced concerning the,·hearings which, in the end, seemed to 

serve the Bund's cause. Paul Anderson, Washington correspond­

ent for the St. Louis Star-Times, said in a radio broadcast: 

Some of the most fantastic yarns ever heard 
outside an insane asylum are gravely accepted 
by the Committee without the faintest effort 
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to discover whether the witnesses are credi­
ble or responsible •••• At no time is there 
anything whi~n could be called cross­
examinat ion. ·1 

In October, 1938, President Roosevelt expressed his concerns, 

which were widely circulated by the Bundi 

I was very much disturbed. I was disturbed, 
not because of the absurdly false charges 
made by a coterie of disgruntled Republican 
officeholders against a profoundly religious, 
able and law-abiding Governor [Governor Frank 
Murphy of Michigan·who had been characterized 
by the Committee as being "guilty of treason­
able activities in dealing with the Michigan 
sit-down str1k.!7, but because a Congressional 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
investigating un-American activities should 
have permitted itself to be used in a 
flagrantly unfair and un-American attempt to 
influence an election. At this hearing the 
Dies Committee made to effort to get at the 
truth, either by calling for facts to support 
mere personal opinion, or by allowing facts and 
personal opinion on either side.75 

On October Jl, The New York Times published a poll of the 

eighteen reporters covering the Dies hearings, which showed 

that eleven of the reporters agreed with F.D.R. that the 

hearings were unfair.76 Representative Dickstein, who had 

so actively s.upported the creation of the Dies Committee, 

commented on the Committee in a speech before Congress, He 

suggested that the Committee should 

hew close to the line of being respectful 
to our public men, the off ioials of our 
government and our President. It certainly 
does not enhance the reputation of the 
Committee, nor does it result in having 
the Committee held in esteem if it attacks 
the officials of our home government. We 
surely do not want "to give aid and comfort 
to the enemy" by attacking our public officials.77 

In the minds of many, the Dies hearings produced nothing 

new in the way of testimony, and the Bund simply repeated 
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earlier denials. However, the coincidental timing of the 

hearings with the international crisis over Czechoslovakia 

had the effect of sharpening anti-Bund sentiment. 

Bund editors had concentrated on one theme prior to the 

Munich Conference in late September, 19)8. They claimed that 

the Sudeten Germans lived under oppressive conditions and the 

absorption of the Sudetenland into the Reich offered the only 

reasonable solution to their problems. The situation was 

compared to the American annexation of Texas when a foreign 

government murdered, terrorized and discriminated against 

Americans. America had acted wisely and forcibly annexed 

Texas to protect its citizens. Hitler hoped to solve a simi-

lar situation 1n Czechoslovakia by peaceful negotiations, but 

Jews controlling the press agencies tried to fool readers into 

believing that Germany acted as an aggressor. In reality, 

Hitler was "the miracle man of the century" who in a few hours 

at Munich had returned the Sudetenland to its ancestral home 

and reduced Czechoslovakia--the outpost of Russian Bolshevism 

in Central Europe.78 

The Roosevelt Administration did not exactly share the 

Bund 1 s elation over the events in Europe. The Administration 

became increasingly skeptical about the Munich accord, and 

the general public began to believe that Hitler had almost 

brought Europe to the brink of war. Their anger was trans­

ferred to the Bund. They picketed Bund meetings with placards 

that demanded• "Stop Hitler's Aggression," and "Return the 

Sudetenland to Czechoslovakia." On October 2, 19)8, a crowd 

of about 5000 gathered in front of a hall where Kuhn intended 
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to speak. Upon seeing the Bundesfuehrer, the crowd yelled, 

"Kill him," "Run him out of town," and showered the building 

with bricks. A few days later, more than 2000 people milled 

outside a Bund meeting hall in Syracuse, New York. Despite 

a heavy police guard, the crowd smashed windows and slashed 

tires of cars belonging to Bund members. In Chicago Bundists 

fought anti-Nazis carrying placards with the slogan "Save 

CzechoS.lovak1a for democracy.n79 

With its usual myopic misperception, the Bund did not 

relate these reactions to the Czech affair, but placed the 

blame on the Dies Committee. According to the Bund the false 

testimony of witnesses and the incendiary remarks of the 

Committee members inflamed public opinion and encouraged mob 

violence. Not seeming to sense the rising opposition to its 

programs, the Bund went blindly ahead with a new Americani­

zation program which it had adopted at its 1938 convention. 

Consequently, on September 29, 1938, the Bund newspaper came 

out under a new title, Deutscher WeokrUf und Beobachter and 

the Free A!lerican. Kuhn urged a renewed effort to attract 

Americans to the movement through personal contacts and by 

distributing the Bund newspaper, pamphlets and leaflets. The 

Bund increased publication of pamphlets, stating the aims and 

purposes of the organization. These pamphlets carried adver­

tisements which welcomed all "patriotic Americans" to Bund 

meetings and membership. The slogan "Free America" became 

the new theme and emphasized a program which called for opposi­

tion to racial intermixture between Aryan and non-Aryan. Rallies 

of the Bund were now called "pro-American meetings.u80 
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On November 7, 1938, Herschel Grynzpan, a Polish Jew, 

shot and fatally wounded Ernst von Rath, the German Embassy's 

Third $ecretary, in Paris. This event precipitated the in­

famous "crystal night pogroms 11 during which the Nazis attacked 

Jewish life and property in Germany. Americans responded with 

shock and r,evulsion. President Roosevelt said he did not be­

lieve such things could happen in the twentieth century. Hans 

Dieckhoff described the American reaction and said even the 

most ardent anti-Semite had divorced himself from the pogroms.Bl 

The Ambassador seems to have overlooked the Bund, whose 

editors made no apologies for the Nazi cruelties. They com­

pared them to attacks of anti-Nazis on their own meetings and 

laughed at American leaders and journalists who denounced the 

pogroms. A double standard existed, said the Bund; Americans 

wept over indignities inflicted on Jews in Germany, yet said 

nothing about Communist terror in Spain and Russia or the 

persecution of Germans in the Sudetenland, Poland and Lithuania. 

In addition, the aundists argued that every world crisis had 

been the result of assassinations of prominent individuals by 

Jews. This time the German government made the "international 

parasitesu pay for their crimes by striking at all Jewish 

Communists in Germany.82 

A growing anti-Nazi sentiment arose amongst German­

Americans. In addition, during the weeks following the Nazi 

pogrom, various cities became the scenes of violent outbursts 

between Bundists and anti-Nazi demonstrators. Under pressure 

from local anti-Nazi organizations, Bund meetings were cancelled 

in Nassau County, New York. At Newark, New Jersey, the home of 
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a local Bund leader was stoned. The New York City Borough of 

Queens began an investigation to determine if speeches given 

at Bund rallies defending Hitler's persecution of Jews con­

stituted grounds for prosecution on charges of inciting to 

riot. Throughout November, 1938, witnesses before the Dies 

Committee continued to assail the Bund as a Nazi spy and 

propaganda agency. The restaurant at Camp Siegfried lost its 

beer and wine license and, faced with increasing pressure, the 

the German-American Settlement League announced in December 

that the camp would sell its commercial buildings and the 

picnic area. Readers of the Deutscher Weckruf began to cancel 

their subscrtptions.83 

The Bund seemed to be caught in a web of ever-increasing 

criticism, but it could only respond with more anti-Jewish 

tirades. Bund editors claimed that the uproar over events 

in Germany and attacks on the Bund only served to illustrate 

American Jewry's power. By exploiting these events, the Jew­

ish-Communist "parasites, 11 headed by such men as Bernard Baruch, 

hoped to create a Jewish dictatorship in America and drag the 

United States into war with Germany. such dangers, said the 

Bund leaders, only strengthened their resolve to fight harder 

and hope that Americans would wake up soon and join in the 

Bund's fight to "Free A.merica."84 



CHAPrER VI 

THE END 

On March 4, 1938, the Appellate Division of the Supreme 

Court of New York reversed the Siegfried case decision which 

had led to the conviction of the German-American Settlement 

League and six Bund members for violating a state civil rights 

law. The New York Supreme Court reversed the lower court's 

verdict on grounds of insufficient evidence and lack of proper 

jurisdiction. The Bund was ecstatic over this victory and 

decided to celebrate with "a monster demonstration for true 

Americanism." The rally would be held on February 20, 1939, 

itl·honor of George Washington• s Birthday, at Madison Square 

Garden. 1 This event, the most publicized of all of the Bund•s 

activities, marked the beginning of the end of the German­

American Bund. In the mind of the American public, the 

Madison Square Garden affair would confirm the impression 

that the Bund was a Nazi organization which spread hate and 

disseminated authoritarian doctrines. Already tired of other 

displays of Bund arrogance and Hitler's moves in Hurope, the 

public demanded action. The end result of such demands would 

be Kuhn's conviction on charges of embezzling Bund funds, and 

the end of the Bund itself .2 

An extensive publicity campaign for the Washington Birth­

day celebration began in mid-November, 1938. Full-page news-

-95-
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paper ads proclaimedt 

Is America the coming Jewish Empire? 
Hear a.mazing facts that cannot be 
challenged on Monday, February 20, 
1939, 8100 p.m. at Madison Square 
Garden •••• General admission, 40~, 
reserved seats 75¢ and $1.00. 

Leaf lets addressed to "All .American Patriots 11 pointed to 

growing opposition of the Bund in spite of the fact, said the 

Bund, that the organization was the only really effective 

means of fighting subversive forces in America. Since the Bund 

was unable to use the "Jewish controlled press, 11 it had to use 

other means of awakening America. Thus;, more and more "mon-

ster demonstrations" would be held. Letters of invitation 

were sent to numerous Congressmen and Senators, American 

veteran groups, right-wing leaders, prominent local officials 

and civic organizations in New York City. Representative 

Martin Dies, Senator Robert Reynolds and New York State Sena­

tor John McNaboe were asked to attend as official guests of 

honor at the Madison Square Garden event. Instructions to 

local Bund units in the New York metropolitan area urged all 

loyal members to sell tickets and speak to everyone about the 

affair. 

The Bund 1 s attempts to plan an "unforgettable experience" 

brought together many opposition groups in an effort to stop 

the rally. Letters were sent to Mayor La.Guardia demanding 

cancellation of the event. La.Guardia, as well as the American 

Civil Liberties Union, defended the Bund 1 s right of assembly 

and free speech. The Bund itself insisted that it had the 

right to honor a great American since, like Washington, the 
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Bund had always fought for truth. In order to attract a 

widely diversified audience, the official program for the 

celebration stressed the Bund's dedication to Americanism. 

The slogan "Free America" appeared frequently in advertise­

ments and short articles. Ads emphasized the Bund 1 s opposition 

to all "isms" including Nazism and, of course, Zionism. It was 

pointed out that the Bund 1 s imitation of the Nazi salute was 

really a universal salute of Aryans everywhere and, unlike 

the clenched fist greeting of Communists which was allegedly 

derived from an old Jewish custom, the Bund salute symbolized 

peace. A brief statement on the O.D. noted that its members 

carried no weapons and merely protected Bund gatherings from 

unruly lawless elements.3 

At 6:00 p.m. on February 20, the side streets around 

Madison Square Garden were filled with thousands of curious 

observers, who were watched by over 2000 police, the greatest 

single contingent in the history of the Department. Demon­

strations, fist fights and scuffles between demonstrators and 

police, as well as numerous telephoned bomb threats, provided 

a tense atmosphere as 20,000 ticket holders filed into their 

seats. At 8100 p.m., just as the rally was beginning, 200 

war veterans marched behind a huge American ~lag and were met 

by mounted police. The veterans began their own outdoor meet­

ing, as did a dozen other groups. 

Inside the Garden, 3,000 O.D. men acted as ushers while 

a Bund band played marching songs. Banners with slogans, "Wake 

Up America--Smash Jewish Communism," "One Million Bund Members 

by 1940, 11 "Stop Jewish Domination of Christian America," along 
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with American and Bund flags, decorated the Garden. A thirty­

foot picture of George Washington hung behind the speaker's 

rostrum. 

After the massing of colors and singing of the "Star•Spang­

led Banner," James Wheeler-Hill received loud cheers when he 

opened the rally with 0 My fellow Christian Americans." He 

pleaded for a nation "free from class hatred and political 

discrimination." He said that tsWe are utterly and completely 

disregarding the great political testament of George Washing-

ton today." He denounced the New Deal "for attacks on other 

nations and irresponsible attaclcs on Hitler and the German 

nation by dictatorial and narrow-minded bigots." Hill called 

upon all German-Americans to dedicate themselves to "restoring 

America to the true Americans." George Froboese of Milwaukee 

denounced "Jewish preachings of class warfare" and "the Jew, 

Karl Marx Mordecai." Rudolf Markmann, Eastern Department Leader, 

began his speech with the Hitler salute. He said that the Bund 

had never claimed to be Nazis, "because we know that Nazism is 

something reserved for Germany and has no place in this country. 11 

Fritz Kuhn ended the rally with the longest speech. He told 

Aryan Christians to wake up and battle against the threat of 

Jewish domination over America. Again, by using emotion-charged 

phrases such as "slimy conspirators" and "Jewish camarilla, 11 

Kuhn rambled through a strange discussion of American history, 

citing examples of alleged Jewish perfidy during the American 

Revolution, Civil War and World War I. He argued that Jewish 

attacks on Bundists and other American patriots like Father 

Coughlin only succeeded in encouraging Americans to sympathise 
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with the Bund's fight. Kuhn concluded by calling upon all 

Aryan Americans to join with the Bund to help free America. 

The rally was generally peaceful, except for two incidents. 

At 10:00 p.m., while Wilhelm Kunze was speaking on the bless-

ings of Aryanism, Dorothy Thompson, newspaper columnist and 

wife of Sinclair Lewis, arrived in evening clothes. As she 

arrived at her seat, she burst into a loud heckling laugh at 

Kunze's remarks. She was escorted from the hall by O.D. men 

and New York police. The other incident occurred as Fritz 

Kuhn was declaring that America was dominated by Jews and that 

"Americanism should be returned to the Christians who founded 

it." A young man, Isidore Greenbaum, suddenlyc:·scrambled up 

the five foot platform, dived·between the legs of two O.D. men 

and rushed at Kuhn. A dozen of the O.D. men leaped on him and 

began to kick and pummel Greenbaum as he shouted "Down with 

Hitler." He was eventually rescued by police, taken to night 

court and released after paying a fine for disturbing the 

peace.4 

The editorial reactions to the Bund gathering revealed 

an almost unanimous condemnation of the Bund's display of Nazi 

hate propaganda. The point was made, however, that a ban of 

the meeting would have violated fundamental American civil 

liberties. One editorial noted: 

It has been argued that because of the 
intensity of the opposition and the 
consequent rish of bloodshed, the meet­
ing should have been suppressed .. ··LXs 
fo'Jil the threat of violence by outsiders, 
stirred to opposition by what is said at 
the meeting, if a community;;surrenders 
the right of free speech before such 
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threats and risks, the right f:Of free speech? 
becomes valueless and milling crowds are ad­
ministering the law •••• 5 

New York City civic and anti-Nazi organizations issued 

protests against the Bund meeting. American Legion officials 

sent letters to the United States Attorney General which de­

manded that members of the o.n. be prosecuted for wearing the 

uniform of a foreign power and requested a Federal enquiry to 

determine if the Bund had conspired to violate the civil rights 

of minority groups. A few days after the Bund rally, a group 

of German-Americans held a counter-George Washington Birthday 

celebration to show that not all German-Americans agreed with 

the Bund. A New York Times editorial expressed the hope that 

New Yorkers had been startled by ,the Bund rally and would call 

for an investigation of Bund finances. Newsreels of the Bund 

meeting were withdrawn from theaters because of violent audi­

ence reaction.6 

On March J, 1939, JOOO people gathered at a rally in 

Carnegie Hall. The event was sponsored by the Council Against 

Intolerance in America. In his speech, Mayor LaGuardia re-

ferred to the Bund meeting as an "exhibition of international 

cooties," and said he believed in exposing cooties to the sun-

light instead of keeping them bottled up. A message from 

Governor Lehman was read to the audience, which said that "no 

form of dictatorship can make headway in the United States 

providing we, as a nation, militantly safeguard those civil, 

religious, and personal liberties guaranteed to us by our form 

of government." Other speakers included James Marshall, Chair-

man of the New York City Board of Educat1on1 Allah Haywood, 
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c. I. O. Regional Director in New York; Dorothy Thompson; George 

Meany, President of the New York State Federation of Labor; 

John Haynes Holmes of the Community Church; and Rabbi Stephen 

s. Wise.7 

The Bund interpreted the Madison Square Garden rally as 

a great success which had demonstrated "unprecedented enthusi­

asm for Christian patriotic Americanism." Bund editors mag­

nified the disturbance caused by Greenbaum. into an assassina­

tion attempt on the life of Fritz Kuhn. In their eyes, the 

Greenbaum incident provided another example of the workings 

of the world-wide Jewish conspiracy which had followed, by 

only a few weeks, the assassination of Van Rath in Paris. How­

ever, the fists of the brave o.n. men had foiled the attempt 

of this Jewish gunman to murder Fritz Kuhn. Bundists argued 

that the Jews had not realized that the Bund had become an 

important factor in American public life. The Carnegie Hall 

rally was condemned as a Communist gathering, a display of 

the fanaticism of Negroes, Jews and Communists.8 

In Germany, the newspapers reported the Greenbaum. affair 

and cited it as just one more example of "Jewish terror in 

New York·" Dr. Heinrich Boraohers, the German Consul in New 

York, sent an accurate account of the Madison Square Garden 

rally to the German government. He noted that the Bund had 

used some discretion in avoiding the display of swastikas, but 

also pointed out such events, and this rally in particular, 

hurt German-American relations. Americans, ne said, had come 

to believe that the Bund was a Nazi-endorsed organization 

whose goal was the destruction of America by "the Trojan horse 
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method." Borachers cautioned his superiors to avoid patro­

nizing Kuhn's group.9 

Herr Borachers• evaluation of the mood of the American 

people was borne out by the response to the Washington's 

Birthday rally. What this uproar demonstrated was the in­

ability of the Bund to deal with rising anti-Nazi sentiment 

in the United States. At its national convention in 1938, the 

Bund membership had adopted various resolutions, the aims of 

which were to make the Bund "more American." This was to be 

accomplished by dropping obvious Nazi symbols and slogans and 

by adopting what the Bund believed to be an American program 

and an American slogan. The reaction to the 1939 Madison 

Square Garden rally demonstrated that in reality the Bund had 

not changed very much, at least not enough to win the support 

of large numbers of Americans. The Nazi salute, the intensely 

virulent anti-Semitism, and the glorification of Hitler and 

National Socialism persisted. And it was the inability on the 

part of Bund leaders, particularly Fritz Kuhn, to recognize 

the depths of American resentment toward their movement which 

paved the way to their doom.lo 

What proved to be most damaging to the Bund's image was 

its continued support of Hitler's aggressions in Europe. When 

the Fuehrer broke the Munich Settlement and annihilated the 

Czech state during the week of March 10-16, 1939, the Bund 

editors quickly supported that move. They wrote that Germany 

had once again saved Europe from Bolshevism; Czech insolence 

and barbarity toward the Third Reich had forced Hitler's inter­

vention; and Czechoslovakia had no cohesions thus, Hitler 
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rightfully destroyed it. The Bund leadership failed to see 

that such views ran counter to growing anti-Nazi and anti­

German sentiment. In October, 1937, an opinion survey showed 

that 62% of Americans polled held a neutral attitude toward 

Germany. After the Munich conference, 56% approved a boycott 

of German goods. The Nazi pogrom of November 10, 1938, raised 

that figure to 61%, and after Hitler's annexation of Czecho­

slovakia in March, 1939, the number reached 65%. On March 25, 

1939, Mayor LaGuardia led 20,000 people through the streets of 

Manhattan in a "stop Hitler parade" sponsored by the American 

Council to Combat Nazi Invasion. The demonstration was a pro­

test against Hitler's move into Czechoslovakia. 

Mass demonstrations against the Bund served as a back­

ground for a New York City investigation of the Bund to de­

termine if the organization had avoided payment of business 

and sales taxes. This investigation was begun by New York 

Commissioner of Investigation William B. Herlands. Sub-poenas 

called for Bund records to help trace the sales of propaganda 

materials, uniforms, flags, emblems and decorations. Herlands 

and City Treasurer Amerindo Portfolio questioned Fritz Kuhn 

and all leading officials of the Bund and its subsidiary 

organizations. The Commissioner acted with discretion and 

refused to comment on the progress of the investigation, 

stating it would proceed as a matter of 11 routine. 11 The Bund 

interpreted Herlands 1 investigation in the usual manners the 

Jewish-controlled city administration, serving the interests 

of terrorists, gangsters and Communists, was persecuting a law­

ab1ding element. During this investigation, Kuhn faced 
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additional legal difficulties: Joseph Lonardo, a Queens 

attorney who represented the Bund in its difficulties con­

cerning Camp Siegfried, sued the Bund leader for failing to 

pay legal fees. At the same time, former magistrate Joseph 

Goldstern charged Kuhn with criminal libel, claiming he was 

held up to ridicule by an article in the Bund newspaper. 

Further annoyance was caused the Bund when, on March 25 and 

27, 1939, Kuhn and Kunze appeared before an attorney and a 

research director of the Dies Committee at the Commodore 

Hotel in New York City. Cross-examined about testimony taken 

before the Dies Committee and published in January, 1939, the 

two Bund leaders repudiated the entire testimony and spent 

two days denying every accusation that the Bund was a Nazi 

agency. 11 

The Bund responded to these legal challenges with some 

law suits of its own. The New York Daily News reported a 

scuffle between veterans and Bundists in Union City, New 

Jersey. In that report, the Bund members were called Nazis. 

The Bund threatened a libel suit unless the paper published 

a retraction of the article. The German-American Bund Auxili­

ary, Inc., operator of Camp Nordland, brought a libel suit 

against the Newark Ledger for printing reports that the camp 

trained Nazi recruits, that women had been attacked by Bundists 

and that youth leaders engaged in sexual perversions on the 

Nordland premises. Fritz Kuhn threatened a libel suit against 

the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League for distributing a pamphlet 

entitled "Wanteds Adolf Hitler for Kidnapping," in which the 

Bundesfuehrer was called an agent and spy for the German 
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government. When the New York World Telegram and the New York 

Jewish News published the League's pamphlet with a commentary, 

Kuhn sent lawsuit threats to these papers. In late 1939, War­

ner Brothers Pictures released a film entitled "Confessions of 

a Nazi Spy." Kuhn filed a $5 million damage suit against the 

producers, charging that they had portrayed an organization 

similar to the Bund as a Nazi spy agency. Bund editors called 

the film a "Jewish hate" production which defamed their organi­

zation. 

Fritz Kuhn's attempts to call the attention of the Ameri­

can people to the Bund by the use of law suits did not have 

the desired effect. America was waking up to the Bund, but 

certainly not in the way wished for by Kuhn. Indignant pro­

tests were being translated. into vigorous organizational 

activity, concrete legislation and legal action, with the 

most intense activity occurring in New York and California. 

Bills aimed at curbing the Bund 1 s o.n. and anti-Semitism were 

introduced in the legislatures of both states. A measure ban­

ning military parades and drills except by authorized groups 

became law in California. More German~Am.er1oan organizations 

repudiated the Bund while a growing number of communities for­

bade Bund activities in their vicinities. In the House of 

Representatives, Jennings Randolph of West Virginia introduced 

a bill calling for dissolution of the Bund and deportation of 

its alien members. In Los Angeles, Herman Schwinn was fighting 

to maintain his American citizenship. For several months 

Schwinn had dragged out a complaint brought by the Federal dis­

trict attorney asking for cancellation of his citizenship on 

_-L. ________________ __ 
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grounds of fraud. 12 

In May, 1939, Mayor La.Guardia of New York and District 

Attorney Thomas E. Dewey of the same city worked together to 

compile evidence that would enable them to prosecute Fritz 

Kuhn. On May 2, 1939, agents of the District Attorney's office 

visited the Bund 1 s national headquarters with a subpoena and 

seized documents relating to four of the organization's cor­

porations. Dewey announced that upon reviewing the seized 

documents he had found evidence of the disappearance of funds 

from the corporations and believed that his investigation 

would lead to prosecution of the president of each corporation, 

Fritz Kuhn, on a charge of grand larceny. Shortly after this 

announcement, La.Guardia received a report of the investigation 

conducted by New York Commissioner of Investigation, William 

B· Herlands, and announced that it listed over forty violations 

of city tax laws. La.Guardia also sent a message to Cordell 

Hull, asking him to withhold Kuhn's passport. He took this 

action after learning that Carl Nicolay, an important Bund 

witness for the Herlands investigation, had suddenly sailed 

for Germany. On May 25, 1939, the New York County Grand Jury 

indicted Fritz Kuhn on a charge of stealing $14,548 from Bund 

funds. The proceeds of the Madison Square Garden rally of 

February 20 were included in the indictment. The Bundesfueh­

rer pleaded not guilty to the charges and was released on 

$5, ooo baii.13 

The indictment of Kuhn was met with anger on the part of 

the Bund editors. They characterized Dewey's legal action as 

an example of "Jew York democracy in action." Without a search 
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warrant, Dewey's 11 thugs 11 had staged a raid on national head­

quarters, seized papers and property and stole money. Aided 

by Communists on his staff, Dewey was moving aginst the Bund 

in order to win Jewish support in his bid for the Presidency. 

On June 1, 1939, Fritz Kuhn published a statement absolving 

himself of guilt and attacking Dewey for unlawfully breaking 

and entering Bund premises. Kuhn claimed that he had never 

taken a nickel of the Bund 1 s money and could easily account 

for all funds turned over to him. Dewey's illegal action 

represented "an act of desperation instigated by Communists 

who worried about the Bund 1 s successful campaigns of public 

enlightenment." The Bundesfuehrer had no intentions of run-

ning away. Instead he would fight for his rights against sub­

versive elements until a free America would again be realized.14 

While the Bund attempted to raily its members in support 

of Kuhn, other matters diverted some of its attention away 

from the legal battles with Dewey. A legal problem arose when, 

on July 4, 19J9, Bundists at Camp Nordland ignored a New Jersey 

law, passed on June 26, which barred the Nazi salute and pro­

hibited the wearing of uniforms similar to those of a foreign 

country. At the Nordland Independence Day celebration, O.D. 

members paraded in full uniform while other Bundists thrust 

out their right arms in Nazi fashion. The next day, State 

Assemblyman R. Graham Huntington, sponsor of the anti-uniform 

law, issued a complaint to State Alcoholic Control Commissioner 

D. Frederick Burnett, who had the power to revoke the Nordland 

liquor license if any state law was violated. After receiving 

Huntington's complaint, Burnett ordered August Klapprott, 
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manager of Nordland, to appear before a board of inquiry in 

his offices at Newark, New Jersey, on July 6, 1939· Klapprott 

brought several Bund witnesses, including G. Wilhelm Kunze, to 

the hearing. Kunze declared that the apparel of the o.n. origi­

nated with the Bund in America and in no way resembled a German 

uniform. Another Bund member argued that the Bund salute origi­

nated with American Indians long before Hitler made a similar 

greeting popular in Germany. Commissioner Burnett did not 

seem to be overly impressed with the Bund's arguments and re-

voked the Nordland' liquor license. The Bund immediately 

appealed the decision and after a second hearing and several 

weeks of delay, the Commissioner emphatically denied the appeal. 

Burnett cited several reasons for his decision and claimed that 

any one provided ample grounds for revoking a license. The 

Bund not only violated the anti-uniform law on July 4, but 

sponsored extremely distasteful activities on the Nordland 

grounds. Pamphlets were circulated which incited race and re­

ligious hatred; the Nazi flag flew above an American one; 

dictators were glorified and democracies derided; speakers ad­

vocated punching anyone in the nose who insulted Hitler and 

asked that all Jews be deported. The Bund blamed Communists 

for Burnett's 11Jew-inspired decision. 11 Bund editors charged 

that the Commissioner, who hated everything German, simply 

bowed to the influence of these disreputable persons. 15 

In August, 1939, Fritz Kuhn received a subpoena to appear 

before the Dies Committee in Washington. For several months 

Bundists had been watching the Committee's work and their com­

ments depended upon the types of testimony taken. Anything 
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Which adversely reflected on the Bund was denounced, but the 

testimony of American anti-Semites was hailed as "revealing" 

and received front page coverage in the Deutscher Weckruf. 

On August 16 and 17, Kuhn made a dramatic appearance before 

the Committee. Early in the proceedings he banged his fist 

on the table, called a statement by Representative Starness 

of Alabama a lie, and only the intervention of police pre­

vented a fight. Kuhn's behavior remained boisterous for the 

entire two days of testimony. He shouted at Committee mem­

bers, boldly admitted that the Bund was anti-Semitic and 

continually barked that he wanted a lawyer. Kuhn's testimony 

revealed. nothing new about him or the Bund. However, on the 

next day after he had returned to New York, Helen Vooros, a 

19-year-old former member of the Bund Youth Movement, gave 

testimony which incensed the Bund. Kuhn had insisted that 

the Bund was a patriotic movement with virtually no interest 

in Germany. Miss Vooros contradicted the Bundesfuehrer and 

described her experiences in Germ.any, where she had taken a 

six week training course sponsored by the Bund. The former 

youth member indicated that she had received indoctrination 

in the philosophy·of National Socialism, anti-Semitism and 

fascism. She was told that ·President Roosevelt had Jewish 

blood, that all German girls should not fear having illegiti­

mate children since it was their duty to propagate the German 

race. Miss Vooros related a number of other items which 

caught the attention of the press: any Bundist in trouble 

with American authorities could easily escape without a pass­

port by simply boarding a German liner; immoral practices 
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occurred in Bund camps and on her trip to Europe; Kuhn was re­

garded in Germany as Hitler's agent in America; German spies 

and propagandists worked through the Bund.16 

As expected, the Bund editors took Miss Vooros to task 

and indicated that she was a well-rehearsed and Jewish-spon­

sored witness. Kuhn sent a telegram to Dies demanding that 

he be called to Washington immediately to refute the testimony 

of Miss Vooros. He said that a ten-minute cross-examination 

would clear the Bund of the charges she had made. The Bund 

Youth Magazine carried an article entitled "We Hang Our Heads 

in Shame, 11 which expressed sadness and revulsion over the 

Vooros testimony. A former comrade had turned traitor and 

blackened the work of the movement with "vile insinuations" 

and"filthy slander." She betrayed trusts and promises and 

had a brief moment in the spotlight of world attention, but 

for the rest of her life all German-Americans would view her 

with contempt and loathing. 17 

For Helen Vooros, the international situation in August, 

1939, must have been a blessing in disguise, for events in 

Europe drew the Bund's attention away from her. Bund editors 

interpreted the growing crisis in Europe by reworking one 

standard themes international Jews were scheming to involve 

all western nations in a war with Germany. Shortly after 

Germany invaded Boland in early September, 1939, the Bund 

published a statement signed by Kuhn, Kunze, Froboese and 

Schwinn. The Bund leaders interpreted the Nazi-Soviet Non­

Aggression Pact, expressed their views on American neutrality 

and outlined the Bund's position on the war in Europe. The 
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Non-Aggression Pact demonstrated Germany's ability to outwit 

Jewish conspirators. International Jewish plotting had caused 

the war by manipulating the British government in an effort to 

encircle Germany. But the plot failed in Russia with the dis­

missal of Litvinov; an alert Germany came to terms with Russia, 

not the Jewish Marxist-Communist International, and "knocked. 

the Jewish-British encirclement plan into a cocked hat. 11 Bund 

leaders called for observance of a strict American neutrality 

and curtailment of all pro-British propaganda through the mass 

media. They charged that "discredited, lying British atrocity 

propaganda" had led to a squandering of American lives and 

dollars in 1917 and 1918. In conclusion, the four Bund leaders 

announced that the organization "expresses its sympathy for 

Germany in the present European conflict." This did not sig­

nify disloyalty to the United States because the Bund would 

continue to fight for a Gentile America free of all atheistic 

Jewish Marxist elements.18 

Along with this statement concerning the Bund 1 s views of 

the international situation, Kuhn also issued a directive to 

the organization which called for strict adherence to new in-

structions. These included a modification of the o.n. uniforms 

grey shirt, black tie, trousers and shoes, no swastika or Sam 

Brown belt. Members shou•ld refer to this dress as "a common 

type of clothing" rather than a uniform. Since the swastika 

in any form had been forbidden from being displayed in New 

Jersey and aroused anxiety in other states, Kuhn asked local 

units to participate in the creation of a new symbol for the 

movement. Above all, Kuhn instructed local units to exercise 
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some restraint during the "present war crisis. 11 No public 

meetings were to be held in areas where anti-Naz1 sentiment 

was strong. Members were not to conduct themselves provoca­

tively. When public meetings were held, certain themes were 

to be emphasized. Local units were to make handbills stres­

sing these themesa absolute neutrality; war against the Jew­

ish profiteering war-mongers; keep America out of the present 

war; reference to the non-payment of the war debts of the last 

war. 19 

Kuhn's call for self-restraint did not seem to apply to 

the Bundesfuehrer himself when faced w1th mounting legal 

pressures. In late September, 1939, District Attorney Thomas 

E. Dewey brought pressure on the Bund when he demanded that 

Kuhn's bail be raised to $50,000 on the 1nd1ctment of May 25. 

Unable to ra1se this amount 1mmed1ately, Kuhn spent several 

days 1n jail. Dewey claimed that this action was necessary 

because Kuhn had plans for leaving the court's jurisdiction 

when his trial opened 1n a few weeks. on October 7, Kuhn was 

released on $50,000 ball and on the next day he spoke before 

a celebration at Camp Nordland. He predicted that he would 

be cleared of all charges and thanked all who gave contribu­

tions and loans for h1s bail. QUickly the Bund took the 

offensive by opening an attack on Dewey that was vicious even 

for the organization. Bundists identified Dewey's action against 

Kuhn with Communist secret police procedures and referred to 

Dewey as a political slave of "the hate-blinded desperate 

international Jews." Handbills containing anti-Sem1t1c refer­

ences were used to solicit funds for Kuhn's defense. They 

carried a message which claimed that Dewey and Jews of "New 
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York trembled in fear of Kuhn's power over the American people. 

Therefore these creatures sought to eliminate Kuhn by using 

any means.n 20 

In mid-October, 1939, Kuhn faced additional difficulties 

when he was called again to appear before the Dies Committee. 

Kuhn's testimony of August, 1939, had been contradicted so 

many times that the Committee decided to recall him before 

proceeding with a possible contempt indictment. one committee 

member, Representative J. Parnell Thomas of New Jersey, was 

especially critical of the Bund, and Fritz Kuhn sent to Dies 

a sworn statement which called for the removal of Thomas from 

the Committee. Kuhn argued that the true name of the Repre­

sentative from New Jersey was John Parnell Feeney, who had 

managed the bond department of a large international brokerage 

house. This brokerage house was involved in selling bonds to 

Germany until Hitler came to power and abruptly curtailed the 

business. According to Kuhn, loss of this sale in bonds, from 

which 'Feeney alias Thomas" drew a lucrative commission, created 

in the Representative a fanatical hatred of Germans and Germany. 

This hate caused him to strike at the Bund and work toward in­

volving the United States in a war with Germany. On October 

17 Kuhn sent another request to Dies asking that the subpoena 

be adjourned indefinitely because he had been ordered to remain 

in New York State and would forfeit $50,000 if he appeared in 

Washington. On October 19, Kuhn sat before the Dies Committee 

and claimed that the Bund would continue to fight Communism in 

America. He admitted ordering circulation of leaflets which 

demanded maintenance of the arms embargo and noted that he had 
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modif ied the O.D. uniforms to overcome criticism. Kuhn's 

five-hour testimony lacked cohesion and most of the questions 

from Committee members reflected their concern with the Bund's 

status in the present war situation. This concern prompted 

G. Wilhelm Kunze to ask the German Charge d 1Affairs in Wash­

ington, Dr. Hans Thomsen, to repudiate publicly any charge of 

the Bund 1 s acting as an agency of the German government. Thom­

sen fulfilled Kunze•s request in a letter, later published in 

the Deutscher Weclg:uf, which stated that absolutely no German 

authority maintained relations with the Bund.21 

On November 9, 19)9, Fritz Kuhn's trial opened in New 

York City. Two days later, Kunze sent a Command to local units 

which emphasized the Bund's financial plight. He candidly ad­

mitted that "the continued existence of the movement depends 

upon an increase in our supply of money~ 22 The court proceed­

ings of Kuhn's trial lasted twenty days. Peter L. F. Sabbatino, 

Kuhn's attorney, attempted to prove that the basic organization­

al pattern of the Bund, the Fuehrerprinzip, or absolute right 

of leadership, gave the Bundesfuehrer total freedom over the 

organization's funds and, therefore, he could not be charged 

With larceny. The chief prosecutor, Assistant District Attor­

ney Herman J. McCarthy, challenged Sabbatino 1 s interpretation 

of the Fuehrerprinzip, claiming that it did not give Kuhn such 

wide authority. When Sabbatino produced the resolution adopted 

at the 1939 Bund convention, McCarthy noted that it was made 

after Kuhn came under indictment. A further snag in the de­

fense attorney's argument occurred during the testimony of 

Bundist Gustav J. Elmer. Elmer confessed that Kuhn could spend 
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the Bund 1 s funds on anything he wished except women. Subse­

quent testimony revealed that Kuhn had actually spent signifi­

cant amounts of Bund money on women. Kuhn had spent $717 to 

move the furniture of a Mrs. Florence Camp about the country 

ana. at a New York hotel, he paid a $60 doctor bill for a Mrs. 

Virginia Cogswell, a former Miss America. The intimate nature 

of the relationship between Kuhn and Mrs. Camp was revealed 

with the reading of Kuhn's telegrams and letters to her. 

Closing lines reads "great love and kisses. All my thoughts 

with you, love you, my everything. Fritzi. 11 Accountants from 

the District Attorney 1 s office exposed the fact that thous-

ands of dollars were not put into the Bund 1 s bank account as 

Kuhn had claimed. Lawyers employed by Kuhn in the past testi­

fied that he owed them several thousand dollars for their 

legal services to the Bund. The inference was that Kuhn had 

used the money collected for the Siegfried case and promised 

to lawyers for his own personal pleasure. While constantly 

pointing to the Fuehrerprinzip in his effort to clear Kuhn, 

Sabbatino used another line of reasoning. He charged that 

Dewey and his associates had political and anti-Bun~ motives 

for prosecuting him. The defense attorne~ called Dewey to 

the stand, where he admitted that he held no personal grudge 

against Kuhn but viewed him and the Bund with contempt. Sab­

batino said that Dewey•s prejudice indicated that a political 

persecution plot against Kuhn existed in the District Attorney 1 s 

office. The defense did succeed in eliminating five of the 

original twelve indictments for lack of sufficient evidence. 

In the end, the case rested on Kuhn's alleged misuse of $1217 
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of Bund funds. This included money he had advanced to Mrs. 

Camp and his theft of a $500 legal payment. On November 29, 

the judge instructed the jury to decide if the Fuehrerprinzip 

had any validity on the Camp relationship. On the lawyer's fee, 

conflicting testimony confused the issue. Kuhn indicated that 

he paid the fee while the lawyer in question said he had re­

ceived no payment. But the prosecution presented documents 

.which apparently showed that Kuhn had forged a $500 entry in 

a Bund accounting book. The judge told the jurors that if they 

viewed this as evidence to conceal larceny, Kuhn should be 

judged guilty of forgery. After eight and a half hours of 

deliberation, the jury found Kuhn guilty of both larceny and 

forgery. On December 5 he left New York for Sing Sing Prison 

to begin a 2~ to 5 year prison sentence.23 

Following Kuhn's conviction, the Bund presented a unified 

front, at least publicly. Bund editors stressed Kuhn's inno­

cence and asserted that he was a victim of a Jewish plot. 

Kuhn became a "prisoner of war" but the organization stood 

solidly behind him and he remained national leader. On Decem­

ber 11, 1939, the acting Bundesfuehrer, G. Wilhelm Kunze, 

issued a statement to the press· and all Bund members. He 

praised Kuhn's management of the organization's funds, pointed 

to his unanimous re-election at every national convention and 

argued that the leadership principle gave Kuhn full authority 

over Bund finances. Kunze charged that the "so-called con­

viction of Fritz Kuhn" represented a travesty of justice and 

that the Bund•s loyalty to him remained firm. A few days 

later, Kunze sent a Christmas greeting to Kuhn, assuring him 
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that any member would trade places with him were it possible. 

He pledged his "unshaken loyalty" to the Bundesfuehrer and 

hoped that this message would offer some comfort. A New Year's 

proclamation by the Bund referred to Kuhn's conviction as a 

"crucifixion" which gave encouragement to the movement's 

enemies but in no way disrupted the organization. In fact, 

the membership looked forward to the new year with determina­

tion to continue the fight for an independent Christian America 

and a "free Kuhn." 

The public statements of the national Bund leadership 

indicated an organization that was solidly behind its incar­

cerated leader. In secret, however, things were much different. 

On December 6, 1939, the day after Kuhn went to prison, the 

Executive Committee of the Bund held a special meeting at 

national headquarters. G. Wilhelm Kunze presided over a small 

gathering which included August Klapprott, Willy Luedtke, 

Gustav Elmer, Hermann Schwinn and James Wheeler-Hill. This 

meeting produced several important resolutionss Fritz Kuhn 

was deposed from office and expelled from membership in the. 

German-American Bund; G. Wilhelm Kunze officially became 

national leader; Wilbur Keegan received authority to canvass 

the entire Bund in order to determine if the membership wished 

to appeal Kuhn's case; the Committee decided that a repetition 

of Kuhn's "dishonorable and disgracefull' acts would be avoided 

by requiring the signatures of three Executive Committee mem­

bers before funds could be withdrawn from the Bund's bank 

account; and Kuhn's bail money was to be returned to the donors. 

Other resolutions showed that the Committee recognized a need 
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to moderate Bund tactics. Kunze ordered all members to refrain 

from publishing or making inflammatory remarks which might con­

vey a message of hostility toward a race or religion. He for­

bade members to hold meetings where prohibited by law and 

ordered strict obedience to state laws which placed restrictions 

on wearing uniforms. Finally, after accepting the resignation 

of James Wheeler-Hill as National Secretary, the Committee 

appointed Willy Luedtke to the position. 24 

The Executive Committee's decision to repudiate Kuhn was 

never revealed to the organization, at least, not formally. 

Instead, Kunze concentrated on tightening the structure and 

security of the Bund. Kuhn 1 s trial had shown the organization 

that the leadership principle had not been clearly def.ined in 

the Bund Constitution. Consequently, Kunze instructed all 

local units either to destroy or to send to national headquar­

ters all copies of that document. At the same time, the new 

Bundesfuehrer affirmed that the Fuehrerprinzip was to be 

rigidly observed and every Bund Command faithfully executed. 

Obviously concerned with mounting adverse public opinion, 

Kunze instructed local leaders to offer no information to 

journalists. With the exception of officers, Bund members 

were forbidden to send letters to any agencies or to make re­

marks about political events. A member who violated this order 

was to be expelled from the Bund. Bundists should cooperate 

with other organizations having similar aims, but could not 

join another group unless national headquarters granted writ­

ten permission. Criticism could be further checked, said 

Kunze, by staging more singing and athletic events and fewer 
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political meetings. However, George Washington's birthday 

as well as Hitler's birthday were to be celebrated, pri­

vately if necessary, by each unit. Kunze pleaded with unit 

leaders to become more dedicated to the cause of Bund unity. 

A tight bond between units and national headquarters would 

assure the organization's stability throughout this period 

when every Bund leader faced possible prison sentences. 25 

In February, 1940. Kunze sent a command to all local 

units in which he announced that effective that date, the 

old Bund Constitution was no longer in force. Instead, he 

issued a 77-page document which set forth rules and regula­

tions for officers and members of the ~·organization. In this 

document, Kunze placed great emphasis on the powers of the 

national leader. The Fuehrerprinzip formed the core of the 

Bund and every member must realize that the national leader 

represented the supreme law and rendered final decisions on 

every matter concerning the movement. A tone of extreme 

fanaticism pervaded the document. While boasting that the 

Bund was composed of people dedicated to National Socialism 

and an Aryan-governed United States, Kunze ordered that a 

photograph of the movement's philosophical mentor, Adolf 

Hitler, be displayed in every unit's meeting-room. He insisted 

that the Bund gave every German-American the opportunity to 

rise out of his oppressed condition where he would otherwise 

become a 11menial of inferior lords, scorned and spit on." 

Bundists fought unselfishly for the honor of their people and 

as long as the "Jewish spirit of materialism" did not creep 

into the movement they would ultimately purify and rejuvenate 
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the race. 26 

This new statement of aims indicated a change, at least 

outwardly, in Bund ideology. Kunze seemed to be directing 

the movement away from the program adopted by the membership 

at the 1938 National Convention. Anti-Semitism was played 

down; the concern to woo Americans into the organization was 

de-emphasized; anti-Communism lacked the fervor of earlier 

years. As the Bund found itself working in an increasingly 

hostile environment, Kunze began stressing the need to merely 

survive. He seemed to sense that the Bund would collapse if 

the United States went to war against Germ.any. Hence, Kunze, 

as well as other German-Americans who had suffered persecu­

tions during World War I, emphasized a militant isolationist 

stance and a strong defense of all German-Americans. 

Kunze•s first chance to demonstrate the Bund 1 s new approach 

crune at the George Washington celebration of 1940. This affair 

was in marked contrast to the stormy celebration of 1939· The 

Bund advertised the rally as a protest against "warmongering 

British propaganda. 11 In his address, Kunze pointed to the 

sufferings German-Americans experienced between 1914 and 1919 

which resulted from the activities of the British propagan­

dists. He noted that the same subversive propagandists operated 

in the America of 1940 and pledged that his organization would 

fight all anti-German 11Anglo•Saxon chicanery." 

Bund editors ridiculed fifth column scares, comparing 

them to anti-German and Know-Nothing campaigns. They charged 

that British propagandists, Anglophiles and international war­

mongers had successfully fostered this "feminine hysteria. 11 
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These plotters comprised the most formidable fifth column, as 

they were conspiring to re-incorporate the United States into 

the British Empire. But the United States was not a British 

nation and Kunze 1 s editorials urged Americans to read the ~ 

American (the renamed Deutscher Weckruf), which would expose 

the lies of all German-haters. 

Kunze was especially peeved by new attempts to limit the 

activities of the Bund. New appropriation acts passed by Con­

gress barred Bundists from the Work Project Administration •. 

The Alien Registration Act was an attempt to identify aliens 

who were a threat to United States security. Kunze announced 

that the Alien Registration Act affected no Bund members. But 

members of the Prospective Citizen's League would have to reg-

ister. In answering question fifteen on the application, they 

were instructed not to mention either the Bund or the Prospec-

tive Citizens League. This question asked the applicant to 

indicate if he belonged to any organization devoted to further­

ing the interests of a foreign government. The La.Follette bill 

particularly irked Kunze, and in letters to Speaker of the House 

William B· Bankhead, Representatives Hamilton Fisch, John c. 

Schaefer and Mary T. Norton, he called it a discriminatory 

measure which if passed would infringe on the constitutional 

rights of patriotic German-American citizens. 27 

While defending the Bund against hostile legislation and 

conducting an anti-British campaign, Kunze and the Bund were 

very much on the defensive elsewhere. In a series of brief . 
Commands, Kunze informed the organization that its financial 

situation was extremely precarious. Fritz Kuhn's trial had 
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cost the Bund $1),000, and members seemed unwilling to con­

tribute money to replace the funds that had been spent. After 

ordering that half of the cash on hand in each unit be sent to 

national headquarters and assessing a minimum contribution of 

one dollar per member, Kunze pleaded for additional money. 

But money formed only part of the Bund 1 s difficulties. 

In March, 1940, the Chicago city government began an investi­

gation of local Bund affairs. In addition, Herman Schwinn's 

naturalization case appeared lost, and expelled local leaders 

in Brooklyn and the Bronx had stolen Bund money and property. 

In Michigan someone tossed a bomb at the Effende camp building 

near Detroit. August Klapprott expressed concern over the 

Bund 1 s inability to stage anti-fifth column rallies in New 

York City because of hostile demonstrators and last-minute 

cancellation of meeting hall permits. But probably the most 

distressing news was the Executive Committee's decision to 

abandon Camp Siegfried. 28 

The Bund's condition was revealed at the Annual National 

Convention, which opened in Chicago on August Jl, 1940. A 

mere thirty-eight delegates attended the secret two day affair. 

Most of them reported that "insane persecutions" had caused 

many members to drop out of the organization and that some 

units were still torn between pro- and anti-Kuhn factions. 

Klapprott gave an especially depressing report as to the Bund's 

condition in the Easts the Brooklyn unit refused to recognize 

him as department leader and Kunze as national leader. Fearing 

harassment from anti-Nazi groups, members of several units 

would not attend meetings. Units were able to draw modest 
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crowds only for singing and cultural events. The Yorkville 

Casino, the scene of many boisterous rallies, was no longer 

available for political purposes. only at Camp Nord.land was 

the Bund free to meet and hold large gatherings.29 

By September, 1940, the Roosevelt Administration had 

given up all pretense of neutrality in the European war. 

British pilots trained in Florida; damaged British warships 

were repaired in American ports; and on September J, 1940, 

came the announcement of the destroyer-base deal. In addition, 

Congress had approved nearly $18 billion for preparedness 

activities and in September passed the first peacetime draft 

law in American history. A provision of the conscription 

law excluded Bund members from employment in war industries. 

Public opinion polls showed that over 60% of Americans approved 

of the President's preparedness program and the destroyer-base 

deal. The majority of Americans seemed to favor all-out aid 

to Britain even at the risk of war. 

Bund editors called upon German-Americans to strike at 

Roosevelt's anti-German policies with their votes in November. 

The Bund adopted the slogan, "Don't throw your vote away but 

don't vote for Roosevelt. 11 As the campaign intensified, the 

Bund 1 s cry that a Roosevelt victory meant war became shriller, 

and editors of the Free American took pride in the fact that 

German-Americans would vote in a solid bloc against Roosevelt. 

As the Bund pressed its campaign against Roosevelt, the 

more immediate problem of fighting off hostile attacks drew 

its attention. Throughout the fall of 1940, American anxiety 

over fifth column activities intensified.with much of the 
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concern focused on the Bund. Local officials near Camp Nord­

land kept lists of car licenses of people visiting the Camp 

and sent them to the F.B.I. In mid-September, an explosion 

at the Hercules Powder Plant in New Jersey suggested sabotage, 

and F.B.I. agents questioned Bund members at Nordland. A New 

Jersey sheriff raided Nordland with the hope of finding hidden 

arms and ammunition presumably taken from the Hercules Company. 

On October 1, Representative Dies opened hearings on the Bund 

in Newark. Kunze testified that his organization's only role 

was the protection of German-Americans against persecution. 

Other witnesses indicated that many Bund members and sympa­

thizers, as well as visitors to Nordland, worked in industries 

having government defense contracts. A former O.D. member, 

Richard Werner, charged that the Bund had once planned a Nazi 

uprising. On October 17, 1940, President Roosevelt signed the 

Voorhis Act, which broadened the provisions of the Foreign 

Agents Registration Act of June, 1940. It required registra­

tion with the Justice Department of all organizations whose 

aim was the overthrow of a government by violence and whose 

political activities were subject to foreign control. Repre­

sentative Jerry Voorhis hoped that the measure would force 

the registration of the American Communist Party and the German­

American Bund. During November and December, American news­

papers and magazines carried large numbers of articles dealing 

with alleged subversive activities on the part of the Bund. 

In late December, 1940, the Bund 1 s Chicago headquarters was 

raided in search of evidence to support an Illinois tax suit 

against the organization. Among documents discovered in the 
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raid was a list of Bundists serving in the American military, 

and this led to an F.B.I. investigation.JO 

These pressures being exerted on the Bund caused some 

changes in the Bund organization. The Bundesfuehrer announced 

that Herman Schwinn had lost his American citizenship on a 

technicality and therefore was forced to withdraw from the 

movement. George Froboese, who recently became Deputy Bundes-

fuehrer, would supervise the Western department. Kunze informed 

all units that mail from New York headquarters would be sent 

from different localities and return addresses other than Bund 

headquarters would appear on the envelopes. He called for 

contributions to help pay the legal expenses of Bundists in-

dieted for violating a New Jersey race hatred law. Concerned 

about the continued survival of the Free Ainerica, Kunze de­

manded that members devote more time to the task of finding 

new subscribers and selling shares in the A. v. Publishing 

Company. Questions about citizenship rights should be directed 

to national headquarters, and any unit intending to lease a 

home, building or other meeting facility must send the rent 

contract to the Bundi s attorney for study and approval. 31 

Throughout 1941 the Bund took part in the intense foreign 

policy debate between interventionists and isolationists. 

While calling for American neutrality, the Bund continued to 

glorify Hitler's conquests in Europe. The war was seen as a 

battle of freedom for the German people and National Socialism. 

However 1 glorious and sensational these conquests seemed to be, 

circumstances at home forced the Bund to devote its attention 
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to the seemingly more mundane task of surviving as an organi-

zation. Fritz Kuhn's attorney, Peter Sabatino, had initiated 

a law suit against Kunze and the Bund for failing to pay for 

legal services· in the Kuhn trial. The Nordland case, charging 

several Bundists with violating a race hatred law, as well as 

the Chicago tax case, remained in abeyance. A suit to deter-

mine who owned the title of a Brooklyn meeting hall was being 

prepared for trial. This case resulted from a pro-Kuhn group's 

refusal to relinquish Bund property to Kunze. Harry Diebel, 

operator of the Aryan Book Store in Los Angeles, had lost his 

citizenship on grounds that promoting pro-Nazi literature was 

not fitting for an American citizen. 

On top of these legal dtfficulties came others. A Cali-

fornia Un-American Activities Committee began an investigation 

of the Bund; Florida enacted a statute outlawing the -'<Organiza-

tion; a Dies Committee report made public in May gave a complete 

indictment of the Bund as a Nazi agency. In its report to 

Congress, the Dies Committee took credit for practically elimi-

nating the Bunda 

When we began our work, the German-American Bund 
had a hundred thousand followers who were pledged 
to its fuehrer, Fritz Kuhn. The very first exposure 
which our committ~e undertook in the summer of 1938 
was that of the German-American Bund. The first 
volume of our hearings opens with a hundred pages 
of detailed testimony of the un-American and sub­
versive character of the Bund. 

During the past week the committee published 
a translation of the official, confidential 
manual of the Storm Troopers of the German­
Amer ican Bund. That document proves con­
clusively that the German-American Bund is 
an organization which is highly militarized, 
and which requires absolute loyalty on the part 
of its members • 

.....-1. ........ ______________________ __ 
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Today Fritz Kuhn is in Sing Sing prison and 
the German-American Bund has been thoroughly 
discredited. James Wheeler-Hill, former secre­
tary-treasurer of the Bund, is also in prison. 
Our exposures have provided thousands of 
innocent people with adequate protection against 
the false claims of the bund. Its drastically 
reduced membership and following may now be held 
to consist only of those whose loyalty is to 
Hitler.32 

On May 30, 1941, New Jersey Attorney General David T. 

Wilentz ordered local enforcement officers to close Camp 

Nordland. A few days later, Governor Charles Edison signed 

a bill, passed unanimously by the New Jersey legislature, 

revoking the charter and incorporation of the German-American 

Bund Auxiliary, the owner of Camp Nordland. When the Auxili­

ary tried to evade the law by transferring its title to 217 

individuals, known collectively as the Nordland Home OWners 

Association, the camp was seized and placed under custody of 

the State of New Jersey. On June 16, President Roosevelt in­

cluded Bund funds in a general freezing order. A few weeks 

later, a New York legislative committee began an investiga­

tion to determine the Bund 1 s influence in public schools, 

and federal tax liens were filed against the Bund and August 

Klapprott.33 

The Bund's last national convention opened in Chicago on 

August 30, 1941. Kunze reported that the organization could 

no longer hold open meetings, and many units had changed their 

names to singing and gymnastic societies. The o.n. had become 

an athletic organization. The Bundesfuehrer advised the 

delegates to stop using the fascist salute and avoid using 

uniform and flag displays. The plight of the Bund appeared 
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hopeless, yet on the last day of the convention, the delegates 

affirmed a series of boastful resolutions. They pointed to 

their love and devotion to the American republic, repeated the 

claim that the Bund had no connections with any foreign govern-

ment, protested against discriminations, intrigues and perse­

cutions directed at them, declared their "undying opposition" 

to Communism, and denounced the Roosevelt Administration for 

aiding Great Britain and the Soviet Union.34 

In early November Kunze fled to Mexico. Immediately the 

Bund Executive Committee met in special session formally to 

depose Kunze and to appoint George Froboese acting national 

leader. A directive informed unit leaders that Kunze had been 

dismissed on grounds of incompetence. In the final Bund 

Command, George Froboese announced that the Bund 1 s goal to 

foster sympathy for the new Germany remained unchanged. He 

affirmed the absolute righteousness of the Bund 1 s cause. 

Kunze may have lost faith in the movement's future and in the 

history of the Bund's struggle.35 

On the day after Pearl Harbor, the Executive Committee 

of the German-American Bund unanimously adopted a motion to 

disband the Bund at some early date. Three days later, on 

December 11, 1941, the United States declared war on the Axis 

powers and Treasury Department agents moved into the Bund's 

national headquarters and seized all records. Thus, after 

more than five years from that first convention in Buffalo, 

New York, the German-American Bund was no more.36 

_..... ______ _ 



, 
I 

I 
l 

1.'. 

EPILOGUE 

The Federal government began an immediate roundup of 

leading Bund officials. Kunze was picked up in Mexico and 

returned to the United States. He received a fifteen-year 

prison sentence for engaging in subversive activities. George 

Froboese and a few lesser known Bundists committed suicide. 

Twenty-four officers of the Bund, including Kunze, Klapprott 

and Keegan, were convicted of conspiracy to violate the 1940 

Selective Service Act. Kunze along with Herman Schwinn, Aug-

ust Klapprott and Hans Diebel were defendants at the famous 

sedition case, United States vs. Williams. Some Bundists had 

their naturalized citizenship revoked and spent a few months 

in detention camps. Fritz Kuhn lost his citizenship and was 

deported to Germany after 1945. Most Bund members, however, 

were not unduly harassed. 
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APPENDIX I 

A booklet given to every member of the Bund contained 

the following pledge of obedience: 

Ich gelobe meinem Fuehrer Adolf Hitler Treue. 
Ich verspreche Adolf Hitler und den von ihm 
bestellten, mir bekannten oder durch ihre 
Abzeichen erkennbaren Vorgesetzten Achtung 
und Gehorsam und verpflichte mich, alle 
Bef ehle unverdressen und gewissenhaft zu 
vollziehen, da ich weiss, dass meine Fuehrer 
nichts Ungestzliches von mir fordern. 

I solemnly swear fidelity to my leader, Adolf 
Hitler. I promise Adolf Hitler and everybody 
designated by him known to me or to be known 
to me, through his credentials, or through 
his uniform, the respect and absolute obedience 
due him and give allegiance herewith to ful­
fill all orders without restriction, and with 
my entire will, because I know that my leader 
does not demand from me anything illegal. 
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APPENDIX II 

A map of Bund Activity1 1939 

i 
i 

I 

Each city listed represents a unit of the German-American 
Bund in the United States. Each city underlined in green 
indicates a camp owned and/or operated by the Bund. The 
Bund divided the nation into three regions, as listed. 
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APPENDIX III 

A picture of a member of a Bund youth group taken at one of 
the Bund camps (from "Dickstein Papers," box 480, folder 46). 
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READ THE 

PROTOCOLS 
ELDERS OF ZION 

And Understand tlte New Deal 



2. 

WHAT PRICE FEDERAL RESERVE? 
Open Arraignment of the System 
Addressed to Secretary Morrill 

Declares Hordes ol Jews Have Swarmed 
Into Government Posts in Positions 

ol Control 

As Told by N. W. Rogers 

ltr. Cheeter Morrill , Seoretary 
Board of Governors, 
Federal Reserve System, 
Wuh1ngton, D.c. 

My dear Sir1-

TOlllplcine CorMra, Ne1' York, 
Ja.nuary 14th, 1938. 

Adverting to Mr. L. P. Bethea•• letter of October 4th, in reply to mine 
addreeaed to yourself, of September 18th, 1937, you aay, in yours of July l3th:-

"As regards the profits of the Federe.l Reaorvo System, it ehould be 
pointed out that the Federal Reserve banlca are not operated for profit, 
but for the porfonnanoe of certain quaei-goverrunental or public tunc­
tiona. They are operated 1ubject to the regulation of the Board or 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System and differ in essential re1poct1 
from privately rn&naged corporationa operated for profit." 

Such evidence ae ii available tende to utablieh that every e.mendlnent to 
the original Act, of December 23rd, 1913, ha1 provided a further eoope for 
aco11111.1lating lllOney. In your report for tho year 1918 it 1e etated that the not 
oarninge were at tho rate of 72.6", while the Aot of 14&rch 3rd, 1918, added 
eome t26,728,440. to your surplus. By 1920, tJ'ter deducting dividends, it ap­
ee.ra that the Reserve banks earnod 154. 7'(; the Ne1' York b&nlc 21'7%; a.nd 1inoe 
Novo111ber, 1914, to 1934, profits on Government aocurities wnounting to so11111 
t264,325,869. have accumulated; in the latter year alone t46,130,94l . 

In -.Z.oh, 1936, some t647,000, 000 waa , by Ex­
eeutivo order, withdrawn from oiroulation by 
oalli.ng in the bonda be.olcing National B&.Dlc notoa 
in exchange for Federal Re1erve notes. But the 
Federal Reeervo b&nlca, in turn, 1urrendered the 
bond• for gold note1. It would aee11 that 1n the 
tran1aotion there waa 1011111th1og suggoetive or 
rwindling, reminieoent ot the oult of the Gold­
en Calf. Further, the Federal Depo ai t Ineuranoe 
Aot, aa amended in 1935, 0%traoted ao• 290 Jnil­
lion dollars 1110re fro• the tupayere. There are 
other uiendment1, all of whiob evidenoe that the 

Federal Reaerve System baa never 1oorned any op­
portunity to add to ita ilmDenae aocwnulationa. 
Thi• being eo, 1 incline to believe that your 
allegation i1 misleading, not in aooord with the 
evidence. 

In the record of your performance or certain 
quaai-govermoental, OI' public runot1ona, there 
appear• the aooount of a secret meeting of Foder-­
al Reaerni oftioiala, 14&y 18th, 1920, aa pub­
li1hed in th~ "llallufacturera Record" February 22 
1923, whioh wu reprinted in the "Congreeeional 



Reoord" on February 23rd, 1923, and again on Feb­
ruary 28th following, pages '632 and 4868, in ao­
oord 11ith the request• of Senator Eugene F. La.dd 
and Senator Fr&Jlk R. Godding, 11hioh, having read 
I 11i1h, aa a m&tter of record, to quote Senator 
Ladd 1 a remark: a 11hioh appear on Page 4370, of the 
"Congreaaional Record", February 23rd, 1923, 
which 10 ably 1ub11tantiate what I have endeavor­
ed to convey in my toriner letters. He said:-

I t.111 :fully jU1titied in stating that the 
peak: of offioial perfidy and financial iniquity 
11a1 reached when the Federal Reeerve Syetem 11a11 
imposed upon the AJnerioan people by the 11orld' 11 
investment bankers. For defeating the very 
purpoee its eponeore publicly claimed for it, 
it oan not be matched. It wae an unpardonable 
national orille. The few redeead.ng trait• that 
it poeeeeees are rendered nugatory by what its 
originator, Paul ll. Warburg , styled in an ad­
minietrative way. Through the notoriouely 
di1honeet manipulations of this infamous system 
the purohasing p011er of the farmers of tho 
country has been deflated t1a,ooo,ooo,ooo in 
a single year. lfhen 110 atop to consider that 
there are 6,500,000 :1'arm11 in the United Statea 
employing 13,000,000 11111n, we at once realiie 
that the farmer is the largest employer of 
labor in the country. He produces all our 
food and clothing and pays Dllarly 60 per oont 
of the freight ohargee, in the oapaoity ofpro­
duoer and oonaumer. Every farm i1 a producing 
and oonSUllling plant. Juat think: of the pro­
digious amount of supplies that are ooneumed 
in the aggregate by the .farmers of tho United 
State a: Threahing maohiou, reaper•, rak:ea, 
bindora, traotors, 111re fencing, tiles, in 
short, farllling machinery and implements of all 
kinda, building naterial for hoMs, barns, and 
outhouses, fruit trees, fertilizers, plants 
and 1oore1 of thinga these 11ill suggeet. 

"N011, it ie plain aa a geoMtrioal axiom, 
that juat ill proportion ae you reduce the pur­
ohasingpo11er of the ft.rm11r in the ee.mo propor­
tion you diminish the prosperity of the 'Nation. 
In the faoe of these indieputable faota is it 
not a burning ahallli!I, tantamount to a national 
aoandal that the time of Congro111 should be 
11aeted and tri tterod a11&y ooneidering euoh an 
iill.qui.tous measure (ship sub1idie1--Ed.) ae 
the ODii under consideration while the 11orking 
farmer 1e p111hod into irredeemable bankruptcy 
by the foroe of unjust la•e and diaholllllst and 
inefficient adJninistration of 0th.ere. 

"Can you 1-gine aeything more oruel and 
meroileaa than the foreclosure of a farm 1110rt­
gage that roba illdu1tr1oue, tbritty, peaceable 
oountry-lcrring, law-abiding Amerioan oitizene 
ot yeara of 11eary toil, to turn over to 11111n 
11ho DllTer perfor111ed a d&y1 1 labor, produced a 
dollar 1 e 11orth of weal th, rendered &Jl¥ u1e:ful 

aervioe to eooiety, 11ho have do11111 nothing, 1n 
faot, to aid the advancement of a true civili­
&ation or to furnieh the 11l1ghte1t pretext for 
their own existence. To compare them to para­
sites that fatten on other organiema 11culd be 
doing injuatioe to tho parasite, as the latter 
do not intimidate, diaorilllinate, or deoeive 
their prey; they aro vB.1Dpire11 that 11ith ruth­
leea indifferenoe extract the vory lifeblood 
of their holple111 victillla. 

:5. 

"According to John Skelton lfillit.11111, for­
Mr Comptroller of the Currency, tho earning• 
ot a lifetime 11ere turned aver to theae mod­
ern Shylooka through the unexpeoted and 11holly 
unneooaaary deflation ot the currency by the 
faithle1111 and meroileae oonnivanoe of officials 
of the Federal Reserve Syetem. These public 
offioiale, although supported by the people 
and supposed to aerve them in a public oapa-
oi ty, have no interest in tho general 11elfare, 
no sympathy for the toiling maaeee, but are 
entirely devoted to tho predatory privileged 
intoreats. Their insatiable rapacity, if al­
lC111ed to continue, ia bound to wreok the Gov­
ernment, ae they already haTO 11reoked mollllltary 
and tranepor ation ayatell\8 and our most pro­
ductive induetriee, and eventually retard and 
then turn baok our civilization as other oiv­
ili~ationa have been turned back in tho past 
by tho very same causes, for a civilization 
that concentrates enormoue wealth in the hands 
of those who have not produoed it and tak:ea it 
from those who have, D1Ust inevitably evolve 
disorder and bring disintegration. The dangers 
that monaoe ua are the natural and \novitable 
result of the kind of legielation 11e are no11 
considering. All our induetrial progress and 
:naterial ach1evel!l9nta have not brought the 
benefits, advantages, and bleninga 11hich our 
Creator intended them to bring, beoauae 11e have 
permitted the predatory privileged intereets to 
impose upon ua laws to enrich themselTea, at 
the expense of the real 11oalth producers of 
the Nation. The appalling decline of the pur­
ohaaing p011er of the fannor, resulting from 
the rapid and unwarranted decline in the priooe 
of farm produce is evidently the ohief oauee 
of the depreaeion, 11bioh started 11ith the baaio 
industry, 0011111unicated itaelf to every other 
branch of the indultrial organization, oauaing 
a dislocation of the various parts of the 11hole 
intricate netllork of produoticn. The rapid 
deoline of prioee of farm products, 11hich so 
diminished the purchasing p1711er of the six 
and one-half million farinere, 1howed 1teelf in 
the deolilllll of effective demand for m&nUfact­
ured articles and other producta of industry, 
resulting in the closing of milla and factor­
ies or their being operated at a small percen­
tage of their oapaoity. Injuatioe to the far-
11111r ill the pri-rr oauae of the unemployment 
of 1111.lliona of men able, 111lling, and anrlou1 



4. 
to work to produce tho thing11 eaeontial for 
tho gratifioation of their own de1iro11 11.Dd 
tho11e of others. The conclusion is irresist­
ible, and from thie oonolusion there ia no 011-

cape, that peaoo and prosperity oan not bo ro­
e11tabli11hed until wo do juatioe to the farmer 
who works tho farm and prevent financial ban­
dit• from farming the farmor who worlce the 
farm. Never before in the history of thie Na­
tion was thoro such an urgent de~ for hon­
e aty, intelligence, and courage on tho part cf 
tho people' a repr1 Dttntatives as there ia at 
this very moment. Their rosponaibility to tho 
pooplo in this groat emrgonoy 1's grave and 
serious." 

••• 
Rocalling that this malevolent financial cor-

morant we.a insidiously gra1'ted upon the laws of 
tho Nation by a Hamburg Jew, Paul lloritz Warburg 
who was aided in tho formulation of tho atrocity 
by another Jew, SalllUel UnteJ'lllYOr 9.Jld that, sinoe 
its ortation, the Federal Reserve System haa 
conolu11ively 11hown itself to be a terrible men­
aoe ·to our very o:xiatenoo, an eno~ to Chrietian 
~ivilization, it would seem that there auat have 
been termites at worlc in Congress, else, in view 
of the evidence, it would not have been perlllittod 
tc continue its plundering of tho Nation. 

Tho horde of Jowa whioh have inoreuingly 
1111ar1110d into government poate; a Jew Seorotary of 
the Treasuryi a Jew Governor of New York; a Jew 
"unoffich.l President:" a Jcrw A11111at&ut to the 
Secretary ot the Treasury; a Jew Aeeietant Soo­
rotary; a Jew Toohnioal Ae11iet&nt; a Jew Aaei•­
te.nt ColllJlli11eiocor; a Jow Dirootor of Roaoaroh and 
Statistios1 a Jow A11iata.nt Oireotori a Jew epoo­
ial A1111i11tant u.s. AttorllllyJ a Jew Chief, Divis­
ion of Aooounta; a Jow Chief, Division of Boole• 
keeping; a Jow Chief Counsel, Customs Buroaui a 
Jew Medical Director, Public Health; two Jews 
on tho Supreme Court Benoh; Jews in tho u.s. 
Circuit Court and Dietriot Courta; Jew• in the 
State Department and tho Secretary married to 
tho daughter of I11ac Witz, of S~unton, Va.1 
Jews in the Department of Labor; Jcn1e in the De­
partment of C®lllleroe; Jews in tho Departmont of 
Agricul turo I Jowe in the Department of tho In­
tori or; Jews in the DepartlllClnt of Justice 1 Jews 
in the Public 'ft'orka Adll\1.nistration; Jew1 on tho 
Social Security Boardi Jewe on the National La­
bor Relations BoardJ Jews 1.n tho Tonne1100 V&l­
•ey Authority1 Jews in tho Work• Progre111 Adlllin­
i.tration1 Jews in tho Railroad Retirement Ad­
m1n111tration1 Jowa in tho Central Statietioal 
Board; Je•11 in the Federal Roeorvo1 Jns in the 
Fodoral Roeorvo Banlc•1 Jew• in the Farm Credit 
Adll\1.niatration; Jew• in the Civil Service Com­
miuion; Jowa in the National Emergency Co\llloil1 
Jowa in tho Buainua Advisory Council. Dopar~ 
nwnt of Commaroo1 J11111 in tho Tariff Co-1.uion; 
Jew• in tho D1plo111at10 Servioo: Jn• in the Fed­
eral Em9rgenoy Adlllin111tration of Public 1forka1 
J-• in the CollllllOdity Credit Corporation: Jew• 

in tho Federal Emergency Relief Administration; 
Jews in tho Soionoo Advisory Board; Jews in tho 
Federal Alcohol Control Admin11tration1 Jows in 
the Priaon Induetrioe Reorganization Administra­
tion; JO'W11 in tho Fodoral CollUllUDioationa Commis­
sion; Jew• in tho Government Printing Offioo; 
Jews in tho Gonaral Aooounting Office1 eto. oto. 

••• It ii not far from the truth to say that u 
JO"lls have inoreaeingly inailluatod themaelTee into 
our &ff&ira. particularly ainoo the Wilson Ad.min­
ietration, 10 has the national welfare d11intog­
rated, gono .from bad to 11orse, till our State 
now appro:ximatoe that whioh tho Jews had entailed 
upon Germany before the 1tdVent of Hitlur. Jew­
i•h authority a11111roe ue that it 11aa Zion111t 
inf'luenoo brought to bear upon Proeidont Wilson 
by Louie DombitE Brandoie, which betrayed the 
lfation into the World War. Riobard B. Edmond• s 
editorial, in the "lla.nui'aeturora Rooord," or 
February 22nd, 192~, roToaled the aoorot plot­
ting ot Federal Ro11orvo offioiala and the con­
spiracy to dotlato national prosperity. While 
the whole pioturo of Jtn1ieh depravity and rapa­
oioua plundering of tho non-Jew throughout the 
entire globe u it orlats today was o:av111aged, 
prophoeiod not only in tho "Protocols of tho 
Learned Elders of Zion," publiehod in 1906. but 
aleo by an international Jew in 1919, ae narrat­
ed by Camto do Saint-Aulairo, Fronoh AJnbauador 
to Great Britain, 1920-1924, IUI followe: 

""1v are the New York bankore, along with tho 
Genan General Staff, tho roeponaiblo authors of 
the Ru••ian reTolution? Are they o fortiori the 
author• or all reTolutiona, sinoo for them, in 
the oontliot between the intoro1t1 ot their own 
country u,u it eoome their individual intoroeta 
on tho one eido, and tho revolution on tho other 
aide, it 1a the revolution whioh wiruiT Tho sol­
idarity of faith wbioh obtaina between the Iill'll 
Torie: b&nkera and the bolahevbt loaders and the 



feelings inspired amongst tho Je-wa by their euf­
feringe in Czarist Ruaeia are not a euffioient 
explanation of thie paradox. The paradox i a not 
a m;yatery. 

"If it i a to be regarded aa a ZQYetery, tho 
key oomoe to ue ot ita o•n aooord, even when tho 
guardians of the temple do not surrender it. I 
inet one or them at Budapest in 1919, a few daye 
al'ter the fall of Bela-luhn, driven out by the 
RoUlll81linn &l"IJ\Y• The oapi tol or Hungary, being 
nn excellent baae for the oonqueat of Central 
Europe by the bolaheviete, had beool!lll the Gener­
al Headquarters. A few of the moat elllinent 
etrategiate of the revolution had installed them­
aelvos in Budapest undor oover ot oommeroial, 
!'inanoial and even hwn&nitarian missions. Mis­
ery and famine were tho ravaging all tho Danu• 
bian oountriea. Tho m&jority ot the bolshevists 
had rel!ll\ined at their posts after the ocoupation 
of tho town by the Roumaniana. To avoid protest 
fro• the Surreme Council which we.a then in ses­
sion in Parie, the liberators of Hungary had not 
~xpelled these atrategiata of the revolution. In 
this &.t'fair all the thunders of the Counoil wore 
reserved, not for the bolsh~sta. but for the 
Roumanian gendarmerie who by suppressing thia 
oentre of bloody a.narohy had eavod in spite of 
itself, Western Civilization, in that part or 
Europe. In the following yur Poland waa to 
eave Weetern Civilization a aeoond time by dri­
vingbaolc the Soviet hordee. The preuure ex­
erted on Rownania, first to prevent her trom 
oooupy1ng Hungary, then to oompel her to evaou­
ate it bofore Bungary•s oomplete restoration to 
health, in oaee ahe rotuaod to obey tho Supreme 
Counoil, wont aa far ae a threat to regard aa 
null and void tho undertaking of the allies, 
aubjeot to whioh Roumania had entered the war 
agaiW1t the Central Powore. General Smuts, tho 
aelegate trom South Afrioa on tho Supreme Coun­
oil, waa oven ohargod with a apeoial mission to 
Bela-ltuhn, •ho, though an eneniy of the allied 
nations, out a figure as the ally of their gov­
erDmenta agaiMt another allied nation. Let us 
observe that if tho League u yet no offioial 
oxietonoe--it wae tho treaty of Versaillea that 
was to be its birth oortifioate--it was already 
obligingly oonatitutod for this oooaaion and Was 
tunotioning eeorotly. It De even then trying 
out its pcnrerft agaill8t Rownania and in favor of 
bolahoviam, in tho ID8JUler of 1920 in faoe of tho 
Soviet attack on Poland. 

•In both orisee tho inspiration oBJlll! from the 
•lllllll sou.roe. In 1919 President Wilson, the mas­
ter of the Supreio& Council, the godfather and 
the father, at any rate by adoption, or the Lea­
gue of Nation.a, forced upon tho Supreme Counoil 
that soandaloua par1:iality in favor ot bolahev-
1111. In 1920 even if Wilson had quitted the 
scene tho eame hidden powers ot whioh ho wae the 
inatruinent etill proteoted tho Soviets. The 
situation explain.a how the masked allies of Bela­
Illhn had re111&ined at Budapest al'ter hie defeat 
and how it wae pouible to .. t them at the 

6 
tables of the allied m1111ion11 of wh1oh some of 
th.em wore membera. The fo.ot was very oonventent 
for them and enabled them to aooomplieh their 
othor miaeion. They drank: Tokay with aa muoh 
gusto at allied tables ae at tho table of Bela­
Kuhn, and when they had drunlc more Tokay than 
the ohildren who were their offioial proteges 
had drunlc of milk, their tonguoe wore looaened. 
A nUlllber of Jewish revolutionaries who had been 
expelled from Hungary wore there a:tter the Arm­
ietioe. They wore J.Joarican uniforma. Their 
report• to Wilson inspired tho policy of the Su­
preme Council in central Europe. I have retain­
ed in my momory the oo:avor•ation ot ODe or theee 
augurs "hoeo table neighbour I was at one of 
those interMtional dinners which are the boat 
school byt the moat dangerous reef for diplomAc) 
He had bocome a director of a groat New York 
b~, one of those whioh wore financing tho bol· 
eheviat revolution. He was not, howovor, "fixed 
to the ground like a strong box", e.11 Louie Phil­
ippe said of Casimir Perrier. On tho oontrary, 
be had intolligonoe in hie apeoiality and a 
roadiNJsa to make any effort to reach higher re· 
giona. Like a good Oriental hie 1peeoh wu 
couched in illl8gory to which hie active mind gavt 
an intellectual development. A fellow gueat ha., 
asked him bow it was possible for high finance 
to proteot bolaheviam, a ayatom hostile to that 
DIOVable property whoso exiatenoe ia necessary 
for tho banking industry, and aleo riohee which 
are represented by land and buildings, not o.ecea 
sary for bo..nking. Our friend who '118111 th.on at 
the head or a mission for feeding those who wer• 
without broad, swigged off a big glass of Tokay 
paused for n moment, taking a pull at his enor­
mous cigar which had coat fivo golden franoa anc 
then enid:-

"Those who are astoni1hed at our alliance 
with the Soviets forget that the nation of 
Israel ie the most nationalist of all peoples, 
for it ie the most ancient, the moat united, 
and the moat exoluaive. They forget that it• 
nationaliam ia the moat heroic because it has 
euatainod the moat terrible pereecutiona. 
They forget that it ie also the purest nation­
aliaa, aiDOe it is the moat spiritual; it has 
existed through the oonturiea in spite of all 
obetaoles without IIlY territory to give it 
strength. Like tho pnpacy, it ia eoumenioal 
and spiritual. But ite eyea are turned toward 
the future rather than the paet and ita king­
dom ia of thie world. 

That 1a why it 11 tho salt of the aarth, 
yet it is, as they aay on the boulevard•, •le 
plus deuale• of nationaliema, whioh wans 
that the world deoanta it and deepoilll it," 

••• 
Aa a few of the gueata reoeived the lut 

statement 1'ith an irrepreuible ad.le, tbe sage 
of Zion replied with this o~nt: 

"When I say "deepoil1," I 11111an that ti. 
wine of our nationaliu 1a the most dri1*able 
in the world: it haa the timat bouquet, and 
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the nations of tho world absorb it with the 
greatest ease, with delight a.nd without a head­
aoho in the morning. But to return to the sub­
ject of salt, do you know the saying of the 
men who salt cod fish? I picked it up on the 
fishing grounds of Newfoundlt.nd. Hero it 18: 
•Too lllUCh salt corrodes moat, too little lets 
it rot.• The precept can with justico be ap­
plied both to tho hwnan mind and to the peo­
ples of the earth. We Jews apply it wieely, 
ae it should be applied, salt l)eing the emblem 
of wisdom. We mingle it disoreetly with the 
bread that inen consU111111. We administer it in 
corrosive doses only in exooptione.l caaet, 
when it is neoeseary to get rid of the debris 
of an immoral part, as in the oaee of Czarist 
Russia. That gives you a partial expla.nation 
why bolshevism finds favor in our eyes: it ie 
a.n admirable salting tub in whioh to corrode 
and destroy and not to preserve. But beyond 
and above this particular instance wo are in 
communion 11ith llarxiem in its purest form in 
the Intern.atio118l; in othor words, with our 
religion, becauue it is the weapon of our na­
tionalism, in turn defensive and offensive, 
buckler rutd sword. You will say that Mar~-
iem is the very antithesis of capitalism, 
which is equally saored to ue. It is pre­
cisely for tho reason that they are t he direct 
opposite of one another, th4t they put into 
our hands tho two polos of this plllllllt and 
allO'll us to be its axis, These two contraries 
like bolshevism and ourselves, fi.nd their iden­
tity in the International. Thoee oppositee 
which are at the antipodes to one 11.nother in 
society and in their doctrinee meet again in 
the identity of their purpose a.nd end, the 
remaking of the world from above by the con­
trol of riches, e.nd from below by revolution. 
For oenturiee Israel has been segregated from 
Chrietianity, thrust into the ghetto to exhib­
it to the faith!'ul what is oalled the evidence 
of the anoient law, in a hUDliliation whioh 
they declare to be the punishment for the crime 
of slaying God. A.nd thie fate saved us and, 
through us, will save hwnanity. In this way 
11e pruerved our genius and our divine min­
ion. Today it 1a we 11ho are the true faithful. 
Our mission consists in pro11Ulgating the new 
law and in creating a God, that 18 to say in 
purifying the idea of God e.nd realizing it 
when the time shall 00111111. Tio shall purify that 
idea by identifying it 11ith the nation of Is­
rael, which has beoome itu cnwn Meui&h. Tho 
a~ent of it will be faoilite.ted hy t he final 
truumph of lsrael. In thess ideaa we find 
our New Testament in whioh we reconoile kings 
and prophets as David the prophet-king and 
the king- pr ophet united then in his own person. 
We are kings that the prophecies may be ful­
filled, and we are prophets , that we may not 
oeaee to be Icings.• 

Then the 'king- prophet ' drank another glass 
of Tokay. A skeptio raised this objection: 
"Don' t you risk being the martyrs of this Mees­
iah whose prophets and apostles you are? For 
though your nation.aliem may be despoiled, it 
also soinetiinee despoils other ~tiona , If you 
despise riohes you do not disdain them alto­
gether, ae a means not of enjoyinent but power. 
H011 is it possible for the triumph of the Univ­
ersal Revolution, the destroyer and denier of 
oapitaliem, to prepare the triumph of Israel 
which is the sacred ark: of this same capitalism?" 

"I am not ignorant of the fact that Jero­
boam spread the cult of the Golden Calf from 
Dan to Bethel, and that Revolution is, in our 
days, tho chief priestess of this cult and the 
most diligent provider of its tabernacles , If 
the Golden Calf is still standing, ite lllOst 
comfortable pedestal is undoubtedly tho tomb 
of empires. In the first plaoe, revolution is 
never anything but the displacement of privi­
leges which arise from wealth. It 1e not the 
creation of riches, nor even their exploita­
tion which feeds tho Golden Calf, it is above 
all else the mobilization of wealth, the soul 
of speculation, which feeds it. The more 
frequently wealth changes htlnds, the more of 
it reroain.e inour hands. l'ie are the brokers 
who receive oomrnisaions on all exchanges, or 
if you prefer the exprsaaion, we are the toll­
gatherers who oontrol the crossways of the 
world and oolleot e. tax on all movements of 
that woe.1t h which is •e.nonymous and vagabond•, 
whether such movements are from country to 
country, or are the osoillation.e of mark;et 
prices . To ~he oalm and monotonous song of­
prosperity we prefer the paesione.te voioee, 
raised in turn, of a rise and fall in mo.rk:ot 
values. There is nothing like a revolution to 
exoite them, unless it is a war which is also 
a revolution. Then &gain revolution enfeebles 
nations and puts them in a oondition in 11hioh 
they oa.n l ee.et resist foreign enterpriseu. The 
health of our Golden Calf calls for the sick­
ness of certain nations, those whioh are in­
capable of developing themselves by their own 
efforte. On the contrary, we are in close 
aaeooiation with the 17eat modern State• auoh 
as France, England, al!d tho United States, 
Italy, etc., who aro represented at this table. 
They h&vo entertained us with generoue hospit­
ality &nd with them we collaborate for the 
progress of civilization. On the other ho.nd, 
let ua take, for example, Turkey before the 
liar , "the sick man of Europe, " as the diplo­
mata used to say. Thia 'sick man• was neoos­
aary for our health, for ho showered upon u1 
oonoe11ions of all kinda: be..nlc• , minea , ports, 
railways, etc. Th~ whole eoonomio life of 
Turkey wae entrusted to us . we loolced after 
him 110 well , that he died of the treatment, at 
least as far aa Turkey in Europe wa• concerned, 
Loolcing at th1ng11 from the vulgar point of 
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Tin of the aocumulation of wealth for tho pur­
pose of aooomplishing our m11eion. we wa.nted 
t.nether ' dok inan. 1 Th&t need would by itself 
have been a aui'tioient reason, beyond all high­
er ooruiiderationa , tor inooulating pro ... ar Rue­
d a with bolehOVia.11. Ruaeia ii not the siolc 
man ot poet war timoe, lllloh D10ro nutritive to 
ua than t he ottoman Empire and muoh loea able 
to defend itself. Russia ia our new feast . 
It will eoon bo a oorpee and our only trouble 
wi ll be t o oarve it up. 

w1t the other end of the table sat a oo-re­
ligiolliat. He was the •entant terrible• of the 
synagogue and had waited for the psyoholo&ioal 
lllOID9nt to get in hie word. He oried: ' They 
t ake ua ror birds of prey, wo are rather carrion 
birds .• 11 

"Well yes, if you insist, replied the apol­
ogiat tor tho new faith, but please add that 
we are oarrion birds tor tho good of humanity, 
for it• moral heal ;h, just u in countries 
where sanitation and hygiene are in a rudillllln­
t&r)' condition there are other oarrion birds 
tor the pbfaioal health of tho publio. Add 
al10 that our essential dynamism malco1 use of 
tore• • of destruotion and forooa of creation, 
but ueee the fir et to nourish the aeo ond . 'What 
l~ed were oountrios like pre-war Turkey, pre­
_.,. Ru11la and even pre-war Hungary with its 
teudal regilllO and i ta latif\lndia 1 They were 
~alyeed limbs which spoilt all movements of 
the world, They wore rather olots of blood 
ln t he oirculation of Europe which might bring 
about it1 death by obliterating ite vital 
blood n11ele . By d1111olv1ng them we restore 
tbea to the ourrent of blood circulating thru 
tbe whole body. If, in tho oourae of tho op­
•raticpa, a few drops of this liquefied blood 
are edatterod, why should we disturb ourselves? 
I t 11 a paltry price for an ilnmenae benefit. 
One ot our ooUIItrymen has eaid that wo, aa a 
people, are an organir.ed majority. Another he.a 
1aid that we are rovolutionarie1 because we are 
ooneervora of oureelvoe. In the ma.natomont of 
t be lew World wo give proof of our organization 
both f or revolution and ooneervatiam. OUr or­
ganisation for revolution i1 evidenced by de­
struotive bolabovism and for oonatruction by 
t he cr eation of tlul League of Nations, which 
i e a lso our work. Bolshevism ie the acceler­
ator and the League ia the brake on the meoh-

anisaa of which - suppl7 both the .ntw 
force aDd the guiding power. What h tile end? 
It h already dotenid.ned by our mi.anion. Is­
rael ie a aynthetio and bomogeneoue nation. It 
ie fonaed ot element• scattered throughout t}l( 
whole worl d, but caat in the flame of our fait 
in ourselves. We are a League of Nations whic 
contains the elements of all others. It 1e 
thia /aot whioh qualifies ua to unite the na­
tione around ua . 11'0 are aoouaod or being t he 
agont wbioh diaaolvee them. It 1e only at 
points which are 1.mpervioue to that eynthea1a 
ot natural elemonta, ot whioh oure 1a both the 
example aDd the meane , that we act as a diaaol 
vent. 11'0 do not brollk tho aurfaoe oxcopt to 
awaken in t he deptha bolow the a..ffinitiu •hie 
do not yet reoognir.e oaoh othor. We are not 
the greatest oo~n diviaor of the nationa ex· 
oept to beoo1111 their greatoet 0011111Dn tederator 
Iarael ia tho mioroooam and the germ ct the 
City ot the Future. " 

••• 
That our Chief Eii:eoutivo 1a wholly in accord 

with the Tallll\ldio design of world conquest, eo 
vividl y pictured in the foregoing quotation, 
there can be little doubt, inaamuoh as about t he 
aame time tho N. Y. T111111 , August 13th, 1920, 
reported hi.II aa stating, in a Milwaukee apoech, 
that tho opponents of the League of Nation• were 
"e. ha.nd!ul of or ooke." Furthermore, as Pre1i­
dent of the United European Imutors, Ltd., 
whioh dealt in fluotue.ting foreign mon1e1, aJld 
hie aotivitiee in oonneotion with the Cameo 
holding corporation, he evinced a trond which 
ha• uniquely characterized the Jewish raoe; 
aoownulating aa diatinguiehed from produoing. 

The i nsincerity and the rad1oal conflict be­
tween profession and pertonnanoei the mor e abun­
dant life, dr iving the money-changers from t he 
Temple, etc. eto.; the vitriolic attacks upon 
corporate wealth, are all manifestly fraudulent 
attempts to aootho the people into a hypnotic 
apathy while that imperial o.nd supreme Holding 
Corporation, the Federal Reserve, inaidiou1ly 
aapa our llf.tion to toed the Goldon Calf. The 
malignant , lethal Federal Reserve with it• rogi• 
111111nt of Jews to protect it, may well be the in­
citing cause ot such a wave of anti-Talmudiam 
ae to entail the expulsion of tho entire parasi• 
tio swarm, acs hoa boen the caae in Germany. 

Very truly youre, 
K. 11'. Rogere . 

Deutscher 
WECKRUF und BEOBACHTER 
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THE AGE OF BRONZE 

Or turn to sail between thoeo shirting rooks , 
The Nell Symplegades - the cr ushing stooke, 
1'here Midas might again his llish behold 
I n r eal pnper or imagined gol d. 
That magic palace of Aloin& showe 
Moro wealth than Britain ever hnd to lose , 
Were all her atoms of unleaven•d ore , 
And al l her pebbles from Paotolus • shor e . 
There Fortune plays , while Rumor holds the stake , 
And tho world trembles to bid brokers break. 
How rich is Britain! not indeed in mines, 
Or poaoe or plenty, corn or oil , or wines; 
No land of Cane.an, full of milk e.n.d honey, 
Nor (eave in paper shekels) ready money: 
But lot us not to own tho truth refuse , 
YiAS EVER CHRISTIAN LAND SO RICH IN JEWSI 
Thoee parted wi~h their teeth to good King John, 
And no~, ye king•11 they kindly dr~w your own; 
All states, all things, all soveroigna they control, 
And waft a loan "from Indus to the polo, " 
The be.nicer - broker - baron - brethren, speed 
To aid those bo.Llcrupt tyrants in their need. 
Nor theao alone: COLUMBIA FB~;LS ?IO LESS 
FRESH SPBCULATIONS FOLLOll' EACH SUCCESS; 
And philanthropio Isr ael deigllll to drain 
Her mild percentage i'rom exhausted Spain. 
Not without Abraham' s seed oan Russia inaroh; 
•Tis gold, not stool, that roars tho conqueror ' s arch. 
Two Jews, a ohosen people, c~n oomma.nd 
In every realm their scripture- promiaod land:­
Two Jows k:oop down the Roll\8.ll.IJ , and uphold 
The accursed Run, more brutal than of old. 
Two Jews - but not Sll.l!\llritan•a - direct 
The world, with all tho spirit of their sect. 
What is the happiness of earth to them? 
A congress forms their "Ne• Jerus&lem, " 
Where baronies and or der s both invite -
Oh, holy Abr ahaml dost thou see the sight? 
Thy follo•er o mingling with t hese royal swi ne , 
Who spit not "on their J ewish gaberdine," 
But honor t hem ae portion of the show -
(Whero now, oh pope I 1a t hy for sak:en toe 7) 
Could i t not favor Judah with somo ki cks? 
Or has it oeaeed to "Icicle ag&inst t he prioks ?" 
On Shyl oclc•s shore behold t hem stand llf'reeh, 
To out from nations• hearts their "pound of flesh." 

I 
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A sketch of Representative Samuel Dickstein, undated, from 
the "Dickstein Papers" (box 500). 
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APPENDIX VI 

A photograph of a Bund gathering at one of the Bund 
camps (undated). 
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these persecutions are in mortal fear of the Bund's reaming and enlightening those 
Americans still in tJie dark concfirning the red scourge! These persecutions prove 
definitely that the German American Bund IS the most outspoken and uncompromis­
ing and therefore the most EFFECTIVE Opponent of all Atheistic Subversion in 
the Country today ! 

The Bund is an Organization of American Citizens unequivocally committed to 
the Defense of the Flag, Constitution and Sovereignty of these United States and 
therefore to the Defense of the right and duty to proportionate representation in the 
conduct of the Nation of the more than 100,000,000 Aryan (WHITE GENTILE) 
Americans, as being the ONLY means of preserving the Independence and the 
Christian Culture and Civilization of thi:o our Country! 

The . usual means of informing the Public NOT being at our disposat; more 
and more MASS DEMONSTRATIONS are essential to awaken the Nation! The 
Bund's packed meetings and the record attendance of 35,000 to 40,000 people at 
its affairs at Camp Siegfried and Camp Nordland prove it to be constantly grow­
ing and gaining recognition and support! 

We cordially invite you to participate at our PRO-AMERICAN RALLY and 
George Washington Birthday Exercises at Madison Square Garden on Monday, 
February 20th, 1939, at 8 P. M. Th~ Doo .. s will be opened at 7 P. M. General Ad­
mission 40c, reserved seats 7 Sc and $1. I 0, Tax incl. Tickets obtainable at 178 East 

· 85th St., Room 6, New York City, BUtterfield 8-834 7, 8-8797. 

Free America! 

German American Bund .. --------
·····------------·-··-------· ...... . 

To Manager 
PRO-AMERICAN RALLY 

P. 0. Box 75, Station "K", New York, N. Y. 

I herewith enclose$ ........................ (Cash - Money Order-. Check) 
for which kindly send me: 

........................ GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS ( 40 Cents) 

........................ ARENA TICKETS (75 Cents) 

....................... .RESERVED ORCHESTRA - Rear (75 Cents) 
....................... .RESERVED ORCHESTRA - Front ($1.10) 
........................ RESERVED BOX SEA TS (I. I 0) (9 seats to a ho~) 

l am a D Member, 0 Officer of the ........................................................ ~ ..... . 
Our organization is willing to participate with flags and be listed in the 
Official Program. 

Name: .............................................................................................................................. ; ...................... . 

Address: 

(Please print name clearly) 

,, .· 
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APPENDIX VIII 

The constitution of the German-American Bund as 
in the Congressional Record, Appendix, March 7, 

it appeared 
1939., 

MEMBERSHIP 

PREAMDU: Section 1: Membership In th1s bund Is primarily to all Amer--
- We associate ourselves together to unite all honorable, seriously tcans and prospective citizens of Aryan· blood, of German extrac­
minded, courageous, and unselfish men and women of the Ger- tlon, and of good-reputation. Membership may also be extended to' 
·manic race, loyal and prc>1>pectlve citizens of the United States, other national elements filling the requirements of our membership 
proud of their German blood and treasuring German traditions, application. . 
language. and Ideals of national and Individual liberty, Justice, t£Sectlon 2: An applicant may be admitted to the bund as soon as' 
truth, duty, and absolut.e honesty, Into one great, free, proud, and eceives his membership card, signed and approved by the na-· 
respect-commandlng German-American Bund for the mutual bene- t al leader or his accredited representative. Aclnllsslon to mem-
flt o( the United States of America and Germany. . hip In any local or branch signifies membership In the national 

AIMS AND PURPOSES organization. -
Eectlon 3: Application for membership may be rejected without 

Tile a1mB and purposes of this organization shall be-· .tatlng the reasons for such rejection. 
(1) Above ell, to uphold and defend the Constitution and the 

laws of the United States of America; :tlATIONAL OFFICERS 

(2) To respect and honor the fiag and Institutions of the United SECTION 1. The national convention shall elect a national leader, 
States of America and to cultivate their lofty Ideals; wh,o In turn shall have the power to nominate end with the advice 

(3) To promote good will, lasting friendship, and continued and consent of the national convention shall appoint a national 
beneficlel relations between the United States of America and vice leader, a supervisor of national organization, a national secre­
Oennany; - tary, national treasurer, a public and political relations counsel, 

(4) To defend with all law!Ul means at our disposal the good a 1uperv1Bor of press affairs, and a supervisor of economic develop­
name and honor of our mother country (OermaI).y) ag(jlnst base ment. The otnce of national secretary and national treasurer may 
defamation, willful and poisonous lies, and_ purposeful malice be held by one person. 
eman,_tlng from any ill-wishing, jealous, avaricious, or Ignorant 
l!OUI"ce whatsoever, be It race, people, tribe, clan, nation, w:;socla- DUTIES OF THE NATIONAL LEADER 

tlon, or Individual; against propaganda spread by print, script, or It shall be the duty or the leader to devote his whole tlm1: to 
. mouth, openly or covertly, through books, magazines, newspapers, the. Interests or the Bund. He shall preside at all sessions of the 

leaflets, or merely cowardly rumors; national convention and of the n'\lotlonal execuUve committee and 
(5) To try to bring a better u·nderstand"tng to our American llba1l perform the executive dutl_tS of the Bund when the same 

fellow citizens of the real and undlsputable German achievements ls not In session and shall exercise a general supervision over the 
tn tbe sciences and arts; the German Inventions and contributions alfalrs of the Bund; he may cor:1enc the national executive coni­
toward. the advancement of agriculture, Industry, and commerce; mlttee when deemed neceSISary and shall have authority to call. e. 
.the gi-eat, world-wide, recognized German Institutions of learning; nattonal C<lll~entton at any time _or upon request of the majority 
the German h1gh standard of the various professions, handcrafts, of the department leadeni tr required. He sha)l have pow!l~ to 
and labor; the outstanding German laws and Institutions for the ~ppolnt deputy nattonal cif!lceris to represent ·the Bund; he !hall 
protection and welfare of the country as a whole; the ancient be empowered to adjust all grteVances referred ta him 111 con­
.German Ideals of liberty, justice, honor, and educ_atlon. -- ,_ - -. , "" · - _J. 

(6) To abstain from useless. harmful, and Ignoble propaganda 'rorm1w with this constltutloni he shell Interpret all laws relathJ8'.' 
and Incriminations of every kind. . · to. the Bund and shall decl.de all controversies and appeals rete~, 

(7) To act at all times, everywhere, and under all conditions, as to'hlm by 1ocal units or members thereof. Such dec!Blon sl\all .,. 
straightforward, courageous, just, and honorable descendants of the fine.I unless reversed by the national inquiry and arbltratlpn board 
Germanic race, setting an example of blameless conduct, thereby at their first meeting after such decisions shall have been rert~ere4.' 
creating an atmopshere of genuine good will toward the German He shall grant and sign all charters emanating from the. Ul)d, 
people and their government. and shall be jointly responsible with the national treasurer tor, 

(~) To work incessantly and courageously for the fundamental the disbursements of all funds from the treasury of the Bund;: 
right of ev~ry civilized nation to tend to Its ~wn business of self- he shall supervl™:_ the o!llclal publication and the management of 
government without Interference from outsiders. - the economic development; he shall organize, or cause to be cirgap­

- (9) To cooperate freely and wtlllngly with all persons. of good lzed all local units and shall have power to call local. wllt meeting 
will to promote mutual understariding- and friendship among and' convene local units and may pres!de at any regular or special 
nations and for an honorable peace among mankind. · - meeting of local units; he shall have power to suspend 0~ remoYe_ 

(10) To keep our bund clean of heart and mind, banning all any district or local unit o!llcer for sufficient cause; subject, bow-, 
selfish Inclinations, and to stand unwaveringly for our own as well ever to· the right of appeal of such district and local unit ofticel' 
as the welfare of our fellow citizens. ·as herein provided; he shall have the power to s~pend or remove_ 

(11) To be and remain worthy of our Germanic blood, our Ger- any department leader or any member of the national exequtlve 
man motherland, our German brothers and sisters, and to cultivate committee by and with the advice and consent of the Il!aJat'itJ 
our German language, customs, .and Ideals, and to be upstandlngly of the national executive committee for a sufficient cause; subjett, 
proud of these principles. - however to the right of appeal of the aggrieved parties to and 8 

(12) To alway~ remember that only In unity there Is strength, fair he~ing by the national Inquiry and arbitration board./ _BE 
and that, If firmly united, we shall be of real value and a cf.eslrable shall also have the right to suspend any member from membership 
and respected class of law-abiding citizens of the United f_;tates of pending filing of charges and hearing on such charges as here· 
America. u--lnafter provided. 
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A cartoon that appeared in the Deutscher Weckruf (n.d.). 
Translat1ona Congressman Dickstein, you are the first 
uncle; you have the whole package of Nazi forbidden 
food during Passover. You know what to do with them 
( 11D1ckste1n Papers," box 497, folder 45). 
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