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PJU.FACE 

l.!1 thl· Fn ll of l !J7.l I \\':ls c all ed v1011 lo offici :l lc :tl my f'irst fu1w ral 

su1Tic1.:. i\ly immudi :lle l'l':tcl ion w:tR a na ive l'nlhus iasm . \\'hen J bq~:•n to 

w r ilc thl' t'll lOb'T f \\':tS 0\'1.!rCOll1L' by :l g-ripping' 1-l'llSt: nf fear. l fc.:Jt incompdt.:nl 

nncl unworlhy. I a5lwd mysc..Jf: "f low clo I prepare a 1..•ulo:..'1' '!" Thl' c:-:peril'm.:c 

left ils m:irk on me . Perhaps uncon5ciousl~· , J>l' t' h:1ps not, 1 c hose tht• eulo~,\ 

as lhl' topil: of my lhl'Si l" . I w:in ltJd Lo kno\\' :ill that I l'Oltltl about the form :i.ntl 

contunt of LhL· l'Lllng·y. 1L i s my hope th:tl nnL' d:iy a student rablJi, fact·d wi th 

a ''c:h:tlll'n;,;L·'' 1> intilar to mine, wi ll find solavc: :incl in s ll'l1C'1io11 from m~· work. 



I wish LO t:Xpn.:ss my d<:l'Jl ·1pprcciation ln my Thel>i s ,\dv isor , Profosso1· 

Arthur :-.1. Lt:s lc·y, who l{ttVc of him~df nnrl of his valuable! linw in a m:11U1 c r 

t'1.00 l:L'tin~ the sens il ivc and conce1·11t:u individual he is . From ltim f k:.1111 cd Lo 

<lpp1·0.:eialc the v;1 lue of 1.·nl·oura~vmcat, Lhc drtuc of paticm·c, :ind Lhe inlt.-grit~· 

of sc.;ho l:ir s hip. 

I wish to ~ll so thank my 1·oommatl·, H:1blJi 1\larvin Gmss. \\'ho spent a lmost 

:1s much lim0 ;inti c.: 1wr~y on m y lhu;o; i s :as rli<.l I . Uuri11g rny mr111y moments of 

irus tr:Hion lw o l:l'l:r cd me suppo1t and wis ~ ins lnil.!lion . J :i m p routl to ha\'l' 

s hnrcd my labor with s uc h :1 t r usted frkncl . 

:\ly :tpprt:ci:ilion is a lso \.!Xlt·ncled 10 the library :-.l:lff or the Coll~c -

lnstitule i11 :\cw Yo1·k \\ho gc.11t•rous ly and \\':lrm ly ass if;lcd Ill<' th1·ou~hout Lh~ 

\\Tiling of this s tu rty . 
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INT H.OD UCT ION 

Of the many demouds facing the rabbi toc.l:iy, none is morn cha1lcui,riul{ 

to h.is role as spiritual kaclcr than his responsibility to oCfici:..itc :it ilw ftuieeal 

ser vice. As the oITicial reprcs ent3tivc of Jutlaism, Uic rnubi must inter pret 

tbe occasion of death to bring eonsolatiou to the mourno rs . F urthe rmore, be 

must justify to a ll present lhc conliu.· ..:d flCQ.d for f:lllh; fa.ilh in tbc noble 

destiny of Ute liv ing, uncl faith in the continued providence of the Oiviuc who, 

according lo traditional b1.:lief, must inspire the living . Given tlw a\\·esomc 

task of preparing a s uitable.: an<.l clf-.;ctive funeral 01·atio11 (eulogy ), the mo<.lc rn 

l'aiJIJi ins tinc tively turns lo his tradition for sust1.:nancc: amt 1.:<lification. When 

hu docs he will discov<.:r :\ most inadequate body qf lil<.!t':ll:ure in English which 

dist:us s-.;s the fo r m :ind content of t.h1.: -.;uloh'Y. 

] 

A review of the sccoud;1ry litcrritue1.: \\'di.ten on the l:Ulogy will ilJustr alc 

Llw pt·oblem . Scholal's h~we almost exclus ively studied Uw. eulogy in i t::; h.i.stori­

cnl dcvulopmcnt as n prcsc:t·i bcd mou rn.ing obscrvancu. 
1 

Tlwse scholars note 

Biblic::iJ ancl Talmudic rufcronccs lo the uulogy as n mourning cusLoru s urr otmcl­

ing ihL' death of n s~c or suhol::tr. They point t.o the Shulchau Aruch :is the 

major source ror ritual pl'L'St:t'iptions g-ovurning- tht: culoi,•y . The ~hulch::tn 

Aruch SJH.:<.:ifies the n<.:l'cl lo ctllo~izc , the pui1>osc in culog izi11g, the times nud 

pfoccs in which to culo~izc, :ind other proccduni I matten:;, but it docs not pres­

cribL' a particular contunt. or form for Ute c ttlOb'Y • The eulogist wns apparently 

free to draw upon whatever hom.iletical tendit.ion he clcom cd nppropriate in or­

clcr to fulfill Uie rcquiromcnts of th u prescribed riti.tal . 

IL beco:wcs appar<.:nt t.hnt. the eulogy must bu discussed Crom two ilislinct 

per spectives. On the ouc huncl, the eu logy c:lJl be se.:11 as a pr c::;cribcd mou rning 



2 

ritual , to bu performed according to regulations specified in legal literature. 

From Lhis perspective, the eulogy facks tlefi.nition and shape. It remnins n. 

iitual ccrumon..v wit.hout a prcsclibcd ritutll fonn . Ft·om anoth(!r pcrspccli11c, 

the culo!,ry bcccm~s a sii;1illicant hontilctical form , the duvolopmcnt of which. 

i s closely rcl:itod Lo the development of the scr mou. The abstr3.ct ritual pres-

cripliou to eulogize the dcccasecl becomes dc.Cinotl in n homilctical form, follow-

ing homilctical trnditions. 

Scholars h::rve fniled to apprn<.:intc this distinction in thu nature of tl1c 

culo~y nnd h:lvc hence exclusively studied th1.; eulogy ns a pl'l!SC rilJud ril.u:1l 

observancu. There docs not exist in Eng lish auy work wl1ich cx::nnincs U1e 

eulogy as nu occasional ser mo11. Furthermore, few schola1·s of homiletic:'ll 

literatt1rc, writing in nny language, h<Lve aclclrcssed thu s ul>j cct of the eulog;y 

? 
:1s :iu ex::implc of the occ~tsion:.tl sermon. - The eulo:...ry :-is a scnnonic form has 

thus lJccn vittu:i.lly ig1101·ed by nll s ides . 

Thi~ thesi s is a bebriun.ing step towarcts l'ca.ch.iug ::i docpur unc.Jcrst:1mlin~ 

::ind appreciation of the eulogy as :i sermonic form . lt will spcciUcally focl.ls 

ou: The m:ltUJcr in which hal:lchic prescription~ stated in the Shulclwn Aruch 

are rc.:aliz.c<l in the scrrnonic form; the cx1:ent to which the homilctical tradition 

has influcnce>d the formulation of the.; mi.logy; Ll1c uulogy ;:is ::i s0tmo1uc c.'1n·cssion 

of the religious tbotlght of the 1n·cachc1·; the Ctuo1,,ry :is a source r cncctiug the 

historical cnvitonmcnt. of the prwclwr . 

NeceSS!ll1' to this study i s tlll.l sclcctiou of <l plilll::tl'y tc.\.t !:iuitablc fo r 

cxamiualion. Of U1osc eulogies prosorvcd in scrmonic form which reflect 

hn.lach ic pt'C!Scriptious cstablishu<I in legal liternturn , the majoriLy d:'lte from 

the nineteenth centu ry. The nineteenth century was a puri od iu which Jewish 



homiletics s ib'lill'icant.ly tlcvclopecl. IJuri ng Ulis century the: mod<.: ru Jewish 

,, ,, 

sermon grew iu importance :incl became a vital iust1·un11.:nt in transmitting r cli -

giou1; and s ocial ins truction . The cu lo~y, :ls a sc rmouic form, uutloulJtccUv 

was iuilucncctl IJy this inc r eased inLt·rcst in Jc..:wi5h p t·eac h.in;.;-. 

'fhu extent to which the 1u 1wtuenth -coutm·y c u1oi;,•y w:i ~ cons idorcd impor-

tant s ermonic literature worth preserving is inclic:ttc..:d by the fact t ha.t. t·wo 

bibliographic works on U1e eulogy \er e publish cu during thnt pt:riod. Inc ludwd 

in thcs~ bibliog1·aphics were th e names or various i.ndh'idual s who clicd during 

thc n.inc tecnl:h century :.111cl the books in which lhwi1· eul ogies wc1·t: fowu.J. Adolf 

Jdlinek published one of these biblio~rnph.ies in Yicnua , in 1 ~&.t 1 w1<ler th!.! titl e 

Kw1Ln:s ha-;\laspiu. :J The scconu biblio:;r:tphy wni:; published by Bernhard 

Wach i:;tcin. a lso in Vi cnn:i , in l!J~2, tmtlL·r the Litle ~1<1 ftaoh h:t-llcspc<lim . -t 

Among the sources mt·ntioned in W:.ichs ldn 's imkx which were avail:\hl c 

to the pres ent rcscal'che r , one text s tood out n:-. mos t s uitahlt: lo lhc prcscnl 

study. The tc~i, entitled, Tikkl.Ul !:)hclomo, was wrillcn by H. (Habl>i} Dcnj:lm.in 

Solomon Z:tlmau !:)pitie r , an orthodox r:11Jbi ncWvc in \'icnna in the middle of tlw 

nincl ccnth century. Tl.Jc te:-.1:, which consi s t s of Spit:t,cr ' s SCl'mons, novd l::w on 

T<iltnuilic s ubjects , :111d eight lw1cral addL·cssc s was publis hed by his sou-i.n-l:iw 

.Joseph Il:ier Koht:n in l "l!>2. 

Thc:i-c wcl'c ~cvcral reasons why thi s Jnniicul:.ir LcxL was chosen for 

cxamin:i lion . First, Utt· culo~h:s clcil d y r epresent s-.;n11011s delivered upon Lh l· 

occnsi.on of clcaLh . :\lorcovcL", :ts :111 o rlhoclox rabbi committc.:d to hal:tC'h:t , 

!:>pit ic1 wuu lcl he: certain lo satisfy legal prescriptions coneeming the formulation 

of the cu lob'Y• T!us l .:'xt thc n !for <' r cnects th<.; clunl nature of the eulogy: as :l 

p1·usc ribL'CI ln.ountin~ ritual :ind :is il scrmo1lic for m. 



A sucond factor which influcncccl the choice of Tildruu Shclomo was i t.s 

setting, Vi onn:l. During the fatter haU of th o ninetwcnth century, Vicnn:l occu­

pied a lcniling role in the Jc\\ish wol'ld. lioth libcr:tl and orthodox Jewis h 

scholnr s cous reg:itcd in Vienna, the capital oI the Ausfro-Ilw1gari:ln Empire. 

Early Zionist lcaclc1·s helped m:lkt• \ 'iutma the birthplace of political Zionism. 

Duling the latter uinc tceot.h century \"icnu:t thus became a city or g reat J ewis h 

dive r s ity and for this reason pt·oviL·~ S a r ich hls toric:ll and religious sut1ing. 

A third facto1· sug-g-csting the choice of Tild,w1 Shclomo was the promi­

nent inilivitluals Spitzer eulogized in his work. Among the e ight eul ogies ooc 

finds names such :is l\loses i\lontc(ion', Samson H:tfad llirsch, i'. los cs Schick, 

Abraha m and Simeon Sofor , and Hirsch l'allischer, who were among the leading 

Juws of the 1U.notwc.mth centu1·y. 

Sck ctod cttlog,ics preserved in Tikkun Shdomo \\ill ihus Sl!l'"VC ::t.S t.hu. 

primary source for ux:iminillg th e eulogy as a sc1·mo1uc (01·m. Dackgrowul in­

formation " ill first be prcscntl!d on the clUC>ln' :is :i prcsc ribcd mourning olJSl!l'­

vancc . The s tudy \\ill thl!n focus upon s alient ch~u·acicristics of t.bc Jewis h 

sermon. T his wiU cn:tblc the render to l.iettcr appt·cdatc the formulation of 

Spitz.er 's eulogi es :is occasional sc.:1·mvns . Further b:-ickg rmu1cl information on 

the life of R. Solomon Spitzer and on his work i..u Vh:1m:1 will Callow. The s tudy 

will then exnm.inc , in detail, the sd cc-tcd eulogies in Tikkun Shclomo. Some.: 

cliscuss ion will be 111'\.'lit'nt<.:d concerning Spitzer'::; rd:ilions hip Lo the men he 

uulo;.{izvcl . The contwnt of the l!ttlogic.:s will then IJc cx:imiuc<l ns it t·cnccts 

Spitze r's roli~ious, socia l, and politica l U1oug·hto The discussion will :icldross 

the lx1sic LfUCStion: What did Spitzct· s ay in his eulogies and why did he sny it ? 

The final ch:iptcr o( the s tudy will focus upon the eulogy as a homilc tical fo1·m 

iu r e lations hip to Lhc Je;wi.sh sermon. 
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CI-L.\PT EH I 

T HE EULOGY AS 1\ PltESCHIDED RITUA L 013SEllVANCE 

The mouc.::rn term, "eulogy, " del'ivctl from the G re: ck "culogia , " "to 

speak well of, " is lhe common English worcl for Uic liL brl!w ter m • '1 tcSPoD. •• 

The rool, S-P-D, is C0tu1d Uu·oughout the Dible where il iL1<licatcs a wail or 

l ament as au e~qn·ossion of mourl'iU~ over Uiu lk:ld body of a relative or friend. 

Ex:\mplcs of th.is cxprc.:ssion arc: Auraham •s mourning for Sarah (Gen. 23:2); 

Joseph 's moui·11ing for Ja.cob (Gen . 50:10); and further, in Sam. II 1 :12; Kings I 

13:30 ; Jcr . 22 :18; aud J t:r. :H:!i. Simila r in mc~u1ing Lo this C.'\llrcssi on is tlw 

Biblic al term, "KL.~t1ll, "which <lcuotcs a lament of moum.ing, pain or sorrow. 

Biblical nilct·cnct:s to this term :ire: Dnvid 's l::um:nt ovc t' Saul au<.I Jonathan 

(S:uu, U 1 :17) ; Ezekiel 's lament over the King of Tyn1s (Ezck. 2~ :12); and E;,,u-

ki.cl 's lament over U1c Eg)'llti:J.n Pharoah (Ezek. J2:2). The 13iblc a lso inilicales 

a cntcgory of profossi.onal ruoumcrs , l>oth femal e @I t:l\oNl\oT) anti m:ik 

(SoFJJi:\I), who arc called upon to !call the people in lament and in Shi-'Clcting 

tcari; (cf. Jcr. U:lG- 1!>, Ecc. 12:G, Chron. Il 35:25). 

!:iulfic.:icnl schol:irly attention has not Leen given lo the 1·elaLious hip lw-

tween thc two terms, JlcSPelJ and l.\i Nal l. ll is gcncrnlly bcll<.!\'c<l that Lhc 

K.iXall, o\·cr :i p e riod of lime , tlcvdopcd into llw ftuH·t•:il oration known as lhc 

IleSf>eD (culogy) .
1 

Further n:sc:lrch is needed to O"-l)lain LhL' 11nt1.1t·c of Uus 

dcn~lopmcnl; U1c Lim t• at wltil'h the lkSPL·U, a~ a funL'ral adclrcss, lx:came a 

uxcd im; t.ilution ;it. the flUlL•l"a l SCL"\'ic.:c; nml U1c L.'\'OluLio11 of lhc jJOSitious of Uic 

l\lcKoNcNcL ancl th e SoFcD. 

Uy Talmudic times the I iL'SPc D was an accepted custom surroWldini; Ute 
') 

death or a sch0Ja1·, - One is::; uc of debate nmon~ the rabbis was whclhc1· lhc 
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llcSPdJ s hould be considered as a consol:ition to Uic living or ns :in honor to Utl..' 

dc:ido It was c.locicled (San . 4'7a) to cousiclcr it. as ::in honor lo the dead, perhaps 

because t.hc sngcs bdi1.;vecl thnl the deceased was capable of hearing the words 

uttered ovCl' him during lhc lleSPcD (Shab. 1521J) . While the rnbhis clo then 

record nu1ncrous exceq>ts o( funeral addresses a nd cngngL. in some t echnical 

discussion concerltlug tJ1c llcSPcD, lhcy do not tr eat the subject of the ll cSJ'e U 

in u detailed or systematic mann" r . Although U1c (·usl.om to ettlogi7.o the dead 

was roc.: og11i zcd , no ucecl was apparently foll to nrliculatc a s pecific form a11d 

content for lhc nclclrcss . Additional study 1)( U1 e Il eSPcD is ncedc:cl to detcrntlnc 

the va1icty of forms it m:.u1ifostcd th11·:ing U1c Middle Ages . 

The mos t comprehens ive lc~al statement r cgnrrling the llcSJ)<.: U i s found 

in the Slmkb:.i.n Aruch, Yol'ch Den.h ~4-1. . Included in th.is chnpte r an.: twenty 

p11r~1graphs c.lcscribing various lt·clutlcnJ and proc:ctlural mattc1·s rul:iling to th1.· 

lleSJ>eD. The firs t par.igraph contains Uw cmly se rious discussion concerning 

Ute s ubstantive nature of U\c J l eSPcO :is a funeral address. The discussion re­

lates U1at it i s a gn.~nt 1\ lil;r.vah to ddi vcs n ll cSPeD in Uw 1>ropc1· fashion ov l:t· the 

dead. The eulogis l is counsel ed Lo i·:.tisC: his voice :incl speak wo1·tls which hn:ak 

lhc hc:ll't of tho moun1crs in order to encourage tc:ors. The eulogist is also 

dii·cdcd not lo c~ccssivdy cx:iggorate in hi s pi.·:usc nf the dcc·oat'c<l. Concerning 

lhc ccmtcnt of his aclclrcss, the eulogist is inst.ructcd s imply to praise the: noble 

attributes of lhc clepnrtcil. A pious m:tn s hould be prail'l<'<I for his right·cous111.1ss, 

a scholar fo r his \\isdnm. The p:H·n~raph docs not. inc luck:. however, c.liscussion 

of thu fo rm in which su<'11 praise s hould bo dclivcr otl . La ter, the form of pr ai st.: 

i s bri efly dcsc1i1Jcd (pnr. 17) as permitting the ultcr nncc of scriptu ra l passages 

ancl the delivery of a Dt:ras ha (sermon) Lo honor tbc dead. Th.is Oc1·asha, however, 

is not equated ,,·i1J1 the 11<..•!::iPuD. 



0( particular interest to t.h.is invt!sligation is r:tbbinic discussio11 coll­

ccnung UH! ftUJct.ionnl nature of the lleSPL·D. lt will be recalh .. 'tl that the 

ShulchM Aruch (YonJh lkrth :14-l:l) cotmscls the l!Ulo~sl to speak \\'Ords which 

\\'ill occ:-tsion tears :incl wails by lhe mourners. T he r<.':Jhis in the Tulmud n.ud 

in lat1.:r Jewish ti·aclition focused upon the need to :-:h l·d Ll·:trs (Sit:lb. 145G). 

h1 Pale::::tine iL was custom:n·y to begin the lk:'Pel) with th e wo 1·d~: "Weep with 

him, ye who :u·c of d.istrcssecl hwad (;\I . I, . 8:t). ,,:J The occasion of clcmth was 

intoqJ 1· dccJ by the rnhbis as an inilication of Divine jucJgmc:nt. It was Liod who 

w:ts taking lhc life which he had pn.:vious l y given . ::icripturc compar es Uw 

<lc:ith of lhc iightt:0us to a burning (s r:1 f:i) causud by a wr athful God (cf. Le\' . 

8 

10 :G). In Lh 1;; p::1ssag1..• in Levi lieus, the congn:gation is instrncted L(> wail and 

sherl te:trs over God 's clesiruclive jutlgmuni. Thu rnbbis inlc q .>rded such Uivinc 

r etribution n.s an indication of th e 11xistuncc of great sin among the people . 1l is 

l'CConle<I in Shabbal 1 OCia, that if on c brother dies, :1 ll tlw broth i;rs mus t fuel 

troubled ancl examine the ir dcuds in order lo atone f1)r their sin . Accunlini; to 

Toscft.a i\locd "at:.ln (Ch . 11), when ~1 l'ighkous man dius , ail tha con~n.g:1tio11 

must mourn h.is death . Sin :imi dst U1c congrvgalion must be l!.'l Jiatt"cl by uvcr · 

member to rccl.!ivc Divine favor. 

The rabbis, })l'l'h;1ps \\itJ1 an eye to Lcvili<.:us 11):6 ;111d lo Sa mu cl Il 1 :12. 

0ncourat;cd thu shedding of tear s as an instrument of rcpuntancc. l\l occl Katan 

:lG:t s tales : "llc who s h<.:d:; lenrs :Jml mourns ovl·r a worthy m~n, :ill his s ins 

an• foq.~iV{'ll him bocausc of the honor he has done lo the dccc:1scd. " Tear s tlwm -

selves l1vc:.imc :i means lh1·ou~h which to seeJ atonement for sin. This concept 

is furtJ1cr evidenced in :-'hnbb:it 105b: "lle who sheds tear s over a worthy man, 

th e Iloly One lJlessud be Jle eotu1Ls and places them in Jlis sLorohousc. " This 

s tatcmc nl c:om~s as an i11Ll•1·prd:iLion of Psalms 5G : ~J , ''You k<.:llp track of my 



wundcl'ings, You s lon! my tcari; in Ynu1· fl ask, in Your record book. " T he 

r:lbbis seem lo sugg 1.~st that human t.c:u·s , s hod :ls atonl.!mcnt offerings , art: 

colkclcd by God and scrn.: lo i•cmi.nd llim a l a futm·c ti.ml.' (Yom hn-Din) Lo 

bestow i;-oou.ncsi; upon the <'On~rcg:Hion . 

1L is inll.•rcsting lo note th:1t this <.:onccpL o[ s in ::lllcl :·cpcnlancc U1rough 

tears , though not C>..1Jlicil in the !:ihulc.:h:m Aruch text, i s inlimat.c:cl in I.he SC!Ycn­

lc!..!lllh -ccmtury commcnl::iry, IX•' '·r ha-tiol ah , by :\loses lli\·kcs . There the 

rc:tlkr i s directed Lo the prnvlously nolctl discussion in !:!hnbl>al lOGb. The 

cnmmcn~ltor considers the llt:SPdJ to be :1n instnimcnt lhrnugh which to ncc:1sion 

:i1.oncmunl for s in, by shcdcling Lc:irs. IL :1ssunll:s a lunction only implicit in its 

13iblic~l roots . 
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CllAPTER II 

C II.\HACTEH L')TICS or TllE THADITIONAL AND J\IODERN SEIU.10.N 

1\ di s tinction is m:tclc in till! Shulchan Aruch betwcu1 a Ocrns ha (sc:rmnn) 

in honor of tlw eke cased (Yorch IJL'ah 3·1 ·1 :17) anJ Lhe llt:::iPeU as a mourn in ~ 

rHuol which itH:ludcs words of praise an<l lamt:ntat.ion (Yo ruh Ucah :l44 :] ). It is 

mosl clifl'icull to determine wlwr thi::; dis tincLion faded and the Hc:SP cD was 

combined with Llw rtuH:r al sermon to bucom c a sermoni c form . The ll c!) P..:D 

(to be e:i llcd l11,!ncuforth "eul ogy"), :is a Dcr:ish:i upon Uw occtis ion or death , 

c l ea rly l1 ::is been lUlclcr lh o influence or the homlL0lic:tl Lradition . I lomiluticH I 

rul<.:s gon,;1·ning the cons t ruction nnd dl!Uvcry of t he sermon undoubtoclly h:wu 

influuncod the construction anu c.lel i vc111 of the cu lob') .• 

J\ pres upposiLion of th.is s tuc~v is lhe need to underst:tncl Ute eulog-ies o( 

H. . Solomon Spitzer as a s crmoni c form influcncccl by lhc dev ulo1mwnl of lhu 

homilcticnl tr:ldition. The purpose of the present chapter is to present. n blic:f 

overv iew of the Juwis h sermon in its clevulopmc:nl within Uw homilotical Lntdilion 

as uaclq,;rounc.l lo U1 1,.: appr eciation of IL Spi tzcr's eulogies . The iliscussion will 

focus upon th1.: c.;haracle1·is tius of two J>~irticular s ermonic forms: the tracliti c.mal 

Oe1·as ha :11Hl the ninctl!enth-centu1·y "n\oclot•n" Jc\\ish se rmon (call ed Lhe Prccligt 

in Gcrm:1n ). The dis cussion will be prefaced by a br ief n:vi cw of the two 

pion0t:rin~ figures in Lhe s tudy of Jewis h homildics: Luopold Zun1. uncl Is rael 

Ueti:m . 

The c lassic Sl'ho larly work on the lcipi c of Jewis h homil etics is Zun z 's 

(.;ot.lcs<lienstliche Vorlr:1<.:gc tl~r Juden ( 18~J2).1 Zuni 's JlUllJOSC in studying lhc 

history of Che l1omilctic:1l traclilion was to demonstrate the antiquity of Ute 

sermon ai:; a parlicul:ff Jewis h fonn . lli s wot'!.; sp1111s I.he history of homild ical 



dcvc..:lopmcnL from Ull' prophetic ngc lo hi s om1 day . Zunz ignores lhc eu logy 

:ts :t tli slinct hom.ilct.h:al form ~nJ n~!crs lo it only in pnss itlg as :i scrmonic 

form p n !sc1vc.:d in lkb1·cw. 
2 

The majo» schol :i d y work in Englis h on lhc Jt:wis h sermon is Is r ad 

12 

l3cll:1n 's, Studh:s in Jcwi~h Prc:iching. ~ The \\'Ol'k focuses upon U10 "essential 

qu:llitics of lhc sermon as 1n·cachcu i n U1c S)11;1goguc of tJ1 c l'lli<llUc Ages (p. IX)." 

notian pays special tribute to .~•mz, crediting his \ "ortracgc :ts Ute major sou1·ce 

of inl ormati on on lhc ,Jewi sh sc1·mon so far w d ltl'n. JJuLhtn lhercfol"c limits 

his hi storic:i l s urvey of tJ11.: sermon in ~cnc1·al lo a bric.:( in lt'oductory chapLeL 

The i·e m:linini; c hapter s of Lhc book :H·L' Jcvotccl lo the sermons nf S<.:\'cn leailing­

JC\dsh in·eachcrs from lhc thiriconth through Uw dKhtccnth cenLurit:s. Like 

ZUJ1z, net.tan fails to 1li::;cuss Uw ctt lOh'J' as an c..\.a mplc of scrmonic literatlll'c. 

The only rcfcn.rn.:c lo the L'ltl og)' in his work is an excerpt from :in cxonlium 

to a funeral sermon delivered by the sb:Lec..:nlh-ccnlu 1·y pre:ichcr Judnh :'ll OSl':lto . 1 

Bcllan p1·csc.:nts Utc excerpt as an cx:im)Jle of i\lof'c:.iLo 's liLer:i1;,• style and np-

proach, not as an C.'\.:.t mpl<.' of the culo:,.ry as a s1.:rmo11k form. 

Bdl:ln reasons that Ute Lra<liLional sermon tDcra:;ha) originntcd in the 

unch:nL !:i)11ag-o~uc . Ile suggo:::;t s thnt. the. SL!l'mon 14rcw out of lhc tradition of 

transl:.iling Uw retuling of Tornh into Ar 3maic , Ute vcr11:wul:lr of L5r:tcl during 

Uw period of £zr3-i\chcmiah (Ndwm. 8: 1-~). The i\lolurgcm::m, the trans lator 

of Scl'iplurc , scrvcd t h e v ita l fun<.:t.ion of pr<.:Scrvin~ the meaning :ind for ce of 

Lhc Torn.h in the Livl~S of lhc co111.~-rci:.:-~1 1lon . ln ~ trnclion in the hlw J)l'eSupposctl 

an lU1cJcrstnmling of llw law. With the :appcarnnet· of Uw A r amai c tnUlslation 

of Uic BilJlt:, the Targum, the i mporl:lncc or the rol e o( the l\ldurgcma n as 

trn11slntor <lim.inis lw<I. Eventuall y Uw r c:icling of Torah in lhu llclJ r uw origin:il 



resumt.:d imJJOrlanc1.: and with ii a new functionary was created. the Darsh:u1 , 

Uw pl'cachcr of the law. 

The llchrcw lt.'rms for sc>rmon, Dcr:i slia :ind for iwcnclH:r, Da1·shan, 

C.'\'Oln: from Uic root 0-R-S which nH.:~111s ''to ~ca rc-h, c.'11owtd , intcq>rct. " 

l :1 

From ils inception , the Der:i.sha sc1Ycli as an instrument to rcvit:11izc, pi·cscrvc. 

and t:omnllmicalc the ftUldamcntal ln1U1s nncJ meaning of nu ancient, poorly 

tu1tle r stood , sacred lc.xl. The O::irsh:1n continued the tradition of Uw 711 durgc­

mnn by provi<li.ng Ute congTcgntion a fresh a nd imaginatfrc untlcrs lan<ling of lhc 

l3iblc . 

or parLicular inLt·rcst to U1C pn:scnl study is an undt.:l'SL:UHling of the 

formal propcrtit.S of the traditional Dui·ashn . It must be rcm0111beecd that Lht.: 

D~r:i:-:-h:i was a form th::tt evolved in SLL'ul'lurc <•nd style llll'oughoul llw rabbinic 

and nH.:( Ucval pcriods. Whal bt:gan as a s i mpl c c.'\ci;di c:tl i11ll: rprc tatio11 of:'!. 

chosen vct·sc or pass::igc from the weekly Tor::ih portion , <.:valved inlo various 

cl:tbornlc s ystems of i11lcnn·:win~ Biblical :u1d rabbinic texts in order lo L'Xpli­

c:atc Lia.• implil-d m c:ining of Scriptu1·c.:. The " t.!l'ltly Torah r c::iding generally 

sc.:rvcd :is Lhc Cotmdation upon whi ch lo build an C.'(L"gclical sc::UJold. Till! 0:1 rsh:in 

custom a rily inlrnduccd his scrmon with un opL·ning fornmla . One s ucb formula 

w:is a ha l a1..hic qucs lion in troclucctl wilh Uw won ls, Y c lamml!clcnu r:1bbl!nu (ou1· 

rabbis teach us) . According Lo Joseph llt..focm:mn, :i sc-holar of ancicut Jewish 

prc:ich.ing, "lht: ch:i llcn~l ' lo U\c preacher was not so much in finding the answer 

(lo Uie hnlnchic question) - for mos tly lhe questions rcfcrrccl Lo well known 

halakhol - but lo improvise :i w:iy of linking- up both tht.: ques tion a ud tJ1e answer 

with Uw rPal subject m:1ltc r of his sermon , concerned us ually \\iUi :ln :tggaclic 

inturpn:l.'llion of Uw I :ibl c reacting for the d:.iy. ,(:> 



J\ second scrmoni<.: form, fouJHI frequently in lhc old l\liclrashim, w:is the 

procm form . This rhl'Lor ical form opened with a sc riptural verse, not fotmd in 

Lhc weekly ToraJ1 rc::uling, bul generally Lt1kt:n from th e llagio~rnpha (\Vritings ). 

lloiJ1 cninnn writes: 

Throu~h :l scdcs of :i~gnclic inl1.:rprclaticm,-· :inti stnrics , the 
quoL:ition \\':JS g-rn<lually linkcd uJJ with the first verse of Lhc pericopl.! 
(OI' the prophetic l esson) of Lhc da.\· , Often, the preacher intentinn­
nllr chose a \'c1·sc which s eemed compktdy t11won1wcLL1d \\'ilh the 
wc.:ekly portion sons :'l arouse the curfosity of U1c audience and in­
crease their interes t. SomctimC's the connection would be establis h~tl 
by nw:ins of :i play on wonls 01· s imi lar l'lwtori ca l tkviccs. Nearly 
nlw:ivs, UlC 01wning V<!l'Sc c·hoscn e~qn·l'sscd n g-cnl'L':t l idc::i which was 
s ubst:quently illt1st1·att.;d by th e specific t•x:impl c JH'OYidcd by Uw con­
lt:nt.s of the pc1icopc. h 

An csscn ti rtl c haracteristic of Lh1.• tr:Hlilionnl Ocr:\sh:l i s th1.· manner in 

which Diblical nncJ rabbinic passages arc interwoven in the fabdc ol Lhc sermon . 

Oflcn the l)arshnn \\'OU ld bt.t,rin his surmon with a Sl'ript u ral tt·xt (p t'oem vcrs eJ , 

intcrprl't it in :l i-;11rprising mannur and lhc1l imm ccti:llcl y continth.! Lo tl'l·at ollu.:1· 

sc ripltll"U l or rabbinic tc.'\ls. .\s U11.: scrmo11 un.fohlc<l, the D:tri;h:in would skiJl-

fu lly dt•monstr::ilc the relationship IJl.ltwcc11 the OJJC'ning ll.!.'\l ancJ the atltlitional 

texts. I le would l'L'peatc:tUy show that Uw same mc::ming was hidllt·n within the 

words of both Scriptun.i antl f:1bbinic Lc.'\.1.s . 
7 

Not only wns the D:1 r~han abk to 

"cnturt::iin" h.is nudie1H:L! lly this homiletical 1 cchnique, but he also s ucccedccJ lo 

use UH! OfH:n.ing tcxl as a w1ifying theme thrnughoul thc 1>1.!1·111011. 

1'hc Darshnn 's s igniJicanL utilization of lliblica.l a1H.1 rabhinic lc.-:ts rcflt:ckd 

hi s heJicf lh••L <IU knowl<·dgc a nd a ll trnth won· 1n·cscrvcu in the \\1.'ilicn and oral 

Tot· ah . Contcmpor~try i!'sucs; r<.:lihrious, social, or politic:i I, could be resolved 

only lhroui.d1 l't!t•ot11'S<..' to the eternal lnilh of Torah. As int ul'JH'dcr of Lh:it trnlh, 

the Da1·sha11 fortified and valiclutcd llis i11stn 1ctio11 Ln Ute l'Ong rl.-gnl.iono His mes -

s~1~<.: was not grounded upon per sona l opi11.io11 , it. was rathc1· U1e immutable truth 



] .) 

impliod in both scriplu r :.ti :111d rnb!Jinlc tt:xls . The l)arshan w:'\S i·t.-gardud, there -

rorc, not only :is a preacher, but also ns the diseiplc of the ancic11t s:tgcs whos-.! 

c:x1..--gcs i s of the: llibk was ::tcC<..'J)Lcc.J as the one ancl lruc intcqH"cLalion. 8 

,\s previously stated, the Dl·rashn l!Volvcd as a homilcLical ronn through-

out the history of Jewish p1·c:ll:h.i11g. Undoul)lt:lll) il .v:is illnucnced by contact 

with yarious secular dwtodcal tt·aditions . !) for t.hc purpose of Utis study, it is 

crucial to ex.amine lhc Dc1·asha ·1s it cvoh •ed, i n p:trticul ar,clu1ing Lhc nineteenth 

cc:nfu ry. \\1Hlt W!.!rv tJ1c cha rac:Lc:ristics of nin l'I tl<.'nth-c1.:ntury .J cwish JH'caehing •. , 

To what ext ent wa:s U1is preaching influl·twccJ by secular rhetorical trailitions or 

the time? 

One of U1c most import.a nt. sh tclies of the modern .Jewis h sermon il1 tlw 

ninutccnlh century i ~ Ale:x:mclcr Altmann 's essay , ' 'The Xcw Style of Pn.:aclting 

in Ninclc:c.:nth-Ccnt11ry German Jc.•\\Ty . ,.lO Though Altmann l'mphasiY.cs Jc\\ish 

p1·uaclting i n Gurm::iny, he docs discuss the sormon ;1s pre:i ·heel in \'i<.:nn;1 hy 

:\l:tnhcimmcr and .Jellinek. lkcauSL' llwsc two oulst:tniling- preachers were c:on -

tcmpo1·aril'S o( IL Solomon !';pHzer in \·icnna, Altmann 's discussion of thci1· 

prcJching is or p:irlicular relevance for lhis stu<ly. 

Altm:um assc1·ts th:it. lhc: t railition:il Der:11;hn s ib'11iGc:1nlly changed in 

modern times. Jiu \\Tit<.:s: 

The ninl'lc:l·nlh Ct!ntu1·y saw the ri~1 :ind dc\·cl opmunt of a nc.1\\' 
l.ype nr .Jewi sh prc:tchin~. i-cplnc ing UH.! tr::tclitional IJCl'!lSha. The 
ch;1n~l'S in,•oh:<'d in lhls innovation conc-crncd not only the outw:i l'd 
form :ind sf ruc-lun· <1r L11,. sennon, hut :11.·o ils suh~Lance. Thl' 
\' c•ry l'Oncr·pl of U1c puqmsc of JH'e:tc·ltinl! as well as the idcoLOb''Y 
behind it u11rlerwunl a r :HUcal transformation . 11 

Altmann argucs iu his c.:ssay that lhc modern Jewish sc.:t·mon (races 11,s 

roots to thc> ProlesL:mt 1•<1Hicntorv sennon. Jewish prcachct'S had little choice 

in whal model to follow because, "Lill' traditiona l 1Je1·:isha hacl become r1:pugnant 



to current taste and no homill'Lic:il manuals comparnulc Lo Uw Chdslian ones 

) '1 
were ava.il:lule. ' - The leading Jewish preachers who Altmann studies were 

men deeply .influenced by th1.; s pi1il of l!m:lncipation. ;\lany of the preachers, 

like \\"o lf, Zun:-., Gcii;or , i\lanhcimmet', and .Jellinek cl1·cw inspiration from the 

,fL!\\i s h IIaskalah and sought to incoq>aralc LllL' 1·:ttion:1l , libl!r~L! i dcc,logics of the 

Limes into tJ1cir formulation of .Ju<.la.ism . 

Bl!gimiing in HilJ• \vilh the introduct :on of Gc..:rman language sermons by 

J or-;cph \\"o lf of Ucss:iu, u,e modern .Jewish sermon cvolvud acconling- Lo the 

mocld of Protc~Lant prc;1ching. The sermon wns int1.;nclc<l lo edify lhc congrcgn-

lion :tcconling lo Uxed rul es of delivery , oqpnizalion, and sty!<.:. The SL! l'mon 

must !Jc lucid , ckady org::inizccl , and l!:lSily undorntnnd:tble. lt must arous<.! 

lhe cmnllons and improve the intellt.'(;l of the lis lcncl' . U must uppcal to tl1L' 

dc\'OLiOn!tl, spiritufll, pious n:llu re of man. It mu!'l l l!ad hi ru tow;1 rcls mo1·:1 l 

buh;l\"ior and !,.'1.l.idc him low:inl J>L·oper mo1·al principles. 

Cl early Uw tr;1cliU011al U1.:r asha rlid not sn ti sfy U10sc n .. 'lJUircmcnts . The 

Dcras ha was G'XL-g-ctica l , we:tving 11umcrous stranus of lliblic::il :incl rnbbink 

sources into n composite entity. The Ucrasha acldrcsscd scvl'ral lhl'mCS :1l 

on<'t: with no wcll-ddincd transitions . It was oft.en co1wolulccl and cttmbcrsomc, 

the :lnLiLhcsis of nind1.;cnlh-c0ntury GL•rman rwc-IJound 1n·cac hillg; (schul-

gci·ceh~ ) David Frankvl, a lcatlin~ Jewi sh pn·~tchcr of the pc1·iocl writes: 

IL i !"' a ltogclh c.: r to h · l:1kc11 for ~n.1nl1·d tlwl the former m:inncr 
(lf prt·:ichin~ • 0 • is 1mw:u l;1ys lhnnn1gh ly 11s1·lcss, nay .. • dam:ig·ing 
to the holy c~tusc of rdi~ion . Those 1111.: mb L•l'S of th e community­
l hc•i r numlwr i s l1 "J..:'irm - \\'hn •• • ; i n : in no w:ty c clirit•cl by Uw conlL·nt 
:ind ddiv •ry of sonw sennons • • • :1pJ1cn1· rarely or nol at all in the 

] " ~yna~0!:,'1.ll!. " ., 

A s .imlfai· hor-;Ulily to thv tn1dition::tl Dur~1 s h:t is found 1n an article written 

hy Hul>hi Jos1.:ph i\lnnis , :-t pl'onuncml f'i~un.: in Uw n.inetl..!cnth-ccntury Br itish 



17 

Jewish C'nnummity. ~lorr is s tl'ong ly oppo~ccl Lhe pilpulislil' mcnns o( 1H·c:tchi11g 

c\·idcnccd in the sel'mon~ of man • (·:1stern Eur opean rn·Lhodo:'\ rabbi s . ~101·1is 

\\Tiles: 

ThL' Poli s h :'ll:t;;gid m:w ht• lw:•nl on nny S:1hl)ath ln the Jc\\i s h 
qu:1rte1· at t hl.! Ea.st-(:J1d; n glu l'in~ insta nL' e nr llw s urviv:il of Lhc 
tmliltl!St. l ·I 

ncg:H·ding- the nct'<I to :icct·pl U\C: modt•rn sermon :\lo1Tis .sl:•l cs : 

It is c·vident th:it prt·:ichJ 1~ in lhL· \' t•1•11:11·ul :w has h1•c0tn~ :1 mon: 
\\idt·-:.;prl':Hl prncticc and 1h:1t the tH.:c<I of 111:1l:i11g- U1c clisc.·mirsc con­
form to fL\:t'(I ruks, :1s rcg:u ·ds ho th ln::i t nwnl :111cl SL)' l e ha.s grO\m 
more imperious • •• lL h:i.s f1·l·1.·cl i ts l'lf f1·om llw umli.sciplinccl mcU1ods 
o( Pol:ind , :ind is now an orc1<. .. 1·ly , c:ohcn ·nl p1·ocluction. :'\a~-, mon· 
th:\D 1,his. the 1wc:1c:llcr :ti ms no lon~cr a t puzzling and :1sto11ish.ing 
h i~ hC'an:r .s . l ie h:1 .s Cl'flSt•d lo be an n1·;1toril':tl conj ut•cr , :t pi:opa­
~andvr !)I' homildic:n l comu1cln1ms. Ill s sok objc(•L i s to lcnc.:h and 
uplift. fa 

Fu1Hl:1mc11 lnl lo the Lr:ins formation of lhc tr::id.itionul lkrasha lo Lhc.· modern 

J>r t'(lig-l 1:-:1•rmon) \\':I~ :1 racliL·allv alte r ed religious outlook on the pal'l or m:'lny 

' 'cn li~hlencd'' Jews. By U!iin~ the sermon ns :ln instrnmcn l o( edifica tion :incl 

spiriLua l upli.fli11;:!. llw modern .fo\\'ish 1n·0achc1· :wccplcd Lhe sccul:n notion lhnt 

rcli~inn and 1·cU~ious 01Jscn·:tnce eonlri l>uLctl lo the d c \•nUon or Ute "s tale of 

l'ott.l" in m:in . Rcliµ;ioui>ily w:is si:vn as UH: :•tt:Linmcnt of prnpcr du\·otion :m<l 

spiri tua l clc\•:ltion. Till: JHll'pos l ' o f the f':c1•mn11 w:is lo assist tJ1c worshi pper in 

:itL:li11i11~ this " feeling or l!diliC':Hion" anti lo "inflUt' llC.' l' his \\ill. ,,l<i The ll:tllll'C 

of tJ1c \\'Ol'SIUJ) S1.•l\' i t'"' ilsdf \\':IS inlcntlcrl to l't:fl ecL this \' ll'lUc of dC\'Otinn. 

:'\o l on~cr w~1 s il :ipprnp ri:itc lo pr:1~· i n s hrillin;; undisdplined l 1,.1ncs. Dccor urn 

[I~ :in i<lt..·:1 ) was in t 1·otl11C'cil, :tlrl vd IJ_y lhc prcs1 ·1lcl' 111' 01·~:1 n music and commun nl 

hymn ~inging in Ccrm:tn • 

. Je\\ish :1cc:cptnne c of t ills Chdstinn conct:pl of rclii,riousity vi vitily demon-

Sl rntc~ lh c :ib:mdonmc nl of ha lac: ha as a tol:1l cm·ompassing prt•sc r iplion fol' lhc 
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Picly w:1 s no lon~e 1· L'On1·l!i vud of in l t:rins of obcclit:ncc to thu 
Di\·ine Law as lhc precondition l'or !hu soul's l'! os<.:ncss to Goel; it 110\v 
s tood on ils own, ch·awin~ its nollris hmenl (r()m tJw autonomy o f mot·al 
Ht::ison, the s uhj t:etivily of f t:c>ling-, :-tnd the nlJ.iecU\ily of the Idt::l to 
which LllC s pil·it w:1 s :.tlJl e lo ekvatc i l s c l r.17 

Kot on ly then was Lh1.: mod ·rn ,Jewis h s cll'm011 diff.:l'cnt i n stl'uctur:il dus i~n 

from the trnclilion:il IJer:isha , but Us fundanHml:tl puq>0sc diffc:rL«1 :1s wdl. Thi..! 

m:1jority of cmancip:1led .J ews living in Ccrm:my :ind Austria n·qttil' C..'LI a m essngt: 

diffcr unt Crom tJ1at or t lw trndiLional Dt- ·:ish:l . These .fows lacked the rcqui~ it1: 

Lcchnic:'IJ knowled~c of fh:brcw s oui·ces to undcrstnntl :tnu apprcl'iak the Dt:ra$h:1 . 

They also followed the Zeitgeist by no longer believing that lhe Tu1·ah was n rep0-

s ito r y of c:te rnal uncl immutable truth. Ellificalion r a ther th:ln in::-truclion bcc.:n m c 

thu g-oal of th u modern Se l'mon. 

~ot all modern .Jc\\ish p1·c.::ichcrn tKtu:illr :Jcccptcd Uw chang'ing fm:us of the 

modern sermon. Ceri:1iJ1 preac he r s like Bc enass in TJ::imhurg :lnc.l ft :1popon in 

Pi·aguc sou~ht Lo c r eatu ::i. motlenli:tcd form of till' Lkrasha \Vhich prescrv~I Lh c 

ridmess of LratliLional sourCl..!S while relating those sources to the modern world . 

Tht:sc p r cachur s r cc:ogni z-.:d Lhal Lht: ullifi<;atory Scl'mun lwcl l>c~come excuss i\·cJy 

moralizing- :ind ration::ilislk in ton<.:. ll failed to c-::ipturc the mind or h e:trL or th e 

listener . \Vh d hcr the motlt:rn Durasha s uc<:o<:d<.·c.l whurc U1u Pr<..:di;;'l failed rt.•-

mains a qu c:stion . In the opinion 1.1f <l co1-rcspnn<k11t in Gei ger 's %eitschrifl, the 

mode rn Dc i·:u;ha fa.ii eel misur:tbly. Tlw eorrc.:s pondL·nt wrHc.:s lhat passnges 

chosen frnm ~cripturc, Talmucl, nncl j\l i(!1·a s h were "s ubjcetcd to uxcgcsi s, 

cLy mologic:il an:i lysis . crltit.:is m :111d :1 natnmit:aJ dissection of a ll kintl withouL 

the :iucli <.;m:c undcr::; t~rndu1~ the h.!:1 s t or it,. Poor peopl1.: ! • . • flow l pity the m . ,,i, 

C <.;rtab1 prcac:hcrs did :-tchicve s igniCic:tnt popul:irity 11nd acccptnncc in their 

attempt: to ruse lrailif..ional t>ourccs wilh the c.:dificalory s ly lc of preaching. 



Foremost among- these nu.:n \\'ere two imponant fig-u res in Lho Vi ennese JC\\ish 

commun i ty , Isak Noa l\l a.n hc..:irnrncr ( l 7!1:l-18i1G) :ind Adolf ,J cllinck (l82U-1S!l;;). 

Thou~h i\l::tnhcimmcr C'lear l.v :1cknowl cdl-(cd his clebL to Chris tian homiktic:Ll 

models , he nevct·theless w:is "the lensl rnl c-houncl :lnd fo rm a listic among his 

. " l!I 
contcmpo1·::u·ws . C:omm1.:nlin~ on the sermon ;\Ja.nlwimn11. .. r sL1tcs : "fl. i s :il-

ways b<'ltcr lo f<:ccl on om.: 's mrn 1·cs1,u1·ces than Lo lh·L· from a lms , and it is hclu·1· 

t·o cultivntc onu's own soul t.han lo ,.,k:111 s paringly on forL'iµ;n ~ rmu1tl . .. ~o Aft-

111ann t.:mphasi scs ;\l:mhdmml.)1· 1s use of Tn lmurl and i\ licl1·ash in th <: eonstrucUon 

of his sermons . lie sug-gcsts Lh:•t th.is pl":tcUec w:1s so lon~ in di susL· b.v ,Jewis h 

prc~churs lhal :\l anhcimmcr n !ccivL·cl spL·cial <lLtcnlion from his contemporaries 
·) 1 

as a result. -

:\lanhc.imnwr's successor in \ 'icnna \\'<Is Adolf J cll in uk , noted fnr h.is ori-

~in:.tl us e of Sc r iptm·c :ind ;\J iclr:tsh in th e 1:Lmsln tcUon tif his ~cnnons . Dlll.! lo 

Jdlinck ' s inc rc:t~H:d USL' of Lr:tdilional sources in hi s sermons he diffL· t·s radically 

from his c.:011tumpot·a r~1 JL•\\is h pn:aC'lwr, school0cl in I.he l'rotestant homilctit•:il 

tradition . ,\nil yd, .Jdlitwl, was C'karl\' an hd1· lo llw .\g c of Emancipation. 

llls scnnn11s n.:Jlect Lhc lll'l'd for all mc·n, r1.:;.~:1nUcss of l'l'li~ion , c l::iss , nr 
.,,, 

ori~in to unite in muli.ial 1·espL'L't :ind IJroth urly love . --

ln nn <t rtit'k cnLitl ccl, ''llislOt',\' of .)l.'\\'i Sh J>read1in~ \\'ilh Spcl'i::il llcfc r vnee 

to Aclotr J l'l linck, " ll :i 1·1·y ;\I. il l:iycr d1..·~c·1· i hC's Jcllinck ' s formul:ilion of lhe scr-

mon . Acconlin~ to :\l:iycr : 

·k llin vk ' :.- tlit'Linn is s l:lll'ly hut 11ot s lillL·cl. llis 1'cnt L·11ccs ar~ 
c·h:i r :idcri s lit-:11Jr 1ic:1·rn:1n in knµLh, hl1l nnt. lliffww no 1· im·olvccl. 
llis l:111i.."ll.:t~ L' \\':ts ~1.·1wr:i ll~· I t.:\· cf with lhL' l:!ll' of hi s n11di.01we. I Li s 
tc."ts :ll'I' st rikin~ :incl ••ppr1'fH·inlc.'. It \\':1 s his l'Us lom, a~conling 
l o h is pupil, l>;1vid Ldmdnl'fL· •·, lo r1..•ad his ll\:-:t fro m lhc Hil>lc, th en 
do~c the hook a11rl pr11c·1!t•d with till' SL'l'n1on. ll L• wn1:1 lly •1uotcu a 
~in~iL: scnlcnet· frnm thl· ~k l'i ptu r es ~•s :1 motto [01· the starting point 
of his rli.sc·ourst'. in most <·:1 svs 1wn.·1· :llludin;.!' toil directly in Ow 
hody of the St·rml'ln • • • • ll v skillfully wove into his discourses l>ihlic:Jl 



verse~ to m:ikc a telling- dima .. , or lo kncl up Lo his theme, g1vmg 
them im·a riabl~· in the Cc1·ma11 vc:rn:icular, the llulJrcw being supplied 
in his pl'intl·d sel'mons in l·hc foot-notl!s . 2:1 

Jcllinck's p1:ofound unde1·st:i11dini; of l\lideash and J\alJbillah enabl ed him to 

intrnduce and t!.'\patuHl sue;h texts within Uw flow of hls sermons . ~As l\I ayer 

\\Tiles: 'Tim1.:s without nun1bc1· hL· ulalJo rates ven:i08 from tJH.: Bible or s::tyings 

or stories of the i\lidrash in deft pur:.iphrases ascribing new and tuiintended 

. t1 . . l .2-1 meanmgs lo 1e ong111::t source. 

Jel linek did nol U SL! Scripttu:i..: , l\liclrash, anti Talmuu, from ;1 sense.: or 

commitment to ha lachic nut.hod ty. I IL' Yi1.•wcd his scnnons as a m eans for ex-

pn:::>si ng lhc nobk experic.nci..:s of the Jewi s h pcoplt.!. lfis sermons were de.:-

s ig·ncd Lo clvvalu lh1.: listcmcr, to improve hi s moral <'h:traclc1· through an 011L-

ponrinp; of Jewish feeling . Jellinek vie\\'ctl his .Jewish hCJ.'itn~c as a tn•asul'<.:-

housc of folk \\i s dom f nHn which Lhu modern ,Jew could lc:J 111 and bu inspin•cl tn 

seuk truth • . Judaism wa s •1 H!h.irlc l\H' lc:lclin!!, man to pcrfrelion, if hc bul 

umlcrs lood its lnfty ideals . Jellinek wri tes in one of his scr111011!';: ''The ladde r 

ci.·cclt'tl by Lhc Torah Lo wnabh: lllan ~r:ldu:.illy to rise Lo ht.::ivl!n is lhc n .. ,·cl:1tion 

th=it radiates from Sinai, on whos<.! topmos t nmg i s seen not the ligurc of :.i man 

but God himsdf, the cssvnc l· of ;\JI LhaL i s lofty ;mcJ ))Lil'<.: and true ancJ 1i~htcous 

.,-
and lk :1 lonc i s Uw i <k~1 l and lh<.: p:1tL1.:rn of all ou1· doin~s and dcc<.18. "":> 
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CIIA PTER ill 

HAB13I SOLO;\ ION 8 PlTZlm .\..~I) TllE .fE \Vllill CU-'l:\lUNITY OF vm~.'.'\ .\ 

:\ n :vii..:w of Lh c life and wo1·k of H. Solomon !:;;pitzcr will ccimpl ·l.l: t.hc 

ncCl.'SSary pcl'SJll1l:liVc for Vi<.:\\'ing- lhL• enJkction of lH£ rnln~ics in J'ikkUll 

Shd omo. Thou~h .Spitz l'r has not l>ccm Ull' nlJjL·ct of Serious lu::.Lo l'ical .Uwcstign­

tion, some clct:til s of his lif<· h:1V" been JH"L·s1 •\'\·cd. 1 
l i e w:'ls boL·n in Ofcn (now 

B11d:tpcst) in lH~Ci lo It . LoL·lJ Spitz , a f):tyyan ol' lhe co111n11mit:v. Spit.zcr moved 

lo Pn•ssl)ur;i. to study under Lhc Kela\· Sofe r , H. Abr:tham Sofor (~lat:im Snf<:r's 

o ldL'SL on). Lat(•r, Spil7.l'r ll·:wclcd Lo llL':ll'-by \"eq~in lo stud~· in the yeshiva of 

IL ~l oscs (j\lah:'lr:tm) ~chi ck . ln l H·l!l he marl'ictl the daughter of' l!:ltom Sof<.;t', 

which brnughl him into one of the 111nst i nfluentia l nrlhot.lox fnmiliL·S in casl1.:rn 

Etll'OJH'. 

l.11 1~5:1, at the :t~l' of twenty-seven, !-'pitZl.!I' ac·cl·pltxl lltL' position of r:1bbi 

fo r \"icnna's Pressbur~l· r Schul, a s mn11 orthodox L'Om1mm i t~1 of llun~arian .Jc\\'s . 

malnly from th1: cHy of Prcssburg . Spiti'-c1· wus l'vcommcml<'cl ,.,,., Lhc position 

by 4,'11:1z lkut::;ch, an acti\'u lc:idcr of :\ustri:in nrlhocloxy whose n•1lfrc cily w:is 

Prl.'ssbu 1·g- . Fo r Liu: ll l''XL forty yc:i r s un lil Lus dl!ath, on lkcl:lllbL•r :; , l b!);; , 

Spitr.<.:1· sc:n ·crl :r s l eader nf !he Ilun~:11• inn orthodox l'Omnnmity in Viwnna. 

For the ~r1:att• 1· p:1rt of lhc nindccnth ccntun· tl10 Jewish community of 

Vil.i1ut:1 \\':lS lti~hly clin..:n;ificd in n ili;.;ious idl•o l o~>' · This i ~ :1 crucial point in 

undc1·s t~111din!! lh1! polt·miC'Ol 11:tluL'c 11r Spi tr.l't"s :ict.ivit.v i n \ 'icmw . The fi rst 

lt·g:i l ly sanctioned syna~og-u<..: in the c·nmmLmily s int'c J 1)71 was created in l!:i~li , 

under th<.: leadership of Ls:ik Noo '.\lanhl'i rmncr. J\L't·ording lo i\ l:t.'\ Unmwald in 

his wo1·k, Vil:ruw, !\lanhcinunc1· "had :111 unusual f:t cully for m cdi nting bcLwcc 11 

t.h c mos t divcrgcnl pcopll', who rcpt·csc11ted Uw confl ic:·t h ct-..vL·cn the o ld and Uw 



21 

n ew, That. is why he became lho tioul nf Uie J cwis Ji <..:ommunity in Vienna in Lhc 
•) 

fir s l h:tU of lhe nincl<.!enlh ccnl1HT . "'" J\ fanhcimme r began his work al U10 

Scit.cns tdtc11g;1ssc Synagogue \\ith th1.: title, ''Religious TC:leher and Preacher.'' 

because Uie stale rdusotl to offici nlly recogni ze lhc.: .Jewish comn1u1dly or I.h e 

1·abbinat.c until a.fLcr the 18·1~ revolution . 1\l;1nhuimmt.r'b efforts Lo presc1·vc a 

unifi ed J ..;wi sh communit"y set the tonl! for his religious lead <.! l'!jhip. Ile workw 

<.:los cly with Lazar llorwit;.:, the •·arl~, r cpl' ClScnt:itiv l! or llung:i r ian orthodo~y i n 

Vienna. llonvHz, a s tw.knt of 1.1~1tam !:iofcr and a i;t rict halachisl, s ha r ed i\ lan-

hcimmc r 's view CCJnce1•11ing- the rcconcilfation of eontcnc.ling factions in \"h:nn::i . 

A<.:cording to Grunwald, lforwil'l. "advised !\Ja11hcim11w1· in Ll1 e compil:ilion o f hy-

laws or I.he T emplet" :ind 'g-uidcd l\lnnh cimmcr in a ll 1Luestions of ri tual. tt Gnm-

w::tld t·ontinucs , "Trnc he obla.inc d UH: consent or i\loscs Sofe r to wod: h:inu in 

Jwnd \\ilh C. l::inhein11111..:r . Ile JH.!L·fo rnwd an import:tnl scr\"icu \\'hen the pl::iccd Lhe 

llllily of the eon:;1·l'ga ti on abovl.! <.'\lvry othe r <.:011::1 idc ralion. li e show0d non0 of !.hi.: 

intolc1·:111cc of orthoclux~· of a later period. ":J 

1\lanhcimmer did introcluc<.: nume rous c hanges into the synagogue sen ·icc. 

He t.nu1sl::tll·d Lh e 1w:1ycr book int.o liennan and i·c-an·:inc;cu the liturgy of the 

IIigh Jloliday s e1·viccs. It will 1;1..· n·cti llcd (S<.'<.! Clwplcl' ll) lhnt i\ l:inlwimrncr 

also ;\cJopL<.!ll, in p:trL, U1u s pi1it of J>roteslant prc~1ching, acknowledging- his in ­

<.lcbl.<.•LIJ1 uss to Cheisti~tn "mn :->l t·i.·s of t.h e art. ,.·I li e 111.xcrthdcss rejcetcd rndic ::il 

r eform m c.::1surcF- tn uli minatc llcbrcw from Uw servi ce, to c.'cludc mcss i:l.nic 

r. 
p;1ss:i~t:s in Lh c.: JH'ay e r l)Ook . and to in Lrocluce or g;m mus ic inlo lhc s ervice. '' 

Sig niJict1 11t c h:ingv:" uN;un•ed du1·in~ Uw :>1..1.:ond haU of lilt! n,inct.ccnth 

c <•ntu ry which tended Lo upset the lmla.ncc of religious compromise forg<..:d by 

l\1 :mhci mm<..:r and llorwitz . A c ruci a l cl t.'\l dopment was lhe 1·:1pid increase in 

J ewi sh popul:\Lion in Vi enna hct\\'een 11\;rn to lDOO, duo part ly to the l'cpc:1l , in 
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184 ~ , of the l:tw rc.:slrictin~ .Ti!wis h rusitlL·nce i.n UH! dly and partly lo w:wes oC 

immigr::ints comin~ to Virnrn:i feom Galicia wltich was arnll'xt•d by Austria durit1g 

U\c ccnt.tll'~' . A look ;1! pOJRtl:llion fi :-;;urc.:s illustr:-i tt:s Llw point. In J, 00 llwrc 

were 1, ~00 J ews tiring in \ ' i enn:-t; br 1~5<i llw number hacl incrc:ised to nearly 

rn, (100; by 1:-.G!.I o.>Vt·r 10, IJlJO; hy l 8b0 ovei· 72, IWO; and lJv 1!100 t.hc fig-ur<:: tqLals 

d ose lo 150, 000. (j Du t'ing lhc: fort r ,\'l'~ll'S in \\'hi ch Spitz~r \\'Ot•kcd in \'icnna, 

the -Juwish popul~1tion inc1't.::1 Sl'(1 by over 100, 000 people! 

It is cliUi<.:ult to determine ho\\' this popul:.ltio11 inc re~1~1.! spucifil'nlly in-

flu cnc<:d the Jtwish community in \"iu1m:1 . ?ll:tny question-=; arise for the: historiJJ1 

to hWL~stig:-itc : to wh:tl c:-o:Lcnt were thusc imnu~rants wdcorncd by the Vi unn::\ 

commw1ily ?; to what extent clitl Uiis inOux of people al t e r Lhc rclig-ious balance 

cswblis hccJ in the early p:i1t of th e ecntury'?; to wh:it l'Xtent dicJ Lill.' Jewish com-

munily bl'come more:: politically pol1.:n t as a r us11lt of their inerl::tscd numbt.::1· ? 

The uulog-ies o( n. Solomon !::ipi1?.c 1· must ht• read in lig ht nf lhis si~n.iJic:mt llii:; -

torieal duvelopmunt • 

. \ second ph1;110ml·nnn influendng- the devdoprnwl of th t: ViL·nnese .fowis h 

community <luring Lh c la!Lc1· l 800 's w:ts lhc inLl'nslfi c:tlion of :tttitudcs based on 

the .Jewish llaskahlh. 

St1·1mgthen ccl by Jil,eral ~unlimcnts emert'in~ from the HHS revolution, 

.Jtwish n:f'nrnH:rs gained in popularity and gov1.' rnmcntal rucog11ilio11 . \'icnn:t 

was :1 L't:nlcr of the Hdnrm :i1itl llnsk:i l:1h movements during· t his period. r.ten 

dev e lop<.:d \"iunna's i·ol t: :is literary t:a1,H~1l ol' European ll:i !'l )~:t ln h. IJ1tull ectu:tls 

1;;uc.;h as F1·ankl. llarlman, and Kul':mcl:t umt·rgcd as social ancl j)Olitical lcndc:rs 

of Vicn1wsc lihvr:i l .Jewl',V. i\l:111y n!l'ormc.:n; such as Simon S;1,a11lo :mcl I~11a;1, 
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Ktn•:md:t wished to inlrnducc n1dicnl l'1Jfnl' lllS into the ordc1· of l11c worship Sl!l'-

vice, inc luding: "lhc climi11:::tlion of a ll muntio11 of :::tn ulLimatc return to Zion 

:lnd Jerusalem, and lhc uxcl u::;ion from the prOyL' t' books of all refe r ences to tht1 

ruinstitulion of sacrific t·s and lo n hdief in Llt L' i\l cssi:d1. ·•
7 

:\lcnlion must also he macl~ of l'ady Zionic.L i11 rri.1d~. which furth er divided 

the .fl-wish commu1tity in Vienna . l'l'om rn1;5 ln 1885, Perci:l Smolcnskin pub­

lished ha Shnchar in \'hmna. NatJ1~m Birnbaum fmm<lcd iu Vienna the first 

Jewish nntionalist sludc11L organ.iz.aLion, Kadimalt, in li-.b~. Though Zionists were 

not a majori ty amollg Lh t· .Jewis h community until the l':t rly l!lOO 's, Uwi1' influence 

w:J s already felt in Vienna during Lhc late r 18CIO's . 

In llw religious s phcn;, the ehan~in~ natunJ 0f \"icnncsc Jewry c~u1 bt: seem 

in the: 1u:1dcr s ll.ip of AdolJ Jellin ek, \\'ho succ<.!cdud J\lanJicimm t:l' :-is ralJbi at Lhc 

Seihmstetlc.m SynagogllL' in 181i-l . Jellinuk hncl c.:ome to \'ienn:1 from LeiJ17.ig in 

l S{}G , where hu W:tt> appointed pl'l.!llchcl' al Lhc 11<.:wly crL'atcd Leop<Jlds t:Jdt .'.\ na-

gob'l.IC. llis f::lmc as o t·ator has :tlrm<ly been discussc.:d in Chnpt <.'r l . L\ cconling 

lo G1·w1wa ld , J c llinek ' s "atlitucle in 1·clibi ous matLc1·s bdrayccl I c:tninjjs town rel 

n ::Corm . lL rcflc.·c lcd th .... lilwrnl tcncll•ncics of his tinH·, \\'hose w:-itchword wa:;; 

"Progress," :incl whos1! key-note wa~ a11li-ck1·i c;il.i:;>111. ''~ Though highly influ-

cmcocJ by i\lunhcimme1· lo preserve tUlit:y in l hu community , h' nc\' CJ'thclcss 011-

cour:tged a more liberal c."\vrcssion of Juda.ism than clicl his predecessor. It wns 

only ;\I:Lnhcimmcr's personal acl\ice which kc)Jt .JdUnuk from introducing th e 

" organ in Llic sy11ago~ut• "ln :1tt1·:1ct UH.' indiffc:r<.:nt. "· .Jcllinck'i- in te1•csl in dl·-

(cmliu~ the reSJH.:cl:tbilily nf J uwi:,;h tr:u litions in the modern ;J{~O lt:cl lo his ustab-

li.sb1nent of Uii.: Du.it ha-i\lidrash Ac:ademy in l 81i'.l . Public l cctur~ wen~ given 

al the :1c::1tlumy by Jellinl'k :ind other k:1<lin~ fir:urcs to r alsl' thl· schol:irly luvcl 

of tlw study of Ju rl:tism . 



'!.7 

An a<lditional key religious pc t·so1rnlily in the Vicnn:t Jewish commwlity was 

H . J\loriL?. Gudom:um, uppointed in l~GG by tlw community lo help fill lhc loss 

c1·c:itc:d br :'ltanhdmmc 1·'1-1 death. L.11dc m:111n w: l::; an :ic:tive s upporlc1· of comnwnity 

unity, though in n .. •lig-ious cxpn•ss ion he wa s mon· c·cmservnti,·c than Jc.:l linek . In 

lh!l2 Gudcm::inn wa~ m:itlc Chief Hnbhi ; Uw fit•s t lime s uch a lil..!e w:u; used in 

10 Vienna. 

This was Llw nntun! of Liu.: Vic.:11 ' 1·i-c Jewish l'ommun.ity when H. Solomo1' 

Spitzer h t:g:l.11 his ka<lct·s hi p of lllmg':lri:\n orlhodo~·y in tlw c:ity. Spitzc:r cani cd 

\\iU1 him Lo Vienna Lhc s pil'il, H nol the prindpl<.:s of his iJ10ucnW1l teache1", 

H. i'. loscs Schick. l.ntt·rci:;tingl y , Schick himsc:U ;al tJ1c ~1gc of foqrlc<.:n, stuclil'<l in 

Pn·ssbu r~ with ll . !\loses Sofc1· , Spit:1.er's fntlwr-in-l n w. ·ni o 1·diirinus l r:ic lition 

ill \\ltlc.:h Spitzl'r was tntincd w:i s thus the pruducl of a v1:11· well dl'fitH.!ll :ind sclcc-

tive r e ligious ou1 lnok. Both J_tnnm Sofur nnd ;\l:ihnr;1 m :-ichick WCl'l' exemplars 

of orthodoxy in 1·Hu:il observance :ind philosophic:il u11dl!l'St:1ndin~. Doth intc..·n!-:dy 

foltght the s pread of rcfot·m :incl '1l'J.,.'1.H.:d fot· cornpletl' supa1·:i litm of Lhc orthodox 

and r cl'<11·m communities in lhcir 1·csp1.:cliv1.: ci ties . fn a n.:sponsum, Schi ck nul-

lined the dct:tils of r cfnl'm p L·opos:tls in ord<.:r lo dcmonsLr ntl! how ll:tng"crous r e­

formers \\'<.:rv to till' foundation of .Judai sm. 
11 

In anoth e r r l..'Spons um, 'chick ap-

plauded th e dforls 0f Sumson H:1f:1d llil'sch in c lcal'ly s 1.:p:1rnlin~ from rcfonn 

docl1i11":-; and ad\•oc:\l in~ a s olid , though modt· rn, orthodox pos ition . l:l Schick 

him s1.:lf wns appari.:ntly mov r cl to m:1ke c<;1·ta.in chan~es whc..11 he :igrced to pcrmit 

prcachin~ i11 lhe vcrn;icul:lr, 'I'\. 1mly by a T a lmid 11:1l'11:110l . i :: 

Ydrnlic.:l Gn:cnw:tld, \\L'ilin~ on Lhc ri se of n 1onn in Ccnn:111y :111J llu11i;a ry, 

notes as pects of thu rdntionship betwc~n f-;L: hick nncl his s tucll:nL Spit~c1·. 14 
Schick 

i s quolcd to h:wc; said lhaL "had Spitzer nol ~onl? to Lh c.: 'dil"ty 1 city of \'icnna, but 

15 s tayed in llunga l'y and tattghl s tUlk nLs tlwn:, he would have c.xcclkd mol'l'. " 



In lb7-1, howcn ;r , when Spilzc.:r wa:; asketl to l e<\Ve his <.Julies in Vienna lo b ecome 

r~1bbi in l\ l :ltkrsdorf, Schick ur14"ed him to r c.:m:l.in , saying, ''a t.:onsdc.:11Lious 

gt.men·:\! does not leave his soltUers lo f.i~ht nn by thcmsch·cs. "
1 

Ci 

ln<.l cc.:d the im:1geey o( wa l'fa r e s c.:cms Lo :ipt.ly dt'scribl' the :wti.vity of 

11. . Spitzer during hi s illu in \ 'i cmrn . Spitz er' ~ l c :ld CJ s hi p 0f the. Prcss burgcr 

Sc hul ''' :IS !"O <{fc<.:tivc that in HH).I :i new syn:\~o~uc, i\das s Yis rod, was IJuill in 

U rosi:; e Schillgassc :ind known :l~ lhc ." ch.iff SC'hul . Svitzer 's desire to tc:lch 

01·thoclox Judaism , which he n :pcate1Uy e::i lls "Tor:.t.h-Truc .Jud:l.ism, " l ed him lll 

eslah lis h lhe Schit1 S ·hul Dcit h::i-:\ lid rash . Sp i tzer was activ e in the political 

oq~anizution of the .Jc\\is b community ns WL'U. li e scrv<..:tl a s a member of the 

KuJtusgcmcindc, U1 c officially r c.:cog11izccl ('011Hllllll:ll oq;;tn of \"icnncsc Jcwr~' · 

h1 l l-l7J, while a mi: mber of the or~an iztllion, he ballkJ :ittcmpls by Jt:Uim :k :ind 

l\ur:t11d;i lo int.rnducL' radical t•cfonns inlo S)~l:t r.('o~uc :::e1"\·it•vs . 
17 

Accorcli11g to 

c h:Llil, U1<..:se pro~rcsi:;ivcs w:inLL-tl lo clim.inatc Cro m l hL· lil\lr~y :tll nt(·nlinn of 

return lo Zion , of th..: s a c;·1·ific i a l syslem, :ind of bl'li d in th1.: i\h.·ss iah . To counte r 

this attempt, Spitzer or !!::Uli6cd a pr otesl mcding of neady !iOO orlhodox n cnnl'Sc, 

appt·oximatcly one qua1·tc: r of \ ·i en 11:1 's Lot:l l synagogue menll.H.!rsh.ip. Schalit stati:s 

that a l·omprmuis c w~1s l't::11.:hcd whereby "lhc rdonns w1.:1·c c:lll<..:cJ moclificalions . 

l hc oq;:1n was nol inlrodue1.:<l into :my \ ' i c1111a sy11agf)gllL', :inti t he controvcrs i:\l 

prayL·rs were.: lo be r1•c:itc.:d h1 s ih.·nc<: by the c ong regation . " 
18 

1\pp:1rcnUy in r cg:inl Lo thu ::; :tme batllu. l;reenwnld co mmt:nls Lhll l ' 'it 

once.: h.111pcncd th:il wln:n I Ill' 'l·'n .:1.:011t·l-' ' w:antcd tn change Uw onh·1· uf 111·:iycl' and 

omit i·eh:f't•nccs Lo Zinn :ind .Jl' rusakm, ~pil~cr went 11p on the bimah with :1 

Torah in hund :inc.I c: ri(·cl: ' Cursed b1.: the mnn who docs not uphold Lhc won.ls o [ the 

Torah.' Ile Lh n •alum:cl thc:m lhat he would l C!,1\'l' his 11os ilion ns Uayy:1n; Uwn lllL'y 

lis ten etl L<'> hi m. " 1 
:! 
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On vari ous occasions Spili'.u1· 1s i11Ll!us c controversy with liberal ulc:mcats 

in the Jewish community had clucisivc r es ults . In 18 GS , upon lhc dc:ath of Lazar 

1 lo r wit;r., !:>pitzc1· was l)ffc1'1..!cl his ntc:111L position upon tlh1 tOIHlition that l•c modi-

fy his sL1icLly traditional s tandards . He refuscJ to do so. :\ fow years later , 

after the cont rovers\· o\·cr the li tur~1·, ::lpi Lr.cr resign eel In."' scat on Lhc Kullus -

g cmH:indc Lo clt:VOLl: hi s LOLal t:ncr0rics Lo the Schiff Schul, ancl lo ii.::; 13l!il lw -

l\li urash . App:wcnlly ::;pHzm· w~.:; undl:l' St>mt: p1'css1irc f1•u111 LL":ldilion:-tlists in 

the community Lo leave lhi: Kultusl{t:llll:in<lc . Grct:ll\\'a ld 11u0lus :111 :1 r tick w ritten 

by n . Yitzch:tk ll:tych , :i SLri c:t orthodox Jc\\", in Llw IH!WSJ>:'l))l'I" , ."lw v d Adti m, 

in which ll:lych s:1ys : ''\\11y docsn 'l he ( 'pilzct') 11.!an .: the Bd l Din (app:in:nll~· 

Lhc t1·:1ditiona l ll:t·m used for KulLuS0 l'lllcindc) IJl!c:lusc it isn' t sc:um ly fo r the 

son-in- Jaw ol' l,lat:1m Sof1..:r to sit in the 11l•il rnn undt:r IL C11dem:mn. 
1120 

Throu~houl his lift: SpHzt•r w:1s :1 r c.:li ~ i oui-; lov1..: r nf /.ion ~)lit not., "Zioni s t ") 

ancl it was his d<.:sin.1 to 0111: day settle in .Jcrusa l<.:111 . "pit zc1· l.'\·cn s1..:n t his Uuran 

Oil lo Jt:t-usa lcm in :lnlicip:'lLion of joining- his son- in- Jaw who h:id J>l'<.,'\ iou si~· mi­

·) J 
g ral<.:d Lhcre. -

Spitzt:r dh:d before rc.•alfaing- his ~o:'ll. and wa:; burit·d , as he n Jqucsled . 

in Prcssburg-. lt i s interes ting Lo nott: tlt:tt :)pi t.ze r 1witJH•r c hose to hnvc his n•-

m:Jins s ent to Jcnisakm no r lo bt.: buric·d in Vknna , his ho m L· fo 1· the last fo r ty 

years of his life.. l "nqu1 •stion:t1J ly thl· C'itr of P1·cssbu1·g, hom e of his wife and, of 

cour se , 1_ 1:11.am ~Of l'r. n·m:1inc:d pa r:1 mount in Spitzer 's lill'. ln om: of his culo~ics, 
.,., 

:-\pilZl.'I' ev1.:n r dcrs lo l'r l'ssbu r~ :1s the "l ilUc J1..:rusakm ....... 

After his dl!:1Lh , SpiLl.cL· 's son -in-l ;iw, Jnscph Baer Koh c.'11 , published :1 col-

lccUon of Spit.zl.'r 's sc:rmons , Talmuilic t1·c:l l.i ses (u1Hll'r lhc sqmrutc t iUc , ~ 

Ui nv:unin ) :1ntl l11nc ral oralio11l" i11 :1 \\OL'k 1 . .mli ll<.'d Tildrnn ~hdomn. 

The funer a l ~•ddn.•sH:s Jll'l·~c1·vl·d i n th.is text \\ill ()0 dis cussed hclow. 
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CllJ\ l'TJ.:;H lV 

TllE PEHSONS EULOGIZED AND TllEIH HELATl ONS llU> TO SPITZEH 

The eulogies to lie L·xantin<:cl in Lhis study p roviut.: histoi-ic:il insi~h l into tJw 

Un~s or promitl<:l\l 01·Lhodox JC\\iSh fi~'\11"($ nf thv nim:l l'L lllh C.unlu ry . Und• ·rsLand-

ing or the cu l oKi<:S rcqui r es :lpprccinlion of Lill! caree r s of lhL· pc1·sons who :11·<! 

culogizL'd and of Solomon Spilzcr's 1·daLionship wiU1 these t.: minL·nl m un. 1\\'0 im-

port:lnt quest.ions lo bc ai:;kl·d \\"h en s tudying Lh L'!'C! eulogies as scrmonic fo r ms :ire: 

Why did !:>pil.1.cr d1oosc to ct1l o~i;-,c these: p:wtlcu la 1· individua ls 't; ;lncl why were 

these ettlogit·s sc:lcctcd for public:•Uon in Tikk\Ut . hdomu? Th t: dis cussi on lo fo l lo\\ 

\\ill 3llcmpt lo answer Lhcsc 4ucslions. 

Ct.:rl:tin info n11:ilio11 cont:t·rning the oct'asi o11 or lh l! ftlllL' l':t l address is prt:SL'lll­

<.:d al I.he bL-ginning of each eulo;{y in th e co Ul!ct.ion . 
1 Thi~ introductory slatcnwnl 

pro\'i tlcs soml! 0 1· :ill of Lh i: followin~ info rmation: ll1e 11an1L• (o r nnm<:s in c-n:st:S 

wht:l'l! more th:in on l! indi vidual is rcmumbcL·L·d) of Llw tkp:i 1'Lt·d: lhc date of death, 

bud:ll, :-ind culOb")': lh<: home tnwn a111l place of burial of the ckpartt:d: the name of 

the \\' t't'kly Tor:th r<.::l<ling; and n bri ef pd ilion:i 1·y prayer beSL·('(:hin~ Got! lo t'Onlforl 

tlw mourners . Four 1wrsnn:ililies t•ulogiz<:d by ::ipilzer will now be imlid clual ly 

d iscussed. 

ll t::SJ>E D T\\'O (Beil) 

lkl ivN t•d for H. Abra ha m S:lmucl 
l:L·11j:1mi11 Wotr Soft·1-, on Sund;1y , 
Lhl· l•kn.:nlh of . "hl.·n:l, 1~7~. Torah 
p0rU011 : J1'!';h:1 1lad1 (l·;x . n:l7 -
17:lll). 



This i s tho third culot,ry Spil 7.. L' l" cl ..:livcrcd <111 th e tlecc:lSL'd . lfc g::ivc lhc first 

nl the buri::il in Sofl'r's t·ommu11Hy of 1'1·c~sburg, on 1\wsJ:iy, lhl! l:wen ty-fi1·st llay 

of J:.cvct> 1872 , scriptu1·:ll r c:i cli11g : ShL· mol (Ex. 1:1 - fl: l ). T h i · second eulogy was 

dclivt'rc:d U1 c fo llowing Suntl:ly jn Uw m:ijor s~1ir1g0guc of Llw ci ty , scriptural rc:idin~: 

Ya- ::ivr::i. (Ex . fi: 2 - ~t : :lG) . Thu prcs1.:nt culog-~· \\.us dl'llven.·I in Vien nn . 

ll. Abt·:l.liam Sofur , born in 1815 , was known :is the Kcl~•v Sofcr. Ile was Urn 

brothc r - in-J:iw of H. Solomon Spi' zer . As :i youU1 Spitzcr stu<licd under Sofc1· in 

Lil l~ laltcr's ~'l.!s hiva in P1·cssbuq~. .\ n11mb1.:1· of n :.osponses in Sofcr 1s work, Kcl::iv 

:-:ofc1· . :we :1ddrL·SsL·d Lo H. "pilzcr . .\1(1..T was Lhe 11l<les t ~on of IL i\Ioscs (ll:il:im) 

Sofer, and s ucccudccl ltis f:llhc r nn his clealh in rn :rn as eabbi :inti ro:;h \ c.:shiv:ih of 

Pn~ss burg- . Fo r U1c remaining':;:~ ~-c~n·s o( hfa life he occ·upk<I Lhis poi:;ition and 

actively c·ontinu 1.:cl his fath e r' s policies . IJurin~ Snfl.! L" 1S Intlu r ~· l!:H·s h ..; bcc :"lm!.! a n 

? 
t...:.'\l. l"Cme opp onunt of libural d1.:mcnts in llunl,t:tri;Ul Jc\\T~' · -

Ju his address Spilw r des c riucs Sol'c r as ''the C lory of :i ll lsr:1d" :ind a s 

111.he Ark of UlC Lord. " . ofcr 's ililigcncc in th e ~lutly and love or Torah is r epent ed-

ly c d cbratetl. Ile i s prais ctl as one who " r cntls the mountains anti breaks ro('ks i11 

pi<.:ccs (K . l. 1 !l:l l) in his in lric:ilc intcrprl'lalion (pilpul ) of Torah . " 

!:ipiL:t.cr acknowkdg"l'S llis profound lovc for Snfl!r, staU.n~: "i\Iy fl"ientls , f was 

his sL-i1dt·nl who scrvt·d him fa ithfully for many yea r s . r am U1 c man who saw all 

his holy ways !iml 1 know how ohlig-:llc.:d bl: fclt to lead his people in Uod 's ways . " 

ll E!'>PED SL'\. (\l[I V) 

Di.:li\"l!l"ed for H. ~imt·nn Sofci-, on '11un·sclny. 
Uw tw1•11Lv-s<.·v<.mth of t\da 1· 11. 1$8:.1 . :J . --

SµitY.c1· 1·cco1·1ls that Sofc1· died on .'.\l onclay, Lill' scvcnll!Cnt.h of ,\tl:w U in 

Crncow. Th e culog.y, ddiv c1·1.."I in \Ti un11a , Lhus foll mv cd Sofc.: r's death by Len 

•I 
clays. Spil7. cr iDClicnlcs U1a t U1c <.>u lo~.r w:ts dcliv c r l'cl after Lhc obscrvant•c o l 



\'om Kippur hn-1\atan , Uw ntinOL' 1):1y of :\tonc111cm. This oLscrvancc was initi:ile<.1 

sometime du 1ing lhc s b:tct:nth ccnlu ry as a onc-tl:iy fnsl prior lo l':tch new moon. 

Il is r ecorded in ' lmd Luhol ha-l3ri l (1201>, H Oa , 17Ua ) thnl s inl'l' lhl' nuw moon 

Qlos h l_lotlesh) ::;er v es as :in atonement, man must l'l'(H.:nl ·m the ach·cnt of thu n<.:\\" 

moon . 
5 

(The 1·clationsh ip hetwucn dc:ith ~'Ind alonemenl hns p1'c\'ious ly bc..:cn dis-

cussctl in Chapte r I. Thl! m anner in which Spitzer intt:t{ralcs the concept of :i tonc -

nh.:nt into his c..:ul ogic.:1" will be s h0\'11 in Ch:lplur \' ~-

H. Simeon Sofer, horn in J , 20, wns the second nncl ynun~es l. son of H. ;\loses 

(l.latami Sofer , and the brnlhcr-in-l:rn· of ll. Solomon Spitzer . llc was :ippointcrl 

Habbi of ;\lnltcrsdo1·f in 1$-18 , fJl lSGl. he mo\·ed to Cr:1cow :111tl \\'as rabbi Lhe1·c 

until his dt.!ath in 18t">:~ . SofL·r was t.hc foremost lc:1tler of the o rlhodox .Jews in 

lialicia. scr\'ing as :i member of Lh t· i\u:-;tri::in Pa l'l hlllH;nL from 11'7'L 

!:iolcr's interest in uniting lh c Au::-l"ian orthodox community l\:d to politic:ll 

ncticm in 1 7R \\ilh Urn rounding of the Prc.:sel'\' c r s nf Helibrion (.\ J ~h1. i kL· h:1 - J):1s) 

socil'ty In L\·ov. The o rgani l'.::ttion, headed !Jy Sofe r. rcpn::scnled the first :itf.<.:mpt 

hi orthodox leader s lo unit~ in opposition lo the cm li~hlcn ers (lll:1Skilim). A Ia r~c 

('unicn.:ncl.! \\'hich was attended by 200 rabbis ~nd ~oo rcprcscnl~1livcs of communities 

was t•onv1Jnctl hy Lhe ~rgani 1.:Hlon in 188~ . The ptu·po~e of lhc confrn~nce wns tn 

prnlcd UH: t•ommu1tllit~s f1 ·o m lcndcnci cs tnwa n ls r c li:,.rious 1·cfol'm. Tht: confer ence 

passud a 1·c::;olu lion thnL on ly Jt·wi:; who oh:-;cr vcd the JH't:Ccpts of lhc Shukhan .\n1ch 

Wl:l'C to h1,; g r nntcd full votin!!" i·ights for communal t.· lccl.ions . 
6 

Spitzor docs 11o l indicatc h:tvi.ng- enj oyed :t pc1·son:1l relations hip wiUt Sofo1·. 

lie docs 1·uconl in his c;ulo~y th:1t ~of...:r w:1s the oujcc:I of much c l'ilicis m levied by 

llllll:1 m cd "enemies or lsr:1cl. II Sofo r \\':JS chargc<l as being hostile lo his people's 

freedom and in favor of thci r contiuuL-<l npprcssio11 in UH! diaspor:l (g:tl.ut. ) SpilZ<!I' 

d1..i1ics the validHy uf lh.i:; c t·it.ici sm, and rcmar ks th;lt ::iofcr was a J:!l'C.'1 f. lover of h is 



people. Spitzcr's comments on th.is mattl!l' arc p resented in full in the next 

chapter. 

ILESPEI) :-iE\'EN {Zayin) 

lklin.:red for Sir ~losl!S l\lontcfion" 'foL':lh 
porLio11: Nit.z:ivim (Ol!ut. 2!.l:!J - 30:20). 

The ouly dnt l.! SpitZl·1· n:cords in the inlroduC'Lory slal\!lllcnt is the yc:::i r 1870. 

This musl be s<:cn as un l' tTot· in transcription lwcnusc i\1 onLcfiorc clic<l 011 July 2;:;, 

lt is clc:ll" from this eulogy that Spitzer tH.'Vcr met !\iontct'iorc pcrson3Jly. 

Ile doui:; mention rc:.1tling Sc\·cr al Idlers i\ lontdiorc h::id sent to llunt!:trian Jc,,ish 

communities in which he cmph:isiz.crl his williug-11css to ue of hdp whenever he 

could. Spilzcr clc~C' ribcs i\lontdiorc :18 :i "giant of nl l!ll" 01c was G fed 3 inches 

Wll) :ind as ''3 man who besto\vod Jov1.: :11nl bund'il.:it•nc:u upon hi s pt.'OplL· throughout 

Uw wo l"l cl. " Though Spitzer nnt.i.1r~1 lly )Jr:1iscs i\I onlcf ior c.: ' s phil:rnth ropy :t1'd poll ti-

cal :.tctivity on buhaU or thu ,Jews, h e especia lly umphasizc:s I\lonlul'ior c:'s du\' OUL 

religious bchaYior. ;\I onlcCiorc's "sanctffication or Goel 's n:t me" is eel cbr::ilccl as 

his most. outstanding \rirtue. Spil7.cr \\Titus: "Ile (:;\ lonlcfiol'c) sanct.ilh.'<.1 Cod 's 

na me in public hy cl<.:(Uc:iting his sou l, throu~houl his dangerous travels, to thl! 

glory of Goel. " \1\lonlcfiorc.: a lways tr:1vc.:kd wilh his personal km;hl!r IJutchct•. ) 

Spitzer cl~1rly interpret!'< a ll of !\luntdiorc.: '~ gr<:al ch.:~ds as t•uflccting :l motivation 

lo honor C.:od . 

JI !-:SPED EH~llT (Chd) 

Dclln·rcd for Sami:;o11 l{af;1cJ ILirsch, :?lloses Pollack 
:i nd .J oel lkutsch. To1·:1h pc"lrlion: Tcl'umah (Ex. 
2:3:2 - 27:l!J). 

Although Spitzct· im:l u<.les lh c numcs of three orU1ocJox figures in hi s introcluc­

Lory s tatement, lw fOl'U Sus in the culo~y exclusively upon Hirsch. 7 No mcutiou is 
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mauc in the i ntl'Oduction of th e dates of d(!:tlh 0 1· the dutc..· of the eulogy . lliesch dic..·d 

on Occ..·cmlJCr 31, 1888; Pollack i n 1 ~~~ ; ancl DL"ut.::;ch on :\ lay l, 18tW. Furthermor e, 

boU1 Hi rsch and Poll:ick were eulo~izctl by others during UH.: y~1r l b 9. 8 Uascd 0 11 

t hcsc dates , this oulOh'Y was I.he last Lo be dclivcrccl amo1~ the colkc lion in Tikkun 

Shelomo. 

Samson Haphad Iii rs ch e;xcrtl!d a profound i nlluc11c..·1· upo11 Lhc vrt hvdox world 

of the ni nct ccnth cunlu ry. I ll: was <.:<luc:.it e<I in lhc cnlighl<.'ncd ortho<..loxy of J:icob 

I::tllingcr and Isaac Bcl'l1ays. llir::;ch's active role in t ransforming lhl.! principles 

or orthodoxy lo IJutLcr compl ement th e nw<..lcrn, cm:i 11cipakcl .Jew unrloubtcdly im­

J>l'CSSCd the ult r a- orthodox Spitzer. In ll ir sch, Spit.zcr found ::i "Torah- !.rut' . ll!W, '' 

a Jew t·ommi lt l.!J to the .:>lalutcs of Torah and love of 0<1d who was also no str:nig·l.!1' 

tn till.! sccul::tl' world . Though lllrsch dcvotc..•u the last :.l7 ~·uu rs of his li fe· to tlw 

01'Lhodox tnmmunil v in Frankfurt , h Is i 1\flucncc nc,·crthd css spread Ll1rou~houl Lhc 

Jewish ''orld. 

ll i s mnsl likels th :1l Spit ;1.cr nc\·c1· mcl llirsch , :1W1nu~h he s tal es in lli s 

eu lor,,ry t.h:H he r ead two or ll i r s ch 's i nflu c nti:.i I works : the Ki nl.!lccn Ld l cr s and 

llol'<..'\'. !J Bolh books , accordin~ to Spitzl!r, transform th e r1.!!1ckr into a "new per­

son" who 1.·mcr g1.:S with a n intunsificcl apprl.!cialion of Juda i sm and devotion to God. 

Spit:i:c r praises llir~c h as a " fii-:-hler of Cod's War" aga inst hcrdit·s who seek l.o 

ckstro.v lhc pillar~ of ,Judu ism. lli rst:l1 ' s role :ls <111 i:ducator of \·outh is cclebnltc..:cl 

as wdl. Accordin~ to Spitzer , ll irsch hncl the t.11L•nt of p r cscnlin" t:omplic:ulcd 

truths of Torah in a clea r uncl unde r standable way . ~pitz cr's praise or 1.llis virtue 

is rcconkcl in the l o ll m\'in~ t.:l1:iplt·r . 

• 

These fou r per, on~1 liti cs , a lthough dHfercnl in many ways , represented for 

~pi tzur ,Jewi sh leaclci·s who h:id thx licalcd lhc it· lives to preserve Orlhmfox Juunil'm. 

Ab r aham and Sim l'on Sore r cl er1rly c..·:-wmplifiud lht· orlhocfox t r :ulition in which 

.. 
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Spit.zcr w:is schooled. They rt.:p1: cs1.:nLcd the pn.:scncc o( lla l::im Sofl!l' in contempo­

rary Juwish :Ufairs. '.\lont.cfiorc and Hir sch rep1·cs 1:nt etl two modern Jews who 

successfully combined a participation in the St'cular wo rld wilh a faithfu l comn1it­

menl Lo Jud:tism. Each of the four nwn, in his O\\ll t·ight, fought against \\'hal 

Spitzer inlcqn·ctcd as thl! movement to\\':ircls sccu11·i:ini~m and assimi lation. 

Spitzer d e.'l rl>' uses these pcl'sonaliti es :is support for his instruc tion lo thl' 

con~reg:it.ion . Throughout hi::. caroet· in Vilmna :pil~ cr haltfod attempt:; by lhc 

r cformc i·i:; lo unde n1ti1w trn<lition:il orthodo:xy (SCL! Ch:1 ptor IO ). lll! n .:pcatcLUy 

ehargecl that Uici r :'ldaptations lo th t.: S<.:l'ttln r world \\'ct·c hcn~lic:a l and would lead to 

the demise of Judaism. SpitZl!t' contrastt.:tl s uch ntl:lptaLions wilh the examples of 

Lhe men he cu logizc:cl. They becam e U1e c:xarnplc:s of the modc:rn. fa.ithful , orthodox 

J1,:\\' • 

Of parLicular rclcvnncc for !.his ::;1.utly is th e f:-tut thal Spitzer chose Lo continue, 

within Uw conlc:xl or I.he fu111. .. •r a l :tddres~ , his pol1.:111jc diSJJutal.lon \\'ilh libcr;Ll dc­

mc:nts of the .Jlmish communit.~1 . !:iplt?. c i' po1·ccivcd th e eu logy, thcr efo1· c . as a 

Yoh..icl c for transmitting ins tl'uction on pr c:ssi n::; pnliLica l and r eli~ious issuus of thu 

<lay. 1t was an impol'L:'\nl sc:nnonic form , \\'Orth prcscrvi.n~ rind bdng m :iclc nvai 1-

nblu as a sou rce of in i-; tn1cti<m for }H'<.:~11.:lwr and l;1ym:1n :illkc . 

The eulogy, therefor e , w:1s seized by s11Hi'.0r as n s~rmonic instrument to 

furthe r thc aims of :1 b:lltHng- orlhoclox r :ibbin:ill'. This use of thu uu logy seems nl 

va Li.ancc to its fcH·1m1l ntio11 in l ega l lit.01·:i ttn't•. 'fill! questions aris e : Ilow did 

SJJi tzcr , :is i1 culogi::;t bound Lo hnl :1c.: h:t, f'u U'ill in the eulogy ritual pi:csc.: ript.ions 

~cJVt:rni.J1g- Lhc formula tion of I.h e 11 <.:S l'l: IJ '!: llow did Spili'.l.! l' rclatu Llw o<:cnsi on o f 

death nnc..I mourning to his aLlack on t hv r cfon n urs?; T o what extent dicl Spili'.Cr 

c.:ombine hi s wo1·dl" of comfort t0 th<.: mmirn l·rs with words of appeal for the m lo 

b:lttlc li beral Jud:1iRm? lt i s lo thes e questions that th e s lu<ly will now Lum. 



NOTES 

CHA PTER IV 

1 
I::nch eulogy in Lht' collection i::, numbered from Aid (one ) to Chet (eight). 

The lcxt is ptintcd in R:ishi s crip t , exc lus ive of the firs t word of cnch pnrng-raph 
whi c h is prinlc<l in bol<l-faccd llc!)r cw. Quotnlions from Biblical, Talmu<lic, and 

!JS 

~i i<lrnshi<' literature :l..'.'c not di stinguished from the text of the eulogy, ancJ gen erally 
appcn r without source reference. 

2
!\Iauricc Samuels , ' 'Sofer (Schn.ubcr )," Encydopc ilia Jutla.ic::t, (1971 ), XV, 

75-76 . 

:J Spitzc1· indi cates late;· i n Lhc eulo~y that Llll' con~r~::ition must 1 cmcmbcr 
Lhrcc additional figur es who huvc rcct:nlly di ed. They a n :: i\lo1·cJcchai llarda , 
l\loshe lld , and Aaron Zinger . 

4 The fac t tha t the eulogy was delivcrecl L('n <lays nflcr clc.·:ith is a poin t Spitzer 
ckvclops later in the eulogy. Nole di~cu:::sion on this in Chapt\.' r V. 

5 ll :iyvim Schauss , Guld e to ,Jewis h lloly 1):1~ , (New York: Sd10ckun Books , 
mas), p. 275 . 

G i\v r ah::im Hubinstcin , ''J\l a h ;.r. ilw ll •ldas , " Thv Encyclopctlia Jud:lic·n , (1!171), 
11, 7:l0-731. 

7 
i\I oscs Pollack (HH G-] 1-\X~) w:1s :1 s tudent tm clcr R. Ahr:thani Sofe r . ll c 

t·stab1J.s lwd his own ycshiv:1h in Bonyhad. lhm~:11~· · Joel Deutsch (181:3- l li !J!J) c:tmc 
lo Vienna in 1H52 as lhc Di n .·C'lor of an in~litull' fo 1· cll':U- mulcs . lie was a s tudent 
of i·abbinic litm·:ilun! throughout his Iii\ :, 

8 f\c:rnhnrd Wachs Lein, i\l;iftaoh, pp. 57, -t -t . 

!1 The "Lc:ttcrs" hnve IJcvn trani- l atccl into fl {·b r cw ancl Et1g-lis h : i\I. S. Arnnson , 
"!ill;c1·ot Z:i(on , " (\\'iln:i, 18!>2). Hernan.I l>r~1d1man, ·11ic Ninl'Lt>cn L etters of BC!} 
L"zit:I , (Xcw York, 1$!J!J). llon:v , tr:u1!' . l>y I. <:runfchJ, (London: 8ondno Press , 
l !Hi2 ). 

• 



CHJ\JYfER V 

THEMES ADDHESSED IN TllE EULOGIES 

Spitzcr 's chall enge in formulating his eulogies was to combine the polemic 

sc1·mon with U1c ritual observance to eulog!zc th e dead. The occasi on of death 

cJcmancJed that Spitzer ::icldrcss particular themes . lt was incumbent upon him, 

as i t was upon any t;!ulogist: to interprnt the meaning of death; to examine the 

life of Uic tlcpat·tccl; Lo console the mourners ancf reassure them in the continua­

tion of leadership; and to provide the m wi th :ln hisvn·ical lu1dcrstantling of Juda­

ism in order to renew their faith in the auU1orit"y of Goll and of Torah. Spit.zcr's 

ultimate task was to relate these themes to the larger context of the struggle to 

prcscnvc orthodox hegemony U1rl':ttcncd by rising sccta1ianism a nd assimilation . 

The congregation must unckrs tancl the L'Otmcction betwcc:n the: present occasion 

of death and the chnllcn~cs tht:y confronted in the world arowHI them. 

The tliscussion to follow \\ill dcmonslral<.: how Spit~cr acldrcssed ti ••·:-:.: 

tlH:nws in order Lo realize his goal . E:1ch themt: will be exami1wcl separately 

and will be illustr:ilctl by sclcctccl passa~t:S from Uw c.:ulogic.:s . ln addition, 

culogy number six will be t·cvil•\vcd in total . This particular culog-y mos t vividly 

illustrates !::iJJilZcr 's technique in rclnting tog'cllwr all th e themes wiUtin the now 

of Uw eulogy. 

Spitzc1·1s intc 1vrcta tion of lhc mc:min~ of cJcalh mosl fund :111u.:ntally estab­

lishes the connection bclwet:n the ftmcrnl sc1vicc ancl the largt:r historica l context 

in whic h he prc:•c hed. Accorilin:.; to Spitzer , the clcaU1 of the 1i~htcous was uuc to 

the sinfu l n:\tu r e of the people . Death was the result of the sin of the congregation. 
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1n this r espccl Spitz.er was echoing lhe conccptio11 of clenlh ns fonnul ulc<l in the 

lliblc :md in U1 c Talmud (cf. L ev . 10:1), ::>h:1b . 1 013u) . Spi t7.cr nrnplifkd Ulis 

traditional conccpLicm of death by s pccifyi11g lhv natul'L' of the pn.:sunt s in . The 

s in which rcsull t.'C.I in Uu: death of the conlempor:i ry fi~urc was thu congr q:~ation ' i:; 

loss of fo.iU1 in Go<.l and i n To1·ah. OrLhoclox J ews we1·c desccr:.'l ling th e S:ibbnth 

and mocking Un: dietary laws . Secu1:u· knowlL.'llgC was replacing the l'or:th :is 

rc•posilory of extern-I lntlh . Spitz ct· writes : 

''l)uring lhc i llness of the: Kct:iv Sofc1· l wL·nt lo Prc~slJu rg lo vis it my 

lc.'lclwr. I went hopeful Lh:1l thl' lcnrs , prnyc1·s, and rig hlL·ousn<.!55 which the 

congru~ntion oflcred to God nn Sofet" s 1Jd1:1lf woul d speed his 1·t.cove1y . r wunl 

\\'ilh g n .!:-1t hope lmt (~od returned me cmpty-hunderl IJc.:causc of th <: many s ins of 

the c:on~n:g·:ilion . Our prayer w:is nol :ic:ccptnblc befo re Ciod. 'ThL· joy of our 

heart 1s c:caSL!tl: oul' d;•nC'c i~ L\.Jt'nctl in to mournin~. Thu 1·rown is CnllL·n f r om 

ou 1· head , woe unto us that wu have: ~inned 1L nm. ;j :J!'; , J li). 1 "
1 

Spitze r :.llso i nturp1·ctL·ll Lii<.! dl'ath of I.he 1 ·i~hl 0ous as :1 sacrifice offci·cd by 

thl' congt·<..-g:ttion to atone foi· their s ins . ln ordur for their sacrifice to be ae­

ccptal>lc IJL'forc.: Cod. th e con1{ r~:llion mu:->l thorou~hJy e.x::mtine thd1· evil ways 

anti n.:lurn, in compll'lt: r epcntnn<.:l', Lo ljod 's comm:mclmc.:nts . Spitzur c:tpil.~11 -

izt.'CI upon the conc'-'pt or repenlnncc in order to u1'gc h.is coni;rc:g:tlion to rcjt~<.:L 

Uw tc.:achinf,!S of lilh:ral .Judahm1 . Ev1.m thnui;?h the righteous man clicd due to 

thcir s ins , the p1·ontisv of Di\"i1w foq~ivcnL'5S was c:-:lcnclccl to thu cong r cgali o11 

ii Lh 1.·y :l1.!l\J1owlccl~ecl their \\' n1n~doini; and 1·1:111r11t'd Lo lht: obscnanl'c of liocl ' i:; 

I~\\'. 



"The sages t.:.'l>Otmdcd in Pcsikt.:l Zutr:i, r\ch::ira i lGG: \\lly is the dcalh 

of the rightuous (the cle:ith of Aaron's sons . cf. Lev. Hi:l) 1·cc-or dud in Sc1·iptu r e 

in c lose proximity lo Ulc lliScussion Clf Yom ba-1..:ippur (cf L uv . lG:2fJ)? Il conics 

to teach that j us l as Yom ha-Kippur atones fol' s ins , so loo LiOl!S the clc:ilh of U1c 

rig-htc.:ous atone for s ins . Thu s::igcs , howcvt-r, have alrc~l<ly LaughL this prin t'ipll! 
•] 

by relating th<.: ul!uth or i\liri:im (d, Nu. 20:1) Lo lhc Hl'd lluifor (cf. Nu. 1 !.>). -

\V11y thc.:n do the s .. 0 cs r epent l.hc msdv us? An answer is suggl!stcd by llatam 

Sofo1-, my bel oved lenclH.:r, who cxpoundc<l: the.: 1·itual off1.H"ing of lhu Hcd ll c ifc.:r 

i s a community atoncnwnl (cf. Lev. lG:!J) . l.n L'Onl1'ast Lo this , Yoill hn-1\ippur 

!'>crvcs as an atoncm<·nt for each imlividu::il J ew. No\\' it i s known lo ::ill thal the 

d1~:.tlh of the righteous, likl' the Hctl 111..:ifeL at<incs for the entire community. 

rt will al so. howc\' et', atone fo1· C!:tch intli vidu:il of Uw conrn1u1tl t.y, like Yom h:i-

Kippur, if he i s I.nil~· affected by U1e death of Uw ri~hleous: if he C'nrcfull_,. ex-

nmines his bcha,~ior. mmu·ns iu the proper \\':l\' by shedding ten1·s :tnd, lhrou~ h 

this , rcb.ll'n s Lo obL'\' cn!r-mm·c f::lithfully Go:l's Torah. This prncL'CJurc wns 

thoroui;hly followe:I by Lhe [Sraclilc!=i upon the dc:ith of Aaron's sons , thus t hui 1· 

death i s likened unlo Yom hn- Kippur. :~ C'onl'cl'lling ;\l iriam 's dt•aU1 howcvC'r, 

the ls r ::ieliLl.!S f:.tilc<l to mourn proped y anc.l lhus hl'r d •ath i s likt•ncd on!~· to tlw 

l\cu Jluift:J' wltlch :itont•s for the coni.;1·L-g'ttlion but nol fo r each individual. 
4 

This 

is the.: inslruclion wltich we ns a con~rc.:ga tion must t:tlw to hcat·t. \\'c must un-

clcrs~mcl thnt our A" l' l':tl loss i s duc to our own sins ancl we must thcn:forc s(\(:d 

lu:JJ'S anu rupent. Jo'l'lllll 110\\' on \\'l! lllUS t. ~tr cnglh cn ourselves in God 's Tornh 

r: 
so that ou r loss may b1· :111 atonement similar lo )'.o_mJ13-l\i[>p_u1·. '"} 

Fundnmt•ntal to Spilzl'r ' s conc-cplion U1;H dc:1U1 scn«.·s as an ntoncm c:nl for 

sin wns thc: ncl'.d for tht· <.:ong r tig:ttion to propu l"ly ntourn the tlcnlh. Spitzer 
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therefore inst ruc ts his coni;n.:i;ation to w::t il :lnd shed tears over Uw death of 

Uw righteous . The shedding of tears is cleuned as th<: prope r manner to mourn 

death. The pradice of shcdclin~ le~'rs in nl()lll'nin~ has p1·eviously bcl!n c.'X:m1-

incd in Chaplcr I. The ·1iulch::t11 .\rnch instructs tl'C tlltlogis~ lo inc r ease th e 

flow of Uw m ourner 's tears (Yorch Dc:ih :14~ :1). The nocd t.o slwd Lc::trs is 

t hus :m halac hic presc ription which Spitzer incoqlo1·atcd inlo the formul~ition of 

his culogios . In onka to l"ttlly repent 11 11<1 seek foq~ivcncss from God Ute con­

grcgntinn must cry and shed lean; . (j 

''\\le musl now l:imcnL 311tl shed l C':i rs fo r il is w1·i LLl:n: 'And th e cnlin: 

congregation of lsracl ohall s hed Len r s over Cod's burn ing <.h:slrnc tion (Lev. 

lO:u). ' .\nd if OLll" sages counselled us : ' .\nyonc who shl'ds t~1rs on: r a worthy 

m:tn, God t'ounts and plac;cs them in his storehouse (!:ihab. 105h) , ' then how 

much the m ore rnusl we wail over the 1-{L'cat leaders of L"ral'I . Ucc:i usc of nur 

~real sins \\'l.l must shed rivc1·s of tears ::ind offer them LO Gori, who :1lsn shcus 

tc:u·~ over us :inti over our sins. ll :in .: Wt• noL been instruc l L'd Lo cry over Lh c 

dcstruc: tion of t;otJ's T empl e? If so Uicn w<.· su1·cly must c ry m•er the dcalh of 

the 1•i ghtc<1us , (01· it i s wriLL<!:t : 't;r •atcr i s lhe du:ith ol Lhc 1·i ;.{hlcous than Uw 

clcsln1clion o f God's Templ t• (H. 11 . I H<i. I' "
7 

"lt i s written in the Uook of 1>::.n lms : 'Those who plunl with a t ear s hall 

n·ap in g ladness (l's . 12fi :5). 1 From this \\'c musl lcnrn lh:i l thos e who shcrl 

ll'a1·s over the rlc;Hh of th e dl{htcous will 1· cn p in gladness ntoncmcnl for a ll 

s ins . ?l l ay il be You1· will, 0 l.m·d, thnt all the tea r s s hed torlay before You 

b ecome oul' seeds in Your s torchoui-; c. l\Iay You prcscn·e them for our future 

benefit, th3t when Your stor ehouse i s ope1Hx l we may rcnp them in gl:icJncss. 

l\Takc us worlhy hcin> to U1 c righteous, in wlwsc honor we have gath <:n Jd, 



and bl ess us \\ilh the bow1ty of Your ~ooclness . i\lny our livus bo ful l :met m::i.y 

we be worthy of complete n:dcmption in the 1ancl of Isr ael . " 

:\second lhemc which Spil:r.cr acldrl.!s:.1:d in his e:u l ogics was lhc lesson 

lo be ll·arn!.!cl by dos<..·ly L'.Xa1u.inillg lhc lifo of llw dl!pn r t.c.:d . l l has bcc.:n shO\rn 

in thu previous (.; J1.1ptcr Lhn t SpitZcl' usod the life of the Jccc;1scd as nn exampl e.: 

of the motlurn 01·U10tlox f: Lith.ful Juw. This e."<planation of lhe depnrlcd 's lifi..: a lso 

inl.l'gr::i lly rcl atc·s to Spi l7.c.:r 1s intcrprc~ation of lhc meaning of dL·:llh. The 

i:ighteous man clic:J due to the sins of Lhu pc.'Oplc . The people sinncu when they 

J~lodclPd thcir beh:i,·ior upon the teachings of l. 01·clic:1 l r dormcrs . They wer e 

1 ud n:-; l ray hy dt:c:eiYor s who preachL·d lhaL truth uncl knowlcdl{u C'Ould '11.: found 

in t.h<: stucly of science :ind not in U1c stud.\' of Torah. 

Spitzer instructc•d his congr~~'llion to r epent of lhls s i n by c.:mulati ng the 

vi r lucs of U1 c dcp:.i 1tc:d. The li l\.! of Lhc dcpn r tL·d was the l!.X:llnpl u of t 1·u c devo­

tion lo Uotl anti lo Tor:th . The dc:p•t r tc.::1 rcpn:sc•nlcu Uw CXl..'mplarly .Jew hce<lusc 

he too cnn 1lall•tl Uh · nohl c.: virtuL·s of past .lowish hemes. Spitzer 1·cpc.::'1Lcdly 

dcmons tr alctl that the ckpa r tcll rqH·cscnt c:cl iu his gc.:ncr :i tion the a ttributes 

which the great :mcil·nl s~gcs rc.:prcscnlc<..I ill Uwi r O\\'n gt.'t1c1·alion . i\lonlcfion.: 

ucstowctl goodness upon his pc.:oplc, dul' to the exampl e of Ab1'.1ham, who lJc­

stowccl goodn ess U)JOI\ lhL· anl'kn l ,Jews. 

Dy inslruc lin~ his PL'nplc lo omulnlc l hl' virluus of the.: clcec.:nsud, Spitzer 

united I.he present c(111~r(!~:tlion \\ith Ute.: ance:;lors of thcir herit~c. \\1H.11 tho 

peopl e r epudiat e.: the life of Uw clecc::i.scd by fo Uo\\ing the example of the rc­

Connc rs . Lhcy c~senU:1 1l~· n·putlialc lhi..: very l"otmd:1tion of their Jewish hcr i ta~c.; . 
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' ~ ly fri enrls, we sec that our IJdov c<I sngc (H. Alw:1ha111 Sofer) m e dts the 

appul:1l1on 'The .\rk of lhe Lord' due lo his i;re:H love :met s tudy of Tor'lh, li e 

fulfilled the ml•:'\ning of Lhc verse , 'This is the l aw fforah ) when a man c.Jil.!!" ill 

a lent fa' u . l !l:l 1).' IAccor<ling to :-ihab. l':~ b, :\ma n s hnul<..l study Tor :-th wt:n 

at Uic lime of his dc;llh. J \\"e know that fo r 111osl of his Li fe Sofer was ilJ and 

doctors ordcrctl him nol to study • •• Dul he refused to live.: his li fe without 

Torah :l1HI continued to s Lu1...j" throug-hout the n i~hL, s l eeping Un-ce or four hours 

at Uw most. l.n ilcl<lition he raisod up t hous ands of s tud enU. • many of whom a r e 

Gconim, nncl hundreds who now tl:ach Tora h. His wisdom 6'1.licled him in upri~ht 

beh:ivio1· as w0ll. li e could not listen to a s landerous wo rd com·erning any man, 

rtnd wou ld a lways s:iy: 'Do not jud~c ~-our n eig bbor uJ1lil you s l:md in his p lace: 

''\V 1.1 find in the prophutie porliuu fol' the WL1Ck (N i. ti:1vim: II" . <.i l : l0-1i:j:!I) 

:1 p r l'l'iSc tll!Sc ription of the ch:ll'<1clc.:r of our g;rc.::ll sage !~ l oses ~l ontc.:l iorcj. 

lt i s \\Tillcn : 'Surl'ly lhcy :i re my p<.:ople, children U1al will not lie, so he was 

their s av ior. I.n nll their ~1frli<.:tion h o_~ wa s :afflicted :111 tl th e :in~l:i of his (H"Cs~1l·t.: 

saYed them; in his lo\·e :an rJ in his pi ty he r Nlecmed them , and hl· lJorc Lill'lll 

:ind l' :"l tTi ccl them a ll the cl:1ys of old (IR . (i!l :s . !J) . ' IL i s known that i\lonlcfi o r e 

pcrfm·mcd g r eat dc<.:us on l1ch:ll1 of his people. i\ lnny Lillll~ h e Lt·:ivc l ed g r c;ll 

d.is l:mcvs , mindless (lr the d:1ngcr o r c:-:pcnsl· involved. 1\01.hing w:is loo difficull 

for him Lo do i.f he hc:1 n l tha t his IJ1·0UH:r s wc1·1· in clis t r css. God wont wi th him 

a s he mcl \\iU1 Kings nml Pdma:s :1111! J>l'rfm·nied wondc rous deeds for his pctiplo . 

Aflc:r r t.:cddng lhe thanks of t he people bc would r espond in letters , which I 

myself h:ivc: r end. U1at i t was his n .:spo11s i l.Jilily to help. Furlh e rmo r c. he wrote 

Uwt he w:ls s url' any .Jvw wou l d <lo the same if only h e h;\d llw w <.:::i llh ancl oppo1·-



tunity . In this respect the decenscd rcs cmhlecl l\loscs our Teacher, about 

whom ~cripture slates: 'And I.he mnp !\ loses w:-is the mos t humble of 111cn 011 the 

face of the l:tncl (Nu . 12::3).' \\'c must undursl.and LhaL U1is virtue; doos not 

merely i ndicaLu the simple notion that i\loscs was not haughty, iL inclicaLes rather 

i\los1.:s 1 uni4lte cnpacily to lower himsclr in his o,\·11 cyL·s . i\losus utlribu tcs 

all his greatness n ncl scluct.ion by t.:od to the merit o( his father, Am ram, ~i ncl 

all !us wisdom and r iµ,. teous deeds were cxccllc.:d, ill hi s vi ew, by other 111011 

in Isr::icl. \Ve find this virtue of hu1ni.Ut1· in Lhc depa1·tud, i\loses J\lontefiorc. 

But even more praisewor thy than the virtue itself, was the c.x:1mplc of i\Ionte­

fiore•s humility to inspire others to act righteously.' \.\'c come to undcrst:ancl 

our great loss in 1\lontefiore' s death by comparing his virtue of goodness to th e 

bcncfici<.mcc of Abraham our Tuachcr. Concc1·ni11~ Abraham's slrng:;le " ·Hh 

Co(l to save the lives of Lhc <Nil ones of Sodom and Gomorrah , we ask: Why did 

Sc1·iplurc prc.:scrvc this stor y if, in fact, Abraham was not successful in his 

pl ea? It woultl have bt:t:n unclcrstnnclablc if Sc riptur e had sung th~ praises or 

the righteous hc.:u:iuso they coultl annul God 's cloc r t:c, but J\b1·:1h::im failed. Why 

Uwn s hould we pny LribuLc to his failure.:? Th e answer i s sceu i n the fact that 

Abra.ham represented lhc: source of loving kindness in the world . God realized 

thnt in thl! futul'e :.i ll the wurld would regard Abraham ~• s a motlcl fr om whom to 

l earn gooc.lnuss anc.J loving kindness (Gen . 1 ~ :17-19) . Abraham might hav0 re­

joiced, howuvcr, over God's 1rnnishment of the evi1-c.loe1·s for Lhat would have 

aided his altcmpc in tc::ich othui·s to be good :ind God-fonring people. Instead, 

Ahr:ilwm r efused lo be h:1ppy on.:r nnothc 1· man 1f; nti.sfo1·tunu. This virtue is 

rooted in the foun<lntion of the Jewis h religion. It i s such a vital aspect of the 

J cwis h herit:J.gc, that Sc: rip tun: , r c:i lizing Abraham's destiny to command 

otht:rs, soui;ht lo implant; this virtue in Abrnham 's U.'\etnpln.ry ch::iractor. 
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"This i s Lhe virtue of goocincs!" whil:h wo find in 1\losc:s l\I on Lcfiore. Like 

Abraham , :\lontcfiorc hestowccl loving- kindness on a ll m en; whethe r believer or 

not, wheth er J1..:w or i1ot. \Ve also must r cnwmbur that i\lon lcfiorc was n firm 

bdiuvor in Goel, a believer or To l':ih, nnd stringent in foll owing a ll th e con;1-

mandments of the sages. )'.;ever did he ~ravd withoul his own pc1·sonul Shochcl. 

Compa r e this bchn.v io r io that of tU<lny J ews who mock the laws and customs o f 

our heritage. It i s <mr own peoph:, not the non-Jew, Who r eject our laws ns 

unseemly and outdntcd. WI.! mu::;i lua m from the motld of i\lont<:fiore tlw l 

.Judai sm i s still :J vialJIL' and vital way('[ life. ,,JO 

"fl i s wrilLcn in our weekl y Tornh r eading (rcruma h): ' And Uod spoke Lo 

J\loscs saying : Spuuk lo the ch ildren of L~ racl i h;l t. they bring 111l' an offe ring; 

of c\·c ry man that g h ·l's i t willin~ly from his hea r t s h::ill you take i\ly offl:ring­

(£x. :l:i : 1. 2) . ' '/\n cl thl'y s hnll make me :i sanctuary (!\likd:i s h ) :ind l will dwe ll 

:Hu ong Lhem 1I::x. 25:ti ). ' We must undor st ancl from this las t \'l' t'SC that t<wh 

~ind cvur y r ighteous man cst:iblis lws c...;ocl's sanctuary through hi ms1.:M. ll o l>l'­

c.:omes Gocl ' s snnctua1·y on ea rth. \\'e furthl'r l<.!arn t.b:it Gori dwells within the 

i·i ghtcous J ew as Il e wou ld wiUun his own s:in ctuar~· · Thi s attribute of U10 

righteous repn~scn ts lhuir ultimnte ac.:hi cvem cnt in Judai sm. 'We find proof for 

this by nnclerstandin~ the princi pk hchintl U1c 111·o~rcssion of the first eig ht 

Torah por tions in th-: Book of Exoctus . These cight. portions follow the his tol'y 

of th<: L-;1·a<:liles frnm their cns l an:n1enl in Egypt and sulJSuqucnt l' t!tlc rnption, 

to lhcir r eception o( th1,: Torah anu commandm~nls , and c ul minnting; in the 

cst:lblis hm ent of Uw s:1ndun ry . T!te essence or Judn.il:im is that in every gcnc 1·­

ntion the lsr::teliles f:.ic<: lh-: opposition 1Jf :ln ' Ei:nvL; 1 in <.:Very generation J ews 

have ha d tn pt·ogn!S:> f1'om s lav l' l'V tc'l th0 ul'>t:iblishmcnt of t1 snncluar y lo God . 
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To be n :minucu of lhi i; p rogr ession of his lory and Lhnl God conli11u:Uly rcdl!cms 

our p coph: the sag1.:s havl.! ctfrcclcd us Lo fn st and seek r cpcntcnce during th e 

clays of LllL'Sc weekly readings . 
11 Throu~h i·cpcnt.::incc the ri~hlcous ren ews 

his fai U1 in God nntl Ton1h and becomes sanclifil.: tl unto hi ms elf - he l>ccoml..!S 

righteous become t ;od's s a n1,;tuary frnm thL' 1.;pi so<lc of :'\loses who ::isks o( Uod, 

bt'fon· th u CJS l :-tbli s hm cpt of the i\ liktl:ts h o r the ~ lishl':ll 1 , 'Whnt will be the 

s ane tu:11·y fo1· the people? ' (.)od 1·cp lics , 11 will take from a mon~ lhl.' i·i~ht cou s 

and they \\ill es l abli :;; h thc: ms <.•ln.:s (mit-m:ish - c h t..--ni m) :is :a ~ ;mclu~u·~· for the 

l ' l 

people.' -

'The sage whom we n :mcmlw r , ll. Sams on ll irsch , m o1·c lh:ln ~lny oth e r 

t~l:tn , cxcmplifi ccl in hi s life Ul c tcadlin~s of the 'J'n r ah po rlion . li e r c;lc h 1.:cl 

Lh1.: hi :!, h 1.:~ l lcvc:l of ou i· J c:\\i s h reli~ion by r cpre!'cn ting God's s:1neLuary on earLh 

and by bringin~ lo :111 m en c.;ocl's s piril which dwdkd in him. I le wns a m:1n 

Lr uly dcn>t cd to Goel , who comntlttl·d his IJody, wealth , :incl intdl cct t u cJc,·:itu 

all m en lo Lhc hui~hts c,f Oivinc won ;ltip. Il e wns Liu: ' fig hlc r of Cod's \\'n r' 

agains t. the sinfu l ones of his !!enera lion . lit: s t1·u)!gl cd to p l:mt lhc s eeds o f 

orthodoxy in hi s t'01Tt1pt dty of Fr!ln kfurL. li e brnughl God ' s s piriL to :i ll 

thrnugh his r ele ntl ess c nm11titm c nt l o educ~1 li . .' ou r p eople, whc Uwr young 01· 

old . I l e er ected ins litulions filled ' ' ilh Uw unclwngc:tblc truU1s or Judai s m . 

Like 1-Jng Solo mon, I lil"sch 'm:ldl: ean ' for l h1: To1·a.h' hy inc rcnsin!{ L11c numl>c 1· 

o r J l'\\'S who hc:l r ki::n lo l he te:idtini;s of To 1·:1 h. J :$ This ho did by prcscntin~ 

i·ouud i n p1·ol'undity and dressed th <.• m in contemporary ~arm ents familiar to t he 

mod e rn Jew. 
1
'
1 

.\n.\'Onc who has n : acl IUrsd1 's g"r eat work , Till' Nincl 1.:cn Lutl<.-rs , 

\\ill <.·cr L:l inly rl.!a li~c that IJc.:fo r c r eading- il he did not 1u11 lcr~tnnd LllL' Jc\\ish 



religion :is ho docs now. 111.: wi ll lilcr:tlly hccomc fl new pt.:rson. llirsch's 

second publication, llorcv, \\'Oncll·rfully describes the: 'fence a r ound the com­

m:tndnw11ts ' :tml wi ll s uruly fill lht· \\'ol'lcJ wilh th e glory of God. llut now, at 

I Fe 

his det1U1, we.: musl shc.:d tears and rc111c.:mbc1· 'Tims passes lhc Glory of U1c 

\Vorlcl (Av . %ar. 2(1:t). I Wu have lost, bc.:cau:;c of QUI' sins , the ehuphc rd or 

ls r ad; ' The elders of Zion s it upon UH.' 1-{round ::1ntl k1...ep siknl (Lam. 2:10) . ' ,.l5 

T ho third uwjor theme.: whi<:h :pitzer addn:s~l·d in his eulogies was the 

ctisis in k:t<lcrsh.ip \\'luch r esult.cu wlwn Uw righteous died . The 1111.m !:>pitz1:r 

<.·ulogi zcd wc:rc tru ly "fighll'l'S or God 's \Va1·' 1 in the batik to prescrvl' Ortho­

<l::>x Judn.i s m . They wen! JH':liscd as c"cmplary llgurcs and <kcl.icatcd lt:adcrs . 

Thci r clealh pusvtl a scr ioui-: Lhrc.~at to the conl.in11at..ion of th1· ))atlll- a~:ti.nst. t he 

n.:lorrncn;. Spi Lzc1• undouhtcclly fel t alone and dt'sC'rtccl in his r ol e as:\ sur -

vivini; leader of orthodoxy. Evt'l'Y eulogy he ddivc r ccl for n rcllo\\' ''comnido 

in l1alllc" musl h:t\'C hcig-hLc11cd his sense tif dcspondc1H.:y . 

The eu logies , howcvc1·, clo noL n·nL'cl a t.nt:1l despa ir for Ut e lun1 r c . 

Spitzct' \\'as c hall un~cd Lo rwww the co111·a~c of his con(!; l' c;!alion Lo st.:1nd firm ) ~· 

in Lhc:il' st1·u~dc ag-:linst libcl':il ,Juda.i~m. It was also incumbent upon ~pitzcr. 

as :1 su1·vivill~ h!atlcr, lo r econfirm in Llw p r csc11cu of Uw people , his conti nua ­

t..io1\ or le:idcl'Ship. The c<1n~l'cgalion , and Spiticr , h:.H.I suffer ed :t 5dlJ:Jc k , buL 

the fig hl 11gai11SL hcl' l\S)' wou ld c:ontfouc. liod \\'CHiid not :1l.mnclcm llis peopl e.: if 

they truJy reJH.•ntcd for their ~ in. tlpit zc1· relied upon U1c wisdom preserved in 

Sc r ipture :incl ;\l iclr:1sh to indicatl~ the lllanncr in which l eadership wns carried 

on by disciples of the 1·ight1...'0US . 
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"lintil lh t! tlc•alh of lht~ lcadl't' 1 Lill' con~n.:g:\lion Sl:tnds firmly in bnLtlc Le> 

pi·otccl true religion nnd Tor:1h fl'om all t'llCmics . \\"c rely upon the leader's 

support lo countc:r evil ordin:tnccs issued, on account of 0ur s ins , lJy the 

foreign counlry in which we lin'. \\'<.• ~ccu rl'l.v batllc herct it.:s wilhin our own 

camp as il i s said , ''I our dcsLro~·\.·rs nnd tlwy Lh:tl la~" you wnstc s hall go forth 

l <i 
from \ "Oil (Is • .J!J:17). L1pon the dc.:;\lh of t 1w lt.::.idcr , 'all knl'CS shall be 

weak :is water, ' fn1· \\'L' have no support for our feet in b:Htlc. Thcrl' i s no one 

to advise us in rc.·:il!ious matte1·s , no nnc tn :1nswcr quc.:sli on~ in Torah. 'And 

with whom hav e: You left Llws1.· fL'W sheep (::i:t m . 117:2H1.' ,,J 7 

lnlcrL·3Lin~ly, within the same eu lni,')' !--pitzcr ad\ isecl his congi·cg-nlion 

Lhat lt!adcrship will l'Otlli nue. lie a lso sug~esll!d that the con~n~;llion had a 

signific:int. role lo pla~· in order to ~uarnntcc ~heir own fut-i1n: security. 

''131.!fore Elijah w:1s lo bL' s ummo1H.:d to li fe e\"l•rlaslin~ hL' wns askt:d by hi A 

disr:ipk El i sh:l: 11 prny thee, let :1 double po1•UtH1 of you 1· spirit be upon nw 

(lo\ , 11 2:!1). ' Llijah ri:spondi:d: ' You IJm·C! asked me a tliflicult qu<.:slion; if you 

sec me \\hen I ;:im tak1:~1 from you 1Lukah :\le-ltchaJ it s hall be.: so for you, but if 

not., it sh:ill not bt· s o 1K. fl 2:10J. ' Eli s ha's qu c:stinn w:• s promp(.l '(I by hi s ill·-

si r e to continue the ski ll c...Y k<1dership of hi~ Lcadic1·. Elishn h:l<I always won-

clcorcd how I::lij:th co:.i l d bilth {l•ach !he youn~ and the old, the bt:~i1111cr :ind 1.h c 

s dwl:tl'o llow could Elijah lo.vet' himself to Q~!) l :iin the way nf pi lpul :1ml lo t•x-

tract the law from To1·:th 011 a lt:vcl 11c~essa.ry for a be~inm:r to unclc rst.and. 

I:;Jish:• thus asked for :i 'doubll' p01·t1on' of spi1·it, lwcau;;c E l ijah's spirit wns as 

a lwo- siclcd sword, 01w s ide w:1s sharp for his own llCl.!d1' :rnd !.he othe1· was dull 

for the needs of his studvnts . When l:.lijah lh e1·cforc said , 'u you see me,' lw 

m1..:am, 'if you sec that my gJ'e<ll lrnowiL'd;;e i s taken fi:om ynu (1.Atkah i\ lc-lteh:l),' 
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that is , t::iken from my students , Uwn 'iL shall be so f"ol' you. ' that is , iL \\'iU 

be easy for you to continue ~tftc r l am gone. Elis ha \\'ill then know that, in 

t.rulh, a teacher does not lower himself Lo Lci1c:h Lhc sluclcnt, but is l .. tised IJV 

his s tudent. Ou 1· sages tau~ht us Lhis ks son \\'hu1 lhc.:y said, 'i\I ore than front 

l Q 
:inyonc I have learned from my students . ' TI1is i s t lw bc:tuty anll \\is<lom of 

Torah . One lcorns Torab lo teach iL io others , not like other knowledge whic:h 

:1 man 1-' ltH1ies on ly for hims .·tr. " l !• 

''l once heard m~· teach er , ll. Abr;1Jl;11n ~ofe1·, speak lhL' follO\\ing words 

and I \\"ill try to t'CJ>l~al them lo ynu l'.X:tc:tly as l lwa r el them. l\ly tc:1che r quoted 

H. Yochanon I>. Zackai who s::iid: 'Two r oads nee udon.: nll', Olll! IL'ading to Lhc 

'~:trdl'll nf L:.dt•n and c'\llc 11.::i lUn~ tn (;l'fw110111 ti fell ) , antl I do nnl know 

IJy \\ hil'h l sha 11 he t:1k1.:n , thus how l!:lll 1 nol c r y (Bel'. 281>) . ' ~ofcr cxpla i tH.:d 

that, C\ l~l1 lhon~h a man may ser\'L' Goel ;111d slucly Tor::ih :ill his life , and 1·i~ ht-

fully t::'\JH:t'l to l'lllcr Gan E<lcn, he c:111 ncve:r bc sure that Lhis wil l happen. \\lhc.il 

he di es his studl'nt.s will deciclc ror him. This is b1.-'Cattse his st"t1cknls m:l.\" break 

the yol,c of tiod ' s comma1H.lments and corrupt Cod's teach.in~s . lf th ey <lo so, 

thdr Lc:1t•ht:r i s L'qually held :iccou11t:1bl l! foe thl'i1· sins and wi ll enter Cuhunom. 

()n UlC other hnncl, if the stu <h:nts l' c rn:tin f:tithfu l lo <.;ocl and to 'J'or:th, then lheil· 

tenclll'r ~han·s in thci r m erit antl h1; \\i 11 t.:ntcr G:l11 Edc.:n . 

"\re mus t lake Uus teaching or H. Sofer to heart. lt is upon n ll o f us now 

to c-..::1111inc our dc.:cds :ind :tt:t:l'JIL 1·qw11t:111ct• ht our ht•arLs if \\'L' wis h to ~1SU l' L' 

ou1· Lc:1t:hc r's blessing in thl' world lo t·onw. \\'c :lre instrnt'ted: 'Whun a r ight-

cous mnn clics , all approach him, al l moun1 for him, ::i ll s i t upon Lh u ground 

(Toso l\I . K. Ch. II ). ' 'Antl the elders of the clauA"hlcrs of Zion sat upon the 

g r ound anti kt•pL ::;ilc.mt (Lam . 2 :10).' They s:tL upon the ~rotmd Lo c.....:am.inc c:t r e-

fully the;i r deeds an cl to sU1· rq>cnt;tn<.' t'. 
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''IL i s instructive for us to e.'\::Uninc how the prophet Jeremiah ended his 

Book of Lumcnlulions . \\'c r u:id in the l ast Lwo vcrscs o( th e book: 'llc lurn us 

to You :ind we will i·eturn, l' l'll (.!W our days as of old. But You have ull cr~v 

rcjecL<.;d us . You are ,·ery an~ry with us (Lnm . 5::H, 22). ' Bl•causc Jeremiah 

enc.Jed U1c book on ::i tragi c note ( \·s. 22) , he reLl1 rncd ;tnd repeated the ncxL lo 

last verse ( \'S . il) in Lhe postscript in onlcr to ullim:ilcly conclude on a note 

of opti mism nnrl hope . Wt..: mus t k arn from th.is that c;ocJ's mercy is boundkss 

nncl so lie }H'l·p~lt'l•d our salv:ltion prior to ::; trikin~ us \\ith evil blows . Bcf 01·c! 

rejecting Israel , Gnd first di splays h.is \\il lin;-'1H:SS to rt..:<.:civt: hc L· in rcrwnl~ 1 11c~ . 

We totlay ar c L'<1ually blessed wi th God's m er cy . Uufor c Cod s trw.:k down our 

hd on·!I s ag-c, n. Ahrnham Sofcr , he c1·catcd our snh·~1uon in Ute presence of 

his ~nn ' •• • ' Unto us :1 son i s g"ivcn , ancl Lh v rule ~hall be upon his s houltlt..:1· 

(ls. !J:G).' :.W 'And l hc sun ri ses :tl\d the S lU\ :;nes down ( Ecd. l:J !) ). ' '(11 p l :1t•t: 

oi your C~lth1.?rs sh:1U be you r sons (Ps. 45:17). ' ;\l ay God bless H . Sorcr 's son 

ancl h.is seed and pcnn.il. him Lo van~· nn in the nobJ c t1·adition of hi s r:1tlwr and 

gnmcU':ithcr (J_latnm So(c r ). ;\lay t ;od be s o bks ::-otl that 'out of Zion s ha ll ~o 

21 forth the l aw an d Uw \Vorel or thl· L oni rrnm .Jerusalem (Le; . 2::1) . I II 

A them e whic- h has :1ppcal't..:d Lhrou~houl the p r evious tlis cussion of the 

culogi l..!S w::is Spitzct·' s concct·n for Lite pr1.:sc1·yalion of OrtJ1odox Judaism. 

Death wns cXJ)lalncd ns thu r c.•sult of s in , whic h Spitzonlufincd as lh o v iolatl1111 

of Cod's c•Wl..'ll:tlll with br:1 el. The 11\ourncr was instl'uctcd to r epent, i . c . 

lo retu rn lo the olJsc1·rnnc..·c of God's c:omrnandnwnt!'; , The Ille of lhc dccc:t~cd 

cxompW'icd Uris faithful clt..:votion to (.;od ;tml to Torah, By p1·opc rly mourni ng-

the cle:tLh of t.hc l ca<lcr , the mourner wou ld boLl\ r epent of his s in and rcconsc-

c ra te himself to hnl:i cha. The occasi on or mourning IJ~-camc nn occasi on for 

the J IJW to rcn.ffi rm lti s :icccpt;1ncc of God 's covi.:1in 11L. 
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Spitzer undcrst0otl lhc covcnnnt hctwc;cm Gori ~incl ls rn c: l lo he eternal 

and tmch:lng-cnbl c. The r<·formcrs' attempt to modify th:it. covenant thrc:-tlcncd 

to clcst.roy Llrn hisloric:tl conLlnuiLy of 1 he ,Jc,,ish pcopk. !:.\pi tzcr Lhus defi ned 

Orthodox Jutl:Lism as Tor:th - True .Jurin.ism , IJ1.--cause il, alone, m:iintain ccl 

sLrict ndhcrcucc lo God 's eternal law. ·111e e'-formcrs wc:1·c hc i·ct.ical because 

they did not 3.CC(.'j>l <.:od 's covenant a s dcrnally hindin~ and immutable. They 

b roke t.hc eonlinuous bond which united the prcscnl Jew with ltil' :1 ncit>nt :lnccslor • 

.. \\'l' n.:ad in the \\'cckly To1·;1h 1101·t.ion (:\itza\'imJ: ' Y<'ll stnnd this d::iy :J ll 

of you lldorc: the Lot·cl ,·ou r t..:ocl: you1· captnin~ of your tribes , your elch:t·s , 

=incl your 0£ficcrs, all the mu1 o( lsrncl . Th:il you should c:nlc1· into a cm·cnanL 

\\'ilh the Loni your Gori, :mcl inlo llis oath whit'h the Lord you1· t;od m::ilws wilh 

you lhis clay (Dcut. :.!a :9 , 11).' Th ese.: were Lill.: wonls which !\loses our Tv:1C'hl·r 

read before our :mccslors on :\lou11t 1101·1.:v . So do we Loday 1·e:id lhcsc worcls , 

we who hm·c gnlhcrcd lo mourn lho dcillh of our ;\loses, ou1· g-rwL leader :\losc.:s 

:\Ioutdio1·e. Yet t \\'c gather today primarily lo rcc:-:Lablish and inlcnsi[y 0111· 

acceptance ancl l rusl in Goel 's covenant. IL is an d <.:rnal co,·c.manl wbi ch \\ill 

1ie\'t•1· be forsnk1.:n . In this cul oµ;y wt· for·u s 11po11 Lh c t•cmtrn l moments of l\lonl<:­

fiorc's life . \\11 t·n wt· l'L'\·i ew his gTe:1L deeds We undcrst.:incl lh:1I llw n:Jlion who 

gan: bi rth lo sud1 n Le:idee i s iLscU an dcrnnl nation . \Ve nol only acknowledge 

U1c accomplish menu; of out· mcmlJc·rs in Lhc JH·cscnt , but we musl a lso reali~e 

lh::tl wil11in ou 1· \'l'I'\' bos om \\'L' C:t l'I'.\' lhc spark ol Divinity wllich ~uar:inlees 011r 

i mmm'L:ility. Th1.: Di\·inv :-;pa r k of immort:•li ly 1·esi ucs in th e li(c of a ll ou r 

gn~at c hild 1·c.·n 1 from i\foscs to l\toi-;c.:~ and beyond. 

"\Ve have mnny enemies in lh1.• worl d wh<> wis h to Jc~lrny the foundnlion of 

our holy nation . Thou~h we: c:ounter them \\iU1 spc.:cchcs and writings, our grc:i tcst 
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weapon of ddcnsc is the very C.."Xample of the dl'p:u·tccl. The ~reat deeds per-

formed by l\lontefiore i11dicatc to all, the \\ickeLlncss of our enemi es . llis d<:!cus 

s ilence their attack. Thus when we <lrc commanclccl to ' c11te;r into a covemint' 

we must rcmcmbl·r ou 1· ir.tmorl:lliL.V :ts :l JH . .:opl1'. To do so we must forever 

rcmembc1· the great virtues of l\Iontcfiorc, to keep his life c:onsi:lnlly bclon.! 

us :.is :t source of instruction. \\\: must honor in our lives "hat he honot'l'<I in 

his life. \\'e must expr ess Ou ' ' devoLion lo l\lont<:fiorc hy renc\'ving- our de\·otion 

to God :ind to To1·ub. 'For J the Lord. change not, a11d you sons of .Jacob an ' not 

consumed (j\I:-il. :1:G).' \\'e are an immort:1 l people, who must conlinuc to pass 

on fl'om gcncr:ition to ~e1wr:1tion out' :-iccepU'lncc of God's covenant. ':>\o wenpon 

that is fornwd ag·a inst you shall pros per, and ever y long1l'.: that shall rise against 

you in judgment ynu shri ll c011clem11. 'L'llis i s the i nhc::ritancu of Uw so1"\':l11ts of 

the:: L oni. ;1ncl lh0ir ri ghteousncs~ i s of J\l c , ~ay~ the L1)1·ct (ls. G-1:17). ' Th1•nu~h 

the inspiration or i\fontcfiorc we shall carry the b:innur 0f ou r cxistenuc :lntl of 

our immortalily ag;nlnsl even' stormy wind and \\'ave of the sc:1 . In righteousness 

' 22 we s:1y : You s tand this cl;1y Lo p:lss on the covl'n:int. 1" 

Th c:: fou 1· t.lwmus pn:\'iously di:"cussccl a 1'c ll\OSt \'iv idly illustrnted in 

Spilz.cr's eul ogy for R. :'\imcon Sofc1· . Thou~h l!!!Ch theme has been scpar::it('ly 

examined for the sake of chrrit:\' , it is equally i mporL<lnt for U1u reactor to ap-

prcci:ltc the manner in \\'hich the themes :ire r<'l:tL<.:cl \Vithin Lh c f'low of th e <.:ul ogy. 

The ccnlr<ll id<::i of the v11lo~y is c:xpn.:ss1•d in it s opening s criptural p:ts-

sagu (Ps.1 1!.l :5). The i tlc:1 con1.:l11'11$ Lhu 1·clatio11ship hdwccn the historical past 

and the pres ent. Spitzer argued tlwt Jud~sm lwd cvoh·eu as a relig-ious system 

of worshi]l to God. The ct crnal nature of .Judaism wns roolcc.I in th.is pi·occss of 

uvolution. Though God's l:tw was cLet·n~11 n.ncl unch:mg:oablc, lhc l aw w;is inter-
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p r ctccl rliCfcrently <luring U1e tl<:vl!lopmc.mt of .Jewis h his tory . The law was 

never n~jcctcd (the goal of the rofnnncr s) , i.l w:1s only diffe r ently concei ver! by 

man as he ~rew in wi sdom and lea rnc~I to bcttc1' uncJet·st:i.ncJ IJ1c will of Go:J . 

This conception of "c,·o lution " cnabl Ptl ~pitz1.: 1· Iv i:t1co1·1X>r:.ttc the principle 

of "chnngc" into the c:h:lractcr of 01·thodox .J udaism . 

"\\'c rc:id in li e nook of Psalms: 'You h::ivc.: hcd!{ccl nw ln bdliud (Achor) 

~llld IJdorc (Kedem), You hnve laid '\ ou1· h:inrl upon me (Ps. 13!1 :.)) . r From 

U1e Book or Genesis \\'C: k:lt'll Llwt man \\":lS both l'l"l!:llc.:d afte r :i ll animals (GL'n. 

1:2ti) :1nd l>dor c all animals (Gt'l1. 1:2) . i\ Ian's l'SSenlin l nature was his spiri t 

(lluah) which exis ts before his bodily ct·~1lion . \\'c furlh t•r lc:lrn f1·om the 

words of H. Siml;li in Uw :\I iuras h tlwt the law of man (Le \·. 12 :2) was n :conled 

in Scripture.: nfLcr thu 1:1w of animnls (L1..'V. 11 :-Hi). Ha:;h,i offers imporL••nL in­

si~ht into the matter when he tliscussL·.· Lhu ordering of the Hooks i.n Scriplun: . 

'There is a dcvdopmcnt, from Genesis to L <:\iticus kading- lo th<.: ult.imatc 

com11h·lion and perfection of man. ln Lt·viticus (Le\' . I :1. 2) man Icarus Lo 

offor :-.:icrificcs to Lhc.: will of God. ' Delore m:.in l carncc.l Uwt lt·uc sncrificc \\':lS 

worship (A voda h ) he.: s:ic·1·ificccl :tnim nls : 'This is th e law of I.he sacrifice (Le\·. 

1; :2) . ' The curly laws o f Leviticus ;J l so in::; trudccl m an Lo lJ~ di sciplined in his 

cll'ink (Lev. lO:ti) and in his food 1Le\·. 11:1). Only urtcr such laws wc1·c 

pn.:scnlL-tl docs Scriptur e l' l!COl'd th u l nw or m an in Ull..! portion Kcdosb.im (Lt.'\r. 

1 !J: J h) : 1You Sh:tll Ion: ymu· ndi;hlJOI' :i:-; youl'seH. I The l'SSlilCt' or the bw of 

man is that one musl not t•ommit ~· s in ;~:1 in st his nl!i.ghbor . Ood demands 

righteous act.ion::- . Ile who s ins will surdy be ptuushcu. We may as k. if Uus 

law of rn:'.111 i s so i111pnrt:1nl, why was it r cconkcl :lflcr the ):\\\' of ;111imals? 

\Vh:tl did It . SimJ a i inlcnd lo tl':1ch us ·1 The answer i s , Lh3t m:111 's law was 
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n .:cordc.:cl fasl lo lc::ich us Uinl it is Lhc climax Lo all otlwr laws. i\I nn comes lo 

r esemble h.is c n .:nlor by vil' tuc of his c lcvalcrl st:ilus in the Ct'cation process . 

'Jus t as God is merciful , so s hall you he lr> c r ciful (:-;ifrc Alwv 4!1). ' ' Y"u s hall 

walk ::i[ter lh l! Lord your t.;od •• • and c ling unto lli111 (Dcul. l :l :G) . ' 

"The life of our ll•nclwr, H. Simeon Sokr , i ::: an c.•w mplc of how man as-

ccncls the ladder of true dc\·otion to God. In h.i.s youth, R. Sofer dc<lical cd h.i.m-

solf to fuliilling the law of Lev. l :::!; a ll his time and energy was devoted to Ciod 

in study, pr:t)rc1·, and fasting. Through hi s utmost concern lot· rilunl puri ty. 

H. ofcr fulfill c:d the l:1ws of sacr if.icL· . H. ·orc r grew into manhnou prcpan·d, 

by UlL' discipline of his youth, to fulfill the law of mau. His love ::inti patience 

f 0 1· all men was c."ccss ivc. li e would overcome his tH.:L'd fo1· s l0cp in orck·r to 

IH:lp those c-omi.n~ Lo him with n :ques ts. llis lo\'c fo1· man c4uall cd his passion-

tile devotion lo God . \\11y then did so many sl :tnclcrous enemies of Israel :iccuSl' 

H. Sofor s o unjustly . Tla:y charg-cd tlwt he was opposed Lo thc frel'clom of hi s 

2'' 
people and th:.il Jw ndvocntcd their continued existence in UH.: d.i:ls pora . '' This 

is a lie. ;\l:.iny limes l saw him cryin~ over lhc rtistr uss of his people thrn~1gh-

out the wo1' ld. li e woul d sny: 'I am di s tressed when I think lhat my people re-

main eel unchtlng1.:<I after continu ctl. pur s eculion Hild hoslility , yeL now, with '11..lun-

d:lneo :ind freedom 1hcy ~o astray r1·orn God's law.' IL Sofe r would prey lo c;od 

Lo purify his peoples ' hcj rls to endure Lhci r cxpcl'i mcnl in weal th nnd freedom . 

Doc:; Utis not demonstrate his gl' c~1t love for his pl'Opk ? 

' '\\"c a r c , therefor e: , olJlit!:\Lcd today lo s hed l~\rs on: r ~imcon Lhc 

l lii;hL~ous , whom w~ h:we off c r cd a~ a ho ly s:1c rificc ten days a~o . IL is \\Tili1...11 

in !'.ll.1lUChot 151>: 'And a man may offer a sacrili C'c and libation until the tcnU1 

cJ:ty. ' So Loday , the tenth day, Jut us ~o and n ,pcnt throug'b tears . 
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"lt is n ... 'Corckd: ' Sit11<.;Q11 lhc llightcous was of the rcmn'1nts of U1e Great 

Assumhly, be usetl to say: l'pon thl'l.!c Uti.ngs doc;s the worl d stand; upon Torah, 

upon Worship (J\ vod:'\h), ::tncl upon acts of l ovi ng kh1dncss (Avot.. 1 :2 ). ' \<\ 110 wa.s 

Llti.s !:ii nicon the Highteous, nnd \\'ho \Vl'l'l! t.hc m en of the: G1·eat Assembly? We 

lu::trn from thu sngcs (Neel. !lb) that Simeon only onCl' ate from a trespass offc.•r­

ing brought by a defi lucl N:nirc Hu di<l so bi.:cause that Nazi r impressed Simeou 

by his willingness t.o ti. ·1r(.1tc hi s whol e bd.llg Lo serve Goll. I t was Simeon 's wi sh 

to n•wnrd this Nnz.i1· :ind lo indicntu t.o all Naznri tus thnl the tnw c.'\prcssion of 

nbstincDCL' and s:1crifice was m:iu 's inner pu1·ity :inu cleYotion lo 0otl. 
24 

"We can hettcr understand thL· c.:orrct'L meaning of sacri licc by nnswering 

the question, who wc:rc the men of the li r eat Assembly? \\'c rc.::ld in Yomn li!:Jb, 

'H. Joshua b. Levi asks : \\'h.v \\'t:rc their namt·s cnUed '~lcm of the Grc:it As ­

sembly (J\ns h:.ti Knesset ha - GadolJ ?' ncc aus c they ruturned Juda.ism (lhc c.:rown 

ol' thl' Divino attributes) to its form e r g lory (lli.:chzh·u :\t:11·ah L-Yoshnah ). 

h:i - <~ibor , \"'ha- l\ol'a , Dt•ut. 10:17 ). JcL'enu:1h came: and omilU.:tl 'The Awe­

some' from God 's n:ime (.Jc r . :32:11::1 ). IJ:mid. cnmc and omitted 'lhe l'vlight~, , 

from God's name (Dan . 9:..J ). Thdn c:imc th o n)en of the Grl.'at Assembly ~111'1 

rcttirncd Go:.l's namu lo ils former g-l o r y by :1g·ain :icccpLing the appcllnlion 

uttered by l\loscs . •· 

(Spiticr conlimt<,.'l' his t:=-:pl :in:itivn o( th1.· hc;lt:wior of the Jewis h puopl c 

bc:fon: (Ked um) :md nf"tN (i\chor) the destrudion of the T emple :inti the ri su of 

the Great Assumbly. ) 

"During the existence of the first Tc:mplc the fsl'adilcs were idol \\'Orshippcrs. 

At U1at time, bcfo1·c the exi stence of tlw Gr eat Assembly and before the r nbbi s 
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ilxcd prayers :ind blcssing·s , m:ln was I on.: '-'d to s ho\\' tll!volion to Uotl anc.1 r epent 

wrongdoing by briJ1ginl{ s:tc:rifiet•S tn thu Temple. ll was on ly in Lhc Temple 

Uwt thc Shcchimlh was thou~ht lo r csi.11..' ::ind where man could commu1ucatc, 

through lhc Jlricsthood, \\ith God. This w:-is :tll chan~L'd, howL·Vtff, from the 

rise of the Gr eat Assembly . Thcst· sages elintlnntcd thc inclinalion for idol-

wor s hip by lnslituling fix cc.I prnycrs :ind ri tun I. With prayer, m:tn \\'as nbl c to 

control his evil inclin:1tion thrnug-h his ciwn disciplin<.:. 11 l! no longer n .·quircd 

a priestly intcrmctliary and sacrifict·i:; . lNolc lht· s intllari lv hdwecn Lil.is and 

the.• OJll!nUlg tlisc\1Ssion nf Achor and Kc !l!m. I . ~~-

"The wisdom of the men of Lhc <.ircat Asscmbly was that they n !aUzc<l 

Uw JH.! .. ')plc cliJ not umkrstancl the essence of sacrifice . (::>imilar lo the Naza-

rites who did not under s tand th e m eaning of :ibslint'nce und s:1crifi<.:c.) Th t: 

propk cli cl noL comp1·chen(I th:tL sacl'Hiccs wc:l'Q only lhc ffrsl skp tow:inls dl:-

volion anu worship of GocJ. Evca the prophd ,JL'1·cnliah, aclmon i shcJ his pcoplt· 

for <lc.:voting Loo much ·mphas is on sacl"ifi cc (law of sacrifice) :lnd noL s uHici cnl 

concern fo1· righlcous action (law of man) . We read in Lhc Wl·ekly llttft.orah 

portion: ' Thus s:ty~ Uw Lc:>1·d of llost~ ••• put your burnt offcring-s into your 

sac rifi ces, unc.1 c::it llcsh . l'or 1 s poku nol lo yotll" falht•rs •• . concerning uurnt 

offorings o r sac1ificus . 13\lt l commandc·I lhcm t.o obey mr voice ••• anti wn U( 

in :ill the ways that r h:ivc commandcLI you ••• (.Jcr. 7:21- 2:3) . ' Therefore, the 

mcn of the C:t·cal Asscmhly instruclcd lsracl tJ1al not in one lloly Place, antl not 

by s:wrificc :ilone would U1~ S:wchi11ah appw1· in Israel. lt woul d appt•ar where-

CV<.!l' lioLl's 1 l\li~ht' an ti 'AwesonH.:ncs s ' is g lorifi ed, whethe r in exile or in [srctd. 

Throui.d1 fL'l:c:tl pr:1ycr £sr:id cou ld l'<•ll upon Lhci t' God wi.U10ut a ccnlral Holy 

Placl', :ind the lsr:wlitc..:s rcmainccJ one pcopk th roughout lhc world . This is th e 

reason why Wl' cnll llwir name, 'l\l<·n or tht• l:re;tl Assl'mbl · (Kncssd hn - Gaclol), 



for Lhcy literally gathered togethc..:r the hri·c~t body of ,Jews through prayer and 

instruc tion. 

"Xow we sec that Si11wm1 t he HighlL'OllS was of the n.~mnanls of the Grt·at 

Asst·mbl y (Avot 1 :2) . Simeon counselled us lh~1t ~:ic· 1·Hic-c n lonc \\':lS not suf­

Cici cnl, llml the \\'od d rcsLt.:cl upon three th.i1' 1.!~: 'Upon Tor~1h,' that is, Lhc l :iw 

of s:icr ilice; ' upon \\'or~h.ip' (,\vodahJ , that i s , true 1h .. >\'Olion to <..iod through 

n.xed pr ayer; nnd llJ)Oll 'Acts of Loving l(intlnl:S!'i I ' lhal i s. ad.s \\'hich C:l ll be 

pcrfonnctl in all pla<'c~ \\'here Jl•\\'S unile. Sinll.:nn t.;1ug-hl lh:1t the cssc..:ncc of 

being- a 1\:17.ir ite w:ts l h t• clinx· Lionin~ of onC''s heart lo Cocl (K::\·anah) . " 

The :1 hove di scussion illus trntc.·s Spitzer 's unclcrsl:lnd i ng of Lill' his tori ca l 

d(.'\'clopmcnt of .J<.mish 1·itual ohsl·r vancc. The mann<:r in which the -kw c'\­

prcs.sc:cl dc\·oUon lo God <'VOlVl'" Lhroui;h the eourse or Jewish history. i\1 ::in 

1Jcga11 :\l the lowc~t lc\•l'l of devotion when h1.: sacrific: ccl ~ln i mals lo l"l.)pcnt i:;in . 

lie mj s t.akcnly bdkvcd that God des ired lhc sac 1iCicc of the anima l. \\'ith 

p roper disciplin e in Tor a h , prayer, and l'ighlL'O\IS :ids, man l<::lrnl.!d tlwt Lnw 

clcvntiou :ind repentance was lhc ultimak sac rifice or his \\ill to U1c \\ill of 

c;ocl . 

T his concept of sacrifice cnn also b 1..· rd:itccl to the funera l servi ce. The 

:tnt:icnL lsmclitt• uudc1·sLootl U1al clc:llh was Lhc rcsull of s in. In order lo t'l'pcnl 

he offered s:icrif.ict•.ti to L:od. I l e: Ca ileu to unclcrstuiul, however, that God \\'!l~ 

not cll·.si rous of an im a l .s:lCrilicu, but r~1th c 1· ll t• wa.:-; desirous or th e sac rifice of 

man '.s hc:i rl to do thl· \\"ill of Cod. ~pil;1.c1· in.struclccl his coni;rl-:;:ttio11 that true 

rc1rn11 lance rtquircd Lhdr tot:il acceptancc of God 's covenant. The "sac rifict?" 

of the r ightc:ous woul d not a lone..• c.'1>i:1lc Lhc s ins of the p0opl c. To Spilzc1·, U1c 

rlU1ction or ll cSPcD w:l:o; Lo !". c:c\ll'C the congregaLi on ' s devotion to God. The 
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sac l'i ficc cicm:indcd of lhc people was U1ci r complete.: dctlicaUon lo l1od a nd lo 

Torah . 

1'\\·e lmvc karncd fro m out· s;1ges lhat. as long ns n m:-in ' i: son lives , the 

mnn is no!. c:illL·d lkacl, fo l' hie; s Lnmglh nml honor l fr cs o n Lhrou~h his con. 

Ek\·cn years ago I eu l o~ized H. Abr:aha m Sofer , 1.t::itam Sofcr's o ldcsl son. 

Tod:ly I <:ulo!!iZ <: Hr :-\i ml'Oll Sofer, 11:\L:l m !"ofcr ' s las t son :1ncl the last remnant 

c1 f the l;rcat J\ssvmbl v. \\'e must, lhcrcfot I.' , :i l so tllOLlrtl Lod:ly lh c.: dt..:.'llh o f our 

gTL•:tl sage of llw To1·;1h, llal:tm Sofl·I'. It was on:1· lmnclnxl ye::i1·s tt:.{o that . 
1,lat;im Sofer fi r~I ht.--gan Lo Lc:tch ror:1h in tsrad (l,cdcm1 . One hundred ~·l':ll·s 

:1:;0 al so thv J\pikors im (m lightc1wrs1 appcarcJ , nnd froin tha t momunt on mi11ut 

(sc.:~L:1ri:111ism) bt·~:1n to spr\•nd and oc:cupy th e world . To comlx1t this c.!:lngcr , 

L;od sc•nl his lloh· .\ng-L-1 , 1,1a1 am Sofer, lo sp l'l•:ld Torah ancl raise: di sci pl L'S, \\·ho 

lodn~r fi ll Euro1w. L i l,L· ~losc·s c1ur Ti.:Jchvt-. llatnm Soft.1· formed a grl!:.tl ~lSSl'lll-. 
bly in To1·ah a nd as~c..:mbil..·u one pcopli.: Lw f01·c liod, 

'':\ly fl'iunds , I 110\\' l'cpcat th<.• opL·1ting passngc of this eulogy : ' You h:1ve 

ht•lpcrl mt· in bc.:hi ncl (.\d1orJ and before 0'l'ilcm). You have l:tid You1· h::ind 11pon 

me (Ps . 1:;!) :51 . ' Bl'c!lu::;0 Ci1)cl ltn~ taken the righlc:ous from 1ts , it is oul' oblig:1 -

Uon to now cnns idl'r what. c:amc hdorc· (Aclior) anti what \\'ill c...:om c in Lhc [ul1u·l' 

ly l 'l'VL·rscs lhe p rio1· m eaning- fo 1· Achor :.Ind Keck·m. Thl• terms now must mean: 

' f1·om lic.:hind' :rncl 1 111 f1·ont of' r <:s 111.! c- li\·cly . I \\'t• h:1n· xcen mnny chan~cs in lhv 

wo1·Jd during thl' past one· huncll't!d yc::i r s . 'l'lu·n llw world was full nr Torah and 

lo\·e for God. Thcrl' \\'ere only lhc bq,~innin~s of intt·1·c::-l in Sl'cular knowh!clgc 

::ind univer sa l libt!rly. These ron·c..:s <lid not pose :i n •:tl clan~c·r to To r :Jh- T ru c..: 

Judo.is m, bc:cuusc m en like.: ll atam :->111'v1· c<>nt.imu.ld Lo ins pire th e J) t:0pl t1 with 

n .. 'Vcr encc for Cod nnd fo1· sludy of Torah . 
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''Today , tlw wol"ltl h:is r aclil'itlly changed. Il i s fuU of scclll ri:injsm nntl 

C:\.]>er imcntalion in .Jmlui sni . Jewl" in increas ing; numbet·s have begu n Lo dcsc­

c r ::ill! lhc !:iabbnth aml Lransgn.:ss commandments . The Tornh is plncc:tl in a 

'clnrk COL'ncr' where no one L'"XJ>Olmds it an d no one trusts in iL . \\'c h;i,·c losl 

our i;rC!\l light in Torah, I.la tam Soft ·r. \\°1 • :1 n• :1s a flock without a s hepherd. 

Dis uni ty and scandnlous hch:t\'ior i1n-aclcs the house of Lsrad. 

"Our righteous f cacher l} :Ham Sofer OIH.:l! s:iid: ' Also before thcffe w ere: 

S:tddurecs and 13ncthus i ans bul against them were g1·e:lt ones of Lc.;r:1t.:l. "'ow. 

'little foxes spoil Lhe \"incs, for ou1· vines ~)CC:lusc of our sins - :SofL'r's words ) 

:ire '\ithoul grapcs (Canf . 2 :1fi) . ' l)uc to ou1· g-r<-'aL si ns, we• nH1~ L now r ep ent 

:ind ~heel tears . 

''Our sagc:s h;in· l:tu~hl: 'De fervt.:nt in my L'Ulogy for I \dll DL' s tnniling­

Lherc (:::ihah. Ji; :l:iJ . ' We learn from thi s th::it Uw soul (If th1: dccc.::u>cd is h er(• 

with us mm·. Our s:lges turU1cr tau~hl : 'Thc.:y s pe:ik before the deau ou t ~- the 

wonJs of the clead (Sh. Ar. Y. D. 3.1.J :Hi).' \Ve Lh ere(oru must speak the \\'Onls 

\dtich Siml'Ol\ Uw Hi~htcou.s would have spol«.•n . '0 J>L'U lhy m outh for the mut c 

(13.B. 11::1) . 1
" 

The n :maining Sl'ction or the eulo~y i s IJw Ll':-.l of a discours<.· n. Sofor 

would h<wc clc.:lin•rcd h:id he been :ihk. The tli scour sc.: serves as a r c:c:ipilulaUon 

of Lill' central points c'\pn:sscxl in U1 e culn~y . 

'';\ ly friends , l :1111 no! :t h i c lo escape.• rrom the l" t.'l:i)>Ol1S ibili ty of adtl l't!S~in~ 

you. L do so, not bcc;1u~c.· l am L'o111n1:111uC.'cl , but hccaus t• I an\ a lover or Ls1·a d 

tine.I it pa.ins m e Lo :-- ceo you s in . l\ly b c.:lovccl fri ends, why do _vou ~pr<.':ld f:\Lst.' 

and s lnndernus rumors about nw . Do ~·ou uoL kHo\\' lh:"IL anyone who rises up 

against his le:-ic·hcr is likenL·d unto onc.: who l"i St'S up aw1inl"L U\C! Shcchinah. 
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'You shall not utter u fn l sc rcpo1't (Ex. 2:3 :1 ).' Insults :itHI :i!Jusc:s fr om the 

mouths of iLUet·s hC'1'c ar c nccc.:ptcu by you aud c.>vt.:n sp rc.::u1 by you. 

"Now, if l thought th:t L you WL·rc.: cncmil's of ls r nd who r ejoic e in brc.::1k.ing· 

liod's law th en I wou ld be s ilent. 13ul I know you nr<! J ews who love the lightcous . 

You must not allow one evil pcr snu \vhc " rote th is sl :indL:rou s pamphlet Lo dl!­
-> -

ccivc ~111 of you . -a Ii is a lie.; . 

"Though you moy not b e worthy l \\ill forgivl' y ou with a compl ete hl!:.trt. 

I ask of you, however , ono thing. L et Uris be :.i l c.:sson to you 1'0 1· lhe futur o..: . 

Oo nol bolicve Hes :\boul t h e ri~hLcous . J.Jn·cstigaLc your information c a r efully . 

Even our teacher Abraham waitc<l Lt'l brc:ak the t:ibkts w1til he s:nv the Gol dun 

Calf . cvc:n though Goel previousl y to lei him his pcopl u had s iniwcl (Ex . 32 :7). 

" I have onL' furthe r l'equest Lo ma kll. As one of the tL'lll.nants of the Grc;1t 

Ass 1.:mbly, I ask you LO unik anti not be clividt·<l. As Jt:\\'S in thl' past wen· 0 11 l • 

pCOjllc.: u ghling for U1c s ake o( th eir J ~th, s o we musl IJ<.! one in the p r esent 

(Achor ::tnd K l!clem). I ask you to do tJlis for the sake of my father , 1.f:Ham !'-infcl'. 

Hl!Sj)L!Cl. you1· sages, ruspcct your Torah, und love you r Goel . 1\1 ay your lc.•un; 

:incl rc·pentancc b0 ac:c:uplable beforo liocl . 'From out of Zion s h:i ll go forth (he 

La\\' :ind the \\'ord of Lli e Lord from J~rus:i l L·m fls . 2 ::l).' i\I:iy thu reck:cmor 

eonH· Lo J crusM Pm l;pccdil y in our clay . J\ nwn. " 
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='OTES 

CllAPTEH V 

1 
Jlel:>PcD Two, p. !Hi . 

:l Suppol"l l'or U1i~ prol'c<iun· of mourning Lo cnsun· individual :itoncmcnt 
i:=: llw <.•:xamplc ol 1hl· U-ra~litcs \\'ho wa iled and s ht.?d tears ove1· the death of Naclav 
<ind Avihu (Lov . l O:•J-G). 

-1 Support fo1 · the f:tilurc of llw Israclltc<; lo pt'OJll'rly mourn :\li riam's death 
is Nu . 20:1-l :1 . Immediately aftc·r :\!it•iam is hu1·i<.'cl thc COl1!!r c;;aLlon rebels 
a~ainst :\ loses :incl Aaron. They complain thal lhc 1· c i:=: no w:tkr and that they will 
surely dh:. Kol on ly h:n- c lhcy fail<-d lo pl'OJ>l'l'ly mourn, but they have also for ­
saken lhcir lrusl anu devotion in lr<.>d. 

5 llcS P cD Eight , p. 111. 

Ii In ll cSJ'cl) Two, Spit7.t:l' quotes .Joi'. 22:10, "\\'c•t•Jl y<.• not for the clc·atl, 
neither h<.·mo:in him, weep greatly for him lhal ~OL'S : 1w;1y for IH' s hall ncn·r 
reh1rn again. " II is of intcrcsl Lo notc th::it SpitZL·r qunlcs on l\· the second parl 
of the ve r se , hq~inning with, ''Wt·t·p 14"r~::1 tly ..• " Ck:1 d~· lhe (irsl parl of lhl' 
verse cou tr:itlictcd Spitzcr 's Jn l!~sagc and wa~ thus l eft oul. 

? ll u'::i PcD Sb•, p. 108 . 

8 11t::!:>PcD l~ig'hl , p. 111. 

!Jllt•SPuO 1\vo, p. U7. 

lO ll eSPcD Seven, p . lO!l. 

11 .J. IJ. Eis cnslcin , Ol7.:1r IJinim llmlnh:ig-i m - A Di:;;cs l nf Jc\\'ish Laws an<.l 
Cus L0111s, (New York: lldH'c\\' Publishing Co., l !>:l8), p. •JO:J. 

12 Note the play on the \\'ord ;\!is he an (s:11wlu:1 ry) . Spitzer :1 lso e:\-plains UKtl 
the term, :\lishcan, is used in Ex . 25: 9 in pince of Uw Lc1·m, .Mikd:ish, to intli c:tlt' 
ls r ad 's n ucd to bL· faithful to Go<l 's wi 11 . If the IH-'Oplc ncgl<.!ctccl God 's comm:tnd­
mt•nt.s, then Ilis lloly Snuctu:iry Q\1 i shcnn) would b e dcgradctl (l\1-l\J :isb-Chc-nin) 
nnrl destroyed. 
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NOTES 

CHJ\PTEH , . (conti nuc<l) 

1 
:J Yeb . 21a , "Before Solomon appeared, 1 lw Torah \\as likL' a baskl'l with­

out hamOes (oznayim). When Solomon came lw a ffixed hanclles lo it. " Spitzer 
is clo:1 rly plii)~Oil tho tloublc me.:1ni11g- ol lh <.! wonl, 2!£!!, which is both " handle" 
and ''e:ir." 

l ·l Spi tzer quotes for "1woor, '' ls • :i 0: I. "The Loni God has giVtJn nw :1 
Jan~u:1g-c of stu<ly (L-Shon. t nrudiml !hat I should know how to speak a word ~If tho. 
:1pproprinte Lime lCJ hirn Uiat is weary ••• " 

HiTlw t'c:fl· rt·1ic·0 he1·c to "clcs troycrs" reflt:cts Spit%cr 's opinion of those 
reformurs (C:lllocl ''Sons of ildia l ") who sought to ratlically chungc Tornh-Tru<.: 
,Juclnism. 

17 Ut:SPel) Two, p. !JS. 

l!1 lleS Pe U Two, J>• !JS. 

20 Spit~cr :"d0cli\'l!l\' quotl'S from thL' Lc:ai:i h YL'l'S<.: , omilting lho prohlc'm­
:1tic:1l opC'ning :rnd conc luding wor e.ls: "Fo1· a uhild i ~ born unlo us • •• :i ncl his name 
~ hall J'c calh:d Wonc.lct·ful , Counsellor , Uie ;\lighly <;o(! , Lhl' Everl asting Fathur , 
U1c Prince of Pcuc<: . " 

21 ll cl'PeD ·1\vo, p. :J:J. 

z? 
- 110SPcD Sl'vt:n, pp. l O~J-110. 

~:1 SpHzer do1·s not spl·c·Hy tlw j11divi d11a l i:; who m:1dt• thi s charg-e • . \ p0ssil>l c 
sourt'e could be ~Wl'u l :ir %ionis!~ who found, ill the or lJ1oclox 1·abbinutc, nn obslm:lc 
to their mtJV<: ml!nt.. 

2
'
1 

J\ccorclinl{ to Kcd. !lh, Uw ~azir :Jccc.·pt,•cl his station of being :t N:izirit e 
from the initial desire 1 o cu rh hfa c.•vil i ndina lion. Jlis n :solution to s h av c h.is 
bc:.n1tiful locks of h;1fr is cxp1·csSL'd by the words: ''h:1-.\vod:1h Sh-1\gn l ccheulw, 
for lhc ]Hlll>OSC or Sel' \1icc anrl true dt'Vnlion will r sh:we for you." The word b:!.­
Avockth is darkened in Uw printed tL'xt to highlight its sig·n i(icant intc~rprctation . 

1 



NOTES 

CHAPTER V (co nti nucd) 

.-,-
_.., Spi tzc1· dOl!S nol n3mc Lhc individual nn.· dot.·s IH: explain the nalurc of 

lho pa mphkt. 
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CJJA PTEH \' l 

STRL"CT LiR1\L CJJARAC'fEHISTlCS OF T ll E EVLOGlES 

The c.:ulogics discussed in tho previous l'lwptL·1· we-re cl early dclh'cr cd by 

Spilzcr in a sc.:rmonic form . Spitzer was a I J.11·sh:in , who usccl Ute Derasha as 

a vdticlc lo ins lrucl his congrcg;alion in lhc propur obscrv:ince of dt.:ath . The 

question must thc.:t' t..! ore bl! asked: J'o what cxl<•nt wa s Spit7.c•r , as a Darshan, 

influ t'nc.:c<l by lJlL' 11 1..w st\'lc of pruachin~ th:ll dL·Ydnpt.:'1 in th e.• nineteenth ccnt\1ry '? 

;\fo1't'Cl\"cr. Lo \\'h:ll uxtL·nt do SpiLZl'r's L'ulnt!ics l'<.:fl cct characteri stics of the 

traditional and motlc rn ,J\.o,,is h se rmon (set: Chaptc:r ll t '? The an s \\'c r s to these 

qucsLions \\ill enabl e U1 c r eader lo better appn·cintc the c.·ulogy as a scrmonic 

10 1· m. 

The s truc ture of Lhc eulogies in Tikkun :;Jwlomo n Jlc:cts '::)pitze r's l:mphasis 

nn textual C.'\t1!CSi s . Similar to UH.' Dc.· r ashn , the uuloi.ry UL~ins \\"ilh dthl'r a 

pass:lgt: from U1c \\'l'ck.ly To1·ah reading 01· \\ilh ~• p1·ocm \"l! l 'Sc from SL·ripturc 

1w :'IJ id 1·ash. This opening lcxt C'"lll'csscs :ln idc::i which will bo inlc r prc:>tccl by 

~pitz cr to 1·d a tc to the occas ion of d o:1lh nnd moui·nin~ . 

The t.:ulo~y ca n be dc:scribcc.l as tonlaininl-{ two 1-'cp:t r :ttc units: the "laq~o" 

SC l'lllOll anct l hc "small" s c.:rmon. The ''laq~e" sermon , wbi ch is fashionL:d upoh 

the introductory tl'xl , pn:scribcs llH: overall i:; truclurc of thl! eulogy. This lcxL 

Sl'r vcs a n umhrdla -likc flU1clion in uniting the v :il'ious component parts of U1c 

cu lnt-,.Y · J:::ich cnmp1l!ll'lll part l'l!Jll'CS ~!n l.s a "small" sermon. lt i s g1..-11cr:illy 

intsoduccd by a scriptu r nl or mi c.IL-ashic tcxt ancl cons i sts of an cxt.-gcsi s on lh::Jt 

l cxl which is lh cmatic:'llly indcpcndcnl from lite " large" st.: t•mon . Spitzcr's skill 

as l);.trsha n lay in lti s abi lity lo i·datc Ute v::irious "small" sc1·mons to the idc:l 

expressed in llw ''large" sermon . ln this way Lhl' vulogy b t.:com cs n s truclu ralJy 
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and thematicn lly unified sermon. Two c;-.;a mplc.:s of this method o[ 01·gani:wlion 

will help illus Lrnte the process . 

l.n Ui c uu lO~)' fo1· H. Simeon Sofc t• (Sec l'haplcr V) , u.c in t1·oductory t wx t 

(Ps . 1:19:5) cxpt•esses ihc idt•:\ of " Past" (Achor) :ind "future" {Kellem). The 

idea is intct·p l' clcd by .'pitzct• as iL r e lates lo 1Hhlic:al law, lhc csscncl' of sacri­

fice, Lhc life of lhc <lcparted, and Ut t: contemporary sLrugglu wilhin tJ1 c Jewi s h 

community. The id .. ·1 Ums serves Lo connect the c-ons tituent themes or the e ulogy 

into :1 unifi ed whok. 

The eulogy for H. Abrahnm Sof1.1r rollccls the use: o f the introductory text 

itself Lo organize Lh L· component pa rts of Uw di ~<·nursc. The Lc.xl rc:1us: "Si~h 

Lhcrclorc, so11 of' mun, with lhc breaking oi !J1y loins and wilh bitterness s igh bc­

fon : lhd r eyes . And it s hall be when they s:iy unto you, why clo you si~h? A.nd 

you s hall ans wct', fo r th e news , becausw it s ut·d y comes. an d c\·erv heart s hnll 

melt. anti a ll han1ls shall be f c.•L!hl c, a nd c\·cry spiril s hall bc faint, and a ll knl.!l'S 

sball be weak :is water • ••• (Ezek. lJ : l 1. J 2) . " 

. pilz1:r uses this tc.-.:t hoth us a lhc:matic inlerprcl<llion of the 1'nourning 

occas ion nnd as :\11 o rganizing principlu for lht· s t1·ucturc or thL• whol l.! sci·mon. 

Euch physic:l l t'c:tc tion c.:xpresscd in the E7. ck.ic.:I text , i. o. mcltin~ of the hc:H·t, 

fcebkncss of the hands , faintness of llw spidt and Wv.'\k.11ess of the kn ees, s erves 

to introduce n seclion o( the eulogy . T houg-h each section comprises an intlc­

JlCntlcnl c>..cg1·si s on llw ''physicnl r c:;1cl.ion, ''it is 1H:\'erU1dc.•ss eon nL'Clt:cl to Liu· 

"la rgl:'' sc.:rmon . 

i\ second s imilarity whic h Spitzcr's eulog_v bears to the Ueraslw is its use 

of Scripture to s upply authority for val'ious ideas ~'pressed in U1c sermon. 

Spitzcr 's knowledge of Biblicnl, as well as midrashic sources is extens ive. IL is 

not tmcommon Lo find twenty Lo Lhirt1• scr iptural proof- texts wilhin a fou1·- pagc 
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culOb'J°• This i·cpcalcd use of Scripture in Uw eulogy reflecLs Spitzcr 's acct.:pl­

ance of the trnclitional style of Jewis h pl"C:\ching . it will be recalled that the 

Bible represented for lhe traditiona l D:trs han the ultimaLc 1·•'pository of truth 

ancl l01owlcclg-c. \\11cn Spitzer appeal cd lo his congr~alion Lo sht·d tea r s in 

repcnt:mcc, he p;roun<le<I that instruction in '''ut·cls of To1·ah (cf. Lev . lO:G, 

Jcr. 22:10. Lam. 2:10). The hcrelics who desire to uprnot the fmmtlalion of 

.Judaism arc al so rl.... ~c ribed in sc riptur:'ll terms (cf. I:>. 4!J:l 7) . Whcnc:ver 

possible, :Spitzer spoke through the "words of Torah;" the handbook Cor th<.: 

trntlilional Oa rsh:ltl . 

To what l.:Xlcnt was Spit.ze1· influt.11cc:d by U1c new style or preaching in Uw 

nindecnth century? Based on the infornrnLion presented b~· Altmann (sec Chap­

ter 11) it would :1ppca1· that Spitzc1· was not s ignificanlly aff t·cLctl by changes that 

occunod in Jewish hom.ilct.ics. lli~ culog-ics do not reflect the cnnccrn of lhc 

Prol cstnnL ctlificaL01·y sermon. The omph:isis on c:larily of c.'prcssion :inc.I 

s implicHy of organization which i s pn.:scnL in lhc modern .Jc\\'ish sermon is not 

fow1tl in Spitzcr's eulogies. lli s \.!ulo,.;i cs have been shown lo n .::-;cnililc Lhc.· tra­

(litional Dc:rasha, which was intricately roolcd in excgesh:;. ."pitzcr 's audience 

was compri se.Kl or Orthodox Jews \\ho unrlcn;;tood, anti mo8L likely expected to 

1,car a tr:,dition:ll Dt:l'as ha . IL is therefore iliITicult to im:1ginc Lhat. Spitzer, 

schoolt:cl in ultra-orU1oclox Judaism, would aclopl scrmonic chtlllJ!CS advocnled by 

the very men :Jgainst whom he f ou~ht. 

There i s a s i;.!11il"ic;1nt diffcrc:1('.t' ut·lwccn the sermons of 1\uolf Jcllinc·k 

~.!nu Lhe eulogies of f'pi.t7.er . -l<·llinck clitl i·c.•furn to an increased use o[ i\li<lrash 

and Scl'iplu r c in his sennons . The r esu lt, however , was not. a traditional 

Ocras ha. Jcl.Linek's St1rmons were clc;1 rly oq~an iZl'd and easily tmdcrslood ur 

n congrcg-nUon unsc:ho~lc<I in traditional sources. Jell in kc spoke in I ht.> first. 
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person, anti the message h e ddivt•rl.·d was c ltl:l rly his own . li e us<.:J Scripture, 

not to ,.:llidate his O\\'ll words, bul rather to clemonsLr:ltc th e richness of th e 

Jewish hcrita~c. Spitzct· rarely usi.:d the firsl person pronoun, "l." The culo­

i,; i cs i·cad as :\1 i<lr::ish, not as the ;1ppcal nf :in inclividual pr~1chcr to hi s congrc­

g-:ilion . -pitzcl" 1S personal mL'ssag-c w:1s N1nt:tincd in the inlt.!l'prctn.lion he maclc 

of the I cxl. 

Spitzcr ' s l •lo~ic::: drJ, howc\"l•r, rcfll!c: t his aw:Hcncss of conlcmpo1-.1t'~· 

homllctical praclicl'. r:'i.rst. lhc c.·u lo~ies wL:rc dclivL:n.:cl in UH! Gurman 1:11t­

gu:.lgt•. <1CL':lSion:llly a l it·1·ma11 word or t.!Xprc:ssion wi ll ;1ppcar in U1c prinlcu 

text. Secondly , =-'pilzcr 's conc.:cntr:itcu cfro1·t to relate the lhcmcs of his eulo­

gies lo his l<tq~cr his torical en,·irnnmcnt is s imila1· lo llll' pr~lcticc of .lkrnays 

:ind ll:ipopon. fn this 1 cspcct, Uw euloKics in Tikkun !"-'hclomo l"l.!Scmbl c the:.: 

modt·i·n Ocl'nshn. 

Spitzer 's nri<.:nl:ttion m; an ull r:.i-orlhodo.x r~bbinic leader di.:tcrmlned thl· 

conslniction of his culo~it.'S . Ills l.olal :lcccpt:i11cc of hal:idw as l>iniling- and 

:1utho1':\lalivc tli1' cctcd him to rely 11pon Biblic:1l nnd r:lbhinic sources LO valid:tk• 

his a r g-t1mL:11ts . Th e styl t.! of prcad1in;t in whidl tipi li'. c l" was schoo lud was l>asec.J 

upon t1·aclilional J1.:wish homil etics . llis lc:tl'l1CrS wore skill ed in pilpu l :tncl 

l\lidrash. not in nincl<.:l!nlh- century Gcnnan Prolt.'t; l::tnl rhetoric. Spitzer 

}>l'L'achcd wilh g1·e:it uq~cncy Lo co1n- incc his con~rcgalion th:it the Jewish past 

wns worthy of prt·scn·:ltiono lie l."On11nu1U.cal c•d th:it mt•ssn~c in the only form 

he knew, i . c . UH· lt':u lil.ivnal lJ<.:r:1sh:i . 

, 



NOTES 

CIL'\PTlm n 

1 Joseph Dan, ''llomilt:Lic:tl Lilt·r:llu r e; ;\lidcllc 1\g-cs , "p. !J30. D:.in 
c:-:amint:s these lwo lcrms as lht.!y rl•latc to lhc nwtlic\·al IJcrasha . 
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COXC L USION 

The dfcctivc leader capitalizes upon c\·t'ry avn.il ::tbl c opportunity to 

present his message and s timula te su1.porL a mon~ his fo llowers . The leader 

appe:ils to :i cause which the pcopl<· dwrish and which demands thc:il' allegiancL·. 

The k:-tclcr u:ises his words on an :iutJ1ority lnr~tff than hims elf in order to con­

vinc e his followers that truth is on th eil' s i ck·. The h :udc r warns his followers 

that Ute future a f the cause is in danger; cncnli c~ seek Lo cleslrn\· it. Tlw 

})l'Opl l' mus t b e s tl'Ong and eommiltcd l<1 Hs clufl'nsc.:; if they falter Uw battll! is 

lost. 

H. Solomon Spitz.er was such a leade r of men . The cnusc he advocntcd 

was th e prescn •nlion of Torah- True .Judaism, the only kgil.imatc heir lo Lht• 

ancient cO\'Cnttnl God cstnblis hcd \\'ilh Is r ael. Spitzer lfrcd in :ln <l~c wh en ml'n 

challenged the conccpt of the immutability of Tor:1h, when i·e:ison became the 

ultimate judge of truth. The authority of Tol·ah ond God 's eomm:intlm~nls w:is 

collaps ing under the pressure of enlightcnmL'nl. '!'he battle agains t the r c ­

fnrlll L' l'S which SpiLz.cr waged for forty yt·ars in Vi cnno occupied his Lot::il l'ncrgy. 

llis followers wc!l"c:: in ncccl of cons tant ins ln1clio11 and s uppol'I . 

As an cffct:Wr c leade r , ~pitZC!r l"Cii'.cd every oc<' ;l~lon lo repl•:it his charge 

lo Llw pt,'Oplc. Thc occasion of lhc funvr:il sc1v ico wai-; no l'Xccplion. The ques­

tion , howeve r , must be as ked: \Vas il not in:ippropri:ilc for Spitzer Lo h:ivc 

used lhu occas ion of 1nournini; for pnkmic: puq>oscs 't \\'os noL his mcss:i~c out 

of place wilhln Lhe c:onlexl of n eulo:::.'J' '! 

The setting of Llw fun crnl scrdcc provides one answer Lo U1 c nuovc 4ues­

tion . Spitzer undt:r~Lood lhnt the mourncl' was most vu lnc r:lble Lo the instruction 

he would receiv e in th e c·uloITT'· The prc:ichcr's words produced a specin l impnct 
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within Urn atmosphere of death. ln ndclition, a large numbe r of veoplc undoubt­

edly came to the ftmeral service io mourn such figures as: Abrn.ham n.nd Simeon 

Sofer, L\lontcfiorc , and lli1:sch . Spitzur 's message wo11ld ihus reach n wide 

aucli cnce. 

J\fosl signiflcnnt of all, hO\\ \:!Vt'r , is ti1 " nn swor which is suggested by the 

findings of th.is study . ll has been demonstrated that Spitzer perceived the 

llcSPeU :ls n. mua1 s by which Lo slimulaLl' the c·ong-rcgation to repent for Lhdt' 

sin. This use oft.he llcSJ>cD \\':ts well-establis hed in Scl'ipturn unct j\Jiclr:ish. 

Upon the death of the rig-hlomts U1c anc ient sni.;cs instrnclt'd ihl· people to ex­

am.inc their ways :.ind repunt . Tho con~p·cg:ilion was told to shed tears because 

U1osc. tears served :is :t liliatio11 offering before God. Spilzt:r wns on ly fulfilling 

h::t lnchic instrudion when he charged h.is poople to shed Lc~t rs and rcpcml. 

H has also been expl:iin c•d in this sludy th;1t Spitzl'r inU.:l"))l"d<J~ Urn sin of 

his Um<: to be his congn:gat.ion 's O(•ccptunc<: of UH· tL·:•t'hings of Uw secul:ir 

world. Ue:ith resulted when the people spurned Uw etern::il truth of Tornh, and 

in its s tead, glorifiecl llw falso promjscs of ralionalism and sell-nee. 

:':ipitzc1· inslructl..!d his congrcg·auo11 to L·mul:lte the 110ble virtues of the. 

tlcparlcd. 13y examinin~ the life of ihe tlcpartctl, lhe pooplc would learn how to 

devote: thdr total wi ll to thn will of L:od. They would understand that true sacd­

f.icc was the devotion of 0 11(' 15 will to the service of God. 

Furthermore, the people woulcl rcinlize that the l oader tlH .. ·y mourned cm­

b'ldiL-d the fniLh and \\' i:o;dn111 of ~l tH.:icnt ,fowi s h le:idL•rs, :incl that they, as ;1 con­

gr cg:ation, cmlJo(licd Llw ctL·rn:1 l soul of lhe .Jewish people. lt was lhorofoee in ­

cumbc::nt upon them to preserve the sanctity of th:'lL soul am! to champion God 's 

war ngainst :ill c1wmics . 
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ll i s mosl undcrslandablu thal Spitzer chose to incorporate this polemic 

mcss::i~e into lhc fol'mulation of hi s eulogi es . ft was a message imp lied in I.he 

very m C'.l ning of the Jl uS Pc D. Spitzt:r is only on e.:. example of n r abbi who utili z. l'd 

the eul ogy as un i t1sti·umc..'lll through which Lo c-onvcy :t i·cligi ous m essage to his 

cong r egation. Tltis m essage, however, c:n11 uc unckrs tn(1cl vn l) \'vhcn the: oulo~y 

is shu.liecl as n surmonic Co1·m. 
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